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lntro 

W 
oke up this mornin; pain in mah head, 

chilled to the bone, wanna slip back to 

bed ... sing with me friends, it's time 

for the Bonechillin' Winter Blues ... 

As I write, the winds are howling, the snow is 

falling, the beautiful chaos of Christmas has faded 

like the winter sun. Yet HFC has the perfect remedy 

- pour yourself a large one, stretch out on the sofa 

and warm your soul with our patent recipe of 

piping hot kit and moist, molten music. 

Of course, we don't suggest you do anything as 

mundane as read a magazine while listening to these 

glorious sounds, but if you fancy a break you'll find 

plenty to peruse inside this issue. For musos, 

maintaining a dedicated CD player remains highly 

recommended to wring maximum music from the 

original digital disc. This month sees a mass of new 

machines tried and tested, including a group test at 

hi-fi's 'affordable high end' (ie circa £1 ,000) and an 

exclusive review ofNaim;s awesome CDX2. 

Mind you, these days even audiophiles want video 

playback roo, and perhaps hi-fi standard 

multichannel sound, for which we offer our group 

of specialist AV amp systems. Then there's Arcam's 

DY88 Plus, the first DVD player (just) ro boast 

PAL progressive scan for true 

'high fidelity' video. Add our 

usual concoction of news, reviews 

and features and it's no wonder 

we're knackered. Time ro hit the 

sofa- mine's a JD and Coke ... Ti m Bowern editor 

Star products in this issue 

3 2 CLASSE CDP-10 
Spanking CD player 

56 NAIM CDX2/ XPS 
CD player/power supply 

45 PRIMARE SP31.7/ AV30.5 
· Outstonding AV amp 

60 UNN KLIMAX KONTROL 
Stereo preamp 
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18 POLKLSi7 
LOUDSPEAKER 

07NEWS Harman Kardon 
AVR5550 AV receiver 

HI·FICHDICE 
PRODUCT REVIEWS 
14 INCOMING NEW GEAR 
14 Sony RCD-W3 CD recorder 
15 Energy Connoisseur C-3 speaker 
16 Yamaha DVD-S830 DVD player 
17 Monitor Audio Bronze B2 speaker 
18 Cyrus DVD8 DVD player 
18 Polk LSi7 speaker 

20 INSTANT UPGRADES GADGETS 
20 Caig ProGold contact spray 
20 Phi lex Select speaker cable 
20 Russ Andrews Shorties phono plugs 
21 Caig DeoxiT contact spray 
21 Russ Andrews Focus Rings 
21 Vivanco SILS 22523 speaker cable 

22 SYSTEM ADDICT SYSTEM TEST 
22 CEC TL-1 X/DX71 CD transport/DAC 
22 Edge Signature One pre/power amp 
22 Silverline Sonata 11 loudspeakers 
22 Synergistic Research Designers cables 
22 Solid Tech Rack of Silence support 

26 IN-DEPTH SOLO TEST 
26 Arcam DV88 Plus DVD player 

30 GROUPTEST 

CD PLAYERS f900-f1,600 
32 ClasseCDP-10 
33 Cyrus CD7Q 
34 Exposure XXII 
35 Meridian 507 
36 NAD S500i 
37 Van Medevoort CD230 

40 GROUP TEST 

AV AMP SYSTEMS f2,900-f4,200 
42 Cyrus AV8/smart power x3 
43 Marantz PS-17/SM-17 x2 
44 Naim AV2/NAPV 175/NAP 150 
45 Prima re SP31.7 I A30.5 

48 TEST FEATURE 

MAINS ACCESSORIES £140-£385 
50 Ecosse Reference Big Red Powerchord 
50 Eichmann Express power cable 
50 lsotek Clean line mains distribution unit 
51 PS Audio Mini Lab mains cable 
51 PS Audio Ultimate Outlet 
51 Russ Andrews Silencer Block 

56 STATEMENTS HIGH-END TESTS 
56 Naim CDX2 CD player and XPS power supply 
50 Linn Klimax Kontrol stereo preamplifier 
62 Dynaudio Confidence C2 speaker 
66 Balanced Audio Technology VK-300x stereo amp 



NEWS 8r FEATURES 
6 AUDIO FILE NEWS AND VIEWS 
Insight from hi-fi's cutting edge. 

25 CHOICE CUTS SOFTWARE 
New and recent releases, rated for sound and content. 

48 THE SCIENCE OF MAl NS 
Why clean mains power makes a difference. 

52 FEATURE HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Ten top tips to improve your listening room. 

69 RETRO HI-FI REVISITED 
The ground-breaking Arcam Delta 150 Nicam tuner. 

71 MUSO CL ASSIC ALBUMS 
Tom Waits's junkyard gem, Swordfishtrombones. 

73 DIGITALIA DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
Progressive scan under the spotlight. 

130 OUTRO HI-FI EXTREME 
David Vivian on the hi-fi from hell. 

READER SERVICES 
Our regular information service, including where to buy, 
how to get a back issue and second-hand kit for sale 
74 How to Subscribe 
7 5 Reader Classified 
117 Glossary 
129 Back Issues/Next Month 
118 Dealer Guide 
126 Dealer Directory 

I'JI'JI' .. ';!'JI'J EXCEPTIONAL 
I'JI'JI'JI'J VERY GOOD 
I'JI'JI'J AVERAGE 
I'JI'J SOMETHING LACKING 
I'J 

HI-FICHDICE 
maganne 

* 

M:rntJ:fii'M 
The Hi-Fi Choice 

Best Buy badge is 

only awarded to 

products found to 

offer exceptional 

performance and 

value for money 

in an HFC Croup 

Test. Buy this kit 

with absolute 

confidence. 

HHICHDICE 
maganne 

* 

Recommended 

Awarded to out­

standing products 

in our Croup Tests 

that may not offer 

such exceptional 

value-for-money as 

a Best Buy, or may 

not be suitable for 

everyone, but still 

turn in a convincing 

performance. 

Products in the 

Statements and 

In-Depth sections 

that really blow us 

away are eligible for 

a special Award 

badge. The coveted 

Editor's Choice 

Award is reserved for 

high-end products of 

exceptional quality. 

For 28 years, our unique tests have brought you the most 

accurate guide to buying hi-fi. Our mix of thorough Group Tests 

and in-depth solo reviews ensures HFCis the magazine to trust 

48 TEST FEATURE: MAINS 
CABLES, BLOCKS AND FILTERS 

40 GROUP TEST: AV AMP SYSTEMS 
FOUR MASTERS OF THE AV UNIVERSE 

56 NAIM CDX2 AND XPS 
CD PLAYER AND POWER SUPPLY 

DYNAUDIO 

CONFIDENCE C2 

LOUDSPEAKER 

...,,"'.,• 

·�·' 

- - ---

... 
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OVO I CO I MP3 Play� T 512 

NAD'S ENTERTAINMENT 
BUDGET-FRIENDLY DISC-SPINNER WITH A NEW FINISH 

tc::::\ NAD's latest solution for high quality 

'0 disc-spinning on a budget is the T512 DVD 

player. Officially described as a DVD/CD player, the 

new f250 machine is well specified, with equal 

attention said to be paid to audio and video playback. 

NAD claims that the T512 makes an excellent CD 

player, with CD-R/RW and MP3-CD compatibility. 

WHAT A LARK 
MEADOWLARK SPEAKERS FLY IN 

On the video side, familiar hi-fi engineering techniques 

have been used, like short signal paths for minimum 

interference. NAD traditionalists may raise an eyebrow 

at the new titanium finish option for the T512 and the 

equally silver new receiver, the T742. 

m Lenbrook UK 01908 319360 

® www.nadelectronics.com 

tc::::\ A range of loudspeakers from US brand Meadowlark will be 

'0 flying into the UK from New York, distributed by turntable 

manufacturer Avid. Meadowlark has been making speakers since 

1987, with its origins in the custom build market. 

KEY FEATURES 

® Dolby DigitalfPCM/DTS digital out 

® 5-Video and Composite video outputs 

® Component Video output 

{120V version only) 

® SCART with RGB 

® PAL/NTSC compatible 

@) 4 x 10-bit video DAC 

® Coaxial and optical digital outputs 

® Plays DVD-Video, CD, CD-R/RW, MP3-CD 

Avid will initially bring across three models- the £800 Swallow 

stand-mount speaker, the £1 ,000 Swift floorstander and a centre 

channel speaker called the Swan priced at £600, with more to 

follow later in the year. All models are transmission line designs 

with solid wood cabinets and bought-in Danish drivers. Expect a 

review of the Swift in next month's HFC. 

TEACFORTWO 

m Avid 01832 710370 
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CD SPINNING ESOTERICA 

� A new super high-end 

'0 two-box CD transport and 

DAC combo from TEAC will soon 

be available to the UK. The P-70 

CD transport (f7,000) and D-70 

DAC (f6,000 ) both contain 

sophisticated electronics and are 

described as "peerless". The P-70 

transport incorporates TEAC's 

VRDS (Vibration-free Rigid Disc­

clamping System) which clamps 

CDs against a solid turntable to 

minimise disc errors. lt also 

features a 24-biV88.2/ 17 6 .4 

kHz upsampler operating and 

outputting in the digital domain 

using a standard XLR output. 

The D-70 accepts sampling 

frequencies from 32 to 192kHz 

and bit lengths from 16 to 24 

bits, and uses upsampling 

techniques to further enhance 

audio reproduction. Apparently 

"prepared" for outputting IEEE 

13 94 (FireWire) high-resolution 

encrypted multichannel audio, 

the D-70 is therefore future­

proofed for use with DVD-Audio 

and SACD sources. Expect an 

exclusive and comprehensive 

review of this clever pair in next 

month's issue. 

mTEAC01923 819630 

® www.teac.co.uk 



NOW AYRE THIS 
US ELECTRONICS HIT BLIGHT Y 
t:::::J,. Audiophiles will be pleased to learn that US 

'Cl brand AYRE is now being distributed in the UK by 

the Path Group. Consequently, a rather interesting new 

CD player and a matching integrated amplifier, first 

unveiled at the Heath row Hi-Fi and AV Expo last year, 

are now finally available from dealers across the UK. 

to be converted via multi bit PCM, with the lower 18 bits 

converted with Sigma-Delta architecture- a technique 

said to bring the low level linearity and good noise 

performance of the two operations together. 

The CX-7 CD player uses a multi-stage digital filter to 

upsample to 24-biV176.4 kHz and then oversample to 

24-biV1.41 MHz, allowing the use of a much simpler 

analogue filter. Further technology in the player's 

Burr-Brown DAC allows the upper six bits of any sample 

The matching amp is the AX-7, a fully balanced model 

featuring 60 watts of power and eight high-power output 

devices per channel. Under the lid the AX-7 boasts zero 

feedback circuitry and a proprietary balanced volume 

control with 66 one-decibel increments. Both models are 

in the shops now, priced at £2,950 each. 

a Path Group 018 4 4  219000 

LINN FOR ALL 
LINN'S UNIVERSAL PLAYER REVEALED 
t::::J. Is this the multi-format disc player we've been waiting for? 

'Cl In a sneak preview of Linn's latest gear we can reveal that 

its forthcoming DVD-Audio/ SACD compatible Unidisk 1.1 

'universal' disc player is claimed to be the "best sounding 

multichannel source component available". Few details have so 

far been released, but the player's unique mix of Linn and Sony 

technology operating on ESS Technology's Vibratto DVD chipset 

will be offered as a kit to licensee 

manufacturers who wish to make 

their own 'universal' machine. More 

on this as we hear it. 

a Linn 0141 307 7777 

@J www.linn.co.uk 

PS OFF ANALOGUE 
NEW HYBRID DIGITAL AMP 
t:::::J,. Canadian brand PS Audio's new hybrid digital power amp is now in 

'Cl the UK . The 150-watt HCA-2 power amp is a highly efficient hybrid 

analogue/digital design that employs a fully balanced analogue input 

stage and a digital output stage developed by PS Audio. The new output 

stage uses the brands' Super Digital Amplifier 

Technology (SDAn to provide a 95 per cent level 

of efficiency claimed to drive any speaker. 

PS audio claims the amp offers "unparalleled 

mid-bass and subterranean low end", all for a 

mere £ 1,550. See next month for a review. 

a Ultimate Sonics 020 7435 1222 

-

-

-...----�- -- - -- -

- -

BOX OF 
DELIGHTS 
FEATURE-LOADED 
HARMAN AMPS 
t::::J. Two multichannel receivers 

'Cl from Harman Kardon are 

set to bring a host of benefits to a 

lower price level. The 7.1 channel 

AVR4550 and 5550 receivers 

boast proprietary technologies 

including Vmax Virtual Theater 

processing and Logic 7.1./5.1, a 

decoding method said to deliver 

improved audio reproduction. 

Both models use Crystal DSPs and 

24-bit/192 kHz audio DACs; the 

AVR5550 has HDCD decoding. 

A key feature of both models is 

Harman's A-Bus Ready system, 

which allows for multi room use. 

We'll have an exclusive review in 

next month's HFC. 

a Harman Consumer UK 

020 8731 467 0 

@ www.harmankardon.com 



LICENSED TO LISTEN 
Just where does all the TV licence-payers' money go7 Is it Jeremy Paxman's 

late lunches, the EastEnders' benders, or merely more gravy for the trai n7 

All that and more no doubt, but at least the "more" now includes top-of­

the-range monitoring for the BBC's latest outside broadcast vehicle. Pro 

and home loudspeaker specialist PMC has installed a pair of MB 

monitors into the new Sound 1 OB vehicle. Covering live music events for 

Radios 1, 2 and 3, future dates include performances from Ms Dynamite 

and The Manic Street Preachers among others. 

These heavyweight monitors cost £17,000 and utilise a 300mm bass 

driver, 75mm soft dome mid range unit and 34mm tweeter driven by a 

total of 800 watts via a lOB active crossover. The amps and crossover are 

housed outside the speaker cabinets. it's good to see that some of the 

millions we donate every year to Auntie go to a worthy cause. 

LICENSED TO LICENSE 
Dolby Labs has created a subsidiary to do for the electronics 

industry what Dol by does so successfully for itself: licensing. 

Via Licensing will "help unify the consumer electronics, PC, 

entertainment, telecoms and broadcasting industries around 

technically sophisticated technologies and standards from a 

wide range of sources," said Labs president Bill Jasper. This 

approach could speed up the formalisation and adoption of 

standards and formats for the consumer electronics industry. 

In many respects it's surprising that Dol by has taken so 

long to launch this initiative as its success in this arena has 

been the key to its growth since the introduction of Dol by 

Noise Reduction in the 1960s. 

WIDE RANGE CHIPS 
Texas lnstnuments has developed a DAC that will maximise the dynamic range 

of SACD and DVD-Audio. The wider the range, the more low level detail will 

be reproduced, or the more audible very quiet sounds become. The PCM1792 

uses whatTI calls Advanced SegmentTechnology to achieve a maximum 

dynamic range of 132dB when in mono mode. This is claimed to be 9-12dB 

better than Delta-Sigma DACs and 2dB better than the best competition. 

The chip is designed for all current digital audio formats, but one version, 

DSD1792, will soon be available that "significantly exceeds" the dynamic 

range of the SACD format, "making it possible to more accurately reproduce 

recorded material. Prior to this, there was no integrated circuit DAC with a 

dynamic range exceeding 130dB." The chips will be released in early Spring. 
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A3.2 SERIES / INTEGRATE D AMP, PRE AMP, POWER AMP, TUNER, CD PLAYER AND DAC. 
MUSICAL FIDELITY 

MM!.H.,.W 
flOOOC'O 

+'fM 

A3.2 SERIES. 
MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM FRONT PANEL. PLATINUM PLATED FITTINGS. REMOTE CONTROLLED. PHONO STAGE. POWERFUL, ROBUST, BUILT. 

FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 020 8900 2866. www.musical-fidelity.co.uk 
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ELECTRONIC VOLUME CONTROLS 
Your old knobs may have served you well thus far, but times are changing, and recent 
technological developments mean we're likely to see many more chip-based noise crankers 

F
or decades, volume controls 
have nearly always been 
implemented by a 

potentiometer, or 'pot' for short -
other aliases include rheostat and 
variable resistor. These are simple 
mechanical devices in which a 
contact point wipes around a 
resistor track, and work well enough. 

But we're now in a remote control 

era, and implementing the remote 
control of mechanical devices is not 
that straightforward. Motorised pots 
are widely used, but they're also 
quite costly, and the prospect of 
using solid state alternatives is 
attractive, on both cost, convenience 
and long term reliability grounds. 

For example, Naim's 'entry-level' 
5-series allows input sensitivities to 
be individually pre-set, because its 
preamps use a resistor-ladder volume 
control. However, the company's 
delectable top-of-the-line NAC 552 
(HFC 233) had no such facility. 
That's because it uses a traditional 
motorised pot, which Naim believes 
is still the best sound quality option. 

Rega also used a motorised pot in 
the Mk2 versions of its Mira amp 
and Cursa preamp, but the Mk3 
versions have replaced this with a 
new 'resistor matrix' approach from 
Scottish chipmaker Wolfson. The 
WM8816 chip has hundreds of 
resistors in an analogue switched 
network, controlled via a 

microprocessor that's driven either 
by a digital-encoding front panel 
volume knob, or remote handset. 

lt has 80 steps of 1 dB each, and a 
20x LED display around the front 
panel knob, calibrated in 4dB steps. 
Left and right channels are matched 

10 I HI·FI CHOICE www.hifichoice.co.uk I february 2003 

Creek's new solid state volume 
control is only available in the 
company's high-end P53 preamp. 

within 0.2dB. The resistive networks 
are placed in the feedback and input 
circuits of the preamp's line amplifier, 
to optimise the gain for best signal­
to-noise ratio. The network is also 
configured to supply a constant input 
impedance at all volumes, ensuring 

that sources always see a constant 
load and thereby avoiding variations 
in sound quality at different volumes. 

COMPARISONS 

We had the opportunity to hear a 
direct comparison between the 

Cursa 3 and the Cursa 2, whose only 
difference is the change from 
motorised pot to chip· based volume 
control. The newer model showed a 
quite startling improvement, 
sounding noticeably more 'out of 
the box', with more top-end 

projection, better textures, apparent 
wider dynamic range, and better 
propulsion and drive. More obvious 
with vinyl than CD sources, it simply 
sounded 'more real'. 

Creek too has a brand new 
volume control, code-named V-800, 
using a quite separate technology 
based on microprocessor-controlling 
and relay-switching seven series and 
seven parallel precision 
laser-trimmed printed-film resistors, 
giving 79 steps of 1 dB each. 

Currently only used in Creek's top­
quality P53 preamp, it achieves 
superior quality through the use of 
the very best quality materials, 
mounting the films on a ceramic 
su bstrate with a silver-plated 
back-plate. According to Creek, this 
device is not only less costly than a 
motorised pot, but also a lot more 
accurate, especially at low levels. 

Although the implementation is 
probably more important than the 
specific technology, there are now 
many ways of remotely controlling 
volume. And it does now seem that 
a solid state 'no moving parts' 
approach might well be a realistic 
high quality alternative to the 
motorised pot.® 





TIME MACHINE 

FIVE YEARS AGO 
Hi-Fi Choice, 
February 1998 

Exciting times 

ahead was the 

�����W!� promise at the 

beginning of 

1998 as a host of 

new technologies 

emerged to 

reignite 

audiophile fires. 

The merits of DSD mastering 

and Sony's SACD format were 

heralded as the future of CD 

as we examined the 

technology behind the 

process. DAB radio was 

anticipated for the spring­

however, the first electronics 

available to receive DAB were 

car head units and these were 

prohibitively expensive. The 

continuing tumbling prices of 

CD recorders was music to 

the ears of home recording 

enthusiasts. 

TEN YEARS AGO 
Hi-Fi Choice, 
February 1993 

Sadly, most of the British 

brands in our CD systems 

mrr�r:Trr::'..r.:T:"' test are either no 

more or have 

dropped two­

channel R&D for 

multichannel 

expansion. Hi-fi 

really got 

motoring with 

our review of an 

in-car JBL speaker system 

and interview with veteran 

racing legend Sir Stirling 

Moss. His newly refurbished 

London pad had just been 

kitted out with a Nakamichi 

system running throughout 

the house, complete with 

discreet B&W ceiling­

mounted loudspeakers. Life 

in the fast lane, eh? 

\ 

' 
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SYSTEM BUILDER 
EACH MONTH, WE PICK A FAVOURITE DISC AND BUILD A SYSTEM TO SHOW IT AT ITS BEST 

l 
J 

MISSY ELLIOTT 
Miss E ... So Addictive (DVD-Audio surround) Elektra 

Missy Elliott's dominance of the hip-hop scene is 

something to celebrate- her music is always edgy 

and entertaining with fresh, spicy breakbeats, and her 

unique style is perfectly captured in this super-fly 

collection of rap overlaid on sampled funk/soul 

beats_ The DVD-A version makes the most of the hi­

res multichannel format and has become something 

of a reference disc here at Choice Towers. Dynamic 

and diverse, it's a vital slice of contemporary hip-hop 

for anyone wanting to modernise their music and 

engage their multichannel rig for lift-off. You may 

want to swap your slippers for Adidas 

before spinning this gem- as 

the lady says, 

work it! 

DVD-AUDIO PLAYER 
Marantz DV8300 £ 1,400 

Marant2's DVD-Audio-compatible 'universal' disc player 

has serious sonic credentials, with keen timing and detail. 

it's also a fine machine for video, but in sonic terms the 

Marant2 thrills, capturing the fast beats and punchy lines 

of Missy's hip-hop blend. 

SPEAKER PACKAGE 
KEFQAV7 £1,300 

KEF's latest Uni-Q driver array has been a 

real success, delivering open and detailed 

music from a range of stereo and 

multichannel speaker systems. The AV? 

package is not just pretty- it also delivers 

a deep, wide and consistent soundstage 

with an explicit-sounding mid band. 
.ft .. 

AVAMPUFIER 
Pioneer 

VSX-02011 £900 

This is currently the 

best sub-£1,000 

AV receiver for 

music and movies. it's a lively and detailed performer with 

multichannel music as well as film soundtracks, and no 

slouch with stereo sources to boot. Complete with a 

stonking features list, it's a cost-effective way to get the 

most from Missy's multichannel-stylee. 

BOOK OF TH E MONTH 

High Performance Loudspeakers 
(5th edition) 

By Martin Colloms 
Wiley £40 
First launched more than 20 years ago, High Performance 
Loudspeakers is more comprehensive than any enthusiast could 

imagine. Helpfully split into a number of subject areas, the book 

begins with speaker fundamentals and progresses into more 

comprehensive text, complete with mathematical equations for 

(would-be) boffins. it can become heavy reading in places 

should you delve too deep, but it is generously illustrated and 

always well written. This is a superb guide for enthusiasts and 

engineers alike, skillfully explaining speaker technologies 

without the marketing hype. 



CLASSIC DEMO DISCS 
GREAT MUSIC FOR HI-FI AUDITIONS 

RAMONES 
Acid Eaters 

"Hi-fi isn't about third harmonics and 

Ringo's squeaky drum pedal. it's about 

reproducing the effect the artists were 

trying for in the studio or the concert hall. 

Maybe the system you're trying can do 

imaging, authority, and the rest. But can 

it do mindless' So select the no-prisoners cover ofTed Nugent's Journey 
To The Centre OfYourMind, and if your brain isn't dead a her 2'52", it's 

Gabba Gabba Nay, MrSalesman ... ". David Lockwood, via email 

What's your favourite disc for hi-fi auditioning? Why not write in and 

tell us- lOO words on what and why- we'd love to hear about it. Email 

your choice to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or write in to Classic Demo 

Discs, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London Wl U 6FP. 

JIMMY'S TWEAKS #S 

HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES- BI-WIRED SPEAKERS 

Most loudspeakers make provision for bi or tri­

wiring, giving the user the option of 

employing multiple runs of cable between 

speaker and amplifier. But not everyone 

wants (or can afford} bi-wiring. Many use a 

single set of cables, with the speaker 

connection terminals linked together. Such an 

arrangement works fine, but it's vital to 

ensure the linking wires make a firm solid connection. Otherwise 

you'll suffer loss of bass (or treble} and/or crackling and break-up. 

Sometimes the linking connections look clean and tight, but probe 

a little deeper and it soon becomes apparent that the wire (or 

plate} is less secure than at first appears to be the case. This is 

especially true when using spade connectors or bare wires- trying 

to tighten down on two wires at once is harder than it looks! Also 

remember that screw terminals have a tendency to loosen-off with 

time. So check regularly. 

ON THE OFFICE STEREO 
MUSIC THAT AMUSED US WHILE CREATING THIS ISSUE 

Beck Mutations e. 
Point Cornelius rri 
SigurRos(} n 
Badly Drawn Boy � 
Have You Fed The fish' •. .,.._, 

:£. 
Ben Harper c--· -· 

Diamonds On The Inside . 
··-·-

·�· 
Scarface The Fix ·=� 
Massive Attack 

·
·-; 

··-· 

lOOth Window (·3 
The Roots Phrenology :z 

(o/•) 



New Gear 
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ncom1n First tests of essential new 
kit from hi-fi's front line 

r..u:.·n· ... u.•n•J 

Sony RCD·W3 dual-deck CD recorder £250 
11:!11 Ten years ago Sony hit the 

l:iiiill headlines with its Mini Disc 

format and the hi-fi press went wild -

aher all, MD was an exciting new 

compact digital recording format set to 

seduce consumers away from the 

compromises of analogue cassette. But 

impressive though it was (and in some 

respects still is), once direct CD 

duplication became an affordable 

prospect for consumers MD was never 

likely to establish itself as the dominant 

digital audio recording format. 

Now, after years of ignoring 

recordable CD hardware in favour of 

pushing MD, Sony at last has its own 

CD-RW offering, the RCD-W3 -a dual­

deck CD recorder with an "expected" 

price tag of just £250. lt seems Sony 

has finally conceded that if you can't 

beat 'em, you might as well join 'em­

after all, it's been marketing the 'blank' 

discs for years ... 

So is it worth the wait? Well, the RCD­

W3 is a simple machine, boasting solid 

Sony build quality and the company's 

usual expertise in making its products 

easy to use. From the two-touch 

synchronised CD recording mode to the 

141 HI-FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I February 2003 

KEY FEATURES 

C Dual-deck for one-box 

CD-to-CD recording 

C CD-R/RW compatible 

0 4x recording speed 

0 Synchro-start record 

C OptiCal digital mput 
and output 

C Head phone socket 

0 Remote control 

C Available in black 
or silver finish 

typically neat and logical remote, this 

recorder ensures that making your own 

COs is an absolute doddle. To speed 

things up there's a 4x speed recording 

option, meaning an hours' worth of 

music can be transferred in a mere 15 

minutes, although we'd stick to normal 

speed for optimum sound quality. As 

usual, discs must be finalised once 

recording has finished -a simple 

button push and it's done. 

All the facilities you'd expect from a 

well-featured CD recorder are present 

and correct. There's automatic sample 

rate conversion if you're recording from 

a digital source that differs from CD's 

44.1 kHz standard, and recording level 

is adjustable if you're recording from an 

analogue source like vinyl. Both the 

fascia and display are clear and well 

laid out, while rear-mounted 

connections include analogue inputs 

and outputs, plus optical ins and outs 

for digital connection. 

CD playback performance is decent 

for a dual-deck CD recorder-ohen 

sound quality suffers with this kind of 

product as playback is neglected in 

favour of recording competence and 

features. Yet CDs played through the 

RCD-W3 are generously detailed with 

crisp recovery of musical information, 

due in part to the high quality 24-bit 

D/ A conversion used by Sony. On test, 

Fleetwood Mac's Never Going Back 

Again was captured with all its guitar­

picking detail intact and with 

impressive speed and attack. On the 

flipside, there is perhaps a lack of 

warmth that can make some tracks 

��sony has had plenty of time to get the RCD­

W3 right.lt �s s1mple to use� ergonomically 
sound and build quality is good to boot." 



sound a bit hard-edged. But at the 

price it's churlish to complain. 

Another potential leveller for CD 

recorders is the quality of recordings 

made from analogue sources. One 

would expect recordings dubbed direct 

from CDs to sound very close to the 

originals, and indeed they do- quality 

is as good as those made on any other 

recorder at a comparable price point. 

But material converted from analogue 

to digital is well catered for too - we 

made several recordings from FM radio, 

including BBC Radios 1, 2 and 3, and 

were very impressed with the results. 

Recordings sounded a little harder 

edged that the original broadcasts, but 

also clearer and crisper. Especially 

notable was the quality of recordings 

made form classical music broadcasts -

the scale and depth of orchestral work 

is recovered well and there is pleasing 

dynamic impact. 

Sony has had plenty of time to get 

this machine right. We're not sure how 

long it's been in R&D, but the results 

are very impressive. it's simple to use, 

ergonomically sound and, unlike some 

of the competition, its build quality is 

good to boot. What's more, its outright 

performance is at least as good as any 

other dual-deck recorder below E300. 

it's a one-box CD playback and 

recording solution, priced aggressively 

and executed with flair. And if you shop 

around, you may find it even cheaper ... 

E Sony UK 08705 111999 

(f;) www.sony.co.uk 

WHITHE R MINIDISC? 

With recent sales figures confirming 

CO-R/ RW as the consumer's preferred 

digital recording format, Sony had to act 

The RCD-W3 has been available in 

Mini0isc-5hy America since early 2001, 

and Sony could no longer ignore demand 

amongst hi-fi separates buyers in Europe. 

However, Sony is keen to point out 

that MD is far from dead. Though third­

party MD separates products are now 

non-existent, it's still popular in mini 

system circles, while Sony has been re­

inventing its cute little digital recording 

format as a portable, hard-wearing multi­

media storage solution for audio files 

(including MP3) and other forms of data. 

New Gear 
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Energy Connoisseur 
C·3 speaker £300 
1:!!111 The UK market is saturated with speakers from 

l:iil homespun brands, which you might think would 

make it difficult for a Canadian import to make its mark. 

But on performance, Energy's Connoisseur C-3 has no such 

worries - it's a very accomplished speaker, and is set to 

challenge famous home-grown names. 

This bookshelf two-way front-ported speaker is every inch 

the clever design, from its modular 'Spherex' front baffle to 

its magnetic silver grilles. Single-wired using extremely 

high-quality plastic-encapsulated speaker terminals, the 

driver complement is more straightforward: a 25mm 

aluminium tweeter allied to a single 165mm silvery 

'homopolymer' woofer. This gives a speaker with rated 

sensitivity of 92dB and eight ohm impedance. With a mix 

of silvery cone and baffle, semi-opaque blue plastic tweeter 

surround and a neat maple finish, it's also on the attractive 

side of distinctive. There's a black ash vinyl option too, but 

given the speaker's origin maple seems more fitting 

This is a good, honest, no-nonsense design. Bass goes 

deep, but not cavernously so, and does it without the 

hindrance of substantial bass hump or suck-out. The treble 

is extended without falling into brashness, thinness or 

suffering from tizzy aluminium tweeter disease. What's 

KEY FEATURES 

C Front-parted two-way 
bookshelf speaker 

C Magnetically shielded 

C) Nominal impedance: 
8 ohms 

0 Minimum impedance: 

4 ohms 

0 l25W maximum 
power rating 

C Crossover point 2kHz 

C Dimensions (WxHxD): 
l9.7x39.3x29.1 cm 

in-between is rich and coherent, too. 

At a stroke it can pass the audiophile 

prettiness test and not get daunted 

by the White Stripes/Datsuns 

grau nch-o-meter. 

In all, the C-3 is a surprisingly 

accurate, musical and enjoyable 

speaker that you have to spend a lot 

more to significantly improve upon. 

E API 01787 249656 

@ www.energy-speakers.com 
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Yamaha DVD·S830 DVD·Audio/Video player £400 
� Yamaha currently has five DVD 

ll:iiiil players in its line-up; this one is 

smack in the middle of the group and 

is going for the slimline vote. The silver 

fronted player stands barely two inches 

high and is a model of refined, under­

stated elegance. 

it's an MP3-supporting DVD-Audio/ 

Video player. There is no second Scart 

socket or component video trio of 

phono sockets, nor does it double up 

its composite, S-Video or digital audio 

outputs. Usefully for hi-fi users, though, 

it includes separate stereo and 

multichannel audio phono outputs, so 

you can wire the stereo outputs for 

playing CDs and use the six-channel 

output for DVD-Audio or Video replay. 

CONNECTIONS 

The lack of component video and a 

second Scart socket does hamper the 

Yamaha DVD-5830 somewhat in today's 

video market ColorStream component 

video outputs- the three<oloured phono 

sockets on the back of many recent DVD 

players- are designed to connect to the 

latest projectors and plasma screens to 

divide the picture up into the 

components stored on the disc, so the 

picture seems less processed than would 

normally be the case. A second Scart 

socket does not improve the picture, but 

means you can route video signals 

through the player. With all the video 

sources currently available, this is useful. 
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Similarly, the player features a handy 

'video off' setting on the remote 

handset. This not only helps eliminate 

the distraction of video for music use, it 

also makes the 5830 sound slightly 

better in CD mode. The handset itself 

looks a bit old-fashioned with its white 

text on black background, but at least it 

is clear to read and reasonably easy to 

operate. Add to this a decent set of 

onscreen menu pages and the Yamaha 

player is yet another easy-to-use, very 

flexible DVD player. 

Picture performance is sharp and 

detailed, aided by a useful raft of 

picture controls to gently shift the 

player's picture to match your own 

tastes. lt may not have the deepest 

KEY FEATURES 

C Compatible with 

both DVD-Audio and 
Video 

0 Supports 
DVD+R/RW, DVD­

R/RW, CD·R/RW and 

MP3 encoded discs 

0 10-biV54MHz 

video DAC 

0 24-biV192kHz 
audio DAC 

0 Doiby Dig1tai/DTS 
decoders 

C Coaxial, optical 

digital output 

0 Stereo and 
six-channel audio output 

C Scart, composite 

video, S-Video 

the sounds from the two are practically 

identical, with only a hint of smearing 

and midrange blurring when playing 

Dol by Digital or DTS soundtracks 

through the built-in decoder. 

Underworld's Everything, Everything 

DVD sounded just as upbeat and 

concert-like, regardless of the output. 

DVD-Audio fares well too. Those 

almost-pretentious tone-poems on the 

Awaken disc come across as detailed 

and coherent, although the seagulls at 

the opening of DJ Motives' Energy track 

have sounded more distant and 

surrounding on other players. 

Finally, this player doesn't treat CD as 

an afterthought; it has that typical 

Yamaha laid-back approach to CD 

��DVD·Audio fares well too. Those almost pretentious 
tone-poems on the Awaken disc sound detailed and 
coherent, although the seagulls at the opening of DJ 
MotivesjiEnergy have sounded more surrounding." 

black levels or such detail to produce 

cinematic layering details, but neither is 

it a dullard and at the price is pretty 

much as good as you can expect. 

Sonically, the 5830 is nicely 

controlled, if a bit light on its feet. The 

bass is slightly less keen and dynamic 

than some players can muster, and the 

sound is a bit bright because of this. 

The on-board decoder fares extremely 

well compared with the digital output; 

sound, but at the same time is 

extremely listenable and detailed. 

The DVD-5830 is a useful addition to 

the DVD-Audio/Video canon, as much 

for the elegant lines as for the 

performance. lt won't woo newcomers to 

the Yamaha stable, but all those Yamaha 

AV owners can now have a decent 

DVD-Audio/Video player to match. 

E Yamaha 01923 233166 

(;;:: www.yamaha-audio.co.uk 
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New Gear 
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Monitor Audio Bronze 82 speaker £200 
� Monitor Audio has revamped its 

l:iiiil entry-level Bronze range with a 

dynamic new name, New Bronze, and 

some fancy features both in and 

outside of the four models� three 

stereo pairs and a centre channel. Each 

is now fully wrapped in vinyl wood print 

so that looks are maintained if you 

remove the grilles, and the front edges 

are curved to reduce diffraction (the 

prismatic effect that sharp edges have 

on soundwaves travelling across them). 

The new B2 is a two-way stand­

mounter with a 165mm version of the 

Mk2 MMP main driver (see box for 

details) and a 25mm C-CAM metal 

dome tweeter. The latter has also been 

refined since the first series with a 

re-profiling of the surround and front 

plate design aiding the response and 

improving dispersion. The reflex port 

borrows from the brand's developments 

�Tou�d be hard pressed to find 
imagingof this quality combined 
with deeper bass at this price.�� 

in subwoofer technology, its soft 

rubberised coating designed to reduce 

air turbulence and give more precise 

bass. The cabinet is constructed from 

18mm MDF and is "extensively braced". 

it certainly feels pretty chunky, and the 

unusual horizontal bi-wire terminals 

mean you can run two sets of speaker 

cables for maximum driver control. The 

sensitivity rating wou Id suggest that 50 

watts would be sufficient to get a decent 

result from the B2s, but with watts it's 

quality, not quantity, that counts. 

Listening commenced with a 

turbo-charged but still essentially low 

powered (c35W) Pioneer A300R 

Precision integrated amp doing the 

driving. David Thomas and the Two 

Pale Boys provided the material 

in the form of their Surf's Up 
disc, the B2s projecting the 

sound very effectively. 

Thomas' distinctive voice 

sounded clear and present, 

the speakers managing to 

'disappear' such that the 

music seemed to exist almost 

independently. This is a 

KEY FEATURES 
0 Frequency response· 
42Hz-22KHz 

0 SenSitivity: 90d B 

C Nominal impedance: 
6 ohms 

0 Bass/midrange· 
6.5 inch 

0 Tweeter: 25mm gold 
dome 

0 DimenSions (WxHxD): 
18.5x35x2Scm 

0 Finishes: Black ash or 
beech vinyl 

tribute to the cabinet design, which 

keeps resonance at bay and allows 

more of the music into the room. This 

speakers treats reverb well too, the 

guitar on this disc sounding open and 

spacious with plenty of subtle detail. 

Inevitably with a driver and box of 

this size there are bass limitations, but 

only compared with bigger designs. 

You'd be hard pressed to find imaging 

of this quality combined with deeper 

bass at or near the same price. There 

will always be a pretty clear trade-off 

with these factors as it's almost 

impossible to build a bigger box that's 

as 'quiet' or low in resonance for the 

same kind of money. 

Timing is good too, if there's a beat 

as convoluted as the ohe Bugge 

Wesseltoft lays down on Change (from 

Moving) the B2s will give it to you in 

full effect. The double bass may not 

deliver its full weight but nimbleness is 

a worthy price to pay when musical 

engagement is the goal. 

The 82's balance is, if anything, 

mid-forward � it projects voices and 

• instruments well, but alternatives at 

the price have a more relaxed 

balance that encourages higher-level 

listening. A strong mid range is a 

good thing for listening at low or 

sensible levels, but it won't turn you 

into a headbanger. (Which many 

might feel is a desirable thing') Putting 

them closer to the wall helps in this 

respect but undermines the intrinsic 

openness that we found so appealing in 

the first place. 

This new 82 is a lively and entertaining 

speaker with tight, controlled bass, 

agile and enthusiastic midrange and 

remarkably smooth treble. lt is definitely 

a strong new contender in the budget 

box stakes. 

E Monitor Audio 01268 740580 

fu) www.monitoraudio.co.uk 

DRIVE UNIT TECHNOLOGY 

Monitor Audio's latest Bronze range uses 

a revised version of the brand's MMP 

metal matrix polymer cone technology. 

This is a polypropylene material loaded 

with metallic particles in an attempt to 

create a more rigid, uniform structure. 

MMP is designed to preserve 

microdynamics while simultaneously 

damping unwanted resonance. The 

material is said to have similar 

characteristics to a metal cone, but with 

the advantage of being compatible with 

simple first-order crossover designs. 

The Mk2 MMP uses a high-pressure 

injection moulding process to achieve 

different thicknesses at critical points in 

the cone geometry. This is claimed to 

provide greater stiffness and consistency 

with tighter production tolerances. 
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Cyrus DVDB DVD·Video player £1,200 
� You wait an age for an 

Ciiiil audiophile quality DVD-Video 

player to come along, and then a whole 

bunch of them arrive together. Last 

month we tested four of the best DVD­

Video players on the market when it 

comes to stereo performance with CDs 

alongside DVDs, including Cyrus's 

DVD7+, the slightly more affordable 

sibling to this new £1,200 machine. 

The players may look identical, but 

the company's developers were 

apparently given carte blanche with the 

DVDB-they were given no price point 

to hit, and were told to indulge 

themselves, and make the best product 

possible. it's interesting then that this 

no-holds-barred player costs only £200 

more than the DVD7+. 

The DVDB is constructed from Cyrus's 

half-size inverted die-cast chassis, with a 

front-loading transport mechanism 

below a clear display, and is available in 

·�:i8!1fil'll coo 

black or silver. The only obvious outer 

difference between this machine and 

the DVD7+ is at the back, where in 

addition to the Scart socket, 5-Video 

output, optical and coaxial digital 

plugs, Cyrus MC-Bus sockets (for 

connecting to other Cyrus products), 

analogue audio outputs and PSX-R 

socket, the DVDB benefits from a set of 

component video outputs. This is, after 

all, Cyrus's 'high-end' DVD player, 

designed to partner projectors and 

plasma monitors, where this super­

high-quality video connection really 

pays off. Along with improved video 

capability and tweaked-up audio, the 

most obvious difference between the 

players is Cyrus's new System Navigator 

remote control -designed to control 

any of the company's components. 

And it was from its other components 

that Cyrus's engineers took their cue for 

the DVDB, and set about fine-tuning 

KEY FEATURES 
0 Component video 
output 

0 RGB-capable Scart 

C System Navigator 
remote control 

0 DVD7, 7+ owners can 
upgrade 

0 Ten highly regulated 
power supplies 

0 New zoom feature 

0 PSX-R upgrade path 

0 Non-magnetic, light­
weight die-cast chassis 

0 Dual Beam DVD/CD 
laser assembly 

Polk LSi7 speaker £&00 
� Polk is a big player in the US, and 

Ciiiil although it has been less visible 

in the UK recently, it's looking to 

change that with its LSi speakers. The 

LSi7 is the baby of the four-speaker 

range-a diminutive standmounter 

designed with the space-challenged 

audiophile in mind. 

This is a good-looking little box-at 

least with its grille on and before you 

get too close. On closer inspection, it 

looks a little bit brutish, with its ring 

radiator tweeter and front port. And 

what at first appears to be a solidly 
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KEY FEATURES 
0 25mm ring radiator 
tweeter 

0 133mm aerated 
polypropylene-coned 
mid/bass driver 

0 Dimensions (WxHxO): 
21.9x36.2x26cm 

0 Power Port 

0 Bi-wire option 

0 Magnetically 
shielded 

0 Real wood side 
panels available in 
ebony or cherry finish 

constructed box turns out to have a few 

rough edges-nothing too serious but 

a little aesthetically challenged. 

Performance is less open to 

criticism: this is an entertaining pair of 

loudspeakers. Our test pair offered an 

insightful and impressively detailed 

reproduction of whatever we through at 

them, and the tweeter does a 

particularly good job of keeping the 

higher end of the tonal range 

interesting and alive. 

Turn up the wick and the little Polk 

proves punchy and powerful, with a 

the original DVD player's video circuits 

in the same way the company would 

approach the design of one of its 

amplifiers. However, in striving for video 

excellence, Cyrus hasn't ignored its 

audio heritage, and the DVDB is a 

very capable CD player. Its output is 

reminiscent of the brand's own CD 

players, and it shares much of the sonic 

characteristics of these well-respected 

machines. it can sound even more like 

them with the optional 'Qdac' upgrade, 

but it's still highly impressive. it has a 

solidity and honesty to its sound that 

really draws you into the music played 

on it. Unlike many DVD players, you 

feel that you're getting to the musical 

truth with this machine. 

This is partly thanks to an impressive 

midrange performance, particularly 

effective with voices which are 

presented in an effortlessly realistic 

manner. Roy Gains' drawl on I Cat The 

T-Bone Walker Blues is focused and 

breathy enough to convince you he's in 

the room. Instruments are equally well 

resolved, and there's a sense of space 

around them that would impress in a 

dedicated CD player at this price. 

The frequency extremes are also well 

served, particularly the top end, which 

benefits from a similar precision and 

airiness as the mid range. Cymbals crash 

with verve and sparkle, but never sound 

bottom end edging towards the lean. it 

copes equally well with The Stooges 

re-mastered Raw Power and the final 

movement of Beethoven's 9th. Each is 

delivered with impressive dynamics, and 

the symphony benefits from a fine 

out-of-the-box performance. 

The LS7i comes in mirror-imaged pairs 

-left and right is marked on the serial 

number on the back -and this driver 

array certainly pays dividends in the 

stereo image stakes: they form a 

suitably solid and well focused 

soundstage. Voices are natural and 
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��Bass is agile and punchy, with enough pace to nail down a rhythm and keep 
rock and dance tracks jumping- few DYD players boast such deftness." 

harsh, even with the volume set high. 

Bass is a little lightweight but also 

agile and punchy, with enough pace to 

nail down a rhythm and keep rock and 

dance tracks jumping -few DVD 

players boast such dehness. 

But such musical excellence is not at 

the expense of video quality. Whether 

via the RGB-capable Scart socket or 

preferably using the component video 

output, it does a very good job of 

delivering fast-moving action, with a 

three dimensional quality that works 

lifelike, with Solomon Burke standing 

firmly centre stage on his excellent 

Don't Give Up On Me CD. 

Indeed, this stand mount speaker 

offers many of the attributes an 

audiophile demands, though some 

may find its sound a little too lean 

and bright. it's immediately 

engaging, but its balance could 

prove fatiguing in the long term and 

given the strength of competition it's 

perhaps a little pricey too. 

e Polk UK 020 8863 9117 

\it: www.polkaudio.com 

particularly well with the expansive 

backdrops in the helicopter-filmed 

scenes from Lord Of The Rings. Colour 

reproduction is also first rate, and the 

DVD8 does well with the rich tones of 

movies such as Amelie, where the 

unnaturally vivid hues are presented 

with the richness they deserve. 

Sonically it's also a movie winner, and 

we've no qualms about the output from 

either the optical or coaxial connection. 

Finally, we couldn't resist giving the 

player a quick spin with a PSX-R, and 

the results are even more impressive. Its 

stereo performance ramps up a notch, 

with a tighter bass output and better 

grasp on the complex rhythms of the 

Flaming Lips' Yoshimi Battles The Pink 

Robots. Picture quality also improves, 

particularly when it comes to rendering 

those small details- the patterns in 

clouds, flecks of loose hair, an actor's 

breath on a cold day-that makes DVD 

such a great movie medium. 

a Cyrus 01480 435577 

@ www.cyrus.co.uk 
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System lest 

CEC CD TRANSPORT/DAC I EDGE PRE/POWER AMP I SILVERLINE SPEAKERS I £32,195 +CABLES/SUPPORTS 

SYSTEM ADDICT 
Detail, super-fine resolution and power- but at a price 

S
ome systems are so well 

constructed that every last aspect 

of the system must be considered, 

no matter how off-the-wall some of the 

components in that system might be. 

Normally, System Addict concentrates on 

the Big Three- the CD, amplifier and 

speakers-alone. Any ancillaries (such as 

cables, tables and the like) are seldom 

included. This system is an exception -

and an expensive one to boot 

This is a true flagship system, one of 

the most expensive yet seen in the pages 

of Hi-Fi Choice. lt comprises a £5,000 

CEC TL-1 X belt-driven CD transport and a 

£2,045 upsampling CEC DX71 digital-to­

analogue converter, wired together using 

an £870 Synergistic Research Designer's 

Reference Digital interconnect cable. 

Amplification hails from the US, with 

the high-end Edge product range: an 

£8,950 Signature One battery-or-mains 

powered preamplifier matched to a 'laser 

biased' 220-watt £10,800 NL10 power 

amplifier, again wired using £1,750 

worth of Synergistic Research Designers 

Reference interconnect cables. The power 

amplifier is connected- via £3,499 

worth of three metre pairs of Synergistic 

Research's Designers Reference speaker 

cables -to Silverline Sonata speakers, 

themselves worth £5,400. 

But the more than £38,000 worth of 

hi-fi system is only the beginning. The 

system sits upon the fantastically named 

Rack of Silence from Solid Tech -which 

costs £810- and the CD transport 

further rests on an extra £200-worth of 

Solid Tech Feet of Silence. 

Finally, there's the power supply to 

address. There's £1,200 worth of huge PS 

Audio Ultimate Lab mains cable feeding 

£4,800 worth of equally vast PS Audio 

P1200 Power Plant This supplies 

carefully controlled mains to all the 

components in the system, using four 

£240 A/C Master Cou pier leads from 

Synergistic Research. Add that lot 

together and you have just spent 

£46,284. Put another way, that's a BMW 

M3 Convertible-plus change. 

it's a system with all the typical 

attributes of high-end audio. lt has 

staggering amounts of detail on tap, 

three-dimensional imagery and bold, 

powerful dynamics. This really comes into 

its own on those wonderfully recorded 

audiophile-approved recordings, like the 

soundtrack to Dead Man Walking. lt 

makes the lo-fi sounds of The White 

Stripes a bit too garish, however, so 

maybe there is such a thing as too much 

information I 

For such a full-range system (the 

speakers are suggested to have a 

frequency response down to 25Hz), the 

kit is bouncy and rhythmic Not quite in 

the rhythmic mastery of top-notch British 

audio, but better than many a wallowy 

slice of high-end Americana. The 

neutrality of the system does make it a 

friend of the classical and jau end of the 

spectrum, but it is no sluggard at doing 

music written after 1960, too. Ultimately, 

it can handle practically everything, but 

that musical beauty it instils sounds best 

on beautiful music 

There was a problem, but not one that 

relates to the machinery. The room the 

system was situated in was extremely 

bright, with a large reverberation time. 

