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INTENSE 
The Rote/ RA 7 062 and RCD 7 072 

Individually, Rotel's latest CD player and amplifier will make a striking difference to the way you hear music. When they hook up with 

each other, though, it's a match made in hifi heaven. The chemistry is instant, thanks to a shared pedigree of meticulous component 

selection, painstaking refinement and balanced design by Rotel's award-winning team of engineers. It's an intense relationship, 

and a powerful listening experience. Get them connected. 

To find out more about this perfect partnership, call B&W Loudspeakers UK on 01903 221500. 
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Rotel Europe, Dole Rood, Worthing, West Sussex BNl 1 2BH, United Kingdom, www.rotel.com 



WELCOME TO HI-FI CHOICE 
To ensure you get the best 1nformat1on, op1n1on and advice, H1 F1 Choice 

employs the most knowledgeable and experienced h1 f1 writers in the buS1ness 

"Music digs deep into our emotional core like no 
other art form. It touches the soul and makes 
grown men weep. Hi-fi is simply a means to a 
musical end - it provides the conduit tor its 
energy and detail, delivers scale and space, 

ensures you get closer ta the tone and impact of the original 
performance. It makes music seem more real and hence achieve 
its emotional goal. l}uite simply, the music that moves you, 
moves you more." Tim Bowern, Editor 

PAUL MESSENGER 
A former HFC editor, Paul 
has been writing about his 
beloved hi-fi hobby for 
nearly 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of 
the world's most respected 
sonic scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer. 

RICHARD BLACK 
Richard is a professional 
musician, an experienced 
recording engineer and a 
highly knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot He has a 
particular knack for writing 
about complicated subjects 
in a comprehensible way -
and he only writes for HFC. 

DAN GEORGE 
Dan is a huge hi-fi nut 
whose dream came true 
when he became HFCs 
reviews editor. Armed with 
a bristling contacts book 
and a pair of razor-sharp 
ears, he ensures that only 
the most interesting 
products make it into HFC. 

ART DUDLEY 
One of the most respected 
commentators on the 
American hi·fi scene, Art has 
written for numerous titles 
including Hi·Fi Heretic, 
Sounds Like and Ustener. 
Among other things, he is 
currently 'editor·at·large' of 
US journal Stereophife. 

ESTABLISHED 1975 

HI-FI CHOICE is your essential guide to 

audio excellence in the home, from vinyl 

records to the latest digital music 

formats. For 30 years, our unique tests 

have brought you the most thorough 

and reliable hi-fi journal around. And our 

mix of cherry-picked kit, rigorous group 

tests and in-depth equipment reviews 

continues to ensure that HFC is the 

magazine you can trust. Published 13 

times a year, it's the smarter hi-fi read ... 

ALVIN GOLD 
Alvin cut his hi-fi teeth in 
retail, and has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In that 
time he has contributed his 
encylopaedic knowledge to 
almost every hi·fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides). 

JASON KENNEDY 
Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be found 
swanning about the wilds 
of Sussex indulging himself 
with the very best hi·fi 
money can buy. His own 
system is simply sensational 
(trust us) and his love of 
music knows no bounds. 

PAUL MARCHANT 
Lab expert Paul is a senior 
engineer and lecturer at 
one of the UK's top 
broadcast colleges, and is 
often hidden behind a 
mountain of test gear. A 
hobby for nearly 20 years, 
hi·fi has progressed into an 
obsession for Pa u I. 

ALAN SIRCOM 
Aher a stint selling hi·fi, 
Alan began his journalistic 
career at HFC some 12 
years ago. Now a successful 
freelancer, you too can 
benefit from his extensive 
hi·fi knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to the 
latest multichannel gear. 

HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE» 

ULTIMATE CiROUP TEST 
Six of the best new CD players, 
priced from £550 to £1,000, are placed 
under the Hi-Fi Choice microscope 

PINNACLE OF PERFORMANCE 
Mordaunt-Short's new flagship loudspeaker 
delivers a world-class Performance 

'X' MARKS THE SPOT 
Naim's new CD5x makes its musical mark in 
the £1,000 to £2,000 CD player arena 

HYBRID AMP PERFECTION 
Top valve preamps and solid-state power 
amps from Conrad-Johnson and Hovland 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE... 
The next issue of Hi-Fi Choice is on sale 
10 February. Don't miss a thing - see p72 for 
our latest great subscription offer 
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Inside your free 2nd-hand hi-fi mini-mag ... 

2 Guide to 2nd-hand kit - this issue, 

Cyrus, plus DIY tips 
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LOUDSPEAKER 

Piano Black 

Designed To Extract 

Precision Acoustics 

TM 

e n c o m 

To bE officially unvEilEd at Sound & Vision Bristol Show 2005. 
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Say hello to Genie 
Genie'M is a revolution in home cinema systems, combining Mordaunt-Short's passion for music reproduction with stunning 

design. Featuring a host of ground-breaking technologies Genie delivers truly awesome performance in any environment. 

Visit www.mordaunt-short.co.uk or call 0845 128 3951 for more information. 
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®NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

ELAC X-JET FS 607 
t::::!t. Aluminium is the name of the game 

'O with Elac's new high-end 

floorstander - the FS 607 X-Jet. The 

German marque's latest 

three-and-a-half-way tower speaker 

features both an aluminium 

cabinet and new alloy drivers. 

X-Jet is the name assigned to 

Elac's new midrange/tweeter 

drive unit, which has been 

designed to act as an ideal point 

source, as it combines a planar 

aluminium diaphragm with a Jet 11 

ribbon tweeter. Bass is provided by two 

l 80mm, long-throw drivers that are said 

to offer extension down to 28Hz. At the 

opposite end of the spectrum, the X-Jet 

ribbon tweeter happily goes up to 50kHz. 

Finishing touches include a crossover wired 

with van den Hui cable and gold-plated 

WBT speaker cable connections. 

Price £6,000 per pair Due Early 2005 

m 01494 551551 ® www.elac.com 

ANEXTEK GP-2000 
� The AnexTEK GP-2000 is the UK's most 

'O affordable Apple iPod rival. Like the iPod, the 

player sports a sizeable 20GB hard disk and features a 

blue backlit LCD display, an SO/MMC card reader 

(enabling photo storage) and even an FM radio. There's 

support for MP3, WAV and WMA internet audio file 

formats and the device can also be used as an external 

hard drive. It uses USB 2.0 for fast data transfer and 

weighs in at a respectable 158 grams. 

Price £140 Due Now 

m 01753 517200 '1li www.swordservices.co.uk 

CANTON VENTO 
� Canton's new flagship Vento speaker range sits at 

'O the top of the German specialist's product 

portfolio and consists of four new models. Named after 

the Italian word for 'wind', the Vento line-up includes 

two floorstanders, the 809 DC and 807 DC, plus the 

802 standmount and a matching centre speaker, the 

805 CM. All models share a wide-bandwidth, aluminium 

tweeter and a l 80mm bass/mid driver. The fully braced 

cabinets employ a sandwich construction and are 

available in a choice of cherry veneer or silver lacquer. 

Price From £700 to El,660 per pair Due Now 

m 02392 501888 ® www.canton.de 



0 
-�-

0 0 

MARANTZ DV9500 
le::'.\ Marantz has a new HDMl-equipped universal disc player called the DV9500. The multiformat machine 

\0 forms part of the brand's entry to mid-level Range Series, and boasts the very latest 14-bit/216MHz video 

DAC plus Analog Devices' NSV noise shaping technology for enhanced picture quality and high-definition video 

scaling. Marantz has developed a high-quality mechanism for accurate data retrieval and its own discrete circuit 

boards for all six output channels. Further features include PAL/NTSC progressive scan pictures and Dolby 

headphone for late night pseudo multichannel sound, plus DVD-R/RW and MP3 playback. 

Price El,500 Due Now E 01753 680868 ® www.marantz.com 

NADNETCAP 
� NAD's first network receiver enables audio, 

\0 video and movie files from any networked PC 

to be played though AV systems. The NetCap unit 

connects to an AV receiver and can access data from 

either hard-wired or wireless Ethernet networks, 

effectively transforming a home PC into a music 

server. NAO claims ease of use is a key feature of the 

packaged software, and all on-screen menus can be 

navigated from the remote. 

Price E350 Due Early 2005 

E 01908 319360 ® www.nad.com 

EPOSELSSUB 
� UK loudspeaker specialist Epos has produced a 

\0 new subwoofer - the company's first The ELS 

Sub is aimed at music reproduction. It uses a 250mm 

doped paper driver that's said to extend down to 

20Hz. A separate section at the back of the unit 

houses the 300-watt, Class D amplifier, which offers 

the usual array of controls from the back panel. The 

20kg ELS Sub is available in a choice of three finishes. 

Price E350 Due Now 

E 01442 260146 c; www.epos-acoustics.com 

® Soundbites 
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® HAPPENINGS 

® The Insider 

iTHIS MONTH Ht=G iTAl!KS TO ... 

JOHN JEFFRIES 
Job Title: Proprietor 

Company: Sounds Of Music I•' 
'-' 

-'! 
What's your most exciting product in 
development at the moment? 

The new Lumley Stratosphere Mkll turntable, 

which 1s about to be re released. Originally 
conceived around 1993, 1t now has several 
improvements and offers a great musical and 
very dynamic performance 

What's the future of hi-fi? 
I believe that the top end of the hd1 market is 
as good as 1t has ever been, as there are still a 
huge number of (music) enthusiasts that want 
to hear the very best rendition of well-recorded 
music The bottom end of the market 1s, 
however, a different story Home cinema has 
almost become dominant with many customers 
trying to get both good home cinema and 
stereo music from one system This has not 

proved to be so easy. In the high-end, many 

customers tried to mix the formats, and have 
now returned to conventional stereo, or use two 
entirely separate systems. As retailers, we 
specialise in stereo and top end home cinema 
where we can easily satisfy our customers 
requests, but stereo h1-f1 components amount 
to 80% of our business 

What's a good album that you've heard 

recently? 

A tribute to Schn1ttke, released on Capriwo 
67016 - it's wonderfully recorded with great 
dynamics. Track 15, Concert for Piano and 

Stnngs 1s particularly ethereal and very 
dynamically recorded 

@ Hi·Fi Diary 

FEBRUARY 
13 Audiojumble 2005 

Tonbridge, Kent 
01892 540022 
Find a home for that valve amp 

25-27 Sound & Vision 2005 

MAY 

Manatt Hotel Bristol 
wwwbnstolshow co uk 
The only show you shouldn't miss 

5-8 High End 2005 
Munich, Germany 
GI 1sov1c@H 1g h EndSoc1ety.de 
Indulge your senses - but remember to 

raise the limit on your credit cord 1 
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Tube speaker 
� American company Tymphany has come 

'O up with a speaker system that it 

describes as "the most innovative 

transducer to address bass since the 

inception of the horn". Unlike conventional 

bass drivers and subwoofers, Tymphany's linear 

array transducer (LAn technology uses a stack of 

small diaphragm drivers inside a vented, 75mm wide 

tube. This is said to generate the range from low bass (20Hz) to low treble (4kHz). 

The LAT design uses a motor drive system at either end of a tube. Each motor drives half of the cones in the 

array, with the sound exiting the system via slots in the tube wall. The technology is scalable from SOmm to 

300mm in diameter and it is claimed that the opposing motors cancel structural vibration. Tymphany expects 

that LAT loudspeakers will be licensed by manufacturers for use in everything from PC sound systems to 

full-blown home cinemas. 

� The new waste electronic and electrical 

'O equipment (WEEE) directive from the EU means 

that, as of August 2005, manufacturers will be 

responsible for the cost of the collection, treatment 

and disposal of all new products and those from the 

last decade. This is likely to add between two and six 

per cent to the cost of manufacturing according to the 

BFA (British Federation of Audio). This figure is close 

to the profit margins of many audio companies, 

according to Peter Bartlett, managing director of 

Cyrus. He points out that high-quality products made 

in the UK are highly unlikely to end up as landfill. 

The BFA feels that the fairest way to pay for WEEE would be through an environmental recycling charge (ERC) 

added to the cost of goods at the retail level. Unfortunately, the Government will not make this a mandatory 

scheme and it is unlikely to succeed. Andy Napthine at B&W favours a recycling charge, but can see that a flat 

fee would be a problem for cheaper goods, as WEEE applies to anything with a mains plug. B&W has not yet 

established what effect - if any - it will have on pricing. 

Powe Supply 
{1...)d1'' Cw1t'<.J() 

-----•�1��))) 
DSD amplifier to get PAM power 
� Professor Malcolm Hawksford of Essex University has designed a digital amplifier specifically for use 

'O with the DSD signal that forms the basis of the SACD music format. Unlike existing LPCM (linear pulse 

code modulation) or PWM (pulse width modulation) digital amplifiers, Hawksford's design keeps the DSD 

signal intact up to the final filtering stage of the output. It incorporates an H-bridge MOSFET power switch 

output stage. This has its gain controlled by the power supply, thus eliminating the volume pot in the signal 

path. Hawksford describes this approach as pulse amplitude modulation (PAM) and has used it to produce a 

topology that "maintains low distortion, high efficiency and incorporates wide range gain control". 



Myryad joins Veda 
le::\ Armour Group, which owns QED, Veda and Gold ring, has also just 

\0 acquired the electronics maker Myryad. Armour's managing 

director Glenn McClelland says the group "wished to strengthen its 

offering to installers and specialist retailers by adding an affordable, 

high quality electronics brand to our portfolio". Myryad's founder Chris 

Short says the acquisition is "excellent news for the company" 

Manufacturing will remain at Myryad's Portsmouth base, but sales and 

distribution will be taken over by Veda. 

JIMMY'S TWEAKS #30 
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER 

Reversing the direction of cables 

Sometimes, a hi-fi system doesn't sound 

quite right. The sound is by no means 

poor or unpleasant; just missing a 

certain indefinable 'something'. If that's 

the case, try reversing the direction of a 

set of cables - for example, the 

interconnects between pre and power 

amp, or CD player and amp. You could 

even reverse the direction of your speaker cables. You could end up 

with a worse result, but it may do the trick. Change one set of cables 

at a time, and switch everything off before doing so. Keep volume 

levels unchanged, and listen carefully over some time for any 

differences. Although many audio cables are marked for 'correct' 

direction, sometimes results may be preferable the opposite way' 

TOP 10 ll1P 1 0 Bl.::,J.�1 l llNG lJ K i\l H UMS 

1. Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band The Beatles (1967) (4.5 million copies) 

2. (What's The Story) Morning Glory Oasis (1995) (4 2 million) 

3. Brothers In Arms Dire Straits (1985) (3.9 million) 

4. Bad Michael Jackson (1987) (3 9 million) 

5. The Immaculate Collection Madonna (1990) (3 6 million) 

6. Abba Gold Greatest Hits Abba (1992) (3 6 million) 

7. Stars Simply Red (1991) (3.6 million) 

8. Thriller Michael Jackson (1982) (33 million) 

9. Greatest Hits (Volume One) Queen (1981) (33 million) 

10. Jagged Little Pill Alanis Morissette (2002) (3 0 million) 
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DISPATCHES 

The mains event 

Juiced up for the best possible sound 

I
t's something like twenty years since the 

issue of mains pollution and its unpleasant 

consequences for the sound of our hi-fi 

systems first emerged. At the time, I was less 

than impressed, feeling that those early 

attempts provided a cure that was worse than 

the disease - a pre-frontal lobotomy for the 

sound, no less. 

Years pass, the mains (and the RF 

environment for that matter) have become 

dirtier, but the techniques for combating their 

effects have become more refined. And, at last, 

I'm finding treatments that are truly effective 

in improving my system, by perceptibly 

lowering the background 'hash', widening the 

resolved dynamic range, and allowing details 

to be heard more clearly. All without 

emasculating the dynamic expression at the 

same time. 

14 HI-FI CHOICE march 2005 

"Those early attempts provided a cure that 
was worse than the disease - a pre-frontal 
lobotomy for the sound, no less." 

I recently got to spend a short time trying out 

the latest 'second generation' lsotek products, 

and while the relatively inexpensive MiniSub 

wasn't transparent enough for my system, the 

more upmarket Titan and Nova both gave very 

positive results that well justified their asking 

prices, lowering the 'hash' floor without 

sacrificing any bandwidth or detail. 

Perhaps more interesting still is the work that 

a company called Vertex AQ has been doing, 

not JUSt on mains treatment but also into the 

much wider business of eliminating vibration 

throughout the system. "What vibrations are 

these7'' I hear you ask. According to Vertex AQ, 

many of our hi-fi components generate very 

low-level, very wide-bandwidth mechanical 

vibrations. These get passed around via 

connecting and mains cables, interfering with 

and messing up low level sound information. 

It's a controversial concept that few have yet 

considered, but I believe it could be the most 

important development since equipment 

stands came to maturity a decade or so back. 

I've been using the Vertex AQ bits and pieces 

for around a year now, and I'm fully convinced 

that it has taken the sound quality of my 

system up to a new level, especially with 

digital sources. 

Vertex AQ's components are expensive, but 

they do work very much 'as advertised', and 

make plenty of sense in a high-end system 

context Mains treatment is handled by small 

(17xllx5cm) alloy blocks called Jaya, which 

combine vibration absorbing materials with 

circuitry to remove electrical mains 'dirt'. These 

are 'shunt' devices, plugged into a spare mains 

socket, so are not 'in circuit' with the system. 

Other components include Roirama mains 

leads, Solfonn interconnects and Moncayo 

speaker leads, all of which use high quality 

plugs and sockets, and feature the company's 

alloy-box mechanical vibration absorbers 

placed along their length. There's also a 

granite support platform with hardened steel 

tripod spike called Kinabala which proved 

surprisingly effective, even under the internally 

spring-decoupled Nairn CDS3 CD player, and 

an as-yet-unnamed link for twin speaker 

terminals, to prevent woofer vibrations from 

interfering with tweeters. 



The crucial point about Vertex AQ 

components is that they're distributed 

throughout the system, in such a way that 

each new addition builds the effects in a 

cumulative manner Sceptics will no doubt cast 

doubt on the theory and rail against the 

seemingly astronomical prices, but I am 

convinced that this new company has come up 

with a truly original approach that could well 

represent the future of serious hi-fi. 

Paul Messenger is a former editor of Hi-Fi 

Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years 

Multichannel mastery 
Last year's best SACD and DVD-Audio discs 

N
ow we are all happily ensconced in 2005, 

what better time to look back at some of 

the best high-resolution releases from the last 

twelve months ... or thereabouts' Some of these 

discs you might recognise, but a number have 

been completely overlooked by the popular 

audio press. 

The first of these has to be The Window, a 

bluegrass release by American guitarist, singer 

and composer David Elias. The multichannel 

SACD is particularly special because of the way 

it captures - as live - the acoustic space in 

which it was recorded. There is a truly uncanny 

sense of 'being there', a delicate, intimate and 

thoroughly engrossing experience that just 

cannot be achieved via any two-channel 

medium, no matter how good. 

Over in Toronto, a group of ex-Ryerson 

University students calling themselves 3Bone 

Audio recently released their first commercial 

DVD-Audio title. KAJE is an eclectic mixture of 

vocals, rhythm and blues, electronic funk, and 

dance. The music is upbeat, fun and 

experimental - with a surround mix to match. 

Using all six channels to the fullest, the 3Bone 

guys have produced one of the most 

progressive multichannel presentations to-date, 

but that hasn't stopped them including a CD 

version in the box, even though their slogan is 

"Stereo is Dead". 

In a similar vein is Brimstone Butterfly's 

Normality Killed the Cat, a guitar-driven C 

Richard Lord, founder and 

proprietor to this day of one of 

the very few specialist subwoofer 

producers - REL - related to me 

in a recent conversation that before he 

started the company, he was a fully paid up 

audiophile ('a flat earther' in this own words} 

with a Linn/Nairn system, the works. At one 

point, he moved to a smaller house and when 

he installed his Linn Saras (a truly oddball 

medium-size standmount speaker} in a 3x4m 

living room, the bass became boomy and 

poorly controlled. 

Received wisdom at the time was that you 

simply couldn't generate deep bass (with 

frequencies whose wavelengths are longer 

than the longest room dimensions} in small 

rooms. It used to be said that it was best to 

have clean 'right' bass than too much 'wrong' 

bass. True enough ... but Richard Lord was not 

willing to make the sacrifice. In a startling 

piece of lateral thinking that was to change 

his life, he decided to resolve the problem by 

building his own subwoofer, reasoning that if 

he could get it to work exclusively below the 

room eigentones (standing waves}, it wouldn't 

be able to boom. 

At the time - around 1990 - subwoofers 

were fairly well established in the US, but not 

widely used in the UK. There were some 

predominantly low-cost passive models, but 

just a trickle of more serious designs: Audio 

Pro and the acquired taste of the dipolar 

SL6000 from Celestion, for example. 

Ever heard of the Stygian' It was REL's first 

semi-commercial subwoofer (the name was 

suggested by writer Ken Kessler, and means 'a 

dark and moody river'} which was coupled to 

an external low pass filter unit. Again in 

Richard's own words, "The filter unit is the 

very first product I ever made. Constructed by 

me over a weekend for my own listening, it 

was to be used in con1unction with a separate 

power amp into the subwoofer which came to 

be known as the Monochord, a passive 

design, the details of which were published in 

a magazine as a DIY design. The subwoofer 

was based around a big KEF B300 300mm 

bass unit in a box, which I covered in 

"Received wisdom at the 
time was that you simply 
couldn't generate deep 
bass in small rooms." 
cushions so that it could be used as a window 

seat. There was no intention at that early 

stage of selling anything. 

"The filter was only on the market for 

around three months before I introduced the 

Stygian, both as a kit and ready built. They 

were sold direct and the filter was sold 

usually as a bare bones PCB only, or 

sometimes as a kit. At that time, REL was still 

just a hobby". 

With the unexpected success of the Stygian 

project, the a decision was made to sell only 

through specialist dealers, which demanded a 

change to much better built and fully finished 

enclosures. At this point, the electronics were 

integrated into the enclosures, and safety 

regulations mandated a change from XLR as 

a speaker-level input to the Neutrik Speak-On 

connector that has become synonymous with 

REL over the years. 

So, what happened to the Stygian' After it 

had been tidied up for production it was 

renamed as the Stadium. Remarkably, the 

design is still produced today, albeit in a 

much more refined and more fully developed 

Mark Ill guise. 

These days, the subwoofer has become an 

established part of the landscape, thanks to 

home cinema. But it's worth remembering 

REl's distinctly hi-fi roots. HFC 

Alvin Cold 
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Cl pop/rock disc that, although performed in 

English, was Denmark's first DVD-Audio title. 

Boasting a surround mix that helps delineate 

the recording's subtle elements and a 

dedicated stereo track that is also of 

outstanding fidelity, the disc scores particularly 

heavily for the value-added content. This 

includes a video for each track - sometimes 

'arty', sometimes MTV-style - and a large 

amount of production footage. But that's not 

all; in the DVD-ROM zone are PDF lyric sheets 

(sing up that man at the back), guitar chords 

and the entire album as MP3 files to help you 

practice while on the train home from work. 

The classical market benefited from the 

release of a number of outstanding discs last 

year, a lovingly restored version of the Utah 

Symphony Orchestra performing Brahms' 

Symphony No. I under Maurice Abravanel 

being one particular highlight. Abravanel 

conducts the seminal performance of this 

challenging work, which was recorded in 

four-channel surround during May of 1976 by 

Vanguard Records legend Seymour Solomon. 

The disc is also packed with extras, including a 

touching video sequence featuring Ardean 

Apple sauce 
Is everyone obsessed by the iPod7 

F
lick through any magazine - not just 

computing, hi-fi or music titles - and the 

Apple iPod will magically appear somewhere 

as an icon of style or cool. You can see the 

relevance (perhaps) of raving about the iPod in 

HFC or a Mac-azine of some description, but 

where's the point in drawing attention to its 

divine whiteness or its sophisticated interface 

in Straw Hot User or What Oibber7 

Okay, so the basic idea of the i Pod is a good 

one and the execution is even better, but as yet 

it hasn't provided a cure for cancer, found a 

way to reverse global warming or even brought 

"Witness the scores of Macolytes queuing 
around the block at the launch of the Apple 
Store in London ... it's just a shop, people!" 
Watts, who re-reads the eulogy from the great 

conductor's memorial service. 

Ending this brief run-down is perhaps the 

finest classical release of the year, Michael 

Tilson Thomas' recording of Mahler's 

Symphony No. 4 with the San Francisco 

Symphony Orchestra. While the two-channel 

SACD presentation is noteworthy in its own 

right, the multichannel mix 

captures the acoustics of the 

venue perfectly - just the right 

sense of space is conveyed 

both in terms of stage width 

and auditorium depth. Tilson 

Thomas adopts Mahler's own 

orchestral layout and treats 

the work with an obvious 

affection, and even his own 

interpretations of the more 

leisurely passages still manage 

to impress. 

Here's hoping for lots more 

releases of the same high standard 

this year, too. Whoever said 

multichannel was dead7 

Stuart fit Robinson is editor 

and publisher of HighFidelityReviewcom, 

a website dedicated to high-resolution 

digital sound 
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peace to the troubled parts of the world. In 

fairness, although Apple second-guessed the 

market and 'bet the farm' on the iPod, I doubt 

even Apple would have dreamed it would be 

this successful. 

Some of the attraction to the iPod comes 

from the magazine staff themselves. There is a 

higher than average Mac ownership among 

magazine journalists, editors and designers. 

And, to some, Mac ownership is more a 

lifestyle decision than a computing solution; 

witness the scores of Macolytes queuing 

around the block at the launch of the Apple 

Store in London. Some came as far as Germany 

to be the first into the new store and gawp at 

its expanse of drab peppered with white shiny 

Appleosity. It's JUSt a shop, people I 

Oddly, the last time there was such fevered 

following of electronics, it was also to do with 

music replay. The early 1980s saw the Sony 

Walkman as the must-have fashion accessory, 

just like the iPod or a PuchiBag (that's a $400 

handbag designed to fit a small dog ... if you are 

Britney Spears or Paris Hilton) are today. 

A few years later, on a far smaller scale, the 

Linn/Nairn hegemony came to dominate the 

British hi-fi scene. This helped keep the flame 

of vinyl burning through its darkest days, but 

also engendered a fanatical level of following 

that was highly disturbing. It wasn't cult-like ... 

but it wasn't far off. Fortunately, more level 

heads prevail at both companies these days. 

Pundits always want 

to use the iPod as a 

model of success for a 

company trying to 

make a success of 

itself. Trouble is, there 

is no real model to 

follow. The iPod is a 

unique success, and 

uniqueness is not 

necessarily something 

any other brand can 

replicate. Even Apple 

itself may have difficulty 

capitalising on its success 

- the big colour screen 

and the smaller pastel 

shade models seem to 

complete the iPod 

concept, so where does 

Apple go from here7 Apple 

may well come up with an iCam 

digital camera this year ... but how does this 

have any bearing on the future of hi-fi7 

So, let's put the iPod where it belongs ... and 

hope that this creates enough interest in music 

to buy things without an Apple logo. 

A/01 Si 'QI began his journalistic career 

at HFC some 12 years ago. He has 

since become one of the hi-fi and AV 

industry's most respected scribes 



Nnnnnice 
Hi-Fi Choice briefly becomes a jazz-mag 

I 
like jazz. There, I said it. Not an easy thing. 

Not when you also have a beard and, as you 

surely must have guessed by now, a 

penchant for hi-fi. You don't have to listen to 

jazz on a ludicrously expensive system but it 

certainly doesn't do any harm. And I admit 

that, when I'm feeling lazy, I do little else. 

And yet... John Thompson's wickedly 

observed Jazz Club bloke on The Fast Show 

some years back just about nailed the image. 

Who could forget the trumpeter with the 

grotesquely ballooning cheeks? Or Paul 

Whitehouse scatting? Admit to someone you 

like jazz? Grream. That's the response now and 

for the foreseeable future. I do feel guilty about 

my jazz habit; I shouldn't but I can't help it. 

Time Out magazine's erstwhile radio 

columnist Sid Smith once memorably wrote 

something along the lines of jazz being a 

constipated, fiddly music form lacking the 

open-mouthed quality of rock - a bit like a fat 

man trying to eat spaghetti with chopsticks. 

He thought that Jazz FM, which had troubled 

beginnings but is now well established, should 

have been strangled at birth. His point was 

that Jazz FM was founded on a fundamental 

misconception: that people don't like jazz 

because they don't know about it. He asked 

why should people like it more if it's on radio? 

Jazz FM's early scattergun 'isn't all jazz 

wonderful?' approach wasn't even touching 

base with jazz anoraks. The station's contempt 

for hard-core jazz buffs was hardly concealed. 

That didn't stop Jazz FM's populist intentions 

being roundly misunderstood. 

I listen to Jazz FM then and I listen to it now. 

It's not like Melody which plays stuff 

middle-aged people listened to when they 

were teenagers, or Kiss which is aimed at the 

current teenage market. The charm lies in the 

variety; old and new, up-tempo and slow, from 

blues to funk, big band to soul. Jazz gives you 

a tremendous spread.' 

It took years for Jazz FM to finally find its 

sense of direction. The station remains at its 

best when the DJs know a good tune from a 

bad one which is more and more frequently 

these days. It wasn't that the infamously 

mumbling George Reid didn't play some good 

stuff, just that he took too long to do it. He Cl 

@ Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 

appeared in October of 1973 

and became the double album 

that would define Elton John's 

career. Recorded in a golden burst of creativity 

lasting 15 days, Yellow Brick Road would top 

the charts on both sides of the Atlantic and, in 

the US alone, it stayed on the chart for two 

whole years I 

But it almost never got there. In early 1973, 

Elton went to Kingston, Jamaica where the 

Stones had cut Goat's Head Soup. Studio 

conditions were appalling (John remembers 

the studio surrounded by barbed wire and 

gun-toting police), so he stayed in his hotel 

room and banged out 22 arrangements on an 

electric keyboard. Hearing that the Chateau 

d'Hierouville in France (where Bowie would 

later cut his masterpiece Low) was available, 

Elton felt that he got his band got out of 

Jamaica by the skin of their teeth. 

At the Chateau everybody was imbued with 

a sense of mission. Elton remembers "writing 

and recording four songs a day - and that's 

writing, recording, overdubbing, vocals, 

harmonies, the lot"' His working habits were 

structured; lyricist Bernie Taupin would give 

him lyrics the previous night and by morning 

Elton would breakfast with his group and play 

arrangements on his personal electric piano 

with the help of a mini drum kit. The band 

would learn it and then record it that day. 

Gus Dudgeon produced the album with 

Davey Johnstone on guitars, Dee Murray on 

bass and Nigel Olsson on drums. Engineer 

David Hentschel added ARP synthesizer while 

Del Newman handled the orchestration. For his 

part, John played Farfisa organ, piano, electric 

piano and Mellotron. 

The album's title track was a fond memory of 

Bernie Taupin's Lincolnshire homeland which 

Elton had picked out "some little chord 

sequences for" at the Chateau. The eventual 

castrato voice John adopts for this song was 

the key to its million-selling sales late in 1973. 

Amazingly, both John and Taupin claim to 

have no memory of either writing or recording 

Candle In The Wind. Its title derives from an 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn novel and is about the 

"Recorded in a golden 
burst of creativity lasting 
15 days, it would stay in 
the chans for two years." 
destruction of reputation, in particular Marilyn 

Monroe's. Gus Dudgeon pushed the sound 

envelope at every possible opportunity. 

Another million selling single - Bennie & The 

Jets, with its rollicking piano - utilised looped 

applause from a Jimi Hendrix concert, whistles 

plus handclaps at the wrong beat, and SFX 

from a London Elton concert from years before, 

all EQ'd to make it sound live. But that song's 

most striking feature is still the stabbing 

Farfisa organ that punctuates the music. 

Davey Johnstone, Elton's guitarist should not 

be neglected here. His backwards guitar solos 

define I've Seen That Movie Before. Moreover, 

his killer riff for Saturday Night's A/right For 

Fighting made John a stadium-pulling rock 

and roller in the US. 

Remixed at Trident studios in London, the 

album's final key sonic factor was Del 

Newman's wonderful orchestral arrangements, 

which were normally tied to the backing 

vocals. Today, John considers the double album 

that made him a superstar as relevant as The 

Beatles' White Album or Jimi Hendrix's Electric 

Lady/and: "I was on fire back then and that 

time in France was the happiest and most 

creative time in my life I "  

Goodbye Yellow Brick Rood is  now available 

in a special double 30th Anniversary SACD 

edition with a bonus DVD. HFC 
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Cl had a habit of introducing songs like he 

was reading an impossibly difficult exam 

question out aloud to himself. 

It's a certainty that there isn't a single person 

who likes 'jazz' in its entirety- it's too 

disparate, even contradictory. Given the 'image' 

though, I'm constantly surprised we have jazz 

radio at all. Yes, I know it's a bit like a fat man 

trying to eat spaghetti with chopsticks, but at 

least I don't feel so alone. 

David Vivian has been wallowing in gorgeous 

hi-fi and then describing its virtues and 

vices in Hi-Fi Choice since 1990 

Dirty scrubber 
Clean up at the local used record store 

T
he village I call home lacks a wine shop, 

clothing store, or even a tandoori 

take-away. But, it does have two places to buy 

used records - and I've been keeping them 

busier than usual in the days since Loricraft 

loaned me a PRC4 record cleaning machine. 

The PRC4 draws its inspiration from the same 

source as those famous Keith Monks machines 

of the 1970s. This was an original design by 

the late Percy Wilson of Gramophone for a 

wet-wash, vacuum-dry device capable of 

restoring all but physically damaged discs to 

utterly new shape and sound. And while other 

choices remain, Loricraft deserves credit for 

striking what I think is the right balance 

between efficiency and economy. 
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"A wet-wash, vacuum-dry device capable of 
restoring all but physically damaged discs to 
utterly new shape and sound." 

Here's how it works the belt-driven platter of 

the PRC4 spins the record surprisingly briskly, 

yet with enough torque that a good scrubbing 

with a nylon-bristle brush and the solution of 

your choice won't faze it - and that, of course, 

is the idea. Once you're sure that the dust and 

grime are suspended in all that fluid, you set 

the brush to one side and gently lower a 

longish pivoting arm onto the lead-out groove, 

on the side of the label farthest from you. The 

arm is in fact the business end of a vacuum 

pump, and the need for both high speed and 

backward operation becomes apparent as you 

realize that centripetal force is tugging the 

solution toward the edge of the record - and 

that the arm is catching up with it a little at a 

time, sucking the whole record playably dry in 

just over a minute. 

The PRC4's arm is propelled by a motor of its 

own. Thanks to a magnetic clutch, you can lift 

it away from the record and return it to its 

resting place at will. Or send it back for rings of 

wetness it might have missed, as occasionally 

happens. (lead-out grooves and the bands 

between songs have been observed to give the 

arm fits every once in a great while.) The arm 

also uses a renewable bit of nylon thread to 

cushion the smooth nylon tip and create 1ust 

enough of a gap between it and the record to 

encourage suction; the thread dispenser looks 

more Bob the Builder than lsembard Kingdom 

Brunel, but it gets the job done. 

And so does the PRC4, which proves me 

wrong on an almost daily basis: so many of the 

records I thought were ruined were merely 

dirty. And the increase in clarity and 

transparency it can bestow upon records I 

\ 

already thought were okay - a well-loved copy 

of Neil Young's Harvest comes to mind - is 

little short of stunning. God bless Percy Wilson. 

The Loricraft may be expensive, but some 

would call it a must - and others would do 

well to pool their funds with like-minded 

friends and neighbours. As for this rural 

hobbyist, I'm cleaning as fast as I can ... 

Art Oud1 'Y has written for Hi-Fi Heretic, Sounds 

Like and Listener He lives in the US and works 

as Stereophile's editor-at-large 

2005 - A convergence 
odyssey 
Big changes are coming to your system 

T
his year, the stunning evolution of digital 

convergence will continue at full pace. 

Many of us will become audiophile nomads, 

streaming our vast audio collections across 

wired and wireless networks. This means 

marrying the high-end audio and video 

equipment in our living rooms with a home 

office computer. Sure, there will be hold-outs, 

but several interesting technologies will make 

media streaming much more viable. 



In late 2004, UPnP (Universal Plug and 

Play) became en vogue with media streaming 

companies. The D-Link MediaLounge 

DSM-320 (www.d-link.com), for example, is a 

wonder of UPnP engineering. If you download 

high-quality audio files from Napster.com and 

save them in a shared folder, the 

Media Lounge finds them automatically (a 

concept the engineers call 'automatic 

discovery'). UPnP is also a 'zero configuration' 

protocol, which means a media streaming 

device such as the MSN TV 2 can find audio 

and video files on your computer without any 

configuration hassles. In 2005, expect more 

audio and video products that support UPnP -

and possibly the first UPnP home receiver. 

The most attention-grabbing trend of late 

2004 was Microsoft Extender technology. 

2005 will be the year that Microsoft makes an 

even bigger splash. Once installed, Microsoft 

Extender accepts streamed audio files from 

your PC without all the configuration 

nightmares. In fact, Microsoft Extender 

products can start streaming music in less 

than five minutes. And, you can watch and 

record live television over a wireless 

connection. Products such as the Linksys 

Media Center Extender MCE54AG 

(www.linksys.com) are just as impressive as 

UPnP devices, although you will need a 

computer running Media Center 2005. 

None of this digital convergence works 

unless the network supports high-quality audio 

and video feeds, and increasingly, the network 

is wireless. In 2004, the 802.ll g and 802.ll a 

wireless networking protocols made big gains 

with consumers, but this will be the year for 

802.ll n, a specialized wireless standard that 

uses Airgo Networks (www.airgonetworks.com) 

Multiple Input, Multiple Output (MIMO) 

technology. MIMO beams multiple wireless 

signals to extend network range to about 500 

metres at speeds around 40 Mbps. That means 

a 200 MB video file will transfer in less than 

three minutes. Wow. 

Okay, so the concept of portable audio has 

been a reality for some time. This year, the 

trend will continue and - for the first time 

ever - new products will support 802.ll 

wireless networking, so you can stream audio 

from your computer to a device that looks and 

acts like an Apple iPod. The Microsoh Portable 

Media Center initiative started with a thud in 

late 2004, but consumers want more portable 

entertainment. Once the momentum starts, 

expect mobile gear that connects more easily 

to a home stereo, streams wirelessly and 

matches the best current-generation MP3 

players note-for-note and bite-rate for bit-rate. 

John Brandon is a US-based technology 

journalist with the inside track on hi-tech 

digital convergence 

In this issue, on pages 56-57, we 

look at a bi-amping combination 

from Exposure. Bi-amping is a 

well established technique where 

two stereo amplifiers are used: one driving the 

tweeters, one the woofers. Obviously, each 

connects via a separate cable, but the bass and 

treble sections of the crossover remain in place, 

separated from each other but each receiving 

the full bandwidth of the audio from its 

respective amp I ifier. 

So, if each amp is handling the full 

bandwidth, and the crossovers are still in place, 

where's the advantage? There's not even much 

of a net increase in power, because most of the 

power goes to the woofer anyway. The power 

limit of the bass amp affects the sound much 

as it would if it handled the tweeter too. 

The difference is in the current flow. The 

amplifier driving the woofer still has the full 

treble voltage floating around but relatively 

little HF current is flowing, and vice versa. 

Amplifier distortion is very much a function of 

current as well as of voltage. Some of the 

flakiest amps ever made can turn in a decent 

enough penformance when unloaded and 

delivering no current to speak of. 

So, the bass amplifier - relieved of the 

necessity of putting out significant HF current -

features lower HF distortion too. Harmonic 

distortion at high frequencies is not of much 

interest because such distortion is blocked by 

the crossover. But intermodulation distortion is 

another matter. It may be a product of high 

frequencies but it appears lower down the 

band. And the current splitting can reduce 

intermodulation by a significant margin. 

Meanwhile, the treble amplifier benefits 

similarly, but with the additional boon of lower 

LF harmonic distortion (because of the lower 

LF current). This distortion would otherwise get 

into the tweeter with potentially audible 

results. A win-win situation, then? 

Not quite. For a start, the better the 

amplifier, paradoxically, the smaller the benefit 

since it wasn't producing much distortion in 

the first place. And really bad amplifiers could 

end up giving worse penformance, because the 

treble amplifier may end up producing worse 

"Bi-amping is a technique 
where two stereo amps are 
used: one driving the 
tweeters, one the woofers." 
crossover distortion in the absence of bass 

current to force it away from the crossover 

point. We tried this, and it does seem to be 

true - though few if any real hi-fi amps are 

that bad. 

With pretty good amplifiers, the benefits are 

often highly noticeable and worth the added 

expense, especially when bi-amping is done as 

an upgrade rather than a first-off purchase. 

There are other benefits, especially if you can 

face the added hassle of using different-brand 

amplifiers (which will invariably mean some 

custom level-matching measures). Less power 

is needed for the treble, so you can use a more 

refined but lower-powered amp there, and you 

can of course use different cable types for bass 

and treble. 

Ultimately, you can start moving towards 

true active amplification, with the crossover 

placed upstream of the power amps, the latter 

being connected directly to the drivers. As a 

first step, removing the 'padding' resistor in 

series with the tweeter, which adjusts its level 

to match the woofer can yield good results 

(usually, anyway) if you make sure you redress 

the balance before the relevant power amp. 

But the benefits of a true active system have to 

be heard to be believed ... just ask the likes of 

ATC, Linn or Nairn. Amazing there are so few 

around, really! HFC 
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BLACK RHODIUM POLAR MELODY OCT 
ANALOGUE NTERCONN CT £95 (1 M PAIR) 
� Without 'DCT' cryogenic treatment, the Melody normally costs 

"O around £30. Freezing the cable entails a hefty premium, but not so 

great as to make experimenting impossible. The cable is made up of an 

unscreened parallel pair of silicone-insulated stranded conductors, which 

makes it more prone to hum pick-up than shielded types. In common with 

other Black Rhodium silicone cables we've tested, the sound has a forward 

upper bass, but otherwise good tonality. However, there seems to be a bit 

of an 'etched' quality that we've not previously noted. But, there is 

something that makes treble detail stand out in a very informative manner. 

Due to DCf? Whether or not, it's a recommendable cable at a sane price. 

S 01332 755766 :Ji:: www.polarcables.co.uk 

• 
• • 
• • •  

• • • • 

MICROMARK SURGE SUPPRESSOR 
I S DISTRIBUTIO BO D £15 

© You can pay a lot of money for dedicated hi-fi mains leads and 

boards. So, we had to ask - do the cheap ones work just as well? 

At a very reasonable price, this simple unit offers transient absorbers to 

prevent over-voltage spikes from reaching your equipment (there's an 

impressive guarantee against equipment damage by spikes). In a 

click-ridden system, there was indeed a reduction in audibility. As with 

more audio-specific products, there's some lowering of perceived noise 

floor, though not by much, and there's a slight softening of the sound. It 

does what's claimed for it, then, but no more. Better than nothing 1 

S 01753 842017 {!!) www.micromark.co.uk 
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SONY SOUND FORGE AUDIO STUDIO 
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BLACK RHODIUM 
POLAR WARRIOR OCT 

INS CABL £200 (1.2M) 

© Now that Adobe has taken over Cool Edit (renaming it Audition) and 

abandoned the budget version, there is no obvious replacement. Lots of 

sound editors are available at the $50-ish mark, but most of them don't do much. 

Sound Forge Studio, recently added to Sony's portfolio, is more capable than most 

and for simple cut/paste editing, it's a complete breeze. It also features one of the 

best cheap audio restoration processes we've seen and a remarkably good speed 

changing function (without changing pitch, that is - a hard trick). Buy it for either 

of those features by all means. But... we can't recommend it for real hi-fi duty, only 

because it doesn't dither its calculations. In fact, we can't find any budget audio 

editors that do. So any volume adjustment, EQ and other 'effects' result in 

distortion. Let's hope the next version corrects this. 

@ www.mediasoftware.sonypictures.com 

� For most folks, shelling out two ton for a mains lead is very much 

'O in silly territory and, sure enough, we aren't going to recommend 

this cable for budget systems. It's intriguing, though, if only for its use of 

DCT (deep cryogenic treatment - super-chilled) conductors, and like 

many Black Rhodium cables, it uses silicone rubber insulation. Different, 

then. It's reasonably flexible and practical, and used to hook up a variety 

of source and amplification components in a well-tweaked high 

resolution system, we did feel that it offered a small, but distinctive, extra 

level of resolution over other specialist mains cables. Recommended for 

the already well-set-up system. 

