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Harman Kardon brings professional sound to your home.
AV receivers and DVD players lead a world class line-up
of quality hi-fi and audio-visual separates that bring out
the best in music and movies, whatever your tastes.

In short, you experience more.

harman/kardon’

Power for the Digital Revolution™

H A Harman International Company

EXPERIENCE

Harman Kardon is one of nineteen Harman International
companies, all at the forefront of sound recording and =~
reproduction. From music studios to tour and stadium
sound, film post-production to cinema and multimedia

to car audio, no one has more experience.

Harman Consumer UK, Borehamwood Industrial Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6 5PZ. Phone 020 8731 4670 for your nearest dealer or visit www.harman.com
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To make sure you get the
best advice, Hi-Fi Choice
employs the most
talented and experienced
writers in the business.

Jason previously edited Hi-Fi
Choice, but can now be found
swanning about the wilds of
Sussex indulging himself with
the very best hi-fi money can
buy. His own system is simply
sensational (trust us) and his
love of music knows no bounds.

PAUL
A former editor of Hi
Paul has been writing about his
beloved hi-fi hobby for some 26
years. In that time he has
become one of the world's most
respected sonic scribes and
probably the UK's foremost
loudspeaker reviewer. He also
writes for respected US hifi
journal Stereophile.

Science officer Miller is hifi's
undisputed king of lab testing.
He employs his own specially
designed equipment to pull
apart every measurable
parameter and explain its effect
on a product’s performance.

ALVIN GOLD

Alvin cut his hifi teeth in the
retail trade, and has now been
writing about his obsession for

more than 20 years. In that

time he has contributed to
almost every hifi periodical you
can think of (and several more

besides). Few can match his

elcome to the first official Hi-Fi
Choice Awards, a new annual event
that’s set to become the highlight of
the hi-fidelity calender. This issue is
crammed with the very best gear we've seen and
heard this year, from CD and DVD separates to
turntables, amps, speakers and accessories.

Hi-Fi Choice leaves no stone unturned in the
quest to find the best components, be they purely
for music or a wider range of home media. The
common thread is high performance — nowhere wil
you find a more comprehensive collection of high
fidelity gear for the discerning individual.

But before you turn to p28, consider first what
other delights lie inside this issue. Our Audio File
section brings its regular concoction of reportage —
news, information and advice. You'll find first
reviews of the latest kit in /ncoming and a selection
of low-cost performance boosters rated in Instant
Upgrades. We showcase another great system
solution in System Addict, highlight some superb
music in Choice Cuts and review a selection of state
of the art high-end gear in Statements. Then there’s
our definitive /n-Depth review of Pioneer’s latest
‘universal’ DVD-Audio/SACD
player, the remarkable
DV-757Ai, painstakingly
deconstructed on p58. There’s

just one dilemma. Which article

Tim Bowern editor

will you turn to first?

Star products in this issue

F’

s

1

encyclopedic knowledge of all
things audio.

e -

All contents © Future Publishing Ltd 2002. No part of this publication may be
reproduced in any form without the express permission of the publisher. While we make

66 KARAN KA-1180
Integrated stereo amp

58 PIONEER DV-757Al

every effort to ensure that everything we print in Hi-Fi Choice 1s factually correct, we i i
g Sl J Universal' DVD player

cannot be held responsible if factual errors occur. Advertisements are accepted by us in
good faith as correct at the time of going to press.

Richard is one talented guy:
a professional musician,
experienced recording engineer
and a highly knowledgeable
hifi enthusiast to boot. He's
particularly nerdy about cables.
It's probably Freudian.

Future Publishing s part of The Future Network plc. The Future Network produces carefully targeted
specialist magazines and websites for groups of people who share a passion. We aim to satisfy their
passion by creating titles that offer superb value for money, trustworthy information, multiple ways to

save time and money, and are a pleasure to read or visit Today we publish more than 80 magazines

and over 30 magazine websites and networks from offices in five countries. The company also licenses

32 of its titles resulting in over 150 local editions in 23 other countries. The Future Network plc is a

62 KRELL KPS 25SC
The world's best CD player

74 COPLAND 306/ 535
Multichannel amp

public company quoted on the London Stock Exchange (symbol: FNET).
Tel:+44 1225 442244 www.the futurenetwork plc.uk
Bath e London e Milan @ New York e Paris e San Francisco @ Wroclaw
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KARAN KA-1180
INTEGRATED
STEREO AMP
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The latest news, info and advice from HFCs
intrepid team of reporters.

The hottest new products including Project’s
RPM 6 turntable, Monitor Audio's S1
loudspeaker and Classé's CDP-10 CD player.

Gadgets to enhance your system.

An all-ltalian CD playing team from Audio
Analogue, Unison Research and Opera.

What the Hi-Fi Choice writers have been
treating their ears to this month.

The best kit from 2002,
the best buys for 2003.

It plays 'em all, and it plays 'em better.

Life at the CD high end.

Frill-free Yugoslavian powerhouse.

Prestige floorstanders with
super-high tendencies.

Extraordinarily good valve amplification.

All-analogue surround sound. With valves.

Bi-amp pioneer, the Lecson Quattra
integrated stereo amplifier revisited.

The recorded history of Miles Davis's
Kind Of Blue.

The long, slow road to direct digital transfer.
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Buy some classic equipment from the people
who know — fellow Hi-Fi Choice readers.
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The only guide you need to the very best in hi-fi.

125

What does it all mean?

137

How to get hold of a past review
or order a reprint.

David Vivian on the dubious delights
of sound and vision synchronicity.
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Editor's Choice
The Hi-Fi Choice Awarded to out- Products in the
Best Buy badge is standing products Statements and
only awarded to inour Group Tests In-depth sections
products found to that may not offer that really blow us
offer exceptional such exceptional away are eligible for
performance and value-for-money as a special Award
value for money a Best Buy, or may badge. The coveted
inan HFC Group not be suitable for Editor's Choice
Test. Buy this kit everyone, but still Award is reserved for
with absolute tumn in aconvincing | high-end products of
confidence. performance exceptional quality.

For 27 years, our unique tests have brought you the most
accurate guide to buying hii. Our mix of thorough Group Tests
and in-depth solo reviews ensures HFC is the magazine to trust.




® PRODUCT NEW.
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UNIVERSALLY CERTIFIABLE

NEW THX ULTRA-CERTIFIED ONKYO ‘UNIVERSAL DVD AND RECEIVER

| Onkyo's Integra-badged DV-SP800

‘universal’ DVD player is the latest disc
spinner to boast both DVD-Audio and SACD
compatibility. The new £1,200 player is in fact the
first THX Ultra certified DVD player — something
that Onkyo claims "guarantees the highest quality
standard in picture and sound".

Under the hood lies some impressive electronic
trickery including the Analog Devices 12-Bit/ 108
MHz noise shaped video converter that is said to
offer the finest picture available. On the audio side,
24-bit/192 kHz DACs are used and further noise-
shaping circuitry is employed to improve the
analogue output.

ACOUSTIC BOOMERANG
THE RETURN OF ACOUSTIC ENERGY'S AET

AcousticEnergy's AE1 loudspeaker will go MklIl next year. The

original speaker, launched in 1988, was primarily designed for
studio monitoring but it caught on quickly in audiophile circles. This
latest model is the result of a three-year R&D programme which has
produced a number of significant improvements. A new 120mm
ceramic-coated alloy cone is being used for the bass/mid driver and
the tweeter is an all-new wide-bandwidth unit with claimed low

distortion and an ultra-linear response.
The baffle is formed from a
10mm thick billet of aluminium for
mass rigidity and the cabinet's
internal walls are laminated with
anti-resonance steel plating with
tensioned steel cross braces. It's
likely to sell for £1,690 a pair.
@ Acoustic Energy 01285 654432
& www.acoustic-energy.co.uk
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Also sporting THX Ultra certification is Onkyo's
new £1,600 ‘network’ receiver, the TX-NROOOE. This
comprehensively specced receiver contains unique
Windows-based software technology called Net-

Tune, that allows users to connect the unit to a PC or

Local Area Network (LAN). This makes it possible to
compile and transfer MP3, WMA and WAV file
databases and playlists that can then be accessed

through the receiver's remote control. With a

broadband internet connection, users can also
directly access internet radio stations and store them
in one of 30 presets. Both products should be in the
shops soon.

& Jamo UK 01788 573100 4 www.onkyo.net

. With DAB tuners under
£130 these days it was

just a matter of time before
the big-name budget brands
gotinon the act. The
Goodmans is one of the first,
incorporating DAB tunersinto
arange of budget hi-fi gear

in-car head unit and personal
CD player. The most exciting
product is a standalone
GTS2000 DAB tuner, likely to

including a portable CD player,

KEY FEATURES
TX-NR9OOE RECEIVER
(® THX Surround EX, DTS, DTS-ES,
Discrete/Matrix 6.1, DTS Neo:6, DTS
24/96, Dolby Digital, Dolby Digital EX,
Dolby Pro Logic IT decoding

@® MP3, WAV, WMA decoding

® Etﬁernet(l\It—Tune) port

@® 6 x 150 watts RMS

® 192 kHz/24-bit audio D/A converters
® 7.17chanrrmel7ir;put for DVD-Audio/SAED
(@ 39 DSP modes N

@® Crossover adjustment
(40/60/80/ 100/120 Hz)

(@ HD DSP (High Definition DSP)
@® Full-function backlit remote
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GOODMANS GOES DAB

DAB PRODUCTS FROM BUDGET SUPREMOS

retail around the £130 mark
when it launches in early
2003. All the products benefit
from additional FM/ MW
tuners to provide radio in
areas where DAB is not yet
available. The GPS280
portable CD player is the first
product to hit the shops and
will be available before the
end of the year.

@ Goodmans 02392 391100
4 www.goodmansdigital.co.uk



KIND OF BLUENOTE

Italian turntable specialist Bluenote is hoping to

delight analogue lovers by introducing a number
of its turntables to the UK. The Florence-based
manufacturer specialises in producing vinyl spinning
components, and in the last two years has concentrated
much of its effort on producing high performance record
decks. The range set for the UK includes the £999
Bellavista, the £2,500 Belvedere (pictured) and the

£4,200 flagship Bellagio.

A choice of three one-piece polished aluminium
tonearms of ‘unipivot' design are also available priced at

Bluenote Belvedere

£375 (U3), £595 (Borghese) and £999 (Borromeo). An
as yet unnamed solid titanium tonearm is also promised
for next year. Distributors Eminent Audio will also be
offering two Bluenote loudspeakers for this year, a
two-way A3 standmount and A6 floorstander, both
available in a choice of finishes.

Bluenote also has a range of electronics including
CD players, amplifiers and phono stages, which are
likely to brought to the UK in early 2003.

2 Eminent Audio 01746 769156
www.eminentaudio.co.uk

TEAC LEGACY

Three new small and stylish

AV systems are coming from
TEAC, just in time for Christmas.
Toppingthe new Legacy range is
the Legacy 800 surround receiver
and DVD player (pictured), followed
by the 700 DVD receiver with
matching three-channel power
amp, and the 600 CD receiver.

A choice of matching
loudspeakers is also available in
two-channel and multichannel
sub/sat varieties. The Legacy series
is available now with prices starting
at £250 for the 600 CD receiver.
@ TEAC UK 01923 819630
# www.teaccouk

CRESTAVAWAVE

KEF has revamped its entry-level

Cresta range with three new models.
The two-way standmount Cresta 10 and
floorstanding Cresta 30 are joined by the
20c centre speaker for surround
applications, with all models using KEF's
own 25mm silk-dome tweeter and high-
quality crossovers. A 130mm bass/ mid
driver is fitted in the stereo models with a
smaller 100mm version fitted into the
centre channel. KEF claims that the range
“will change your perceptions of
inexpensive loudspeakers”, a claim we hope
to test soon. All models are available
now in a choice of finishes,
priced from £100 for the
20c and £130 for the 30.
= KEFAudio 01622 672261
& www.kef.com

MORDAUNT-SHORT has a new
subwoofer set to launch
officially at the CES 2003

show in Las Vegas this coming
January. The new MS909W
will the brand's £500 flagship
sub sporting its proprietary
‘continuos profile cone’
technology. The 300mm drive
unit is powered by a high-
efficiency 300 watt 'digital’
amplifier that's claimed to
offer low distortion and a
huge dynamic range.

= 0845 128 3951

NAD's latest receiver, the T752, is
the first of three new multichannel
AV amps from the brand offering
7.1 channel decoding. Priced at
£600, the new model offers 5x80
watts of continuos power from
within the familiar battle grey
casework. Capable of decoding a
compehensive array of audio
formats the T752 also offers a 7.1
channel input for use with DVD-
Audio and SACD sources. NAD's
PowerDrive amp technology means
that the amp can efficiently drive a
range of speakers including those
with low impedance ratings
= 01908 319360

TITAN the Essex-based
loudspeaker manufacturer of
20 years has just launched a
new standmount speaker, the
T2/ S. The new model uses a
130mm handcrafted
aluminium bass/ mid driver
and a FOCAL inverted-dome
titanium tweeter both housed
within a rigid 20mm MDF
cabinet. The T2/ S sells for
£500 and is available now in a
choice of veneers.
= 01702 206870

FARADAY sound has launched a
new speaker called the Emperor.
Priced at £595 the new model
uses a titanium dome tweeter and
a new 180mm Polykevlar
mid/bass driver all housed in a
unique low-density concrete
cabinet that Faraday claims
virtually eliminates panel
vibrations. Weighing in at 19kg
the new biwirable Emperor has a
claimed six ohm impedance and a
sensitivity of 90.5dB.

@ 01603 762967 ®




CONNOISSEUR'S
CHOICE

A new form of Energy has recently
been discovered in Ontario, Canada

@ SHARP's latest personal MiniDisc

recorder, the IM-MT899H, is the
brand's first model to feature Net
MD - a technology that allows
the user to download MP3, WAV
and WMA files from a PC at high
speed via a USB connection. With
the supplied Open MG software
audio files can be transferred
from a computer at up to 32x
speed with “no loss of quality”.
Also featured is MDLP

recording and a 160 second
anti-shock memory.

& 0800 262 958

VIN AVINYLC
! TerraTec's Phono Preamp
1 Studio is a specialist plug
and software |
which allows
you to
convert your
vinyl or
cassettes into i
MP3s on your
PC. We've got |
five to give
away. All you have to do is
answer this simple question: |
WHAT MATERIAL ARE :
LP RECORDS MADE FROM? |
A: polycarbonate
B: vinyl
C: interesting cheese

Send your answer enclosing
your name, address and
phone number to:

TerraTec Competition, Hi-Fi
Choice, Future Publishing,
99 Baker St, London, W1U
6FP. Closing date for
entries 1 January 2003.

JANUARY 2003
9-12  CES, Las Vegas, USA
001 703 907 7041

FEBRUARY

16 AudioJumble 2003, Tonbridge
01892 540022
www.audiojumble.co.uk

21-23 Sound & Vision show
Bristol, 01242 239 839

MAY/ JUNE

29-1 High End Society, Frankfurt
+49 202 702022 or email
Paxa@highendsociety.de
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Energy C-1

and is making its way over to UK shores.
The new Connoisseur loudspeaker range
from Energy descends from the original 22
Reference Connoisseur of 20 years ago,
with prices starting at £250.

The range comprises eight models: three
floorstanders, two standmounts, two rear
channel speakers and a centre speaker for
multichannel applications. Matching
stands are available, and there's also a
choice of two active subwoofers.

All models feature the latest tweaks
from Energy, delivering increased cabinet
rigidity and improved damping of the
bass/mid drivers. It's rumoured that local
lumberjacks may have provided the fine
Canadian Maple finish option and all you
connoisseurs will be pleased to know
prices range from £250 for the C-1
standmount, to £1,000 for the C-9
floorstander.

@ API 01787 249656
www.energy-speakers.com

SATELLITES
LAUNCHED

Respected two-channel

loudspeaker brand ProAc's
new satellite and subwoofer
package is touted as a true
high-end solution to compact
multichannel audio. The Hexa
package is based around four
satellites each employing 125mm
bass/mid cones and a new 25mm
tweeter. An active subwoofer with
a 200mm high power drive unit
joins a dedicated centre channel
speaker to complete the package,
which is available in real wood
veneer for £2,500.
2 Celef Audio 01280 700147
www.proac-loudspeakers.comk

awards 2002

CELESTION ELECTRICA

Original loudspeaker

brand Celestion has
made the move into electronics
this month.
Two new products, the
AVR300 receiver and the DVD
300 DVD player will form a
new slender line-upina
contemporary silver finish.
Matching Celestion speaker
packages including sub/ sat

offerings will be available to
give consumers a packaged
multichannel AV solution.
Prices for a complete system
start at £1,500 for DVD,
receiver and the AVP305
speaker package. The new
Celestion electronics are in the
shops now.

2 Celestion 01622 687442
# www.celestion.com




Best seat in the house

The experiences this chair has had! The amazing performances, concerts and gigs it has witnessed from all around the musical world
From the front row at Carnegie Hall to the stalls at Brixton Academy, from the dress circle of the Sydney Opera House to the bar in
Ronnie Scott's — this chair has been there! It has experienced music as it should be heard — alive and vibrant, with every nuance and

emotion as clear as the musicians intended

The Rotel 02 Series is a new range of hifi from a company with a reputation for delivering award-winning sounds at realistic prices.
The 02 Series' superb sound is the result of Rotel's Balanced Design Concept — an infegrated approach that ensures five star performance

To find out how the Rotel 02 Series can take you to the world's greatest musical venues, call B&W Loudspeakers on 01903 221500.

7 Series

The new Rotel

also available in black

"""‘“"'F!.! : mmm
Ho ¥ H F K ROTEL % H H K

Rotel RA-02 Rotel RCD-02
September 2002 B&W Loudspeakers, Dale Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 2BH, United Kingdom, www.rotel.com September 2002
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PUMP UP THE VOLUME

Prét a porter audio has finally arrived in the shape of Music Pumps -
monoblock power amps encased in stiletto shoes and the Music Purse
preamp housed in a handbag. Naturally, they're available in your own
choice of colours. A collaboration between shoe maker Classic Pumps and
Canadian hi-fi company Blue Circle (a designer from from the latteris a
Classic Pumps customer), the idea was to make a unique amplifier based

on the theory that we have both left and right
shoes and left and right amplifiers.

Music Pumps power amps deliver 25
watts from a size 11.5 Lola shoe for $800
(£511) a pair. The Music Purse preamp

costs $500 (£320) and has three line
inputs, it comes in a Californian-style
model 708 purse for which you can
specify any stock patent leather or
kid leather colour in stock.
Genuine fashion victims can
also have the Music Pumps
Strap interconnect at
$75 (£48)/2m.

PROTECTION RACKET

Sunncomm is the latest brand to join the CD copy protection scramble. It
has been developing an anti-piracy system called MediaMax CD-3 designed
to restrict the use of both CDs and DVD-Audio discs. The technology
integrates with the Windows platform on a PC to restrict the way material
can be used. Specifically, you can't play the standard PCM tracks that a CD
player accesses — only the compressed WMA versions. These files cannot be
sent via email or shared on other networked computers.

On the subject of compatibility with hi-fi equipment, Sunncomm'’s Bill
Whitmore says: "Our tests have shown MediaMax to be compatible with the
CD audio and DVD players on the market today... | believe that this suite of

products has achieved the correct balance between playability and security”.

It seems unlikely that users will be able to download the WMA files on to
portable devices however. The company is in the process of licensing its
technologies to a variety of record companies.
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One blue laser disc will hold
this many ordinary DVDs

Adding to the general confusion over enhanced disc formats, Toshiba
and NEC have announced an alternative blue laser technology to
industry standard Blu-ray. In much the same way as Sony and Philips
came up with SACD when the audio world was awaiting DVD-Audio,
NEC and Toshiba have their own data storage format lined up to
succeed DVD in the coming years, but pitted against Blu-ray which is
supported by nine major electronics companies.

The advantage of this as yet unnamed format is that it is backwards
compatible with existing DVD software while being capable of storing
20GB per side (DVD has a capacity of 4.7GB, though Blu-ray can handle
up to 27GB). Blue lasers will not however play CD-R discs, something that
the music industry might welcome but not a great commercial proposition.
The new format seems to be a rival to Toshiba's work with Warner on
HD/DVD9, a new high resolution red laser format, reported last month.

The purpose of both blue laser formats is to increase the amount of
data on a 12cm disc and allow high definition video or longer
playing/recording times for ordinary video. At the CD bit rate a blue laser
disc could store several day's worth of audio, but given that existing DVD
software and recorders are not aiming to provide several hour's worth of
music, this is an unlikely application.

AIWA AUGMENTS
SONY’S LOW END

Aiwa has now become a wholly
owned subsidiary of the Sony
Corporation. In February this year
Aiwa, which was previously half-
owned by Sony, agreed to integrate
its business operations with those
of the new parent company. That
agreement became concrete in
October. The two brands will retain
separate identities but the effect of the move will be for Aiwa to
cover the lower end of the market in order to compete with the
multiplicity of cheap brands coming out of China.

In a report in electronics industry bible EE Times, Sony
President Kunitake Ando said: "Chinese and Korean brands
are a threat to us. They are strong in the price zone that Sony
does not carry products (for). We can develop products with
the Aiwa brand making full use of Sony's engineering and
manufacturing technologies”. He added that, “Unless we take
drastic measures we will be hit and sunk by countries like
China and Korea".

Kunitake Andb, ony president




SEE WHERE IT TAKES YOU

Introducing the latest addition to the Series 5, the Naim AV2 (Audio Video) processor. It not only enhances anything you listen to,
it makes everything you watch come to life. People talk about 'Surround Sound', at Naim we immerse you.

W O R L D C l.A S S H | FI For your nearest stockist call +44 (0)1722 332266. Or visit www.naim-audio.com

THE ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM




© BEATS'N'PIECES

BOOK OF
THE MONTH
Behind The Glass
By Howard Massey
‘ Backbeat UK
® £17
You may
have
bought this
Behind the Glass magazine
for advice
HOWARD. on how to

MASSEY

s get the best
out of your recorded music
collection, but spare a
thought for those whey-
faced troopers who spend
nights on end buried in
their sonic bunkers,
crafting the sounds that
will eventually make their
way into your record
collection. Veteran
journalist Howard Massey
has compiled over 30
interviews with some of
the greats from his years at
EQ magazine, including
George Martin, Brian
Wilson, Arif Mardin, John
Leckie and Nile Rogers.
Each interview is short and
pertinent, well balanced
between technical advice
and a producer's eye views
of the stars.

Though aimed primarily
at anyone who's likely to
see the inside of a
recording studio, it also
has plenty of tips to offer
the hi-fi enthusiast and a
wealth of insights relating
to classic (mostly rock and
pop) albums, including yet
more info on Pet Sounds,
Prince enhancing the
ambience by transforming
any studio he plays in into
a purple palace, and the
theory behind throwing
feedbacking guitars off
cliffs. Fast, fun and
informative.
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SYSTEM BUILDER

EACH MONTH, WE PICK A FAVOURITE DISC AND

BUILD A SYSTEM TO SHOW IT AT ITS BEST

TURNTABLE
Michell Gyro SE
£829

Not only does it look
the canine’s cojones,
the beautifully
engineered Gyro SE is
very at home with any
style of music you demand of it.

Rhythmic detail is recovered with vigour
and the clean and open treble won't fatigue
all-night rocker's ears. HFC 223

B

rage against the |{mact

RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE
Rage Against the Machine epic

For many, this disc is as far as their penchant for
hard rock goes. Now ten years old, the debut from
the angry Californian Ragers revolutionised the rock

SPEAKERS

Living Voice Auditorium £1,500

The most affordable product from an
award-winning line-up, the Auditorium is
an incredibly dynamic and coherent
loudspeaker that tells the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the musical truth.
This speaker rocks in style. HFC180

scene with their uniquely fresh fusion of heavy rock
and hip hop. Punctuated with jazz and punk
elements the vocal message is hard-hitting, left
wing political rap, delivered with heavyweight
punch and unpretentious passion.

What's more, it's also a superbly slick piece of studio
work that's clean, expressive and dynamic, and
particularly fine on vinyl. Drop the needle into the
groove on the dynamite system we've assembled on
the right and feel the rage — only the coldest and
blandest of hearts could fail to be invigorated.

dy ...a fresh idea
Welcome to audiophilecandy.com [

.
AudiophileCandy.com has one of the largest selections of RDC2 Cones
class leading audio accessories available, buy on-fine or o
request our latest free catalogue if you haven't already got co =
Ly ROC SPP Plattorm

Supplier of hi-fi accessori

s, audiophile software;

SA and hifi uparades and fre
Our accessories are regarded as the best ava

“...as many of these accessories are unobt ainable from conventional i
dealers, are system and situation dependent, but can make a very

worthwhile difference to the sound of your audio system, it looks like o (PSSP IPeY? (N

win, win situation to us." - Hifi+ Magazine

To obtain our free full colour catalogue click on our order catalogue
button to the left.

& Bookmark this page.

Another satisfied customer

May I just say how good your free advert service is. I placed my
record deck for sale and sold it the next day for just 10 pounds less
than my asking price to a fellow hifi enthusiast as opposed to a second
hand store who want to give you nothing. Thanks Again

Paul Goulding - Hyperspace

awards 2002

AMPLIFIER
Sugden A21a £900/£1,000 (with Phono MM/MC)

This expressive solid state amp uses single-ended Class A
circuit topology to good effect - its glorious midband paints
music on a grand scale. Not hugely powerful, but it can
match the sensitive Auditorium speakers perfectly. HFC 224

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH

Audiophile Candy

For the uninitiated, Audiophile Candy
il\uh::hiie(cudy is the accessories branch of

hififorsale.com — two sites that when
combined offer perhaps the most comprehensive range of
hi-fi bits and bobs in the UK.

Covering a vast range of products from isolation cones to
mains conditioners, the site provides something for
everyone and is likely to carry just the tweaking tool you've
been searching for. Clear, secure and easy to use,
audiophilecandy.com puts a wealth of hard-to-find
products within easy reach. But be warned - bashing the
plastic is all too easy.
www.audiophilecandy.com




NEW MUSIC inTHESTUDIO

ARTISTS RECENTLY SPOTTED EMERGING BLINKING INTO THE
DAYLIGHT AFTER COMPLETING THEIR LATEST MASTERWORKS

GREAT MUSIC FOR HI-FI AUDITIONS

JOHN MARTYN

Solid Air island

"John Martyn's 1973 classic is one of
many highlights of a fascinating career.
The marriage of his unique guitar playing
and Danny Thompson's double bass still
sounds fantastic nearly 30 years on.
Island’s remastered CD sounds absolutely

breathtakmg and is an ideal workout for any demonstrations. Why does

he remain a cult figure?” Matthew Savine, via email

What's your favourite disc for hi-fi auditioning? Why not write in and
tell us — 100 words on what and why — we'd love to hear about it. Email
your choice to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or write in to Classic Demo

Discs, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London W1U 6FP @@Qj? ]

# 3 Massive Attack

HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - HIFI'S SUPER TWEAKER MASSIVE ATTACK was only released in September. “It's

Spike adjustment Title thc virgin, Feb 2003 a totally New York obsessed album,
Spiked feet can be a mixed blessing - the Massive Attack have spent more than  quite dark and fucked up”, quoth the

. - four years working on the follow-u country rock saviour.
increased tightness and control are palpable, : . . Y

- : £ to Mezzanine. They've scrapped
but there is a danger that you might sacrifice a material and started afresh several TURIN BRAKES
certain relaxed ease and natural warmth. If

times, but with release scheduled to Ether Song Source, Feb 2003

you're using spikes and want to get the best out coincide wi.th tour dates in thg new “If the first album was a journey
year, deadlines are now looming. across a desert, the new one is a
Guest vocalists include Damon journey into the ether,” south London

of them, careful adjustment is critical. This
means setting the relative height of each spike Albarn and Horace Andy.
exactly so that there's no rock or play — not easy when four points are
used. To find the correct height, use a spirit level and make your
adjustments without load.

With a speaker stand, remove the speaker and adjust the spikes so
that the stand sits firmly on the floor, then tighten the locking nuts.
Put the speaker in place and check for movement. This should
eliminate situations where the spikes are slightly out of kilter, but the

duo Turin Brakes say mysteriously of
the follow-up to their 2001 Mercury
NICK CAVE & THE BAD SEEDS Prize shortlisted debut, The Optimist.
Nocturama Mute, Feb 2003 Produced by Tony Hoffer (Beck, Air,
Recorded in Melbourne with the Bad Supergrass), song titles include Rain
Seeds, the 12th studio album of City, Blue Hourand Long Distance.
Cave's career follows swiftly on the

heels of 2001's No More Shall We ALSO COMING SOON...
Part. Production is by Cave and Nick ROCK/ POP

3 s . S Launay (Talking Heads/Gang Of Kelly Rowland Simply Deep (Sony)
mass of?he |tem supAported d|sgl{|ses this by dlstortlng the shelf or Four). The ten tracks include Bring It 12 Dec, The Orb Back To Mine
frame. It's especially important with shelves which are made from On, due to be the first single. (DMC) 12 Dec, Reef Together (Sony)

20 Jan, Stereo MCs Title tbc 27 Jan,
BLUR Erasure Other People’s Songs
Title tbc em, March 2003 (Mute) 27 Jan
Minus guitarist Graham Coxon, Blur
have just spent a month in Morocco CLASSICAL/ JAZZ
finishing their seventh studio album. ~ Janusz Olejniczak/ Wladyslaw
They've recorded 28 tracks and Szpilman The Pianist (Soundtrack)
recruited producers including (Sony) 10 Dec, Wynton Marsalis

glass or other hard materials.

MUSIC THAT AMUSED US WHILE CREATING THIS ISSUE
Orbital In Sides

Yann Tiersen LAbsente

Missy Elliott Under Construction
Various Artists Urban Culture
Cannonball Adderley
Somethin’ Else

Foo Fighters One By One
Bootsy Collins Play With Bootsy
Philip Glass Naqoyqatsi
Various Artists Cuisine Non Stop
Badly Drawn Boy

Have You Fed The Fish?

Norman Cook, the Dust Brothers and
the Neptunes. “It's a luxury having so
many songs and | haven't started
thinking about which will make the
record,” says Damon Albarn.

RYAN ADAMS

Love Is Hell Lost Highway, early 2003
“I've finished tracking the songs for
the next record and now I'm going
into the studio to finish them with
Ethan Johns producing,” says the
ludicrously prolific other Adams,
whose current album, Demolition,

All Rise (Sony) 10 Dec, Terje Rydal
Lux Aeterna (ECM) 10 Dec, Anne
Sophie Von Otter Offenbach Arias
(Universal) 20 Jan, Ry Cooder/
Manuel Galban Mambo Sinuendo
(EastWest) 27 Jan

DVD

Austin Powers 2: Gold Member
2 Dec, Bjork: Royal Opera House
2 Dec, Deep Purple: Machine
Head 2 Dec, Madness: Take It
Or Leave It 9 Dec, Men In

Black 11 27 Jan
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Cobalt 816 S
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The JMlab Cobalt 816 Signature is a
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tall, front-ported grey aluminium box
edged with two-side cherry wooden cheeks
and a metal grille which is claimed to be
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entirely acoustically transparent. At the back,
the crossover is on show, hidden behind a
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half-way design, featuring a 165mm bass

unit, a matching 165mm mid

bi-wire terminals. The speaker is a two

range driver

‘Tioxid' tweeter

unit with a 19mm voice coil. This speaker is

and a single 25mm inverted

claimed to have a sensitivity of 91.5dB and a
nominal impedance of eight ohms (which

swings down to 3.3ohms at worst).

Like the plain Cobalt 816 before it (tested
in HFC 224), the Signature combines strong

bass with a near-holographic midband and

treble, which extends way past the threshold

of hearing. This might not mean super-

but it

does sound clean and more extended than

1

tweeter style extended frequency range

most floorstanders at the price. That means a

sound that is exceptionally open and detailed

with fantastic imagery,

but perhaps not the

sweetest around. This makes a great sound

for good classic hi-fi

discs - the acoustic pop

sounds fantastic
- but can be uncomfortably raucous with The

1

of Rare On Air, for example

1

Strokes. On balance,

Two-and-a-half

way speaker

though, the brightness is

easy to live with,

RO

LY

o

especially as you end up
with a speaker with a

Floorstanding design
25mm Focal
inverted tweeter

stereo image normally

165mm
bass/mid unit

reserved for electrostatics

and ribbon designs.

165mm bass unit

While the Cobalt 816 S

doesn

91.5dB sensitivity

8 ohm nominal

impedance

t time like a decent

sealed-box speaker —
fast-paced rhythms tend

Maximum power
rating 125 watts

www.hifichoice.co.uk | awards 2002
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to blur and slow thanks to the bass
port — the bass depth more than makes
up for the lack of precision timing.
Again, this steers the speaker away
from driving and raucous music, as The
Clash will sound more like a mild ruck
and Metallica more like flabby plastic
than hard metal. But, on the Dead Man
Walking soundtrack, this depth, allied
to a stunning midband, will make you
hungry for more.

One of the hidden joys of the 816 S is
that the speaker uses tailor-made
speaker drivers. This is common among
JMlab speakers, with more than 200
different Focal drive unit designs in the
portfolio. The advantage is in the
crossover network which is a shade
simpler than most at this price. This
offers more revealing performance
without the hike in efficiency such
detail normally requires. It also allows
the speakers to play loud if needed -
Metallica's Enter Sandman can fill a
room at concert levels easily.

But there are downsides. The speakers
are not perfectly shielded and also need
more space than most. They come with
foam port bungs, but this is a speaker
that lives and breathes for free space -
and lots of it. Also, there is the not
insignificant matter of run-in. Normally
speakers of this price level are working
at their best within a couple of weeks

“The brightness is
easy to live with,
especially as you
get a speaker with
the kind of stereo
image normally
reserved for
electrostatics and
ribbon designs.”

of use — but in this case hundreds and
hundreds of hours are recommended to
rid the speakers of the peaky treble
that appears from time to time.

Overall, these speakers win out. They
image with stunning precision, have a
vanishing 3D midband and treble, even
if it has a touch of brightness. Even the
bass is good and deep, if not the
fastest in hi-fi. In short, if you have a
big room and want a vivid and vital
sounding speaker for around a grand,
this French newcomer is a must-listen.
@ JMlab 0121 616 5126
& www.focal-jmlab.co.uk

The differences between this model and
the standard Cobalt 816 are small but
significant. The tweeter sports the latest
Tioxid 5 anodising process and the
midrange speaker has been tweaked for
even greater clarity. This has also meant
the crossover has been revoiced and
modified slightly. Finally, the Signature
features damping material from the more
up-market Electra range.

JMlab can revoice its speaker drive
units with ease - it not only makes
loudspeakers, it makes its own drivers
thanks to its drive-unit manufacturer
division, called Focal, which also makes
drive units for many of the other top
loudspeaker companies, too.

Panasonic DVD-RA82

DVD-Audio/ Video
player

Panasonic realises that many people like

their multichannel gear small, sleek and
relatively cheap — perhaps to counter the extra
space and money consumed by the speakers. The
DVD-RA82 is part of the company's ultra slim
range of mirror-fronted kit, and it looks pretty
smart, even if it feels a bit lightweight. It's a
DVD-Audio player — the cheapest yet — and
therefore has the requisite six-channel output
along with a reasonable selection of video and
audio connections (but sadly no component
video) as well as onboard decoders for Dolby
Digital and DTS.

The main unit may appeal, but the remote
certainly doesn't. Bluntly revealing the budget
nature of this kit, it's awful to look at, and awful to
use. Operation is a bit of a pain, whatever source
you're using, especially as the minimal fascia
controls don't offer much assistance either.

But this minor irritation would matter not, if only
the music playback wasn't so anaemic and
spiritless. It's not that it's bad at playing stereo
CDs — not compared to many of the more
affordable DVD players around - it's just so dam
bland. It may not sound as bright or harsh as
some, but it does sound thin and lacks excitement.

DVD-Audio playback is better served, and it
begins to convince with Linkin Park's
Reanimation. But it still lacks the dynamic range
and sense of space the surround sound format
revels in — especially with classical music, which
once again falls flat. Movie performance is only
passable at the price and we'd recommend
bypassing the internal decoders, as those in even
the most modestly priced receivers outperform
them when it comes to
punch and guts.

This is budget kit, and
attempts to squeeze in too
much for the money - it
therefore ends up not doing
enough of anything in
particular.

@ Panasonic 08705 357357
# www.panasonic.co.uk

DVD-Audio, DVD-
Video, CD playback
DVD-RAM playback
FiGB Scart socket
S-Video output

Optical and coaxial
digital outputs

Dolby Digital and
DTS decoder

Thin, stylish design

awards 2002 | www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE
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Project RPM 6
turntable &
tonearm

Project's latest £500 RPM 6 is a

very basic design with a tall
(but not high-mass) platter, a heavy
brass clamp and an outrigger armboard
with a Project 9 tonearm fitted. And
that's basically it — the power supply is
a plug-topper, there is no cover and
changing the speed involves lifting the
outer platter and changing the belt
position like a Rega deck.

But 'basic’ doesn't mean 'bad’ - far
from it, in fact. That Project 9 tonearm,
featured in practically every Project
turntable, is infinitely adjustable and
tweakable. Similarly, that big, medium-
weight platter is made from MDF and
features a 4mm vinyl mat - all perfect
for minimising stray resonance. The
three screw-in cones provide both fine-
tuning levelling and also act well to
sink yet more resonance away from the
all-important diamond/vinyl interface.
And although it is a rigid deck, there is
one concession to suspension — the AC
motor is on a metal plate that is
decoupled on a neat rubber band.

The RPM 6 is a strikingly good

18 | HI-FI CHOICE  www hifichoice.co.uk | awards 2002

Turntable/arm
combination

Non-suspended
design

AC motor with
power switch on
underside of deck

Powder-coated
brass record puck

Tonearm bearings
to ABEC7 quality

VTA adjustable arm

%
|
%

turntable in almost every respect. It
might not be quite as detailed and as
tonally neutral as the turntable used as
reference point, but as that turntable is
an SME Model 10 and costs almost
seven times the price of the Project, that
is hardly a criticism. In fact, it highlights
just how good the Project RPM 6 really
is. Perhaps it lacks the brilliant finish
and the last level of information retrieval
of the SME, perhaps it isn't quite as
musical as a Linn LP12 or have as much
deep bass as a Nottingham Analogue or
a VPI. But then the fact that most of
those decks cost many times more than
the Project, implies that it must be
doing something very right.

It is. The RPM 6 is wonderfully
articulate and lucid, allowing you to
listen into the recording as if you were
in the studio. This stunning,
holographic imagery is coupled to a
bouncy, yet not overt sense of rhythm
with a fair lick of speed to it. It makes
the RPM 6 more than able to cope with
the entire canon of pop and rock music,

Henley Designs supplied this turntable
with an unconventional cartridge,
given the deck’s cost. It came with a
£300 Ortofon MC 25 FL, a low-output
moving coil with a fine line stylus.
Why unconventional? Simply because,
more than any other aspect of hi-fi
systems, record players tend to follow
a strict hierarchy and a £300 cartridge
on a £500 turntable/arm combination
breaks that hierarchy. Typically, a £100
moving magnet cartridge would be the
more common partner to a £500 deck.
But, the RPM 6 is no normal £500
deck; it can confidently handle
cartridges far more demanding than it
has any right to.

from worn-out mono pressings of the
Beach Boys' Pet Sounds right up to date
with the excellent Hustle! LP of reggae
versions of disco classics, in particular,
Xanadu and Sweet Lady's mental cover
version of Rapper’'s Delight. This last
also highlights just how good the RPM
6 is at digging up bass tones.
Ultimately, this bass — especially the
upper bass — can be a bit leaden, but
this is not significant in the grand
scheme of things, so long as you don't
partner the RPM 6 with lots of warm
and woolly-sounding equipment.

The Project RPM 6 is extremely good,
so good in fact that it could be your
first taste of high-end audio. You could
even hook this up to high-quality valve
pre-power amplifiers and speakers far
more expensive than the RPM 6 and
still not notice its limitations. And that
spells 'bargain’ to us.

@ Henley Designs 01235 511166
# www.henleydesigns.co.uk

“This stunning, holographic imagery is
coupled to a bouncy, yet not overt sense
of rhythm with a fair lick of speed to it.”




IV;‘lt/iliitor Audio S1 speaker

Unlike the hoards of ‘modded’
motors triggering GATSO
cameras throughout the county, the
new Silver Series range of speakers from
Essex-based Monitor Audio is claimed
to have been built from scratch rather
than 'evolving’ from old SS designs. The
manufacturer promises new cabinet
engineering and driver technology in
the six-strong range, starting with the
£300 S1 standmount and extending to
the S10 floorstander at £1,000.
All-new C-CAM drivers use a Ceramic
Coated Aluminium Magnesium alloy to
increase cone rigidity, reduce distortion
and give a more linear frequency
response (see box). To our ears this
should mean speed, good neutrality
and detail. The same technology is
applied to the 25mm tweeter that
extends to 30kHz, future-proofing the
little S1 against the new breed of
extended bandwidth music formats.
Both new drivers are housed in an
equally new and slender 1Y9mm MDF
cabinet that minimises diffraction due
to its minuscule cabinet to driver ratio.
Our ‘rosemah’ finish, one of four, looks
superb — in fact, overall the speaker is
one of the most impressive looking
boxes we've seen this year for under
£300. Build quality is excellent, with
smart looking drivers and stunning vinyl.
Ported at the rear with terminals for
bi-wiring, the little ST enjoyed having
some space behind it and lapped up
the Arcam bi-amplification we fed it.

Monitor Audio has long specialised in
metal coned drivers. The latest units
designed for the Silver Series are claimed
to be more powerful and space efficient,
using re-designed C-CAM alloy cones -a
ceramic alloy coating that increases the
drivers' rigidity and pistonic operation,
giving a smoother frequency response.
The larger units also benefit from new
surrounds that allow greater cone
excursions, giving lower distortion and
slimmer cabinet widths. A new CCAM
tweeter has been developed for this
latest Silver Series, with a superior
surround and motor system, which helps
extend the frequency response to 30kHz
- useful with wide bandwidth sources.

True to our expectations of the ceram-
ic/alloy-coated drivers, the S1 proves
very quick with fabulous transient
speed and a musicality that instantly
engages the listener and draws you in.
The drivers take some running-in,
sounding a bit harsh at first (metallised
drivers can be a bit much for unaccus-
tomed ears — imagine Dylan playing
harmonica in your tiled bathroom), but
patience is rewarded with an explicitly
detailed treble that resolves subtle
high-frequency detail with ease.

Free from boxiness, the S1's agility
extends to a midband that projects
vocals with a genuine realism and
accuracy. However, in our test the S1
was on the end of a relatively laid-back
system and we would suggest a diligent
audition if you have a forward system, or
a fairly bright room. With Tori Amos's

Two-way rear ported
design

90d8B sensitivity

Impedance: 6 ohms

25mm Gold Dome
C-CAM tweeter

150mm C-CAM
bass/mid driver

Dimensions:
17x30x24cm (WxHxD)

Finishes: Warm
beech, black oak,
natural oak or
rosemah

Caught A Light Sneeze, a useful test
track, the S1 delivered impressive bass
slam and impact with the opening
passage, progressing to offer an
articulate presentation of vocals and the
many layers of instrumentation.

Most notable however, was the way in
which the S1 accurately delivers all the
drama of fast-paced rock — capturing the
pace and rhythm essential for such
energetic styles. Stringed instruments
retain plenty of attack, making classical
guitar appear very natural and open,
piano too benefits from an impressively
accurate timbre. It's hard to fathom how
Monitor Audio does it for £300 - the S1
has to be the bargain of the Silver Series
and comes heartily recommended if you
crave speed and resolution.

2 Monitor Audio 01473 824768
& www.monitoraudio.co.uk

“Metallised drivers can be a bit much for unaccustomed
ears - like Dylan playing harmonica in your tiled bathroom.”
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TerraTec CAR 4000
hard drive jukebox

The name doesn't bode well: CAR stands for Compressed

Audio Recording. Let's not beat about the bush, this is
basically an MP3 personal jukebox disguised as a hi-fi
component. For the hefty outlay, you get a 40GB hard drive, a
CD disc drawer, and various connection options, some familiar -
optical and line level — some less so — USB port and memory
card slot — all in a plain looking black box.

The theory is simple. You can store music on the hard drive in
MP3 or WAV format at a variety of different bit rates - ranging
from 48 to 320Kbps. Music can either be ‘recorded’ from the
disc drawer or from an external source via line level or optical
inputs, or ‘imported’ via the USB port.

The unit's functionality is reassuringly good — something that is
helped by the inclusion of the Gracenote online CD database.
This recognises a CD when you put it into the drawer, saving you
the effort of typing in the name and track listing - this is a
feature we definitely approve of. The database is quite
surprisingly comprehensive, and can be updated on a regular
basis via the internet.

You can also create playlists, add and delete tracks etc —
if you've ever used one of the more copious portable MP3
jukeboxes you'll be familiar with the interface.

Anybody with the remotest interest in sound quality is only
ever going to listen to this machine at the higher bit rates which
are available. Even then, the output lacks power and drive,
sounding a little bit thin compared to
Yamaha's CDR-HD1000 uncompressed hard-

0GB hard drive. ¢ ‘
e disc component. And that's what it comes

IUSB po}t

MCC memory down to in the end - if you're keen to
cardslot  download music from the net and store and
dati’:::”‘“e D play it in a highly compressed format, then

VariablE this will make an interesting addition to your

recording rates system — but for anything else forget it.

= TerraTec 0118 982 1612
4 www.terratec.co.uk

Headphone socket

Microphone inputs
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“Anybody with the
remotest interest
in sound quality is
only ever going to
listen to this
machine at the
higher bit rates.”
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MODEL CDP-10

L
Classe
CDP-10
CD player

The centre of gravity of the disc
@ playing market has been

drifting steadily towards multi-function
players that also act as DVD-Video
players — or high resolution SACD or
DVD-Audio players. But by an
absolutely crushing margin, compact
disc remains the ‘quality’ digital music
storage medium of choice world-wide.
Nothing is going to change this for a
long time to come, even if the most
optimistic forecasts made on behalf if
the alternative formats come true
overnight. So there is still room for
component CD players, and new
models aimed at the quality-first audio-
phile market are particularly welcome.

The CDP-10 is precisely this. Canadian
high-end brand Classé has only recently
been reintroduced to the UK market
after a long gap. It is being distributed
by one of the most powerful hi-fi
companies in the world, B&W
Loudspeakers, so its future should be
assured. The CDP-10 however is new,
not just to the UK, but world-wide. We
first heard the product in its prototype
stage, and there have been significant
improvements since that time.

Packaging is in Classé house colours,
with the familiar distinctive black and
aluminium banded front. The face is
extremely thick, and the rest of the box



Single play CD player

CD-R/RW
compatible

HDCD decoder

20-track
programming

Random access
track selection from
remote control

Balanced and
unbalanced outputs

Electrical digital out

External 1/R in
and outputs

12V trigger

is also made from unusually heavy
gauge aluminium, fulfilling one of the
key requirements of any player that asks
to be taken seriously — that it provide a
stable, low resonance platform for
playing discs. The player is equipped
with external triggers and remote
control repeater inputs, and is supplied
with one of Classé's ultra-classy solid
metal remote controls.

The player did exhibit some
peculiarities. Notwithstanding its
heavyweight construction, the structure
is not as well damped as it might be,
and there were some improvements to
be had by placing a heavy weight on
top to damp the cover. The
manufacturer could easily address this
with internal damping. Another
curiosity was that when the disc was
first inserted, the mechanism would
sometimes spin it extremely fast, before
falling back to a proper speed. This was
reported back to the maker on the
grounds that it might have been a
fault, but not so. Apparently its simply a
side effect of the way that the servo
has been designed, a harmless one with
beneficial sonic consequences. The only
criticism that sticks, and it's a minor

one, is that the firmware doesn't allow
tracks higher than the first to be
selected until the drawer has closed,
and the Table of Contents read.

Auditioned with Classé pre and power
amps and B&W Nautilus 800 speakers,
the CDP-10 clearly prefers being left
connected on standby, and warmed up
for a half hour or so at the beginning of
a listening session before it delivers its
best. But that best is really something.
The player has what could be described
as the Classé 'house sound’, which is
elegant, natural and extremely refined.
It is free of any synthetic artefacts that
cannot be pinned on the disc, and if
there are any such problems they
escaped notice, subsumed by the
players' expressive, fluid persona.

And not just expressive and fluid. The
player is more than man enough to
cope with bold, dynamic music in the
appropriate fashion. Simon Rattle's
recording with the Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra of Bernstein's Candide
overture (reviewed this month) was a
real barn-stormer which shook the
rafters and waved the floorboards.
There was no holding back, no lack of
excitement, and every ounce of detail

“The player has what could be described as the Classé ‘house
sound’, which is elegant, natural and extremely refined.”

CANADA

on disc was reproduced without any
sign of coloration from the electronics.
Its best quality however is its timing,
which is propulsive and exciting.

Of course there are better players
around. You can read about one such
on p62 in the shape of the Krell KPS
25sc, and Classé itself produces a
reference class SACD/CD player in the
Omega, at half the Krell's cost, which is
still enough to buy a more than decent
new car. But even in such elevated
company, this is a more than excellent
player, which consistently surprises with
the extravagant wealth of detail it
extracts from supposedly known discs,
and its precise, articulate yet fluid and
expressive music making.
= B&W Loudspeakers 01903 221500
@ www.classeaudio.com

The CDP-12 uses a Philips professional
standard VAE1250 mechanism, which is
CD-R/RW compatible. The transport is
modified by moving the digital clock to
a quieter electrical environment adjacent
to the D/ A converter. This stage
employs two 24-bit Burr-Brown Delta
Sigma PPCM1738 DACs, each a dual
channel processor in its own right. It has
balanced (XLR) as well as single-ended
outputs, and even the single-ended
output is driven by a balanced source.
HDCD compatibility is offered with the
Pacific Microsonics PMD 200 decoder.
Finally, the power supply is based on a
large toroidal transformer and 11
regulated supplies, some multi-regulated
with discrete regulators and quality
low-ESR capacitors to further reduce
noise and ripple.
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Instan
upgrades

Some quick fixes for
bbbk

your system’s woes
Ecosse ‘'The Composer’

interconnect cable £30 (0.8m pair)

Such is the wealth of features claimed for this cable that one might expect a

much higher price. In fact, however, it's a simple enough design, a basic
coaxial type with stranded 'Monocrystal' central conductor and a tape-and-braid
screen. Materials are of good quality throughout, giving the cable good measured
performance, nice handling qualities and a good grip in phono sockets.

Performance is better than one might expect at the price too. If there's a touch of

hardness on occasion it's not much of a drawback, especially as it really is quite
slight. Likewise, the lack of the last word in image depth is hardly a serious criticism,
and on the positive side there's a very neutral balance with good solid bass to enjoy
and generally good detail. Dynamics are excellent and overall the sound is lively
and appealing. A very safe buy for any decent budget system.
& Ecosse 0141 353 0509 # www.ecossecables.co.uk

Dbk bk Ak

Lauri Volpi cork speaker interfaces £12

Eight tiny cork circles, sticky underneath and with a little sticky gunk on top,
@ and a blob of 'Blu-tack’ — what can that do for your speakers? The publicity
material is not entirely clear, but evidently the basic idea is to provide a more
compliant and somewhat lossy alternative to spikes as an interface between speaker
and stand. The circles replace spikes while the tack sits in the centre of the stand's
top plate, contacting the speaker's underside.

There's a degree of logic in all this: the compliance afforded by cork and ‘tack may
reduce the degree of vibration induced in the stand. At any rate, the sound is
noticeably different from that with spikes, with slightly less coloration but also less
immediacy. Tonal balance seems broadly similar, but the definition of both bass and
midrange is a touch improved. Worth a try, though it's only fair to point out that
something remarkably similar can be arranged using household odds and ends.

& Lauri Volpi 0113 252 2820

DAk ok kb

Sound Improvement Disc £18

Available in two versions with different centre hole diameters for different
@ players, this plain green plastic disc is alleged both to damp mechanical
vibrations in the CD and to reduce stray reflections of the laser light used to read
the disc. Snake oil? Not necessarily, and indeed a source inside Philips' own research
labs has indicated that both of those effects can contribute jitter and distortion (at
low levels) to the audio output.

