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INTENSE
The Rotel RA1062 and RCD10/72

Individually, Rotel’s latest CD player and amplifier will make a striking difference to the way you hear music. When they hook up with
each other, though, it's a match made in hifi heaven. The chemistry is instant, thanks to a shared pedigree of meticulous component
selection, painstaking refinement and balanced design by Rotel’s award-winning team of engineers. It's an intense relationship,

and a powerful listening experience. Get them connected.

To find out more about this perfect partnership, call B&W Loudspeakers UK on 01903 221500.

Best seat in the house

Rotel Europe, Dale Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 2BH, United Kingdom, www.rotel.com
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WELCOME TO HI-FI CHOICE

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice
employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business...
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“Music digs deep into our emotional core like no
other art form. It touches the soul and makes

- grown men weep. Hi-fiis simply ameans to a

| musical end - it provides the conduit for its

| energy and detail, delivers scale and space,

ensures you get closer to the tone and impact of the original

performance. It makes music seem more real and hence achieve
its emotional goal. Quite simply, the music that moves you,
moves you more.” Tim Bowern, Editor

PAUL MESSENGER
A former HFC editor, Paul
has been writing about his
beloved hi-fi hobby for
nearly 30 years. In that
time he has become one of
the world's most respected
sonic scribes and probably
the UK's foremost
loudspeaker reviewer.

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional
musician, an experienced
recording engineer and a
highly knowledgeable hi-fi
analyst to boot. He has a
particular knack for writing
about complicated subjects
in a comprehensible way -
and he only writes for HFC.
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DAN GEORGE

Dan is a huge hi-fi nut
whose dream came true
when he became HFC's
reviews editor. Armed with
a bristling contacts book
and a pair of razor-sharp
ears, he ensures that only
the most interesting
products make it into HFC.

DOMINIC DAWES
Dom is a musician and
all-round music nut who
found his passions led him
naturally to hi-fi journalism
From old-school kit the
sharpest new technologies,
Dom’s finely-honed writing
skills allow him to cut right
to the heart of the matter.

i
ALVIN GOLD
Alvin cut his hifi teeth in
retail, and has been writing
about his obsession for
more than 20 years. In that
time he has contributed his
encylopaedic knowledge to
almost every hi-fi periodical
you can think of (and
several more besides).

JASON KENNEDY
Jason previously edited
HFC, but can now be found
swanning about the wilds
of Sussex indulging himself
with the very best hi-fi
money can buy. His own
system is simply sensational
(trust us) and his love of
music knows no bounds.

DAVID VIVIAN

An award-winning
journalist, David's sharp
ears and equally sharp
powers of description are a
valuable mix for HFC. He
also writes about cars, but
who needs try the latest
Lotus when you've got the
finest hi-fi to test drive?

ALAN SIRCOM

After a stint selling hi-fi,
Alan began his journalistic
career at HFC some 12
years ago. Now a successful
freelancer, you too can
benefit from his extensive
hi-fi knowledge, from purist
two-channel stereo to the
latest multichannel gear.

ESTABLISHED

is your essential guide to
audio excellence in the home, from vinyl
records to the latest digital music
formats. For 29 years, our unique tests
have brought you the most thorough
and reliable hi-fi journal around. And our
mix of cherry-picked kit, rigorous group
tests and in-depth equipment reviews
continues to ensure that is the
magazine you can trust. Published 13
times a year, it's the smarter hifi read...

HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE >>

HI-FI CHOICE AWARDS

From CD players to speakers to cables, all
components have been rigorously tested to
bring you the hi-fi awards you can trust

...AND AFTER THE AWARDS
Our Reviews section includes the low-down on
T+A's high-tech turntable and valve amp

CRACKING CD PLAYERS
Important new players from Cyrus and
Exposure get their first HFC outing

SCINTILLATING SPEAKERS
Two new standmount models from PMC, plus
a frankly extraordinary design from Vivid

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE...

The next issue of Hi-Fi Choiceis on sale

19 November. Don't miss a thing - see p84
for our latest great subscription offer

december 2004 | HI-FICHOICE 3






December 2004 [Issue 261

Contents

e
Lt

30 CD players
34 DVD players

37 SACD players (audio only)
37 Hard disk audio components
38 Turntables

41 Radio tuners

42 Stereo amplifiers

46 Multichannel amplifiers

48 Loudspeakers

53 Subwoofers

54  Speaker cables

55 Interconnect cables

57 Digital interconnect cables
57 Mains conditioners/cables
59 Headphones

60 Speaker stands

61  Equipment supports

7 PRODUCT NEWS
The juiciest new fruit from the hi-fi tree

12 HAPPENINGS
Hot stories and events from around
Planet Hi-Fi

14 DISPATCHES
Opinion from the columnists with clout

20 ESSENTIALS
Hot hi-fi accessories — tested just for you

22 CHOICE CUTS
New music — rated by our experts for
sound and content

25 CHOICE MAIL
A selection of your letters and emails

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS
64 T+A GI10Rturntable and V10

integrated amplifier
68  Vivid Audio B1 loudspeaker
72 Cyrus 6vs and 8vs integrated
amplifiers
75  Pro-Ject Debut Ill turntable

BUYER'S BIBLE

The ultimate guide to high performance
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favourite products for your perusal. Your
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Say hello to Genie

Genie™ is a revolution in home cinema systems, combining Mordaunt-Short’s passion for music reproduction with stunning
design. Featuring a host of ground-breaking technologies Genie delivers truly awesome performance in any environment.
Visit www.mordaunt-short.co.uk or call 0845 128 3951 for more information.

MORDAUNT-SHORT
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

LINDEMANN 820 CD/SACD PLAYER

The rather gorgeous 820 is the latest

source component from one of
Germany's most respected hi-fi marques.
Electronics specialist Lindemann has been
around for over a decade and has developed a
number of reference-quality audio products.
Its latest gem has been designed as a
high-end CD player with the added bonus of
stereo SACD playback.

A spokesman for Lindemann goes as far as

saying that the difference in sound between
the two formats is not terribly great on this

player, since the 820's CD playback is so
good. The design is based around a Sony
SACD drive and features extensive
resampling architecture, Burr-Brown chipsets
and a four-layer PCB. Further features include
user-definable sample rates, four digital
inputs capable of processing up to
24-bit/192kHz resolution, and a large
graphic display capable of offering detailed
system information.

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth

review in the next edition of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Lindemann 820
TYPE CD/SACD player (stereo only)
PRICE £6,999

KEY FEATURES Stereo SACD playback © Four
digital inputs for external sources © Low jitter
architecture © Switchable sample rates

CONTACT = 01895 833099

www.gtaudio.com

december 2004 | HI-FI CHOICE 7




®
marantz ... ...

HOLLYWOOD
‘IN A BOX’

Marantz presents its next generation full sized home
entertainment system. Its soul exists to produce divine
sights and sounds. With truly state-of-the-art machines

Marantz will delight your senses and bring Hollywood

into your home.

HOLLYWOOD ‘IN A BOX’ HOME CINEMA SYSTEM

WWw.marantz.com | Marantz 01753 680868



Vincent may be a name that's new to

the UK, yet this Far Eastern brand has
an exciting range of high-quality hi-fi gear at
very tempting prices. The CD-S1.1 CD player
is primarily based around a Philips
VAM1202/12 transport and a Burr-Brown
24-bit/96kHz DAC with HDCD decoding,
which should ensure solid enough
credentials. It also offers a set of balanced
XLR outputs, twin single-ended analogue

outputs and a digital coaxial connection.
Equally well-featured is the SV-121 stereo
integrated amp, boasting an ALPS volume
pot and oxygen-free copper internal cabling,
plus an oversized toroidal transformer to
keep the watts flowing. Priced at under
£500 apiece, can these new kids on the
block give the Brits a run for their money?

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth

review in the next edition of Hi-Fi Choice

::; alidiofile

® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

PRODUCT CD-S1.1 and SV-121
TYPE CD player and integrated stereo amplifier

PRICE (CD-S1.1) £455, (SV-121) £495

KEY FEATURES (CD-51.1) © HDCD playback

© Philips transport © Burr-Brown 24-bit/96kHz
DAC © Blanced XLR output © (SV-121) Oversized
toroidal transformer © OFC internal cable

© Balanced XLR input

CONTACT = 01892 539245
& www.metropolis-music.co.uk

december 2004 | HI-FI CHOICE 9




file

NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

(OPEN/CLOSE

SELECT
rase DMX

O DVD:
DIO CO PLAYER
nENBN nvn 2 91 0 DVD AUDIOVIDEO P

Hot on the heels of the DVD-3910 tested last month, this new universal disc

player now marks Denon's entry point for high-resolution multichannel audio.
The electronics giant has dropped DVD-Audio/SACD compatibility from its cheaper
DVD player range and is instead championing both formats as audiophile mediums for
upmarket machines. The new player is said to boast most of the performance features of
the £900 DVD-3910, but at a lower price point. It retains the latest-spec HDMI link
along with video scaling, four Burr-Brown audio DACs and a pure direct mode for music.
Price £600 Due Now = 01234 741 200

FMJ DV29

Arcam has unveiled its new flagship DVD player, replacing the FMJ DV27A — winner

of our coveted Editor's Choice badge back in HFC 246. The DV29 is a highly-specified
DVD-Audio/Video spinner, equipped with the latest version of HDMI (v1.1). This allows the
transmission of both digital video and multichannel digital audio to a compatible processor
or amplifier via a single connection. It's not a universal machine — there's no SACD playback
- but it supports DVD-Audio and its performance with both DVD-Video and CD is said to be
first-rate, the latter matching that of a high-end CD player. We can't wait to give it a spin...
Price £1,600 Due Now = 01223 203200 @ www.arcam.co.uk

PYRAMID

High-end electronics specialist Nagra has
launched an unusual pyramid-shaped monoblock
amplifier called the PMA (Pyramid Mosfet Amplifier), to
complement its upmarket PI-L and PL-P preamplifiers.
The unigue shape allows the electronics to be seated on
a solid aluminium base, which acts as a highly efficient
thermal dissipater. The amp delivers 200 watts into a
standard eight-ohm load and can be placed close to
loudspeakers for ideal operation. Speakers and amplifier
are safeguarded by DC protection and a heat-sensitive
auto power-off function.
Price £8,000 each Due December
@ 01235 810455
& www.nagraaudio.com

British loudspeaker stalwart
Harbeth has launched three new
speakers that although aimed at the AV
market, have been developed for music
playback. The NRG range comprises a
two-way standmount speaker (NRG2), a
three-way floorstander (NRG4) and a
dual driver centre channel speaker called
(NRG5). All models use soft dome
tweeters and coated paper cone drivers.
Price NRG2: £650 per pair,
NRG4: £1,250 per pair Due Now
@ 01444 484 371
# www.harbeth.co.uk

10 HI-FI CHOICE | december 2004



Tannoy has unveiled an incredibly stylish sub/sat package called Arena. The diminutive satellite speakers
use a 100mm version of Tannoy's dual concentric driver, implementing the brand's WideBand technology
into a miniature surround solution. This feature gives treble extension to 54kHz plus a respectable sensitivity rating
of 88dB. The package is available as a full 5.1 system and the satellite speakers can also be bought individually to
form 2.1 systems, or any other configuration you fancy. Arena’s funky 20-litre, 300-watt active subwoofer extends
to 16Hz, can be flipped to stand on its side and is arguably the best looking subwoofer we've seen to date!
Price 5.1 package: £1,199 (satellites: £199 each) Due December @ 01236 420199 # www.tannoy.com

B-350

After five years development Densen has
released its flagship amplifier, the B-350
monoblock. The product started life as a reference
amp which was used in Densen's R&D department,
but now its 125 watts per channel are available to
the audiophile. The amp uses a massive 750VA
transformer and utilises a host of proprietary
technology to keep output impedance low.
Price £2,600 Due Now
@ 0045 75 181214 & www.densen.com

TRIANGLE ESPRIT

French speaker specialist Triangle has

released a new range of speakers under the
Esprit banner. There are seven main speakers in
the line-up, plus two centre channel speakers,
dedicated rears and a sub. The main models
include three standmounts and four floorstanders,
one of which is a replacement for the Antal 202
(a Best Buy in HFC 257). Features throughout the
range include titanium tweeters, in-house
bass/mid drivers and a choice of three finishes.
Price From £290 to £1,395 per pair Due Now
@ 01753 652669 @ www.triangle-frcom

SPM 14000
Chord's new flagship mono power amp has
been designed to offer audiophiles

uncompromised performance. It uses the latest

generation, 12kW-capable power supply and 64 of

Chord's proprietary power output devices. There's

also a five-channel power amp called the SPM

2400 which delivers 5x200 watts.

Price £18,900 Due Now

@ 01622 721444 & www.chordelectronics.co.uk

SENNHEISER has topped its 500 series with
the new HD595 — a £150 set of headphones
utilising technology passed down from the
£300 HD650. Duofol diaphragms are said to
extend bass response and longevity is assured
courtesy of the Kevlar-reinforced single-sided
cable. Its frequency response is a claimed
12-38,500Hz, ideal for high-resolution audio.
@ 0800 652 5002

ISOTEK has produced a new range of
multi-way mains extension blocks offering
between four and eight sockets, with
prices starting at £155 for a four-way
block. The units benefit from IsoTek's
Polaris X technology that's said to reduce
mains noise, with further features
including silver-plated, PTFE-insulated
cabling and spike/surge protection. The
blocks can also be upgraded to
incorporate the more sophisticated
Gemini and Orion circuit boards.
= 01635 291357

VAN DEN HUL has released a new

high-performance, silver-coated mains cable
called the Mainsserver. The cable has been
designed for low power consumption
appliances such as CD/DVD players and
preamps and is said to eliminate noise and
shield against interference. The internal
construction is based around seven OFC
leads with a dense silver coating. The cable
costs £125 for a 1.5 metre length.

@ 01235 511166

HI-Fl

magazine

ERRATA: Gremlins crept into the office last
month and stole the Best Buy badge from
Denon's superb DVD-3910 universal disc
player (appropriately reunited in the picture
above). Also, we stated that the Supra
LoRad mains cable is priced at £12. That's
actually the unterminated price - it's really
£50 to you and me. It's still spiffing value
though -turn to p57 for evidence...

december 2004 | HI-FI CHOICE T1




HAPPENINGS

ANDY WHITTLE

Job title: Managing Director
Company: Exposure
Electronics

What's your most exciting product in
development at the moment?

We are currently signing off a new 35
integrated amplifier, to launch early next year.
This replaces the old 25 integrated, one of
Exposure's best-selling products. The new 35
offers a considerable uplift in performance over
the 25 in terms of power output, bass control
and dynamics.

What's the future of hi-fi?

Difficult to say, it is in a precarious position. |
believe that there will always be a demand for
high-quality two-channel music systems but
that might not be significant enough to sustain
medium-sized manufacturers. These will most
likely move manufacture to the Far East, if they
haven't already done so.

DVD-Audio or SACD - and why?

Looks like a repeat of VHS vs Betamax or
QWERTY keyboard vs Dvorak keyboard. Both
formats appear to offer an improvement over
CD but | think DVD-Audio will win out due to
its association with DVD and greater mass
market appeal.

Is the universal disc player the future of
CD playback?

Not as far as we are concerned. Our CD player
sales are increasing year on year. With over
three billion CDs produced over the last twenty
years we see enough demand in our sector.

NOVEMBER

57 What Hi-Fi Sound & Vision Show
Novotel London West Hotel
020 8267 8378
Second year for this new home
cinema and hi-fi show
Audiojumble
Leatherhead Leisure Centre,
Leatherhead
07730 134973
Second-hand treasures for southerners

FEBRUARY

25-27 Sound & Vision 2005
Mariott Hotel Bristol,
www.bristolshow.co.uk
The UK's largest hi-fi and home cinema
show — highly recommended
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Down hy law

Fraud is on the rise in hi-fi circles this month. A Chinese company has produced a copy of a Creek
Audio amplifier called the 4330 Mk3. The bogus Creek is made by the company that once represented
Creek in China - it has even had the audacity to put Mike Creek’s signature on the front. lronically, that's
something you won't find on a genuine Creek amp! The 4330 is no longer made by Creek in any form.
Sticking with the legal theme, Tara Labs has got itself into trouble with US Customs over allegations that it has
been passing off foreign-made cables as American-made items. Federal agents raided the company's Ashland,
Oregon premises and seized over $600,000 worth of cables, documents and computers.
Elsewhere, DTS has filed a lawsuit against Chinese company Shinco
International for trademark infringement. “This lawsuit
represents DTS's continuing efforts to
enforce our intellectual property rights,
and protect our company, our licensees
and consumers,” said Brian Towne, Vice
President of the Consumer/Pro Audio
Division at DTS.

MLP for HD-DVD

Both the DVD Forum and the Blu-ray Disc Association have selected Dolby Digital Plus and MLP
@ (Meridian Lossless Packing) for their forthcoming high-resolution video formats — HD-DVD and Blu-ray.
The DVD Forum, which backs HD-DVD, also selected DTS++, an alternative lossy compression system, as a
mandatory requirement. Dolby Digital Plus is actually a considerably more efficient coding system than the
existing Dolby Digital but it offers the potential for more than the standard 5.1 channels with a flexibility
that's designed to make it work with a variety of next-generation cable,

broadcast and satellite systems.

HD-DVD and Blu-ray will be in direct competition to become the
‘next-generation DVD' format when the first hardware is launched next
year. Both are primarily video formats, developed to handle advancements
in digital video technology, and as such will be largely driven by the movie
industry. But the inclusion of MLP means hi-res DVD-Audio sound is a

B/u-rayD/'52

possibility on both formats, perhaps for both movies and music.

TECEYNFL o e
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Late night surround sound

Marantz's next upmarket universal disc player will have some unusual new features. The DV-9500 (due

early 2005) will be the first standalone DVD player to sport Dolby Headphone, allowing the user to listen
to multichannel sources through a pair of conventional headphones. This means late night listening in surround,
without the inevitable complaints from the rest of the family! The DV-9500 will also be the first player from the

Marantz stable to feature the HDMI (High Definition Multimedia Interface) digital audio/video connection.
What's more, its onboard bass management system is claimed to be the most comprehensive yet sported by a
DVD-Audio/SACD player, meaning less reliance on partnering processors and multichannel amps to make the
most of these hi-res multichannel music formats. Expect a review as soon as we can get our hands on one...



IN THE STUDIO
ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS
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EPG for DAB

DAB digital radio may have had some critical knocks due to sound

quality, but its functionality is set to increase with the introduction
of EPG or electronic programme guides thanks to new software from
Ensigma, a subsidiary of Imagination Technologies alongside Pure Digital.
David McBrien of Imagination Technologies describes the technology
thus: “The EPG enables radio listeners to search the listings of digital
stations they receive, then select a programme, or set a reminder up to
seven days in advance. It brings the functionality we now take for granted

in digital television broadcast to DAB digital radio.”

The first EPC-enabled DAB receiver is expected to be Pure's Bug radio

for which a downloadable upgrade will be available from the end of the
year. EPG broadcasting is due to start in October.

CoONOOUH_ WN=

JIMMY’S TWEAKS #27

HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - HI-FI'S SUPER TWEAKER

Telephone ear
One of the curses of modern life is
spending half your working day (or more)
on the telephone. Quite apart from the
health concerns regarding high levels of
electromagnetic radiation from mobiles,
there's the damaging effect produced by
having a loud and rather ‘peaky’
transducer pressed close to your ear for
hours on end - a problem exacerbated if you always use the same ear.
After having been on the phone for a while, it's interesting to put
the handset to your other ear. If the perceived sound is quite distinct, it
indicates that your ears have differing sensitivity and frequency
response. Hopefully, a day or two spent phone-free (is that really
possible??!) should see your two ears back on equal par.

Stravinsky Petroushka etc, piano/Naxos (CD)
Wagner Ring/Decca 455 555-2 (14CD)

Takemitsu Autumn/Denon CD-18032 (CD)
Messiaen Turangalila/Decca 470 627-2 (SACD)
Rachmaninov Vespers/Pentatone 5186027 (SACD)
Shostakovich String Quartets/DG 463 284-2 (5CD)
Mahler Das Lied Von Der Erde/DG 471 635-2 (SACD)
Respighi Pines etc/Reference Recordings RR-95CD (HDCD)
Stravinsky Firebird (transcribed for piano)/Naxos 8.555999 (CD)

10 Haydn Creation/Deutsche Harmonia Mundi 82876 58340 2 (2CD)

SUPER FURRY ANIMALS/
GRUFF RHYS

Title: Yr Atal Genhedlaeth

Release date: Jan 2005

Expect not one but two Super Furry
Animals-related releases next year. The first
is a solo album from the band's frontman
Gruff Rhys, containing 11 songs and
bearing the Welsh title 'Yr Atal
Genhedlaeth'. The second is the band's
seventh studio album, due in spring and
which Rhys says has “an orchestral feel.”

FLAMING LIPS

Title: At War With The Mystics
Release date: 2005

Last Flaming Lips album Yoshimi Battles
The Pink Robots, won a Grammy and sold
200,000 in the UK alone. The follow-up is
again produced by Dave Fridmann
(Mercury Rev/Mogwai/Sparklehorse).
"We've moved to sounds that are made by
robots that come off organic,” says the
band's Wayne Coyne. “It's getting into a
space-age jazz element, like a sort of
progressive Dixieland.” The mind boggles.

THE LEMONHEADS

Title: thc

Release date: 2005

You thought they had split up after not
hearing from the Lemonheads since 1996's
Car Button Cloth. Not so, insists the band's
main man Evan Dando. After a solo album
and a spell touring as the singer with the
reformed MC5, he is busily writing a new
Lemonheads album but has not revealed
who else will be in the band’s line-up.

FRANZ FERDINAND

Title: thc

Release date: autumn 2005

In these days of top bands taking three or
four years between albums, it’s refreshing to
learn that Scotland's Franz Ferdinand are

already planning the follow-up to their
chart-topping, Mercury Prize-winning debut.
Producer Dan ‘The Automator’ Nakamura
says the demos for the new album are
“more musically diverse,” and suggests the
results will be “a little bit more electronic”.

OASIS

Title: thc

Release date: May 2005

We've reported the next Oasis album before
- but since then the band has gone back to
the drawing board and started again with
producer Dave Sardy (The Thrills). "It's been
meandering because we've not had a
deadline," Noel Gallagher admits. "Now
we've to get it out by 26 May."

ALSO COMING SOON

JAZZ/ CLASSICAL

Christine Tobin Romance and Revolutions
(Nov) Various Women Of Latin America
(Nov) Bryn Terfel Silent Noon (Nov)
Wilhelm Furtwangler The Fascination Of
Furtwangler (Nov)

DVD-AUDIO/ SACD

Grateful Dead American Beauty (DVD-A
DualDisc, Nov) Nine Inch Nails Downward
Spiral (SACD, Nov) Hilary Hahn/ LSO
Elgar: Violin Concerto (SACD, Nov) Neil
Young Greatest Hits (DVD-A DualDisc,
Nov) Keane Hopes And Fears (SACD, Nov)
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paul Messenger

Shock of the old

The coming of age of retro-fi

“They might struggle at frequency extremes,
and lack the power of solid state, but valve
amps do a superior joh of the midband.”

could soon overtake regular CD players, if
current trends continue. Mid-year | had great
fun doing a valve amp group test, and while |
continue with solid state for speaker reviewing,
because they're much less likely to get upset by

ooking back over the last year, most of the

high points have more to do with old than
new technology. I've sometimes wondered
whether ‘retro-fi' was just a passing phase,
born of romantic nostalgia rather than
seriously attempting to advance musical
fidelity, but the last year has certainly
convinced me that we still have plenty left to
learn from the past. And also that much of
what passes for technological ‘progress' often
has more to do with making things more
cheaply than making them better.

Time and again, ‘obsolete’ technologies
continue to defy the passage of time and the
predictions of technophiles. Vinyl hasn't been
this popular since the 1980s - turntable sales
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‘difficult’ loads, | can well understand why
enthusiasts choose the thermionic route.

They might struggle a bit towards the
frequency extremes, and lack the power of
solid state models, but valve amps invariably
do a superior job through the midband, which
is after all the most important part of the
spectrum. They'll never match the cool-running,
fit-and-forget convenience of solid state,
but today's valve amps are increasingly civilised
affairs: Audio Research’s VSi55 is a particularly
fine all-rounder with full remote control.

Another interesting discovery was just how
good amplifiers using little EL84 output valves
could sound, not only in the Audio Note OTO
SE that was part of the test, but also in a
restored vintage Leak Stereo 20 that one of

the listening test panellists had brought along.
And the benefits of valves were further
emphasised a few months later when | got to
try the wonderful Magnum Dynalab MD106T
tuner, featured amongst this issue's Awardees.
Retro speakers are not yet fashionable, but |
hope their time will come. One 2004 high spot
for me was the very bulky Tannoy Yorkminster,
which uses 300mm dual concentric main
drivers with two very retro features — Alnico
magnets and fabric surrounds. Both of these
techniques virtually disappeared back in the
1960s, and both contribute to this speaker's
delightful midrange delicacy and transparency,
which in a very real sense parallels and
complements that delivered by valve amps.
The Yorkminster proved a bit too big for my
room, but its cheaper Kensington brother, with
half the box volume and a 24cm Alnico dual
concentric driver, is equally impressive, and a
rather better match. It lacks a little deep bass
grunt, but the midrange is even better, and



dynamics are superb. Assuming the 1950s
styling and mahogany veneer doesn't put you
off, this is unquestionably one of the finest
speakers available, and a powerful argument
for the virtues of Alnico magnets, paper cones
and low-hysteresis fabric surrounds.
is a former editor of Hi-Fi
Choice and has been writing about his
favourite hobby for nearly 30 years

Alvin Gold

Firm favourites

2004 turned out some classic kit

0ne of the highlights of my year was - or
should have been - the glitzy relaunch of
the now B&W-owned Classé brand in the
unparalleled surroundings of Gaudi's Casa
Batllé in Barcelona. It should have been
excellent, but somehow it all unravelled. First, |
tripped over just outside the magnificent
Gaudi edifice, cracking a rib and killing my
camera stone cold dead. The Classé product
looked great, but it has taken months for any
of it to reach the shops. As | write, most of the
range still remains unavailable, and none has
yet arrived at my door for review — though I'm
dining out on the promises. Meanwhile, Mark
Levinson has relaunched, with the new 320S
preamplifier — the final product signed off
under the old Madrigal management — making
a cameo appearance at the Heathrow Hi-fi
Show & AV Expo in late September, and
looking a million dollars. If it's a quarter as
good as it looks it should be worth twice as
much as it costs. Follow...?

One of the joys of the year has been the sheer
quantity of excellent high-end hi-fi that | have
had the pleasure of getting to know. The
obverse of this is that there has been so little to
get excited about at the volume end of the
market, but there are exceptions. One obvious
candidate is the excellent Pioneer DV868i-S
universal player. Okay, at £1,000 it's not cheap
cheap, and its external build and finish are no
better than they need to be. But with its integral
HDMI and i.Link interfaces, this is one of the
first players capable of delivering all kinds of
digital audio and video in its native form, and it
performs well out of its price class, both as an

RETRO

REVISITED

HI-F1

TAG MCLAREN AV32R
MULTICHANNEL PROCESSOR

When the watches-to-Formula 1

. group Mclaren turned to hi-fi, it
?%%%f put a lot of noses out of joint by

“4 taking over the sleepy Audiolab
brand. It started innocuously enough with
refinements to the existing stereo line, but its
abrasive hands-on CEO, Udo Zucker, saw TAG
MclLaren as a vehicle with which to express his
personal passion, namely home cinema with
the qualities of high-end high fidelity.

The turning point was the development of
the AV32R in 1999, a THX-compliant cinema
home processor based on a SHARC DSP with
Flash-upgradeable ROM, which was a clean
sheet design from a powerful and
well-equipped team at the glossy company HQ
in Huntingdon with help from the (then) very
successful Formula 1 software engineers at
TAG Electronics Systems. The price was
£2,000, and the AV32R was everything its
competitors were not, namely sleek, slim and
elegant (it had the same form factor as the
company's stereo preamp), with a brilliantly
simple control system and display, and sound
quality approaching that of high-end stereo
component separates.

Its performance as a multichannel amp was
good too, but it was hampered in various ways,
one example being Udo's not entirely rational
dislike of pure analogue inputs, which it soon
transpired were very difficult to cope without
in an age of multichannel audio. This hardly
mattered when the AV32R was introduced, but
matters soon changed. Another problem which
the company struggled with from the
beginning was the AV32R's USP. Not only was
there very little space inside to shoehorn in all
the circuitry, there was very little rear panel
real estate for the mass of sockets it required.

To address these problems, and to keep up
with developments as the multichannel market
began to evolve, TAG McLaren set out to
support its fledgling multichannel product
range, of which the AV32R was always the
centrepiece, with an extraordinarily
comprehensive programme of firmware
updates and bolt-on upgrades. The programme
was supported by easily the best website in AV
history, which amounted to a TAG community

- —_—
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“The AV32R was
everything its competitors
were not, namely sleek,
slim and elegant.”

of owners and aspiring owners.

Many of the early changes were essentially
bug fixes and minor enhancements, mostly
available free of charge, but in 2000 new
functionality became available via the
TAGtronic Communication Bus. Later a
7.1-channel upgrade and custom install
features were added along with additions to
the suite of surround sound modes - Dolby Pro
Logic Il and HDCD, THX (later Dolby) EX,
DTS-ES and Neo:6. Finally in 2002 a
5.1-channel analogue input became available.
It was even possible to add an internal DAB
radio. Towards the end of its life, a version with
dual SHARC processing supporting THX Ultra2
and room equalisation was launched at around
£4,000. But the financial footing of the
company was undermined by the high cost of
serving a relatively limited marketplace and
selling prices that in retrospect were too low. In
2003 the company ceased trading.

Remaining stocks are being sold off, and
existing customers supported by IAG (Quad,
Wharfedale) - it's even possible that the
technology will have a second outing as a
future Quad processor. In the meantime, the
AV32R remains a tribute, a shining beacon to
the tenacity and commercial folly of one of the
most inventive electronics companies home
cinema has ever seen - or ever will.

Alvin Gold




file

DISPATCHES SPECIAL

“The last thing that anyone needs are
dogmatic, doctrinal dealers.”

audio and as a video player. Turning to
vinyl replay, the Roksan Radius 5 (acrylic) with
its Nima unipivot arm is sensationally desirable
at £850. Loudspeaker highlights include the
Mission Elegante e83, which | enjoyed greatly,
though some might criticise it as soft-centred.

Slightly further up the food chain, one of the
real highlights of the year was the Anthony
Callo Nucleus Reference IIl loudspeaker. It may
look like a collection of kitchen utensils on
stilts, and on the wrong day it has a certain
rawness, but in its own crazy way, it really
works. Balls, transparency, absence of box type
artefacts — whatever, it makes music.

But there was another speaker last year that
made an even greater impression. Sadly it costs
a lot more than the Gallo but it is an
extraordinarily refined loudspeaker, with class
leadingly low levels of coloration, and the kind
of imagery in depth, and clarity without undue
emphasis that simply brings music to life and
helps you forget you're listening to an
elaborately staged forgery. | refer to the
Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be, which is arguably
the most practical and rounded in the Utopia
series, and a loudspeaker | still miss badly,
though | sent it back home half a year or more
ago. Used with the exquisite Hovland
HP-200/RADIA pre/power amp combination
and a BAT VK-D5SE valve CD player you would
have something very special.

began writing about hi-fi more than
20 years ago and has since become one of the
UK's most internationally renowned reviewers
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David Vivian

Demo devils

System selection is all about choice

It’s one of life's great truisms that there are
more questions than answers but when it
comes to hi-fi shops in 2004, there are too
damn many. One of the most nagging, not to
say perplexing, is why some stock such a
narrow range of brands?

The devil in the demo room is this — A versus
B is fine if you're a buff, and have already
decided that C, D and E wouldn't be as good.
But it's not if you don't know hi-fi and want to
make a decision from a standing start.

Accept the implicit doctrine of someone else
and suddenly you're part of a smaller, flatter
universe, not a bigger one. There's an
ideological chasm between the ‘trust us'
approach and the ‘'what-sort-of-system-do-you-
really-want?' alternative, a truly unbiased and
open-ended approach. Choice represents real
purchasing power. Far from putting prospective
customers off, it draws them into the whole
process of tailoring a sound for themselves.

Earlier this year, | sat in on five hour-long
demonstrations at The Listening Rooms in
London’s Old Brompton Road, the final one
going on long after the shop's closing time. It

ended in a £3,000 sale. All the
{ preceding demo customers made
new appointments — not because

/(Uﬂm they didn't cover a lot of ground in

their sessions, but because there
were still more options to explore.

Crucially, the demos didn't run out of

steam after A had beaten B. And the
customers actually looked as if they
were enjoying the adventure once they'd
recovered from the mild shock of
discovering the significant differences
between similarly priced products.
The most enlightened customer who left
the shop that day was the bloke who wanted
Acoustic Energy AET speakers. He'd brought
along an industrial-sized Technics integrated
amp of uncertain pedigree and implausible
complexity for the gig. A less suitable amp
with which to drive the diminutive and
impossibly demanding AEs would have been
hard to imagine.

And yet when connected to the small metal
boxes, to the considerable surprise of the staff,
if not the customer, it turned out to be
not merely good, but terrific.

Within a flexible framework, such ‘apparent’
anomalies are bound to occur. The important
thing is that they're allowed to. The last thing
the man with the Technics amp needed was a
lecture in hierarchical system building and an
expensive pre-power combination. The last
thing anyone needs are dogmatic, doctrinal
dealers. Choice and an open-minded attitude
are the keys to this industry's future.

has been wallowing in gorgeous
hi-fi and then describing its virtues and/or
vices in Hi-Fi Choice since 1990
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Jason K; nedy

Two for one?

Should hi-res discs combine?

his has been the year when the

high-resolution formats should have
consolidated their positions and started to
gain acceptance if not popularity in the world
outside of hi-fi. This has not happened - you
can still walk into very large music shops and



get a blank look when you ask for SACD or
DVD-Audio. In LA this summer | found a small
shelf dedicated to the formats in a Virgin
Megastore, the first I've seen. | bought Beck's
Sea Change and was surprised to find it was
SACD only, not hybrid, and thus only works in
SACD players - that won't win many converts.

In an attempt to broaden the appeal of
DVD-A, the major labels have rubber stamped
a hybrid version called DualDisc, with both CD
and DVD versions of each album on a single
disc. Smaller record labels such as Canada's
3Bone Audio, which released an album by
electronic musician KAJE on both CD and
DVD-Ain a single sleeve, with an additional
AAC version for iPod users, have taken a more
sensible approach. This multidisc idea is easier
to understand while offering a greater sense of
value at little extra cost. In the UK, video
mixmasters Hexstatic have done a similar thing
with their album Master View on separate CD
and DVD discs - stereo 3D glasses included.

As far as the dedicated high-res formats go,
SACD is surging ahead in both units and titles,
and sales have been boosted by popular
back-catalogue material from the likes of Pink
Floyd and the Rolling Stones. These remasters
would probably have sold just as well without
their hi-res layer but hopefully some of them
will end up on universal players and their
owners will think that the result is good
enough to warrant closer examination. It's a
path, of sorts, but not a very clear one.

A video option for SACD has also been
created called SA-CS2CD, which could be used
to give the format wider appeal to an
increasingly video-oriented listening public.
But it seems unlikely that this will bring
SACD's sonic potential to the fore.

It would seem that the majority of
sound-sensitive end users are less concerned
about the multichannel potential of these
formats than the resolve offered in stereo.
Townshend's stunning TA 565 universal player
functions in multichannel but has had
considerably more attention paid to its main
stereo channels than the remaining 3.1
outputs — creator Max Townshend says his
customers are less in multichannel. Marantz,
meanwhile, has launched a Premium series
stereo-only SACD player, the SA-1151, so it
looks like they are getting the same feedback.

Ironically, thanks to SACD, this autumn sees
the first ever issue of the classical Mercury Living
Presence series in the short-lived three-channel
stereo format that they were originally recorded
in back in the fifties and sixties. With goalposts
moving at this rate, multichannel capability may
be worth keeping after all.

began working on Hi-Fi Choice

over 15 years ago, eventually rising to the
position of editor. He's currently indulging his
passions as a freelance hi-fi writer

CLASSIC ALBUMS

THE CLASH
LONDON CALLING

In 1979 the Clash were
struggling to make a credible
album. The kudos they'd received
with their seminal, self-titled

debut, and its text-book example of three-chord

aggressive alienation, had largely been thrown
away by its anthemic follow-up, Give 'Em

Enough Rope. Despite containing some of their

best songs, this had committed the heinous

punk sin of using US rock producer Sandy

Pearlman (best known for his work with

stadium metal monsters Blue Oyster Cult),

apparently culminating in an attempt to sell
out. They needed to win their credibility back.

They did it, not by returning to the garage
band basics of their debut, but by moving in a
different direction entirely, taking in elements
of ska, dub reggae, rockabilly, soul, R&B, jazz
and pop and banging them out with punk
attitude, redefining the possibilities of the
genre, and indeed, rock itself.

Despite their punk roots, the Clash were in
fact fine musicians for the most part, in
particular drummer Topper Headon, whose
versatility would be allowed full rein on
London Calling. And with guitarist/singers
Mick Jones and Joe Strummer there was a
songwriting partnership of enviable quality
(sharp-cheekboned bassist Paul Simonon
meanwhile mostly just looked very cool and
provided Olympic-grade sneers).

The seemingly odd decision to ask one-time
Mott The Hoople producer Guy Stevens to
helm the sessions proved a fruitful one. He
was to die of problems related to alcoholism in
1981 but still managed to produce ‘inspired
chaos', flinging chairs around, pogoing
frantically inches from Strummer's face while
he tried to sing, which all contributed to the
‘anything-goes’ mood. The band would often
turn up at Wessex Studios in north London to
find him crashed out drunk under the mixing
desk - fortunately engineer Bill Price, another
Hoople alumnus, was on hand to salvage
something from the potential wreckage.

There were a myriad influences begging for
attention, and it took the Clash at their
creative and performing peak to mould them
into a cohesive whole (and squeeze them onto

“It took the Clash at their
creative peak to mould
their myriad influences
into a cohesive whole.”

a double album). So we get The Card Cheat,
treated like a Phil Spector wall of sound, with
every instrument played twice to make it
sound bigger, and the rockabilly surge of Brit
rocker Vince Taylor's Brand New Cadillac, all
stripped down automotive vigour and snap.
Then there's the late-addition, Train In Vain
(Jones wrote it too late to feature on the
original album cover — it's an extra track
credited only in the run-off groove at the end
of side four), which comes on like a tribute to
early Motown. Paul Simonon's dub reggae
opus Guns Of Brixton features a monstrous
bass riff, later sampled by Fatboy Slim, and of
course there's plenty of the blazing rebel rock
that was the Clash's stock in trade, most
famously on the title track.

It was the last time the Clash were fully
united. Ahead lay grinding US tours and the
sprawling if occasionally inspired triple album
Sandinista. The Strummer/Jones songwriting
axis would grind to a halt and Topper would
become addicted to heroin for years. But on
London Calling, the Clash are everything that
made them great: angry, focused and eclectic,
with a global attitude and universal appeal.
They really don't make ‘em like this anymore,
though Columbia’s extensive 25th anniversary
CD reissue, including long-lost demo recordings
and contemporary video, comes close.

Dave Oliver
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Alan Sircom

To DSP or not to DSP

The evolution of hi-fi is happening fast..

his year, I've been mostly playing... stereo.

Now, this was unexpected. | was fully
geared up for 2004 to herald the big shift to
multichannel music on SACD and DVD-Audio.
In the US, there are enough sales of DVD-Audio
and SACD to mark them out as blips on the
charts. The Americans have a large selection of
discs and there is even a small amount of PR
support for the formats. The same is not true
here. In the UK, 2004 may be known as the
year DVD-Audio and SACD all but dropped off
the mass market radar. This is in part because
the average DVD player purchaser appears
more interested in price than performance, but
largely because the formats are desperately
under-supported in the high street.

DVD-Audio and SACD are not dead — people
who make informed value judgements about
sound quality will look at multichannel music as
a valid entertainment medium in its own right.
The formats are especially popular with
collectors of classical music (on both SACD and
DVD-A) and jazz (on SACD in particular).
However, | predict that over the next year or
two, we shall see less and less DVD-Audio and
SACD logos appearing on entry-level electronics.

Perhaps hi-fi manufacturers were
concentrating so hard on what might be the
next big thing in music (multichannel) that
they overlooked what really was the next big
thing... downloadable music. Companies like
Sony claimed to be relatively disinterested in
the internet audio market right up until the
early part of this year, despite the huge success
of Apple’s world-dominating iPod.

But this is changing, and changing fast. Now
there's a download chart and almost every
portable audio company has an iPod clone. It's
time for the internet to make sweet love to the
hi-fi system. Cyrus, Imerge and Onkyo all
feature network audio devices, to allow
seamless transmission of compressed and
uncompressed audio signals along computer
networking systems, and as the might of the
downloaded tune takes hold, this looks like a
market that's set to grow and grow.

Networked audio naturally leads to custom
install — the CEDIA people have been
experimenting with this for years. Hi-fi die-hards
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“The next hig thing turned out to he
downloadahle music... it’s time for the net to
make sweet love to the the hi-fi system.”

are traditionally wary of custom install, often
with good reason — the best places to hide a
pair of speakers for custom install usually make
exactly the worst places to site speakers for
good stereo reproduction. However, today's
custom installer has a DSP (digital signal
processor) ace up their sleeve. It's possible to
correct a multitude of poor placement sins
with clever signal processing.

This DSP adjustment is becoming cheaper
and more acceptable solution outside of the
custom install world, with many AV receivers
and amplifiers now featuring DSP-driven
automated set-up systems. It's possible that
the same could come to stereo (in fact,
Meridian and TACT have already begun the
process). However, in this context it would be
used not to correct poor positioning of
speakers, but to overcome the idiosyncrasies of
the listening room. Once we get over the
heresy of using DSP to improve our stereo
systems, we will all get the benefit of a better
sound. Hopefully...

began his journalistic career at

HFC 12 years ago. He has since become
one of the hi-fi and AV industry’s most
respected scribes
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Hi-fi jewellery

Hi-fi needs to get prettier to survive

Iwrite this freshly arrived home from the
Heathrow Hi-Fi Show. There, a realisation
crystallised in my brain which however had
been slowly forming — hi-fi is getting prettier. A
lot prettier. And it has happened quite recently.
Or at any rate, it has been over the last year
that the trend towards good-looking hi-fi has
really amounted to a wholesale move by a
significant proportion of manufacturers.

Yes, there are still plenty of square boxes out
there. Some of them are very smart square
boxes, many of them perform very well and offer
superb value for money. For many purchasers
they represent highly desirable items. That's



fine, but there are now also lots of source,
amplification and speaker components that
look a million dollars. They will be the salvation
of the hi-fi business, because they appeal to
people beyond the traditional hi-fi enthusiast -
and let's face it, we're on the decrease.

A survey of a few recent issues of HFC
provides further evidence. B&W's PV1
subwoofer, Chord's Choral range, O'hEocha'’s
wireless speakers, all look fantastic and more
than qualified to sit in an upmarket,
style-conscious 21st-century home. More
candidates can be found in advertisers’
photographs of, for instance, Ferguson Hill
horn speakers and Shanling's CD player. But it
was walking the corridors of the show that
really brought home the range available. The
audio standard of most of the kit available
(smart and ugly alike) is these days seldom in
doubt — what really sorts the sheep from the
goats is appearances.

Speakers have benefited perhaps more than
any other category. Look at Anthony Callo's
spheres, for instance. Discreet, available in a
wide range of colours, funky — in a word,
delightful. Tannoy's new 'Arena’ range is
artfully sculpted to disguise its function and
looks a world away from the traditional
bookshelf speaker. Designs like these are
facilitated not least by the ready availability of
computer-aided design and manufacturing
(CAD/CAM) whereby small manufacturers
can design curvy 3-D shapes on the computer
and transfer the design effortlessly to the
mould-maker, cutting out endless iterations of
model-making and tooling which would
otherwise price production out of reach.

But industrial design is being brought to
bear in simpler ways too — equipment racks,
for instance. These were once uniformly black,
foursquare, functional constructions. Compare
and contrast the current variety of tastefully
profiled glass, wood and brushed aluminium.
Best of all are racks purpose-made for a range
of equipment, where the whole is greater than
the sum of the parts, as with the current Tube
Technology gear. Out of context, each part
looks somewhere between dull and bizarre,
but assembled it is a truly gorgeous system.

Due credit must of course be given to
trail-blazers in the field, not all of whom
survived in business to see the fruition of their
vision. Lecson amps, Michell turntables, Blue
Room speakers and others all presaged the
trend. Now, the realisation that 'hi-fi jewellery’
is neither an oxymoron nor damnation with
faint praise will, | believe, help a new
generation to discover the joys of high quality
music reproduction in the home. Let us rejoice!

is a professional musician and
experienced recording engineer. He knows a
thing or three about hi-fi technology too

TECHNO

TECHNOLOGY EXPLORED

YOU CAN NEVER HAVE
TOO MUCH POWER!

In the last Techno we looked at
the general subject of audio
power. Where does it all come
from? Looking upstream from the
amp's output stage, it comes from the internal
power supply, the home and street mains
wiring and ultimately a huge rotatic machine
somewhere miles away. Now the basic criterion
for an amp's power supply is simple enough: it
needs to be able to deliver the notional rated
power without failing. That's about it. So why
then does Cyrus (see reviews p72, p80),
among others, offer power supply upgrades?

The power supply's job is to supply a steady
voltage (or two) to the amplifier proper,
irrespective of how much current is drawn from
it. There are basically two kinds of supply,
requlated and unregulated. The regulated
version uses electronics — in fact, an amplifier
of sorts — to keep the output voltage constant,
while the unregulated one relies on the mains
voltage, plus transformer and capacitor
performance, for stability.

Most power amps have an unregulated
supply, which means that the ‘steady’ voltage
actually varies as current is drawn. This only
slightly decreases notional output power but
can have a quite nasty effect on the whole
circuit, effectively producing distortion, hence
reducing clarity. Bigger transformers and/or
capacitors do a lot to fix that. They also help in
regulated supplies, because the electronic
stabilisation has only a finite degree of
effectiveness. Obviously one can upgrade the
electronics too!

There are other effects. The relatively high
currents that flow within the parts of a power
supply can cause interference inside the amp
case due to the magnetic fields they create.
Ironically, big transformers and capacitors tend
to cause peak currents to be higher so the
potential for interference is greater. This is why
many power supply upgrades involve an
external box containing these components,
since physical separation is a highly effective
way of dealing with interference.

Even the diodes, which convert alternating
current (AC) to direct current (DC) can have an
effect. They switch on and off rapidly and can

“Instead of the power
supply, one can fiddle with
the amp to make it less
sensitive to disturbances.”

produce bursts of high frequency oscillation
which again leads to internal interference. You
can get diodes that produce lower noise levels
but they cost more and naturally (since we're
admittedly talking about relatively small
effects in the overall scheme of things) most
equipment uses cheap ones.

There's another way of looking at the whole
power supply problem. Although interference,
noise and voltage dips are produced by the
supply, it is the amplifier circuit that responds.
Instead of fiddling with the power supply, one
can fiddle with the amp to make it less
sensitive to such disturbances. Anything from a
substantial circuit change to re-routing some
wires can have the desired effect.

Good designers will of course already have
done that to some degree, but more can
always be done — of course one must be
careful to ensure that other aspects of the
amp's behaviour don't suffer as a side effect.
And then there is always a point of
diminishing returns, not to mention a budget.
In the end, all design is a compromise between
a whole raft of factors, and from an
aftermarket point of view upgrading the power
supply is often practical and viable. What's
certain, however, is that the perfect power
supply is no more realisable than the perfect
amplifier.