S 01332 755766 {!* www.polarcables.co.uk 
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NIKKAI MINIJACK 
PHONO AD PTOR £5 

For the odd times you want to connect a portable audio device to 

your hi-fi, you can buy a specialist lead or an adaptor. Adaptors are 

available for £2 but we'd urge you to spend the extra. This is gold plated 

and - perhaps more importantly - sufficiently carefully made to give a 

good fit in the socket and hence decent contact. The cheap ones we've 

found to be frequently intermittent. There's one caveat, though, in that 

the wide body makes this a no-go in recessed sockets. Second in sound 

quality to a dedicated lead, it's a pretty small sacrifice for the gain in 

convenience and money saving. Put one in the spares boxl 

a 0870 4296000 ::;;; www.maplin.co.uk 

IXOS XFV02 
AERIAL LEAD £9 (1.SM) 
© Just the thing for connecting your telly or FM radio to the socket 

on the wall. But does it affect either sound or picture? Not that we 

could tell. All the same, we recommend it wholeheartedly. Look, you've 

shelled out well over the odds for some decent sounding and/or looking 

kit. Are you going to want to look at a bit of cheesy white cable with 

moulded plastic plugs7 No, you want a smart, chunky, silver-grey wire like 

this, with really most impressive metal-bodied, gold-plated plugs and a 

real chance of surviving over a dozen insertions/withdrawals. At this 

price, we're talking generous perceived value. Just buy it. 

a 01844 219012 ('� www.ixos.co.uk 

CHORD COMPANY COBRA 3 
ANALOG E IN RC E £50 (1 M PAIR) 
IC::::!t. Another unshielded interconnect cable, this one scores highly for 

'O practicality - it's very flexible and well affixed to good quality 

plugs. The sound is decent, but not outstanding; we never quite managed 

to find an application for it where it didn't close images down a little. 

There is some variation in its performance from one job to another, 

though, and it may be coincidence, but we liked it best linking digital 

sources to amplifiers. Its bass is excellent and tonality is just a shade on 

the dull side, while detail is good but never superb. All the same, at its 

fairly modest price, Cobra 3 makes a good first upgrade. 

a 01980 625700 @ www.chord.co.uk 

HENLEY DESIGNS MRS 
EQ I RAC £300 

With 122 individual components in the box, this is not a product 

for the screwdriver-shy. Assembly is simple, but does take a little 

time: the results, however, are very smart. The main frame material is an 

anodised aluminium extrusion, with the thick glass shelves sitting on 

three steel bumps. Shelf height is adjustable, though adjustment after 

assembly isn't for the faint-hearted, involving the loosening of 30 bolts. 

Assembled weight is in the region of 45kg. Sound is frankly not neutral, 

nor is it claimed to be - Henley's literature mentions that the stand has 

been 'tuned' in the manner of Mana. The overall effect will please some 

as surely as it frustrates others, for there is a tonal coloration that adds a 

little 'zing', which may be perceived as greater zest and attack, but also 

some smearing of detail. Try it, though - if only for the great looks I 

a 01235 55lll 6 ::••:: www.henleydesigns.co.uk 
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I 
A SUPERB ELECTROCOMPANIET 
ECI 3 STEREO INTEGRATED 

•AMPLIFIER WORTH £1,000 

W
e were delighted to discover that top Norwegian hi-fi marque Electrocompaniet is 

back in the UK and distributed by Castle Acoustics. Electrocompaniet rose to fame 

back in the late 1970s, when its legendary 25-watt power amplifier took on the 

finest, most powerful products of its day- and won. Today, Electrocompaniet has a stunning 

new ECI 3 integrated amplifier which delivers similarly fine sound ... and you could win one, 

without even putting pen to paper! 

Two issues ago, we had the pleasure of testing this gorgeous amp in our rigorous Ultimate 

Croup Test environment, where it was deservedly awarded a Best Buy badge. This 70-watt retro 

beauty delighted our panel's ears, making a fine impression and drawing universal praise from 

the blind listening team. We loved its resolving abilities and the insight it delivered throughout 

our test programme. The presentation, although slightly laid back, is refined and articulate, 

making long listening sessions thoroughly enjoyable. The ECI 3 is a fine example of musical 

truth and accuracy and has build quality- and looks - to die for. For your chance to win one, 

simply answer the question below The lucky winner will be drawn at random. 

QUESTION: 

Who did the ECI 3 draw praise from? 
A: The blind listening team 

B: The deaf listening team 

C: The Marcel Marceau International School 

of Mimodrama listening team 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

TO ENTER: 
By Phone: Simply call 0905 053 3352 and follow the 

instructions (your call will cost SOp per minute and last no 

longer than 90 seconds). 

By Text: Send the text message HFC COMPl with the 

answer A, B or C to 83070. For example, if you think the 

answer is B: The deaf listening team, then text 

HFC COMPl B to 83070 

Employees of Future Publishing (including freelancers) and their relatives and any agents involved are ineligible to enter. The editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes cannot be 

exchanged for cash. Closing date for entries is 9 February 2005. The entries will be judged aher the closing date and the winners will be notified by telephone within ten days of that date. Prizes will be sent out 

within 28 days of notification by the companies involved, not Hi-Fi Choice or Future Publishing. Entering costs - BY TEXT: 1 x SOp (including VAD for each entry plus your usual text message cost. This service is 

available to T-Mobile, Orange, Vodafone and 02 customers only. BY PHONELINE: Each call costs SOp per minute and last approximately 90 seconds. Please remember to get permission from the person who 

pays the bill before you enter. No purchase necessary. Alternatively, please send your name, address and telephone number with the correct answer to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street. 

London Wl U 6FP. Technical problems? Contact the service provider: Opera Telecom (Future), PO Box 9107, Birmingham B7 4TT. 
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Arena is a radical new Home Theatre system from Tannoy. Blending form and function, this beautifully 

crafted audio system offers much more than gorgeous styling; exceptional acoustic performance combines 

with application flexibility to deliver a system that defines the category. 

The satellite speakers feature a technology breakthrough from Tannoy. They bring together the company's 

renowned WideBand™ expertise into a brand new miniature (5") version of their world famous point source 

Dual Concentric™ drive unit. Arena's powerful 300 Watt active subwoofer delivers tremendously controlled 

low frequency acoustics and integrates impeccably to present an outstanding home theatre performance. 

Versatile mounting platforms with carefully designed cable management enable complete integration with 

the surroundings in the way that you choose. Arena is lavishly finished in a choice of magnificent high gloss 

colours - bronze, silver, white or black. 

/ 

-�-----=-

For more information, please contact 

Tannoy by e-mail or telephone. 

T: 0500 006 049 

E: enquiries@tannoy.com 

arena 
tannoy@com 



This month's varied musical morsels 
Reviews by Dan George, Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, 
Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman, Nigel Williamson 

Komodo Dragons 

Frog Man Jake 

Music: The brainchild of London-based 

electronica buff Jonny Perl and New 

York singer songwriter Robert Conroy is 
a glorious mix of the more interesting 

bits of the pair's record collections. 
Sixties bossa nova rubs up against 
French chansons, classic seventies 
soundtracks and middle of the road 
mavericks like Dusty Springfield, Burt 
Bacharach, Serge Gainsbourg, Ennio 

Morricone and Scott Walker. Thanks to 

Conroy's rich and expressive tenor, this 

steers a course just the right side of 

camp to keep it cool.**** 

Sound: Though he cut his teeth as 
engineer for sonic sandpaper acts like 

Wire, producer Stephen Wright has 

delivered a rich, enveloping sound with 
electronics augmented by real 
instruments to give the right mix of 
warmth and detachment. **** DO 

Awfully Deep 

Big Dada 

JON HOPKINS 

Contact Note 

Absolute Zero 

Music: Ambient keyboard king Hopkins 
is barely in his twenties, despite working 

with Eno and Lou Reed and supplying 
soundtrack items to Sex In The City. His 
second album is an ambient-electronica 
hybrid that evokes the music scores of 
classics like Clockwork Orange and Akira 
Kurosawa's Dreams. Not that it's a work 
of mere mimickry - most of the melodies 

here are both excellent and original, 
supported by beats that build and fade 

over complex yet smooth-sounding 

soundscapes. Tracks like Reprise are, 
quite simply, beautiful. A wordless 

concept album that says plenty- time to 

make Contact**** 

Sound: Listened to end-to-end, at 
serious volume - and on a serious hi-fi 
system - this reveals a wealth of 
musical detail, all expertly mastered by 
Simon Heyworth. **** PS 

Music: He won a MOBO for his 1999 debut, 
was Mercury-nominated for its follow-up in 
2001, and there's no reason why Rodney Smith 

(aka Roots Manuva) shouldn't be similarly 
lauded for this third album. The South London 
rapper mixes plenty of styles, from dub to 
calypso to electro, with the occasional touch of tango to keep things freaky. The 
emphasis is on reggae flavours, the deep dub bassline of Cause For Pause being 
a standout, as is the single Colossal Insight- definitely a grower with its 

disjointed, bleepy backing fusing into an addictive hot-stepping ode to doing 

the right thing in the face of temptation. **** 

Sound: Generally a more lush production than the prevailing British grime scene, 

with plenty of booming but controlled bass complemented by sweeping strings, 

brass stabs, organ riffs and electro fills - a cornucopia of modern British dance 

music in other words, topped with Roots' clever, funny and wry lyrics. **** DO 

JOAQUIM HOMS 
Piano Music: Piano Sonata No. 2, 

Presences 

Jordi Mas6, Miquel Villalba (pianos) 

Marco Polo B.225294 

Music: The styles in this third volume 
in a set of complete piano works by 

Catalan composer Horns vary widely. It 
moves from tonal to 12 tone, from 
minimalist to Bach-like (Toccata). The 
disc covers many moods, but they're all 
short, from a fragment of just 14 

seconds to just over 11 minutes for the 

three-movement Piano Sonata No. 2. 

The music has the concentration and 

constant inventiveness reminiscent 
of Berg. **** 

Sound: Played on Steinway pianos at 
the Auditorium, Jafre in Spain, the 

sound is clean and articulate, much 
better in fact than you will often hear 
from the big labels. This disc is an 
adventurous program, but oddly 

compelling.***** AC 

TCHAIKOVSKY 
Tchaikovsky For Cello 

Jens Peter Maintz (cello), David 
Geringas (cond), Lithuanian Chamber 

Orchestra 

Arte Nova Classics 74321 80791 2 

Music: This programme of music for 
cellos and a small, mainly string, 

orchestra is from Tchaikovsky and fellow 
travellers (Fitzhagen, Davidov and 

others). They receive performances of 
idiomatic warmth and grace. The 
Variations On A Rokoko Theme and 
Andante Cantabile, both Tchaikovsky, 

a re the best and best known of these 
12 works, but all the music presented 

here is in the mainstream romantic 
tradition, and played with great 

elegance and beauty.*** 

Sound: This naturally graceful recording 

conveys a rea I sense of the sea le of the 
recording space - the Recording Studios 
in Vilnius. ****AC 



THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "Exposure has not dimmed its impact" 

FLEETWOOD MAC Rumours WarnerBros 

Music: One of the most successful albums ever, selling 17 m 
copies in the US alone, this is also a great-sounding album 

with outstanding songs, harmonies and composition. Songs 

like Never Going Back Again, Cold Dust Woman and Oh 

Daddy have an emotional power that is rare. There some 

overplayed tracks such as The Chain, which will forever be 

linked with Grand Prix racing in the ears of a generation, yet 

this exposure has not dimmed its impact.***** 

Sound: Vinyl is the definitive format for this album and it 

sounds polished and fine, and if the emphasis is on slick 

rather than grit, that doesn't get in the way of the music. 

There is now a DVD-A version which gives the vinyl a good 

run, albeit with slightly sharper edges and some alternative 

mixes. It brings multichannel to the party, too, but there is 

still much to be had from the vinyl, especially if you get your 

hands on a top-notch pressing. **** JK 

The Secret Migration 

V2 

Music: Mercury Rev is the only band currently 

rivalling Flaming Lips as standard-bearers of 

everything that is best about left-field American 

music. Mercury Rev's follow-up to 2001 's All Is 

Dream is another album full of exultant 

melodies and enchanting mystery. Quite how 
they manage to sound both ethereal and earthy at the same time is 

extraordinary, as if the roots-rock ofThe Band has been given a psychedelic 
makeover with mellotrons and theramins. The pastoral soundscapes of tracks 

BEETHOVEN/ RESPIGHI 
Beethoven: Symphony No. 6, Respighi: Pines of Rome 

Zdenek Macal (cond), New Jersey Symphony Orchestra 

DVD-Audio (24/96 surround, 24/96 stereo. Dolby D1g1tal, DTSJ 

AIX Records 80006 

Music: Two masterpieces from the mainstream 

repertoire are used here as a showcase for high 

resolution and multichannel recording technologies. You 
get separate 'audience' (Dolby Digital} and 'stage' (DTS} 

mixes and multiple recording formats with multi·camera 
angles, extensive on-disc music and set-up notes, a 

commentary track, photos, web links and more, all on a 

two-sided disc. The performances are measured, cool and 

meticulous, but somewhat lacking in passion and grip in the Pastoral. 

Conversely, the understated approach pays dividends with the Pines. **** 

Sound: Pristine and lush, with spice added by offstage bass in the Respighi, 

though it is somewhat airless with excessive use of the surround channels even in 

the audience mix. But AIX make no pretence that this recording represents a 

traditional 'documentary' approach.**** AC 

such as Diamonds and First-Time Mother's Joy shimmer like morning sunlight in 

a newly-mown meadow, while Secret For A Song and In A Funny Way recall 

RICHARD 8r LINDA THOMPSON 
Shoot Out The Lights 

SACD {Stereo/inultichannet SACO plus stereo CO layer) 

Hannibal 

a &.l•4• 
Tit•••••• 

....... \ early Neil Young/Buffalo Springfield in Expecting To Fly mode. Simply 

magnificent. ***** 

Sound: Surely no coincidence that both Mercury Rev and the Lips are produced 

by Dave Fridmann, whose palette of sounds makes hirn the Van Dyke Parks/ 

Jack Nitzsche of our times. **** NW 

JOHN MARTYN 
One World (Deluxe Edition} 

Island 

Music: After the loss of friends Nick 

Drake and Paul Kossoff, John Martyn 
went to Jamaica to stay with Island 

supremo Chris Blackwell and hooked 
up with Lee Perry, Max Romeo and 
Burning Spear. Back in England he was 

inspired to make his 'blackest' album 

ever One World, released in 1977, is a 

wondrous merging of black music styles 

- subtle vibraphone, Steve Winwood's 

mesmerising moog synth solos, 'Scratch' 

Perry's dub visions and lush soul strings. 
The opium-laden sessions at Blackwell's 

Berkshire farmhouse resulted in a true 

hymn to the silence, Small Hours, a 
sonic dream of distant geese, train echo 
and echoplexed Gibson guitar recorded 
at 3am across a lake! ***** 
Sound: Liquid, weaving, rich and 

spellbinding. ***** MP 

HUBERT SUMLIN 
About Them Shoes 

Ryko/ Art em is 

Music: Although his voice has gone (he 
only sings on one track}, Howlin's Wolf's 

legendary guitarist's electric blues 

playing still blows up a storm. Eric 
Clapton and Keith Richards help out on 
a set that includes seven Muddy Waters 

songs and four Willie Dixon/Howlin' 

Wolf favourites, all delivered in pure 

Chicago style. Keith struts in all his 

ragged glory on Still A Fool and Little 

Girl, while Clapton sounds more 

energised than we've heard him on his 

own records in a long time. Yet rightly, 
it's Sumlin's own stinging lead lines 

that steal the show. **** 
Sound: Producer Rob Fraboni mixes the 

guitars way up-front and attempts to 
recreate the rawness of the old Chess 
sides but with a sympathetically 

modern gloss.*** NW 

Music: Richard and Linda Thompson were splitting up 

during the making of this album and such emotional 

exposure makes for very compelling songs like an 

overlooked British version of Dylan's Blood On The 

Tracks. Walking On A Wire describes Linda's hopeless 

attempts to patch things up and it's surprising to see 
that it was penned by Richard. The only Linda original is 

Did She Jump Or Was She Pushed, which pretty well sums 
it up. As ever with Richard Thompson, there is some great guitar playing with 

the title track taking the honours for 'rock-tasticness'. The line that sums this 

album up is from Wall Of Death, a fairground ride they consider to be the 
"nearest thing to being alive" **** 
Sound: This is quite a hard-edged SACD, which might well reflect the nature of 

digital recording in 1982 when the album was made. This does a lot for 

definition but means that it's most definitely not as tonally rich as Richard's 

more recent albums. *** JK 

ELTON JOHN 
Madman Across The Water 

SACD (stereo/multichannel SACD plus stereo CD layt>r) 

Island 

Music: One of five new Elton SACDs from Island. This 

1971 release is an account of Elton in America, and 
while it might not show lyricist Bernie Taupin in his best 

light, Elton's elegant sense of composition was never 

more evident than in the legendary opener, Tiny Dancer 

It's a hugely underrated collection of music; the quality of 

arrangement harks back to the young tyro's first album 

(this was his fifth in 18 months). With instruments played to perfection, thanks 

in no small part to the introduction of session musicians for the album, and the 

flowing vocals neatly enrobed in a ten-strong backing-vocal clan for several 
numbers, this is another fine example of SACD's potential.**** 
Sound: These new releases offer the same pin-sharp accuracy as the recent, 

much-celebrated Goodbye Yellow Brick Road hybrid, using spatial effects and 
the rear channels well. There's something about the simplicity of the 

arrangements that really benefits from the multichannel treatment, which could 
be why many of these early seventies recordings scrub up so well. **** DG 
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The pick of this month's best letters 
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, London 
WI U 6FP. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk 

Above: The Chord DAC 64 

FLASH CONVERTERS 

It seems that these days, the Chord DAC 64 is the DAC 

of choice if you're looking to upgrade an aging player. I 

have an Audionet ART V2 CD player that seems to 

hate being left on 24/7. This is the second one that I 

have had and both seem to suffer from a dull sound 

after long periods of being left permanently on. But, 

when I switch it off for a few moments, it then springs 

back to life. It might be that it gets too hot and 

something in the player shuts down? Anyway, I am 

thinking of getting a DAC to upgrade and wondered 

what the real recommendations are? 

DenneylO via email 

HFC Chord's DAC 64 has legendary status 

amongst DAC users (with deep pockets) and offers 

a significantly improved sound when used with 

older machines. If your budget is generous, you 

could look at a Townshend Master Reference DAC 

or dCS solution, which is perhaps the ultimate 

DAC. If you want to spend less than the Chord, 

look at Musical Fidelity's A342 or the new 

X-DACv3 reviewed on p59. 

VINYL VALUES 

In response to one of your readers in Choice Mail, 

(Turntable Turn Off, HFC 262), I would say that the 

world of vinyl replay is all about condition, as well as 

the time and generation of pressing, production 

values, and being rewarded for care and hard work. 

This is what makes LPs so interesting I I would also 

like to say to your reader that I would not recommend 

buying vinyl without seeing it first, and if in doubt, 

take a friend who knows what they're doing. 

Name withheld 

All DAY AND All OF THE NIGHT 

Does leaving your hi-fi on 24/7 wear it out quicker 

than if you turned it off at night? I usually leave mine 

"It seems that these 
days, the Chord DIC 64 

is the DAC of choice if 
looking to upgrade an 
aging player." 

on all the time, but I'm wondering if it's healthy to 

have it running warm with the transformer working 

all the time without a rest? 

Taz via email 

HFC Time was when audiophiles would leave 

their gear powered up 24/7 so it was always 

ready to play music. Today, we're much more 

likely to just turn it on about an hour before use, 

without fear of detrimental sound quality. It 

depends on the manufacturer, so consult the 

manual, the website and the forums. It's worth 

noting that valve equipment shouldn't be left on 

at all time as the tube's lifespan is finite, and it's 

probably advantageous these days to power 

down solid state gear for both longevity and 

environmental reasons. 

DIAMOND GEEZER 

I am wondering why you always test certain brands 

and ignore others? For example, in the last couple of 

years you have tested many Monitor Audio and B&W 

models. But the last Wharfedale you tested in a 

group test was the Diamond 8.2 way back in 2002 

(this despite being the most famous British 

loudspeaker brand of all) I hope you will test the new 

Diamond 9.5 and maybe even like it? 

K Fonseka Australia c:::i 

march 200S I Hl·FI CHOICE 29 



[Choice Mail] Readers' letters 

Above: Apple's latest iPod 

CJ HFC We certainly don't ignore brands - in fact, 

we approach all the key manufacturers for relevant 

products and invite them to participate when 

compiling a group test. For every brand that 

accepts our invitation, there is another that doesn't 

want its product put into a group test environment. 

This may be because they prefer a stand-alone 

review, where the product is not compared against 

its peers. So, products are never ignored, but some 

brands shy away from our comparative testing -

the most rigorous in the business. We are as keen 

as you to test key products from the new 

Wharfedale Diamond range and we are currently 

working with Wharfedale to secure an exclusive 

review. Expect to see the results soon ... 

PLAY AS YOU GO 
Is it me or is this iPod phenomenon spiralling out of 

contro17 It now seems that everyone is talking about 

them - TV, radio, the press and the man in the pub. 

It's no coincidence that the iPod was the most 

popular search item on price-comparison website 

Kellkoo in the run-up to the Christmas period. It's 

gone from being an expensive luxury for trendies and 

technophiles, to an 'essential accessory' - perhaps 

we'll all have them soon in the way that most people 

have mobiles/ As this technology penetrates more 

and more homes, traditional hi-fi will become a thing 

of the past I don't remember the masses obsessing 

with CD personals. Why does everyone want portable 

music all of a sudden - is it simply fashion I 

Graham Worley via email 

HFC The iPod is a brilliant little device if you 

want to carry large quantities of music around 

with you, but it's not about to replace the concept 

of hi-fi for home use. Hard disk storage will 
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"The iPod has gone 
from being an 
expensive luxury for 
trendies to being an 
essential accessory." 

become more important for home entertainment, 

but the market for high-end playback remains. 

RUN-IN MAN 
I have recently started looking around for some new 

speakers. To my great horror I've discovered that 

auditioning them is hardly possible. In the shops that 

I have visited, I found that the speakers on display 

were not properly run-in. Equally, they were not 

bi-wired. One shop even assured me that bi-wiring 

made no difference. My own experience is that it 

makes a substantial difference, as does running in a 

speaker - in my experience, those not run in sound 

compressed, shouty and crude straight from the box. 

Worst still - the more exclusive the shop, the more 

limited the range. I can't help feeling that there must 

be a place for regional hi-fi superstores with a large 

range and well set-up equipment. 

Stephen Hudson via email 

HFC Regional superstores, eh? We can only dream -

though they're common in China, we hear (see Great 
Haul of China in last month's Choice Main. We can 

sympathise with the opinion that bi-wiring often 

makes little difference (though the effect depends 

on how a speaker is designed), but not running a 

speaker in is unforgivable, especially if customers 

use the audition to make buying decisions. 
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A few choice comments 
plucked from our online 
forum. Join in the fun at 
www.hifichoice.co.uk 

I liked the Dec 2004 Hi-Fi 
Choice Awards issue, but wish 

they'd said more about Silver 

and Bronze medal winners. 

CharlieStumpy 

Manufacturers claim some CD 

recorders and recording media 

can produce CD-Rs better than 

the original. Does anyone have 

experiences of this .. ) 

Blue Max 

... I would have thought that you 

only get out what you put in .. ) 

Wanfield 

.. .The theory boi Is down to the 

error correction. A recorder puts 

the data through error 

correction. This provides a more 

accurate data source, thereby 

creating an 'easier read' and 

less error correction at playback. 

Daglesj 

I have got the chance to pick up 

a cheap Toshiba 520e DVD-A 

player, which plays two-channel 

stereo. Will I get any benefit 

from the advanced resolution 

that DVD-Audio is supposed to 

deliver..) 

Beck's Boler 

... Not really - it's a dead format 

isn't it..7 

Woody 

.. Yes, in fact I only use DVD-A 

and SACD in two-channel mode 

anyway. I find the 5.1 mixes too 

gimmicky. The two-channel 

modes, at least on DVD-A, are 

of a higher bit rate too - so the 

sound quality is better. 

Rozzar 



for the love of music ... 

conrad-johnson ! 

Valve and solid state 

technology applied in 

a manner others can 

only seek to achieve. 

T he last of the big 

names to remain 

dedicated to pure 

valve circuits. 

Acustica Applicata (DAAD) • Avalon Acoustics • Avalon Music Systems • Benz-Micro • Cardas 

conrad-johnson • Esopower • finite elemente • Harmonix • Ka6n Acoustics • Kuzma • Magnum Dynalab 

McCormack • Muse Electronics • Reimyo by Harmonix • Tri-Planar 

Distributed Exclusively by 

IAl:JDIOFREAKSI 
DISTRIBUTORS OF FINE AUDIO+ HOME ENTERTAINMENT EQUIPMENT 

tel: 020 8948 4153 fax: 020 8948 4250 email: infol@audiofreaks.co.uk www.audiofreaks.co.uk 





Afterglow 
The sound of most hi-fi systems sets out to impress. 
Not this one. But once under the spell of its 
slow-burning charms, there you'll stay 

H
ere's the truth. On first listening 

to this system, I nearly sent it 

back. All £30k-worth of it. I 

couldn't quite believe what I was 

hearing from such a system. 

The 'plug' part of setting up went well. 

Boy, did it go well. Three Nordost Vishnu 

mains cables are more than a little out 

of the ordinary. Fact is, they don't have 

much choice, costing the best part of 

£500 each. It hardly seems possible that 

some people power up their superb, 

multi-thousand-pound high-end kit with 

what amounts to little more than kettle 

leads. Apart from their high-tech mono 

microfilament technology, the lilac-hued 

Nordost items are both very pretty and 

exquisitely well made; jewel-like by 

comparison with similar offerings. 

Just knowing that this ridiculously 

handsome, super-shiny, softly glowing 

coalition of high-end hardware culled 

from both sides of the Atlantic - German 

CD player, American amps, Danish 

speakers - is backed up by the very finest 

ancillaries and supports lends the usually 

thoughtless act of mating plug and 

socket a sense of occasion. There was a 

sense of occasion resting the heavy three 

ply laminate glass shelves of the gorgeous 

Music Tools support table on the tripod 

frame's location cones and nothing less 

than a momentary scalp tingle of 

anticipation as over E lOk-worth of 

Nordost Valkyrja interconnect and bi-wire 

speaker cable made all the right unions. 

Naturally, the frisson of expectation 

builds as 'plug' hands over to 'play'. Not 

before some eye-narrowing and inexpert 

fumbling, though. Our £9,000, belt-drive 

CD player's remote has accidentally 

been left at the photographic studio and 

one chrome button on the chrome facia 

of the Burmester 001 looks much the 

same as another; the labels are 

beautifully etched but small. For the 

record, 'play' is third from the left, just in 

from the buttons that control the 001 's 

electronic volume output, which allows it 

to by-pass the preamp altogether and 

drive the power amp direct. 

DEUTSCHE DIGITS 

The 001 is Burmester's best single-box 

CD player, and slots in on the second row 

of the grid, just behind the Reference 

Series products occupying pole. 

Sensationally well built and finished, the 

001 isn't just a CD player but also a full 

function preamp for a digital-only 

system. There are four digital inputs of 

three different types, again selected by 

uniformly neat chrome buttons on the 

front-panel button. A small green LED 

confirms that the unit has synced to a 

digital input. These are upsampled to 

24-bit/96kHz via a proprietary 

Burmester DSP algorithm, prior to D/A 

conversion. There are both single-ended 

and balanced outputs, and the 001 can 

be configured for either variable or fixed 

analogue output level by simply turning 

the unit off and back on while holding 

down the volume button. The 001 also 

has three types of digital outputs, so full 

marks for flexibility. 

The belt-drive transport is based on 

Philips' top loading CD Pro unit and 

made in house but keeps only the laser 

head assembly. Burmester's engineering 

includes such exotica as a 'super 

precision ball bearing' that runs on a Cl 

"This ridiculously handsome, super-shiny. softly 
glowing coalition of high-end hardware is backed 
up by the very finest ancillaries and suppons." 

Burmester 
001 CD player 
£9,000 
Think German hi·fi 

sounds cold and 

clinical7 Think again. 

This is arguably the 

least 'digital' 

sounding CD spinner 

on the planet. Build 

and finish are off the 

scale, too. 

Hovland HP-
200 preamprtier 
£6,450 
All hi·fi should look 

this good. Not your 

typical preamp, the 

HP-200 is a dream 

to use, design-as-art 

contemporary and 

wonderful to listen 

to when hooked up 

to the Radia. 

Providing the 

solid- state grip and 

grunt to complement 

the HP·200's verve, 

delicacy and 

transparency, the 

Radia is up for a 

long relationship. 

Eben X-Centric 
loudspeaker 
£5,000 per pair 
Not the prettiest 

speaker we could find 

but, as a sonic match 

for the front end, it's 

made in heaven. Very 

different tonal 

balance but once you 

'get it' you get it.. 



CJ sapphire bearing surface and a belt 

that's frozen, shaped and cut at -40°C, 

for stability and long life (90,000 hours). 

The whole transport assembly is 

mounted on a substantial aluminium 

slab suspended by elastomer mounts. 

And simply sliding back the precision 

machined aluminium transport cover 

must count as one of hi-fi's great tactile 

experiences. It's just so, uh, velvety. The 

op-amp-based analogue circuitry is fully 

balanced, DC-coupled, and runs in pure 

Class A. Lovely. 

Loveliness is, of course, Hovland's 

stock-in-trade. The L A-based company's 

HP-200 and Radia pre/power combo is 

no stranger to the pages of HFC and 

brings exactly the right degree of visual 

magnetism and sonic talent to the 

dinner party. (Well, just look at it - this 

isn't knees-up hi-fi, is it7) The guiding 

design philosophy behind the £6,450 

HP-200 remote line preamp and 

partnering £7,995 Radia power amp is 

to fuse the verve, transparency and 

lucidity of a valve preamp with the 

power and damping control of a 

solid-state power amp. 

As extraordinary on the inside as it is 

out, the Hovland HP-200 and Radia are 

built with the company's signature 

attention to detail and ergonomic 

simplicity. For instance, I love the huge 

power switch that dominates the front 

panel of the Radia and the blue glow of 

the 25mm thick frosted acrylic face 

panel. Weighing in at 33.6 kg, this 

125-watt (200 watts into four ohms) 

amplifier is a fully dual mono design 

with a robust power supply that uses 

handcrafted, oversized power 

transformers and what Hovland 

describes as 'ultra high-speed capacitors', 

along with Schottky rectifiers. 

DANISH X-CENTRICITY 

Completing the line-up is a £5,000 

stand mount speaker from Denmark. To 

say the Eben X-Centric unusual is 

something of an understatement. Truth 

is, it looks distinctly different to its rivals, 

sandwiching a sort of hybrid ribbon/ 

planer semi-horn-loaded tweeter 

between two conventional dynamic 

drivers in a classic time aligned 

D'Appolito arrangement. At first, the two 

polypropylene drivers look like Dynaudio 

designs but are, in fact, made by 

Audiotechnology, a company started by 

the man who founded Scanspeak and 

Dynaudio. Internally they are wired with 

the same Nordost monofilament cable 

used between speaker and amp and 

connections are for single terminations. 

The large reflex port is rear facing. 

Initially, this system sounded wrong. 

Or, rather, it must have sounded wrong, 

if all the other combos to have passed 

through Beautiful Systems were right. I 

use the past tense, here, because over 

the course of a couple of days, my 

perception of its performance rotated 

through an entire 180 degrees. Did the 

system really get that much better/ No. 

True, it settled in and warmed up and 

underwent the kind of improvements 

most high-quality systems do in the first 

48 hours or so. But main difference was 

acclimatisation and a massive 

realignment of thinking on the subject 

of what it is a hi-fi system should do. 

I guess I had become too used to a 

certain type of presentation where 

openness, clarity and detail are pushed 

to the fore. Switching from this to the 

Burmester/Hovland/Eben system's way 

of doing things was shocking. Immediate 

impressions were of a dull and recessed 

presentation with curiously cuppy vocals 

and a deficit of life, dynamics and 

imaging precision. I hit the stop button 

and scratched my head. In fact, I vacated 

the building, leaving the CD player on 

repeat for the evening and, indeed, the 

night. When I returned next morning 

and started to listen again, though, 

things began to improve. I found myself 

being lured deeper into the music and 

missing the brightly lit detail of other 

systems less and less. It was also 

becoming apparent that the system 

could project an impressively deep and 

BURMESTER e 02392 501888 ::::';WWW.BURMESTER.DE HOVLAND e 01892 539245 
:::: WWW.HOVLANDCOMPANY.COM EBEN e +45 9816 6027 <:=::WWW.EBEN.DK 



[Beautiful Systems ] 

"This system has an inclination to make everything sound, well, just 
great. CDs that would otherwise be gathering dust more than pass 
muster when treated the Burmester, Hovlands and Ebens." 

stable sound stage in which imaging 

specificity seemed to matter little; CDs 

which previously sounded flat filled out 

in a subtle but seductive way. 

Instruments and performers simply 

sounded more tangibly believable than 

they had before. The sense of cohesion 

was remarkable, too - clearly this was a 

system that didn't pull music apart for 

detailed analysis. 

Which isn't to say that it didn't convey 

detail. It's ability to reproduce the 

subtlest of micro-dynamic nuances was 

astonishing, as was the naturalness and 

harmonic richness it brought to 

instrument timbre. It combined 

articulacy and warmth. 

All right, there is an issue here. This 

system has an inclination to make 

everything sound, well, JUSt great. CDs 

that would otherwise be gathering dust 

- Eric Clapton's August, for example -

more than pass muster when treated to 

the combined talents of the Burmester, 

the Hovland duo and the Ebens. Again, 

this goes against the conventional grain, 

but I can't, for the life of me, think 

what's wrong with it. Nor is it that the 

system's apparently laid back 

presentation is better suited to classical, 

jazz and 'lite' forms of music than heavy 

metal. It does that, too. And you know 

what? A sweeter sounding Motorhead 

works. It shouldn't but it does. 

UNOBTRUSIVE RELAXATION 

It's hard to single out facets of this 

combo's sound. Of course, the balance is 

relaxed, musical and unobtrusive. The 

real achievement, though, is that it's so 

unobtrusively informative. The slim, deep 

Ebens are smooth and tuneful at low 

frequencies and fabulously subtle 

resolvers of detail through the mid and 

treble. They go loud without strain and 

always stay impressively in control. Their 

delivery always sounds fast, natural and 

unforced. Rhythmically lucid and 

surefooted, you never feel they're 

smearing the beat. In fact, their ability to 

time is fairly awesome - they'll start and 

stop on the proverbial dime. And you 

soon begin to appreciate their 

intelligibility which brings benefits to all 

kinds of music but is especially seductive 

with female vocals which are handled 

with tremendous finesse and refinement. 

So, what does it all boil down to/ How 

does this system score when judged by 

the usual Beautiful System criteria/ On 

the style front, I don't think there's much 

doubt. This is one of the best looking 

systems so far. It's just a pity that the 

Burmester's green LED display doesn't 

quite match the ethereal baby blue 

backlighting of the Hovlands. As for the 

sound, I suspect it will either make 

converts for life or send people packing, 

wearing a bemused expression. Had I 

listened to the system at a dealer, I'd 

have probably been one of the walkers. 

But I'd have lost. Like most things in life, 

the greatest rewards aren't always the 

most immediate. Yes, the presentation 

will be too rich for some tastes and yet I 

can't think of another system that's so 

genuinely insightful and effortlessly 

musical. If you listen to one hi-fi system 

before you remortgage the house, make 

it this one. HFC 

David Vivion 
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taken into account 

but the emphasis 

is on performance. 

Components scoring 

more than 85% 

may qualify for an 

HFC Award Badge 

Best Buy 

A component 

receiving the coveted 

Hi-Fi Choice Best 

Buy Badge has been 

judged to deliver 

excellent performance 

at its price point, 

thereby offering 

outstanding value 

for money. 

Editor's Choice 

This Badge is 

awarded only to those 

components that 

are judged to deliver 

reference-standard 

performance, regardless 

of cost These products 

may be considered 

among the very best of 

their kind. 

•t• 
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[Review ] Mordaunt·Shon Performance & loudspeaker 

Peformance an 
Mordaunt-Short's new flagship lives up to its moniker. Performance by name, performance by nature ... 

PRODUCT Mordaunt-Short Performance 6 

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker 

PRICE £3,500 per pair 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 24xl21 x37cm 

O Weight: 30kg each o Decoupled 'AIT tweeter with 

25mm aluminium dome O Alloy 'CPC' drivers: l xlOOmm 

mid, 2xl 65mm bass O Sensitivity/impedance: 89dB/4·8 

ohms (nom) o Injection moulded polymer resin enclosure 

CONTACT e 01753 680868 

:::_::: www.mordaunt-short.com 

T
he mess that was Mordaunt· Short at the 

end of its previous life, as a member of 

the TGI group (Tannoy, Goodmans, 

Mordaunt-Short), has finally been turned 

around, albeit at a rate that makes a 

supertanker doing a U·turn look like a dancer 

performing a pirouette on speed. It has been a 

slow, stately programme of improvement, and at 

times it has been hard to see which way things 

were going. But Mordaunt-Short has a 

not-so-secret weapon - a worldwide distribution 

dea I with Marantz, itself pa rt of a powerful 

multinational combine, which has meant there 

was no rush to market with underdeveloped or 

immature products. Performance, which is the 

brand new senior range of five loudspeakers in 

the Mordaunt-Short line-up, showcases all the 
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technologies that have been painstakingly 

developed over the three years (officially at 

least, but some elements of the design go back 

to the 1990s), along with others which are 

completely novel. Ostensibly at least, the 

Performance 6 - the senior model in the range 

- is a worthy flagship for the new and 

revitalised Mordaunt-Short. 

It is tempting to suggest that the headline 

features of this speaker are the enclosure and 

the tweeter, for reasons which will soon become 

clear. While this is entirely justified in technical 

terms - both are highly innovative - it would 

do an injustice to what is, by any standards, a 

thoroughly holistic exercise. Just about every 

design element pulls together towards a 

common goal, described in conversation with 

the Head of Acoustic Engineering, Graeme Foy, 

as low distortion and clarity. 

The remarkable An tweeter - and it really is 

remarkable - is described separately in the 

Tweeter Tech box (opposite). The goal of the 

equally remarkable enclosure was to control 

stiffness and damping to a high standard, 

which is not readily done with traditional 

materials. Any self-respecting engineer wants to 

work with curves rather than flat panels 

because they are intrinsically better controlled, 

and the company's big idea is to use structural 

foams. These foams can be formed into any 

shape, and can even have variable thickness 

walls. Both ideas are exploited here, using low 

pressure moulding techniques to provide the 

required combination of stiffness and damping. 

Working to a pattern which aims for an 

overall stiffness similar to wood, it is possible 

to control the behaviour of the material so that 

it forms a very stiff skin on the outside, and 

has a density gradient with depth. This results 

in what is claimed to be exceptional damping 

(each layer effectively 'damps' the next layer of 

lower or higher density) combined with low 

energy storage properties. The stiffest part of 

the enclosure is the curved 'spine' at the back, 

and the bass units are anchored to it, and 

resiliently decoupled from the baffle using 

rubber gaskets to reduce energy being fed into 

the baffle. A lOkg cast iron base built into the 

bottom of the enclosure acts as a mechanical 

ground, and an anchor point for the crossover 

to reduce acoustic feed back. 

As already indicated, the Performance 6 is 

designed to do a consistent job using a variety 

of technologies, techniques and materials. At 



TWEETER TECH 

the simplest level, it is a three-way, four-driver 

floorstanding system. It features a 25mm alloy 

dome tweeter, a lOOmm dished alloy midrange 

unit and two 165mm bass drivers, also with 

dished alloy diaphragms. 

All three larger units are third-generation CPC 

(Continuous Profile Cone) designs, which use 

smooth dish-shaped diaphragms with extended 

radial ribbing on the mid and bass units, to 

help control mechanical break-up under drive. 

Third generation here refers to modifications to 

the radial ribbing, the design of the surround 

and some modifications to the basket. The way 

the voice coil is married to the diaphragm has 

been introduced with the Performance range. 

The lOOmm midrange driver, which operates c:::a 

"The goal of the remarkable 
enclosure was to control stiffness 
and damping to a high standard." 
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[Review ] Mordaunt·Shon Performance & loudspeaker 

POSITIONING 

The tweeter is unusual in its construction, and this 

presents some key differences in the way it behaves 

on audition. It has a somewhat wider dispersion 

that normally expected from a 25mm dome, and 

appears to have an unusually clean very high 

frequency behaviour. The first HF resonance is said 

to be around 28kHz, with useful output to about 

38kHz, combined with better than usual control 

over resonant behaviour. The result is that tweeter 

orientation is not too critical, and the use of a 

dedicated small diameter midrange unit also helps 

preserve wide imaging in the midband. 

This speaker is as close to a 'set and forget' 

design as you will find from a model this size, but 

there are still some points to watch. In particular, 

the well extended bass does need room to breathe, 

which points towards placing it a meter or so from 

the back wall to reduce 'room boom'. Toe-in is a 

matter that will vary with the room available. We 

would advice a wide baseline between the speakers 

(up to 60 degrees subtended angle from the 

listening seat may work) as long as this doesn't 

mean placing the speakers near side walls. Then 

adjust the speaker angle inwards just sufficiently to 

fill in the centre of the soundstage. 

SYSTEM MATCHING 
Here is where things could become slightly tricky. 

Don't expect this system to deliver with flaky 

amplifiers or source components. Towards the end 

of the test period, we were able to drive the 

Mordaunt-Short with a Marantz PM 11 S l amplifier 

and SA 11 S l stereo SACD/CD player (the subject 

of an exclusive review next month) that injected a 

touch of warmth combined with good control, and 

helped resolve a tendency to sound over-analytical 

and upfront. This combination is clearly one that 

works well - and was used during the development 

of the speaker. 

It is, of course, possible to go even further. You 

can certainly stay within the Marantz range, but 

also - as we discovered using the newly introduced 

Classe electronics - it's possible to build a system 

that produces a very bold yet superbly controlled 

sound. Most of all, this is a speaker that will allow 

you to hear what the rest of your system ea n do. 

So, at the risk of banging an old drum, we strongly 

advocate a careful and extended audition, ideally 

at home if this can be arranged. 
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Alloy 25mm tweeter 

dome, protected by a 

mesh cover 

100mm midrange 

drive unit with a 

smooth, dish-shaped 

alloy diaphragm 

165mm bass drivers 

with dished alloy cones 

and radial ribbing to 

help control breakup 

modes 

Reflex port 

Enclosure moulded 

from structural foams 

Aspirated ----

Technology rear 

spike for air egress 

Curved back acts 

as a spine to which 

drive units a re 

attached internally 

Tri-amping ---

speaker terminals, 

supplied with 

shorting links 

24cm 

"This loudspeaker delivers a level of detail 
and transparency that is virtually 
unprecedented in a moving coil design." 
Cl between 350Hz-3kHz, is completely new 

and uses compact rare earth magnets to reduce 

the area of magnet that is available to reflect 

back-radiated sound through the cone. The 

chassis employs what Mordaunt-Short describes 

as sound deadening steel - two dissimilar 

layers of steel sandwiched together with an 

elastomer layer (okay then, rubbery glue) - to 

dampen down ringing on the chassis. 

SOUND QUALITY 

There is something more than a little unusual 

about the musical behaviour of the 

Performance 6, and we confess it is not easy to 

put into words. Very quickly it became 

apparent that the loudspeakers - and we 

talking here about the midband and lower 

treble in particular - combine a number of 

qualities that are normally only found in 

electrostatic panel speakers. There is a level of 

detail and transparency that is virtually 

unprecedented in a moving coil design. This is 

combined here with an uncommonly flat, 

uncoloured tonality. 

Not only is the treble open and detailed 

thanks to a good quality tweeter (of which 

more soon), the Performance 6 lacks that 

'hooded' quality- the damped midband feel, 

experienced even with very sophisticated 

moving coil loudspeakers. Some may hear this 

speaker as over-energetic, even a little 

hyperactive, but you will find that this 

impression tends to fade with time. It fades 

not because of acclimatisation, but because 

the speaker takes a long time to run in and 

settle down. But this tendency does make the 

Performance 6 unusually system fussy - see the 

System Matching box (left) for more on this. 

Conversely, the Mordaunt Short is not 

especially troubled by the room, or at least it 

wasn't in the author's room, which from 

experience (and measurement) is known to be 

relatively neutral and easy going. The 

dispersion of the tweeter is wider than you 

might expect, which appears to be a helpful 

side effect of the aspirated technology. The 

result is a degree of presence and liveliness 

from a variety of listening positions, and a 

relaxed requirement for speaker orientation. 

If all this leads you to expect a bass 

performance that is overshadowed by the 

upfront midband, think again. Given the size 

of the enclosure, the bass stretches a long 

way down - deep enough to capture the 32-

foot organ pedal notes on a full scale 

orchestral organ with some ease and a real 

sense of power. But in the grand scheme of 

things, quantity of bass comes a long way 

down the Richter scale when compared to 

integration, tunefulness and 'speed', and it is 

in these areas that the Performance 6 really 

makes its mark. 

Yes, the bass is deep and it has real power 

and authority, but most of all it sounds 

genuinely tuneful, relatively non-resonant (in 

larger rooms) and gratifyingly 'quick'. Well 

recorded bass lines sound like part of the 

action, and not as though they were recorded 

in an isolated booth and patched in the 

following week. In short, the bass sings and 

sings wonderfully; it ebbs and flows in a 

natural, progressive and organic way. 