This undermines some of the subtlest 

details of the system, at least until the 

listener acclimatises to the reverb time. 

This meant that the slight woodiness of 

the lower midrange could be attributable 

to the room as much as the system. 

Ultimately, though, this woodiness is 

somewhat inherent to the system, but is 

being amplified by the room itself. This is 

a likely blemish in the speaker design, 

but- as you might expect from a 

£46,000+ system - it's an extremely 

mild blemish. 

If, for you, audio is all about refinement, 

this system is one of the most refined 

around. Why not give this a go- after all, 

who needs another Beeme6' ® 
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NEW MUSIC FORMATS 
MOZART: VIOLIN CONCERTO NO. 5 

IN A, SCHUBERT: RONDO IN A, 
MENDELSSOHN: VIOLIN CONCERTO 
IN D MINOR 
Vesko Eschkenazy (violin), Marco Boni (cond) 

Concertgebouw Chamber Orchestra 
SACD (multichannel/stereo; CD/SACD hybrid) 

Pentatone Classics PTC 5186 001 

Music: The link between the three pieces on this disc is that they are 

precocious examples of their respective composers' output. The Schubert was 

composed in his 19th year-he died at 31 -and Mendelssohn was just 13 

when he penned the D minor concerto. These are all fine works, lovingly 

played by the Concertgebouw Chamber Orchestra, which is formed from 

Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra players, and supported by a youthful Vesko 

Eschkenazy on a magnificently mellow sounding Guareri instrument dating 
from 1738. CI'."U'.'lC 

Sound: Made under the aegis of the Polyhymnia International group, which 

specialises in audiophile-quality multichannel recordings (SACD and DVD-A), 
this is an unusually fine example of the breed. The multichannel mix is three­

dimensional yet front-focused, transparent and detailed. CCCCC AG 

� ., ___ _ •ft -
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YES 
Fragile 

DVD-Audio (Advanced Resolution Surround/Dolby Digital) 

Elektra/Rhino 

Music: Progtasticl At long last we have a serious 

remastering of this phenomenal album, if you don't 

own a copy yet there are no more excuses. The first 

Yes album to feature the keyboards of Rick 

Wakeman and the designs of Roger Dean is also 
arguably the finest. The standout tracks tend not to be the ones produced by 

individual members but rather those with full collaboration such as South 
Side of the Sky, Roundabout and the sublime Heart of the Sunrise. Only 

Anderson's Long Distance Runaround proves the exception to this rule. 

Features include lyrics, photos and background info as well as a bonus track, 
America. CCCCC 

Sound: Given the limited scope of the stereo originals, the surround mix is 

quite successful, with a good sound-spread -albeit with a touch of 'hall'-style 

signal processing about it. But stereo version is excellent. CCCC JK 

CINEMA SELECTION 
Because these days hi-fi doesn't just mean music 

SPIDER·MAN 
Columbia TriStar 

Film: Sa m Raimi was a brave man to put Marvel's 

much-loved mutant on the big screen, risking the ire 

of obsessive comic-coveters the world over. 

Fortunately, Spider-Man is largely a case of daring and 

winning. Tobey Maguire plays hapless nerd Peter 

Parker, who becomes the titular web-weaver after an 

encounter with a genetically modified arachnid. 

Willem Dafoe's Green Goblin is the obligatory nemesis 
and Kirsten Duns! the love interest in an effects-fest 

that sits about halfway between Superman's primary-coloured wholesomeness 

and the dark vengefulness of Batman. Good, fast-paced fun. CCCC 

Disc: While not quite up the standards set by Star Wars and Lord Of The Rings: 

Fellowship Of The Ring, this disc does a tidy job in all departments. There is a 

slight suspicion of grain now and again, but on the whole, both picture and 

soundtrack are bright, breezy and suitably involving. CCCC JF 

CD/VINYL 

MASSIVE ATTACK 
100th Window 
Virgin 

Music: Massive Attack have never 

been a happy band, but their fourth 

album is their bleakest excursion yet 

into the deeper regions of moody dub 

electronica. Leaving their trip-hop 

roots well behind, they create an 

insidiously ominous paranoid 

atmosphere from a sparse but intense 

blend of brooding synth swashes, 
subterranean bass and Arabesque 
strings. Sinead O'Connor joins MA 

regular Horace Andy on vocals taking 
a chilling, ethereal razor to the black 

velvet ambience. Feelgood music it 

ain't. CCCC 

Sound: The production is dense and 

but not opaque, contributing to an 

oppressive and claustrophobic 

atmosphere which remains intensely 

rich through repeated listenings. 
CCCC DO 

BEETHOVEN: PIANO SONATAS 
VOL 1 (SONATAS NO. 3, 5, 8 

"PATHETIQUE" AND 20) 

Bruno-Leonardo Gelber 
Denon C0-2203 (CD) 

Music: Gelber is a young Argentinian 

pianist of Austrian and Franco-Italian 

descent. Although his stock may not 

be as high in the UK as some of the 

big names, he is a supremely musical 

Beethoven interpreter, with the skill 

and the self-confidence to allow the 

music to speak for itself. The music is 

from Beethoven's early and middle 

periods, the Pathetique being the best 
known. CCCCC 

Sound: Recorded in the N6tre-Dame, 
and played on a Steinway, the 

instrument is clearly not festooned 

with microphones in the way that 

spoils so many recordings, and as a 

result breathes and sounds like a real 

piano. r.:mcc AG 

Software Reviews 

ANOUAR BRAHEM 
Le Pas Du Chat Noir 

ECM 

Music: Anouar Bra hem is a master of 

the oud-a sort of Tunisian lute-and 

plays jau in the sense that much of 

his music is improvised but structurally 

it owes little to the traditions of jau. 

His trio of piano and accordion 

concoct an atmospheric soundscape 

that relies almost as much on what 

isn't played as what is. Part Parisian 
cafe ambience, part Bedhouin 

chamber music, it's an accessible and 
bewitching combination with clearly 

defined melodies and a gloriously 

understated sense of space. CCCCC 

Sound: With minimal instrumentation 

such as this, evocation is all. The 

surrounding silence is black and 

spacious, leaving room for the nuances 

of the acoustic instruments and their 
unique timbres to breathe. 
cccc 00 

SIGUR ROS 
() 
Fatcat 

Music: Perhaps it is no coincidence 
that so much beautiful music currently 

emanates from Iceland's youthful 

music scene; it is after all a land of 

organic, frozen beauty. Equally bleak 

and graceful is the music of Sigur R6s, 

this latest opus an elegiac work that 

glides on a bed of glacial chords and 

controlled distortion. Officially it has 

no name, though it's generally known 

as ()-add your own title, goes the 
story, and paint your own picture to 
these rarefied post-rock atmospheres. 
ccccc 

Sound: This disc is recommended for 

the beauty of its music, not its sound 

quality, yet the distant and unfussy 

production style succeeds in enhancing 

its fragile, free-floating ambience. 
CCCC TB 
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ARCAM' 
DVD 
� 

VIDf 0 

Arcam DV88 Plus 
DVDplayer 
The latest version of Arcam's DiVA DVD 
player is the first to boast PAL progressive scan 

0 lt would be a mistake to dismiss 
Arcam's DV88 as the 'grey man' of 
home cinema. In its Plus guise, this 

renowned DVD player has a technological 
edge. Progressive scan is the buzzword, if 
one of limited value to UK enthusiasts- all 
current machines have been permitted to 
act only on Region 1 NTSC software. But 
now Macrovision, which polices the video 
output standards, has given Arcam the 
green light to offer progressive PAL 

Visually, there's little to distinguish this 
model, save for a discrete 'Motion Adaptive 
Progressive Scan' logo stamped on its matt 
fascia and an RC5 remote 3.5mm jack at 

AUDIO TEST: JITTER 
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.Htter, highlighted here by pairs of red markers, 

amounts to a mere 118psec of data-induced 

distortions. This is the lowest level ever recorded 

for a DVD or CD player. 
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the back. This is very high quality, single· 
minded engineering with little fanfare. 

Naturally, as with progressive NTSC video 
outputs, the benefits of progressive PAL are 
only realised on very up-to-date systems. DLP 
and DllA projectors are particularly suitable 
because the image isn't 'scanned' but mapped 
across a matrix of pixels that are individually 
addressed. We've covered the differences 
between conventional interlaced and 
progressive video signals in the Digitalia 
column (p73). For now it's enough to 
appreciate that the £1,000 DV88 Plus is 
singularly future-proofed against your next 
upgrade, be it plasma screen or projector. 

AUDIO TEST: DOLBY LINEARITY PLOT 

·: IIIECICW!f( 

Arcam' s fixed compression mode is clearly revealed 

in this Dolby linearity plot at the top 3-4dB of its 

dynamic range. 

LOAD 

KEY FEATURES 
Like its predecessor, the DV88 Plus does not 
include a 5.1 channel decoder, but offers a 
Dol by two-channel down mix from its 
analogue outputs. The optical and coaxial 
digital outputs may be configured for 
48kHz or 96kHz operation, depending on 
DVD type, while in 'bitstream' mode it will 
support Dolby, DTS and MPEG multichannel 
streams. Used as a digital transport, the 
DV88 is ideally partnered with Arcam's AV8 
processor, which supports all formats except 
DTS 24/96 up to 7.1 channels. 

Furthermore, while the DV88 Plus is not 
currently compatible with DVD-Audio or 
single-layer SACD discs, its transport will 

detect and play the CD layer of hybrid 
SACDs. Arcam's onscreen set-up remains 
simple, though the video page (see pie, 
below right) has been expanded to include 
the progressive option which is output via 
the player's three-phono component and 
SCART terminals. 5-Video and composite 
video outputs are defeated if progressive is 
selected, but the player does support both 
component and RGB video outputs types, 

AUDIO TEST: DISTORTION VS LEVEL 

ll IHIX:5UII( 
. 

Distortion remains below 0.001% over the top lOdB 

of its dynamic range. As expected, distortion then 

increases as the digital signal level increases. 

PLAY 
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REVIEw- Paul Miller Arcam DiVA DY88 Plus DYD·Yideo player 

DV88 DVD PLAYER 
PLUS. 

- .....,. TRACK """� POWER 

the latter deriving its fourth (sync) 

connection from the composite terminal. 

The improved display system now offers 
onscreen navigation for MP3 playback, 

while regular users of the original DVBB will 

be delighted by the new splash screen (see 

screenshot). The old splash deliberately 

faded to black at the screen edges, which 

had some users thinking that there was 

something up with their TV or projector. 

TECHNOLOGY 

Although its appearance and remote control 

are broadly unchanged, there's been plenty 
of activity inside. The player is fitted with a 

new DVD mechanism from the same source 

as before, which provides compatibility with 

DVD+/-R and +/-RW discs, plus MP3-

encoded CD-R and CD-RW software. 

The audio board is improved too, with a 

separate linear (rather than switch mode) 

power supply, a master clock that's isolated 

from the video MPEG clock, and a pair of 

new WM8740 DACs capable of running at 

a notional 24-bit/192kHz. As these DACs 

each carry two channels, they're configured 

SCREEN TEST: PROGRESSIVE SCAN 

Progressive scan brings a film-like smoothness to 

fine but quickly moving details, like the bullet 

cases tumbling from the helicopter in The Matrix. 

SCREEN TEST: IMAGE BLENDING 

Arcam's player employs the minimum extra 

'sharpness' so scenes already loaded with 'edge 

enhancement' still exhibit smooth contrasts and 

colourful, engaging detail. 

ONSCREEN MENU SYSTEM 

Page two of four in Arcam's menu system covers 

video settings, now including progressive scan. It's 

a simple system, but effective enough. 
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Arcam DiVA DVBB Plus DVD·Video player 

ARC AM 
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in a dual-differential mode to gain 3dB 

extra S/N over the WM8716 chips used in 
the original OV88 while reducing low-level 
distortion and improving low-level linearity. 

OVO will never require more than 24-bit/ 
96kHz, but 24-bit/l92kHz performance 
facilitates the OVO-Audio upgrade Arcam 

has planned for both the OV88 and OV27 
later this year. it's the migration to Zoran's 

Vaddis V MPEG2 decoder that lets Arcam 
offer a progressive video output from the 
OV88 chassis. Previously, this was achieved 
via a Silicon Images solution provided as an 

add-on upgrade to the OVBB. The current 
OVBB uses no less than six ten-bit/54MHz 
video OACs and broadcast specification 
video op-amps, but the Silicon Images chip 
still has the edge in picture performance 

over the Zoran, which is why the former is 

retained in Arcam's top FMJ OV27 model. 
The planned evolution of the OV88 chassis 

includes compatibility with Kodak Picture 
COs. Software will be made available on CO-R 
discs that the player reads to update its Flash 
memory chip directly. This way, the OV88 Plus 
may be 'upgraded' without a factory visit 

PERFORMANCE 
Arcam's engineering team has developed 

apace over the past few years, a fact which 

is reflected in its launch of very advanced 
audio/video products including the OV27 
OVO player and fabulous AVB processor. In 
this period, Arcam's house 'sound' has also 
witnessed an evolution, or at least a shift in 

perspective. These products, the P7 power 
amp and ASS integrated amp also offer a 

warmer and richer overview of the music 
than earlier products. 

28 I Hl·fl CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I february 2003 

-

m" ""-"'"• ,_ •>J•o 

To;£1 
�!VC : -: : i :: 3 il :�::� 

**The deep saturation of reds and blues is immediately 
impressive, followed by a more gradual appreciation of 
how slickly the most Cllmplex images are dealt with." 

The revised OV88 Plus falls into line with 
its companions in providing a very detailed 

but gloriously warm and attractive sound. 
Large orchestral works can lack the massive 

acoustic possible from a multichannel DVD­
Audio player, but the depth of its stereo 

presentation remains mightily impressive. 
There's a tangible, grumbling weight to the 

sound of timpani and low wind instruments 
that brings gravitas, impetus and scale to a 
performance. We were less convinced of its 

ability to grasp the energy of rock tracks like 
Ryan Adams' New York, New York. There's 
power and weight behind the music and 

plenty of edgy string and percussive detail, 

but not quite the transparent clarity that's 
possible from more incisive players. 

That's not to say that the OVBB Plus is 
excessively rose-tinted; however, it does lend 
less emphasis to airy high treble detail than 
to the harder-hitting mid-treble impact of 
guitars, sax and brassy percussion. We 

wouldn't want to forego the OV88's earthy 
weight, but a little extra spontaneity and 

flighty top-end detail wouldn't go amiss. 
Now, having said this, if you feed the DVBB 
Plus a bluesy ballad like Maria Muldaur's 
Get Up, Get Ready, the atmosphere that's 
generated is difficult to dismiss - as is the 
deeply extended bass line, which will test 
the mettle of many a loudspeaker. 

Its video quality is far more neutral and 
without any correction at source for colour 
temperature, gamma or sharpness. Replayed 

through Marant2's impressive VP12S2 DLP 
projector, which will accept video inputs to 

l 080i/720p, it's the deep saturation of reds 

and blues that's immediately impressive. This 
is followed by a more gradual appreciation 

of just how slickly the most rapidly changing 

and complex images are dealt with. This is 
partly the domain of the projector with its 

on-board scaling and exceptionally versatile 
video digital signal processor (DSP), but the 
OVBB Plus never let the side down as the 
source of these images. 

Diagonal edges like rooftops, particularly 
when set against a bright sky, typically have 

a serrated appearance with interlaced video. 

'Jaggies' are smoothed out in a progressive 
image, which delivers finer detail in a more 
realistic fashion. That can have drawbacks, 
however, as the Pod Race from Phantom 
Menace, despite looking fabulously 
colourful and energetic, is clearly 'dissected' 

into its component layers. You might not 
'see the strings', but OVD video mastering is 

sorely tested by players of this quality. 

VERDICT 
By tickling-up both its audio and video OVD 
technology, Arcam has extended the life­
time of an existing and highly favoured 
player. DVD-Audio must wait a little longer, 

but for its video quality alone, the DVBB 
Plus represents a benchmark at £ l ,000. 

S Arcam 01223 203200 
i!il www.arcam.co.uk 
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LEGACY 
.6. Legacy. A totally new concept in sound 
and vision. 

Forget everything you ever knew about 
component systems and start to appreciate 
the possibilities now available with Legacy . 

.6. Touch-screen learning remote control.* 
Component hi-fi sound. Fantastic home 
cinema performance. Incredible new 
aluminium speaker system. Inspirational 
design. Legacy brings you a new dimen­
sion that is light years ahead . 

.6. Call now and arrange an audition that 
will change your life. 

'Touch·Screen Remote Controller included with Legacy AG·L800 

www.teac.co.uk 
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AUDIO/VIDEO 
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L E G A C Y 

TEAC legacy. power performonce•style 

TEAC 
For information, call TEAC on 01923 819630 



Group lest CD players .£900· .£1,600 
-------------------------- - -----------·-

REVIEWS- Jason Kennedy 

If COs are important to you, a dedicated player will wring out their best. We 

test the latest at hi-fi's 'affordable high end' and find they're better than ever 

ON TEST 

CLASSE CDP-10 
£1,599 

CYRUS CD7Q 
£1,150 

EXPOSURE XXII 
£1,175 

MERIDIAN 507 
£1,195 

NAD SSOOi 
£1,200 

VAN MEDEVOORT CD230 
£900 
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T 
he home entertainment world 

has already started to refer to CD 

as a legacy medium, inferring 

that it is a thing of the past But you try 

finding anything like the vast range of 

material available on CD on any other 

format and you'll realise that it remains 

the music lover's primary source. SACD 

and DVD-Audio may potentially offer 

better sound, but that only goes so far 

-if your preferred music isn't available 

on the medium it's as useful as the 

proverbial chocolate teapot 

What's more, even though any old 

disc player will spin your CDs, if sound 

quality is the priority then you will 

always get value out of a dedicated 

machine. Here we've gathered half a 

dozen new players from the classier 

end of the market- not 'arm and a 

leg' stuff, JUSt beautifully made 

machines with the latest digital 

technology ticking over inside_ 

If you've been wondering whether 

this technology has really progressed 

in recent times, you'll be pleasantly 

surprised. The circa-£1,000 player is a 

spectacular beast compared with the 

average disc-spinner. 

The higher resolution mediums 

mentioned above have pushed digital 

technology's limits way beyond that 

required for CD, but in the process 

they have given CD player designers 

better parts to use. The high-bit DACs 

found in several of these players are 

merely ticking over at the sort of data 

rates coming off compact discs, and 

this overcapacity means that the 

system wi 11 never be stressed. 

This is the price point at which the 

designer brands compete head-on 

with the flagship products from 

bigger names. NAD takes on Classe -

and looking at the casework, there's 

not a lot to choose between them, but 

put them in a system and it's another 

story. They're both great players but 

each has its own character and will 

give you a subtly different rendering 

of the music on a disc. And while 

these differences can initially seem 

insubstantial, further listening reveals 

significant traits_ So even though all 

these players are very good, the truly 

great ones shine through and have 

the potential to revitalise your entire 

disc collection. ® 

EQUIPMENT USED 
Sony SCD-XA555ES SACD player 

Acoustic Precision Eikos CD player 

Bryston BP25 preamplifier 

ATC SCM50A active loudspeakers 

Townshend Seismic stands and supports 

Townshend and Living Voice cables 

DISCS USED 
Tori Amos Under The Pink 

Anouar Brahem Thimar 

Eminem The Marshal/ Mothers L P 

Missy Elliott Under Construction 

Guadeamus Sacred Feast 

Mark Levinson Recordings At Red Rase 

Music 

EST Strange Place Far Snow 

Keith Jarrett Paris Concert 





Group lest CD players .£900· .£1,600 

0 

MODEl. CDP-1D 

CONTROLS 

The attractive front panel has the 'drawer 

open' button in a very sensible 

location - by the drawer. The display is the 

usual track and time variety, but the chunky 

aluminium remote brings a real touch of 

class(e) and can be used to control the 

volume of matching amps. 

CONNECTIONS 

The Lack of RS232 connection is offset by 

infrared in- and outputs and a 12-volt trigger 

socket. Analogue output can be had via 

balanced XLR or RCA phono sockets, while 

digital streams come via the usual RCA 

phono route. 

32 J HI-FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk February 2003 

£1,599 a 01903 750750@ www.classeaudio.com 
, 

CLASSE CDP·1 0 
Revealing, heavyweight player excels in all areas - a bargain at the price 

C 
lasse is a Canadian variant on the 

Kreii/Mark Levinson theme in 

that it produces high-mass, high· 

ticket-price audio electronics. lt may not 

produce as wide a range as those 

brands but it certainly has the same 

aspirations. Classe started out in 1980 

and builds a comprehensive range of 

stereo and multichannel components in 

Quebec. The brand is distributed in the 

UK by loudspeaker specialist B&W 

whose products grace its literature. 

The Classe CDP·1 0 is one of its entry· 

level components alongside a matching 

integrated, a preamp and two power 

amps. lt inhabits a full-size chassis with 

a 19-inch fascia that wouldn't fit into 

our 17-inch Townshend rack, so it had 

to displace the preamp from the top 

shelf-perhaps they have more space 

in Quebec. 

Inside the box you will find a Phi lips 

transport mechanism, a low-jitter clock 

and PCM1738 Burr-Brown D/A 

converters running at 24·bit1192kHz, a 

differential stereo version being used 

for each channel. Filtering is provided 

by second-order Bessel devices chosen 

for their gentle roll-off characteristics. 

Power is smoothed by 11 stages of 

regulation with critical parts benefiting 

from cascaded regulators for maximum 

'inky blackness'. 

Despite its bulk, this is a most elegant 

player, the contrasting black and silver 

anodised face and the hexagonal array 

of control buttons make a pleasing 

change from the norm. You have to pay 

a bit more for it of course, but given 

the manufacturing origin and the 

quality of metalwork it is an impressive 

bit of casework for the money. 

The value for money is not let down 

where it really counts either- this is a 

superb CD player with a midrange to 

die for. lt reveals this whatever you put 

VERDICT 

SOUND 

CCf.'U' .. 'UJ 
FEATURES 

cc cc 
BUILD 

ccccc 
VALUE 

ccccc 

Very natural, yet still 

capable of revealing the 

finest of details in a 

coherent and engaging 

manner. If you want 

to spend more time 

listening to your COs. 

this is the way to do it. 

CHECKLIST 

SYSTEMUNK INTERFACE ,K 

RS232 INTERFACE ,K 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL 

OUTPUT ./ 

CD-RW PLAYBACK ./ 

BALANCED ANALOGUE 

OUTPUT ./ 

on, but the Red Rose disc is better 

made than most and the voices and 

instruments upon it have layers that 

keep on coming. For instance, the 

gongs resonate for ages longer than 

most players reveal, while the double 

bass has more weight and presence 

than one usually hears. 

On Anouar Brahem's Thimarthe 

Classe revealed another string to its 

impressive bow in the way that it allows 

you to follow each instrument in the 

midst of a busy passage of music. None 

of the competition here managed this 

degree of coherence and engagement 

coupled with such strong focus on the 

different elements of the music. The 

voices on Eminem offered up new 

layers of character- the more subtle 

they are the more the Classe seems to 

dig out of the mix. Its skill with low· 

level detail means that you hear the 

whole voice rather than its fundamental 

elements. it's almost uncanny. 

EST came across as relaxed yet 

precise, the timing spot-on and the 

performance highly convincing. Again 

it's the notes which reside lower down 

in the mix that the player brings to 

light, which means that every disc 

you're 'familiar' with becomes a voyage 

of sonic discovery. 

Micro dynamics are well-handled, too 

-the weight with which Tori Amos 

plays each key in the quiet opening of 

Pretty Good Year varies considerably. 

The raucous outburst in the middle of 

the track remains strangely calm and 

coherent, but this is probably because 

the player isn't phased by the sudden 

onslaught of energy. 

The CDP·10 is a superb CD player, the 

sort that usually costs twice this price. 

You'll be hard pressed to find a more 

fluid and engaging sound from CDs 

without really battering the plastic. ® 



£1 '150 a 01480 435577 @ www.cyrus.co.uk 

CYRUSCD7Q 
A neat and musical player- but the competition is hotting up ... 

T 
he first and last time we reviewed 

this most ambitious of the Cyrus 

CD players (HFC 226), it was the 

most expensive electronic component 

to be found in the brand's trademark 

half-width casing. The subsequent 

blossoming of the Cyrus range has 

meant that it's been joined by the 

range-topping DVD8 DVD player (see 

pl8) and a processor/preamp called 

the AV8 (see p42). What with the '8' 

effect having spread into the integrated 

amp range as well, are the days 

numbered for the 7Q? Cyrus says not­

not in the immediate future at any rate. 

Under the cast alloy casework the 

CD7Q employs Burr-Brown PCM1728 

DACs which run at 24-bit/96kHz in full 

differential balanced mode. The latter 

reduces distortion in general and noise 

in particular to give the filters and 

analogue stage that follows an easier 

time and, as one might hope, a better 

sonic result. 

Being a Cyrus, the option exists to 

upgrade the player at a later stage, or 

immediately if funds permit, with a 

PSX-R external power supply which 

supplies more scrupulously regulated 

DC to the audio circuitry. 

Within the system, the Cyrus puts in a 

strong if not spectacular performance 

that will keep you listening, even if it 

doesn't quite match up to the latest 

and best of its competitors in this 

impressive group. The CD7Q's strengths 

include timing, which it displays to 

good effect with beat-driven tracks like 

VERDICT 

SOUND 

Ct'U"JC 

FEATURES 

CCCC� 

BUILD 

cc cc 
VALUE 

cc cc 

Warm and musical player 

which is ver y difficult to 

criticise yet finds itself 

playing catch-up with 

the latest offerings from 

a particularly competitive 

market sector. 

CHECKLIST 

SYSliMLINK INTERFACE,/ 

RS232 INTERFACE X 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL 

OLITPLIT ,/ 

CD-RW PLAYBACK ,/ 

BALANCED ANALOGUE 

OLITPLIT X 

�"Absolute transparency isn't wonh 
much if the sound lacks coherence, 
and the Cyrus is cenainly not 
remiss in this depanment." 

the Missy Elliott, which bounces along 

in nimble-although relatively bass­

light- fashion. Upper bass levels seem 

a mite warm while lower bass, although 

well extended, is not as rock-like as it 

can be, tracks such as Guadearnus' 

Sacred Feast revealing a low frequency 

'floor' that tells you something about 

the construction and scale of the 

recording venue. 

Vocals are better served. Tori Amos 

sounds warm, breathy and tidy, while 

Missy Elliott and her cohorts make more 

sense than usual -albeit without 

revealing the full plot of the convoluted 

lyrics. The choir on Guadeamus has a 

three-dimensionality and warmth that is 

particularly alluring, but next to the finest 

at the price sounds a shade coloured. The 

NAD, for instance, has better bass which 

seems to give the sound greater integrity. 

The Cyrus has a slightly fuller than 

neutral mid range which will suit many 

loudspeakers, and is always smooth. 

The acoustic material on Thimar 

works well for instance, the instruments 

sounding rich and vibrant, swelling 

around the speakers and drawing the 

listener into the music. Timing is key 

here- absolute transparency isn't worth 

much if the sound lacks coherence, 

and the Cyrus is certainly not remiss in 

this department. 

All-in-all, we're left with what might 

appear a controversial result. The CD7Q 

was the outstanding product the last 

time it featured in an HFC group test, 

and subsequently won a Product of the 

Year gong in our recent Awards. Good 

players don't become bad overnight, 

and the Cyrus remains a strong 

contender, but there are newer players 

group tested here for the first time that 

perform even better, pushing the Cyrus 

a little down the rankings. This really is 

a remarkably strong group .. . ® 

Group lest 

CONTROLS 

The compact front panel means that there's a 

slight learning curve to remember which but­

ton is where and the supplemented 'play' 

graphic is initially unclear. The display is an 

unusually backlit LCD which reads better by 

night than day but does offer a broader 

vocabulary to the player. The remote would be 

easier to use if it had a few graphics, but is 

fine as system types go. 

CONNECDONS 
The back panel has a spare pair of single­

ended outputs which helps to make up for its 

paudty of multiroom aids, and the compact 

size makes it very living room-friendly. 

Cyruslink sockets aid integration. 
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0 

CONTROLS 

One of the more plainly-equipped machines 

in the group, the buttons on the Exposure are 

straightforward and backed up by a system 

remote which is attractive but hard to read 

and which would benefit from a few symbols. 

The display is a regular track and time teller. 

CONNEffiONS 

The BNC digital out is good in theory but hard 

to make the most of due to the lack of 

matching inputs on DACs and recorders. 

Analogue and digital connection is also made 

by the standard RCA phono route. 
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000 

.£1,175 1:: 01273 423877 @ www.exposurehifi.com 

EXPOSURE XXII 
An old name is back with an entertaining new box of tricks 

X 
XII is a name that will be familiar 

to those who knew Exposure in 

its former incarnation, an era 

when silver front panels were 

considered a bit nancy. Back then it was 

an amplifier, and given the way the 

brand is using the same name for 

different components it could well be 

one again. But for now, Exposure's XXII 

is a range-topping CD player. 

This is the second player to appear 

from the new Exposure brand. The 

entry-level 2010, at around half this 

price, looks ostensibly similar, but on 

closer inspection reveals a variety of 

styling variations that are significant 

enough to mark it out 

The differences under the bonnet are 

considerably greater, however. For a 

start, is has two multi bit DACs feeding 

separate 1/V converters (current to 

voltage) in place of the 2010's single 

delta/sigma device. The combined filter 

and output stage is based entirely on 

discrete transistors instead of ICs 

(integrated circuits). 

The latter is an unusual feature in 

these days of the all-encompassing IC 

player-on-a-chip systems which offer an 

inexpensive and reliable solution, but 

one with which there is no way of 

tailoring the sound. 

Building up a discrete circuit to do 

the job gives you tremendous potential 

for customising the player. There is also 

a view that discrete circuits sound 

better than integrated ones, but since 

��This player made a 
positive impression 
from the start with its 
appealing sense of 
poise and clarity." 

VERDICT 

SOUND 

CCt.'U'] 

FEATURES 

ccc 

BUILD 

cc cc 

VALUE 

cc cc 

A more natural sounding 

player than usual, the 

XXD has something of 

the vacuum tube about 

its sound which does big 

favours for voices and 

acoustic instruments and 

makes for very engaging 

listening. 

CHECKLIST 

SYSTEMUNK INTERFACE)( 

RS232 INTERFACE )( 

ELEQRICAL DIGITAL 

OUTPUT ./ 

CD-RW PLAYBACK ./ 

BALANCED ANALOGUE 

OUTPUT )( 

all other factors are rarely identical 

that's a difficult one to assess. 

The XXII comes with a system remote 

that relies entirely on words rather than 

symbols, and finding the relevant keys 

is a little less straightforward as a 

result But once you remember that 

they reside at the bottom of the array, 

things become easier. 

In our system this player made a 

positive impression from the start with 

its full-scale rendition of Tori Amos, the 

emphasis being on her voice, which 

sounds more breathy than usual and 

suggests a hint of mid-forwardness to 

the balance. EST's subtle groove 

revealed the player's appealing sense of 

poise- it doesn't rush anything but lets 

the beat roll out effortlessly. it also 

picks up on the atmosphere of the 

piece well, delving into the nimble 

playing but laid-back feel with clarity. 

There is a sense of wanting to push up 

the volume however, suggesting that 

dynamics might be a little restrained. 

The choral piece Sacred Feast also 

sounds very natural and full in scale 

and depth of image, albeit a little soft 

at high frequencies, yet conceding little 

(if anything) in venue sound to the best 

in this test 

The Exposure could be more 

transparent and can sound soft, but 

this may have a positive side in the 

sense of naturalness you get from discs, 

the way instruments are more tonally 

convincing than usual. You can 

certainly hear what's going on in the 

midband with little difficulty- for 

instance, it reveals what Missy Elliott 

and her cohorts are on about with ease, 

something that few of the alternatives 

manage. it's a distinctive-sounding 

newcomer that many will love, and 

hence deserves Recommendation. ® 



.£1,195 � 01480 445678@ www.meridianaudio.com 

MERIDIAN 507 
Respected UK brand's winning player is engaging and precise 

T
he digital electronics wizard at 

Meridian - his friends call him 

Bob - has been pushing the state 

of the CD player art for longer than 

most. Some may remember the 

Meridian MCD, which rapidly followed 

the arrival of the format in 1984. The 

507 therefore has plenty of 'form', even 

if it is the most affordable player in the 

brand's extensive range. 

The 507 is based, not surprisingly, on 

the 508 at about twice the price, but 

looks and functions in much the same 

way. The latter, however, offers a degree 

of customisation that the newcomer 

eschews in favour of more competitive 

pricing. lt has everything you might 

want of a player including a substantial 

system remote, but doesn't go in for the 

Mercedes-style options list available on 

more expensive models. 

What you get is a CD-ROM transport 

mechanism driving a double buffering 

technique that's designed to minimise 

jitter. This is combined with a DVD­

Audio-style 24-bit/192kHz digital to 

analogue convertor. You can't play 

DVDs of any form, of course, but the 

extra capacity in the DAC should ensure 

that you get the very best out of the 

16-bit/44.1 kHz signal on a CD. The 

stereo output is produced by a direct 

coupled (DC) output stage, while the 

digital feed is precision re-clocked 

before it's allowed out into the world of 

recorders and outboard DACs. 

Styling is distinctly Meridian, but 

we're happy to say that operation is no 

longer as idiosyncratic as it used to be. 

Earlier Meridians had an operating style 

that was something of a challenge to 

those used to 'normal' CD players. 

The remote is festooned with buttons 

because it will drive anything Meridian, 

from DVD players to processors. The 

VERDICT 

SOUN D 

rJt.'H'JrJrJ 
FEATURES 

CrJrJrJ 
BUILD 

[';[';[';rJ['; 
VALUE 

rJCrJCrJ 

Unusually precise and 

considered performer 

that sounds as different 

as the discs you stick in 

the drawer. You can find 

more exciting players but 

few which sound quite as 

plausible and engaging. 

CHECKLIST 

SYSTEMUNK INTERFACE,/ 

RS2321NTERFAC E ,I 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL 

OUfTPUT ,I 

CD-RW PLAYBACK ,I 

BALANCED ANALOGUE 

OUfTPUT ,I 

only omission is an 'open' button, but 

that's hardly a disastrous oversight. 

In operation, the 507 produces a 

precise sound. it's not a hard or bright 

sound, which 'precise' can sometimes 

indicate; it's more of a measured and 

exacting reproduction of notes that 

suggests that there is very little blurring 

of the signal going on. This makes it 

seem more sensitive to the material 

being played than usual with variations 

in recordings proving highly distinctive. 

The player is particularly acute at a 

micro dynamic level, the variations in 

level and tone of different notes is very 

clear lmaging is likewise precise with 

the placement of instruments and 

voices varying considerably- Tori Amos 

stands out a mile from the speakers, 

while Eminem seems relatively 

constrained. The atmosphere and 

tension produced by both performers is 

fully intact, however- it's just the 

differences in production and mastering 

that are emphasised. 

With discs like the Keith Jarrett there 

seems to be some damping of the hall 

ambience, but the performance is no 

less engaging for it- it's positively 

gripping, which ain't bad for a familiar 

piece. On the EST the interplay between 

double bass and drums is handled 

beautifully, the precision of timing 

allowed to the instruments enhancing 

the performance and producing energy 

that on other occasions seemed a little 

reluctant. In some respects this could 

be a more exuberant player, but it is 

one of the most convincing machines in 

this group in terms of fidelity to the 

material, and that, of course, is the 

name of the game. Fear not: this 

transparency lets the passion and 

vitality of the music through as well as the 

low bass- this is no cold calculator. ® 

Group lest 

CONTROLS 

The front panel offers a basic but logical 

selection of controls and is backed up by the 

comprehensively-equipped system remote. 

Operation is like the sound, precise and 

considered, although track-changing is slower 

than usual because of the digital buffer. The 

dot matrix display can be defeated and has 

alternative ways of showing what's going on. 

CONNECTIONS 

Multiroom installation is aided by an RS232 

communications port and system integration 

is possible with Meridian amplifiers via the 

link sockets. RCA phonos provide analogue 

and digital outputs. 
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Compact 01sc Player SSOOi 
• 

.£1,200 e 01908 319360@ www.lenbrook.co.uk 

NADS500i 
A splendidly engineered player to add dynamics to your CD collection 

-'«-, .. 

CONTROLS 

Front panel controls could be better labelled 

but can be easily remembered. The blue 

display is very fetching but the remote looks 

and handles like it was made for NAD's 

budget players and lets the side down rather. 

But at least it means you get a lovely box at a 

nice price. 

CONNECTIONS 

While there's no RS232 port, custom install 

operation can be achieved with codes found 

on the company's website and the NAD 

system link sockets. RCA phono outputs are 

backed up by balanced XLRs. 

361 HI-FI CHOICE www.h1ficho•ce.co.uk I february 2003 

N 
AD's latest Silver Series CD 

player replaces a three-year-old 

model that kicked off the brand's 

first foray into the affordable edge of 

the so-called high-end market. The 

casework is as fine as you'll find on 

players costing two or three times as 

much, and NAD could have done far 

worse than adopt Skoda's "it can't really 

be one of those, can it?" marketing 

technique when it launched the range. 

The differences between the S500i 

and its S500 predecessor don't appear 

to be all that dramatic, and mainly 

concern the digital-to-analogue 

conversion and filtering stages- the 

elements of any disc player which are 

likely to be changed by the chip makers 

as technology changes over time. 

The S500i uses a 24-bit Crystal DAC 

and combines it with a 384x 

oversampling filter before handing the 

signal over to the class A output stage. 

The latter drives both RCA ph ono 

single-ended outputs and genuine 

balanced XLR connectors which 

produce a substantial 4.4 volt output, 

so longer than average interconnects 

should not be a problem. 

The digital output is available on an 

AES/EBU standard balanced socket or 

a coaxial BNC socket, which means that 

the output impedance always adheres 

to the preferred 75-ohm impedance for 

electrical digital transmission. 

The only drawback with these 

admirable interfaces is that few digital 

recorders and only the dearer DACs 

have socketry to match, and some form 

of adapter will need to be used. The 

adapter will undermine the impedance 

match, but in most situations this is not 

a particularly serious problem. 

Put the S500i into a decent system 

and its performance is as slick as its 

VERDICT 
SOUND 

Ct'U'JC 
FEATURES 

cc cc 
BUILD 

ccccc 
VALUE 

cc cc 

A beautifully built 

machine, the S500i will 

fit into a tot of systems 

with ease and produce a 

rich and entertaining 

sound, treading the fine 

line between precision 

and musicality with 

aplomb. 

CHECKLIST 

SYSlEMUNK INTIRFACE.f 

RS232 INTERFACE � 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL 

OUTPUT .f 

CIJ.RW PlAYBACK .f 

BALANCED ANALOGUE 

OUTPUT .f 

looks- particularly in the timing 

department, where it is guaranteed to 

get even the most beat-weary boot 

tapping away within a few bars of the 

right piece of music. 

Only a few players produce a more 

precise and analytical view of the 

material, but fewer still pick up the 

energy and vitality of the music as well. 

lt likes a groove too, which should make 

it friends in more than a few places 

these days. 

While it isn't by any means the most 

transparent player in the group, the 

S500i doesn't do badly, and in fact 

extracts more ambient information, 

such as reverb, than most. lt has a 

warm and expansive sound that works 

well with tracks like Tori Amos' Cod, 

throwing up the voice X-large style and 

backing it up with wall-to-wall energy 

from the band. 

The underpinning that is produced by 

dint of serious bass grunt clearly helps 

whatever you play- the double bass on 

EST and the highly developed drum 

sounds on Missy Elliott all benefit, for 

example. The sense of space with 

acoustic recordings also improves­

good bass does an awful lot for hall 

ambience and scale. 

The NAD is a generous and involving 

player which makes up for what it 

concedes in precision with a good sense 

of enthusiasm and dynamics. This is 

increased when you use the balanced 

outputs, which add solidity to the bass 

and reveal a greater level of detail in 

the mid and top range, yet deliver a 

more relaxed sound at the same time. 

This may be affected by the way in 

which the amp deals with standard SE 

and balanced connections, so the 

difference may not always be so 

marked. But if you can try it, do. ® 
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• 

vV! 

POW .. VAN MEOEVOORT CO PLAYER CD230 

.£900 e 01482 212213 @ www.vanmedevoort.com 

VAN MEDEVOORT CD230 
The new Dutch contender almost measures up to the competition 

V 
an Medevoort (vM) is a new 

brand to these shores but in 

relative terms it has not come 

very far. it hails from the Audioart 

company in Maarssen, Holland, which 

has been in operation since the late 

eighties. The company makes the full 

gamut of audio components in both 

two- and multichannel form, though at 

present the brand's UK distributor is 

concentrating on the electronics. Trying 

to sell obscure foreign loudspeakers in 

the UK brings new meaning to the 

phrase "coals to Newcastle" I 

The CD230 is currently the only vM 

CD player, but there is a DVD player, a 

DAC and an SACD player in the 

pipeline. it's a larger than average but 

otherwise standard box with the 

traditional thick fascia and steel carcass 

covering the operational gubbins. 

Apparently these include a suspended 

transport mechanism, with rubber 

mountings being used to achieve a 

degree of isolation from energy that 

gets into the chassis. 

Not a great deal is given away about 

the workings of the vM save that it uses 

a one-bit DAC and, judging from the 

badged remote control, a Philips­

sourced logic board, if not transport as 

well. I guess the brand's Dutch origins 

would make this almost inevitable. The 

choice of DAC seems a little odd -

there was a time when so called 

bitstream DACs were all the rage but 

nowadays you're more likely to find 

multi bit delta/sigma converters in 

high-end players. 

Connection options are pretty 

standard for this price point, with 

single-ended and balanced XLR sockets 

to choose from. The spec sheet suggests 

that the XLR connections will give the 

best resu Its. 

VERDIG 

SOUND 

r .. 'U'JrJ 
FEATURES 

[.';[.';[.'; 
BUILD 

rlrlrlrl 

VALUE 

rlrlrlrl 

Heavyweight player with 

a tight, slightly dry 

sound that has a decent 
enough sense of musical 
perspective but not quite 
as much dynamic energy 

and colour as the group 

competition . 

CHECKLIST 

5'1'5TfMUNK INTERFACE)(' 

R5232 INTERFACE )( 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL 
OUTPUT ./ 

CD-RW PLAYBACK ./ 

BALANCED ANALOGUE 
OUTPUT ./ 

However as it's necessary to keep the 

playing field as even as possible from a 

reviewing perspective listening, as with 

all the other players in this group, was 

done via the single-ended socketry. 

Under these circumstances the CD230 

turned in a decent if not totally 

inspiring performance. Bass is a strong 

point in terms of depth and power 

which underpins everything it plays. 

The Tori Am os track Pretty Good Year is 

strong on presence, but without decent 

bass weight the heavily projected voice 

can seem a bit out of touch -with the 

vM there is plenty of presence and 

depth to proceedings. The better 

players in the group paint a fuller and 

richer picture, however, and there is a 

slightly dry aspect to the vM sound. 

Timing is good if not striking, the 

Missy Elliott track lacking some of its 

verve and snap albeit rendering the 

voice of guest MC Ludacris with a bit 

more clarity than usual. it's a tight and 

deep sound that suits the piano of EST, 

making other players seem slightly 

blowsy, and staying with the groove to 

the last beat. 

A slight hardness can rear its head 

with high notes, as exemplified on the 

Guadeamus track, but it's rare to notice 

such shortcomings. On the whole this is 

a coherent and tight player which, 

while not pushing the boundaries of 

CD player sound, puts in a plausible 

performance with all sorts of material. 

In a less impressive group this model 

might have fared better, but there's 

nothing like peer competition to sort 

out the merely good from the great and 

against this line-up the vM has its work 

cut out. The differences aren't gross, 

and with a lot of music it's an 

impressive machine, but at this price 

you can aim a little higher. ® 

PlAV PAUSE STOP 

• 

Of'EN PREV NEXT 

• 

• 

CONTROLS 

The remote has a number of 

irrelevant buttons including volume but is 

clearly marked and easy to use, not to say 

handily compact. Front panel controls are less 

than beautiful but fine to use and read. The 

display, unusually, gives total track readout. 

CONNEmONS 

RCA-style remote connectors are unusual, 

even unconventional, but offer a good degree 

of multiroom potential for the experienced 

installer. Balanced outputs 

combine with RCA phones for analogue out. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
New budget CD players may be thin on the ground, but the scene around £7,000 is thriving 

P 
hew, what a scorching bunch 

of CD players I This has been 

a great review group and a 

tough one at the same time. On 

the one hand there wasn't a single 

duff machine in the selection - all 

of the players made CDs sound 

entertaining and musical, which 

made the listening most enjoyable, 

even after playing the same tracks 

several dozen times over. 

On the other hand, some tough 

decisions had to be made about 

which players had the upper hand 

and how to express this with a 

mere five stars I This is one of those 

tests where it really helps to look 

TRY THEM WITH THESE 
AMPS 

ARCAM FMJ A32 £1,150 

Remarkably flexible and well featured, 
and offers excellent sound quality for 
the 

SUGDEN A21A £899 

Single-ended, class A transistor design 
with exquisite resolving power and 
presence. 

ATC SIA2-150 £2,375 

Starkly revealing powerhouse that could 
eat most integrated amps for breakfast. 

SPEAKERS 

DYNAUDIO AUDIENCE 82 £1,460 

Outstanding neutrality, bass extension 
and power handling from a larger than 
average vinyl wrap box. 

B&W SIGNATURE 805 £2,250 

A really beautiful stand mount speaker 
that has staggering transparency and 
resolution - arguably the best small 
speaker on the planet. 

PMC TB2 £700 

Stand mount that sets a high standard 
for neutrality and transparency in a 
compact and elegantly finished cabinet 

HINTS AND TIPS 

� To get the best out of your CD 
player, place it on a dedicated 
equipment rack, preferably one that 

offers genuine mechanical isolation. 

� Use the best interconnects that 
you can afford and make sure you 

follow any indications for signal 
direction. If there are none, compare 
them both ways round. 
� Use a good quality mains cable 

and place a ferrite clamp around 
the cable at the player's end. 
� Leave the player permanently 
switched on or on standby if that's 

possible- digital electronics benefit 

from plenty of warm-up. 
� Keep your discs clean with an 

optical cleaning fluid and cloth. 

� Buy loads of music! 

beyond the stars and into the text, 

because there you should get a 

better idea of the finer points of 

these excellent machines. 

The overall conclusion is that CD 

players are just getting better and 

better. There was a time not so 

long ago when you would have 

had to spend two or three times as 

much to match the best in this 

bunch. As we suggested in the 

introduction, it would seem that 

the higher-powered processors 

being developed for the new high­

resolution formats are benefiting 

the granddaddy of domestic digital 

audio. This isn't the only over-spec 

STAR PERFORMER 

CLASSE CDP-10 

factor that has affected things, 

however: the two best players in 

this test both use CD-ROM style 

transport mechanisms that are 

capable of spinning discs at far 

higher speeds than those required. 

This means that at the required 

speed the motor and associated 

servos are barely ticking over, which 

could lead to more precision in 

their operation. 

Whatever the reasons, those of 

you prepared to spend a grand or 

more on a source component are 

spoilt for choice. If you can stretch 

to it go to the Classe - it may be a 

pain to type the name, but it's a joy 

to listen to. We discovered as much 

in our Incoming review in HFC 
236, and this showdown with its 

peers just confirms what a fluid, 

dynam1c and downright classy 

machine it is- just make sure that 

you've got the rack space, because 

it's a wide one. 

Following hard on the Classe's 

heels is the stunning Meridian 507, 

which at £400 less, is a precise and 

transparent player that uses a 

digital reservoir or buffer to eke out 

the last nuance of the music. These 

players will revolutionise your music 

collection - if you don't believe it, 

get an audition. Now I ® 

For outright performance the rosette has to go to the 

simply gorgeous Classe. Not only does the CDP-10 look like 

a superb player, it also does a very good job of sounding 

like one, revealing its high-end heritage from the first 

musical phrase. lt costs a bit more than the 

lt manages to sound more transparent while at the same 

time less mechanical or 'digital' than most, which lets the 

music f low through it in a manner that is both technically 

impressive and viscerally engaging. 

competition here but having heard plenty 

of more expensive players, 

we can confidently ------• 

recommend this 

machine for its 0 
subtlety, resolution of 

fine detail and 

natural balance. 