Richard Black




ESSENTIALS

TCI VIPER 6
£180 (1M SET)

We reviewed the basic Viper some years ago, and liked it. The

design hasn't changed — it's still a pseudo-balanced design made
from good materials and fitted with high-quality locking phono plugs -
but TCI now does a set of six for surround applications. One might think
that surround would be more forgiving of cables than stereo since each
channel has less work to do in creating an image, but this little lot,
dropped into a medium-grade multichannel set-up, had an immediate
and obvious effect in improving clarity and intelligibility of speech and
music. Strongly recommended as a first upgrade for any surround system.
@ 07710 196949 # www.true-colours.com

WIREWORLD TERRA 5
£5/ M (TERMINATION £30)

One of Wireworld's cheapest cables, the Terra 5 still employs the

company's trademark 'Symmetricoax’ design, which gives it
unusually high capacitance and also brings the benefits of screening
(though interference is seldom a problem on speaker cables). Still, the
construction does seem to have its benefits. Despite fairly high DC
resistance, the sound is unusually clear and extended for a budget cable.
Bass is deep, powerful and tuneful while treble is quite noticeably
sweeter than with most competing wires. Stereo imaging is also very fine,
and image depth definitely exceeds expectations.
@ 020 8991 9200 & www.wireworldaudio.co.uk
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ZERO AUTOFORMERS
£252 (PAIR)

Amps don't always work at their best into eight ohms, and some

speakers are even lower impedance than that. The Autoformers act
as impedance-matching transformers that present a higher speaker
impedance to the amp, promising lowered distortion at the expense of
ultimate loudness. Various impedance ratios are available, though 2:1
and 4:1 should cover it for most purposes. Despite a small tonality
change in most cases and an occasional slight loss of bass clarity,
midrange and treble gained in detail and vibrancy, making for improved
communication and long-term listenability, a real net benefit.
& www.zeroimpedance.com
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WALKER AUDIO /
SUPER SILVER TREATI;IIENT
£5

Unlike Caig and most other contact treatments, this one is actually

conductive, consisting of silver flakes suspended in jelly. But does
this necessarily make it better? On phono plugs and so on it seems
equally effective, though we would expect it to last longer in applications
where plugs are often mated and unmated. Where this really scores is on
internal applications such as valve pins, which are notoriously difficult to
treat. It's fiddly to do and requires some care, but for the dedicated
valve-lover the benefits are clear. Antique kit can benefit from Caig, then
dry wiping, then SST. Expensive, but long-lasting and worth the trouble.
@ 01282 867819 4 www.walkeraudio.com
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PARTINGTON DREADNOUGHT BROADSIDE
£239 (60CM PAIR)
The Partington ‘Dreadnought’ range has a fine reputation which this new
model seeks to build on. It's an uncommonly solid, weighty and
acoustically dead design, with resin-loaded top and bass and fillable columns,
with four spiked feet. We found it an ideal base for a variety of speakers,
especially small but punchy models which can typically deliver their best bass
when sturdily mounted in this fashion. Larger standmounts also appreciate it,
and in all cases treble is clear and free of confusion. It's worth experimenting
with spikes in or out — on carpeted floors we found the sound a little clearer
with spikes removed. Highly recommendable, however used.
@ 01474 709299 & www.partingtonspeakerstands.com

WIREWORLD EQUINOX 5
£220 (1M PAIR)
Wireworld's interconnects also use ‘Symmetricoax’ construction,
though this is relatively less radical since most interconnects are
coaxial anyway. Sound seems a fair match for the speaker cables, though
not quite as distinctive and tonally just a little dark compared with other
leading competitors. There's certainly plenty of information, and the
treble is particularly praiseworthy for its smooth and unfussy extension.
With full-bodied and clear bass too, it's well worth a punt.
@ 020 8991 9200 # www.wireworldaudio.co.uk

VAN DEN HUL THE NAME
£45 (1M PAIR)

Dutch firm van den Hul realises that a good video cable can also

make a great audio cable, and so you can buy this cable in pairs
for stereo or video or in sixes (at a saving) for surround sound. It will also,
of course, cover digital audio perfectly happily. Unusually for vdH it uses
a solid centre conductor but otherwise is a fairly standard high-quality
coaxial based on silver-plated copper. As for sound, it's a very clear and
detailed performer, in the manner of other recent vdH interconnects,
though it doesn't seem to have quite the insight of their best. All the
same, it's a bargain, offering as it does a degree of analysis not often
found in budget cables, allied to smooth and beguiling tonal qualities
and plentiful extension in both bass and treble when it's required.
@ 01235 511166 & www.vandenhul.com

D

PARTINGTON MINIM
£389 (FIVE SHELVES)
Nothing remarkably out of the ordinary with this smart metal-and-
glass rack, but it has one nifty feature that many others lack: it is
adjustable. A little fiddling with an Allen key frees the shelves from their
support pillars and allows infinite adjustability. Five shelves will be on
offer in production units (we reviewed a four-shelf prototype). In terms of
sound, it isn't entirely neutral, and like most of its breed, it imparts a little
'zing" and (illusory) speed to the sound. But it's not at all an unpleasant
effect, and overall it's very nicely balanced for the price. Versatility is
enhanced with adjustable feet/spikes too.
@ 01474 709299 & www.partingtonspeakerstands.com
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AUDIOPHILE VINYL

CAPTAIN BEEFHEART AND
THE MAGIC BAND
Safe As Milk
Buddah/Simply Vinyl 2x125g vinyl
Music: Featuring Ry Cooder alongside
the first incarnation of the Magic Band,
the legendary Captain's 1967
debut is a vital collection of 12
songs including the hard and
fast Electricity, a track whose
age is only given away by the
sixties sound of the recording.
It's blues, but abstracted and
twisted in a way that had
never been heard before, so no-one
mistook it for the Captain’s heroes Bo
Diddley or Howlin' Wolf even though
his voice clearly emulated the latter.
The second disc contains alternate
takes and instrumental cuts from the
same period, including the track Safe
As Milk which is not on the original
album. ek Ak
Sound: While there's a strong sense of
the era about the sound of this album
and it could hardly be described as
dynamic, the music is so strong that
such factors are mere details, and it
certainly sounds a lot better than the
CD. %% % JK

RAMON MORRIS
Sweet Sister Funk
Groove Merchant/Pure Pleasure 1
Music: Tenor saxophonist Ramon
Morris paid his dues in Art Blakey's
Jazz Messengers and had a
smooth but clearly jazz funk
oriented style that makes this
1973 release a pleasure for
anyone who appreciates the
finer points of the genre.
\ Produced by Sonny Lester,
Sweet Sister Funk mixes funky
rhythms with great chord changes. The
bass playing is as nimble as you like
while the drumming is often restrained
to the point where it's more like
percussion. This tends to highlight the
contributions of Morris and trumpet
player Cecil Bridgewater, not to
mention Albert Dailey’s groove-laden
electric piano which takes turns with
the sax to great effect. % 4%
Sound: Mastered by Kevin Gray at
Acoustech this is a smooth sounding
album which is a little restrained in
dynamic terms but reflective of the
balance that was preferred at the time.
* kK JK

These LPs are available from Vivante: & 01293
822186 @ www.vivante.co.uk and Simply Vinyl:
= 020 8545 8580 @ www.simplyvinyl.com
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varied musical morsels

Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver,
Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman, Nigel Williamson

C & VINYL

THE BLUE NILE
High
Sanctuary

With just four albums over 20
years, the Blue Nile rarely feel the
pressure of deadlines to hurry their
muse, which comes as it will and is
given plenty of time to take shape.
They're like a familiar and much-loved
uncle who visits infrequently, but always
delights with his marvellous gifts. And
marvellous, in its quiet and somewhat
familiar way, is what High is. It doesn't
depart from the Blue Nile template of
seeping melancholy and yearning
romance; Paul Buchanan's swooning
voice over a wash of synth-generated
strings and precise, intimate guitar
musings. Like their other albums, it's a
beautiful, spare, lonely treat. % * %

The band claim not to spend
much time in the studio, but this still
manages to sound lush but spare, a big
sound for lonely rooms. % % % % DO

How To Dismantle An Atomic Bomb
Island

LEONARD COHEN
DEAR HEATHER

LEONARD COHEN
Dear Heather
Columbia

Leonard Cohen is 70 this year
and his voice seems to have dropped
yet another octave so that it now
rumbles somewhere around his boot
straps. But the only rock 'n’ roll poet
who can hold a candle to Dylan has lost
none of his lyricism on his first album of
new material since 2001's Ten New
Songs. Like Dylan's Time Out Of Mind,
many of the half-spoken songs deal
with intimations of mortality, from the
opener Go No More A-Roving to the
extraordinary closer The faith, while On
That Day has to be the most profound
song yet written about the post-9/11
world. * % % %

Girlie choruses (On That Day), a
late night jazz feel (Morning Glory) and
strings (The Letters) cleverly
complement Cohen’s tuneless but
undeniably sensual voice. % %% NW

It's become a tradition that every few years U2 resubmit their
application for the title of the world's greatest rock band and , as you would
expect, everything about How To Dismantle An Atomic Bomb is writ large, from
the epic sound to the weighty subject matter. Bono doesn't do intimate, so a
song about his dying father (Sometimes You Can't Make It On Your Own) has
the same anthemic grandiosity as songs about Middle East conflict (Love, Peace
Or Else) and Third World debt (Crumbs From Your Table). This can create a
one-dimensional feel, as if everything is being broadcast through a megaphone.
That said though, this is still a great U2 album and arguably their best since

Achtung Baby. % % % %

The overall sound of How To Dismantle An Atomic Bomb is largely

dominated by the Edge’s unique guitar work. But underneath the polished

veneer there are echoes of U2's earlier earthiness, which is likely to come
courtesy of producer Steve Lilywhite, who manned the controls on their first

three albums NW

N Brariesk
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CATHIE
In The Flesh
Purelove

It's time young Cathie got a big
break - perhaps her forthcoming
Channel 4 TV appearance will swing it
— for each of her albums has proved to
be better than its predecessors. This
fourth shot, however, scales surprising
new heights with its 16 tracks that are,
by turns, breathy, personal, uplifting,
dynamic, intense, vulnerable and, well,
magical. Forget Norah Jones, forget Joss
Stone and you could even forget Joni
Mitchell (for a little while). This is that
rare thing, a quality acoustic album
that's simply astounding — pure music
from Purelove. Brilliant. % % % %

Intimate and without trickery,
and though some of the ephemeral
touches work best through good
headphones, this'll more than sing out
through any half-decent system.
*kk K PS

—-

ONDES MARTENOT

Works by Messiaen and others
Thomas Bloch, Phil Minton, Fernand
Quattrocchi, Pomeranian Quartet,
Paderewski Philharmonic Orchestra etc.
Naxos 8.555779

| first became fascinated by the
Ondes Martenot through the maniacal
dervish-like contribution it makes to
Messiaen's Turrangalila symphony. To
this day Messiaen remains the most
celebrated composer for this oddly
compelling precursor to the synthesiser,
which was developed in the early 20th
century, and has a repertoire of around
1,000 works. This overview ranges from
the gripping and Kraftwerk-like (Tomas
Bloch's Formule) to the relatively banal
(Martin's Fantasie). % % % %

The recordings were made
around the world and recording quality
is uneven, ranging from serviceable to
excellent. * % %% AG



THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC His most imaginative and energised album.”

BECK Odelay Geffen Records

Music: Beck's fourth album is also his most imaginative
and energised. Odelay is a spirited and lively set that's hot
to let rip, albeit in an oblique fashion that shakes things up
in constantly engaging fashion. A lot of the songs use
samples from soul and funk sources, drummer Bernard
Purdie being a clear favourite. It opens with the storming
Devil's Haircut, that twists and turns, bleeding some
gorgeous electric guitar in the process. Things calm down a

bit for the other classics, The New Pollution, Novacane and
Where It's At, but the standard remains high throughout. If
you like his more recent work, this 1995 classic will be an
ear-opening treat. # s % # %

There is a lot of sampling and manipulating of
sound on this album so it's hardly a purist's choice, but if
you want to hear how your system copes with density and
differences in sound sources, it's ideal. JK

BRYN TERFEL
Wagner
Claudio Abbado (cond), Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra

DGG 471 638-2

With his rich, liquid baritone voice, Bryn Terfel's
first full disc of Wagner, recorded live, includes arias from
Der Fliegende Holldnder, Die Meistersinger von

5 niker v
Nurnberg, Tannhauser, Parsifal and Die Walkdre (coupled 3 X Almp f

TOM WAITS with the overture from Der Fliegende). It could be
| Real Gone damned as just another compilation of bleeding chunks,
Epitaph but it works better than expected as a programme, and acts as an excellent

introduction to Terfel, accompanied by an orchestra under Abbado that has the
quality and passion to do justice to the powerful scores.

ound: Recorded at the Berlin Philharmonie in 2000 and 2001, the sound is
expansive and refined, with real weight, especially from the SACD layer, and
Terfel's voice has the projection and power to compete with the orchestra when
playing full throttle, a tribute to Bryn's artistry which has been well captured by
the recording engineers. * % % % * AG

Tom Waits has been refining his
distinctive brand of junkyard blues since 1983's
Swordfishtrombones. Yes, he's been largely
remaking that album ever since, but no, the
exercise has never been boring, and his latest
proves that his muse is still perched precariously
on his shoulder, whispering sweet and probably barely coherent nothings in his
ear. The voice gets further out there, the music more lost, but in his 55th year, the
old scarecrow is still howling at the moon, producing uncompromising music
fuelled by a new box of tricks, including a reliance on ‘vocal percussion’ and
rhythms ranging from his standard twisted blues and polkas to cut-up funk,
Afro-Cuban beats, mambo and jazz inflections. # % % %

Seund: His voice sounds like a barking dog, and the band sound like they've made
their instruments from wasteground junk, but it takes nous in the studio to make
all this coherent, and Waits, with co-writer/producer/wife Kathleen Brennan has
plenty of experience. He's an original, and untouchable in his field. # # % % DO

LILIUM J— m—
Short Stories =

Glitterhouse Records =1
Lilium are Pascal Humbert and Jean-Yves Tolg,
the rhythm section of alt.country outfit 16 Horsepower.
For this project they have brought in the likes of Tom
Barman of dEUS and John Grant of The Czars as well as

PP LSS

HOURS

wichaEL
RiESkaN

PHILIP GLASS

Music From The Hours

Michael Riesman (piano)

Orange Mountain Music 0012

Music: Probably of greatest interest to
those who have seen the film, this is not
the original soundtrack album, or even
the piano-led orchestral suite that was
spun off from it, but a piano reduction
made by Riesman. Musically it is typical
Glass, which means you'll love it or hate
it. The music is repetitive and overtly
poignant in tone, yet emotionally vapid
at the deepest level.

Sound: On a system with wide
bandwidth speakers, the sound opens
out a little, but through compact
speakers it doesn't really work. Louder
passages lack force, almost as though
the volume was turned up to achieve
the required dynamics, instead of being
an organic response to the pianist's
interaction with his instrument. * % AG

BRIAN ENO
Ambient 1: Music For Airports
Virgin/EMI

Utilising white key piano
harmony, unblemished tone colours and
a general ambition to produce calm in
the listener, Eno made his most
significant contribution to 20th Century
music in 1978. Robert Wyatt plays
gorgeously unresolved pianoon 1/1,
Christa Fast, Christine Gomez and Inge
Zeininger are the girlie chorus singing
seven pitches of “ah” on 2/1, the results
achieved by the random splicing of
tape-loops. And Kraftwerk producer
Conny Plank conjured the grand
synthesizer finale 2/2 which comes over
like a requiem for the future. Peerless.
* % ¥k

Since Eno utilised notes with
ambiguous key centres your speakers
will hum with a glorious shimmer,
especially on 1/1. # % % % % MP

16 Horsepower cohort David Eugene Edwards. The music
they make is good, miserable stuff, introspective to the

point of shoe gazing, which all makes for some

remarkably poignant songs. There's a strong gothic edge

which reminds of Nick Cave and the variety of singers

means that there's plenty of contrast between songs yet a clear sense of cohesion.
And if it's a worry that the anchor throughout is the drum and bass of Humbert
and Tola don't fret, their efforts are no more obvious than with any regular band
- this is in fact a remarkably successful collaborative effort.

1z This is one of the best sounding non-audiophile discs around.
Instruments sound incredibly real and there's a sense of dynamics to the sound
that is rare on commercial albums. * * 4 % * JK
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THE POLYPHONIC SPREE
Together We're Heavy

Hollywood

The second album from Tim Delaughter's
extensive toga-garbed crew builds on last year's
well-received The Beginning Stages Of..., even to the
extent of picking up where the original's track listing left
off, beginning with Section 11 (A Long Day Continues).
Musically it's in the same vein of psychedelic pop - the
sort familiar to devotees of late period Beach Boys, Rotary
Connection or the Flaming Lips. Tim still has a penchant
for sweeping feelgood statements married to extended
uplifting choruses, which is all very much in keeping with the band's religious
cult image. The aim is clearly euphoria through good vibes, though there is still
something of their tendency to bombast.

A big band deserves a big sound but thankfully the temptation to
expand the sound in the transfer to multichannel has been resisted in favour of
subtle effects for the most part, with a full-on surround effect only coming
through on the (numerous) big choruses. DO
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Michell Orbe SE

A symbol of precision

Michell Engineering Ltd,
2 Theobald Street,

: & Borehamwood,
www.michell-engineering.co.uk

email: info@michell-engineering.co.uk Herts.
Tel: 020 8953 0771 Fax: 020 8207 4688 WD6 4SE
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Beauhorn- 1oudspeakers
what do they offer you?
¢ they give you the most natural, realistic sound :
from your recordings -
0 they meet the demands of the highest quality | o :
equipment, like low-powered single-ended ,‘
triode amplifiers | e
¢ they are unrivalled for the replay of orchestral,
chamber, instrumental, vocal, jazz and blues
recordings “...and at least very good at most
everything else.” [Listener ]
¢ they enjoy a worldwide reputation as the very
finest music loudspeakers available

if you really love your music, hear
them now, and give your ears a treat!

website; www.beauhorn.com e-mail: infon@beauhom.com Hastings TN35 4NB England Telephone: +44 (0)1424 8113888




LETTER OF
THE MONTH

FAB DAB?

| bemoaned the BBC's decision
to put quantity before quality
when carving up the DAB
landscape, and | echo your
views about broadcasters often

not even making the best use of

DAB. But wait — is something
going on behind the scenes?
Has the quality of BBC DAB
crept upwards lately? Certainly
Radio 3 broadcasts seem to
have become a little smoother,
with less harshness. The Proms
on 4 September were an
interesting example where the
better points of DAB (low noise
floor and potential dynamic
range) were fully exploited.
Chip via email

HFC Given the falling cost of
data transmission and
processing it seems likely that
important Radio 3 broadcasts
were sent uncompressed
throughout the chain, until
MPEG 2 coding at the
transmitter. The Beeb is due
for new coders soon.

WIN IX0S INTERCONNECTS!

Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, London
W1U 6FP. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

Mail

o MEMORY/ENTER
MAIN ME

SPEAKERS.
(OFF/A/BIAYE!

My Sony AV receiver has a red label saying ‘UK Sound
Tuned'. I've seen other Sony kit with the same label.
What does this mean, exactly? Is our British hearing
so different from the rest of the world? (Obviously the
Yanks are different because they produce things like
Billy Ray Cyrus and Britney).

Woody via email

Some products from big multinational brands
are 'tuned’ locally to suit specific markets. There is
an acceptance that tastes and expectations differ
from region to region - for example, Japan, the US,
Germany and the UK are all perceived to have
their own preferred ‘sounds’, and accordingly slight
adjustments are made to tonal priorities and so
on. There may also be different technical
requirements from region to region.

For some years now, Sony UK has made a habit
of tinkering with the internals of certain kit to
better suit British tastes and our perception of
‘musicality’. The 'UK tuned' badge also adds a
certain kudos to what otherwise may be seen as
another faceless product from the Far East.

I read and laughed at Chris Taylor's ‘rattle out of
pram’ letter Handbags At Dawn (HFC 259). Perhaps
he should contact his counterpart in the Brighton
branch of Sevenoaks Sound and Vision? He managed
to switch the Marantz PM7200 between class AB and
A, while still powered up, with no problems at all!
Perhaps Mr Taylor should try using the amp instead
of reading the instruction manual to get a ‘true’ feel
for its working.

To (mis) quote Mr Taylor: "As a member of the paying
public, it would be appreciated if retailers knew exactly
what they were talking about before they sell a product
with incorrect and therefore misleading information”.

JRKO via email

In recent months the Spendor S series loudspeakers
have received rave reviews in magazines such as Hi-Fi
News and Stereophile. At the same time, you have
reviewed the same series with a lukewarm reaction.
I'm confused — are there things that your reviewers
hear that others don't? Or, do other reviewers hear
qualities in these speakers that you don't? Do you
just not like Spendor? | mean, it doesn't make sense
that all the others are wrong and you are right.
Cyrus ElIm Washington DC, USA

We have had mixed results from the new S
series range, with certain models proving
themselves, and others failing to excite. Recently,
both the S6e and S9e floorstanders have been
awarded commendable, if not class-leading overall
scores of 83 and 85 per cent respectively. Of
course, hifi is incredibly subjective and we don't
claim to hear things that other reviewers don't.
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Readers’ letters

Krell KAV400xi - at £2,698, be very wary of reselling by post

However, unlike some other magazines where
almost every review is glowing, we do attempt to
give a useful verdict - and we stand by our
reviewing processes as the most rigorous in the
business. In our most recent Spendor review
(Ultimate Group Test, HFC 257), the £1,500 S6e
didn't acquit itself badly, but was simply
outclassed by the competition.

| seem to have a particular aversion to sibilance.
Sometimes reviews mention ‘excessive’ sibilance. The
big question is what is excessive? Is it merely personal
preference? Do some brands over-emphasise sibilance?
Perhaps microphones need to be redesigned or their
position changed to avoid it — | notice when doing
radio (the odd guest spot) that speaking at a greater
angle to the mike lowers both sibilance and chestiness.
Detlev Vosgerau South Australia

We would expect microphone designers to
create a product that captures every subtle nuance
of the voice without adding any coloration. It is
then down to the studio engineer to EQ the
incoming signal but sadly, many a fine album has
been sabotaged at the mixing desk. You might
prefer equipment with a softer focus - try some of
the Italian electronics such as Audio Analogue and
Unison and avoid metal drive units in speakers —
particularly if your listening room is ‘live'.

Some months ago | advertised an amp for £450 on a
couple of classified websites on the net. Since then,
I've had over 30 unusual emails offering to buy it.

The 'buyer’ claims that he/she has a client in the
UK who owes them money and this person will send
a cheque of between £2,000 and £5,000 to me. | am
then to send the balance to a ‘shipper' through
Western Union money transfer.
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At first | thought it was genuine and packaged up
the amp for despatch and found out about Western
Union payments. In the meantime, the cheque
bounced. | have had at least six other cheques since
then and all of these are poor quality fakes. Be very
careful if selling expensive hi-fi equipment.

Max via email

Why are so many hi-fi buffs
also into jazz? I'm not saying
that there are none among us
metallers, or the Pink-lovers,
but there do seem to be a
high number of jazz

HFC This is a variant of one of the many money followers...
scams that are commonly believed to originate in
Nigeria that have been landing in email inboxes
everywhere. Sellers of various high-value items (not
just hifi) are sent excessive fake cheques, and then
invited to wire back the remaining balance. The
problem lies in the UK banking system - banks are
obliged to ‘clear’ funds and make monies available
to you within five working days, but this doesn't
make the cheque good. Fakes can take weeks to be
detected, by which time you've lost your money and
there's nothing you can do. You have been warned.

Mikehit

... I've no idea, but | wish there
weren't as many at hi-fi shows —
they would then be much more
enjoyable!

MartinC

Have you ever acquired a piece
of new kit only to have it
damaged within a matter of
weeks? | still shudder to think
The | about my cat sitting proudly on
(commendable) e top of my Monitor Audio Silver
Spendor S6e 5is when my wife decided to
reposition him. He freaked and
tried to hold on, first to the
lovely rosemabh finish, then the
drivers. Result —a £110 bill.
KingsXFan

The quality of CD recordings
seems to be a major bottleneck.
Even recordings by big names
such as Deutsche Grammophon,
Philips and Sony are often sub
standard. | enjoyed the free
Naim CD with HFC 259
though - t's a revelation...
Blu_max

.| must agree. It's very well
recorded...

Jezzer

... agree, these freebie discs
from Naim and Linn always
sound great, but the music itself

is only fit for lifts!
Gkold



NATURAL SOUND
CAN ONLY BE
GENERATED BY

"THAT’ gvHY
WE BUILD TH
' AS LOUDSPEAKER!
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A real instrument has large resonators,
no artifical damping and no filtering devices.

- That’s how we build our legendary
loudspeakers: using large Acoustic Sound
Boards for natural bass, first order crossovers
optimally matched to drivers and cabinet
acoustics eliminate distortion and perfect cabinet
architecture to remove the need for artificial
dampening. We don’t try to change the nature
of sound. We use it. Listen to the truth of one-
to-one-performance and become a believer.

Diis

noorfer
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www.bosendorfer.com

Distributed in the UK by |

AUDUSA Fax 020 8241 0999
Tel. 020 8241 9826 sales@audusa.com
or 020 8264 0249 www.audusa.com




SUPER NATURAL BEING

ersgard‘laursen

CONCEPT 6

Power is nothing without control. We've heard it so often we assume it
is a fact. And it is. Sheer muscle is pointless unless accompanied by the
knowledge of power distribution.

WIDE DISPERSION

DALI's proprietary driver- & crossover-designs produce wide, even sound
dispersion, resulting in outstanding room integration, a larger sweet spot and
a wider listening area. Optimal frequency response provides consistent
sound pressure regardless of frequency — even for listeners seated off-
centre. This is rather important, as you rarely sit directly in front (or on top!)
of your loudspeakers. Carefully selected driver materials, driver geometry
and our crossover-designs are optimised to achieve wide dispersion, making
all Concept speakers easy to integrate in any room and enveloping a wider
area of your room in smooth, natural sound.

Anybody claiming wider dispersion should either split or leg it.

[Optional 7.1 system available]

FEATURES

@ Wide Dispersion
3D Audio

@ Time Coherence
Amplifier Friendly

IN ADMIRATION OF MUSIC

www.dali.dk




Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Awards 2004-2005

Spread across the next 32 pages you'll find our pick of the best hi-fi components currently available,
painstakingly plucked from each relevant product category with prices ranging from entry-level to
the aspirational high end.

As you'd expect from Hi-Fi Choice, this is no flippant, Oscars-style ceremony. Instead, we have
studiously filtered all our favourite products to come up with a list of Award-winning components to
suit every pocket — after all, how could you possibly compare the best CD player costing less than
£500 to the best priced at over £5,000? Both deserve to be judged against their peers, and that's
just what you get with Hi-Fi Choice.

The process we undertake in judging our Awards is painstaking. We've listened to the kit, measured
it and sought the opinions of blind listening teams before extensive consultation with a judging
panel of exceptional experience — the HFC reviewing team! We then gradually whittled down our list
of both stereo and multichannel components until we reached a final, democratically agreed
selection, with three products in each price category ranked in order of Gold, Silver and Bronze. The
result is an Awards edition for those who really care about quality - hi-fi awards you can really trust.

Of course, anyone's choice of hi-fi will ultimately come down to personal taste, and you'll find
many other fine components worthy of your audition list nestling in our Buyers Bible section at the
back of the magazine. Yet all our special Award winners have succeeded due to their exceptional
mix of qualities at each individual price point — whether the gong is Gold, Silver or Bronze, these are
products you simply have to hear. And since every product featured will be available well into 2005
and beyond, the shortlist for your next upgrade starts here...

CONTENTS

CD players
DVD |players

SACD players (audio only)
Hard|disk audio components
Turntables

Radio tuners

Stereo amplifiers
Multichannel amplifiers
Loudspeakers

Subwoofers

Speaker cables
Interconnect cables

Digital interconnect cables
Mains conditioners/ cables
Headphones

Speaker stands

Equipment supports
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Marantz
CD7300

Cambridge Audio has become a lean,
aggressive budget brand with the Azur
range — and with this stunning CD player in
particular. Sleek silver design and the
far-from-budget feel of the casework create
an excellent first impression, as does the
elegant remote. Most importantly, it
performs, producing a smooth, coherent
presentation with trad jazz, and the
rhythmically elastic grooves of Missy Elliott
with equal aplomb.

Arcam
DiVACD73T

CONTACT 2 01223 203200 # www.arcam.co.uk
BEST CD PLAYER £500-£1,000

Arcam
DiVACD192

Naim CD5i

N aim has employed the ‘evolution not
revolution’ concept here. Based on the
CD5, this new design loses some
upgradeability and concentrates solely on
sonics, improving performance while at the
same time reducing the cost. With a highly
resonance-controlled transport and a DAC
chosen purely on performance grounds, the
CDSi will provide a breath of fresh air to any
sub-£3,000 system. Tight, clean and
vibrantly detailed, it's a worthy winner.

Roksan
Kandy MkIIID

PRICE £650
CONTACT = 01235 511166 € www.roksan.co.uk
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BEST CD PLAYER £1,000-£2,000

Audio Analogue
Maestro 192/24

he addition of one lower-case 'x’ doesn't overhaul. And it shows. On its own, it's a Pri mare
quite do justice to the work that's gone confident, open and detailed-sounding player, |
into upgrading the CD8. The CD platform, but with the addition of the optional PSX-R 030-2
transport and a completely redesigned PCB outboard power supply it leaps several more PRIEEIE D
mean this is much more than a superficial notches up the performance ladder. Excellent! www primare

BEST CD PLAYER £2,000-£5,000
Resolution Audio Opus 21

neso!ution Audio is a small, resolutely output stage, while the other houses the
two-channel San Francisco-based brand; display and power supplies. The result?
it's also an apt name to describe the Dynamic energy, stereo imaging, subtle
performance of the Opus 21 CD player. This detailing and a naturalness of tone not
two-box player splits its functions simply: often heard from CD player. It's hardly
one unit contains the transport, DAC and cheap, but it's an audiophile bargain.
Wadia 302
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Naim CDS3/XPS2

N aim's flagship two-box disc spinner is a
truly great CD player — one of the most
naturally engaging at any price. The CDS3 is
the player proper, but it's inoperable without
its matching power supply, the XPS2. When
combined, the resulting sound has a

transparency, delicacy and natural top-end
openness that takes it remarkably close to the
strengths of high-end vinyl replay - and that's
praise indeed! For the love of a cherished CD
collection, this is a player to which audiophiles
and music lovers should aspire.

.
Wadia 861se
CONTACT & 01992 573030 & www.wadia.com

PRICE £6,190 (£4,195/£1,995)
CONTACT & 01622 721444 & www.chordelectronics.co.uk

ome believe that the dedicated CD player has had its day, and

that the future of audio lies with multiformat AV disc players,

hard disk-based servers and sundry PC-linked playback devices.
At HFC, we'd agree — certainly in terms of a macro view of the market
But that's not the whole story...

In hi-fi circles, the age of the dedicated CD player is far from over -
that's why we've devoted three pages of our Awards to a
comprehensive summation of the current state of the art. True enough,
unit sales of CD separates are a fraction of what they were,
manufacture is now left almost solely to smaller specialist companies
and dedicated audio CD mechanisms have become much harder for
manufacturers to source. Yet as long as we continue to have large,
expanding and treasured CD collections, a dedicated CD player by and
large remains the best way to make the most of your discs.

There are various reasons for this. One is that the increased
complexity brought about by the inclusion of video circuits and so on
can interfere with the audio signal. Another is that through two
decades of experimentation and acquired knowledge, the sheer variety
of finely tuned designs allows the consumer to choose the ideal
candidate for his/her own budget, musical taste and sonic preferences.

That said, the concept of the multiformat disc player is equally valid
for the hi-fi/music enthusiast. Across the mext few pages you will see
some of the best, beginning with a selectionief DVBiplayers from
£150 to over £6,000. None of these will matcilourAward-winning CD
players in corresponding price categories with straightfonward CD
replay, but they're improving in this regard and the:

32 HI-FI CHOICE | december 2004

What's more, all do a splendid job with DVD-Video discs, and all play
at least one hi-res multichannel music format — DVD-Audio and/or
SACD (DVD players that are compatible with both are commonly
termed ‘universal disc players’ — a handy catch-all solution that's
improving technically with each generation).

In the greater commercial world, sales of these two formats have
hardly set the music world alight, yet their sonic potential remains
undimmed. Opinions differ as to which format is technically superior,
but whether or not a manufacturer supports either or both has as
much to do with politics and production/development costs as any
technical or philosophical judgements. In software terms, SACD
continues to have the quantitative edge, with a good number of
impressive remasters of past rock classics and plenty of excellent
classically-oriented releases. But neither format is easy to find on the
high street, and the internet remains the best place to browse.

A further disc-playing category is the@udio-only SACD player, a
multifermat machine that eschews DVDiplayback in favour of just
music on €D and SACD (sometimes multighannel, sometimes stereo

jere are only a handful of these ofithe market, but a number
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“Best New Analogue Component Award” Hi-Fi News, UK
“Best Buy” Hi-Fi Choice, UK
“Highly Recommended” Audio & Video, Brazil
“Brilliant” Hi-Fi World, UK
“Fantastic” Image Hifi, Germany
“Best New Record Player & Arm” Stereo Sound, Japan
“Excellent” Hi-Fi review, Hong Kong

WWW.roksan.co.uk

Distributed in UK through Henley Designs Ltd
Tel: 01235 511 166
info@henleydesigns.co.uk
www.henleydesigns.co.uk




Pioneer DV-575A

SOme companies have been pushing
DVD-A/SACD playback up the price
range - but not Pioneer. The new DV-575A is
by some way the cheapest ‘universal' player,
yet its specification is impressive, with DVD-A
and SACD capability alongside well-specified
DVD-Video playback. The ‘wow’ factor is that
it does it all for so little money - it's not an
‘audiophile’ product, but tonally it's fine and
it lets you experiment with multichannel
music at an almost disposable price.

Cambridge Audio
Azur 540D

PRICE £200 ES FORMAT DVD-A
CONTACT = 0870 900 1000 & www.cambridge-audio.co.uk

Marantz DV6400
PRICE £400 HI-RES FORMAT DVD-A/SACD

BEST DVD PLAYER £300-£1,000

Denon DVD-3910

nenon has dispensed with low-end
universal players, but when you hear the
DVD-3910 you'll think £900 is a bargain.
With four dual differential DACs and
well-specified progressive scan video circuitry,
it delivers the goods in every format. Its sonic
skills are the main draw: SACD sounds full,
clean and exciting, and even CDs offer a
frank, polished presentation. The perfect
all-rounder? Not quite, but for under £1,000
the DVD-3910 gets much closer than most.

34 HI-FI CHOICE | december 2004

Pioneer
DV-868AVi

Arcam DiVA
DV78 and DV79

| PRICE £700 and £1,000 HI-RES FORMAT DVD-A (DV79)
\ CONTACT & 01223 203200  www.arcam.co.uk




N ow in Mkll form, this is the second
universal disc player from Townshend,
and like the first it's based on a Pioneer
machine. Using this basic digital building
block, Townshend has modded, added and
upgraded to create an astonishing audio
performance for a DVD-based machine. The
sound is clean yet irresistibly smooth with
CDs and powerfully precise with movies. And
it gets even better with SACD or DVD-Audio,
delivering superb detail and dynamics.

Linn
Unidisk SC

PRICE £2,995 HI-RES FORMAT DVD-A/SACD
| CONTACT & 0141 307 7777 ® wwwilinn.couk

Marantz DV-12S2
CONTACT 2 01753 680868 # www.marantz.co.uk

BEST DVD PLAYER OVER £3,000

MERIDIAN

=

n igital specialist Meridian played a major
role in the development of DVD-Audio as
a hi-res multichannel music format. So it
comes as no surprise to discover that its latest
DVD players are state of the art, both in video
performance and, crucially, sound quality
from CD and DVD-A. Three different player
configurations cater for every need, from the
G98AH DVD-Audio/Video player and
G98DH DVD transport to the G91 ‘player/
controller/tuner’ (pictured). Based on the
same essential architecture, the result is three
flavours of player worthy of our Gold Award.

Linn Unidisk 1.1

PRICE £6,500 HI-RES FORMAT DVD-A/SACD
CONTACT @& 0141 307 7777 @ wwwlinn.co.uk

Theta Compli

PRICE £4,482 HI-RES FORMAT DVD-A/SACD

CONTACT 2 020 8971 3909 # www.thetadigital.com
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Character
Reference

Introducing the new Reference Series 250 System
and Reference 300 Mk. Il. Following the stunning
success of the original award winning Reference
Series, TEAC is proud to announce these brand
new products. Both feature DAB tuner, beautiful
silver finish and offer high quality hi-fi performance
in a micro/mini sized package. Ease of use comes

naturally with a full function remote control.

The new Reference Series -
the new reference point for

all mini systems.

For an audition at your nearest retailer
contact TEAC on 01923 819630

or at info@teac.co.uk

(=

Reference CR-H250 System

e |
Reference 300 System  Prod
The Award Winner *

e, &
“Ome conen™

Douct
2003 &

TEAC

www.teac.co.uk




Sony SCD-XA3000ES

lay-it-all, video-capable universal players

may be all the rage, but if you really want
to make the most of the SACD format, while
also achieving high-quality CD playback, a
dedicated audio player is the best way to go.
There aren't that many around, but the Krell
and two-channel Marantz pictured on the
right are both exceptional machines, as is
Sony's top-end SCD-XAS000ES (£2,400). But
it's the 9000's baby brother that wins our
Gold Award for its superb design, riveting
performance and excellent value for money.

Marantz

Marantz
SA8400

Krell SACD
Standard

PRICE £4,244
CONTACT = 020 8971 3909 €@ www.krellonline.com

BEST HARD DISK AUDIO COMPONENT

Apple iPod

he iPod has become a style icon for the
MP3 generation, but even for those with
audiophile tastes it offers a smart,
convenient way of making your music
collection portable. The new 20GB
version is slimmer and lighter (158g)

than its predecessor, and holds up to 5,000
songs. Better still, you can burn your CDs
jj to it using the Apple Lossless format — as
opposed to the standard AAC — which
means less compression and better sound
than any of its MP3-playing rivals.

cyrusl.ilu;‘k
system

PRICE From £3,000 (160GB four-zone server)
CONTACT @& 01480 435577 2 www.cyrusaudio.com

Creative
Zen Touch

PRICE £220 (20GB only)
CONTACT = 003531 4333200 € www.europe.creative.com
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Goldril
GR1

Pro-Ject 1 Xpression

P ro-Ject has shaken up the budget
turntable scene in the UK and its most
potent high-value weapon is the 1 Xpression,
a slick-looking deck with a soft-edged plinth,
a carbon fibre tonearm and an Ortofon OM10
cartridge — staggering considering carbon
fibre tonearms were the preserve of the high
end a few years ago. Lowering the needle
reveals a smooth, weighty sound and genuine
musicality. The bass is full and fruity, and it
lets the music flow in a natural, relaxed way.

BEST TURN 00-£1,000

Roksan Radius

ega resolutely ignores the AV market, in

favour of creating high-quality stereo
hi-fi products. A case in point, the P5 has a
lightweight aluminium frame, micro-fibre
plinth and Rega's new RB700 tonearm. In
action it produces a very coherent and tight
sound, with a keen sense of timing that
defines the leading edge of each note with
subtlety, precision and realism. The bass has
plenty of grunt too, delivering a generous
dollop of energy to complex basslines.

Audio Note TT1
PRICE £728 (inc. ARM1 tonearm)
CONTACT @ 01273 220 511 & www.audionote.co.uk
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SME Model 10

SME‘S tonearms and turntables have
been delighting music fans for decades
and its products are still going strong, so it's
thoroughly appropriate that it should
feature in our Awards once again. Each of
the company's turntables is, quite frankly, a
classic — an expert groove digger capable of
extracting maximum musical detail with
minimum fuss - but here we focus on SME's

Avid Acutus

his category's winner boasts an

extremely sturdy design, with suspension
that combines strong vertical springs with 'O’
rings positioned to discourage side-to-side
movement. The subchassis casting supports a
large tapered bearing housing, which in turn

BEST TURNTABLE £1,000-£3,000

(still very substantial) entry-level model. Its
price without a tonearm only just allows it to
be shoehorned into this price category —

but add one of SME's own very fine arms
and its delivery of the musical truth will
eclipse just about every other turntable in its
price range.

Michell Orhe SE

PRICE £2,015 (tonearm extra) CONTACT = 020 8953 0771
@ wwwmichell-engineenng.couk

supports the platter. And this well designed
turntable delivers the goods when it matters:
it takes you right to the musical event with
considerable presence and precision. Bass
performance is very special — punchy but
never overpowering.

Townshend Audio
Rock Anniversary

PRICE ic. Excalibur tonearm)
CONTACT = 020 8979 2155 & www.townshendaudio.com
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Boulder 2010 Preamplifier

BAT VK600se

Music Tools

Boulder 1050 Mono amplifier

For real music lovers.

Hovlénd Spbhiré
wwuw.metropolis-music.co.uk

Tel. 01892 539245 Fax. 01892 616383
Monoblocs 6 london Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. TNT 1D®

RAcoustic Zen

Hovland HP200 Preamplifier / Radia Solidstate Powser.

Kharma Ceramique 3.2




Creek T50

n AB won't be killing off FM for a good few
years yet, and under good reception
conditions the sound of a strong FM tuner
like this Creek will blow any digital equivalent
into the weeds. Construction is excellent and
functionality straightforward, and it achieves
a standard of performance that more than
justifies its price over lower cost models. The
T50 offers a generous amount of precision,
polish and insight, while its neutral tonal
balance gets to the heart of the music.

Rega
Radio 3

702 333071 & www.rega.couk

_

) a{sq(,a = " :L&Pm S

i

PRICE £200 TYPE DAB/FM
- CONTACT =2 0870 900 1000 & wwwcambndgevaudlowuk

f you want to make the most of all that free
music on the radio, why not splash out on
this beauty from Magnum Dynalab - perhaps
the world's finest purveyor of high-quality FM
tuners. The only digital thing in this otherwise

all-analogue design is its tuned frequency
readout. Its cost lies in its use of top-notch
components, hand-aligned front-end filters
and the zero-feedback triode amp stage.
Sound is clean and vivid, and it delivers music
with enormous delicacy and realism.

RDS Storoc Tuner $400.

NAD Silver
Series S400

PRICE £600 TYPE FM
CONTACT = 01908 319360 @ www.nadelectronics.com
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Marantz PM7200

T his Gold Award winner is certainly
unusual at its price point. The PM7200
is a dual-mode amplifier — you can use it as
an efficient 105-watt Class A/B amp (the
standard for most hi-fi amps), or you can
switch it into Class A, dropping power to 25
watts but delivering potentially even purer,
sweeter sound. In practice both modes sound
superb, producing effortless bass, crisp treble
and the kind of low-distortion clarity that at
the price, frankly, is little short of cheeky.

Cambridge
Audio Azur 540A

PRICE £200 TYPE Integrated
CONTACT = 0870 900 1000 € www.cambridge-audio.co.uk

BEST STEREQ AMPLIFIER £500-£1,000

ROTEL
STERED INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER RA-1062

SPEAKERS
PHONES o A

CONTOUR
. /)Ne L2 /-)w

Naim
Nait 5i

Arriving on the scene in 2003, this amp
already feels like an old friend. On its first
outing in HFC, its mix of fine build, sensible
facilities, ample power and well-judged sound
gave it class-leading status, and its keen
pricing continues to keep it at the front of the
pack. Features include a built-in MM phono
stage and Rotel's ‘contour’ tone control,
alongside a sound that's punchy and exciting,
yet very musical. Vocals have presence and
character, while percussion sounds crisp, clear
and detailed - a real class act.

Roksan
Caspian M Series

PRICE £1,000 TYPE Integrated
CONTACT =2 01235 511166 & www.roksan.co.uk
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BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £1,000-£2,000

_uriv power supply -

Cyrus 8vs/PSX-R

of what makes the best Cyrus components
so good — precision, poise and detail,
coupled to serious musical expression. It's a
heady audio cocktail for a combo small and
neat, ensuring the traditional Cyrus tag of
‘singing shoeboxes' is fully warranted here.

P riced at £800, the new Cyrus 8vs is a
good little amp. But as we discover in
our first full review (see p72), it's when you
add the optional £400 PSX-R power supply
upgrade that it really bursts into life. In this
configuration, you get a maximum helping

Exposure 3010
Integrated/Power

PRICE £1,800 (£1,000/£800) TYPE integrated/power amp
CONTACT @ 01273 423877 € www.exposurehifi. om

Myryad
MXI2080

PRICE £1,100 YYPE Integrated
CONTACT = 020 8863 9117 $ www.myryad. o.uk

BEST STEREQ AMPLIFIER £2,000-£5,000

Krell KAV-400xi

his integrated from Krell is a fabulous

design. Apart from offering 200 watts
per channel into eight ohms (or 400 watts
into four ohms) and the inclusion of a
massive 800VA toroidal transformer, it also
happens to look drop-dead gorgeous. It
takes some running in, but in true Krell style
it delivers a fast, fluid and powerful
performance. A fine tonal colour palette and
a punchy, precise bass response combine to
make an amp that really knows how to sing.

PRICE £2,400 (£1,200/£1,200) TYPE
CONTACT 2 01423 359054 & www.

Research Vsi55

PRICE £2,895 TYPE Integrated
CONTACT £ 020 8971 3909 # www.audiore earch.com
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Naim NAC 552/NAP 500

PRICE £25,550 (£11,600/£13950) TYPE Pre/ power
CONTACT = 01252 702705 ® wwwaudioreference couk

aim's amps are justly famous throughout anticipation. The excitement was warranted — -
N the global hi-fi scene, so when the firm these two products combine to make music AUdlo HesearCh
decided to produce a ‘statement’ preamp and of startling sonic clarity, with exceptional LSZSNMZZO (xz)
power amp — the very best its considerable dynamics and rhythmic drive. The last word in
resources could muster — the ears of the amplification? Perhaps not, but very little else
world's hi-fi enthusiasts trembled with comes close to being so musically engaging. CONTACT @ 020 8971 3909 & www.audioresearch.com

here are several decisions to make when choosing an amp. For

example, it's crucial you pick one with enough inputs to take all

your sources, both present and future. And how about features
like remote control and tone adjustment? Once vilified in specialist
hi-fi circles, it's now generally accepted that if implemented well, such
niceties needn't have a broadly adverse effect on sound (though they
might add to the price tag). For those with wide-ranging music tastes,
tone controls many prove useful to tame aggressive recordings, for
example, while remote control is a convenience many now take for
granted — which is why amps without it are now few and far between.

Another key decision is whether you want to built a straightforward
two-channel system or whether you want to go multichannel for
surround sound music and movie replay. This is simply a matter of
priority — if you're building a system to primarily play music from sources
like CD, vinyl records and radio, then we'd recommend you concentrate
your resources on optimising a pure stereo system. Remember also that
there's nothing stopping you playing DVD and SACD discs in plain
stereo — even surround sound discs will sound much better through a
good two-channel set-up than through a bad multichannel one.

That said, multichannel AV amps are getting better all the time,
notably in their ability to play two-channel material off CD etc. When
choosing, don't be swayed by unnecessangfrills — work out exactly how
many channels you require (in many housesyand with multichannel
music in particular, more than 5.1 is an unnece
And while the number of surround processing fe
al) is continually growing, it's likely that many will
most systems — a plethora of processing
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Much more important are the amplifying fundamentals — a healthy
power supply, high-quality circuit components, appropriate shielding,
signal paths that are as simple as possible and so on. There are now
some remarkably good sub-£500 integrated multichannel amps on
the market (like Sony’s STR-DB795, p46), but you shouldn't expect
miracles from something so complex and yet so affordable — a good,
similarly priced two-channel amp will beat its AV equivalent hands
down with a straight stereo source like CD. However, top-end
multichannel integrateds can now perform all functions (stereo
included) with aplomb, often with future-proof 'upgradeability’ built in
to boot. Just don't expect this level of quality to come cheap!

It's certainly true to say that multichannel music has taken the 'AV
amp' concept away from its previous fole as purely a slave to home
cinema, with undoubted qualitative benefits. Perhaps the best way to
experience ‘hi-fi multichannel’ is to buyia separate preamp/ processor
and multiple channels of power amplifi€ation from a specialist
manufacturer. This is the most costly ro ite of all, but also the most

i j-fi sound. For the
e results with a good multichanne! DVD-Audio/SACD
DVD film soundtrack can bes tling, with high-level

1 heet isn't




KEF UNI-Q" LOUDSPEAKERS

Go on,
you deserve it.

N - @
B N

JREFERENCE SERIES

KEF’s legendary Reference Series has always been different. As the

name implies, it’s about an absolute standard. Objectively verifiable

performance, not marketing hype.

The latest range raises the benchmark higher than ever. With a

performance envelope that extends way beyond the limits of human

hearing, they’re crammed with technologies found nowhere else.

Radical new UNI-Q?® point source arrays, with elliptical dome

tweeters. Titanium dome Hypertweeters™. Ultra-low distortion

motor systems. Adjustable boundary control - the Reference Series

bristles with high end technologies like a hand-built GT. As accurate

as a Swiss chronometer. Exquisitely crafted like a Savile Row suit.

None of them cheap, admittedly - but in terms of pleasure, worth

every penny.

The Reference. Created by KEF because only KEF can.

ADAMS AND JARRETT
ST LEONARDS ON SEA
TEL: 01424 437165

CYMBIOSIS
LEICESTER
TEL: 0116 2623754

GLOBAL HI FI CENTRE LTD
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
TEL: 0191 2303601

HOME MEDIA LTD
MAIDSTONE
TEL: 01622 676703

LOUD AND CLEAR
GLASGOW
TEL: 0141 221 0221

MUSICAL IMAGES
BECKENHAM
TEL: 0208 6633777

MUSICAL IMAGES
COVENT GARDEN, LONDON
TEL: 0207 4971346

MUSICAL IMAGES
EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX
TEL: 0208 9525535

MUSIC MATTERS LTD
BIRMINGHAM
TEL: 0121 429 2811

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION

PETERBOROUGH
TEL: 01733 897 697

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION
SEVENOAKS
TEL: 01732 459555

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION
WITHAM
TEL: 01376 501733

STRATFORD HIFI
LEAMINGTON SPA
TEL: 01926 888644

UNILET SOUND AND VISION LTD
NEW MALDEN
TEL: 0208 942 9567

KEF REFERENCE SERIES .‘

KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929 AND U.S. PAT. NO 5,548,657. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT KEF AUDIO UK, DEPT V, FREEPOST MA1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. FREEPHONE 0800 7315620. www.kef.com




"DISCRETE 7CH AMPLIFIER

Yamaha
- DSP-AX750SE

Sony STR-DB795

his receiver's predecessor was regarded

as having no right to sound so good at
the price, and Sony has made a number of
critical improvements to chassis construction
and circuit topography. It also has two more
channels than before, and can handle Dolby
Digital EX and DTS-ES, as well as Pro-Logic
II. The sonic presentation is spacious, well
detailed and has an alluring warmth - an
exceptionally capable sub-£500 design in
both stereo and multichannel modes.

Denon
~ AVR-1905

PRICE £300 TYPE Receiver

CONTACT = 01753 888447 & www.

BESTMULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER £500-£2,000

FEH Prcvising 7z

- Arcam DiVA AVR300
‘
CONTACT = 01223 203200 & www.arcam.co.uk

here were whispers about this receiver

well before we heard one — and we
weren't disappointed. The AVR-3805 offers
auto room set-up and speaker calibration,
every relevant surround mode including
Pro-Logic Il and DTS Neo:6, and a healthy
120 watts per channel. Flexibility is also a
strong point, but it's the sound that really
shines at the price. In Denon's ‘Pure Direct’
mode especially, its performance is clear,
expansive and dynamic - a real show-stopper.

- Marantz SR9300
CONTACT = 01753 680868 # www.marantz.com
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Pioneer VSX-AX10Ai

P ioneer's new flagship amp has so much
going on under the bonnet we asked it to
make a round of tea just to see what would
happen. It wouldn't stir our Darjeeling, but
it's still quite a box of tricks: video conversion
(it upgrades a composite or S-video signal to
component video), auto set-up, 7.1 analogue
inputs and a whopping 170 watts into seven
channels. Performance is outstanding — good
image depth and powerful dynamics with
both surround and two-channel material.

Denon
AVC-AT1SRA
| CONTACT @ 01753 888447 & www.denoncouk

Arcam FMJ AV8/P7

Arcam's AV8 preamp/ processor is the stuff
of aspiration, but when you consider it
has stumped up for every Dolby, DTS and
THX licence under the sun, the price isn't
unrealistic. And the P7 power amp - tipping

the scales at 30kg and the bank balance at
£2,600 - is Arcam's most ambitious piece of
power engineering to date. Together they
create a sound of terrific intensity with all
formats — hi-fi multichannel done right.

EAD Theater/Power
Master 8800/8300

PRICE £10,650 (£4,900/£5,750) TYPE Processor/ power
CONTACT 2 020 7435 1222 & www.ultimate-sonics.com

Krell HTS 7.1/TAS
PRICE £17,496 (£8,998/£8,498) TYPE Processor/power
CONTACT = 020 8971 3909 & www.krellonline.com
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BEST LOUDSPEAKER UNDER £500 PER PAIR

Tannoy Sensys DC1

he DC1 contains some impressive

features for a speaker at this price point.
Tannoy's oft-praised dual-concentric drive
unit has a history that goes back to the
1940s, while a top-mounted super-tweeter
kicks into action at 16kHz, giving the DC1

an airy, free and sweet treble performance. gl

But its not just high frequencies that shine

with this speaker - it's beautifully balanced
and voiced overall, with impressive stereo
focus, lively and agile bass and a natural
way with acoustic instruments. At under
£500 per pair, it's a fine all-rounder.

BEST LOUDSPEAK
B&W705

0-£1,000P
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he 705 has a sleeker, more streamlined

look than its predecessor, the CDM-1NT.
It sports a classy real-wood veneer, and neat
front-to-back tapering to help avoid the
parallel surfaces that focus internal standing
waves. In action, the most noticeable thing
about this speaker is its freedom from 'boxy’
colorations — a pair of 705s delivers exquisite
midband clarity, fine stereo imaging and a
sweet top end of the sort normally
associated with more costly models. It's not a
speaker for lovers of seismic bass, but its
sublimely subtle and detailed musicality
more than makes up for it.

PMC GB1

PRICE £995 Fl nder
CONTACT = 08704 441044 & www.pmc-speakers.com

Focal-JMlah
Chorus716 S

PRICE £550 TYPE Floorstander
CONTACT @ 0845 660 2680 € www.focal-jmlab.fr




BEST LOUDSPEAKER £1,000-£2,000 PER PAIR

PMC FB1+

MC has become equally successful in

both domestic hi-fi and professional
monitoring circles. The latest '+' versions of
some of its models are significantly improved,
as the new FB1+ ably illustrates: it features a
new damping foam for its transmission line, a
better quality tweeter and some
corresponding tweaks to the crossover
network. The end result is even better than
the original, with a midrange that's supremely
transparent and free from coloration, bass
that's solid and controlled, and a top end
that sings with open, vibrant energy.

B&W 703

PRICE £2000 TYPE Floorstander
CONTACT @ 01903 221500 @ www.bwspeakerscom

Acoustic Energy
AE1 MKII

PRICE £1,6 -0 TYPE St ndmount

CONTACT = 01285 654432 & www.acoustic-energy.co.uk

BEST LOUDSPEAKER £2,000-£5,000 PER PAIR

his speaker has a very particular ace up

its sleeve — a tweeter made of beryllium,
a material superior to both aluminium and
titanium. This high-performance driver is
paired with a ‘W cone’ main drive unit,
made from a sandwich of woven glass
tissues on a foam core, the net result being a
speaker of phenomenal transparency.
Exceptional neutrality and fine imaging
make for a stunningly realistic portrayal,
while the open and extended treble ensures
a lively, vibrant sound overall.

Focal-JMlah Micro UtopiaBe

PRICE £2,995 TYPE Standmount

CONTACT @ 01833 631021 @ wwwneatcouk

Cremona Auditor

PRICE £2,149 TYPE Standmount
CONTACT @ 020 8971 3909 @ www.sonusfabercom
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BEST LOUDSPEAKER OVER £5,000 PER PAIR
JBL K2S59800

his meaty marvel is a very special

speaker. All three drive units are unusual,
nay, unique in the modern domestic scheme
of things — a 38cm (15in) paper cone
features an advanced motor design,
while a rather special horn driver, plus
a super-tweeter that kicks in at 10kHz,
supply the upper frequencies. The
sound is, quite simply, exceptional.
Bass is stunning, yet overall it sounds
impressively neutral, with an amazing
ability to portray micro-dynamic
subtleties. It all adds up to one of the
best — and most entertaining -
loudspeakers we've ever heard.

here are more manufacturers of speakers on the market today

than of any other hi-fi product category. Two reasons — one,

they're relatively easy to develop and bring to market (though
much harder to perfect). Two, whatever type of audio system you're
building, speakers are the one component that everybody needs.