The subtly rounded and tilted baffle has been 

carefully shaped to mitigate the effects of 

cabinet edge diffraction, to provide a measure 

of time alignment and, incidentally, to improve 

mechanical stability. This, combined with the 

quick start and stop nature of the design, has 

imbued the Performance 6 with holographic 

imaging, as was discovered when seated well 

off axis. It was not just that the instruments 

and voices were laid out coherently in an arc in 

front of the listening seat, though this much is 

true. The way that each instrument and voice 

appeared to inhabit its own position in space, 

with a definable acoustic contributing to the 

overall sense of acoustic space was 

extraordinary. Again, this hints at the kind of 

imaging sometimes delivered by electrostatic 

panels, without the bowed geometric distortion 

that often arises, and with a much more 

prescient sense of depth and space. 

Add all these things together and you have a 

loudspeaker that tells you more about the 

recordings you listen to than most, almost like 

listening through good headphones, but 

without the anomalous sense of scale and the 

peculiar in-head imagery. If there is a 

downside, it's that the Performance 6 does 

nothing to sanitise inadequate recordings or 

equipment But, that's about it 

Performance 6 is a real milestone product for 

Mordaunt-Short (and designer Graeme Foy in 

particular). It's a loudspeaker we suspect will 

come to be seen as a classic in years to come. 

For the user, the Perform a nee 6 emerges 

almost from nowhere, fully formed, as a serious 

contender at the high-end. Chinese 

manufacturing is probably its making, as it has 

helped to keep the price out of the 

stratosphere where it would probably have 

been stuck if made in the UK. And just in case 

the pictures that accompany this review don't 

tell the whole story, it looks like a quality item, 

as well as sounding like one. It will take up 

valuable living room real estate, but it looks 

great from a distance, and it also looks great 

under a magnifying glass. The gloss finish is 

absolutely superb. HFC 

Alvin Cold 

SOUND»94% [I PRO 
Resolution and imaging are 

>-------------< state of the art, treble is 
subjectively clean, detailed 
and extended. Aesthetically EASE OF DRIVE» 75% 

BUILD>> 95% 

the design is well balanced 
and superbly finished. 

�CON 
Needs room to breathe, is 

>-------------< demanding of source material 
and partnering equipment. 
Forward balance may not suit 
all tastes. 

VALUE» 92% 

march 200S I HI-FI CHOICE 41 





Good resolution, remarkable 
musical grip and coherence, 

___ ______ __, excellent timing, lovely bass, 
ease of upgradability. 

UCON 





Advantage S12.3 universal disc player [Review ] 

"Ironically, for a player whose speciality is 
multichannel replay, the most impressive 
performance was delivered from CD." 

FORMAT COMPATIBILITY 

DVD-AUDIO tl' DVD+R tl' 
------t--·-------------------

DVD- VI DEO tl' DVD-RAM 
------------+-------------

SACD tl' MP3 AUDIO 
�-------

• 

tl' 

CD 
-----

--- �--------�---
WMA AUDIO X 

HDCD X ' AACAUDIO X 
coll/-ilw --------;;--�--v1o"Eoco··---- --�-

o�o;/-;w--.,;.----+---·;;;[c;-�;Ci-i";��s---i-------- -

track timings and so on) and the other 

showing internal processor settings - volume 

for example. The player is solidly built, and is 

supplied with a solid aluminium remote 

control, which is in keeping with the player, but 

the very tiny control buttons make it 

something of a trial to use in practice. A well 

designed plastic wand would have been a 

more practical proposition, and cheaper too. 

SOUND QUALITY 
This is an entirely new player from a source 

without a proven track record in the UK. 

Nevertheless, it all looks very good. Noise 

levels are extremely low, and player behaviour 

is predictable and solid, except that the test 

sample occasionally switched into standby mid 

disc - hopefully an isolated sample fault. 

Ironically, for a player whose speciality is 

multichannel replay, the most impressive 

performance of all was delivered in plain stereo 

from CDs, specifically using single-bit 

conversion through the balanced stereo 

outputs into a Krell KSV-400xi stereo 

integrated amplifier driving the previously 

mentioned Focal-JMlab loudspeakers. 

There is a sense of scale combined with 

subtlety about the Advantage in this mode 

which combined with unusually consistent 

behaviour with changing musical dynamics 

makes sense of difficult recordings in a 

particularly gratifying way. Brian Wilson's Smile 
sounded gloriously real, almost like a live 

performance, when the volume was turned up 

to realistic levels. The sound has an unusually 

articulate 'open-mouth' quality that is difficult 

to pin down on paper with any real precision, 

but which is very hard to gainsay on audition. 

Stereo CD supercharged the replay system, but 

there was also a clear advantage through the 

balanced output, in part of course because the 

Krell is a true balanced mode design. Against 

expectations, it was multi bit operation that 

sounded more wooden. 

DVD-Audio and SACD were almost as good, 

with DVD-Audio taking the honours as is often 

the case with universal players. Perhaps this is 

because the musical presentation was just a 

little more CD-like in its bold architecture and 

upfront presence. But it was a close run thing, 

with some comparisons of discs recorded in 

both formats sounding a little sweeter and 

more subtle, if less gripping, from SACD. 

However, for SACD, the PCM masters were not 

full 96kHz resolution. But regardless of the 

high-resolution format, there was a slight loss 

of tension and range, specifically when 

compared to CD in balanced mode (though 

single ended CD had no such advantage). 

There were no problems using the Dolby and 

DTS outputs, but again it was no revelation 

either. The Lexicon receiver used for this test 

has a particularly good decoder built in, and in 

a 7.1-channel context can also bring the 

benefits of Logic 7 to bear, which gives a much 

more three-dimensional image at the sides and 

back of the room. Even in 5.1-channel mode, 

the Lexicon is just a little more subtle and 

honed, but the Advantage processing 

is still detailed and the imaging is explicit. 

VIDEO PERFORMANCE 
Video quality is first rate, especially through 

the DVI output, though the analogue outputs 

also deliver a great picture. Component video 

has a clear edge on the other analogue 

outputs, but when using a short, good-quality 

lead, $-Video shows very little colour spread, 

and just a little moire. Even this, though, � 
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[Review ] Advantage Sl 2.3 universal disc player 

Unfortunately, 

Advantage's designer 

Michael Blodelius was not 

available for comment ot 

the time of the review for 

personal reasons. Instead, 

we spoke with Werner 

Barden, sales director of Advantage, about the 

player's design - and the vision of its designer 

HFC: Tell us about the designer, Mike Bladelius. 

WB: Mike is quite remarkable, without doubt one 

of the most talented designers in the world, both 

in the analogue and the digital fields. 

Born in Gutenberg, Sweden, he was a designer 

for Nelson Pass's Threshold, but when his wife 

became pregnant, they returned to Sweden, 

where he designs or has done design work for 

various companies, including Sony, Texas 

Instruments and Primare. He approached me to 

collaborate in the project that became 

Advantage, where he would do the design work, 

and I would help with voicing and marketing. But 

it soon became obvious that he didn't need help 

with the voicing. Our geographic locations - I 

operate from Germany, he from Sweden - made 

close day to day cooperation difficult, so this was 

just as well. 

What was the reason for including both 

single-bit and multibit conversion options in 

the Sl2.3? 

The idea a was to create a player with various 

different quality levels - hence the 12.1 and 12.3 

options. This combines with the twin DAC 

arrangement to provide as much choice as 

possible for different tastes. 

Where are Advantage products sold? 

We operate exclusively in European markets at 

present: Norway, Sweden, Germany, Italy, the UK, 
Hungary, and we're just starting up in Russia. It is 

our intention to address the American market in 

due course. 

What's your take on the present state of the 

market for your kind of product? 

The home cinema market is growing, but in 

mature markets where music is important -

Germany for example - the high-end stereo 

market is holding its own, though it is no longer a 

growth area. 

The way we address this with the S 12 is that 

users can chose what level of audio or video 

capability they require, and upgrade at a later 

stage if they find the need. 
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CJ only appeared in practice with the Video 

Essentials test disc. Picture quality was crisp 

and clean, with an output whose black levels 

and shadow detail were fully able to exploit the 

Yamaha DPX-1100 test projector's capabilities. 

Truly excellent video discs, such as a special 

high bit-rate version of Jet Li's Hero, reproduced 

with exquisite level of detail and with motion 

artefacts handled well without any special 

adjustment of the video parameters. There is a 

real suggestion of depth when the background 

is just out of focus, as the foreground practically 

jumps out of the screen. But the Advantage is 

no better in video terms than other high-quality 

DVD players we've tested recently, and Arcam's 

DV29 looked even bolder and more impressive. 

The Advantage 512.3 is a superb universal 

player -a strong performer with each of its 

compatible formats, and especially impressive as 

a legacy CD player. In level three guise, as 

reviewed, it is a player that is clearly heavily 

Digital conversion 
and Class A 
output stage 

Video switching 
and routing card 

Main control 
DSP processor and 
flash memory 

geared towards the audiophile, with a musicality 

few multiformat machines can dream of 

matching. DVD-Video playback is impressive 

too, though there is less 'wow-factor' here -

there are players available for significantly less 

that perform even better. With music though, 

and particularly CD, the S 12.3 will be a hard 

DVD-compatible machine to beat. HFC 

Alvin Cold 
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VERDICT 
SOUND» 90% 

»SUB RATINGS 

CD 92% SACO 871119 DVO.A � !'.l PRO 
>-V-IS- IO_N _ >_>-8-6-.A-. ---l Exquisitely naturalistic CD 

sound quality, and good to 
excellent performance 

f---------1 elsewhere. Extensive FEATURES» 88% upgradeability is promised. 







Conrad·Johnson ACT2 preamplifier and Premier 350SA power amplifier [Review] 

"There is so much detail going on , so much 
information passed from disc to speaker, the 
limitation is often the listener." 
by discrete cascaded voltage regulators. This 

system isolates the audio circuit from the power 

rails, by keeping near zero impedance across all 

audio frequencies. To keep noise further at bay, 

the heaters for the triodes a re fed DC voltage 

from another discrete regulated power supply. 

As the noise generated by the heaters is 

infrasonic, this is seldom considered a problem 

and other amps often feed power from the 

same supply driving the rest of the triode. Here, 

however, there's no such thing as compromise. 

Component quality has always been a 

watchword with C-J products. The ACT2 has 

fine quality components throughout, including 

metal foil resistors everywhere (even in the 

power supplies - another example of overkill 

done right) and the best quality polypropylene, 

polystyrene and Teflon capacitors in the power 

supply. Cleverly, C-J manages to avoid using 

electrolytic capacitors in either the audio 

circuits or their power supplies 

There's much to praise about the overall look 

of the preamplifier. The main controls sit on an 

almost L-shaped box, which stands proud of

but stepped back from - the base, giving the 

ACT2 the elegance of an Art Deco building. 

The four circular Perspex layers act as 

protection for the four valves on show, but 

don't add any nasty microphonic effects. The 

overall look is like something out of Fritz Lang's 

Metropolis, in microcosm ... and champagne 

gold. The Premier 350SA is, in contrast, a 

rectangular black box with a champagne front 

panel, a big on/off switch and a LED. Perhaps 

its not that simplistic (there's a swoosh across 

the front panel too). and the design cues of 

preamp are echoed in power amp, but by its 

very nature, the case of the power amp is 

going to look less exciting than the preamp. 

Even the remote for the ACT2 continues the 

chunky gold line. It's not filled with buttons, 

but has all the volume, source, mute and 

balance controls needed to drive the preamp. 

SOUND QUALITY 

It's a paradox - describing the character and 

sound of components that have next to no 

inherent character and sound in their own 

right. Taken separately or together, these 

products are two of the most transparent, least 

sonically intrusive components around, to such 

an extent that changing over an interconnect 

cable has more of a sonic signature than the 

combo itself. 

The lack of sonic signature means you may 

well have to redraw the rest of your system. Yet, 

the combination is not stark or desperately 

analytical and doesn't require you to continually 

change bits and pieces in a futile search for the 

ultimate. It will get the best out of every 

component, but also present their hidden 

natures without damaging the performance. All 

of which implies this combination gets closer 

than most to delivering the sound, the whole 

sound and nothing but the sound. 

This absence of character changes your 

perception of music. There is so much detail 

going on, so much information passed from 

disc to speaker, the limitation is often the 

listener. Sounds appear almost slow, but in fact 

it's just your brain processing the wealth of 

information. Even bad transfers of classic discs 

that have poor recording quality come across 

wonderfully - Stevie Wonder's lnnervisions is 

an album of rare musical genius, but with a 

recording quality that arguably leaves much to 

be desired. Play this through the ACT2 and 

Premier 350SA combination, however, and the 

poor recording quality ceases to be so 

important. Instead, you are so impressed by 

the actions of the musicians, you seem to 

transcend the sound quality. Listen into the 

recording and every aspect of it is correctly 

paced and when you take all these aspects as 

one big musical whole, there is no sense of 

slowing down the sound. Yet, when you first 

approach the sound, it is so overwhelmingly 

information-packed it seems slow. Usually, this 

only happens when listening to the live 

musicians themselves or in the recording 

studio. In short, this means C-J is doing 

something really right. c:i 
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[Review ] Conrad·Johnson ACT2 preamplifier and Premier 350SA power amplifier 

Lew Johnson, co-founder of 

Conrad-Johnson, talks 

about the genesis of the 

ACT2 and Premier 3505A 

pre/power amps 

HFC: How did you improve 

upon the two-box ART in the one-box ACT2? 

U: The single most important factor was the switch 

to our new Teflon, Conrad-Johnson designed 

capacitors, which replace the earlier polystyrene 

capacitors used in the ART. Teflon is an even better 

dielectric than polystyrene, which means capacitors 

that produce less of a 'ghost' image in audio signals 

(due to lower dielectric absorption). The ACT2 also 

benefits from several execution detail improvements 

that we have uncovered over the course of the eight 

years since the introduction of the ART. 

Why does this preamp use fewer valves than 

other reference-class valve preamps? 

Like the ART, the ACT2 uses what we call a 

'composite-triode circuit' in which small triodes are 

connected together in parallel to create the 

equivalent of one 'large' triode. The 6N30P twin 

triode chosen for the ACT2 is an extremely high

current, high-transconductance tube. We elected to 

run the tubes conservatively, resulting in the same 

'size' composite triode from four sections of the new 

tubes as we managed with 10 sections of the old. 

Is there a big difference between designing amps 

with valves and those with solid-state circuits? 

The circuits look entirely different, biasing 

considerations are different, transistors have 

thermal stability issues that are non-existent in 

tubes and so on. And yet, the general principles are 

much the same. Our basic approach to both is to 

fine-tune simple circuits, executed with carefully 

selected parts. From a practical viewpoint, I would 

say that the big difference is that it is hard to make 

a tube circuit that sounds bad, and it is hard to 

make a solid-state circuit that sounds good. 

Why is gain considerably lower on the ACT2, 

compared to the ART? 

Both units run the tubes for literally maximum gain 

- there is no local feedback. The 6N30Ps are a 

somewhat lower gain triode than the 6922. In fact, 

this is another point in favour of that tube, as the 

ART had more gain than is really needed. 
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Detail - ACT2 
All controls driven by relays, 

including the power switch Input selectors, 

including volume 

and tape 

monitoring 

valves in 

clear Perspex 

protection 

system 

Detail - Premier 350SA 

High-resolution --==-:---. 

bipolar output 

transformers 

New -------=:;;;;;;;;;;a1-+ 
generation 

CJD Teflon 

capacitors 

CJ The sense of effortlessness is something 

that is almost impossible to imagine or 

describe. The ACT2 and Premier 350SA let the 

music flow unimpeded with rare simplicity. 

Whatever you play through the system doesn't 

sound like you are hearing it anew, just that 

you are hearing it without impediment. 

The two components blend together 

perfectly. If there is a flaw in the combination 

- which is highly doubtful - it is that it's hard 

to get a raucous sound. Strangely, this is more 

to do with self-editing on behalf of the listener 

than any intrinsic smoothing in the amplifiers 

themselves. You simply move away from the 

raucous end of the spectrum. 

So, these two amplifiers combine beautifully. 

But how do they fare individually' In terms of 

detailing, soundstage, dynamics and 

musicality, there is little - if anything -

between them. The differences are 

slight, but noticeable if you really focus. 

Ultimately, the ACT2 is more rounded 

and 'beautiful' sounding (in the manner 

of classic C-J products, only with much 

less in the way between you and the 

music), while the Premier 350SA is more 

'21 st Century', excitingly dynamic and 

fractionally forward-sounding. The ACT2 

isn't 'laid back', nor is the Premier 350SA 

'in your face', though. And there's an 

added bonus, too - when matched 

together, their synergy is seamless .. 

• 

Dual LED read-out for 

accurate volume level 

===- Rail supply 

fuses 

Power supply 

circuit 

Ultra high-power, 

wide-bandwidth 

mains transformer 

Such clarity and effortlessness requires the 

best possible components elsewhere in the 

chain, but that's obvious if you're thinking of 

blowing twenty grand on a brace of amps. Yet in 

that heady, rarefied atmosphere of the highest 

of high-end, the ACT2/Premier 350SA does 

that special thing: it raises the standard and 

establishes a new reference point. Stereo 

amplification doesn't get much better - and in 

the case of the ACT2, there's good reason to 

suggest that it's the best preamp yet made. HFC 

Alan Sircom 
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The most sexy designs 
- "The remote must have caused competitors 

to tear their hair with envy" Hi-Fi4all 

Award winning musical sound 
- "So, do I like this Densen amp. No, I love it." Hi-Fi Choice 

Whether it is Madonna, Miles Davis, Mozart or AC/DC; all 

have put their heart and soul into their music. No matter if 

the quality of the recording is good or bad. Reproduction 

of music is supposed to be made with all the energy that 

has been put into it by the artist. You might think that this 

comes natural for any Hi-Fi system. However, it does not! 

Too many systems today are only able to play perfect 

recorded music. Though it is a fact that only a fraction of 

today's music is really well recorded. So what do you do 

when you want to listen to The Beatles?!? On most systems 

it is better to use your Beatles CD's as Frisbees than actual

ly listening to them! High-End systems today have a ten

dency to sound very boring and not being able to play 

ordinary recordings. It is our finest mission to make music 

sound as engaging as it was intended. The way we see it, 

a Hi-Fi system is a musical instrument that must be able to 

play all kinds of music, regardless the quality of the record

ing. Music must make you want to stand up and play the 

airguitar or be an "air conductor" and forget all about the 

Hi-Fi. If you always end up analysing the quality of the 

recording and not listening to the music then your system 

might just not be able to play music! 

We challenge you and your system. Experience the musi

cal difference. Experience Densen. 

Life is too short for boring Hi-Fi. 

"The best advice I can give you is to audition the beat for 

your selves. It does so much right that really expensive 

amps get wrong, that it might even start you thinking!" 

B-100 in Hi-Fi Plus 

"I absolutely loved the Densen. I can confidently state that 

the B-200 gave me more of everything that I treasured, not 

in the sense that it emphasized any aspect of the music 

but rather that it brought me closer (as far as I could tell) to 

it. I bought the review unit, and it is now part of my refer

ence system." 

B-200 in Secrets of home theater 

Densen Lundevej l 0 6705 Esbjerg 0 Denmark 

Phone: (+45) 75 18 12 14 E-mail: mail@densen.dk www.densen,com 





Dali Helicon 400 loudspeaker [Review] 

Danish sizzler 
This tasty Danish loudspeaker is a game of two and two halves in the driver department 

PRODUCT Dali Helicon 400 

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker 

PRICE £3,300 per pair 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 22xl03x46cm 

O Weight: 32kg O Twin tweeter arrangement: 25mm 

fabric dome plus ribbon super-tweeter O Two 165mm 

bass/mid drivers with pulp cones O Twin terminal pairs 

O Sensitivity/impedance: 90dB/4 ohms (min) 

CONTACT W 01977 798844 e! www.dali.dk 

R
egular readers might have noticed this 

speaker's smaller brother was featured 

in a recent Ultimate Croup Test. (HFC 

260) For a compact standmount, that £1,980 

per pair Helicon 300 looked a capable but 

costly prospect, against which this seriously 

hefty (32kg) Helicon 400 floorstander seems 

rather better value at £3,300. 

Dali is short for Danish Audiophile 

Loudspeaker Industries. It has links to 

Denmark's largest hi-fi retail chain, has been 

around for a great many years, and makes a 

huge range of models, which are now imported 

to Britain by distributor 'A' Audiosolutions. In 

the extensive Dali portfolio, the Helicons sit 

between the Royals and the Euphoniae, and 

this 400 is the middle model in a three-strong 

range of Helicon stereo pairs. 

A price tag of more than three grand is still a 

lot to ask for any pair of loudspeakers, but this 

example comes with rather more than its fair 

back of the speaker is significantly narrower 

than the front. This not only looks good, it's 

also functional, adding considerable stiffness, 

avoiding the parallel sides that create focused 

internal standing waves and distributing 

reflections. The glue layers help to provide some 

damping for the panels and further stiffening is 

supplied by internal braces. Besides the bracing 

and the division into two separate bass 

chambers, a further small sealed chamber has 

been created at the bottom of the enclosure to 

house the crossover network. This keeps it as 

clear as possible of the pressure changes and 

vibrations that occur inside the enclosure. 

There are four drivers in toto here, though 

the configuration is a 'two-and-two-halves-way'. 

It's essentially a two-way, with the sole 

crossover point between the upper bass/mid 

driver and the dome tweeter occurring at the 

usual 3kHz. Twin terminal pairs allow each 'leg' 

to be addressed separately, with bi-wire or 

bi-amp connection and drive. A second 

bass/mid driver mounted below the first is 

only used to augment the bass region, and is 

rolled off above 700Hz. The ribbon tweeter, 

mounted above the dome in the treble 

module, only comes in above a high l3kHz. 

The two main drivers both have 165mm cast 

frames and a 125mm diameter pulp cone, 

impregnated with long wood fibres and with a 

curved-profile. Each operates into its own 

"Helicon 400 is unquestionably one of the 
most neutral speakers we've encountered." 

share of special features. Opening the massive 

flight cases used to ship these hefty speakers 

revealed a top-class lacquer-over-real-wood 

shiny finish that can certainly be expected to 

command a handsome price premium. The 

speaker is fashionably slim when viewed from 

the front, with additional elegant scalloping 

narrowing the enclosure either side of the 

tweeter module, but makes up for this with 

considerable front-to-back depth. This, along 

with a chamfered plinth and the massive 

weight, all goes towards ensuring impressive 

physical stability. Generous 8mm spikes 

provide good floor coupling, though these are 

only locked by thumbwheels, which have a 

tendency to work loose. 

The enclosure is not only beautifully finished, 

it's also very attractively shaped. By building 

up glued together layers of thin MDF, the sides 

are formed into a shallow curve, so that the 

sub-enclosure, each reflex-loaded by its own rear 

port, which is tuned to 32Hz. The treble module 

is a particularly interesting feature, similar to 

that also found in the more upmarket Euphonia 

models. It mounts a 25mm fabric dome and a 

1 OxSSmm ribbon device on a single alloy 

chassis to ensure fine mechanical integrity. The 

ribbon is used to extend the bandwidth at the 

top of the dome's operating range, while also 

ensuring consistent lateral distribution. 

The measured performance is very impressive. 

The frequency response (measured under far

field in-room averaged conditions) looks 

exceptionally smooth and neutral through the 

broad midband and treble, with just slight 

unevenness through the upper midrange and 

presence (1-4kHz) The bass goes deep and is 

reasonably even, if perhaps a shade strong 

below 60Hz, while the extreme top end, above 

1 Ok Hz is also a shade stronger than average. 

Dai i's claimed sensitivity of 88dB is quite 

conservative - on our tests 89-90dB is closer to 

the reality under far-field conditions, though the 

amplifier load is 4-6 ohms through most of the 

band, so current demands are on the high side. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The measurements translated very effectively 

into the listening experience, and this Helicon 

400 is unquestionably one of the most neutral 

speakers we've encountered, both in terms of 

the overall tonal balance it delivers, and also in 

its beautiful freedom from boxiness. 

There's a tendency to emphasise the extreme 

bass and treble, both of which occasionally 

make one aware of their presence, but never to 

the point where either becomes distractingly 

obtrusive. Rather the reverse, in fact, as the bass 

here is clean, powerful and deep, adding 

convincing scale and weight without unwanted 

thump or thickening. And if the top end has a 

slight tendency to draw attention to itself, it 

does so with such silky smooth sweetness Cll 
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[Review ] Dali Helicon 400 loudspeaker 

34m 

POSITIONING 
Even with the speakers positioned well clear of 

side and rear walls, the bass end is strong here, so 

close-to-wall siting is clearly not a practical option. 

Under some room conditions (such as trying to 

shoe-horn these speakers into very small or almost 

square rooms), the bass end could well sound a 

little too heavy, even without close-to-wall 

reinforcement. If this is the case, it could well be 

worth experimenting with techniques to block (or 

at least partly block) the ports, both of which are 

tuned to 32Hz. 

Because the ribbon tweeter is just lOmm wide, it 

delivers wide sound distribution right up to the 

very highest audible frequencies, so the lateral 

orientation of these speakers is largely uncritical. If 

you prefer to place your speakers square on to the 

room boundaries for aesthetic reasons, that's no 

problem here, though we still prefer angling stereo 

speakers so that their main axes cross a little in 

front of the listening zone, as this tends to give 

more consistent imaging across a wider arc. Note, 

however, that because the ribbon tweeter is SS mm 

tall, its vertical distribution will be very limited, so 

for the best air and transparency one should try to 

sit so that your ears are almost at the same height 

as the ribbon units. 

SYSTEM MATCHING 
The impedance follows the continental tradition by 

being a four-ohm load, so its current demands will 

be on the heavy side, but this Dali is by no means 

extreme in this regard; four ohms is the minimum 

here, and the average is around six ohms above 

SOOHz. This will pose no problems for any decent 

modern amplifier, especially as the load has been 

compensated through the crossover region, and 

therefore stays very consistent at all frequencies. 

Furthermore, bass extension is very generous, 

registering -2dB at 20Hz under in-room 

conditions, and the sensitivity is a very useful 

89-90dB too, so even modestly powered amplifiers 

will do a decent job. Note, however, that the full 

bandwidth, wide dynamic range and especially the 

essentially sweet and extended treble has the 

capability to show up any deficiencies in the 

sources, amplification, cables, other system 

ancillaries and even mains quality. In resolution 

terms this is a top class speaker that deserves to 

be used in a top class system. 
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Twin tweeter module 
with ribbon 
supertweeter 
smoothes high 
frequency distribution 

Twin main drivers have 
165mm cast chassis 
and pulp/wood-fibre 
cones 

Solid plinth with 
generous footprint 

Cl that the result is extra air and detail, with no 

unpleasant spitch or splatter. 

Imaging is superbly spacious and 'out of the 

box', with precise focus and good depth 

layering. Shut the eyes, and one simply isn't 

aware of the location of the speakers, merely of 

the soundstage spreading out between, 

around and behind them. Choral Evensong 
(Radio 3, 4pm on Wednesdays) was 

particularly effective, as indeed was any 

material involving acoustic instruments and 

unamplified voices captured using simple 

miking in a spacious acoustic. 

Colorations are very well controlled, with JUSt 

a little extra nasality and a slightly 'pinched' 

character audible on speech. There's no 

evidence of 'boxiness' from the enclosure, 

which feels remarkably 'dead' to the touch, 

even when the speaker is working really hard. 

The Helicon 400 is just so downright 

competent, I simply left them in the listening 

room doing their thing, and they left me 

wondering whether there was any good reason 

to opt for something more costly and exotic. 

Ultimately, the midband is perhaps lacking in 

both transparency and dynamic tension, but 

only to a modest degree. That may well be 

because the slight excess at the extreme top 

and bottom leaves the midband sounding a 

little laid back. However, the unusually flat 

impedance trace suggests that a compensated 

network is probably used here, and the extra 

complexity involved might also be a factor. 

During the time that the Helicon 400s were 

installed, they were used for several listening 

tests with industry visitors. None had seen the 

model before, and all were impressed by both 

the classy presentation and the fine sound 

quality, and surprised the speaker wasn't more 

expensive than its actual asking price. One 

reason for leaving the 400s in situ in these 

sessions was simply that the speaker proved 

very adept at revealing the differences when 

22cm 

Beautiful lacquer
over-real-wood 
finish 

Curved and -------' 
tapering sides add 
stiffness and 
spread internal 
reflections and 
standing waves 

Twin terminal 
pairs 

components were changed elsewhere in the 

chain. The very superior inherent neutrality 

combined with the wide dynamic range and 

fine coherence made it very easy to hear the 

changes made when using the various new 

Vertex AQ components I tried recently. 

A new vibration-absorbing 'bi-wire link' set 

was inserted to replace the conventional wire 

links supplied by Dali, and the improvement in 

dynamic range that resulted from inserting 

these components brought an immediate and 

obvious improvement in low-level resolution 

and dynamic range, as vibrations generated by 

the bass units were blocked from interfering 

with the tweeter. 

Although the 'two-and-two-halves-way' 

configuration is rare, this is the second 

example to come our way recently (see also 

Rega's R9 in HFC 256), and provides further 

evidence for the excellent results this approach 

can provide, combining the fine coherence of a 

simple two-way with the additional extension 

at both frequency extremes provided by the 

extra drive units. HFC 
Paul Messenger 

VERDICT • l 
SOUND » 93% a PRO 

Beautifully finished 
f-----------j floorstander with top class 

engineering. Creates a very 
EASE OF DRIVE » 83% neutral full-bandwidth sound 

with wide dynamic range. 

1----------<acoN 
BUILD »93% 

VALUE »90% 

••••••••111• 

Spikes are locked with 

thumbwheels, which have a 

This beautiful design manages to combine advanced drive unit 
technology with solid enclosure engineering. This makes the 
speaker a paragon of laid back - yet dynamic - neutrality, with 
a lovely freedom from boxiness and fine stereo imaging, too. 

Hl·FI; . 
OVERALL SCORE >> 



Not for 

conservatives 

The comprehensive range of turntables by Pro-ject, 

design is perhaps a little less conservative than the norm 
and yes, products are available in blue, and red, and yellow, and green. 

High quality record players are available from just over £100 

Contact us today for details of your nearest Centre of Excellence. 

Centres of Excellence are our elite dealers who have shown commitment to customer service, attended 

regular product training seminars and offer demonstration facilities on the majority of the Pro-ject range. 
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GROUP TEST: RICHARD BLACK LAB RE PORTS: PAUL MARCHANT 

Despite SACO and DVD-Audio, reports of the death of the CD player have been 
greatly exaggerated. These six say there's life in the old disc yet 

• 

ON TEST 

Arcam CD192 
£850 

Creek CDSO M kl I 
£699 

Cyrus CD8x 
£1,000 

Exposure 2010 5 
£599 

Marantz CD17 Mklll 
£800 

Onkyo C-lVL 
£800 

.. .... 
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T
he move to high-resolution disc 

formats should have happened 

like the switch to LP from 78s. As 

new players support old discs, so players 

specifically designed for old discs - and 

the discs themselves - were expected to 

become obsolete almost overnight. And 

yet___ well, it just hasn't happened, has it7 

Oh, plenty of people are playing their 

CD collection on DVD players and - in a 

few cases - the results are not 

unpleasant, but there's a pretty 

widespread realisation (among 

audiophiles, at least) that a dedicated 

CD player is not a bad idea, sonically or 

even practically_ 

While budget CD decks may be 

disappearing, the more upmarket models 

have only thinned out a little, leaving us 

plenty to look at. Here are six of the 

best. There are plenty more available, 

some of which we've looked at in the 

recent past, while others we're still 

looking forward to inspecting_ Some 

even come from manufacturers that 

make very serious DVD and/or SACD 

players, but still regard dedicated CD as 

a worthwhile pursuit. 

A point that hasn't been strongly made 

is that budget DVD-Audio or SACD 

audio is, in a sense, a bit of a waste of 

time_ Here's why: to get the best out of 

CD requires some pretty careful 

optimisation of both digital and 

analogue domains (the usual stuff, 

such as jitter, hum, conversion accuracy, 

output stage distortion, noise and so 

on)_ If a budget CD player has trouble 

properly dealing with a 16-bit/44.l kHz 

signal, how much of an advantage is any 

amount of extra notional resolution on 

the disc itself going to give7 Just 

slapping a '24/96' badge on a piece of 

ho-hum audio electronics won't make it 

sound any better. 

Where, then, is the crossover point 

where high resolution confers 

unarguable benefits? It may yet prove to 

be quite exalted. All six of these players 

achieve high technical and sonic 

standards from CD and between them 

demonstrate beyond doubt that really 

good CD replay is A) not trivial and B) 

worth striving for. High-resolution 

players at the same sort of price would 

add bandwidth but might end up 

sacrificing some of the musical 

resolution of these machines. And apart 

from your existing CD catalogue, how 

many high-resolution discs do you buy -

for purely musical reasons at any rate7 

The following pages introduce some 

very relevant hi-fi source kit from that 

crucial price zone where quality gets 

serious without the dreaded law of 

diminishing returns biting back. Prepare 

to be impressed 1 HFC 

EQUIPMENT USED 
® Electrocompaniet ECI 3 integrated 

stereo amplifier 

® Kimber, Furukawa and Bespoke Audio 

audio cables 

®ATC SCM20 loudspeakers 

MUSIC USED 
® Various Artists Altitude I Roksan 

compilation) 

® Miles Davis Kind of Blue 

®Guzman Ambrosio 

® Malcolm Arnold Symphony No. 2 

EARS USED 
The following kind souls donated their 

time and expertise freely and 

companionably for our 'blind' panel 

listening exercise 

® Keith Martin (hififorsale.corn) 

® Touraj Moghaddam (Roksan) 

® Ed Selley (Cambridge Audio) 

?pact Disc Pl ayer 
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STRUCTURED LAB AND LISTENING TESTS 
Each of these CD players was subject to a penetrating 

series of lab and listening tests, which provide a unique 

insight into their performance and compatibility. The 

equipment was thoroughly analysed using a broad range 

of state-of-the-art measuring instruments, all of which are 

highly regarded within the hi-fi, recording and broadcast 

industries. Analogue level and distortion measurements 

were taken with an Audio Precision System One, digital 

filter artefacts were measured on a Hewlett Packard 

3561 A Dynamic Signal Analyser, and digital 

measurements were shared between a Neutrik Digilyser 

and a Kikusui KJM6135 Jitter Analyser. 

Our comprehensive listening tests were no less rigorous, 

being conducted under blind, level-matched conditions 

with some of the industry's most experienced hi-fi 

panellists. In addition, there were extended sighted 

listening tests by the author, using a wider variety of 

equipment and music and under a varied range of volume 

levels to attempt to determine real-world performance. 

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 

listening programme for comparative tests. 

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH 
Our 3D bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the 

products compare across five key technical measurements. In 

each case, a percentage is given that falls above or below 

the group average. In this test, the five measurements are: 

1] Total harmonic distortion: The purity of - AYER CC 
reproduction of various test tones across the whole audio 

spectrum at differing levels. 

2] Jitter: The accuracy of the digital clock, in terms of its 

consistency of timing. Inaccuracy here can give rise to 

peculia forms of 'digital' distortion. Above-average bar 

graphs mean low jitter 

3] Linearity: A measurement of how accurately 

lower·level (quieter) parts of the musical information are 

reproduced - the quieter details and subtleties, and their 

level with respect to the louder parts. 

4] Dynamic range: Again, this reflects several tests at 

various volume control settings, taking into account noise 

generated by both the preamp and power amp. 

SJ Digital filtering: How well the DAC suppresses the 

inevitable artifacts that are inherent to the D-to-A 

conversion process. We measure this by reproducing a 

OdBFs (full-level) 20kHz test tone, and quantifying any 

other signals that are erroneously reproduced with it 

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE 
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£850 � 01223 203200 :JI: www.arcam.co.uk 

ARCAM DIVA CD192 
A well-specified player, stuffed with high-performance electronics 

A
s anyone who read our initial 'solo' 

review in HFC 260 will know, the 

CD192 is Arcam's latest mid-market CD 

player, now sitting at the top of the DiVA 

range. This range also includes some fine DVD 

players, yet Arcam is far from alone in 

believing that if top-flight stereo is the aim, a 

dedicated CD player has a lot to offer. 

As CD players go, this one's fairly hefty. In 

fact, the case is made from thin (and 

non-resonant) aluminium. There's a fair-sized 

toroidal transformer and a standard-looking 

transport, but the dominant internal feature is 

a large metal screen above an upside-down 

circuit board which runs from front to back and 

is several inches wide. This carries the D/ A 

convertor circuitry, a complex piece of work 

using two high-performance DAC chips per 

channel for lowest noise and distortion. 

There's a clue in the model name. This is an 

'upsampling' player and it uses an asynchronous 

sample rate converter, a relatively unusual 

component to find in a single-box player. To 

some extent that makes this more like a two

box (transport plus DAC) solution, though, as 

ever, the devil will be in the detail. Analogue 

components, as usual with Arcam, are good 

quality commercial types rather than fancy 

brand names. The player is nice to use, with a 

clear display, sensible buttons and support for 

CD Text. It doesn't play MP3 discs but does 

accept CD-RW. Both flavours of digital outputs 

are present, plus twin analogue output sockets. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The panel liked this player on the whole, 

criticisms being mild and infrequent. The listener 

who liked it least found it unexciting on a few of 

the tracks and lacking some detail, but even he 

conceded that it had a great punch in the bass 

and - in general - plenty of life, energy and 

impact. All agreed that it had a particularly clear 

midrange with good definition of instruments, 

especially within small ensembles. It scored a big 

hit with its rendering of piano, which was felt to 
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have good dynamics and realistic body, making 

it one of the most believable of the group. 

Our longer-term listening tests concurred 

with most of that, particularly the dynamics -

these are clearly and unfussily conveyed, 

making for nicely lifelike sounds across a range 

of music. All the same, detail is not always the 

absolute best and careful listening to a 

selection of well-known imaging test tracks 

suggested that this player was only average for 

image depth. Despite the flat frequency 

response, the treble sounds more pronounced 

than with other players but this doesn't lead to 

any kind of fatigue. On the contrary, it makes 

for good involvement with the sound. 

There's no great preference for particular 

musical styles, but rock and so on likes the 

strong bass and jazz seems well served by the 

treble. As ever, Arcam is not the brand of 

choice for those who seek lashings of added 

excitement from their hi-fi. 

One small but significant gripe: this was 

noticeably the noisiest player, mechanically, in 

the group. It had an distinctly audible tuned 

hiss at a level which, were it present in the 

electrical outputs, would lead to instant 

damnation long before the product got to a 

reviewer. It's mildly irritating and should be 

dealt with. That apart, a fine CD spinner. HFC 

VERDICT .... " 

SOUND» 87% 

I I I I I I I I Ill I 

A finely balanced player 

with civilised manners - one 

f-----------1 which doesn't add 

excitement but remains 

engaging, informative and 

f-----------1 relaxing to listen to. A pity 

FEATURES » 88% 

I I I I I I I I Ill I 

BUILD»87% 

I I I I I I I I I JI I 

VALUE»87% 

I I I I I I I 1.1;11 I 

the noise levels from the 

transport are so high. 

Hl·flC .:l __ 
-

. -
OVERALL SCORE --- ' ' 

The latest player from Arcam truly shows off the 

company's capabilities. In almost every measurement 

we conducted, performance matched or exceeded 

our expectations. The only area where the machine 

showed significant weakness was in the linearity of 

its frequency response - absolutely constant except 

for the extremes upper and lower areas. Even at its 

worst, the +/- 0.07dB error is forgivable given the 

other aspects of the machine's performance. 

It would seem that the Wolfson Microelectronics 

DAC (used in a number of current Arcam products) 

is something for Arcam to shout about, with 

consistently low distortion and very accurate 

linearity measurements (better than 0.1 dB error 

down to -70dB) among the best-on-test, preserving 

low�evel detail very well. The measurements on the 

digital output suggest a well-designed clock circuit -

jitter measuring at <lOOps, and with an overall clock 

accuracy of better than 0.25Hz. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1] Distortion > > + 15% 

2] Jitter» +35% 

3] Linearity» +35% 

4] Dynamic range» +5% 

5] Digital filter» -30 % 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 
Max output level 2 2V 2 19V 
01stort1on ( 1 kHz (W OdBFs) 0 OOOSOo 0 004500 
Signal to noise ratio 114dB 108 9dB 
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CREEK CD50 MKll 
Without deserting the classic look, Creek uprgrades its technology 

C 
reek knows what it does best, and what 

it does best is make neat hi-fi This 

player is pretty much exactly as big as it 

needs to be, with hardly a wasted centimetre 

in any direction. It's smartly executed and 

completely unpretentious, but the thick solid 

aluminium fascia does look very nice and the 

buttons are light in action but decisive. 

The original CDSO used a Philips audio CD 

mechanism, but Mkll units have all been based 

around a DVD-ROM drive, which reads at 

double speed - Creek buffers the data suitably 

to give low jitter. Actually, this is not the same 

Mkll specification that we tested in HFC 252 

as there has been a firmware upgrade 

(available to existing owners via Creek's 

website) that allegedly improves readability of 

older discs. These things have been known to 

affect overall sound, so we thought a re-test 

not unreasonable. 

A particular deluxe touch is found internally, 

with two mains transformers supplying the 

analogue and digital sections of the 

electronics. One or both of these hummed 

slightly in the review sample, though only in 

the very quietest conditions was it audible. The 

transport seems reasonably - if not completely 

- quiet mechanically. The main functions of 

the player are carried on a single board, filled 

with surface-mount components, including the 

output buffer amplifiers, though critical passive 

components are conventional (should we start 

saying 'old-fashioned' yeti) through-hole types. 

A single pair of analogue output sockets is 

joined by optical and electrical digital outputs 

and a pair of phone-style sockets for data 

connections to multi-room controllers. 

SOUND QUALITY 

On the whole, Creek products have done pretty 

well in these pages. Nevertheless, all the panel 

members expressed at least some reservations 

about this player. There was praise for its 

toe-tapping qualities and also for its timing 

(not necessarily the same thing), and its overall 

presentation was well enough liked. All the 

same, its bass came in for some criticism, one 

listener finding it subjectively curtailed, 

another lacking in punch. In terms of detail, it 

seemed to favour the big picture over the 

individual strands, and in a recording of 

ensemble voices, one listener commented 

specifically that they sounded more like a choir 

and less like individuals - take that as you will, 

it's not necessarily criticism 1 

Tonally, its treble seemed very slightly 

subdued to at least one listener, who liked its 

way with a bright trumpet recording but 

conceded that other players may be more 

accurate. In fact, all these transgressions were 

clearly felt to be slight but taken together they 

do begin to weigh against the player. Over 

time though, we found it a grower, one which 

makes a better impression the longer one 

listens, but it still didn't match the best of the 

group for detail and effortless extension in the 

bass and treble. 

Where this player does score - and the 

relatively quick-fire listening panel 

presentations could hardly evaluate this - is in 

self-effacement. Its sins are of omission rather 

than commission and so for general day-to-day 

listening it is unintrusive and relaxing. But the 

best of the competition offers that and higher 

levels of detail too ... HFC 

SOUND» 81% Technically a real star, the 
upgraded Creek offers 

>-----------< decent sound all round, but 
FEATURES» 80% neither bass nor treble 

seems to match some of the 
>-----------< others for extension and 

BUILD» 85% 

VALUE» 84% 

ease. Low listener fatigue 
counts in its favour. 

Hl·FI•; , , , 
OVERAU SCORE / 

0() 
00 
--

-

0 

This compact machine certainly seems to pack in 

the performance. Distortion measurements were 

low and consistent, ranging from 0.021% at SOOHz 

to a worst-case figure of 0.04% at 20kHz. Our 

testing of the DAC's linearity revealed very good 

performance indeed. As we worked our way down 

the dynamic range, there was no more than a 

0.3dB error until we got to the levels where the 

noise floor started to affect the results. This is the 

principal benefit of Creek's utilization of the 24-bit 

DAC circuitry. 

The reconstruction filter in this DAC is amongst the 

best seen -during our stress-testing, we managed to 

measure only the tiniest squeak of artifacts - nearly 

70dB below the 20kHz test-tone. This is, once again, 

a reflection on the 24-bit/ l g2kHz DAC design, and 

provides justification for what might otherwise 

seem an extravagance in terms of component 

selection during the design process. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1) Distortion » + 25% 

2) Jitter» +25% 

3) Linearity» +20% 

41 Dynamic range» +lll% 

5) Digital filter» +5% 

SPECIFICATIONS 
------�----� 

Measurement Rated Actual 
---------

Max output level 2 OV 2 06V 

D1stort1on ( l kHz� OdBFs) 0 0008° c 0 001 ° o 

Signal to noise ratio 117d8 117 2dB 
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F I N E TWO CHANNEL AUD I 0 SYS T EMS 

Whest Audio PS.20 phono stage. 
A radical low noise circuit which 

enables the RIAA network to resolve 

information up to 6okHz, which many 

modern MC cartridges are capable of. 

The result is much more information 

from your LPs and a more three 

dimensional soundstage. Excellent 

value with separate power supply 

at £1250. 

-

Amphlon Xenon loudspeakers. 
Fast and articulate with neutral 

tonal balance. Slim floorstander 

SME Series M2 tonearm. Wonderful 

engineering for this price. A much 

better sound than we expected at £613. 

Cartridge shown is the excellent new 

Lyra Argo at £849. 

Clearaudio Emotion turntable. 