The problem with reviewing this item, however, is that effects will vary from player
to player and even from disc to disc — and worst, from play to play. At most (most
likely, but not exclusively, with cheap players) it can help bring the sound into focus,
reducing 'haze' and improving detail and clarity — at least, it will achieve precisely
nothing. On balance, that makes it worth the small price and very minor hassle of
use, and a great stocking filler for an audiophile friend!

@ hififorsale.com 0870 241 2469 4 www.hififorsale.com
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REVIEWS - Richard Black

Dk bk bk
Eichmann eXpress 6 interconnect cable
£140 (1m pair)

Australian inventor Keith Eichmann clearly has his own ways of looking at
@ electromagnetics and this cable is the result. At heart a simple pair of
parallel conductors, it features the ‘Eichmann Ratio’ — a thicker ground
conductor than is used for the 'hot’ leg — plus passive conductors to “reduce
electro-magnetic field interaction”. Plugs are unusual too, with plastic body and
single-point ground contact.

Whatever the merit of Eichmann's exuberant claims, this cable doesn't seem to
offer any dramatic insights. The sound is certainly very ‘present’ but less flatteringly,
it's a bit on the forward side. There's more dryness than a well-behaved cable at this
price should induce, and while balance is very fair in simple musical textures, as
often happens, more dense sounds cause bass to retire and upper midrange to
dominate. If you like your music very upfront this cable might suit, but for neutrality
it's not the best choice.

2 Redline 0131 555 3922
€ www.eichmanncables.com

ALk DALk ]
LAST Power Cleaner £40

Forty quid for half a fluid ounce seems steep, but not much gets used in
@ each cleaning. A few drops on one of the applicators is sufficient, then
gently sweep the surface of the record a couple of times and wait for any remaining
liquid to evaporate (it smells odd but not too strong, and soon vanishes). The
system is claimed to remove not only dust but also finger oils, mould release agents
and other general gunge.

It's not all that convenient to use, but there's no doubting the benefits. Records
recently cleaned by other methods benefitted little, but those cleaned some time
ago, or bought second-hand and dirty — and even one bought recently new —
showed gains between subtle and very obvious indeed. Apart from removing dust-
induced ticks and pops, background rustle is lowered and as a result you can hear
more details and are less distracted. Worth it, especially for much-treasured vinyl
2 hififorsale.com 0870 241 2469
4 www.hififorsale.com

Dk bk b bk
Kimber Tonik interconnect cable
£51 (1m pair)

Kimber's trademark three-conductor interconnect recipe clearly ain't broke
@ and don't need fixing — but there was room for a cheaper version and this is
it. Three 'varistranded' conductors, insulated in ‘special recipe’ polythene, plaited
together and terminated in basic but decent phono plugs, make up this cable. The
lack of screening will be no problem in the majority of installations (at line level,
anyway) and basic electrical and mechanical characteristics are all exemplary.

As for sound, it's remarkably fine for the price. Maybe the more expensive Kimbers
beat it, but not by much, and it will happily stand against other budget class
leaders. More than anything else, the sound seems beautifully uncluttered with
great definition and precision in both imaging and tonality. Maybe bass is the
tiniest hint shy, but if the price seems right don't waste much time hunting around
for better performance - this is really very good.

22 Russ Andrews Accessories 01539 825500
& www.russandrews.com
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Audio Analogue Paganini
CD player £795

A solidly built, slimline CD
player from a front-runner in
mid-priced esoteric kit, the
Paganini has undergone radical
change since its review in HFC
191. It doesn’t sound very
dynamic, but remains musical,
especially in this system.

Unison Research Unico R
integrated stereo amp
£750 (line version)

An ultra-simple 80-watt
hybrid integrated with only
volume and source selector
controls to play with.
Extremely natural sound,
especially in the mid and high
frequencies.

Opera SuperPavarotti
loudspeakers £1,150
You'd expect a SuperPavarotti
to be huge and sound big and
fat. Nothing could be further
from the truth for this tall,
slim three-way. Sadly not
entirely magnetically shielded,
but beautifully finished and
with a deft touch.




AUDIO ANALOGUE CD PLAYER ‘ UNISON RESEARCH AMP ‘ OPERA SPEAKERS ‘ £2,695

SYSTEM ADDICT

Exquisite, delicate and frankly lovely system for cultured listening

f you want something that looks and four-ohm nominal impedance, and a but tidy, ordered and surprisingly deep at
sounds different, but don't have a maximum power handling of 85 watts. times. Similarly, the dynamic range seems
king's ransom to spend on your hi-fi, As with all Opera speakers, the fit and perfectly matched within the system. A

then this CD system consisting entirely of finish is excellent. clear case of genuine sonic synergy.
Italian thoroughbreds could well be the Taken separately, the CD player is The system has excellent strengths,
answer you seek. warm, soft, a bit undynamic but musical most noticeably a holographic image and
The system is fronted by the Audio - the amplifier is light and pretty extremely attractive and natural mid and
Analogue Paganini CD player. Built like a sounding (unless you play at insane high frequencies. The whole Rare On Air
tank, this £795 behemoth was levels) and the speakers are a slightly CD (live acoustic recordings from an LA

thoroughly revamped last year and now light-sounding design with fantastic radio station) seem like you are one step
features 24-bit/96kHz upsampling like imaging at the expense of some dynamic closer to the studio. On the other hand,
its bigger Maestro brother. This is an ‘thwack’ and bottom-end drive. deep, rhythmic bass on the first Leftfield
ultra-minimalist design, with only a Mixed together however, a lot of the CD sounds a bit flat and one-notey. This
single but solid coaxial digital output individual limitations seem to fall away. is definitely a system for classical, opera
and a pair of similarly butch phono With a CD and speaker that are hardly or jazz-lovers - and any dance music nuts
analogue stereo sockets, a rear on/off dynamic, and an amplifier and speakers need not apply.

switch and just eight buttons on the that are both bass-light, it wouldn't be
thick alloy front panel. beyond the bounds of imagination to
A minimalist approach is shared by the expect a sound that was severely
£750 Unison Research Unico R
integrated amplifier. Once again, the
on-off switch is moved to the back
leaving only a source selector and a pair
of green LEDs on the front panel. When
first powered up, these flicker like a
lighthouse on speed for the first 30
seconds or so, the only sign of the valve
line stage within. But, like the Paganini,
the 80-watt Unico R is built like a brick
outhouse and has extremely solid
speaker terminals. It comes with a small
wooden radio frequency remote with just
two buttons — volume up and down.
The system is topped off by the tall,
thin three-way £1,150 Opera
SuperPavarotti floorstander. The speaker
has a downward-firing port, so the
speaker sits on a plinth with four
inch-high risers. Inside is a pair of
asymmetric internal bass-loading
chambers behind each of the 110mm
polymer bass/mid units, which is
claimed to give deeper bass from the
small drivers. A'26mm soft-dome tweeter
completes the line-up, but despite a
three-way design, the SuperPavarotti
eschews multi-wiring and instead has a
single set of very solid gold-plated brass

This is a system where the whole is
definitely better than the sum of the
parts, though the parts ain't bad either. It

dynamically constricted and incapable of maxes out on melodic beauty and vocal
producing any bass information at all. In communication - but dub reggae/dance
fact, the reverse is true - the bass is lean, music fans may not be so impressed. @

This system was
recommended and
supplied for review by:
Audio Consultants,

7 Comet House,

Calleva Park, Aldermaston,

Reading RG7 8JA

& 0118 981 9891
vww.audioconsultants.co.uk

terminals. Sadly, although suggested to
be magnetically shielded, the speakers
do show some staining of a TV screen,
mostly from the tweeter. The speaker is
claimed to have a sensitivity of 87dB, a
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SILVER ANNIVERSARY

WITH NEW ‘AIRLOC” TERMINATION

Tsary, available in single and bi-wire, is just about

magazine reviewers favourite affordable speaker cable, wi
brilliant, clean, accurate and neutral signal transfer. It is now availabl

with the New Airloc range of performance enhancing connectors.

SILVER ANNIVERSARY by QED, NATURALLY.

Product

ofthe year
@ 2002 & [GTOTO[O[O[MAGAZINE |
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QED Silver Anniversary QED Silver Anniversary

QED Audio Products Ltd.
t 01483 747474 e info@qed.co.uk W www.qged.co.uk




NEW MUSIC FORMATS

THE ROLLING STONES

Beggar's Banquet

SACD (stereo)

ABKCO

Music: American label ABKCO has reissued the
entire Decca period Stones catalogue on hybrid
CD/SACD stereo discs that, mysteriously, make
little mention of the new format on the cover.
Beggar's Banquet is the one with Street Fighting Man and Sympathy For The
Devil backed up by eight superb tracks from a band approaching the peak of
its creative powers. There are a couple of back country-style tracks with
Jagger doing his best bluesman voice and, honestly, not a poor song in sight.
This album's influence can be heard on modern bands too numerous to
mention and yet it remains as potent and entertaining as ever. EIESEIESEY
Sound: By modern standards this is not a high fidelity disc but considering
the vintage of the material the result is stunning. Original LPs might
compete but you won't find a better version on silver disc. JK

f

1 THE ROLLING -ﬂi‘\?l

+ | JS BACH:
ST MATTHEW PASSION
Nikolaus Harnoncourt (cond)/Concentus
musicus Wien/Arnold Schoenberg Choir etc
(played on original instruments)
DVD-Audio/ Dolby Digital 5.1
Teldec Das Alte Werk 8573-81036-9

FR— Music: The ‘Great Passion’, arguably JS Bach's
signature work, has inspired many recordings over the years, but here is a
rare example of one that combines artistic and technical distinction with the
benefits that multichannel recording can bring in an acoustic like the
Jesuitenkirche in Vienna where it was recorded. The disc suggests a venue of
rare quality - a large, reverberant space that retains real transparency
through crescendi. This is an elegant, beautifully judged performance of an
extraordinarily complex score that reveals more of itself each time it is
played. EIF3EIEIET
Sound: Sonically the most compelling and successful DVD-Audio to date,
this disc is as free from the cloying excesses of many traditional 'big band’
versions as it is of the cold sterility of many earlier original instruments
recordings. This is a landmark recording for Bach lovers and for DVD-Audio
alike. IOIDGE AG

CINEMA SELECTION

Because these days hi-fi doesn't just mean music
MINORITY REPORT

Fox

Film: Minority report is Steven Spielberg's most
effective foray into grown-up territory in years. Tom
Cruise puts in a solid performance as a framed cop in
a future where criminals are fingered by genetically-
modified seers before they can commit their intended
crimes. This intriguing premise is executed with some
verve against a stunning CGl backdrop and the pace
of the story is spot-on. There are a few gaps in the
plot you could drive a bus through and, like A/, some
2 of the trickier philosophical issues are shirked, but it's
never less than utterly gripping.

Sound and Vision: It's Spielberg, it's Fox: you know what to expect. This is a
first-rate job on a technically demanding film. The washed-out blues, greys and
greens of the cinematography are captured beautifully and the sound, while
muscular in the right places, is surprisingly subtle for a blockbuster. With a
feast of behind the scenes info, it's a great two-disc set. JF

TOM CRUISE

REPORT

CD/ VINYL

Software Reviews

BERLINER PHILHARMONIKER
6 CD box set (Beethoven,
Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Mendelssohn,
Mozart, Wagner, Sibelius, Hindemith,
Verdi, Mahler) Berlin Philharmonic
EMI 7243 575612 2 8

Music: This tribute to the Berlin
Philharmonic under some of its most
famous conductors consists mostly of
completed works, with some bleeding
chunks on a bonus CD. Highlights
include an imperious Brahms 3 from
Furtwangler, Wagner Ring Preludes
from Karajan and Simon Rattle’s
Mabhler 10. The intensity of many of
these performances underpins Richard
Osborne's view in the supplied notes
that the Berlin Phil has created “a
tradition of sustained excellence which
is almost without parallel”. E3EIESE3EY
Sound: With recordings spread over 90
years — Nikish's Beethoven 5 from
1913 - sound quality is mixed, but
from Karajan's day (disc 2 and later) it
is serviceable or better. E3F3E3 AG

TORI AMOS
Scarlet's Walk

Epic

Music: Tori's eighth album sees the
flame-haired confessional
singer/songwriter rekindle the style
that harks back to her early emotive
records. Scarlet’s Walk follows an
imaginary musical journey through
America, drawing on a diverse range of
influences as she goes. The songs are
beautifully arranged for her piano and
regular band, with oodles of lush vocal
layers projected into a broad sound
stage. The work is far more focused,
more accessible and much more Tori -
she's picking up where she left off in
1996 after the superb Boys for Pele.
Sound: Slick and assured studio album
mixed and produced by Tori's hubby
Mark Hawley. Lots of clean layers and
no nasties. (3G DG

LOW
Trust

Rough Trade

Music: Stripped bare minimalists Low
have been painting rarefied rock
atmospheres for years, often aided in
their calling by producer Steve Albini, a
legendary professor of bare bones
beauty. The controls have changed
hands for this offering and the result is
a grander sound, if still as melodiously
downbeat as ever. Much of the album is
conducted at funereal pace, the deep
echo of a bass drum beating in slo-mo,
the slothful atmosphere punctuated by
splatterings of ambient noise. Look
elsewhere if you're craving histrionics,
but for somnolent 3am textures, trust in
the power of Low. E3E3E3E3

Sound: If your system does real bass
you'll catch that low, thudding drum in
the chest, while soft yet sonorous
vocals drift above it. Nothing
spectacular, but a suitably
atmospheric mix. QIEEBEG TB

BJORK

Family Tree

One Little Indian

Music: As well as a greatest hits
selection, Bjork's latest brings together
a mix of new, rare and unreleased
elements from her career, including
stints with her pre-fame punk band
KUKL and the erratically brilliant
Sugarcubes (including an Icelandic
version of Birthday), string experiments
with the Brodsky Quartet and more. By
turns challenging, accessible, insightful
and bizarre, Family Tree pulls together
some of the missing links for Bjork
spotters and offers plenty of aural
treats for everyone else. E3EIERESES
Sound: Bjork's work has always
depended as much on its sound as its
form for its effect and this collection
doesn't disappoint ~ even the early
‘punk’ tracks have a startling clarity.
DO
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ELCOME to the Hi-Fi Choice Product Of
The Year Awards. Strewn throughout the
next 24 pages you will find our selection of
the very finest high fidelity kit currently available to buy -
the state of the hifi art in one handy package. If you're looking for

that magic component to take your system to the next level you'll

find it here, whether you're intending to spend hundreds, thousands
or even just a few pounds on that crucial accessory.

These are by no means the only Awards in the hifi and AV
calendar, but they are the most vital if you demand the
* highest level of performance. Our experts are the most highly
qualified in the field and leave no stone unturned in an effort to find
the best kit at every price for genuine high fidelity reproduction. Whether
stereo or multichannel, audio-only or video too, our painstaking approach
to testing remains the same - that's what makes Hi-Fi Choice unique.
These Awards are a little different to those you might have seen
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elsewhere. We don't seek to persuade you that a particular £200 CD SOURCE COMPONENTS PAGE 30
player is the best thing since sliced bread (you get what you pay for); CD players and recorders, DVD and SACD players, turntables and tuners.
neither do we claim that you need to spend thousands to get a AMPLIFIERS PAGE 40

: . . Integrated and two-box stereo amps, multichannel
semblance of high quality sound. Simply, these are the products that AV amps, receivers and processors.

have given us the most pleasure in the past year and will continue to do LOUDSPEAKERS PAGE 46

so into the next. There are components here to suit every pocket and Stereo speakers, complete multichannel packages and subwoofers.

every system - the best that high fidelity entertainment has to offer. CABLES AND ACCESSORIES PAGE 54

These are the Awards you can trust, so read on. And enjoy! Wires, supports and other useful gadgets.
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@ Lenbrook UK 01908 319360

NAD C341i

One of several great value

CD players from this classic
budget stable, the NAD C541i is far
better equipped than its unassuming
appearance might suggest. Under
the skin you'll find audiophile
components galore, including
Nichicon Muse caps and an HDCD-
compatible Burr-Brown 24-bit/96kHz
Delta/Sigma DAC. The back panel
reveals an inclination toward
multiroom use should the user desire,
the 12-volt trigger socket and remote
IR connections both being dedicated

OF
S ey,
N 0022000 P

= Marantz 01753 680868 & www.marantz.co.uk

Audio disc players

KEY FEATURES

CDR/RW PLAYBACK
12VTRIGGER SOCKET

REMOTE IR INPUT
24/96 DAC
HDCD FILTER

isc Player C 541i

& www.nadelectronics.com

to this increasingly popular approach
to music delivery. What's more, the
buffered digital output will aid any
digital recordings you make from this
player and the low output impedance
on the analogue sockets means that
cables have less effect on the end
result. The C541i has a mix of
ingredients for hi-fi cred aplenty.
Once fully run-in its balance is at
once dynamic, colourful and assured.
With no shortage of detail and full,
tuneful bass, this player has
considerable transparency with the

wnwe

MARANTZ CD6000 KI SIGNATURE

The £500 price point is one of

the hardest fought in the CD
player market and it takes a special
kind of machine to make its mark.
Not for the first time the outstanding
contender is a Marantz, a fully
stacked Kl (designer Ken Ishiwata)
Signature version of the classic
CD6000 which comes in at twice the
price of the base model. But like a
Honda Integra R it's the extras that
count and the engine of this
particular hot hatch is a dual
differential delta/sigma digital to

INREARCEREARE. oo e cosoocoss

KEY FEATURES

CD-R/RW PLAYBACK

CDTEXT

DUAL DIFFERENTIAL
DACS

HDAM OUTPUT BUFFER

COPPER PLATED
CHASSIS

F
@\‘“ 0 ’l{ ),

Q? 2002-2003

CD REWRITABLE PEAYBACK
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analogue converter of some repute.

A neat remote handset offers a
degree of volume control and could in
theory be used to drive a power amp
direct, but also adjusts the headphone
output. The Kl displays CD text from
suitable discs and plays CD-R/RWs,

but perhaps its most striking feature is

its copper plated and damped internal
metalwork, which reduces the effects
of RF noise on digital circuits.

More impressive is the player's sound

which is perceptibly rich but very
forceful, our Mahler Six track coming

finer aspects of music. Performance is
highly impressive at the price, with
clean, open textures, while its smooth
and expressive demeanour works well
with classical and contemporary music
alike. On test, Brahms' Clarinet Quintet
came across with all its colour and
subtlety intact, and tracks by Garbage
were driven along with poise and
power in equal measure. This modestly
priced NAD is a strong all-rounder
that's dynamic, tonally varied and
confident, with class-leading detail.
Reviewed in HFC 231

across with a strong sense of solidity
and architecture, the player displaying
an electrifying sense of grip. A more
sedate Brahms piece was given
appropriately gentle treatment —
tremendous definition combined with
pungent tonality and an open yet
well-defined sense of space. This K
Signature shows what can be done
with a basic chassis when all the
building blocks are carefully selected,
a stunning musical result that puts
more expensive alternatives to shame.
Reviewed in HFC 231



@ Cyrus 01480 435577 &

If it's CDs you're into rather
than DVDs you can't beat a
dedicated CD player for giving the
last word in musical engagement —
and there are plenty to choose from.
Few however are in the same league
as the top dog in the Cyrus range.
An enhanced version of Cyrus's
basic CD7, the CD7Q comes in the
brand's preferred half-width alloy

Audio disc players

www.cyrus.co.uk

case, which benefits from integral heat
sinking and good structural integrity.
Equipped with four 24-bit Burr-Brown
DACs in differential balanced mode, it
features one of the lowest jitter
measurements we've seen.

In action it's a subtle and engaging
player without the electronic
thumbprint of many of its ilk,
managing to be both smooth and

KEY FEATURES

DIFFERENTIAL
BALANCED 24-BIT DACS

OPTIONAL PSX-R POWER
SUPPLY UPGRADE

MC BUS COMUNICATION
SYSTEM REMOTE
NON-MAGNETIC CASE

@ CSE 01423 359054 & www.primare.net

PRIMARE D30.2

If you're looking for something

a little bit more serious to play
your CDs on, something that could
be considered high end for want of a
better term, this substantial Primare
is a superb choice.

Weighing in at a solid 11kg the
D30.2 sits at the top of this Swedish
brand's range and incorporates a
veritable armoury of high technology.
It has an unusually sophisticated and
well-endowed power supply with 13
regulated supplies, its digital to
analogue converter uses two high-

1530.2 COMPACT DEC PAYER

precision Burr-Brown 24-bit/96kHz
DACs per channel and it incorporates
a variety of techniques to get on top
of digital audio's worst enemy — jitter.
All this groundwork pays off
handsomely when it comes to the
important bit - sound quality. This
Primare has life and sparkle, making
for exhilarating listening and a sense
of grip and musicality that is rarely
heard. Basically it responds precisely to
whatever you put in the drawer — rock
music rocks and orchestral crescendos
build with a sustained sense of power.

KEY FEATURES

BALANCED XLR
OUTPUTS

RCAPHONO
ANALOGUE OUTPUTS

ELECTRICAL
DIGITALOUTPUT

OPTIONAL
SYSTEM REMOTE

BURR-BROWN
PCM1704 DACS

punchy with genuine dynamics. Piano
is particularly well served, our Ravel
piece being reproduced with bell-like
percussiveness and ripeness. It's easy
on the ear yet has a physical sound
with real gravitas when the music
requires. Its standout quality is
imaging which is unusually precise
and well focused, while subtle ambient
cues are remarkably well served.
Refined, expressive and articulate as
well as tonally neutral, the CD7Q is a
genuine upgrade on its favourably
received forebear, with bolder tonal
colours and a remarkable ability to
differentiate depth information.
Ceding nothing in build quality to the
heavyweights in its class this attractive
player combines precision with musical
coherence to produce music that will
distract you from all but the most
pressing of activities. (We've all got to
eat sometime!) And that, in our book,
is Award-winning stuff.
Reviewed in HFC 226

It is clearly a physical and potent
sounding player that likes to get to
grips with the material. It needs a
decent system to give of its best but
the price would suggest as much, and
the fact that none of the other players
in its test group could compete in all
respects suggests that it is indeed top
of its class. Anyone with a transparent
and dynamic system will kick
themselves if they buy a new CD
player before hearing this beautifully
built and highly entertaining machine.
Reviewed in HFC 226
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KRELL”S ANGEL"S
NEW CHAPTER

eatured

MORE muscle, MORE musicality - and
LESS heat: that's what you get as Krell's
angels move into a new chapter.

With their unique CAST circuitry, Krell’s
legendary FPB amplifiers have already
shown the massive musical gains of
keeping the signal in the current domain.
Now developed into CAST-X, these superb
new powerhouses will make your system
come alive like never before.

And with Krell's new Sustained Plateau
Biasing 3, you get an extra 100Wpc from
every amplifier - with the bonus of even
cooler running!

The full benefits of CAST-X are best heard
through Krell's fabulous range of LAT
loudspeakers, from the floor standing LAT-
1 reviewed by Martin Colloms as having
‘exceptionally low coloration, high
resolution and very fine stereo imaging’
(HFN April 2002), to the compact stand
mounted LAT-2.

There's also hot news for movie buffs on a
budget with the new Krell Showcase 7.1
THX processor and Showcase 5,6 and 7
channel amplifiers.

Call Absolute Sounds for full details.




2 Sony 08705 111999

Audio disc players

www.sony.co.uk

SONY SCD-XA777ES

SACD is a music format after

every audiophile’s heart. It
offers extended 100kHz bandwidth
and CD-beating dynamic range -
what's more, the range of software is
growing at an astonishing pace for
what is still a niche technology. The
cause has been helped in no small
part by the extraordinary pieces of
audio engineering that have been
coming from the biggest brand
behind the format, Sony.

Being a dedicated audio player,
Sony's top multichannel machine will
accept any form of SA or CD-based
disc, including CD-RW, and will
display any titles that are encoded
onto them. It uses a dedicated DSD
decoder for each of its six channels
but in stereo mode sums their
outputs to reduce noise and
distortion to a minimum.

In two-channel mode this is a
highly impressive CD player with a
consistent and open musical tenor,

@ MDC 01992 573030

WADIA 301

Every year we search high and

low to find the best CD player
on the market. A not altogether
thankless task, it is nonetheless
hard to find truly stunning examples
that fully warrant the asking price,
but digital specialist Wadia tends to
come through with the goods.

New for 2002 and built into a
fabulous aluminium chassis, the 301
has a high quality built-in volume
control and the option of multiple
digital inputs so it can also operate
as a preamp/DAC. Use it

albeit one that is never going to
compete with the same material on
SACD. The Sony makes a remarkable
case for the newer format with a more
relaxed and colourful sound that
makes instruments sound real and
musicians become full, three-
dimensional personalities.

The transition into multichannel
SACD, however, bowled us over
completely. We just didn't expect the
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www.wadia.com

conventionally or hook it directly to a
power amp and you'll hear dynamics
and bass detail few players can match.

This Wadia uses a Pioneer stable
platter transport mechanism and its
own oversampling technology to
remarkable effect, producing a sound
so convincing and engrossing that it
becomes addictive — you cease to hear
the player and become distracted by
the music (which doesn't happen to
reviewers all that often). It responds to
the tonal richness of each disc in such
a way as to bring out the best in the

FILTERS FORCD

SIX CHANNEL SACD

SEPARATE
MULTICHANNEL &
STEREO OUTPUTS

FRONT/BACK
BALANCE CONTROL

CD TEXT

KEY FEATURES

ALTERNATIVE DIGITAL

cascading wash of music that fully
evokes the atmosphere of the
recording venue, and the deep and
easy bass that plugs every nook and
cranny in the room. This is simply a
very exciting music player that will
allow you to get the most out of this
superb new format — if you want first-
class transportation to the recording
studio there is no better conduit.
Reviewed in HFC 223

CT STREAM Doy
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KEY FEATURES recording, double bass sounding

DIGITAL VOLUME

CONTROL

BALANCED XLR

OUTPUTS

DIGITAL PREAMP

OPTION

BURRBROWN
24BIT DACS

NUMERICAL OUTPUT

LEVEL DISPLAY
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vibrant and round, atmospheric
soundscapes taking on previously
unimagined graphic qualities. We were
surprised by the depth of tone
available from familiar discs and
couldn't fail to appreciate the player's
deft touch when it came to timing.

There are plenty of highly priced disc
players around but the 301 combines
flexibility with a powerful and
transparent sound that will have you
reassessing the medium’s potential.
Reviewed in HFC 228
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2 Pioneer 01753 789500 4 www.pioneer.co.uk

PIONEER DV-656A

% The most competitively priced
‘universal' player of 2002 bar
none is Pioneer's slimline DV-656A.
Rarely has such a discreet bit of
packaging contained so much
potential for high quality home
entertainment.

It will play just about anything you
care to stick in the tray — CD,
DVD-Video, SACD, DVD-Audio,
DVD-R and RW, MP3 and even
S-VCD, the list goes on. Chances are,
if you've got a 12cm silver disc that
contains audio and/or video this
Pioneer will play it. It doesn't skimp

KEY FEATURES

on features either, with full remote
control, Burr-Brown 24-bit/192kHz

INTERNAL DTS & DD
PEEDDERS DACs and onboard Dolby Digital and
IVINSCART SOCKETS DTS decoding. Setting it up in a
COMPONENT VIDEO i i
S m‘ultlcha‘nnel system is made easy
Bt ERED & W'Ith a hlgh-rgsolutlon on-screen
MULTICHANNEL display to guide you through the
OUTPUTS A

process and the simplified speaker
BURR-BROWN )
24-BIT/ 192KHZ DACS set-up procedure is a doddle.

The fact that this machine plays so
many formats is remarkable enough at
its price point. That it plays them all to
a very decent standard is the

o oF e, proverbial icing on the cake. As a CD
; .§ Sl ¢ player it is surprisingly solid, and
Lo l“vllllswt
.2

CD/DVD-VIDEO/DVD-AUDIO/SACD

capable of a dynamic integrity that
insists the music stands out from the
speakers and take up residence in the
room. The high-resolution formats
were also impressive at the price, the
DV-656A revelling in the low-level
resolution and impressively natural
sound of these media. It's no slouch as
a video player either, with good colour
and low video noise.

As an all-round solution this is
unbeatable at the price - it does
everything except make the tea and
does it all very well.

Reviewed in HFC 234

@ Sony 0990 111999 # www.sony.co.uk

SONY DVP-NS905V

This has been the year of the

~ multi-format player, with all
the major brands bringing variations
to the market. Sony has concentrated
on combining its SACD technology
with DVD capability and this
machine adds the ability to play
DVD-R/RW and its variants along
with CD, VCD and MP3 compatibility
in a beautifully finished slimline case.

Features include a childproof
drawer lock and a CD Direct function
for improving the sound of that
medium. There’s also a wide range of
picture tweaking features alongside

superior image processing thanks to
the 12-bit/108MHz video DAC.

This Sony is a very decent CD player
that provides a clear, open window
onto the music, allowing it to
reproduce a great sense of presence
and internal tension with even
difficult recordings. SACD sound
quality is significantly better, sounding
smoother and with greater stereo
depth. Instrumental texture and colour
are remarkably well served and
multichannel recordings add a whole
new dimension and sense of
involvement to the performance.

CD/DVD-VIDEO/SACD

It clearly has a strong affinity to the

INFERNAL DTS & DD
DECODERS

TWIN SCART SOCKETS
SEPARATESTEREOAND
MULTICHANNEL
QUTPUTS

12-BIT/ 108MHZ
VIDEO DAC

CD DIRECT
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home-grown format (SACD being a
Sony/Philips creation), sounding
punchy and alive with strong detail
resolution in all modes.

It's also a superb video player at the
price offering sharp, clean images with
very low noise. Moving backgrounds
are handled smoothly, without the
jerkiness of some of the competition.
In a field of very strong contenders the
DVP-NS9S05V has got what it takes to
stand out, providing unbettered sound
and picture quality for the money.
Reviewed in HFC 234
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@ Denon UK 01753 888447

DVD players

www.denon.co.uk

DENON DVD-3800

Denon's latest DVD-Audio

player is a solidly built and
beautifully finished example of
‘affordable high-end' AV tech. Second
down from the range-topping Al it
has the physical integrity and power
supply sophistication to be found on
models costing considerably more.

Its claims to fame features-wise lie
with the Silicon Images progressive
processing and de-interlacing
technology which promise big things
for projector users and anyone with
an NTSC monitor. It has unusually
comprehensive onboard speaker
management facilities and useful
picture tweaking aides to optimise
monitor settings. On the audio side it
is HDCD compatible and has two
‘Pure Direct' output modes.

Sonic performance is excellent and
underpins the remarkable value that
this machine represents. CDs are
played back with an unusually
organic and subtle sound with plenty

of detail. It is clearly a neutral and
transparent player that always sounds
credible and wouldn't be embarrassed
next to dedicated CD players close to
its price. DVD-Audio has a similar feel
only more so, with oodles of fine
detail, giving the music a suggestion
of acoustic that contrasts strongly with
the sterility of lesser players.

As a video player it's in a class of its
own — with a good projector you can

@ Marantz 01753 680868 # www.marantz.co.uk

MARANTZ DV8300

This was the year that saw the

arrival of truly ‘universal’ disc
players, machines to satisfy the ever
expanding array of formats on the
market. Marantz took Pioneer's
DV-747, the first on the UK market,
and built on it to produce its own
player for all seasons — one that that
accepts any form of 12cm audio or
video disc, even those made on most
DVD recorders. It ups the Pioneer
ante with THX Select approval and
incorporates Marantz's favoured
HDAM output amps to improve
sound quality on all formats. Its key

KEY FEATURES

KEY FEATURES

PROGRESSIVE
SCAN (NTSC)
DIGITAL AUDIO INPUT
TWIN SCARTS
BURR-BROWN
24-BIT/192KHZ DACS
12-BIT/ 108MHZ
VIDEO DAC
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attribute for the audiophile is the

ability to play both SACD and DVD-A

DD, DTS,HDCD &
MP3 DECODERS

THX SELECT

RGB SCART &
COMPONENT VIDEO
OUTPUTS

BURR-BROWN
24-8IT/192KHZ DACS

12-BIT/108MHZ
VIDEO DAC

high-resolution discs in stereo or
multichannel, so there's no longer a
risk of ending up with ‘a Betamax!’

In common with many Marantz
products, timing sounds spot on — pick
any format and you'll appreciate the
ability to reproduce complex rhythms.
Notes stop and start precisely, letting

the decay ebb away in an entirely
natural fashion. Imaging is good too,
its full scale soundscapes revealing
remarkable high-frequency extension
and genuine ‘air" in the recording.

CD/DVD-VIDEO/DVD-AUDIO

fully appreciate the excellent contrast
and detail, and the progressive
processing produces a picture that is
deep and clear with well-controlled
motion artefacts.

The bottom line is that this is a
top-notch video player that can also
be taken very seriously in the world of
purist audio.

Reviewed in HFC 234

CD/DVD-VIDEO/DVD-AUDIO/SACD

Unlike many DVD-based machines the
Marantz is pretty snappy with CD as
well as the newer DVD-A/SACD music
formats, serving the hushed tones of
Lambchop and the kickin' beats of
Missy Elliott equally well.

Video playback is likewise excellent,
its picture resolution nudging ahead of
many decent dedicated DVD players.
All-in-all, a strong all-round AV
solution with serious sonic credentials.
Reviewed in HFC 233
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CD recorder/Turntables

@ 01753 680868 # www.marantz.co.uk

MARANTZ DR6000

Having exhaustively tested all

the best digital recorders
available we established that this
Marantz CD-R/RW machine cannot
be beaten when it comes to quality
of build, recording and playback.
MP3 and hard drives may be in the
ascendant but if it's results you're
after, CD-R is the format to beat.

Comprehensively equipped and

well-built, this superb recorder offers
a full range of features via remote

control or its solid, smartly-appointed

front panel.

KEY FEATURES

Besides being the best CD recorder

CD TEXT RECORD on the market this year (you could pay
ANDEDIT . \
more put it won't guarantee a better
SAMPLE CONVERSION o X
UPTO 96KHZ result), it's also a fine CD player - a
HDAM OUTPUT BUFFER rarity among the breed where dubbing
DOUBLE SPEED quality usually takes precedence over
FINALISING playback performance. Being a single
HEADPHONE decker you need another player to dub
LEVEL CONTROL . :
your discs but the results are worth it.
Recordings are clean, accurate and
perform equally well played back on
Q\t‘ /P the Marantz or on a dedicated CD
& wnan %~ player. It tracks bass, midband, imag-
HI-Fl ing and dynamics with remarkable
% AWARDS &Q
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@ Henley Designs 01235 511166 & www.henleydesigns.co.uk

PROJECT RPM 6

The Project RPM 6 turned up

at the eleventh hour and the
full review is printed in this issue, but
the result it delivers is so impressive
that we just had to squeeze it into
our Awards as the best ‘affordable’
record player of the year.

The RPM 6 is a great looking
turntable and one that concentrates
on the basics in order to deliver the
best sound for the money. It's a solid,
unsprung design with a large but not
heavy platter made from vinyl-topped
MDEF. It has three cone feet that can
be adjusted for level and speed
change is accomplished Rega-style by
lifting the platter and changing belt
pulley. The tonearm is Project’s
model 9, a highly adjustable design
that you'll find in much of the
brand's range.

Put diamond into vinyl on the RPM
6 and you'll hear why it made the
grade. It's wonderfully articulate and
lucid, allowing studio style
transparency while producing

36 | HI-FI CHOICE = www.hifichoice.co.uk
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holographic imagery alongside bouncy
yet not overt rhythmic timing. It copes
ably with all manner of music, both

KEY FEATURES

AC MOTOR WITH POWER
SWITCH ON UNDERSIDE

fidelity to the source, so much so that
it's hard to identify any limitations.

It works at a more fundamental level
too, touching all the right musical
buttons, reproducing the integrity of
the original to make the results just as
compelling. Recordings from analogue
sources like vinyl also fare well,
remaining airy, spacious and con-
trolled, easily the best result in its test
group. The bottom line is that this
recorder eschews gimmickry in favour
of doing its job very, very well.
Reviewed in HFC 233

is worthy of top-notch ancillaries — we
reviewed it with a £300 MC cartridge
and didn't feel that results were

OF DECK .
B e TED BRASS Ilght and fluffy and down and dirty, compromised. Its speed and deftness
RECORD PUCK with a remarkable degree of allows the needle to follow the groove
;%EE?%EEIT\&INGSTO confidence and no sense of precisely and produce music with

aggression. Such qualities are a real energy and solidity in full effect.
VTA ADJUSTABLE ARM : . . . .

achievement at the price and this deck  Reviewed in HFC 236
MANUAL SPEED
CHANGE
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Turntables

@ Rega 01702 333071 & www.rega.co.uk

Rega may be best known for

the quality of its budget kit,
but the P9 is a simply stunning
turntable combining some unusual
features with radical thinking.

Featuring the ultimate incarnation

of Rega's classic cast aluminium
tonearm, the RB1000, this natural
finish unit has all-metal parts in
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place of the usual plastic, allows arm
height adjustment and has the

can produce. The P9 turntable is a

KEY FEATURES

ELECTRONIC
tightest tolerances that the company iEED CHANGE
ALUMINIUM
X R ¥ _ OXIDE PLATTER
two-piece SO|I‘d plinth design whlch D
needs a well isolated shelf to give of POWER SUPPLY
its best but looks very sweet with its HARDWOOD
- ! PLINTH SURROUND
hardwood 'picture frame' surround.
RB1000 TONEARM

Motor vibration is minimised by a

= Avid 01832 710370 # www.avidhifi.co.uk

AVID VOLVERE SEQUEL

A cross between the company's

flagship Acutus and its base
model the Volvere, this is a
heavyweight suspended turntable
that means business from the outset.
The three silver posts contain the
suspension springs while the external
power supply allows electronic
speed selection. It's a simple but
heavily engineered design that has
all the ingredients to tum its users
into vinyl junkies.

Put a favourite LP on the platter,
screw down the fine threaded clamp
and let the needle into the groove
and you'll hear things you never
expected vinyl to deliver. Killer bass
that goes all the way down and
shakes the furniture, the most
transparent of midranges that lets
everything through, and the sweetest
highs imaginable. Absolute results
depend on the arm, cartridge and
phono stage used but if these are
half decent you'll be revelling in
analogue audio heaven.

KEY FEATURES

FULLY SPRUNG
SUSPENSION

OUTBOARD
POWER SUPPLY

ELECTRONIC
SPEED SWITCHING

HIGH TORQUE MOTOR

SAPPHIRE
INVERTED BEARING

Its transparency means that not all
your records will sound great — there is
plenty of variation in record quality
and the Volvere Sequel lets you know
it. On the other hand it will make the
most of whatever you give it, and
most recordings are much better than

large and elaborate outboard power
supply which uses careful phase
adjustment to tune out spurious
energy in the motor. Drive is via twin
belts to a metal subplatter which
supports the aluminium oxide ceramic
platter, topped with a felt mat.

The P9 delivers sound that is notably
different from the vinyl norm - less
mechanical sounding than many decks
with superior sweetness and control.
Surface noise seems more detached
than usual, which means that the
music shines through. Stereo images
are fully formed with fine depth and
precision, while vocals sound clean
and coherent. There's also no lack of
bass power, the Prodigy's awesome
Poison showing considerable bass
weight, depth and dexterity. If you are
after a romantic sound don't choose
this deck, but if you want precision,
accuracy and great powers of
seduction you'll be charmed by the P9.
Reviewed in HFC 228

you might imagine. The degree of
precision available means that you will
hear every detail within the context of
a fluent musical whole that cannot be
ignored, such is the coherence and
integration of the performance.
Reviewed in HFC 229
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@ Pure Digital 01923 277488 & www.videologic.com

Radio tuners

PURE DRX-701ES

The digital radio market really

started to get going this year
with the first portable models and
increasingly more affordable new
full-width designs like this Pure.
Previously known as Videologic, Pure
has been instrumental in lowering
the entry price for DAB and this is its
most competitive model to date.
The DRX-701ES is a third
generation design engineered by
Pure's parent company Imagination
Technologies, incorporating new
integrated DAB technology to create
a slimmer unit at a lower price. There
are plenty of facilities on board too,

@ Lenbrook UK 01908 319360

NAD $400

Despite the growth in digital

radio, FM is still going strong
and the results available with a good
tuner and aerial can be excellent, not
to mention more widely available
geographically-speaking than with
DAB. Choosing our FM tuner this
year was complicated by the fact that
two very similar models from NAD
and Primare (T21) were launched
simultaneously, but in the end the
NAD's extra features just clinched it.

The S400 is an FM-only model,

clad in NAD's classy Silverline

NONOTMUTE  BLEND

3 09 0 9
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KEY FEATURES

REMOTE CONTROL

FULLBAND Il
RECEPTION

USB CONNECTOR FOR
SOFTWARE UPGRADES

including ‘Dynamic Range Control’
(DRC). With DAB, broadcasters have
the option to leave off dynamic range
compression at source and instead
allow it to be compressed by in the
tuner once the signal has been

serious listeners is that this internal
compression may be switched off, thus
improving sound quality. At present,
only Radio 3 takes full advantage of
this by broadcasting an uncompressed
signal, but hopefully others will follow.

awards 2002

The Pure offers faster tuning than
most and its display can be dimmed or

DYNAMIC RANGE !
i received. The advantage of DRC to
HEADPHONE SOCKET
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BBC Mational DRB

& www.nadelectronics.com

casework and equipped with RDS,
which displays station and programme
name. It also offers remote control
and 30 station presets alongside
various reception-enhancing features.
But as with any other of our Award
winners the features and looks come
second place to the functionality and
sound quality, and it's on these
grounds that this NAD scores. Give it a
decent signal and it gets out of the
way and lets the music flow through.
Even with less than fantastic
transmissions where the broadcaster

KEY FEATURES

REMOTE CONTROL
30 PRESETS

SIGNAL STRENGTH
METER

WIDE/NARROW
|F BANDWIDTH

TWIN AERIALSOCKETS

RDS Stereo Tuner S400

¥ ANTERNA  PRESET ey stEREo
°

CENTRE TUNE

defeated. Its sound is characterised by
a 'psycho-acoustic compensation
system’ designed to make DAB more
ear friendly by slightly 'sweetening’ the
tonal balance.

This tuner takes advantage of DAB's
inherent strengths — freedom from
interference alongside an expanding
range of exclusive stations — as well as
most, at a highly tempting price to
boot. If you're seeking a little more
variety from your ‘wireless' this is a
great introduction to the digital
delights of DAB.

Reviewed in HFC 234

DIGITAL RADIO TUNER DRX-701ES

has over-egged the compression
pudding the S400 will do a better job
than most, creating a semblance of
high fidelity sound, minimising the
negatives and bigging up the
bandwidth. It manages the neat trick
of sounding both strong and forthright
in the bass, yet also light and airy in
the treble. In fact this is due to its
good detail retrieval which overrides
tonal balance to give you music first
and foremost. It's a wonder wireless
that sounds as good as it looks.
Reviewed in HFC 230
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maranitz

Combine a Receiver with a Multi-format
Player and get a Dynamic Duo!

Marantz offers magnificent products, amongst them a perfect
Dynamic Duo. The SR9200 THX Ultra Digital Surround
Sound Receiver sets the highest standards for audiophiles
and home theatre enthusiasts. It incorporates the latest
generation of digital surround sound decoding technology
and is software upgradeable. The DV8300 Multi-Channel
SACD, DVD Audio & Video player, the European Player of
the Year 2002-2003, received its merit as “an advanced AV e,
component that not only does justice to audio material in
CD, CD-R/RW, SACD and DVD-A media, but provides

masterful reproduction of video signals as well, using for

example progressive scan”. Unleash your passions with this

winning team!

THE DYNAMIC DUO

Telephone: 01753 680868 Internet: www.marantz.com



@ B&W 01903 750750

Stereo amplifiers are finding

themselves under attack from
surround sound receivers, gallantly
defying these lumbering beasts with
their ever increasing lists of features.
However, features and channels do
not necessarily have any bearing on
sound, and as the hi-fi world has
known for some time, less is more. If
you want a great stereo sound you
can't beat a great stereo amp and
one of the very best below £500 is
this stunning new Rotel.

The RA-02 has a good selection of

Stereo

# www.rotel.com

ROTEL RA-02

KEY FEATURES

4 LINE INPUTS, 1 TAPE
Loop

MM PHONO INPUT
REMOTE CONTROL
AQ WATTS/ 8 OHMS

TWIN SPEAKER
TERMINALS

Y OF
S
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features and a remarkably sleek design
for the price. It has defeatable tone
controls, switchable speaker outputs
and separate source and tape
monitoring. The back panel has
various sockets to enhance multiroom
integration while the remote will
operate a complete Rotel system.

In action the RA-02 sounds like it
will just keep on getting better and
better the more you use it. Its subtle,
clean sound has a good sense of
timing and some real punch. Voices
are crisp and clear with excellent

PHONES

SPEAKERS BASS

®O0AAM A

TREBLE TONE

= Arcam 01223 203200 % www.arcam.co.uk

ARCAM DIVA A85

While there have been some

impressive new contenders in
the sub-£1,000 amplifier market
nothing we have seen quite matches
Arcam'’s stalwart A85 when it comes
to the combination of sound quality
and features.

The A85 is uncommonly well
equipped for any amplifier, let alone
one that's almost affordable for most
of us. Its software basis allows
volume levels to be normalised
between inputs, and you can vary the
style of volume display and

Ty

KEY FEATURES

5 LINE INPUTS, 2 TAPE
LOOPS

85 WATTS/8 OHMS

PROCESSOR BYPASS
MODE

REMOTE CONTROL

TWIN SPEAKER
TERMINALS
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defeatable tone controls. Other handy
features include the ability to expand
to 5.1 channel operation with an
optional module and the possibility of
fixing input gain for use as part of a
home cinema system. It also delivered
over 100 watts per channel in the lab
so there's no shortage of grunt.

In listening tests the A85 delivered a
brighter, bolder and leaner sound than
previous Arcams, with a quick and
controlled sound that has plenty of
grip in the bass. It made our test discs
glow with natural acoustic energy,

articulation thanks to the natural
treble quality, while bass is solid and
swift. Midrange is its forte, producing
a three dimensional soundstage
populated with vibrant and rich
sounds from our chamber music disc.
Even vinyl sounds good through the
onboard phono stage. While it doesn't
look like its popular predecessors, this
Rotel has all of their charm, and if you
are after a decent yet affordable
amplifier that knows what music is all
about it's very hard to beat.

Reviewed in HFC 232

MONITOR

producing strong imagery and
palpable physicality. It is also
extremely transparent, revealing details
that its competitors failed to expose.
Add to this its vivid and lively nature
and you end up with a consistently
musical and engaging amplifier.

A clear break with Arcam tradition,
this is a leaner, fitter and more modern
amp than its predecessors, which
makes it clearly more in tune with the
times. An unequivocal Best Buy, it's
simply the best amp at its price point.
Reviewed in HFC 214

|

A85 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER ]
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& Arcam 01223 203200

www.arcam.co.uk

ARCAM FMJ A32/P35

In a highly competitive sector
Arcam has produced an
integrated/power amp combo that

not only sounds stunning but
outguns its peers when it comes to
features as well. Top stereo dog in
the brand's substantial range, the
FMJ A32/P35 packs a serious 100-
watts-per-channel punch in some
very slick packaging.

The purpose of adding a power amp
to an integrated is that while you
don't increase watts you do up the
current on tap and thus create a
‘'stiffer and more powerful amplifier.

Fully remote controlled with two
pairs of speaker outputs, the A32 is a
remarkably flexible beast. Besides the
usual tone and balance controls is the
facility to alter the style of volume

Stereo

KEY FEATURES

S LINEINPUTS, 2 TAPE
LOOPS

100 WATTS/ 8 OHMS
PHONO INPUT

VARIABLE INPUT
SENSITIVITY

NUMERICAL VOLUME
LEVEL DISPLAY

Precad

@ ATC 01285 760561 # www.atc.gb.net

ATC SI1A2-150 STEREO

Good stereo amps are more

common than they used to be
but truly great ones are still a scarce
commodity, which makes this rugged
ATC integrated even more of a find.
From a company that specialises in
active or powered loudspeakers this
is a no-nonsense powerhouse with
the minimum of features and

2002-2003
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substantial yet elegant construction.
With extremely low and consistent

distortion measurements the SIA2-150

is an exceptionally transparent and
revealing design with buckets of
power on tap.

It's what we call a ‘'warts and all’
design because you hear everything,
the sweet and the sour depending on

KEY FEATURES

150 WATTS/ 8 OHMS

4 LINE INPUTS, 1 TAPE
LoopP

WBT SPEAKER
TERMINALS

REMOTE CONTROL
WEIGHT: 24KG

level display and the option to adjust
input sensitivity. It can also be easily

integrated into a multichannel system
thanks to its Processor Mode.

But it's when playing back music
that the real reason for this combo's
selection becomes clear, the relaxed
yet detailed nature of its sound
making for highly convincing listening
whatever the material, the extra power
allowing the sound to 'breathe’.
Orchestral recordings are reproduced
with more passion and flow, while
stereo imaging is more focused than
you get with the A32 alone (itself an
excellent amp at £1,150). Chamber
recordings sound larger in scale and
even solo singers are more tangible,
while more contemporary material
sounds purposeful and engaging.

The A32/P35 combines sonic and
functional finesse to a degree that is
rare, which makes it excellent value in
the two-box stereo amp stakes.
Reviewed in HFC 227

what's in the incoming signal. If a
recording is great then the sound it
produces is the same — fortunately
most recordings are better than you
might imagine and this amp will
always make the most of what it's
given. We found it to be highly
sensitive to the nuances and variety in
the music — it is more than capable of
slamming down the bass when it's
called for but that doesn't mean it
won't do justice to a delicate female
vocal or the acoustics of a hall. It
maintains musical tension in an
engaging and dramatic fashion,
reproducing the drama and energy of
the performance with rare fidelity.

It also has tremendous musical
integrity, convincing you that its style
of presentation is as honest and
revealing as you are likely to hear. And
when it comes to integrated designs
that's certainly the case — you simply
won't find a more precise or revealing
design for less.

Reviewed in HFC 228
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@ Musical Fidelity 020 8900 2866 4 www.musical-fidelity.co.uk

MUSICAL FIDELITY A308CR

To get the best from your CDs
and LPs there's no doubt that

KEY FEATURES

4 LINE INPUTS, 1 TAPE

a preamp and power amp combo is LooP

the way to go. There are a lot to 250 WATTS/8 OHMS
choose from but this year one stood MM/ MC PHONO STAGE
out from the crowd. Musical Fidelity's REMOTE CONTROL
A308CR is a big shiny amplifier DUAL MONO DESIGN

combo which offers bags of power
and a good selection of features.

The CR stands for choke regulation
which is a classic technique for
providing clean, stiff power in valve
amps, and which MF considers is
equally relevant to transistor designs.
Both pre and power are dual mono
designs for maximum stereo
separation, and the power amp has a
useful switch to allow two sets of
inputs for easy incorporation into a
surround system.

Our original reviewer claimed that
it's one of the least ‘sounding’
amplifier combinations you can get.
In other words it has very little
character that you can identify - a

2 Linn 0141 307 7777 & www.linn.co.uk

LINN KLIMAX TWIN

Power amps come in all shapes KEY FEATURES

and at virtually all prices, but BALANCED, SE INPUTS
few are as stunning sonically as they 125 WATTS/8 OHMS
are visually. Yet by using some OPTIONAL NEUTRIK OR
distinctly high technology, Linn has BINDING POST SPEAKER

0 CONNECTIONS
managed to pull off this trick to
. SILENT POWER OUTPUT
create a stunning new power STAGE
amplifier for 2002. AUTO-ON SIGNAL
SENSING

A 125-watts-per-channel, ultra-
slimline stereo design (the chassis is
only an inch thick), the secret of the
Klimax Twin's diminutive stature lies
in the use of 4G switch-mode power
supplies in place of the monster
transformers and capacitors of most
expensive amps. This supply has

awards 2002
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real talent for a hi-fi amp - and you'll
hear the source, the cables and the
speakers' character before you can get
a handle on the amp's sonic signature.
It seems to work with just about
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MUSICALFIDELITY A308°*
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everything you throw at it — hip-hop,
classical, rock or whatever, it all gets
the same non-treatment. Its accurate,
honest and spacious nature brings you
closer to the music - excellent value in
a sector dominated by larger and more
expensive alternatives.

