
UYER'S BIBLE COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE BEST FM AND DIGITAL TUNERS 
' 

• • 

• • 

THE FINEST HI-FI MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD I MAY 20021 www.hifichoice.co.uk 

• • • 

Afore Sound Less Pound! 
These speakers will blow your mindJ not your wallet 

.• � 

<• 

• • 



Clarli''.a' 
XXL NEODYMIUM SPEAKERS y 



HI·FICHOICE 
may 2002 I Issue 227 

CONTRIBUTORS 

HFC s own Mr Fi.xit 
answers your hi-fi conundrums 

in our Help section and road 
tests some of the very latest kit. 

HFC'sformer 
editor turns his attention to 
one of surround sounds least 
understood problems - delay. 

takes eight 

mid-priced stereo speakers for 
a rigorous turn around his 

listening room. 

puts those same 
speakers through the rigours 
of his testing lab to sort the 
woofers from the tweeters. 

applies his gilded 

ear to Martin Logan's sonic ally 
and visually expressive home 

cinema system. 

gets to swap 

tweaking tips with that master 
of the serendipitous system 

set-up, Jimmy Hughes. 

Hl·fl CHOICE 
futurePublishingltd, 

Contributors Richard Black. Alvin 
Gold. Jason Kennedy. Russell 
Moorcrolt, Alan Sircom, Oavid Vivian 
Sub Editor Dave Oliver 
Photography Chris Foster 

99 Baker Street. London. WlU 6FP 
Switchboard: 020 7317 2600 

EDITORIAl 
Fax:020 7317 2686 
lf you'd like to get in touch with the 
team,send us a letter or an e-mail 
Editor !I m Bowern 
tim bowern@futurenet.co.uk 
020 7317 2495 
Art Editor Del Gentleman 
del.gentleman@futurenet.co.uk 
020 7317 2494 
StaffWriter OanGeorge 
dan.george@futurenet.co uk 
020 7317 2497 
Online Editor Lucy Knowle� 
lucy.knowles@luturenet.co.uk 
01225442244 
Consultant Editor Paul Messenger 
Technical Editor Paul Miller 

ADVERTISING 
Fax:020 7486 5676 
Ad Manager 
Debb1e Maclaren 020 7317 0246 
debbie.maclaren@futurenet.co.uk 
Key Account Manager 
Emma Lew1s 020 7317 0202 
emma.lewis@futurenet.co.uk 
Senior Sales Executives 
Richard Bennen020 7317 4268 
Mall Dalton 020 7317 7622 
Sales Executives 
Richard Dappiano 020 7317 0278 
Tom Dennmg 020 7317 2603 
Classified Sales Executive 
Ben Shoesmlth 020 7317 4629 

Our reviewing process is the most rigorous in 
the business. We focus on transparency and 
resolution, mixing traditional hi-fi values with 
the latest technological developments via a 
blend of subjective views and scientific analysis. 

Our main group test each 
month concentrates on a key area, with products 
from across the separates market. The testing 
consists of three stages: 'blind' listening, hands-on 
subjective testing and scientific measuring. 
The latter phase is conducted by our Technical 
Editor using the QC Suite Functional Testing 
Station. 

Each issue features a 
number of additional tests aimed at narrowing 
the field in a specific product area. Here the 
testing involves just the reviewer concerned 
with no lab or panel testing. but plenty of 
comparisons. 

As well as group tests 
we also review single components. In our First 
Impressions section, you'll find brand-new 
products that warrant early exposure, while 
High Performance concentrates on the latest 
aspirational, high-tech components. 

BEST BUYS are considered to 
HI·FICIIOICE offer an excellent standard of 
T performance at an attractive price. 

HHICIIOICl -
* 

RECOMMENDED products are first­
class components, losing out to 
Best Buys only because of a higher 

price or less competitive sound quality. 
A third award, EDITOR'S CHOICE, is 
reserved for those products 

��·�o/ reviewed solo and is awarded where 
� __the Editor is convinced that a product 

offers exceptional quality for the price. 

Long ago, when the sickly stench of 

Bros contaminated the airwaves 

and I was barely legal, I made the 

decision to plunge into the world of 

hi-fi separates. I had a Pioneer midi 

system at the time, and decided to 

swap the speakers for a pair of 

B&Ws. The transformation was extraordinary. The 

sound changed from f1atulent and scratchy to bold 

and substantial, a musical warmth that made me grin 

fi:om ear to ear. 

Of course, once I'd started I couldn't stop; other 

separates followed and my midi was no more. I 

enrolled as a student, moved away from home and 

becam.e the scourge of my immediate neighbours 

(instead of my parents). "Music should raise the roof, 

not paper the walls" was my motto. And believe me, 

my "seshes" were legendary. 

My memory of those halcyon days was jogged by this 

month's Bench Test starting on page 38, a 

comprehensive run clown of the latest loudspeakers in 

the £300 to £600 ball park. Chances are, most of you 

have already embarked clown the heady road to 

separates heaven, but if you're looking for an upgrade 

from entry-level you may well find a pair of these fits 

the bill. Frankly. it's astonishing what that kind of 

money can buy these clays- a powerful yet finely 

cletailecl sound and a handsome cabinet to boot. And 

you can't say fairer than that. 

Here at Hi-Fi Choice, we can't abide music fascism. If 

it's Nineteenth Century Latvian folk music that f1oats 

your boat, well, that's fair enough. (As long as you 

don't im.pose it on me.) A good hi-fi system should be 

the same- it should utterly involve you in your music, 

whatever you choose to play. 

Our CD systems Group Test starting on page 60 is a 

case in point- three high quality set-ups from British 

brands who specialise in conveying the heart and soul 

of music. each chosen by a respected hi-fi dealer and 

rated by us for your delectation. If you're a music fan 

looking for a complete system to further ignite your 

passion, one of these could provide the answers you 

seek. Because, as we all know. music matters. 

l:._· � � � ·o· 
·� - . = .. • 0 0' . . 

0 

�6· 0• J 

Tim Bowem, Editor 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
DAN GEORGE AND ALAN SIRCOM HEAR SWEET, SWEET MUSIC WITH THE MOST SOULFUL NEW KIT. 

HEYBROOK HB3 LOUDSPEAKERS 

DATASTREAM 
DIMENSIONS: 24x90x29cm 

(WxHxD), 165mm Kevlar 
mid/bass driver, 25mm soft 
dome tweeter, claimed 90 dB 
sensitivity/6 ohm impedance, 
weight 14kg each. 

HEYBROOK AUDIO 

a 01367 253295 

DDDD £349.95 

A 
fter a brief period in the wilderness 

without a factory Heybrook is back, 

Kevlar drivers and all. The new HB3 is 

a rwo-way floorstanding design that 

will set you back around £350 and 

both drivers, including the 25mm soft-dome 

rweeter are oflndian origin and contribute to an 

internationally sourced loudspeaker. 

Build is of a good standard with the baffle 

made up from a whopping 34mm 

laminated MDF sandwich, 

claimed to add 

6 I HI·FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I may 2002 

to the cabinet's strength. More questioable is 

the leather-look vinyl on the baffle and the 

unconvincing vinyl wrap around the chunky 

cabinets. Front-mounted rwin reflex ports aid 

low frequency response and Heybrook 

recommends positioning at least 25cm from a 

rear wall, advice that auditioning fully 

supports. The cabinet is quite large and 

becomes very heavy if sand-filled, which is 

recommended to tighten and control the bass. 

T win binding posts complete the list of 

features, allowing you to bi-wire 

should you choose. 

Where the HB3 excels 

is in terms of sheer 

weight; the sizeable 

box throws out a very 

big sound, plenty of 

impact and good solid 

bass. The odd moment of 

boom fails to distract 

from an engaging 

performance, delivering a 

laid-back sound from the soft 

dome rweeter and Kevlar cone 

combo. 

Impressive dynamics aided by 

a claimed sensitivity of90dB 

make for an entertaining 

performance with all sorts of 

music from Debussy to Radiohead, 

and the HB3 was outstanding with 

the hard, uncompromising nu metal 

of Slipknot. This is definitely a speaker 

for rockers and dance fans but the good 

news extends all round to make the HB3 

a winner across diverse musical genres. It 

may not have the visual refinements of the 

competition but performance is right up 

there with the Mission M74s and B&W 

DM602.5 S3s of this world. Don't hesitate to 

audition a pair, especially if you're a closet 

rock fan. DG 

"THE CABINET IS QUITE LARGE AND 

BECOMES VERY HEAVY IF SAND­

FILLED, WHICH IS RECOMMENDED TO 

TIGHTEN AND CONTROL THE BASS." 



"IF YOU'RE 

PAST FAST 

ANO FURIOUS, 

THIS WILL 

SUIT TO A 

TEE." 

CD62 

A 
ream's decision to release the new 

£350 CD62, the entry-level CD player 

in the DiVA range, JTJarks a clear 

assertion that CD music still has 

pride of place in Cambridgeshire. The 

CD62 features a 24-bit Delta-Sigma DAC and 

looks, feels and sounds like a cut-down version of 

the £430 CD72. 

The big difference between the two: the 

CD72 can be upgraded to Ring-DAC CD92 

standards, but the CD62 has no such upgrade 

potential. This means the CD62 has a smaller, 

cheaper power supply, a more basic chassis, a 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

-

C G G 

simpler (and therefore easier to use) remote 

control and a simplified AC-coupled analogue 

output stage instead of the more sophisticated 

servo-assisted DC-coupled kit used in the 

CD72. If you have discs with CD-Text code, you 

get track and title information on the green 

LED front panel. 

The CD62 capitalises on Arcam's legendary 

smoothness across the mid band. It's a very pretty 

sound; clean and controlled, but laid-back. It 

does keep improving with age, however; it started 

out unable to cope with anything that wasn't 

Mozart, but after a week of running in could 

almost make it to House Of Pain. The CD62's 

treble extends nicely up into the top registers 

without sounding harsh or brash, and the big­

but-soft bass is rhythmic with Cassius' infectious 

French dance music, but could do with som.e 

welly at times. Stereo imagery CD62-style is wide 

and deep and images remain solidly fixed in the 

soundstage, although sounds are recessed. Even a 

big, forward recording seems to prefer firing 

from behind the speakers. 

Those who find second-rung-on-the-hi-fi-ladder 

CD players a bit bright will love the CD62. It 

makes a very attractive sound, but loses some of 

the musical impact in the process. If you're past 

fast and furious, however, rh is will suit to a tee. AS 

DATASTREAM 
CD PLAYER, CD-R/RW replay, CD-Text compatible, 24-bit Delta Sigma 

DAC, optical and coaxial digital outputs, remote control minijack input. 
Arcam 11: 01223 203200 
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For more tban fifty years Mcintosb bas 

enjoyed a t-eputation in tbe bifi world 

as tbe 54.merican Powet· bouse.' 

Not sutprising, witb some Mclntosb amplifiers 

delivering four figw-es, tbese ar-e big systems 

in evety sense of tbe word. 

Yet, witb sucb power comes remarkable 

subtlety and tecbnological finesse, tbe gentle 

giants of botb two and multi-cbannel systems. 

As entbusiasts ourselves, we've long been fans 

of tbe company's leading edge valve 

amplifiers. In fact tbe latest big valve amps 

bave attracted a knowledgeable following at 

Kj and we're pleased tbat mot-e state-oftbe-art 

releases am on tbeit· way to us. 

What bas been pleasantly surprising, is how 

successfully Mcintosh has embraced current 

multi-channel technology. Their bome cinema 

systems am not only as versatile as anything 

curr-ently available, they am so easy to use. 

There's a very compelling 'retro'jeel to all 

Mcintosb bm-dware which bas a tangible 

authenticity. Materials and controls feel just 

rigbt and massive construction suggests an 

investment ratber tban a punhase. 

In support of that, it's worth knowing in the 

United States Mcintosh enjoys the bighest level 

of customer loyalty in tbe industt)J. 

Mcintosh is bigbly specified, demonstrably 

effective equipment that stands head and 

shoulders above mainstream audio and 

home-cinema systems. An impressively 

comprehensive range of products is available 

to meet the widely different requirements of 

botb serious music and film lovers. 

As tbe London Mcfntosh cente1; we bold tbe 

largest stock of Mcintosb equipment in 

Europe. So, wbetber your prefet·ence is for 

stemo or multi-channel, prepare yourself 

for a most spectaculm; high powered 

demonstration, exclusively at Kj West One. 



"TOSHIBA IS BEST 

KNOWN FOR ITS 

VISION PRODUCTS, 

NOT FOR 

MAKING NEXT­

GENERATION 

MUSIC REPlAY." 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

TOSHIBA SO-SlOE 

DVD-AUDIONIDEO PLAYER 
Ct'HJC £400.00 

T 
oshiba's new £400 SD-510E is a 

'stealth' DVD-AudiofVideo player. It 

represents the entry point for DVD­

Audio, but the Audio side of things is 

___ so low-key that it could easily be 

passed over as a DVD-Audio player. Only the 

small Audio/Video logo gives the game away 

on the box, while a little LED glows blue 

whenever a DVD-Audio is played. And, let's face 

it, aside fi·om the company's top SD-900E, 

Toshiba is best known for its vision products, 

not for making next-generation music replay. 

It may not be a high-end player, but it is well 

specified. The DVD-Audio decoder features 24-

bit/192kHz DACs that benefit both DVD-Audio 

and Video. Its audio side includes a built-in 

decoder for Dol by Digital and DTS, support for 

1-IDCD discs, as well as MP3 replay on CD-R/RW 

discs and a built-in 'SRS Spatializer' virtual 

surround decoder for stereo-only soundtracks. 

For video, it has a 10-bit/54Ml-Iz DAC, and Toshiba 

claims a picture resolution of 540 lines. lt can 

also process NTSC progressive scan pictures and 

includes a set of ColorStream component video 

outputs alongside the composite, S-Video and 

single Scart sockets. 

DVD-Audio is shown off pretty well with the 

Toshiba SO-SlOE; it has a great sense of space and 

acoustic, but the tonal balance is a bit too soft 

and warm compared to more expensive DVD­

Audio players. The same applies to CD and DVD­

Video replay; highly detailed and informative, if 

perhaps a little bit soft and cuddly sounding. 

Compared to a dedicated CD player, the SD-510E 

sounds flat and unexpressive on CD, but that 

makes it a bit of a CD playing star by similarly­

priced DVD standards. 

This is more of a home cinema product than 

an outright hi-fi component. but it could 

prove to be the secret star of multichannel 

music and movies on a shoestring. Check 

it out, now. AS 

DATASTREAM 
DVD-AUDIOIVIDEO player, MP3/CD-R/RW replay, HDCD decoder, 5.1 

output for Dol by Digital, DTS and DVD-Audio, SRS Spatializer pseudo 
surround sound 

TOSHIBA 11: 0800 281126 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

� PURE DRX-601EX 

'" � � � PORTABLE DAB DIGITAL RADIO 

DATASTREAM 

MAINS POWERED portable DAB 
tuner, dimensions 30x28x 12cm 
(WxHxD), digital co-axial and 
optical outputs, twin 1 OOmm 
dual concentric drivers, 24-
bit/96kHz DAC, line-level input 
and output, LCD display 16x2 
characters, remote control. 

VIDEOlOGIC SYSTEMS 

t:: 01923 260 511 

r.u.u::n'l £499.99 

I 
t was late October 2001 when Video Logic 

Systems announced details of a new 

upmarket range of products under the 

PURE brand name. The PURE DRX-601EX 

___ is the first portable DAB tuner with 

built-in amplification and speakers. described by 

VideoLogic as a "kitchen radio". Quite who's 

kitchen it's designed for at £500 is anybody's 

guess- a well-heeled celebrity chef perhaps? And 

if you're after a DAB tuner that you can stick with 

a separate amp and speakers there's some stiff 

competition, not least from VideoLogic's own 

£300 DRX-601E separates tuner. But early 

adapters may be tempted by the appeal of 

owning the first portable unit, despite the high 

price tag. 

Build is of a good standard, with the exception 

of the rather f limsy tuning dial used to browse 

and select stations. The buttons to the right 

adjust the display and give various information 

modes including signal strength and bit-rate 

data. A useful remote provides some additional 

functionality, like Dynamic Range Control 

(DRC) for the quieter passages in 

music or for use in noisy environments. Power 

up for the first time and the unit tunes itself, 

taking a couple of minutes for a 

comprehensive scan of the airwaves. 

For speakers, the DRX-601EX uses two 

integral Audax lOcm dual concentric drivers. 

The internal amp delivers ten watts of power 

and if you jack the volume it goes surprisingly 

loud. Our central London-based unit suffered 

from a certain amount of'burbling'; the result 

of a weak signal that suggests an alternative 

aerial may be more suitable. But with a strong 

signal it's quite impressive, delivering a crisp 

and punchy sound. Speech is particularly 

good, with excellent intelligibility. 

A good complement of inputs and outputs 

facilitates integration into a separate hi-fi 

system, but portability is this unit's main draw 

and VideoLogic should be congratulated for 

delivering a real first. Even if it doesn't come 

cheap. DG 

"THE DRX-601EX DELIVERS 

A CRISP AND PUNCH Y SOUND. 

SPEECH IS PARTICULARLY GOOD, 

WITH EXCELLENT INTELLIGIBILIT Y." 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

MYRYAD ZllO CD PLAYER M!;(3!1fW�f 

tU'lC £449.95 

DATASTREAM 
DIMENSIONS 43x7.8x28 

(WxHxD), 24-bitl96kHz delta­
sigma DACs, coaxial digital 
output. remote control, weight 
5.3kg, available in natural 
silver fascia with silver-grey 
casing or satin black fascia 
with black casing 

MYRYAD SYSTEMS 

w 0239 226 5508 

I 
t's good to see that despite neglect from 

the biggest Far Eastern brands, 

affordable CD players are still emerging 

from UK marques. The Z110 is Myryad's 

__ new entry-level CD player (outside of the 

complete Cameo system) and emerges as part of 

the new Z-Series, described by Myryad as "budget 

esoterica"- an entry-level range of hi-fi and AV 

components in svelte boxes that wouldn't look 

out of place in the most costly of racks. Build 

quality is first rate, the n1.etal casework sitting 

perfectly f lush against a sleek aluminium fascia 

that looks like it could happily grace a product at 

three times the price. That said, the black plastic 

buttons are a bit of a let-down with an odd, rattly 

feel- good job there's an excellent remote 

control supplied. 

Round the back lies the main 

power switch and a further 

stand by button allows you to keep 

the circuits powered up until 

you're ready to play. Elsewhere 

on the back panel is the 

'MyLink' communications 

output for linking to other 

Myryad kit and a single coaxial 

digital output. Components 

inside the box include 

seven individually 

regulated power 

supplies and 24-

bit/96kHz delta-

sigma DACs. 

Looking smarter and 

sleeker than a lot of the 

competition, the Z110 is a step 

ahead as soon as you slap eyes on it. 

But for the ears it's a less exciting 

experience. it sounds pretty detailed but 

tonally it's excessively dry, which tends to 

strangle musicality and foot-tapping rhythm. It's 

"LOOKING SMARTER AND SLEEKER 

THAN A LOT OF THE COMPETITION, THE 

ZllO IS A STEP AHEAD AS SOON AS YOU 

SLAP EYES ON IT, BUT FOR THE EARS 

IT'S A LESS EXCITING EXPERIENCE." 

a polite and inoffensive sounding box for sure, 

relaxed and well-behaved with a solid 

soundstage and equally solid bass, but even a 

change of amp and loudspeaker failed to 

bring much excitement. Competition is tough 

for dedicated CD players at this price level. 

and though it sports class-leading style this 

new Myryad fails to ignite. Polite to a fault, 

but it doesn't light our fire. DG 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

NAD T7 41 AV RECEIVER M£(3!1fi,jf 

DATASTREAM 

AV RECEIVER, 5x50 watts, 
Dolby Pro-Logic, Dol by Digital, 
DTS, front AV inputs, S­
Video/composite video 
switching, AM/FM tuner, five 
inputs and one tape loop. 

LENBROOK m 01908 319360 

E'IE'IE'IE'IE'I £399.95 

w 
hen NAD comes up with a new 

entry-level AV receiver, hi-fi and 

home cinema enthusiasts on a 

budget get excited. A nd NAD's 

new £400 T741 gives then< just 

cause for pant-wetting exertions. 

In the AD tradition, this is a no-frills 5.1 

channel receiver with Dol by Pro- Logic, Dol by 

Digital and DTS decoding on board. It has both 

composite and S-Video switching for AV buffs, 

although the front AV input lacks an S-Video 

option. NAD has upgraded the remote control­

the new slim-line model has escaped a beating 

with the ugly stick unlike many previous NAD 

controls and the buttons glow in the dark. 

There are rwo shortcomings. The red and black 

plastic caps placed across the speaker terminals 

to make the amp pass Euro regulations are 

tenacious and refuse to move- hang around like 

a bad smell in a camper van. 

More importantly, the omission ofDolby Pro­

Logic 11 (or even DTS Neo) is understandable at 

the low price, but that may scratch the T741 from 

the wish lists of those who check specifications 
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"THE NEW SLIM-LINE REMOTE HAS 

ESCAPED A BEATING WITH THE UGLY 

STICK, UNLIKE MANY PREVIOUS NAD 

CONTROLS." 

before auditioning. This is a shame, because 

they'll miss out on a sonic star. 

The T741 sounds far bigger and more 

powerful than its SxSO watt rating suggests.lt 

is also free fi·om the shrill brightness so 

common in cheaper AV amplifiers. Instead, it 

produces a rich and dynamic sound with very 

good image placement as sounds move from 

speaker to speaker. It is also a good 'un in rwo­

channel mode, delivering that classic NAD 

sophisticated warmth and refinement and 

never once sounding like a five channel 

amplifier press-ganged into stereo. 

Disregarding the lack of Pro-Logic 11 and 

those immovable 4mm socket covers, this is an 

excellent budget all- rounder for those who 

don't want to sacrifice stereo sound just for the 

sake ofDVD. Well worth checking out. AS 





NEWS 

SOUND & VISION 
SHOW, BRISTOL 2002 

The annual Sound & Vision Show in Bristol has 

become an essential date in the hi-fi calender. 

Most of the major movers and shakers make a 

point of being there, ensuring its position as one of 

the UK's most established events and a reliable 

indicator of what the year holds for practitioners of 

the audio (and indeed visual) arts. 

This year was no exception. From 22-24 

February a deluge of technologies old and new 

descended on the Marriott Hotel, a healthy range 

of manufacturers clamouring to ply their wears to 

a breathlessly eager public. There was plenty here 

to suit the AV enthusiast and two-channel 

aficionado alike, from new turntable designs to 

the latest in digital processing. 

Popping in and out of the hotel bedrooms, each 

one home to a different manufacturer, visitors 

were treated to an Aladdin's cave of kit including 

the gear you'll see on the next four pages.lt's true 

to say there wasn't an abundance of ground­

breaking news- new DVD-Audio and SACD kit 

was relatively thin on the ground- and not all the 

audio demonstrations were of the highest quality. 

But for hi-fi fans, people who value absorbing 

sound and vision, a deluge of new product looks 

set to delight the senses during the course of the 

coming year. 

One of the biggest revelations came from digital 

specialist Meridian. Its 800 Version 3 DVD system, 

complete with proprietary MHR high resolution 

digital audio transfer (see News last month) made 

some astounding sounds with multichannel DVD­

Audio. it seems we can expect a standardised 

digital link for high quality multichannel audio and 

video in the next couple of years ... 

In the meantime, feast your eyes on our pick of 

the best new kit at this year's show. 

AVID VOLVERE SEQUEL TURNTABLE 

Avid's new Volvere Sequel turntable is a gorgeous belt-driven 

design with a sprung sub-chassis, and clamping, bearing and 

suspension similar to the flagship Acutus. A high torque motor coupled to a 

purpose-built electronic power supply drives a substantial 5kg platter. £3,500, to you. 

Avid� 01832 710370 

AUDIONET AMP 11 

MAX MONO POWER 

AMPLIFIER 

Fresh to UK shores courtesy of 

British manufacturerWilson 

benesch, Audionet is a 

German brand featuring some 

serious electronics. Pictured is 

the AMP 11 MAX mono block, 

which weighs in at 68kg and 

delivers a whopping 400 watts 

into 8 ohms (700 watts into 4 

ohms). Price is £7,500 for a pair. 

Wilson benesch 

� 0114 285 2656 

KEY FEATURES 

• THX Ultra certtfied 
• 8x Burr-Brvwn 24-

bit/192 audio DACs 
• Twin 14blt/108MHz 

vldeoDACs 
• Purel'nlgn!sslve 

Scan video engine 

• Audiophile build 
• Extenslw audio and 

video connections 

�Jiiiii;;;;;;;::==-==�=::�::;;��- DE NON DVD-A 1 DVD-AUDIONIDEO PLAYER 

---'.--� � Denon's new flagship DVD player promises to be some-
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thing special. it's a new 'Reference Class' machine said to 

deliver top-rank performance from all types of music and 

video DVDs, as well as COs. Denon has developed a 

proprietary digital output for this player, able to carry high 

resolution digital audio at full DVD-Audio spec- six chan­

nels at 24-bit/96kHz or two channels at 24-bit/192kHz. 

This can be transferred direct to an upgraded version of the 

AVC -A 1 SE amp and forthcoming flagship AVC -A 1 SR. The 

DVD-A 1 costs £2,500 and should be in the shops now. 

Denon UK � 01234 741 200 



KEY FEATURES 

CO PLAYER: 
• Burr-Brown 

24-blt DACs 

• Toroidal transformer 
• High stabfHty 

crystal dock 
PREAMP: 
• Six Hne lnputs 

(phono optional) 
• Toroidal transformer 

0 

0 

EXPOSURE XXII CD PLAYER AND 

XXIII PREAMP 

Classics is the name of Exposure's new upmarket 

range of stereo eledronics. Building on the aesthetic 

qualities of the brand's recent lower priced 

components, the new line-up consists of a power amp 

and off-board phono stage, along with the CD player 

(£1 ,400) and preamp (£1 ,300) pidured here. 

Exposure� 01273 423877 

• 'Paramld' glass 
composite 
mid/bass cone 

• Soft dome tweeter 
• Moulded plastic 

baffle 
• Bi-wirable 

• Substantial cabinet 

construction 

• n n,. -· .,, , 0"' -· "" 
........ ,_ ,..... 01 ' . . 

� .::':"' 

KEY FEATURES 

• 64-blt/96kHz Custom 

Pulse Array DAC 

NEWS 

:-"1�- PROAC TABLETTE REFERENCE EIGHT • Valve output stage 
LOUDSPEAKER 

The latest version of ProAc's long-standing Tablette 

speaker incorporates two new drive units and is claimed 

to offer a remarkably flat frequency response. A 125mm 

mid/bass driver and 25mm soft dome tweeter are 

housed in a birch ply cabinet, finished in a choice of real 

wood veneers.lt retails for £699 per pair, with a 

premium yew finish available for an extra £70. 

ProAc � 01280 700147 

KEY FEATURES 

• Dimensions (WHO) 
150x260x220mm 

• 25mm soft dome 

t.eter 

• 125mm mid/bass 
dri-

• 86 dB sensitivity 
• 8 ohm impedance 

TUBE TECHNOLOG Y FUSION CD64 CD PLAYER 

• 'Ever-Warm' 

standby for DAC 

and valve stage 
• Optlcalfcoaxial'dock 

lock' digital outputs 
• Can be used as 

standalone DAC via 
digital Inputs 

MISSION M51 LOUDSPEAKER 

Part of the new m5 Series from Mission, the m 51 is a 

£300 per pair stand mount speaker featuring a 

beautifully curved plastic baffle with a metallic finish 

that mirrors Mission's high-end Pilastro design. The 

range also includes two floorstanders, the m 52 and 

m 53, priced at £450 and £550 respedively. 

Mission� 01480 423700 

Valve expert Tube Technology has a new range of eledronics called Fusion Platinum. Pidured is the CD player, a 

£1,950 design called the Fusion CD64.Aiong with a valve output stage, it also contains a 64-bit/96kHz custom­

built DAC and an HDCD-compatible digital filter claimed to offer an exceptionally long 'tap length'- the result is 

said to be more accurately resolved transients. Also in the range is a £1,450 hybrid integrated amp, the Fusion 

HB50, combining a valve-based input stage with a MOSFET output stage, and the £900 Fusion FMT tuner. 

Tube Technology� 01932 242420 
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• Fully balanced digital 
and analogue outpu1S 

• 24-btt upsampUng 
HDCD C0111J1atlble 

• Analog Devla!s DACs 

• Can be used as 
an off-boanl 

digital pnKeSSOr 

MARK LEVINSON N0.3905 CD PLAYER 

New from Mark Levin son is the No.390S CD 

player, or "CD Processor" -an updated and 

redesigned version of the No.39 CD. Typically well 

built, it sports 24-bit upsampling and newly 

devised D-to-A conversion, output buffering and 

volume control technologies. The No.390S is 

HDCD compatible and boasts fully balanced 

outputs at £6,495. 

PATH Premier 1:: 01844 219000 

SON Y STR-VA555ES MULTICHANNEL 
AV RECEIVER 

Sony's new upmarket 5.1 channel AV receiver has been 

designed to get the best from high resolution multi­

channel SACD music discs as well as movies on DVD. 

it's the first Sony product to carry Dolby Digital EX 

certification and is said to be easily upgradeable to 7.1 

channel status. Expect to pay£ 1,000 for one. 

Sony 1:: 08705 111999 

EMOTIVE EXCELLENCE LOUDSPEAKER 

Emotive Excellence has a new line-up looking to make a 

• Dolby Digital EX. 
Pro-LogicU 

• DI'SES, ESOiscrete 
andNE06 

----
splash in the world of high-end audio. The range so far 

includes a stunning-looking standmount speaker 

(pictured) and subwoofer, along with a mono power amp 

and digital crossover unit. The speakers feature "unique" 

resonance control technology said to channel and absorb 

unwanted soundwaves from the rear of the drive units. 

Expect prices to match the kit's high-end aspirations. 

Emotive Excellence 1::01453 843682 

REGA P9 TURNTABLE 

• Newly clewloped 
32-bttDSPs 

• 7.1 channel 
compatlblltf¥ 

This update of Rega's Planar 9 flagship turntable comes with an extensively re-designed version 

of the RB900 tonearm-the ultra-low mass RB 1000, a one-piece silicone and aluminium 

casting with a polished tube. A new lightweight plinth offers further improvements and is 

available in maple, cherry or black. Price is £2,248 including arm and it's reviewed next month. 

Rega E 01702 333071 



g 

0 

1---------- PMC DB1 LOUDSPEAKER 

• 12.5cm mid/bass 

driwunit 

• 25mm aluminium 

dome tweeter 

• 12mm internally 

braced MDF cabinet 

• Transmission Hne 
bass loading 

• Dirnensions(WHD): 

155x290x180mm 

-. 

' 

PMC's latest speaker is a compact standmount design 

promised to deliver surprising bass weight despite its 

diminutive size. lt employs the same tweeter as the 

acclaimed FB 1 floorstander and a scaled down version 

of its mid/bass unit. with a four-fold transmission line 

contributing to bass performance. Expect to pay £550 

for a pair when they're launched in April. 

PMC E 08704 441044 

MERIDIAN 507 CD PLAYER 

The 507 is Meridian's new entry-level CD player, priced 

at £ 1,195. lt employs 24-Bit/192kHz DACs, a six-layer 

PCB (printed circuit board) and four separate power 

supplies under the lid.lt is also claimed to minimise 

jitter by employing a double buffering technique. 

Meridian Audio E 01480 445678 

TAG MCLAREN AV192R AV PROCESSOR 

The forthcoming high-end (c£4,000) AV processor from 

TAG Mclaren was given a public airing at the Bristol 

show. Still only a prototype, it's considerably more bulky 

than the existing AV32R and boasts a heavyweight 

specification to match.ln the meantime, the AV32R has 

been upgraded to include 24-bit/192kHz DACs and a 

5.1 channel input for DVD-AISACD players, and there's 

also a new front-loading DVD player- the DVD32FLR. 

TAG Mclaren E 0800 783 8007 

KEY FEATURES 

• 4x processing 

power of AV32R 
• 7.1 channel 

RCAfXLR analogue 

audio outputs 

• Nine digital audio 

inputs 
• Six analogue audio 

inputs inc 5.1 

analogue pass 

through 

--

NEWS 

I • 

MARANTZ DV-1251 UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER 

Hot on the heels of Pioneer, this is the UK's second 

Universal DVD player, compatible with both DVD-Audio 

and SACD music formats as well as DVD-Video and CD. it's 

the first DVD-A-compatible Marantz, made possible by the 

brand's split from former parent company (and SACD eo­

developer) Philips.lt's THX Ultra certified, plays DVD-R/RW 

and CD-R/RW discs and is available in March for £2,500. 

Marantz UK E 01753 680868 

• 24-llit/192kH DACs 

• CD-RfRW 

compatibiHty 

• FuU RS232 amtrol 
• Digital output 

technology evoMd 
from 508 CD player 

SOUNDPAX LOUDSPEAKER 
Though not perhaps the last word in build quality, 

SoundpaX Speakers have nonetheless achieved a 

world first- they're made entirely from cardboard. 

They cost £30 a pair and come flatpacked, using an 
NXT motor to vibrate the active panel and create 

soundwaves. The cardboard can be printed with any 

design- the one above features a fake drive unit. 

Initial demos suggest it sounds a little boxyr 

NXT E 01480 846100 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE MCINTOSH MA6900 STEREO AMPLIFIER 

ANOTHER CLASSIC IN WAITING FROM THE ORIGINAL MCINTOSH. 

clntosh is not a brand we 

often see on these shores but 

it's been making kit in 

Binghampton, New York for 

over 52 years and is 

something of a legend in the 

industry. So much so that the 

computer company Apple 

had to do a deal with 

Mclntosh before it could use 

the Macintosh brand name, though word on the 

street has it that Apple got itself a bargain. 

You can't miss a Mac; black glass fascias with 

back-lit legends and silver-rimmed knobs give a 

'proper' hi-fi aesthetic harking back to the 

fifties yet it is one which has served the 

company well in this notoriously conservative 

market. Mclntosh makes hi-fi and home cinema 

electronics and speakers alongside in-car hi-fi. 

In-car retro- excellent. 

The MA6900 is the more powerful of 

Mclntosh's two integrated stereo designs, 

putting out 200 watts a channel into both four 

and eight ohm loads. Usually an amplifier will 

increase its output as impedance decreases but 

in this instance the output stages have 

Autoformers (transformers) which balance 

power and load in a similar way to valve amps. 

Feature-wise it is far from run of the mill. You 

can see from a glance that it's got tone controls, 



but rather than the usual treble and bass variety 

this collection of five are marked for frequency. 

Covering the gamut from low bass to high treble 

they allow a greater degree of response tailoring 

than usual. (They are said to be defeated or 

bypassed when set at the centre position.) There 

is no separate tone defeat button, but there are 

plenty of relay operating buttons for line inputs 

(one of which can be MM phono), mono, 

loudness. mute and speaker or pream.p outputs. 

There's also a minijack headphone output 

which looks a little out of place, and a balance 

knob alongside some monster output meters. 

The latter are another Mac trademark and are 

logarithmically inscripted with two watts at the 

centre -1 didn't manage to get the needles up to 

the 20 watt mark however hard I tried, but my 

texture and you never feel as though the 

amp is having to struggle. 

That aspect of its performance is the least 

valve-like I guess- tubes with grunt are a bit of a 

rarity. The midrange however does have 

similarities, being highly detailed and very 

revealing of differences within recordings. 

Effects pedals, ambiance and subtleties are 

picked out so that you get the impression of 

great transparency. Yet it seems more like a 

spotlighting of certain frequencies than 

transparency across the band. Cymbals for 

instance are often brought to the fore, as are 

voices. It does let plenty of music through, 

soundstage depth is well resolved and it is 

unusually good at phase-related information­

sounds which have been manipulated so that 

"THE MA6900'S BASS IS DEEP AND CHEWY WITH GREAT TEXTURE 

AND YOU NEVER FEEL AS THOUGH THE AMP HAS TO STRUGGLE." 

speakers are pretty efficient. 

The back panel has a few more sockets than 

you might expect. There's a pre/power bridge, a 

connecror for an external (second room) keypad, 

balanced and regular CD inputs and system 

links for both remote control and power 

switching, but unlike regular power on/off 

triggers the latter are Mclntosh-specific. Speaker 

outputs are done valve-style with separate two, 

four and eight ohm taps to suit different 

speaker loads. Remote control is available from 

a system remote. 

SOUND QUALITY 

This amp took longer to warm up than most, 

sounding quite hard and forward until it got 

settled in but then its almost valve-like qualities 

began to shine through. The MA6900 has plenty 

of power, bass is deep and chewy with great 

they move across, above and both fore and aft of 

the loudspeakers. 

Compared to my ATC SCA2/Gamut 0200 

prefpower reference the Mac doesn't have quite 

the finesse and naturalness, but on the other 

hand it's £1,500 less expensive and built like the 

proverbial brick outhouse. It also carries more 

information on its back than the average 

owner's manual- it almost seems a shame to 

put it in the console that it so clearly craves. 

CONCLUSION 

This is clearly a very well built and sensibly 

designed amplifier- it looks bomb-proof 

without being too industrial. Sonically speaking 

it's not quite as refined as you might get with 

the best of the competition and it's a little short 

on fireworks, but it's capable of serious musical 

entertainment and its cool running bodes well 

for playing hard and long. And let's face it, there 

aren't many hi-fi companies that have been 

around as long as this one; Quad is the only one 

I can think of, so reliability can be taken as read. 

So if you fancy the styling and wouldn't mind a 

bit of American history to boot, go and listen to 

the original Mac. It certainly isn't an Apple. 

£4,650, Absolute Sounds 1:: 020 8971 3909 

Retro fifties styling is 
backed up by certain 
valve-like qualities in 
the sound. 

ATA 
GLANCE 
e POWER RATING 

200W/channel 

into 2, 4, 8 ohm 

e LINE INPUTS 

7 inc balanced 

e MM PHONO INPUT 

ePRE/POWER 

OUT/INPUTS 

eDATA AND 

POWER TRIGGERS 

e SIZE 44.45xl 9.37x 

47.63cm (WxHxD) 

eiR/KEYPAD 

SENSOR INPUT 

e WEIGHT 33.8kg 
e GUARANTEE 3 years 
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.. THE ELECTROSTATIC 

PANELS ALLOW LIGHT TO 

PASS THOUGH, WHICH 

MAKES THEM LESS 

DOMINATING VISUALLY." 



MARTIN LOGAN MUL TICHANNEL SPEAKER SYSTEM HIGH PERFORMANCE 

IS AN ELECTROSTATIC SPEAKER PACKAGE FROM MARTIN LOGAN 

THE PERFECT SOLUTION FOR HIGH FIDELITY MUSIC AND MOVIES? 

et's get one thing straight. This 

system is not for you if you prefer 

nice, familiar, rectilinear wooden 

boxes. If you're a traditionalist, turn 

the page. This Martin Logan system 

(not, incidentally, the only home 

cinema system that can be 

assembled from their speakers) is a 

riot of shapes, planes and angles. 

Even the subwoofer subverts the 

usual rules, despite being the 

nearest thing that Martin Logan offers to a 

conventional solution. The visually 

transparent electrostatic panels allow 

light to pass though, which, perhaps 

surprisingly, tends to make them less 

dominating visually, as does the compact 

footprint- under one square foot in the 

case of the main Aeon speakers- though space 

is needed behind to allow the sound to 

'breathe'. This is an absolute requirement by the 

way. Being dipolar (i.e radiating sound waves 

out-of-phase front and back), Martin Logan 

speakers are critically dependent on being used 

in an appropriate acoustic environment. 

There is reason behind the apparent madness. 

Form definitely reflects function. A particularly 

interesting example of this involves the Descent 

subwoofer, the cross section of which is a 

modified hexagon, with three faces angled 120 

degrees apart housing three parallel-connected 

104mm drivers which are driven by a powerful 

400 watt amplifier. The staggered layout should 

mean reduced room interactions and a lower 

resonance internal shape, as well as better 

power handling capacity. But the main benefit 

is the elimination of most forms of cabinet 

reaction as all three drivers act equally through 

a single point at the centre, effectively 

nullifying most enclosure vibration. 

The Aeon comes closest to being what might 

be described as conventional by Martin Logan's 

house standards. It's a narrow but deep 

enclosure containing a single forward-facing 

104mm bass driver in a sealed enclosure, 

surmounted by an electrostatic panel which 

takes over above 450Hz. The panel is curved over 

a 30 degree arc horizontally, which improves 

the very sharp dispersion typical of flat panel 

speakers, and which tends to impose an 

inflexible listening position. The Script 

surround effects speaker follows broadly the 

same, er, script except that it is scaled down in 

size, has a 500Hz crossover and instead of being 

free standing, is designed to be bolted to side or 

rear walls, using a very substantial metal 

bracket that allows the speaker to be swivelled 

over a wide arc. The Script is a dedicated 

surround effect speaker designed to cover down 

to around 70Hz (-3dB). 

The other specifically home cinema 

loudspeaker is the Cinema (with a name like 

that, what else could it be?), which is a highly 

specialised centre speaker with a unique form 

factor that can be used above or below a TV, or 

even on the floor using an optional support 

which allows it to be tilted upwards. In this case, 

the electrostatic panel is curved inwards, with 

small bass enclosures at each end, and a dome 

tweeter taking over above 3.5kHz- the low 

frequency crossover is at 300Hz. The Cinema 

generates a much firmer and sharper image 

than the other speakers on there own and helps 

lock dialogue to the video action on screen. 

SOUND QUALITY 
There are a number of system matching, set-up 

and burn-in issues to be resolved (see box), but in 

a moderately large room, the system should 

soon sound at home. But this is emphatically 

not the biggest bang for your buck, pound, or 

euro, nor is it meant to be. Think of it rather as 

a way of extending a pair of Aeon hi-fi speakers 

into a surround sound context. As should 

already be apparent, no shortcuts other than 

those made necessary by the budget have been 

made. Overriding all else are the exquisitely 

transparent sounding electrostatic panels, 

which start and stop 1nore quickly and cleanly 

than any moving coil transducer, and which in 

current form have a sweetness and evenness 

right across the operating band that sets new 

class standards. 

But electrostatic panels don't reproduce bass, 

not at least unless they are unmanageably large, 

which makes hybrid designs with moving coil 

bass drivers almost mandatory. In the past, 

Martin Logan struggled to make its bass sections C> 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE MARTIN LOGAN MUL TICHANNEL SPEAKER SYSTEM 

CLOSE UP 

The high-standing electrostatic 
transducer uses an ultra-thin, 
transparent diaphragm to 
diffuse the higher frequendes, 
while the low end is handled by 
an eight-inch aluminium cone. 

CINEMA CENTRE 
SPEAKER 
A one-inch vacuum-formed soft 

dome cone is flanked by twin 
5.25-fnch magnetically shielded 
polypropylene cones in 
asymmetrical chambers. 

Three drivers with aluminium 
core cones are spedally aligned 
to cancel out each others' 
vibrations, which reduces cabinet 
movement and 'muddy' or 'fuzzy' 
bass tones. 

SCRIPT SURROUND 
EFFECTS SPEAKERS 
These scaled-down versions of the 
Aeons use 6.5-inch polypropylene 
woofers and are designed to be 
fixed to walls. 

---·------

"THE BASS IS ALSO SUPERB, THANKS TO THE DESCENT - EASILY 
ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESSIVE SUBWOOFERS OF RECENT YEARS." 

An infinitely adjustable 
phase control (unusual 

at this level) helps to 
ensure the sub 

synchronises with the 
other speakers, 

wherever you place it. 

and electrostatic panels sing from the same 

song sheet, partly due to the different 

dispersion characteristics of the different 

technologies, but it does a much better job 

these days - its bigger systems (like the Prodigy, 

which has an appropriately prodigious price 

tag) sound virtually seamless. There are limits to 

what can be done with smaller speakers which 

demand a much higher crossover frequency, but 

the test system maintains an almost seamless 

performance through the frequency band, with 

just a hint of mid and upper bass warmth. It is 

also consistent between the different speakers, 

only the centre speaker sounding slightly out of 

kilter with the system as a whole, with a slightly 

sharper and more obviously localised imaging 

than the expansive sounding Aeon. The changes 

in timbre (and high frequency dynamics too) are 

subtle and the system still ranks as highly 

consistent from the imagery point of view, but 

it is not as completely seamless as the very best, 

especially the very best THX Ultra systems, 

which set the gold standard in this area. 

But the Martin Logan system still enjoys a 

substantial musical advantage over other 

systems at the price. Imagery is explicit and well 

focused, and the midband has clarity and 

expressiveness, along with the kind of 

resolution that allows subtle ambient 

information full rein. Dialogue is highly 

articulate, without added chestiness or other 

box-related artefacts, and the system as a whole 

has a f luidity and grace unusual in a home 

cinema package. Given appropriate set-up, the 

bass is also superb, thanks to the Descent­

easily one of the most impressive subwoofers of 

recent years. 
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CONCLUSION 

This system raises some unusual questions. Are 

you interested in a high performance 

multichannel speaker package that is equally 

adept at music reproduction in stereo? Fed up 

with upended wooden coffins and the usual 

over-familiar cliches of the loudspeaker maker's 

art? Are you up for a system that makes an 

uncompromising design statement? If so, here is 

a contender that fills all these requirements, 

and that just might ignite your passion for 

surround sound in the home. This is a 

thoroughbred system, and unusually strong 

value for money for its type and sophistication. 

£9,991, Absolute Sounds a 020 8971 3909 

SYSTEM MATCHING, 
SET-UP AND BURN-IN 

e The speakers are quite sensitive, and with a strong 

'throw' by moving coil standards, they work in bigger 

rooms with less power than you might expect. But the 
Aeons especially are a punishing electrical load, and all 

five satellites demand a lot of the driving electronics 

thanks to their unusual transparency. Don't forget that 

each speaker needs an AC mains supply. This system 

worked well with TAG Mclaren's processor and power 

amps, and it should be well matched to the top of the line 

amplifiers coming from Denon and Pioneer. 

• The instructions give very explicit advice on speaker 

positioning. You will however need about a metre of 

space behind the main speakers. Happily the surrounds 

work well on the walls as intended and take very little real 

space from most rooms, despite being larger than most 

rear speakers. 

e The instructions specify the need for a proper burn-in 

period, though they probably understate the amount of 

running-in required. We recommend at least a week. 



The perfect balance between music and movies 

Size is no compromise with the Mordaunt-Short Premiere system. 

Designed for listeners who demand excellent performance from an 

unobtrusive design. Each individual component combines to 

deliver a seriously impressive listening experience. 

"This system is a rea/ surprise ... shut your eyes and these tiny 

speakers dissappear leaving an expanse of c/ewi/ec/, unforcecl 

music. A remarkably together sounding combination of 

minature sate/lites." Hi-fi Choice December 2001 

For free I iter atLII e or1 the Premiere Home Theatre S\ -.tem tram Morciaunt-Short, call 01753 680868 

Mordaunt Short 

Check here for your local dealer: 

• Northwood Audio Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 01296 
428790 • Seatle Audio Barrow in Furness, Cumbria 
01229 821233 • Kronos Belfast, Northern Ireland 028 
8775 3606 • LRG Belfast, Northern Ireland 028 9045 
1381 • EDC Bexley Heath, Kent 020 8298 7880 
• Kimberley Hi-Fi Bexley Heath, Kent 020 8304 3272 
• Practical Hi-Fi Blackpool, Lancashire 01253 300599 
• Sound Academy Bloxwich/Birmingham, West 
Midlands 01922 473499 ·Canterbury Hi-Fi Canterbury, 
Kent 01227 765315 • Radiocraft Cardiff, South Wales 
02920 231166 • Peter Tyson Carlisle, Cumbria 01228 
546756 • Bennetts Retail Chelmsford, Essex 01245 
490060 ·Chester AV Chester, Cheshire 01244 320414 
• Bennetts Rela� Colchester, Essex 01206 544406 
• The Hi-Fi StOI'e Crewe, Cheshire 01270 583889 
• Super Deal Audio & Visual Croydon, Surrey 020 8654 
1231 • Bari<:er & W�gfall Doncaster, South Yori<:shire 
01302 342376 • TN McKay Dumfries, Scotland 01387 
254117 • Alphavision Eastbourne, East Sussex 01323 
720646 • Bennetts Retail Farnham, Surrey 01252 
733003 • Tru Fi Famham, Surrey 01252 737090 • 

Halksworth Wheeler Folkestone, Kent 01303 255688 • 
Alan James Hi-Fi Glasgow, Scotland 0141 248 4434 • 
Rogers Radio Godalming, Surrey 01483 425252 • 
Bennetts Retail Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 01493 

651885 • Teleskill Guernsey, Channel Islands 01481 
722323 • Scanview Electronics Hammersmith, West 
London 020 8748 2059 • Ultimate Audio Visual 
Hertford, Hertbdshire 01992 583399 • Huddersfield 
Hi·Fi Huddersfield, West Yori<:shire 01484 544668 
• Bennetts Retail Ipswich, Suffolk 01473 610801 
• Sound Engineering Jersey, Channel Islands 01534 
721735 • Classic Hi-Fi Kettering, Northamptonshire 
01536 310855 • Leicester Hi-Fi Leicester, 
Leicestershire 0116 253 9753• Stratford Hi-Fi 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 01926 888644 • Alf 
Electronics Sales & SefVice Brixton, South London 020 
8674 4433 • Spatial Audio & Video Central London 020 
7637 8702 • Lasyl Ud East Sheen. South West London 
020 8876 7632 • Scanview Electrooics Hammersmith, 
West London 020 8748 2059 • Super Deal Plumstead, 
South East London 020 8316 5572· Hi-Fi Confidential 
Victoria, SouthWest London 020 7233 7225 • Babber 
Electronics West Ealing, West London 020 8579 6315 
• Practical Hi-Fi Manchester 0161 839 8869 • Unilet 
Sound & Vision New Maiden, Surrey 020 8942 9567 
• Fenwicks ltd Newcastle 0191 232 5100 • JG 
Windows Newcastle 0191 232 1356· Bennetts Retail 
Norwich, Norfolk 01603 625955• Audiocraft 
Northampton 01604 636291 • Forum Hi-Fi 
Sherwood/Nottingham, Nottinghamshire 0115 962 
2657 • Tru Fi RedhiU, Surrey 01737 763216 • Track-2-
Track Sawbridgeworth, Herts 01279 721172 • SMC 
Sound & VIsion Shrewsbury, Shropshire 01743 
232065 • Super Deal Sidcup, Kent 020 8309 5400 
• Dogra & Sons Slough, Beri<:shire 01753 535689 
• Audiovision St. Neots, Cambridgeshire 01480 471115 
• Musical Approach Stafford, Staftordshire 01785 
255154 • Audiovision Stevenage, Hertfordshire 01438 
355800 • PDS Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire 01782 
744556 • Stratford Hi-Fi Stratford·upon-Avon, 
WaMickshire 01789 414533 • Sound Academy Sutton 
Cotdfreld, West Midlands 01922 473499 • Quinns 
Swansea, South Wales 01792 773644 • Tring 
Television Tring, Hertfordshire 01442 822450 ·Sounds 
of Music Tunbridge Wells, Kent 01892 539595 
• Upgrade Heaven Wakefield, Nottinghamshire 01924 
332790 • Practical Hi-Fi Warrington, Cheshire 01925 
632179 • Video Vision Welling Garden City. 
Hertfordshire 01707 323610 • Oades Ltd West 
Orayton, Middlesex 01895 420898 • Sound Advice 
Woodford Bridge, Essex 020 8504 5444 • Bowers & 

W1lkins Worthing, West Sussex 01903 2£4141 ·Sound 
Cinerg y Walsall, West Midlands 01922 457926 
• Warrington Hi-Fi Warrington, Cheshire 01925 636215 
• Worcester Hi-Fi Worcester, Worcestershire 01905 
612929 

Or Richer Sounds Stores nationwide: 

• Belfast 028 9032 1332 • Binningham 0121 643 1516 
• Bournemouth 01202 720 380 • Brighton 01273 673 
333 • Bristol 0117 973 4397 • Cambridge 01223 304 
848 • Cardiff 0292 039 9988 • Cheltenham 01242 572 
572 • Chester 01244 400 102 • Colil +353 (0)21 450 
4004 • Dublin +353 (0)1 671 9666 • Edinburgh 0131 
226 3544 • Exeter01392 272 772 • Glasgow 0141 226 
5551 • Guildford 01483 449 222 • Hull 01482 329 289 
• Leeds 0113 245 5717 • Leicester 0116 255 4656 
• Liverpool 0151 708 7484 • London Bromley 020 
8466 6565 • London Chelsea 020 7352 8496 •London 
City 020 7626 8006• London Croydon 020 8667 1100 
• London Ealing 020 8566 4422 • London West End 
020 7831 2888 • London Kingston 020 8549 9999 
• London Bridge 020 7403 1201 • London Swiss 
Cottage 020 7722 3359 • Maidstone 01622 67 70 67 
• Manchester North 0161 773 0333 • Manchester 
South 0161 480 1700 • Milton Keynes 01908 608 908 
• Newcastle 0191 230 1392 • Norwich 01603 620 860 

• Nottingham 0115 924 1551 • Oxford 01865 243 444 
• Plymouth 01752 222 256 • Reading 0118 959 1111 
• Romford 01708 747 727 ·Sevenoaks 01732 456 573 
• Sheffield 0114 266 1616 • Southampton 0238 023 
1311 • Stoke on Trent 01782 289 009 • Swindon 
01793 612 652 • Watford 01923 218 888 
·Wolverhampton 01902 455 877 

www.mordaunt-short.co.uk 

® 



HIGH PERFORMANCE ARCAM FMJ A32 & P35 TWO BOX STEREO AMPLIFIER 
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PERFECT PARTNERS 
Ma:<3!1fW�I THE JEWEL IN ARCAM'S AMP RANGE IS AN INTEGRATED PLUS POWER 

COMBO THAT BEATS MOST BI-AMP PRETENDERS HANDS DOWN. 
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The stylish brushed 
chrome of the amp is 

let down slightly by 
the less shiny remote. 

MJ was the upmarket range that 

pulled Arcam out of the doldrums 

a few years ago, and the A32 

integrated amp, based on the DiVA 

ASS blueprint, has been 

introduced to headline the range 

in place of the established A22. 

Architecturally it is not quite the 

sam.e as the ASS. Even leaving the 

better quality aluminium and 

steel casework ro one side, 

there have been 

subtle 

improvements 

9 ro the circuit ropology, 

� especially in the preamp 
� section, and the power amp � 
<C and power supplies have been 

2E beefed up to provide 100 watts per 

� channel into eight oh1ns, or 140 watts 

into four ohms. There's no pretence of a 

doubling of power into the four ohm load, so a 

massive current yield is not really its forte, but it 

remains a powerful amplifier when used with 

all but the most difficult loudspeakers. 

It is also a well-equipped one, with some 

unusual features, most of which are based 

around a slick microprocessor-Driven interface: 
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input normalisation to balance sensitivity across 

sources with varying outputs, rone controls that 

can be assigned to chosen inputs and bypassed 

with others, switchable fixed gain for home 

cinema applications, and more. It also has a 

rotary encoder volume control with selectable 

gearing ratios. Of course the A32 is remote 

controlled, using a stick-type system handset. It's 

not the prettiest of its type, but it's serviceable. 

The P3S is the matching stereo power amp. 

Apart from switching for two speaker 

pairs, it's an almost featureless 

A32-size component which, 

when used with the A32 

allows bi-wirable 

speakers to be bi-

� am.ped, delivering the 

same volts but twice the 

current, and potentially 

much better control over the 

load. The P3S is also available with 

a third power amp module which can 

be used to tri-amplifY an appropriate 

speaker. Missing however is the home cinema 

processor add-in for the integrated amplifier 

that was available for the preceding Alpha 10 
and FMJ A22 amps; a solution that simply lacks 

the f1exibility to cope with today's demands. 



SOUND QUALITY 

On its own, driving Red Rose Classic speakers (a 

large, bi-wirable three-way design) through 

Nordost Valhalla cabling, the A32 is a clean, 

lively and agile amplifier. Despite its heritage, it 

doesn't really sound like the DiVA ASS. It has a 

more neutral balance and a greater subjective 

bandwidth: as though there was more going on 

at the frequency extremes. You might describe it 

as a more grown-up sounding amplifier. 

So how does the addition of the P3S alter the 

equation? As our recent Bench Testof two-box 

prejpower and integrated/power amps showed, 

all the theory about what kind of amplifier 

should perform best- are bi-amp combinations 

like this one really inherently superior to 

straight one-box amplifiers for example?­

counts for nothing when confronted by the 

differences were small and I was not always able 

to reliably distinguish between them. 

However, what was abundantly obvious was 

the extra muscle and control produced by using 

both amps rather than just the A32, and the 

way that the sound was able to 'breathe'. 

Orchestral recordings were reproduced with 

"WHAT WAS ABUNDANTLY OBVIOUS WAS THE EXTRA 

MUSCL E AND CONTROL PRODUCED BY USING BOTH AMPS." 

practicalities of individual designs. In that test, 

the Arcam combination (ASS and PSS) was the 

only integrated/power combination in which 

the two components were closely enough 

matched to make the test meaningful. And it 

looks as though Area m has pulled the rabbit out 

of the hat again with the two FMJ components. I 

formed a marginal preference for the P3S 

driving the tweeter and the A32 driving mid 

and bass units rather than vice versa, but the 

PHONO/AUX 

more passion and f low, while the internal 

structure, the placement of individual 

instruments, was more focused, more grounded. 