CD PLAYERS AT A GLANCE 

MAKE Classe Cyrus Exposure 

MODEL CDP-10 CD7Q XXII 

PRICE £1,599 £1,150 £1,175 

SOUND LUJDLUJ DDDDC DrJr.JD 

FEATURES DDDD cccc ..... rJrJrJ 

BUILD rJrJrJrJrJ rJrJrJrJC rJrJrJrJ 

VALUE rJrJDrJrJ rJrJrJrJD rJrJrJrJ 

CONQUSIONS Very natural, Warm and A natural 

yet capable of musical player sounding 

revealing the which, while player which 

finest of still highly does 

details in a capable, is particularly 

coherent and now being big favours for 

engaging overtaken by voices and 

manner. competitors. acoustic 
instruments. 

Meridian NAD Van Medevoort 

507 S500i CD230 

£1,195 £1,200 £900 

DDDCD DDDC r.:.'H'JD-.:;1; 

rJrJrJrJ _, rJrJrJrJ rJrJrJCi'J 

rJrJrJrJrJ rJrJrJrJrJ rJrJrJrJf.� 

rJrJrJrJrJ DrJrJrJ rJrJrJrJrJ 

Unusually A beautifully Decent sense 
precise and built machine of musical 
considered that treads perspective 
performer the fine line doesn't quite 

that sounds between offset the 
as different precision and lack of 

as the discs musicality dynamic 

you stick in with aplomb. energy and 

the drawer. colour. 
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0114 2852656 or e mail info@wilson-benesch.com for more information 

Beau horn™ 
The Beauhorn Virtuosos simply manage to make music of 

all kinds more interesting and involving than conventional 

speakers. 

Paul Messenger Hi-Fi+ 

Once you get the location and toe-in right the B2 is very 

definitely a Beauhorn. It has the same tactile immediacy 

and directness that its more sophisticated elder brother 

possesses. 

Roy Gregory Hi-Fi+ 

get that Beauhorn sensation -

the feeling that you are there 

website: www.beauhorn.com e-mail: infoc@beauhorn.com Hastings TN35 4NB England Telephone: +44 (0)1424 813888 
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----

REVIEWS- Alvin Gold 

Some excellent reasons not to keep all your multichannel eggs in one box 

ON TEST 

CYRUS AV8 + SMARTPOWER X3 
£2,900 

MARANTZ PS-17 + SM-17 X2 
£3,400 

NAIM AV2 + NAPV 175 +NAP 150 
£4,175 

PRIMARE SP31.7 + A30.5 
£4,200 
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C 
heck the prices and you'll see 

were not talking entry-level here, 

but we're not at the screaming 

high end either. These products are 

designed to appeal to those used to 

classy high fidelity of the kind they 

expect from manufacturers with 

established hi-fi credentials like these. 

There are some differences between 

what we have here and other, more 

conventional multichannel solutions, 

and at first sight the comparison 

doesn't favour the hardware under this 

month's microscope. On the whole, 

these models lack inputs and some of 

the sound processing algorithms and 

other facilities expected from top-of­

the-line one-box home cinema amps, 

virtually all of which cost less. Even 

power output is barely competitive on 

paper, and the range of incidental 

features, especially DSP modes and the 

flexibility of the set-up software, trails 

behind the standards set by the leading 

dedicated home cinema brands­

Pioneer, Denon, Harman/Kardon, 

Yamaha, Marant2 and others. 

Which begs the question: why bother7 

Very simply, you should bother because 

these are true high fidelity designs. 

While there may be no such thing as 

no-compromise, they certainly are very 

low compromise by home cinema 

standards. These, and a few like them, 

are the ones to choose if you want to 

add multichannel operation to a quality 

home stereo system. Most do so with 

an admirable simplicity, and two of the 

four make no direct provision for video 

switching, though both of the 

manufacturers concerned, Naim and 

Cyrus, are in the process of designing 

external switchers which will be 

controlled by the host processor/ 

preamp. The Cyrus even lacks a six­

channel input- a potentially serious 

omission since one of the very obvious 

reasons why audiophiles might consider 

a multichannel system is for high-res 

multichannel audio discs. Here too 

though, there is an add-on in the works. 

One thing that each of the four models 

do offer is simple operation, not 

through fancy high-tech set-up 

algorithms, but simply because they are 

relatively uncomplicated designs. 

Each is open-ended, with different 

power amplifier options. Some offer 

more power, some offer bridging and 

balanced operation (the Primare two­

channel A30.2 was tried during the test 

with good results). Where the 

processors allow, the extra power 

amplification can be used to drive 6.1 

and 7.1 systems, from Dolby Digital EX 

and DTS ES sources. Flexibility is very 

much on the menu here ... ® 



PS .. 17 



I 

Group lest AV amps and processors !2,900· !4,200 

.£2,900 S 01480 435577 :!€; www.cyrusaudio.com 

CYRUS AVB/SMARTPOWER x3 
Clean and tidy appearance mirrors neat audio performance 

T 
he proposition here is a simple 

one. There are already plenty of 

complex and difficult-to-use 

multichannel solutions that seem aimed 

primarily at the gadget freak, yet which 

often fail to satisfy when asked to 

perform the simple chore of playing a 

tune. Why not address the problem 

from the other end, by designing the 

simplest possible hardware that has 

legs in a multichannel universe, using 

elements with a proven track record of 

playing music in stereo7 This is the 

central proposition for the whole group 

of course, but the Cyrus solution is a 

particularly direct and elegant one. 

The key component is the £1,100 

AV8, an audio processor which doubles 

as a preamplifier with a range of 

analogue and digital inputs, and a 

basic Dolby/DTS decoder- 5.1-channel 

only, that is, with no ES or EX. Dol by 

Pro Logic 11 with the usual range of 

adJustable parameters, is included, but 

not DTS Neo:6. 

There is no video circuitry, which 

would certainly have impacted on 

sound quality, but there is an automatic 

microphone-driven set-up assisted by a 

graphic front panel display which 

measures and sets speaker distances 

and relative levels in a single, seamless 

operation. The Smartpower (there are 

three of them here at a cost of £600 

each) is a stereo power amplifier, rated 

at 60 watts per channel, though it can 

be switched to mono. This is not the 

same as bridging, in which form it 

delivers 105 watts. 

Facilities are fairly basic, but sufficient 

for most purposes. The auto set-up is 

easy and effective, though the system 

will respond to additional fine-tuning. 
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VERDICT 

SOUND 

ccr..'U'J 
FEATURES 

cc 
BUILD 

cc cc 
VALUE 

ccccc 

Cyrus's magic singing 

shoeboxes score again, 

almost seamlessly 

adapting themselves to 

the world of home 

cinema as seen through 

the sometimes myopic 

eye of the audiophile. 

CHECKLIST 

INPUTS-ANALOGUE 3 

INPUTS-DIGITAL 6 

VIDEO SWITCHING OPT 

HEADPHONE SOCKET )( 

SET-UP AUTO 

POWER RATING 5X60W 

The all-important bass/LFE settings are 

well handled, with a wide range of 

crossover frequencies available, and the 

Cyrus does include a stereo-plus­

subwoofer mode which is omitted from 

some of its rivals. 

As it stands, the AV8 doesn't accept 

multichannel analogue sources 

(DVD-Audio and SACD), but a 

combined software/hardware upgrade 

for the purpose will be available shortly. 

Surprisingly, it won't involve the loss of 

any existing inputs. A video switcher is 

also in development. 

As tested, the system consists of four 

boxes which together take up no more 

room than a single average-size AV 

amp. They even co-operate thanks to 

rear-panel D-bus control links. The 

tidiness and user-friendly nature of this 

set-up turns out to be a surprisingly 

good metaphor for system performance, 

which is clean, open and vivid, with 

strong detail and a slightly rounded 

quality at the frequency extremes that if 

anything adds to its overall appeal, 

though it has to be said it sometimes 

takes the edge off more extreme 

musical material. 

Vocal and small instrumental material 

however is handled particularly well. it's 

worth noting that routing video directly 

to the TV or other display device will 

itself improve video quality, which is as 

much at the mercy of extra cable runs, 

switching and buffer amplifiers as the 

audio signal chain. 

The system is less exciting in 

multichannel guise. There is enough 

resolving power in the processing to 

show the usual superiority of DTS over 

its Dol by counterpart, but steering 

sounds more mechanical, less fluid than 

CONTROLS 

Minimal front panel controls and a basic 

handset design, but the backlit LCD display 

panel is a minor masterpiece, easily hand­

holding the user through the set-up. 

CONNEffiONS 

No multichannel analogue input means 

there's no DVD-A or SACD until the upgrade is 

released. But there is a satisfactory number 

of digital inputs, and the AV7 interacts with 

Cyrus integrated amps and prefpower amps 

to provide as many inputs as you can 

reasonably need. 

with others in the group. There's a 

persistent slight granularity in the high 

frequency region too. The flexible bass 

management helped with the test 

speaker system however, which benefits 

from a low 60Hz crossover frequency, 

and the system's balance remains open 

and vivid, without the build-up of upper 

bass congestion that often mars the 

performance of some otherwise very 

good amp systems. 

Set all of this against good stereo 

sound and relatively low pricing, and 

the Cyrus combo has real appeal. ® 



AV amps and processors £2,900·£4,200 Group lest 
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MARANTZ PS-17/SM-17 x2 
Feature-packed, beautifully built and excellent value for money 

H 
ere is a system that is more than 

a little unusual. Rather than the 

standard mix of processor and 

power amps modelled after the classic 

pre/power amp combination, this 

system consists of the £2,000 PS-17 

processor/power amp and two stereo 

power maps. A more instructive way to 

look at the PS-17 is to take it as a 

PM-17 integrated amp to which a 

multichannel processor has been added, 

and which can be used to drive external 

power amps for the centre and rear 

speakers. The processor section 

supports up to 7.1 speakers, and applies 

a proprietary matrix for surround back 

speakers, which is not quite the same 

as Dol by Digital EX or DTS ES, but is as 

near as makes no real difference. The 

multichannel input however caters for 

just 5.1 channels, enough for most 

purposes, but perhaps a limitation in 

the long term. The PS-17 is supplied 

with an attractive learning LCD 

remote with macro (multistep) 

programming function. 

The SM-17 power amps (two at £700 

each) can be used in balanced 

transformerless (BTL) mode -a fancy 

name for bridging- which brings 

power up from 60 to 200 watts/ 

channel. In standard mode, the amp 

delivers only modest volts, but plenty of 

current, so challenging systems like the 

one used for this test are handled with 

almost contemptuous ease. 

The PS-17 has some great toys, in 

VERDICT 

SOUND 

rJrJrJrJ 

FEATURES 

rJrJrJrJ 

BUILD 

rJrJrJrJrJ 

VALUE 

rJrJrJrJrJ 

This is a truly excellent 

package, which lacks for 

little in features. and 

which delivers in spades 

with films and music 

alike. It is also 

remarkably well priced. 

CHECKLIST 

INPUTS- ANALOGUE 10 

INPUTS-DIGITAL 

VIDEO SWITCHING 

HEAD PHONE SOCKET ./ 

SET-UP MANUAL 

POWER RATING Sx60W 

quality if not always in depth. One is 

Dol by Head phone, for which this is the 

launch product. Quality touches include 

current feedback, H DAM discrete 

output op-amps, WBT speaker 

terminals, a smattering of audiophile­

grade passive components, a low 

resonance structure and power supplies 

based on a massive toroidal 

transformer. Oh, and a warm-up meter. 

In home cinema trim, this amp system 

sounds bold and outgoing. Bass and 

lower mid are particularly impressive, 

while treble is somewhat at the mercy 

of the surround sound processing, 

which is better in DTS than Dol by mode 

(now there's a surprise). But image 

steering is very strong in both cases, 

and the amp has a solid, even slightly 

fruity feel, full of musical architecture 

and scale. lt makes a real event out of 

big scale films, the latest Star War> for 

example, and music recordings like the 

Rabih Abou-Khalil (Dolby Digital) disc. 

There is a warmth and grace to this 

system, with just an occasional hint of 

coldness in the mid-treble area. 

One particularly excellent toy is Pure 

Direct, which is designed for optimum 

sound quality with analogue sources 

(two channels or six). As usual this 

bypasses a 11 unnecessary circuit 

elements, and it also powers down all 

video processing completely. This is of 

course the way to the Marantz's best 

side, and the difference is not subtle. 

The sound becomes sweeter and purer, 

CONITROLS 

Substantially turned out, the front panel 

offers full access to the flexibility of the 

design through well appointed controls. 

CONNEmONS 

The only notable absentee from the back of 

the PS-17 is the paraphernalia that most 

makers include for system control- notably 

an RS232 interface, though remote control 

commands can be wire-Linked to other 

Marantz components. Preamp outputs are 

available for all channels. 

useful resolution increases, and imagery 

is more solidly three-dimensional. The 

detail in the sound simply makes more 

sense, and therefore so does the music. 

Dol by Head phone isn't all it's cracked 

up to be, and is only partially successful 

in decoupling the soundstage from the 

headphones, but it is worth trying. 

Overall, an impressive act with plenty of 

tricks and equally admirable stereo and 

surround sound performance. ® 
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NAIM A¥2/NAPV 175/NAP 150 
A direct and engaging performer, as you might expect ... 

A 
bout a year ago, Naim took a 

decisive step into the world of 

multichannel audio by 

introducing its first true surround 

processor, the £2,200 AV2, and two 

new power amplifiers, the two-channel 

NAP 150 (£780) and three-channel 

NAPV 175 (£1,195) The NAP150 

doubles as a hi-fi stereo power amp, 

and both use the same circuit and 

power supply configurations. 

The designs of the three components 

are based on the same priorities that 

have always informed Naim equipment 

This is true by definition in the case of 

the power amps, which were derived 

directly from the prestigious NAP 500, 

according to the horse's mouth. And 

the AV2 shows all the signs: the 

continued use of DIN sockets alongside 

a clutch of phones for the coaxial 

digital and some of the analogue 

inputs. The display is one of Naim's 

minimalist designs, consistent with 

previous practice. The remote control 

probably has fewer buttons than any 

other AV processor, and this is certainly 

true of the front panel control set, 

which numbers three. An abbreviated 

control set naturally means that the 

control system, which makes extensive 

use of multi-function buttons, is 

extremely terse. User friendly' Not in 

the conventiona I sense. 

But you do get a product that is 

literally stripped for action, which has 

all the usual AV facilities, up to and 

including Dolby Digital EX, Dolby Pro 

Logic 11, DTS-ES and DTS Neo:6. There 

is an eight-channel analogue input, a 
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VERDICT 

SOUND 

r .. 'U" .. 'U'J CC 

FEATURES 

ccc 

BUILD 

cc cc 

VALUE 

cc cc 

This amp system is a 

natural choice for those 

attuned to the Nairn way, 

as it seamtessly 

combines good quality 

contemporary surround 

sound (unlike the 

originol AV1) with the 

classic Nairn virtues, the 

lack of video switching 

enhandng its audio 

quality. 

CHECKLIST 

INPIJTS-ANALOGUE 6/5 

INPUTS- DIGITAL 

VIDEO SWITCHING OP1 

HEAD PHONE SOCKET X 

SET-uP MANUAL 

POWER RATING 5x50W 

combination of two DIN inputs, but 

power output and the number of input 

options, and some of the internal 

configuration possibilities, are fairly 

basic- there's no stereo-plus-subwoofer 

mode for example. The system does not 

handle video, but a video switcher, the 

VS1, is under development 

Switching noise from the resistive 

ladder volume control as it is adjusted 

detracts slightly from the operational 

feel, but there are no performance­

related consequences, and the only 

other issue is the use of DINs - but 

Naim dealers are geared up for this. 

Probably the best thing that anyone 

could say about a Naim AV system is 

that it sounds in character with a Naim 

stereo system. This must have been the 

designer's intention, and this is exactly 

how it is. So far as can be judged from 

the very non-Naim-like speaker system 

used in this test, the system has all the 

traditional Naim virtues. lt is solid and 

propulsive, dynamics are handled 

boldly; resolving power is 

unexaggerated, yet incidental and 

background detail is present in greater 

profusion than you might expect from 

an AV system. Surround sound steering 

is good, if not state of the art, and as 

usual DTS sounds better than Dol by 

Digital, while conversely Dolby PLII 

sounds better than DTS Neo:6, which is 

the natural order of things. A slight 

tendency to excessive sharpness with 

film soundtracks can be addressed with 

the Cinema EQ feature. 

As usua I with Nai m, the bass is 

particularly sure-footed, and yet never 

CONTROlS 

Terse in the extreme, for those who learn its 

hieroglyphics, the front panel display will 

eventually yield up some useful information 

about what's going on inside. 

CONNECTIONS 

Curious hybrid mixture of DIN and phone 

sockets is an inevitable part of going Nairn. 

The DIN interface has certain technical 

advantages over phone, and it also allows a 

neat rear panel arrangement in the limited 

space available without sacrificing too much 

in the way of flexibility. 

exaggerated. Of course, a system like 

this with a subwoofer allows the user to 

reinvent the overall balance in any way 

that suits. But this is one amp system 

where it is possible to achieve a 

seamless blend of sub to the main 

speakers. This said, the best sound is 

obtained from stereo sources in bypass 

mode, which doesn't use any subwoofer 

that is plumbed into the system. ® 
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PRIMARE SP31.7/A30.5 
A superb all-rounder from a master of understated design 

U
nderstated as always, the SP31.7 

is the latest AV processor from 

Primare. lt caters for the extended 

Dol by Digital EX and DTS-ES, as well as 

Dolby Pro Logic 11 and DTS Neo:5 using 

sohware developed in-house which is 

said to offer advantages over off-the­

shelf solutions. One of these is the 

flexible handling of bass and LFE 

signals in a range of speaker set-ups, 

and another concerns the quality of the 

algorithms that derive the extra 

surround rear channels from their 5.1-

channel source -true ES or EX material 

is predetermined by what's on the disc. 

A useful range of custom-install 

features have been included to cope 

with motorised screens, room lighting, 

external controllers and the like. 

The remote control is a solid metal 

design, pleasing on the hand and not 

overburdened with control buttons. The 

set-up procedure is straightforward and 

intuitive on the whole, though there are 

some confusing elements not properly 

documented in the book of words. An 

auto-level set-up regime is available, 

but no microphone is supplied. 

The A30.5 is the matching five­

channel amplifier, a single-ended 

design rated at 120 watts per channel 

into eight ohms, and 200 watts into 

four, implying a healthy current yield. 

Primare also offers a two-channel 

version of this amplifier, the A30.2, 

which differs in having a balanced 

input, and in being bridgeable. Added 

to the A30.5, the extra two-channel can 

be used to implement Dolby ES or DTS 

VERDIG 

SOUND 

t'U' • ..'U' • .'U'JrJ 

FEATURES 

rJrJrJrJ 
BUILD 

rJrJrJrJrJ 

VALUE 

rJrJrJrJrJ 

Arguably the most 

complete audio 

performance of the four 

models on test. The 

system fu lfi � the key 

requirement of delivering 

excellent multichannel 

performance while 

being essentially 

uncompromised as a 

music system. 

CHECKLIST 

INPUfS-ANALOCUE 8/5 

INPUTS- DIGITAL 

VIDEO SWITCHING 

HEADPHONE SOCKET X 

SET-UP MANUAL 

POWER RATING 5X120W 

ES, though the A30.2 is best used to 

drive the front channels as it offers 

slightly higher performance. This was 

tried with good results, but we did not 

attempt the other obvious option, of 

bridging the A30.2 and using it to 

drive the centre channel. 

Switching noise when the volume is 

adjusted is reminiscent of the Naim, but 

again it doesn't impact on sound 

quality. A direct mode is available to 

bypass the DSP for stereo or 

multichannel analogue sources, and 

true to form this gave the best 

performance. The Primare acquits itself 

extremely well with DVD-Audio and 

SACD discs (using the Marantz DV9200 

universal player), with a typically clean, 

elegant and full bodied delivery, which 

insofar as Prima re has a distinctive 

voice, is very much that of the brand. 

Overall, in bypass mode, this is a high­

class system fully compatible with 

existing Primare hi-fi systems. 

Switching to Dolby Digital, the sound 

flattens out, but the Pri mare at least 

keeps track of recent improvements in 

processing Dol by soundtracks by giving 

a very credible performance, with 

images placed accurately within the 

sound field and smooth tracking of 

moving images. As usual, DTS sounds a 

little more three dimensional and less 

'manipulated', but the differences are 

useful rather than dramatic. 

Good film soundtracks really came to 

life Star Wars 11, which has a very good 

Dolby soundtrack in a THX transfer, 

sounds a little calmer and more 

CONTROLS 

The remote control is a tactile delight, and is 

clearly built to outlast the usual careless 

handling, complementing a remarkably 

fuss-free overall design. 

CONNECTIONS 

Notable features include the RJ45-type data 

socket in addition to the usual RS232C, two 

component inputs and a smattering of XLR 

balanced ins and outs- a stereo line and a 

digital input and line outputs for the front 

channel, the latter in parallel with standard 

single-ended sockets. 

collected than with some of the other 

combinations, but the film is still 

explosive -tiresomely so in extremis, 

but this is the film's fault, not the 

sound system. The bass comes across 

with real vim and power, and the 

Prima re power amplifiers are excellent, 

used in stereo or multichannel. ® 
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CONCLUSIONS 
Mostly superb results from this distinguished clutch of AV amp systems 

w ith four intriguing systems 

from four major, high-

quality brand names, it's 

no surprise that there isn't a dud 

among them. There are differences 

in sound quality arising from the 

quality of the electronics and the 

performance of the processing, but 

they are more matters of personality 

than of good and bad design. In 

practice, the choice facing potential 

TRY THEM WITH THESE 

DVD PLAYERS 
ARCAM DSVBB PLUS £1,000 

Excellent all-round DVD player with PAL 
Progressive video makes this a great 
choice for plasma/projector users. 

MARAN TZ DV8300 £1,400 

'Universal' DVD-Audio/Video and SACD 
player is well turned out and works 
superbly, especially when playing in 
high resolution mode. 

DENON DVD-3800 £1.000 

Classy Silicon Graphics video processing 
and good sound to match, including 
DVD-Audio. 

MULTICHANNEL LOUDSPEAKER 
PACKAGES 

B&W 602/601 53 PACKAGE £900 

A quality system based on identical 
compact speakers all round -just add a 
subwoofer to taste. 

JMLAB COBALT PACKAGE £1,797 

Well engineered and well priced, the 
tonal brightness is manageable with 
decent electronics. 

PMC FB1/TB2 PACKAGE £2,485 

The professionals' brand, popular with 
many a studio. Bulky, but has good 
transparency, articulation and weight. 

HINTS AND TIPS 

� US Region 1 NTSC DVDs are 
sometimes better mastered than 

their UK PAL counterparts, but 

remember that you'll need a player 

converted to play Rl discs. 
� When processing two-<:hannel or 

Dol by Surround material, Dol by Pro 

Logic 11 invariably does a better job 

than DTS Neo:6. 
� Switching off the video circuits 
with audio material (where that's 
possible) is often very worthwhile. 
� With most encoded material, 
in most rooms, the extra channels 
associated by Dol by Digital EX and 

DTS ES are a waste of time. 

� Setting the system to produce 

equal loudness from all channels 

may be recommended, but is not 

necessarily appropriate. A lower 
setting of the rear channels often 

works better, so tune to taste. 

owners of equipment such as this is 

most likely to be dictated by other 

matters. Those already attuned to 

Naim electronics are likely to opt for 

their solution and ditto in the case 

of the other brands, to maintain the 

qualities they already enjoy in 

stereo. For those people making a 

decision on this basis, the results of 

the test show there is no reason to 

reject any one of the four. They all 

Top class, and quite full­

featured multichannel AV 

amplification from Primare 

continues the classic 

simplicity of their stereo 

components line. This 

package has the same 

smooth, elegant voicing we 

have now come to expect 

from this brand, and is 

great for audiophiles who 

would like to broaden their 

horizons without lowering 

their expectations. 

do what you would reasonably 

expect of them based on stereo 

equipment in their respective 

ranges. Put another way, they all 

broadly uphold the standards that 

each brand sets itself. 

This doesn't mean there weren't 

some disappointments. Based on 

experience with dedicated home 

cinema equipment, it was obvious 

that the spatial processing is not 

always in the top class. This is true 

of the Naim and the Cyrus, 

although they are extremely 

transparent in pass-through mode, 

and their basic sound quality 

deteriorates only modestly through 

the Dolby/DTS decoders. The 

Prima re and Marantz don't 

necessarily sound much better, but 

their spatial processing is in some 

respects more sophisticated. This is 

�� .... 

V 

MULTICHANNEL AV AMP SYSTEMS AT A GLANCE 

MAKE Cyrus Marantz Nairn Prima re 

MODEL AVS/ PS-17/ AV2/NAN 175/ SP31.7/ 

SmartPower x3 SM-17 x2 NAP150 A30.5 

PRICE £2,900 £3,400 £4,175 £4,200 

SOUND t'U' •. 'U' •. 'U' .. UJ r..·n· .. ·u�Jc c 

FEATURES rJrJrJrJrJ rJrJrJ rJrJrJrJ['J 

BUILD rJrJrJtlD rJDDDrJ 

VA L UE DDCCC rJrJrJrJrJ CDDDC 

CONCLUSIONS Painless to set up, A high-class stereo A studied approach A complete hi-fi 

if slightly limited system known as an from the Satisbury and multichannel 

system, sounds like excellent performer CI1!W brings high AV product that 

classic Cyrus in two- with the necessary qualfty multichannel manages to steer 

channel guise, and multichannel audio to their range clear of the usual 

almost as good in add-ons, executed without owerturning compromises. 

multlchanneL with real flair. classic Nairn virtues. 
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Copland Audio Products: 

POWER 

Copland's design team believes that its 

greatest challenge is to use a scientific 

approach to create a product which 

conveys art. Although music has its basis 

in mathematics, its raison d'etre is to 

communicate emotion .. Soul. Spirit. 

To achieve this end, Copland has chosen 

to blend the best of proven technologies 

- the valve - with the most sophisticated 

of modern methodologies. Because of 

this, you will find a compact disc player 

in a range which also reveres the vinyl LP. 

You will find stereo playback, which has 

served pure music for a half-century, 

alongside multi-channel amplification, 

designed to recreate the cinematic event 

in the home. 

All of this reaches you, the music lover 

and cineaste, through components which 

reflect the most striking of Scandinavian 

virtues: minimalism, simplicity, clarity. 

0 0 0 0 0 

CDA822 - High resolution CD player 

0 0 -
. 

CTA305 - High Performance valve preamplifier 

.,.. 

CTA520 - Power amplifier {stereo or mono) 

' r-r./'f ,..,r. 
' «••••HC&.o>O<o• ••••• •••uHo• ••• H� 

-=-------- - ... -.-

CVA306 - Multi Channel Valve preamplifier 

CVA535 - 5 channel Audio Video amplifier 

-
-
-
- absolutesounds Itd. 

---
---
---

-- -
-
-

58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW T: +44 (0)20 89 71 3909 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 

info@absolutesounds.com www.absolutesounds.com 



Test Feature Mains cables, blocks and filters FEATURE AND TEST- Richard Black 

o most people in the more prosperous 

nations, mains electricity is something 

one takes completely for granted. You 

turn on the switch and there it is- 230 

reliable AC power, as much current as you care 

to draw within the limits of your fuses. lt lights 

lamps, operates cooking and heating appliances 

-and kicks your hi-fi into life. 

Occasionally, one becomes aware that all is 

not perfect with the mains. Apart from obvious 

events like power cuts due to emergencies or 

labour strikes, many audio components suffer 

from the odd click due to a fridge or heater 

switching off. Clearly, something other than 

pure 230V 50Hz is coming down the cable to 

cause such interference. But can you do 

anything about this? 

The answer is generally yes, and what is 

perhaps more surprising is that even when there 

is no directly audible interference present, 

'treating' the mains with filters of various kinds 

can have a consistently audible effect on sound 

quality. This discovery has, over the last few 

years, encouraged the growth of a small but 

thriving industry supplying specialist versions of 

mains cables, filters and even regenerators to 

keen audiophiles. 

In fact, the mains is much more complex than 

a simple supply of constant frequency at a 

constant voltage. For one thing, there are three 

wires, live, neutral and earth, and although in 

theory neutral and earth are at the same 

potential voltage, this is only an approximation. 

In practice, in addition to the desired 50Hz at 

230V there exists an infinite spectrum of 

frequencies between any pair of those two 

wires. Even though mains current in theory is 

symmetrically smooth, it rarely, if ever, is, and is 

prone to distortion from a variety sources (see 

diagram, below). And it's not just the low level 

stuff- it takes little imagination, and can in 

fact easily be shown, that the distortion 

frequencies extend upwards to MHz and GHz 
frequencies. Between neutral and earth wires 

one finds similar signals, of course without the 

230V, and generally at a slightly lower level. 

SONIC DIRT 

is pretty clean. Unfortunately, almost every kind 

of device attached to it draws a current which is 

not a perfect sinusoid and this, along with the 

finite resistance of current-carrying cables at 

every stage of the chain, starts to corrupt the 

purity of the voltage waveform. The power 

supplies in most hi-fi equipment are among the 

worst polluters, ironically. The same causes 

apply to the voltage between neutral and earth. 

In addition, extraneous signals are quite 

deliberately added to the mains. Devices from 

baby alarms to electricity meters use the mains 

wiring as a handy communications backbone, 

sending out high frequency (typically 100kHz or 

so) signals which of course travel a lot further 

than the intended recipient since there's little to 

stop them. Add to that the fact that any piece 

of wire will pick up radio signals from the 

myriad transmitters, from time signals at 60kHz 
to mobile phones at l.SGHz and beyond, and 
you'll soon realise that a mains outlet is a 

potent source of interference. Obviously, all of 
these noise sources vary depending on how 

close you live to the generator and to your local 

substation, local population density, nearby 

SUBSTATION 

Transformers throughout the system are 
run dose to saturation - distortion occurs. 



,._n tile mains leaves the 
geaating station it's 
pretty clean. UnfortunateiJ 
every device attached to it 
draws a current wlicb 
starts to corrupt tile purity 
of the voltage waveform." 

industries and radio masts, and so on. Many of 
them vary with time of day too. 

various ways exist of dealing with all this. 
Noisy switches and thermostats are best dealt 
with at source (by a qualified electrician!) but 
that's not always possible, and in general some 
kind of filtering can be beneficial to an audio 
mains supply. Capacitors between live, neutral 
and earth, non-linear 'transient absorbers' of 
various kinds and inductors in one or more 
leads can all help remove high-frequency noise, 
and various upmarket cables also claim to help 
in a similar manner. In all probability (and 
there's not a great deal of available 

Mains cables, blocks and filters Test Feature 

experimental data on this) noise between live 
and neutral is less important than between 
either of those and ground, since shielding and 
grounding of equipment is never perfect and 
the so-called 'ground' is the most efficient way 
for interference to enter. 

MORE MESS 
There are further reasons why mains cables and 

conditioners can affect audio quality. When one 

looks closely, one finds that a mains 

transformer, plus the rectifier diodes and 
capacitors that follow it. 

m

ake a complicated 
electrical circuit which is significantly influenced 
by anything connected to either side of it. 
including the cable. A surprisingly large amount 
of interference is generated by a standard 
'linear' (ha ha- in reality it's anything but) 
power supply, not all of which is filteled out 

later, and it's not so surprising that altering the 
characteristics of a mains cable, ot adding a 

filter, can affect this, even if only subtly. 
Finally, there are claimed effects such as 

contact rectification, which allegedly produces 
interference due to imperfect conduction at 

contacts between plugs and sockets, hence such 
luxuries as rhodium-plated mains plugs. Again, 
not much hard proof around but a very large 
amount of anecdotal evidence. 

If you've read this far you may no longer be 
quite so amazed - if you weren't already a 
convert to the cause - to hear that many 
audiophiles are delighted with their expenditure 
of a hundred pounds or more on a mains cable 
or filter. Benefits may not be immediately 
obvious, but if you've got a decent system that 
you are familiar with it's probable that adding 
decent mains cables, maybe a filter, and a good 
quality distribution board will lift its sound 

noticeably. And note that many brands offer a 
money-back period if you're not convinced. Do 
you really need any more reasons to try? 

MAINS CABLES, BLOCKS AND FILTERS TEST 

You've read about why the quality of your 

electricity supply has a direct influence on the 

sound of your hi-fi. Now turn the page to see our 

verdicts on six products designed to improve mains 

quality, tested on a system containing Marantz and 

GROUND 

Systems like those used for remote 
meter reading inject high frequency 
data signals on to the mains. 

� and other switches 
OR 401nestic: appliances 
(•+ fridtes) generate clicks. 

Can introduce more 
e�l disturbances 
than tt cures. 



Test Feature Mains cables, blocks and filters £140· £385 

.£255 (08m) Cl'H' .. 'U'J e 0141 353 0509 •l� www.ecossecables.com 

ECOSSE REFERENCE BIG RED POWERCHORD 

T 
his is Ecosse's top-of-the-line 

mains cable, and although it 

stops short of some of the ultra­

fancy componentry used in the most 

costly cables, it sports an impressive bill 

of materials. For a start, 'monocrystal' 

6N copper is quite a luxury in a mains 

cable, and the IEC connector from 

Fu rutech is one of the best we've seen. 

The mains plug is an industrial type 

from MK, chosen perhaps as much for 

its fat cable handling as for its high 

electrical standard. Within the cable, 

stranded conductors of generous 

cross-section carry the current, shielded 

with a braid and aluminised Mylar. it's 

surprisingly flexible. 

With the various hi-fi devices tried, 

this cable gave a consistent 

improvement over standard flex. There 

was more clarity and detail in the bass 

and on occasion more treble detail too, 

though that was variable with 

component and with music. 

However, the gain in low frequency 

precision was quite marked and 

apparent in any programme with any 

bass to it, making this cable a 

recommendable upgrade to any 

high-quality IEC-inlet component. ® 

.£255 (2m) CCC e 0131 555 3922 :}[: www.eichmanncables.com 

EICHMANN EXPRESS POWER CABLE 

T
his cable is claimed to be "AC 

enhancing", which seems bold. 

Apparently, it provides "an 

enhanced voltage and current flow", 

although all it appears to contain to 

achieve such a thing is a substantial 

chunk of aluminium extrusion, which 

takes the part of the 'live' conductor for 

a few inches. The rest of the live, and 

the whole run of neutral and earth, is 

carried in very heavy-gauge, stranded 

conductors. And Eichmann states 

explicitly that there are no filters or 

spike protectors in the cable, so don't 

expect any magic effects on clicks . 

Whatever effects there are on AC 

voltage and current defied standard 

measurements, but judged as a regular 

upgrade cable this isn't without success. 

Similarly to the other cables in this 

group, it seems to improve the clarity of 

bass reproduction most of all, with 

subtler effects further up the scale. 

For some reason it had very I ittle 

effect on the valve preamp, but a CD 

player and a high-power transistor 

power amp both advanced a notch or 

two. However, at a rather high price it 

appears less cost-effective than the 

other cables in this group. ® 

.£295 ccc e 01635 291357 @ www.isoteksystems.com 

ISOTEK CLEANLINE MAINS DISTRIBUTION UNIT 

T 
here's an awful lot of fresh air in 

this box. lsotek does indeed 

make some very complex mains 

treatment units, but this is a fairly 

simple filter unit with half a dozen 

good quality sockets and a thought­

fully added earthing post, all housed 

in a smart case. That's nice, but 

there's no denying that you're paying 

a lot for the case compared with 

similarly specified but smaller units 

from, for example, Russ Andrews. 

Said filter features high quality 

capacitors between live, neutral and 

earth, plus spike suppressors, and 
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lsotek is keen to point out there are 

no series components, only parallel. 

Fed with a standard mains cable, 

the Cleanline had a small beneficial 

effect on the CD player and preamp, 

generally removing some grain and 

veiling from the music. Its effect on 

the power amp was less marked, nor 

did it match the best mains cables in 

improving the bass. Using it with 

lsotek's 'Elite' cable (f75) was better, 

but at a rather steep overall price. Yes, 

it does reduce clicks, but so does 

lsotek's lsoplug at a tenth of the 

price. A qualified success. ® 
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.£140 (3ft) cccc � 020 7435 1222 (![> www.psaudio.com 

PS AUDIO MINI LAB MAINS CABLE 

I 
t may be as thick as a man's thumb, 

but this is Mini next to the full Lab 

cable which, however, is cringingly 

expensive. This is nearer to the real 

world, still employing plenty of copper 

and a triple shield. it's pretty stiff and 

will challenge the mechanical integrity 

of some IEC inlets, and needs about six 

inches clearance behind equipment. 

The IEC end uses a good quality 

Marinco connector, with an MK plug 

slightly overstretched at the other end. 

Although this mains cable brought 

benefits to each of the components 

with which it was tested, its precise 

effect was not consistent. To the CD 

player it brought a small but still 

worthwhile improvement in overall 

clarity which gave a sharper focus to 

imaging, while tonally there was no 

perceptible change. With the power 

amp, however, bass was improved not 

only in detail but also, it seemed, in 

extension, with a definite feeling that 

more weight had been added. The 

preamp gained a little bass too, 

although not so obviously. Still, that it 

had benefits in each case confirms its 

recommendable status and in context 

the price looks good too. ® 

.£385 cccc � 020 7435 1222 €� www.psaudio.com 

PS AUDIO ULTIMATE OUTLET (HIGH CURRENT) 
E

ven more expensive than the lsotek 

filter and offering only two sockets, 

this smart and very ruggedly 

assembled unit contains a couple of 

capacitors and what PS Audio refers to 

as a 'balun'- otherwise known as a 

common-mode choke. 

Looking a lot like a potted toroidal 

transformer, this component is intended 

to block interference coming down the 

live and neutral lines together, while 

presenting little additional impedance 

to the mains itself. That's a perfectly 

reasonable idea, implemented in crude 

form in many hi-fi components already. 

.£245 (inc cable) CCCCC 

Carelessly, PS has swapped live and 

neutral wires inside. That swap alone can 

change things, so auditioning was carried 

out with the wires swapped back, and 

revealed that this unit is pretty effective as 

claimed. While it doesn't quite eliminate 

the most troublesome clicks it certainly 

reduces them a lot, and seems to have a 

consistent knack of removing some haze 

and smearing from the sound. Stereo 

images sharpen up and voices come into 

focus better, most noticeably with the CD 

player. Bass is very slightly improved in 

quality though little altered in quantity. 

A good upgrade for a good system. ® 

� 0800 373467 €f.• www.russandrews.com 

RUSS ANDREWS SILENCER BLOCK 

I 
t looks like a perfectly ordinary 

industrial distribution board, but 

this is actually quite a tweaky unit. 

Those six sockets (you could also have 

four or eight) are robustly made with 

nickel-plated contacts which should 

give more reliable service in the long 

term than the standard plain brass of 

commercial units. A 'Silencer' filter 

board is added which uses a 

combination of capacitors and transient 

absorbers to reduce incoming spikes 

and noise between all three wires. The 

input socket is not a standard IEC but a 

higher current version: Russ Andrews 

offers various cables to suit, the one 

here being a mid-range 'Classic 

PowerKord' (£50 on its own). 

On the whole, this seems slightly 

more successfu I than the lsotek fi Iter, 

although not as good all-round as the 

PS. As with both those units, back­

ground hash is reduced, improving 

general detail, and spike noise cut back 

considerably- there's also a slight 

improvement in bass quality. This may 

be only partly due to the cable, but at 

any rate, as a pair these items make a 

practical and effective upgrade at what 

in context is a very fair price. ® 
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Top Hi·Fi Tips FEAnJRE - Jimmy Hughes, TRIED AND TESTED- Hu-Ting Hughes 

For better or worse, for richer or poorer, most of us are stuck with our listening environment-

aka the living room. Room size, shape, and construction all influence sound quality. All rooms 

have their quirks and idiosyncrasies, their pluses and minuses. The trick is to get your system to 

work at its best in your particular room. To do this it must work in harmony with its surroundings ... 

01 
Experiment with 
alternative positions 
0 Conventional wisdom says you place 

stereo speakers two or three metres apart, 

with the listener sat two or three metres 

back in·between. This works well, but it's 

not the only way. A more homogeneous 

sound may be obtained by not sitting 

directly in the line of fire. Placing speakers 

up high can give interesting results too. 

Ideally, the surfaces either side of the 

speakers should not be reflective or 

damped, but diffuse. This means 

reflections are broken up but not absorbed 

(which can deaden the sound) and can be 

achieved with slightly uneven surfaces like 

bookshelves. Glass is highly reflective, so if 

you have windows on one side use curtains 

or blinds to damp reflections and calm the 

balance. This should also improve imaging. 



03 
Know your room's 
acoustic characteristics 
Does your hi-fi system sound boomy, thick, 

dull, and unexciting7 Consider replacing your 

living room carpet with a laminated wooden 

floor. If things sound too lively and bright 

afterwards, however, try adding a few rugs. 

A harsh/bright sound can be tempered 

by well-upholstered chairs and sofas, heavy 

curtains or drapes, and deep-pile carpets. 

But only up to a point- because most of 

us sit fairly close to directional 

loudspeakers, such things have a limited 

effect on tonal balance and if you overdo it 

you could up with a lifeless sound. 

Top Hi·Fi Tips 

02 
Isolate your speakers 
OSmeared and boomy bass frequencies often occur 

when hi-fi is used in a room with suspended wooden 

flooring. Speaker vibration transmits to the floor 

which resonates in sympathy, causing muddy bass 

that lacks clarity and definition. 

By sitting your speakers on isolation supports, such 

as Townshend's Seismic Sinks, you can make sure this 

harmful energy is not channelled into the floor. Even 

if you've got solid concrete flooring, isolation 

platforms under your speakers is still highly benefiml, 

creating a cleaner, more relaxed and natural 

presentation. 

04 
Clean up the mains quality 
0 All kinds of system problems seem to 

disappear when the mains supply is clean. 

it's worth investing in specialist mains 

cables and purification devices such as 

those made by Russ Andrews. For the 

ultimate in clean mains check out the range 

of PS Audio devices that completely 

reconstitutes the mains supply. 

05 
Tidy up! 
0 Don't ask why, but music sounds better 

when the listening room is clean and tidy. 

Maybe it's psychological, but a tidy room 

creates a sense of well-being. So put away 

the kids' toys and clear up the dirty dishes 

before you listen seriously' Hi-fi widows 

love this one ... 
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09 
Use different approaches 
for various parts of a room 
0 Favourable sound quality often occurs 

when the area immediately around the 

speakers is kept fairly lively and undamped, 

while the listening area itself has a greater 

degree of damping. 

You'll also find that the system sounds 

surprisingly different depending on where 

you put the speakers. Try them up against 

different walls until you find the optimum 

arrangement 

10 
Check humidity 
and temperature 
0 Tonal balance is affected by 

temperature and humidity. A warm, dry, 

stuffy room tends to make the music sound 

slow, thick, and heavy. A cool room creates 

a brighter, more forward balance, with 

greater immediacy and attack. Relative 

humidity (RH) levels should be around 60 

per cent Because the speed of sound is 

affected by humidity, the higher the RH 

level, the faster it travels. 

Reduce electronic smog 
0 Try to minimise the number of extraneous 

electronic gadgets and gizmos in the room. 

Of course it's difficult in today's gadget­

infested world. But if possible, make your 

listening room smog-free; no computers, 

mobile phones, TV sets, video machines, 

cameras, camcorders, etc. AV' Internet? 

Satellite broadcasting7 A ll invented by the 

hi-fi antichrist to spoil your sound. 

Top Hi·Fi Tips 

06 
Make sure the room 
is well ventilated 
0 Concentration improves when air quality 

is clean and fresh, making you more alert 

and responsive. Cigarette smoke dulls 

sound quality, eroding subtle detail and 

fine nuances of tone colour and dynamics. 

Yet another thing the cigarette companies 

never told you ... 

07 
Take steps to minimise 
ambient noise levels 
Many listeners find their hi-fi sounds best 

around midnight or later. Cleaner mains 

supply (as people switch off their TV sets 

and go to bed) is one reason. 

Reduced levels of ambient noise is 

another. A steady hubbub of background 

noise masks fine low-level detail, and this 

sometimes makes it necessary to play the 

music at high levels in order to ensure that 

everything can be heard. 

Traffic rumble is probably the worst 

problem for the city-dweller- for those 

who live close to a busy main road the 

noise can be considerable. One solution is 

double-glazing. But if this is out of the 

question, try sealing possible noise entry 

points by using sticky tape or foam rubber. 

The quieter your room is, the better your 

hi-fi will sound. You'll be able to play music 

at reduced volume levels for what will 

subjectively sound like the same overall 

level of loudness, reducing strain on 

amplifiers and speakers, while lowering the 

risk of annoying your neighbours. 
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Statements Nairn CDX2 CD player and XPS power supply REVIEW- Paul Messenger 

One box or two? 
JOS!Ifil'll When is a two-box CD player not a two-box player? 
When it's a Nairn CDX2, operable with or without an external power supply 

T 
radition has it that a two-box CD 

player consists of a so-called 'CD 

transport' mechanism in one unit, 

used alongside a DAC, or digital-to­

analogue converter, in the other. While 

the term 'transport' (derived from tape 

mechanisms which carry the tape from 

one spool to another) is a much less 

appropriate term than 'disc drive', such 

an arrangement seems logical enough, 

one section extracting the digital data 

from the disc, then the other turning it 

into audible form. Furthermore, it's 

positively encouraged by the standard -

indeed, standardised -digital serial 

electrical and optical connection links. 

But that's not the Nairn way of doing 

things. You won't find any digital 

socketry, electrical or optical, on any of 

the company's several CD players. 

Indeed, Nairn reckons that avoiding the 

serial data interface entirely brings 

substantial sonic benefits, so even its 

single-box players are devoid of any 

digital output, and the company has 

MIX AND MATCH 

Back in 1992 Nairn launched its first CD 

player, the COs. it surprised everyone 

because it came packaged as two separate 

units, but rather than following tradition by 

separating the disc drive and the DAC, it 

put all the player bits in one box, and all 

the power supplies in the other. 

But there were precedents: Nairn's NAC52 

preamplifier had adopted a similar 

configuration several years earlier, and it 

has long been company practice to add 

extra power supplies to upgrade 

performance. The company's Prefix and 

Stageline phono stages may also be used 

with various 'levels' of power supply, and 

great care goes into ensuring proper 

'retro-compatibi I ity'. 

The owner of an original COX or CDS2 

can also therefore achieve a substantial 

performance improvement by adding (in 

the COX's case) or replacing (for a CDS2) 

an existing power supply unit with the 

latest XPS supply. 

At some later date, when funds permit, 

the COX itself may be replaced by a CDX2, 

or the CDS2 by a CDS3. 
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never attempted to make a DAC 

That's the background to this brand 

new CDX2 CD player, which is available 

as a stand alone unit but may also be 

used alongside an additional XPS power 

supply. Given the substantial price 

differential, operating in two-box mode 

can be expected to produce a similarly 

substantial upgrade in sound quality. 

Both units are part of Nairn's new 

Classic range, which means you get the 

company's latest 'triptych' fascia styling, 

along with exceptionally sturdy and hefty 

all-alloy (non-magnetic) build. This isn't 

Nairn's top-of-the-line 'flagship' CD 

player: that distinction is reserved for a 

top-loading CDS3 with much more 

elaborate spring-decoupling techniques 

that will become available later in 2003, 

probably priced between £4,500 and 

£5,000. But this CDX2/XPS combo will 

probably get quite close to this 

impending flagship, since an XPS power 

supply is a common ingredient in the 

CDS2 and '3 packages too. 

There's nothing flash about either unit 

- that isn't the Nairn way-but there's 

plenty of evidence of serious and solid 

engineering practice. The CDX2 places a 

strong emphasis on maintaining the 

stability and integrity of the radio 

frequency signals read off the disc by the 

laser. Under the skin it features improved 

internal shielding, and shortened, 

simplified signal paths, with a number of 

separately regulated power supplies. 

The whole disc-drive mechanism-now 

using a Philips VAM1250, which permits 

CD-R/RW disc replay-is fitted into a 

non-resonant tray that offers a measure 

of controlled mechanical decoupling 

from vibration by being hinged at one 

point To play discs, this front-loading 

drawer is simply swung out manually, the 

disc placed in position and then held 

firmly by a lightweight magnetic puck. 

The new player supports HDCD and 

offers greater operational flexibility too, 

supplying a pair of ph ono socket outputs 

as a configurable alternative to Nairn's 

traditional five-pin DIN socket (and 

supplied lead), plus RC5 and RS232 

VERDICT 

NaimCDX2 
CD player 

£2,650 
NaimXPS 

power supply 
£2,300 

0 Brilliant advance in 

CD replay performance 

-thanks largely to the 

new XPS power supply. 

0 Like most Nairn kit, 

high quality doesn't 

come cheap, and you 

don't get many frills 

either. 