Beautiful looking, non·suspended 

design with the Satisfy unipivot 

tonearm. Incredible value, including 

cartridge at £655. Also demonstrating 

the Champion Level 1 turntable. 

A.R.T. V6 loudspeaker. This new 

model has a very open, transparent 

sound and capable of good quality 

low bass. Well worth a listen. £3250. 

Model shown in ebony £3500. 

Conveniently located between Reading and 

Basingstoke, we are approximately 15 minutes drive 
from either Junction 12 on the M4 or Junction 6 

7 Comet House, Calleva Park, Aldermaston 

Reading, Berkshire RG7 8JA 

Demonstrations by appointment, 
Mondays ta Saturdays io:oo to i8:oo. 
It is advisable to call us before visiting. 

on the MJ. Free and easy parking, outside the 

building. We have a home evaluation scheme for 

those who might find this method more convenient. 

T 0118 981 9891 
E info@audioconsultants.co.uk 

www.audioconsultants.co.uk 
Part exchange welcome. Ex·demonstration and 

previously owned equipment listed on our website. 

AC/HFC/20 
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.£1,000 i:: 01480 435577 ::;;; www.cyrus.co.uk 

CYRUSCD8X 
Gorgeous sounds from a gorgeous unit. Who needs big-case hi-fi? 

T 
he 'x' on the end of the model name 

denotes an upgrade on the original 

CDS, which was already a rather fine CD 

spinner (we called it a Best Buy in HFC 252), 

though it seems nothing fundamental has 

changed. The power supply has been upgraded 

(though you can still push things further up 

the ladder by adding the external PSX-R power 

supply for another f400) and indeed the way 

Cyrus has managed to fit two toroidal 

transformers into the case along with the 

transport is a masterpiece of shoe-horning. Too 

bad they had both managed to work loose on 

the review sample - a little extra fixing security 

required (like some nail polish). perhaps' 

The features are the usual set, with a few 

extras on the connections front - twin 

analogue outputs and the Cyrus MC-Bus for 

connection to other matching components. 

The CD drawer, when open, conceals operating 

buttons but if you absolutely can't remember 

which one does what, pressing either of the 

accessible ones (left or right end) will close the 

drawer anyway. It's a nice little bit of 

thoughtful design which is typical of Cyrus. 

The display is nicer than most to look at, too. 

Circuitry is also typical of current good 

practice, with top-ranking DAC chips and great 

care taken against jitter. In fact, Cyrus's spec 

for the latter of 80ps is state-of-the-art and 

getting hard to measure. Once again, the 

ubiquitous Cyrus case not only looks smart but 

is practical and acoustically non-resonant, a 

useful fillip. Little or no audible mechanism 

noise leaks out 

SOUND QUALITY 

After the mixed reception given to a Cyrus 

amplifier (the 6vs) by some of the same 

listeners in the same system (Ultimate Croup 

Test, HFC 262), this player proved a welcome 

hit It was hard to find any criticism at all in 

the listening notes, although in the Miles 

Davis track, one listener thought its 

presentation of double bass was just a shade 

shy of one or two others, while another found 

it a little unconvincing with piano. 

That apart, everyone was full of praise for the 

strong and effective bass, clear treble, crisp 

detail, accomplished imaging - the whole 

shebang, effectively. And indeed it was hard 

subsequently to find much amiss, even with 

the trickiest test tracks available. Perhaps the 

treble is not always quite as open as with the 

Arcam, for instance, but it was hard to be sure. 

The bass is especially praiseworthy, very clear 

and extended but always treading the fine line 

between bloom and dryness. 

Once again, it's worth mentioning that this is 

not the player for listeners who like their hi-fi 

actively to 'do something' with the sound. Its 

neutrality will not be to all tastes and with 

synth-heavy music, say, it might seem a little 

dull. Blame that on the poor equipment used 

by too many mixing and mastering engineers. 

Well made recordings of any kind of acoustic 

music really blossom on this player and come 

to life convincingly Even some slightly 

over-produced (to the extent of often sounding 

synthetic) classical problem discs seemed as 

realistic as we've ever heard them. 

As it stands, it's a clear Best Buy Add the 

optional PSX-R supply and it's better still. ... HFC 

SOUND» 90% A highly detailed and very 

I I I I I I I 1--0 I musical player, effortlessly 

>----------< extended in the bass and 

FEATURES» 85% with fine treble too, that 

�����"� makes the most of any 

>----------< recording. With the promise 
BUILD» 86% of better sound thanks to 

I I I I I I I I u I I the PSX-R upgrade ... car! 

VALUE» 89% 

I I I I I I I I 111 I 
Hl·FI 
OVERALL SCORE 

The newest diminutive CD spinner from Cyrus 

incorporates a number of improvements over the 

older COB, and is marketed in-between the 6-series 

components and the new top-<!nd 'X' product range. 

In common with the COB, it features multi-stage 

cascaded power-supply regulation circuits to 

preserve the signal integrity. There are other subtle 

changes from the COB model we reviewed some 

time ago - even the casing has been subtly 

improved (by means of a coating of silver-alloy on 

some of the bodywork to improve screening). 

The output level of the sample tested seems 

higher than average - measuring 2.23V at 1 kHz, 

possibly giving rise to impressions that this machine 

somehow sounds a little fuller than it's competitors. 

The digital measurements were impressive indeed -

clock accuracy measured as better than +/- 0.1 Hz, 

and jitter measurements were found to be at the 

resolution of our jitter analyzer (<lOOps). 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1) Distortion » -5% 

2) Jitter» +35% 

3] Linearity» 0% 

4] Dynamic range» +5% 

51 Digital filter» -5% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Vl• 'P�' e l 2 23V 

D,• '0•'(1r>i' OdB� 1 r 0 016°0 

,, • ..... 1071 dB 
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2010f Compact Disc Player 
0 () 0 

.£599 � 01273 423877 (ii) www.exposurehifi.com 

EXPOSURE 2010 S 
Exposure gambles on its own CD drive - we think it wins 

T
he typical Exposure smart but functional 

slab case gives little away, but there is 

one significant and unusual feature to 

this player - Exposure has commissioned its 

own CD transport. The majority of specialist 

CD players these days are based on CD-ROM 

or DVD-ROM drives, but those can be a pain to 

interface and are not necessarily optimised for 

audio in any sense. Optics and pickup are by 

Sony, but congratulations are in order to 

Exposure for having the courage to push the 

boat out on the rest. All the same, the familiar 

gremlin of mechanical noise is present in small 

- but not vanishing - measure. 

The feature set is simple and dedicated to 

traditional hi-fi rather than multi room 

installations. You get both flavours of digital 

output (the electrical one on a BNC socket, 

which is only a benefit if you use an 

appropriately-terminated cable) and audio 

outputs, and of course you get a remote 

control. You'd better not lose this handset, as 

the front panel buttons give no way of 

searching within a track. 

Pet peeves aside, it's a nice enough machine 

to use and its very well assembled. There's 

nothing remarkably fancy inside; some 

components are downright unfashionable in 

audiophile circles, but performance suggests 

much careful attention has been applied. A 

particularly large toroidal transformer feeds a 

brace of well-regulated power supplies. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Chalk up another hit for Exposure, apparently. 

After the success of the 2010 S integrated amp 

in HFC 262, this matching CD spinner had a 

lot to live up to and - lo and behold - it did. It 

didn't quite outperform the best of the group, 

but then it's the cheapest player taking part in 

this test and it certainly didn't sound like it. 

The word "enjoyable" cropped up several 

times in listening notes (both from blind and 

sighted sessions), which says a lot about the 

player's way of engaging the listener. It was 
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liked on more specific grounds too, including 

bass (again) and detail. One listener, for whom 

it is clear that instrumental definition and 

separation is a priority, commented that it 

doesn't quite distinguish between instrumental 

lines as well as the best of 'em, and this is 

indeed justifiable. However, even that picky 

customer was happy enough to agree that 

what it makes of each instrument is a very 

convincing picture, in detail and in outline. 

Intriguingly, one listener asked, "was this 

louder?" in his notes. It wasn't (and seeing that 

comment we went back and checked our 

volume settings), but that may well say 

something about the player's happy knack of 

communicating intimately. It offers good 

imaging with some of the best depth we've 

heard around this price, very sweet treble and 

an extremely even-handed midrange. It also 

seems exceptionally catholic in its music tastes, 

being completely at home with everything 

from solo piano to glam rock to jau ballads, 

and perhaps the most assured of the group 

with high-energy pop or dance material. 

Our initial 'solo' review of the 2010 S in HFC 
261 extolled its musical enthusiasm but noted 

some lack of refinement. There's truth in that 

statement, but the player rarely gets too 

carried away. It's an engaging Best Buy. HFC 

VERDICT 
SOUND» 87% A spirited performer that 

really gets to the heart of 

r--------< the music, though not 

FEATURES » 80% ideally suited to the detail 

freak or anyone seeking an 

r----------1 overtly relaxing listen. The 

BUILD»86% 

VALUE» 91% 

cheapest in the group, but 

also one of the best. 

HHI 
OVERALL SCORE 

The newest incarnation of the established 2010 

continues Exposure's fine lineage of machines. It 

has a lot of commonality with its predecessor in 

terms of internal layout and front-panel design. 

When it comes down to measured performance, 

consistency is what this machine is about 

Distortion figures vary by only 0.01 % across the 

audio band, creeping up slowly and smoothly with 

frequency. Frequency response is ruler-flat from 

20Hz to lOkHz, and then rolls off gently 

approaching 20kHz. Linearity measurements are 

also consistent, showing a fairly high-precision DAC. 

In terms of digital-domain measurements, the 

machine performed decently - less than 3.7ns of 

clock jitter on the S/ PDIF output, with clock 

accuracy better than 2.3Hz. The DAC's 

reconstruction filter appears very decent as well, 

with the highest-level digital artifact being better 

than SSdB below the 20kHz-fundamental test signal. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 J Distortion » -20% 
2) Jitter» -25% 
3) Linearity» -5% 
4) Dynamic range» -5% 
5) Digital filter» 0% 

SPECIFICATIONS ---------
Measurement Rated Actual 

Max output level 20V 2 OIV 

01stort1on (1 kHz@ OdBFsJ 0066% 

Signal-to-noise ratio >IOOdB IOS 66dB 
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MARANTZ CD17 MKlll 
Great looks, slick operation - but can the sound keep up? 

F
ew CD player manufacturers have as 

long - or as distinguished - a history as 

Marantz. This player, too, has been 

around a while. Or has it/ We've looked at the 

Mkll in its basic and 'Kl Signature' guises in 

the past, but the Mklll is noticeably different, if 

only in the choice of DAC chip. A Burr-Brown 

part now replaces the original Philips chip, 

though the mechanism is still a Philips -

Marantz must have bought a JOb lot, since 

these Philips mechs seem to be extinct 

elsewhere, to many manufacturers' regret. 

Apart from anything else, it reads a freshly 

inserted disc very much faster than most 

current drives, which saves a lot of frustration I 

As befits an upmarket player, build quality is 

good and remarkably heavy, with extensive 

internal bracing and damping. There's plenty 

of solid and plated copper around, too, 

screening critical components including the 

famous 'HDAM' output amplifier modules. On 

the features front, the most unusual is a 

volume control (accessible only via the remote 

control), which is best used as a trim to match 

other sources in the system as it doesn't go 

below -30dB and always defaults to full level 

on switch-on. There is also a choice of two 

digital filter responses, the 'fast roll-off' one 

being the usual not-quite-fast-enough filter, 

featured by the majority of the world's CD 

players and the 'slow' one even slower, though 

offering a shorter impulse response. 

Add a smart if slightly idiosyncratic display 

(available track numbers rather oddly aligned 

along the bottom, for instance), nice chunky 

buttons and a very high standard of fit 'n' 

finish and this is one of the more aspirational 

players around, externally at least. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Even Marantz nods occasionally, it seems, for 

this was not the top choice of any listener. The 

comparison between the players in this group 

was not by any means chalk and cheese, and in 

describing this as one of the less successful, we 

would not like to make it seem incompetent -

it's not. It has good clarity throughout the 

frequency range and very well-bred manners. 

The bass is unfailingly tuneful too; a valuable 

attribute in any audio kit. All the same, it 

seemed to lack insight and that elusive trait, 

shown by some of the others, of really drawing 

the listener into a musical performance. 

There was comment, too, on a lack in the 

timing department, something which is 

perhaps related to involvement, as it all deals 

with instinctive reactions rather than analysis. 

Analytically, it is hard to criticise the player, 

though one listener felt its treble seemed a 

touch "closed in" But, it is possible to pick out 

the separate musical strands quite clearly, 

there are no tonal anomalies to point to and 

imaging seems generally good. 

In the end, it seems there is a hint of veiling -

something that in isolation might hardly have 

been noticed, but which in such talented 

company as the Cyrus CD8x made itself known 

all too readily. After several days of living with 

the players, it became clear that there is 

another level of resolution available over and 

above what this player can offer It's a shame to 

criticise such a good-looking machine with 

great usability, but if sound is your first and last 

criterion it's worth looking further afield. HFC 

SOUND » 80% The Marantz never quite 

I I I I I I I I j I I grabbed our listeners 

f---------< attention and seems to 

FEATURES » 87% suffer from some slight 

I I I I I I I I 111 I but pervasive veiling. 

f---------< Superb manners, just a 
BUILD » 90% little unexciting. It looks 

I I I I I I I U:J I fabulous, though. 

VALUE »82% 

I I I I I I I I 11 I 
Hl·FICHOICE 8 2 01.0 OVERALL SCORE I. 

For the most part this is another accomplished 

performer from Marantz in the lab, which is no 

suprise given the brand's long and distinguished 

experience with the CO format. Frequency response 

measurements show a very gentle roll-0ff of level as 

frequency climbs, in conjunction with a very, very 

level midrange response. DAC linearity seems to be 

better than merely 'acceptable', if not stunningly 

precise in comparison with the other distinguished 

performers on test here. 

Distortion was found to rise slightly as levels fell 

during the DAC linearity test, disproportionate to the 

behaviour of the C017 Mklll's competitors in this 

test. Try as we might, we were unable to reproduce 

the claimed 0.00002% distortion figure, our tests 

yielding results that were a little less impressive. 

Measured performance of the dock circuitry shows a 

solid basis for performance, with less than lOOps 

jitter, and a basic accuracy of +0.25Hz. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1] Distortion »-30% 

21 Jitter» +35% 

3] Linearity» +25% 

4] Dynamic range>> -10% 

5] Digital filter» +5% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Max output level 2 2V 217V 

D1stort1on ( l kHz@; OdBFs) 0 0002% 0 085% 

Signal to noise ratio 103dB 99 76dB 
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CD Players .£550· .£1,000 [Ultimate Group Test ] 

.£800 11101494 681515 ('?) www.onkyo.co.uk 

ONKYOC·1VL 
A welcome return to the two-channel fold with this smart unit 

T 
he Onkyo brand has not been a maJor 

player in the UK specialist hi-fi scene of 

late, but despite occasional lapses into 

home cinema and near-invisibility it never went 

away. Onkyo has now come back with a splash 

to launch this upmarket-looking player. The 

colour scheme is a bit garish, but the overall 

appearance is distinctive and pleasingly 

slimline, while to the touch it's remarkably 

solid. The construction is ingenious and robust, 

with a straightforward chassis covered by a 

skin that is both decorative and functional, it 

being made of solid metal. 

Internally, the build is typical of the breed, 

with a mix of through-hole and surface-mount 

components on a single multi-layer circuit 

board. The DAC chip is from Wolfson, the same 

part as used by Arcam in the CD 192 (though 

only the one is used here), while the output 

buffering uses familiar op-amps and some 

basic passive components. The power supply is 

well specified, with a toroidal transformer of 

generous size and large reservoir capacitors. 

Onkyo makes mention of its 'Vector Linear 

Shaping Circuitry', which seems to be just 

another slow roll-off oversampling filter. 

Actually, if it's not the one built into the DAC 

chip, it's as near as makes no odds. Mention 

must also be made of the 'Direct Digital Path', 

which seems to be a two-inch bit of good 

quality wire. The digital output can be 

switched off from the front panel. Apart from 

the generous provision of three digital outputs 

(two Tosi ink, one electrical) and possibly the 

world's slowest CD tray, that pretty much 

wraps up the features. Clearly performance 

was the main criterion. 

SOUND QUALITY 
And performance is what our panel noticed 

about this player. They expressed surprise on 

learning afterwards which machine they were 

commenting on, which shows the value of 

blind listening and should, we hope, 

encourage you to cast aside preconceptions 

and investigate the C-lVL. In many respects, it 

scored as well as any here. There was the odd, 

isolated remark about a slight "closed-in" 

quality to the sound but otherwise it was 

predominantly positive comment. 

Bass was thought weighty, credible and 

punchy and the midrange open and detailed, 

while treble, perhaps significantly, was neither 

specifically praised nor criticised by any 

listeners. That at least suggests there is 

nothing bothersome about it, which is good if 

one accepts that the function of hi-fi is to get 

out of the way. In our operatic test track, one 

listener found the sound a little uninvolving 

but that was specifically countered in another 

track, by another listener, who found its 

presentation most attractive. 

Sighted listening brought up a further 

comment - in very 'busy' music the treble can 

sometimes harden up, affecting overall detail 

and involvement. However, the solid impression 

made by lower frequencies was reinforced and 

the player's manners were appreciated - they 

make for very relaxed long-term listening. 

It's clear that, while not quite all things to all 

men, this is a more than competent CD player 

that deserves attention. We await the 

acquaintance of its colleagues from Onkyo's 

stereo range with interest. HFC 

SOUND » 84% Onkyo's return to the 

I I I I I I I I 111 I two-channel world is a solid 

f---------1 player, which manages to 
FEATURES » 80% produce some very fine 

sounds, especially in the 

>---------1 bass. Good detail and just a 
BUILD » 87% touch of (slight) treble 

hardness now and then. 

VALUE »83% 

I I I I I I I ii I I 
HUii :1 
OVERALL SCORE ' 

This is a solid (in every sense of the word) 

performer, let down only by the reconstruction filter 

in the DAC. Under the worst<ase circumstances, 
arguably unlikely to exist in a musical recording, we 

managed to measure reconstruction-filter products 

from our full�evel 20kHz test signal as high as 1 %. 

In some respects, the artifacts measured shouldn't 

be referred to as distortion, generated as they are 

by the D-A conversion process and not harmonically 

related to the fundamental (test-signal), but 

nonetheless, the lowest one comes in at only 24kHz. 

This is, in some way, connected to the rolling-off of 

the frequency response as 20kHz is approached. 

This was unfortunate, as in every other respect this 

is a winner of a machine. Linearity measurements 

are exceptionally good and build quality is high. 

The signal-to-noise ratio is up with the best, clock 

jitter is gratifyingly low (<lOOps) and overall clock 

accuracy is better than 0.1 Hz. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1) Distortion »+20% 

2) Jitter» +35% 

3) Linearity» -10o/o 
41 Dynamic range» -20% 

5) Digital filter» -10% 

SPECIFICATIONS j 
Measurement Rated Actual 

- - ..- -- --- --
Max oCJtp�t eve 2 0\. l 95V 

0,to•t,on\1 �Hz ;: OdBFs) 0 002°0 0 003°0 

S gnal to nose ratio 9tidB 96 SdB 
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[Ultimate Group Test] CD Players .£550· .£1,000 

CONCLUSIONS 
This group of players shows a high standard overall, with some truly outstanding successes 

T
he most important thing each responding individually, but 

about this group is that all with a considerable degree of 

the players are more than agreement on certain key factors. 

JUSt competent. Subjective There was no argument at all 

comparisons with long-standing about the overall winner on sonic 

references and objective grounds though: Cyrus can step up 

measurements of basic audio to the podium unchallenged. The 

parameters concur in finding a CDSx is the most expensive player 

very high standard among the six. here but evidently the money is 

On that basis, you could safely buy well spent. 

any of them and be unlikely to Second place is harder to define. 

face disappointment. Arcam's CD192 and Exposure's 

Still, differences were found 2010 S both offer excellent sound 

between them. Once again, our in every area, if rather different 

blind listening panel methodology characters overall. In the end, the 

was invaluable in pinpointing Exposure's lower price counts in its 

subtle sonic effects with favour, while the persistent 

considerable precision - listeners mechanical noise that emanates 

TRY THEM WITH THESE 

AMPLIFIERS 

ELECTROCOMPANIET ECI 3 £995 

Confident, muscular, detailed and 
devilishly good looking. 

EXPOSURE 2010 S £599 

Matches the CD player, but also 
sonically flatters any source component 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

ATC SCM12 £999 

Near-miniature with terrific resolving 
power. Needs plenty of watts on hand. 

B&W 704 £1.400 

Exceptionally wide bandwidth from this 
cleverly designed model. 

CD PLAYERS AT A GLANCE 

from the Arcam's drive is a minus established and a good-looking, 

point. Exposure could improve great-sounding model like this in 

matters in that area, too (actually, the range, we look forward to 

to be really fussy all but Cyrus improving fortunes for the brand 

could usefully do so) but the Arcam on these islands. 

was the most obvious. Just don't sit And what of Creek and Marantz? 

too close to itl In fairness to both We've parcelled out a lot more 

players, though, their performance praise than blame to both models 

is such that it would be unjust not tested, on average, and are truly 

to give them Best Buy ratings. sorry to see them sharing bottom 

What about Onkyo's new baby' place. Bottom, that is, of a top 

Onkyo products that we've group, so no shame attached. 

investigated over the last decade or However, there were mild yet 

more have been inconsistent in specific criticisms of both that can't 

styling and performance, and the be overlooked. In other company, 

range has never been heavily though, either might have walked 

stocked or promoted in the UK. But it - but the CD market is still 

with a UK office now firmly tough. Better luck next time I HFC 

HINTS AND TIPS 

»When auditioning CD players, watch 

out for very small level differences 

between them, which can unfairly bias 

your judgements. You will always like 

the slightly louder player. 

» Minimise microphony and 

mechanical noise problems at a stroke 

by putting the player out of direct 

earshot and away from loudspeakers. A 

good equipment table helps, too. 

»Switch off the CD player display if 

possible, and nearby unused radios/ 

TVs/DVD players too, to reduce 

subliminal interference. 

MAKE Arcam Creek Cyrus Exposure Marantz Onkyo 

MODEL CD192 CDSO Mkll CDSx 2010 S CD17 Mklll C-lVL 

PRICE £850 £699 

SOUND I I I I I [l;;il I I II I I 

FEATURES I I I I I I IJI I I I I I l;t I I 

BUILD I I I ll I I 

VALUE I I I I I I Bll I I I I I I 111 I 

OVERALL I I I I I I I I Ill I I I I I I ii I I 

CONCLUSION Beautifully built and Nea o ks an good to 

well·featured player use, but the sound lacks 
with a clear, open and some detail. 
involving sound. 

KEY FEATURES 

ElEC DIG 0/ P Yes Yes 

OP! DIG 0/ P Yes Yes 

CD-RW Yes Yes 

CDTEXT Yes No 

BALANO/P No No 

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • G = GOO D • A = AVERAGE • P = POOR 

DISTOmON 0.0045% E 

JITTER <lOOps E 

llNEARllY +/·0.12dB G 

S /  N RATIO 108.9dB G 

STOPBAND REIECTION 30.7dB A 
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0.001% E 

<200ps G 

+/-0.197dB G 

117.2dB E 

67.76dB E 

£1,000 

I I I I I� 

I I I I IJI 

I I I I l�I 

I I I I l:JI 

I I I I Cl 

Very impressive 
combination of detail, 
musicality, analysis and 

appearance. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

0.016%G 

<lOOps E 

+/·0.69dBA 

107.ldB G 

52dB C 

I 

£599 

I I I I I 1.11 

I I I! I 

I I I I I' 111 

I I I I I I Ill 

I I I I I I I I Ill 

Highly c.ommunkative 
sounds with good bass, 

though not always the 
most analytical. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

0.066%A 

3700ps A 

+/·0.83d8 A 

105.66dB G 

55.2dB G 

£800 

I I I 1::1 I I 

I 

I 

I I I I I I I I I] I 

I I I I I l,l I 

Slightly veiled sound, 

despite good basics - not 

Marantz's best. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

0.085% A 

<lOOps E 

+/-0.19dB G 

99.76dB A 

66dB E 

£800 

I I I I I I I DI I 

I I I I I I l!I I I 

I I I I I I Ill I 

I I I II I I 

I I I I I I I ii I I 

A good, solid 

performance with lots of 
heart. Well built, too. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

0.003% E 

<lOOps E 

+/· 0.93dB A 

96.SdB A 

41.98dB A 
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CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for music only 

® Despite the emergence of 

new formats and the 

resurgence of an old one 

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 

formats if you require breadth of 

choice. And despite the fact that 

other sources will play CDs, if you 

want to hear your discs at their 

best there's little substitute for a 

dedicated CD player. 

It's also the most enduring 

format on the market Despite 

high-resolution contenders like 

SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 

has been able to undermine this 

universally popular format 

CD players work by reading a 

stream of ls and Os off a disc that 

spins at a constantly changing 

speed (to counteract the 

increasing length of 'groove'). This 

bitstream is then digitally 

filtered before undergoing digital

to-analogue conversion in the 

DAC (D-to-A convertor). 

Thereafter, the signal is filtered 

again before being amplified and 

sent to the output sockets. 

The processes of reading the disc 

and converting the data are 

sometimes split between a CD 

transport and separate DAC in so

cal led two-box players. A popular 

approach with very high-end kit, 

this separates the electronically 

noisy elements from the sensitive 

analogue stages, but can 

introduce timing errors known as 

jitter, therefore one-box players 

usually offer best results where 

budget is a consideration. 

SUPER AUDIO CD 
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced 

by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 

considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has 

;6"G the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 

'2f7 channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are 
'�"'"'"oco 

usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 

even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section. 

WHAT'S A DAC? 
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 

fundamental part of any CD player and converts 

the digits read from the disc into an analogue 

music waveform which is amplified to line level. 

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 

creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 

DAC means the conversion can be done with less 

interference. 

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do. 

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 

connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 

cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 

connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC. 

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between four 

and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 

the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 

Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 

out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 

to large changes in sampling rate such as from 

44.l kHz to 192kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 

with a CD layer that all CD players can read. 

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER? 
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 

CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players. 

Marantz CD7300 £350 Nairn CD5i £825 
The latest in a long line of highly successful sub-£500 CD players from Marantz is an 

absolute beauty. Engaging and sonically refined, there's little to touch it at the price. 
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If you're looking for sub-£1,000 CD player, park your ears here. Naim's entry level beauty 

combines the brand's tradional rhythm and timing with considerable poise and panache. 
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CD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 
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Audio-only CD and SAGO players 
BADGE' PRODUCT £ I COMMENTS 

UP T0£1.000 

0 Arcam DiVA CD73T 400 Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic - a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems • • • • 

0 Arcam DiVA CD192 850 Contemporary below the lid upsampling player with articulate, if slightly understated sound quality • • 

0 Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 250 This elegant little player can hold its own in very elevated company - a budget system will barely do it justice • • • 

0 Cyrus CD8x 1,000 Strong in terms of timing, imaging and resolution. Adding the £400 PSX-R power supply makes it stronger still • 

Exposure 201 O S 600 Bespoke mechanism makes for a thoroughly involving listen. Not the most rounded, though • • • 

Marantz CD5400 OSE 200 Nicely thought out player with useful features and good sound, though some mechanical noise • • • • 

0 Marantz CD7300 350 Astonishingly capable sub-£500 player with effortless bass, detailed mid and treble and vast soundstages • • • • 

O�ical Fidelity X-RayV3 900 Think of this as an A3.2 CD player 1n a smaller, cheaper box. Great, earthy CD sound for the money • • • 

0 Nairn CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5i is the definitive player at the price • 

Quad 99 CD-P 1,000 Good but not outstanding player that also doubles as a preamp, with digital inputs and volume controls • • 

0 Roksan Kandy MklllD 650 Clean, tidy and expressive player - a more than worthwhile improvement on previous versions • • • • 
+-

I Rotel RCD-02 375 Against some strong competition in the same price area, this Rotel generally holds up well • • 

0 Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A revised and refined version of the SCD-XA333ES that provides an almost holographic sound • • • • • • 

ABOVE £1.000 

0 Audio Analogue Maestro 1,650 The new Maestro 192/24 delivers a sound that's slightly rosy yet always musical and thoroughly enjoyable • • • 

[!_£] Audionet ART V2 2,300 l Built to last forever, this CD has a dark natural sound with excellent bass and would be cheap at twice the price' • • 

[!_£] Ayre CX -7 CD Player 2,950 Superbly built and natural sounding player that will win you over with its range of capabilities and transparency • • • 

[!_£] BAT VK-D5SE CD Player 5,495 Superb valve CD player that is smooth and refined but with real guts that doesn't conform to valve stereotypes • • • • 

Exposure XXll 1,395 Natural sounding player, great with voices and acoustic instruments and makes for engaging listening • • • 

Hegel CDP2A 1,500 A technically proficient and masterly-sounding player built by people who clearly know what they are doing • • • 

[!_£] Krell SACD Standard 4,244 A landmark SCD player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price • • • • 

[!_£] Lindemann 820 6,999 Stereo SAGO player with sumptuous build and sound, onboard analogue volume control and multiple digital inputs • • 

Meridian GO? 1,595 Immaculately conceived and executed player with a softly-spoken voice. Needs careful system matching • • • • 

[!_£] _ 
�
��idian 808i Signature 

.... 
8,250 L Stunning CD playe_i:_ with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite d�ghttul • • • • • 

[!_£] Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 4,000 Limited edition stereo-only SACD/CD player that is simply the best player MF has ever made • • • • • 

[!_£] Nairn CDX2 2, 700 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply • 

Orelle CD100evo2 1,2991 Re�axed, but strong on refinement and detail. An intelligent choice, particularly strong with acoustic music • Ill • 

0 Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 3D perfonmance witih an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source • • 

Roksan Caspian M Series 1, 100 An enjoyably dynamic-sounding player featuring a positively unique choice of digital components • • 

[!_£] Sony SCD-XA9000ES 2,400 State-of-the-art CD and SACD player with full SACD bass management and i.Link-encrypted digital output • • • • • 

[!_£] Wadia 302 3,999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits • • • • 

[!_£] Wadia 861se 9,999 Stunning player with a full digital preamp and an all-revealing sound that'll keep you up all night 

JiJ! 'fi :! !j I SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CO·RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs. 

CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs. 
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Audio Analogue Maestro 192/24 E 1,650 
A beautifully crafted CD player that brings many traditional 'analogue' qualities to digital 

replay. If you want your CDs to sound natural, detailed and dynamic, this is a fine buy. 

Resolution Audio Opus 21 £2,850 
I This player is king of subtlety. Outwardly, the music sounds dynamic and well-scaled, but 

it's the level of inner detail resolved here that is truly outstanding. 
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DVD PLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

� DVD has proved a phenomenal 

( ?> ' success in commercial terms and has 

� virtually extinguished the market for 

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 

multiformat player when it comes to 

features. Early DVD players were not 

particularly good CD spinners because of 

the enormous amount of RF interference 

produced by video circuits, but as this 

problem has been identified manufacturers 

have begun to tackle it Nowadays, most 

DVD players are competent CD players and 

a few are very good - often as not they are 

the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well. 

The great advantage of DVD is that it 

offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 

length movie or music concert and discrete 

multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 

CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 

the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 

Digital or DTS format, both of which use 

'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto the 

disc alongside the video data. You can use 

a DVD player with your stereo system by 

connecting the stereo outputs, though this 

won't give the surround sound benefits that 

the format specialises in. 

DVD-AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 

� .. --'- can be played on any DVD player, but the 

.... ��• CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only 

be appreciated with a DVD-A player. 

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information -lyrics, images and so on. To save 

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands are bringing out universal players 

to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 

DVD-Video -a neat and relatively future proof 

route into high-resolution multichannel music. 

Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 

compatible digital audio links are now also 

appearing, enhancing DVD-A/SACD sound 

when used with similarly equipped amps. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
Use the analogue outputs 

for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 

and the coaxial digital output 

for DTS and Dolby Digital 

movie soundtracks. 

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
The best connection is 

component video closely 

followed by RGB Scart, which 

is clearly superior to S-video 

and the basic composite 

video option. 

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 
Only if you want to hear music 

and movie soundtracks in 

multichannel surround. DVD 

players can be used with stereo 

amps and just two speakers to 

great effect, but you'll only get 

stereo, not surround sound. 

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO? 
It's worthwhile for the very best 

picture quality, but make sure 

your DVD player and display 

device support PAL progressive. 

SCART 

CONNECTIONS: 

These a re a good

quality option for 

video, especially 

ones that output 

RGB. 

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 

stereo and multichannel connections, 

use these for best results with DVD

Audio, SACD and CD. 

DIGITAL OUTPUTS: 

For Dolby Digital, 

DTS and PCM 

audio bitstreams. 

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 

green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 

results, while the black multipin socket is S-video, which sits 

qualitatively between the two. 
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Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDrTORSCHOICE 

DVD PLAYERS 
AudioNideo disc players 
BADGE' PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UPT0.£1.000 

D Arcam DiVA DV78 700 Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound pertormance for the money 

Cambridge Audio Azur 5400 200 Very respectable and well presented DVD-Audio player at a knockdown price 

@] Denon DVD-291 O 600 Denon's entry-level universal player lives in the shadow of the '3910, especially on CD, but is a fine overall model 

0 Denon DVD-3910 900 Exceptionally well-specified universal player with a pertormance to match. A true class-leader 

Marantz DV6400 400 Good starter universal player with decent CD replay quality, but slightly disappointing SAGO pertormance 

El Pioneer DV-575A 150 A universal player for peanuts! CD ain't great, but it's decent with DVD and allows you to try DVD-NSACD at very little cost 

['.] Pioneer DV-668AV 600 HDMl-equipped universal player without i.Link audio output, but still absurdly well equipped and highly capable for the price 

D Pioneer DV-868AVi 1,000 State of the art universal player with next-gen digital outputs - HDMI for video and i. Link for high-resolution audio 

ABOVE.£1.000 

D Arcam FMJ DV29 1,600 An excellent DVD player, very fine with both CD and DVD-Audio music discs and superb in its video role 

Cyrus DVDB 1,200 An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs 

@ Linn Unidisk SC 2,995 Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-fi 

@ Marantz DV-12S2 2,000 A universal player for audiophiles, with top-notch video playback too. Sonically refined and enjoyably understated 

@ Meridian G91 3,895 A DVD-NV player, preamp/processor and tuner combined - great as a two-channel player, or in a complete Meridian rig 

@ Meridian 800 10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buttered ROM drive. upsampling and high-res digital outputs 

@ Nairn DVD5 2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success. notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio 

@ Primare DVD30 2.000 A universal player for audiophiles - no wideband digital outputs but mastertul with music and a good picture too 

@ Townshend TA 565 Eva II 2,995 If you care more for results than aesthetics it's unbeatable. This is probably the best universal player on the planet 

liJ Hi :1 j I DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in two and multichannel modes. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� 
:r 

'>'.' 
� 0 � 

:i> 8 ::!; OJ' 
� " " 0 � 

0 
0 0 G5 iii s: s: 
� � 0 0 8 

i ?"; ?"; 
� 

'" " 
� � � ffi 

• • 254 

• • • 257 

• • • • 262 

• • • • 260 I 

• • • 254 

• • • 261 
+ 

• • • 252 

• • • 252 

• • • 263 

• • 238 

• • • • 259 

• • • • 255 

• • • 260 

• 230 

263 

• • • 253 

• • • • 259 

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player 

Pioneer DV-57 SA f 150 
DVD-Audio and SACD playback at an astonishing price - and very decent DVD-Video too! 
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VINYL 
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages 

Pro-Ject 

® Record players or turntables 

offer the digital revolution 

serious competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 

modest model can turn musical 

tricks that most CD players struggle 

with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but 

in reality it's a lack of digital 

hardness that makes the format so 

engaging. True, the software 

requires a bit more care, but even a 

knackered LP is more playable than 

a scratched CD. 

Record players are made of three, 

perhaps four, fundamental parts. 

The turntable is the plinth and 

platter, usually also containing the 

motor and any suspension system. 

A tonearm sits on the plinth and 

allows the cartridge to trace the 

vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 

tracking over the record. The 

cartridge contains the means of 

turning the mechanical movement 

of the groove wall into an 

electrical signal. 

A fourth element is an amp 

dedicated to the delicate job of 

amplifying and equalising the 

cartridge's insubstantial output. 

This is called a phono stage and 

can be found in some integrated 

amplifiers and preamps, but is 

increasingly purchased separately 

for use with line-only amps. 

Rega 
1 Xpression £210 PS £698 

There are two types of phono 

cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 

and moving coil (MC), and with a 

few exceptions the latter 

outperforms the former. But MCs 

produce a lower output and require 

better-quality amplification to be 

heard at their best. As a general 

rule, MCs offer a broader 

bandwidth, greater dynamics and 

more detail, but the better moving 

magnets do most things well 

enough to distract you from your 

CD collection. 

Roksan 
Radius 5 £850 

but the general principle is to level the platter by 

adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 

the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 

require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 

the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 

at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 

balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 

protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 

your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 

essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 

if you are looking from above, and the vertical 

tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 

lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 

the record surface. 

Michell 
Orbe SE £2,015 

The latest model from Czech turntable 

specialist Pro-Ject is remarkable value for 

money- an Ortofon OM10 cartridge and 

carbon fibre arm are included in the price. 

Rega's latest is a non-suspended design 

with a highly entertaining sound and a 

great sense of musical 'timing'. The new 

RB700 arm is included in the price. 

A beautiful mid-price turntable with an 

impressively well-sorted sound from low 

bass to high treble. Price includes 

matching Nima tonearm. 

A fine example of the turntable art, the 

stripped down SE version of Michell's 

flagship now features a DC motor. Does 

justice to the best arms and cartridges. 
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Our favourite o BESTBlN (ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

TURNTABLES 
Record players 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Audio Note TTl/ARMl 

D Avid Diva 

(ill Avid Volvere Sequel 

(ill Avid Acutus 

fill Clearaudio Master Reference 

D Goldring GR1/RB250 

D Michell Gyro SE 

!ill Michell Orbe SE 

D Nottingham Analogue Horizon 

D Pro-ject Debut Ill 

D Pro-Ject 1 Xpression 

0 Rega P2 

Rega P3/RB300 

0 Rega P5/RB700 

[] Rega P7 /RB700 

(ill Rega P9/RB 1 OOO 

D Roksan Radius 5/Nima 

(ill Roksan TMS2/Artemiz 

!ill SME Model 1 OA 

!ill SME Model 20.2A 

(ill T+A GlOR/PH-GlOMC 

� Townshend Rock Anniversary 

728 

1,100 

3,500 

6,000 

12,610 

140 

1,058 

2,015 

529 

120 

210 

198 

298 

698 

1,298 

2,498 

850 

7,500 

3,411 

5,274 

2,550 

8,000 

COMMENTS 

Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high-end pertormance at an affordable price 33/45 

A solid and powertul sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 33/45 

Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 

Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on thist 33/45 

Revealing and exciting turntable that revels in the fine details (reviewed with Master TO-I arm/Accurate cartridge) 33/45 

The best value 'Rega' yet and a new benchmark for budget turntables. Vinyl nirvana on a shoestring 33/45 

New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 33/45 

A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 33/45 

A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 33/45 

Superb budget deck offering fine build and pertormance 33/45 

Well designed and executed budget deck with an entertaining and revealing sound 33/45 

Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away 33/45 

Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail 33/45 

Combines a great sense of trmrng with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 

A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural pertormer 33/45 

Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderiul RBl OOO tonearm 33/45 

Scphisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 

Typical Roksan sound, but better: pitch-accurate, lean, detailed and controlled, without the 'bloat' of lesser designs 33/45 

Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 

Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 

Style meets substance in a highly credible complete package, with integral phono step-up 33/45 

If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc. Excalibur arm) 33/45 

Our favourite D BEST BUY � EDITOR'S CHOICE 

PHONO CARTRIDGES 
MM and MC cartridges 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Goldring Elite 

Grado Prestige Black 

0 Grado Prestige Gold 

!ill Linn Akiva 

I.ill Lyra Helikon 

0 Sumiko Blue Point Special 

D Van den Hui MC One Special 

I.ill van den Hui Colibri XGP 

I.ill Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 

250 

40 

110 

1,800 

1,095 

250 

699 

2,699 

1,450 

COMMENTS 

A remarkably subtle and persuasive design that should tempt anyone 

Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss 

With fine dynamic expression and a wide bandwidth, what you hear sounds very close to master tape 

Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 

A no-nonsense pertormer with engaging musical properties - one of the best around for less than £300 

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light 

Phenomenal resolution, custom building to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vulnerable to damage 

With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of pertormance for the money 

Our favourite o BESTBUY (ill EDITORS CHOICE 

PHONO STAGES 
Phono stages 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Musical Fidelity X-LPS'3 

D NAO PP2 phono stage 

D Tom Evans Microgroove 

I.ill Tom Evans The Groove 

D Trichord Dino/Dino+ 

249 

50 

400 

1,800 

498 

COMMENTS 

Simple, well turned out valve-driven phono stage lacks ad1ustability, but sounds sweet, open and well-behaved 

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money 

For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better' 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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I 1 II ;la I t:ll JiJi "-i :U I SPEEDS Speeds offered rn rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended suppon for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 

from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will flt it for you. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a sfaner canridge and this is included in the price shown 

Id l;i1;!!1ldl�J;�;:t:l!i'I MM Moving magnet cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some canridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality. 
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PINEWOOD 

MUSIC 
of Winchester and Taunton 

PRIMA LUNA PROLGUE 2 
The more you spend, the harder it is to get right - just 
like cars, just like houses. Yes, of course it can be 
done, but if you want music without tears and still have 
that pride of ownership feeling, then we invite you to 
treat your ears and eyes to the Prima Luna Prologue 2. 

Priced at under £1000 Uust) and sporting four lovely 
KT88 tubes, this beautifully built and reliable little 
integrated amplifier will bring a smile to your face - and 
maybe your bank manager's as well. 

AUDIO RESEARCH VSi55 
Let's move up the ladder a little to the Audio Research 
integrated amplifier. If you have a pair of Sonus fabers 
or the smaller Martin Logans, this will drive them with 
real force and finesse. Underpowered at 50 Watts? 
Sounds like it on paper, doesn't sound like it in reality. 

KRELL KAV-400xi 
All the power you need, and then some. Slim, 
beautifully formed and built like a Swiss watch that 
sings, this integrated amplifier has a musicality that 
some people don't equate with solid state designs. Not 
for nothing is it an award-winner. 

SONUS FABER CREMONA AUDITOR 
Did Franco Serblin and his team understand just what 
they were unleashing a couple of years ago with this 
little marvel? Maybe. Maybe not. But the fact is that this 
gorgeous design not only makes your room look better, 
but the music it produces hits you where it matters: 
right in your heart. 

PATHOS LOGOS 
So try this one with your Sonus fabers: a match made in 
heaven? We think so. Both Sonus faber and Pathos 
are designed and made in Vicenza, and a more 
beautiful and musically historic city you could not find. 
Hear these at Pinewood, and you'll want to see the 
place itself. 

Agents for: Krell, Audio Research, Jadis, Sonus 
faber, Martin Logan, Koetsu, Copland, Prima 
Luna, Dreamvision, Pathos, Oracle, Lyra, Unison 
Research, Transparent, The Chord Company, 
finite-elemente, BCD Engineering, Futureglass 

You are invited to contact Brian Rivas or Alison 
Holmes for a discussion and demonstration 

The PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY 
Winchester: 01962 776808 

Taunton: 01460 54322 
Mobile: 07860 351113 

e-mail: brianriv@mac.com 



RADIO TUNERS 
FM and DAB hi-fi separates 

� Radio is a fantastic musical resource 

\ � J that's in danger of being taken for 

� granted, but whatever your tastes 

there's someone out there catering for it. If 

you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 

to your hi-fi already, you're missing out I 

DAB or FM? 

Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is said to 

be available to 80 per cent of the 

population and the long-term plan is to 

switch public broadcasting over to digital, 

but hardware prices have yet to come down 

to a point where this would be acceptable. 

Its advantages over FM include hiss-free 

reception, the potential for a wider range of 

stations and the ability to display 

comprehensive programming information. 

FM's RDS system means that station name 

and occasionally track titles are displayed, 

but the range of information is fairly 

limited. 

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 

cost of hardware and the greater reception 

area. It can also provide higher sound 

quality if reception conditions are 

favourable. Absolute sound quality 

judgements are muddied by the fact that 

you are listening to different forms of 

compression and processing at the studio 

for each station. 

What is clear, however, is that there are 

more and more radio stations broadcasting 

on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 

it's variety of programming you're after, 

they have a lot to offer. 

RECEPTION 
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 

dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 

listeners should get a decent external aerial 

and connect it with as few junctions and 

splits as possible. Every time you split the 

cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 

halve signal strength! With DAB the same 

applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 

www.bbc.eo.uk/ digital radio for details. 