Chamber recordings sounded larger in scale at 

the same volume, and even solo singers 

(Suzanne Vega unaccompanied in one example) 

had a more tangible presence. 

CONCLUSION 

The A32 is something of a star, and while 

adding the P3S is not an inexpensive exercise, it 

is a worthwhile one that takes the performance 

of the Arcam design to a new level. 

A32, £1,099.90. P35, £799.90 
Arcam � 01223 203200 
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CD TUNER AV DVD VCR 

The A32 comes 
equipped with five 
line-level analogue 
source inputs plus two 
inputfoutput loops. A 

phono stage is 
optional. 

81-AMPING 

Bi-wiring: Amplifiers are 

normally connected to a 

single pair of sockets on the 

loudspeaker, but many 

speakers allow the tweeter 

and the bass/midrange unit 

to be separated electrically. 

This allows them to be 

driven by separate cable 

pairs which are connected 

at the amplifier end. 

Si-amplification: This 

approach takes bi-wiring 

one stage further, allowing 

each drive unit to be driven 

by a separate power amp, 

doubling the number of 

power amplifiers required. 

lt won't increase the power 

on offer but is likely to 

decrease distortion and if 

both amps have identical 

characteristics, can improve 

sound quality. 
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YOUR FLEXIBLE 
THE MC-12'S NEAR-ENCYCLOPAEDIC RANGE OF LISTENING OPTIONS 
OFFERS SOME SERIOUS DILEMMAS FOR SURROUND SOUND FANS. 

exicon's latest MC-12 processor is an 

extraordinary device. The company has 

always been at the forefront of digital 

processing for surround sound and this 

design reaffirms its position at the top 

of the tree. just as importantly, it really 

looks like a high-end product- the 

hewn-from-solid-aluminium fascia and 

the sculpted base of the balanced 'B' 
model give it the looks one expects of a 

megabucks component. 

The name of the game here is 

flexibility. The MC-12 appears to answer 

just about every wish the surround 

sound enthusiast could have. The 12 in the 

name indicates the number of channels it will 

run, it's also the amount of analogue inputs and 

one less than the sum of digital inputs. What's 

more significant is that any connected source 

can be assigned to any input. This means that 

the same source can be assigned to two or more 

different inputs with different types of 

surround processing applied to each. So you 

would plug your CD player into the back and 

have the CD input handle it in analogue bypass 

mode like a regular hi-fi preamp, but you can 

also assign it to the LD input for instance and 

have it processed in Lexicon's 7.1 channel L7 

28 I HI·FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I may 2002 

nwde. Each input can be con figured to accept 

specific analogue and digital inputs and process 

them in whichever of the 26 listening modes is 

appropriate to that input type. 

If that sounds confusing, fear not, it becomes a 

lot clearer when you start playing with the on­

screen display. This reveals the multi-tiered 

arrangement for changing parameters and set­

up.lt arrived with the two basic options I 

needed already configured: L7 Film processing 

fi-om a digital input and 5.1 analogue bypass 

mode from the 5.1 input used with high 

resolution DVD-Audio and SACD music players, 

but I didn't have too much difficulty taking the 

signal coming into the 5.1 input and 

channelling it through the MC-12's processing 

and trying different surround modes. The 

analogue bypass mode is the most direct route 

through the MC-12 because the signal only goes 

through the volume control, but you are then 

stuck with whatever speaker set-up facilities 

there are on the source. 

The presence of24-bit/96kHz A-to-O converters 

on inputs and 24-bit/ 192kHz DACs at the 

outputs means that you are getting high 

resolution conversion before and after the four 

32-bit DSP engines do their stuff. If the DVD-A 

and SACD camps could get their acts together 



LEXICON MC -128 SURROUND SOUND PROCESSOR HIGH PERFORMANCE 
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FRIEND 
and finalise a digital interface, a processor like 

this would really come into its own. As it is you 

have to choose between basic set-up (at the 

source) and an extra tier of analogue to digital 

conversion (in the processor). 

The MC-12 is designed for the well-heeled 

home cinema enthusiast, the kind of movie 

lover for whom anything less than seven 

channels is a toy system. This is after all a full 

THX Ultra machine with decoders for all the 

existing Dol by and DTS surround systems and 

expansion slots to cater for any that arrive in 

future. The home cinema installer can also take 

advantage of the highly sophisticated triggers 

which can be programmed to initiate tasks 

specific to each input. The list of features goes 

on .. But pages don't! 

SOUND QUALITY 
Describing the sound of this processor is a bit 

like shaking hands with an octopus - tricky. 

There are so many listening modes that one is 

overcome with variety and getting at the 

fundamentals becomes highly elusive. At the 

most prosaic level I compared its two-channel 

bypass mode with an ATC SCA2 stereo preamp. 

The latter, an all-analogue device, proved to be 

cleaner and more relaxed with genuine stage 

depth, leaving the MC-12 to reveal a degree of 

electronic grubbiness. But it's clearly not a 

stereo preamp, it's a multichannel processor 

and in this respect it is extremely capable . 

One factor that differentiates it from the 

competition is the existence of Logic 7 

processing, Lexicon's own algorithm and one 

which comes in three f lavours: L7 TV, L7 Film 

and L7 Music. These I compared with the more 

familiar alternatives from Dolby, DTS and THX 

and found that with L7 Music you get a 

generally more open, expansive soundstage 

coupled with some slightly odd tonal effects. 

Missy Elliot sounded like she had a cold and Joni 

Mitchell a little plummy. The trade-off for extra 

spaciousness is a loss of image solidity- DPL 11 

Music provides a more anchored vocal and 

restrained im.age scale. In all instances analogue 

bypass gave a greater solidity to the sound but 

there were respects where the sound steering of 

imaginatively mixed albums, like Missy's, 

improved when passed through the processor. 

With formats closer to its heart (i.e. films) the 

MC-12 proved m.ore impressive. TI1e Matrix 

provided a great opportunity for it to prove that 

action scenes can be explosive and powerful 

without battering your ears. I've had quite a few 

dems of the foyer scene, the one where loads of 

composite stone cladding are destroyed by 

gunfire but our heroes aren't scratched, yet I've 

never noticed the music that accompanies the 

action. Another strong point is dynamic range­

other processors seem compressed compared to 

the MC-12 which can shock with dynamic 

swings while maintaining intelligibility. 

With stereo TV I found DPL 11 THX to be the 

processing of choice. It's fairly conservative, 

keeping speech to the centre but opening up 

when genuine stereo material joins the fray. L7 

TV had a peculiar echo effect, which can be 

defeated by turning down the rear channels for 

that input but seemed strange nonetheless. 

One thing that did surprise me was that given 

the quality of digital conversion on offer its PCM 

digital input couldn't compete with analogue 

bypass when working with a CD player. Genuine 

75 ohm socketry might have improved this. 

In the context of seven ATC T16 active 

loudspeakers and a REL Stentor subwoofer I 

enjoyed some superb entertainment with the 

MC·12. There are moments on the Frankie Goes 

To Hollywood Rage Hard SACD that remind me 

of Pink Floyd, and this system really revelled in 

the manipulation of sound and the dynamics 

that Trevor Horn put in. Likewise Missy Elliot's 

"DESCRIBING THE SOUND OF THIS PROCESSOR IS A BIT 
LIKE SHAKING HANDS WITH AN OCTOPUS- TRICKY." 

The MC-12 is an incredibly 
flexible beast, with 26 

different Listening modes 
and a huge variety of 
connection options 
round the back. 

C> 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE LEXICON MC -128 SURROUND SOUND PROCESSOR 

CLOSE UP 

Listening 
Modes 
1. L7 Film 
2. L7 TV 
3. L7 Music 
4.Dolby Digital 
5. Dolby Pro-Logic 11 
6. Dol by Pro-Logic 11 THX 
7. Dolby Pro-Logic 11 

Music 
8. Dolby Pro-Logic 
9. 2-Channel 
10. 2-Channel Surround 
11. Mono 
12. Mono Logic 
13. Mono Surround 
14. 5.1 L7Film 
15.5.1 L7TV 
16. 5.1 L7 Music 
17. 5.1 THX Surround EX 
18. 5.1 2-Channel 
19. 5.1 Mono 
20. 5.1 Mono Logic 
21. 5.1 Mono Surround 
22. DTS-ES 
23. DTS-ES L7 Film 
24. DTS-ES L7 Music 
25. DTS-ES THX 
26. DTS-ES 2-Channel 
Note: DTS Neo 6 and 
Neo 6 Music along with 

5.1 a versions of the L7 
algorithm specifically 
designed for DVD·A and 
SACD are now being 
incorporated into 
production MC-12s. 

SPEAKER 
SET-UP 
One of the key factors 

with mult1channel 

systems IS speaker set �up 

and bass management. 

When you bypass the 

processing stages 1n the 

MC -12 you also bypass 1ts 

not inconsiderable 

capabilities m these 

departments. The Lex1con 

allows you to set 

crossover points for each 

channel in the system. 

using a 24dB/octave filter 

in all but THX modes 

(12dB/octave), and w1th 

the a1d of an SPL meter 

and tape measure you can 

set levels and d1stances. it 

allows for mono or stereo 

subs and treats LFE (low 

frequency effects) 

separately. 

You cun further tweak 

1nd1vidual channel levels 

for specific inputs wh1le 

listening, and with 

practice (lots of practice) 

this can be done without 

a TV monitor by using the 

dot matr1x d"play. 

DIGITAL DISPLAY 
Shows listening mode, 
source type, source mode 
and volume. 

MODE SELECTOR 
The up and down controls 
can be toggled to find the 
appropriate listening mode. 
They can also be set to 
select a default mode. 

MAIN INPUT 
SELECTORS 
These buttons aUow you 
select each of the 12 
available source inouts. 

RECORDING 
SOURCE SELECTORS 
Use these buttons to choose 
which source you'd like to 
record. 

Also appears on the 
remote and can be set to 
FuU Volume Off, or -40dB, 
-30d8, -20dB, -10dB. 

ZONE BUTTONS 
Select and deselect your 
required zone with these. AU the inputs from 

the main selector 
section but for a 
second room. 

AUDIO INPUTS 
8ght stereo analogue 
inputs, three of which may 
be conflgured as a 5.1 input 
(e.g. for DVD-A/SACD). 

VIDEO INPUTS 
Four assignable component 
video Inputs, five composite 
video inputs and eight 5-
Video inputs. 

VIDEO OUTPUTS AUDIO OUTPUTS 
Composite and 5-Video Six main stereo analogue 
outputs for the Main Zone. outputs (plus two for Zone 

2) provide plenty of options 
for partnering power amps. 

Additional audio output 
panel specific to the pro 
'B' wrsion of the MC-12. 
Use if your power amps 
haw balanced inputs. 

Six coaxial digital audio 
inputs and five optical 
connectors plus one 
Optical Mini Jack (OMJ). 

12 VOLT TRIGGERS 
A set of trigger outputs 
can be used to send a 
control signal for 
automated devices, like 
blinds and lighting. 

Two connectors for 
uploading software 
updates and home 
automation hook-up. 

Audio and video outputs for 
recording. 

first DVD-A has some superb use of the available 

channels which input extra life and energy. But 

why oh why did they have to censor the lyrics?! 

CONCLUSION 

I have only been able to scratch the surface of 

the MC-12's capabilities in this piece and if you 

want a better idea I suggest you visit a dealer or 

go to www.lexicon.com. I haven't even had a 

chance to mention the two other zones it 

supplies; record and Zone 2 (another room). But 

the crux of the biscuit is that the MC-12 offers 

every facility the AV enthusiast could dream of 

and delivers a quality of processed sound that is 

extremely hard to beat. If you want complete 

control there's little competition. 

MC-12B (balanced) £9,000. MC-12 (standard) £8,100 

CSE Solutions � 01423 359054 

'TVE HAD A QUITE A FEW DEMS OF THE MATRIXS FOYER SCENE, BUT 
I'VE NEVER NOTICED THE MUSIC THAT ACCOMPANIES THE ACTION." 
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THE Hi-Fi BUGLE 
Bringing You The Latest Information & Events 

A Very Important flote 
It's always very nice to give good news. 

There is so much of the opposite these 

days isn't there? London is to get a brand 

new high quality Hi-Pi show this year -

and no you won't have to wait several 

months to appreciate it! Less than a month 

to be precise. 

The 6/7 April. 

Conceived, created and commenced 

entirely in January this year, it's only 

through real enthusiasm from the trade 

that it's been possible to achieve it. The 

Organisers, who already have a successful 

and established event in the North have 

compressed 12 months work into three 

and come up with an ambitious and fresh 

event. 

London of course has had it's own show 

in the Autumn for some time but future 

plans for this event have become confused 

and it's for this reason that many felt it 

essential that our calencler was assured of 

a major show for the Capital. 

The venue will be the Renaissance Hotel 

at Heathrow which many of you will 

remember as the birthplace of Hi-fi shows 

added to which the Renaissance has just 

undergone a major and expensive refit. 

Already backed by four of your favourite 

magazines 'Hi-Pi Choice', 'Home 

Entertainment', 'Smart House' and 'Hi-Pi 

Plus, sales of stands are well advanced and 

by the time you read this advertisment we 

should have our website fully operational 

so tune in for the latest details at 

www.chestergroup.org 

Deliberately capped at 55 exhbitors for 

this year (although brands will exceed a 

I 00) our entire focus is to ensure you get 

value for money, top quality presentation 

and a jol.ly good clay out. 

We very Jmtch look forward to meeting 

you all at what promises to be a fresh and 

thoroughly enjoyable weekend for all 

those interested in top quality sound and 

vision. 

Shows For All 
Seasons 
Chesterfield Communications Ltd. are 

also organising other exciting audio 

events through out the year: 

The 'Heathrow' High Fidelity Show 

'A new Spring Show for London' 

The Renaissance Hotel 1-leathrow Airport 

6- 7 April 2002 

The Belfast Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

Show 

'Welcome back' 

Stormant Hotel, Belfast 2nd & 3rd 

November 2002 

The Manchester Hi-Fi & Home 

Cinema Show 

'Now in its third year' 

H ilton Manchester Airport 16th & 17th 

November 2002 

The Scottish Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

Show 

'Scotland get its own permanent show' 

Thistle Hotel Glasgow 19th -20th 

September 2002 

April Show 
Exhibitors 

www.chestergroup.org 

There has never been more interest in 

high quality sound and vision and at a 

time when the UK has more 

manufacturers than ever before. 

Come and experience the awesome 

capabilities of the latest technology in 

surroundings that replicate your own 

home. 

See- hear and handle all that's latest in 

Hi-Fidelity and Home Cinema 

equipments 

For the latest list of exhibitors visit 

www.chestergroup.org our dedicated web 

site. 

Chesterfield Communications Ltd. 

dedicated web site keeps you up to elate 

with all the latest developments. Each 

show has its own section, listing show 

dates and times, prices and special offers. 

There are also detailed maps and 

directions to help you find us quickly and 

easily. 

www.chestergroup.org is updated 

regularly with the latest show exhibitors 

and products on demonstration. 

The best way to get to the show • The 

latest list of exhibitors • The latest 

products • Exclusive product launches • 

Where to stay and preferential 

accommodation rates • Your chance to tell 

us what you want so we can build in for 

future years • Special deals and 

competitions. 

Want to attend more of our shows - get 

yourself a season ticket. 



HIGH PERFORMANCE PINK TRIANGLE INTEGRAL STEREO AMPLIFIER 

BRILLIANT CORNERS 
DECADES OF INNOVATION IN LOOKS AND DESIGN PAY 
OFF IN PINK TRIANGLE'S FIRST EVER INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER. 

f the success of a company were based on 

innovation and good intentions alone, then 

Pink Triangle would be as familiar a name 

now as it was during the 'turntable wars' of 

the late seventies and early eighties. In 

reality, Pink has had a rocky ride, though 

when it has occasionally ventured back into 

the limelight with products like the PIP 

preamplifier, or the Ordinal and DaCapo 

DACs, these novel electronics were greeted 

with almost unanimous praise from critics 

and consumers alike. I have little doubt that 

the £3,995 Integral amplifier will excite 

similar enthusiasm, but with new money 

and management behind the brand, it 

remains just as important that Pink Triangle 

can sustain this initial flurry of interest. 

Sure enough, the Integral is Pink's first 

integrated amplifier, but the roots of the design 

can be traced back both to the PIP preamp and 

matching POP power amp, the latter having 

failed to make production some 16 years ago. Its 

styling is as novel as ever. albeit with a nod to 

products from the MF and Gryphon stables, 
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with its chrom.ed centrepiece sporting both a 

motorised volume control and selection keys for 

its four inputs and two tape loops. There is even 

a pair of cylindrical supports under the 

heatsinking, positioned in line with the amp's 

centre of gravity so you can lift the unit without 

slicing your fingers off. Nice touch. 

Around the back, a series of substantial, gold­

plated phonos are joined by matching 4mm 

speaker binding posts from WET. An additional 

set of balanced inputs is provided, while pre- ins 

and outs provide a route for future bi-amping 

should it be required. A rather less substantial 

remote control has been sourced from the Far 

Eastern 'parts bin' but, as this transmits RCS 

code, it will also prove compatible with many 

ancillary components (CD players in particular) 

already in enthusiasts' systems. 

Other than its common input selection board, 

the Integral is dual-mono throughout and more 

than meets its 100 watts per channel 

specification with 2x 125 watts into eight ohms 

and 2x215 watts into four ohm loads. Under 

dynamic conditions, like real music, it's possible 



to squeeze out some 155 watts, 285 watts, 485 

watts and 310 watts into eight, four, two and 

one ohm loads respectively, which suggests the 

Integral will successfully grapple with almost 

any speaker likely to cross its path. Some 

technical issues remain concerning the 

'symmetry' of noise, distortion and DC offsets 

between channels, but I feel confident any such 

wrinkles will be ironed out once the unit settles 

into production. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Auditioned with Theta CD and Sony SACD fi·ont­

ends, the Integral swiftly showed its colours -

or, more correctly, lack of colour- and 

demonstrated that costly prefpower 

combinations are by no means the only route to 

audio's high-end. There is a combination of 

grace and power about the Integral that 

been artificially enhanced, while both the 

percussive highs and low bass rhythm sound 

that little bit smoother, that little bit more 

relaxed. Make no mistake, this is a true 

'wideband' amplifier but it's the mid band that 

consistently beguiles- deep bass and high treble 

play a supporting role without ever tripping up, 

but the fi·equency extremes are almost too 

transparent, too silky-smooth to advertise the 

Integral's presence. Which, in a less topsy-turvy 

world, would be a quality to applaud. 

In short, this is the sort of realistic, free­

f lowing music that you do not forget in a hurry 

and yet, instead of describing its colour and 

beauty, the most experienced listeners will 

simply sit transfixed with their mouths lodged 

slightly ajar. And if it can keep these people 

quiet, Pink Triangle must be doing something 

very right indeed! 

.. THE INTEGRAL DEMONSTRATES THAT COSTLY PRE/POWER 
COMBINATIONS ARE NOT THE ONLY ROUTE TO AUDIO'S HIGH END." 

complements the greater bandwidth and 

expression ofSACD. The two-channel version of 

the Sacred Feast SACD sounded tremendously 

open and atmospheric, the choir thrilling in its 

intensity without ever becoming hard or 

oppressive while the bass, though slightly 

understated, still contributed to an almost 

palpable ambience. 

Vocal imaging is little short of astonishing. 

Ryan Adams could have been standing in the 

room performing his Wild Flowers track, the 

tactile force of his voice forming a rock about 

which the acoustic guitar, strings and vibes 

danced till the emotion all but dripped off the 

walls. The strings have a bite and resonance that 

fills the room without sounding as if they've 

CONCLUSION 

Fabulous though the Integral sounds, I am not 

even going to attempt to justifY its equally 

fabulous price tag. It is worth noting that the 

Integral is assembled in the UK where small 

runs of custom metalwork, anodising and PCBs 

are prohibitively costly. Believe me, building 

anything in the UK is rarely a cost-effective 

option. Nevertheless, the Integral's price is 

almost incidental, for the very well-heeled 

audiophile will pay almost anything for a sound 

that takes him, or her, that little bit closer to 

perfection. And as we all know, perfection is 

very much in the ear of the beholder... 

£3,995 Pink T1·iangle a 0207 703 5498 

INSIDE THE 
INTEGRAL 
Ideally, the power 

transistors used in 

amplifiers would be very 

quick and linear devices 

but also sufficiently rugged 

to dump real-world current 

into the speaker load. These 

conflicting roles are at least 

partially satisfied in the 

Integral by the use of a 

cascode output stage. 

In a conventional power 

amplifier, the output 

transistors get hot (and 

their characteristics 

change) as they soak up 

the difference between the 

signal level required to 

drive the speaker and the 

fixed power supply voltage 

ranged across them. 

In PT's cascode 

arrangement there are two 

stages, a lower-level stage 

that defines the output 

voltage while sourcing the 

required current from a 

more rugged piggy-back 

stage that's connected in 

series. The lower operating 

temperature reduces the 

'thermal cycling' 

experienced with 

conventional power amps, 

making it inherently more 

linear before corrective 

'band-aids' like feedback 

The very modern 

Integral's roots 

actually go back 16 

years, to the design of 

the PIP preamp and 

POP power amp. 
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INSPIRATIONS 

The Jimmy 
Hughes 

Experience 
JIMMY HUGHES, HI-FI PUNDIT AND SUPERTWEAKER 
EXTRAORDINAIRE, INVITES DAVID VIVIAN INTO HIS 

AUDIO TEMPLE TO DISCUSS THE CORRELATION 
BETWEEN QUANTUM MECHANICS AND BLU-TAC. 

B 
ack when my age was a 

single syllable affair, I 

believed I could construct 

an internal combustion 

engine from stuff found in 

kitchen drawers. The trick 

was to find utensils and appliances so 

complicated their function was a 

mystery and somehow make them fit 

together- the resulting melange of 

metalwork would know what to do. But 

alas. it never did. Undaunted, l soon 

developed a worrying habit of plugging 

everything into everything else,just to 

see what would happen. 

It's a wonder I made it to my first 

double syllable though predictable, 

perhaps, that I'd end up writing about 

cars and hi-fi. My miserable biscuit tin 

and egg whisk engines probably put me 

off tinkering with real motors for life 

and lined up a career in the driving seat 

rather than under the bonnet. Avoiding 

electrocution, though, meant my urge 

to connect things survived, if on a more 

metaphorical level in later years. Truth 

is, the very idea a hi-fi system's sound 

can be improved by things as diverse as 

blobs ofBlu-Tac, black box "enhancers" 

and treatments skimmed from the 

fringes of fundamental physics, gives 

me goose bumps. 

Which is why I've always known I'd 

never turn down the chance to visit 

Jimmy Hughes at his unusual (to say the 

least) split-level apartmentjust above 

Moorgate tube station near London's 

Barbican Centre. For many of you, 

Jimmy will need no introduction. Not 

only is he a stalwart of British hi-fi 

reviewing and estimable classical music 

buff, but also probably the most fearless 

and gifted tweak guru on the planet. 

I've known him for years but never been 

invited to the inner sanctum of what 

must be the closest thing hi-fi reviewing 

has to the Batcave. But I'm here now, 

interviewing the man who really did 

plug everything into everything else. 

HUMANISING TRANSFORMERS 

The first thing I notice aboutJimmy's 

system is that it has more junctions 

than the nearby Circle Line. This. of 

course, flies in the face of conventional 

thinking (keep things simple and signal 

paths short), but then jimmy isn't a 

conventional thinker. 

He surveys the profusion of boxes 

between the amp and the CD player and 

does some explaining. "A few years ago I 

started to experiment with line-match­

ing transformers. (I think they're very 

popular in Japan). Various ideas have 

been put forward as to what they do. 

One is that they block radio frequency 

interference. The net effect seems to be 

that it kind of humanises the sound; 

seems to give it greater body and 

substance. I think transformers seem to 

do that generally. Some of the old jazz 

recordings from. the fifties have this 

incredibly real, solid quality. And I think 

one of the reasons was transformers. 

"JIMMY'S INNER SANCTUM MUST BE THE CLOSEST 
THING HI-FI REVIEWING HAS TO THE BATCAVE." 
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Hughes's way: (left to right) Papworth TVA15 
valve amp (plus EAR amp not currently in use), 
Avid Volvere turntable, Luxman transformer 
(used for both CD and turntable), Chord's DAC 
64 atop a Musical Fidelity A3 CD player, Audiolab 
PPA phono stage, Kuzma Stabi turntable. 
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INSPIRATIONS 

"I use two of them- a Luxman and a 

Marantz. There are also two valve line 

stages: a Musical Fidelity X10D and an 

American Audio Signal Enhancer which 

has a similar effect. The reason for them 

in the first place was to deal with the 

typical problems of CD- the thinness of 

sound, the lack of body and weight, and 

also the poor pitch definition." 

It's probably appropriate that we 

should start off with the cure rather 

than the kit. Jimmy has never been 

dogmatic when it comes to equipment, 

though the Papworth TVA 15 integrated 

valve amp he currently uses (a modest 

£1, 700) looks every bit as exotic as his 

Avid and Kuzma turntables. His holy 

grail isn't perfect hi-fi but a sound he 

likes and can live with. Price, type, 

power or brand aren't the things that 

shape his audio world, though he is 

excited by his latest acquisition, Chord's 

ultra-sophisticated DAC 64, which is fed 

from the transport of a Musical Fidelity 

A3 CD player. Jimmy reckons the Chord 

has injected new life and vitality into his 

system and made CD sound better than 

he would have thought possible. 

THINK DIFFERENT 
It seems almost too straightforward. 

Most of the major improvements to 

Jimmy's system over the years have been 

driven by the man's urge to experiment. 

"Back in the mid-eighties, l did 

actually move away from big, expensive 

speakers and, for about four or five 

years, used small, nondescript boxes 

made by Arcam (the Arcam 2). In a 

direct A-B comparison, the speaker was 

disappointing. But once I'd listened to it 

for a while and adjusted, I suddenly 

realised there was much more to it than 

"Now make yourself comfortable David, we've 
still got another 15,997 albums to get through." 
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"EVERYTHING STEMS FROM PITCH DEFINITION: TEMPO, 
CLARITY, DYNAMIC INFLECTION, RHYTHMIC VITALITY." 

I'd first realised and I started to find the 

music more involving. The speaker 

wasn't drawing attention to itself. 

"I used them for about four or five 

years. I only changed when the Impulse 

H1 (a bulky f loorstanding horn speaker) 

came along. These were a much more 

ambitious design. In many ways, I was 

still unsure whether I wanted them." 

But the H1s (and second pair) are still 

here, jammed into the corners at the far 

end and lower level of this narrow room 

made thinner by the 16,000 or so LPs 

lining the walls. Pointing away from us. 

"I use them back to front," continues 

Jimmy matter-{)f-factly, now so comfort­

able with his paradigm shift that he 

doesn't regard it as unusual. "It came 

about by accident.! had to review a 

speaker called the Shahinian Arc. I 

looked at them. and, basically, it was 

difficult to work out which way they 

should go and, as it happened, I chose 

the wrong way- so they pointed away. 

But I was very impressed by what I 

heard." The stuff of tweaking legend. 

But hardly the whole story. "Since 

then there's been lots of other things. 

For example, the speakers sit on 

Townshend Seismic Sinks, the drive 

units are decoupled from the cabinets 

with Deflex gaskets and then there's the 

supertweeter. Unlike the Tannoy one it's 

almost inaudible- with some music you 

might just be able to detect it. This 

su pertweeter was actually a Peter Belt 

idea. (Note: Peter Belt is the inventor of 

some of the strangest hi-fi tweaks ever. 

Many worked and J immy was a fan but 

PB then started to base his tweaks on the 

theories of quantum mechanics which 

no one understands anyway.Jimmy and 

Peter fell out over the supertweeter.) 

"For Peter they weren't su pertweeters. 

He had an idea that one of the problems 

with sound was that there was a time 

discontinuity with the recording, which 

was made in the past, and replaying it 

today in the present. The Motorola 

supertweeters were designed to combat 

that. I made the mistake of thinking 

they were high frequency units. 

Anyway, he took them back and I 

bought myself a set fi·om Maplins. 

They're pretty cheap and I used them 

and liked what they did." 

At the far end of the room, there are 

two small REL subwoofers ("I use two 

because there's a cancellation in mono, 

and I keep them close together because 

one of the most important things is to 

have a solid, coherent central image") 

and a hidden Good mans car speaker 

connected to the right speaker. "All I 

wanted it to do was to focus the centre 

image," explains Jimmy. "But I'm not 

even sure it does that. What it does is 

improve pitch definition." 

Pitch definition? Without that you 

can't have good sound, contends jimmy. 

Everything stems from it: tempo, clarity, 

dynamic inflection, rhythmic vitality. 

And it's true,Jimmy's system has all 

these things- and a quite remarkably 

effortless sense of purity. 

"The big problem as I see it," muses 

Jimmy, "is how to reconcile the need for 

high resolution. power, bandwidth- all 

those things- and also achieve a sound 

that's comfortable, relaxing and easy to 

listen to, that isn't showing you every­

thing that's wrong with the source. 

There's a balance to be struck between a 

system that shows you literally every­

thing and one that sounds authentic." 

Authentic rocks, by the way. cml 



VI 

A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS. 
BUT THE SOUND CAN LEAVE YOU SPEECHLESS. 

Combine the pure digital clarity of DVD with the legendary This compact, easy-to-use system brings together a highly 

sound reproduction of a Linn sound system and you create a sophisticated CD/DVD engine with Dolby Digitai/DTS compatibility 

spine tingling experience that releases the true emotion of film to create a truly unique cinema experience for your home. 

and music. 

The new Classik Movie System is a total entertainment system 

for music and home cinema that incorporates DVD quality 

reproduction, integrated CD playback, 5.1 channel power 

amplification, AM/FM tuner and multi-room audio distribution. 

Multi-room capability allows audio from the main room to be 

enjoyed throughout the home by simply connecting the unit up to 

additional connectable Classiks. To experience the Classik Movie 

System for yourself visit www.classik.com or your local Linn 

dealer. Alternatively, call 0500 888 909 for more information. LINN 





LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

THE LONG AND THE SHORT OF EIGHT MID-PRICE SPEAKERS BY PAUL MESSENGER. 

T 
his group test has a nominal price 

spread from £300 up to £600, but in fact 

the participants have tended to cluster 

around specific price points- two 

___ models at £300, three at £400, plus 

three more sitting above £500. Emphasising the 

variety that distinguishes loudspeakers, the £300 

Mission m74 is one of the largest and heaviest 

while the £600 Tannoy is the smallest and 

lightest, proving that size and price have little in 

common in speakerland. 

Our eight include three standmounts and five 

floorstanders, the former naturally requiring the 

addition of proper stands to achieve their 

maximum performance. Fashion and perceived 

value might still favour the floorstander, but 

there remains plenty of basic engineering logic 

on the side of the stand mount. 

There's no denying the floorstanders tend to 

look better -less disjointed-though it's a shame 

none of our five came with additional plinths, 

which enhance both appearance and stability. 

But the standmount has its own advantages, 

especially for simple two-way designs. The basic 

box dimensions give a better spread of standing 

waves, and they give a superior ratio of main 

driver cone area to box surface area, which helps 

minimise box coloration. 

Seven of our candidates are rwo-ways, though 

there are variations in the sizes of the main 

drivers and the enclosures. Loudspeakers are all 

about compromise, and where the bigger floor­

standing box with larger/multiple drivers is likely 

to go both deeper into the bass and louder with 

more headroom, it's also likely to have rather 

more box coloration and possibly less mid band 

delicacy than the smaller standmount. 

One crucial factor to consider when choosing 

speakers is where you're intending to put them. 

Some designs work best when sited well clear of 

walls; others need a nearby wall to 'lift' the mid­

bass output and give a good overall balance. 

Manufacturers are increasingly supplying port­

blocking foam bungs, which can help a free-space 

oriented design avoid sounding too heavy when 

placed close to a wall. The rules on speaker/room 

interaction are not hard and fast, and individual 

experiment is strongly recommended. 

THE CAST LIST 
Acoustic Energy Aesprit 3DD 

Arcaydis AKF 

B&W DM602.5 S3 

Castle Durham 3 

JBL Xti BD 

JMLab Chorus 715 

Mission M74 

Tannoy Eyris 1 

EQUIPMENT USED 
Nairn COS ll CD player 

Linn LP12 turntable 

Nairn ARD tonearm 

£399.95 

£299.DD 

£399.95 

£399.00 

£579.DD 

£529.00 

£299.90 

£599.90 

Linn Arkiv B. Dynavector XV-1 cartridges 

Magnum Dynalab MD 102 tuner 

Nairn NAC52 preamp 

Nairn NAPSOO power amp 

Nairn NACAS speaker cables 

Kudos S100 speaker stands 

MUSIC USED 
Massive Attack - Blue Lines 

Christy Moore - Live At The P01nt 

Leftfield - Leftfield 

Mary Chapin Carpenter - A Place In 

The World 

Grainger/LWD/Wick - By Plane From Paris 

Mari Boine - Eallin 

Grateful Dead - Reckomng 

Cambridge Singers/Rutter - There Is 

Sweet Music 

BBC Radios 3 & 4 

LISTENING PANEL 
Russell Kauffman (B& W/Classe] 

David Inman 

Keith Haddock 
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BENCH TEST LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AESPRIT AE 300 
SOUND FJFJFJ CONTACT 01285 654432 www.acoustic-energy.co.uk GUARANTEE 3 years 

A 
caustic Energy has long 

been known for using 

metal diaphragm 

___ drivers in 

sturdily built enclosures. 

While its initial 

reputation was built on 

some decidedly upmarket 

miniatures, the company has 

become much broader based 

in recent years, while still retain-

ing some of those original roots. 

The Aesprits are a relatively new 

range of mid-priced models, com­

bining metal-cone main drivers with 

a soft fabric dome tweeter, mounted 

in chunky real-wood-veneered enclo­

sures. We first encountered them as a 

£1,230 five-channel system in our 

surround sound issue (HFC 224). That 

package consisted of three different 

models: AE 309 floorstanders, an AE 

307 centre speaker and a pair of AE 

300Cs at the rear. This Aesprit AE 300 

is a fourth model from the range, 

sharing similar drivers and enclosure 

materials, but this time in a two-way 

stand mount configuration priced at 

£400 for the pair. 

Available in maple, cherry or black 

ash, the veneer used for our samples 

looks rather undistinguished, though 

the radiused baffle edges are a nice 

The Aesprit's sturdy build structure means 
it's heavier than some ftoorstanders. 

styling touch. The enclosure build is 

seriously solid and substantial -at 

9kg, this standmount is actually 

heavier than the Arcaydis floorstander 

-thanks to a 30mm thick front 

panel, alongside 15mm sides and 

internal bracing. 

This is a rear-parted two-way, 

"ITS FINE IMAGE FOCUS, IMPRESSIVE 
EVENNESS, BIG SCALE SOUND AND LOW 
COLORATION ALL DESERVE RESPECT." 
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based on a plastic frame main driver 

with a 120mm diameter flared metal 

cone, plus a 28mm fabric dome 

tweeter. Both drivers are flush­

mounted (though the main driver 

frame appears to be shaped for 

surface mounting). The enclosure has 

a generous 16-litre capacity, and the 

port is tuned to a low 35Hz. Bungs 

are supplied to damp/block the port 

output if required, for example if the 

speakers need to be close to a wall, 

• 

but the in room balance is 

impressively smooth and has 

fine bass extension, with ports 

open and the speakers clear 

of walls. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The 300 was a firm 

favourite with one 

panellist, who 

described it as: "The 

easiest listen of 

today", praising the 

speaker for its impressive 

scale, good vocal clarity 

and fine image depth, and 

accurately identifying it as a 

big-sounding small speaker. 

Others were less complim­

entary. While they praised its 

good scale, balance and neutrality, 

they also complained of a lack of 

drive and drama. "A bit antiseptic.. 

and ... lacking in soul", was how one 

panellist put it. "Clean and 

competent but a bit bland 

dynamically", according to another. 

CONCLUSION 

The listening panellists might not 

have agreed on the AE 300, but they 

pinned down its contrasting sonic 

strengths and weaknesses pretty 

effectively. Fine image focus, 

impressive evenness, big scale sound 

and low coloration all deserve 

respect, but check you can cope with 

its modest sensitivity and limited 

dynamic ambition and expression. 

THE LAB REPORT 

AT JUST 85.6DB SENSITIVITY 

(re. 2.83V/1 m), the Aesprit 300 is by 

far the 'quietest' speaker of the 

bunch. However, any lack of 'loud­

ness' is countered by its remarkably 

flat and uniform response, low 

distortion and relatively easy-going 

load. The latter includes mere +I-30 

degree phase angles and an imped­

ance minimum of just 6.2ohm at 

170Hz. The averaged, third-octave 

response is especially smooth from 

200Hz-8kHz beyond which there's 

some slight high treble emphasis, a 

feature that becomes steadily more 

apparent as you move off the main 

listening axis. This confirms the 

neutral but shiny sound of the 

Aesprit 300. AE has tuned the reflex 

port to a low 38Hz, which is accu­

rately aligned to both the driver 

null, phase and impedance mini­

mums. Even so, the roll-off of the 

alloy bass/mid unit is a little 'peaky' 

which, perhaps, is intended to 

provide an extra 'crack' to the bass. 



LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

ARCAYDIS AKF 
SOUND t'H'Jtl VALUE tltltltl CONTACT 01562 865788 www.arcaydis.co.uk GUARANTEE 3 years 

0 ne of the newer and 

smaller brands on the 

scene, Kidderminster-based 

-- Arcaydis has made one 

previous Bench Test appearance in 

Hi-Fi Choice (issue 211 ). That was an 

unusually compad £1,200 floor­

slander called the Concept 2, whose 

most surprising feature was an 

enclosure fashioned from solid 

American white oak. 

This new AKF is also a very 

compad floorstander, but it comes in 

at the opposite end of the price 

spedrum, with a £299 price tag that 

seems unusually reasonable since it's 

finished in a real wood veneer. But 

not all real wood veneer is created 

equal, and that used here clearly 

comes from the less luxurious end of 

the market. Seeing the AKF next to 

one of the vinyl-covered offerings, 

one panellist insisted on his 

preference for the latter. 

Sister model to the standmount 

AKS featured in HFC 224's First 

Impressions, the AKF is a simple 

port-loaded two-way which uses the 

same 'inverted' driver array. The 

drivers are recessed into the front 

panel of the sharp-edged box, and 

the whole thing looks just a little 

home made, with the tweeter set a 

little too deep, and the main driver 

standing a little proud. A stick-on 

badge also stands proud. 

The business end of things 

combines a 130mm cast frame main 

driver with a 1 OOmm diameter plastic 

cone, and a 25mm fabric dome 

tweeter loaded by a short horn. A 

rear port augments the bass end and 

twin terminal pairs are fitted 

to enable bi-wiring/ 

bi-aming if 

desired. 

In-room 

measure­

ments show 

a rather prob­

lematic bass 

alignment, with 

excessive output 

around the port­

tuned frequency of 

45Hz even when well 

clear of walls, along-

side a distind lack of 

relative output through 

the upper bass and lower 

midband. In contrast, the 

mid-to-treble voicing looks 

particularly well judged. 

THE LAB REPORT 

NOTIONALLY, THE AKF IS A 

floorstander, but its restricted 

height means the listening axis will 

be above the top of the cabinet, 

assuming you are sitting on a chair 

and not the carpet. The uneven 

vertical dispersion of this speaker 

explains some of the remarks made 

by Paul's panel- particularly above 

the 2.5kHz crossover region where 

its output falls away by up to 6dB 

until the response is restored at 

1OkHz or so. This, in turn, influences 

its broadband sensitivity which falls 

1.1 dB below its rated 88dB (which 

it certainly achieves at 

1 kHz/2.83V/1 m), ensuring the 

speaker sounds quieter than you 

might expect. Loading is reasonably 

tough with an average of 8.8ohms 

and minimum of 4.25ohms. 

Distortion too is also pretty high 

with this speaker, typically 

exceeding 1.5% through bass and 

midrange at 96dBA. And the 

uneven bass? Well, that's due to an 

astonishing pipe resonance that 

escapes the reflex port at 220Hz, 

despite the systern itself being 

tuned to a sharp 45Hz. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The listening panel responded well to 

the AKF, thanks mainly to good mid­

band projedion and voicing which 

seems to bring fine 'dired-coupled' 

communication almost as a matter of 

course. Dynamics are expressive, 

though voices do have a slight ten­

dency to over-projed, giving a slightly 

shouty, megaphonic charader. 

Deep bass isn't really on the 

agenda here - no great surprise 

given the ingredients, but what there 

is has welcome agility and continuity. 

But the lack of warmth and evenness 

Floorstanders on a budget 
lose out on build quality. 

through the lower registers is a 

problem, leading to some 

inconsistency as one moves between 

different recordings and material with 

different spedral content. The left 

hand of a grand piano recording, for 

example, sounded notably weak. 

CONCLUSION 

The AKF is difficult to sum up. On the 

one hand it's a real-wood compad 

floorstander at a very reasonable 

price; on the other. it's neither the 

prettiest nor the best finished. The 

sound too contrasts good upper 

range projection with a lack of 

smoothness and warmth in the 
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definitive audio 
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Auditorium Avatar 

Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice 
Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year 
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice 

11The Avatar is a near petjCct balance ofsiz e . bandwid!lt. 
efficiency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small 

.footprint deliver a genuine 94db s· ensitivity. and excel 
when it comes to delivering the scale. vi bra nee and olour 
q.f the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cut 
straight to the heart of a pe1formance. unlocking the music 
trapped in the recording. whilsl its refinement makes it 
equally at home wilh both basic and swprisingly expens·ive 
ampl(fication. '' 

Part exchanged and ex-dem clearance. Sale 

Digital 
Sugden Masterclass CD - new - boxed. £1900 

Wadia 860x - ex dem - boxed. £4950 

Analogue 
Nottingham Analogue 'The Foot' - 12" carbon fibre toneamn -
it's new and ifs long. £700 

Hellus Cyalene - beefcake tonearm, Victoria sponge sound. £500 

Loudspeakers 
Living Voice Auditorium - walnut. £900 

Cadence DS - rosewood - give away. £600 

Kllpsh LaScala - black - zippy hom. £1750 

Quad ELS63 - untidy bargain. £390 

Amplifiers 
Border Patrol 3008 SE - with new Western Electric valves 
light oak - the best SE available - New - excess stock. £4000 

Art Audio VPS - valve line pre-amp. £600 
Art Audio Diavolo - with 3208 valves • chrome + gold -
line integrated - juicy. £3500 
Art Audio Concerto - 40w line integrated - black+ chrome. £1500 

Art Audio Concerto - 40w power amp. £1350 
Joule Electra - 2 box phone pre-amp. £800 

Llnn Classic - CD, amp, luner, thing. £500 

Cary '2A3' - 7 watt power amp. 1992 £850 

Cary 5500 - line pre-amp. 1992 £550 

Unison Mystery One PR+ £950 
Tube Technology MAC - phone pre-amp - fully refurbished 
by manufacturer - including Hovland film and foil capacitors. £900 
Tube Technology line pre-amp with separate power supply -
fully refurbished by manufacturer - Including Hovland film and 
foil capacitors and a stepped attenuator. £850 

Audio Innovations S. 500 integrated(+ phone) - 25w Class A £550 

Audio Innovations S. 700 line integrated - 25w class A £600 

MASTERCARD 

New 

£2500 

£7950 

£1100 
£1350 

£1500 

£1750 

£3500 

£3000 

£4500 

£1400 

£4700 
£2650 

£2250 

£2000 

£1000 

£1750 

£1400 

£1450 

AMEX VISA 
Tel 0115 973 3222 

Internet: www.deflnltlveaudlo.co.uk 
Fax 0115 973 3666 

email: shout@deflnitlveaudio.co.uk 



LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

B&. W DM602.5 53 
I £399.95 I CONTAO 01903 221500 I www.bwspeakers.com I GUARANTEE 5 years 

B 
&W is the major world 

brand in hi-fi loudspeakers 

today, and its biggest 

sellers have been a 

succession of variations on the 600 

Series theme, going back at least a 

decade. The most recent are the 53 

versions, which follow several of the 

familiar themes, but also include a 

fresh and very attractive new 

cosmetic look, codenamed Sorrento. 

Three of the models- the 601 53, 

602 53 and LCR600 53- rated a 

collective Best Buy in our recent 

group test on surround sound 

speaker packages (HFC 224). This 

review, however, concentrates on the 

one all-new model in the latest 

range, the DM602.5 53. Filling the 

gap between the established 602 

and 603 models, it's a compact two­

way port-loaded floorstander that's 

actually based closely on the 601 

drivers, and is priced at £400/pair. 

ONCE AGAIN, B&W CONTINUES 
to rate its speakers with refreshing 

accuracy, even if this does mean 

acknowledging the DM602.5 is 

about 1 dB lower in sensitivity than 

the DM602 and 2dB lower than the 

DM603 and CM4 models. But, like 

those designs, the two-way 

DM602.5 has a sober-looking 

response with, judging by the third­

octave in-room trace, the possibility 

of sparking some bass modes 

around 1 D0-200Hz. Using the port 

bungs may help if the '602.5 simply 

sounds too warm and cuddly. 

You can have your 602.5 53 in 

traditional black ash woodprint, 

which is still popular in some parts of 

the globe. But I dare say a lot of 

potential customers are going to be 

seduced by the Sorrento option with 

its delightful blend of yellow and light 

grey, in which the really original bit is 

colouring the rubber surround of the 

main driver to match the front panel. 

The main driver here has a cast 

frame and 120mm diameter Kevlar 

cone, while the tweeter is B&W's 

tube-loaded, Nautilus-inspired 25mm 

metal dome device. Although the 

602.5 53 is physically more than 

twice the size of a 601, it's 

actually acoustically 

only half as big 

again, with an 

active internal 

volume of around 

16 litres. The lower 

section of the 

enclosure is blanked 

off, which is why the 

twin terminal pairs are 

quite high off the ground, 

ditto the front 'Fiowport'. 

Bungs are supplied to block 

the latter if required, though 

in-room measurement shows a 

fine bass alignment with ports 

open in free space. 

SOUND QUALITY 
In complete contrast to our recent 

very positive reactions to the 602 53, 

Otherwise, the speaker has a fairly 

uniform mid and lower treble, with 

just a 1-2dB loss in output from the 

Kevlar bass/mid unit prior to hand­

ing over to its 'Nautilus' tweeter at 

4kHz. Distortion, however, remains 

pretty low at -0.5-0.7% right 

through this presence band (up to 

96dBA). Once the Nautilus driver 

takes hold, this improves to -0.2%. 

Otherwise, B&W's crossover net­

work ensures the '602.5 provides 

some big swings in impedance (39 

to 2.9ohm) and phase (+i-63/48 

degrees) for the amp to deal with. 

the listening panel's opinions were 

decidedly mixed. Although this 

speaker handles bass power very 
comfortably, sounding articulate and 

agile, several listeners complained of 

a rather thrummy and hollow 

coloration in the lower midband, and 

ascribed this to the box contribution. 

The midband here is decidedly laid­

back and rather 'dark' ,  so that voices 

sound a trifle shut-in, while the top 

end possesses a slight sting which lis­

teners variously described as a little 

"squeaky" or "scratchy" . 

"THE MIDBAND HERE IS 
DECIDEDLY LAID-BACK 
AND RATHER 'DARK', SO 
THAT VOICES SOUND A 
TRIFLE SHUT-IN." 

CONCLUSION 
A good looking speaker in its pretty 

new suit of clothes, the 602.5 53 

doesn't, however, quite live up to the 

sonic promise set by its standmount 

601 53 and 602 53 stablemates. lt is 

certainly smooth-sounding and 

impressively evenhanded, with a 

strong and agile performance in the 

bass department. But its restrained 

mid band and cautious overall 

balance give rise to a sound that's a 

little too reticent for its own good. 
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CASTLE DURHAM 3 
SOUND CCCC VALUE CCCC CONTACT 01756 795333 www.castle.uk.com GUARANTEE 5 years 

N 
otwithstanding its title, 

this is actually the fourth 

Castle to bear the 

___ Durham name. (Back in 

1994 we reviewed one called the 

Durham 900, so called to celebrate 

Durham Cathedral's 900th 

anniversary.) And although this new 

Durham 3 shares a name with its 

predecessors, it's really an all-new, 

from-the-ground-up creation. 

Priced at £399/pair, this compact 

two-way standmount is a little 

slimmer and taller than the classic 

proportions, and features Castle's 

delightfully classy real-wood-veneered 

cabinetwork with fine detailing and 

nicely post-formed edges all round 

the front panel. Drivers are flush­

mounted, the tweeters are offset, and 

the speakers are therefore supplied in 

mirror-imaged pairs. There are nine 

different wood finishes to choose 

from - seven at the standard price, 

with yew and rosewood at a 

premium . 

With an internal volume of around 

ten litres, the 130mm cast-frame 

main driver uses Castle's preferred 

woven carbon fibre cone, 1 OOmm in 

diameter. Its voice coil has copper 

coated aluminium wire, the magnet 

assemblies are fully shielded and the 

metalwork has aT-shaped, drop­

forged magnetic pole. The tweeter 

uses a small 19mm polyamide dome. 

A rear panel port, tuned here to a 

relatively high 65Hz, provides 

mid-bass reinforcement, and 

twin terminals permit 

the bi-wire/bi­

amp 

option 

should 

you need 

it. In-room 

traces show a 

bass alignment 

that's very well 

suited to close-to­

wall siting. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The modest size of 

main driver and 

enclosure inevitably acted 

as a constraint here, 

eliciting universal 

observations of a relatively 

small-scale sound from the 

panellists. However. despite its 

lack of genuine scale and authority, 

the reactions were mostly positive, 

with praise for the overall musical 

coherence and especially for its 

expressive dynamics. 

There's some midband coloration 

here, partly as a consequence of wall 

reflections, and some nasal and 

'cupped hands' effects are audible on 

voices. But the lack of chestiness on 

male speech is a compensatory plus, 

and the speaker shows fine tautness, 

agility and drive through the bass 

"FINE TAUTNESS, AGILITY AND DRIVE 
THROUGH THE BASS PROPELS THE 
MUSIC WITH GUSTO AND ENTHUSIASM." 
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region, 

propelling the 

music along with gusto and 

enthusiasm. The top end is 

perhaps a little too 

restrained, somewhat 

restricting the overall openness and 

transparency, but the ears seem to 

adjust quite readily to this and 

unwelcome over-emphasis is avoided. 

CONCLUSION 

Although deep bass isn't really on 

THERE IS SOME LOSS IN output 

around 5kHz where neither the 

woven carbon-fibre bass/mid unit 

or polyamide dome tweeter are 

performing optimally. Nevertheless, 

the healthy response up to 3-

35kHz gives the Durham 3 its for­

ward and lively balance even when 

auditioned 10-20 degrees off the 

main listening axis. The speaker is 

also substantially more sensitive at 

90.9d8 (2.83V/1 m) than Castle's 

88d8 specification might suggest, 

though distortion is also a little 

Strong sound and convenient too as 
they benefit from siting dose to walls. 

the agenda here, in other respects 

the Durham 3 offers plenty of 

features to have fun with, including a 

lively demeanour and a very pretty 

enclosure too, and the added 

convenience of close-to-wall siting. 

high at typically> 1% through bass 

(where there are also big +60 

degree swings in phase and 52 ohm 

leaps in impedance) and midrange. 

Limited bass extension is another 

trade-off of its high sensitivity and a 

small enclosure volume. in this 

instance, the Durham 3's port is 

tuned to a high 65Hz while the 

-6dB roll-off of the bass driver is 

higher still at 1OOHz. In the open, 

you can't expect much bass below 

70-80Hz, although a deeper 60Hz is 

achievable in a bookshelf location. 
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JBL XTI 80 

A 
legendary US brand that 

operates under the 

Harman umbrella, 

Harman's new UK 

subsidiary took over distribution for 

domestic JBL product early in 2002, 

bringing worthwhile price reductions. 

The Xti series first came to our 

attention in HFC 210, when a 

complete five-speaker multichannel 

package received a collective Best 

Buy rating. That combination featured 

the compact and rather cute floor­

standing Xti 40 for the main front 

stereo pair, whereas this review 

covers its much bigger brother, the 

three-way £5 79 Xti 80. 

it's a bulky but undeniably hand­

some loudspeaker, made in Denmark 

and very nicely finished in a polished, 

high quality beech or cherry real 

wood veneer, with black satin a third 

option. The hexagonal box shape is 

built from two three-part 'half-wraps' , 

one for the front, the other for the 

back; they meet at the widest point 

COMPARISON WAS MADE 

between this JBL and the B&W 

during Paul's listening tests and, 

indeed, both speakers have a 

broadly similar third-octave in­

room response. Both show a 

tendency for bass heaviness and 

what might best be described as a 

'gentle' treble, especially (in the 

Xti80's case) if the speaker is toed 

more than 1 0-15 degrees off-axis. A 

narrowband analysis suggests the 

integration of JBL's three-way 

system is less tidy than B&W's two-

LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

CONTACT 020 8731 4670 http://international.jbl.com GUARANTEE 5 years 

of the sides, where a black rubber 

strip fills the gap. lt looks attractive, 

and also makes good sense from an 

acoustic point of view, in helping to 

spread the frequencies of internal 

standing waves. 

The length is significantly deeper 

than the width, ensuring excellent 

fore-and-aft stability and somehow 

making them look slimmer than they 

actually are. Removing the rubber 

feet reveals sockets for the reversible 

6mm spikes, which look a bit feeble, 

with a ball on one side and 

a rather blunt 

ninety degree 

'spike' on the 

other - not too 

good for carpet­

piercing. 

This is a full three­

way, with a pair of 

6.5-inch bass drivers, 

each with 120mm 

paper cones, plus a port 

to handle the bass. The 

midrange driver has a 

95mm cone and operates in 

its own sub-enclosure, while 

the tweeter uses a 2 5mm 

titanium dome. Just two pairs of 

terminals are fitted. Not surpris­

ingly, in-room measurements 

indicate free space siting here. 

SOUND QUALITY 

One panellist reacted positively and 

with some enthusiasm to the Xti80, 

praising its dramatic impact, grand 

way, with some peakiness associ­

ated with the midrange cone from 

1.6-2.9kHz (where distortion climbs 

to a high 2.5% and there's an addi­

tional swing in phase) followed by 

a brief loss in output following the 

3kHz mid/treble crossover. Then 

again, the Xti80 makes more of its 

input with an 89dB sensitivity, even 

if this is achieved with an arduous 

sub-4ohm load from 120-625Hz 

(3.3ohm minimum and 5.7ohm 

average) that makes the Xti80 the 

most current-hungry speaker here. 

scale and sheer entertainment value. 

However, the others were much 

less impressed, comments including: 

"Big sound .... but not quite coher­

ent. Lots of headroom but a bit bland 

overall. Well behaved but not that 

communicative of subtlety or inner 

detail. Not very exciting or involving". 

The last sentence in particular 

seemed to sum up my longer term, 

hands-on reactions, to a speaker 

which undoubtedly gives generous 

The Xti SO's three-way design 
incorporates tw;n bass drivers. 

scale and a fundamentally neutral 

balance, but which struggled to 

inspire any real enthusiasm. 

CONCLUSION 

A three-way like this JBL will always 

offer greater loudness capability and 

headroom than a two-way (or 2.5-

way). As a result, the Xti80 is a real 

party animal, and a very good 

looking one to boot. But it also 

seems to have a little less coherence 

and delicacy than simpler designs. 

uiT GIVES GENEROUS SCALE AND A 
NEUTRAL BALANCE, BUT STRUGGLES TO 
INSPIRE ANY REAL ENTHUSIASM." 
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JMLAB CHORUS 715 
SOUND DDDDD VALUE DDDDD CONTACT 0121 616 5126 

T 
he leading French hi-fi 

speaker brand with a 

history going back more 

than twenty years, J M lab 

is still a relative newcomer here in 

Britain. The Chorus models represent 

the company's new entry level range 

(JMiab doesn't make 'budget' speak­

ers as such), and are effective succes­

sors to the Tantals. 

In fact this £529/pair Chorus 715 

looks very like a straight replacement 

for the Tantal 515, which scored a 

HFC Best Buy back in 1998. The 

basic dimensions, drivers and overall 

configuration look virtually identical. 

Even the vinyl-finished cosmetic 

treatment is very similar, while the 

price has crept up just a little, from 

£495 to £529 the pair. 

High class Focal drive units are very 

much at the heart of the JMiab 

operation, even with this entry-level 

model. Those used here include a 

version of the famous 'inverted 

dome' tweeter, with its titanium 

diaphragm, while the main drivers 

have 'Polyglass' damped paper cones 

in cast chassis with generous 

magnets. (Polyglass, incidentally, is a 

surface treatment using microscopic 

glass spheres.) The two main drivers 

here operate in a two-and-a-half­

way configuration, the upper one as 

a bass/mid unit, the lower one 

covering just the bass region, with 

further assistance from the front port. 

By comparison, the enclosure looks 
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a tad prosaic- neat enough, but 

sharp-edged and rather monolithic, 

especially with the long grille in place. 