® CONClUSION 

Nairn's new two-box 

CD player marks a 

substantial 

improvement in CD 

replay performance, 

along with useful 

upgrade potentiaL 

KEY FEATURES 

0 CDX2 can operate 

as standalone CD 

player, or be upgraded 

with XPS power supply 

0 Sturdy all-alloy 

(non-magnetic) 

casework 

0 CD-RWand HDCD 

compatible 

0 Five-pin DIN and 

standard RCA phono 

analogue outputs 

0 RCS and RS232 

control sockets aid 

integration in 

multi room packages 

control sockets to aid integration in 

multi room packages. A relatively simple 

display provides basic timing information 

plus function telltales (such as pause and 

repeat), while just four buttons cover 

play, pause and skip. 

A low-cost handset is supplied, a nicely 

shaped and lightweight device that's 

easy enough to hold and use. However, 

because it operates preamplifiers and 

tuners as well as CD players, the layout is 

rather overburdened by some 34 buttons. 

PERFORMANCE 
For the past four years, a Nairn CDS2 has 

provided consistent, top quality CD 

replay in the system used for most of 

HFCs loudspeaker reviews. Only recently 

has it seemed to be starting to show its 

age, when a much simpler and less costly 

Rega Jupiter ran it surprisingly close. 

After leaving the CDX2/XPS combo 

running in for a few days to get well 

warmed up and burned in, Lambchop's 

live Pet Sounds Sucks was inserted, and 



''There�s 
nothing flash 
about either 
unit- that isn�t 
the Naim way­
but there�s 
plenty of 
evidence of 

. 

ser1ous 
engineering 
practice.�� 
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Custom Sight & Sound 
C o n s ultat i o n s  

Demonstr ations 

In s tallatio n s  

MUSIC PLAYBACK SYSTEMS 

Red Rose 'Spirit' playback system, Audio Analogue 

'Paganini' Cd player, cables and speaker stands. 

A compact and enjoyable system that offers real 

high end musical performance at a realistic price. 

Complete system from under £3000. 

ATC's latest 'Active 20' loudspeaker directly driven 

by Wadia's superb 'W 301' CD player. 

Ultimate minimalism, ultimate performance. 

Complete system from under £6500. 

'Active 10' system from under £5000. 

Need other inputs? Add ATC's latest 'CA2' full 

function pre-amp, great value from only £800. 

Drive Gryphon's 'Callisto' 2100 or 2200 integrated 

amplifiers with their stylish 'Adagio' CD player 

for a genuine high end system with a build quality 

that is second to none. 

Try it with the latest Red Rose 'Rosebud 2' compact 

monitors or the more expansive Red Rose 'Classic' 

floorstanders for an outstandingly musical system. 

Complete systems from under £12000. 

INTERESTING COMPONENTS. 

INNOVATIV E COMBINATIONS. 

SUPERBLY MUSICAL RESULTS. 

Of course you can simply buy the same old mish 

mash of components as everyone else. 

Dare to be different, choose a system that actually 

Plays Music! 

Agencies Include 

Aragon 

ATC 

Audio Analogue 

Audioprism 

Crestron 

Future Glass 

Gryphon 

HNE 

Isotek 

Linn Home Theatre 

Lutron 

Red Rose Music 

Revox 

Runco 

Sony SACD 

Wadia 



Nairn CDX2 CD player and XPS power supply Statements 

.. 

D/ A conversion is 

undertaken by twin 

Burr-Brown 24-bit 

DACs. 

Each of two printed circuit 

boards are decoupled from 

the chassis to reduce 

micro phony. 

A large toroidal 

transformer sits next to 

the transport mechanism. 

The Philips VAM1250 mechanism is 

mounted on a front-loading drawer 

that's swung out manually. Hinged 

at one point, the drawer offers a 

measure of controlled mechanical 

decoupling from vibration. 

�·rhe sound has greater dynamic range with a much 
lower �mush' floor, and is altogether less congested." 

the two-boxer was finally given a chance 

to strut its stuff, feeding Nairn 

NAC552/NAP500 amplification and a 

pa1r of JBL K2 59800 speakers. 

And what stuffl Some improvement 

over the CD 52 had been expected, but 

nothing like the major step forward that 

was immediately obvious. The coherent 

musical drive and flow that has always 

been a feature of Nairn CD players is still 

well in evidence, keeping the whole 

musical ensemble working and moving 

properly together. Only now the 

individual instruments are better 

separated and defined, and the space 

around them is larger, and more 

believably contextuaL The sound has 

greater dynamic range with a much 

lower 'mush' floor, and is altogether less 

congested. 

Moving on to playing the CDX2 

without its external supply, much of the 

sparkle and separation enjoyed with the 

two-box combo went away. While 

satisfactory as far as it went, the sound 

now had much more of a 'musical soup' 

effect, holding everything together very 

well, but lacking the brilliant dynamic 

range, separation and dynamic precision 

of the two-boxer. 

While the CDX2 does a perfectly good 

job of replaying CDs, and is thoroughly 

well mannered and coherent, there's no 

escaping the fact that it represents a 

slight disappointment when you come to 

it after either of the two-boxers. In 

hierarchy terms, the CDX2 alone sits as 

far below the older CDS2 as that two­

boxer sits below the CDX2/XPS. 

Out of interest, I also tried using the 

earlier CDS2 player unit alongside the 

new XPS power supply. This proved to be 

the best of the lot so far, with a natural 

and relaxed musicality that was probably 

best described as 'vinyl-like', when 

spinning the familiar Grateful Dead 

Reckoning CD, and which was obviously 

more delicate and relaxed than the 

CDX2/XPS combo. This has two 

implications: first that the power supplies 

have rather more influence over the 

sound than the disc-drive and DAC; and 

secondly, the CDS3 looks likely to be 

something very exciting indeed. 

Traditionally, Nairn components work 

best in Nairn systems, and while the 

CDS2 went a long way towards breaking 

through to the high-end mainstream, 

these new components- especially the 

XPS power supply- will take that process 

a long way further down the road. 

Assessing value for money for such costly 

components is difficult, though the 

bottom line is that this combo is capable 

of truly outstanding results, and the new 

XPS power supply seems capable of 

taking CD replay to new heights. ® 

�Nairn Audio 01722 332266 

(if.: www.naim-audio.com 

ALSO CONSIDER 

AUDIONET ART V2 £2,300 

Built to last forever, this CD player has a dark 
but natural sound with excellent bass. 

MARK LEVINSON N0390S £6,495 

Superbly built and comprehensively equipped, 
this player has a sound with genuinely high 
detail resolution. 

WADIA 301 £3,650 

An insightful player which incorporates digital 
preamp functions, including volume, for direct 
power amp drive. 
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Statements Lino Klimax Kontrol stereo preamplifier REVIEW- )a son Kennedy 

Klimactic foreplay 
Linn has finally delivered a preamplifier to match its flagship Klimax power amps 

T 
he Klimax range is komplete. With 

the launch of the Kontrol stereo 

preamplifier Linn has delivered the 

final part of its most ambitious system to 

date. Combined with Sondek LP12 and 

CD12 sources, Klimax Twin or Solo power 

amps and the Komri semi-act1ve 

loudspeakers, the Kontrol rounds off the 

best system that Scotland's finest hi-fi 

brand can produce- and, naturally, it's 

its most expensive one. 

At six grand, the preamp is one of the 

most affordable elements of this system. 

The speakers will set you back significantly 

more, and the CD12 disc player comes in 

at twice the price, so by Linn's high 

standards it's far from outrageous. The 

quality of casework alone is almost 

enough to justify the tag: it's simply 

stunnmg. Attention to detail is 

extraordinary, the machined aluminium 

sections looking more like elegant 

aerospace engineering than domestic hi-fi. 

Yet it's not all about looks; mechanical 

integrity is more important in audio than 

many appreciate. Any form of resonance 

equals distortion, and a solid clamshell 

like this is about as far as you can go to 

eliminate it without resorting to air 

suspension systems and the like. 

it's a tremendously slim container too, 

measuring only 4cm plus 2cm of foot 

height, with the feet set back, giving an 

TECHNOLOGY 

If you're wondering how Linn can make a 

state-of-the-art preamp that's only 4cm 

thick, the explanation lies in its switch 

mode power supply. Preamps normally need 

mains transformers that are more than 4cm 

alone. Linn's 4G or so-called 'Brilliant' 

supply uses a tiny transformer that's only 

4cm in diameter, yet due to its switching 

nature can deliver more than enough 

current in an extremely responsive fashion. 

Switching power supplies are usually 

found in situations where their high 

efficiency and compact nature are a bonus, 

but Linn has refined the technology to the 

point where it believes that switching 

supplies not only equal the conventional 

direct variety but actually outperform them. 

60 HI-FI CHOICE www.hifichoice.co.uk february 2003 

VERDIG 

Linn Klimax 
Kontrol 

preamplifier 
£6,000 

0 Inky black 

background gives the 

music more room to 
express itself in all its 

emotional and 

technical glory. 

0 At the end of the 

day, a regular old 

volume knob is 

preferable to buttons, 

and accessing the 

socketry is a beeeaatch. 

® CONCLUSION 

A beautifully executed 

example of sleek audio 

art, the Kontrol sounds 
as klean as it looks, and 
is a lot more transparent 

than most 

KEY FEATURES 

0 Precision machined 

casework 

0 Three single-ended 

RCA phono inputs, l 

balanced XLR 

0 S ingle-ended RCA 
phono output, 

balanced XLR 
���-

0 Gain range: -95dB 
to +9 .5dB in O.SdB 

steps 

0 Dimensions 

WxHxD: 35x6x35.5cm 

0 Weight
_
: 9

--'
kg

'----� 
0 Control socketry: 

RS232 in/outputs, 

RCS in/outputs, Knekt 
in/outputs 

0 Variable input gain 

impression that the unit is floating. The 

front-to-back depth is misleading because 

there is a considerable overhang where 

the top shell extends over the socketry. 

Presumably this is done to keep things 

tidy and not merely to make reviewers' 

lives more difficult- the overhang makes 

getting cables in and out of the Kontrol a 

bit of a fiddle, to put it mildly. 

Despite its discreet appearance, the 

Kontrol is a fully-fledged stereo preamp 

w1th both balanced and single-ended in 

and outputs, socketry to integrate with 

Linn's Knekt multi-room system and 

RS23 2 ports for operation via touch 

screen or computer interfaces. lt appears 

to have it all, unless you have more than 

three single-ended sources or more than 

one balanced one. 

The Kontrol's basic front panel controls 

are bolstered by a substantial remote 

control that looks a little out of place 

next to the preamp. it's nicely made and 

appealingly tactile, but as it will run all 

manner of kit, both Linn and third party, 

there are numerous buttons and the 

thing looks a like a paddle for the as yet 

unlaunched Lmn Kanoe. 

Still, it helps you assign names to 

inputs and adjust the gain of each, as 

well as enabling access to a wide 

selection of variables such as start up 

volume and source. You can also access 

max volume and even something called 

key rate, which changes the speed at 

which functions activate when you press 

the+ or - volume buttons. They appear 

to have thought of everything. 

PERFORMANCE 

Reviewers have on occasion been known 

to use the bizarre phrase 'inky black' to 

describe the lack of background noise 

from an audio component, and this is the 

sort of machine that encourages it Let's 

just say it's absurdly quiet Now, not 

many preamps produce audible noise, so 

to clarify that statement, it basically 

comes down to dynamic range- the gap 

between the lowest and highest signal 



levels that the system will produce. By 

reducing a component's noise floor you 

extend the lower limit and thus increase 

the overall range, and the perceived 

effect is a quieter background. it's a rare 

and beautiful thing, but once heard it's 

not easily forgotten. 

lt forms a kind of blank canvas on 

which the preamp describes both the 

finest and most obvious elements of 

music. And it does this with finesse, 

precision and a total absence of 

distortion -1n fact, it makes lesser 

designs sound positively coarse, such is 

the purity of the signal delivered to the 

power amp(s). 

On this occasion, the amps are 

integrated into a pair of ATC SCMSOA 

active loudspeakers, with the Kontrol 

driving a longish pair of balanced leads. 

The combination works a treat, the ATCs 

translating the high-resolution output of 

the Kontrol into one of the finest 

incarnations of music that we've had the 

pleasure to hear. 

Its strengths cover all aspects from 

imaging to dynamics, and from timing to 

transparency. But it's that last area in 

which it stands proud. Play familiar­

very familiar-material, and you'll hear 

the finest details fully resolved while the 

fundamentals take on a life and solidity 

that brings a broad grin to the reviewer's 

weary visage (it's a hard life I) 

Instrumental tone is also well served, 

to a degree one rarely gets with solid 

state preamps. Saxophones, double bass, 

electnc guitar: you name it, the Kontrol 

will extract more character than most. lt 

reproduces the good bits -scale, 

dynamics, great acoustics- and the bad 

bits-compression, limited bandwidth 

and poor recording in general -not 

forgetting less than delightful 

characteristics in the source. But if you 

want a wide-open window, you have to 

expect everything to come in. And 

fortunately most of it's good, solid music. 

Like Lambchop, Stone Temple Pilots 

(remember theml), Bugge Wesseltoft, 

The Kontrol' s 

beautifully sleek, 

4mm high casing 

doesn't prevent an 

impressive 

complement of 

connection options 

round the back. 

Him, Frank Zappa and Coldcut. I played 

them all and more, and only my deadline 

made me stop. 

Linn's kompletion of the Klimax range 

is possibly its pinnacle -the Kontrol is an 

extremely fine piece of audio engineering 

wrapped up in one of the most elegant 

boxes in the business. All that and it 

sounds fantastic too. lt doesn't get much 

better than this. ® 

� Linn Products 0141 307 7777 

(<f.• www.linn.co.uk 

ALSO CONSIDER 

CHAPTER AUDIO PREFACE £4,300 
Another deathly quiet background design with 
similar sonic aspirations, albeit not quite such 
elegant casework 

NAIM NAC552 £11,750 
Top dog from Linn's one-time ally delivers 
magnificent sound with flexibility and 
convenience. 

NAGRA Pl·l £4,395 
Jewel-like valve preamp from Switzerland with 
overkill engineering on an almost miniature 
scale with exquisite sound. 
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��Just place a hand 
anywhere on the 
speaker and spin 

something loud and 
heavy- the lack of 

any significant 
vibration is 

obvious." 



REVIEW- Paul Messenger Dynaudio Confidence C21oudspeaker Statements 

' �;( 8 !If) l1l ' 

Confidence brick 
Dynaudio's new upmarket Confidence C2 combines contemporary styling with radical thinking 

T
he Confidence C2's striking styling 

will stop you in your tracks. Love it 

or loathe it, it's a style statement, 

although one to sit much more happily 

amid contemporary minimalism than the 

more cluttered and traditional decor that 

surrounded the pair during this review. 

Unusual it might be, but the 

appearance of this C2 has its own form­

follows-function logic, which has 

interesting implications. Dynaudio has 

always been an upmarket brand, and 

Confidence is one of its more upmarket 

ranges, just one notch down from the 

Evidence 'flagships'. This C2 is the least 

costly of three Confidence models, yet 

still costs a considerable £5,500 the pair, 

which might seem a lot in view of the 

modest driver array, but is at least partly 

justified by the elaborate, beautifully 

built and hefty 40kg cabinetwork. 

Few, if any, of comparable performance 

can match the C2's fashionable super­

slim front view, though few are as deep 

or stand more than a metre and a half 

tall either. In fact it all makes sense, 

creating a speaker that's visually discreet, 

yet still provides a decent enclosure 

volume to load the bass drive units. 

LAB MEASUREMENTS 

The Confidence C2 just about reaches its 

specified sensitivity of 88dB for 2.83V, 

although the impedance dips down to 

around four ohms through the upper bass, 

and at the port-tuned frequency, close to 

the 30Hz mark. 

Because the port is tuned to such a low 

frequency, there's plenty of deep bass 

output, but that may also help explain why 

the upper bass is decidedly lean. On our far­

field in-room response traces, deep bass 

holds up well, registering -3dB at 20Hz. 

Above that point, output averaged+ 3dB 

from 25-55Hz ref the mid band datum, 

while 55-200Hz averaged -2dB. Such a 

substantial 5dB transition between 

adjacent parts of the spectrum is bound to 

have significant subjective consequences. 

Above 200Hz it all looks impressively 

smooth and very well ordered, with output 

falling very gently above 700Hz. The 

crossover transition is very well handled, 

with just slight rippling, while the treble 

shows a mild, broad peak 6-9kHz. 

VERDIG 

Dynaudio 
Confidence C2 

loudspeaker 
£5,500 (per pair) 

0 Very clear and 

coherent performer 

with wide dynamic 

range and precise 

imaging. Strikingly 

contemporary styling. 

0 Balance is a little 

too 'cool' and lacking 

in upper bass drive 

and punch. Looks 

you'll love or loath. 

@ CONCLUSION 

Clear and coherent 

with wide dynamic 

range and precise 

imaging, though a 

little 'coo� overall. and 

lacking in punch. 

KEY FEATURES 

0 Elaborate, 

beautifully built 

and hefty 40kg 

cabinetwork 

0 Fashionably super­

slim front view 

0 Innovative design 

separates the roles 

of the baffie and 

the enclosure 

0 Twinned drive units 

help reduce vertical 

room refiections 

0 Cunningly shaped 

matt black baffie is 

40mm thick HDF 

(high density 

fibreboard) 

0 Speaker is built on 

a massive plinth, 

ensuring fine 

stability 

The key break with tradition comes in 

Dynaudio's decision to separate the roles 

-and the physical reality- of the baffle 

and the enclosure. 'Baffle' is hi-fi jargon 

for the panel on which the drive units are 

mounted, and in the majority of cases it 

forms the front panel of the enclosure. 

That makes good sense, acoustically at 

least, as both baffle and enclosure have 

the joint responsibility of keeping the 

front of the driver away from its rear. 

However, Dynaudio would seem to be 

implying that combining the 

baffle with the front 

panel of the enclosure 

is not ideal from a 

mechanical viewpoint. 

Instead we have a 

ningly shaped from 

40mm thick HDF 

(high density fibre­

board). This in turn 

is fixed to the enclo­

sure proper via a 

thinner 'gasket' of a 

different grade board 

to provide damping, 

while shaped fillets of 

smoked glass reinforce 

the enclosure sides just 

behind the two main 

drivers. Separated by a 

50mm spacer, which 

presumably houses the 

crossover network, the 

enclosure proper appears to 

'float' 50mm above a very sub­

stantial matt black plinth, ensur­

ing fine stability. 

A single terminal pair confirms 

Dynaudio's rejection of bi-wiring, 

and the network has gentle 

6dB/octave slopes. 

The driver arrangements look sim­

ple but are rather unusual, with 

twin 170mm bass/mid drivers 

mounted above and below twin 

28mm tweeters, in an array 

which is slightly asymmetric 

about its horizontal axis. 

Reminiscent of the original THX­

spec home cinema speakers in the early 

1990s, doubling the drivers in such a 

way effectively creates something 

closer to a line-source rather than a 

point-source speaker. This in turn means 

that its output will tend to be cylindrical 

rather than spherical, so the sound will 

tend to spread out horizontally, with a 

smaller vertical component than with 

single 'point-source' drivers. 

As a result, the speaker should have a 

greater ratio of direct to reflected sound 
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59 "Great sense of timing and gorgeous bass" Jan 02 
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5pendor 56 

SB "Stunning loudspeakers that deliver everything that their price demands" 

56 "Excellent all-rounders that demand an audition" Jut 02 

Available now at your Spend or Dealer 

For full information contact: 
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Station Road Industrial Estate 
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Dynaudio Confidence C21oudspeaker Statements 

BAFFLE 

40mm thick HDF 

baffle is fixed to 

23.8cm 

------l the main enclosure 

28mm soft fabric dome 

mounted on one billet 

of 6mm aluminium. 

than more conventional designs, and in 

particular reduce the proportion of sound 

reflected off the ceiling and floor, which 

should improve imaging, especially in 

larger rooms. The downside may be some 

phasey interference between the two 

tweeters, depending on the spacing and 

(unspecified) crossover arrangements. 

All the drivers are made by Dynaudio, 

and are familiar in their distinctive ways. 

The main drivers have cast frames and 

llSmm plastic cone/dome diaphragms 

driven from a large (75mm) voice coil. 

The tweeters are the latest version of 

Dynaudio's 28mm soft fabric dome, 

with short horn loading and ferrofluid 

damping, both mounted on a smgle 

billet of 6mm aluminium. 

via a thinner 

'gasket' of a 

different grade 

board to provide 

damping. 

DRIVE UNIT LAYOUT 

Resembles that used 

by the original THX 

home dnema 

speakers: it is closer 

to a line-source than 

a point-source, to 

reduce floor and 

ceiling reflections. 

MAIN DRIVERS 

Cast frames, 115mm 

plastic conefdome 

diaphragms, plus 

75mm voice coils. 

PERFORMANCE 

-

Dynaudio opts for a 

single terminal pair 

instead of bi-wiring. 

First impressions- always important­

were of an exceptionally clean sound, 

precisely focused with a notably wide 

dynamic range and a very attractive (and 

unusual) freedom from any 'chesty' or 

'thickening' effects. 

Second impressions -which are equally 

vital- were of a slightly cold and clinical 

balance, which correlates closely with the 

measured in-room responses. This serves 

to highlight midband detail, but it also 

leaves the sound rather lacking in 

warmth, richness and bass 'punch'. 

One contributing factor is certainly that 

cabinet coloration is exceptionally low 

here. Just place a hand against the box 

(anywhere on the box) and spin 

something very loud and heavy- the 

lack of any significant vibration from the 

enclosure is very obvious. 

Experimenting with positioning 

suggested that the C2 shou Id be kept 

well clear of walls, as this tended to 

make the lack of warmth a little less 

severe, although it always remained an 

essential part of this speaker's character 

in our largish listening room. 

Another essential ingredient in the 

total performance is the fact that the 

drive units are placed quite high off the 

ground, the mid-point between the two 

main drivers being slightly above normal 

seated ear height This places the image 

up higher than most, giving an enhanced 

impression of scale, and probably also 

contributing towards the freedom from 

heaviness and thickening. 

And while there may be some lack of 

mid and upper bass, low bass is most 

definitely on the agenda here, adding 

due weight and gravitas as and when the 

programme demands. Yet it never draws 

unwanted attention to itself when not 

needed, so the net result is clean, clear 

and full of authority. The twin-driver 

arrangement seems to work as promised. 

lmaging is notably precise and always 

well focused, and there was no evidence 

of any high frequency 'phasiness', 

whatever theory might predict 

There's no gainsaying the fundamental 

lack of sonic 'warmth' here -a feature 

which the C2 shares with a number of 

upmarket designs Choice has reviewed 

recently, including B&W's Nautilus 800, 

Neat's Ultimatum MF9, and Wilson 

Benesch's Chimera. The radical styling 

will probably be as controversial as it is 

creative, but the great strength of this 

speaker lies in the way it combines the 

clarity and coherence of an essentially 

simple design, with the sort of solid 

unflappability that is the hallmark of 

thorough and high-class engineering. ® 

1:: 01732 451938 

((!) www.dynaudio.com 

ALSO CONSIDER 

TANNOY DIMENSION TDlO £5,000 
Good value Art Deco contender's ten-inch 
dual-concentric driver plus super-tweeter 
delivers a rhythmic and very detailed sound. 

WILSON BENESCH DISCOVERY £5,500 
Ultra-compact three-way with an innovative 
enclosure and drivers combines great subtlety 
with weight and headroom. 

LIVING VOICE AVATAR OBX-R £4,000 

External crossover adds refinement to a 
dynamic and high-resolution design, with a 
relaxed balance. 

B&W NAUTILUS 803 £3,500 
Essentially neutral if a touch laid-back, with 
good dynamic range and fine, driving bass. 
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This chunky 
stereo amp 
doesn't sully its 
well-built casing 
with anything as 
mundane as a 
volume control 
knob. That's all 
taken care of 
through a 
flexible and 
comprehensive 
electronic 
switching 
system. 



REVIEW- Richard Black Balanced Audio Technology YK · 300x stereo amplifier Statements 

BAT swings 
A new arrival from a young high-end brand gives great bass, but does that justify its price tag? 

F
rom a range which mixes valve and 

solid-state designs with unusually 

cheerful abandon comes this chunky 

beast of an integrated amp. As reviewed 

here it is an all-solid-state design, but BAT 

also offers a valve input stage as an 

option - no, two valve input stages with 

different valves and at different prices. 

Add also the options of remote control 

and phono input and you have a range of 

VK-300x models up to £5,350. 

The guts remain unchanged, however, 

and it's got plenty of them in the shape 

of 150 watt-rated output into eight ohms 

(300 watts into four ohms for those 

ohmically challenged speakers). That's 

delivered from three pairs of high quality 

Toshiba output transistors per channel, 

backed up by a large toroidal transformer 

and plenty of power supply capacitance. 

BAT clearly regards circuit simplicity as 

tmportant, and disregarding the copious 

quantities of housekeeping and protec­

tion circuitry in the VK-300's case, this is 

indeed quite a straightforward circuit. 

User convenience has been exception­

ally well attended to. You'll notice the 

absence of a volume knob: control is 

achieved by electronic switching. This has 

its pros and cons, but really scores in the 

flexibility it can add. Describing the 

possibilities of volume control and 

programming takes up several pages of 

the well-written manual, but just about 

every combination of power-up state, 

default volume levels and balance can be 

preset. Phase can be switched, mono 

BALANCED AUDIO WHO? 

One of the younger names in the US high­

end scene, BAT was founded in 1994. In the 

true spirit of post-Iron Curtain friendship, one 

of the founders was American, one Russian: 

maybe it's no coincidence then that the 

company's first amplifier, the VK60 power 

amp, uses the famous Russian 6C33 valve' 

The range now runs to a variety of 

amplifiers plus a rather impressive CD player, 

many of the products using unusual circuit 

configurations including mixes of valves and 

transistors, priced at what one might call the 

'sane high end'. 'Balanced' refers not only to 

balanced connections but also, the company 

assures us, to design choices generally. A 

relative newcomer to Britain, BAT has already 

made quite an impact in the States. 

PERFORMANCE 
Expectations of an amp at this price are 

naturally high, and the VK-300 gets off 

to a good start in meeting them with a 

strong, bold, forthright sound which 

immediately grabs the attention and 

proclaims its intentions as a no-nonsense 

customer There's plenty of bass, well­

defined midrange and no shortage of 

treble extension, and the whole is very 

well controlled - controlled in the sense 

of never being allowed to get out of 

hand, rather than in any way subdued. 

All the same, some doubts can creep in 

after a few minutes' listening. One of 

these concerns the electronic volume 

control, which introduces little clicks as it 

operates, even when no music is playing. 

VERDIG 

Balanced Audio 
Technology 

VK-300x stereo 
amplifier 

£3,550 
0 Terrific authority 

and control at lower 

frequencies, which 

separates and defines 

musical strands as 

befits a truly high-end 

amplifier. 

0 Treble frequently 

suffers from a brash, 

even harsh, edginess 

which mars detail and 

can irritate. 

®CONCLUSION 
A frustrating mix of 

admirable qualities 

and annoying 

drawbacks that's too 

limited in its musical 

tastes for all-round 

recommendation. 

KEY FEATURES 
0 lSOW into 8 ohms 

0 Sline inputs inc 2 

balanced 

0 Ph ono input optional 

0 Preamp output 
(balanced) 

0 Remote control 
optional 

0 Weight 23kg 

liliThe whole is very well controlled- controlled 
in the sense of never being allowed to get out 
of hand, rather than in any way subdued.�� 
operation selected, and inputs (listed on 

the metalwork only by number) assigned 

names- in Russian, if you like. Nice. 

There are five inputs in all, of which 

two are balanced (XLR input sockets) and 

three conventional unbalanced RCA 

phones. Tape output is provided on 

phonos and preamp output on XLRs. 

Single pairs of 4mm terminals/binding 

posts carry the output. Construction 

overall is extremely good. 

it's a small point, but one BAT might 

usefully attend to. More seriously, there's 

some brashness in the treble which can 

reduce detail and, with already bright 

recordings, become irritating over time. 

In some circumstances this can help 

revive the vigour of tired-sounding discs, 

but more often it's a drawback. 

Listening to familiar COs and LPs high­

lighted the contrasting characteristics of 

the VK-300. Ambrosio (an opera by 

Mexican composer Guzman) really didn't 

benefit from that brashness, although tts 

excellent bass detail was highlighted 

nicely. lt also showed up a slight lack of 

stereo image depth. On the other hand, a 

couple of 1960s live classical recordings 

seemed refreshed and played with new 

authority. On the rock front, Pink Floyd's 

The Wolf strutted its stuff with gusto, 

though lacking a little of the subtlety of 

which it is a rare exemplar More recent 

releases from Feeder and The Cannibals 

were admirably clear, the BAT amplifier 

making unusually confident progress 

through the dense undergrowth of heavy 

studio processing. 

A brief foray into the lab showed that 

the VK-300 suffers quite noticeably from 

distortion (probably classic crossover) 

with plenty of high harmonics, probably 

accounting for the brashness and 

occasional loss of depth and HF detail. 

Its high sensitivity ensures compatibility 

with any source component (although if 

you do ever need to turn the volume up 

to full throttle you will suffer noticeable 

treble loss), while residual noise is a little 

on the high side and may become 

audible with very sensitive speakers. 

There can be no denying that in many 

ways this amplifier is more than merely 

competent. All the same, for this high 

price one has a right to expect not only 

excellence in some areas but also (at 

least) freedom from obvious defects in 

others. The promise is there in the lower 

octaves, but until the shortcomings in 

the treble are sorted out this amplifier 

will remain a tantalising glimpse of the 

high end rather than the major audio 

indulgence it promises to be. ® 
S Metropolis Music 01892 539245 

€� www.balanced.com 

ALSO CONSIDER 

ATC SIA2-150 £2,375 
Maybe not the subtlest amplifier, but powerful 
and very revealing. 

CHORD CPM3300 £5,495 
Seriously aspirational integrated with effortless 
sound and gorgeous looks too. 

KRELL KVA-3001L £3,698 
Classic Krell 'take-no-prisoners' sound on a 
(relative') budget. 

MCINTOSH MA6900 £4,650 
Exceptionally flexible, great retro looks and a 
characterful sound you'll either love or hate. 
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MICHELL GYRODEC SE 
A SYMBOL OF PRECISION 

Michell Engineering Ltd, 2 Theobald St, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 4SE 
Tel: 0208 953 0771 Web:www.michell-engineering.co.uk 



HI-FI REVISITED 

RETRD 
ARCAM DELTA 1 50 NICAM TUNER 

We're sure you don't need reminding that Area m -

A&R Cambridge then - first made its name with the 

worthy, reliable but boring-as-baked-beans A60 

integrated amplifier. But while the main act may not 

have been especially exciting, there was another side to the 

Arcam operation. lt has long had a radical sideline developing -

expensively in some cases- niche products that realistically can 

have had little prospect of any real commercial payoff. 

Perhaps the most infamous (and costly) of these products was 

the ill-starred Arcam cassette deck, which made it on sale just as 

the puff was going out of the high-end cassette deck market. 

But the prototype for this kind of exercise was an earlier product, 

the Arcam Delta 150, a standalone NICAM TV tuner- a product 

category of which it was one of the first and final exponents. 

Arcam's big idea was simply to add another signal source to 

their portfolio, but this time dedicated to TV sound. When the 

Delta 150 was introduced in 1990, the elegant NICAM system 

had just been successfully launched as a means of adding stereo 

sound to monaural TV sound transmissions, without loss of 

compatibility. There was certainly some public interest in 

channelling stereo TV sound through audio systems, and indeed 

there were some relatively inexpensive, though not always very 

satisfactory, solutions from lesser-known manufacturers designed 

for this purpose. But the Delta 150 was a different kettle of fish. 

Typically, Area m took on the project the hard way, eschewing 

off-the-shelf solutions in favour of a design eo-developed with a 

TV technology solutions company called Eldon Technologies, 

staffed at the time mainly by ex-Ferguson engineers. 

Although this was the first Area m product to acknowledge the 

significance of TV sound, it was not a true precursor to the home 

cinema market. it was very much a product of its time that could 

only work in the narrow interregnum between the introduction 

of stereo broadcasts and the widespread use of VCR technology. 

VCRs were around when the Delta 150 was launched, of course, 

but they were rarely considered suitable for high quality audio. 

��The Delta 150 might have done better� 
but there was a marked reluctance by 
some of Arcam �s retailers to the idea of 
having TV sets in their showrooms." 

But ironically, it was the widespread adoption of VCRs that led 

directly to the use of Dol by Surround in the home, and the 

multichannel home cinema market that opened out later. 

Arcam's baby was not concerned only with TV sound: it was a 

full-on TV video tuner with RF video in- and outputs, and a 

composite video output on BNC and Scart sockets - S-video and 

RGB lay in the future. Stereo audio was channelled through the 

Scart, and also through two pairs of phono sockets. lt was a 

more than respectable video performer, and its sound quality 

was a lot better than the built-in NI CAM stages of TV sets, and 

most of the other standalone NI CAM implementations of the 

day. Even now it remains a credible performer, and has become 

something of a collector's item via the internet auction sites. 

The Delta 150 was put on sale at £350, a substantial sum at 

the time, and it eventually sold about 1,500 samples in the UK, 

the final batch at reduced price. lt might have done even better, 

but there was a marked reluctance by some of Arcam's retailers 

to the idea of having TV sets in their showrooms. A separate 

version was later developed with balanced audio outputs, which 

was sold in significant numbers to the BBC. Another 1,500 were 

sold through distributors in Hong Kong, where the NICAM 

system was also adopted. 

All in, Arcam may have just about managed to recoup its costs, 

but the Delta 150 certainly didn't make the company's fortune. 

it exemplifies that kind of exercise that swallows up research and 

development resources, and which the bean-counters really hate. 

But it was an authentic contribution to the market, which for its 

fans provided stunning TV sound for the very first time. ® 

Alvin Cold 
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21 - 23 February 2003 

1 Oam - Spm every day 

at the Marriott Hotel, 

Lower Castle St., Bristol 

GETIING TO THE SHOW 

By train: Temple Meads Station is a short 
distance from the Marriott and is 
accessible by bus, foot or taxi. 
By car: from the M4 take J 19 (M32 -
Bristol). Follow signs for City Centre and 
RAC signs to the Show. 

M5J18 
� GLOUCESTER 

CHELTENHAM 

M4J19 
LONDON 

SOUTH WALES 

Easy local parking in Broadmead 
and Bond Street NCPs. 

ORGANISED BY 

audio 

in association with 

COUNTDOWN TO 

THE BRISTOL SHOW 

SEE & HEAR ALL THE LATEST PRODUCTS 
UNDER ONE ROOF, INCLUDING ••• 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY: the UK launch of the new AE1 M kill loudspeaker 
B&W: Nautilus Subwoofers on demonstration 
CELESTION: Soundstyle Electronics DVD player and Home Cinema Receiver 
CYRUS: we've been promised some new CD players! 
DENON: AVR3802 home cinema receiver 
DYNAUDIO: First UK showing of the revised Contour Range and more 
KEF: the new XQ series and the brand new Reference Model 206DS dipole surround 
LOEWE: new Aventos television, using the latest Loewe technology 
MERIDIAN: 598 DVD-Audio player 
MISSION: First public showing of the M7 sub and M3 sub/sat system 
NAD: T752- their first home cinema receiver with 7.1 surround decoding 
NAIM: World Premiere of the much anticipated CDS3 CD player 
PMC: OB1 loudspeakers 
TAG McLAREN AUDIO: AV32R, AV192R and VP2048R home cinema processors 
TEAC: Legacy systems make an appearance 
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND & VISION: there in person to answer all your questions 
WILSON BENESCH: The all new A.C.T. loudspeaker 

GREAT DEALS AND SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE SHOW· PLUS YOU R 
CHA N CE TO WIN SOME SUPERB P RIZES IN THE SHOW COMPETITION 

Admission 

Adults £7.00; Students/OAPs/UB4 0s £3.50; Accompanied children under 16 free 

BRANDS ON SHOW INCLUDE: 
Acoustic Energy, Acoustic Research, Aloia, Alphason, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Apollo, ART, Arcam, Argento, 
Atacama, Audionet, Audioquest, AVID, B&W, B-Tech, Bandridge, Beyer Dynamic, Black Rhodium, Boston 
Acoustics, Bryston, Cabasse, Canton, Cable Talk, Celestion, Chapter Audio, Cherished Record Company, Chord 
Company, Chord Electronics, Classe, Clearaudio, Clearlight Audio, Creek, Cyrus, Dagetti, Denon, Diverse Vinyl, 
Dream Vision, Dynaudio, ECS, Eclipse TO, Ecosse, Eichmann, Epos, Elac, Emotive Excellence, FDM Furniture, 
Fujitsu Plasmavision, Future Glass, Gamut, Goldring, Heco, Hi-Fi News, Hi-Fi+, Hi-Fi World, In Focus, lsotek, 
lxos, Jamo, JM Lab, KEF, KM Acoustics, Leema Acoustics, Lehman, Lexicon, Living Voice, Loewe, Luxman, MJ 
Acoustics, Magnat, Marantz, Meadowlark, Meridian, Michell Engineering, Mission, Monitor Audio, Moon, 
Mordaunt Short, Myryad, NAD, Naim Audio, Neat Acoustics, Niro, Nordost, O'Heocha Designs, One for All, 
Onkyo, Optimum International, OptomafThemeScene projectors, Opus, Ortofon, OWL, Path Premier, Pioneer, 
PMC, Primare, Polk, Pro-Ac, Profigold, Project, Prowire, PSB, PURE Digital, Puresonic, QED, Quad, Quadraspire, 
Red line, Rega, REL, Revolver, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Russound, Sennheiser, Shun Mook, Sony, Son us Systems, 
Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, Sugden, T +A, Tact Audio, TAG McLaren Audio, Target, Teac, Tech + Link, 
Tivoli Audio, Topodis Storage, Totem Acoustics, Trichord Research, Trinity Audio, True Colours Industries, Tube 
Technology, Velodyne, Vibe Technology, Vienna Acoustics, Videologic, Vivadi, Vivanco, Vivante, Vogel's, 
Voodoo lsolations, VPI, Waterfall, Wharfedale, What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha 

For the very latest information on new product launches check www.bristolshow.co.uk 



CLASSIC ALBUMS 

MUSO 
TOM WAITS 

SWORDFISHTRDMBONES 

lt seems a long time ago, but Tom Waits wasn't 

always the world's favourite boho iconoclast and 

junkyard troubadour. In the seventies, he was set 

on a path that could have made him a Jackson 

Browne or a James Taylor. His bitter-sweet jazzy chronicles of LA 

lush life were arranged for piano and saxophone, sometimes 

with orchestra, and were covered by the likes of the Eagles and 

Bette M idler. The switch blade-sharp wordplay was there, the 

tunes were often eminently hummable, but there was always 

that voice, that raw liver, four-packs-a-day rasp, which tended to 

keep him away from radio playlists if not out of the bars. 

Released in 1983, Swordfishtrombones marked the point at 

which Tom Waits at last stopped striving for widespread public 

acceptance, and in the process created his most famous and 

successful work, as well as carving out a whole new direction -

not just for himself, but for music. 

The album followed a series of changes for Waits. He left his 

record label, ditched his manager, and got married. Kathleen 

Brennan has been a feature of his work ever since, as manager, 

inspiration for many of his songs and also musical collaborator. 

"My life was getting more settled," he said later. "I was staying 

out of the bars. But my work was becoming more scary." 

This was also the first of his albums in which Waits also took 

responsibility for the production. His long-time mixing desk 

partner, Bones Howe, who had supervised most of his earlier 

albums, was let go, since Waits reckoned he needed a clean 

break from the past. This time he would go it alone, or at least 

with a whole new bag of collaborators. And it wasn't just the 

personnel that changed. Waits' instrumental staples, such as 

saxophone and piano, also took a back seat, making way for a 

rag bag of percussion and effects which included marimba, metal 

aunglongs, bass drum with rice, harmonium, freedom bell, 

parade drum, bagpipes, glass harmonica and - of course -

trombones (the swordfish may be there, but you can't hear it). 

"The problem is that most instruments are square and music is 

always round," he commented shortly after the album's release. 

11/ot since Dy/an assaulted delicate folky 
sensibilities with his electric direction 
on Bringing lt All Back Home had an anist 
made such a profound about-face." 

Despite all this (meticulously sculpted) cacophony, the least 

accessible sound on the album is still Waits' voice, which growls 

and barks, hisses and wails throughout. 

Any prior nods towards easy listening were gleefully 

abandoned in his search for new sounds, new feelings. Not since 

Dylan assaulted delicate folky sensibilities with his new electric 

direction on Bringing it All Back Home had an artist made such 

a profound about-face. Influences on Waits' new sound included 

the atonal freakery of Captain Beefheart and the sonic junkyard 

inventions of American original Harry Partsch. Never quite 

popular during the thirties and forties, Partsch devised his own 

scale of 43 individual notes and composed and played on 

instruments he 'invented' using junk he found on his travels, 

giving them names like the Ptolemy and the Chromelodeon. 

However, the experiment worked because Waits played to his 

strengths. Lyrically, it's untouchable, with emotional pay-offs 

ranging from the almost unbearably poignant Soldier's Things, 

about a war hero reduced to a few dollar-apiece artefacts in a 

second-hand store, to the twisted humour of Frank's Wild Years, 

which casts Waits in his oft-repeated demented cabaret 

raconteur persona. The melodies too, although not as overt as 

previously, are still intact, particularly on the instrumentals, Just 

Another Sucker On The Vine and Rain birds. 

But Waits' new direction proved a hit with the critics, and the 

plaudits have rained down on his work ever since. The inspired 

change of direction was just the shot in the arm he needed, and 

offered a rich new creative seam which he has continued to 

mine. Though he's uncovered many gems along the way, none 

shine brighter than Swordfishtrombones. ® 

Dove 0/iver 
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B&W 
Bowers&Wilkins 
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Are you someone who is not easily satisfied? Someone who demands the very best, the 
latest or perhaps the purest? Then you are going to love seeing what Unilet have in store. 

Whether you are looking for a turntable or a state-of-the-art 

home cinema set up, or perhaps that elusive speaker cable 

that you read about in an American hi-fi magazine, you are 

likely to find it at Unilet. For years Unilet has been the place 

for the serious audiophile. 

So why not come in and see us? You'll find us 

tucked away off the High Street, opposite 

Waitrose in New Maiden, Surrey. We're 

just yards away from the BR station and 

a couple of minutes from the A3. the symbol of security 

For a copy of our latest 

price list please call: 

020 8942 9567 
or check us out on the web: 
www.unilet.net 

Unilet Sound and Vision Ltd. 
35 High Street, 
New Maiden, 
Surrey KT3 4BY 
Fax: 020 8336 0820 The Hidden Hi-Fi Store 



Arcam's DV88 Plus (review p26) might be the first 

DVD player to output progressive images with 

both NTSC and PAL systems, but what does this 

really mean for 'high fidelity' video7 In short, quite 

a bit, because progressive or progressively-scanned video avoids 

a raft of the visible distortions commonly associated with the 

interlaced scanning method of even the most modern TVs. Some 

bang-up-to-date TVs will accept a progressive video input, 

sharing much of their technology with PC monitors that are 

optimised for progressive rather than interlaced images. Plasma 

screens and projection systems based on LCD, DLP or DILA 

panels address each of their display elements (pixels) directly 

and so are purpose-designed for a progressive video signal. 

Compared with a standard interlaced TV picture, a 

progressively-scanned image reduces the visibility of a TV's line 

structure, improves the perceived resolution of vertical detail and 

diagonals (such as rooftops), reduces visible flickering and moire 

effects. A progressively-scanned image can even improve the 

efficiency of the TV, making for pictures that are over twenty per 

cent brighter. So, while there's no doubt that progressive video is 

the future, why have we waited until now to realise its benefits/ 

Information bandwidth is key. In 1983, squeezing 70 minutes 

of data onto a CD with a sample rate of 44.1 kHz and 16 bits of 

resolution was the practical limit. Now we have DVD-A. Same 

sized disc but containing up to five channels of data sampled at 

96kHz and with 24 bits of resolution. Meanwhile, the Cathode 

Ray Tube (CRD that forms the heart of every conventional TV 

was invented a century ago. And yet, decades later, as national 

broadcast systems were being developed there was still not the 

technology to implement progressive scanning which requires 

twice the bandwidth of an interlaced signal. 

A flickering picture, in its crudest form, is caused by successive 

images or frames not appearing in rapid enough succession. If 

successive frames are updated swiftly enough then our 

persistence of vision provides the illusion of an uninterrupted 

moving picture. The fad that the CRT's phosphor coating also 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 

glows for a finite period assists in this ruse. Either way, a frame 

rate of 50Hz was agreed upon in the UK because it allowed the 

signal to be synchronised with the mains frequency while also 

delivering flicker-free pictures. Unfortunately, the broadcast 

network had insufficient bandwidth to accommodate 625 lines 

per video frame every 1 /50th of a second. 

Interlaced scanning is the compromise and we live with its 

legacy to this day. Here each frame is split into two fields that 

are traced, from left to right and top to bottom, across the 

phosphor-coated surface of the CRT. The first field traces out all 

the odd-numbered lines, reaches the bottom of the screen and 

flies back to the top before tracing out all the even-numbered 

lines between. So, although the frame rate is just 1 /25th of a 

second, by updating each field at 1 /50th of a second and 

relying on the persistence of the phosphor, the subjective 

benefits of true 50Hz scanning are very nearly achieved. 

Nearly, that is, until big screen TVs and CRT projection systems 

made the line structure of the interlaced image very much more 

obvious. DVD too, with its improved resolution over VHS and 

even LaserDisc, only serves to illuminate the limitations of our 

crusty TV system. Using a progressively-scanned (or 

non-interlaced) video output provides a neat solution because 

here each of the 625 lines per video frame are updated in one 

pass every 1 /50th of a second. 

The video line structure is less obvious because the persistence 

of the phosphor is normalised across the surface of the CRT. 

With an interlaced image, the lines of the first field are fading as 

those of the second field are written. This also creates a 

comb-like distortion with quickly moving images where an object 

shifts position between fields. Because progressive video writes 

each frame intact, its resolution of fast-moving images is crisper. 

Much depends on the quality of interlaced-to-progressive 

conversion which is performed in the digital domain via a 

technique similar to the upsampling of audio data in a CD or 

DVD player. Keep reading HFCfor more on high fidelity video. 

Paul Miller 
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Pre·owned hi·fi Reader Classified 

READER CLASSIFIED 
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's premiere free 

service for second hand hi-fi. This page is a must-read if you're 

thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something 

it's definitely the place to be. it's FREE to place an advertisement­

simply submit your ad of up to twenty words, remembering to 

FOR SALE 

FREE TO COLLECTORS, back issues 

of Hi-Fi Choice from 1980 to 1995. 

Mick 02476 849270 (Coventry). 

ATC SCA2 preamp (£3,000), black 

ash ATC SCM20 TASL active 

floorstanding speakers (£4,000), 

£5,000 together or available 

separately. Marantz CD17 Kl 

Signature (£1,400) £600. Audiolab 

8000T tuner £ 1,200 if you must 

Expensive interconnects available at 

no extra cost Audition and delivery 

arranged. Genuine reason for sale. 

01531 631018 (Herefordshire) 

SON US FABER CONCERTI NO 

speakers, superb condition with 

matching stands, boxed £500. Audio 

Analogue Puccini SE silver. £250. Can 

demo. 01732 461561 (Kent). 

AUDIO LAB 8000CD £400, 8000C 

preamp £200, vdH Teatrack bi-wire 

2x5m £120, boxed with manuals. 

020 8769 9868 (London). 

KEF Q75 floorstanding speakers, as 

new, boxed. (£1.000) £650. 01823 

252604 evenings (Somerset). 

MONITOR AUDIO 852MD speakers 

with stands, offers. JVC QL-Y5F DD 

turntable. Piano gloss rosewood £275 

ono. 01708 457691 (Essex) 

CYRUS/ MISSION system original 

preamp, original power amps x2, 

Mission 752 freedom speakers_ Total 

for system £1.000. Dave 0151 283 

7039 (Liverpool). 

VDH CS122 HYBRID cable, 2x 

8 metres, £80. Also QED Qudos 

Cable, 34 Metres, £35. 

Mike 01904 708117 (York) 

MERIDIAN 508 20-bit CD player, 

immaculate condition, boxed with 

Meridian system remote and balanced 

interconnects. (£2,000) £875 ovno. 

07753 625783 after 7pm (S London)_ 

MORDAUNT-SHORT MS815 

floorstanding loudspeakers (£450). 

Black ash with cherry baffle. Boxed 

and in excellent condition. £250. 

Leigh 01248 3 53401 (North Wales). 

NAKAMICHI DR3 two-head stereo 

tape deck. Mint, bargain at £150. No 

offers. 01326 572099 (Cornwall). 

ROKSAN CASPIAN amp, (£900) 

£495, JBL4312MK2 three-way 

standmount, (£1,000) £575 both 

mint, boxed and very highly reviewed. 