The result is a huge selection of designs of myriad shapes and sizes,
and equally wide-ranging quality of sound. Tonally at least, no other
component exerts such influence on the sonic character of a system,
and as with any component, some careful auditioning is called for to
ensure you choose the right model to suit your tastes.

First, you need to decide how many you need — two for a stereo set-up
or more for multichannel (surround sound). In this year's HFC Awards,
we've simply featured speakers in pairs rather than repeating the process
with multichannel packages. This is because, even with multichannel,
the most important thing is to choose the best ‘main front' pair for you —
this is what you'll hear with stereo material, and with multichannel
sources they'll deliver a large portion of the overall soundfield. What's
more, a speaker that performs well with music will also do a fine job
with film soundtracks, but the reverse is not always true. Choose your
main pair of speakers with care then, and build the rest around them.

There are various ways to consider the centre and rear speakers
within a multichannel set-up. For music, it's recommended that you
choose five identical full-range speakers and'place them equidistant
from the listener, firing directly towards his/ n in the centre
(this is known as the ITU configuration). But t! i
most multichannel systems also incorporate a vi
horizontal ‘centre speaker' may be the only real
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FocaI-JIah
Alto Utopia Be

Wilson Benech ACT

PRICE £8,400 TYPE Floorstander
CONTACT = 0114 285 2656 2 wwwwilson-benesch.com

it may be difficult to incorporate anything but a smaller pair at the
rear. The important thing is to ensure that all speakers are as similar as
possible — from the same range with the same essential voicing and
the same critical drive units. So once you've chosen your main front
speakers, pick your centre and rears accordingly — the result should be
a sound that suits your ears across all available sources.

There's no obvious answer to the ‘does size matter' question. Larger
floorstanding speakers will usually plumb greater depths of bass and
may offer superior dynamics, with a larger main drive unit (or units). But
for the speaker engineer, there can be inherent advantages in working
with a smaller box, and the best of the breed sound gloriously coherent
(when used with an appropriate stand). Try before you buy, and try not
to let aesthetic considerations be the major ruling factor — the only real
rule is to avoid using very large floorstanders in very small spaces, and
to experiment with positioning once you've got them home.

Small sub/sat systems may appeal to'Some people aesthetically, but
rarely will they challenge the coherence®fa good, full-range
integrated loudspeaker system, which is Why you'll find none in this

€ Awards. That said, there are anincreasing number of stylish
t solutions with obvious multichannel appeal emerging
reputed brands, and withiSound quality certainly
Y = -




Not for
conservatives

The comprehensive range of turntables by Pro-ject,

design is perhaps a little less conservative than the norm
and yes, products are available in blue, and red, and yellow, and green.

High quality record players are available from just over £100
Contact us today for details of your nearest Centre of Excellence.

Centres of Excellence are our elite dealers who have shown commitment to customer service, attended
regular product training seminars and offer demonstration facilities on the majority of the Pro-ject range.

Pro-ject Audio Distributed by: Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk



De

nsen Audio Technoicgies

"What it does so well is do away with any

feelings that what you are hearing is “just
. aradio”, or is to be considred in any way

cond fiddle to your CD-player... This

uner is musical - it's as simple as that -

nd lives up to the manufacture’s aims
of involvement and passion. Provided
you have a good aerial, and a system
fully able to do it justice, fhls is a radio
you have 1‘0 hear.”

‘ Gramophone Feb 2004

“Listen to a good Radio 3 live concert or
BBC recording, and there's presence and
impact you only get from the very best
live' CDs. The way you're drawn into a
play is magical”

What Hi-Fi? Apr 2004

Acoustic Arts
Watford
Tel. 01923 24 2

Audio Counsel
Cheadle
Tel. 01614 916090

- Hi-Fi Studios

Doncaster
Tel. 01302 725550

Kevin Galloway
Audio
Kilmarnock

Tel. 01563 574185

Midland Audio
Exchange
Belbroughton
Tel. 01562 731100

Mike Manning
Taunton
Tel. 01823 326688

Mike Manning
Yeovil
Tel. 01935 479361

New Audio Frontiers

Loughborough
Tel. 01509 264002

Phonography
Ringwood
Tel. 01425 461230

_Progressive Audio

Gillingham
Tel. 01634 389004

Zen Audio
Hull
Tel. 01482 587397




BEST SUBWOOFER UNDER £1,000
REL Stampede

N ew from REL this year are the Stampede
and Strata 5, a pair of affordable subs
that come complete with electronic controls,
remote handsets and blue LED displays.
Most importantly they deliver sonically,
coupling considerable bass muscle with a
musicality all too rare in the subwoofer
world. Of the two, it's the lower priced
Stampede that marginally earns itself our
Gold Award on value for money grounds -
its built-in 100-watt amp and 20cm driver
make tuneful bass with satisfying aplomb.

B&W PV1
| PRICE £950 )
CONTACT 2 01903 2215(

L Series

PRICE £700
CONTACT @ 0845 458

he Descent subwoofer is that rarity — a

genuinely innovative, clean-sheet design
that addresses the physics of bass
reproduction and comes up with an original
solution. The core idea is to use three
relatively small, fast servo-controlled drivers
spaced 120 degrees apart to eliminate net
rocking effects on the enclosure. Add superb
build and good controls, along with some
subtle design elements that suit it for a role
as a truly musical subwoofer, and the
Descent is an instant classic.

Stadium/|il

PRICE £1,500
CONTACT = 01656768777 & www.rel.net
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BEST SPEAKER CABLE UNDER £10/m

Kimber 4PR

|

|

F TR

| =~ 3

QED X-Tube XT300

his might look like just another speaker importantly, it performs very well for the -
cable of classic ‘figure-8' construction, price, with excellent bass response and ‘ QEn SIlvel‘
but the conductors aren't the usual mass of strong stereo imaging. Overall its sound is

twisted copper strands. Instead, each is a natural and well-controlled, with a balance of Annlversary
hollow tube over a central core of polythene, virtues that make it a fine recommendation PRICETS i
hence the name for this range: 'X-Tube'. Most for a wide range of systems.

BEST SPEAKER CABLE OVER £10/m

Wireworld
Solstice 5

0/
0

Townshend isolda DCT

sonic problem solving that's gone into the Cryogenic Treatment' of the conductors. In Chord company

It may seem expensive, but the level of sound at all. Then there's Townshend's ‘Deep
Isolda DCT is highly impressive — there's a any case, it all adds up to an absolutely
combination of passive components at each first-rate cable. Treble is effortless, bass is Odyssey 4

end of the cable that will stabilise any deep and powerful and the midrange is rich
problem amplifiers without affecting the in textural, timbral and spatial information. CONTACT £ 01980 625700 & www.chord.couk
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BEST INTERCONNECT UNDER -£100 PER PAIR

Van den Hul The Well

ot for the first time, van den Hul has The Well communicates the music with

N made a low-cost cable perform way out graceful ease ~ imaging is solid, believable Wireworld

of its class. This modestly-priced interconnect and deep, while detail is plentiful and -

features the company's trademark mixture of gracefully presented. Solo voices retain their SOIStIce 5

silver-plated copper and ‘linear structured full individual character, and subtle dynamics s o
carbon’, double screen and all. In practice, are handled with great confidence. CONTACT = 020 8991 9200 & www.wireworldaudio.com

BEST INTERCONNECT OVER £100 PER PAIR

£

Van den Hul Integration

his category's winner includes van den effects of crystal boundaries — the proof is in

Hul's ‘fusion technology’ — it uses zinc as the listening, and whatever the reason, there's Bla(:k Rhﬂdlllm
well as copper and silver, and each conductor no denying this interconnect's outstanding opera 2521 1 1

is surrounded by Linear Structured Carbon. sound quality. There's a rare, natural ease to

The proposed idea is to preserve low-level the sound, with a splendid tonal balance from
detail by reducing the alleged detrimental top to bottom. Imaging, also, is truly first rate. CONTACE 8 01332 361550 @ wwwblackiiodiur ok
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rescuing mu3|c rom
technolog |

"the best kept'secre
in British hi-fi.
bar none."

Ken Kessler
Hi Fi World

COMPACT DIsC pLAYER

roducts as good as the A21
be shouted about"
- WhatHi-Fi

"a revelatlon and clear best buy
Hi-Fi Choice )

il sugoen
-

www.sugdenaudio.com
e: enquiries@sugdenaudio.com t: 01924 404088

J E Sugden & Co Ltd, Valley Works, ‘Station Lane, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire WF16 ONF




Kimher Select KS2020

es, it's still possible to build a complete

hi-fi system that costs less than this
cable. But the fact is, the KS2020 produced a
distinct improvement in every system we tried
it with, from cheap to high end. There's more
than just solder inside those wood-bodied

phono plugs: both hot and cold return
conductors are connected through capacitors,
reducing the chance of stray circulating earth
currents. Hard to justify in a digital cable?
Audition the KS2020 as a part of any DAC
purchase over a grand and hear for yourself.

_PRICE £32 (1m optical)

CONTACT & 01622 664070 & wwwsupracables.couk

BEST MAINS CONDITIONER/CABLE

IsoTek Gll Mini Sub

his little beastie performs two useful

functions. First, it's a mains distribution
block, providing six sockets into which you
may plug your beloved hi-fi components.
Second, it's a mains filter which will protect
your system's power supply from all sorts of
mains-borne nasties. The end result is a

cleaner, purer supply of electricity which
results in a marked improvement in
performance - finer detail and a crisper,
clearer sound are the common results.
Effective and good value for money, it's a
thoroughly recommended upgrade for any
cherished hi-fi system.

Russ Andrews
Silencer Block

P

Supra LoRad cable

PRICE £50

CONTACT = 01622 664070 & www.supracables.co.uk
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absolutesounds Itd.
58 Durham Road, London SW20 0TW

T 0208971 3909 F 020 8879 7962 G
~www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com

/\ K

ABSOLUTE SOUNDS’ commitment to Martin Logan
has been rewarded with a line of hybrid electrostatic
speakers so comprehensive that it now encompasses
every permutation of home theatre and audiophile
performance, and a price band from entry-level to
cutting edge. Because of their sheer beauty - both
aural and visual — the Statement Evolution 2, Prodigy,
Odyssey, Ascent i, Aeon i and Clarity have established
hybrid electrostatic technology as the obvious choice
for those who want state-of-the-art sound without
suffering a profusion of ugly boxes.

All of the speakers are immediately recognisable

as Martin Logan products because of the peerless,
oft-imitated, room-friendly appearance, with the
captivating see-through panels and furniture grade
finish. Best of all, the sound is as clear as the panels
themselves. This year, in recognition of its astonishing
performance and sensible price, the Clarity - the
'baby' of the line - won the coveted EISA award,
proving that the Martin Logan look and the sound

are acknowledged across Europe.

For the new season, Martin Logan has applied its
years of experience to even smaller, room-friendlier
systems suitable for a wider range of applications,

by launching a second hybrid technology called ATE
Martin Logan had already demonstrated its skills

with home theatre applications with the Theater i and
Cinema i centre-channel models, the Script i main and
surround speakers, the awesome Descent self-
powered subwoofer and its baby sister, the Depth.

Thanks to ATF, an even wider audience can savor the
Martin Logan experience. The ultra-compact Fresco
hybrids can be used horizontally or vertically, wall-
or shelf-mounted above or to the sides of plasma

or other flat-screen display, while the Mosaic and
Montage floor-standing models have the look of a
‘baby Clarity'. Even the subwoofer's size has been
addressed: the new ATF designs work wonderfully
with the Grotto, literally a miniature Depth!

A
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BEST HEADPHONES UNDER £200
Beyerdynamic DT990

eatured in last year's HFC Awards, Beyer's

DT900 once again proves its star quality
by holding off the competition at its price
point. Comfortable and practical, it succeeds
in combining extended bass and treble with
midband neutrality and class-leading clarity
across the range. Buy this set of headphones
and immerse yourself in a private musical
universe where new insights into familiar
recordings become the order of the day - it's
a genuine high-end bargain.

CONTACT = 0870 900 9070 & www.p!
BEST HEADPHONES OVER £200

Sennheiser HD650

new ‘reference’ pair of cans from

Sennheiser is always going to raise a few
heads, given the company's pedigree. The
HD650 features hand-selected drivers,
ultra-low-mass coils and diaphragms for
extended frequency response, as well as
oxygen-free copper leads and a newly
optimised magnet design for lower
distortion. Sound quality is a revelation - the
combination of a neutral balance and
extraordinary resolution means that listening
fatigue is all but banished, while the bass
extends to quite splendid depths.

Stax SRS-2020
Basic System 2

£600
CONTACT @ 020 8970 1910 & www.akg.com
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BEST SPEAKER STAND UNDER £100 PER PAIR
Partington Ansa 60

P artington has earned itself a very fine
reputation for its speaker stands, with a
range that consistently outperforms most of
the competition at a wide range of price
points. At the lower end of the scale, the
Ansa 60 is an elegant stand with a steel
centre column welded to four outer tubes.
Best of all is its ability to ‘disappear’
sonically, avoiding the colorations that other
inexpensive stands often bring to the party.
It simply gets out of the way and lets the
music do its thing — thoroughly impressive
speaker support for the money.

PRICE £60-£70 (60cm, price according to finish)

| CONTACT @ 01455 283251 & www.atacama-audio.co.uk

Custom D:esign
RS 300 MklI

PRICE £100 (61cm)
CONTACT = 0191 262 4646 & www.customdesign.co.uk

BEST SPEAKER STAND OVER £100 PER PAIR
Kudos S50

he S50 uses a large diameter central steel

tube pillar with a wide, stable tripod
base. It's easily assembled and in action it's
quite superb — the overall presentation is
warm and rich, without the over-projected
voice band so often found with other speaker
stands. It's a full and relaxed balance, with
qualities in the bass that deliver real power
and authority, as well as a notably wide
dynamic range across a broad bandwidth. At
the price, no other stand will do a good pair
of ‘bookshelf speakers greater justice.

Partington
Dreadnought
ide

Cableway

PRICE £395 (61cm)
| CONTACT @ 01777 708673 & www.hne.co.uk
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Partington Minim

PRICE £389 (five shelves) CONTACT @ 01474 709 299
® www.partingtonspeakerstands.com

Custom Design Concept 400

his specialist hi-fi rack from Newcastle's Acoustic Steel. In its standard form this basic
Custom Design is a simple yet effective structure is simply adorned with glass
design that lets the kit speak for itself like shelves, but other options are available,
few others at its price point. Its side uprights including wood veneered versions and the
are made of a laminate of two steel sheets superb Concept Acoustic 400 (£700), which
glued together, forming an uncommonly uses Acoustic Aluminium shelves to even PRICE £280-£300 {four shelves, price according to rish)
'dead’ structural material that its maker calls better sonic effect. CONTACT @ 01455 28325 @ www.atacama-audio.co.uk

BEST EQUIPMENT SUPPORT OVER £500

uilding on the success of Townshend's

Seismic Sink isolation platform, this
complete rack supports several components
on a single airborne structure (it can be
bought in various sizes, and Townshend will
make stands to order for particularly
odd-sized loads). It has two 'bladders’, one at
the top and one at the bottom, which isolate
the components from any external
vibrations. The results are excellent: the
sonic effect produces greater clarity and
stability, enhancing subtle details, micro-
dynamics and stereo imaging.

Audiophilese
StarBase

PRICE £1,496 (four shelves with Base 01 platforms)
CONTACT & 01892 619319 @ www.audiophilebase.com

Clearlight
Audio Aspekt

e PRICE £600 (four shelves, real wooed finish)
- CONTACT & 01635 291357 & www.clearlight-audio.de
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—= 1 = rPINEWOOD-
S MUSIC

of Winchester and Taunton

STRADIVARI HOMAGE

WINS TOP UK AWARD

A richly deserved accolade of High End Product Of The
Year from ‘Hi-Fi News’ for the sublime Sonus faber
Stradivari Homage, claimed by many reviewers as the
finest loudspeaker in the world. Some visitors were
disappointed that it was not being demonstrated at
September’s London Show, but it was felt that this was
not the most sympathetic environment for such a
creation. Instead, serious inquirers are invited to make
an appointment with Pinewood Music, where it can be
heard in all its glory.

CREMONA AUDITOR |

But these little beauties were playing at the Show. Did
you hear them with the little Jadis DA-5 amplifier? You
didn’t? Shame on you! Those who did were captivated:
this is a system that really tallks out loud to you.
Wonderful speakers, wonderful amplifier.

JADIS

The stuff of legends - and stocked by very few dealers.
What does it sound like? It sounds like a feisty angel
plucking at your heartstrings. Come and experience the
magic with Pinewood.

AUDIO RESEARCH |

The CD3 Mk 2 is said by many, including ourselves, to
be the finest CD player at any price - and at little over
£5000, that says a lot. No upsampling or over sampling,
just the basics taken to the highest level. It shows what
can be done.

KRELL
Krell’'s new Resolution Serres of loudspeakers won a lot
of admirers at the Show, and every model represents
superb value. Remeber: Dan D’Agostino was doing
loudspeakers before amplifiers, so he knows more than
a thing or two! Hear them at Pinewood.

Series

Agents for: Krell, Audio Research, Jadis, Sonus
faber, Martin Logan, Koetsu, Copland, Prima
Luna, Pathos, Oracle, Lyra, Unison Research,
Transparent, Chord Cable, finite-elemente, BCD
Engineering, Futureglass

Brian Rivas and Alison Holmes can be contacted at
The PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY
Winchester: 01962 776808
Taunton: 01460 54322
Mobile: 07860 351113
e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

Ask for details of this superb range:
SME LTD - STEYNING - SUSSEX - BN44 3GY - ENGLAND
tel: +44 (0)1 4321 . fax: +44 (0)1903 814269
_ email: sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
our website www.sme.ltd.uk

Demonstrations by appointment seven
days a week and evenings w—




REVIEWS

Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section — the only place
for definitive tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique
combination of extensive listening, unsighted comparisons and
scientific lab reports, conducted by the UK's most experienced
set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most comprehensive
and reliable guide to high performance hi-fi in the world.

64 T+A GI10R turntable and
V10 integrated amplifier

68 Vivid Audio B1 loudspeaker

72 Cyrus 6vs and 8vs
integrated amplifiers

75 Pro-Ject Debut Ill turntable

76 Exposure 2010 S
CD player

78 PMC DB1+ and TB2+
loudspeakers

80 Cyrus CD8x CD player and
PSX-R power supply

Pioneer DV-575A
universal disc player

OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED

, not an
. cwe liked
pont here is
p to the job of
vo.
recomme

Percentage ratings for
various different criteria,
like sound quality and
value for money

The things we like most
about the product

The things we think
could be better

The product’s final
score. All criteria are
taken into account
but the emphasis

is on performance.
Components scoring
more than 85%
may qualify for an
HFC Award Badge

and ease It even seems to DVERALL SCORE

—OIII::TW::W Bllll?- EI)

HIFICHDICE
magazine
x

| A component

receiving the coveted

‘ Hi-Fi Choice Best
Buy Badge has been
judged to deliver
excellent performance
at its price point,

‘ thereby offering
outstanding value

for money.

magazine

This Badge is

awarded only to those
components that

are judged to deliver
reference-standard
performance, regardless
of cost. These products
may be considered
among the very best of
their kind.
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Power of 10

Trauma-free high end with the Mercedes quality touch

T+A G10R and V10

Turntable and |ntegratgdr valve E;rﬁp!ifmT )

(G10R) £2,300, (V10) £4,000

(G10R) Size (WxHxD): 44x15x38cm
Weight: 15kg © Belt-driven synchronous motor drive
33/45rpm © Microprocessor control © (V10) Size
(WxHxD): 44x19x38cm @ Weight: 25.8kg © 80W/ch
(4/8 ohms) © 4 line inputs plus tape © High/standard
valve bias voltage settings for low and high level replay

CONTACT = 020 8863 9117
# www.taelektroakustik.de

recent visit to T+A elektroakustik (which

stands for Theory and Applications in

electroacoustics) in Herford, Westphalia,
Germany, demonstrated first-hand that the
company is not just another anonymous
small-scale producer. T+A designs and
manufactures a full range of hi-fi equipment
from sources through to loudspeakers, plus
complete, upmarket stereo and surround
systems. Its products traditionally have very
long product lifetimes and remain serviceable
until the cows come home. Quality is an
obsession at T+A, right down to factory
processes like rigorous vibration testing while
monitoring distortion levels - but not in the
case of the two items reviewed here, for which
this kind of treatment would be inappropriate.

Our test subjects are the first two products in
T+A's flagship V-series, which consists of an
integrated valve amplifier and a turntable
(with no 'V' in the title — don't ask), the latter
available in different versions (see box, p66).
These are clearly 'proper’ high-end products,

and there's something very focused and
purposeful about both. On a variety of levels,
the designers have sought to synthesise the
benefits of modern technology with traditional
core technologies, with results that in less
talented hands often fall between two stools
when attempted. The other side of the V-series
is the radical and quite original industrial
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design, which again seeks to combine
contemporary and traditional technology
and style in an innovative and enticing way.

The V10 integrated valve amp was the first
product in the series. It's a highly specified, yet
compact unit, designed to deliver 80 watts per
channel into four or eight-ohm loads using a
novel circuit topology called SPPP (Single
Primary Push Pull - see Q&A panel, p66) over
a 100kHz bandwidth. Consistency is addressed
with a rigorous valve selection process, and all
operational parameters - signal levels, currents
and overload margins — are monitored by
microprocessor, which also calculates running
times and other parameters (cold/hot starts,
load types and so on) and warns when new
valves are required. It also ensures voltages to
the valves are turned on slowly to reduce wear
as they heat. The ballpark lifetime of a valve
set is estimated at 3,000-5,000 hours.

Mechanical construction has also been a
high priority. The basic structure is steel, with
four shock absorbing feet and external
aluminium sandwich panels, the top acrylic
panel helping to reduce vibration and
microphony. The main transformer and output
stage caps are housed in aluminium for
resonance control and to disperse heat.

The G10 is the turntable — more correctly it's a
‘record player, since it's only normally available
with an arm and cartridge (for options, see box,
p66). An integral phono step-up is also an
option - called the PH-G10RMC, it arrives
preconfigured for your chosen cartridge but can
be easily changed for different cartridges using
miniature in-line switches accessible from
underneath. Our review sample came fitted with
a Rega arm that's closely related to the familiar
RB300, and a System CO5 high-output,
fixed-stylus moving coil cartridge manufactured
by Benz - all but ready to run straight from the
box. The player sits on four heavily damped
suspension pillars, but no adjustment is required
and set-up takes a matter of minutes.

Although the basics are comparable
to other turntables with heavy
platters driven by belt from a
synchronous motor, the execution
is quite different. Start-up torque

1 is mediated by DSP, which also
‘ regulates the motor drive to
eliminate (it claims) the pulse-like
drive pattern of the motor, and also

the motor speed to change between 33
and 45rpm. Running speeds are selectable
from the front panel. The mechanical
construction takes its cue from the V10. 3@
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We spoke to Lothar
Wieman, director of
development for T+A
elektroakustik, about the
design of the V10 amplifier

HFC: Can you explain :

what the SPPP amplifier circuit is meant to do?
LW: SPPP stands for Single Primary Push Pull,
which offers significant advantages over
conventional push pull valve amplifiers, in
particular excellent linearity and a much improved
broadband frequency response, which are
otherwise difficult to achieve with valves.

What were the problems you set out to resolve?
In conventional push pull amplifiers, there is always
some asymmetry in the output valves and
transformer which make it impossible to achieve
completely smooth waveforms when the positive
and negative output half-waveforms are added
together. There is also stray inductance between
the individual primary output transformer windings
complicating the issue, and a single-ended solution
would not allow us to provide the power output we
believe to be essential.

How are these ends achieved?

Our new circuit eliminates the symmetry problems
completely as there is only a single DC feedback
loop to define the OV DC point of the amp, with no
division into pulsed half-wave currents which can
only be imperfectly summed, and which inevitably
result in harmonic distortion. With only one
primary transformer winding, symmetry problems
are eliminated and there is less stray interference,
and hence a cleaner signal. There is no current flow
through the output transformer, which makes it
possible to employ toroidal transformers, with their
inherently wider bandwidth and lower phase shifts,
without problems. No overall negative feedback is
needed, yet the upper frequency limit is 100kHz.

What are the trade-offs?

The only disadvantage of the circuit is that it is
much more complex than a conventional circuit,
and a more sophisticated power supply is required.
In all, 22 separate voltages have to be supplied, 16
valves are required - ten triodes and six pentodes -
and the transformers we use are more expensive.

Are there any plans to extend the V-series?
We are currently working on a matching stereo
SACD player which will have a valve output stage.

OPTIONS

B The platter is a heavy machined alloy and
acrylic, which is also used in combination with
steel for the upper surface of the player.
Internally, a resonance absorber filled with lead
and sand dampens the structure down further.

SOUND QUALITY

The internal firmware provides impressive
'hand-holding’, making the combination of
G10 and V10 very easy to use. The turntable
can be set to power up automatically when the
amp is tured on and the output of the phono
step-up is muted when the player turns off. But
the G10 is mechanically well behaved anyway,
and is much less microphonic than most, with
sound quality relatively unresponsive to the
quality of the support by tumntable standards.
Similarly, the amplifier can be operated by the
well designed full system remote control
(supplied), and the front panel display can be

The V10 amp is only available in dark grey and black. The turntable is finished in the same way, but with some
choices. The G10 has two arm-inclusive variants, one with a mildly modded Rega RB300 (as tested here) and
the other a more upmarket design, the SME M2-9. These are fitted with Benzmade System CO5 and System

C10 moving coil cartridges respectively. The two variants are identified with an R (for Rega) or S (for SME)
suffix, and the prices are £2,300 and £3,000. Another option is a phono step-up, the PH-G10RMC, which
despite the name is a universal device, though it arrives set up for the cartridge supplied, and is fitted inside the
base of the player. Cost is £250. A brass centre weight and Perspex dust cover are also available as accessories.
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“If you hanker for the solidity, architecture
and presence of a musical event, then no
digital source is likely to compete.”

made to show bias levels on the two channels.
An estimate of remaining valve life, which
takes into account the way the amplifier is
used, is also indicated on the amplifier display,
along with various error and status messages.
Speaker impedance settings can be selected on
the back panel. The amplifier is mainly
passively cooled, but the microprocessor-based
control system operates a variable speed fan
which is normally (but not always completely)
inaudible. Great stuff, but somehow the T+A
package seems suspiciously slick for a system
using thermionic valves and rubber bands.

Several thoughts of this kind were swirling
around when this system was first fired up in
anger, but they turned out to be completely
misguided. The T+A pair was run with a pair of
Lumley Lampros 300AB speakers, which is a
medium to large (and unusually complex)
floorstander, but perhaps more by luck than
judgement, the Lumley turned out to be an
inspired choice that complemented the
character of the amplifier and player like a
hand fits a glove.

Some basics. The player is absolutely
speed-stable. ‘Wow" and ‘flutter’ are said to be
immeasurable, which must count as pretty low,
and certainly there was no identifiable wow,
which often manifests as a subtle edginess, or
wow which consists of low rate cyclic speed
variations. Even better, the amplifier's thermal
noise level is virtually inaudible even at close



listening ranges and at high volumes. And
that's another thing: given that this is a valve
amp, and even allowing for the relatively
gentle way that valve circuits normally behave
when they enter clipping, the T+A amplifier
goes remarkably loud with no hint of
misbehaviour. But at very low levels some
frequency hum harmonics (mainly LF stuff, 50
and 100Hz) can be heard with an ear close to
the speakers. Slightly more worryingly, there is
some mid frequency noise around a few
hundred Hertz with the G10's platter held
stationary but under power, which could be
unscreened pick-up from the motor or (more
likely) its control circuits — but apparently at
too low a level to have any directly identifiable
effect on the music.

Musically, the two components are extremely
impressive individually, and even more so in
combination. From the record player, there is a

T+A G10R turntable and V10 integrated amplifier [Review |

Top of — Modified Rega
suspension RB300 arm,
pillars fitted with
Benz high-
output MC
Upper platter cartridge
engages with
aluminium
section below Acrylic upper
through these plattersection
five aluminium
extensions
Detail - V10
! + Thermostatically
| « controlled
Ceramic cooling fan
sockets for valves
All amplification
by valves. High grade
Semiconductors audioPhile class
used only for voltage capacitors
stabilization and
control circuits
Hermetically
Two-stage sealed gold
volume control contact relays

perceptible thickening of textures and coloration
at the extreme top of the audible frequency
band, yet the bass is tight, powerful and tuneful,
and the midband is simply glorious, framed by
the magic of the V10 amplifier, which is at least
as impressive as the player in its own way. There
is nothing clinical about this combination, and
the reality is that if you like the precision and
transparency of good CD or SACD (or DVD-A, of
course), the T+A sound may seem rather
opaque and probably isn't for you. But if you
hanker for the smell of the greasepaint, the
solidity, architecture and presence of a musical
event, then no digital source is likely to
compete, painful as it is to admit it. The digital
source component used during this test was a
Sony SCD-XA9000ES SACD player, which
worked well, but which really requires slightly
different properties from the rest of the system
before it is completely convincing.
But it is the combination of the two, the G10
and the V10, that really weaves
spells. A recently acquired vinyl
record of Antonio Forcione
and Sabina Scibba called
Meet Me In London (The
Naim Label) was scarcely
less than spectacular. It
reproduced with a boldness and
presence that was remarkably
lifelike, and which placed the
performers in the listening room with

an almost physical certainty that was only
reluctantly dispelled by the evidence of the
eyes. The performance hung together with a
rare articulation, and at times it almost seemed
possible to peer around the performers and see
- hear — what was going on behind. Not every
recording was this good of course, but the
corresponding CD was not in the same class,
and a surprising number of other titles were
capable of just this kind of aural conjuring trick
with the help of a little T+A magic. HFC

Alvin Gold

VERDICT - G10R turntable

SOUND >> 88%
[ T T |

The G10R makes a great
partner for the V10
amplifier, with the bonus
of being an excellent (and
simple to set up) turntable
in its own right.

FEATURES >> 90%
(T |

BUILD >> 90%

VALUE >> 85%

VERDICT - V10 amplifier

SOUND >> 91%
EEEES N

FEATURES >> 88%
(T |

BUILD >> 93%
(e

VALUE >> 84%
(T T |

Complex design but superb
performance, with many
of the practical benefits of
solid state, coupled with
the sound of single-ended
valve standards.
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PRODUCT Vivid Audio B

TYPE Loudspeaker and integral stand
PRICE £6,590 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 27x110x38cm (base
depth: 42cm) © Weight: 38kg © Three-and-a-half-way
design © Sensitivity/impedance: 89dB/4 ohms (nom)
© Crossover: Fourth order, Linkwitz Riley © Finishes:
white, oyster grey, sahara beige, copper, graphite black
CONTACT = 01273 749149

kil Mw.vwwdspeakers com

he first South African loudspeaker to

come our way is also one of the most

distinctive we've seen for a long time.
The Vivid B1 has some unusual pedigree, in
that it was designed by the man who produced
the original snail-like Nautilus speaker for B&W,
one Laurence 'Dic’ Dickie. Dic has been working
as a consultant for PA specialist Turbosound of
late, but he has retained his enthusiasm for
metal drivers and enclosures that challenge the
norm, a passion which has come to fruition
with a small range from SA start-up Vivid
Audio. This unlikely collaboration came about
because B&W's former owner Robert Trunz
went to South Africa to get closer to the artists
on his B&W Music label and in the process got
to know Philip Guttentag and Bruce Cessner,
acoustic engineers based in KwaZulu-Natal.
When the latter told Robert of their intention
to start Vivid he put them in touch with Dic.

Unlike the majority of speaker manufacturers,

Vivid has not only designed and produced its
enclosures but has also created a brand new
range of drive units to go into it. As a result, the
B1 features some highly original thinking. For a
start, the metal mid and high frequency domes
are not hemispherical in shape but catenary,
the shape formed by a chain supported at
either end. This profile, when combined with a
stiffening ring, gives the highest break-up
frequency for a given diameter, and as a result
the 26mm high frequency dome can be taken

Vivid Audio B1 loudspeaker [Review|

Out of Africa

The Nautilus begat more than the B&W 800 Series as this new South African design reveals

up to a super-tweeter-beating 41kHz before it
hits its first resonance. The 50mm upper-mid
dome will itself go higher than most tweeters —
both units are backed by tapered tubes to
absorb rearward radiation, a /a Nautilus.

The B1 uses a three-and-a-half-way driver
arrangement where each driver is able to
operate in fully pistonic fashion across its band
and is sharply rolled off (24dB/octave) at the
crossover point. There are two 158mm drivers,
one firing rearwards and one forwards, the
latter covering both bass and midrange while
the rear driver does bass only. These two units
are decoupled from the cabinet by lossy
mountings and rely on a bar joining their
magnets for mechanical integrity.

The two dome drivers have radially polarised
neodymium magnets, which in the case of the
tweeter produce an incredible field strength of
2.4 Tesla. The metal cone bass/mid drivers
feature a highly aerodynamic small area
chassis with deep, thin ribs to allow maximum
freedom of air movement. This is combined
with a coil former that is “perforated to the
max" as Dic puts it, defined as ‘41 per cent
open'. This calms the Helmholtz resonance that
is peculiar to coil formers and smooths the
overall response. Vivid uses a short coil in a
long gap to ensure consistent power handling.

The 40-litre cabinet is made of carbon fibre
filled polymer and is ovoid in shape in order to
achieve high rigidity and minimal internal
reflections. The only parallel surfaces are the
front and rear baffles. The curved edges of the
front baffle also serve to minimise diffraction
and combine with the narrow profile of the
integral stand to offer a very low resistance
path for energy travelling across the baffle. The
integral stand hides van den Hul internal
cabling with the bi-wire terminals located at
the back of the five-spike base, which means
that one of the least attractive things about

speakers — speaker cables — keep as low a
profile as possible. Unusually there are two
reflex ports, and it's possible to see right
through the speaker. These have a reaction-
cancelling effect and are tuned to 40Hz.

SOUND QUALITY

Most loudspeakers are either a refinement of
what has gone before or benefit from a trickle
down of technology, but the B1 has been
designed from the ground up to be a
low-distortion, low-coloration loudspeaker. Its
only obvious antecedent is the stunning, in both
performance and price, B&W Nautilus, yet
unlike the range that trickled down from that
model it maintains precisely the same approach.
The result is an impressively revealing, neutral
and thrilling transducer that revitalises your best
records and opens up those you thought less
spectacular. For instance, Frank Zappa's
Hallowe'en DVD-A had previously seemed to be
a less than clean live recording, but the B1
suggested that some of the problems were not
coming from the disc but the speakers we'd
used in the past. What's more, despite the B1's
compact nature it can produce deep, grunty
bass that's both solid and tuneful.

What first strikes you when playing a familiar
track is the quality of timing - this is an
extremely nimble and thus engaging speaker
that can turn on something much smaller than
a sixpence. McCoy Tyner's Land Of Giants
SACD becomes a more energetic, sprightly
album in the Vivid's delicate hands. This album
can often seem rather too relaxed and smooth
but that is what most speakers make of it; in
the Vivid's even grasp the quality of playing
becomes clear and the tunes much more
subtle. That might suggest that this is a bright
or forward speaker but it ain't so — it's just not
adding its own foibles to the mix to the extent
that many speakers do. There is no @3
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POSITIONING

The B1 was designed as a wide dispersion
loudspeaker and thus will make you a little more
aware of the reflectivity or otherwise of the side
walls in your listening room. To minimize this
effect, Vivid recommends you angle the speakers in
so that their axis crosses in front of the listening
position. This is a classic set-up for achieving good
imaging and a wide sweet spot so is a fine place to
start. We achieved good results with the speakers
toed in to a lesser degree, almost pointing straight
at the listening seat, the side walls not offering
much reflectivity in our room. This gives a bit more
depth of image at the expense of sweet spot width
- in other words, fewer listeners will get good
imaging from the system.

SYSTEM MATCHING
The B1 did show a little excess bass in our 4x5m
room and if your listening room has a strong
resonance at 40Hz like one of ours then the B1
may not be the best choice. Larger rooms will give
better results, especially those with higher than
average ceiling height. Vivid neither supplies nor
encourages the use of foam bungs to block ports
to alter the bass response, but this is an easy way
of tuning the bass if resonances are an issue.

We tried using Townshend Seismic bases under
the B1s but got only a slight improvement because
of the way Vivid decouples its drive units from the
cabinet, combined with the extremely high stiffness
of the cabinet itself. The B1 has five spike
mountings on its large base so it will
effectively nail itself into soft
floorings, which is fine so
long as your electronics are
well isolated. As far as
ancillary equipment goes
this is a revealing and
highly neutral speaker
that will show up any
foibles in the source and
amplification. The latter
needs to be powerful for
serious volume — at least
100 watts - but if you
don't need to play loud then
a stiff valve amp (like the
Border Patrol mentioned in
the review) can produce
stunning results
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“If you want to hear right into the recording,
few speakers sound as ‘clean’ as the Vivid.”

& discernible cabinet character — instead they
‘disappear’ and let the sound out into the
room. This means that the resonances of the
acoustic bass on Adem's Homesongs have a
greater presence and the recording overall has
a greater intimacy than usual.

There's really only one respect in which the B1
could obviously be better and that's dynamics.
Our pair had the disadvantage of following the
massive ATC SCM150s into our listening room
and the reduction in driver and box size had an
inevitable impact. That said, we've not heard
another speaker close to this size that offers
greater dynamics with anything like the
vanishing levels of coloration on offer. There's
always a trade-off with speakers and if you want
to hear right into the recording, to understand
every syllable that Andre 3000 utters on
Outkast's The Love Below while appreciating the
rhythmical dexterity of the production, there are
few as ‘clean’ as the Vivid.

Dynamic range is stunning, however, and
this speaker will reveal the full breadth of
level, whatever you play through it.

Lambchop's Is A Woman is a quiet,

finely layered album with a lot of small

sounds that are often hard to identify.
With the B1 we could even hear the
soundbooth used by the vocalist, along
with greater distinction between louder
and vanishingly quiet instruments. Yes,
they're all instruments — Lambchop has to
be the quietest orchestra in 'pop’!

Most of the listening was done with a Gamut
D200 power amp but the opportunity to use
the Border Patrol S20 SE valve amp came up
and produced gripping results. The greater

differentiation between recordings, especially
with regard to soundstage scale, and the
quality or style of recording generally became
more apparent. If it could be compared to a
visual image it's as if there is a lot more detail
in the ‘black’, with details emerging from the
shadows. Put on a great album and then see if
you can turn it off — it's difficult with this sort
of hardware in the room!

This is one of the most revealing and neutral
speakers we've heard and a remarkable
achievement for a new company. In many
respects the price seems low for what's on offer
- go to Revel or Focal-JMlab and you might
pay an extra 30 per cent for a competing
product. The fact that it's so elegant is the icing
on the cake, and we look forward to bigger
cakes from the Vivid kitchen with relish. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT

SOUND >> 95%
(T |

&

EASE OF DRIVE >> 69% " PRO
EEEC  EEE An extremely revealing and

— — | genuinely neutral speaker

BUILD >> 95% with dynamic range, timing
g and imaging to die for.

EEEEEE 0
i1 CON ‘

Bass proved a little fullin our |
room and dynamics are |
limited by size.

VALUE >> 88%
(T |

The Vivid Audio B1 proved itself to be a truly world-class
speaker from a new brand that clearly knows how to get
results. If you want to hear more of the music and less of the
speaker, there’s not a lot of serious competition.

y\!-EE{IALL SCORE >> 7
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Sixes and eights

The ‘singing shoebox’ returns — and how! Meet the new integrated amps from Cyrus...

PRODUCT Cyrus 6vs and 8vs
TYPE Integrated stereo amplifiers
PRICE (6vs) £600, (8vs) £800

KEY FEATURES (6vs) Size (WxHxD): 22x8x36cm

© Weight 3.7kg © Rated power output: 40W./channel

(8 ohms) © 7 inputs © (8vs) Size (WxHxD): 22x8x36cm
© Weight: 5.5kg © Rated power output: 70W/channel
(8 ohms) © 7 inputs © Upgrade path with PSX-R

CONTACT = 01480 435577 @ www.cyrus.co.uk

yrus has been going through changes.

Just recently, the company achieved

independence in a management-led
buyout from erstwhile parent NXT, and it has
now redesigned and relaunched its signature
products, the half-width Cyrus 6 and the Cyrus
8 integrated amps, which are signalled by a ‘vs'
suffix on the model designations. The changes
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are subtle but they are significant, and they
have had an important effect on sound quality.

The two amplifiers are almost identical
externally. In fact from the front there is
nothing to distinguish them, apart from a
badge showing the model number that's all
but hidden on the base of the front panel. The
outer cover is made from pressure die-cast
magnesium alloy with a silver or dark grey
textured spray paint finish. The chassis is made
from a polymer composite. In this way Cyrus
continues to avoid using ferrous metals in the
construction of its amplifiers. Ferrous panels
allow eddy current to flow, with an audibly
deleterious effect on sound quality.

The input labels have changed, but not their
nature: new additions like one called MP3 (in
fact an analogue input) don't alter the essential

fact that you can connect seven line inputs,
including one labelled tape, which in reality is
just another line input, though there is a
full-blown tape in/out circuit (Tape 2) with a
monitor facility for analogue decks with a third
monitor head. Two pairs of speaker terminals
have been shoehorned onto the tiny back panel
for bi-wiring using the compact but now almost
extinct BFA connector, though hollow-pin 4mm
plugs can be used without adaptors. A
headphone socket is also available on the back,
which can be selected by a front panel switch.
The most obvious difference between the
two amplifiers is power output — 40 watts per
channel for the 6vs and 70 watts per channel
for the 8vs. They both have seven inputs,
balance adjust, fade/mute and a means of
normalising levels between different inputs,




' UPGRADING WITH THE PSX-

The Cyrus PSX-R is an externally
featureless outboard power supply, which
may be used to upgrade the 8vs (the 6vs
is not compatible). Priced at £400, it
assumes responsibility for the analogue
signal-related sections of the 8vs, the
advantages of which include a reduction
in injected mains noise and ripple.

Good as the bare-bones 8vs is, the augmented model is

Cyrus 6vs and 8vs integrated amplifiers [Review]

simply in a different league. With the PSX-R the amp goes no louder (well, not much

louder), but it restores the balance, purity and sweetness of the smaller 6vs. Instrumental and vocal separation is
palpably superior, and the expressiveness with which music is reproduced is clearly enhanced, as is stereo
imagery. There is more explicit depth information, and the soundstage is more vibrant and crisply defined. For
reasons that are far from obvious, the combination of the 8vs and the PSX-R sounds in some ways like a smaller,
better disciplined amp than the 8vs on its own, more like the 6vs in some ways, but with the potential for higher
undistorted volume levels. This lifts the 8vs firmly into Best Buy territory (and also our Awards — see p43).

with a ring of LEDs around the multi-turn
encoded control that indicates volume level
and other status information. Oh, and an
improved system remote control.

There are other differences too, such as
upgraded passive components in the senior
amplifier, but the main advantage of the Cyrus
8vs is that it can be optionally used with a
PSX-R (see box). There are good reasons to go
for the PSX-R as will be discussed shortly, but
an obvious disadvantage is that it adds £400
to the bottom line. The amps themselves are
being sold at exactly the same price as the
models they replace, while the PSX-R is up by
£50, the first time there has been a price
increase in several years.

There's only a limited amount that can be
said about the changes that have been made
for the 'vs' models, which arose from a 'skunk’

sweet and detailed, earning the tag 'singing
shoe boxes' in their earliest incarnations. Later
models improved in their build quality and
internal sophistication, but not always quite so
obviously in terms of pure sound quality. They
never completely lost their naturally agile and
concise feel, but in a world where other
competing designs were becoming
progressively more accomplished, the Cyrus
amplifiers have tended to remain relatively
small-scale in sound, lacking muscle, and
sounding as one colleague so succinctly put it
in a recent conversation - ‘thin".

Until now that is. The Cyrus 6vs still has the
classic turn-on-a-sixpence quality, but the top
end has been cleaned up a great deal, and it is
reminiscent more than any recent iterations of
the original baby Cyrus amplifier — the classic
Cyrus One. In fact it seems almost certain that

“The ‘vs’ models arose from a ‘skunk’ project
within Cyrus, in which designers are allowed
to develop their own petideas.”

project within Cyrus, in which designers are
allowed to develop their own pet ideas. Cyrus
is being reticent about the detail of what has
been done, but the outline version is that
internal coupling capacitors have been
eliminated or replaced by much smaller value
components, and the servo amplifier necessary
for output stability has been replaced by a less
intrusive 'virtual servo’ which has reduced the
need for exotic components, instead using
close tolerance components in a specific
layout. As Cyrus explains it, the circuit is not
rocket science, but the result of some clever
lateral thinking.

SOUND QUALITY

There has been something of a sea change in
the performance of the ‘vs' series amplifiers.
Cyrus's half-width models have always been

the new amplifiers are considerably purer, more
organic and sweeter toned than the original
singing shoeboxes from all those years ago, but
the rate of change has surely accelerated with
the latest incarnation. The Cyrus 6vs is neither
thin nor raw (another possible criticism of the
original). It is pure and organic, light of touch
and better balanced than before. In its own still
relatively small-scale way, it is an exquisitely
refined and capable amplifier.

At first sight (or sound), the Cyrus 8vs is
more of the same. It has a similar delicacy and
purity, with significantly bolder musculature
than the smaller version. It remains a subtle
and expressive performer, but there are also
signs of strain around the edges. One telltale
signal is a lack of complete separation between
the different elements in the soundstage. The
6vs's unusually organic and fluid way of

responding to changing musical landscapes is
an object lesson, rare at any price, and the 8vs
is not quite the equal of the junior model in
this singular, but important respect.

Over recent years, although we have not
entirely lost our original enthusiasm for the
little Cyrus amplifiers, they have not always
managed to track improvements in other amps,
almost as though the required advances in
performance have been held back by the
physically compact packaging. With the ‘vs'
modifications, Cyrus has made a quantum leap,
one that parachutes its amplifiers back towards
the top of their class. One added attraction is
that you can start with a 6vs and upgrade to
an 8vs for little more than the difference in
retail cost, and the PSX-R can be added to the
8vs at any time. But taken on their own, it's the
cheaper model, the exquisite 6vs, that is the
real star of the show. Without the benefit of
the PSX-R, the 8vs is not quite its equal, even
though it goes significantly louder. HFC

Alvin Gold

VERDICT - Cyrus 6vs

SOUND >> 87%

(T |
FEATURES >> 80%

This is an exquisite little
amplifier that sounds
altogether cleaner, more
agile and more

1 finely detailed than its
BUILD > 880/0 non-vs predeCeSSOT.
EEEEE W]
| VALUE >> 89%
EEEE= W

VERDICT - Cyrus 8vs

SOUND >> 83%
(T | ]

| FEATURES >> 85%
FEATURES> 8570 power - yet it doesn’t have

EEEE I quite the same degree of

P clegance and panache.
BUILD >> 88% 9 2

The more costly Cyrus amp
is much like its little
brother, but with more
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SYSTEM 7 FRIK

WADIA 302 CD Plyr t £3999.00
(= S,
T+A V10 Amplifier £3995.00

SONUS FABER Cremona £4999.00

Normal System Price £12,993.00
DEPOSIT £2600.00
Deferred 12 months £10,393.00

Interest Free Option on Request

A Perfect Partnership.

With the Wadia 302 at the helm
signalling accurate, detailed information
into the absolutely amazing and
innovative 70 watt integrated valve
amplifier from T+A driving the full range
of micro dynamics through the most
elegant affordable speaker from the
master craftsmen at Sonus Faber. Yes,
we have the perfect partnership. A sonic
alliance at, dare we say, a bargain price.

*
FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS; WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST.

HIGH-END HOME DEMONSTRATIONS BY
APPOINTMENT. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

Right now we are offering our
customers the opportunity to
choose any system, or component
upgrade for that matter with the
option to pay just 20% deposit and
then nothing to pay for 12 months.
We are committed to making it
easier for you to upgrade to your
dream system.

Take alook at our own featured

SYSTEM 1 * % kK
CYRUS CD8x £1000.00
ROKSAN Caspian Amp |  £999.00

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£480.00
£1918.00

systems below. All of us at K] take
considerable pride in our
endeavours to audition and put
together dream systems. We are
fortunate to be able to choose
from the world's finest range of
musical components.

Whilst equipment reviews are
helpful we quite often find that the
sum of the parts do not actually

work that well. Our ten featured
systems we know are totally
compatible and will provide a truly
satisfving musical experience.

In the final analysis we do feel
that our guiding criteria has to be
outright performance versus
investment.

We think we've got it right!

[aum op ] 100000 | UNIco @ poyer ] E11750
[QURD 99 Power__|_£55000]

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£500.00
£1945.00

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£600.00
£2399.00

Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request

[PRTHOS Cosic 1 Amp | E1575.00

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£895.00
£3578.00

£1190.00
£4757.00

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£1510.00
£6036.00

Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request

SYSTEM 8 *hkkhkkkx W SYSTEM 9 KAk hkkxx Ml SYSTEM 10 % kK ok ok ke ok

THETA Compli Uni Plyr | £4482.00 | AUDIO RESEARCH cD3 | £5189.00 | KRELL KPS28¢ CD Plyr £8998.00

PATHOS Inpol 2 Amp | £5500.00 £10,000.00 [ AUDIO RES. 1525/V5110 | £9798.00

WILSON BENESCH ACT | £9000.00 [ MARTIN LOGAN Odyssey] £6798.00 J8 WILSON Sophia Spkrs | £11,992.00
Normal System Price | £18,982.00 | Normal System Price | £21,987.00 | Normal System Price | £30,788.00

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£3800.00
£15,182.00

1he

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£4400.00
£17,587.00

DEPOSIT
Deferred 12 months

£6200.00
£24,588.00

Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request

S Finest
Sound. & Vision Systeiis

KJ WEST ONE
26 NEw CAVENDISH STREET
LONDON WI1G 8TY

Tel: 020 7486 8262/3

PETERBOROUGH
(01733) 341755

Full System Reviews featured at

WWWw.Rjwestone.com




Pro-Ject Debut Ill turntable [Review]

HI-Fl

magazine

PRODUCT Pro-Ject Debut il
TYPE Tumntable, arm and cartridge
PRICE £130

CONTACT = 01235 511 166
& www.henleydesigns.co.uk

n recent years, much has been made of the

sonic sacrifices that were made by the

mass switch from vinyl to CD in the late
1980s. Many were convinced by marketing
execs boasting of CD's ‘perfect sound’, but the
more recent appearance of high-resolution
digital formats SACD and DVD-Audio has
shown the hollowness of that claim.

Nowadays of course, many who made the
switch completely are left with a still-impressive
collection of LPs sitting in a comer somewhere
and nothing to play them on. What we need is a
choice of turntables that can rekindle our love
for vinyl without breaking the bank.

Cue the Pro-Ject Debut series. The Debut has
been in the excellent-yet-affordable category
for some time and its third incarnation, the
Debut IlI, aims to up the ante still further.

On first impression it's a similar beast to its
predecessor. Build quality is excellent for the
price, and it's very easy to set up. The supplied
Ortofon OMS5E cartridge (very decent for a
deck costing just £120) came ready-fitted to
our review model, and the process of balancing
the arm with counterweight and anti-skating
weight is very straightforward.

The Debut IIl boasts a sturdy high-mass MPF
plinth, as well as flexible suspension on its feet
to help isolate the deck — and your spinning

vinyl — from unwanted vibrations. But the main
improvement over the Debut Il is a completely
different tonearm: higher in mass and
therefore much sturdier, it also has sapphire
bearings and is very well designed and
machined. The deck's suspended 16-volt motor
is also improved: it's now the same as that
featured on every Pro-Ject deck up to £700.
There's no speed box supplied, so to change
from 33 to 45 you must take the platter off and
re-hook the belt to a different part of the motor
pulley, This is, however, done very quickly.
Alternatively, Pro-Ject sells an add-on speed box
(£45) that can be used on any of its tumntables.

SOUND QUALITY
Given the performance of this deck’s
predecessors, we were expecting big things.
And the Debut Ill didn't disappoint. As soon as
the needle came to rest on Joni Mitchell's
Hissing Of Summer Lawns LP, the Debut Il
opened up with a performance of solidity,
space and a superb grasp of rhythmic subtlety.

Frankly, flicking through a large selection of
classic LPs made reviewing this deck a delight.
The taut sound of David Bowie's Hunky Dory
was complemented hugely by the Pro-Ject's
performance, while the smoky ambience of
Miles Davis' era-defining Kind Of Blue album
was reproduced with a gripping sense of poise,
realism and enough precision to deliver, even
when saxophonist John Coltrane hits his
signature hundred-notes-a-minute stride.