Reviewed in HFC 231
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been specially designed for hi-fi
applications and its super-fast current
delivery is used to power the
combination of MOSFET-based ICs and
bipolar devices in the output stage.
The power supply's calibre is revealed
by the fact that this amp doubles its
output with a halving of impedance -
a rare trick for any amp to turn.

It is equally unusual for an amplifier
to have both speed and power in
equal measure but the Klimax Twin
manages to deliver as much with no
little aplomb. It conveys scale and
pace so well that it seems to
disappear from the chain events

LINN

leaving only the music, something that
should be the aim of all hi-fi kit. It's
dangerously honest — don't expect a
less than superb source or preamp to
have its limitations smoothed over, the
Linn is ruthlessly transparent. It's also
quicksilver-fast and has seemingly
titanic reserves of power. Don't let the
elegance of the case fool you, this is a
killer amp and it takes no prisoners.
Reviewed in HFC 230
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@ Naim 01722 332266 &

Stereo/Multichannel AV

www.naim-audio.com

NAIM NAC 552

Preamps are easy to build but

notoriously difficult to perfect.
With its most ambitious design yet
Naim Audio seems to have cracked
this toughest of hi-fi nuts, putting it
firmly in Award-winning territory.

Building on the existing NAC 52,
Naim pulled out all the stops in the
quest for the absolute preamp. The
NAC 552 is equipped with a
separate power supply which
provides no less than 18 separate
feeds via two chunky cables. The
remote has an LCD screen to stop
you having to squint at the tiny
legends on the unit itself while two
inputs can be configured for use with
outboard processors, multichannel
being the most likely application.

In use (particularly with Naim's
matching NAP 500 power amp) the
result is impressive on every count
and significantly better than its
predecessor. The top end is sweeter,
more open and more extended, the

@ Pioneer UK 01753 789500

midband is more neutral and
transparent while the bass is deeper
and more confident. The 552 has
exceptional resolution and dynamic
range which shows up previously
masked low-level details with uncanny
ease. Like other serious components,
this preamp's neutrality lets it get out
of the way of the music, leaving you

www.pioneer.co.uk

PIONEER VSX-D2011

We were struggling to find a

sub-£1,000 multichannel amp
with the qualities demanded of an
Award winner, then at the last
minute Pioneer came up with the
goods in the shape of the brand new
VSX-D2011. Our search was over.

Its specs alone would be enough to

put it on many an enthusiast's wish
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list, but the fact that it backs them up
with serious sound quality makes it
impossible to beat at the price. Like its
big brother, the VSA-AX10, it features
an auto set-up routine that not only
configures each channel for level and
delay but tonal balance as well. Using
a five-band equaliser on every channel
you can set the system up flat or

F
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KEY FEATURES

SIX LINE INPUTS - DIN
AND RCA PHONO

DECOUPLED PCBS

UNITY GAIN
PROCESSORINPUTS

INPUT 'MAPPING'
LCD REMOTE HANDSET

bolonce
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with a wide-open window onto the
sound. Despite its awesome
credentials this is a genuine ‘fit-and-
forget' preamp that is so characterless
that you'll be hard pressed to hear it —
ironically, the best compliment we can
bestow. It gets our Award for best
disappearing act from a preamp.
Reviewed in HFC 233

match it to the front L/R channels. It

7X100 WATTS/ 8 OHMS
(DIN)

71 CHANNEL
ANALOGUE INPUT

DOLBY DIGITAL EX, DPLII
DTS ES, NEO:6, 96/ 24
FM/ AM PRESET TUNER

can also upsample your CDs and
DVD-Videos to 24-bit/192kHz. A 7.1
channel design, it includes all manner
of DTS and Dolby processors including
the latest DTS 96/24 and DPLII,
Dolby's new music-oriented algorithm.

Unlike many sub-£1,000 AV
receivers the VSX-D2011 sounds great
- superb with movie surround
soundtracks and enjoyable with music,
both stereo and multichannel varieties.
What's more, its set-up facilities
ensures a level of consistency from
system to system and room to room
that other models can't match.

This is an AV receiver with power
and finesse that wouldn't embarrass a
much more expensive design and
features that you won't find without
spending considerably more. At the
price, it's a great solution for systems
where stereo and surround material
are both important considerations — a
winner every way you look, and listen.
Reviewed in HFC 235
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@ Cyrus Electronics 01480 435577 4 www.cyrus.co.uk

CYRUS AV8

Cyrus has created a high

quality AV processor at half
the price of the competition — and if
that doesn't warrant an award, then
what does?

The AV8 pares down the processor
to its bare essentials in order to
produce the best sound for the price.
What you get is 5.1 channel Dolby
and DTS processing alongside Dolby
Pro-Logic Il. If you want to connect
your DVD-Audio or SACD player
you'll need an upgrade (£200), ditto
if you need video switching (£500).
But if you want to appreciate music
and movies at home, with an
unusually strong performance when
listening in stereo, this is high-end
AV on the cheap. It has some useful
features too, notably automatic set-
up via the supplied microphone.

The AV8 sounds both smoother
and more refined than its
predecessor, the AVS5, and is one of
the most subtle and listenable AV

processors available, more or less
regardless of price. It can do power

KEY FEATURES

DOLBY DIGITAL/

'?OTé{CDI?LBY PRO- and energy too of course, scenes from
SR LeveL Lord Of Thg Rings proving a.s much in
SETTINGUSING no uncertain terms. But unlike much
MICROPHONECONTROL 5 e cinema kit it can articulate
LUIGBUS CONNECTIONS speech beautifully, with layers of fine
2 OPTICAL 4 ! :

B LCIRICAL DIGITAL detail. Yog can play Tefmmat_or Il back
INPUTS to back with Room With A View and

2 STEREO INPUTS,
1 TAPE LOOP

TS

have no worries about getting the best
out of both, while a spot of music
from CD sounds clear and detailed -
you can even apply DPLII and listen in
surround. The AV8 is one of the
easiest and most effective ways to
make the jump from two to five
channels. And it won't break the bank.
Reviewed in HFC 235
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2 Marantz UK 01753 680868 & www.marantz.co.uk

MARANTZ SR9200

If you're looking for a state of

the art AV receiver but the
budget won't stretch much further
than two big ones we have the
answer to your multichannel prayers.
Marantz's range-topping response to
the big guns from Denon and
Pioneer is a 7.1 channel THX Ultra
approved design with all the ES and
EX bells that the home movie
enthusiast could wish for.

Unusual features include RGB
SCART in and outputs for video
switching with component socketry
provided on the front panel behind a
flap. It has a well specced tuner with

LW alongside the usual MW and RDS
FM. The SRS200 is powerful but cool

under pressure with a relaxed and
smooth sound that is strong on
subtlety and detail. A balance of
qualities that favours music sources,
be they stereo or multichannel
varieties, its performance proves
particularly impressive with SACD
and DVD-Audio. It delivers an

HI-FI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk
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expressive and agile sound that
responds equally well with Mahler and
Marc Cohn, displaying a level of
consistency and sense of warmth
that's extremely unusual in an

KEY FEATURES

7X140 WATTS/ 8 OHMS
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC Il

6 ANALOGUE INPUTS
COMPOSITE, SVIDEO,

integrated AV receiver. SCART AND RGB VIDEO
Home cinema material is handled JELITS
with equal aplomb, the receiver having GURHITRA
enough resolving power to illustrate
OF
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the inherent differences between
Dolby Digital and DTS - both
reproduce an enveloping soundfield,
with smooth steering and good

image focus, but on the whole DTS
sounds more organic and reveals

more image depth. Particularly worthy
for any AV fan with a penchant for
music., this is an impressive receiver at
a competitive price.

Reviewed in HFC 235



@ Denon UK 01234 741200 #

DENON AVC-A1SR

Two superb new models have

taken the integrated AV amp
to new heights this year, both
combining complete home
entertainment solutions with
genuine hi-fi credentials. One is
Pioneer's VSA-AX10i and the other
Denon's new AVC-A1SR. Both have a
digital interface for high-res formats,
but the Denon takes the garland for
its marginally better sound quality.

KEY FEATURES

7X170 WATTS/ 8 OHMS
TOUCH SCREEN REMOTE
8 CHANNELS

DOLBY HEADPHONE
OUTPUT

VIDEO STANDARDS
CONVERTER

www.denon.co.uk

Multichannel AV

It is an incredible piece of audio
engineering, packing in seven
channels of amplification alongside
the latest versions of all the important
surround sound technologies,
including Dolby PLII and THX Ultra 2,
systems designed to give more musical
results than their cinematic siblings.

In stereo it's the match of good hi-fi
amps with a characteristically open,

HOME THX CINEHA

@ Arcam 01223 203200 #

www.arcam.co.uk

ARCAM AV8/P7

The most impressive new

high-end multichannel amp of
2002 has undoubtedly been the
long-awaited AV8/P7 combination
from one of the UK's favourite
electronics brands.

The company has pulled out all the
stops with this processor/
multichannel power amp pairing.
Claiming to have invested a million
pounds in R&D, this is no mere
badging of far eastern
technology but a ground-up
creation of remarkable ability.
The AV8 processor is
inevitably the centre of
attention, featuring virtually
every surround sound-
enhancing technology that
the combined might of
Dolby, DTS and THX can
muster. It will play every
cinematic and hi-fi format
out there and should a new
one come along, as they

have a tendency to do, its software is
ready for a suitable upgrade. The
power amp consists of seven separate
power modules based on the current-
feedback topology used in the A85
stereo amp and according to our lab
tests it will drive seven of the toughest
speakers with relative ease.

This power availability is abundantly

d? 20022003
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KEY FEATURES

7X175 WATTS/ 8 OHMS
8 DIGITAL INPUTS

8 CHANNEL ANALOGUE
INPUT

COMPOSITE, SVIDEO,
COMPONENT AND RGB
VIDEO INPUTS

THXULTRA 2
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vivid and lively quality and its
amplifiers are also extremely powerful
in both stereo and multichannel
modes, coping admirably with
challenging high-end speakers. Bypass
the bass management with the Pure
Analogue Path and you get a
genuinely seamless and transparent
sound that is particularly impressive.
Its DACs are also good enough to
upgrade your old CD player, provided
it's got a digital output.

Multichannel soundfields have an
uncontrived feel that gives a credibility
to soundtracks that is outstanding.
Even with a stereo source it provides
an exceptionally consistent wrap and
smooth image steering, while DTS and
Dolby Digital processing is everything
it should be — first class.

It's an amazing amount of hardware
for the money and its sound quality
cannot be beaten at the price — what
are you waiting for?

Reviewed in HFC 232

clear, the combo lifting the roof with
THX spectaculars like the T2 Special
Edition and pod race sequence from
Phantom Menace. The sound swings
from extravagant to introspective as
the occasion demands, but it's never
less than entertaining. High-res music
formats deliver a clear and vibrant
picture of the atmosphere
in recordings, voices
sending shivers down
the spine. Broadcast
quality video
technology ensures
that the picture is as
slick as the sound,
while up to 220msec
of global delay means
that lips and voices are
never out of sync. This
is a simply stunning
multichannel amp and
a new benchmark for
AV technology.
Reviewed in HFC 235
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@ Acoustic Energy 01285 654432 & www.acoustic-energy.co.uk

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AEGIS EVO ONE

Acoustic Energy built its

reputation by reintroducing
metal diaphragm main drivers
back in the mid-1980s with its
first product, the upmarket
AE1. The technology has
now ‘trickled down’ to a
genuine mass market level,
and features in this £180
Evo version of the Aegis One.
For a budget speaker, it has an
impressively high level of serious
engineering content, thanks no
doubt to Malaysian manufacture.
It also looks good, with vinyl
woodprint finish all over, and a
nicely bevelled front panel edge.

It's about half as big again as most

speakers using a single 130mm main

KEY FEATURES

METAL CONEMAIN

driver, and the 6.6kg total weight is ERIVER
a testament to the solidity of a build 130MM CAST FRAME
S : MAIN DRIVER
which includes a 25mm thick front
25MM FABRIC DOME
panel. Moreover, not only does the TWEETER
main driver have a metal alloy cone, 19X36X25CM
ENCLOSURE

it also has an extremely classy cast

@ Bowers & Wilkins 01903 750750 @ www.bwspeakers.com

B&W 602 83

The 600-series has been
B&W's bedrock budget range

KEY FEATURES

TUBE-LOADED METAL
for many years, the latest Series 3s DOME TWEETER
featuring a Light Oak Sorrento finish ~ LARGE17SMMCAST

. o FRAME MAIN DRIVER
option which is much closer to
. o 23.5X49X29CM
current British tastes, combining a ENCLOSURE
light grey front baffle and main KEVLARCONE

driver surround with pale vinyl BASS/MID DRIVER

woodprint. With a twenty year
heritage behind it, this £300 per pair
602 S3 is a bulky 20-litre two-way
standmount, based on a main driver
with a seven-inch cast frame and
140mm diameter Kevlar cone, used
alongside B&W's tube-loaded
25mm metal dome tweeter. Not
surprisingly, room measurements
indicate free space siting, on high
quality stands which should be a
little lower than usual (eg 450mm)
for maximum effect.

The effect of the relatively large
bass/mid driver is immediately
obvious in the listening experience.
This speaker simply brings superior
dynamic grip and authority to the
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alloy chassis, while the tweeter
features a 25mm soft dome
with metal faceplate.

In-room measurement indicates
free space siting here, whereupon
the Evo One delivers a rich and
warm sound that's noticeably
'bigger’ and more solid than the
budget speaker norm. The tonal
balance might be a little laid-back for
some, but colorations are impressively
low, the dynamic range is wide, and
the sound shows an exceptional
freedom from any boxiness effects.

Stereo imaging is particularly
impressive, with good depth, fine focus
and coherence. The top end is clean
and clear, if arguably a little obvious
(especially with low-cost components).
Happier with delicate acoustic
material than hammering out the
block rocking beats, the Evo One
offers a level of refinement that's rare
for something so inexpensive.
Reviewed in HFC 226

party, creating the sort of dynamic
tension that grips and focuses the
attention and adds genuine magic to
the business of reproducing music.
There's a commendable lack of strain
here too, with better than average
headroom, and particularly impressive
bass which is capable of going deep
while remaining crisp and even,
providing a firm and propulsive
foundation. The top end might be a
shade obvious, though it's also notably
clean and clear.

The midband is essentially neutral, if
a tad ‘pinched’ through the presence
region, and maybe a little laid back for
some tastes. And although some
might prefer a punchier projection,
this speaker has the sort of restraint
that should suit budget electronics
rather well. One of the great
all-rounders of this or any other year,
the 602 continues to become
increasingly refined with each
successive generation.

Reviewed in issue 234



= /Mlab 0121 616 5126

www.focal-jmlab.fr

JMLAB CHORUS 715

The leading French hi-fi
speaker brand, JMlab's Chorus

models represent the company's
entry-level range (which sit
comfortably above the ‘budget’ price
points found elsewhere). This £529
per pair Chorus 715 is a compact
vinyl-woodprint-covered floorstander,
based on the company's high-class
Focal drive units, including a version
of the famous ‘inverted dome’
titanium diaphragm tweeter, plus
two main drivers with ‘Polyglass’
damped paper cones in cast chassis.

The latter operate in a two-and-a-
half-way configuration, the upper
one as a bass/mid unit, the lower
one covering just the bass region,
with further port assistance. Room
measurements suggest that some
close-to-wall reinforcement might
prove beneficial here.

The sound demonstrates a
thoroughly impressive combination
of qualities. It has fine basic overall

@ Dynaudio 01732 451

neutrality with accurate tonal colours
and balance. It also possesses a fair
measure of authority, which is rare in
such a cost-effective speaker. Even
rarer, it develops real dynamic drive
and tension that puts the listener on
the edge of his or her seat, as the
music builds to or from climaxes.

Although it doesn't set new records
in any one area, this speaker is a
solidly superior performer right across
the board, with no obvious weak
spots. Some thickening of upper bass
textures adds a little ‘honk’ to cellos
and ‘chestiness' to male voices, so do
take plenty of time and trouble

experimenting with precise placement, KEY FEATURES

for the cleanest bass reproduction.
But the bottom line is that the
Chorus 715 has a whole lot going for
it, delivering a fine combination of
high sensitivity, wide bandwidth and
good neutrality at an exceedingly
realistic price.
Reviewed in HFC 227

938 4 www.dynaudio.com

DYNAUDIO AUDIENCE 82

Stereo
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2.5-WAY VINYL-
COVERED
FLOORSTANDER

20X94X28CM
ENCLOSURE

POLYGLASS-DAMPED
PAPER CONES

INVERTED 25MM METAL
DOME TWEETER
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Top model among the vinyl

woodprint Audiences, the
£1,460 per pair 82 is a substantial
floorstander weighing 27kg, with over
50 litres of internal volume, and
standing over a metre tall. Styling is
conventional, though a chunky plinth
is fitted to accommodate the
substantial 8mm spikes.

It's a full three-way design, with two
200mm drivers plus a generous port
supplying the bass, crossing over at
around 430Hz to a 150mm midrange,
and thence, at around 2kHz, to a
28mm fabric dome tweeter - all the
filters operate at a very gentle
6dB/octave. The enclosure has

bracing and
bituminous
damping pads,

speakers are kept well clear of walls.

Sonically the Audience 82 provides a
very impressive combination of good
neutrality with considerable weight
and authority. The bass is clean, deep
and even, free from any hangover
effects, and with no tendency to
thump or thicken the textures.
Dynamic range is wide, and notably
good at resolving low level detail.

It's a difficult speaker to criticise,
because a basic lack of character is its
most obvious, er, characteristic.
Neutrality is exceptional, and the
effectiveness of its enclosure is evident
in a remarkable lack of boxy effects.

Despite its apparent complexity, the
82 sounds impressively coherent, with
absolutely magnificent power handling
and loudness capabilities. In the final

TWIN 200MM PORT-
LOADEDBASS DRIVERS - and the speaker analysis it could perhaps be a little
150MM CONE/DOME  has just one more romantic, but the bottom line is
MIDBAND UNIT . . S

terminal pair. The  that this is just about the most
28MMFABRICDOME . } ;
TWEETER in-room response  cost-effective way of putting the loud
22X106X36CM is well balanced, back into loudspeaker.
ENCLOSURE

provided the

Reviewed in HFC 229

awards 2002 | www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE | 47



Sib&Cub

Contact Your Nearest Dealer
Acoustica Chester 01244 344227
Acoustica Stafford 01785 258216
Active Home Cinema Brighouse 01274 851165 pre.
Acton Gate Audio Wrexham 01978 364500 m ut
Adventures in HIFi Wigan 01942 234202 ME CINEMA BEST SPEAKER PACKAGE UNDER £1000
Audience Ltd. Bath 01225333310 WlNNER Essential Home Cinema Awards 2002
Audio Images Sheffield 0114 273 7893
Audio Works Cheadle 0161 428 7887
Bartletts Hi-Fi Islington 0207 607 2296
Basically Sound Bracon Ash Nr. Norwich 01508 570829
Canterbury Hi-Fi Canterbury 01227 765315
Castle Sound & Vision Nottingham 0115958 4404
Chester AV Chester 01244320414 Py >
Choice HiFi East Sheen 0208 392 1959 — . " o oy
Classic HiFi Kettering 01536 310855 | W=y "The SIB & CUB are impressive individuals,
English Audio Hereford 01432 355081 H .
Huddersfield Hi-Fi Huddersfield 01903544668 || i bt but as a team they produce an outstanding
Kevin Galloway Audio Kiimarnock 01563 574185 st Buy ”
Loud And Clear Edinburgh 0131 226 6500 Be: all-round performance
Loud And Clear Glasgow 0141221 0221 Essential Home Cinema, Issue 16
Midland Audio X-Change Kidderminster 01562 822236
Mike Manning Audio Taunton 01823 326688
Mike Manning Audio Yeovil 01935 479361
Music Unlimited Wainfleet 01754 880617
Northwood Audio Aylesbury 01296 428780
PDS Ltd Stoke on Trent 01782 744556 E
Phonography Ltd Ringwood 01425 461230 .
Radlett Audio St Albans 01727 856577 M "Both multichannel soundtracks and
Romers Hi-Fi Nr. Blackbum 01254 887799 hoice . . .
Sounds of Music Tunbridge Wells 01892 547003 stereo music sources sound exhilarating”
Sounds Perfection Redruth 01209719049 H ci Choice. Nov/Dec 2002
Southport Hi-Fi Southport 0151924 7287 omeigiema Sholee, INOY:LIeE:
The Sound Gallery High Wycombe 01494 531682
Turners Audio Sunderiand 0191 521 2901
Vision Machine Ltd. Worthing 01903 217000
Warrington AV Warrington 01925 636215
Worcester Hi-Fi Worcester 01905 612929
Zen Audio Hull 01482 587397
This does not constitute a full dealer list
o
Compact 5.1 Home Cinema System JM 'ab

5 x SiB (HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA LOUDSPEAKER) + 1 X CUB (ACTIVE SUBWOOFER)
Focal.JMlab UK Ltd - Ter 0121 616 5126 - Fax. 0127 616 5127

Email. info@focal-jmiab co uk the Spirit of Sound



@ Harman Consumer UK 020 8731 4670 &
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2 www.infinitysystems.com

INFINITY INTERMEZZO 2.6

Infinity's distinctive looking
two-way which is uniquely
different in several ways. It has a cast

metal enclosure, silver crackle-
finished with simulated wood trim, a
built-in 250-watt power amp for
bass, plus various other electronic
bits, including a RABOS (Room
Adaptive Bass Optimisation System)
system for ‘tuning’ the loudspeaker
to reduce bass room mode excitation.

Building in the bass amplifier not
only converts the bass to active drive,
but also makes life much easier for
the system amplifier, which now only
has to drive a tweeter. The main
driver here has a 6.5-inch frame and
120mm cone, the tweeter a 25mm
dome, and both diaphragms are
aluminium stiffened by anodised
oxide ceramic ‘skins'.

It's reckoned that the untrained can
set up RABOS using the supplied test
CD and sound level meter in about
half an hour, and although the

2 Bowers & Wilkins 01903 750750 &

‘before’ and 'after room
measurements look virtually identical

to fill the room without apparent
assistance or coloration. All told this is

KEY FEATURES

BUILTIN 250W

to each other, there is no denying the BASSAMP a hugely entertaining and highly
sound quality improvements which are FULL METAL JACKET enjoyable loudspeaker, that looks
. ENCLOSURE . .
introduced by the treatment. Even ——S every bit as good as it sounds.

. o NIN ; ;
without RABOS this is still a very good SYSTEM Reviewed in HFC 233
loudspeaker, a little on the laid-back DEEPANODISED CMMD
side of neutral perhaps, but certainly DIAPHRAGMS

165MM MAIN DRIVER

delivering very impressive weight,
scale and drive for
something so compact.
Adding RABOS
simply opens up
the soundstage,
somehow
making the
speakers sound
larger still, and
significantly less boxy
to boot.

\Q.‘ OF Tﬂ[-
The lasting impression S %

. 0022003 2P
is the quite delightful way
that this speaker seems to s ) >
i _ : 72 \é ,
disappear’ — acoustically Ly 3015

speaking — and allow the music

2 www.bwspeakers.com

B&W SIGNATURE 805

B&W's new £2,250 Signature

805 is essentially a luxury
version of the established Nautilus
805 (HFC 199). It's the smallest
model, and the only standmount in
the Nautilus range, a simple two-way

KEY FEATURES

with a curved back, matrix-braced
enclosure, and external tube-loaded

delve too deeply into the low bass

24X41.5X34.5CM regions, but instead majors on the

:;‘ngggur:énmx tweeter. The Signature's price extraordinary transparency afforded by
L . .

premium might be a hefty £850, but  the very classy tweeter and
ADVANCED CROSSOVER . ) ) S
COMPONENTS the new model includes a considerable considerable main driver control. It
ALLOY PHASE PLUG number of changes, some more delivers a tremendous sense of space,
EXTERNAL TUBE- obvious than others. opening up recordings so you hear the

LOADED TWEETER

The high-gloss, highly figured, grey
‘tiger's eye’ or red 'bird's eye’ luxury
real wood veneer certainly makes an
impression, and under this gorgeous
skin are hidden major
modifications to both the
drive units, including
silver and copper-plated
pole pieces, and even
more dramatic changes
to the crossover network,
in both design and
components. A
distortion reduction of
60 per cent is the
claimed net effect.
Such a small
loudspeaker naturally
makes no attempt to

boundaries of the venue, and the
differences between recording
venues and techniques are clearly
delineated. At the top end, cymbals
sound particularly realistic, but the
bass too is impressively articulate and
powerful, despite lacking the very
deepest grunt.

It likes to play loud - all B&Ws do -
and has no problems handling
complex material, balancing the
relationships between different
instruments with considerable
dexterity and poise. The main point to
watch is that this very revealing
speaker requires the very best source
components, and powerful
amplification to go with it.

Reviewed in HFC 232
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@ Tannoy 01236 420199 4 www.tannoy.com

TANNOY DIMENSION TD12

A thoroughly modern

reworking of a classic format
with roots in the 1940s, the TD12 is
the largest of three Dimension
models. It has a 12-inch dual-
concentric paper cone main driver, in
which a horn-loaded tweeter is
mounted co-axially and fires through
the centre of the main cone.
This is topped off by an additional
super-tweeter, in a necessarily bulky
(130 litre) enclosure with stylish Art
Deco overtones. Sensitivity is a
generous 92dB, the amplifier load
benign, and the overall balance is
warm and rich but essentially flat.

F
Q\ﬁ‘ 0 TI/[ 'y

This speaker has & -
[CLZITEM - (ovely open HIFI
300MMDUAL- neutrality, St Awants &
NCENTRIC MAIN : . '
EORWCE; I especially with o1 1019
SUPERTWEETER speech, -
EXTENDS INTO maintaining full
ULTRASONICS I
intelligibility >
IRREGULAR
42X126X41CM even at v
ENCLOSURE whisper-quiet

@ Harman Consumer UK 020 8731 4670 & www.jbl.com

JBL K2 59800

At 90kg each and £20,000

per pair, JBL's K2 S9800 is RO
something of a monster, primarily COMPRESSION MID AND

TREBLE HORNS
developed for the Japanese home
) . 380MM PAPER CONE
market, but with roots that go right
. BASS DRIVER
back to the company's highly ALNICO MAGNET and well
successful 4320 Studio Monitor from POWERS BASS MOTOR balanced
the mid-sixties. BATTERY POLARISES overall, the
. ) ) CROSSOVER )

Essentially a giant two-way (with CAPACITORS bass is full,
an additional super-tweeter above warm and
10kHz), the bass and lower mid (up rich, yet also
to 800Hz) is handled by a '15-incher’ beautifully
with ‘classic’ paper cone, foam agile, free
surround and Alnico magnet. A from
90x50 degree bi-radial horn, driven overhang,
from a three-inch (76mm) beryllium and
dome, runs from 800Hz up to 10kHz. essentially
These are mounted in an unflappable.

unfashionably wide and irregularly This
shaped floorstanding enclosure,
finished in high-gloss dark charcoal
grey with black highlights. A unique are its
crossover uses a 9V battery to
pre-bias twinned capacitors, and
pre-sets allow very subtle balance
adjustments.
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speaker's best
tricks, however,

reproduction of
micro-dynamics
- the tiny low-
level details that

The finest pair of loudspeakers we've
heard, when you add up the pluses
and subtract the minuses you'll find
this speaker massively in credit.
Exceptionally neutral

levels. Direct sound is richer than most
speakers, and room-reflected sound is
a bit weaker giving a more accurate
and detailed 'window' onto the
recording session, but less tendency to
give the impression that the musicians
have joined you in the room.

This is very much a 'sit down and
listen' speaker. Settle down in the
sweet spot, and be rewarded by a
beautifully constructed image with
generous weight, scale, and dynamic
range. Bass is authoritative and free
from colour and overhang, showing
seriously impressive powers of analysis.

Treble sounds quite distinct from the
typical dome, its superb headroom and
freedom from strain particularly
obvious on brass. The super-tweeter
too opens up the top in its own
seductive way. Exceptionally accurate,
neutral, transparent and involving, the
TD12 has the all-round magnificence
of a genuine high-end contender.
Reviewed in HFC 225

convey the subtle texture of massed
orchestral strings, for example — and a
degree of transparency
which can sound
creepily realistic.
It has a
relatively
narrow
distribution,
which increases
the direct to
reflected sound
ratio, and this
contributes to very
precise stereo
imaging. It can also
go immensely loud
when required,
@\‘" L ’/"f; and with
e P gripping

HI-FI ,
G WS > dyﬂémlch i
Ty &~ tension, thoug

W
I/“M “ there are

slightly aggressive
tendencies at high levels.
Reviewed in HFC 235



Multichannel packages

@ Bowers & Wilkins 01903 750750 # www.bwspeakers.com

B&W 600 S3

All five speakers in B&W's ey separate entry for B&W's DM602 S3.

budget priced surround system Perhaps predictably this high-class
are nominal standmounts, and behaviour carries through into the
deserve good quality stands. All use multichannel performance, where the
the same tube-loaded 25mm metal combination of all three B&W models
dome tweeter and all feature creates a thoroughly convincing
Kevlar-coned, cast-frame main drivers, all-round coherence. These deliver the
so there ought to be plenty of sonic warm and cuddly envelopment of the
commonality, even though the latter whole musical or cinematic event, and
vary slightly in size and Iil'nmm the experience itself provides a strong
configurations. The 602 is a justification for the benefits of
two-way with 20-litre enclosure and surround sound music.
175mm main driver, while the 601 The good-size centre and surround
uses a 165mm unit in a 14-litre box, speakers clearly make a worthwhile
and the LCR has two 165mm drivers contribution towards building up the
operating as a two-and-a-half-way in complete wraparound soundfield,
a 28-litre enclosure. Finish is vinyl, while the meaty 602s at the front

either in deliver weight and drama with little

PR traditional black obvious contribution from additional
17SMM KEVLARCONE  or the new box colorations. Large standmount

2002-2003

MANDRIVERS®92)ighter sorrento. speakers might not be the most
23.5X49X29CM . )
ENCLOSURE (602) The SOL{nd fashionable format, but this B&W
CENTRESPEaKerUses  GUality with combo delivers the sonic goods in

both stereo and multichannel modes.
Reviewed in HFC 224

TWO 165MM KEVLAR  stereo material is

DRIVERS ) .
described in the

= KEF 01622 672261 & www.kef.com

KEF Q AV/7

A very distinctive looking \\g oF r,,[’ firm, open and explicit midband, a

system, KEF's new Q-series S XS sharp and articulate treble, and a deep
combines the company's latest HI-FI and informative bass, showing an
Uni-Q co-axial drive units, which 5, AWARDS | 3 ability to generate a deep, wide and

consistent soundstage that's available
throughout an impressively large
listening zone. The Q7s alone are star
stereo performers in their own right,
but the system really comes into its

now feature metal dome
tweeters nestling within the
centre of their bass/mid polymer
cones, with vinyl woodprint
enclosures that have curved sides

KEY FEATURES

165MM MAIN DRIVERS

Q7 HAS 228X152MM
which taper towards narrow rear mSELRACK'BASS own in their multichannel incamation,
panels. The system here where it's best suited to small and

CURVED SIDES BOOST

medium size rooms and moderate
listening levels.

This is a highly articulate system,
with all the discipline and
transparency that are needed to cope
with the best of today's film
soundtracks and multichannel music.
The only criticism is minor and
concerns a slight mismatch in ‘colour’
through the lower registers between
the small Q1 and Q9C and the large
Q7s. In every other respect this is a
very impressive all-round package at a
thoroughly competitive price.
Reviewed in HFC 232

comprises a pair of Q7
floorstanders (£800) for main
front left/right channels, a pair
of compact two-way Q1
stand-mounts (£250) for
surrounds, plus a £250 two-way
Q9C for centre-front. The bonus
with the Uni-Q drivers is that the
off-axis balance always remains
consistent, in every direction,
while the curved cabinets should
offer both increased stiffness and
some de-focusing of internal
standing waves.

Sonically this system has a

CABINET PERFORMANCE
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@ API UK 01787 249656

Multichannel packages/Subwoofer

MIRAGE OMNI 2

Defiantly American in styling

and presentation, the three
different elements in this
multichannel system are very
different from each another, though
all feature an element of
omnidirectionality — known here as
Omnipolar - in the way they
distribute sound into the room. This
will ultimately increase the ratio of
room-reflected to direct sound
reaching the listener.

Each of the large front left/right
OM-7s, for example, has twin mid
and treble drivers mounted on the
front and back of a slim but tall
and wide box section that sits
above a generous bass area. The
much smaller OM-C2 centre and
OM-R2 models also claim a degree
of Omnipolarity, and feature drive
units on two and three faces
respectively.

Voicing differences between
various models are evident enough

b

2 REL Acoustics 01656 768777 & www.rel.net

REL STORM IiI

Britain's own subwoofer

specialist, REL, has almost
single-handedly rehabilitated
subwoofers here in the UK, for music
as well as movie reproduction. The
£900 Storm Ill is a large and heavy
device, using a 40-litre black vinyl-
covered enclosure built from 30mm
MDEF. The business bits include a
150-watt MOSFET amp driving a
300mm cast chassis driver.

The input and control side is
particularly well thought out,
enabling simultaneous separate
connection and alignment for both
stereo music and 5.1 home cinema
sources. The input filtering is also
exceptionally flexible, with calibrated
switched attenuators that provide a
very accurate and precise handover
to the main system loudspeakers.

During testing, bass delivery with
Kraftwerk's We Are The Robots was
deep and throbbing, fruity and full,
certainly very powerful with plenty of
depth and weight, and tuneful

HI-FI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk | awards 2002

KEY FEATURES

OMNIPOLAR DESIGNS

FRONT AND REAR
MOUNTED DRIVERS

TITANIUMDOME
TWEETERS ALLROUND

200MM BASS,
T10MM MIDRANGE
POLYPROPYLENE

DRIVERS

KEY FEATURES

40-LITRE BOX IS MADE
FROM 30MM MDF

MOSFET AMP HAS 150W

POWER RATING

250MM VOLT BASS

DRIVER

42X52X33CM
ENCLOSURE

www.miragespeakers.com

enough to follow the constantly
shifting deep synth notes on this
track. Autobahn was also deep and
powerful, adding much weight to the
sound of the vehicle accelerating
away, not to mention the
accompanying music.

FRONT: OM-7/REAR: OM-R2/CENTRAE: OM-C2

in practice, but the crucial match
between front and centre is close
enough, and the latter has useful
dynamic strength and bass weight too.
The surround speakers are excellent in
their spaciousness and wide
dispersion, though a little more bass
muscle might be preferable here.

But this is nit-picking in the context
of the large scale stable image created
here, almost irrespective of where one
sits, either as a complete system or

with just the OM-7s operating

stereophonically. The tonal balance
is a shade dark but attractively rich
with well differentiated tone
colours and a proper sense of
weight. As such it's capable of
genuinely visceral results and
tangible ‘in-the-room’ presence. Do
note that these large speakers need
plenty of room to breathe, so don't
even consider them for small,

cluttered rooms.

Reviewed in HFC 232

Perhaps more surprisingly, the
addition of the REL can also aid a
system’s midrange, improving the
sense of naturalness and dynamics.
Eurythmics' When Tomorrow Comes
highlighted excellent integration with
smaller main speakers — the stadium
sound was clear and the bass meaty
and tuneful, enhancing realism.
Likewise, the sound of horses
= hooves in the
Gladiator
soundtrack
sounded

suitably
deep and
powerful. REL
deserves its
position as a
premier subwoofer

marque, and the
£900 Storm Il ought
to be on anyone's
short list.

Reviewed in

HFC 225
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“open articulate sound”

Now available in Canadian

maple and silver combination
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2002 SYSTEM OF THE YEAR

“This system rocks. From the moment you
fire it up, you're taken on a thrill ride that'll
have you grinning from ear to ear. If you
care about movies, you'll love this system.”
H ok Hok K EMPIRE MAGAZINE

Eh_= QC')Y API({UK) Ltd  Tel: 01787 249656

SPEAKER SYSTEMS Armorex Centre, Bury Road, Lavenham, Sudbury,
www.energy-speakers.com Suffolk CO10 9QD Email: api.uk@btinternet.com

‘S’ Series
S9

s8)
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spendor

SOUND AND VISION

% % Kk Kk

Spendor S8 - “Terrific performers for all types of music” November 01

&

Spendor S9 - Editors Choice January 02

Available now at your Spendor Dealer
For full information contact:

Spendor Audio Systems Ltd
Station Road Industrial Estate
Hailsham East Sussex

BN27 2ER

T+44 (0)1323 843474
info@spendoraudio.com

Jelglele]g

www.spendoraudio.com




@ Tannoy 01236 420199 € www.vandenhul.com

VAN DEN HUL THE BAY C5

The entry level interconnect

market is a hard-fought
arena with a lot of very good
models to choose from, but
choose you must and our
favourite is this lovely red vdH.

From top to bottom of the

range it's an impressive performer
with good detail, giving insight
into familiar recordings and

making listening compulsive.
Stereo imaging is excellent with
great depth information and a
cohesive all-round sound through
the full dynamic range. It serves
all types of music equally well
and should be compatible with all
manner of kit. The Bay is
excellent value for money.
Reviewed in HFC 224

@ 020 8979 2155 # www.townshendaudio.com

TOWNSHEND ISOLDA DCT 300 QED QUNEX SR75

DCT or Deep Cryogenic

Treatment is the key to the
success of the best interconnect
of the year, a process involving
temperature extremes that is said
to improve the lattice structure of
the copper conductors.

Whatever the reasons, Isolda
DCT has performance that more
than justifies its price. Bass is
superb in terms of both extension
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and control with no shortage of
detail and power. Treble and
midrange are exceptionally clean,
creating broad, detailed imaging
and climaxes that remain clear
with full dynamics. If you have a
decent system then this
interconnect will take it to the
next level, it's one of the best
there is at any price.

Reviewed in HFC 234
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VAN DEN HUL D102 MKIII

This year's best mid-price

model is an old favourite
at Hi-Fi Choice. The van den Hul
D102, now in its MklIl form, is a
seemingly unbeatable analogue
design that's suitable for
anything from a phono stage to
an SACD player and all points
in-between.

We found it hard to criticise
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this cable — detail is very good
and tonality is neutral across the
board. Treble extension is
exemplary which might explain
how it manages to create such
impressive image depth and
width. All things considered, this
is a first-rate performer and a
bargain to boot.

Reviewed in HFC 234

< QED 01483 747474 # www.qed.co.uk

Digital cables are

increasingly useful now
that digital recording and home
cinema processors are so popular,
and despite what some may
think, quality counts just as much
with digital as it does with
analogue. Our vote goes to the
British specialist QED which has
been making good cable for
longer than most.

Its Qunex SR75 is not only

@““ OF Iy P
N 0022003 P
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pretty, it is also extremely
difficult to fault. Construction is
first class combining high-quality
copper and superb plugs. Bass is
tuneful and well controlled
while midrange and treble are
both very clear and open with
no sense of constraint. Images
are solid and real, and it per-
forms well above expectations
for the price.

Reviewed in HFC 234




= QED 01483 747474 & www.qed.co.uk

OED SILVER ANNIVERSARY

Thare has been no better

new entry level speaker
cable this year than this
unassuming but tremendously
effective design from QED.

Incorporating 79 silver-plated

copper strands in a figure-8
design, the large conductor area
means that it is well suited to
longer than average runs. In a
system it does everything

5? w2 P

passably and most of it well = no
colorations leap out and no
strange imaging effects intrude.
Midrange detail is good,
arguably better than many more
expensive cables while dynamics
are natural. Silver Anniversary
turns in a more than credible
performance that is exceptional
at this price point.

Reviewed in HFC 192

2 Russ Andrews 01539 825500 & www.kimber.com

KIMBER 8VS

The link between amplifier
and speaker is a critical
one and you need a serious

connection whatever your system.

There are plenty of good
alternatives out there but the
Kimber 8VS is the year's best.

A variant on the brand's proven
braided construction, this is a
large-ish but flexible cable. Tonal
balance is finely judged with

Ja—

clear, extended treble and full yet
tuneful bass, while the midband
is well defined and rich. It is also
very good at imaging, with
assured depth and satisfyingly
wide dynamics that create
tremendous climaxes. It has an
all-round creamy effortlessness
which puts it among the front
runners in its price range.
Reviewed in HFC 227

@ QED 01483 747474 & www.qged.co.uk

OED XT300

Our favourite £10 per

metre cable this year is a
newcomer from QED that takes a
radical approach to an old
problem called 'skin effect’. This
means that the signal tends to
travel along the outside of the
cable rather than its core, and
QED's solution has been to
remove the core and create a
tubular cable.

It uses stranded copper in a
figure-8 configuration to
produce XT300, which has strong
bass and impressive stereo
imaging. Overall it has a natural
and well-controlled sound and
with QED's high-quality banana
plugs it is a practical and cost
effective upgrade for almost
any system.

Reviewed in HFC 234
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2 Hi-Fi For Sale 0870 241 2469 & www.hififorsale.com

DISCO ANTISTAT

The best vinyl enthusiasts'

accessory of 2002 has to
be this bargain of a platter
cleaner. Not only is it remarkably
good at cleaning your LPs but it's
quick and easy to use and there's
none of the noise and palaver
associated with more elaborate
alternatives. It's by far the
cheapest wet cleaner on
the market and to be
frank, it's as effective as /
any other. ¢

Just fit the label

clamp, lower the
record into the
bath, rotate it
between the
brushes a few
times, take it out,
remove the
clamp and put it
in the drying
rack for 20
minutes or so
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until dry and sparkling clean.
Then Bob, as they say, is your
mother's new gentleman friend.
Reviewed in HFC 229




= Reflex Labs 020 7079 2047 & www.reflexlabs.com

REFLEX LABS CARA

Room sound is a

notoriously tricky thing
and anything that helps us get a
grip on it is to be welcomed,
which is why this software
warrants our commendation.

If you want to get genuinely
scientific about speaker
placement, stick CARA 2.1 Plus
in the PC and fill in the blanks
that refer to your specific room

and speakers and discover where
to set up the system for best
results. It even works for
multichannel speakers which, as
any enthusiast knows, take an
age to set up manually. This
comprehensive software offers
tremendous value for those who
want to get the best from their
hi-fi systems.

Reviewed in HFC 231
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@ Naim 01722 33226

NAIM FRAIM

A modular design from a

well-established brand, this
was the shelf to beat in 2002.
Construction is elaborate with a
spike-supported wooden platform
providing the foundation for any
number of wood and glass
shelves. All the spike

Y| CARA" el 2.1 PLUS

Jif computer Aided Room Acoustics

www.naim-audio.com

there's no sense of hardness to
the sound. It's not cheap - you'll
need an extra £325 per shelf on
top of the base price, but if
you've got a serious system you
need a serious and flexible rack.
Reviewed in HFC 232

2 Veda Products 01279

GRADO SR80

Headphaws still offer
the most intimate
relationship with music, not to
mention the only way we
can listen at proper levels

without being
interrupted by
neighbourly
wall-banging. This
year's favourite is
not a new model
but a classic that
keeps us coming
back for more. The
Grado SR80 is a
simple design with
compact, open back
capsules that sit up
against the ear, rather
than around it.

They combine a sense of
spaciousness with plenty of
power when it's required. Fine
timing and a relaxed balance

501111 € www.gradolabs.com

make them highly engaging - a
classic that will run and run.
Reviewed in HFC 230
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@ Partington 01474 709299

PARTINGTON ANSA 60

Speaker stands are crucial

to the performance of
so-called bookshelf speakers
and Partington's elegant ANSAs
are the best we've heard all year.
They make the difference

between merely good and totally

great results.

interfaces have metal It is a bolt-together design built
cups so that around a cast base with a

load bearing

isn't an issue,

and each glass
platform is
decoupled using
steel balls secured
in alloy cups.

The Fraim allows a
notably wide
dynamic range
including an
attractively sparkling
top end with deep,

clean, authoritative bass. A= f’J//l 10\

And despite the glass
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generous ‘footprint’.

What impresses is the
stand's ability to disappear
sonically, delivering a sound

which is notably restrained

you want is a stand that joins
in with the music. It deftly
avoids the colorations of
alternatives and simply lets the
music do its thing.

Some might call it lightweight,
but it's also extremely coherent
and musical.

Reviewed in HFC 232

and laid back - the last thing
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@ Tannoy 01236 420199
& www.tannoy.com

TANNOY ST50

Once you've got your state

of the art loudspeakers
where do you go next?
Super-tweeters offer a new route
to enhancing existing systems
which makes them the year's top
speaker accessory.

With high frequency extension
up to 50kHz the ST50 is
designed to make the most of
new formats such as DVD-A and

@ Tom Evans 01443 833570
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SACD and its effect is very
strange, to say the least. Treble
does become more airy but it
also seems to extend bass and
tighten up the midband,
creating a sharper, more
controlled sound that avoids
brashness and lets more detail
through. An effective way to
make good speakers better.
Reviewed in HFC 231

# www.audiodesign.co.uk

TOM EVANS MICROGROOVE

Fact one: if you want to

get the most out of your
record player you need a great
phono stage. Fact two: the
Microgroove is the best of the
year — stick it between cartridge
and amplifier and revel in the
glory of vinyl.

Base model in a range of three,

the Microgroove can be specified
for any cartridge be it MM or

MC. The key to its appeal is
energy, the dynamics of anything
you play through it come to life
in a way that few phono stages
match. It also has prodigious
bass that's deep and subtle, not
to mention an exquisite
midrange. If you've got a decent
cartridge you absolutely need
one of these.

Reviewed in HFC 234
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@ TDK 01737 773773

It may surprise some to

read that blank CD-Rs vary
in sound quality and that even
length has a bearing, but they do
and this is as good as they get.
When we tested eight quality
discs TDK's range-topper beat the
rest by a comfortable margin,
possibly because of its polyolefin
substrate that's said to increase
read/write accuracy.

Recordings sound extremely

IS

& www.tdk-europe.com

TDK CD-R AUDIO PRO

stable and more together than
much of the competition, with no
audible dissociation between
bass and treble. The latter is
smooth and highly detailed while
bass is extremely solid and
extended, the midband
in-between being expressive and
pure. If you want the best
recordings this is the software

for the job.

Reviewed in HFC 233
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VAN DEN HUL MC ONE SPECIAL

Less an accessory, more a

necessity, a good cartridge
makes vinyl the format of choice,
and this is the year's best.

The MC One Special is indeed
very special. A hand-made
moving coil design, it has a
sound that could turn anyone
into a vinyl junkie — rich, vibrant
and above all dynamic, it gets
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straight to the heart of the

music. If you think you know
your LP collection think again,
there's colour, space and energy
in there that few needles will
reveal. It may seem expensive but
when you realise what it can do
for your record collection its
value becomes extraordinary.
Reviewed in HFC 235
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Pioneer DV-757Ai
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PROGRESSIVE VIDEO OFF

> O

‘universal’ DVD player s79s

Pioneer's do-it-all disc master has a ra nge
of tricks to keep it at the head of the pack

Few DVD players are without an

onboard 5.1-channel decoder these

days just as, in the days ahead, these
same machines will also need to find room
for DVD-Audio and SACD if only to remain
competitive. Pioneer threw down the
gauntlet with its DV-747 universal CD/
DVD/SACD player last year, only to follow
it with the spectacular DV-656, a cheaper,
higher performance alterative. While its
competition is reeling (we hear that Onkyo
and Yamaha have universal players on the
way), Pioneer has delivered a further body
blow with the launch of its £799 DV-757Ai.

This player has it all, offering compatibility

with multichannel DVD-A and SACD, Dolby

Digital and DTS together with DVD-Video
(including CPRM-encrypted DVD-RW) and
CD (including -R and -RW variants plus
multi-session MP3 recordings). Basically, if
you have disc-shaped software, the
DV-757Ai will play it. Also, with
component, S-Type and composite video
outputs plus multichannel analogue and
S/PDIF digital outputs, the player will hook
into any existing system. Future systems are
accommodated too, because Pioneer has
yet another trick up its corporate sleeve.

TECHNOLOGY
‘Ai" does not stand for Artificial Intelligence
but refers to Pioneer's adoption of an i-Link

interface, Sony's trade name for the
IEEE1394 FireWire connection. Now
approval has been granted for use of this
interface with copy-protected data, Pioneer
is able to stream multichannel 96kHz
DVD-A and SACD plus two-channel DVD-A
and SACD directly into a partnering
processor or amplifier, like the companion
VSA-AX10i (reviewed in HFC 229).
Compressed audio, including Dolby Digital
and DTS, can also be streamed across,
allowing enhanced off-board processing
that's unavailable in the DV-757A itself
(including 7.1 channel EX and ES) to be
enjoyed nonetheless.

Designed for digital networking, this
interface facilitates 'handshaking' between
the attached components so that the
DV-757Ai, for example, will recognise and
display a list of its partnering separates on

AUDIO TEST: RESPONSE
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AUDIO TEST: ULTRASONICS AUDIO TEST: JITTER

NORMALISED LEVEL >3

3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 000 3500
<< JITTER FREQUENCY »> =)

While CD (blue trace) clearly has a more limited
response than either SACD (red trace) or 192kHz
DVD-A (black trace), it’s SACD - free from digital
filtering - that exhibits the gentlest roll-off.
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Ultrasonic signals (in this case 40kHz) evidently enjoy a
far greater dynamic range with 96kHz and 192kHz DVD-

A (black trace), although the extra noise accompanying
SACD (red trace) does hide any other distortions.

Now that the DV-757Ai is finally in production, its
performance is even better than that experienced
with pre-production prototypes. Jitter, for example,

is now lower than ever at just 115psec.

e ————




“The sense of space experienced with CD is developed still further with multichannel
DVD-A, which achieves a broad, deep and immersive sound without any hint of force.”

a GUI. Provided the interface is adopted on
a broader level, this sort of built-in
intelligence will make system-wide set-up
that much easier. Pioneer includes two such
i-Links on the player, for daisy-chaining
between groups of products. However, at
this stage, there's no guarantee of matching
components arriving thick and fast...

Otherwise, the universal ‘engine’ inside
the DV-757Ai represents Pioneer's second
generation technology and includes a new
MPEG2 decoder from Mitsubishi that caters
for DVD-Audio and Video (including
progressive scan) plus DTS. An additional
Motorola processor provides extra
horsepower for speaker configuration
modes, including a fuller range of ‘large’
and ‘small’ settings with interchannel delays
and volume control. SACD data,
incidentally, takes a more direct path by
avoiding the MPEG2 decoder and audio
DSP and plunging directly into its own DSD
decoder from Sony. Multichannel digital
bitstreams from either DVD-A or SACD only
converge again when they meet the six
channels of DACs, prior to conversion back
into recognisable analogue music!

KEY FEATURES

The DV-757Ai looks little different from its
predecessors, aside from the bright blue
i-Link LED. Nevertheless, it does enjoy a
progressive video output, superior video and
audio DAC technology, optional Legato Link
digital filtering, Hi-Bit processing (which
scales 16-bit to 24-bit data) and more

versatile bass management configuration
(DVD-A only). Pioneer's i-Link really only
becomes a ‘key feature' when the DV-757Ai
is used in conjunction with the partnering
VSA-AX10i amplifier — a combination we'll
be reviewing later in the year.

Otherwise, Pioneer's on-screen set-up
menu allows you to define the aspect ratio
of the TV, specify either interlaced or

progressive component video output (NTSC
only) and whether the Scart is configured
for composite, S-Video or RGB video. Still
pictures are determined by frame or field
while the default DVD playback mode may
be assigned as either DVD-V or DVD-A.
Similarly, the default SACD playback modes
are defined by the two-channel,
multichannel or CD layers.

Both i-Link
connections are
controlled by
Pioneer’s ‘Mercury’
chip on this circuit
board.

Scart board. Video
and progressive
convertor are
underneath.

Switchmode
power supply.

| _Main circuit board
| houses the system
| controller, DVD
. decoder and DVD-
| Audio DSP.

SACD decoder is
| underneath.