07786 964335 (S London) 

ORELLE SA100RX amp. HFC Best 

Buy with mm phono and R/C £350 

Rega Planet with R/C £250 both 

boxed. Will accept £475 for both. 

020 88070160 (North London) 

MARANTZ CDGOOO OSE CD player. 

As new cond with box, instructions 

£125 01494 717850 (Bucks) 

REGA BRIO amplifier. As new 

condition. Complete with box, 

instructions and sales receipt (£298) 

£190. 01494 717850 (Bucks) 

DENON DCD 1290 CD Player £120, 

Sony FA3ES integrated amp £120, 

both boxed and in excellent condition. 

SonicLink AST 200 bi-wire speaker 

cable four-metre terminated pair £50. 

01162 238926 (Leicester)_ 

LUXMAN SQ503 amp c.1972 

sumptuous sounds, regretful sale, 

offers, demo no problem. email: 

m a rcus.nash®portac.u k_ 

CREEK OBH-11 head phone amplifier 

for sale, 1 year old. £75 or nearest 

offer. 07751 974598 or email 

a lexsmith@enterprise .net 

MARANTZ CD player CD-52 special 

edition with remote control, cassette 

deck SD-52, tuner SO-SOL, amplifier 

PM-52, all user guides, £195. Tel0191 

5814143 (Co Durham) 

VIDEOLOGIC DRX-601 E DAB tuner, 

absolutely brand new, in original 

packaging (still sealed and stapled), 

unwanted competition prize, £275+ 

include your name, phone number AND home town. If you can, 

please help us by emailing ads to: dan.george@futurenetco.uk. 

Alternatively, mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker 

Street, London, Wl U 6FP. Please note that this service is only open 

to private advertisers. 

p&p 01202 462837 atom2001 

@ntlworld.com (Bournemouth) 

LINN SON DECK LP12 PLUS K9. 

Excellent condition. Amazing sound 

from an original spec turntable, £295. 

Nairn nap 90, mint £195. Marantz 

CD 53 (Special Edition) mint (£85). 

01926 775134 (Warks) 

SPENDOR SPEAKERS S9, S3, SC3 

cherry. John 07771 773001 (Sussex). 

RA KCAG mini jack with ultra plate 

phonos O.Sm £140, JVC HA-DX3 

head phone (HFC REC) E 140 both 

little used 07812 728201 (Salterton)_ 

ARCAM FMJ 23 CD player two 

months old (£1,150) £750, Area m 

A85 Amplifier four months old 

(£750) £550, Mission 754 

floorstanding spkrs, oak, bi-wire 

(£1,400) £550. All boxed mint 

0115 960 3934 (Nottingham). 

MORDAUNT SHORT MS815, 821 

centre, 823 rears £250. Also Quad 

11 L b/e maple, new, boxed £250. 

020 7724 9945 (London) 

ARCAM ALPHA 9 CD player, 24-bit 

ring DAC, boxed, remote control and 

manual, mint condition, £550. 020 

8311 0691/07769 541327 (London). 

STANDS UNIQUE sound support 10 

(natural ash) four-shelf hi-fi stand, 

mint, £175. 01633 281436 (5 Wales). 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A 1000 amp 

BUYING TIPS 

WANTED 

B&W MATRIX 802 SERIES 3 (late 

Series 2 also considered)_ Must be in 

excellent condition. Cash waiting. 

Call Alan, 020-8422 1195. 

AMITY HPA2 headphone amplifier, 

or Musical Fidelity X-Cans V2. 01257 

273342 after 6pm. (Lanes). 

(£1,500) £625, Nairn Nait 5 amp, 

three months old £600. 0121 246 

0486 (Birmingham)_ 

SONY SACD 555ES gold, weeks old_ 

£850. 07713 258836 (Kent). 

KEF Q55 two speakers, Area m Alpha 

7 tuner, Yamaha DSPC800 processor, 

KEF Q95.2 centre. Mint, £600. Can 

separate. 01902 835297 (W Mids). 

AUDIOLAB 8000A amp, nine years 

old but still holds its own. Good 

condition, boxed, E lOO ono Mark 

07786 234855 (Norwich) or 

markwenham@yahoo.co.uk. 

ARCAM CD92 £500, Alpha 6 CD 

(new laser) £120, Alpha 5 tuner £50. 

Boxed in excellent condition. Hugh 

020 7633 9695 (London) 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AEG02 (£300) 

E 150 fantastic sound. Alpha son RS 10 

& Atacama SE24 stands (£130) £65 

mint Complete kit £200. 07976 

820637 (Surrey). 

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain_ A formerly 

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet 

than a brand-new product if the price is right 

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if some­

thing does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 

dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fit­

ness of any gear that you buy. 

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 

should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could 

be trouble- have a proper dem, and judge the seller as well as the goods I 
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PINEWOOD MUSIC 
KRELL. SONUS FABER. COPLAND 

THE ONLY KRELL 

AND SONUS FABER 

DEALER IN THE 

SOUTH-WEST 

Whether the sky's the limit or you are 

looking for the best possible sound with a 

sharp eye on your budget. Pinewood has 

always been associated with the finest and 

most respected names. 

KRELL 
We carry virtually the complete Krell range, including the 

new KAV-280P preamplifier with its natural partner, the 
aware-winning KAV-2250 stereo amplifier. We are the only 
UK dealer with a complete Krell AV system featuring the 
full Krell loudspeaker range. Words cannot describe the 
performance. Naturally we have the beautiful KPS-25sc 

CD player, which was Editor's Choice in the recent Choice 
Awards issue. 

COPLAND 
Another Choice Awards winner is the Copland CVA306 

and CVA535 multi-channel pre- and power amplifiers. 

Of course we have it - and we log it. Romance and air 
combined with cracking dynamics and detail on music, 

and a bombastic performance on action movies - and 
at a really affordable price. Experience it with our 
Sonus faber Concerto Home system (another recent 

award-winner). 

SONUS FABER 
T he Cremone Auditor: in our view, the most sublime, 
beautiful and emotionally-involving minia ture ever to 

come from our fiends in Viceriza. To see and hear it is to 

fall in love all over again. Truly exceptional - and if this 
doesn't gather a host of awards , there's no justice. 

Telephone Brian Rivas or Alison Holmes for a discussion 
and demonstration. 

THE PINEWOOD MUSIC MUSIC COMPANY 

Knights, Broadway Road, Broadway, 

llminster, Somerset TA 19 9RE 

TELEPHONE:01460 54322 

mobile: 07860 351113 

E-mail"brianriv@ mac.com 

Consultations and demonstrations 
by appointment only. Please telephone 

definitive audio 

Peddlers of fine wares, including: 

Record players: SME models 10. 20 and 30; Kuzma Stabi. Stabi Reference; 
Nottingham Analogue Interspace, Space Deck, Hyperspace and Dais; 

Michall Orbe; VPI AriesScout; Avid Volvere, Sequel and Acutus. 
Arms: Rega 300/600/900; SME Series IV and V; Kuzma Stogi; Triplanar. 

Cartridges: VanDenHul Grasshopper and Colibri; Kuzma KC Ref; EMT; 
Reson Reca and Elite; Cartridge Man Musicmaker; Benz-Micro including 

Ruby Open Air; Kondo lo J. 
Amplifiers: Border Patrol; Canary; Sugden; Art Audio; Monarchy; 

Western Electric; Icon; Tom Evans Audio Designs; SJS. 
CD Players: Wadla; Sugden; Primare; Resolution. 

Louspeakers: Living Voice; Vitavox; Lowther. 
Cables and Tables by Living Voice. 

Sale of Part Exchange and Ex-dam Items 

Dynaudio Confidence 3. Rosewood, perfect, boxed, giveaway. 
Horning Agathon- 98dB 2 way horn, mahogany 
Gamma Reference 5 speakers - gloss black - giveaway 
Mirage 890i - fine condition - give away. 
Linn Kelidh - fine condition- give away. 
Art Audio Symphony (full chrome) 300 B SE 10 w. int. 
Art Audio Vinyl1 mm phone stage. Chrome 
Art Audio VP1 line pre. Chrome 
Tube Technology MAC mm and me phone- as new 
Audio Innovations L2 line pre 
Alchemist Forsetti ADP 15A integrated amp- remote control. 
Alchemist Forsetti ADP 20A stereo power amp. 
AudioNote Sore Phone integrated. Serviced, new valves 
Cary 2A3, 8 watt stereo with Cary pre amp. New valves. 
Unison Research Feather One line pre-amp. 
Mark Levinson 334 Power amp. April '02 boxed perfect 
Red Rose Rosette 1 integrated, perfect, boxed. 
Trichord Dine phone stage and power supply. June '02 
Audio Research LS2 B line pre 
Pro Ac Tablette cherry 
Kinshaw Perception 2 box pre-amp - Give Away 
Voyd standard black- perfect- collectable joy. 
Ortofon Rohman - June '02 <1 Ohrs use 
Origin Live Silver 250 

Sale 

£2750 
£1500 
£1000 

£200 
£200 

£2250 
£1000 
£1000 

£900 
£350 
£700 
£700 
£700 
£500 
£800 

£4000 
£1000 

£450 
£1250 

£300 
£100 

£1500 
£600 
£500 

LIVING VOICE 

New 

£4800 
£3400 
£4500 

£4000 
£1550 
£2000 
£1400 

£750 
£1400 
£1400 
£1900 

£1400 
£6000 
£2000 

£650 

£1000 
£600 

-
� 

Auditorium Avatar 
Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice 

Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year 
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice 

.. 
• 

"The Avatar is a near pe1ject balance of size, bandwidth� 

ejjiciency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small 
footprint deliver a genuine 94db sen..,;itivity. and excel 
·when it comes to delivering /he scale, vibrance and colour 
of the music. lts unobtrusive quality allows it to cut 
straight to the heart q.f a performance, unlocking the music 
trapped in the recording, wltilsr its refinement makes it 
equally at horne wilh both basic and stuprisingly expensive 
amplification." 

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD 
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666 

Internet: www.deflnltlveaudlo.co.uk ema/1: shout@deflnltfveaudio.co.uk 





HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for music only 

® Despite the emergence of 

new formats and the 

resurgence of an old one 

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 

formats if you require breadth of 

choice. And despite the fact that 

other sources will play CDs, if you 

want to hear your discs at their 

best there's little substitute for a 

dedicated CD player. 

it's also the most enduring 

format on the market. Despite 

high-resolution contenders like 

SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 

has been able to undermine this 

universally popular format. 

CD players work by reading a 

stream of l s and Os off a disc 

that spins at a constantly 

changing speed (to counteract 

the increasing length of 'groove'). 

This bitstream is then digitally 

filtered before undergoing 

digital-to-analogue conversion in 

the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 

Thereafter, the signal is filtered 

again before being amplified and 

sent to the output sockets. 

The processes of reading the 

disc and converting the data are 

sometimes split between a CD 

transport and separate DAC in 

so-called two-box players. A 

popular approach with very 

high-end kit, this separates the 

electronically noisy elements from 

the sensitive analogue stages, 

but can introduce timing errors 

known as jitter, therefore one-box 

players usually offer best results 

where budget is a consideration. 

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format 

introduced by Sony and Phi lips. lt offers higher resolution than CD 

in the form of considerably greater bandwidth and improved 

dynamic range. lt also has the potential for uncompressed 

six-channel surround, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD 

discs are usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you 

won't be able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel 

capability without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also 

play DVD and even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section. 

A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 

fundamental part of any CD player and converts 

the digits read from the disc into an analogue 

music waveform which is amplified to line level. 

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 

creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 

DAC means the conversion can be done with less 

interference. 

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 
Yes, if it has a digital output- and most do. 

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 
No. All analogue cables are suitable for connecting 

a CD player to an amp. Digital specific cables with 

75ohms impedance are useful when connecting 

the player to a digital recorder or DAC. 

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between 

four and 32, but sometimes higher, and is 

designed let the DAC to work in a more linear 

fashion. Upsampling is where the data stream is 

stretched out by interpolation and is typically 

used to refer to large changes in sampling rate 

such as from 44.1 kHz to 192kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 

with a CD layer that all CD players can read. 

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER? 
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can 

play CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players. 

'\ ' Q� '� -.,. , BEST BUY 

-==- ---� 
NAD C451 i £330 
Dynamic, tonally varied and confident sound combines with class-leading detail 

resolution. Excellent value and highly entertaining. 
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Marantz CD6000 Kl Signature £500 
An affordable high-end machine, this very impressive player has it all: brawn, finesse 

and class. Not to mention the full range of features. 



Our favourite o GROUP TEST BEST BUY o GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED �EDITOR ' S CHOICE a NEW GEAR REVIEW 

CD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

\:? 
8 
8 

Audio only CD and SACD players "' 
iJ 
! STATl£ PROOUCT 

Ill 

0 Arcam CD92 

0 1 Cambridge Audio D500 SE 

0 Gyrus CD? 

0 Exposure 2010 

D Linn Genki 

0 Marantz CD6000 OSE LE 

D Marantz CD6000 Kl Sig 

0 Marantz CD-17 Mkll 

D NAD C 541i 

0 Rotel RCD-02 

0 Rotel RCD-1 070 

0 Rotel RCD-991 

0 Talk Electronics Thunder 3 

ABOVI.£1.DDO 

0 Arcam FMJ CD23T 

� Audionet ART V2 

El Classe CDP-1 o 

0 Creek CD53 

D Gyrus CD70 

� Krell KPS 25sc 

0 Marantz CD17 Mkll Kl Sig 

� Mark Levinson No390S 

El Meridian 507 

� Musical Fidelity CD-PRE24 

� Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 

El NAD S500i 

0 Naim Audio CD5 

D Primare D30.2 

� Sony SCD-XA333ES 

� Sony SCD-XA777ES 

� Wadia 301 

COMMENTS 

900 High-resolution player needs a touch of spit and polish to be completely convincing 

200 A really lively sounding player with good detail but just a hint of dryness 
-l--

800 New Gyrus player has strong all-round attributes to match its good looks 

600 Undistmguished in the final analysis, but the 201 0 nevertheless is a return to form for this famous marque 

995 Explicit, rather bright-sounding player with strong multiroom appeal 

300 Detailed, well rounded, at home in any musical context- a real bargain 

500 Impressive mid-market player is an unusually accomplished all-rounder, and is also well built 

800 Sophisticated player with a short but attractive feature set, and a new-found bounce in its step 

330 High-octane player has the occasional rough edge, but is remarkable value for money 

375 Against some strong competition in the same price area, the new Rotel generally holds up well 

495 Technrcally sound and well equipped, if a little lacking in excitement or involvement 

825 Strong midrange player with swrtchable dither levels to provide some system tweaking ability 

1,000 Clean, fast and the availability of a complete upgrade path makes this a good long-term proposition 

1 ,200 Refined FMJ selies player now boasts CD-RW and CD Text compatibility 

2,300 Built to last forever, this CD has a dark natural sound with excellent bass and would be cheap at twice the pricer 

1,599 Extravagantly detailed yet fluid sounding Canadian contender. A must -audition at the price 

1,199 Fine, assured and well-built player- balanced outputs too 

1,150 This refined and expressive addition to the top of the Gyrus range builds on the qualities of the lesser models 

24,998 One of the finest CD players available, this is also a state of the art preamplifier with Cast interface technology 

1,200 Fabulously built player adds musical rntegrity to an already impressive basic model (the CD17 Mk 11) 

6,495 Superbly built and comprehensively equipped with genuinely high-resolution sound 

1,195 Much of the refinement and subtlety of the brand's costlier equipment at an 'entry-level' price 

2,000 Substantial player incorporates upsampling and extensive analogue and digital preamplification facilities 

4,000 Limited edition stereo-only SACD/CD player that is simply the best player MF has ever made 

1,200 Beautifully built, the S500i will fit into a lot of systems with ease and produce a rich and entertaining sound 

1,150 Recommended subject to audition- a dynamic machine, yet some physical minuses - -
1,499 Superb high-resolution player gives a strong taste of musical structure and physicality 

1,200 High-end multichannel SACD player is excellent with CD, impressive in surround 

2,300 Superb multichannel player that set the benchmark for the format at its launch 

3,650 lnsightlul player with digital preamp options and good onboard volume control. Try it direct for maximum effect 
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liQHi:l'll SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in two and multichannel modes. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs. most CD players can cope with CD-Rs. 

CO TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack filled to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs 

Primare 030.2 £1,499 Wadia 301 £3,650 
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A top-class player vvth a characteristically powerful and authoritative, but also a 

subtle and engaging sound. It works best in high-grade, high-resolution systems. 

Revelatory player that gives new insight into everything it plays, can be used directly 

into a power amp to good effect and has an optional digital preamp function. 
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HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

DVDPLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

® DVD has proved a phenomenal 

success in commercial terms and has 

virtually extinguished the market for 

budget CD players- you can't really beat a 

multiformat player when it comes to 

features. Early DVD players were not 

particularly good CD spinners because of 

the enormous amount of RF interference 

produced by video circuits, but as this 

problem has been identified manufacturers 

have begun to tackle it Nowadays, most 

DVD players are competent CD players and 

a few are remarkably good- often as not 

they are the ones that play DVD-Audio 

discs as well. 

The great advantage of DVD, apart from 

being the first digital video format for 

the home, is that it offers discrete 

multi-channel sound. In the case of plain 

DVD video discs, this music is encoded in 

either the Dol by Digital or DTS format, 

both of which use 'lossy' compression to fit 

onto the disc alongside the video data. You 

can use a DVD player with your stereo 

system by connecting the stereo outputs, 

though this won't give the surround 

benefits that the format specialises in. 

DVD·AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby 

Digital tracks on dedicated DVD-A 

discs. The discs can be played on any 

DVD player, but the CD-beating 

high-fidelity sound can only be 

appreciated with a DVD-A player. While 

offering similar benefits to SACD, it has 

the advantage of on-screen display for 

information -lyrics, images and so on. To 

save you having to decide which format to 

go for, a few brands are bringing out 

universal players to cover SACD and DVD-A, 

and this would seem to be the best route if 

you want to enjoy high-resolution digital 

audio. If you're after a high-end model, look 

for one with a 'high bandwidth' digital audio 

output as well as 5.1 analogue outputs. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
Use the analogue outputs 

for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 

and the coaxial digital output 

for DTS and Dolby Digital 

movie soundtracks. 

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
The best connection is 

component video closely 

followed by RGB Scart, which 

is clearly superior to S-video 

and the basic composite 

video option. 

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 

AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 
Only if you want to hear the 

benefits of surround sound. 

DVD players can be used with 

stereo amps to great effect, but 

you won't be able to decode 

the Dolby Digital and DTS 

soundtracks on movies. 

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO? 
Not unless you have a 

progressive scan/NTSC 

compatible monitor or TV- as 

yet there is no PAL version. 

SCART 

CONNECTIONS: 

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPLITS: For 

stereo and multichannel connections, 

use these for best results with 

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD. 

DIGITAL OUTPLITS: VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 

These are a 

good-quality 

option for video, 

especially ones 

that output RGB. 
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For Dolby Digital, 

DTS and PCM 

audio bitstreams. 

green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 

results, while the black multi pin socket is 5-video, which sits 

qualitatively between the two. 



Our favourite � GROUP TEST BEST BlN 0 GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE El NEW GEAR REV1EW 

DVD PLAYERS 
AudioNideo disc players 
STATUS PRODUCT 

UPT0£1.000 

0 Arcam DiVA OV88 

0 Gyrus OVO 7 + 

El Denon DVD2800 Mkll 

0 Denon DVD-3800 

� Pioneer DV-656A 

rill Pioneer DV-757Ai 

0 Primare V25 

0 Sony OVP-NS905V 

ABOVE £1.000 

[ill Denon DVD-A 1 

[ill Marantz DV8300 

[ill Marantz DV-12S 1 

[ill Meridian DVD596 

[ill Meridian 800 

0 Pioneer DV-939A 

0 Roksan Caspian DVD 

0 Toshiba SD900E 

[ill Townshend DV-747A 

COMMEf/TS 

1 ,000 I Video p�er built with non-obsolescence in mind, but picture quality exceeds musical quality as a CD player 

1000 Typical Gyrus style- open. vivid and bouncy sound, with moderate picture quality to match 

750 Excellent Silicon Graphics processing, a wide range of features and sharp pricing make this a winner 

1 ,000 High and progressive DVD-Video player with good CD and DVD-Audio capabilities, priced below its station 

400 'Universal' SACO/DVO-AudioNideo player does everything moderately well or better, and is an excellent buy 

800 Superb second generation 'universal' player equipped with next gen FireWire digital output- cutting edge disc replay 

1 ,000 
' 

Bold pictures on screen are matched to easy, likeable sound quality and a huge range of outputs 

400 DVD-Video and SAGO is a distinctly superior package, with above average performance 

2,500 A convincing case for the DVO-A format, battleship construction combined with sonic and visual finesse 
-- -

1,400 'Universal' machine with a great sense of timing and comprehensive features 

2,500 THX Ultra-progressive DVD-A player is a classy all-rounder, and absolutely top notch in legacy CO mode 

2,485 Very classy player with DVD-A upgrade potential, one of the few that is also a superb CD player 

10,805 T he ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs 

1,200 Near state-of-the-art video and attractive, easy-on-the-ear music-making, from CD and DVD-Audio alike 

1,195 A good all-rounder- a solid and propulsive sounding DVD player which is also a surprisingly capable picture-making machine 

1,299 Top class DVD-Audio player and also a superb DVD-Video player- in this context, pricing is competitive 

2,899 Major upgrade to Pioneer machine turns it into a giant slayer of a disc player, available as an upgrade to existing owners 

JiQj!f't:lil DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes. 
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ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fined to the DVD player. 

Sony DVP-NS905V £400 Denon DVD-3800 £1,000 
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SACD- compatible DVD-Video player offers excellent audio and video performance. This DVD-Audio compatible player is excellent with music and equally sharp with video. 

Pioneer DV-757Ai £800 Marantz DV8300 £1,400 
Pioneer's latest 'universal' disc player- strong with CD, SACD, DVD-V and DVD-A alike. A superb machine compatible with virtually all formats including DVD-Audio and SACD. 

At AVID we build turntables for 
pure sound quality not pedigree. 

, Tho AV lounge ,_,0207 375 3691, Definitive Audio -0115 973 3222, Doug Brody Hlfi- 01925128009, Hazelmore Audio -01494 865829 • Kronos Hlfi..,. 02817 753606 
, loud l Cloar -0131 555 3963, M.A.X. -01562122236, Premier Audio- 01924 255045 > Progress�• Audio ... 01634 389004, Sounds Pertocllon """""01326 221372 

Combrldgeshlre,PE28 OPL, England. • Tel: 01832 710370 e Fox: 01832 710436 e Emall: lnfo@avldhill.co.uk • Web: www.avldhifl.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Five Stars for Value 

"I thought I had this 

buying hi-fi business 

sorted out. I bought all 

the hi-fi magazines and 

read them thoroughly, 

because I reckoned their 

experts knew exactly 

what they were talking 

about - at least a lot 

more than I did! lt was 

reassuring to see the 

same product names 

cropping up regularly and 

I figured the writers' 

experience and guidance 

would steer me straight 

to the system of my 

dreams. The trouble is 

I've ended up more 

confused than when 

I started". 

Does the best price always mean the best deal? 
Ask the UK's top twenty specialist hi-fi dealers. 

r.-t ne reviewer said a product I fancied 

.:.1 was absolutely brilliant but 

another said it was nothing special at all. 

How can that be? Surely one CD player is 

pretty much the same as another? And 

how can a loudspeaker that's one 

magazine's top recommendation not get 

so much as a mention in any of the others? 

I don't mind admitting it. I'm completely 

lost." 

Plan B - I'm going for a deal 

"So, I've decided to adopt plan B. I'm sure 

there can't be any really dramatic 

differences between all this gear and it's all 

bound to work together properly, so I'm 

going to check the price lists and the 

adverts and shop around for the best deal. 

I know getting the right hi-fi is important 

hey, I'm as mad about music as anyone but 

if I can get close to the mark and save a 

few quid, I'm sure I'll end up with a good 

system and be happy. I know there are 

specialist shops out there that do 

demonstrations and reckon they've got all 

the solutions but. to be honest. I'm a bit 

scared of going to one. I'd really welcome 

some advice and guidance but I don't know 

all the technical jargon and I'd feel daft 

sitting there trying to 'hear the differences' 

if I couldn't. Anyway, a friend told me that 

these shops only sell the really expensive 

gear and that they're not interested if you 

don't have loads of money to spend." 

And so another hi-fi buyer starts his 

journey down the road to dissatisfaction, 

endless upgrades and a permanent 

overdraft. 

There is only one way to buy a hi-fi system 

that will prove satisfying, reliable and 

deliver true value for money, and that's 

through a specialist hi-fi dealer. Let's face it. 

you wouldn't think about buying a car if you 

couldn't take it for a test drive. You wouldn't 

buy a house solely on the strength of seeing 

the estate agent's details and a photograph. 

Even if you're spending far less, say buying 

a jacket or a pair of shoes, you want to try 

them on to make sure they fit you. 

Buying a hi-fi system is no different. lt 

doesn't matter what the specifications say 

or what the 'experts' think: if it doesn't 

measure up to what you want from a 

system, then it's not the right choice. 

Knowing that you've bought a room full of 

five-star favourites or best-buys is no 

consolation when you can't bear to listen to 

them for more than five minutes. Even that 

ten per cent discount on the price won't 

make them sound any better. 

Buying or being sold to? 

Mind you, most of us are easily suckered 

when it comes to buying hi-fi. Given the 

choice of venturing into the unknown 

territory of a specialist dealer's shop and 

exerting some influence over what we buy, 

or taking what looks like the easy route 

having adverts and magazine reviews push 

us along a path sweetened with discounts 

and special offers - we opt for the latter. 

We don't buy a system, we allow ourselves 

to be sold one. We side-line our own ideas 

about quality and personal satisfaction and 

buy someone else's opinion of what's good 

for us and good value for our money. 

Take control! 

Now there's a group of long-established, 

independent specialist dealers who are 
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'' You wouldn't think about 

buying a car if you couldn't 

take it for a test drive. You 

wouldn't buy a house solely 

on the strength of seeing the 

estate agent's details. '' 

totally committed to putting the customer 

back in the driving seat. They're 

encouraging the buyer to take control with a 

little help and guidance provided where 

required. They know how difficult it can be 

to establish the true quality and worth of hi· 

fi and home cinema systems. They know 

that without experiencing the performance 

of the systems they offer, you can't possibly 

assess the value of them. That's why their 

idea of 'selling' is to play the systems for 

you and allow you to be the judge. 

Listening to your choice of music in a 

peaceful, well organised demonstration 

room, you may be surprised and, almost 

certainly, relieved to discover how easy it 

is to hear the differences between 

components and between systems. With the 

dealer's help and advice you will be able to 

make a clear and informed decision about 

what to buy. lt comes down to trusting your 

own judgement rather than the opinion of a 

reviewer you've never met ... and who won't 

refund your money if you're not satisfied or 

be at the end of a phone to sort out any 

problems you might encounter. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops 

won't abandon you once you've put your 

hand into your pocket. They won't leave you 

to set up the system you've selected as best 

you can. They'll install it in your home, make 

sure it sounds great, and make sure that 

you're entirely happy with the way it works. 

Why bother? 

There is, of course, one question that 

hasn't been answered: why should you and 

these dealers go to all this trouble? Well, 

from your point of view maybe it's because 

a good deal is about a great deal more than 

just price. unless you've got money to burn, 

TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS 

LONDON East Grinstead Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI AUDIO DESIGNS 213·217 Tarring Road 

190a New North Road 26 High St. 01342 314569 01903 245577 

020 7226 5500 Kingston-upon-Thames 
SW11 INFIDELITY 

MIDLANDS 

ORANGES & LEMONS 9 High Street Hampton Wick 
Banbury OVERTURE 

3 Church Lane 
61/63 Webbs Road, Battersea 020 8943 3530 01295 272158 
020 7924 2040 Lakeside Retail Park Birmingham 
W4 MARTIN-KLEISER RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND ACADEMY 

STAR QUALITIES 

VALUE FOR MONEY * * * * * 

SERVICE * * * * * 

FACILITIES * * * * * 

VERDICT * * * * * 

you'll be living with your new system for 

years · years during which most of those 

five star products will probably stop shining 

quite so brightly. As far as the dealers are 

concerned, maybe they believe that taking 

care of their customers properly is a nicer 

way of doing business than just handing 

over boxes. 

Listed below are 20 of the best hi·fi shops 

in the country. They all have lots of stars. 

You'll find them on the shop floor: they're 

the people waiting to guide customers 

towards hi·fi that will give them years of 

musical enjoyment and total satisfaction. 

Oldham AUDIO COUNSEL 

12/14 Shaw Road 

0161 633 2602 

Sheffield 

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 

184 Fitzwilliam St 

0114 275 6048 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate 01904 627108 
109 Chiswick High Road Dansk International 152a High Street, Bloxwich 
020 8400 5555 SCOTLAND 

Furniture World 01922 493499 

01708 680551 Leicester CYMBIOSIS 
Edinburgh 

SOUTH RUSS ANDREWS HI-FI 
Ashford, Kent Rayleigh, Essex 6 Hotel St. 0116 262 3754 

34 Northumberland Street 
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI RAYLEIGH HI-FI Northampton LISTEN INN 

0131 557 1672 
40 High St. 01233 624441 44a High St. 01268 779762 32 Gold St. 01604 637871 

Shrewsbur y Glasgow STEREO STEREO 
Beaconsfield MARTIN-KLEISER Ringwood, Hampshire 

CREATIVE AUDIO 260 St. Vincent Street 
9 London End PHONOGRAPH Y  

9 Dogpole 01743 241924 0141 248 4079 
01494 681300 Star Lane 01425 461230 

Chelmsford Southend-on-Sea NORTH N. IRELAND 

RAYLEIGH HI-FI RAYLEIGH HI-FI Cheadle THE AUDIO WORKS Belfast LYRIC HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street 132/4 London Road 14 Stockport Road 161 Stranmillis Road 

01245 265245 01702 435255 0161 428 7887 028 90 381296 



HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

VINYL 
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages 

® Record players or turntables 

offer the digital revolution 

serious competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 

modest model can turn musical 

tricks that most CD players 

struggle with. Some call it vinyl 

warmth, but in reality it's a lack of 

digital hardness that makes the 

format so engaging. True, the 

software requires a bit more care, 

but even a knackered LP is more 

playable than a scratched CD. 

Record players are made of 

three, perhaps four, fundamental 

parts. The turntable is the plinth 

and platter, usually also containing 

the motor and any suspension 

system. A tonearm sits on the 

plinth and allows the cartridge to 

trace the vinyl groove by pivoting 

or parallel tracking over the 

record. The cartridge contains the 

means of turning the mechanical 

movement of the groove wall into 

an electrical signal. 

A fourth element is an amp 

dedicated to the delicate job of 

amplifying and equalising the 

cartridge's insubstantial output. 

This is called a phone stage and 

can be found in some integrated 

amplifiers and preamps, but is 

increasingly purchased separately 

for use with line-only amps. 

Rega P3 £298 Audio Note 

There a re two types of phone 

cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 

and moving coil (MC), and with a 

few exceptions the latter 

outperforms the former. But MCs 

produce a lower output and 

require better-quality 

amplification to be heard at their 

best. As a general rule, MCs offer 

a broader bandwidth, greater 

dynamics and more detail, but the 

better moving magnets do most 

things well enough to distract 

you from your CD collection. 

Michell 

but the general principle is to level the platter by 

adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 

the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 

require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 

the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 

at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 

balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 

protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 

your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 

essence, there a re two angles you need to get right: 

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 

if you are looking from above, and the vertical 

tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 

lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 

the record surface. 

Avid 
Latest version of a hi-fi classic is a very 

capable deck for a very modest price, with 

very little serious competition from other 

makes. A great turntable for the money 

and a very safe buy. 

lT1 I ARM 1 £594 Orbe SE £1,825 Volvere Sequel £3,500 

84 I HI·FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I february 2003 

Simple, unpretentious and relatively 

inexpensive, Audio Note's TTl delivers a 

real taste of high-end performance at a 

realistically affordable price. 

A fine example of the turntable art, the 

stripped down SE version of Michell's 

flagship now features a DC motor. Does 

justice to the best arms and cartridges. 

A beautifully made turntable that delivers 

a high-end vinyl experience without 

costing the earth. Neutral, even-handed, 

detailed and frankly spellbinding. 



Our favourite o GROL!' TEST BEST BUY 0 GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [!i!l EDITOR'S CHOICE El NEW GEAR REVIEW 

TURNTABLES 
Record players 
STATUS PRODUCT 

D Audio Note T T1/ARM1 

[13 Avid Volvere Sequel 

IT£] Avid Acutus 

0 Clearaudio Cl1ampion Level 2 

0 Unn LP12 Basik 

0 Michell Gyro SE 

� Michell Orbe SE 

El Pro-Ject RPM 6 

D Rega P2 

0 Rega P3 

D Rega Planar 25 

[ill Rega P9 

[ill SME Model 1 OA 

594 

3,500 

5,000 

1,955 

1,100 

829 

1,825 

500 

198 

298 

619 

2,248 

3,411 

COMMENTS 

Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high-end pertormance at an affordable price 

Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 

Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcommgs. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 

Neutral balance, great looks, but only so-so detail. Benefits greatly from isolation 

Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc are still top rank 

Stripped-down version of classic GyroDec, offering strong and lively sound 

A superb turntable, able to mtx it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor. 

Basic, very neutral turntable and arm combination that can take a very expensive cartridge. A htgh-end bargaint 

Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away 

Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 wttll added subtlety and detail 

Great -looking turntable has a silky smooth sound with exceptional midband col1erence 

Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wondertul RB1 000 tonearm 

Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly built 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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33/45 203 

33/45 • 229 

33/45 • 194 

33/45 • 223 

33 • 103 

33/45 223 

33/45 235 

33/45 236 

33/45 214 

33/45 214 

33/45 203 

33/45 228 

33/45 195 

I!D SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. lnc V arm 

Superb mechanical stability and unflappability result in clean, clear reproduction 

33/45/78 186 

[ill Well Tempered Reference 5,500 33/45 

Our favourite 

PHONO CARTRIDGES 
MM and MC cartridges 
PRODUCT 

Allaerts MC1 B 

Audio Technica AT1 1 OE 

Clearaudio Aurum Beta S 

Clearaudio Sigma 

Dynavector DV-20X L 

Goldring Elite 

Grado Prestige Black 

Grado Prestige Gold 

Lyra Helikon 

Reson Reca 

Reson Etile 

Sumiko Blue Point Special 

Van den Hul MC One Special 

Our favourite 

1,295 

29 

270 

580 

350 

250 

40 

110 

1095 

250 

485 

250 

699 

COMMENTS 

Highly capable and entertaining Belgian cartridge that warrants the finest turntable and phono stage you can afford 

Excellent pertormance for the price, with little more than some mild coloration and a touch of hardness at high levels 

Clear improvement over cheaper Alpha, and good sound all round by any standards 

A nimble and revealing cartridge that is more at home in lower mass arms 

Articulate-sounding with impressive treble resolve, though lightweight at times. Needs a high-quality turntable and arm 

A remarkably subtle and persuasive design that should tempt anyone 

Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss 

Highly capable and htghly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 

If you're after a high-quality moving magnet cartridge, they don't get much better than this 

Plenty of life and detail, and refined with it 

A no-nonsense pertormer with engaging musical properties - one of the best around for less than £300 

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light 

PHONO STAGES 
Phono stages 
PRODUCT 

Creek OBH-8SE 

Lehmann Black Cube 

Pass Labs XOno 

Pro-Ject Phono Box 

Tom Evans Microgroove 

Tom Evans Mlcrogroove Plus 

Tom Evans The Groove 

Trichord Dino/Dino+ 

160 

275 

2,995 

40 

400 

700 

1,800 

498 

COMMENTS 

Neutral, relaxed and involving sound from this neat little unit 

Creates a well balanced sound that has few limitations and plenty of good qualities Very flexible for the price 

Not absolutely neutral, but the overall result is so beguiling it's hard to resist 

Moving-coil compatibility is a dubious extra in a way, but MM pertormance is acceptable at this giveaway price 

For dynamics and real bass extension alongside good tonal colour this is the one to beat, excellent value for the money 

Stunmng detail, gives new insights into familiar discs 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral a good c11oice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 
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ltlj;l:t ( l:il li1l'f-J:IU SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual litting of 

the belt from one pulley to another to change speed. but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with lonearm -some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit 1! for you 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown 

IR I;••;I!IIHJi��+f'i:t!l MM Moving magnet cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match t11is type 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but 1t compromises sound quality. 
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�elivering a Better Dear 

-'A HOIVIB ENTIIRTAINIIIIENT 

AWARD WINNING COMPANY' 

({) o'1204 86'186'1 (()o.,:zo4 439024 

SHOP HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-6PM I THURSDAY 9AM-BPM 

MAIL ORDER: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-7PM I THURSDAY TILL 9AM-BPM 

�M�MJM.soundandvision.uk.com 





A u T H 
'11111 SONY 0 E 

�AMP.S� AV RECEIVERS/AMPS 
TA-FB940 STR-OE875 

TA-FA777ES STR-DE870 

TA-EI STR-OB1070 

TA-NI STR-VA555ES 

TA�FE230 STR-DE375 

TA-FE370 STR-DE475 

TAP 9000ES TA-FE570 
TA-FB740 TAE 9000ES 

s;i;c•••·· c�t�&;"lzfl;l�g;:• TAN 9000 

CD PLA'1ERS 
,,,,�:(;;l!;<il@11 . -, •• ,.(�l•:::J\' CDP-M305 MDS-JE330 ;, :•·· ' 

COP-XE270 MDS-JE470 
CDP-XE370 MOS-JE770 
CDP-M305 

-
0 R I s E 0 
A L E R 

SONY STROB1080 

- • . • 
11 

n; I 

� CALL 01204 861861 J 
JISP.EAKERSfl l 

SS-M9ED 
SS-AL5MK2 I 
SS-LASOOEA 

I 
SS-MF400H 
SS-MB200H 
SA-VE705 

.... 

D V D p L A y E R s 
�YC JVC XV-N5iU IP-H ILl P-Srl 

XV-N5 DVDlOIO .. XV-S302 Q50 
XV-300 

��� 
Q40 

XV-SA72 -
DVD870P 

XV-FA92 I 
DV0910SA XV-Ell2 . 
DVD962SA 

TOSHIBA � CALL 01204 861861 OVD763SA 

SD120E SONY OVD723 
SD220E OVD623 
S0510E DVP-NSJOO 
SD520E OVP-NS400 P1oneer 
S0420E DVP-NS305 
SD900E OVP-NS405 OV444 

S09500E DVP-NS700 DV545 
MDS-JB940 SA-VE815 

I OP.anasonic[: 
DVP-NS900 DV646A 

COP-XE270 
MOS-JAJHES 

SACD 
:_. ,>:;; ;:_:?*; OVP-FXI DV747 

COP-XE370 
MOS-JA555ES ->· ··. --,-

DVO-RA61EBS POV-20 
COP-XE570 DVP-CX860 

MXD-040'''"···· SCDI DVO-XVIOEBS �OVP-9000ES� PDV-LC20 
CDP-XB740E SCO-XE 670 I OVD-RV32EBS MXD-DSC COP-XB930E SCO-XE 770 A CRAM HITACHI MOS-PCJ CDP-CX235 I OVD-LA95EBS 

SCO-XAmES l_____jDIV A88L____J OVP315 MOS-550 COP-CX450 OVO-LV60EBS 
SCO-XA777ES DVP325 DVO-PV40EBS CDP-CEm SCD-555ES 

-

TEAC 
AUTIIOR I SEO OEALER 

TEAC A-HJOO 

ARC A M 
AUTHORISED DEALER 

ARCAM DIVA AVR lOO 

__ "'� 
- .. �.. . ' : . 

•, . .. . . ;: .. . .. . 



HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

RADIO TUNERS 
FM and DAB hi-fi separates 

® Radio is a fantastic musical resource 

that's in danger of being taken for 

granted, but whatever your tastes 

there's someone out there catering for it. If 

you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 

to your hi-fi already, you're missing out I 

DAB or FM? 

Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is said 

to be available to 80 per cent of the 

population and the long-term plan is to 

switch public broadcasting over to digital, 

but hardware prices have yet to come down 

to a point where this would be acceptable. 

Its advantages over FM include hiss-free 

reception, the potential for a wider range 

of stations and the ability to display 

comprehensive programming information. 

FM's RDS system means that station name 

and occasionally track titles are displayed, 

but the range of information is fairly limited. 

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 

cost of hardware and the greater reception 

area. lt can also provide higher sound quality 

if reception conditions are favourable. 

Absolute sound quality judgements are 

muddied by the fact that you are listening 

to different forms of compression and 

processing at the studio for each station. 

What is clear, however, is that there are 

more and more radio stations broadcasting 

on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 

it's variety of programming you're after, 

they have a lot to offer. 

RECEPTION 

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 

dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 

listeners should get a decent external 

aerial and connect it with as few junctions 

and splits as possible. Every time you split 

the cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) 

you halve signal strength! With DAB the 

same applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. 

See www.bbc.co.uk/ digitalradio for details. 

Our favourite o GROUP TEST BEST BUY 0 GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED � EDITOR ' S CHOICE Ell NEW GEAR REVIEW 

TUNERS 
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES 
STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

0 : Cambridge T500 180 Very capable tuner suited to good and less good reception conditions 

0 Creek T43 399 Quality UK-made tuner offering classy sound in all areas at a very fair price 

0 Gyrus FM7.5 400 Beautifully made and presented, with sound that's a small but worthwhile advance over budget models 

0 Denon TU-260L 11 130 The return of the all-tirne favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever 
-- - -

0 Harman Kardon TU940 180 Good sound and particularly good signal recovery under tricky reception conditions 

0 Marantz ST6000 180 Another budget killer from Marantz, with sound well above its class and useful features 

0 Myryad T-30 400 Attractive product that produces attractive sounds too: capable of very musical performance w1th a good aerial 
.. -

D NAD S400 600 One of the best around - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent 

0 Primare T21 600 Identical to NAD S400 and likewise a very fine tuner 

0 Sony ST-SE570 130 Good, honest, budget tuner- loads of features, just a trifle bland 

DABTUNERS 

0 Arcam DT-81 650 A very smart and polished DAB performer 

Ell Pure DRX· 701 ES 250 An excellent introduction to DAB, fme value, simple to use and feature loaded 

0 Pure DRX-601 ESM 330 Cheap, small and capable, but with major tonal variations from neutral which confuse the 1ssue 

0 Pure DRX-601 E 300 Cheapest DAB separate available at the time of review- concedes little if anything to more expensive models 

0 TAG Mclaren T32R+DAB 2,290 Classy hi-fi at its best: top sounds on FM and DAB, and a joy to own and use 

Denon TU260L 11 £130 
The benchmark for aU other budget tuners, 

with great sound and plenty of features. 

NAD 5400 £600 
A nicely judged performer that maximises 

the potential of FM broadcasting. 

Pure DRX-701 ES £250 
This 'budget' DAB model can meet much 

more expensive alternatives head-on. 

Arcam DT-81 £650 
Highly professional implementation of 

DAB technology makes this one of the 

best options on the digital tuner market. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

FM,M,L 64 • 193 

FM,M,L 64 • • 193 

FM • 211 

FM,M,L 40 193 

FM, M 30 • 221 

FM, M, L 90 • 

FM 29 • • 193 

FM 30 • • 230 

FM 30 • 230 

FM, M, L 30 • • 221 

DAB 16 • j • 221 

DAB 99 • • 
• 

DAB 90 • • 

DAB 9 • 211 

DAB,FM,M,L 99 • .. 230 

JiU�H"'f:U,I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M- medium wave, L -long wave, DAB- digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System- station 

names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to bunons. 
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HI·FICHDICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CD, Mini Disc and hard drive recorders 

Mini Disc 
MD's strength is versatility. You can record 

and then re-record many times over. 

Editing facilities are second to none- you 

can erase mistakes, name tracks and 

re-order a disc's contents with a few simple 

button pushes, making it ideal for building 

compilations. They're pretty robust too. 

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 

CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 

compression technology called ATRAC, 

which discards part of the data in order to 

squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 

from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a 

little cold in comparison, lacking a degree 

of detail and ambience. But to most 

people it still sounds light years ahead of 

cassette- clean and hiss-free. 

Recordable CD 
With recordable CD you have a choice of 

two disc types: CD-R discs are the 

cheapest, but you can only record once; and 

CD-RW discs are a little more costly, but 

you can re-record on them ad infinitum. 
Though the latest machines incorporate 

some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 

not as flexible as MD. However, sound 

quality is higher- if you're recording from a 

CD, the best models will give you a copy 

that is very close to the original. In terms of 

compatibility, most CD players will play 

back a CD-R disc, but older models might 

have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 

of course, play the disc back on your own 

recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW 

on a DVD player, check for compatibility. 

Hard drive 
The latest contender on the digital recording 

scene is also the most flexible. Some HDD 

(hard drive) recorders can store whole 

music collections if you use a compression 

format such as MP3. HDD recorders are 

taking over from multidisc CD changers as 

sound servers in multiroom installations, 

where their ability to play more than one 

piece of music at a time is a great boon. 

HDD also offers impressive editing facilities 

on a par with MD, and they can also record 

from CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed. 

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 

force behind the format- flexibility and 

storage capacity being bigger issues- and 

a plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform 

an HDD recorder in fidelity terms. 

Our favourite � GRIJLI'TESTBESTBUY 0 GROUPTESTRECOMM ENO ED � EOI TOR'SCHOICE El NEWG EARR�EW 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
------ - -

CD-R/RW, MD and HD recorders 
STATUS PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 

I '  1'1 

0 Denon CDR-1 000 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 
---

0 Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 
--

0 Marantz DR-17 1,500 Highly recommended, but with a jitter problem that, resolved, would improve sound quality 
0 Philips COR802 299 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound recorder at a good price 

---- ------

0 Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 
-

0 Philips CDR785 350 I Ragged play quality, but a good record performance from this well-equipped, well-priced CD-RIRW deck 
---

0 Pioneer PDR-609 �Classy single-deck CD-R/RW burner is also a good, if characterful, player 

Marantz DR6000 £400 
Quality in a box- it eschews gimmickry, 

but it does a simple job very welL 

I, f IECOMMENDf.O 

. � 
Sony MDS-JE480 £130 
Entry-level MD recorder that does exactly 

what it says on the tin, at a bargain price. 

-:·:.: .. �;:�:::' :1•lo.� -- -� 

Yamaha 
CDR-HD1300 £600 
Impressive implementation of hard drive 

technology for home audio applications. 
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0 Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 • • 218' 

I '  1'1 . 

0 Pioneer MJ-0508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 
-

0 Sony MDS-JE480 130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 
11 '  1'1 . 

Yamaha CDR-HD1300 600 CD-RIRW and hard drive in one - a flexible beast, one of the best of its ilk thus far though just short of formal Recommendation I -- - --

JiJ!>I'1:UI DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board- twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HO CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only. 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs lor digital connection to a CD player or OAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. 
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Claim Free 
Goldrino Ex-Static 
Cleaner Worth £12 

With All Pro-ject Turntables 

PRO-JECT 

Debut 11 Turntable 
(Black) £114.95 

Turntables & Tuners 

"The original Debut turntable romped away with a Product of the 

Year Award in 1999, and the MKII version continues the extremely 

good work. it's a simple affair, that's easy to set up, but don't let the 

price fool you - it sounds a whole lot more expensive than that. T his 

Arcam DiVA T 61 Tuner .. .. .. .. ... .................. £249.95 is a fine turntable, and it clearly reveals the benefits of listening to vinyl, with a 
Denon TU260L MKII Tuner ... ...... ... ... .... ............ £99.95 rich and detailed soundstage, and a gocd dynamic response. 
Marantz ST 4000 Tuner ........ ............................ £109.95 
Michell Gyro SEJRB300 Turntable ....... ....... . £999.95 
Project Debut Phono SB Turntable ............. £159.95 
Project Debut 11 Turntable (Cc;oucs) ............. ... . £129.95 

it's available in six funky colours, so you should find one to suit your decor, 

and at just a smidge over £:100, you can have no excuse not to keep that 

old vinyl collection in employment for a good few years yet." 

Project RPM4 Turntable ......................... ......... £324.95 � *****Awards 2000 
Sony ST-D777ES FM/DAB Tuner . . . ........... £499.95 Also Available 

Videologic DRX-601 E DAB Tuner ....... .... . £229.95 Selected outlets are Project Turntable Centres. Colour Options are available at additional cost Michell Gyro SE • £999.95 

ROT EL 

RCD-02 CD Player £379.95 

RA-02 Amplifier £349.95 
RCD-02 CD Player "Whether it's the raw, and sometimes just plain 

barking vocals of Tom Waits, or the stinging guitar stabs of Pete Town send 

on some old Who tracks, the Rotel is one of those players that can't help 

but bring a smile to the face - it's a breath of fresh air." 