If there is a criticism to be made of this
turntable — and at £130 such a criticism is a

little on the lean side. A nostalgic roa

through some late eighties/early nineties :
hip-hop records revealed a slight lack of weight
and power in the lowest frequencies.

However, what it lacks in sheer grunt the
Debut Il makes up for in punch and precision.
Wise system matching — a bass-responsive
amplifier and a decent pair of floorstanders, for
example — will turn this into a budget deck
that casts any doubts aside.

The Debut IIl offers excellent value for just
£130. If you're a first-time buyer or someone
who wants a new turntable to revisit the joys
of an old record collection, the Debut Ill is
highly recommended. HFC

Dominic Dawes

VERDICT

SOUND >> 74%

PRO

Detailed, musical and
genuinely engaging, this is a
superbly capable vinyl spinner
for the money.

BUILD >> 73% CON
IMEE | Of course, it’s no match for

turntable/arm/cartridge
| combos costing hundreds of
VALU 97% pounds more - but at the
| 1 price, who's complaining?

FEATURES >> 60%
T T

CONCLUSION

Don’t expect miracles for 130 quid - yet this little budget
marvel gets remarkably close! As a low-cost way of getting that
vinyl spinning, it’s superb value and a tough act to beat.

HEACHOILE >> 86%
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Bespoke Exposure

PRODUCT Exposure 20105

TYPE CD player

PRICE £600

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44x9x33cm
© Weight: 5kg © Custom-built transport © Thicker
gauge casing © Optical/coaxial digital outputs

CONTACT = 01273 423877
& www.exposurehifi.com

hange is good. There's nothing quite

like a new technology to focus the

minds of those involved with an
existing one. Just look at how turntables
evolved at the very time CD was supposed to
be making them obsolete. These days, against
the combined might of multichannel and
codec compression, it's the traditional
exponents of two-channel that are upping the
ante. One such two-channel devotee is
Exposure and, if their new 2010 S is anything
to go by, such dedication should bring rich
rewards to the listener.

The Exposure 2010 was already a fine
midrange CD player. Some criticised it for its
lack of refinement, but this so-called ‘poor
man's Naim' had a sense of rhythm and control
that made it compelling. Fortunately, Exposure
hasn't tinkered with the winning formula too
much. It still uses the same subtle, contoured
all-aluminium casework. Underneath the hood,
it looks familiar too. There's the same high
capacity toroidal transformer, with separate
supplies for analogue and digital stages. The
single, surface-mount PCM 1716, 24-bit/96kHz
DAC remains, as does the jitter reducing,
high-purity master clock. Recording fans will be
happy to find that both optical and coaxial
digital outputs are standard.

New to the S model is a totally bespoke
transport (of which more later), a thicker
casing, new feet, improved finish and a new
remote control. The latter is a great
improvement, and there are no quibbles with
the build quality either. It always was fine, but

“The brass and percussion timbre was, given
the price, absolutely first rate, and amatch
for many more expensive machines.”
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it now has to rate as one of the most solid,
well-made £600 CD players about. We're less
sure about those new feet, though - they're so
smooth that unless the unit is on a course
surface, is does tend to slip and slide about.
Not on the spec sheet, but another change
with the 2010 S is a switch from twin output
reservoir capacitors to eight smaller Elna
designs. This is really a question of designer
preference and should have little effect upon
the sound quality either way.

One aspect of the design that should
dramatically affect the sound quality, however,
is the new transport. These days there are
fewer and fewer transports around that aren't
based on a CD-ROM. It leaves manufacturers
such as Exposure with little choice except to
try to work around an inferior design, or start
afresh with a completely new one. Bravely, they
took the later route and have heavily invested
in their own design. Based around a Sony laser
and servo, the 2010 S features a mechanism,
micro controller and display that are
completely unique. It's an expensive business,
but having control over the transport stage
gives Exposure far greater scope in controlling
the very delicate digital signals. Exposure isn't
alone in this thinking, and companies such as
Naim have for years expounded upon the




importance of a decent transport and power
supply over and above a fashionable DAC.
Whether other companies will follow Exposure,
however, remains to be seen. Budget brand
Cambridge Audio already tweaks its Sony-based
transports, although not to anything like the
extent that Exposure has here. Others may
adopt this route, but it's likely that those
involved with multichannel in particular, will
stick to lightly tweaked, off-the-shelf designs.

Not a great deal has changed in the
midrange CD market since we last tested the
2010, so the rivals remain pretty much as
before. The likes of Roksan's Kandy MkIIID
(£650) and Rotel's RCD-1072 (£600)
represent the direct opposition, with players
like Cyrus's new CD8x occupying the next rung
up (see review, p80).

SOUND QUALITY

New transport or not, the 2010 S still sounds
very much like the last one. To these ears that's
no bad thing, although others may disagree.
Playing some processed pop, in this case Kylie
Minogue's Chocolate, brought out a taut,
punchy sound with pace that's right at the top
of its class. Bass wasn't quite the deepest, but
its sheer enthusiasm and 'bop’ more than
made up for this.

2010 Compact Disc Player

Exposure 2010 S CD player [Review |

Now for the downside. Using a generally neutral
system we were aware of the treble response
being slightly brighter than usual. It wasn't
intrusive, but it's likely that those with brighter
systems might find it so. If you own a pair of
speakers with a particularly sharp-sounding
metal tweeter, for example, then you may well
find the 2010 S not to be well matched.
Otherwise, it was a composed and involving
listen. The soundstage was expansive, if lacking
the exact vocal positioning of some of the
(admittedly more expensive) competition. A
Naim CD5i, for example, would have focused
Kylie's vocals just that bit more accurately.
Nevertheless, for £600 the staging and
definition is certainly class-competitive.

With Joss Stone's Super Duper Love, it was
the rhythm and pace that once more stood
out. The sound could perhaps become a bit
relentless in a harsher system, but with well
matched components it's probably one of the
most communicative players this side of the
benchmark CD5i. Indeed, in many ways it's
voiced much like Salisbury's finest which, given
the price differential, is no mean feat. Other
aspects of the sound quality couldn't quite live
up to the excellent timing but were at least
class-competitive. There was a pleasant vocal
timbre, and fair height of sound. If one aspect

let the player down, then it was probably the
percussion. Heard against an Arcam CD82,
used as reference, it wasn't as focused or
refined. But the more rounded character of the
Arcam isn't to everyone's taste, and it's likely
the Exposure's looser treble balance and
all-round 'pep’ will find favour with many.

Classical music always tends to be a good test
for a CD player's ability to remain composed
and measured. In terms of complex and
dynamic pieces they don't tend to come much
more testing than Chabrier's Esparia. It's an
immensely powerful piece, rich in musical
contrast, but it can sound extremely ragged on
the wrong system. Fortunately, the 2010 S
didn't turn out to be the roughneck that it
might have been. It had a light touch during
the gentler passages, yet strong presence when
required. The brass and percussion timbre was,
given the price, absolutely first rate, and a
match for many more expensive machines. Even
at the composition's most complex, the
Exposure always remained composed, and had
little trouble in layering and separating the
various instruments. What the Exposure most
definitively is not, however, is an ‘analogue
sounding' CD player. Take what issues you may
with the phrase, but there's no doubt that
something like the Arcam CD82 would posses
more of what might be thought of as 'analogue
qualities’. In our experience, the CD82 was
certainly the more fluid and seamless of the two.

The ever so slightly mechanical sound to
strings was carried through to The Divine
Comedy's Charmed Life. Not the glassy screech
that would make cats run for cover,
characteristic of some late-1980s CD players,
but merely not quite as 'rounded’ as some.
What the 2010 S most definitively is, though, is
transparent. In addition to class-best timing, it
gives the impression that you can really 'feel’
the recording — making it one of the most
involving players for the money. HFC

Dominic Todd

SOUND >> 81%

o or0f c|
o
Y PRO
Strong build and features mix.
Class-leading timing, and one
of the most involving
machines at the price.

i1 CON

Not the most rounded of
players. Some lack of focus in
the treble, and will sound
‘forward’ on bright systems.

| FEATURES >> 82%

BUILD >> 86%

VALUE >> 87%
(T |

Misses a Best Buy tag by the skin of its teeth, but still a
must-audition £600 player for anyone who likes a lively sound.
It’s one of the most engaging CD players this side of the Naim
(D51, though one or two rivals offer more refinement.

LR >>
OVERALL SCORE
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The T-line twins

PMC's "+" means revised damping, tweeters and crossovers, plus an upgrade option for existing owners

PMC DB1+ and TB2+

Standmount loudspeakers
(DB1+) £625 per pair, (TB2+) £795 per pair
(DB1+) Size (WxHxD): 16x29x23cm

(TB2+) Size (WxHxD): 20x40x30cm

Weight: 8.5kg © (Both) 27mm fabric dome tweeter
with twin chambers and ferrofluid damping © Bass/mid
driver has cast frame and doped pulp paper cone

1.5m folded transmission line

= 08704 441044

& www.pmc-speakers.com

Weight: 4.5kg

78 HI-FI CHOICE | december 2004

MC has long been a favourite of this

Hi-Fi Choice reviewer, going right back to

the company's early days in 1992, and
loudspeaker buyers would seem to agree, since
it has been one of the fastest growing
operations in British hi-fi. As a result its
trademark technique of transmission line bass
loading - pioneered by Bailey and IMF back in
the 1960s, but only regularly used since then by
Rega - is now firmly back on the hi-fi map.

The DB1 and TB2 were the least costly and
smallest PMCs. Both were standmounts, and
both have received HFC Best Buy ratings — as

did the latter's TB1 ancestor in 1996.
These new DB1+ and TB2+
models look identical to their

)

Above: PMC DB1+: translates
as ‘Dinky Box’ 1+

predecessors, and follow precisely the same
overall configurations, though they feature a
number of important modifications, basically
the same as those applied to the FB1+ reviewed
last month, and also cost a little more, at £625
and £795 per pair respectively.

Both are two-ways, and despite their modest
dimensions, both use folded transmission lines
some 1.5m long to load the rears of their bass
drivers. It's a technique which has some
similarities to reflex loading, inasmuch as there's
a port at the end of the line that provides some
reinforcement in the bass region. But there are
significant advantages too — the internal panels
used to create the line provide worthwhile
enclosure stiffening; and the combination of the
line with carefully placed damping materials
offers considerable scope for absorbing and
controlling the rear radiation from the main
driver cone, reducing the box reflections that are
found with simpler enclosures.

The prime '+' modification is the use of a more
costly and superior 27mm dual-chamber soft
dome tweeter, of the same type as that which
has long been used in PMC's larger and more
upmarket models. This also involves
modifications to the crossover, including the use
of carefully selected Solen capacitors for best
sound quality. A new type of foam, especially
good at absorbing midrange frequencies, is also
now used in the TB2+.

Both models have classy real wood veneer all
round, with demure styling and nicely rounded
vertical edges to the front panel. The standard
finishes are black ash, oak and cherry, though a
textured neo-black Pro version is also available.
The TB2+ is a medium-sized standmount based
on the same 170mm cast frame main driver as
that used in the FB1+. It has an interal box
volume of around 15 litres, and a large slot-
shaped port on the rear. The much smaller
DB1+ (DB translates as ‘dinky box') has a
140mm cast frame main driver with a S0mm
doped paper cone, and its rear panel has an
attachment plate for a substantial wall bracket.



There are also magnetically shielded versions
of both speakers, with identical acoustic
performance, intended for horizontal mounting.
Twin terminals facilitate bi-wiring or bi-amping.
Owners of existing 'non +' DB1s and TB2s may
purchase upgrade kits for £198 and £249
respectively, to convert their speakers to the
latest specification and performance.

SOUND QUALITY

The spec sheet quotes 87dB and 90dB
sensitivities for the DB1+ and TB2+ respectively,
plus slightly greater bass extension for the larger
model. This seems a little optimistic: under our
far-field, in-room measurement regime, 86dB
and 88dB seem more appropriate figures.
However, these relatively modest values are fully
consistent with the ‘genuine’ eight ohms
impedance that are both claimed and met.

Although the sensitivities are a shade below
average (based on the 'standard’ 2.83V input),
the current they will both draw from the amp is
rather less than average too, so the load imposed
is relatively benign. Bass extension is decent
considering the small size of both speakers. In
both cases the bass alignments are quite dry,
and the little DB1+ will definitely benefit from
close-to-wall bass reinforcement (a bracket is
available for optional wall mounting). The TB2+
might also need some wall assistance, but this is
less clear cut, so it's best to experiment in situ.
The overall in-room responses for both models
show a well ordered midrange plus a broadly
restrained presence zone (1-4kHz), followed by
some recovery in the smooth treble proper.

To provide a proper context, we requested
single samples of the 'pre +' versions of both
these speakers in order to carry out direct
(mono) comparisons between old and new. The
improved treble sweetness and clarity was
immediately evident and obvious, providing
improved detail with a clear reduction in
'splashy’ and ‘splattery’ distortion effects.
Indeed, the superior smoothness of the new
models gave the impression that they actually
had a little less treble energy than their
predecessors, even though detail was enhanced
and delicacy improved. The TB2+ also showed
the effectiveness of the new damping material
in reducing boxiness in the midband. This was
very obvious with voices, especially on speech.

The results of the changes are two models
with significantly better manners than before.
The sound as a whole might be a shade too laid
back for some tastes perhaps, and the bass
could have had a little more authority and drive,
but these are both quite small loudspeakers, so
some lack of power and weight is only to be
expected. The laid-back midband does tend to
reduce low-level voice intelligibility a little, but
at the same time it ensures the speakers may be
played quite loud without becoming aggressive.

Where these speakers really score is in their
clarity and freedom from coloration through the
broad midband. Whereas some of the obvious
competition tend to push the sound at you,

PMC DB1+ and TB2+ loudspeakers [Review|

HI-FICHOICE

R

S
e

Above: PMCTB2+:
superior dynamics

“Both really score in their clarity and
freedom from coloration in the midband.”

forcing the pace and adding a slightly ‘shouty’
quality, these two PMCs do the business
through subtlety, low coloration and a wide
dynamic range. The result is invariably both
expressive and natural, yet also attractively
unexaggerated with good stereo image
perspectives and fine freedom from boxiness.
Indeed, one is rarely if ever conscious of the
specific locations of the speakers themselves —
all you hear is the soundstage spread out across
the area in front of you, which is as it should be.
If anything the tiny DB1+ has an edge over its
bigger brother in overall smoothness, despite
the extra coloration that wall proximity
inevitably introduces. That said, the larger main
driver and box of the TB2+ is undoubtedly
responsible for some advantage in the
expression of dynamics, and this brings an extra
measure of vividness and drama to the party.
Their modest size means that neither speaker
is a deep bass excavator, so home cinema fans
will want to add a subwoofer or two, though on
regular music programming the bottom end
works very well, sounding smooth and even with
commendable freedom from any ‘thumpy’
tendencies, and good analytical clarity. What
really stands out with these two revised models

is the sheer subtlety and sophistication they
offer at very realistic prices, especially through
the midband and treble. The bottom line is that
there are plenty of similar size alternatives
around that cost considerably more, yet offer no
significant performance advantage. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT - DB1+
SOUND >> 83%
(T

This impressive small speaker

might lack some weight and

dynamic drama, but its

laid-back balance has little

boxiness and a sweeter top
mm end than its predecessor.

VALUE >> 83%

VERDICT - 1B2+

SOUND >> 86%
EEEET  In Improved trebl_e sweetness
, and reduced midband

EASE OF DRIVE >> 90% coloration take this fine
R _ standmount up a notch or
[ EEE

two in the sound quality
stakes. Recommended.

'BUILD >> 87%

VALUE >> 87%
| WEE
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Cyrus gets x-appeal

Hot on the heels of the new 6vs and 8vs amps, Cyrus has also updated its range-topping CD player

PRODUCT Cyrus CD8x and PSXR

TYPECD player and optional power supply
PRICE (CD8x) £800, (PSX- R) £400

KEY FEATURES Size WxHxD) 22x8x36cm (each)

© (CD8x) Weight: 3.5kg © Digital outputs: coaxial
electrical and Toslink optical © System remote control
© Cyruslink bus integration® Upgrade path with PSX-R

CONTACT = 01480 435577 & www.cyrusaudio.com

s you may have read on p72, Cyrus has
been through some changes of late.
Allow us to elaborate further...

Earlier in the year, Cyrus MD Peter Bartlett

and two partners managed to lever a
management buy-out of the brand that hi
been heading up for over ten years. He
managed to persuade Mission, Cyrus and
founder Farad Azima that despite the b
good reputation the name alone v

worth millions and arrived at a sensil

The assets were purchast

company NXT, the tech
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that grew out of Mission/Cyrus and eventually
usurped them both. Fortunately for the newly
formed Cyrus Audio, NXT had been investing
in the company quite heavily so it has a head
start for the new owners.

The continued results of this investment will
become apparent over the coming months but
the changes in nomenclature at least will be
subtle. The CD8x reveals the pattern we should
expect — the basic names of the ranges will
remain 6, 8 and 10 but wu:h the addition of

L 7S

been redeveloped to improve its performance
as a standalone transport. Cyrus is bringing
out a high-end digital to analogue converter,
the DAC X, which presumably revealed some
shortcomings in this respect with the previous
CD8. Chances are there will be an X' transport
to match but in the meantime it's likely that
Cyrus has used what it learned in developing
the DAC X component to improve the CD8.
The CD8x has a redesigned PCB (printed
circuit board) which doubles the density of its
predecessor from two to four layers in order to
achieve the transport improvements desired. It
es nine revised cascade power supplies to
inning smoothly. Like many Cyrus
ﬂmop’aon of adding a PSX-R
ply, and in this instance the
re said to make the effect
greater (more on this later).
the player are

DACs, twin toroidal




power supplies, low-noise output stage and
anti-jitter circuitry with re-clocking. It stormed
its group test when we tried it with the PSX-R
back in the April issue (HFC 252) so
expectations were high for its successor.

Controls on the front panel use Cyrus's
slimline graphics and these are pretty legible so
long as the disc drawer is closed, but otherwise
they're hidden! Luckily, a full system remote
control does almost everything except open the
drawer, which for the lazy is a minor gripe.
Otherwise the key buttons are highlighted in
green, which is a good thing as this handset
looks like it would run any Cyrus component,
including a multichannel processor.

The back panel reveals two pairs of analogue
outputs, coaxial and optical digital outputs and
phono sockets for the buslink system, which
allows interoperability with other Cyrus kit -
power up one component and the rest power up
too; press play on the CD player and the amp
selects the correct input automatically.

The PSX-R power supply is built around a
300VA transformer with enormous current
delivery capability. It uses slot foil capacitors to
ensure a low impedance, wide bandwidth DC
supply and when used with a low power
component such as a CD player, its massive
inertia produces a supply that is virtually like a
battery from the player's point of view
(batteries being the ultimate but least practical
of low power DC supplies).

SOUND QUALITY

As a lone player without the PSX-R supply, the
CD8x produces a higher than average output
level (2.1V) which can make it seem rather more
forthright than the alternatives. This is largely
because it is a confident and outgoing player
that's better than many at producing strong,
three-dimensional images. On test, for example,
Norah Jones's voice sounded as pure, open and
effortless as you could hope for, sitting high
above the speakers in full and expansive
fashion. The instruments on the recording
produced decent bass weight and sparkling
highs, the whole sound being rich and warm.
By contrast, Eminem'’s Kill You sounded quite
aggressive (though it's never the friendliest of
tracks), with clear lyrics and full upper bass.
Dido sounded a lot sweeter on Stan, even if the
thunder cracks didn't have quite the weight
that some players pull from this disc.

Adem's Homesongs revealed a surprising
amount of noise on the opening track - a soft
mush seemed to accompany one hammered
guitar string in particular, made evident by the
CD8x's confidence and clarity. This seemed to
make the notes more stark, but it could also be
a result of the very simple arrangement - either
way it was striking stuff (excuse the pun). The
less acoustic beats of electronic duo Kruder and
Dorfmeister's K&D Sessions revealed the player's
strength with spatial cues — it can really take
advantage of the manipulation of reverb and
phase used by these Viennese mix-meisters.

Cyrus CD8x CD player and PSX-R power supply [Review]

BEST BUY

HI FICHUICE

“Adding the optional PSX-R power supply
enhances the player further, bringing it up
several notches in confidence and integrity.”

There was a slight forwardness to the sound on
this and several of the other tracks we tried,
suggesting that it may be a factor of the
recordings the Cyrus is particularly partial too.

Next to a Sony SCD-XA333ES, which cost the
same amount in its time, the Cyrus sounds
lively but a little lightweight at low frequencies,
the Sony displaying a gravitas in the bass that
is a little less with the newer machine. That
said, the more nimble, natural highs of the
CD8x make for more fluent music and better
timbral resolution - or to put it another way,
instruments and voices sound more realistic.

Timing, though not unduly emphasised, is also
a strong point, contributing to superb coherence
and rhythmic stability with Abdullah Ibrahim's
piano playing during our test programme.
Adding the optional PSX-R power supply
enhances this further, bringing the player up
several notches in all-round confidence and
integrity. The most obvious change is in the
bass, which gains the ground it gave to the Sony
player with some serious weight and power on
tap for the many occasions it's required. In fact,
it's this underpinning that lies at the root of the
all-round improvement that the PSX-R upgrade
produces. As Bugge Wesseltoft's New
Conception Of Jazz album revealed, this
two-box combination delivers a groove that
flows effortlessly and produces images that are
solid and cohesive. Alternatively, Beck's second
outing, Odelay, sounded as spirited and
energetic as the music demands.

The CD8x is a fine player that's distinctly
enhanced by adding the outboard PSX-R. It
may not embody the ultimate expression of CD

replay, and with the further addition of the

DAC X it might sound even better. But at the

price, in its basic form, the CD8x is an

entertaining and highly capable contender.

And with the PSX-R added, it's a real star. HFC
Jason Kennedy

VERDICT - cD8x

SOUND >> 84%
[ [T

FEATURES >> 85%
[ T T T [

BUILD >> 88%

In its basic £800 form, the
CD8x is an enjoyably bold
design. It's strong in terms
of timing, imaging and tonal
resolution and isn’t afraid to
get to grips with the music.

VALUE >> 89%

Adding the £400 PSX-R

| improves imaging, power
and all-round confidence.
The combined price pits it
against some serious rivals,
but it copes with aplomb.

FEATURES >> 85%
| CT T | |

[BUILD >> 88%

VALUE >>89%
EEEECC W
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‘S’ series

definitive audio |

Definitive Audio creates a quality of musical experience that is irresistible. s3e
We achieve this using some of the world's most splendid contraptions and by
employing a value system that places musical considerations above all
others.

Our inventory includes the tantalising KSL Kondo amplifiers from Japan. We
have the M7 Line, M7 Phono, M77 Phono, the Neiro Integrated and of

course the extraordinary Gakuoh. We also have a range of single minded
amplifier designs from, amongst others, Border Patrol, Art Audio and Sugden.
Our Aladdin’s cave of analogue treasures includes 12 choices of moving coil
cartridge, the Kuzma Airline, Triplanar 6, and SME Series V tonearms.
Keeping this company is an enviable selection of turntables including the
Scheu range and the unequivocal SME Model 30 and Kuzma Stabi Reference.

We have the complete range of Living Voice loudspeakers including the
internationally celebrated Avatar OBX-R2.

More importantly we have an attitude and an intent that breathes new life,

interest and fascination into your relationship with music.
Call us for an informal chat or to arrange an appointment.

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale New

Audio Note Japan M7 line pre-amplifier with stepped attenuator volume

control. Fully serviced. Rare affordable opportunity to visit the Kondo planet. £4000
Meridian 508 - 24 bit CD player with luxurious desktop remote control £1200 £2500
Clearaudio TQI tonearm massive acrylic linear tracking device - unusual

opportunity - spotless and as new - no box £2000 £3860
Merlin Music Sy VSM/M lot . Obscure here, popular there -

unusual US design with cult following - includes BAM bass module £2500 $9000
Living Voice Avatar ii - cherry - 12 months old, nearly spotless - lovely finish £2000 £2700
Aloia PST 11.01i Hi-end 2 box pre-amp - slick and stylish Italian. 12 months

old - boxed - perfect £1500 £2800
Pro Ac Studio 200 - yew - nice - vgc £800 £2150
Pro Ac Supertower - big bruiser - black. At least 10 years old, very loved and

dog-eared. Great sounding den/party speaker - good working order £300

Lyra Titan mono - cartridge with kudos in a hairshirt stylie - 40 hours £1900 £2795
Dynavector 507 tonearm - strange device seeks strange owner £1500 £3000
Art Audio PX25 - 5 watt stereo power amp - big with Lowther fans £2500 £4500
Quad 989 Electrostatics - 2 pairs - black - big - boxed - perfect £2900 £4500
Tom Evans Groove plus - phone stage with external Lithos PSU £2500 £3500
Tom Evans Vibe Pulse - line stage with external Lithos PSU £3200 £4800
Tom Evans Micro Groove Plus - moving magnet £500 £800
Tom Evans micro Groove - moving magnet £300 £400
Tom Evans micro Groove - moving coil [1K] £300 £400
Sugden Masterclass Stereo AA power-amp with matching pre - beefy class A

solid state - ex-dem - boxed - light use £3750 £5600
Revolver R33 bookshelf speakers - new - boxed £300 £600
Naim 42.5 plus Hi-Cap plus 135 monos - 19 year old job lot - including rabbit

droppings - giveaway £1000
Roksann Xerxes Cognoscenti turntable - SME cutout - firewood £100

Linn Isobarik - dinosaur design at dinosaur price £250

CR Developments Romulus line integrated - as new but hums - giveaway £300

Quad FM4 tuner - no comment £90

ATC SCM?7 - cute mini-monitors on saucy bright finish Partington stands £450 £700
Eastern Electric Mini-Max - super cute line pre-amp with valve rectification

and hard wiring. New and boxed £500 £800
Epos ES30 loudspeaker - substantial floorstander - some marks - giveaway £650

Cardas Neutral Reference 2.5m speaker cable with spade term - new £500 £775
Cardas Neutral Reference 1m interconnect - new £300 £500

LIVING VOICE

Don't be contained, be entertained

Prepare for deeper, wider, higher

Auditorium Avatar Let the technology work, hear the music
Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice Reset your definition of exceptional
Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice Experience sound without limits

"The Avatar is a near perfect balance of size, bandwidth, En-loy the Spendor magic
efficiency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small
Jootprint deliver a genuine 94db sensitivity, and excel
when it comes to delivering the scale, vibrance and colour
of the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cut
straight to the heart of a performance, unlocking the music
trapped in the recording, whilst its refinement makes it
equally at home with both basic and surprisingly expensive

amplification.” Spendor Audio Systems Ltd
Tel +44 (0)1323 843474
Fax +44 (0)1323 442254

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD info@spendoraudio.com S endor
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666 www.spendoraudio.com p

internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
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Pioneer breaks the DVD-Audio/SACD price barrier with its new £150 ‘universal’ DVD player

HI-Fl

magazine

PRODUCT Pioneer DV-575A

TYPE Universal disc player

PRICE £150

CONTACT @ 01753 789500 € www.pioneer.co.uk

VD-Audio and SACD have both had a

tough time of late. There's next to no

software support in the UK stores and,
far from being the next big thing in music
replay, the two formats have been largely
sidelined in the mass market arena with
hardware companies pushing the formats up
the price range. Pioneer, however, is an
exception, as the company continues to push
mass appeal of DVD-Audio and SACD in the
shape of its £150 DV-575A universal player.

There's a significant gulf between the price of
this and the next cheapest universal player, yet
in specification terms, the DV-575A seems to
almost have it all, with multichannel decoding
for DVD-Audio, SACD and any Dolby or DTS
DVD-Video format, as well as a full spread of
bass management options. It also features both
progressive and interlaced video outputs
through phono terminals (a feature that would
have been only fitted to £1,000+ players 18
months ago). It has most of the easy on-screen
menu system on all Pioneer players — the only
omission is the instant set-up option, so you
have to work a little harder to install this player
in order to keep the price this ridiculously low.
Everything may essentially be on a single chip,

but it's a brilliantly specified chip. The on-board
DAC delivers 24-bit/192kHz sound and the
video DAC is a 108MHz, 12-bit affair, both of
which wouldn't look out of place on a much
more expensive player. There's also the provision

for DivX replay — not big in the UK yet, but in
parts of Europe, people are demanding that
they should be able to play downloaded DivX
movies on their CD-R discs, despite the
not-quite-DVD picture quality of DivX.

SOUND AND PICTURE QUALITY
The DV-575A delivers good DVD-Audio and fair
SACD and CD replay. That said, don't expect
miracles, especially sonic ones. The ‘wow' factor
of this player is that it can do all this for the
money, rather than outright performance with
individual formats. CD quality in particular is
flat and lacking the sort of insight that a decent
dedicated player will provide. DVD-A fares much
better, with more extended frequency response
and a solidity that snaps the sound into sharper
focus. Between these poles, SACD comes out
closer to DVD-A than CD, with good clarity and
extension, but less excitement than DVD-Audio.
The overall tonal balance is decent regardless
of disc format, although it does fall short when
it comes to soundstaging on CD. It presents a
two-dimensional image that extends beyond the
far edges of the speakers, but has little in the
way of image depth and no great stereo
separation, blurring the instruments into a bolus
of sound between the speakers. Multichannel
fares better, but even so, the sounds seldom
break free of the speaker enclosures — then
again, you'll have to pay a fair bit more to get a
big improvement, and hundreds more to get it
from a player that plays both DVD-A and SACD.
Video quality is on a par with the sound. It
delivers good, colourful pictures, but without the
filmic image depth and layering of more costly
players. However, unless you're using a projector,
chances are you'll never notice the difference.

This seems like a limitation too far, but the
fact remains that the sheer low price of the
DV-575A holds all the aces. It allows the user to
experiment with multichannel music at an
almost disposable price; if the experiment fails,
it hasn't cost a fortune. Just don't chuck out
your CD player yet. HFC

Alan Sircom

VERDICT

70%
T 1 1)
SUB RATINGS
CD 57% SACD 73% DVD-A 79%

polycarbonate disc to a decent
standard, at a very low price.
As a catch-all music/movie
solution it offers an amazing
amount for the money.

VISION >> 76%
mEEE |

FEATURES >> 90%
EmEE

Keeping those costs low but
the format count high means
the performance (especially
on (D) is compromised in
ultimate terms.

VALUE >> 96%
EEEEEE

CONCLUSION

You get what you pay for, but for £150 who's complaining! An
ideal universal toe in the water for those who want to try
multichannel music without spending a fortune; if you like it,
there’s better... but for more money.

HITCHZGE >> 85%
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BLACKPOOL:
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BOLTON:

*0% Finance*
* Part Exchange Welcome

*3 Year Warranty

*Subject to Status
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The North’s Leading Independant Group
of Hi-Fi and Home Entertainment SUGDEN
Stores.
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Anthony Ga

Instead he designs beautifully different loudspeakers

0 doesn't make ordinary speakers...

He doesn’t build conventional ‘boxy’ rectangular speakers
either, preferring to design his crearions around spheres -
thus eliminating internal resonance and external diffraction

the two main causes of loudspeaker distortion

ANTHONY GALLO
e v bty

Quite simply - Anthony Gallo produces the world’s finest .-
0 0

‘small’ speaker systems

OUBSPERKERS RNO FINDG YOUR NERREST DEALER CALL 8870 358 1348 OR VISIT WU . ANTHONYGARLLD. (0. UK

350

enquiries@anthonygallo.co.uk

Gallo loudspeakers are available in a variety of colours and

finishes to complement any room, from striking polished

stainless steel to vibrant canary yellow

Above all, Anthony Gallo speakers bring exceptional

expansive sound to livin s large and smoll

Whether your interest is Stereo, Home Cinema or Multi

800 Room use, why not visit an approved Anthony Gallo dealer
and discover why black speaker boxes are yesterday’s news.

With a ten inch long throw bass woofer, twin four inch carbon fibre midrange drivers and our highly
acclaimed CDT™ tweeter, the new Reference 3 from Anthony Gallo Acoustics is anything but conventional
To locate your nearest Gallo specialist call 0870 350 1348 or visit www.anthonygallo.co.uk

& AMTHIMY GALLO
ACOUSTICS

Audio

Visual

IMusIC
with Ba"S

“its ability to present a coherent stereo picture
without filling the room with huge speakers
is deeply impressive” Gramophone

Nucleus Micro: A 4" diameter, all metal sp! lable in a choice of nine colours and finishes
Capable of producing a quality and quantity of sound that defies its modest physical dimensions

To locate your nearest Gallo specialist call 0870 350 1348 or visit www.anthonygallo.co.uk

2 ANTHONY GALLO
.A cousTI1CS

Visual Audio




Our test results are the most

We employ the most experienced

the most thorough techniques to ensui

are the ones you can trust. All the equij

most highly is contained within these

and vinyl to the latest multichannel d:sc pli
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance

and vision, these components will take you a step
closer to reality. .

How to use this guide

The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bibleis the best way to
make a shortlist of components for your system. Pnck
the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist

outlets where you can audition these components .

with your favourite discs.

Products that score more than 80 per cent overall -

are automatically featured in the Hi-Fi Choice
Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor’s Choice
Badges awarded are also displayed.

CHOICE
YER'S BIBLE




BUYER'S BIBLE

. Despite the emergence of
‘ — | new formats and the
resurgence of an old one
(vinyl), CD is still the king of
formats if you require breadth of
choice. And despite the fact that
other sources will play CDs, if you
want to hear your discs at their
best there's little substitute for a
dedicated CD player.

It's also the most enduring
format on the market. Despite
high-resolution contenders like
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing
has been able to undermine this
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a
stream of 1s and Os off a disc that
spins at a constantly changing
speed (to counteract the
increasing length of 'groove’). This
bitstream is then digitally
filtered before undergoing digital-
to-analogue conversion in the
DAC (D-to-A convertor).
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

N

|

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has
the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six
channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are
usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be
able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability
without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and
| even DVD-Audio - these are listed in our DVD section.

CD PLAYERS

Audio disc players for music only

again before being amplified and
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc
and converting the data are
sometimes split between a CD
transport and separate DAC in so-
called two-box players. A popular
approach with very high-end kit,
this separates the electronically
noisy elements from the sensitive
analogue stages, but can
introduce timing errors known as
jitter, therefore one-box players
usually offer best results where
budget is a consideration.

‘SUPERAUDIOCD

0&A

WHAT’'SADAC?

A DAC ordigital-to-analogue convertor is a
fundamental part of any CD player and converts
the digits read from the disc into an analogue
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which
creates radio frequency 'noise’. Separating the
DAC means the conversion can be done with less
interference.

CAN 1 USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output — and most do.

DO | NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific
cables with 750hms impedance are useful when
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling
frequency by a whole number, usually between four
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion.
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer

to large changes in sampling rate such as from
44.1kHz to 192kHz.

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON ANORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids,
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.

CANIPLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

Marantz CD7300 £350

90 HI-FI CHOICE | december 2004

The latest in a long line of highly successful sub-£500 CD players from Marantz is an
absolute beauty. Engaging and sonically refined, there’s little to touch it at the price.

HI-FICHOICE
magazine

Naim CD5i £825

If you're looking for sub-£1,000 CD player, park your ears here. Naim’s entry level beauty
combines the brand’s tradionalrhythm and timing with considerable poise and panache.
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CD PLAYERS

= S ® &
8832 z3Z g
28|22 |s E|2 B s
Audio-only CD and SACD players HEE 8 2z g &
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UP 10 £1,000
[E]  Arcam DiVA CD73T 400 Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic — a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems 247
(=] Arcam DiVA CD192 850 Contemporary below the lid upsampling player with articulate, if slightly understated sound quality 260
[E] Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 250 This elegant little player can hold its own in very elevated company — a budget system will barely do it justice 249
Heart CD6000 OSE LE 750 Valved-up Marantz makes an entertaining and colourful player that will inspire you to listen longer 245
Marantz CD5400 OSE 200 Nicely thought out player with useful features and good sound, though some mechanical noise 256
[e] Marantz CD7300 350 Astonishingly capable sub-£500 player with effortless bass, detailed mid and treble and vast soundstages 250
[ee] Musical Fidelity X-RayV3 900 Think of this as an A3.2 CD player in a smaller, cheaper box. Great, earthy CD sound for the money 255
[E] Naim CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CDSi is the definitive player at the price 259
] Roksan Kandy MKIID 650 Clean, tidy and expressive player —a more than worthwhile improvement on previous versions 259
Rotel RCD-02 375 Against some strong competition in the same price area, this Rotel generally holds up well 231
Sony SCD-XES97 150 Excellent as a budget SACD player, but rivals beat it with CD 260
[] Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A revised and refined version of the SCD-XA333ES that provides an almost holographic sound 248
[E] Audio Analogue Maestro 1,650 The new Maestro 192/24 delivers a sound that's slightly rosy yet always musical and thoroughly enjoyable 257
Audionet ART V2 2,300 Builttolast forever, this CD has a dark natural sound with excellent bass and would be cheap at twice the price! 231
Ayre CX-7 CD Player 2,950 Superbly built and natural sounding player that will win you over with its range of capabilities and transparency 251
BAT VK-D5SE CD Player 5,495 Superb valve CD player that is smooth and refined but with real guts that doesn't conform to valve stereotypes 251
Exposure 3010 1,195 What this player lacks in immediacy and punch is offset by its sparkling sense of occasion and musical tension 246
Exposure XXII 1,395 Natural sounding player, great with voices and acoustic instruments and makes for engaging listening 238
Hegel CDP2A 1,500 A technically proficient and masterly-sounding player built by people who clearly know what they are doing 252
Krell SACD Standard 4,244 Alandmark SCD player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price 251
Meridian GO7 1,595 Immaculately conceived and executed player with a softly-spoken voice. Needs careful system matching 259
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 4,000 Limited edition stereo-only SACD/CD player that is simply the best player MF has ever made 237
Naim CDX2 2,700 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply 238
QOrelle CD100evo2 1,299 Relaxed, but strong on refinement and detail. An intelligent choice, particularly strong with acoustic music 259
[£] Primare D30.2 1,500 Superb high-resolution player gives a strong taste of musical structure and physicality 226
Quad 99 CD-P 1,000 Good but not outstanding player that also doubles as a preamp, with digital inputs and volume controls 259
[] Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 3D performance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source 244
Roksan Caspian M Series 1,100 An enjoyably dynamic-sounding player featuring a positively unique choice of digital components 252
Sony SCD-XA9000ES 2,400 State-of-the-art CD and SACD player with full SACD bass management and i.Link-encrypted digital output 253
Wadia 302 3,999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits 253
Wadia 861se 9,999 Stunning player with a full digital preamp and an all-revealing sound that'll keep you up all night 256

IEZSXT3W SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewnitable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs

CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

Audio Analogue Maestro 192,24 £1,650

A beautifully crafted CD player that brings many traditional ‘analogue’ qualities to digital This player is king of subtlety. Outwardly, the music sounds dynamic and well-scaled, but
replay. If you want your CDs to sound natural, detailed and dynamic, thisisa fine buy. it’s the level of inner detail resolved here that s truly outstanding.

BUYER'S BIBLE

BEST BUY

\HIFICHDICE
magazine

HI-FICHOICE
magazine
*.

Resolution Audio Opus 21 £2,850
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DVD PLAYERS

Disc players for audio and video

DVD has proved a phenomenal

success in commercial terms and has

virtually extinguished the market for
budget CD players - you can't really beat a
multiformat player when it comes to
features. Early DVD players were not
particularly good CD spinners because of
the enormous amount of RF interference
produced by video circuits, but as this
problem has been identified manufacturers
have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most
DVD players are competent CD players and
a few are very good — often as not they are
the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well.

The great advantage of DVD is that it

offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature
length movie or music concert and discrete
multichannel sound on a disc the size of a
CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs,
the audio is encoded in either the Dolby
Digital or DTS format, both of which use
"lossy’ compression to fit the audio onto the
disc alongside the video data. You can use

'i DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that
| offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital
tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs
can be played on any DVD player, but the
CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only
be appreciated with a DVD-A player.
While offering similar benefits to SACD, it
has the advantage of on-screen display for
T information - lyrics, images and so on. To save

DVD-AUDIO

a DVD player with your stereo system by
connecting the stereo outputs, though this
won't give the surround sound benefits that
the format specialises in.

you having to decide which format to go for,a |
few brands are bringing out universal players
to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and

DVDVideo - a neat and relatively future proof
route into high-resolution multichannel music.
Higherend models featuring high-bandwidth

compatible digital audio links are now also
appearing, enhancing DVD-A/ SACD sound |
when used with similarly equipped amps.

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs

for CD, DVD-A and SACD,
and the coaxial digital output
for DTS and Dolby Digital
movie soundtracks.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is
component video closely
followed by RGB Scart, which
is clearly superior to S-video
and the basic composite
video option.

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL
AMP TO USEADVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music
and movie soundtracks in
multichannel surround. DVD
players can be used with stereo
amps and just two speakers to
great effect, but you'll only get
stereo, not surround sound.

DO | NEED PROGRESSIVE
SCAN VIDEQ?

It's worthwhile for the very best
picture quality, but make sure
your DVD player and display
device support PAL progressive.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For
stereo and multichannel connections,
use these for best results with DVD-
Audio, SACD and CD.

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:
For Dolby Digital,
DTS and PCM

audio bitstreams.

O covrontnr

qualitatively between the two.

SCART
CONNECTIONS:
These are a good-
quality option for
video, especially
ones that output
RGB.

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red,
green and blue sockets are for component which gives best
results, while the black multipin socket is S-video, which sits
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our favourite [2] BEST BUY [E€] EDITOR'S CHOICE

DVD PLAYERS

2lgmg &
AEIEIEIE IR
Audio/Video disc players 22 e g £
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS BB S S & B
UP T0 £1,000
[&] Arcam DiVA DV78 700  Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound performance for the money 254
Cambridge Audio Azur 540D 200  Very respectable and well presented DVD-Audio player at a knockdown price 257
(] Denon DVD-3910 900  Exceptionally well-specified universal player with a performance to match. A true class-leader 260
Marantz DV6400 400  Good starter universal player with decent CD replay quality, but slightly disappointing SACD performance 254
[z Pioneer DV-668AV 600 ' HDMI-equipped universal player without i.Link audio output, but still absurdly well equipped and highly capable for the price 252
[e] Pioneer DV-868AVi 1,000  State of the art universal player with next-gen digital outputs — HDMI for video and i.Link for high-resolution audio 252
Primare V25 1,000 Bold pictures on screen are matched to easy, likeable sound quality and a huge range of outputs 237
ABOVE £1,000
Arcam DiVA DV89 1,300 No SACD playback, but CD sounds strong, DVD-Audio is highly engaging and video performance is excellent too e 248
Cyrus DVD8 1,200  An impressive step up from the DVD7+, which includes component video outputs 238
Denon DVD-A11 1,700 Refinement and clarity are hallmarks of this player, which is also as close to being future-proof as they come 250
Denon DVD-A1 2,500 A convincing case for the DVD-A format, battleship construction combined with sonic and visual finesse 230
Linn Unidisk SC 2,995  Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-fi 259
Marantz DV-1252 2,000 A universal player for audiophiles, with top-notch video playback too. Sonically refined and enjoyably understated 255
Meridian G91 3,000 A DVD-A/V player, preamp/processor and tuner combined — great as a two-channel player, or in a complete Meridian rig 260
Meridian 800 10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs 230
Primare DVD30 2,000 A universal player for audiophiles — no wideband digital outputs but masterful with music and a good picture too 253
Townshend TA 565 Mkl 2,995 If you care more for results than aesthetics it's unbeatable. This is probably the best universal player on the planet b & € 259

Y73 DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.
ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player.

BEST BUY = BEST BUY

Arcam DiVA DV78 £700

Arcam’s entry-level machine combines great video quality with impressive CD sound. New-generation Denon is currently the most complete universal player below £1,000.

BEST BUY

Pioneer DV-868AVi £1,000 Townshend Audio TA 565 Mkll £2,995

Pioneer’s HDMI/i.Link-equipped universal flagship packs an amazing hi-tech punch. This player builds on Pioneer essentials to deliver breathtaking sound across all formats.

AUDIO ANALOGUE

soundpleasure

“Audio Analogue has done it again!”

Primo CD Player & Settanta amplifier
Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice July 2004

For more information on the Audio Analogue Primo range:
UKD Ltd. tel: 01753 652669 info@ukd. www.ukd.co.uk

december 2004 | HI-FI CHOICE 93



BUYER’S BIBLE

VINYL

Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or turntables
| offer the digital revolution

serious competition when it
comes to sound quality. Even a
modest model can turn musical
tricks that most CD players struggle
with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but
in reality it's a lack of digital
hardness that makes the format so
engaging. True, the software
requires a bit more care, but even a
knackered LP is more playable than
a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three,
perhaps four, fundamental parts.
The turntable is the plinth and
platter, usually also containing the
motor and any suspension system.
A tonearm sits on the plinth and
allows the cartridge to trace the
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel
tracking over the record. The
cartridge contains the means of
turning the mechanical movement
of the groove wall into an
electrical signal.

Afourthelementis an amp
dedicated to the delicate job of
amplifying and equalising the
cartridge's insubstantial output.
This is called a phono stage and
can be found in some integrated
amplifiers and preamps, but is
increasingly purchased separately
for use with line-only amps.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE 5
X

Pro-Ject

1 Xpression £210

The latest model from Czech turntable
specialist Pro-Ject is remarkable value for
money - an Ortofon OM10 cartridge and
carbon fibre arm are included in the price.

Rega
P5 £698

94 HI-FI CHOICE | december 2004

Rega’s latestis a non-suspended design
with a highly entertaining sound and a
great sense of musical ‘timing’. The new
RB700 armis included in the price.

There are two types of phono
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) |
and moving coil (MC), and with a
few exceptions the latter
outperforms the former. But MCs
produce a lower output and require
better-quality amplification to be
heard at their best. As a general
rule, MCs offer a broader
bandwidth, greater dynamics and
more detail, but the better moving
magnets do most things well
enough to distract you from your
CD collection.

| the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce.

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model,
but the general principle is to level the platter by
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters,
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In

essence, there are two angles you need to get right:

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record |
if you are looking from above, and the vertical [
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or |

|

lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with |
the record surface. [

|
|

BEST BUY

Roksan
Radius 5 £850

A beautiful mid-price turntable with an
impressively well-sorted sound from low
bass to high treble. Price includes
matching Nima tonearm.

Michell
Orbe SE £2,015

A fine example of the turntable art, the
stripped down SE version of Michell’s

flagship now features a DC motor. Does
justice to the best arms and cartridges.
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our favourite [£] BEST BUY [€€] EDITOR'S CHOICE

TURNTABLES
g2 2|8
Record players 2 % §§ 2 g g
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 3 gen 22| 3
=] Audio Note TT1/ARM1 728  Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high-end performance at an affordable price 33/45 203
(2] Avid Diva 1,100 A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 33/45 247
Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500  Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 229
Avid Acutus 6,000 Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 33/45 194
Clearaudio Emotion 655  An engaging turntable offering plenty of audiophile credibility for the money (price includes arm and cartridge) 33/45 ® | 251
Clearaudio Champion Level 2 1,955  Neutral balance, great looks, but only so-so detail. Benefits greatly from isolation 33/45 ; 223
Clearaudio Master Reference 12,610 Revealing and exciting turntable that revels in the fine details (reviewed with Master TQ-1 arm/Accurate cartridge) 33/45 256
(=] Goldring GR1/RB250 140  The best value ‘Rega’ yet and a new benchmark for budget turntables. Vinyl nirvana on a shoestring 33/45 ® | 252
[=] Michell Gyro SE 1,058  New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 33/45 239
Michell Orbe SE 2.015 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 33/45 235
[ Nottingham Analogue Horizon 529 A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm)  33/45 253
[] Pro-Ject 1 Xpression 210 Well designed and executed budget deck with an entertaining and revealing sound 33/45 248
& Rega P2 198  Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away 33/45 214
Rega P3/RB300 298  Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail 33/45 214
] Rega P5/RB700 698  Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm — a hard act to beat = 33/45 opt 257
[E] Rega P7 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company — a vivid and natural performer 33/45 opt | 257
Rega P9/RB1000 2,498  Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player witﬁ complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1000 tonearm | 33/45 228
[z Roksan Radius 5/Nima 850  Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) = 33/45 248
Roksan TMS2/Artemiz 7,500  Typical Roksan sound, but better: pitch-accurate, lean, detailed and controlled, without the ‘bloat’ of lesser designs = 33/45 246
SME Model 10A 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 195
SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 186
Townshend Rock Anniversary 8,000  If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc. Excalibur arm) 33/45 259
our faVOIII'Ite (] BEST BUY [£2] EDITOR'S CHOICE
PHONO CARTRIDGES :
g 2
MM and MC cartridges 2l g 5
BADGE?  PRODUCT £ COMMENTS < 5 & =
Goldring Elite 250  Aremarkably subtle and persuasive design that should tempt anyone 235
Grado Prestige Black 40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too ® | 214
] Grado Prestige Gold 110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss ® 235
Linn Akiva 1,800  With fine dynamic expression and a wide bandwidth, what you hear sounds very close to master tape 242
Lyra Helikon 1,095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 215
[]  Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 A no-nonsense performer with engaging musical properties — one of the best around for less than £300 192
[]  van den Hul MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light 235
van den Hul Colibri XGP 2,699  Phenomenal resolution, custom building to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vulnerable to damage 244
Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450  With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money 253
our favourite [=] BESTBUY [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE
| SPECIFICATIONS __|
PHONO STAGES elsl |y,
g 2| z|8
Phono stages z z 21g|g
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s F 2 R 3
Musical Fidelity X-LPS¥3 249 Simple, well turned out valve-driven phono stage lacks adjustability, but sounds sweet, open and well-behaved 248
(] NAD PP2 phono stage 50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget — open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money 245
[] Tom Evans Microgroove 400  For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better! 234
Tom Evans The Groove 1,800  Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 201
3| Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498  Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility ® | 234

LTTOTTTTERTJIAY (AR SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt
from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm — some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown.

[TTI T ETETTAE MM Moving magnet cartridge — see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge — see amp and phono stage features to match this type.
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.
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FINE TWO CHANNEL AUDIO SYS5TEMS

Mclintosh 275 valve amplifier
This modern reissue of their classic 1969
amplifier has robust, full bodied sound Ar :
with smooth high frequencies. A healthy "0 power amplifier 200wpc.
75wpc will drive most speakers easily elegant sound from this quality Pathos Logos integrated hybrid
and can be bridged to give a : urer from Germahy; £5375 amplifier A popular amplifier
conservative 15owpc. £2750 . R¢ itput, £5820 genuine ' with great looks and sound. £2750

Sugden Masterclass CD player Dali Helicon 400 loudspea
A sophisticated sound as you would : i
expect from this UK manufacturer.
A very layered soundstage and non
aggressive presentation. £2750

Nottingham Analogue Space Deck
With the new, thicker platter and

upgrade kit it produces an even more
neutral and stable image. £1417

Mcintosh MAsgoo solidst:
integrated amplifier
This solid state amplifier wi

is close to their classic valvi
designs. The very reasonal
output will drive into any
load. An all-in-one solution
high-end sound. £4240

Bel Canto Pre 2 & eVo2 amplifier

A very transparent sound with good
tonal balance and precise imaging.
Although a digital amplifier, the
sound is reminicent of their valve
heritage. Pre 2 £3999. eVo2 £2899.
Also on demonstration, we have
their integrated amplifier eVo2i

at aremarkable £2799

Audio Physic Loudspeakers
We are please to be demonstrating Resolution Audio Opus 21 CD player
the new range from this highly The improved sound with the new
respected manufacturer. Very accurate  drive is astonishing. £2950

imaging and tonal balance with great

styling. Virgo 3 (shown above) £3999,

Tempo £2199, Yara £999.

Conveniently located between Reading and 7 Comet House, Calleva Park, Aldermaston Demonstrations by appointment,
Basingstoke, we are approximately 15 minutes Reading, Berkshire RG7 8JA Mondays to Saturdays 10:00 to 18:00.
drive from either Junction 12 on the M4 or Junction 6 It is advisable to call us before visiting.
: - T 0118 981 9891
on the M3. Free and easy parking, outside the Fie g i K
building. We have a home evaluation scheme for IIog auCIaCansIitants cos Part exchange welcome. Ex-demonstration and
those who might find this method more convenient. www.audioconsultants.co.uk previously owned equipment listed on our website.

AC/HFC/19



RADIO TUNERS

Our favourite -«

FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical resource

that's in danger of being taken for

granted, but whatever your tastes
there's someone out there catering for it. If
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up
to your hi-fi already, you're missing out!

