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THE ULTIMATE GIIIDE
TO LOUDSPEAKERS

Ten multichannel systems—50 speakers —rated
for stereo and surround s0unc performance
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MARANTZ’S LATEST TWO-DECK CD RECORDER RAISES THE STAKES

SONY SCD-333ES: A MULTICHANNEL SACD PLAYER TO DIE FOR



Philips high-end Clarity headphones — HP890. Clarity speaker drivers combine
powerful bass performance with crispness of detail and a frequency range of

8 - 28000 Hz, to deliver superb acoustic performance, further enhanced by the open
ear-shell design.The sturdy self-adjusting headband and soft contoured ear-cushions
ensure a secure, comfortable fit, so the HP890 really is ‘velvet for your ears’.

For further information call 020 8665 6350 or visit www.ce.philips.co.uk

Lets make things bettor
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| Paul Miller is the king of the
technical world when it comes to
hi-fi. He is in the process of get-
ting fully multichanneled.
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downbeat.
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HOW WE TEST THE PRODUCTS
Our reviewing process is the most rigorous in
the business. We focus on transparency and
resolution, mixing traditional hi-fi values with
the latest technological developments via a
blend of subjective views and scientific analysis.
B BENCH TESTS Our main group test each
month concentrates on a key area, with products
from across the separates market. The testing
consists of three stages: ‘blind’ listening, hands-on
subjective testing and scientific measuring.

The latter phase is conducted by our Technical
Editor using the QC Suite Functional Testing
Station.

B GROUP TESTS Each issue features a
number of additional tests aimed at narrowing
the field in a specific product area. Here the
testing involves just the reviewer concerned
with no lab or panel testing, but plenty of
comparisons.

W SOLO REVIEWS As well as group tests
we also review single components. In our First
Impressions section, you'll find brand-new
products that warrant early exposure, while
High Performance concentrates on the latest
aspirational, high-tech components.

B AWARDS
8 BEST BUYS are considered to offer
an excellent standard of
performance at an attractive price.
RECOMMENDED products are first-
class components, losing out to
Best Buys only because of a higher
price or less competitive sound quality. A
third award, EDITOR’S CHOICE, is
reserved for those products
reviewed solo and is awarded where
the Editor is convinced that a product
offers exceptional quality for the price.

HI-F
magazne

“I HAVE HAD A
GREAT TIME WITH
'CHOICE, MET AND

WORKED WITH

SOME VERY FINE
PEOPLE AND GOT

TO LISTEN TO
SOME FANTASTIC
HI-FI SYSTEMS.”

FAREWELL EDITORIAL

his is my last issue at the helm of Hi-Fi
Choice. After 172 issues I reckon I deserve
a break and am passing the tiller over to
Tim Bowern who has been my deputy for
the last two years. I have had a great time
with ‘Choice, met and worked with some
very fine people and got to listen to some
fantastic hi-fi systems. So it’s not without sadness
thatI leave this august publication. Butit’s not a
complete separation, I will be joining the elite
ranks of freelancers that have made this the most
reliable publication in its sector, so you haven’t
heard the last of me yet!

This has also been the issue that dealt a severe
blow to one of the giants of the 'Choice reviewing
staff, namely Paul Messenger, who suffered a heart
attack after completing the humungous surround
sound speaker test. I'm glad to say that he was
sounding well when we spoke a week and a half
later and is keen to get on with the next,
fortunately much smaller, speaker group for the
issue after next. Sorry about that Paul.

This month’s multichannel speaker group seemed
innocuous enough when we conceived it - ten
systems tested in both stereo and surround roles.
But when we realised that involved 50 individual
speakers, the immensity of the task became
apparent, and [ must say it was brave of Paul to take
it on. But the results speak for themselves. If you are
in the situation where you have a stereo system and
want to get into multichannel this issue contains
all the information you require to do so without
compromising quality. Or, if you’re looking for
speakers to get started with and want to know how
to proceed should you decide to get into surround
later on we have the answers for that as well.

Paul Miller’s feature on the technical matching of
centre and main left/right (or stereo) speakers is
also illuminating and analyses the effects that
perching a speaker on top of a TV has on the
balance. One answer to this problem is to get
yourself a flat telly, projection screen or plasma, a
more economic one might be to place a blanket
over the screen, though this may undermine your
viewing pleasure somewhat!

Jason Kennedy, Editor
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS

DAN GEORGE AND TIM BOWERN SIFT THE NUGGETS FROM THE HI-FI STREAM.

One of the best
arguments for DVD-A
we’ve heard in ages.

“DESPITE ITS
LOW PRICE
POINT, THIS IS
ONE OF THE
MOST
ACCOMPLISHED
DVD-AUDIO
PLAYERS WE'VE
HEARD SO FAR.”

DATASTREAM

PLAYS DVD-Audio, DVD-
Video, CD, Video CD, CD-
R/RW discs. Built-in Dolby
Digital and dts decoding, 24-
bit/192kHz capable audio
DACs, 'audio only” mode,
PAL/NTSC video conversion,
RGB video output via SCART,
headphone socket with
Headphone Virtual Surround,
aluminium front panel.

DENON = 01234 741200

DENGN DVD-1600
DVD-AUDIO/VIDEO PLAYER

\ CIECIEIET  £499.99

he jury’s still out on whether DVD-

Audio will be significant to our future

enjoyment of music; likewise SACD.

Both formats promise higher quality
. digital sound. Both have their own
unique qualities, and though it’s arguable that
SACD has achieved the more impressive early
results, it’s also fair to say neither format has yet
lived up to its full potential.

This is one of the least costly DVD-Audio players
yet and like all DVD-Audio compatible machines
so far it plays three main formats: DVD-Audio
discs, movie-oriented DVD-Video discs and CDs.
It’s easy to use thanks to logical and well-sized
buttons, and there’s an ‘audio only’ control for
optimum sound quality with music. Once
everything’s set up (DVD-Audio requires a screen
for its menu system) you can shut down the
player’s video circuitry to minimise interference.

Despite its relatively low price point, this is one
of the most accomplished DVD-Audio players
we’ve heard so far. With a few of
Warner’s 24-bit/96kHz Advanced
Resolution multichannel titles - by
The Doors, Natalie Merchant et al -
this deck makes a pretty convincing

6  HIFI CHOICE = www.hifichoice.co.uk

argument for music in surround, DVD-A style.
You don’t get the same impression of fluidity
and refinement that oozes from Sony’s
comparably priced multichannel SACD
players, perhaps partly because of the Denon’s
video-oriented specification, and partly
because the sonic quality of much DVD-A
software available to date is a little lacking. But
its solid and propulsive sound makes for
compelling listening nonetheless.

But the real value is in its performance with
other disc formats. It’s an excellent DVD-Video
player - vibrant with surround sound movie
soundtracks, crisp and even in the picture
department. And CD replay is well above
average for a sub-£500 DVD, with good rhythm
and detail, if a little roughly-hewn. With
players like this on the market DVD-Audio’s
chances of survival will be greatly enhanced.

february 2002




FIRST IMPRESSIONS

- ARCAYDIS
KS LOUDSPEAKER

E3E3ES £259.00

rcaydis has
shown tenacity and

talent in making a space for itself
in the crowded UK loudspeaker
market. The latest offering is the
AKS, a fairly compact standmount model
strolling unashamedly into the ferociously
competitive sub-£300 sector. It’s an old-
fashioned looker next to the contoured baffles
and flash drive units of many contemporary
designs, but real wood veneer is an impressive |
boast at just £259 a pair.

Indeed, tradition is a notion Arcaydis sets
much store in, a view evident in the way this ‘
speaker sounds. It needs a little care with
placement: site on solid stands, high enough
to lift the tweeter towards ear height, and toe
in a little towards your listening position. Keep
it a foot or two away from walls, too, and the
AKS does much to beguile the listener.

This is a speaker of particular tastes. Its
balance is laid back and a little cuddly, with
plenty of detail but not much ‘oomph’. It veers
towards the acousticfjazz/vocal side of things,
with a beautiful coherence through mid to
upper frequencies and the ability to project a
well-produced stereo recording with air and
precision, laterally and three-dimensionally. |

These are impressive attributes at the price,
and with a disc like Van Morrison’s Moondance |
you find you’re listening to the music, not ‘
over-wrought coloration from the speakers.
But these aren’t boxes to rock to, or even dance
to. They lack the punch, dynamism and bass
drive to throw fast, rhythmic music into
overdrive, ending up rather soft and ragged
with stuff that should sound hard and fast.

The AKS is really too polite to be an all-
rounder. But if your tastes are of the jazzy,
easier-going persuasion then these are budget
contenders with serious credentials. TB

TREAM

Al MEASURES 17x31x24.5cm (WxHxD), hand veneered 18mm MDF

et e cabinet with oak, cherry or rosewood options, soft dome tweeter
i mounted below 120mm mid/bass driver, gold plated bi-wire

costs 'fss at / ; terminals, manufacturer’s sensitivity rating 88dB, manufacturer’s

Arcaydis. - - impedance rating four ohms.

) : ARCAYDIS @& 01562 865788
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS

DATASTREAM

MEASURES 16x110x23cm
(WxHxD), 2.5-way bass reflex
design, 87dB sensitivity, 26mm
soft-dome tweeter, twin
110mm polymer mid/bass
cones, six chm impedance.

UKD = 01753 652669

OPERA

SP2 LOUDSPEAKERS

Nice metalwork but
not sharp enough
for some floors.

| £1,350.00

night with the Operas was enjoyed

recently, a stylish affair, thanks to the

beautifully curvaceous mahogany

cabinets that make up the Italian SP2.

The distinctive ‘boat-tail’ cabinet
distinguishes the SP series, which is made up of
only four pieces of solid hardwood, the back and
sides of the cabinet are made from a single piece
of curved wood. This design is claimed to
produce excellent rigidity and reduces internal
standing waves, as there are no parallel sides to
reflect sound. A hardwood plinth attaches to the
base of the cabinets using brass spacers, and
some very rounded cones lift them from the
floor, although in practice, sharper spikes would
have provided better stability with carpets.

At the base of the SP2 is a downward-firing bass
reflex port, this is connected to the two cavities
behind the 110mm polymer mid/bass drivers.
Double-asymmetric cavity loading is the
technical term, and it claims to add weight and
depth to the sound that emits from two compact
mid/bass drivers. A 26mm soft-dome tweeter

handles the treble, while connections are
made via Operas’ own brass speaker terminals,
of which there are only two. After some
fiddling with positioning to reinforce the
evidently lean bass output, the SP2 settled
down and revealed its capacity to present
music naturally, with a clean, sweet treble and
tight, well-timed midband.

I did find the reflex port troublesome
sometimes; when it was relied upon with rock
and dance, it lacked the authority and fidelity
that bigger drivers can provide. However, the
quantity and extension was surprising for such
a slender cabinet. The Operas’ forte is
definitely acoustic and vocal music, where the
natural, laid-back presentation impresses
highly. It’s not a particularly dynamic speaker,
and it’s a bit lean, but what a natural
sounding, visual masterpiece! DG

“THE BACK AND SIDES OF THE
CABINET ARE MADE FROM A
SINGLE PIECE OF CURVED W00D.”

8 | HI'FI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Trade up to high performance,
elegance and simplicity with Bose®
Digital Lifestyle® systems.

Trade in your old hi-fi system now. o
It could be worth up to £600] g

*Trade-in allowances vary subject t@
Trade in an “old system” against a ew Bo
Digital Lifestyle® system. Other off
Details in stofe. Offer ends 27th Ja

Bose Lifestyle® 30 digital

Please send me more information ™ ™ : "
: [ L }:31 o, N audio home entertainment system
Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms): ii %:ﬂ:;‘ Y L S | L o
Address: o g' ‘E D W
- .

Bose® Limited, Ambley Green, Gillingham Business Park, 2
Gillingham, Kent ME8 ONJ ®
Alternatively call Freephone: 0800 317942 E

Post Code: Telephone: Cinema audio systems ~ Conventional home  Bose Lifestyle® Systems e l
HI-FI CHOICE 5 : -—
cinema audio systems

Better sound through researche . S




FIRST IMPRESSIONS

MARANTZ DR6050
DUAL-DECK CD-R/RW RECORDER

‘LTHUUGH FRIENDLY AND |
INOFFENSIVE, THE SOUND

IS WITHDRAWN AND
RESERVED.”

| GG £399.90

\ ew would relish the task of trying to
‘ make a twin tray CD-R deck, with all its
knobs and buttons, look pretty. Some
bright spark at Marantz however, has
risen to the challenge, producing quite
possibly the best-looking dual-deck CD-R we’ve
seen. Many of you may want to keep your beloved
CD player and add a separate CD-R, but for people
wanting one-box simplicity, the DR6050 burns
discs with ease and no small amount of style.
Marantz has wisely moved on from black box
design to brushed aluminium fascias along with
a neat, near-symmetrical frontage.
The CD drawers are neat, svelte panels that flip
down as the tray extends, providing a
clean, uncluttered look. A jog dial selector
DATASTREAM chooses tracks for playback and for
CD-R/RW recorder, CD text, recording, allowing for a minimum of fascia
HDCD and dts recording buttons. Despite the thickness of the manual, CD
capability, doublespeed L . .
recording, headphone socket, recording is quick and easy. Internally, copying a
analogue, digital coaxial and CD means pressing only two buttons, before
optical inputs and outputs for hitting another two to finalise the disc at the
end. A double speed recording option is available

both CD and CD-R decks,
remote control with local D-
too, and you can choose to auto-finalise the disc

BUS, diagnostic menu.
MARANTZ & 01753 680868

on completion. Recording from analogue
sources is child’s play too; it takes slightly
longer, navigating a couple more options
including record level settings. With CD replay
the DR6050 is less impressive, as is playback on
many twin-tray CD-R decks.

Although friendly and inoffensive, the sound
iswithdrawn and reserved, lacking depth and
transparency. Most notably this machine is
lacking alittle in dynamics, but for £400
you're getting a good value, great-looking,
dual-deck machine. You would probably get
better performance from a two box set-up if
you have lots of time to audition, but don’t
expect to find anything prettier
or as straightforward as this
great-looking, one-box
recording solution.

CD copying made
very simple.

10 | HIFFICHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk | february 2002




FIRST IMPRESSIONS

EXPOSURE 2010 POWER AMP
AND 2010 INTEGRATED AMP

ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ £499.00 (POWER)/£599.00 (INTEGRATED)

come with a good measure of forwardness and
the presentation can be a bit intense at times,
as the amps’ revealing nature communicates
exactly what your source is saying. No bad
thing, butifyou like it laid back, best partner
with care. The amplifiers can be configured in

elooked at the 2010 integrated
amplifier back in HFC 214, and
now almost exactly a year later
it’s back with an all-new
matching 60 watt power amp.
Both are well thought out, simple boxes that

“YOU

IMMEDIATELY look great. The aluminium casework boasts a three different ways due to a three-position
NOTICE THE thick, brushed fascia, and switch that selects between stereo, bi-
SHED-~LOAD OF cool blue lights adorn the = amp and monoblock
POWER ON volume and input select mode, allowing
OFFER.” knobs. The boxes have a further adventures in

power if you want to
upgrade.

In pre-power mode
there is enough welly to
drive my B&W M801s with
ease, and music is dynamic and
beautifully presented, especially
acoustic and vocal work. For the
money | really liked this duo, and I've been
using them at the heart of my system for a

hand-made quality, which
makes them feel a bit
special. Exposure has made
its remote control from scratch,
and it works well, controlling both
volume and input select, although oddly the
volume up/down buttons are reversed compared
to conventional handsets — beware!

In pre/power configuration, despite the 60
watts available, you immediately notice the shed-

DATASTREAM

2010 integrated amplifier 50
watts into eight ohms, (2010
power 60 watts), remote
control, five line inputs plus one

pair of tape loops, MM or MC
optional phono card £89 .

EXPOSURE ELECTRONICS
@ 01273 423877

load of power on offer, becoming captivated by
the huge transparency and detail provided by
this dynamic duo. These valuable characteristics

little while now. This is an attractive, good
value set-up that uncovers lots of information
in a very musical way. Go and listen! DG

february 2002 ' www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE | 11




FIRST IMPRESSIONS

“THE RCD-1070
MAINTAINS A
STRONG GRIP
ON DYNAMIC
SWINGS AND
GIVES MUSIC A
SENSE OF
IMPORT AND
GRAVITAS.”

DATASTREAM

Burr-Brown PCM1732 18-Bit
equivalent multi-level Delta-
Sigma D/A converter with 8x
oversampling, HDCD playback,
toroidal power transformer,
low resonance transport,
coaxial and optical digital
outputs, full playback options
including random, repeat and
20 track programming.

ROTEL = 01908 317707

ROTEL RCD-10/0

(D PLAYER

Rotel's latest CD player is
a star performer.

| EJESE3E3ET £525.00

otel has produced some fine CD

spinners, from classics like the RCD-

965BX to recentsuccesses like the RCD-

971. The latest in this fine lineage is the

RCD-1070, the first CD player in Rotel’s
new 10 Series. Its outlook is black and brooding
in the stylistic tradition of the brand, but new
design cues introduced across all 10 Series
products - smaller rounded controls for example
- help to deliver a more contemporary feel.

Many of the player’s ingredients are familiar
inside as well as out. The brand has always made
a big deal about the quality of'its toroidal power
transformers, right down to its estimable budget
amplifiers. Naturally one is included here, along
with Rotel’s predictably sturdy build and precise
attention to detail for the sake of audio purity.
There are some pretty serious audio components
nestling amid its circuits, slit foil capacitors and
the like, while important audiophile
considerations like separated
power supplies for analogue and
digital circuits are present and
correct. One difference this time
around is the use of a Burr-Brown
PCM1732 DAC, an 18-bit equivalent
multi-level Delta-Sigma unit.

It’s fair to say this is not the most ergonomically

efficient CD player ever and its tiny, clustered
buttons are on the fiddly side. But never mind, its
sound is full-bodied and wholesome, yet while
some Rotel players of the past have erred too far
towards caution, this one (like other recent
efforts) succeeds in adding detail and vibrancy. It
maintains a strong grip on dynamic swings and
gives music a sense of import and gravitas, in
keeping with the player’s stately fascia.

All of which adds up to a sonic character that
caters for all kinds of music with an assured and
listenable demeanor. Play some classical and both
strings and brass sound bold but not overstressed.
Switch to rock and its delivery is even-handed yet
snappy enough to set your feet tapping, your
fingers drumming or whatever you do when
you’re enjoying a serious CD player. In that
respect, this Rotel certainly qualifies. TB

12 HI'FI CHOICE
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Sony Super Audio CD.

With Super Audio CD, you'll hear sounds almost beyond the range of human hearing.
How? Because Super Audio CD uses completely new technology cailed Direct
Stream Digital (DSD), which gives you sound quality unmatched by conventional CD
systems, bringing the finest details into sharp relief. With Super Audio CD’s new
multichannel capabilities this sonic purity can now surround you, recreating the
atmosphere of a live performance or recording. But Super Audio CD is not restricted
to pure Super Audio CD players alone — Sony has now incorporated this breakthrough
sound technology in selected DVD-Video players and Digital Audio Video systems. So
if you truly want to hear what you are listening to, listen to Super Audio CD from Sony.

Customer information centre 08705111 999 :
WWW.S0Ny.Go. uk Sony, Super Audio CD and Direct Stream Digital are registered trademarks of the Sony Corporation, Japan.



BROUGHT TO YOU BY TIM BOWERN, DAN GEORGE AND PAUL MESSENGER.

SURROUNDED BY NADS

HIGH-END MULTICHANNEL AMPS FEATURE IN RAFT OF NEW PRODUCTS

Legendary budget brand NAD continues to chase the
high-end with its first multichannel Silverline products.
The S1701is a £3,500 multichannel preamp/processor

with onboard decoding for Dolby Digital, DTS and THX
Surround EX formats. Home cinema fans will welcome
it's THX Ultra-certification, while multichannel oriented
music fans will love its 24-bit/96kHz compatibility and
six-channel analogue inputs for connection to DVD-
Audio and multichannel SACD players. It also has ten

analogue inputs for source components (six audio/video,
four audio only), along with six digital audio inputs.

NAD has also introduced a power amp to match. The
£2,200 S250 has five monoblock amp sections each
with dual-differential, fully Class A input and driver stage
circuitry. It delivers 125 watts x5 or 200 watts x2, and
NAD's soft-clipping circuitry ensures the amp doesn't get
into trouble during dynamic peaks. And as NAD claims
to be the first to introduce a THX-certified power amp it's

SKINNY SOUNDS

SUPER-SLIM SURROUND SOLUTION FROM SEQUENCE

If you fancy some wall-hanging speakers but you're not convinced
by the sonic qualities of NXT-derived technologies so far, Sequence
might just have the answer. Its speakers combine traditional
dynamic drive units with cabinets that are just 7cm thick, and prices
start at around £200.

Speakers like these first emerged under the Sequence name

no surprise to see full THX certification here too.

NAD has also announced two further products at
more familiar price points. The C660 is the brand's first
CD recorder — a twin-tray model at £500 (see First
Impressions next month). And the 7531, NAD's latest
entry-level DVD-Video player, is now available at £330.
Lenbrook UK =& 07908 319360

WHOLE LOTTA ROSIE

NEW SOLID STATE AMPS FROM MARK LEVINSON’S HIGH-END PROJECT

Mark Levinson's Red Rose brand has
introduced a range of solid state
electronics to sit alongside its valve
designs. Entry point is the Rosette series,
currently hosting two separate compo-

some years back, long before NXT flat speakers hit the market
place. After something of a hiatus they're back in new, improved
form, ready to cash in on the growing market for wall-hanging
plasma and LCD TVs and the need for stylish surround sound
solutions. The range starts with the Model 200 at £200 per pair,
which may also be configured as a centre speaker at £125 each.
Then there’s the larger Model 300 at £250 a pair and Model 400 at
£300 a pair, along with a £400 active subwoofer called the SW500.
Each speaker couples a paper-coned mid/bass driver with a
25mm fabric dome tweeter, and comes wrapped in a choice of
cloths — beige, black, grey, green, navy and plum. Optional floor-
standing plinths are available at £30 a pair. To see how the Model
300s fare, check out next issue’s fascinatingly eclectic group of
designer loudspeakers.
Audio Group = 01367 253295

® Rep Rost Musk
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nents. The Rosette 1 (left) is an
integrated amp rated at 50 watts per
channel. It's designed to stand vertically
and offers just four inputs, one set of
speaker outputs and a volume control.
Apparently, its “simplicity and under-
stated look” is “in harmony with the
minimalist approach of ‘just the music™.
It's joined by a similarly constructed
phono stage called the Rosette 2 —both
units are priced at £2,000.

If that's not enough, try the Passion. A
more conventional horizontal design, it
delivers a claimed 100 watts per channel
and costs £3,000. Or for the ultimate
Red Rose solid state experience try cou-
pling the Ascension with the Affirmation
—a preamp and 200 watt power amp
costing £5,000 and £7,000 respectively.
According to Red Rose, the result is “an
energy which has formerly been unavail-
able in audio equipment. Going beyond
mere sound, it is a feeling which makes
listening to music a great joy.”

MDC = 01992 573030




THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME?

HIGH-END SPEAKERS - BUT NOT AS WE KNOW THEM

Otherworldly speakers may be all the rage these days, but there are none which
strike a more jaw-dropping pose than the new GT1 Series from Design e. The
bedrock of the range is the GT1 Series Satellite Loudspeaker (above), an arresting
floorstander with swan-like neck and spherical main enclosure containing a
mid/bass driver and a soft dome tweeter. Its entire enclosure is fashioned from a
multi-layered composite of fire retardant polyester resin and glass fibre and finished
in a range of contemporary colours.

You can buy a pair of these satellites on their own for £3,525, or if you decide

NEWS

The GT1’s swan necks

prove that not all speakers
have to be ugly ducklings.

more bass is required you can add a pair of GT1 Series Bass-Enhancer Loudspeakers
for £2,350 — one to go with each satellite. These are more squat in stature but
employ a similar spherical composite main enclosure with a single bass driver. This
spherical shape is chosen for more than just aesthetic reasons — it reduces internal
standing waves and virtually eliminates cabinet diffraction for fabulous imaging.
Described by Design e as “a fusion of art and technology”, the GT1 Series will be
available in the New Year. We'll be giving it a full review very soon. Oh yes.

Designe @ 01243 377899

PRELUDE TO INFINITY

ULTIMATE INFINITY SPEAKER RANGE RELEASED

Infinity's flagship Prelude MTS speaker system
has been released in the UK following its US
debut. The system's four models include a three-
way tower with matching centre speaker, and
right and left active subwoofers.

In the tower, suitable for two or multichannel
listening, the CMMD (ceramic metal-matrix
diaphragms) are mounted in a cast-aluminium
baffle attached to an aluminium cabinet.

The Prelude MTS subwoofer boasts 850
watts of amplification and features Infinity's
RABOS bass optimisation system, which tries to
eliminate room induced resonances. Supplied

BEST OF BRITISH AVI LAUNCHES NE\{V b liLAYER

The latest CD player from British hi-fi firm AVI is the MC4 Reference. It's dressed in a garb familiar to
anyone with prfor experience of the brand, but its maker claims some significantdifferences ensure it
will stand firm against models at ten times its £999 asking price.

AV says sound quality has been significantly improved compared to previous generations by the
use of extra-high-grade audio components and ‘AVI active filters'. Usability too has been improved,
with more functions on the remote, ‘next’ and
‘previous’ buttons on the fascia, a more compre-
hensive display and the provision of optical and
electrical digital outputs. Full review next month.
AVi= 01453 752656

with the package is a test CD and sound-level
meter to calibrate the system to your room as
well as locate and eliminate unwanted bass
nodes. Prices start at £1,300 for the centre
speaker, with the towers selling at £1,700 each.
Harman Consumer UK @& 020 8731 4670

IN BRIEF

COPY PROTECTION systems hit
the headlines as thousands of
angry fans returned copies of
Natalie Imbruglia’s copy-pro-
tected White Lilies Island CD,
after the discs refused to play
on their PCs and DVD players.
BMG Entertainment has set up
a UK hotline for complaints and
is offering replacement discs
both via both the label and
retailers. Sales of blank CD-Rs
have risen by 80% in the last
12 months while album sales
have dropped, fuelling record
label's efforts to copy-protect
their forthcoming releases.

ACOUSTIC ENERGY has
launched the AEGO PS5, a high-
performance multichannel
speaker system, using palm-
sized satellite speakers and a
compact active sub, with a sep-
arate Dolby Digital/DTS decoder
that connects to a DVD player.
The package contains cables,
connectors and wall brackets
giving a one-box upgrade solu-
tion for £599.95. Available now
in black or white.

@ 01285 654432

CLASSICAL music sales have
fallen to an all-time low in the
last 12 months, now represent-
ing only 3% of all music sales

according to the Daily
Telegraph on 5th December.

ONKYO has introduced the
Home Style HS-N1 Desktop
Audio System, a lifestyle mini-
system featuring a CD player
and RDS AM/FM tuner.The unit
boasts USB connectivity for PC
audio links and a digital optical
output for CD-R and MiniDisc
recording. Expect to pay around
£599 in the shops now.

e 01788556777

LUMLEY has launched a new
loudspeaker range called
Lampros. Prices start at £2,500
for the Lampros 100, rising to
£9,000 for the range-topping
Lampros 400.
= 01892 539245

EMI, AOL/TIME WARNER and
Bertelsmann have launched an
online music service after
spending millions to stop free
online file sharing service
Napster. The trio are offering
100 tracks per month for $9.99,
but they are only playable on a
PC and they have a limited life
of one month, after which they
self-destruct! Post-Napster sites
live on, try www.gnutella.com.

IN BRIEF CONTINUES ON P16
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THINK PINK

PINK TRIANGLE LAUNCHES DISTINCTIVE CD PLAYER AND AMP

Innovative hi-fibrand Pink Triangle is back with a bang. The company has unveiled two new high-
end products after two years of development — the DaCapo Il CD player and Integral integrated amp.

The DaCapo Il is evolved from Pink Triangle’s 1-bit DaCapo DAC and Litaural CD player, both
respected CD products from its turntable days. Among its features are two user-selectable filter
options for a degree of sonic tailoring and a battery-driven power supply to isolate sensitive circuitry
from mains interference and improve the signal-to-noise ratio. Its design is said to be fully modular
too, giving the user the opportunity to upgrade to DVD-Audio or SACD playback some time in the
future. Its case is adorned with brushed aluminium and nickel silver plate and it's priced at £4,300.

Its style is matched by the Integral amp, a dual-mono design rated at 100 watts per channel into
eight ohms. Both balanced (XLR) and single-ended (RCA) inputs are supplied, along with remote
control and a hefty internal spec. It's available now at £3,995, a DaCapo Il follows in the New Year.
Pink Triangle @& 020 7703 5498

RUARK 2002

NEW, BIGGER SPEAKERS FROM CELEBRATED CABINET MAKER

colours, and all are fitted with a black cloth-
covered sculptured gille.
Ruark Loudspeakers @&

Ruark has announced details of a Contemporary
I series for 2002. Two brand new models, the
Etude and Epicentre join updated versions of the
Epilog, Dialogue, Prelude and Prologue and all
models feature new cabinets and various specifi-
cation upgrades. The new units carry the Il leg-
end after their model names to denote the
second series. The Prelude and Prologue Il are
larger speakers than their

predecessors and both are fitted with new satin
black sculptured plinths. The whole series is
available in real wood veneers in a choice of four

01702601410

IN BRIEF continuen

COMPILATION CAPERS

EASY COMPILATIONS WITH PHILIPS CD RECORDERS

Re-recordable CD pioneer Philips has added three new models to
its expanding line-up. The most heavily equipped newcomer is the
CDR820, a three-to-one model with a three-disc CD autochanger
on one side and a single disc CD recorder on the other. Load up
three discs, programme the tracks and you're away — compilation
building couldn't be simpler. Features include 4x speed recording,
CD text support and MP3-CD playback. Bypass of the integral
sample rate conversion system is also included to reduce jitter
effects when recording direct from CD to CD —all for £350.
Slightly less well specified is the CDR802, another three-to-
one recorder which replaces the CDR785 as ‘an affordable intro-
duction to home-grown CD compilations’, priced at £300. Finally,
there's the CDR602 — exactly the same as the recent CDR600,
from last issue, but silver
instead of black. Its price
is the same at £229.99.
Philips UK
= 02086892166

STANLEY KELLY
1912 - 2001

OBITUARY

It's a sad duty to report the death of Stan Kelly, afounding father
of British hi-fi. A theoretical and practical engineer of great skill
and versatility, his legacy includes such legendary products as the
Kelly Ribbon tweeter. But perhaps his most important contribu-
tion was as the core technical guru —especially in the early days —
of Hi-Fi News magazine, which he helped found in 1956.

Over a long and active life he was awarded over thirty patents,
for inventions as diverse as police sirens and space navigation
accelerometers. But Stan didn't just design things: he made them,
in aridiculously well-appointed shed at his Broadstairs home.
Where a company might take six months to bring in a new drive
unit, Stan could knock one up on his lathes in an afternoon — like
the unique 'Boxer’ soft-dome midrange driver he developed in the
1980s for high level studio monitoring. Even his retirement in
1992 at age 80 wasn't the end of the story, as he collaborated
with Musical Fidelity's Antony Michaelson in 1997 to introduce
two high-sensitivity speakers under the Kelly Transducers brand.

RECOTON has announced a new
range of audio speaker cables

range of contem-
porary furniture

from Acoustic Research called from its Oxo

Pro Series. The range features Tower HQ. The
the Pro Series Flat and CIDI CD holder
MicroFlat speaker cable, a g (left) units hold 25

discs and can be
stacked together
to create a free-
standing tower as
tall as you can
manage! Each
CIDI rack costs
£41.

= 0207928 2155

0.5mm thick two-strand variety
that is designed to run under
carpets and wallpaper.
MicroFlat cable starts at £54.99
for a 14-metre pack.

@ 0161702 5000

®0 e ¢ ¢

BDM DESIGN is a new company B
responsible for producing a
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VIDEOLOGIC has launched
PURE, a range of premium
home entertainment and con-
sumer audio products to run
alongside the existing
Videologic range. The first PURE
products will include a home
cinema audio system, a mini

DRX-601 DAB tuner and a DRX-

601EX portable DAB unit.
Prices aren't yet confirmed.
= 01923 260 511

DAB tuners may be available
from as little as £100 in 2002

says budget manufacturer
Goodmans. The company has
been working with Imagination
Technologies and Digital One to
produce a range of affordable
DAB products. The line-up
includes a DVD player, portable
CD and in-car head unit, which
allinclude a DAB tuner.The
launch is expected in the
second half of 2002.
www.ukdigitalradio.com

A LAWSUIT brought against the
music industry was thrown out

this month by a New Jersey
judge, who stated that
threatened legal action wasn't
enough to stop a computer-sci-
ence professor from publishing
his research on the weaknesses
of the industry’s technologies
for protecting digital music.
Professor Edward Felten had
sued the Recording Industry of
America after receiving a letter
threatening legal action if he
published his reseatch. The
judge’s ruling has not yet been
made available.
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The Tannoy Dimension series
incorporates the very latest wide
bandwidth and Dual Concentric™
technology in an acoustically optimised
cabinet. An innovative blend of
beautiful styling and ground-breaking
technical achievement.

Sound and science in perfect harmony.

BREAKING SOUND BARRIERS

To receive literature on the
Tannoy Dimension range call our
Sales Hotline 01236 702 509

www.tannoy.com
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igital amplifiers have not
had quite the revolutionary
impact that they promised,
not in the hi-fi world at least.
There have been some pretty
valiant efforts to produce a
world-beating digital
amplifier from TACT and
Sharp to name a couple -
even Bang & Olufsen has

REVIEW JASON KENNEDY

been using Class D modules
in its active speakers, but none of these has
revolutionised our hobby. Audio newcomer
ESLab would like to change all that with an
American digital amplifier technology called
Tripath. This is effectively a digital amplifier
on a chip and delivers the incredible efficiency,
compactness and cool running that makes

p—

HEAVEN

DIGITAL AMPLIFIERS HOLD A PROMISE THAT IS
HARD TO RESIST AND ONE THAT NEWCOMER
ESLAB IS MAKING A STAB AT DELIVERING.

such technology so appropriate for mobile
phones, laptops and the like. But its claimed
benefits also include the removal of crossover,
thermal overload and RF interference-induced
distortions. The Tripath chip has so far only
appeared in one other hi-fi product from
another new brand, Veritas, but it’s safe to
assume that some of the better known
specialists will be investigating its potential.
ESLab is an electronic controls maker based in
Steyning, W Sussex, home of SME and B&W
research. Owner Steve Crampton looked at the
Tripath design and saw its hi-fi potential, which
led to the DX S4 power amp, or loudspeaker
driver as he calls it, spearheading a planned
range of six monoblock and two-channel
designs. This 180 watt unit comes clad in an
unusually solid case finished in black rhodium. >
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HIGH PERFORMANCE ESLAB DX 54 DIGITAL AMPLIFIER
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The DX S4 has every
connection option
except digital.

‘ANOTHER LAYER HAD BEEN PEELED OFF THE
BARRIER BETWEEN RECORDING AND REPLAY.”

Connections include two sets of BFA
(inconvenient, inverted 4mm plugs for which
matching connectors are supplied) speaker
terminals alongside both balanced and single-
ended inputs and a 12v trigger socket for remote
on/off switching. There is no facility for a digital
input. Coming from a controls company, the DX
S4 has more than its fair share of electronic
switching capabilities, including varying
degrees of automatic muting and standby
selection; from auto mute after 30 minutes to
always on in three stages, and a multicolour
indicator that tells you if there’s a problem and
what sort it is - not exactly self-diagnostic but as
close as any hi-fi component has come.
Internally there are switches for bridged mono
operation (500 watts), chassis earthing, power-
up and music sensing, adjustable gain (25 or
50x) and low frequency turnover to avoid
feeding low signals to small speakers which is
claimed to yield benefits.

The DX S4 is a beautifully built piece of kit, and
just like it says on the label it doesn’t get hot and
is unusually compact for an amplifier of its rated
power (9x29x35cm to be precise). But even with
hifi, size isn’t everything. Well, not always.

SOUND QUALITY

This amplifier turned up as I was reviewing
some Spendor S9 speakers so I gave it a blast and
was impressed, particularly with the bass which
took on a precision that one rarely encounters.
The Spendor’s explicit midrange suggested that

another layer had been peeled off the barrier
between recording and replay and it gave the
impression that microphones could be clearly
differentiated. A good start, especially when
combined with a lively, dynamic quality that
imbued the music with life and energy. This
impression increased when I went back to my
usual Living Voice speakers, as its nimbleness
throughout the audio band combined with
great transparency for tremendous resolution.
But something was amiss, there was a thinness
of tone at high frequencies that left cymbals
sounding splashy and unrealistic and had
choral voices hardening as they rose. It soon
became clear that the amp didn’t like the runs
of high capacitance Electrofluidics cable that sit
between crossover and loudspeaker in my
system, once this had been replaced with
Townshend Cryogenic Isolda it was a lot
happier. This is a precise sounding amplifier,
everything slots into place with a coherence
that’s quite unusual. The high end on the Living
Voices was a little softened and brushed drums
sounded a little mushy, but the timing of the
strokes was spot on. It was quite extraordinary
how distinct were the variations in timing
quality when I changed the interconnect from
the ATC SCA2 preamp.

In terms of imaging, the ESLab also gives a
great sense of precision and is able to portray
depth and width ably if not as well as the best.
And there is no denying that the amp has a
lightness of touch. There’s also a great

20 HIFI CHOICE www.hifichoice.co.uk  february 2002



passion
perfection

|

@

e sy

le.

= [

,..%

.
*

Created for music.

Chord products have captured the
hearts and minds of listeners and
reviewers throughout the world.

It’s no wonder. Each unit is hand
built to individual order by British
craftsmen, and designed to give the
effortless musical performance you
have always desired.

To learn more about our exclusive
range of products, including the
exquisite CPA4000E & SPM1200E
pre/power  combination, please
contact us on 01622 721444, email
sales@chord.softnet.co.uk, or visit

www.chordelectronics.co.uk

Chord Electronics Limited



HIGH PERFORMANCE ESLAB DX S4 DIGITAL AMPLIFIER

e O
ye 4 - > I \ ES LAB DX-54: OUTPUT IMPEDANCE vs FREQUENCY RESPONSE into 4ohw L5151 01 & DMB02 53 SPEAKER
‘od . R C] [ohm |
§ P ¥ »
x: “%[THE ac surTe ©wiLen auoio| 2%
RESEARCH

154 -1.8

10| -18

e 12

0.5 10

1.0-| - 0.8

1.5 -06

20 -04

25| 02

a0 - 0.0

2 100 1000 10000 30000
Hz

The ‘T-Class’ logo refers to the the PWM (or Delta-Sigma)
TA0104 dual-channel amp module at the heart of the DX
S4.The principles of its highly efficient operation are not
unlike those of the TACT Millennium digital amp (HFC 149
and 178). These amps use power transistors as switches,
which are either fully on or fully off and, as switches cannot
dissipate any heat, approach 100 per cent efficiency.

But whereas the Millennium acted directly upon a digital
input, the DX S4's analogue input is, presumably, digitised
within the Tripath module. Tripath is cagey about the precise
nature of its technology, but like other PWM amps, it
outputs a significant quantity of ultrasonic, ‘re-shaped’ noise

that must be filtered away to reveal the music waveform.
Note the micro immediacy to this amplifier, and in this respect ESLabs is otherwise conservative in its specification, for
:v":‘iittce';efsofy:eltl:i:gazﬂ it combines the best qualities of transistors and the DX S4 actually delivers a full 2x280W/8ohm and
operational modes. valves — you get the presence of the latter with 2x380W/4ohm before its electronic protection kicks in. Fast
the power and phase coherence of the former. protection is important because both the PWM output stage
The amount of bandwidth you get depends not and filter network will rapidly heat with sustained power
on the absolute limitations of the speaker but outputs, especially at high frequencies.
on the load the speaker presents. For instance I ESLab'’s use of this module is impressive, achieving a very
was surprised to get more bass weight out of a low distortion for this technology — 0.01% at 1W/8ohm
pair of LS3/5A speakers using my reference through to a minimum of 0.002% at 10W/8ohm. Distortion
Gamut power amp (also 200 Watts). increases to the true clip point of around 0.2% at 280W/
8ohm. There's also some increase at bass (0.02%/20Hz) and
CONCLUSION treble (0.07%/20kHz) frequencies at 10W/8ohm. While
Tripath technology clearly has a lot going for it these figures all best ES's own specification for the DX S4,
and thisimplementation is highly professional. our unit was also considerably noisier than expected. The A-
In the Lab Report you’ll see that like other wtd S/N ratio of 91dB is considerably adrift of the 108dB
digital amps, it is highly sensitive to the load it’s rating (re. rated output/8ohm) but is ‘white’ or hiss-like in
driving. Its balance differed with all three of the nature, rather than supply-related.
speakers I used, my reference Living Voice ESLabs has optimised its filter stage to minimise the
Avatar OBX-R with its high sensitivity and tough unwanted radiation of this noise, but all such filters have a
load is probably not the best choice, but it reactive component that increases the amplifier's output
sounded pretty sweet nonetheless. impedance through the treble. This makes them sensitive to
£2,495, ESLAB @ 01903 814618 the varying load impedance of different loudspeakers.
Our graph shows this rise in impedance (black trace)

through the treble and how its response (red trace) has
been engineered to appear ‘flat’ into a purely resistive 4ohm
load. Driving an 8ohm load, the response ‘brightens’ by
+0.6dB at 20kHz while into a lower 2ohm load it dips by
-1.6dB at 20kHz. As the impedance trend of a real speaker
varies continuously with frequency, so does the ‘system
response’ of the DX S4. The response driving a pair of B&W
DM602 S3 loudspeakers to ~10W is represented by the blue
trace. This increased dependence on the speaker load is one
of the trade-offs of this technology and one reason why the
DX-S4 will be more sensitive to system matching than usual.

“IT'S HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO THE LOUDSPEAKER IT'S DRIVING. THE
BALANCE DIFFERED WITH ALL THREE OF THE SPEAKERS I USED.”
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QUNEX

PRECISION INTERCONNECTS

The Qunex multi-awa inning range of

interconnects are designed with a single purpose

in mind - to deliver the purest signal possible from
one hi-fi component to another.

QUNEX by QED, NATURALLY.

QED Audio Products Ltd.
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REVIEW PAUL MILLER

SONY SCD-XA333ES MULTICHANNEL SACD PLAYER HIGH PERFORMANCE

SONY'S LATEST MULTICHANNEL SACD PLAYER GIVES

flast month’s review of Sony’s flagship
SCD-XA777ES whetted your appetite for
multichannel SACD audio, then this
companion player, the SCD-XA333ES, may
well suffice as the main course. It looks
very similar to the’777 with its centrally-
located mechanism and rotary track
selection dial and even shares the same
RM-SX700 remote control. The player also
sports a combination of two-channel stereo
outputs for CD replay, with a set of 5.1-
channel outputs for multichannel SACD and,
quite naturally, is also compatible with SACD,
CD, CD-R and CD-RW software. And yet despite
these similarities, the SCD-XA333ES is over a
grand cheaper at £1,200.
Sure enough, the *333 is not quite as hefty as
the 777 which is built into a three-part frame-

QUALITY AUDIO-STARVED EARS A GOOD STUFFING.

and-beam chassis. Instead, the ’333 is reinforced
by five plastic supports located at the corners
and rear of the box in what Sony describes as a
base-and-pillar construction. This ‘entry-level’ ES
player also sports the same Super Audio DACs as
its big brother, though with three rather than
six pairs, its implementation is more
traditional. In practice there’s no technical
penalty as this model boasts vanishingly low
levels of distortion (0.0004%) and digital jitter
(160psec) with a wide 110dB S/N ratio which,
ironically, is actually 5dB better than that
achieved by the SCD-XA777ES...

SOUND QUALITY

Under the bonnet, there are more ‘audiophile’
components than you might care to shake a
stick at, including a small forest of the Silmic
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HIGH PERFORMANCE SONY SCD-XA333ES MULTICHANNEL SACD PLAYER

HI-FH

magazine

“IT'S ONLY

WHEN THE '333
IS USED IN
MULTICHANNEL

MODE THAT ALL
ITS MUSICAL
PIECES REALLY
FIT TOGETHER.”

capacitors that helped keep Marantz’s CD
players on the map through the 1990’s. Clearly,
Sony is taking the analogue engineering of this
product very seriously indeed, in contrast to
many DVD-A players currently available.

Because the SCD-XA333ES is not compatible
with DVD software, it doesn’t have a video
output or on-screen menu. Instead, you set it up
by scrolling through various lines of text on the
main display which separate two-channel from
multichannel operation. CD replay, for example,
has the option of either a standard or more
gentle digital filter action, the latter not
dissimilar to Pioneer’s Legato Link. SACD does
not require digital filtering but you have the
option of adjusting each of the channel output
levels with respect to one another in addition to
setting, say, the centre and rear channels to
‘small’ if they are dwarfed by your main pair.

Anyone who’s used a DVD player will be
familiar with this setup procedure, but while
shifting bass from one (small) channel to the
remaining (large) channels is pretty easy to
accomplish with the PCM code used by CD and
DVD, it’s far trickier with SACD’s high-speed
bitstream. This ‘bass management’ is about as
far as SACD’s signal processing currently
extends, so we’ll have to wait another
generation or two before we see interchannel
delays available on the SACD menu. All of which
means that to achieve the best 3D effect with
multichannel SACD, you’ll need to park yourself
equidistant from all five main speakers (see our
feature in HFC 222).

Frankly, because bass managementis not
entirely transparent, I'd recommend using all
current SACD players in ‘Multichannel Direct’
mode unless your centre/rear speakers are no
bigger than a pint pot. Better to feed a small
speaker a full range but unprocessed signal, just
as we have the last 20 years with CD. Better still

to use five identical, or at least very similar,
speakers as we did for our listening tests if the
rich sound of the ’333 is to properly integrate
from front to rear.

If the SCD-XA777ES has a remarkably
transparent, ethereal and enticing sound, then
the "333ES brings an added warmth and
robustness to this musical frame. Thanks to the
greater symmetry between its two and
multichannel DAC stages, the *333 also sounds
very much more consistent whether you are
listening to CD, two-channel or multichannel
SACD. All formats have a slightly more rosy and
occasionally earthy quality about them that
escapes the *777 which is arguably more
neutral, and faithful, in its representation.
Nevertheless, the richness that the 333 brings
to strings, vocals and brass alike is, as one
listener suggested, “an harmonious
Technicolor”.

CONCLUSION
Once again, while two-channel audio sounds
compelling, it’s only when the *333 is used in
multichannel mode that all its musical pieces
really fit together. The live DSD recording of
Ravel’s Bolero by the BFO encompasses the sort of
exquisite, intricate and occasionally incidental
detail that you would not otherwise hear. After
all, only at a live performance would you hear
the creak of a chair or muted cough coming
from behind your seat! Even such familiar, some
might say well-worn, standards are refreshed by
the ’333 which maintains a realistic balance as
more instruments join to contribute, rather
than dominate, the performance which builds
in scale, free from compression or harshness.
So the ’333 is another cracking multichannel
player from Sony. One that clearly builds on the
foundations of its last generation SACD players
while standing its own corner against the top-
flight SCD-XA777ES. I would not be at all
surprised if the SCD-XA333ES ends up as the
player of choice for multichannel audiophiles.
£1,200.00, Sony & 08705 111999

26 | HIFI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk

february 2002



4 wih Bl

CDR30 Dual Deck CD Recorder
* % % % % What Hi-Fi?

DVD20 DVD Player
Dolby Digital™ and DTS™

AVR4000 AV Receiver 5 x 55W
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Harman Kardon is a registered trademark and Power for the Digital Revolution is a trademark of Harman Kardon, Inc. Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories.

DTS is a registered trademark of Digital Theater Systems, Inc. HDCD is a registered trademark of Pacific Microsonic. © 2000 Harman Kardon, Inc.

Harman Kardon creates
great-sounding, innovative

products that are easy to use.

It started when we invented the
hi-fi receiver. Almost half a century
and dozens of “firsts” later, we're

still leading the way.

Take the DVD20, for example. Its
elegant, simple design conceals
the fact that it can handle all

popular sound encoding formats.

Or the incredibly versatile, dual
tray, CDR30 with which you can
create your own CDs, even from
MP3 tracks. You can even play
two different CDs simultaneously

if you like!

And if you love a good film but
think that Home Cinema'’s horribly
complicated, you'll love the
AVR4000. It’ll satisfy the most
input-hungry enthusiast yet you
can set up a multi-channel speaker
system with a single button press

of its EzSet™ remote control.

The Harman Kardon
range: great sound that’s
simplicity itself.

harman/kardon’

Power for the Digital Revolution™

H A Harman International Company

Harman Consumer UK Ltd., Unit 2,
Borehamwood Industrial Park,

Rowley Lane, Herts WD6 5PZ.

Tel: 020 8731 4670 Fax: 020 8731 4699
Email: info.uk@harman.com




impossible?

but what exactly is 1-Bit audio?
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VERY SO OFTEN, along comes one of those events that completely
transforms our enjoyment of music. Think of the impact that stereo
must have had. Or more recently, the advent of the compact disc.
Well, be prepared now to hear the impossible, because the introduction
of 1-Bit audio by Sharp is nothing less than the sound of the new
century. A breathtakingly pure sound that reproduces the original
so faithfully, you’'ll believe you're actually at the performance.

Impossible? Not when you hear it, and not when you hear how it’s done.

o

= TECHNOLOGY THE SECRET’'S IN THE SAMPLING

Unique to Sharp, the revolutionary technology behind this new
1-Bit audio is pretty amazing, and it’s all to do with the way it
processes the signal from a CD. If you're ready for the technical
stuff, here’s how Sharp define it. ‘An ultra-high sampling
speed of 2.8MHz (2,822,400 times per second) gives
unrivalled time accuracy and resolution resulting in faithful
reproduction of the original signal. As 1-Bit signals are
digital, there is virtually no noise or sound degradation during
signal transmission or amplification process.’

THE TIME RESOLUTION ABILITY AN THE INSTANTANEOUS RESPONSE CHARACTERISTIC OF
CD/DV0-AUDIO/1-BIT AMPLIFIER/SACO

s 7 © CD SAMPLING POINT
Tt ar e DVD-AUDIO SAMPLING POINTS
" i
22.675 1-BIT SAMPLING POINTS

I [T ey pre—
co

0.0000226757 1.00 44,100

5.2083 145

0.3543 15
= DVD-AUDIO 0.0000052083 435 192,000
1-BIT AMPLIFIER/SACD | 0.0000003543 64.00 2,822,400

Let’s look a little more closely at what that means exactly.
To put the high speed sampling rate into perspective, compare
it with the sampling rate of a CD. No contest, as
1-Bit audio samples at an incredible sixty four
times the rate - and remember, we used to think
that sound couldn’t get much better with CD.

Quite simply, the higher the sampling
rate, the more faithful the result. Slower
sampling can actually add sound that may not
have been present in the original recording.
With 1-Bit audio, you hear the most accurate
sound performance ever reproduced, because
re-invented the

Sharp has completely

amplification process.

Aavertisement

HOW 1-BIT BREAKS WITH CONVENTION

It’s important to realise that there’s a very big difference between
amplifiers processing analogue signals and those that process
digital signals. In conventional amplifiers - like the ones you're
used to - there’s an inherent problem and it’s this. The signal being
processed from digital encoding to analogue has to pass through
a number of complex stages. Inevitably, this may mean that the
signal becomes more and more untrue at each stage.

In perfecting 1-Bit audio Sharp has broken away from
convention to use an advanced and unique digital processing,
known as Delta Sigma technology. It’s this technology that makes
the ultra-high speed sampling possible, and the difference is awesome.

The digital process ensures that the dynamic range of the
reproduced audio signal remains true, keeping the resolution of
the original audio signal in both the high and low frequency areas.

A brilliant purity of sound is achieved by a simplified sound
transmission circuit that doesn’t add or remove anything from

the original signal. This is true whether the source is existing CDs

or new digital technology.

1-BIT AUDIO LOOKS AS GOOD AS IT SOUNDS
Apart from the incredible sound quality, there’s another significant
advantage with this innovative technology. Being more efficient,
the 1-Bit amplifier takes up less space.

This means Sharp have been able to
revolutionise the product appearance to create
ultra-compact, slim models that strike a note in
sophisticated lifestyle design. So they are as

attractive to the eye as they are to the ear.

WANT TO HEAR MORE?

With this new 1-Bit audio Sharp really have achieved the
impossible. Audio that delivers the warmth and ambience
of analogue, yet with the clarity and purity of digital sound.
You actually experience the entire atmosphere, all the passion and
all the excitement of being right there with the performer. Making
you wonder if you're in your living room or at a live performance.

But if hearing is believing, why not listen for yourself?
You'll find these new Sharp 1-Bit systems at Currys, Dixons,
Comet and all good audio specialists.

Sounds like the best idea is to go and ask for a demonstration.
Or, if you can’t wait to see them, Sharp have a website at

www.sharp.co.uk that features the whole range.

MORE IN TUNE WITH THE ENVIRONMENT
1-Bit audio has superior power efficiency
in comparison with conventional amplifiers
- consuming only around half the power,
and radiating only one fifth the heat.
In the manufacture of all its products,

Sharp uses recycled materials wherever
possible. All of these factors strike the right
note environmentally, which is something
we all have to be mindful of today.
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digital technology served up
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components, individually styled
and each-one ‘an audiophile
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" STEREO INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS BENCH TEST

STEREQ
INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIERS

ALVIN GOLD & PAUL MILLER CHECK OUT THE LATEST WATT MAKERS.

he reason for the small size of this
group - only six products in total - is an
indication of one of those facts of hi-fi
life, which is that stereo integrated
amplifiers are simply no longer being
produced in the same profusion that they once
were. Why? It is not that people are no longer
listening to music. It is not even that people are
no longer buying amplifiers. Rather there has
been a steady drift over the last few years towards
multichannel amplifiers, which are not just
being used to play movies, but are also taking the
place of sales that in the past would have gone to
stereo amplifiers.

This of course is a trend that we have been
following here on HFC. We’ve looked at many
models in the multichannel market, and as
much as anything we've learnt that stereo ampli-
fiers usually - all things considered - sound bet-
ter with music. So stereo amplifiers still have an
important, indeed, essential place in circles
where sound quality matters.

But if music in stereo is what turns you on, we
have a treat for you this month. Our half dozen
models are as eclectic a bunch as you could hope
to assemble. We have ‘straight’ transistor amps, a
valve amp with a MOSFET output stage that looks
like a milliondollars and sounds - well wait and
see. There is a single-ended, Class A amplifier
whose active devices are transistors and whose
genesis dates back more than three decades.
There is also an important revised model from
Arcam, the A75 Plus, which replaces a model that
was only introduced a year ago. More than
enough to suit all stereo tastes.

ON TEST
Arcam DiVA A75 Plus £44990
ARIA Unison Research SR1  £1,250

Marantz PM8200 £599
Rotel RA1070 £1,000
Sugden A2la £999

Talk Electronics Cyclone 2.1 £849.95

EQUIPMENT USED

Tannoy Dimension TD12 speaker
B&W DM602 S3 speaker

TAG McLaren DVD32R transport and
DPA32R digital preamplifier

Denon DVD-3300 DVD-A/CD player

THE LISTENING PANEL
Steve N Harris (Tag McLaren Audio)
Keith Haddock (REL)

MUSIC USED

Alasdair Nicolson/Joanna
MacGregor (piano) - Play
Vaughan Williams/LSO/Richard
Hickox - Symphony No 2

Mary Coughlan - Love For Sale
James Taylor - Hourglass
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ARCAM DIVA A75 PLUS

SOUND
rcam scored a resounding
hit with the first DIVA
range amplifier, the A85,

_ and quickly followed up
with the A65 and A75, which
attracted nothing like the same level
of critical acclaim or sales success,
despite their lower prices. Arcam has
taken the message to heart, and this
is the replacement for the original

A75 (there's an A5 Plus too).

Changes include improved input and

feedback coupling linearity, and

increased output power supply
capacitance with additional low ESR

(Equivalent Series Resistance)

capacitors. Externally the amp is

unchanged: it is equipped with tone
controls and bypass switching, and
unlike the A65 it has a tape monitor
switch that doubles as an AV
processor function, allowing system
volume control from an external
processor.