� ***** September 2002 

RA-02 Amplifier "T he amp has a fast, detailed and yet satisfyingly full 

presentation. T hat allows it to make a fine job of the beats of Groove 

Armada's Goodbye Century set 

without losing sight of the fine -

details of the mix, and also husking out 
• 

Free Interconnect Cable* Worth £80 
When Any Rotel CD & Rotel Amplifier Purchased Together 

Also Available 

Marantz PM4200 • £139.95 

Marianne Faithfull's deliciously smutty vocals on Kissing Time with real relish. Add in decent levels of equipment - and the convenience of 

remote control, and we reckon Rotel has a winner on its hands." � ***** August 2002 

(((AE))) 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

Aegis Evo One 
Speakers £179.95 

Free 
Speaker table* 

worth £38 wnb AY. 
Speakers over mo 

"T he original Aegis Ones were great speakers, to the extent that they were category winners in our 1998 awards. Since then 

a host of new models have raised the standards in the sub-£:200 category, and the Aegis Ones socn went from stunner to 

also ran. AE's response to that is an EVO version. 

T he Aegis Ones genes are clearly evident. T he original's 

refinement and bass weight are preserved and backed up 

with better openness and more 

free-flowing dynamic ability The 

old speakers would have 

delivered a cool and calm version 

of Pink's Missundaztood set -

they'd be enjoyable, but would Also A•ailabte 

lack a little drive and excitement. KEF 01 • £249.95 

T he new speakers, however, address those limitations ... Add 

authority and good stereo imaging to the list of plus points 

and it comes as no surprise to find these speakers at home 

with classical, too. Indeed, running 

through our test room's extensive CD library we couldn't find a 

genre that these AE's weren't happy playing." � *****July 2002 

expenence 111ore 

CD Players 

Arcam DiVA CD62L ... ............ .... £369.95 
Arcam DiVA CD72L ... ........ .. . ........... £449.95 
Arcam FMJ CD23T ... .......................... ........... £1199.95 
Cyrus CD? ..... ... ......... ...... . ..... ... ....................... £799.95 
Denon DCD485 .. . ... £129.95 
Linn Genki .. . ..... . . ..... £994.95 
Linn lkemi ......... . .. ........................ ... ............ ....... £1949.95 
Marantz CD4000.. . . . . ... .... ..... £99.95 
Marantz CD6000Ki Signature ....... ......... ...... . £399.95 
Meridian 507 .. ... ................... . . ... .... ........ ....... £1194.95 
Musical Fidelity A308"'.... . ... . ..... £1999.95 
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista SACD ..... .. . ..... £3994.95 
Quad 99 CD-P .. . . .. . ................................ £999.95 
Roksan Caspian .. . ...... £994.95 
Rotel RCD1 070 .. . ..... .. .. .. ....................... £494.95 
Sony CDPXE570 .. . ........ £99.95 

Free Interconnect Cable* worth £60 
with ALL CD Players over £300 

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets. 

Advertisement valid until at least 12th February 2003, E&OE. 
�From our selection available in-store - Not in conjunction with any other offer. 



Amplifier Selection 

Arcam DiVA A65 Plus Amplifier 

Arcam DiVA A75 Plus Amplifier 

Arcam FMJ A32 Amplifier . 

Cyrus 6 Amplifier 

Cyrus 8 Amplifier 

Denon PMA355 Amplifier . 

Linn Kolector Pre Amplifier . 

Linn LK85 Power Amplifier 

Marantz PM4200 Amplifier 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre Amplifier 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Power Amplifier 

Musical Fidelity A308 Amplifier 

Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 300 Amplifier 

Quad 99 Power Amplifier 

Roksan Caspian Amplifier . 

Rotel RA-01 Amplifier 

.£369.95 

.£469.95 

.£1149.95 

.£599.95 

.£799.95 

.£199.95 

.£494.95 

.£494.95 

.£139.95 

.£999.95 

.. £999.95 

£1999.95 

.£3994.95 

. £549.95 

. .£894.95 

£249.95 

Also Available NEW A ream 

FMJ AV8 & P7 
£5,499.95 

-! .. 'WC'!. .• ; 

• 

ARCAM Free Interconnect Cable· Worth r120 
When Any Arcam CD & Arcam Amplifier Purchased Together SOUND & VISION 

DiVA CD82T CD Player 
DiVA A85 Integrated Amplifier 

£599.95 
£799.95 

DiVA CD82T "Arcam's lastest sounds like a more mature version of its little brother. On an initial listen the 

increased solidity and refinement are obvious, but over time the subtler dynamic shading and more assured 

handl1ng of transients come to the fore ... The Arcam CD82T is one of the best CD players available at th1s 

price point." � ***** September 2002 

DiVA A85 "You'll have realised by now that we rather like this amp. it took us completely by surprise, and further 

strengthens Arcam's already impressive product range .. The A85 is superb, and we can't wait to put it up against its peer in a group test." � ***** March 2001 

B&W Bowers&Wilkins 
DM602S3 Speakers £299.95 

Free 
Speaker Cable* 

worth m with ALL 

Speakers over £280 

"But the B&W 602 S3 are our winners. 

They're big and not particularly beautiful, 

yet if it were our money they're what we 

would buy. No rival can match the wide 

ranging dynamics or low frequency 

pertormance of these not so compact 

standmounters. Add all-round sonic excellence and the choice is 

easy. Give them sufficient space to breathe, then sit back and enjoy 

the music." mm1li ***** Supertest Winner August 2002 

Also Available (Pictured Right) 

B&W CDM NT Series • Prices start from £749.95 

,--------------, 

�ld.�§ DRX-701 ES Digital Tuner £249.95 
This new tuner from the recently renamed Pure IS  based on the 2001 Award-winning Videologic DRX-601 ES, but under the l id is an all­

new third-generation digital radio engine, 1n the form of Frontier Silicon's Chorus FS1 010. 

consumption and above all cost - it's the maJor reason why the r-::=--•••••••••••• 
DRX-701ES is £100 less than last year's model. PURE 

The tuner uses 24-bit/192kHz conversion with 4x upsampling and 

data interpolation, and is powered by a low-noise toroidal transformer 

--
• n • PURE 

DRX?alES 0 0 0 
- such attention to sonic detail pays off. Digital outputs are provided :�:-::���;:;-;;;--------------.::::�:::.:;��� 

on electrical and optical feed , but most people will use the 

Also Available 

Denon TU260UII • £99.95 

analogue out, and these sound very good indeed. As usual the tuner is subject to the signal quality off-air, 

but when it's fed from a high-quality outdoor aerial and a good signal it's capable of a crisp, powerful and detailed presentation Even 

more populist music stations like Radio 6 benefit from the mix of a neutral balance and fine weight, while speech is also neutral and easy 

to follow .. If you want a quality home tuner for digital radio, you need look no further." � ***** October 2002 

pricing policy We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. In the event you can find the same 
products and excellent service at a lower price, please bring it to our store managers' attention. 



Free Interconnect Cable* Worth £150 
When Any Gyrus CD & Gyrus Amplifier Purchased Together 

CD7Q CD Player £1149.95 
8 Integrated Amplifier £799.95 

Gyrus 70 CD "How it compares directly (with the competition) is a matter for a group test, but I 

can tell you now that it'll be a close one, because the CD7Q is a fantastic CD Player, offering all 

you'd expect from a disc spinner at this price, and more ... The CD7Q's a 

major upgrade from the class� leading CD7. Its weighty, detailed sound puts 

it at the pinnacle of CD players at this price." � *****July 2002 

Gyrus 8 Amplifier Also Avanable 

"The 8 is a large step forward from older generations of Cyrus amplifiers, and takes the company back into the leading pack 

in the sub�£1000 integrated amp sector ... The Cyrus 8 is a must-audition product." � *****January 2003 

Gyrus 7 CD 

£799.95 

ROKSAN 
Free Interconnect Cable* Worth £1 DD 

Kandy KA1 MKIII Amplifier £544.95 When Any Roksan CD & Roksan Amplifier Purchased Together 

"When we last reviewed Roksan's Kandy integrated amp in February it fought off serious competition to come top in a Supertest. This is its replacement, the Mkltl. 

Internal changes include an uprated power supply for the preamp section and identical mono modules for the left and right power amp sections. Roksan also 

claims 50 pecent lower distortion on line-level inputs and a whopping 150 

percent less on the phono input. The rated power output is an impressive 120 

watts per channel into 8 ohms, and this amp has a confident, muscular way with 

music that bears this out. But don't be fooled into thinking this amp is raw but 

unrefined. With Van Morrison's Down the Road the Kandy has the guts to render 

the performance exciting and dynamic, but also the guile to deliver subtle details. 

The upgraded Kandy Mklll is an 

excellent amp; the Mkll version was 
• 

Also Available 
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 300 

Amplifier • £3994.95 

impressive, but Mklll is a stunner. lt betters all the amps here in the timing department, and has a wonderfully robust character that 

works well with all types of music. lt manages to retain the good points of the Mkll while adding extra resolution and subtlety. All the 

amps here have a place in the market. it's just that at £550 the Kandy really does set the pace." 

� 
QUAD 

� ***** October2002 

Free Speaker Cable* worth £50 
wnh ALL Speakers over £280 

11 L Speakers £379.95 
"Quad is best known for its superlative electrostatic designs, which start at £3500. So any £379 pair of speakers that 

carries the company's name has to be going some to avoid tarnishing the family reputation. The first surprise is that the 

11 Ls corne in real-wood veneers covered with piano-gloss lacquer. This type of finish 

is almost unheard of at the £1000 mark, let alone at this price. Has anything been 

sacrificed for such a luxury finish? Here's the second surprise: apparently not. 

The f inal surprise? Welt, saving the best for the last, the sound quality of the 11 Ls 

is phenomenally good. These are srnalt speakers at just 

' 

33cm tall, but the scale and authority of 

.... . 
-

their performance Also Allailable 
Mission 780 • £249.95 is terrific. The laws 

of physics dictate bass extension limitations, but 

thanks to a clever dual rear firing port arrangement 

the 11 Ls plumb the depths with the determination 

of a rottweiler, even when placed in free space. 

If you're in the market for a pair of top quality 

standmounters these Quads are a must listen. Quite 

simp�, they're good enough to scare the competition 

big time." � *****August 2002 

expenence 111ore 

Speaker SelectkJn 

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Three ....... ... £349.95 

B&W CDM 1NL... . . .. . .. ................... £749.95 

B&W CDM 7NL .... ..... £1249.95 

B&W DM303... . . .. . .... . ...................... £179.95 

B&W DM601 S3... . .. . ....... £249.95 

Cyrus CLS?O (Black) .. .. .. . .............................. £799.95 

KEFQ1. . ..................................................... £249.95 

KEF Q3 .. . . .. . .... .............................................. £399.95 

Linn Kat an (Maple) .............................. ............. £634.95 

Linn Ninka (Maple).. . .. . ..... .......... ............. £894.95 

Mission 780 . ...... ............. ...... ........ ... ..... ..... .... ... £249.95 

Mission 782 ... . .... ........ £599.95 

Mission m71 i ..... ....... ......................................... £119.95 

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 1 0 ............ £799.95 

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 20 ......... £1499.95 

Ruark Epilogue 11 ................... ............................ £344.95 

Wharfeclale 8.1 . .......... ........................................ £99.95 

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets 

Advertisement valid until at least 12th February 2003, E&OE. 
*From our selection available in-store - Not in conjunction with any other offer. 



MUSICAl FIDEliTY 

A3.2 CD Player 
A3.2 Amplifier 

3.2 Series 

£999.95 
£979.95 

Replacing the WHAT HI•FI? SOUND AND VISION Award 

Winning A3 CD and Amplifier, the new A3.2 models have been further 

refined and re-styled. The A3.2 CD Player now incorporates the same 

DAC, filter assembly and control mechanism as the highly-acclaimed 

Nu-Vista CD Player. The A3.2 Amplifier draws on experience gained 

through the development of the Nu-Vista M3 amplifier and as such has 

inherited many of its qualities, producing a sense of ease and flexibility 

that is normally only associated with far more expensive designs 

Free Interconnect Cable* Worth £150 

MON TOR AUDIO 
Silver 56 Speakers £599.95 

Free 
British loudspeaker manufacturer Monitor Audio has introduced a replacement 

series for its acclaimed and award winning Silver Series speakers. 'The aim 

Speaker Cable* 

worth £70 

with ALL Speakers 

over £500 

has been to oHer real advances in performance and 

value", says technical director Dean Hartley. " New 

models include the S1 and S2 standmounters, the 

S6, SS and S1 0 floorstanders 

"With a close-miked track such as James Taylor's 

Une 'Em Up from SACD they really deliver the character of the singer's 

voice and they're just as expressive with the cultured rhy1hms of Groove 

Armada's latest outing, having just the right mix of rhy1hmic control and 

fluidity ... But amazingly the best is yet to come: these are simply beautiful 

speakers for classical music, once a few days' thrashing has tamed their 

Initial rawness. With the latest release of Hoist's The Planets on DVD-Audio, 

they thunder out Mars with true conviction. 

Also A raUable 

Gold Reference 

GR10 & GR20 

These are rather magical speakers, with a poise and grace that belles their ability to turn on the power 

when required. Pair them with a good CD player and suitably accomplished amp, and you won't go 

far wrong" � ***** October 2002 

P1oneer 

PDR609 CD-RW Recorder £199.95 

Also Available 

Marantz DR6000 

CD Recorder • £299.95 

"While it looks simple, the Pioneer has an impressive array of features, including the handy double-speed d1sc finalization and CD-Text 

compatibility Internally, the PDR609 is a big step up from the Award-winning PDR-509 it replaced the DAC is now a 24-biV96kHz number, 

aided and abetted by Pioneer's Legato Link conversion technology, and it has 24-bit A-to-O conversion, wh1ch is ideal for copying your vinyl 

onto CD. If this is your plan, you'll appreciate that the Pioneer makes it easy to create first-rate copies from any source, helped by the manual 

recording-level controls. it was hard to tell our copy of Jim White's No Such Place from the original. 

While the Pioneer's replay qual1ty can't match the Marantz, it costs £120 less, which would buy you a lot of blank discs. If you've already got 

a dedicated CD player. we'd go with this recorder." � ***** August 2001 

Recorder Selection 

Marantz DR6000 CD-RW .. .... .. . . ... ... . .. ...... .. .. £299.95 

Sony MDS-JE770 Mini Disc .. .. . .... ... ...... £219.95 

Yamaha KX393 Cassette Deck . . .. ... . . ... .. . . .. . £1 09.95 

Yamaha KX580SE Cassette Deck ..... ... . .... .. £179.95 

Yamaha CDR-H01300 CD-RW ..... . ... .. .... £549.95 

pricing policy We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. In the event you can find the same 

products and excellent service at a lower price, please bring it to our store managers' attention. 



Free Interconnect Cable* Worth £150 
When TAG AV30R & TAG 1 00x5R Purchased Together 

AV30R AV Processor £1799.95 
1 00x5R Power Amplifier £2994.95 

TAG Mclaren's AV30R AV Processor is aimed at the home cinema enthusiast who is concerned 

with keeping up-to-date with the latest surround formats. When partnered with TAG's 1 00x5R Power 

Amplifier it makes an exceptional combination. 

According to What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision magazine 1n their October 2002 issue "In use, the AV30R, 

connected to TAG's 100x5R power amp, is superb. True, it can't quite match the clarity and power of the 

latest-specification TAG flagship, the AV32Rbp-192, but by any AV standard this is a very high-end piece 

of kit, with excellent impact and fine detail across a range of movie soundtracks from Once Upon A Time 

In America to the explosive actionfests. Channel steering is immaculate, and the sense of a soundfietd 

wrapped around you - even in 5.1-channel mode - entrancing, with spine-tingling rear-channel effects. 

The fine Pro Logic 11 implementation serves music as welt as it does non-discrete AV soundtracks, and with 

an SACD machine hooked up via the 5.1 channel inputs, the lack of coloration and sheer bass oomph 

extraordinary." � *****October 2002 

AC CS 

Pro 50 Subwoofer (Black) 

Pro 1 00 Subwoofer (Black) 

£299.95 
£599.95 

MJ Acoustics is a new company based in Cambridgeshire. During the past year, they have 

received favourable reviews across their product range. The Pro 50 was awarded 'Best Buy' by 

What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision in their 2002 awards. "This is a black satin finished miniature sub 

that nevertheless packs in a 20cm long-throw driver and a 50w MOSFET amp designed for good 

power reserves even at high levels.. And it sounds great: whether with the floorshaking 

basslines of dance music, the slam of rock or an orchestral swell, when correctly set-up, the Pro 

50 provides a subtle underpinning even of big loudspeakers. The bass it delivers is well 

extended and tightly controlled with both music and movies, giving a subjective impression of 

greater clarity across the frequency range, the added low-end complemented by better 

midband focus. it's truly thrilling stuff." � *****Awards 2002 

Cla.lm £120 on 
The Speakers* of your choice when purchased at the 
same time as the Linn Classik Music System. Minimum Value £200 

Glai £250 Ill • The Speakers· of your choice when purchased at the same time as the Unn Classik Movie System Mm•mum Value £500 

• • 

LINN 

Linn Classik 
Music System £999.95 

The Classik Music System is an alternative to the sound and looks of mass 

market compact systems. Designed to be useful throughout the home, the 

Ctassik is simple and stylish with all the 
·-" 

advanced features needed to satisfy the most 

demanding hi-fi enthusiast or discriminating music lover. 
/Ill \\\\ 

"Since the Scottish company added a tuner to the amp/CD player, mouths have gaped even wider in appreciation. The addition of colour 

options panders to the public's taste for kit to match their interior design, but it doesn't just took lovely in the lounge the Ctassik sounds 

simply marvellous. Boasting fine impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quiet 

Classik • Movie System 

£1999.95 

acoustic music and its smooth, liquid presentation impresses still further. The Classik offers the performance you'd expect from high quality separates in one lovely package 

- this is a very superior product." � ***** Awards 2001 

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets. Advertisement valid until at least 

12th February 2003, E&OE. *From our selection available in-store- Not in conjunction with any other offer 

' 
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outlets nationwide 
Aberdeen 491 Union Street 01224 587070 

Bedford 29-31 St Peters Street 01234 272779 

Birmingham Arch 12, Livery Street 0121 233 2977 

Brighton 57 Western Road, Hove 01273 733338 

Bristol92b White Ladies Road, Clifton 0117 974 3727 

Cambridge 17 Burleigh Street 01223 304770 

Cardiff 1 04-106 Albany Road 029 2047 2899 

Cheltenham 14 Pitville Street 01242 241171 

Crawley 32 The Boulevard 01293 510777 

Edinburgh 5 The Grassmarket 0131 229 7267 

Exeter 28 Cowick Street 01392 218895 

Glasgow 88 Great Western Road 0141 332 9655 

Guildford 73 b North Street 01483 536666 

Hull 1 Savile Row, Savile Street 01482 587171 

Ipswich 12-14 Dogs Head Street 01473 286977 

MOVED Leeds 62 North Street 0113 245 2775 Open Sunday 

Leicester 1 0 Lose by Lane 0116 253 6567 

Lincoln 20-22 Corporation Street 01522 527397 

Liverpool 16 Lord Street 0151 707 8417 

Maidstone 96 Week Street 01622 686366 Open Sunday 

Manchester 69 High Street, City Centre 0161 831 7969 

Newcastle 19 Newgate Street 0191 221 2320 

Norwich 29-29a St Giles Street 01603 767605 

Nottingham 597-599 Mansfield Road 0115 911 2121 

Oxford 41 St C lements Street 01865 241773 

Peterborough 36-38 Park Road 01733 897697 Open Sunday 

Plymouth 107 Cornwall Street 01752 226011 

NEW Poole Latimer House, 44-46 High Street 01202 671677 

Preston 40-41 Lune Street 01772 825777 Open Sunday 

Reading 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre 0118 959 7768 

Sevenoaks 109-113 London Road 01732 459555 

Sheffield 635 Queens Road, Heeley 0114 255 5861 Open Sunday 

NEW Solihull 149-151 Stratford Road 0121 733 3727 

Southampton 33 London Road 023 8033 7770 

Swansea 24 Mansel Street 01792 465777 Open Sunday 

NEW Swindon 8-9 Commercial Road 01793 610992 

Tunbridge Wells 28-30 St Johns Road 01892 531543 

Witham (Essex) 1 The Grove Centre 01376 501733 

�Wolverhampton Burdett House, 29-30 Cleveland St. 01902 312225 

within the M25 
Bromley 39a East Street 020 8290 1988 

Chelsea 403 Kings Road 020 7352 9466 

Croydon 369-373 London Road 020 8665 1203 Open Sunday 

Epsom 12 Upper High Street 01372 720720 Open Sunday 

Holborn 144-148 Grays Inn Road 020 7837 7540 

Kingston 43 Fife Road 020 8547 0717 Open Sunday 

Southgate 79-81 Chase Side 020 8886 2777 Open Sunday 

Swiss Cottage 21 Northways Parade, Finchley Rd 020 7722 9777 Open Sunday 

WaHord 478 St AI bans Road 01923 213533 Open Sunday 

Please call to verify hours of business. 

Contact our outlets via E- Mail outlet@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

who are sevenoaks? 
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision are one of the largest and most 

successful hi-fi and home ctnema retailers in the country. 

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision outlet stocks a wide range of quality products, 

covering all categories of specialist home entertainment, from DVD Players to 

Widescreen Plasma Televisions and Projection Systems, all at highly competitive prices. 

Friendly staff are available in all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you 

through the home entertainment Jungle. 

new outlets now open 
We are delighted to announce that we have opened new stores in the following locations 

Poole 01202 671677 • Solihull 0121 733 3727 • Swindon 01793 610992 and 

Wolverhampton 01902 312225. Also our Leeds store has re-located to larger premises 

staff wanted 
We are currently recruiting staff at several locations. If you are enthusiastic, 

knowledgeable, have good customer service skills and would like a career within 

the audto/visual industry, call Janys Ness on 01732 466214 for more information. 

sevenoaks online 
The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks 

group and its 48 outlets nationwide. The website is designed to provide you with 

answers to the questions you may have when buying new equipment. 

There are regularly updated stock clearance lists with hundreds of products on offer 

and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest outlet. 

For impartial advice and information, just click on sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

stock clearance 
With 48 outlets nationwide, the Sevenoaks Sound & Vision group stock and display a 

wide range of products. As individual models and product ranges are changed or 

superseded, the preceding models are made available at a reduced price. for 

clearance. Visit our Website for an up-to-date list of the clearance stock. listed by 

outlet, within the Sevenoaks Sound and Vision group. 

0% finance optiont 
Spread the cost of buying. 0% finance option is available on the vast majonty of 

products we stock. twritten details on request. Ucensed credit brokers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to status. 

pricing policy 
Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are highly 

competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection. 

demonstration facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower 

price might not look such good value. 

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price, 

please bring it to our store managers' attention. We will always endeavour to offer you 

the best deal. 

wwwosevenoakssoundandvision 0 eo 0 uk 
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated and pre/power amps 

® Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 

power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 

sections are in one box. There are definite 

advantages to separating the low level, 

delicate signals in the preamp from the 

radiations of a power amp, so the more 

ambitious designs come in two or more 

cases. In some cases, each channel has its 

own power amp called a mono block. 

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 

transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 

because of their practical and technical 

advantages, but valves- aka tubes- live 

on owing to aspects of sound quality that 

trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 

your music loud, use trannies; if you 

appreciate acoustic music, try valves. 

The fundamental of amp/speaker 

interfacing is power rating and speaker 

sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 

speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 

takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 

of speakers which present a difficult load. 

As a rule, you can't have too much power. 

How to choose an amp 
The main areas in which amps vary are: 

timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 

transparency. Timing is the ability to 

present the attack and decay of each note 

precisely; amps with strong timing have a 

snap and coherence that is very appealing. 

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 

to portray variations in level between 

individual notes and is different to dynamic 

range (the difference between the loudest 

and softest notes). Dynamically strong 

amps tend to have more life and energy. 

Stereo imaging is how solid or 

three-dimensional an instrument or voice 

sounds. The point of having two rather 

than one speaker is to make it possible to 

recreate the soundstage of the original 

recording, thus amps that have strong 

imaging skills can create a sonic space that 

seems to extend the room. 

Transparency of detail is the most 

obvious difference between amps. One amp 

will present more subtlety than another, 

but the drawback with using this as your 

main criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 

sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 

the expense of overall musical coherence. 

HOME CINEMA STEREO 
Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 

set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 

speakers do a remarkably good job of 

creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo 

roe aur.s 

Rote I 
RA-02 £349 

amps tend to be better at reproducing 

music as they don't have the (electrical) 

noise-inducing digital processing of AV 
amps. AV amps cost three to four times as 

much as stereo models of a similar quality. 

Area m 
A85/P85 £1,330 

A terrific budget integrated from Rotel's 

latest line-up. Offers pace, guts and finesse, 

wrapped up in a pretter package than one 

might traditionally expect from the marque. 

'Sugden 
A21 a £899 
Build quality is not very slick and it runs 

uncomfortably hot. But don't worry about 

1 the low power specification- sound is in 

the very top class. 

Bi-amp combo featuring Arcam's £800 

integrated and matching power amp. The 

resulting sound is both robust and finely 

detailed across myryad music types. 
'--
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SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS? 
All audio electronics perform 

better when they are warmed 

up, and this is particularly the 

case when it comes to 

amplifiers. If there's no way 

that you can leave it on all the 

time, make an effort to switch 

it on at least 20 minutes 

before listening. 

WHAT IS HI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING? 
Bi-wiring is when you run 

separate cables to the treble 

and bass/mid terminals on the 

speaker. In most instances, this 

improves sound quality so long 

as identical cables are used. 

Bi-amping is using two stereo 

amps to drive one pair of 

speakers, using one amp to 

drive the treble and the other 

for the bass/mid sections of 

the speakers. 

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LlnLE POWER? 
Valve amps are inherently low 

powered in absolute terms- at 

least when you compare them 

to their transistor-based 

cousins. But when partnered 

with high-sensitivity 

loudspeakers, they are quite 

capable of producing perfectly 

adequate head-banging levels. 

Classe 
CP-35/CA-101 £2,797 
This very classy prefpower combo from 

the Canadian high-enders is blessed with 

a particularly natural, open and 

no-nonsense sound. 
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Our favourite o GROUP TEST BEST BIJY o GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE El NEW GEAR REVIEW 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated amplifiers 
STATUS PRODUCT 

UPT0£1.000 

D Arcam A65 Plus 

0 Arcam DiVA A75 Plus 

0 Arcam DiVA A85 

El Cyrus 8 

D Denon PMA-255UK 

0 Exposure 2010 

0 Marantz PM8200 

0 Myryad Z140 

0 NAD C320BEE 

0 NAD C350 

0 NAD C370 

0 Nairn Nait 5 

D Primare A10 

0 Roksan Kandy KA-1 

0 Roksan Caspian 

[iJ Rotel RA-931 Mkll 

El Rotel RA-01 

[8 Rotel RA-02 

El Sugden A21 a 

ABOVE £1.000 

D Arcam FMJ A32 

[iJ ATC SIA2-150 

0 Canary Audio CA-608 

!ill Karan KA-i180 

0 Marantz PM-14 Mkll Kl 

D Primare A30.1 

GJ YBA tntegre 

COMMENTS 

370 Highly articulate and fluent, offers unusual insight for its price 

470 Ou1ck, lively and well-presented amplifier, bass is sharper and more tuneful than its predecessor 

800 Much enhanced design topology gives a more hard-hitting, engaging sound than prev1ous Arcams 

800 The best-yet stereo amplifier from Cyrus is extremely good in standard guise, but can be upgraded tool 

140 Great beer-budget buy, w1th everything necessary for bas1c but decent high-fidelity operation 

599 Neatly turned-out amplifier with mainstream appeal, but a bit on the bland side 

599 Warm, solid and likeable sound, with the occasional flash of steel when under pressure 

450 Slimline beauty with genuine integrity and coherence, if relatively limited power 

220 Spirited and enthusiastic amp with slight bass hump and a sound that will suit relaxed speakers 

300 A typical NAD: refined, warm tonality, adequate detail and a strong power yield 

450 Ftex1ble, ultra high-power integrated amplifier delivers a real punch, but is not without finesse 

825 As always with the Nait, less is more, and the Nait 5's 30 watts seem to go a lot further with some sources 

500 Beautifully made, smooth and easy sounding, and though not overtly detailed it is well organised musically 

475 Power with control, barely compromised by a small degree of dryness 

795 Mainstream Roksan line level amp works well under most circumstances 

189 Simple, non-remote amp majors on clarity and transparency, without sounding over-analytical 

250 Take a Best Buy amplifier and rip out the remote control to save £100. No wonder we love it I 

349 Agile and capable slimline design w1th an engaging sound that draws you into the music 

899 This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence- an authentic classic 

1,150 Remarkably flexible and well-featured, with excellent sound quality for the price 

2,375 Starkly revealing powerhouse that eats most integrateds for breakfast 

2,250 If you value the grand scheme of things and appreciate a bit of dynamic vigour this could be the amp for you 

5 

7 

' 5 

6 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

5 

7 

5 

3,900 Lean, sharp and articulate, this impressively constructed heavyweight is almost up there with the audiophile pre/power elite 4 

2,000 Highly sophisticated and well equipped, with a refined and relaxed sound quality that's hard to resist 7 

1 ,500 Smooth, detailed singing quality, elegant appearance and healthy power yield 6 

1,550 Careful system matching is essential, but this is definitely one of the good guys 6 

Our favourite o GROUP TEST BESTBIJY o GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED !ill EDITOR'S CHOICE El NEW GEAR REVIEW 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Pre/power amplifiers 
STATUS PRODUCT 

UPTD£2.000 

D Arcam A85/P85 

!ill Arcam FMJ A32/P35 

[ill ATC CA2 

D Creek P43R/A43 

D Croh Vitali/Series 5C 

0 Cyrus aCA7.5/Smart Power 

0 Densen Beat 200/300 

!ill Musical Fidelity A308CR 

0 Myryad MP1 OO/MA240 

0 NAD Silverline S1 OO/S200 

!ill Nairn NAC112/NAP150 

D Rothwell lndus/Rubicon 

ABOVE £2.000 

0 Audio Note M2Phono/P2SE 

COMMENTS 

1 ,330 Integrated/power amp combo won't suit all systems, but delivers classic A85 virtues plus extra gravitas and range 

1, 980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 

750 Stripped-down version of ATC's range topper delivers considerable transparency and bandwidth. Excellent value 

900 Great value, with a particularly impressive way with dynamics 

2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency 

1,250 Great for classical, jazz, and existing Cyrus owners 

1,985 Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) • 

3,898 Bold-looking design w1th an absence of sonic signature that proves there is life atter Nuvista • 

1 ,600 Smart finish and impeccable manners, smooth, clean pertormance 0 

2,000 Beautifully built kit that sounds as good as it looks, with heaps of power • 

1 ,425 Clean, clever simplicity, plus a very well-balanced sound that's much sweeter than earlier Naims .0 

1,488 Quirky valve combo with passive pre-amp has a lovely neutrality and consistency across a wide dynamic range 

2,698 Wondertully natural and inviting sound with great warmth and drama, but limited loudness capability 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

411 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

40 232 

50 224 

85 214 

70 237 

30 208 

50 214 

60' 224 

50 232 

50 232 

60 208 

120 217 

30 214 

50 208 

120 205 

70 201 

35 208 

40 237 

40 232 

25 224 

100 228 

150 228 

24 202 

180 236 

100 228 

100 214 

50 214 

SPECIFICATIONS 

3 

85 225 

100 227 

221 

140 212 

30 216 

60 i 212 

6 OPT OPT 100 216 

4 

6 

6 

6 

250 231 
.j 

120 212 

200 200 

50 213 

10 216 

18 216 

ll,lif'J:l§l LINE INPUTS Input sockels for source components with a line level output CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge. 

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (mo�ng coil). occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEAD PHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with 

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated outpul in walls per channel 

february 2003 www.hifichoice.co.uk HI-FI CHOICE 99 



HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 
Our favourite El GROUP TEST BEST BUY o GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE Ell NEW GEAR REVlEW 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS contanued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

C5 

� 

Pre/power amplifiers i � 
� � � STATUS 

[ill 

[ill 

[ill 

El 

@ 

D 

§! 

� 

@ 

@ 

0 

@] 

0 

0 

PRODUCT COMMENTS � 

Audio Research LS25NT1 00 12,199 This is not so much a fine valve amp, as a fine amplifier, full stop (LS25 MkiiNT1 00 Mkll) 6 100 216 

AVI S2000M 2,398 This preamp/monoblock pairing does most things very well and images better than most • 5 150 221 

Border Patrol P20 6,750 Muscular 300B P-P design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best 20 231 

Bryston BP-20/4B-ST 3,375 Quick, articulate and powerful, this is an excellent all-round amp which controls difticult loudspeakers superbly 8 250 230 

Classe CP-35/CA-1 01 2,797 Very classy Canadian pre/power combo with a natural, open and no-nonsense sound 4 N 100 237 

Electrocompaniet EC4.7 /1200MB 3,448 Bulky Nmwegian combo has wonderful transparency, wide dynamic range and fine musical tension 6 120 216 

Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 700 234 

Mark Levinson No380/No334 9,490 Pre has precision and warmth with unusual configurability, power has refinement, authority and transparency to spare 6 125 195 

Nairn NAP500 10,995 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynam1c range, plus Nairn's traditional leading-edge definition 140 208 

Nairn NAC552 11,750 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience • 6 233 

Primare A30.1 /A30.2 2,700 Powerful, smooth, though slightly uneven with some speakers, but excellent control and separation in others • 6 100 225 

Stein hart OVP 2XR/Fidelio 1 02 DD 7,440 Brilliantly musical, making even difticult material enjoyable, but gets hot and has ergonomic foibles 100 236 

TAG Mclaren DPA32R/250MR 4,940 In a class of its own for extendibility and it's tremendously subtle, though it can sound constrained dynamically 6 250 230 

T+A PA 1520 R 2,400 Powerful, punchy amp that has many positive qualities, but sometimes seems to try too hard 8 260 230 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies @ The multichannel, surround sound or 

AV amplifier is a popular option, 

thanks to the success of the DVD 

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 

five channels or more of amplification for 

the price of two. Now that multichannel 

music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 

be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 

amp with a radio tuner built in). 

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 

SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 

then check out a multichannel amp and 

speaker set-up- they're stunning with 

movies and none too shabby with music. 

AV amps are usually designed primarily 

for movies and come with digital 

processing for the various soundtrack 

formats- Dol by Pro-Logic (analogue), 

Dol by Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 

surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 

formats. More ambitious designs also offer 

THX post processing, designed to emulate 

the sound of the mixing theatre at home. 

Processing in AV amps is needed because 

the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 

potential. This is why new formats SACD 

and DVD-A. which don't use 'lossy' 

compression, were created for music. 

All this processing power can take its toll 

on analogue formats. The best multichannel 

amps for music are often the simplest, but 

any that offer a complete bypass option 

with six-channel input are suitable. it's also 

worth looking at real power- five or seven 

channels of amplification are not easy to 

produce with a feeble power supply, and 

the cheaper amps in particular often fail to 

live up to the claims. 

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how many speakers 

you want. Multichannel music 

discs come with six or 5.1 

channels, but for new movies, 

7.1 systems are where it's at. 

7.1 set-ups also mean you have 

speakers directly behind you -

preferable for music discs. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AY AMP? 
Processors don't have amplifi­

cation on board and you need 

separate power amps. AV amps 

and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 
This is the LFE (low frequency 

effects) or bass channel that is 

reproduced by a subwoofer. 

HI·FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering 

high-quality multichannel music, 

surround sound is no longer just a home 

cinema thing. An increasing number of 

people want to build a multichannel 

system that will do their music as well as 

their movie DVDs justice, and the 

number of AV products delivering 

sufficient quality is on the increase. But 

most aren't cheap -building a top-quality 

system with five or more channels is 

inevitably more expensive than sticking 

with stereo. There are some very decent 

integrated options below £1,000, though 

the best (and most costly) route is to buy 

a separate processor and power amp(s). 

Or you can add AV amplification to a 

stereo model you can't bear to part with. 

100 HI-FI CHOICE l www.hlflchOICe.co.uk ] february 2003 



Pioneer 
VSX-02011 £900 

Marantz 
SR9200 £2,000 

A feature-packed receiver, and a great 

sounding one to boot. Currently the best 

AV amp below £1,000 for music and video. 

Few AV receivers manage to sound as 

musical as this one. A top all-rounder and 

an excellent multichannel solution. 

Oenon's AV behemoth is arguably the best 

integrated multichannel amp to date­

superbly cinematic and one of the very few 

with genuine 'hi-fi' music credentials. 

A fantastic achievement from this 

respected UK brand- an AV processor and 

seven-channel power amp par excellence. 

Our favourite El GROUP TEST BEST BUY 0 GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED @] EDITOR ' S CHOICE e NEW GEAR REVIEW 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Multichannel amplifiers 
STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

INTIGRAnD AV AMPS 

D Arcam AVR200 800 Upgraded AVR100 with Dolby Pro-Logic 11 and some bass management. Great for stereo, a bit bass-light for multichannel 6 70 

[iJ Denon AVC-A 11 SR 1,800 Feature-packed with superb spatial processing, combined with powertul, though slightly opaque overall audio quality 11 

[iC] Denon AVC·A 1 SR 3,000 An AV amp with genuine h1gh-res hi·fi credentials. Includes a ground-breaking 'wide bandwidth' digital audio link 8 170 

D Harman Kardon AVR 5500 749 Powertul-sounding receiver with come clever features, such as an automatic set-up, but a bit hard-edged 8 85 

D Marantz SR-5000 430 Something of a rough diamond, but a powertul and entertaining package 5 105 

D Marantz SR9200 2,000 Powertul. cool-running UK-custom1sed THX receiver with spacious, relaxed sound quality with mus1c and movies alike 9 

D NAD T761 650 First-rate home cinema amp that sounds more powertul than its specs imply, and competes with specialist stereo amps 9 80 

[] Onkyo TX-DS989 2.850 Authority personified, excellent AV signal processing. but sound quality a tad unsubtle 9 160 

El Pioneer VSX-02011 900 Outstandmg sonic pertormance for the price and a remarkable features list to boot 10 140 

@] Pioneer VSA-AX1 0 2.700 Seven channel tour de force with automatic speaker set up and eq, excellent with music, movies and DVD-AISACD 8 150 

0 Sony VA-777ES 1.500 Smart circuitry gives this model unusual precision and transparency, and it is a fine all-rounder 9 100 

AV PROCESSORS AND POWER AMPS 

[iC] Arcam AV8/P7 5,498 State-of-the-art processor (£2,999) and seven-channel power amp (£2,499). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 180 

[iC] Bryston SP1/98 THX 7,100 Stripped-back 5.1 channel processor/amp combo reaches genuine audiophile heights 6 opt 120 

[iC] Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube anaiO\jue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genu1ne advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 

El Cyrus AV8 1,100 A refined and listenable processor that will integrate into an existing hi-fi system with ease 9 

[iC] Meridian 861 9,833 Poweriul surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to dnve any speaker configuration 6 

0 Myryad MDP500/MA240/360 3,799 Superb three-box. five-channel AN amplifier. Great with mo�es and beats most multichannel amps hands down with music 9 opt 120 

D Roksan DSP/5 champNSU 2,440 Clean, powertul stereo expanded seamlessly, if without distinction, to 5.1 channels 80 

[iC] TAG Mclaren AV32R EX 2,994 Flexible AN processor, unusually good with music. Excellent for multichannel system in standard or seven-channel 'EX' form 6 

lii! �H''I { j I RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players. OVD players. tape decks. tuners_ phono stages etc 

7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp e1ther has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification 

5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp. 
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Midi 

components, and a superb finish combine to create 

the heir to the history of creating compact, versatile 

speakers. The Auditor meets the most demanding 

listener's insistence on superior sound. Please book 

for your demonstration of this fine loudspeaker 

Verity Audio Tamino 11 

Building on the worldwide success of its prestigious products, Verity 

Audio is pleased to introduce a new high-quality loudspeaker-The 

Tamino.lt sets new standards of sonic excellence at a sensible price of 

£3999. 

The Bel Canto eVo2 represents the true i 

amplification- providing a transparent and musical 

performance for stereo and multi-channel systems. The 

naturally sweet and extended sound quality that transcends 

amplifier technologies in both efficiency and sonic quality. With the 

of new and emerging digital technologies, this is an amplifier design 

whose time has truly come. Guided by the musicality of Bel Canto design, 

the eVos mark a remarkable step forward in digital stereo amplification. 



HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

® While loudspeakers are relatively 

straightforward in construction, they 

have one of the most difficult jobs in 

hi-fi- turning an electrical signal into an 

acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 

drive units in a box that usually has a port 

in it to make life easier for the cone in your 

mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 

arrangement include panel speakers, which 

use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 

horns, which use drive units in complex 

cabinets that greatly improve efficiency. 

Box speakers are either designed to stand 

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 

(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 

greater internal volume which can 

translate into greater efficiency and/or 

bass extension, but less substantial designs 

also introduce cabinet resonance and thus 

distortion. But they don't need stands and 

therefore have the aesthetic edge. 

Stand mounts have less cabinet to vibrate 

and often score in terms of imaging and 

timing, but need good stands to work well. 

Positioning 
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 

greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 

rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 

placement and experimentation will yield 

the best results. Altering the angle at 

which the speakers face the listener can 

also make a difference to balance and 

stereo image. 

Going multichannel 
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 

with centre and surround channels from 

the same brand to create a multichannel 

system. The most important element is a 

centre channel, which needs to match the 

stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 

best musical results, surrounds should be 

as per the front leh and right channels, but 

if space or funds don't permit, smaller 

designs can be used quite effectively. 

Choosing speakers 
Because speakers and the rooms they are 

used in vary so much, choosing a pair 

tends to be quite subjective. To find some 

that will suit you, try to listen to a good 

variety to hear how they differ, and if 

possible, audition some at home. Tonal 

balance tends to vary the most, but is less 

important than more subtle factors such as 

timing and dynamics. Finally, listen with 

your ears not your eyes- great-looking 

speakers aren't necessarily great sounding. 

Spikes 
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 

threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 

coupling with the floor. These have the 

advantage of draining resonance from the 

speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 

result in more vibration getting back to the 

electronics and often cause the floor to 

resonate as well. 

POWER 
Though some speakers have a power rating, 

this isn't as informative as a rating for how 

difficult they are to drive, nor does it 

indicate wattage extremes for the 

partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 

cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 

ease of drive to indicate how much power 
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your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 

above-average (A+) speaker will work with 

amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 

(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 

below average (A-) speaker could require 

lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 

guidelines rather than rules. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power for 

the full story. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those designed to work close 

to the wall will be smoother in 

confined spaces. Speakers that 

have relatively dry, tight bass 

will also sound better. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 

designs are more likely to be 

able to fill a room better than 

compact models. 

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assuming that you're 

wanting to create a 

homogenous surround sound 

experience, where voices don't 

change when they move from 

one channel to another. 



1Dynaudio 
Audience 42 £400 
It might be expensive for a vinyl-covered 

miniature, but it's an aristocrat among the 

breed, and we'd be surprised if there's a 

better small speaker around for the price. 

A great success with its lovely real wood 

finish and beautifully balanced sound, 

along with fine dynamics and transients. A 

kingly sub-£1,000 floorstander. 

HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

A well-built floorstander that delivers the 

goods sonically, with the sort of subtlety 

and delicacy that's likely to have strong 

audiophile appeal. 

B&W 
Signature 805 £2,250 
You won't get this degree of resolution out 

of a wider bandwidth speaker at anywhere 

near the price, and most of your music will 

sound considerably better through them. 

Our favourite §] _l'ROUPTEST BEST BUY 0 GROUP TEST RECO�MENOED � EDITOR'S CHOICE El NEW GEAR REV1EW 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo speakers 
SIATUS PRODUCT 

UPT0£1.1100 

0 

[iJ 

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo 1 180 

AR S20 

El ATC SCM12 

[iJ Audio Note Al. One 

[iJ AVI Biggatron Red Spot 

0 B&W DM303 

0 B&W DM602 S3 

El B&W DM309 

0 B&W DM603 S3 

0 B&W CDM·1 NT 

[iJ Blueroom Minipod 

0 Castle Durham 3 

0 Castle Conway 3 

[iJ Dali Royal Tower 

0 Dynaudio Audience 42 

0 Dynaudio Audience 62 

0 Elac JET 205 

0 Epos M12 

0 Heybrook Optima 

0 Heybrook Heylios 

[iJ Heybrook Duet 

0 Infinity Alpha 30 

[iJ Jamo E 850 

0 JBL Xti40 

0 JMLab Chorus 715 

0 JMiab Cobalt 816 

0 KEF01 

[iJ Mission m 71 

0 Mission m73 

El Mission m51 

El Monitor Audio Silver SI 

0 Monitor Audio Silver SS 

El Mordaunt Short MS9t 4 

1 50 

999 

449 

599 

180 

300 

330 

600 

750 

249 

399 

930 

750 

400 

729 

650 

499 

259 

269 

750 

300 

400 

430 

529 

899 

250 

129 

199 

300 

300 

800 

300 

COMMENTS 

An unusually classy and sophisticated pertormer for the price; lard-back sound and good looks too 

Might not have the most dynamic sound around, but it's an honest and effective musical communicator 

Transparent, engaging and quick- a revealing, high-fidelity pertormer that's not afraid to bare all 

Delivers music with great gusto and enthusiasm, but also more than its fair share of coloration 

Good bass coherence and timing, bul the lean and decidedly forward balance won't be to every taste 

Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 

Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 

All the grace and punch of the smaller DM303- a suberb floorstander for the money 

Excellent all-rounder, smooth for 1ts price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 

An uncommonly stylish and sonically self-effacing standmount that should be very easy to live with 

Wondertully blobular styling aside, it's hard not to fall for the Minipod's openness, express1on and detail 

A very attractive near-miniature wallmount with a lively and communicative disposition- lots of fun 

19,36,24 

20,37,28 

22,39,25 

23,83,29 

1 9.5,37,30 

20,33,23 

24,49,29 

20,91,30 

20,91,29 

22,40,29 , 

18,34,17 

19,37,22 

Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more 'air' 22,91 ,27 

Cutely compact floorstander has a delightful liveliness and lightness of touch to match 1ts luxury real wood finish 1 7,85,22 

An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 

Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically - lightweight, but clean and dextrous 

17,29,24 

20,86,26 

Sweet, smooth, clean and delicate tweeter justifies hefty pnce tag, but a little lacking in warmth and body overall 20,33,29 

Retains the beguiling midband coherence that made the ES12 such a favourite. A genume class act 

A dumpy ugly duckling w1th a heart of gold. Deserves a better tweeter, but communicates well 

Classically styled standmount has a fine balance of smoothness and dynamics, plus real wood veneer 

Looks slightly old-fashioned and sounds a bit coloured, but its fine timing and liveliness serve music well 

Some sharpness and nasality, but fine musical literacy plus a good measure of dynamic expression 

A tad bright perhaps, but a cleverly conceived and good-looking speaker at a very reasonable price 

Real wood and a cute shape, with a punchy driving bass and a restrained overall balance 

A fine all-rounder, this compact floorstander is lively and well balanced with good dynamic dnve and grip 

A little lean, cool and bright, but has righteous dynamic expression and lively communication skills 

Stylish 1f slightly small-sounding stand-mount with fine midband coherence; works well close to a wall 

Neat-looking and very discreet-sounding at a very nice price; experiment for best placement 

20,38,26 

22,88,29 

24,36,27 

23,43,30 

22,86,29 

1 8,87,34 

23,82,31 

20,94,28 

22,99,29 

22,35,30 

1 7,29,28 

Good-looking floorstander. Dynamics are a little limp, but it has a good overall balance. Excellent value for money 20,88,31 

Distinctive and dynamic - not the last world in subtlety but enjoyable with both music and video sources 

Super-quick sanies thanks to the C-CAM metalised drivers. Resolution and speed- a great value box 

A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 

An even and open loudspeaker that is both detailed and precise. A budget gem 

21,32,34 

18,30,24 

19,90,27 

21,90,27 

A 30 

A 28 

A 62 

A 30 

A 30 

A 23 

A 25 

A 60 

A- 25 

A 30 

A 50 

A 45 

A+ 30 

A 25 

A 40 

A 30 

A 40 

A 40 

A+ 30 

A+ 25 

A+ 27 

A 30 

A- 30 

A 40 

A- 22 

A 22 

A 30 

A 40 

A 25 

A+ 58 

A 45 

A 20 

A 50 

226 

21 5 

237 

21 5 

211 

226 

234 

235 

231 

208 

225 

227 

237 

237 

215 

231 

231 

215 

193 

201 

1 99 

215 

224 

210 

227 

224 

234 

226 

215 

228 

236 

237 

234 

lilj>£-J:E\1 SIZE WxHxD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FlOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplrfier needs (approximately) to drive the 

loudspeaker eNectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A· 1 OD watts plus ACT Active- the speaker has its own in-built amplrfier BASS FROM How low the speaker goes- the smaller the number the deeper tile bass. FREE 
SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WAll The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 
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.. Arcam 
DVSS DVD Player 

� = ·� --
:""':-".r;,"': • •• • .-� Ill -- .. - - - � ·-· -

A Saving of £400.00 
Excellent DVD & good CD replay 

at a bargain price. Few only' 

Composite, S-video, component 

Last few display units available - Black & Silver output & analogue audio output 

AVR200 Receiver �._,c.e You save £soo.oo 

cP��o £1298 ---=�: 
• , • t • ,  -·-;:-.,.--:Ja:>a..: � • 

•o •• •• .;:_... · · �· 

On its own - AVR200 Price £799 - Silver or Black 
o What you get! 
I Available for audition 

I Full two year warranty 

.. Arcam 

FMJ CD23 Player 
• c==-

,. 