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is said to
be available to 80 per cent of the
population and the long-term plan is to
switch public broadcasting over to digital,
but hardware prices have yet to come down
to a point where this would be acceptable.
Its advantages over FM include hiss-free
reception, the potential for a wider range of
stations and the ability to display
comprehensive programming information.
FM's RDS system means that station name
and occasionally track titles are displayed,
but the range of information is fairly
limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower
cost of hardware and the greater reception

[E€] EDITOR'S CHOICE

area. It can also provide higher sound
quality if reception conditions are
favourable. Absolute sound quality
judgements are muddied by the fact that
you are listening to different forms of
compression and processing at the studio
for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are
more and more radio stations broadcasting
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if
it's variety of programming you're after,
they have a lot to offer.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM
listeners should get a decent external aerial
and connect it with as few junctions and
splits as possible. Every time you split the
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you
halve signal strength! With DAB the same
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See
www.bbc.co.uk/digitalradio for details.

HI-HCHOIGE

y BUYER'S BIBLE

Denon TU260L Il £130
The benchmark forallother budget AM/FM
tuners, with great sound and features.

BEST BUY

Cambridge DAB500 £150

A low-cost DAB radio that gets very close

to much more expensive digital models.
BEST BUY

Creek T50 £499
Athoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner
with a substantial and detailed sound.

N
Magnum Dynalab
MD 90T £1,195
FM tuner with valves - ‘affordable’ for an
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

| SPECIFICATIONS |
TUNERS S
= ERE-BE—
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES s |g| |BZ|28 8
BADGE? | PRODUCT COMMENTS 2 9 828 g 8 &
(2] Creek T50 499 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FMML 128 251
=] Denon TU-260L Il 130 The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever FMML 40 193
Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt 257
Magnum Dynalab MD 102 2,200 Superb remote control analogue FM tuner delivers a superbly transparent sound that makes radio fun FM ) 241
(] NAD (422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity FM,M 30 250
[Z]  NAD S400 600 One of the best around — bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent FM 30 230
[e] Primare T21 600 Identical to NAD S400 and likewise a very fine tuner FM 30 230
E3)| Rega Radio 3 398 Unpretentious unit which does what it claims, very well. Unusually fine FM sound in all areas FMM 20 242
Rotel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free FM,M 30 242
DAB TUNERS
Arcam DiVA DT81 650 A very smart and polished DAB performer DAB 16 221
(] Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 248
Cambridge Azur 640T 200 Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB performance, though FM is never better than decent DABFM 60 260
Pure Digital DRX-701ES 250 An excellent introduction to DAB, fine value, simple to use and feature loaded DAB 99 234
Pure Digital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing DABFMM 99 242
Sony ST-SDB9Y00 200 Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear DAB,FMM 60 259
EZZ5YTa 8 WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M — medium wave, L — long wave, DAB — digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System — station names

and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons
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DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS

CD, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders

MiniDisc
MD's strength is versatility. You can

— record and then re-record many times

over. Editing facilities are second to none —
you can erase mistakes, name tracks and re-
order a disc's contents with a few simple
button pushes, making it ideal for building
compilations. They're pretty robust too.

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/
CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed
compression technology called ATRAC,
which discards part of the data in order to
squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying
from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a
little cold in comparison, lacking a degree
of detail and ambience. But to most people
it still sounds light years ahead of cassette
- clean and hiss-free.

Recordable CD
With recordable CD you have a choice of
two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest,
but you can only record once; and CD-RW
discs are a little more costly, but you can re-
record on them ad infinitum.

Though the latest machines incorporate
some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is
not as flexible as MD. However, sound

our favourite [52] BEST BUY [EG] EDITOR'S CHOICE

quality is higher — if you're recording from a
CD, the best models will give you a copy
that is very close to the original. In terms of
compatibility, most CD players will play
back a CD-R disc, but older models might
have trouble with CD-RW (though you can,
of course, play the disc back on your own
recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW
on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

Hard drive

The latest contender on the digital recording
scene is also the most flexible. Some HDD
(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole
music collections if you use a compression
format such as MP3. HDD recorders are
taking over from multidisc CD changers as
sound servers in multiroom installations,
where their ability to play more than one
piece of music at a time is a great boon. HDD
also offers impressive editing facilities on a
par with MD, and they can also record from
CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed.

At present, sound quality isn't the driving
force behind the format - flexibility and
storage capacity being bigger issues —and a
plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an
HDD recorder in fidelity terms.

HEFICHDICE
‘magazne
- *

»* " -
Philips CDR802 £300
Multidisc recorder that’s slick and capable,
albeit with a slightly flaky build.

BEST BUY

vHI'FICMUICE
- o\ magazme
(6] - (o) N

Marantz DR6000 £400

Qualityin a box - it eschews gimmickry,
but it does a simplejob very well.
B K3 " “gEsT BUY

= vlll-mu
*
Yamaha

CDR-HD1300 £600
Combining hard disk with CD-R makes CD
recording a whole lot more flexible.

|

Imerge
S2000 £1,599

Impressively flexible hard disk music
server for multiroom applications.

- )
50

SPECIFICATIONS
S
S|I3(B| -
g £ o 2
HHE-
CD-R/RW, MD and HDD recorders o 3 § 5 E
Slgldl|l&| &
BADGE? = PRODUCT COMMENTS 5 8 3 a3 5
CD-R/RW RECORDERS
Denon CDR-1000 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 1 218
[] Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 1 233
NAD C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 2 243
[=]  Philips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price = 2 233
=] Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 1 205
[E Pioneer PDR-609 270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 1 243
Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 218
MD RECORDERS
Pioneer MJ-D508 200  Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 1 205
Sony MDS-JE480 130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 1 233
HOD RECORDERS
Imerge S2000 1,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a multi-room installation, this three-output server combines flexibility with good sound 2 80 243
[ Yamaha CDR-HD1300 600 Superb combination of high-speed CD-RW drive and hard disk, adding editing flexibility to CD recording 2 80 243

DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board — twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only.
OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC.
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evenoaks Sound & Vision
locks a wide range of Hi-Fi separates, DVD
#ayers, amplifiers, speakers, plasma screens,
LCD televisions and projection systems from
all the leading manufacturers.

From starter systems to custom designed multi-room and
home cinema installations, our friendly staff are available in
all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you through the
home entertainment jungle. If you're interested in home
entertainment and want to avoid the confusion, contact your
" local Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store and experience more.

0% interest free option” is available on most products.

AWritten details on request. Licensed credit brokers.
Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.

lllllll /“ﬂ

5@

CUSTOM
INSTALLATION

Modern home entertainment
doesn’t have to be intrusive.

A carefully considered installation
of home cinema with distributed
audio and video and easy lighting
control can give you all the sound
and vision performance you could
ever dream of - enhancing your

- lifestyle and your home.

Our installation experts are fully
trained to the highest standards and
will continue to support you and your
equipment long after your first visit to
one of our nationwide stores

Our custom install services range
from the most simple, affordable
solutions to the most grandiose.

We can help transform every room
and every home, whatever your ;
needs and budget.

Want to know more?
Why not pay us a visit and pick
up a copy of our FREE Custom g

stallation give you all the sound you can handle,
In: I but won't eat into your floor space or
2 Guide,

clash with your decor
available

now, from
your local
-\ store.

Enjoy the freedom to listen to the music [§
of your choice or watch TV independently
from other rooms in the home

DENON DVD-3910
UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER

Replacing 2003’s all conquering DVD-2900, the new
Denon DVD-3910 moves Denon further ahead with a
massive performance and feature upgrade.

Using leading edge audio and video technology and
heavyweight construction, this Universal player promises
to deliver the highest quality picture and sound quality
from your entire disc collection.

Handling both DVD-Audio and SACD, the ‘3910 will also
play MP3, WMA, JPEG and Photo CD plus all varieties of
DVD/CD -R and +R. It includes every digital and
analogue audio/video output: HDMI, DVI, FireWire,
Component, Composite and S-Video.

NEW
EALING
STORE

The long-awaited store in
Ealing is now open.

Part of a newly developed

parade in the heart of town

close to Ealing Broadway tube

and on the fringe of the Ealing

Broadway Shopping Centre, the store offers an
unrivalled experience to shoppers searching for the best
in audio and video equipment.

24 THE GREEN
EALING

0208 579 8777

OPEN
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10:00-6:00
SUNDAY 12:00-4:00

www.sevenoakssoundandvisic

BRIGHTON
BRISTOL

CROYDON
EALING (NEW)
EDINBURGH

EPSOM
EXETER

GLASGOW
GUILDFORD

HOLBORN

HULL
IPSWICH
KINGSTON
LEICESTER
LEEDS
LINCOLN
MAIDSTONE
MANCHESTER
NEWCASTLE

NORWICH

NOTTINGHAM
OXFORD
PETERBOROUGH
PLYMOUTH
POOLE
PRESTON
READING
SEVENOAKS
SHEFFIELD
SOLIHULL
SOUTHAMPTON
SOUTHGATE
STAINES
SWINDON (OPENING SOON)
SWISS COTTAGE
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

WATFORD

WEYBRIDGE
WITHAM (ESSEX)
WOLVERHAMPTON
PLEASE SEE PAGE 7

FOR ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE
NUMBER DETAILS
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- B A porfoct Roksan Caspian
combination of £1099.95
4 ~ early Arcam
refinement and 4 £999.95
! ubtlety, combined Arcam DiVA “A real class-contender, the
I¥  with new-found £849.95 new M Series-1 is a canny
vitality and s piece of kit and well worth the
freshness.” owa cois2 £849.95 MONEY.” M SERIES-1 CD PLAYER »
“A fine piece of equipment.” _ T—) & &
s T ©

M SERIES-1 AMPLIFIER

~ EZXEn
-4 TR kAKK |
\\

-

FREE GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £90
WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMP AND CD TOGETHER FROM ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN*

NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

‘.‘-. T Pro-ject
Q> Y Y-8 E
@‘z ’ Lovanlll (Black) £129.95

(Colours) £144.95

“Building on the Award-winning design

of its predecessors, the new Pro-ject
Debut Il delivers a thrillingly good sound
for the money... Products like this should
really reinvigorate your interest in hi-fi.”

Cyrus
8vs Amplifier £799.
CD8 X CD Player £

Cyrus has been . L. . = =
developing high “Here's a machine & z _ O 006
performance hi-fi -t.hatatfivances the ' (@) 5o e @ 1,
ability of its excellent o 1
predecessor by an |
almost absurd degree. |
The Cyrus 8vs is an
absolute superstar”

systems for over 20 -
years. Today their
upgradeable, modular
product range includes
multi-room systems,
home cinema and some wharwprz Ot

of the world’s finest hi-fi ‘

systems. The new VS’

“This is a remarkable player for the money, with
superb sound, looks and feel, which give you no
clue as to the budget price... A very solid buy -
and a lot of fun.”

"%m.y“’

£1049.95

“The Gyrodec SE sounds great, combining the best
sonic characteristics of rivals... Quite simply, the
Michell Gyrodec SE is terrific. Nothing compares at

preamp circuitry, “The added X’ e S d
incorporated in the 6vs factor brings a level this price point - it's well deserving another Best Buy.
and 8vs amplifiers, has of CD playback
dramatically improved previously unheard TOWARDS THE GOLDRING
their performance while at this price” cosx CARTRIDGE OF YOUR CHOICE*
the CD8 X is a heavily whaTmE? Moy
revised version of £ CALL
o . “The Sony ST-SDBYOO t b
e Sony ST- 900 is a grea —
Pure Digital
tuner for the money, and is TR TNk g
definitely capable of giving our —
current Award-winner, the excellent £279.95
DRX-702ES, a run for its maney.” J “So do you buy a digital tuner? Or an analogue
= one? Now you don't have to pick: just buy
2 108 ooe i Pure Digital's DRX-702ES! Whether on FM or
I PIOdUCt l‘m v!:i;;:::: s DAB, this tuner sounds superb... The
=g 2008 el e overall balance is powerful,
Cyrus 6vs Amplifier £599.95 P o o

“A significant upgrade to what was wharmez 0! =
already an impressive amp - Cyrus’ ® @ - ®

=3 PRI2®  Cleanand crisp, making this a
e e ® ® @ C fine tuner by any standards,

and a superb buy given its

K " e excellent ﬂex‘bw

new entry-level integrated is a peach”




KEF Q4
Speakers £399.95

The Q4 is one of the latest
additions to KEF's acclaimed Q
Series. At the heart of this
floorstander lies the Uni-Q driver
array - a 130mm die-cast
chassis housing a long throw
cone and coincident mounted
19mm aluminium dome HF unit.
This driver arrangement makes

the speaker much easier to
place in the room and alleviates
the ‘sweet spot’ found on
‘ordinary’ speakers. This has
been combined with a
dedicated 130mm LF unit for
extended bass output which
belies the size of its

diminutive cabinet.

OVER £299*

SPEAKER CABLE

WITH ALL HI-FI
SPEAKER PAIRS

£60  with speaxers over £299
£80  wirh speakers over £499
£120 win speakers over £999

]
e

Musical Fidelity
£599.95
£799.95
£899.95

The 40 wpc, X-80 and the 80wpc X-150 amplifiers
are part of Musical Fidelity’s revamped X-Series. Both
models feature a dual-gang analogue volume control
and high-output transistors for each channel. The X-

150 alsoincludes a high quality phono stage.

The X-Ray** CD player,
replacement for the legendary
X-Ray, uses the same DAC
and upsampling principles as
the acclaimed Tri-Vista

SACD player.

DM602 S3 Speakers £299.95

“These solidly made standmounters perform
well across the whole range of musical styles...
Add these speakers to your hi-fi system and
you’re guaranteed magnificent integration
between the drivers and an even tonal balance.”

Roksan Kandy

KD1/1ll CD Player £649.95
KA1/1Il Amplifier £649.95

“The overall balance of the speakers is their finest
characteristic. Thanks to near-perfect driver integration,
music sounds wonderfully natural and transparent... This
is a bar-raising effort from Wharfedale: these are
ridiculously good speakers at the budget price level.”

“Timing and rhythm are excellent. DJ Shadow
is delivered with clarity and a tight bass, while
at the other extreme the treble is sweet and
detailed, getting the most from Wagner's Ride

of the Valkyries. The result is a breathtaking

Best Buy amplifier that betters its competition BesztooBgy FEN
With ease.” KANDY KA1/ill AMPLIFIER - AWARDS 2003 s

“The Kandy KD1/lll CD player offers a great array of talents - team it with its amp stablemate and you

have something close to the ideal visual and sonic combination.”

wharmE? O
* %k Kk k

GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £90 WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMP AND CD TOGETHER FROM ONE
OF THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN™ NoT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

~— PRICING POLICY

We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive.

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at

a lower price, please bring it to our store managers’ attention.

Y/ FINANCE OPTION*
| /() Spread the cost of buying.
J 0% finance option is available on the vast majority of products we stock.

*Written details on request. Licensed credit brokers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING.
*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 17/11/04, E&OE.
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The 704 speakers
are part of B&W's
new 700 series.
These floorstanding,
two-and-a-half-
way, vented box
speakers and are
available in a
variety of attractive
finishes. In a recent
What Hi-Fi? Sound
and Vision group
test the 704 offered
“Remarkable
openness and
clarity that is
unrivalled at

this price.”

Acoustic Energy

Speakers £749.95

“Acoustic Energy’s new
Aclite Threes weigh in at a
hefty 18kg a piece, and their
curved, real wood finished
cabents both look handsome
and make good acoustic
sense... So how do they
perform... Give them a big
room and position them in
free space and they'll deliver
great things... If you want a
big sound for sensible
money, don’t hesitate to
audition the Aelite Threes.”

I
L
LB 0. 0. 8 ¢

Rotel 1 5
RA-1062 Amplifier £594.95
RCD-1072 CD Player £594.95

“At the heart of the 60-watt RA-1062 is a toroidal
transformer and a power supply, which Rotel claims,
helps the amp maintain performance even at high
volumes... Crank up the volume and, as promised, the
Rotel keeps its composure and balance... If you want a
£600 integrated, be sure to audition the RA-1062.

First impressions of the RCD-1072 are excellent. This is
the slickest machine in this group: the casework feels
solid and the finish exceptional at the price... On its own
terms it remains an enjoyable and informative CD player.”
WHAT HixFI? SOUND AND VISION » SEPTEMBER 2003

CD RECORDERS

- - -
Yamaha CDR-HD1300/1I £ CALL
New replacement for the Award-winning CDR-HD1300.
Now includes a larger hard-disk for extra storage.

Pioneer PDR
£169.95

is is
the third time Pioneer has won
Product of the Year in the recorders section.

Features include 24-bit/96kHz digital-analogue-
conversion plus manual recording level controls, ideal
when making compilations to standardise levels. Al this
means you get great copies from the Pioneer... and
remarkable value.”

Best

e,

Monitor Audio
Bronze B2 Speakers £199.95

“Monitor Audio’s Bronze B2s sound much more
expensive than their £200 price tag would suggest.
In fact, they sound superb... In the competitive

world of budget hi-fi, speakers don't get much

\ better than the B2s.” J

Mission

£329.95

“The original m34s
impressed us with their
easy-going bass, but
had an undynamic and
uninvolving balance. Not
the m34is: they're
refined and enjoyable...
You'll be hard pressed to
find a better balance of
talents anywhere else for
this amount of money.”

WHATHIFI?  Oct

* % %k Kk

Mission

£139.95

“Overall, the little m31i
speakers are great, and
the team at Mission
should consider this upgrade job well
done. The /" in the model name stands
for ‘improved’ and these speakers fully ———
deserve the suffix.”

; .-
f

Linn Classik
Music System £799.95

When purchased with speakers over £299*
When purchased on its own £849.95

“The Classik sounds simply marvellous... It offers the
performance you'd expect from high quality separates
in one lovely package - this is a very superior product.”

Best Buy £1000 pius

Denon DM31
UD-M31 CD Receiver £189.95

When purchased with speakers over £99*
When purchased on its own £199.95

“The D-M30 was exemplary, as its three What Hi-Fi?
Sound and Vision Awards clearly show. The D-M31
is even better, making it phenomenal value for money.”

Q- DENON DM31 & LINN CLASSIK PRICES EXCLUDE SPEAKEy

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING.
*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 17/11/04, E&OE.




experience more

WIRELESS
NETWORKING

You've heard of hi-fi — now

M U SIC welcome to the world of wi-fil
ALL Wi-fi devices allow you to
AR O U N D network a range of devices

together — from your music

TH E system to your PC — without
HO M E the wires. For example, a

multiroom server like Yamaha's
MusicCAST can wirelessly
send music to up to five ‘client’
playback systems dotted
around your home. That music
could be stored on the
MusicCAST server device or
other sources — existing hi-fi kit,
maybe, or an interet radio
station or MP3 files from your
PC: plug-in adapters make it
easy to wi-fi-enable products.

-— YAMAHA'S MusicCAST

MCX-1000 DIGITAL SERVER Ea
= & MCX-A10 CLIENT

"‘\( MusicCAST
B WY

MCX-A10 CLIENT
& MCX-SP10 SPEAKERS

YAMAHA MusicCAST

MCXA10 ..............£599.95

(MusicCAST Client)

MCX 1000.... £1799.95

(MusicCAST Server)

MCX-SP10 ... £99.95

(MusicCAST Speakers)
CYRUSLINK

Linkserver 160 ......£2999.95
(Four Zone HD Server 160Gb Drive)

Linkserver 250 ......£3499.95
(Four Zone HD Server 250Gb Drive)

Linkport...............£649.95
~ Linkwand................£199.95

Curuslink
@ AVAILABLE AT SELECTED

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION STORES

SUGGESTED
Hi-Fl
SEPARATE
SYSTEMS

Sevenoaks has carefully chosen three

hi-fi separate systems. All components
have been selected for their performance,
reliability and compatibility.

These systems represent superb value for
money with massive savings on the
individual component prices.

Simply add speaker and interconnect
cables and other accessories from our
extensive range available in-store.

RCD-02 CD Player
RA-02 Amplifier

Bronze B2 Speakers

£199.05

PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS

YSTEM NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTIOI

Arcam
CD73T CD Player
AB5 Plus Amplifier

KEF
Q4 Speakers

£999.95 SAVE £1 49

PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS

HI-FI SYSTEM 2 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

Roksan
Kandy KD1/IIl CD Player
Kandy KA1/l Amplifier

| Monitor Audio
Silver S6 Speakers

1889 " ke

PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES
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Musical Fidelity A3.2 £979.95 Yamaha DVD-S550 . . . . £ CALL £ CALL REL Stampede (Black) £100 QED CABLE* £549.95
Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre £999.95 Yamaha DVD-S1500 £ CALL £ CALL REL Strata 5 (Brittex Black) £100 QED CABLE* £699.95
Musical Fidelity A3.2 Power . £999.95 Wharfedale Diamond SW150 £249.95
Musical Fidelity A308 . £199095  DVD RECORDERS
Quad 99 Power £549.95  \ie g MODEL ... necionz mumreson  PLASMA
Roksan Kandy KAT MKII . £649.85  panaconic DVR-E55 DVD-RAM .. € CALL £CALL  Fujitsu PA2HHA30 42" £ CALL
Roksan Caspian M ... . . £999.95  panasonic DMR-EG5 DVD-RAM .. £ CALL §CALL  Fujitsu PSOXHA30 50" . . . £ CALL
Rotel RA-01 - £249.95  papasonic DIVR-E75 DVD-RAM . € CALL €CALL  Hitachi 32PD5200 32" . .. £ CALL
Rotel RA-02 - £349.95  panasonic DVIR-E85 DVD-RAM . £ CALL €CALL  Hitachi 42PD5200 42" .. .. ... £ CALL
Rotel RA-1062 £594.95  panasonic DMR-E95 DVD-RAM .. € CALL £CALL  Hitachi 42PMASO00E 42" £ CALL
Panasonic DVR-£100 DVD-RAM . £ CALL ECALL  Hitachi 55PMASS0TE 55" £ CALL
SPEAKERS Pioneer DVR3100S DVD-RAW . . . £ CALL €CALL  Panasonic THA2PW/B 42' . £CALL
Acoustic Energy Aegis Fvo Ore £130.95  Pioneer DVR5100HS DVD-R/RW . . € CALL €CALL  Panasonic TH37PE30B 37" £ CALL
Acoustic Energy Acqis Evo Three . £259.95  Pioneer DVR-520H HDD/DVD-RW . € CALL €CALL  Panasonic THA2PES0B 42" £ CALL
Acoustic Energy Aclite Two £449.95  Pioneer DVR-720H HOD/DVD-RW . £ CALL £CALL  Pioneer PDPA34HDE 43" £ CALL
Acoustic Energy Aclte Three £749.95  Pioneer DVR-920H HDD/DVD-RW . € CALL £CALL  Pioneer PDPA3SXDE 43" £ CALL
Acoustic Energy AE1 MKII (From) . £1699.95  Sony RDR-HXO00 DVD-RW/-AW . . £ CALL £CALL  Pioneer PDPA3SFDE-TE 43" _£CALL
B&W DV601 S3 | £240.95 Pioneer PDP435FDE-WE 43" £CALL
B&W DM602 S3 £299.95 Pioneer PDPS04HDE 50" . £CAL
B&W 704 . £1399.95 Pioneer PDPS05XDE 50" . ECAL
An outstanding selection of products are B&W 705 £899.95 Pioneer PDP505HDE 50° £CALL
on display and available for demonstration KEF Q1 £249.95 Arcam AVR200 A/V Receiver £799.95 Sony KDE-P37XS1 37" £ CALL
atall Sevenoa: SoUhdl& Viiion tore- KEF 04 £390.95  Arcam AVR250 AN Receiver . £999.95  Toshiba 42WP36P 42 £ CALL
KEF XQ1 £749.95  Arcam AVR300 AV Receiver £1299.95  Yamaha PDM4210 42' £ CALL
Linn Katan £649.95 Arcam AV8/P7 AN Pre/Processor/Power . £5749.95
Mission m31i . £139.95  Cyrus AV8 AV Processor g1009905 | CD TV
Mission m34i . £329.95 Denon AVC-A1SRA AV Amplifier £ CALL Hitachi 28LD5200 28" £ CALL
Mission 780SE . £349.95 Denon AVC-A1SR AV Amplifier £ CALL Panasonic TX22LX2 22’ £ CALL
————— ¢ Mission /3250 £899.95 Denon AVR1705 AV Receiver £ CALL Panasonic TX26LXD1 26" §CALL
TURNTABLES Monitor Audio Bronze B2 . £199.95 genon 2&2; ?gg m Secewer : gﬁ Panasonic TX32LXD1 32" £ CALL
Monitor Audio Silver S1 . £299.95 enon eceiver Philips 30PF9975 30" £ CALL
Goldring GR1 £139.95  Monitor Audio Siver S6 .. £599.95  Denon AVR2805 AV Receiver £ CALL Shar':)sAquos LC-20S1E 20" £ CALL
Michell Gyro SE/RBSOO £50 GOLDRING CARTRIDGE* 21049.95 Monitor Audio Silver S8 £799.95 Denon AVR3805 AV Receiver £ CALL Sharp Aquos [ C-20AD1E 20" £ CALL
Michell TecnoDec (Ex Arm) . £574.95  Monitor Audio Gold Reference 10 £799.95  Harman Kardon A\VR330 AN Receiver £509.95 Sharp Aquos LC-22AD1E 22" £ CALL
Project Debut Phono SB £169.95  Monitor Audio Gold Reference 20 £1499.95  Harman Kardon AVRG30 AV Receiver £999.95  gharp Aquos LC-26GA3 26" £CALL
Project Debut I (Black) £12095  Quad 11l £379.95  Harman Kardon DPR2005 A/V Receiver £1299.95  gparp Aquos [ C-32GA3 32 £ CALL
Project Debut Il (Colours) £1a3.95  Quad 12l £499.95  Onkyo TX-NRSOTE AV Receiver ECALL  gpharp Aquos LC-32GD1 32" £ CALL
Project 1 Xpression £209.95  Quad 22 £894.95  Pioneer VSX-C50T AV Receiver ECALL  gparp Aquos LC 37GD1 37" £ CALL
Ruark Epilogue I . £344.95 P!oneer VSX—CSO? AN Receiver £ CALL Sharp Aquos LC-37GA3 37" £ CALL
TUN ERS :“a: ga\{\smi‘n i EL:;::: :::::: xéig;msé‘;z::‘r : gﬁ Sony Selected Models Available £ CALL
uark Sabre . 2 )
Arcam DVATE? ... £229.95  \portedale Diamond 9.1 £179.95  Pioneer VSX-2014i AV Receiver £ CALL
YIS Mo o £49995  yharfedale Peciic Evolution 30 £649.95  Pioneer VSX-AX5i AN Receiver £CALL
Denon TU260L MKII . .. £99.95 i Pioneer VSA-AX1 0A1 AN Ampler goa  Marantz \P-1253 DLP £8499.95
e kg Rl s K e
Pure DRX-701ES DAB £199.95  Denon 201 £ Speakers . £499.95 ::::I' ggg] ggg/i%g;%ggp’e%wer ‘ :;;3 :: Screenplay 54305 DLP £1299.95
Pure DRX-702ES Analogue/DAB £279.95 Denon DF101 Ex Speakers £299.95 Sony STR-DB795 AWV Receiver gca  Sereenplay SP5700 OLP £2199.95
Roksan Kandy KT1 MKl £549.95  Denon DM31 Ex Speakers CE109.95 A DSP-AXTS0SE AN Ampiifior gca  Screenplay SP7205 DLP £4999.95
Sony ST-SDBI0O . . £ CALL Linn Classik Music Ex Speakers £849.95 : pie Sharp XV-791E DLP £ CALL
Teac Legacy 600 £x Speakers £199.95 Yamaha DSP-AX640SE AN Amplifier £ CALL Sharp XV-7200 DLP £ CALL
CD PLAYERS Yamaha DSP-79 AV Amplifier £ CALL Sha$ Y-212000 DLP £ CALL
Arcam DVA CD73T £0a0s  DVD SYSTEMS ;::::aa mg?m Eiﬁi:ﬁ ‘ E g:ﬁ Sim 2 Domino 20 DLP .... £3499.95
Arcam DIVA CD192 £849.95 Denon ADV-M71 Inc SC-M51 Speakers £499.95 Yamaha RX-V1400RDS AV Receiver gcaL  Sim 2 0omino 20-H HOMI DLP £3999.95
Arcam FMJ CD33T £1349.95 Denon DVD-500SD Inc 5.1 Speaker Package ... £ CALL  yamaha RX-V1500RDS AN Receiver gcaL  Sim 2 Domino 30-H HOMI DLP £5999.95
Cyrus CD6 .. ... £599.95 Denon DVD-770SD/AVR-770SD Ex Speakers . .. . £ CALL Yamaha RX-V2400RDS AN Receiver £ CALL Sim 2 HT300 Xtra HOMI DLP £7999.95
Cyrus CD8 X . . £999.95  Jamo DVRS0/A305PDD Inc Speakers £649.95 Sim 2 HT500 Link DLP £24995.95
Cyrus DAC X £1099.95 Jamo DVR50/A355PDD Inc Speakers £899.95 AN SPE AKERS & P ACKAGES ThemeScene H30 Cinema DLP £1199.95
Denon DCD485 £119.95 KEF KIT100 Inc Speakers . . . . .. £1199.95 Acoustic Energy Evo 35 £699.95 ThemeScene H56 C‘mema BLER s . £1999.95
Linn Genki £1099.95 Linn Classik Movie Di Ex Speakers £2299.95 " Y y ThemeScene H77 Cinema DLP . ... .. £3499.95
i Teac Legacy 700/LS-L80O Inc Speakers e79095  Acoustic Energy cco PO/l £499.95  Yamaha DPX1100 DLP £ca
::gi:;”c%zxoo E::?:':: eac Legacy P Lo TEs Acoustic Energy Aelite 5.1 £1894.95
Musical Fidelity X Fo “sseass  MULTI-ROOM AUDIO S e REMOTE CONTROLS
Musical Fidelity A3.2 . £999.95  Gyruc | rksenver 160 £2999.95  B&W DM300 AV epog.g5  Marantz RC5400 £399.95
Musical Fidelity A308” .. (£1999.95 gy inkserver 250 £3499.95  Castle Compact CC3 soge.gs  Marantz FCO200 £799.95
Quad 99 CD-P £999.95 Cyrus Linkport £649.95 KEF KHT1005 £100 FREE QED GABLE* £499.95 Philips i-Pronto RUT000 . £1399.95
Roksan Kandy KD MK £649.95  gymys Linkwand £199.95  KEF KHT2005.2 £150 FREE QED CABLE* £799.95
Roksan Caspian M £1099.95  yamaha MusicCast MCX A10 £599.95  KEF KH15005 £200 FREE QED CABLE* £1199.95
Rotel RCDO2 . £379.95  yamaha MusicCast \ICX 1000 £1799.95  KEF 07 AV £300 FREE QED GABLE* £2199.95
Rofel RCD1072 ... £394.95 M&K K5 £250 FREE QED CABLE* .. £1699.95 CALL
cD RECORDERS DVD PLAYERS el e CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR
MAKE & MODEL ................... REGION2 MULTIREGION ~ M&HK(Xenon 25 £2249.95 VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Pioneer PDR609 CD-RW £169.95 Arcam DIVA DV78 £699.95 £699.95 M&K 850/CS35/V850 £3899.95
Sony RCD-W100 . ... £ CALL Arcam DIVA DV79  £999.95 £999.95 Mission M30 AV Pack . £449.95 FOR OUR UP-TO-DATE PRICES
Yamaha CDR-HD1300/1 ECALL o evDV20 '$1500.95 £1500.05  Mission Elegante e82 5.1 Package £3489.95
AMPLIFIERS sl E1I9B95  E119B95  omitor Audio e Al iyl 5
Denon DVD-1710 £ CALL £ CALL onitor Audio Bronze .
Arcam DIVA AG5 Plus £389.95  Denon DVD-2200 Universal . £CALL gcAlL  Monitor Audio Radius 270 £499.95 PRICING POLICY
Arcam DiVA A80 £599.95  Denon DVD-2900 Universal £CALL gcall  Monitor Audio Radius 5.1 £999.95 SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION
Arcam DIVA A9 . £849.95  Denon DVD-2910 Universal £ CALL gca  Mordaunt Short Genie £799.95 OPERATES A PRICING POLICY
Arcam FMJ A32 . . . £1199.95 Denon DVD-3910 Universal £ CALL £ CALL
Cyrus6vs ........... .£599.95 Denon DVD-A11 £ CALL £ CALL SUBWOOFERS SEECRPOMS R RSB OB DT
Cyrus8us ... ... £799.95  Denon DVD-AT £1599.95  £1509.95  B&WPVI £949.95
Cyrus Pre X vs Pre £1099.95 Harman Kardon DVD22 . £299.95 £299.95 MJ Acoustics Pro 50 (B\ack) £60 QED CABLE* £299.95
Cyrus Mono X Power . . . . (Fach) £1199.95  Harman Kardon DVD31 £300.95  £399.95  MJ Acoustics Pro 100 (Black) £60 QED CABLE* . £509.95 PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE
Denon PVA355 . £179.95  Pioneer DV370 £ CALL £CALL  MJAcoustics Ref 100 (Bk) £60 QED CABLE* . .. £349.95 AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES.
Linn Kolector Pre . . £574.95 Pioneer DV575A Universal . £CALL £ CALL MJ Acoustics Ref 1 Mkl (Black) £60 QED CABLE* £699.95 PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING.
Linn LK85 Power . . £544.95 Pioneer DVG65Av Universal . £CALL £ CALL Quad L Series £699.95 - g
Marantz PM4400 £149.95  Pioneer DVB68AVi Universal £ CALL €CALL  REL Q150 MKI Britiex Black) £100 QED CABLE* . £499.95 mu:::e:.m F'":";":: ’::":":g""""
Marantz PV17200 . £249.95  Toshiba SD240F . . £CALL £CALL  REL 0201E (Brittex Black) £100 QED CABLE* .. .. . £724.95 : nciion v <
Musical Fidelity X80 £509.95  Toshiba SD340 €CALL  E£CALL  REL Q00 @Britiex Black) £100 QED CABLE* . . ... £089.95 fdiecthement iaRd it ateaati7/niD6 ESDE
Musical Fidelity X-150 £799.95  Yamaha DVD-S540 £ CALL £CALL  REL Quake (Btiex Black) £349.95




ABERDEEN 57 cRowN STREET (NEW\')
01224 252797 opemng Lare octoser

BEDFORD 29-31 ST PETERS STREET
01234 272779

BRIGHTON 57 wesTERN ROAD, HOVE
01273 733338

BROMLEY 394 ST STREET
020 8290 1988

BIRMINGHAM agcH 12, LIVERY STREET
0121 233 2977

BRISTOL 928 WHITELADIES ROAD, CLIFTON
0117 974 3727

CAMBRIDGE 17 8URLEIGH STREET
01223 304770

CARDIFF 104-106 ALBANY ROAD
029 2047 2899

CHELSEA 403 KNGS ROAD
020 7352 9466

CHELTENHAM 14 pITTVILLE STREET
01242 241171

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD
01293 510777

CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD
020 8665 1203 open sunpa

EALING 24 THe GReEN (NEW
0208 579 8777 opew sunoay

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMARKET
0131 229 7267

EPSOM 12 UPPER HIGH STREET
01372 720720 open sunar

EXETER 28 cowick STReeT
01392 218895

GLASGOW 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD
0141 332 9655

GUILDFORD 738 NORTH STREET
01483 536666

HOLBORN 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD
020 7837 7540

HULL 1 SAvILE ROW, SAVILE STREET
01482 587171

IPSWICH 12-14 D0GS HEAD STREET
01473 286977

KINGSTON 23 Fire RoAD
020 8547 0717 open sunpay

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET
0113 245 2775 open sunpay

LEICESTER 10 Losesy LANE
0116 253 6567

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET
01522 527397 (orr HicH sreen)

MAIDSTONE 96 week STReET
01622 686366

MANCHESTER 69 HiGH ST, CITY CENTRE
0161 831 7969

NEWCASTLE 19 NEWGATE STREET
0191 221 2320

NORWICH 29-294 ST GILES STREET
01603 767605

NOTTINGHAM 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD
0115911 2121

OXFORD 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET
01865 241773

PETERBOROUGH 36-38 PARK ROAD
01733 897697 oren sunar

PLYMOUTH 107 CORNWALL STREET
01752 226011

POOLE LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET
01202 671677

PRESTON 40-41 LUNE STREET
01772 825777 oen sunoar

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE
0118 959 7768

SEVENOAKS 109-113 LONDON ROAD
01732 459555

SHEFFIELD 635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY
0114 255 5861 opew sunoar

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD
0121 733 3727

SOUTHGATE 79-81 CHASE SIDE
020 8886 2777

SOUTHAMPTON 33 LONDON ROAD
023 8033 7770 opew sunpay

STAINES 4 THAMES STREET
01784 460777 opew sunpay

SWINDON 8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD ( OPENING SOON")
01793 610992 -sussecr ro Lecat compLenon

SWISS COTTAGE 21 NORTHWAYS PDE, FINCHLEY RD
020 7722 9777 opew sunpay

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 25-30 ST JoHNS ROAD
01892 531543

WATFORD 47 sT ALBANS ROAD
01923 213533 opew sunoay

WEYBRIDGE 43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT
01932 828525

WITHAM (ESSEX) 1 THE GROVE CENTRE
01376 501733

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET
01902 312225 open sunar

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

E-MAIL: [insert store location]@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

WHO ARE SEVENOAKS?
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound &
Vision is one of the largest and most
successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers in
the country.

DEMONSTRATION
FACILITIES

Our comfortable demonstration rooms are
among the finest in the country, many
complying with full THX specifications.

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store
stocks a wide range of quality products,
covering all categories of specialist home
entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and
systems to DVD players, widescreen
plasma televisions and projection systems,
all at highly competitive prices.

Friendly staff are available in all stores to
advise, demonstrate and guide you through
the home entertainment jungle.

CUSTOM INSTALLATION

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision’s Custom Installation Service enables the integration of a
home cinema or hi-fi system into your home as neatly and seamlessly as possible. All
electronics can be hidden away, speakers discreetly mounted either in the wall or
ceiling and the complete system operated via remote control.

QOur installation experts are fully trained to the highest

standards in all areas and provide a prompt, reliable
and professional service. Whether you're looking for a
multi-room system, a dedicated home cinema
installation with a retractable screen and built-in

speakers or an integrated control or lighting system,
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has a diverse range of
products available to cater for all your requirements.

8 Page Custom Installation Brochure available
now from your nearest store or via our website.

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks group
and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store.

SPECIAL OFFERS

There are hundreds of special offers and stock clearance items available from our stores
nationwide - many with savings of up to 50%. To view our regularly updated product lists, visit
www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk and click on special offers

Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are highly
competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection, demonstration
facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower price might not look
such good value.

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price, please
bring it to our store managers’ attention. We will always endeavour to offer you the best deal.

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
GUIDE TO HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA

Pick-up your FREE
68 page guide at your
nearest Sevenoaks
Sound & Vision store
or order a copy via
our Website. The
brochure will be
posted to you (UK
mainland addresses
only) free of charge
while stocks last.

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision

www.sevenoakssoundandyvision.co.uk




BUYER'S BIBLE

STEREO AMPLIFIERS

Integrated and pre/power amps

Amplifiers come in two basic forms:

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus

power amp combinations. Integrated
simply means that both pre and power
sections are in one box. There are definite
advantages to separating the low level,
delicate signals in the preamp from the
radiations of a power amp, so the more
ambitious designs come in two or more
cases. In some cases, each channel has its
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies:
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular
because of their practical and technical
advantages, but valves — aka tubes - live
on owing to aspects of sound quality that
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play
your music loud, use trannies; if you
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker
interfacing is power rating and speaker
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out
of speakers which present a difficultload. As
a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp

The main areas in which amps vary are:
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and
transparency. Timing is the ability to
present the attack and decay of each note
precisely; amps with strong timing have a
snap and coherence that is very appealing.

N

Dynamics is a general term for the ability
to portray variations in level between
individual notes and is different to dynamic
range (the difference between the loudest
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or three-
dimensional an instrument or voice sounds.
The point of having two rather than one
speaker is to make it possible to recreate
the soundstage of the original recording,
thus amps that have strong imaging skills
can create a sonic space that seems to
extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious
difference between amps. One amp will
present more subtlety than another, but the
drawback with using this as your main
criterion is that a forward or ‘bright’
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at
the expense of overall musical coherence.

OME CINE|

MA STEREC

% Stereo amps can be used in home cinema

‘ set-ups as well. You don't get the surround

| and centre channels, but well set-up stereo
speakers do a remarkably good job of

| creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as
they don't have the (electrical) noise-
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV
amps cost three to four times as much as
stereo models of a similar quality.

SHOULD | LEAVE MY AMP ON
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST
RESULTS?

All audio electronics perform
better when they are warmed
up, and this is particularly the
case when it comes to
amplifiers. If there's no way
that you can leave it on all the
time, make an effort to switch
it on at least 20 minutes
before listening.

WHAT ISBI-WIRING AND
BI-AMPING?

Bi-wiring is when you run
separate cables to the treble
and bass/mid terminals on the
speaker. In most instances, this
improves sound quality so long
as identical cables are used. Bi-
amping is using two stereo
amps to drive one pair of
speakers, using one amp to
drive the treble and the other
for the bass/mid sections of
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE
SOLITTLE POWER?

Valve amps are inherently low
powered in absolute terms — at
least when you compare them
to their transistor-based
cousins. But when partnered
with high-sensitivity
loudspeakers, they are quite
capable of producing perfectly
adequate head-banging levels.

BEST BUY
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BEST BUY

BEST BUY
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*
Marantz
PM7200 £330
Atrue budget belter from Marantz - power
and finessein equal measure, plusthe
ability to switch between Class Aand Class
AB operation. Giant killing amps are back!

Roksan
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Caspian M Series £1,000
The latest version of Roksan’s long-
running mid-marketamp is a truly
expressive performer, good enough to
pick upagongin our 2003 Awards.

vI~FIEHl]ICE
*
Quad

99 Pre/909 £1,650

This neat pre/power combo is much more
engaging than stereotypical Quads of old,
vet retains their purposeful, no-nonsence
appeal. A great value two-box option.

Primare

PRE30/A30.2 £2,400
Beautifully made and with a sound to
match, this Scandinavian pre/power
combines warmth and body with energy
and detail - a truly musical performer.
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our favourite [] BEST BUY [E6] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS 151,
=2/ 5|22
Integrated amplifiers Z18 g 2|3z
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS g g ’5 E = E
UPT0 £1,000
[] Arcam DiVA AB5 Plus 370 Highly articulate and fluent, offers unusual insight for its price 5 40 232
Arcam DiVA A0 600  Arcam’s most successful mid-range amp to date — sophisticated control system and crisp, detailed sound 6 90 251
[=] Arcam DiVA A0 850  Enhanced replacement for A85, convertible to 7.1 sound with the addition of an add-on module and extra P90 power amps 6  opt 90 250
[ Audio Analogue Primo 475 Small, stylish amp with a smooth and beguiling sound. Makes a fine partner for AA's equally compact Primo CD player 5 opt 70 255
=] Cambridge Audio Azur 540A 200 A well built and fully featured amplifier that costs this little should not sound this revealing 6 opt 50 255
Cambridge AudioAzur 640A 250  Cambridge has a powerful weapon in the battle for budget amp supremacy, it's a lot of musical entertainment for the money 5  opt 65 250
=] Exposure 3010 Integrated 1,000 A mix of old and new, combining greater power with Exposure’s traditionally sweet and enthralling sound 6 120 244
Icon Audio Stereo 40i 900  Stylish and very sharply priced valve amp is a good all-rounder 4 37 254
e8] Marantz PM4400 OSE 250  Highly competent and well specified — a lively performer that makes great music ) 50 256
(] Marantz PM7200 330  High power, plenty of features, and remarkably clear and informative sound with lots of impact 6 105 248
=] Marantz PM7200KI 500 Even more refined version of basic amp, with notably improved bass purity 6 95 254
(] Musical Fidelity X-80 600  The entry-level to Musical Fidelity's amplifier range sounds both powerful and refined 4 55 255
=] Myryad MXI2080 1,100  Asound of great assurance and clarity — perhaps a touch bass-light at times, but otherwise superb for the money 7 80 260
[] NAD C352 350  Dynamic and musical sounding update on what was already a star product 7 80 253
] Naim Nait 5i 699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 4 50 252
[] Primare 120 750 An amplifier with attitude: punchy fast and secure sounding, with excellent build quality for the money 4 70 239
[=] Roksan Caspian M Series 1,000  Improved mid-range model from Roksan is a fine, expressive amplifier — right at the top of its class 6 85 248
=] Rotel RA-02 349  Agile and capable slimline design with an engaging sound that draws you into the music 4 40 232
[=] Rotel RA-1062 595  Agreat value amp with a detailed and engaging sound, and the ability to drive almost any speaker in its path 5 95 | 251
[ Sugden A21a 899 This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence — an authentic classic 5 25 224
] Thule IA60B SE 895  Anamp that's so faithful to the spirit and detail of the source material and costs less than £1,000 is hard to fault 5 75 253
ABOVE £1,000
2] Arcam FMJ A32 1,150  Remarkably flexible and well-featured, with excellent sound quality for the price 7 100 228
] Audio Note Oto Line SE 1,599  Single-ended valve amp lacks power but sounds remarkably delicate and coherent 5 opt 10 254
] Audio Analogue Maestro S. 1,750  The beautifully made Maestro Settanta sounds fast, deep and very smooth, though perhaps not the most dynamic 5 70 257
[]1  Audio Research Vsi55 2,895  Superb all-rounder provides the delights of valve amplification without sacrificing convenience 5 50 254
=] AVI Laboratory Series 1,399  Terrific power, control and resolution — effortlessly musical and fine value 6 opt 200 241
=] Copland CSA29 1,900  Ahybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 6 opt 85 255
Hegel H1 1,500  Arich and responsive amp that revels in great music with a warmth that encourages non-stop listening 6 120 254
Karan KA-i180 3,900 Lean, sharp and articulate, this impressively constructed heavyweight is almost up there with the audiophile pre/power elite 4 180 236
Krell KAV-400xi 2,698  The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 5 200 247
=] Primare A30.1 1,500  Smooth, detailed singing quality, elegant appearance and a healthy power yield 6 100 214
our favourite [] BEST BUY [E6] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS poei,
Pre/power amplifiers £z RE z
BADGE? ' PRODUCT £ COMMENTS % E § %
UP 70 £2,000
[E] Arcam FMJ A32/P35 1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 7 100 227
[E] Croft Vitali/Series 5C 2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency 3 30 216
Densen Beat 200/300 1,985 Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 6 opt opt 100 216
=] Exposure 3010 Integrated/Power 1,800  Simple units with various connection options which give very satisfying sound in all areas 6 opt 116 256
[E] Quad 99/909 1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with good strong sound and just a little veiling 5] 136 256
ABOVE £2,000
Border Patrol P20 6,750 Muscular 300B P-P design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best 20 231
Bryston BP25/4BSST 4,000 Extremely transparent, high-power combo, you'll listen louder and longer because you can 8 opt 300 241
Chapter Preface/Il+ 9,800 Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price 6 300 249
EAR 864/534 4,156 Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence 6 50 254

[FJIAF 7AW LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel
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our favourite [52] BEST BUY [E8] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO AMPLIFIERS T

BADGE? ' PRODUCT § COMMENTS S| 2| B
[ ECS EA-1 6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 180 253
Exposure XXII/XXVIII 2,790 Highly natural and dynamic amplifier that offers the fluidity and energy of valves via transistors 6 opt 70 241
E GamutD200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better — one of the best regardless of price 200 247
[Ec] Halcro dm10/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 5 225 243
Hovland HP-100/RADIA 12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers 9 opt 125 250
Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 700 234
[Ec] Linn Klimax Kontrol 6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 4 238
Naim NAC202/NAP200 2,720 More sophisticated than its forebears with a fleet-footed sound that draws you into the music 8 70 241
(] Naim NAPS00 11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim’s traditional leading-edge definition 140 208
£ Naim NAC552 12,100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience 6 233
[e2] Primare PRE30/A30.2 2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound — a really musical performer 7 128 256
Quad QC-24/1-40 4,007 Big, muscular valve sound that's smooth and easy on the ears, plus solid engineering with good power delivery 7 40 254
Roksan Caspian M Series pre/pwr 2,050  Confident and highly enjoyable sound with lively music, perhaps a little less sure with subtler, complex scores 6 78 256
[z2] Stello DP200/5200 2,990 Flexible preamp with purist leanings, plus classic stereo power amp offer great value by high-end standards 3 200 259
3] Sugden Masterclass AA 5,600 Yorkshire's finest class A kit. Dynamic and tonally rich, this gives even valve amps a run for their money 7 35 246
[ Unison Research Unico Pre/DM 2,590 Hybrid designs with a rich powerful performance that makes a fine balance between valve and solid state sound 3 150 242
Surround sound amps for music and movies
The multichannel, surround sound or
-~ | AV amplifier is a popular option,
thanks to the success of the DVD g i) HOW MANY CHANNELS?
player and home cinema. Now you can buy OEORTS e Depends on how many speakers
five channels or more of amplification for : R Rt W S you want. Multichannel music
the price of two. Now that multichannel T TjeeneeRE iia ¢&T _ discs come with six or 5.1

music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to
be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an
amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio,
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do,
then check out a multichannel amp and

channels, but for new movies,
7.1 systems are where it's at. 7.1
set-ups also mean you have
speakers directly behind you -
preferable for music discs.

speaker set-up — they're stunning with ; WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE
movies and none too shabby with music. potential. This is why new formats SACD BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AV amps are usually designed primarily and DVD-A, which don't use "lossy’ AND AN AV AMP?
for movies and come with digital compression, were created for music. Processors don't have amplifica-
processing for the various soundtrack All this processing power can take its toll tion on board and you need
formats — Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), on analogue formats. The best multichannel separate power amps. AV amps
Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete  amps for music are often the simplest, but and receivers have processing
surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel any that offer a complete bypass option with | and amps in the same box.
formats. More ambitious designs also offer  six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth WHAT DOES THE .1
THX post processing, designed to emulate  looking at real power - five or seven IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
the sounq of.the mixing Fheatre at home. channels o.famplification are not easy to This is the LFE (low frequency
Processing in AV amps is needed because  produce with a feeblg powersupply_, andlthe effects) or bass channel that is
the surround formats on DVD-Vstare. cheaperamps in particular often fail to live reproduced by a subwoofer.
compressed, limiting their high-fidelity up to the claims.
~ HI-FIMEETS SURROUND SOUND Ll
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- DVDs justice, and the number of AV are some very decent integrated options
quality multichannel music, surround products delivering sufficient quality is below £1,000, though the best (and most
| sound is no longer just a home cinema on the increase. But most aren't cheap - costly) route is to buy a separate
| thing. An increasing number of people building a top-quality system with five or processor and power amp(s). Or you can
want to build a multichannel system that more channels is inevitably more add AV amplification to a stereo model
will do their music as well as their movie expensive than sticking with stereo. There  you can't bear to part with.
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STR-DB795 £300
Sony’s latest little box of AV tricks is
astonishingly good for the money —great
with cinema and unusually fine with music.