Our favourite 0 BEST BIN EDITORS CHOICE 

TUNERS 
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

FM TUNERS 

[] - Creek T50 499 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics 

El Denon TU-260L II 130 The return of the all-tirne favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever 

EC Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1, 195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves ... but its sound is simply sublime 

!ill Magnum Dynalab MD 102 2,200 Superb remote control analogue FM tuner delivers a superbly transparent sound that makes radio fun 

@] NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with 1ust a slight lack of clarity 

0 NAO S400 600 One of the best around - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent 

El Primare T21 600 Identical to NAO S400 and likewise a very fine tuner 

El Rega Radio 3 398 Unpretentious unit which does what it claims, very well. Unusually fine FM sound in all areas 

Ratel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free 

DlB TUNERS 

Arcam DiVA DT81 650 A very smart and polished DAB pertormer 

El Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet 

Cambridge Azur 640T 200 Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB pertormance, though FM is never better than decent 

Pure Digital DRX-701ES 250 An excellent introduction to DAB, fine value, simple to use and feature loaded 

Pure Digital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing 

Sony ST-SDB900 200 Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insighttul and clear 

Denon TU260L II fl30 
The benchmark for all other budget AM/FM 

tuners, with great sound and features. 

-

Cambridge DABSOO £150 
A low-cost DAB radio that gets very close 

to much more expensive digital models. 

Creek TSO £499 
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 

with a substantial and detailed sound. 

�- �, � 

• 11,..n!cwo icET 

1111 
Magnum Dynalab 
MD 90T fl,195 
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an 

MD, but still streets ahead of most radios. 
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FM,M,L 128 • • 251 

FM,M,L 40 193 

FM opt opt 257 

FM 5 241 

FM,M 30 • 250 

FM 30 • • 230 

FM 30 • 230 

FM,M 20 • 242 

FM,M 30 • • 242 

DAB 16 • • 221 

DAB 10 • • 248 

DAB.FM 60 • • 260 

DAB 99 • • 234 

DAB,FM,M 99 • • 242 

DAB,FM,M 60 259 

Ji U �3''1'.J j'I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - d1gita! audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names 

and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons 
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DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CD, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders 

® MiniDisc 
MD's strength is versatility. You can 

record and then re-record many times 

over. Editing facilities are second to none -

quality is higher- if you're recording from a 

CD, the best models will give you a copy 

that is very close to the original. In terms of 

compatibility, most CD players will play 

back a CD-R disc, but older models might 

have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 

of course, play the disc back on your own 

recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW 

on a DVD player, check for compatibility. 

you can erase mistakes, name tracks and re

order a disc's contents with a few simple 

button pushes, making it ideal for building 

compilations. They're pretty robust too. 

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 

CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 

compression technology called ATRAC, 

which discards part of the data in order to 

squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 

from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a 

little cold in comparison, lacking a degree 

of detail and ambience. But to most people 

it still sounds light years ahead of cassette 

- clean and hiss-free. 

Recordable CD 
With recordable CD you have a choice of 

two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 

but you can only record once; and CD-RW 

discs are a little more costly, but you can re

record on them ad infinitum. 
Though the latest machines incorporate 

some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 

not as flexible as MD. However, sound 

Hard drive 
The latest contender on the digital recording 

scene is also the most flexible. Some HDD 

(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole 

music collections if you use a compression 

format such as MP3. HDD recorders are 

taking over from multidisc CD changers as 

sound servers in multiroom installations, 

where their ability to play more than one 

piece of music at a time is a great boon. HDD 

also offers impressive editing facilities on a 

par with MD, and they can also record from 

CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed. 

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 

force behind the format- flexibility and 

storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 

plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 

H DD recorder in fidelity terms. 

Our favourite o BESTBlN !ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD-R/RW, MD and HOD recorders 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

CO·R/RW RECORDERS 

Denon CDR-1 OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 

0 Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 

Marantz DR6000 £400 
Quality in a box - it eschews gimmickry, 

but it does a simple job very well. 

Yamaha 
CDR-HD1300 £600 
Combining hard disk with CO-R makes CO 

recording a whole lot more flexible. 

I merge 
52000 £1,599 
Impressively flexible hard disk music 

server for multi room applications. 

-"i43H!jiQ·iil.PfuAA 

• 218 

233 

243 

0 Philips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 233 

0 Philips CDR951 

[] Pioneer PDR-609 

Pioneer PDR-W839 

MO RICOROERS 

Pioneer MJ-0508 

Sony MDS-JE480 

HOO RECORDERS 

lmerge S2000 

0 Yamaha CDR-HD1300 

380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 

270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 

350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 

200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 

130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 

1,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a multi-room installation, this three-output server combines flexibility with good sound 

600 Superb combination of high-speed CD-RW drive and hard disk, adding editing flexibility to CD recording 

11 J3..,.i (Ji I DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HO CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only. 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAG. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAG. 

84 Hl·FI CHOICE I march 2005 

80 

80 

• 

205 

243 

218 

205 

233 

243 

243 





Sevenoaks. WINTER .·\'' I\ 

SALE " SOUND & VISION 
CONTINUES ... 

Arcam DiVA 
CD192 CD Player £849.95 

A90 Amplifier £849.95 

Pro-ject 
Debut Ill Turntable (Black) £ SALE 

(Colours) £ SALE 
"Building on the Award-winning design of its predecessors, the new Pro-ject Debut Ill 

delivers a thrillingly good sound for the money ... Products like this should really 

o ooo eooc 

0 • • •  • • 

Mission m31i 
Speakers 
£119.95 
"Overall, the little m31 i 

speakers are great, and 

the team at Mission 

should consider this 

upgrade job well done. 

The 'i' in the model 

name stands for 

'improved' and these speakers ful� deserve 

REL Quake 
Subwoofer 

£349.95 (B•ittex Black) 

Bass reinforcement for 

both your hi-Ii and home 

cinema system. 

"It's such a capable subwoofer - it handles 

both music and movies exceptionally well. 
The Quake delivers bass with both power and finesse." 

• 

• 

• 

Roksan Kandy 
CD Player £649.95 
Amplifier £649.95 

' I 

•UT STHIO -PI.mu 

�l(ondyMklll 

'The Kandy CD player offers a great array of talents -

team it with its amp stablemate and you have something 

close to the ideal visual and sonic combination." 

'The result is a breathtakng Best Buy amplifier that betters 

its competition with ease." KANDY AMPLIAER - AWARDS 2003 

Marantz 
CD Player £119.95 

'This is a remarkable player for the money, 

with superb sound, looks and feel, which give you 

no clue as to the budget price ... A very solid buy -

and a lot of fun." 

o o a 

£239.95 
'This is one of the most powerful amps in its class, at 

95w per channel, and it sounds it with anything from 

dance to a big orchestral work, offering a delicious 

combination of poise and impact. Stick with fast, 

dynamic speakers such as B&W DM601 S3s or KEF's 

equal� capable 01s and the results will amaze." 

Pure Digital DRX702ES 
Digital/Analogue Tuner £269.95 

t•• ··· � a f :::::::�, PrM1 ,... ...... �---�!!!'�_!_!l;;;;;;;;;::: ·'fj'!J. 7 It e e. :�(!Ill� • • - "" 

"This tuner sounds superb .. The overall balance is 

powerful, clean and crisp, making this a fine tuner 

by any standards, and a superb buy given its 

excellent flexibility." 

Harman Kardon TU970 
Digital/Analogue Tuner £249.95 

With Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) capability, this high-quality tuner delivers more stations and offers pure, distortion

free, CD-like sound, while providing useful radio and data services. Combining ease of use with interference-free 

reception, Harman Kardon's TU970 features the newest digital technologies from one of the oldest hi-fi names. 

\ 



Roksan Caspian M Series 

KEF 
Q4 Speakers £ SALE 
Q Compad Speakers £ SALE 

The 04 ftoorstander, is one of 

the latest addrtions to KEF's 

acclaimed 0 Series. 

Featuring KEF's Uni-Q driver 

array - an arrangement that 

makes the speaker much 

easier to place in the room. 

This has been combined 

with a dedicated 130mm LF 

unit for extended bass 

output which belies the size 

of its diminutive cabinet. 

Wharfedale Diamond 9.1 
Spea er £ SALE 
"The overall balance of the speakers is their finest 

characteristic. Thanks to near-perfect driver integration, 

music sounds wonderfully natural and transparent... This 

is a bar-raising effort from Wharfedale: these are 

ridiculously good speakers at the budget price level." 

CD Player £1099.9S Amplifier £999.9S 
"A real class-contender, the new M Series-1 is a canny 

piece of krt and well worth the money." M se•1es-1 co PLAveA 

"A fine piece of equipment." M SERIEs-1 AMPLIFIER 

Preamplifer/2 x Monoblocs £3449.9S 
'This Roksan is an excellent buy that puts most of the 

opposition to shame when rt comes to sonic abilrty ... If 

you want the most honest-sounding amp you can get for 

your money, this combo can't be ignored." 

Quad 
99 CD·P CD Pre Amp £ SALE 
99 Power Amp £ SALE 
11 L Speakers £ SALE 

This system package includes the 

multi Award-winning 11 L speakers 

combined with the exceptional gg CO

P CD player and gg power amplifier. 

"So, we have three talented pieces of 

kit and the result is ... excellent." 

Musical Fidelity AS SERIES 
AS Amplifier . . . . .£ SALE 
AS CD Player . . . . . .  £ SALE 
Musical Fidelity has introduced the new A5 series CD 

player and integrated amplifier. The amplifier delivers 

250 wpc and is capable of reproducing proper 

dynamic range into all but the most inefficient 

loudspeakers. The CD player is, according to Musical 

Fidelity, "the best player ever made." Visit your nearest 

store for more more infonmation and a demonstration. 

X-SERIES 
X-80 Amplifier 
X-150 Amplifier 
X-RayV3 CD Player 

.£SALE 

.£SALE 
.£SALE 

The 40 wpc, X-80 and the 80wpc X-150 amplifiers 

are part of Musical Fidelrty's revamped X-Series. Both 

models feature a dual-gang analogue volume control 

and high-output transistors for each channel. The 

X-150 also includes a high quality phono stage. 

The X-Ray'" CD player, replacement for the legendary 

X-Ray, uses the same DAC and upsampling principles 

as the acclaimec Tri-Vista SACD payer. 

QUAD 

PRICING POLICY 
'/, 

FINANCE OPTION* 
We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. Spread the cost of buying . 

J 0% finance option is available on the majority of products we stock. In the event you can find the same products and excellent seNice at 

a lower price , please bring it to our store managers' attention. •written detalls on roquost. Ucensod credi t brokers. Mlnlmum b;ililnce £ 400. Subjoci to 5totll$. 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 
*ADDED VALUE OFFERS · FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 1 0102/05, E&OE. 
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Acoustic Energy 
Aelite Three 
Speakers £ SALE 
"Acoustic Energy's new 

Aelrte Threes weigh in at a 

hefty 1 Bkg a piece, and their 

cuNed, real wood finished 

cabents both look handsome 

and make good acoustic 

sense ... So how do they 

perform ... Give them a big 

room and posrtion them in 

free space and they'll deliver 

great things ... If you want a 

big sound for sensible 

money, don't hesitate to 

audition the Aelrte Threes." 

-··· �f!r!!1 

The 704 speakers 

are part of B&W's 

new 700 series. 

These floorstanding, 

two-and-a-half

way, vented box 

speakers are 

available in a 

variety of attractive 

finishes. In a recent 

What Hi-Fi? Sound 

and Vision group 

test the 704 offered 

"Remarkable 

openness and 

clarity that is 

unrivalled at 

this price." 

***** 

conversion plus manual recording level controls, ideal 

when making compilations to standardise levels. All this 

means you get great copies from the Pioneer ... and 

remarkalble value." 

'These are rather magical 

speakers, wrth a poise and 

grace that belies their albilrty 

to turn on the power when 

required. Pair them wrth a 

good CD player and surtalbly 

accomplished amp, and you 

won't go far wrong." 

BRONZE 
s s £179.95 
"Monrtor Audio's 

Bronze B2s sound 

much more expensive 

than their £200 price 

tag would suggest. In 

fact, they sound 

superb ... In the 

competitive world of 

budget hi-fi, speakers 

don't get much better 

than the B2s." 

GOLD 
Reference 20 
Speakers 
£SALE 
"Monitor Audio has 

made an immensely 

accomplished pair of 

speakers in the GR 

20s. In sonic and 

physical terms there 

is little to criticise; 

even the price is 

highly competitive. 

We have no choice 

but to recommend 

them highly." 

� 
� 

Acoustic Energy 
AE1 MKlll Speakers £ SALE 

'The legendary AE1 lives on in this groundbreaking third 

version .. The Mk Ills are worthy of the AE1 narne, taking 

small-speaker performance to another level.." 

Denon DM31 
UD-M31 CD Receiver £189.95 
'Tue D-M30 was exemplary, as rts three What Hi-Fi? Sound 

and Vision Awards clearly show. The D-M31 is even better, 

making rt phenomenal value for money." 

NB - DENON OM31 PRICE EXCLUDES SPEAKERS 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 10/02/05, E&OE. 



SUGGESTED 
HI-FI SEPARATE 
SYSTEMS 
Sevenoaks has carefully chosen four 
hi-fi separate systems. Selected for their 
performance , reliability and compatibility, 
these systems offer superb value for money 
with massive savings on the individual 
component prices. Simply add speaker and 
interconnect cables and other accessories 
from our extensive range available in-store. 

ESSENTIAL 
ACCESSORIES 
The right accessories can make or break your hi-fi 
or home cinema system. Our carefully selected 
range will ensure you get the very best 
performance from your system. 

GRADO 
HEADPHONES 
Range includes 
the Award

winning SR60 
and highly
acclaimed RS 1 
plus the world
f amous Grado 
Cartridges 

QED CABLES 
Audio & Video 

Interconnects • Speaker 
Cables • HDMI Cables 

• Component Video 
Interconnects 

• Comprehensive Custom 
Cable Service 

SOUNDSTYLE 
RACKS & STANDS 

The all-new Soundstyle range 
of Equipment Supports and 

Speaker Stands offer the 
discerning enthusiast an 

unsurpassed combination of 
leading-edge styling, 

outstanding finishes, modular 
flexibility and class-leading 

sonic performance 

Rote I 
RCD-02 CD Player 
RA-01 Amplifier 

Monitor Audio 
Bronze 82 Speakers 

HI-FI SYSTEM 1 ·NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 

Arcam 
CD73T CD Player 
A80 Amplifier 

KEF 
Q4 Speakers 

£ 1 149 .95 SAVE £££5 
PRICE uauoES CABLES 

HI-FI SYSTEM]_· NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 

Roksan 
Kandy KD1 MKlll CD Player 
Kandy KA 1 MKlll Amplifier 

Monitor Audio 
Silver S6 Speakers 

HI-FI SYSTEM 3 · NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 

Musical Fidelity 
X-RayVl CD Player 
X-150 Amplifier 

Monitor Au 10 

Gold Reference 10 Speakers 

£1999 .95 
PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS 

HI-FI SYSTEM 4 ·NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION __j 



Sevenoaks 1: '� 
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SOUND & VISION· \l , 

TURNTABLES 
SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Goldltng GR1 

Mlcllel Gyro SE/RB300 

Mlcllell TecnoDec (Ex Arm) 

Pnljecl Debut Phono SB 

Pnljecl Debut Ill (Black) 

Pnljecl Debut Ill (Colours) . 

Pruject 1 Xpression 

Roksan Radius 5 r.'lood) . 

TUNERS 

... £129.95 

. £SAl.E 

.£SAl.E 

.£SAl.E 

. £SAl.E 

.£SAl.E 

.£189.95 

. ... .£749.95 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
.£229.95 

........ £499.95 

.£99.95 

Hannan Kanlon lU970 DAB/AM/FM ... £249.95 

Marantz ST 4000 

Pure DRJU01 ES DAB 

CD PLAYERS 

£99.95 

.£189.95 

.£269.95 

.£549.95 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Arcam DNA CD73T 

Um Gen� 

Lim lkemi 

Marantz CD5400 

Marantz SA11 S1 

Musical Fidelity X-Ray" 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 

Musical Fidelity A5 . 

Musical Fidelity A308� 

Quad 99 CD-P . 

Roksan Kandy KD1 Ml<Jll 

Roksan Gaspian M . 
Hotel RCD02 

.£399.95 

.. £849.95 

.. £599.95 

........... £999.95 

.£1099.95 

.£119.95 

.£SAl.E 

... £SAl.E 

.... £119.95 

.......... £SAl.E 

£SAl.E 

.£699.95 

.£SAl.E 

.£1399.95 

.......... £SAl.E 

....... £649.95 

............. £1099.95 

....... £379.95 

Hotel RCD1072 . .................. £594.95 

CD RECORDERS 
-PDR609 CD-RW 

Yamaha CDR-HD1300�1 

AMPLIFIERS 

...... £199.95 

..... £479.95 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Arcam DNA A65 Plus ............... . .... £389.95 

Arcam DNA A80 .£599.95 

Arcam DNA A9C . . ................... £849.95 

Arcam FMJ A32 . 

Cyrus 6vs . 

Cyrus 8vs 

Cyrus Pre X vs Pre 

Cyrus Mono X Power 

Denon PMA355 

UmllolecllwPre. 

Um Ul85 Power . 

Marantz PM4400 . 

Marantz PM7200 

....... £1199.95 

.. £599.95 

.......... £799.95 

........ £1099.95 

(Each) £1199.95 

... £169.95 

.£SAl.E 

.. £SAl.E 

.£139.95 

£239.95 

Marantz PM11 S1 ........ . ........ £ SAl.E 

Musical Fldellty X-80 .£ SAl.E 

MuslcalFldelityX-150 .. £SAl.E 

Musical Fldellty A3.2 ... £699.95 

Musical Fldellty A3.2 Pre .... £699.95 

Musical Fldellty A3.2 Power ..... £699.95 

Musical Fldellty A5 . . £ SAl.E 

Musical Fidelity A308 . 

Quad 99 Power .. £ SAl.E 

Quad 909 Power .£ SAl.E 

Roksan Kandy KA 1 MKlll .. £649.95 

Roksan Gaspian M .£999.95 

Roksan Gaspian M Pre 

Roksan Gaspian M Stereo Power .. £749.95 

Roksan Gaspian M Monobloc Power ... (Each) £1099.95 

Hotel RA-01 .. £249.95 

Hotel RA-02 . 

Hotel RA-1062 

SPEAKERS 

.... £349.95 

.. £594.95 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Acoustic Enefgy Aegis Eva One 

Acoustic Enefgy Aegis Eva Three 

... £129.95 

.£249.95 

Acoustic Enefgy Aelite Two 

Acoustic Enefgy Aelite Three 

Acoustic Enefgy AE1 MKlll 

AVI Neutron W . 
B&WDM601 S3 

B&WDM602 S3 

B&W704 . 

\.. : 

.. £SAl.E 

.£SAl.E 

.. £SAl.E 

.£SAl.E 

.£249.95 

.£299.95 

.. £1399.95 

B&W705 . 

KEf X01 . 

Unn Katan 

. ..... £899.95 

. .£SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

. .£ SAl.E 

. .£ SAl.E 

.. £119.95 

.£279.95 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

- Audio Siwer S1 

Monitor Audio Siwer S6 

Monitor Audio Siwer S8 

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 1 0 . 

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 60 . 

... £179.95 

.£299.95 

.£499.95 

.£799.95 

.£699.95 

Quad11L 

Quad 12L . 

Quad 22L 

Ruark Epilogue II . 

Ruark Talisman Ill 

Ruark Sabre Ill 

.£ SAl.E 

...... £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

. . . . . . . . £ SAl.E 

..... £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.......... £ SAl.E 

Wharledale Pacific EvtJution 30 

HI-A SYSTEMS 
Denon 201 Ex Speakers 

Denon DF101 Ex Speakers 

Denon DM31 Ex Speakers 

Um Classik Music Ex Speaker.; 

Teac Legacy 600 Ex Speaker.; 

DVD SYSTEMS 
Denon ADV-M71 Inc SC-M51 Speakers 

Denon DHT-500SD Inc 5.1 Speaker Package 

Denon DHT-55050 Inc 5.1 Speaker Package 

Jamo DVR50/A305PDD Inc Speaker.; 

Jamo DVR50/A355PDD Inc Speakers 

KEf l<JT100 Inc Speakers 

Teac Legacy 700ilS-L800 Inc Speakers . 

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO 

.£ SAl.E 

... £479.95 

.. £299.95 

... £189.95 

..... £ SAl.E 

.£199.95 

.. £449.95 

.... £429.95 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£799.95 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Cyrus Unkserver 160 

Cyrus Linkserver 250 

Cyrus Linkport . 

Cyrus Linkwand 

Yamaha MuslcCast MCX A 10 

Yamaha MuslcCast MCX 1 OOO . 

OW PLAYERS 

.. £2999.95 

.£3499.95 

.£649.95 

... £199.95 

.£599.95 

.. £1799.95 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
MAKE & MODEL . . . ............... REGION 2 MULTI REGION 

Arcam DNA DV78 .£699.95 £699.95 

Arcam DNA DV79 .£999.95 £999.95 

.£1199.95 

.£ SAl.E 

. . £ SAl.E 

£339.95 

Denon DVD-2900 Universal £489.95 

Denon DVD-2910 Universal ... £ SAl.E 

Denon DVD-3910 Universal ... £ SAl.E 

Denon DVD-A11 .£ SAl.E 

Hannan Kanlon DVD22 .... . .. £199.95 

Hannan Kanlon DVD31 ..... £ SAl.E 

Marantz DV4500 . . .£ SAl.E 

Meridian G98 ................ £ SAl.E 

-OV370 . . ....... £69.95 

-DV575A Universal . . .. £119.95 

-OV668Av Universal .£ SAl.E 

-OV868A� Universal .£ SAl.E 

Toshiba SD240E . . .......... £59.95 

Toshiba SD340E . .£69.95 

Yamaha OVD-S550 . 

Yamaha OVD-S1500 

..... .£119.95 

.£ SAl.E 

OW RECORDERS 

£1599.95 

£1199.95 

£ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

£349.95 

£499.95 

£ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

£199.95 

£ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

£79.95 

£129.95 

£ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

£69.95 

£79.95 

£119.95 

£ SAl.E 

MAKE & MODEL .............. REGION 2 MULTI REGION 
Panasonic OMR-E55 DVD-RAM .£199.95 £219.95 

Panasonic DMR-E65 DVD-RAM . £ SAl.E £ SAl.E 

WINTER 

SALE 
CONTINUES ... 

Panasonic OMR-E75 DVD-RAM . .£ SAl.E £SALE 

Panasonic OMR-E85 DVD-RAM £ SAl.E £ SAl.E 

Panasonic DMR-E95 DVD-RAM £ SAl.E £ SAl.E 

Panasonic OMR-E500 DVD-RAM .. £ SAl.E £ SAl.E 

-OVR-220 DVD-AW 

-DVR-320 DVD-RW 

£199.95 

.£ SAl.E 

£219.95 

£ SAl.E 

-OVR-420H HOD/DVD-RW .£ SAl.E £SALE 

-OVR-520H HOD/DVD-RW .. £ SAl.E £ SAl.E 

-OVR-720H HOO/DVD-RW .£ SAl.E £ SAl.E 

-OVR-920H HOO/DVD-RW .. £ SAl.E £SALE 

A/V AMPLIFIERS 

RECEIVERS & PROCESSORS 
SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Arcam AVR250 NV Receiver . . .... £999.95 

Arcam AVR300 NV Receiver . . .. £1299.95 

Arcam AV8/P7 NV Pretl'rocessor/Power ...... £5749.95 

Cyrus AV8 NV Processor 

Denon AVC-A 1 SRA NV Arnplrner .£ SAl.E 

Denon AVC-A 1 XV NV Amplifier .. £ SAl.E 

Denon AVR1705 NV Receiver .. £199.95 

Denon AVR1905 NV Receiver .£ SAl.E 

Denon AVR2105 NV Receiver .£ SAl.E 

Denon AVR2805 NV Receiver ... £ SAl.E 

Denon AVR3805 NV Receiver .............. £799.95 

Hannan Kanlon AVR330 NV Receiver .£ SAl.E 

Hannan Kanlon AVR630 NV Receiver ........ £ SAl.E 

Hannan Kanlon OPR2005 NV RecePler ........ £ SAl.E 

Marantz SR4500 NV Receiver ... £299.95 

Marantz SR5500 NV Receiver .... £ SAl.E 

-VSX-D814NVReceiver ....... £249.95 

-VSX-i>X3 NV Receiver ....... £ SAl.E 

-VSX-2014i NV Receiver . .£ SAl.E 

-VSX-i>X5i NV Receiver . . .... £799.95 

-VSX-/>X5PJ NV Receiver .£999.95 

-VSA-AA10PJ NV Amplifier ............. £ SAl.E 

Hotel RSX1056 NV Reciever . . .... £1199.95 

Hotel RSX1067 NV Receiver . . . . .£1799.95 

Ratel RSP1066/RMB1075 NV Pretl'ower ..... £1799.95 

Hotel RSP1098 NV Processor . . .. �95 

Yamaha OSP-AX750SE NV Amplifier . .£ SAl.E 

Yamaha OSP-29 NV Amplifier . .£ SAl.E 

Yamaha RX-V550 NV Receiver ... £299.95 

Yamaha RX-V650 NV Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V1400RDS NV Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V2400RDS NV Receiver 

.£369.95 

... £629.95 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£679.95 

Yamaha RX-V2500RDS NV Receiver ........... £ SAl.E 

A/V SPEAKERS & PACKAGES 
SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
Acoustic Enefgy Eva 3B 

Acoustic Enefgy Aego P5�1 . 

Acoustic Enefgy Aelite 5.1 

Artcousllc Oiablo . 

B&WVM1/AS1 

B&WOM300 AV 

KEF KHT1005 . 

KEF KHT2005.2 

KEF KHT5005 

KEF Q7 AV 

M&KK5 . 

M&KK3 . 

M&K Xenon 25 . 

M&K 850/CS35/V850 

Mission M30 AV Pack 

Monitor Amto Radius 270 

Monllor Amlo Radius 5.1 

-.saunt Short Genie 

Quad L-Series . 

-le Diamond 9 HCP 

SUBWOOFERS 

.£679.95 

. ... .£429.95 

... £ SAl.E 

. .. £ SAl.E 

. ... £849.95 

.£899.95 

.£299.95 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

...... £ SAl.E 

. ...... £ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£399.95 

...... £ SAl.E 

.£799.95 

.£949.95 

.. £499.95 

.. £999.95 

.£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£SALE 

SEE OFFER AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 
B&W PV1 

MJ Acouslk:s Pro 50 (Black) 

MJ Acouslk:s Pro 1 OD (Black) 

MJ Acouslk:s Ref 1 OD (Black) 

MJ Acouslk:s Rei 200 (Black) 

MJ Acouslk:s Ref 1 M�I (Black) 

Quad L Senes . 

REL 0150E Ml<JI (Brittex Black) 

REL 0201 E (Brittex Black) 

REL 0400E (Brittex Black) 

.. £949.95 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.... £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£499.95 

... .£724.95 

... £999.95 

REL Quake (Brittex Black) . 
REL Stampede (Blad<) 

REL Strata 5 (Brittex Black) 

Wharfedale Diamond SW150 

PLASMA 
Fujitsu P42HHA30 42" 

Fujitsu P50XHA30 50" . 

Hitachi 32P05200 32" . 

Hitachi 42P05200 42" 

Hitachi 55PMA550TE 55" 

Panasonic TH37PW7B 37" 

Panasonic TH42PW7B 42" 

Panasonic TH37PE30B 37" 

Panasonic TH42PE30B 42" 

Panasonic TH50PV30B 50" . 

-POP435XDE 43" 

-POP435FOE 43" 

-PDP505XDE 50" 

Yamaha PDM4210 42" 

LCD TV 
Hitachi 28LD5200 28" 

Panasonic TX22LX2 22" . 

Panasonic TX26LXD1 26" . 

Panasonic TX32LXD1 32" . 

Phillps 32PF9986 32" 

Sharp Aquas LC-20S1 E 20" 

Sharp Aquas LC-26GA3/GA4 26" 

Sharp Aquas LC-32GA3/GA4 32" 

Sharp Aquas LC-32GD1 32" 

Sharp Aquas LC-37G01 37" 

Sharp Aquas LC-37GA3/GA4 37" 

Sharp Aquas LC-45G01 45" 

PROJECTORS 

.£349.95 

.£549.95 

£699.95 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

. .. £ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

... £ SAl.E 

... £ SAl.E 

. .£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

. .£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.... £ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

. .£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.£ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

.. £ SAl.E 

... £ SAl.E 

FREE SCREEN WITH SELECTED PROJECTORS 
Marantz W-12S3 OLP . .£ SAl.E 

Saeenplay SP4805 OLP .. £ SAl.E 

Saeenplay SP5700 OLP .£ SAl.E 

Saeenplay SP7205 OLP .. £ SAl.E 

Sharp XV-291E DLP .£ SAl.E 

Sharp XV-2200 OLP . £ SAl.E 

Sharp XV-2201 OLP ... £ SAl.E 

Sharp XV-22000 OLP .. £ SAl.E 

Sharp XV-212000 OLP .£ SAl.E 

Sim 2 Domino 18 OLP . .£ SAl.E 

Sim 2 Domino 20 OLP . .£ SAl.E 

Sim 2 Domino 20-H HOMI OLP . . . .£ SAl.E 

Sim 2 Domino 30-H HOMI OLP . . ....... £ SAl.E 

Sim 2 HT300 Xtra HOMI OLP .£ SAl.E 

Sim 2 HT500 Link OLP .£ SAl.E 

1hemeScene H30 Cinema OLP . .£ SAl.E 

1hemeScene H57 Cinema OLP . . ....... £ SAl.E 

1hemeScene H77 Cinema OLP . .£ SAl.E 

Yamaha DPX1100 OLP . .£ SAl.E 

REMOTE CONTROLS 
Marantz RC5400 . 

Marantz RC9200 . 

PhlUps i-Pronto RU1 OOO 

. .£399.95 

.£799.95 

.£1399.95 

WINTER SALE 
CONTINUES ... 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

FOR OUR UP-TO-DATE PRICES 

£ 
PRICING POLICY 

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION 
OPERATES A PRICING POLICY 

SEE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR DETAILS 

PLEASE NOTE! SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE 
AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. 

PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVEWNG. 

•Added value Olrers- From range available in-store. 

Nol in conjunction wi1l1 any o111 ... offer. 
Advertisement valid until at least 10/02/05, E&OE. 



ABERDEEN 57 CROWN STREET (NEW) 
• 01224 252797 

BEDFORD 29-31 ST PETERS STREET 

• 01234 272779 

BIRMINGHAM ARCH 12, LIVERY STREET 

•0121 233 2977 

BRIGHTON 57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE 

• 01273 733338 

BRISTOL 92B WHITELADIES ROAD, CUFTON 

• 0117 97 4 3727 

BROMLEY 39A EAST STREET 

• 020 8290 1988 

CAMBRIDGE 17 BURLEIGH STREET 

• 01223 304770 

CARDIFF 104-106 ALBANY ROAD 

• 029 2047 2899 

CHELSEA 403 KINGS ROAD 

• 020 7352 9466 

CHELTENHAM 14 PITIVILLE STREET 

•01242 241171 

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD 

• 01293 510777 

CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD 

• 020 8665 1203 OPfN SlJNDAY 

EALING 24 THE GREEN (NEW) 
e 020 8579 8777 OPENSlJNDAY 

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMARKET 

• 0131 229 7267 

EPSOM 12 UPPER HIGH STREET 

e 01372 720720 OPENSlJNDAY 

EXETER 28 COWICK STREET 

• 01392 218895 

GLASGOW 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 

• 0141 332 9655 

GUILDFORD 73B NORTH STREET 

• 01483 536666 

HOLBORN 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 

• 020 7837 7540 

HULL 1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET 

• 01482 587171 

IPSWICH 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET 

• 01473 286977 

KINGSTON 43 FIFE ROAD 

• 020 8547 0717 OPfNSlJNDAY 

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET 

• 0113 245 2775 OPfNSlJNDAY 

LEICESTER 10 LOSEBY LANE 

• 0116 253 6567 

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET 

• 01522 527397 (OFFHIGHSTREET} 

MAIDSTONE 96 WEEK STREET 

• 01622 686366 OPfNSlJNDAY 

MANCHESTER 69 HIGH ST, CITY CENTRE 

• 0161 831 7969 

NEWCASTLE 19 NEWGATE STREET 

• 0191 221 2320 

NORWICH 29-29A ST GILES STREET 

• 01603 767605 

NOTTINGHAM 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD 

• 0115 911 2121 

OXFORD 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET 

• 01865 241773 

PETERBOROUGH 36-38 PARK ROAD 

e 01733 897697 OPENSlJNDAY 

PLYMOUTH 107 CORNWALL STREET 

• 01752 226011 

POOLE LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET 

• 01202 671677 

PRESTON 40-41 LUNE STREET 

e 01772 825777 OPENSlJNDAY 

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE 

• 0118 959 7768 

SEVENOAKS 109-113 LONDON ROAD 

• 01732 459555 

SHEFFIELD 635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY 

e 0114 255 5861 OPENSlJNDAY 

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD 

• 0121 733 3727 

SOUTHAMPTON 33 LONDON ROAD 

e 023 8033 7770 OPENSlJNDAY 

SOUTHGATE 79-81 CHASE SIDE 

e 020 8886 2777 OPEN SlJNOAY 

STAINES 4 THAMES STREET 

e 01784 460777 OPENSlJNDAY 

SWINDON 8-9 COMMERCO\L ROAD (NEW) 
• 01793 610992 

SWISS COTTAGE 21 NORTHWAYS PDE, FINCHLEY RD 

e 020 7722 9777 OPENSlJNDAY 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD 

• 01892 531543 

WATFORD 478 ST ALBANS ROAD 

• 01923 213533 OPEN SlJNDAY 

WEYBRIDGE 43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT 

• 01932 828525 

WILMSLOW 3-5 GROVE STREET (OPENING SOOK) 
• 01625 419747 ·suBJECTTOLEGALC OMPLETION 

WITHAM (ESSEX) 1 THE GROVE CENTRE 

• 01376 501733 

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET 

e 01902 312225 OPENSlJNDAY 

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

E-MAIL: [insert store location]@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

WHO ARE SEVENOAKS? 
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & 

Vision is one of the largest and most 

successful hi-Ii and home cinema retailers in 

the country. 

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store 

stocks a wide range of quality products, 

covering all categories of specialist home 

entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and 

systems to DVD players, widescreen 

plasma televisions and projection systems, 

all at highly competitive prices. 

Friendly staff are available in all stores to 

advise, demonstrate and guide you through 

the home entertainment jungle. 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

DEMONSTRATION 
FACILITIES 
Our comfortable demonstration rooms are 

among the finest in the country, many 

complying wijh full THX specifications. 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision's Custom Installation Service enables the integration of a 

home cinema or hi-fi system into your home as neatly and seamlessly as possible. All 

electronics can be hidden away, speakers discreetly mounted either in the wall or 

ceiling and the complete system operated via remote control. 

Our installation experts are fully trained to the highest 

standards in all areas and provide a prompt, reliable 

and professional service. Whether you're looking for a 

multi-room system, a dedicated home cinema 

installation with a retractable screen and built-in 

speakers or an integrated control or lighting system, 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has a diverse range of 

products available to cater for all your requirements . 

FREE 8 Page Custom Installation Brochure available 
now from your nearest store or via our website. 

SEVENOAKS WEBSITE 
T he Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks group 

and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store. 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
There are hundreds of special offers and stock clearance items available from our stores 

nationwide - many with savings of up to 50%. To view our regularly updated product lists, visit 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk and click on special offers 

PRICING POLICY 
Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are highly 

competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection, demonstration 

facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower price might not look 

such good value. 

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price, please 

bring it to our store managers' attention. We will always endeavour to offer you the best deal. 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 



STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated and pre/power amps 

® Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 

power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 

sections are in one box. There are definite 

advantages to separating the low level, 

delicate signals in the preamp from the 

radiations of a power amp, so the more 

ambitious designs come in two or more 

cases. In some cases, each channel has its 

own power amp called a monoblock. 

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 

transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 

because of their practical and technical 

advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 

on owing to aspects of sound quality that 

trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 

your music loud, use trannies; if you 

appreciate acoustic music, try valves. 

The fundamental of amp/speaker 

interfacing is power rating and speaker 

sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 

speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 

takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 

of speakers which present a difficult load. As 

a rule, you can't have too much power. 

How to choose an amp 
The main areas in which amps vary are: 

timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 

transparency. Timing is the ability to 

present the attack and decay of each note 

precisely; amps with strong timing have a 

snap and coherence that is very appealing. 

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 

to portray variations in level between 

individual notes and is different to dynamic 

range (the difference between the loudest 

and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 

tend to have more life and energy. 

Stereo imaging is how solid or three

dimensional an instrument or voice sounds. 

The point of having two rather than one 

speaker is to make it possible to recreate 

the soundstage of the original recording, 

thus amps that have strong imaging skills 

can create a sonic space that seems to 

extend the room. 

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 

difference between amps. One amp will 

present more subtlety than another, but the 

drawback with using this as your main 

criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 

sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 

the expense of overall musical coherence. 

HOME CINEMA STEREO 

Marantz 
PM7200 £330 

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 

set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 

speakers do a remarkably good job of 

creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps 

Exposure 
2010 s £599 

tend to be better at reproducing music as 

they don't have the (electrical) noise

inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 

stereo models of a similar quality. 

Nairn 
NAC ll2x/NAP 150x fl,475 

A true budget belter from Marantz- power 

and finesse in equal measure, plus the 

ability to switch between Class A and Class 

AB operation. Giant killing amps are back' 

Another cracking integrated from the 

Exposure stable - admirable musical 

insight and communication at a 

thoroughly sensible price. Top stuff. 

Naim's new entry-level pre/power amp is 

a fabulously engaging combo. As you'd 

expect, rhythm and timing are to the fore, 

with a healthy dollop of finesse to boot. 
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SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS? 
All audio electronics perform 

better when they are warmed 

up, and this is particularly the 

case when it comes to 

amplifiers. If there's no way 

that you can leave it on all the 

time, make an effort to switch 

it on at least 20 minutes 

before listening. 

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING? 
Bi-wiring is when you run 

separate cables to the treble 

and bass/mid terminals on the 

speaker. In most instances, this 

improves sound quality so long 

as identical cables are used. Bi

ampi ng is using two stereo 

amps to drive one pair of 

speakers, using one amp to 

drive the treble and the other 

for the bass/mid sections of 

the speakers. 

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO UTILE POWER? 
Valve amps are inherently low 

powered in absolute terms - at 

least when you compare them 

to their transistor-based 

cousins. But when partnered 

with high-sensitivity 

loudspeakers, they are quite 

capable of producing perfectly 

adequate head-banging levels. 

Prima re 
PRE30/ A30.2 £2,400 
Beautifully made and with a sound to 

match, this Scandinavian pre/power 

combines warmth and body with energy 

and detail- a truly musical performer. 
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UPT0.£1.000 
Arcam DiVA A65 Plus 

Arcam DiVA ABO 

Arcam DiVA A90 

370 

600 

850 

COMMENTS 

Highly articulate and fluent. offers unusual insight for its price 

Arcam's most successful and crisp, detailed sound 

Enhanced replacement for A85, convertible to 7.1 sound with the addition of an add-on module and extra P90 power amps 

Small, stylish amp with a smooth and beguiling sound. Makes a fine partner for AA's equally compact Primo CD player 
+- ---- ----

A well built and fully featured amplifier that costs this little should not sound this revealing 

SPECIFICATIONS 

5 • • • 40 232 

6 • • • 90 251 

6 opt • • 90 250 

5 opt 

6 opt 

Audio Analogue Primo 475 

Cambridge Audio Azur 540A 200 

Cambridge Audio Azur 640A 250 

Cyrus 6vs 600 

Cambridge has a powerful weapon in the battle for budget amp supremacy, it's a lot of musical entertainment for the money 5 opt 

70 255 

50 255 

65 250 

Best seen in a Cyrus rack but capable of sweet sounds elsewhere toe. Upgradeable. 

Cyrus Svs 

Electrocompaniet ECl3 

Exposure 201 O S 

800 

999 

599 

Slightly inferior to Cyrus 6vs, but the tables are turned with the add-on PSX-R power supply- in that form it's a real Best Buy 

� Marantz PM4400 OSE 

� Marantz PM7200 

Marantz PM7200KI 

� Musical Fidelity X-80 

� NAO C352 

� Nairn Nail 5i 

Large and fairly powerful, with individual locks and very refined sound 

Beneath the unassuming exterior lurks a very capable performer that's passionate about music 

250 Highly competent and well specified - a lively performer that makes great music 

330 High power, plenty of features and remarkably clear and informative sound with lots of impact 

500 Smart and with sound that's full-bodied and confident at levels 

600 The entry-level to Musical Fidelity's amplifier range sounds both powerful and refined 

350 Dynamic and musical sounding update on what was already a star product 

699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 

� 1 Primare 120 750 An amplifier with attitude: punchy fast and secure sounding, with excellent build quality for the money 

Lively sound with good timing and frequency extension, if not quite as detailed as some Rega Mira 3 598 

� Roksan Caspian M Series 1 ,OOO 

� Ratel RA-02 349 

� Ratel RA-1062 595 

� Sugden A21 a 899 

lBOVE.£1.000 

Improved mid-range model from Roksan is a fine, expressive amplifier - right at the top of its class 

Agile and capable slimline design with an engaging sound that draws you into the music 

A value amp with a detailed and engaging sound, and the ability to drive almost any speaker in its path 

This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 

� Arcam FMJ A32 1, 150 Remarkably flexible and well-featured. with excellent sound quality for the price 

Audio Note Oto Line SE 
-----

1,599 Single-ended valve amp lacks power but sounds remarkably delicate and coherent 

Audio Analogue Maestro S. 1,750 The beautifully made Maestro Settanta sounds fast. deep and very smooth, though perhaps not the most dynamic 

Audio Research VSi55 2,895 Superb all-rounder provides the delights of valve amplification without sacrificing convenience 

AVI Laboratory Series 

Copland CSA29 

--r---
1,399 Terrific power, control and resolution - effortlessly musical and fine value 

1,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 

Karan KA-i180 3,900 Lean, sharp and articulate, this impressively constructed heavyweight is almost up there with the audiophile pre/power elite 

[ill Krell KAV-400xi 

� Myryad MX12080 

[ill T+A V10 

2,698 The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 

1 , 100 A sound of great assurance and clarity - perhaps a touch bass-light at times, but otherwise superb for the money 

4,000 Complex but well engineered, stylish and genuinely innovative high power integrated valve amp 

Our favourite o BESTBlN lfil..EDI TOR 'SCHOIC_E __ ---- -------

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Pre/power amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 
ll!Ji1!#i!1!i 

Arcam FMJ A32/P35 

Crott Vitali/Series 5C 

Densen Beat 200/300 

Nairn NAC 112x/NAP 150x 

Quad 99/909 

ABOVE .£2,000 
[ill Border Patrol P20 

Bryston BP25/4BSST 

[ill Chapter Preface/II+ 

COMMENTS 

1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 1 • 

2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency i • 

1,985 black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) -1 • 

-f: 
1,475 Uprated entry-level Nairn pre/power is a master of musical communication 

1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with good strong sound and just a little veiling 

6, 750 Muscular 300B P-P design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best • 

4,000 Extremely transparent, high-power combo, you'll listen louder and longer because you can e 
. 

9,800 Arn_� the fine� amps available, the resolution of t� preamp and _riower amp challenges t
_
he best at any priceJ • 

7 

7 • 

6 • 

6 opt • 

5 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

5 

6 

4 

5 

5 

5 opt 

5 

5 

6 opt 

6 opt 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 40 262 

70 261 

70 262 

75 262 

50 256 

105 248 

85 262 

55 255 

80 253 

50 252 

70 239 

60 262 

85 248 

40 232 

95 251 

25 224 

100 228 

10 254 

70 257 

50 254 

200 241 

85 255 

180 236 

200 247 

80 260 

80 261 

SPECIFICATIONS 

100 227 

30 216 

6 opt opt 100 216 

6 50 262 

5 136 256 

opt 

6 

20 231 

300 241 

300 249 

Ji" jifi ;1, I LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PH ONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge. 

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKETTo drive your cans with. 

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in wans per channel. 
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

2l 

� :l' 
0 

Pre/power amplifiers � " � � � � BADGE? I PRODUCT 
_ 

EAR 864/534 

COMMENTS 

4, 156 Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective pertormance and inspires great confidence 6 

3 
50 254 

� ; ECS EA-1 
--6,000 j-Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 

2,790 Highly natural and dynamic amplifier that offers the fluidity and energy of valves via transistors 

180 253 

Exposure XXlll/XXVlll 6 opt 70 241 

� Gamut 0200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price 200 247 

� Halcro dm1 O/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably pclarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 

12,7 45 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers 

5 225 243 

� , Hovland HP-100/RADIA 9 opt 125 250 

[ill Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is 1t 

6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it locks and is a lot more transparent than most 

700 234 

[ill , Linn Klimax Kontrol 
+ 

Nairn NAG 202/NAP 200 

[ill Nairn NAP 500 

[ill Nairn NAG 552 

0 Primare PRE30/A30.2 

[ill Quad QC-24/11-40 

Roksan Caspian M Series 

I . . . . . . 
2,72!'._j More soph1st1cated than its forebears with a fleet-footed sound that draws you into the music 

11,875 Wondertul neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 

12, 100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience • 

2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical pertormer 

4 238 

8 70 241 

140 208 

6 233 

7 128 256 

7 40 254 

6 78 256 
+-

C'.:J Stello DP200/S200 

4,007 Big, muscular valve sound that's smooth and easy on the ears, plus solid engineering with good power delivery 

2,050 Confident and highly enjoyable sound with lively music, perhaps a little less sure with subtler, complex scores 

2,990 Flexible preamp with purist leanings, plus classic stereo power amp offer great value by high-end standards 3 200 259 
--+ 

[ill Sugden Masterclass AA 5,600 Yorkshire's finest Class A kit. Dynamic and tonally rich, this gives even valve amps a run for their money • 7 35 246 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies ® The multichannel, surround sound or 

AV amplifier is a popular option, 

thanks to the success of the DVD 

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 

five channels or more of amplification for 

the price of two. Now that multichannel 

music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 

be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 

amp with a radio tuner built in). 