Still, the drivers are nicely flush­

mounted, and the vinyl, available in 

black ash, cherry or calvados, is easy 

enough on the eyes. Twin terminal 

pairs permit bi-wiring/bi-amping 

options, and floor coupling consists of 

four rubber feet, plus sockets for the 

supplied 8mm spikes. Room 

measurements suggest that some 

wall reinforcement might prove 

beneficial with this speaker. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The Chorus 715 delivered a solid 

performance in the listening tests, 

more than one listener praising its 

fine overall neutrality, accurate tona­

lity, a fair measure of authority and 

strong dynamic drive and tension. 

it doesn't set any new records 

in any one area, but is solidly 

better than competent across 

the board, with no obvious 

weak spots. There's maybe 

a little thickening of 

textures in the upper 

bass, giving a mild 

tendency to add a 

little 'honk' to cellos, 

and chestiness to male 

voices. But take plenty of 

A big ol' block of speaker that delivers 
plenty of oomph at a realistic price. 

time and trouble experimenting with 

placement here, in order to get the 

cleanest bass reproduction. 

CONCLUSION 

Providing you're not put off by the 

vinyl finish, the Chorus 715 has 

plenty going for it, the classy drive 

units delivering a fine combination of 

high sensitivity, wide bandwidth and 

good neutrality at a very realistic 

price. it is, in short, a worthwhile 

successor to the Tantal 515, and well 

worth the same Best Buy rating. 

"LISTENERS PRAISED ITS FINE 
NEUTRALITY, ACCURATE TONALITY 
AND STRONG DYNAMIC TENSION." 

:THE LAB REPORT 
. " "" 

PAUL MAKES REFERENCE TO 

the earlier Tantal 515 and, indeed, 

there are similarities in perform­

ance with the Chorus 715. Both 

offer a very high 91.5dB sensitivity, 

for example, and both feature a 

very broad bass alignment with the 

port 'tuned' to 25-125Hz (-3dB) and 

the bass driver(s) showing a steep 

roll-off following a bass peak. 

However, where the Tantal 515 

showed some peakiness between 

3-4kHz, the Chorus shows a loss in 

output through this very same 

region almost immediately follow­

ing the 2.4kHz crossover point. 

Distortion remains> 1% through 

this region but has increased from 

-0.7% to -1.5% through the bass. 

Either way, with the '715 there is 

certainly some benefit in toeing the 

speakers inward by about ten 

degrees to achieve the smoothest 

balance. The Chorus 715 is also 

tougher to drive with a decrease in 

mean load from 9.5ohm (Tantal 

515) to 7 .Oohm and minimum from 

4.0ohm to 3.4ohm. 
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SONY PRO 
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XLO 

EXCEED 

EXPECTATIONS 

If choosing your new hi-fi or home 
cinema in a civilised and relaxed 
atmosphere from a well-chosen 
selection of genuine performance 
equipment appeals. then we are for you. 

See and hear the very best with us. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT I 4DA 

020 8943 3530 
Full custom installation of home cinema, distributed 
audio/video and home automation products 
Email: infidelity@compuserve.com 
www.infidelity.co.uk 
Open: T ues - Fri I 0.30am - 7pm, Saturday I Oam - 6pm 

Cablel5" 
ANNIVERSARY· 

confusion? 
What you need is our new 
Catalogue: 'Your 
Guide to buying Hi-Fi 
& Home Cinema 
cables and accessories'. 
You will find lots of 
hints and tips, useful 
information, and a 
selection of products that 
we believe will deliver the 
biggest improvements in your system. 

Call NOW for your FREE catalogue: 

UKFREEPHONE 0800 373467 
quoting ref: AC52 

• FREE UK Delivery 

• FREE Booklets 

• 30 Day Home Trial 

• Cable Upgrade Scheme 

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd. 

Windermere Rd, Staveley, 

Kendal, Cumbria lAS 9Pl. 

E·mail: AC52@russandrews.com 

www.russandrews.com 
Sole UK Distriburor 

for KIMBER KABLE 

FREE Hi-Fi Upgrade ! 
hififorsale.com's AudiophileCandy 
2002 accessories catalogue 

Grab Your Copy Now 
For your FREE copy of our latest catalogue please give us a call, 
or visit www.audiophilecandy.com and fill in our contact form 

0870 241 246 9 

Advertise For FREE 
Looking to buy or sell Hi·Fi go to 'hififorsole.com' on eosy woy to 
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MISSION M74 

T 
he third of Mission's 

Malaysian-built entry-level 

m 7 series to come our 

way, these smart vinyl-fin­

ished speakers are notably good 

material value for money. In our June 

2001 edition (HFC 215), it was hard 

to argue with the m 73's proposition 

of a handsome two-way floorstander 

at just £199/pair. Now it's time to 

check out the m74, which carries a 

£299/pair price tag, but includes a 

second 6.5-inch main driver along 

with the first. 

it's not only one of the least 

expensive in this test group, it's also 

among the largest and heaviest too, 

so basic material value for money is 

clearly very impressive. Naturally 

some economies are involved in such 

a package, such as vinyl woodprint 

surfaces, but the net result demands 

respect nonetheless. There's even a 

slight curve to the front panel, which 

is attractively different from the norm, 

while any unsightly driver mounting 

hardware is covered up by a large 

shield-shaped plastic moulding with 

striped patterning. 

The m 74 has twin main drivers, 

each with 120mm woven glass fibre 

composite cones, mounted d'Appolito 

style above and below a central 

25mm fabric dome tweeter. The 

enclosure comes in beech or graphite 

black finish, and has a considerable 

internal capacity of 40.5 litres, loaded 

by a large diameter rear port. it's 

deep enough to ensure good stability, 

and the spikes are silver-finished, 

chunky 8mm affairs. These are tight­

ened with thumbwheels rather than 

lock -nuts, which had a tendency to 

work loose. A mole wrench sorted 

this out, but made them subse­

quently rather difficult 

to remove prior 

to re-shipping. 

Listening room 

measurements 

show ample bass 

output even when the 

speakers are well clear 

of walls. Large foam 

bungs are supplied, 

which could be helpful in 

blocking the ports, especial­

ly if the speakers are likely to 

be placed close to a wall. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The listening tests here gave 

rather contrary results between 

two different presentations, per­

haps reflecting the underlying 

THE LAB REPORT 

THIS IS YET ANOTHER OF 

our floorstanders that has the 

capacity to excite in-room bass 

modes but is the only one that actu­

ally did in Paul's listening tests. The 

big 'anti-turbulence' port is tuned 

quite sharply to a low 38Hz but 

there's also a quarterwave reso­

nance at -160Hz that escapes to 

join the peak output of the LF unit 

at the same frequency. Avoid room 

boundaries and particularly avoid 

aiming the rear of the cabinets any­

where near a corner. Otherwise, the 

averaged third-octave response 

looks rather smooth with just a hint 

of extra treble that's easily tamed 

by sitting sufficiently above the 

tweeter axis. A narrowband 

analysis shows this to be a 

potentially aggressive peak around 

11kHz, so just add a couple of extra 

cushions under your bum for good 

measure. I am pleased to report 

that the 'high sensitivity' m74 really 

does get very close to Mission's 

91 dB specification at some 90. 7d8 

(500Hz-8kHz re. 2.83V/1 m). 

LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

contrast between this model and the 

group norm. 

On the one hand there's definitely a 

touch of boom 'n' tiu about this 

speaker. thanks to the combination of 

a full, deep bass with a treble that's 

definitely brighter than most, 

relatively speaking. The result is an 

impressively wide-bandwidth sound, 

with ample headroom and bags of 

weight, scale and sparkle. 

The down side, however. lies in 

rather limp dynamic expression -very 

With plenty of bass on offer, it's best to 
keep this speaker dear of walls. 

like its m 73 stablemate- and this 

found some listeners complaining 

that the m74 wasn't very good at 

sustaining interest and involvement. 

Perhaps because there's limited 

dynamic grip, the net result seems a 

little sluggish. 

CONCLUSION 

Although this m74 clearly offers 

greater headroom than the m 73, any 

other advantages are difficult to pin 

down, and the strong, bright treble 

will not be to everyone's taste. That 

said, it goes loud with confident 

aplomb and delivers plenty of bass 

weight to boot. 

"AN IMPRESSIVELY WIDE -BANDWIDTH 
SOUND, WITH AMPLE HEADROOM AND 
BAGS OF WEIGHT, SCALE AND SPARKLE." 
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LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

TANNOY EYRIS 1 
SOUND FJFJt'U'J I VALUE FJFJFJFJ I £599.90 I CONTACT 01236 420199 1\WN/.tannoycom I GUARANTEE 5 years 

A 
s one of the biggest 

players on the scene, it's 

no surprise to find Tannoy 

__ indulging in niche 

marketing, creating speakers 

which make no 

attempt to set value 

for money records, 

but which offer 

something rather 

different in style and 

other respects. 

That very much applies 

to the new Eyris range of 

models, which currently 

consists of three stereo pairs, 

a centre speaker and one espe­

cially shaped for rear surround 

sound duties. We covered the 

floorstanding Eyris 2 as a First 

Impression in March (HFC 225), so 

now it's the turn of the small stand­

mount Eyris 1 to receive the full 

Bench Test group treatment. 

it's actually the smallest model in 

our group test, with an internal 

volume of just 7.5 litres, yet it's also 

the most expensive, at £599/pair, the 

JUStification coming through a shape 

which gets away from the rectilinear 

box (physically if not acoustically) by 

mounting the tweeter in an elegantly 

arched top made from a mixture of 

shiny cast metal and moulded plastic. 

The real wood veneered enclosure 

-finished in sycamore or American 

walnut-is solidly engineered with a 

hefty 30mm front panel and internal 

The unusual cabinet shape incorporates a 
special 'WideBand' tweeter. 

bracing, while the main driver's alloy 

frame has no fewer than ten fixing 

screws. Its 14 5mm frame and 

11 Omm diameter blue paper cone 

fall roughly half-way between the 

two standard sizes used by other 

brands-perhaps hoping to achieve 

the best of both worlds? 

The special tweeter uses a thin (25 

THE LAB REPORT 

FEATURING A NUMBER OF 

engineering innovations, the Eyris 

offers a modest 87.4dB sensitivity 

but with a healthy 180W power 

handling that promises peaks as 

high as 1 05dBA in-room (per pair@ 

2m). The speaker has a rich upper 

bass leading to a flat and uniform 

midrange, though there's some loss 

in output between 2 .5-4kHz 

through what is, presumably, the 

crossover between its pulp 

bass/mid and titanium dome 

tweeter. Distortion also increases 

here from, typically, <1% to -1.5% 

while Tannoy's 'WideBand' HF unit 

experiences an abrupt +8dB peak 

at 14-15kHz. Off-axis, the response 

turns down steadily, leading to a 

sound that lacks presence and 

brightness. The bass is slightly 

de-tuned, possibly on purpose, with 

the reflex port set to 58Hz, the 

driver null to 45Hz and minimum 

phase/impedance at 51Hz. 

Amplifier loading is not especially 

tough with swings in phase of just 

+40/-30 degrees and an impedance 

minimum of 5.1 ohm at a safe 

230Hz. 

micron) titanium dome to provide a 

'Wide Band' frequency response 

extending more than an octave 

above the normal limits of audibility 

{-6dB at 44kHz) A unique five-way 

terminal block incorporates an extra 

connection which (with three or five-

way cables) can earth the driver 

chassis back to the amp and avoid 

the adverse consequences of RF pick­

up. Although port-blocking bungs are 

supplied, in-room traces suggest 

they're unlikely to be needed, and 

that the Eyris 1 is well suited to 

close-to-wall siting. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Liked well enough by 

three of our four pan­

ellists, the Eyris 1 

was held back by 

its somewhat 

wayward 

balance. A rather 

restrained top end 

creates a slightly 

shut-in effect and 

adds some nasal 

character to voices, and 

this definitely upset one 

member of the panel. 

But the others were much 

more positive, noting impres­

sive freedom from boxiness 

plus considerable subtlety and 

delicacy through the midband. it 

delivers useful bass drive and slam, 

yet is also notably light on its feet, 

and above all possesses the 

coherence to communicate music in 

such a way as to lift the hairs on the 

back of the neck. 

CONCLUSION 

Idiosyncratic in both appearance and 

measured balance, the Eyris 1 

nonetheless weaves a spell of 

considerable musical magic that is as 

seductive as its elegant appearance. 

Deservedly Recommended. 

"THE SPECIAL 
TWEET ER'S 
FREQUENCY 
RESPONSE 
EXTENDS MORE 
THAN AN OCTAVE 
ABOVE THE 
NORMAL LIMITS 
OF AUDIBILITY." 
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SPEAKERS AT A GLANCE 
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Chunky real-wood standmount Budget compact real-wood Pretty floorstander sounds A very attractive near-
sounds big, smooth and shiny, floorstander lacks some rather laid-back and lacks the miniature waU-mou nt with a 
but also dynamically limited- warmth, and could be better agility of its standmount lively and communicative 

finished. stablemates. disposition. 
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LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£600 BENCH TEST 

CONCLUSIONS 
PAUL MESSENGER PASSES JUDGEMENT ON THE GROUP. 

H 
ot on the heels of our April 

group test of British budget 

bookshelf speakers, the value 

for money aspect of this mid­

price group is inevitably 

thrown into sharp relief. Do this month's 

contenders really justify their price premium 

over the beer budget models? 

The answer has to be "yes", but with 

some pretty strong qualifications. Paying 

more can deliver superior performance, but 

it's not guaranteed. The more expensive 

speaker will normally sound better than its 

cheaper counterpoint, but the extra money is 

as likely to go towards creating a larger or 

prettier box as on improving sound quality. 

Only three of our eight contenders were 

singled out for recommendation on this 

occasion. Most of the others simply didn't 

seem to offer enough extra performance 

over cheaper stablemates. Mission's M74, for 

example, costs £1 00 (that's 50 per cent) 

more than the M73, for which you get an 

extra 6.5-inch main driver and a slightly 

larger box. It'll probably go a little louder 

too, but both models suffer from rather limp 

dynamics, and if anything the simpler '73 is 

marginally better balanced overall. 

Much the same argument applies to 

B&W's 602.5 53, which for all its neat 

appearance somehow failed to stir the soul 

the way the standmount 602 53 did a 

couple of months earlier. 

By stretching the point a little it's also 

appropriate to include the JBL Xti80 here. 

For all its fine perceived value, this big three-

way proved something of a sonic disappoint­

ment. Which was certainly not the case when 

we reviewed its much simpler and more 

compact Xti40 sibling a little over a year ago. 

Our only Best Buy this time is JMiab's 

£529/pair Chorus 715- direct successor to 

the Tantal 515 which achieved a similar 

status in 1998. it's the only two-and-a-half­

way in the test, combining high-class drivers 

in a vinyl covered box to deliver a fine overall 

balance alongside good sensitivity and real 

dynamic drive and grip. 

Recommended flags go to the £399/pair 

Castle Durham 3, a lively near-miniature wall­

mount in a very pretty little box. And the 

unusually stylish £600/pair Tannoy Eyris 1, 

which has limited grunt but succeeds through 

its exceptional midband delicacy. 

"THE MORE EXPENSIVE SPEAKER W ILL NORMALLY SOUND 
BETTER, BUT THE EXTRA MONE Y IS AS LIKELY TO GO TOWARDS 
CREATING A PRETTIER BOX AS ON IMPROVING SOUND QUALIT Y." 

SPEAKERS AT A GLANCE 

JBL JMLAB MISSION TANNOY MAKE 
XTI 80 CHORUS 715 M74 EYRIS 1 MODEL 

£579.00 £529.00 £299.90 £599.90 PRICE 

DDD DDDDD DDD DDDD SOUND 

DDDD DDDDD DDDD DDDD VALUE 

Big and good-loold ng three- A fine all-rounder, this Lots of speaker for the money, Pricey but very cute wall- CONCLUSIONS 
way goes loud with beefy bass compact floorstander is lively and a big, weighty sound, but mount miniature; oddball but 
delivery, but lacks coherence and well balanced with good a bit bright and also has marvellous nridband 
and lightness of touch. dynamic drive and grip. dynamically weak. subtlety and delicacy. 

5 YEARS 5 YEARS 2 YEARS 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 

THE LAB REPORT 
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CONCLUSIONS FROM THE LAB 

SENSE AND 
SENSIIMIY 
PAUL MILLER EXPLAINS WHY 
SPEAKERS DO THOSE THINGS THEY DO. 

W 
ith speakers of such diverse 

stature it's perhaps not 

surprising that some are able to 

play louder than others, some extend further 

into the bass while others are trickier to 

drive. The ultimate loudness capability of a 

speaker depends on both its sensitivity and 

its power handling. Greater sensitivity means 

a higher sound level is achieved for a given 

voltage input (typically 2 .83 volts measured 

at 1 m distance). A speaker's power handling 

is a measure of how many watts are safely 

converted into sound and heat (through the 

voice coil) before damage results! This is 

linked to the speaker's efficiency which, 

despite the term being used interchangeably 

in other magazines, is not the same as its 

sensitivity 

SENSITIVITY OR EFFICIENCY'? 

Speaker efficiency is concerned with the con­

version of eledrical power into sound power, 

and few speakers are more than five per 

cent efficient in this regard. Now, a speaker 

with a healthy sensitivity is not necessarily 

any more efficient than its peers because its 

high sensitivity might only be achieved by 

dint of a lower impedance. As sensitivity is 

measured at a fixed input voltage of 2 .83 

volts, a speaker with a four ohm impedance 

will draw twice as much current as an eight 

ohm speaker, and more current means more 

power. So a four ohm speaker with, say, an 

89dB sensitivity is adually less efficient than 

an eight ohm speaker of the same sensitivity. 

Figure ( 1) explores the relationship 

between increasing sensitivity (red trace) and 

the average impedance that each speaker 

presents to the amplifier. lt also clearly 

shows that size is no indicator of loudness, 

as the diminutive Castle Durham 3 outstrips 

the relatively huge JBL by some + 1.6dB. All 

else being equal, this is the difference 

between a 50 watt 

and a 70 watt 

amplifier. But things 

are not equal because 

the average 5. 7 ohms 

impedance of the JBL 

makes it more current­

hungry than the 10.7 

ohms of the Castle. So the Castle (and 

Mission M74) are even more efficient than 

these differences in sensitivity might initially 

suggest. .  

The +5.2dB difference in sensitivity 

between the Acoustic Energy and Mission/ 

Castle speakers is equivalent to the increase 

in loudness achieved by upgrading from a 

60 watt to a 200 watt amplifier. This com­

parison is pretty accurate because all three 

speakers have a similar average load of 

approximately 11 ohms from 20Hz-20kHz. 

BASS LOADING 

All the speakers in this test use some form of 

reflex-loading to stretch their bass response 

down as far as possible. The length and 

diameter of the reflex tube is calculated so 

that its Helmholtz resonance (or that of the 

air within) boosts the flagging bass output of 

the main driver itself. 'Tuning' this port 

resonance to higher or lower frequencies will 

fundamentally affed the sound of the 

speaker. To achieve a seamless bass 

response, manufadurers will match the 

frequency and sharpness of this resonance 

to the roll-off of the bass driver. By contrast, 

some manufadurers will deliberately 'de­

tune' the system to achieve a more promi­

nent - though ohen one-note - bass effed. 

Other manufadurers simply get it wrong. 

Figure (2) demonstrates that there's more to 

reflex-loading than sticking a tube in a box. 

The dotted blue trace comes from one of 

Choice's favourite little speakers, the 

Dynaudio Audience 42 (HFC 215), and 

shows its port resonance tuned to a sensible 

60Hz. The port's 'response' rolls gently away 

at higher frequencies (to the right of the 

graph) where the main driver takes over (not 

shown). Contrast this with the black trace of 

the Arcaydis AKF which, in every other 

resped, is precisely tuned to some 45Hz. 

Sadly, an additional resonance also escapes 

at a far higher 220Hz but at the same 

amplitude, colouring the main output of the 

speaker. This is probably a quarterwave 

resonance associated with the choice and 

length of plastic tube and an unfortunate 

oversight that, I imagine, may now be 

addressed by the manufadurer. 

· 2 

-----1 
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SPEAKER CABLES 
'Mid-priced' is a relative term, and many would regard paying £200 as a 

lot for a few metres of 'mere' cable, but these six models show plenty of 

sonic variety. Richard Black's got their measure. 

-tKimber BVS 
SOUND DDDDD VALUE DDDDD 
£108.00 (1M TERMINATED PAIR) 

Yet another variant on Kimber's well-proven 

braided construdion. Eight cores for each 

condudor are woven together, and within each 

core are strands of varying thickness. Although outer diameter 

on the large side, it's an easy cable to handle and lay. 

Performance is rather lovely. Tonal balance is finely judged, 

with clear, extended treble and full but not over-prominent bass (very tuneful), 

while the midband is well defined and rich in detail, whether the music be solo 

voice or full orchestra. lmaging is very good with unusually assured depth, and 

dynamics are satisfyingly wide, with no loss of detail at heavy climaxes. All round, 

there's a creamy effortlessness about sounds through this cable which puts it 

among the front runners in its price range. 

� 01539 825500 www.kimber.com 

+-Monster Z2 Reference 
SOUND DDD VALUE DDD 
£240.00 (3M TERMINATED PAIR) 

This is a pretty bulky cable which is distinguished by several trademarked 

design features, the exad effed of which is arguable. Still, there's plenty of 

copper to ensure low losses, and Monster's connedors are clever and 

logical: simply buy banana plugs or spades and screw them on the 'Monster 

Lock' pins soldered to the cable. 

Despite the voluminous claims for it, this cable failed to shine in the 

company of its peers. Disappointingly, it achieved quite good results in most 
areas but didn't seem to stand out in any. Bass is at least full in extent, but 

there's a degree of muddle which lessens its impad and tunefulness, while 

treble is a little dry and imaging lacks some depth. 

� 01908 319360 www.monstercable.com 



-+ Ecosse Reference Cables 
SOUND I'.U.'JE::JFJ VALUE FJFJFJFJ 

A fairly basic 'figure-8' cable with finely-stranded conductors, insulated in rather 

stiff dieledric and terminated in this case with spades rather than banana plugs. 

Resistance is pretty low and long runs should be no problem. 

Detail seems generally good with this cable, if never truly outstanding. Bass is a 

little shy and extreme treble likewise, making results less engaging than one might 

wish. Voices in particular lack a little in the communication department. On the 

other hand, dynamics are full and climaxes can be very exciting: perhaps a touch 

rough on occasion but always delivered with verve and aplomb. A bit of a question 

of taste overall but worth a try if you value excitement over refinement. 

1!: 0141 353 0509 www.referencecables.com 

-+ Black Rhodium Aero 
Space Technology S130x2 
SOUND FJ FJ FJ FJ VALUE FJ FJ FJ FJ £76.00 (1 M TERMINATED PAIR) 

Black Rhodium- formerly Sonic Link- specialises in the use of materials not often 

seen in cables. The AST range employs silicone rubber as insulator, giving low 

dieledric loss, while in this case four separate condudors allow for bi-wiring­

conned them as two parallel pairs for conventional operation. 

As with other 'AST' cables we've tried, bass impad scores highly but treble is less 

good, a little recessed and dry. There's a fair bit of detail if you listen for it, but it's 

not the most revealing. Stereo imaging is moderate but the whole image seems 

shifted forwards compared to other cables. it could be a great foil to bright but 

light speakers but needs careful matching. 

1!: 01332 361390 www.blackrhodium.co.uk 

SPEAKER CABLES 

�Supra Octopower 25 
SOUND FJFJFJ VALUE FJFJFJ £77.98 (1M TERMINATED PAIR) 

Originally developed for carrying power to car audio installations, this cable could 

comfortably handle enough current to jump-start a small automobile. By the same 

token, it's a top choice if for any reason you need to run very long cables: losses 

will remain vanishingly small. Construdion is basic figure-8, stranded. 

Unfortunately there's no guarantee of fine audio quality just because resistance 

is low, and once again performance is a bit lacklustre. Tonal balance is OK, but 
bass seems somehow sluggish and lacking immediacy, while the upper mid band is 

quite hard and unforgiving, leading to a forward and aggressive quality with many 

instruments and voices. lmaging is a bit ping-pong and climaxes lack detail. Stick 

with (cheaper') Supra Ply in preference. 

1!: 01622 664070 www.supracables.co.uk 

�van den Hul D-352 Hybrid 
SOUND FJFJFJFJ VALUE FJFJFJFJ £84.00 (1M TERMINATED PAIR) 

This widely-spaced cable uses van den Hul's distinctive mix of copper and carbon 

conductors, with a generous helping of the former keeping resistance low. Despite 

the size it handles well and its geometry makes it a good choice for twitchy 

amplifiers such as some older Nairn models. Very clever locking banana plugs were 

fitted for review. 

There's a little dryness with some material but overall results are enjoyable. 

Detail is generally good, and although the bass might perhaps aspire to a little 

more weight it is always clear and tuneful. Treble is extended and open. lmaging is 

good, too, with decent depth, and voices are for the most part very natural- just 

occasionally a touch hard and forward. 

1!: 01236 420199 www.vandenhul.nl 
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CD SYSTEMS GROUP TEST 

CD SYSTEMS 
ALAN SIRCOM TAKES A TRIO OF SUPERIOR BRITISH SYSTEMS FOR A SPIN. 

T 
hree classic British hi-fi systems; three 

classic British hi-fi dealers; three 

thousand classic British quid. What 

could be simpler? We asked three of the 

___ best-known specialist hi-fi dealers in the 

UK what components they would choose to put 

together a two-channel, CD system for a typical 

customer with a budget of £2,500 to £3,000. 

The dealers were Audio T ofTunbridge Wells in 

Kent, North London's Grahams Hi-F i and the 

Peterborough branch of Sevenoaks. They put 

together a system comprising a Rega Planet CD 

with matching Mira amplifier plus a pair of PMC 

FB1 floorstanding loudspeakers; a Naim CD5 CD 

player and Nait 5 amplifier with a pair ofB&W 

CM4 floorstanders and an all-Linn system, com­

prising a Genki CD player, Majik amplifier and a 

pair of Ninka floorstanding speakers with their 

optional higher mass polymer bases. 

Interestingly, four of the five brands that make 

up the three systems here have been front­

runners in the Brit-fi business for the last two 

decades. Chances are, if you walked into Audio T, 

Grahams or Sevenoaks at any time in the last 15 

years or more, you would have bought a system 

made up ofB&W, Linn, Naim or Rega 

components. By comparison, PMC is a relative 

newcomer in the demonstration suite, but a 

strong reputation in pro circles and a growing 

range of domestic product has put the brand 

firmly on the map. 

So, does this mean the specialist hi-fi dealer and 

its favourite brands are stuck in a time warp? Not 

really; the brands may be unchanged, even some 

of the product names (Naims?) may be familiar, 

but the sound and the way they work is very 

different. A 'flat-earth' hi-fi buff of 15 years ago 

would have recoiled in horror from CD-based 

systems from any of these companies. Times have 

changed, and even the most reactionary 

companies have moved with the times. Almost. 

The speakers are all floorstanders (the upmar­

ket bookshelf was more a creature of the vinyl 

age), the amplifiers are equally happy with CD as 

LP (the Nait doesn't even include a phono stage) 

and the three biggest champions of vinyl are all 

producing natty CD players in their own right. 

What has not changed with manufacturers and 

dealers, however, is unstinting dedication to 

producing good sound. And, by the looks of these 

three systems, that's set to continue no matter 

what the future may bring ... 

ON TEST 
System One [Linn) 
Linn Genki CD player 

Linn Majik amplifier [line only) 

Linn Ninka loudspeakers 

System Two [Naim/B&.W) 
Nairn COS CD player 

Nairn Nait 5 amplifier 

B& W CM4 loudspeakers 

System Three [Rega/PMC) 
Rega Planet CD player 

Rega Mira amplifier 

PMC FBl loudspeakers 

EQUIPMENT USED 
Kimber 8TC speaker cable 

Ecosse Reference Diva interconnects 

Linn K4DD speaker cable 

Nairn NAC AS speaker cable 

£2,635.00 

£995.DD 

£695.DD 

£945.DD 

£2,819.00 

£U2S.DD 

£799.DO 

£895.DD 

£2,406.00 

£498.DD 

£498.DD 

£l.4lODD 

Quadraspire 04 Reference equipment table 

MUSIC USED 
Douglas Adams/BBC -

The Hitch-H1kers Guide To The Galaxy 

Led Zeppelin - BBC Sessions 

Ruben Gonzalez - Introducing 

Schoenberg/von Karajan - Verklarte Nacht 

Bill Evans/Jim Hall - Undercurrent 

Barry Adamson - Oedipus Schmoedipus 

Delius/del Mar - A Mass Of Life 
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CD SYSTEMS GROUP TEST 

SYSTEM ONEj 

Linn 
LINN GENKI CD PLAYER I LINN MAJIK INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER I LINN NINKA FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 

S 
evenoaks of Peterborough was the only 

dealer to produce a one-brand system 

for our group, but it's one hell of a 

brand. Linn was the high-end 

turntable manufacturer that took on 

the giants of hi-fi and won. 

Linn has a predilection for using the letter 'K' in 

its weird product names. The Linn Genki CD 

player (Genki being Japanese for standard meas­

urement, health, vanity and about a dozen other 

translations) is Linn's entry-point CD player and 

the only HDCD model in the group. Compared to 

the minimal lines of the Naim and Rega players. 

this is fully featured; it even has a local volume 

control with variable outputs for multiroom 

systems or direct connection to a power amplifier. 

The Majik amp delivers 33 watts per channel to 

the two sets of BFA speaker terminals. It's designed 

to act as a standalone integrated amplifier or, by 

using its rear 'Sneaky' port, blend into a Linn 

Knekt multiroom system. Like the Genki, the 

Majik is more feature-rich than the other amps in 

the test; its control panel allows some control over 

the sound and the Majik even has a head phone 

socket. The amplifier is heavy on the 

microprocessors (even that head phone socket is 

digitally controlled) and comes in two guises; with 

and without a phono input for a turntable. 

The inka speaker is the company's mid-range 

two-way floorstanding speaker, with a tapered 

shape that's bigger at the front than the back and 

the most complex rear terminal panel on record. 

Linn is keen on providing actively powered speak­

ers and this model has connections for single 

wiring, bi-wiring, tri-wiring and active power. It 

can also be upgraded with optional polymer bases 

(an extra £165), which we've used here. These add 

extra mass to the speaker, widen its footprint and 

lower its centre of gravity- don't even think about 

using the Ninkas without them. The speaker's 

90dB sensitivity and four ohm impedance ratings 

make it easy for the Majik to drive and lengths of 

thick, bi-wire Linn K400 cable are mandatory. 

A stem-to-stern Linn set-up creates a very 

different sound to the hi-fi norm; that doesn't 

make it bad, just different. From the outset. the 

Linn kit is incredibly detailed sounding and 

dynamic. but notably short of spatial information, 

air or ambience. Strangely. however. this doesn't 

seem to matter too much; it somehow feels like 

you are sitting closer to the live source. 

The Ruben Gonzales tracks showed this off to its 

best effect. On the one hand, this CD's remarkably 

live, spacious sound was stripped away, but the 

sound of each instrument was more precise and 

more detailed because of it. This has the tightest. 

fastest and driest bass of any of the systems and 

everything sounds both unforced and vivid. It's all 

very enjoyable, but totally different from the 

sound produced by almost every other hi-fi system 

you care to mention. 

Although the speakers need to be almost a metre 

from the walls, the Linn system creates a Phi! 

Spectoresque wall-of-soundstage. The image is 

precise and focused between the speakers, but 

there is little image depth and little width to the 

soundstage. At its worst (the Bill Evans track), 

sound is confined to the boxes almost entirely. At 

its best (Schoenberg). it feels like there is an 

orchestra crammed into your living room. 

Linn's laudable concept is to deliver the music at 

all costs. Sounds produced by the Linn are highly 

listenable, precise and very musical, but if you 

want soundstaging, look elsewhere. This is a 

love-it-or-hate-it sound, and it's difficult to swallow 

if you are used to the artifice that hi-fi systems 

normally produce, but those who love it will be 

Linn's for life. 

tional hi-fi thinking. 
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CD SYSTEMS GROUP TEST 

SYSTEM TWO 

Naim and B&W 
NAIM cos CD PLAYER I NAIM NAil 5 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER I B&W CM4 FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 

G 
rahams Hi-Fi is one of the stalwarts of 

the UK hi-fi industry; Graha ms and 

Nairn Audio go together like peanut 

butter and Nutella. And, unsurpris­

ingly, this £3,000 system features Naim 

kit. Still, if it a in 't broke, don't fix it. 

The Naim CDS CD player costs a healthy £1.125, 

but is Naim's entry level model. It has all the usual 

Naim CD touches- a swing-out disc drawer with a 

magnetic puck to hold the disc in place, the CD 

transport and the main circuit boards are held in 

place by transit screws (the circuitry sits on its 

own vibration-isolating mechanism), it uses a 

locking DIN socket instead of the more common 

phono plugs and there is no digital output at all. It 

can be upgraded by using a separate power supply 

like the Naim Flatcap 2. 

The Nait 5 amplifier is styled identically. It's 

hardly a powerhouse on paper, delivering a 

suggested 30 watts per channel. It has a brace of 

DIN sockets instead of ph on os and is also readily 

upgradable; the upgrade can involve adding a 

separate power amplifier (the NAP 170) or a 

beefed-up off-board power supply (the Flatcap 2). 

Both products tend to work best with Naim's own 

interconnect and NAC AS speaker cable, and have 

on/off switches on the back panels for a reason­

the kit should be powered permanently. 

The two-and-a-half way B&W CM4 has all the 

minimal elegance of the Naim kit, but it's a lot 

less black. With a cool ash finish and contrasting 

silver baffle board, not to mention its distinctive 

yellow 165mm Kevlar mid/bass driver and 

additional 165mm aluminium-coned bass unit, 

this looks as modern as rectangular boxes get. The 

claimed 90dB sensitivity and nominal eight ohm 

impedance make the speaker ideal for an amp like 

the Nait 5, despite B&W's suggestion that the CM4 

is best with amps between 50 and 150 watts. 

This set-up is the ER cardiologist of hi-fi; if 

there's a musical pulse, no matter how faint. the 

Naim/B& W rig will bring it to life and get your foot 

tapping. This made the Led Zeppelin tracks sound 

powerful, exciting, live and loud, with just the 

right combination of raunchy and seedy overtones 

that Led Zep should have. You just want to reach 

for the volume knob, crank it loudwards and blast 

your air guitar. Stick on Ruben Gonzales, Barry 

Adamson or Bill Evans and the same thing occurs, 

strangely enough. It's a very different kind of 

sound from the Rega/PMC system (see following 

page). That set-up is a paragon of spatial informa­

tion and musical detail, but the Naim/B&W 

system maxes out on the sheer enjoyment of the 

performance, with information retrieval a close 

second. This system still offers a high degree of 

detail, but the acoustic (or the tape hiss) does not 

dominate over the entertainment factor and get in 

the way of the music. 

Classical music cuts are similarly expressive. The 

Schoenberg piece suddenly begins to sound like 

incidental music from a 1930s horror film and the 

Del ius sounds like Wagner-lite. Once again, the 

accent is not necessarily on holographic 

soundstages or pin-sharp detail, but instead on 

musical communication. Strongly vocal-led 

works, such as The Hitch-Hiker's Guide To The Galaxy 

disc used during this review, sound a bit 'spitchy' 

and sibilant, lacking the naturalistic vocals of the 

RegafPMC kit, but still managing to come across 

with excellent intelligibility. 

This Naim/B& W system neatly follows the 

'source first' concept; to get the best sound, spend 

the bulk of your money on the source and balance 

the rest between amplifier and speakers. This was 

of prime importance back in the days of the LP, 

but still has its worth in the CD age, and this 

combination proves it. It's a system of rare musical 

communication and a sharp looker to boot. 

System Verdict 

SOUND I'.U',,U',U',U'.l 
VALUE I'.U',,U',U'.l 
PRICE £2,819.00 

VERDICf A broad-ranging 

works. Sharp looks too. 
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CD SYSTEMS GROUP TEST 

SYS T EM THREE 

Rega and PMC 
REGA PLANET CD PLAYER I REGA M IRA INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER I PMC FB1 FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 

T 
here's a thin line between 'purist' and 

'puritanical' ... and Audio T's choice of 

Rega kit crosses that line. Rega's Planet 

CD player and Mira amplifier strip 

away anything not essential to making 

music through a pair of loudspeakers. 

Welcome to fundamentalist-fi. 

For a start there's no balance control on the Mira 

amplifier (even the channel selector is hidden 

'behind' the volume control- you have to press 

the volume knob to change sources). The manual 

top-loading Planet CD player comes without a 

standalone pause button and remote control is an 

optional extra. The one frivolity on either product 

is an onfoff button with a little red LED in the 

centre, but we recommend keeping both products 

switched on all the time, so don't get hooked on 

pressing them. 

By contrast, the PMC FBl two-way floorstanders 

are tall, slim and biwirable; everything a thor­

oughly modern domestic loudspeaker should be. 

They are taller than most however, thanks to a 

transmission line system designed to increase the 

bass response of the doped 170mm bass unit. 

Of the three systems here, this proves the 1nost 

faithful to the original recording. The silk-smooth 

strings of the Berlin Philharmonic were brought 

to the fore in the Schoenberg passage. This had a 

remarkably sumptuous and clean mid band with a 

treble that was as smooth as befits a von Karajan 

cut. There was also a fine sense of image depth, 

which was mirrored in all the tracks played. 

The downside of this master-tape fidelity came 

through in the Bill Evans cuts. Tape hiss was more 

noticeable on this system than the other two, but 

can be forgiven, given the excellent guitar and 

piano sounds and the system's ability to 

differentiate the two sounds when they are 

playing in harmony. 

But there are limitations. too. The bass sounded 

ponderous and lumpy, especially with Barry 

Adamson's deep and rhythmic bass lines. This also 

made the loud Led Zep sessions simply fall apart, 

sounding brash and bright, as if the amplifier had 

reached its limits when everything got turned up 

to 11. Suddenly, the sound stage would close in 

upon itself creating a small knot of sound 

between the two speakers. Reaching for the 

volume control helped bring back the live feel, but 

Led Zep is not meant for low-level listening so this 

kind of defeats the object. The Barry Adamson 

tracks similarly could overwhelm the system at 

times. The track Ser The Conrrols For T11e Heart OjT11e 

Pelvis began with an excellent, bouncy 4:4 rhythm 

packed with detail and lots of out-of-the-box 

soundstaging, but when all the instruments begin 

to create a wall of sound and the full mix swings 

in, the ability to differentiate different instru­

ments falls a bit flat. 

Give this kit a small, well-recorded combo, how­

ever, and things soon change. The Ruben Gonzales 

tracks sounded like they were made for this 

system. Your room becomes a slightly dilapidated 

and live-sounding Cuban studio with an old bloke 

at a piano and all his septuagenarian mates sitting 

around your speakers just having a good time and 

playing some fine cha cha cha sounds. You will 

want to grab a significant other and dance. 

This Rega and PMC system is accurate and 

musical, but doesn't scale very well. In this respect 

it would likely perform better with the addition of 

Rega's £498 Maia power amp, bi-amping the 

speakers and solidifYing the bass. As it stands, 

however, it sounds fantastic with small, well­

recorded groups and has an infectious sense of 

rhythm, but needs a more powerful amplifier to 

show what the Planet CD and excellent though 

somewhat demanding and space hungry FBls are 

really capable of. 

•. - �....,___ . 

.-

System Verdict 

SOUND CCCC 
VALUE CCCC 
PRICE £2,406.00 
VERDICT Generally lively. 

bass-heavy music. 
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Nutwood Music 
You can find us in the Comet suit. 
Where you will also find and hear Talon Speakers 

Oracle CD players and Jeff Rowland Amplification. 

The name of the show is 

'The Heathrow' High Fidelity Show. 
The show is between the 6th and 7th of April 

at the Renaissance Hotel Heathrow. 

Tel 01725 514514 Fax 01725 514803 Visit our website at www.nutwoodmusic.com 

• 



CO SYSTEMS GROUP TEST 

CONCLUSIONS ALAN SIRCOM PONDERS OUR SYSTEMS' VIRTUES. 

Y 
ou'd be surprised how close 

these three systems really are. 

They all have an agenda, but it's 

a very good one; to make the 

___ most musical hi-fi system 

possible. And, to a very large extent. every 

one of them succeeds. Most people would 

be more than happy living with any of 

these set-ups. 

They are all fine-tuned; and not 

everyone will want the same form of fine­

tuning from their music. Another 

observation that must be noted is that we 

are at the start of the running-in process; 

each of the nine components tested here 

requires running-in times measured in 

months. Many of the issues raised will 

become less important with time, as the 

system beds in and the listener becomes 

more familiar with its sound. 

Audio T's Rega Planet CD, Mira 

amplifier and PMC FBl system worked 

well, though suffering from a lack of 

grunt in the bass and less solidity than 

would have been desirable - it could 

perhaps have benefited from the addition 

of a more powerful amplifier. Even so, the 

sound was excellent, especially with 

smaller, open and well-recorded tracks. 

The Rega kit may take 'no frills' to new 

levels and the PMC speakers are taller 

than most floorstanders, but if you're 

into acoustic music you may well find it a 

highly attractive blend. 

Linn Products' trio of components, as 

selected by Sevenoaks of Peterborough, is 

one of the most distinctive and musical 

sounding systems you will find. The 

combination ofMajik amplifier, Genki CD 

and Ninka speakers (with optional 

plinths) is extremely tight, dry and 

controlled, yet highly dynamic and 

musical. And that will endear it to many 

listeners. Those used to more 

conventional-sounding hi-fi will balk at 

the lack of space and air, and the sound is 

unlike any other, but it has an immediacy 

that counts for a Jot. 

The most balanced and musically 

enjoyable system of the three wins its Best 

Buy by a nose. The Naim CDS CD player, 

Nait 5 amplifier and B&W CM4 speaker 

system supplied by Grahams Hi-Fi of 

north London could find the rhythm in a 

dial tone and is excellent for those who 

like their music to come alive and want to 

recreate the passion of music making. Just 

never turn the system off ... and don't lose 

that CD puck! 

"THE NAIM/B&. W SYSTEM COULD FIND THE RHYTHM 
IN A DIAL TONE AND IS EXCELLENT FOR THOSE WHO 
WANT TO RECREATE THE PASSION OF MUSIC MAKING." 

SYSTEMS AT A GLANCE 

DEALER 

CD PLAYER 

AMPLIFIER 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

SYSTEM PRICE 

SOUND 

VALUE 

CONCLUSIONS 

SEVENOAKS 

LINN GENKI 

LINN MAJIK 

LINN NINKA 

£2,635.00 

tltltUJ 
tltltltl 

There's no half measures with this system; either you 

wilt Love the dryness and detail or you'll wonder 

where all the soundstage went. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI 

NAIM CD5 

NAIM NAIT 5 

B&W CM4 

£2,819.00 

tltltltltl 
tltltltl 

Excellent, open sound with good recordings, but could 

do with a bigger amplifier to show off the CO and 

speakers to full effect. 

AUDIO T 

REGA PLANET 

REGA M IRA 

PMC FB1 

£2,406.00 

tltltltl 
tltltltl 

Highly musical system that could have you dandng 

to a funeral march. When things sound this fluid and 

funky, who needs the 'nth' degree of fine detail? 
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BUYER'S BIBLE RADIO TUNERS 

Tuners 
JASON KENNEDY EXPLORES THE MERITS 
OF FM AND DAB, AND RIDES THE SONIC 
AIRWAVES IN SEARCH OF PERFECTION . 

•••• 
• • 
• • 
• • 
•••• 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

adio is a fantastic musical 

resource, and the closer 

your tastes are to the main­

stream the more it has to 

offer. But even if you prefer 

something more unusual there is some 

excellent programming out there. 

In many ways the BBC is more 

valuable as a radio resource than as a 

TV one- there's no real Channel Four 

equivalent on the national FM band­

and it's left to the BBC to provide for 

more refined tastes. If you're prepared 

to stay up late enough or you can 

organise timer recording- with your 

VCR perhaps, if it's got audio-in 

sockets - there is some genuinely 

unusual music being played. Check out 

the excellent Late Junction on Radio 

Three for a round-up of world, folk and 

ancient music or Gilles Petersen on 

Radio One for jazz-influenced dance 

styles. Even Radio Two puts on some 

interesting stuff when it thinks no 

one's listening! 

Which is all a rather roundabout way 

of saying that if you haven't got a 

decent tuner hooked up to your hi-fi 

you're missing out. But fear not, we 

have gathered the reviews of our 

favourite models and assembled them 

on the following pages. 
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DAB OR FM? 

Digital audio broadcasting 

or DAB is said to be 

available to 80 per cent of 

the population and the long 

term plan is to switch public 

broadcasting over to digital, 

but hardware prices have yet 

to come down to a point 

where this would be 

acceptable. Its advantages 

over FM include hiss-free 

reception, the potential for a 

wider range of stations and 

the ability to display 

comprehensive information 

about both the station and 

the programming. FM's RDS 

system means that station 

names and occasionally 

even track titles are dis­

played but the range of 

information is relatively 

limited. 

Where FM scores over 

DAB is in the lower cost of 

hardware and the greater 

reception area. lt can also 

provide higher sound quality 

if reception conditions are 

favourable. 

What is clear however is 

that there are more and 

more radio stations broad­

casting on DAB which aren't 

available on FM, and if it's 

niche programming you're 

after they have a lot to offer 



RADIO TUNERS BUYER'S BIBLE 

SATELLITE AND WEB RADIO 
A lot of the new DAB stations can also be found on satellite and the web. The 

former can be found on the Sky network while the latter can be streamed from any 

computer that's linked to the Internet. Inevitably the need to take up a phone line 

and the limitations that places on the data rate means that web radio does not 

compete in terms of sound quality, but the variety of programming is impressive. 

Satellite programming is best served by a dedicated receiver, examples of which 

are readily available on the web. We've not been able to compare the sound of 

satellite with DAB or FM but again this is a format where variety of stations is a key 

selling point. For instance if you enjoy live classical music, satellite is hard to beat. 

TWIGS 
All hi-fi tuners require a separate aerial to give of their best. An area where DAB 

generally scores over FM is that full reception can be had with a compact indoor 

aerial- though you will need a specific DAB aerial, not an FM one. 

FM aerials vary from the T-shaped wire devices you can pin to the wall right 

through to the kind of multi-element behemoths that the whole neighbourhood 

can enjoy I If you're in a built-up area there's a lot to be said for an aerial rotator 

that you can adjust indoors- it's the most effective way of avoiding interference 

from taxis and pirate stations. 

As a decent aerial requires rooftop mounting and the way it's oriented is fairly 

critical, it makes sense to get a local specialist to install one for you (check the 

Yellow Pages). They will know the best transmitter to aim for and they'll be able to 

attach it securely to the building, an important consideration with larger models. 

CHOOSING A TUNER 
Even taking into account the cost of having an aerial installed it is still less 

expensive to get into FM than DAB. This is because the digital format's hardware 

prices have not yet dropped below the £249 mark, whereas you can get a decent 

FM tuner for close to half that. 

Although our recent tuner tests have come out in favour of some extremely 

competitively priced models there's still a lot to be said for some of the high-end 

options available from Naim and Magnum Dynalab among others. If you are going 

to do a lot of radio listening these all-analogue designs give fantastic results which 

more than justify their cost. 

However, you can get a capable tuner for under £200 and for most systems and 

average usage you'll find that such a model will be more than adequate. You may 

discover that some models are more fussy about signal strength than others, so if 

you're unable to use an external aerial choose one that will run on the 

proverbial damp piece of string. 

GETTING THE BEST 
FROM YOUR TUNER 
Following the creed that 'what goes in must come out', the quality of signal you 

feed a tuner will dictate its sound quality. So for FM tuners get a decent external 

twig or aerial and connect it up with as few jundions and splits as possible. Every 

time you split the cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you halve signal strength I 

With DAB the same applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. 

Mount the tuner on its own shelf or support and try to isolate it from vibration. 

Just like any other audio component, tuners are affected by mechanical resonance. 

Use good quality, shielded interconnects- any hi-li set up is only as good as its 

weakest link. 
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BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311 
2 Feathers Lane 
E-mail: basingstoke@audio-t.co.uk 

BRENTWOOD 01277 264730 
30 Crown Street 
E-mail: brentwood@audio-t.co.uk 

BRISTOL 0117 926 4975 
65 Park Street 
E-mail: bristol@audio-excellence.co.uk 

CAMBERLEY 01276 685597 
173-175 London Road 
E-mail: camberley@audio-t.co.uk 

CARDIFF 029 2022 8565 
134-136 Crwys Road 
E-mail: cardiff@audio-excellence.co.uk 

CHELTENHAM 01242 583960 
38 Winchcombe Street 
E-mail: cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk 

CHESTER 01244 345576 
88/90 Boughton 
E-mail: chester@audio-excellence.co.uk 

ENFIELD 020 8367 3132 
159a Chase Side 
E-mail: enfield@audio-t.co.uk 

EPSOM 01372 748888 
15 Upper High Street 
E-mail: epsom@audio-t.co.uk 

EXETER 01392 491194 
156 Sidwell Street 
E-mail: exeter@audio-excellence.co.uk 

GLOUCESTER 01452 300046 
58 Bristol Road 
E-mail: gloucester@audio-excellence.co.uk 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

01494 558585 
30-32 Castle Street 
E-mail: wycombe@audio-t.co.uk 

LONDON: W. HAMPSTEAD 

020 7794 7848 
190 West End Lane 
E-mail: hampstead@audio-t.co.uk 

OXFORD 01865 765961 
19 Old High Street. Headington 
E-mail: oxford@audio-t.co.uk 

READING 0118 958 5463 
4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall 
E-mail: reading@audio-t.co.uk 

SOUTHAMPTON 023 8025 2827 
10-12 Hursley Road 
Chandlers Ford 
E-mail: southampton@audio-t.co.uk 

SWANSEA 01792 474608 
9 High Street 
E-mail: swansea@audio-excellence.co.uk 

SWINDON 01793 538222 
60 Fleet Street 
E-mail: swindon@audio-t.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

01892 525666 
6 High Street 
E-mail: tunbridge@audio-t.co.uk 

WORCESTER 01905 619059 
Independence House 
The Trinity 
E-mail: worcester@audio-excellence.co.uk 

All shops are closed on Mondays 

For the very latest information 

please check our web sites: 

www.audio-t.co.uk 
www.audio-excellence.co.uk 

THE BEST OF 

BOTH WORLDS 
Audio Excellence and Audio T have joined forces to 
bring you the benefits and security of buying from a 

larger dealer, yet each of our stores is run as an 

individual specialist shop. Our staff are enthusiastic and 

friendly, with the knowledge and experience to satisfy 

your expectations. Plus, we haven't forgotten that 

buying hi-fi should be as much fun as listening to it! 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

If you want your Hi-Fi equipment neatly and attractively 
integrated into your home we can plan out the system 

to be installed, the choice 

of the equipment to be used, where it will be installed 

in your home and how it will be 

connected. Call us for advice on how you can enjoy 

music all round your home. 

• 57 YEARS JOINT EXPERIENCE 
• 3 YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI SEPARATES 

• FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES 

• PRICE PROMISE 

• 10 DAY EXCHANGES 

• 30 DAY NO COST PENALT Y  UPGRADES 

• PART EXCHANGES 

• INTEREST FREE OPTION ON SALES OVER £250* 

• HOME LOANS AND HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 

• EVENING DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 

For your FREE copy of MUSIC AT HOME, 
The Ultimate Guide 2002 
fREEPHQNE 0500 101501 (quote ref HFC02) 

or vist our web site at www.music-at-home.co.uk 

2002 
EDITION 

Products we sell 
include: 

Not all products 

are stocked by 

every shop so 

please check with 

your local branch 
before travelling 

*Subject to status. 
Written details on 
request 



Arcam DT-81 
£649.90 DAB Digital Radio Tuner t'U'lCC 

The least expensive DAB tuner Arcam has produced so far is based on the 
same Gold Card technology as its more expensive FMJ model. What differen­
tiates this one is the less sumptuous but still very tidy casework. Features run 
to the usual DAB in and outputs alongside a data interface and FM tuner 
loop-through sockets. 

On initial power-up it loads all the available stations in your locality and you 
can access them by turning the knob- there are no frequencies to remember, 
just station names to scroll through. You can assign 16 of them to presets. 

This is a particularly clean and extended sounding tuner with neutral tonal 
balance and stable stereo imaging. Quality inevitably varies with the 
broadcast but with a good transmission its intrinsically open sound makes the 
most of DAB's advantages. 

This is a highly professional DAB tuner that equals the best available today 
and betters the majority. At the price it's excellent value. 
Arcam w 01223 203200 

RADIO TUNERS BUYER'S BIBLE 

DT81 DIGITAL RADIO TUNER 

Cyrus FM7.5 
£400.00 FM only Tuner CCCC 

Another 'one size fits all' half-width Cyrus product, the FM7.5 eschews all 
wavebands save FM and doesn't even bother with RDS (the system that 
displays station names and other enhancements)- it's a purist design 
through and through. Facilities include seven presets and a rotary tuning dial 
which can be operated in fine mode for optimising reception of slightly off­
tune transmissions. 

Built on fairly standard circuits, Cyrus has spiced up the power supply 
arrangements in order to optimise performance. The result is a sound that 
doesn't blaze any new trails but is better than average for its class. At its best 
with a really clean signal, the sound is admirably clear with good bass exten­
sion but can get slightly splashy at big climaxes. With an indoor aerial the 

sound loses a little detail but remains full-bodied and inviting. Cyrus has 
managed to balance this tuner for all musical styles and the 

FM7.5 should win fans outside the Cyrus fraternity. 
Cyrus w 01480 435577 

"CYRUS HAS 

MANAGED TO 

BALANCE THIS 

TUNER FOR ALL 

MUSICAL 

STYLES AND 

THE FM7.5 

SHOULD WIN 

FANS OUTSIDE 

THE CYRUS 

FRATERNITY." 



BETTER THAN BEST! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0870 241 246 9 
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Hi-Fi Choice 
SOUND 

ccccc 
VALUE 

ccccc 

Clearlight Audio Aspekt Rack 

Featuring the highly acclaimed 

RDC. Prices from £500 

"A top performer with matching price tag. Stunning neutrality 

and laid back with it, detail and control were always in abun­

dance." - Hi-Fi Choice 

"But how does it sound? Wonderful. ... The absence of reso­

nant smearing allows the music to flow in an open, commu­

nicative and unforced manner."- Roy Gregory HiFi+. 

"The Aspekt works well with a wide range of equipment from 

Rega's £300 Brio amp through to our reference Krell set-up." 

Verdict: One of the best equipment supports around. If your 

system justifies the outlay give it a go. - What Hi-Fi 

"lt simply clarified music heard from equipment sited on it. 

The definition of an acoustic guitar's plucked 

harmonics was perceivably, and repeatedly, improved, and 

there was less smearing of instruments in the soundstage."­

Hi-Fi News 

I 

I 



Harman Karclon TU940 
£179.95 FM, MW Tuner t'U'JFJFJFJ 

A bulky affair, this budget Harman Kardon scored points for its rejection of 
pirate stations on initial fire-up and continued to impress right through the 
review. Equipped with RDS and switchable IF bandwidth (useful in crowded 
reception conditions), it displays signal strength and will scan the FM band 
and load stations to each of its 30 presets at the touch of a button. 

it also works rather well with a decent signal, producing a clear, hearty and 
involving sound. it has natural tone and strong but not over-emphasised bass 
alongside taut mid range. Treble could be smoother but there is always plenty 
of life in the sound. Dynamics are also well served, with a better grip on the 
detail in loud passages than most of its competitors. 

With the added bonus of better than average AM reception this tuner looks 
like a no brainer of a choice, and it's attractively priced too. 
Harman Kardon UK m 020 8731 4670 

"MIDRANGE AND TREBLE ON THE 
ST6000 ARE VER Y CLEAN AND THE 
OVERALL SOUND REMARKABLY PURE, 
WITH EXCELLENT DETAIL RESOlUTION." 

��e•;:zs,,,R -··-
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RADIO TUNERS BUYER'S BIBLE 

Marantz ST6000 
£179.90 (black) FM, MW, LW Tuner FJFJFJFJFJ 

A very smart and well equipped tuner for the price, the ST6000 made a very 
good impression among far more ambitious designs in its original review 
group. Features include twin aerial sockets, switchable IF bandwidth and full 
RDS which also sets the time on the built-in timer. Presets extend to 30 per 
band, which amounts to 90 in total and signal strength is displayed. 

Extremely accomplished sonically its only weakness is bass which is a little 
on the restrained side. But the midrange and treble are very clean and the 
overall sound remarkably pure, with excellent detail resolution. All in all a 
relaxed and enjoyable listening experience. 

it doesn't suffer unduly when signal strength fades and the IF (Intermediate 
Frequency) bandwidth switch, which allows you to cut down on background 
nose, can be a lifesaver in bad reception conditions. 

Smart, easy to use and competitive- with weaker alternatives available at 
twice the price this is a tearaway Best Buy. 
Marantz UK m 01753 680868 
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FORUM HELP 
TROUBLE WITH THE RIG? LOST IN THE UPGRADE JUNGLE' FEAR NOT. 
DAN GEORGE IS HERE TO GUIDE YOU TO SONIC SAFE HAVEN. 

Write to us with 

your hi-fi queries: 

Forum: Help 

Hi-Fi Choice 

99 Baker Street 

London Wl U 6FP 

Or e-mail: 

dan.george@futurenet.co.uk 

NAIMACD 
l am considering upgrading 

my CD player for something 

more in line with the rest of 

my Naim system and I've 

recently started auditioning 

players up to £1,SOO. So far the 

Nairn COS has come out on top 

but I still have some reservations. I 

enjoyed its bass extension and pace, 

particularly with jazz, but I found it 

uncontrolled and messy at elevated 

listening levels. Any suggestions? 