Much of the rear panel is taken up

by convection cooling fins, with a

THE LAB REPORT

Whatever ‘tweaks' have been
brought to the A75, they have not
altered the fundamental topology
or performance of the amplifier. Its
gain remains unchanged at
+36.6dB though the S/N ratio of
this "Plus’ sample was about 1dB
down on the standard A75 at 85dB
(A-wtd, re. 0dBW). The response
remains flat and the power output
steady at ~60W, both channels
driven from 20Hz-20kHz.
Incidentally, this represents a 10W
advantage over the A65 into 8ohm
and an extra 15W under dynamic

VALUE

£449.90

relatively modest surface area,
though the amp doesn't run hot even
with extended high volume opera-
tion. Inputs number five at line level
including tape and an MM phono
input that can be switched to operate
as a line input (not available on the
A65), giving a potential maximum of
six line inputs. A preamplifier output
is available for bi-amp systems, and
two sets of loudspeakers can be
connected via BFA connectors, one
switchable on the front panel. A full
system remote is provided.

SOUND QUALITY

Because the A75 Plus review sample
only became available just before
press time it could not be put
through the usual blind panel test
programme, though the earlier A75
was, and the panel comments form a
benchmark for this retest. One
remark made of the vanilla A75 was
that 'like a blonde with a 340D bust,
it isn't quite neutral, but it certainly

conditions, amounting to 90W,
164W, 195W (9.9A) and 115.5W
(10.9A) into 8, 4, 2 and 10hm loads,
respectively, to accommodate
musical transients. Distortion is low
and well-controlled with a
minimum of 0.002% through the
bass, rising to 0.03% at very high
frequencies. Only the output
impedance has changed for the
better with a slight reduction from
0.0750hm (A75) to 0.060hm (A75
Plus), though whether this is
sufficient to promote a more
‘tuneful’ bass is doubtful.

CONTACT 01223 203200

www.arcam.co.uk

demands attention’, and | too felt
that it had a rather Technicolor quality
and lacked gravitas. It didn’t sound
like a slimmed-down version of the
A85, the real star in the range.

But the new model certainly does.
Perhaps the most obvious difference

GUARANTEE 2 years

Good all-round sound delivery with the
addition of fire-breathing capabilities.

should add that it worked brilliantly
with the test B&W DM602 S3 with
an enormously wide range of differ-
ent music types, and at surprisingly

is that the A75 Plus has a better
integrated quality, with a sharper,
more powerful and more tuneful bass
that knows how to breathe fire when
necessary, and the speaker as a
whole has better timing. The
character of the sound majors on
clarity and precision, but without
overstepping the mark; this is always
an eminently listenable design. |

high volume levels with the Tannoys,
while always remaining in command.

CONCLUSION

This is a neatly packaged, well
equipped amplifier with some
interesting and unusual secondary
features, and in its new Plus form, it
finally does justice to the DiVA range.
An excellent buy.

“THE CHARACTER OF THE
SOUND MAJORS ON CLARITY
AND PRECISION, BUT WITHOUT

OVERSTEPPING THE MARK.”
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MARANTZ PM8200

SOUND E3E3EIES

ated at 50 watts/channel
(8 ohms RMS over the
usual audio bandwidth),
and 80 watts (4 ohms at
1kHz), the PM8200 is one model
rung up from the 60100SE, but
despite the model name benefits
from selected OSE-style capacitors
and volume potentiometer, a toroidal
transformer and high current LDPS
(Linear Drive Power Supply). Other
highlights include a reinforced, dual
layer base, and the remote control
microprocessor is positioned behind
the heat sink fins to minimise
interactions. A separate tape selector
allows bi-directional tape dubbing,
and the tape circuits can be switched
off entirely, while the tone controls

VALUE

£599.00

are bypassable. There may be too
many controls for those with more
spartan tastes, but they have a top-
class feel, and the pale, gold-brushed
metal finish, along with the sunburst
motif around the blue power LED, are
impressive.

Gold-plated socketry on the rear
panel accommodates five line
sources, including two tape circuits,
and phono (MM only), plus a preamp
output. System link (D-Bus)
sockets allow commands to be chan-
nelled to other components, or for an
external remote receiver to be added
to fully concealed systems. Quality
WBT 4mm speaker sockets are fitted,
and a well organised
system remote control is included.

“ANY AUDIBLE
‘COLOUR’ WILL
DEPEND VERY
HEAVILY ON THE

ATTACHED SPEAKER.”
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CONTACT 01753 680868

HI-FICHOICE

www.marantz.com

SOUND QUALITY
The Marantz has a very particular ~ »
character which quickly became
apparent in the panel tests and the
hands-on tests alike, with agreement
extended to the value judgements,
and not just the basic observations.
‘Music at last!" wrote one, who
continued: 'this is a fine, enjoyable
and even-handed amplifier’, though
he felt it was ‘flawed and slightly
soft’. Other comments: ‘musically
effective, with more scale and space
than a number of the other
amplifiers, especially in the Vaughan
Williams recording’, which he noted
had ‘a better sense of scale’ than in
previous presentations. There was
some criticism of stereo imagery, for
example in the Mary Coughlan
recording which was described as
being 'too large, but with a voice
sound that was too close’, and
‘blowsy'.

Tonally, | found the Marantz slightly

GUARANTEE ? years

An unusual looking Marantz that has a
better range of features than most .

dull, though less so than some of the
other models in the group, but on the
whole it reproduced music with a
strong sense of physical presence and
solidity and with good timing,
adequate levels of detail, and a
notable lack of granularity. On the
whole this was a consistent-sounding
amplifier, despite indications to the
contrary in the panel tests, but there
was an occasional hint of glassiness,
for example in the Joanna
MacGregor piano recording of
Alasdair Nicolson's 42nd S. Romp.

CONCLUSION

Although the feature-rich PM8200
may seem like a step back from
Marantz's purist roots, the amp is
basically well sorted and a
considerable musical success, though
it is not the most powerful in its class.

Distortion produced by the PM8200
varies quite considerably, increasing
with both power output (beyond
10W) and decreasing load (below
8ohm). At very low output
(<1W/8ohm) there is some slight
crossover distortion, beyond which
it falls to a miraculous minimum of
0.0004% from 20Hz-2kHz. But into
a lower 4ohm load and under
dynamic conditions, THD is -90dB
(0.003%) at 10W, -70dB (0.03%) at
80W and -50dB (0.3%) at 130W. As
aresult, any audible’colour’ will
depend very heavily on the
attached speaker.

Its ability to drive difficult loads is
also restricted by a current limit,
evidenced by the dynamic power
output of 95W, 150W, 110W (7.4A)
and just 57W (7.6A) into 8, 4, 2 and
1ohm loads, respectively.
Continuous power output is just
above the rated spec at 2x70W and
2x100W (8 and 4ohm, respectively),
the response is nearly ruler flat and
the outputimpedance usefully low
at 0.04ohm. Weighted noise (which
removes much of the contribution
from the PSU) is also good at
-86.5dB. If only the trends in
distortion were not so fickle...
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Audio Research has always conducted itself in a manner |befitting manufacturers of bespeke products of a bygone age, be they hand-
crafted automobiles, fine timepieces or hand-stitched shoes. It will not be rushed. At any point in its history, Audio Research has
maintained a rank at the top of its field, its position held through the change of millennia with a series of products truly deserving of the
name "Reference’. The Reference 2 Mk Il pre-amplifier and Reference Phono, the Reference 600 Mk Il and 300 Mk Il power amplifiers —
this family of vacuum tube components proves that traditional values such as hand-built construction, superior parts and materials,
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But Audio Research does not restrict its expertise to its flagship models. The company has always employed a "trickle down" approach,
applying the gains acquired through the development of the Reference models throughout the range. Among its latest achievements are

the CD3 Cd player the LS25 Mk Il pre-amplifier and VT100 Mk lll power amplifier, products capable of reproducing sound of a calibre
unknown at their price points.

Audio Research: not a cautious choice, but a considered one.
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ROTEL RA10/0

SOUND

otel's stock in trade is
purposeful but well
equipped amplifiers which
offer a lot of power for the
money, and this newcomer is firmly in
the house tradition. The RA1070 is
rated at 100 watts/channel into eight
ohms, and it is bristling with facilities,
including separate listen and record
selectors for eight inputs, including
two tape circuits and a moving
magnet phono input, which is gener-
ous by any standard. The Rotel allows
any source to be monitored while
another is recording, and for the tape
circuits to be turned off entirely,
advisable when not recording.

36 | HI'FFI CHOICE = www.hifichoice.co.uk

Separate fluorescent dot matrix

displays keep track of what has been

selected. The Rotel omits tone
controls, but includes a four position
(+ off) contour switch to provide

subtle overall response shaping. Two

pairs of speakers can be switched

independently. There is even a full set

of facilities designed for multiroom

and concealed installations, including

two pairs of preamp level outputs,
infra-red in and outputs, a remote
trigger socket, and RJ-45 connector
for computer control. Even the
remote control joins in the party: it

can operate up to nine other compo-

nents and has a learning function.

“IT HAS POWER IN
SPADES, ENOUGH
TO REPRODUCE
ANYTHING THROUGH
ANY LOUDSPEAKER.”

february 2002

' VALUE ‘ £1,000.00 = CONTACT 01908317707 | www.rotel.com = GUARANTEE 2 years

SOUND QUALITY
Both listeners agreed that the Rotel
was muscular and dynamic, and
indeed that it has a fair share of
subtlety. The piano recording was
deemed to have ‘a nice bloom’, with
‘good leading edges’, and ‘more
agility’ than the previous amplifier in
the session. Mary Coughlan’s voice,
however, sounded ‘sibilant’ and
‘lacking in body and mellifluousness’,
while the Vaughan Williams was
‘brash’ according to one, and 'steely
and flat" according to another. The
usually tidy James Taylor recording
was described as ‘shouty’ and had
‘suspect timing'. Clearly they were
not entirely happy with this amplifier.
And neither was |. On the plus side,
using the amplifier out of the blind
panel context soon showed that it
has power in spades, enough to
reproduce just about anything
through any loudspeaker available at
any required volume. If you want an
authentic powerhouse at a moderate

The remote control’s learning function
allows the amp to grow with you.

price, the RA1070 has few equals.
But there is something vaguely
unsatisfactory about the sound,
which somehow fails to breathe
naturally. Although there was some
brashness with the Tannoys, this was
not a problem with other speakers,
but the airless presentation, the lack
of depth and layering in the bass and
the rather emasculated (though deep
and tuneful) bass remained.

CONCLUSION

This is a great choice for large
rooms, insensitive speakers and
where high sound pressure levels
are important considerations, but
although there are few easily
identifiable problems, the music
somehow failed to engage. As one
panellist felt moved enough to put it:
‘where's the body in the voice? And
where's the atmosphere gone?”

Out-powering the other amplifiers
in our test by a significant margin,
the RA1070 even bests its own
100W specification by delivering
2x140W/8ohm and 2x225W/4ohm.
Under dynamic conditions, this
increases to 178W, 318W (8.9A),
535W (16.4A) and a whopping
533W (23.1A) into 1ohm before
Rotel’s electronic protection — quite
sensibly — shuts the amplifier down
till the volume is reduced.
Distortion is low and gratifyingly
consistent at 0.002% from 20Hz-
5kHz and over much of its dynamic

range. The overall gain is high at
+45.2dB and, with the volume
control set to deliver 1W/8ohm @
500mV in, noise is slightly below
average at -83dB (A-wtd) while the
channel balance is relatively poor at
1.1dB. Meanwhile, the contour
settings offer the following
adjustment to bass and treble:
contour L-1 (+4.2dB @ 40Hz), L-2
(+6.7dB @ 20Hz), H (+4dB @
20kHz), LH (+6.5dB @ 20Hz and
+5dB @ 20kHz). These are not
dissimilar to the ‘tilt' controls
offered by Quad many years ago.
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PURE CLASS A AMPLIFIER
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SUGDEN AZ21A

SOUND VALUE

his may be the biggest

secret in the hi-fi industry.

Although solid state, the

Sugden A21a uses a
single-ended Class A circuit topology
more usually associated with high-
end valves which draws a consistent
mean current from the power supply.
Conventional amps use separate
devices for the positive and negative
parts of the waveform, with
constantly varying power
requirements. The prize is a simpler
circuit free from crossover distortion
but the tradeoff is limited power
output — 25 watts/channel into eight
ohms, rather less into four ohms —
and copious quantities of waste heat.
So what is the secret? Sugden has
been making the A21 in various
forms since 1968. It is probably the
longest-running amplifier in history,
and one of only a select handful of
single-ended class A solid state amps.
Pass Labs is the only other prominent
name on the list.

THE LAB REPORT :

I could not confirm that the A21a
operates in a true Class A mode up
to its rated 25W output, though this
was only just achieved at 1kHz into
both 8 and 4ohm loads. Distortion
and supply-modulation are signifi-
cant at low bass frequencies, limit-
ing the 20Hz power figure to
11W/8ohm and pushing THD to a
typical 0.4% (instead of 0.15%
midband and 0.25% at HF).
Sugden’s own figure of 0.01% THD
is only met at <1W/8ohm. Clearly,
the dominant 2nd, 3rd and 4th
harmonic distortions are significant

Despite the large heat sinks, the
A21ais no larger than any of the
other slimline amplifiers in this test,
and it boasts a phono input, tape
monitoring and stereo/mono
switching. Build quality is distinctly
pedestrian, and the PC boards are
hand-loaded and soldered, though
component quality is good.

SOUND QUALITY
Notwithstanding the uninspiring
visuals, from the moment it was first
fired up, it was obvious that this is a
very superior-sounding amplifier, with
an absolutely glorious midband
which paints music on a grand scale,
with authority, superb articulation
and definition and best of all a sense
of physical presence unusual from an
amplifier this side of a big Naim, Krell
or Theta. What sets it apart above all
else is the astonishing ability it has to
bring the subtle texturing and
harmonic complexity of instruments
to life while it copes with the

enough to exert some subjective
impact while the low 3.2A available
current also suggests the A21a is
best partnered with sensitive, easy-
load speakers. Into a non-reactive
load, the response is already -1.3dB
down at 20kHz, but taking the
moderate 0.170hm output imped-
ance into account, this ‘sweetened’
treble rolls off further into a ‘real’
speaker load. Bass is also likely to
be coloured by the supply interac-
tion — hot and colourful, the success
of the A21a will hinge on system
matching and personal taste.

£899.95 (lineonly), £999.95 (phono MM/MC) - CONTACT 01924 406016

expressiveness of playing better than
virtually any integrated amplifier in
my experience. Switch the music on,
and you know instantly you are
hearing something close to a real
performance.

Although the A21a’s power output
appears a little limited on paper, it
was powerful enough in practice, not
just for the super efficient Tannoys,
but also for the other speakers used
in the test.

www.audiosynergy.co.uk

GUARANTEE 2 years

Anything that’s been around for 30+ years
and looks like this has got to sound good.

CONCLUSION

Build quality is neither as

slick, nor it seems, as robust as some,
and it runs uncomfortably hot. Don't
worry about the low power
specification though: it has more
usable power than the numbers
suggest, and sonically the A21ais in
the very top dlass.

“YOU KNOW
INSTANTLY YOU ARE

HEARING SOMETHING

CLOSE TO A REAL
PERFORMANCE.”
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TALK ELECTRONICS CYCLONE 2.1

SOUND E3E3E3ES

VALUE E3E3E3

£849.95

CONTACT 01276 709966

www.talkelectronics.com

GUARANTEE 3 years

e have tested various
Talk amplifiers in the
past, including the
Storm and the
Tornado, and an earlier version of the
Cyclone. But the Cyclone 2.1is a
different animal, which shares the
same lateral MOSFET power supply,
and which has a similar and highly
distinctive front panel design, but
which is otherwise new from the
ground up. The front end now uses a
current mirror, and a cascaded
voltage gain stage is designed to
improve power supply noise rejection
and improve open loop gain. The
frequency response of the circuit has

now joined the digital age (-3dB at
100kHz), and the speaker terminals
have transmogrified into BFA
connectors.

The Cyclone 2.1 will soon be able
to handle 5.1 channel audio sources
(DVD-Audio etc) using an add-in
board and an external three-channel
power amplifier. As it stands, you get
source and tape monitoring using a
(counter-intuitive) arrangement of
coloured LEDs — just remember that
red means audio is go, green selects
the tape routing. Power output is
claimed as 100 watts/channel,
increasing to ‘around’ 170 watts into
4 ohms. A miniature rear panel

“ITS RELAXED
PRESENTATION

TIGHTENED UP WITH

MORE AGITATED,
HIGH-OCTANE

MUSICAL MATERIAL.”
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connector is fitted for an external
preamp power supply, the Whirlwind,
and a 3.5mm headphone plug can
also be connected at the back.
Remote control is included.

SOUND QUALITY

Let loose in anger, the Cyclone 2.1
failed to excite the panel, who
described the amplifier as ‘staid and
boring.... with not much light and
shade’ and ‘bland’. Another panellist
talked of ‘a lack of weight and
dramatic tension’, and a 'bloomy bass
and a lack of drama’. You get the
picture. One summed up his feelings
by suggesting that this is an amplifier
he would recommend to neighbours,
in the hope they would give up
listening to music.

Although the panel correctly
captured the essence of the design
when they described it as slightly dull
and leaden, | felt much more
favourably disposed towards it,
especially in ex-panel listening using
mid-price B&W speakers (the DM602

The amplifier is sufficiently biased
to prevent crossover distortions at
low power, but distortion otherwise
increases both with increasing
output and with increasing signal
frequency. For example, at just
0.1W/1kHz, distortion is a low
0.004% but this builds to 0.017%
by 10W/1kHz and a heady 0.28% at
10W/20kHz. The nature of the
harmonic distortion is even-ordered
but also quite extended, so its
subjective impact cannot be under-
estimated. Flat-out, the Cyclone

Atits best when handling small acoustic
material such as piano or chamber music.

S3) where they tamed what can be a
slightly toppy balance, while adding
power and enriching some of the
darker tonal colours in the system.
Over an extended listening period, |
felt the Cyclone 2.1 warmed to its
task, and on balance | appreciated its
relative transparency and its relaxed
presentation which tightened up
satisfyingly with more agitated, high-
octane musical material.

CONCLUSION

The Cyclone 2.1 doesn't have the
best timing in the group, and it is
somewhat lacking in drama and
analysis, which makes it an erratic
high achiever at best. It is generally at
its best with small acoustic forces
such as piano and chamber material,
and though this unevenness probably
rules it out for overall recommenda-
tion, I found it unfailingly honest and
direct in a well chosen system.

THE LAB REPORT

whips-up at full 110W/8ohm with
both channels driven, increasing to
160W/4ohm and 140W, 230W,
295W (12.1A) and 225W (15A) into
8,4, 2 and 10hm loads under
dynamic, music-like conditions.
Other positive aspects of the
Cyclone 2.1 include the 86.7dB S/N
ratio and low DC offsets. Otherwise,
the flat response of the amplifier
will only be slightly moderated by
its 0.150hm source impedance. All
in all, the Cyclone 2.1 adds more
power to an established theme.
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UNISON RESEARCH ARIA SR1

SOUND

he Unison Research SR1 is

a valve/solid state hybrid,

with a valve input stage

consisting of ECC82
double triodes providing the first two
stages of gain, and an output stage
using complementary pairs of power
MOSFETs. The result is meant to
synthesise the strengths of the two
technologies: the delicacy and
airiness of valves with solid state
drive and reliability. On paper it looks
like an impressive package, with an
output power rating of 80 watts
(eight ohms) over a 2Hz — 70kHz
bandwidth (-1dB), not the kind of
numbers associated with value out-
put stages. The circuit uses only a
minimal level of feedback (8dB), and
an overdrive LED shows when
distortion levels exceed one per cent.

In true ltalian style, the SR1 looks

absolutely drop dead gorgeous, with
a stainless steel top plate/heat
deflector, subtly shaped solid cherry
trim and stainless steel turned

| VALUE

controls. The remote (volume up/
down only, RF powered rather than
infra-red) is made from the same
wood. The SR1 input is limited to four
line inputs and a tape circuit; there is
no tape monitor facility, no balance
control, no headphone socket.

SOUND QUALITY

Blind panel tests are great levellers,
as there is no possibly of being
misled by fancy technologies or other
factors, and so it proved here. One
panel member felt that the S1 ‘made
quite good sense of rhythm’ but that
it was ‘not as detailed as some’ in
the piano recording, while the other
described what he heard as ‘good
insight into the playing’, though over-
all he felt the performance in this
case was ‘dry and boring’. But any
mild satisfaction with this player soon
seemed to dissipate, and the
amplifier was subsequently described
as 'recessed and lacking in life’,
though there was praise from all for

Tube/transistor hybrids usually
attempt to combine the speaker
tolerance of a solid-state power
amp with the classic ‘tube sound’ of
triode-based driver circuitry. In this
instance, however, Unison's
MOSFET power amp is seemingly
no more able to grapple with a real
speaker than most pure valve
amplifiers. For example, the 80W
specification is only met through
bass and midrange into 8ohm,
falling to 50W at HF with increasing
distortion. Through midrange
frequencies, distortion increases

from 0.08-0.2% from 0.1-10W but
holds reasonably steady at 0.2-
0.4% from 20Hz-20kHz at
10W/8ohm.

Power output actually decreases
into tougher loads, as evidenced by
the 102W, 86W, 45W (4.7A) and
24W (4.9A) achieved into 8, 4,2
and 1ohm loads, respectively, under
dynamic conditions. The response is
ruler-flat from 10Hz-30kHz but the
high 0.40hm output impedance will
ensure the overall system response
is modified by the varying imped-
ance trend of the loudspeaker.

the S1's dynamics and image scale.
Using this amplifier with other
speakers, | was even less happy with
it. Although it sounds full and meaty,
it has a very uncomfortable, screechy
edge when extended, and the
frequency extremes are clearly
deficient. The bass is lumpy and
poorly extended, and the treble lacks
presence and subtlety; the whole
amplifier in fact lacks grace. In one
example, an excellent recording of
Bach's Goldberg Variations (Murray
Perahia on Sony Classical) the playing
sounded strained and mechanical,
the piano tone jangly, and sound

REO INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS BENCH TEST

£1,250.00  CONTACT 01753 652669 ‘ www.ukd.couk | GUARANTEE 2 years

To-die-for looks don’t make up for an
underlying lack of performance.

quality rapidly deteriorated as the
volume was increased, with obvious
signs of strain and congestion.

CONCLUSION

Rather than offer the best of valves
and transistors, the SR1 seems to do
precisely the opposite. It has the lack
of range and extension sometimes
associated with valves and the raw-
ness of a deficient solid state amp.
But it does the looks thing brilliantly.
It looks absolutely gorgeous. ..

“BASS IS LUMPY AND POORLY EXTENDED,
TREBLE LACKS PRESENCE AND SUBTLETY;

THE WHOLE AMP LACKS GRACE.”
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Born out of the Classic multi-award-winning Select range, the XS Series and
NEW LS Series set new standards in performance, style and price.

The entire range has been subtly re-engineered to class-leading proportions
to house the latest generation of equipment with ease.

Subtle curves of glass combine with lacquered steel columns to form a distinctive
piece of furniture in a range of stunning finishes to compliment most equipment
and lifestyles.
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STEREO INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS GROUP TEST

CDNCLUSIONS ALVIN GOLD ROUNDS UP

ur eclectic bunch of amplifiers

turns out to provide about as

varied a standard of

performance as any self

__ \respecting reviewer could wish

for, and the odd surprise to add spice to
proceedings. One was the Unison
Research Aria SR1, which has to-die-for
Italian looks, and which puts its two
glowing bottles on display as if to
promise valve-like sound, but with real
muscle from its MOSFET output stage.
Sadly the execution failed to live up to
the promise, and what we got instead was
arather lumpy and uncomfortable
sound. Ifit is a valve-like sound that you
want, check out the solid state Sugden
A21a instead. It has little to recommend it
on the test bench, but it’s single-ended
Class A architecture, more usually
associated with valve designs, really does
deliver the goods - and this from an
amplifier that has been around longer
than many of the readers of HFC - or

some of the reviewers. The Arcam A75
Plus also gave an excellent account of
itself at a very modest price, and is clearly
superior to the original A75, which was
not one of Arcam’s brightest ideas.

The Marantz PM8200 and the Rotel
RA1070 also performed well on test, and
appear to epitomise a trend away from
stripped down minimalism: they’re both
surprisingly fully equipped, and the Rotel
has enormous reserves of power, though
it is slightly less exciting when strutting
its stuff. Rounding the group off, the Talk
Electronics Cyclone 2.1 is obviously better
than previous Talk amplifiers we have
tested, but it failed to shine in this
distinguished company.

“THE ARCAM A75 PLUS IS
CLEARLY SUPERIOR TO THE
ORIGINAL A75, WHICH
WAS NOT ONE OF ARCAM'’S
BRIGHTEST IDEAS.”

AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE

MAKE ARCAM MARANTZ ROTEL SUGDEN

MODEL DIVA A75 PLUS PM8200 RA1070 A21A

PRICE £449.90 | £599.00 | £1,000.00 £999.95

SOUND [A A x] %] (A * 4]

VALUE EIEIEIE3 EIEIE3E3 EIEIEIE3
CONCLUSION The A75's redesign means | Modest real life power, but Very powerful amplifier Basic build, bags of distor-

it finally lives up to the
promise of being an A85
Lite.

GUARANTEE 2 years 2 years

THE LAB REPORT

excellent audio manners
and loads of toys.

| lacks the ‘must listen”
| quality of the best.

2 years 2 years

with good feature set, but | tion, limited power, but it
| sings, and knows how to
drive speakers - a classic.

TALK ELECTRONICS

UNISON RESEARCH

CYCLONE 2.1 ARIA SR1

£849.95 £1,250.00

R EIES (A1}

%]

Consistent, if stightly ! Valve input stage and MOS
matter of fact presentation | output delivers the worst
from this powerful addi- | of both worlds - but

tion to the Talk range. glorious fit and finish.

3 years 2 years

AR | [ ] ]

1
1
NaisE 1

SPEAKER LOAD
TOLERANCE

AUDIBLE DISTORTION

OVERALL RATING
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Matching Flair

BUILDING A GREAT MULTICHANNEL SYSTEM IS MORE ABOUT
COMPATIBILITY THAN CASH. PAUL MILLER INVESTIGATES.

“FINE-SOUNDING
SPEAKERS MAY
CONFLICT WITH
ONE ANOTHER IN
A MULTICHANNEL
SYSTEM.”

HI-FI CHOICE = www.hifichoice.co.uk

february 2002

uring my test of multichannel
systems in HFC 221 it became very
clearthat the choice and matching
of front, centre and surround
speakers has the ability to make or break an
otherwise top-flight combination. This
might seem obvious. After all, poor-
sounding stereo speakers are hardly likely
to improve just because they are joined by
another in the centre and two more
behind. Nevertheless, what are generally
recognised as fine-sounding speakers may
also conflict with one another when
combined in a multichannel system.

The key to success is in ensuring that all
five speakers interact sympathetically,
building a coherent soundstage that
extends across the three front speakers
before meeting the combined output of the
rear speakers at the listening position. Only
then does a multichannel system reveal its
clear superiority over conventional two-
channel, stereo hi-fi.

At this stage in the game, few 5.1-channel
speaker systems are designed from the
ground up specifically for the role. More
often than not, the package is based around
an existing pair of front stereo speakers
with other, typically smaller, boxes from
the range added for centre and surrounds.

It’s tempting to find an analogy with the
earliest breed of AV receivers, which
originally started out as two-channel
amplifiers. Manufacturers would add a
Dolby/dts decoder to the mix and then graft
on three additional power amp stages to
accommodate the centre and rear
channels. These three additional amps
often bore no technical resemblance to the
existing front pair, resulting in a ‘different’
and typically under-powered sound from
the centre and rear channels. Nowadays,
there’s much greater synergy between the
five, six or even seven channels of the latest
AV amplifiers which use matched power
amplifiers, if not appropriately reinforced
power supplies (see our test in HFC 22 3).

Mission’s m series surround speakers come in
distinctly different sized enclosures.

REAL WORLD

Following his listening tests, I talked to Paul
Messenger about the success, or otherwise,
of the different speaker combinations and
their transition from two-channel to five-
channel duty. He mentioned that each of
the centre speakers was parked atop a TV as
part of the evaluation - hardly ideal but
nonetheless entirely representative of a
‘real life’ scenario.

He considered that B&W’s combination
was one of the more homogenous while the
Mission boxes failed to gel quite so convinc-
ingly, particularly across the front of the
musical stage. A quick glance at the speak-
ers and the physical mismatch between the
Mission M73 and M7C1 is pretty clear
though, in practice, it’s the latter (centre)
speaker that has an altogether smoother if
downturned response (-4dB from 300Hz-
10kHz on an averaged 3rd-octave plot). Also,
its sensitivity of 89.1dB makes better use of
available amplifier power than the bigger
M73’swhich clock in at 87.9dB.

The B&W DM602s and LCR600s at least
look as if they’ve emerged from the same
factory and, indeed, are more closely
matched in sensitivity at 89.6dB and
89.0dB, respectively. But overall ‘loudness’
is only scratching at the surface of their
compatibility. Other clues about the
matching of these speakers are revealed by
their impedance and phase curves because
differences here reflect different driver
designs, crossover networks and,
ultimately, the uniformity of both the
direct and off-axis responses.

SPEAKER ATTRIBUTES

Figure 1 compares the impedance of B&W’s
DM602 (black trace) with that for the
LCR600 (blue trace). The load ‘seen’ by the
amplifier, including swings in phase angle
(notshown) are clearly very similarindeed
despite the DM602 employing a single
180mm bass/mid driver and the LCR600
using two 165mm units. Contrast this with
Figure 2 where the different driver comple-
ments, crossover and bass tuning of the
M73 (dark grey trace) and M7C1 (red trace)



are reflected in two very different
impedance trends. For example, the M73’s
LF dip suggests its port is tuned to 43Hz
while that for the smaller M7C1 is set at a
higher 68Hz - sensible for a box of just five
litres capacity.

The physical disposition of the speakers
will also influence their performance
because, in practice, what we hear is a mix
of direct sound from the speakers, early
reflections off adjacent boundaries and
later reverberation. The impact of these
early reflected sounds is tempered by the
off-axis uniformity of the speaker(s) and the
proximity of reflecting surfaces. The
smoother the speaker’sdispersion off the
main listening axis, the better.

SCREEN GRAB

From an acoustic perspective, the average
TV is a large and typically reverberant plas-
tic box with a hard reflective front surface.
This adds a further set of early reflections
from the off-axis output of the front speak-
ers which is unlikely to assist the ‘smooth-
ness’ of the overall sound balance experi-
enced at the listening position. Figure 3
includes three comparative plots, the dot-
ted blue trace showing how both direct
and early reflected sounds combine to
influence the response of a pair of B&W
DM602s at 2m. The general trend of the
response with the slightly depressed upper
midrange and strong bass (below 200Hz)
correlates with its rich balance but many
of the ‘ripples’ are caused by interference
from these early reflections.

B&W’s Kevlar bass/mid cone material
tends to mop up high frequency break-up
modes to yield a more uniform dispersion
pattern, so its response above 4kHz or so
could have looked far less regular. But what
of the LCR600 centre speaker? So far we
have considered the response of the DM602
across its horizontal plane, but placing the
LCR600 on its side atop a TV means the
horizontal and vertical dispersions are
reversed. As vertical dispersion
characteristics are usually wildly different
from those across the horizontal plane, the

MATEHING MULTICHANNEL SPEAKERS

THE QC SUITE '©MILLER AUDIO
RESEARCH

Fig (1): Similar driver/crossover designs lead to similar
electrical characteristics.

© MILLER AUDIO
RESEARCH

Fig (2): Dissimilar driver/crossover designs lead to
diverse electrical characteristics.

RESPONSE CURVES: BEW DMBO02 [front pair), B5W LLAE
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Fig (3): B&W 602/LCR600 frequency response(s) ata 2m
(blue = front, red = centre and black = front + centre)
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Fig (4): Mission m73/m71C1 frequency response(s) ata 2m
(blue = front, red = centre and black = front + centre)




end result is unlikely to dovetail into that of
the DM602s to the sides.

Moreover, placing the LCR600 atop a TV
effectively extends the baffle on one side of
the speaker, loading it asymmetrically. The
irregularities in its response (dotted red
trace, Figure 3) are a direct result of
reinforcement and cancellation in its
output caused by this additional surface.

“THE SIMPLEST METHOD OF AVOIDING
THESE PROBLEMS IS TO REPLACE THE
TV WITH A PLASMA SCREEN.”
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Frankly, such deep interference notches
cannot be redressed by modification of the
speaker crossover or other equalisation. The
simplest, though least cost-effective,
method of avoiding these problems would
be to replace the TV with a projection or
plasma screen!

Now, in this instance, the combined
output of both the DM602s and LCR600
integrate rather better than might have
been anticipated (solid black trace, Figure
3), though the amplitude and frequency of
the ‘bumps’ either side of 1kHz will vary
fromroom toroom.Figure 4 shows the
same response measurements taken at the
same 2m listening position for Mission’s
M?73 and M7C1 combination. The dotted
red trace suggests that the M7C1 centre
channel speaker is rather better adapted to
life atop a TV than B&W’s LCR600, possibly
because its moulded contours suffer less
diffraction at the boundaries.

There is a notch around 4kHz, however,
which is probably close to the crossover
between Mission’s two 110mm glass-fibre
bass/mid units and the 25mm dome
tweeter. It’s sufficiently prominent to
punch its way through the combined
centre/front channel response (solid black
trace, Figure 4), though the dominant
effect is clearly the depressed presence and
treble of the main M73 speakers (dotted
blue trace, Figure 4). The centre speaker
goes some way in ‘pulling up’ this region in
the combined plot but the series of sharp
interference peaks and dips from 4kHz-
12kHz contrast markedly with the much
smoother output of the B&W system. So if
the Mission system was less successful, then
this lies with flaws in the M73 as much as
its integration with the dedicated M7C1
centre speaker.

CONCLUSION

In this report we have concerned ourselves
with the electrical load and perceived
balance of the various speaker combina-
tions, and for good reason. Currently there
is no convincing way of measuring the
psycho-acoustical effect of the added centre
channelin our perception of spatial cues,
for example - a task redoubled by five and
six-channels of coincident sound.

Frankly, the more speakers you throw into
the room, the more complex the equation
becomes. So until these qualities are better
understood, if we must use more than a
pair of speakers in a room then the safest
bet is to use the same speakers front, centre
and rear. Not always practical, I must agree,
but it remains the surest route to success.
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For your FREE copy of MUSIC AT HOME, companys range of products fulfils every stereo or multi-channel
The Ultimate Guide 2002 s;és_terg re_qu]Jireme”nt. Conftigu_laiJ de((jjicati(?n to r‘esebalrchr;and ignovation,
compined with excellence of build and sterling reliability nave been
FR.EEPHOL\IE 0500 1015(_)1 (qL”]Ote it HFCOZI)( rewarded by continued growth. Chord users include many of the most
S R AU M/vW. music-al-nom e ta s demanding customers in the audio world, both from professional and high-
end customer domains.
Available at BASINGSTOKE, BRENTWOOD, BRISTOL, CAMBERLEY,
CARDIFF, CHELTENHAM, EPSOM, EXETER, OXFORD, READING,
! NEW 2002 SOUTHAMPTON, SWANSEA, SWINDON, TUNBRIDGE WELLS,
1 % | EDITION WEST HAMPSTEAD

The B&W Nautilus™ has been hailed
as the best loudspeaker money can
buy. Radical in concept, astonishing in
reality, its the worlds first cabinetless

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE 2002

* 57 YEARS JOINT EXPERIENCE 3 YEAR GUARANTEE speaker. By using unique tube technology and placing
ON HI-FI SEPARATES ¢ FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES the drive units right at the front, resonance is reduced.
* PRICE PROMISE = 10 DAY EXCHANGES « 30 DAY NO The net result (along with a few other secrets!) is the

COST PENALTY UPGRADES  PART EXCHANGES e INTEREST . : . y
FREE OPTION Subject to status. Written details on request Complet? obliteration of unfwanted cabinet resonance’s.
o HOME LOANS AND HOME DEMONSTRATIONS And perfectly transparent, flawless sound.

e EVENING DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT Available at CAMBERLEY and CARDIFF




LETTERS

LETTER OF THE
MONTH WINS A
TDK GOODIE BAG

Send us your views of the
magazine and the world of hi-fi:
Forum: Letters

Hi-Fi Choice

99 Baker Street

London W1U 6FP
dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

“EXCUSE MY IGNORANCE
ON THIS ONE BUT I AM A
LITTLE BEWILDERED AS
TO WHY DAB EXISTS.”

RICK D, ON THE HFC FORUM

“D0 YOU THINK THAT GIVEN THE
SUPERB PERFORMANCE LEVELS
DISPLAYED BY SOME INTEGRATED
AMPS THAT PURCHASING A
PRE/POWER COMBO IS AN
UNNECESSARY OVERKILL?"

LAWRIE, ON THE HFC FORUM

“THE ENTIRE PROGRAMME
WAS DEDICATED TO
SILENCE, AND HOW THE
LACK OF SOUND WAS AS
IMPORTANT AS THE SOUND
ITSELF.”

CHRIS WELLS, ON THE HFC FORUM

(¥ &%

m“\‘“fon AUDIO

FOR
DIGITAL AUDIO
CD RECORDERS
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www.tdk-europe.com

DAB: good quality and
more stations with an
indoor aerial.

LETTER OF THE MONTH

DABBLE IN DAB

DAB is supposed to be digital, high-
quality radio reproduction right? Yet it
has the same limiting factors as FM, for
example, proximity to a transmitter,
inability to pass through certain
materials, quality of broadcast etc. By
that reasoning a good FM tuner in a
good reception area hooked up to a
good aerial should produce results not
unlike DAB should it not?

The music will sound crystal-clear
just like DAB in a good area. I ask you,
what benefits or advantages do you get
from a DAB tuner in a reasonably
average reception area over an FM
tuner in a good reception area?
Another issue from what I have heard
is that there only seems to be limited
coverage and limited stations broad-
casting, can you even receive FM on a
DAB tuner? Excuse my ignorance on
this one but I am a little bewildered as
to why DAB exists, and as I am looking
to buy a tuner soon the information

would be very useful!
Rick D, on the HFC Forum

The Editor replies... DAB is currently
broadcast to 80 per cent of the population. It
its main advantage over FM is that you can
receive high quality, noise free broadcasting
with a small and inexpensive indoor
antenna. It also has the capability to carry
more radio stations than FM. So listeners
can enjoy a broader variety of both national
and local stations, which means that you're
more likely to hear something you like. Our
London-based Arcam DAB tuner receives 40
stations, with a full signal (no errors), using
the 12inch aerial supplied.

While it’s fairly safe to say that DAB sound
quality does not always surpass good FM
reception, it is certainly less prone to
interference and is therefore more consistent.
FM can be Tooped’ through some DAB
models and still has many advocates, but
with DAB tuners coming down in price all
the time, the benefits of digital make it a
very attractive option.




MUSCLE AMPS

In the old days the men were
separated from the boys by their choice

of amplifier be it pre/power or \
integrated. The pre/power combos had

more grunt and were seen as the next logical
upgrade by the integrated boys. However, the
introduction of the original Audiolab 8000 integrated,

made people sit up and take notice. Lots of manufacturers then
realised that it was possible to make an integrated that was
capable of driving difficult speakers for a sensible price so they
copied Audiolab by bringing out their own interpretations. Since
then integrateds have come a long way with lots more finesse and
power, (the pre/power boys’ old argument), and some also have
fancy price tags to match. One big advantage of integrated amps is
that you get to save money by not having to purchase another set
of cables to slot between pre and power.

So are we still predisposed to purchasing pre/power combos
(given the size of the average British living room), or would the
modern integrated amp suffice? Do you think that given the
superb performance levels displayed by some integrated amps
that purchasing a pre/power combo is an unnecessary overkill?
Lawrie, on the HFC Forum

The Editor replies... Certainly one-box integrated amplifiers have come a
long way in recent times, but if you look at the best amplifiers on the
market you'll find that they are nearly all pre/[powers. There are
fundamental advantages in keeping big mains transformers and output
transistors away from delicate line level signals. There’s also an advantage
in placing power amps closer to speakers.

If you want the best,
two is generally better

than one. —

o ® vwrRp
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EASTERN DELIGHT
I'd like to tell you about the
excellent service provided by
John Michell. Ilive in Thailand
and bought a Michell GyroDec from
Hong Kong five years ago. Recently, the
drive belt broke and I tried in vain to contact
the dealers nearby to buy a new one. I contacted
John Michell directly via e-mail. I received two sets of drive belts
within a week after placing an order to buy just one set. I would
like to take this opportunity to let your readers know that he
really offers great customer service regardless of product price.
Sakon Sookkho, via e-mail

I ——
PAUSE FOR THOUGHT

Did you hear the Radio 4 documentary on sound and silence
recently? It discussed the removal of ‘pauses’ in radio broadcasts,
so stations could add more ‘yield’ ie more commercials.

Also mentioned were anechoic chambers. Some guy went into
an anechoic chamber and was surprised that he could still hear
two distinct sounds. One was his heartbeat and the other was his
CNS (central nervous system — no surprise to mountaineers).

The entire programme was dedicated to silence, or the gaps
between sound, and how the lack of sound was as important as
the sound itself (oral punctuation etc). They even had a tape of
‘pauses’ extracted from a few hours of Radio 4 broadcasts. They
captured each pause and a few milliseconds before and after each
pause, what a bizarre ‘noise’!

Following on from this, | learnt a few years ago when
negotiating contracts that a period of silence is often more
productive than prolonged dialogue. Try it sometime.

Chris Wells, on the HFC Forum

2 OR 5 CHANNELS, YOU CHOOSE

The last few years have seen a proliferation of multichannel systems and
many people are switching over to the surround option. But is it better
than stereo? Does it offer a more convincing soundstage or is it little more
than an expensive gimmick? How many ears do you need anyway? We
know what we think, but what about you? Is multichannel the future of
music? If you're living with it, if you've tried it, or even if you haven't heard
it but you've got an opinion anyway, we want to hear from you.

Write to us at the usual address, and mark your letter or e-mail
‘MULTICHANNEL DEBATE'.

Letters F age ‘Sponéorcol bv]
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ORUM HELP

TROUBLE WITH THE RIG? LOST IN THE UPGRADE JUNGLE? FEAR NOT,
DAN GEORGE IS HERE TO GUIDE YOU TO SONIC SAFE HAVEN

Write to us with

your hi-fi queries: SYSTEM

FINAL PHASE

Fo.ru.m. H?lp I am into the final phase of setting up a
Hi-Fi Choice high-end multichannel hi-fi system using a
99 Baker Street Bryston 9B-ST multichannel amplifier, a
Meridian 568 digital processor, and a
London W1U 6FP Meridian DVD 596 player.I’'m not sure what s
Or e-mail: speakers will complement this system best.

Please advise on a multichannel package
that is involving, entertaining, and very
musical. Some bass would be good too.
Rahim Arefi, via e-mail

dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

PMC FB2/TB2 speakers.

CARTRIDGE ME UP
Could you advise me on which cartridge is best
suited for my set-up? I have a Michell Orbe and
SME V tonearm, Krell KAV300i, Holfi Signature
phono amp, Sonus Faber Concerto Grand Piano
speakers. The dealers I have visited all testified
to their products being the best suited for

my set-up (quel surprisel). They sug-
gested the Lyra Helicon SL, Lyra
Parnasus or Ortofon Jubilee. s it
true that Ortofon has come up with
a cartridge specially design for the
SME V tonearm?

Andrew, via e-mail

We haven’t heard of a cartridge
specifically for the SME V, but
Ortofon’s high-end designs are very
good. There are several excellent
alternatives to choose from, namely:
van den Hul Frog, Dynavector XX-1L
and the Allaerts MC1B. All of these
will work a treat with your deck/arm
combo. We’re not au fait with your
phono stage, however, none of these
have peculiar matching requirements
so that shouldn’t be a problem.
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PMC is highly regarded in this office
for its £2,500-ish FB2/TB2 rig. You’ll
need a package of similar status to
your existing equipment, and the

.~ PMC combo scored in terms of

. transparency and weight, criteria

f that should satisfy your need for an
. involving, entertaining sound. You
will also need a sub for your point
one channel, we like RELs, the
bigger the better.

BOLT-ON

HOME CINEMA

I am hoping to build a home cinema system
and would like some advice. I have a
Panasonic 36” TV and a Pioneer 626 DVD. |
also have a Meridian hi-fi system comprising a
551 amp, 504 tuner, 508 CD player with a pair
of Monitor Audio loudspeakers and cables
that cost around £5,000 four years ago.

I can’t start all over again as I now have two
kids to support, but I do have a budget of up to
£2,000. I was wondering if you could recom-
mend a system to integrate with my current
hi-fi?

John Crawford, via e-mail

No need to start over. You've got some great
two-channel kit and we’d say hang on to it.
Your options include splitting your budget
between a multichannel amp and speaker
package; something like the forthcoming
Arcam AVR200 at around £800, with our
recent bench test
favourite, the
B&W DM600
package, reviewed
on page 56. Or
perhaps see if you
can get some
Monitor Audio rear
speakers and a
centre that will
tonally match your
existing pair.
This latter option
may be tricky, but
you can retain
your existing
speakers, and keep
things simpler,
perhaps allowing a
greater budget for
your amp!

B&W 600 series speakers.

>



The way to play vinyl ...

Model 10

Model 20/2
Model 30/2

Series 300

Series IV

Series V

Ask for details of this superb range:

SME LTD - STEYNING - SUSSEX - BN44 3GY - ENGLAND
tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 - fax: +44 (0)1903 814269
email: sales@sme-ltd.demon.co.uk
or visit our website www.sme.|td.uk

We are pleased to
confirm our dates for 2002
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FORUM HELP

NEW BLOOD

I know absolutely nothing about hi-fi but I intend to purchase a
system for Christmas. I am a student with a very limited budget
of £150. I have seen some reasonable deals on empire.co.uk, but
[ am still lost. I would be very grateful if you could give me
some advice or recommendations.

Simon Whitehead, via e-mail

Limited budget you say? You can just about get a CD, amp
and speakers for that! Try budget big boys Richer Sounds,
who have the advantage over internet retailers by allowing
you to demo the kit first. Older kit from Sony, Cambridge
Audio and Mission can be just about had for your money.

Sony CDP-XE330.

AMPLIFIER
NEW TO CD!

My old yet beautiful Sony amplifier only has enough inputs
for the turntable and cassette deck. [ want to introduce a CD
player, are there any types of adaptors available? Or am I just
stupid; is there another way around this problem?

Jamie Johnson, via e-mail

With pre CD amplifiers there’s a danger that the high (2V)
output of CD players willoverload inputs which were
designed for much lower signal levels. You have two
options, try the cassette input and see if it sounds OK - if
not you could try attenuating the signal with the Rothwell
plugs we mentioned last month. Or, upgrade to something
new, Sony, among others, still makes lovely amps.

HAND HOLDING

I would like to purchase a hi-fi system consisting of an amp, CD
player, speakers and MiniDisc, on a budget of £500-600. Though
I have read your informative directory section, I would also
value your expert opinion on the best system for this price.

Leo Fielding, via e-mail

Allowing say £150 per item, try Denon’s cracking little
PMA-255 UK at £140, or perhaps the Cambridge Audio A5
amp. Sony has a combined CD and MD deck, the MXD-D40
for £329.99 that you could consider, or try the new CDP-
XES570 CD player at £140. You may struggle to get an MD deck
for less than £200, but again Sony has some good units out
there. For speakers, see if you can stretch to B&W’s five-star
DM303s at £180, or for a bit less check out the AR Status S20

at £150. Phew! Denon PMA-255 UK.
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£200 FOR WIRES
I have a Linn Genki CD player
and Jamo Concert 11 speakers
and will be getting a MF XP100
preamp, and two AS100 amps. I
was thinking of short speaker
cables and three one-metre
interconnects. This will fit in
with the position of my system
better. What leads would you
recommend for this, budget of
£200-ish for all?

Rob, via e-mail

Kimber 4VS cable.

Try the SonicLink Whisper interconnect at £70 for a three
metre pair, and some bi-wired Kimber 4VS, which is a fine
cable for the £8.50 per metre asking price. If you’d prefer to
spend more on speaker cables, Chord Company Odyssey is
good at £17 per metre (you could still afford to bi-wire), and
should work with QED Qnect 2 at £50 for three metres.

FIXIT

I have an old pair of Acoustic Research 19 speakers from 1978,
good speakers but now the woofers are falling out of the baffles
because thefixantis beginning to perish. Can anything be done
torepairtheseand if sowhocould do it? It seems a shame to
throwthem, as theystilllook reasonable and were quite
expensive in their time.

Doug Innes, via e-mail

Tragically we live in a disposable goods based society, but
you’ll be pleased to know that Wembley Loudspeakers
specialise in repairing Acoustic Research models. Have a
word with the guys there on 020 8743 4567.

AMPLIFIER

NOT MULTICHANNEL

I have a system based around a Rotel RA 930AX Mk2 ampli-
fier and Rotel CD player with Mission 501 speakers. I'd like
to change my system to accommodate four speakers but my
amp only has connections for one set. I could wire both sets
of speaker leads into one set of banana plugs butI don’t

want to put the amp
under too much stress. = -
= & 5 |
- y =<
<9

Could you recommend
an integrated amplifier
with connections for more
than one set of speakers?
Steve Maple, via e-mail

5
=

Cambridge A5.

It depends what you are trying to do. If you want to
simply have four speakers running from your two-
channel amp, Arcam makes some very nice amps with
switchable speaker outputs, as indeed does Cambridge
Audio. It’s always a bit of a compromise asking a stereo
amp to drive two sets of speakers though and there will
be a limit to how loud you can go without distortion
creeping in.



fig.1. AV receiver that sounds great in Dolby Digital.

"A strong budget contender for forward thinking music fans” Hi-Fi Choice September 2001
“Great stereo performance; commendably solid build” What Hi-fi? Sound and Vision September 2001

"At this price point, nothing sounds better than NAD” Essential Home Cinema October 2001

fig.2. AV receiver that sounds great in stereo.

“A strong budget contender for forward thinking music fans” Hi-Fi Choice September 2001
“Great stereo performance; commendably solid build” What Hi-fi? Sound and Vision September 2001

"At this price point, nothing sounds better than NAD” Essential Home Cinema October 2001

Unfortunately, AV products have always been a trade-off, usually sacrificing musical finesse in
favour of brute strength and making too many compromises for them to ever find a place in an
audiophile system. Now, NAD brings its wealth of experience in producing award-winning,
no-nonsense stereo products to the world of home cinema, and the same principles of simplicity
and value that make our amplifiers and CD players world-beaters, are now producing truly earth
shattering AV receivers, DVD players and multi-channel amplifiers.

Contact us for your nearest NAD Home Cinema dealer, and figure it out for yourself.

Lenbrook UK Ltd, Unit 2 Old Wolverton Road, Old Wolverton, Milton Keynes MK12 SNP
tel: 01908 319360 e-mail: info@lenbrook.co.uk web: www.lenbrook.co.uk

S/ Lenbrook

UK LTD




MULTICHANNEL &

TWOTESTS IN ONE — MULTICHANNEL SPEAKER SYSTEMS
AND THEIR STEREO COUNTERPARTS. PAUL MESSENGER
INTRODUCES THE MOTHER OF ALL REVIEWS!




Ithough this is the third year that we’ve

group-tested multichannel surround-

sound speaker systems, it’s the first

time we’ve had the chance to do so

using the new ‘high resolution’ formats
SACD and DVD-A.

Both promise, theoretically at least, surround
sound alongside better-than-CD quality, and
certainly both sound better than the data-reduced
Dolby Digital and dts formats we’ve been stuck
with in previous years. However, because it’s still
very early days for both these new formats, the
very limited amount (and variety) of software
currently available didn’t make the evaluation
process any easier.

The review programme has been carefully
structured to focus on the music reproduction
capabilities of these speaker systems, using a
combination of both two-channel stereo and
multichannel surround material.

1
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MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS GROUP TEST

STEREO SPEAKERS

Whereas surround sound is now an established
part of moviemaking, music recording is still
finding its feet and exploring different ways to use
the extra channels. Generally speaking, in most
respects bar power handling, music seems to be a
rather more difficult and critical source than
movie soundtracks from a sound reproduction
point of view, and this is particularly true with the
new high-resolution formats.

Unlike movies, where the roles of the various
channels are quite distinct and solidly established,
surround music mixes are still very much in the
ear of the engineer and producer. Whether we like
it or not, instruments can pop up anywhere, and
this places an extra premium on good timbre and
voice-matching all round, to maintain accurate
tonality and a convincing wraparound soundfield.

A body of opinion backs the view that the centre
speaker should have a slightly more ‘forward’
voicing than the left/right speakers. While this
may aid speech articulation with movies, there
would seem to be little justification for it with
music programming. Indeed, there might be a
case for going the other way, to avoid drawing
undue attention to the centre.

One curiosity with various implications is that,
in any given room, the preferred listening
position for stereo material might well be
different from the best place for surround. Even
our relatively large (5.5x4.3x2.6m) listening room
feels just a little cramped with speakers all
around. I find myselflistening about 3m from the
front speakers, rather than the 4-4.5m for stereo,
and thatin turn will affect the perceived tonal
balance of any speakers.

SPEAKER SYSTEMS ON TEST

AE Aesprit £1,229.85
B&W 600 S3 £899.85
Castle Classic £1339.70
Dali Blue £907.00
Infinity Alpha £833.00
Jamo E8 £775.00
JIMlab Cobalt £1,707.00
Mission M £479.70
Spendor S £164970

£699395

EQUIPMENT USED
STEREOD

Linn Linn LP12 turntable
Naim ARO tonearm

Linn Arkiv B, Dynavector XV-1
cartridges

Naim CDS II CD player
Magnum Dynalab MD102 tuner
NAC52 preamp

NAP500 power amp

NACAS speaker cables

Kudos S100 speaker stands

MULTICHANNEL

Sony SCD-XB770 SACD player
Pioneer DV-939A DVD-Audio player
Magtrax Music Box (pro audio
multichannel preamp, see
www.aspen-media.com)
Bryston 9B power amp

Harman Kardon AV receiver
Chord Chameleon interconnects
Chord Rumour speaker cable
Kudos S100 speaker stands

THE LISTENING PANEL
Guy Sergeant (JPW)
Andy Whittle (Exposure)

MUSIC USED

STEREOD

Tool - £nima

Eva Cassidy - Time After Time

Mari Boine - Eallin

Grateful Dead - Reckoning
Cambridge Singers/Rutter - There Is
Sweet Music

BBC Radios 3 & 4

MULTICHANNEL

Joni Mitchell - Both Sides Now
Frankie Goes To Hollywood -
Rage Hard

SACD sampler

DVD-A sampler
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MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

The Aegis combo turned in a solid
multichannel performance. It
sounds clean and authoritative,
with an impressive dynamic range,
plus fine focus and dimensional
coherence. Timbre-matching is
pretty good, though the centre does
sound just a tad obvious, and there
did seem to be a little too much
treble coming from the rear. Try
pointing the surround speakers
away from you to reduce any excess
brightness.

The bottom end sounds solid, but
also a little stolid: it could be “freer’
and more transparent. The overall
impression is of a system which
majors on control. It combines
smoothness, neutrality and fine
imaging, with wide bandwidth and
dynamic range.




MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS €

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AESPRIT

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: Aesprit 309/Aesprit 300C/Aesprit 307

SOUND VALUE

£1,229.85 SOUND

CONTACT @ 01285 654432 = www.acoustic-energy.co.uk  GUARANTEE 3 years

coustic Energy's core
technology has always
been metal diaphragm
main drivers. There are
plenty of those in its new mid-price
Aesprit range of models, though on
this occasion they're all partnered
with soft fabric dome tweeters.