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 

SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 

then check out a multichannel amp and 

speaker set-up - they're stunning with 

movies and none too shabby with music. 

AV amps are usually designed primarily 

for movies and come with digital 

processing for the various soundtrack 

formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 

Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 

surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 

formats. More ambitious designs also offer 

THX post processing, designed to emulate 

the sound of the mixing theatre at home. 

Processing in AV amps is needed because 

the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 

potential. This is why new formats SACD 

and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 

compression, were created for music. 

All this processing power can take its toll 

on analogue formats. The best multichannel 

amps for music are often the simplest, but 

any that offer a complete bypass option with 

six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 

looking at real power - five or seven 

channels of amplification are not easy to 

produce with a feeble power supply, and the 

cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 

up to the claims. 

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how many speakers 

you want. Multichannel music 

discs come with six or 5.1 
channels, but for new movies, 

7.1 systems are where it's at. 7.1 
set-ups also mean you have 

speakers directly behind you -

preferable for music discs. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP? 
Processors don't have amplifica

tion on board and you need 

separate power amps. AV amps 

and receivers have processing 

and amps in the same box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 
This is the LFE (low frequency 

effects) or bass channel that is 

reproduced by a subwoofer. 

Hl·FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high

quality multichannel music, surround 

sound is no longer just a home cinema 

thing. An increasing number of people 

want to build a multichannel system that 

will do their music as well as their movie 
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DVDs justice, and the number of AV 

products delivering sufficient quality is 

on the increase. But most aren't cheap -

building a top-quality system with five or 

more channels is inevitably more 

expensive than sticking with stereo. There 

are some very decent integrated options 

below £1,000, though the best (and most 

costly) route is to buy a separate 

processor and power amp(s). Or you can 

add AV amplification to a stereo model 

you can't bear to part with. 



Sony 
STR-DB795 £300 
Sony's latest little box of AV tricks is 

astonishingly good for the money -great 

with cinema and unusually fine with music. 

Combines admirable sound across all 

music and movie formats with features 

like full auto set-up, i.Link and the latest 

surround formats - a class act at £1,000. 

Pioneer 
VSA-AXlOAi £3,200 
An astoundingly thorough multichannel 

tour de force, stuffed with features and 

impressive in both stereo and full surround 

- state of the integrated AV amp art. 

A fantastic achievement from this 

respected UK brand - a top-ranking AV 

processor and seven-channel power amp. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY !ill EDITORS CHOICE 
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AV AMPLIFIERS � 
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Multichannel amplifiers 

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

MULTICHANNEL INTEGRATED IMPS 

Arcam AVR200 800 Upgraded AVR100 with Dolby Pro-Logic II and some bass management. Great for stereo, a bit bass-light for multichannel 6 70 229 

D Arcam AVR300 1,300 Cracking all-round music and movie ability sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 8 100 257 

Denon AVR-2803 650 Merely 'average' sound but it's impossible to argue against the flexibility and value of its engineering 9 130 251 

D Denon AVR-3805 1,000 Upgraded sound, new processing algorithms and a great remote control make this a superb mid-market multichannel buy 120 256 

!ill Denon AVC·A1SRA 3,000 An AV amp with genuine high-res hi·fi credentials. Feature set now upgraded to the AVC-A 1 SR'A' 8 170 232 

Marantz SR9300 2,000 Not a high flyer, just a thoroughly enjoyable, warm and attractive sounding receiver with music and film soundtracks alike 8 105 252 

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 160 255 

D Pioneer VSA-/J.X5i 1,200 Standard setter in its price category, with i.Link digital interface and MCACC auto set-up 11 100 248 

!ill Pioneer VSA·/J.X1 OAi 3,200 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 150 260 

D Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 100 260 

!ill Sony TA-DA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Link encrypted outputs 10 200 253 

MULTICHANNEL PREAMPS/PRDC£SSORS AND POWER IMPS 

D Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 250 

llil Arcam AV8/P7 5,750 State-of-the-art processor (£3, 150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 180 235 

llil Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 125 236 

Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900 Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 3 105 238 

!ill EAD TheaterMaster 8800 4,500 One of the most 'musical' sounding AV prcoessors to date - great with the matching PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 9 242 

Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi·fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260 

D Marantz PS· 17 /2x SM· 17 3,400 Classy and capable system, great steering, warm solid sound and high detail resolution, and some great gadgets 10 60 238 

!ill 
t 

Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230 

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but otters excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 50 238 

!ill Parasound Halo C1/A51 8,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 250 243 

D Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 120 238 

(ijjif'f:U I RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. 

7 .1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification. 

5-CHANNEL POWER (WJ Power output in watls per channel of all channels driven by the amp. 

"Audio Analogue have done it again" 
- Primo CD & Settanta. Hi-Fi Choice 

The new Primo, Composers 
and Maestro Series from Audio 
Analogue offer elegance, classic 
Italian styling, excellent value and 
a natural, musical sound.Already 
gaining plaudits and Best Buy 
awards throughout the globe, 
they are simply among the finest 
audio products available. 

For information and dealers 

UKDLtd 
Tet:Ol753 652 669 
info@ukd.co.uk I www.ukdco.uk 
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Advertisement 

What, How & Where 

// 
... too many 

people today know 
the price of 
everything and the 
value of nothing. 

Oscar Wilde 

TO BUY YOUR HI-FI SYSTEM 
Get the best system for your money by asking our 

Top Twenty UK specialist hi-fi dealers. 

Isn't it easy to buy a new system? You read 

the magazine product reviews, you find out 

who sells the recommendations, five-star 

favourites or best buys at the cheapest 

price, you order the system, get a friend who 
knows his onions to install it - and live 

happily ever after. 

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads 
to dissatisfaction, endless upgrades and a 
lot of wasted money. It's likely that the 

system will help you lose interest in music 

pretty rapidly. The problem is that there are 

more myths about hi-Ii than Aesop's Fables. 
CD gives you perfect sound. All CD players 

sound the same. A £50 CD player plays high 

fidelity music. All magazine reviewers are 

experts. Big speakers are always better than 
small ones. More watts per channel is 

everything. MP3 format gives you high 

quality. A collection of 'Best Buy' 

components will be a great system. And so 
on and so on. All myths. 

"] Music - the real aim 
IHI Our aim must be to buy a hi-Ii system 

that will prove musically satisfying, reliable 

and deliver true value for money. If the 

system doesn't excite you musically you've 

wasted your money. What is even worse is 

that you may not even realise you've bought 
a bad egg - you'll just switch the TV on 

instead and your desire to listen to music will 
gradually diminish. Have you ever been in a 
pub or club where you realise it's very 

difficult to conduct a conversation, even to 

the extent of being really tiring? A poor 

quality system continuously distorts but I 

don't mean it necessarily reaches the point 

of audibly breaking up. With a top quality 

system you can play music very loudly and 

still hold a conversation because it's free of 
distortion. 
A poor system is tiring to listen to even when 

it's played at low volume. If you want proof, 
go into a shoe or clothes shop where they 

play background 'music' and try to enjoy 

listening . It's odds on you'll fail. 

What and Where to buy 
So where do you start? Perhaps it's 

better to say what you don't start with and 
that is WHAT It's better to start with WHERE 

There is only one way to give yourself the 
best chance of getting it right first time, and 
that's through a specialist hi-fi dealer. Now 

it's likely you have preconceived ideas that 

may put you off visiting one. Although you 

would welcome the advice and guidance, 

you don't know the technical jargon. You 

don't want to be talked down to. Your friend 

has said they only sell expensive gear and 
they're not interested if you don't have a big 
budget. They're expensive. Again, just 

myths. Most specialist hi-fi dealers are 

running their business because, above all, 

they love music. They spend a large portion 

of their time listening to music and 



comparing systems to get the best 

possible results. They know the 

component combinations which don't gel 

together and, conversely, they know the 

combinations which give the best 

performance within a given price range. 

But they all also know the system must 

suit you. 

Buying or being sold to? 

Now there's a group of long-established 

specialist dealers who are totally 

committed to putting the customer first. 

Their idea of 'selling' is to discuss your 

requirements, offer their advice, give you 

the best options, then play the systems 

for you and allow you to be the judge. 

Listening to your choice of music in a 

peaceful, well organised demonstration 

room, you may be surprised and, almost 

certainly, relieved to discover how easy it 

is to hear the differences between 

components and between systems. You'll 

be able to make a clear and informed 

decision about what to buy. It comes 

down to trusting your own judgement 

rather than the opinion of a reviewer 

you've never met ... and who won't refund 

your money if you're not satisfied or be at 

the end of a phone to sort out any 

problem you might encounter. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops 

won't abandon you once you've put your 

hand in your pocket. They won't leave 

you to set up the system you've selected 

as best you can. They'll install it in your 

home, make sure it sounds great, and 
make sure you're entirely happy with the 

way it works. Why? Because a high 

proportion of these dealers' custom 

comes through people who have bought 

from them before, either directly or by 

recommendation. It's vital to them to get it 

right for you. 

Getting the best deal 
Oscar Wilde wrote " ... too many people 

today know the price of everything and 

the value of nothing." Specialist retailers 

know that not all potential purchasers will 
seek them out They tend to attract the 

more discerning, thoughtful customers. 

Let's face it, a good deal is about a great 

deal more than just price. After all, unless 

you've got money to burn, you'll be living 

with your new system for years. Most of 

these dealers offer much longer 

equipment guarantees than provided by 

the manufacturer, a very worthwhile 

benefit, but it also makes it in the dealer's 

interest to ensure high build quality and 

reliability. Maybe you could save a few 

pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll 

OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS 

LONDON Brighton THE POWERPLANT Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 40 Church Road, Hove 213-217 Tarring Road 

190a New North Road 01273 775542 01903 245577 

020 7226 5500 Kingston-upon-Thames 
SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS INFIDELIT Y 

MIDLANDS 

61/63 Webbs Road, Battersea 9 High Street Hampton Wick 
Banbury OVERTURE 

3 Church Lane 
020 7924 2043 020 8943 3530 01295 272158 

SOUTH 
Maiden Bradley, Wiltshire Birmingham SOUND 
FLAMING BOX ACADEMY Ashford, Kent 

SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
Perry Farm. 01985 845440 152a High Street, Bloxwich 

Rayleigh, Essex 01922 493499 40 High St 01233 624441 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI Coventry FRANK HARVE Y Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High St. 01268 779762 1 63 Spon Street 

216 Moulsham Street 

01245 265245 Ringwood, Hampshire 024 7652 5200 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI PHONOGRAPH Y Leicester C YMBIOSIS 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk 01206 Star Lane 01425 461230 6 Hotel St 0116 262 3754 

577682 Southend-on-Sea 
NORTH 

East Grinstead RAYLEIGH HI-FI Cheadle THE AUDIO WORKS 
AUDIO DESIGNS 132/4 London Road 14 Stockport Road 
26 High St 01342 314569 01702 435255 0161 428 7887 
Horsham AUDIO DESIGNS Southampton PHASE 3 HI-FI Oldham AUDIO COUNSEL 
7-9 Park Place 37 Bedford Place 12/14 Shaw Road 

01403 252255 023 8022 8434 0161 633 2602 

lose out on the overall package. 

As far as the dealers are 

concerned, maybe they believe 

that taking care of their 

customers properly is a nicer way 

of doing business than just 
handing over boxes. 

r7'.] Listed below are 20 of the 
L:::I best hi-fi shops in the 

country. They have been selected 

because they are known to do an 

excellent job in guiding 

customers towards hi-fi that will 

give them years of musical 

enjoyment and total satisfaction. 

STAR QUALITIES 

VALUE FOR MONEY 

***** 

SERVICE 

***** 

FACILITIES 

***** 

VERDICT 

Nottingham 

CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way 

0115 9584404 

Sheffield 

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 

184 Fitzwilliam St 

0114 275 6048 

Warrington 

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 

29 Gaskell Street 

01925 261212 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate 01904 627108 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow STEREO STEREO 

260 St. Vincent Street 

0141 248 4079 QUALITY 

4 
N. IRELAND 

Belfast LYRIC HI-FI 

429-431 Lisburn Road ASSURED 

028 90 381296 
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BUYER'S BIBLE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

® While loudspeakers are relatively 

straightforward in construction, they 

have one of the most difficu It jobs in 

hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 

acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 

drive units in a box that usually has a port 

in it to make life easier for the cone in your 

mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 

arrangement include panel speakers, which 

use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 

horns, which use drive units in complex 

cabinets that greatly improve efficiency. 

Box speakers are either designed to stand 

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 

(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 

greater internal volume which can translate 

into greater efficiency and/or bass 

extension, but less substantial designs also 

introduce cabinet resonance and thus 

distortion. But they don't need stands and 

therefore have the aesthetic edge. 

Stand mounts have less cabinet to vibrate 

and often score in terms of imaging and 

timing, but need good stands to work well. 

Positioning 
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 

greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 

rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 

placement and experimentation will yield 

the best results. Altering the angle at 

which the speakers face the listener can 

also make a difference to balance and 

stereo image. 

Going multichannel 
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 

with centre and surround channels from the 

same brand to create a multichannel 

system. The most important element is a 

centre channel, which needs to match the 

stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 

best musical results, surrounds should be as 

per the front left and right channels, but if 

space or funds don't permit, smaller designs 

can be used quite effectively 

Choosing speakers 
Because speakers and the rooms they are 

used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 

to be quite subjective. To find some that 

will suit you, try to listen to a good variety 

to hear how they differ, and if possible, 

audition some at home. Tonal balance 

tends to vary the most, but is less important 

than more subtle factors such as timing 

and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears 

not your eyes - great-looking speakers 

aren't necessarily great sounding. 

Spikes 
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 

threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 

coupling with the floor. These have the 

advantage of draining resonance from the 

speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 

result in more vibration getting back to the 

electronics and often cause the floor to 

resonate as well. 

POWER 
Though some speakers have a power rating, 

this isn't as informative as a rating for how 

difficult they are to drive, nor does it 

indicate wattage extremes for the 

partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 

cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 

ease of drive to indicate how much power 
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your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 

above-average (A+) speaker will work with 

amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 

(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 

below average (A-) speaker could require 

lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 

guidelines rather than rules. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power for 

the full story. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those designed to work close to 

the wall will be smoother in 

confined spaces. Speakers that 

have relatively dry, tight bass 

will also sound better. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 

designs are more likely to be 

able to fill a room better than 

compact models. 

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assuming that you're 

wanting to create a 

homogenous surround sound 

experience, where voices don't 

change when they move from 

one channel to another. 



A new dual-concentric main driver plus 

super-tweeter in a solid stand mount box 

results in a neutral yet expressive speaker 

at a very tempting price. 

PMC 
GBl £995 
An attractively compact floorstander with 

a beautifully articulate sound and 

remarkable freedom from boxiness. A great 

buy if you'vejust under a grand to spend. 

A hi-tech, three-way floorstander sporting 

a 'surround less' midrange driver. Delivers 

a thoroughly engaging sound with great 

bass and an expressive midrange. 

Our favourite B BESTBUY EDITORS CHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UPT0.£1.000 

B Acoustic Energy Aegis Eva 1 180 An unusually classy and sophisticated pertormer for the price; laid·back sound and good looks too 

@I ATC SCM12 999 Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 

@I AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and·all balance won't suit all 

0 B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 

@I B&W DM602 S3 300 Old·fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 

[iJ B&W DM603 S3 600 Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top mighl be more refined 

B B&W 705 900 Deft. delicate and delightlul, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 

B Castle Richmond 3i 320 Does most things well and the most important thing • musical communication · remarkably well for the price 

B Castle Conway 3 930 Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more 'air' 

0 Castle Harlech S2 1,000 Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good·looking too 

@] Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 

Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Brilliant neutrality, though a little understated dynamically (wood veneered version, as tested - £647) 

Dynaudio Audience 62 729 Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically - lightweight, but clean and dextrous 

Elac BS 203.2 599 A fine and finely made speaker - if you want good vocal projection and great grooves it's a serious contender 

0 Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 

Focal-JM Lab 
Micro Utopia Be £3,500 
The smallest model in the top-end Utopia 

Be range is a remarkable piece of speaker 

engineering, complete with beryllium 

tweeter and a highly revealing sound. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� 5 � � � � 0 
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19,36,24 A 30 226 

22,39,26 A- 55 253 

15,27,21 A- 65 260 

20,33,23 A 23 226 

24,49,29 A 25 234 

20,91,29 A· 25 231 

22,42,29 A 35 253 

17,33,23 A 60 260 

22,91,27 A+ 30 237 

20,96,33 A 50 219 

17,29,24 A 40 215 

20,33,26 A- 30 250 

20,86,26 A 30 231 

17,29,22 A- 45 262 

18,27,19 A- 60 241 

@] Focal·JMlab Chorus 707 S 350 The size and shape might be unfashionable, but this is an outstanding all-round pertormer at a very sharp price 24,49.30 A 25 251 

@] Focal·JMlab Chorus 716 S 550 Not the smoothest around, but combines coherent voicing with fine dynamic expression and real authority 22,95,30 A 20 250 

Focal·JMlab Chorus 726 S 780 Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice·band congestion 22,100,32 A+ 55 253 

@] Focal·JMlab Cobalt 816 S 999 Great all-rounder - lively and dynamic, smooth and neutral, marred only by a slight treble 'sting' 22,98,31 A- 25 242 

Harbeth NRG2 650 Strikingly styled stand·mount majors on dynamic excitement at some expense in smoothness and coloration 19x34x29 A+ 42 263 

Jama E 700 150 Superb staging and detail for the price, but needs a sub to deliver real bass 14,24,20 A· 60 260 

KEF 01 250 Stylish if slightly small·sounding stand-mount with fine midband coherence; works well close to a wall 22,35,30 A 30 234 

KEF 04 400 Beautiful, bijou three-way floorstander lacks some bass weight but has a lovely midband with low coloration 18,82,25 A 38 255 

Leema Xen 1,000 A true micro·mini-monitor with remarkable powers of analysis and great musical insight, if a touch forward 14,22,23 A· 50 245 

Mission m35 400 Very good material value - a big speaker with ample bass and a notably open yet also rather bright lop end 26,103,37 A 23 255 

Monitor Audio Bronze B2 200 A lively and entertaining speaker with tight, controlled bass and a pronounced midband 19,35,25 A 42 238 

@] Monitor Audio Bronze B4 350 A beautifully balanced loudspeaker with fine overall dynamic range and good imaging 19,85,26 A 23 255 

Monitor Audio Silver SS 800 A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 19,90,27 A 20 237 

@] Mordaunt·Short Avant 906 350 Capable and engaging, this neat design will complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 18,85,27 A 45 254 

Neat Petite Ill 845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,31,20 A 30 211 

PMC DB1+ 625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 16,29,24 A 50 261 

[] PMC TB2+ 795 This fine allrounder has a lovely laid-back neutrality, fine transparency, low coloration and a sweet treble 20,41,31 A 30 261 

JiJl'!'i HI SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth ol one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to dnve lhe 

loudspeaker ettectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in·built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper lhe bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 
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johann Sebastian wou(d have been very yroud. 

The Kontrapunkt series from Ortofon. Named as a sign of respect for possibly the 

greatest, and the last, of Johan Sebastian Bach's works - The XIXth Contrapunctus. 

From around £400 and available from most quality Hi-Fi stores. 
I 

Distributed by Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk I 

Classic One 

Thoroughbrsd Audio Products 

lnpol2 

tel: 01753 652 669 

info@ukd.co.uk 
www.ukd.co.uk 

'I 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� � � Stereo speakers c: I � � � � BADGE' PRODUCT COMMENTS 
0 
D 

0 
D 

0 

D 

0 
!ill 
D 
D 

D 
D 
D 

PMC GB1 

Quad 21L 

Quad 22L 

Rega Ela 

Spendor SR5 

Tannoy Fusion 4 

Tannoy Sensys DC1 

Tannoy Eyris 1 

Tannoy Sensys DC2 

Tannoy Eyris 2 

Triangle Antal ES 

995 

695 

895 

749 

1,000 

350 

449 

600 

649 

999 

975 

Acoustic Energy AE1 Mklll 1,690 

Acoustic Energy AE3 Mkll 4,490 

Anthony Gallo Nucleus Ref 2,400 

ATC Active 1 0 .!-1,269 

ATC SCM35 1,999 

ATC SCM50 ASL 7,255 

Audio Note AN-E/LX 2,650 

Aud1ovector Mi 3 Signature 2,320 

Aurum Cantus Leisure 3SE 1,200 

B&W 704 1,400 

B&W 703 2,000 

BC Acoustique ACT-A 1 1, 195 

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 

Dali Helicon 300 1,980 

Dynaudio Audience 82 1,460 

Dynaudio Contour S 14 1,850 

Eclipse TD Lulet 307/316 1,250 

Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,500 

Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7,599 

--·+-

Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16,92,24 e A+ 30 

21,80,26 1 ! A+ 25 

21,87,28 e A 1 25 

23,89,30 ] e A 28 

31,31,18 A+ 50 

• 257 

Elegant lacquer finish floorstander has a smooth, well balanced sound, even bass and good detail projection 

Lovely lacquer finish over birds-eye maple veneer, with a sound that's more open and forward than usual 

Might have more grunt, but few can match its impressive agility, delicacy, and superior musical communication 

This wall-mount very cleverly avoids the usual colorations, delivering a very dynamic if rather dry sound 

• 263 

• ,__ r 257 

t. 250 
+--

• 240 

This big d'Appolito twin two-way has fine coherence and dynamics. A neutral and even all-rounder 21,97,29 • A 20 • 255 

Modest sensitivity but beautifully balanced with fine authority at a very realistic price 
--; 

21,41,29 A 40 • 245 
+-- l-

Pricey but very cute standmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 17, 35, 26 A+ 

Has impressive scale and weight with fine stereo imaging, but is also rather laid back, lacking easy agility 21,97,29 • A 20 • 
This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble -L 17,91,26 • A 20 • 

Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of scale and expression 20, 108,34 • A 20 

Luxury miniature has a laid-back but bouncy sound, a marvellous dynamic range and very superior imaging -- --
A beautifully neutral speaker with very wide dynamic range and superior imaging, plus lovely Art Deco styling 

19,31,25 A- 30 • 
19,99,29 e A 20 e 

Occasionally raw, but engaging and capable beyond its physical stature 

Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 

20,89,41 

23,39,31 

e A 34 e 

act 45 • r 
If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record collection in all its glory, this is a speaker to treasure 

350W of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 

Though not very pretty, this is a thoroughly entertaining speaker with great dynamic subtlety and integrity 

Smooth and beautifully balanced with superb neutrality, wide dynamic range and a warm, sweet character 

23,88,30 e A- 48 e 
r 

35,72,48 act 38 • 
36, 79,27 • A+ 22 

20,100,29 e A- 24 e I 
Fabulous lacquer finish and a classy ribbon tweeter. Sounds smooth and sweet, if a touch laid back 

J 
25,40,30 

Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 

� 

A 28 e 
1 

A 20 e 

Bass is immensely powertul and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23, 101,36 

Exceptional focus, dynamic coherence and expression through the voice band, but bass could be more even 

Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 

Lively and essentially sweet sound is beautifully free from boxiness, if a little lean and forward overall 

21,90,33 

34,130,75 

l 21,44,36 

• A-

• A+ 

• A+ 

20 • 

25 • 

80 

A 24 • 

• 227 
__, 
250 

231 

• I 253 

251 

251 

I 257 

I 221 

250 

218 

• 256 

I 250 

263 

257 

260 

257 

• 244 

260 

Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential 22, 106,36 • A 30 • 229 
T t---l 

Sound has fine mid-to-treble coherence and neutrality, though port tuning was ill-suited to our room 19,40,36 A- 28 • 260 

Extraordinary satellite plus sub solution sounds a cut above other sub/sats. Can be expanded to multichannel 12, 16, 16 act 40 • 24 7 

New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 A 50 • 245 

Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25, 110,53 • A+ 30 • 255 

Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 37,121,53 • A- 20 e 248 

233 1 
263 

Harbeth Super HL5 1,699 Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 33,64,31 A 30 e 

KEF Reference 207 7,000 

Living Voice Auditorium 1, 700 

Living Voice Avatar 2,700 

Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 4,000 

MartinLogan Mosaic 1, 799 

A true statement speaker with a majestic, transparent sound to match the build 

Gloriously coherent and dynamic midband, though the top end is restrained and bass was uneven in our room - - -- ---4 
Dynamic and highly resolved, yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 

40, 129,69 A 40 • 
22,86,28 e A- 30 • 

22, 104,27 A+ 40 

Has Dynami�s. tonal colour, detail, space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers requ� extra ea� +--22, 100,27 • A+ 35 • 

Curious hybrid construction rnames many panel speaker-like attributes with moving coil simplicity 24, 102,30 • A- 46 • 
--+ 

[j] MartinLogan Clarity 2,498 Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 26,135,31 A- 46 • 

l 247 

218 

244 

257 

245 
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INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. licensed Credit Broker. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30 
www.musicmatters.co.uk 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 

BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL. 

TEL: 0121·429 2811FAX:0121-434 3298 

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 

WEST MIDLANDS 892 BJL 
TEL: Ot21·742 0254 FAX: 0121·742 0248 

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 

WEST MIDLANDS DY81AB 

TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 

10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 

WEST MIDLANDS 873 STD 

TEL: 0121 354 2311 FAX: 0121 354 1933 

344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 

MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 

TEL: 020 8420 1925 FAX: 020 8420 1928 
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Our favourite o BESTBUI' @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� 5 � � 0 

Stereo speakers � Ol 0 � 0 � 0 ;:: ?l BADGE?! PRODUCT COMMENTS _;;; gJ � I £> ----+ +-D ' Mission Elegante e83 1,990 

Nairn Ariva 1,275 

@ Nairn SL-2 4,995 ----
@ Neat Ultimatum MFS 2,995 

@ Neat Ultimatum MF9 8,500 

Uncommonly clean, agile and refined floorstander, and as elegant as the name 33,111,36 • A- 44 • 
Cute and discreet ftoorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter • 259 23,88,31 • A 25 

Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package • 232 28,103,33 • A- 20 

Wondertul five-driver standmount sounds bigger than it looks. Very spacious and informative • 241 22,38,37 A+ 25 

• A- 20 
--t--

22,150,40 Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and fine open neutrality • 226 

Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 1 20, 100,30 • A 20 • 260 GJ i PMC FB1+ 

I PMC OB1 

@ � PMC IB2 

@ ProAc Response D25 

D 

�--�------------------------------!--
20,103,33

. 
e-+---+---lA

· 
20· -.4i-+-� Genuinely deep bass and lovely overall neutrality, though mid could have more tension and bass more punch 243 

1,625 

2,450 

6,150 Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power i 33,74,47 A- 25 • 

--t-- --i--
Th_e_

t _ra
_
d
_
itional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,107,25 • A+ 20 • I 

237 

Rega R9 laid back but very informative pertormer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17, 103,39 e A 20 e r 
0 Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 e '-f.. �er 
§f i$;nus Faber Cremona A. -+ 2�1 49 Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 19,35,32 A 48 • 

254 

256 

259 

246 

257 
-+---- ..----- -+-

Spendor S6e 1,495 Combines deep, powertul bass with an attractively open midband, but perhaps too much restraint up top 30,88, 19 • A+ 23 • 
---+-----------+---+-------------- -·--

. Spendor S9e 

@ I Tannoy Dimension TD8 

@ Tannoy Dimension TD10 

2,895 

4,000 --
5,000 

An improvement on the original S9 - very entertaining at high levels with a fabulously open and weighty bass 

This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 

Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for ---+---------+---+------@ Tannoy Dimension TD12 6,500 Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality - a tour de force 

@ Tannoy Yorkminster 9,000 

D Totem Forest 2,390 

24,101,38 e A+ 40 e 256 

31,86,30 e A- 25 e 240 

35,101,37 e A- 38 e 215 

42,126,41 e A- 2� � 
62, 102,45 e A+ 20 e 255 

_.!riangle Naia 1,900 

Deliciously delicate and expressive at low listening levels, it still has massive headroom when your in the mood 

Low sensitivity but wonderfully open neutrality, at heart a beautifully communicative and musical loudspeaker 

Exciting, vivid and communicative, but also a bit untidy and uneven, the Naia is a whole lot of fun 

20,90,27 • 1 A 25 � 23,119,32 e A- 25 e 247 
- --+ @ Triangle Magellan Concerto 9,995 Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 28,149,34 e A 35 e 262 

�ndersteen 2Ce Signature 1,990 --
@ Vivid Audio B1 6,590 

Very superior midband neutrality, impressive freedom from boxiness and splendid stereophony. A classic 

Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 

-1- 41,109,26 e A- 30 e 229 

27,110,38 e A- 40 e 261 �--+----------+----+----
@ Watertall Victoria TWN 2,000 

@ Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 

@ Wilson benesch Discovery 5,500 

Stunning transparent glass enclosure and a sonic treat too, with great dynamic expression - - -- -
Much (but not all) of the ACT's pertormance in a much more compact and affordable package 

Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 
+--

22, 100,22 e A 28 e 262 

23, 91, 37 e A 28 e 254 ---' 
23,47,38 e A- 45 e 212 

� - --j @ Wilson Benesch ACT i-- 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness' Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,37 e A 20 e 252 1 
234 [!0 Wilson Benesch Chimera 15,000 Elegant with lovely sonic delicacy and plenty of weight too. Works best at low levels, but a difficult load to drive 24, 145,55 e A- 20 e 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound ® Multichannel speaker systems have a 

front left/right (LIR) stereo pair, a 

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) 
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 

subwoofer. For best results, each of these 

speakers bar the sub should be identical. 

The problem is that few surround systems 

are dedicated to music and perform a home 

cinematic role as well, meaning the centre 

speaker has to sit above or below a video 

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide 

and short for this reason. 

This should not be a barrier to great 

surround for music and movies however, as 

many brands make centre channels with a 

very close sound to their L/R designs. 

Music vs movies 
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 

recordings tend to be mastered with 

SET-UP 
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 

with as much care as you would stereo systems, 

but practical issues tend to have a significant 

bearing on surround and centre speaker 

placement Surround channels can be 

floorstanding or wall mounted, and centres 

usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 

it Given these limitations, adjust your V R front 

102 HI-FI CHOICE I march 2005 

speakers to give the best tonal match with the 

centre_ If there's more than just you listening, 

'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 

front of the listening position -this gives a 

wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 

it should be placed near the front speakers. Use 

a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 

among others) to accurately set levels. 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 

position which is as far behind the listener 

as the front channels are in front 5.1 movie 

soundtracks tend to place surround 

channels not so far behind and to the side 

of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 

will dictate a limited range of placement 

options, but if you are a dedicated music 

fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 

the booklet supplied with SACD discs. 

SUBWOOFERS 
Subs start working where stereo speakers 

run out of steam at low frequencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 

bass rather than more of it. They usually 

have onboard amplification (active) and 

connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 

Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up. 



Hl·FICHDICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

B&W KEF ATC Linn 
600 S3 package £900 Q AV? £1,300 Concept 3 £4,877 Akurate package £13,750 
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 

centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 

multichannel surround modes. 

With the latest Uni-Q refinements, this 

system is astonishingly accomplished and 

amazing value. 

It might not look as flashy as some, but the 

quality of engineering in this ATC package 

ensures superb all-round performance. 

Linn has worked wonders with its new 

multichannel speaker system - it's not 

cheap, but its performance is breathtaking. 

Our favourite G BESTBLN , rnrroR·scHOICE 

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES 
Multichannel speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

ATC Concept 3 

B&W 300 package 

D B&W 600 S3 (6021601 /LCR 600) 

Castle CAV Sterling 

Dynaudio Audience 42 package 

Final Sound Electrostatic system 

Focal-JMlab Electra package 

KEF Q AV? 

Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221) 

Mirage Omni 2 

D Mission m5 package 

Mordaunt-Short Genie 

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 

Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 

4,877 

900 

900 

1,250 

1,142 

4,875 

3,017 

1,300 

13,750 

2,650 

1,450 

800 

1,600 

938 

COMMENTS 

Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment 

An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) 

Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures 

Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard 

Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound 

Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency 

Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer 

With latest Uni-0 refinements, this system is astonishingly accomplished and amazing value 

An extremely capable system that otters new insights into the potential for multichannel audio 

Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice 

Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans 

A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models 

Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected 

Classy real wood package does a good all-round job, though some may find it a touch bright 

IM jifi :i:I I EASE OF DRIVE How much power lhe amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker ettectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus. 

NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers 1n the package BASS FROM How low lhe speaker goes, lhe smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACEThe speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work besl when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 

Our favourite o BESTBlN [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

SUBWOOFERS 
Bass speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

B&W PV1 

[ill B&W ASW850 

Monitor Audio ASW100 

D REL 0150E 

D REL Stampede 

D REL Strata 5 

REL Storm Ill 

[ill REL Stadium Ill 

Titan Saturn 

950 

2,000 

300 

500 

550 

700 

900 

1,500 

800 

COMMENTS 

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 

Great value compact 'cube' sub adds genuine weight and drive thanks to superior filtering 

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV 

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 

Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 

11 l Bit:! fl SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the on board amplifier of active models delivers. 

BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass 

SPECIFICATIONS 

e 
s: 

� 
1!l 

� p 

2 'ii 0 

<g � 
jJ fi1 

'ii R1 8 § 
� � 

s: 

� � "' 1!l "" 

A- 6 12 opt 255 

A 6 27 241 

A 5 22 224 

A 5 28 224 

A- 5 53 241 

A- 6 20 251 

A 5 50 232 

A+ 5 35 232 

A- 6 18 253 

A 5 30 232 

A 6 28 241 

A- 6 38 262 

A 5 25 210 

A 5 25 210 

9Q#Hli!ff·li!11rn 

� � � 
�� ;g � 
Cl � s: § 
.;; � $ 1!l 

29,34,35 500 20 259 

53,56,52 1000 18 246 

32,32,34 120 27 225 

29,32,33 150 20 239 

28,40,29 100 18 257 

32,46,33 150 18 257 

42,62,33 150 18 225 

59,56,39 200 16 217 

72,48,72 200 20 239 
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AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 AUDIO AC POWER CORD 

GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE 

TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a considerable quantity 

of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder.is extruded around the 

copper conductors. GNLM cables are further protected with a foil shield 

and a drain wire, specifically manufactured for High End audio use. 

GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5) 
£48 for 1.0m, £58 for 1.5m, 
£68 for 2.0m. 

GNLM 05/04 
£58for1.0m, £72for1.5m, 

NEW for 2004 CSM Analog, Digital and Video Interconnects, 
with extruded ferrite - RCA or XLR, £75 for 1 m pair. 

£86 for 2.0m. Both GNLM cables 
are available off the reel and for 
export 

Power cables are fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough plug 

Cable is also available with our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution blocks. 

We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost option. 

Refer to our web site for details. 

AUDUSA - OOM Silverlink OCC balanced speaker cable 
stranded, silver on OFHC plus three strands of OCC for improved bass perfor

mance. Mylar infill and with designed in protection against RF and EMI. 

LAT INTERNATIONAL Inc USA - Analogue, Digital and Video inter

connects and Speaker cable better than most at double the price. 

We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with 

an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the 

garbage that contaminates your components. The difference 

you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes 

advantage of silver in its design through use of our propri

etary Silverfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge 

and with PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as stan

dard with IEC I MK Toughplug .. 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m 

£88, 1.Sm £101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available 

and.off the reel. 4, 6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution 

blocks fitted with UK, Schuko or USA sockets.GE tested & 

approved mains distribution units manufactured of heavy 

gauge steel, finished in black and fitted with highest quality 

13amp sockets. It has no filters, circuit breakers, surge pro

tection, transformers, resistors, capacitors, LED's, on/off 

switches, chokes, regulators, just fitted with 1m of AC-2 

mains cable.From £166 for 4 way, £198, 6 way, £229 for 8 

way. Interconnects IC-200, IC-100, ICSO, ICSO, Video Vi-6, 

Vl-6 Component, Digital -Dl-20, Speaker SSSOO and SS1000 

compare with products 
costing ten times as 
much, then decide 

Bosendorfer, One to One, Acoustic Active 

Principle, l ike no other loudspeaker in the 

world. Models 1, 2, 7, Wall and Centre -

finis hes inc lude piano bl ack , hand 

matc hed veneers, wh ite and with 

Swaro vsk i Crystals 

WWW.AUDUSA.COM 

Small Royal, 60cm aluminium platter,topped 
with a 6mm acrylic platter and leather mat. 
Nylon thread belt - weight 25kg, rrp £1280 
without tone-arm 

S/5000e, 
2 x 250w 
power 
amp 

7-
.. Stasis 

pre amp 

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com 



HEADPHONES 
For your ears only 

® Headphones come in several varieties and 

some are designed for particular usage. The 

majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and coil

type drive units and can be used with anything from 

a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Other 

types also exist, most significantly electrostatics that 

use a charged panel membrane to produce a 

distinctly refined sound. These are supplied with 

their own dedicated amplifiers, which tends to 

increase the price. 

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 

closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or 

noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 

leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have 

a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are also 

three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose 

the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on 

Our favourite � BEST BUY [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are 

particularly popular with personal stereo users. 

Getting the best from your cans 
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as 

straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging 

them into the output on your CD player or amp will 

not give particularly engaging results unless you are 

very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening, 

invest in a dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics 

is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of models are 

made and prices start at around £80 for a QED, a 

little more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 

Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up the 

valve-powered Earmax. 

HEADPHONES SPECIACATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
BADGE? PROOUCT 

D AKG K44 20 

D AKG K270 Studio 129 

[ill AKG K1000 600 

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 105 

D Beyerdynamic DT990 160 

[] Grado SR-60 90 

D Grado SR-80 110 

D Philips HP890 70 

@] Sennheiser HD590 160 

[ill Sennheiser HD650 300 

Sony MDR-CD480 40 

[ill Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II 349 

COMMENTS 

Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 

Pro oriented design which 1s very transparent and great with acoustic material 

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal 

Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 

Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise 

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

Assured and confident headphone with very low coloration and great comfort 

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 

Generally neutral and nicely detailed - comfortable too 

Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 

I 
§ 

190 

270 

270 

250 

250 

200 

• 200 

330 

270 

260 

250 

295 

Jl l j ifi :I 'I I ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead ol more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc. 

HFC ·sest Buy· 

HFC "Product of the Year' 

Call us to listen. 

tel: 01480 457300 

www.avidhifi.co.uk 
Contact us for your nearest dealer 

219 

230 

244 

194 

245 

194 

230 

219 

205 

252 

219 

205 
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Antnony Gallo aoesn't maKe orainary speaKers ... 
Instead he designs beautifully different loudspeakers. 

He doesn't build conventional 'boxy' rectangular speakers 

either, preferring to design his creations around spheres -

thus eliminating internal resonance and external diffraction, 

the two main causes of loudspeaker distortion 

Quite simply - Rnthony Gallo produces the world's finest 

'small' speaker systems, 

HO HERR RNTHON� GRLLO LOUOSPERKERS RNO FINO �OUR NEAREST OERLER CRLL 0810 350 13�8 OR ViSJT JJJJJJ.RNTHON%RLLO.CO.UK 

••·ANTHONY GALLO 
A C O U S TIC S 

t . 0870 350 1 3 4 8 

r . enquiries@anthonygallo.co uk 

Gallo loudspeakers are available in a variety of colours and 

fi,1ishes to complement any room, from striking polished 

stainless steel to vibrant canary yellow 

Above all, Rnthony Gallo speakers bring exceptional, 

expansive sound to living spaces large and small. 

Whether your interest is  Stereo, Home Cinema or Multi 

Room use, why not visit an approved Anthony Gallo dealer 

and discover why block speaker boxes ore yesterday's news. 

With a ten inch long throw bass woofer, twin four inch carbon fibre midrange drivers and our highly 

acclaimed CDT'"' tweeter. the new Reference 3 from Anthony Gallo Acoustics is anything but conventional. 

To locate your nearest Gallo specialist call 0870 350 1348 or visi t www.anthonygallo.co.uk 

Nucleus Micro: A 4" diameter, all metal sphere, available in a choice of nine colours and finishes 

Capable of producing a quality and quantity of sound that defies its modest physical dimensions 

To locate your nearest Gallo specialist call 0870 350 1348 o r  visit www.anthonygallo.co.uk 

•
·

ANTHONY GALLO 
A C O U STIC S 

Vis u al A u d i o 

•
·

ANTHONY GALLO 
A C O U STIC S 

Vis u al A u d i o 



CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together ® Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 

interconnects and speaker cables. 

Analogue interconnects come in 

preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 

plugs attached, though some equipment uses 

XLR connectors for balanced connection -this 

can be sonically advantageous, especially over 

longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 

the metre and can be used without plugs or can 

be fitted with screw or solder-on types. 

Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 

components interact with the cables you use and 

this often results in audible effects, but there are 

few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 

with any components, and we recommend the 

advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 

look to spend as much as you can afford. 

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 

and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 

sound better than optical, given the choice, but 

optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 

(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 

Toslink connectors, while most electrical types 

use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 

connection instead -check your components 

before you buy. 

Our favourite ID BEST BUY [ill EDrToR·s �OICE 

CABLES 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
BADGE?PROoucr - --£ I COMMENTS 

---------

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS 

D 

Avid Black Reference SCT 700 I Rich, slightly dark sound that is beguiling and highly informative 
---- r Black Rhodium Illusion 77 '-An upfront, lively, exciting cable which still manages_:>ubtlety when needed. Slight _c::iloration th�gh 

I Black Rhodium Opera 297 Very open, clear and detailed sound, with excellent extension at frequency extremes 
1 Chord Company Signature 499 I Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable 

Chord Company Chorus 
Ecosse The Composer 

200 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass 
30 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 

100 Very good periormance in all areas, with particularty fine, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• • 
• 
• • 

• 

' I 

+ + •; 

256 
248 
260 
255 
259 

+ -+-+--+---
• : 211 
• I 224 Ecosse The Diva 

Kimber Silver Streak 
Kimber Timbre 

242 Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues • 1 • 241 
-

------------+-+--+-+--+-..----; D 
---+ 

83 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed 
D Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 � lively and enjoyable sou� _ 

Townshend DCT100 
Townshend lsolda OCT 

van den Hui 01 02 Mk Ill 
Wireworld Solstice 5 

11 11f.I• • I 

Kimber Select KS2020 

100 Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional hint of hardness 

629 Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any DAG, justifying the price 

• ! • ' 248 
• i - ! --��24_ 

241 I 1 • • 
I• • 234 

I e e E 260 
� ClEDOunex P75 
� ----toEilounex SR75 

25 ill superbly;;apable interconnect thAf's highly detailed a�d well balanced 
--+- +- --- -------r-- e-+-+-E+-2- 07--1 

50 Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 
@ Supra ZAC ---1- 32 
@ van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 

'•W. :11:1. .. • '  

--+!ack Rhodium S300 _ ---1--18 
1 Chord Company Signature 1 117 

High grade fibre and quality plugs add up to a noticeable improvement over giveaway optical leads 
Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 

Tight, precise and extended bass makes this a great cable for rock 'n' roll 
1-- - - -- -

Dynamic, solid sounding cable, but it's bulky and not very tractable 

•I • E 234 
0 259 

--+-- --

• • 

•, . 

0 234 

241 
1- --

255 
Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 

-+---[ill Electrofluidics 20/20 45 
Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 
Excellent bass extension and very fine periormance elsewhere - one of the best all-round cables available 

--•L• 
• • ; 227 

241 
@ Kimber 4PR 5 
E] Kim -be-r -8V- S-----+-- 18 

-r--- ----Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 
Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board. Price for 1 m terminated pair 

r---- --- - - - --- --- --
Kimber 8PR 21 Bass very full, just occasionally a touch flabby, but detailed and sweet upper frequencies make this a good value cable 

--. +--- --- ---
-1 Kimber 8TC 39 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 

OED Silver Anniversary I 5 I A few minor flaws, but overall periormance is very assured for this price 

• 

• 
•, 
• 

-+-
I. 192 
• i 1�27 
• - --1 241 
• 203 

19 I 192 ; 
OED X-Tube XT-30_ 0__ 10� 1 and �II controlled s��nding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 
Townshend lsolda OCT 1 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added_ : _g- re-at_s_o-un_d_a- 11-- ro- u- nd----- -+-

• t- . -··t·i 234 
• • I 

i I 241 
@ 
� 

Wireworld Terra 5 5 I Deep poweriul bass, clear treble and very s�d imaging add up to above-class periormance ----
Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight 

=-!---------� Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 Full-bodied and precise sound across the board - an excellent periormer in bi-wire or single-wire mode ------
liJ!!f.'l:ii'I STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 

COPPER Material used to lorm the conducting element ol the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E- electrical, 0- optical. 