Universal, dual
laser transport
mechanism.
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m Pioneer DV-757Ai ‘universal’ DVD player

@ The speaker configuration menu is equally

comprehensive, and colourful thanks to
Pioneer's in-house OSD chip, offering
adjustment of speaker size, distance and
channel level. The latter operates in 0.5dB
steps from -6dB to +6.0dB, though it's not
sufficient to permit the DV-757Ai to be
hooked directly into a multichannel power
amp. Furthermore, if only to avoid the side
effects of bass management, we'd recom-
mend leaving the speaker configuration as
‘large’ with the subwoofer ‘on’, regardless of
the size or complement of your boxes.

PERFORMANCE

We had the pleasure of listening to Pioneer's
universal player, in all its guises, with both
DPA100S and Arcam P7 power amplifiers
(two and multichannel) feeding a
combination of B&W 802 (front) and 804
(centre/surround) loudspeakers. With the
DV-656 for reference, itself an improvement
on the original DV-747, the DV-757Ai took
the system another step forward. This
certainly makes for a smoother sounding CD
player than the DV-656, achieving better
balance between the cut and thrust of
metal-stringed guitars, percussion and bass

SCREEN TEST: COLOUR

Colours are richly saturated and pure, bringing a
decent sense of depth, solidity and realism to real
life, as opposed to computer-generated sequences.
EXAMPLE CLIP: The Blue Planet (BBCTV) - Episode
3, The Open Ocean

SCREEN TEST: FLARE

Bright, crisply detailed images are suited to the big
screen, but you should keep sharpness levels low to
avoid flaring between highly contrasting areas of
the picture.

EXAMPLE CLIP: Star Wars - Episode 1, The Phantom
Menace (menu screen)
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“In practical terms, it’s the sort of sound that can be
enjoyed loud without becoming oppressive or requiring
the services of a ‘Cinema EQ’ filter on your AV amp.”

and any underlying, subtle detail.

Two-channel it may be, but the new
Cantus release, Let Your Voice Be Heard
sounded enthralling via the DV-757Ai, the
voices a perfect counterpoint to the
percussion, itself sparkling in what seemed
a grand acoustic. This is one of those very
easy-going players, delivering its lines with
a relaxed confidence that inspires extended
listening. Could it be one of the very best
CD players to emerge from Pioneer? Quite
possibly, but CD marks the jumping off
point for this universal player, for both
SACD and DVD-Audio software typically
sound grander still.

The sense of space experienced with CD is
developed still further with multichannel
DVD-A, which achieves a broad, deep and
immersive sound without any hint of force.
Natalie Merchant's Beloved Wife swept
through the room with such conviction that
even guitars behind the listening position
seemed plausible. Sure, there's a hint of
extra warmth, even some plumminess with
the richest of recordings, but the
overwhelming impression is of an enticing,
believable sound.

Wideband two-channel material, rare
though it still is, brings out the best from
the player. Billy Cobham and the London
Jazz Orchestra (a 24-bit/192kHz DVD-A)
soars from the DV-757A, his fluid
percussion revealed in intricate detail from
speakers that virtually melt from the scene.
Again, there's the easiness of CD but with
the extra depth, detail and atmosphere
possible with extended sample rates and
the wider dynamic range of 24-bit
recording. In similar fashion, Barb Jungr's
two-channel SACD The Space In Between
sounds so open, transparent and alive that

it's difficult to imagine a multichannel
recording doing very much better.

Typically, any multichannel product that
makes a good fist of music will also tackle
movie soundtracks with comparative ease,
and so it is with Pioneer's DV-757Ai. This
player delivers action without earache,
whether you are caught in a firefight with
Predator or taking on The Matrix with
Keanu and his cohorts. In practical terms,
it's the sort of sound that can be enjoyed
loud without becoming oppressive or
needing the services of a ‘Cinema EQ' filter
on your AV amp. Video, too, is crisp, clear
and detailed without the obvious ‘ringing’
or fringing effects seen with over-ambitious
video enhancement regimes. This player is
equipped with a ‘bit-shuffling’ technology
developed by Analog Devices and used in
the 108MHz video DAC. It's not dissimilar
to the noise-shaping used in audio DACs,
pushing video noise out of band where it's
conveniently removed by an analogue filter.
Whether this is responsible for the solid
imagery enjoyed via the DV-757's
component video outputs is impossible to
say, but its pictures are certainly a match for
any DVD player under £1,000.

VERDICT

This is one half of Pioneer's dynamic duo,
but even without a partnering VSA-AX10i,
the DV-757Ai represents tremendous value
as an all-in-one solution to the various CD,
DVD and SACD standards. Improved audio
quality, bass management, a progressive
video output and the i-Link feature mark
this universal disc player as a worthy
upgrade over the budget DV-656A. @

= Pioneer 01753 789789

€ www.pioneer.co.uk
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TSP £179.95 WERE £149.95

CD PI.AYER

We've managed to secure stocks of this
incredible bargain from the inventors of CD
technology at a ludicrous price. Complete
with the ability to playback both recordable
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clearsound. Snap one up today!
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Krell KPS 25sc CD player and preamplifier <. - i cou

CD supremo

Krell's KPS 25 has led the way in high-end CD replay — the latest sc version proves it still does

he Krell KPS 25sc consists of three

basic components housed in a

single box: a top-loading CD
transport, a D/A converter with 24-bit/
96kHz capability, and finally a full scale
digital and analogue preamplifier. The
unit is more than just reassuringly heavy
at nearly 20kg, and the design is like
nothing you have ever seen before. A
true one-off, it bears some resemblance
to a turntable, with its hinged lid and
puck that is placed on top of the disc,
but the comparison can't be pushed too
far. The lid for example is a heavy acrylic
fabrication with a transparent window
that can be programmed to initiate play
as it drops on its hydraulically damped
hinge. Its internal LCD shutter is said to
go opaque as it does so. In reality it
takes on a frosty appearance, scattering
incident light rather than blocking it, and
any acoustic advantage this confers is
lost in the noise. Yes, of course it's a
gimmick, but it's a real show-stopper.

The phrase often used to describe

products like this is 'reference grade'. The
original KPS 25 was launched in
February 1998 with 20-bit DACs and

TECHNOLOGY |

The Cast Il interface is a significant element
in the sound quality equation and was
discussed in detail in our review of the FPB
700cx power amp (HFC 234) - it's certainly
one reason why this CD player and amp
find special synergy together. Much of the
rest of the KPS 25sc’s design is exclusive, or
heavily customised. The transport is unique,
powered by a heavy-duty direct drive motor
with a belt-driven laser assembly. And the
multibit DACs are custom-programmed
Motorola DSPs, operating in dual
differential mode with custom filter designs.

The preamp is configured as a miniature
Class A power amp - a key reason why it
runs so hot — which runs from three mains
transformers and 13 regulated power
supplies. The unit is fully software driven,
and its operating defaults can be
extensively customised by the user,
including a theatre mode which assigns
volume control to an external processor,
naming of inputs, operation of the lid
(audio play, LCD shutter), input level trim,
volume control law and more.
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Krell KPS 25sc
CD player/
preamplifier

£24,998

O This is the player
that defines the state
of the art in CD replay.

© Cost, very
demanding of
partnering equipment.

@® CONCLUSION
Literally one of a kind,
the KPS 25sc has
evolved into a well
rounded true
heavyweight in every
sense.

KEY FEATURES

© Combined CD
transport, digitaland
analogue preamplifier

© Balanced in/out
© HDCD compatible

© CAST Il preamplifier
output

© Acrylic damped cover
with LCD light shutter
© 24-bit/96kHz
in/out

© Current mode
preamplifier

© Open architecture
allows upgrading

© Extensive range of
programmable software
defaul®s

© Supplied with table
top and handset remote
controls

© Programmable
‘theatre’ facility

The KPS 25sc’s top-loading CD cover goes from clear when open to frosty when closed in an
attempt to reduce the intrusion of incident light. Gimmick or no, it certainly looks impressive.

16-bit resolution using dual Motorola
560009 DSPs. The KPS 25s introduced a
Cast interface in May 1999, and the sc
version reviewed here began shipping
about a year ago with Cast Il and 24-
bit/96kHz processing. There have been
other improvements since, none of which
has justified a change in designation.
The motherboard/daughterboard
architecture of the design specifically
allows for further upgrades, and there are
some exciting ones in the pipeline, but
they're being kept under wraps for now.

The unit can be controlled by tabletop
and handset controllers (both are
supplied), using an RC5/Philips-
compliant handset or via an external
remote input or integrated into a
complete Krell system. A wide range of
operational settings can be entered using
the front panel level control in
conjunction with the ‘menu’ key. It all
looks rather fearsome at first, but it
doesn't take long to get the hang of it.

The preamplifier section includes a
wide range of optical, single-ended and
balanced connections, and the main
outputs include a pair of proprietary
CAST Il sockets.

PERFORMANCE

Apart from its initially disconcerting, but
apparently harmless propensity for
getting hotter than any other disc player,
the KPS 25sc ran as sweetly as the
proverbial nut. The short version is that it
sounds magnificent at power-up, and
from that point it gets steadily better,
levelling out when its temperature
stabilises after about an hour.

How to describe the sound of the Krell,
which was used almost exclusively as a
player for the duration of the test, using
tools as crude as words on paper? The
KPS 25 has been in and out of my
system three times in the last year, twice
in this latest and greatest iteration. CD
player sound quality tends to reveal itself
slowly and progressively, and often in
subtle ways, but the KPS 25sc breaks the
rules here as it does in almost every
other respect. Its character bursts on the
listener in a way that recalls other Krell
components. It is in this sense a typical
Krell product.

The KPS 25sc makes a real impression,
but curiously it is often more apparent in
retrospect, when it is pulled out of the
system, and you realise that the
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“It isn’t value
for money in the
traditional

SN people buy Rolls
B Royces and
8N Britling watches
for less valid
reasons, and
hi-fi doesn’t get
¥ much hetter
Y than this.”




definitive audio

Living Voice - Vitavox - Electrofluidics - Art Audio + Border Patrol

Tﬁe way to P[ay 'Uiny[, e Canary - DNM - Sugden - Wavac - Lyra - quarchy - Western Electric*
Wadia - Michell - Stax - Tom Evans - Nottingham Analogue - EMT
Kuzma - Resolution - Benz Micro - Tri-planar - SME* - Van den Hul

*W.E. valves - in stock e *SME turntables and tonearms - in stock

Model 10 LIVING VOICE

Model 20/2

Auditorium Avatar

Hi-Fi Plus Editor’s Choice
Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice

"The Avatar is a near perfect balance of size, bandwidth,
efficiency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small
Jootprint deliver a genuine 94db sensitivity, and excel
when it comes to delivering the scale, vibrance and colour
Model 30/2 f of the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cut

—— ) straight to the heart of a performance, unlocking the music
trapped in the recording, whilst its refinement makes it
equally at home with both basic and surprisingly expensive

amplification.”

Sale of Part Exchange and Ex-dem Items Sale New
. Living Voice Airscout, Mahogany - Rare 3 way horn. £9500 £19500
Series 300 . Living Voice Auditorium Walnut 1999 £900 £1500
Living Voice Avatar Cherry 1999 £1900 £2700
Living Voice Avatar OBX-R Rosewood 2000 £2500 £4000
ProAc Response 1SC Mahogany. Boxed. Current spec. £550 £1200
Dynaudio Confidence 3. Rosewood, boxed, June '02 £3000 £4800
Horning Agathon - 98dB 2 way horn, mahogany £1500 £3400

Snell Type C. Rare floor standing 3 way £500
Celestion A2 Rosewood, boxed. £600 £1400
Art Audio Diavolo (black/gold) 300B SE integrated 13w £2500 £4500

Mirage 890i - fine condition - give away. £250

Linn Kelidh - fine condition - give away. £250
Art Audio Symphony (full chrome) 300B SE 10 w . int. £2250 £4000
Art Audio Concerto 6550 push pull line integrated £1400 £2650
§ Art Audio Concerto 6550 push pull power amplifier £1000 £2250
Series IV e Art Audio Vinyl 1 mm phono stage. Chrome £1000 £1550
- Art Audio VP1 line pre. Chrome £1000 £2000
Tube Technology MAC mm and mc phono - as new £900 £1400
Canary Audio 300B SE 10 watt monos new £2000 £3500
Border Patrol 300B SE 10 watt £3000 £4500
Audio Innovations L2 line pre £400 £750

SJS Electroacoustics Arcadia line pre - rare £600
Conrad Johnson PV10 phono and line pre (new valves) £400 £1500
AudioNote Soro Phono integrated. Serviced, new valves £700 £1900

Cary 2A3, 8 watt stereo with Cary pre amp. New valves. £700
Musical Fidelity M3 NuVista integrated amp. 6 months £2250 £3000
Mark Levinson 334 Power amp. April '02 boxed perfect £4500 £6000
XTC pre power 4 channel 400 watt beefcake amp £1800 £4000
Trichord Dino phono stage and power supply. June '02 £400 £500

Seri v Audio Research LS2 B line pre £1250
eries Resolution Audio 2 box upsampling CD player Aug. '02 £2000 £2850
Musical Fidelity NuVista CD player. April '02 boxed. £2250 £3000
SME Series IV £850 £1250
SME Series V £1250 £1650
Ortophon Rohman - June '02 <10hrs use £600 £1000
Origin Live Silver250 o " £500  £600

Nottingham Analogue Interspace - current spec + new Space arm  £900 £1100

Ask for details of this SUBS SERE Tel: 0115 973 3222 Fax: 0115 973 3666
SME LTD : STEYNING - SUSSEX - BN44 3GY - ENGLAND internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 . fax: +44 (0)1903 814269 -

email: sales@sme-ltd.demon.co.uk
or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk




Krell KPS 23sc CD player and preamplifier

CD CONTROLS
Standard set of CD

A massive Perspex
lid houses an LCD
shutter that can be
programmed to go
‘opaque’ as play
commences.

function keys.

PREAMP SOCKETS
A full set of preamp

connections include
balanced in and

PREAMP CONTROLS

Full preamplifier
controls for input
selection, volume

control, etc.

CAST Il OUTPUTS

Proprietary Cast II
sockets to drive
Krell power amps.

An extensive list of
set-up options is
performed using
the display and the
level control in
set-up mode.

SYSTEM INTEGRATION

Various connections
allow the Krell to
work as part of an

outputs.

integrated system,
or accept remote
control from an
external IR receiver.

replacement just doesn't have the same
all-round stature. Stature really is the
word, as this is a giant among players.
The Krell works with unusual ease and
panache at high volumes, as though
born to the task. It is free of the slight
clouding up and flattening of
perspectives that other players suffer
from, probably due to the insidious but
often ignored effects of acoustic
feedback, and which usually goes all but
unnoticed until you hear a player that
doesn't suffer from the problem.

But don't run away with the notion
that the Krell can be pigeonholed for this
quality alone. Even with the volume
rolled down, it showed an uncommon
ability to sustain a sense of presence and
detail. In both cases, at almost any
volume level, the Krell has a masterful
ability to portray musical architecture
while extracting exquisitely fine detail.

There is nothing weak-kneed about this
product. The Krell coexisted in systems
that also included SACD and DVD-Audio
sources of varying quality levels. The
Classé Omega in particular is an
exceedingly stylish £12,000 stereo-only

SACD player, which made an interesting
comparison when playing hybrid discs
from their SACD layer through the
Classé, and CD layer via the Krell. In
every case, the SACD sound had all the
expected advantages. The sound was
simply more detailed, refined and
organic, making CD sound vaguely
inarticulate and cartoonish. But there
was something about the Krell that
continued to hold the attention - it
produced a more strongly projected,
more forceful and more physical kind of
sound altogether.

In part at least, this is attributable to a
very objective strength, namely, the bass.
All CD players have a strong, tuneful and
extended bass; it is the nature of the
beast. But for all its strengths, CD can
and often does lack a visceral quality
that you hear every time in the presence
of live music making, and which is
sometimes suggested rather better by
good analogue source components. The
KPS 25sc however has the measure of
this kind of bass architecture, to a greater
extent than almost any other, and it
brings this quality to bear with virtually

“At almost any
volume level, the
Krell has a
masterful ability to
portray musical
architecture while
extracting
exquisitely fine
detail.”

any disc, no matter how inadequate in
other respects. There is a rough and
tumble, a real physicality in the KPS
25sc's presentation, and even if the CD
sound lacks some of the resolving power
of SACD, the Krell somehow often
manages to speak more directly, and
communicate better.

It is almost redundant to give
examples, as these qualities are apparent
almost irrespective of what is being
played, but it's worth mentioning Max
Bruch’s melancholy Kol Nidre (Pieter
Wispelwey etc on Channel Classics)
which definitely sounds rougher and less
refined in its CD incarnation, but which
still communicates in exactly the way
described. In general, this Krell
probably gets closer to exploring the
ultimate potential of CD than the Classé
Omega does for SACD, and the Classé is
by far the best SACD player I've ever
heard, bar none.

So the KPS 25sc is always compelling,
always completely musical, but somehow
it seems most comfortable and capable
of displaying its strengths with its own
kind, namely the Krell 700cx and
presumably others in the range. The
combination is simply in a class of its
own, a heavyweight system whose limits
are difficult to define, still less exceed.
Yes it's a lot of money, and no, it isn't
value for money in the traditional sense.
But people buy Rolls Royces or Britling
watches for less valid reasons, and hi-fi
doesn't get much better than this. @
@ Absolute Sounds 020 8971 3909
# www.krellonline.com

ALSO CONSIDER

MUSICAL FIDELITY CD-PRE £2,000

A fractjon of the price of the Krell, but similar
functionality plus upsampling and still
excellent sound quality.

MARK LEVINSON NO 3095 £6,495
Superbly built and comprehensively equipped
with genuinely high resolution sound
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This strictly minimalist Yugoslavian powerhouse wins with exquisite timing and superb clarity

s
]

Karan KA-i180 integrated stereo amplifier ... co

here is in fact a very limited

number of truly worthwhile

integrated amplifiers, above the
normal £1,000-£1,200 limit of most
integrated amplifiers, and below the
pre/power combinations which generally
cost much more. Karan however, is an
exception to that rule.

Karan Acoustics' home is Novi Sad in
Yugoslavia, and the company was
founded in 1986. Insofar as it is known
in the West at all, it is for this integrated
amplifier, though the website lists other
components, including pre and power
amps, a loudspeaker and an upsampling
DAC. The KA-i180 is a substantially built
integrated amplifier, rated at 180
watts/channel into eight ohms, rising to
300 watts into four ohms. A single XLR
balanced line input is fitted, along with
three unbalanced line inputs. A volume
control, a line output and an attractive
status/input display completes the
onboard features list, but the amp comes
with a remote control for the volume
setting only.

The impressively turned out amplifier
carcass is fabricated exclusively from
thick alloy extrusions, with convection
cooling via the heat sinks strapped to
each side. The amplifier is DC coupled to
the load, and has a very high damping
factor. Unusually there is no inductive
Zobel network which is normally included

TECHNOLOGY

The exactingly designed and meticulously
constructed Karan KA-i180 stakes its own
technological ground. The amplifier is a
differential mode (balanced) design from
input to output. The negative loudspeaker
terminals are not tied to ground, and
mirror image amplifying circuitry is used
in the positive and negative signal paths
of each channel.

The two channels are dual mono, sharing
only the main 680VA custom-made power
toroidal transformer and 80,000uF reservoir
bank which employs Roederstein capacitors.
Karan has turned its back on overall
feedback to help avoid transient distortion
that arises when a long feedback loop can't
keep up with rapidly changing voltage
swings on the input. Instead, local feedback
is used sparingly around individual stages.
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VERDICT
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Karan KA-i180
integrated stereo

-
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amplifier

-

£3,900

O Discreet
packaging, highly
detailed with
enormous power
reserves and
consistency.

©Q Unstinting
transparency can
appear rather cold.

®© CONCLUSION
Heavyweight
integrated amplifier
for those who value
precision and detail
above warmth and
excess.

KEY FEATURES

© 2x180 watts per
channel (8 ohms)

© 3 singe-ended

lineinputs for stability, and the amplifier isn't rated

for sub three-ohm loads. Presumably it
makes use of cable inductance for
stability, but if so, there is no advice to
this effect in the instructions, or
minimum recommended cable length
runs. In any event it was quite happy
driving B&W Nautilus 800s, a quite
reactive load, via eight metre Nordost
Valhalla cables. Component quality
throughout appears to be about as good
as it gets, and by all accounts the
internal resistor matching is much closer
than is normally required.

© 1 XLR balanced input
© WBT temminals
© Minimalist interface

© Remote control
of volume

PERFORMANCE

This is an amplifier that needs extensive
running in before it settles down.
Decanted fresh from the box, the amp
can sound rather edgy and raw, and it
needs a few days for this quality to wear
off. Sometimes running-in changes are
simply a psychological trick, which
provides time to adapt to a particular
kind of sound, but not so here. A
favourite test disc for assessing this is
Toru Takemitsu's superb Quotation Of
Dream (Oliver Knussen/London
Sinfonietta) whose opening brass track,
Day Signal, is guaranteed to bite the
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The austere styling of the KA i180’s body mirrors its sound - solid, powerful and accurate.
It’s not exactly warm and cosy, but its definition and clarity are exemplary.

head off if not handled properly. The disc
was indeed difficult to listen to at the
start, but after a few days of the
amplifier settling in, the intrinsically
sharp and precise sound was fully house
trained, with a pungency and control way
out of the mainstream.

If you're looking for an amplifier with a
nice, comfortable, relaxed style this may
not be the one for you. If on the other
had you want to hear into and behind
every nook and crevice of the sound,
then you need look no further. The
KA-i180 is characteristically fast, lean
and true. It has more power than most
will ever find use for, and there is no
detectable change in performance at
different volume levels, an important
distinguishing feature between
amplifiers, and one that is frequently
overlooked in review.

All'in all, the Karan offers a very
grown-up performance. It has razor-sharp
reflexes and exquisite timing, and it is
also massively detailed. The bass is
extended and extremely powerful, but
there is no slack or excess. The Karan
tends to make its point by
understatement, and this makes it even
more telling than the kind of amplifiers




The KA-i180 is a traditionally minimalist stereo amp, but it does offer the convenience of

magazine

remote volume control and a good complement of inputs and outputs around the back.

that lay it on the line.

In many ways the KA-i180 sounds less
like a typical big amplifier — large-scale
and bloated - than a really fine smaller
one writ large. The quick reflexes, the
delicate detailing and the lean balance
all point this way. There is always a sense
that the dominant sound in a mix does
not obscure the others, and it is here that
the Karan's innate clarity comes from,
rather than any tonal imbalance
favouring the treble. The Karan offers a
very particular kind of sound, but if you
want to know what's on your recordings,
its discipline and its superb definition
give it star qualities. @

@ Audiofreaks 020 8948 4153
4 www.karanacoustics.com

ALSO CONSIDER

ELECTROCOMPANIET
EC4.7/1200MB £3,448

Pre/power amp from Norway has solid
architecture and transparency - big in every
sense of the word.

BRYSTON

BP-20/4B-SST £3,375

Solid and expansive sounding pre/power amp
with strong sense of authority and control.

PRIMARE
A30.1/A30.2 £2,700

Accomplished Swede combo, consists of high
grade integrated with additional bi-ampable
power amp and a very polished sound.

TAG MCLAREN

DPS32R/250MR £4,950

An extremely sophisticated and capable
pre/power combo which includes a
digital/analogue preamp. Exploding with

power and oozing finesse.
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Dali Euphonia MS4 loudspeaker :.c. - . yessener

Euphonification

Dali’s prestige Euphonia features several innovations, including a special treble

module which combines a soft dome tweeter and ribbon super-tweeter

he letters of the Dali name actually

spell out something to do with

Danish audiophile loudspeakers,
which is appropriate enough for this
luxury speaker from Denmark, though in
fact the company makes a great many
models across all price points, including
both AV and hi-fi types. It also has close
ties to Scandinavia's leading specialist
hi-fi retail chain, and boss man Peter
Lyngdorf is the main force behind the
TacT Millennium digital amplification
and room correction project.

Based on lessons learned and
techniques developed for the earlier
Grand range and the Megaline flagship
model, the MS4 is the smaller of two
main floorstanding stereo pairs in a five-
strong Euphonia range. A pair will set
you back at least £4,200, for which
you're entitled to expect something

www.hifichoice.co.uk
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VERDICT

Dali Euphonia
MS4
loudspeaker
£4,200

O Aclean and very
open-sounding
speaker, with very
low cabinet coloration
and a wide dynamic
range. Handsome
looking too.

© Has a rather thin
and forward balance,
lacking the warmth
and rich tonality to do
full justice to cellos
and pianos.

® CONCLUSION

An elegant
loudspeaker with
great dynamic range
and weight, but its
slightly thin and
forward tonal balance
lacks warmth and
richness.

KEY FEATURES
© Weight: 35kg

© Size (WxHXD):
22x102x42cm

© Finishes: Maple and
cherry veneer (yew
£200 extra)

O Frontpanelisa
sandwich of 22mmand
16mm MDF layers

© Treble module
combines a 29mm soft
fabric dome tweeter
with 10x55mm ribbon
supertweeter

© Both treble units are
mounted on asingle
chassis to maximise
mechanical integrity

© Two identical
6.5-inch main drivers
operate in ‘two-and-a-
half-way mode

pretty special. It's certainly a very solid
affair, weighing a considerable 35kg, and
it's a very pretty loudspeaker too with its
high class real wood veneer finish. Maple
and cherry are the standard options,
though our samples had yew veneer — an
extra £200.

The shape is a little unusual: slim and
deep, tapering somewhat towards a rear
panel which is much narrower than the
front, with attractively curved sides. The
curves are created by slicing thin fillets
out of the MDF substrate beneath the
veneer to allow the panels to be bent,
and then packing the gaps with adhesive
to maintain the fundamental solidity
while introducing a measure of damping.

The front panel on which the drive
units are mounted is exceptionally tough,
consisting of a sandwich construction
with a 22mm MDF base layer
superimposed with a 16mm MDF top
layer, the former shaped and chamfered
to allow the rear output of the drivers
plenty of room to breathe.

Both the top and bottom surfaces are
slightly tilted, while the whole speaker is
mounted on a very substantial
polymer/granite plinth, accommodating
chunky but blunt spikes, which are only
rather feebly locked by thumbwheels -
presumably to avoid any risk of
damaging the socket fixing by
over-tightening.

The enclosure and plinth only tell part
of the technology story here, and the
drive units have several interesting
features too. The most obvious of these is
the 'treble module’, a combination of
29mm soft fabric dome tweeter with a
10x55mm ribbon supertweeter, both
mounted on a single chassis in order to
preserve maximum mechanical integrity.
Of the two, the dome does most of the
work, since the ribbon only comes in at a
nominal 17kHz, which is right at the
acknowledged limit of human hearing.
Whether we actually need supertweeters
is still a debatable point, though the
consensus would seem to be that they do
have a small but worthwhile effect.

The two identical 165mm main drivers
actually operate in ‘two-and-a-half-way’'

MEASUREMENTS

Dali claims a sensitivity of 88dB, alongside
a 4 ohm impedance, which is, if anything, a
little conservative — we measured it at
89dB, while agreeing with an impedance
that stays above 3.3 ohms throughout, but
not by very much. Translating those figures
into a meaningful reality, the sensitivity is
around average while the load is quite
demanding, in current terms, so a
reasonably powerful and load-tolerant
amplifier is to be preferred.

Compensation for the sensitivity and
impedance ratings comes in a very good
deep bass extension, registering OdB at
25Hz (ref the midband datum) under in-
room far-field conditions, and -5dB at
20Hz, the ports here being tuned to around
32Hz. The overall balance is impressively
smooth and even across most of the audio
band, though not without some character
within that trend.

The mid-bass output is a little too
enthusiastic here, especially around 50Hz.
The lower midband - the 'warmth’ region —
is a little too lean, and the upper midband,
presence and treble are all distinctly
stronger and more forward than the
marketplace average. While the room-
averaged far-field trace looks impressively
flat above 500Hz, the fact remains that the
overwhelming majority of speakers adopt a
rather more restrained and laid-back
approach here, presumably because that's
what the market demands.

mode, the lower one just being used to
augment the bass portion of the
spectrum, while the upper one continues
up to the point where the crossover
brings in the treble module - around
2.2kHz acoustically, or 3.8kHz electrically.
The drivers have cast frames and the
cones, made from a paper and wood
fibre composite, have a slight purplish
tinge. The rear panel carries classy
bi-wire/amp WBT locking terminal pairs,
plus two ports fabricated in metal alloy -
all very classy stuff.

PERFORMANCE

The Euphonia MS4 is a very cool
customer indeed — perhaps a little too
cool for its own good, it might be said.
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The MS4 includes twin pairs
of WBT locking terminals for
bi-wiring or bi-amping.

“There’s much to like
about this speaker, most
obviously its impressive
suppression of cabinet
colorations, but also in
the high-class drive unit
technology it employs.”
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IT IS.

When the first AV8, Arcam’s ultimate home
cinema processor, finally rolled off the production
line, it had cost Arcam over one million dollars in

R&D, tooling, licensing fees and coffee.

This extravagance shouldn’t come as a shock

to those who know Arcam.

In the 80s, when many high-end manufacturers
were simply tweaking mass market CD players,
Arcam invested in designing and building their own
standard-setting players from the ground up. And at
the turn of the millennium when most specialist DVD
players were expensive rebuilds of mainstream
products, Arcam again designed and built its own
line of DVD players that reviewers have called "the

best players available at any price".

The AV8 and matching P7 seven-channel
power amplifier continue in that Arcam tradition.
While it cost Arcam an absolute fortune, it will
cost you far less than you might expect. For the
full story, contact us for details of your nearest

Arcam FMJ specialist.

ARCAM (M

Tel: 01223 203203 www.arcam.co.uk
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If choosing your new hi-fi or home
cinema in a civilised and relaxed
atmosphere from a well-chosen
selection of genuine performance
equipment appeals, then we are for you.

See and hear the very best with us.

nfidelity

o/ INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI

9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT| 4DA

020 8943 3530

Full custom installation of home cinema, distributed
audio/video and home automation products
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www.infidelity.co.uk
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Dali Euphonia MS4 loudspeaker

CABINET

The shape is slim and deep,
with curved sides tapering
towards a narrow rear panel.

22cm

i PORTS

Two rear-facing reflex ports
are fabricated in metal alloy.

BASS/MID DRIVERS

The 165mm main drivers have
cast frames and cones made
from a paper and wood fibre

| composite.

CABLE TERMINALS

The rear panel carries classy
bi-wire/amp WBT locking
terminal pairs.

102cm

The whole speaker is mounted
on a very substantial
polymer/granite plinth.

There are some very obvious strong
points throughout this design, but the
basic presentation and tonal balance is
definitely less warm than the norm,
imparting a rather clinical overall
character to the sound.

Part of that is, | suspect, down to the
exceptionally clean box ‘signature’.
Touching the sides of the enclosure while
playing material with a heavy bass
content reveales very little evidence of
vibration coming through the side walls,
and markedly less than that usually
found with more conventional
loudspeakers. This fact alone ensures that
this speaker has a very wide dynamic
range, and considerable clarity through
the lower registers.

At the same time, there's no avoiding

Both the top and
bottom surfaces
are slightly tilted.

the repercussions of the rather forward
balance here. This certainly gives a very
open character to voices, with only a hint
of nasality, but also tends to impart a
rather thin and undernourished character
to many musical instruments. And it's
definitely not particularly kind or
forgiving of poor recording quality or mic
technique, or of inadequate source or
amplification components.

However, provided the rest of the
system is up to the task, this squeaky-
clean forwardness does have its own
charm. And there's no denying that the
top end here is very smooth and open,
and happy to deliver oodles of fine
detail, with precise imaging and
coherent perspectives.

That said, as the days | spent listening

“The rather forward
balance gives a very
open character to

voices, but also tends
to impart a rather thin
character to many

musical instruments.

to this speaker passed, the lack of tonal
warmth continued to rankle. While it's
totally true that the MS4 steers well clear
of 'classic’ cabinet coloration effects, such
as male voice ‘chestiness’, cellos and
pianos in particular seem to lack proper
body and richness.

At the same time, put on some
heavyweight material, such as the classic
trip hop albums from Massive Attack and
Leftfield, and it's difficult to avoid the
impression that the bottom end is a little
too strong, and threatening to
overwhelm things. There's rather too
much tendency to ‘thump’, which might
initially sound quite impressive, but it
does tend to leave the bottom end
sounding a little 'detached". Although
the timing here is actually very good,
emphasising the low bass at the expense
of its higher harmonics does tend to
reduce its impact and give the impression
of slowing things down.

There's much to like about this speaker,
most obviously in its most impressive
suppression of cabinet colorations, but
also in the high-class drive unit
technology it employs. The net result
sounds very clean with an impressively
wide dynamic range and solid, deep bass,
but the tonal balance also sounds a little
cooler and thinner than the market norm,
and the lack of warmth certainly won't
suit every taste. @

@ FBI 01482 212213
www.dali.dk

ALSO CONSIDER

TANNOY DIMENSION TD10 £5,000

Good value Art Deco contender, ten-inch
dual-concentric plus super-tweeter delivers
convincingly rhythmic, highly detailed sound.

LIVING VOICE AVATAR OBX-R £4,000
External crossover adds refinement to a
dynamic design, with a relaxed balance and
an affinity for great amps.

B&W NAUTILUS 803 £3,500

Essentially neutral if a tad laid back, this
speaker has excellent dynamic range, driving
bass, no obvious boxiness and spacious stereo.

LUMLEY LAMPROS 200 £4,000

A great looking speaker with very clean and
open-sounding ribbon drivers, but low
sensitivity and some mid-bass heaviness.

»”
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Valve va va voom

Gunter Steinhart’s idiosyncratic amp gives the strengths of valves without the weaknesses

Steinhart DVP 2XR/Fidelio 102 DD stereo pre/power valve amp «cv.cv . sessener

n a world of clones and stereotypes,

it makes a refreshing change to find a

brand that dares to adopt its own
very individual and different approach to
styling. That's certainly true for this
Steinhart pre/power valve amp combo,
where chunky billets of rich red rosewood
account for around 80 per cent of the
front panels, flanking small central
sections in brushed silver. A tad quirky
for some tastes perhaps, it's slightly
reminiscent of the very classy Luxman kit
from the 1970s, and looks good amongst
the soft furnishings.

These Austrian amps made their UK
debut at the Bristol Show in February
2002, where they made very nice music
indeed, and then followed this up with
another appearance at the Heathrow
show in September. Apart from the
controls and socketry, the two units look
identical and feel incredibly solid. Even
the preamp turns the scales at a hefty
15kg, while the power amp doubles that
to a dauntingly difficult to manoeuvre
30kg. A contributing factor is that both
units are 'double skinned’, with an
internal subchassis arrangement
decoupled on rubber grommets to reduce
the susceptibility to vibration.

There may not be many switches here —
just two toggles on each unit — but they

TECHNOLOGY: VALVE OUTPUT COUPLING

The problem with valve amps is that output
valves tend to have a relatively high source
impedance, which makes it difficult to
transfer decent quantities of power into the
relatively low impedance of the
loudspeaker voice coil. Most valve amps use
output transformers to achieve a better
power match between the two, though

the occasional design (Croft for example)
uses relatively low impedance valves in
direct-coupled mode.

The Steinhart Fidelio sits roughly half-way
between those extremes. Its six Pi45c
output valves have a source impedance of
just 270 ohms (against, say, 5,000 ohms for
a KT88), so while it still uses output
transformers, these have a transfer ratio of
just 1:4, minimising factors like leakage
inductance and capacitance which are
detrimental to sound quality.
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Steinhart DVP
2XR/ Fidelio
102 DD stereo
pre/ power amp
£7,440
(£2,995+£4,445)

O A sonic and
musical treat, with
wide bandwidth and
dynamic range. Has
the strengths of
valves without their
characteristic
weaknesses.

© Power amp
chucks out a lot of
heat, switch labelling
is very irritating/
illogical, and inputs
are not remote
switchable.

® CONCLUSION
This brilliant all-
round musical
experience makes
even difficult
material enjoyable,
though it gets hot
and has irritating
control foibles.

KEY FEATURES

© Plastic remote
handset only operates
mute and volume, but
has four-device leaming
function

© Weight: preamp
15kg, power amp 30kg

© Rubber-decoupled
subchassis

© Signal path is
extensively hard-wired

© Preamp has seven
phono input pairs plus
tape and vanable
outputs

© Power output:
80W/100W
continuous/ peak

couldn't be much more confusing,
lacking either labelling or intuitiveness.
Even the labelling on the rotary input
selector didn't quite correspond with the
legends on the back panel.

On the plus side, the preamp comes
with a full-feature learning remote
handset, though the catch here is that
the preamp itself only responds to the
volume up/down and mute buttons.
Although the input switching is relay-
operated, it's not remotely accessible,

which would seem like a lost opportunity.

A key feature of both components is
that the signal path is extensively hard-
wired — 100 per cent in the power amp,
and 90 per cent in the preamp. The
latter has seven phono input pairs, plus
fixed tape and variable pre outputs, and
uses no feedback. The power amp has
just 4dB of feedback, and relatively low
impedance output valves, so the output
transformers have a primary/secondary
ratio much lower than usual at just 4:1.
Power output is quoted at 80W,/100W
continuous/peak, the amp delivering 50
per cent full rated power in pure class A.

PERFORMANCE

Hearing something that sounds good at
a show is most certainly no guarantee
that it will perform as impressively once

you get it home. All too often things just
don't meet up to expectations, but that
wasn't at all the case with this Steinhart
combo, which sounded very special right
from the off. And my respect for it
continued to grow throughout the two
weeks that it took centre stage in my
system. It's particularly good at
conveying the subtlest of nuances, such
as the texture of orchestral strings, and
brings a marvellous expressiveness to
classical singing voices.

Perhaps the best recommendation of
this amplifier's abilities is simply to state
that it defied all the usual stereotypes. It
doesn't sound 'valve-like" in the classic
sense at all. There's no evidence here of
the sort of romantic 'rose-tinted’
character often associated with valve
amplifiers — if anything the Steinhart has
more of the aggressive, or at least
assertive nature which is to be found
with many transistorised devices. The
bass end too is notably firm, agile, and
capable of plumbing the subterranean
low-end depths with the very best,
delivering wonderful richness and
scale without in any way over-egging
the pudding

Yet it also has that glorious midband
transparency, delicacy and freedom from
congestion that is a traditional valve
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Don’t be
fooled by the
retro look,
Steinhart’s
amp combo
sounds bang
up to date.

With a little
something of
the warmth of
valves and the
assertiveness
of transistors,
the Steinhart
seems to
combine the
best of both
worlds.

by p IR
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strength, and which no solid state amp
ever seems able to emulate. | normally
reach for the mute when Radio 3 gets
operatic, but found myself genuinely
enjoying Don Giovanni through an
amplifier which, in a very real sense,
somehow manages to combine the best
of both worlds.

There's ample power available here for
all normal purposes, and the Steinharts
spent most of their time driving the very
fine B&W Nautilus 800s, which are by no
means an easy load. The amp did
threaten to disgrace itself one evening
however, which | initially put down to the
temperamental nature of valve amps in
general, but the problem never
resurfaced after I'd disconnected and
reconnected everything, so | suspect a
dodgy connection elsewhere in the
system was probably to blame.

There are some down sides, of a more
practical and prosaic nature. The power
amp in particular chucks out quite a lot
of waste heat — typically 250 watts at
modest listening levels, which could be a
bit of a problem in summer perhaps, if

§iiissh i

you're not air-conditioned. | also noticed
a trace of mechanical hum, though not
enough to intrude, and then there's the
odd switching and the sheer
inconvenience of being unable to change
inputs remotely.

Those points are essentially peripheral,
however. In sound and musical terms this
amplifier is a truly wonderful experience,
that defies the market stereotyping and
cuts straight to the heart of the things
that really matter. @
= Ample Acoustics 01604 660285

ALSO CONSIDER

AUDIONET PRE G2/ AMP 1l MAX £13,800
Fine all-round powerhouse with great drive
and drama, but top end lacks some sparkle.

AUDIO RESEARCH LS25/VT100 £12,199 .
Not so much a fine valve amplifier as a fine
amplifier full stop — now in Mkll form.

MARK LEVINSON NOS380/344 £9,490
Preamp has precision and warmth plus
unusual configurability, power has authority
and transparency to spare.

NAIM NAC552/NAPS00 £22,745
Extravagantly priced and idiosyncratically
connected, but the delightfully delicate sound
is musically very informative.
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Multichannel tubes

Copland CVA306/CVAS35 multichannel pre/power amplifier - .o cennea

Can an all-analogue multichannel preamp really improve the very latest digital formats?

ven though the new high-resolution

music formats DVD-Audio and

SACD appeared nearly two years
ago it has taken until now for an
established brand to bring an analogue
multichannel preamp to the UK market.
There have been plenty of home
cinema-oriented amps and processors
with six-channel bypass but none of
these have been dedicated to getting the
most out of six uncompressed channels —
rather it is a facility among many that
they offer. Copland has not only built a
dedicated pure analogue, six-channel
preamplifier but it has used valves to
drive it. Which is pretty ironic when you
consider that it is using 1950s
technology for a 21st century format.

There are some pretty good reasons for

using a purely analogue preamp with
SACD and DVD-A. Primarily the presence
of digital processing in an amplifier
always seems to have a negative effect
on analogue signals that have to pass
through it. we've tried a variety of highly
regarded processor/preamps and while
some of them sound damn good, few
compete with pure analogue stereo
alternatives at a far lower price. There are
a variety of likely reasons for this.
Highest on the list comes the high-
frequency (RF) noise created by DSP

ANALOGUE HOME CINEMA

In many ways the analogue approach is just
as relevant for combined music and movie
purposes as it is for the dedicated music
lover. All good DVD players feature onboard
processing and six-channel socketry. So
there’s no fundamental need for outboard
processing unless you want the latest 7.1
channel or THX processors.

One of the reasons for the demise of the
low-cost outboard DAC was that the digital
link introduced almost as many problems as
the DAC solved. It doesn't take a lot of
imagination to wonder if the same RCA
phono terminated digital connection
between DVD players and
processors/ receivers might have the same
shortcomings. The superb results with
movie soundtracks through the Copland
would suggest that analogue
preamplification can be a more economical
route to high quality results for both camps.
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Copland

CVA306/
CVA535
multichannel
pre/ power
amplifier
£3,748
(£1,499+£2,249)

O Transparency,
dynamics and imaging
that processor-based
designs can only
dream about. Excellent
build quality.

© Remote control of
individual channels
would be nice.

@®© CONCLUSION
Arguably transforms
multichannel audio
from a novelty toa
genuine advance for
the state of the high
fidelity art. Combining
tube delicacy with
transistorgruntina
highly transparent
fashion at a very fair
price.

KEY FEATURES
CVA306
© Remote control

© Five line inputs,
single tape out

© Stereooutput

© Six-channel in and
outputs with variable
level controls

© Two 12volt triggers
CVA535

© Five separate
amplification modules
producing 125watts
per channel

© Single-ended inputs
© Balanced inputs

© 12volt trigger
receiver

L FRONT

which analogue preamps don't have to
deal with. Another factor is costing -
every processing technology that an AV
component utilises for fear of being
behind the times has to be licensed from
its creators, be they Dolby, DTS or THX.
And then there’s the video switching -
another source of noise and cost. The list
goes on and it's amazing that processors
sound musical at all when you consider
the problems their designers face.

The Copland CVA306 keeps things very
straightforward, so much so that the
manual is about the same as you get for
a stereo preamp. There are no
suggestions about set-up and all but the
six-channel in and outputs on the rear
will be familiar to anyone that's gazed at
the back of their stereo. The multiple
level adjusters on the front cannot
unfortunately be adjusted with the
remote but it's not the sort of thing
you're likely to want to change very often
- in fact if you have a DVD-A player
you're not likely to touch them at all.
DVD players tend to have reasonable
speaker set-up facilities with which you
can set channel levels and even basic
bass management. Dedicated SACD

- Dl D

O VALVE AMPLIFIER CVA

OO

cENT A EHONT

EDO it d DO

NNEL POWER AMPLIFIER GVA 630

players tend to be less flexible and this is
where the CVA-306's little knobs will
come in handy.

The CVA535 s a five-channel transistor
power amp in the brute style (ie it
weighs 30kg) that is rated at 125 watts
per channel and based on independent
power modules. Each has its own
regulated power supply so that current
drawn on one channel does not impinge
on the power available to the others.
Both single-ended phono and balanced
XLR connections can be made.

PERFORMANCE

We kicked off using the CVA306 as a
preamp in a stereo system, a situation it
seemed very comfortable with. It has an
organic, earthy sound with good
dynamics and a highly convincing
musical perspective. This manifests itself
in the degree of authenticity with which
instruments and voices are reproduced,
each rendered with its acoustic
environment or treatment in full effect
and its tonal colouring strong and clear.
It's perhaps a shade mannered when
compared with transistor alternatives but
the extra life and presence is a worthy
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“The Copland
pairing brings
multichannel
reproduction in
line with the
transparency
expected

of serious
stereo kit.”




We believe that watching and listening to your home
system should be as much fun as a visit to your local
cinema (if not more!). That's why we are experts in the
design and installation of such systems, from the basic
surround amplifier to the most advanced motorised
projectors, plasmas and screens. If you want your system
integrated beautifully into your home we have a
dedicated team who do this to the highest standards.

® 57 YEARS JOINT EXPERIENCE

® 3 YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI
SEPARATES

e FULL DEMONSTRATION
FACILITIES

o PRICE PROMISE

o 10 DAY EXCHANGES

® 30 DAY NO COST PENALTY
UPGRADES

® PART EXCHANGES

@ INTEREST FREE OPTION ON
SALES OVER £250*

e HOME LOANS AND HOME
DEMONSTRATIONS

® EVENING DEMONSTRATIONS
BY APPOINTMENT

*Subject to status. Written details on request

PRICE PROMISE

v’ WE KNOW YOU WON'T
FIND BETTER SERVICE.

v’ WE KNOW YOU WON'T
FIND BETTER SOUND.

v BUT IF YOU FIND A BETTER
DEAL FROM ANOTHER
AUTHORISED SHOP, LET US
KNOW AND AS LONG AS
WE CAN VERIFY IT WE'LL

BE HAPPY TO MATCH IT.

rmation please

For your FREE copy of
MUSIC AT HOME,

The Ultimate Guide 2002
FREEPHONE

0500 101501

(quote ref HEO2C)

or vist our web site at
www.music-at-home.co.uk

2 Feathers Lane basingstoke@audio-t.co.uk

BRENTWOOD 01277 264730
30 Crown Street brentwood@audio-t.co.uk

BRIGHTON 01273 609431
69 London Road brighton@audio-t.co.uk

BRISTOL0117 926 4975
65 Park Street bristol@audio-excellence.co.uk

CAMBERLEY 01276 685597
173-175 London Road

camberley@audio-t.co.uk

CARDIFF 029 2022 8565
134-136 Crwys Road
cardiff@audio-excellence.co.uk
CHELTENHAM 01242 583960
38 Winchcombe Street
cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk
CHESTER 01244 345576
88/90 Boughton

chester@audio-excellence.co.uk

EASTBOURNE 01323 731336

4 Albert Parade, Green Street
eastbourne@audio-t.co.uk

ENFIELD 020 8367 3132

159a Chase Side enfield@audio-t.co.uk

EPSOM 01372 748888
15 Upper High Street epsom@audio-t.co.uk

EXETER 01392 491194

156 Sidwell Street
exeter@audio-excellence.co.uk

GLOUCESTER 01452 300046

58 Bristol Road
gloucester@audio-excellence.co.uk

HIGH WYCOMBE 01494 558585

30-32 Castle Street wycombe@audio-t.co.uk

LONDON: WEST HAMPSTEAD

020 7794 7848, 190 West End Lane
hampstead@audio-t.co.uk

OXFORD 01865 765961

19 Old High Street

Headington oxford@audio-t.co.uk

PORTSMOUTH 023 9266 3604

29 London Road, North End
portsmouth@audio-t.co.uk

READING 0118 958 5463

4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall
reading@audio-t.co.uk

SOUTHAMPTON 023 8025 2827
10-12 Hursley Road, Chandlers Ford
southampton@audio-t.co.uk

SWANSEA 01792 474608

9 High Street swansea@audio-excellence.co.uk

SWINDON 01793 538222

60 Fleet Street swindon@audio-t.co.uk
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 525666
6 High Street tunbridge@audio-t.co.uk

WORCESTER 01905 619059

Independence House, The Trinity
worcester@audio-excellence.co.uk

All shops are closed on Mondays

Home Cinema
products we
sell include:

ACOUSTIC
ENERGY

ARCAM
AUDIONET
B&W

BOSTON
ACOUSTICS

BRYSTON
CELESTION

CHORD
ELECTRONICS

CLASSE
CRESTRON
CYRUS
DENON
DYNAUDIO
ELAC
JAMO

KEF
LEXICON
LINN

LIVING
CONTROL

LOEWE
MARANTZ
MERIDIAN

MILLER &
KREISELL

MISSION

M)
ACQUSTICS
NAD

NAIM
ONKYO
PANASONIC
PARASOUND
PIONEER

PLASMA
SCREENS

PRIMARE
PROJECTORS
PURE DIGITAL
REL

ROTEL
RUARK
RUNCO
SELECO

SiM 2

SONY

TAG
McLAREN
AUDIO

TANNOY
TEAC

WILSON
BENESCH

YAMAHA

Not all
products are
stocked at all
stores. Please
check before
travelling.

@beara



Copland CVA306/CVAS35 multichannel pre/power amplifier

POWER SUPPLY 1

Power supply
capacitors.

Six separate
channel amplifiers,
each with its own
vacuum tube and
regulation.

VOLUME s

Volume
potentiometer.

LA

T

e v MAINS TRANSFORMERS

POWER MODULES

Five separate power

modules, one for
each channel.

Ly
1SR
% 4T 4 A i —

Twin toroidal mains
transformers in the
power amp, a single
one in the preamp.

LT 0k
! * i ..
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exchange. Low-level detail is also well
served with several discs revealing
nuances hitherto unheard.

It is clearly a good preamp in a
conventional set-up but switching to the
Copland pairing from a conventional AV
amp revealed its startling transformative
powers. Here it was nothing short of
extraordinary, capable, indeed, of turning
the most cynical of stereo-loving hacks
into a multichannel champion. The
Riding With The King DVD-A suddenly
woke up and started sounding like music,
the atmosphere of the recording and the
tone of Enc Clapton and BB King's
guitars gaining a previously unimagined
energy and realism.

Transparency is the Copland pairing's
key asset in the multichannel scene -
none of the six-channel bypassable amps
I've used have come close to the resolve
on offer with these relatively affordable
Coplands. Its musical accomplishment is
enough to make discs that had originally
sounded boring become highly
entertaining and engaging.

One early DVD-A classic is Joni
Mitchell's Both Sides Now, a disc that

can sound excellent given the right
conditions but rarely does because of
system limitations. With the Danish
pairing the space and character fully
reflected the large scale orchestral
recording effortlessly, with Joni's smoky
voice standing clear and true above the
occasionally syrupy strings.

Even King Crimson's Deja Viroom
DVD-V, which fortunately has a DTS
track, sounds more powerful and
engaging than it does through outboard
processors (some form of processing
being a necessity with the disc). The
tension and grunt is there in full effect
making the hi-fi nut in me cry out for an
uncompressed version though the
music lover in me had to admit that
the fun factor would not necessarily
increase as a result.

SACD is likewise extremely well served.
Here the individual channel pots come
into play big time - level settings on
dedicated SA players are crude to say the
least and having this extra degree of
control is a boon. | guess a perfectionist
would need to place the speakers
equidistant from the listening position

“The Copland’s
extraordinary
transformative
powers are capable
of turning even the
most cynical
stereo-loving hack
into a multichannel
champion.”

because there is no delay facility, but
practicality nearly always discourages this
and the results are so stunning that
you're unlikely to feel that you're missing
anything anyway.

The degree to which the speakers
disappear with good SACD recordings,
such as Exceptional Masterpieces (Bona
Nova), is quite remarkable. The music is
in the room but not apparently
emanating from the various wooden
boxes around you. It's almost like a
rebirth of the ‘source is king’ ethic that
launched a thousand LP12 turntables.
With an amp that offers this degree of
transparency the absolute quality of the
speakers is significantly less of a
restriction than you might expect. This
effect was apparent with a variety of
discs including the excellent Omnibus
Wind Ensemble Plays The
Music Of Frank Zappa and that justly
acknowledged reference for the
medium, Sacred Feast by the Guadeamus
choral ensemble.