It's a relatively small range of
speakers, all finished in rather
undistinguished real wood veneers
(maple, cherry and black ash options),
with nicely radiused baffle edges and
seriously solid build. Our package

follows what appears to be the
stereotype configuration, combining a
pair of the generously built and
equipped 309 floorstanders (£700)
for the main front left/right channels
with one £250 307 centre speaker
and a pair of 300C compact stand-
mounts (£280) for the surround
channels. The total system price adds
up to £1,230, which is comfortably
above the average for this group test,
but by no means unreasonable in
view of the build and finish.

Solidity is the immediate first

"IT ALL COMES DOWN TO THE
RESTRAINED TREBLE, AND WHETHER
THIS IS A RELIEF OR A DEPRIVATION.”

STEREO PAIR: Aesprit 309
VALUE

£699.95

impression of all these models,
doubtless due in part to thick 30mm
front panels and internal bracing.
Indeed, the chunkily compact 309
weighs a considerable 18kg, which is
rather more than one might expect
from its bulk, and there’s even the
option to add more mass
loading/damping in a cavity towards
the bass of the enclosure. In any case,
it comes with a black painted plinth
and chunky 8mm spikes, which
usefully extends its footprint and
guarantees good stability, with or
without mass loading.

According to the brochure, the 309
is a three-way, based on two 6.5-inch
frame main drivers, both with
120mm diameter flared-profile metal
cones, one covering the bass region,

the other the midband. The

enclosure has ports

front and rear, and

port-blocking bungs
too; ours came with
the rear port already
blocked and the front
one open, but at least
there’s the flexibility to
allow you to

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

The 309 drew a mixed reaction
from the panel in the unsighted
stereo listening tests, though with
good consistency in the
descriptions. The positive view is:
‘controlled, detailed refined and
powerful. No sense of strain or
edginess. Perhaps it could be a little
more exciting but at least it's tidy".
On the down side another
commented: ‘Lacks crispness and
fun factor, no snap or transient
capability’.

It all comes down to the
restrained treble, and whether this
is a relief or a deprivation. There's
some lack of sparkle, and the
balance errs on the polite side, but
it's also more neutral and even-
handed than most.

experiment for the best match for
individual rooms and siting.

The centre channel is down to the
307, which matches the 309 visually
but uses smaller main drivers and a
much smaller box. There are two
main drivers, again allegedly
operating as a three-way, but each
here has a 95mm diameter metal
cone. Magnetic shielding is promised
but doesn't seem to have translated
too well into reality here — placing
this speaker directly on top of a 36-
inch widescreen TV set caused
considerable discoloration at the top
of the screen, and the situation
remained marginal even with the use
of 1-inch spacers.

Cis for Compact rather than Centre
in AE-speak, so the £280-per-pair
300C is a tiny two-way standmount,
well suited to close-to-wall siting. The
main driver is the same as that used
in the 307 centre, and the tweeter is
the same 32mm soft fabric dome
used throughout the range.

Port-loaded to a low 35Hz, the 309
delivers fine bass extension and an
impressively smooth and even
midband, followed by an unusually ‘
restrained presence and treble. The |
307 centre matches the 309 rather |
well, and has decent enough \
extension down to around 50Hz to
indicate large’ status in ‘bass
management’ terms. The little 300C
surround speaker also delivers decent
bass down to 50Hz, and is well
aligned for close-to-wall siting; it too |
has a notably more restrained treble ‘
than average.

CONCLUSION

The lack of effective magnetic

shielding on the centre channel must
go down as a black mark, though it
may of course be an isolated quality
control failure rather than a generic
fault. In other respects this is a very
competent package at a realistic ‘
price. The veneer might be prettier

and the sound more exciting, but the
imaging, solidity and neutrality are
thoroughly impressive. |
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MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS

B&WH00 S3

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: DM602 $3/DM601 S3/LCR 600 S3

SOUND VALUE

CONTACT @& 01903 750750 | www.bwspeakers.com | GUARANTEE 5 years

he dominant force in

specialist hi-fi loudspeakers

today, B&W has serious

quality speakers to fill any
market niche you care to think up,
and a few more besides. But when |
started unpacking these new Series 3
600s, it felt a bit like welcoming a
family of old friends.

The 600s have been B&W's
bedrock budget range for more years
than | care to remember, and usually
drop by in pairs every two or three
years. This time | seem to have got
half the family at once, with a pair of
large standmount DM602 S3s for the
front left/right, an even more
substantial LCR600 S3 for the centre,
and the smaller (but by no means
miniature) DM601 S3s for the rear.

The familiarity was all the stronger
because my well-run-in set came in
traditional black ash woodprint,
which is still popular in some
territories. The photographer, lucky
chap, got to play with the new light
oak Sorrento finish, which is much
closer to current British tastes, and a
major reason for evolving the new
Series 3 range.

The DM602's heritage goes back
more than twenty years. When it first
appeared, this stereotypical 20-litre
standmount looked attractively
compact; in today's company it looks
decidedly bulky. Since the laws of
acoustics have remained unchanged,
this is basically a reflection of how
fashion has driven the speaker
marketplace, for good or ill.

Whatever, this generous two-way
has a good size main driver with cast
frame and 140mm diameter Kevlar
cone, plus B&W's tube-loaded
25mm metal dome tweeter. No-one
would describe it as stylish, but then
that's not really the point. The
purpose is to offer the best sound
quality for the money, and the shape
is determined by the single and
relatively large main driver.

The DM601 S3 is similar only
smaller, roughly 14 litres in enclosure
volume, and has, over the long haul,

£899.85 SOUND 3 E3 364

STEREO PAIR: DM602 S3
VALUE £3E3E3E3E3 £299.95

probably been Britain's most popular
hi-fi speaker. It has a correspondingly
smaller main driver, again with a cast
frame but using a Kevlar cone
118mm in diameter.

The same main driver crops up in
the LCR600 S3 centre speaker, only
here there are two, one as a bass/mid
unit, and the other just to reinforce
the bass end, and both with shielded
magnets. | was a great fan of this
model's LCR6 predecessor (HFC198),
but the fact that it's the bulkiest and
heaviest of our centre speakers by a
significant margin, and pricey too at
£350, might put some people off, so
B&W has introduced a smaller, lighter
LCR60 at £200.

Although the LCR600 S3 looks a
bit pricey at £350, and helps take the
system up to £900 in total, | doubt
anyone will cavil at the £250 asked
for the pair of DM601 S3s, or the
£300 for the pair of DM602 S3s, as
each has a reassuring solidity. Just
bear in mind you'll need stands to
support both of these. All the S3s
have twin terminal pairs, and all have
reflex-ported enclosures, but are also
supplied with port-blocking bungs —
handy if you need to place them
close to walls, for example.

Even though it's a standmount, the
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DM602's bass extension can match
most floorstanders. All three models
have good extension, and can
therefore be designated large’,
though try using the supplied bungs
to block the 601 ports if you're using
them near a wall. The LCR centre
speaker makes a pretty good balance
match with the DM602.

CONCLUSION

Large standmount speakers are not
the most fashionable format around
these days (especially in the black
finish version), but this B&W combo
unquestionably delivers the sonic
goods in both stereo and
multichannel modes. Decent-size,
high-quality main drivers mounted in
compact standmount enclosures still
make plenty of sense, whatever the
prevailing trends.

MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

The good stereo balance carried
through into the multichannel tests,
the combination of all three B&W
models creating a convincing all
round coherence. No other system
was more successful at creating the
warm and cuddly envelopment of
the whole musical event, and expe-
riencing this combination made a
strong justification for the benefits
of surround sound music.

The good size centre and
surround speakers made a worth-
while contribution towards building
up the wraparound soundfield,
while the meaty DM602s at the
front delivered weight and drama
with little obvious contribution from
additional box colorations.

"THE 600s HAVE BEEN B&W'’S
BUDGET RANGE FOR YEARS AND
USUALLY DROP BY IN PAIRS
EVERY TWO OR THREE YEARS."”

magazine
Lo
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TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

Despite its modest price, the
DM602 S3 came close to the top in |
the unsighted stereo listening tests,
impressing particularly with its scale |
and authority. ‘Very low distortion,
clean, effortless and detailed with-
out being tiring” was one panellist's
reaction. ‘Robust. Paints a big,
colourful picture/soundstage.
Easygoing, lots of headroom; gets
into the groove’ said another.

Criticisms were minor. Presence is
a little restrained and reserved,
which slightly suppresses fine detail
and expression, and the treble is
also just a tad exposed, but not to
the point where the sound
becomes harsh or aggressive. One
listener felt the speaker was
holding back a little, delivering the
verdict: ‘Nearly very good'.
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| MULTICHANNEL
| SOUND QUALITY

With multichannel material, the
Castle combo bounced along with
gusto and enthusiasm. It brings a
good sense of drive and purpose to
| the party, and delivers music with a
wide dynamic range and plenty of
dynamic expression.

The sound is essentially clean,
likes going loud and shows a very
good timbral match all round. The
treble is well judged and avoids any
tendency to spit or splatter, though
| the system as a whole could display
| a bit more grunt. The coloration
| noted with stereo material seemed
| less intrusive here, though the
| Bastion centre does have a slight
| tendency to ‘shout’, and its detail
projection can sound a bit strong on
some material.




MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS GROUP TEST

CASTLE CLASSIC SERIES

STEREO PAIR: Stiling 3 ‘
SOUND VALUE E3E3E3E3  £729.90

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: Stirling 3/Richmond 3/Bastion
SOUND VALUE £1,339.70

CONTACT &= 01756 795333 | www.castle.uk.com GUARANTEE 5 years

n a world where vinyl's

imitation of real wood

continues to improve, and

where real wood from
obscure sources looks more and
more like Formica, it's gratifying to
find that Castle is still maintaining the
best traditions of high quality British
quality cabinetwork. Its speakers
come in a range of gorgeous real
wood veneers, each model here is
available in a choice of seven
standard types or an additional two
at a premium rate.

Such quality doesn't come cheap,
s0 it's no surprise that the total
system price here totals some
£1,340. It follows the familiar format,
combining a pair of floorstanders for
front left and right channels with a
centre speaker that shares the same
driver array in a smaller enclosure,
plus a pair of tiny standmounts for
the surround channels.

The floorstander is the £730-per-
pair Stirling 3, a new and pleasingly
compact design that's beautifully
finished in nicely figured real wood
veneer, with attractively radiused
edges that soften its lines. It uses two
5.25-inch cast-frame main drivers,
loaded by a reflex port that is fitted
into the base of the enclosure proper,
outputting through a slit between
enclosure and plinth. The latter
matches the enclosure, looks good
and improves stability.

Castle’s chosen diaphragm material
is @ woven carbon fibre matrix, and
all the main drivers here have 95mm
diameter cones. In the Stirling they're
mounted above and below a tweeter
that is offset from the centre line, so
the speakers are supplied in matching
mirror-imaged pairs.

Replacing the earlier Keep, the
centre speaker here is the £330
Bastion. It has the same fully shielded
driver line-up as the Stirling, the same
radiused box edges, and the same
offset tweeter, but in a much smaller,
conventionally ported enclosure that's
specially designed to be placed on
top of a TV.

The surround channels here are
handled by a pair of Richmond 3s,
another new design that's
significantly smaller than the previous
Richmond yet built more substantially
with 15mm panels. Priced at £280
per pair, it's a pretty port-loaded
miniature dressed in real wood and
sharing the same drive units as the
others, but with just a single main
driver.

The Stirling's port is tuned to 40Hz,
but very well damped, the net result
being good extension plus a dry

alignment well suited to close-to-wall
reinforcement. Further up the band
the presence zone is quite strong and
also a little uneven.

The Bastion makes a pretty good
match for the Stirling, technically as
well as physically. The balance stays
close throughout, and the only real
difference lies in the bass extension.
The Bastion is reflex-tuned to 65Hz,
giving sufficient extension to be
designated 'large’.

Much the same can be said of the
Richmond 3, which delivers its best

"DETAILED, IMMEDIATE, WIDE
BANDWIDTH AND REASONABLY TIDY, BUT
SOMETHING'S PEAKY AND GIVEN TO
SHOUTING AT YOU."

in-room balance when sited about a
foot from a wall. A relatively
restrained treble is another plus for a
speaker likely to be used quite close
up on the surround channels.

CONCLUSION

If you like real wood veneer, Castle
does it better than anyone and
doesn't charge an arm and a leg for
the privilege. But sonically this
speaker package is a bit mixed. With
stereo material it has fine dynamic
drive and expression, but loses a few
paints for coloration and a tendency
to sound a little hard and
unforgiving. Something of the same
is true for multichannel material, but
to a lesser degree, and it is here that
the system proved most successful.

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

In the unsighted stereo listening,
the panel pinned down the Stirling's
strengths and foibles with
consistent accuracy. One panellist
commented: ‘In many ways they're
very good. Detailed, immediate,
wide bandwidth and reasonably
tidy, but something’s peaky and
given to shouting at you'. Another:
'Big, bold, fast and “up forit”...
can harden up on voices, tends to
get a bit excited — not necessarily a
bad thing!'

This is an exciting and very
articulate loudspeaker, thanks in
part to a slightly forward balance.
This projects detail with expression
and drama, but also makes a
measure of upper midband
coloration — slight hardness and
nasality — that much more obvious.
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GROUP TEST MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS

'DALI BLUE SERIES |

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: 8008/R1000/C1000
SOUND VALUE E3E3E3ES

STEREO PAIR: 8008

£907 | SOUND [3E3E3

CONTACT 2 00 4596 72 10 62 ‘ www.dali.dk Jl

anish brand with links to

that country’s leading hi-fi |

retail chain, Dali has builta |

powerful reputation forits |
ability to produce original yet entirely
logical designs and sell them at ‘
thoroughly realistic prices.

That would seem an appropriate ‘
description of this £907 Blue Series
multichannel system —unquestionably
one of the most extreme and
inventive of those assembled here,
though also perhaps more obviously
oriented towards movie soundtracks
than music replay.

The heart of the system is the
8008, the largest of five Blue Series
stereo pairs and a monster of a three-
way floorstander in the context of this
group, yet very realistically priced at
£539 per pair. Each speaker employs
two bass drivers, each with 8-inch
frames and 155mm doped
paper cones, while an additional
midrange driver sports a 95mm
doped paper cone. Its considerable
bulk backed by 22kg of mass
promises much in terms of serious
sensitivity and bass wallop, the down
side being that relatively few buyers
seem prepared to put up with such ‘
large boxes these days, especially ‘
when they're finished in a substantial ‘
area of (perfectly respectable) vinyl |
wood print. ‘

The little R1000 used to deliver the
surround channels is a huge visual
contrast. It's relatively expensive for a
surround speaker at £199 per pair
but clever with it, designed to be
hung from a screw head in the wall
somewhat above ear height. The
main driver aims towards the listener
while the tweeter is on the underside,
pointing downwards so that much of
its output is reflected off the wall. The
centre speaker is much more
conventional though attractively slim
and discreet, featuring a pair of very
small 85mm coned main drivers
flanking a central tweeter.

There's a huge discrepancy in size
between the various models in this
Dali system, and while there's no
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VALUE

£539

GUARANTEE 5 years

doubt that the 8008s should be
designated 'large’ under any
circumstances, it seems likely that the
centre and surround speakers should
be ‘small’. The in-room
measurements certainly indicate that
thsi is true for the R1000, which has
little output below 100Hz and is
rather uneven and lumpy to boot. The
C1000 delivers a touch more bass
but is still somewhat bass-shy overall.
It's not a particularly close match for
the 8008, but in general terms it's
close enough.

The 8008 gives particularly good
in-room measurements, showing very
high sensitivity, extended and even
bass (when kept well clear of walls),
and a smooth overall balance, albeit

with some roll-off in the extreme
treble. In overall energy terms, the
upper midband is a touch over-
prominent. And although sensitivities
are high, the amplifier loads are quite
demanding.

CONCLUSION
A decent enough multi-channel
sound package, Dali’s Blue Series

system incorporates some interesting
ideas, and seems decent value for
money too. Stereophonically, the
8008 has rather more authority than
coherence or transparency, while the
full multi-channel monty would seem
to be better suited to high level
movie replay than the more subtle
and delicate art of multichannel
music making.

"THE C1000 DELIVERS A TOUCH
MORE BASS THAN THE R1000
BUT IS STILL SOMEWHAT
BASS-SHY OVERALL."

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

In the unsighted stereo tests, the
8008 delivered the solid sort of
sound one might expect from the
ingredients, but there were negative
aspects too. There's bags of
headroom, bass weight and drive,
but there was also criticism for
some additional box ‘drone’. One
panellist described the midband
and top end as: ‘Smooth, but also a
little dull, squashed and flat-
sounding. .. | would like more high
frequency energy and detail’.

Another listener described the
sound as: 'Hard and quite
uncompromising; not bright but
remorseless; controlled but a bit
tiring’. He later summed it up as
‘Not sloppy, slow or coloured, but
strong, clean, almost Teutonic in its
presentation’. The speaker has good
balance, lots of weight and loads of
headroom, but still somehow lacks
some coherence, vigour and
excitement.




@@@ G
MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY =
Multichannel music replay passed i
muster, though didn’t particularly
distinguish itself. The centre channel
did seem to stand out a little too
obviously, and there was an overall
tendency for this system to sound a
little hard and insistent. On the plus
side, the main left/right channels
supplied convincing bass weight
and power, and the little surround
speakers also seemed to work
rather well.

One could, however, describe the
overall sound as a little heavy-
handed. The wide differences in
scale between the various models
didn't seem to create the sort of
wraparound tension and warmth
that seems to be an important
ingredient in surround sound musig,
and there was little sense of
delicacy and transparency.







MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS

INFINITY ALPHA

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: Alpha 40/Alpha 10/Alpha Center

SOUND VALUE

CONTACT = 020 8731 4670 | wawharman.com | GUARANTEE 5 years

he Harman Group owns

and operates two of the

US’ biggest speaker

brands — Infinity and JBL,
both of which are active on a global
scale and operate independently and
in competition with each other.
Infinity was effectively relaunched
here in Britain a year or so back,
when Harman set up its own
distribution company, and the initial
effort has gone into the budget price
Alpha range, which is actually
designed in Europe expressly for
European tastes.

The first Alpha to come Choice's
way was the Alpha 30 floorstander, a
compact two-way floorstander which
rated a Best Buy in our June 2001
group test. This multichannel test has
provided the opportunity to try three
more models from the range. A pair

STEREO PAIR: Alpha 40

£833.00 SOUND

VALUE

£499.00

of three-way Alpha 40 floorstanders
(£499) deliver the main left/right
channels here, the surround duties
are undertaken by the small £165
Alpha 10 standmount, while the
£169 Center handles the centre
channel, bringing the total package
price to £833.

Although the surface finish is vinyl,
in beech, cherry or black ash
woodprint, these are strikingly good-
looking speakers, thanks to the very
hi-tech drivers and trim, and the
heavily post-formed edges around
the front panel. The core driver
technology is something Infinity calls
CMMD (ceramic metal matrix
diaphragm), which uses deep-
anodising to convert the skin of a
metal diaphragm into a ceramic oxide
layer deep enough to provide
worthwhile extra stiffness to increase

"THE DEEP AND DRY BASS IS A
REFRESHING CONTRAST TO THE BOOMY
THICKENING TENDENCIES FOUND

ELSEWHERE."”

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

Auditioned unsighted as stereo
speakers, the Alpha 40 didn't attract
any particular censure but did little
to excite the listening panel either. It
sounds clear, clean and open, with
little obvious coloration, but the
overall coherence is a little suspect
and there were universal comments
that low-level ambient information
seemed lacking.

Two listeners complained of a loss
of fine detail on guitar playing, one
attributing this to a general lack of
extreme top end — an observation
which correlates quite well with an
above-10kHz roll-off seen in the
in-room responses. The bass is
satisfying deep, powerful and free
from boom, but there’s also some
lack of genuine transparency here
too, and voices are just a little
pinched and nasal.

the working
bandwidth. It also \
results in a rather \\
fetching matt \
silver/grey finish,
which is further
emphasised by the silver
plastic trim.

A full three-way speaker
in configuration, the Alpha
40 is a heftily built
floorstander which uses twin
bass units, each with 120mm
cones, and a single midrange
driver with 95mm cone. The
tweeter has a 25mm dome, also
in CMMD alloy.

The surround and centre
speakers both use combinations of
the same 25mm tweeter and 95mm
cone driver, the latter operating here
as bass/mid units. One is fitted to
each Alpha 10, and two in the
Center. All the speakers are port-
loaded and feel very solidly built,

thanks in part to the 25mm-thick
front panels. The Alpha 40 has twin
terminals for bi-wiring; the 10 and
Center have just single terminal pairs.

The Alpha 40's port has been tuned
to a very low 28Hz, giving
impressively deep bass extension
without exciting mid-bass excess. As
a result it's quite well suited to close-
to-wall siting, and this was confirmed
by the in-room measurements.

While the Alpha 10 (port-loaded at
55Hz) naturally doesn't go as deep, it
would probably benefit from being
kept a little way out from walls where
possible (or maybe having its port
blocked where not). Although
impressively flat and smooth, the 10
also has a slightly brighter top end —
less than ideal for a surround speaker
that is likely to be close to listeners.

Both the Alpha 40 and 10 have
enough bass extension to be
designated 'large’ when using ‘bass
management’ processing, though
perhaps use the 10s as ‘small’ if

MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

With multichannel material the
Infinity system again delivered a
performance that was competent
rather than inspired. Timbre
matching gave no real cause for
complaint and the wraparound
soundfield had good overall
coherence and a measure of
tension too. But the overall sound
was a little thin and cold, and the
top end rather too insistent. Some
extra warmth and a tad less treble
wouldn't have gone amiss.

That said, the deep and dry bass
is a refreshing contrast to the
boomy thickening tendencies found
elsewhere, and if some material
could sound a touch aggressive, -
that's really an inevitable
consequence of an openness that is
welcome with many recordings.

you're playing really loud. The Center,
however, rolls off
pretty rapidly
i /| below 120Hz, so
| is probably best
kept ‘small".
Furthermore, its
balance doesn't
match the 40 all
that well, and is
significantly more
laid back through the
upper mid and lower
treble.

CONCLUSION

Very distinctive high tech
styling, fine build quality
and advanced driver
technology all make a
strong case in favour of

Infinity's Alpha range.
However, while it remains

o thoroughly competent, the

sound quality of this particular
package didnt match up to the high
expectations engendered by our
review of the Alpha 30 last June, in
either stereo or multichannel modes.
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GROUP TEST MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS

JAMO E8

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: E850 x4/ESCEN
VALUE [ ]

SOUND E3E3E3

STEREO PAIR: E850

£775.00 SOUND E3E3E3E3

CONTACT @ 01788 556777 = www.jamospeakers.com = GUARANTEE 7 years

amo is one of Europe’s

most successful speaker

brands, producing a large

variety of stylish models
from its vast cabinet works in the
north of Denmark. Some of its
models appear to place style ahead
of substance, in order to make
loudspeakers which can be discreetly
fitted into modern homes, but that's
certainly not the case with this
package. It includes four identical
compact floorstanders for the front
and rear channels, combined with a
similarly meaty-looking centre
channel speaker.

There are six models all told in
Jamo’s E-series: one standmount and
two floorstanders, backed up by a
surround pair, a subwoofer and a
dialogue speaker, but the system
assembled here uses just two of
those — the middle E850 floorstander,
plus the ESCEN centre, based on the
same driver combination.

The £300 E850 that forms the
basis of this system is an altogether
sturdier and more substantial
proposition than the E800
standmount we reviewed back in
November 2000. It has an extra main
driver to help out in the bass and a
floorstanding enclosure for just £100
more than the E800. Since there’s no
need for a stand here, the E850 has
got to represent solid value for
money.Although the finish is no
more than a vinyl imitation of the real
thing, these speakers still look pretty
good, with some neat styling
embellishments, provided the
elegantly shaped grilles are left in
place.

One clever part of this design is
that the main driver cone diameter is
about halfway between the usual
‘standard’ sizes found in the industry.
As a consequence this speaker is
even slimmer than most, yet still
packs plenty of punch. To counter the
potential instability of such a slim
design, each speaker comes with four
little outrigger feet, moulded from
ABS plastic, which extend the lateral
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footprint outside the box and ensure
good security against knocks. (These
look exactly like those supplied with
some Energy models.)

Operating in a 'two-and-a-half-
way" configuration, the main drivers
use a mineral-fibre-reinforced paper
cone some 110mm in diameter in a
moulded plastic frame, with a
surround which extends an extra
half-roll beyond the edge of the
frame to cover up the fixing screws.
The tweeter used here has a 25mm
fabric dome. Our vinyl woodprint
came in cherry, but beech and black
oak are options. The rear of the box is
adored with a very generous flared
port, and the regulation twin
terminals permitting the bi-wire/amp
operation.

Although its box volume is much
smaller, the EBCEN is a close match
for the E850, cosmetically speaking. It
has effectively identical drivers, this
time operating as a straight two-way
with the two main drivers either side
of the central tweeter.

Regrettably, one of our E850s had
a faulty crossover, which first showed
up in the stereo listening tests —
happily there were two
spares on the
subs’
bench in
the hall!
Subsequent
examination
revealed that a
cracked
mounting board
had broken
contact between
the terminal tags
and the network —
easy enough to fix in
time for the
multichannel listening.

In-room measurement
work showed that the
E850 should be relatively
tolerant of positioning,
though it's probably best kept
clear of walls. Port-blocking
might be worth considering if

VALUE

£300.00

the surround speakers have to be
against a wall — but you'll need some
heavy-duty winter socks to block
these ports! The overall balance is
good, if uneven, through the upper
registers, and rather strong in the
treble. The centre speaker makes a
good match, and is actually
marginally smoother and less forward

MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

The five-channel package didn't live
up to the promise the pair showed
in stereo mode, and I'm still not
entirely sure why.

The top end insistency that had
been tolerable enough at a stereo
listening distance became more

overall. intrusive with the shorter listening
distances of multichannel set-ups.
CONCLUSION There was also a general lack of

The E850 is a cleverly conceived and
good-looking stereo speaker at a very
reasonable price, and
Recommendation seems entirely
appropriate, provided its treble
brightness doesn't put you off. As a
complete surround sound package,
however, this Jamo collection proved
rather less convincing.

dynamic grip and authority that left
the Jamo package lagging behind
some of its competitors, so that the
full tension of the wraparound
soundfield wasn't really achieved.
The sound lacks something in drive
and punch as well as warmth, and
can get a bit harsh when the
volume is pumped.

"THE FIVE-CHANNEL PACKAGE DIDN'T
LIVE UP TO THE PROMISE THE PAIR
SHOWED IN STEREO MODE, AND I'M
STILL NOT ENTIRELY SURE WHY."”

RECOMMENDED

HI-FICHOICE «

| TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

Despite a hiatus caused by the
broken crossover, the E850 did well
in the unsighted stereo listening
tests, with a pleasingly rich and
fruity balance, a good sense of
power, and reasonably good
control. The top end does sound a
little over-exposed — indeed,
alongside a rather shy voice
presence, there's a touch of 'boom
'n" tizz" about the general character.
But overall coherence is pretty good
here, bringing a lively
expressiveness to the party.

It's not exactly the last word in
neutrality, but the colorations are all
sufficiently well controlled to avoid
serious censure, and none seemed
obviously intrusive. Ultimately, this is
an inexpensive speaker which lacks
smoothness and sophistication, but
which still successfully manages to
engage the listener in the music.







MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

Listening rather closer to the various
speakers with multichannel music
recordings, the inherent brightness
| seemed a tad more obvious. This
Cobalt combo’s big, generous, full
scale sound and essentially clean
and clear rendition provided a real
incentive to wind up the volume
and explore the dynamics of the
program material (though | have to
admit that at this point Flotsam the
cat left the room in protest).
: One might perhaps wish for a
G ; i i | little more warmth, as the
S ‘ ‘ i) presentation is sometimes a little
T‘*“« s i i | too dlinical for relaxed listening. But
/ the level of detail, dynamic tension
and range is exceptional here, so
the music always sounds unusually
interesting and involving, providing
a strong incentive to keep on
listening into the wee small hours.
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JMLAB COBALT

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: Cobalt 816/Cobalt 806/Cobalt CC800
SOUND VALUE

£1,707.00

SOUND

CONTACT = 0121616 5126 = www.focal-jmlab.fr ' GUARANTEE 2 years

rance’s biggest hi-fi
3peaker brand by a
comfortable margin,
~JMlab is increasingly
making its mark on the world stage,
fuelled to no small extent by the fine
drive unit technology of parent
company Focal. The system which
arrived for this group test is based on
the Cobalt range, only two steps
below the company’s top Utopia line,
50 it's not surprising to find it's the
most expensive package in our group
test. The good news is that the
Cobalts share many of the same
advanced driver features as the
Utopias but at much lower prices.
The large three-way Cobalt 826
registered a Best Buy in our recent
stereo group test (HFC 219), so the
portents were good for this
multichannel combo
consisting of three other
models from the Cobalt
range. Pride of place goes
to the 816 at £859 per pair,

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

A strong result in the unsighted
stereo tests is to be expected
from a relatively expensive
speaker, though there was one
voice of dissent. The majority
praised the 816's fine weight and
its fast, lively, and essentially
communicative disposition: ‘Balance
well judged; crisp and percussive
yet voices sound relatively unforced;
bass very good'.

However, it isn't always the
smoothest soundaround.There's a
touch of the brightness that seems
to be typical of JMIab speakers in
general, and this combines with a
dry bottom end to give a slightly
cold overall character. The cuddly
warmth often associated with large
loudspeakers is notably absent here.
One panellist complained of a
rather flat soundstage, though
another remarked on the fine
dynamic tension and transparency.

a large and very hefty two-and-a-
half-way floorstander that handles

the main front left and right channels.

Round the back is a pair of two-way
806 standmounts (£529), while the
front-centre channel is the
responsibility of the £319 CC800.
The Cobalts come in three visual
variations, all of which are quite
distinct from the usual British
approach, combining textured

MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS GROUP TEST

STEREO PAIR: Cobalt 816

VALUE

£859.00

laminates for front, back, top and
base, sandwiched between wood
veneered side panels. Ours, code
named 'Style’, look smart and
contemporary, if a little austere,
especially with the grey perforated
metal grille in place. Round the back
there are twin terminal pairs, and an
inspection panel so you can watch
the crossover network doing its thing.
At the core of all these models are

"MUSIC ALWAYS SOUNDS INTERESTING,
PROVIDING A STRONG INCENTIVE TO
KEEP ON LISTENING INTO THE WEE

SMALL HOURS."

RECOMMENDED

HIFICHOICE

the company’s trademark inverted
titanium dome tweeters, and 6.5-inch
cast frame "W-Sandwich’ main
drivers. The latter have 115mm
diameter cones made from a
structural foam sandwiched between
woven glass fibre sheets.

Both the 816 and 806 have ported
enclosures and are supplied with
bungs to block these if preferred,
which would seem quite sensible if,
say, the 8065 need to be placed close
to a wall. The CC800, incidentally, is a
straight d'Appolito-type two-way,
with sealed box loading.

Sited well clear of walls, the 816
delivers an impressive in-room
response, with good deep bass
extension and a mostly flat

midband, with a
presence dip centred on
2.3kHz the most obvious
feature, and a slightly
stronger than average
treble thereafter. The
surround channel 806
registers a very similar
balance, but is clearly rather
bass heavy when wall-
mounted — bungs at the ready
here. The CC800 has ample bass
extension to be designated
large" in 'bass management’
terms, and shows a good balance
match with the 816 across most of
the band, though curiously the
extreme treble is a little brighter, for

- no obvious good reason.

CONCLUSION

The contemporary styling of these
French loudspeakers might seem a
little idiosyncratic to British tastes,
and the character of the sound is also
a little leaner and brighter than the
UK norm. But there’s no avoiding the
fine underlying sound quality of
JMIab’s Cobalts, with their righteous
dynamic expression and lively
communication skills. Stereo
performance was marginally better
than the surround sound findings in
our tests, but both modes were
reproduced with style and aplomb.
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GROUP TEST MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS

MISSION M SERIES

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: m73/m7dS/m7C1
VALUE E3E3

\ CONTACT @ 01480 423700 | www.mission.co.uk = GUARANTEE 2 years

SOUND E3E3

own the years, Mission

has shown considerable

flair and expertise in

designing some of the
best-looking loudspeakers around,
and nowhere is that more true than
its approach to the awkward
difficulties of fitting multichannel
speaker systems into the domestic
environment.

That was certainly the case with the
£800 Cinema 7 package we tested a
year ago, and this significantly less
expensive combination takes a similar
approach a little further down the
road. At a very modest £480, it's
comfortably the least expensive
package in this group test, and is
arguably the best-looking too, thanks
to the clever styling used to keep the
centre and surround speakers as
discreet as possible.

The core of the system is the m73,
a clever two-way floorstander
that sells for a highly
competitive £200, the
|atter the key factor which
helped it register a Best Buy
rating in our June 2001
group test. Inevitably, given
the substantial size and weight
at such a modest price, there’s
little room for frills, but Mission’s
designers have still managed to
come up with an unusually good-
looking speaker in context.

Much, much smaller, yet only
fractionally cheaper at £180, is the
pair of cunningly shaped m7dS
surrounds, which are closely related
to the 78DS reviewed last year, with a
similar ‘bulging picture’ shape, this
time fetchingly finished in silver cloth,
over a moulded case.

The same silver cloth is used to
dress up the £100 m7C1 centre
speaker, which will go nicely with the
latest generation of silver finish TV
sets. This too is based on large plastic
mouldings, which has allowed the
front panel to be formed into a gentle
convex curve — the sort of curve that
might match the profile of aTV set
from a few years ago, but which will

o

STEREO PAIR: m73

£479.70 | SOUND E3E3E3ES

look less comfortable on top of the
latest flat-screen models.

While both the centre and surround
speakers here look very attractive and
are realistically priced, they're also
very lightweight affairs, at around
2.5kg each. They're small too, at five
and 4.2 litres respectively, considering
that each has a pair of 110mm-frame
drivers. Since they also combine
decent sensitivities with easy
amplifier loading, it's no surprise to
find that bass output rolls off pretty
rapidly below 120Hz. Mission’s claim
for -3dB at 75Hz should be taken
with a ladle of salt! If using ‘bass
management’, these three channels
should be designated ‘small".

The m73 is quite a contrast — its
vigorous port output generated a bit
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VALUE £199.90

of a midbass excess in our room,
even with the speakers well out from
the walls. Elsewhere the balance is
welljudged, if not all that smooth.
Although the three channels might
differ markedly at low frequencies,
the three different designs show very
good tonal balance matching
through the mid and treble voicing.

CONCLUSION
This is the least expensive and also

arguably the best-looking
multichannel package in our group,
and those factors alone will doubtless
earn it plenty of friends. The m73's
fundamental competence and
competitiveness continues to
demand respect among stereo
budget loudspeakers, but the
surround sound ancillaries, despite
good voicing, were less successful
with music programming and are
better suited to movie soundtracks.

"AT THE PRICE, ITS SOLID AND
SUBSTANTIAL PRESENTATION OF MUSIC
DESERVES CLOSE ATTENTION FROM
BUYERS ON TIGHT BUDGETS."

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

The m73 is unquestionably good
value, but it's still inescapably a
cheap speaker, only two-thirds of
the price of its nearest competitor in
this group test. Not surprisingly,
then, it was rated below average for
sound quality in the unsighted
stereo listening.

Basically a very competently
balanced and voiced loudspeaker, it
does rather lack subtlety, refinement
and dynamic literacy. Panellists
complained that the sound, though
full, was somehow insubstantial
and fragile, with little in the way of
depth perspectives. The bass end
provided rather more weight than
analysis, with sufficient congestion
to add some muddiness to the
musical pool. ‘Dynamic limitations
damp down enthusiasm in the
playing’, complained one panellist.
But at the price, its solid and
substantial presentation of music
deserves close attention from
buyers on tight budgets.




MULTICHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

If the m73s sounded a bit feeble,
comparatively speaking, in stereo
mode, this was further exacerbated
when moving on to multichannel
material. Designating the centre
and surrounds ‘small’ and directing
the bass to the m73s didn't really
help, as it tended to expose the
latter's fundamental lack of genuine
grip and authority. There was little
evidence here of the ‘wraparound’
fullness and warmth that can make
multichannel music so impressive
and involving by immersing you in
the whole soundfield. ‘Weak and
wimpish’ were two adjectives that
first sprang to mind, and nothing in
the test programme served to
reverse that opinion. Ultimately,
though material value for money is
strong, this package just isn‘t good
enough to convince with music.




HI-H

magazine

SOUND QUALITY

The multichannel results were very
good indeed, and the extra
channels naturally improved the
overall available headroom
significantly. The general
smoothness and freedom from
boxiness was very welcome and
most effective at creating a
convincing wraparound soundfield,
with obviously less box coloration
than the group average. Curiously,
the measured balance differences
between the S3 and C3 didn't seem
in any way obvious. Yes, there were
some thoughts that a subwoofer
might have been a welcome
addition, but the system still
managed surprisingly well without
one.
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MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS GROUP TEST

'SPENDOR S SERIES

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: S3 x4/C3

SOUND E3E3EIEd  vALUE E3EIEIER

STEREO PAIR: 53

£1,649.70  SOUND £33

CONTACT = 01323 843474 | www.spendoraudio.com | GUARANTEE 5 years

aving mostly concentrated

3n the professional arena

for some years, Spendor is

now firmly back on the hi-
fi stage thanks to new ownership
under Philip Swift, one of the original
co-founders of Audiolab. Spendor
was the first brand to emerge from
BBC roots, and its monitoring
loudspeakers have always been
highly regarded throughout the
broadcast sector. These ‘pro’
connections remain firmly in place,
but hi-fi enthusiasts in search of the
highest standards of neutrality have
long beaten a path to Spendor’s door,
and the company is now paying them
closer attention.

The package supplied for this group
test makes a complete contrast with
all the others assembled here, and is
a fine example of the sheer diversity
that exists in hi-fi speaker land. This
might be one of the most expensive
of our systems, but it's also the
smallest by an enormous margin.
Pound (sterling) for pound
(avoirdupois) it might not seem very
good value, but small is beautiful for
many loudspeaker purchasers, and
need not necessarily represent a
serious handicap either.

Indeed, the small box has a head
start when it comes to minimising
box coloration, because it's easy to
make a small box very stiff and
there's not much box to create
coloration in the first place. Also, the
assumption that a small speaker will
be short of bass output is naive — the
designer can juggle different
parameters to increase bass depth
from a small speaker. For example, by
sacrificing sensitivity and accepting
limited loudness capabilities.

This multichannel set-up uses four
identical S3s to do the front and rear
channels, plus the slightly larger C3
for the centre-front. Since the latter
costs £450 and the S3s are £600 per
pair, this tiny system soon adds up to
a substantial £1,650. Adding
Spendor’s £700 SUB3 subwoofer
was a temptation, but would have

taken things way over our maximum
budget for this test.

If the S3 looks vaguely familiar, that
might be because it has the same
basic physical dimensions as that cult
sub-miniature, the BBC-spec LS3/5A
— but turned round the other way,
making it deeper yet slimmer.
Spendor and others manufactured
the LS3/5A under licence for over 25
years, but the parts to make the
original are no longer available, so
Spendor now makes the Classic S3/5,
based closely on the original, plus this
$3, which is a more contemporary
update in sound and appearance.

Dressed up in high-class real wood
veneer, it has Spendor’s own small
130mm cast-frame main driver, fitted
with a 95mm diameter plastic cone,
and loaded by a simple and very
small sealed box. The tweeter has a
small 19mm fabric dome, and twin

VALUE

£599.90

terminal pairs are fitted for bi-
wiring/bi-amping. Much of the devil
(and price) is in the detail here, with
close drive unit matching, careful
acoustic integration of grilles etc.

The C3 centre channel looks just
like a 'stretched" S3, with an extra
main driver flanking the central
tweeter, and full magnetic screening.
There's a port set into the rear, tuned
to 48Hz, but this came with a bung
already fitted.

Although Spendor claims a
sensitivity of 85dB, our in-room traces
suggest that 82dB is closer to the real
world situation under far-field
conditions. This is certainly a low
figure, but it does ensure that this tiny
loudspeaker can actually generate
some real bass, down to 50Hz or
better. The S3's sealed-box loading is
tolerant of siting: wall proximity
usefully fills in the midbass, but also

"POUND FOR POUND IT MIGHT
NOT SEEM VERY GOOD VALUE, BUT
SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL FOR MANY."

somewhat disturbs the unusually
smooth and seamless midband
created in free space. The C3 doesn't
make a particularly good match,
being significantly more laid-back
through the presence region (1-3kHz)
yet rather brighter through the treble
proper.

CONCLUSION

An intriguing alternative to the
stereotype, this Spendor system loses
ground to more conventional
packages in terms of dynamic
expression and loudness capabilities,
but its beautiful voicing and freedom
from boxiness make it particularly
well suited to surround sound music
reproduction as opposed to outright
home cinema. It's clearly best in
smaller rooms, especially with stereo
material where its limitations are
more obvious.And | can't help
wondering whether a fifth,
magnetically shielded S3 might not
be a better (and cheaper) option than
the C3 centre speaker for
multichannel music replay.

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY
Perhaps inevitably, the bass
limitations of this tiny speaker did
prove something of a handicap in
the unsighted stereo listening tests,
and the adjective ‘small’ did crop up
more than once. One panellist
praised the speed and detail, but
felt the limited weight and warmth
left voices slightly exposed.
Providing it's kept well within its
loudness limits, this compact model
has some very real strengths. It's
beautifully balanced and voiced,
and unusually smooth too. There's

P little of the boxiness often found
~ | with larger speakers, and imaging is

exceptionally precise and well
focused, though dynamic and bass
analysis are less impressive.
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GROUP TEST MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS

WHARFEDALE PACIFIC

MULTICHANNEL PACKAGE: Pi-20/Pi-10/Pi-Centre
SOUND EJE3FE3EY  vALUE E3E3EIES

| STEREO PAIR: Pi-20

£699.95 = SOUND [3 (3

VALUE [3E3E3

£349.95

CONTACT = 01480 447700 = www.wharfedale.co.uk = GUARANTEE 1 year

till the best known brand

name in British hi-fi

loudspeakers, Wharfedale

became part of the
globalisation club long ago and is
actually owned by Chinese interests.
Manufacturing is often undertaken
overseas too, which may explain why
this range is christened Pacific.

They're a very distinctive range of
speakers for sure, most obviously
because all models feature externally
mounted tweeters, fitted into
moulded nacelles that sprout from
the top surfaces. They also look like
very good material value for money,
featuring real wood veneers at very
realistic prices.

Purchased separately, these five
speakers would normally cost £850,
but they also come as a complete
package at £700, which represents a

very worthwhile discount. While it's
not the cheapest of the packages
assembled here, it's only one step up
the ladder, and although the veneer
work might look pretty basic quality,
the build feels very solid and
substantial throughout.

The Pacific is Wharfedale's new
prestige range. Choice has covered
both the £449 Pi-30 (April 2001 First
Impressions) and the £500 Pi40
(Bench Test, June 2001), so this
combination of Pi-20, Pi-10 and Pi-
Centre actually completes the full set.

The £350 Pi-20, used for the main
front left/right channels here, is the
smallest of the three Pacific
floorstanders. Unlike its bigger
brothers, it's a simple two-way with
just a single main driver, albeit of
rather larger diameter than much of
the competition, with a 130mm

"B&W USES EXTERNAL TWEETERS
IN ITS UPMARKET MODELS, BUT
IT'S A TECHNIQUE THAT'S RARE
IN THE BUDGET SECTOR."

\ MULTICHANNEL
' SOUND QUALITY

This speaker system responded well
| to multichannel music too: ‘Quite a
| fun speaker, if a bit oddball. .. goes
| loud comfortably’, to quote the
‘ notes. Surprisingly perhaps, the
measured centre forwardness didn't
seem particularly intrusive in
practice, and the system as a whole
brought a welcome dynamic
tension and authority to the whole
‘wraparound' experience, which
was very involving.

There does seem to be ‘grip
factor’ in the way that surround
sound speaker systems drive and
create an overall tension within the
listening environment, and here the
Wharfedale combo worked rather
well. The strong top end could
occasionally intrude on the ‘wrong’
material, but this seemed to be the
exception rather than the rule.

diameter Kevlar composite cone. The
external tweeter can be rotated and
has a 25mm soft fabric dome, the
enclosure is front-ported and twin
terminal pairs are fitted.

Much the same spec applies to
the £250 Pi-10 surround
speakers, which use
the same basic drivers
in a much shorter
standmount enclosure:
with that big main driver,
it's a very chunky-looking
device. Size apart, the only
real distinction is that the
10’s reflex port is on the back,
whichis less than ideal for
close-to-wall siting. And since
surround speakers are likely to be
wall-mounted, there may be a
strong case for blocking the ports
here: foam bungs are not supplied,
but a rolled up pair of old socks is
equally effective!

The external tweeter will inevitably
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make the Pi-Centre stand out visually,
so Wharfedale uses two rather
smaller main drivers to keep the box
itself tolerably slim. Again the cone is
a woven Kevlar polymer matrix, this
time 95mm in diameter.

One apparent bonus with
floorstanders is that you save the
price of the stands, which sounds
good in theory. The Pi-20 even comes
with a little plastic plinth, but
unfortunately the threaded spike
sockets don't seem consistently
founded — one of ours sheared
completely, with very little torque.

Why mount an external tweeter on
the top of the enclosure? It's a
technique that B&W has applied to
its upmarket models for twenty-
something years, but it's rare in the
budget sector. It not only looks
distinctive, but potential benefits
include improved treble distribution,
an opportunity to time-align the
drivers (aligning the tweeter with the
acoustic centre of the bass driver), an
avoidance of baffle-edge diffraction
effects, and a measure of mechanical
decoupling from the main
driver/enclosure vibrations.

However, in-room measurements

TWO-CHANNEL
SOUND QUALITY

Auditioned unsighted as a stereo
pair, the Pi-20 drew a rather
inconsistent reaction from the
panellists, perhaps reflecting its
rather idiosyncratic balance. But it
by no means disgraced itself,
especially considering the very
modest price.

This is a design that makes up for
in enthusiasm what it lacks in
smoothness and sophistication. The
top end is a little over-exposed,
which might not interact too well
with low-cost electronics, but the
bottom end is pretty good, with
decent extension and evenness,
plus a measure of genuine authority
and dynamic grip. The overall effect
is somewhat laid back, but also
engagingly spacious, airy and
expressive, with good stereo
imaging and little in the way of
boxiness, one panellist summing it
up as: ‘entertaining, if a bit lively".

revealed some obvious
balance anomalies. There's
plenty of bass and treble,
but the midband is
lacking, particularly
with the Pi-10;
the Pi-20 is
rather better
balanced, but
still short of
presence energy.
The Pi-Centre then
compounds the felony
by delivering a rather
mid-forward balance.

CONCLUSION

' There’s no denying this

' package supplies plenty of

loudspeaker for your money,

with refreshingly individual
styling. Strict neutrality is

compromised by wayward

balance, but the whole is

definitely entertaining, in either

stereo or multichannel modes.







GamuT amplifiers “Sweet

Start from Clearaudio’s basic

Cabasse Ki loudspeakers delivering
| audiophile performance with style,

Transfiguration Spirit Mk3,

Aloia Italian tube timbre

rendering faithfulness to the
original recorded sound

amplification featuring their
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‘Inductive Power Supply

[ Absolute Sound

UK Distributors for Acapella, Aloia, Argento, Cabasse, Clearaudio, C.A.T., GamuT, Graham, Halcro, Shakti, Shun Mook,

wile. For a free information pack contact us on, Tel

01252 702705, e: info@audioreference.co.uk

definitive audio

Living Voice - Lowther - Vitavox - Electrofiuidics - Art Audio - Border Patrol
Canary - DNM - MF - Sugden - Wavac - Western Electric - Resolution Audio
Wadia - Michell - Nott'm Analogue - SME - Ortofon - Van den Hul

LIVING VOICE

Auditorium Avatar

Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice
Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice

"The Avatar is a near perfect balance of size, bandwidth,
efficiency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small
Jootprint deliver a genuine 94db sensitivity, and excel
when it comes to delivering the scale, vibrance and colour
of the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cut
straight to the heart of a performance, unlocking the music
wrapped in the recording, whilst its refinement makes it
equally at home with both basic and surprisingly expensive
amplification.”

Part exchanged and ex-dem clearance. Sale New
Digital

Sugden Masterclass CD - new - boxed £1990 £2500

Helios Model CD2i - new £890 £1200

Helios Model CD3i - ex-dem £690 £900

Linn Genki - 1yr - boxed £650 £1000
Analogue

Nottingham Analogue Mentor - with reference platter £1900 £2900

- Reference power supply for above £490 £800

Nottingham Analogue ‘Foot - 12" carbon fibre tonearm - new £700 £1100

Nottingham Analogue Space Deck - with SME arm mount £650 £850

Helius Cyalene - tonearm £590 £1350

Hadcock GH228 Super - 9" tonearm - nearly new £440 £640
Loudspeakers

Living Voice Auditorium - Hi-Fi Choice 'Best Buy'

4 pairs - Walnut - ex-dem £1150 £1500

Cadence DS £750 £1750

Dali 104 (MS) £390 £650

Lowther Bi-Core 2000 £500

Klipsh LaScala Black £1750 £3500

Quad ELS63 - fully reconditioned by Quad £1500 £3000

Quad ELS63 - fully reconditioned by Quad £1300 £3000
Amplifiers

Border Patrol 300B SE - with new Western Electric valves.

Light Oak - the best SE available - ex-dem £3750 £4500

Canary Audio 301 - 24 watts stereo power amp with

2 matched pair Western Electric 300B - fabulous £3900 £5200

Art Audio Concerto - integrated 40 Watts Class A. V.good x2 Each £1500 £2650

Audio Innovations S1000 - 50 watt class A monos £790 £1550

Joule Electra 2 box phono pre-amp £800 £2000

Art Audio VPS - valve line pre-amp £600 £1400

Sugden A21 - integrated (line only) ex-dem - mint condition £750 £900

Musical Fidelity A1000 - 'super pre main' class A £850 £1800

Cary '2A3' 7 watt power amp. 1992 £850

Cary 5500 Line pre-amp. 1992 £550

Unison Mystery One PR+ £950 £1750

Tube Technology MAC phono pre-amp. Fully refurbished by

manufacturer. Including Hovland film and foil capacitors. £900 £1400

Tube Technology line pre-amp with separate power supply.

Fully refurbished by manufacturer. £850 £1450

Tom Evans Groove - phono stage - new £490 £750

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk




MULTICHANNEL SPEAKERS GROUP TEST

CONCLUSIONS

PAUL MESSENGER GETS TO GRIPS WITH THE DEMANDS ON MULTICHANNEL SPEAKERS.

ne observation from this group
test is that the best speaker
system for stereo isn’t
necessarily ideal for surround,
~and vice versa. Part of the
reason might be to do with different
listening distances, but I suspect other,
subtler factors may also be involved.

The stereotypical package here
combines a pair of floorstanders for front
left/right with much smaller speakers
doing centre and surround duties.
However, this group test tends to suggest
that such an arrangement might well be
better suited to movies than music. The
two packages based around standmount
speakers (from B&W and Spendor) were
unquestionably among the more
successful, perhaps because the all-round

match is very good, and there’s less total
cabinet area to add colorations.

More disturbing was the discovery that
the Sony SCD-XB770 SACD player, used as
source for much of the multichannel
work, sounded better in ‘Multichannel

Direct’ mode, than when using its built-in

DSP functions like ‘bass management’.

The *770 is a modestly priced SACD
player, to be sure, and I've no idea if it’s
typical of the breed in this respect. If it is,
the implications are considerable.

It means, for example, that one is
theoretically more or less obliged to use a
subwoofer, even when any or all of the
other speakers are large, because it’s only
possible to pass the ‘.1’ or sixth channel
content on to the front L/R channels by
employing bass management. (It’s true

that the .1 channel doesn’t always carry
bass information on music discs, but it’s
still a shame not to reproduce it if it does.
At present there is no standard ‘use’ for
the sixth channel but it looks likely that
it will end up full range in the long term)

Again, for best possible quality by
avoiding ‘bass management’, it’s
necessary to use ‘large’ speakers all
round, and further DSP features can be
avoided by choosing speakers of similar
sensitivities, and sitting roughly
equidistant from all five main channels.

These broad rules seem to make plenty
of sense even for non-purists. The simple
conclusion is that the best surround
sound music is likely to be obtained
when all five speakers are broadly similar
in size and type.

g

SPEAKERS AT A GLANCE

MAKE ACOUSTIC ENERGY B&W CASTLE DALI INFINITY
MODEL | AESPRIT 309 602 S3 STIRLING 3 8008 ALPHA 40
AESPRIT 300C 60153 RICHMOND 3 R1000 ALPHA 10
AESPRIT 307 LCR 600 S3 BASTION C1000 ALPHA CENTER
PRICE £699.95 £299.95 £729.90 | £539.00 £499.00
£279.95 £249.95 £279.90 | £199.00 | £165.00
£249.95 £349.95 £329.90 £169.00 | £169.00
SOUND STEREO (% [x[%] [x [ %] [ [ [
VALUE STEREO (x| #]x]*] e x]* ] *]
SOUND MULTICHANNEL [ % [x 1| TS [ x [x [+ ] WA [ +]
VALUE MULTICHANNEL | EJESE3 @ A %] %] *] @ EIEIEIE || &)
CONCLUSIONS The veneer might be prettier, Good sized, quality drivers in Fine drive and expression, but Stereo has authority (but less Sounds competent, but didn't
but the imaging, solidity and standmount frames still make can sound a little hard. Best transparency). Multichannel excel in either stereo or
neutrality are impressive. sense, whatever the trend. with multichannel material seems movie-oriented. multichannel mode.
GUARANTEE 3 YEARS 5 YEARS 5 YEARS 5 YEARS 5 YEARS
os@
MAKE JAMO JMLAB MISSION SPENDOR WHARFEDALE
MODEL E 850 x4 COBALT 816 M73 S3 x4 PI-20
E 8CEN 806 M7DS a PI-10
CC 800 M7C1 PI-CENTRE
PRICE £300.00 PER PAIR £859.00 £199.90 £599.90 PER PAIR | £349.95
£175.00 £529.00 £179.90 £449.90 | £299.95
£319.00 £99.90 | £199.95
SOUND STEREO N (A% x| %] [x[# [ x] %] (x x| *] [* [ ]}
VALUE STEREO LR (x| x] %] (x| x]#]x]*] EIEIE3E
SOUND MmuLTICHANNEL | EESES [ [ [ ] [ ]* oooo ——
VALUE MULTICHANNEL | EZE3E3 ] | & EEEE I3 @
CONCLUSIONS Good stereo, if a tad bright, A little lean and bright, with Respect for the price, but the Lacks some dynamic capabili- | Balance is somewhat wayward
but the surround sound strong dy ic expressi d bits are better ties, but has beautiful voicing but unquestionably
package was less convincing. and lively communication. suited to movie work. and freedom from boxiness. entertaining in either mode.
GUARANTEE 7 YEARS 2 YEARS 2 YEARS 5 YEARS 1YEAR
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THERE'S MUCH MORETO
CABLES THAN MERE WIRES —
THEY CAN MAKE OR BREAK
A QUALITY SYSTEM. CABLE
MAESTRO RICHARD BLACK
INVESTIGATES 12 NEW
INTERCONNECTS.

t would be hard to deny that the cable

market has pretty much matured and

although makers claim to come up with

unique designs genuine breakthroughs

—arerare. The vast majority of hi-fi buyers

now cheerfully accept that cables are compo-
nents in their own right just like amplifiers and
speakers, and although it’s arguable that the dif
ferences they make are a lot more subtle than
those between speakers, few these days deny the
existence of such differences.

All the same, there’s still plenty of mystique
surrounding cables. After several years of
reviewing, I haven’t come across a single
theory that convincingly relates science to
perception in the cable field. It’s a regrettable
state of affairs, not least because it is open to
exploitation by unscrupulous manufacturers
who seek to baffle with science, or pseudo-
science. Only a minority of manufacturers, I
hasten to add. But the irony is that many of them
make very good cables, sometimes seemingly
despite themselves. They can’t possibly all be
right - there are far too many contradictions!

One thing that is clear is that the notorious
‘system synergy’ argument applies to cables, and
their performance can be inextricably linked



with what’s on either end. But there seems to be
a degree of consistency to a particular cable’s
sound, which makes reviews like this one valid
across a reasonably broad range of partnering
equipment.