Cables are one metre length unless othervvise stated. 

- --+---• • 
+ 

• • 
• • 

I 

261 
249 I 

I 252 __J 

march 2005 I HI-FI CHOICE 107 



Do vou want to choose t,J,OIJT hifi or home cinema svstem, in a comfortable 
and relaxing environ�t.. :1 
Do vou wonl:'friendlt,1 stf!fJ lmportial advice (and a cup of tea) ... ? 
Do VOCI wont to t?uv t,J(JUr system based on what vou hear, and see, and not 
what somef)pdt,1 1!81/s vou ... ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD ••• ? 
....... or Addlestone, Aldershot. Ashford(Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bookham, 

Bramlev. Camberley, Chertsev. Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham.Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Darking. Epsom, 
Esher. Farnborough, Farnham. Fleet. Frimley. Godalming. Hartley Wintney. Hampton. Haslemere. Hook, 
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Liss, Molesey (East&West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, 
Reading. Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water. Walton-on-Thames. West Byfleet. 
Weybridge, Windsor, Woking. Wokingham, Yatele�. • 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major hifi brands: 
Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMJ). Ash Design, Atocamo, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&W. Chord Company. 
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, �Ible, Genelec. Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Harman Kardon, Infinity, lso Tek, 
KEF (including Reference.)-, (JM Products(incfuding Knekt), MJ Acoustics, Meridian. Michell, Mirage, 
Mission, Musical Fidelitq.J..NAO' Naim, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project, Pure, QED(includ
ing Systemline), Quad, �uadraspire, REL, Ratel, Sennheisef, Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, 
Tag Mclaren, W a fedale. Yamaha. 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the follow n9 major Home Cinema products: 
..DVD players: Arcam & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Hortnan Karcfon, Meridian, Ratel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 
Processors: Arcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren. 
Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus, Denon, Harrrmn Kardon, Lexicon, Naim, Ratel, Tag Mclaren, 
Yamaha. 

Display devices: PI ma screens from Loewe, Panasonic, Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: Loewe. 
Projectors: Barco(CRT/DLP), Sim (DLP), Yamaha(DLP/LCD) Screens: Stewart/Draper/Vutec , 
Video Processing: Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, Lumagen, Tag. Control systems: Crestron, Lutron lighting. 
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibration. 

Nobody e se in the area offers yoti o "One Stop Solution11 to all of vour home entertainment 
requirements, as we are also Custpm Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we can 
survey, design, install, co mission, and maintain full Sound and Audio-Visual distribution. and automat-
ed lighting around your home. ' 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else. ' 
We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install. 
We are a Mountalnsnow dealer. and members of BADA, so you can trust us to look after your every need. 

Guildford's onlv RfRL Hili otfd Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Mondov to Soturdov (later bv appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Su"ev GU1 4R'I (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801and01483 304756 

www.pjhili.co.uh email:inlo@pjhili.co.uh. 
II • I h •t:• f: t: I f,, II 
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Sf ANOS AND SURRORiliS BUYER'S BIBLE 
STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipment racks and speaker stands ® If you want to get the most from your source and amp components, 

it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated 

equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold 

hi·fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound 

Our favourite a sESTBUY [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne 

vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a 

pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'stand mount' speakers, it's important to place 

them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands. 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECIFICATIONS 

Equipment supports 
BADGE' PRODUCT 

Aavik Furniture A4 

Alphason A5-G 

Atacama Equinox 

G Audiophile Base 

Avid lsoschelf 

� Clealiight Audio Aspekt 

COMMENTS 

350 Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 

399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 

280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 

615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade 

1, 100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 

600 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value 

Custom Design Aspect 650 270 Smart looks and practical thanks to ad1ustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 

!ill Custom Design Icon 400 599 Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 

� Custom Design Concept 400 700 Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 

!El Nairn Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 

lsoblue 'The Stand' 460 Attractive modular design that's as easy on the ear as on the eye 

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 

B Sound Organisation Z560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves tooi Well balanced and under 200 quidl 

Townshefld &ismic Stand 2/5 1, 100 Multi-shelf air-suspension support which isolates like few others. Recommended 

Our favourite o BEST BUY EDITOR'S CHOICE 
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47 4 MDF 193 

66,46 5 Glass 247 

50,50 4 Glass 217 

43 4 MDF 193 

48 MDF 193 

53.5,45 4 MDF 217 

46 4 Glass 206 

57, 41 Glass 263 

48,40 4 Metal 247 

45,34 Glass 232 

48,40 4 MDF 247 

49,39.5 4 MDF 217 

54,49 4 Torlyte 240 

50,40 5 Glass 217 

58, 45 MDF 24 

SPEAKER STANDS SPECIFICATIONS 

Speaker stands 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Atacama Nexus 6 60 

Custom Design RS 300 Mkll 100 

hne Cableway 395 

8 Kudos S50 159 

Partington Ansa 60 90 

D Partington Dreadnought 100 

Sound Organisation Z522 95 

Townshend Seismic Sink 499 

COMMENTS 

An excellent all-round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 

A solid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 

Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 

Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 

Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 

Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 
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60,50 

61,56,51 

63 

61 

62 

61 

60 

U:•l'llJ,\ll:1l'i'llHi t'l'illf·t:!u HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-t09ether construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of. 
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14.5,18 

16.5,18 

17,20 

15, 20 

18,15 

17,15 

16 

38,48 

J1'1 t:ll;f.jl l:l•h'l'illf·t:!JI HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates. 

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-t09ether construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. 
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220 

220 

4 232 

220 

4 220 

0 202 

-1::)� �� SAVE UP TO 50% ON EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS 
�e. r � SOME AS NEW (MARKED") WITH 2 YR WARRANTY 24HR DEL ONLY £5 CHECK STOCK BEFORE ORDER 

- CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321- 248LeeH1gh Road,London,SE135PL 

S 0 U N D • S Y S T E M S Please call for details on deferred 0% APR for purchases of more than £660. S/H = Pre-Owned unit. E&OE 

Arcam DV89* DVD-A Player New (2Yr G/tee) ...... (1299.00) 

Arcarn DV27A FMJ DVD Player (2Yr G/tee) . .(1899.00) 

Arcarn CD62T CD Player S/H Blk (1 Yr G/tee) .(369.00) 

Arcarn CD82T CD Player - New (2Yr G/tee) . .(599.00) 

Audiolab 8000A Amplifier (1Yr G/tee) ............. (5 00.00) 

AVI Pro 9 Plus Speakers - Cherry (2Yr G/tee) ....... (799.00) 

Denon AVR 2803 AV Amplifier (1Yr G/tee) .(649.00) 

Linn Majik Phono Amplifier S/H (1Yr G/tee) ......... (945.00) 

Linn KoleKtor Preamplifier S/H (1Yr G/tee) . . . .(575.00) 

Linn Movie Classik DVD/CD System S/H (1Yr G/tee) .(1995.00) 

Linn Kairn Pro Line Preamp S/H (1 Yr G/tee) ....... (14 00.00) 

Linn Klout Power Amplifier S/H (1Yr/Gtee) .(16 00.00) 

Linn Trikan Centre Spkr - maple (2Yr G/tee) ........ (549.00) 

Linn Ekwall Centre - maple (2Yr G/tee) ........... (795.00) 

Linn Espek Speakers - maple (2Yr G/tee) .... (28 00.00) 

£619.00 

£1195.00 

£209.00 

£449.00 

£195.00 

£569.00 

£399.00 

£625.00 

£345.00 

£1295.00 

£599_00 

£895.00 

£299.00 

£559.00 

£1985.00 

Linn Keltik Spkrs - Wal inc Aktive Cards (2Yr G/tee) .. (6 000.00) 

Nairn CDS2/XPS Player & P/Supply S/H (1Yr G/tee) .. (6265.00) 

Nairn CD5 CD Player (1 Yr G/tee) ............... (115 0.00) 

Nairn NAC 112/150 Pre-Power S/H (1Yr G/tee) .... (1455.00) 

Nairn NAC 102 Preamp S/H (1 Yr G/tee) . . .. (121 0.00) 

Nairn NAP 180 Power Amp S/H - (1Yr G/tee) ... (1225.00) 

Nairn Hi-Cap 2* P/S - old casework (2Yr G/tee) .. (93 0.00) 

Nairn XPS2* Power Supply .......... (2369.00) 

Nairn Supercap* Power Supply ... (2775.00) 

Nairn NBL Speakers - Beech (2Yr G/tee) ....... (77 00.00) 

Pioneer DVD656S Multiplayer (1Yr G/tee) ....... (349.00) 

Pioneer DVR3100* DVD Recorder/Player (1 Yr/Gtee)(349.00) 

PMC DB1 Speakers - Cherry (2Yr G/tee) ....... (555.00) 

PMC TB2 Speakers - Cherry S/H (1 Yr G/tee) .... (695.00) 

Vibe Zeta SubWoofer (2Yr G/tee) . . . . . . . . . . . .(6 00.00) 

£2195.00 

.£2995.00 

£795.00 

£985.00 

£695.00 

£795.00 

£639.00 

£1775.00 

£2065.00 

£3795.00 

£219.00 

£219.00 

£399.00 

£459.00 

£469.00 
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We're in a courtyard off the high street, but there is parking. 

Constant deliveries of new models tend to clutter up our main showroom and our staff are often too 
busy demonstrating equipment in one of our many demo rooms to get the feather dusters out. 

Maybe the reason so many audiophiles find their way 

to New Malden is that it's the one place where they 

can be assured of experiencing the very best in hi-fi 

and home cinema demonstrated by staff who share 

their enthusiasm for high quality. 

So if you don't want to go to the ends of the earth to 

find the right product and you don't want to pay the 

earth, maybe you should take a trip to New Malden in 

Surrey. It could make a world of difference. 

You'll find us tucked away """•wM•LoEN 

off the High Street, tt wA1TROSE 

.._I __ .___ _ _JI L opposite Waitrose in New 

Malden, Surrey. 

There you'll find all the 

brands below and more. 

HIGH STREET NEW 

UNI LET 

MALDEN 

For a copy of our latest 
price list please call: 

020 8942 9567 

or check us out 
on the web: 
www.unilet.net 

Unilet Sound and Vision Ltd. 
35 High Street, 
New Malden, 
Surrey KT3 4BY 
Fax: 020 8336 0820 

� 
HADA •'�' "" .. L -: . • 

the symbol of securi t y The Hidden Hi-Fi Store 
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GLOSSARY 
TECHNICAL TERMS 

S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels, typically front leh and right, 

centre, surround leh and right, and LFE 

(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - hence 'low bass' refers to 

the bottom octave (20-40Hz); 'mid-bass' 

the middle octave (40·80Hz); and 'upper 

bass' the top octave (80-160Hz). 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp) 

Loudspeakers equipped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate (matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver. 

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri·wire) 

Loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each driver can be driven by 

separate cable runs between the amp 

and each driver. 

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised. 

CO-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

amplifying stage or device in which 

current always ftows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time. 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion while Class B 

tends to generate less heat. 

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a wan 

and Class B thereaher. 

CLIPPING An amplifier's output 

waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

available to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point. 

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 

used to generate a timing reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc. 

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 

network which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power amplifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 

various drive units. 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in the band 

217.5 - 230MHz. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming 

DAC or Digital·to-AnalO<Jue Convener. 

The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform. 

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels, eg 7 .1 EX 

where side and rear channels are used. 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 

to DD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix. 

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD (dired stream digital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over 1 OOkHz and a dynamic 

range over 120dB, it has over four times 

the data capacity of CD. 

DSP or Digital Signal Processor Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams. In 5.1 processors it 

separates the left from right and front 

from rear while managing the various bass 

options. 

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital with a reduced 41 

compression ratio that, ostensibly, 

promises higher quality. 

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connection that uses an electrical cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

('AEl/ESU') intenace. 

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probably have rather more to 

do with the 'personality' of CD player 

sound than most other factors. 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce. 

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electncal load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

which is driving it 

JITTER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by the clock, used to 

regulate the conversion of data into 

analogue audio, being imprecise. 

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the 

bener the quality. 

LINE LEVEL Pradically every modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

1 ·2V. referred to as 'line level' It follows 

that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable. 

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

(density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal. 

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a psycho· 

acoustical model that predicts what is. and 

what is not, 'audible' within a sequence of 

music. 

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

160Hz up to JkHz. 

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc. 

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance (below 100 

ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 

most amplifiers, even with long 

interconnect cables. 

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 

is limited by the oversample and bit rates 

used - CD 1s 44.1 kHz/16-bit while 

DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24·bit. 

PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet. 

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code. 

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 

199g and is a Sony/Philips format based 

on DSD coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives. 

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is sliced up into 

discrete chunks. For CD this is 44.1 kHz or 

once every 0.02Jmsec. DVD will also 

support 48kHz and 96kHz. 

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input. Expressed in decibels per watt (dB/ 

W). 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes amplifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. 

THX Ultra is more stringent than THX 

Select. 

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer applications. 

TRANSISTOR/MOSFETThe two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

solid state amplifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 

the audio band, ie above 3kHz. 

TWEETER Treble driver. 

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two·way speaker 

can have more than two drive units. 

WATIS (per channel) The watt is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amplifier output. 

WOOFER Bass driver. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 

sonic character. 

AMBIENCE The impression of an 

acoustical space, such as the 

performing hall in which a recording 

was made. 

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them. 

ATIACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ability of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in music. 

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel balance, the 

relative !eve! of the left and right stereo 

channels. 

BODY Fullness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin. 

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audible cabinet resonances. 

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper midrange/lower treble. 

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright. 

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 

follows the attack. 

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is fundamental to high 

fidelity sound. 

DEPTH (of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabiting a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original recording. 

DETAIL The most delicate elements of 

the original sound and those which are 

the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment. 

ORY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 

which usuaUy comes across as fine

grained and lean. Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment. 

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both large and small. 

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 

distortion that generally enhances 

perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps. 

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap' 

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image projection. 

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 

aggressive sound, a sense of the image 

being projected in front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

listener. 

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound 

which lacks finesse. 

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass. 

GRUNT lee grip. 

HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 

aggressive sound with a metallic 

tinge. 

HARSH Grating, abrasive. 

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or instrument is in a particular 

place in the room. 

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 

energy and life. 

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

sounds in a recording. 

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

the sound. 

NATURALNESS Realism. 

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

transparency. 

OPEN Sound which has height and 

·air', relates to clean upper midrange 

and treble. 

PACE Often associated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of timing and beat. 

PRESENCE A sense of an 

instrument or voice occupying a 

place in the listening room. 

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

midrange. 

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear. 

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 

sound, often heard on radio. 

SNAP A system with good speed 

and transient response can deliver 

the immediacy or 'snap' of live 

instruments. 

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace gives the impression of being 

right on the money in its timing. 

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

sound. 

THICK A lack of articulation and 

clarity in the bass. 

THIN Bass light. 

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

instrument. 

TIMING A sense of precision in 

tempo. lee speed and pace. 

TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 

percussive sound. Good transient 

response makes the sound as a 

whole more live and realistic. 

TRANSPARENC�TRANSPARENT 

A hear-through quality that is akin to 

clarity and reveals all aspects of 

detail. 

TWEAK To tune a system or 

component in an attempt to get the 

best performance from it. 

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

this process. 

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited 

transparency. 

WARM A fullness in the lower 

midrange/upper bass. 

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underpinning produced by deep, 

controlled bass. 
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When detail matters ...... . 

\ 

The new MRS equipment support from 
Henley Designs, serious about sound! 

U Henley Designs 01235 511166 

n www.henleydesigns.co.uk 



ACCESSORIES SHOP 

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice accessories shop 
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, 

order online, drop us an email or fill out the order form below and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simpler1 

Mains power is an area of audio 

that is often overlooked, or regarded 

as a simple 'add-on' after an audio 

system has been completed. The truth, 

however, is somewhat different. The 

sound of all audio components is 

harmed by dirty mains, so in order to 

reach a component's full potential, a 

clean supply should be provided. This 

month, we feature lsotek's Gii Mini 

Sub, a fitting solution for this problem. 

For our full selection of high-quality 

audio accessories, please visit our 

dedicated website: www.choicebits.co.uk. 

r;m.w1u1w 
lsotek 

Gii Mini Sub 

High quality 

Mains Filter 

Key features 
• Six individually 

filtered outputs 

• Improves all audio 

or AV systems in 
one go 

• Easy plug-n-play 

inta!lation 

• Multi-award 

winning design 

• 25 year guarantee 

lsotek Gii Mini Sub 
The lsotek Gii Mini Sub has earned 

the right to be classed as a market 

leader at this price point, through 

winning many audio awards. This 

rack-width mains power filter and 

distribution system offers a simple 

'plug and play' solution for all audio 

or AV systems. Gii Mini Sub features 

six individually filtered outputs, two 

of which are high current for power 

amplifiers (or other high current drawing 

products) and four for medium current 

for all other front-end equipment (such 

as a CD player or turntable). The unit 

uses a multiple filtering network and 

sophisticated gating principles to deliver 

unrivaled performance at its price. 

Gii Mini Sub £495.00 
Gii Vision (AV Version) £549.00 

s 0870 240 7228 
,,� .. � 

..... 
•••• 
'"'' www.choicebits.co.u k 

ANALOGUE ACCESSORIES 

Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP E2L95 D 
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £24.95 D 
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £69.95 D 
Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £21.95 D 
Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 D 
Clearaudio Quadra Record Clamp £69.95 D 
Clearl1ght Audio (RDC) Record Puck £54.95 D 
KAB Strobe Disc & Light £79.9S D 
Michell Engineering Record Clamp £22.9S D 
Michell Universal Dust Cover £44.9S D 
Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.9S D 
Pebbles 'The Weight' Rega Modification £67.9S D 
Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £S.9S D 
Pro·Ject Bubble Level El4.9S D 
Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £7.SO D 
Ringmat Developments The Ringmat £49.9S D 
Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.9S D 
Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.9S D 
'The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.9S D 

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 

Allsop DVD Optimiser/Laser Lens Cleaner £19.9S D 
AudioPrism CD Blacklight™ £39.9S D 
AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £34.9S D 
A·Z CD Clips £7.9S D 
Bedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll £69.9S D 
Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.9S D 
Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade £l4.9S D 
Densen DeMagic CD Ell.9S D 
Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc £19.9S D 
Furutech RD-2 Disc Demagnetizer £219.9S D 
lsoTek System Enhancer, DeMag & Rejuvenation CD £14.9S D 
Lasertrack C02000 Set-Up Disc El9.9S D 
Marigo Orpheus CD Crossbow Mat £79.9S D 
Opus3 Showcase (HDCD) £14.9S D 
Richard Black's U.5.H.E.R. CD £14.9S D 
Ring mat COi Blue £39.9S D 
Ring mat The Statmat Mkll £19.9S D 
Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/ l 5) £17.9S D 
Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £24.95 D 
XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.9S D 

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS 

Allsop Carbon Edge Laser lens Cleaner El4.9S 

Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £4.9S 

Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.9S 

Allsop Radial CD Cleaner E l0.9S 

Allsop Motorised Scratch Repair System £29.9S 

Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £l3.9S 

Deox1T Contact Cleaner (200ml) El3.9S 

Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush El4.9S 

Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves Ell.9S 

Knosti Disco Antistat Manual Record Cleaner £44.9S 

Knosti Record Cleaning Fluid (l Litre ) £l4.9S 

l'Art du Son Record Cleaner (SLitre) £27.9S 

Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.9S 

Last Record Preservative £39.9S 

Last Stylus Cleaner El9.9S 

Last Stylast Stylus Treatment £29.9S 

Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £24.9S 

Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (Qty 50) £14.9S 

Optrix CO Cleaner & Clarifier £16.9S 

Onzow Zerodust Stylus Cleaner £29.9S 

ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) £13.9S 

Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.9S 

' 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

ISOLATION RACKS - CONES 

Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf £S49.95 D 
Clearlight Audio RDC l Cones (Qty 4) £39.9S D 
Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.9S D 
Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) E 19.9S D 
Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) £44.9S D 
Clearlight Audio RDC S Cones (Qty 4) El9.9S D 
Clearlight Audio RDC Com bi Base (Qty 4) £49.9S D 
Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform El09.9S D 
IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) El9.9S D 
Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £S4.9S D 
Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) El4.9S 0 
Spectral Poli pods Support Systems (Qty B) £14.9S 0 
Townshend 3D Seismic Isolation Platform £234.9S 0 
Voodoo AIRTEK (430x360mm I 20kg) £234.95 0 

BOOKS / MAINS FILTERS 

The Complete Guide To High End Audio £24.95 0 
Home Theatre For Everyone £19.95 D 
How to Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable £7.50 D 
lsoTek Cll Mini Sub I Cll Vision £495.00 I £549.00 0 

Order Form 

Orders can also be placed online: -w.choicebits.co.uk 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Cheque/postal order enclosed for E ___ made payable to Choice Bits. 

Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number: 

DODD DODD DODD DODD DOD Signature _____ _ 

Valid From Expires 

How to order: 
Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and sent 

it to: P.O. Box S996, NEWBURY, RG20 4XH 
Alternatively, give us a call on: 0870 240 7228 
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk 
Order onllne: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Issue number (Switch) -------------

UK postage: 

Postage is £2.00 for the first item and fl.00 thereafter. 
All Prices include VAT at 17.5%. 
European/ International sales: 
Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage 

quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive. 

This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits urKler license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorxtle 
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[ Classified ] Dealer Guide 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Award Winning Retailers ... 

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists 
�Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000 

� Widest choice in the area � Independent advice 

� Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners 

� Over 35yrs experience � Qualified staff 

� Comfortable dem rooms � Superb showrooms 

� Main road location � Major car parks nearby 

� Insurance estimates � Service Dept. 

� Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 

� Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) ·subject to status 

� Delivery & installation 

� Part Exchange 

� Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat. 

� Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc. 

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ 

Tel: 01904 629659 

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk 

� in high lldelily 1ound reproduction - 1ince t 961 
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�SOUND GALLERY 

To hear true emotion from music, why not? 

Relax in the comfort of one of our demonstration rooms, 

and experience the thrill of the Nairn audio range. 

Sigh-fi 
Rationalise your desires 

Alternative 
AU D I 0 

t: 01984 624242 

e: peter@alternativeaudio.co. uk 

Brompton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset 

Dealer Guide [Classified ] 

�� - �-��� 
...ef � ,,l'll!f.�� "'14-··; 

......... . ... ........ 
Advantage, AEON, Audiophile Base, AVI 

BAT, Boulder, Clearaudio, JMlab, 
Gamut, Goldring, Gradient, Grado, 

Graham Slee, Grave Audio, 

Linn Classlk, Lumley, Merlin Cables, 
Music Tools, Nottingham Analogue, 

Optimum, Pure, Quadrasplre, Revolver, 
Stello, Vincent . 

immediate demonstraton. 

Complete systems from 

£349 to £160,000 

0p.-.. ...... 
Monday CLOSED 

Tuesday 10 -17.30 

Wednesday CLOSED 

Thursday 10-17.30 

Friday 10-17.30 

Saturday 10-17.30 

Sunday 11 -16.00 
t'lat� 



[ Classified ] Dealer Guide 

SALES AND SERVICES 

RE.Vax 
SERVICE 

THE M ANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY 

RE.Vax 
SERVICE 

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Estimation procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarantees 

Factory Trained Engineers 

Rapid Response Turnaround 

Full Revox range serviced 

Written echnical Reports 

Late Evening Opening 

-.-HE A A-.-E c:: H N CJ L CJ BV C:1:M:E TED 
TTL House, Sheep1:ick End, Near Lidling1:on, Bedfordshire, IVIK43 OSF 

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009 

Noteworthy 
36 Buckingham Street. Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2LH. Tel: 01296 422224 

www.noteworthyaudio.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM 



MAIL ORDER 

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
NEW YEAR SALE! 

Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi for 17 years 
Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME, Hadcock, 

Transfiguration, Denon, Koetsu, Trichord, 

EAR, Tom Evans, Stax, Harbeth, Epos, Gamut, 

Graaf, Pathos-Acoustics, Unison Research, 

Van den Hui & many more 

All goods are brand new & fully guaranteed. Goods are not 
supplied on approval. Free U.K. delivery. 

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 7 Mill Hill, 
Repton, Derby OE65 6GQ, U.K. Tel: 01283 702875 

9am-9pm inc Sundays 

SUFFOLK 

sumlko 
>cables 
chord-company 
nordost 

w i c h 

3)655171 
655 17 2 

signals. uk.com 
nals. uk.com 

WEB WATCH 

www.MonoPulse.co.uk 
ACROSS 
32. Does exac1ly what it says - in the tin? 

�Jo ih(S·H 
• \.\'e say our synchronised-transienl steel-bound 

speakers give startling realism. 
•HI-FI C hoice : "delivers a cohcrance and timing 

that's positively electrifying." 

LONDON 

ORANGES& 
LEMONS 

www.oandlhifi.co.uk 
61 Webbs Road. Hattersea. S\\ II 6RX 

email: oranges.lemons@, irgin.nct 

• ��.;�g� . ' 

SHROPSHIRE (AND BEYOND!) 

This Month's Hot Deals 

www.creative-audio.co.uk 

Dealer Guide [ Classified ] 
LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
-we'll blo-w your mind . 

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Mitchell, 

Mission, NAO, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Ratel, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 

Yahama and more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

ANDERS 
- -AUDl- O• TV-• V-IDEO ..... & .... ,·FI LTD. SATELLITE SALES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIIVISBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

SOUND IMPROVEMENTS 

Is This Your Problem? 

E) 0 0 
Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud 

It'• a common problem. The uaable range on the 
volume control la all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low llatenlng levels Is either dlfflcult 
or lmpoaslble. The nolaa floor may be sudlble too. 
There Is now a almple and effective aolutlon - the 
Roth-II In-Line Attenuators. They can be used 

Here's Your 
Answer 

� ... � 
l);i � 

� 
"1'i\hlt. 

��Mof 
ff'iti HOM! 

with pre/power or Integrated amps to cure 

, .... "'� ... pi,r, the problems of exceaa gain and bring sonic 
benefits even with the moat expensive aqulpme 

The coat I• only £39 per pair delivered. 
01204 366133 or vl•lt www.rothwellaudioproducta.co.uk 

Excellent-··- •n HI-FI Choice, HI-FI World, HI-FI Plua, What HI-FI end www.tnt-eudlo.com 
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O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAYOIS •AUDIO NOTE •AUDID RESEARCH •AUDIO TECHNICA •AVID •SEYER •CABLmLK•CHORO •CREEK• 
DIAPASON• DYNAVECTDR • EPOS •GOLDRING •JADIS •JEKUN •MICHELL • MOON• HAD• NAJM •ONKYO•OPERA• 
OPTIMUMJSPECTRUM •OED• REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • 
THORENS•TRANSPARENT CABLES•UNISONAESEARCH•ORIGINllVE•TRIANGLE•WATERF,\ll•WlLSON 

LONDON 

Front End Problems? 
contact: 

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment· Details on Request 
Audio Analogue Bellini Pre (s/h) 
Audio Analogue Maestro CD (new) 
Audio Analogue Puccini SE (new) 
Audio Analogue Puccini (ex-demo) black 
Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (slh) 
Copland CDA288 (s/h), new mechanism 
Copland CDA822 (ex-demo) 

w .. 

£625 
£1150 
£695 
£495 
£595 
£1800 
£1598 
£1475 
£3150 
£450 
£430 
£1325 
£500 
£7000 
£1900 

Now 
£395 
£995 
£699 
£399 
£375 
£:795 

£1125 
£1150 
£1650 

£299 
£225 

£1195 
£260 

£2250 
£795 
£225 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have 10 cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen 10 my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
Gryphon Pre m/c phono.;. PSU's (slh) 
Martin Logan Aeon (s/h) perfect 
Monrio Asty amp (ex-demo) black 
Opera Centro (centre channel) (s/h) 
Opera Super Pavarotti (new) cherry 
Opera Duetto (s/h) 

Also agents for Croft. Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects. 
Valve equipment re-build service available. - Plus cartridge re-tipping service 

020 8688 6565 Pioneer M6 Mono's excellent condition (pr) 
ProAc Studio (rosewood) boxed 
Quad FM3 (s/h) 
Sequence SW120 ultra slim sub woofer (s/h) 
Theta Data 11 CD (new mech) 

£299 
£1500 

"" 
t600 

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com 

AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL 

S1oc1�11or: l.rocusPro1moos 
AvlD TURNTABLES lJvJNG(Ol/TROL 
A>rHONYGMLO JM l.oBs 
AUDIOUEST LEXICON 
BostON ACOUl!KI IA! 

[HOiOEUCTRONICI M�CAtflOFU!Y 

PROA( 
P!IMAIF 
0UADRASPIRE 
RFLACOlJITICI 
Ro!IAN 

RUAi< 

0% Instant Finance Available - Written details on rec1uest 
Demonstration room• Free car parking• Major Credit Cards 

Persona! Export• Mail Order• Installation Service • Repair facilities 
5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo • 

5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 8282 exit)• 25 mins M25 June 10 l9Mlg and�-�· �:ER 5C£EENS 

�!N!IOR Aumo STANO UNIOm 

TAN NOY 
VIENNAAcousncs 
VAN DFN HUL 60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 

in. 137 C • ��::����t:J 
fxPQS{JRE NOROOST 

:.·�� ::!!: :: m� �� FUJITSU 0RJOFON 

H l!ACHI PiOJECT ondmonymore Tel: (020) 89461528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com 
Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday Specialist in audio and visual entertainment systems 

from the world's best manufacturer's 
lhe AUDIO.VISUAL lounge, SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 

The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top 

quality drive units and components to achieve sound quality and bass extension 

equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £800 lo £3.000. The Plus Kits 

include all 1ha1 is required apan from the woodwork. but plain or veneered 

cabinet kits arc available. Please see website, or send for ca1alogue for 

full details. 

135-137 Commercial Street, London El 6BL 
Tel: 020 7375 3691 Fax: 020 7377 1756 
Email: inlo@theavlounge.com 

KIT SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUS KIT r&r 
M31l 5" Morel. 1" Seas treb 810 x 191 x 261 £226.00 £9.50 

S3tl 6.5" IPL PP. 1" Seas treb 903 x 230 x 350 £200.00 £10.00 

S3tlm 6.5" IPL metal. I" Seas treb 903 x 230 x 350 £248.00 £10.00 

S3tlm Rib 6.5" IPL metal, Ribbon trcb 903 x 230 x 350 £403.00 £10.00 

S4tl 8" VIFA. I" Seas treb 960 x 276 x 400 £258.21 £11.00 

S5tl JO" IPL. 3" dome. I" trcb 1080 x 320 x 400 £378.00 £12.00 

Send chec1ue (or postal order) made pa�'able to Mr I. P. Leslie at 

IPL ACOUSTICS. Chelsea Villa. Torrs Park. llfracomhe. De"on EX34 SAY. 
01271 867439. 

Alternatively visit our website at iplacoustics.co.uk or send a -l7p S AE for 

'till catalogue detailing Tr<insmission line. Hi Fi. and AV kits. including: Active 

I subwoofers. drive units. Silver PTFE cables. and Quality Accessories. 

www.iplacoustics.co.uk 

Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £1 oo overseas , within 30 days ) 

that our "Hi Fi Myth Exposed" are true ! Customers use our amplifiers with "High End" 

speakers like £8,000 J M Lab Mezzo Utopia , Yamaha NS-1000M Studio Monitors 

with Beryllium metal dome midrange + tweeter , Linn lsobariks , RTL transmission 

lines , £3,500 Martin Logan , Quad ESL 57 , ESL 63 , smaller Sonus Faber 

Hi Fi Myth Exposed (part 1) Our £1,000 "High End" 80 watts+ 80 watts VALVE 

amplifier will probably sound as loud as £10,000 160 watts+ 160 watts 
TRANSISTOR amplifiers because most transistor amplifiers clip violently 

(and audibly) and most 6 inch speakers struggle with 10 watts of bass, so the rest 
of the amplifier power is as useful as 160 m.p.h. cars in crowded town centres ' 

Hi Fi Myth Exposed (part 2) The most important sound on the CD of your favourite 

singer is the voice of your favourite singer. Our £250 valve amplifier + hilariously 

priced £250 " 3 way" speaker + good "live" recording will trick you into believing that 

the singer is in the room with you ! Our £1,400 "High End" valve amplifier will do this 

trick, with 10% to 20% of studio recording. We challenge you to do this trick with 

transistor amp or transistor I valve hybrid amp, £250 cable, £250 of modification 

with £10 volume control, capacitors, etc. We also promise huge reduction of 

irritating sibilance ( e.g. "his" sound like "hisssssk" ) , even with £250 valve amp ! 

Hi Fi Myth Exposed (part 3) Most people will prefer our MODIFIED IN ENGLAND 

valve amplifiers ( from £600+ ) to most transistor amplifiers, most valve amplifiers 
like TAC 34, TAC 88 , TAC 834, Roger Cadet , £4,000 power amplifier and 

DEVON 

free advice in a relaxed & friendly atmosphere - 2 demonstration rooms -
chlk:ts play area - home demonstrations - 0% finance available -

mon - sat 9am - 5pm - out of hours appointments 

Trio e 
Connection 

£1,250 £1,400 
--=- Reliable valves 

have 2 years 
guarantee, and 

NOT the 
"typical" 
90 days 

uarantee 

£25,000 monoblocks. There is a difference between "High Price" and "High End" ...;.;..;.;.c;;.;;.;._ 

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime 
or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard's 
review in Gramophone Magazine and 
Summary of 21 testimonials 

www.affordablevalvecompany.co.uk 
www.affordablevalvecompany.com 

4 years of proven reliability, for many 
models. 2 years guarantee for most 
models. 1 year guarantee for £250 amp 

Powerful 40 watts + 40 watts 
Twice as powertul as old Quad II • 

okt leak Stereo 20 , okt 
Roger cadet 

Ultra Linear 
£600 £700 



Easy local parking in 
Broadmead and 
Bond Street NCPs. 

GETTING TO THE SHOW 
By train: Temple Meads Station 

is a short distance from the 

Marriott and is accessible by 
bus, foot or taxi. 

By car: from the M4 take J19 
(M32 - Bristol). Follow signs for 

City Centre and RAC signs to 

the Show. 

l�\':18N 
THE BRISTOL SHOW 

The ONLY Show that lets you 

See, l-lear and Buy the latest models 

from over 155 brands 
HI-FI, HOME CINEMA, PLASMAS, PROJECTORS, 
CUSTOM INSTALL - IT'S ALL AT BRISTOL 

Some early sneak previews ... (and we know there are lots more 
surprises in store!) 

* ACOUSTIC ENERGY - UK Launch of an all new on wall 
speaker series, including a high performance single LCR 

* ARCAM - Project Solo, a secret new product making 
its debut, the DiVA DT91 DAB/FM radio and a few more 
surprises too ... 

* BOSTON ACOUSTICS - UK Launch of the Bravo II 
(on wall/in corner speakers), Improved Voyager range and new 
custom installation speakers 

* CANTON - launching the new Vento range of loudspeakers 

* CYRUS - two new Cyruslink products and a brand new 
power amplifier design 

* DENON - home cinema goes from strength to strength with 
the launch of the AVC-A 1 XV 10 channel amplifier 

* ELAC - FS607 X-JET loudspeakers, launched at the show 
with the first public demonstrations 

* FUJITSU - launching its new 40 series plasma screens 

REGA - an all new speaker series makes it's show debut 

* SENNHEISER - more new models, including the 
PXC-300 NoiseGuard headphones 

* WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION - there in person to 
answer all your questions about hi-fi, home cinema and more 

Great deals at1d special offers 

available ot11Y at the Show 

PLUS YOUR CHANCE TO WIN SOME SUPERB 
PRIZES IN THE SHOW COMPETITION 

Admission: Adults £7.00; Students/OAPs/UB40s £3.50; 
Accompanied children under 16 free 

www.bristolshow.co. u k 

audio T 
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[ Classified ] Dealer Directory 

DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi·fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

BATH/ BRISTOL 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give your 
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 
a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 
around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge 
the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 
plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 
purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save money 
and enjoy music Just listen, and you'll know. CD: 
Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced 
Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, 
Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, 8asis, 
Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 
(Slack Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: 
Accuphase, Advantage, Sa lanced Audio Technology, 
CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 
Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio 
Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 
NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, 
Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 
Hovland, Nordost, Soniclink, Siltech, Yamamura 
Churchill. Mains: Accuphase. 

BLACKBURN 

ROMERS HIFI, 11 Lomax Street, 
Great Harwood, Nr Blackbum, Lanes. BB6 7DJ. 
01254 BB0220 Mon-Sat 9·5. 
The Northwest's premier HiFi and Home Cinema 
dealer - full demonstration facilities, featuring the 
following brands: 
Electronics: Arcam, Cyrus, Denon, Exposure, Quad, 
Lexicon, NAD., Pioneer, Roksan, Sony, Moon. 
Speakers: Focal, JM Labs, Quad, Monitor Audio, Totem, 
Wharfedale. 
Subwoofers: Velodyne, REL, MJ Acoustics. 
Plasma · LCD & Projectors: lnFocus, Pioneer, Sony. 
Furniture: Atacama, Partington, Optimum, Sonus, 
Soundations. 
cables: Nordost, Chord, QED, Van Den Hui, TCI. 

And many more leading brands, in all fields. Come 
down and see our expert, friendly staff with any of 
your problems, be it a first time purchase or 
upgrading your current system. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227. All that's 
best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from quality 
manufacturers including Nairn, Rega, Bowers & 
Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, 
Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Spendor, Quadraspire, 
Royd, Michell, Sonus Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors & 
Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest· 
free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 
install systems through Cheshire, Merseyside and 
North Wales. Open Tues. · Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by 
arrangement. 

ACTON CATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. Tel: 
01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. MD, 
Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle, 
Denon, Harman· Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, 
Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure 
Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, 
UKD, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 
installation service. Easy parking and motorway 
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington WAI 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. 
Email: doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 
www.dougbrady hifi.com. For the widest range of 
high quality hi·fi in the Northwest. Family business 
est. 42 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 
home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 
Visa, credit facilities. Open 10.30 - 6. Send for free 

map. m'.:.!!B 

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St, 
off West St car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 
I JR. Tel: 01260 280017. 
Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk. 
Web: www.hifishowrooms.co.uk. Carefully selected 
audio range, including Nairn, NAD, Roksan, Michell, 
Harman, Primare, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, KEF, 
Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project, Goldring, Monitor 
Audio. Also the best in AV from Harman, Onkyo, 
Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound, Nairn, SIM2, 
Vutec, Da·lite, REL, Vibe, definitve. Demonstration by 
appointment Open Tuesday · Saturday. 

COUNTY DURHAM 

MUSIC MATTERS, 17 Coniscliffe Road, Darlington, 
County Durham DL3 7EE. 
Tel: 01325 481 418. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 
10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Parkstone, 
Poole. Tel: 01202 730865/380018. 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector, 
B&W, Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, 
Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc. FS series). 
NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel, Tannoy (inc 
Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo rooms, Hi Fi and 
Home Cinema specialists, easy parking on site, 
high quality used equipment, massive range of 
audio and video leads and connectors etc. Credit 
facilities. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30. llfil!J..:.1 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road, 
Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 01202 
529988/ 520066. www.movement-audio.co.uk. 

Members of the British Audio Dealers 
Association are able to offer: 

e Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address 

e low cost five year guarantee option 
•proper demonstration facilities 
•seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer's advice is taken 
on product selection 

•fully guaranteed service work 
•customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems 

For more Information contact 
BADAon 

'D' 020 7226 4044 

L_ BADA 
�NJOIODl>'ISISA.!WCIAllOIW 

the symbol or security 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer, 
Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, Rotel, Tannoy, Teac, 
Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi Fi specialists, full 
demo facilities, friendly expert advice, home demo 
and installation, easy parking, credit facilities, 
Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 9.30·5.30. 

liJ..:..1!1�1 

WEYMOUTH Hl·FI, 33-3S Maiden Street, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729/76634S. 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Castle, 
Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Quad, Ratel, 
Technics, Yamaha plus large range of P.A. and DJ 
audio and lighting, multi room and commercial 
installation specialists, Home Cinema and DVD, 
Projection TV and plasma, 2 demo rooms, credit 
facilities, Visa/ Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30·5.30 

liJ..:.lThl 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081. 
www.englishaudio.co.uk. Arcam, ATC, B&W, Cyrus, 
Denon, Elac, Inca, lsotek, JM Lab, KEF, Loewe, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Nairn, NEC, Opus, Pioneer, 
Primare, Pro-ject, Pure, Quad, QED, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 
Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Tivoli, Trinity, Yamaha and others. 
Home Cinema & Hi-Fi dem.rooms. Multi-room 
Installations. Service dept. Mastercard, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. llfil!J..:.J 

LANCASHIRE 

ADVENTURES IN Hl·FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 
Hallgate, Wigan WNl I NL Tel: 01942 234202. For 
the best hi·fi and home cinema products from 
quality manufacturers including B&W, Royd, 8ryston, 
Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAD, KEF, 
Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC, Project, 
Quadraspire. We offer friendly advice, excellent 
demonstration facilities, 0% finance, free delivery 
and installation throughout the North West. 
Opening hours 10.00 · 5.30 Tuesday to Saturday, 
evenings by appointment. 

DOUG BRADY Hl·FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington WAI 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. 
Email: doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 
www.dougbrady hifi.com. See our main entry under 
Cheshire. llf..!10.:.1 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

DMNE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 
Bennett's Place, High Street, Maricet Harborough, 
LEl6 7NL 01858 432999 

Leicestershire's freshest hi·fi and home cinema 
retailer, offering a service that you "expect in an 
environment that will excite you. 
Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 
facilities, comfy chairs, and coffee! 
We get outstanding results from Arcam, 
Art Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Beyerdynamic, 
Custom Design, Chord Company, Draper Screens, 
Ergo, Exposure, FocalJMLab, lnfocus, lsoblue, Kube 
Design, Metz televisions, NAD, Opera, Oray Screens, 
Partington, Pathos, ProAC, Pro-Ject, Quadraspire, 
Revolver, Ruark, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, Triangle, 
Unison Research and a few other surprises. 
We are open Tuesday- Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 and 
by arrangement. 
Free parking outside the courtyard. 
All normal methods of payment accepted. 
01858 432999 

WWW.DMNEAUDIO.CD.UK. 

INFO@DMNEAUDIO.CD.UK 

LEICESTER HI-FI CD, St Martins Square Leicester 
LEl SEW. Tel: 0116 253 9753 
Fax: 0116 262 6097 
Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk 
Email: shop.leicesterhifi@btconnect.com 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, B&W/Nautilus, 
BenQ, Chord Electronics, Creek, Crimson, 
Cyrus/Cyruslink, Denon, Exposure, Greig IK 
Loudspeakers, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt
Short MP3 Players, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Optimum, 
Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Pure, Quad, Ratel, Roksan, 
Sharp, Tag Mclaren, Teac, Totem, Yamaha, and more. 
4 Listening areas/rooms over 3 floors. We can 
Demonstrate, Deliver and Install. Hi Fi/Home 
Cinema/Multi-room Audio/Plasma/LCD/Custom 
Installation/Design. Bargain Bin on Website� 
Mon-Sat 9.30·5.30 l.;J'!1.V!1 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK. 37 Windmill Street, 
London Wl T 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, 

fax: 020 7436 7165. E-mail: help@cornflake.co.uk. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10· 7. 
The specialists in high quality sound, be it for one 
room or many more. They offer friendly advice, and 
a full delivery and installation service is available. 
Two listening rooms with full A/V facilities 
demonstrating Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, 
Dynaudio, lsotek, Mark Levinson, Lexicon, Nairn, 
Origin Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, Totem, Yamaha 
and more. Service department. Amex, Mastercard, 
Switch, Visa and worldwide mail order service. Still 
the coolest Hi-Fi shop in London. 
www.cornflake.co.uk. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Road, London Nl Tel: 020 7226 5500. 
www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the 5 best hi·fi shops in 
the world' Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, and 
more ... Home cinema and whole house custom 
installed solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, 
service dept, open Tues-Sat Ring for appointment. 
� m'.:.!!B 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 
Hallgate, Wigan WNI I NL Tel: 01942 234202. See 
main entry under Lancashire. 

DOUG BRADY Hl·FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington WAI 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. 
Email: doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 
www.dougbrady hifi.com. See our main entry under 
Cheshire. 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 
01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington WAI 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. 
Email: doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 
www.dougbrady hifi.com. See our main entnI

. 

,. dr
, Cheshire. : ! .t ! 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road, Hatchend, 
Middlesex HAS 4HR. 
Tel: 020 8420 1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 
Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream Vision, 
Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, 
Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, 
Pure, Quad, REl Ratel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus 
Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson 
Benesch, Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and 
home trial facilities. Free installation. Customised 
multi-room systems. All major credit cards accepted. 
Full credit facilities available. 
Tues · Sat 10.00·5.30, Weds 10.00·6.30. 
www.musicmatters.co.uk l:J!,�!1 



WEST MIDLANDS 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

STl7 4AH. Tel: Ol7S5 25S216. 

See our main entry under Cheshire. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd, Sracon 

Ash, Norwich NR14 SHG. 