Graham Liptr otg, viae-mail 

The COS is a fine and rhythmic player, 

and would integrate nicely in your 

system, but there are alternatives. Last 

month's CD Bench Test found the the new 

Cyrus CD7Q to be an excellent all-rounder at 

£1,150, and the Arcam CD23T (also £1,150) is a 

great alternative with a subtler approach. If 

you fancy blowing all your stash try the 

Primare 030.2 at £1,500, which should give 

both the musicality and control you desire. 

Cyrus CD7Q 
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AKGFORME 
I have been trying to get my hands on some AKG 

KlOO headphones but have not been able to find 

a retailer or supplier. Where are they hiding? 

Greg Coltman, viae-mail 

AKG are distributed in the UK by Arbiter 

Group PLC and they can be contacted on 

020 8202 1199. 

CELLAR DWELLER 
After converting my cellar into a liveable 

room I wanted to put some hi-fi down there. 

The problem is which speakers to choose from 

to partner my Rote! RA971 Mkll integrated 

amp. I have shortlisted the B&W DM600 S3, 

DM601 S3 and the DM303.1 enjoy listening to 

music loud at times and my music collection 

is varied. The room is not large, which speaker 

would work best do you think? 

Eric Gouldi ng, via e-m ail. 

In a smaller room with your 60 watts of 

power, we'd be inclined to suggest the 

excellent value DM303. But as you suggest 

you like to go loud, the big sounding 

DM602 S3 might fit the bill. We recommend 

trying to leave a deposit with your dealer 

and take both models home for audition. 

Your cellar is probably a challenging room 

to drive acoustically, so don't rely too much 

on dealer demos! 



SURROUNDED 
I'm upgrading my system 

and I am looking for a DVD 

player and 5.1 receiver with 

• 

�0 
Onkyo TX-05494 

and Mordaunt Short 

Premier system 

suitable speaker package , probably with no subwoofer. 

Stereo CD sound is very important, so can you recommend a 

selection of components with a total budget of £1,200-1 ,500 

including cables? 

Alastair Henderson, viae-mail 

How about using our Best Buy multichannel system from 
HFC 221, comprising the £399 Onkyo TX-DS494 and the £500 
Mordaunt Short Premier package? This would leave you 
with a good few source options such as the excellent Sony 
DVP-NS700V at £400, a DVD player also capable of SACD 
playback and more than competent with CDs too. To allow a 
bigger budget for cables, you could try Denon's 
accomplished DVD-100 at £300, with a few runs of the lxos 
Gamma speaker cable at £2.99 per metre. 

p;oneer DV-74 7 A 

MULTICHANNEL MADNESS 
I have seen advertised a DVD player that has a 5.1 channel 

output with all the connections for speakers on the back of 

the player. I thought that speakers had to go through an 

amplifier? 

Simon Hickling, viae-mail 

What you've seen is the DVD player's 5.1 channel analogue 
audio output. You're correct in that you will still need an 
amplifier to drive your speakers, just make sure it's of the 
multichannel variety if you're using a 5.1 speaker system. A 
standard two-channel stereo integrated amplifier 
will still work with your DVD player, but only if you're 
happy with stereo sound. 

SHELVED PROJECT 
I read with interest your reviews of hi-fi furniture and supports 

in HFC 217, but can you tell me if wall-mounted supports are 

available? I'm after the type with cable 

management down the 

back, do you know of a 

manufacturer? 

Oint, viae-mail 

A good place to try 
would be Custom Design 
in Newcastle. They 
specialise in making hi-fi 

Custom Design Elite 4 rack 

furniture to order and 
:--

would be happy to 

� discuss specific requirements. 
Give them a call on 0191 262 4646. , 

In the review of the Sony MZ-G750 MiniDisc 

playerfrecorder a PC Connection Kit is mentioned as 

an add-on to talk to PCs. Can you give me any more 

information on this or point me in the right direction where 

to look next? If this kit allows the PC to down load music to the 

Mini Disc recorder then it's the answer to my prayers! 

Michael ]ames, via e-mail 

Sony does in fact produce the add-on. The link is called a 
PCLK-US kit and will allow you to transfer MP3 files to 
Mini Disc for around £50. You will need a digital optical 
input on your MiniDisc player and suitable software to re­
code your MP3 files to MiniDisc's ATRAC format. Contact 
your local Sony Centre for details. 

MULTIROOM 
I am in the market for a new hi-fi system with a DVD player as 

a source. I also want to be able to play COs in my lounge and 

hear music in my adjacent dining room. Can you recommend 

the best way to do this for around £500-£600? 

Phi! Goodman, viae-mail 

For stereo sound, you'll need two pairs of speakers and a 
two-channel amp with two sets of speaker outputs. We 
suggest the five-star Mission M70s at £99 per pair, with an 
amp like the Cambridge Audio AS, available through Richer 
Sounds for £120. This would comfortably leave you with 
£200 for a DVD 
player, for 
which we'd 
recommend the "l 2";) ) 1\ _

_ 

Philips DVD-712, _!} J plus some left over -

cash for interconnects and 
speaker cables. 

VOYD CONTACTS 

C.mbridge Audio AS 

I bought a Voyd mini reference turntable some years ago and 

lately its double drive belts started to faiL To my surprise Guy 

Adam and his firm seem to have disappeared from Cheltenham 

and it looks as if they've ceased to produce and trade this 

equipment. Can you tell me where I can find such drive belts, or 

failing that what other substitutes can be used? 

Lot� is Nagi, via e-m ail 

Sadly Voyd ceased trading some six years ago now, but as an 
alternative you could try finding a suitable replacement belt 
from London Sounds on 
020 8868 9222. They'll probably 
want to see the belt before 
recommending the most 
suitable alternative so you'll 
need to take it down there or 
perhaps send it in the post. 
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Turntables & Tuners 

Arcam DiVA T 51 Tuner ..... .. ....... ... ....... .... ..... ... £279.95 

PRO-JECT Debut 11 
Turntable £1 09.95 

"The original Debut turntable romped away 

with a Product of the Year Award in 1999, and 

the MKII version continues the extremely good 

work. it's a simple affair, that's easy to set up, 

but don't let the price fool you- it sounds a whole 

Denon TU260L MKII Tuner ... ..... ..... ...... .. ...... ... £109.95 

Linn LP12/Basik/Akito Turntable . .. .. ............. £1749.95 

lot more expensive than that. This is a fine turntable, and it clearly reveals the benefits of 

listening to vinyl, with a rich and detailed soundstage, and a good dynamic response. 

Marantz ST 4000 Tuner.... . .. .. ........... . ...... £129.95 

Michell Gyro SE/RB300 Turntable ... .... ... .. £1 017.95 

Project Debut Phono Turntable . . . ... .... .... ... £139.95 

Sony ST-D777ES FM/DAB Tuner .. ..... ........ .... £429.95 

it's available in six funky colours, so you should find one to suit your decor, and at just a 

smidge over £:100, you can have no excuse not to keep that old vinyl collection in 

employment for a good few years yet." *****What Hi·Fi? Awards 2000 

Videologic DRX-601 E DAB liJner ... .... .. ... ... £279.95 Selected outlets are Project Turntable Centres. Colour Options are available at additional cost 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 Series 

A3 CD Player 
A3 Amplifier 

£799.95 
£849.95 

A3 CD Player "OK, so not everyone will be drawn to the styling, 

but when it comes to turning on the sonic fireworks, few players 

come even close at this price ... A class act and a worthy winner." 

A3 Amplifier "The K3 does a wonderful trick of conveying a great 

romantic sweep of music while at the same time delivering as much 

internal detail as anyone could possibly want ... This is an amplifier 

capable of performing well beyond its price. We guarantee you 

won't be disappointed." *****What Hi·Fi? Awards 2000 

' 

: :.::�'!! 
DM601 S3 Speakers £249.95 

"Ultimately it's the 601 S3s' lack of any weakness that makes them so special. Their talent is so widespread 

that most of the competition is left reeling. Detail, resolution, dynamics, insight .. everything is present and 

111ore entertaining 

correct, and these speakers rate highly 

in every area. 

What more can we say? These new 

B&Ws are a terrific buy. The price rise 

over their predecessors pits them 

against tougher rivals, but on this 

showing B&W has little to worry about. 

Unlike the competition." 

*****What Hi·Fi? January 2002 

CD Players 
Arcam DiVA CD62T .. . ... £349.95 

Arcam DiVA CD92T . ...... ... . . .. . ..... .... ..... .... ... .. £849.95 

Arcam FMJ CD23T . . . . ... .. .. .. ... ..... .... .. £1149.95 

Denon DCD485 .. .... ..... ..... . ..... ... .... ..... .. .... ..... .. . £139.95 

Linn Genki ... .. .... .. ... ... ............... ........ .. .. .... .... .... ... . £994.95 

Linn lkemi ...... ..... ... .... .. .. ......... ..... ..... .... .... .... ... .. £1949.95 

Marantz CD4000 ........ .................... ..... ..... .... ...... £99.95 

Marantz CD6000Ki Signature . ..... ... ... .. .. .... ... £449.95 

Musical Fidelity NuVista 3D ... .... .... .. .. ... . £2999.95 

Roksan Caspian MKII ............... ... .. ... .... ....... .... £894.95 

Roksan Kandy ................. ... ..... ... ..... .... ... ....... ... . £494.95 

Rotel RCD1070.. . ... .. ......... .. ................. £499.95 

Sony CDPXE570 ..... ........ .... ... ..... ........ .. ..... ........ £119.95 

Recorder Selection 
Marantz DR6000 CD-RW ..... ..... .... ... .... ....... .. £349.95 

Pioneer PDR609 CD-RW . .... .. ...... .... .. .. .. .... .... £199.95 

Sony MDS-JE770 MiniDisc .. . ........................ £229.95 

Yamaha KX393 Cassette Deck .. .. .. ... ... .. ... ... £119.95 

Yamaha KX580SE Cassette Deck .... ...... .... £199.95 

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets. 
Advertisement valid until at least 10th April 2002, E&OE. 



Amplifier Selection 

Arcam DiVA A65 Plus Amplifier . . ... . . . ... . £349.95 

Arcam DiVA A75 Plus Amplifier 

Arcam FMJ A32 Amplifier . 

Cyrus ACA7.5 Pre Amplifier 

Cyrus Smart Power Amplifier . 

Denon PMA355 Amplifier 

Linn Kolector Pre Amplifier 

Linn LK85 Power Amplifier . 

Marantz PM4200 Amplifier . 

Musical Fidelity A300 Amplifier 

Musical Fidelity NuVista Amplifier 

Roksan Caspian MKII Amplifier 

Roksan Kandy Amplifier 

.£449.95 

. .£1099.95 

.... £699.95 

.£549.95 

.£229.95 

.. £494.95 

.£494.95 

.£159.95 

... £1399.95 

.£2974.95 

£794.95 

.... £494.95 

AJICAM 

• 

ARCAM 

DiVA CD72T CO Player 
DiVA A85 Integrated Amplifier 

£399.95 
£749.95 

DiVA CD72 "The CD72 will have you jumping out of your seat from the very first notes. Both powerful and 

punchy, it delivers every ounce of air and detail present from detailed midrange to smooth, singing treble. 

Sometimes a product comes along that sets new standards ... " *****What Hi·Fi? Awards 2001 

DiVA A85 "You ' ll have realised by now that we rather like this amp. lt took us completely by surprise, and 

further strengthens Arcam's already impressive product range .. The A85 is superb, and we can't wait to 

put it up against its peer in a group test." *****What Hi·Fi? March 2001 

MO NIT 
Silver Bi Speakers £699.95 

"No other speaker in this test can match the Monitor Audios when it comes to delivering seismic 

basslines with sofa rattling power and weight. That this part of the spectrum also enjoys plenty of speed 

and control confirms the Silver Bis' position as bass kings ... A great speaker needs more than simply 

great bass, however, and the Silver Bis do far more than merely thump. With the likes of Curtis Mayfield's 

'Move On Up', they produce a sound of such verve that it becomes hard to sit still. .. They produce music 

with plenty of excitement · but don't forget the subtleties too. Add excellent build and an easy load and 

these Monitor Audios make a formidable case for themselves." *****What Hi·Fi? April 2001 

VidczoLogic 
DRX-601 ES Digital Tuner £329.95 

"New name, new format, new winner: the Video logic story is as simple as that. The £299 DRX-601 E digital tuner came out of nowhere to establish the firm as 

a major player in the digital tuner market. With this upgrade, 

Video logic goes one step further it's still a DRX-601 E at 

heart, but quite apart from the sleek silver styling and 

sexy blue LEDs it now has a better, white-on-blue 

display, and what the company calls 'Psycho-acoustic 

Compensation' - a form of signal processing designed 

to make the tuner sound less digital. 

And it works: the DRX-601ES has a presentation that's 

• • • 

rich, clean and extremely informative. Bass is big and powerful, while the midband and treble are well controlled. The style alone would justify the slight price 

rise; the sound quality makes it a Product of the Year'' *****What Hi·Fi? Awards 2001 



CD7 CD Player £799.95 

7 Integrated Amplifier £699.95 
Cyrus 7 CD "This player is just as convincing with thundering orchestral strings and brass, 

making a great job of Bemstein's recording of Mahler's Symphony No 5 and it has the 

definition to unravel the instrumental strands in the Kronos Quartet's disc of Phillip Glass string 

quartets ... it's that that makes it special- and this is a very special player indeed." 

*****What Hi·Fi? November 1999 

Cyrus 7 Amplifier "This is a fabulous amplifier. it's fast, punchy and has bags of power on tap but crucially delivers huge sackfuls of subtlety when the music requires. Some 

of the other amplifiers in this group may be better with particular genres of music but as an all-rounder it takes some beating." *****What Hi·Fi? November 1999 

[TliSSIDn 78 Series 
782 bases its performance on a 165mm Nomex bass unit fitted to a reflex enclosure ensuring excellent low 

frequency extension from a graceful and compact cabinet. The 783 houses a larger 200mm bass unit with 

massive motor system, capable of floor shaking, yet tightly controlled low frequency extension. Both use 

Keraform midrange drivers for outstanding clarity and midrange detail coupled to superb dynamic range 

together with Mission's silk dome tweeter. 

The 780 and 781 are the pinnacle of Mission's research into creating a three dimensional soundstage, 

extensive bandwidth and dynamic range from the smallest possible cabinet dimensions. The 780 is massive 

in its sonic capabilities. Its 130mm Keraform bass unit is carefully matched to a novel reflex enclosure for full 

bodied bass extension, the qualities of Keraform produce a dynamic and ultra detailed midrange. In the 781 

a 165mm Keraform driver takes advantage of a larger cabinet to extend bass performance and increase 

efficiency whilst maintaining that superb midband transparency and finely detailed treble. 

780 "Versatile and with a sound that works well with a wide variety of hi-fi kit. these speakers were worthy of 

this title last year, and this year have achieved the tough task of making it the double." 

*****What Hi·Fi? Awards 2001 

• • 

Q3 Speakers £399.95 
Like its award-winning predecessor, the floorstanding 

03 offers exceptional value for money. With the new 

Ferrofluid-cooled metal dome neodymium tweeter 

derived from the Reference Series unit, the 

coincident source 160 mm (6.5") Uni-0 driver creates 

a spacious and intricate sound image throughout the 

room, and bass extension from the large front-firing 

port is accurately controlled to preserve the clarity of 

the midrange. KEF's unique bracing system 

increases cabinet rigidity to minimize distortion, and 

the sophisticated crossovers are connected directly 

to the bi-wire terminals for optimum signal integrity. 
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Speaker Selection 

Acoustic Energy AE1 Series 11 . .. .... . ... ... . .. . £699.95 

B&W CDM 1 NT .. .. ......... ..... ...... . ........ ....... ........... £749.95 

B&W CDM 7NT . ... . ... .... ... .... . ........ .. . . .... .. . ... . . .. .. £1249.95 

B&W DM303 .. ... . .. ..... ... . . . .. ... ..... .. .. . .. . . ...... .... . . . ..... £179.95 

B&W DM603 S3 .. .. . .. ... . . . .. . . ....................... £599.95 

Cyrus CLS70 (Black) . . .... .. ... . . . . . ... . . .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .  £799.95 

KEF Cresta 2 . ..... .. . .... ... . ... . . ..... . ... . ... . ... .... ... . . ..... . . . £119.95 

Linn Katan (Maple) . . . . . ... .. . . .. .. .. . .... . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . ... ... £634.95 

Linn Ninka (Maple) . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. ... £894.95 

Mission 780 ... . ......... £299.95 

Mission M71 ....................................................... £119.95 

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 1 0... . ...... £799.95 

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 20 .. . . . .. . .  £1499.95 

Ruark Epilogue 11 . • . . • • . . • . . . • . • • . . . . . • • . . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . . . • . . • . .  £344.95 

Wharfedale Diamond 8.1 .. . . ...... . . .. . .. .. . . . . . .  £99.95 



System Selection 
Cyrus Quattro Ex Power Amplifier & Speakers .. £849.95 

Denon 201 Ex Speakers 

Denon DM50 Ex Speakers 

Marantz Eclipse 19 lnc Speakers 

Marantz Eclipse 21 lnc Speakers . 

Marantz Eclipse 22 lnc Speakers . 

Marantz Eclipse 25 lnc Speakers 

Tag McLaren Aphrodite Ex Speakers 

Teac Reference 1 00 lnc Speakers . 

Teac Reference 500 Ex Speakers 

Yamaha Pianocraft E150 lnc Speakers 

D N N 

.£649.95 

... £279.95 

..... £599.95 

. .. £699.95 

. .. £799.95 

.£899.95 

.£2994.95 

. .. £299.95 

.£699.95 

.. £249.95 

D-M30 CD Receiver 
SC-M50 Speakers 

LINN 

• LINN CLASSIK • 
·-

Classik 

Music System £999.95 
The Classik Music System is an alternative to the sound and looks of mass market compact systems. 

Designed to be useful throughout the home, the Classik is simple and stylish with all the advanced 

features needed to satisfy the most demanding hi-fi enthusiast or discriminating music lover. 

"Since the Scottish company added a tuner to the amp/CD player, mouths have gaped even wider in 

appreciation. The addition of colour options panders to the public's taste for kit to match their interior 

design, but it doesn't just look lovely in the lounge: the Classik sounds simply marvellous. Boasting fine 

impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quiet 

acoustic music and its smooth, liquid presentation impresses still further. The Classik offers the 

performance you'd expect from high quality separates in one lovely package - this is a very superior 

product"***** What Hi·Fi? Awards 2001 

TEAC 
Reference 300 System £549.95 
"Teac's Reference 300 system is an absolute belter. The company's Reference series has won lots of 

awards and many admirers in the past, and the 300 range at £200 less than the bigger 500 series, is no 

disappointment Your £600 buys you everything but speakers: an amplifier, tuner, CD player and cassette 

deck ... As beautifully built as we've come to expect from Teac , this system delivers the goods with style." 

***** What Hi·Fi? Awards 2001 

£229.95 

£69.95 
"Denon's gorgeous D-M30 has a fine pedigree - and a record of success. Its forebear the 

D-M3 kept impressing us with its balance of good looks and great sound, winning two 

What Hi-Fi? Awards on the trot Now the latest generation takes home a Product of the 

Year gong two years in a row. On its own merits, too, as this is much more than a rehash 

of the D-M3. Upgraded audio circuitry, improved power supply and the Mission-designed 

speakers all improve the package. The sound is superb , well-balanced and weighty ... it's 

a big system in a very cute box." *****What Hi·Fi? Awards 2001 

Optiona l Recorders: 

CDR-M30 CD-RW Recorder • DMD-M30 MiniDisc Recorder • DRR-M30 Cassette Deck 

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets. 

Advertisement valid until at least 10th April 2002, E&OE. 



"The beautifully engineered Gyro SE not only looks the part but has a wonderfully 
clean and fluid sound." *****What Hi·Fi? July 1999 

LINN 

Genki CD Player 
Majik Line Amplifier 

£994.95 
£694.95 

Genki "Tempting though it is to think of Genki as a Glaswegian word, it's 

actually Japanese, and the nearest definitions we could find involve vitality, 

vigour and spirit. And used as adjectives, these words go a long way 

towards describing the sound of the Genki, which always manages to 

communicate the music first and foremost, and let the rest of the hi-li thing 

look after itself. 

J A Michell 
Gyro SE Turntable £1017.95 

Founded In Borehamwood by mechanical engineer John 

Mlchell. For over thirty years, Michell Engineering have been at 

the forefront of quality audio, with world-wide appreciated 

products like the GyroDec and Orbe Turntables. 

In the early eighties, the revolutionary GyroDec Turntable, with its elegant 

and effective suspension system, was introduced. The Gyro SE is a 

smaller and cheaper package that retains the classy sound of the 

GyroDec and can be upgraded to the full GyroDec specification by 

adding a plinth and dustcover. Price includes Rega RB300 Tone Arm 

it's a very well-thought-out player, too, from its clear and simple control layout to the provision of 

four sets of analogue outputs, two at fixed level, and two with level control. Completing the package is a 24-bit Burr­

Brown DAC and Pacific Microsonics HDCD filter. Few owners will worry about all that stuff, however, as they'll be too busy enjoying the way 

Genki plays music, its purity of tone and sense of drama on Mozart's Don Giovanni being a fine example of its talent By any standards this is a superb player, 

and not just one for the army of Linn enthusiasts." ***** What Hi·Fi? March 2000 

Majik The Linn Majik is a sophisticated control amplifier complete with on-board stereo power amplifiers. A core entry-level product for powerful and flexible 

control of hi-li, video or multi-room installations. "Sneaky" add-on modules expand its functions. lt can accommodate many source components. The Majik is 

available in two versions: The 'Phono' version has five line-level inputs and one Moving Magnet phono input and the 'Line-level' version has six line-level inputs. 

A limited edition of 500 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

3D CD Player 

Nu Vis a 

£2999.95 
"it's hard to put your finger on exactly why and how the 3D CD 

Player turns in such a performance and to a certain extent it's a 

pointless exercise: it just does. OK, so at three grand it's a serious 

financial commitment, but if you're after a CD player to last 'til you 

take your final breath it could well fit the bill. Get a move on, though, 

numbers are limited to just five hundred and they'll sell, believe me. 

Simply get a listen to one and go back to your reference player - all 

will be revealed." HI-Fi World October 2001 

Musical Fidelity has enough nuvistor tubes to build 500 Nu-Vista 3Ds and also to hold a spare set for every unit. (The limited edition Nu-Vista preamp, power amp and 

integrated are proving to be remarkably reliable, with a tube failure rate of about 0.1%). Music lovers don1 need SACD technology, they just need a better CD player. 

Now a lucky few will be able to own the Nu-Vista 3D compact disc player. Out of the total production of 500, 265 are allocated for sale in England, and of these, 97 have 

already been reserved. 

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets 

Advertisement valid until at least 1Oth April 2002, E&OE. 
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scotland and north 
Aberdeen 491 Union Street 01224 587070 

Edinburgh 5 The Grassmarket 0131 229 7267 

Glasgow* 88 Great Western Road 0141 332 9655 

Hull1 Savile Row, Savile Street 01482 587171 

Leeds* 112VicarLane0113 245 2775 

Liverpool16 Lord Street 0151 707 8417 

Manchester 69 High Street, City Centre 0161 831 7969 

Newcastle 19 Newgate Street 0191 221 2320 

Preston* 40-41 Lune Street 01772 825777 

Sheffield* 635 Queens Road, Heeley 0114 255 5861 

midlands and east 
Bedford 29-31 St Peters Street 01234 272779 

Cambridge 17 Burleigh Street 01223 304770 

Ipswich 12-14 Dogs Head Street 01473 286977 

Leicester 1 o Loseby Lane 0116 253 6567 

Lincoln 20-22 Corporation Street 01522 527397 

Norwich 29/29a St Giles Street 01603 767605 

Nottingham 597-599 Mansfield Road 0115 911 2121 

Oxford 41St Clements Street 01865 241773 

Peterborough* 36-38 Park Road 01733 897697 

midlands and west 
Birmingham 12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street 0121 233 2977 

Bristol92b White Ladies Road, Clifton 0117 974 3727 

Cardiff 104-106 Albany Road 029 2047 2899 

Cheltenham 14 Pitville Street 01242 241171 

Exeter 28 Cowick Street 01392 218895 

Plymouth 107 Cornwall Street 01752 226011 

Swansea* 24 Mansel Street 01792 465777 

Iondon and south east 
Brighton 57 Western Road, Hove 01273 733338 

Bromley 39a East Street 020 8290 1988 

Chelsea 403 Kings Road 020 7352 9466 

Crawley 32 The Boulevard 01293 510777 

Croydon* 369-373 London Road 020 8665 1203 

Epsom* 12 Upper High Street 01372 720720 

Guildford 73b North Street 01483 536666 

Holborn* 144-148 Grays Inn Road 020 7837 7540 

Kingston* 43 Fife Road 020 8547 0717 

Maidstone* 96 Week Street 01622 686366 

Reading 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre 0118 959 7768 

Sevenoaks 109-113 London Road 01732 459555 

Southampton 33 London Road 023 8033 7770 

Southgate* 79-81 Chase Side 020 8886 2777 

Swiss Cottage* 21 Northways Parade, Finchley Road 020 7722 9777 

Tunbridge Wells 28-30 St Johns Road 01892 531543 

Watford* 478 St Albans Road 01923 213533 

Witham (Essex) 1 The Grove Centre 01376 501733 

*Open Sunday Please call to verify hours of business. 

Contact our outlets via E-Mall outlet@sevenoakssoundandvision.com 

who are sevenoaks? 
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision are one of the largest, and most 

successful hi-li and home cinema retailers in the country. 

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision outlet stocks a wide range of quality products, 

covering all categories of specialist home entertainment, from DVD Players to 

Widescreen Plasma Televisions and Projection Systems, all at highly competitive prices. 

Friendly staff are available in all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you 

oaks li 0 

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the 

Sevenoaks group and its 44 outlets nationwide. The website is designed to provide 

you with answers to the questions you may have when buying new equipment. 

The site has comprehensive guides to a range of products and technologies 

from vinyl and compact disc to all the latest formats, including DVD Audio, SACD 

and widescreen plasma monitors and front projection systems. 

There are regularly updated stock clearance lists with hundreds of products on 

offer and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest outlet. 

For impartial advice and information, just click on sevenoakssoundandvision,com 

stock clearance 
With over forty outlets nationwide, the Sevenoaks Sound & Vision group stock and 

display a wide range of products. As technology delivers improvements in 

performance, so individual models and product ranges are changed or superseded. 

The preceding models are made available at a reduced price, for clearance. Visit our 

Website for an up-to-date list of the clearance stock, listed by outlet, within the 

Sevenoaks Sound and Vision group. 

0% finance optiont 
Spread the cost of buying. 0% finance option is available on the vast majority of 

products we StOCk. twrit1en details on request. Ucensed credrt brokers. Minimum balance £200. Subject to status. 

pricing policy 
Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are 

highly competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection, 

demonstration facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the 

lower price might not look such good value. 

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price, 

please bring it to our store managers' attention. We will always endeavour to offer 

you the best deal. 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision .co111 
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I would like to subscribe to HI·FICHOICE for 13 issues 

"Your subscription will start with the next available issue" 

YOUR DETAILS "(BLOCK CAPITALS)" 
Title ______________ lnitials ____________ _ 

Surname _____________________________ ___ 

Address -----------------------------

Postcode ____________ Country ___________ _ 

Tel no. (inc. code)------------------------

E-mail address _________________________ _ 

CHEQUE/CREDIT CARD 13 issue rates 
PAYMENT METHOD 

0 

0 

UK £29.97- save £15.53 

North America £49.99 

0 Europe (including Eire) £43.00 

0 Rest of the world £62.00 

0 Cheque If's sterling drawn on a UK bank account payable ro Hi Fi Choice) 

0 Mastercard 0 Visa 0 American Express 

0 Switch Issue no./valid date ________ _ 

Expiry date Tick if you don't wish to receive mail from other companies 0 

Signature ______________ Date -------------

SEND TO: HI-FI CHOiCE Subscriptions, 

UK: Future Publishing, FREEPOST BS4900, Somerton, Somerset, TA 1 1 6BR. 

Overseas: Future Publishing, Cary Court, Somerton, Somerset, TA 11 6TB, UK. 

Order code:IHFCP227I 
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01225 442244 

Entertainment Marketing Manager 
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020 7907 6000 
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Paul Kurzeja 
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Robert Price 

Offer ends: 19/04/02 

NEW PRODUCT INFORMATION 
We welcome information on all new and upgraded 
produas- plea� send all press releases to the 
Editor. The magazine is obliged neither to review nor 
return unsolicited products, and does not accept 
responsibility for unsolicited copy. 
Pre-PressBureau:Westside,l.ondonWI 
Printing: St Ives (ptymouth) Ltd. 

Hi-FiChoice ispublished13timesa.,.earbyFuturePublishingltd, 
30MonmouthS!ree� B�th, 8A1 2 8W 
AUmateriaiCfut ure2 001.AIIrigh t s r�. 
Th!!.po.bhcatJOn mayoottltre;.oWcedor tJ�in¥'1fCtTT110 
.....tlole or in part wrtOOut the wnneopenTIIWOr\of the pWI!shers. 'Mlile 
every care has ileenl�ken�!t'EP'epar�tJOOol this,iwnal t hept.b­
ishef�can nottlet.eld r�for tllt<KCU"aqoitlltllformiltiOI'I 
con ta�hefem.nor lor¥"'fconsequenceai1SU'I9 
Overseas licensing depanment 
Hi·FiCr.oiceisavailablefor lictf!Stdpr.blieation�as.FOffurth!r 
dttaticootactCilnsf'owef,on+441225442244.bylalc+44121S 
13 2384, Of bye-mall iN dviS.powerOfutlJ'�ro.uk 
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ema produas thmughout Europe. 
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�A.; 
HI-FI 

BIRMINGHAM 

IVIIL.JS I� IVI�TTE FIS 

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audioquest, Audio Research, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, 

Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Son us Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEA(, Technics, Theta and Yamaha. 

�A.; 
HI-FI 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 

BIRMINGHAM 817 BDL. 

344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 

MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 

TEL: 0121·429 2811 FAX: 0121·434 3298 TEL: 0121·742 0254 FAX: 0121·742 0248 TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 TEL: 0121 354 2311 FAX: 0121 354 1933 TEL: 020 8420 1925 FAX: 020 8420 1928 

BERKSHIRE 

·Frasers· 
Independent Audio Visual Specialists for 

over 16 years 
Demo Room Available 

Brands include: 
• ARCAM • • ATACAMA • B & W • CASTLE • 

• DENON • (DENON GOLD) • KEF • 
• LOEWE • MARANTZ • MISSION • 

• MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAD • NAKAMICHI • 
PIONEER • REL • ROTEL • SONY • 
• TALK ELECTRONICS • TANNOY • 

• TEAC • YAMAHA 
Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 

Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 
Tel: (01753) 531785 

SUFFOLK 

nals 
grown-ups 

WEST SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex BN11 1 UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
T he ji"iendlv shop ll'ith the best sow1d 

systems in the Sow h. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agencies include: Dynaudio. Exposure. Maranr:. 
Ore/le. Origin Lil·e. Restek. Ruark. Audio 

Technica. Talk Electronics. Target. TDL. 7i-ipod. 
Sphinx Laborararies and nwny more. 

BRISTOL 

V'audio 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

SOMERSET 

SOUTHWEST ANALOGUE 
SME ·NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE· MICHELL 

GARRARD - PROJECT - ORTOFON Home demonstrations and honest advice a speciality. 
using specially selected equipment from 

AVI,ATC,AUDIO ANALOCUE,ALR JORDAN.ALON, 
ELECTROCOMPANIET, HEYilROOK, R ARK, SHEARNE, 

OPERA, ORACLE, M I CH ELL, MARK LEVINSON etc. 

TUBE TECHNOLOGY 64 Bit valve CD Player, 
Remote control hybrid valve amplifier. 

VOODOO Isolation Platforms/Speakers 
Equipment Stands and TfTable lilt off Perspex Covers 

Home cinema on demonstration using: 
SON\'. NAKAMICHI, HAKMAN-KAROON. OAVIS, 

SIMl. STEWART SCREENS. JAMAO, TRIANGLE etc 

Plea:-.e ring for an appoimmcnt 

36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 lEJ. 
1._. ____ · ___ . 

Tel: 0117 968 6005 
�� l _ "''" w. vaudio.co.uk 

NORFOLK 

Ai�� 
��· 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI 

The Old School 
Sdmol Hoad 
Uratm• Ash 

i\'orfolk NH (1(. 8UG 
Td, (0 l >OR);; i0829 

"'"'"'· basi1• ull ysuu ntl.co.uk 

\uoli" \u,luru•·· H�·�e•·. I),,H''''I'IIII'. Fi,,l. PMC. Ht·��t"n. Suun.l Oqnmisaliun. 

T•·:u·. "\aim \udiu. Clmriu. Cht•nl Co. Op�n• Sp�;lkt·•·�. Deuon. Epos. 

(;,·adu. P•·o\r·. ()I·:D. H.-g.,. s.,,,,l�tyle. St;1.: au•l utlwr�. 

Oo/o FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Record C!eamng SeNice · Secondhand eqwpmem 

01643 851351 
graham@southwestanalogue. fsnet. eo. uk 

SCOTLAND 

loud 
o,Clear 

HI-FI & HOME CINEMA 

freedom of choice 
520 ST_ VINCENT STREET FINNIESTON GLASGOW 0141 221 0221 
26 HAMILTON PLACE STOCKBRIDGE EDINBURGH 0131 226 6500 

www.loud-clear.co.uk 

SALES & SERVICES 

RE.Vox 
SERVICE 

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY 

RE.\IOX 
SERVICE 

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Estimation procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarantees 

Factory Trained Engineers 

Rapid Response Turnaround 

Full Revox range serviced 

Written Technical Reports 

Late Evening Opening 

TH E A ATE c H N D L D G V I: :EM :E T E D 
TTL House, Sheep1:ick End, Near Lidling1:on, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF 

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009 
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MERIDIAN • YAMAHA 

REL • KEF • RUARK 
MARANTZ • TACT 

CABLETALK • ROTEL ORMAN ROAD, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA, EAST SUSSE 
Tel: 01424 437165 Fax: 01424 444 48 

TALK ELECTRONICS 

NAD•TANNOY 

--.-.-.. THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO /VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 

SERVI G LONDO 
F ROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
020 7924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 

Our seventh sparkling year 
0% Credit Finance available 

ARCAM. B&W. CABLETALK. CASTLE. CHORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. JAMO. KEF MARANTZ. LINN. 

NAD. NAJM. NEAT. PMC. REGA. ROTEL RUARK. 

SOUNDSTYLE. STANDS UNlQUE. YAMAHA. 

Visit www.orangesandlemonshifi.com 

LONDON 

• O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAM • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO 
TECHNICA • BEYER • CABLETALK • CHORD • CREEK • 
DIAPASON • EPOS • JAOIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MUSICAL 
FIDELITY • NAD • NAIM • ONKYO • OPERA • PROJECT • QED • 
REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • SONUS 
FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT 
CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • VIENNA • WILSON 

Denoc:e I Secood Hand I Ex 08n1 Equipm8tt • Details oo r� 

0% Instant Finance Available 
Wnucn details on rcques1 

• • Demoflstratlon Room • F� car part.lng • MajOI' Credit Cards 
Pnonai Export • Mail Ordef • k'!$1allation S«v!ca • RIIPtir lac._ 

5mNwalkRJl't'l81Pilt8R • lOmimWi!«<oo 
5 mns horn A3 (Raynes P.-t. 82821Xlt) • 25 minJ M25 ..kanc 10 

60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528 Fax: (020) 8946 0331 

Em11il: obrienhi-fi@iname.com 

.uk 

LONDON 

CHOICE HI-FI 
STOCKIST S  OF: 

Acoustic Erte!'QY, Advantage, Alon, ATC, Audible lltusions, Audio Physics, Boulder, 

Bryston, CAT., C&y, Chord, Clear Audio, Denon, DNM, Dynavector, Egglastoo 

1Nor1<.s, Graham, Helios, Meracus, Michell, M�cal Fidelity, Nordost, Oracle analogue 
and digital. P.M.C., Plinius. Ouadraspire, Roc�pon. Shahinian, SME. Tara Labs, Target. 

Teac. Totem, Transf�guration, Trichord, Trilogy, Van deo Hul, VPI. Wilson Benesch. 

Zingali. Players now available from Sony, Panasonic, Pioneer and many more. 

E> Best prices paid for top quality equipment 

E> Generous part exchange 

10 Show room/demo room 

!El Long term trade-in policy, to allow continual upgrading 

IEl All credit cards inc. Amex 

E> Mail order IEI Export service 

IEI Finance arranged subject to status 

E> Widest range available 

E> In-depth experience on high-end used equipment 

10 Unbiased advice 

27 BOND STREET, EALING WS 'll' 020 8567 8703 
MVIK, APru.O, ASH DES�N, AIAJIO ANALOGUE, BANG I OLUFSEN, BOSE, BOSTON, J\IW, CABLE TALK, 

CHORD COMPANY, COSMC. DENOO, ELAC, EPOS, HAAMON KAROON, JBl KEF, MARANTZ, 

MISS�N, MUSCAL FIDEliTY, NAKAYICHJ, OORJJOST, DNKYD. OPERA OAEllE, PRIMARE, QUAD, REL, 

ROKSAN, RDTEL, RUARK, SONJUJN� SOUND STYLE, STANDS UNKU, STRAIGHTI'IlRE, SUPRA, 

TAG MCWiEN, TALK ELECTRON�S, TARGET, TEAC, THO!lENS, VAN DEN Hll. 

Two demonstration rooms. 

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

CAMBRIDGE 

Please refer to dealer directory for further details 
28130 Burleigh Street Cambridge CB I I DG 

Phone: 01223 461518 Fax: 01223 576743 

SCOTLAND 

Sounds 
Hi-fiat its best 

B&W, Arcam, Mission, Marantz, Musical Fidelity 

Sales, Service and Installation 
Open Mon- Thurs 10-7 

Fri 10-6 Sat 9-5 

26 St Andrews Street, Dundee 

Tel: 01382 226592 

Fax: 01382 229994 

DYNAUDIO 

Zoucb �ublo 1Ltb 
HIFI TO SUIT ANY TASTE 

Advantage, Aloia, Apollo, Argento, 
Audloquest, Balanced Audio Technology, 
Boulder, Bunnester, Cabass, Clearaudlo, 

Creek, Croft, Eccosse, Epos, HNE, 
Hovland, Khanna, Unn Classic, Lothx, 

Lumley Loudspeakers, Magnat, Medowlark 
Loudspeakers, Musical fidelity, Nad, Pass 

labs, Project, RedRose, Roksan, SAT, 
Sonic Unk, Sonus Systems, Soundstyle, 

Sugden, Thule, Triangle, Van den Hul, 

The Old Collch Howe, Off South 8trMt, 
AahbyDE��. �Ire, L.Ee51AN 

3 minute. from junction 13 AIM42 

Radlett Audio! 
I "I pr;� 8 

THE HIGH·END SPECIALIST SINCE 1978 
ATC. Audio Analogue. Avantgarde. Bow. Bryston 

Copland. EAR. Lyra. Mark Levinson. Nairn Audio. 
Notts Analogue. PMC. ProAc. Proceed. Rega. Roksan. 

Ruark. Sonus Faber. Spendor. Slax. Sumiko. 
Teac. Wadia and lots more. 

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl lEU 
Tel: 01727 855577 • Fax: 01727 858727 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

ClOHEJ 
Aui/10 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, Blackrock, Dublin. 
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 

www.cloneyaudio.com 
Email: info@cloneyaudio.com 

Open: Tues ·Sat 10am to 6pm. Thurs · Fri lOam Io 7pm. 
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WHATS ON THE WEB! 

,. .. � .. -... -·-w 

!..:!!.:!.� .. �� 2 !!=-==== 
' ,._ ·- ,. ____ ·- .. ._ 

www.hifibitz.co.uk www.stoneaudio.co.uk 

• 

SURREY 

roll up! 
hl·fl 

Junk1es. eo. uk 

exceller.�t 

0 

hl·fl . 
Junk1es. eo. uk 

[LJ�[i]l�l 

SENNHEISER HEADPHONES 
SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 
THEY ARE ALL IN OUR ON-LINE CATALOGUE 
OF QUALITY HEADPHONES, AUDIO LEADS, 

VIDEO LEADS, SPEAKERS, STANDS, SERVICE 
AIDS, BEYERDYNAMIC HEADPHONE SPARES, 
PARTS, AND MUCH MORE-VISIT US TODAY AT 

www.strachan-direct.co.uk 
STRACHAN ELECTRONICS 

9 CROALL PLACE, EDINBURGH, EH7 4LT 
Tel: 0131 556 9549 E-mall: sales@strachan-dlrect .. co.uk 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 

Area m, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Den on, 
Ken wood, Ke( Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 

Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Teclmics, 

Yamaha and more. 

Audition lhe very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 
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CHESHIRE 

Doug Brady Hi-Fi 
Family business est. 1960. Home trials. 

Systems £500-£60,000: 
CD/DVD/VINYLI AV 
Kingsway North, Wanington 
Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 825773 
l.Jmiles jll-\16. Pri,ate Parkin� 
\lap F\XF.I) & on "cbsitc 

www.dougbradyhifi.com 
Email: 
doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com 

LEICESTER 

� �!�.���.��. ����.� 
·�ol��loi'IC&ftor¥1�� IA(lrtllt(CbiMIIIARO. 

tW)tlrook IMF. Kef� PnW: Rogln. rtli.JU"'*lYO!ttn 
·�tf«ljrA�CIOfdetSW....SCSll� 

OED�IIIif"CllnniirG�� 
•Uk's��Oikii�·OII� 

WILMS4.0W AUotO 

SOMw!Sltett.8loJgrllarl� L..-. 

Ttt014S,SZ8f!l803 FIX 01.t56211M05 

W..OI• -'-�·IUCIIOc:o.W. 

MAIL ORDER 

FOR TOTAL HI Fl 
& AV SHOPPING 

MARANTZ • TANNOY • TECHNICS • 

PANASONIC • PIONEER • SONY • JVC 
JAMO • TOSHIBA • HITACHI • CASTLE 

109 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, 
KENT DA6 7JH 
020 8298 7880 

Mail Order: 014 7 4 353000 (not available on Marantz) 

SALES & SERVICE SPECIALIST 

Midland Audio X·Change Ex·Demo & Second Hand Items 
CO players DACs & Transports Was Now 
Accuphase DP75V 24/192 CD Player S!H 7500 6499 
Advantage S1 Re-samp�og CD Player 3 months old SIH 3750 2500 
Audio Research C02 CD Player S1H 3250 2249 
Audiolab 8000 DAC 93 model SIH 850 299 
Des Etgar 24/192 DAC SIH 8500 5999 
Des Purcell 241192 Upsampler SIH 3500 2299 
Einstein 'The last Record Playe!'• Valve CD Player x-demo 320 1999 
Roksan DA2 OAC SIH 599 299 
Roksan DP1.5 Transport SIH 995 449 
Roksan DSS PSU SIH 579 325 
Sony SSSES SACD x-Demo 1200 899 
Sony SACDI SJH 4000 2795 
Teac P700 Transport SIH 1099 599 

Turntables Toneanns & Cartridges 
Audio Note AN-S2 Transformer SIH 450 279 
Audio Note 10 Koodo Built SIH 2500 749 
Basis 1400/RB250 (New & Boxed) 1300 899 
Basis 2000 Turn table x.-Demo 1999 1399 
Basis 2001 Turntable x-Demo 2999 2399 
Basis 2004 Turntable x-Demo 4500 2999 
Conrad Johnson EV-1 Phono Stage x-Demo 1499 1349 
Kuzma Stogi!Stabi S Turntable (New & Boxed) 1299 1099 
Musical Fidel1ty X-LP2 Phono stage SJH 500 349 
Roksan Artexerxes X Phono Stage SIH 425 279 
Roksan OS1.5 PSU x-Demo 695 499 
Roksan Radius 3 1  Tabrizi/ MC30 Supreme S/H 1150 599 
Unison Research Simply Phono SIH 495 325 

Preamplifiers 
Audio AnalogLJe Bellini Preamplifier x-demo 575 399 
Audio Note M Zero R x Demo 599 449 
Audio Note M Zero SIH 449 275 
Audio Note M1 Phono Preamplifter SIH 750 449 
Conrad Johnson Premier 17LS x-Demo 4500 3999 
Conrad Johnson PV 14L x-Demo 1999 1750 
DNM Primus preamplifier x-demo 2100 1799 
Krell KAV-S Processor!Preamptifier OTS/AC3/Pro Logic S/H 14989 5499 
Sugden AU41C Preamplifier SIH 499 249 

Amplifiers 
Accuphase E211v Integrated Amplifier New 1995 1499 
Accuphase E307v Integrated Ampl1fter New 3295 2799 
Audio Analogue Donesetti Power Amplifier x-demo 599 425 
Bow Tectmolog1es Wazoo XL Amplifier {New&Boxed) 2495 1950 
Conrad Johnson MV 55 Valve Power Amplifier S/H 1995 1099 
Conrad Johnson Premier 11 Power Amplifier (New&Boxed) 3695 2799 
Densen Beat 300 power Amplifier x-demo 795 599 
DNM 3C Power amplifier x-Demo 1900 1499 
Electrocompaniet AW60 (New&Boxed) 999 699 
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 Amplifier SIH 3250 1599 
Graaf GM20 OTL Stereo Valve Amplifier S/H 3295 1995 
Roksan Rok St.S Power Amplifier SIH 1499 995 
Sugden AU41P Power Amplifier SfH 499 349 
Unison Simply 4 Valve Integrated x.-Demo 1600 999 

Loudspeakers 
ATC SMC 50aSL Active Speakers Yew S!H 7850 4499 
Audio Note AN- JStands SIH 300 175 
Audio Note AN-J D Blk S/H 985 499 
Audio Physic Virgo 2 Birds eye maple x-Demo 3250 2499 
Boston Acoustic Lynfiekl Monitors inc Stands SIH 2000 995 
Boston Acoustics VR 10 Centre Channel (New&Boxed) 250 175 
Robertsor. Audio DX7 Cherry x-Demo 995 599 
Totem Tabu Mahogany x-Demo 2300 1599 
Totem Arro MKII Cherry New& Boxed 1095 849 
Velodyr.eTX810MK2 Subwoofer SfH 695 349 

Cables&Accessories 
Audio Note AN-V 1m Silver interconnect SfH 420 199 
Audiophile Systems BASE Plalform SIH 70 25 
Sow Technologies Wand Remote {New&Boxed) 349 199 
Cardas Ouadtink SC lmRCA SfH 240 150 
Goertz Ml-2 2x2.5m Copper Ribbon Speaker cable NIA 149 
Goertz Ml-2 2x6mCopper RibOOn Speaker SIH 650 399 
Kimber Select 1020 0.5m SIH 1098 499 
Kimber Select 1130 0.5m Balanced SJH 850 499 
MlT M\330 Proline 1m Balanced interconnect S/H 495 229 
Nairn Audio2x5m Speaker cables while SIH NIA 45 
Opera Lux 3 T�er Table Clear/Stamless x-Demo 950 499 
QED Genesis Sliver Spiral 2X 3 M SIHH 395 199 
Roksan HA01 1M Interconnect SIH 99 49 
R�ksan HAOIO 0.5m O�rtal lnterconnect S/H 49 25 
Slltech Amsterdam 2x4m Speaker Cable 160 99 
Sound Style 4 Tier in Green SfH 325 159 
Stax Classic System 11 Electrostallc Headphones S/H 750 499 
Tara Labs "Floating GroundStation' New 775 499 
Tara Labs "The One' tm Balanced New 2175 1499 
Tara Labs RSCAir 1m AESIEBU 110 ohm Digital New 450 299 
Tara Labs RSC Air !m RCA 75 ohm Digital New 345 199 
Transparent The Wave 2X7m SIH 599 299 

Tuners& Tape Decks 
Alldiolab BOOOT Tuner S/H 850 499 
Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote Switcher !Of FT101A1Etude (New&Boxed) 450 299 
Nakamichi DR10 Cassette deck x-Demo 699 399 
Nakamichi ORB Cassette deck (New&Boxed) 499 299 
Teac T-BX10 Tuner SIH 399 179 

Clearance ltemsUnder£100 

Midland Audio X-change are looking for 
Audio Research, Krell , Mark Levinson, 
Nairn Audio ,Theta ,Wadia, cash paid call 
John Roberts on 01562 822236 now! 

lehmann Black Cube Twin Phono Stage 

Midland Audio X·change is looking for good used 
British & American Hi-fi 

http://www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 

call John Roberts Tell Fax 01562 822236 

181 Franche Rd • K1ddermonster • Wares • DY11 SAD 
I 

e-ma11 sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 

Mob1le 07721 605966 

lm3 Midland Audio X-change 

Front End Problems? 
comact: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an ann and a leg to get the best -listen to my Koetsu- and­

Dccca-ealer. 
Also agents for Croft. Moth, �adcock & Michcll & EAR. Graham Slee projects. 

Valve eqmpment re-build service available. 
-Plus cartridge re-tipping service 

020 8688 6565 
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com 

244-256 STATION ROAD, ADDLESTONE, SURREY 
TEL: 01932 854522 FAX: 01932 832432 

ACCESSORIES 

sing along? 
space wtth cd-str5 

�I do like the cd-str5 
feet. "Bass stays firm 
and nimble while the 
midband gains warmth 
and fluidity." 

Jimmy Hughes wriling 
in Hi-Fi Choice, issue 
210, January 2001. 

Damping resonance for better sound. 
www.hi-fi-accessories.com 

cd·strS, liked by Jimmy Hughes & highly rated by 
Stereo and Audio, Germany's leading HiFi magazines. 

£59 set of four isolating feet. No·risk money·back 
guarantee. 

Information and orders: 
cd-str5. 1 Mortimer Conages , Leomi nster, Hfds. HR6 9TG 

Tel: 01 568 708 739 cd·str5@talk21.com 

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE 

AND SAVE UP TO 60% OFF A NEW ONE 

PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SALE PRICES 
MIC HELL, ROKSAN. CLEARAUDIO, AUDIO NOTE, DENON, 

TRANSFIGURATION. KOETSU. SUMIKO, ORTOFON. SOUTHER, 
GRAHAM. VAN DEN HUL, E.A.R!YOSHINO. CONVERGENT AUDIO 

TECHNOLOGY, HARBETH. NORDOST. TEAC. SONY. SENNHEISER, 
GRADO. RESON. GOLDRING. OEO. SONIC LINK,ARGENTO AUDIO. 
DECCA. MOTH. CREEK. AUDIO TECHNICA, APOLLO. SOUNDSTYLE 

I goods are bra nd new & b oxed with full U.K. gu ara ntees. No ex-dem 
ex-displ a y  equipme nt. No grey imports. Delivery is free {U.K. o nly). 
Goods a re n�:es
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e
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MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; 
7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. U.K. 

TEL: 01283 702875 9AM-9PM INCLUDING SUNDAYS 



Dealer Guide 
YORKSHIRE 

UP To ... 3 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT* from ... 

, 
The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists 

� Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £1 0,000 

� Widest choice in the area � Independent advice 

� Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners 

� Over 30yrs experience � Qualified staff 

� Comfortable dem rooms � Superb showrooms 

� Main road location � Major car parks nearby 

� Insurance estimates � Service Dept. 

� Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 

� Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) ·subject to status 

� Delivery & installation 

� Part Exchange 

� Open 1 0:30am- 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat. 

� Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc. 

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ 

Tel: 01904 629659 

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk 

$p cia/ists in high Fidelity sound reproduction - since 1961 

YORKSHIRE 

90% of our customers prefers our "warm and 

old-valve" sound to their expensive transistor 

preamplifiers & power amplifiers. We have a signed 

testimonial to prove that one customer prefers 

£900 "EL34 Lim Signature" to £2,600 preamp I 
power amp/power supply made by a famous name. 

Do you need further proof that price is not a 

substitute for the "valve sound" ? Money refunded 

to 10% of customers who prefer transistor amplifiers. 

Money back guarantee (less £30 return carriage, 

within 1 month) that our valve amplifiers delivers clear 

sweet treble, without harshness, from CD players 

+ 100% fatigue free + Sibilance on female voices 

is well controlled and greatly reduced. 

'His' sound like 'His' and not 'Hissssssssk' 
£900 • £600 

+ Singers accentuation and accents become blatantly obvious + Random background noise/crossover distortion 

disappears, creating an inky black silence, so you can hear quiet notes, breathing noise, artificial reverberation, etc 
+ more powerful bass slam than most transistor amplifiers and most 3008 Single Ended amplifiers + 40 watts 

Telephone 01634 37341 0 for Mr An drew Everard review in Gramophone Magazine and Summary of 18 testimonials 

from satisfied customers + www.affordablevalvecompany.com + Amplifier shown without CE safety cage, to prove 

that this is a genuine valve amplifier. Customers must not remove the CE safety cage + Reliable. 2 years guarantee 

Shop prices have to be much higher to pay for shops rent, rates, wages, etc. 

£5,000 would be a reasonable shop price for our £1,350 "EL34 High End" with potted transformers 

and stainless steel chassis (steel bottom cover and CE safety cage). Buy direct and save £££ 

Money back guarantee (less £30 return carriage, within 1 month) that our valve amplifiers driving our 

£1 ,200 3 way speakers (to be released) produce very realistic voices and instruments. You can never be sure 
if you are listening to a Hi-Fi set or real life singers and musicians ( 'live' recordings, life sized volume, eyes closed) 

+ Massive 10 inch woofers produce deep realistic bass. No subwoofers needed. 

+ We won't even charge you £30 for return carriage, if you can find a more realistic sound for £7,000 or less. 



PRE - OWNED HI -FI 

READER CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISE IN HI -FI CHOICE FOR £5*: To advertise 

on this page, write your advert in block capitals and send it to: Reader Classifieds, 

Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker St, London, W1 U 6FP. Include a cheque for £5 • made payable to 

Future Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear in one issue only, must be no more than 

20 words (or five lines) long, and must include your phone number. Please ensure your ad 

is clear and legible (if possible, typed) and give your name, address (if these aren't included 

in your advert) and daytime phone number in case we need to check anything. 

FOR SALE 

Living Voice Auditorium 

B&W MATRIX 801S, Series Ill 

loudspeakers. Ex-Abbey Road Studios, 

used for Beatles and Floyd remastering. 

Finished in black, superb condition and 

stunning performance. Offered at 

£3,000 ono. Call 07899 808918 

anytime or 020 8464 0960 eves (Kent). 

74 H/-FI CHOICE 1990-1997, 2 7 Hi-Fi 

News 1997-2001, Classic CD nos 1-130 

with CDs. £40 ono. Call 020 8590 8530 

(llford) 

ARCAM ALPHA 9 int and pwr amps. 

Fitted MM/MC phono stage, mint, 

boxed and manuals. £550 ono. 020 

8311 0691 (Abbey Wood). 

ARCAM ALPHA 10amplifier, £425. 

Arcam Aipha 10 power amp, £325. 

Together £700. As new, boxed. Call 

01974 241351. 

NAKAMICHI DR3 STEREO CASETTE 

tape deck which is in mint condition and 

has had little use, £190. Call 01326 

572099. 

LINN CLASSIK CD RECEIVER. Silver, 

boxed, still under guarantee. 5 star 

winner, £525. Call 01732 870156 

(Maidstone). 

MICROMEGA TEMP P pre, Tempo 

power. "Detailed and musical," What 

Hi-Ficirca '97, £750 (£2,500). Call 

0121 246 0486 (Birmingham). 

Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only. All Reader Classified adverts 

will be printed on a first-come-first-served basis, subject to available space, and Future 

Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein, 

nor any consequence arising from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the 

right to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot guarantee that an 

advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE to subscribers, provided that their subscriber number is enclosed. 

SONYTA-F3000ES AMPLIFIER, £225. 

Sony MDS-J3000ES minidisc recorder, 

£240. Choice Best Buys. Rotel RC971 

pre/RB981 power, mint £250. 01706 

345418. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY NU VISTA CD 

player. Very little use, limited edition of 

500. Fantastic sounding player, 

immaculate condition, boxed, £2,500. 

Steve after 7pm, 01943 864097. 

THORENS TIT FIT DRIVE BELTS, 

boxed, £4 each or 3 for £10 post paid. 

Email coffeedans@hotmail.com or tel 

01642 594645 (Stainton). 

THORENS TD150 TURNTABLE, Acos 

Lustre arm. Needs tidying, £50. QED 

MC 1 moving coil step up, £50. Call 

01708 457 691 (Hornchurch). 

LIVING VOICE AUDITORIUM, walnut, 

new cables and caps. Boxed, £600 

(£1,500). Meridian 206B DAC7, £250. 

Call 0113 295 0885 (Leeds). 

PAIR IMF TLS50 (transmission line) 

speakers, plus stands. Excellent 

condition light oak wood veneer. Best 

offer secures. Buyer collects. Call 01787 

269559 (Sudbury). 

KB INTERLUDE STEREO radiogram 

circa 1960, slow deck otherwise f.w.o. 

£45 but good home more important 

than price. Call 020 7485 9179 (NW5). 

BURMESTER 785 PREAMP, black 

MM, MC, £395 ono. Marantz CD12/ 

BUYING TIPS 

CDA 12, £2,700. Call 01708 457691. 

MERIDIAN 200 TRANSPORT re­

clocked, £375. Vi mac 24bt DAC, Kessler 

rave review, £775. 4.8m OPC/silver bi­

wire, £110. Call 029 2023 5881. 

ACCUPHASE C275 with phono, 

£3,000. Koetsu Red Signature, unused, 

£600. Celestion SL600 Si as new £250. 