CD23 - Non Text model - Available in Silver only 

o What you get! 
I Full two year warranty 

.. Arcam 

P85 Power Amp 

P85 Power Amplifier - Offer available in Silver only 

.. Arcam 

CD92 Player 

CD92 - Non Text model -Available in Black (few in Silver) 

.. Save an extra £100! 
Buy a DV88 with an AVR200 

Receiver - and get the DV88 
DVD player for only £499!!! 

I 0% APR if required 

I Local Delivery & installation 

��'"""
"':!.� 

£789 
� A Saving of £360.00 

A great chance to own an FMJ 

CD23 for a DiVa price. T his CD 

player is in a class of its own at 

this price. Few only Call NOWI 

I 0% APR if required 

I Local Delivery & installation 

��'""�
"'� 

£395 
� A Saving of £134.00 

Bought an A85 recently? Now 

you have the chance to top up 

your power and bi-amp for a 

£134 less. Hurry though, we 

only have a few at this price I 

c,...,
�t:�.� 

£499 
�'l> A Saving of £350.00 

We have a very limited quan­

tity of this superb player on 

offer with an even greater 

saving available if you buy 

with and AVR200 Receiver. 

0 Save an extra £50! Buy a CD92 for £449 when purchsed with an AVR200 Receiver. Total price only £1248 

.. Arcam/Mission 
CD62/A65 +/M72 

Complete with 6m QED spkr lead 

Arcam CD62 player. A65 + amplifier & Mission M72 Speakers 
I Available for audtion - come & listen 

SarB £120.00!!! 

£759 
0 Want different speakers? 
Upgrade to KEF Ul speakers add £70 

Upgrade to B&W 601 s3 spkrs add 

Upgrade to Mission M51 spkrs add 

Please call for additional system upgrades 

o What you get' 
I Free Delivery & Local Installation 

* Interest free credit or deferred credit 
is available for purchases of £400 or 

above over 6 - 12 mths. Call for details 
single or combined purchases included 

PRODUCT RANGE 
Arcam * AVI * B&W * Chord Co * Denon 

Linn * Mission * Nairn * PMC * ProAc 
Pro-ject * Pioneer * Rega * REL * Spendor 

Sennheiser * Sugden * TAG * Yamaha 
THE A LIST 

Arcam DiVA CD72T CD Player ...... . ... £ �9.00 

Arcam DiVA CD82T CD Player NEW! ... £599.00 
Arcam DiVA A65+ Amplifier NEW! . . .... £3 �.00 
Arcam FMJ DV27 DVD Player ...... £1595.00 
Linn Genki CD Player ... . ... ........ £995.00 
Nairn CD 5 Player ....... . .... . .. . ... £1150.00 
Linn Kolector\LK85 Pre/Power ......... . £950.00 
Linn Pekin Tuner ....... £5 � .00 
Nairn Nait 5 Amplifier ... £825.00 

Nairn FlatCap-2 Power Supply NEW! .. ... £ 1!9.00 

Nairn NAC 202 Preamp NEW! . . . . .£1375.00 

Nairn NAP 200 Power Amp NEW! ...... £13 �.00 

Rega Planet 2000 CD Player . . . £ �8.00 

Rega P 2 T(T inc RB250 arm NEW! . . .. £198.00 

Rega P 3 T(T inc RB3 00 arm NEW! . . ..... £298.00 
Pro-ject Debut MM inc Arm/Cart ....... . £115.00 
Sugden Bijou Amp & Preamp . . . . . . .£1228.00 

Sugden Bijou Class A Power Amp NEW! .£12 �.00 
TAG Mclaren AV32R Processor .. . ... . . £2299.00 
TAG Mclaren DVD32R DVD Player . .... . £3995.00 

B&W OM 601/3 Speakers NEW! ......... £2 �.00 
B&W CM2 Speakers . ....... . . £550.00 

B&W VM1 lifestyle 5 Spkr+Sub NEW! . .. £850.00 

KEF KTH2005 lifestyle 5 Spkr+Sub . . . . . .£799.00 

Linn Katan Speakers NEW! .. . . . .  £635.00 

Mission M51 Speakers NEW! . . . .. . .. £299.00 
Spendor S3 Speakers .... . . . . . . . . .. . .. £599.00 
E&OE - Arcam, KEF- Shop callers only 

Display Bargains up to so7oott 
Area m FMJ A22 Amp/Dave (was 18 �) . . . £999.00 

Arcam FMJ P25 3 Ch P/Amp (was 999 ) . . . £599.00 

Lexicon MC1 Processor (was 5500) . . £3995.00 

Linn Kan Speakers (was 3251 .. . .... . . . . £235.00 

Linn Keosa Speakers (was �5) . .. . .. . .. £279.00 

Linn Ninka - Cherry Spkrs (was 985) . . .. . £725.00 

Linn Keilidh Spkrs Black S/H (new 775)60% £299.00 

Linn LK85 Power Amp (was �5) . ..... . . £369.00 

Linn LK140 Power Amp (was 750) . . .... . £550.00 

Linn Keltik Speakers Wal (was 6 000) .. . . £2995.00 

Linn LP12/Lingo/Akito S/H (new 2250) . . .  £1195.00 

Marantz DV4100 DVD (was 399 ) 50% . . . . £179.00 

Marantz DV7000 DVD (was 599 )  50% . . .. £259.00 

Nairn NAP 250 Power Amp (was 18 05) .. £1339.00 

Nairn NAP 250 S/H Power Amp (was1 ll5) .£999.00 

Nairn COS 2 CD Player (was 6265) ...... £4595.00 

Nairn NAP500 Power Amp (was 1 0995) .. £7995.00 

Nairn lntro Speakers Beech (was 79 0) . ... £579.00 

ProAc Tablette 2000 Speakers (was 6 � )  .. £456.00 

PMC LB1 Speakers (was 9991 . ........ . . £599.00 

Rotel RV985 DVD Player (was 625) 50% ... £299.00 

TAG DV32R DVD Player (was 3995) .... . £2995.00 
2 year warranty on most goods. U.K. Delivery £5 per item 
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Our favourite o GROUP TEST BEST BUY o GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED �EDITOR'S CHOICE E:l NEW GEAR REVIEW 

STEREO SPEAKERS cont•nued 

Stereo speakers 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 

IT] 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

[iJ 

Neat Petite Ill 845 

Opera SP-1 525 

PMC TB2 700 

Sonus Faber Concerto Home 999 

Spendor S3 600 

Tannoy mX2 150 

Tannoy Revolution R2 400 

Tannoy Eyris 1 600 

Tannoy Eyris 2 

Tannoy Mercury mX3-M 

Triangle Antal XS 

Wharfedale Diamond 8.2 

999 

229 

875 

150 

ABOVE £1.000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

� 

D 
EC 

Arcaydis Concept 2 

ATC SCM20 SL 

ATC SCM10A 

ATC SCM50A SL 

Audio Note AN-EID 

Audio Note AN -J/SPe 

B&W Nautilus 805 

B&W Nautilus 802 

B&W Nautilus 801 

B&W Nautilus 800 

B&W Signature 805 

BC Acoustique Araxe 

Castle Harlech S2 

Castle Howard S3 

Dali Noble 

1,199 

2,051 

1,269 

7,255 

1,520 

1,675 

1,400 

6,000 

8,500 

11,000 

2,250 

1,300 

1,000 

1,350 

1,059 

Dali Evidence 870 1,249 

Dynaudio Audience 82 1 ,460 

Dynaudio Contour 1 .3 Mkll 1,198 

Excel 202A 1 ,795 

Harbeth Super HL5 1,699 

Infinity lntermeuo 2.6 1 .600 

JBL Ti-2K 1.250 

JMiab Cobalt 826 1 ,279 

JMiab Micro Utopia 3,349 

Linn Katan Aktiv/LK140 2,325 

COMMENTS 

The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 

A strong case for serious hi-fi with curves. Sound is clear, crisp and detailed 

A worthy successor to the TB1, which sets a high standard in its size/type for neutrality and transparency 

Looks good and sounds better. Great midband communication skills, well aligned for close-to-wall siting 

Beautifully voiced, unboxy, lacks some dynamic and loudness capabilities. Best suited to small rooms 

Surprisingly refined considering its very modest price very communicative with outstanding midband delicacy 

Bargain price real wood floorstander is beautifully voiced and very even-handed, if a tad laid back 

Pricey but very cute wallmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and del1cacy 

This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 

Beautifully balanced and voiced, with low coloration and good transparency, but could be more dynamic 

Ugly duckling has a rather tasty sound, with plenty of vigour and excitement 

Sonically a bit crude and in yer face, but neat styling and plenty of speaker for your money 

Solid oak floorstander is a little lazy sounding, but is well balanced and smooth with modest coloration 

Not too transparent, but has great dynamic grip and bass to die for. Needs a powerful amp 

Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 

350W of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 

Th1s classic large standmount might have throwback aesthetiCS, but it delivers an exceptional all-round sound 

Retro styling, but a vigorous and dynamic performer that creates fine musical tension 

A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and 'unboxy', delivering loads of detail 

Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder's art. Needs real power, but gives real sound 

The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 

Unequivocal challenge for world domination. One of the most revealing speakers around 

Staggering transparency and resolution for the money, one of the best standmounts money can buy 

Neat compact floorstander is a very lively communicator, if a little short on deep bass grunt 

Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 

A solid all-rounder with uniquely spacious imaging, bit pricey compared to some though 

Easy on the eye and the ear, but unerringly musical. Some might prefer harder-hitting dynamics and bass 

20,31,20 

16,29,23 

20,41,31 

24,36,34 

17,31,21 

19,33,25 

17,94,24 

17, 35, 26 

17,91,26 

19,87,25 

22,108,30 

21,37,25 

19,90,26 

24,44,33 

23,39,31 

35,72,48 

36,79,28 

33,59,25 

24,42,31 

39,111,55 

52,111,69 

45,120,65 

24,42,34 

21,92,30 

20,96,33 

21, 99, 32 

18,117,23 

A real heavyweight, sonically and physically, and good for movies as well as music 25,106,36 

Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential 22,106,36 

Outstanding performer among compact standmounts; neutral, with fine punch and dynamic range 20,38,29 

Very pro-styling, a compact active monitor in the BBC tradition - neutral, unboxy and laid back 

Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 

Bi-amp speaker sounds laid back and 'disappears' acoustically; highly enjoyable, looks and sounds great 

Solid standmount with boat-tail rear end and highly detailed, spacious sound alongside weighty bass 

Big three-way French floorstander is lively, informative and mostly neutral, if a tad bright 

Superb top-of-the-line standmount with magnificent powers of analysis and communication; no deep bass 

Too small to have much grunt or loudness, but bright top is very sweet, clean and detailed 

� Living Voice Avatar 2,700 Dynamic and highly resolved, yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 

15,21 5,36 

33,64,31 

25,38,29 

42,28,42 

22,103,34 

26,43,41 

17,34,23 

22,104,27 

SPECIFICATIONS 

.., � fi1 � 
0 � � 0 
0 "' 

� s 

A 30 

A 50 

A 30 

A 40 

A- 30 

A 45 

A- 20 

A 20 

A+ 45 

A- 40 

A- 30 

A- 25 

A- 65 

A 45 

A 38 

A+ 20 

A 38 

A 28 

A- 34 

A- 34 

A- <20 

A- 42 

A- 40 

A 50 

A+ 38 

A 41 

A- 20 

A 30 

A- 45 

ACT 25 

A 30 

A+ 27 

A 45 

A- 35 

A- 50 

ACT 40 

A+ 40 

211 

225 

211 

233 

224 

207 

193 

227 

231 

234 

219 

226 

211 

219 

221 

218 

204 

219 

199 

183 

186 

231 

232 

204 

219 

229 

225 

204 

229 

219 

214 

233 

233 

230 

219 

220 

214 

218 
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BUYER'S BIBLE 
Our favourite o GROLI' TEST BEST BUY� GROUP TEST RECOMMENDED [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE El NEW GEAR REVIEW 

SPECIFICATIONS STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
1\1 � � � � -� 'ii � 8 

i 
0 0 "' 

� 
Stereo speakers 
STATUS PRODUCT 

[ill Living Voice Avatar OBX-R 4,000 

D Meridian M33 1,560 

[ii] Nairn Allae 1,990 

[ill Nairn NBL 6,925 

[ill Nairn SL-2 4,995 

[ill Neat Ultimatum MF9 8,500 

[ii] PMC LB1 1,150 

D PMC FB1 1,410 

[ii] PMC AML1 3,700 

[ill PMC 182 6,150 

[ill Royd Revelation RR2 1,199 

[ii] Ruark Prologue 11 1,250 

[ii] Ruark CL20 1,650 

0 Snell E.S Mk2 1,520 

[ii] Spendor SP2/3e 1,295 

[ii] Spendor S8 1,700 

[ill Spendor S9 2,500 

[ill TAG McLaren F1 17,995 

[ill Tannoy Dimension TD1 0 5,000 

[ill Tannoy Dimension TD12 6,500 

[ii] T +A Talis TLS3 1,799 

[ii] Vandersteen 2Ce Sig 1,990 

[ill Veritas H3 6,000 

[ii] Vienna Acoustics Mozart 1,500 

[ii] Waterfall Victoria 1,500 

[ill Wilson Benesch Chimera 15,000 

[ill Wilson benesch Discovery 5,500 

COMMENTS 

Discreet, but extremely fine design with external crossover and an affinity with great amps and sources 

Compact active wallmount packs remarkable dynamic vigour into a very discreet package 

Chunky little floorstander has a 'cold' overall balance, but remarkable powers of musical analysis 

Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative, with an awesome dynamic range and dry, !onward balance 

Delivers magnificent musical analysis and commu111cation skills in a notably discrete physical package 

Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and fine open neutrality 

Still fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic 

Has the lively coherence of a simple two-way, alongside impressive bass weight and extension 

Sparkling active Pro monitor with serious attitude, 'in yer face' balance and great dynamics 

Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 

Pretty little floorstander delivers genuinely deep bass without 'thump'; lovely clean, open midband loo 

Attractive shape with a punchy and unusually open and neutral sound that's impressively free from harshness 

This punchy rock'n'roller has plenty of drive and enthusiasm, but can sound aggressive 

Large floorstander has serious deep bass extension, and also a delicate midband with low coloration 

Large standmount is polite to a fault, but has beautiful 'hear-through' transparency- a genuine classic 

Classic midband neutrality and transparency, the SB has great subtlety and fine bass grunt too 

Meaty three-way with superb bass and explicit mid - one for detail fans 

Oddball aesthetics with accurate, unflappable, controlled and consistent sonic neutrality 

Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 

Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality- a tour de force 

Super-slim and beautifully engineered metal towers deliver marvellous musical results with superb imaging 

Very superior mid band neutrality, impressive freedom from boxiness and splendid stereophony. A classic 

Loads of fun with wonderful dynamic and temporal integrity from horn-loaded Lowther drivers 

Gorgeous slimline floorstander sounds very laid back, but also very charming and musical 

Glass enclosures go with any decor. The Victorias make music in a confident and involving way 

Elegant with lovely sonic delicacy and plenty of weight too. Works best at low levels, but a difficult load to drive 

Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 

� 

22,104,27 

15,38,22 

24,94,28 

29,116,47 

28,103,33 

22,150,40 

17.5,53,26 

20,105,31 

20,40,32 

33,74,47 

19,89,18 

22.5,96,24 

23,93,34 

22,109,30 

28,55,33 

23,92,32 

24,99.8,38 

40,127,48 

35,101,37 

42,126,41 

15,130,17 

41, 109, 26 

30,110,47 

17,97,30 

21,100,21 

24,145,55 

23,47,38 

� !§ 

A+ 45 196 

ACT 45 214 

A 40 229 

A- 20 200 

A- 20 232 

A- 20 226 

A- 40 199 

A 20 204 

A 25 214 

A- 25 237 

A- 20 221 

A+ 40 229 

A 38 219 

A 20 211 

A+ 50 219 

A+ 40 229 

A+ 37 223 

A- 25 202 

A- 38 215 

A- 23 225 

A 30 225 

A- 30 229 

A+ 50 191 

A- 25 199 

A 45 225 

A- 20 234 

A- 45 212 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound ® Multichannel speaker systems have a 

front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a 

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) 
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 

subwoofer. For best results, each of these 

speakers bar the sub should be identical. 

The problem is that few surround systems 

are dedicated to music and perform a 

home cinematic role as well, meaning the 

centre speaker has to sit above or below a 

video monitor. Centre channels are 

usually wide and short for this reason. 

This should not be a barrier to great 

surround for music and movies however, 

as many brands make centre channels with 

a very close sound to their L/R designs. 

Music vs movies 
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 

recordings tend to be mastered with 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 

position which is as far behind the listener 

as the front channels are in front. 5.1 
movie soundtracks tend to place surround 

channels not so far behind and to the side 

of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 

will dictate a limited range of placement 

options, but if you are a dedicated music 

fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations 

in the booklet supplied with SACD discs. 

SET-UP SUBWOOFERS 
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 

with as much care as you would stereo sys­

tems, but practical issues tend to have a signif­

icant bearing on surround and centre speaker 

placement Surround channels can be floor­

standing or wallmounted, and centres usually 

have to perch on the TV or underneath it 

Given these limitations, adjust your VR front 
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speakers to give the best tonal match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you listening, 

'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses 

in front of the listening position -this gives a 

wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 

it should be placed near the front speakers. Use 
a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 

among others) to accurately set levels. 

Subs start working where stereo speakers 

run out of steam at low frequencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-<ontrolled 

bass rather than more of it. They usually 

have on board amplification (active) and 

connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 

Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up. 

FREE Hi-Fi Upgrade 
hififorsale com ltd's Aud1ophileCandy 
2003 accessories catalogue 2003 

Our NEW Edition Features: 

• A massive selection of doss leading 
audio accessories from manufacturers 
fhroughout fhe world 

• Overviews Jnd advice fror 
leading indusfry experts 

• The lolesf Industry News 

Removes all copy protect signals, distorted 

horizontal and vertical sync signals plus 

teletext information · all of which may affect 

signal stability. Allows perfect viewing and 

recording of DVD, Videotape and Satellite movies. 

Available in 2 versions giving you a choice of simple Phono 



HEADPHONES 
For your ears only 

® Headphones come in several varieties and 

some are designed for particular usage. The 

majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and 

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 

from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. 

Other types also exist, most significantly 

electrostatics that use a charged panel membrane to 

produce a distinctly refined sound. These are 

supplied with their own dedicated amplifiers, which 

tends to increase the price. 

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 

closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy 

(or noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 

leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to 

have a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are 

also three variants of earpad design: circumaurals 

Our favourite 

enclose the ear and press on your head, supra-aura Is 

press on the ear and intra-aura Is sit in the ear and 

are particularly popular with personal stereo users. 

Getting the best from your cans 
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite 

as straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging 

them into the output on your CD player or amp will 

not give particularly engaging results unless you are 

very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening, 

invest in a dedicated amp- the increase in 

dynamics is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of 

models are made and prices start at around £80 for 

a QED, a little more for designs from, say, Creek or 

Musical Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look 

up the valve-�owered Earmax. 

HEADPHONES 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
PRODUCT 

AKG K44 

AKG K100 

AKG K270 Studio 

Audio Technica ATH-040fs 

Grado SR60 

Grado SRBO 

Philips HP890 

Sennheiser HD590 

Sony MOR-CD480 

Technics RP-FBOO 

Slax System 11 

Vivanco SR222S 

£ COMMENTS 

20 Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 

36 Leather-clad groover with bags of power and clarity, for a respectable asking price 

129 Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 

105 Deta1led and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal 

90 For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 

110 Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise. 

70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

160 Assured and conlident player with very low coloration and great comfort 

40 Generally neutral and nicely detailed - comlortable too 

50 Comfortable budget model that sounds sublime with great dynamics 

400 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 

30 Not that subtle, but high lun factor compensates 
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• • 200 

• • 330 

• • 270 

• 250 

160 

• • • 295 

• 250 

219 

205 

230 

194 

194 

230 

219 

205 

219 

205 

205 

219 

JiQjif .. J:UI ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers elc 

Tel: 020 8348 5676 (2-7pmJ 
Fax: 020 8341 9368 

Email: ConnectionCable@aol.com 

Esoteric High Fidelity Cables 
Dealers in: Absolute • Audio Note • Audioquest • Deltec • Electrocompaniet • Harmonix • Kimber • Mandrake 

... the RIGHT cables 
... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 
... in YOUR home 

• MIT • Siltech • Symo • Transparent • Van den Hul • WBT • and others 

Contact us by phone, fa� or em all and we 'I/ 
do our best to help you achieve your goal . 
(Auditions may be subiect to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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HI·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together ® Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 

interconnects and speaker cables. 

Interconnects come 1n preset 

lengths, generally with RCA phono plugs 

attached, though some equipment uses XLR 

connectors for balanced connection. Speaker 

cable is sold by the metre and can be used 

without pi ugs or ea n be fitted with screw or 

solder-on types. 

Choosing the best cables is not quite as 

Our favourite 

CABLES 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
PRODUCT COMMENTS 

INALOGU£ INT£RCONN£CTS 

straightforward as it might seem. One 

problem is that components interact with the 

cables you use and this often results in 

audible effects, but there are few cables that 

are fundamentally incompatible with any 

components, and we recommend the advice 

of a good dealer. In any case, you should look 

to spend as much as you can afford. 

Digital cables come in two flavours: 

electrical and optical. In most instances 

Acoustic Research Master 50 Decent pertormance all round and good interterence rejection 

Cable Talk Advanced 3 35 Good sound and great detail, but a slight brashness in the treble 

Chord Calypso 30 Informative, clear sound at a decent price 

Ecosse The Composer 30 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 

Ecosse Reference Diva 100 Very good pertormance in all areas, with particularly fine, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 

lxos Gamma Audition 11 30 Detailed and neutral, with just a hint of pleasant mellowness 

Monster lnterlink 400 Mk2 70 Really lively and enJoyable sound 

Profigold PGA4201 5 No pretensions, but sound is pertectly listenable with fa1r detail and extension 

Prowire VHQ 10 This crisp cable lacks a little refinement, but it's great for the price 

QED Qunex 1 20 Well balanced and easily rivals more expensive cables 

electrical varieties sound better than optical, 

but if you are after a smoother sound the 

light carriers have the advantage, as they do 

if long lengths are needed (lOm+) Optical 

outputs tend to have Toslink connectors 

(around 99 per cent), but some electrical 

digital outputs are of the superior BNC type, 

which uses a bayonet-type socket. Check 

which type your digital component has before 

buying a digital interconnect. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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Townsl1end lsolda DCT 300 Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire • • 234 

van den Hut The Bay C5 45 Terrific detail, nice balance- a great cable 

van den Hut D1 02 Mk Ill 79 Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail 

Vivanco Prowire SHQ 30 Good pertormance all round. with just a hint of bass congestion. Very good value 

DIGITiliNT£RCONNICTS 

Audioquest Digital One 35 A neutral and capable cable that adds little or no character to the sound 

QED Qunex P75 25 A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced 

QED Qunex SR75 50 Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 

Ross QP004 20 Sounds much like most other Toslink leads: slightly lacking detail, but good value 

van den Hut Optocoupler Mkll 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 

SPUKER CABLES PRICE P£R M£TR£ 

Black Rhodium Aero Space S 13Qx2 20 Si-wire cable with great kick in the bass, though the treble can sound dry and recessed 

Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 

Electrofluidics Monolith 2020 45 Excellent bass extension and very fine pertormance elsewhere - one of the best cables available all round 

lxos Gamma 6003 3 A little midrange dryness, but bass is among the best at thiS price; strong and consistent 

Kimber 4PR 5 Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 

Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board. Price for 1m terminated pair 

Kimber 8TC 39 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 

QED Silver Anniversary 5 A few minor flaws, but overall pertormance is very assured for this price 

OED XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 

QED Profile Silver 12 15 Very slightly laid back, but good tone and detail - wears its achievements lightly 

Supra Ply 3.4/S 8 Good in all areas, with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness 

Tara Labs Prism Nexa 10 Slight tonal softness affects both bass and treble, but the overall sound is very listenable 

Townshend lsolda 50 Superb sound all round, and amplifier compatibility enhanced by included stab1l1sing inductor 

van den Hut The Snowline 5 A hint of high-end civilisation with a few rough edges and a slightly warm balance 

(iJH'J:ljl STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more indiVIdually insulated strands to conduct the Signal. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical. 0 - optical 

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated. 
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MATE SONICS 
DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY & AFFORDABLE HIGH END HI-FI AND HOME THEATRE EQUIPMENT 

The Ultimate Solution for all electrical 
mains problems - Hear the difference 

PS Audio Power plant 

AC regeneration 
- the most 

sophisticated 
solution 

available 

from 

£1745 

Ultimate Outlet 

New high 
current Ultimate 
Outlet from PS Audio 
- reduces mains noise and 
improves sound quality. 
Innovative circuitry means it 
performs like no other 

xStream Digital 

Synergistic research 

£240 

Best in test - Hi-Fi Choice 
Reviewed by Jimmy Hughes 

PS Audio Lab Cables - as always, the affordable option 

250W stereo 8 Ohms 
SOOW stereo 4 Ohms 
1800W stereo 4 
Ohms 
Built-in Power Plant 

The Classic 250 
will be recognised as one of 
the �?rid's finest power 

£4290 amphf1ers 

£1550 

) 

HCA-2 Amplifier 
lSOW per channel into 8 ohms 
225W per channel into 4 ohms 

Built in High Current Ultimate Outlet 
The coolest running stereophile class A rated amp 

- will drive ANY loudspeaker ever made 

Try one in your system • 14 days no obligation trial 
For more product information visit our web site at www.ultimate-sonics.com 

Check out our pre used pages on the web for bargains 

Tel: 020 7435 1222 Fax: 020 7435 1300 Email: sales@ultimate-sonics.com 
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THE COMPLETE HOME CINEMA BUYING GUIDE 

PWS! 421NCH PLASMA SCREENS ON TEST 

ON SALE NOW 



BUYER'S BIBLE 

STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipment racks and speaker stands ® In hi-fi there are two types of stand. One is a rack that holds 

turntables, amps, CD players and so on and is described as an 

equipment support, and the other is a speaker stand. The 

latter comes in three basic varieties, two for stand mount speakers: 

said to have a quicker sound, while heavyweights give deeper bass and 

a calmer sound. The third speaker stand type is a platform that sits 

under floorstanding speakers or speaker/stand combinations, the 

pneumatic Townshend Seismic Sink being an example. 

lightweight, multi legged types; and heavy designs with fewer legs and 

the ability to be mass-loaded for extra solidity. The lighter variety is 

There are two speaker-to-stand interfacing options: spikes or Blu Tak 

in each corner of the top plate. Try both and take your pick. 

Our favourite 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
Equipment supports 
PRODUCT £ 
Aavik Furniture A4 350 

Atacarna Equinox 280 

Audiophile Furniture Base 615 

Avid lsoschelf 1.100 -
Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt 550 

Custom Design Aspect650 270 

Elemental Audoo lsotube X4 849 

Nairn Fraim 1,825 
Ouadraspire 04 280 

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 

Sound Organisation Z560 195 

Standesign Design 4 190 

Towshend Seismic Sink Stand 900 

Our favourite 

COMMENTS 
Good sound and stylish Scandinavoan looks at an affordable price 

Stable. modular desogn with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 

Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities- a worthy upgrade 

An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 

Stunnong neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its pertorrnance makes the price tag good value 

Smart looks and practical thanks to ad;ustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 

A hefty stand that demonstrates just how much difference a good support can make 

Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 

Simple. but modestly effective and very attractive 

Excellent pertormance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 

Excellent value rack. five shelves too' Well balanced and under 200 quid! 

An all-in-one support at a budget price, with good sonic pertormance 

Serious resolution and stunning isolation from air decoupled self-levelling design. If you have the cash, buy one 

SPEAKER STANDS 
Speaker stands 
PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 

g 
80.5 

81 

82 

87.5 

75 

66 

90 

96 
52 

51.5 

92 

88.5 

61 

ffi "' 
:!i 

Atacama Nexus 6 60 An excellent all-round pertormer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 60,50 

Gyrus CLS50 Stand 200 64 

Custom Design R/S300 Mkll 100 

Unusual combination of style and pertormance, and a definite contender in the right environment 

A solid stand improving on the origonal, with better focus and detail 61,56,51 

hne Cableway 399 

Kudos S50 115 

Partington ANSA 60-- -
90 

Partington Dreadnought 100 

Partington Dreadnought Ultimate 299 

Sound Organisation Z522 95 

Townshend Seismic Sink 499 

Looks great sounds great, so start saving' Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 

Forrnodable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 

Super heavyweoght stand that is an open window to the speaker placed on it 

Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 

Umque Inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 

l!•PIIU,\Ij, 1(ii)UUo!;iF£i"!'f1:!U HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square plattorm. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on. SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of. 

63 

61 

62 
61 

63 

60 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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47 MDF 

50,50 4 Glass 

43 4 MDF 

48 5 MDF 

53.5,45 MDF 

46 4 Glass 

49 4 Glass 

45,34 5 Glass 

49 MDF 

49,39.5 4 MDF 

50,40 5 Glass 

50.8 Glass 

53,39.5 MDF 
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17, 19 

16.5,18 

17. 20 

15, 20 

18,15 
17, 15 

21.24 

16 

38,48 

lii! t:!j;lit-1:1•&-liUj'f't:!U HEIGHT Of each stand, not includong spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates. 

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. 
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GLOSSARY 
TECHNICAL TERMS 

S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels. typically front left and right. 

centre, surround left and right. and lFE 

(low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - hence 'low bass' refers to 

the bottom octave (20-40Hz); 'mid-bass' 

the middle octave (40-80Hz); and 'upper 

bass' the 80·160Hz octave. 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri·amp) 

loudspeakers equipped vvth separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate (matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver. 

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire) 

loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each driver can be driven by 

separate cable runs between the amp 

and each driver. 

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised. 

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable 

CD, incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

amplifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class 8, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time. 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion while Class B 

tends to generate less heat. 

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a �van 

and Class 8 thereafter. 

CLIPPING An amplifier's output 

waveform is 'dipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

available to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point. 

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 

used to generate a timing reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc. 

CROSSOVER A simple electrical net­

work which divides the full bandwidth 

signal received from the power amplifier, 

appo�ioning appropriate parts of the 

spearum to the various drive units. 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in the band 

217.5 · 230MHz. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and oHer 

a broad range of programming. 

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Conve�er. 

The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform. 

DOLBY DIGITAL DD (AO) 

A compressed digital audio format that 

typically contains five or more entirely 

discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX where side 

and rear channels are used. 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 

to DD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR. centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix. 

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over 100kHz and a dynamic 

range over 120dB, it has over four times 

the data capacity of CD. 

DSP or Digital Signal Processor. 

Integrated circuit that handles the 

decoding of digital audio streams. In 5.1 

processors it separates the left from right 

and front from rear while managing the 

various bass options. 

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound 

Competitor to Dolby Digital with a 

reduced 41 compression ratio that, 

ostensibly, promises higher quality. 

DVD-A High-resolution variant on DVD 

offering up to 192kHz bandwidth and 

24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connectoo that uses an electncal cable 

rather than optical. lndudes the balanced 

(f\EIIEBU) interface. 

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, 

and in total they probably have rather 

more to do with the 'personality' of CD 

player sound than most other factors. 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range 

of frequencies. from low to h1gh, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce. 

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

which is driving it. 

JITTER An insidious distortion specific 

to digital audio caused by the clock, 

used to regulate the conversion of data 

into analogue audio, being imprecise. 

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, 

the better the quality. 

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 

source component (except phono car­

tridges) gives an output in the region of 

t ·2V. referred to as 'line level'. lt follows 

that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable. 

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A 

method of reducing the number of data 

bits (density) without corrupting the orig­

inal description of the musical signal. 

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a psycho­

acoustical model that predids what is, 

and what is not, 'audible' within a 

sequence of music. 

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the 

ear is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

160Hz up to 3kHz. 

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc 

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance (below I 00 

ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 

most amplifiers, even with long 

interconnea cables. 

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue wave­

forms used for CD and DVD. Quality is 

limited by the oversample and bit rates 

used -CD is 44.1 kHz/16-bit while 

DVD-A is capable of 192kHzl24-bit. 

PRESENCE BAND C11tical section of 

the audio band at the point where 

midrange and treble meet. 

QUANTISATION NOISE A fonn of 

distortion or ooise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by the 

digital code. 

SACD (super audio CD) was launched in 

1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 

on DSD coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives. 

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is sliced up into discrete 

chunks. For CD this is 44.1 kHz or once 

every 0.023msec. DVD will also suppo� 

48kHz and 96kHz. 

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness 

that a speaker generates for a specific 

voltage input. Expressed in decibels per 

watt (dB/W). 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes amplifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. 

THX Ultra is more stringent than THX 

Select. 

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer applications. 

TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 

types of power semicondudor used in 

solid state amplifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end 

of the audio band, ie above 3kHz. 

TWEETER Treble driver. 

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two-way 

speaker can have more than two 

drive units. 

WATTS (per channel) The watt is the 

unit of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amplifier output. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 

sonic character. 

AMBIENCE The impression of an 

acoustical space. such as the 

performing hall in which a recording 

was made. 

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them. 

ATTACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ability of a system to 

reproduce the attack transients in 

music. 

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel balance, the 

relative level of the left and right 

stereo channels. 

BODY Fullness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin. 

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audible cabinet resonances. 

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper mid range/lower treble. 

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with inoeasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright. 

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 

follows the attack. 

DEFINITION (or resolution) The 

ability of a component to reveal the 

subtle information that is fundamental 

to high fidelity sound. 

DEPTH (of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabiting a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original recording. 

DETAIL The most delicate elements 

of the original sound and those which 

are the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment. 

DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 

which usually comes across as fine­

grained and lean. Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a 

damped environment. 

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both large and small. 

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 

distonion that generally enhances 

perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps. 

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap' 

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image projection. 

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 

aggressive sound, a sense of the 

image being projected in front of the 

speakers and of music being forced 

upon the listener. 

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed 

sound which lacks finesse. 

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass. 

GRUNT lee grip. 

HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 

aggressive sound with a metallic 

tinge. 

HARSH Grating, abrasive. 

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or instrument is in a particular 

place in the room. 

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 

energy and life. 

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

sounds in a recording. 

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

the sound. 

NATURALNESS Realism. 

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

transparency. 

OPEN Sound which has height and 

'air', relates to clean upper midrange 

and treble. 

PACE Often associated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of timing and beat. 

PRESENCE A sense of an instrument 

or voice occupying a place in the 

listening room. 

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

midrange. 

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear. 

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'I' 

sound, ohen heard on radio. 

SNAP A system with good speed and 

transient response can deliver the 

immediacy or 'snap' of live 

instruments. 

SPEED A fast system with good pace 

gives the impression of being right on 

the money in its timing. 

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

sound. 

THICK A lack of articulation and 

clarity in the bass. 

THIN Bass light. 

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

Instrument. 

TIMING A sense of precision in 

tempo. lee speed and pace. 

TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 

percussive sound. Good transient 

response makes the sound as a whole 

more live and realistic. 

TRANSPARENCY, transparent. A 

hear-through quality that is akin to 

clarity and reveals all aspects of detail. 

TWEAK To tune a system or 

component in an attempt to get the 

best performance from it. 

TWEAK ER Someone who enjoys this 

process. 

VEILED loss of detail due to limited 

transparency. 

WARM A fullness in the lower 

midrange/upper bass. 

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underpinning produced by deep, 

controlled bass. 
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Classified 

�_A 
HI-FI 

BIRMINGHAM 

IVIIJSI� IVI�--E�S 

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Area m, Audioquest, Audio Research, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, 

Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rote I, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Son us Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta and Yamaha. 

�A 
HI-FI 

344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 

0121 321 2445 

and NOW AT Ill The Parade. Suttnn Cnldfield, Birmingham 

LEICESTER 

• UK's largt.:SI )uppher ofltt loudspcah·rs- all on OCmonstration 

Ne14 range of Visa1011 Horn.: Ciocma kits ;tl'ailablc 

SUFFOLK 

• Ran£(' ofreplacernt'm dri'e units from ATC. 1-.lorel.l'ccrleis. Scan· 

�ak. Seas. Vi.>atoo. \'oh elt. for use in AR. Gale. Heybrook. IME KI--J.: 

Mission. ProAr. ROJ!er.>. TDL plus man) others 

• Comprellf"n�t\e Slod of components.cap;Kitoo: (SCR & Ho, land). 

mductm.cablc.darnptng and grillcmaterials. 

� toda} for your 1--"REE catalogue orche-(kout ourWcbsitc. 

WILMSLOW AUiliO 

50 Main Street, 8roughton Astley, 

Leicester L£9 6RIJ 

Tel: 01455286603 

F:n:: 01455 286605 

Website: www.wilmslowaudio.com 

655172 
c o m 

LONDON 

ARCAM • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA • BEY ER • CABLETALK • CHORD • 

CREEK • DIAPASON • EPOS • JADIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL• MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAD • NAIM • ONKYO 

• OPERA • PROJECT • QED • REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • SONUS FABER • 

SUGOEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • VIENNA • WILSON 

J J  .. 
AUDIO ANA.LOG U E COP LAND 

Clearance/ Second Hand I Ex Oem Equipment • Details on request 

0°/o Instant Finance Available 
Written details on request 

Dernonstrotion Room • Free c;or porking • Major Credit Cards 
Personal Export • Mail Order • Installation Service • Repair facilities 

5 mins vvalk Ravnes Park BR • 20 mins Waterloo 
5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park B282exit) • 25 mins M25 June 10 

60 Durham Rd. West Wimbledon. London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528 Fax: (020) 8946 0331 

Enulil: obrienhifi@iname.corn 

SURREY 

LINCOLNSHIRE ACCESSORIES 

TEL: 020 84201925 FAX: 020 84201928 

Lend us your ears and 
-we'll blo-w your mind . . .  

Does This Seem Familiar? 

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 

Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 

Yamaha and more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer _ _  _ 

ANDERS 
""-""""!'!'AU�O, O ·�TY· "�'DEO& �r-FI LTD. SATELLITE SALES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St_) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

0 0 0 
Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud 

it's a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible. The noise floor may be audible too. 
There is now a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Allenuators. They can be used 
with pre/power or integrated amps to cure the 
problems of excess gain and bring sonic benefits, 
even with the most expensive equipment. 

The cost is only £39 per pair delivered. 

To order, call Rothwell: 01204 397788 
or visil www.rothwellelectronics.co.uk 
See tne excellent reviews in Hi-Fi Choice, Hi-Fi World, Hi-Fi Plus and on the web at www.tnl-audio.com 



SALES & SERVICES 

THE M NUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY 

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Estimation procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarantees 

s 

Rapid Response Turnaro nd 

Full Revox range servic 

Written Technical Repo 

Late Evening Opening 

T"H E till A. T"E CH N D L D Gl Y 
TTL House. Sheeptick End. Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire. MK43 

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 84100 

DERBY 

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE AND SAVE UP TO 60% OFF A NEW ONE 

PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SALE PRICES 
BLACK RHODIUM, STAX, HALCRO, ALOIA, EPOS, OPTIMUM, SOUND ORGANISATION, TOM EVANS, 

THULE, GAMNUT, SHUN, MOCK, ASH DESIGN, SHURE, ALPHASON, TRANSPARENT, CABASSE, 
HADCOCK, NAD, TASCAM, MICHELL, ROKSAN, CLEARAUDIO, DENON, TRANSFIGURATION, KOETSU, 

SUMIKO, ORTOFON, SOUTHER, GRAHAM, VAN DEN HUL, EAR!YOSHINO, CONVERGENT AUDIO 
TECHNOLOGY, HARBETH, NORDOST, TEAC, SONY, SENNHEISER, GRADO, RESON, GOLDRING, QED, 

ARGENTO AUDIO, DECCA, MOTH, CREEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, APOLLO, SOUNDSTYLE 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. 
No ex-dem or ex-display equipment. No grey imports. Delivery is free (U.K. only). 

Goods are not supplied on approval. Sorry. no general catalogue. 
Please phone or write for specific details. 

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; 
7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ, U.K. 

TEL: 01283 702875 9AM-9PM INCLUDING SUNDAYS 

WEST SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex BN 11 l UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop wirh rhe besr sound 

n•srems in rhe Sourh. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agencies include: Dyuaudio, Exposure, Maranr:, 
Ore/le. Origin Live, Resrek, Ruark, Audio 

Technica, Talk E/ecrrouics, Targer, TDL, Tripod, 
Splrinr Laborarories aud many more. 

Classified 

SCOTLAND 

SPECIALIST 

Front End Problems? 
conracr: 

The Cartridge Man 
ltdresn'tllaletoCOSI an arm 3!1dalegtogel � besl- hstento my Koo�u -and­

Decra-�ter. 
AI�'!''" f� Croft Mob.lb.l:ud & Mich:U & EA� Gralnm Ske proj<ru. 

VaheequlplllOlre-buildstf\"ictal·:!il:tble 

-Plus cartridge re-ripping smice 

020 8688 6565 
Website: n�vw.thecartridgeman.com 

: DERBY , WEB WATCH 

, 



, Classified 

LONDON 

��r,y Advertise iw tllese Page� 
Call Eloise on 020 7317 2429 

BRISTOL 

V, audio 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

Home demonstrations and honest advice a speciality, 
using specially selected equipment from 

AVI, ATC, AUDIO ANALOGUE, ALR JORDAN, ALON, ELECTROCOMI'ANIET, 
HEYBROOK, RUARK, SHEARNE, OPERA, ORACLE, MICHELL, MARK LEVINSON etc. 

Home cinema on demonstration using: 
SONY, NAKAM!CHI, HARMAN-KARDON, DAVIS, 

S!M2, STEW ART SCREENS, JAMBO, TRIANGLE etc 
Please dng ·for an appointrnent 

36 Druid Hill, St:oke Bishop, Brist:ol BS9 1EJ. 

�aD] 
"Iel: 0� .. 7 968 6005 VISA www_ vaudio ... co. uk 

BERKSHIRE 

·Frasers· 
Independent Audio Visual Specialists for 

over 20 years 
Demo Room Available 

Brands include: 
• ARCAM • ATACAMA • B & W • 

• DENON • (DENON GOLD) • KEF • 

• LOEWE • MARANTZ • MISSION • 

• MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAD • 

• PIONEER • PROJECT • REL • 

• SIM2 • TANNOY • 

• VIDEO LOGIC • YAMAHA • 

Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 
Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 

Tel: (01753) 531785 

LONDON 

THE INNOVATIVE 
Hl-Fl, HOME CINEMA 
& MULTI-ROOM 
RETAILER/INSTALER 

SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERS EA 

ORANGES & LEMONS 
Friendtyondefficientservice 0%Finon ceot�oilable 

JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S 

FRESH EST RETAILER 

AHCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLF CHORD CRFEK 

DENON EI'OS LINN MARANTZ NAD NAIM NEAT !'MC 

QED REGA ROKSAN KOTEL RUAI!K STA'-IDS U'JJQUF 

SOUNDSTYLE YAMAHA XANTECI-1 and many vthers 

020 7924 2040 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11 

t�� � website: www.oandlhifi.co.uk ��A''" 

MAIL ORDER 

FJe FOR TOTAL HI Fl 
& AV SHOPPING 

MARANTZ • TANNOY • TECHNICS • 

PANASONIC • PIONEER • SONY • JVC 

JAMO • TOSHIBA • HITACHI • CASTLE 

109 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, 
KENT DA6 7JH 
020 8298 7880 

Mail Order: 014 7 4 353000 (not avai�ble on Manmtz) 

SCOTLAND 

EAST SUSSEX 

REL • KEF • RUARK 

CABLETALK • ROTEL 

NAD•TANNOY 

NORMAN ROAD, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA, EAST SUSSEX 
Tel: 01424 437165 Fax: 01424 444148 

www.audio-shed.co.uk 

l 
MERIDIAN • YAMAHA 

MARANTZ • TACT 

TALK ELECTRONICS 

DYNAUDIO 



Doug Brady has been in the 
Hi-Fi business for 39 years, 
although his parents, Mr & 
Mrs W.A. Br ady founded 

the family business in the 1920's. 

W h ether your budget is £.1 ,000, 
£.10,000 or £.100,000 we take pride in 
getting it right for you. 

Kingsway Studios, Kingsway Norti\,Warrington, Cllesl'ure WAI 3NU 

Tei:OI925828009 Fax:OI925815773 

E-Mail:doug.brady@doogbradyhifi.com 

Penkridge, Stafford 

STI9 SUA 

01785711232 

At Audio Atmosphere nothing is 
more important to us than your 

listening and music making pleasure. 

That's why we offer you the highest 
quality audio products and the 

personal attention you deserve. 

www.audioatmosphere.com 

� tor ettSier! 

•My tubes are impessible 

to get hold of• 

� - 1. 0208 9042646, 
..:::':A. '- F. 01923 835311, 

,PlATFORM Platform 7, 3 Abbotts Drive, 

ISOGnoN PUmaMr- Wembley, Middlesex, HAO 358, UK 

Our isolation platforms are made 
from h1gh density marble and are 
the last word in hi·fi sound 
performance. The use or 
replacement with marble markedly 
improves performance from both 
speakers and hi·fi equipment. By 
being such an effective isolation 
material and yet a cost effective 
alternative to glass or wooden £59.00 per platform+ 
platlorms. £10.00 ptp 

HiFi & Home Cinema Specialists 
St Andrews St, Dundee 
1r (01382) 226592 

- Over 2,500 di1L'1L'erent tube types In stock at all times 

- We offer you the best prices around, Guaranteed 

- UK's first fully online tube ordering system 

Expert matching service by PM Valve Labs 

We sell only the world's BEST brands 

• Next day delivery (If ordered before 3pm) 

• Free delivery (on all order• over £50) 

- MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

- Trade e nquir e s  welcom e 



Classified 

Award Winning Retailers ... 

� 
The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists 

� Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000 

� Widest choice in the area � Independent advice 
� Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners 

� Over 35yrs experience � Qualified staff 

� Comfortable dem rooms � Superb showrooms 
� Main road location � Major car parks nearby 
� Insurance estimates � Service Dept. 

� Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 

� Carriage Free Mail Order (in c. credit) ·subject to status 

� Delivery & installation 

� Part Exchange 

� Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat. 

� Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc. 

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ 

Tel: 01904 629659 

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk 

r in high lidelily 1ound reproduction - 1ince t 961 

90% of our customers prefer our "warm and 
old-valve" sound to their expensive transistor 

preamplifiers & power amplifiers. We have a signed 
testimonial to prove that one customer prefers 

£1,000 "EL34 Lim Signature" to £2,600 preamp I 
power amp/power supply made by a famous name. 

Do you need further proof that price is not a 
substitute for the "valve sound" ? Money refunded 

to 10% of customers who prefer transistor amplifiers. 

Money back guarantee (less £30 return carriage, 
within 1 month) that our valve amplifiers deliver clear 

sweet treble, without harshness, from CD players 
+ 100% fatigue free + Sibilance on female voices 

is well controlled and greatly reduced. 
'His' sound like 'His' and not 'Hissssssssk' 

£1,000 £700 
+ Singers accentuation and accents become blatantly obvious + Random background noise/crossover distortion 

disappears, creating an inky black silence, so you can hear quiet notes, breathing noise, artificial reverberation, etc 
+ more powerful bass slam than most transistor amplifiers and most Single Ended amplifiers + 40 watts (EL34) 

Money back guarantee (less £30) that you prefer our £1,000 or £1,450 "KT88 Triode Connection" 
valve amplifiers to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor I valve hybrid amplifiers, most 

Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers selling for £2,000 to £20,000. 

"Proper" Triode Push Pull valve amplifiers should sound better, so they are 
excluded from our Money Back Guarantee. However, they cost £6,000 and upward. 

Price is not a guarantee for sound quality. Some products are overpriced and pretentious. 

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard's review in Gramophone Magazine and 
Summary of 18 testimonials from satisfied customers + www.affordablevalvecompany.com + Amplifier shown without 

CE safety cage, to prove that this is a genuine valve amplifier. Customers must not remove the CE safety cage. 

Free delivery to U.K. Subsidised £50 UPS delivery to other countries. 
Return carriage for Money Back Guarantee is £30 for U.K. £100 for other countries. 