In fact, in preparing this review I broadened the
scope somewhat to include an elderly open-reel
tape deck as a source component. With its low-
feedback valve circuitry it is in complete contrast
to the high-feedback integrated circuits that
drive the outputs in most modern source
components. It certainly added food for thought,
but only once or twice did it make me
significantly revise my thoughts on any
particular cable.

As usual, I urge you to do as much comparative
listening for yourself as possible. Many dealers
will loan cables for a short period to existing
customers so that you can try them at home. If
your listening chain has two or more cables in
the path (for instance, CD player to preamp and
preamp to power amp)it’s intriguing to try
changing both at once, which often has a much
bigger effect than changing one alone. And don’t
forget that the twelve cables reviewed here are
only a sample: see The Directory at the back of
the magazine and our website for many more.

ON TEST
Acoustic Research

Master Series MS230 £69.99
Cable Talk Professional 3~ £74.95
Chord Company Silver Siren £74.99
Ecosse Reference Diva £99.99
Ixos Gamma Master

Series 1001 £69.95

Kimber Crystal-Cu £115.00
Monster Interlink

IL-400 Mk IT £69.95
Neotech NA11085 £99.95
Profigold PGA4201 £14.99
Prowire SHQ £29.99
SonicLink SG Voices £95.00

van den Hul The Bay (5 £45.00
ALl prices are for a 1m pair unless
otherwise stated

OTHER EQUIPMENT USED
Rotel RCD-971 (D player
Revox/EAR G36 open-reel tape deck
EAR 802 and 518 amps
Harman/Kardon Integrated amp

ATC SCM20 speakers

Goertz M1 speaker cable

MUSIC USED DURING TESTS
Guzman - Ambrosio

Alan Bush - Men Of Blackmoor
Ramsey Lewis - Down To Earth
Pink Floyd - The Wall

&> o

Y A
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CALL NOW TO GET YOUR
NEW RINGTONE OR PICTURE!

New Arrivals myeioVe|| & |[s Ry ofEife]| T2 |

1272 1012 1274

37624 - Kylie Can't Get You Out of My Head GEFRTIFIED! = S =
37637 - Michael Jackson . .....You Rock My World TOWONY X HenNe Y__‘ ENGAGE!@ E)‘@b% mt@m_]
37622 - DJ Otzi : ...Hey Baby 1020 1275 1027 1029 1259
37630 - City High 5 What Would You Do

37638 - Usher 2 5 R e e et You Got It Bad Faamu &

37629 - Steps. ; R _Chain Reaction !eppan: @l HEAD?Y W, T || @ rorscre | (aasy |
37640 - Linkin Park ... e e e [0 ) (=3 =0 o] 1030 1032 1033 1038 1339
37625 - Alien Ant Farm . s . 5 ciiiiiiiiieee.....Smooth Criminal

37632 - Mary J Blige.... AN N L R oo .Family Aftair ST 3 L $
37631 - Liberty ) Thinking It Over GUAKE my onge |- o TR ST Grlsterg
37604 - Uncle Kracker .. .Follow Me 1039 1276 1044 1045 1242
37635 - Sven Sven Sven .. . Bell & Spurling

37636 - Sum 41 ... Fat Lip 2 ; m 7& Aol THE ROCK [2

37616 - Bob The Builder ... " o--7a . o .Mambo No 5 E"(‘-“E J K “afJ m

37626 -Shaggy ..o N ...Luv Me Luv Me 1280 1047 1281 1321 1243
37617 - Supermen Lovers ............ v Sresargnses o Starlight

37621 - N-Trance.. - .....Set You Free

E‘ GJJ!SO_RJ EONS_?‘_J Llé«_u quﬂj \@i\smmﬂ l_LB\ﬂ'SJ

|6 sERé | [gb:vzonej m swatch

1210 1211 1236
[ | (R[S
1356 1217

1213 1216 1413

[, po0d| [ BEATLES | [l BETH || A-TEAM | [HeSingrev]

1445 1219 1220 1222 1241

2T B | | QAR S?chfgsss Ak Polter

1230 1232 1302 1359

Classics

37143 - Muppets - zsanzen o

- Pink Floyd vt s ......Another Brick In The Wall

- Bee Gees .. e . . ...Staying Alive

- Dambusters . - . e TR
- Itchy & Scratchy..
- Scooby Doo ..
- X-Files i s TS .
- Cranberries .. 2 ........Zombie
- Frank Sinatra S .....Strangers In The Night
- The Fugees - S IR Killing Me Softly
- Spooks ¥ . . Karma Hotel
Spooky .

- Tales From The Crypt
- Halloween
Phantom Of The Opera

e TONES - 09065 776 540

CALL OUR 24 HR HOTLINE: ENTER
T Qg SiEtE YOlives  GRAPHICS - 09065 776 541
OR TONE IN SECONDS

Calls £1.50 per minute at all times. Please ask germlssion from whoever pays (he(g)hone bill. Average call less than 3 minutes. Toned-up pics work with Nokia 3210, 33xx, 51xx, 61xx, 62xx, 8210,
88xx, 7110, 9xxx and Ringtones on Nokia 3210, 61xx, 6210, 7110, 8210, 8810, 8850. Ringtones are also available for selected Motorola and Sagem handsets, call 0870 243 6970 for details (Calls
charged at national rate; see your service provider for details). People2Peopie, London N7 9AH
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PROCEED

M+K

NEAT

PMC

LOEWE

SONY PRO

FUJITSU

STAX If choosing your new hi-fi or home
GRABO cinema in a civilised and relaxed

ORTION atmosphere from a well-chosen
DYNAVECTOR ¢

SHAHINIAN selection of genuine performance
XLO equipment appeals, then we are for you.

See and hear the very best with us.

nfidelity | |Grab Your Copy Now

For your FREE copy of our latest catalogue please give us o call, |
or visit www.audiophilecandy.com and fill in our contact form |

INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI

9 High Street, Hampton Wick,

Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT | 4DA 0870 24 ] 246 9

BADA Full custom installation of home cinema, distributed .

KSR audio/video and home automation products Advel'l'lse FOI' FREE
Email: infidelity@compuserve.com 9 ot E x

& www.infidelity.co.uk Looking to buy or sell Hi-Fi go to “hififorsale.com’ an easy way to
Open: Tues - Fri 10.30am - 7pm, Sacurday 10am - 6pm advertise your Hi-Fi onine completely free of charge
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Acoustic Research
Master Series MS230

SOUND VALUE £69.99

Packaging that requires a screwdriver to open it may seem a little
over-the-top for a mere cable, but the product inside is nicely made
with good quality components. Pseudo-balanced construction is
employed (screen connected at one end only), with silver-plated
conductors and low-loss insulation. The phono plugs have a
collet lock to help keep them tightly in place on sockets, and
a ferrite sleeve is fitted to each cable to cut down RF
interference: the worst this can do is nothing, and it can
be a life-saver in certain environments.

This is built like a good no-nonsense cable and it
sounds like one. Performance is perhaps not out-
standing in any area but has no embarrassing weaknesses either, with good
detail, well extended bass, very good lateral stereo imaging (a little less good (
in the depth department) and sweet, clean treble. At climaxes there is some- o
times a hint of hardness to the sound, but even so there is no loss of detail B B
and listening never becomes tiring. All in all, a well balanced performance,
which won't excite bass freaks but should provide a gratifying upgrade for Cable Talk Professional 3

many a mid-range system and suit most musical styles. Recommended. SOUND [3E3E3 VALUE £74.95
Contact 0161 702 5010 www.acoustic-research.com Guarantee Life

magazine

This is another pseudo-balanced cable, although it seems to have not one but
two "hot’ conductors plus an earth return, all screened with copper foil which
is connected only at one end (normally the sending end, as marked on the
cable’s sheath). The conductors are stranded but even so the cable is not
particularly flexible. Good quality phono plugs are fitted with a split centre pin
that helps ensure good contact in any socket; DIN plugs are a no-cost option.

Capacitance is significantly higher than with any other cable here: over a
one metre length it is not likely to cause noticeable treble loss with any source
component but long runs might on occasion sound a little dull.

In general, there is a slight tendency to bass richness and a touch of
coloration in the midband means that this is not the most neutral cable in the
group. In fact the
bass, while

extended
and solid, can sometimes sound
a little dry and this can reduce its
tunefulness on occasion. Treble is extended
but lacks the last word in openness. Detalil is fair,
with some congestion in thickly-scored music. Try it
perhaps for its bass, but overall the result is a not as
good as one might expect.

Contact 0808 100 6868 www.cabletalk.co.uk
Guarantee Life

!

Chord Company Silver Siren

SOUND VALUE £74.99

Scoring highly for both flexibility and handling, this soft-jacketed cable ‘
appears to have an unusual construction consisting of two coaxial cables ‘
twisted together. The core of one is the 'hot" conductor and the core of the
other is the ground, while the screens are connected at one end. This can
make the cable directional, but feel free to experiment with which direction
works best: Chord's recommendation grounds the screens at the receiving
end but results may vary from one installation to another. Plugs are plated in
silver rather than gold.

Materials used are all of high quality, so maybe it is the construction which
is to blame for this cable’s lacklustre performance. Although it offers a good
tonal balance with commendable reach in the bass, it seems shy of revealing
much detail. This makes for rather tiring listening, as one has to concentrate
harder to follow what is going on, and in addition the sound tends towards
dryness, which removes some of the bloom from voices and speeds the decay
of ambience and percussive sounds. Probably for the same reasons, dynamics
seem constrained and climaxes undramatic. No one area is seriously lacking,
but this seems a limited upgrade over cheaper alternatives.
Contact 01722 331674 www.chord.co.uk Guarantee 10 years
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GROUP TEST INTERCONNECT CABLES

Ecosse Reference Diva
SOUND VALUE £99.99
Beneath the transparent sheath of this chunky-looking cable is a dense silver-
plated braided screen, and apparently beneath that a further screening layer
of conductive polymer and a simple coaxial construction. Materials are of
good quality with a low-loss insulator and impressively grippy plugs.
Unfortunately we could only obtain a 0.5m sample for review, which means
that comparisons with the others in this group are not strictly fair. However,
past experience suggests that the fine results obtained can be reasonably well
extrapolated to the case of a full metre. In fact, sound was among the best in
the group, with nicely extended low frequencies and some very clear treble,
and no discernible tonal signature. Of particular note is the ve y tuneful
nature of this cable’s bass, which seems to be a relatively rare asset in cables
but which is essential for full appreciation of that staple of jazz, the plucked
double bass. Naturally, other musical styles benefit too, while the high levels
of detail (maintained even-handedly across the dynamic range) made for an
enjoyable and lengthy listening session. Although it's among the dearest in
the group, this cable comfortably earns its Recommendation.
Note: price given is for 0.8m length; 0.5m as reviewed is £84.99
Contact 0141 353 0509 www.ecossecables.co.uk Guarantee 10 years

Ixos Gammar r Connect 1001

SOUND VALUE £69.95

Looking like some sort of ‘dayglo’ snake in its bright nylon braid clothing, this
very fat — but surprisingly flexible — cable is yet another outing for Ixos's
‘Gamma Geometry', a subtle variant on twisted pairs which may or may not
make a significant difference but gives Ixos something to patent. Anyway, the
recipe looks quite tasty, with silver-plated conductors and screen and Teflon
insulation. This is another pseudo-balanced cable and is marked for
directionality on one plug.

Sonic results seem decent rather than
outstanding. As with so many cables,
detail resolution varies with level, so
that while quiet music is nice and
easy to follow, big climaxes

can become a little
ragged and disjointed.
Treble is not quite as
open as with the
best cables in this
group, but bass is
good — well
extended and
resonant.
Dynamics are
good, and with
lively rock for instance
there is a good ‘get-up-
and-dance’ factor:|
strongly suspect that this
could be a good cable for home
cinema use too. But for acoustically
recorded music it is not as transparent as
some of its competitors and on balance it falls
just sho t of Recommendation.
Contact 01844 219000
www.ixos.co.uk Guarantee Life
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Kimber Crystal Cu

SOUND EJEIE3EY  VALUE EIEIEY £115.00

Kimber's familiar woven pattern turns up again, this time with four
conductors (two hot, two ea th) under a nylon braid. Although the weave is
not quite the same as twisting it achieves much the same effect, with a fair
degree of interference rejection at low and high frequencies even though
there is no screen. The plugs fitted are Kimber's upmarket 'Ultraplate’ variety,
also featuring a split centre pin.

On balance, this cable doesn’t always live up to the generally high
standards set by most of Kimber’s range. Its strong paint is the bass, which
has fabulous extension and solidity, and that in itself will probably sell plenty
of pairs. But there's an odd mixture of ability and awkwardness here: for
instance, the telling ‘plucked bass test’ showed a lack of resonance in the low
reaches despite the extension. Frequency balance is very even-handed at any
level and climaxes are reached without roughness, but detail on complex tre-
ble-rich sounds such as harpsichord is in slightly short supply and such sou@dg’
also seem rather forward and dry. There is good stereo image
placement except that the entire image is sometimes shifted forward. 1ts
wo th investigating if you're curious, but doesn't quite justify |ts pt;&itlon asr A
most expensive in the group.
Contact 0800 373467 www.kimber.com Guarantee Life

\



Do you want to choose your hifi in a
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ?

Do you want friendly and helpful advice
(and a cup of tea) . . ?

Do you want to buy your system
based on what you hear (and not what
somebody tells you) . . ?

Do you live in GUILDFORD . . ?

. or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley,
Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley,
Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey
(East & West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton,
Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley?

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon,
Epos, Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Primare, PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rotel, Tag McLaren, Target,
T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems)& Top Tape.

Visit us first and you won’t need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible).

Complete service — We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking
selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the
above brands (and others also).

PJ HIFI

Guildford’s only REAL Hi-Fi shop

NEW LINN
CD PLAYERS
CD12 and IKEMI
on Permanent
demonstration

We are at

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD

(by the traffic lights - adjacent to Yates Wine Lodge)
01483 504801 - 01483 304756

Access * Visa ¢ Switch « American Express ¢ Diners Club « Open Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm (later by appointment)




GROUP TEST INTERCONNECT CABLES

Monster Interlink IL4A00 M
SOUND EJEJEIEIED vALUE EIEIEJEIED £69.95

Monster Cable — one of the oldest kids on the block — certainly has:
the branding thing off pat, complete with baseball caps and key
rings. And of course, more buzz words and registered trademarks
than you can shake a stick at. Of these, the more interesting are the
Bandwidth Balanced construction and Time Correct windings, evidently =
mixing cable strand sizes for ‘improved phase response and faster 3
transients’. Whatever the jargon, this is certainly a well-specified cable with
moderate capacitance and low loss, and Monster's phono plugs give a good
balance between tightness of fit and practicality.

The sound is lively and full of energy. It's not entirely neutral and so may not
suit all tastes, but its departures from neutrality are not serious: principally a
slight tendency to brightness and a mildly forward way with images. However,
that brightness coupled with bass that lacks neither quality nor quantity
makes this the best cable of the bunch for foot-tapping across a broad range
of styles from rock to jazz. Classical is perhaps a little less favoured but still
very listenable, with very good detail. Top fun factor: Best Buy.

Contact 01908 319360 www.monstercable.com Guarantee Life "eotech "A“oss

SOUND VALUE £99.95

Hailing from Taiwan, this smart cable is a simple enough coaxial type, using
high purity copper for both cable and plugs. Like Monster, Neotech mixes
cable strand diameters, claiming that this improves bass response. Low-loss
foamed polythene insulation is covered by a conductive plastic screen and a
copper braid. The chunky phono plugs feature a locking collet for maximum
grip on sockets.

In retrospect it is a little surprising that this cable did not perform better on
audition, given that its basic recipe is very similar to the Ecosse Reference for
example. Its real weakness is detail, which never quite rises above the so-so.
There's no problem with tonal balance, with good bass extension matched by
effortless treble, but it can be really quite difficult to separate out the strands
of a complex piece of musical writing. On the other hand, detail seems
paradoxically to improve with dynamic level (usually it's the other way
round) which made for good results with a spot of glam rock, and
modern synth-based music is reasonably happy too. But
that's not enough to glean i
accolades: for a fairly hefty sum of 2
money, this cable seems to offer
little that can't be had for less
elsewhere.

Contact 01646 685601
www.neotech.com.tw
Guarantee Life

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOIC
magazine

E

Profigold PGA4201
SOUND [3E3E3 VALUE [3E3E3E3ED £14.99

As you'd expect at the price, there's nothing particularly clever claimed for this
cable. Left and right channels are joined by a plastic web but can be easily
unzipped. The surprisingly robust-looking metal plugs are moulded on so
inspection proved impossible, but it's clearly a coaxial design made with good
quality, low loss insulation.

Never mind the aspirations: this is a perfectly respectable cable in present
company. In no one area does it outshine all the others, but in most
departments it puts in a very creditable performance. OK, it is a little dry and
can as a result become rather uninvolving, especially with hi-fi components or
recordings that are already on the Saharan side. But it has a fine balance
across the frequency spectrum, good detail, respectable stereo imaging with a
fair stab at image depth too, and no fear of dynamics. Voices lose a little
resonance thanks to the dryness, but are still easy to distinguish. It seemed
particularly at home with jazz material, less so with classical and somewhere
in-between with rock and pop. Had its price been twice as high it would still
have merited Recommendation.

Contact 0208 543 3633 www.profigold.com Guarantee none
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GROUP TEST INTERCONNECT CABLES,

Prowire SHQ
SOUND E3E3E3E3  vALUE E3E3E3E3 £29.99

This brand new lead wasn't even on the market at the time of writing and so
the review sample was a slightly unrepresentative 1.5m, which probably
didn't make a vast difference. At the least, it served to show off the impressive
specification of this low-price cable, including such niceties as silver-plated
oxygen-free copper throughout and low-loss insulation. It's a simple coaxial
design and is fitted with phono plugs which stand comparison with those
fitted to the more expensive cables here, split centre pin and all. The only
omission is the lack of any channel identification, given the channels are
attached to one another.

Little if any special pleading is required on grounds of price. Yes, bass
extension and detail could both be improved — but not by a great amount.
What's slightly more serious is that the bass sometimes sounds just a little
muddy and congested, most noticeably so with orchestral bass instruments, B
but it has a good degree of tunefulness and kick. Treble is generally open and
sweet and s?ereo imgging is just fine, with depth arguably%etter tt{arg)one has ‘ SonicLink SG Voices
any right to expect. Dynamics are good if not quite up to the level of the best SOUND EJE3E9E3" vAwe EIEIE3ES  £95.00

around. A highly Recommended budget upgrade. This is a new model in the SonicLink range but is based on the longstanding
Note: price given is for 1.2m length Violet. SL has unconventional views on the materials required for audio
Contact 01442 403000 www.vivanco.com Guarantee 1 year interconnects and this one has conductors of pure nickel, not a metal used

much for cable. Insulation is a more conventional PTFE, while the plugs are
SL's own, smart and fairly robust. Construction is pseudo-balanced so a
degree of directionality can be expected in some applications.

If the materials are unusual, so is the sound. Of all the cables in the group,
this one has the most pronounced tonal character, with lovely bass extension
but what sounds like a slight dip in the upper bass. That's most audible
in direct comparisons with other cables, but in isolation it could
well be a useful counterweight to the characteristics of many
smaller speakers. Midrange and treble seem generally neu-
tral. Detail is good but not fantastic, and its close rela-
tive stereoimaging is likewise not quite in the front
rank, with limited image depth. Dynamics are
good, though, and that can make for an exciting
sound with good impact. There's clearly a
trade-off between impact and detail here, so
have a listen and see how it grabs you. To
encourage you, we'll Recommend it!
Contact 01332 361390
www.audiocables.co.uk Guarantee Life

BEST BUY

van den Hul The Bay C5
SOUND E3E3E3E3Ed VALUE £45.00

This cable first appeared in an HFC group test three years ago, albeit in a
slightly different guise. Since then it has changed distributor —Tannoy now
handles van den Hul — it's price has fallen and it's seen some minor changes
in construction. The basics are the same though: it's a coaxial cable using a
mixture of silver-plated copper and vdH's trademark Linear Structured
Carbon, which is supposed to improve conductivity at very low signal levels.
Insulation is low-loss polythene and good quality phono plugs are fitted with
collet termination of the screen, which gives better interference rejection than
the more common ‘pigtail’ connection.

There's no doubting the sonic achievements of this very fine cable. From top
to bottom of the frequency range it equals or tops almost every other cable
here, with the possible exception of ultimate bass extension. But even there it ‘
scores pretty well, offering particularly good detail too. In fact its detail really
is in the top rank, giving insights into familiar recordings and making long-
term listening not merely enjoyable but compulsive. Stereo imaging is
excellent, with very good depth information, and the sound remains
completely cohesive throughout the full dynamic range. Any kind of music is
well served and there should be no compatibility problems with equipment
either. It's excellent value-for-money and a clear Best Buy.

Contact 01236 420199 www.vandenhul.com Guarantee 10 years
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YOUR ESSENTIAL BUYING GUIDE FOR
HOME CINEMA AND DVD. IT'S THE
ONE-STOP SHOP FOR ALL THE TOP KIT,
WITH THE BIGGEST TESTS IN THE UK

IN THIS ISSUE...

The best DVD home cinema systems,
widescreen TVs, and surround sound
speaker packages are tested to the limits.
We also check out Sky+'s Dolby Digital
capabilities, and test Panasonic’s DVD
recorder, Microsoft’s Xbox, KCL's Video CD
recorder and Hitachi’s 32inch plasma TV.
Finally, our Best Gear and Buyer’s Guide
sections are jam-packed with more than
1,000 product reviews and previews.

PLUS..

Find out all about Regional Coding in Part
One of our DVD importing feature. And
check out the latest DVD reviews, including
PearlHarbor, Apocalypse Now Redux, Jurassic
Park Ill, Bridget Jones’s Diary and Shrek.

THE ESSENTIAL GUIOE TO HOME CINEMA AND DVD

HomeEntertainment
DON'T MISS THIS ISSUE, ON SALE 27.12.01

www.home-entertainment.co.uk



CONCLUSIDNS RICHARD BLACK UNRAVELS THE COILS...

his group covered a fairly broad
price range but performance
varied less than it might have;
there were no utterly bizarre
- cables at any rate. A couple
disappointed, not least in comparison
with past contenders by the same
manufacturers, but mostly what marks
out the models that failed to make the
grade is that they don’t offer any more
than at least one cheaper competitor.
Manufacturers never thank me for
saying this, but it remains true that the
best hi-fi is only that which does the least
damage to the music. So what sort of
damage to cables do? Going on this group
and past experience, muddying detail
and drying out acoustics are the most
serious offences. Tonal aberrations are
usually less worrying and with time can
be ignored, but if a system is smudging

the sound you won’t stand it for long.

That said, when a really excellent cable
comes along it does feel as if it is lifting
the performance of the whole ensemble.
That's true of the van den Hul The Bay C5,
which on repeated listening seemed
consistently head and shoulders above
not only the others here but also my long-
term reference - a Furukawa model
which despite its age will happily take on
most comers and has provided a handy
yardstick over the years.

Since the vdH cable is far from the most
expensive, should other manufacturers
simply give up? Decidedly not: other
models may offer a slightly different view
of things but it might suit your tastes,

your equipment or your music better.
Take the Monster IL-400, for instance: the
vdH may be more civilised but the
Monster is more likely to reach out and
grab your attention, even to make you
smile. Sonic Link’s SG Voices may prove
just the thing with its fabulous deep bass.
The Ecosse Reference Diva has a broadly
similar outlook to the vdH but a slightly
gentler, more laid-back presentation that
will suit some listeners better. The
Acoustic Research cable is a perfectly
competentalternative, while the Prowire
offers great value for money. And if you
can’t stretch to that, the Profigold shows
that a tight budget need not scupper your
plans for a decent system!

FEELS AS IF IT IS LIFTING THE WHOLE ENSEMBLE.”

CABLES AT A GLANCE

-

RECOMMENDED _ RECOMMENDED ’
HI-FICHOICE N
Ilﬂ;ﬂ j )
- &, AC”
SR f\ N
MAKE ACOUSTIC RESEARCH | CABLE TALK CHORD ECOSSE REFERENCE IX0s KIMBER
MODEL MASTER SERIES M230 PROFESSIONAL 3 SILVER SIREN DIVA GAMMA 1001 CRYSTAL CU
PRICE £69.99 ‘ £74.95 } £74.99 £99.99 ‘ £69.95 £115.00
SOUND X[ x] %] *] | E3E3E3E L3 E3E9ES
VALUE K | B EIEIEIE EE3ES K363
CONCLUSIONS Decent performance all Plenty of bass, but suffers 1 Dry and undynamic, Very good performance in ? Nice and dy ic, and ‘ Disapp beside
round and good rather from congestion. |  though tonal balance is all areas, with particularly bass is good, but treble | other Kimber products:
interference rejection. | good. fine, tuneful, bass. | disappoints and it can | great bass, but suffers
| | become rough. from dryness.
GUARANTEE LIFE LIFE 10 YEARS 10 YEARS LIFE LIFE
BESY BUY uto--nﬁ RECOMMENDED m
HI-FICHDICE FHCHU
o >
P’ w4 i SO
2 2 7 Al P
- v g y
MAKE MONSTER NEOTECH PROFIGOLD PROWIRE SONIC LINK VAN DEN HUL
MODEL INTERLINK IL-400 NA11085 PGA4201 SHQ SG VOICES THE BAY C5
PRICE £69.95 £99.95 £14.99 i £29.99 £95.00 £45.00
SOUND P PATATx ] EEIEE 33 E3 3 6
VALUE k] [ [ [ #] [ ] 4] I3 B3 EIEIEIEIES
CONCLUSIONS Really lively and | Balance is okay, but detail No pretensions, but sound [ Good performance all Bass reach is splendid, Terrific detail, good
enjoyable sound. | could and should be better. | is perfectly listenable with round with just a hint of though there’s some balance - a great cable.
| | fair detail and extension. bass congestion - very } coloration: scores highly |
good value. | for emotional impact. |
i | ’
GUARANTEE LIFE LIFE NONE | 1YEAR LIFE 10 YEARS
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sevenoaks
sound & VIsIion

=ale
starts

15" December

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision sale incorporates a wide
range of leading products.

With more than forty outlets nationwide, the experienced
staff are able to give expert advice when choosing hi-fi
components, home cinema systems, and the very latest
technologies - like recordable DVD and widescreen plasma.

The following pages show a selection of the numerous
sale offers that can be found in-store, and with the added
peace of mind of Sevenoaks competitive pricing policy,
and the ability to spread the cost of buying with 0% finance
option, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision are the perfect choice.

Hi-Fi Components
and Systems

Pages 2-5
Digital Tuners ¢ CD Players ¢ CD Recorders
Amplifiers ¢ Loudspeakers * Systems

Outlets Nationwide
Pages 6-7

Who are Sevenoaks? ¢ Sevenoaks Online ¢ Outlet Details
Christmas and New Year Opening

more cntertaining




Systems
Best Buy £1000 plus

LINN

. LINN CLASSIK -
Classik K CD Receiver

“Since the Scottish company added a tuner to the amp/CD player, mouths have gaped even wider in appreciation. The addition of colour options
panders to the public’s taste for kit to match their interior design, but it doesn't just look lovely in the lounge: the Classik sounds simply marvellous.
Boasting fine impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quite acoustic music and its smooth, liquid
presentation impresses still further. The Classik offers the performance you'd expect from hi-quality separates in one lovely package - this is a very

superior product.” %% WHAT HI-FI? | Awards 2001
Sale £899.95

DENON o seconsm come

D-M30 CD Receiver
Sale £199.95

SC-M50 Speakers
Sale £59.95

“Denon’s gorgeous D-M30 has a fine pedigree - and a record of
success. Its forebear the D-M3 kept impressing us with its balance of
good looks and great sound, winning two What Hi-Fi? Awards on the
trot. Now the latest generation takes home a Product of the Year gong
two years in a row. On its own merits, too, as this is much more than
a rehash of the D-M3. Upgraded audio circuitry, improved power
supply and the Mission-designed speakers all improve the package.
The sound is superb, well-balanced and weighty... It's a big system in
avery cute box.” 4 k4 *x WHAT HI-FI? | Awards 2001

CDR-M30 CD-RW Recorder Sale £149.95

Videologic DRX-601ES Digital Tuner

“New name, new format, new winner: the
Videologic story is as simple as that. The

£299 DRX-601E digital tuner came out of nowhere to
establish the firm as a major player in the digital tuner
market. With this upgrade, VideoLogic goes one step
further: it’s still a DRX-601E at heart, but quite apart from
the sleek silver styling and sexy blue LEDs it now has a
better, white-on-blue display, and what the company calls ‘Psycho-acoustic Compensation’ - a form of signal processing designed to make the tuner
sound less digital.

And it works: the DRX-601ES has a presentation that’s rich, clean and extremely informative. Bass is big and powerful, while the midband and
treble are well controlled. The style alone would justify the slight price rise; the sound quality makes it a Product of the Year.”
# 4 4 4+ WHAT HI-FI? | Awards 2001

Sale £329.95

Also Available: Sony STD777ES Sale £429.95

entertaining




scotland and north

Aberdeen 491 Union Street 01224 587070

aberdeen@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Edinburgh s The Grassmarket 0131 229 7267
edinburgh@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Glasgow 83 Great Western Road 0141 332 9655
glasgow@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Hull 1 Savile Row, Savile Street 01482 587171
hull@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Leeds 112 Vicar Lane 0113 245 2775
leeds@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Liverpool 16 Lord Street 0151 707 8417
liverpool@sevenoakssoundandvision.com
Manchester 69 High Street, City Centre 0161 831 7969
manchester@sevenoakssoundandvision.com
Newcastle 19 Newgate Street 0191 221 2320
newcastle@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Preston 40-41 Lune Street 01772 825777
preston@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Sheffield 635 Queens Road, Heeley 0114 255 5861

sheffield@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Bedford 29-31 St Peters Street 01234 272779
bedford@sevenoakssoundandvision.com
Cambridge 17 Burleigh Street 01223 304770
cambridge@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Ipswich 12-14 Dogs Head Street 01473 286977
ipswich@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Leicester 10 Loseby Lane 0116 253 6567
leicester@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Lincoln 20-22 Corporation Street 01522 527397
lincoln@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Norwich 29/29a St Giles Street 01603 767605
norwich@sevenoakssoundandvision.com
Nottingham 597-599 Mansfield Road 0115 911 2121
nottingham@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Oxford 41 St Clements Street 01865 241773
oxford@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Peterborough 36-38 Park Road 01733 897697

peterborough@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

midlands and west

Birmingham 12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street 0121 233 2977
birmingham@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Bristol 92b White Ladies Road, Clifton 0117 974 3727
bristol@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Cardiff 104-106 Albany Road 029 2047 2899
cardiff@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Cheltenham 14 Pitville Street 01242 241171
cheltenham@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Exeter 28 Cowick Street 01392 218895
exeter@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Plymouth 107 Comnwall Street 01752 226011

plymouth@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Swansea 24 Mansel Street 01792 465777

swansea@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

london and south east

Brighton 57 Western Road, Hove 01273 733338

brighton@sevenoakssoundandvision.com
Bromley 39a East Street 020 8290 1988

bromley@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Chelsea 403 Kings Road 020 7352 9466
chelsea@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Crawley 32 The Boulevard 01293 510777
crawley@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Croydon 369-373 London Road 020 8665 1203
croydon@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Epsom 12 Upper High Street 01372 720720
epsom@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Guildford 73b North Street 01483 536666
guildford@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Holborn 144-148 Grays Inn Road 020 7837 7540
holborn@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Kingston 43 Fife Road 020 8547 0717

kingston@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Maidstone 96 Week Street 01622 686366
maidstone@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Reading 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre 0118 959 7768
reading@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Sevenoaks 109-113 London Road 01732 459555
sevenoaks@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Southampton 33 London Road 023 8033 7770
southampton@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Southgate 79-81 Chase Side 020 8886 2777
southgate@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Swiss Cottage 21 Northways Parade, Finchley Road 020 7722 9777
swisscottage@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Tunbridge Wells 28-30 St Johns Road 01892 531543
tunbridgewells@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Watford 478 St Albans Road 01923 213533
watford@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

Witham (Essex) 1 The Grove Centre 01376 501733

witham@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

christmas and new year
opening hours

Sunday 16" December

Most Outlets Open - Please confirm before travelling.
Sunday 23" December

Most Outlets Open - Please confirm before travelling.
Christmas Day

All Outlets Closed.

Boxing Day

All Outlets Closed.

Sunday 30" December

Most Outlets Open - Please confirm before travelling.
New Years Day

Most Outlets Closed - Please confirm before travelling.
Sundays in January

Most Outlets Open - Please confirm before travelling.

Check www.sevenoakssoundandvision.com for latest information.
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'YES!

I would like to subscribe to {I-FICHDICE for 13 issues
"Your subscription will start with the next available issue”

YOUR DETAILS “(BLOCK CAPITALS)"

Title Initials
Surname

Address

Postcode Country

Tel no. (inc. code)

E-mail address

CHEQUE/CREDIT CARD 13 issue rates

PAYMENT METHOD

() UK £29.97 - save £15.53
(] North America £49.99

D Cheque (£s sterling drawn on a UK bank account payable to Hi Fi Choice)

(] Mastercard [_] Visa [_] American Express

] switch Issue no./valid date

D EUrOpE (including Eire) £43.00
] Rest of the world £62.00

Gadnal | 1 [ T 1L H LD THTTTHTT]]

Expiry date DDED Tick if you don't wish to receive mail from other companies (]

Signature

Date

SEND TO: HI-FI CHOICE Subscriptions ,

UK: Future Publishing, FREEPOST BS4900, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6BR.

Overseas: Future Publishing, Cary Court, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 678, UK.

Offer ends: 31.01.02

-----———--———--——-----——----——--J

Order code:|HFCP224

AD PRODUCTION
01225442244

Production Coordinator

Matt Collison

LICENSING

International Licensing Manager
Richard Bean
richard.bean@futurenet.co.uk
MARKETING

01225442244

Group Marketing Manager
Donna Hollund

DISTRIBUTION

Circulation Manager

Rob Brock
rob.brock@futurenet.co.uk
01225442244

Distributed by Seymour Distribution,
86 Newman St, London, W1P 3LD
020 7907 6000

MANAGEMENT

Creative Director

Paul Kurzeja

Group Publisher

Andy Sutcliffe

Publishing Director

Robert Price

NEW PRODUCT INFORMATION

We welcome information on all new and upgraded
products — please send all press releases to the
Editor. The magazine is obliged neither to review nor
return unsolicited products, and does not accept
responsibility for unsolicited copy.

Pre-Press Bureau: Westside, London W1

Printing: St ives (Plymouth) Ltd.

Media with passion

Hi-Fi Choice is published 13 imes a year by Future Publishing Ltd,
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 28W

All material © Future 2001/2002. All ights reserved.

This publication may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form in
whole or in part without the written permission of the publishers. While
everycarehas been taken in the preparation of this journal, the pub
lshers cannot beheld responsibie for the accuracy of the information
contained herein, nor forany consequence arising

Overseas licensing department

Hi-Fi Choice is avaible for licensed publication overseas. For further
detais contact Chiis Power, on +44 1225 44 2244, by fax +44 1225
73 2384; or by e-mail at chris power@luturenet co.uk

Hi-Fi Choice is the UK hi-fi magazine representative of
the European Imaging & Sound Association (EISA)
Every year EISA honours the finest hi-fi and home cin-
ema products throughout Europe.

Future Publishing is partof The Future Network plc.

he Future Network produces carefulltargeted
specialist magazines and websites for groups of people
who share a passion. Weaim to satisy thei passion by
rating tites that offer superb value for money, rust-
worthy information, multple ways to save time and
money, and are a pleasureto read or visit. Today we
publishmore than 90 magazines and over 30 maga:
2ine websites and networks from oftices infive coun-
tres. The company also fienses 39 of itsttles resulting
in over 15 0 local editions in 30 othercountiies.

The Future Network plc s a public company quoted on
the London Stock Exchange (symbol: FNET).
Non-executive Chairman: Roger Parry
Chief Executive: Greg Ingham
Chief Operating Officer & Managing Director,
UK: ColinMortison
Group Finance Director: John Bowman
Tel: +44 1225 442244
www.thefuturenetwork.plc.uk
8ath « London « Milan « New York o Paris
« San Francisco « Wroclaw

Why subscribe?

¢ YOU get every issue delivered
to your door FREE. (uk only)

¢ YOU save money - over 30%
on the cover price.

& YOU will never miss an issue
of your favourite magazine.

How to subscribe

g
y

<" Complete and return the form

on this page.

Call our credit card hotline on:

0870 444 8475
overseas readers call: +44 870 444 8475

Subscribe online:
www.futurenet.com/promotion/pg224/89



Exclusive Subscription Offer

Get 4 issues free
When you subscribe

to 13 issues for £29.97

*UK subscription price is
equivalent to 4 issues free

ALL 0870 444 8475 NOW!

website: www.futurenet.com/promotion/pg224/89




Dealer Guide

BIRMINGHAM

reet, (Sharing A Car Park) Bloxwich, Walsall

T T E AUDIO SPFPECIALL IS TS

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audioquest, Audio Research,
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, DPA, Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Kenwood, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian,
Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel,
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Thorens and Yamaha.

A wide range of classical CD’s is available at our Birmingham branch.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. late night (not Stourbridge) Thursday till 7.00

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, BRANCH NOWOPEN
P BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL. WEST MIDLANDS B92 6.L West Midlands DY 1AB Qe
VISA+ MASTERCARD » SWITCH + AMEX » DINERs  TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3208 TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248 Tel: 01384 444184 Fax: 01384 444968 Tel: 0121 354 2311 Fax; 0121 354 1933
BERKSHIRE BRISTOL SOMERSET
= S
V' audio SOUTHWEST ANALOGUE
| l ase s | Hi-Fi Consultants SME - NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE - MICHELL
Home demonstrations and honest advice a speciality, TUBEG‘?ERCRP{‘:C?L-OPGRYOéi%I;t_V(:EIOC?:ayer
Independent Audio Visual Specialists for i AUT%WA [‘iﬁ%ﬂ'&;ﬁ}f}‘f? eAqluilthlp)eng [{{\?IRI oN R e T Re Tl e ol
over 16 years ELECTROCOMPANIET, HEYBROOK, RUARK, SHEARNE VOODOO Isolation Platforms/Speakers
Demo Room Available OPERA, ORACLE, MICHELL, MARK LEVINSON cte. | | Equipment Stands and T/Table lift off Perspex Covers
Brands include: Home cinema on demonstration using: Record Cleaning Service - Secondhand equipment
* ARCAM « » ATACAMA * B & W » CASTLE * SONY, NAKAMICHI, HARMAN-KARDON, DAVIS, 01643 851351
¢ DENON ¢ (DENON GOLD) * KEF ¢ SIM2, STEWART SCREENS, JAMBO, TRIANGLE ctc e e s YL
o LOEWE » MARANTZ ¢ MISSION ¢ o e SHeTee)

MUSICAL FIDELITY * NAD  NAKAMICHI Please ring for an appointment
PIONEER * REL * ROTEL * SONY © 36 Druid llllnglto:;fll;n;l;(ép(.)(::)rslstol BS‘)&
+TALK ELECTRONICS » TANNOY * e bl 7w
¢ TEAC « YAMAHA
Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street,
Slough, Berkshire SL1 1LE

Tel: (01753) 531785 NORFOLK

SCOTLAND

Loud

SUFFOLK :
The Old School ‘i @ ‘Clear
Slzlmul K(\mltl " HI-FI & HOME CINEMA
racon Ash
i s Norfolk NR14 811G
v
i

Tel: (01508) 570829

Baswally Sound of Norfolk

STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI

freedom of choice

- « and athers, 520 ST. VINCENT STREET FINNIESTON GLASGOW 0141 221 0221
26 HAMILTON PLACE STOCKBRIDGE EDINBURGH 0131 226 6500
0% FINANCE AVAILABLE www._loud-clear.co.uk

SALES & SERVICES

a simple way to advertise for free your hifi on the internet

Wivive

for

ol

an easy way to find hifi, buy accessories and find answers
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EAST SUSSEX

ADAMS & JARRETT
eene. 0800 146569

MARANTZ « TACT

CABLETALK « ROTEL

TALK ELECTRONICS
NAD » TANNOY

DYNAUDIO
LONDON WEST SUSSEX
e uEEE CHOICE HI-FI § WORTHING AUDIO
AUDIO/VISUAL
HIFI RE{I"AILER S Il 20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex BN11 1UA
Acoustic Energy, Advantage, Alon, ATC, Audible lllusions, Audio Physics, Boulder, b4 °
L D Bryston, C.AT, Cary, Chord, Clear Audio, Denon, DNM, Dynavector, Egglaston Tel: (01903) 212133
2 Works, Graham, Helios, Meracus, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Nordost, Oracle analogue Sy .
. & }S:El(?)\](/III\éCATIQEI};SEOA\I and digital, PM.C., Plinius, Quadraspire, Rockp(‘)rl‘ Shahinian, SME, Tara Labs, Target, T’Wfl‘lt’/l(”_\’ X/I()[) with the best sound
¥ Teac, Totem, Transfiguration, Trichord, Trilogy, Van den Hul, VPI, Wilson Benesch, systems in the South.
Zingali. Players now available from Sony, Panasonic, Pioneer and many more Friendly advice * 3 VI guarantees * easy parking
® Best prices paid for top quality equipment = . e
O R A N G E S © Generous part exchange Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm
*® Show room/demo room Agencies include: Dynaudio, Exposure, Marantz,
® [ong term trade-in policy, to allow continual upgrading Ol'('//(‘, O/'igin Li\‘(’, R(’,\‘I(’/\', Rll(l]'/\'. Al((]i()
 All credit cards inc. Amex Technica, Talk Electronics, Target, TDL. Tripod,
O 2 O 7 9 2 4 2 O 4 0 ®© Mail order ®© Export service Sphinx 5 i, 3
Sphinx Laboratories and many nmore.
® Finance arranged subject to status -
61 /63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll © Widest range available
O th kl . © In-depth experience on high-end used equipment LE | CESTER
ur seventn sparkliing ear © Unbiased advice
n = . 4
0% Credit Finance available ” ngzge Z’uﬁffﬁf?ﬁ’ fou:hcompme"ssd gopase cfsates o z uutb guh ln lth
ARCAM. B&W. CABLETALK. CASTLE. CHORD CO. Ce hq_(e tel 020 8392 1959 & 020 8392 1963
DENON. EPOS. JAMO. KEFE. I}/IARANTZ. LINN. e T ey HIF' TO SUIT ANY TASTE
NAD. NAIM. NEAT. PMC. REGA. ROTEL. RUARK.
SOUNDSTYLE. STANDS UNIQUE. YAMAHA. Qt;[:y*l\ a\ <€ ﬁ;v:g‘w Advantage, Aloia, Apollo, Argento,
Visit www.orangesandlemonshifi.com / Yyt Audloquest, Balanced Audio Technology,
27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 T 020 8567 8703 Boulder, Burmester, Cabass, Clearaudio,
LONDON AAVIK. APOLLO, ASH DESIGN, AUDIO ANALOGUE, BANG & OLUFSEN, BOSE, BOSTON, B&W, CABLE TALK, Creek, Croft, Eccosse, Epos, HNE,
CHORD COMPANY, COSMIC, DENON, ELAC, EPOS, HARMON KARDON, JBL, KEF, MARANTZ
MISSION, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAKAMICHI, NORDOST, ONKYO, OPERA. ORELLE, PRIMARE, QUAD, REL, Howand' Kham‘a' Llnn Class‘c' Lw‘x'
ROKSAN, ROTEL, RUARK. SONICLINK, SOUND STYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, STRAIGHTWIRE, SUPRA, Lumley Loudspeakers, Magnat, Medowlark
m O)Brien Hi'Fi ﬁ TAG MCLAREN, TALK ELECTRONICS, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL Loudspeakers’ Musl“l ﬂde"ty. Nad' Pass
Two demonstration rooms.
ARCAM + AUDIO NOTE + AUDIO RESEARCH + AUDIO Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday labs, Pm}eﬂn RedRose, Roksan, SAT,
é&%}’é@“ EE%'SE“JAS.‘%“EK‘LLJ hﬁé‘f%‘ii SE%E%L Sgnki’ UNK_-H?CTU:_ '15\!81?"'8 SOUM.S:Y"O.
T NAD S NAIM ~ONKY e ugaen ule angle, U
e Bl b CAMBRIDGE B, Jionon e
CABLES - UNISON RESEARCH + VIENNA « WILSON
The Oid Coach House, Off South Street,
T =" R e, Ashby DE-LA-Zouch, Leicestershire, LES 1AN
oo oG comaw e STE M 3 minutes from junction 13 A/M42
Clearance / Secend Hand / Ex ?um Equipment « Daml!.m request CAI I Fm A mwm
0% Instant delance Available
ritten details on request
SPECAUSTS N SOUND 01530 414128
Personal Export + Mail Order « nstallation Service + Repaw facilives . 0
z aik R ark BR « i £ g
MARTIN LOGAN 5 mins ::ﬂ“z‘?ﬂlvﬁ::‘:::ﬁzszoxmz? ;';:lz.l‘:;lgam 10 PlL’ﬂSC' re'fer tU dealer derCtory for furt’,er de{alls R Radl tt A d. ._
80 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 0TW 18/30 Burleieh Street Cambridee CB1 1DG e u lO
Tel: (020) 8946 1528 Fax: (020) 8946 0331 . G o~ i LS 1Y
Email: obrienhi-fi@iname.com Phone: 01223 461518 Fax: 01223 576743 THE HlGH END SPEC[AUST SINCE 1978
SCOTLAND

ATC. Audio Analogue. arde. Bow. Bryston
Copland. EAR. Lyra. Mark Levinson. Naim Audio.

. . . Notts Analogue. PMC. ProAc. Proceed. Rega. Roksan,
H1 -fl at 1ts best Ruark. Sonus Faber. Spendor. Stax. Sumiko.
Oun ] B&W, Arcam, Mission, Marantz, Musical Fidelity Teac. Wadia and lots more

. . 9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. AL1 1EU
Sales, Service and Installation Tel: 01727 855577 - Fax: 01727 858727

o — Open Mon - Thurs 10-7
ol / y;j{f vre Fri 10-6 Sat 9-5 IRELAND
— — -
26 St Andrews Street, Dundee . . . .
o Brow Tel: 01382 226592 Hearing is Believing

To advertise here
p I ea se Cco “t a ct 30 years of Excellence

55 Main Street, Blackrock, Dublin.
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477

Where Music Matters Fax: 01382 229994 cln“EY
Al

B e =a o - www.cloneyaudio.com
0 2 o 7 3 1 7 o 2 5 9 Email: info@cloneyaudio.com

Open: Tues - Sat 10am to 6pm. Thurs - Fri 10am to 7pm.




Dealer Guide

WHAT'S ON THE WEB!

A~ wwwaudioatmosphere.com )~ —~( wwhivayhiicon )~ A wwwiifunkies.couk )~

= =) =

.co.uk

J

\_: , -/ \_ VAN J

. SENNHEISER HEADPHONES
/'C www.stoneaudio.co.uk }\ SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
e = 3

THEY ARE ALL IN OUR ON-LINE CATALOGUE

g OF QUALITY HEADPHONES, AUDIO LEADS,
VIDEO LEADS, SPEAKERS, STANDS, SERVICE

AIDS, BEYERDYNAMIC HEADPHONE SPARES,

, = | a ‘ " E PARTS, AND MUCH MORE-VISIT US TODAY AT
I — a ®— B | www.strachan-direct.co.uk
= 2 = ‘ W | STRACHAN ELECTRONICS
e N - 9 CROALL PLACE, EDINBURGH, EH7 4LT
\ ) \ G, RS . . J Tel: 0131 556 9549 E-mail: sales@strachan-direct..co.uk

www.HiFBitZ.co.u

the award winners are just a click away

OS] Spcpn A F

Olsons new Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional i
hi-fi audio markets.

Each unit is fitted with a 10A mains R.F.l. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.

* Robust steel construction ——*'v—‘}
* 13A Sockets S
* 10A Panel Mount Fuse 446mm
* RFI 10A Mains Filter & Surge Suppressor

« External Earth Stud

*2m x 1.5mm Screened Cable

* UK Plug - 10A Fuse Fitted

* Colour Black

* Specials to order

1961-2001

F POWER BLSON HECTRINICS LIMITED Y / 24 HOUR SERVICE. VISA, MASTERCARD
Home Entertainment o O T ANMORE, MIDDX HAT 10X : AND SWITCH ACCEPTED

TEL: 020 8905 7273  FAX: 020 8952 1232

email: sales@olson.co.uk www.olson.co.uk B
b VISA )
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17,133
readers have
brought an
average of;

3 products
a resultof
advertising in
this section.
To target
this
audience
please
contact
Ben on _
020 7317
0259

(readership survey April 2000)

CHESHIRE

Doug Brady Hi-Fi

Family business est. 1960. Home trials.

Systems £500-£60,000:
CD/DVD/VINYL/AV

Kingsway North, Warrington
Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 825773
2. 3miles J21-M6. Private Parking

Map FAXED & on website
www.dougbradyhifi.com

Email:
doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com
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LEICESTER
WILMSLOW AUDIO

Phone today for your FREE catalogue or check out our Website.

WILMSLOW AUDIO

MAIL ORDER

('l ) FOR TOTAL HI FI
& AV SHOPPING

MARANTZ e TANNOY e TECHNICS o
PANASONIC ¢ PIONEER ® SONY ¢ JVC
JAMO e TOSHIBA e HITACHI  CASTLE

109 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH,
KENT DAG6 7JH
020 8298 7880

Mail Order: 01474 353000 (not available on Marantz)

SALES & SERVICE SPECIALIST

Midiand Audio X-change

New Years Sale 2002 starts the 2nd
January until the 31st January

Midland Audio X-Change Ex-Demo & Second Hand Items
CD players DACs & Transports Was Now  Sale

Audio Analogue Maestro CD Player Ex-Demo 1200 799 10% off
Audio Note CD1 S/H 695 299 10% off
Audio Note CD2/ Border Patrol PSU Fitted S/H 1699 999 10% off
Audio Note CD3 S/H 1600 749 10% off
Naim Audio CDI Integrated CD Player 96 S/H 1990 1099 10% off
Roksan DA2 DAC S/H 599 299 20% off
Roksan DS5 PSU S/H 579 325 20% off
Turntables Tonearms & Cartridges
Audio Note 10 (Kondo built)S/H 2499 799 20% off
Audio Note AN-S3 Transformer S/H 1300 599 10% off
Basis 1400/RB250 (New & Boxed) 1300 899 10% off
Benz Micro Gold MC Cartridge SIH 169 99 10% off
Decca London Gold (J.Wright modded) N/A 299 10% off
DPA 200 Phono Stage S/H 449 175 10% off
EAR MC3 Transformer (3 Months old) 625 499 10% off
Kuzma Stogi/Stabi S Turntable (New & Boxed) 1299 1099 10% off
Linn Axis Turntable S/H NIA - 249 10% off
Nottingham Analogue Tracer MM Cartridge 99 50 10% off
Pink Triangle Export/RB300/EroicaS/H NIA~ 399 10% off
Rega Planar 3 Green Turntable S/H 298 175 10% off
Roksan Shiraz Black 50 hrs Ex-Demo 995 599 20% off
Roksan DS1.5 PSU Ex-Demo 695 499 20% off
SME 20/2 Turntable S/H 3657 2499 10% off
Preamplifiers
Audio Note M1 Phono Preamplifier S/H 750 449 10% off
Audio Note M Zero S/H 449 275 10% off
Audio Note M Zero R Ex Demo 599 449 10% off
AVI 2000 Line Preamplifier S!H 850 449 10% off
Electrocompaniet EC4R Preamplifier S/H 1250 599 10% off
DPA 200 s Preamplifier SIH 499 250 10% off
Krell KAV-S Processor/Preamplifier DTS/AC3/Pro Logic S/H 14989 5999 10% off
Krell KSL-2 inc KPE phono board S/H 5989 1995 10% off
Naim Audio NAC 92/N Preamplifier SH 598 325 10% off
Roksan L1.5 Reference Line Preamplifier S/H 2250 1395 10% off
Roksan L2.5 Preamplifier S/H 1295 599 10% off
Spectral DMC10 Phono Preamplifier NIA- 995 10% off
Amplifiers
Audio Note Otto SE Phono S/H 1600 799 10% off
Conrad Johnson MV 55 Valve Power Amplifier S/H 1995 1099 10% off
Conrad Johnson Premier 11 Power Amplifier (New&Boxed) 3695 2799 10% off
Densen Beat 300 power Amplifier Ex-demo 795 599
DPA 200 s Power Amplifier SH 499 299
Golden Tube Audio SI-50 MKl Valve integrated (New&Boxed) 1100 699
Graaf Venticinque 25 Watt Integrated SH 1795 995
Naim Audio NAP 90.3 Power Amplifier S/H 487 295
Roksan Rok S$1.5 Power Amplifier SIH 1499 799
Unison Simply 4 Valve Integrated Ex-Demo 1600 999
Loudspeakers
Acoustic Energy AE1 MKII Black S/IH 899 599
Boston Acoustics VR 10 Centre Channel (New&Boxed) 250 175
Infinity Outrigger jr Outdoor Speakers (New&Boxed) 249 129
Opera Duetto Mahogany Speakers Ex-Demo 395 289
Robertson Audio DX7 Cherry Ex-Demo 995 599
Totem Mani 2 Mahogany S/H 3200 2250
Totem Tabu Mahogany Ex-Demo 2300 1599
Totem Arro MKII Cherry New& Boxed 1095 849
Totem Model One Signatures Cherry Ex-Demo 1695 1199
VelodyneTX810MK2 Subwoofer S/H 695 349
Cables & Accessories
Black Diamond Racing “The Pits" (New&Boxed) 180 99
Bow Technologies Wand Remote S/H 349 199
G- Flex isolators (New & Boxed) 199 75
Goertz AG-2 2x10ft silver speaker cable S/H 1643 799
Golden Sounds Ceramic Cones (New & Boxed) 85 49
Naim Audio2x5m Speaker cables white S/H NA 45
Roksan HAO1 1M Interconnect S/H 99 49
Sound Style 4 Tier in Green S/H 325 159
Transparent Music link Ultra Balanced 1m S/H 1499 995
Transparent Music Link Balanced 1m S/H 349 199
XLO 2X7m Type 0.6 Speaker Cables Shotguned S/H 750 399
VanDenHul Thunderline 1.0m RCA Interconnect S/H 99 49
Tuners & Tape Decks
Audiolab 8000T Tuner S/H 1200 599
Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote Switcher

for FT101A/Etude (New) 450 299
Clearance Items Under £100
Leak Stereo Troughline MK3 Tuner S/H NA 99
Thorens TD125 Turntable S/H NA 99

Midland Audio X-change are looking for Audio Research, Krell , Mark Levinson
Naim Audio, Theta, Wadia, cash paid call John Roberts on 01562 822236 now!

i Spectral Reference  DMC 30 SL

Midland Audio X-change is looking for good used
British & American Hi-fi

www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

call John Roberts Tel / Fax 01562 822236
181 Franche Rd ¢ Kidderminster « Worcs « DY 11 5AD

e-mail sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
Mobile 07721 605966

Front End Problems?
contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a best - histen to my Koetsu - and -

~ eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Michell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.
Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

P £600

Mr. Andrew Everard in Gramophone Magazine
“delivers a sound that's both smooth and refined
.. allied to a good degree of clarity and finesse”
Hi-Fi Choice “it’s a “classic valve sound’... warm and
cuddly...vocals are generally lifelike and involving”
FREE colour literature. £600 with free delivery
Phone 01634 373410 anytime. | month home trial
www.affordablevalvecompany.com 40 watts

ACCESSORIES

Does your rack sing along?

Create a quiet space with cd-str5
“I'do like the cd-str5
feet. “Bass stays firm
and nimble while the
midband gains warmth
and fluidity.”

Jimmy Hughes writing
in Hi-Fi Choice, issue
210, January 2001
Damping resonance for better sound.
www. hi-fi-accessories.com

cd-str5, liked by Jimmy Hughes & highly rated by
Stereo and Audio, Germany'’s leading HiFi magazines.
£59 set of four isolating feet. No-risk money-back guar-
antee.