Call 020 7226 2690. 

CELESTION SL600 SI SPEAKERS, 

excellent, bi-wirable, £330. Royd 

Sorcerers bookshelf speakers (cost 

£600), £250. Linn Powertek power 

amplifier, £160. Call 0151 548 9079. 

JMLAB ELECTRA 905 SPEAKERS, 

cherry, as new, £600 (£ 1,200). AVI 

S2000MP preamp, £400 (£1,000). Call 

Brian: 07866 7754B8 (Edinburgh). 

FARADAY SIREN LOW DENSITY 

concrete cab speakers, £295. Good con, 

brill sound. wvwv.faradaysound.co.uk. 

Call 01603 766668 (Norwich). 

WANTED 

THORENS TURNTABLE TD180 plus 

Shure cartridge M44C plus spare styli, 

£90. Call 01432 880114 (Hereford) 

AUDAX HM170 CARBON FIBRE 

drive units or similar HDA units. Audio 

Innovations P2 phono stage. Email 

coffeedans@hotmail.com or tel 01642 

594645 (Stainton). 

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet 

than a brand-new product engineered down to a price. Do some research on 

which brands and products have a good service back-up, so if something 

does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a second­

hand hi-fi dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty. So it's up to you to 

ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. Products such as speakers 

should be less prone to breakdown than amplifiers, and amps should be 

more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble­

some- have a proper de m, and judge the seller as well as the goods! 
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DIRECTORY 

GLOSSARY 
5.1-CHANNEL AUDIO: Six discrete 
channels, typically front left and right, 
centre, surround left and right, and LFE 
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 
BALANCE: Most loudspeakers have a 
characteristic frequency balance resulting 
from emphasising parts of the audio 
range and/or de-emphasising others. 
BASS: The lowest three octaves of the 
audio band- hence 'low bass' refers to 
the bottom octave (20-40Hz); 'mid·bass' 
the middle octave (40·80Hz); and 'upper 
bass' the 80·160Hz octave. 
81-AMP: (sometimes tri-amp): 
Loudspeakers equipped with separate 
access terminals to each drive unit can 
be driven by separate (matching) power 
amplifiers for each driver. 
81-WIRE: (sometimes tri-wire): 
Loudspeakers with separate access 
terminals to each driver can be driven by 
separate cable runs between the amp 
and each driver. 
CO-R: Recordable CD that cannot be 
erased, though discs that have not been 
completely f1lled can have tracks added 
until the disc is finalised. 
CD-RW: Re-writable or re-recordable 
CD, incompatible with older CD players. 
CLASS A: Operation of an amplifying 
stage or device in which current always 
flows, as opposed to Class B, where 
some of the devices are effectively 
turned off some of the time. Class A 
tends to give lower distortion. 
CLASS AB: Most practical amps 
operate in Class A for the first fradion of 
a watt and Class B thereafter. 
CLIPPING: An amplifier's output 
waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 
advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 
available to sustain ever-increasing 
power levels. Distortion increases 
dramatically at this point. 
CLOCK: Any electronic oscillator that is 
used to generate a timing reference signal. 
CROSSOVER: A simple electrical 
network which divides the fuU bandwidth 
signal received from the power amplifier, 
apportioning appropriate parts of the 
spectrum to the various drive units. 
DAC OR DIGITAL-TO-ANALOGUE 

CONVERTER: The stage in any digital 
component at which incoming digital 
data is used to reconstrud a recognisable 
analogue (music) waveform. 
DOLBY DIGITAL DD (AC3): A 
compressed ( 10: 1) digital audio format 
that typically contains five or more 
entirely discrete channels, e<J 7.1 EX 
where discrete side channels are used. 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL: Forerunner 
to DD that 'steers' information to the 
front UR, centre and mono surround 
channels via an analogue matrix. 
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER:A transducer 
which converts elearical energy into 
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 
DSP OR DIGITAL SIGNAL 

PROCESSOR: Integrated circuit that 
handles the decoding of digital audio 
streams. In 5.1 processors it separates 
the left from right and front from rear 
while managing the various bass options. 
DTS OR DIGITAL THEATRE 

SOUND: Competitor to Dolby Digital 
with a reduced 4:1 compression ratio 
that, ostensibly, promises higher quality. 
DVD-A: High-resolution variant on DVD 
offering up to 192kHz bandwidth and 
24-bit dynamic range, discs are 
compatible with standard DVD players. 
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL: Any digital 
connedion that uses an electrical cable 
rather than optical. includes the 
balanced ('AES/EBU') interlace. 
FllTERS: Filters are intrinsic to digital 
audio, both analogue and digital. These 
are often very sophisticated in design, 
and in total they probably have rather 
more to do with the 'personality' of CD 
player sound than most other fadors. 
FINALISE (CD-R):The process of 
copying the Table of Contents from its 
temporary area on CO-R and CD-RW to 

the final position where it will be 
recognised by ordinary CD players. 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: The range 
of frequencies, from low to high, Which a 
loudspeaker will reproduce. 
IMPEDANCE: With speakers, the 
complex electrical load that a loudspeaker 
presents to the amplifier which is driving it. 
JITIER: An insidious distortion specific 
to digital audio caused by the clock, 
used to regulate the conversion of data 
into analogue audio, being imprecise. 
LINE LEVEL: Practically every modern 
source component {except phono 
cartridges) gives an output in the region 
of 1-2V. referred to as 'line level'. it 
follows that all inputs labelled 'CD', 
'tuner', 'aux' or 'tape' are designed for 
this input level and thus interchangeable. 
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION: A 
method of reducing the number of data 
bits (density) without corrupting the 
original description of the musical signal. 
LOSSY COMPRESSION: Reduction in 
data density by recourse to a psycho­
acoustical model that predids what is, 
and what is not, 'audible' within a 
sequence of music. 
MIDRANGE: The middle three or S() 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear is 
most sensitive, covering the approximate 
frequency span from 160Hz up to 3kHz. 
NETWORK: see Crossover. 
OUTPUT IMPEDANCE: A measure of 
resistance to alternating current, a source 
with low output impedance (say, below 
100 ohms or S()) helps ensure 
compatibility with most amplifiers, even 
when using long or unusual interconnect 
cables. A high impedance, especially 1n 
conjundion with an amplifier with a low 
input impedance (some are as low as 
eight kOhms, although the standard is 4 7 
kOhms) can result in audible treble losses. 
PLL OR PHASE-LOCKED LOOP: A 
technique by which a clock of defined 
charaaeristics is used to generate a new 
dock at a different frequency from the 
original, helping to stabilise the signal. 
PRESENCE: Critical section of the 
audio band at the point where midrange 
and treble meet. 
QUANTISATION NOISE: A form of 
distortion or noise resulting from errors 
in the description of the musical signal 
by the digital code. 
SACD: High-resolution music-only 
format developed by Sony/Philips­
offers 100kHz bandwidth without digital 
filtering and its associated ills. 
SAMPLE RATE: The rate at which the 
musical waveform is sliced up into 
discrete chunks. For CD this is 44.1 kHz 
or once every 0.023msec. DVD will also 
support 48kHz and 96kHz. 
SENSITIVITY: The relative loudness 
that a speaker generates for a specific 
voltage input. Expressed in decibels per 
watt (dBIW). 
THX: Standards system for home 
cinema set-ups which includes amplifier 
power and speaker dispersion 
charaderistics. THX Ultra is more 
stringent than THX Select. 
TOSLINK: The proprietary name given 
by Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 
transmission system it invented for 
consumer applications. 
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET: the two main 
types of power semicondudor used in 
solid state amplifier output stages. 
TREBLE: High frequencies, the top end 
of the audio band, eg above 3kHz. 
TWEETER: Treble driver. 
TWOITHREE-WAY: Loudspeaker 
crossovers split the signal into two or 
three frequency bands, a 2-way speaker 
can have more than two drive units. 
WATTS (PER CHANNEL): the watt is 
the unit of electrical power and the WPC 
rating is the maximum average 
undistorted power that an amp can 
deliver to a typical speaker. However, 
speaker sensitivity variations can make 
more difference than amplifier output. 
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THE DIRECTORY STEREO AMPLIFIERS 

AMPLIFIERS 
STEREO AMPLIFIERS - INTEGRATED 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Affordable Valve Co. El34 

Area m Diva A65 

0 Area m Diva A75 Plus 

D Area m Diva ASS 

0 Arcam FMJ All 

� ATC SIAl-150 

Aria 52 

D Audio Analogue Puccini 

Audio Analogue Puccini SE 

0 �y_l_s��":l! ____ _ 

B')'SIO<l
_
B60R 

0 Cambr�ge Audio A500RC 

0 Canary Audio CA-608 

Chord CPM 3300 

COMMENTS 
650 A real bargain on the face of_ it, but the �ound is oh so soft, wa!m and old-valve. Too much of a g� thing 
380 Easy on the ear remote _c_omrol amp, but not especially P?werful _ 

450 Quick, lively and well presented amplifier, bass is sharper and more tuneful than its predecessor 
750 Much enhanced design topology give a more hard hining, engaging sound than previousArcams 

1,000 Powerful, articulate, and expandable into a home cinema or multiroom amp/controller 
1,984 An impressive sounding integrated amp with a dynamic, open and detailed sound 
1 ,0��--- --���mor��slx r.a��::��-y::ly�-��e-�ro�uce_s �-�ea I ey�_s_ �1??�·- !��!-�P.. � -i�-�-�!_s_����-
450 Superbly finished, the entry-l�vel Audio Analogue performs way out of its class 
595 Upgraded, more powe��� ����i�i is disappointingly slu�gish a�-�-��ri�usly lacking in musical vitali!Y 
999 Fine. detail� ampli_fie�-�J!� - ��-c_ :lle�_t !i!'ling_ �n?_ si�?�� �?�-��9� _?!.�-�i�_: !a_n�e- of_l���s��-��� �9-��? __ _ 
1,249 Great build, but �he la� -�� _s_s_ � _nd _ ?paque treble bracket an a-����!a�� ��dband. Comes with 20 y_ear guarantee 
200 Solid value, decent build and a surfeit of watts make this an anradive proposition, but it can sound slightly loose 

1.495 If you value the grand scheme of things and appreciate a bit of dynamic vigour this could be the amp for you 
5,495 Very powerful yet compaa amp with rather complex ergonomics and transparent sound. Oh, and a lovely blue glow 

0 (�'!!���-- ��� 28 _ 1,249 Elegant Scandinavian cool, abundantly detailed if somewhat system dependent 
�OJ:!Iand CT A 402 1,698 A unusually flexible valve amp with an attractive and textured sound 
CR l?�v�lopments CR324 

Cymbal CAT 

0 Creek 4330 

Creek 4330SE 

Creek 53505E 

0 c:yru�
_
5 ____ __ _ _ 

0 Cyrus 7 

0 Denon PMA-255UK 

Denon PMA-355UK 

0 Denon PMA-1500R 

0 Densen Beat B-100 Mkll 

Expo�u
_
re 2010 

E lectrocompaniet EC1·3 

E zo Aria HE 

Graaf Venticinque 

--
���!�

-
��d�s Signature 

Kenwood KAF-3010R 

0 Kenwood KAF-3030R 

Krell KAV-500i 

linn Majik 

lunda�l Mag Amp 

Marantz PM-6010 OSE 

Marantz PM7000 

Marantz PM6010 05E Kl Sig 

0 Marantz PM8l00 

Marantz PM-17 Mk 11 
Marantz PM-17 KI-Signature 

Mark levinson No383 

M�nrio Asty 

[!] Mu�-�����!_1!�- �=�� _ 

Musical Fidelity A3 

MVLAl 

Myryad T-40 

0 Myryad MlllO 

Myryad Ml 140 

0 NADC3l0 

0 NAD C340 

0 NAl> 050 

0 NADC370 

NAD S300 

IT] Nairn Nait S 

OperaAida 

Pathos Classic One 

0 Pioneer A-407R 

0 Pioneer A-607R 

Plinius 8100 

0 Pr.Ecisa Acustica Sonoro 

[!] Primare A10 

0 Primare A20 Mkll 

[] Primare A30.1 

Red Rose Music MS 

Red Rose Music Passion 

Restek Fantasy 11 
0 Roksan Kandy KA-1 

0 Rok��
-
�as��an 

0 Rotel RA-931 Mkll 

@] Rotel RA-971 Mkll 

Rotel RA-972 

Rotel RA-1070 

Sharp SM-SXI 

Sharp 5M-SX100 

569 
499 
279 
499 
799 
500 
700 
140 
230 
500 
6SO 
599 

Solid and capable on_ p�p_er, _t _his is a bit of a blunt instrument when let loose on the music 
Lacklustre amplifier tends to underperform with complex material. Best with straightforward compaa loudspeakers 
Diminutive but classy a�p will drive anything, and can be specified in various configurations 
Somewhat perpl���ng._ �o��� always interesting, miniature audiophile amplifier, needs careful sys!em matching 
Smooth, open and articulate sound and quality build, but bass is a tad heavy handed 
A enjoyable amp that is assured and unflappable, although detail is unremarkable 
Welcome return to form for the Cyrus stable: this is the best sounding audio brick around 
Great beer-budget buy, with everything necessary for basic but decent �igh fidelity opera_tion 
Detailed, but rather ine�eres�ive sound which doesn't quite live up to the claims 
Recommended for its outrageous power, especially with problem SJ?fa_kers 
High 'air guitar' fa _ctor, and can punch above its weight, but check it will complement your syst�m _ 
Neatly turned out ampJifj��,-�ith mainstream appeal but bland with it 

1,000 Basically good, but too many rough edges to warrant recommendation 
449 Quick, detailed but aggressive and sometimes coarse sounding a�p. Beautifully turned o�. ��ou�� 

1,790 Smart and pradical, but i�j�st �ever seems to shine sonically 
750 A 'no-feedback' circuit giving outstanding resolution, but significant load dependency 
180 Plenty of twiddly bits yet weak on inputs, and basically good, but somewhat uneven sound quality 
250 �enw_�

·s -�:t_��pJ�f!��-��� -s-��:_y��!s h�s _a Je�n ��?? ?.���-����l:_�t �id and treble. 
5,000 More at home in b�c�-Q���-�d listening/home cinema applications than out-and-out audio maniac set-ups 
845 Slightly rough a�d ready _P?'."Jer amp modules, but capable preamp that can be expanded into a multiroom system 

1,735 Unusual valve/m�gnetic_�!flP hybrid with relaxed balance and good timbre 
229 Good starter amplifier, with characteristic smooth, low key delivery 
300 Lots of power for the price, but detail and subtlety seem to have been sacrificed 
400 Well-made, but somewhat ill-balanced amplifier that doeSil't slot into most systems comfortably 
599 Warm, solid and likeable sound, with the occasional flash of steel when under pressure 
999 Big, bold, but over-fruity balance- the 'fat uncontroller' as one put it 
1,300 Full feature audiophile amp where the end results don't quite justify the fantastic ingredients 
5,500 Extremely versatile design that thinks and ads like a serious pre/power. Sounds superb 
400 
500 
849 
970 
400 
600 

Engaging. but ill-disciplined. even on amplifier with unpredictable system compatibility 
A chip off the ��-�bloc��-s-��-�� v�� similar to the_ ���-� and �-lOOR 
Similar to the XA·IOOR ������lly, and a little too relaxed for some 
Curiously designed, and curious sounding amplifier with Sound Sentinel circuits to address perceived weaknesses 
The T-40 is a well built and sensible, but needs more dynamics and finesse 
Well styled, well built:_ a good, even-tempered amplifier, although it can sound rather brittle 

1,500 Big and powerful ime��a��? _ a:np sounds dean and neutral if a bit short on musical tautness and dynamic tension 
200 
270 
300 
4SO 

1,900 
BOO 
79S 
99S 
230 
300 

1,450 

Excellent budget amp from the maker of the seminal 3020 offers better clarity and neutrality -�nd g?od build 
A classic NAD amplifi�!-�Of.�S with any speaker, delivers plenty of power, and does so with calm deco�um 
A typical NAD: refin:?:.��rm -�anality, adequate det�il� ��?-�- s��?�-�-�?w�r y �eld 
Flexible, ultra-high power integrated amplifier delivers a real punch, but is not without finess�. 
Subst��ti�� !�!egrat:<� with load� of p<_:��e�-��-�-����-!i_����e, sligh!!�-�ass-strong ____ _ 

As always with the Nait, less is more, and the Nait S's 30 watts seem to go a lot further with some sources 
Low power (in practice) minimalist integrated amp, but the mahogany wings don't help it to fly 
Unusual looks and even more unusual electronic design, but compromised musicat potential 
Clean, consistent, finely detailed sound, good finish and (mainly) good build 

__ L!����� �r!��� ��!� ��!:����£�:��¥.?�-�ri�-� ��d-� �i_n_�9!_�!��� -��-:��-
Siightly rough and ready,_�ut pJenty of balls from this stripped dow� antipodean 

1,800 lt is not often _that transistor amplifiers are made to sound so palpably valve-like 
500 Beautifully made, smooth and easy sounding. and though not overtly detailed or dynamic. is well organised musically 
799 Everything except packaging has changed in Mk 11 version: but ballsier model has lost none of its refinement 

1,500 Smooth, detailed sin�ing quali�, elegant appearance, _ and healthy power yield 
8,000 Sophisticated integrated valve amp with powerful, refined sound and beautiful build 
2,999 Basically equipped amp from Mark Levinson that has speed and power if not the last ounce of resolve 
1.499 Muscular, but ultimately rather strident amplifier which needs carelul system matching 
475 Power with control, bare_ly compromised by a small degree of dryness 
795 Mainst!eam Roksan line level amp works well under most c�rcumstances 
189 Simple, non-remote amp :naJors on clarity and transparency, without sounding over-analytical 
275 Improved RA971 is a chip off the old block: bags of power, but with added precision and cl��i.t y 
400 Better in the treble than the bass. which is a little too rounded and woolly 
1,000 Well equipped powerhouse has features designed to support multiroom operation, but sonically it lacks subtlety 
3,300 Jewel-like 1-bit digital amplifier with limited power reservers but ollering glimpes of sonic magic 
10,000 The world's first stable, 1-bit digital amplifier is a technological milestone that should go from strength to strength 
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12 
40 
40 
100 
60 
50 
24 
220 
60 
35 

202 
217 
224 
214 
201 
191 
190 
175 
181 
175 
175 
196 
202 
214 
1B9 
193 

150 181 
40 178 
40 192 
so 20B 
as 214 
45 205 
60 196 
30 20B 
50 217 
70 181 
60 175 
50 214 
75 201 
40 20B 
25 202 
65 181 
70 186 
50 217 
250 192 
33 214 
23 196 
so 196 

115 205 
50 208 
60 224 
60 214 
60 189 
100 212 
ss 178 
75 208 
B5 196 
100 201 
so 
60 

192 
175 

120 216 
40 186 
50 192 
60 208 
120 217 
100 
30 
60 
55 
45 
60 
100 

1B9 
214 
201 
202 
186 
192 
214 

100 189 
50 208 
70 181 
100 214 
4S 219 
100 226 
100 189 
120 205 
70 201 
35 20B 
60 196 
90 20S 
100 224 
so 211 



I!!] BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE STEREO AMPLIFIERS THE DIRECTORY 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS - INTEGRATED (CONTINUED) 
STATUS COMMENTS 

30D Te _c_hnically innova!i��-amp�ifier fails to cut ��-�- �us!ard with complex material 
[!!] Sug_d!" �_! 1
_
a ___ _ 899 --�!�.: ��� ��--��9- �� � -� ����-�-�r- �������� �-�� -��?-�_x_ 9�!si�e- �esolving �bility and pre_:��c�- an authen!�c -�assic 

T +A PA-1220R - ---
Tact Millennium Mkll 
TAG Mclaren 60i 

1 ,44 5 � �i9�-�P.�����-�-��? -� -��9- !�?_t�_r_e_ �-e_ t� _ ?� _t _ �?-�_e_t!��� _ r �!her relentless sou�d _ 9�-� 1!�-__ _ __ _ _ _  _ 
?� 9-�� __ --�!:_�i-�i_t�!-�l_a_�:-�-��p��f!��- r�p�es�nts a bold de_cl�!�tion on the ��tur�-�����?!?_� �f_ ?_i�-���� a�? !? . � �-���- ��r:"- �--500 - ������ -:1 !� �-���-��!�:�P!�:_s_�und from thjs bea_�!i!�_ I!Lt_�r_ned_?_ut ���ry lev::.t _����ola?_ 800�LX replacement 

TAG Mclaren 60iRv __ __ 1,0_00_ Looks,_��:!� -��?-�����-�-��n_:� than the Audiolab it supersedes. ?moot�� ope�, refined but lacks body �nd drive 
Talk Ele��on!cs Cyclone 1 550 �_u_:� i�-�r-��e�-b�� �� quali_ty and silver finish,_?ut ��-e_ soun? lac��_Ph¥S!��!i_ty_ �� -�-: ��- ������_l!�!��-� ... - - -- - ------- ------ ----------

0 Talk Electronics Storm 2 __ __ _ _ _  ?_��---- __ S���� ·-�!��-n:_��!l_?����-� -���-��· -�r-�uably lackin9 war�_th, but a good midra_n��-p���h�se overall 
_ _!�!�- �-�!:��?-�!�- ����?..�! .. �-.!. 850 

Teac A-E2000 1 80 
Tedlnics SU·A808 300 

-�ot ��-��:��-0�-�� -�!��!�-��-s_o�e, but essent!�!ly_ ��sic�l, and upgradeable for m_ultich��nel audio purposes 
-��s the pote�_t!a! t5l �-���e s!gnificant damage in t�� bud9et a_mp �-ect�� -����- !�_e_�!���les are ironed ou�-
lntriguing an:'?.l!��r, with abundant detail but dynamically rather flat 

Thule1A608 
0 Token Audio KSO 

STATUS 

-��-����.?!C:.91 .'!.����- l ...... -�:���--- A very attractive produd which combines many classic valve attributes to good effect 
Unison Research Aria SR1 1,250 DroPd·e�d·g;rge;�

-
s
-
IOOkSf;�

-
thi$ valve!MO·s ·h�;i���0_so�ic�lly it is lumPYan� !'�kward, with poor definition. albeit with good image scale 

Yamaha AX--496 240 Lacklustre, if well equipped and powerful, amplifier shows some improvements over previous amps, but not enough 
rY.ama�·Ax-596 300 Clean� agil� and_le�-�his amplifier isn't. Bold and powerful, however, it certainly is 

Careful system matching is essential. but ����-�- �':��-it�ly one of the good guy� 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS - PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS 
COMMENTS 

3,DOO Three��9��_f!a��-"::"i!�-�- ��:�� .. -���-:io_�s - ���-��-�� � -��e�!¥ of slam. A touch steely, but undeniably potent 
Alchemist Kraken APD7A/8A 11 ---�·���r-- -��u���l lo?.��-���-���s_ual sound too, rather rough and lacking detail 

[I] -�rea� Alpha �lOP 1,000 Well specified and fle�!ble preamp w_ith sound e>_n�j�st lacking in greatn_ ��s ___ _ 
�!!] 
�!!] 
� 

Arcam 
_
AB�-int & PBS pwr 

ATC CA2 

400 Clear, colou�ul and well-disciplined, the Arcam is a strong all- rounde1 that can compete with conviction 
1249 Well thou��� throu�h integratedJpm.ver amp combo won't suit_ �ll systems, but de�i�ers_��-ss!� A-85 �rt�s- with others, plus extra gravitas and range 
750 _ _ _ _ _ Str�pp:d down -�er����- ?f_�TC's ran� e topper d�liye�� consi�erable transpa1e�-� ��9. b�nd_width._�xc!'llent value 

AudKJAnalogue BeHini/Donizetti __ !:!�. -�����P!�!£��er ampl�ier h����u���r �!-��j�� !i��-��d subjective .:�a!��te!_�raits that ��ke it diff icult_!?.���?_m_�-��? 
Audio Note M Zero/P Zero 998 Neat shoe box-size components. Able to imp��rt � �:!�-�!�- ���� -l�fe ��d _ _ s_���-�-�:�_p _a�!l.: �:?.���h- P -� : �?. P��: � .�m�� _ 

0 AudioNote M2Phono/P2SE 3,198 __ _ Wonderfully natural and inviting sound with gre����rm�h �n� d�ama:_ but_ li�!� :?_l�u9ne�s capab�lity 
@ AucioRese.YtttLS25NT100 . !3� !��- -��- �� -�95. �?-���e .�al�:. amp, as a �ne amplifi�r. full stop (LS25 MkiiMlOO Mkll) 
@ AVI S2000M 2,348 This preamp�mono�lock pairing does most thin9s_ �e_ry well and images better than most 
[!£} Border Patroi300B SE 3,995 Single ended valve power amp with passion. gr�ce_ �nd fire. and plenty of grunt _t_o boot 

_ ��� ·-�?:���--- --����:���_t-�����<:��- p�_ ir��� ��t��-IP�!� b�il? �nd rich, refined sound 
0 -������-�.!�.�/38-ST _ ---�·-��-�-- Recommended for -�retty much any dem�n�i-��-�p-� �i��-� � -� --

--�')'_ CAE_ 2A�_SE 
Chord SPM-4000 

I!!] Creek P43RIA52SE 

-�?n_�b!ock valve power amp. Low power but gives delightful speed, coherence an� transparency __ _ 
_ _ •• _ _ Sound ��as stylish -��-i�s app_:�!�!l.::_i_s_ �-�� -�� :!����JY. ? .�: _of th� -���_t-��p� yo��re lik:�y to _hear ----·-- -- -----------------------------------­

Exce�len_t soun�.-�:�?!:_ �9-��r_o� ��:��!���- �-�� _ � p_� r_�9�- ?R!i��� _I! ��!!��-���� -� �r-�� � P. __ 
�!!] Cree�!���4_3 ___________ _ Great value and a podium performance earning a best buy 

Limited in what it d���. !he Crimson comb� -�a0�!_precisi�n. verve and timing _within !hose limits. Preamp i�-��-e !O be replaced shortly Crimson 61006200 
Crimson 620( 875 Not entirely �t!�!a�ory _f??_wer amp which �as �yn�mic strengths, but underachieves when the volume is r�i���---

0 Crimson CS610/CS630 __ --.--�----�� Go�.:._5lear sound, inclu��t���-'!:�.e�.<:�?.?��i:·..?.u.!.!�exibility is limited. Slim line monoblocks with grunt a_nd_ !t_r:���e 
� Croft Vitali!Series SC 2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but tr�ILm_�9!���-�oice _coherence an� _ P�? j�io�. � �eat tr_ansparency 

Cyru�-�er _ �- 498 Detail and mid�a-�d-����i!Y��nd .��and_-�ut _q��!!��?:_��??_t�?-�d refined w���_most types of music but bas���?_f! .. 
[D Cyrus aCA2:,��mart Powe�-- _ _ _1_·-��-- ��:�!-�<:����� !�._i<:..�:-�9!!! ���-0!.'::�-����!? _______ ------ _ _ _ _ ___ ___ __ -------�-

Cyrus �CA7.5/PSX-R/aPA7 2950 Very stylish four-box modular system, slight fo���d!l_e�s delivers oodles of cla�ity_�nd d:tail _ 

Oensen Beat B-200 1.��0- A versatile P!_�a�p-��t�_high 'air-guita:� fa:t.?r�d_Densen's characteristic styling 
0 Densen 8· 300 8DO - ��p:� .s��:. ? .���i9_���-��i: _�I�-S�I?_��-�� �-��--��� warfl_l_�9-��9- �!�� -�����-!��!�-�-��� liste_ner i�_v_���: �:nt 

Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch wit� good �otal musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 0 
�!!] 

Oensen Beat 200/300 
El� EC4.71120DMB 

1, 98S 
3,448 Bulky Norwegian combo has wonderful broa?·band transparency, wide dynamic range and line musical tension 

-�posure �010 1/20��-----�·-���- _ - ��!er�st��9 �a_t��- -�f_ !�!��!� .t�-� -��� _f!l_o�:2?��!!�! -�?��!-��p_ i�-�?_t_��- ��!�!?����-?� -��-9Y�-��� -��I !Y.�?�-�i�!� �-t- �_s_ ����-riv�!� 
� Gamut 0200 . ?��-9? __ - -�in9le MOSFET pair per side gives tremendous resol�tion and dynamics (balanced_iunputs). Formerly Sirius 
[ill levins� "�o380!No334- 9,490 Preamp_l!f_ie!_��-n:'�ir:�� -���i�i?_n -��� ��!-�! �-�!��-��-����!.:?�!!��ra��itY:_�?.��-r-��-� re_f!�en���t, au��? r!IJ_a_��-����spa�ency !? spa��-

��! lin���!'-�-���--- 898 ___ ?t�?ng ergonomics. ge�e!ally decent so�nd_·.�-�t- �_!i _t!���� -c-�i�-�_i!l__d_�����- - _ _  " _ ___ __ _ __ __ _ ____ _ 
linn KolektorfLK85 990 Beautifully turned out machine, yet slightly bland, a�r_n�d at an aii-Linn system _ 
Marantz PM-17 Mk 11/SM-17 !�?-�? _!lexible, be��tifully !TI��e ��d as smooth as silk, �_ut ultimately the combination fails to build on the unaided PM-1711 in biamp mode 

879 Demonstrated s_<:li� bal�nce and proved adept at delivering vital musical qualities 
Moth 30 Active LS/60 Stereo 948 Excellent-sounding_ ultra-simple miniature preamp, power amp lacks finesse and control, however 
Muse Model Three __ _ 1,_���- Natural S?unding t�anny �reamp with useful audiophile features. Wmks beautif�!IY_ with 160W powe1 amp 

0 _ ���!��i- ����!r- �:�_1_��-�� _ G_�od long-term listen�ng prospects; detailed and a little fruitiness 
Music�l Fidelity NuVi_sta 300 3,300 Powerful smoo!� s?.��d with tremendous_�.ass�!:����ion. C�pa�ity to fulfil the dema�? s ?_I_ the m��t �ynamic ��terial 
Myryad �A12� 450 Bas�d on Ml1�� in_�e��ated- see latter for c� ��e�_ts, but sounds signilica_ntly �-etter \��en bi- amped with Ml120 

0 _!,!Yryad_I.1P�10�MA240 1_._�?� _ _ _ _ � _fl_l�_r_t_ �i �-i��-�-�? _ �'!1-���-a-�� � -�-���- �r-�, _ ��?�t-�, _ �!:��-�:��r-�-���� _ _____ _ ___ __ ______ __ _ ___ _ _ _ __ _ 
0 
� 

NAO Silvertine 5100/5200 -· -- --
Naim NAC112/NAP150 
Nairn NAC11MW'1SMIATCAP 2 
Naim NAC102/NAP180 

� N_ ai�-�f'_P��
-

- .. 
0 Primare A30.1/A30.2 

_?·�00_ Beautif�lly .�uilt k��!�.a��?unds as _good as _i!_l_ �o�:-��th heap�-�f �?��� 
1,37S 
1,8SD 

____ 2,122 

Clean, clever simplicity, plus a very well balanced �ound that's much sweeter th_a_ �-earlier Naims 
-�ddi�g_ a FLATCAP _ ?_?rings a ��ry-�?.�h��_ile s�njc �p_grade to the basic N�C_1_12/NAP1 �0 combo 
More of a 'character a�· than a_ neutral repro_duction system, major� on e:o:citement at the expense of subtlety 

10,000 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic ran9e, -�Ius �-�im's traditional lea9 ing edge definition 
2,�9� . Po�erf�l. Sf!!_Oo��:.��-t sli�htly uneven ������ance in some combinatio�s, ��-t-�x���-l�nt �?ntrol and separati?_�-i�- othe��--

Quad QC-twenty fourlll�orty _ 4,000 A classic _valve amplifier in �ircuitry and sound, but with modern ingredients and gorgeous retro styling 
--����!�-�-�����1_1¥_��-�-i�-�����n�i?_�al_��-!� re:��: �-poywer_amp for people with long-term satisfaction in mind 
Lo� pri�� i_s __ offs�.t ?Y r�ther coarse sou_��-g�_�l!ty_�_i!h c�rtain types of music 

0 Roksan Caspian Power 595 
Rote! RC-971 150 
Rote! RC-1090/RB-1090 1,6SO Prodigious powerful pre/power combination with a wide range of inputs, but not ideally subtle or unco!oured 

@] Rothwell lndusJRubicon 
Samuel Johnson pca100 
TAG Mclaren PA20R/125M 

1,488 _Quirky �a_l��-comb? _�i_t� -�assive pre-amp has a lovely neutrality and consistency across a wide dynamic range_ 
1,800 Stylish wood and metal fascia-precise, clean so��d with an emphasis on leading edges 
1,500 Clean, detaile� s �und _but limited �hrill p��er 
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THE DIRECTORY STEREO AMPLIFIERS I PHD NO STAGES I MUL TICHANNEL AMPLIFIERS 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS - PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

TAG Mclaren PA20R/100P 

Talk Hurricane 2UTornado 2 

Technics SU-(3000 

Technics SU-C1010 

Thule Spirit PA 100 

Thule Spirit PR1508/PA1508 

Unison Research SS 

COMMENTS 

1,699 A blast from TAG Mclaren's past highlights how far the �rand has developed 
1.249 Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 
2,997 Price includes SE-A3000. Supremely clean and even sounding combo, though it could be more musically involving 
300 Although the sound's basically all there, it's arguable that a good integrated offers more, for less 
600 More successful than matching preamp: sound is gutsy and lively, and generally clean 

1,600 The limitations in the sonic performance mean that the competition has more to offer 
2,950 Outrageous Italian styling and an equally melodramatic sound, with splendid voice proje<:tion and tension 

PHONO STAGES 

STATUS 1 PRODUCT 

Cl!araudio Symphono 

0 Creek OBH-9 

Cyrus aEQ7/PSX-R 

Densen DP·Orive/DP-02 

0 Electrocompaniet ECP-1 

@] Moth 30 Series Phono 

NAD PP-1 

0 Pass labs XOno 

0 Primare R-20 

0 Pro-Ject Phono Box 

0 QED Discsa\ler DS-1 

Roksan Artaxerxes X/OS 1.5 

0 Tom Evans The Groo\le 

740 
160 
B26 
350 

COMMENTS 

Slightly inconsiste��a�ce_marrs the performance of th�li��-pe!f5lrm�r 
A neat little unit with an essentially neulral and listenable character 
Very hi-tech product which tends too much towards smoothness except at climaxes, which can be rough 
Quite unusual des1gn in many ways: sound is mostly good but never quite shakes off a 'synthetic' quality 

495 An excellent phono amp that combines well-rounded balance with detail and low noise 
249 Fine sound all round, with any kind of music, from this bargain phono stage 
40 A basic phono stage that does its job rather coarsely: a bit bass-shy too 

2,995 Not absolutely neutral, but the overall result is so beguiling it's hard to resist 
500 Fights a little shy of densely scored music, but generally an enjoyable and neutral performer 
40 Moving-coil compatibility is a dubious extra in a way, but MM performance is acceptable at this giveaway price 
35 it's cheap, it's cheerful, it's OK- perfectly adequate for use with a phono-less integrated, th?ugh not very refined 

1,150 
1,BOO 

Delicate and well balanced, slightly congested at climaxes. �wer supply expens�ve, �-��!_u_�s _t'":"'�-�?k���-�?_m���ents 
Plenty of det�il, excellent imaging and almost flaw_l� _ss�y-�eutral:_� good choice for i _n_f�r-�-��i�� r:t_r_ieval off any LP _ 

AMPLIFIERS 
MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIERS 

STATUS PRODUCT 

0 Arcam AVR100 

0 Arc_anl_
A

_
I�h�

-
1� OAVEI1�P 

0 Area m FMJ All OAVEIP25 

@ Bryston SP1198 THX 

Cyrus AVS 

Cyrus AVSJSmartPower 

DenonAVR-1602 

COMMENTS 

BOO A solid sounding and well-engineered AN amp with an affordable price tag. Good with music and well suited to smaller rooms 
_ --��-�??_. _ _  -��-':�e?_���� -�-dive��i!Y_ ?! -��e�tronic� _ t_h_��-���-i� _s_t_ e����:�!!��- ?_d?� sounds ext!�-�-ely_�-�?? __ _ 

2,850 Powerful, authoritative, great stereo, excellent home cinema- what more could you want? 
7,100 Stripped back 5.1 channel processor/amp combo reaches genuine audiophile heights. Currently lacks 5.1 input for DVD-AISACD 
1,000 Few processors are as adept with music. An effective mulnchannel solution for music fans 
2,650 Ref1ned, detailed and attractive, but ultimately lacking in balls 
350 Low-cost home c1nema amplifiers don't usually set out to excite, and this one is no exception. Listenable, but dull 
800 Not as powerful as Denon claims, but nonetheless capable of impressive high-fidelity multichannel sound 0 Oenon AVR-JJOO 

@] Oenon AVC-A1SE 2,500 A powerful, _articulate 7.1-_channel inte_grated amp, loaded with features and equally and_��me �ith music and film soundtracks 12 

(3 Harman/Kardon AVRSOOO 

JVC-RX-8012R 

600 Complex and capable home cinema receiver features automatic setup, HDCD and excellen_t _ interconnection possibilities 
400 Undistinguished home cinema receiver with USB in, and modestly satisfying sound at lowish power levels 
399 There are some benefits from THX Select processing in home cinema mode, but musically this is a rather mechanical, unengaging performer Kenwood KRF-X90500 

Kenwood KRF-V77730 

Kenwood KRF-V9993D 

800 Bold, detailed presentation, but there are some technical limitations and a slightly mannered quality, especially with music 10 

0 Marantz SRS200 

@] Marantz SR-5000 

[] Marantz SR-7000 

1,300 Complex amp that rocks with home cinema but loses out with music 
400 Marantz provides undemanding but broadly satisfying listening from a well engineered, near budget home cinema receiver 
500 Something of a rough diamond, but a powerful and entertaining package 
700 Excellent at the pn�e, and almost equally effect1ve with two-channel music and multichannel AV 

Marantz SR-14EX Mkl 3,250 A v..ighty beast, v.1lh 7.1 PIOCfSSi'!l but on� live cllarres of amplificatioo as standard. Hg,� capablev.llh bolh mUSIC and rf'Ciie<. but �lller COS1Iy ol-1n-ol 
0 Myryad MDP500/MA2401MA360 3, 799 Superb three-box, five-channel AN amplifier. Great with movies and beats most multichannel amps hands down with music 

� NAD 1761 650 First rate home cinema amplifier that sounds more powerful than its specifications imply, and competes with specialist stereo amplifiers 
NAD Sl70/S250 5,700 Flexible and fine sounding THX Ultra processor/five-channel power amp combo with great timing 
Nakamichi AV-, 0 1.000 A very powerful AV receiver that's easy to install and set-up with a civilised and subtle performance 

0 Onkyo TX-05595 

Onkyo TX-05787 

450 Unexollng but generally competent home cinema amplifier has some strong ergonomic features 
900 Obstruaive ergonomics and messy sound undermine basically well-equipped receiver 

2,500 Authority persomf1ed, excellent AV signal processing, but sound quality a tad unsubtle 
450 Thin, raw sounding AV receiver fails to stir the right nerve endings, but is materially fair value 

0 Onkyo TX-DS989 

Pioneer VSX-D810S 

Pioneer VSA-E08 

Primare P30JA30.5 

1,300 THX circuitry gives home cinema material a boost, but this is not an obvious first choice for music 10 

0 Roksan D5P/5 eh ampNSU 

Rotel RSX-972 

3,700 No 5.1 channel input for DVD·AISACD but capable of almost uncomfort<lble realism with real solidity and drive 
2,440 Clean, powerful stereo expanded seamlessly, if without distinction, to 5.1 channels 
1,000 Not the brightest tool in the Rotel toybox, and pricing is surely r<lther optimistic too 
1. 700 A potent and enjoyable two-box beast that gets to the heart of both music and movie sound 0 Rotel RSP-976/RMB-1075 

0 Rotel RSP-985/RPB-985 Mkll 

0 Sony STR-81070 

2,400 The hugely versatile processor is the weaker subject1ve link in this otherwise impressive combo 3 

600 Technical intriguing AV receiver which succeeds in extraaing detail and space from recordings that sounded coarse and unexpansive elsewhere 10 

5ony TA-E9000E51N9000E5 

0 Sony VA777ES 

[ill TAG Mclaren AV32R EX 

Technics DX-950 

2,300 Big, gold, powerful and remarkably versatile but fails to cut the sonic mustard 
1, 500 Smart circuitry g1ves this model unusual pre<:ision and transparency, and it is a fine all rounder 
2, 7 49 A flexible AN processor, unusual� good with music. Would form the heart of a top-class multichannel system in standard or 7-channel 'EX' form 
279 Ultra-low cost home cinema receiver is impressively equipped for the price. but musically it lacks grace and a1r 

Technics SA-OA10 500 Lower mid-market AV amp has all the right ingredients, but fails to stir the soul 
Technics SE-A1010/SU-C1010 x3 1,350 
Yamaha RX-V1000ROS 800 
Yamaha DSP-AX1 2,000 

A preamp plus three stereo amps provide a six-channel AN solution without complex processing. Visually stunning but low on grunt and detail 
Solid mainstream perfmmer is more convincing as home cinema amplifier than for multichan�el music 
An anorak's delight, and one of the most flexible and effective soundfield creators ever conceived 
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CABLES 
ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS (PRICES PER TERMINATED METRE PAIR) 

STATUS PRODUCT 

Acoustic Precision Eikos 

[D Acoustic Research Master 

Audioques
_
�

-
�����i

_
nder 

0 Audioquest Coral 

0 Cable Talk Advanced 3 

Cable Talk Professional 3 

Cambridge Pacific 

Cambridge Silver Spirit 60 

0 Chord Calypso 

Chord Cobra 2 

Chord Chameleon 2 

Chord Silver Siren 

0 DNM Reson 

[!D Ecosse The Composer 

[D Ecosse Reference Diva 

Goertz M1 Interconnect 

Insert Audio IC100 Mkll 

0 Insert Audio 
_

!�age 5.1 

[] lxos Gamma Audition 11 

lxos Gamma 1001 

lxos Gamma 1002 

lxos 1000 

Kimber Crystai-Cu 

lE] Kimber PBJ 

0 Kimber Hero 

@] Monster lnterlink 400 Mk2 

Neotech NA 11085 

0 Nordost Solar Wind 

[D Nordost Blue Heaven 

Precious Metals SS35 

Profigold PGA301 Mkll 

0 Profigold PGA4201 

[D Prowire VHQ 

IT] Prowire Silver 

0 QED Qunex 1 

D QED Qnect 2 

0 QED Qnect 4S 

0 QED G_.n!x �i��e
_
r __ Spj�al 

Reference CS 1 

IT] Soniclink Black 

0 Soniclink Message (Lilac) 

Sonic link SG Voices 

Soniclink Violet 

0 Straight "!i�!.������ _ __ 
[TI Straight Wire Sonata 

Straight �i!� ��_core 11 

[i!j Supra Eff·ISL 

0 Tara Labs Prism 22 

Tara labs Prism 55-i 

[i!) TCI Viper 

@] van ���-��-I_!_������I -�� 
[i!] van den Hul PBS 

0 van den Hul D102 Mklll HB 

0 Vivanco Prowire SHQ 

89 
70 
40 
99 
35 
75 
30 
100 
30 
50 
90 
75 
40 
30 
lOO 

145 
47 
85 
30 
70 
39 
90 
5 

COMMENTS 

Not entirely neutral: probably �-��t suited to upbeat music. Very_�!i_� construction 
Decent performance all round and good interference rejection 
,?uppresses the sound. At this p_r!ce it's a disappointment 
Slightly forward imaging hardly detracts from its excellent tonal qualities and detail 
Good sound and great detail, but a slight brashness in the treble 
Plenty of bass, but suffers rather from congestion 
Lacks subtlety and bass impa��-�ut is othetwise quite servi��abl�!or the price 
Good bass but a lack of detail and differentiation of instruments 
Informative, clear sound at a decent price 
Good, strong sound with fu�l�?-���?_ mLJsic, less happy w���-s-�-�����-!��ces 
-���p bass_ is fine but desp!�� -t��� _the sound can be a bit hard and lacking body and resonance 
Dry and undynamic, though tonal balance is good 
Seemed a linle harsh in the test system, but can work well and should be tried 

A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price 
. ��ry good perfOI_m��c�.!�-�!1_?!�.��·-��t_h ���i�_ul�rl�_f!��:-����-f�l:_����- --
_,?oft sound lacking in bite, with excessive and plummy bass {NB sample used in review was only 0.5m) 

--�?S!� �ood sound is let �����sive d�ne_s�-- __________ ------------____ _ 
-�e_ry good detail and imaging: ��rhaps a touch bass-light 
Detailed and neutral, with just a h_int of pleasant mellowness 
Nice and dynamic, and bass i�_g?od, but treble disappoints_?nd _i_t_ can become rough 
Lumpy bass, grainy treble, and poor integration. Nice colour, though 
Nothing badly wrong, just a litt!� bit bland and outshone by others at the price 
Disappointing beside other Kimber products: great bass, but s��e�s _from dryness 

68 Assured sound, solid and natural b�_ss and cl�ar tre_ble -_ e�.c-�l!:�_t_��o!��-nce a�l rou�? 
_ _  

110 Slight roughness detracts from some music; seems well suited to rock and jazz. Lively and detailed 
70 _ __ Re_�lly lively and enjoyabl�-����---·--
100 Balance is OK, but detail could and should be better 
85 �o?d tone and dynamics, with j_ust occasionally a touch of bass- li�htness in busy music 
145 Very good bass and only slightly grainy treble add up to a we!l_ �n!�!�- t� -� · natural-sounding cabJ�----
50 Extended bass, but dry charact_e� _s_�its electronic '!lusic better than a�oustic 
40 Mellow and well rounded, but ea� seem a little heavy 
5 No pretensions. but sound is perfectly listenable with fair detail and extension 
10 This crisp cable lacks a little refinement, but it's great for the price 
60 A good cable in every way, with just the occasional hint of coloration and coarseness 
20 _yy_�l!_��lanced, and �-��ily_ri��-ls_�?!e ��-�ensive cables 
30 __ --�ery_�ell balanced, refined an�_detailed, this is everything a g��-��-ble should be, and excel����-��!� � 
70 Some coloration and roughness in the midrange and treble, but ba_ss is gratifyingly solid 
90 _A great cable for lovers of bi�-���-�ds 
75 .. --�-�oderate performer, with a _ little coloration and a tendency to l?�e ��ss at climaxes 
49 
60 
95 
95 
40 
80 
100 
80 
64 
195 
55 
39 
50 
80 
30 

Nickel-plated copper with a slight dryness in the bass and a hint of treble roll-off don't compromise integration 
Some dryness can affect transient sounds, though tone is generally good, especially in the bass 
Bass reach is splendid, though there's some coloration: scores highly for emotional impact 
Better bass than treble- a _litt!�.�ry_in the upper octaves 

__ 
�-�-ry-�onfi?_ent c�ble ���JI-�����: -'�-���� pe!h�ps �-���-�:���e�l� loss 
Tonal balance favours lower freq�encies but despite this it's a very_�stenable cable 
Slightly variable bass performance is a weakness in this otherwise_capable cable 
Excellent sound in all areas- nothing to criticise 
Mild tendency to plumminess offsets some hardness in complex music with mixed results 
Good with laid· back music, but seems lazy with more exciting material 
Fine performance in all areas:_jus� the smallest hint of sibila�ce:_v�ry__ g_?od value 

. __ T_e_ r!ific detail, nice balance- a great cable 
A highly neutral cable with fine �ynamic and rhythmic performance too- excellent 
A fine cable, but the competition has crept up and it no longer leads the pack 
Good performance all round with just a hint of bass congestion - very good value 
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Tel: 020 8348 5676 (2-7pmJ 
Fax: 020 8341 9368 

Email: ConnectionCable@aol.com 

Esoteric High Fidelity Cables 
Dealers in: Absolute o Audio Note o Audioquest o Deltec o Electrocompaniet o Harmonix o Kimber o Mandrake 

the RIGHT cables 
... in YOUR system 

... for YOUR ears 
... 1n YOUR home 

o MIT o Siltech o Symo o Transparent o Van den Hul o WBT o and others 

Contact us by phone, fox, or emml and we /11 
do our best to help you achieve your goal. 
(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.l 
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THE DIRECTORY DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS I LOUDSPEAKER CABLES 

DIGITAL INT ERCONNECT S (PRICES PER TERMINATED METRE PAIR) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 Audioquest Digital One 

Chord Optilink 

lxos 1051-100 

@I QED Qunex P75 

0 Ross OP004 

Soniclink Digital Optical 

__ Str�!ght Wire lnfo-link 

[JJ van den Hul Optocoupler 

lS 

40 

COMMENTS 

A neutral and capable cable that adds little or no charader to the sound 

Beautifully made, but performance is practically indistin9_uishable from other. che�pe
_
r, To�ljnk leads 

39.95 
__ - �-���-ty of bass. and detail seems good, but there's a loss of involvement 

25 A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced 

19.99 Sounds much like most other Toslink leads: slightly lacking detail, but good value 

30 Possibly slightly more detailed than other opticals, but still no match for a decent electrical digital link 

300 � .go� cable, but bas_s_��-
':':l

.�.a !inle light and detail
_��

�ers a little at climaxes 

49.95 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 

LOUDSPEAKER CABLES (PRICES PER METRE LENGTH) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

ALR Jordan QMM 

0 Audio Note A N-B 

0 Audio Note AN-L 

0 Audioquest Slate 

0 Bandridge LC7409 

0 Cable Talk Talk l.1 

Cable Talk Talk 4.1 

Cable Talk flat 2 

Cable Talk Concert 2.1 

DNM LSCJSO 

0 Chord Company Odyssey 

Chord Company Rumour 2 

(B DNM L SCBSOO 

Ecosse Reference CS-2.15 

0 Electrofluidics Monolith 2020 

Gale XL 189 

D Gale XL31S 

0 Gale XL 160-2 

0 GoertzM2 

0 lxos Gamma 600l 

0 lxos Gamma 6006 

QJ Kimber 4PR 

0 Kimber 4VS 

0 Kimber 4TC 

[] Kimber 8TC 

linn K20 

Monster Cable 21 

Nordost Flatline Gold 11 

Ortofon SPK100 

0 Ortofon SPK200 

0 Ortofon SPKlOO 

Precious Metals SL102 

Profigold Silverflex LC8258 

Prowire Out of Sight 

Puresonic 7845 

Puresonic 7891 

COMMENTS 

Generally neutral, if sometimes bass-shy, but not very communicative 

16.50 Well suited 10 valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical 

29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel, which was happy to accept its foibles 

15 Ca_pable across the board, with just the smallest degree of dryness, but very listenable 

.
�
.
etailed and up-beat c����: ?- bit too steely for classical strings 

2.25 __ Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music 

4.2S Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained 

5 Rather unexcitmg sound, with variable bass and dry voices 

Can make stereo images recede. and favours the upper bass 

6.95 Majors on midband and lower treble lucidity at the ex�ense of bass and extreme treble extension 

I 7 Relatively vice-free cable with good detail throughout the range and generally neutral bass 

10 

12 

SJS 

4S 

2.SO 

l2 

2.99 

Perlormance is listenable enough but fails to excel in any area 

High impedance can influence the treble response. but this was a winner on sound per pound. Bi-wire 

Stereo and rhythm are good, but persistent dryness detracts significantly 

Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere - one of the best cables available all round 

Slightly bright and not too subtle, but a perlectly acceptable cable for any starter system 

A little lacking in detail but plenty of life and excellent value 

Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi-wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative 

Remarkably detailed, sm�th, neutral and with excell��t bass; check amplifier compatibility 

A little midrange dryness, but bass is among the best at this price, strong and consistent 

Bass is bener than treble, which can become spiny and sibilant- though only slightly 

4.90 Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 

B. 50 A goo�
_
mix of virtues including particularly fine bass 

18.80 A well·balanced cable with good perlmmance in all areas 

348 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for Sm terminated pair 

Seems to work best with lively, unsubtle music - can be dry and edgy 

12.50 . Slightly bass-rich balance, and could do with a bit more detail 

9.50 
.
Exciting sound but a bj�

_
t
_o
o
_
�in-yer-face' ,  and bass i s  n�t always even 

Grey-sounding- strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance. A bit bass-shy, too 

4.99 Good strong bass and fair detail, only slightly maned by a little dryness 

8 Tremendously open and atmospheric, with robust, full-blooded bass- if slightly bright at times 

10 

1.99 

1.9S 

2 8S 

Unusual construction gives rather strained sound, only really cheering up with simple musical teKtures 

A pretty-looking cable that does little to offend but is let down by some congestion 

Special-purpose cable for laying under carpets etc. Fair sound across the board 

Big, weighty sound - but too messy and bloated for its own good 

Chunky cable design; shame about the sound quality 
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Ill 

20l 

1S7 

168 

IS7 

20l 

192 
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168 
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192 

192 

18l 

168 
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18l 

21S 

192 

1ll 

18l 

1Jl 

18l 

20l 

20l 

18l 

IS7 

REFEflE r 

twenty quid for a box? 