The Copland pairing brings
multichannel reproduction in line with
the transparency expected of serious
stereo kit, something that has not been
achieved by many and not to our
knowledge at this price. @

@ Absolute Sounds 0208 971 3909
www.copland.dk

ALSO CONSIDER

MCCORMACK MAP-1 £2,500

The only other multichannel analogue preamp
distributed in the UK accepts two six-channel
inputs and offers ambience enhancement for
stereo signals.

EMM LABS SWITCHMAN-2 $3,200 (£2,045)
The unit that Sony US uses to demonstrate the
qualities of SACD accepts four six-channel
inputs via balanced or single-ended
connections. Wired remote.

ORPHEUS LABS MODEL TWO

$6,720 (£4,300)

Highly flexible stereo or multichannel preamp
capable of accepting two six-channel inputs,
pro-style TU case and menu-style operating

system. Both balanced and SE socketry.
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CED LOUDSPEAKER I 11 S CLASS

Heavily braced, curved cabinets

with a choice of real wood veneers
offer class-leading build quality. A new
extended response, alloy housed and decoupled
tweeter ensures class-leading technology. Large spikes,
shielded terminals and high quality internal wiring
confirm the attention to detail in execution... but its the
improvements in sound quality and control that nothing
can prepare you for. The next generation is here.

All models are available in Winter Maple, Rosewood and Black Ash veneers.
All floorstanding models are supplied complete with plinth and spikes.
Prices start from just £250. ‘/r//la;f.eé/c{/e

For more information, please visit our website at www.wharfedale.co.uk
Wharfedale International Ltd, IAG House, Sovereign Court, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, PE29 6XU, Tel: 0845 458 0011 Fax: 01480 431767
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HI-FI REVISITED

LECSON QQUATTRA INTEGRATED STEREO AMPLIFIER

Occasionally new products burst on an unsuspecting

world, introducing new ideas and thinking. Some

strike a chord and take on a momentum all their

own. Others are blind alleys, which may attract some
interest at first, but which ultimately fall by the wayside.

Take the Lecson Quattra. It started life as the Incatec Quattro
which was designed by Colin Wonfor, one-time designer of the
dramatic sounding Claymore MOSFET amp. Incatec folded in
1989, following which Colin was employed by John Ogden and
Russell Kauffman of distribution company Studio Power. The
amp's design was the brainchild of Colin and Russell. In 1990
Studio Power too ceased trading and Advanced Assembly
Services took up the baton, with Russell selling and marketing,
and Paul Bulling taking on responsibility for manufacturing the
amplifier which for legal reasons became the Lecson Quattra.

The amplifier looked conventional enough. A low, slimline
design, there was little at first sight to distinguish it from a
dozen or more integrated amplifiers that have appeared and just
as quickly disappeared over the years. Look around the back
though and you'll see immediately that it doesn't play by the
usual rules. The clue is the unusual matrix of loudspeaker
terminals, grouped into two banks of four, with one group
labelled treble, the other bass.

POWER OF FOUR
In case you haven't worked it out, the Quattra was unique
because it was equipped with four internal power amplifier
sections. The four power amps were bipolar, two driven
conventionally from the output of the preamp, the second pair
taking a feed from the feedback loop prior to the output stage.
Running the second pair of amps indirectly in this way
introduced an asymmetry which could be described as a slight
cheat, but the damage was probably small, and minimised by
allocating the cleaner direct feed to the tweeters.

So what's it all about? Simply, each drive unit in a bi-ampable

two-way system can be driven by its own dedicated power
amplifier. Better damping and improved sound quality are the
benefits. The tradeoff is less power, but in the context of average
sized living rooms and moderately sensitive loudspeakers, this is
probably not a decisive issue. Each power amp module is rated
at 19 watts, but by reorganising the speaker connections — no
switching or other configuration is required — the power amps
can be bridged, which increases power output to 50 watts per
channel. It is a fact that 19 watts is enough to drive many
typical speakers to useful levels. Bridging the output provides a
degree of extra headroom, but not as much as you might think.
And sound quality is clearly worse in bridge mode, which was
only included as a sop for those foolish enough to choose
amplifiers by the numbers. Certainly the extra power is not
enough to overturn the gains from operating in bi-amp mode.

BI-AMP LEGACY

The Quattro/Quattra enjoyed considerable success, particularly
in the Far East and much of Europe. But in its home market it
was less successful, and production finally ceased around 1993.
Perhaps it's not surprising that the Quattro/Quattra fell between
the cracks of high fidelity history. It's not a powerful amp, and
even in its heyday 19 watts per channel wasn't much to shout
about when most of the competition delivered 30-50 watts.

In the end though Lecson had the last laugh, even if it wasn't
ultimately the one to profit from the enterprise. The idea of
bi-amplification was a slow burner, but has now become
standard practice at the high end. Mainstream producers like
Arcam and Primare are also producing outboard power amps to
match some of their integrated models for precisely this reason,
and there are now even integrated home cinema amplifiers that
provide the option of driving the main speakers this way.
Perhaps the Quattra was not a definitive influence on what was
to come, but without question it was ahead of its time. @
Alvin Gold
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A3.2 SeRiEs [ INTEGRATED AMP, PREAMP, POWER AMP, TUNER, CD pLAYER AND DAC.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

600000

6annon

A3.2 SERIEs.
MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM FRONT PANEL.

M PLATED FITTINGS. REMOTE CONTROLLED. PHONO STAGE.
POWERFUL, ROBUST, BUILT.

PLaTiNU

FoRr DETAILS OF vouR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 020 8900 2866. www.musical~fidelity.co.uk



CLASSIC ALBUMS

MUSO

MILES DAVIS
KIND OF BLUE

When Miles Davis assembled a band for the
sessions that would become Kind Of Blue, he was
already well on his way to becoming a jazz legend.
After an apprenticeship served with bop icons
Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie, he had made his name with a
whole new brand of accessible bebop-inspired music, catalogued
on his Birth Of The Cool album. He'd also embarked on several
big band experiments with arranger Gil Evans which were
breaking down the barriers of what could be described as 'jazz.

Now he was ready to change music again. He did it by going
back to basics, with a small band, but also by incorporating
composer George Russell's theories on modal jazz — music based
around particular scales (modes) rather than chord progressions
or song structures. With a stripped back harmonic structure, he
hoped to coerce his musicians into concentrating on melody,
mood and tone, without the crutch of playing standard changes.

It seems strange that the single most famous album in jazz,
which more than any other typifies the wee hours mood of the
jazz nightfly, was actually recorded in a couple of afternoons in
March and April, 1959, the majority of it conceived just a few
hours before the first session. None of the musicians had heard
the themes before, and Miles only sketched them out shortly
beforehand. He was after total improvisation, with a minimum
amount of contrivance or pre-planning.

Though this approach offered the musicians almost
unprecedented space to experiment, the music is of course,
never completely free — it offers freedom, but always in context.
As pianist Bill Evans states in his original Zen-inspired sleeve
notes: “As the painter needs his framework of parchment, the
improvising musical group needs its framework in time". And
that's exactly what these sparse outlines provided for some of
the most gifted musicians of their day, including tenor giant
John Coltrane, bluesy alto Cannonball Adderley and quietly
impressionistic pianist Bill Evans, all inspired by and in tumn
inspiring Miles's haunted, often muted trumpet.

In each case, the musicians had a couple of run-throughs of each

“The original three-track analogue
tapes revealed that some tracks had
been recorded on a tape machine
which was running slightly slow.”

tune before playing it with the tape running. With all but one, the
first complete take was the one that made it onto the album.

For many years, the original Columbia 'six-eye’ pressing was the
one to own, subsequent reissues being of inferior quality. Early CD
transfers in the eighties were also regarded as poor cousins to the
original vinyl, and there were suspicions that they were reproduced
from a back-up LP rather than the original master tapes.
Remastering in the late eighties made an attempt to improve the
sound, but suffered from an intrusive noise reduction technique.

The album finally got a worthy re-release for Columbia's CD
'Mastersound' edition in 1995. The original three-track analogue
tapes were digitally remastered using Sony's SBM (super bit
mapping) encoding technology, revealing in the process that the
three tracks from the first session had been recorded on a slow-
running tape machine. As a result, the tracks played back
slightly fast and sounded ‘sharp’ — at a slightly higher pitch than
they had been played in. At least one frustration of trying to
play along with Kind Of Blue had been resolved. Just two years
later, Columbia reissued the album again with the only complete
alternative take from the sessions (the first run of Flamenco
Sketches), and finally, an SACD version crept out in February this
year — perhaps the ultimate digital version of this seminal set.

Over four decades Kind Of Blue has become the best-selling
jazz album ever. It has managed this feat by appealing to the
casual listener, the jazz buff and admiring musicians in equal
measure. With a combination of planning and inspiration, Miles
and his band created an album with almost unlimited layers of
experience — no matter how many times you play it, you'll never
reach the bottom of this treasure chest of musical riches. @
Dave Oliver
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There is a difference in sound quality when placing equipment on a specialist
stand. Just one reason why many choose Alphason Designs for support
furniture for all home entertainment equipment, including Micro, Mini,
Separates, TV, AV equipment & Plasma Screens.

Alphason Designs Limited, Alphason House, Bolton Road, Atherton, Greater
Manchester, M46 9AW. UK. Tel: +44 (0) 1942 885600 Fax: +44 (0) 1942 876955
Email: sales@alphasondesigns.com




DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

DIGITALIA

DIRECT

DIGITAL TRANSFER

Direct digital transfer of audio data from one unit
to another, typically from disc player to processor,
has many benefits. The DAC and ADC stages
required by analogue interfaces are avoided as are
the legions of analogue interconnects hanging between different
boxes. Frankly, a direct digital link is both cheaper to implement
and, from the purist's perspective, less invasive. And yet even the
most advanced of today's AV systems still require analogue links
between the multichannel output of DVD-A or SACD players as
well as a parallel digital conduit for Dolby and DTS bitstreams.

This ridiculous state of affairs boils down to one issue — copy
protection. Once some bright spark introduces an insecure digital
output format on a DVD-Audio player, then the prospect of
another bright spark ripping off this data becomes, as they say, a
clear and present danger. Content providers won't stand for it.

Meridian was the first to tackle this issue with its proprietary
MHR or Meridian High Resolution interface. This is essentially
three S/PDIF links, each capable of transmitting two channels of
24-bit data sampled at 96kHz. With Meridian's own encryption,
this permits six decoded DVD-A channels to be transmitted in
the digital domain. However, because the transmission band-
width is limited, 24-bit/192kHz data must be downsampled to
24-bit/96kHz, regardless of the number of channels.

Denon came next with its proprietary serial link, a balanced
low-voltage connection with good immunity from interference
and a transfer rate over 1.2Gbps. However, up until very recently,
this link was only authorised for the transmission of non-copy
protected DVD-A data. In practice, this meant a handful of
demonstration discs. But with the approval of the 4C licensing
group (known anomalously as the 4C Entity and including the
likes of IBM, Intel, Panasonic and Toshiba), Denon's serial link is
now validated for the secure transmission of CPPM (Content
Protection for Pre-recorded Media) encrypted DVD-A software.

Denon plans to enable the link, by way of upgrade, to current
owners of the DVD-A1 player and AVC-A1SR amplifier. This will
facilitate the direct streaming of LPCM CD and DVD-A data up

to 24-bit/192kHz, in addition to compressed Dolby and DTS
bitstreams, to the processor within the AVC-A1SR. By taking
advantage of the substantially enhanced processing power and
configuration options available to the AVC-A1SR, this simple
‘upgrade’ should result in a wholesale improvement in
multichannel audio quality. However, until Denon embraces
SACD, its hardware will not be offering a fully inclusive solution.
The only company able to make that claim is Pioneer. It
received its 4C licence just before Denon and in enough time for
its DV-757Ai universal player (p58) and VSA-AX10i amp (HFC
229) to include fully enabled IEEE1394 interfaces. Known by
Sony's trademarked ‘i-Link’, this bi-directional interface supports
transmission rates up to 400Mbps - less than Denon's serial link
but sufficient to carry uncompressed 2x192kHz and 6x96kHz
DVD-A. Dual connectors on both player and amp permit an
entire system to be 'daisy-chained’ through a single i-Link.
Having plumped for IEEE1394, Pioneer has since developed
(with Texas Instruments) its own LS (Large Scale Integrated
circuit) that uses the A&M (Audio and Music Data transmission)
standard to securely transfer PCM data, compressed Dolby
Digital and DTS bitstreams in addition to ‘one-bit’ audio.
Ostensibly, this means SACD. This so-called Mercury chip also
includes networking functions, bringing a new level of
communication between receivers and hosts on the i-Link bus.
But why stop at 400Mbps? Next year, we can expect i-Link to
be either joined or replaced wholesale by the HDMI (High
Definition Multimedia Interface). HDMI's huge 5Gbps data rate
makes digital video streaming and eight channels of audio (up
to 24-bit/192kHz) a practical proposition. When the standard is
fully ratified, HDMI should encompass the DVI (Digital Video
Interface) standard with HDCP encryption and the EIA/CEA-
861 standard for adapting DVI to DTV formats. HD-STB's (High
Definition Set-Top Box) and DVD-A players will share a common
interface while video will remain in digital form until it hits the
screen. Fully networked AV is on the way.. @
Paul Miller
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Pre-owned hi-fi

Reader Classified

Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's premiere free
service for second hand hi-fi. This page is a must-read if you're

thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something
it's definitely the place to be. It's FREE to place an advertisement —

simply submit your ad of up to twenty words, remembering to

include your name, phone number AND home town. If you can,

please help us by emailing ads to: dan.george@futurenet.co.uk.
Alternatively, mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker
Street, London, W1U 6FP. Please note that this service is only open

to private advertisers.

ROTHWELL INDUS
passive preamp. 7 inputs,
2 outputs. Record a
source, play other. Boxed
instructions. £350. Creek
P42 power amp boxed.
£150. MJ Rodway 01202
481386 (Dorset).

ROTEL CD PLAYER RCD
991 audiophile edition,
excellent sounding player
in mint condition, boxed,
remote, manual, cost
(£825) £550. Anthony
Stead 01708 471099/
07939 512098 (Essex).
KIMBER XL speaker cable
8ft £490, Kimber select
1010 interconnect £180,
Kimber Orchid balanced interconnect
£160, torlyte base unit 3 £300,
Kimber 8TC mains lead £85.01772
314151/07751 475062 (Lancs)
CD'S AND VINYL for sale.
Americana/alt.country/power pop
etc. Call for list. Alan 01379 687648
(Norfolk)

DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 2.8
floorstanding loudspeakers. Gorgeous
rosewood finish, captivating sound,
mint condition, boxed originally
(£3,200). Roger 01256 355808
(Hampshire).

CYRUS 11l amp plus Chord solid gold
leads £200; Mission 752
floorstanding speakers (black) with
QED Qudos cables £200. 07810
374202 or e-mail
andrew.trist@njw.co.uk (Kent).

VAN DEN HUL CS 122 hybrid
speaker cable 2 X 8 metres £80 ono.
Call Mike 01904 708117 (York).

QED QUDOS speaker cable, 34
metres, in four almost equal lengths.
Used once only £30 ono. Mike 01904
708117 (York)

PMC FB1 £750

PMC FB1 Speakers
(£1,410) £750 Musical
Fidelity A.3.2 upsampling
player (£1,000) £600. Aura
PA200 power amp x2 250
watts Mono (£1,000) £250
each. All mint, boxed, 2
months old. 01904
708382 (York).
MUSICAL FIDELITY
XA200R, 5 months old.
Excellent condition, boxed
as new with instructions,
still under warranty £499.
07866 561557
(Lancashire).

NAD SILVERLINE CD
player and amp. Jamo
concert 8 speakers +
stands. Russ Andrews 4TC speaker
cable Silverstreak XLR interconnect
and more. £3,000 ono. 07929
343714 (Gwent).

MICROMEGA SOLO CD player top
loader £475 ono, Yamaha DSP-E580
processor mint boxed £120 ono. 0121
707 7316 (Birmingham).

RECORDS AND CDS for sale, all
genres and collectables. Terry 020
8466 9736 (Kent).

AUDIOQUEST ruby/turquoise
interconnects, monster gold banana
phono plugs. Gold spade connectors,
banana plugs, £120 sell separately.
01229 580862 (Cumbria)

LEAK SANDWICH speakers, good
condition, offers. 01303 256545
(Kent).

TECHNICS SL10 LP-sized linear
tracking automatic record deck mc.
Cartridge, instructions. £450. MJ
Rodway 01202 481386 (Dorset)
MARANTZ CD63 MKII Kl Signature
and PM66SE Kl Sig amp both boxed,
as new including interconnects and a

pair of Nordost speaker cables £400

ono. 01252 310025 (Surrey).

LEAK TROUGHLINE 3 stereo valve
tuner, excellent condition, £100.
Luxman CO2 M02 pre/power £600.
01708 457691 (Essex).

AIWA AAB700 amplifier £150. Aiwa
AD6900 cassette deck £170.
Armstrong 524 tuner £20. No offers.
0208281 0029 (Essex).

LAVARDIN IT amp (£3,200) £1,950
Quad ESL 61 and De Luxe stands, late
model £1,250. Both items mint and
boxed. 020 8527 5882 (Essex)
PRO-AC RESPONSE CC1 centre
speaker in mahagony veneer, brand
new £450 for details. Andy 01484
563833 (Hull).

ARCAM ALPHA 9 amp £200, Alpha
8 SE CD £250, Alpha 8 tuner £100.
All three for £560 (pristine). 07779
905072 (London)

JMLAB ELECTRA 905s, quality
standmount speakers, very good
condition, boxed. Stands and cables
available. Offers, Mark 07768
278332 (N.Yorks)
AUDIOSYNTHESIS SILVERBLUE
SQ interconnects 2x 0.5 metres £75
each, 1x 0.75 metres £90, WBT
phonos. Terry 020 8482 0363
(Middx).

ROKSAN CASPIAN MKII CD £550,
caspian power amp x2 £350 or £650

QUADRAPHONIC hi-fi equipment.
Only Sansui, JVC or Sony. Also
quadraphonic records, 8 tracks,
tapes. 020 8281 0029 (Essex).

the pair. Rotel Michi preamp (RHA10)
with remote £500. JVC three-head
cassette deck TO V662 £100. 07815
861746 or 020 8404 7610 (Surrey).
YAMAHA DSP-E800 DD/ DTS
processor. Current model. Award-
winning. Nine months old. Mint.
Boxed. £350 new. Accept £210 ono.
07733 126265 or
patmarcus@hotmail.com
(Birmingham).

CYRUS 2 & PSX. Last edition. Recent
Cyrus service and gold upgrade. VGC.
Wonderful sound. £600 new. Accept
£300 ono. 077331 26265 or
patmarcus@hotmail.com
(Birmingham).

MERIDIAN 603 preamp with
moving coil board and DAC. Recently
factory overhauled. £350. 01908
222094 evenings (Milton Keynes).
SONUS FABER Electa Amator ||
speakers, stand mount design,
Atacama Stands, solid walnut, perfect
condition, £1650. Call 07789
742402 or email david_painter12
@hotmail.com (Essex).

BUYING TIPS

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet

than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if some-

thing does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a

dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fit-

ness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps

should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could

be trouble — have a proper dem, and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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Custom Sight & Sound

Consultations
Demonstrations
Installations

RED ROSE 'SPIRIT' PLAYBACK SYSTEM

Agencies Include

Aragon

ATC

Audio Analogue
Audioprism
Crestron

Future Glass

Gryphon

HNE

Isotek
THE SPIRIT PLAYBACK SYSTEM Linn Home Theatre
Already receiving huge critical acclaim, Spirit is, without doubt, the most musically
satisfying playback system at at an affordable price. Lutron

Conceived by Mark Levinson, Red Rose's new system brings a real taste of high end

. o .. Red Rose Music
performance to more music lovers than ever before. Despite it's modest cost, Spirit

offers a superb entrance into the world of true high end music reproduction.

Revox
THE BABY REFERENCE PLAYBACK SYSTEM Runco
Similar in size and form to Spirit, the latest Series 2 version of this famous system
uses the latest technology and premium quality parts and construction to deliver an Sony SACD
altogether more sophisticated system.
Greater dynamic range and higher resolution contribute to a much higher level of Triangle
musical performance such that Baby Reference is one of the finest compact systems Wadia

available at any price.

Prices; Spirit Playback System £1999.00
Baby Reference 2 Playback System, from £4999.00




HI-FICHOICE

BUYER'S BIBLE

very best high performance hi:
AV gear you can buy. Here you'll find al
our favourite current products listed
under easy to use categories, togethe|
with useful information on w
look for and how to get the most.
your components.

Reviews you can trust

Our test results are the most

business. We employ the most | ,
reviewers and use the most thorough
techniques to ensure our ratings are th
ones you can trust. All the equipment we
rate most highly is contained within these
pages, from CD and vinyl to the latest ‘
multichannel disc players. Whether hi-fi
stereo or high performance surround and
vision, these components will take you a
step closer to reality.

How to use this guide

The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best
way to make a shortlist of components for
your system. Pick the ones that best suit
your taste and budget, then use our Dealer
Classified section to find specialist outlets

where you can audition these components 126 DEALER GUIDE : ;
with your favourite discs. 132 DEALER DIRECTORY
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CD PLAYERS

Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence of

new formats and the

resurgence of an old one
(vinyl), CD is still the king of
formats if you require breadth of
choice. And despite the fact that
other sources will play CDs, if you
want to hear your discs at their
best there's little substitute for a
dedicated CD player.

It's also the most enduring
format on the market. Despite
high-resolution contenders like
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing
has been able to undermine this
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a
stream of 1s and Os off a disc
that spins at a constantly
changing speed (to counteract
the increasing length of ‘groove’).
This bitstream is then digitally
filtered before undergoing
digital-to-analogue conversion in
the DAC (D-to-A convertor).
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

HA

\SUPER AUDIO CD,

SUPER AUDIO CD

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format
introduced by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD
in the form of considerably greater bandwidth and improved

dynamic range. It also has the potential for uncompressed

sixchannel surround, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD
discs are usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you
won't be able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel
capability without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also
play DVD and even DVD-Audio - these are listed in our DVD section.

again before being amplified and
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the
disc and converting the data are
sometimes split between a CD
transport and separate DAC in
so-called two-box players. A
popular approach with very
high-end kit, this separates the
electronically noisy elements from
the sensitive analogue stages,
but can introduce timing errors
known as jitter, therefore one-box
players usually offer best results
where budget is a consideration.

0&A

WHAT'S ADAC?

A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a
fundamental part of any CD player and converts
the digits read from the disc into an analogue
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which
creates radio frequency ‘noise’. Separating the
DAC means the conversion can be done with less
interference.

CAN | USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?

Yes, if it has a digital output — and most do.
DO | NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?

No. All analogue cables are suitable for connecting
a CD player to an amp. Digital specific cables with
750hms impedance are useful when connecting
the player to a digital recorder or DAC.

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling
frequency by a whole number, usually between
four and 32, but sometimes higher, and is
designed let the DAC to work in a more linear
fashion. Upsampling is where the data stream is
stretched out by interpolation and is typically
used to refer to large changes in sampling rate
such as from 44.1kHz to 192kHz.

CAN | PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids,
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.

CAN | PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can
play CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

NAD C451i £330

Dynamic, tonally varied and confident sound combines with class-leading detail

Marantz CD6000 Kl Signature £500

An affordable high-end machine, this very impressive player has it all: brawn, finesse

resolution. Excellent value and highly entertaining. and class. Not to mention the full range of features.
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nur favourite [™] GROUP TEST BEST BUY [7] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [E€] EDITOR'S CHOICE E=I NEW GEAR REVIEW

CD PLAYERS

2 = _ 8 B E |

8 3|3 2 z 22|

g8lglgla 2 3 &8 2
Audio only CD and SACD players 3 g g § g 8 g & g
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS E 3 § E g gl E g %
UP 10 £1,000
[ Arcam CD92 900 High-resolution player needs a touch of spit and polish to be completely convincing e o 212
(| Cambridgé Audio D500 200 Clean and highly articulate player wears well in.extended use e e 202
[[]  Cambridge Audio D500 SE = 200 kA really lively sounding player with good detail but just a hint of dryness 2 @& 217
] | Cyrus CD7 800 ' New Cyrus player has strong all-round attributes to match its ‘good looks L 212
[]  Exposure 2010 600 ' Undistinguished in the final analysis, but the 2010 nevertheless is a return to form for this famous marque e 6 6 @ 231
7] Linn Genki 995  Explicit, rather bright-sounding player with strong multiroom appeal ' | i ® | 212
[[]  Marantz CD6000 OSE LE 300  Detailed, well rounded, at home in any musical context — a real bargain | e @ | e e | 217
[F]  Marantz CD6000 Kl Sig 500 | Impressive mid-market player is an unusually accomplished all-rounder, and is also well built e & & @ 231
] Marantz CD-17 MKIl 800 ' Sophisticated player with a short but attractive feature set, and a new-found bounce in its step ® @ @ ' 206
[C]  NAD C 541i 330  High-octane player has the occasional rough edge, but is rerharkable value for money L ] 231
[F]  NAD Silverline S500 1,000 It sounds as good as it looks, which is notably refined and easy on the ear ® ®| 195
[F]  Rotel RCD-02 375 | Against some strong competition in the same price area, the new Rotel generally holds up well |e ® 231
[CJ  Rotel RCD-1070 495 ' Technically sound and well equipped, if a little lacking in excitement or involvement e 226
[C]  Rotel RCD-991 825  Strong midrange player with switchable dither levels to provide some system tweaking ability ] 212
[ sony DVP-NS905V 400 | DVD-Video and SACD is a distinctly superior package, with above average performance. LR BiK B B ' 234
[7]  Talk Electronics Thunder 3 1,000  Clean, fast and the availability of a complete upgrade path makes this a good long-term proposition 195
[F]  Arcam FMJ CD23T 1,200 | Refined FMJ series player now boasts CD-RW and CD Text compatibility 2 e © 226
Audionet ART V2 2,300 Built to last forever, this CD has a dark natural sound with excellent bass and would be cheap at twice the price! ® @ 231
[F]  Creek CD53 1,199  Fine, assured and well-built player — balanced outputs too ® | ® e 226
[F]  CyrusCD7Q 1,150  This refined and expressive addition to the top of the Cyrus range builds on the qualities of the lesser models ® 226
[7]  Marantz CD17 MKII KI Sig 1,200 Fabulously built player adds musical integrity to an already impressive basic model (the CD17 Mk Il) L 226
Mark Levinson No390S 6,495 Superbly built and comprehensively equipped with genuinely high-resolution sound @
Meridian 507 1,195 Much of the refinement and subtlety of the brand’s costlier equipment at an ‘entry-level’ price LER BE 234
Musical Fidelity CD-PRE* 2,000 Substantial player incorporates upsampling and extensive analogue and digital preamplification facilities e @ 229
[7]  Naim Audio CD5 1,150 Recommended subject to audition — a dynamic machine, yet some physical minuses 212
Naim NACDSII/XPS 6,265 Brings you the Naim sound, but for once doesn't have to rely on Naim ancillaries to get the results 188
[C]  Primare D30.2 1,499 Superb high-resolution player gives a strong taste of musical structure and physicality ® 226
Sony SCD-333ES 1,200 High-end multichannel SACD player is excellent with CD, impressive in surround ®© ‘ L 2R % 224
Sony SCD-XA777ES 12,300 Superb multichannel player that set the benchmark for the format at its launch e @ | @ ® o 223
Wadia 301 13,650 | Insightful player with digital preamp options and good onboard volume control. Try it direct for maximum effect e e e 228

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs

CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs

Primare D30.2 £1,499 Wadia 301 £3,650
A top-class player with a characteristically powerful and authoritative, but also a . Revelatory player that gives new insight into everything it plays, can be used directly
subtle and engaging sound. It works best in high-grade, high-resolution systems. . intoa power amp to good effect and has an optional digital preamp function.
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DVD PLAYERS

Disc players for audio and video

DVD has proved a phenomenal

success in commercial terms and has

virtually extinguished the market for
budget CD players — you can't really beat a
multiformat player when it comes to
features. Early DVD players were not
particularly good CD spinners because of
the enormous amount of RF interference
produced by video circuits, but as this
problem has been identified manufacturers
have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most
DVD players are competent CD players and
a few are remarkably good - often as not
they are the ones that play DVD-Audio
discs as well.

The great advantage of DVD, apart from

being the first digital video format for
the home, is that it offers discrete
multi-channel sound. In the case of plain
DVD video discs, this music is encoded in can use a DVD player with your stereo
either the Dolby Digital or DTS format, system by connecting the stereo outputs,
both of which use ‘'lossy' compression to fit ~ though this won't give the surround
onto the disc alongside the video data. You  benefits that the format specialises in.

DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that information - lyrics, images and so on. To
offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby save you having to decide which format to
Digital tracks on dedicated DVD-A go for, a few brands are bringing out
discs. The discs can be played on any universal players to cover SACD and DVD-A,
DVD player, but the CD-beating and this would seem to be the best route if
high-fidelity sound can only be you want to enjoy high-resolution digital
appreciated with a DVD-A player. While audio. If you're after a high-end model, look
offering similar benefits to SACD, it has for one with a 'high bandwidth’ digital audio
the advantage of on-screen display for output as well as 5.1 analogue outputs.

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs

for CD, DVD-A and SACD,
and the coaxial digital output
for DTS and Dolby Digital
movie soundtracks.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is
component video closely
followed by RGB Scart, which
is clearly superior to S-video
and the basic composite
video option.

DO | NEED A MULTICHANNEL
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear the
benefits of surround sound.
DVD players can be used with
stereo amps to great effect, but
you won't be able to decode
the Dolby Digital and DTS
soundtracks on movies.

DO | NEED PROGRESSIVE
SCAN VIDEO?

Not unless you have a
progressive scan/NTSC
compatible monitor or TV — as
yet there is no PAL version.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For DIGITAL OUTPUTS:  VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red,

stereo and multichannel connections, For Dolby Digital, green and blue sockets are for component which gives best
use these for best results with DTS and PCM results, while the black multipin socket is S-video, which sits
DVD-Audio, SACD and CD. audio bitstreams. qualitatively between the two.

SCART
CONNECTIONS:
These are a
good-quality
option for video,
especially ones
that output RGB.
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our favourite [Z] GROUP TEST BEST BUY [~ ] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [E5] EDITOR'S CHOICE =) NEW GEAR REVIEW

DVD PLAYERS

8§ g ¢ = g -
g s8¢ s 3B
Audio/Video disc players g g % % 2 g
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS BB SislAa 3
UPT0 £1,000 ;
(<]  Arcam DivA DV88 1,000 ' Video player built with non-obsolescence in mind, but picture quality exceeds musical quality as a CD player 213
(2]  Denon DVD-3800 1,000 | High and progressive DVD-Video player with good CD and DVD-Audio capabilities, priced below its station. 234
Harman/Kardon DVD25 350  Reasonable video player is an excellent CD player, making this a good choice for buyers who put music first 228
JVC XV-SA72SL 350 | Fantastic value for money from a player which makes good music with DVD-Audio and CD alike : 220
Pioneer DV-545 330 | Stylish and well-equipped slimline DVD-Video player that is an extremely attractive all-rounder 221
Pioneer DV-656A 400 | ‘Universal’ SACD/DVD/Audio/Video player does everything moderately well or better, and is an excellent buy 234
Sony DVP-NS905V £400 DVD-Video and SACD is a distinctly superior package, with above average performance 234
Toshiba SD-510E 320  Great all-rounder DVD-Audio from a slightly idiosyncratic player at a new low price point for Toshiba 228
Yamaha DVD-51200 700  Clean, agile sound quality, and decent, if unexciting, DVD-A performance round off a good, if costly, player 228
ABOVE £1,000
Denon DVD-A1 2,500 ' A convincing case for the DVD-A format, battleship construction combined with sonic and visual finesse 230
Marantz DV8300 1,400 ' Universal machine with a great sense of timing and comprehensive features 233
Marantz DV-12S1 2,500 ' THX Ultra-progressive DVD-A player is a classy all-rounder, and absolutely top notch in legacy CD mode 229
Meridian DVD596 2,485  Very classy player with DVD-A upgrade potential, one of the few that is also a superb CD player 218
Meridian 800 10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs 230
[(£]  Pioneer DV-939A 1,200  Near state-of-the-art video and attractive, easy-on-the-ear music-making, from CD and DVD-Audio alike 213
[ Toshiba SDI00E 1,299 ' Top class DVD-Audio player and also a superb DVD-Video player — in this context, pricing is competitive 213
Townshend DV-747A 2,899  Major upgrade to Pioneer machine turns it into a giant slayer of a disc player, available as an upgrade to existing owners 232

DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.
ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player.

Pioneer DV-656A £400 Denon DVD-3800 £1,000

The least costly universal player to date - good CD, SACD, DVD-V and DVD-A playback. This DVD-Audio compatible player is excellent with music and equally sharp with video.

Sony DVP-NS905V £400 Marantz DV8300 £1,400

SACD-compatible DVD-Video player offers excellent audio and video performance. A superb machine compatible with virtually all formats including DVD-Audio and SACD.

AVID
The most complete & thoroughly integrated solution to quality vinyl replay.

At AVID we build turntables for
pure sound quality not pedigree.

Our AVID distributors will let you compare any of our AVID » The AV Lounge aanaen) 0207 375 3691 » Definifive Audio tiotngham 0115 973 3222 » Doug Brady Hifi swengion 01925 828009 » Hazelmere Audio toso 01494 865829 » Kronos HiFi weand 02887 753606
LG L GG R UEE LR I > Loud & Clear scosna 0131 555 3963 » M.AX. mmingnam 01562 822236 > Premier Audio awoesteid 01924 255045 » Progressive Audio s 01634 389004 » Sounds Perfection eoman 01326 221372

AV ID ) 7 veomans Close, Catworth, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire,PE28 OPL, England. @ Tel: 01832 710370 @ Fax: 01832 710436 ® Email: info@avidhifi.co.uk ® Web: www.avidhifi.co.uk

awards 2002 | www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE | 91



| www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

dCS Verdi Transport ‘

For many years dCS users all over the world have been asking us to
make a disc transport to go with their dCS DACs. Well here itis - the dCS
Verdi. The Verdiis two products in one - a CD transport and a SACD
transport. Every effort has been made to obtain the best possible
playback fidelity from both media. Compromising one to favour the other
was not an option. We have achieved this by paying attention to the
transport as a system, rather than concentrate on one or two specific
features. The Verdi’s low jitter on-board clock ensures that it will give
excellent CD playback with non—dCS DACs, but it really comes into its
own when used with either the dCS Elgar plus or dCS Delius D/IA
converters, where the ability to synchronise the Verdito precision clocks
builtinto the Elgar and Delius takes CD playback to another level. We
firmly believe that the quality of playback possible from the DSD layer of
SACD’s when using the Verdi, is the closest to the original master
recording so far achieved with audiophile equipment.

Mark Levinson 434/436 : ‘

The single most important feature of the new amplifiers and the one that
alone justifies their price is their performance. Initially intended to match
the sonic quality of our popular 300 Series models, these pure mono
designs actually eclipse that lofty goal.

Since the No.434 and No.436 share circuit topologies and materials with
the 300 Series amplifiers, their sonic character is of the same family. The
benefit to this approach is that owners of a 300 Series
amplifier may add one or several channels to their system
using the No.434 and No0.436, without sonic compromise.
But the dedication of a single chassis and careful selection
of component parts has allowed our design team to further
refine their performance.

The mono amplifiers share some of the sonic attributes of
the No.33 and No.33H, including higher resolution and
dynamics, and a greater sense of effortlessness. They are
as well suited to a top quality two-channel music system as
they are to a world-class multi-channel music and theatre
system.

NAGRA MPA MOSFET solid state amplifier

In many amplifier power supply designs, AC power feeds a transformer analogue source components.
with a diode bridge which rectifies the voltage of the transformer's The Nagra MPAuses a PFC power SUPE
secondary. This voltage is then filtered by a series of capacitors. conveﬂerconﬁguratlon i
Alternatively, a rectifier bridge with a DC/DC converteris used to supply
the necessary peak power. :
In both cases, the power draw from the AC power outlet is heavily pulsed
with peak current spikes potentially reaching plus and minus SOAmper
in places where 110 VAC is used!

These current spikes pass through the sockets,
plugs, connections and cables feedingthe
amphﬁer In addition to creatmg a pote tial

Photography & Design: Tom Foxall — 01952 ,



Awesome dynamics, speed and delivery from this bargain of the century
2x200 Wattsin 8 Ohms load

2x400 Watts in 4 Ohms load

® THD is below 0.05%.

® Noiseis atleast 100 dBAbelow 100 Watts in 8 Ohms.

® Inputimpedance is 10 kOhms, balanced and single
ended inputs can be chosen.

@ Sensitivity can be selected internally to be 0.77V, 1,55V,
3,1V or 3,9V for full power.

® The output for a loudspeaker is binding posts taking 4
mm banana plugs and spade termination.

® Available in black or Silver, or Chrome at extra cost

What sets the CD3 apart from the so-called “combination” players on the
market - whether DVD or SACD based —is that the CD3 is designed to do
onethingsuperbly: that s, to play back normal “redbook” music CDs, CD-
R and CD-RWdiscs with maximumfidelity and full musical expression.
The CD3 will not play back DVD video, DVD audio or SACD-only discs
because it is our firm belief that the convenience of multi-format playback
sacrifices sonic performance in the CD format. The
engineering focus of the CD3 is to maximise performance
with the prevailing music format by keeping the overall
player design simple, reliable and optimised for the one
task it must accomplish.

Class AJ-FET analogue output stage. Massive regulated
power supplies — using industry-leading capacitors for
both bulk supplies and bypass components and damping
techniques of a proprietary nature have been used to
extend to the CD3’s remarkable range of performance
characteristics

VOLUME

Suppliers and installers of High
B tai 'ﬁﬂcr’iSP" . ﬁﬁa ao e R Quality Audio Systems
Seeona DNty Pisanpier. . - ‘ 47 Laboratory |

e 3 : - A h i
Spectral’s latest addition to their superb range of electronics will be el :ng

available from late July as a replacement for the DMC12. Aline level Audio Physic | Lavardin
remote controlled preamplifier with topology taken from the DMC30s Audio Research | Mark Levinson
Reference preamplifier, we are very excited about this product please call AvalonAccoustics § Martin Logan

; o \ Avid | Michell
John Roberts to discuss the possxbtlmes‘witha bel ca:w Nagra

Benz Micro | Primare

Cardas | ProAc
Clearaudio § Rega
Conrad Johnson | Siltech
dCS | Sonus Faber

Densen | Spectral

DNM/Reson § Nordost

Electrocompaniet § Sugden

Finite Elemente | TransparentAudio
. Graaf | Verity Audio
p Gryphon § Wadia

’ gmidlandaudiox-change.co.uk
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BUYER'S B

VINYL

Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or turntables

offer the digital revolution

serious competition when it
comes to sound quality. Even a
modest model can turn musical
tricks that most CD players
struggle with. Some call it viny!

warmth, but in reality it's a lack of

digital hardness that makes the
format so engaging. True, the
software requires a bit more care,
but even a knackered LP is more
playable than a scratched CD.

Record players are made of
three, perhaps four, fundamental
parts. The turntable is the plinth
and platter, usually also containing
the motor and any suspension
system. A tonearm sits on the
plinth and allows the cartridge to
trace the vinyl groove by pivoting
or parallel tracking over the
record. The cartridge contains the
means of turning the mechanical
movement of the groove wall into
an electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp
dedicated to the delicate job of
amplifying and equalising the
cartridge's insubstantial output.
This is called a phono stage and
can be found in some integrated
amplifiers and preamps, but is
increasingly purchased separately
for use with line-only amps.

-
Rega P3 £298
Latest version of a hi-fi classic is a very
capable deck for a very modest price, with
very little serious competition from other
makes. A great turntable for the money
and a very safe buy.

www.hifichoice.co.uk | awards 2002

' Audio Note
TT1/ARM1 £594

Simple, unpretentious and relatively
inexpensive, Audio Note's TT1 delivers a
real taste of high-end performance at a
realistically affordable price.

There are two types of phono
cartridge: moving magnet (MM)
and moving coil (MC), and with a
few exceptions the latter
outperforms the former. But MCs
produce a lower output and
require better-quality
amplification to be heard at their
best. As a general rule, MCs offer
a broader bandwidth, greater
dynamics and more detail, but the
better moving magnets do most
things well enough to distract
you from your CD collection.

Michell

TURNTABLE SET-UP

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model,
but the general principle is to level the platter by
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters,
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce.

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In
essence, there are two angles you need to get right:
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record
if you are looking from above, and the vertical
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with
the record surface.

| Orbe SE £1,825
A fine example of the turntable art, the
stripped down SE version of Michell's
flagship now features a DC motor. Does
justice to the best arms and cartridges.

Avid

Volvere Sequel £3,500

A beautifully made turntable that delivers
a high-end vinyl experience without
costing the earth. Neutral, even-handed,
detailed and frankly spellbinding.
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TURNTABLES BRPAEEE

f : | |gBg 2|3 ¢
Record players 1 g | Z| gg 212
STATUS | PRODUCT e | COMMENTS ’ 5 |4 Rm 2 }5 ES B
(] ' Audio Note TT1/ARM1 594 k Simple and unpretemious,'it delivers a real 1asté of true high-end performanbe at an affordable price 33/45 @ 203
Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500 | Heavyweight turntable thaf will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 229
Avid Acutus 5,000 = Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 33/45 194
Clearaudio Champion Level 2 1,955 = Neutral balance, great looks, but only so-so detail. Benefits greatly from isolation | 33/45 | & & 223
[ Linn LP12 Basik 11,100 | Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc are stil top rank o | 3 || | 103
] : Michell Gyro SE 829 ; Stripped-down version of classic GyroDec, offering strong and lively séhhd - ' 33/45 ! 223
Michell Orbe SE 1,825 A superb turntable, ab\e-io mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor. 33/45 | @& : 1 235
[ Rega P2 198 | Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and how éven better value as the competition falls away T 33/45 | @ 214
Rega P3 298 | Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail . 33/45 @ 214
(]  Rega Planar 25 619  Great-looking turntable has a silky smooth sound with exceptional midband coherence ‘ 33/45 203
Rega P9 2248 Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1000 tonearm | 33/45 s & | 228
SME Model 10A 3411 | Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly buit T a5 e e e 195
SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with sﬁperb sbund. Inc viarm 33/45/78 & k [ 2 186
VPI HW19 Junior 650 k A notably large and handsdme turntable with good sound quality and considerable upgrade'pdtential 33/45 @& I 203
Well Tempered Reference 5,500 = Superb mechanical stability and unflappability result in a clean reproduction | 33/45 2 205

Our favourite

=
PHONO CARTRIDGES
MM and MC cartridges | . % %
PRODUCT £ COMMENTS = Rle) ¥
Allaerts MC1B 1,295 | Highly capable and entertaining Belgian cartridge that warrants the finest turntable and phono stage you can afford 203
Audio Technica AT110E 29 Excellent performance for the price, with little more than some mild coloration and a touch of hardness at high levels & 214
Clearaudio Aurum Beta S 270 Clear improvement over cheaper Alpha, and good sound all round by any standards E 223
Clearaudio Sigma 580 A nimble and revealing cartridge that is more at home in lower mass arms @ 235
Dynavector DV-20X L 350 Adiculate~sounding with impressive treble resolve, though lightweight at tiﬁles, Needs a high-quality turntable and arm k 1 k 192
Goldring Elite 250 A remarkably subtle and persuasive design that should tempt anyone 235
Grado Prestige Black 40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too & 214
Grado Prestige Gold 110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss @ B | 235
Lyra Helikon 1095 = Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality & 215
Reson Reca 250 If you're after a high-quality moving magnet cartridge, they don’t get much better than this 192
Reson Etile 485 | Plenty of Ife and detail, and refined with it a ‘ 223
Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 A no-nonsense performer with engaging musical properties — one of the best around for less than £300 7 192
Van den Hul MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light | 235

Our favourite

PHONO STAGES

B8 |
I
S S 5 R =

Phono stages HE I
S|l 815 8

PRODUCT £ COMMENTS Fiep =pmg

Creek OBH-8SE 160 Neutral, relaxed and involving sound from this neat little unit

Lehmann Black Cube 275 Creates a well balanced sound that has few limitations and plenty of good qualities. Very flexible for the price.

Pass Labs XOno 2,995  Not absolutely neutral, but the overall result is so beguiling it's hard to resist

Pro-Ject Phono Box 40 Moving-coil compatibility is a dubious extra in a way, but MM performance is acceptable at this giveaway price

Tom Evans Microgroove 400 For dynamics and real bass extension alongside good tonal colour this is the one to beat, excellent value for the money.

Tom Evans Microgroove Plus 700 Stunning detail, gives new insights into familiar discs

Tom Evans The Groove 1,800 = Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP

Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498  Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility.

SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of
the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm — some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown.

MM Moving magnet cartridge — see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge — see amp and phono stage features to match this type.

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality

awards 2002 | www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE | 85



HI-FICHOICE

BUYER’S BIBLE

" RADIO TUNERS

FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical resource

that's in danger of being taken for

granted, but whatever your tastes
there's someone out there catering for it. If
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up
to your hi-fi already, you're missing out!

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is said
to be available to 80 per cent of the
population and the long-term plan is to
switch public broadcasting over to digital,
but hardware prices have yet to come down
to a point where this would be acceptable.
Its advantages over FM include hiss-free
reception, the potential for a wider range
of stations and the ability to display
comprehensive programming information.
FM's RDS system means that station name
and occasionally track titles are displayed,
but the range of information is fairly limited.
Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower

area. It can also provide higher sound quality
if reception conditions are favourable.
Absolute sound quality judgements are
muddied by the fact that you are listening
to different forms of compression and
processing at the studio for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are
more and more radio stations broadcasting
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if
it's variety of programming you're after,
they have a lot to offer.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM
listeners should get a decent external
aerial and connect it with as few junctions
and splits as possible. Every time you split
the cable (ie take a feed for another tuner)
you halve signal strength! With DAB the
same applies but get a DAB-specific aerial.
See www.bbc.co.uk/digitalradio for details.

Denon TU260L Il £130

The benchmark for all other budget tuners,

with great sound and plenty of features.

NAD 5400 £600

A nicely judged performer that maximises

the potential of FM broadcasting.

Pure DRX-

This ‘budget” DAB model can meet much

more expensive alternatives head-on.

Arcam DT-81 £650

Highly professional implementation of
DAB technology makes this one of the

best options on the digital tuner market.

cost of hardware and the greater reception

our favourite (] GROUP TEST BEST BUY [-] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED EDITOR'S CHOICE NEW GEAR REVIEW

I Bl g3
= = s =
= S| 2 2 ¢
= | 5| |g|2|8|E
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES 2 z S| |28
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS é rﬁn § rjoj % é %
FM TUNERS
Cambridge T500 180 Very capable tuner suited to good and less good reception conditions FMML 64 193
Creek T43 399 Quality UK-made tuner offering classy sound in all areas at a very fair price FMML 64 193
Cyrus FM7.5 400 Beautifully made and presented, with sound that's a small but worthwhile advance over budget models FM 7 211
[ Denon TU-260L I 130 The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever FMML 40 193
[ Harman Kardon TU940 180  Good sound and particularly good signal recovery under tricky reception conditions FM, M 30 221
[[J  Marantz ST6000 180  Another budget killer from Marantz, with sound well above its class and useful features FM,M,L 90 211
Myryad T-30 400 Attractive product that produces attractive sounds too: capable of very musical performance with a good aerial FM 29 193
[E]  NAD S400 600  One of the best around — bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent FM 30 230
[ Primare T21 600 Identical to NAD S400 and likewise a very fine tuner FM 30 230
Sony ST-SE570 130  Good, honest, budget tuner — loads of features, just a trifle bland FM,M,L 30 221

E
g
g

Arcam DT-81 650 A very smart and polished DAB performer DAB 16 221
B Pure DRX-701ES 250 An excellent introduction to DAB, fine value, simple to use and feature loaded DAB 99 234
(] Pure DRX-B01ESM 330 Cheap, small and capable, but with major tonal variations from neutral which confuse the issue DAB 90 230
[E]  Pure DRX-601E 300 Cheapest DAB separate to date, and concedes little if anything to more expensive models DAB 9 211
TAG McLaren T32R+DAB 2,290 Classy hi-fi at its best: top sounds on FM and DAB, and a joy to own and use DABFM,M,.L 99 230

=138 WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M — medium wave, L — long wave, DAB — digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System — statibn
names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
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Are you someone who is not easily satisfied? Someone who demands the very best, the
latest or perhaps the purest? Then you are going to love seeing what Unilet have in store.

Whether you are looking for a turntable or a state-of-the-art
home cinema set up, or perhaps that elusive speaker cable
that you read about in an American hi-fi magazine, you are
likely to find it at Unilet. For years Unilet has been the place
for the serious audiophile.

So why not come in and see us? You'll find us

tucked away off the High Street, opposite
Waitrose in New Malden, Surrey. We're
just yards away from the BR station and
a couple of minutes from the A3.

BADA

the syinrxbo) of security

For a copy of our latest
price list please call:

020 8942 9567

or check us.out on the web:
www.unilet.net

Unilet Sound and Vision Ltd.
35 High Street,

New Malden,

Surrey KT3 4BY

Fax: 020 8336 0820

Wley

SOUI) d and \J‘\s'\()(\

The Hidden Hi-Fi Store
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DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS

CD, MiniDisc and hard disc recorders

Yamaha CDR-HD1000 700 CD-R and hard drive in one — save your music to hard disc, edit, then dump to CD-R for MiniDisc style flexibility

[FZIAY 3@ DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board

www.hifichoice.co.uk

MiniDisc
MD's strength is versatility. You can record
and then re-record many times over.
Editing facilities are second to none — you
can erase mistakes, name tracks and
re-order a disc's contents with a few simple
button pushes, making it ideal for building
compilations. They're pretty robust too.
Sound quality is below that of CD-R/
CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed
compression technology called ATRAC,
which discards part of the data in order to
squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying
from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a
little cold in comparison, lacking a degree
of detail and ambience. But to most
people it still sounds light years ahead of
cassette — clean and hiss-free.

Recordable CD
With recordable CD you have a choice of
two disc types: CD-R discs are the
cheapest, but you can only record once; and
CD-RW discs are a little more costly, but
you can re-record on them ad infinitum.
Though the latest machines incorporate
some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is
not as flexible as MD. However, sound

awards 2002

quality is higher — if you're recording from a
CD, the best models will give you a copy
that is very close to the original. In terms of
compatibility, most CD players will play
back a CD-R disc, but older models might
have trouble with CD-RW (though you can,
of course, play the disc back on your own
recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW
on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

Hard disc
The latest contender on the digital recording
scene is also the most flexible. Some HD
(hard disc) recorders can store whole music
collections if you use a compression format
such as MP3. HD recorders are taking over
from multidisc CD changers as sound
servers in multiroom installations, where
their ability to play more than one piece of
music at a time is a great boon. HD also
offers impressive editing facilities on a par
with those of MD, and they can also record
from CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed.
At present, sound quality isn't the driving
force behind the format — flexibility and
storage capacity being bigger issues — and
a plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform
an HD recorder in fidelity terms.

our favourlte [ GRoup TEST BEST BUY [ GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE =] NEW GEAR REVIEW

Phlllps CDR802 £3OO

Multidisc recorder that's slick and accom-
plished, albeit with a slightly flaky build.

Marantz DR6000 £400

Quality in a box - it eschews gimmickry,
but it does a simple job very well.

et

Sony MDS-JE480 £130

Entry-level MD recorder that does exactly
what it says on the tin, at a bargain price.

Yamaha

CDR-HD1000 £700

First of its kind — a CD player and hard
disc audio recorder. Effective but pricey.