Information and orders.
cd-str5, 1 Mortimer Cottages, Leominster, Hfds. HR6 9TG
Tel: 01 568 708 739 cd-str5@talk21.com

IV

rowglittergiviaster

\g ,.,.l«

DV

sound stage and musicality of
your CD/DVD player whilst
removing digital irritations

such as tonal glare and hardness. &

Audiocom
01646 68560

audiocom-uk.com

MAIL ORDER

IAN HARRISON HIFI KRS

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE
AND SAVE UP TO 60% OFF A NEW ONE

PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SALE PRICES
MICHELL, ROKSAN, CLEARAUDIO, AUDIO NOTE, DENON,
TRANSFIGURATION, KOETSU, SUMIKO, ORTOFON, SOUTHER,
GRAHAM, VAN DEN HUL, E.A.R/YOSHINO, CONVERGENT AUDIO
TECHNOLOGY, HARBETH, NORDOST, TEAC, SONY, SENNHEISER,
GRADO, RESON, GOLDRING, QED, SONIC LINK, ARGENTO AUDIO,
DECCA, MOTH, CREEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, APOLLO, SOUNDSTYLE
All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. No ex-dem or|
ex-display equipment. No grey imports. Delivery is free (U.K. only)
Goods are not supplied on approval. Sorry, no general catalogue.

Please phone or write for specific details

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM;

7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. U.K.
TEL: 01283 702875 9AM-9PM INCLUDING SUNDAYS
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YORKSHIRE

UP TO... 3 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT* from...

ickers Hi-Fi

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists
D Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000

P Widest choice in the area » Independent advice

» Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners

» Over 30yrs experience P Qualified staff

» Comfortable dem rooms P Superb showrooms

» Main road location P Major car parks nearby

P Insurance estimates P Service Dept.

4 Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
4 Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) - subject to status
D Delivery & installation

P Part Exchange

P Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.

P Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York YO31 7EQ
Tel: 01904 629659

Primare
Pro-Ac

Project

REL

SME .
Sonus-Faber
Stax ¢
TAG MclLaren }
Tannoy

TEAC
Thorens
Yamaha

sonnos SR | ml:sfs in high fidelity sound reproduction - since 1967

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

CHESHIRE

AAUDIO-VISUAILIL L CENTRES
WARRINGTONGCC"D——)

WIDESCREEN HI-FI SEPARATES
DVD, VIDEO {ll 2= CHESTER MINI-DISC SYSTEMS

AC-3 SOUND WARRINGTON STORE 01925 636215 pDOLBY PRO-LOGIC
CHESTER STORE 01244 320414
OPEN SUNDAYS 12am-3pm

Email: wav@freenetname.co.uk

SURREY LINCOLNSHIRE

Lend us your ears and
we'll blow your mind .

I Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon,
u Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,

Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel,
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics,
Yamaha and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire’s
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

the finest blend of hifi, home cinema, excellent

=—HI'FI LTD.

SATELLITE SALES
service and unbeatable prices on the net 2.4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391




PRE-OWNED HI-FI

READER CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISE IN HI-FI CHOICE FOR £5% 1 aderise

on this page, write your advert in block capitals and send it to: Reader Classifieds,

Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker St, London, W1U 6FP. Include a cheque for £5* made payable to
Future Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear in one issue only, must be no more than

20 words (or five lines) long, and must include your phone number. Please ensure your ad
is clear and legible (if possible, typed) and give your name, address (if these aren’t included

Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only. All Reader Classified adverts
will be printed on a first-come-first-served basis, subject to available space, and Future
Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein,
nor any consequence arising from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the
right to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor’s discretion and cannot guarantee that an
advert will appear in any specific issue.

*This service is FREE to subscribers, provided that their subscriber number is enclosed.

in your advert) and daytime phone number in case we need to check anything.

MISSION 760 SE £75, Partington A4
stands £65, Chord Flatline Bi-wire 2x5
mtr £90, blues and R'nB CDs from £4.
All mint, boxed. Call 01278 782622
(Somerset).

PIONEER PL120, £ 140. Technics
120DD SME Mk3 arm, £180. Power
amp Creek A42, £70.01606 784 767.
TOWNSHEND ISOLDA Speaker cable,
2x5m lengths (£600) £275. Call 07956
818670.

CASTLE HARLECH S2 loudspeakers.
Yew finish, two months old. Immaculate
£350. Call 01132 402043 or 07784
310088.

ONKYO T9090 Il TUNER in pristine
condition. Excellent facilities inc remote,
twin aerial input. A real heavyweight,
cost £590 will take £280. Call 01273
478172.

NAIM NAIT 3 amp, Micromega Stage 5
CD, Yamaha KX560 cassette (hardly
used), Epos ES 14 spks/dedicated
stands, Sound Organisation stand and
Audioquest Ruby/Topaz int. Offers. Call
020 8319 4629.

ELAC CL102 MKII floorstanders
mint/boxed. 30 mins used, £400 (cost

£600). Call Jack 02920 850646, eves
7pm (Cardiff).

AUDIOLAB 8000A AMPLIFIER, four
years old, £200. Chord Odyssey 2 install
speaker wire and banana plugs, five
metre pair, £50. Can arrange delivery.
Call Adrian 0118 957 5736/958 5463
LINN LINGO POWER SUPPLY, £400.
Pair of Heybrook HB2 speakers £90. Call
Gary 01242 236981.

LEAK TROUGHLINE VALVE TUNER,
serviced and made ready for use with
Studio 12 outboard stereo decoder,
£175inc. d/w instructions. Delighted or
refund. Call 01202 481386.

NAIM SBLS (cherry). New £2,540,
yours for £1,500. Call 07949 509871
(Hampshire) any time.

DALI ROYAL MENUET Il compact, real
wood veneer beauties with surprising
capabilities, cost £450 will sell for £280,
mint condition. Call 01273 478172.
COPLAND CSA14 AMP, £500.
Copland CD267 CD player, £600. Both
amp and player in excellent condition.
Call 07779 714580.

MUSICAL FIDELITY A300 AMPLIFIER
— mint, £900 ono. Dynaudio Contour

Rega?lanek-f.i ‘

1.3 MKl Birdseye Maple —mint, £850
ono. Yamamura M4000 speaker cables
(3m) —vgc, £500 ono. Call 020 8543
5531 or email chris@marubeni.co.uk.
REGA PLANET 2000 (new model) CD
player, boxed, as new, £370 ono.
Musical Fidelity E100 integrated amp,
boxed £100. Nakamichi cassette deck
DR3, £100 and BX2 £100. Kenwood
CDP7090 CD layer boxed, £100. Call
01273 305176 (Brighton).

CYRUS Il AMPLIFIER, £250. Excellent
condition, as new, in original box. Call
01455 633350.

AVI BIGGATRON SPEAKERS, good

BUYING TIPS

condition, £360. Matching Target
stands, £90. Both items £375. Call
01242 517669 (Cheltenham)

LINN IKEMI CD, little use, £1,450. No
offers, no timewasters. Also Quad
34/306, serviced, £350 ono. Audiolab
tuner 8000T tuner, £350. All items mint,
boxed, one owner. Call 01482 842740.
AUDIOLAB 8000C preamp, £300.
Rotel RC-971 preamp, £125. Rotel RQ-
970BX Phono EQ MM/MC, £125. All
late models in mint condition, boxed.
Call 020 8405 4599.

MARANTZ CD-63SE mint, with
manuals & box. Award-winning CD
player £100 only. Call 07899 808918.
RECORDS AND CDS for sale, plus mint
back issues of Record Collector. Call
020 8466 9736 (Kent) for lists.
KIMBER SELECT CABLE, audiophile
reference grade, 2x 4ft lengths (1,400+)

£750. Comes with own briefcase,

beautifully engineered, call 07753
625783 after 7pm

TECHNICS SUAS00 MK2 AMPLIFIER,
£125. QED MB45 headphone amp with
PSU, £35. 2x5m Chord Flatline Bi-Wire,
£100. All mint. Call 01278 782622.

Q KEF KUBE including A/C power
adaptor for KEF 104/2 speakers. Call
Alan at 02892 663100 after 6pm.

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet
than a brand-new product engineered down to a price. Do some research on
which brands and products have a good service back-up, so if something
does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a second-

hand hi-fi dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty. So it's up to you to
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. Products such as speakers
should be less prone to breakdown than amplifiers, and amps should be
more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble-

some — have a proper dem, and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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THE HI-FI CHOICE DIRECTORY ROUNDS UP OVER 1,000
PRODUCTS REVIEWED IN PAST ISSUES. HERE YOU'LL FIND
OUR OPINIONS ON THE BEST HI-FI COMPONENTS, ALONG

WITH GUIDANCE ON HOW TO ASSEMBLE THEM INTO

FIRST-CLASS HI-FI SYSTEMS.

THE ART OF
SYSTEM BUILDING

HOW DO YOU GO ABOUT BRINGING TOGETHER AN
IMPRESSIVE HI-FI SYSTEM? IT GOES A LITTLE LIKETHIS...

hen it comes to putting together a great separates
system, identifying decent individual components
is fundamental, but it isn't the whole story. There
is the business of system synergy to consider,
which put simply means how well your components
gel as a whole. The degree to which this can affect the end result
tends to increase with price, thus budget components are relatively
immune (a competitively priced Best Buy disc player, amp and
loudspeaker pairing of almost any hue will combine to make a good
system). When considering a purchase it's always good practice to
listen to alternatives. It's the only way you can learn what different
components sound like and find out which ones appeal to you.

So once you have shortlisted some components, the next step is to
track down a knowledgeable dealer to take you through the options
available. As well as getting the basic hardware right there is the
question of which cables to use; should you stick with what comes
in the box or pay extra for interconnects and speakers leads? We
firmly believe that cables make a worthwhile difference, but if you
are sceptical, any dealer should be able to demonstrate this for you.

And don’t skimp on supports. The temptation is to use any old
shelf or sideboard for system and speakers, but it's worth the outlay
for speaker stands and proper system support.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

WIRING UP A SYSTEM IS REALLY QUITE STRAIGHT-
FORWARD IF YOU FOLLOW A FEW BASIC GUIDELINES.

W When bi-wiring (see glossary) with speaker cable you will
sometimes need to connect two plugs to one socket on the amp. If
the amp has a binding post connection you can usually put one plug
through the hole that goes across the post and one in the end. If this
is not possible you may need to use spade connectors or have both
pairs of cables soldered into single plugs at the amp end.

M If a cable has an indication of directionality, ie if there are arrows
on the casing, use these with regard to the way the signal travels. If
there are no arrows you can try it both ways and see if you hear a
difference or just route the signal in the direction of the writing on
the cable jacket.

M In multichannel AV systems you may have the option of routing
video signals via the amp, or bypassing it. The former option gives
easiest functionality if you use several sources, but by bypassing you
are removing a switch and connection which should improve quality.
B Try to avoid laying mains cables across or beside signal cables as
the field they produce can have a negative effect.

M Try to keep all cable runs as short as possible (unless you use
Naim, in which case refer to manufacturer’s recommendations).

AWARD TAGS
Whenever HFC reviews a
group of like components
we have the opportunity to
give the best products a
Best Buy or Recommended
award. Best Buys are
considered to offer an
excellent standard of
performance at an attractive
price. Recommended
products are first-class
components losing out to
Best Buy status only
because of a higher price or
less competitive overall
sound quality.

A third award, the Editor’s
Choice, is reserved for those
products reviewed solo,
such as you see in the
First Impressions or
High Performance sections.
An EC is awarded where the
Editor is convinced that a
product offers exceptional
quality for the price.




OF TESTED
PRODUCTS

AMPLIFIERS
INTEGRATED
PRE/POWER
PHONO STAGES
MULTICHANNEL

CABLES

ANALOGUE INT.
DIGITAL INT.
LOUDSPEAKER CABLES
MAINS CABLES

& CONDITIONERS

CASSETTE DECKS

DISC PLAYERS
ONE-BOX CD PLAYERS
CD TRANSPORTS
DACS

DVD PLAYERS

MINIDISC RECORDERS
CD RECORDERS

HEADPHONES

LOUDSPEAKERS
STEREO
SUBWOOFERS
MULTICHANNEL
CENTRE CHANNEL

PERSONAL STEREOS
INTERNET AUDIO

RECORD PLAYERS
TURNTABLES
CARTRIDGES
TONEARMS

STANDS & SUPPORTS
EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
SPEAKER STANDS

TUNERS
ANALOGUE TUNERS
DIGITAL TUNERS

104
105
106
106

106
106
108

108
109
109
112

112
112

113
113
113
114
117
117
117
118
118
118

119
120

120
120

121
121

GLOSSARY

S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO: Six discrete
channels, typically front left and right,
centre, surround left and right, and LFE
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer
BALANCE: Most loudspeakers have a
characteristic frequency balance resulting
from emphasising parts of the audio
range and/or de-emphasising others.
BASS: The lowest three octaves of the
audio band — hence ‘low bass' refers to
the bottom octave (20-40Hz);'mid-bass’
the middle octave (40-80Hz); and ‘upper
bass’ the 80-160Hz octave

BI-AMP: (sometimes tri-amp):
Loudspeakers equipped with separate
access terminals to each drive unit can
be driven by separate (matching) power
amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE: (sometimes tri-wire):
Loudspeakers with separate access
terminals to each driver can be driven by
separate cable runs between the amp
and each driver

CD-R: Recordable CD that cannot be
erased, though discs that have not been
completely filled can have tracks added
until the disc is finalised.

CD-RW: Re-writable or re-recordable
CD, incompatible with older CD players.
CLASS A: Operation of an amplifying
stage or device in which current always
flows, as opposed to Class B, where
some of the devices are effectively
turned off some of the time. Class A
tends to give lower distortion.

CLASS AB: Most practical amps
operate in Class A for the first fraction of
awatt and Class B thereafter.
CLIPPING: An amplifier's output
waveform is ‘clipped’ if the volume is
advanced too far and no more ‘volts' are
available to sustain ever-increasing
power levels. Distortion increases
dramatically at this point.

CLOCK: Any electronic oscillator that s
used to generate a timing reference signal.
CROSSOVER: A simple electrical
network which divides the full bandwidth
signal received from the power amplifier,
apportioning appropriate parts of the
spectrum to the various drive units.
DAC OR DIGITAL-TO-ANALOGUE
CONVERTER: The stage in any digital
component at which incoming digital
data is used to reconstruct a recognisable
analogue (music) waveform.

DOLBY DIGITAL DD (AC3):A
compressed (10:1) digital audio format
that typically contains five or more
entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX
where discrete side channels are used
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL: Forerunner
to DD that 'steers’ information to the
front UR, centre and mono surround
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER: A transducer
which converts electrical energy into
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter.
DSP OR DIGITAL SIGNAL
PROCESSOR: Integrated circuit that
handles the decoding of digital audio
streams. In 5.1 processors it separates
the left from right and front from rear
while managing the various bass options.
DTS OR DIGITAL THEATRE
SOUND: Competitor to Dolby Digital
with a reduced 4:1 compression ratio
that, ostensibly, promises higher quality.
DVD-A: High-resolution variant on DVD
offering up to 192kHz bandwidth and
24-bit dynamic range, discs are
compatible with standard DVD players.
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL: Any digital
connection that uses an electrical cable
rather than optical. Includes the
balanced (‘AES/EBU’) interface.
FILTERS: Filters are intrinsic to digital
audio, both analogue and digital. These
are often very sophisticated in design,
and in total they probably have rather
more to do with the ‘personality’ of CD
player sound than most other factors.
FINALISE (CD-R):The process of
copying the Table of Contents from its
temporary area on CD-R and CD-RW to

the final position where it will be
recognised by ordinary CD players.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: The range
of frequencies, from low to high, which a
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE: With speakers, the
complex electrical load that a loudspeaker
presents to the amplifier which is driving it.
JITTER: An insidious distortion specific
to digital audio caused by the clock,
used to regulate the conversion of data
into analogue audio, being imprecise.
LINE LEVEL: Practically every modern
source component (except phono
cartridges) gives an output in the region
of 1-2V, referred to as 'line level’. It
follows that all inputs labelled 'CD’,
‘tuner’, ‘aux’ or ‘tape’ are designed for
this input level and thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION: A
method of reducing the number of data
bits (density) without corrupting the
original description of the musical signal.
LOSSY COMPRESSION: Reduction in
data density by recourse to a psycho
acoustical model that predicts what is,
and what is not, "audible’ within a
sequence of music

MIDRANGE: The middle three or so
octaves of the audio band, where the ear is
most sensitive, covering the approximate
frequency span from 160Hz up to 3kHz.
NETWORK: see Crossover.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE: A measure of
resistance to alternating current, a source
with low output impedance (say, below
100 ohms or so) helps ensure
compatibility with most amplifiers, even
when using long or unusual interconnect
cables. A high impedance, especially in
conjunction with an amplifier with a low
input impedance (some are as low as
eight kOhms, although the standard is 47
kOhms) can result in audible treble losses.
PLL OR PHASE-LOCKED LOOP: A
technique by which a clock of defined
characteristics is used to generate a new
clock at a different frequency from the
original, helping to stabilise the signal.
PRESENCE: Critical section of the
audio band at the point where midrange
and treble meet

QUANTISATION NOISE: A form of
distortion or noise resulting from errors
in the description of the musical signal
by the digital code

SACD: High-resolution music-only
format developed by Sony/Philips —
offers100kHz bandwidth without digital
filtering and its associated ills
SAMPLE RATE: The rate at which the
musical waveform is sliced up into
discrete chunks. For CD this is 44.1kHz
or once every 0.023msec. DVD will also
support 48kHz and 96kHz
SENSITIVITY: The relative loudness
that a speaker generates for a specific
voltage input. Expressed in decibels per
watt (dB/W).

THX: Standards system for home
cinema set-ups which includes amplifier
power and speaker dispersion
characteristics. THX Ultra is more
stringent than THX Select.

TOSLINK: The proprietary name given
by Toshiba to the optical fibre signal
transmission system itinvented for
consumer applications.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET: the two main
types of power semiconductor used in
solid state amplifier output stages
TREBLE: High frequencies, the top end
of the audio band, eg above 3kHz.
TWEETER: Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY: Loudspeaker
crossovers split the signal into two or
three frequency bands, a 2-way speaker
can have more than two drive units.
WATTS (PER CHANNEL): the watt is
the unit of electrical power and the WPC
rating is the maximum average
undistorted power that an amp can
deliver to a typical speaker. However,
speaker sensitivity variations can make
more difference than amplifier output.
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Affordable Valve Co. EL34 650 A real bargain on the face of it, but the sound is oh so soft, warm and old-valve. Too much of a good thing
Arcam Alpha 7R 300 Decent, if slightly system fussy amplifier that no longer pulls all the right strings
Arcam Alpha 8R 350 Workmanlike amplifier is well thought throuéh, but is now b'eginnir'vgr to show its agé.
Arcam Diva A65 380 Easy on the ear remote control amp, but not especially powerful.
[Z2] Arcam Diva A85 750 Much enhanced design topology give a more hard hiﬁing, engaging sound than previous Arcams
[5] Arcam Alpha 10 800 Although not the best sounding in its class, the Alpha 10's modular nature demands it be taken seriously
[]] Arcam FMJ A22 1,000 Powerfu , éﬁiid\ate, anrdre}pandab\e into a home cinema or multiroom amp/éumrui!er ) 7
ATC SIA2-150 1,984 An impressive sounding integrated amp with a dynamic, open and detailed sound ‘
Aria S2 1,000 | Glamorously packaged valve amp produces a real eyes closed, feet up kind of sound
[5] Audio Analogue Puccini 450 Superbly finished, the entry-level Audio Analogue perf;)r}ﬁs wa\/out of its class
Audio Ana|69|ié Puccini SE 595 Upgraded, more powerful Puccini is disappointingly sluggish and curiously lacking in musical vitality 5 { ] L ] a0
AVI 52000MI i 999 Fine, detailed amplifier with excellent timing and strong control of a wide range of loudspeaker loads | = B | B o 100
Bryston B6OR = 1,249 Great build, but the lazy bass and opaque treble bracket an articulate midband. Comes with 20 year guarantee 57 i | QV L ] 60
qur\bridgerAudio AS00RC 200 Solid value, decent build and a surfeit of watts make this an attractive proposition, but it ca}v sound slightly loose " 6 { ] 50
Canal;y'Audio CA-608 1,495 If you value the grand scheme of things and appreciate a bit of dynamic vigour this could be the amp for you 4 o P
Chord CPM 3300 5,495 | Very powerful yet compact amp with rather complex ergonomics and transparent sound. Oh, and a lovely blue glow H“S E 1 Y 220
Copland CSA 28 1,249 Elegant Scandinavian cool, abundantly qétai\ed if somewhat system dependent ) 5 L] @ : 60 189
Coplaﬁd CTA 402 1,698 A unusually flexible valve amp with an attractive and textured sound 5 ° . <5 193 -
CR Developments CR324 569 Solid and capable on paper, this is a bit of a blunt instrument when let loose on the music = ‘Sm : i - 150181
Cymbol CA1 499 Lacklustre amplifier tends to underperform with complex material. Best with straightforward compact loudspeakers - 6 40 178
Creek 4330 279 Diminutive but classy amp will drive anything, and can be specified in various configurations - 4 ® 40 192
Creek 4330SE 499 Somewhat perplexing, though always interesting, miniature audiophile amplifier, needs careful system matching 5 i ° 50 208
Creek 5350 799 Smooth, open and articulate sound and quality build, but bass is a tad heavy handed = e o & 24
Cyrus 5 500 A enjoyable amp that is assured and unflappable, although detail is unremarkable = L ] L] 45 205
Cyrus 7 4 700 Welcome return to form for the Cyrus stable: this is the best sounding audio brick around 5 ] e 19
Denon'fMA-ZSSU'K: = 140 Great beer-budget buy, with everything necessary for basic but deceﬁ! high fidelity operail})n ) : L i | WO 30208/ .
Denon PMA-355UK 230 Detailed, but rather inexpressive sound which doesnt quite live up to the claims. ' § [ O i - 50 251
Denon PMA-1500R 500 Recommended for its outrageous power, especially with problem speakers 5 . [ ] L e '® 10 i\
Densen Beat B-100 MKIl 650 High “air guitar’ factor, and can punch above its weight, but check it will complement your system 5 : : 60 175
Exposuré 2010 599 Neatly turned out amplifiér, with mainstream appeal but bland with it : 6 AV o - 50 2‘4
Electrocompaniet EC1-3 1,000 Basically good, but too many rough edges to warrant recommendation ’6 : . ° 1= '201“/
EzoAria HE 449 Quick, detailed but aggressive and sometimes coarse sounding amp. Beautifully turned out, though 5 o 40 208
GraafVenticinque 1,790 Smart and practical, but it just never seems to shine sonically ) ) ’ Su — = x5 4 1
Holfi Audis Signature 750 A ‘no-feedback’ circuit gwmg outstanding resolution, burtrsigmficam load dependency ‘wi; - . - —Em
Kenwood KAF-3010R 180 Plenty of twiddly bits yet weak on inputs, and basically good, but somewhat uneven sound quality ' 74A o [ ] L ] 0 18§ -
Kenwood KAF-3030R 250 Kenwood's best amplifier for some years has a lean bass but excellent mid and treble. - 5 : o @ { ] 50 217 -
Krell KAV-500i 5,000 More at home in background listening/home cinema applications than out-and-out audio maniac sel-ﬂps ;S . ® | 50 \92
Linn Majik 845 Slightly rough and ready power amp modules, but capable preamp that can be expanded into a multiroom ;ﬁte}n """ = 5 e e o e 2!4» -
Lundahl Mag Amp 1,735 Unusual valve/magnetic amp hybrid with relaxed balance and good timbre 5 : = 3 196 ‘
Maféné PM-6010 OSE 229 Good starter amplifier, with characteristic smooth, low key delivery : 5 . | ® ®. !'9'6>
Marantz PM7000 300 Lots of power for the price, but detail and subtlety seem to have been sacrificed 2 -6; /7 - .7' E . 115 | 205
Marantz PM6010 OSE KI Sig 400 Well-made, but somewhat ill-balanced amplifier that doesn't slot into most systems comfortably ; '.(;M e o 50 208 .
Marantz PM-17 Mk Il 999 Big, bold, but over-fruity balance — the ‘fat uncontroller’ as one put it 5 [ °® 60 214
Marantz PM-17 KI-Signature 1,300 | Full feature audiophile amp where the end results don’t quite justify the fantastic ingredients - Tﬁ ; [ ] 60 ;1i}9 ;
Mark Levinson No383 5,500 | Extemely versatile design that thinks and acts like a serious pré/power. Sounds superb : / 5« e 100 232 -
Monrio Asty 400 Engaging, but ill-disciplined, even OTT amplifier with unpredictable system compatibility ‘7 5 55 178
Musical Fidelity X-A2 500 A chip off the old block; sounds very similar to the X-A1 and XA-100R 6 & - 75 {208
Musical FideIityAEi . 849 Similar to the XA-100R internally, and a little too relaxed for some . 5 e o o -~ B 16
MVLA2 970 Curiously designed, and curious sounding ahpliﬁer with Sound Sentinel circuits to address perceived weaknesses o - = 2 100 201
Myryad T-40 400 The T-40 is a well built and sensible, but needs more dynamics and finesse o L ] ® 50 192
B Myryad MI120 600 Well styled, well built: a good, even tempered amplifier, although it can sound rather brittle L ® e s
Myryad MI 240 1,500 Big and powerful integrated amp sounds clean and neutral if a bit sho t on musical tautness and dynamic tension oPT e o 120 216
[(5] NAD €320 200 Excellent budget amp from the maker of the seminal 3020 offers better clarity and neutrality and good build N/ .6 s :
E NAD C340 270 A classic NAD amplifier copes with any speaker, delivers plenty of power, and does so with calm decorum . o
[]] NAD (350 300 A typical NAD: refined, warm tonality, adequate detail, and a strong power yield — . [ ]
[(] NAD 370 450 Flexible, ultra-high power integrated amplifier delivers a real punch, but is not without finesse. e 8
NAD 5300 1,900 | Substantial integrated with loads of power and no sho tage of finesse, slightly bass—'srtror;g ) e -
[3] Naim Nait 5 800 As always with the Nait, less is more, and the Nait 5's 30 watts seem to go a lot further with some sources = o o -
Opera Aida 795 Low power (in practice) minimalist integrated amp, but the mahogany'\'Nin'gs don't He\p itto 'fly” ' 5 e | L) -
Pathos Classic One 995 Unusual looks and even more unusual electronic design, but compromised musical potential = - - e |
Pidne:er'A—rdormww : 230 Clean, consistent, finely detailed sound, good finish and (mainly) 'good build =l e o
Pioneer A-607R 300 Lively, articulate amp with plenty of drive and a hint of brightness =1 ® 9=
Plinius 8100 1,450 | Slightly rough and ready, but plenty of balls from this stripped down antipodean. 6 o
Preecisa Acustica Sonoro 1,800 It is not often that transistor amplifiers are made to sound so palpably valve-like i o MEM = Ld
Primare A10 500 Beautifully made, smooth and easy sounding, and though not overtly detailed or dynamic, is well organised musically 6 . e = = 50
Primare A20 Mkl 799 Everything except packaging has changed in Mk Il version: but ballsier model has lost none of ts refinement 5 e
Prima}e A1 1,500 Smooth, detailed singing quality, elegant appearance, and healthy power yield i “G . L
Rea‘Ro'se Mnsic M5 8,000 Sophisticated integrated valve amp with powerful, refined sound and beautiful build '4}~
Restek Fantasyrll 1,499 | Muscular, but ultimately rather strident amplifier which needs careful system matching } 6 £
Roksan Kandy KA-1 475 Power with control, barely compromised by a small degree of dryness
Roksan Caspian 795 Mainstream Roksan line level amp works well under most circumstances .
Rotel kA;SBi MKl 189 Simple, non-remote amp majors on clarity and transparency, without sounding over-analytical } . S LA
Rotel RA-971 MKIl ' 275 \mproxr/edﬂRAQH \s'a'(hibﬂn'ff the old block: bégg of power,' but with added precision and clarity - 777777777777777777 B .
Rotel RA—97i e 400 Better in the treble than the bass, which is a little téo rorurndedrérnrd woelly o 7 G 2
Sharp SM-SX1 3,300 | Jewel like 1-bit digital amplifier with limited power reservers but offering glimpes of sonic magic s -
kshérp SM-SX100 10,000 | The world's first stable, 1-bit digital amplifier is a technological milestone that should go from strength to strength £ :nrlak o
200 Very open and clear sound, comfortable with a wide range of musical styles - .3 @
Sony TA-FB940R 300 Technically innovative amplifier fails to cut the mustard with complex material = 5 . [ J
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T+A PA-1220R 1,445 Unique presentation and feature set, but sometimes rather relentless sound quality [ [ ] 100 189
Tact Millennium Mkl 7,000 | This digital class D amplifier represents a bold declaration on the future expansion of digital audio in the home 5l 150 194
TAG McLaren 60i 500 Clean, slightly antiseptic sound from this beautifully turned out ényry level Audiolab 8000LX replacement (] 60 189
TAG McLa}eﬁ GdiRv 1,00(7)7 Looks, feels and sounds better than the Audiolab it supersedes. Smooth, open, refined but lacks body and drive [ ] L] 60 184
Talk Electronics Cyclone 1 550 Much improved build quality and silver finish, but the sound lacks physicality and can sound strained ° 65
Talk Electronics Storm 2 650 Crisp, clean, well defined sound, arguably lacking warmth, but a good midrange purchase overall N L J 50 175
Teac A-E2000 180 Has the potential to cause significant damage in the budgei Varm;')'secl'or once the wrinkles are ironed out 50 195
Technics SU-A660 Mk 3 200 Plenty of wellie for the price, but the sound can be a tad coarse and lacking in fine detail [ ] L] 37 186
Technics SU-A808 300 Intriguing amplifier, with abundant detail but dynamically rather flat [ ] L] ® 55 196
Thule 1A60B 700 Dry, edgy and glassy sounding amplifier, though the balanced input may appeal o some. B ° s 60 "2l
Token Audio K§0 350 Stainless steel finish, others available. Sound is warm and attractive, though a little uﬁdynam\( - 50 186
Tube Technology Unisis Sig 2,400 | A very attractive product which combines many classic valve attributes to good effect L] 30 202
Yamaha AX-496 240 Lacklustre, if well equipped and powerful, amplifier shows some improvements over previous amps, but not enough L . 5 | 208
Yamaha AX-596 300 Clean, agile and lean this amplifier isn't. Bold and powerful, however, it cerfam\y is. - L _ ® [ ] 100 217
YBA Intégré 1,550 Careful system matching is essential, but this is definitely one of the good guys ) L] 50 214
STEREO AMPLIFIERS — PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS
STATUS g PRODUCT n £ COMMENTS [ ] 1 ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
Amp Flux System 2 3,000 | Three-box affair with a clean, spacious sound and plenty of slam. A touch steely, but undeniably potent = L o 50 187
Alchemist Kraken APD7A/8A Il 1,098 | Unusual looks and unusual sound too, rather rough and lacking detail . iip 55 187
Arcam Alpha 9C/10P 1,000 Well specified and flexible preamp with sound only just lacking in greatness 6. ® [ ] 100 187
Arcam Alpha 9P 400 Clear, colourful and well-disciplined, the Arcam is a strong all-rounder that can compete with conviction 1 ; 60 165
ATC CA2 750 Stripped down version of ATC's range topper delivers considerable transparency and bandwidth, excellent value 50 L] 21
Audio Note M Zero/P Zero 998 Neat shoe box-size components. Able to impart music with real life and soul when partnered with P Zero power amps 5 EREN
AudioNote M2Phono/P2SE 3,198 | Wonderfully natural and inviting sound with great warmth and drama, but limited loudness capability 4 e & . 18 (3B
Audio Research L525 NT100 12,199 | This is not so much a fine valve amp, as a fine amplifier, full stop (LS25 MKIIVT100 MkIl) 6 [ L] 100 216
AVI 52000M 2,348 | This preamp/monoblock pairing does most things very well and images better than most o o 150 221
Border Patrol 300B SE 3,995 Single ended valve power amp with passion, grace and fire, and plenty of grunt to boot -1 . = 85 e
Bow Technologies Warfod/Walnis 6,490 | Heavyweight dual mono pairing with superb build and rich, refined sound 5 L] : 150 £ee
[%] Bryston BP20/3B-ST 2,850 Recommended for pretty much any demanding application 8 e o 120 |2l
Cary CAD 2A3SE 1,575 i Monoblock valve power amp. Low power but gives delightful speed, coherence and transparency : 1 - 5 1%
Chord SPM-4000 8,500 | Sound is as stylish as its appearance is bold. Probably one of the best amps you are likely to hear 1 410 202
[t4] Creek P43R/AS2SE 949 | Excellent sound, remote control operation and upgrade options from fine value preamp. ok [ ] L ] 100 187
[55] Creek PA3R/A43 1,050 | Great value and a podium performance earning a best buy 6 L] 140 212
Crimson 620C 875 Not entirely satisfactory power amp which has dynamic strengths, but underachieves when the volume is raised 1 50 181
Crimson CS610/CS630 1,250 | Good, clear sound, including a decent phono stage, but flexibility is limited. Slimline monoblocks with grunt and finesse 3 L[] o 100 187
[f5] Croft Vitali/Series 5C 2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency 3 L ] 30 216
Cyrus Power 498 Detail and midband clarity and stand-out qualities. Smooth and refined with most types of music but bass-soft - 1 - 50 183
_ Cyrus aCA7.5/Smart Power 1,250 Great for classical, jazz, and existing Cyrus owners, recommended L ] 60 212
Cyrus aCA7/aPA7 2,694 Low feedback power amp design that's a positive departure from the transistor norm, preamp is functional but not as impressive . L] L] 150 190
Cyrus aCA7.5/PSX-R/aPA7 2950 Very stylish 4-box modular system, slight forwardness delivers oodles of clarity and detail _7 o L] ® 150 216
Densen Beat B-200 1,000 | A versatile preamp with a high ’arrguwta}" factor and Densen’s characteristic styling 6 L L 191
Densen B-300 800 Expensive but highly musical. Colourful and and warm sound with strong timing and listener involvement 1 100 183
Densen Beat 200/300 1,985 | Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote L300 extra) 6 iorr | OPT 100 216
Electrocompaniet EC4.7/120DMB 3,448 | Bulky Norwegian combo has wonderful broad-band transparency, wide dynamic range and fine musical tension 0 L] 120 216
Gamut D200 2,995 Single MOSFET pair per side gives tremendous resolution and dynamics (balanced iunputs). Formerly Sirius 1 200 183
Levinson No380/No334 9,490 Preamplifier combines precision and warmth with unusual configurability, power has refinement, authority and transparency to spare 5 e I 15 195
LFD Mistral LinéstagelPower 898 Strong ergonomics, generally decent sound, but a little lacking in detail 6 60 165
Linn Kolektor/LK85 990 Beautifully tuned out machine, yet slightly bland, aimed at an all Linn system & [ ] L ] 62 212
Michell Orca/Alecto mono 3,600 Line-level design with a gorgeous remote and focused, spacious sound 5 L[] 100 187
[] Moth 30 Series Monoblocks 879 Tested with Active Preamp. Demonstrated solid balance and proved adept at delivering vital musical qualities 1 ; 100 155
Morlhriﬂ Active LS/60 Stereo 948 Excellent-sounding ultra-simple miniature preamp, power amp lacks finesse and control, however ”4‘ 60 7!6’57
Muse Model Three 1,990 | Natural sounding tranny preamp with useful audiophile features. Works beautifully with 160 power amp 5 L] j66
Musical Fidelity X-P100 800 Good long-term listening prospects; detailed and a little fruitiness (tested with X-A200 power amp) 5 o L) o
Musical Fidelity NuVista 300 3,300 Powerful smooth sound with tremendous bass extension. Capacity to fulfil the demands of the most dynamic material 1 35 | 199
Vi’lyryad MA120 450 Based on MI120 integrated — see latter for comments, but sounds significantly better when bi-amped with MI120 7 WI | 60 kIéS
Myryad MP100/MA240 1,600 Smart finish and impeccable manners, smooth, clean performance 6 ° L ] 120 212
NAD 114 270 Beer-budget preamp which sounds focused, detailed and consistent 6 e L] L] 165
NAD Silverline $100/5200 2,000 Beautifully built kit that sounds as good as it looks with Heapé of power 7 L] 200 200
Naim NAC112/NAP150 1,375 Clean, clever simplicity, plus a very well balanced sound that's much sweeter than earlier Naims 6 L] 50 213
Naim NACT12NAPISOFLATCAP2 1,850 | Adding a FLATCAP 2 brings a very worthwhile sonic upgrade to the basic NAC 112/NAP150 combo e e | @ wn 13
Naim NAC102/NAP180 2,122 More of a ‘character act’ than a neutral reproduction system, majors on excitement at the expense of subtlety 6 [ ] 60 200
_Naim NAP500 10,000 | Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim’s traditional leading edge definition i 140 208
Quad QC-twenty four/ll-forty 4,000 | A classic valve amplifier in circuitry and sound, but with modern ingredients and gbrgeous retro slyling' 75 40 213
[¥] Rega Hal/Exon 2,194 | Passive line stage dedicated to Exon monoblock power amps, bold outgoing, in-command sound 6 L] & L] 125 165
(=] _Roksan Caspian Power 595 Excels musically and in conventional hi-fi terms. A power amp for people with long-term satisfaction in mind L T 70 183
Rotel RC-971 150 | Low price is offset by rather coarse sound quality with certain types of music. (Tested with RB-971 power amp) . 5 1 ® 178
[5:] Rothwell Indus/Rubicon 1,488 | Quirky valve combo with passive pre-amp has a lovely neutrality and consistency across a wide dynamic range 6 10 216
Samuel Johnson pca100 1,800 Stylish wood and metal facia - precise, clean sound with an emphasis on leading edges 6 ° . 201 i
TAG McLaren PA20R/125M 1,500 | Clean, detailed sound but limited thrill power 6 e o s 18
V'I;alk Hurricane 2L/Tornado 2 1,249 | Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 6 65 165
Technics SU-C3000 2,997 Price includes SE-A3000. Supremely clean and even sounding combo, though it could be more musically involving s ® 188
Technics SU-C1010 300 Although the sound’s basically all there, it's arguable that a good integrated offers more, for less 6 e L 200
Thule Spirit PA100 600 More successful than matching preamp: sound is gutsy and lively, and generally clean 1 100 187
Thule Spirit PR150B/PA150B 1,600 The limitations in the sonic performance mean that the competition has more to offer 6 ; 150 2i2
Unison Research S8 2,950 Outrageous Italian styling and an equally melodramatic sound, with splendid voice projection and tension 5 VoL 24 216
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Clearaudio Symphono 740 Slightly inconsistent balance marrs the performance of this lively performer [ ] 201
[¢] Creek OBH-9 160 A neat little unit with an essentially neutral and listenable character [ ) 189
Cyrus aEQ7/PSX-R 826 Very hi-tech product which tends too much towards smoothness except at climaxes, which can be rough [ ) [ ) 189
Densen DP-Drive/DP-02 350 Quite unusual design in many ways: sound is mostly good but never quite shakes off a ‘synthetic’ quality [ ] 189
E Electrocompaniet ECP-1 495 An excellent phono amp that combines well-rounded balance with detail and low noise [} [ ] 189
[55] Moth 30 Series Phono 249 Fine sound all round, in any kind of music, from this bargain phono stage L ) [ ] 189
NAD PP-1 40 A basic phono stage that does its job rather coarsely: a bit bass-shy too [ ) 189
[] Pass Labs XOno 2,995 Not absolutely neutral, but the overall result is so beguiling it's hard to resist o [ ) 201
[%] Primare R-20 500 Fights a little shy of densely scored music, but generally an enjoyable and neutral performer [ ] L ) 201
[%] Pro-Ject Phono Box 40 Moving-coil compatibility is a dubious extra in a way, but MM performance is acceptable at this giveaway price o L ] 201
E QED Discsaver DS-1 35 It's cheap, it's cheerful, it's OK — perfectly adequate for use with a phono-less integrated, though not very refined L ] 189
Roksan Artaxerxes X/DS1.5 1,150 Delicate and well balanced, slightly congested at climaxes. Power supply expensive, but runs two Roksan components [ ] [ ] 189
[%] Tom Evans The Groove 1,800 Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for information retrieval off any LP [} 201
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Arcam AVR100 800 [ A solid sounding and well-engineered A/V amp with an affordable price tag. Good with music and well suited to smaller rooms 6 [ [ 70 215
[2] Arcam Alpha 10 DAVE/10P 2,500 | Packed with a diversity of electronics that against engineering odds sounds extremely good 5 [ ] [ ] 110 198
[5] Arcam FMJ A22 DAVE/P25 2,850 | Powerful, authoritative, great stereo, excellent home cinema - what more can you want? 7 [ ] [ ) 100 210
[c] Bryston SP1/9B THX 7,100 Stripped back 5.1 channel processor/amp combo reaches genuine audiophile heights. Currently lacks 5.1 input for DVD-A/SACD 6 [ ) 120 219
Cyrus AVS 1,000 Few processors are as adept with music. An effective multi-channel solution for music fans 4 [ ] N/A 201
Cyrus AVS5/SmartPower 2,650 Refined, detailed and attractive, but ultimately lacking in balls 3 [ ) 60 210
Denon AVR-1602 350 Low-cost home cinema amplifiers don't usually set out to excite, and this one is no exception. Listenable, but dull 6 [} [ ] 80 223
Denon AVR-3300 800 Not as powerful as Denon claims, but nonetheless capable of impressive high-fidelity multi-channel sound 4 [ ] [ ] 75 198
D Denon AVC-A1SE 2,500 A powerful, articulate 7.1-channel integrated amp, loaded with features and equally and home with music and film soundtracks 12 [ ? [ ] 170 215
[(] Harman/Kardon AVR5000 600 Complex and capable home cinema receiver features automatic setup, HDCD and excellent interconnection possibilities 8 o L ] 70 223
JVC-RX-8012R 400 Undistinguished home cinema receiver with USB in, and modestly satisfying sound at lowish power levels 9 [ ] [ ) L} 100 223
Kenwood KRF-X9050D 399 There are some benefits from THX Select processing in home cinema mode, but musically this is a rather mechanical, unengaging performer 7 [ ] [ ] L ] 100 223
Kenwood KRF-V7773D 800 Bold, detailed presentation, but there are some technical limitations and a slightly mannered quality, especially with music. 10 [ ] [ ] [ 120 210
Kenwood KRF-V9993D 1,300 Complex amp that rocks with home cinema but loses out with music 7 [ [ ] L3 110 215
[%] Marantz SR5200 400 Marantz provides undemanding but broadly satisfying listening from a well engineered, near budget home cinema receiver 8 [} ® 90 223
[(:] Marantz SR-5000 500 Something of a rough diamond, but a powerful and entertaining package 5 [ ] [ ) 105 198
[(] Marantz SR-7000 700 Excellent at the price, and almost equally effective with 2-channel music and multichannel AV. 9 L] [ J 100 210
Marantz SR-14EX Mk2 3,250 | Aweighty beast, with 7.1 processing but only five channels of ampiification as standard. Highly capable with both music and movies, but rather costly all-in-all 8 [ [ ] 140 215
Myryad MDP500/MA240/MA360 3,799 Superb three-box, five-channel A’V amplifier. Great with movies and beats most multichannel amps hands down with music 9 ® 120 215
[(]] NADT761 650 First rate home cinema amplifier that sounds more powerful than its specifications imply, and competes with specialist stereo amplifiers g L ] [ ] 80 223
Nakamichi Av-10 1,000 | Avery powerful AV receiver that's easy to install and set-up with a civilised and subtle performance 4 L] [} 140 198
[5] Onkyo TX-DS595 450 Unexciting but generally competent home cinema amplifier has some strong ergonomic features 7 [ ) [ ] [ ] 70 223
Onkyo TX-DS787 900 Obstructive ergonomics and messy sound undermine basically well-equipped receiver. 7 [} [ ] [ ] 100 217
[7] Onkyo TX-DS989 2,500 Authority personified, excellent AV signal processing, but sound quality a tad unsubtle. 9 L] ® [ J 160 210
Pioneer VSX-D810S 450 Thin, raw sounding AV receiver fails to stir the right nerve endings, but is materially fair value 7 [ 100 223
Pioneer VSA-E08 1,300 | THX circuitry gives home cinema material a boost, but this is not an obvious first choice for music. 10 [} L ] { ) 100 210
Primare P30/A30.5 3,700 No 5.1 channel input for DVD-A/SACD but capable of almost uncomfortable realism with real solidity and drive 8 ® 120 210
Roksan DSP/5 ch amp/VSU 2,440 | Clean, powerful stereo expanded seamlessly, if without distinction, to 5.1 channels. . [ ] o 80 210
Rotel RSX-972 1,000 Not the brightest tool in the Rotel toybox, and pricing is surely rather optimistic too. 8 [ ] . ] 79 217
[5] Rotel RSP-976/RMB-1075 1,700 | A potent and enjoyable two-box beast that gets to the heart of both music and movie sound 8 [ ] 120 208
Rotel RSP-985/RPB-985 MkIl 2,400 | The hugely versatile processor is the weaker subjective link in this otherwise impressive combo 3 [ ] 130 198
[2] Sony STR-B1070 600 Technical intriguing AV receiver which succeeds in extracting detail and space from recordings that sounded coarse and unexpansive elsewhere 10 [ [ ] [ ] 100 223
Sony TA-E9000ES/N9000ES 2,300 | Big, gold, powerful and remarkably versatile but fails to cut the sonic mustard 5 ® [ ] 10 198
[R] sonyVA777ES 1,500 Smart circuitry gives this model unusual precision and transparency, and it is a fine all rounder 9 9 o . 100 210 ‘
TAG MclLaren AV32R EX 2,749 | Aflexible AV processor, unusually good with music. Would form the heart of a top-class multichannel system in standard or 7-channel ‘EX’ form 6 o 215
Technics DX-950 279 Ultra-low cost home cinema receiver is impressively equipped for the price, but musically it lacks grace and air 5 [ ] - [ ) ., 100 223
Technics SA-DA10 500 Lower mid-market AV amp has all the right ingredients, but fails to stir the soul 5 ® @ (] 80 210
Technics SE-A1010/SU-C1010 x3 1,350 | A preamp plus three stereo amps provide a six-channel A/V solution without complex processing. Visually stunning but low on grunt and detail 6 L] 70 215
Yamaha RX-V1000RDS 800 Solid mainstream performer is more convincing as home cinema amplifier than for multichannel music. 8 [ ] ® L J 100 217
Yamaha DSP-AX1 2,000 An anorak's delight, and one of the most flexible and effective soundfield creators ever conceived 1" (] [ J L] 10 210
o -
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Acoustic Precision Eikos 89 ‘ Not entirely neutral: probably best suited to upbeat music. Very stiff construction [ ] L ] L ] 188
Audioquest Sidewinder 40 ‘ Suppresses the sound. At this price it's a disappointment [ ] [ ] 211
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Audioguest Coral 99 Slightly forward imaging hardly detracts from its excellent tonal qualities and detail [ ] [ ] [ ] 200
Cable Talk Advanced 3 35 Good sound and great detail, but a slight brashness in the treble [ ] (] L] M
Cambridge Pacific 30 Lacks subtlety and bass impact but is otherwise quite serviceable for the price L] [ ] [ ] 176
Cambridge Silver Spirit 60 100 Good bass but a lack of detail and differentiation of instruments [ ) [ ] [ ] 188
Chord Calypso 30 Informative, clear sound at a decent price () (] ) 211
Chord Cobra 2 50 Good, strong sound with full-bodied music, less happy with smaller forces ® L) 176
Chord Chameleon 2 90 Deep bass is fine but despite that the sound can be a bit hard and lacking body and resonance L ] [ ] (] 188
[X] DNM Reson 40 Seemed a little harsh in the test system, but can work well and should be tried [ ] e o 200
[(] Ecosse The Composer 51 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price L L ] [ ] 211
Goertz M1 Interconnect 145 Soft sound lacking in bite, with excessive and plummy bass (NB sample used in review was only 0.5m) [ ] e ® 176
Insert Audio IC100 MkIl 47 Mostly good sound is let down by pervasive dryness [} (] 176
Insert Audio lmagé 5,1 85 Very good detail and imaging: perhaps a touch bass-light [ ] [ ] [ ] 200
[F] Ixos Gamma Audition It 30 Detailed and neutral, with just a hint of pleasant mellowness o (] L 211
Ixos Gamma 1002 39 Lumpy bass, grainy treble, and poor integration. Nice colour, though (] (] [ ] 176
Ixos 1000 - 90 Nothing badly wrong, just a lit le bit bland and outshone by others at the price L) [ ] [ ] 200
Kimber PBJ : 68 Assured sound, solid and natural bass and clear treble — excellent performance all round ° [} 188
Kimber Hero 110 Slight roughness detracts from some music; seems well suited to rock and jazz. Lively and detailed [} L] o 176
Nordost Solar Wind 85 Good tone and dynamics, with just occasionally a touch of bass-lightness in busy music L] e o 188
Nordost Blue Heaven 145 Very good bass and only slightly grainy treble add up to a well integrated, natural-sounding cable [ ] ° ® 176
Precious Metals $S35 50 Extended bass, but dry character suits electronic music better than acoustic L ® [ ] 188
Profigold PGA301 Mkl 40 Mellow and well rounded, but can seem a little heavy L J () [ ] 21
Prowire VHQ 10 This crisp cable lacks a little refinement, but it's great for the price (] [ ) [ ] 21
Prowire Silver 60 A good cable in every way, with just the occasional hint of coloration and coarseness [ ] L J 176
QED Quf)ex 1 20 Well balanced, and easily fi}/a!s more expensive Vcables o . [ ] [ ) [ ] 21
QED Qnect 2 30 Very well balanced, refined and detailed, this is everything a good cable should be, and excellent value [ ] ° 176
QED Qnect 45 70 Some coloration and roughness in the midrange and treble, but bass is gratifyingly solid [ ] [ J [ ] 188
QED Qnex Silver Spiral 90 A great cable for lovers of big sounds [ ] L] [ ] 200
Reference CS1 75 A moderate performer, with a little coloration and a tendency to lose bass at climaxes [ ] L] [ ] 188
[®] SonicLink Black - 49 Nickel-plated copper with a slight dryness in the bass and a hint of treble roll-off don't compromise integration o [ ] e 176
SonicLink Message (Lilac) 60 Some dryness can affect transient sounds, though tone is generally good, especially in the bass ® ® (] 188
SonicLink Violet 95 Better bass than treble — a little dry in the upper octaves [} [ ] 200
Straight Wire Chorus 40 A very confident cable with good bass, though perhaps a shade of treble loss [ ] L} [ ] 176
Straight Wire Sonata 80 Tonal balance favours lower frequencies but despite this it's a very listenable cable o [ ] [ ] 188
Straight Wire Encore |1 100 Slightly variable bass performance is a weakness in this otherwise capable cable L] (] [} 200
Supra EFF-ISL 80 Excellent sound in all areas — nothing to criticise L) (] [ ) 188
Tara Labs Prism22 64 ‘ Mild tendency to plumminess offsets some hardness in complex music with mixed results L ] e o 188
Tara Labs Prism 55-i 195 ‘ Good with laid-back music, but seems lazy with more exciting material [ ] [ ] [} 200
TCl Viper 55 Fine performance in all areas: just the smallest hint of sibilance. Ve y good value (] [ ] [} 200
van den Hul PB5 50 | Ahighly neutral cable with fine dynamic and rhythmic performance too — excellent ® (] [} 188
van den Hul D102 Mkili HB 80 \ A fine cable, but the competition has crept up and it no longer leads the pack (] [ ] [ ] 200
DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS (PRICES PER TERMINATED METRE PAIR)
STATUS g PRODUCT g £y COMMENTS 1 5 1 1 1 X 1