Proven reliability. 
2 years guarantee. 



AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 MAINS CABLE - HI Fl CHOICE SEPT 2001 BEST BUY 
GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a consid­

erable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder. is extruded around the 
copper conductors. As a ferromagnetic material, it will go through hysteresis loops when­

ever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic field. Con-���--- secutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the material will AUDU SA _ Eupen GNLM 05;2.5 (CSA 
� cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. This ener- 2.5) shown with Marinco IEC 320 

gy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into heat.This 
GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5) £48 for 

effect is more or less proportional to the field frequency; high fre- 1.0m,£58 tor 1.5m, £68 tor 
quencies will be strongly attenuated, because their energy will be 2.0m, Off the reel £30 tor 1st 

absorbed by the ferrite powder.The GNLM cables which in addition meter, £20 per m thereafter. 

to the above described ferrite technology is further protected with a � GNLM 05/04 £58 tor 1 m, £68 

foil shield and a drain wire and specifically manufactured for High ·�., .., � "" 
tor 1·5m, £78 for 2·0m Also off 
the reel. 

End audio use. Said by some to be the most neutral sounding Both GNLM cables available tor 
mains cable on the market export 

Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough Cable can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution blocks. 
We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site for details. 
AUDUSA- Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC (for certain models of amps by Krell, MF, Levinson etc), Marinco 

320 IEC, Figure of eight, Bulgin, USA Hubble,European Schuko, Australian, Swiss, Danish, and Neutrik plugs. 

SILVER SILVER SILVER- Upgrade the cable with silver plated contacts on IEC and and MK plug for 
an extra £6. IEC's and MK plugs with silver plated contacts available seperately at £6, £8 and £9 

Why Silver plated contacts? Simple, silver is THE BEST conductor of electricity. 

LAT A C·2 HI-FI C H OICE - SEP T 2001 - R E COMME NDE D MAINS C ABLE 
We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with 

an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the 

garbage that contaminates your components. The difference 

you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes 

advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprietary 

Silverfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge and with 

PT FE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with 

IEC I MK Toughplug . .  60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m 

£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. 

4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with 

UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & approved mains 

distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished 

in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. 1t has no 

filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, resis­

tors, capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regulators, just 

fitted with 1 m of AC-2 mains cable. From £166 for 4 way, £198 

for 6 way, £229 for 8 way. 

SILVERFUSE is a near alloy of sil­
ver and copper. IT IS NOT SILVER P LATED 
OR SILVER CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is 
the same thing as plating) causes a dioding 
effect when signal is passed through resulting 
in brightness and distortion. T he Silverfuse 
process starts with seven nines OFHC copper 
wire with a diameter that is slightly larger than 
the required size. 1t is then pulled through a 
trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver 
deposit, is then forced through a compacting 
die where it is subject to tremendous pres­
sure. The silver and the high purity copper are 
fused together into a near alloy. The compact­
ing fusion also reduces the wire diameter to 
the desired size. No dioding subsequently 
occurs with this process. The result provides 
for the benefits of silver; which are excellent 
definition and clarity, with the high purity cop­
per benefits of warmth and mellowness. 

LAT INTERNATIONAL- Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker cable- better than 

most others at double the price Refer to www.audusa.com for further details or ask for reviews 

SUNFIRE CORPORATION - Snohomish USA 
New for 2002 Sunfire True Sub Woofer MKIV- 11 inch cube. Signature True Sub­

Woofer 13 inch cube and Junior Sub Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz, 
116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Classic 
Tube Pre-amp, Solid state power amps 2 channel (300 x 2 or 600 x 2) and 5 channel (220 x 5 or 
430 x 5- yes total of 2150 watts into 8 ohms or 4300 watts into 4 ohms) patented amp technology 
(no heat sinks) and Theatre Grand 11 processor pre-amp. 

WWW.AUDUSA.COM 

·r� --
r 

Tel: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 Fax 020 8241 0999 Email: sales@audusa.com 



5 Crown Terrace 
Hyndland 
Glasgow 

�==::::::::::::::::::�::::::::::::::::���G129HA 
Tel 0141 357 5700 

Fax: 0141 339 9762 

A
t the end of 2002 CD, SACD and DVD-a all received 
powerful enhancements and the formats war has hot­

ted up to the advantage of consumers. We pride our­
selves on insightful and practical advice to avoid expen­
sive mistakes. The decision depends on your musical pri­
orities. We can advise on a CD enhancement kit com­
prising isolation platform, sound improvement mat, and a 
mains conditioning AC mains cord which filters micro­
processor hash generated by the CD player itself as well 
as reducing mains borne RFI and EMI. The result is 
more purity and performance from your selected digital 
source ... and your investment is effective for any future 
upgrades. 

SME Mode/10 

Turntable 

with 

Series IV 

Tonearm 

T
he quest for high resolution has re-opened the case 
for turntables, and we sell nothing but the best! From 

£1 ,000 the Michell range offers unrivalled value, from 
£2,600 SME offers unrivalled quality and from £4,500 
you can have a hand-crafted Simon Yorke record player 

AMPLIFIERS 

O
ur agencies read as a list of the world's best. Ayre 
Acoustics, Gryphon, Mark Levinson, Sugden and we 

invite customers to discuss, debate and listen to the 
presentation of pre-amps and power amps, new, ex-dem 
and used at all price points. Discover the merits of inte­
grated amplifiers from these companies and others. 
Hybrid and valve amplifiers? What about the new Pathos 
Logos from Italy? Or pure valve designs from ART Audio, 
Heart Audio and EAR/Yoshino? Don't get your fingers 
burned - seek expertise. The majority of valve owners 
are disappointed; but they argue that all solid state own­
ers are!! 

Mark Levinson 3905 

We recommend the no compromise Mark Levinson digi 
tal equipment, with alternative choices from Ayre 
Acoustics, Gryphon and Sugden. Valves are very effec­
tive with digital sources. Prices start from the Heart Audio 
CD6000 at only £699, through the sensational Shanling 
CDT-100 all the way up to valve DAC's from Manley and 
ART Audio. 

including tonearm. The Audio Salon has tried other 
turntables, and rests with these three extremely experi­
enced manufacturers' consistency and integrity - vital for 
this very difficult genre of acoustical-mechanical device 
which relies on so many skills. The same might be said 
of pick up cartridges, where our experience of hand­
made cartridges commends Sumiko. We have a few 
remaining of their acclaimed Blue Point Special at the 
reduced price of £249 (saving £30) and one Pearwood 
Celebration remaining at £995 (saving £200). Lyra is the 
best all rounder, and we have two Lyra Beta MC car­
tridges at the Christmas sale price of £495. 

O
ur wide range of loudspeakers (from £480 per pair) 
under one roof demonstrates our commitment to 

your choice and our differentiation from mass-produced 
brands costed down to reflect the high marketing and 
distribution costs. For the same price as High Street 
products, why not buy professional and hand-crafted 
loudspeakers from ART, ATC, ProAc, and Revel to name 
a few. Active, surround, electrostatic, horn and other 
technologies to suit your amplifier, your room, your budg­
et ... and even your wife. We are the UK main stockist of 
the acclaimed loudspeakers from Zingali of Italy includ­
ing the new Colosseum cinema series starting from £495 
per pair. Solid wood cabinets, hand-built drivers, decid­
edly better than the average. 



NEW, Ex-dem and Used Equipment 
· Our prices are 10 - 20% below market value for rapid turnover 

· All used equipment guaranteed for six months; new and ex-dem adds manufacturer 

guarantee. 

· New (factory) sealed boxes indicated (New), Ex-dem (Ex-D) or Used (s/h) 

Goods mostly shipped next day delivery by TNT. UPS premium service costs £9 per 

box UK next day. 

VINYL============================================================ 
LFD Mistral MM/MC Phono Stage 
Stainless steel (slh) 

£ 299 £ 199 

Dlc:iiT�L ========================================================== 
Burmester 970 DAC 

TAS Class 1 product (Ex-D) 

Gryphon Adagio CD Player (Ex-D) 
2nd level upsampling redefines CD! One only! 

Eu22,900 POA 

£4,300 £2,995 

�MPLIFIERS====================================================== 
Audio Innovations Series 500 (slh) as new 
Integrated valve amp with phono input 

Audio Research's classic SP9 Ill 
Rare and exquisite; silver; mint (slh) 

£ 595 

£2,850 £1,350 

Bow Wazoo XL £2,495 £1,495 
Integrated Amplifier 75 wpc, (Ex-Dem) 

"The Wand" silver remote controller (New) £ 329 £ 249 

conrad-johnson PV14L pre-amp (s/h) £2,200 £1,150 
3-hrs use. Plus 12 unused NOS valves for £100. See Hi-Fi+ review 

Gryphon Sonata/ Allegro/ Legato £10,600 £6,900 
State of Heart pre-amp with phono stage 

Dual monaural, ultimate construction (Ex-D) 

Gryphon Callisto 2100 Integrated amplifier £3,600 £2,750 
2 x 100 wpc, (s/h) as new; magnificent sound 

Manley Labs 2401100 Monoblocks (pair) £8,450 £3,500 
Pentode/ triode switchable, amazing pro gear 

Current list is for a revised "Neo" model (Ex-D) 

Manley Labs Stingray Integrated amp £2,225 £1,250 

New, but box opened; innovative and distinguished 

Mark Levinson Power Amplifiers 

No 335 (250 wpc) (New, sealed box) £8,495 £6,995 

No 436 (350 wpc into 8 ohms, doubling) (Ex-D) £12,495 £8,495 

Musical Fidelity A100 (slh) £1,495 £ 695 

Class A, integrated amp, separate PSU 

PassLabs Aleph-5 (slh) £3,350 £1,750 

60 wpc, sle RCA and Balanced 

PM Components 211SE monoblocks £2,800 £1,295 

Near Offer Considered; additional set of GE NOS valves 

Schematic included; very impressive 

Selection of unused GE NOS tubes for above £ 370 £ 200 

Sugden MasterCiass Pre-amp (slh) £2,300 £1,250 

Bal and sle; remote; slimline; Class A 

Tenor Audio 75 Wp (OTL tube monoblocks) $20,900 POA 

Winner TAS Golden Ear 2002 

LOUDSPE�KERS =============================================== 

Audio Physic Virgo 3 (New!) Reduced price £3,990 £1,990 

Unused but slight dent (Luxury Cherry) 

Kharma Ceramique 1.2 Reference Monitors £14,995 £8,495 

Focal tweeter, piano black, crated, as new 

ProAc Future Two (Birds Eye Maple) £11,450 £5,995 

Glorious state-of-the art. (New) 

ProAc Future Point Five (Cherry) £3,500 £2,495 

Just run in, mint, boxed (Ex-D) 

Revel Performa F30 Three-way monitors £2,995 £1,695 

(Cherrywood) Slight dents (Ex-D) 

Wilson Audio 6.1 £20,000 £10,995 

Crated, 18 months old, piano black 

Final Price Reduction 

For updated and comprehensive list of equipment and audio cables, please 

visit www.audiosalon.co.uk . 

Tel: 0141 357 5700. E-mail: info@audiosalon.co.uk 

Try an £800 Interconnect 
working in your system for 10 days and 

keep it for only £99 .... 

IT IS no longer a secret that cables always limit the 

potential performance of a system. Now you can 

hear for yourself a top level interconnect which is sold 
I below market price. Buying from the maker saves 

bstantial packaging, marketing and distribution 

markups. Unlike other cables, Stratos wire, and mate­
rials are unique; plugs, and soldering techniques are 
hand-crafted. The original specifications were 

esigned and refined by one of the world's leading 
udiophile designers. By consensus of experienced 

mers the sonic performance equals and exceeds 

respected interconnects up to the £800 point; the fig­
ure is not our wild claim. Now in its third series and 

year, AudioSource cables are a cult with world­
sales. 

Literature and product information are readily 
lable. Home trial offers a full refund if not 

impressed. 

One metre stereo pair using our own phosphor bronze 
RCA plugs or Neutrik's balanced XLR plugs costs 

£125, or £99 for one half metre. For longer lengths 
add £35 per stereo metre per pair. 

A full range of digital cords and audio mains 

cables from £55 up to our £150 Integra are avail­

able. AudioSource now offer a six (£349) or eight way 

(£389) mains conditioner outlet, hand made from non­
plastic, non-ferrous materials for amazing mains purity. 

Poor cables and impure mains 

are the most common cause 

of disappointment and 

expensive upgrading. 

Invest in the connections. 
And here's a tip: use a 
£14.95 bottle of Kontak 



Classified 

DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi·fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

BATH/ BRISTOL 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give 
your ears a new reference point for the best 
sounds at any price. Forget reviews and trying to 
put together a system like a patchwork quilt with 
the 'best' bits around. lt' s our job to do the 
assessing, you judge the results. Come here, or 
we' 11 come to you, and plan a system for the 
future, even if you spread the purchases. Leave 
"upgrade-itis" behind, save money and enjoy 
music Just listen, and you' 11 know. CD: 
Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, 
Balanced Audio Technology, dCS (Eigar etc), 
Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia_ Vinyl: Audio 
Synthesis, Basis, Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, 
(The) Groove, Lehmann (Black Cube), Michell, 
Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Accuphase, 
Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, CAT, 
DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 
Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: 
Audio Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, 
Magneplanar, NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: 
Accuphase, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, 
Chord Co, DNM, Hovland, Nordost, Soniclink, 
Siltech, Yamamura Churchill. Mains: Accuphase. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, 
Bedford MK40 1 HP. Tel: 01234 365165. Email: 
richavbed@aol.com. FRIENDLY PERSONAL 
SERVICE. MULTI-ROOM HOME INSTALL 
SPECIALISTS. FREE HOME SURVEYS. Stockists of 
Arcam FMJ, Audioquest, B&W, Bose, Cabletalk, 
Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 
Optimum, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, QED, REL, 
Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands 
Unique, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac, 
Van den Hul, Yamaha and more. LISTENING 
ROOM. 0% Fl NANCE. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. 
CAR PARK AT REAR OF SHOP. 

BIRMINGHAM 

SOUND ACADEMY, lll The Parade, Sutton 
Coldfield, Birmingham B72 1 PU. Tel 0121 321 
2445. Audio equipment from leading and 
specialist brands, with 3 demo floors, home 
trials, home cinema with instore demo theatre, 
evening demos by appointment In house service 
dept. Mail order avail. lnt free credit subject to 
status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late night 
Friday_ Expert advice, cable dressing and free 
installation. Also at 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 493499/ 
473499. l:r.:.li1!1 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Roksan, Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Sony, Sennheiser, 
Sonus, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Teac, Tube 
Technology, Videologic, Vienna Acoustic Export 
orders welcome. 2 demo rooms. Credit facilities 
available. Website: www.northwoodaudio.co.uk. 
Email: info@northwoodaudio.co.uk 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH 
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227. All 
that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from 
quality manufacturers including Nairn, Rega, 
Bowers & Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, 
Rotel, Primare, Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, 
Spendor, Quadraspire, Royd, Michell, Sonus 
Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors & Yamaha. We 
offer friendly, helpful advice, interest-free credit 
and trade-in facilities, and deliver and install 
systems through Cheshire, Merseyside and 
North Wales. Open Tues. - Sat 10-5.30, 
evenings by arrangement 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 26 High Street, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel 0161 491 6090, lax 0161 491 
6990. Please see entry under Greater 
Manchester. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WA 1 3NU. Tel: 
01925 828009. Email doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com_ Website: www.dougbrady 
hifi.com. For the widest range of high quality hi­
fi in the Northwest Family business est 42 
years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, home 
trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 
Visa, credit facilities. Open 10.30 - 6. Send for 
free map. � 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd , 
Wrexham. Tel 01978 364500. Audio Visual 
specialists. AAD, Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, 
Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harman- Kardon, 
Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt­
Short, Musical Fidelity, Myryad, NAD, Quad, 
Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, UKD, Unico, Vibe, 
Videologic, AV Specialists. Demonstration room, 
installation service. Easy parking and motorway 
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 

THE AUDIO WORKS, 14 Stockport Road, 
Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 2AA. 
www.theaudioworks.co.uk. Email: 
larry@theaudioworks.co.uk. Tel: 0161 428 7887. 
Stockists of Spectral, Accuphase, DCS, Sugden, 
Creek, Epos, Mark Levinson, Roksan, Musical 
Fidelity, Focal JM Lab, MusicWorks, Monitor 
Audio and Quadraspire. Loewe T V, Plasma & 
Projector systems_ Hi-Fi and Home Cinema 
demonstration rooms. All major credit cards 
accepted, interest free credit available. 

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, off 
West St Car Park, Congleton, Cheshire. Tel: 
01260 280017. E-mail 

NORTHWOOD AUDIO. 98 Cambridge St., mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk. Web site: 
Aylesbury. Tel: 01296 428790. Established since hifishowrooms.co.uk. Naim Audio, Audiolab, 
1992. Independent specialist retailer. Extensive Rega, REL, Arcam, Technics, KEF, NAD, Harman­
Hi-Fi, A/V and Multi room experience catering to Kardon, Yamaha, Rote I, Lexicon, RCF, 
your needs. From Vinyl to SACD, Valve to Solid Millennium, NHT, JBL, Onkyo, Sony, Marantz, 
State, from LCD to Plasma. Audiomeca, Audio Toshiba, Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, Celestion, Qed, 
Note, Cable Talk, Castle, Chord, The Chord Teac, Castle. Front and rear projection systems, 3 
Company, Cura, Denon, Elac, Epos, Exposure, demonstration rooms, 1 A/V with 8ft screen, 
Heart, JM Labs, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Michell, customer car park. The North West's Premier 
Micromega, Monitor Audio, NAD, Nakamichi, Audio Visual Specialist Mastercard, Visa, Amex, 
PMC, ProAc, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Revox, JCB. 9.15-5:30, Closed Sun/Mon. 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, 
Parkstone, Poole_ Tel: 01202 730865/380018. 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio 
Vector, B&W, Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, 
Denon, Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc 
FS series), NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel, 
Tannoy (inc Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo 
rooms, Hi Fi and Home Cinema specialists, easy 
parking on site, high quality used equipment, 
massive range of audio and video leads and 
connectors etc. Credit facilities Open Tues-Sat 
10-5.30. � 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road, 
Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset Tel: 01202 
529988/ 520066. www.movement­
audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, De non, KEF, 
Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Opera, 
Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi Fi 
specialists, full demo facilities, friendly expert 
advice, home demo and installation, easy 
parking, credit facilities, Visa/Mastercard. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. � 

SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. Tel: 01202 555512. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Atacarna, Celestion, Cable Talk, 
Denon, Definitive Audio, KEF, Linn, Meridian, 
Mission, M+K, QED, Rotel, Sennheiser, Teac, 
Sony, Talk Electronics, Tag Mclaren, Wharfedale, 
Yamaha, DTS & Dolby Digital, DVD. 2 single 
speaker listening rooms, home demonstrations, 
free installations.Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for 
details � 

WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729/766345. 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, 
Castle, Celestion, De non, KEF, Meridian, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, 
Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha plus large range 
of PA and DJ audio and lighting, multi room 
and commercial installation specialists, Home 
Cinema and DVD, Projection T V  and plasma, 2 
demo rooms, credit facilities, Visa/ Mastercard. 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 � 

ESSEX 

CHEW AND OSBORNE, 148 High Street, 

Epping, Essex CM16 4AG. Tel: 01992 574242. 
26 King Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB 10 1 ES. 
Tel: 01799 523728. Specialists in home 
entertainment equipment for over 35 years. 
Demo facilities in all branches with extensive 
range of Hi-Fi & A/V products including 
Yamaha, Pioneer, Sony, Arcarn, Bose, B&W, 
Marantz, Tannoy, Cable Talk, Pro-Ject Plasma 
screen specialists. Installation service available. 
Interest free credit facilities. Service department 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, 
Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081. 
www.englishaudio.co.uk. Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, ATC, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, Elac, 
Exposure, JM Lab, KEF, Loewe, Marantz, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Pink Triangle, 
Pioneer, Primaire, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 
Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Tivoli, Vienna Acoustics, 
Wharfedale, Yamaha and others. Single speaker 
demo room. Home trial. Free install. Service 
dept. Mastercard, Visa, Credit arranged. Open 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. � 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS, 6 Market Place, St. 
AI bans, Herts. Tel: 01727 851596. Hert' s 
premier Hi-Fi/AV specialists, est 1946. Full 
home cinema demonstration suite. Whether your 
needs are large or small, we stock it all: Arcam, 
Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, B&O, Pioneer, REL, 
JVC, KEF Reference, Mission-Cyrus, Ruark, 
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free delivery 
and installation. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat � 

DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL, 6-8 Bancroft, 
Hitchin, Herts SG5 1JQ_ Tel: 01462 452248, lax: 
01462 458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, 
B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, 
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and many 
others. Hi-Fi listening room and A/V demo 
room_ Workshop off premises. Mastercard, Amex, 
Visa, Diners. Interest free and instant credit 
Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat E-mail: 
davidortonaudiovisual @compuserve.com 

Members of the British Audio Dealers 

Association are able to offer: 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIAnON 



JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD, DOVER 

HI-FI, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304 
207S62. Acoustic Energy, Musical Fidelity, 
Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Roksan, 
Rotel, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha. A/V demo 
room. Full service department. Open Mon-Sat 9-
S. Closed Wednesdays. Credit facilities, major 
credit cards accepted. Established 30 years. 
Expert advice. Friendly service. 

LANCASHIRE 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, S Bishopsgate, off 
Hallgate, Wigan WNI 1NL Tel 01942 234202 
For the best hi-fi and home cinema products 
from quality manufacturers including B&W, 
Royd, Bryston, Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, 
Cyrus, NAD, KEF, Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, 
JM Lab, PMC, Project, Quadraspire. We offer 
friendly advice, excellent demonstration 
facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and 
installation throughout the North West. 
Opening hours 10.00 - S.30 Tuesday to 
Saturday, evenings by appointment. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WAI 3NU. Tel: 
0192S 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 
hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

m:m.:.1 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LEICESTER HI Fl CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: 0116 253 9753, 
Fax: 0116 2 62 6097. Website· 
www.leicesterhifi.co.uk. Email: 
info@leicesterhifi.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Bryston, 
Chord Electronics, Cop land, Cyrus, Denon, Greig 
IK Loudspeakers, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Miller & 
Kreisel, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Nautilus, Pioneer, PMC, Project, 
Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Sony, Talk Electronics, 
Tannoy, Teac, Technics, Yamaha, etc. 4 listening 
areas/rooms over 3 floors, we can demonstrate, 
deliver and install. Hi/AIV and multiroom. 
Credit facilities. All cards taken, open Mon - Sat 
9.30-S.30 .I=B•7:..1 

ZOUCH AUDIO LTD, The Old Coach House, 
Off South Street, Ashby De-La-Zouch, 
Leicestershire LE6S I AN. Tel: 01530 414128. We 
have ranges of equipment that will suit everyone 
from the Hi-Fi newcomer to the most demanding 
enthusiast. Advantage, Aloia, Apollo, Argento, 
Audioquest, Balanced Audio Technology, 
Boulder, Burmester, Cabass, Clearaudio, Creek, 
Croft, Ecosse, Epos, HNE, Hovland, Kharma, Linn 
Classic, Lothx, Lumley Loudspeakers, Magna!, 
Meadowlark Loudspeakers, Musical Fidelity, 
NAD, Pass Labs, Project, Red Rose, Roksan, SAT, 
Sonic Link, Sonus Systems, Soundstyle, Sugden, 
Thule, Triangle, Van Den Hul, Videologic, Vienna 
Acoustics, VTL, Wadia. Open Tues-Sat Only 3 
minutes from junction 13A/M42. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel 01780 762128. 
Aiwa, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, 
NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Technics, Yamaha, plus all 
major speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, 
comparator demonstrations on two floors, part 
exchange, Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No 

appointments necessary, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance 
available. Mon-Sat 9-S.30pm, closed Thursdays. 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street, 
London WI T 2JU. Tel 020 7631 0472, Fax 020 
7436 7165. E-mail: help@ cornflake.co.uk. Open 
Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7. The specialists in high 
quality sound, be it for one room or many more 
They offer friendly advice, and a full delivery and 
installation service is available. Two listening 
rooms with full A/V facilities demonstrating 
A ream, ATC, AVI, Barco, Bryston, Dynaudio, Mark 
Levinson, Nairn, Origin Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, 
Royd, Yamaha and more. Service department. 
Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide 
mail order service. Still the cool est Hi-Fi shop in 
London. www.cornflake.co.uk. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London NI. Tel: 020 7226 SSOO. 
Winner Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer 
Award 1986/89/90. "One of the S best hi-fi 
shops in the world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, 
Nairn, Rega, etc. Systems from £500. Free 
parking, 4 demo rooms, service dept, open lues­
Sat. Ring for appointment. m:m.:.1 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW I I. Tel 020 7924 2040. Juicy fruit 
from London's newest, fresh est hi-li/home 
cinema retailer. Telephone for demonstrations or 
just pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient 
service, free home installation, credit cards, 0% 
finance available, plus all the very best from: 
Arcam, Cable Talk, Chord Co, Demion, Denon 
Lifestyle, Epos, NAD, Nairn, Neat, QED 
Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rote!, Royd, 
Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Wilson 
Benesch, Yamaha with more to come. The 
innovative AudioVisual retailer. I:PJ•Y"-1 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 12-14 Shaw Road, Oldham 
OL I 3LQ Tel: 0161 633 2602, Fax 0161 633 
2502. www.audio-counsel.co.uk. Stockists of 
Arcam, Rega, Nairn, Rotel, Royd, Denon, 
Yamaha, Quad, B&W, NAD and more. Agencies 
to Fugitsu, Sanyo and Sellec. We offer extensive 
knowledge and experience with high quality 
demo rooms for both Hi-Fi and AV. After sales 
service includes free installation. Major credit 
cards accepted and interest free credit available. 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-5:30, 8pm on Thurs. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WA I 3NU. Tel: 
0192S 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 
hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

m:m.:.1 
ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 
Hallgate, Wigan WNI I NL. Tel 01942 234202. 
See main entry under Lancashire. 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 
Tel 01244 344227. See our main entry under 
Cheshire. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WAI 3NU. Tel: 
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

Classified 

hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North, 
m:m.:.1 Lowestoft NR32 I HB. Tel 01502 582853. See 

main entry under Suffolk. 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road, 
Hatchend, Middlesex HAS 4HR. Tel: 020 8420 
1925. Area m, Audio Research, B & W, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, 
KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridan, 
Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, 
Nairn, Panasonic, Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad, 
REL, Rote!, Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, 
Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, 
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home trial 
facilities. Free installation. Customised multi­
room systems. All major credit cards accepted. 
Full credit facilities available. Tues - Sat 10.30-
5.30, Thurs 10.30-6.30. � 

WEST MIDLANDS 

SOUND ACADEMY, IS2a High Street, 
Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 
493499/ 473499. Audio equipment from 
leading and specialist brands, with 3 demo 
floors, home trials, home cinema with instore 
demo theatre, evening demos by appointment. 
In house service dept. Mail order avail. lnt. free 
credit subject to status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. 
Late night Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing 
and free installation. Also at Ill The Parade, 
Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham 872 I PU. Tel: 
0121 321 2445. (:J"-1•1"-1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham Bl7 SOL Tel: 0121 429 
2811. A ream, Audio Research, B & W, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, 
KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridan, 
Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, ProAc, ProJeCt, Quad, REL, 
Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag 
Mclaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, 
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home trial 
facilities. Free installation. Customised multi­
room systems. All major credit cards accepted. 
Full credit facilities available. lues - Sat 10.30-
5.30, Thurs 10.30-6.30 � 
MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, Solihull, 
W. Midlands 892 8JL. Tel: 0121 742 0254. Tues 
- Sat 10.30-5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30 � 
MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands BY8 I AB. Tel 01384 
444184. Tues- Sat I 0.30-5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30 

� 
MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, Sutton 
Coldfield, W Midlands B73 SOT Tel: 0121 354 
2311. Tues ·Sat 10.30-5.30 Thurs 10.30-6.30 

� 
ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 
Stafford STI7 4AH. Tel 01785 258216. See our 
main entry under Cheshire 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School 
Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich NRI4 8HG. Tel: 01508 
570829. Audio Analogue, Bayer, Bryston, 
Cabletalk, Chord Co., Creek, Opera Speakers, 
Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, 
Naim, Opera, ProAc, PMC, Sound Organisation, 
Rega, Royd, Soundstyle, Teac, etc. 2 
comprehensive demo rooms. Home trial. Free 
installation. Visa, Mastercard, HP facilities. 0% 
Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat. 

m:m.:.1 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time buyer 
and the seasoned audiophile with the same high 
level of care and interest. Our aim is long term 
customer satisfaction. We achieve this with 
impartial advice, quality back-up service and a 
genuine interest in your needs. We have an 
established reputation for delivering sound 
quality benchmarks with innovation. Our range 
of carefully selected brands includes Art Audio, 
Border Patrol, Living Voice, Musical Fidelity, 
Wadia and many more. We have extensive part­
exchanged stock. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 
I 0.00-1.30. Visa/Mastercard /Switch/ Amex. 
For more information call 0115 973 3222 or Fax 
0115 973 3666. 

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919. 
www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the area's 
leading specialists. Relax in our superb 
demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best in 
Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema solutions. 
Our outstanding customer service means a two­
year parts and labour guarantee, an on-site 
service department and a full delivery and 
installation service. Home trials and free easy 
parking are also available. Established in 1968, 
we have been giving sound advice for over 30 
years. Open Mon-Sat 9 - 5.30. � 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford OXIO OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, lax: 
01491 825024. Founded 1975. Great deals on 
Aura, B&W, Denon, Dual, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha. Home 
trial, installation and delivery service. Service 
dept on site. 2 yr guarantee on most products. 
Interest free credit on selected items. I home 
cinema room, 2 listening rooms. Mastercard, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-
5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.Ds stocked. 

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury 
OXI6 8LR. Tel 01295 272158. Arcam, Bose, 
Cura, Denon, Linn Products, Mission, Naim 
Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible unbiased 
advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb 
demo facilities. Home cinema, multiroom & 
commercial installations. No appts nee, service 
dept, free install, home trial. Mastercard, Visa, 
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. 

� 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay 
Hse, Park End Street, Oxford OXI IJE. Tel: 01865 
790879, lax: 0186S 79166S. E-mail: 
oxford.audio@btinternet.com. Quad, Denon, 
B&W, Pink Triangle, Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, 
Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, 
Copland, Teac, Audio Analogue, Castle, Yamaha, 
Proac, REL. Demo room. Home trial and free 
installation. Instant credit, Mastercard, Amex, 
Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat. � 

SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dog pole, Shrewsbury SYI 
I EN. Tel: 01743 236055. Email sales@creative­
audio.co.uk, www.creative-audio.co.uk. One of 
the largest ranges of quality HiFi/ Audio Visual 

INDICATES� 
OF ntliRITIIH.� 
DEALERS � 



Classified 
I 

equipment outside of London. Arcam, Ash, 
Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, _ Cura, 
Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Heybrook, KEF, Mrssion, 
Onkyo, Optimum, NAD, Nairn, QED, Quad, Rega, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Teac, Wharfedale. 
Large selection of bargain special purchases 
available on most makes. Comfortable lrstenrng 
room, expert installation (including multiroom 
and DVD home cinema), free 2 & 5 year 
warranties, selected used equipment, part­
exchange welcome, specialist workshop 
facilities. Mastercard/Visa/Switch/ Am ex and 
low cost finance from £250 up to £15,000. 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. Tel: 01935 479361. 
54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 01823 326688 
wwwmikemanning audio.co.uk. The HrFr and 
A/V specialists. The best in HiFi from Arcam, 
8&W, Castle, Denon, Densen, Heybrook, JM Lab, 
KEF, Loewe TV & Video, Marantz, Narm Audio, 
NAD, Pioneer, PMC, Rega, Rotel, Royd, 
Shahinian, TDL, Teac Dedicated listening lounge 
for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. 
Home installations on most systems. Full service 
department Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit 
Closed Mondays 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 
Stafford ST 17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 
01785 258216. All that's best in Hi -Fi and 
Home Cinema from quality manufacturers 
including Nairn, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins, 
Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac, 
Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef, 
NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC 
Plasma & Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful 
advice interest -free credit and trade-in 
faciliti�s, and deliver and install systems 
throughout Staffordshire and the Midlands. 
Opening hours Tues. - Sat 10.30-6.00, evenrngs 
by arrangement 

SUFFOLK 

ANGLIA AUDIO, The Street, Hessett, Bury St 
Edmonds, Suffolk IP30 9AZ. Tel 01359 270212. 
Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi­
li since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Wednesdays 
and Sundays. Evening and Sunday demos by 
appointment 

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North, 
Lowestoft NR32 1 HB. Tel: 01502 582853. The 
shop for real Hi-Fi separates and home cinema. 
Refreshingly drfferent range as well as 
established manufacturers. Hi-Fr from budget to 
high-end, transistor & valve. A/V from £100 to 
a £100,000 custom install. Pro1ectron systems, 
DVD players and movies. Separate demo room, 
range of credit facilities, free fitting & the best 
and friendliest service available. 1:1!1•1�1 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich IP1 
2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email HiFi@eastern­
audio.com. Giving sound advice for over 25 
ytars Parking. Demo room. Lots of free advice. 
Arcam Meridian, Denon, Quad, NAD, B&W, 
Celesti

,
on, Project, KEF, Castle, Technics, Top 

Tape, plus all the usual and unusual leads, 
cables, stands, racks, headphones, cartridges & 
styli etc. [;D!lJ 

STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, Borough Lane, Gt 
Finborough, Suffolk IP14 3AS. Tel: 01449 
675060 Specialist Hi-Fi dealer with great 

products from Acoustic Solutions, Alchemist, 
Atacama, Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, DPA, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Grado, JM Labs, 
Kimber, Magna!, Neat, Nordost, QED, SonicLink, 
Sonneteer, Sound Organisation, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Van den Hul, other makes and 
used equipment available, call us for more 
details. 

SURREY 

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, Est 1962, 244-
256 Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, 
Surrey KTlS 2PS. Tel 01932 854522/ 
832400/851753, lax 01932 832432. Open 7 
Days a week, Mon-Sat 9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 
10-4pm. Large free car park, fully equipped 
service department, massive showroom. Arcam, 
Audio Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Elac, 
Jamo, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Sennheiser, Sony, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, 
Yamaha home cinema, widescreen T V, proJection 
T V, Laserdisc lnt. free credit All major credit 
cards. 

INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: 020 8943 
3530. Arcam, Densen, B&W Nautilus, Musical 
Technology, Meridian, Linn, Nairn Audio, Neat 
Acoustics, Royd, Rega Research, Rotel, 
Shahinian, Proceed & more. Single speaker 
listening room. Appts pref, free installation, 
service dept. Major credit cards. Closed Man, 
Tues-Fri 10.30-7. Sat 10-6. [;D!lJ 

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU1 4RY 
Tel 01483 504801/ 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-
6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Mendian, 
Mission/Cyrus, Kef, Marantz, NAD, Proneer, 
Primare, Proac, Quad, REL, Rega, Rotel, Tag 
Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo rooms for Hi-Fi/home 
cinema, parking, delivery & installation. Service 
department on premises. Call now. [;D!lJ 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

THE POWERPLANT, 40 Church Rd , Hove , East 
Sussex, BN3 2FN. Fax: 01273 748419. E-mail 
email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever your budget 
we can help you choose from our carefully 
selected range of today's finest hi-f i and home 
cinema equipment Recommended agencres 
include Arcam, ATC, B&W, B&O, Cyrus, DEF Tech, 
lmerge, Linn, Living Control, M&K, PMC, ProAc, 
QED Systemline, Rega, Revel, Seleco, Stewart, 
Tag Mclaren Audio, Yamaha. Excellent 
demonstration facilities, knowledgeable and 
friendly staff. Multiroom specialist, CEDIA 
member. Open lues - Sat 10.30 am- 5.30 pm. 
Late evenings by appointment All major credit 
cards. Full credit facilities. � 

SUSSEX (WEST) 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel: 01342 
328065. www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home 
cinema & multiroom specialists. Authorised 
stockists of: Arcam (inc FMJ, DIVA & Alpha), 
ASH, The Chord Company, Cyrus, KEF (inc 
Reference), Linn (inc CD12 & Klimax). Loewe 
(inc Spherros), Marantz, Mission, Nairn (inc CDS 
& NAPSOO), Pioneer, PMC, Prima ire, ProAc, Pro­
jeCt, QED, Quadraspire, Rei, Rotel, Ruark, 51M2 
(inc DLP). Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands 
Unique, Tag Mclaren, TEAC, Thorens & more. 
Probably the largest demonstration stock in the 
South, with three dedicated demonstration 
rooms together with a friendly team of staff and 
service facility. Finance available. 9.30-6 Man-
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BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est 1945), 
Littlehampton Road, Worthing, (near Thomas a 
Becket). Tel: 01903 264141. E-marl: 
sales@bowersand wilkins.co.uk. Web site: 
www.bowersandwilkins.co.uk. 1 minute from 
A24 & A27. Free local parking. Acoustic Energy, 
B&W, Denon, JBL, Marantz, NAD, Optimum, 
Philips, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, and many more 
in 4 demo rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and home 
cinema, DVD and projection TV Service dept, 
installations. Open 6 days a week Mastercard, 
Visa, instant credit to £1,000 subject to status. 

TYNE AND WEAR 

GLOBAL HI-FI CENTRE. HI-FI & HOME 
THEATRE SPECIALISTS. 87 CLAYTON STREET, 
NEWCASTLE NE1 SPY TELEPHONE : 0191 230 
3600 FAX 0191 222 0286 EMAIL 
I N F O @ G L O B A L H I F I C E N T R E . C O M  
WWW.GLOBALH I FICENTRE COM. GLOBAL H 1-FI 
CENTRE FOR THE PERFECT SOLUTION IN HI-FI, 
HOME THEATRE, HOME AUTOMATION & 
LIGHTING CONTROL SYSTEMS, THREE SUPERB 
STATE-OF- THE-ART DEMONSTRATION ROOMS. 
AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MAJOR 
MANUFACTURERS, INCLUDING ALL THE THE 
LATEST THX SURROND SYSTEMS. GLOBAL HI-FI 
CENTRE BRINGING SOUND AND VISION 
HOME. � 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI·FI, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salrsbury Tel: 01722 322169/330841. 
www movement audro co uk Arcam, Audio 
Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord Company, 
Denon Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian 
(inc Digital theatre), Mission, Michell, Musical 
Fidelity, NAD, Nordost, Opera, Project, QED, 
Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. Home Crnema and Hi 
Fi specialists, multi room and commercral 
installation specialists, service dept. on srte, hrgh 
quality used equipment, projection T V

_ 
and 

plasma. 2 demo rooms, credit facrlrtres, 
Visa/Mastercard. Open Man-Sat 9.30-5.30 

rn!IJ 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, Hedon, 
Hull HU 12 8JH. Tel 01482 891375 
ww_.; _theaudioroom.co.uk The North East's 
premier dealer. We have three stunning 
showrooms together with a dedrcated lrstenrng 
room and are authorised agents for Linn 
Products, Nairn Audio, Cyrus, Sugden, Rega, 
Unison Research, Pathos, Graaf, Audro 
Analogue, Rotel, B&W, Spender, PMC, Sonus 
Faber, Ortofon, Base, Quadraspire, Stands 
Unique, The Chord Company, QED, Townsend, 
Black Rhodium, Loewe television. Open Man-Sat, 
9am-7pm (later if required). Credit facilities and 
home demonstrations available. Free and easy 
car parking as well as a relaxed and comfortable 
environment assured.The North East's friendliest 
hi-fi dealer. 

ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull HU1 3BA. Tel: 
01482 587397. Hull's best Hi-Fi store' From 
entry-level systems to high-end exotica. Friendly 
service, impartial advice, home demonstrations, 
free installations, car parking, and the best range 
of quality products including ... Audio Analogue, 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Note, Audion, Densen, 
Denon, Dynaudio, EAR, Graff, NAD, Nairn Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Musical Technology, Mrchell, 

Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Ruark, Sugden, Teac, 
Unison Research, Yamaha and many others. 
Open Man-Sat Instant credit facilities available. 
Feel free to call for more details 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield 
Road, Hampole, Don caster DN6 7 EU. Tel: 01302 
727274/ 725550, lax 01302 727274. Emarl 
info@thehifistudios .freeserve co.uk Hi-Fi, home 
cinema and multi-room experts. Musical Fidelity, 
Tag McLaren, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark, 
Castle, Teac, Unison Research, John Shearne, 
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, 
Alchemist, NAD, Mic hell Turntables, Nottrngham 
Analogue Studios, Audio Analogue, Livrng 
Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronrcs, 
Celestion (A Series only), Opera, Tnchord 
Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax 
Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL 
Subwoofers, Yamaha A/V, Proceed Digital 
Cinema, Tag Mclaren & De non Home Cinema 
products, plus others. Viewing_ and 
demonstration by appointment Home tnals and 
free installation on hi-fi equipment Mastercard, 
Credit card and finance facilities. Phone for more 
information. l0am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 10am-Spm 
Sat Closed Sunday & Monday. ii:U � 

SCOTLAND 

LOUD & CLEAR. now in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, find out more at www.loud: 
clear.co.uk. Scotland's finest and friendlrest Hr-Fr 
stores, combining knowledgeable advice with 
specially selected products and exceptronal 
customer service. Comfortable hr-fr and home 
cinema demonstration rooms, dedicated multi­
room and home cinema installation team, full 
service and repair facilities. Nairn Audio, DNM, 
Crimson, Primare, Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren, 
Rega, NAD, Marantz, Denon, ProAc, Kef 
Reference, Living Vorce, Ruark, Dalr, Monrtor 
Audio, Tannoy, JM Labs, VDH, Nordost, Chord 
Co, Ash Design, Optimum, Quadraspire, etc, etc. 
Open lues-Sat 10am·6pm. Thurs till 7pm. 520 St 
Vincent St, Finnieston, Glasgow. Tel: 0141 221 
0221 and 26 Hamilton Place, Stockbridge, 
Edinburgh. Tel 0131 226 6500. 

DUNDEE 

SOUNDS PERFECT. Hi-Fi at it's best 26 St 
Andrews Street. Dundee. Tel: 01382 266592, 
Fax 01382 229994, E-mail sales@sounds­
perfect.co.uk. Exceptional quality and 
professional service at Dundee's premrer Hr-Fr 
store. Open 6 days a week. lO - 7 Man - Thurs, 
10 - 6 Fri & Sat Demonstrations are available 
outside of these hours by appointment Main 
dealers for Arcam, Rotel, Marantz, Technics, 
Roksan, Sony, Musical Fidelity, Tannoy, Mission & 
B&W. 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry under 
Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AU DIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham. 
Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration room, 
installation service. Easy parking and motorway 
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See main entry 
under Cheshire. 



BACK ISSUES 

SEPTEMBER 2002/ISSUE 232 OCTOBER 2002/ISSUE 233 NOVEMBER 2002/ISSUE 234 
• Group Test Stereo amps £200-£450 • D1Q1tal record1ng special • Special new technology issue 

• Group Test: Multichannel speakers • Group Test: OIQital audio recorders • Group Test: DVD-A/SACD players 

• High end, real-world systems pt2 • Group Test: Standmount speakers • Group Test: Speakers £230-£350 

• B&W Signature 805 loudspeaker • Marantz OV8300 umversal d1sc player • Group Test Phono stages 

DECEMBER 2002/ISSUE 235 AWARDS 2002/ISSUE 236 
• Group Test: CD separates systems • The best gear of the year • Group Test: Speakers £750·£1,500 

• Group Test AV amps £800£2,000 • Copland CVA306/CVAS35 AV amp • Group Test: DVD players £750+ 

• Group Test: Phone cartridges • Karan KA·il80 stereo amplifier • Test Feature: DAC.S 

• Area m AV8/P7 AV processor/amp • P1oneer DV-757Ai 'universal' player • Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista SACD player 

TO ORDER YOUR BACK ISSUES 

YOUR DETAILS 

Name ______ ____________________ ______ _ 

Add re ss -------------------------------

Postcode 

E-mail address -------------------------

Card Number _____________ __ 

Expiry Date _________
____ _ 

Signed _____ _ 

UK READERS 
Future Publishing Ltd, 

freepost 854 900, Somerton, 

Somerset TA11 6BR 

MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER AMOUNT 

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING? 

Make chequesjPDs payable 

to Future Publishing Ltd. 

(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX) 

CHEQUE 
MASTERCARD 
SW!TCH 
VISA 
POSTAL ORDER 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 

UK £4 (per issue), Overseas £6.95 (per issue) 

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY 

'.] 
0 
'.] 
0 
0 

BACK ISSUES 
Back issues from 1999 onwards are 

available by mail order. They cost 

£4.00 (UK) or £6.95 (overseas). Both 

prices include p&p. Order by phone 

on (01458) 271147 or e-mail: 

entertainment.subs@futurenet.co.uk. 

We accept Mastercard and Visa credit, or 

Switch debit cards. Or send a cheque or 

PO made out to Future Publishing using 

the form on the right. 

If you're interested in an HFC review 

of an older component and the back 

issue has sold out, we can usually 

send photocopies of individual 

reviews to any UK address for a flat 

fee (inc. p&p) of £5 per review. You 

must know in which issue the original 

review appeared; we are unable to 

search back issues for old reviews. 

Send a written request, enclosing a 

cheque for £5 made payable to 

Future Publishing Ltd, to: 

Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service, 

Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, 

London W1U 6FP. 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR 
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS. 



I 

The hi·fi system from hell 
Oavid Vivian lies back on 
the couch and tries to remember 
the source of his nightmares 

T 
hey still talk about it in Maidstone. 

They probably still talk about it in the 

outlying villages. The night of 2 

September, 1998. The night the hi-fi system 

from hell shook the town. 

My son James was 19 chat day. He decided 

co mark the occasion with an impromptu 

rave in his rented fiar above a camera shop in 

the High Street- or rather, its small rooftop 

patio garden. A local DJ friend could supply 

the twin Technics 1210 decks, mixer and 

assorted bass-orientated vinyl. All James had 

co come up with was the necessary sonic 

firepower. And we're not talking cap guns. 

Guess who he turned eo? Fortunately, not 

me. Well, nor directly. Jarnes and his close 

circle of hooligans had already acquired a 

motley yet impressive collection of hardware 

handed down from dad, the hi-fi-n ut-cum­

reviewer. In true Dunkirk spirit, it was 

simply a matter of getting it all in the same 

place and working with a common purpose. 

And so, in the afternoon, the gear that 

sustained the best part of a decade's listening 

pleasure chez Vivian pitched up at the venue, 

chaperoned by its new adolescent readies. 

Pretty much all of it. Scuffed, scratched bur 

still in rude working order. One last push for 

mortar-loosening, ear-bleeding glory. 

Piled up on the patio, it didn't look pretty 

bur it did look a lot. Amplification was 

clearly going to be the most important 

elemenr of the system. So, with the aid of a 

bucket!oad of inrerconnecrs and some truly 

inspired patch working between line inputs 

and rape monitors, everything in the arsenal 

was assimilated into a block of Borg 

proportions. It comprised a Pioneer A400 

GTE, a Denon PM350, two 150-watt 

monoblocks from QED and a monster 500 

watts-per-channel Parasound movie power 

amp. So about 1,500 wares RMS all told. 

Naturally, each power stage would drive its 

own set of speakers and these were no less 

disparate than the electronics. Taking the 
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��/noticed that the system sounded loud when it 
was barely ticking over./ didn't want to be around 
when the inevitable volume cranking began." 

brunt of the big power amps were 

floorsranding KEF Q90s and a scary pair of 

Missions with roof-eo-floor drivers. These 

were joined by B&W 601 s and KEF Coda 

Ss- both bookshelf classics in their day­

and, arguably the masterstroke this- not 

one, but two REL Q50 subwoofers. And we 

all know what the advanrage of having a 

brace of subs is: smoother bass response and 

greater soundsrage depth. Bur possibly nor 

with them both turned up eo maximum. 

The deck console had a mic and cross­

fader, and the mixer would act as the master 

volume. That was it. Nothing left to do bur 

switch on and hope it didn't instantly melt. 

It didn't. In fact, it didn't sound bad at all. 

Just rime eo reposition a few speakers, crack 

open some tinnies and await the guests. 

I had to be out of town that evening. In 

truth, I wanted eo be out of town that 

evening. One thing I noticed was that the 

system sounded loud with all the amps and 

speakers barely ticking over. I honestly didn't 

want eo be around when rhe inevitable 

cranking of the volume knob began. 

Which is why, I guess, people still calk 

about it. By midnight the noise, apparently, 

was apocalyptic. Cameras fell off their 

stands in the shop window below. People 

looked fearfully eo the skies as they did in 

Independence Day. The police got phone 

calls from Week Street, nearly a mile away. 

It was all getting just a little scary when 

someone, who wasn't the DJ, grabbed the 

mic and shouted "Oi" into it. The "0" bit 

was broadcast at 150 dB. The "i" nobody 

heard. Several people fell over. The system 

from hell was dead. Next morning, the only 

thing left working was one channel of one 

amplifier. The Denon. ® 
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