***** 
Ecosse Cables- not 'boxed' in!! 

'Ecosse Reference Cable' -tuned in to you 
for FREE advice call us now0141 353 0509 

www.ecossecables.co.uk e-mail info@ecossecables.co.uk 
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lOUDSPEAKER CABLES (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

QED Qudos 

[B QED Qudos Silver 

QED Profile 4x4 

0 QED Profile Silver 12 

QED Genesis Silver Spiral 

Soniclink 5300 

0 Soniclink ASTSO 

0 Soniclink AST7S 

0 Soniclink AST150 

Soniclink AST200x2 

D Soniclink Rebel 

Straight Wire Duo 

Straight Wire Rhythm 

El Straight Wire Quartet 

Supra Classic 6.0 

0 Supra Ply 3.4 

0 Supra Ply 3.4/S 

0 Tara labs Klara 

0 Tara labs Prism Nexa 

Tara labs RSC Prime 500 

TCI Python 

0 Townshend lsolda 

2.25 

15 

30 

18 

1.95 

2.95 

3.95 

5.95 

7.50 

3 

6 

4.95 

6.95 

7.95 

2.95 

9.95 

36 

7.99 

50 

5.49 

COMMENTS 
Despite high·tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, its music-making failed to gel 
A few mi_nor flaws_ �ut overall performance is very assured for this price 
Good mi��ange an�_tr!:_��e �ala�ce, but bass is rather �lac�_ an_� ��t�il �-o� ��! ���n-�i-��--­
Very slightly laid-hac�. b�� good tone and detail- wears its achievements lightly 
Commendable bass, with a linle dryness and mildly compromised imaging: good. but not the best at its price 
Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces 
lt may look like bell-wire. but ASTSO sounds detailed, ordered and balanced 
Unusual materials and rather unusual performance too, strong on excitement and with plenty of bass 
Slightly plummy bass and a useful way of holding musical strands together 
At its best with exciting music. this cable seems shy of subtler details 
Plenty of bass, but without sacrificing upper frequency clarity or dynamics 
Not so subtle and lacking some detail, but sound is consistent with level and musical style 
Its major flaw seems to be woolly and indistinct bass, which pervades most types of music 
A good all-rounder with full tone. clear detail and natural ambience 
it's all there, but a persistent_l�ck o!_detail seriously mars the view 
Clean sound which stays together well at high levels, with full bass- perhaps a touch of treble restriction 
Good in all areas with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness 
A good budget cabl_:_wj�h an even spread of virtues- and very minor vices- across the b��rd 
Slight tonal so�ness affects bot� -��ss_ an?y_:bl�·-b�� ��-e overall �?_und is very lis�:n?_��e __ 

More su�t�d -�� ��l_odi�us music than anyt�inf!�!t� ����a�� dr!v�. _wi!�_?_�ly_�?-����!�.9�-t�_i! __ 

No_ � i�g !� �� !?� _ �i-�, -�-�t- �-�!�� _ �s- �-�� -� �!� ���-�i-�� _ ��-� _r_��h� _i��·_r _ �!':':��� _ ���p_l�-t�!� _ �?!i� ___ _________ __ ___ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ 
Superb sound all round, and amplifier compatibility enhanced by included stabilising inductor 
A hint of high-end civilisation with a few rough edges and a slightly warm balance (I] van den Hut The Snowline 

van den Hul Royal Jade 

XLO Pro 600 

10.99 Lots of technology, but sound suffers from dryness and woolly bass 
16.50 Decent bass and good treble, but sounds confused with densely-scored music 

MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
0 Audiolinx Blue Max 

Audio Note AN-MP 

Audiosource bbc 

100 

99 

48 

COMMENTS 
Expensive, but good value considering the improvement oHered 
A noticeable improvement on standard mains cable, but not as great as others 
Very good value, extremely sharp detailing- maybe too sharp 

@] Audusa Eupen CSA _ 48 
·--- - �- ��� 9-���-��-�?_s_t� -��-�!�����9 -��?r�a-�c� an� ?_stro�g recommendation 

Clearaudio Accurate Power Gen 1,090 Comp�ct and ���-��i��!� !����h�9--��it that offers �ositive sonic ben��its th�t justify the price 
GTA PHY-HP board 299 Oozing style an� quality, the board generates an extremely natural and truthful sound 

0 LAT AU 99 

0 lynwood Electronics Mega l'l>w<" 295 

Maplin BoW!��rpe ASC 431 50 

Olson Sound Fantastic 80 

[I) PS Audio Power Plant 1,200 

0 � Armws Kimber Power Kord 50 

� RussAncnwsKimbefi!'OwerBiock 350 

Russ Andrews The Purifier 250 

� Russ Andrews Silencer 40 

Soniclink SG Power 80 

Soniclink S-Gold mains 225 

0 Synergistic Res. Master Coupler 238 

0 Trichord Research Powerblock500 300 

Excellent clarity, music sounds clean and easy to follow- enthusiastic recommendation 
Reasonable price model that i�proves focus while pro�ucing a sweet, tight and clean b�ss __ _ 
Excellent mains purifying abilities- including other equipment used elsewhere in the house (Maplin co� � -�}���! _ __ _ 
Reasonable price, superior build quality- all in all, a bit of a bargain 
Power Plant improves the cleanness and separation of individual voices and instruments, giving an impressive 3-D quality 
!�pressiv�!�d���� �:�-��-� _':f_isp, choice of connectors can make even more difference 
Improved version that elevat��-��� i � to a cleaner and more three-difTle��ional exp�rience �jth g��-a-��r-�-t�!�_D j �a�ery 
More ambitious version of the Silencer that gives a cleaner, quieter background, allowing more low level detail 
A co_�t effect solution to �?_i��-!���-�ai��-����ly _that reduces 'has�· �ithout !osing brilliance_ �nd_ �l!l_fTI_�� i��--
Brjght, open a�_d _d�!ailed with sweet and natural tre�le frequencies 

-�-��!�:rs -� - � �:��- ���!s}� -�_s_o��� -w_i�h :��-:1!��-t _deta_i�, � ��rity �nd with no increase in noise 
Absolutely outstanding performance. but extremely expensive 
Isolation transformer that bolsters clarity, openness and gives an increased refinement making for a purer and natural sound 

CASSETTE DECKS 
CASSETTE DECKS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
(ii;:] JVC TD-R472 

0 Kenwood KX-W6080 

Marantz SD455 

NAD 613 

NAD 61.6 

Nakamichi DR-10 

0 Onkyo K-611 

0 Pioneer CT-SSSOS 

Pioneer CT-W806DR 

Teac V·1050 

@] Technics RS-AZ6 

(!] Technics RS-AZ7 

0 Yamaha KX-580SE 

200 

200 

170 

230 

300 

800 

460 

250 

300 

180 

200 

270 

150 

COMMENTS 
Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced 
Modestly decent-sounding twin deck, with some transport instability and ragged bass 
Works well as a single deck, especially on replay, but dubbing at high/low speed compromises _sound 
Rough_ and_��a-��·-�-�!.:�!�¥�-��e ���n?� though marred by mechanical motor noise 
T�i-� -�:��-�i_t_�_basic featur:s. No �?_I?J.::.�!ng mem�ry, transport is t9? unstable ���-audiophile use 
An ergonomic oddity, but one of the last of the great cassette decks. Worth considering against MD 
Cute drawer-loading mini-size component with three heads and dual capstan transport 
Great features,_ g_oo� w��� cheap low bias tapes. but slightly synthetic sound q�al!ty 
Had it not been for the iffy transport q�ali_ty� this sophisticated tw��-w��ld �_ave_ been _ _ ���?_f!lm_:n�-��--­
One of the cheapest three-head machines around, but it shows in very 'th_i�_k' �?u�?-
For those who can't afford the RS-AZ7; clarity over the widest bandwidth thanks to AZ thin-film head 
Thin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-Iike bass and mid range� A clear advance in sta��e-of-the-a�� 
Subtle, engaging and transparent deck, with a lightweight tonality, but stability and strong detail 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0 
0 
!;; 
-< 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• PLT 

157 

192 

168 

215 

203 

168 

157 

203 

157 

192 

215 

203 

192 

183 

215 

183 

203 

183 

115 

203 

·--"-
J.03 __ 

203 

215 

203 

215 

218 

218 

118 

218 

206 

206 

218 

206 

218 

218 

206 

218 

206 

206 

206 

218 

206 

218 

206 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• 158 

• 171 

184 

• 158 

171 

• 195 

• • 146 

164 

171 

184 

164 

• 158 

• 171 
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MAHA® RX-V420ROS 

ACl, DTS kmim, 5x6Sw, RDS. 26 DSP Mod�� 

� PRICE TOO LOW TO PRINT 

Micro System consisting of DYD Audio, OVO Video, RO$ Tuner. Dolby Digital, OH, 

5x Spukers, Power amplifier. 

i £1329 � £630 �' £699 

Panasonic OVOLV70 

Super thin portable DVO for people on the move.7"LCD Smen.approx 5 hours 
Playback with lithium Ion Sauery, Built-in Stmo Speakers, Built-in Recharger, 
Hulti-Vohage A( Adaptor. Only SlOg ucluding Battery. 

i £1099 � £450 � £649 ' 

·--

28"LCO Smen, Tuner, Sose Spukerl.2949120 pixeh,VGA, SVGA.XGA, XCA, 
Table top uar1d. 

� £12000 � £6701 ·r. · "£5299 ' 

Sales Hotline: 01204 861861 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

All products come with a 12 months 
Manufactures Guarantee. National Service 
is available on all products. Also In-home 

service on all non-portable items. 

TECHNICAl ADVICE 
Call our highly trained sales staff before you 

purchase to get the right advice first time. 
with understandable answers. 

EXPRESS DELIVERY 
We aim to deliver all stock items w�hin 

48hrs using our National Courier. Backed 
by insurance giving you peace ol_ mind. 

0% FINANCE 
Up to 36 months interest free on selected 

products. Or spread the cost over one of our 
low rate finance options. 

All 0Ff£RS SUBJECT TO AVlll.AIIIlflY. PRICES CORRI;(t TUU OF PRINT ARE SU8J�Cll0 CHA!iC'o£ WHII.\T EV[RY HJORT 1.\. MADE TO HIDE DUIVlR GOODS AS SPtCifl£0, O((ASION.t.l DElAn MAY O((UR. YOU HAY (ANCEL AH ORDER WITIIIN UYEN WOIIRING OAn Of DEUVERY (IN WRITING) A\ lONG YOU HAYf f.U.IN 



till BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE 

' .. --

CD PLAYERS :......._ --�� 
""' ... --... ...... 

:· �--- � 

ONE-BOX CD PlAYERS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Advantage CD�S 

Alchemist Kraken 

0 Alchemist Nexus APD32A 

Anthem (01 

till Arcam Alpha 7SE 

Arcam CD72 

0 Arcam C092 

0 Arcam FMJ C023T 

Audio A
_
nalogue Paganini 

Audio Note AN-COl 

Audio Note AN-C02 

AVI Series 21 MC4 

[TI AVI S2000MC Reference 

Balanced Audio Tech VK-DS 

Cambridge Audio 0100 

(ill Ca�-��!�-�!-��-�i�_!>SOO _ 

[TI Cambridge Audio 0500 SE 

0 Copland CDA 266 

Copland CDA 289 

0 Creek C053 

0 Cymbol COP12 

0 Cyrus dA01.5 

0 Cyrus CD7 

till _ Cyrus
_
CD7Q 

0 Oenon DCD-435 

0 Oenon OCD-655 

0 Oenon DC0-835 

Denon DCD-1550AR 

Densen 8-400 

Oocet-lector COPO.ST 

[!!] Exposu!� ����
­

EZO Fog Stage 3 

0 Kenwood DVF-3030 

[!] linn Genki 

Marantz CDSOOO 

1.249 -�!� ti_n��i�_e looking_�!���!- � �� � ¥ ��-�uit a Al:_hemi�t-�ystem�-��t will result in variable res_��ts_�����ere 
597 �:�i_n_�? tr:�l�·-�-���!��i�:?. r�_t_ ��P.�ble bas_s_ ��9-�.tt������': ��:�oun� . �res�_nt��io�--

1,595 __ Unusual combination of high-�nd player. complete with HDCD. and changer. Good, but noisy 
300 Sharper, clearer Alpha 7 SE, a _nd more affordable than before 
400 Easy going, slightly soft-cent�e?_reworking of Alp�� 7 in_�ew, s�elte DiVA clothing 
850 High resolution player needs a t?_uch of spit a_nd polish to be completely convi��!n9 

1,150 Refined FMJ series player now boasts CD-RW and CD Text compatibility 
750 Basically good:_ �� -t -�?-�_e_

t!�:�. �-e-�vy-hand�-� -����:� __ 

600 -��-sr. on the :�r·-�-��-!?�-�- ����:-���¥:�·-e_a_��-��- ��� P.���:�� -���- �-� �t- �adio 2-fl��?�r-�� 
999 _ - -��Qh_ o�t?.�t_i�_P.���nc:_�akes performance unduly �ystem·f�s�y 
999 Solid, if not stolid player de�ig�:d for a long lifetim:� and m�sicall� proficient, if lacking in airs and graces 

1,399 Lean, dry, high re_sol_�ti?_� p�ay:�· built _to outl�s� �?.:��f-�s._A fine �erformer in_? _sy�_P.�thetic s��em 
3,995 A valve-infused player_�i!� a big and engaging soun� : Lacks a little subtlety 
120 
200 
200 

Hard, clangy and colour�� sounding, and with � uspec�_control logic 
-��:an and highly articulate _pl�y:_r_':"ea!s well in exr:�_ded use 

_ � _r_�� �ly_ �i�:�Y. �?�. �� ��� _P.I��:� .":"!�� _ ��� 
_ 9_e_

t_�i� _ ��� _i_�:� -� -�i-�� ?_f_ ?_ry�:�� ______ _____________________ _ 
1, 199 Simple yet elegant_ desig� is_ u_nexpectedly sophisticated �-�der the skin, and effective_ �� executio� 
1,898 Beautifully built and musically enjoyable. Lacks some precision, but still among the b�:t below £2.�0 
1,199 __ Fine. _assured and�:��- built �layer- balanced outputs too 
1,299 Clean, detailed an_d airy_�OCO-equipped player wit� -�-i�!��l �st trappings 
395 Improved dAD1 variant has improved digital filter for a more natural, easy on the ear quality 
800 New Cyrus player has strong all-round attributes to match its good looks 

1,150 Refined and expressive addition to the top of the Cyrus range, builds on the qualities of the lesser models 
130 Good low cost player, and a st�p up from the DCD-425,_ its pred�cessor 
180 Fine, slightly soft-edged budget player, and a good ameliorative for aggressive, edgy systems 
230 Refined sound with ter!!fic bass extension. Some sliQht c?loration 
350 Disappointing bland an�_plodd�_sound from an immaculately constructed, high-tech pla��r 

1,280 Bold, purposeful sound, but lacks subtlety, and has some ergonomic flaws 
999 Valve pow:�ed CD playe_r lacks resolvin�. power, thoug� it musters c_�nsid�rable physical.�r-�senc_e .. 
599 Smooth, restrained but warm and physical balance from th!s w:�U turned out and wel!_��i��-� play�! 

1,170 Curious player is difficult to drive, and has sound quality that both enchants and sometimes confounds 
180 
991 
150 

Solid CD player with str�ig_htforward features 
Explicit, rather bright sounding player with strong multi-room appeal 
Well equipped budget player sounds thin and rough at times 

Marantz CC3000 150 Ragged soundi�g rT_J� I!i��s_c_ _P. Ia_y_er, but it is cheap _and_ we�l-equipped 
Great package with all mod cons, and eminently listenable too 
Detailed, well rounded, at home in any musical context- a real bargain 
Excellent all rounder. a well-appointed, good-value package 

till Marantz C06000 250 
till Marantz C06000 OSE LE 300 
[!D Marantz (06000 Kt Signature 500 
0 Marantz C0-17 Mkll 800 Sophisticated player with a short but attractive feature set, and a new-found bounce in its step 

Fabulously built player adds musical integrity to an already impressive basic model (the CD17 Mk 11) 
A superbly designed CD player, both inside and out. Precise and dramatic in equal measure 

0 Marantz C017 Mk 11 Kl Sig 1,200 
0 Marantz C0-7 3,100 

Marantz SA1251 3,100 Highly refined and beautifully built multichannel SA & DVD-V p�ayer !hat doesn't quite m_�!ch S���� best 
� Marantz SA-1 

0 Meracus Tanto 

[!!] Meridian 506 

Meridian 588 

Monri� Asty 

Musical Fidelity X-RAY 

(ill Musical Fidelity A3 CO 

Myryad MCD 600 

0 NAD CS20 

NAD C521 

NAD 523 

NAO C540 

0 NAD Silverline 5500 

0 
� 

Nairn Audio COS 

Naim NACDSII/XPS 

0 _ N���i���-���� 

0 Onkyo DX-7222 

Onkyo DX-7511 
Parasound C/DP-1 000 

[2) Philips SACD-1000 

Pioneer PD-S507 

Primare 020 
� Primare 030.2 

Revox Exception E426 

Roksan Kandy _ 

Roksan Caspian 

Rotel RCD-95 1 

till Rotel RCD-971 

0 Rotel RCD-1070 

0 Rotel RCD-991 

5,000 The brand's first SACD_r_l�y�� is a stunning machine_ that's equally as strong with conventional CD 
1,395 Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dynamics- but it's not cheap 
1,100 Revised 506 includes MSR remote and a new D/A chip, which makes it livelier and more detailed 
£2,100 Not the most immediately striking CD player, but its neutrality and timing prove beguiling 
695 Well built player has solid, propulsive sound quality that deteriorates towards HF 
799 Brilliantly packaged and clean but slightly antiseptic sounding player 
800 Excellent player has few faults apart from a slight loss of EHF detail 

1,299 Abundance of detail an� resolution from this 'Super DAC' CD player 
__ �-_ S_i2ni!icantly improved entry�:� NAD is smooth and 9y�a��C:--�� slightly dull 

200 Good timing and excitement, but not good at holding the listener's attention 
250 Lacklustre musical presentation was disappointing on rest; so was the absence of a digital output 
330 

1,100 
1,125 
5,625 
400 
150 
300 

Not cheap, and disc handling is pedestrian at best, but the C540 is smooth & elegant with just a hint of aggression 
lt sounds as good as it looks, which is notably refined and easy on the ear 
Recommended subject to audition, a dynamic machine, yet some physical minuses 
Brings you the Nairn sound, but for once doesn't have to rely on Nairn ancillaries to get the 1esults 

��_:1 of � mul�ii�� player, with ��i�.P._ soun�_an� superb fuss-f �::_�?��ct .e�ck����--------- _ 

_ -���p-�titive f o_llo�!�9-��� � -�� P.. �i�e-�ut, and on the �h o_l:.?. s_l�?n_g performer musically 
Earthbound mid-price CD player fails to excite 

499 Comes on like a high end player, but ultimately sounds a bit weak and soft-centred 
1,300 Not quite a universal disc �layer, but it does SACD multi-channel, DVD-Video and CD to_ a universally high standard 
200 low cost Legate Link implementation sounds gentle but slightly muddled 
799 Well presented player doesn't quite cut the mustard, though it performs promisingly 

1,499 Superb high resolu�i_on_pi�Y�!_gives a stron_� tast:_ o_f_ ���ica_l structure_��-d physjca�ity _ 

2,250 _ --��ry stylish with a _1!��-t� -��ile !�und that exten�� supe��J¥ and has fine timing 
475 Slightly old-fashioned sound q�ality player available in ��rious colour �chemes 
895 Improved Caspian {re�es�ed for _2001) is still a bold, dynamic player, but rather more s�btle and expressive 
300 _ Disappointing chopped-down RCD-971 -buy the original 
450 _ __ --�-��-�isc handling_IOQ�:,_but bold, detailed and refine9 sound make this a must 
525 Though_�echnically sound and well equipped, the Rotel failed to generate much excitement or involvement 
B25 Strong midrange player with switchable dither levels to provide some system rweaking ability 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

CD PLAYERS THE DIRECTORY 

• 
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• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 
• 

• • 

• • 
• 
• 

• 

• 

193 
190 
169 
178 
207 
212 
212 
226 
191 
188 
195 
226 
169 
194 
200 
202 
217 
176 
194 
226 
176 
191 
212 
226 
191 
200 
217 
179 
212 
226 
226 
212 
207 
212 
202 
204 
207 
217 
212 
206 
226 
194 
223 
208 
169 
176 
225 
200 
184 
200 
220 
202 
217 
204 
200 
195 
212 

191 
188 
226 
182 
200 
212 
191 
184 
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THE DIRECTORY CD PLAYERS I TRANSPORTS I DACS I DVD PLAYERS @] BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE 

ONE-BOX CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Sherwood (01 

Sharp DX·SX1 

0 Sony COP·XE330 

Sony CDP·XES30 

(!!] Sony COP·XB930E 

0 Sony OVP·NS700V 

B �onr sco-XB770UK _ 

@ Sony SCD·333ES 

0 Sony SCD-S5SES 

@ Sony SCD-XA777ES 

@ Sony SC0-1 

Talk Electronics Thunder 1.1 

T+A CD1210R 

Talk Electronics Thunder 1 

Talk Electronics Thunder 2 

0 Talk Electronics Thunder 3 

0 TAG Mclaren C020R 

Teac VRDS-9 

Teac VRDS-2Sx 

Technics Sl-PG390 

Technics Sl-PS7 

0 Technics SL·MC7 

Thule Spirit CD100 

Trichord Genesis 

Trichord Revelation 

Tube Technolo!!� Fusion Mkl� 

Tube Technology Fulcrum 

Yamaha CDX-596 

Yamaha CDX-496 

Yamaha CD-X993 

Y BA Special 

COMMENTS 
1 , 1 00 � �_e_ry -� :����!· -�-�:�� ��-�?�-� -�� ��-� ��� _p��Y�!. ����-� _r �-t_t:e�_f!�!·.! ��! ���-�?_u_ �9� _ ��-��!�f�J. �?"_�tr�.:�i?_n 
2, 700 __ --�ty!i��-player with a s!�g�!IY f_?r.:'�_r _�-��t _:���:��!� -��f!l-���-s-���-�� ���-���!�-��-�-������9_ 9_ig! !�! -��p-���-��?_i�a_ te�_umbilical 
100 Unrefine?·-���-�y�ly, detailed and highly affordable 
140 Well-equipped, but raw, scrappy sounding player lacks depth and weight 

• 

• 

300 Yet another first rate UK optimised player with all the bells and whistles e 

400 ��trageously_ good value for money DV D-V/SA _player, though SACD replay quality trails the audi_?·only Son_y SCD·XB770ES e 

400 Expres�iv�-���.:�e?.�:i �.: P.l�yer i�- the b�s�_SA�� tradition, but CD replay is disappointingly lacklustre e 
1,200 Entry-level high-end multichannel SA player is excellent with both CD and the new format,_?_ut P._arti�-�� � _r!¥ .i�P._r�:sive ��-��-r�o��d e 

1,200 Fabulously built with superb sound using both CD and Super Audio software,_ you'll be hard pressed to find_ a better CD player at the price e 

2,300 Superb multicha�n�l P!�Y�!-���-�-��! the bench�_ark for the format at its launch e 

3,500 The first SACD player sounds fabulous but it's a slow operator and doesn't :�pport multichanne!__ e 

649 Attractively turned out, wit� bare _bones features (though the power supply can be augmented), the Thunder 1.1 gave equivocal results on test 
1,185 _ !��r_i9_�i-��.P��Y�!.���� !�.t�.:�P.���-���� ��:��� -�·- �-�� -�a�-s�i!cha�le digital fi!�e�s • 

550 
699 

Entry level upgradeable Talk Electronics player sounds slightly muted 
Fine player, slightly lacking in dynamics. but readily, if expensively upgradable in various ways 

1,000 Clean, fast, and the availability of a complete upgrade path makes this a good long term proposition 
1,249 Dry and_�-�����spheric, but plenty of presence- recommended with caution 
700 Well-presented. Th1s Teac is crisp, yet shallow, and inconsistent in sound quali� a0�_pa�n�!���-:-�ll? _ 

1,000 Excellent, individualistic player with bold, colourful sound, but test sample had iffy CD-R compatibility 
90 it's very cheap. �ery, v_ery cheap 

Strong. bu!_ult!��!el� rather opaque and hard-sounding, high tech CD player 
Maximum storage capacity for a minimum price, and presentable sound too (multidisc) _ 
Definitely a try before you buy machine, but the bass and mid are excellent 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

200 
300 
600 
549 
799 

Breathed-on Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately lacks drive and authority 
Well-ordered �nd clean sound that may be_ a little too refined for some, images well 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

1 , 3 50 Improvements _ove�. ��:-o��g���� -���:.1_ ��-t-�i��:����n:_ ��-i0_c.��:�� ���!-�-�� � �:-���. ����----___ ·----.... 

2,800 An imaginative two-box player with a smooth sound that lacks some lustre 
230 Well-priced and attractive-sounding, this player can read CD-RW 
180 A rathe�-s�la:�y-�n_� approximate sound, further hampered by mechanical noise 
400 
695 

A bit of a lush, though the sound is singularly free of gra1n. and equipment levels are strong 
There is nothing here to justify the pricing or the high-end parentage. Avoid 

• • • •  

• • • 

• • • 

• 

• • 

• • 

CD TRANSPORTS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
0 Audio Note CDT Zero 

linn Karik 

Roksan Anessa ATI·DP3 

Theta Carmen 

Theta Data Basic 11 

Thorens TCD2000 

COMMENTS 
550 Although ominously esoteric on paper. it's smooth, open and easy on the ear in pr<Jaice (Tested with DAC 1) 

1,850 B<Jsed on e<Jrly Unn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed <Jnd engrossing 
1,295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of sounding exciting with the right material 
3,299 A well equipped and extremely upgradable CD/DVD transport. Right now, the finest of its type 
2,397 Uses a Philips CDM9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs 
999 Lively presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble. (Tested with TDA 2000 DAC) 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

I I I 

163 
211 
202 
200 
195 

• 220 
• 220 
• 224 
• 213 
• 223 
• 194 

226 
188 
200 
191 
195 
188 
176 
195 
202 
207 
204 
188 
169 
166 
206 
194 
207 
217 
184 
195 

I I 

212 
144 
162 
203 
130 
162 

0 Trichord Digital Turntable 699 Very detailed, precise. controlled yet involving; .3 first-rank performer c..!. ..!. ·-·' - ..... - !�. 162 

DACs 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Alchemist TS·D·l 

Audio Note DAC Zero 

0 Audio Note DAC Zero1x 

Audio Note DAC S 

Chord OAC 64 

� dCS Oelius 

dCS Purcell 

COMMENTS 
300 24/96-equipped DAC sounds tidy but a little shut-in with both 16-bit COs and 24·bit/96kHz DVDs 
369 Neat valve-equipped DAC sounds smooth and fluid in the right system. (Tested with CDT Zero transport) 
750 Although ominously esoteric on paper, it's smooth, open and easy on the ear in practice (Tested with CDT Zero) 

18,500 Astonishingly natural and realistic in the right system, the only problem being the extravagant price 
1,900 Beautifully encased converter with variable input buffering but inconvenient input socketry and a sound th<Jt doesn't quite match the looks 
5,000 State-of-the-art resolution wrth consrderably greater flexibility than anything else, hard to beat e e 

3,500 The first upsampler on the market adds significant depth and mcreased bass resolve with a suitable DAC e e 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

DVD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

DVD PLAYERS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
0 Arcam DiVA OV88 

Arcam FMJ DV27 

[!!] Oenon OV0-1 000 

0 Denon OVD-1 500 

[D Denon DVD-2800 

0 Oenon OV0-3300 

0 Encore DV-450 

Harman/Kardon DVD10 

Hitachi OVP-705 

Integra research RD·Vl 

COMMENTS 
1,000 A DVD·Video player built with non-obsolescence 1n mind. but picture qu<Jiity exceeds musical quality as a CD player 
1,600 Spirited CD performance and a great DVD·V upgrade path 

• 

• 
300 Fine, stripped down player concentrates on the essentials, and scores a direa hit e 

400 Colourful and engaging (if lightvveight) sound, with excellent picture quality e e 

750 First-rate all-rounder, this is a gimmick-free design that is well-built and offers good CD and DVD sound quality and finely resolved pictures e 

1.000 Sometimes slightly inconsistent and strident sounding in all modes of use, but it pulls a little more oH disc too e e 

200 Superb value for money, though mainly of interest to the videophile on a shoestring e e 

299 Bulky DVD-Video player w1th unexcitmg pictUie quality, and promising but ultimately unexceptional CD replay periormance e 

380 Mild mannered player works best with Radio 2 music, and gives clean, well-endowed picture quality to match, along with sharp pricing e e 

2, 700 I Refined in use and �n audition, but a lack of resolving po�er and an unbalanced feature-set militate against this model • 
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�BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED (!£]EDITOR'S CHOICE DVD PLAYERS I DIGITAL RECORDERS THE DIRECTORY 

DVD PlAYERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

JVC XV-542 250 
0 JVC XV·SA72SL 350 

Unprepossessing DVD-Y player fa1ls to excite with DVD material, or as a surrogate CD player 
Fantastic value for money from a pl�y_�r which makes good music with DVD-Audio �nd S�-�like _ 

--�?�-�i_nci!:� DVD-�u�i?__l�l��er t���!�- �:���tely let down by poor CD�erformanc� JVC XV-D723GD SOO 
Kenwood OVF·R9030 

Marantz OV4100 

m:J Meridian OVD596 

NAD T-550 

899 The !irs _t ����i--�-i��-������-� �� -������- i� - P�r� �c_�l��-�-�r-��-���-�r_Q?_n_�� �c_��Y.??_s_��-c_���� -���-�����-s-�-�?!�· slick operator 
399 The DV4100 is a DVD-Video player for videophiles, but don't put the CD player out to pasture just yet 

2,350 Very classy player with DVD-A upgrade potential, one of the few that is also a superb CD player 
500 Soft-centred but likeable pl�y�r ��-t��- �la��ic NAD mould 
600 Well engineered, but lacklustre specifications, moderate performance- and overpriced 

1,999 Superb build, plenty of features, but more convincing as a video player than an audio one 
300 _ -�ell presente� DVD�� deo p��Y� �- ��: - �-� -�ttra�ti���-but far f�om high resolution sou�d, and picture qua�i!-y_��so l�c��-��!i��tion 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Nakamichi DVD-10s 

Onkyo DV-5939 

Panasonic DVD-RV41 

Panasonic DVD-RA71 

Panasonic DVD-A360E 

Panasonic DVO-A7EB 

44 9 --���-�� ��:��-��� -������ - ��-':�-�����2..���-����� -�-����i� ! � -��! -�� -��-���-�-�� _a_0 � - ���=� - �s- �-�C:��-��----______ _ _ __ _ _______ ___ _ _ ___ _ ___ ____ e 

0 Philips DVD-712 

0 Philips DVD957 

Philips DVD960 

0 Pioneer OV-545 

� Pioneer OV-6360 

Pioneer DV-646A 

[I] Pioneer OV-939A 

� Pioneer OV-7 4 7 A 

Primare V10 

IT] Primare V20 

Rote! RDV-995 

Sanyo DVD1500 

� Sony DVP·NS400D 

Sony Art Co.!:!_ture OVP-5435 

Sony DVP-CX850D 

Sony DVD-S9000ES 

TAG Mdaren DVD32R 

T+A DVD 1210R 

Technics DVD-A10 

Thompson DTH-4500 

Theta DaViD 

Toshiba SD500E 

� Toshiba SD900E 

T+A DVD·1210R 

580 
699 
200 
400 
530 
330 
400 
530 

Powerful equipment, and unthrot�led digital output notwithstanding, sound quali_ty �s m_���st_�t -��-st 
Chopped down Technics DVD-A 10 retains most of the flagship's headline features with well balanced, but less refined and less articulate sound 
Rough and ready looking DVD-Vid�o player turns out to be well equipped, and an unexpeae_�� vital perlormer. on screen and via loudspeakers 
Slightly ill-disciplined, but a bold, �nthusiastic player which engages even if it doesn't always co_nvince 
DVD-V player has strong sound quality and good, though slightly washed out, pictures 
Stylish and well-equipped slimline DVD-Video player is an extremely attractive all rounder 
Bold, dynamic and detailed sounding player,_�ith slightly simplified video feature_ s��· sha�pe! pr�cing and A 1 pictures to match 
One of the f1rst DVD·RW compatible DV�-�Audio pl�yers is informative but not the sweetest sounding machine around 

1,200 Fine player with near state of the art video performance and attractive, easy on the ear music making, from CD and DVD-Audio alike 
899 UK's first Universal player, compatible with DVD-A and SACD as well as DVD-V and CD. Remarkably good with every format 
700 Beautifully presented DVD-vide? player gives superb pjcture quality and so-so CD repla� 

I ,000 Elegant and well built DVD perlormer that possesses a strong picture quality and decent CD player 
700 Bold, sometimes aggressive sounding player needs RGB output to bring picture quality up to scratch 
219 
300 

Compact, low cost player is a quite str?n�-�ideo performer, but lacks the wherew!thal to s_��ceed as_� s�rrogate CD player 
M1dran_ge DVD-Video plaxer has some interesting f:atur�.s that enhance picture quality a�� �sability 

350 Looks to die for and decent on-screen results, but sound is flat and grey 
600 Lacklustre sound quality is a disappointment, but the price is appealing for a 200-disc DVD player 

1,200 First DVD machine to play SACD has a 'Lexus' sound style that never really gets its hands dirty 
3,995 A tour-de-force of engineering, albeit with matching price tag. But picture quality is �econd �o none 
1,699 Ergonomically a mess, �ut det�i!ed, ����mi� an� emphatic, though the!e i� no g�arante�� a DVD-����.�p_q���� P._at� 
899 Well built, early generation DVD-A player with full on-board OVD-Video decoding and a more than workmanlike sound 
229 DVD-V player comes with an excellent multi-component remote control, but fails to deliver the goods, VJ!th bland sound to match the iffy visuals 

4,650 A top-notch CD transport, that also plays DVD-video discs well. Pricey for a DVD transport, but worth it 
599 OK DVD-Video player, but lackl�stre_�t� m�sic, especially when reproducing high resolution EVD-Audio material 

1,299 Top class DVD-Audio player and also a superb DVD-Video player; in this context pricing is competitive 
1,699 Ergonomically a mess, but detailed, dynamic and emphatic, though there is no guarantee of a DVD·Audio upgrade path 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD RECORDERS (CD-R/RW), MINIDISC (MD), HARD DISC (HD) 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Audio ReQuest ARQl 

0 Denon CDR-1000 

Denon CDR·1500 

Harman/Kardon CDR-20 

Harman!Kardon COR 30 

Hitachi DV-Wl E 

!merge M1000 

JVC XM-448 

JVC XL-R5000 

Kenwood DMF·5020 

0 Kenwood DMF-9020 

LG ADR-620 

� Marantz DR6000 

0 Marantz DR-17 

Onkyo MD-121 

Philips COR 600 

� Philips CDR951 

0 Philips CDR785 

0 Pioneer MJ-0508 

� Pioneer PDR-609 

(I] Pioneer PDR-W839 

0 Pioneer PDR-W739 

� Sony MDS·JE770 

Sony MXD·040 

0 Sony MDS-JA555E5 

Sony MDS·JA333E5 

TEAC RW-800 

Yamaha CDR-0561 

0 Yamaha CDR-HD1000 

56B 
400 
449 
499 
S90 
S20 

3,300+ 
220 
4SO 
250 
500 
3SO 
400 

1,SOO 
4SO 
230 
380 
350 
200 
280 
3SO 
400 
260 
330 
650 
650 
3SO 
449 
700 

COMMENTS 
Full size seperate containing a CD player and hard disc recorder. Sign of things to come? 
Straightforward but atuactive s�n��� C�-�RW deck is a respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion ��s -���:?-�.��?!9!�9 . 
Ultra high jitter takes the sparkle out of an otherwise attractive dual disc CD-RIRW burner 
Hk)h j�er iJ1a1<r makes qutte good recocd1r>;JS that sound less good v.l1en played back imernol�. espedal� \'ken usir<Jlhe onernol record capoble transpoo 
Well built copier capable of g�o� _ r_�����! ��-s- ?u�pla���-ck _qu�!�'Y.. i�-��di_�ti��� ��-� -���-���!�9_ P.r!��- �-i�-� - -
Combination CD-RIRW and DVD player has excellent ergonomics, but tends to sound rat_her opaque 
One-box hard disc solution for multi-room installations. Stores 1 00s of CDs with vveb-interface but sourxl is unispiring. Single-room S 1000 also availa�� 
A hidden keyboard is a great idea, but musically it sounds rather cool and strident 
Flexible, rattly build, and attractive sound, but it's a little expensive compared to other rivals 
it may be high-tech but nothing conceals th_e caricatured sound 
One of the best MD decks yet for sound quality, and the first to make titling a practical proposition 
A powerlully equipped machine with useful multi-room capabilities, but sound quality is rough and ready 
Classy CD-RIRW recorder is also a classy CD player, in contrast to most CD recor?ers 
Highly recommended, but with a jitter problem that, resolved, would improve sound quality 
Midi-sized deck that sounds slightly coloured at times, though immediate and lively 
Low cost Philips machine makes g_r� _a_t reco_r_�i��� but playback is poor and the contr�l_s a mite fiddly 
An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 
Ragged play quality, but a good record performance from this well equipped, well priced CD-R/RW deck 
Well equipped but musically sleep inducing player that receives its Recommendation due to price 
Classy single deck CD-RIRW burner is also a good if characterful player 
Good quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 
Flexible multi·disc that has everything including respectable sound and pricing 
Smartly attired, packed with features and capable of recordings closer in quality to CD-R than MD's detractors might think 
One half CD player, the other half MD recorder. Functions well enough but CD playback is weak 
Powerful demonstration of Sony's proficiency, it delivers the best MD can offer 
Serious build, serious features, serious sound. Maybe high-end MD isn't such a peculiar idea after all- but would you pay £650? 
Capable recording toot, but a little rough and ready as a player 
Twin CD-RJRW burner makes sold, believable discs, but is priced higher than equivalent models from elsewhere 
CD recorder and hard drive in one- save your music to hard disc, edit then dump to CO-R for MiniDisc style flexibility 

• 

• 
• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

221 
• 220 

206 ------- - _..,._ ___ __ _ 

• • 213 
221 
218 
202 
216 

• 220 
221 

• 220 
198 

• 213 
221 
216 
207 
221 
216 

• 220 
• 213 
• 226 

221 
206 
216 
216 
221 
216 

• 204 
210 
212 
213 

• 213 
221 
191 

• • 213 
• 213 

SPECIFICATIONS 

CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 
CD/HD 
MD 

CD-R(W) 
MD 
MD 

CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 
CD·RIWI 

MD 
CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 

MD 
CD·RIWI 
CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 

MD 
CD/MD 

MD 
MD 

CD-R(W) 
CD-R(W) 

CD-R(W)/HD 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

223 
218 
21B 
2t8 
223 
218 
223 
205 
205 
205 
191 
205 
218 
20S 
177 
223 
205 
218 
20S 
218 
218 
205 
223 
223 
205 
223 
205 
21B 

223a 
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THE DIRECTORY HEADPHONES I STEREO SPEAKERS 

HEADPHONES 
HEADPHONES 

STATUS PRODUCT 

0 AKG K44 

0 AKG K100 

AKG 301 

AKG K 240 Of 
0 Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 

0 Audio Technica ATH-M40 

Beyer DT331 

Beyer 01431 

Beyer DT531 

0 Beyer DT511 

0 Beyer DT831 

Grado SR-40 

O Grado SR-60 

0 Grado SR-125 

0 Grado SR-22S 

Grado SR-325 

JVC HA·G77 

JVC HA-W60 

0 JVC HA·W200Rf 

0 JVC HA-DX3 

Koss T0/80 

Koss R/200 

Koss R/100 

Predde Ergo Model 2 

0 Philips HP890 

Philips HP910 

Sennheiser IS 380 

Sennheiser HD570 Symphony 

[!] Sennheiser HO 545 

0 Sennheiser HO 565 Ovation 

Sennheiser HD590 

Sennheiser HE 60/HEV70/UK 

0 Sony MDR-CD480 

Sony MDR·V700DJ 

Sony MDR·CD 2000 

Technics RP-FSOO 

0 Technics RP·f800 

Technics RP-DJ1200 

0 Stax System 11 
0 Stax lambda Nova Basic 

Vivanco SR322 

[!] Vivanco SR222S 

Vi�anco
_ 
C¥berwave FMH3000 

Vivanco IR5800 

ITJ Vivanco SR950 

Vivanco FM7980 

Vivanco FM8180 

20 

36 

70 

100 

100 

120 

65 

SI 

105 

106 

140 

45 

79 

150 

200 

300 

40 

49 

75 

200 

50 

so 

100 

140 

66 

so 

55 

90 

125 

150 

160 

99S 

40 

100 

200 

40 

50 

130 

400 

395 

30 

30 

40 

50 

so 

so 

99 

COMMENTS 
lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 

Leather dad groover with bags of power and clarity, for a respectable asking price 

Big 'phones with even and detailed sound but lacks sufficient bass weight 

Inoffensive 'phones that are very laid back, if lacking in grunt 

Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal 

Incredible detail and honesty from these classically designed studio 'phones 

Clear and extremely detailed sound with rather thin bass 

Nice looking 'phones that may not be the best players on the field, but will always give 100 per cent 

Average performer from an established player. Lacks punch and bite 

Superb mid band clarity and speed slightly at odds with soft bass. Even so, high tingle factor 

These provide silky, smooth textures in abundance and we're not just talking about the velvet ear pads 

Cheap and nasty appearance largely redeemed by cheerful, up-beat sound. Very comfortable 

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 

What these 'phones lack in style they make up for ten-fold in musical quality 

Warm, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music 

Elegant sound across the frequency spectrum; let down by old fashioned ear-piece design 

Too coloured for general recommendation, and lacking detail 

Remarkable lack of interlerence and hiss ameliorates adequate sound of this cordless design 

Distinct lack. of hiss from these FM cordless 'phones ensures that detail and depth are easily heard 

Great headphone with a rich bass. careful midrange and high comfort factor 

Oodles of bass but w1th a recessed mid band: tiresome on the head with prolonged wearing 

Basic sound is OK, but sensitivity is too low to be useful. Features stereo width control 

Rather cheap looking 'phones that supply good detail but are severely lacking in midrange excitement 

Still has much of the spaciousness of the Float from which it is derived, but coarse mid/top 

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

Ergonomically good but suffers from a muffled midrange and overexcited bass 

As close as you'll get to real hi-fi with infrared phones at this price. Inevitable hiss spoils the illusion 

A little lightweight in sound, and prone to sibilance- but detailed, and comfortable to wear 

Fine all-rounder that takes all styles of music in its stride. Ear-clamping headband 

Wide bandwidth design which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable 

Assured and confident player with very low colouration and great comfort 

Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with a pure midband, but top end IS sibilant and edgy 

Generally neutral and nicely detailed: comfortable too 

Great looking fold-away 'phones with exceptional build quality. Kickin' bass 

Large pads make for sweaty listening. Pure mid-tones, but weightless bass 

Just too bright for general recommendation, though they play along with gusto 

Comfortable budget model that sounds sublime with great dynamics 

Functional design with head-pulping bass and muggy tonal balance. Good job they're sweat-proof 

Luxury optiOn at its pnce, but the sound delivery is five star quality all the way 

Refined, articulate, yet with real presence- and a notable bargain by electrostatic standards 

Weak design and uncomfortable, but redeems itself with substantial sound quality 

Not that subtle, but high fun factor compensates 

The only cordless 'phone to offer genuine walkabout freedom, but sounds like a cheap FM tuner 

Consistently musical infrared desrgn. Doesn't reach for sonic heights so hiss can be forgiven 

Cuddly feel and sound make these an enjoyable pair of 'phones 

A fair amount of whine and crackle detracts from 'phones which are otheMise very listenable 

Well thought-out features and a better than average sound are, at times, marred by intrusive hiss 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
STEREO SPEAKERS 

STATUS PRODUCT 

EJ Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo One 180 

Acoustic Energy Aesprit 309 700 

ALR Entry 2 250 

ALR Jordan Note 3 

ALR Jordan Note 7 

0 AR 520 

AR 15 

0 Arcaydis Concept 2 

ATC SCM10 

ATC T16 

0 ATC SCM20 Sl 

[ill ATC SCM10A 

(!9 ATC SCMSOA Sl 

ATC SCM70A Sl 

1,000 

2,500 

150 

275 

I, 199 

1,000 

1.750 

2,051 

1,299 

7,020 

10,500 

COMMENTS 
An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the pnce; laid-back sound and good looks too 

Real wood heaV'f'l'leight with fine neutrality and dynamic range; could have more brio 

Metal cone standmount has a generous performance envelope, but sound quality was controversial 

Very substantial, with tuneable ABR for better room matching. Sounds good but could be more neutral 

A beguiling Anglo-German collaboration delivers metal-cone precision with fine dynamic range 

Classic standmount might not have the most dynamic sound around, but it's an honest and effe<tive musical communicator 

Neat and chunky walllstandmount certamly knows how to rock and roll, less convincing on the delicate stuff 

Solid oak flomstander is a little lazy sounding, but is well balanced and smooth with modest coloration 

A compact speaker with good transparency but lightweight bass 

Compact active 'home studio monitor' in colourful cast box, with considerable loudness potential 

Not too transparent but has great dynamic grip and bass to die for. Needs a powerful amp 

I 
Stylish, active power houses With plenty of subtlety when required {balanced connection only) 

350 watts of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 

Stylish aluminium casework disguises dynamic grip, tracking and precision that equals the very best 
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• 1/2 

• 

,., 
3 
3 

190 32 • 

190 100 • 

230 100 • 

240 600 • 

250 66 

250 60 

210 40 • 

210 40 • 

245 250 • 

200 250 

295 250 • 

120 32 • 

219 

205 

194 

186 

194 

186 

194 

186 

205 

172 

186 

172 

• • 200 32 • 194 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

200 32 186 

200 32 163 

200 32 • 205 

260 32 • 219 

• • 165 1/R • 172 

• • 2SO 20,000 • 186 

• • 340 90 • 205 

• • 250 60 • 194 

• • 210 60 • 219 

• • 215 60 • 1S6 

• 380 100 163 

• • 330 32 • 219 

• • 247 32 • 205 

e e 192 1/R e 172 

210 64 • 219 

255 150 • 172 

255 150 • 157 

270 120 • 205 

260 N/A 163 

• • 250 40 • 219 

• • 300 24 • 194 

• • 300 32 • 205 

• • 225 40 • 219 

• • 160 40 • 205 

• • 230 32 • 172 

• • • 295 50 • 205 

e e e 347 N/A 163 

• • 24S 32 • 205 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 250 32 • 219 

e 210 FM e 172 

1/2 226 1/R e 172 

252 32 194 

• 280 9,000 • 186 

• 240 9,000 • 186 

SPECIFICATIONS 

19, 36,24 

21,9S,30 

20,33.29 

24.5,37,32 

25,107.32 • 

20,37,28 

22,37,12 

19,90,26 • 

18,38,25.5 

27,45,33 

24,44,33 

23,39,31 

35.71.6,48 

127,40,46 • 

89 

92 

90 

90 

86 

80 

A 

84 

A 

A 

A 

A 

5 

A 

A 

A 

� 
, 
0 

;:: 

30 

25 

28 

45 

25 

65 

45 

65 

45 

38 

20 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

226 

224 

201 

211 

196 

215 

201 

211 

192 

214 

219 

221 

218 

205 
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STEREO SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 Audio Note Al. One 

(TI Audio Note AN-EID 

0 Audio Note AN-J/SPe 

0 Audiovector C2 

0 Audiovector M2 

0 AVI NuNeutron 

0 AVI Biggatron Red Spot 

AVI Positron 

@) B&W DM303 

0 B&W 601 S2 

@) B&W 602S3 

0 B&W 603S2 

B&W CDM-1NT 

B&WCM4 

B&WCDM-7NT 

0 B&W Nautilus 805 

B&W Nautilus 803 

B&W Nautilus 804 

[ill B&W Nautilus 802 

0 B&W Nautilus 801 

0 Blueroom Minipod 

[!] BC Acoustique Araxe 

0 Cabasse Farella 400 

Carlsson OA52.2 

0 Castle Richmond 

Castle Inversion 15 

Castle Stirling 

@] Castle Harlech 52 

Castle Inversion 100 

IT] Celestion A Compact 

� Celestion A 1 

0 Celestion A2 

449 

1,520 

1,675 

799 

1.399 

500 

559 

899 

180 

200 

300 

550 

750 

900 

COMMENTS 
A fine partner for low power valve amps, it delivers music with great gusto and enthusiasm, but also more than its fair share of coloration 

This classic large standmounl might have throwback aesthetics, but it delivers an exceptional all-round sound 

Retro styling but a vigorous and dynamic performer that creates fine musical tension 

Elegant two-and-a-half-way has a big, full bandwidth sound, but midband seemed a little underdeveloped 

High-class, smooth and slightly laid-back performer has driving bass. it's upgradable, too 

A smooth and subtle though pricey sub-miniature, albeit with the inevitable limitations of the breed 

Good bass coherence and timing, but the lean and decidedly forward balance won't be to every taste 

This 'mini·floorstander' is capable of great precision and delicacy, but in a rather small-scale way 

Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass. a fine midband. and a restrained top end 

A smooth and sophisticated standmount combines good drive with fine neutrality 

Large lively standmount with fine bass and low box colour; comprehensively vindicates a timeless formula 

Capable of being driven seriously loud, but the cautious balance seems less happy playing at low levels 

An uncommonly stylish and sonically self-effacing standmount that should be very easy to live with 

Beautifully styled trend-setting floorstander has a big but rather dull sound 

1,250 A very classy floorstander, in sound as well as looks, with fine bass drive, authority and overall neutrality 

1,400 A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and 'unbo)(y', delivering loads of detail 

3,500 Classy looking three-way with impressively deep bass, wide dynamic range and a laid-back balance 

2,500 The prettiest Nautilus has tremendous clarity and imaging but lacks the welly of bigger models 

6,000 Outstanding €)(ample of the high-tech speaker builder's art, needs real power but gives real sound 

8,500 The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 

£249 Blobular styling aside, it's hard not to fall for the Minipod's openness, e)(pression and detail 

1,300 Neat compact flomstander is a very lively communicator, if a little short on deep bass grunt 

950 E)(citing but very upfront-and-in-yer-face sound. High sensitivity, fine build and good dynamic drive 

1,500 Ultra-discreet design integrates cleverly with the listening room. Impressively unboxy, but sounds a bit thin 

250 Tiny real-wood miniature has a lightweight but very coherent sound, a bit in-yer-face but plenty of fun 

425 This striking looking standmount is a good all-rounder, commendably free from bo)(iness 

730 Handsomely veneered compact floorstander with e)(pressive dynamic vigour, but a little hard and unforgiving too 

1,000 Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 

1,975 Large semi-omni design with gorgeous Art Deco styling, sounds open but bass alignment is ill-tuned 

600 Provided the room isn't too large and your tastes not too heavy, this is a charming little number 

899 Rich, warm and laid-back, but a true quality sound; lovely build 

1,500 Full-scale, big sound from ultra-elegant floorstander. Smooth and slightly laid back presentation 

Chario Syntar 100 249 Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or €)(Citing sound around 

Classy-looking standmount has a sweet, easygoing sound with fine midband voicing [I] Chario Hiper 1000 300 

Chario Constellation lynx 550 

Chario Academie Millennium 1 1.399 

[!£) Chario Academie Millennium 2 2,100 

Cyrus CLS70 800 

Cyrus Icon 2,500 

@) Dali 606 

Dali Royal Menuet Mkll 

Dali 8008 

0 Dali Noble 

[TI Dali Evidence 870 

_ D�li �rand Coupe 

400 

429 

540 

1,059 

1,249 

1,333 

400 

Beautiful near-miniature is let down by a midband too laid-back for its own good 

Pretty but pricey, with a smooth even balance but limited dynamic e)(pression 

Price includes stands. A showy speaker that lives up to its own hype 

Wonderfully striking styling, but presence is very laid back; likes playing loud 

First high-end NXT speaker with huge omni-directional soundstage. But they have limited dynamics and unusual imaging 

A big bruiser at a tempting price. Sounds refined and polite. but also packs some punch 

Classy sub-miniature with a beautiful box and fine ingredients. but a little lacking in subtlety and e)(citement 

Deep bass and high sensitivity from a large vinyl-clad floorstander which could have more transparency and tension 

Easy on the eye and the ear but unerringly musical. Some might prefer harder-hitting dynamics and bass 

A real heaV"y'VIIeight, sonically and physically, and good for movies as well as music 

Big sounding standmount with laid-back but dean and informative so�nd 

E)(pensive for a vinyl-covered miniature. but an aristocrat amongst the breed. Is there a better small speaker around for the price? � Dynaudio Audience 42 

Dynaudio Audience 72 

0 Dynaudio Contour 1.3 Mkll 

0 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 Mkll 

Elac CL 102 11 

1,100 Very competent in most respects, but doesn't quite grab the anention; could be more communicative 

Elac Cl 310i Jet 

0 Elac CL 330 Jet 

Eltax liberty 3+ 

Eltax linear Response 

I, 198 

1,842 

599 

Stand-out performer among compad standmounts; neutral, with fine punch and dynamic range 

Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact bo)( 

Chunky floorstander with classy drivers has a neutral, slightly 'shiny' character, and could have more punch 

800 it's pricey, and you can buy bener performance for the money. Small speaker, good sound 

2,500 Arguably the most 'technical'-looking speaker in the world. Design matched by an equally explicit and dynamic sound 

150 Bright, bassy, laid-back and attractively evenhanded, but dynamically challenged. Big bo)( for your dash 

249 A curiously dumpy shape, but smooth. laid-back performer is easy on the ears, with fine tonal accuracy 

TRIANGLE 
Loudspeakers that love music 

Triangle loudspeakers have become regular Best Buy 

winners in the world's top hi-fi magazines. 

Hi-Fi choice recently gave the coveted swinging tag 

accolade to the Antal and Zephyr. And Stereophile 

(USA] likewise gave top marks to the titus and Antal. 

Find out for yourself why reviewers love Triangle . 

Call today for a brochure and dealer list. 
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THE DIRECTORY STEREO SPEAKERS 

STEREO SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

Eltax Chroma Front 

0 Energy e:XL 25 

Energy
_ 
Veritas 2.2 

0 Excei 202A 

@] Epos M12 

Genelec HT206 

0 Heybrook Prima 2 

Heybrook H81 

@] Heybrook Heylette 

@] Heybrook Optima 

[!!] Heybrook Heylios 

Heybrook Ultima 

ITJ Heybrook Duet 

Heybrook Octet 

@] Infinity Alpha 30 

Infinity Alpha 40 

Jamo ESOO 

0 Jamo E 850 

Jamo A41 OPDD 

Jamo 0830 

@] J8L lXl 

J8l TilOO 

J8l SVA1500 

0 J8l 5VA 2100 

J8L LX70 

@] J8l Xti40 

0 JMiab Cobalt 816 

0 JMiab Electra 905 

@] JMiab Cobalt 826 

[ill JMiab Micro Utopia 

IT] JMiab Meuo Utopia 

JPW 201 

KEF Cresta 2 

0 KEF Reference One-Two 

KEF ROM Three 

KEF Reference Model 2 

IT] Keswick Audio Torino 

ITJ linn Kan 

[!] linn Katan Aktiv/LK 140 

[!!] living Voice Auditorium 

� Living Voice Avatar 

@ living Voice Avatar OBX·R 

Magnat Vintage 320 

Magnat Vector 77 

Magnat Vintage 710 

0 Magnat Vintage 720 

Martin-Logan Prodigy 

@] Meridian M33 

Mirage FRX7 

Mirage OM·S 

Mirage OM·10·1 

0 Mission 700 

0 Mission 771e 

0 Mission M71 

@) Mission M73 

Mission 780 

0 Mission 773e 

0 Mission 774 

0 Mission 782 

[!] Mission 775e 

Mission 783 

[!!) Monitor Audio Bronze 2 

0 Monitor Audio Bronze 3 

Monitor Audio Silver Si 

Monitor Audio GR20 

Mordaunt-Short MS902 

� Nairn Intra 

0 Nairn Credo 

� Naim N8l 

0 Neat Critique 2 

@] Neat Mystique Mk2 

0 Neat Neat Petite Ill 

0 Neat Elite 

� Neat Ultimatum MF9 

NHT Super Zero 

@] NHT Super One 

@] NHT 1.5 

0 NHT Super Two 

COMMENTS 
lOO Gorgeous shiny styling package at an ultra-competitive price. suffers from an excess of rather flabby bass 

400 Neat slimline design delivers a fine all-round performance for the price, but could sound smoother 

1,295 Luxury three-way standmount has unusual features, and a very clean, laid-back sound with good bass 

1,795 Very pro-styling, a compact active monitor in BBC tradition- neutral, unboxy and laid-back 

499 Retains the beguiling midband coherence that made the ES12 such a favourite. A genuine class
_
act, sonically and aest�etically 

1,400 Baby active monitor goes very loud for its size. Very neutral but a tad boxy 

159 Great openness, speed and timing. Sounds fresh and vital, though sometimes lacks scale and weight 

180 Good value but an uneven performer, the HB 1 provides plenty of fun with the volume turned well up 

200 

259 

269 

649 

750 

1,800 

lOO 

500 

Attractive traditional-style near-miniature with classy main driver now has fine overall balance to match 

A dumpy ugly duckling with a heart of gold. Deserves a better tweeter, but communicates well 

Classically styled standmount has a fine balance of smoothness and dynamics, plus real wood veneer 

Has the bass wallop to justify its dual hi-li/home cinema roles, but doesn't excite 

Looks slightly old-fashioned, sounds a bit coloured but its fine timing and liveliness serve music well 

Good-looking but pricey floorstander with novel drivers and a fine ceramic-enclosure midband 

Some sharpness and nasality, but fine musical literacy plus a good measure of dynamic expression adds up to a great value floorstander 

Cool hi-tech looks and drivers, but sounds closer to wmpetent than emotionally engrossing 

200 Nicely voiced, open mid band but bottom end is a bit strong and amorphous 

300 A tad bright perhaps. but a cleverly conceived and good-looking speaker at a very reasonable price 

£650 Clean-edged and space·efficient solution with neat wall-mount sub for anyone who wants to move into decent 5. 1 channel sound 

1,400 Dynamically e�citing __ a�d
-�

om�unicative, but lacks bo�� ��oothness and neutrality. Pri�ey too 

250 Invigorating, if a touch crude, this good-hearted speaker reproduces music with enthusiasm 

400 Very substantial standmount knows how to rock and roll, but can sound uncouth on more delicate material 

700 A distinctive Pro-style bi-radial horn tweeter, with a fun sound, enlivened by a juicy bass thump 

1,250 Monstrously large and brutish styling, goes very loud as well as deep. Fine focus but some boxiness 

550 Bassmeister supreme. shame the rest doesn't match up. Fine sensitivity but an itchy, scratchy treble 

500 

860 

1,200 

1,229 

2,749 

7,250 

150 

149 

1,200 

1,500 

1,599 

999 

295 

2,l25 

1,500 

2,500 

4,000 

l50 

450 

800 

1,200 

8,967 

1,495 

550 

l,OOO 

2,000 

llO 

200 

1l0 

200 

299 

Real wood and a cute shape, with a punchy driving bass, and a restrained overall balance 

A little lean, cool and bright, but has righteous dynamic expression and lively communication skrlls 

Compact but massively engineered, delivers a very classy sound with exceptional dynamic range 

Big three-way French floorstander is lively, informative and mostly neutral, if a tad bright 

Superb top-of-the-line standmount with magnificent powers of analysis and communication; no deep bass 

Looks good and sounds even better. A genuinely big speaker with fantastic coherence 

Looks very sharp with shiny silver front and clever grille, but sound is a bit small and midband coloured 

A good-looking value package but sonically disappointing, and no match for the Q15 

limited low bass but bags of headroom. Coherent and lively sound, but could be more transparent 

Definitely a speaker aimed at long-term satisfaction rather than immediate impressiveness. Nice 

Classy, large floorstander that has massive headroofTl an
_� clean mi�·to-treble, ?�t

_
limi�:?