[%] Audioguest Digital One 35 ‘ A neutral and capable cable that adds little or no character to the sound [ ) [ ] [ E 207
Chord Optilink 40 Beautifully made, but performance is practically indistinguishable from other, cheaper, Toslink leads 0 207
Ixos 1051-100 39.95 Plenty of bass, and detail seems good, but there’s a loss of involvement ) [ ] o E 207
[¥)] QED Qunex P55 25 A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced e ® [ ] E 207
Ross OP004 19.99 | Sounds much like most other Toslink leads: slightly lacking detail, but good value 0 207
SonicLink Digital Optical 30 Possibly slightly more detailed than other opticals, but still no match for a decent electrical digital link 0 207
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Straight Wire Info-Link 300 | A good cable, but bass seems a little light and detail suffers a little at climaxes [ ] o ® E 207
van den Hul Optocoupler 49.95 | Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 207
LOUDSPEAKER CABLES (PRICES PER METRE LENGTH)
STATUS g PRODUCT g £ COMMENTS 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
ALR Jordan QMM 5 Generally neutral, if sometimes bass-shy, but not very communicative o L] [ ] 183
[%] Audio Note AN-B 16.50 | Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical o . 133
E Audio Note AN-L 29.50 Frui y bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel, which was happy to accept its foibles [ ) [ ] [ ] 133
Audioquest Slate 15 Capable across the board, with just the smallest degree of dryness, but very listenable [ ] [ ] L 203
Bandridge LC7409 4 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings [ ) [ ] 157
Cablg Talk Talk 3.1 2.25 Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music ® L ] (] 168
CableTalk Talk 41 4.25 ‘Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained [ ] (] 157
Cable Talk Flat 2 5 Rather unexciting sound, with variable bass and dry voices { ) [} (] 203
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 8 Can make stereo images recede, and favours the upper bass L) [ ] { 192
DNM LSC350 6.95 Majors on midband and lower treble lucidity at the expense of bass and extreme treble extension o [ J { ] 168
Chord Company Odyssey 17 Relatively vice-free cable with good detail throughout the range and generally neutral bass [ ] o [ ] 192
ChordVCompaVny Rumour 2 10 Performance is listenable enough but fails to excel in any area [ ] ° e 203
[(]] DNM LSCB500 12 High impedance can influence the treble response, but this was a winner on sound per pound. Bi-wire ® ( 133
Ecosse Reference CS-2.15 12 Stereo and rhythm are good, but persistent dryness detracts significantly ® o e 215
Electrofluidics Monolith 2020 45 | Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere - one of the best cables available all round o e o 203
GaleXL189 1 Slightly bright and not too subtle, but a perfectly a((eplablé cable for any starter systém ) L] ' ° 168
Gale XL315 2 A little lacking in detail but plenty of life and excellent value L ] (] 157
Gale XL160-2 2.50 Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi-wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative (] (] 157
Goertz M2 32 Remarkably detailed, smooth, neutral and with excellent bass; check amplifier compatibili y [ ) ® o 168
Ixos Gamma 6003 2.99 Alit le midrange dryness, but bass is among the best at this price, strong and consistent [ ) [ ] [ ) 203
Ixos Gamma 6006 5 Bass is better than treble, which can become spi ty and sibilant — though only slightly ° ° ° 192
Kimber 4PR 4.90 Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when every hing else is so right o L] 192
Kimber 4VS 8.50 A good mix of vi tues including particularly fine bass () L) 183
Kimber 4TC 18.80 A well-balanced cable with good performance in all areas o - 168
Kimber 8TC 348 Ve y capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for Sm terminated pair L ] 203
Linn K20 4 Seems to work best with lively, unsubtle music — can be dry and edgy o 7 L] 183
Monster Cable 21 12.50 | Slightly bass-rich balance, and could do with a bit more detail L) [ ] . 215
Nordost Flatline Gold Il 9.50 Exciting sound but a bit too ‘in-yer-face’, and bass is not always even L] e o 192
Ortofon SPK100 3 Grey-sounding — strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance. A bit bass-shy, too [ ] | o 133
x Ortofon SPK200 499 | Good étrong bass and fair detail, only slightly marred by a little dryness [ ] 7' [ ° 0 183
B Ortofon SPK300 8 Tremendously open and atmospheric, with ro’bx’Js’t, full-blooded bass — if slightly bright at times = ' k .ﬂ 133
Precious Metals SL102 10 Unusual construction gives rather strained sound, only really cheering up with simple musical textures ® L ) o 183
Profigold Silverflex LG8258 4 Apre y-looking cable that does lit le to offend but is let down by some congestion L) ® () 203
Prowire Out of Sight 1.99 Special-purpose cable for laying under carpets etc. Fair sound across the board ° [ ] o 203
Puresonic 7845 1.95 Big, weighty sound — but too messy and bloated for its own good o ° o 183
Puresonic 7891 : 285 | Chunky cable design; shame about the sound quality o o L ) 157
QED Qudos 2.25 Despite high-tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, its music-making failed to gel o o 157
[)] QED Qudos Silver 5 A few minor flaws but overall performance is very assured for this price o () (] 192
QED Profile 4x4 9 Good midrange and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail not outstanding : 168
[%] QED Profile Silver 12 15 Very slightly laid-back, but good tone and detail - wears its achievements lightly [ ] ® L) 215
QED Genesis Silver Spiral 0 Commendable bass, with a little dryness and mildly compromised imaging: good, but not the best at its price L] L J o 203
SonicLink $300 18 Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces L] L] o 168
[%] SonicLink AST50 1:95 It may look like bell-wire, but AST50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced [ ] [ ] 157
[7] SsonicLink AST75 295 Unusual materials and rather unusual performaﬁce too, strong on excitement and with plenty of bass [ ) [ ] [ ] 203
[7] SonicLink AST150 3.95 Slightly plummy bass and a useful way of holding musical strands together [ ] [} 157
SonicLink AST200x2 5.95 At its best with exciting music, this cable seems shy of subtler details o L ) @ 192
[¥5] SonicLink Rebel 7.50 Plenty of bass, but without sacrificing upper frequency clarity or dynamics ) [ ] L 215
Straight Wire Duo 3 Not so subtle and lacking some detail, but sound is consistent with level and musical style [ ] [ ] (] 203
Straigﬁt Wire'Rhythm 6 Its major flaw seems to be woolly and indistinct bass, which pervades most types of music (] [ ] L 192
[E5] Straight Wire Quartet 8 A good all-rounder with full tone, clear detail and natural ambience ° [ ] L 183
Supra Classic 6.0 4.95 It's all there, but a persistent lack of detail seriously mars the view [ ] L] L 215
Supra Ply 3.4 6.95 Clean sound which stays together well at high levels, with full bass — perhaps a touch of treble restriction ® [ ] L[] 183
Supra Ply 3.4/S 7.95 Good in all areas with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness L] L ° 203
Tara Labs Klara 610 2.95 A good budget cable with an even spread of virtues — and very minor vices — across the board L L ] (] 183
Tara Labs Prism Nexa 9.95 Slight tonal softness affects both bass and trebie, but the overall sound is very listenable L] [ ] [ ] 215
Tara Labs RSC Prime 500 36 More suited to melodious music than anything with bite and drive, with only moderate detail L ] o L ] 203
TCl Python 7.99 No single major sin, but detail is not outstanding and rhythm isn't always completely solid L ] L ] L 203
Townshend Isolda 50 Superb sound all round, and amplifier (ompalibiliiy enhanced by included stabilising inductor L ] . [ ] L] 203
van den Hul The Snowline 5.49 A hint of high-end civilisation with a few rough edges and a slightly warm balance L [ ] L ] 215
van den Hul Royal Jade 10.99 Lots of technology, but sound suffers from dryness and woolly bass L J [ ] ] 203
XLO Pro 600 16.50 | Decent bass and good treble, but sounds confused with densely-scored music L] L] L ] 215
“ 2 =
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Audiolinx Blue Max 100 Expensive, but good value considering the improvement offered [ ] L ) PLT 218
Audio Note AN-MP 99 A noticeable improvement on standard mains cable, but not as great as others [ ] L ] 218
Audiosource bbc 48 Very good value, extremely sharp detailing - maybe too sharp o [ ] PLT 218
[¥5] Audusa Eupen CSA 48 Reasonable cost, outstanding performance and a strong recommendation L [ ] 218
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Clearaudio Accurate Power Gen 1,090 Compact and beautifully finished unit that offers positive sonic benefits that justify the price 206
GTA PHY-HP board 299 Qozing style and quality, the board generates an extremely natural and truthful sound 206
LAT AC-2 99 Excellent clarity, music sounds clean and easy to follow - enthusiastic recommendation ® L ] 218
Lynwood Electronics Mega Power 295 Reasonable price model that improves focus while producing a sweet, tight and clean bass 206
Maplin Bowthorpe ASC 431 50 Excellent mains purifying abilities - including other equipment used elsewhere in the house (Maplin code BJ84F) [ ] L ] 218
Olson Sound Fantastic 80 Reasonable price, superior build quality - all in all, a bit of a bargain o ® 218
m PS Audio Power Plant 1,200 Power Plant improves the cleanness and separation of individual voices and instruments, giving an impressive 3-D quality 206
[#] RussAndrews Kimber Power Kord 50 Impressively detailed and crisp, choice of connectors can make even more difference ) L ® 218
[F]  Russ Andrews Kimber/Power Block 350 Improved version that elevates music to a cleaner and more three-dimensional experience with greater stereo imagery 206
Russ Andrews The Purifier 250 More ambitious version of the Silencer that gives a cleaner, quieter background, allowing more low leve! detail 206
[%] Russ Andrews Silencer 40 A cost effect solution to noise-free mains supply that reduces ‘hash’ without losing brilliance and immediacy 206
SonicLink SG Power 80 Bright, open and detailed with sweet and natural treble frequencies L] L] PLT 218
SonicLink S-Gold mains 225 Delivers a clean incisive sound with excellent detail, clarity and with no increase in noise 206
[X] Synergistic Res. Master Coupler 238 Absolutely outstanding performance, but extremely expensive ® e 218
[] Trichord Research Powerblock500 300 Isolation transform r that bolsters clarity, openness and gives an increased refinement making for a purer and natural sound 206
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D JVC TD-R472 200 Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced [ ] [ ) [} ® 158
[#] Kenwood KX-W6080 200 Modestly decent-sounding twin deck, with some transport instability and ragged bass o [ ] [} [ ] ® 17
Marantz SD455 170 Works well as a single deck, especially on replay, but dubbing at high/low speed compromises sound [ ] [ ] [ ] 184
NAD 613 230 Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise [ ] L ) ® 158
NAD 616 300 Twin deck with basic features. No Dolby setting memory, transport is too unstable for audiophile use [} [ ] o 17
Nakamichi DR-10 800 An ergonomic oddity, but one of the last of the great casse te decks. Worth considering against MD [ ) e o [ B .~
El Onkyo K-611 460 Cute drawer-loading mini-size component with 3 heads and dual capstan transport L) [ ] ® O 146
[%] Pioneer CT-5550S 250 Great features, good with cheap low bias tapes, but slightly synthetic sound quality e o e o (] 164
Pioneer CT-W806DR 300 Had it not been for the iffy transport quality, this sophisticated twin would have been Recommended [ ] ° [ ] e o m
Teac V-1050 180 One of the cheapest 3-head machines around, but it shows in very ‘thick’ sound L] e o 184
D Technics RS-AZ6 200 For those who can't afford the RS-AZ7; clarity over the widest bandwidth thanks to AZ thin-film head [ ) [ ] ® [ ] 164
[[F] Technics RS-AZ7 270 Thin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-like bass and midrange. A clear advance in state-of-the-art (] L ] ® O 158
[#] Yamaha KX-580SE 250 Subtle, engaging and transparent deck, with a lightweight tonality, but stability and strong detail [ ] o L ] o & I
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Advantage CD1S 3,995 A CD player of some stature — what it lacks in dynamics it makes up for in subtlety and flow e o o ® ® 193
Alchemist Kraken 1,249 Distinctive looking player likely to suit a Alchemist system, but will result in variable results elsewhere 190
Alchemist Nexus APD32A 597 Refined treble, constrained yet capable bass and attractive all-round presentation [ ] 169
Anthem CD1 1,595 Unusual combination of high-end player, complete with HDCD, and changer. Good, but noisy e o ® 178
Arcam Alpha 7SE 300 Sharper, clearer Alpha 7 SE, and more affordable than before [ ] [ ] 207
Arcam CD72 400 Easy going, slightly soft-centred reworking of Alpha 7 in new, svelte DiVA clothing [ ] [ ] 212
Arcam Alpha MCD 450 Excellent bass and natural midband, but just a touch of treble dryness, from this very listenable changer (] [ ] 178
Arcam Alpha 8SE 600 Excellent (and very reasonably priced) HDCD-compatible player is a strong all-rounder [ ] ® 176
Arcam Alpha 9 800 Refined, articulate player which employs new DAC technology to great effect [ 188
Arcam CD92 850 High resolution player needs a touch of spit and polish to be completely convincing [ ] [ ] 212
Arcam FMJ CD23 1,100 World class presentation allied with innovative technology to deliver an engaging standard of music making [ ] ® o o 206
Audio Analogue Paganini 750 Basically good, but sometimes heavy-handed player [ ] 191
Audio Note AN-CD1 600 Easy on the ear, and for a valve player, easy on the pocket, but a bit Radio 2-flavoured (] 188
Audio Note AN-CD2 999 High output impedance makes performance unduly system fussy [ ] 195
AVI S2000MC2 899 A chip off the old block. This model’s in-yer-face balance obstructs an otherwise finely detailed sound o - 176
[5] AVI52000MC Reference 1,399 Lean, dry, high resolution player, built to outlast most of us. A fine performer in a sympathetic system [ ] 169
Balanced Audio Tech VK-D5 3,995 | A valve-infused player with a big and engaging sound. Lacks a little subtlety [ ] ® L] 194
Cambridge Audio D100 120 Hard, clangy and coloured sounding, and with suspect control logic ® 200
[] Cambridge Audio D500 200 Clean and highly ar iculate player wears well in extended use [ ] [ ] 202
[#] Cambridge Audio D500 SE 200 A really lively sounding player with good detail but just a hint of dryness L ] [ ] 217
[#] Copland CDA 266 1,199 Simple yet elegant design is unexpectedly sophisticated under the skin, and effective in execution [ ] 176
Copland CDA 289 1,898 Beautifully built and musically enjoyable. Lacks some precision, but still among the best below £2,000 [ ] 194
Cymbol CDP12 1,299 Clean, detailed and airy HDCD-equipped player with minimalist trappings L [ ] 176
Cyrus dAD1.5 395 Improved dAD1 variant has improved digital filter for a more natural, easy on the ear quality [ ) 191
[#] Ccyrus cD? 800 New Cyrus player has strong all-round attributes to match its good looks L J 212
[7] Cyrus dAD3 Q24 900 Bold, lean and lively player demands sympathetic system matching L) 200
[%] Denon DCD-435 130 Good low cost player, and a step up from the DCD-425, its predecessor L] L ] 191
[%] Denon DCD-655 180 Fine, slightly soft-edged budget player, and a good ameliorative for aggressive, edgy systems e o e 200
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Denon DCD-835 230 Refined sound with terrific bass extension. Some slight coloration ° o e o 217
Den'ov;DC”D:{SSOAfVlV : 350 Disappointing bland and ploddy sound from an immaculately constructed, high-tech player L] [ ] 179
Densén 5400 1,280 | Bold, purposeful sound, but lacks subtlety, and has some ergonomic flaws L ] 212
EZO0 Fog Srtage‘3 1,170 Curious player is difficult to drive, and has sound quality that both enchants and sometimes confounds o [ ] 212
Kenwood()VF-JMO 180 Solid CD player with straightforward features (] e o 207
D KenwnodDP-4090 b 250 Focuses a clear, wide aperture lens on the music — and has CD Text too L ] (] e o 172
VKenwood DVF-R96§0 i 800 Kenwood's first DVD-A player suffers from a mild compression of dynamics resulting in a polite yet matter of fact sound [} S & & o [ ] 206
[#] Linn Genki . 995 Explicit, rather bright sounding player with strong multi-room appeal [ ] 212
Marantz CDSbOO = i 150 Well equipped budget player sounds thin and rough at times (] L] e o 202
Marantz CC3000 150 Ragged sounding multidisc player, but it is cheap and well equipped [ ] e o 204
[=8] Ma‘rantz CDGDOb : 250 Great ;;ackage with all mod cons, and eminently listenable too L] o e o 207
(EB| Maramzicbﬁ&oo 6SELE 1 300 Délal\ed, wel rounded, at home in any musical context — a real bargain L [ ] e o 217
[F] Marantz CD6000 Ki Signature 500 Excellent all rounder, a well appointed good value package L ] ® [ ] 212
E] Marantz CD-17 MI(II' 800 Sophisticated player with a short but attractive feature set, and a new found bounce in its step L ] ® o o o 206
Marantz CD-17Ki Sig - 1,100 Minor QC problems aside, this is a superbly turned-out machine, but ultimately a little bland e L] [ ] 176
Maran;!z CD-7 3,500 | A superbly deswénea ) p\ayer,r both inside and out. Precise and dramatic in equal measure o L ] L] [ ] 194
Marantz SA1251 3,500 Highly refined and beautifully built multichannel SA & DVD-V player that doesn't quite match Sony’s best ® () [ J ® 223
ﬁaranu §A 1 : 5,000 | The brand's first SACD player is a stunning machine that's equally as strong with conventional CD (] o o ® 208
Meracus Ta]ﬂo 1,395 Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dynamics — but it's not cheap (] 169
D Merﬁdian 506 1,100 Revised 506 includes MSR remote and a new D/A chip, which makes it livelier and more detailed [ ] ® 176
qurio Asty 695 Well built player has solid, propulsive sound quality that deteriorates towards HF L) 200
Musical Fidelity X-RAY i 799 7 Brilliantly packaged and clean but slightly antiseptic sounding player [ ] [ ] 184
[] Musical Fidelity A3 CD 800 Excellent player has few faults apart from a slight loss of EHF detail L] [ J 200
MyryadT-10 400 Rather ordinary player fails to shine with good music recordings [ ] 184
Myryad T-20 600 Matter of fact styling and sound quality, a tad bright for some systems L 195
Myryad MCD 600 1,299 | Abundance of detail and resolution from this ‘Super DAC' CD player [ ] 220
NAD €520 5 170 Significantly improved entry level NAD is smooth and dynamic, if slightly dull (] 202
NADC521 200 Good timing and excitement, but not good at holding the listener's attention ° 217
NAD 523 : 250 Lacklustre musical presentation was disappointing on test; so was the absence of a digital output [ ) 204
_NAD €540 . . 330 Not cheap, and disc handling is pedestrian at best, but the C540 is smooth & elegant with just a hint of aggression (4 200
NAD Silverline S500 i 1,100 It sounds as good as it looks, which is notably refined and easy on the ear e o o [ ] 195
Naim Audio CD5 : 1,125 | Recommended subject to audition, a dynamic machine, yet some physical minuses 212
Naim NACDSIV/XPS 5625 | Brings you the Naim sound, but for once doesn't have to rely on Naim ancillaries to get the results 188
quamiﬁli MB-10 = 400 ‘ Jewel of a multi-disc player, with crisp sound and superb fuss-free compact packaging [ ] L ] (] [ ) 204
anyo DX-7222 150 [ Competitive following recent price cut, and on the whole a strong performer musically L ] [ ) 200
anyo DX-7511 300 Earthbound mid-price CD player fails to excite [ [ ] e o 207
Parasound C/DP-1000 499 Comes on like a high end player, but ultimately sounds a bit weak and soft-centred L] 184
_Philips CD751 150 Inconsistent and occasionally opaque and scrawny sounding cheapie [ ] (] 172
[] Philips SACD-1000 1,300 | Not quite a universal disc player, but it does SACD multi-channel, DVD-Video and CD to a universally high standard [ ] L ] ® 220
Pioneer PD-S507 200 Low cost Legato Link implementation sounds gentle but slightly muddled L] o 191
Primare D20 - 799 Well presented player doesn't quite cut the mustard, though it performs promisingly [ ] 188
Revox Exception E426 2,250 | Very stylish with a light, agile sound that extends superbly and has fine timing L) L] 182
Roksan Kandy 475 Slightly old-fashioned sound quality player available in various colour schemes (] [ ] 200
Roksan Caspian - 895 Improved Caspian (retested for 2001) is still bold, dynamic player, but rather more subtle and expressive [ ] 212
Rotel RCD-951 300 Disappointing chopped-down RCD-971 — buy the original (] 191
[] Rotel RCD-971 450 0dd disc handling logic, but bold, detailed and refined sound make this a must { ] 184
Rotel RCD-991 825 Strong midrange player with switchable dither levels to provide some system tweaking ability o O 212
Sherwood CD1 1,100 | A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather flat, lifeless sound. Beautiful construction [ J [ ] 163
Sharp DX-5X1 2,700 | Stylish player with a slightly forward but extremely nimble sound. Connects to matching digital amp via dedicated umbilical [ ) [ ] e o o 211
Sony CDP-XE330 100 Unrefined, but lively, detailed and highly affordable { ] [} 202
Sony CDP-XE530 140 Well equipped, but raw, scrappy sounding player lacks depth and weight L ] o o 200
] Sony CDP-XBI30E i 300 Yet another first rate UK optimised playév with all the bells and whistles [ ] [ ] 195
‘Sony DVP-NS700V 400 Outrageously good value for money DVD-V/SA player, though SACD replay quality trails the audio only Sony SCD-XB770ES [ ] [ ] ® 220
[ Sony SCD-XB770UK 400 Expressive and expansive player in the best SACD tradition, but CD replay is disappointingly lacklustre [ ) [ ] ® 220
[5] Sony SCD-555ES 1,200 Fabulously built with superb sound using both CD and Super Audio software, you'll be hard pressed to find a better CD player at the price [ ) [ ] ® 213
Sony SCD-XA777ES 2,300 | Superb multichannel player that set the benchmark for the format at its launch (] (] [ ] ® 223
Sony SCD-1 3,500 | The first SACD player sounds fabulous but its a slow operator and doesn’t support multichannel ® [ ] [ ] ® 194
T+ACD1210R < 1,185 Intriguing player with rather pushy basic sound, but has switchable digital filters [} (] 188
Talk Electronics Thunder 1 550 Entry level upgradeable Talk Electronics player sounds slightly muted 200
Talk Electronics Thunder 2 699 Fine player, slightly lacking in dynamics, but readily, if expensively upgradable in various ways 191
Talk ’Eledrlr)‘l!ic}"l'lrll![lﬁer 3 1,000 Clean, fast, and availability of a complete upgrade path make this a good long term proposition 195
[%] TAG McLaren CD20R 1,249 Dry and unatmospheric, but plenty of presence — recommended with caution L ] 188
Teac VRDS-9 7 700 Well-presented. This Teac is crisp, yet shallow, and inconsistent in sound quality and partnering skills (] [ ] [ ) 176
Teac VRDS-25x d 1,000 | Excellent, individualistic player with bold, colourful sound, but test sample had iffy CD-R compatibility L [ ] [ ] [ ] 195
Technics SL-PG390 90 It's very cheap. Very, very cheap [} 202
Technics SL-PS7 200 Strong, but ultimately rather opaque and hard-sounding, high tech CD player [ ] (] 207
Technics SL-MC7 300 Maximum storage capacity for a minimum price, and presentable sound too (multidisc) L] e o 204
Thule Spirit CD100 - 600 | Definitely a try before you buy machine, but the bass and mid are excellent . 188
Trichord Genesis 549 Breathed-on Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately lacks drive and authority [ ) e o 169
Trichord Revelation 799 Well-ordered and clean sound that may be a little too refined for some, images well [ ) 166
Tube Technology Fusion Mkl 1,350 | Improvements over the original model but still remains too inconsistent for its own good [ ] . o o 206
Tube Technology Fulcrum 2,800 | Animaginative two-box player with a smooth sound that lacks some lustre e o o 194
Yamaha CDX-596 230 Well-priced and attractive-sounding, this player can read CD-RW { } (] e o 207
Yamaha CDX-496 3 180 A rather splashy and approximate sound, further hampered by mechanical noise [ ] e o Al
Yamaha CD-X993 400 A bit of a lush, though the sound is singularly free of grain, and equipment levels are strong [} L ] e o 184
YBA Spécial 695 There is nothing here to justify the pricing or the high-end parentage. Avoid 195
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CD TRANSPORTS

STATUS g PRODUCT 1 3. COMMENTS * & % % % & _E_ & 1
[7] Audio Note CDT Zero 550 l Although ominously esoteric on paper, it's smooth, open and easy on the ear in practice (Tested with DAC1) e o 212
Linn Karik 1,850 ‘ Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing L J ® 144
Roksan Attessa ATT-DP3 1,295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of sounding exciting with the right material [ ] [ ] 162
Theta Carmen 3,299 A well equipped and extremely upgradable CD/DVD transport. Right now, the finest of its type * 203
Theta Data Basic Il 2,397 Uses a Philips COM9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs [ ] 130
Thorens TCD2000 999 ) Lively presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble. (Tested with TDA 2000 DAC) [ ) [ ] 162
Trichord Digital Turntable 699 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer [ ] L] 162

DACs

STATUS g PRODUCT

1 £ g COMMENTS

Alchemist TS-D-1 300 24/96-equipped DAC sounds Udy but a little shut-in with both 16-bit CDs and 24-bit/96kHz DVDs 7 I ! I ! i 1 | ! i 187
Audio Note DAC Zero 369 Neat valve-equipped DAC sounds smooth and fluid in the right system. (Tested with CDT Zero transport) 191
[2] Audio Note DAC Zero1x 750 Although ominously esoteric on paper, it's smooth, open and easy on the ear in practice (Tested with CDT Zero) 212
Audio Note DAC 5 18,500 | Astonishingly natural and realistic in the right system, the only problem being the extravagant price 203
dCS Delius 5,000 ‘ State-of-the-art resolution with considerably greater flexibility than anything else, hard to beat ® o e o ® 207
dCS Purcell 3,500 ‘ The first upsampler on the market adds significant depth and increased bass resolve with a suitable DAC ® o [ ] ® 207

DVD PLAYERS

DVD PLAYERS

Nnd1no 1a >33

1N0 91a 3313 Ng3/S3V

1ndLNO S1d 1d0

1N0 91a 1d0 1S

4

1N0 IN90TVYNY TV

13205 INOHdAY3IH
1NdLNO I18VIHVA

SPECIFICATIONS

1w
ALINIGILYdWO) Y-GAd

|
1
3
2810
YIFWNN INSSI

STATUS g PRODUCT . £ 1 COMMENTS 'S I B I I I I I |
Arcam DiVA DV88 1,000 A DVD-Video player built with non-obsolescence in mind, but picture quality exceeds musical quality as a CD player ° L ] 213
Arcam FMJ DV27 1,600 Spirited CD performance and a great DVD-V upgrade path [ L ] 219