SPECIFICATIONS

53 |m

2 28 7

2 2 2 R

ale S =
CD-R/RW, MD and HD recorders g 255 E

el - =]

STATUS | PRODUCT 3 COMMENTS a2 3 4d 3
CD-R/RW RECORDERS
] Denon CDR-1000 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 1 218
(2] Marantz DR6000 400  No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 1 233
Marantz DR-17 1,500 Highly recommended, but with a jitter problem that, resolved, would improve sound quality 1 205
] Philips CDR802 299 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound recorder at a good price 2 233
[Z]  Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 1 205
[]]  Philips CDR785 350 Ragged play quality, but a good record performance from this well-equipped, well-priced CD-R/RW deck 1 218
[“] ' Pioneer PDR-609 280 Classy single-deck CD-R/RW burner is also a good, if characterful, player 1 218
Pioneer PDR-W839 350  Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 218
MD RECORDERS
(2] Pioneer MJ-D508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 1 205
Sony MDS-JE480 130  Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 1 233

2 20 223

— twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only.
OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC



Stocks a comprehensive range of DVD péyers, am
speakers, plasma monitors, televisions and proj
systems from all the leading manufacturers.

From starter systems to custom designed multi-
room and home cinema installations, our
friendly staff are available in all outlets to
advise, demonstrate and guide you thrc h
the home entertainment jungle.

If you’re interested in home entertal
and want to avoid the confusion, con
your local Sevenoaks Sound &
outlet and experience more.

0% interest free option* is available
most products. *Written details on request. Licensed
credit brokers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to stati

MUSICAL FIDELITY  [r7-V/ista 300
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In celebration of the company’s twentieth anniversary, Musical Fidelity
have introduced the limited edition (500 only) Tri-Vista 300 ‘super’
integrated amplifier. Delivering an
enormous 340W per channel, the 300
uses Tri-Vista mini-tubes similar to the
Nu-Vista tubes previously used in
Musical Fidelity’s highly acclaimed,
limited edition, Nu-Vista series of
products. During October, the Tri-Vista
Series will complimented with the addition of 800 Tri-Vista CD/SACD
Players with 300 Tri-Vista Pre-Amplifiers and Power Amplifiers following soon.

Tri-Vista 300 Integrated Amplifier £3994.95 « CD/SACD Player £3994.95

l‘ Xserles
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By combining technologies from their Reference and Q Series, KEF have
introduced the new XQ speaker range. Featuring KEF Uni-Q® ‘point source’
arrays for unrivalled off-axis performance and ‘super audio’ Hypertweeters™,
the XQ range fully exploits the wide bandwidth of digital formats like SACD
and DVD-A. The range comprises the XQ one and three stand mounters, the
XQ five floorstanders and XQ two c centre speaker. All XQ models are
available in a variety of finishes.

Outlets Nationwide

Aberdeen * Bedford » Birmingham e Brighton e Bristol « Bromley » Cambridge ¢ Cardiff
Chelsea * Cheltenham e Crawley ¢ Croydon e Edinburgh « Epsom e Exeter  Glasgow
Guildford * Holborn * Hull » Ipswich * Kingston ¢ Leicester ¢ Leeds ¢ Lincoln * Liverpool
Maidstone » Manchester » Newcastle * Norwich » Nottingham ¢ Oxford ¢ Peterborough
Plymouth ¢ Poole * Preston » Reading * Sevenoaks * Sheffield  Southampton  Southgate
Swansea ¢ Swiss Cottage » Tunbridge Wells » Watford » Witham (Essex) * Wolverhampton

www.sevenoakssoundandyvision.co.uk

experience

¥ Outtlets in Poole, Shirley (Solihull),
Swundon Wolverhamp’ton & Wilmslow

to legal completion, we have new stores
telephone to confirm before travelling.

few weeks) 0121 733 3727 » Swindon 01793 610992 (next
v (date to be confirmed).
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Debut Il Tumntable
(Black) £114.95

“The original Debut turntable romped away with a Product of the
Year Award in 1999, and the MKII version continues the extremely
good work. It's a simple affair, that's easy to set up, but don't let the
price fool you - it sounds a whole lot more expensive than that. This

Arcam DVA T61 Tuner o £249.88 g 4 fine turntable, and it clearly reveals the benefits of listening to vinyl, with a

Denon TU260L MKIITUNET....c.vocvvvv. £109:88 ioh and detailed soundstage, and a good dynamic response.

Marantz ST4000 Tuner.........cc......... £119.95

Michell Gyro SE/RB300 Turntable ... £1017.95 It's available in six funky colours, so you should find one to suit your decor,

Project Debut Phono SB Turntable .............£159.95 and at just a smidge over £100, you can have no excuse not to keep that

Project Debut Il Turntable Colours)................£129.95  old vinyl collection in employment for a good few years yet.”

Project RPM4 Turntable. ... £324.95 %% & % % Awards 2000 .
Sony ST-D777ES FM/DAB Tuner .....£549.95 RPM4 « £324.95
Videologic DRX-601E DAB Tuner ... .£249.95  Selected outlets are Project Turntable Centres. Colour Options are available at additional cost

RCD-02 CD Player £379.95
al=pg =¥ RA-02 Amplifier  £349.95

RCD-02 CD Player “Whether it's the raw, and sometimes just plain
barking vocals of Tom Waits, or the stinging guitar stabs of Pete Townsend
on some old Who tracks, the Rotel is one of those players that can't help
but bring a smile to the face - it's a breath of fresh air.”

* % % % % September 2002

RA-02 Amplifier “The amp has a fast, detailed and yet satisfyingly full
presentation. That allows it to
make a fine job of the beats of

0 0 D
Groove Armada's Goodbye s 3 1
Century set without losing sight of the fine
details of the mix, and also husking out Marianne Faithfull's deliciously smutty vocals on Kissing Time with real relish. Add in decent levels of
Also Availabl
Marantz Pl\/slzléa(‘)?) E, £149.95 equipment - and the convenience of remote control, and we reckon Rotel has a winner on its hands.” ESEET ek kokok August 2002

((AE)) AECISE/Q:0 L

C « o
e

iVA ALy e Ea . .
ACQUSTICENERGY EVO One SpeaKerS £1 79-95 ::::: BiVA gggiﬁ A :22:.::
“The original Aegis Ones were great speakers, to the extent that they were category winners in our 1998 awards. Since then Arcam DIVA CDO2T ... £899.95
a host of new models have raised the standards in the sub-£200 category, and the Aegis _ Arcam FMJCD23T. .. £1199.98
Ones soon went from stunner to also ran. AE's response to that is an EVO version. M” ; CYPUS CD7 i £799.95
. : 1 Denon DCD485 ... i £139.98
g The Aegis Ones genes are g Linn Genki.....oviiiiii... £994,95
clearly evident. The original's ‘ Linn kemi...... £1949.95
refinement and bass weight | L3 . Marantz CD4000. e 299,98
are preserved and backed up & ) Marantz CD6000Ki Signature...................... £399.95

Also Available idian 507, . . 1194.
win potier openness and | Kee 072E240.95 | mearidian 90, 6209985

more free-flowing dynamic ) .

. ) Musical Fidelity A308°..... .. £1999.95
ability. The old speakers would have delivered a cool and Musical Fidelity Ti\Visia SACD  £3994.95
calm version of Pink's Missundaziood set - they'd b potel RCD1070 ... £494.95
enjoyable, but would lack a little drive and excitement. The Sony COPXES70 .. £109.95

new speakers, however, address those limitations... Add

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets.
Advertisement valid until at least 11th December 2002, E&OE

authority and good stereo imaging to the list of plus points

and it comes as no surprise to find these speakers at home

P : with classical, too. Indeed, running
through our test room’s extensive CD library we couldn'tfind a 4
genre that these AE's weren't happy playing.” Hk ok ko July 2002 4
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page three

Amplifier Selection

Arcam DiVA A65 Plus Amplifier ............. £369.95

Arcam DiVA A75 Plus Amplifier .............. £469.95

Arcam FMJ A32 Amplifier ................. £1149.95

Cyrus 5 Amplifier ... £449.95

Cyrus 6 Amplifier ........... ... ... . £599.95 ARCAM Ao wEGAATED A
Cyrus 8 Amplifier . ... £799.95 = 2 : valime -

Denon PMA355 Amplifier o .. £229.95 -
Linn Kolector Pre Amplifier ... ... .. . £494.95 5]
Linn K85 Power Amplifier .................. £494.95 .

Marantz PM4200 Amplifier ................ £149.95 i

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre Amplifier ........ £999.95

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Power Amplifier .. .£999.95 ARCAM

Musical Fidelity A308 Amplifier . . .. £1999.95

ot ey 1 rov - weses - DA CDB2T CD Player £599.95
DiVA A85 Integrated Amplifier  £799.95

DiVA CD82T "Arcam’s lastest sounds like a more mature version of its little brother. On an initial listen the

Also Available NEW Arcam N ]
FMJ AVS & P7 increased solidity and refinement are obvious, but over time the subtler dynamic shading and more assured

£5,499.95 handling of transients come to the fore... The Arcam CD82T is one of the best CD players available at this
price point.” # H K Kk September 2002

DiVA A85 "You'll have realised by now that we rather like this amp. It took us completely by surprise, and further
strengthens Arcam'’s already impressive product range... The A85 is superb, and we can't wait to put it up against its peer in a group test.” March 2001

B&W Bowers & Wilkins
DM602S3 Speakers £299.95

“But the B&W 602 S3 are our winners. They're big and not
particularly beautiful, yet if it were our money they're what we
would buy. No rival can match the wide ranging dynamics or low
frequency performance of these not so compact
standmounters. Add all-round sonic excellence and the choice

is easy. Give them sufficient space to breathe, then sit back and

enjoy the music.”

[ wiar w-eir |
 wiar .

Supertest Winner August 2002

Also Available (Pictured Right)

B&W CDM NT Series « Prices start from £749.95

PURE DRX-701ES Digital Tuner £249.95

Product |

oftheyear |
% 2002

-4 W
W

UNERS

Pure DRX-701ES

This new tuner from the recently renamed Pure is based on the 2001 Award-winning Videologic DRX-601ES, but under the lid is an all-
new third-generation digital radio engine, in the form of Frontier Silicon's Chorus FS1010. Its biggest advantages are lower energy
consumption and above all cost - it's the major reason why the

DRX-701ES is £100 less than last year's model = PL,RE

The tuner uses 24-bit/192kHz conversion with 4x upsampling and & - P i —
data interpolation, and is powered by a low-noisetoroidal transformer

- such attention to sonic detail pays off. Digital outputs are provided

——— oigr,

on electrical and optical feed, but most people will use the B B

_ analogue out, and these sound very good indeed. As usual the tuner is subject to the signal quality off-air,
but when it's fed from a high-quality outdoor aerial and a good signal it's capable of a crisp, powerful and detailed presentation. Even
Also Available

more populist music stations like Radio 6 benefit from the mix of a neutral balance and fine weight, while speech is also neutral and eas
Denon TU260L/II * £109.95 i : e ' ¢ " /
to follow... If you want a quality home tuner for digital radio, you need look no further # J kK October 2002
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CYM . £1001-£2000

A Pl e N | —

CD7Q CD Player £1149.95
7 Integrated Amplifier £649.95

Cyrus 7Q CD "How it compares directly (with the competition) is a matter for a group test, but | can tell
you now that it'll be a close one, because the CD7Q is a fantastic CD Player, offering all you'd expect from
a disc spinner at this price, and more... The CD7Q'’s a major upgrade from the

class-leading CD7. Its weighty, detailed sound puts it at the pinnacle of CD
players at this price.” July 2002

Cyrus 7 Amplifier “This is a fabulous amplifier. It's fast, punchy and has bags of power on tap but crucially delivers huge sackfuls of subtlety

. ) ) Also Availabl
when the music requires. Some of the other ampilifiers in this group may be better with particular genres of music but as an all-rounder it takes Cy:':JSva’; 6D
some beating.” * kK Kk * November 1999 £799.95

AR SYY. R Kandy KA1 MKIII Amplifier £544.95

“When we last reviewed Roksan's Kandy integrated amp in February it fought off serious competition to come top in a Supertest. This is its replacement, the MkIIl.
Internal changes include an uprated power supply for the preamp section and identical mono modules for the left and right power amp sections. Roksan also -

claims 50 pecent lower distortion on line-level inputs and a whopping 150
percent less on the phono input. The rated power output is an impressive 120
watts per channel into 8 ohms, and this amp has a confident, muscular way with
music that bears this out. But don't be fooled into thinking this amp is raw but
unrefined. With Van Morrison's Down the Road the Kandy has the guts to render
the performance exciting and dynamic, but also the guile to deliver subtle details.

The upgraded Kandy Mklll is an

T W N : C excellent amp; the MkIl version was
:;)“ Ry "(_w impressive, but Mklll is a stunner. It betters all the amps here in the timing department, and has a wonderfully robust character that
: - : S 2| works well with all types of music. It manages to retain the good points of the Mkll while adding extra resolution and subtlety. All the
Also Available ras "
. SO - amps here have a place in the market. It's just that at £650 the Kandy really does set the pace.
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 300
Amplifier + £3994.95 #okok % October 2002

% Speaker Sclection
1 1 L SpeaKe rs £37995 Acoustic Energy Acgis Fvo Three.

£349.95

) ) ) ) B&W CDM 1NT £749.95
“Ouéd is best known‘ for its superlative elec?rostatlc designs, which stén at £3500. So any £379 pair of speakers that B&W COM 7NT . £1249.95
cames‘the company's mgme has to be going some to avoid tarnishing the fam‘l\y £ B&W DM303 . p479.85
reputation. The first surprise is that the 11Ls come in real-wood veneers covered with
piano-gloss lacquer. This type of finish is almost unheard of at the £1000 mark, let L DIV R R et 2
alone at this price. Has anything been sacrificed for such a luxury finish? Here's the Cyrus CLS70 (Black)........... o £799.98
second surprise: apparently not KEF Q1 ... £249.95
The final surprise? Well, saving the best for the last, the sound quality KEF O3 wnsmommrs s coms o e B 9989
' E ' Also Available Linn Katan (Maple) ... £634.95
of the 11Ls is phenomenally good. These are L. _ )

R leneararelat ianas e Mission 780 « £269.95 Linn Ninka (Maple) ... £894.95
tall, but the scale and authority of their Mission 780 ... £269.95
. @ performance is terrific. The laws of physics dictate Mission 782 ... £629.95
bass extension limitations, but thanks to a clever Mission M71i ... £129.95
dual rear firing port arrangement the 11Ls plumb Monitor Audio Cold Reference 10............. £799.95
the depths with the determination of a rottweiler, Monitor Audio Gold Reference 20 .£1499.95
even when placed in free space. Ruark Epilogue Il oo £344.95
If youre in the market for a pair of top quality Wharfedale 8.1....... [ —— RS

standmounters these Quads are a must listen. Quite )
. ) Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets.
S|mp‘y, me\/‘ e good enough to scare the competmon Advertisement valid until at least 11th December 2002, E&OE.

® bigtime.” August 2002




MUSICAL FIDELITY

A3.2 CD Player £999.95
A3.2 Amplifier  £979.95

Replacing the WHAT HI‘FI? SOUND AND VISION Award
Winning A3 CD and Amplifier, the new A3.2 models have been further
refined and re-styled. The A3.2 CD Player now incorporates the same
DAC, filter assembly and control mechanism as the highly-acclaimed
Nu-Vista CD Player. The A3.2 Amplifier draws on experience gained
through the development of the Nu-Vista M3 ampilifier and as such has
inherited many of its qualities, producing a sense of ease and flexibility
that is normally only associated with far more expensive designs

)
Also Available
Marantz DR6000
CD Recorder « £299.95

Recorder Sciection
Marantz DR6000 CD-RW .......£299.95
Sony MDS-JE770 MiniDisc e £229.95
Yamaha KX393 Cassette Deck...................£119.95
Yamaha KX580SE Cassette Deck.. ...£199.95
Yamaha CDR-HD1300 CD-RW ...£599.95

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 7 + DUAL MONO INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

@ Silver S6 Speakers £599.95

British loudspeaker manufacturer Monitor Audio has introduced a replacement series for its acclaimed
and award winning Silver Series speakers. “The aim has been to offer real advances in performance

and value”, says technical director Dean Hartley. Every single aspect of the
existing range was analysed, every user comment studied. We could have
improved what we had, but instead we decided to design a whole new
range of speakers from the ground up.” New models include the S1 and S2
standmounters, the S6, S8 and S10 floorstanders.

"With a close-miked track such as James Taylor's Line ‘Em Up from SACD
they really deliver the character of the singer's voice and they're just as
expressive with the cultured rhythms of Groove Armada’s latest outing,
having just the right mix of rhythmic control and fluidity... But amazingly the
best is yet to come: these are simply beautiful speakers for classical music,
once a few days' thrashing has tamed their initial rawness. With the latest

Also Available

Gold Reference
GR10 & GR20

release of Holst's The Planets on DVD-Audio, they thunder out Mars with true conviction.

These are rather magical speakers, with a poise and grace that belies their ability to turn on the power
when required. Pair them with a good CD player and suitably accomplished amp, and you won't go

far wrong."

EELIE] ok % %% October 2002

Proneer

PDR609 CD-RW Recorder £199.95

Pioneer

“While it looks simple, the Pioneer has an impressive array of features, including the handy double-speed disc finalization and CD-Text
compatibility. Internally, the PDR609 is a big step up from the Award-winning PDR-509 it replaced: the DAC is now a 24-bit/96kHz number,
aided and abetted by Pioneer's Legato Link conversion technology, and it has 24-bit A-to-D conversion, which is ideal for copying your vinyl
onto CD. If this is your plan, you'll appreciate that the Pioneer makes it easy to create first-rate copies from any source, helped by the manual
recording-level controls. It was hard to tell our copy of Jim White's No Such Place from the original

While the Pioneer’s replay quality can't match the Marantz, it costs £120 less, which would buy you a lot of blank discs. If you've already
got a dedicated CD player, we'd go with this recorder” EEZEE % % % % % August 2001

Pioneer PDR-609

page five
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“&Wclaren”

Aphrodite
Music System £2994.95

“TAG Mclaren, by the company's nature, have always had it in their blood to produce

a stylish product. After all, they are tightly linked to Formula 1 racing which very much

" has its own charisma. The alluring shape of the Aphrodite, reviewed here, is their attempt

to bring some of that style into high-end audio. For too long the stylish one-box system has looked the business
. but more often than not failed to deliver the goods when it comes to sound and TAG wanted to put an end to that

Firstly, there's the look and build of this beauty. The minute you lay your hands on the cold metal you know this is
one very, very serious attempt to bring a one-box system up into the echelons of the real high-end. It weighs a fairly substantial 10 kilos and

is housed in a classy, ergonomically rounded, brushed metallic chassis that's available in a variety of carefully judged colours. The case houses
a CD Player, FM tuner and amplifier that delivers 50W per channel into 8ohms - enough muscle to run most modern speakers comfortably.

This system is a serious proposition for those in the market for a high-end sound from user friendly equipment. Few separates systems can deliver TAG McLaren  Calliope
such quality, plus style, for the same cost... Although expensive, the Aphrodite offers good value for those in the market for a sophisticated product Speakers £1994 95[)
- and it's miles ahead of certain ‘lifestyle’ systems that offer poorer build quality and sound, for little less cost.” Hi-Fi World November 2002 P .

J A Michell
Gyro SE Tumntable £1017.95

Founded in Borehamwood by mechanical engineer John
Michell. For over thirty years, Michell Engineering have been
at the forefront of quality audio, with world-wide appreciated

< o products like the GyroDec and Orbe Turntables. In the early

URNTBES: | eighties, the revolutionary GyroDec Turntable, with its

elegant and effective suspension system, was introduced.

The Gyro SE is a smaller and cheaper package that retains the classy sound

of the GyroDec and can be upgraded to the full GyroDec specification by
adding a plinth and dustcover.

“The beautifully engineered Gyro SE not only looks the part but has a
wonderfully clean and fluid sound.” #* % % % % Awards 2001

Price includes Rega RB300 Tone Arm

LINN
i Linn Classik
Music System £999.95

The Classik Music System is an alternative to the sound and looks of mass

Systems
Best Buy £1000 plus

market compact systems. Designed to be useful throughout the home, the

N CLASSIK -

Classik is simple and stylish with all the
advanced features needed to satisfy the most

demanding hi-fi enthusiast or discriminating music lover

g0 g
i
“Sinee the Seottish company added a tuner to the amp/CD player, mouths have gaped even wider in appreciation. The addition of colour ) i
Classik « Movie System

£1999.95

options panders to the public's taste for kit to match their interior design, but it doesn't just look lovely in the lounge: the Classik sounds

simply marvellous. Boasting fine impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quiet
acoustic music and its smooth, liquid presentation impresses still further. The Classik offers the performance you'd expect from high quality separates in one lovely package
- this is a very superior product.” % % % Awards 2001

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets.
Advertisement valid until at least 11th December 2002, E&OE.
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outlets nationwide

Aberdeen 491 Union Street 01224 587070

Bedford 29-31 St Peters Street 01234 272779

Birmingham 12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street 0121 233 2977
Brighton 57 Western Road, Hove 01273 733338

Bristol 92b White Ladies Road, Clifton 0117 974 3727
Cambridge 17 Burleigh Street 01223 304770

Cardiff 104-106 Albany Road 029 2047 2899

Cheltenham 14 Pitville Street 01242 241171

Crawley 32 The Boulevard 01293 510777

Edinburgh 5 The Grassmarket 0131 229 7267

Exeter 28 Cowick Street 01392 218895

Glasgow 88 Great Western Road 0141 332 9655

Guildford 73b North Street 01483 536666

Hull 1 Savile Row, Savile Street 01482 587171

Ipswich 12-14 Dogs Head Street 01473 286977

Leeds 62 North Street 0113 245 2775 Open Sunday MOVED
Leicester 10 Loseby Lane 0116 253 6567

Lincoln 20-22 Corporation Street 01522 527397

Liverpool 16 Lord Street 0151 707 8417

Maidstone 96 Week Street 01622 686366 Open Sunday
Manchester 69 High Street, City Centre 0161 831 7969
Newcastle 19 Newgate Street 0191 221 2320

Norwich 29/29a St Giles Street 01603 767605

Nottingham 597-599 Mansfield Road 0115 911 2121

Oxford 41 St Clements Street 01865 241773

Peterborough 36-38 Park Road 01733 897697 Open Sunday
Plymouth 107 Cornwall Street 01752 226011

Poole Latimer House, 44-46 High Street 01202 671677 NEW
Preston 40-41 Lune Street 01772 825777 Open Sunday
Reading 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 109-113 London Road 01732 459555

Sheffield 635 Queens Road, Heeley 0114 255 5861 Open Sunday
Shirley (Solihull) Opening Soon Subject to Legal Completion 0121 733 3727
Southampton 33 London Road 023 8033 7770

Swansea 24 Mansel Street 01792 465777 Open Sunday
Swindon Opening Soon Subject to Legal Completion 01793 610992
Tunbridge Wells 28-30 St Johns Road 01892 531543

Witham (Essex) 1 The Grove Centre 01376 501733
Wolverhampton Burdett House, 29-30 Cleveland St. 01902 312225 Mid-Nov*

Bromley 393 East Street 020 8290 1988

Chelsea 403 Kings Road 020 7352 9466

Croydon 369-373 London Road 020 8665 1203 Open Sunday

Epsom 12 Upper High Street 01372 720720 Open Sunday

Holborn 144-148 Grays Inn Road 020 7837 7540

Kingston 43 Fife Road 020 8547 0717 Open Sunday

Southgate 79-81 Chase Side 020 8886 2777

Swiss Cottage 21 Northways Parade, Finchley Rd 020 7722 9777 Open Sunday
Watford 478 St Albans Road 01923 213533 Open Sunday

Please call to verify hours of business.
Contact our outlets via E-Mail outlet@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

who are sevenoaks”?

Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision are one of the largest and most
successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers in the country.

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision outlet stocks a wide range of quality products,
covering all categories of specialist home entertainment, from DVD Players to
Widescreen Plasma Televisions and Projection Systems, all at highly competitive prices

Friendly staff are available in all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you
through the home entertainment jungle

We are delighted to announce that, subject to legal completion*, we have new stores
opening in the following locations. Please telephone to confirm before travelling

Poole 01202 671677 (now open) * Wolverhampton 01902 312225 (mid-November)
Shirley (Solihull) (next few weeks) 0121 733 3727 * Swindon 01793 610992 (next few
weeks) * Wilmslow (date to be confirmed).

leeds store relocates

From mid-November our Leeds outlet is moving to 62 North Street, Leeds. The new
store has 3 dedicated demonstration rooms and an improved product range. The old
store, at 112 Vicar Lane, will remain open until mid-January with a range of clearance
and discontinued items. The telephone number remains unchanged

staff wanted

We are currently recruiting staff at several locations. If you are enthusiastic,
knowledgeable, have good customer service skills and would like a career within
the audio/visual industry, call Janys Ness on 01732 466214 for more information

sevenoaks online

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks
group and its outlets nationwide. The website is designed to provide you with answers
to the questions you may have when buying new equipment

The site has comprehensive guides to a range of products and technologies from

vinyl and compact disc to all the latest formats, including DVD Audio, SACD and
widescreen plasma monitors and front projection systems

There are regularly updated stock clearance lists with hundreds of products on offer
and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest outlet

n.co.uk

Forimpartial advice and information, just click on

With over forty outlets nationwide, the Sevenoaks Sound & Vision group stock and
display a wide range of products. As technology delivers improvements in
performance, so individual models and product ranges are changed or superseded.
The preceding models are made available at a reduced price, for clearance. Visit our
Website for an up-to-date list of the clearance stock, listed by outlet, within the
Sevenoaks Sound and Vision group.

0% finance optiont

Spread the cost of buying. 0% finance option is available on the vast majority of
pdeUCIS we stock. Twritten details on request. Licensed credit brokers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.

pricing policy

Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are highly
competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection,
demonstration facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower
price might not look such good value

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price,
please bring it to our store managers’ attention. We will always endeavour to offer you
the best deal.

ww\w. sevenoakssoundanavision.co.uk
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HIFICHOICE

BUYER'S BIBLE

STEREO AMPLIFIERS

Integrated and pre/power amps

| Rotel

Amplifiers come in two basic forms:

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus

power amp combinations. Integrated
simply means that both pre and power
sections are in one box. There are definite
advantages to separating the low level,
delicate signals in the preamp from the
radiations of a power amp, so the more
ambitious designs come in two or more
cases. In some cases, each channel has its
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies:
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular
because of their practical and technical
advantages, but valves — aka tubes - live
on owing to aspects of sound quality that
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play
your music loud, use trannies; if you
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker
interfacing is power rating and speaker
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out
of speakers which present a difficult load.
As a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp

The main areas in which amps vary are:
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and
transparency. Timing is the ability to
present the attack and decay of each note
precisely; amps with strong timing have a
snap and coherence that is very appealing.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability
to portray variations in level between
individual notes and is different to dynamic
range (the difference between the loudest
and softest notes). Dynamically strong
amps tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or
three-dimensional an instrument or voice
sounds. The point of having two rather
than one speaker is to make it possible to
recreate the soundstage of the original
recording, thus amps that have strong
imaging skills can create a sonic space that
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most
obvious difference between amps. One amp
will present more subtlety than another,
but the drawback with using this as your
main criterion is that a forward or ‘bright’
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo
speakers do a remarkably good job of
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo

amps tend to be better at reproducing
music as they don't have the (electrical)
noise-inducing digital processing of AV
amps. AV amps cost three to four times as
much as stereo models of a similar quality.

0&A

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST
RESULTS?

All audio electronics perform
better when they are warmed
up, and this is particularly the
case when it comes to
amplifiers. If there's no way
that you can leave it on all the
time, make an effort to switch
it on at least 20 minutes
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND
BI-AMPING?

Bi-wiring is when you run
separate cables to the treble
and bass/mid terminals on the
speaker. In most instances, this
improves sound quality so long
as identical cables are used.
Bi-amping is using two stereo
amps to drive one pair of
speakers, using one amp to
drive the treble and the other
for the bass/mid sections of
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE
SOLITTLE POWER?

Valve amps are inherently low
powered in absolute terms — at
least when you compare them
to their transistor-based
cousins. But when partnered
with high-sensitivity
loudspeakers, they are quite
capable of producing perfectly
adequate head-banging levels.

Arcam

BEST BUY

'RA-02 £349
| A terrific budget integrated from Rotel’s
latest line-up. Offers pace, guts and finesse,
| wrapped up in a prettier package than one

i might traditionally expect from the marque.

106 | HI-Fi CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk

awards 2002

A75 DiVA Plus £470

One of the latest in Arcam’s long amplifier
lineage, and a sub-£500 star. Bass is more
propulsive than Arcams of old, coupled
with subtle attention to sonic detail.

9
A2la £899

Build quality is not very slick and it runs
uncomfortably hot. But don’t worry about
the low power specification - sound is in
the very top class.

| wssesesassassaaan

Arcam
A85/P85 £1,330

Bi-amp combo featuring Arcam’s £800
integrated and matching power amp. The
resulting sound is both robust and finely
detailed across myryad music types.
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Integrated amplifiers Z258¢g3c¢
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS a S8 85 8 :,
UP 70 £1,000
[E]  Arcam A65 Plus 370  Highly articulate and fluent, offers unusual insight for its price 5 40 232 .
[E]  Arcam DiVA A75 Plus 470 Quick, lively and well-presented amplifier, bass is sharper and more tuneful than its predecessor 5 50 224 o :
] Arcam DiVA A85 800  Much enhanced design topology gives a more hard-hitting, engaging sound than previous Arcams 7 85 214 .
Cyrus 5 500  An enjoyable amp that is assured and unflappable, although detail is unremarkable 7 45 205
Cyrus 7 700 Welcome return to form for the Cyrus stable: this is the best-sounding audio brick around 6 60 196
[ Denon PMA-255UK 140  Great beer-budget buy, with everything necessary for basic but decent high-fidelity opetation 5 30 208
(8] Exposure 2010 599  Neatly turned-out amplifier with mainstream appeal, but a bit on the bland side 6 50 214
Kenwood KAF-3030R 200 Kenwood's best amplifier for some years has a lean bass, but excellent mid and treble 5 50 217
Marantz PM8200 599  Warm, solid and likeable sound, with the occasional flash of steel when under pressure 5} 60 224
]  Musical Fidelity X-A2 500 A chip off the old block; sounds very similar to the X-A1 and XA-100R 6 75 208
5 Myryad 2140 450  Slimline beauty with genuine integrity and coherence, if relatively limited power G 50 232
NAD C320BEE 220 Spirited and enthusiastic amp with slight bass hump and a sound that will suit relaxed speakers 7 50 232
[]  NAD C350 300  Atypical NAD: refined, warm tonality, adequate detail and a strong power yield 7 60 208
] NADC370 450  Flexible, ultra high-power integrated amplifier delivers a real punch, but is not without finesse 6 120 217
Naim Nait 5 825  Asalways with the Nait, less is more, and the Nait 5's 30 watts seem to go a lot further with some sources 6 30 214
5]  Primare A10 500 Beautifully made, smooth and easy sounding, and though not overtly detailed it is well organised musically 6 50 208
Roksan Kandy KA-1 475 Power with control, barely compromised by a small degree of dryness 6 120 205
[]]  Roksan Caspian 795 Mainstream Roksan line level amp works well under most circumstances 6 70 201
] Rotel RA-931 MKII 189 Simple, non-remote amp majors on clarity and transparency, without sounding over-analytical 4 35 208
(] Rotel RA-02 349  Agile and capable slimline design with an engaging sound that draws you into the music 4 40 232
| Sugden A21a 899  This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence — an authentic classic 5 25 224
ABOVE £1,000
[ Arcam FMJA32 1,150  Remarkably flexible and well-featured, with excellent sound quality for the price 7 100 228
(5] | ATC SIA2-150 2,375  Starkly revealing powerhouse that eats most integrateds for breakfast 5 150 228
Canary Audio CA-608 2,250  If you value the grand scheme of things and appreciate a bit of dynamic vigour this could be the amp for you 4 24 202
Marantz PM-14 MKl Kl 2,000  Highly sophisticated and well equipped, with a refined and relaxed sound quality that's hard to resist 7 100 228
[ Primare A30.1 1,500  Smooth, detailed singing quality, elegant appearance and healthy power yield 6 100 214
(5] | YBA Intégre 1,550  Careful system matching is essential, but this is definitely one of the good guys 6 50 214

nur favourlte [ 6Roup TEST BEST BUY [] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE =] NEW GEAR REVIEW

STEREO AMPLIFIERS

Pre/power amplifiers FHEHEEIEE:
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 3 5 3 s B 2|3
UP 10 £2,000
(] Arcam A85/P85 1,330  Integrated/power amp combo won'’t suit all systems, but delivers classic A85 virtues plus extra gravitas and range 7 85 225
Arcam FMJ A32/P35 1,980  One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 7 100 227
ATC CA2 750  Stripped-down version of ATC's range topper delivers considerable transparency and bandwidth. Excellent value 5 221
[ Creek P43R/A43 900  Great value, with a particularly impressive way with dynamics 6 140 212
[ Croft Vitali/Series 5C 2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency 3! 30 216
Cyrus aCA7.5/Smart Power 1,250 Great for classical, jazz, and existing Cyrus owners 7 60 212
5] Densen Beat 200/300 1,985 Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 6 OPT OPT 100 216
Musical Fidelity X-P100 800  Good long-term listening prospects; detailed and with a little fruitiness 6 200
Musical Fidelity A308CR 3,898 Bold-looking design with an absence of sonic signature that proves there is life after Nuvista 4 250 231
Myryad MP100/MA240 1,600 Smart finish and impeccable manners, smooth, clean performance 6 120 212
NAD Silverline S100/S200 2,000 Beautifully built kit that sounds as good as it looks, with heaps of power 7 200 200
Naim NAC112/NAP150 1,425 Clean, clever simplicity, plus a very well-balanced sound that's much sweeter than earlier Naims 6 50| 213
[ Rothwell Indus/Rubicon 1,488 Quirky valve combo with passive pre-amp has a lovely neutrality and consistency across a wide dynamic range 6 10 216

[ET3W LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer’s rated output in watts per channel
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Pre/power amplifiers £§2z283c¢
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS % i E E. 5 E %
ABOVE £2,000
Audio Note M2Phono/P2SE 2,698  Wonderfully natural and inviting sound with great warmth and drama, but limited loudness capability 4 18 216
Audio Research LS25/VT100 12,199 This is not so much a fine valve amp, as a fine amplifier, full stop (LS25 MKINVT100 MKkIl) 6 100 216
AVI S2000M 2,398  This preamp/monoblock pairing does most things very well and images better than most 5 150 221
Border Patrol P20 6,750 Muscular 300B P-P design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best 20 231
Bryston BP20/3B-ST 2,850 Recommended for pretty much any demanding application 8 120 212
[] Bryston BP-20/4BST 3,375 Quick, articulate and powerful, this is an excellent all-round amp which controls difficult loudspeakers superbly 8 250 230
[Z]  Electrocompaniet EC4.7/120DMB 3,448 Bulky Norwegian combo has wonderful transparency, wide dynamic range and fine musical tension 6 120 216
Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 700 234
Mark Levinson No380/No334 9,490 Pre has precision and warmth with unusual configurability, power has refinement, authority and transparency to spare 6 125 195
Naim NAP500 10,995 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 140 208
Naim NAC552 11,750 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience 6 233
[]  Primare A30.1/A30.2 2,700  Powerful, smooth, though slightly uneven with some speakers, but excellent control and separation in others 6 100 225
[5]  TAG McLaren DPA32R/250MR 4,940 In a class of its own for extendibility and it's tremendously subtle, though it can sound constrained dynamically 6 250 230
]  T+APA1520R 2,400 Powerful, punchy amp that has many positive qualities, but sometimes seems to try too hard 8 260 230

AV AMPLIFIERS

Surround sound amps for music and movies

The multichannel, surround sound or

AV amplifier is a popular option,

thanks to the success of the DVD
player and home cinema. Now you can buy
five channels or more of amplification for
the price of two. Now that multichannel
music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to
be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an
amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio,
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do,
then check out a multichannel amp and
speaker set-up — they're stunning with
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily
for movies and come with digital
processing for the various soundtrack
formats — Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue),
Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete
surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel
formats. More ambitious designs also offer
THX post processing, designed to emulate
the sound of the mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are
compressed, limiting their high-fidelity

3 3 4 M 4 a hA e
eerdries ¢ ¢ ¢ - FT™
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potential. This is why new formats SACD
and DVD-A, which don't use ‘lossy’
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll
on analogue formats. The best multichannel
amps for music are often the simplest, but
any that offer a complete bypass option
with six-channel input are suitable. It's also
worth looking at real power — five or seven
channels of amplification are not easy to
produce with a feeble power supply, and
the cheaper amps in particular often fail to
live up to the claims.

0&A

HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers
you want. Multichannel music
discs come with six or 5.1
channels, but for new movies,
7.1 systems are where it's at.
7.1 set-ups also mean you have
speakers directly behind you —
preferable for music discs.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AND AN AV AMP?

Processors don't have amplifi-
cation on board and you need
separate power amps. AV amps
and receivers have processing
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1

IN 5.1 STAND FOR?

This is the LFE (low frequency
effects) or bass channel that is
reproduced by a subwoofer.

with stereo. There are some very decent
integrated options below £1,000, though
the best (and most costly) route is to buy
a separate processor and power amp(s).
Or you can add AV amplification to a
stereo model you can't bear to part with.

With DVD-Audio and SACD offering
highquality multichannel music,
surround sound is no longer just a home
cinema thing. An increasing number of
people want to build a multichannel
system that will do their music as well as

their movie DVDs justice, and the
number of AV products delivering
sufficient quality is on the increase. But
most aren't cheap - building a top-quality
system with five or more channels is
inevitably more expensive than sticking
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i Denon
Pioneer Marantz AVC-ATSR £3,000 Arcam —
VSX-D2011 £900 SR9200 £2 :OOO Denon’s AV behemoth is arguably the best AV8/P7 £5,498
A feature-packed receiver, and a great Few AV receivers manage to sound as integrated multichannel amp to date — A fantastic achievement from this
sounding one to boot. Currently the best musical as this one. A top all-rounder and superbly cinematic and one of the very few respected UK brand — an AV processor and
AV amp below £1,000 for music and video. an excellent multichannel solution. with genuine “hi-fi’ music credentials. seven-channel power amp par excellence.

our favourite (=] GROUP TEST BEST BUY (=] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE B3 NEW GEAR REVIEW

| __ SPECIFICATIONS |

AV AMPLIFIERS
Multichannel amplifiers g 2 £z
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS S 8= 4
INTEGRATED AV AMPS
2] Arcam AVR200 800  Upgraded AVR100 with Dolby Pro-Logic Il and some bass management. Great for stereo, a bit bass-light for multichannel 6 70 229
Denon AVC-A11SR 1,800  Feature-packed with superb spatial processing, combined with powerful, though slightly opague overall audio quality 1 235
[E]  Denon AVC-A1SR 3,000  An AV amp with genuine high-res hi-fi credentials. Includes a ground-breaking ‘wide bandwidth’ digital audio link 8 170 232
(2] Harman Kardon AVR 5500 749 Powerful-sounding receiver with come clever features, such as an automatic set-up, but a bit hard-edged 8 85 229
(2] Marantz SR-5000 430 Something of a rough diamond, but a powerful and entertaining package 5 105 198
(2] Marantz SR9200 2,000  Powerful, cool-running UK-customised THX receiver with spacious, relaxed sound quality with music and movies alike 9 235
[l NADT761 650  First-rate home cinema amp that sounds more powerful than its specs imply, and competes with specialist stereo amps 9 80 223
[ Onkyo TX-DS989 2,850  Authority personified, excellent AV signal processing, but sound quality a tad unsubtle 9 160 210

Pioneer VSX-D2011 900 Qutstanding sonic performance for the price and a remarkable features list to boot 10 140 235
Pioneer VSA-AX10 2,700  Seven channel tour de force with automatic speaker set up and eq, excellent with music, movies and DVD-A/SACD 8 150 229
[0 sonyVA-777ES 1,500  Smart circuitry gives this model unusual precision and transparency, and it is a fine all-rounder 9 100 210
AV PROCESSORS AND POWER AMPS
Arcam AV8/P7 5,498  State-of-the-art processor (£2,999) and seven-channel power amp (£2,499). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235
Bryston SP1/9B THX 7,100  Stripped-back 5.1 channel processor/amp combo reaches genuine audiophile heights 6 OPT 120 219

Cyrus AV8 1,100  Arefined and listenable processor that will integrate into an existing hi-fi system with ease 9 235
Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230
[ Myryad MDPS00MA240/360 3,799  Superb three-box, five-channel AV amplifier. Great with movies and beats most multichannel amps hands down with music 9 OPT 120 215
5] Roksan DSP/5 champ/VSU 2,440  Clean, powerful stereo expanded seamlessly, if without distinction, to 5.1 channels 4 80 210
TAG McLaren AV32R EX 2,994 Flexible AV processor, unusually good with music. Excellent for multichannel system in standard or seven-channel ‘EX" form 6 215

(2 TXY 7A@ RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp
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Olsons new Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional
hi-fi audio markets.

Each unit is fitted with a 10A mains R.F.I. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.
¥ Robust steel construction [
¥13A Sockets -
¥ 10A Panel Mount Fuse ‘

|

|

TYPE NO. NO. OF SOCKETS OVERALL LENGTH PRICE

¥ RFI 10A Mains Filter & Surge Suppressor e

¥ External Earth Stud
¥2m x 1.5mm Screened Cable
¥ UK Plug - 10A Fuse Fitted

.  Call 020 8905 7273
¥ Specials to order a \ F
k & PHOUR SERVICE. VISA, MASTERCARD
Hain = OLSON ELECTRONICS LIMITED 4
L [nlnl“alnment —|POWER VERDICT OLSON HOUSE, 490 HONEYPOT LANE, 4 i AND SWITCH ACCEFTED.
UP Sesss STANMORE, MIDDX HA7 14X #

TEL: 020 8905 7273  FAX: 020 8952 1232 VISA B &
ome Entertainment, May 2001 email: sales@olson.co.uk www.olson.co.uk & =
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ADVERTISEMENT

Five Stars for Value

Does the best price always mean the best deal?
Ask the UK's top twenty specialist hi-fi dealers.

“I thought | had this
buying hi-fi business
sorted out. | bought all
the hi-fi magazines and
read them thoroughly,
because | reckoned their
experts knew exactly
what they were talking
about - at least a lot
more than | did! It was
reassuring to see the
same product names
cropping up reqularly and
| figured the writers'
experience and guidance
would steer me straight
to the system of my
dreams. The trouble is
I've ended up more
confused than when

| started".

ne reviewer said a product | fancied
was absolutely brilliant but

another said it was nothing special at all.
How can that be? Surely one CD player is
pretty much the same as another? And
how can a loudspeaker that's one
magazine's top recommendation not get
so much as a mention in any of the others?
I don't mind admitting it, I'm completely
lost."

Plan B - I'm going for a deal

"So, I've decided to adopt plan B. I'm sure
there can't be any really dramatic
differences between all this gear and it's all
bound to work together properly, so I'm
going to check the price lists and the
adverts and shop around for the best deal.
| know getting the right hi-fi is important
hey, I'm as mad about music as anyone but
if I can get close to the mark and save a
few quid, I'm sure I'll end up with a good
system and be happy. | know there are
specialist shops out there that do
demonstrations and reckon they've got all
the solutions but, to be honest, I'm a bit
scared of going to one. I'd really welcome
some advice and guidance but | don't know
all the technical jargon and I'd feel daft
sitting there trying to 'hear the differences’
if | couldn't. Anyway, a friend told me that
these shops only sell the really expensive
gear and that they're not interested if you
don't have loads of money to spend."

And so another hi-fi buyer starts his
journey down the road to dissatisfaction,
endless upgrades and a permanent
overdraft.

There is only one way to buy a hi-fi system
that will prove satisfying, reliable and

deliver true value for money, and that's
through a specialist hi-fi dealer. Let's face it,
you wouldn't think about buying a car if you
couldn't take it for a test drive. You wouldn't
buy a house solely on the strength of seeing
the estate agent's details and a photograph.
Even if you're spending far less, say buying
a jacket or a pair of shoes, you want to try
them on to make sure they fit you.

Buying a hi-fi system is no different. It
doesn't matter what the specifications say
or what the ‘experts’ think: if it doesn't
measure up to what you want from a
system, then it's not the right choice.
Knowing that you've bought a room full of
five-star favourites or best-buys is no
consolation when you can't bear to listen to
them for more than five minutes. Even that
ten per cent discount on the price won't
make them sound any better.

Buying or being sold to?

Mind you, most of us are easily suckered
when it comes to buying hi-fi. Given the
choice of venturing into the unknown
territory of a specialist dealer's shop and
exerting some influence over what we buy,
or taking what looks like the easy route
having adverts and magazine reviews push
us along a path sweetened with discounts
and special offers - we opt for the latter.
We don't buy a system, we allow ourselves
to be sold one. We side-line our own ideas
about quality and personal satisfaction and
buy someone else's opinion of what's good
for us and good value for our money.

Take control!

Now there's a group of long-established,
independent specialist dealers who are



CC You wouldn't think about
buying a car if you couldn't
take it for a test drive. You
wouldn't buy a house solely
on the strength of seeing the
estate agent's details. ”

totally committed to putting the customer
back in the driving seat. They're
encouraging the buyer to take control with a
little help and guidance provided where
required. They know how difficult it can be
to establish the true quality and worth of hi-
fi and home cinema systems. They know
that without experiencing the performance
of the systems they offer, you can't possibly
assess the value of them. That's why their
idea of ‘selling’ is to play the systems for
you and allow you to be the judge.

Listening to your choice of music in a
peaceful, well organised demonstration
room, you may be surprised and, almost

certainly, relieved to discover how easy it

is to hear the differences between
components and between systems. With the
dealer's help and advice you will be able to
make a clear and informed decision about
what to buy. It comes down to trusting your
own judgement rather than the opinion of a
reviewer you've never met ... and who won't
refund your money if you're not satisfied or
be at the end of a phone to sort out any
problems you might encounter.

The story doesn't end there. These shops
won't abandon you once you've put your
hand into your pocket. They won't leave you
to set up the system you've selected as best
you can. They'll install it in your home, make
sure it sounds great, and make sure that
you're entirely happy with the way it works.

Why bother?

There is, of course, one question that
hasn't been answered: why should you and
these dealers go to all this trouble? Well,
from your point of view maybe it's because
a good deal is about a great deal more than
just price. unless you've got money to burn,

TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS

STAR QUALITIES
* ok k k Kk
* k ok * K

VALUE FOR MONEY
SERVICE

FACILITIES * k&K K

VERDICT * ok & k &

you'll be living with your new system for
years - years during which most of those
five star products will probably stop shining
quite so brightly. As far as the dealers are
concerned, maybe they believe that taking
care of their customers properly is a nicer
way of doing business than just handing
over boxes.

Listed below are 20 of the best hi-fi shops
in the country. They all have lots of stars.
You'll find them on the shop floor: they're
the people waiting to guide customers
towards hi-fi that will give them years of
musical enjoyment and total satisfaction.

LONDON

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI
190a New North Road
020 7226 5500

SW11

ORANGES & LEMONS
61/63 Webbs Road, Battersea
020 7924 2040

W4 MARTIN-KLEISER
109 Chiswick High Road
020 8400 5555

SOUTH

Ashford, Kent
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI

40 High St. 01233 624441
Beaconsfield MARTIN-KLEISER
9 London End

01494 681300
Chelmsford

RAYLEIGH HI-FI

216 Moulsham Street
01245 265245

East Grinstead

AUDIO DESIGNS

26 High St. 01342 314569
Kingston-upon-Thames
INFIDELITY

9 High Street Hampton Wick
020 8943 3530

Lakeside Retail Park
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

Dansk International
Furniture World

01708 680551

Rayleigh, Essex
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

44a High St. 01268 779762
Ringwood, Hampshire
PHONOGRAPHY

Star Lane 01425 461230
Southend-on-Sea
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

132/4 London Road

01702 435255

Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI
213-217 Tarring Road
01903 245577

MIDLANDS

Banbury OVERTURE

3 Church Lane

01295 272158
Birmingham

SOUND ACADEMY

152a High Street, Bloxwich
01922 493499

Leicester CYMBIOSIS

6 Hotel St. 0116 262 3754
Northampton LISTEN INN
32 Gold St. 01604 637871
Shrewsbury

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 Dogpole 01743 241924

NORTH

Cheadle THE AUDIO WORKS
14 Stockport Road

0161 428 7887

Oldham AUDIO COUNSEL
12/14 Shaw Road

0161 633 2602

Sheffield

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS

184 Fitzwilliam St

0114 275 6048

York SOUND ORGANISATION
2 Gillygate 01904 627108

SCOTLAND

Edinburgh

RUSS ANDREWS HI-FI
34 Northumberland Street
0131 557 1672

Glasgow STEREO STEREO
260 St. Vincent Street
0141 248 4079

N. IRELAND
Belfast LYRIC HI-FI
161 Stranmillis Road
028 90 381296
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While loudspeakers are relatively

straightforward in construction, they

have one of the most difficult jobs in
hi-fi — turning an electrical signal into an
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more
drive units in a box that usually has a port
in it to make life easier for the cone in your
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this
arrangement include panel speakers, which
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and
horns, which use drive units in complex
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have
greater internal volume which can
translate into greater efficiency and/or
bass extension, but less substantial designs
also introduce cabinet resonance and thus
distortion. But they don't need stands and
therefore have the aesthetic edge.
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate
and often score in terms of imaging and
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning

The closer the speaker is to a wall, the
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for
placement and experimentation will yield
the best results. Altering the angle at
which the speakers face the listener can
also make a difference to balance and
stereo image.

Going multichannel

Many stereo speakers can be augmented
with centre and surround channels from
the same brand to create a multichannel
system. The most important element is a
centre channel, which needs to match the
stereo pair as closely as possible. For the
best musical results, surrounds should be
as per the front left and right channels, but
if space or funds don't permit, smaller
designs can be used quite effectively.

Though some speakers have a power rating,
this isn't as informative as a rating for how
difficult they are to drive, nor does it
indicate wattage extremes for the
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Speaker pairs for stereo sound

Choosing speakers

Because speakers and the rooms they are
used in vary so much, choosing a pair
tends to be quite subjective. To find some
that will suit you, try to listen to a good
variety to hear how they differ, and if
possible, audition some at home. Tonal
balance tends to vary the most, but is less
important than more subtle factors such as
timing and dynamics. Finally, listen with
your ears not your eyes — great-looking
speakers aren't necessarily great sounding.

Spikes

Floorstanding speakers and stands have
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid
coupling with the floor. These have the
advantage of draining resonance from the
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can
result in more vibration getting back to the
electronics and often cause the floor to
resonate as well.

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An
above-average (A+) speaker will work with
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average
(A) speaker will need 50W or more, and a
below average (A-) speaker could require
100W plus to sound its best. These are
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?

No, see the box on power for
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST
FOR SMALL ROOMS?

Those designed to work close
to the wall will be smoother in
confined spaces. Speakers that
have relatively dry, tight bass
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST
FOR BIG ROOMS?

Big, efficient, easy-to-drive
designs are more likely to be
able to fill a room better than
compact models.