AVR-3805 £1,000

Combines admirable sound across all

music and movie formats with features
like full auto set-up, i.Link and the latest
surround formats - a class act at £1,000.

our favourite [55] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

AV AMPLIFIERS I
Multichannel amplifiers g g § g
BADGE? = PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 3 3|8\ =|48
MULTICHANNEL INTEGRATED AMPS
Arcam AVR200 800  Upgraded AVR100 with Dolby Pro-Logic Il and some bass management. Great for stereo, a bit bass-light for multichannel 6 70 229
[ Arcam AVR300 1,300  Cracking al'-round music and movie ability sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 100 257
Denon AVR-2803 650  Merely ‘average’ sound but it's impossible to argue against the flexibility and value of its engineering 9 130 251
(] Denon AVR-3805 1,000  Upgraded sound, new processing algorithms and a great remote control make this a superb mid-market multichannel buy 120 256
Denon AVC-A1SRA 3,000  An AV amp with genuine high-res hi-fi credentials. Feature set now upgraded to the AVC-A1SR'A’ 8 170 232
Marantz SR9300 2,000  Not a high flyer, just a thoroughly enjoyable, warm and attractive sounding receiver with music and film soundtracks alike 8 105 252
Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 160 255
[Z]  Pioneer VSA-AX5i 1,200  Standard setter in its price category, with i.Link digital interface and MCACC auto set-up 1 100 248
[E] Pioneer VSA-AX10Ai 3,200  State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 150 260
E3) Sony STR-DB795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 7 100 260
Sony TA-DA9000ES 2,600  Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Link encrypted outputs 10 200 253
MULTICHANNEL PREAJ ROCASSORS AND POWER Al
[] Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920  Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 250
Arcam AV8/P7 5,750  State-of-the-art processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235
[l Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748  Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236
Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900  Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 3 105 238
[E] EAD TheaterMaster 8800 4,500  One of the most ‘musical’ sounding AV prcoessors to date — great with the matching PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 9 242
Linn Exotik 1,750  Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260
(=] Marantz PS-17/2x SM-17 3,400  Classy and capable system, great steering, warm solid sound and high detail resolution, and some great gadgets 10 60 238
Meridian 861 9,833  Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230
Naim AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175  First truly credible multichannel system from Naim is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 50 238
Parasound Halo C1/A51 8,500  Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value — processor includes onboard screen 1 250 243
E3| Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200  Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 120 238

[SZZ5Y 7A@ RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp

HI-FICHOICE

BUYER'S BIBLE

Pioneer
VSA-AXT0AI £3,200

An astoundingly thorough multichannel
tour de force, stuffed with features and
impressive in both stereo and full surround
- state of the integrated AVamp art.

335 @
8 599

5056605899 29 O

B .ol

Arcam
AV8/P7 £5,75

Afantastic achievement from this
respected UK brand - a top-ranking AV
processor and seven-channel power amp.

PA

‘The Classic One is one of the finest amps | have ever heard,
of any era, from anywhere. .

.” Sam Tellig, Stereophile

UKD Ltd. 23 Richings Way, Iver, Bucks SLO 9DA Tel: 01753 652669 info@ukd.co.uk www.ukd.co.uk
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LOWEST PRIGES IN THE UK?

SQUINIEPNISIONTY LOG ON TO FIND OUT!

DELIVERING A BETTER DEAL

-
= L]

* 24hr Order line
_» Brand new online stock

We use a dedicated UK service network. All large products are serviced in
home or at a local service centre and small products can be sent direct
to the service centre or back to us. All this is backed up by our customer

* No Deposit™
* No Payments
* No Interest

- Expert advice

6006

L

services department.

mmmenmesmmn®z {(]YWOOD IN A BOX

= HOLLYWOOD 'IN A BOX' HOME CINEMA SYSTEM

* EXCELLENT CHARACTERISTICS IN DIFFERENTLY ENCODED MOVIE
AND MUSIC SOUNDTRACKS < LATEST GENERATION DSP DECODES
DTS, DOLBY DIGITAL AND DOLBY PRO-LOGIC Il = HIGH QUALITY
PLAYBACK OF DVD-VIDEO, CD-DA, SVCD,VCD, CD, MP3,WMA JPEG,
DVD-R AND DVD-RW «NTSC PROGRESSIVE SCAN * L92KHZ/24-
BIT DAC * MORDAUNT-SHORT DESIGNED SATELLITE SPEAKER
SYSTEM < INCLUDES 4 SATELLITES SPEAKERS, A CENTER SPEAKER
AND A POWERFUL 80 WATT ACTIVE SUBWOOFER

LOG ON TO CHECK LATEST PRICES!

‘www.soundandvisiononline.com

YAMAHA

SR-9300

PIXELS LCD DISPLAY « LARGE TOUCH
SCREEN = 14 PROGRAMMABLE DIRECT-
ACCESS BUTTONS = BACKLIGHTING FOR

LCD AND DIRECT ACCESS BUTTONS
INFRARED SENDING AND LEARNING EYES
3-WIRE = (RS232 SERIAL PORT CONNECTOR
LIMITLESS NUMBER OF DEVICES, MACROS,
MACRO AND DEVICE ICONS CAN BE
ACTIVATED/DEACTIVATED

MA6100 O] DV4400 DVX-S60 YST-SW005
LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW
ENREARCEANRE RC9200 YAMAHA RX-V640RDS
 PRE-PROGRAMIED HARANTE CODES y .
* WGH RESOLTION (320 X 240 vt opu qu. vt o | o

REPRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY)
 HIGH CURRENT AMPLIFICATION FOR

HIGH SOUND QUALITY = EASY SETUP

AND OPERATION COMPATIBILITY

WITH LATEST MOVIE SOUND FORMATS -
INCLUDING DOLBY DIGITAL EX, DOLBY PRO
LOGIC II, DTS-ES DISCRETE 6.1, AND DTS
NEO:6 POWERFUL 32-BIT YAMAHA

WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM

(D PLAYER= MP3 PLAYBACK FOR MORE AaARCammia

THAN 10 HOURS OF COMPRESSED AUDIO * HYPER DYNAMIC AMPLIFIER MODULES
CD-TEXT  QUICK REPLAY * UNFILNALIZED (D-R/RW PLAYBACK < INCREDIBLY ACCURATE DELTA
SIGMA DIA * CONVERSION MEANS ULTRA LOW-NOISE * MUSIC REPRODUCTION « GOLD FINISH

SR7300

E®uae
-

CALL US FOR LATEST PRICE CHANGES
© 65W X 5 CHANNELS = NEWLY DEVELOPED \
32-BIT ORIGINAL LSI, (¥55-938) = 21 SURROUND PROGRAMMES YAMA“A

* 96KHL/24-BIT D/A CONVERSION  SILENT CINEMA « VIRTUAL CINEMA
« VERSATILE DIGITAL INPUTS « S-VIDEO & COMPONENT VIDEO INPUTS & OUTPUTS
* S-CHANNEL DISCRETE AMPLIFICATION * DOLBY PRO LOGIC Il = DOLBY DIGITAL EX

CALL US-SEE IF WE BEAT ALL THE REST

HERESRR®ER NRW " - 30 PRESETS ON EACH WAVEBAND FOR INSTANT
RECALL OF FAVOURITE STATIONS * CHOICE OF MANUAL AND AUTOMATIC TUNING

STATION NAME AND DIRECT FREQUENCY KEY-IN BY REMOTE, FOR EASY AND INSTANT
TUNING = ANTI BIRDY FILTER REMOVES BIRDY WHISTLE FROM FM STEREQ BROADCASTS
BUILT-IN SLEEP/TIMER  REMOTE CONTROLLABLE VIA D-BUS

S$T6000
‘ - 2 - 20 O 0O !
5 34 0060 |

PICK UP THE PHONE : 01204 861 861
YAMA"A?  PAL/NTSC PROGRESSIVE SCANNING <+ PAL/NTSC CONVERSION
YUY COMPONENT OUTPUT TERMINAL * DVD-VIDEO, SVCD, ¥CD,

JPEG, AUDIO = (D AND MP3 (MULTISESSION) PLAYBACK « DVD-+RW/+R, DVD-R/-RW AND
CD-R/RW PLAYBACK « PICTURE (D PLAYBACK WITH DISPLAY SAMHL/12-BIT VIDEO D/A

CONVERSION
DVDS540

erm i — s s,
©e~e [ © ©05°

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT:
WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: i s
WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM

—_—

EERGARCEANRE

THX ULTRAZ DIGITAL SURROUND
« THX ULTRAZ 7.1 CHANNEL

SURROUND EX, ULTRAZ, 5.1 MUSIC DECODING

ES (MATRIX 6.1, DISCRETE 6.1, NEO-6),

DTS 5.1CH DECODING +DOLBY DIGITAL DD / DD-EX
+DOLBY PRO LOGIC DPL / DPL II MOVIE, MUSIC,
*CUSTOMIZE  CIRCLE SURRDUND Ii « 192/24-BIT

D/A CONVERSION «RDS TUNER +0SD RC3200
* LEARNABLE REMOTE CONTROL = SILVER FINISH

YAMAHA

AV
PACKAGE 75

S64DRDS (SILVER)
HIGH POWER 6-CHANNEL DISCRETE
AHPLIFER(6SW X 6 RiS)

|+ 24 SURROUND PROGRAHMES (44
VARIATIONS) WITH SILENT CINEMA
DVD PLAYER DVD-S540 (SILVER)

AND HP3 (HULTISESSION) PLABACK
DVD+RW/+R, DVD-R/-RW AND

| CO-NAW PLAYBAK

- DIGITAL HOME CINEMA SPEAKER
PACKAGE » NS-P106 (SILYER)

VISIT OUR
SJOWROOM
FOR A FULL

DEMONSTRATION

~ © DIGITAL HOME UNEMA RECEIVER HTR-

DVD-VIDEQ, S¥CD, YCD, JPEG, AUDIO O



SSOUND)1& \VISION/s?

DELIVERING A BETTER DEAL

TEL: 01204 861861  F: 01204 439024  WEB. WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM
RETAIL OUTLET HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM / THURSDAY 9AM - 8PM
MAIL ORDER: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-7PM / THURSDAY 9AM -8PM

44-46 HIGHE MARKET STREET, FARNWORTH, BOLTON BL4 9BB

More people purchase from Sound & Vision Great prices are always available at Sound & Vision as we constantly monitor our prices Check our website for more details:
because of our exclusive delivery against local and national competition. www.soundandvisiononline.com or call our helpfull sales
arrangements. team on 01204 861 86!

Css10M M3C2 M35 M3DS

M35 +SINGLE SPEAKER * ACTIVE SUBWOOFER
* GRAPHITE BLACK +2 YEAR PARTS WARRANTY  NUMBER OF PIXELS 1,024 (HOR) X 768 (VER)

* 2 YEAR LABOUR WARRANTY « RECOMMENDED * PAL/SECAM/NTSC3.58/NTSC4.43/PAL60

AMP 150W VGA/SVGA/XGA/TRUE XGA

M3C2 = NOMINAL IMPEDANCE 8 OHM (MIN. 1 . * 100 HZ PROGRESSIVE SCAN

4.20HMS) *AMPLIFIER POWER 25 - 125W/CH * RECEPTION SYSTEM PAL BG/I/DK, SECAM BG/DK/L/L

* DIMENSIONS (HXWXD) 165 X 430 X 230(MM) « STEREQ / DUAL SOUND NICAM UK/SK/FR, CCIR A2 BG/DK
M3DS *NOMINAL IMPEDANCE 8 OHM (MIN. * AUTO CHANNEL PRESET / CHANNEL LABELING /
5.60HMS) = AMPLIFIER POWER 25 - 100W/CH s CHANNEL SORT

FOR LATEST PRICES CALL LOG ON FOR LATEST PRICE

www.soundandvisiononline.com
foamo  fuamo

PDP433 FProneer

* ONLY SCREEN SUPPLIED = 43" 16:9 PLASMA SCREEN

DVR-5100 DVR-3100

|AMO-D6 |AMO-D8

LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW
oM FS2 AV Proncer NSDV990

* FLOOR STANDING

* BOOK SHELF

* ACTIVE SUBWOOFER

* 2 SURROUND SPEAKERS

« | CENTRE SPEAKER

* SILVER

= 5 YEAR PARTS WARRANTY
* 5 YEAR LABOUR WARRANTY

« DTS « DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 2

* 450 W RMS

| X SVHS/S-VIDEO CONNECTION/S

* | X EURO SCART CONNECTION/S l ! ! !

* | OPTICAL TERMINAL CONNECTION/S
* DV-IN/OUT
* MP3

CALL US-SEE IF WE BEAT ALL THE REST

‘ 1oneer . DTS « DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 2 + 450 W RMS

| X SVHS/S-VIDEO CONNECTION/S = I X EURO SCART CONNECTION/S
| OPTICAL TERMINAL CONNECTION/S < DV-IN/OUT < MP3

* 6X SATELLITES AND IX 100W ACTIVE SUB-
WOOFER, * IX CENTRE STAND, 2X DESKTOP

STANDS, = 3X WALL MOUNTING KITS, 3X 3.5 NSDV99

! = METRE SPEAKER CABLE, )

DVR 50 + A305
SPEAKER PACK

* 3X 10 METRE SPEAKER CABLE
* DOLBY EX/DTS ES DISCS
DVR-50 -
* JAMO'S NEW DVR 50 IS THE FIRST
DVD RECEIVER IN THE WORLD
+ DIVX AND PAL/NTSC PROGRESSIVE

+ CINEMA SPEAKER SYSTEM. - t
« SPEAERSAND INTOTHE MExs . (R ; PICK UP THE PHONE : 01204 861861
« CAN PLAY DYD-R/RW, DVD-+R/AW 1

AND CO-RRWMPEG-1 (HP3), NPEG- |

CALL US FOR LATEST PRICE CHANGES

2,YCD, SYCD, JPEG AND DIVX
A305 SPEAKER PACK
DESIGN

3 SPEAKERS ARE AN ATTRAC-TIVE

COMPLEMENT TO ANY FLAT SCREEN |

DISPLAY,

Call 01204 861861
For Pricing

VISIT OUR
SHOWROOM l :
FOR A FULL
DEMONSTRATION

(mus1onN PILASTRO

= STANDING AT ALMOST SFT OR 1.5
HIGH AND CONCEALING 5 DRIVE
UNITS ON BOTH SIDES
(13 IN TOTALY)

THE 'PILASTRO" IS AT THE
PINNACLE OF LOUDSPEAKER
DESIGN.

p * DTS « RDS < BASS BOOST = DOLBY PRO-

1oneer LOGIC * DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 2

« 540 W RMS = 2 X SVHS/S-VIDEO CONNECTION/S < I OPTICAL TERMINAL
CONNECTION/S = | CO-AXIAL DIGITAL CONNECTION/S

* AUDIO ANALOG PHONO CONNECTION/S

NSDV1000

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT:
WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM




STEREO SPEAKERS

Speaker pairs for stereo sound

112 HI-FI CHOICE

While loudspeakers are relatively
straightforward in construction, they
have one of the most difficult jobs in
hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more
drive units in a box that usually has a port
in it to make life easier for the cone in your
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this
arrangement include panel speakers, which
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and
horns, which use drive units in complex
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.
Box speakers are either designed to stand
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have
greater internal volume which can translate
into greater efficiency and/or bass
extension, but less substantial designs also
introduce cabinet resonance and thus
distortion. But they don't need stands and
therefore have the aesthetic edge.
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate
and often score in terms of imaging and
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning

The closer the speaker is to a wall, the
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for
placement and experimentation will yield
the best results. Altering the angle at
which the speakers face the listener can
also make a difference to balance and
stereo image.

Going multichannel

Many stereo speakers can be augmented
with centre and surround channels from the
same brand to create a multichannel
system. The most important element is a
centre channel, which needs to match the
stereo pair as closely as possible. For the
best musical results, surrounds should be as
per the front left and right channels, but if
space or funds don't permit, smaller designs
can be used quite effectively.

| Though some speakers have a power rating,
‘ this isn't as informative as a rating for how
; difficult they are to drive, nor does it

| indicate wattage extremes for the

| partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier

x cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote

’ ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers

Because speakers and the rooms they are
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends
to be quite subjective. To find some that
will suit you, try to listen to a good variety
to hear how they differ, and if possible,
audition some at home. Tonal balance
tends to vary the most, but is less important
than more subtle factors such as timing
and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears
not your eyes — great-looking speakers
aren't necessarily great sounding.

Spikes

Floorstanding speakers and stands have
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid
coupling with the floor. These have the
advantage of draining resonance from the
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can
result in more vibration getting back to the
electronics and often cause the floor to
resonate as well.

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An
above-average (A+) speaker will work with
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average
(A) speaker will need 50W or more, and a :
below average (A-) speaker could require
100W plus to sound its best. These are
guidelines rather than rules. ‘

0&A
IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST
FOR SMALL ROOMS?

Those designed to work close to
the wall will be smoother in
confined spaces. Speakers that
have relatively dry, tight bass
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST
FOR BIG ROOMS?

Big, efficient, easy-to-drive
designs are more likely to be
able to fill a room betterthan
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE
AND SURROUND CHANNELS
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're
wanting to create a
homogenous surround sound
experience, where voices don't
change when they move from
one channel to another.
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Tannoy X PMC B&W Focal-JMLab ¥

Sensys DC1 £449 GB1 £995 703 £2,000 Micro Utopia Be £3,500
A new dual-concentric main driver plus An attractively compact floorstander with A hi-tech, three-way floorstander sporting The smallest modelin the top-end Utopia
super-tweeter in a solid standmount box a beautifully articulate sound and a’surroundless’ midrange driver. Delivers Be rangeis a remarkable piece of speaker
results in a neutral yet expressive speaker remarkable freedom from boxiness. A great athoroughly engaging sound with great engineering, complete with beryllium
ataverytempting price. buyifyou'vejust undera grand to spend. bass and an expressive midrange. tweeterand a highlyrevealing sound.

our favourite (52] BEST BUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO SPEAKERS
Stereo speakers S § ‘; g % ,% g
BADGE? | PRODUCT = 3 A& 8 R F B
UP TO £1,000
[Z]  Acoustic EnergyAegis Evo 1 180 An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 19,36,24 A 30 226
(] | ATCSCM12 999  Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 22,39,26 A- 55 253
(] AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all  15,27,21 A- 65 260
(=] B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 226
(2] B&W DME02 S3 300  Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,4929 A 25 234
(] B&W DM6E03 S3 600 Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 20,91,29 A- 25 231
[ B&W 705 900  Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253
(2] Castle Richmond 3i 320 Does most things well and the most important thing - musical communication - remarkably well for the price 17,3323 A 60 260
] Castle Conway 3 930 Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more ‘air’ 22,91,27 A+ 30 237
(] Castle Harlech S2 1,000  Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 20,96,33 A 50 219
(] Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 215
Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Brilliant neutrality, though a little understated dynamically (wood veneered version, as tested — £647) 20,33,26 A- 30 250
Dynaudio Audience 62 729 Pricey but cute viny! floorstander that is a class act sonically — lightweight, but clean and dextrous 20,86,26 A 30 231
[E]  Epos ELS3 200  Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 241
(=] Focal-JMlab Chorus 707 S 350 The size and shape might be unfashionable, but this is an outstanding all-round performer at a very sharp price ~ 24,49.30 A 25 251
[e] Focal-JMlab Chorus 716 S 550  Not the smoothest around, but combines coherent voicing with fine dynamic expression and real authority 22,95,30 A 20 250
Focal-JMlab Chorus 726 S 780 Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice-band congestion 22,100,32 A+ 55 253
[ Focal-JMlab Cobalt 816 S 999 Great all-rounder — lively and dynamic, smooth and neutral, marred only by a slight treble ‘sting’ 22,98,31 A- 25 242
Jamo E 700 150 Superb staging and detail for the price, but needs a sub to deliver real bass 14,2420 A- 60 260
KEF Q1 250 Stylish if slightly small-sounding stand-mount with fine midband coherence; works well close to a wall 22,35,30 A 30 234
KEF Q4 400 Beautiful, bijou three-way floorstander lacks some bass weight but has a lovely midband with low coloration 18,82,25 A 38 255
Leema Xen 1,000 A true micro-mini-monitor with remarkable powers of analysis and great musical insight, if a touch forward 14,22,23 A- 50 245
Mission m35 400 Very good material value — a big speaker with ample bass and a notably open yet also rather bright top end 26,103,37 A 23 255
Monitor Audio Bronze B2 200 Alively and entertaining speaker with tight, controlled bass and a pronounced midband 19,3525 A 42 238
[z] Monitor Audio Bronze B4 350 A beautifully balanced loudspeaker with fine overall dynamic range and good imaging 19,8526 A 23 255
Monitor Audio Silver S8 800 A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 19,90,27 A 20 237
Monitor Audio Silver S10 1,000  Timing might be less than the best, but the full balance and fine dynamic range deliver plenty of detail 20,100,27 A+ 20 242
(=] Mordaunt-Short Avant 906 350 Capable and engaging, this neat design will complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 18,85,27 A 45 254
Neat Petite Ill 845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,31,20 A 30 211
(el PMC GB1 995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16,9224 A+ 30 257
Quad 22L 895 Lovely lacquer finish over birds-eye maple veneer, with a sound that's more open and forward than usual 21,87,28 A 25 257
B Rega Ela 749 Might have more grunt, but few can match its impressive agility, delicacy, and superior musical communication ~ 23,89,30 A 28 250

IEZEXEA SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet In centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A~ 100 watts plus ACT Active — the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes — the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners)
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Acoustic Solid
Small Royal Turntable

60mm platter topped with 6mm -
acrylic platter and leather mat. ¥
Precision bearing, weight approx
25kg. RRP £1280.00 excluding
arm. Three tone arms can be fit-
ted.to the turntable. Read review
by www.enjoythemusic.com

—
AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 AUDIO AC POWER CORD

GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A
polymer material mixed with a considerable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality

‘! ferrite powder.is extruded around the copper conductors. GNLM cables are further pro-
fr ;/ tected with a foil shield and a drain wire, specifically manufactured for High End audio use. |

7

/i"’ﬁ :NEW Eupen CSM Interconnect, with extruded ferrite - RCA/XLR, £45 for
" 1m pair. Eupen Video Interconnect £25 for 1m RCA/BNC/RF

Power cables are fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough plug Cable is also available with our
all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution blocks. We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as
an extra cost option. Refer to our web site for details.

AUDUSA - OOM Silverlink OCC balanced speaker cable
stranded, silver on OFHC plus three strands of OCC for improved bass performance.
Mpylar infill and with designed in protection against RF and EMI.

LAT INTERNATIONAL Inc USA -
Silver fused technology Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects
and Speaker cable better than most at double the price.

We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with an
unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the garbage
that contaminates your components. The difference you hear
with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes advantage of
silver in its design through use of our proprietary Silverfuse con-
ductors. The conductors are 10 gauge and with PTFE; the best
insulation available. Fitted as standard with IEC / MK Tough-
plug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m £101, 1.8m £112
etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. 4, 6 and 8 way all
steel mains distribution blocks fitted with UK, Schuko or
USA sockets.CE tested & approved mains distribution units
manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished in black and fitted
with highest quality 13amp sockets. It has no filters, circuit
breakers, surge protection, transformers, resistors, capacitors,
LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regulators, just fitted with 1m of
AC-2 mains cable.From £166 for 4 way, £198, 6 way, £229 for 8
way. Interconnects 1C-200, IC-100, IC80, IC50, Video Vi-6, VI-6
Component, Digital -DI-20, Speaker SS800 and SS1000

LAT AC-2 Power cord
compare with products
costing ten times as
much, then decide

S/5000e, 2 x 250w power amp

Stasis pre amp

WWW.AUDUSA.COM

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com



our favourite [2] BESTBUY [E6] EDITOR'S CHOICE

SPECIFICATIONS
STEREO SPEAKER
Stereo speakers § % = f % %
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 2 5|28 B|E §
Spendor SR5 1,000 = This wall-mount very cleverly avoids the usual colorations, delivering a very dynamic if rather dry sound 31,3118 A+ 50 240
[E] | Tannoy Fusion 4 350  This big d'Appolito twin twb-way has fine coherence and dynamics. A neutral and even all-rounder 21,97,29 A 20 255
[=]  Tannoy Sensys DC1 449 | Modest sensitivity but beautifully balanced with fine authority at a very realistic price 21,4129 A 40 245
Tannoy Eyris 1 600 Pricey but very cute standmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 17,35,26 A+ 227
Tannoy Sensys DC2 649 | Has impressive scale and weight with fine stereo imaging, but is also rather laid back, lacking easy agility 21,97,29 A 20 250
Tannoy Eyris 2 999 | This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 17,91,26 A 20 231
Acoustic Energy AE1 MKIIl - 1,690 | Luxury miniature has a laid-back but bouncy sound, a marvellous dynamic range and very superior imaging 19,31,25 A- 30 251
Acoustic Energy AE3 MKIl | 4,490 = A beautifully neutral speaker with very wide dynamic range and superior imaging, plus lovely Art Deco styling 19,99,29 A 20 251
(] Anthony Gallo Nucleus Ref | 2,400 = Occasionally raw, but engaging and capable beyond its physical stature 20,89,41 A 34 257
ATC Active 10 1,269  Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 23,39,31 act 45 221
[ ATC SCM35 1,999  If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record collection in all its glory, this is a speaker to treasure  23,88,30 A- 48 250
ATC Active 20 2,538 30k + 300W equals resolution and bass that most amp/speaker combinations dream about — a bargain 56,28,36 act 45 240
ATC SCM50 ASL 7,255 350W of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 35,72,48 act 38 218
[Z]  Audio Note AN-E/LX 2,650  Though not very pretty, this is a thoroughly entertaining speaker with great dynamic subtlety and integrity 36,79,27 A+ 22 256
(] Audiovector Mi 3 Signature 2,320 ' Smooth and beautifully balanced with superb neutrality, wide dynamic range and a warm, sweet character 20,100,29 A- 24 260
B&W Nautilus 805 1,400 A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and ‘unboxy’, delivering loads of detail 24,4231 A 28 199
[2] B&W 704 1,400 = Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 A 20 257
[] B&W 703 2,000  Bass is immensely powerful and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23,101,36 A- 20 260
B&W Signature 805 2,500  Gorgeous standmount sounds delicately transparent and laid back with very superior resolution and imaging 24,4234 A 30 247
B&W Nautilus 802 6,000  Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder’s art. Needs real power, but gives real sound 39,111,55 A- 34 183
B&W Nautilus 801 8,500  The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 52,111,69 A- 34 186
B&W Nautilus 800 11,000 Unequivocal challenge for world domination. One of the most revealing speakers around 45,120,65 A- <20 231
[ BC Acoustique ACT-A1 1,195  Exceptional focus, dynamic coherence and expression through the voice band, but bass could be more even 21,90,33 A+ 25 257
Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation = 3,984 = Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34,130,75 A+ 80 244
Dali Helicon 300 1,980  Lively and essentially sweet sound is beautifully free from boxiness, if a little lean and forward overall 21,4436 24 260
[Z] | Dynaudio Audience 82 1,460  Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential = 22,106,36 A 30 229
Dynaudio Contour S 1.4 1,850 Sound has fine mid-to-treble coherence and neutrality, though port tuning was ill-suited to our room 19,40,36 A- 28 260
Eclipse TD Lulét 307/316 1,250  Extraordinary satellite plus sub solution sounds a cut above other sub/sats. Can be expanded to multichannel 12,16,16 act 40 247
Ferguson Hill FHOO1 6,853  Looks and sounds wonderful, with realistic dynamic expression, but needs careful amp matching and sub(s) 90,166,80 A+ 180 242
Focal-JMIab Alto Utopia Be 11,000  Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 37,121,53 A- 20 248
Focal-JMIab Diva Utopia Be 7,599 = Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25,110,53 A+ 30 255
Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,500 = New ‘Be’ version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 50 245
Harbeth Super HLS 1,699  Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 33,64,31 30 233
Living Voice Auditorium 1,700 = Gloriously coherent and dynamic midband, though the top end is restrained and bass was uneven in our room  22,86,28 A- 30 247
Living Voice Avatar 2,700  Dynamic and highly resolved, yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 22,104,27 A+ 40 218
Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 ' 4,000 = Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detail, space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers require extra cabling  22,100,27 A+ 35 244
MartinLogan Mosaic 1,799 = Curious hybrid construction marries many panel speaker-like attributes with moving coil simplicity 24,102,30 A- 46 257
=] MartinLogan Clarity 2,498  Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 26,135,31 A- 46 245

SYSTEMS

Yee

Call Sales:

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

4 More SuPer Savers - www.billyvee.co.uk
020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 Now!

Web: - www.billyvee.co.uk email: sales@billyvee.co.uk. We deliver nationwide from £5. E&OE.

Arcam DV89 DVD-A Player

Arcam DV78-+AVR200 Reciever

Linn Classik music system

Save mer 6670 £625
R
=

s scooevee d

Was £1299 - New product 2 Yr warranty

© Want to add speakers?
sweoer£300 £17195 v ws | Sae mer £300 €£7049

e, With DMG01s3 add £249 n—

pe—— B With DMG0253 add £299 Classik

S = With Linn Kan add £375 - Only £795

o With Quad 111 Add £379 =
B : L With Quad 120 Add £499 : ==
Linn Classik M with Kan 5 Speakers

Claim 10% off any speaker package purchased with this combination.

Call our helpful sales staff or check out www.billyvee.co.uk for more sizzling offers!

Arcam, KEF, Linn & Naim Products - shop callers only
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our favourite [] BEST BUY [EG] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO SPEAKERS
Stereo speakers & £ 3 g 2 S |8
BADGE? ~ PRODUCT i COMMENTS = T 5 3 R E |3
=] Mission Elegante e83 1,990  Uncommonly clean, agile and refined floorstander, and as elegant as the name 33,111,36 A- 44 257
Naim Ariva 1,275  Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter ~ 23,88,31 A 25 259
Naim SL-2 4,995  Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package 28,103,33 A- 20 232
El Naim NBL 6,925  Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative, with an awesome dynamic range and dry, forward balance  29,116,47 A- 20 200
Neat Ultimatum MFS 2,995  Wonderful five-driver standmount sounds bigger than it looks. Very spacious and informative 22,38,37 A+ 25 241
Neat Ultimatum MF9 8,500  Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and fine open neutrality 22,150,40 A- 20 226
PMC LB1 1,150  Still fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic 18,53,26 A- 40 199
[E] PMC FB1+ 1,625  Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 A 20 260
PMC 0B1 2,450  Genuinely deep bass and lovely overall neutrality, though mid could have more tension and bass more punch  20,103,33 A 20 243
E PMC 1B2 6,150  Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power ~ 33,74,47 A- 25 237
ProAc Response D25 2,995 The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,107,25 A+ 20 254
3| Rega R9 2,498  This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass =~ 17,103,39 A 20 256
[#] Ruark Talisman fl 1,499  No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 A 22 259
Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2,149  Standmount ‘Auditor’ version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 19,35,32 A 48 246
Spendor S6e 1,495  Combines deep, powerful bass with an attractively open midband, but perhaps too much restraint up top 30,88,19 A+ 23 257
Spendor S9 2,895  An improvement on the original S9 — very entertaining at high levels with a fabulously open and weighty bass ~ 24,101,38 A+ 40 256
Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 240
[E] Tannoy Dimension TD10 5,000  Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 35,101,37 A- 38 215
Tannoy Dimension TD12 6,500  Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality — a tour de force 42,126,41 A- 23 225
[E] Tannoy Yorkminster 9,000 Deliciously delicate and expressive at low listening levels, it still has massive headroom when your in the mood = 62,102,45 A+ 20 255
Totem Hawk 1,900  Beautifully refined compact floorstander. Smooth and transparent, but dynamics might have more grip 17,91,25 A- 20 260
[] Totem Forest 2,390  Low sensitivity but wonderfully open neutrality, at heart a beautifully communicative and musical loudspeaker 20,90,27 Al 25 247
Triangle Naia 1,900  Exciting, vivid and communicative, but also a bit untidy and uneven, the Naia is a whole lot of fun 23,119,32 A- 25 247
Vandersteen 2Ce Signature 1,990  Veery superior midband neutrality, impressive freedom from boxiness and splendid stereophony. A classic 41,109,26 A- 30 229
Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000  Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 254
Wilson benesch Discovery 5,500  Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 23,47,38 A- 45 212
Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400  Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from ‘boxiness’. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,37 A 20 252
[l Wilson Benesch Chimera 15,000  Elegant with lovely sonic delicacy and plenty of weight too. Works best at low levels, but a difficult load to drive = 24,145,55 A- 20 234

AV SPEAKERS

Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

Multichannel speaker systems have a

front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1)
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a
subwoofer. For best results, each of these
speakers bar the sub should be identical.
The problem is that few surround systems
are dedicated to music and perform a home
cinematic role as well, meaning the centre
speaker has to sit above or below a video

i Ideally you should set up surround speakers

| with as much care as you would stereo systems,

| but practical issues tend to have a significant
bearing on surround and centre speaker
placement. Surround channels can be
floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres

| usually have to perch on the TV or underneath

|
| it. Given these limitations, adjust your L/R front

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide
and short for this reason.

This should not be a barrier to great
surround for music and movies however, as
many brands make centre channels with a
very close sound to their L/R designs.

Music vs movies
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music
recordings tend to be mastered with

speakers to give the best tonal match with the
centre. If there's more than just you listening,
‘toe in’ the speakers so that their axis crosses in |
front of the listening position - this gives a
wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer
it should be placed near the front speakers. Use
a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy
among others) to accurately set levels.

surround speakers in the ITU standard
position which is as far behind the listener
as the front channels are in front. 5.1 movie
soundtracks tend to place surround
channels not so far behind and to the side
of listeners. Usually, practical limitations
will dictate a limited range of placement
options, but if you are a dedicated music
fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in
the booklet supplied with SACD discs.

SUBWOOFERS

Subs start working where stereo speakers
run out of steam at low frequencies. The
idea is to create deeper, better-controlled
bass rather than more of it. They usually
have onboard amplification (active) and
connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency
Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up.
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BEST BUY
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B&W KEF ATC Linn

600 S3 package £900 QAV7 £1,300 Concept 3 £4,877 Akurate package £13,750
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 With the latest Uni-Q refinements, this Itmight not lookas flashy assome, but the Linn has worked wonders with its new
centre speaker. Great in both stereo and system is astonishingly accomplished and quality of engineering in this ATC package multichannel speaker system —it’s not
multichannel surround modes. amazing value. ensures superb all-round performance. cheap, but its performance is breathtaking.

our favourite [&2] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES
528 .58
Multichannel speakers EEIHEN
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS = 3 % &8 E B
[&] ATC Concept 3 4,877  Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment A- 6 12 opt 255
B&W 300 package 900  An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) A 6 27 241
[ B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) 900  Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures A 5 22 224
Castle CAV Sterling 1,250  Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard A 5 28 224
Dynaudio Audience 42 package 1,142  Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound  A- 5 53 241
Final Sound Electrostatic system 4,875  Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency A- 6 20 251
Focal-JMIab Electra package 3,017  Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer A 5 50 232
[F]  KEFQAV? 1,300  With latest Uni-Q refinements, this system is astonishingly accomplished and amazing value A+ 5 35 232
Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221) 13,750 An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio A- 6 18 253
Mirage Omni 2 2,650  Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice Al 5|30 232
[z Mission m5 package 1,450 Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the mbas sub does big bass for movie fans A 6 28 241
Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600  Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected A|5(25 210
PMC FB1/TB2 2,485  Classy, if bulky and pricey, package has good transparency, coherence and weight Al5]|20 210
Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 938  Classy real wood package does a good all-round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight A 5 25 210
EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners)
nur favourite [&2] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE
SUBWOOFERS
Bass speakers £ g 2 z
BADGE? PRODUCT ¢ COMMENTS E g 3 %
B&W PV1 950  Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 29,34,35 500 20 259
B&W ASW850 2,000  Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 53,56,52 1000 18 246
Monitor Audio ASW100 300 For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 32,32,34 120 27 225
[ REL Q150E 500  Great value compact ‘cube’ sub adds genuine weight and drive thanks to superior filtering 29,32,33 1150 20 239
[£] REL Stampede 550 Few subs at this price match the Stampede’s subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV 28,40,29 100 18 257
[z€] REL Strata 5 700 Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 32,46,33 150 18 257
REL Storm lll 900 Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 42,62,33 150 18 | 225
REL Stadium Il 1,500 It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 59,56,39 200 16 217
Titan Saturn 800  Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 72,48,72 200 20 239

IE5Y38 SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass
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Do you want to choose your hifi or home cinema system, in a comfortable
and relaxing environment...?

Do you want friendly and impartial advice ( and a cup of tea) ...?

Do you want to buy your system based on what you hear, and see, and not
what somebody tells you...?

- Do you live in GUILDFORD...?

....... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford(Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bookham,
Bramley, Camberley, Chertsey, Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham,Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Dorking, €psom,
€sher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Hampton, Haslemere, Hook,
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Lliss, Molesey (€ast&West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield,
Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet,
Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley . *

Nobody clse in these areas carries all the following major hifi brands:

Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMI), Ash Design, Atacama, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&W, Chord Company,
Creeck, Cyrus, Denon, €pos, Exposure, Genelec, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Harman Kardon, Infinity, Iso Tek,
KE€F (including Reference), linn Products(including Knekt), MJ RAcoustics, Meridian, Michell, Mirage,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project, Pure, QED(includ-
ing Systemline), Quad, Quadraspire, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique,

Tag Mclaren, Wharfedale, Yomaha. ,

Nobody clse in these areas carries all the followiné major Home Cinema products:

DPVD players: Arcom & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha,
Processors: Rrcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren.

Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus, Denon, Harman HKardon, Llexicon, Naim, Rotel, Tag Mclaren,
Yamaha.

Display devices: Plasma screens from Loewe, Panasonic, Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: loewe.
Projectors: Barco(CRT/DLP), Sim (DLP), Yamaha(DLP/LCD) Screens: Stewart/Draper/Vutec ,

Video Processing: Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, Lumagen, Tag. Control systems: Crestron, Lutron lighting.
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibration.

Nobody clse in the area offers you a "One Stop Solution" to all of your home entertainment
requirements, as we are also Custom Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we can
survey, design, install, commission, and maintain full Sound and ﬁudlo Visual distribution, and automat-
ed lighting around your home. :

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else. A

We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install.
We are a Mountainsnow dealer, and members of BAPA, so you can trust us to look after your every need.

MIPIIII D) PJh|-f|

The only real hi-fi shop in Guildfordj

Guildford’s only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store
Open 2-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment)
3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons)
01483 504801 and 01483 304756
www.pjhifi.co.uk email:info@pjhifi.co.uk. o

" n

veessseodl’s hifi For Fun's sake.......



HEADPHONES

For your ears only

/

Headphones come in several varieties and

some are designed for particular usage. The

majority of ‘cans’ use dynamic cone and coil-
type drive units and can be used with anything from

a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Other

types also exist, most significantly electrostatics that
use a charged panel membrane to produce a
distinctly refined sound. These are supplied with
their own dedicated amplifiers, which tends to
increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are open and
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or
noise sensitive) environments as they minimise
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have
a more open, less 'in-head’ sound. There are also
three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose

the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on  valve-powered Earmax.

our favourite (2] BEST BUY [E8] EDITOR'S CHOICE

HEADPHONES

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are
particularly popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as
straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging
them into the output on your CD player or amp will
not give particularly engaging results unless you are
very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening,
invest in a dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics
is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of models are
made and prices start at around £80 for a QED, a
little more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up the

SPECIFICATIONS

5838
Stereo headphones 5 g g
= [=] =}
BADGE?  PRODUCT COMMENTS =~ =
[&] AKG K44 20  Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 190
(] AKG K270 Studio 129  Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 270
[Ec] AKG K1000 600 Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 270
Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 105  Detailed and involving sound with a professional ‘studio’ quality appeal 250
(] Beyerdynamic DT990 160 Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 250
(=] Grado SR-60 90  For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone’s taste 200
3] Grado SR-80 110 Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise 200
(=] Philips HP890 70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 330
(] Sennheiser HD590 160  Assured and confident headphone with very low coloration and great comfort 270
€] Sennheiser HDE50 300 Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 260
Sony MDR-CD480 40  Generally neutral and nicely detailed — comfortable too 250
Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. I 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 295
ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears.

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc

Sownd F

Olsons new Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional
hi-fi audio markets.

Each unit is fitted with a 10A mains R.F.l. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.

¥ Robust steel construction
¥ 13A Sockets

¥ 10A Panel Mount Fuse

¥ RF1 10A Mains Filter & Surge Suppressor

¥ External Earth Stud I
¥2m x 1.5mm Screened Cable
¥ UK Plug - 10A Fuse Fitted

¥ Colour Black

¥ Specials to order

Entertainment

TER YERDIC s
P oo O S TANMORE. MIDDX AT 10X

TEL: 020 8905 7273 FAX: 020 8952 1232
Entertainment, May 2001 email: sales@olson.co.uk www.soundfantastic.c
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IOUR SERVICE. VISA, MASTERCARD

AND SWITCH ACCEPTED
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Are you someone who is not easily satisfied? Someone who demands the very best, the
latest or perhaps the purest? Then you are going to love seeing what Unilet have in store.

Whether you are looking for a turntable or a state-of-the-art
home cinema set up, or perhaps that elusive speaker cable
that you read about in an American hi-fi magazine, you are
likely to find it at Unilet. For years Unilet has been the place
for the serious audiophile.

So why not come in and see us? You'll find us

tucked away off the High Street, opposite
Waitrose in New Malden, Surrey. We're
just yards away from the BR station and
a couple of minutes from the A3.

BADA

the symbol of security

For a copy of our latest
price list please call:

020 8942 9567

or check us .out on the web:
www.unilet.net

Unilet Sound and Vision Ltd.
35 High Street,

New Malden,

Surrey KT3 4BY

Fax: 020 8336 0820

W /ey
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The Hidden Hi-Fi Store



CABLES

Wires to hook your system together

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties:
interconnects and speaker cables.
Analogue interconnects come in

preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono)
plugs attached, though some equipment uses
XLR connectors for balanced connection —this
can be sonically advantageous, especially over
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

our favourite [#] BEST BUY [E8] EDITOR'S CHOICE

CABLES

Interconnects and speaker cables

BADGE? = PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.

Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward
as it might seem. One problem is that
components interact with the cables you use and
this often results in audible effects, but there are
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible
with any components, and we recommend the
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties
sound better than optical, given the choice, but
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs
(10m+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use
Toslink connectors, while most electrical types
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC
connection instead —check your components
before you buy.

SPECIFICATIONS
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ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS

Avid Black Reference SCT 700  Rich, slightly dark sound that is beguiling and highly informative 256

Black Rhodium lllusion 77 An upfront, lively, exciting cable which still manages subtlety when needed. Slight coloration though 248
Black Rhodium Opera 297 Very open, clear and detailed sound, with excellent extension at frequency extremes 260

Chord Company Signature 499  Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable 255
(] Chord Company Chorus 200  Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass 259
(=] Ecosse The Composer 30  Ahigh degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 211

Ecosse The Diva 100 Very good performance in all areas, with particularly fine, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 224

Kimber Silver Streak 242 Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues 241
2] Kimber Timbre 83  Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound — clean, extended and detailed 248
[] Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 Really lively and enjoyable sound 224
2] Townshend DCT100 100 Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional hint of hardness 241
Townshend Isolda DCT 300  Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire 234
(2] van den Hul The Bay C5 45 Terrific detail, nice balance — a great cable 224
[z] van den Hul The Well 85  Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine performance 241
[ee] van den Hul D102 Mk Il 79  Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail 234
[e2] Wireworld Solstice 5 70 Acable with alll-round appeal — treble is slightly ‘dark’ but bass is excellent and the overall balance very good indeed 259

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS

Kimber Select KS2020 629  Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any DAC, justifying the price E 260
(=] QED Qunex P75 25 Asuperbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced E 207
=] QED Qunex SR75 50  Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price E 234
(2] Supra Trico 40  Very well made digital/video cable which noticeably improves the sound of a cheap DAC E 241
B Supra ZAC 32 High grade fibre and quality plugs add up to a noticeable improvement over giveaway optical leads 0 259
(5] van den Hul Optocoupler I 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234

Black Rhodium S300 18  Tight, precise and extended bass makes this a great cable for rock ‘n’ roll 241

Chord Company Signature 117 Dynamic, solid sounding cable, but it's bulky and not very tractable 255

Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 227
E Electrofluidics 20/20 45 Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere — one of the best all-round cables available 241
(] Kimber 4PR 5  Considering the price, this cable’s very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 192
[e] Kimber 8VS 18  Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board. Price for 1m terminated pair 227

Kimber 8PR 21 Bass very full, just occasionally a touch flabby, but detailed and sweet upper frequencies make this a good value cable 241
(] Kimber 8TC 39  Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 203
(] QED Silver Anniversary 5 Afew minor flaws, but overall performance is very assured for this price 192
(e8] QED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 234

QED X-Tube XT400 20 Anpractical cable with a liking for lively music, but slightly less assured with subtle classical grooves 248
Townshend Isolda DCT 50  Cryogenically treated ‘impedance matched’ cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 241
(] Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound — heaps of bass and great insight 248

IEZZEX3® STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E — electrical, O — optical

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated
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www.audio-excellence.co.uk

WHERE TO FIND US...

BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311
2 Feathers Lane
basingstoke@audio-t.co.uk
BRENTWOOD 01277 264730
30 Crown Street
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk
BRIGHTON 01273 609431

69 London Road
brighton@audio-t.co.uk

BRISTOL 0117 926 4975

65 Park Street
bristol@audio-excellence.co.uk
CAMBERLEY 01276 685597
173-175 London Road

camberley@audio-t.co.uk

CARDIFF 029 2022 8565
134-136 Crwys Road
cardiff@audio-excellence.co.uk
CHELTENHAM 01242 583960
38 Winchcombe Street
cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk
CHESTER 01244 345576
88/90 Boughton
chester@audio-excellence.co.uk
EASTBOURNE 01323 731336
4 Albert Parade, Green Street
eastbourne@audio-t.co.uk

ENFIELD 020 8367 3132

159a Chase Side

enfield@audio-t.co.uk

EPSOM 01372 748888

15 Upper High Street
epsom@audio-t.co.uk

EXETER 01392 491194

156 Sidwell Street
exeter@audio-excellence.co.uk
GLOUCESTER 01452 300046

58 Bristol Road
gloucester@audio-excellence.co.uk

HIGH WYCOMBE 01494 558585
30-32 Castle Street
wycombe@audio-t.co.uk

LONDON: W. HAMPSTEAD
020 7794 7848 190 West End Lane
hampstead@audio-t.co.uk

OXFORD 01865 765961

19 Old High Street, Headington
oxford@audio-t.co.uk

PORTSMOUTH 023 9266 3604
29 London Road, North End
portsmouth@audio-t.co.uk

READING 0118 958 5463

4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall
reading@audio-t.co.uk
SOUTHAMPTON 023 8025 2827
10-12 Hursley Road Chandlers Ford
southampton@audio-t.co.uk

SWANSEA 01792 474608

9 High Street
swansea@audio-excellence.co.uk
SWINDON 01793 538222

60 Fleet Street

swindon@audio-t.co.uk

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 525666 6 High Street
tunbridge@audio-t.co.uk

WORCESTER 01905 619059
Independence House, The Trinity
worcester@audio-excellence.co.uk

All shops are closed on Sundays and Mondays

audio T

www.audio-t.co.uk

For your FREE copy of
MUSIC AT HOME
The Ultimate Guide 2004
Freephone 0500 101501

(quote ref HFCO04c)

or vist our web site
www.music-at-home.co.uk

PRICE PROMISE

WE KNOW YOU W@
BETTER SERVICE.

AUDIO EXCELLENCE and AUDIO T
work together to bring you the
benefits of buying from a large dealer:
highly trained staff, long guarantees,
competitive prices and the security of
61 joint years in business. But please
don’t think we're a chain of clones -
each of our stores is run as an
individual specialist shop with it's own
opinions and stock profile. You'll find
us enthusiastic and friendly because
we think that buying hifi should be as
much fun as listening to it!

CUSTOM INSTALLATION If you want
your Hi-Fi/Home Cinema integrated
seamlessly and/or invisibly into your
home we have dedicated teams who do
this to the highest standards. Call us for
advice on how you can enjoy music and
films all round your home.

EXPERIENCED STAFF

3 YEAR GUARANTEE ON

HI-FI SEPARATES

FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES
10 DAY EXCHANGES

30 DAY NO COST PENALTY UPGRADES
INTEREST FREE OPTION

ON SALES OVER £250*

HOME LOANS AND HOME
DEMONSTRATIONS

EVENING DEMONSTRATIONS

BY APPOINTMENT

*Subject to status. Written details on request

Main brands stocked: ACOUSTIC ENERGY, ARCAM, AUDIOVECTOR, B&W, BRYSTON, CHORD ELECTRONICS,
CRESTRON, CYRUS, DENON, DYNAUDIO, ELAC, GOLDRING, ISOBLUE, ISOTEK, KEF, LINN, LIVING CONTROL, LOEWE,
LUTRON, MERIDIAN, MICHELL ENGINEERING, MILLER & KREISELL, NAD, NAIM, NEC, NORDOST, ORTOFON,
PANASONIC, PIONEER, PMC, PROAC, PRO-JECT, PURE DIGITAL, QUAD, REGA, REL, ROTEL, RUARK, SHARP, SIM 2,
SPENDOR, TANNOY, TIVOLI RADIO, TOM EVANS, TOTEM ACOUSTIC, WHARFEDALE, WILSON BENESCH, YAMAHA and
many more. Not all products are stocked at all stores. Please check before travelling.




BUYER'S BIBLE
STANDS AND SUPPORTS

Equipment racks and speaker stands

If you want to get the most from your source and amp components,  because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne

it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a
equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold pair of small ‘bookshelf' or ‘standmount’ speakers, it's important to place
hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

our favourite [=-] BEST BUY [EG] EDITOR'S CHOICE

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
o =2 —
= s ¢ &
. 1< = | B =z
quxpment supports 7 % § ; z oz s
BADGE? = PRODUCT £ COMMENTS - = S |« o =4
Aavik Furniture A4 350  Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 80.5 47 4 MDF 193
Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 66,46 5 Glass 247
Atacama Equinox 280  Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 4 Glass 217
=] Audiophile Base 615  Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities — a worthy upgrade 82 43 4 MDF 193
Avid Isoschelf 1,100 An enthusiast’s equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 87.5 48 5 MDF 193
(=] Clearlight Audio Aspekt 600  Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value 75 53545 4 MDF 217
Custom Design Aspect 650 270  Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 66 46 4 Glass 206
[ Custom Design Concept400 700  Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space (‘Acoustic’ version tested — standard version £300) 74 48,40 4 Metal 247
Isoblue ‘The Stand’ 460  Attractive modular design that's as easy on the ear as on the eye 47 48,40 4 MDF 247
Naim Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 96 45,34 5 Glass 232
Quadraspire Q4 Reference 480  Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49,395 4 MDF 217
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988  Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240
[&] Sound Organisation Z560 195  Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50,40 5 Glass 217
] Standesign Design 4 190  An all-in-one support at a budget price, with good sonic performance 88.5 50.8 4 Glass 193
[ec] Townshend Seismic Stand 2/5 1,100 Multi-shelf air-suspension support which isolates like few others. Recommended 92 58, 45 5 MDF 24

our favourite [5] BEST BUY [E€] EDITOR'S CHOICE

SPEAKER STANDS T

2 =z < =
Speaker stands g ; cE B s
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS - = a2 =
=] Atacama Nexus 6 60  An excellent all-round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 60,50 14518 3 202
Custom Design RS 300 Mkl 100 A solid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 61,56,51 16.5,18 2 202
hne Cableway 395  Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 63 17,20 1 220
=] Kudos S50 159  Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 61 15,20 1 220
Partington Ansa 60 90  Elegant flat-packer ‘disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 18,15 4 232
3| Partington Dreadnought 100  Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 61 17,15 5 220
Sound Organisation 2522 95 Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 60 16 4 220
Townshend Seismic Sink 499  Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 4 38,48 0 202
| EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS K| HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform.
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.
EETE RT3 HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand

HFC “Best Buy”
HFC “Product of the Year”

Call us to listen.
tel: 01480 457300
www.avidhifi.co.uk

Contact us for your nearest dealer
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Season’s greetings from Superfi
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Kef MiSSiOI'I Special offers
100s more
offers regularly
updated
This package consists of Also, great deals on separate selling prices: ‘ Price promise
Mission V62 front, Mission | V60 ~ Was £199.95, Save £50  £149.95 |
. V6C centre, Mission VBAS V61  Was £349.95, Save £100 £249.95 }
© Subwoofer & M5DS Dipole V62  Was £499.95, Save £150 £349.95 *
surrounds. Choice of three V63  Was £599.95, Save £200 £399.95
real-wood finishes. Great V6C  Was £199.95, Save £50  £149.95
for SACD, DVD Audio VB6AS Was £499.95, Save £100 £399.95
Sun;l_)‘eﬁo; k?oc?kshelf design and home cinema.
with metal-dome tweeters. £8990.95 (Was £1499.95, All models and packages available in
aDr',‘;?i??a‘sas'i‘;f“,L.?;:E‘q{,";?;y‘f Save £600) black, beech or cherry.
real-wood veneer.
£99.95 ai
(Was £199.95, Save £100) NAD Speakers
Acoustic |
Kef, Whar X
Mission, Tannoy
Multi-region. Audiophile v
perforrrignce CD 5 and more
playback with Burr
Also matching Coda 80C Brown o/p amps.
centre speaker. £79.95 (Was £129.95 (Was £329.95,
£149.95, Save £70) Save £200)
Project Products
i |
The latest incarnation of Maple or dark cheny finish. ‘ e
this audiophile bargain. New improved design. } &) |
gowégtvit‘htsupeﬁor Auéo-tlune,tstation-seek { Lg?
(o] onearm. anda alamm tumer. | [ [
From £120.95 £99.95 | ll

Extensive product specs, Acoustic , Archos, While stocks last. E&OE.
useful product guides and  Denon, iRiver, KEF, Marantz, =~ You can buy online now
full order tracking. Mission, NAD, Pioneer, QED,  at www.superfi.co.uk.
Free delivery on all orders ~ Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, For more details email us
to the UK mainland Yamaha, Wharfedale, and at sales@superfi.co.uk
{excluding the Scottish Highlands) many more top brands. Tel: 0115 9789347

www.superfi.co.uk



TECHNICAL TERMS

5.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete
channels, typically front left and right,
centre, surround left and right, and LFE
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer.
BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a
characteristic frequency balance resulting
from emphasising parts of the audio
range and/or de-emphasising others.
BASS The lowest three octaves of the
audio band — hence ‘low bass' refers to
the bottom octave (20-40Hz); ‘mid-bass’
the middle octave (40-80Hz); and "upper
bass' the 80-160Hz octave.