|:| Denon DVD-1000 300 Fine, stripped down player concentrates on the essentials, and scores a direct hit. @ ® 216
Denon DVD-1500 400 Colourful and engaging (if lightweight) sound, with excellent picture quality @ L [ ] 207
[(]] Denon DVD-2800 750 First-rate all-rounder, this is a gimmick-free design that is well built and offers good CD and DVD sound quality and finely resolved pictures ~ @ L] 221
Denon DVD-3300 1,000 Sometimes slightly inconsistent and strident sounding in all modes of use, but it pulls a little more off disc too. L] L ] [ ] ® 213
Encore DV-450 200 Superb value for money, though mainly of interest to the videophile on a shoestring L] L] [ ] 207
Harman/Kardon DVD10 299 Bulky DVD-Video player with unexciting picture quality, and promising but ultimately unexceptional CD replay performance [ ] ® 221
Hitachi DVP-705 380 Mild mannered player works best with Radio 2 music, and gives clean, well endowed picture quality to match, along with sharp pricing e o o 216
Integra research RD-V1 2,700 Refined in use and on audition, but a lack of resolving power and an unbalanced feature set militate against this model ® L ] ® 220
JVC XV-542 250 Unprepossessing DVD-V player fails to excite with DVD material, or as a surrogate CD player ® ® 221
JVC XV-SA72SL 350 Fantastic value for money from a player which makes good music with DVD-Audio and CD alike [ ] ] ® 220
JVC XV-D723GD 500 Convincing DVD-Audio player that is ultimately let down by poor CD performance L] ® o o 206
Kenwood DVF-R9030 899 The first multi-disc DVD-Audio player is physically large and ergonomically obstructive, but it is a smooth, slick operator L ° L] ® @ 213
Marantz DV4100 399 The DV4100 is a DVD-Video player for videophiles, but don’t put the CD player out to pasture just yet L] L ] 21
Meridian DVD596 2,350 Very classy player with DVD-A upgrade potential, one of the few that is also a superb CD player e 218
NAD T-550 500 Soft-centred but likeable player in the classic NAD mould L L ] 202
Nakamichi DVD-10s 600 Well engineered, but lacklustre specifications, moderate performance — and overpriced. L] L] 216
Onkyo DV-5939 1,999 Superb build, plenty of features, but more convincing as a video player than an audio one L] [ ] ® 220
Panasonic DVD-RV41 300 Well presented DVD-Video player has an attractive, but far from high resolution sound, and picture quality also lacks definition [ ] 21
Panasonic DVD-RA71 449 Well priced, but rather slack sounding with DVD-A material, but CD sounds OK, and DVD-V is excellent [ ) [ ] ( ] ® 220
Panasonic DVD-A360E 580 | Powerful equipment, and unthrottled digital output notwithstanding, sound quality is modest at best [ ] [ ] o 198
Panasonic DVD-A7EB 699 Chopped down Technics DVD-A10 retains most of the flagship's headline features with well balanced, but less refined and less articulate sound =~ @ [ ] ® ® 213
Philips DVD-712 200 Rough and ready looking DVD-Video player tums out to be well equipped, and an unexpectedly vital performer, on screen and via loudspeakers L] [ ] 21
Philips DVD957 400 Slightly ill-disciplined, but bold, enthusiastic player which engages even if it doesn't always convince. L] L] L ] 216
Philips DVD960 530 DVD-V player has strong sound quality and good, though slightly washed out, pictures [ ] [ ] 207
[%] Pioneer DV-545 330 Stylish and well-equipped slimline DVD-Video player is an extremely attractive all rounder @ [ ] 21
[] Pioneer DV-636D 400 Bold, dynamic and detailed sounding player, with slightly simplified video feature set, sharper pricing and A1 pictures to match o [ ] 216
Pioneer DV-646A 530 | One of the first DVD-RW compatible DVD-Audio players is informative but not the sweetest sounding machine around [ ] [} ® 220
Pioneer DV-939A 1,200 Fine player with near state of the art video performance and attractive, easy on the ear music making, from CD and DVD-Audio alike. L] e [ ] ® 213
Primare V10 700 Beautifully presented DVD-video player gives superb picture quality and so-so CD replay [ ] ® 221
Primare V20 1,000 Elegant and well built DVD performer that possess a strong picture quality and decent CD player L ] [ ] 206
Rotel RDV-995 700 Bold, sometimes aggressive sounding player needs RGB output to bring picture quality up to scratch. L ] L 216
Sanyo DVD1500 219 Compact, low cost player is quite strong video performer, but lacks the wherewithal to succeed as a surrogate CD player. ® [ ] 216
[5]] Sony DVP-NS400D 300 Midrange DVD-Video player has some interesting features that enhance picture quality and usability [ ] [ ] p2A
Sony Art Couture DVP-5435 350 | Looks to die for and decent on-screen results, but sound is flat and grey L] L] 216
Sony DVP-CX850D 600 | Lacklustre sound quality is a disappointment, but the price is appealing for a 200-disc DVD player (] L [} 204
Sony DVD-S9000ES 1,200 First DVD machine to play SACD has a ‘Lexus’ sound style that never really gets its hands dirty [ ] o 210
TAG Mclaren DVD32R 3,995 A tour-de-force of engineering, albeit with matching price tag. But picture quality is second to none L ] L) 212
T+A DVD 1210R 1,699 Ergonomically a mess, but deta;\ed, dynamic and emphSt\c, though there is no guarantee of a DVD-audio upgrade path L] = [ ] 213
Technics DVD-A10 899 ‘ Well built, early generation DVD-A player with full in-board DVD-Video decoding and a more than workmanlike sound e L] ® L] ] 213
Thompson DTH-4500 229 ‘ DVD-V player comes with an excellent multi-component remote control, but fails to deliver the goods, with bland sound to match the iffy visuals ® L ® 21
Theta DaViD 4,650 | Atop-notch CD transport, that also plays DVD-Video discs well. Pricey for a DVD transport, but worth it ® o o o 191
Toshiba SD500E 599 OK DVD-Video player, but lacklustre with music, especially when reproducing high resolution DVD-Audio material. [ ] [ ] ® o i3
Toshiba SD9000 800 \ Costly, high tech player with stunning pictures and crisp, slightly lightweight sound [ ] L ® 198
[%] Toshiba SDI0OE 1,299 ‘ Top class DVD-Audio player and also a superb DVD-Video player; in this context pricing is competitive. [ ] L] ® 213
T+A DVD-1210R 1,699 ‘ Ergonomically a mess, but detailed, dynamic and emphatic, though there is no guarantee of a DVD-Audio upgrade path ® L 213
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Audio ReQuest ARQ1 568 ‘ Full size seperate containing a CD player and hard disc recorder. Sign of things to come? 2 CD/MD [ ] 223
imerge M1000 3,300+ | One-box harddisc solution for multi-room installations. Stores 1005 of CDs with web-interface but sound is unispiring Single-room $1000 also available 2 CDHD ® 223
JVC XM-448 220 [ An hidden keyboard is a great idea, but musically it sounds rather cool and strident 1 MD e L 205
Kenwood DMF-5020 20 |t may be high-tech but nothing conceals the caricatured sound 1 MD @ ® 205
Kenwood DMF-9020 500 | One of the best MD decks yet for sound quality, and the first to make titling a practical proposition 1 MD ® ® 191
Onkyo MD-121 450 Midi-sized deck that sounds slightly coloured at times, though immediate and lively 1 MD ® 177
Pioneer MJ-D508 200 | well equipped but musically sleep inducing player that deserves its recommendation due to price 1 MD [ ] 205
Sony MDS-JE770 260 Smartly attired, packed with features and capable of recordings closer in quality to CD-R than MD's detractors might think 1 MD o L] 223
Sony MXD-D40 330 One half CD player, the other half MD recorder. Functions well enough but CD playback is weak 2 CD/MD L ] L] 223
Sony MDS-JA555ES 650 | Powerful demonstration of Sony’s proficiency, it delivers the best MD can offer 1 MD L ] L ] 205
Sony MDS-JA333ES 650 [ Serious build, serious features, serious sound. Maybe high-end MD isn't such a peculiar idea after all — but would you pay £650? 1 MD L ] [ ] 223
Denon CDR-1000 400 Straightforward but attractive single CD-R/RW deck is a respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 1 CD-R(W) L] L ] 218
Denon CDR-1500 449 | Ultra high jitter takes the sparkle out of an otherwise attractive dual disc CD-R/RW burner 1 CD-R(W) [ ] ® 218
Harman/Kardon CDR-20 499 | High jtter player makes quite good recordings that sound less good when played back intemally, espedially when using the intemal record capable transport 1 CD-R(W) ® [ ] 218
Harman/Kardon CDR 30 590 Well built copier capable of good recordings but playback quality is indistinct and the asking price high 2 CD-R(W) L ] [ ] 223
Hitachi DV-W1E 520 Combination CD-R/RW and DVD player has excellent ergonomics, but tends to sound rather opaque 1 CD-RW) L ] [ ] 218
JVC XL-R5000 450 Flexible, rattly build, and attractive sound, but it's a little expensive compared to other rivals 1 CD-R(W) [ ] 205
LG ADR-620 350 A powerfully equipped machine with useful multi-room capabilities, but sound quality is rough and ready 1 CD-R(W) [ ] [ ] 205
[] Marantz DR6000 400 Classy CD-R/RW recorder is also a classy CD player, in contrast to most CD recorders 1 CD-RW) [ ] L ] 218
Marantz DR-17 1,500 Highly recommended, but with a jitter problem that, resolved, would improve sound quality 1 CD-R(W) [ ] L] 205
Philips CDR 600 230 Low cost Philips machine makes great recordings but playback is poor and the controls a mite fiddly i} CD-R(W) [ J L] 223
[] Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 1 CD-R(W) [ ] [ ] 205
Philips CDR785 350 Ragged play quality, but a good record performance from this well equipped, well priced CD-R/RW deck 1 CD-R(W) [ ) L ] 218
["] Pioneer PDR-609 280 Classy single deck CD-R/RW burner is also a good if characterful player 1 CD-R(W) [ ] ® 218
] Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Good quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 CD-RW) ® o 218
Pioneer PDR-W739 400 Flexible multi-disc that has everything including respectable sound and pricing 1 CD-R(W) ® ® 205
TEAC RW-800 350 Capable recording tool, but a little rough and ready as a player 1 CD-R(W) L a3 205
Yamaha CDR-D561 449 Twin CD-R/RW burner makes sold, believable discs, but is priced higher than equivalent models from elsewhere 1 CD-R(W) ® [ ] 218
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w
B
m L, a R
m & = 2 ® B 2
), 2 32 2 %8 2 g Z &
8 £ £ 835 % 2 g &
w
HEADPHONE = s 5 £ 822 3 8
N B N R e R N N
STATUS g PRODUCT g £ g COMMENTS 1 1 i i i 1 i
[] AKG K44 20 ‘ Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 2 ® 19 32 e 219
AKG K100 36 ‘ Leather clad groover with bags of power and clarity, for a respectable asking price ® ® 190 100 @ 205
AKG 301 70 Big ‘phones with even and detailed sound but lacks sufficient bass weight ® o 230 100 ® 194
AKG K 240 DF 100 | Inoffensive ‘phones that are very laid back, if lacking in grunt ® o 240 600 @ 186
-Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 100 \ Detailed and involving sound with a professional ‘studio’ quality appeal ® ® 250 66 194
[%] Audio Technica ATH-M40 120 | Incredible detail and honesty from these classically designed studio ‘phone [ ] ® 250 60 186
Beyer DT331 65 ‘ Clear and extremely detailed sound with rather thin bass e o 210 40 @ 194
Beyer DT431 81 Nice looking ‘phones that may not be the best players on the field, but will always give 100 per cent ® o 210 40 @ 186
Beyer DTS31 105 Average performer from an established player. Lacks punch and bite L ] [} 245 250 @ 205
Beyer DTS11 106 Superb midband clarity and speed slightly at odds with soft bass. Even so, high tingle factor ® o 200 250 172
[7] BeyerDT831 140 These provide silky, smooth textures in abundance and we're not just talking about the velvet ear pads ® 12 295 250 @ 186
Grado SR-40 45 Cheap and nasty appearance largely redeemed by cheerful, up-beat sound. Very comfortable & L3 120 32 @ 172
[] Grado SR-60 79 For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste ® ® 200 32 @ 194
Grado SR-125 150 What these ‘phones lack in style they make up for ten-fold in musical quality o [ ] 200 32 186
[®] Grado SR-225 200 Warm, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music L ] L ] 200 32 163
Grado SR-325 300 Elegant sound across the frequency spectrum; let down by old fashioned ear-piece design ® e 200 32 @ 205
JVCHA-G77 40 | Too coloured for general recommendation, and lacking detail ® o 260 32 @ 219
JVC HA-W60 49 Remarkable lack of interference and hiss ameliorates adequate sound of this cordless design [ ] ® 165 R @ 172
® IVC HA-W200RF 75 Distinct lack of hiss from these FM cordless ‘phones ensures that detail and depth are easily heard ® -® 280 20000 ® 186
JVC HA-DX3 200 Great headphone with a rich bass, careful mid-range and high comfort factor L ® 340 9% @ 205
Koss TD/80 50 Oodles of bass but with a recessed midband; tiresome on the head with prolonged wearing L] ® 250 60 @ 194
Koss R/200 80 Basic sound is OK, but sensitivity is too low to be useful. Features stereo width control e o 210 60 @ 219
Koss R/100 100 Rather cheap looking ‘phones that supply good detail but are severely lacking in midrange excitement L] ® 215 60 @ 186
Precide Ergo Model 2 140 Still has much of the spaciousness of the Float from which it is derived, but coarse mid/top ® 380 100 163
[¥] Philips HP890 66 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone e o 330 32 e 219
Philips HP910 80 Ergonomically good but suffers from a muffled mid-range and over excited bass , ® @ 247 32 @ 205
Sennheiser 1S 380 55 As close as you'll get to real hi-fi with infra-red phones at this price. Inevitable hiss spoils the illusion [ ] ® 192 R @ 172
Sennheiser HD570 Symphony 90 A little lightweight in sound, and prone to sibilance - but detailed, and comfortable to wear ® o 210 64 ® 219
[3] Sennheiser HD 545 125 Fine all-rounder that takes all styles of music in its stride. Ear-clamping headband e o 255 150 @ (1>
[2] Sennheiser HD 565 Ovation 150 Wide bandwidth design which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable e o 255 150 @ 157
Sennheiser HD590 : 160 Assured and confident player with very low colouration and great comfort ® o 270 120 ® 205
Sennheiser HE 60/HEV70/UK 998 Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with a pure midband, but top end is sibilant and edgy e e o 260 N/A 163
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Sony MDR-CD480 Generally neutral and nicely detailed: comfortable too e e 25%0 40 @ 219
Sony MDR-V700D) ing fold-away ‘phones with exceptional build quality. Kickin' bass o ® 300 24 e 19
Sony MDR-CD 2000 L nake for sweaty listening. Pure mid-tones, but weightless bass ® o 300 32 @ 205
Technics RP-F500 40 bright for general recommendation, though they play along with gusto e o 225 40 @ 219
[¥¥]  Technics RP-F800 50 ortable budget model that sounds sublime with great dynamics e ® 160 40 e 205
Technics RP-DJ1200 130 Functional design with head-pulping bass and muggy tonal balance. Good job they're sweat-proof L] ® 230 32 O 172
[7] Stax System H 400 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five star quality all the way ? e o 295 50- @ =205
[7] Stax Lambda Nova Basic 395 Refined, articulate, yet with real presence — and a notable bargain by electrostatic standards ® ® o 347 NA 163
Vivanco SR322 30 Weak design and uncomfortable, but redeems itself with substantial sound quality [ ] L] 248 32 @ 205
Vivanco SR222S 30 Not that subtle, but high fun factor compensétes L] L] 250 (32 @ 2%
Vivanco Cyberwave FMH3000 40 The only cordless ‘phone to offer genuine walkabout freedofn, but sounds like a cheap FM tuner L ] ® 210 M @ 172
Vivanco IR5800 50 Co ly musical infra-red design. Doesn't reach for sonic heights so hiss can be forgiven L J 12 26 IR @ 172
[&] Vivanco SR950 80 Cuddly feel and sound make these an enjoyable pair of ‘phones 252 {92 194
Vivanco FM7980 80 A fair amount of whine and crackle detracts from 'phones which are otherwise very listenable o ® 280 9,000 ® 186
Vivanco FM8180 99 Well thought-out features and a better than average sound are, at times, marred by intrusive hiss L ] ® 240 9000 ® 186
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+[ %] Acoustic Energy Aegis One 150 At a new low price, this has a very natural and transparent midband, erring a little on the dull side 19,36.5,24 87 6 40 [ ] 187
[%] Acoustic Energy Aegis Two 250 | Floorstanding variation on the Aegis One theme, with a neutral, even and detailed if slightly shiny sound 198724 @ 89 8 40 [ ] 201
Acoustic Energy Aegis Three 350 | Clean and capable 2.5-way budget floorstander with fine dynamic range but some mid-bass excess. Mass-loaded 19.593,25 @ .- 90 5 25 ° 215
Acoustic Energy AE120SE Attractive styling and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance, and a difficult amp load 189728 @ 895 10 25 [ ] 199
[®] Acoustic Energy AE520 Could be more neutral, but high-class build is reflected in a high-class sound. Very elegant too 219830 @ 91 3 25 [ ] 190
AR Ehtry 2 Metal cone stand-mount has a generous peﬁorman(e envelope, but sound dﬁa\ﬁy was controversial 20,33,29 . 90 4 22 [ ] 201
ALR Jordan Note 3 Very substantial, with tuneable ABR for better room matching. Sounds good but could be more neutral 2453732 89 5 30 ® 211
ALR Jordan Note 7 A beguiling Anglo-German collaboration delivers metal-cone precision with fine dynamic range 2510732 @ 92 4 25 L] 196
[%] ARS20 Classic stand-mount might not have the most dynamic sound around, but it's an honest and effective musical communicator 20,37,28 90 4 28 ® 215
AR 15 Neat and chunky wall/stand-mount certainly knows how to rock and roll, less convincing on the delicate stuff '22,3'7,i2 ; 90 4 45 ® 201
[¥] Arcaydis Concept 2 Solid oak floorstander is a little lazy sounding, but is well balanced and smooth with modest coloration 199026 @ 86 7 25 [ ] 21
ATC SCM10 1,000 | A compact speaker with good transparency but lightweight bass 18,38,25.5 80 8 65 L ] 192
ATC T16 750 Compact active 'home studio monitor" in colourful cast box,with considerable loudness potential 27,4533 A A 45 [ ] 214
[#] ATCSCM20 SL 51 Not too transparent but has great dynamic grip and bass to die for. Needs a powerful amp 7274,44,33 784 5 65 L] 219
T_C] ATC SCM10A | Stylish, active power houses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 23,3931 A A 45 [ ] 21
ATC SCM50A SL | 350 Watts of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 35,71.6,48 A A 38 [ ] 218
ATC SCM70A SL : | Stylish aluminium casework disguises dynamic grip, tracking and precision that equals the very best 1274046 @ A A 20 [ ] 205
[%] Audio Gem Emerald 540 | Pretty, compact floorstander with lively if lightweight sound 189421 @ 87 6 40 [ ] 164
[#] Audio Note AZ One A4 A fine partner for low power valve amps, it delivers music with great gusto and enthusiasm, but also more than its fair share of coloration 23,8329 @ 92 6 30 L ] 215
[%] Audio Note AN-E/D | This classic large stand-mount might have throwback aesthetics, but it delivers an exceptional allround sound 36,79,28 92 4 20 L ] 204
[¥] Audio Note AN-J/SPe 1,675 | Retro styling but a vigorous and dynamic performer that creates fine musical tension 33585245 90 5 38 [ ] 219
Audiovector C2 799 ‘ Elegant two-and-a-half-way has a big, full bandwidth sound, but midband seemed a little underdeveloped 19,10627 @ 90 4 20 L J 190
[7] Audiovector M2 1,399 ; High-class, smooth and slightly laid-back performer has driving bass. It's upgradable, too 2010230 @ 89 4 22 [ ] 180
[%] AVI NuNeutron 500 [ A smooth and subtle though pricey sub-miniature, albeit with the inevitable limitations of the breed 14,27,23 86 4 50 [ 190
[%] AvI Biggatron Red Spot 559 | Good bass coherence and timing, but the lean and decidedly forward balance won't be to every taste 19.5,37,30 88 7 30 L] M1
AVI Positron 899 This ‘mini-floorstander” is capable of great precision and delicacy, but in a rather small-scale way 17574245 @ 85 6 40 L] 174
B&W 601 S2 200 A smooth and sophisticated stand-mount combines good drive with fine neutrality 20.5,36,23 89 4 30 [ ] 207
[F7] B&W 602 S2 300 Large stand-mount has fine dynamic literacy and good communication skills at a very competitive price 23549,29 90 5 28 L J 201
[%] B&W 6032 550 Capable of being driven seriously loud, but the cautious balance seems less happy playing at low levels 2358729 @ 91 4 22 1] 193
B&W CDM-1NT 750 An uncommonly stylish and sonically self-effacing stand-mount that should be very easy to live with 22,4029 89 7 30 L ] 208
B&W CM4 900 Beautifully styled trend-setting floorstander has a big but rather dull sound 209129 @ 91 3 35 P 219
B&W CDM-7NT 1,250 | A very classy floorstander, in sound as well as looks, with fine bass drive, authority and overall neutrality 229529 @ 90 6 20 [ ] 208
[%] B&W Nautilus 805 1,400 A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and ‘unboxy’, delivering loads of detail 24,4231 89 12 28 @ 199
B&W Nautilus 803 3,500 Classy looking three-way with impressively deep bass, wide dynamic range and a laid-back balance 2910842 @® 89 3 20 [ ] 210
B&W Nautilus 804 2,500 | The prettiest Nautilus has tremendous clarity and imaging but lacks the welly of bigger models 24015245 @ 89 8 38 L] 200
B&W Nautilus 802 6,000 Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder's art, needs real power but gives real sound 39,1115 @ 91 8 34 L] 183
B&W Nautilus 801 8,500 | The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 52,1169 @ 91 8 34 ° 186
Blueroom Minipod 249 The Minipod can show its competitors a thing or two about freedom from boxiness and looks fab 18,34,17 91 4 50 L ] 193
BC Acoustique Araxe 1,300 Neat compact floorstander is a very lively communicator, if a little short of deep bass grunt 219230 @ 9% 3 40 L 204
[¥] Cabasse Farella 400 950 Exciting but very upfront-and-in-yer-face sound. High sensitivity, fine build and good dynamic drive 269232 @ 92 5 28 L ] 180
Carlsson 0A52.2 1,500 Ultra-discreet design integrates cleverly with the listening room. Impressively unboxy, but sounds a bit thin 41537 @ 9 8 20 ] 195
Castle Richmond 250 Tiny real-wood miniature has a lightweight but very coherent sound, a bit in;yer—(ace but plenty of fun o 17.33,20 90 5 50 L] 201
Castle Inversion 15 425 This striking looking standmount is a good all-rounder, commendably free from boxiness 22,42,25 91 4 30 ® 193
Castle Severn 2SE 700 Pretty little floorstander is lively and communicative, if a little coloured in the voice band 218424 @ 88 6 28 ® 204
[¥7] Castle Harlech S2 1,000 Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good looking too 20933 © 89 6 50 [ ] 219
Castle Inversion 100 1,975 Large semi-omni design with gorgeous Art Deco styling, sounds open but bass alignment is ill-tuned 26511145 @ 91 8 20 ® 1%
Celestion A Compact 600 Provided the room isn't too large and your tastes not too heavy, this is a charming little number 17,2421 : 90 3 45 [ ] 193
Celestion A1 899 Rich, warm and laid-back, but a true quality sound; lovely build 24,4135 88 6 25 [ ] 164
Celestion A2 1,500 Full-scale, big sound from ultra-elegant floorstander. Smooth and slightly laid back presentation 249339 @ 89 6 22 L ) 180
Chario Syntar 100 249 Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 18,3221 87 6 45 e | 170
[®] Chario Hiper 1000 300 Classy looking standmount has a sweet, easygoing sound with fine midband voicing 18,35,28 87 4 45 [ ] 187
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Chario Constellation Lynx 550 Beautiful near-miniature is let down by a midband too laid back for its own good 20,36,26 87
Chario Academie Millennium 1 1,399 | Pretty but pricey, with a smooth even balance but limited dynamic expression 203131 i
Chario Academie Millennium 2 2,100 | Price includes stands. A showy speaker that lives up to its own hype 22,5335 90
_ Cyrus CLS70 800 Wonderfully striking styling, but presence is very laid back; likes playing loud 22,3332 87
CQyruslcon 2,500 | First high end NXT speaker with huge omni-directional soundstage. But they have limited dynamics and unusual imaging 3412529 @ 84
[7] Dali 606 400 A big bruiser at a tempting price. S;)unds refined and polite, but also packs some punch 2932 @
Dali Royal Menuet Mkl 429 Classy sub-miniature with a beautiful box and fine ingredients, but a little lacking in subtlety and excitement 16,2618
Dali Evidence 870 1,249 | Areal heavyweight, sonically and physically, and good for movies as well as music 24510636 @
Dali Grand Coupe 1,333 Big sounding stand-mount with laid back but clean and informative sound 234,29 8
[7] Dynaudio Audience 42 400 Expensive for a vinyl-covered miniature, but an aristocrat amongst the breed. Is there a better small speaker around for the price? 17,28.5,24 87
Dynaudio Audience72 1,100 | Very competent in most respects, but doesn't quite grab the attention; could be more communicative 209726 ® 89
[5] Dynaudio Contour 1.3 Mkii 1,198 | Stand-out performer amongst compact stand-mounts; neutral, with fine punch and dynamic range 20,38,29 88
[%] Dynaudio Contour 1.8 MkII 1,842 | Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box 219529 @ 85
Elac CL102 1l 599 Chunky floorstander with classy drivers has a neutral, slightly ‘shiny’ character, and could have more punch 20928 @ 88
Elac CL 310i Jet 800 It's pricey, and you can buy better performance for the money. Small speaker, good sound 123208282 86
Eltax Liberty 3+ 150 Bright, bassy, laid back and attractively evenhanded, but dynamically challenged. Big box for your dosh 20.53834 86
Eltax Linear Response 249 A curiously dumpy shape, but smooth, laid-back performer is easy on the ears, with fine tonal accuracy 53532 2 #5
Eltax Chroma Front 300 Gorgeous shiny styling package at an ultra-competitive price, suffers from an excess of rather flabby bass 199828 @ 87 4
Energy e:XL 25 400 Neat slimline design delivers a fine all round performance for the price, but could sound smoother 158731 @ 9% 4
Energy Veritas 2.2 1,295 Luxury 3-way stand-mount has unusual features, and a very clean, laid back sound with good bass 46,22,33 88 4
III EME! 202A 1,795 Very Pro-styling, a compact active monitor in BBC tradition - neutral, unboxy and laid-back 15,2}5,36 A A |
[77] Epos M12 499 Retains the beguiling midband coherence that made the ES12 such a favourite. A genuine class act, sonically and aesthetically 20,38,26 86 e
Gale 2i 140 Unspectacular sound and appearance fail to help this solid little miniature stand out from the crowd 22,4027 88 7
Genelec HT206 1,400 | Baby active monitor goes very loud for its size. Very neutral but a tad boxy 2031,24 A A
Heybrook Prima 2 159 Great openness, speed and timing. Sounds fresh and vital, though sometimes lacks scale and weight 20,29,18 87 6
Heybrook HB1 180 Good value but an uneven performer, the HB1 provides plenty of fun with the volume turned well up 213825 88 3
[F] Heybrook Heyleéte 200 Attractive traditional-style near-miniature with dass} main driver now has fine overall balance to match 19.5,30,22 88 R
[] Heybrook Optima- 259 A dumpy ugly duckling with a heart of gold. Deserves a better tweeter, but communicates well 28829 @® 9% 4
[]] Heybrook Heylios 269 Classically styled stand-mount has a fine balance of smoothﬁess and dynamics, plus real wood veneer 23.536,27 8 6 ®
Heybrook Uitima 649 Has the bass wallop to justify its dual hi-fifhome cinema roles, but doesn't excite 29729 @ 89 6 °
_Heybrook Duet 750 Looks slightly old-fashioned, sounds a bit coloured but its fine timing and fiveliness serve music well 23,43,30 88 1S5S @ B 199
Heybrook Octet 1,800 G’(r);)rd-rlroélr(}r'\g but p}l(ey floorstander with novel drivers and a fine ceramic-enclosure midband 249131 @ 90 6 25 o 180
Indigo Three 500 Cute 'n’ chunky standmount is an entertaining communicator. Great fun, despite some sonic weirdness 2330532 86 17 S248 L ) 199
[F] Infinity Alpha 30 300 Some sharpness and nasality, but fine musical literacy plus a good measure of dynamic expression adds up to a great value floorstander 228629 @ 89 4 30 )
Jamo Esbﬁ : 200 Nicely voiced, open midband but bottom end is a bit strong and amorphous 175,33,29 87 3 30 L] 207
~Jamo D830 1,400 Dynamically exciting and communicative, but lacks both smoothness and neutrality. Pricey too 24.5,38,32 88 5 30 o i 211
[F] JBLLX2 250 Invigorating, if a touch crude, this ébod-heanéa sbééker rebrodutes music with enthusiasm 22,40.27 87 8 40 L] 170
JBL Ti200 400 Very substantial standmount knows how to rock and roll, but can sound uncouth on more delicate material 21,4130 92 5 7404 e U 15}3/
JBL SVA1500 700 | A distinctive Pro-style bi-radial horn tweeter, with a fun sound, enlivened by a juicy bass thump 17.5,51,31 86 8 a9 e 174
JBL SVA 2100 125 | Monstrously \argerand brutish styling, goes very loud as well as deep. Fine focus but some boxiness 37,11452 @ 91 8 <20 @ 180
JBL LX70 550 Bassmeister supreme, shame the rest doesn't match up. Fine sensitivity but an itchy, scratchy treble 265943 ® 91 4 3 O 183
(28] JBL Xti40 500 Real wood and a cute shape, with a punchy driving bass, and a restrained overall balance 23831 @ 8 6 0 e 210
JMIab Electra 905 1,200 Compact but massively engineered, delivers a very classy sound with exceptional dynamic range 2354728 B 4 40” L4 204
D‘ JBL JMlab Cobalt 826 1,229 Big 3-way French floorstander is lively, informative and mostly neutral, if a tad bright 2210334 ® 91 3 B e - 219"
JMIab Micro Utopia 2,749 Superb top-of-the-line stand-mount with magnificent powers of analysis and communication; no deep bass 26!43,41 89 3 50 ® : 220
5] IMiab Mezzo Utopia 7,250 Looks good and sounds even better. A genuinely big speaker with fantastic coherence 3511547 @ 92 4 Rd 186
[F] JPW MLS10 i 130 Lots of good quality speaker for the price, but not an ideal match for cheap budget components 20,34,22 88 5 L] . 19
JPWMLI10 330 Loads of speaker for the money, plenty of headroom and loudness capability, but sounds dull i 2310430 @ 91 - ° = 183
JPW ML1010 400 A seriously substantial speaker for the price, and an obvious choice for those who like their music loud 22511540 @ 91 6 25 ® {10
KEF Cresta 2 149 A good looking/value package but sonically disappointing, and no match for the Q15 20.5,37,24 91 4 40 8 1%
KEF Q15.2 200 A vigorous and entertaining compact speaker that remains particularly well aligned for close-to-wall siting 20.531,27 89 3 0 e 07
KE‘F 03512 350 A very decent and good looking compact floorstander, but a pair of stand-mounted Q15.2s is likely to have the performance edge 2178527 @ %0 25 25 L] . 215
_ KEF Q55.2 500 Beefy vinyl-finished UniQ delivers loads of bass, but might have more control 218729 ® 90 4 . s e
KEF Reference One-Two 1,200 Limited low bass but bag; éf headroom. tcﬁerenr énd lively sound, but could be more transparent 2258735 @ 89 3 . ’
_KEF RDM Three 1,500 | Definitely a speaker aimed at long-term satisfaction rather than immediate impressiveness. Nice 24,0027 ® 90 B L]
KEF Reference Model 2 1,599 Classy, large floorstander that has massive headroom and clean mid-to-treble, but limited deep bass 2310334 @ 89 4 o
[%] Keswick Audio Torino 999 Good value, lively contender with distinctive styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother 69328 @ 90 4 @
Linn Kan 295 Great bass discrimination from size, ensuring a very informative, if slightly shut-in experience 19,31,19 86 4
Linn Katan Aktiv/LK140 2,325 Too small to have much grunt or loudness, but bright top is ;/ery sweet, clean and detailed 17,34,23 A A
7] Living Voice Auditorium 1,500 | Pretty, compact floorstander has wonderful coherence, high sensitivity and fine dynamic integrity 2159829 @ 91 4
Living Voice Avatar 2,500 | Dynamic and highly resolved yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 21510427 @ 91 8
Living Voice Avatar OBX-R 4,000 Discreet but extremely fine design with external crossover and an affinity with great amps and sources 21510427 @ 89 8
Magnat Vintage 320 350 Loads of speaker for your money, but the sound is thick, heavy and lacking in presence and authority 2510230 ® 90 4
‘M‘a‘g.jnat‘\llector 77 450 Tall, dark and a lot of speaker for the monéy Beautiful balance, but lacking in subtlety and transparency 2211529 @ 89 5
Magnat Vintage 710 800 Very competent but didn't particularly stand out; distinctive styling and slightly shiny sound 20-27,42,32 90 2
[X] Magnat Vintage 720 1,200 | Slightly crude in some respects but lots of heart, fine scale, decent dynamic coherence and integrity 2911332 @ 88 4
Nl\rllrar(in-lr.organ Prodigy 8,967 Combines the finesse of an electrostatic with the grunt of cleverly engineered cone bass to good effect 21971 e 91 4
e8] Meridiaﬁ M33 ; 1,495 Compact active wa\lrmou}{! pack; reharkab\e dynamic vigour into a very discreet package 15,3822 A A
Mirage FRX7 550 Neat slim floorstander has a heavy, laid back balance, probably better suited to movie than music reproduction 175932 ® 90 4
Mirage OM-5 3,000 | A meaty model that goes loud without distortion, digs deep with aplomb and creates plenty of depth of image 1333042 @ 90 6
Mirage OM-10-1 2,000 | Tall black omni-bi-pole has plenty of bounce and dynamic vigour, but is more room sensitive than most 2311830 @ 88 4
Mission 700 130 A lot of speaker for the money. Good bass weight and extension and goes loud with ease 183426 8
Mission 771e 200 Beautifully styled miniature has a delightfully voiced midband, and real wood finish too 1?,51,22 6
Mission m73 200 Sharply priced and good looking floorstander. Dynamics are a little limp, but it has a good overall balance. Excellent value for money 20, 3
Mission 780 299 Gorgeous miniature has a fine midband and clean, bright treble, slightly odd bottom end 16.5,28,27 6 6
Mission 773e 400 Beautifully designed slim floorstander could be more neutral but stil delivers an all-round entertaining sound 175882 @ 92 4
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Mission 774 500 Gorgeous floorstander is an entertaining communicator, despite some balance oddities (bright treble) [ ] & e 183
Mission 782 699 Ultra-compact floorstander has a glorious midband and slightly odd bass. Good communication skills 16.5, ,28‘ .’ 95 i . 199
Mission 775e 800 Lots of speaker for the money, and musically involving too, if a little short of serious weight and authority 25,11530 L] 3 2 o 204
Mission 783 1,000 | Plenty of bass weight, and a clean, articulate midrange, but the two don't quite seem to gel 20 33 5 e
Monitor Audio Bronze 2 180 A real corker, which combines solid material value for money with a fine all round sonic performance 3 207
Monitor Audio Bronze 3 270 Very similar to the Bronze 2, though not necessarily better. Good value with better dynamic expression than most of its ilk 4 3 215
Monitor Audio Silver Si 450 Great looking, sharply priced real wood floorstander, but bottom end lacks drive and tension 50.81{2_1 e 87 5 [ ] 210
Monitor Audio GR20 1,500 | Solid and confident design with all metal drivers and neutral if slightly uninspiring sound iO,QiSiéd ® 4}9} « 6 [ ] 212
Mordaunt-Short MS902 200 Gorgeous metal-finished budget stand-mount has a shiny sound to match its looks ;BS{,ZSNW & 1 ° 207
Naim Intro - 660 Great dynamic range and info retrieval, but thin, lacks warrﬁ[h 7 7 7 ‘ ;/GA_ 30 164
Naim (fe&é e 1,060 Involving sound, but rather forward and cold. Good Vclavityr,rbut some coloration and a lack of richness ) 8 2§ e 180
Naim NBL 6,648 Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative with an awesome dynamic range and dry, forward balance 29,71176,7;177” ® 389 - 4 20 [ ] & 200
[%] Neat Critique 2 445 Contemporary standmount has a clean, crisp sound w&h i(’)vei\} natural midband voidné - o 272.31./24:‘ B 86 . 6 50 . 183
[] Neat Mystique Mk2 575 This elegant package delivers a fine overall sound quality; some might find the top end too insistent 2?7,8615 [ ] ‘785 6 23 L[] ‘ 171
E[ Neat Neat Petite 1l 845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,30.5,20 86 5 30 A. 21
[@] NeatElite 1,195 A highly entertaining all-rounder, has a planar tweeter that sounds sweet, if not particularly smooth ;(588;18 [ J 83:5 6 25 e 195
NHT Super Zero 200 If tiny size is top priority, the Super Zero is worth considering. It looks nice and sounds articulate, but it definitely needs a subwoofer y 84 8 lbO ] ‘ 215
[F7] NHT Super One 250 A fine compromise between size and performance, sensitivity and hence loudness capability is modest 85 8 30 o - 170
[] NHT15 400 This compact standmount sounds much bigger than it has any right to. Good timing and communication skills 85 6 40 [ ] 177
[Z] NHT Super Two 550 Black and shiny compact three-way floorstander has marvellously even balance and good coherence : 87 - 85 =B e 199
Oheocha D2-Iso-5 2,500 Radical aluminium pawn shaped cabinets combine with multiple drivers make a subtle and refined sound 55,94,37 1 [ 89 8 36 & - 217
Opera Prima 495 Good-looking hardwood enclosure, plus fine mid and treble, but less satisfactory bass I9.M§1 i % 4 40 e 190
Origin Live Conqueror 1,650 Chunky floorstanding three-way has lovely cabinetwork andllvelysound but i\rﬁ;{ed deep bass 2‘4,94‘27 L] » 88 8 30 e 167
Orelle Swing 1,200 | A superb example of what an essentially small loudépeal;e} can do, with bags of brio and enthusiasm 1A8W10v128» L] : 8?7 8 & 45 e - 195
[] pmcTB2 700 A worthy and prettier successor to the TB1, which sets a high standard in its size/type class for neutrality and transparency 0,405,31 88 8 300 @ = 21
PMC LB1 999 Still fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic 8 65 40 - . = 199
[7] PmcFB1 1,275 Handsome floorstander has the lively coherence of a simple two-way alongside impressive bass weight and extension 20,105,31 ® 88 6 20 e 204
[7] PmcAML1 3,700 Sparkling active Pro monitor with serious attitude: ‘in yerria(e' lr)aiance',rv;/}lrrw gvératrdynami'csr 7 iO,AQ_jZ ¢ A A B ° — 214
ProAc Tablette 2000 Sig. 899 Beautifully veneered compact stand-mount is classically balanced, if a little on the bright side of neutral }79,36,26 87 6 30 ® £ 204
ProAc Studio 125 1,000 Pretty if pricey compact floorstander with a beautifully natural and neutral midband, and some bass thump 2694 2 @ 8] 8 28 ® 192
ProAc Reponse 1.5 1,790 | Gorgeous but pricey floorstander has lovely midband voicrur{gr but limited bandwidth resolution 19,98,2757” [ ] 86 7 35 § e [ 219
QLN Signature 1,000 | Attractive pyramidal standmount with heavy, laid-back balance but remarkably unboxy sound 27.37'35 ® 83 4 25 ® 167
Quad ESL-989 4,600 | A very 'different’ speaker experience, with magnificent midband transparency and imaging, but limited loudness capability | ) 783‘ 3 58 1 ‘ e 213
Red Rose Music R3 3,500 | Compact two-way with lovely veneer and ribbon tweeter: probably the most sophisticated small speaker ou{ there 2 6 87 4 46‘ ° 219
Rega Jura 450 Beefy sounding, chunky floorstander sounds very ‘direct (oubled‘ o ihe mﬂsi(, if a touch ‘boom’n’tizz’ iﬁ.SSZ %@ 9 ) ) WZ.% B . | BT
[F] RegaELA MK Il 498 Pretty smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb mrdbana and excellent communicative skills 35,8?,20 T 87 - 8”7 . l’wwor ® y 139
RMS Revelation Series 1 1,299 | Innovative metal-box compact with integral port/stand — clean with good timing but very laid-back balance 4 1 : 8 | 167
Royd Revalation RR2 1,199 Pretty little floorstander delivers genuinely deep bass without ‘thump'; lovely clean, open midband too : 4 g 221
[¥] Roksan Ojan 3X 995 Innovative low-line, two-way floorstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 8 2 e = 167
[*] Ruark Epilogue 269 Beautifully finished miniature with a lively balance and plrernlyr of thérfn; best suited to smaller rooms 8 47 § i 183
Ruark Sceptre 599 ‘Traditional’ cabinetwork with classy veneer and shiny gilt fixings, hampered by rather wayward sound balance 78 40 @ 174
Ruark Prologue One R 949 Strikingly contemporary compact floorstander is well voiced but a little lean in overall balance 5 25 - ® 204
[F] Ruark CL20 1,650 | This punchy rock'n'roller has plenty of drive and enthusiaém, but can sound aggressive 5 38” o 219
[3] Ruark Excalibur 7,000 A big, handsome speaker with a big, laid-back but open sound, rocking bass and loads of headroom 4 1 30 L ] 186
Snell K.5 795 Classy AV-ready stand mount is very solidly engineered. Sound is neutral but lacks excitement 6 »25' ® 190
[] Snell E5 Mk2 1,520 Large floorstander has serious deep bass extension, and also a delicate midband with low coloration 4 \20 - e | 21
Snell XA75ps 4,500 | Active bass floorstander with marvellous mid coherence, slighl\{/ suspect bass integration. 6 «275 ] ‘ 194
Soliloquy SM 2A3 1,095 | Fine match in balance, coherence, transparency and speed. \ﬂteﬁded for use with Cary CAD 2A3SE 8 45 1 . ! 19
Sonus Faber Concertino 599 A beautifully neutral loudspeaker in a beautiful Italian suit of clothes. Classy, if quite pricey 5 3 e 193
Sonus Faber Grand Piano Home 1,589 | Classy walnut'n'leather floorstander with fine engineering and lovely midband voicing F 90 ] 3 "2-5 ] L] 214
South Coast Speakers Lancelot 895 Pretty compact standmount has nice ribbon tweeter but sounds a bit soft and lacks dynamic vigour kd 8 /M4lS : L] 199
Spendor 2030 599 Discreet slimline floorstander with delicately coherent, laid-back sound 87’“ 8 730 [ ] 160
Spendor SP2/3e 1,295 Large stand-mount i polite to a fault, but has beautiful ‘hearthrougﬁ' transparency - a genuine classic £ 7é8v 8 50 ° 219
Spendor S9 2,500 Meaty three way with superb bass and explicit mid — one for detail fans 23,99:8:35 ® 9% 8 3 .7 = 223
TAG MclLaren F1 15,000 | Oddball aesthetics with accurate, unflappable, contrél\erdﬂéﬁrd' Eéﬁ%\étent sonic neutrality ;6,127,;87”7.7 87 87 25 L] —= 262
[(] Tannoy mx2 150 Surprisingly refined considering its very modest price: very communicative with outstanding midband delicacy 1;&5/,35.7257 89 4 45 L] 207
Tannoy Revolution 1 200 Pretty little mini-monitor is smooth, well mannered and polite to a fault, lacks dynamic expression 17,30A22 ] /86 4 30 o - 187
[] Tannoy mx3 300 A great all-round compromise at a very modest price, combining good looks with fine midband voicing lv387,26 * N 5 40 = 201
Tannoy mx4 350 Pretty 2.5-way has a clean and unboxy sound with respectable transparency, but lacks the dynamic grip and drive to make music really involving 18.5,96,26 3 20 @& 215
[]] Tannoy Revolution R2 350 Bargain price real wood floorstander is beautifully voiced 'and very even-handed, if a tad laid back ‘ 594244 4 - 20 . .7 ; ’1/93
Tannoy Revolution R3 550 Handsome real-wood floorstander does a decent job, but lacks the evenness of its smaller R2 brother 18510328 85 28 @ 199
] ia’nn’ory 6300 999 | Gorgeous-looking compact floorstander. And a fine all-round performer, t00 2452} | 6 /:26 = . = 167
Tannoy ST-100 1,200 | This supertweeter adds a subtle and delicate effect while also Broade}]lng the soundstage at a price :1;.1@5,{ - 8 ;NIA L ] 206
Tannoy TD10 5,000 Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 35,10i,37 6 8= O & 215
Tannoy Kingdom 12 6,000 | Something of a throwback, but great fun, with fine dynamics and authority, but a tricky amp load ;4:1;6,;{ 3 g L ¥ 213
Triangle Cometes 359 Communicative standmount has great midband dynamics, but the very bright top end might be intrusive 2240}9 4 e 193
Triangle Zephyr II 599 Loads of fun. Dramatic dynamics and righteous timing will give any hi-fi syﬁtem a wake-up call iZ,Qd,ZS 4 ® = ‘190
Triangle Antal XS 875 Ugly duckling has a rather tasty sound, with plenty of vigour and excitement 22.108,30 3 ® 219
Veritas H3 6,000 | Loads of fun with wonderful dynamic and temporal mtegﬂt’y from horn-loaded Lowther drivers 4 -
Vienna Acoustics Mozart 1,500 | Gorgeous slimline floorstander sounds very laid-back but very charming, and musically literate
Wilson benesch Discovery 5,500 | Innovative three way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom
Wilson benesch Bishop 20,000 | Deep and even bass sets new standards for cleanliness and clarity; lovely open midband too
Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 140 A good-hearted, lively and up-front performer that's a little lacking in subtlety and smoothness
W(dale Diamond 7.2 Anniversary 200 Lively and exuberant, but a tad untidy with it; can sound a bit cold and hard 9 | g
Wharfedale Pacific Pid0 500 A lot of speaker for the money, but bass is unruly, even in a large-sized room. The smaller Pi30 might give a better bottom-end balance 22111135 / 215
Zingali Overture 25 1,975 | Gorgeous, pricey, imposing standmount has a horn tweeter of great delicacy. Impressively weighty 30,57,38 195
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B&W ASW1000 499 ’ Bulky heavyweight is a high quality item, able to generate more bass output than music is likely to need 54415 @ A A0 @ 198
Jamo D8SUB 950 ’ Pretty but pricey, the D8SUB packs plenty of punch (for movie fans), but doesn't delve deep enough for music replay 45541455 A 30 210
M&K MX70 795 r Cutely compact and entertaining too, but lacks the ultimate extension to justify its high price 373230 @ A 25 210
Mission 7AS2 399 | Ugly if very effective at supplying very low bass, but filter could do with more flexibility higher up 563031 @ <20 O 198
Paradigm PDR-10 150 | Not much grip, drive or authority, but it doesn't get in the way and it is very cheap 3453642 @ A 25 210
Polk PSW430 400 \ A lot of subwoofer for your money, but lacks deep grunt and is more movie than music oriented 3854546 @ A 5 210
REL Q400E 1,000 | Aclass system, and good for movies, but has a tendency to thicken textures and add a bit too much ‘thump’ to music 39,42,43 A 16 217
REL Stadium ill 1,500 l It's a bulky piece of furniture but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 59, 56, 39 A 16 217
REL Strata Il 800 A little more bottom octave might have been preferable, but in terms of agility and coherence this is a fine hi-fi subwoofer 42,52,33 A 20 210
REL Q50 375 This good looking if bulky sub does the business with impressive flexibility and sonic self-effacement 42,5331 A 20 210
Ruark Log-Rhythm 775 Adds weight and scale with commendable discretion, making a positive contribution to the whole musical exposition 434343 @® A <20 210
Soliloquy 510 1,050 | (Active) Pretty subwoofer, cosmetically matching SM 2A3 speakers, pricey and mid-bass a bit strong 51,30546 @ A 25 e 196
SATELLITE & SUBWOOFER SYSTEMS
STATUS g PRODUCT g £ COMMENTS [ | X ' ' L 1
AE Aego2 300 Not quite a serious hi-fi speaker system, but a seriously fun type product for all th t (19x35x27cm sub) 7,10,9 A nfa 45 o 218
Bandor Trident Il 776 Loudness is limited, but overall sound is impressively homogeneous and coherent. (31x46x31cm sub) 12131012 s 6 35 o 218
Boston Micro 90 650 Lacks warmth but the midband is smooth and impressively evenhanded (37x36x39cm sub) 10,17,14 88 4 38 e 218
Cabasse Jupiter/lo 1,230 | A sub/sat combo that really competes with proper stereo speakers. Striking styling and stereo imaging (40x43x41cm sub) 15 diam 94 2 30 e 218
KEF KMS2002 499 Looks the business, but lacks deep ass and the presence/treble is also too restrained (32x36x32cm sub) 13,2314 85 3 45 o 218
Mission FS2 450 Intriguing NXT speaker technology has minimal visual impact, but lacks dynamic precision (32x47x25cm sub) 1352845 86 6 40 [ ] 218
NHT Super Zero/Sub One 1,000 | Decent enough, but not the prettiest nor the best value around for music replay - one for movie fans (40x41x42cm sub) 14,2314 84 8 30 L) 218
[%] Ruark Vita 100 900 | Not the cheapest sublsat, but certainly one of the most accomplished, sonically and visually (30x42x30cm sub) 11,2017 86 6 40 ® 218
SPECIFICATIONS
% g
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[7] Acoustic Energy Aegis Three 350 T High value floorstander has deep and even bass and a smooth neutrality thereafter 199025 @ 90 5 22 ® 198
[*] B&W LCR6 349 | Large, gutsy standmount intended for all-round AV use delivers fine performance as a stereo pair too 20.5,55,32 90 5 20 ® 198
B&W Nautilus package 6,500 ‘ This classy, laid-back package is arguably too good for current programming. Very bulky centre speaker var var nla 3 20 ® 210
Definitive Technology BP2X 595 | Pricey but effective bi-polar surround speaker, with unusually high sensitivity 2337,15 94 4 120 ® 198
Definitive Technology BP2004 1,700 ‘ Pricey bi-polar floorstander has a fine midband, let down by its built-in powered subwoofer 19,1043t @ 91 5 28 [ ] 198
Dynaudio LR/C 120 439 | Slim centre and front standmount, has an evenhandéd but rather laid back balance but lacks drive 16.5,57,31 89 5 5 e 198
Jamo Concert package 2,500 Lovely main speakers sonically overshadow the centre, while surrounds are a bit obvious too var var nfa 5 30 ® 210
[F7]  IBL Xti-series package 1,190 Hexagonal boxes all round, this package has decent authority and all round tension var  var nla 3 40 ® 210
KEF Q-series package 880 Cleverly designed, vinyl-finished UniQ package packs a goodly thump but centre and surrounds stand out var  var nla 3 25 ® 210
Mirage OM-series package 2,000 Bi bl ck and bouncy package with omni fronts has plenty of vigour but some coloration var var var nla 4 20 ® 210
[¥] Mission 77DS 199 \ Neat flush-mount surround speaker has no bass but a smooth midband and nicely restrained treble 34,26,12 2 4 120 ® 1%
Mission Cinema 8 package 1,400 \ Beautifully styled and cleverly designed package, but could have more grunt and drive for the price var var nla 4 30 ® 210
Polk RTE 1000p 1,300 | Tall elegant tower with built-in powered bass ‘subwoofer’ that needs using with d\s(ve;lon Bright but engaging 20,11035 @ 91 4 25 L] 198
Monitor Audio Silver series 1,000 Great looking conventionally styled package lacks something in dynamic drive and tension var var nla 4 30 ® 210
Mordaunt-Short Dedaration 500 1,600 | Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority but must be 5.1-connected var var nla nla 3 25 ® 210
[%] PMC FB1/TB2 package 2,485 Classy if bulky and pricey package has good transparency, coherence and weight var  var nfa 6 20 ° 210
Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 938 Classy real wood package does a good all round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight var  var  nla 4 25 ® 210
[¢] Tannoy mXAV4 package 500 Lacks grunt, grip and authority, but smooth and refined with seamless surround coherence var var nla 4 20 ® 7210 !
[] Tannoy Saturn S6LCR 400 A punchy compact standmount based on a serious cast-frame, pro-style dual-concentric driver 21,3829 89 6 25 198
[¢¢] Tannoy Saturn S6 500 | Fine value vinyl floorstander offers plenty of genuine grunt and real dynamic tension 218929 @ 91 4 20 [ ] 198
NTRE CHANNEL SPEAKER
STATUS g PRODUCT n £ !EOMNENTS L1 5 1 1 1 1
Acoustic Energy Aegis Centre 140 Good value centre-front speaker but a tad shut in and with a slightly obvious top end (price per speaker) 46,17,20 89 > 50 [ ] 198
B&W Nautilus HTM1 1,500 | Very bulky for a centre speaker, though very capable too - a little less laid back than its siblings 76,37,30 89 4 30 ® 210
Castle Keep 250 Substantial centre-front speaker based on Harlech drivers but with rather brighter voicing 48,17,29 88 8 £48 ® 198
[%] Definitive Technology CLR2002 595 Pricey, but undoubtedly one of the better centre-front speakers around, with fine timing and open voicing 555,17.531 90 4 40 @ 198
Jamo Concert Center 550 A decent balance match but lacks the class and grip of the Concert 8s, and is bulky and pricey too 55,22,30 87 5 1007 L ] 210
[] 8L xti10C 200 An elegant, cleverly designed centre and a good match for the 40s. Better value than most too 51,19.527 88 5 50 ® 210
KEF Q95C 200 This artfully designed UniQ centre looks much better than most on top of the TV set 40,17.17 89 3 10 ] 210
Mirage OM-C2 600 Large but discreet omni-bi-pole matches OM-10-1 well but lacks tight focus, and seems expensive 64,18.5,31 88 4 50 ® 210
Mission 77C 199 A good centre-front match for 77-series, the triple tweeter might be a curiosity, but voicing is very good 22,17, 91 4 10 S 1%
Mission 78C 350 Makes a good visual and sonic match for the 782, but quite pricey by comparison, given the ingredients 45,17,19 86 3 100 . é10
Monitor Audio Silver Centre 10i 300 Neat and good looking partner to the Silver Sis, but a little more forward, and quite expensive too 50,17.21 87 4 100 L ] 210
Mordaunt-Short MS 504 200 Smart yet discreet and a good match for the 502. Sounds clean and expressive, and is well priced 50,19,?0 88 3 120 [ ] 210
PMC TB2M/C 325 This bulky centre speaker is quite pricey, but it combines good transparency with some authority 40,20,31 87 6 50 ® 210
Polk CS 1000p 999 Monstrously large and heavy centre-front speaker, presumably for those with monstrous intentions 57,22;35 92 4 25 : . 1798
Rega Senta 185 The very compact Senta is sensibly priced, a bit bright maybe, but articulate and expressive 32,16,21 é9 4 1(20 L ] 210
[]] Tannoy mxc 100 Could be more exciting, but a very impressive centre speaker at an unusually reasonable price 42,1621 88 4 120 . 210
[(7] Tannoy Saturn S6C 200 A punchy compact standmount based on a serious cast-frame, pro-style dual-concentric driver 3821,29 89 6 25 L : 198
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Aiwa HS-PX307 30 So-s0 sound but an impressive features roster. Decent value overall Cassette o 204
[#] Aiwa AM-HX50 180 Neat play-back only personal with an impressively full-bodied sound, though short on detail MiniDisc L] 204
JVC XL-PG31 60 ‘Challenging’ looks and frankly unpleasant sound add up to a player that's best avoided. (@] 216
JVC XM-R700SL 250 The most expensive player here, but its in-yer-face sound and slab-like, heavy design make its value questionable MiniDisc o o 216
E] Kenwood DPC-X517 100 Clean, funky bass makes for an exciting sound; an attractive proposition, if you can stomach the looks (@] 216
D Panasonic RQ-SX71 70 A sleek aluminium body, decent sound and superb features Cassette ® 204
Panasonic RQ-SX91 80 A super-slick personal for well-heeled cassette users. Sound is rather bright Cassette ® 204
|Z| Panasonic SJ-MR220 180 The smallest MD recorder in the world, at the time of writing. Lacks some oomph but fully featured and good value MiniDisc o o 223
Panasonic SJ-MR100 250 Well built and nicely appointed, though performance is unremarkable at the price MiniDisc o o 204
[%] Philips ACT7582 15 A splash-proof body and an entertaining sound — the perfect CD personal for holiday japes (O] 204
[#] Sharp MD-MT877H 230 Pleasantly up-front sounding player in a sexy little package, well worth your attention if you like that kind of thing MiniDisc o o 216
B Sharp MD-MT888H 230 An MD personal that's packed with features and delivers a powerful, involving sound MiniDisc o o 223
Sony WM-EX404 35 Super-stylish but sonically flawed, with particularly uncomfortable earphones Cassette 204
[%] sony D-EJ925 150 Beautiful design matched with a beguiling sound — a clear Best Buy ()] [ ] 216
[7] sony MZ-G750 200 Light, simple to use, and with a relaxed and enjoyable sound, and with a tuner too! MiniDisc o o 216
[%] Sony MZ-R91 250 A petite and sexy beast with good sound and excellent facilities VMiniDisc o o 204
[#] Sony MZ-R900 250 Gorgeous little MD personal with a well-balanced sound. Makes great recordings but lacks a little punch MiniDisc ® o 223
INTERNET AUDIO
STATUS 4 PRODUCT g £y COMMENTS B . & & LA &
Aiwa MM-VX100 130 ‘ Aiwa's expertise in the personal stereo field is visible, but performance is only average Solid State ® @ M3 PRL 32MB 204
[%] Creative Labs Digital Jukebox 349 ‘ Smartly designed high-capacity portable with storage for over 1,000 tracks . Hard Drive L) Agnostic ~ USB  5.7GB 208
DigMedia Music Store 350 | Innovative CD/hard drive combo with optional solid state portable. MP3 with or without a computer CDHD L MP3 USB  54GB 208
Intel Pocket Concert 7 ‘ Big, substantial sound and large 128Mb built-in memory, but no expansion slots Solid State ® N MP3/WMA USB 128MB 223
JazPiper MV32P 125 | First wave player that looks good but sounds bright. Includes voice recording and phone book features Solid State [ ] MP3 PRL  32MB 195
LG MF-PD360 130 | Good looking and temptingly affordable, but features and performance are nothing special Soid State ® MP3 Use  32MB 208
LG AHA-FD770 200 Cassette and solid state personal in one — novel idea, poor execution SS/Cass ® O M3 PRL  32MB 204
Logix Evzone 219 Novell MP3 player that uses lomega Clik! discs for storage. Chunky but quite effective, and discs are much cheaper than memory cards Clik! Discs [ ] MP3WMA USB  40MB 213
E] Neo-25 420 Sparsely equipped but efficient hard drive portable with an exceptionally high potential capacity. Average in the sound department Hard Drive [ ] MP3 USB 10GB 213
Philips eXpanium EXP401 150 Neat little personal that plays 8cm CD-R discs, two-thirds the size of regular CDs. Use your computer’s CD writer to burn on MP3s, Mini-CD ® MP3/AAC  USB 223
Philips eXpanium EXP103 190 | The best MP3-CD personal, at least at the time of writing. .. An effective solution for MP§ on the move (€] MP3 213
Philips Rush SA126 250 ‘ Sound is a little thin and wishy-washy, and the fiddly controls and lack of remote make it difficult to use Solid State L ] MP3  USB/PRL 64MB 216
[#] Pine D'Music 120 ! Good build, solid sound and a voice recording mode make this a good first-time buy Soiid State ® MP3 PRL  32MB 195
Pontis SP504 158 | Notthe best aesthetically, but exceptionally good MP3 sound Soiid State ® MP3 USB  32MB 204
Rio 500 190 Well featured and a strong performer, though new generation Rios have now arrived Sokd State [ ] MP3 USB  64MB 195
Rio 600 169 | Neat design, strong future-proofing, good features and sound. Only its memory lets it down Soiid State L] Agnosic ~ USB 32MB 208
Rio 800 300 If you're interested in solid state, this player’s great sound and ease of use make it worth a look Sotd State ® O Agnostc USB  64MB 216
Samsung Yepp YP-30S 200 \ Tiny MP3 player with a solid, punchy sound. Some limitations but a cool design Solid State @ MP3 USB  64MB 223
Sanyo SSP-PD7 250 ‘ Cute but pricey with limited supplied memory, but sound is good and it's one of the first to employ AAC coding Sobd State ® MP3/AAC  USB  32MB 213
Schneider MPMan F20 99 ‘ The world's first MP3 personal. Basic but still good value Sohd State ® MP3 PRL  32MB 195
Smart Portable MP3 Disc Player 19 CD personal that also plays MP3 tracks burnt onto CD-R discs ()] MP3 208
Sony NW-MS7 249 A gorgeous little personal using Sony's Memory Stick storage. Good but pricey Soid State [ ] MP3ATRAC3 USB  64MB 208
Sorry NW-MS9 300 It's got size and simplidity on its side, but it's up-front, boomy sound is significantly below par Sohd State [ ] MPIAIRAC3 USB  64MB 216
[%] Sony MDC-PC3 350 ‘ A MiniDisc deck which hooks to a PC. Introduces cheap and flexible MD media to the world of MP3 MiniDisc [ MPIATRAC  USB 213
[#] Thomson Lyra Personal Jukebox 300 ‘ Neat portable with a big 10Gb capacity — enough for 1000s of MP3 tracks. Some control foibles but sounds good Hard Disc ® NMP3/MP3 ProUSB  10GB 223
SPECIFICATIONS
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[%]] Audio Note TT1/ARM1 594 Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high end performance at an affordable price [ ] 3345 ® © @ 203
Avid Acutus 4,995 Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings, don't sell your vinyl ‘til you've heard it on this! @ 3345 © @ 194
Clearaudio Reference 3,990 Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail, but can sound bold 2 33/45 144
[*] DNM Rota 2 5600 | Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on its own table L] 3345 @ ® O 14
[#] Dual C5415-2 160 No denying it's cheap and cheerful, but it does what it's paid for happily enough ® 33/45 ® O 214
Dual CS 455.1 220 Neat record player with automatic convenience (and 78rpm), but doesn’t match simpler manual rivals sonically [ ] 334578 @ © @ @ 203
[#] Dual 505-4 UK 250 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. It is slightly lacking in oomph ® 3345 @ e o 13
[#] Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,950 (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended [ ] 3345 ® © @ 91
[#] Linn LP12 Basik 1,100 | Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, thythm, timing etc. still top rank L ) 33 [ ] ® 103
[#] Linn LP12 Lingo 1,750 | The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains L 3345 @ @ 9
MothAlamo 285 Basically a Rega P2 with a Perspex platter: doesn't seem to justify the price difference ® 33/45 ® 214
[¥5] Michell Orbe SE 1,725 | A Superb tumtable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price L 33/45 @ 192
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[F] NAD533 220 Sonically a little crude, but musically satisfying results at a very modest price [ 33/45 ® ® o 03
[=] Noﬁs Analogue Spacedeck/Arm 750 No frills, just a first-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever o 33/45 e o ‘!759‘ :
[Z] Pro-ject2 300 Remarkably effective at the price, with decent timing and a generally well defined sound ® 33/45 __f&y o [fioE
Pro-ject Classic Cherry 450 A great looking turntable with a generous and dynamic sound, but lacks something in overall coherence L] 33145 LA 203
I;}o-jed I:erspective ; 750 Flexible facilities and competitive package, but performance of turntable alone is behind the best [ ] 3345 @ L ] 192
Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 850 Don't think of this as a deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi — it’s that good L] 3345 ® © @ 138
Rega 2 198 Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away [ ] 33/45 L a4
Rega P3 298 Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail L3 33/45 L] 214
Rega Planar 25 619 Great looking turntable has a silky smooth sound with exceptional midband coherence o 33/45 e - 203
Reson RS1 600 Supplied set-up and veadyrtuned, this unconventional deck is packed with mid-band detail . 33/45 e o 159
Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight [ ] 3345 @ @ 159
SME Model 10A 3,333 | Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly built (2 3345 @ @ @ 195
SME Model ZO.iA 4,863 | Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspepded deck with superb sound. Inc V arm o 334518 © @ @ 186
Thorens TD166 VI/UK/RB 400 ‘ Refined, solid sound with well-focused imagery; suitable for use with good MM/MC budget cartridges L d 3345 @ L ] R ‘!0<3m
Thorens TD146 VI 550 Tonearm not quite up to turntable’s potential; this semi-auto is much pricier than manual TD166 [ ] 3345 ®© © ® 20%
Thorens TD2001 700 Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could bé Eetler controlled ® 3345 @ { ] 15?
VPI HW19 Junior 650 A notably large and handsome turntable with good sound quality and considerable upgrade potential ® 3345 ® © @ 203
Well Tempered Record Player 850 Intriguing and challenging. Musically not ideal, but its limpid quality and lack of artificiality set standards [} 3345 @ @ 136
Well Tempered Reference 5,500 Superb mechanical stability and unflappability result in a clean reproduction ® 3345 ® @ @ 205
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[Ec] Allaerts MciB ¥ 1,295 Highly capable and entertaining Belgian cartridge that warrants the finest turntable and phono stage you can afford @ 05 . 203
1:] A:u&o Té(hnica AT110E 28 Excellent performance for the price, with little more than some mild coloration and a touch of hardness at high levels [ [ ] 45 6 214
Audio Technica AT-0CIML, 330 A well-finished cartridge with a sound that’s smoothly detailed, but also rather unexciting L] 04 8 192
[E] Clearaudio Signature 1,495 | A great all-round per ormer with fine dynamic vitality and a seductive midband intimacy ° 0.55 15 175
Denon DL103 100 Good performance in bass and good ‘life". Is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle detail L ] 0.1 6 103
Denon DL304 200 Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch altogether, and a bargain at the price [ ] 103
Dynavector DV-20X L 299 Articulate-sounding, with impressive treble resolve, though lightweight at times. Needs a high quality turntable and arm [ ] 0.25 86 19888
Dynavector Karat 17D2 mk2 450 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent [ ] 0.15 53 158
Dynavector XX-1L 998 Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm ® 0.25 12 84
Dynavector Te-Kaitora 1,698 | A real smoothie, but pricey. Worth checking out for its delicate laid-back transparency and low needle-talk [ ] 0.25 85 175
Dynavector DRT XV-1 2,500 Capable of conjuring one of the most tactile , three dimensional sound stages on the vinyl planet. Extremely entertaining [ ] 03 : 13 208
Goldring 1006 70 Disappointing sound, marred chiefly by persistent harshness which affects all but very quiet music 7 ) L] ® 6.5 7 214
Goldring 1012GX 79 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency coloration apparent o L ] 6.5 q 85
Goldring 1022GX 99 As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved (= L ] 6.5 o 85
Goldring Eroica LX 110 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative L ] 0.5 } 84
Goldring 1042 120 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though ® ® 6.5 6 91
Goldring Elite 220 The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound is not the cleanest L ] 0.5 8 103
Goldring Excel VX 525 Good bass drive but dull and imprecise higher up. An old-fashioned sound that falls short of the true high end o 0.45 8 175
[%] Grado Prestige Black 49 Capable of admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too [ ] [ ] 4 i 6 | 214
[E] Grado Prestige Gold 149 Rich sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge [ ] 4 6 158
Grado [{eference 995 Loads of tracking headroom but treble is limited. A p;ospect for mid-oriented valve amp users 1.7 6. ] 175
London Decca S Gold 399 Immediate and detailed, but coloured and nonlinear, with a questionable effect on records 5.6 . - 84
Lyra Lydian Beta 599 A thoroughly enjoyable cartridge — smooth, agile and dynamic in character [ ] 0.5 192
Lyra lydian 649 Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed @ 0.3 7- 7 158
Lyra Helikon 1095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons. Albeit fussy about vinyl quality . 0.5 8 i 2155
Lyra Parnassus D.C.t 1,895 A real little jewel of a cartridge, with many good qualities, but handicapped by a rather too obvious treble peak - L 0.22 10;5 175
Ortofon 510/P 38 For the price, a good blend of virtues — weight, clarity and neutrality ® [ ] 30 | & 85
Ortofon MC3 Turbo 130 The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle — take it as it comes o 33 4 103
Ortofon MC15 Super II 130 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and close up L] 035 7 103 -
Ortofon MC25E 180 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable [ J 0.5 1" 139
Oqofon MEZSEL 250 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP [ ] 0.5 1" 139
[7] ortofon ‘MC 10 Supreme 300 A full and cultured-sounding cartridge, with collective attributes far outweighing its shortcomings [ ] 0.5 f0.7 192
Ortofon MC30 Supreme 525 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings L4 0.5 107 158
[t2] Ortofon Rohmann 1,000 | Acdlass act in nearly every respect, with fine groove security and a very smooth and even-handed sound o 0.25 8.5 175
Ortofon MC300011 1,100 | A real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere — one of the very best o 0.12 10 84
Ortofon MC5000 1,500 Limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo L] 0.12 10 91
Rega Bias 42 Can sound a little hard and lacking bloom, though often exciting ® 5 4 214
Rega Elys 85 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is more detailed, accurate and convincing L d [ ] 5.0 5 67
Reson Reca 250 If you're after a high quality moving magnet cartridge, they don't get much better than this L ® 6.5 ‘6.3 192
Roksan Corus Black 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised ® [ ] 6.5 5 91
Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 A no-nonsense performer with engaging musical properties — one of the best around for less than £300 [ ] 25 A9 192 -
van den Hul MM-1 250 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through e ® 55 6 103
van den Hul DDT-Il 600 Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-Ii is a bit lazy L] 035 16 158
van den Hul MC-10 750 A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass [ ] 04 : 6 60
van den Hul MC-One 900 This extends all the positive qualities of the 10, but adds greater authority and scale — worth all the extra money @ 04 1 67 . 607”
van den Hul MC-Two 1,200 | MC-Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal - [ ] 04 6 72
van den Hul Frog 1,500 Seems to control/suppress surface noise better than its rivals. This delicate and subtle performer has great charm [ ] 055 7 175
[£] van den Hul G' hopper IIGLA 2,800 | Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available. It has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse [ ] 04 6 122
[7] Wilson benesch Matrix 786 Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive [ ) 0.58 6 158
[*] wilson benesch Carbon 1,573 | Carbon fibre body contributes to a delightfully clean and open midrange, and a quick, lively and coherent sound [ ] 0.45 7 175
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: Kuzma Stogi Ref 1,250 Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness High L] 79
[3] Linn Ekos 1,500 Superb, state-of-the-art design which builds significantly on predecessor’s strengths Med ® 2297 67
[] RegaRB250 109 The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural Low L ] 237 60
[7] Rega RB300 174 | Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables Low L ] 237 60
[5] Roksan Tabriz Basic 350 Targeted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases — a touch bright though Low L 240 91
[F] SME Series IV 983 Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration Low L 233 60
[5] SME SeriesV 1,461 Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price Low [ ] 233 60
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Aavik C4 200 Attractive wood finish stand with a very large footprint but sound is a little coloured 77 47 4 MDF 206
[%] Aavik Furniture A4 >350 Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 80.5 47 4 Wood 193
Apollo Symphony 245 Simple steel and glass stand which majors in excitement factor but lacks precision 73 46.5 [ 4 Glass 206
Apollo Soprano 275 Uninspiring looks and sonic performance that can be beaten at this price 68.5 455 4 Glass 193
Apollo Mezzo Soprano 340 Heavyweight contender packing a big sonic punch. Looks cool, but can contribute a bit of character 685 53.544 4 Glass 217
[¥] Atacama Europa 240 Stylish, expandable modular design with agreeable full-bodied sound — great value 67 486 4 Wood 193
D Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 [ ] 4 Glass 217
[7]] Audiophile Furniture Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities — a worthy upgrade 82 43 4 MDF 193
[%] Avid Isoschelf 1,100 An enthusiasts equipment support stand free from coloration if a little fiddly to set up 815 48 5 MDF 193
[] Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Stunning neutrality and detail from a well damped design. its performance makes the price tag seem rather good value 75 53545 4 MDF 217
Custom design E'lite E4 Fairly laid back for a glass/steel rack. Just loses out sonically to the competition 51 62,51 4 Glass 217
[#] Custom Design Aspect650 Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 66 46 [ ] 4 Glass 206
[¥] Elemental Audio Isotube X4 A hefty stand that demonstrates just how much difference a good support can make 90 49 [ ] 4 Glass 193
Kestrel Furniture Nightingale Well engineered furniture quality rack with thoughtful extras. Large with pleasing but not winning performance 911=62.553.5 5 Wood 217
Mana 4-tier The ultimate statement in steel and glass; adds resonance in a way you'll love or hate 87 45 ® 4 Glass 206
Projekt Furniture A4 An elegant support stand that blends in to any home environment with a laid-back sound 56 48 4  Wood 193
D Quadraspire Q4 Simple but modestly effective and very attractive 52 49 4 MDF 206
[*] Quadraspire Q4 Reference Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49395 4 Wood 217
Sonus System Elite Rather ugly and seems to offer little over and above cheaper steel and glass stands 68 50 L ] 4 Glass 206
Sound Organisation 2545 Budget price and great looks make this a great value stand 73 46 [ ] o Glass 193
D Sound Organisation 2560 | Excellent value rack, 5 shelves too! Well balanced and under £200 92 50,40 : 5 Glass 217
Soundstyle X$100 ‘ Less character than other similar strands, but sound is somewhat short on transparency 725 495 [ ] 4 Glass 206
Soundstyle Radius SR100 280 ‘ Stylish looks and a smooth sound 63.5 495 [ ] 4 Glass 193
[[]] standesign Design 4 190 An all-in-one support at a budget price with good sonic performance 885 508 [ ] 4 Glass 193
[] Towshend Seismic Sink Stand 900 Serious resolution and stunning isolation from air decoupled self levelling design. If you have the cash, buy one 61 53,39.5 4 MDF 217
SPEAKER STANDS
STATUS y PRODUCT g £ 5 COMMENTS T
Alphason Akros Il 60D 79 \ Good looking, well equipped with decent ingredients. Evenhanded but lacks dynamic enthusiasm 62 16.5 L ] 220
Alphason HDS 85 A reasonable stand with a smooth but rather bland sound balance. Good finish options 45-60 155,155 @ 189
Apollo Olympus 75 A popular stand and a decent performer, but unremarkable by today's standards 4060 15125 @ 189
Apollo A4/6 82 A pretty and robust design that sonically fails to stand out from the crowd 51,40.51 18 ® 202
[] Atacama Nexus 6 50 An excellent all round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 60,50 14518 @ 202
[5] AtacamaR724 150 Atacama uses its market strength to deliver a superbly appointed product at a very reasonable price 60 1517 @ L] 189
Atacama R724/Atabite 250 Good basic engineering plus plenty of mass results in a fine sounding stand at its price 61 16,215 @ L J 220
[F] Cyrus CLS50 stand 200 Unusualcombination of style and performance, and a definite contender in the right environment 64 17,19 220
[=] Custom Design R/S300 MkIl 100 A solid stand improving on the original with better focus and detail 61,56,51 16518 @ 202
[%] Elemental Isotube SZse 599 Stands of distinction, able to free the speaker’s sound from its box in a way budget stands simply can't 61 2321 @ [ ] 189
Gale t60 70 Neither the least expensive nor the prettiest, and the sound is undistinguished too 63 16.5 L] 220
Green Apple Diamond Bevel 225 Sounds soft, gentle and somewhat dulled at the top, but takes top honours for style 61 15 220
[¥] hne Cableway 399 Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean, sweet and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 63 17,20 @ 220
[=] JPW Hs1 120 A purposeful stand, a touch dry-sounding but particularly strong with bass. Great for rock and dance music 61 19,21 ® 189
[] Kudos S50 115 Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 61 1520 @ 220
[%] Mana Sound Base 175 The Sound Base plinth simply improves the sound of every speaker placed on it 8 29,32 202
Mission Stance 100 Detailed and open but needs a firm foundation to give its best 60 19,15 [ ] 202
Mission Stancette 60 Smart styling and finish combined with a very low price. Sounds OK considering 60 16522 @ 220
Mordaunt-Short Atlas 90 Shiny silver Atlas looks great, but sound doesn't transcend the very basic engineering 53 17.5 [ ] 220
[(]] Partington A-4 19 An oddball stand with a sound that's sheer class. More open and focused than most of the competition 50-100 1922 @ [ J 189
[#] Partington Dreadnought 100 Fully welded high class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 61 17,15 @ L 220
[#] Partington Dreadnought Ult. 299 Super heavyweight stand that is an open window to the speaker placed on it 63 205235 @ 202
Quadraspire QS speaker stand 150 Styled to match the company's equipment racks, a very decent sounding stand at a fair price 62 14 220
Russ Andrews Torlyte 599 Subtle and musical-sounding stands, though a touch more ‘pizzazz" is need for Recommendation at this price 61 33524 189
Sonus Systems Excel 110 Strong performance when filled with sand but design flaws let it down 6545 20,225 @ 202
[*] sound Organisation 2522 95 Very hefty build for the price helps deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 60 16 L ] 220
Sound Organisation 2524 69 A coherent-sounding stand with particular strengths in the midband, though quality drops at the frequency extremes 61 16,17 189
Sounﬂ Style Select 95 OK but not as good as its cheaper brother the 2522 59 16,17 [ ] 202
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SPEAKER STANDS &TUNERS THE DIRECTORY

Russ’ Free Tip o2

C ryskal Interconnect Range

All cables - yes, all cables - have signal
directionality, meaning that in one direction
the soun better than in the other.If a
cable isn't labelled as to its directionality it

These unique cables will

Why settle for
anyth
when you can something

this d!

¢

NEW Cryslal-Cu
£88 for 0.5m pair

is very simple to directionalise it with a
listening test. This is easier done with one
channel at a time.

Choose a piece of vocal music that has a
bright edginess to the voice. Listen to a
short passage (about 5 seconds), reverse the
cable under test and repeat the passage.
You will hear that in one direction the sound

astier, edgier etc., whilst the

smoother, sweeter, cleaner

and with better bass.

Easy wasn't it? Now do all your cables and
when you settle down to listen to the results
in stereo you will find that the sound stage
has become more stable, with improved
phase accuracy and 3-dimensionality. How’s
that for a free upgrade?

For more free tips read our catalogue!

give you a more relaxed and

- musical sound, improved soundstage

nd better bass. In the 'sound per

.
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Target HM60 106 ‘ A solid and well-built stand laid-back to the point of coma 40-70 16519 @ ’ 2972y -
Townshend Seismic Sink 499 ‘ Unique inflatable plinth that works well with decent floorstanders as well as standmounted speakers 4 38,48 202
SPECIFICATIONS
4
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STATUS g PRODUCT i g COMMENTS | | | | | I | ] L
[#] Cambridge T500 180 Very capable tuner suited to good and less good reception conditions FMML 64 e o 198
[7] Creek T43 399 Quality UK-made tuner offering classy sound in all areas at a very fair price MML 64 e 'a o
[] Cyrus FM7.5 400 Beautifully made and presented, with sound that's a small but worthwhile advance over budget models ™M 7 i L J
[#] DenonTU-260L Il 130 The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever MML 40 (] . o
[%] Denon TU-1500RD 250 A well balanced and clean sound with good bass and treble extension FMM 40 [ ] f ’ e
Magnum Dynalab FT11 499 All-analogue tuner: receives weak or tightly packed stations but loses out on noise and sonic neutrality 3 [ ]
[¢¢] Harman Kardon TU940 179 Good sound and particularly good signal recovery under tricky reception conditions 30 o [ ]
Leak Trough Line - GTA 300 A renovated classic with a style all of its own coupled with an emotive and gutsy performance 0 o
Linn Pekin 545 Smart and high-tech tuner which integrates well with Linn systems but offers less appealing performance out of that context 80 ®
[%] Linn Kremlin 2,600 Controversially good sound at a very high price 80 ® v
Marantz ST-17 600 Great looks, but sound let down by opagueness due to pilot-tone breakthrough 60 [}
[¢] Marantz ST-48 120 A classic budget model which manages a performance only just behind much more expensive models 60 [}
[¥5] Marantz ST6000 180 Another budget killer from Marantz, with sound well above its class and useful features 90 [ ]
[%] Myryad T-30 400 Attractive product that produces attractive sounds too: capable of very musical performance with a good aerial 29 L]
Myryad T-10 530 A very smart unit which works well and offers good rhythmic drive and vitality, albeit at a price 20
NAD C440 200 Rather polite sound, a little vague at times, that seldom offends but never excites 30 [ )
Pioneer F-504RDS 250 Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF performance; slightly disappointing sound 40 ®
Roksan Caspian 595 Neat facia with great ergonomics, but sound is not really any better than models at half the price 50 L J
Sony ST-SE500 140 A lot of features for the money, but sound lacks detail and has some coloration 30 .
Roksan Kandy KT-1 375 Well made but sound is a bit lacklustre and lags behind some budget models [}
Rotel RT-935AX 160 Good ergonomics and sound quality at a IEJhSiIC price, but limited features and RF selectivity 20
[®] Sony ST-SE570 130 Good honest budget tuner: loads of features, just a trifle bland 30 (]
Sony ST-SA3ES 250 Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to perform at its best 30 [ ]
Sony STS-B920S 180 Alittle hiss and image compression don't detract from the clean performance of this feature-packed tuner 730 [ ]
Thorens TRT2000 499 Not exactly neutral sounding, but nonetheless makes listening fun 59 [ ] L
DIGIT. NERS
STATUS g PRODUCT ' 3 COMMENTS [ 1 i 1 ' i
Arcam Alpha 10 DRT 800 ‘ The first DAB tuner and arguably still the best, but the system's still not perfect DAB i .
Arcam DT-81 650 A very smart and polished DAB performer DAB 16 I [
Arcam FMJ DT26 1,000 Metal-cased version of the Alpha 10 DAB, not so competitive now DAB prices are dropping DAB 7 .
Cymbol C-DAB 1 1,000 The first "high-end’ DAB tuner, although format is the ultimate limitation. Gorgeous finish DAB 8 [ ]
Psion Wavefinder 299 Bizarre-looking DAB tuner that requires a powerful PC to operate - great gadget, sound variable DAB [ ]
Radi DAB-606 199 Nice price, odd product. Awful to use and sounds rather gutless  DAB 30 o
Sony ST-D777ES 550 Smart and useful with DAB and FM in one box, but neither band really shines DABFM ML 99 (]
Technics ST-GT1000 500 Handy tuner that combines DAB, FM and AM in one unit and substantially lowers the price bar for DAB entry | a7 o
VideoLogic DRX-601E 300 Cheapest DAB tuner to date, and concedes little if anything to dearer models 710 [ ]
Videologic DRX-601ES 349 Tweaked version of 601E with modified frequency response: a matter of taste 10 [ )
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PRODUCTS ORIGINAL PRICE SALE PRICE SAVING % SAVING
HI-FI AMPLIFIERS

ARCAM.ALPHA1.AMP £229.90 £99.00 £130.90 57%
2x35w,Integrated Amp

MARANTZ.PM-47 £159.99 £49.00 £110.99 69%
2x40w,Tone Defeat Switch,Integrated Amp

MARANTZ.PM-66SE £229.99 £79.00 £150.99 66%
2x50w,integrated Amp PIONEER.A-105 £129.99 £49.00 £80.99 62%
2x30w,Integrated Amp ROTEL.RA920AX £119.95 £59.00 £60.95 51%
20w Rms, Integrated Amp,

TECHNICS.SE-A3000 +

Su-C3000 (Power & Pre Amp) £2,799.98 £1,000.00 £1,799.98 64%
Power Amp,2x140w(Din),Aa Output,

R-Core Transformer, Pre Amp,

S/N Ratio Upto 120db

TECHNICS.SU-C1000MK2 £299.95 £99.00 £200.95 67%
Pre Amp,Virtual Battery Operation,

Bamboo Capacitors

YAMAHA.AX-496 £239.99 £69.00 £170.99 1%
2x85w,Integrated Amp,Anti-Vib Chasis, A/B Speakers,Binding Posts

CD PLAYERS

ARCAM.ALPHA-MCD £399.90 £199.00 £200.90 50%
Multiplay Cd Player,6 Disc

ARCAM.ALPHAT7-SE.CD £299.90 £164.00 £135.90 45%
24 Bit Dac,Optical/Coax Output

ARCAM.ALPHA7.CD £329.90 £129.00 £200.90 61%
Alpha 7 Cd Player,Remote, Bit Stream Dac

ARCAM.ALPHAB-SE.CD £499.90 £225.00 £274.90 55%
Hdcd Dac

ARCAM.ALPHA8.CD £449.90 £199.00 £250.90 56%
Remote,20 Bit Pwm Dac

ARCAM.ALPHA9.CD £799.90 £299.00 £500.90 63%
Remote,24 Bit Dac

HARMAN/KARDON.FL8300 £309.99 £79.00 £230.99 75%
5 Disc Cd Player

KENW0O0D.DP-4090 £189.99 £49.00 £140.99 74%
1 Bit Dac,Drive,Cd Text,Variable Output

KENWO0O0D.DP-5090 £249.00 £69.00 £180.00 72%
24 Bit Dac,Drive, Cd Text Variable Output

KENWOOD.DP-R70 £269.99 £69.00 £200.99 74%
24 Bit Dac,8x Oversamplmg Vari-Out,Driv

KENWOOD.DPF-3010 £159.00 £49.00 £110.00 69%
1 Bit Dac,D.R.I.V.E.Remote

KENWOOD.DPF-R4010 £159.00 £49.00 £110.00 69%
1 Bit Dac, Remote 5 DISC Carousel

KENWOOD.DPF-R601 £199.00 £75.00 £124.00 62%
1 Bit Dac,D.R. IV E Cd Text,Remote 5 Disc Carousel

MARANTZ.CD-48 £199.99 £49.00 £150.99 75%
Cdm-12.3 Transport, Variable Output

MARANTZ.CD-671I £249.99 £69.00 £180.99 72%
Cdm-12.3 Transport,Hdam,Variable Output

PIONEER.PD-S505 £199.99 £49.00 £150.99 75%
Pioneer Pd-S505 Cd Player,Remote

PIONEER.PD-S505 Precission £419.99 £69.00 £350.99 84%
Audiophile Cd Player

SONY.CDP-XA20ES £449.99 £275.00 £174.99 39%
Frame & Beam Chasis,Current Pulse D/A

SONY.SCD-XB940.BLACK/SILVER £549.99 £199.00 £350.99 64%
Sacd,24bit Variable Coeffic Dig.Filtr

TECHNICS.SL-PG380A £99.95 £39.00 £60.95 61%
Single Tray No, Technics SI-Pg380a CD

YAMAHA.CDX-396 £129.99 £65.00 £64.99 50%
Cd-Rw Compatible

YAMAHA.CDX-493 £219.99 £49.00 £170.99 78%
Remote Volume

YAMAHA.CDX-496 £179.99 £89.00 £90.99 51%
Cd-Rw Compatible,Remote Volume Inc Headphone

CD RECORDERS

JVC.XL-R5000 £449.99 £199.00 £250.99 56%
Triple Tray Cd To Cdr,Cdrw,Opt Dig Out

PHILIPS.CDR880 £418.30 £99.00 £319.30 76%
Cd Recorder,Sample Rate Conversion

MINI DISC

SONY.MDS-JBI30 £299.99 £99.00 £200.99 67%
R-Core Transformer,Current Pulse DAC

SONY.MDS-JE440 £179.99 £79.00 £100.99 56%
24 Bit DAC,Coax Digital In

SONY.MDS-JE510 £249.99 £75.00 £174.99 70%
Minidisc Deck

SONY.MDS-JE640 £219.99 £219.99 100%

Keyboard Input,Pitch Control

CLEARANCE OF END OF LINE

PRODUCTS ORIGINAL PRICE SALE PRICE SAVING % SAVING
SPEAKERS

AE.100SE-PACK.CHERRY £759.99 £449.00 £310.99 1%
Av Pack NA NA Cherrywood

105se + 100se + 107se - Real Wood Veneer

AE100.BEECH £199.95 £99.00 £100.95 50%
Bookshelf Spkr,2 Way,Shielded,Beech

AE109.BLACK ASH £349.99 £99.00 £250.99 72%
Floor Standlng Speaker,Sheilded,3 Way,125W,Black Ash

B&W CDM2 BLACK ASH £399.95 £149.00 £250.95 63%
Book Shelf,2 Way

B&W DM302 BLACK ASH £149.95 £59.00 £90.95 61%
Book Shelf Speaker,2 Way

KEF.CODA-9.2 BLACK OR MAHOGONY £299.99 £99.00 £200.99 67%
Floor Standing Speaker,100w,Bass Reflex,2 Way

KEF Q15 BLACK ASH OR MAHOGONY £199.00 £79.00 £120.00 60%
BOOKSHELF SPEAKER,SHIELDED,100W,2 WAY

KEF Q35 BLACK ASH £349.99 £129.00 £220.99 63%
Floor Standing,Shielded,2 Way,100W

KEF Q55 MAHOGONY £499.99 £179.00 £320.99 64%
3 Way,Sheilded,Floor Standing, 150W

MONITOR AUDIO MONITOR 4 CHERRYWOOD

OR ROSEWO00D £499.95 £199.00 £300.95 60%
Floor Standing,35hz»26khz,89db,180W,3 Way

MONITOR AUDIO MONITOR 3 0AK £349.95 £149.00 £200.95 57%
Floor Standing,2 way,35hz-20khz,90db

MONITOR AUDIC MONITOR 2 BLACK ASH/CHERRY/0AK£249.95 £99.00 £150.95 60%
Book Shelf Speakers,100W,2 Way,50hz-20khz,90db

MISSION.70-BLACK £104.90 £49.00 £55.90 53%
Bookshelf Speakers

MISSION.700 £129.90 £49.00 £80.90 62%
Book Shelf Speaker,2 Way,75w,60hz-20khz,

MISSION.702E-BEECH £199.90 £149.00 £50.90 25%
Floor Standing Speaker,Shielded,2 Way.45hz-20khz

MISSION.7311 BLACK ASH £139.90 £39.00 £100.90 72%
Bookshelf Speaker,75w,2 Way

TANNOY.MERCURY-M3 CHERRY £229.99 £99.00 £130.99 57%
Floor Standing,6' Driver,Front Port,10-90w,2 Way

TANNOY.MERCURY-MM OR M4 - BLACK OR CHERRY 2299 99 £149.00 £150.99 50%
Floor Standing,2x130mm Bass Drivers, 100w,

TANNOY.P10 Cherrywood £299.99 £99.00 £200.99 67%
Bookshelf,2 Way,100W

TANNOY.SATURN-S6 £599.99 £300.00 £299.99 50%
Floor Standing Speakers,Dual Concentric Driver,120W

MINI & MIDI SYSTEMS

KENWOOD UD405 £399.95 £99.00 £300.95 75%
Mini System,s Disc,70w X 2,3d Sound

KENWO0O0D.XD-500 £309.99 £79.00 £230.99 75%
Mini System,Graphic Eq.,3 Way Speakers,3 Disc,2x 70w

MARANTZ.LAYLA £499.99 £99.00 £400.99 80%
Life Style System,2 Way SPeakers,2x 25w,Cd, Rds Clock

PIONEER.NS-7 .99 £99.00 £300.99 75%
Lifestyle System,Cd,Tun,Amp,Speakers,2x 55w

PIONEER.NS-7T.ROSEW00D £499.99 £125.00 £374.99 75%
Lifestyle System,Cd,Tun,Amp,Tape,Speakers,2x 55w

TECH.SCHDA710+SCHDX3 £1,199.99 £699.00 £500.99 42%
Mini System,Dvd Audio,Dolby Digital,Rds,Tape, 5x Spk

TECHNICS.SC-HD81 £599.99 £199.00 £400.99 67%
Micro system,5 Disk,2x 60w,Am/Fm,39 Presets,Dolby B

CASSETTE DECKS

MARANTZ.SD57 £199.90 £99.00 £100.90 50%
Single Deck,2head,Dolby S,B,C,Hx Pro

PIONEER.CT-S5505 £249.99 £119.00 £130.99 52%
Single Deck,Dolby B/C/S/Hx Pro,3 head

SONY.TC-KE240 £129.99 £89.00 £40.99 32%
Single Deck,AMS,Electric Counter,Dolby B/C

SONY.TCW-E525 £149.99 £75.00 £74.99 50%
Twin Deck,Ar,Independent Mechanism,Dolby B/C/Hx Pro

SONY.TCW-E825S £229.99 £115.00 £114.99 50%
Twin Deck,Dolby B/C/S Hx Pro

TECHNICS.RS-BX501 £149.99 £75.00 £74.99 50%
Single Deck,Auto Reverse,Dolby B/C/HX Pro

ARCAM.ALPHA7 £229.90 £99.00 £130.90 57%
FM/MW/LW, 24 Presets

HARMAN KAROON.TU930 £149.99 £50.00 £99.99 67%
Am/Fm,30 Presets

KENWOOD KT-3080 £179.99 £50.00 £129.99 72%
MW/LW/FM.40 Presets,Rds,Dual Antenna

PIONEER.F-204RDS £139.99 £50.00 £89.99 64%

Fm/Lw/Mw,Rds,30 Presets

SAVE UPTO 92% OF THE ORIGINAL SELLING PRICE

CUSTOMER SERVICE TECHNICAL ADVICE
All products come with a 12 months
Manufactures Guarantee. National Service
is available on all products. Also In-home
service on all non-portable items.