DO | NEED TO BUY CENTRE
AND SURROUND CHANNELS
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're
wanting to create a
homogenous surround sound
experience, where voices don't
change when they move from
one channel to another.
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Tannoy Dynaudio
Mercury MX3-M £230 Audience 42 £400 FB1 £1,410 Signature 805 £2,250
Could be more dynamic, but beautifully It might be expensive for a vinyl-covered A well-built floorstander that delivers the You won't get this degree of resolution out |
balanced and voiced floorstander that miniature, but it’s an aristocrat among the goods sonically, with the sort of subtlety of a wider bandwidth speaker at anywhere

offers low midband coloration and good breed, and we’d be surprised if there’s a and delicacy that’s likely to have strong near the price, and most of your music will
transparency at a very modest price. better small speaker around for the price. audiophile appeal. sound considerably better through them.
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Stereo speakers 5 £ 38 g 3¢
STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS % % S g § E E %
UPT0 £1,000
[ Acoustic Energy AegisEvo 1 180 An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 19,36,24 A 30 226
AR S20 150 Might not have the most dynamic sound around, but it's an honest and effective musical communicator 20,37,28 A 28 215
Audio Note AZ One 449 Delivers music with great gusto and enthusiasm, but also more than its fair share of coloration 23,83,29 A 30 215
[E]  AVIBiggatron Red Spot 599  Good bass coherence and timing, but the lean and decidedly forward balance won't be to every taste 19.5,37,30 A 30 211
[ Baw DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20, 33,23 A 23 226
[ B&WDM602 S3 300  Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,4929 A 25 234
B B&W DM309 330 Al the grace and punch of the smaller DM303 — a suberb floorstander for the money 20x91x30 A 60 235
(] B&W DMB03 S3 600 Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 209129 1 @ (A- 25 231
B&W CDM-1NT 750 An uncommonly stylish and sonically self-effacing standmount that should be very easy to live with 22,40,29 A 30 208
Blueroom Minipod 249 Wonderfully blobular styling aside, it's hard not to fall for the Minipod’s openness, expression and detail 18,34,17 A 50 ®| 225
Castle Durham 3 399 A very attractive near-miniature wallmount with a lively and communicative disposition — lots of fun 19,37,22 A 45 227
(5] Celestion A Compact 600  Provided the room isn't too large and your tastes not too heavy, this is a charming little number 17,2421 A- 45 ® 193
[E]  Dynaudio Audience 42 400 = An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 215
() DynaudioAudience 62 729 Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically — lightweight, but clean and dextrous 20,86,26 Al30, @ 231
(5] | Elac JET 205 650  Sweet, smooth, clean and delicate tweeter justifies hefty price tag, but a little lacking in warmth and body overall  20,33,29 A 40 231
Energy e:XL 25 400  Neat slimline design delivers a fine all-round performance for the price, but could sound smoother 15,87,31 A- 25 201
] EposM12 499  Retains the beguiling midband coherence that made the ES12 such a favourite. A genuine class act 20,38,26 A 40 215
[E]  Heybrook Optima 259 A dumpy ugly duckling with a heart of gold. Deserves a better tweeter, but communicates well 22,88,29 A+ 30 193
] Heybrook Heylios 269 Classically styled standmount has a fine balance of smoothness and dynamics, plus real wood veneer 24,36,27 A+ 25 201
Heybrook Duet 750 Looks slightly old-fashioned and sounds a bit coloured, but its fine timing and liveliness serve music well 23,4330 A+ 27 199
] Infinity Alpha 30 300 Some sharpness and nasality, but fine musical literacy plus a good measure of dynamic expression 22,86,29 A 30 | 215
Jamo E 850 400 A tad bright perhaps, but a cleverly conceived and good-looking speaker at a very reasonable price 188734 @« A- 30 224
] JBL Xti40 430  Real wood and a cute shape, with a punchy driving bass and a restrained overall balance 23,82,31 A 40 210
[E]  JMLab Chorus 715 529 A fine all-rounder, this compact floorstander is lively and well balanced with good dynamic drive and grip 20,94,28 @ A- 22 ®| 227
JMIab Cobalt 816 899 A little lean, cool and bright, but has righteous dynamic expression and lively communication skills 22,99,29 A 22 224
[l KeFQ1 250 | Stylish if slightly small-sounding stand-mount with fine midband coherence; works well close to a wall 22,35,30 A 30 v234
[E]  Mission m71 129 Neat-looking and very discreet-sounding at a very nice price; experiment for best placement 17,29,28 A 40 5 226
[ Mission m73 199  Good-looking floorstander. Dynamics are a little limp, but it has a good overall balance. Excellent value for money 20,88,31 Al 25 @ 215
Mission m51 300 Distinctive and dynamic — not the last world in subtlety but enjoyable with both music and video sources 21,32,34 A+ 58 228
Mission 782 699  Ultra-compact floorstander has a glorious midband and slightly odd bass. Good communication skills 17,82,28 A 25 199
[E]  Monitor Audio Bronze 2 180 A real corker, which combines solid material value for money with a fine all-round sonic performance 19,35,27 A 30 207
Monitor Audio Bronze 3 270 Good value with better dynamic expression than most of its ilk 19,87,24 A 30' 215
Mordaunt Short MS914 300 An even and open loudspeaker that is both detailed and precise. A budget gem 21,90,27 A 50 234

BJTAY (3@ SIZE WxHxD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus ACT Active — the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes — the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE
SPACE The speakers work best away from wali(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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Let Practical Hi-Fi help you

Brmg Cinema Home...

ABSOLUTELY IMPARTIAL - EXCELLENT RANGE OF »  SPECIALISTS IN HOME > DEMONSTRATION ROOMS
GUIDANCE EQUIPMENT CINEMA IN ALL SHOPS

PART EXCHANGES ARE »  MULTI-ROOM AND " UP TO THREE YEARS " INTEREST-FREE CREDIT
WELCOME INSTALLATION SERVICE WARRANTY FACILITIES *

*Subject to status - on selected i Written quotati ilable on request.

* MANCHESTER: 65 Bridge Street / 0161 839 8869 (Sunday Opening - 1Znoon to 4.00pm)

* PRESTON: 43 Friargate / 01772 883958 * WARRINGTON: 88 Bridge Street / 01925 632179
* CARLISLE: 106 English Street / 01228 544792 * BLACKPOOL: 81 Whitegate Drive / 01253 300599
e LANCASTER: 84 Penny Street / 01524 39657 e BOLTON: 33 Knowsley Street / 01204 395789

http://www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk
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[ Neat Petite Ill 845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,31,20 A 30 211
Opera SP-1 525 A strong case for serious hi-fi with curves. Sound is clear, crisp and detailed 16,29,23 A 50 225
1 pmcTB2 700 A worthy successor to the TB1, which sets a high standard in its size/type for neutrality and transparency 20,4131 A 30 21 1
Sonus Faber Concerto Home 999 ' Looks good and sounds better. Great midband communication skills, well aligned for close-to-wall siting 24,36,34 A 40 233
Spendor S3 600 Beautifully voiced, unboxy, lacks some dynamic and loudness capabilities. Best suited to small rooms 17,31,21 A- 30 224
] Tannoy mx2 150 Surprisingly refined considering its very modest price: very communicative with outstanding midband delicacy ~ 19,33,25 A 45 207
[E]  Tannoy Revolution R2 400 Bargain price real wood floorstander is beautifully voiced and very even-handed, if a tad laid back 17,9424 A- 20 193
Tannoy Eyris 1 600 Pricey but very cute wallmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 17, 35, 26 A+ 227
Tannoy Eyris 2 999  This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 17,91,26 A 20 231 -
] Tannoy Mercury mX3-M 229  Beautifully balanced and voiced, with low coloration and good transparency, but could be more dynamic 19,8725 A+ 45 234
] Triangle Antal XS 875  Ugly duckling has a rather tasty sound, with plenty of vigour and excitement 22,108,30 A- 40 219
Wharfedale Diamond 8.2 150 Sonically a bit crude and in yer face, but neat styling and plenty of speaker for your money 21,37,25 A- 30 226
=] Arcaydis Concept 2 1,199  Solid oak floorstander is a little lazy sounding, but is well balanced and smooth with modest coloration 19,90,26 A-1 25 211
(5] ATC SCM20 SL 2,051 Not too transparent, but has great dynamic grip and bass to die for. Needs a powerful amp 24,4433 A- 65 219
ATC SCM10A 1,269  Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 23,39,31 A 45 221
ATC SCM50A SL 7,255 350W of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 35,72,48 A 38 218
Audio Note AN-E/D 1,520  This classic large standmount might have throwback aesthetics, but it delivers an exceptional all-round sound ~ 36,79,28 A+ 20 204
(2] Audio Note AN-J/SPe 1,675  Retro styling, but a vigorous and dynamic performer that creates fine musical tension 33,59,25 A 38 219
5]  B&W Nautilus 805 1,400 A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and ‘unboxy’, delivering loads of detail 24,42,31 A 28 199
B&W Nautilus 802 6,000 Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder’s art. Needs real power, but gives real sound 39,111,55 A- 34 183
(5]  B&W Nautilus 801 8,500  The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 52,111,69 A- 34 186
B&W Nautilus 800 11,000  Unequivocal challenge for world domination. One of the most revealing speakers around 45,120,65 A- <20 231
B&W Signature 805 2,250  Staggering transparency and resolution for the money, one of the best standmounts money can buy 24,42,34 A- 42 232
BC Acoustique Araxe 1,300  Neat compact floorstander is a very lively communicator, if a little short on deep bass grunt 21,92,30 A- 40 204
[]  Castle Harlech S2 1,000  Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 20,96,33 A 50 219
5]  CastleHoward S3 1,350 A solid all-rounder with uniquely spacious imaging, bit pricey compared to some though 21,99, 32 A+ 38 229
(5]  Dali Noble 1,059  Easy on the eye and the ear, but unerringly musical. Some might prefer harder-hitting dynamics and bass 18,117,283 A 4 225
(5] Dali Evidence 870 1,249 A real heavyweight, sonically and physically, and good for movies as well as music 25,106,36 A- 20 204
5] Dynaudio Audience 82 1.460  Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential 22, 106, 36 A 30 229
] Dynaudio Contour 1.3 MKl 1,198 Outstanding performer among compact standmounts; neutral, with fine punch and dynamic range 20,38,29 A- 45 219
[ Excel 202A 1,795 Very pro-styling, a compact active monitor in the BBC tradition — neutral, unboxy and laid back 15,21.5,36 ACT 25 214
Harbeth Super HL5 1,699  Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 33,64,31 A 30 233
(] Infinity Intermezzo 2.6 1,600  Bi-amp speaker sounds laid back and ‘disappears’ acoustically; highly enjoyable, looks and sounds great 25,38,29 A+ 27 233
JBLTi-2K 1,250  Solid standmount with boat-tail rear end and highly detailed, spacious sound alongside weighty bass 42,28,42 A 45 230
] JMiab Cobalt 826 1,279  Big three-way French floorstander is lively, informative and mostly neutral, if a tad bright 22,103,34 A- 35 219
JMlab Micro Utopia 3,349  Superb top-of-the-line standmount with magnificent powers of analysis and communication; no deep bass 26,43,41 A- 50 220
(5] Linn Katan Aktiv/LK140 2,325 Too small to have much grunt or loudness, but bright top is very sweet, clean and detailed 17,34,23 ACT 40 214
[E]  Living Voice Avatar 2,700  Dynamic and highly resolved, yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 22,104,27 A+ 40 218
BANDOR Luxury Drivers BANDOR loudspeakers - the specialist product of

an Englishwoman with 36 years experience in the field
- embody numerous features which ensure excellent
performance. Cone, voice-coil former and voice-coil
are formed from aluminium alloy, providing good heat
dissipation and low thermal compression. Bandor
originated the use of a thin, curvilinear, anodised, spun

CONe. © Doreen Bance Joroan 1982
Posessing outstanding ability to reproduce transients faithfully, and
reproduce a wide frequency band, the 50mm unit covers 100Hz-20kHz,
allowing flexibility in the choice of crossover frequency for multiple-
driver loudspeakers: e.g. 200Hz (or lower for modest power handling)
-~ © NEW PRODUCT may be chosen, thus avoiding the critical zone 1-4 kHz where phase
\ 15" Bass Driver. errors are most audible, and assists in securing good imaging. In the

| 300+ watts power  bass drivers, generous Xmax values allow the realistic reproduction of
handling the pedal organ and bass drum, when correctly loaded. A manufacturer
flon“,”?ous) RMS. who uses Bandor exclusively, advertises that his sales are mostly to
uminium cone, i i
humidity proof professmnal musicians.. Website design and maintenance by
| Adi J Jord
Impedence 4 ohms  For full brochure please contact BANDOR MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS e boarnanor.com
+ 8 ohms res. 11 Penfold Cottages, Penfold Lane, Holmer Green, Bucks. HP15 6XR © Bandor Miniature Loudspeakers 1983
- - o wouss8Y frequency (fo) 15Hz  Tel: 01494 714 058 Fax: 01494 715 903 Email: bandor @netcom.co.uk il e

|
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Living Voice Avatar OBX-R = 4,000  Discreet, but extremely fine design with external crossover and an affinity with great amps and sources 22,104,27 A+ 45 196
] Meridian M33 1,560  Compact active wallmount packs remarkable dynamic vigour into a very discreet package 15,38,22 ACT 45 214
Naim Allae 1,990  Chunky little floorstander has a ‘cold’ overall balance, but remarkable powers of musical analysis 24,9428 A 40 229
Naim NBL 6,925  Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative, with an awesome dynamic range and dry, forward balance  29,116.47 A- 20 200
Naim SL-2 4,995  Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package 28,103,33 A- 20 232
Neat Ultimatum MF9 8,500  Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and fine open neutrality 22,150,40 A- 20 226
[ PMCLB1 1,150  Still fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic ~ 17.5,53,26 A- 40 199
[ PMCFBY 1410  Has the lively coherence of a simple two-way, alongside impressive bass weight and extension 20,105,31 A 20 204
(] PMCAMLI 3,700  Sparkling active Pro monitor with serious attitude, ‘in yer face’ balance and great dynamics 20,40,32 A 25 214
Royd Revelation RR2 1,199  Pretty little floorstander delivers genuinely deep bass without ‘thump’; lovely clean, open midband too 19,89,18 A- 20 221
Ruark Prologue Il 1,250  Attractive shape with a punchy and unusually open and neutral sound that's impressively free from harshness  22.5,96,24 A+ 40 229
[5]  Ruark CL20 1,650  This punchy rock'n'roller has plenty of drive and enthusiasm, but can sound aggressive 23,93,34 A 38 219
[F  Snell E5Mk2 1,520  Large floorstander has serious deep bass extension, and also a delicate midband with low coloration 22,109.30 A 20 211
Spendor SP2/3e 1,295  Large standmount is polite to a fault, but has beautiful ‘hear-through’ transparency — a genuine classic 28,55,33 A+ 50 219
(5]  Spendor S8 1,700  Classic midband neutrality and transparency, the S8 has great subtlety and fine bass grunt too 23,92,32 A+ 40 229
Spendor S9 2,500  Meaty three-way with superb bass and explicit mid — one for detail fans 24,99.8,38 A+ 37 223
TAG McLaren F1 17,995  Oddball aesthetics with accurate, unflappable, controlled and consistent sonic neutrality 40,127,48 A- 25 202
Tannoy Dimension TD10 5,000  Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 35,101,37 A- 38 215
Tannoy Dimension TD12 6,500  Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality — a tour de force 42,126,41 A- 23 225
[ Tannoy ST-100 1,200  This add-on supertweeter adds a subtle and delicate effect while broadening the soundstage, but at a price 15,10.5,6 A+ NA 206
[ T+ATalis TLS3 1,799  Super-slim and beautifully engineered metal towers deliver marvellous musical results with superb imaging 15,130,17 A 30 225
Vandersteen 2Ce Sig 1,990  Very superior midband neutrality, impressive freedom from boxiness and splendid stereophony. A classic 41,109, 26 A- 30 229
Veritas H3 6,000  Loads of fun with wonderful dynamic and temporal integrity from horn-loaded Lowther drivers 30,110.47 A+ 50 191
[}l Vienna Acoustics Mozart = 1,500 Gorgeous slimline floorstander sounds very laid back, but also very charming and musical 17,97,30 A- 25 199
Waterfall Victoria 1,500  Glass enclosures go with any decor. The Victorias make music in a confident and involving way 21,100,21 A 45 225
Wilson Benesch Chimera 15,000  Elegant with lovely sonic delicacy and plenty of weight too. Works best at low levels, but a difficult load to drive  24,145,55 A- 20 234
Wilson benesch Discovery 5,500  Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 2347,38 A- 45 212

AV SPEAKERS

Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

116 | HI-FI CHOICE

Multichannel speaker systems have a

front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1)
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a
subwoofer. For best results, each of these
speakers bar the sub should be identical.
The problem is that few surround systems
are dedicated to music and perform a
home cinematic role as well, meaning the
centre speaker has to sit above or below a

video monitor. Centre channels are
usually wide and short for this reason.

This should not be a barrier to great
surround for music and movies however,
as many brands make centre channels with
a very close sound to their L/R designs.

Music vs movies
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music
recordings tend to be mastered with

Ideally you should set up surround speakers
with as much care as you would stereo sys-
tems, but practical issues tend to have a signif-
icant bearing on surround and centre speaker
placement. Surround channels can be floor-
standing or wallmounted, and centres usually
have to perch on the TV or underneath it.
Given these limitations, adjust your L/R front

speakers to give the best tonal match with the
centre. If there's more than just you listening,
‘toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses
in front of the listening position - this gives a
wider stereo image. And if there’s a subwoofer
it should be placed near the front speakers. Use
a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy
among others) to accurately set levels.

surround speakers in the ITU standard
position which is as far behind the listener
as the front channels are in front. 5.1
movie soundtracks tend to place surround
channels not so far behind and to the side
of listeners. Usually, practical limitations
will dictate a limited range of placement
options, but if you are a dedicated music
fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations
in the booklet supplied with SACD discs.

JBWO( '

Subs start working where stereo speakers
run out of steam at low frequencies. The
idea is to create deeper, better-controlled
bass rather than more of it. They usually
have onboard amplification (active) and
connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency
Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up
or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up.
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B&W KEF JMlab Mirage

600 S3 package £750 Q AV7 £1,300 Cobalt package £1,797 Omni 2 £2,650

Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 With the latest Uni-Q refinements, this There’s no avoiding this package’s fine Dark tonality but superb imagery makes
centre speaker. Great in both stereo and system is astonishingly accomplished and underlying sound quality — both stereo and this an excellent all-round choice for music
multichannel surround modes. amazing value. multichannel are reproduced with aplomb. and movies alike.

our favourlte [*] GROUP TEST BEST BUY [] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE =) NEW GEAR REVIEW

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES

AERE SR
Multichannel speakers AEIEIE AN
STATUS  PRODUCT £ COMMENTS % % g r?)r E %
[ Acoustic Energy Aegis 650  High-value package with deep bass and smooth neutrality A+| 5|22 198
(] B&W 600 S3 package 900 Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures (uses 602 S3s at the front) A- 5 22 224
Castle CAV Sterling 1,250  Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard A 5 28 224
(] JBL Xti-series 980  Hexagonal boxes all round, this package has decent authority and all-round tension A 5 40 210
[E]  JMLab Cobalt 1,797  Alittle lean and bright, but with righteous dynamic expression and lively communication skills Al 5122 224
JMIab Electra system 3,017 Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer A 5 50 232
(] KEFQAV7 1,300  With latest Uni-Q refinements, this system is astonishingly accomplished and amazing value A+ 5 35 232
Mirage Omni 2 2,650  Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice A 5 30 232
Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600 = Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected A5 210
PMC FB1/TB2 2,485  Classy, if bulky and pricey, package has good transparency, coherence and weight A 5 2 210
(5]  Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 938  Classy real wood package does a good all-round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight A 5125 210
Spendor S-Series 1,650  Ultra-tinies lack some dynamic and loudness capabilities, but beautiful voicing and freedom from boxiness Al 5:30 224
[ Tannoy mXaAv4 500  Lacks some grunt, but smooth and refined with seamless surround coherence. Excellent value A 5 20 210
(5]  Wharfedale Pacific 700  Plenty of speaker package for the money. Balance is somewhat wayward, but unquestionably entertaining A-1 525 224

EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners)

our favourite (] GROUP TEST BEST BUY [] GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE B3 NEW GEAR REVIEW

SUBWOOFERS

Bass speakers & 5 8 ¢

STATUS | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS g § g %

[ Acoustic Energy Aesprit 308 650  Tuneful and dynamic sound with music or movies from this compact sub, which comes with a handy remote 41,37,30 200 35 225
Monitor Audio ASW100 300 For the price, this compact subwoofer performed well 32,3234 120 27 225
[]]  REL Strata 700 Alittle more bottom octave might have been preferable, but in terms of agility and coherence, this is a fine hi-fi subwoofer 42,52,33 100 20 210
(5] REL Storm Il 900 Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 42,62,33 150 18 225
REL Stadium i 1,500 It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 59,56,39 200 16 217
] Ruark CL300 2,000  Shows what a good subwoofer can do: controlled, detailed and dynamic. A delight with music and movies alike 60,52.5,40 300 30 225

SIZE WxHxD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ?

Do you want friendly and helpful advice
(and a cup of tea) . . ?

Do you want to buy your system
based on what you hear (and not what
somebody tells you) .. ?

Do you live in GUILDFORD . . ?

. or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley,
Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley,
Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook; Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey
(East & West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton,
Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley?

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon,
Epos, Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Primare, PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rotel, Tag McLaren, Target,
T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems)& Top Tape.

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible).

Complete service — We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking
selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the
above brands (and others also).

PJ HIFI

Guildford’s only REAL Hi-Fi shop

NEW LINN
CD PLAYERS
CD12 and IKEMI
on Permanent
demonstration

We are at

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD
(by the traffic lights - adjacent to Yates Wine Lodge)

01483 504801 - 01483 304756

Access * Visa * Switch « American Express ¢ Diners Club * Open Monday — Saturday 9am-6pm (later by appointment)
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HEADPHONES

For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties and enclose the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals
some are designed for particular usage. The press on the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and
majority of ‘cans’ use dynamic cone and are particularly popular with personal stereo users.
coil-type drive units and can be used with anything
from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Getting the best from your cans
Other types also exist, most significantly Getting a good result with headphones is not quite
electrostatics that use a charged panel membrane to  as straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging
produce a distinctly refined sound. These are them into the output on your CD player or amp will
supplied with their own dedicated amplifiers, which  not give particularly engaging results unless you are
tends to increase the price. very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening,
Cans are split into several types. There are open and  invest in a dedicated amp — the increase in
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy dynamics is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of
(or noise sensitive) environments as they minimise models are made and prices start at around £80 for
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to a QED, a little more for designs from, say, Creek or
have a more open, less ‘in-head’ sound. There are Musical Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look
also three variants of earpad design: circumaurals up the valve-powered Earmax.
our favourlte SPECIFICATIONS
HEADPHONES AR
THEERIREE
STEREO HEADPHONES % % % ga § 2 § s
PRODUCT £ COMMENTS slEE R RE 53
AKG K44 20 Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 190 219
AKG K100 36  Leather-clad groover with bags of power and clarity, for a respectable asking price 190 205
AKG K270 Studio 129  Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 270 230
Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 105 Detailed and involving sound with a professional ‘studio’ quality appeal 250 194
(Grado SR60 90  For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 200 & 194
Grado SR80 110  Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise. 200 230
Philips HP890 70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 330 219
Sennheiser HD590 160 Assured and confident player with very low coloration and great comfort 270 205
Sony MDR-CD480 40  Generally neutral and nicely detailed — comfortable too 250 @ | 219
Technics RP-F800 50 Comfortable budget model that sounds sublime with great dynamics 160 205
Stax System Il 400 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way ! : 295 205
Vivanco SR222S 30 Not that subtle, but high fun factor compensates 250 219

ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears.
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT in grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

Fax: 020 83471 9368
C gﬂ Email: ConnectionCable@aol.com

==l - Esoteric High Fidelity Cables

Dealers in: Absolute » Audio Note « Audioquest « Deltec * Electrocompaniet * Harmonix * Kimber « Mandrake
* MIT - Siltech « Symo « Transparent « Van den Hul - WBT - and others
the RIGHT cables

ﬂgdiﬂﬂ‘s Tel: 020 8348 5676 (2-7pm)

... in YOUR system Contact us by phone, fax, or email and well
for YOUR ears do our best to help you achieve your goal.
in YOUR home (Auditions may be subject to a handling charge)

CONNECTIONS A division of Connection 90" Travel Ltd.)
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' CABLES

Wires to hook your system together

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: straightforward as it might seem. One electrical varieties sound better than optical,
interconnects and speaker cables. problem is that components interact with the  but if you are after a smoother sound the
Interconnects come in preset cables you use and this often results in light carriers have the advantage, as they do
lengths, generally with RCA phono plugs audible effects, but there are few cables that if long lengths are needed (10m+). Optical
attached, though some equipment uses XLR are fundamentally incompatible with any outputs tend to have Toslink connectors
connectors for balanced connection. Speaker components, and we recommend the advice (around 99 per cent), but some electrical
cable is sold by the metre and can be used of a good dealer. In any case, you should look  digital outputs are of the superior BNC type,
without plugs or can be fitted with screw or to spend as much as you can afford. which uses a bayonet-type socket. Check
solder-on types. Digital cables come in two flavours: which type your digital component has before
Choosing the best cables is not quite as electrical and optical. In most instances buying a digital interconnect.

Our favourite

CABLES
g2 &l
Interconnects and speaker cables £12/8lel5| &
PRODUCT £ COMMENTS SIRIZ 3 RB
ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS
Acoustic Research Master 50  Decent performance all round and good interference rejection 224
Cable Talk Advanced 3 35  Good sound and great detail, but a slight brashness in the treble 211
Chord Calypso 30 | Informative, clear sound at a decent price 21
Ecosse The Composer 30 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 211
Ecosse Reference Diva 100  Very good performance in all areas, with particularly fine, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 224
Ixos Gamma Audition Il 30  Detailed and neutral, with just a hint of pleasant mellowness 21
Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 Really lively and enjoyable sound 224
Profigold PGA4201 5 No pretensions, but sound is perfectly listenable with fair detail and extension 21
Prowire VHQ 10 This crisp cable lacks a little refinement, but it’s great for the price 21
QED Qunex 1 20 Well balanced and easily rivals more expensive cables 211
Townshend Isolda DCT 300  Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire 234
van den Hul The Bay C5 45 Terrific detail, nice balance — a great cable 224
van den Hul D102 MK Ill 79  Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail 234
Vivanco Prowire SHQ 30  Good performance all round, with just a hint of bass congestion. Very good value 224
Audioguest Digital One 35  Aneutral and capable cable that adds little or no character to the sound E 207
QED Qunex P75 25 Asuperbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced E 207
QED Qunex SR75 50  Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price E 234
Ross OP004 20 Sounds much like most other Toslink leads: slightly lacking detail, but good value 0 207
van den Hul Optocoupler MKII 49 | Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234
Black Rhodium Aero Space S130x2 20 Bi-wire cable with great kick in the bass, though the treble can sound dry and recessed 227
Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 227
Electrofluidics Monolith 2020 45  Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere — one of the best cables available all round 203
Ixos Gamma 6003 3 Alittle midrange dryness, but bass is among the best at this price; strong and consistent 203
Kimber 4PR 5  Considering the price, this cable’s very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 192
Kimber 8VS 18  Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board. Price for 1m terminated pair 227
Kimber 8TC 39  Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 203
QED Silver Anniversary 5 A few minor flaws, but overall performance is very assured for this price 192
QED XT300 10 Anatural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 234
QED Profile Silver 12 15 Very slightly laid back, but good tone and detail — wears its achievements lightly 215
Supra Ply 3.4/S 8  Good in all areas, with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness 203
Tara Labs Prism Nexa 10 Slight tonal softness affects both bass and treble, but the overall sound is very listenable 215
Townshend Isolda 50  Superb sound all round, and amplifier compatibility enhanced by included stabilising inductor 203
van den Hul The Snowline 5 A hint of high-end civilisation with a few rough edges and a slightly warm balance 215

STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E — electrical, O — optical
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated
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Remove Disruptive Sync signals
Digital Video Stabilizers

Removes all copy protect signals, distorted
horizontal and vertical sync signals plus
teletext information - all of which may affect
signal stability. Allows perfect viewing and
recording of DVD, Videotape and Satellite movies.
Available in 2 versions giving you a choice of simple Phono

or Scart in/out connections. Supplied with suitable DC power supply.
Order code CP-2 (Phono) £34.95 CP-2S (Scart) £39.95

Two equal RGB Scart Outputs

Active 2 way Scart Splitter
Two equal Scart outputs from any source. Ideal for
connecting to the output of any DVD or Satellite/Cable box
when you need to retain an equal signal and feed to 2
separate monitors.Works with RGB, S video, Composite video
+ Stereo audio signals. Also useful for making 2 video copies.
‘ Complete with DC power supply. Order code SC-AMP2 £39.95

5 STAR Ratings from What/Hi-fi and What-Video magazines.
High quality custom cables plus a range of Superb Home cinema leads - for bettter sound & vision.

caLL 08700 711 911
FOR FREE 56 PAGE CATALOGUE

Gompletely Unspoiled By Progress!

- ]

=
£

°
e e A‘II_AJ_H—' Stereo 40

We believe that only valves can give you the rich musical sound you
are probably missing! Our new EL34 amp is based on circuits
developed in the 1950’s by Mullard etc. The STEREO 40 is hand built to
the highest standard using the traditional hard-wired ‘point-to-point method
and quality components. With an all Triode front end and switchable
Ultraliner/Triode output stage it sounds vivid & involving.

That's why we get unsolicited letters like this:- “...] am astounded every
day by the quality, the sound is superb in every respect...” ‘...Your
amplifier delivers amazing clarity...worth every penny...’

Order now by phone or ring for our free illustrated leaflet.

Try for 30 days, full refund if not delighted £899.95*
Demonstrations by appointment. Dealer inquiries welcome
Phone 07787 158791. Email sales@iconaudi.co.uk
2c o A 42 o 351 Aylestone Road Leicester LE2 8TA

Visa and MasterCard accepted CE marked

*Including UK delivery and 12 months guarantee including valves.

auy
Interconnacts

REFERENCE CABLE

CS 2.3

“You won’t do better than this corker of a speaker cable from yep...you guessed it - Ecosse” & >
WHAT HI-FI? 4k 4k % e
The CONDUCTOR CA 1
“...this is a great cable for the money” WHAT HI-FI? % % % % %
The LEGEND S
“no nonsense incredible sound...against high-end interconnects at twice the price it stands out (ﬁ&;‘: >
as good value for money” HI-FI NEWS 2002 T

ES 2.3
*...make no mistake ES 2.3/CS 2.15 is superb” WHAT HI-FI? % % % % %

“a fine audiophile sound that is clean as a whistle ” HI-FI WORLD 2002
MS 2.3

“...they communicate a room-filling sound that few cables at this price - or any price manage”
WHAT HI-FI2 % % % % %

The PRODUCER F@\
“at this price you won’t get a better digital lead” WHAT HI-FI? * % % % % WY

The MAESTRO MA 2
N “sonically they amaze, high end owners take note” WHAT HI-FI? %% %kk*x =3 st T

The COMPOSER e
“easily our cable king...it’s hard to believe the price tag” WHAT HI-FI? & &k kx5

-
*

%

OigiaiGables |

BEST BUY

Guaranteed to improve your system - or your money back call us now 0141 353 0509

www.ecossecables.co.uk e-mail info@ecossecables.co.uk




Zouch dudio Ltd

WE ARE AGENTS FOR METROPOLIS MUSIC

WHO DISTRIBUTE SOME
OF THE FINEST HI FI
PRODUCTS AVAILABLE TODAY.

BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
LUMLEY, PASSLABS, BURMESTER,
AUDIENCE, ACOUSTEC ZEN, KHARMA,
HOVLAND SOUND LAB, VTL, WISDOM ETC. ADVANTAGE

LET US MAKE YOU SMILE
COME AND AUDITION SOME OF THESE FINE PRODUCTS ALONG WITH

AAD, Algia, Apollo, Argento, Audioguest, Cabass, Clearaudio, Creek, Croft, Denon, Eccosse, Epos, Harman Kardon, Linn Classic,
Lothx, Magnat, Musical fidelity, Nad, Project, Quad, Red Rose, Roksan, SAT, Sonic Link, Sonus Faber, Soundstyle, Sugden, Thule,
Triangle, Van den Hul, Pure digital , Vienna Acoustics, Wedia

Zouch Audio Ltd
The Old Coach House, Off South Street, Ashby DE-LA-Zouch, Leicestershire, LE65 1AN

TEL 01530 414128

BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY

The VK6200, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 Channel Amplifier

THE MOST VERSATILE AMPLIFIER EVER

Price for price it is also one of the best sounding two channel ampilifiers we have ever heard or buy it in
four channel more and bi-amp from one chassis. Call for your nearest dealer

Metropolis Music
Tel: 01892 539245  Fax: 01892 616383

Advantage e Acoustic Zen ¢ B.A.T. * Boulder ® Burmester ® Copulare ®* Hovland ® Kharma ¢ Lumley ¢ Pass
Labs ¢ S.A.T. « Sound Lab e Wisdom e Eggleston Works e VTL




| BUYER'S BIBLE
STANDS AND SUPPORTS

Equipment racks and speaker stands

In hi-fi there are two types of stand. One is a rack that holds said to have a quicker sound, while heavyweights give deeper bass and
turntables, amps, CD players and so on and is described as an  a calmer sound. The third speaker stand type is a platform that sits

equipment support, and the other is a speaker stand. The under floorstanding speakers or speaker/stand combinations, the
latter comes in three basic varieties, two for standmount speakers: pneumatic Townshend Seismic Sink being an example.
lightweight, multilegged types; and heavy designs with fewer legs and There are two speaker-to-stand interfacing options: spikes or Blu Tak
the ability to be mass-loaded for extra solidity. The lighter variety is in each corner of the top plate. Try both and take your pick.

Our favourite

= =z

EQUIPMENT SUPPO

5 ] = ¢ B z
Equipment supports ‘ % § % % 2 %
PRODUCT £ COMMENTS
Aavik Furniture A4 350  Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 80.5 47 4 MDF 193
Atacama Equinox 280  Stable. modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 4 Glass 217
Audiophile Furniture Base 615  Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities — a worthy upgrade 82 43 4 MDF 193
Avid Isoschelf 1,100  An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 87.5 48 5 MDF 193
Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt 550  Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value 75 53.545 4 MDF 217
Custom Design Aspect650 270  Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 66 46 4 Glass 206
Elemental Audio Isotube X4 849 A hefty stand that demonstrates just how much difference a good support can make 90 49 4 Glass 193
Naim Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 96 45x34 5 Glass 232
Quadraspire Q4 280 Simple, but modestly effective and very attractive 52 49 4 MDF 206
Quadraspire Q4 Reference 480  Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 | 49395 4 MDF 217
Sound Organisation Z560 195  Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50.40 5 Glass 217
Standesign Design 4 190 | An all-in-one support at a budget price, with good sonic performance 88.5 50.8 4 Glass 193
Towshend Seismic Sink Stand 900  Serious resolution and stunning isolation from air decoupled self-levelling design. If you have the cash, buy one 61 53,39.5 4 | MDF 217

Our favourite

SPEAKER STANDS

% =

- g _

= 5z

% = = g ;
Speaker stands 8 2 EElE S

E= 2 =8]8 |8

PRODUCT 3 COMMENTS
Atacama Nexus 6 60  An excellent all-round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 6050 14518 3 202
Cyrus CLS50 Stand 200  Unusual combination of style and performance, and a definite contender in the right environment 64 17,19 1 220
Custom Design R/S300 MkIl 100 A solid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 61,56,51 16.5,18 2 202
hne Cableway 399  Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 63 17,20 1 220
Kudos S50 115  Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 61 15,20 1 220
Partington ANSA 90 Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 18X15 4 232
Partington Dreadnought 100  Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 61 17,15 5 220
Partington Dreadnought Ultimate 299  Super heavyweight stand that is an open window to the speaker placed on it 63 21,24 1 202
Sound Organisation 2522 95 Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 60 16 4 220
Townshend Seismic Sink 499  Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 4 38.48 202

EQ TIETLETIASEYAE HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on. SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.

EATEIITTHSIATAA HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand

s om,
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[ necins s § and still thebes e WAL

 be vel:y significant. : Mail Order Cables & Accessories

g \ Russ Andrews .
imple but effective = EXCLUSIVE For a FREE Mail Order

cancelling cable  § Catalogue, or to order call
Is mean thatyou . UK FREEPHONE
ts in sound quality. . 1
cal sound, you'll enjoy ]
 much that you'll find it hard to 3 . and quote code ACBB2
p Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd.,

FREEPOST NWW881A, KENDAL LA8 9ZA
Int. Tel: 00 44 1539 825500
Int. Fax: 00 44 1539 825540

E-mail: @ :
cellent, and so too was mail: ACBB2@russandrews.com

‘Recommended’ HilFi vg.;‘
Aug 02

awards 2002 www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE | 123




MEGA TEST:
WIDESCREEN
NICAM TVS

RATED!

www.home-entertainment.co.uk

THE COMPLETE HOME “NEMA BUYING GUIDE

TESTED: EPSON'S EMP-TW100 LCD PROJECTOR

ON SALE NOW



GLOSSARY

TECHNICAL TERMS

5.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete
channels, typically front left and right,
centre, surround left and right, and LFE
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer.
BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a
characteristic frequency balance resulting
from emphasising parts of the audio
range and/or de-emphasising others.
BASS The lowest three octaves of the
audio band — hence ‘low bass' refers to
the bottom octave (20-40Hz); ‘mid-bass’
the middle octave (40-80Hz); and 'upper
bass’ the 80-160Hz octave.

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp)
Loudspeakers equipped with separate
access terminals to each drive unit can
be driven by separate (matching) power
amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire)
Loudspeakers with separate access
terminals to each driver can be driven by
separate cable runs between the amp
and each driver.

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be
erased, though discs that have not been
completely filled can have tracks added
until the disc is finalised.

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable
CD, incompatible with older CD players.
CLASS A The operation of an
amplifying stage or device in which
current always flows, as opposed to
Class B, where some of the devices are
effectively turned off some of the time.
Class A tends to have the advantage of
offering lower distortion while Class B
tends to generate less heat.

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate
in Class A for the first fraction of a watt
and Class B thereafter.

CLIPPING An amplifier's output
waveform is ‘clipped’ if the volume is
advanced too far and no more ‘volts' are
available to sustain ever-increasing
power levels. Distortion increases
dramatically at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is
used to generate a timing reference
signal. Used to synchronise the data
being taken from a disc.

CROSSOVER A simple electrical net-
work which divides the full bandwidth
signal received from the power amplifier,
apportioning appropriate parts of the
spectrum to the various drive units.
DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital
radio using frequencies in the band
217.5 - 230MHz. Broadcasters use
varying degrees of compression and offer
a broad range of programming.

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter.
The stage in any digital component at
which incoming digital data is used to
reconstruct a recognisable analogue
(music) waveform.

DOLBY DIGITAL DD (AC3)

A compressed digital audio format that
typically contains five or more entirely
discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX where side
and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner
to DD that ‘steers’ information to the
front /R, centre and mono surround
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer
which converts electrical energy into
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter.
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding
format used for SACD offers a frequency
response of over 100kHz and a dynamic
range over 120dB, it has over four times
the data capacity of CD.

DSP or Digital Signal Processor.
Integrated circuit that handles the
decoding of digital audio streams. In 5.1
processors it separates the left from right
and front from rear while managing the
various bass options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound
Competitor to Dolby Digital with a
reduced 41 compression ratio that,
ostensibly, promises higher quality.
DVD-A High-resolution variant on DVD
offering up to 192kHz bandwidth and
24-bit dynamic range. Discs are
compatible with standard DVD players.
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital
connection that uses an electrical cable
rather than optical. Includes the balanced
('AES/EBU’) interface.

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital
audio, both analogue and digital. These
are often very sophisticated in design,
and in total they probably have rather
more to do with the ‘personality’ of CD
player sound than most other factors.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range
of frequencies, from low to high, which a
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE With speakers, the
complex electrical load that a
loudspeaker presents to the amplifier
which is driving it.

JITTER An insidious distortion specific
to digital audio caused by the clock,
used to regulate the conversion of data
into analogue audio, being imprecise.
KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data
rate measurement system used primarily
with highly compressed formats such as
MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount,
the better the quality.

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern
source component (except phono car-
tridges) gives an output in the region of
1-2V, referred to as ‘line level'. It follows
that all inputs labelled 'CD', ‘tuner’, ‘aux’
or 'tape’ are designed for this input level
and are thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A
method of reducing the number of data
bits (density) without corrupting the orig-
inal description of the musical signal.
LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in
data density by recourse to a psycho-
acoustical model that predicts what is,
and what is not, ‘audible’ within a
sequence of music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so
octaves of the audio band, where the

ear is most sensitive, covering the
approximate frequency span from
160Hz up to 3kHz.

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression
format for digital audio that drastically
reduces data content in order to squeeze
music through internet connections or
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a
hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of
resistance to alternating current, a source
with low output impedance (below 100
ohms) helps ensure compatibility with
most amplifiers, even with long
interconnect cables.

PCM (pulse code modulation) The
digital coding system for analogue wave-
forms used for CD and DVD. Quality is
limited by the oversample and bit rates
used — CD s 44.1kHz/16-bit while
DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24-bit.
PRESENCE BAND Critical section of
the audio band at the point where
midrange and treble meet.
QUANTISATION NOISEA form of
distortion or noise resulting from errors in
the description of the musical signal by the
digital code.

SACD (super audio CD) was launched in
1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based
on DSD coding that offers high resolution
stereo and multichannel sound from
hybrid discs that can also be played on
ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the
musical waveform is sliced up into discrete
chunks. For CD this is 44.1kHz or once
every 0.023msec. DVD will also support
48kHz and 96kHz.

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness
that a speaker generates for a specific
voltage input. Expressed in decibels per
watt (dB/W).

THX Standards system for home cinema
set-ups which includes amplifier power
and speaker dispersion characteristics.
THX Ultra is more stringent than THX
Select.

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by
Toshiba to the optical fibre signal
transmission system it invented for
consumer applications.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main
types of power semiconductor used in
solid state amplifier output stages.
TREBLE High frequencies, the top end
of the audio band, ie above 3kHz.
TWEETER Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker
crossovers split the signal into two or
three frequency bands, a two-way
speaker can have more than two

drive units.

WATTS (per channel) The watt is the
unit of electrical power and the WPC
rating is the maximum average
undistorted power that an amp can
deliver to a typical speaker. However,
speaker sensitivity variations can make
more difference than amplifier output.

HI-FICHOICE
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DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright
sonic character.

AMBIENCE The impression of an
acoustical space, such as the
performing hall in which a recording
was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed.
ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s)
and instruments and the interactions
between them.

ATTACK The leading edge of a note
and the ability of a system to
reproduce the attack transientsin
music.

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance,
the degree to which one aspect of the
sonic spectrum is emphasised above
the rest. Also channel balance, the
relative level of the left and right
stereo channels.

BODY Fullness of sound, with
particular emphasis on upper bass.
Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker
with audible cabinet resonances.
BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the
upper midrange/lower treble.
DARK A tonal balance that tilts
downwards with increasing frequency.
Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it
follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) The
ability of a component to reveal the
subtle information that is fundamental
to high fidelity sound.

DEPTH (of image) The perception of
music being reproduced behind the
loudspeakers and inhabiting a
reproduction of the acoustic space of
the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate elements
of the original sound and those which
are the first to disappear with lesser
equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of ‘juice’,
which usually comes across as fine-
grained and lean. Also a loss of
reverberation as produced by a
damped environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy
and wide dynamic range. Related to
perceived speed as well as contrasts in
volume bothlarge and small.
EUPHONICAn appealing form of
distortion that generally enhances
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to
the harmonic elaborations of some
valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid
transients which increase the sense of
realism and ‘snap’.

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of
image projection.
FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an
aggressive sound, a sense of the
image being projected in front of the
speakers and of music being forced
upon the listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed

sound which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and
sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable, forward,
aggressive sound with a metallic
tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive.
IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a
voice or instrument is in a particular
place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre,
energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest
sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of
cohesion and subjective ‘rightness’ in
the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.
OPAQUE Unclear, lacking
transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height and
‘air', relates to clean upper midrange
and treble.

PACE Often associated with rhythm,
a strong sense of timing and beat.
PRESENCE A sense of an instrument
or voice occupying a place in the
listening room.
PRESENCERANGE The upper
midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel
rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S’
sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed and
transient response can deliver the
immediacy or ‘snap’ of live
instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good pace
gives the impression of being right on
the money in its timing.

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust
sound.

THICKA lack of articulation and
clarity in the bass.

THIN Bass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an
instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in
tempo. See speed and pace.
TRANSIENT The leading edge of a
percussive sound. Good transient
response makes the sound as a whole
more live and realistic.
TRANSPARENCY, transparent. A
hear-through quality that is akin to
clarity and reveals all aspects of detail.
TWEAK To tune a system or
component in an attempt to get the
best performance from it.
TWEAKER Someone who enjoys this
process.

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited
transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower
midrange/upper bass.

WEIGHT A sense of substance and
underpinning produced by deep,
controlled bass.
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the symbol of security

T T E AUDIO SFPECIALLIIS TS

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audioquest, Audio Research,
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian,
Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel,

Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta and Yamaha.
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.30 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON,
BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL.
TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3298

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL,
WEST MIDLANDS B2 8JL
TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE,
WEST MIDLANDS DY8 1AB

TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 TEL: 0121 354 2311

10 BOLDMERE ROAD,
WEST MIDLANDS B73 57D

SUTTON COLDFIELD, 344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END,
MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR

FAX: 0121 354 1933 TEL: 020 8420 1925 FAX: 020 8420 1928
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20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex BN11 1UA
Tel: (01903) 212133

The friendly shop with the best sound
systems in the South.

Friendly advice * 3 yr guarantees ¢ easy parking
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm
Agencies include: Dynaudio. Exposure, Marant:.

Orelle, Origin Live, Restek. Ruark, Audio
Technica, Talk Electronics. Turget, TDL. Tripod,
Sphinx Laboratories and many more.

Home demonstrations and honest advice a speciality.
using specially selected equipment from
AVLATC,AUDIO ANALOGUE, ALR JORDAN, ALON,
ELECTROCOMPANIET, HEYBROOK, RUARK, SHEARNE,
OPERA. ORACLE, MICHELL, MARK LEVINSON etc
Home cinema on demonstration using:

SONY, NAKAMICHI, HARMAN-KARDON, DAVIS,

SIM2, STEWART SCREENS, JAMBO, TRIANGLE etc
Please ring for an appointment

2 k

ed-

coming soon

o Radlett Audio

THE HIGH-END SPECIALIST SINCE 1978

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. AL1 1EU
Tel: 01727 855577 - Fax: 01727 858727

HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

520 ST. VINCENT STREET FINNIESTON GLASGOW 0141 221 0221
26 HAMILTON PLACE STOCKBRIDGE EDINBURGH 0131 226 6500
www.loud-clear.co.uk

REVOX

THE MANUFACTURERS’
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

REVOX
SERVICE

SERVICE

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing
24 Hour Estimation procedure
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice
Delivery and Collection Service
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers
Rapid Response Turnaround
Full Revox range serviced
Written Technical Reports
Late Evening Opening

TTL House,

Telephone 01525 841999

THEGRTECHNOI_OGY LIMITED

Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MKa43 OSF

Facsimile 01525 841009




REL « KEF « RUARK

CABLETALK « ROTEL

NAD « TANNOY

MERIDIAN « YAMAHA

MARANTZ « TACT

TALK ELECTRONICS

DYNAUDIO

THE INNOVATIVE
HI-FI, HOME CINEMA
& MULTI-ROOM
RETAILER/INSTALLER

SERVING LONDON
FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES & LEMONS

Friendly and efficient service 0% Finance available

JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON’S FRESHEST RETAILER

ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD CREEK
DENON EPOS LINN MARANTZ NAD NAIM NEAT PMC
QED REGA ROKSAN ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE
SOUNDSTYLE YAMAHA XANTECH and many others

020 7924 2040

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

website: www.oandlhifi.co.uk

&= (O’Bri 3
rien Hi-Fi
ARCAM + AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO RESEARCH * AUDIO
TECHNICA « BEYER * CABLETALK * CHORD * CREEK *
DIAPASON * EPOS * JADIS * JEKLIN * MICHELL * MUSICAL
FIDELITY » NAD * NAIM » ONKYO * OPER A * PROJECT » QED
REGA * RESON * SENNHEISER ¢ SME * SONNETEER * SONUS
FABER * SUGDEN * TEAC * THORENS * TRANSPARENT
CABLES * UNISON RESEARCH * VIENNA * WILSON

| A———.
) N n

AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL

Clearance / Second Hand / Ex Dem Equipment » Details on request
0% Instant Finance Available

Written details on request
Demonstration Room  Free car parking * Major Credit Cards
Personal Export » Mai Order + Installation Service « Reparr facilities
- 3 5 mms walk Raynes Park BR « 20 mins Waterloo
MARTIN LOGAN § mas from A3 (Raynes Park B282exit) * 25 mins M25 Junc 10
60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW
Tel: (020) 8946 1528 Fax: (020) 8946 0331

Email: obrienhi-fi@iname.com

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 T 020 8567 8703
AAVIK, APOLLO, ASH DESIGN, AUDIO ANALOGUE, BANG & OLUFSEN, BOSE, BOSTON, B&W, CABLE TALK,
CHORD COMPANY, COSMIC, DENON, ELAC, EPOS, HARMON KARDON, JBL. KEF, MARANTZ
MISSION, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAKAMICHI, NORDOST, ONKYO, OPERA, ORELLE, PRIMARE, QUAD, REL.
ROKSAN, ROTEL, RUARK, SONICLINK. SOUND STYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, STRAIGHTWIRE, SUPRA.
TAG MCLAREN, TALK ELECTRONICS, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL
Two demonstration rooms.

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday

ounds
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HiFi & Home Cinema Specialists
St Andrews St, Dundee

T (01382) 226592

The Old School
School Road
Bracon Ash

Norfolk NR14 8HG

T 1 -: ] Tel: (01508) 570829
.0:- S T www.hasicallysound.co.uk
Basically Sound of Norfolk 5D

STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI

Andio Analogne. Beyer. Dynavector. Final. PMC. Bryston. Sound Organisation.
Teac. Naim Audio. Chario. Chord Co. Opera Speakers. De
Grado. ProAc. QED. Rega. Soundstyle. Stay and others.

0% FINANCE AVAILABLE

Epos.

AcousTic ENERGY @ .
| AcrAM @ CHORD CO @ CReek @

Sound cingray

Tues - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm
" Free Car Parking

DREAM VISION @ mmounn'iwmimwzi -

- NAD @ ORTOFON @ PROJECT @ QED @ REL @ TANNOY o',', ‘
| VAN DEN Hul @ ViDEoLOGIC ‘ ‘

© 37 Hiow Seeer, ARGt~ 01922 457926

www.soundcinergy.co.uk

’

We stock a huge
range of electrolytic
and film capacitors,
resistors, inductors,
etc.

Choose from 50
O loudspeaker kits,
from bookshelf
to floor-standing,
and choose your
own finish.

finest 99.99997%
Single Crystal
Copper or Silver

range of speaker
cables, interconnects,
and connectors.

Superb range ;
of binding posts,
spikes, sockets, [
plugs and
adaptors.

(01646 685602 (
"B www.audiocom-uk.com d

AN 01646 685601 @
| Hll sales@audiocom-uk.com audiocom




SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
THEY ARE ALL IN OUR ON-LINE CATALOGUE
LEADING HI-FI & HOME CINEMA' SPECIALISTS
FOUR LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS OF SLALITE HESERRONES. fouin L /0s,
CEXPERIENCED AND FRIENT . VIDEO LEADS, SPEAKERS, STANDS, SERVICE
AIDS, BEYERDYNAMIC HEADPHONE SPARES,

PARTS, AND MUCH MORE-VISIT US TODAY AT
www.strachan-direct.co.uk

oKD EsRCTRONICS - DENON REE
NAIM - PIONEER « ROTEL - YAMAHA STRACHAN ELECTRONICS

213-215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, 9 CROALL PLACE, EDINBURGH, EH7 4LT
WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW = = X
TEL: (01903) 245577 FAX: (01903) 505824 Tel: 0131 556 9549 E-mail: sales@strachan-direct..co.uk

PHASE3 HIFI SENNHEISER HEADPHONES

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
the symbol of security
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Lend us your ears and
we'll blow your mind . ..

Au am, ATC, B & W, L:l:stlon Denon,

For discount rood, Kef, Michell,

” ad, Rotel,
5 4\1\_\', Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics,
Yamaha and more.

Denon, KEF, TeaC, CyrUS, MlSSiOn, Audition the very best at Lincolnshire’s
. remier Hi-Fi dealer . ..
Quad, Stands Unique, QED etc etc, )

ANDERS

I-FI LTD.

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

www.creative-audio.co.uk

visit our world famous hot deals site

4000 Hits a day!!




Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a leg to get the best - listen to my Koetsu - and -
Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Michell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.
Valve equipment re-build service available
— Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

Ry
FULL RANGE

]

A world of difference

244-256 STATION ROAD,
ADDLESTONE, SURREY

Doug Brady Hi-Fi
Family business est. 1960. Home trials.