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp)
Loudspeakers equipped with separate
access terminals to each drive unit can
be driven by separate (matching) power
amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire)
Loudspeakers with separate access
terminals to each driver can be driven by
separate cable runs between the amp
and each driver

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be
erased, though discs that have not been
completely filled can have tracks added
until the disc is finalised.

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD,
incompatible with older CD players
CLASS A The operation of an
amplifying stage or device in which
current always flows, as opposed to
Class B, where some of the devices are
effectively turned off some of the time
Class A tends to have the advantage of
offering lower distortion while Class B
tends to generate less heat.

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate
in Class A for the first fraction of a watt
and Class B thereafter.

CLIPPING An amplifier's output
waveform is ‘clipped’ if the volume is
advanced too far and no more ‘volts’ are
available to sustain ever-increasing
power levels. Distortion increases
dramatically at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is
used to generate a timing reference
signal. Used to synchronise the data
being taken from a disc.

CROSSOVER A simple electrical
network which divides the full
bandwidth signal received from the
power amplifier, apportioning
appropriate parts of the spectrum to the
various drive units.

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital
radio using frequencies in the band
217.5 - 230MHz. Broadcasters use
varying degrees of compression and offer
a broad range of programming.

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter.
The stage in any digital component at
which incoming digital data is used to
reconstruct a recognisable analogue
(music) waveform

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital
audio format that typically contains five or
more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX
whereside and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner
to DD that ‘steers” information to the
front LR, centre and mono surround
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer
which converts electrical energy into
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter.
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding
format used for SACD offers a frequency
response of over 100kHz and a dynamic
range over 120dB, it has over four times
the data capacity of CD.

DSP or Digital Signal Processor. Integrated
circuit that handles the decoding of digital
audio streams. In 5.1 processors it
separates the left from right and front
from rear while managing the various bass
options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound Competitor
to Dolby Digital with a reduced 41
compression ratio that, ostensibly,
promises higher quality.

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on
DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth
and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are
compatible with standard DVD players.
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital
connection that uses an electrical cable
rather than optical. Includes the balanced
(AES/EBU') interface.

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital
audio, both analogue and digital. These
are often very sophisticated in design, and
in total they probably have rather more to
do with the ‘personality’ of CD player
sound than most other factors.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of
frequencies, from low to high, which a
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE With speakers, the
complex electrical load that a

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier
which is driving it.

JITTER An insidious distortion specific to
digital audio caused by the clock, used to
regulate the conversion of data into
analogue audio, being imprecise.

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data
rate measurement system used primarily
with highly compressed formats such as
MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the
better the quality.

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern
source component (except phono
cartridges) gives an output in the region of
1-2V, referred to as ‘line level'. It follows
that all inputs labelled ‘CD’, ‘tuner’, 'aux’
or ‘tape’ are designed for this input level
and are thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method
of reducing the number of data bits
(density) without corrupting the original
description of the musical signal.

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in
data density by recourse to a psycho-
acoustical model that predicts what is, and
what is not, ‘audible’ within a sequence of
music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so
octaves of the audio band, where the ear

is most sensitive, covering the
approximate frequency span from

160Hz up to 3kHz.

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression
format for digital audio that drastically
reduces data content in order to squeeze
music through internet connections or
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a
hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of
resistance to alternating current, a source
with low output impedance (below 100
ohms) helps ensure compatibility with
most amplifiers, even with long
interconnect cables.

PCM (pulse code modulation) The

digital coding system for analogue
waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality
is limited by the oversample and bit rates
used — CD is 44.1kHz/16-bit while
DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24-bit.
PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the
audio band at the point where midrange
and treble meet.

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of
distortion or noise resulting from errors in
the description of the musical signal by
the digital code

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in
1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based
on DSD coding that offers high resolution
stereo and multichannel sound from
hybrid discs that can also be played on
ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the
musical waveform is sliced up into
discrete chunks. For CD this is 44.1kHz or
once every 0.023msec. DVD will also
support 48kHz and 96kHz
SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that
a speaker generates for a specific voltage
input. Expressed in decibels per watt (dB/
W)

THX Standards system for home cinema
set-ups which includes amplifier power
and speaker dispersion characteristics.
THX Ultra is more stringent than THX
Select

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by
Toshiba to the optical fibre signal
transmission system it invented for
consumer applications.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main
types of power semiconductor used in
solid state amplifier output stages.
TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of
the audio band, ie above 3kHz
TWEETER Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker
crossovers split the signal into two or
three frequency bands, a two-way speaker
can have more than two

drive units.

WATTS (per channel) The watt is the unit
of electrical power and the WPC

rating is the maximum average
undistorted power that an amp can
deliver to a typical speaker. However,
speaker sensitivity variations can make
more difference than amplifier output.

BUYER'S BIBLE

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright
sonic character.

AMBIENCE The impression of an
acoustical space, such as the
performing hall in which a recording
was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed.
ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s)
and instruments and the interactions
between them.

ATTACK The leading edge of a note
and the ability of a system to reproduce
the attack transients in music.
BALANCE Essentially tonal balance,
the degree to which one aspect of the
sonic spectrum is emphasised above
the rest. Also channel balance, the
relative level of the left and right stereo
channels.

BODY Fullness of sound, with
particular emphasis on upper bass.
Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker
with audible cabinet resonances.
BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the
upper midrange/lower treble.

DARK A tonal balance that tilts
downwards with increasing frequency.
Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it
follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability
of a component to reveal the subtle
information that is fundamental to high
fidelity sound.

DEPTH (of image) The perception of
music being reproduced behind the
loudspeakers and inhabiting a
reproduction of the acoustic space of
the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate elements of
the original sound and those which are
the first to disappear with lesser
equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of ‘juice’,
which usually comes across as fine-
grained and lean. Also a loss of
reverberation as produced by a damped
environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy
and wide dynamic range. Related to
perceived speed as well as contrasts in
volume both large and small.
EUPHONICAn appealing form of
distortion that generally enhances
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to

the harmonic elaborations of some
valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid
transients which increase the sense of
realism and ‘snap”.

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of
image projection.

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an
aggressive sound, a sense of the image
being projected in front of the speakers
and of music being forced upon the
listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound
which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and
sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable, forward,
aggressive sound with a metallic
tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive.
IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a
voice or instrument is in a particular
place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre,
energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest
sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of
cohesion and subjective ‘rightness’ in
the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.
OPAQUE Unclear, lacking
transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height and
‘air’, relates to clean upper midrange
and treble.

PACE Often associated with rhythm,
a strong sense of timing and beat.
PRESENCE A sense of an
instrument or voice occupying a
place in the listening room.
PRESENCE RANGE The upper
midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel
rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S’
sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed
and transient response can deliver
the immediacy or ‘snap’ of live
instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good
pace gives the impression of being
right on the money in its timing.
STURDY Solid, powerful, robust
sound.

THICK A lack of articulation and
clarity in the bass.

THIN Bass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an
instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in
tempo. See speed and pace.
TRANSIENT The leading edge of a
percussive sound. Good transient
response makes the sound as a
whole more live and realistic.
TRANSPARENCY, TRANSPARENT
A hear-through quality that is akin to
clarity and reveals all aspects of
detail.

TWEAK To tune a system or
componentin an attempt to get the
best performance from it.
TWEAKER Someone who enjoys
this process.

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited
transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower
midrange/upper bass.

WEIGHT A sense of substance and
underpinning produced by deep,
controlled bass.
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“ACHIEVE NIRVANA”

Hi-F1 CHOICE
© 2010 series: Y % % % Y% What Hi-Fi
© 3010 series: & & %3 & %3 Hi-Fi World
e Classics series : Product of the Year 2003 /04 Hi-Fi Choice

2 tne
high fidelity engineering

www.exposurehifi.com since 1974

Affordable High Performance Phono Amplifier
from Trichord Research - fully adjustable for
ANy CARTRIAGE

Dino

Moving Coil

Moving Magnet BEST BUY
Switchable Gain HI-FICHDICE
Switchable Loading Wi
Super Regulators k
Discrete Output Stage

Upgradeable Power Supply  Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600

wWW.TRICHORdREseEARCH.com

Re I ea S e Solutions for better music & movies

the full potential
of your system

Start at the beginning! The truth is that poor mains
quality ruins the sound of even the best
equipment.The better the equipment the

bigger the difference. Our Russ Andrews 0
Mains Blocks and PowerCables remove

mains pollution effectively,
giving you a deeper more
extended bass and a
sweeter more
natural sound.

Exclusive UK retailer for

FAKIMBER KABLE

Phone UK Local Rate 0845 345 1 550

& (quote: ACHOICE) for a FREE catalogue or order online at

www.russandrews.com

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd,
Windermere Road, Staveley, Kendal LA8 9PL.
Int tel: +44 1539 825500 Fax: +44 1539 825540




Accessories shop [, [1][

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice accessories shop

Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone,
order online, drop us an email or fill out the order form below and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simpler!
characteristics with the other cones

I ‘ and cups in the RDC range. The

Controlling resonance within an
audio or audio visual set-up is a

SHOWCASE

vital element for anyone seeking the RDC Combi Base can be used as either a
benefit of high-quality playback. jEiBase support for the RDC Cone Cups or as
Clearlight Audio's award-winning High quality a cap for RDC 2 or RDC 5 cones.

R isolation system
RDC (resonance deadening

compound) has been put to good use
once again in a new 'Combi Base'
which can be used with their already
highly regarded RDC 2, RDC 5 and
Cone Cups.

Tests prove this combination gives
astonishing improvements in all
equipment, especially digital
front-end hardware including CD and
DVD players.

Combi Base £49.95 (Qty 4)

Key Features

« Suitable for all
audio and AV
systems

* Highly versatile
configurations

« Ideal upgrade
for RDC 2, RDC 5

RDC Combi Base

Leading players in the field of
isolation products, Clearlight Audio
have just launched their new Combi
Base. The Combi Base is an awesome

For our full selection of quality audio or RDC Cone Cups addition to Clearlight's isolation RDC 5 £19.95 (Qty 4)
accessories please visit our dedicated 1 Isr']’;z:f e=cand arsenal. Although simplicity itself, the RDC 2 £29.95 (Qty 4)

strength of the Combi is its synergistic

www.choicebits.co.uk

RDC Cone Cup £19.95 (Qty 4)

website at www.choicebits.co.uk

= 0870 240 7228

LS
Aand

L4
AN/ 4

Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP £21.95 ':] Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £14.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf ~ £549.95 D
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £24.95 D Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £4.95 |:] Clearlight Audio RDC 1 Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 D
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £69.95 D Alisop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 I:'
Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £2195 [] Allsop Radial CD Cleaner £1095 [] Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 [ ]
Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 D Allsop Motorised Scratch Repair System £29.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) £44.95 D
Clearaudio Quadra Record Clamp £69.95 [] Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £13.95 [ Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £19.95 []
Clearlight Audio (RDC) Record Puck £54.95 [] DeoxIT Contact Cleaner (200ml) £1395 [ Clearlight Audio RDC Combi Base (Qty 4) £49.95 [ ]
Loricraft Stroboscopic Light £49.95 [] Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £1495 [] Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £109.95 []
Michell Engineering Record Clamp £22.95 D Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 D IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) £19.95 [:,
Michell Universal Dust Cover £44.95 D Knosti Disco Antistat Manual Record Cleaner £44.95 D Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54.95 \:’
Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.95 D Knosti Record Cleaning Fluid (1Litre ) £14.95 D Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) £14.95 D
Pebbles 'The Weight' Rega Modification £6795 [] I'Art du Son Record Cleaner (5Litre) £2795 [] Spectral Polipods Support Systems (Qty 8) £1495 [
Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5.95 D Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 ':] Townshend 3D Seismic Isolation Platform £234.95 D
Pro-Ject Bubble Level £1495 [] Last Record Preservative £3995 [] Voodoo AIRTEK (430x360mm / 20kg) £23495 []
Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £7.50 D Last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 D
Ringmat Developments The Ringmat £49.95 D Last Stylast Stylus Treatment £29.95 D
Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.95 D Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £24.95 E\
Shure Stylus Force Gauge £2495 D Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (Qty 50)  £14.95 \:’ The Complete Guide To High End Audio £24.95 D
‘The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.95 |:| Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 |:| Home Theatre For Everyone £19.95 |:|
Onzow Zerodust Stylus Cleaner £29.95 |:] How to Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable £7.50 D
ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) £13.95 [] The LP Is Back £9.95 |:|
Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.95 I:'
Allsop DVD Optimiser/Laser Lens Cleaner £1995 D
S e995 [ Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk
AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £3495 []
AZ CD Clips £795 [ Name:
Bedini Hand Held Clarifier MkIl £69.95 []
Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 D Address:
Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade £1495 D
Densen DeMagic CD £11.95 D
Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD SetUp Disc ~ £19.95 [] Postcode: ek
Furutech RD-2 Disc Demagnetizer £219.95 D
oty e, Do & jnertonC0 €145 01 | o s o € 2 s s e
Lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc £19.95 D
Marigo Orpheus CD Crosshow Mat £79.95 D DDDD DDDD DDDD DDDD DDD Signature
Opus3 Showcase (HDCD) £1495 [] Valid From Expires Issue number (Switch)
Richard Black's USH.ER. CD £1495 [ T UK postage:
Ringmat CDi Blue £3995 D Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and sent Postage is £2.00 for the first item and £1.00 thereafter.
Ringmat The Statmat MkIl £19.95 [] it to: PO. Box 5996, NEWBURY, RG20 4XH All Prices include VAT at 17.5%.
Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) £1785 [ Alte!-r.latively, givg usa call on: 0870 240 7228 European/ International fales:
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage
Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £2495 [] Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive.
XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.95 D This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bit under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorsale.
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Advertisement

...too many
people today know
the price of
everything and the
value of nothing.

Oscar Wilde

%

What,

o
S

Where

TO BUY YOUR HI-FI

Get the best system for your money by asking our
Top Twenty UK specialist hi-fi dealers.

Isn't it easy to buy a new system? You read
the magazine product reviews, you find out
who sells the recommendations, five-star
favourites or best buys at the cheapest
price, you order the system, get a friend who
knows his onions to install it - and live
happily ever after.

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads
to dissatisfaction, endless upgrades and a
lot of wasted money. It's likely that the
system will help you lose interest in music
pretty rapidly. The problem is that there are
more myths about hi-fi than Aesop’s Fables.
CD gives you perfect sound. All CD players
sound the same. A £50 CD player plays high
fidelity music. All magazine reviewers are
experts. Big speakers are always better than
small ones. More watts per channel is
everything. MP3 format gives you high
quality. A collection of ‘Best Buy’
components will be a great system. And so
on and so on. All myths.

SYSTEM

Music - the real aim

Our aim must be to buy a hi-fi system
that will prove musically satisfying, reliable
and deliver true value for money. If the
system doesn't excite you musically you've
wasted your money. What is even worse is
that you may not even realise you've bought
a bad egg — you'l just switch the TV on
instead and your desire to listen to music will
gradually diminish. Have you ever been in a
pub or club where you realise it's very
difficult to conduct a conversation, even to
the extent of being really tiring”? A poor
quality system continuously distorts but |
don’t mean it necessarily reaches the point
of audibly breaking up. With a top quality
system you can play music very loudly and
still hold a conversation because it’s free of
distortion.
A poor system is tiring to listen to even when
it's played at low volume. If you want proof,
go into a shoe or clothes shop where they
play background ‘music’ and try to enjoy
listening. It's odds on you'll fail.

What and Where to buy

So where do you start. Perhaps it's
better to say what you don't start with and
that is WHAT. It's better to start with WHERE.
There is only one way to give yourself the
best chance of getting it right first time, and
that's through a specialist hi-fi dealer. Now
it's likely you have preconceived ideas that
may put you off visiting one. Although you
would welcome the advice and guidance,
you don't know the technical jargon. You
don't want to be talked down to. Your friend
has said they only sell expensive gear and
they're not interested if you don't have a big
budget. They're expensive. Again, just
myths. Most specialist hi-fi dealers are
running their business because, above all,
they love music. They spend a large portion
of their time listening to music and



comparing systems to get the best
possible results. They know the
component combinations which don’t gel
together and, conversely, they know the
combinations which give the best
performance within a given price range.
But they all also know the system must
suit you.

Buying or being sold to?

Now there’s a group of long-established
specialist dealers who are totally
committed to putting the customer first.
Their idea of ‘selling’ is to discuss your
requirements, offer their advice, give you
the best options, then play the systems
for you and allow you to be the judge.

Listening to your choice of music in a
peaceful, well organised demonstration
room, you may be surprised and, almost
certainly, relieved to discover how easy it
is to hear the differences between
components and between systems. You'll
be able to make a clear and informed
decision about what to buy. It comes
down to trusting your own judgement
rather than the opinion of a reviewer
you've never met ...and who won't refund
your money if you're not satisfied or be at
the end of a phone to sort out any
problem you might encounter.

The story doesn’t end there. These shops
won't abandon you once you've put your
hand in your pocket. They won't leave
you to set up the system you've selected
as best you can. They'll install it in your
home, make sure it sounds great, and
make sure you're entirely happy with the
way it works. Why? Because a high
proportion of these dealers’ custom
comes through people who have bought
from them before, either directly or by
recommendation. It's vital to them to get it
right for you.

Getting the best deal

Oscar Wilde wrote "...too many people
today know the price of everything and
the value of nothing." Specialist retailers
know that not all potential purchasers will
seek them out. They tend to attract the
more discerning, thoughtful customers.
Let's face it, a good deal is about a great
deal more than just price. After all, unless
you've got money to burn, you'll be living
with your new system for years. Most of
these dealers offer much longer
equipment guarantees than provided by
the manufacturer, a very worthwhile
benefit, but it also makes it in the dealer’s
interest to ensure high build guality and
reliability. Maybe you could save a few
pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll

OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS

&

lose out on the overall package.
As far as the dealers are
concerned, maybe they believe
that taking care of their
customers properly is a nicer way
of doing business than just
handing over boxes.

Listed below are 20 of the
best hi-fi shops in the
country. They have been selected
because they are known to do an

excellent job in guiding
customers towards hi-fi that will
give them years of musical
enjoyment and total satisfaction.

STAR QUALITIES

VALUE FOR MONEY

bE 6 f 0l

SERVICE

* K Kk Kk K

FACILITIES

* ok k ok ok

VERDICT

LONDON

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI

190a New North Road

020 7226 5500

SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS
61/63 Webbs Road, Battersea
020 7924 2043

SOUTH

Ashford Kent
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI

40 High St. 01233 624441
Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI
216 Moulsham Street
01245 265245

East Grinstead

AUDIO DESIGNS

26 High St. 01342 314569
Horsham AUDIO DESIGNS
7-9 Park Place

01403 252255

Brighton THE POWERPLANT
40 Church Road, Hove
01273 775542
Kingston-upon-Thames
INFIDELITY

9 High Street Hampton Wick
020 8943 3530

Rayleigh, Essex
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

44a High St. 01268 779762
Ringwood, Hampshire
PHONOGRAPHY

Star Lane 01425 461230
Southend-on-Sea
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

132/4 London Road

01702 435255
Southampton PHASE 3 HI-FI
37 Bedford Place

023 8022 8434

Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI
213-217 Tarring Road
01903 245577

MIDLANDS

Banbury OVERTURE

3 Church Lane

01295 272158
Birmingham

SOUND ACADEMY

152a High Street, Bloxwich
01922 493499

Coventry FRANK HARVEY
163 Spon Street

024 7652 5200

Leicester CYMBIOSIS

6 Hotel St. 0116 262 3754

NORTH

Cheadle THE AUDIO WORKS
14 Stockport Road

0161 428 7887

Oldham AUDIO COUNSEL
12/14 Shaw Road

0161 633 2602
Nottingham

CASTLE SOUND & VISION
48/50 Maid Marian Way
0115 9584404

Sheffield

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS

184 Fitzwilliam St

0114 275 6048

Warrington

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO

29 Gaskell Street

01925 261212

York SOUND ORGANISATION
2 Gillygate 01904 627108

SCOTLAND

Glasgow STEREO STEREO
260 St. Vincent Street

0141 248 4079

N. IRELAND
Belfast

LYRIC HI-FI
429-431 Lisburn
Road

028 90 381296

QUALITY

ASSURED
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LOUDSPEAKERS

“The little Xen is an excellent micro-monitor, notable for
it's exceptionally smooth, clean and open sound.”
Paul Messenger, HI-Fi+ magazine

An LS3/5A for the 21st Century?

The Leema Xen is the culmination of twelve man years of
research and development by ex-BBC engineers.

The design objective was simple:
To produce the best performing and best sounding miniature
loudspeaker in the world.

Originally released to critical acclaim in the professional audio
arena, Xens soon became sought after by music enthusiasts
the world over.

Xen redefines the standard for miniature |oudspéakers, with
unsurpassed power, rhythm and holographic imaging abilities.

Reviewers also agree, Xen is a true masterpiece. X

Book a demon§tra i
our distributor %

Distribution: e Leema Electro Acoustics Limited

Contact Paul Woodward Web: www.leema-acoustics.com
" ISOL-8 Ltd. ' : E-mail: info@leema-acoustics.com
*T: 0208-404-4104 ; T: 01470-511248
M:'O7979-745662

Award Winning Retailers...

kers Hi-Fi

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

» Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000

) Widest choice in the area P Independent advice

» Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners

P Over 35yrs experience P Qualified staff

» Comfortable dem rooms P Superb showrooms

» Main road location P Major car parks nearby
“y ; P Insurance estimates ) Service Dept.
Brojest 4 > Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
QUAD 4 : ) Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit)  *subject to status
REL 1 9 4 ‘ 1 P Delivery & installation
:::::: o l E ' » Part Exchange
SME | ) : » Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.

Spendor = L » Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.
Sugden :

TAGMcLaren‘ j i : | 24 G|”ygate, YOFk YO31 7EQ

Tannoy

TEAC Tel: 01904 629659

Trichord
Unison Researt

Van Den Hul T www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

Wharfedale

NS Sialistc in high fidelity sound reproduction - since 1967
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BRIGHTON HiFt EXCHANG

www.hifiguy.co.uk
01424 201157 OR 07734 436180

@® We are the south coasts leading
stockists of quality used and ex dem
HIFI equipment.

@® We will travel anywhere in the
country to pickup or deliver equipment

@® We update our website everyday
with used and xdem equipment

@® We are also agents for the following
products: plus many others.

C.A.T.
Gamit
Graham
Cabbase
Pass Labs

Acoustic Zem
Audience
Reference 3A
Transfiguration
Vincent
Hovland

Plinius
Boulder
BAT

Clear Audio
Oracle
Border Patrol

We have just been
appointed the
dealership for
the superb Oracle
Delphi turntable

Now on demonstration
(Read July 2004 issue of Hifi News magazine

AUDIGRESEARCH LS 2 .. .. o L B795_ - £2,200
AUDIORESEARCHECDS. . ¢ ccecs s v ot cdiige vt £3:250. .. ... .- £5,500
MACINTOSH MC2000 ANIVERSARY . . .................... £6,995....... £15,000
MACINTOSH C200 TWOBOXPRE. ... .................... £3260. .. ... .. £7,000
SONUS FABER GUARNERI (9 months old). . ................ £3,250........ £5,295
MAGNUM DYNALAB MD208 RECIEVER. .. ................. 22996 .. .. .. £1,600
MARK LEVINSON 335 POWERAMP . . . .. .................. £4,250. ....... £7,500
MARK LEVINSON 380 PREAMP. .. ... ... ... ... ........... B2800: .-, £5,500
MARKLEVINSONIBEO0SIDAG -0 o .o, 0. .. . . £3,260. .. .. £7,995
MARK LEVINSON 33 MONOBLOCKS . ..................... ERON - . £39,000
WILSON MAX (FERRARIGREY). . ....................... £18,995. . .. ... £40,000
CONRAD JOHNSON PREMIER 140 . . . .................... £4,500. . ...... £7,500
CONRAD JOHNSONPREMIER 11 .. . ... .. ... ............. 21985 . - 2: = £3,800

BAT VK60

MICHELL ALECTO/MONOS.
MICHELL ARGO/HERA. . . .
RIGNEERPDOSCD 6\l i bt -
AUDIONOTE EAC INTEGRATED = -~ . . . .., e b oo

MERIDIAN 596 DVDPLAYER . .. ......................... £1.200 - .. ..
WADIA7@9 FOURBOXCD ... . . - icicvonenisconnonnses £6,500. . ... ..
AUDIEEREBEARCGHWVIBOs . e e om0 S L £850. ...\
KRELEFPBEO0C, = o e e £6.500. . ..
MARTIN LOGAN SEQUALS/SL3PANELS .. ................. 81200, .-
REFERENCE 3A ROYALVIRTUOSOS. .. ................... £2,450. . .
WESTERN ELECTRIC GOTHAMS . ....................... £5,500. . .
MARTINLOGANQUEST Z. ..............ccoiviinnanennn £1,900........

BATVKS(cdplayer). .. ... ... .. .o PE L.
BRYSWON 2B S Sl b, - o e s i
PEINIUSIEAR (preamp): .- . il e s cnsill oo o
KRELL FPB 700 CX . ...
LUMLEY ST 70 (poweramp)

THIS IS A VERY SMALL SELECTION OF OUR USED AND EX DEM STOCK,
FOR MORE UPTO DATE LISTING PLEASE PHONE OR CHECK WEBSITE

www.hifiguy.co.uk

NOTEWORTHY AUDIO

Hi-fi by enthusiasts

Selected products inciude
*Audio Note One times oversampling DAC's
«Chord Signature digital, analogue & speaker cables
+Cut Loose Audio battery powered digital amplification
*Graves Audio speakers and amplifiers
*Isotek Gll mains products
+Living Voice Auditorium, Avatar & OBX-R2
*Music First Audio TVC Copper & Silver pre amplifiers
*Nordost accessories, signal and mains cables
*PMC GB1, FB1 and OB1 loudspeakers
*ProAc Response D38 Loudspeakers
*Shanling CDT-100 valve CD player
«Silver Arrow cables silver foil cables
*Something Solid suspended racks and stands
+StoetKit valve kit and factory built amplifiers
*Sugden CD21 & A21 class A amplifier
*Unison Research Electronics
-Verdier Control B valve pre amplifier
*Voodoo Airtech supports

and many more
Please see our website for more details, plus show re-
ports, special offers and accessories.

Clearcover
We hold what we believe are the last remaining stock from
Clearcover, who sadly ceased trading in May 2004. Whilst stocks
last we are able to offer these superb turntable covers and bases at
discounted prices.

Call for more information or visit our website.

Noteworthy DIY
~Stoetkit superb range of Valve amplifier kits star ting from
£395, *Audio Note Dac Kits from £550, <Lowther drive units,
*PHY Drive units and connectors, *KR Valves, *Wonder Sol-
der, *Eichmann phono and 4mm plugs, *Furutech IEC sock-
ets and plugs, *Inca Gold plated mains plug, *DeoxIT contact
cleaner, *Unsleeved 0.5mm Pure silver wire.
Visit noteworthyaudio.co.uk/diy for further details or call to
reserve a copy of our soon to be released DIY brochure.

NOTEWORTHY AUDIO
36 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2LH.
Open 9.30 to 5.30 Tuesday to Saturday
Tel: 01296 422224
www.noteworthyaudio.co.uk

Sigh-fi

Rationalise your desires

1trnative

AUDIO

t: 01984 624242

e: peter@altern

i
k
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SALES AND SERVICES BIRMINGHAM

THE MANUFACTURERS’ —
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY : sound cinergy

speci

Tues - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm
Free Car Parking

01922457926

WWW. i co.uk
)

s Unlae..

N\ and much, much more.

3 Hi - Fi Studios Home Trials Home Cinema Theatre
In House Service Department Mail order available

\WE ARE HERE s,

Idfield, Birmingham

HI-FICHOICE

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL STUART HARRIS

= 01225 442244

E-mail stuart.harris@futurenet.co.uk

:SOUND GALLERY

To hear truc emotion from music, why not?

Relax in the comfort of one of our demonstration rooms,

free advice in a relaxed & friendly atmosphere - 2 demonstration rooms - and b IBQUSS the thrill of the Naim audio UCLIEAC S

childs play area - home demonstrations - 0% finance available -
mon - sat 9am - 5pm - out of hours appointments

www. hifichoice.co.uk

Lend us your ears and
we’ll blow your mind . ..

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon,

Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Mitchell,
Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel,
Ruark, Sony, Tag Mcl.aren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics,
Yahama and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire’s
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

MANDERS

= 1-FI LTD.

SATELLITE SALES

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

65 Castle Street, High Wycombe Bucks
http://www.soundgallery.co.uk
email: home@soundgallery.co.uk

01494 531682




Dealer Guide | Classified|
t  supeolx

p——— e

em—

hl fl for grown upS | HI-FI & HOME THEATRE SPECIALISTS
>hardware >cartridges

wwwiHIEiIBitZ co uk Booll o | HOME CINEMA.

imfocus [ | . PLASMATV.
lexicon cables I CUSTOM INSTALL.
el R | 87CLAYTON STREET
W<l nordost |
naim audio dnm [ NEWCASTLE
jDeat **?h:adpm“es | www.globalhificentre.com
. .l ; info@globalhificentre.com |
AUDIO MODS WEB WATCH frichord L | T:0191230 |
I W | c . h | = .g
‘( i
fG\uw.audincominlernational.coa\ www.MonoPulse.co.uk ( 01478 ) 6 551 7 1
N 73) 655172 NATIONALINSTALLATIO
audiocominicrra ACROSS CUENIECEEE signals.uk.com ‘ CUWMELE’:WT'CDE%NAND‘WWWNW“W
B e e s i S s 32. Does exactly what it says - in the tin? ARV RN nals.u k.com

Mo n olP

ujjjsje

* We our synchronised-transient steel-bound
speakers give startling realism

* HI-FI Choice: "delivers a coherance and timing ‘B m W@]]]J P hl ?
\ that's positively electrifying.” ) ro em =

-

Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud

It’'s a common problem. The usable range on the volume
control is all down at the bottom end and fine control at
the low listening levels is either difficult or impossible.
The noise floor may be audible too. There is now a
simple and effective solution - the Rothwell In-Line
Attenuators.They can be used with pre/power or
integrated amps to cure the problems of excess gain and
bring sonic benifits even with the most expensive equipment.

!
HeregsaYour

€ hd>

Hand - made by
Andrew Rothwell himself.
Beware of imitations!

HI-FICHOICE

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL
STUART HARRIS

= 01225 442244

E-mail S
stuart.harris@futurenet.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE (AND BEYOND!)
The cost is only £39 per pair delivered. To order call
This Month’s Hot Deals O 1 204 3661 33 or visit www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

InFocus ScreenPlay 4800 Projector Cyrus CD6 CD Player ; Excellent reviews in Hi-Fi Choice, Hi-Fi World, Hi-Fi Plus, What Hi-Fi & www_tnt-audio.com

+ 10m High Definition Component + Cyrus 8vs Amplifier
Video Lead + Wharfedale Evo30 Speakers
+ Cyrus Interconnect + 2x5m QED
Total RRP £1225 XT400 Speaker Cable with Mk2 plugs

Hot Deal £799 Total RRP £2400 Hot Deal £1899

HI-FICHOICE

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL STUART HARRIS

= 1225 442244

E-mail stuart.harris@futurenet.co.uk

Roksan Kandy Mklll CD Player Arcam DV89 DVD Player

+ Roksan Kandy Mkill Amplifier Multi-region, PAL Progressive Scan
+ Wharfedale Evo30 Speakers DVD-Audio

+ Cyrus Interconnect + 2x5m QED
XT400 Speaker Cable with Mk2 plugs RRP £1300

Total RRP £2400 Hot Deal £1899 Hot Deal £599

See website for other Hot Deals from Denon. Pioneer, KEF, Roksan, Yamaha etc etc

www.creative-audio.co.uk
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contact:

= O’Brien Hi-Fi %= The Cartridge Man

ARCAYOIS * AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO RESEARCH * AUDIO TECHNICA ¢ AVID * BEYER o CABLETALK * CHORD «
CREEK » DIAPASON * DYNAVECTOR * EPOS * GOLORING * JADIS * JEKLIN ® MICHELL » MOON * NAQ * NAIM «

ONKYO « OPERA » OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM » QED « REGA * RESON + SENNHEISER * SME « SONNETEER » SONUS It doesn’t have to cost an arm and leg to get the best
FABER * SUGDEN » TEAC * THORENS » TRANSPARENT CABLES » UNISON RESEARCH * ORIGIN LIVE » TRIANGLE — listen to my Koetsu — and — Decca — eater.
WATERFALL » WILSON N - p .
= . Dem o « Details on Request Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.
RRP Our Price Valve equipment re-build service available.
Arcam Nicam Tuner (s/h) Was £300 Now £75 . . . .
Audio Analogue Cherubini tuner (ex-demo) boxed/perfect Was £725 Now £300 — Plus Cartrldge re-tipping service
Audio Analogue Donizetti (¢ ) perfect Was £1050 Now £550
Audio Analogue Maestro CD (new) £1700 £1300 020 8688 6565
Audio Analogue Paganini (new) Was £895 Now £699
Audio Analogue Puccini SE Amplifier (new) Was £895 Now £699 M . W W N
Copland CDA288 (s/h), new mechanism Was £1800 Now £795 WebSlte' WwWw 'thecartrldgeman'com
Copland CDA822 (ex-demo) £1598 £1348
Opera Centro (centre channel) (s/h) Was £430 Now £225
Opera Duetto (s/h) Was £500 Now £280 ST0CKISTS OF: INFOCUS PROJECTORS Proac
ProAc Studio (rosewood) boxed Was £1900 Now £795 AVID TURNTABLES Livin ControL PRIMARE
gﬁ;g::‘e%rpszﬂﬁzvf)h""‘) stage (ex-demo) ANTHONY GALLO M Lags QuADRASPIRE
Transparent MusicLink Plus (1m) new Auniouest Lexicon ReL Acoustics
Theta"[_!aéas% CDd(nbew krm!ch)f the AUDIO.VISUAL Lounge BISIEIGISIE Ly Roxsan
Zingalli oxed, books, perfect (HoRD ELECTRONICS Musicat Fioeury Ruark
Dau Monitor Auoio Stano Uniaue
seeing and hearing ts believing,
i S 5 3 . y S |: DRAPER SCREENS Nap Tanoy
B a1 o8y EXPOSURE NokoosT Viewwa Acousnics
AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL Je s R gy Oxtoron Vi Dex HuL
0% Instant Finance Available - Written details on request Himaci PRoseCt and many more

Demonstration room e Free car parking ® Major Credit Cards
Personal Export « Mail Order « Installation Service ¢ Repair facilities
5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo ¢

Specialist in audio and visual entertainment systems
from the world’s best manufacturer’s

60 Durham Rosalsms\Nfr::tA\i\l(ﬁ;yl:TZ(:z: Bf;:gznzéw;;“ﬁm“ 10 the AUDIO.VISUAL lounge, Tel: 020 7375 3691 Fax: 020 7377 1756
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331  Email: Shop@obrienhifi.com 135-137 Commercial Street, London E1 6BL  Email: info@theavlounge.com

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday
SPEAKER KITS FROM LP.L. ACOUSTICS

HERTFORDSH'RE : ! The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top

quality drive units and components to achieve sound quality and bass extension
equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £800 to £3.000. The Plus Kits

Living Nolco i Sudspeckers include all that is required apart from the woodwork, but plain or veneered

Tom Evans Audio Design

Resolution Audio . - - : ‘ gahincl kits are available. Please see website. or send for catalogue for
Neat Acoustics . ‘ - full details.
Border Patrol . . 1 KIT SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUSKIT P&P
DNM/Reson o i , |
Audio Physic e ; 5 W 5 M3tl 5" Morel. 1" Seas treb 810x 191 x 261 £226.00 £9.50
LFD Audio - . i - S3u 6.5" IPL PP. 1" Seas treb 903 x 230 x 350 £200.00  £10.00
~ Iy~ 7 an " o .

- ~ “ ‘ . ! il S3tim 6.5" IPL metal. 1" Seas treb 903 x 230 x 350 £248.00  £10.00
thC Sognd pra(' tice, & 2ovhh Olniee . - ; | S3umRib 6.5" IPL metal. Ribbon treb 903 x 230 x 350 £403.00  £10.00
architects of extraordinary ® Help & advice . . ! Sl 8" VIFA PP. Seas treb 960 x 276 x 400 £258.21  £11.00
2 channel audio systems | ® Mall order — g 8 Ssu 10" Audax. 5" mid. [" treb 1080 x 320 x 400  £435.00  £12.00

S e f(;cﬁhes | Send cheque (or postal order) made payable to Mr 1. P. Leslie at
$ Open 7 days IPL. ACOUSTICS, Chelsea Villa, Torrs Park, Ilifracombe, Devon EX34 8AY.
# Products tested 01271 867439.
www.thesoundpractice.com . ; ~ Alternatively vi§il our website at iplacoustics.co.uk or send a 47p SAE »for
. . . catalogue detailing Transmission line, Hi Fi, and AV Kkits, including; Active
surgery@hesoundpructlce.com AL subwoofers. drive units, Silver PTFE cables. and Quality Accessories.
St Albans (01727) 893 928 . - www.iplaco

HUGE expensive "High End" KT88 valves

: are more
transformers expensive

Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £100 overseas , within 30 days )
that our “Hi Fi Myth Exposed” are true ! Customers use our amplifiers with “High End” ’ ) than 6550
speakers like £8,000 J M Lab Mezzo Utopia , Yamaha NS-1000M Studio Monitors Unbelievably s

* huge

with Beryllium metal dome midrange + tweeter , Linn Isobariks , RTL transmission T

lines , £3,500 Martin Logan , Quad ESL 57 , ESL 63 , smaller Sonus Faber

Hi Fi Myth Exposed (part 1) Our £1,000 “High End” 80 watts + 80 watts VALVE
amplifier will probably sound as loud as £10,000 160 watts + 160 watts
TRANSISTOR amplifiers because most transistor amplifiers clip violently

(and audibly) and most 6 inch speakers struggle with 10 watts of bass, so the rest

i i i | expensive
of the amplifier power is as useful as 160 m.p.h. cars in crowded town centres ! non-magnetic

stainless
: o 3 i steel Ultra Lin Connectlon
Hi Fi Myth Exposed (part 2) The most important sound on the CD of your favourite - 5 050 £1 150 £1.250 £1,400

singer is the voice of your favourite singer. Our £250 valve amplifier + hilariously Compare our HUGE powerful
priced £250 “ 3 way “ speaker + good “live” recording will trick you into believing that

the singer is in the room with you ! Our £1,400 “High End” valve amplifier will do this
trick, with 10% to 20% of studio recording. We challenge you to do this trick with
transistor amp or transistor / valve hybrid amp, £250 cable, £250 of modification
with £10 volume control, capacitors, etc. We also promise huge reduction of
irritating sibilance ( e.g. “his“ sound like “hisssssk” ) , even with £250 valve amp !

Reliable valves
have 2 years
guarantee, and
NOT the

“typical”

Hi Fi Myth Exposed (part 3) Most people will prefer our MODIFIED IN ENGLAND
valve amplifiers ( from £600+ ) to most transistor amplifiers, most valve amplifiers
like TAC 34 , TAC 88, TAC 834 , Roger Cadet , £4,000 power amplifier and

£25,000 monoblocks. There is a difference between “High Price” and “High End” TAC834 & ; 80 watts + 80 watts
EL34 valves are bigger [ AT ge! "Distortion matched

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime ol AR IR SOWERe 2nd more powartal || famous Russian
or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard'’s SinlesoStaean. o ; ma"%?‘gg ;
review in Gramophone Magazine and ) Ve

Summary of 21 testimonials
www.affordablevalvecompany.co.uk
www.affordablevalvecompany.com :

4 years of proven reliability, for many Uﬁg’gf%%%'e :

models. 2 years guarantee for most Money back - KT88 Triode Connection

models. 1 year guarantee for £250 amp Ssisiacion £250with 1 year guaranee  + £50 for carriage

(tess £30 , within 30 days ) £300 with 2 years guarantee  + £50 for used valves

Ultra Linear

£600 £700



John Roberts: t. 01562 731100

f. 01562 730228

m. 07721 605966

THE OLD CHAPEL, FORGE LANE,
BELBROUGHTON. DY9 9TD
sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

ELECTRONICS

Accuphase, Audio Analogue, Audio Research, Belcanto, Conrad Johnson,
Copland, Creek, Densen, DCS, Electrocompaniet, Krell, Lavardin, Magnum
Dynalab, Nagra, Orpheus, Pathos, Primare, PS Audio, Reson/Resolution Audio,
Spectral, Sugden, Trichord, Unison Research, Wadia, 47 Laboratory.
LOUDSPEAKERS

Audio Physic, ATC, Avalon, JM Labs, Konus Audio, Pen Audio, Proac, Peak
Consult, Martin Logan, REL, Sonus Faber, Velodyne, Verity Audio.

Call it what you will, but at the end of the track, it's all about trusting your ears. About letting the simplicity of design, the

energy and flow of the music carry you away. Small in size, big on sound, and more music than mere audio jewels, 47 Lab
Because designer Juniji Kimura preserves the life of the music. There are no compromises. No unnecessary flash. No B.S.

distills technology down to its simplest, purest form. And when you listen you'll know that this path - your path - is the
Just dynamic, unadulterated music.

For some it's Zen. For others, radical.
one to follow. Why?
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Radical? Maybe.

47 Laboratory

CABLES / SUPPORTS / ACCESSORIES

Cardas, Clearaudio, Eichman, Finite Elemente,
Furatech, Grand Prix Racing, Nordost, Quadrasphire,
Siltech, Shakti, Shun Mook, Transparent, Van de Hul.

TURNTABLES / CARTRIDGES

Avid, Benz Micro, Dynavector, Koetsu, Kuzma, Lyra,
Michell, Rega, Roksan, RS Labs, SME, Triplannar, VPI.

www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
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BATH/ BRISTOL

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give
your ears a new reference point for the best
sounds at any price. Forget reviews and trying
to put together a system like a patchwork
quilt with the 'best’ bits around. It's our job to
do the assessing, you judge the results. Come
here, or we'll come to you, and plan a system
for the future, even if you spread the
purchases. Leave “upgrade-itis” behind, save
money and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll
know. CD: Accuphase, Advantage, Audio
Synthesis, Balanced Audio Technology, dCS
(Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia.
Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, Clearaudio,
DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann
(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration.
Amps: Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced
Audio Technology, CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley,
Meracus, Michell, Nagra, Pass, Sonneteer,
Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio Physic,

BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar,
NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners:
Accuphase, Magnum Dynalab. Cables:
Argento, Chord Co, DNM, Hovland, Nordost,
Soniclink, Siltech, Yamamura Churchill.
Mains: Accuphase.

BLACKBURN

ROMERS HIFI, 11 Lomax Street,

Great Harwood, Nr Blackburn, Lancs. BB6 7DJ.
01254 880220 Mon-Sat 9-5.

The Northwest's premier Hifi and Home
Cinema dealer - full demonstration facilities,
featuring the following brands:

Electronics: Arcam, Cyrus, Denon, Exposure,
Quad, Lexicon, N.A.D., Pioneer, Roksan,
Sony, Moon.

Speakers: Focal, IMLabs, Quad, Monitor Audio,
Totem, Wharfedale.

Subwoofers: Velodyne, REL, MJ Acoustics.
Plasma - LCD & Projectors: InFocus, Pioneer, Sony.
Furniture: Atacama, Partington, Optimum,
Sonus, Soundations.

Cables: Nordost, Chord, QED, Van Den Hul, TCI.

And many more leading brands, in all fields.
Come down and see our expert, friendly
staff with any of your problems, be it a first
time purchase or upgrading your current
system.

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2
3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244
344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi and Home

Cinema from quality manufacturers including
Naim, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins, Sugden,
Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac, Harman
Kardon, JM Lab, Spendor, Quadraspire, Royd,
Michell, Sonus Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors &
Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice,
interest-free credit and trade-in facilities, and
deliver and install systems through Cheshire,
Merseyside and North Wales. Open Tues. -
Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd.,
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual
specialists. AAD, Arcam, Audio Analogue,
Bose, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harman-
Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure Digital,
Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, UKD,
Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room,
installation service. Easy parking and
motorway access. Mastercard, Visa etc.

DOUG BRADY HI-Fl, Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington WA1 3NU. Tel:
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady
hifi.com. For the widest range of high quality
hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business est. 42
years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema,
home trials; deliveries throughout NW;
Mastercard, Visa, credit facilities. Open 10.30
- 6. Send for free map. [BADA|

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St,

off West St car park, Congleton, Cheshire.
CW12 1JR. Tel 01260 280017.

Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk.

Web: www.hifishowrooms.co.uk. Carefully
selected audio range, including Naim, NAD,
Roksan, Michell, Harman, Primare, Castle,
Vienna, JM Labs, KEF, Ruark, Audion Valve
amps, Project, Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also
the best in AV from Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon,
M&K, Primare, Parasound, Naim, SIM2, Vutec,
Da-lite, REL, Vibe, definitve. Demonstration by
appointment. Open Tuesday - Saturday.

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road,
Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 01202
730865/380018. www.movement-
audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector, B&W,
Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon,
Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc. FS
series), NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel,
Tannoy (inc. Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo
rooms, Hi Fi and Home Cinema specialists,

@ Two year guarantee, transferable to
another BADA dealer should the pur
chaser move more than 30 miles
from his/her original address

@ low cost five year guarantee option

@ proper demonstration facilities

@ seven day exchange or refund
scheme if the dealer's advice is taken
on product selection

@ fully guaranteed service work

@ customer complaints procedure in the
event of problems

Members of the British Audio Dealers
Association are able to offer:

For more information contact
BADA on

= 020 7226 4044

the symbol of security

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

your area.

easy parking on site, high quality used
equipment, massive range of audio and
video leads and connectors etc. Credit
facilities. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30.  [FL:YaY:}

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road,
Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel:
01202 529988/ 520066. www.movement-
audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon,
KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Opera, Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL, Roksan,
Rotel, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Home cinema
and Hi Fi specialists, full demo facilities,
friendly expert advice, home demo and
installation, easy parking, credit facilities,
Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.
BADA
WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729,/766345.
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W,
Castle, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Project, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha plus
large range of PA. and DJ audio and lighting,
multi room and commercial installation
specialists, Home Cinema and DVD,
Projection TV and plasma, 2 demo rooms,
credit facilities, Visa/ Mastercard. Open Mon-
Sat 9.30-5.30 IBADA!

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road,
Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081.
www.englishaudio.co.uk. Arcam, ATC, B&W,
Cyrus, Denon, Elac, Inca, Isotek, JM Lab, KEF,
Loewe, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Naim, NEC,
Opus, Pioneer, Primare, Pro-ject, Pure, Quad,
QED, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Stax, Tannoy, Teac,
Tivoli, Trinity, Yamaha and others. Home
Cinema & Hi-Fi dem.rooms. Multi-room
Installations. Service dept. Mastercard, Visa,
Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-

5.30pm.
IBADAI

ADVENTURES IN Hi-Fl, 5 Bishopsgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan WN1 1NL. Tel: 01942
234202. For the best hi-fi and home cinema
products from quality manufacturers
including B&W, Royd, Bryston, Neat,
Michelle, Naim, Rega, Cyrus, NAD, KEF,
Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC,
Project, Quadraspire. We offer friendly advice,
excellent demonstration facilities, 0% finance,
free delivery and installation throughout the
North West. Opening hours 10.00 - 5.30
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by
appointment.

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington WA1 3NU. Tel:
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady
hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire.

BADA

LEICESTERSHIRE

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Martins Square
Leicester LE1 S5EW. Tel: 0116 253 9753
Fax: 0116 262 6097

Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk

Email: shop.leicesterhifi@btconnect.com
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama,
B&W/Nautilus, BenQ, Chord Electronics,
Creek, Crimson, Cyrus/ CyrusLink, Denon,
Exposure, Greig IK Loudspeakers, Marantz,
Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-Short MP3
Players, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Optimum,

Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most
vital step in acquiring the system that is
right for you. This unigue directory gives
full information on dealers able to help in

Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Pure, Quad, Rotel,
Roksan, Sharp, Tag Mclaren, Teac, Totem,
Yamaha, and more. 4 Listening areas/rooms
over 3 floors. We can Demonstrate, Deliver
and Install. HiFi/Home Cinema/Multi-room
Audio/Plasma/LCD/ Custom
Installation/Design. Bargain Bin on Website.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 [BADA

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street,
London WI1T 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, fax:
020 7436 7165. E-mail: help@
cornflake.co.uk. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs
10-7. The specialists in high quality sound,
be it for one room or many more. They offer
friendly advice, and a full delivery and
installation service is available. Two listening
rooms with full A/V facilities demonstrating
Arcam, ATC, AV, Bryston, Dynaudio, Isotek,
Mark Levinson, Lexicon, Naim, Origin Live,
Proceed, PMC, Rega, Totem, Yamaha and
more. Service department. Amex,
Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide mail
order service. Still the coolest Hi-Fi shop in
London. www.cornflake.co.uk.

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a
New North Road, London N1 Tel: 020 7226
5500. www.grahams.co.uk ' One of the 5 best
hi-fi shops in the world". Arcam, Linn,
Meridian, Naim, Rega, and more... Home
cinema and whole house custom installed
solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, service
dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment.

GREATER MANCHESTER

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan WN1 TNL Tel: 01942
234202. See main entry under Lancashire.

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington WA1 3NU. Tel:
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady
hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire.
BADA

%3

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2
3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry
under Cheshire.

DOUG BRADY HiI-Fl, Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington WA1 3NU. Tel:
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady
hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire.
[BADAI

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road,
Hatchend, Middlesex HAS 4HR. Tel: 020
8420 1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W,
Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin
Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor
Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Panasonic,
Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel,
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag
McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta,
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home
trial facilities. Free installation. Customised
multi-room systems. All major credit cards
accepted. Full credit facilities available. Tues -
Sat 10.00-5.30, Weds 10.00-6.30.  [-¥:XsJ:\
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WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road,
Stafford ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216.
See our main entry under Cheshire.

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG.

Tel: 01508 570829.

Audio Analogue, Beyer, Bryston,

Chord Cables, Creek, Denon, Dynavector,
Epos, Goldring, Grado, Isoblue, Naim,
ProAc, PMC, Rega, Soundstyle, Thule,
Unison Research.

2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home Trial.
Free installation. Visa, Mastercard.
0% Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30.
All day Sat.
www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978
6919. www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the
area's leading specialists. Relax in our superb
demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best
in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema
solutions. Our outstanding customer service
means a two-year parts and labour guarantee,
an on-site service department and a full
delivery and installation service. Home trials
and free easy parking are also available.
Established in 1968, we have been giving
sound adV|ce for over 30 years. Open Mon-
Sat9 - IBADAJ

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford OX10 OEG. Tel: 01491 839305,
fax: 01491 825024. Founded 1975. Great
deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission,
Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha. Home trial, installation and dehvery
service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee
on most products. Interest free credit on
selected items. 1 home cinema room, 2
listening rooms. Mastercard, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9'5.301 Sat 95,
CDs and DVDs stocked.

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury
SY1 1EN. Tel: 01743 236055.

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk,
www.creative-audio.co.uk.

Internet prices - from a specialist shop!
One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema
equipment outside London. Massive world-
famous website, featuring huge savings on all
the popular brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason,
Arcam, Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord,
Cyrus, Denon, Draper screens, InFocus
Screenplay projectors, JM Labs, KEF, Mission,
MJ Acoustics, NAD, Naim, NEC Projectors,
Onkyo, Optimum, Oray screens, Partington,
Pioneer, Pioneer Plasma, Project, Pure DAB
radios, QED, Roksan, Soundstyle, Stands
Unique, Wharfedale, Yamaha.