Call our highly trained sales staff before you
purchase to get the right advice first time,
with understandable answers.

861861

0% FINANCE
Up to 36 months interest free on selected
products. Or spread the cost over one of our
low rate finance options.

EXPRESS DELIVERY
We aim to deliver all stock items within
48hrs using our National Courier. Backed
by insurance giving you peace of mind.

i

ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PRICES CORRECT TIME OF PRINT ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. WHILST EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO MADE DELIVER GOODS AS SPECIFED, OCCASIONAL DELAYS MAY OCCUR. YOU MAY CANCEL AN ORDER WITHIN SEVEN WORKING DAYS OF DELIVERY (IN WRITING) AS LONG YOU HAVE TAKEN



Choosing a good

hi-fi dealer is the
most vital step in
acquiring the

system that is right for
you. This unique
directory gives full
information on
dealers able to help in
your area.

BATH/BRIS

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728.
Give your ears a new reference point for
the best sounds at any price. Forget
reviews and trying to put together a sys-
tem like a patchwork quilt with the 'best'
bits around. It's our job to do the assess-
ing, you judge the results. Come here, or
we'll come to you, and plan a system for
the future, even if you spread the pur-
chases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind,
save money and enjoy music. Just lis-
ten, and you'll know. CD: Accuphase,
Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced
Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc),
Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl:
Audio Synthesis, Basis, Clearaudio,
DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann
(Black  Cube), Michell, Sumiko,
Transfiguration. Amps: Accuphase,
Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology,
CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus,
Michell, Nagra, Pass, Sonneteer,
Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio
Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley,
Magneplanar, NEAT, Totem, Verity
Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, Magnum
Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co,
DNM, Hovland, Nordost, SonicLink,
Siltech, Yamamura Churchill. Mains:
Accuphase.

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4
Greyfriars, Bedford MK40 1HP. Tel:
01234 365165. Email:
richavbed@aol.com. FRIENDLY PER-
SONAL SERVICE. MULTI-ROOM
HOME INSTALL SPECIALISTS. FREE
HOME SURVEYS. Stockists of Arcam
FMJ, Audioquest, B&W, Bose,
Cabletalk, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz,
Mission, Moth, Optimum, Ortofon,
Pioneer, Pro-Ject, QED, REL, Rotel,
Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Target,
Teac, Van den Hul, Yamaha and more.
LISTENING ROOM. 0% FINANCE.
Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. CAR PARK AT
REAR OF SHOP.

BIRMINGHAM

SOUND ACADEMY, 111 The Parade,
Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham B72 1PU.
Tel: 0121 321 2445. Audio equipment
from leading and specialist brands, with
3 demo floors, home trials, home cinema
with instore demo theatre, evening
demos by appointment. In house service
dept. Mail order avail. Int. free credit
subject to status.Open 6 days 9am -
6pm. Late night Friday. Expert advice,
cable dressing and free installation. Also
at 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr

DEALER

Directory

Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 493499/
473499. [BADA|

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

HAZLEMERE AUDIO. Music Lovers -
the chance to increase your enjoyment
of music. Objective advice, comfortable
listening rooms, home demonstrations,
free installations, exceptional customer
service, and some of the world’s finest
equipment: Accuphase, ATC, Audio
Analogue, BKS, Clearaudio, Creek,
Crimson, DNM, Epos, Gamut, Nagra,
Passlabs, Opera, Ortofon, Rehdeko,
Resolution, Reson, Rockport, Sugden,
Totem, Triangle, Trilogy, Unison
Research. For an appointment (day or
evening) call High Wycombe (01494)
865829

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

SYSTEMS - Specialists in Sound. 28-
30 Burleigh Street, Cambridge CBH1
1DG. Tel: 01223 461518. Open Mon-Sat
9am-5.30pm. Stockists of Arcam, REL,
Denon, Mission, Yamaha, NAD,
Marantz, Technics, Rotel, Sony, Project,
Musical Fidelity, Ruark, Castle, Acoustic
Energy, Wharfdale, Myryad, Audioquest,
Soundstyle and much more.
Demonstration room available.

THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road,
Cambridge CB4 3BW. Tel: 01223
368305, fax: 01223 354975. Open Mon-
Sat 9-5.30pm. Sstreater@aol.com.
Interest free credit. Absolute Sounds,
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Bose, B&W
Nautilus, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn,
Loewe, Marantz, Mission, M &K,
Onkyo, Pioneer, ProAc, QED, Rega,
Sony, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha.  [E1:\s1Y

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester
CH2 3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel:
01244 344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi
and Home Cinema from quality manu-
facturers including Naim, Rega, Arcam,
Musical Fidelity, Rotel,Seleco
Projectors, Kef, Ruark, Densen,
Primare, Teac, JM Lab, Nakamichi,
Quadraspire, Celestion and Crimson.
We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest-
free credit and trade-in facilities, and
deliver and install systems throughout
Cheshire, Merseyside and North Wales.
Open Tues. - Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by
arrangement.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd,
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Audio
Visual specialists. Arcam, Bose, Boston,
B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, GLL,

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
the symbol of security

offer:

Harman-Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz,
Michell,  Mission, Mordaunt-Short,
Musical  Fidelity, Myryad, NAD,
Micromega, Quad, Rotel, Rogers,
Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, TDL,
UKD, Yamaha DSP member.
Demonstration room,
vice. Easy parking and motorway
access. Mastercard, Visa etc.

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd,
Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel: 0161 428 7887.

Please see entry under Greater
Manchester.
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway

Studios, Kingsway North, Warrington
WA1 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009, fax:
01925 825773. For the widest range of
high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family
business est. 35 years. 3 demo rooms,
inc. home cinema, home trials; deliver-
ies throughout NW; Mastercard, Visa,
credit facilities. Open 10-6; Send for free
map and/or 5 page sale list IBADA]

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West
Str, off West St Car Park, Congleton,
Cheshire. Tel: 01260 280017. E-mail:
mail @ hifishowrooms.co.uk. Web site:
hifishowrooms.co.uk. Naim Audio,
Audiolab, Rega, REL, Arcam, Technics,
KEF, NAD, Harman-Kardon, Yamaha,
Rotel, Lexicon, RCF, Millennium, NHT,
JBL, Onkyo, Sony, Marantz, Toshiba,
Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, Celestion,
Qed, Teac, Castle. Front and rear pro-
jection systems, 3 demonstration rooms,
1 A/V with 8ft screen, customer car park.
The North West's Premier Audio Visual
Specialist. Mastercard, Visa, Amex,
JCB. 9.15-5:30, Closed Sun/Mon.

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree
House, Mawgan, Helston, Cornwall,
TR12 6AX. Tel/fax: 01326 221372.
Email: nigel@soundsperfection.co.uk.
www.soundsperfection.co.uk. Alchemist,
Audio-note, Audio Spectrum, Avid Audio
Design (The Groove), Border Patrol,
Boston Acoustics, Cable Talk, Henley
Designs, Lexicon, Michell, Nordost,
Parasound, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Primare, Project Turntables,
REL, Roksan, SME, Sonic Frontiers,
Stands Unique, Philosophy, Audioquest,
Tannoy, Target, Teac, Thorens, V-Damp
Isolation, Unison Research, Audio
Analogue, J.M. Labs, Electrocompaniet,
Triangle, Trichord, Sugden, Tara-Labs.
Open 6 days a week Mon-Thurs 10-7,
Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road,

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

installation ser-

Members of the British Audio
Dealers Association are able to

@® Two year guarantee,

transferable to another BADA dealer should
the purchaser move more than 30 miles from
his/her original address

@ low cost five year guarantee option
@ proper demonstration facilities

@ seven day exchange or refund scheme if the
dealer's advice is taken on product selection

@ fully guaranteed service work
@ customer complaints procedure in the
event of problems
For more information contact BADA on
= 020 7226 4044

Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 01202
730865/380018. www.movement-
audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector, B&W,
Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus,
Denon, Densen, Lavardin, Marantz,
Mission (inc. FS series), NAD, Pioneer,
Roksan, REL, Rotel, Tannoy (inc.
Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo rooms, Hi
Fi and Home Cinema specialists, easy
parking on site, high quality used equip-
ment, massive range of audio and video
leads and connectors etc. Credit facili-
ties. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30. IBADA]

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne
Road, Moordown, Bournemouth,
Dorset. Tel: 01202 529988/ 520066.
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam,
B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Opera,
Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL, Roksan,
Rotel, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha: Home cin-
ema and Hi Fi specialists, full demo
facilities, friendly expert advice, home
demo and installation, easy parking,
credit facilities, Visa/Mastercard. Open
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.

SUTTONS HI-FIl, 18 Westover Road,
Bournemouth. Tel: 01202 555512.
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama,
Celestion, Cable Talk, Denon, Definitive
Audio, KEF, Linn, Meridian, Mission,
M+K, QED, Rotel, Sennheiser, Teac,
Sony, Talk Electronics, Tag Mclaren,
Wharfedale, Yamaha, DTS & Dolby
Digital, DVD. 2 single speaker listening
rooms, home demonstrations, free
installations.Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call

for details. ‘
WEYMOUTH HI-FIl, 33-35 Maiden
Street, Weymouth. Tel: 01305
785729/766345. www.movement-
audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Castle,
Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian,

Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Project, Quad, Rotel, Technics,
Yamaha plus large range of P.A. and DJ
audio and lighting, multi room and com-
mercial installation specialists, Home
Cinema and DVD, Projection TV and
plasma, 2 demo rooms, credit facilities,
Visa/ Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-
5.30

CHEW AND OSBORNE, 148 High
Street, Epping, Essex CM16 4AG. Tel:
01992 574242. 26 King Street, Saffron
Walden, Essex CB10 1ES. Tel: 01799
523728. Specialists in home entertain-
ment equipment for over 30 years.
Demo facilities in all branches with
extensive range of Hi-Fi & A/V products
including Yamaha, Pioneer, Sony,
Arcam, Bang and Olufsen, B&W,
Marantz, Tannoy, Cable Talk, Pro-Ject,
Nakamichi, NAD, Sennheiser, Loewe.



Full installation service available.
Interest free credit facilities. Service
department.

RAYLEIGH HI-FI. 44a High Street,
Rayleigh, Essex. Tel: 01268 779762.
Arcam, Atacama, Bose, Chord,
Copland, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Krell,
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe TVs, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Miller & Kreisel,
Naim, Ortofon, Parasound, Pioneer,
Proceed, Quad, QED, Rega, Roksan,
Rotel, Ruark, Revox, Seleco,
Sennheiser, Stands Unique, Stax,
Sugden, Tag McLaren, Target, Van Den
Hul, Wilson Benesch XLO Yamaha.
www.rayleighhifi.com BADA

RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 216 Moulsham St,

On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. Tel:
01245 265245.
BADA

RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 132-134 London
Road, Southend-on-Sea. Tel: 01702

435255.
BADA

RAYLEIGH HI-FI, at Dansk International
Furniture World, Lakeside Retail Park,
West Thurrock. Tel: 01708 680551 Open
on Sundays.

EMINENT AUDIO SOUTH. Are you as
happy as C.Mead? (Croft Vitale & Series
V) “The transparency, speed, timing,
clarity and sheer enjoyment is stunning.
| have heard American equipment at
over £5000 that does not sound a patch
on it” If not, ring us on 01708 755100 or
visit the Croft web-site at www.eminen-
taudio.co.uk

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO. 37 Whitecross Road,
Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081.
www.englishaudio.co.uk. Arcam, ATC,
B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, Elac,
Imerge, KEF, Loewe, Marantz, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, Primaire, Pro-ject,
REL, Rotel, Ruark, Stax, Teac, Vienna
Acoustics, Wadia, Wharfedale, Yamaha
and others. Single speaker demo room.
Home trial. Free install. Service dept.
Mastercard, Visa, Credit arranged. Open
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm.

HERTFORDSHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St,
Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 2DH. Tel:
01279 506576. 9-5.30 open 6 days,9-
8pm Thursdays. Absolute Sounds,
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Bose, B & W

Nautilus, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn,
Loewe, Marantz, Mission, Miller &
Kreisel, Naim, Onkyo, Pioneer, ProAc,
QED, Rega, Sony, Tag

McLaren,Yamaha. 0% credit. Web site:
www.audiofile.co.uk BADA

DARBY’S OF ST. ALBANS, 6 Market
Place, St. Albans, Herts. Tel: 01727
851596. Hert's premier Hi-Fi/AV special-
ists, est. 1946. Full home cinema
demonstration suite. Whether your
needs are large or small, we stock it all:
Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony,
B&O, Pioneer, REL, JVC, KEF
Reference, Mission-Cyrus, Ruark,
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Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free
delivery and installation. Open 9-6 Mon-
Sat. BADA

DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL, 6-8
Bancroft, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1JQ. Tel:
01462 452248, fax: 01462 458424.
Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, B&W, Cyrus,
Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac,
and many others. Hi-Fi listening room
and AN demo room. Workshop off
premises. Mastercard, Amex, Visa,
Diners. Interest free and instant credit.
Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. E-mail: davi-
dortonaudiovisual@ compuserve.com

KENT

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD,
DOVER HI-FI, 43 High Street, Dover.
Tel: 01304 207562. Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Denon, JBL, KEF, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic,
Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics,
Yamaha. A/V demo room. Full service
department. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Free
installation. Credit to £1000. Mastercard,
Visa, Switch, Electron. Established 29
years. Expert advice. Friendly service.

LANCASHIRE

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate,
off Hallgate, Wigan WN1 1NL. Tel:
01942 234202. For the best hi-fi and
home cinema products from quality
manufacturers including Naim, Rega,
Cyrus, NAD, KEF, Denon, Dynavector,
Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC, Project,
Quadraspire, Sim2 and Sanyo projec-
tors. We offer friendly advice, excellent
demonstration facilities, 0% finance, free
delivery and installation throughout the
North West. Opening hours 10.00 - 5.30
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by
appointment.

LEICESTERSHIRE

LEICESTER Hi FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St
Martins Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel:
0116 253 9753, fax: 0116 262 6097.
Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk. Email:
info@leicesterhifi.co.uk. Arcam, B&W,
Bryston, Chord Electronics, Copland,
Cyrus, Denon, Greig IK Loudspeakers,
KEF, Marantz, Michell, Miller & Kreisel,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Nautilus, Pioneer, PMC,
Project, Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Sony, Talk
Electronics, Tannoy, Teac, Technics,
Yamaha, etc. 4 listening areas/rooms
over 3 floors, we can demonstrate,
deliver andinstall. Hi/A/V and multiroom.
Credit facilities. All cards taken, open
Mon - Sat 9.30-5.30 BADA

ZOUCH AUDIO LTD, The Old Coach
House, Off South Street, Ashby De-La-
Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 1AN. Tel:
01530 414128. We have ranges of
equipment that will suit everyone from
the Hi-Fi newcomer to the most
demanding enthusiast. Advantage,
Aloia, Apollo, Argento, Audioquest,
Balanced Audio Technology, Boulder,
Burmester, Cabass, Clearaudio, Creek,
Croft, Ecosse, Epos, HNE, Hovland,
Kharma, Linn Classic, Lothx, Lumley

Loudspeakers, Magnat, Meadowlark
Loudspeakers, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Pass Labs, Project, Red Rose, Roksan,
SAT, Sonic Link, Sonus Systems,
Soundstyle, Sugden, Thule, Triangle,
Van Den Hul, Videologic, Vienna
Acoustics, VTL, Wadia. Open Tues-Sat
Only 3 minutes from junction 13A/M42.

LINCOLNSHIRE

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square,
Stamford, Lincs PE9 2AJ. Tel: 01780
762128. Aiwa, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad,
Technics, Yamaha, plus all major
speaker manufacturers. Expert advice,
comparator demonstrations on two
floors, part exchange, Hi-Fi purchased
for cash. No appointments necessary,
home trial facilities, free installation, ser-
vice department. Mastercard, Visa &
credit charge, finance available. Mon-
Sat 9-5.30pm, closed Thursdays.

LONDON

CHOICE HI-FI, London SW14. Tel: 020
8392 1959/1963, fax: 020 8392 1994, E-
mail: info@choice-hifi.com. The most
comprehensive range of new and sec-
ond hand equipment anywhere in the
country. Unique knowledge and experi-
ence in mid- to high-end systems and
equipment matching. Part exchange
welcome, upgrade service and interest
free credit available. Home installation
and multiroom specialists. Brands
include, but not limited to: Michell,
Lavardin, Trichord, Krell, Audio
Research, Wadia, Musical Fidelity,
Audible lllusions, Boulder, SME, Alon,
Tara Labs, ATC, XLO, Van den Hul,
Bryston, Target, Naim, Quad, Sonus
Faber, Wilson Audio, Martin Logan,
Meridian. If it's high-end and it's good,
we've got it. Others may sell you hi-fi, at
Choice we sell solutions.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248
Lee High Road, Lewisham, London
SE13 5PL. Tel: 020 8318 5755/ 020
8852 1321. Arcam, AVI, Denon, Linn,
Marantz, Mission, Naim, Rega, Rotel,
Sugden, etc. Two domestic style listen-
ing lounges. Appts required, service
dept, home trial facilities, interest free
credit, instant credit. Mastercard, Visa.
Open Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs.

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill
Street, London W1T 2JU. Tel: 020 7631
0472, fax: 020 7436 7165. E-mail:
help@ cornflake.co.uk. Open Tues-Sat
10-6, Thurs 10-7. The specialists in high
quality sound, be it for one room or
many more. They offer friendly advice,
and a full delivery and installation ser-
vice is available. Two listening rooms
with full A/V facilities demonstrating
Arcam, ATC, AVI, Barco, Bryston,
Dynaudio, Mark Levinson, Naim, Origin
Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, Royd,
Yamaha and more. Service department.
Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa and
worldwide mail order service. Still the
coolest Hi-Fi shop in London. www.corn-
flake.co.uk.

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard,
190a New North Rd, London N1. Tel:

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

020 7226 5500. Winner Sony/HFN
Greater  London Dealer  Award
1986/89/90. "One of the 5 best hi-fi
shops in the world". Arcam, Linn,
Meridian, Naim, Rega, etc. Systems
from £500. Free parking, 4 demo rooms,
service dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for
appointment.

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs
Road, Battersea SW11. Tel: 020 7924
2040. Juicy fruit from London's newest,
freshest hi-fi/home cinema retailer.
Telephone for demonstrations or just
pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and effi-
cient service, free home installation,
credit cards, 0% finance available, plus
all the very best from: Arcam, Cable
Talk, Chord Co, Demion, Denon
Lifestyle, Epos, NAD, Naim, Neat, QED
Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel,
Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Wilson Benesch, Yamaha with
more to come. The innovative
AudioVisual retailer. IBADA

THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road,
Bayswater, London W2 4AH. Tel: 020
7229 2077, fax: 020 7727 9348. Tube
Stations Queensway & Bayswater.
Parking meters available.
Demonstration room by appointment.
Stockists of Acoustic Energy, Bryston,

Cura, Linn, Loewe, Naim, Neat
Acoustics, Pioneer, PMC, Proac, Rega,
Teac, Cyrus, Denon. Payment via

Mastercard, Visa, cheques, cash and
interest free credit facilities (details on
request). Open 10.30am-6pm, Tuesday-
Saturday.

EMINENT AUDIO SOUTH. Are you as
happy as C.Mead? (Croft Vitale & Series
V) “The transparency, speed, timing,
clarity and sheer enjoyment is stunning.
| have heard American equipment at
over £5000 that does not sound a patch
on it” If not, ring us on 01708 755100 or
visit the Croft web-site at www.eminen-
taudio.co.uk

GREATER MANCHESTER

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road,
Oldham OL1 3LQ. Tel: 0161 633 2602,
fax: 0161 633 2502. Arcam, Audiolab,
Rega, Naim, Rotel, Royd, Marantz,
Sonus Faber, Ruark, Epos, Denon,
Yamaha, Bang & Olufsen. Free installa-
tion. Major credit cards and credit facili-
ties. Open Tuesday- Saturday 10-5.30, 8pm
on Thurs.

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate,
off Hallgate, Wigan WN1 1NL. Tel:
01942 234202. See main entry under
Lancashire.

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester
CH2 3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our
main entry under Cheshire.

MIDDLESEX

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road,
Hatchend, Middlesex HA5 4HR. Tel: 020
8420 1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B
& W, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus,
Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell,



Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridan, Michel,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
Naim, Panasonic, Pioneer, ProAc,
Project, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark,
Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag
McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics,
Theta, Yamaha. Excellent demonstra-
tion and home trial facilities. Free instal-
lation. Customised multi-room systems.
All major credit cards accepted. Full
credit facilities available. Tues - Sat
10.30-5.30, Thurs 10.30-6.30. [ETXoY)

WEST MIDLANDS

SOUND CINERGY, 37 High Street,
Aldridge WS9 8NL. Tel: 01922 457926.
Specialists in Home Entertainment.
Quality Hi-Fi / Audio Visual / Multi-Room
solutions and accessories from Acoustic
Energy, Apollo, Arcam, Atacama,
Boston, Linn, Linn Knekt, Loewe TV,
Marantz, NAD, Ortofon, Project, QED,
REL, Sennheiser, Stands Unique,
Systemline, Tannoy, Videologic. Finance
facilities. Free car parking. Tues. - Sat.
10 - 5.30. Web site: www.sound cin-
ergy.co.uk

SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street,
Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel:
01922 493499/ 473499. Audio equip-
ment from leading and specialist brands,
with 3 demo floors, home trials, home
cinema with instore demo theatre,
evening demos by appointment. In
house service dept. Mail order avail. Int.
free credit subject to status.Open 6 days
9am - 6pm. Late night Friday. Expert
advice, cable dressing and free installa-
tion. Also at 111 The Parade, Sutton
Coldfield, Birmingham B72 1PU. Tel:
0121 321 2445. [BADA|

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 8DL. Tel:
0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audio
Research, B & W, Castle, Celestion,
Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo,
KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer,
ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel,
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber,
Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics,
Theta, Yamaha. Excellent demonstra-
tion and home trial facilities. Free instal-
lation. Customised multi-room systems.
All major credit cards accepted. Full
credit facilities available. Tues - Sat
10.30-5.30, Thurs 10.30-6.30

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road,
Solihull, W. Midlands B92 8JL. Tel: 0121
742 0254. Tues - Sat 10.30-5.30 Thurs
10.30-6.30

MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street,
Stourbridge, W. Midlands BY8 1AB. Tel:
01384 444184. Tues - Sat 10.30-5.30
Thurs 10.30-6.30

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road,
Sutton Coldfield, W. Midlands B73 5DT.
Tel: 0121 354 2311. Tues - Sat 10.30-
5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton
Road, Stafford ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785
258216. See our main entry under
Staffordshire.
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NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School,
School Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14
8HG. Tel: 01508 570829. Arcam, Audio
Analogue, Bayer, Bryston, Cabletalk,
Chord Co., Opera Speakers, Denon,
Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook,
Naim, Opera, ProAc, PMC, Sound
Organisation, Rega, Royd, Soundstyle,
Teac, etc. 2 comprehensive demo
rooms. Home trial. Free installation.
Visa, Mastercard, HP facilities. 0%
Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day
Sat.

RIVER CROSSING AUDIO, The Old
Barn, Glandford, Holt, Norfolk NR25
7JP. Tel: 01263 741230. Open Tues-Sat
9am-6pm. Other times by appointment.
Leave the noise of the city behind! Our
showroom is a converted barn, situated
in a picturesque north Norfolk village
with ample off-road parking. We are
pleased to demonstrate systems includ-
ing Canary, Chord, CR Developments,
Densen, Fi-Rax, Michell, MVL, Myryad,
Rothwell, Veritas Loudspeakers (includ-
ing the award-winning H3) and many
others.

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road
North, Lowestoft NR32 1HB. Tel: 01502
582853. See main entry under Suffolk.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

LISTEN INN - KJ West One Group, 32
Gold Street, Northampton NN1 1RS. Tel:
01604 637871. The world’s finest hi-fi
and a/v equipment: Arcam, Copland,
Denon DiVA, FMJ, NAD, Naim, Pioneer,
Plasma, Rega, Rotel, Sennheiser,
Sonus Faber, Wilson Benesch. Audition
rooms, free parking, part exchange,
finance facilities. Open 10am-5.30pm
Mon-Sat (Closed Thursday). IBADA|

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time
buyer and the seasoned audiophile with
the same high level of care and interest.
Our aim is long term customer satisfac-
tion. We achieve this with impartial
advice, quality back-up service and a
genuine interest in your needs. We have
an established reputation for delivering
sound quality benchmarks with innova-
tion. Our range of carefully selected
brands includes Art Audio, Border Patrol,
Living Voice, Musical Fidelity, Wadia and
many more. We have extensive part-
exchanged stock. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-
6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. Visa/Mastercard
/Switch/Amex. For more information call
0115 973 3222 or fax 0115 973 3666.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115
978 6919. The area's oldest established
specialist (Est. 1969). Two superb
demonstration rooms, easy free parking.
Home cinema and multiroom. Stockists
of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon,
KEF, Linn, Loewe T.\V., Marantz,
Micromega, Michell, Mission-Cyrus,

Rotel, Sennheiser, Yamaha. Mon-Sat 9-
|[BADA|

5.30.
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OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford OX10 OEG. Tel: 01491
839305, fax: 01491 825024. Founded
1975. Great deals on Aura, B&W,
Denon, Dual, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz,
Mission, Mordaunt Short, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics,
Yamaha. Home trial, installation and
delivery service. Service dept on site. 2
yr guarantee on most products. Interest
free credit on selected items. 1 home
cinema room, 2 listening rooms.
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant
credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes &
C.Ds stocked.

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane,
Banbury OX16 8LR. Tel: 01295 272158.
Arcam, Bose, Cura, Denon, Linn
Products, Mission, Naim Audio, Quad,
Yamaha. For sensible unbiased advice,
call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb
demo facilities. Home cinema, multi-
room & commercial installations. No
appts nec, service dept, free install,
home trial. Mastercard, Visa, instant
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS,
Cantay Hse, Park End Street, Oxford
OX1 1JE. Tel: 01865 790879, fax: 01865
791665. E-mail: oxford.audio@btinter-
net.com. Quad, Denon, B&W, Pink
Triangle, Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD,
Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer,
Marantz, Copland, Teac, Audio
Analogue, Castle, Yamaha, Proac, REL.
Demo room. Home trial and free instal-
lation. Instant credit, Mastercard, Amex,
Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole,
Shrewsbury SY1 1EN. Tel: 01743
236055. Email sales @creative-
audio.co.uk, www.creative-audio.co.uk.
One of the largest ranges of quality
HiFi/Audio Visual equipment outside of
London. Arcam, Ash, Atacama,
Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, Cura,
Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Heybrook, KEF,
Mission, Onkyo, Optimum, NAD, Naim,
QED, Quad, Rega, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Teac, Wharfedale. Large selec-
tion of bargain special purchases avail-
able on most makes. Comfortable listen-
ing room, expert installation (including
multiroom and DVD home cinema), free
2 & 5 year warranties, selected used
equipment, part-exchange welcome,
specialist workshop facilities.
Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Amex and low
cost finance from £250 up to £15,000.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle
Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE. Tel:
01935 479361. 54 Bridge Street,
Taunton. Tel: 01823 326688. www.mike-
manning audio.co.uk. The HiFi and A/V
specialists. The best in HiFi from:
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Denon, Densen,
Heybrook, JM Lab, KEF, Loewe TV &
Video, Marantz, Naim Audio, NAD,
Pioneer, PMC, Rega, Rotel, Royd,
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Dedicated listen-
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ing lounge for relaxed and unpressured
demonstrations. Home installations on
most systems. Full service department.
Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit Closed
Mondays

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton
Road, Stafford ST17 4AH.
www.acoustica.co.uk.  Tel: 01785

258216. All that’s best in Hi-Fi and Home
Cinema from quality manufacturers
including Naim, B & W, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Rotel, Seleco Projectors, Kef,
Ruark, Densen, Primare, Teac, JM Lab,
Nakamichi, Quadraspire, Celestion and
Crimson. We offer friendly, helpful
advice, interest-free credit and trade-in
facilities, and deliver and install systems
throughout Staffordshire and the
Midlands. Opening hours Tues. - Sat.
10.30-6.00, evenings by arrangement.

SUFFOLK

ANGLIA AUDIO, The Street, Hessett,
Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk IP30 9AZ. Tel:
01359 270212. Hi-Fi and speaker centre
dedicated to quality hi-fi since 1971.
Open 10-6. Closed Wednesdays and
Sundays. Evening and Sunday demos
by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road
North, Lowestoft NR32 1HB. Tel: 01502
582853. The shop for real Hi-Fi sepa-
rates and home cinema. Refreshingly
different range as well as established
manufacturers. Hi-Fi from budget to
high-end, transistor & valve. A/V from
£100 to a £100,000 custom install.
Projection systems, DVD players and
movies. Separate demo room, range of
credit facilities, free fitting & the best and
friendliest service available. IBADA|

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd,
Ipswich IP1 2LU. Tel: 01473 217217.
Email: HiFi@eastern-audio.com. Giving
sound advice for over 25 years. Parking.
Demo room. Lots of free advice. Arcam,
Meridian, Denon, Quad, NAD, B&W,
Celestion, Project, KEF, Castle,
Technics, Top Tape, plus all the usual
and unusual leads, cables, stands,
racks, headphones, cartridges & styli

etc. BADA,

STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, Borough
Lane, Gt Finborough, Suffolk IP14 3AS.
Tel: 01449 675060 Specialist Hi-Fi
dealer with great products from Acoustic
Solutions, Alchemist, Atacama,
Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, DPA,
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Grado, JM
Labs, Kimber, Magnat, Neat, Nordost,
QED, SonicLink, Sonneteer, Sound
Organisation,  Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Van den Hul, other makes and
used equipment available, call us for
more details.

SURREY

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, Est
1962, 244-256 Station Road,
Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey KT15
2PS. Tel: 01932 854522/
832400/851753, fax 01932 832432.



Open 7 Days a week, Mon-Sat 9-6pm,
Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm. Large free car
park, fully equipped service department,
massive showroom. Arcam, Audio
Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Elac,
Jamo, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission,
NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad,
Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target,
Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale,
Yamaha home cinema, widescreen TV,
projection TV, Laserdisc. Int. free credit.
All major credit cards.

9 High Street, Hampton
Wick, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey.
Tel: 020 8943 3530. Arcam, Densen,
B&W Nautilus, Musical Technology,
Meridian, Linn, Naim Audio, Neat
Acoustics, Royd, Rega Research, Rotel,
Shahinian, Proceed & more. Single
speaker listening room. Appts pref, free
installation, service dept. Major credit
cards. Closed Mon, Tues-Fri 10.30-7.
Sat 10-6. BADA

3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU1
4RY. Tel: 01483 504801/ 304756. Mon-
Sat 9am-6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon,
Linn, Meridian, Mission/Cyrus, Kef,
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Primare, Proac,
Quad, REL, Rega, Rotel, Tag Mclaren,
Yamaha. Demo rooms for Hi-Fi’/home
cinema, parking, delivery & installation.
Service department on premises. Call
now. IBADA|

ROGERS HI-Fl, (Established 1940), The
Old House, 18 & 20 Church Street,
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1EW. Tel:
01483 425252. Email:
DaveRogers @rogershi-fi.co.uk. Castle,
Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Myryad, NAD, Rotel, Ruark,
Sennheiser, Tannoy, Teac, Thorens and
more. Demonstration room  with
inglenook fireplace, coffee on demand,
and not an attitude problem in sight!
Service department, delivery and instal-
lation, Mastercard/Visa/ Switch/Solo.
Open Monday-Saturday 9.30am-
5.30pm, later by appointment.

(Established 30
years), 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd,
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. Tel: 020
8654 1231/2040. Linn, Naim, Quad,
Meridian, Mission, Marantz, Denon,
Ruark, Tag Mclaren, Tannoy, Arcam,
KEF, Castle, Musical Fidelity. 3 demo
rooms including A/V room. Service dept,
free install, home trial facilities, appoint-
ments advisable. Mastercard, Visa,
Amex, interest free credit, instant credit.
Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Service dept.

SUSSEX (EAST)

69 London Road,
Brighton BN1 4JE. Tel: 01273 609431.
E-mail sales@jeffries.co.uk Hi-Fi, home
cinema and custom install specialists.
Range includes Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Atacama, Audio Technica, Beyer, Chord,
Cura, Denon, Dynavector, Goldring,
Grado, Ixos, Jamo, JBL, KEF, Linn, Linn
Knekt, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, MusiQ,
Musicworks, Naim, Nakamichi, Ortofon,
Panasonic, Partington, Projekt, QED,

Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Rotel,
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sonance,
Soundstyle, Sound  Organisation,

Systemline, Teac, Top Tape, Traxdata,

DEALER

Directory

Yamaha. 2 demo rooms. Open Tues-
Sat. Free parking, bus route, credit facil-
ities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best
Southern Dealer. Est 1935. www.jef-
fries.co.uk BAD

66/67 Upper
North Street, Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel:
01273 775978, fax: 01273 748419 E-
mail: email@powerplant.co.uk
Whatever your budget we can help you
choose from our carefully selected
range of today’s finest Hi-Fi and home
cinema equipment. Recommended
agencies include Arcam, ATC, B&W,
B&O, Cyrus, DEF Tech, Imerge, Linn,
Marantz, Mark Levinson, M & K, PMC,
ProAc, Rega, Revel, Ruark, QED,
Systemline, Tag MclLaren Audio,
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration facili-
ties, knowledgeable and friendly staff.
Multiroom specialist, CEDIA member.

Open Tues-Sat 10am-6pm. Late
evenings by appointment. All major
credit cards. Full credit facilities.

SUSSEX (WEST)

26 High Street, East
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel:
01342 328065.
www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home
cinema & multiroom specialists.
Authorised stockists of: Arcam (inc.
FMJ, DIVA & Alpha), ASH, The Chord
Company, Cyrus, KEF (inc. Reference),
Linn (inc. CD12 & Klimax), Loewe (inc.
Spherros), Marantz, Mission, Naim (inc.
CDS & NAP500), Pioneer, PMC,

Primaire, ProAc, Pro-ject, QED,
Quadraspire, Rel, Rotel, Ruark, SIM2
(inc. DLP), Sennheiser, Soundstyle,

Stands Unique, Tag Mclaren, TEAC,
Thorens & more. Probably the largest
demonstration stock in the South, with
three dedicated demonstration rooms
together with a friendly team of staff and
service facility. Finance available. 9.30-6
Mon-Sat.

BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est 1945),
Littlehampton Road, Worthing, (near
Thomas a Becket). Tel: 01903 264141.
E-mail: sales@bowersandwilkins.co.uk.
Web site: www.bowersandwilkins.co.uk.
1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local
parking. Acoustic Energy, B&W, Denon,
JBL, Marantz, NAD, Optimum, Philips,
Tannoy, Teac, Technics, and many more
in 4 demo rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and
home cinema, DVD and projection TV.
Service dept, installations. Open 6 days
a week. Mastercard, Visa, instant credit
to £1,000 subject to status.

TYNE AND WEAR

GLOBAL HI-FI CENTRE, 87 CLAYTON
STREET, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE
NE1 5PY. TEL 0191 230 3600 FAX:
0191 222 0286. Email: info@ globalhifi-
centre.com www.globalhificentre.com.
FOR THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION IN HI-
FI, CUSTOM DESIGN, INSTALLATION
OF HOME CINEMA & MULTI-ROOM
SYSTEMS, IT'S GOT TO BE GLOBAL
HI-FI CENTRE. COMPLIMENTARY
CONSULTANCY SERVICE OFFERING
QUALIFIED ADVICE FROM CONCEPT
TO DESIGN. THREE STATE-OF-THE-

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
the symbol of security

ART SHOWROOMS, INCLUDING A
SUPERB MULTI-ROOM FACILITY.
AUTHORISED DEALER FOR MAJOR
MANUFACTURERS INCLUDING ALL
THE LATEST GREATEST DOLBY
DIGITAL, D.T.S., THX AND EX SUR-
ROUND SOUND SYSTEMS. BRING
THE BIG SCREEN HOME WITH
PLASMA SCREENS, REAR PROJEC-
TION, WIDESCREEN TV’S, AND
LCD/DLP/CRT/ PROJECTION SYS-
TEMS. ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AUDIO
ANALOGUE, BOSE, BOSTON
ACOUSTICS, CURA, CREEK, CHORD
ELECTRONICS, DAVIS
PROJECTORS, DENON, ELAC,
FUJITSU PLASMA, HEYBROOK, JBL,
JVC, KEF, (INC. THX & KEF REFER-
ENCE), LINN, MARANTZ, MYRIAD,
NAKAMICHI, NAD, NHT, OPTIMUM,
PANASONIC, PARASOUND,
PIONEER, PROJECT AUDIO, REL,
ROKSAN, ROTEL, SELECO PROJEC-
TORS, SONY, TALK ELECTRONICS,
TANNOY, TEAC, TECHNICS, VESTAX,
VIENNA ACOUSTICS, YAMAHA. FOR
THE ULTIMATE HI-FI & HOME CINEMA
SOLUTION, GO GLOBAL, WE'RE
WITH YOU ALL THE WAY, FROM
STARTER KITS TO STATE-OF-THE-
ART SYSTEMS.

V!ig.lz.!

WILTSHIRE

15 Catherine Street,
Salisbury. Tel: 01722 322169/330841.
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam,
Audio Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord
Company, Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian (inc. Digital theatre),
Mission, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nordost, Opera, Project, QED, Rotel,
REL, Teac, Yamaha. Home Cinema and
Hi Fi specialists, multi room and com-
mercial installation specialists, service
dept. on site, high quality used equip-
ment, projection TV and plasma. 2 demo
rooms, credit facilities, Visa/Mastercard.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street,
Hedon, Hull, HU12 8JH. Tel 01482
891375. The North East’s premier dealer
in HI-FI, HOME CINEMA and MULTI-
ROOM. Authorised agents for Linn prod-
ucts, Rega, Cyrus, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, Denon, Marantz, Sony, B&W,
PMC, Spendor, Totem, Sonus Faber,
Musical Technology, Quadraspire,
BASE, Stands Unique, Soundstyle,
Arca, QED, The Chord Company,
Ecosse, Sonic Link, Geist, LOEWE tele-
vision. Open Mon-Sat, 9am-7pm (later if
required). Credit facilities and home
demonstrations available. Free car park-
ing as well as a relaxed and comfortable
environment assured.The North East's
friendliest dealer.

ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull HU1
3BA. Tel: 01482 587397. Hull's best Hi-
Fi store! From entry-level systems to
high-end exotica. Friendly service,
impartial advice, home demonstrations,
free installations, car parking, and the
best range of quality products includ-
ing...Audio Analogue, Acoustic Energy,
Audio Note, Audion, Densen, Denon,
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Dynaudio, EAR, Graff, NAD, Naim
Audio, Musical  Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Michell, Pioneer, Pro-Ac,
Rega, REL, Ruark, Sugden, Teac,
Unison Research, Yamaha and many
others. Open Mon-Sat. Instant credit
facilities available. Feel free to call for
more details.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

DONCASTER

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn,
Wakefield Road, Hampole, Doncaster
DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 727274/ 725550,
fax: 01302 727274. Email: info@thehi-
fistudios .freeserve.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home
cinema and multi-room experts. Musical
Fidelity, Tag McLaren,
Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark, Castle,
Teac, Unison Research, John Shearne,
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth,
Alchemist, NAD, Michell Turntables,
Nottingham Analogue Studios, Audio
Analogue, Living Voice, Exposure,
Densen, Lynwood Electronics, Celestion
(A Series only), Opera, Trichord
Research, Nordost, Stands Unique,
Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project,
Goldring, REL Subwoofers, Yamaha
A/V, Proceed Digital Cinema, Tag
McLaren & Denon Home Cinema prod-
ucts, plus others. Viewing and demon-
stration by appointment. Home trials and
free installation on hi-fi equipment.
Mastercard, Credit card and finance
facilities. Phone for more information.
10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 10am-5pm Sat.
Closed Sunday & Monday.

SCOTLAND

SOUNDS PERFECT. Hi-Fi at it's best.
26 St. Andrews Street, Dundee. Tel:
01382 266592, fax: 01382 229994, E-
mail: sales @ sounds-perfect.co.uk.
Exceptional quality and professional ser-
vice at Dundee’s premier Hi-Fi store.
Open 6 days a week. 10 - 7 Mon - Thurs,
10 - 6 Fri & Sat. Demonstrations are
available outside of these hours by
appointment. Main dealers for Arcam,
Rotel, Marantz, Technics, Roksan, Sony,
Musical Fidelity, Tannoy, Mission &
B&W.

WALES
NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester
CH2 3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our
main entry under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd,
Wrexham. Tel: 01978  364500.
Demonstration room, installation ser-
vice. Easy parking and motorway
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See main
entry under Cheshire.
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RING IT ON!

THE FANTASY CLASSIC COMES TO THE SCREEN

“I'd love to do Bond with a Tarantino script” Tony Scott
[ '

CALE

A Year of Screen §m—ns

»@gsﬂ (i | NEW PICTURES

Star Wars 2
Vanilla Sky

Black Hawk Down
The One

B January 2002
M Issue 60 -
N £300 PN

“A lot of fdm tried to cmqh

7() Pages O{ Adventure!
Elijah W 0od heads up the year’s biggest movie

¥ NG the set

THE ULTIMATE

2001 REVIEW

any Murphy A year of hits, misses
a Bonham Carter m{ celebrity mischief

VINNIE JONES KICKS OFF, TONY SCOTT TALKS SHOP &
THAT’S A WRAP ON 2001 - ALL IN THE NEW ISSUE OF TOTAL FILM

ON SALE NOW!




BACK ISSUES

‘HICHOICE
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CD RECORDING
SPECIAL ISSUE!

SEPT 2001/ISSUE 218

B CD recorders Bench Test

M Sat/sub speaker systems tested

W High-quality mains cables group test
WATC SCM50A SL active loudspeakers

0CT 2001/1SSU

of 8.~ and we've fosted hom -

ool I HERE: &b

i
u’

£219
W European Hi-Fi Awards
M High-end loudspeaker bench test
M Sub-£ 100 headphones group test
M Arcam’s FMJ DV27 DVD player

NOV 2001/ISSUE 220

W Biggest-ever DVD-A/SACD bench test
M Lifestyle systems

W 12 new speaker stands

W JMiab Micro Utopia

HIFICHOICE

oo rurens

THE YEARS

DEC 2001/ISSUE 221 ‘
B Multichannel SACD, DVD-A systems

B DVD players bench test

M FM and DAB tuners £130-£700

1B CD copy protection

23 ®) 75

BEST HH-FA

BEST BUYS/ISSUE 222
W The very best of 2001 including

B All the loudspeakers worth hearing
B (D, DVD and amps galore
M Al the accessories you'll ever need

HI-FICHOICE

DIGITAL RECORDING:
THE COMPLETE GINOE

E_

JAN 2002/ISSUE 223

I Digital audio recorders: buyer's bible
B Multichannel amps on the bench
M Turntables, phono stages, cartridges
M Analogue to CD-R recording

TO ORDER YOUR BACK ISSUES

YOUR DETAILS
Name
Address

E-mail address
Card Number
Expiry Date
Signed

UK READERS

Future Publishing Ltd,
freepost BS4 900, Somerton,
Somerset TA11 6BR

| OVERSEAS READERS
Future Publishing Ltd,
freepost BS4 900, Somerton,
Somerset TA11 6TB, UK

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?

MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER

AMOUNT

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING?

Make cheques/POs payable CHEQUE
to Future Publishing Ltd. MASTERCARD
(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)  otITCH

POSTAL ORDER

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?
UK £4 (per issue), Overseas £6.95 (per issue)

ooooo

Back issues from 1999 onwards are
available by mail order. They cost
£4.00 (UK) or £6.95 (overseas). Both
prices include p&p. Order by phone
on (01458) 271147 or e-mail:
entertainment.subs@futurenet.co.uk.
We accept Mastercard and Visa credit, or
Switch debit cards. Or send a cheque or
PO made out to Future Publishing using
the form on the right.

If you're interested in an HFC review
of an older component and the back
issue has sold out, we can usually
send photocopies of individual
reviews to any UK address for a flat
fee (inc. p&p) of £5 per review. You
must know in which issue the original
review appeared; we are unable to
search back issues for old reviews.
Send a written request, enclosing a
cheque for £5 made payable to

Future Publishing Ltd, to:

Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service,

Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street,
London W1U 6FP.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS.

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY

NEXT
MONTH...

An amplifier is the beating heart of an!
component that pumps current through the veins of your
music. So why settle for just one amp when you can have
two? Next month’s Bench Test puts ten two-box combos
through their paces: some pre/power partnerships and
the rest bi-amp combinations. Are two boxes really better
than one? Tune in next month to find out.

i-fi system, a

Not fond of those dull black boxes currently cluttering up
your living room? Try some of these beauties out for size
— our special feature pulls together some of the most
aesthetically pleasing loudspeaker solutions known to
man and poses that all-important question: do they
sound as good as they look?

Serious bass isn't just the preserve of the home cinema
fraternity. From Black Sabbath to Basement Jaxx, there's
nowt more satisfying than a seriously deep bass line to
propel your music of choice. Our group test features
subs from serious hi-fi manufacturers and asks whether
their musical abilities match their movie credentials.
2:We eye up the first speaker from

Tannoy's startling new range. A C4 Reference: s
this new CD player the very best of British? S

: How to go from two to six channels with the
minimum of fuss.
HFC 225 ON SALE 26TH JANUARY
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Letter from America

WES PHILLIPS CONSIDERS THE HI-FI WORLD'S TAKE ON SEPTEMBER 11 AND PICKS HIS TOP DISCS OF 2001

t would be almost impossible to

write a ‘letter from America’

without mentioning the ripple

effects of the World Trade Center
attack of 9/11. People here are still
learning to cope with a new-found sense
of vulnerability, and it’s hard to ignore
the simple fact that things really are
different now.

Not that anyone can agree on how
they’re different. Early on, some pundits
were predicting that the collapse of the
WTC spelled the end of action/disaster
movies, and some television producers
even went so far as to obscure footage of
the twin towers in establishing shots of
NY-based shows — even when those shots
were clearly set in time-lines when the
towers would have been in place.

Many experts predicted the economic
losses surrounding the event would
turn a gradual softening into an
avalanche-like plummet of the stock
market. They were right — all of October
was a disaster for the electronics
industry. As Stereophile’s John Atkinson
putit, “Who could pay any attention to
something as seemingly trivial as hi-fi
when confronted with such a harsh
reality? But here in mid-November,
there are signs that this is changing.”

Sony, in mid-November, led a Nikkei
rally that reversed its quarter-long stock
free-fall. Of course, the experts were
even able to explain away that
contradiction of their auguries - Sony is
finally shipping its new PlayStation in
significantnumbers and people want to
stay home and ‘cocoon’ where they feel
safe. That makes sense, but wouldn’t

Dave Holland Quintet
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that mean that hi-fi and home theatre
sales should also be on the rise?

I spoke to Peter Green, an executive for
a nationwide mail order retailer, and he
reports that business is down as much
as 50 per cent from last year. Asked how
much of that was due to 9/11, he
responded that the tragedy had all but
obliterated six weeks’ worth of business
- and he lamented that such a loss was a
hit that few retailers were prepared for.

But there are, Green reported, a few

Guy has ever made on his own. Maybe
it’s because he returned to Mississippi
to record it. Or perhaps it’s because he
recorded seven numbers penned by
contemporary Mississippi bluesmen
such as the late Junior Kimbrough,
T-Model Ford, and Robert Cage.
Whatever, he seems more engaged by
his material than he has done in years.
“Well, I done got old,” Guy sings,
opening the record. “Can’t do the things
[ used to do/'Cause I'm an old man/And

“BUDDY GUY PUTS THE LIE TO THOSE LYRICS,
PICKING, SPITTING, BENDING, CHUNKING, AND
SPUTTERING NOTES ALL OVER THE LANDSCAPE."”

interesting exceptions. Large screen
televisions, including HDTV and Plasma
screens, are selling particularly well -
and practically every large screen TV
sold is accompanied by a DVD player.
Headphones and portables are also hot.
But the industry’s conventional bread
and butter sales, speakers and receivers,
are barely moving at all. Sales are
beginning to rally, he says, but he
foresees a Christmas season no better
than 66 per cent of last year’s.

But enough doom and gloom. This
may not have been a great year for the
industry, but who can write off any year
as a loss when we end it with more great
music than we started with. Here’s my
top four records for 2001:

DAVE HOLLAND QUINTET:

Not For Nothin' (ECM)

This bass-led quintet has a trombonist,
multi-reed saxophonist, vibrophonist
and superb drummer, and it just might
be today’s finest regularly working jazz
ensemble. The unique composition
allows for almost unlimited tonal
colour, and the band makes the most of
it, playing with an exuberance tempered
by intelligence that puts them
thoroughly in the moment.

BUDDY GUY: Sweet Tea (Jive)
Sweet Tea may be the best record Buddy

I'm not the same...” Afterwards, he puts
the lie to those lyrics, picking, spitting,
bending, chunking, and sputtering
notes all over the landscape. Not the
same? No, he’s better than ever.

RODNEY CROWELL: The Houston Kid
(Sugar Hill)

The Houston Kid is the antithesis of the
insipid Nashville, Inc. fodder that passes
for country these days - it is pointed,
precise, intelligent, anchored in specific
details rather than universal clichés. His
best songs are almost embarrassingly
autobiographic and include Telephone
Road a joyful romp through Crowell’s
Houston childhood, and I Walk The Line
(Revisited) which recounts the day in
1956 when the young Crowell first
heard Johnny Cash sing his signature
song — and his world changed forever.

MILES DAVIS: Kind Of Blue (Classic Records)
Classic claims its done no new
remastering for this record - all its done
is switch to a new vinyl composition.
Hard to believe. It sounds absolutely
fantastic - certainly the liquid, full-
spectrum equal of my original
Columbia and possibly even better-
sounding. If you're still spinning big
black discs, this is a must-have.

is our US news correspondent, blues
music lover and vinyl enthusiast.
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CONCERT HOME SERIES \ :

Franco Serblin is too much the artist to settle into a routine, too passionate
a designer to sit still. After 20 years, he remains driven to discover better
methods for reproducing sound. And just as his views change the way we
look at loudspeakers, so has his medium - Sonus Faber - evolved alongside
his need to further the loudspeaker art.

His loudspeakers have developed into three distinct ranges - all the better
to address the needs of an increasingly sophisticated marketplace. After
all, with maturity comes a clarity of vision and intent. At the time of Sonus
Faber's birth, there was no home theatre to address, and digital audio was
inits infancy. In 2001, the world of home entertainment encompasses
discrete 5.1 channel surround sound, purist 2-channel analogue audio,
emerging digital technologies such as SACD and DVD-A, and more.

Sonus Faber welcomes the future, yet it shows respect for the past, the
most vivid example being the Homage series. This luxurious range consists
of the stand-mounted two-way Guarneri and the three-way floor-standing
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BEST SPEAKER PACK AGE £1000+

Amati, both embodying artisan skills of centuries past: the beauty and
warmth of hand-fashioned cabinetry, wrapped around components which
deliver sound worthy of the names of the greatest stringed instruments of
all time. For more modest installations, the Signum and the Electa Amator ||
forge a direct link with the speakers which established the Sonus Faber
name. And to serve a multitude of channels, the dazzling, ultra-modern
Concerto Home series contains everything from satellite speakers and slim
floor-standing models, to a centre channel, to the new Gravis subwoofer.

Whatever Sonus Faber speaker you acquire, whether you are
reacting to the looks and finish or the sound it produces,
there is only one response: "Che bello!"

absolutesounds Itd.

58 Durham Road, London SW20 0TW

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62

W: www.absolutesounds.com E: info@absolutesounds.com

Sonus faber.



a modern classic

600 Series 3

,
Our 600 Series hifi and home theatre speakers have always represented unbeatable performance in their price sector. Numerous awards and acco-
lades have recognised that fact.

And just when you thought the best couldn't get any befter = 600 Series 3 shows it can

Our high-end expertise influences every part of the design - tubeloaded metal dome tweeters, improved Kevlar® cone midrange drivers, new aluminium
cone bass drivers and Flowport™ are all skillfully blended with revised crossovers. Subtle syling changes bring the series right up to date with modern
interiors and new models enable the range to cater for any application

Experience sound as it was intended, with all its original colour and texture

Emotion from science

For further information contact B&W Loudspeakers UK on 01903 750750

LISTEN AND YOU“ LL
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