.
?:_:

P
_ 
b�ss 

_ 
Good value. lively contender with distinctive styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother 

Great bass discrimination from size, ensuring a very informative, if slightly shut-in experience 

Too small to have much grunt or loudness, but bright top is very sweet, clean and detailed 

Pretty, compact floorstander has wonderful coherence. high sensitivity and fine dynamic integrity 

Dynamic and highly resolved yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 

Discreet but extremely fine design with external crossover and an affinity with great amps and SOUfces 

Loads of speaker for your money, but the sound is thick. heavy and lacking in presence and authority 

Tall, dark and a lot of speaker for the money. Beautiful balance, but lacking in subtlety and transparency 

Very competent but didn't particularly stand out; distinctive styling and slightly shiny sound 

Slightly crude in some respects but lots of heart, fine scale. decent dynamic coherence and integrity 

Combines the finesse of an electrostatic with the grunt of cleverly engineered cone bass to good effect 

Compact active wallmount packs remarkable dynamic vigour into a very_ 
discreet packaQe

. 
Neat slim floorstander has a heavy, laid-back balance, probably better suited to movie than music reproduction 

A meaty model that goes loud without distortion, digs deep with aplomb and creates plenty of depth of image 

Tall black omni-bi-pole has plenty of bounce and dynamic vigour, but is more room sensitive than most 

A lot of speaker for the money. Good bass weight and extension and goes loud with ease 

Beautifully styled miniature has a delightfully voiced midband, and real wood finish too 

Neat looking and very discreet sounding at a ve
_
ry nice price; experiment for best placement 

Sharply priced and good-looking floorstander. Dynamics are a little limp, but it has a good overall balance. E:.:cellent value for money 

Gorgeous miniature has a fine midband and clean, bright treble, slightly odd bottom end 

400 Beautifully designed slim floorstander could be more neutral but still �elivers an all-round entertaining so��d 

500 Gorgeous floorstander is an entertaining communicator. despite some balance oddities (bright treble) 

699 Ultra-compact floorstander has a glorious midband and slightly odd bass. Good communication skills 

800 Lots of speaker for the money, and musically involving too, if a little short on serious weight and authority 

1,000 Plenty of bass weight, and a clean, articulate midrange, but the two don't quite seem to gel 

180 A real corker, which combines solid material value for money with a fine all-round sonic performance 

270 Very similar to the Bronze 2, though not necessarily better. Good value with better dynamic expression than most of its ilk 

450 Gre�t-looking, sharply-priced real wood floorstander, but bottom end lacks drive and tension 

1, 500 Solid and confident design with all metal drivers and neutral if slightly uninspiring sound 

200 Gorgeous metal-finished budget standmount has a shiny sound to match its looks 

660 Great dynamic range and info retrieval, but thin, lacks warmth 

1,060 Involving sound, but rather forward and cold. Good clarity, but some coloration �nd a lack of richness 

6,648 Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative with an awesome dynamic range and dry, forward balance 

1145 Contemporary standmount has a clean, crisp sound with lovely natural midband voicing 

575 This elegant package delivers a fine overall sound quality; some might find the top end too insistent 

845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures �round 

1, 195 A highly entertaining all-rounder, has a plan�r tweeter that sounds sweet, if not particular!� smooth 

8,500 Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and flne open neutrality 

200 

250 

400 

550 

If tiny size is top priority, the Super Zero is worth considering. lt looks nice and sounds articulate, but it definitely needs a subwoofer 

A fine compromise between size and performance, sensitivity and hence loudness capability is modest 

This compact stan�fTlOUnt sounds much 
_
bi_� ger than it has

_ 
any right to. Good timing and communication skills 

Black and shiny compact three-way floorstander has marvellously even balance and good coherence 

106 I HI·FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I may 2002 

@] BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE 

15,87,31 • 90 25 

46,22,ll 88 4 25 

15,21.5,l6 A A 25 

20,l8,26 86 40 

20,31,24 A A 40 

20,29,18 87 6 50 

21,l8,25 88 50 

19.5,l0,22 88 

22,88,29 • 94 

23.5,36,27 89 

22,97,29 • 89 

23,4l,l0 88 

14,97,l1 

22,86,29 

22,92,ll 

• 

• 

• 

90 

89 

89 

17.S,l3,29 87 

17.5,87,l4 • 86 

Various • N/A 

45 

lO 

25 

45 

11 27 

25 

lO 

20 

lO 

lO 

35 

• 201 

• 22l 

• 214 

• 215 

• • 214 

• 179 

• 207 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

187 

19l 

201 

174 

199 

180 

215 

224 

207 

224 

• 225 

24.5,l8,l2 8B lO • 211 

170 

19l 

174 

180 

18l 

210 

224 

204 

219 

220 

186 

22,40,27 87 

21,41,30 92 

17.5,51,31 86 

37,114,51 • 91 

26.5,94,l0 • 91 

23,82,l1 • 8B 

22,99,29 • 90 

23.5,47,28 90 

22, 10l,l4 • 91 

26,4l,41 89 

35,115,47 • 92 

15.5, 26, 24 86 

20.5,l7,24 91 

22.5,87,35 • 89 

24,100,27 • 90 

2l,10l,l4 • 89 

26, 93,28 • 90 

19,31,19 86 

17,34,23 A 

21.5,98,29 • 91 

21.5,104,17 • 91 

21.5,104,27 • 89 

25,102,30 • 90 

22,115,29 • 89 

20-27,41,l2 90 

29,113,32 • 88 

42,179,71 • 91 

15,l8,22 A 

17.5,95,l2 • 90 

133,30,42 • 90 

23.118,30 • 88 

18,34,26 87 

17,31,22 86 

17, 29, 28 8B 

20,87 .5,l I e 88 

16.5,28,27 86 

40 • 

40 • 

40 • 

<20 • 

33 • 

40 
22 
40 
lS 
50 

4 lO 

4.5 45 

40 

40 

40 

lO 

20 

4 45 

A 40 

25 

40 

45 

20 

lO 

25 

20 

28 

A 45 

25 

22 

20 

40 

45 

4.6 40 

25 

40 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

17.5,88,26 • 92 lO 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

226 

195 

211 

189 

167 

167 

187 

214 

180 

218 

1% 

201 

18l 

211 

180 

204 

214 

204 

206 

210 

179 

207 

226 

215 

201 

• 19l 

18,95,31 • 90 40 • 18l 

16.5,82,28 • 86 9.5 25 

2l , 1 15,30 • 93 25 

20.5,97,ll • 87 20 

18.5,35,27 89 lO 

18.5,87,24 • 90 lO 

20,81,21 • 87 

20,92.5, lO • 89 

18,31,25 

24,89,27 

87 

• 89 

24,89,30 • 88 

29,116,47 • 89 

22,l2,24 86 

20,86,18 • 85 

20,l0.5,20 86 

20,88,18 • 88.5 

22, 150, 40. 88 

14,2l, 14 84 

18.5,29.5,23 85 

18,42,26 85 

18.5.100,26 • 87 

lO 

lO 

45 

lO 

28 

20 

50 

23 

30 

25 

20 

100 

lO 

6 40 

8.5 25 

• 199 

• 204 

• 211 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 207 

• 215 

210 

212 

207 

164 

180 

200 

• 18l 

177 

• 211 

195 

226 

• 

• 

215 

170 

177 

199 



0 BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE 
STEREO SPEAKERS I SUBWOOFERS THE DIRECTORY 

STEREO SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

Oheocha 02-lso-s 

_ Opera Pri�� 
0 Opera SP-1 

� PMC T82 

0 PMC L81 

2,500 
495 
525 
700 
999 

COMMENTS 
Radical aluminium pawn-shaped cabinets combine with multiple drivers to make a subtle and refined sound 
Good-looking hardwood enclosure, plus fine mid and treble, but less satisfadory bass 
SPls make a strong case for serious �-��fi �i_th curv�s._ ��s��P.�� ?�c�-�?-�:-���?-�r_s for ���-�P.�e�_ra_�c�� sou�_d is ��e��· crisp and detailed 
A worthy and prenier successor to the TB 1, which sets a high standard in its size/type class for neutrality and '!?_nsparency 
S�i!l fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic 

� PMCF81 1,275 �-a�?some flo�rst-��?er_�as the livel� coh_�r-��:e_ of �-������-!�-�-way alo_�g_s!?� i�pressiv�-�-a�� �-eig_ht and ��te��ion 
0 PMC AML1 

ProAc Tablette 2000 Si g. 

ProAc Studio 125 

ProAc Reponse 1.5 

QLN Signatur
_
� _ 

3, 700 Sparkling active Pro monitor with serious attitude: 'in yer face' balance, with great dynamics 
899 Beautifully veneered compact standmount is classically balanced, if a l!!tle on the bright side of neutral 

1,000 Pretty if pricey compact floorstander with a beautifully natural and neutral mid band, and some bass thump 
1, 790 Gorgeous but pricey floorstander has lovely midband voicing but limited bandwidth resolution 
1,000 Attractive pyra���?� -����?�-�u�_t_ �it_� -�:?:Y: _ l_ai?_ -ba��-?-���-��e but r�-�ar_����� _un���y-�-u�? ___ _ _ _  _ 

Quad ESL-989 4,600 A very 'different' speaker experience, with magnificent midband transparency and imaging, but limited loudness capability 
Red Rose Music R3 3,500 

0 Rega Jura 450 
0 Rega HA Mk 11 498 
@ Royd Revalation RR2 1, 199 
0 Roksan Ojan 3X 995 
0 Ruark Epilogue

_ 
269 

Ruark Prologue One R 949 
0 Ruark Cl20 1,650 
[I] Ruark Excalibur 7,000 

Compact two-way with lovely veneer and ribbon tweeter: probably the most sophisticated small speaker out there 
Beefy sounding, chunky floorstander sounds very 'direct coupled' to the music, if a touch 'boom'n'tizz' 
Pretty smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 
Pretty little floorstander delivers genuinely deep bass without 'thump'; lovely clean, open midband too 
Innovative low-line, rwo-way flomstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 
Beautifully finished miniature with a lively balance and plenty of charm; best suited to smaller rooms 
Strikingly contemporary compact floorstander is well v�i_c:� but a little le�� -in overall balance 
This punchy rock'n'roller has plenty of drive and enthusiasm, but can sound aggressive 
A big, handsome sp:aker with a big, laid-back but open sound, rocking bass and loads of headroom 

S�quence
_
��

-
300 

Snell K.S 795 
Very affordable pseudo panel offers flexible design options and acceptable sound. Limited bass, though, and doesn't like playin� lo�d 
Classy AV-ready_ stan�mo�nt is v�ry solidly engineere�: S�un_� is neutral but lacks excitement 

� Snell E.S Mk2 1,520 
Snell XA75ps 4,500 
Soliloquy SM 2A3 1,095 
Sonus Faber Concertino 599 
Sonus Faber Grand Piano Home 1, 589 

large floorstander has serious deep bass extension, and also a delicate midband with low coloration 
Active bass floorstander with marvellous mid coherence, slightly suspect bass integration 
Fine match in balance, coherence, transparency and speed. Intended for use with Cary CAD 2A3SE 
A beautifully neutral loudspeaker in a beautiful Italian suit of clothes. Classy, if quite pricey 
Classy walnut'n'leather floorstander witt1 line engineering �nd lovely midband voicing 

Sony 55-LASOOED 340 
Soutfl Coast Speakers L.ancelot 895 

Versatile metal minatures with integral st�nds_ Given a little more bass and a slightly less excitable treble, they'd be ��rd to resist 
Pretty compact standmount has nice ribbon tweeter but sounds a bit soft and lacks dynamic vigour 

0 Spendor 53 600 Beautifully voiced_�nd unt>�?xy sub-miniature lacks some dynamic and loudness capabilities. Best suited to small rooms 
large stand-mount is polite to a fault, but has beautiful 'hear-through' transparency- a genuine classic 0 Spendor SP2/3e 1,295 

� Spendor 59 2, 500 Meaty three way with superb bass and explicit mid- one for detail fans 
Syn Factory U.Yola 1,480 Hefty oval shaped sp:al:._�r_s �esigned to be hung from the c:�ling. Sound is tight and detailed but �- lso a little flat 

� TAG Mclaren f1 

@ Tannoy Dimension TD10 

lliJ Tannoy Dimension 1012 

Tannoy Kingdom 12 

Tannoy mX1
_ 

[!!] Tannoy mX2 

Tannoy Revolution 1 

� Tannoy mX3 

Tannoy mX4 

� Tannoy Revolution R2 

Tannoy Revolution R3 

0 Tannoy ST-100
_ 0 T +A Talis TLS3 

Triangle Cometes 

@] Triangle Zephyr 11 

@] Triangle Antal XS 

lliJ Veritas H3 

0 Vienna Acoustics Mozart 

!I] Waterfall Victoria 

0 Wharfedale Diamond 8.2 

lliJ Wilson benesch Discovery 

lliJ Wilson be����h 
_

Bishop 

Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 

W'dale Diamond 7. 2Annive<sary 

Wharfedale Pacific Pl-20 

Wharfedale Pacific Pi40 

0 Zingali Ove
_
r_t_ure 2S 

15,000 Oddball aesthetics with accurate, unflappable, controlled and consistent sonic neutrality 
5,000 E;(tremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 
6, 500 Art Deco-inspired style plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality- a tour de force 
6,000 Somethrng of a throwback, but great fun, with fine dynamics and authority, but a tricky amp lo�d 
120 
150 
200 
230 
350 
350 
550 

1,200 
1.799 
359 
599 
875 

6,000 
1,500 
1,500 
150 

5,500 
20,000 

140 
200 
350 

S_mooth and very well behaved but a bit dull and unexciting; makes a good surround speaker 
Surprisingly refined considering its very modest price: very communicative with outstanding midband delicacy 
Pretty little mini-monitor is smooth, well mannered and polite to a fault, lacks dynamic expression 
A great all-round compromise at a very modest price, combining good looks with fine midband voicing 
Pretty 2. S-way has a clean and unboxy sound with respectable uansparency, but lacks the dynamic grip and drive to make music really invoMng 
Bargain price real wood floorstander is beautifully voiced and very even-handed, if a tad laid-back 
Handsome real wood lloorstander does a decent job, but lacks the evenness of its smaller R2 brother 
This add-on supertweeter adds a subtle and delicate effect while also broadening the soundstage, but at a price 
Super slim and beautifully engineered metal towers deliver effortlessly musical results with superb imaging. Great maniag_e of style and sanies 
Communicative standmoum has great midband dynamics, but the very bright top end might be intrusive 
loads of fun. Dramatic dynamics and righteous timing will give any hi-li system a wake-up call 
Ugly duckling has a rather tasty sound, with plenty of vigour and excitement 
loads of fun with wonderful dynamic and temporal integrity from horn-loaded lowther drivers 
Gorgeous slimline floorstander sounds very laid-back but very charming, and musically literate 
Glass enclosures go wit�_absolutely an�d�cor.lhe Vict_��i _as _m_a.ke m��ic in a c�nlident and in�ol�ing way, too,_ though bass is detached 
Sonically a bit crude and in yer face, but neat styling and plenty of speaker for your money 
Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 
Deep and even bass sets new standards for cleanliness and clarity; lovely open midband too 
A good-hearted, lively and up-front performer that's a linle lacking in subtlety and smoothness 
lively and exuberam, but a tad untidy with it; can sound a bit cold and hard 
Good material value and a decent fun factor, though a somewhat wayward balance compromises neutrality 

500 _A lot of speaker for t��-mo_ney, but bass is unruly, even i _n_ �.larg_�-sized roo�. The smaller Pi30 might give a better bottom-end balance 
1,975 Gorgeous, pricey, imposing standmount has a horn tweeter of great delicacy. Impressively weighty 

SUBWOOFERS 

Jamo DSSUB 

M&K MX70 

M&K MX700 

0 Monitor Audio ASW100 

0 Paradigm POR-10 

Polk PSW430 

0 REL Storm Ill 

__ Rf:L
_
Q_400�

---
__ 

� REL Stadium Ill 

0 REL Strata Ill 

COMMENTS 
650 Tuneful and dynamic sound with music or movies from this compact sub which comes with handy infrared remote control 
BOO Adequate performance, but misses the mark at the price 
950 Pretty but pricey, the DBSUB packs plenty of punch (for movie fans), but doesn't delve deep enough for music replay 
795 Cutely compact and entertaining too, but lacks the ultimate extension to justify its high price 

1,595 Fine dynamic sound with music or movies. Compact unit but expensive and short on features 
F_�r_!h_� price_!his <:_?mpact subwoofer �erfor_med well 
Not much grip, drive or authority, but it doesn't get in the way _and it is very_ cheap 
A lot of subwooler for your money, but lacks deep grunt �nd is more movie �han music oriente� 

- --------------------
300 
150 
400 
900 

1,000 
1,500 
800 

Excellent sub with po�_erful, detailed and deep bass. Co�prehensive facili�i�-s�_including flexibl�- f�lter adjustment 
_!'._<:_�ss system, and_g?_od for movie�,_ b���_ as a �end���-!? thicken textures and add a bit too much 'thump' t?_���!c 
it's a bulky piece of furniture but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 
A little more bottom octave might have been preferable, but in terms of agility and coherence this is a fine hi-fi subwoofer 

37,94,37 • 89 30 

19,34,31 90 40 

16,29,23 86 50 
20.40.5,31 88 30 

17.5,53,26 87 6.5 40 

20,105,31 • 88 
20,40,32 A 

19,36.26 87 

20,94.28 • 87 

19,98,25 • 86 
27,37.36 • 83 

67,134,32 • 83 
20,40.5,26 87 

22.5,97.5,76 • 90 
30,80,20 • 87 
19,89,18 • 85 

28.79,46 • 84 

17,29.23 87 

17.5,93,28 • 88 
23,93,34 • 90 
30,125,53 • 90 
25,100.7 • 86 

22.46,30 87 

22,109,30 • 89 
28,117,50 • 91 

35.5,19,30 91 

21,32,29 87 
23.5,29,108 • 90 
17,25,19 89 
19,36,26 84 

16.5,30.5,21 82 
28,55,33 88 

24,99.8,38 • 90 

21.42.21 80 

40,127,48 • 87 

35,101,37 • 91 
42,126,41 • 92 
54,106,46 • 92 

16.5, 30,22 

18.5,33,25 

17,30,22 

18.5,87,26 • 

18.5,96,26 • 

17,94,24 • 

18.5,103,28 • 

15,10.5,6 • 

15,130,17 • 

22,40,29 

22,94.29 • 

22,108,30 • 

30,\10,47 • 

17,97,30 • 

21,100,21 • 

21, 36.5, 25 

23,47,38 • 

23,161,5£1 • 

19,29.5,23 

19,29.5,24 

22,95,28 • 

87 
89 
86 
90 
89 
90 

89 
95 
90 
91 
91 
92 
104 
88 
90 
86 

89 
88 
88 
87 

22,113.36 • 89 
30,57,38 90 

41,37,29.5 • 

e A 

45.5,41,45.5 e A 

37,32.30 • 

e A 

32.32,34 • 

34.5,36.42 • 

38.5,45,46 • 

41.5.62.33 • 

39,42,43 • 

59, 56,39 • 

42, 52,33 • 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

20 

A 25 

30 
28 
35 
25 
38 
46 

25 

40 

20 

20 

47 
25 

38 

30 

45 

25 

20 

25 

45 

30 

25 

55 

45 

30 

50 

37 

45 

25 

38 

2.5 23 

4.5 

4 
8.5 

7.5 

28 
40 

45 

30 

40 
20 
20 
28 

N/A 

30 

42 

25 

40 

50 

25 

45 

30 

45 
520 

45 

40 

25 

25 

25 

35 

20 
30 

25 

27 

25 

25 

18 

16 

16 

20 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

217 
190 
225 
211 
199 
204 
214 
204 
192 
219 
167 
213 
219 
193 
139 
221 
167 
183 
204 
219 
186 
225 
190 
211 
194 
196 
193 
214 
225 
199 
224 
219 
223 
225 
202 
215 
225 
213 
226 
207 
187 
201 
215 
193 
199 
206 
225 
193 
190 
219 
191 
199 
225 
226 
212 
189 
169 
187 
224 
215 
195 

225 
225 
210 
210 
225 
225 
210 
210 
225 
217 
217 
210 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 

comfortable and relaxing environment 0 

Do you want friendly and helpful.advice 
(and a cup of tea) 0 0 ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) 0 0 ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD. 0 ? 

? 
0 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 
Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranle'igh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 
Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hooly,- Horsham, Ki�gston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 
(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 
Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge; Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, 
Epos, Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Primare, PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rotel, Tag McLaren, Target, 
T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems)'& Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms \�here you 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 
selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/ or repair on the premises all the 
above brands (and others also). 

We are at 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 
(by the traffic lights- adjacent to Yates Wine Lodge) 

01483 504801 • 01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch o American Express • Diners Club o Open Monday - Saturday 9am-6pm (later by appointment) 



@J BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE SUBWOOFERS I MUL TICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKERS THE DIRECTORY 

SUBWOOFERS 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 REL Q50 

0 Ruark log-Rhythm 

@) Ruark CLJOO 

Soliloquy 510 

COMMENTS 
This good-looking if bulky sub does the business with impressive flexibility and sonic self-effacement 

Adds weight and scale with commendable discretion, making a pos1tive contribution to the whole musical exposition 

Shows what a good subwoofer can do: controlled, detailed and dynamic A delight with music and movies alike 

1,050 I Pretty subwoofer. cosmetically matching SM 2A3 speakers. pricey and mid-bas� a bit strong 

SATELLI TE & SUBWOOFER SYSTEMS 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 AEAego1 

IT] Bandor Trident 11 
0 Boston Micro 90 

IT] Cabass� Jupiterllo 

KEF KM$1002 

Mission FSZ 

NHT Super Zero/Sub One 

IT] Ruark V ita 100 

300 

776 

650 

1,130 

499 

4SO 

1,000 

900 

COMMENTS 
Not quite a serious hi-fi speaker system, but a seriously fun type produd for all that (19x35x27cm sub) 

Loudness is limited, but overall sound is impressively homogeneous and coherent (31x46x31cm sub) 

Lacks warmth but the midband is smooth and impressively evenhanded (37x36x39cm sub) 

A sub/sat combo that really competes with proper stereo speakers. Striking styling and stereo imaging (40x43x41 cm sub) 

Looks the business, but lacks deep bass and the presence/treble is also too restrained (32x36x32cm sub) 

Intriguing NXT speaker technology has minimal visual impact. and lacks dynamic precision (32x47x2Scm sub) 

I 
Decent enough, but not the prettiest nor the best value around for music replay- one for movie fans (40x41x42cm sub) 

Not the cheapest sub/sat, but certainly one of the most accomplished, sonically and visually (30x42x30cm sub) 

42,53,31 

43.43.43 e A 

60,S1.5.40 • 

51,30.5,46 e A 

11,13,10-11 

10,17,14 

15 diam 

13.13,14 

13.5,18.4.5 

14,13,14 

11,10,17 

88 

94 

85 

86 

B4 

86 

<10 

15 

4S 

25 

28 

30 

4S 

40 

30 

40 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

210 

110 

11S 

196 

118 

118 

118 

118 

118 

118 

118 

118 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

• 

MULTICHANNEL SPEAKERS & PACKAGES 
STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

350 High value floorstander has deep and even bass and a smooth neutrality thereafter 19,90,25 • 90 [!!] Acoustic Energy Aegis Three 

Acoustic Energy Aesprit pkg 

0 B&W LCR6 

1,230 Could sound more exciting, but imaging, solidity and neutrality all impressive. Poor centre magnetic shiel�ing var var 90 

349 Large, gutsy standmount intended for all-round AV use delivers fine performance as a stereo pair too 20.5,55.32 90 

[§ B&W 600 53 package 

B&W Nautilus package 

0 Castle package 

900 Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. Decent size. high quality drivers in standmount enclosures still make sense, \Nhatever the prevailing fashion var 89 

Dali Blue system 

Definitive Technology BP2X 

6,500 Th1s classy, laid-back package is arguably too good for current programming. Very bulky centre speaker 

1, 199 Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard 

1,007 Incorporates some
. 
interesting ideas. and dece

_
nt value for money too, but a rather movie-oriented package 

595 Pricey but etfedive bi·polar surround speaker. with unusually high sensitivrty 

Definitive Technology BP2004 1,700 Pricey bi-polar flo�rstander has a fine f!�}d�an
_
� . �e� down by its built-in powered subwoofer 

Dynaudio LRIC 120 

Infinity Alpha package 

Jamo E8 package 

Jamo Concert package 

[!!] JBL Xti·series package 

0 JMLab Cobalt package 

KEF Q·series package 

Mirage OM-series package 

0 Mission 7705 

Mission M package 

Mission Cinema 8 package 

Polk RTE 1000p 

Monitor Audio Silver series 

0 Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 

0 PM( FB11TB1 package 

0 Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 

0 Spender package 

[!!] Tannoy mXAV4 package 

[!!] Tannoy Saturn S6LCR 

[!!] Tannoy Saturn S6 

0 Wharfedale Pacific package 

439 Slim centre and front standmount, has an evenhanded but rather laid-back balance but lacks drive 

833 Distindive high tech styling, fine build and advanced drivers. Sounds thoroughly competent, but didn't excel 

775 A tad bright for some tastes. and without quite the grip and drive to make the most of multichannel material 

2,500 Lovely main speakers sonically overshadow the centre, while surrounds are a bit obvious too 

1,190 Hexagonal boxes all r��nd, th1s package has decent authority and all round tension 

1. 707 A little lean and bright. but with righteous dynamic expression and lively communication skills 

880 Cleverly designed, vinyl-finished UniQ package packs a goodly thump but centre and surrounds stand out 

2,000 B1g black and bouncy package with omni fronts has plenty of vigour but some coloration 

199 Neat flush-mount surround speaker has no bass but a smooth midband and nicely restrained treble 

480 

1.400 

1.300 

1,000 

1,600 

1.485 

93B 

1,630 

500 

400 

500 

700 

A very inexpensive and good looking system, but the surround bits are better suited to movies than music 

Beautrfully styled and cleverly designed package. but could have more grunt and drive for the price 

Tall elegant tower with built·in powered bass 'subwoofer' that needs using with discretion. Bright but engaging 

Great-looking conventionally styled package lacks something in dynamic drive and tension 

Good value vinyl THX Seled package with Power Towers. Good authority but must be 5.1-connected 

Classy if bulky and pricey package has good transparency, coherence and weight 

Classy real wood package does a good all-round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight 

Ultra-tinies lack some dynamic and loudness capabilities, but beautiful voicing and freedom from boxiness; best suited to smaller rooms 

Lacks grunt, grip and authority, but smooth and refined with seamless surround coherence 

I 
A punchy compact standmount based on a seriou

_
s cast-frame, pro-style dual-concentric driver 

Fine value vmyl floorstander offers plenty of genurne grunt and real dynamic tensron 

I Plenty of loudspeaker for the money. Balance is somewhat wayward but unquestionably entenaining 

CENTRE CHANNEL SPEAKERS 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 Acoustic Energy Aegis Centre 140 

B&W Nauti1us HTMl 1,500 

Castle Keep 2 50 

0 Definitive Technology CLR2002 595 

Jamo Concert Center 550 

@) JBL Xti10C 

KEF Q95C 

Mirage OM-C2 

0 Mission 77C 

Mission 78C 

Monitor Audio Silver Centre 10i 

0 Mordaunt·Short MS 504 

0 PMC TB2M/C 

Polk CS 1 OOOp 

0 Rega Senta 

@] Tannoy mXC 

[!!] Tannoy Saturn S6C 

100 

100 

600 

199 

350 

300 

100 

31S 

999 

18S 

100 

100 

COMMENTS 
Good value centre-front speaker but a tad shut in and with a slightly obvious top end (price per speaker) 

Very bulky for a centre speaker. though very capable too- a little less laid back than its siblings 

Substantial centre-front speaker based on Harlech drivers but with rather brighter voicing 

Pricey, but undoubtedly one of the better centre-front speakers around, with fine timing and open voicing 

A decent balance match but lacks the class and grip of the Concert Ss. and is bulky and pricey too 

An elegant, cleverly designed centre and a good match for the 40s. Bener value than most too 

This artfully designed UnrQ centre looks much better than most on top of the TV set 

Large but discreet omni-bi-pole matches OM-1 0-1 well but lacks tight focus, and seems expensive 

A good centre-front match for 77-series, the triple tweeter might be a curiosity, but voicing is very good 

Makes a good visual and sonic match for the 782, but quite pricey by comparison. given the ingredients 

Neat and good-looking panner to the Silver Sis, but a little more forward, and quite expensive too 

Sman yet discreet and a good match for the 502. Sounds clean and expressive, and is well priced 

This bulky centre speaker is quite pricey, but it combines good transparency with some authority 

Monstrously l�_
rge and heavy centre-front speaker, presumably for those with monstrous intentions 

The very compad Senta is sensibly prrced. a bit bright maybe, but articulate and expressive 

Could be more exciting, but a very impressive centre speaker at an unusually reasonable price 

A punchy compad standmount based on a serious cast-frame, pro-style dual-concentric driver 

var var n/a 

var var 85-90 

var var 88-93 

23,37,15 94 

19,104,3 I e 91 

16.5,57.31 89 

var var 84-89 

var var 86 

var var nla 

var var n/a 

var var 88-90 

var var n/a 

var var n/a 

34,26,12 92 

var var 88 

var var nla 

10,110,35 • 91 

var var n/a 

var n/a nia 

var var n/a 

var var nia 

var 82-86 

var var n/a 

21,38,29 89 

11,89,19 • 91 

var var 87 

46,17,20 

76,37,30 

48,17,29 

55.5,17.5.31 

55,22,30 

51,19.5.27 

40,17.17 

64,18.5,31 

42,17,21 

45.17,19 

50,17,21 

50,19,20 

40,20,31 

87,22,35 

32,16.21 

42,16.21 

38,21,29 

11 • 198 

23 var var 224 

20 • 198 

12 • 124 

20 

18 

• 110 

• 224 

22 var var 224 

120 • 198 

18 

1S 

10 

30 

30 

40 

21 

25 

10 

110 

15 

30 

15 

30 

2S 

20 

15 

30 

10 

15 

20 

15 

50 

30 

45 

40 

100 

so 

110 

so 

100 

100 

100 

120 

so 

• 

• 

• 

• 

var 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

15 • 

120 

110 

15 • 

198 

198 

• 124 

114 

• 110 

• 110 

114 

• 110 

• 110 

e 19B 

var 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

114 

110 

19B 

210 

110 

110 

110 

124 

110 

198 

198 

114 

19B 

110 

198 

19B 

110 

• 110 

• 110 

• 210 

• 198 

• 210 

• 210 

• 210 

• 110 

198 

• 110 

• 110 

19B 
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THE DIRECTORY PERSONAL STEREOS I INTERNET AUDIO I TURNTABLES 

PERSONAL/INTERNET 
PERSONAL STEREOS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Aiwa HS-PX307 

0 Aiwa AM-HX50 

JVC XL-PG31 

30 
IBO 
60 
2SO 

COMMENTS 
So-so sound but an i�e�������-feat�res r?st�!� _De��n�y-�1�: -���!?��----- ------------------
Neat play-back only personal with an impressively full-bodied sound, though shon on detail 
'Challenging' looks and frankly unpleasant sound add up to a player that's best avoided 
The most expensive player here, but its in-yer-face sound and slab-like, heavy design make its value questionable JVC XM-R7005L 

0 Kenwood DPC·X517 

0 Panasonic RQ-SX71 

lOO Clean, funky bass makes for an exciting sound; an attractive pro���ion, if you c�n s����ch t�e looks 
70 A sleek aluminium body, decent sound and superb features 

Panasonic RQ·SX 91 80 
.
�

.
s
-��-�

r-� �ick person
_�
l !?� -�

el
_
l:heeled ca��ett�-�

sers. �ound is rather bright 
0 Panasonic SJ-MR220 

Panasonic SJ-MR100 
0 Philips ACT7SB2 

0 Sharp MD·MTB77H 

0 Sharp MD-MTB88H 

Sony WM·EX404 

0 Sony D-EJ92S 

0 Sony MZ-G7SO 

0 Sony MZ-R91 
0 Sony MZ-R900 

IBO 
2SO 
liS 
230 
230 
3S 

ISO 

200 

2SO 
2SO 

The smallest MD recorder in the world, at the time of writing. Lacks some oomph but fully featured and good value 
Well ��ilt and nicely a�P.?inted, though perfo!��nce is unremarkable at the price 

.. 
A splash-proof body and an entertaining sound- the perfect CD personal for holiday japes 
Pleasantly up-front sounding player in a seq little package, well worth your attention if you like that kind of thing 
An MD personal that's packed with features and delivers a powerful, involving sound 
Super-stylish but sonically flawed, with particularly uncomfortable earphones 

Beautiful design matched with a beguiling sound- a dear Best Buy 

Light, simple to use. and
_�

ith a relaxed and enjoyab�e sound. and with a tuner too r 

A petite and sexy beast
_':""ith good sound and excellent facilities 

Gorgeous little MD personal with a well-balan�_
ed sound. Makes

_ 
great recordings but lac� a little punch 

INTERNET AUDIO 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Aiwa MM·VX100 

0 Creative Labs Digital Jukebox 

(}] OigMedia Music Store 

0 lntel Pocket Concert 

JazPiper MV32P 

LG MF-PD360 

LG AHA-FD770 

�ogix ��01}�--

0 Neo-25 

Philips eXpanium EXP401 

IT] Philips eXpanium EXP103 

Philips Rush SA 126 

IT] Pine O'Musit 

Pontis SPS04 

0 Rio SOO 

0 Rio600 

0 Rio BOO 

0 Samsung Yepp Y P -30S 

Sanyo SSP·PD7 

Schneider MPMan F20 

Smart - MP31lis<: Player 

Sony NW-MS7 

SonyNW-MS9 

0 Sony MDC-PC3 

0 Thomson Lyra Personal Jukebox 

130 

349 

3SO 

171 

12S 

130 

200 

219 

420 

ISO 

190 

2SO 

120 

ISB 

190 

169 

300 

200 

2SO 

99 

119 

249 

300 

3SO 

300 

COMMENTS 
Aiwa's expenise in the personal stereo field is visible, but perlormance is only average 

Smartly designed high-capacity portable with storage fOf over 1,000 tracks 

Innovative CD/hard drive combo with optional solid state portable. MP3 with or without a computer 

Big, substantial sound and large 128Mb built-in memory, but no exp�nsion slots 

First W<!lle player that looks good but sounds bright. Includes voice recording and phone OOok features 

Good-looking and temptingly affordable, but features and performance are nothing spe<ial 

Cassette and solid state personal in one - llOVel idea, poor exe<ution 

-
���!� �P3 player t�t_uses lomf>9a Clik! discs for storage. Chunky but quite effective, and discs are much cheaper than memory cards 

Sparsely equipped but e
.
f!i

.
ci�nt hard drive ponable with an exceptionally high potential capacity. Average in the sound department 

Neat little personal that plays Scm CO-R discs, two-thirds the size of regular COs. Use your computer's CD writer to burn on MP3s 

The best MP3-CD personal. at least at the time of v.n-iting ... An effective solution for MP3 �the move 

Sound is a little thin and wishy-washy, and the fiddly controls and lack of remote make it difficult to use 

Good build, solid sound and a voice recording mode make this a good first-time buy 

Not the best aesthetically, but exceptionally good MP3 sound 

Well featured and a strong performer, though new_ g�-�
r�!i?_

n Ri� ���':' n?W arrived 

Neat design, stroog luture-proofrng, gocxl features and sound. Only its memory lets it down 

If you're interested in solid state. this player's great sound and ease of use make it wonh a look 

Tiny MP3 player with a solid, punchy sound. Some limitations but a cool design 

Cute but pricey Wlth limited supplied memory, but sound is good and it's one of the frrst to employ AAC coding 

The mrld's first MP3 per�nal. Basic but still good value 

CD personal that also plays MP3 tracks burnt onto CO-R discs 

A gorgeous little personal using Sony's Memory Stick. storage. Good but pricey 

l's <p size,..; sim;*ity on its side, lxJt rt's l.I>ITon\ lxxn'\' sotrd is si<pficant}j beb.v par 

A Mini Disc deck W'hich hooks to a PC. Introduces cheap and flexible MD media to the world of MP3 

Neat ponable with a big l OGb capacity- enough for 1000s of MP3 tracks. Some control foibles but sounds good 

RECORD PLAYERS 
TURNTABLES 

STATUS PRODUCT 
0 Audio Note TT1/ARM1 S94 

� Avid Acutus 4,995 

Clearaudio Reference 3,990 

0 DNM Rota 2 S.600 

0 Dual CS41S-2 160 

Dual CS 45S. 1 220 

0 Dual 505-4 UK 2SO 
0 Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,9SO 

0 Linn LP12 Basik 1,100 

IT] Unn LP12 lingo 1.750 

Moth Alamo 285 

EJ Michell Orbe SE 1,72S 

D NAD S33 220 

[] Notts Analogue Spacedeck/Arm 750 

COMMENTS 
Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high-end performance at an affordable price 

Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings, don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 

Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail, but can sou�-
�

-
��?. 

Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on its own table 

No denying it's cheap and cheerful. but it does what it's paid for happily enough 

Neat record player with automatic convenience (and 78rpm), but doesn't match simpler manual rivals sonically 

Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph 

Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended 

Trails the fu11LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still top rank 

The classic reference is improved by the lrngo, but charming character remains 

B<Jsical!y a Rega P2 with <1 Perspex platter: doesn't seem to justrfy the price difference 

A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best <Jt vinually any price 

Sonically a little crude, but musically satisfying results at a very modest price 

No frills, just a first-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

Cassette 

Mini Disc 

CD 

MiniDisc 

CD 

Cassette 

Cassette 

MiniDisc 

MiniDisc 

CD 

Mini Disc 

Mini Disc 

Cassette 

CD 

Mini Disc 

Mini Disc 

Mini Disc 

'i<>dSlate 

Hard DrM! 

CDIHD 

Solid State 

Sd<JState 

Sd<JS�ate 

SS/Cass 

Clik! Discs 

Hard Drive 

Mini-CD 

CO 

SdtdState 

SdtdState 

SdtdSlare 

SddState 

Solid Stale 

Solid State 

Solid State 

Sd<JState 

Sd<JState 

CD 

SdtdStale 

Sd<JState 

Mini Disc 

Hard Disc 

• 

• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 

• 

• • 

• • 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

204 

204 

216 

216 

216 

204 

204 

223 

204 

204 

216 

223 

204 

216 

216 

204 

223 

204 
Agnostic USB S.7GB 208 

MP3 USB S.4GB 208 

MP3MJMA USB 128MB 223 

e MPJ PRl 32MB 19S 

e MPJ USB 32MB 20B 

e e MPJ PRL 32MB 204 

• 

• 

MP3MJMA USB 

MP3 USB 

e MP3/AAC USB 

40MB 213 

lOGB 213 

223 

MP3 213 

e MP3 USBIPRL 64MB 216 

e MP3 PRL 32MB 19S 

e MP3 USB 32MB 204 

e MPJ USB 64MB 19S 

e />gr:sk USB 32MB 208 

e e Agnostic USB 64MB 216 

e MP3 USB 64MB 223 

e MP3/AAC USB 32MB 213 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

MP3 PRl 

MP3 

MP3/ATIW3 USB 

l-.f'l!ATIW3 US8 

1-.f'l!AlRAC USB 

MP3/MP3Pro U58 

32MB 19S 

20B 

64MB 208 

64MB 216 

213 

lOGB 223 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

203 

194 

144 

144 

214 

203 

103 

91 

103 

91 

214 

192 

203 

IS9 



0 BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED � EDITOR'S CHOICE TURNTABLES I CARTRIDGES THE DIRECTORY 

TURNTABLES (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

D Pro-ject 2 

Pro-ject Classic Cherry 

P!o-ject Perspect!ve 

0 . Pro-je� 
_
6/�umiko 

ID Rega P2 

0 Rega P3 

� Rega Planar 25 

D Reson RS1 

[I] Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 

[ill SME Modei1DA 

� SME Model 20.2A 

(ill Thorens T0166 VIIUKIRB 

Thorens T0146 VI 

Thorens 102001 

0 VPI HW19 Junior 

0 Well Tempered Re<ord Player 

� �11 Tempered Reference 

COMMENTS 
3DO Remarkably effective at the price, with decent timing and a generally well defined sound 

450 A great-looking turntable with a generous and dynamic sound, but lacks something in overall coherence 

750 Flexible facilities and competitive package, but performance of turntable alone is behind the best 

850 
-���·�_

think of this as a deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi- it's that good 

198 Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away 

298 Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail 

619 Great-looking turntable has a silky smooth sound with exceptional midband coherence 

600 Supplied set up and ready-tuned, this unconventional deck is packed with midband detail 

890 Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight 

3,333 

<1,863 

40D 

55D 

Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly built 

Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. !ne V arm 

Refined, solid sound with well-focused imagery; suitable for use with good MM/MC budget cartridges 

Tonearm not quite up to turntable's potential: this semi-auto is much pricier than manual TD166 

700 Balances convenience and sound welL but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled 

650 A notably large and handsome turntable with good sound quality and considerable upgrade potential 

850 Intriguing and challenging. Musically not ideal, but its limpid quality and lack of artificiality set standards 

5,500 Superb mechanical stability and unflappability result in a clean reproduction 

CARTRIDGES 

STATUS PRODUCT 
[ill Allaerts MC18 

� Audio Technica AT110E 

Audio Technica AT-OC9Ml 

[ill Clearaudio Signature 

Denon Dl103 

� Denon Dl304 

0 Oynavector OV·20X L 

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 

0 �vector XX·1L 

[!] Oynavector Te-Kaitora 

� Oynavector ORT XV-1 

Goldring 1006 

0 Goldring 1012GX 

0 _ Goldring 1D22GX 

[!] Goldring Eroica LX 

Goldring 1042 

_
����ring 

_
E���e 

Goldring Excel VX 

0 Grado Prestige Black 

� Grado Prestige Gold 

Grado Reference 

London Decca S Gold 

lyra lydian Beta 

0 lyra lydian 

� Lyra Helikon 

lyra Parnassus D.C.t 

[ill Ortofon 510/P 

0 Ortofon MO Turbo 

§] Ortofon M�
_
1S Super 11 

Ortolon MC25E 

Ortofon MC25FL 

§] Ortofon MC 10 Supreme 

Ortofon MC30 Supreme 

[!!] Ortofon Rohmann 

0 Ortofon MC300011 

Ortofon MCSOOO 

COMMENTS 
1,295 Highly capable and entertaining Belgian cartridge that warrants the finest turntable and phono stage you can afford 

28 ____ __ E
_�::�:-��p��-��m-

��ce
_
!or �.�ice, �i�� J ittle ���:_!ha� som: mild �-

olor��ion 
_
and a 

_
_ tou�� of

_
ha!dness at high level�---

330 A w:!l-finished ca
_
rtridge ����

-� �ound
_
!�at'� smoo�h!y detailed, but

_
also r���er _un�:itin9 

1,495 A great all-round performer with fine dynamic vitality and a seductive midband intimacy 

100 Good performance in bass and good 'life' Is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle detail 

200 Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch altogether, and a bargain at the price 

299 Articulate-sounding, with impressive treble resolve, though lightweight at times. Needs a high-quality turntable and arm 

450 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent 

998 Ve
_
ry clear, very detailed; a response �ift 

-��ound 20kHz seems to do no ha�� 
1,698 A re� � smoothie, but pricey. Worth checking out for its delic�!e laid-back transparency and low needle-talk 

2,500 Capa�le of conjuring one of the most tactile. three dimensional sound stages on the vinyl planet. Extremely entertaining 

70 

79 

99 

11D 

12D 

22D 

S2S 

49 

149 

995 

Disappointing sound, marred chiefly by persistent harshness which affects all but very quiet music 

Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency coloration apparent 

A5 with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved 

Not the most subtle camidge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 

Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though 

The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound is not the cleanest 

Good bass drive but dull and imprecise higher up. An old-fashioned sound that falls short of the true high end 

Capable of admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 

Rich-sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge 

loads of tracking headroom but treble is limited. A prospect for mid-oriented valve amp users 

399 Immediate and detailed, but coloured and non linear, with a questionable effect on records 

599 A thoroughly enjoyable cartridge- smooth, agile and dynamic in character 

649 Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed 

1095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 

1,895 A real little jewel of a canridge, with many good qualities, but handicapped by a rather too obvious treble peak 

38 For the price, a good blend of virtues - weight, clarity and neutrality 

130 Bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle- take it as it comes 

130 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and dose-up 

180 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 

250 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP 

300 A full and cultured-sounding cartridge, with collective attributes far outweighing its shortcomings 

525 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings 

1,000 A class act in nearly every respect, with fine groove security and a vert smooth and even-handed sound 

1,100 A real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere- one of the very best 

1,500 limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 

Rega Bias 42 Can sound a little hard and lacking bloom, though often exciting 

0 Rega Elys 8S 

IT] Reson Reca 250 

[!] Roksan Corus Black 130 

� Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 

0 van den Hul MM-1 2SD 

van den Hul OOT-11 600 

0 van den Hul MC-10 7SD 

[!] van den Hul MC -One 900 

[!] van den Hul MC-Two 1,200 

[!] van den Hul Frog 1,500 

IT] van den Hul G' hopper IIIGLA 2,800 

0 Wilson benesch Matrix 786 

UJ Wilson benesch Carbon 1,573 

Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is more detailed, accurate and convincing 

If you're a her a high-quality moving magnet cartridge, they don't get much better than this 

Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised 

A no-nonsense perlormer with engaging musical properties- one of the best around for less than £300 

If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through 

Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DD T-U is a bit lazy 

A neutral, balanced perlormer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 

This extends all the positive qualities of the 10, but adds greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money 

MC -Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

Seems to control/suppress surface noise better than its rivals. This delicate and subtle performer has great charm 

Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available. !t has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive 

Carbon fibre body conHibutes to a delightfully clean and open midrange, and a quick, lively and coherent sound 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

33145 • • 

33145 • • • 

33145 • 

33145 • 

33145 • 

33145 • • 

33145 • • 

33/4S • 

33145178 • 

• • 

33/4S • 

33/4S • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3314S • • 

3314S • • • 

33145 • • 

33145 • • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0.25 

0.15 

0.25 

0.25 

DJ 

6.S 

6.5 

6.S 

0.5 

6.5 

0.5 

D.4S 

4 

1.) 

5.0 

0.5 

0.3 

o.s 

0.22 

3.D 

3.3 

0.35 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

0.25 

D.12 

0.12 

5.0 

6.5 

6.5 

2.5 

5.5 

DJS 

0.4 

D.4 

0.4 

D.65 

0.4 

O.S8 

0.4S 

8.6 

5 .3 

12 

8.S 

13 

6 

6.5 

1D.S 

s 

11 

11 

10.7 

10.7 

B.5 

10 

10 

6.3 

7.6 

6 

203 

192 

138 

214 

214 

2D3 

1S9 

159 

195 

186 

103 

203 

159 

203 

136 

205 

203 

214 

192 

17S 

1D3 

103 

192 

158 

84 

17S 

2D8 

214 

85 

8S 

84 

91 

1D3 

17S 

214 

158 

17S 

84 

192 

158 

21S 

175 

B5 

103 

103 

139 

139 

192 

158 

175 

84 

91 

214 

67 

192 

91 

192 

103 

158 

60 

60 

72 

175 

122 

1S8 

175 
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THE DIRECTORY TONEARMS I EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS I SPEAKER STANDS 

TONEARMS 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 Kuzma Stogi Ref 

0 linn Ekos 

0 Rega RB250 

� Rega RB300 

[!] Roksan Tabriz Basic 

0 SME Series IV 

0 SME Series V 

COMMENTS 
1,250 Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

1, 500 Superb, state·of-the-art design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths 

109 The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet. detailed and natural 

174 Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables 

350 Targeted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases- a touch bright though 

983 Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration 

1,461 Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price 

STANDS &. SUPPORTS 
EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
Aavik C4 

0 Aavik Furniture A4 

Apollo Symphony 

Apollo Soprano 

Apollo Meuo Soprano 

0 Atacama Europa 

0 Atacama Equinox 

D Audiophile Furniture Base 

[}] Avid lsoschelf 

[§ Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt 

Custom design E'lite E4 

0 Custom Design Aspect650 

0 Elemental Audio lsotube X4 

Kestrel Furniture Nightingale 

Mana 4-tier 

Projekt Furniture A4 

0 Quadraspire Q4 

0 Quadraspire Q4 Reference 

Sonus System Elite 

Sound Organisation Z545 

0 Sound Organisation ZS60 

Sounds
_
tyle XS 100 

Soundstyle Radius SRlOO 

[] Standesign Design 4 

lE] Towshend Seismic Sink Stand 

COMMENTS 
200 Attractive wood finish stand with a very large footprint but sound is a little coloured 

350 Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 

245 Simple steel and glass stand which majors in excitement factor but lacks precision 

275 Uninspiring looks and sonic performance that can be beaten at this price 

340 Heavyweight contender packing a big sonic punch. looks cool. but can contribute a bit of character 

240 Stylish, expandable modular design with agreeable full-bodied sound- great value 

280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 

615 Price is justified by 1ts earth-shattering sonic abilities- a worthy upgrade 

1,100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration if a little fiddly to set up 

550 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well damped design. Its performance makes the price tag seem rather good value 

250 Fairly laid back for a glass/steel rack. Just loses out sonically to the competition 

270 Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 

849 A hefty stand that demonstrates just how much difference a good support can make 

495 Well engineered furniture quality rack with thoughtful extras. Large with pleasing but not winning performance 

500 The ultimate statement in steel and glass; adds resonance in a way you'll love or hate 

215 An elegant support stand that blends m to any home environment with a laid-back sound 

280 Simple but modestly effective and very attractive 

480 Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 

330 Rather ugly and seems to offer little over and above cheaper steel and glass stands 

160 

195 

270 

280 

190 

900 

Budget price and great looks make this a great value stand 

Excellent value rack, 5 shelves too! Well balanced and under £200 

Less character than other similar strands, but sound is somewhat short on transparency 

Stylish looks and a smooth sound 

An all-1n-one support at a budget price with good sonic performance 

Serious resoiUiion and stunning Isolation from a1r decoupled self levelling design. If you have the cash, buy one 

SPEAKER STANDS 
STATUS PRODUCT 

Alphason Akros 11 60D 

Alphason HDS 

Apollo Olympus 

Apollo A4/6 

� Atacama Nexus 6 

0 Atacama R724 

Atacama R724/Atabite 

0 Cyrus CLSSO stand 

0 Custom Design R/5300 Mkll 

0 Elementallsotube SZse 

Gale t60 

79 

85 

75 

82 

50 

150 

250 

200 

100 

599 

70 

Green Apple Diamond Bevel 225 

0 hne Cableway 399 

0 JPW HS1 120 

0 Kudos SSO 115 

0 M ana Sound Base 17 5 

Mission Stance 100 

Mission Stan<ette 60 

Mordaunt-Short Atlas 90 

� Partington A-4 119 

0 Partington Dreadnought 100 

0 Partington Dreadnought Ult. 299 

Quadraspire QS speaker stand 150 

Russ Andrews Torlyte 

Sonus Systems Excel 

0 Sound Organisation Z522 

Sound Organisation Z524 

Sound Style Select 

Target HM60 

[!] Townshend Seismic Sink 

599 

110 

95 

69 

95 

106 

499 

COMMENTS 
Good-looking, well·equipped with decent ingredients. Evenhanded but lacks dynamic enthusiasm 

A reasonable stand with a smooth but rather bland sound balance. Good finish options 

A popular stand and a decent performer, but unremarkable by today's standards 

A pretty and robust design that sonically fails to stand out from the crowd 

An excellent all-round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 

Atacama uses its market strength to deliver a superbly appointed product at a very reasonable price 

Good basic engineering plus plenty of mass results in a fine-sounding stand at its price 

Unusual combination of style and performance, and a definite contender in the right environment 

A solid stand improving on the original with better focus and detail 

Stands of distinction, able to free the speaker's sound from its box in a way budget stands simply can't 

Neither the least expensive nor the prettiest, and the sound is undistinguished too 

Sounds soh, gentle and somewhat dulled at the top, but takes top honours for style 

Looks great, sounds great, so start saving I Clean. sweet and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 

A purposeful stand, a touch dry-sounding but particularly strong w1th bass. Great for rock and dance music 

Form1dable bass w1th re<ll authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

The Sound Base plinth simply improves the sound of every speaker placed on it 

Detailed and open but needs a firm foundation to give its best 

Smart styling and finish combined with a very low price. Sounds OK considering 

Shiny silver Atlas looks great, but sound doesn't transcend the very basic engineering 

An oddball stand with a sound that's sheer class. More open and focused than most of the competition 

Fully welded high class engineering gives a very dean, open sound at a sharp price 

Super hea"f'Neight stand that is an open window to the speaker placed on it 

Styled to match the company's equipment racks, a very decent sounding stand at a fair price 

Subtle and musical-sounding stands, though a touch more 'pizzazz' is need for Recommendation at this price 

Strong performance when filled with sand but design flaws let it down 

Very hefty build for the price helps deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 

A coherent-sounding stand with particular strengths in the midband, though quality drops at the frequency extremes 

OK but not as good as its cheaper brother the Z522 

A solid and well-built stand laid-back to the point of coma 

Unique inflatable plinth that works well with decent floorstanders as well as standmounted speakers 
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High 

Med 

low 

Low 

low 

low 

low 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

229 

237 

237 

240 

233 

233 

79 

67 

60 

60 

91 

60 

60 

SPECIFICATIONS 

77 

80.5 

73 46.5 

68.5 45.5 

68.5 53.5,44 

67 48.6 

81 50,50 

82 43 

87.5 48 

75 53.5,45 

51 62,51 

66 46 

90 49 

91 62.5,53.5 

87 45 

56 48 

52 49 

51.5 49,39.5 

68 so 

73 46 

92 50,40 

72.5 49.5 

63.5 49.5 

88.5 50.8 

61 53,39.5 

62 

45-60 

40-60 

51,40.51 

60,50 14.5.18 

60 15,17 

61 16, 21.5 

64 17, 19 

61,56,51 16.5,18 

61 23,27 

63 16.5 

61 15 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

63 17, 20 • 

61 19,21 • 

61 15, 20 • 

8 29,32 

60 19,15 • 

60 16.5. 22 • 

53 17.5 • 

50-100 19,22 • 

61 17, 15 • 

63 20.5,23.5 • 

62 14 

61 33.5,24 

65,45 20,22.5 • 

60 16 • 

61 16,17 

59 16,17 • 

40-70 16.5,19 • 

38,48 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

206 

193 

Glass 206 

Glass 193 
Glass 217 

Wood 193 

Glass 217 

MDF 193 

MDF 193 

MDF 217 
Glass 217 

Glass 206 

Glass 193 

Wood 217 

Glass 206 

Wood 193 

MDF 206 

Wood 217 

Glass 206 

Glass 193 

Glass 217 

Glass 206 

Glass 193 

Glass 193 

MDF 217 

220 

189 

189 

202 

202 

1B9 

220 

220 

202 

189 

220 

220 

220 

1B9 

220 

202 

202 

220 

220 

189 

220 

202 

220 

189 

202 

220 

189 

202 

202 

202 



�BEST BUY 0 RECOMMENDED [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE RADIO TUNERS THE DIRECTORY 

STATUS 
0 
0 
0 
� 
0 

� 

0 

� 
� 
0 

TUNERS 
ANALOGUE TUNERS 

PRODUCT 
Cambridge TSOO 

Creek T43 

Cyrus FM7.S 

Denon TU-260l ll 

Oenon TU-1500RD 

Magnum Droalab R11 

Harman Kardon TU940 

leak Trough line - GTA 

Linn Pekin 

Linn Kremlin 

Marantz ST-17 

Marantz ST-48 

Marantz ST6000 

Myryad T-30 

Myryad T-10 

NAD C440 

Pioneer F-504RDS 

Roksan Caspian 

Sony ST-SESOO 

Roksan Kandy KT-1 

Rotel RT-935AX 

180 
399 
400 
130 
250 
499 
179 
300 
545 

2,600 
600 
120 
180 
400 
530 
200 
250 
595 
140 
375 
160 

COMMENTS 
Very capable tuner suited to_g�d and less good reception conditions 
Quality UK-made tuner offering classy sound in all areas at a very fair price 
Beautifully m� a�d presented, with sound that's a small but worthwhile advance over b�dget m�:ls 
The return of the all-time favourite, now enha�ced with RDS and sounding as fi�e as ever 
A well bala�d and dean sound with good bass and �eb�xt�n�ion 

_ A�·an_al?i!_ue tuner: receives weak or tightly packed stations E__ut_!_o� _?Ut on n�e and sonic neu!r�li.!Y_ _________ -1 
Good sou� and particularly good si\!��! recov_:ry__2J_nd�tricky�e_ception conditions 
A renovated classic with a style all of its own coupled with an emotive and gutsy performance 
Smart and high-tech tuner which integrates well with Linn systems but offers less appealing performance �ut of that context 

_ Controversiall�-��od soun� a very high pr� _ 

Great looks, but sound let down by o_p�gueness � to _Pil�t-�on��reakthrough 
A classic budget model which manages a perform� nee only just behind much more expensive models 

_Another bu��et killer from �antz, with sound well �ve its class and_ useful f�tures 
_ Allractive product that produces anractive soun�:_ too: capable o!_::e� mu�!�l perfo�m-�n�!�ith a good aerial 
A very smart unit which wor�_well and ��er�9��d �hm� dr�ve a� v�li� a!beit at a price 
Rather poli!e sound, a linl� v��ue at times, ���;_eldo!f! o�end� but never excites 
Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF performance; slightly disappointing sound 
Neat facia �ith great �l]�no�ics. but �o�d is not rea�ly�ny _b�ner than models at half the price 
A lot of features for the mon_ey, bu� so�nd lacks detail and has so_me coloration 
Well made but sound is a bit lacklustre and lags�:t;,ind some budget models 
�ood e��o�_::��cs and ��d_q_uality ���alistic price, but_li!f!i!.:d_!eatures �-�d _5! selectivity_ __ 

0 __ Sony �T:S��O
- __ 130 ------ �h_::���t budg_:_!_!uner: loads 9.! featu�s, just a trifle_�-- _ --------------------------------------------­

Sony SHAlES 250 
0 Sony STS-B920S 180 

Clean, lean pr��e�tati?!l__��!-���-�s -�-gu_ a��-���� al_ to perform _ at its best 
A little hiss and im�_ge co�r���or�·� ��<_!_fr_�m th:__clean performance of t0�s feature-packe9 !uner -- ----- -
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DIGITAL TUNERS 

STATUS PRODUCT 
0 A':?m _JIIp�a 10 DRT 

0 Arcam DT-81 

Arcam FMJ DT26 

Cymbol C·DAB 1 

Psion Wavefinder 

Radi DAB-606 

Sony ST·D777ES 

0 Technics ST-GTl 000 

� Videologic DRX-601 E 

Videologic DRX-601 ES 

COMMENTS 
800 _ '!h� f�rst _ ��� _t���! _ ��� -� ����-�� :��� _ � �� _ ���-t� -���-���. �Y� !�� �� :���� _ �?_1_ p�_ ���t- __ 
650 A very smart and polished DAB performer 
1,000 Metal-cased version of the Aip�a 10 DAB, not so competitive now DAB prices are dropping 
1,000 The first 'high-end' D�� tu��r, alt�ough format is t�e ultimate limitation. Gorgeous finish 
299 Bizarre-looking DAB tuner !�-��!�-q����� �p�����I_PC to operate- great gadget. sound variable 
199 Nice price, odd product. Awful to use and sounds rather gutless 
550 . Smart and useful with DAB and FM in one box, but neither band really shines 
500 Handy tuner that combines DAB, FM an� AM in one unit and substantially lowers the price bar for DAB entry 

349 T�eaked v���ion of 601 �-� !f!Odifi:9_�g_u_:ncy_ re�pons�_: a -�atter of taste __ 

199 
221 
211 
199 
211 
221 
211 
199 
211 
221 
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HOME ENTERTAINMENT MAGAZINE 
IS THE ULnMATE GUIDE TO DVD AND 
HOME CINEMA. ITS YOUR ONE-STOP 
SHOP FOR TESTS OF THE BEST NEW 
KIT, FEATURES AND REGION ONE DVDs 

IN THIS ISSUE ... 
Our kit-packed April issue puts five 

top-name home cinema projectors 

through their paces- but there's only one 

outstanding winner for the ultimate in 

big-screen home cinema. Also rated: LG's 

massive 60inch plasma screen, Philips' 

stunning new Pixel Plus TV and Pioneer's 

universal DVD player- the first in the 

world to play both DVD-Audio and Super 

Audio CD high-end music formats. 