Staft so experienced they are old enough to be
carbon dated, comfortable dem room with
plasma and projector (and freshly ground
coffee!), expert installation, specialist
workshop, free 2 and 5 year guarantees,
custom cable manufacture, quality used
bargains etc etc - in fact everything you would
expect from one of Europe’s leading audio
specialists.

IBADA]

See for yourself - visit www.creative-audio.co.uk

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle
Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE. Tel: 01935
479361. 54 Bridge Street, Taunton.

Tel: 01823 326688. www.mikemanning
audio.com . The HiFi and A/V specialists.

The best in HiFi and Home Cinema from:
AUDION VALVE, B&W, MILLER & KREISELL,
DENON, DYNAVECTOR, DENSEN, FOCALE
(JM Lab), HARMAN KARDON, SIM Projectors
and screens, HITACHI (Plasma and LCD), KEF,
NAIM AUDIO, NAD, PIONEER (Plasma and
AV), REVOLVER, REGA, ROTEL 02 & 10 Series,
ROYD, SHAHINIAN, SPENDER, TEAC, WELL
TEMPERED turntables, Yamaha. Dedicated
Demonstration lounges for relaxed and
unpressured demonstrations. Home
installations on most systems. Full service
department. Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit
Closed Mondays (Yeovil) - Tuesdays (Taunton)

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road,
Stafford ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel:
01785 258216. All that's best in Hi -Fi and
Home Cinema from quality manufacturers
including Naim, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins,
Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac,
Harman Kardon, JM Lab, l\/\ichelll Ruark, Kef,
NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC
Plasma & Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful
advice, interest -free credit and trade-in
facilities, and deliver and install systems
throughout Staffordshire and the Midlands.
Opening hours Tues. - Sat. 10.30-6.00,
evenings by arrangement.

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich
IP1 2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email:
HiFi@eastern-audio.com. Giving sound advice
for over 25 years. Parking. Demo room. Lots
of free advice. Arcam, Meridian, Denon, Quad,
NAD, B&W, Celestion, Project, KEF, Castle
Technics, Top Tape, plus all the usual and
unusual leads, cables, stands, racks,
headphones, cartridges & styli etc. ~ [FFXoJ\

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, (Est 1962)
244-256 Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey
KT15 2PS, LARGE FREE CAR PARK Tel:
(01932) 854522/ 832400/ 851753, Fax
01932 832432. Open 7 Days a week, Mon-
Sat 9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm. Fully
equipped service department on site, Massive
Showrooms. Available Brands Acoustic
Energy, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audio
Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Elac, Harman
Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Mission, NAD,
Ortofon, Panasonic Plasma, Pioneer, Pro-Ject
Turntables, Pure Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan,
Sennheiser, Sonus Systems, Sony, Tannoy,
Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha Home
cinema, Wide screen TV, Projection TV,
Plasma & LCD TV. Interest free credit
available. All major credit cards accepted.
www.cosmicuk.com

P HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU1 4RY.
Tel: 01483 504801/ 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-
6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian,
Mission/Cyrus, Kef, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer,
Primare, Proac, Quad, REL, Rega, Rotel Tag
Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo rooms for Hi-
Fi/home cinema, parking, delivery &
installation. Service department on premises.
Call now. IBADA|

THE POWERPLANT, 40 Church Rd , Hove ,
East Sussex, BN3 2FN. Fax: 01273 748419, E-
mail emaﬂ@powerplant co.uk Whatever your
budget we can help you choose from our
carefully selected range of today's finest hi-f i
and home cinema equipment. Recommended
agencies include Arcam, ATC, B&W, B&O,
Cyrus, DEF Tech, Imerge, Linn, Living Control,
M&K, PMC, ProAc, QED Systemline, Rega,
Revel, Seleco, Stewart, Tag Mclaren Audio,
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration facilities,
knowledgeable and friendly staff. Multiroom
specialist, CEDIA member. Open Tues - Sat
10.30 am- 5.30 pm. Late evenings by
appointment. All major credit cards. FuII
credit facilities.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel: 01342
328065. www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi,
home cinema & multiroom specialists.
Authorised stockists of: Arcam (inc. FMJ, DIVA
& Alpha), ASH, The Chord Company, Cyrus,
KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. CD12 &
Klimax), Loewe (inc. Spherros), Mission, Naim
(inc CDS & NAP500), Pioneer, PMC, Pr\ma|re
ProAc, Project, QED, Quadrasplre Rel, Roksan,
Rotel, Ruark, SIM2 (inc. DPL), Sennheiser,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Tag Mclaren,
TEAC & more. The LARGEST display of Hi-Fi
furniture in the South. Probably the largest
stock in the South, with three dedicated
demonstration rooms together with a friendly
team of staff and service facility, Finance
available. 9.30-6.00 Tues-Sat. [BADAI

AUDIO DESIGNS, 7/9 Park Place, Horsham,
West Sussex, RH12 1DF (Next to Piries Place
car park). Tel 01403 267766.
www.audiodesigns.co.uk. See our main entr;
above under Sussex (West). BADA

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street,
Salisbury. Tel: 01722 322169,/330841.
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio
Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord Company,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian (inc. Digital theatre), Mission,
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost,
Opera, Project, QED, Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha.
Home Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi
room and commercial installation specialists,
service dept. on site, high quality used
equipment, projection TV and plasma. 2
demo rooms, credit facilities,
Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30[—_5,30‘
BAD

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 GCeorge Street,
Hedon, Hull, HU12 8JH. tel 01482 891375.
www.theaudioroom.co.uk. High quality two
channel and home theatre needs catered for.
Authorised agents for Linn Products, Naim
Audio, Spectral, Accuphase, Krell, Audio
Research, Cyrus, Nagra, Sugden, Rega, Unison
Research, Pathos, Rotel, Bowers and Wilkin,
Focal JM Lab, Proac, Spendor, Pen Audio,
Sonus Faber, Koetsu, Lyra, Ortofon, Grado,
Stax, Audiophile Base, BCD, Hutter,
Quadraspire, Stands Unique, Nordost, Siltech,
The Chord Company, Townshend. We travel
throughout the UK, and believe we offer the
most comprehensive range of quality products

available and a service that is unbeatable.
Open Mon - Sat, 9am - 6pm (later by
appointment). Credit facilities and home
demonstration available.Free and easy car
parking available as well as a relaxed and
comfortable environment assured. The North's
friendliest and most complete dealer.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)
DONCASTER
THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Bam,
Wakefield Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6
7EU. Tel: 01302 727274/ 725550, fax:

01302 727274. Email: info@thehifistudios
freeserve.co.uk. Web: thehifistudios.co.uk

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room
experts. Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren,Wadia,
Anthony Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac,
Unison Research, Impulse Horns, Monitor
Audio, Harbeth, NAD, Michell Turntables,
Audio Analogue, Living Voice, Exposure,
Densen, Lynwood Electronics, Opera, Trichord
Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax
Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL
Subwoofers, Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Denon
Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing
and demonstration by appointment. Home
trials and free installation on hi-fi equipment.
Credit card and finance facilities. Phone for
more information. 10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri,
10am-5Fm Sat. Closed Sunday & Monday.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Leeds, Tel: Simon
Trickett 0113 3873609 or John Bleakley 0113
2049458, Fax: 0113 2533098, Email:
info@audioreflections.co.uk Providing the best
Hi-Fi and AV products from the leading
manufacturers. Audionet, Audio Synthesis,
ATC, AVI, Ayre, Bryston, Chord, Chord cables,
Clearaudio, Gamut, Lexicon, Lyra, Nordost,
Primare, PSAudio, PMC, Red Rose, REL, Revel,
SME, Stax, TAGMclaren, Tom Evans, Wadia,
Wilson Benesch. Please ring for friendly
advice and to book a demonstration. Home
demonstrations welcomed. Ring day or
evening, 7 days a week before 9pm. Major
credit cards accepted. Part exchange
available. Established 1988.

WALES
NORTH WALES
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2

3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry
under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd,,
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration
room, installation service. Easy parking and
motorway access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See
main entry under Cheshire.

Dealer Directory
call Stuart Harris on

01225 442244
ext 2221
TODAY!
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ULTIMATE GROUP TEST >> AMPLIFIERS

The latest integrated stereo amps are subjected to our
uniguely rigorous group test regime, including...

® Electrocompaniet ECI3
® Exposure 2010 S
® Marantz PM7200 Kl
® Rega Mira 3
® Cyrus 6vs

® NAD C752

_________________________

i Give this form (or a photocopy) to your local newsagent to i
i guarantee your own copy of Hi-Fi Choice reaches you every month E
1 1
i
i
1

E Please reserve me a copy of Hi-Fi Choice every month
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1
To the newsagent: Contact your magazine wholesaler to order Hi-Fi Choice :
1
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In-depth reviews
of the most vital
kit, including....

® Triangle Magellan Concerto
loudspeaker

® Naim NAC112x/NAP150x
pre/power amplifiers

® Denon DVD-2910 universal
disc player

@ Waterfall Victoria
loudspeaker

® Lindemann 820
SACD/CD player

Our regular round-ups of
accessories and music, not to
mention the latest news, views
and features from hi-fi's
smartest grapevine...

And much, much more!

BE SURE NOT TO MISS
BRITAIN’S MOST RELIABLE
GUIDE TO REAL HI-FI

SUBSCRIBE!
T0 HI-FI CHOICE

SEE PAGE 84 FOR DETAILS
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| 2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer | Features

A-1 GUIDE TO SECOND-HAND KIT
#03 CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

istorically, Cambridge Audio isn't so
H much one company as two. It began in

1968 and quickly gained a reputation
for high quality amps and tuners. During the
digital age, it established itself as one of the
format's ambassadors with CD players like the
highly engineered, and expensive, CD1.

In the early 1990s, however, after financial
difficulties, the name was bought by Richer
Sound's sister company, Audio Partnership. The
focus moved from high-end to budget,
Chinese-made, kit. With an unsettled history,
the brand doesn’t have quite the kudos of the
likes of Arcam, Linn and Naim. On the second-
hand market, though, this isn't necessarily a
bad thing, as prices are generally lower.

The standout products of the early years are
the 16x16 CD players. Yes, that's 16-bit, and
16-times oversampling. This was achieved by
piggybacking four Philips DACs together. It
gave a rich, earthy sound that only the best
one-bit players of the time could even begin to
match. Both the CD2 and CD3 are fine
machines and worth a punt if under £100. But

Below: Cambridge Audio CD4SE CD player

SECOND-HAND BUYER | december 2004

the cream of the crop, CD1 aside, is the rare
CD3M/DAC3 two-box machine. This
combined the rugged Philips CDM1 transport,
complete with power supply tweaks, with a
highly tweaked 16x16 DAC to great effect.
Even today it still has the most beguiling

the best. Think of it as a modern-day NAD
3020 and you won't be far wrong. The
30-watter is a sweet-sounding little thing, and
avoids the harshness of its bigger brothers —
the award-winning A5 included. At around
£30-£50, and widely available, it's almost the

“The only fault with the rare CD3M/DAC3 two-
box player is a slowly ‘disappearing’ display.”

mid-range, although it can sound a tad harsh
in the treble against more modem machines.
The Philips components last well and parts can
still be found. More specific components,
however, are now near-impossible to locate.
That said, the only fault tends to be a slowly
‘disappearing’ display. Provided you can take
this risk, a well looked after version, perhaps
with a recent laser, offers a true taste of audio
esoterica for around £200 or less.

One of the key products from the modern
crop is the oft-overlooked A1Mk3SE. Over the
years there have been countless versions of
this classic little amp, but this is undoubtedly

CD# S pectal. Exition Coriact 0 Py

] | ]
de o eD pp And

default choice for those looking for a cheap as
chips starter or second system. Generally they
will either work or they won't. Avoid any that
don't, no matter how cheap, as the lack of
output protection will probably mean blown
transistors. Getting this fixed will cost as much
as the amp is worth in the first place.

The perfect match for the A1MK3SE is the
CDA4SE CD player. Don't confuse this with the
standard CD4, which is totally different inside,
and vastly inferior. It was the first of the
super-budget Cambridge CD players and, in
many ways, better than the later D300SE and
D500SE. They used a Sony, instead of Philips,
transport, and weren't as well tweaked. Today
they have something of a cult following and,
as such, can still command prices of up to
£125. However, with excellent reliability, one
at the right price (E60-£80) remains just as
much a bargain as ever. HFC

Dominic Todd
Next month — Celestion

One possible d
D ore 0 0
DIY CONTACTS

FALCON ACOUSTICS = 01493 751100
& www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk

WILMSLOW AUDIO = 01455 286603
& www.wilmslow-audio.co.uk

IPL ACOUSTICS = 01271 867439
& www.iplacoustics.co.uk

NEXT MONTH: Choosing the drive units
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. KINSHAW Perception DAC £1000 SONY SDPEPES (Digital) REVOX A77 2 track (Reel fo reel) LINN KATAN EX DEMO
. Vinyl KRELL KAV250CD £3500 KENWOOD LO7C Pre SONY VASS3ES (AV Ystem) REVOX B77 2 track LINN NINKA EX DEMO
KRELL KPS25 24996 KRELL KST100 Power Amp SONY TAE-1000ESD Pre REVOX PR99II 2 track ( 7.5/15ips) LOCKWOOD 'Majors' Studio Monitors
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH EB101 £275 €148  KRELLKPS28CD (Ex Demo) 8998 KRELL KSA 505 00 TAG McLaren F3 Prazor REVOX B910 Pro cassette deck € (15" Tannoy Dual Concentrics) £1500 €898
CHORD REF Phono stage 2000 1195  LINN Karik CD 1850 KRELL KCT PRE (EX DEMO) TALK ELECTRONICS Storm RUNCO CL500 DLP PROJECTOR EX DEMO MAGNA PLANAR I¢ Imp £1400 €595
CONRAD Johnson Premier 15 Phonostage £3750 £2275 LINN Numerik DAC/Karik CD Trans KRELL KSA80 POWER AMP TESSERAC Pre TEAC A1500 (Reel to reel - 7" spools) MAGNA PLANAR MG 2.5 (Oatmeal) £2950 €1498
DUAL CS506 (Black) €175 ¢ 80  LINN UNIDISK 2.1 UNIVERSAL PLAYER EX DEMO 4500 1904 KRELL KAV 150 POWER THETA Casanova Pre/Processor Ex Demo TEAC 33405 £ MAGNAPLANAR MG3.3 3500 1796
DUAL €S 505 Silver €150 ¢¢gg  LINN IKEMI CD PLAYER EX DEMO 2200 KRELL SHOWCASE 5 POWER THORENS TTA 2000 Power Amp 1 TDS Audio Transformer Ex Demo MARTIN LOGAN Aeon (As new) £3200 £2296
DUAL (5503-1 Concept £180 €88 m;ﬁng gg?;“ I[Eé;(osrl?g?/:gr - MARTIN LOGAN CLSII (walnut) £6700 £2995
H 1 Martin Logan Prodigy (Mint 11998 8996
E}ééa%{v%gg::&ﬂoswge 1300 595 MARANTZ (D85 LFD LS1 Pre . AmpllflerS va lve . LOudSpeerrS MARTIN lgGAN (in%!n(u (rel)ﬂre) Ex Demo 1898 1296
FRT-4 (Phono Trans €500 €198  MERIDIAN 203 DAC LINSLEY HOOD 75 < MARTIN LOGAN Odyssey Ex Demo 6798 79
GARRARD 401 +sm¥ 300911+ VI5I €950 £595  MERIDIAN 596 DVD PLAYER LINN LK1 AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Monos £1200 £598  ACOUSTAT Spectra 1100 Hybrid electrostatics £1500 €578 MINTOSH ML-1C> Rare (circa ‘65) €500 £298
LEHMANN Audio Black Cube 500 195  MERIDIAN 507 CD PLAYER EX DEMO LINN LK2 AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Mk11 £1500 £688  ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE120 €800 €295  MCINTOSH LS340 (EX DEMO) 4500 3376
LINN Axis/Akito/Ortofon MC15 €795 ¢445  MERIDIAN 508 24 BIT CD PLAYER LINN LK280 AUDION Sterling Monoblocks €698 AJ ACOUSTICS Ref 1 (active sub) €700 €495 M NTOSH (5360 Centre Ex Demo 2295 1326
LINN Basik Turntable €600 £345  MICROMEGA Stage 2 LINN LK280/Sparks BS. AUDIONOTE 'ANKORU' (70 Watt S£. Triode) £14995 AUDIONOTE ESP (Inc stands) £1850 £1098  MCINTOSH (5320 Ex Demo 1998 99
LINN AKITO TONE ARM EX DEMO £600 £394  MICROMEGA Duo DAC LINNIMAIIK INT; £5998 AUDIO PRO B250 Sub £1000  £356 g K V125 Subwoofer Ex Demo 89 645
LINN LP12/LINGO/AKITO/DYNAVECTOR MICROMEGA Stage 3 LINN LK100 AUDIO RESEARCH LS25MKII 5795 3998 AUDIOSTATIC ES300 Electrostatics £1500 €578 epiiN TSM-SE (Mint) 1600 £998
10XS EX DEMO 2899 £2094  MUSICAL FIDELITY E600 £600 LINN LK140 ( X 3) AUDIO RESEARCH VS110 (EX DEMO) 3999 339  AUDIOPLAN Hybrid Ribbon 3000 996 wERIDIAN DSP33C DIG CENTRE SPEAEREXDEMO 1425 1146
Ittock/Ortofon Kontrapunkt NAD €521 BEE Ex Demo 200 LINN CAIRN AUDIO RESEARCH VT60 1995 1395  B&W P4 (Cherry but marked) £700 €349 weoiDIAN DSPSO00 CACTIVECENTREEXDEMO 1995 1664
Lingo Power Supply 5000 £2228 NAD (542 Ex Demo 300 LINN 5103 AV PRE AMP EX DEMO AUDIO RESEARCH Classic 60 £3300 €1795 B & W Matrix 801 £5995 £1998  piccin'sa S00 345
LofiaN Transforner ©700 356 NAIMCDI £1999 LINNS 125 EX DEMO 1 AUDIO RESEARCH VT100 Mk1 Pwr £5500 £2996 B & W FCMB THX (R.L. & Centre) £2400 €696 MissiON 771E €195 €135
LUXMAN PD28? (Rosewood) €595 320  ORELLE DAIOT Trans £900 LINN KOLECTOR PRE AMP EX DEMO AUDIO RESEARCH VS55 POWER 2699 219 B & W DM1400 (Oak) €495 €298 el 75 ook cisilcio:
MANTICORE Mantra €895 395  PINK TRIANGLE DeCapoinc: DC power supply £1500 LINN LK140 POWER AMP EX DEMO AUDIO RESEARCH SP16 PRE 1999 1596 BKS 107 II Hybrid ribbons gi7s0 €995 WM Auélb ;z)sz Teak
MICHELL Gyrodec 870 740  PIONEER DVR7000 DVD recorder EXDEMO ~ 129 6%  LINN L85 POWER AMP EX DEMO AUDIO RESEARCH VT200/2 POWER EX DEMO 11982 9587  CELESTION F20 €29 £148 L iy £
MICHELL ISO/HERA Phono Stage 6895 £4qg PBPETUAL avdags A DACExDemo 795 LINN WAKONDA PRE AMP EX DEMO %5 644 AUDIO RESEARCH LS16 MKII 3000 1996 CELESTION A3 3000 998 MONITOR AUDIO Studiol2 £1200 €59
With Transfiguration carfridge 4000 2275  PROCEED PDT3/PDP3 Trans/DAC £3999 MARANTZ (orig) SM10 Power 120volt BEARD M70 Monoblocks £1800 £99  CHORD LS 3/5/12a (Piano black) 1995 144  MONITOR AUDIO Studio 14 (Marked) £900 €299
iguration cartridg SE RY CAD300SE ock o MONITOR AUDIO SILVER 5 EX DEMO 450 294
ORACLE Alexandria £1500 €650 QUAD 66 CD HARRNTLIPHIGG CARY CAD300SE Monoblocks £5000 £2498  CYRUS (LS50 In. Stands £378 :
ink Tri ; i REGA Planet 00 VINSON N 1 NRAD JOHNSON PV 10 P 1600 €84 MORDAUNT SHORT Ci (centre) £295 €145
Pink Triangle Anniversary/Sumiko 2000 1695 £5 MARK LEVINSON No33 £15500 <ol OHNSO W £ £845 ALl 400 £€1000 €356 i
PROJECT 6.9 €600 £300 ROTELRCDI070 £495 McNTOSH MC7108— 8 Channel Power Ex Demo 2549 1496 CONRAD JOHNSON PVII Pre £1950 €998 pCM Time Windows 600 c245  MORDAUNT SHORT 40i £650 €295
PROJECT Debut 2 €150 £98 SHANLING CDT100 CD (Ex Demo) 1650 MCINTOSH €200 (2box pre amp) £7500 £4498  CONRAD JOHNSON PREMIER 78 2B0X PRE 10000 5698  pyNAUDIO CONTOUR 3.3 3500 1798  MORREL Bass Master Oak (Marked) 1600~ £599
PROJECT 1 Xpression Ex Demo €210 €174  SONY SCDX 940 SA CD £700 McINTOSH 1201 monoblocks £15000 £10698  CONRAD JOHNSON Prem 8 Monos £16,000 £799  pyNAUDIO SDA 2.8 €800 ga7g  MUSE 15" OAK SUBWOOFERS (2) SO00EA 2148EA
PROJECT 2 Ex Demo €300 €254 SONY NS900V DVD SACD £450 McINTOSH MA6900 Int (Ex Demo) €5600 £4296  CONRAD JOHNSON PV14L (Remote) £2200 €159  ENSEMBLE Primadonna RARE £10,000 £2,995  NAIM SBL € 98
REGA Planar 2 (No arm) €200 ©75  TEACVRDS 10 (CD Player) £699 McINTOSH MC122 Power (Ex Demo) 1250 CONRAD JOHNSON PV12L £2000 €129  GAMMA ACOUSTICS Epoch 5 3000 ¢495  OPERA SPI Speakers Ex Demo 525 426
REGA PLANAR 3/REGA ARM 375 153 THETA Carmen £4000 McINTOSH MXT100 A/V Rec (Ex Demo) 5500 COPLAND 504 Power £1995 €995 LAIEC Gignature System 2 ¢1000 ¢798  OPERA Super Pavarotti Ex Demo 1295 8%
ROCKPORT Cabella I (no arm) £10,500 £3996  THETA DATA Basic Trans £2400 MERIDIAN 101B Black Pre 300 CR DEVELOPMENTS Carmeto (Pre) €900 €345 HEco 10 SH €150 cgg  PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical £1500 €750
SME 10A with 309 Tone Arm 3410 £2896  THETA Miles (Bal) £2200 MERIDIAN 501.2 Pre £780 GRAFF Venticinque Ex Demo 2250 1197 {eVBROOK HBZR €279 ¢i2s  PROACTablette 2000 €649  £495
SME20/2A £5273 4486  THETA Progeny DAC £1395 MERIDIAN 551 Int. £900 Groff VT5 355 (5 Channel Power Amp) Ex Demo 2500 1397 LeyBROOK Heystack (Rosewood) 500 €196 PROAC Super Towers £1000 €595
SME30/ v arm Benz Ref micro cart 16500 10798  TRICHORD Pulsa (Series 1) £1900 MERIDIAN 565 Processor HOVLAND HP 100 + MC Phono £5750 £3396  {EvBRCOK Holos €450 278 PRO-AC Studio 200 2000 995
THORENS TD 318 (black lacquer) £350 €195  WADUA WDIS200 TRANSPORT 5000 MERIDIAN 601 DSP Pre JADIS DA3O Integrated £3500 £1746  mpyLSE H7 (Black) 1000 £299 QNR Monitors (Black) £1200 €369
THORENS TD160 No cover €279 160 WADIAX-64 DAC 5000 MERIDIAN 541 Pre/processor JADIS Defy 7 Power £2498 | MPUISE Ho 61200 c448 QUAD ESL-63 (Teak) £3000 £1295
THORENS TD150 Rare €190 SIDE WS2 CD Player £1000 MERIDIAN 555 Power Amp LAMM LL2 PRE 4000 2198 1B 16k Speakers Ex Demo 2249 1695 QUAD 2L 695 495
THORENS TD 1608 MKII 350 158 MERIDIAN 568 Dig. Processor LUMLEY Ref 120 Monoblocks £3500 €198 o e PR 3000 1496 QUAD 21L EX DEMO 695 424
TRANSCRIPTORS Saturn wa €395 Amplifiers solid state MERIDIAN 562V.2 Pre Amp MANLEY REF VIL MONOBLOCKS 6000 2898 yp"Ty19 €250 c128  RED ROSER3 £3500 £2228
UNISON Phono 1 + PSU €850 €478 MICHELL Argo McINTOSH MC2200 Gold (New) 5500 2898 i apa (Black) €295 €175  RELSTORM 750 498
WILSON BENESCH Full Circle 1995 1495  ALBARRY AP3 Passive Pre €295 €175 MICHELL Argo/Electro Mono's McINTOSH MC2000 Limited Edition 12500 9998 Lt oa L e Xeover €500 €298 REGANAOS EX DEMO 998 694
ARCAM A75 300 128  MICHEL Alecto NAGRA PLP Ex Demo 6995 4996 WS Quinty (BIk) . €300 ¢175  REVOX Elegance (silver) €450 €376
. ARCAM P75 €435 €296  MICROMEGA TEMPO | PAPWORTH TVASO £2000 €998 ypc'pierc e Model 1 (Burrwalnut) 1295 ¢695  ROKSAN Ojan 3 Black £995  £398
. D|g|tal Sources ARCAM DIVA A65+ INT AMP EX DEMO 390 314 MICROMEGA Tempo 2 €398 PM COMPONENTS 845 mono,s £3000 £1295 o R‘-’f]g”‘;‘ e LIPusgY 500 ¢15s  SNELLJIl Inc. Stands £378
ARCAM DIVA A70 INT AMP EX DEMO 620 504  MUSE (3oowl MONOBLOCKS PATHOS IN CONTROL PRE (HYBRID) EX DEMO 3250 2696 of % % 61700 €798 SNELL J3 High Sensitivity Monitors €770 £349
ARCAM Alpha 8CD €450 £245  ARCAM DIVA A90 INT AMP EX DEMO 850 684  MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR Pre PATHOS INPOWERMONO'S VBRID) BXDEMO 7000 5796 et plt ol 19 (black) 1500 £898  SONUS FABER Electa Amator Il
ARCAM Delta 250/Black Box 50 €875 £395  ARCAM DIVA AVR300 AVREC EXDEMO 1300 1044  MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR QUAD 22 Pre - S e (EQ Bad 700 €246 Inc. ironwood stands 2800 1796
ARCAM Alpha 6D €350 £125  ARCAMDIVA P80 POWER AMP EXDEMO 430 344 MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 Pre TRILOGY VTi Integrated £2500 £1398 op ¢ (EQ Box) 300 143 SONUS FABER Guameri (black stands) 5400 3996
ARCAM Alpha 7 €389 195  ARCAM FMJ A32 INT AMP EX DEMO 1200 864  MUSICAL FIDELITY E10 UNISON Mystery One £1750 €998 Lerocc % 243 SOUNDLAB Dynastats £3200 £1100
'ARCAM €072 350 198 ARCAM FMJ AVB AV PRE EX DEMO 3150 2274  NAD 302 BEE INT AMP EX DEMO UNISON SR1 £1250 €895 Lk O b EX DEMO 2% 174 Soundiab Al elechostatics
ARCAM DIVA CD82 EX DEMO €620 c504  ARCAM M) P7 MULTI CH. AMP EX DEMO 2600 1874  NAD 320 BEE INT AMP EX DEMO UNISON RESEARCH 300b Monos £4200 £2995 KR Q) St EAKERS o DEMO 00 344 (solid chemy/white gilles) 13500 7498
ARCAM DIVA CD93 EX DEMO 900 784 AUDIONET SAM lnt Amp 2200 1696  NAIM NAC 42 Pre pr X y SPENDOR S5 Speakers £650 €455
ARCAM DIVA 88—+ DVD AUDIO ANALOGUE Donizetti £650 €455  NVA AP30 Int. . . KEF Q4 SPEAKERS EX DEMO 0T ENDOR €3 Coame Soeakers €430 €400
PLAYER EX DEMO 999 796  AUDIO ANALOGUE Bellini (blk) £595 €355  NYTECH CA302 Tuners Tape Misc HEF Q5 SPEAKERS EXDEMO e NDOR SolEx bEMG] oo 119
ARCAM FM)J €D33 EX DEMO 135 974  AUDIOLAB 8000C Pre €495 £295  ONKYO TX-DS 656 KEF Q6 SPEAKERS EX DEMO D OviED B URGH 000 2776
AUDIO ANALOGUE PAGANNINI O PLAYER 1000 626  AUDIOLAB 8000LX €650 £455  PARASOUND HCA1506 6 Chn Pwr ARCAM DIVA DT 81 DAB Tuner Ex Demo 699 546  KEF Q9CSPEAKERS EX DEMO B0 17 ;
AUDIOLAB 80005 €600 €395  PSAUDIO IV Pre Incl. MC/MM ARCAM DIVA T61 Ex Demo 230 184  KEFXQI SPEAKERS EX DEMO 999 674 TANNOY Buckingham SS000gEsnss
A AR D laer £3900 3136 AUDIO RESEARCH D400 £3498 £1998  PLINIUS 2900 Int. Am EARMAX Pro Valve Headphone Amp Ex Demo 425 32  KEF XQS SPEAKERS EX DEMO 19991334 TANNOY M3 EA00RTS
AUDIOLAB 8000CDM £1400 £595 nt. Amp folVaveliiendphone Amp txUemo
AUDIOLAB 8000CDM/DAC 2300 c308  CAIRN EZO Int. €995 £595  QUAD 33 Pre EARMAX Valve Headphone Amp ExDemo 375 296 KEF MODEL 3.2 CHERRY 2500 159 TANNOY DC7000 SI00RES
AUDIONOTE DAC 3 Signature 2100 1495  CHORD SPM900 £1550 €798  QUAD 405 Power Amplifier LINN ESPEK STANDS EX DEMO 195 134 KRELL RESOLUTION 26X DEMO 6497 4996 TDLSTUDIO 1. MO0DI
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CD3 CD PLAYER 300 9 CHORD SPM600 £2200 £1195 QUAD 606 Power LOEWE ACONDA 9281 32" EX DEMO 1599 1344  KRELL RESOLUTION 3 EX DEMO 3200 2496  THIEL (52.2 Discoloured veneer £2500 €896
DENON DCM270 250 g8 CYRUSII €275 €125 RED ROSE Spirit Int (as new) MERIDIAN 504 TUNER 799 596  KRELLRESOLUTION C (CENTRE) 2980 2496  TRIANGLE lcare £1500  £345
DENON DV1600 DVD Player Ex Demo 500 414 CYRUS Pre €700 €345  RED ROSE 2 POWER NAKAMICHI 480 black €495 €196 LEAK (o_ng.g Sandwich 12 ohm 12" €400 €148  TRIANGLE CELIUS SPEAKERS EX DEMO 1095 896
DENSEN Beat 400XS CD 2350 1496  CYRUS Power €700 €358  RED ROSE 3 PRE NAKAMICHI 4811 (Silver) €495 €166  LEAK Mini gndwuh(& & 15 ohm versions) €98 TRIANGLE TITUS 202 SPEAKERS EX DEMO 345 276
DCS Purcell £4500 COPLAND CSA8 Int €995 €596  REGA CURSA PRE EX DEMO NAKAMICHI 600 £400 €198  LEAK Sandwich 200 Black £250  £95  WHARFDALE 519 €275 £95
£1995 CYRUS One Int €195 €128 ROKSAN (usguun DSPAV Pre NAKAMICHI DRAGON 1995 1195  LEAK Sandwich 2030 Black €175 £75  WHARFEDALE ROSEDALE 395 198
E.A.D 8000 LD/CD Transport 3950 943  DENON PMA 250 €200 €95  ROTELRBI85 Power Amp PIONEER PDPSO3HDE Ex Demo 6995 3995  LEAK Sandwich 250 £200 £95  WHARFEDALE PACIFIC EV30 EX DEMO 649 495
Enlightened Audio by Design (EAD) Zbox DAC ms 598 DENON DRA45S 200 78  ROTEL RMB-10 PIONEER SD-TS000 (5:4 ratio 50°) ExDemo 5000 1496  LINN Nexus }Blatk + stands) £500 €239 WILSON MAXK 43000 19997
EXPOSURE CD Player 999 429  DENON AVR-1804 Av Rec Ex Demo 400 314 SPECTRAL omclz PRE REVOX S Series System £1550 €1148  LINN Kaber (Rosewood) ACTIVE £2500  £896  WILSON SOPHIA (EX DEM) 11992 9296
KENWOOD DP7090 CD Plye {3.,9 €129 DNMPre + 3PSU £2000 £498  SPECTRAL DMA 1005 Power REVOX D36 (Reel fo reel) - '£348  LINN KALEIDH ACTIVE (ROSE) 1225 796 WILSONGRAND SLAM X1 (SERIES Il PLATINUM) 69000 39998
KENWOOD DP-X9010 Trans €400 €199 DNM Pre2/PAl £2800 €898  SPHINX Project 2 Pre £ REVOX E36 (Reel 1o reel) - £298  LINN EKWAL SPEAKERS EX DEMO 795 514 YAMAHA NS-C80 £120 €75

ELECTOR MFL Pre €500 €148  SPHINX Project 12 mono,s €1498  REVOX Pro HS77 (Reel fo reel) €950 €398  LINN ESPEK SPEAKERS EX DEMO 2500 1614  ZINGALI Colosseum Sub/Sat 770 568
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Trading Pages [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer |

SALE OF EX-DEMO (X) OR P.E. EQUIPMENT Hl.FIcHUIEE
NEW  SALE TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL DOUG HOPE

ATC SCM 50 SL PASSIVES (Black — Good) X £5,500 £2,500

ATC SCM 50 SL PASSIVES (As New — Rosewood)  P/E  £6,000 £3,000 ozo 731 7 2600
ATC SCM 20 SL (Perfect — A.Walnut) + Stands P/E £2,500 £1,300 “

INFINITY PRELUDE MTS (Tower + Sub) — Oak X  £8,000 £5,600 E-mail doug.hope@futurenet.co.uk
ALON LOTUS ELITE (As New — Cherry) X  £4,400 £3,500

RUARK SOLSTICE (Large — Double Cabinet) - Oak X  £4,000 £2,250

ALON LOTUS SE (Black — For Valve Amps) P/E £3,000 £1,400

TRIANGLE ZAYS (Black/Walnut Trim — As New) X £1,200 £600

RUARK BROADSWORDS (Rosewood — Some Damage) P/E  £750  £200

RUARK CLIO SPEAKERS (As New — Cherry) P/E £1,200 £600

TRIANGLE ZEPHRE XS (New — Black/Walnut) X £700  £350

HEYBROOK HEYSTAK (New) X  £500 £250

ECA VISTA (pre) + LECTERN - S POWER P/E £1,600 £800

CHORD 800 POWER AMP P/E £2,000 £900

NEAT PETITE SPEAKERS P/E £795  £400

HEYBROOK INTEGRA AMP (75W/CH + MM/MC) X £555  £250

SHEARNE 2.5 INTEGRATED AMP X £480 £250

AVI BIGATRON (Cherry — Original Version) X  £600 £400

ALON PETITE (Walnut) SPEAKERS X  £1,200 £600

ALON RASCAL (Black) X  £500  £300

SD ACOUSTICS SD3 SPEAKERS X NA £200

DALQUIST DQ12 (Rare) — Black P/E £1,350 £600

VARIOUS S/H AND EX-DEMO TURNTABLES ON OFFER
INCLUDING SME 10A, VOLVERE, LINN LP12 (D.C. MOTOR), VPI
TNT, VPI SCOUT, ROKSAN RADIUS / TABRIS - PLEASE RING
(OFFERS CONSIDERED ON SOME ITEMS)

=]

Heatherdale

®audio limited

Heatherdale Audio Ltd. 202 Findon Road.Worthing,BN14 OEJ Tel..01903 872288 Eve Tel..07860 660001 Fax..01903 872234
E- Mail heatherdale @hifi-stereo.com Web site www.hifi-stereo.com

Accuphase DP67 CD Player (new) (retails £4400)

CECDX51 mk2 DAC with CEC TL51 Transport (new) (retails £2835)
..£95 Lab 47 Shigaraki CD Transport + DAC +PSU (new) (retails £2475)

Arcam CD72 CD Player (superb condition).............ccccoeveiiinvincnns

Roksan Attessa CD Transport with ROC DA1 DAC + Rok DS4 PSU..............

DACS

Lab 47 Progression DAC (new) (retails £2270)

Lab 47 Power Supply for Progression DAC (new) (retails £1520)...

TUNERS

Yamaha CT-810 AM/FMTUNEN ..o .

MISCELLANEOUS

Stax SR007 Omega ref (SR117 head phone & SRMO007t dual triode).....

SPEAKERS
Audio Physics Tempo Speaker
Eltax Symphony Floor Standing Speakers
Orchid LWO Speakers (ex demo).............
Eltax Floor Standing Liberty 5+ Speakers
Warfedale Diamond Il Speakers..................
Acoustic Research 338 Stand Mount Speakers..
Revel F30 Loudspeakers (ex demo) (retails £2995) ..
Rel Strata 3 Sub woofer (ex demo)
Tannoy Monitor Gold 12” in Lancaster size cabinets...
PRE-AMPS

Exposure 11 &12 Pre Amp & Power Supply.
Adcom GTP 450 Tuner/Pre-Amp...
Naim Nac 92 Pre Amp.......

Project Phono Box S/E (new) (retails £125

Sony 1000 ESD Digital Pre
Proceed PAV Pre Amp.............
Conrad Johnson 16LS Pre Amp ....
AMPLIFIERS

Adcom GFA 5300 Power Amp...
Audionote Neiro Mono Amps ...
Musical Fidelity P180 Power Amp wif
Naim NAP 90/3 Power Amp...
Boulder102 AE Power Amp
Hafler DH-200 Amp........
Michell Alecto Amplifier .
Mark Levinson 20.5 Ref Mono Blocks, immaculate condition & boxed.
Heybrook Signature System, Pre Amp, Power Amp & CD Player..
Mark Levinson ML33 Reference Power Amp Mint Condition.
Lab 47 Gainard amp 25wpc (new) (retails £1260)..........
Lab 47 Power Supply for Gainard (new) (retails £1520)..
Accuphase A20V class A Amp (new) (retails £4000)..........cccoumiriiiiiiiiiiiicicccs £2950
INTEGRATED AMPS

Mark Levinson 383 Integrated Amp ..
Yamaha CA1010 Integrated Amp......
Accuphase E307 Integrated Amp Unused
Advantage Integrated Amp.

CD PLAYERS & TRANSPORTS
Mark Levinson Ref CD SystemML30.6 DAC + ML31.5 Transport (Ex Demo, Full warrantee)

Accuphase DP55V CD Player (new) (retails £2950) ...

Zerodust Stylus tip cleaner gel (new) (retails £3:
Zerodust CD & Lens cleaning cloths (new) (retails £25)

Stax 40/40 Headphones
Lektropacks CDM-820 Multisystem Converter..
Cerabase (new) (retails £395).....
Selection of high quality Kontak Audi
CABLES

Shunyata Aries interconnects 2m RCA (ex demo) (retails £1275)
Shunyata Aries 1Tm RCA (ex demo) (retails £850).....................
Shunyata Lyra Speaker Cables 3.5m (ex demo) (retails 21550)
Kondo digital im RCA (new) (retails £1200) oS
Audio Note (Kondo) 3mtr pair SPZ speaker cable ...
Audio Note (Kondo) Digital Silver Litz cable 1mtr, boxed, mln( condition, price new £700 our

single ende:

TURNTABLES, CARTRIDGES & TONEARMS
Dynavector DV-DRT XV1S (new) (retails £2900)...
Dynavector DV20X L & H (new) (retails £395)
ZYX R100Yatra mkll (new) (retails £780)..
ZYX RS20-02H (new) (retails £450)...........
Dynavector DV-507 mkll bi-axial arm (new) (retails £2995).
RS Laboratory RS _A1 with Rotary headshell (new) (retails £850)....
Project 12c carbon fibre arm (new) (retails £500)..........ccccccceeviiiiinnnnns
Project Perspective Turntable, no cartridge fitted (new) (retails £750).
Project 6.9 Turntable, no cartridge fitted (new) (retails £600)......
Selection of brand new discounted cartridges
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T UNIYTIEE PRIVAIC RO
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages are
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to
place an advertisement — simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

Private ads |2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer |

READER GLASSIFIED

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town
or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to:
dan.george@futurenet.co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified,
Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker Street, London W1U 6FP. Please note
that this service is open to private advertisers only.

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE2A
speaker stands, lead filled, the
best available (£530) £280 ovno.
Mint and boxed. Andy 0115
9126424 (Midlands)

ALMOST 600 classical CDs,
mostly piano works. Two to three
pounds each or £1,000 for the
lot. Wayne 02920 369052
(Cardiff)

ARCAM A85 amp £350. Arcam
CD92T £400. Both silver,
excellent cond. Stuart 07791
141267 (Ipswich)

ARCAM ALPHA 7SE £150. KEF
Q1 speakers £175. Both mint
cond. Phil 020 8668 3621
(Surrey).

AUDIOLAB 8000T AM/FM
tuner. Non-working and needs
attention. Very good cosmetic
cond. New cost £800, make me a
sensible offer. Steve 07973
334623 (Solihull, West Mids).
B&O system with S30 speakers
free to collector (space needed).
020 7485 1611 (N London)
B&W CDM 1NT in cherry. New,
boxed, with quality cables, £495.
Apollo Mezzo rack, as new £95.
07932 577226 (Essex).
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR
640C CD player silver, Best Buy
in Hi-Fi Choice, as new £200. No
offers. Mr Coffey 01269 415017
(Essex).

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR
640 amps (x2), Azur 640 CD
£150 each. Maple KEF Q5s £375,
all as new. 07734 532945 (N
London).

CANON S50 speakers on
dedicated stands £180 ono.
Audiolab 8000A amplifier £175.
01708 457691 (Essex).

CASTLE HARLECH floorstanders
in yew. Great cond, boxed,
bargain £350. 01903 717826
(W Sussex).

CLASSIC MARANTZ receiver
model 19, made in USA. 1970s,
aluminium front and FM receiver.
Best offer secures. Tony 01752
350770 (Devon)

CYRUS CD7Q plus PSX-R power
supply, black, as new (£1,500)
£850. Gladly demo. 0117
9498117 (Bristol).

DENON AVC-A1SR (gold),
Onkyo DV-S757, Heybrook 2000
5.1 speakers, Epson EMP-TW100
projector, Alphason AD5/47-SB
rack, Sound Fantastic mains
protector, £6,000. 01929 472196
(Dorchester).

DENON AVC-A1SR amp
£1,490. Excellent condition. Free
upgrade to AVC-A1SRA, as good
as Bryston 4B SST. 01923
267434 (Watford).

EPOS ES22 floorstanding
speakers, walnut, superb sound,
cond and all original packaging.
(£1,200) £475 ono. Stephen
01707 652985 (Hatfield).
EXPOSURE XV integrated amp
£175. Trichord Genesis CD player
clock 3 upgrade. PLS mains lead.
£195. 01634 72164 (Kent).
INTEGRA RESEARCH RDV-1
DVD player, RDC-7 AV controller
and RDA-7 amp. Recently
upgraded to the latest formats, as
new £5,000. George 07771
806234 (Gloucestershire).

KEF 1.2 REFERENCE speakers,
black ash, a few months old and
in perfect cond. (£1,200) £575
ono. Stephen 01707 652985
(Hatfield).

KIMBER PB)J interconnect
3x1/2 metre pairs (WBT phonos).
£40 each. All three for £100.
Terry 020 8482 0363 (Enfield).
M&K MX5000 MKII THX
subwoofer with granite stand, as
new £1,250. George 07771
806234 (Gloucs).

MARANTZ CD63MKII Kl little
used £75. Marantz PM66SE K
£75. Optimum 4 hi-fi support,
glass shelves and three gold legs,
as new (£250) £75. Dave 01332
660506 (Derby).

MARANTZ DD-82 DCC digital
cassette deck. Perfect in every
way, never used. £100 Steve
07973 334623 (Solihull, West
Mids).

MARANTZ PM-66SE KI
signature with remote, manual
and box £110. Floorstanding
musical technology harriers, black
ash finish, bi-wireable, boxed
£95. All in mint cond. 01708
705241 or email

mawneys@yahoo.co.uk (Romford).

MARANTZ SR4400 AV
surround receiver, silver, eight
months old £150. Denon CD
receiver UD31 as new £135.
01482 508389 (Hull).

MARK LEVINSON 390S CDP,
excellent cond. Boxed with
remote, manual and transport
screw (£6,500) £3,750. Contact
Pete (01235) 763433 eves.
(Oxford)

MARTIN LOGAN SERT 1, latest
spec, only three months old, mint
cond £3,000. Vincent SA93 pre/
sp991 mono blocks, 900 watts,
three months old, mint cond,

AKAI CR80 DSS eight-track
cartridge player. 020 8281
0029 (Essex).

AUDIOLAB 8000P. Karl
07743 483571 (Manchester).
KEF MODEL 4/ 2 cash or part
exchange with KEF 104/2.
01494 445005 (Bucks).

superb build and sound £1,750.
02380 224 003 (Southampton).
MISSION 753 floorstanding
speakers in black £250. TEAC
VDS7 C1D £200. Naim NAP50
Nait 3 £200.07971 296699
(Cardiff).

MISSION 782 floorstanding
speakers. Black, excellent cond,
£300. Magnum preamp,
upgraded by manufacturer to
high end spec. £350. 01704
550247 or 07794 6593157
(Lancs).

MISSION 782 speakers with
stands, mint, boxed £1700no.
Also pair of Tannoy Etons, offers.
01462 817379 (Beds).
MISSION 78C/ 78DS centre
and rear speakers (£700) £325.
Yamaha DSP-E800 (£370) £95.
All boxed. Amit 07957 657141
(London). @

BUYING TIPS

as well as the goods!

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused
component could be trouble — have a proper dem, and judge the seller

december 2004 | SECOND-HAND BUYER
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& MONITOR AUDIO 703S
rosemah veneer, mass loaded,
with plinths, excellent cond
(£880) £415. Marantz PM17 amp
(£800), champagne finish, good
match with 703s £379. Buy both
for £750 . Alec 023 92 295032
(Hants)

MONITOR AUDIO gold
reference 10s, plus custom made
stands designed for speakers.
Very good cond, £375. Mr Law
01491 612883 (Oxford)
MONITOR AUDIO silver S6, oak
finish. Excellent cond, two years
old, boxed £250. Simon 01242
703721 (Cheltenham).
MORDAUNT SHORT classic 40
floorstanding speakers, vgc
(£500). Offers around £220
01269 851633 (W Wales).
MORDAUNT SHORT MS815
floorstander (£350) £100.
Mordaunt Short 821C centre

speaker (£110) £80. Yamaha DSP-

E390 AV processor (£250) £140.
Yamaha NS-C80 centre speaker
(£90) £30. Technics ST-GT350
tuner (£120) £40, slightly
scratched top plate. Nick 01223
413614 (Cambs).

MORDAUNT SHORT premier
plus sub/sat system. Brand
new in sealed cartons, includes
MS309 digital sub, centre and
four satellite speakers £350.
020 7724 9945 (London).
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1 final
edition. Separate power supply,
40 wpc, very tidy, original
owner. Offers, David. 01535
274382 (Yorks).

MUSICAL FIDELITY Nuvista
CD £1,650. Nuvista M3
integrated amplifier £1,650.

To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form
below. Please limit ads to @ maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly
also include your telephone number and home town or county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.

Name
Address

B&W 805 loudspeakers £900.
B&W 801 Matrix £1,000. Yamaha
DSP E800 £150. Jeff Rowland
Model 5 £2,000. Steve 07968
186 552 (London).

MUSICAL FIDELITY P270
power amp £375. TEAC T1
transport (services August 2004)
£225.Meridian 568 digital
surround processor (£3,500)
£1,500. John 020 8554 6199
(London/ Essex).

MUSICAL FIDELITY XLP-S
MM./MC phono amp, mint, boxed
£70. 01903 247779 (Sussex).
NAIM NAIT 3 (line) £325. Rega
Planet 2000 £275. Rega Alya
floorstanders (cherry) £250.
Simon 01925 572936 (Cheshire).
ONIX AMP OA21 classic £85.
Rotel RA-O1 amp, 12 months old
£125. Ditton 15 speakers £25.
01992 865414 (Walsall).

PINK TRIANGLE turntable,
33/45 with Rega 250 arm and
Ortofon 520 cartnidge, lid and
new belt. All in excellent cond,
£365. Call John King 01600
713755 (Monmouth).

QUAD 33 PREAMP, power amp,
FM3 tuner, rarely used. Sensible
offers please. Derek 0118 934
1482 (Berks).

QUAD 99 PRE, 909 POWER,
30 months old, excellent cond.
Boxed, manuals, remote, links,
(£1,650) accept £1,250. 0131
664 5433 or email
Phillip@Evans1952 freeserve.
co.uk (Edinburgh).

QUAD BRONZE, DIN, GC: 405-2
£150. 34 preamp £150. FM4
tuner £150. Arthur 01626
853348 (Devon).

QUAD ELECTROSTATICS, ESL
57S. Bought from and recorded
by Classique Sounds. Original
bronze grilles, excellent cond,
£800. 020 8783 1250 or email
anthonymurphy@blueyonder.
co.uk (W London).

QUAD preamp type 44 plus
Quad power amp type 303. Grey,
mint cond. The pair for £325.
01590 643701 (Hampshire).
ROKSAN DP1 CD player
transport, DA1 DAC, DS4 power
supply, immaculate, boxed,

Below: Quad 99 and 909 pre/power combo
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serviced by Roksan last month
£500. Linn Kan speakers and
stands £100. 07767 441478 or
0121 456 1454 after 6pm,
(Birmingham)

ROKSAN KANDY MKIII amp,
the multi-award winner in mint as
new cond, boxed with instructions
and remote. Silver fascia and a
bargain at £400 ono. Charles
01792 536143 (Swansea).
RUARK TALISMAN 11 speakers,
finished in rosewood. Excellent
sonically and visually. Original
manufacturer's packaging and
manual. Can demo if required
£350. 01708 705885 (Essex).
SENNHEISER HD650 reference
headphones, boxed, £150. Keith
07891 533084 (Swansea).
SHANLING SCD-T200C valve/
solid state CD/SACD player,
brand new, £1,699. Shanling
CD-T100 CD valve/SS CD player,
£1,049 - both UK spec. Sony
SCD1 SACD/CD player, £1,849.
Bel Canto DAC2, (new) £749.
07979 903989 (Bristol).

SONY DTC 1000 ES digital DAT
deck. Pedigree machine and a
classic performer. Mint cond,
never used. £250 Steve 07973
334623 (Solihull, West Mids).
SONY PS1350 belt drive
turntable, aluminium platter.
Good cond £50 ono. Also
turntable wall shelf £20. Colin
0161 303 8859 or 07985
781177 (Manchester).
SPENDOR BC3 floorstanders,
mint cond, superb sound. Cable
and stands included, £575.
01782 318677 (Stoke On Trent).
SUGDEN A21 AL amplifier.
Bought new a few weeks ago
(£949) £795. Arcam A85 MM/
MC phono £495. 01493 665761
(Gt Yarmouth).

SUGDEN A21, as new, only a
few weeks old (£949) £795 ono.
01493 665761 (Norfolk).
SUGDEN CD21 compact disc
player. 18 months old,
immaculate cond, boxed as new
(£1,050) £450 ono. Neil 01780
480624 (Stamford).

TECHNICS REFERENCE power
amp SE-A2000. Also matching
stereo control amp, SU-C2000.
Mint cond, boxed with
instructions/manuals etc
(£1,700) £750. 01782 256087
(Stoke On Trent).
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“Amazing value and massively impressive performance.” What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision

L

To find out more about the award-winning range of Cambridge Audio two-channel and home cinema
hi-fi, visit our website or call 0845 090 2288 (+44 207 940 2200 outside the UK). Developed in the
UK, Cambridge Audio products are available from specialist hi-fi dealers across the world.

www.thenewwave.co.uk

@ Cambridge Audio



Ba&W Bowers & Wilkins

>LLEANSED

One damn good song

I’m moving on

THE NEW B&W

For your virtual tour of the B&W 703 and 700 Series please visit our site, or call +44 (0)1903 221 500 ==«
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