Systems £500-£60,000:
CD/DVD/VINYL/AV

Kingsway North, Warrington
Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 825773
2.3miles J21-Mé6. Private Parking

Map FAXED & on website
www.dougbradyhifi.com

Email:
doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com

the symbol of security

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

THE LOUDSPEAKER SPECIALISTS
UK's largest supplier of kit loudspeakers - all on demon.
strauon. New range of Visaton Home Cinema kits available
Range of replacement drive units from ATC. Morel. Peerless.
Scan-speak Visaton, Volt etc. for use 1n AR. Gale. Heybrook. IMI KIEE, Mission.
ProAc. Rogers. IDI. plus many others
Comprehensive stock of components. capacttors (SCR & Hovland). inductors. cable
damping and gnlle materials.

PPhone today for your IFREE catalogue or check out our Website.
WILMSLOW AUDIO

50 Main Street. Broughton Astley. Leicester LEY 6RD
Tel: 01435 286603 Fax: 0145 05

Website: www.wilmslowaudio.com

FOR TOTAL HI FI
& AV SHOPPING

MARANTZ ¢ TANNOY e TECHNICS e
PANASONIC e PIONEER ¢ SONY e JVC
JAMO e TOSHIBA ¢ HITACHI « CASTLE

109 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH,
KENT DA6 7JH
020 8298 7880

Mail Order: 01474 353000 (not available on Marantz)

Midland Audio X-Change x-Demo & Second Hand Items

CD players DACs & Transports Was Now
Audio Analogue Paganini 24/96khz CD Player x-demo 795 599
Copland CDA289 CD Player S/H 1985 1399
dCS Elgar Ring DAC 24/192 S/H 8500 5999
Electrocompaniet EMC1 24/192khz x-demo 2795 1995
Linn Genki CD Player Silver S/H 1030 749
Rega Planet 2000 CD Player 498 379
Turntables Tonearms & Cartridges

Basis 1400/ RB300 Turntable x-Demo 1299 899
Basis 2000/RB300 Turntable x-Demo 1999 1299
Basis 2001 Turntable x-Demo 2999 2299
Basis 2004 Turntable x-Demo 4500 2799
Clearaudio Signature MC Cartridge (400 hours use) 1500 849
Electrocompaniet ECP1 MM/MC Phono stage x-demo 599 399
Heed Audio Quazar 2 Box Phono Stage New and Boxed 599 399
Lehmann Audio Silver Cube S/H 1500 1249
Lyra Helikon MC Cartridge 200hrs S/H 1100 650
McCormack Phono Stage New and Boxed 650 499
Naim Armaggdon PSU S/H 645 379
NottinghamAnalogue “The Foot" 12"Carbon Tonearm S/H 1100 699
Nottingham Analogue Mentor S/H 2600 1799
Origin Live 250 Silver Tonearm S/H 600 499
Project Persective 6.1/MC25 FL x-demo 950 599
Roksan Atremiz Tonearm S/H 895 399
Roksan Xerxes/SME Cut /No Arm Black S/H N/A 250
Roksan Xerxes / Atremiz/ Corus Blk S/H 2200 749
Roksan Artexerxes MC Head Amplifier S/H 549 199
Roksan Xerxes Blk/ Tabrizi/ Corus Blk S/H 1599 599
Roksan Xerxes RW/ Alphason HR100Mcs 1799 599
Preamplifiers

Electrocompaniet EC4.7 x-demo 1095 749
Audio Analogue Belini Remote Preamplifier x-demo 560 399
EAR 802 Valve Preamp S/H 1599 499
Einstein "The Tube" Preamplifier x-Demo 6000 3999
Linn Kolektor Silver 3months old 530 399
Krell KAV-S Processor/Preamplifier DTS/AC3/Pro Logic S/H 14989 4599
Paul Haynes Tube Phono Stage S/H 1500 749
Roksan L2 preamplifier S/H 1295 499
Amplifiers

ATC SIA-2 150 Integrated S/H 2495 1799
Audio Research CA50 Valve Integrated S/H 3495 1999
Bow Technologies Wazoo XL Amplifier (New&Boxed) 2495 1950
Bryston B60R Amplifier S/H 1550 1099
Cyrus PSX Black S/H 299 175
Electrocompaniet ECI_1 S/H 3289 1399
Electrocompaniet AW180 Mono Amplifiers x-demo 4000 2999
Graaf GM20 OTL Stereo Valve Amplifier S/H 3295 1995
Lavardin IT x-demo 3200 2300
Linn LK140 Silver 3 months old 785 599
Mark Levinson No335 Power Amplifier S/H 8495 5999
Primare A30.2 Amplifier S/H 1500 1199
Roksan Rok S1.5 Power Amplifier S/H 1499 945
Unison Research S8 845 Triode Integrated x-demo 3995 2599
Unison Research SR1 Hybrid Integrated x-demo 1295 799
Union Research S6 Valve integrated S/H 1600 1199
Loudspeakers

BKS 107 MKII Supreme Ribbon Hybrids x-demo 2199 1599
Dynaudio Audience 52 Speakers S/H 595 399
Indigo Model Two Centre Channel Cherry S/H 199 129
Jm Lab Micro Utopia Dark Cherry New and Boxed 4500 3799
JM Lab Mezzo Utopia New and Boxed 7799 6500
Opera Super Pavarotti X-demo 995 699
Opera Operetta Mahogany x-demo 795 575
ProAC studio 100 Cherry x-demo 799 599
Revel Salon Black/Aluminium (6 months old) S/H 15000 11599
Robertson Audio DX7 Cherry x-Demo 995 599
Sonus Faber Concerto S/H 899 599
Totem Tabu Mahogany x-Demo 2300 1599
Cables & Accessories

Air Pod size 1 x3 S/H 210 120
Air Pod size 2 x3 S/H 150 99
Audio Note AN-V 1m Silver interconnect S/H 420 199
Cogan Hall EM-D 0.6m S/H 199 99
Finite Elemente Pagode E55/014 4 Tier Maple Stand x-Demo 849 599
Finite Elemente Pagode HDO3 MR ex Martin Colloms 2499 1750
Goertz AG2 Silver 2x2.5m S/H 1900 995
Kimber DX-50 illuminations AES/EBU 1.5m S/H 350 149
Opera Lux 3 Tier Table Clear/Stainless x-Demo 950 499
QED Genesis Sliver Spiral 2X 3 M S/H 395 199
Roksan HAQ1 1M Interconnect S/H 99 49
Roksan HAO1D 0.5m Digital Interconnect S/H 49 25
Tara Labs “Floating GroundStation” New 775 449
Tara Labs “The One” 1m Balanced New 2175 1299
Target R1 Stands S/H 329 199
Transparent Music Wave Plus Bi-Wire 2.44m S/H 599 399
Transparent Music Link Ultra Balanced 7.26m S/H 2349 1499
Transparent The Wave 2X7m S/H 599 199
Tuners & Tape Decks, Power Supplies

AKG C1000 Condenser Mics SH 241 120
Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote Switcher for FT101A/Etude

(New&Boxed) 450 299
Revox A77 MKiV Reel to Reel 1/2 Track S/h N/A 279
Revox B77 MKIl Reel to Reel 1/2 Track S/H 2800 699
Sony TCD-10Pro Portable DAT S/H 2500 995
Sony TCK-461s 2 head cassette decks new&boxed 199 99
Teac T-BX10 Tuner S/H 399 149
Bargains under a £100

Denon DTS Processor S/H 299 79
Henley Designs HMC50 Phono stage S/H 250 99

Midland Audio X-change are looking for Audio Research,
Krell, Mark Levinson, Naim Audio, DCS, Wadia, cash paid
call John Roberts on 01562 822236 now!

http://www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

call John Roberts Tel / Fax 01562 822236

181 Franche Rd « Kidderminster « Worcs * DY 11 5AD

e-mail sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

Mobile 07721 605966

17,133 readers have
brought an average
of 3 products as a

result of advertising

in this section. To
target this audience
please contact Ben
on 020 7317 0259
(readership survey
April 2000)

Does This Seem Familiar?

O O O

Loud Too Loud  Way too Loud
It's a common problem. The usable range on the
volume control is all down at the bottom end and
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult or
impossible. The noise floor may be audible too.
There is now a simple and effective solution - the
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators. They can be used
with pre/power or integrated amps to cure the
problems of excess gain and bring sonic benefits,
even with the most expensive equipment.

The cost is only £39 per pair delivered. To order, call

Rothwell: 01204 397788 o

www.rothwellelectronics.co.uk

See the excellent reviews in Hi-Fi Choice, Hi-Fi World,
Hi-Fi Plus and on the web at www.tnt-audio.com

PHASE 3 HIFI

LEADING HI-FI & ‘HOME CINEMA' SPECIALISTS
FOUR LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS
*EXPERIENCED AND FRIENDLY SALES STAFF
#INSTALLATION SERVICE *CREDIT FACILITIES
*HOME DEMONSTRATIONS #PART EXCHANGE
ARCAM + B&W « NAUTILUS 800 « CASTLE
CHORD ELECTRONICS « DENON « KEF
LINN « LOEWE « MARANTZ « MERIDIAN
NAIM ¢ PIONEER « ROTEL « YAMAHA
213-215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING,

WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW
TEL: (01903) 245577 FAX: (01903) 505824

IAN HARRISON HIFI [EYEIN
RADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE
AND SAVE UP TO 60% OFF A NEW ONE
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SALE PRICES
MICHELL. ROKSAN, CLEARAUDIO, AUDIO NOTE, DENON.
TRANSFIGURATION, KOETSU, SUMIKO, ORTOFON, SOUTHER,
GRAHAM, VAN DEN HUL, E.A.R/YOSHINO, CONVERGENT AUDIO
TECHNOLOGY, HARBETH, NORDOST, TEAC, SONY, SENNHEISER,
GRADO, RESON, GOLDRING, QED, SONIC LINK, ARGENTO AUDIO,
DECCA, MOTH, CREEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, APOLLO, SOUNDSTYLE

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
the symbol of security

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees,
No ex-dem or ex-display equipment.
No grey imports. Delivery is free (U.K. only)
Goods are not supplied on approval.

Sorry, no general catalogue.

Please phone or write for specific details.

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM;

7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. U.K.
TEL: 01283 702875 9AM-9PM INCLUDING SUNDAYS




Award Winning Retailers...

kers Hi-Fi

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

P Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000

) Widest choice in the area P Independent advice
) Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners

) Over 35yrs experience P Qualified staff

) Comfortable dem rooms P Superb showrooms

Michell

Mission 8 P Main road location P Major car parks nearby

Monitor Audi P Insurance estimates P Service Dept.

x”smjﬁ P Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
yrya

> Carriage Free Mail Order (inCA credit) *subject to status
) Delivery & installation

) Part Exchange

) Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.

) Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York YO31 7EQ
Tel: 01904 629659

NAD
Ortophoh
Pickering
Primare
Pro-Ac
Project

REL

SME
Sonus-Faber
Stax

TAG McLare,
Tannoy
TEAC
Thorens

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

Yamaha

& lots more...

90% of our customers prefer our "warm and
old-valve" sound to their expensive transistor
preamplifiers & power amplifiers. We have a signed
testimonial to prove that one customer prefers
£900 "EL34 Lim Signature" to £2,600 preamp /
power amp/power supply made by a famous name.
Do you need further proof that price is not a
substitute for the "valve sound" ? Money refunded
to 10% of customers who prefer transistor amplifiers.

Money back guarantee (less £30 return carriage,
within 1 month) that our valve amplifiers deliver clear
sweet treble, without harshness, from CD players

+ 100% fatigue free + Sibilance on female voices
is well controlled and greatly reduced. £9000 o £ O O
‘His' sound like 'His' and not 'Hissssssssk'
+ Singers accentuation and accents become blatantly obvious + Random background noise/crossover distortion

disappears, creating an inky black silence, so you can hear quiet notes, breathing noise, artificial reverberation, etc
+ more powerful bass slam than most transistor amplifiers and most Single Ended amplifiers + 40 watts (EL34)

Money back guarantee (less £30) that you prefer our £900 or £1,350 “KT88 Triode Connection”
valve amplifiers to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers, most
mOI'e Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers selling for £2,000 to £20,000.

b “Proper” Triode Push Pull valve amplifiers should sound better, so they are
aSS excluded from our Money Back Guarantee. However, they cost £6,000 and upward.

Price is not a guarantee for sound quality. Some products are overpriced and pretentious.
Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard’s review in Gramophone Magazine and

Summary of 18 testimonials from satisfied customers + www.affordablevalvecompany.com + Amplifier shown without
CE safety cage, to prove that this is a genuine valve amplifier. Customers must not remove the CE safety cage.

Free delivery to U.K. Subsidised £50 UPS delivery to other countries. Proven reliability.
Return carriage for Money Back Guarantee is £30 for U.K. £100 for other countries. 2 years guarantee.



AUDUSA - OOM silverlink Mono Crystal balanced speaker cable -
conductor of 3mm diameter (approx 8 gauge), stranded silver on OFHC, plus
three strands of Mono Crystal Copper for improved bass performance. Mylar
infill and with designed in protection against RF and EMI. Cable OD 14.72
mm Priced at £12.95 per meter

AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 MAINS CABLE - HI FI CHOICE SEPT 2001 BEST BUY

GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a consid-
erable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder.is extruded around the o
copper conductors. As a ferromagnetic material, it will go through hysteresis loops when-
ever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic field. Con- :
secutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the material will AUDUSA - Eupen GNLM 05/2. 5(CSA

cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. This ener- 2.5) shown with Marinco IEC 320
gy is gbsorbed in the ferrite grains and cqnverted into hea.t.Thls GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5) £48 for
effect is more or less proportional to the field frequency; high fre- : 1.0m,£58 for 1.5m, £68 for

2.0m, Off the reel £30 for 1st
meter, £20 per m thereafter.
GNLM 05/04 £58 for 1m, £68
for 1.5m, £78 for 2.0m Also off
the reel.

Both GNLM cables available for
export

quencies will be strongly attenuated, because their energy will be

absorbed by the ferrite powder.The GNLM cables which in addition .

to the above described ferrite technology is further protected with a \

foil shield and a drain wire and specifically manufactured for High :

Enc_i audio use. Said by some to be the most neutral sounding AUDUSA EUPEN GNLM 05/

mains cable on the market .
Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough Cable can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution blocks.

We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site for details.

AUDUSA - Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC ( for certain models of amps by Krell, MF, Levinson etc), Marinco

320 IEC, Figure of eight, Bulgin, USA Hubble,European Schuko, Australian, Swiss, Danish, and Neutrik plugs.
SILVER SILVER SILVER - Upgrade the cable with silver plated contacts on IEC and and MK plug for

an extra £6. IEC’s and MK plugs with silver plated contacts available seperately at £6, £8 and £9
Why Silver plated contacts? Simple, silver is THE BEST conductor of electricity.

LAT AC-2 HI-FI CHOICE - SEPT 2001 - RECOMMENDED MAINS CABLE

We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with SILVERFUSE s a near alloy of sil-

ver and copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED
OR SILVER CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is
the same thing as plating) causes a dioding
effect when signal is passed through resulting
in brightness and distortion. The Silverfuse
process starts with seven nines OFHC copper
wire with a diameter that is slightly larger than
the required size. It is then pulled through a
trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver
deposit, is then forced through a compacting
die where it is subject to tremendous pres-
sure. The silver and the high purity copper are
fused together into a near alloy. The compact-
ing fusion also reduces the wire diameter to
the desired size. No dioding subsequently
occurs with this process. The result provides
for the benefits of silver; which are excellent
definition and clarity, with the high purity cop-
per benefits of warmth and mellowness.

an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the
garbage that contaminates your components. The difference
you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes
advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprietary
Silverfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge and with
PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with
IEC / MK Toughplug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m
£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel.
4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with
UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & approved mains
distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished
in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. It has no
filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, resis-
tors, capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regulators, just
fitted with 1m of AC-2 mains cable.From £166 for 4 way, £198
for 6 way, £229 for 8 way.

LAT INTERNATIONAL - Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker cable- better than
most others at double the price Refer to www.audusa.com for further details or ask for reviews

SUNFIRE CORPORATION - snohomish USA

B New for 2002 Sunfire True Sub Woofer MKIV - 11 inch cube. Signature True Sub-
v | Woofer 13 inch cube and Junior Sub Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz,
& 116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Classic
. ' Tube Pre-amp, Solid state power amps 2 channel (300 x 2 or 600 x 2) and 5 channel (220 x 5 or
= 430 x 5 - yes total of 2150 watts into 8 ohms or 4300 watts into 4 ohms) patented amp technology &
(no heat sinks) and Theatre Grand |l processor pre-amp.

WWW.AUDUSA.COM

¢ Power cable
/' compare with

ten times as
much, then
decide ;

Tel: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 Fax 020 8241 0999 Email: sales@audusa.com
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DIRECTORY

BATH/ BRIST!

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give
your ears a new reference point for the best
sounds at any price. Forget reviews and trying to
put together a system like a patchwork quilt with
the 'best' bits around. It's our job to do the
assessing, you judge the results. Come here, or
we' Il come to you, and plan a system for the
future, even if you spread the purchases. Leave
" upgrade-itis" behind, save money and enjoy
music. Just listen, and you'll know. CD:
Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis,
Balanced Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc),
Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio
Synthesis, Basis, Clearaudio, DNM, Graham,
(The) Groove, Lehmann (Black Cube), Michell,
Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Accuphase,
Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, CAT,
DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra,
Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers:
Audio Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley,
Magneplanar, NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners:
Accuphase, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento,
Chord Co, DNM, Hovland, Nordost, SonicLink,
Siltech, Yamamura Churchill. Mains: Accuphase.

- BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Creyfriars,
Bedford MK40 1HP. Tel: 01234 365165. Email:
richavbed@aol.com. FRIENDLY PERSONAL
SERVICE.  MULTI-ROOM  HOME  INSTALL
SPECIALISTS. FREE HOME SURVEYS. Stockists of
Arcam FMJ, Audioquest, B&W, Bose, Cabletalk,
Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Moth,
Optimum, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, QED, REL,
Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac,
Van den Hul, Yamaha and more. LISTENING
ROOM. 0% FINANCE. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30.
CAR PARK AT REAR OF SHOP.

BIRMINGHAM ‘

SOUND ACADEMY, 111 The Parade, Sutton
Coldfield, Birmingham B72 1PU. Tel: 0121 321
2445. Audio equipment from leading and
specialist brands, with 3 demo floors, home
trials, home cinema with instore demo theatre,
evening demos by appointment. In house service
dept. Mail order avail. Int. free credit subject to
status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late night
Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free
installation. Also at 152a High Street, Bloxwich,
Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 493499/
473499. IBADA]

I\ Bla 'l

NORTHWOOD AUDIO. 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury. Tel: 01296 428790. Established since
1992. Independent specialist retailer. Extensive
Hi-Fi, A/V and Multiroom experience catering to
your needs. From Vinyl to SACD, Valve to Solid
State, from LCD to Plasma. Audiomeca, Audio
Note, Cable Talk, Castle, Chord, The Chord
Company, Cura, Denon, Elac, Epos, Exposure,

Heart, JM Labs, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Michell,
Micromega, Monitor Audio, NAD, Nakamichi,
PMC, ProAc, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Revox,
Roksan, Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Sony, Sennheiser,
Sonus, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Teac, Tube
Technology, Videologic, Vienna Acoustic. Export
orders welcome. 2 demo rooms. Credit facilities
available. Website: www.northwoodaudio.co.uk
Email: info@northwoodaudio.co.uk

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227. All
that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from
quality manufacturers including Naim, Rega,
Bowers & Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity,
Rotel, Primare, Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab,
Spendor, Quadraspire, Royd, Michell, Sonus
Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors & Yamaha. We
offer friendly, helpful advice, interest-free credit
and trade-in facilities, and deliver and install
systems through Cheshire, Merseyside and
North Wales. Open Tues. - Sat 10-5.30,
evenings by arrangement.

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle,
Cheshire. Tel: 0161 428 7887. Please see entry
under Greater Manchester.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd,
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual
specialists. AAD, Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose,
Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harman- Kardon,
Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-
Short, Musical Fidelity, Myryad, NAD, Quad,
Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, UKD, Unico, Vibe,
Videologic, AV Specialists. Demonstration room,
installation service. Easy parking and motorway
access. Mastercard, Visa etc

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, off
West St Car Park, Congleton, Cheshire. Tel
01260 280017 E-mail:
mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk Web site:
hifishowrooms.co.uk. Naim Audio, Audiolab,
Rega, REL, Arcam, Technics, KEF, NAD, Harman-
Kardon, Yamaha, Rotel, Lexicon, RCF,
Millennium, NHT, JBL, Onkyo, Sony, Marantz,
Toshiba, Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, Celestion, Qed,
Teac, Castle. Front and rear projection systems, 3
demonstration rooms, 1 A/V with 8ft screen,
customer car park. The North West's Premier
Audio Visual Specialist. Mastercard, Visa, Amex,
JCB. 9.15-5:30, Closed Sun/Mon

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road,
Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 01202 730865/380018.
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio
Vector, B&W, Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus,
Denon, Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc.
FSseries), NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel,
Tannoy (inc. Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo
rooms, Hi Fi and Home Cinema specialists, easy
parking on site, high quality used equipment,
massive range of audio and video leads and
connectors etc. Credit facilities. Open Tues-Sat

10-5.30 BADA

your area.

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road,
Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 01202
529988/ 520066. www.movement-
audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Opera,
Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, Rotel,
Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi Fi
specialists, full demo facilities, friendly expert
advice, home demo and installation, easy
parking, credit facilities, Visa/Mastercard. Open

Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. BADA
SUTTONS HI-Fl, 18 Westover Road,

Bournemouth. Tel: 01202 555512. Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Atacama, Celestion, Cable Talk,
Denon, Definitive Audio, KEF, Linn, Meridian,
Mission, M+K, QED, Rotel, Sennheiser, Teac,
Sony, Talk Electronics, Tag Mclaren, Wharfedale,
Yamaha, DTS & Dolby Digital, DVD. 2 single
speaker listening rooms, home demonstrations,
free installations.Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for
details

WEYMOUTH HI-Fl, 33-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729/766345
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W,
Castle, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project,
Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha plus large range
of PA. and DJaudio and lighting, multi room
and commercial installation specialists, Home
Cinema and DVD, Projection TV and plasma, 2
demo rooms, credit facilities, Visa/ Mastercard
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

CHEW AND OSBORNE, 148 High Street,
Epping, Essex CM16 4AC. Tel: 01992 574242.
26 King Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1ES.
Tel: 01799 523728. Specialists in home
entertainment equipment for over 35 years.
Demo facilities in all branches with extensive
range of Hi-Fi & A/V products including
Yamaha, Pioneer, Sony, Arcam, Bose, B&W,
Marantz, Tannoy, Cable Talk, Pro-Ject. Plasma
screen specialists. Installation service available.
Interest free credit facilities. Service department

Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most
vital step in acquiring the system that is
right for you. This unique directory gives
full information on dealers able to help in

HEREFORDSHIRE =

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road,
Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081.
www.englishaudio.co.uk.  Acoustic  Energy,
Arcam, ATC, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, Elac,
Exposure, JM Lab, KEF, Loewe, Marantz, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Pink Triangle,
Pioneer, Primaire, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, Ruark,
Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Tivoli, Vienna Acoustics,
Wharfedale, Yamaha and others. Single speaker
demo room. Home trial. Free install. Service
dept. Mastercard, Visa, Credit arranged. Open
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm

~ HERTFORDSHIRE

DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS, 6 Market Place, St.
Albans, Herts. Tel: 01727 851596. Hert's
premier Hi-Fi/AV specialists, est. 1946. Full
home cinema demonstration suite. Whether your
needs are large or small, we stock it all: Arcam,
Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, B&O, Pioneer, REL,
JWVC, KEF Reference, Mission-Cyrus, Ruark,
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free delivery
and installation. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL, 6-8 Bancroft,
Hitchin, Herts SG5 1JQ. Tel: 01462 452248, fax:
01462 458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcam,
B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and many
others. Hi-Fi listening room and A/V demo
room. Workshop off premises. Mastercard, Amex,
Visa, Diners. Interest free and instant credit.
Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat E-mail:
davidortonaudiovisual @compuserve.com

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD, DOVER
HI-Fl, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304
207562. Acoustic Energy, Musical Fidelity,
Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Roksan,
Rotel, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha. A/V demo
room. Full service department. Open Mon-Sat 9-
S. Closed Wednesdays. Credit facilities, major
credit cards accepted.  Established 30 years.

Expert advice. Friendly service.




ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan WN1 TNL. Tel: 01942 234202.
fFor the best hi-fi and home cinema products
from quality manufacturers including  B&W,
Royd, Bryston, Neat, Michelle, Naim, Rega,
Cyrus, NAD, KEF, Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian,
JM Lab, PMC, Project, Quadraspire. We offer
friendly advice, excellent demonstration
facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and
installation throughout the North West.
Opening hours 10.00 5.30 Tuesday to
Saturday, evenings by appointment.

LEICESTER HI FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: 0116 253 9753,
fax: 0116 262 6097. Website:
www.leicesterhifi.co.uk. Email:
info@leicesterhifi.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Bryston,
Chord Electronics, Copland, Cyrus, Denon, Greig
IK Loudspeakers, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Miller &
Kreisel, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Nautilus, Pioneer, PMC, Project,
Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Sony, Talk Electronics,
Tannoy, Teac, Technics, Yamaha, etc. 4 listening
areas/rooms over 3 floors, we can demonstrate,
deliver and install. Hi/A/V and multiroom.
Credit facilities. All cards taken, open Mon - Sat
9.30-5.30 B A

ZOUCH AUDIO LTD, The Old Coach House,
Off  South  Street, Ashby De-La-Zouch,
Leicestershire LE65 TAN. Tel: 01530 414128. We
have ranges of equipment that will suit everyone
from the Hi-Fi newcomer to the most demanding
enthusiast. Advantage, Aloia, Apollo, Argento,
Audioquest, Balanced Audio Technology,
Boulder, Burmester, Cabass, Clearaudio, Creek,
Croft, Ecosse, Epos, HNE, Hovland, Kharma, Linn
Classic, Lothx, Lumley Loudspeakers, Magnat,
Meadowlark Loudspeakers, Musical Fidelity,
NAD, Pass Labs, Project, Red Rose, Roksan, SAT,
Sonic Link, Sonus Systems, Soundstyle, Sugden,
Thule, Triangle, Van Den Hul, Videologic, Vienna
Acoustics, VTL, Wadia. Open Tues-Sat Only 3
minutes from junction 13A/M42.

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square,
Stamford, Lincs PE9 2AJ. Tel: 01780 762128.
Aiwa, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission,
NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Technics, Yamaha, plus all
major speaker manufacturers. Expert advice,
comparator demonstrations on two floors, part
exchange, Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No
appointments necessary, home trial facilities,
free  installation,  service  department.
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance
available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed Thursdays.

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street,
London WIT 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, fax: 020
7436 7165. E-mail: help@ comnflake.co.uk. Open
Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7. The specialists in high
quality sound, be it for one room or many more.
They offer friendly advice, and a full delivery and
installation service is available. Two listening

rooms with full A/V facilities demonstrating
Arcam, ATC, AVI, Barco, Bryston, Dynaudio, Mark
Levinson, Naim, Origin Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega,
Royd, Yamaha and more. Service department.
Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide
mail order service. Still the coolest Hi-Fi shop in
London. www.cornflake.co.uk.

GRAHAMS HI-Fl, Canonbury Yard, 190a New
North Rd, London N1. Tel: 020 7226 5500.
Winner Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer
Award 1986/89/90. " One of the 5 best hi-fi
shops in the world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian,
Naim, Rega, etc. Systems from £500. Free
parking, 4 demo rooms, service dept, open Tues-
Sat. Ring for appointment.

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea SW11. Tel: 020 7924 2040. Juicy fruit
from London's newest, freshest hi-fi/home
cinema retailer. Telephone for demonstrations or
just pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient
service, free home installation, credit cards, 0%
finance available, plus all the very best from:
Arcam, Cable Talk, Chord Co, Demion, Denon
Lifestyle, Epos, NAD, Naim, Neat, QED
Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd,
Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Wilson
Benesch, Yamaha with more to come. The
innovative AudioVisual retailer. IBADA

GREATER MANCHESTER

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham OL1
3LQ. Tel: 0161 633 2602, fax: 0161 633 2502.
Arcam, Audiolab, Rega, Naim, Rotel, Royd,
Marantz, Sonus Faber, Ruark, Epos, Denon,
Yamaha, Bang & Olufsen. Free installation.
Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open
Tuesday- Saturday 10-5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan WN1 INL. Tel: 01942 234202.
See main entry under Lancashire.

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry under
Cheshire.

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road,
Hatchend, Middlesex HAS 4HR. Tel: 020 8420
1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, Castle,
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo,
KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridan,
Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
Naim, Panasonic, Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad,
REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber,
Tag Mclaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta,
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home trial
facilities. Free installation. Customised multi-
room systems. All major credit cards accepted.
Full credit facilities available. Tues - Sat 10.30-
5.30, Thurs 10.30-6.30.

WEST MIDLANDS

SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street,
Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922
493499/ 473499. Audio equipment from
leading and specialist brands, with 3 demo

floors, home trials, home cinema with instore
demo theatre, evening demos by appointment.
In house service dept. Mail order avail. Int. free
credit subject to status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm.
Late night Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing
and free installation. Also at 111 The Parade,
Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham B72 1PU. Tel:

0121 321 2445. IBADAI
MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road,

Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 8DL. Tel: 0121 429
2811, Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, Castle,
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo,
KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridan,
Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
Panasonic, Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad, REL,
Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag
Mclaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta,
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home trial
facilities. Free installation. Customised multi-
room systems. All major credit cards accepted.
Full credit facilities available. Tues - Sat 10.30-
5.30, Thurs 10.30-6.30

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, Solihull,
W. Midlands B92 8JL. Tel: 0121 742 0254. Tues

- Sat 10.30-5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30 BADA
MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street,

Stourbridge, W. Midlands BY8 1AB. Tel: 01384
444184. Tues - Sat 10.30-5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30
BADA

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, Sutton
Coldfield, W. Midlands B73 5DT. Tel: 0121 354
2311. Tues - Sat 10.30-5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road,
Stafford ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216. See our
main entry under Cheshire.

NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School
Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG. Tel: 01508
570829. Audio Analogue, Bayer, Bryston,
Cabletalk, Chord Co., Creek, Opera Speakers,
Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook,
Naim, Opera, ProAc, PMC, Sound Organisation,
Rega, Royd, Soundstyle, Teac, etc. 2
comprehensive demo rooms. Home trial. Free
installation. Visa, Mastercard, HP facilities. 0%
Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat.

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 Llondon Road North,
Lowestoft NR32 1HB. Tel: 01502 582853. See
main entry under Suffolk.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time buyer
and the seasoned audiophile with the same high
level of care and interest. Our aim is long term
customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
impartial advice, quality back-up service and a
genuine interest in your needs. We have an
established reputation for delivering sound
quality benchmarks with innovation. Our range
of carefully selected brands includes Art Audio,
Border Patrol, Living Voice, Musical Fidelity,
Wadia and many more. We have extensive part-
exchanged stock. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat
10.00-1.30. Visa/Mastercard /Switch/Amex
For more information call 0115 973 3222 or fax
0115 973 3666.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919.
www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the area's
leading specialists. Relax in our superb
demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best in
Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema solutions.
Our outstanding customer service means a two-
year parts and labour guarantee, an on-site
service department and a full delivery and
installation service. Home trials and free easy
parking are also available. Established in 1968,
we have been giving sound advice for over 30
years. Open Mon-Sat 9 - 5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford OX10 OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, fax:
01491 825024. Founded 1975. Great deals on
Aura, B&W, Denon, Dual, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha. Home
trial, installation and delivery service. Service
dept on site. 2 yr guarantee on most products.
Interest free credit on selected items. 1 home
cinema room, 2 listening rooms. Mastercard,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-
5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.Ds stocked.

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury
OX16 8LR. Tel: 01295 272158. Arcam, Bose,
Cura, Denon, Linn Products, Mission, Naim
Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible unbiased
advice, call Oxfordshire' s audio experts. Superb
demo facilities. Home cinema, multiroom &
commercial installations. No appts nec, service
dept, free install, home trial. Mastercard, Visa,
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.
IBADA|

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay
Hse, Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. Tel: 01865
790879, fax: 01865 791665. E-mail:
oxford.audio@btinternet.com. Quad, Denon,
B&W, Pink Triangle, Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD,
Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz,
Copland, Teac, Audio Analogue, Castle, Yamaha,
Proac, REL. Demo room. Home trial and free
installation. Instant credit, Mastercard, Amex,
Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat. [BADA|

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, S Dogpole, Shrewsbury SY1
1EN. Tel: 01743 236055. Email sales@creative-
audio.co.uk, www.creative-audio.co.uk. One of
the largest ranges of quality Hifi/Audio Visual
equipment outside of London. Arcam, Ash,
Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, Cura,
Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Heybrook, KEF, Mission,
Onkyo, Optimum, NAD, Naim, QED, Quad, Rega,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Teac, Wharfedale.
Large selection of bargain special purchases
available on most makes. Comfortable listening
room, expert installation (including multiroom
and DVD home cinema), free 2 & S year
warranties, selected used equipment, part-
exchange welcome, specialist workshop
facilities. Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Amex and

low cost finance from £250 up to £15,000.

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street,
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE. Tel: 01935 479361.




54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 01823 326688.
www.mikemanning audio.co.uk. The Hifi and
A/V specialists. The best in Hifi from: Arcam,
B&W, Castle, Denon, Densen, Heybrook, JM Lab,
KEF, Loewe TV & Video, Marantz, Naim Audio,
NAD, Pioneer, PMC, Rega, Rotel, Royd,
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Dedicated listening lounge
for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations.
Home installations on most systems. Full service
department. Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit
Closed Mondays

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road,
Stafford ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel:
01785 258216. All that's best in Hi -Fi and
Home Cinema from quality manufacturers
including Naim, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins,
Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac,
Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef,
NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC
Plasma & Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful
advice, interest -free credit and trade-in
facilities, and deliver and install systems
throughout Staffordshire and the Midlands.
Opening hours Tues. - Sat. 10.30-6.00, evenings
by arrangement.

ANGLIA AUDIO;, The Street, Hessett, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk IP30 9AZ. Tel: 01359 270212.
Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-
fi since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Wednesdays
and Sundays. Evening and Sunday demos by
appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 Llondon Road North,
Lowestoft NR32 1HB. Tel: 01502 582853. The
shop for real Hi-Fi separates and home cinema.
Refreshingly different range as well as
established manufacturers. Hi-Fi from budget to
high-end, transistor & valve. A/V from £100 to
a £100,000 custom install. Projection systems,
DVD players and movies. Separate demo room,
range of credit facilities, free fitting & the best
and friendliest service available. IBADA|

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich IP1
2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email: HiFi@eastern-
audio.com. Giving sound advice for over 25
years. Parking. Demo room. Lots of free advice.
Arcam, Meridian, Denon, Quad, NAD, B&W,
Celestion, Project, KEF, Castle, Technics, Top
Tape, plus all the usual and unusual leads,
cables, stands, racks, headphones, cartridges &

styli etc. BADA

STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, Borough Lane, Gt
Finborough, Suffolk P14 3AS. Tel: 01449
675060 Specialist Hi-Fi dealer with great
products from Acoustic Solutions, Alchemist,
Atacama, Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, DPA,
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Grado, JM Labs,
Kimber, Magnat, Neat, Nordost, QED, SonicLink,
Sonneteer, Sound Organisation, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Van den Hul, other makes and
used equipment available, call us for more
details.

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, Est 1962, 244-
256 Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge,
Surrey KT15 2PS. Tel: 01932 854522/

832400/851753, fax 01932 832432. Open 7
Days a week, Mon-Sat 9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun
10-4pm. Large free car park, fully equipped
service department, massive showroom. Arcam,
Audio Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Elac,
Jamo, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Sennheiser, Sony,
Tannoy, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale,
Yamaha home cinema, widescreen TV, projection
TV, Laserdisc. Int. free credit. All major credit
cards.

INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: 020 8943
3530. Arcam, Densen, B&W Nautilus, Musical
Technology, Meridian, Linn, Naim Audio, Neat
Acoustics, Royd, Rega Research, Rotel,
Shahinian, Proceed & more. Single speaker
listening room. Appts pref, free installation,
service dept. Major credit cards. Closed Mon,
Tues-Fri 10.30-7. Sat 10-6.

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU1 4RY.
Tel: 01483 504801/ 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-
6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian,
Mission/Cyrus, Kef, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer,
Primare, Proac, Quad, REL, Rega, Rotel, Tag
Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo rooms for Hi-Fi/home
cinema, parking, delivery & installation. Service

department on premises. Call now.
BADA

SUSSEX (EAST)

THE POWERPLANT, 40 Church Rd , Hove , East
Sussex, BN3 2FN. Fax: 01273 748419. E-mail
email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever your budget
we can help you choose from our carefully
selected range of today's finest hi-f i and home
cinema equipment. Recommended agencies
include Arcam, ATC, B&W, B&O, Cyrus, DEF Tech,
Imerge, Linn, Living Control, M&K, PMC, ProAc,
QED Systemline, Rega, Revel, Seleco, Stewart,
Tag Mclaren Audio, Yamaha. Excellent
demonstration facilities, knowledgeable and
friendly staff. Multiroom specialist, CEDIA
member. Open Tues - Sat 10.30 am- 5.30 pm.
Late evenings by appointment. All major credit
cards. Full credit facilities.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel: 01342
328065. www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home
cinema & multiroom specialists. Authorised
stockists of: Arcam (inc. FMJ, DIVA &Alpha),
ASH, The Chord Company, Cyrus, KEF (inc.
Reference), Linn (inc. CD12 & Klimax), Loewe
(inc. Spherros), Marantz, Mission, Naim (inc. CDS
& NAP500), Pioneer, PMC, Primaire, ProAc, Pro-
ject, QED, Quadraspire, Rel, Rotel, Ruark, SIM2
(inc. DLP), Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Tag Mclaren, TEAC, Thorens & more.
Probably the largest demonstration stock in the
South, with three dedicated demonstration
rooms together with a friendly team of staff and
service facility. Finance available. 9.30-6 Mon-

Sat. BADA
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est 1945),

Littlehampton Road, Worthing, (near Thomas a
Becket). Tel: 01903 264141.  E-mail:
sales@bowersand wilkins.co.uk. Web site:
www.bowersandwilkins.co.uk. 1 minute from
A24 & A27. Free local parking. Acoustic Energy,
B&W, Denon, JBL, Marantz, NAD, Optimum,

Philips, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, and many more
in 4 demo rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and home
cinema, DVD and projection TV. Service dept,
installations. Open 6 days a week. Mastercard,
Visa, instant credit to £1,000 subject to status.

TYNE AND WEAR

GLOBAL HI-FI CENTRE. HI-FI & HOME
THEATRE SPECIALISTS. 87 CLAYTON STREET,
NEWCASTLE NET SPY. TELEPHONE : 0191 230
3600 FAX: 0191 222 0286 EMAIL
INFO@GLOBALHIFICENTRE.COM
WWW.GLOBALHIFICENTRE.COM. GLOBAL HI-FI
CENTRE FOR THE PERFECT SOLUTION IN HI-FI,
HOME THEATRE, HOME AUTOMATION &
LIGHTING CONTROL SYSTEMS, THREE SUPERB
STATE-OF- THE-ART DEMONSTRATION ROOMS.
AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MAJOR
MANUFACTURERS, INCLUDING ALL THE THE
LATEST THX SURROND SYSTEMS. GLOBAL HI-FI
CENTRE BRINGING SOUND AND VISION

HOME. CEDIA|

WILTSHIRE

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street,
Salisbury.  Tel: 01722 322169/330841.
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio
Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord Company,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian
(inc. Digital theatre), Mission, Michell, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Nordost, Opera, Project, QED,
Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. Home Cinema and Hi
Fi specialists, multi room and commercial
installation specialists, service dept. on site, high
quality used equipment, projection TV and
plasma. 2 demo rooms, credit facilities,
Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 Ceorge Street, Hedon,
Hull, HU12 8JH. Tel 01482 891375
www.theaudioroom.co.uk The North East's
premier dealer. We have three stunning
showrooms together with a dedicated listening
room and are authorised agents for Linn
Products, Naim Audio, Cyrus, Sugden, Rega,
Unison  Research, Pathos, Graaf, Audio
Analogue, Rotel, B&W, Spendor, PMC, Sonus
Faber, Ortofon, Base, Quadraspire, Stands
Unique, The Chord Company, QED, Townsend,
Black Rhodium, Loewe television. Open Mon-Sat,
9am-7pm (later if required). Credit facilities and
home demonstrations available. Free and easy
car parking as well as a relaxed and comfortable
environment assured.The North East's friendliest
hi-fi dealer.

ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull HU1 3BA. Tel:
01482 587397. Hull's best Hi-Fi store! From
entry-level systems to high-end exotica. Friendly
service, impartial advice, home demonstrations,
free installations, car parking, and the best range
of quality products including...Audio Analogue,
Acoustic Energy, Audio Note, Audion, Densen,
Denon, Dynaudio, EAR, Graff, NAD, Naim Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Musical Technology, Michell,
Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Ruark, Sugden, Teac,
Unison Research, Yamaha and many others
Open Mon-Sat. Instant credit facilities available.
Feel free to call for more details.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield
Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302
727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274. Email:
info@thehifistudios freeserve.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home
cinema and multi-room experts. Musical Fidelity,
Tag Mclaren, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark,
Castle, Teac, Unison Research, John Shearne,
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth,
Alchemist, NAD, Michell Turntables, Nottingham
Analogue Studios, Audio Analogue, Living
Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics,
Celestion (A Series only), Opera, Trichord
Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax
Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL
Subwoofers, Yamaha A/V, Proceed Digital
Cinema, Tag Mclaren & Denon Home Cinema
products,  plus  others.  Viewing  and
demonstration by appointment. Home trials and
free installation on hi-fi equipment. Mastercard,
Credit card and finance facilities. Phone for more
information. 10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 10am-5pm
Sat. Closed Sunday & Monday. ITITd

SCOTLAND

LOUD & CLEAR, now in Glasgow and
Edinburgh, find out more at www.loud-
clear.co.uk. Scotland's finest and friendliest Hi-Fi
stores, combining knowledgeable advice with
specially selected products and exceptional
customer service. Comfortable hi-fi and home
cinema demonstration rooms, dedicated multi-
room and home cinema installation team, full
service and repair facilities. Naim Audio, DNM,
Crimson, Primare, Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren,
Rega, NAD, Marantz, Denon, ProAc, Kef
Reference, Living Voice, Ruark, Dali, Monitor
Audio, Tannoy, JM Labs, VDH, Nordost, Chord
Co, Ash Design, Optimum, Quadraspire, etc, etc.
Open Tues-Sat 0am-6pm. Thurs till 7pm. 520 St
Vincent St, Finnieston, Glasgow. Tel: 0141 221
0221 and 26 Hamilton Place, Stockbridge,

Edinburih. Tel: 0131 226 6500.

SOUNDS PERFECT. Hi-fi at it's best. 26 St.
Andrews Street, Dundee. Tel: 01382 266592,
fax: 01382 229994, E-mail: sales@sounds-
perfect.co.uk.  Exceptional  quality —and
professional service at Dundee’s premier Hi-Fi
store. Open 6 days a week. 10 - 7 Mon - Thurs,
10 - 6 Fri &Sat. Demonstrations are available
outside of these hours by appointment. Main
dealers for Arcam, Rotel, Marantz, Technics,
Roksan, Sony, Musical Fidelity, Tannoy, Mission &
B&W

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry under
Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham.
Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration room,
installation service. Easy parking and motorway
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See main entry
under Cheshire.



Introducing

the ea series R
of amplifiers b@/ ECS“! \\‘ |

,

Whether it’s music or film the EA series will.
enhance your passion.

A range of amplifiers designed by enthusiasts for enthusiasts.

* Mono Bloc & Stereo versions Contact us for more info and
* 200w per channel : for your nearest dealer.

* Transformer balanced inputs ECS Lid

* Unbalanced audiophile gold phono connectors 020 8932 7995

* Ultra low impurity PCB copper track 020 8743 8880

* Zero inductance components used in critical paths

* Ultra low tolerance and inductance components
used throughout

* Ultra short audio signal path
* Hand selected audio grade components

* 3 years parts and labour warranty




BUYING HI-FI? THERE’S ONLY ONE WAY!!!
| believe there is only one way to successfully buy hi-fi. You must try and test any item selected for evaluation in the
comfort of your own home in the environment you know. No demonstration room can tell you how the sound will be in

your own home. There are so many factors that contribute to different sounds even in rooms that are identical in size -
carpets, furniture, wall paintings, even wall paper makes a difference.

Our unique extendable one months trial system has to be the best way of all. It will almost definitely cost you
less in the long run. Couple this with the largest selection and choice of some of the worlds very best
hi-fi products, the very best service and advice, many years of experience (since the 1960’s) and the results have
to be the best available anywhere.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE NOT REGRET

Call me for our company brochure and product leaflet and full details of the best way to buy hi-fi. yoén ye/%«iea*

$ 00000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

UPGRADE SCHEME

Buy today and get a written guarantee that if you upgrade your system by 100% within two years, we will give
you 75% of your original purchase price of any single item or complete system. Please ask for details and
conditions of this amazing scheme.

< NEW SHOWROOMS NOW OPEN - 4 FLOORS OF THE WORLDS BEST HIFI ¢

Sounds Of Music 10-12 Chapel Place / 6 London Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. TN1 1YQ / TN11DQ
Tel: 01892 547003 / *545688 Fax: 01892 616383
www.sounds-of-music.co.uk

Acapella, Acoustic Zen, Avantgarde, Argento, Audio Synthesis, Advantage, Audience, Audio Physics, Apollo, Aloia, Audio Note, Audio Research, Audio Analogue, A.VI., AT.C., Acoustic Energy, Aremo, Atacama, Base, Balanced Audio
Technologies, Black Rhodium, Boulder, Bow, Bose, Burmester, Cabasse, Covergent Audio Technology, Copland, Celestion, Copulare, Clear Audio, Clearlight Audio, Dunlavy, Echo-Busters, Eggleston Works, Electrocompanient, Gamut, Graham,
Grado, Halcro, Harbeth, Hovland, Jamo, JM Labs, Kharma, Koetsu, Krell, KEF, Klipsch, Lumley, Lyra, Lamm, LA.T, Lavardin, Meadowlark, Marantz, Martin Logan, Mitchell, Neat, Nordost, Opera, Optimum, Ortofon, Orchid, Parasound,
Pipedreams, Plinius, Project, Passlabs, Pro-ac, Pink Triangle, Primare, QED, Quad, Rel, Renaissance, Rogue Audio, S.A.T, SME, Shure, Sennheiser, Spendor, Sound Lab, Soundstyle, Sumiko, Steinhart, Straight Wire, Sonus-Faber, Stands Unique,
Teac, Theta, Tannoy, Townshend, Transparent, Transfiguration, Unison Research, Van Den Hull, Veritas, Wisdom, Wilson, Wadia.



BACK ISSUES

Meridian takes digital sound to another level

i)umrum LEAP

AUGUST 2002/1SSUE 230
W Group test: Radio tuners

M Group test: High-power amplifiers
M High end, real-world systems pt1

M Meridian DVD-A/V processor

Y . XL

SUMMER 2002/1SSUE 231
M Hi-fi that rocked the world feature
M Group Test: CD players £300-£800
M Group Test: Speakers £500-£1,000
M Musical Fidelity A308CR pre/power

SEPTEMBER 2002/ISSUE 232
M Group Test: Stereo amps £200-£450
W Group Test: Multichannel speakers
M High end, real-world systems pt2

W B&W Signature 805 loudspeaker

pn rlcmuma

OCTOBER 2002/1SSUE 233

M Digital recording special

B Group Test: Digital audio recorders
W Group Test: Standmount speakers

M Marantz DVB300 universal disc player,

[wew recunonosr srceint

HI-FIC

i

‘Wikson Benesch's Chimera.

—
DVD-AUDIO AND
SACD EXPOSED
The latest players rated

NOVEMBER 2002/ISSUE 234
M Special new technology issue

B Croup Test: DVD-A/SACD players

B Group Test: Speakers £230-£350

M Group Test: Phono stages

DECEMBER 2002/1SSUE 235
W Group Test: CD separates systems

W Croup Test: Multichannel amps

M Group Test: Phono cartridges

W Arcam AV8B/P7 AV processor/amp

TO ORDER YOUR BACK ISSUES

YOUR DETAILS
Name
Address

Back issues from 1999 onwards are

£4.00 (UK) or £6.95 (overseas). Both
prices include p&p. Order by phone

E-mail address
Card Number
Expiry Date

Signed

UK READERS

Future Publishing Ltd,
freepost BS4 900, Somerton,
Somerset TA11 6BR

Postcode

OVERSEAS READERS

Future Publishing Ltd,
freepost BS4 900, Somerton,
Somerset TA11 618, UK

n (01458) 271147 or e-mail:
entertainment.subs@futurenet.co.uk.
We accept Mastercard and Visa credit, or
Switch debit cards. Or send a cheque or
— PO made out to Future Publishing using

the form on the right.

‘ available by mail order. They cost
|
[

If you're interested in an HFC review

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?

MONTH & YEAR

ISSUE NUMBER

of an older component and the back
issue has sold out, we can usually
send photocopies of individual
reviews to any UK address for a flat
fee (inc. p&p) of £5 per review. You

AMOUNT

must know in which issue the original

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING?

Make cheques/POs payable
to Future Publishing Ltd.
(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?

UK £4 (per issue), Overseas £6.95 (per issue)

review appeared; we are unable to
search back issues for old reviews.
Send a written request, enclosing a
cheque for £5 made payable to

CHEQUE Q - .
MASTERCARD 3 Fl{tuAre PuAbhshmg. Ltd, t0:

SWITCH a Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service,

VISA . Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street,
POSTAL ORDER a

London W1U 6FP.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS.

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY

NEXT
MONTH

Cyrus 8
integrated amp

JANUARY 2003 - A NEW YEAR IN HI-FI
It's a new year, with exciting new possibilities. And to

celebrate, next month’s issue is full of top new kit.
STATEMENTS

Musical Fidelity puts its money where its mouth is
with the new Tri-Vistor SACD player, Living Voice is
back with a new version of the Auditorium
loudspeaker, Classé has the power with its new pre
and power amp combo and Sim Audio’s Moon CD
player is coming your way.

IN-DEPTH TEST - ARCAM DV88
Arcam’s new DVD is something special, therefore it

gets special treatment — a whole three page
In-Depth test with lab reports and a full hi-fi MOT.
GROUP TEST - DACS

Want to to teach an old dog new tricks? Plug in a
DAC and you could save yourself a fortune. But how
much do you need to spend? Our six-way test looks
at the latest batch with their fancy chipsets.
GROUP TEST - FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS

A definitive guide to some of the best floorstanders
between £750-£1,500. Read how Polk, Epos, Dali
and Castle fare against the competition.

GROUP TEST: BIG NAME DVD PLAYERS

We rigorously test the audio/video performance of
new players from major hi-fi spedialists, featuring
Primare, Cyrus, Roksan and Denon.
INDUSTRY PROFILE

Fancy a look at PMC's factory and studio
installations? So did we and while we were there we
nabbed a pair of the mighty new 1B2 speakers for
review when the staff were on their tea break.
PLUS

New speakers from ATC and the new Cyrus 8 amp.

Hi-Fi Choice 237 on sale 24 December

awards 2002 | www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI-FI CHOICE 137




evolution

Cyrus' legendary ampilifiers have evolved!
Back in 2001, Cyrus began a project to evolve our integrated amplifier
designs to incorporate technologies researched over the last five
years. After many months of acoustic tuning and detailed
electrical re-evaluation lasting more than a year, we are proud
to announce the arrival of our evolutionary new Cyrus 8.
This extraordinary amplifier sets new standards and
strengthens Cyrus’ position at the leading edge
of what’s possible in audio design today.
For the full story on how our
amplifiers have evolved, please
visit our website at
www.cyrusaudio.com.

Cyrus Electronics
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 6XY

Tel: ' +44 (0)1480 435577
Fax: +44 (0)1480 437715
email: info@cyrusaudio.com

www.cyrusaudio.com
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