PLUS ... 
Our top DVD players, all you need to know 

about widescreen TV and how to get digital 

TV for less. And check out the latest DVDs, 

including AI and The Others. 

TIE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO HIM CNMAAND DVD 

Homel:ntertainment 
ISSUE I 02 ON SALE 22.03.02 

www.home-entertainment.co.uk 



BATH/BRISTOL 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 
874728. Give your ears a new ref­
erence point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and try­
ing to put together a system like a 
patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 
around. it's our job to do the 
assessing, you judge the results. 
Come here, or we'll come to you, 
and plan a system for the future, 
even if you spread the purchases. 
Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 
money and enjoy music. Just lis­
ten, and you'll know. CD: 
Accuphase, Advantage, Audio 
Synthesis, Balanced Audio 
Technology, dCS (Eigar etc), 
Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia. 
Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, 
Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) 
Groove, Lehmann (Black Cube), 
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. 
Amps: Accuphase, Advantage, 
Balanced Audio Technology, CAT, 
DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, 
Michell, Nagra, Pass, Sonneteer, 
Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: 
Audio Physic, BKS, Ethos, 
Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 
NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: 
Accuphase, Magnum Dynalab. 
Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 
Hovland, Nordost, SonicLink, 
Siltech, Yamamura Churchill. 
Mains: Accuphase. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 
Greyfriars, Bedford MK40 1 HP. Tel: 
01234 365165. Email: 
richavbed@aol.com. FRIENDLY 
PERSONAL SERVICE. MULT I­
ROOM HOME INS TALL SPE­
CIALIS T S. FREE HOME SUR­
VE Y S. Stockists of Arcam FMJ, 
Audioquest, B&W, Bose, 
Cabletalk, Cyrus, Denon, 
Marantz, Mission, Moth, Optimum, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, QED, 
REL, Rote!, Ruark, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Talk 
Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac, 
Van den Hul, Yamaha and more. 
LIST ENING ROOM. 0% 
FINANCE. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. 
CAR PARK AT REAR OF SHOP. 

BIRMINGHAM 

SOUND ACADEMY, 111 T he 
Parade, Sutton Goldfield, 
Birmingham B72 1 PU. Tel: 0121 
321 2445. Audio equipment from 
leading and specialist brands, with 
3 demo floors, home trials, home 
cinema with instore demo theatre, 
evening demos by appointment. In 
house service dept. Mail order 
avail. lnt. free credit subject to sta­
tus. Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late 
night Friday. Expert advice, cable 
dressing and free installation. Also 
at 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 
493499/ 473499. �� 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

NORTHWOOD AUDIO. 98 
Cambridge St., Aylesbury. Tel: 
01296 428790. Established since 
1992. Independent specialist 
retailer. Extensive Hi-Fi, AN and 
Multiroom experience catering to 
your needs. From Vinyl to SACD, 
Valve to Solid State, from LCD to 
Plasma. Audiomeca, Audio Note, 
Cable Talk, Castle, Chord, T he 
Chord Company, Cura, Denon, 
Elac, Epos, Exposure, Heart, JM 
Labs, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Michell, 
Micromega, Monitor Audio, NAD, 
Nakamichi, PMC, ProAc, 
Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Revox, 
Roksan, Rose, Rote!, Ruark, 
Sony, Sennheiser, Sonus, Talk 
Electronics, Tannoy, Teac, Tube 
Technology, Videologic, Vienna 
Acoustic. Export orders welcome. 
2 demo rooms. Credit facilities 
available. Website: www.north­
woodaudio.co.uk. Email: 
into@ northwoodaudio.co. uk 

HAZLEMERE AUDIO. Music 
Lovers - the chance to increase 
your enjoyment of music. 
Objective advice, comfortable lis­
tening rooms, home demonstra­
tions, free installations, excep­
tional customer service, and some 
of the world's finest equipment: 
Accuphase, AT C, Audio Analogue, 
BKS, Clearaudio, Creek, Crimson, 
DNM, Epos, Gamut, Nagra, 
Passlabs, Opera, Ortofon, 
Rehdeko, Resolution, Reson, 
Rockport, Sugden, Totem, 
Triangle, Trilogy, Unison 
Research. For an appointment 

BADA 
BRillSH A.UDIO OE�l� A<;\OCIATl� 

the symbol of security 

of the British Audio 
Dealers Association are able to 
offer: 

• Two year guarantee, 

transferable to another BADA dealer should 
the purchaser move more than 30 miles from 
his/her original address 

• low cost five year guarantee option 

• proper demonstration facilities 

• seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 
dealer's advice is taken on product selection 

e fully guaranteed service work 

• customer complaints procedure in the 
event of problems 

more information contact BADA on 
'a' 020 7226 4044 

(day or evening) call High 
Wycombe (01494) 865829 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

S YSTEMS Specialists in 
Sound. 28-30 Burleigh Street, 
Cambridge CB1 1DG. Tel: 01223 
461518. Open Mon-Sat 9am-
5.30pm. Stockists of Arcam, REL, 
Denon, Mission, Yamaha, NAD, 
Marantz, Technics, Rote!, Sony, 
Project, Musical Fidelity, Ruark, 
Castle, Acoustic Energy, 
Wharfdale, Myryad, Audioquest, 
Soundstyle and much more. 
Demonstration room available. 

THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria 
Road, Cambridge CB4 3BW. Tel: 
01223 368305, tax: 01223 
354975. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm. 
Sstreater@aol.com. Interest free 
credit. Absolute Sounds, Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Bose, B&W 
Nautilus, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Linn, Loewe, Marantz, Mission, M 
& K, Onkyo, Pioneer, ProAc, QED, 
Rega, Sony, Tag Mclaren, 
Yamaha. � 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA , 17 Hoole Rd, 
Chester CH2 3NH. 
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 
344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi and 
Home Cinema from quality manu­
facturers including Naim, Rega, 
Arcam, Musical Fidel1ty, 
Rotei,Seleco Projectors, Kef, 
Ruark, Densen, Primare, Teac, JM 
Lab, Nakamichi, Quadraspire, 
Celestion and Crimson. We offer 
friendly, helpful advice, interest­
free credit and trade-in facilities, 
and deliver and install systems 
throughout Cheshire, Merseyside 
and North Wales. Open Tues. -
Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrange­
ment. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon 
Rd, Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. 
Audio Visual specialists. Arcam, 
Bose, Boston, B&W, Celestion, 
Castle, Denon, GLL, Harman­
Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, 
Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, 
Musical Fidelity, Myryad, NAD, 
Micromega, Quad, Rote!, Rogers, 
Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, 
T DL, UKD, Yamaha DSP member. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motor­
way access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport 
Rd, Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel: 0161 
428 7887. Please see entry under 
Greater Manchester. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway 
Studios, Kingsway North, 
Warrington WA 1 3NU. Tel: 01925 
828009, tax: 01925 825773. For 
the widest range of high quality hi­
li in the Northwest. Family busi­
ness est. 35 years. 3 demo rooms, 
inc. home cinema, home trials; 
deliveries throughout NW; 
Mastercard, Visa, credit facilities. 
Open 1 0-6; Send for free map 
and/or 5 page sale list � 

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A 
West Str, off West St Car Park, 
Congleton, Cheshire. Tel: 01260 
280017. E-mail: mail@hifishow­
rooms.co.uk. Web site: hifishow­
rooms.co.uk. Naim Audio, 
Audiolab, Rega, REL, Arcam, 
Technics, KEF, NAD, Harman­
Kardon, Yamaha, Rote!, Lexicon, 
RCF, Millennium, NHT, JBL, 
Onkyo, Sony, Marantz, Toshiba, 
Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, 
Celestion, Qed, Teac, Castle. 
Front and rear projection systems, 
3 demonstration rooms, 1 AN with 
8ft screen, customer car park. T he 
North West's Premier Audio Visual 
Specialist. Mastercard, Visa, 
Amex, JCB. 9.15-5:30, Closed 
Sun/Mon. 

CORNWALL 

SOUNDS PERFECTION, 
Nightree House, Mawgan, 
Helston, Cornwall, T R12 6AX. 
Tel/fax: 01326 221372. Email: 
nigel@ soundsperfection.co.uk. 
www. soundspe rfection .eo. u k. 
Alchemist, Audio-note, Audio 
Spectrum, Avid Audio Design (The 
Groove), Border Patrol, Boston 
Acoust1cs, Cable Talk, Henley 
Designs, Lexicon, Michell, 
Nordost, Parasound, Monitor 
Audio, Musical Fidelity, Primare, 
Project Turntables, REL, Roksan, 
SME, Sonic Frontiers, Stands 
Unique, Philosophy, Audioquest, 
Tannoy, Target, Teac, T horens, V­
Damp Isolation, Unison Research, 
Audio Analogue, J.M. Labs, 
Electrocompaniet, Triangle, 



Trichord, Sugden, Tara-Labs. 
Open 6 days a week Mon-Thurs 
10-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5. 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley 
Road, Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 
01202 730865/380018. 
www. movement-aud io.co. u k.  
Arcam, Audio Vector, B&W, 
Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, 
Denon, Densen, Lavardin 
Marantz, Mission (inc. FS series)' 
NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL' 
Rotel, Tannoy (inc. Dimension): 
Yamaha. 3 demo rooms, Hi Fi and 
Home Cinema specialists, easy 
park1ng on s1te, h1gh quality used 
equipment, massive range of 
audio and video leads and con­
nectors etc. Credit facilities. 8�)1 Tues-Sat 10-5.30. : · • · 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 
Wimborne Road, Moordown, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 01202 
529988/ 520066. www.movement­
audio.co.uk. Arcam B&W 
Celestion, Denon, KEF, Marantz: 
M1chell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Opera, P1oneer, Project, Quad, 
REL, Roksan, Ro�el, Tannoy, Teac, 
Yamaha. Home cmema and Hi Fi 
specialists, full demo facilities 
friendly expert advice, home demo 
and installation, easy parking 
credit facilities, Visa/Mastercard: 
Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. � 
SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover 
Road, Bournemouth. Tel: 01202 
555512. Acoustic. Energy, Arcam, 
Atacama, Celest1on, Cable Talk 
Denon, Definitive Audio KEF 
Linn, Meridian, Mission,' M+K' 
QED, Rotel, Sennheiser, Teac: 
Sony, Talk Electronics, Tag 
Mclaren, Wharfedale, Yamaha 
DT S & Dolby Digital, DVD. 2 single 
speaker listening rooms, home 
demonstrations, free installa­
tions.Open Man-Sat 9-5:30. Call 
for details. � 
WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden 
Street, Weymouth. Tel: 01305 
785729/766345. www.movement­
audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W Castle 
Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian' 
Mission, . Musical Fidelity: 
Panason1c, P1oneer, Project 
Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha 
plus large range of P.A. and DJ 
aud1o and light1ng, multi room and 
commercial installation special­
ists, Home Cinema and DVD 
Projection T V  and plasma, 2 demo 
rooms, credit facilities, Visa/ 
Mastercard. Open Man-Sat 9.30-
5.30 � 

ESSEX 

CHEW AND OSBORNE, 148 
High Street, Epping, Essex CM16 

DEALER 
Directory 

4AG. Tel: 01992 574242. 26 King 
Street, Saffron Walden, Essex 
CB1 0 1 ES. Tel: 01799 523728. 
Specialists in home entertainment 
equipment for over 30 years. 
Demo facilities in all branches with 
extensive range of Hi-Fi & AN 
p�oducts including Yamaha, 
P1oneer, Sony, Arcam, Bang and 
Olufsen, B&W, Marantz, Tannoy, 
Cable Talk, Pro-Ject, Nakamichi, 
NAD, Sennheiser, Loewe. Full 
installation service available. 
lnter�st free credit facilities. 
Serv1ce department. 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High 
Street, Rayleigh, Essex. Tel: 
01268 779762. Arcam Atacama 
Base, Chord, Copland, Cyrus: 
Denon, KEF, Krell, Lexicon, Linn, 
Loe":'e TVs, Marantz, Micromega, 
MISSion, Miller & Kreisel, Na1m, 
Ortofon, Parasound, Pioneer, 
Proceed, Quad, QED, Rega, 
Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Revox, 
Seleco, Sennhe1ser, Stands 
Umque, Stax, Sugden, Tag 
McLaren, Target, Van Den Hur. 
Wilson Benesch XLO Yamaha: 
www.rayleighhifi.com � 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 216 Moulsham 
St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. 
Tel: 01245 265245. � 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 132-134 
London Road, Southend-on-Sea. 
Tel: 01702 435255. � 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, at Dansk 
International Furniture World 
Lakeside Retail Park, West 
Thurrock. Tel: 01708 680551

1
�)1 

on Sundays. : · • · 

EMINENT AUDIO SOUTH. Are 
you as happy as C.Mead? (Croft 
Vitale & Series V) 'The trans­
parency, speed, timing, clarity and 
sheer enjoyment IS stunning. 1 
have heard American equipment 
at over £5000 that does not sound 
a patch on it" If not, ring us on 
01708 755100 or visit the Croft 
web-site at 
www.eminentaudio.co.uk 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross 
Road, Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 
01432 355081. www.englishau­
dio.co.uk. Arcam, AT C, B&W, 
Castle, Cyrus, Denon, Elac, 
lmerge, KEF, Loewe, Marantz 
MISSIOn, Musical Fidelity, NAD: 
Na1m,_ Pmk Triangle, Pioneer, 
Pnma1re, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Stax, Teac, Vienna 
Acoustics, Wadia, Wharfedale 
Yamaha and others. Single 
speaker demo room. Home tnal. 
Free Install. Service dept. 
Mastercard, Visa, Credit arranged. 
Open Man-Sat 9.30am-5i�r?,lh� · 

BADA 
URITI�H AUDIO DI.:At E R\ AV\0('11\TION 

the symbolofSecurity 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

THE AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St 
Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 
2DH. Tel: 01279 506576. 9-5.30 
open 6 days,9-8pm T hursdays. 
Absolute Sounds, Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Base, B & W 
Nautnus, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, 
L1nn, Loewe, Marantz Mission 
Miller & Kreisel, Naim, Onkyo: 
P1oneer, ProAc, QED Re�a Sony 
Tag McLaren,Yamah1:t 0 Yo 'credit: 
Web site: www.audiofile.co.uk � 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS, 6 
Market Place, St. Albans, Herts. 
Tel: 01727 851596. Hert's premier 
Hi-Fi/AV specialists, est. 1946. Full 
home cinema demonstration suite. 
Whether your needs are large or 
small, we stock it all: Arcam, 
Yamaha, Quad, Denon Sony, 
B&O, Pioneer, REL, JVC KEF 
Reference, Mission-Gyrus Ruark 
Celestion, Polk, and many more: 
Free delivery and installation. 
Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. � 
DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL 
6-8 Bancroft, Hitchin, Herts SGS 
1JQ. Tel: 01462 452248, tax: 
01462 458424. Stockists of Apollo 
Arcam, B&W, Cyrus, Denon' 
Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Quad: 
Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, 
and many others. Hi-F1 listening 
room and A/V demo room. 
Workshop off premises. 
Mastercard, Amex, Visa, Diners. 
Interest free and instant credit. 
Open 9.30-5.30 Man-Sat. E-mail· 
davidor tonaudiovisual@ cam� 
puserve.com 

KENT 

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES 
LTD, DOVER HI-FI, 43 High 
Street, Dover. Tel: 01304 207562 
Acoustic Energy, Musical Fidelity

. 

Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer Pro� 
Ject, Roksan, Rotel, Tannoy 
Technics, Yamaha. A/V demo 
room. Full service department. 
Open Man-Sat 9-5. Closed 
Wednesdays. Credit facilities 
major credit cards accepted: 
Established 30 years. Expert 
adv1ce. Fnendly service. 

LANCASHIRE 

A DVENTURES IN HI-FI 5 
Bishopsgate, off Hallgate, Wigan 
WN1 1NL. Tel: 01942 234202. For 
the best hi-fi and home cinema 
products from quality manufactur­
ers including Nairn, Rega Cyrus 
NAD, KEF, Denon, Dynavector' 
Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC Project' 
Quadraspire, Sim2 and Sanyo 
proj_ectors. We offer friendly 
adv1ce, excellent demonstration 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

facilities, 0% finance, free delivery 
and Installation throughout the 
North West. Opening hours 10.00 
- 5.30 Tuesday to Saturday, 
even1ngs by appointment. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LEICESTER HI Fl CO, 6 Silver 
Walk, St Martins Square 
Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: 0116 253 
9753, lax: 0116 262 6097 
Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk: 
Email: info@ leicesterhifi.co.uk. 
Arcam, B&W, Bryston Chord 
Electronics,. Copland, ' Cyrus, 
Denon, Gre1g IK . Loudspeakers, 
KEF, Marantz, M1chell, Miller & 
Kreisel, Mission, Musical Fidelity, 
NAD, Nakamichi, Nautilus, 
P1oneer, PMC, Project, Quad, 
Rotel, Roksan, Sony Talk 
Electronics, Tannoy, ' Teac, 
Techmcs, Yamaha, etc. 4 listening 
areas/rooms over 3 floors, we can 
demonstrate, deliver and install 
Hi/AN and multiroom. Credit facil� 
ities. All cards taken, open Man -
Sat 9.30-5.30 .m:.nD 
ZOUCH AUDIO LT D, T he Old 
Coach House, Off South Street 
Ashby De-La-Zouch' 
Leicestershire LE65 1AN. Tel: 
01530 414128. We have ranges of 
equ1pment that will suit everyone 
from the Hi-Fi newcomer to the 
most demanding enthusiast. 
Advantage, Aloia, Apollo, Argento, 
Aud1oquest, Balanced Audio 
Technology, Boulder, Burmester, 
Cabass, Clearaudio, Creek, Croft, 
Ecosse, Epos, HNE, Hovland, 
Kharma, Lmn Classic Lothx 
Lumley Loudspeakers, 'Magna!: 
Meadowlark Loudspeakers 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Pass Labs: 
Project, Red Rose, Roksan SAT 
Sonic Link, Sonus Systems' 
Soundstyle, Sugden T hule' 
Triangle, Van Den Hul, Videologic: 
V1enna Acoustics, VTL, Wadia. 
Open Tues-Sat Only 3 minutes 
from junction 13A/M42. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion 
Square, Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. 
Tel: 01780 762128. Aiwa, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, 
NAD, P1oneer, Quad, Technics 
Yamaha, plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, 
comparator demonstrations on 
two floors, part exchange, Hi-Fi 
purchased for cash. No appoint­
ments necessary, home trial facili­
ties, free installation, service 
department. Mastercard Visa & 
credit charge, finance available. 
Man-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 



LONDON 

CHOICE HI-FI, London SW14. Tel: 
020 8392 1959/1963, lax: 020 
8392 1994, E-mail: info@choice­
hifi.com. T he most comprehensive 
range of new and second hand 
equtpment anywhere in the COUf"!· 
try. Unique knowledge and expen­
ence in mid- to high-end systems 
and equipment matching. Part 
exchange welcome, upgrade ser­
vice and interest free credtt avatl­
able. Home installation and multi­
room specialists. Brands include, 
but not limited to: Michell, 
Lavardin, Trichord, Krell, Audio 
Research, Wadia, Musical Fidelity, 
Audible Illusions, Boulder, SME, 
Alon Tara Labs, ATC, XLO, Van 
den 

'
Hul, Bryston, Target, Nairn, 

Quad, Sonus Faber, Wifson Audio, 
Martin Logan, Meridian. If it's high­
end and it's good, we've got tt. 
Others may sell you hi-ri, at 
Choice we sell solutions. 

BILLY VEE SOUND S Y STEMS, 
248 Lee High Road, Lewisham, 
London SE13 5PL. Tel: 020 8318 
57551 020 8852 1321. Arcam, AVI, 
Denon, Linn, Marantz, Mission, 
Naim Rega, Rotel, Sugden, etc. 
Two 

' 
domestic style listening 

lounges. Appts required, service 
dept, home trial facilities, interest 
free credit, instant credtt. 
Mastercard, Visa. Open Man-Sat 
10-6.30, Closed T hurs. � 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 
Windmill Street, London W1T 2JU. 
Tel: 020 7631 0472, tax: 020 7436 
7165. E-mail: help@ 
cornflake.co.uk. Open Tues-Sat 
10-6 Thurs 10-7. T he specialists 
in high quality sound, be it for one 
room or many more. T hey offer 
friendly advice, and a full delivery 
and installatton servtce ts avatf­
able. Two listening rooms with full 
A/V facilities demonstrating 
Arcam, ATC, AVI, Barco, Bryston, 
Dynaudio, Mark Levinson, Naim, 
Origin Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, 
Royd, Yamaha and more. Servtce 
department. Amex, Mastercard, 
Switch, Visa and worldwtde matl 
order service. Still the coolest Ht­
Fi shop in London. www.corn­
flake.co.uk. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury 
Yard 190a New North Ad, London 
N1. Tel: 020 7226 5500. Winner 
SonyiHFN Greater London Dealer 
Award 1986189190. "One of the 5 
best hi-fi shops in the world". 
Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim, 
Rega, etc. Systems from £500. 
Free parking, 4 demo rooms, ser­
vice dept. open Tues-Sat. R'tfl, f�l 
appointment. : · • · 

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 
Webbs Road, Battersea SW11. 
Tel: 020 7924 2040. Juicy fruit 
from London's newest, freshest hi-
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filhome cinema retailer. Telephone 
for demonstrations ord·ust pop in. 
All the usual, ie frien ly and efft­
cient service free home tnstalla­
tion, credit 

'
cards, 0% finance 

available, plus all the very best 
from: Arcam, Cable Talk, Chord 
Co Demion, Denon Lifestyle, 
Epos, NAD, Nairn, Neat, QED 
Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, 
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Wilson Benesch, 
Yamaha with more to come. T he 
innovative AudioVisual retailer. 

i:PJ•M 

THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow 
Road, Bayswater, London W2 
4AH. Tel: 020 7229 2077, tax: 020 
7727 9348. Tube Stations 
Queensway & Bayswater. Parking 
meters available. Demonstratton 
room by appointment. Stockists of 
Acousttc Energy, Bryston, Cura, 
Linn, Loewe, Naim, Neat 
Acoustics, Pioneer, PMC, Proac, 
Rega, Teac, Cyrus, Denon. 
Payment via Mastercard, Vtsa, 
chegues, cash and interest free 
credtt facilities (details on 
request). Open 1 0.30am-6pm, 
Tuesday-Saturday. 

EMINENT AUDIO SOUTH. Are 
you as happy as C.Mead? (Croft 
Vitale & Series V) "T he trans­
parency, speed, timing, clarity and 
sheer enjoyment . ts stunntng. I 
have heard Amencan equtpment 
at over £5000 that does not sound 
a patch on it" If not, ring us on 
01708 755100 or visit the Croft 
web-site at 
www.eminentaudio.co.uk 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw 
Road, Oldham OL 1 3LQ. Tel: 0161 
633 2602, tax: 0161 633 2502. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Rega, Natm, 
Rotel, Royd, Marantz, Sonus 
Faber, Ruark, Epos, Denon, 
Yamaha, Bang & Olufsen. Free 
installation. Major credit cards and 
credit facilities. Open Tuesday­
Saturday 10-5.30, Bpm on T hurs. 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 
Bishopsgate, off Hallgate, Wigan 
WN 1 1Nl. Tel: 01942 234202. See 
main entry under Lancashire. 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Ad, 
Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 01244 
344227. See our main entry under 
Cheshire. 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge 
Road, Hatchend, Middlesex HAS 
4HR. Tel: 020 8420 1925. Arcam, 
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the symbol of security 

Audio Research, B & W, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, 
Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, 
Marantz, Martin Loga�. Mend�n. 
Michel, Mission, Monttor Audto, 
Musical Fidelity, Nairn,_ Panasontc, 
Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad, 
REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennhetser, 
SME, Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, 
Tannoy, TEAC, Techntcs, T heta, 
Yamaha. Excellent demonstratton 
and home trial facilities. Free 
installation. Customised multi­
room systems. All major credit 
cards accepted. Full credit facili­
ties available. Tues - Sat 10.30-
5.30, T hurs 1 0.30-6.30. IEJ.:.Mi.1 

WEST MIDLANDS 

SOUND CINERG Y, 37 High 
Street, Aldridge WS9 .8f'!L. Tel: 
01922 457926. Spectalists . tn 
Home Entertainment. Quality Ht-Ft 
I Audio Visual I Multi-Room solu­
tions and accessories from 
Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Arcam, 
Atacama, Boston, Linn, Linn 
Knekt, Loewe TV, Marantz, NAD, 
Ortofon, Project, QED, REL, 
Sennheiser, Stands Untque, 
Systemline, Tannoy, Videologic. 
Ftnance facilities. Free car park­
ing. Tues. - Sat. 10 - 5.30. Web 
site: www.sound ctnergy.co.uk 

SOUND ACADEM Y, 152a High 
Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W 
Midlands. Tel: 01922 4934991 
473499. Audio .equipment from 
leading and spectaltst brands, wtth 
3 demo floors, home trials, home 
cinema with instore demo theatre, 
evening demos by appointment. In 
house service dept. Matl order 
avail. lnt. free credit subject to sta­
tus.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late 
night Friday. Expert advtce, cable 
dressing and free tnstallatton. Also 
at 111 T he Parade, Sutton 
Goldfield, Birmingham B72 1 PU. 
Tel: 0121 321 2445. mi.ID!1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley 
Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham 
B17 8DL. Tel: 0121 429 2811. 
Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 
Castle Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, 
Denon Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, 
Krell 

'
Marantz, Martin Logan, 

Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 
Audio Musical Fidelity, Panasontc, 
Pione

'
er, ProAc, Project, Quad, 

REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennhetser, 
SME, Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, 
Tannoy, T EAC, Techntcs, T hE!ta, 
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration 
and home trial facilities. Free 
installation. Customised multi­
room systems. All major credit 
cards accepted. Full credit facili­
ties available. Tues - Sat 10.30-
5.30, T hurs 10.30-6.30 IEJ.:.Mi.1 

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat 
Road, Solihull, W. Midlands B92 
8JL. Tel: 0121 742 0254. Tues - Sat 
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MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market 
Street, Stourbridge, W. Midlands 
BY 8 1 AB. Tel: 01384 444184. Tues 
- Sat 10.30-5.30 T hurs 10.30-6.30 

IEJ.:.Mi.1 
MUSIC MATTERS, 1 0 Bold mere 
Road, Sutton Goldfield, W. 
Midlands B73 5DT. Tel: 0121 354 
2311. Tues - Sat 10.30-5.30 T hurs 
1 0.30-6.30 IEJ.:.Mi.1 
ACOUSTICA, 114 
Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 
ST 17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216. 
See our main entry under 
Staffordshire. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, T he Old 
School, School Ad, Bracon Ash, 
Norwich NR14 8HG. Tel: 01508 
570829. Arcam, Audio Analogue, 
Bayer, Bryston, Cabletalk, Chord 
Co., Opera Speakers, Denon, 
Dynavector, Epos, Grado, 
Heybrook, Nairn, Opera, ProAc, 
PMC, Sound Organisation, Rega, 
Royd, Soundstyle, Teac, etc. 2 
comprehensive . demo . rooms. 
Home trial. Free tnstallatton. Vtsa, 
Mastercard, HP facilities. 0% 
Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. 
All day Sat. � 

RIVER CROSSING AUDIO, T he 
Old Barn, Glandford, Halt, Norfolk 
NR25 ?JP. Tel: 01263 741230. 
Open Tues-Sat 9am-6pm. Other 
times by appotntment. Leave the 
noise of the city behind! Our show­
room is a converted barn, s1tuated 
in a picturesque north Norfolk vil­
lage with ample off-road parktng. 
We are pleased to demonstrate 
systems tncluding Canary, Chord, 
CA Developments, Densen, Fi­
Rax, Michell, MVL, Myryad, 
Rothwell, Veritas Loudspeakers 
(including the award-winning H3) 
and many others. 

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London 
Road North, Lowestoft NR32 1 HB. 
Tel: 01502 582853. See main 
entry under Suffolk. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

LISTEN INN - KJ West One 
Group, 32 Gold Street, 
Northampton NN1 1 AS. Tel: 01604 
637871. The world's finest hi-li and 
a/v equipment: Arcam, Copland, 
Denon DiVA, FMJ, NAD, Natm, 
Pioneer, Plasma, Rega, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Sonus Faber, Wtlson 
Benesch. Audition rooms, free 
parking, part exchange, finance 
facilities. Open 1 Oam-5.30pm 
Man-Sat (Closed T hursday). 

I�.:.Hhl 



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the 
first time buyer and the seasoned 
audiophile with the same h1gh 
level of care and interest. Our a1m 
is long term customer satisfaction. 
We achieve th1s w1th Impartial 
advice, quality back-up service 
and a genuine interest in your 
needs. We have an established 
reputation for delivering sound 
quality benchmarks with innova­
tion. Our range of carefully 
selected brands includes Art 
Audio, Border Patrol, Living Voice, 
Musical Fidelity, Wadia and many 
more. We have extensive part­
exchanged stock. Open Mon-Fri 
9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. 
Visa/Mastercard /Switch/ Am ex. 
For more information call 0115 
973 3222 or fax 0115 973 3666. 

NOT TINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 
120-122 Alfreton Road, 
Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919. 
www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are 
the area's leading specialists. 
Relax in our superb demonstration 
rooms and enjoy the very best. in 
Hi-Fi multi-room and home Cin­
ema

' 
solutions. Our outstanding 

customer service means a two­
year parts and labour guarantee, 
an on-site service department and 
a full delivery and installation ser­
vice. Home trials and free easy 
parking are also available. 
Established in 1968, we have 
been giving sound advice for over 
30 years. Open Mon-Sat 9 - 5.30. 

tmiD.:J 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD , 3 
Marketplace, Wallingford OX1 0 
OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, fax: 
01491 825024. Founded 1975. 
Great deals on Aura, B&W, 
Denon, Dual, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, 
Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha. Home 
trial installation and delivery ser­
vice

'
. Service dept on site. 2 yr 

guarantee on most products. 
rnterest free credit on selected 
items. 1 home cinema room, 2 lis­
tening rooms. Mastercard, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues­
Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.Ds 
stocked. 

OVERT URE HI-FI, 3 Church 
Lane, Banbury OX16 8LR. Tel: 
01295 272158. Arcam, Bose, 
Cura Denon, Linn Products, 
Missi'on, Naim Audio, Quad, 
Yamaha. For sensible unbiased 
advice call Oxfordshire's audio 
experts. Superb demo facilities. 
Home cinema, multiroom & com­
mercial installations. No appts 
nee, service dept, free install, 
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home trial. Mastercard, Visa, 
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 
9.30-5.30. tmiD.:J 

OXFORD AUDIO CONSUL­
TANTS, Cantay Hse, Park End 
Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. Tel: 
01865 790879, fax: 01865 
791665. E-mail: 
oxford .audio@ btinternet.com. 
Quad, Denon, B&W, Pink Triangle, 
Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rote!, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, 
Copland, Teac, Audio Analogue, 
Castle, Yamaha, Proac, REL. 
Demo room. Home trial and free 
installation. Instant credit, 
Mastercard, Amex, Visa. 10-6 
Mon-Sat. tmiD.:J 

SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, 
Shrewsbury SY 1 1EN. Tel: 01743 
236055. Email sales@creative­
audio.co.uk, www.creative­
audio.co.uk. One of the largest 
ranges of quality HiFi/Audio Visual 
equ1pment outside of London. 
Arcam, Ash, Atacama, Cabletalk, 
Celestion, Chord, Cura, Cyrus, 
Denon, Dual, Heybrook, KEF, 
Mission, Onkyo, Optimum, NAD, 
Naim, QED, Quad, Rega, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Teac, 
Wharfedale. Large selection of 
bargain special purchases avail­
able on most makes. Comfortable 
listening room, expert installation 
(includmg multiroom and DVD 
home cinema), free 2 & 5 year 
warranties, selected used equip­
ment, part-exchange welcome, 
specialist workshop facilities. 
Mastercard!Visa/Switch/Amex and 
low cost finance from £250 up to 
£15,000. 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 
Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset 
BA20 1 NE. Tel: 01935 479361. 54 
Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 01823 
326688. www.mikemanning 
audio.co.uk. The HiFi and AN spe­
cialists. T he best in HiFi from: 
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Denon, 
Densen, Heybrook, JM Lab, KEF, 
Loewe T V  & Video, Marantz, Naim 
Audio, NAD, Pioneer, PMC, Rega, 
Rote!, Royd, Shahinian, TDL, 
Teac. Dedicated listening lounge 
for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Home installa­
tions on most systems. Full ser­
vice department. Mastercard, 
Visa, Instant Credit Closed 
Mondays 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 

ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk. 
Tel: 01785 258216. All that 's best 
in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from 
quality manufacturers including 
Naim, B & W, Arcam, Mus1cal 
Fidelity, Rote!, Seleco Projectors, 
Kef, Ruark, Densen, Primare, 
Teac, JM Lab, Nakamichi, 
Quadraspire, Celestion and 
Crimson. We offer friendly, helpful 
advice, interest-free credit and 
trade-in facilities, and deliver and 
install systems throughout 
Staffordshire and the Midlands. 
Opening hours Tues. - Sat. 10.30-
6.00, evenings by arrangement. 

SUFFOLK 

ANGLIA AUDIO, T he Street, 
Hessett, Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk 
IP30 9AZ. Tel: 01359 270212. Hi-Fi 
and speaker centre dedicated to 
quality hi-fi since 1971. Open 1 0-
6. Closed Wednesdays and 
Sundays. Evening and Sunday 
demos by appointment. 

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London 
Road North, Lowestoft NR32 1 HB. 
Tel: 01502 582853. T he shop for 
real Hi-Fi separates and home cin­
ema. Refreshingly different range 
as well as established manufactur­
ers. Hi-Fi from budget to high-end, 
transistor & valve. AN from £100 
to a £100,000 custom install. 
Projection systems, DVD players 
and movies. Separate demo room, 
range of credit facilities, free fitting 
& the best and friendliest service 
available. i:],,,y,, 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford 
Rd, Ipswich IP1 2LU. Tel: 01473 
217217. Email: HiFi@eastern­
audio.com. Giving sound advice 
for over 25 years. Parking. Demo 
room. Lots of free advice. Arcam, 
Meridian, Denon, Quad, NAD, 
B&W, Celestion, Project, KEF, 
Castle, Technics, Top Tape, plus all 
the usual and unusual leads, 
cables, stands, racks, head­
phones, cartridges & styli etc. 

tmiD.:J 

STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, 
Borough Lane, Gt Finborough, 
Suffolk IP14 3AS. Tel: 01449 
675060 Specialist Hi-Fi dealer 
with great products from Acoust1c 
Solutions, Alchemist, Atacama, 
Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, 
DPA, Electrocompaniet, 
Exposure, Grado, JM Labs, 
Kimber, Magnat, Neat, Nordost, 
QED, Son1clink, Sonneteer, 
Sound Organisation, Soundstyle, 
Stands Un1que, Van den Hul, other 
makes and used equipment avail­
able, call us for more details. 

SURREY 

Wolverhampton Road, Stafford COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, 

BADA 
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Est 1 962, 244-256 Station Road, 
Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey 
KT 15 2PS. Tel: 01932 854522/ 
832400/851753, fax 01932 
832432. Open 7 Days a week, 
Mon-Sat 9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 
1 0-4pm. Large free car park, fully 
equipped service department, 
massive showroom. Arcam, Audio 
Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, 
Elac, Jamo, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Mission, NAD, NakamJchJ, 
Pioneer, Quad, Sennheiser, Sony, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, T horens, 
Wharfedale, Yamaha home cm­
ema, widescreen T V, proj�ction 
T V, Laserdisc. lnt. free credit. All 
major credit cards. 

INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, 
Hampton Wick, Kingston Upon 
T hames, Surrey. Tel: 020 8943 
3530. Arcam, Densen, B&W 
Nautilus, Musical Technology, 
Meridian, Linn, Naim Audio, Neat 
Acoustics, Royd, Rega Research, 
Rote!, Shah1nian, Proceed & 
more. Single speaker listening 
room. Appts pref, free installation, 
service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Mon, Tues-Fri 10.30-7. Sat 
10-6. tmiD.:J 

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, 
Guildford GU1 4RY. lel: 01483 
504801/ 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-
6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission/Cyrus, Kef, 
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Primare, 
Proac, Quad, REL, Rega, Rote!, 
Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo 
rooms for Hi-Fi/home cinema, 
parking, delivery & installation. 
Service department on prem1ses. 
Call now. tmiD.:J 

ROGERS HI-FI, (Established 
1940), T he Old House, 18 & 20 
Church Street, Godalming, Surrey 
GU7 1 EW. Tel: 01483 425252. 
Email: DaveRogers@ rogershi­
fi.co.uk. Castle, Denon, Heybrook, 
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Myryad, 
NAD, Rote!, Ruark, Sennhe1ser, 
Tannoy, Teac, T horens and more. 
Demonstration room with 
inglenook fireplace, coffee on 
demand, and not an attitude prob­
lem in sight! Service department, 
delivery and mstallat1on, 
Mastercard/Visa/ Switch/Solo. 
Open Monday-Saturday 9.30am-
5.30pm, later by appointment. 

SPALDINGS HI-FI, (Established 
30 years), 352-4 Lower 
Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, Surrey 
CRO 7AF. Tel: 020 8654 
1231/2040. Linn, Naim, Quad, 
Meridian, Mission, Marantz, 
Denon, Ruark, Tag Mclaren, 
Tannoy, Arcam, KEF, Castle, 
Musical Fidelity. 3 demo rooms 
including A/V room. Service dept, 
free install, home trial facilities, 
appointments advisable. 
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, interest 
free credit, instant credit. Mon-Sat 



9-5.45. Tues-8. Service dept. 
l..:l.:l!l;.1 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London 
Road, Brighton BN1 4JE. Tel: 
01273 609431. E-mail sales@jef­
fries.co.uk Hi-Fi, home cinema 
and custom install specialists. 
Range includes AcoustiC Energy, 
Arcam, Atacama, Audio Technica, 
Beyer, Chord, Cura, Denon, 
Dynavector, Goldring, Grado, lxos, 
Jamo, JBL, KEF, Linn, Linn Knekt, 
Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, MusiQ, 
Musicworks, Nairn, Nakamichi, 
Ortofon, Panasonic, Partington, 
Projekt, QED, Quadraspire, Rega, 
REL, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Shahinian, Sonance, Soundstyle, 
Sound Organisation, Systemilne, 
Teac, Top Tape, Traxdata, Yamaha. 
2 demo rooms. Open Tues-Sat. 
Free parking, bus route, credit 
facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. Est 1935. 
www.jeffries.co.uk � 

THE POWERPLANT, 66/67 
Upper North Street, Brighton BN1 
3FL. Tel: 01273 775978, tax: 
01273 748419 E-mail: 
e m a i l @ p o w e r p l a n t . c o.u k 
Whatever your budget we can help 
you choose from our carefully 
selected range of today's finest HI­
Fi and home cinema equipment. 
Recommended agencies include 
Arcam, ATC, B&W, B&O, Cyrus, 
DEF Tech, !merge, Linn, Marantz, 
Mark Levinson, M & K, PMC, 
ProAc, Rega, Revel, Ruark, QED, 
Systemline, Tag McLaren Audio, 
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration 
facilities, knowledgeable and 
friendly staff. Multiroom specialist, 
CEDIA member. Open Tues-Sat 
1 Oam-6pm. Late evenings by 
appointment. All major credit 
cards. Full credit facilities. � 

SUSSEX (WEST) 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, 
East Grinstead, West Sussex 
RH19 3AS. Tel: 01342 328065. 
www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, 
home cinema & multiroom spe­
cialists. Authorised stockists of: 
Arcam (inc. FMJ, DIVA & Alpha), 
ASH, The Chord Company, Cyrus, 
KEF (inc. Reference), Lmn (inc. 
CD12 & Klimax), Loewe (inc. 
Spherros), Marantz, Mission, 
Nairn (me. COS & NAP500), 
Pioneer, PMC, Primaire, ProAc, 
Pro-ject, QED, Quadraspire, Rei, 
Rotel, Ruark, SIM2 (inc. DLP), 
Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands 
Unique, Tag Mclaren, T EAC, 
T horens & more. Probably the 
largest demonstration stock 1n the 
South, with three dedicated 
demonstration rooms together 
with a friendly team of staff and 
service facility. Finance available. 
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BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est 
1945), Littlehampton Road, 
Worthing, (near T homas a 
Becket). Tel: 01903 264141. E­
m a i I . 
sales@ bowersandwilkins.co. uk. 
Web site: www.bowersand­
wilkins.co.uk. 1 minute from A24 & 
A27. Free local parking. Acoustic 
Energy, B&W, Denon, JBL, 
Marantz, NAD, Optimum, Philips, 
Tannoy, Teac, Technics, and many 
more 1n 4 demo rooms. Systems, 
Hi-Fi and home cinema, DVD and 
projection T V. Service dept, instal­
lations. Open 6 days a week. 
Mastercard, Visa, instant credit to 
£1 ,000 subject to status. 

TYNE AND WEAR 

GLOBAL HI-FI CENTRE, 87 
CLAY T ON ST REET, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-T Y NE NE1 
SPY. TEL 0191 230 3600 FAX: 
0191 222 0286. Email: info@ glob­
alhificentre.com www.globalhifi­
centre.com. FOR THE ULT IMAT E 
SOLUTION IN HI-FI, CUSTOM 
DESIGN, INSTALLAT ION OF 
HOME CINEMA & MULT I-ROOM 
SY ST EMS, IT 'S GOT TO BE 
GLOBAL HI-FI CENT RE. COM­
PLIMENTARY CONSULTANCY 
SERVICE OFFERING QUALI­
FIED ADVICE FROM CONCEPT 
TO DESIGN. THREE STAT E-OF­
THE-ART SHOWROOMS, 
INCLUDING A SUPERB MULTI­
ROOM FACILITY. AUTHORISED 
DEALER FOR MAJOR MANU­
FACT URERS INCLUDING ALL 
THE LATEST GREAT EST DOLBY 
DIGITAL, D.T.S., THX AND EX 
SURROUND SOUND SY ST EMS. 
BRING THE BIG SCREEN HOME 
WITH PLASMA SCREENS, 
REAR PROJECTION, 
WIDESCREEN T V'S, AND 
LCD/DLP/CRT / PROJECT ION 
SYST EMS. ACOUSTIC ENERGY, 
AUDIO ANALOGUE, BOSE, 
BOSTON ACOUST ICS, CURA, 
CREEK, CHORD 
ELECTRONICS, DAVIS 
PROJECTORS, DENON, ELAC, 
FUJITSU PLASMA, HEY BROOK, 
JBL, JVC, KEF, (INC. THX & KEF 
REFERENCE), LINN, MARANTZ, 
MY RIAD, NAKAMICHI, NAD, 
NHT, OPTIMUM, PANASONIC, 
PARASOUND, PIONEER, 
PROJECT AUDIO, REL, 
ROKSAN, ROTEL, SELECO 
PROJECTORS, SON� TALK 
ELECTRONICS, TANNOY, TEAC, 
TECHNICS, VESTAX, VIENNA 
ACOUSTICS, YAMAHA. FOR THE 
ULTIMAT E HI-FI & HOME CIN­
EMA SOLUTION, GO GLOBAL, 
WE'RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY, 
FROM START ER KIT S T O  
STAT E-OF-THE-ART SY STEMS. 

� 

BADA 
BRITISH AUIJIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

the symbol of security 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine 
Street, Salisbury. Tel: 01722 
322169/330841. www.movement­
audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio 
Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord 
Company, Denon, Harmon 
Kardon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian 
(inc. Digital theatre), Mission, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nordost, Opera, Project, QED, 
Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. Home 
Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi 
room and commercial installation 
specialists, service dept. on site, 
h1gh quality used equipment, pro­
jection TV and plasma. 2 demo 
rooms, credit facilities, 
Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30 � 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George 
Street, Hedon, Hull, HU12 8JH. Tel 
01482 891375. The North East's 
premier dealer in HI-FI, HOME 
CINEMA and MULT IROOM. 
Authorised agents for Linn prod­
ucts, Rega, Cy rus, Sugden, 
Musical Fidelity, Denon, Marantz, 
Sony, B&W, PMC, Spendor, 
Totem, Sonus Faber, Musical 
Technology, Quadraspire, BASE, 
Stands Unique, Soundstyle, Area, 
QED, The Chord Company, 
Ecosse, Sonic Link, Geist, 
LOEWE television. Open Man­
Sat, 9am-7pm (later if required). 
Credit facilities and home demon­
strations available. Free car park­
ing as well as a relaxed and com­
fortable environment assured.T he 
North East's friendliest dealer. 

ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull 
HU1 3BA. Tel: 01482 587397. 
Hull's best Hi-Fi store! From entry­
level systems to high-end exotica. 
Friendly service, impartial advice, 
home demonstrations, free instal­
lations, car parking, and the best 
range of quality products includ­
ing ... Audio Analogue, Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Note, Audion, 
Densen, Denon, Dynaudio, EAR, 
Graft, NAD, Nairn Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, Musical Technology, 
Michell, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Rega, 
REL, Ruark, Sugden, Teac, 
Unison Research, Yamaha and 
many others. Open Mon-Sat. 
Instant credit facilities available. 
Feel free to call for more details. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DON CASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, T he Long 
Barn, Wakefield Road, Hampole, 
Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 
727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 
727274. Email: info@thehifistu-

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

dios .freeserve.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home 
cinema and multi-room experts. 
Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren, 
Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark, 
Castle, Teac, Unison Research, 
John Shearne, Impulse Horns, 
Monitor Audio, Harbeth, 
Alchemist, NAD, Michell 
Turntables, Nottingham Analogue 
Studios, Audio Analogue, Living 
Voice, Exposure, Densen, 
Lynwood Electronics, Celestion (A 
Series only ), Opera, Trichord 
Research, Nordost, Stands 
Unique, Stax Electrostatics, 
Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL 
Subwoofers, Yamaha A/V, 
Proceed Digital Cinema, Tag 
McLaren & Denon Home Cinema 
products, plus others. Viewing and 
demonstration by appointment. 
Home trials and free installation 
on hi-fi equipment. Mastercard, 
Credit card and finance facilities. 
Phone for more information. 
1 Oam-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 1 Oam-
5pm Sat. Closed Sunday & 
Monday. i1IT.J � 

SCOTLAND 

DUNDEE 

SOUNDS PERFECT. Hi-Fi at it's 
best. 26 St. Andrews Street, 
Dundee. Tel: 01382 266592, tax: 
01382 229994, E-mail: 
sales@ sounds-perfect.  eo. uk. 
Exceptional quality and profes­
sional service at Dundee's premier 
Hi-Fi store. Open 6 days a week. 
1 0 - 7 M on - T hurs, 10 - 6 Fri & 
Sat. Demonstrations are available 
outside of these hours by appoint­
ment. Main dealers for Arcam, 
Rote!, Marantz, Technics, Roksan, 
Sony, Musical Fidelity, Tannoy, 
Mission & B&W. 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA , 17 Hoole Rd, 
Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 01244 
344227. See our main entry under 
Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon 
Rd, Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. 
Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motor­
way access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 
See main entry under Cheshire. 



LUMLEY 

CLEARAUDIO 

All of these products ore examples of 
some of the very best Hi-Fi currently 
available. If you wont to know which is 
the very best product for you there is 
only one way to find o total solution. 

CALL US 

FOR THE 

ANSWER 

Sounds Of Music 

1 0-12 Chapel Place 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TN11YQ 

Tel: 01892 547003 I 539245 
Fax: 01892 6163 83 

www.sounds-of-music.co.uk 

SOUNDLAB 

JM LABS 

A1oustic Zen, Avontgarde, Argento, Audio 
Synthesis, Advantage, Audio Physi<s, Apollo, 
Aloio, Audio Note, Audio Reseor<h, Audio 
Analogue, Anthem, A.V.J., A.T.C., Amusti< Energy, 
Atommo, Base, Bolan<ed Audio Te<hnologies, 
Beyerdynomi<, Boulder, Bow, Dose, Burmester, 
Cobosse, Carlroe Horns, Covergent Audio 
Te<hnology, Chord, Copland, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Copulore, Clear Audio, Clearlight 
Audio, Dunlovy, E<ho-Busters, Eggleston Works, 
Ele<tro<ompanient, Gamut, Grohom, Goertz, 
Galdring, Groda, Holuo, Horbeth, Hovlond, 
Jomo, JM lobs, Khormo, Koetsu, Krell, KEF, 
Klips<h, lumley, lyro, l.A.T., lovordin, 
Meodowlark, Magnum Dynolab, Morontz, Martin 
logan, Mit<hell, Neat, Nordost, Opera, Optimum, 
Ortolon, Or<hid, Porosound, Plinius, Projed, 
Passlobs, Pro·o<, Piego, Pink Triangle, Primore, 
QED, Quod, Rei, SME, Shure, Sennheiser, Sonic 
link, Soundstyle, Sound Organisation, Sumiko, 
Straight Wire, Sonus-Faber, Stands Unique, 
Target, Trilogy, Teo<, Theta, Tonnoy, Totem, Talk 
Ele<tronics, Townshend, Transparent, 
Transfiguration, Triangle, Unison Reseor<h, Van 
Den Hull, Wisdom, Wilson, Wodia, XLO, YBA. 
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of an older component and the back 
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Future Publishing Ltd. to: 
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Future Publishing Ltd. 99 Baker Street, 
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OPINION 

What's the delay? 
SIGNAL DELAYS ARE THE BANE OF MULTICHANNEL HI-FI, BUT WHAT CAN BE DONE, ASKS JASON KENNEDY. 

T 
ime spent with the Lexicon 

multichannel processor 

reviewed in High Performance 

-- this month has been quite an 

education. I've tended to shy away from 

home cinema in the past because until I 

heard a superb system in my own room I 

didn't think that it could add much to 

what is a largely visual experience, and 

of course, there's the question of where 

to put all the extra speakers. 

With the advent of high resolution 

multichannel music formats (DVD-A 

and SACD), surround sound is much 

more relevant and the Lexicon, 

alongside a 7.1 active speaker system 

from ATC and REL, was primarily 

installed for these formats. Although it 

will operate in analogue bypass mode, 

so the multichannel analogue signal 

from the player avoids the processing 

circuits and is solely inf luenced by the 

volume control, that is the least of the 

Lexicon's capabilities. The presence of 

all that processing power does have a 

bearing on its sound in bypass mode 

and what the music lover needs is an all­

analogue multichannel preamp. 

But such a device would not get to 

grips with one of the issues that's 

central to multichannel systems- signal 

delays. Unless you can sit pretty much in 

the middle of a circle with the speakers 

at specific points around you (called the 

ITU standard), you need to use delay 

processing. It's not just a matter of 

volume level for each channel- that 

would be easy to tackle using analogue 

circuitry- it's a question of the arrival 

time of that signal. 

ANALOGUE OR DIGITAL? 

Multichannel processors, be they in the 

amp or the player, have the facility to 

dial in the distance between the 

listening position and each loudspeaker. 

Amplifiers offer more f lexibility in this 

respect than players as this process is 
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traditionally carried out by the amp in 

home cinema set-ups. The difference 

between the Dol by Digital and DTS 

soundtracks found on movies and the 

high resolution formats (DVD-A, SACD) 

is that the former can be taken digitally 

from the player to the processor, 

whereas high-res signals have to be sent 

in analogue form via six separate 

interconnects. (Meridian's new MHR 

standard for digitally transmitting 

DVD-A gets around this problem.) As it 

stands you can send an analogue signal 

to the amp and carry out your speaker 

delay settings and bass management 

after analogue to digital conversion. 

I compared the effect of a processot� 

delayed 'normal' set-up, with rears 

closer than fronts and centre closer than 

right and left fi·ont, with a minimum 

processing !TU-style set-up and the most 

obvious effect was a focusing of the 

music in fi·ont of me. Almost as if the 

processed set-up was not getting the 

level right on the rear channels, even 

though I set it up with a decent SPL 

(Sound Pressure Level) meter. It didn't 

give me the expansive image scale that I 

have heard with more audiophile 

surround systems and left me 

wondering whether home cinema 

processors would ever be suitable for 

high fidelity applications. The Lexicon 

MC12 is certainly a very sophisticated 

processor and its bypass mode is pretty 

clean, but next to a preamp with no 

processing on board it just sounds crude. 

Hopefully Meridian's new digital 

connection (and other forthcoming 

solutions) will answer this dilemma. 

Presumably its DVD-A transports output 

an untouched bitstream for the external 

processor to work with. I've no doubt 

that the main man there, Bob Stuart, 

will have found a superior connection to 

the RCA ph ono termination, a digital 

connection that often does more harm 

than good. The other solution is the all­

analogue six-channel preamp and a 

'hair shirt', forget-the-home-cinema, !TU 

set-up. In the real world it's not hard to 

see which approach will win. 

is Hi-Fi Choice's former editor and a 

late convert to the possibilities of surround sound. 
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audio T 

Naim Audio Naim enjoyed 
a phenomenal six years of 
success with its slimline 
range and has recently redesigned 
each of the products to enhance their sound quality, 
appearance and flexibility. At the heart of the 5 series is the NAIT 5 inte­
grated amplifier, all of its functions are controlled by a microprocessor that 
is only powered when interpreting a button push, remote control signal or 
volume control movement before returning to sleep mode. Maximum 
flexibility has been built into the NAIT 5 for easy system expansion with no 
loss of sound quality. 

Available at BASINGSTOKE, BRENTWOOD, BRISTOL, CARDIF F, CAMBERLEY, CHELTENHAM, 

CHESTER, ENF IELD, EPSOM, EXETER, GLOUCESTER, OXFORD, READING, SOUTHAMPTON, 

SWANSEA, SWINDON, TU NB RIDGE WELLS, WEST HAMPSTEAD, WORCESTER 

W 
Wilson Benesch has consistantly 
developed products that captivate the 
hearts and minds of discerning audiophiles 
throughout the world. From turntables to 
tone-arms and in 1995 ·the A.C.T. One· 

the Worlds first curved floor-standing loudspeaker. With 
its multi alloy baffles and advanced carbon fibre 
composite structures, it remains as contemporary and 
successful today as it was five years ago. 

Available at BASINGSTOKE, BRENTWOOD, BRISTOL, CARDIF F, 

CHELTENHAM, EPSOM, READING, SOUTHAMPTON, SWANSEA, 

SWINDON, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, WEST HAMPSTEAD 

eCHORDe 

I:#Jfll Chord Electronics has become 
synonymous with outstanding performance. The 

companys range of products fulfils every stereo or multi-channel 
system requirement . Continual dedication to research and innovation, 

combined with excellence of build and sterling reliability have been 
rewarded by continued growth. Chord users include many of the most 
demanding customers in the audio world, both from professional and high­
end customer domains. 

Available at BASINGSTOKE, BRENTWOOD, BRISTOL, CAMBERLEY, 

CARDIFF, CHELTENHAM, EPSOM, EXETER, OXFORD, READING, 

SOUTHAMPTON, SWANSEA, SWINDON, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 

WEST HAMPSTEAD 

The B&W Nautilus™ has been hailed 
as the best loudspeaker money can 
buy. Radical in concept, astonishing in 
reality, its the worlds first cabinetless 

speaker. By using unique tube technology and placing 
the drive units right at the front, resonance is reduced. 
The net result (along with a few other secrets!) is the 
complete obliteration of unwanted cabinet resonance's. 
And perfectly transparent, flawless sound . 

Available at CAMBERLEY and CARDIF F 



a modern classic 
600 Series 3 

Our 600 Series hi-fi and home theatre speakers have always represented unbeatable performance in their price sector. Numerous awards ond acco­

lades have recognised that fact 

And ius! when you thought the best couldn't get any better- 600 Series 3 shows it can. 

Our high-end expertise influences every part of the design -tube-loaded metal dome tweeters, improved Kevlar'" cone midrange drivers, new aluminium 

cone bass drivers and FlowportTM are all skillfully blended with revised crossovers. Subtle styling changes bring the series right up to date with modern 

interiors and new models enable the range to cater for any application 

Experience sound as it was intended, with all its original colour and texture. 

Emotion from science. 

For further information contact B&W Loudspeakers UK on 01903 750750 

LISTEN AND YOU'LL SEE 
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