Tel: Ol50S 570S29. 

Audio Analogue, Beyer, Bryston, 

Chord Cables, Creek, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, 

Goldring, Grado, lsoblue, Nairn, 

ProAc. PMC, Rega, Soundstyle, Thule, 

Unison Research. 

2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home Tria I. Free 

installation. Visa, Mastercard. 

0% Finance. Tues·Fri 9.30· l, 2·5.30. 

Al I day Sat liT1.tiB 
www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120· 122 Alfreton 

Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 97S 6919. 

www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the area's leading 

specialists. Relax in our superb demonstration rooms 

and enjoy the very best in Hi· Fi, multi-room and 

home cinema solutions. Our outstanding customer 

service means a two-year parts and labour 

guarantee, an on-site service department and a full 

delivery and installation service. Home trials and free 

easy parking are also available. Established in 1968, 

we have been giving sound advice for over 30 years. 

Open Mon·Sat 9 · 5.30. 11'!1!1!1. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTUY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 

OXlO OEG. Tel: 01491 S39305, fax: 01491 S25024. 

Founded 1975. Great deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, 

Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and 

delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on selected 

items. l home cinema room, 2 listening rooms 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit 

Tues·Fri 9·5.30, Sat 9·5. CDs and DVDs stocked. 

SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dog pole, Shrewsbury 

SYl I EN. Tel: 01743 236055 

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk, 

www.creative-audio.co.uk. 

Internet prices - from a specialist shop! 
One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema 

equipment outside London. Massive world-famous 

website, featuring huge savings on all the popular 

brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama, 

Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Draper 

screens, In Focus Screenplay pro1ectors, JM Labs, KEF, 

Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAO, Nairn, NEC Projectors, 

Onkyo, Optimum, Oray screens, Partington, Pioneer, 

Pioneer Plasma, Project, Pure DAB radios, QED, 

Roksan, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Wharfedale, 

Yamaha. 

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be carbon 

dated, comfortable dem room with plasma and 

projector (and freshly ground coffee I), expert 

installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year 

guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used 

bargains etc etc - in fact everything you would expect 

from one of Europe's leading audio specialists. 

See for yourself - visit www.creative-audio.co.uk 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, Yeovil, 

Somerset BA20 I NE. Tel 01935 479361. 

54 Bridge Street, Taunton. 

Tel: OIS23 3266SS. www.mikemanning audio.corn . 

The HiFi and A/V specialists. 

The best in HiFi and Home Cinema from: AUDION 

VALVE, B&W, MILLER & KREISELL, DENON, 

DYNAVECTOR, DENSEN, FOCALE (JM Lab), 

HARMAN KARDON, SIM Projectors and screens, 

HITACHI (Plasma and LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO, 

NAO, PIONEER (Plasma and AV), REVOLVER, REGA, 

ROTEL 02 & 10 Series, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, 

SPENDER, TEAC, WELL TEMPERED turntables, 

Yamaha. Dedicated Demonstration lounges for 

relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. Home 

installations on most systems. Full service 

department Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit Closed 

Mondays (Yeovil) - Tuesdays (Taunton) 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

STl7 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 01785 258216 

All that's best in Hi ·Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Nairn, Rega, Bowers 

& Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Ratel, Primare, 

Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef, 

NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Pro1ectors, NEC Plasma & 

Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest · 

free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems throughout Staffordshire and the 

Midlands. Opening hours Tues. - Sat. 10.30·6.00, 

evenings by arrangement. 

SUFFOLK 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich IPl 

2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email: HiFi@eastern· 

audio.corn. Giving sound advice for over 25 years 

Parking. Demo room. Lots of free advice. Arcam, 

Meridian, Denon, Quad, NAO, B&W, Celestion, 

Pro1ect, KEF, Castle, Technics, Top Tape, plus all the 

usual and unusual leads, cables, stands, racks, 

headphones, cartridges & styli etc. ID"ID"J 

SURREY 

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, (Est 1962) 244 256 

Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey KTl5 2PS, LARGE 

FREE CAR PARK Tel (01932) S54522/ B32400/ 

S51753, Fax 01932 S32432. Open 7 Days a week, 

Mon· Sat 9·6pm, Fri till Spm, Sun l0-4pm. Fully 

equipped service department on site, Massive 

Showrooms. Available Brands Acoustic Energy, 

Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audio Quest, Cable Talk, 

Denon, Dual, Elac, Harman Kardon, Jama, JBL, 

Marantz, Mission, NAO, Ortofon, Panasonic Plasma, 

Pioneer, Pro·Ject Turntables, Pure Digital, Quad, REL, 

Roksan, Sennheiser, Sonus Systems, Sony, Tanney, 

Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha Home 

cinema, Wide screen T V, Projection TV, Plasma & 

LCD TV. Interest free credit available. All major credit 

cards accepted. www.cosmicuk.com 

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU I 4RY. Tel: 

014S3 504SOI/ 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-6pm. 

Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian, Mission/Cyrus, 

Kef, Marantz, NAO, Pioneer, Primare, Proac, Quad, 

REL, Rega, Ratel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo rooms 

for Hi·Fi/home cinema, parking, delivery & 

installation. Service department on premises. 

Call now. i:J.:.ID.;] 

Dealer Directory [Classified] 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

THE POWERPLANT, 40 Church Rd , Hove , East 

Sussex, BN3 2FN. Fax: 01273 748419. E-mail 

email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever your budget we 

can help you choose from our carefully selected 

range of today's finest hi·f i and home cinema 

equipment. Recommended agencies include Arcam, 

ATC, B&W, B&O, Cyrus, DEF Tech, I merge, Linn, 

Living Control, M&K, PMC, ProAc, QED Systemline, 

Rega, Revel, Seleco, Stewart, Tag Mclaren Audio, 

Yamaha. Excellent demonstration facilities, 

knowledgeable and friendly staff. Multi room 

specialist, CEDIA member. Open Tues· Sat 10.30 

am- 5.30 pm. Late evenings by appointment. All 

ma1or credit cards. Full credit facilities. 13'!,!l!l 

SUSSEX (WEST) 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 

West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel: 01342 328065. 

www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home cinema & 

multi room specialists. Authorised stockists of: Arcam 

(inc. FMJ, DIVA & Alpha), ASH, The Chord Company, 

Cyrus, KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. C012 & 

K!imax), Loewe (inc. Spherros), Mission, Nairn (inc 

CDS & NAP500), Pioneer, PMC, Primaire, ProAc. 

Pro1ect, QED, Quadraspire, Rei, Roksan, Ratel, Ruark, 

SIM2 (inc DPL), Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands 

Unique, Tag Mclaren, TEAC & more. The LARGEST 

display of Hi·Fi furniture in the South. Probably the 

largest stock in the South, with three dedicated 

demonstration rooms together with a friendly team 

of staff and seivice facility, Finance available. 

9.30·6.00 Tues· Sat l:J!©!1 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 719 Park Place, Horsham, West 

Sussex, RH 12 I OF (Next to Piries Place car park). Tel 

01403 267766. www.audiodesrgns.co.uk. See our 

main entry above under Sussex (West). � 

WEST MIDLANDS 

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham Bl7 SOL 

Tel: 0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream Vision, 

Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, 

Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical 

Fidelity, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, 

Pure, Quad, REL, Ratel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus 

Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson 

Benesch, Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and 

home trial facilities. Free installation. Customised 

multi-room systems. All major credit cards accepted. 

Full credit facilities available. 

Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30, Weds 10.00-6.30. 

www.musicmatters.co.uk 

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, Solihull, W. 

Midlands B92 SJL 

Tel: 0121 742 0254. Tues· Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 

10.00·6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk lffJ!1!1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, W. 

Midlands BYS IAB. 

Tel: 01384 444184. Tues · Sat 10.00-5.30 

Weds 10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk l;J!11J!1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, Sutton 

Coldfield, W. Midlands B73 SOT. 

Tel: 0121 354 2311. Tues · Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 

I 0.00·6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk 11'!1!11.J 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRmSH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street, Salisbury. 
Tel: 01722 322169/330841. www.movement· 
audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Analogue, B&W, 
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, Harmon Kardon, 
KEF, Marantz, Meridian (inc. Digital theatre). Mission, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost, Opera, 
Project, QED, Ratel, REL, Teac. Yamaha. Home 
Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi room and 
commercial installation specialists, service dept on 
site, high quality used equipment, projection TV and 
plasma. 2 demo rooms, credit facilities, 
Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon·Sat 9.30·5.30 

l;J.im!1 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, Hedon, Hull, 
HU12 8JH. tel 014S2 S91375. 
www.theaudioroom.co.uk. High quality two channel 
and home theatre needs catered for. Authorised 
agents for Linn Products, Nairn Audio, Spectral, 
Accuphase, Krell, Audio Research, Cyrus, Nagra, 
Sugden, Rega, Unison Research, Pathos, Ratel, 
Bowers and Wilkin, Focal JM Lab, Proac, Spender, 
Pen Audio, Sonus Faber, Koetsu, lyra, Ortofon, 
Grado, Stax, Audiophile Base, BCD, Hutter, 
Quadraspire, Stands Unique, Nordost, Siltech, The 
Chord Company, Townshend. We travel throughout 
the UK, and believe we offer the most 
comprehensive range of quality products available 
and a service that is unbeatable. Open Mon · Sat, 
9am · 6pm (later by appointment). Credit facilities 
and home demonstration available.Free and easy car 
parking available as well as a relaxed and 
comfortable environment assured. The North's 
friendliest and most complete dealer 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield 
Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 
727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274 
Email: info@thehifistudios .freeseive.co.uk 
Web thehifistudios.co.uk 

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room experts. 
Musrcal Fidelity, Tag Mclaren,Wadra, Anthony 
Ga I low, ProAc. Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, 
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAD, 
Michell Turntables, Audio Analogue, Living Voice, 
Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics, Opera, 
Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax 
Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL 
Subwoofers, Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Denon Home 
Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and 
demonstration by appointment. Home trials and free 
installation on hi·fi equipment. Credit card and 
finance facilities. Phone for more information. 
10am·6.30pm Tues·Fri, l0am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sunday & Monday. 11'!1!1.:..1 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 
01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 
Tel: 0197S 364500. Demonstration room, 
installation service. Easy parking and motorway 
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See main entry under 
Cheshire. 

To advertise in the fRE.fEIITIEI 
Dealer Directory, Call Stuart Harris on 

01 225 442244 ext 2221 Now! 
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ULTIMATE GROUP TEST>> LOUDSPEAKERS 

The latest loudspeakers are subjected to our uniquely 

rigorous group test regime, including ... 

® Acoustic Energy Aelite 3 

® Wharfedale Pacific Evo-20 

® Elac 85203.2 

® Epos M 12.2 

®Rega RS 

®Triangle Comete Es 

Give this farm (or a photocopy) ta your local newsagent ta 

guarantee your awn copy of Hi-Fi Choice reaches you every month 

Please reserve me a copy of Hi-Fi Choice every month 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address .................................................................. . 

................................................ Postcode ................ . 

Contact telephone no .................................................... . 

To tJte aewa:;eea� Cant act your magazine wholesaler ta order Hi·Fi Choice 

122 Hl·FI CHOICE I march 2005 

In-depth reviews 
of the most vital 
kit, including .... 
® Marantz SM 11-S l SACD/CD 

player and PM 11-S l amp 

® Gamut Audio 03 preamp 

® Nairn Stageline/i-Supply 
phono stage 

® Bosendorfer Austrian 
Classic 7 speaker 

® Ratel RA-03 integrated amp 

®van den Hui Condor XCM 
phono cartridge 

Plus ... 
Our regular round-ups of 
accessories and music, not to 
mention the latest news, views 
and features from hi-fi's 
smartest grapevine ... 

And much, much more! 

BE SURE NOT TO MISS 
BRITAIN'S MOST RELIABLE 
GUIDE TO REAL HI-FI 
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[ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Features 

DIY CORNER SPEAKERS 
Part 6 Crossover networks (slight return) 

A
s mentioned last month, placing a single 

capacitor in series with the tweeter will 

'block' low frequencies from reaching 

the voice coil. It's a 'high pass' filter. 

A single component such as this creates a 

'first-order' network, with a very gentle roll-on 

slope of 6dB per octave. This gentle slope 

requires top quality drivers that will continue 

to behave themselves well beyond their 

nominal operating ranges. 

This is one reason why most designers opt for 

the steeper slopes of second-, third- and 

sometimes even fourth-order networks. These 

give 12, 18 and 24dB/octave slopes using two, 

three and four components respectively. A 

2 SECOND HAND BUYER march 2005 

second-order network feed to a tweeter, for 

example, retains the capacitor in series with the 

tweeter, but adds an inductor 'across' (in parallel 

with) the tweeter ... and after the capacitor. 

The inductor - a 'low pass' filter - serves to 

remove more low frequencies by letting them 

bypass the tweeter. Third-order involves adding 

a second in-line capacitor after the inductor, 

and fourth-order adds a second inductor after 

the second capacitor. This sequence in reverse 

may be used to roll off a bass/mid driver. 

In order to get these different filter elements 

to add together properly and to create these 

steeper slopes - so the whole filter network is 

properly 'tuned' - their values must be chosen 

very carefully. Some designers deliberately 

avoid fourth-order filters because of the 

difficulty of achieving tight enough tolerances 

in production. HFC 

Paul Messenger 

DIY CONTACTS 

FALCON ACOUSTICS e 01493 751100 
(:� WW\'V.falcon-acoustics.co.uk 

WILMSLOW AUDIO e 01455 286603 
•; www.wil mslow·audio.co.uk 

IPL ACOUSTICS e 01271 867439 
o• www.iplacoustics .co.uk 

NEXT MONTH: Resistors and other crossover factors 



iiiiiiii l#PPPl•ltl 
1u1pH111I Normal System Price 

DEPOSIT 

Deferred 12 months 

£2600.00 

£10,393.00 

Interest free Option on Request 

A Perfect Partnership. 

With the Wadia 302 at the helm 

signalling accurate, detailed information 

into the absolutely amazing and 

innovative 70 watt integrated valve 

amplifier from T +A driving the full range 

of micro dynamics through the most 

elegant affordable speaker from the 

master craftsmen at Sonus Faber. Yes, 

we have the perfect partnership. A sonic 

alliance at, dare we say, a bargain price. 

* 
FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS; WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST. 

HIGH-END HOME DEMONSTRATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 

Right now we are offering our 
customers the opportunity to 
choose any system, or component 
upgrade for that matter with the 
option to pay just 20% deposit mid 
tl1en nothing to pay for 12 months. 
We are committed to making it 
easier for you to upgrade to yotu· 
dremi1 system. 

Take a look at our own featmed 

SYSTEM 1 ***** 

CYRUS CD8x 

ROKSAN Caspian Amp 

DYNAUDIO 42 Spkrs 

Normal System Price 

DEPOSIT 

Deferriid 12 months 

Interest Free Option on Request 

SYSTEM 4 ***** 

SHANLING CDT-100 

PATHOS Classic 1 Amp 

SPENDOR S6E Spkrs 

Normal System Price 

DEPOSIT 

Deferred 12 months 

Interest Free Option on Request 

SYSTEM 8 ******* 

THETA Compli Uni Plyr 

PATHOS lnpol 2 Amp 

WILSON BENESCH ACT 

Normal System Price 

DEPOSIT 

Deferred 12 monilis 

Interest Free Option on Request 

systems below. All of us at lg take 
considerable ptide in our 
endeavours to audition mid put 
togetl1er dremn systems. We are 
fortunate to be able to choose 
from the world's finest range of 
musical components. 

Whilst equipment reviews are 

helpful we quite often find that tl1e 
sum of tl1e pm1S do not actually 

SYSTEM 2 ***** 

QUAD CDP 

QUAD 99 Power 

QUAD 22L Spkrs 

Normal System Price 

work that well. Our ten featmed 
systems we know are totally 
compatible mid will provide a truly 
satisf)Wg musical e,xpe1ience. 

1n the final analysis we do feel 
that our guiding c1iteria has to be 
outright performance versus 
investment. 

We think we've got it right! 

SYSTEM 3 ***** 

UNICO CD player 

UNICO Amplifier 

SONUS Concerto Spkrs 

Normal System Price lf£££IH1I 
£500.00 DEPOSIT £600.00 

£1945.00 Deferriid 12 lllOllfhs £2399.00 

Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request 

SYSTEM 5 ****** SYSTEM 6 ****** 

MERIDIAN G08 CD Plyr 

COPLAND CSA29 Amp 

PROAC D 1 S Spkrs 

Normal System Price 

AUDIONET ART V2 CD 

KRELL KAV400xi Amp 

SONUS FABER Auditor 

Normal System Price 

liiffli!tl 
111oog1,:i1 
1tfU!i!•1 
'tl#Mt!il 

£1510.00 

£6036.00 

Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request 

SYSTEM 9 ******* SYSTEM 10 ******* 

AUDIO RESEARCH CD3 KRELL KPS28c CD Plyr 

MdNTOSH C2200/MC2101 AUDIO RES. LS25/VS110 

MARTIN LOGAN Odyssey WILSON Sophia Spkrs 

Normal System Price Normal System Price 

DEPOSIT 

Deferred 12 monilis £24,588.00 

Interest Free Option on Request Interest Free Option on Request 

KJ WEST ONE 

26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET 

LONDON WIG STY 

Tel: 020 7 486 8262/3 

PETERBOROUGH 

(01733) 341755 

Full System Reviews featured at 

www.kjwestone. corn 



hifisound 
30b Larchfield st, Darlington, DL3 ?TE 

01325 241888 
or email choice@hifisound.co.uk 

On Demonstration· NEW RANGES in our dem room ... 
Acoustic Energy Selected speakers 
Richard Allan LS3J5a -the best yeti 

Apollo Awa1d winning equipment supports 
Alacama Award winning equipment supports 

Audio Analogue New Puccini Settanta, Paganini 192/24 and Pomo items 
Opera The delightful Mini 

Roksan New Award wmnmg Cas�an M Series i!ems 
Target Great value supports -pretty too 

Triangle Selected models including the superb Antal ES 

Arcam 
Arcam 
Arcam 
Aud1olab 
AVI 
B&O 
8&0 
CambndgeAudio 
Kenwood 
Krell 
Marantz 
Marantz 
Maran1z 
Ma1an1z 
Mend1an 
Meridian 
Mend1an 
Micromega 
Micro mega 
Micromega 
Micro mega 
Micromega 
Musk:alF1del1ty 
Musical Fidelity 
Musical Fidelity 
Myryad 
Na•m 
NVA 
Quad 
Rogo 
Roksan 
Sooy 

USED ITEMS ... 
Dlgilal - CD, DVD etc 

Alpha 8-nr mint,remote 
Alpha SSE· nr mm!, remote 
CD72 • nr mm!. silver. remote 

BOOODAC - ex, boxed 
S2000Aeference · ex. superb 

CD3500 -eK.s!lver/black 
COX -ex, silver/black 

D1scmagi('}Oacmag1C • ex, nice combo for peanu1s 
DPl 100 -ex. v. underrated 

CO-DSP -ex. clear and smoked lids, remote, stunning 
COBO • ex. boxed lantastk: 80s heavyweight 

C060 • ex. remote 
CD46 • ex. remote 

DV4100 OSE • nr mmt. remote. boxed 
200 transport and matching dac • ex. superb combination 

208 • ex. with bu111 in preamp stage and matching 209 remote 
200 transport • ex. Trichord mod, excellen! 

Stage 1 ·ex. smooth sound on a budget 
Stage 5 • ex. sweet sounding player rrom renowned French manufacturer 

T-drive and T-dac • vgc. remote. superb sound. £1000s new 
Trio· ex. the u�1mate M1cromega 

Optic • nr mint, budget intro to 1he delights of Micromega 
X Ray -nr mmt. boxed 

X Act • m mmt box:ed 
X 1 OD • nr mint. boxed 

T20 ·black. nr mmt. boxed, remote, bargain! 
CDS • nr mint boxed, remote 

The Transparent Statement • vgc, crated. remo1e __ .ul1imate NVA 
67 • ex, sweet sounding player. much bener than 66 

Planet ·ex. black, well reviewed 
Caspian • nr mmt. Sliver. boxed. remote 

MDP8500 • nr mint. remote. laserdtSC. VCD. CD, PAL. N5TC 
Amplifiers 

Adcom Pre Tuner and Power - bargam 
AMC 244S • ex. well reviewed weighty poweramp 
Arcam C200 -ex, boxed pre 
Arcam SA200 ·ex, boxed power 
Arcam SA200 · ex. boxed pair monos 
Arcam Alpha 10 integrated -ex. boxed 
Arcam Alpha 10 integrated DAVE. nr mint 
Arcam A6S+ · ex display, boxed, remote, silver 
Arcam P75 • ex display, remote. silver 
AudiO Analogue Puccim • nr mm!, well reviewed integrated 
Audiolab 8000A -ex. black 
Aud1olab 60000 · nr mint. boxed. remote 
Aud1olab 80005 • nr mint 
Aud1on Silver Knights -Stunning boxed vaJve monoblocks 
AVI S2000MP/S2000MMs -vgc. pre and pair monoblocks. will drive iust about anything! 
Creek 4330 • ex. 5tereoph1le l0<mer 'Budget component of the Year' 
Creek P52se • nr mmt. boxed. superb stereo power 
Crimson 510/520 ·ex, boxed, banery pre. lovely combo 
Cyrus 7 • ex. blaclo;, boxed 
Exposure X rn1egrated -nr mint. boxed. black 
Harman Kardon Citatioo 17 arn:l 19 • vgc. boxed 
Harman Kardon PM655 -nr mint. variable capacitance phono stage 
Heybrock C2 and P2 Pre/Power combo -ex. boxed 
Linn LK1f0irak ·ex. black. mm/me exceptional vim 
Linn 
Magnum 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Michell 
Mission 
Mission 
Musical Fidelity 
Musical Fidelity 
Musical Fidelity 
NAO 
NAIM 
Onix 
Pioneer 
Pr1mare 
Ouad 
Ouad 
Quad 
Quad 
Quad 
Rogo 
Roksan 
Ro1el 
Rotel 

Acous11cEnergy 
Acoustic Energy 
Acoustic Energy 
Acoustic Energy 
AVI 
AVI 
ATC 
Castle 
Celeshon 

''°' 
''°' 
Heybrock 
Impulse 
Impulse 
Linn 
Linn 
Lumley 
M1ss1on 
Mission 
Mission 
Mission 
Mission Cyrus 
M1ss1onCyrus 
Mon1torAud10 
MomtorAudio 
Monitor Audio 
MomtorAudio 
MomtorAudio 
Mordaunt Short 
Mordaunt Short 
OED 
QUAD 
Roga 
AEL 
Rogers 
Sequence 
Spender 
5!ands U mQue 
Tandberg 
TDL 
TDL 
Wharfedale 

A1wa 
Cyrus 
Cyrus 
Nakamich1 
Quad 
Quad 
Rolel 
Sugden 

Audio Techmca 
AVI 
8&0 .. ,., 
lxos 

Mission 
Pure 
Ou ad 
Sennhe1ser 

LK100 · nr mint, boxed 
MP300fMF125 x2 -ex, pre and monoOlock.s 

60Ss • ex. boxed pair monoblock.s 
505s -ex. boJCed pair monblocks 

20Ss • eJC. pair monoblocks 
501 • ex. boxed wrth phono stage 

555-ex 
501/50S x2 -oombmat1on as above 

Arecto -ex, Monoblock.s 
Cyrus One -from 

Cyrus Two and PSX-gc, nextel lmish 
X-A2. nr mm!. boxed integrated 

X-P100-nr mrnt. boxed remote pre 
X-AS100 -m mint. boxed power 

352 -ex display, boxed. 11tanium 
Na1t 3·ex, boxed 

A021S ·ex great 60s mtegra1ed 
A300 • ex. phono 

A20 . nr mint integrated 
40512 · good, brown 

33/3031FM3 · nr mm! 
33/303 ·ex 

34/306 nr mmt, grey, boxed, you wont find bener 
500 • good, pair monblocks 

Luna nr m1n1, black. boXed. better than a Bno or Mira 
Caspian • nr mint. silver. boxed. remote 
AB03 power -ex display. boxed silver 

AC995 -nr mini remote pre 
AE1055E ·ex, red cherry limsh. boxed 

AEl -ex, black grittex 
AE1 mk2 ·ex. black ash c/w fluted stands 

AE2 -ex, piano black cJw fluted stands 
Nu Neutron -vgc, amazing baby 

Pro Nine -vgc, original version. tast \aught sound 
SCM20 -nr mint. boxed, yew finish 
Durham 900 ·good, larger booksheM 

5000 · vgc nbbon standmounl 
MIS-nr m1nt. l1ght cherry, boxed 

ES14 nr mini. boxed 80s classie clw dedica1ed stands 
HB100 -vgc, superb vim 

H6 -lair. but great sound 
H2 - ex. very efficient horn loaded monsters 

Kaleigh -good, black, fully boxed 
Kan-ex.black,cJw matchrngstands 

LM2.5 ex.4 driver design with famous Audax gold tweeter 
7S2 • vgc, rosewood lloorstander 

763i -ex. black lloorstander. boxed 
70 centre -ex display, boxed 

77ci -ex display, boxed 
780-ex. black larger bookshelf 
781 -ex. black larger bookshelf 

56 • nr mmt, bo)Ced 
Studio Centre -ex display. boxed 

R700MO -nr mrnl, black 
Bronze 82 -nr mint cherry. boxed 

Silver S2 • nr mint mahogany. boxed 
912 ·ex display, boxed 
914 ·ex display, boxed 

Ana ·ex display. boxed m1m surrounds 
ESL63-nr mmt 

Ayla · ex, boxed preny hnle cherry floorstander 
050-ex. black 

Studio Monitor -Ongmal vgc, with stands· suit valve amps 
200 -ex. cherry and grey. c/w dedicated s1ands 

SP1 • ex,clw stone stands 
Son1Que AV1 -nr mint, boxed 

Studio Momtor ·Ex, large s1andmoun1 
Studio 1 -vgc. wood l1msh transmission line 

RTL2-ex. black 
Pacific P130 -nr mint boxed. light cherry, eKceHent 

Tuners and Tape 
ADF850 -vgc, 3 head 

FM7.5 nr mint, Sliver, d1g11al, presets. boxed 
Origrnal"Mission'tuner-vgc 

CR4E-vgc. black 
66FM-ex 

FM4 -nr mmt. grey, boxed 
RT02 -eK display. boxed. silver 

OTFM -gc, rare, matches A48mk3 etc 
Systems, cables and miscellaneous 

2000 series -Rei cl 1�r���c
a

sZ1�1�1��s -----
2200 system -ex. turntable. cassette and tuner. 1nc speakers 

DT231 gatactic·new 
1014 -new 1m interconnect 
1014 - new Sm interconnect 

Stance· ex display, silver 
Evoke·ex display 

341306/FM4 -all nr mmt. boxed. wnh matching rack 
15380 · new. mlrared 

Call 01325 241888 and don't be frightened of the machine, 
or email choice@hifisound.co.uk 

ITEMS TO SELL? 
CALL US -WE WILL GIVE YOU MORE 

COMMISSION SALES TOO! 

199 
349 
249 
299 
599 
279 
279 
199 

69 
1499 

199 
69 
49 

129 
449 
399 
349 
179 
249 
799 

1449 
129 
499 

119 
249 
699 

1749 
499 
199 
449 
149 

399 
199 
1'9 
199 
399 
299 
379 
199 
199 
279 
229 
379 
329 

1199 
999 
199 
249 
279 
'29 
199 
399 
119 
349 
199 
299 
599 
799 
699 
599 
349 
349 

1179 
699 

70 
229 
399 
399 
399 
249 
299 
179 

99 
379 
225 
2'9 
179 
429 
249 
179 
399 
199 
299 
199 
395 
595 
999 
299 
299 
799 

99 
249 
449 
325 

79 
299 
799 
249 
249 
499 
229 
119 

69 
99 
99 
99 

299 
299 
149 
129 
199 
149 
199 

39 
Due rn 

199 
199 
199 
149 
299 
179 
399 
249 
119 
299 

79 
279 

99 
425 
379 
299 
199 

39 
1499 

199 
30 
15 
25 
49 
69 

699 
40 

turntable"'orld! 
Like to audition a number of different decks in one place? 

Love to compare a modified tonearm with the original on the same deck 
Want to hear a new cartridge for yourself before you buy? 
Never found anywhere interested enough to do it for you? 

Alchemist Alphos on 
Alp�ason 
Aud1olob Audi on EAR 
Chord 
Cree k 
Cree k 
Dual 
Gorrord 
Gorrord 
Garrard 
Garrard 
Gorrord Linn Linn Linn Linn Linn Linn Linn Linn Linn Linn l ogic Michell Michell Michell Michell 

Read on fellow sufferer •.. 

For some time now its been nigh on impossible to make informed choices about 
analogue products because while reviews are a great start point, no reviewer has 

your individual listening preferences - let alone your very own personal ears. 

We are here to offer every customer the chance to decide for themselves what 
they like, by offering genuine choice and service in what we call 'turntableworld' 
From January 2005, our dedicated dem room will be available and filled with 

selected products from the manufacturers you have come to know and love. 

Whether it's time to spend scary money or just the hundred quid starter deck 
you're after, you'll still be talking to someone who is genuinely interested. 

turntableworld has selected items from: 
Audio Technica 

Clearaudio 
Dynavector 

Gold ring 
Grado 

Graham Slee Projects 
G F C Hadcock 

Lyra 
Michell Engineering 

Moth 
Nottingham Analogue 

Origin Live 
Ortofon 
Project 

SME 
Sumiko 

Transfiguration 
Trichord Research 

Wilson Benesch 

••• all on dem right now! 
Plus our own range of accessories 

including a great wall shelf with twin level 
acrylic platform and two superb digital 
stylus pressure gauges from just £29!!! 

We can also offer: 
Home dems by arrangement 

Full set up in your home - whatever the deck 
Free loan of company anorak when you're feeling lonely 

Free amateur counselling for CD lovers 
With part exchange upgrades continuing to be our speciality, you'll also have 
access to the widest range of used items in the UK - many from manufacturers 

you'd half forgotten existed, and still supported by our in house warranty of course. 

USED ITEMS 
Brogi ph�o st{AI ond Fors.eti p/s �gc, sufbjrb 

k
Aexi�le stoge 

��� noto ��u;t�����fght 
·��h' oc a s 299 

8000PPA5��TI�� �!��� v.alv:g�h:��·�:���age, rare ��� 83AP ·fair, mm/me switchoble versi on 549 Ph on o stage -ex, stunning 999 OBHB -ex, mm stoge 79 OBH9 -ex, me stage 99 CS5000 - nr mint, 33/ 45/78, semi outo,in mah ogony 179 301 /SME 3009 -ex, block sandwich plinth 699 401 • nr mint m ot or unit 179 401 • nr mint, b oxed m ot or unit 249 401 • ex, plinthed 199 401/_SME 3009 -ex, 9or9 e ovs Apheli on plinth A99 lPl 2/lmgo/lttokLVll/Tro1ka - nr mint, block, bo,.ed 1199 LPl 2/lingo/ltt oklVlll/ Aso ka - nr mint, r osenul, b oxed 1199 LPl 2/Volhal�ltt oklVll • nr mint, black, b oxed 699 LPl 2/ A[PJ29/Vjh�{i:J�kit�r .':�'. �\��t, b oxed 
1 ��� LPl 2/Valholla/LVX ·(}!:· block 479 LPl 21 ArSa�n:��°xn:���, bl�c

vrc, black i�� Al<is, Bosi k plus - vgc, bloc k 249 
ltto k 6�� Q leit!��

k ,
_ ��:����nolf 1 � �h!lie2n��ode 

��� 
(Transc��j�1QCn_c:x�yt��� �r�(e ��id arm 

��� Gyrodec/RB�ad:ZS(/RBfoO�::sb��i; 
,;
;tt��'msm oked case 

��� 

turntableworld! Is a hugely subsidised subsiduary of hifisound 
30b Larchfield st, Darlington, DL3 7TE 

01325 241888 
or email turntablechoice@hifisound.co.uk 

1399 1199 19A9 1999 229 269 179 159 79 119 599 129 199 499 349 379 
89 249 149 179 175 79 

Due in 999 
879 749 149 249 579 799 2499 



[ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Trading Pages 

definitive audio 
Definitive Audio creates a quality of musical experience that is irresistible. 
We achieve this using some of the world's most splendid contraptions and by 
employing a value system that places musical considerations above all 
others. 

Our inventory includes the tantalising KSL Kondo amplifiers from Japan. We 
have the M7 Line, M7 Phono, M77 Phono, the Neira Integrated and of 
course the extraordinary Gakuoh. We also have a range of single minded 
amplifier designs from, amongst others, Border Patrol, Art Audio and Sugden. 
Our Aladdin's cave of analogue treasures includes 12 choices of moving coil 
cartridge, the Kuzma Airline, Triplanar 6, and SME Series V tonearms. 
Keeping this company is an enviable selection of turntables including the 
Scheu range and the unequivocal SME Model 30 and Kuzma Stabi Reference. 

We have the complete range of Living Voice loudspeakers including the 
internationally celebrated Avatar OBX-R2. 

More importantly we have an attitude and an intent that breathes new life, 
interest and fascination into your relationship with music. 
Call us for an informal chat or to arrange an appointment. 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items 

Musical Fidelity Tri Vista SACD player. 12 months. Boxed, shiny. 

Musical Fidelity Tri Vista Amplifier, 12 months. Boxed, shiny. 

Lavardin phone stage. Rare bird. 

Sonus Faber integrated amplifier. 

DCS Elgar Plus, Purcell, Verdi, Verona. Fully current spec including firewire. 
05/01 certificated except Verona (01/04). Four box CD playing solution. 
Sugden A21A Integrated amp with phone stage. Very good condition+ box 

Nagra PLP pre-amplifier. Looks good. 

Clearaudlo TOI Master Reference tonearm - massive acrylic linear tracking 
thing - unusual opportunity - spotless and as new but no box. Major mental 
health problem forces sate. Giveaway -
Merlin Music Systems VSM Millennium loudspeaker. Obscure here, popular 
there - unusual US design with cult following - includes BAM bass module. 
Living Voice Avatar 2 - European Maple - scrumptious. 
Living Voice OBX-R Mk 1. Even more scrumptious. 

Aloia PST 11.01i Hi-end 2 box line pre-amp - spotless - boxed. 

Art Audio PX25 - 5 watt stereo power amp - big with Lowther fans. 

Nott'm Analogue lnterspace with Space arm and Living Voice Mystic Mat. 
Tom Evans Micro Groove - moving coil phono stage- 0.6rnv/1Kohm 

ATC SCM7 - cute mini-monitors on saucy bright finish Partington stands 
Ruark Crusader II loudspeakers. Stack. Good condition. 

Eastern Electric Mini-Max all valve line pre-amp. New and boxed - half price 

Epos ES30 loudspeaker - substantial floorstander - some marks - giveaway 

Cardas Neutral Reference 2.5m speaker cable with spade term - new 
Cardas Neutral Reference 1 m interconnect - new 

Art Stiletto Ebony plus Orelle 100 CO player and amplifier. 1 lot boxed - new 
Canary Audio Stock Clearance - High End bargain time 

CA309 - 45 watt 3006 monos. Fantastic sound and build. Illustrious giants 
with champagne facia. Boxed, almost new 

CAJOJ - 22 watt 3008 monos. Beautiful sounding amp. 100 hours use at one 
Hi-Fi show. Boxed. Bargain. 

CA301 - 22 wait stereo power amp. Huge performance for giveaway price 

CA801 - Two box dual mono line pre-amp. Very serious state of affairs 

Sale 

£3000 

£3000 

£1500 

£700 

£16000 

£700 

£4000 

£1500 

£2500 

£2000 
£2600 

£1500 

£2500 

£550 

£300 

£400 

£700 

£400 

£499 

£500 

£300 

£1900 

£4000 

£3500 

£2500 

£2250 

LIVING VOICE 

New 

£4000 

£4000 

£2500 

£1500 

£24000 

£1050 
£7500 

£3860 

$9000 

£2700 
£4000 

£2800 

£4500 

£1180 

£400 

£700 

£800 

£775 

£500 

£3650 

£10000 

£7250 

£5450 

£4500 

e 
I 

I 

Auditorium Avatar 
Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice 

Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year 
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice 

"The Avatar is a near perfect balance of size, bandwidth. 
efficiency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small 
footprint deliver a genuine 94db sensitivity, and excel 
when it comes 10 delivering the scale, vibrance and colour 
of the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cul 
straight to the heart of a performance, unlocking the music 
trapped in the recording, whilst its refinement makes it 
equally at home with bolh basic and surprisingly expensive 
amplification." 

AMEX VISA 
Tel 0115 973 3222 

internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk 
MASTERCARD 

Fax 0115 973 3666 
email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk 

brluhton mi� 
OJ�c:{J1j exchange � Si 
dave@hifiguy.co.uk 014i4 lOI 157 

www.hifiguy.co.uk 07734 436 180 
> we are the south coasts 
leading stockists of q. u

. 
ality 

new, used and ex-cfrm 
Hi·fi equipment. 

· we update our website 
('Vc1·yday with used and 
ex-dem equipment so 
v1s1t regu f;1rly ! 

>we will travel anywhet·e 
in the country to pick up 
or del lvc-r your equipment. 

>world-wide shipping 

JUST ARRIVED 
ALON ELITE SIGNITURE MK2s 
AUDIO RESEARCHVT I JOSE 
CARTRIDGEMAN MUSICMAKER CARTRIDGE 
EXPOSURE SUPER 18 POWERAMP 
EXPOSURE SUPER 21 PREAMP 
EXPOSURE SUPER I S  INTEGRATED 
FIDELITY RESEARCH FX64SIMC702 
KEF REFERENCE 2s 
KEF 107 MK2s 
LIVING VOICE AUDITORIUM AVATAR 
LONDON SUPERGOLD S3 CARTRIDGE 
MAGNUM DYNAUl.BS 108 
ORACLE MK I [like new] 
PANASONIC iH42PW5 
PLINIUS ODEON 5 CHANNEL AMP 
PLINIUS SI 00 MK3 POWERAMP 
PLINIUS Ml4 PHONOSTAGE 
RUARK EQUINOX 
SME 30/2 +NEW SME V goldp rint 
TRANSPARENT ULTRA 6M PAIR 
TOM EVANS THE VIBE/PULSE PSU 

ACCUPHASE DS-1200 POWER CLEANER 
AUDIO PROJECT AP60 INTERGRATED 
AUDIO RESfARCH CUl.SSIC 120 MONOBLOCKS 
AUDIO RESEARCH LSl6 MK2 
AUDIO RESEARCH VS I  10 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT I SO MONOBLOCKS 
BAT VK 60 
CARDAS GOLDEN CROSS I M  BAL INTERC 
CAT REFERENCE PRE 
CLEARADIO EVOLUTION/TANGENTTAOOI A RM 
CONRAD

J
OHNSON I 7LS MK2 PREAMP 

CONRAD OHNSON MF2500 POWERAMP 
CONRAD OHNSON PREMIER 10 PREAMP 
CONRAD OHNSON ART 2 PREAMP 
CONRAD OHNSON PREMIER 11 
CONRAD OHNSON PV8 PREAMP 
CROFT C ARISMA 3 PREAMP 
DCSVERDI LASCALA/ELGAR PLUS 
DEUVEL VENUS SPEAKERS 
GAMUT CD I R  
GOERTZAG3 DIVINITY SPKR CABLE 4metres X2 
GRYPHON CALISTO INTERATED �FF ROWUl.ND 8TI POWERAMP 
EFF ROWUl.ND SYNERGY PREAMP 

HAMA CERAMIQUE CE3s 
LINN KATAN SPEAKERS 
LUMLEY ST70 VALVE POWERAMP 
MARANTZ MA24 MONOBLOCKS 
MARK LEVINSON 383 INTEGRATED 
MARK LEVINSON ML380 PREAMP 
MICHELL ALECTO MONOBLOCKS 
MICHELL GYRODEC SE/RB300 
MUSICAL FIDELITY DVD I 
NAIM NAP90/NAC62K PRE/POWER 
NAIM NAIT 3 INTERGRATED 
NORDOSTVALHALA I .SM SPEAKER CABLE [BIWIRE] 
PROAC POINT FIVES 
REFERENCE 3A ROYAL VIRTUOSOS 
REVEL FSO SPEAKERS 
TOM EVANS THE GROOVE PLUS 
WADIA 7&9 REFERENCE 4 BOX CD PLAYER 
WILSON SYSTEM 7 [AS NEW] 
WILSON MAXX 
VAESSEN B.O.X SPEAKERS 
VTL 85 VALVE POWER AMP 
ZINGALI OVERTURE 2s 

£4,500 
£2,795 

£275 
£350 
£300 
£295 
£595 
£600 
£995 

£1,600 
£300 

£2,850 
£500 

£1,000 
£3,200 
£1,700 
£1,500 

£550 
£7,500 
£I ,OOO 
£3,250 

lJ,500 
£400 

£2,400 
£1,900 
£2,500 
£2,995 
£1,900 

£350 
£1,900 
£ 1,500 
£2,750 
£1,900 

£995 
£6,000 
£1,600 

£500 
£ 1,500 

£!0,995 
£950 

£ 1,500 
£ 1,500 
£2,400 
£5,995 
£1,900 
£1,800 

£350 
£650 

£ 1,200 
£3.500 
£2.250 

£895 
£650 
£350 
!295 
£325 

£ 1,700 
£ 1,700 
£2,450 
£3,500 
£2.650 
£6,500 

£15,995 
{ 16,500 

£ 1,300 
£850 

£1,000 

We are also agents for the following 
products and many others: 

£9,000 
£8,000 

£575 
£800 
£800 
£800 

£N/A 
£NIA 
£N/A 

£2,700 
£695 

£5.800 
£NIA 

£3,800 
£7,000 
£4.000 
£2,800 

£NIA 
£12,000 

£3,200 
£4,800 

£6,000 
£1.200 
£8.000 
£3,700 
£4.000 

£14,000 
£4,500 

£895 
£5,000 
£2,500 
£5.300 
£4,000 
£3,500 

£16,000 
£3.750 
£2.000 

£NIA 
£20.000 

£1,800 
£2.750 
£5,000 
£4.500 

£14,000 
£5,500 
£5.000 

£600 
£2.450 
£2.800 
£6.000 
£4.500 
£2.000 

£995 
£1,500 
£1,200 

£N/A 
£4.000 
£3.500 
£4.400 
£6.500 
£3.850 

£23.000 
£22.000 
£38,000 

£2.800 
£1,850 
£2.495 



Trading Pages [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer] 

WAS NOW WAS NOW 

ACOUSTICS ARTS ANP 2 200 WPC POWER AMP 5375 Mllll£U R PSU OC MOTOR Ntw 315 

AUOlOAllAlOGUE PAGAlllN12�CllP!AYER � 600 EXIMUS O�DAC1'RE241192 BAlANCED ClASS A 2531 

UNISONRESEARCH UNICOlllPVYER 1195 1195 Mllll£LL GYRO SEIRBJOO ARM 1128 

AlPllASONAKllOS2 SPEAl<fR STANOS BOX!OMINT 60 30 Mllll£U ORBE SME BOARD Ntw 2413 

AUDIO AllALOGUE BELLINI PRE AMP Ml.IMC REMO IT 62S 450 CLEARAUD BLUEMOTIONTURNTABLE 3 YEARS WARllOOY 695 

ACOUSTICS ARTS POWER I INITGRATEO AMP 1311l!1C 3690 CLEARAUD�EMOTIO�TURNTABLE 3 YEARS WARRANTY 655 

MO!IR�ASTY CO Pl.AYER 24196 995 595 MICHHL TECllOOEC WITH RB 300 ARM Ntw TOO 

AUOIO AllALOOUE llONIZETI MOH06LOCKS 1150 J95 MiCHHllSO/llfRA MCP1IOll:ISTACEUSED 600 295 

ACOIJSTICSAllTS PREAMPI INC REMOTE CONTROl 23511 CASASSEPIANOSA SPEAl<fRSCHERRYFINISHN£W 525 

AIKllO AllALOOUE PRIMO SffiANTA INT AMP JO WPC 425 TRAHSFffiURATION AR�MC CARTRIOOE0.361l'I 600 

GRAAf VEN�INOUE INTANP 2300 1500 TRAllSF�URAmN TEMPER MC CARTRIOOE 0.38 ll'I 2250 

AUOIO VALVE ECUPSE PREAMPBAlANCEO 2100 CABA.ISEXOS 5 WAYSPEAl<fR SYSTEM INCSUBNEW 995 695 

AUOIO VALVE ASSISTANT20S INTEGRATED AMP 1500 SITLLOP200 PREAMP RCAIBAIANCEO 1195 

AUD�NOTE OTOPHOHOINTAMP NEW 1899 1899 STEUD A13201NITGRATEDAMP 1685 

A�VALVE AVll.ONMOl!lPOWERIMIS 1450 SITLLO DP 200 DA1.i1'RE AMP RCMIAWICED 1495 

Cl.EARAUOIO SYMPllONO PHONO STAGEl'.C no SITUD S200STEREO POWERAMP100YIPC 1495 

ACCllSTICSARTSDACI 321384KHl�A COIMRTER mi CASASSETHOR ACTMSUB 995 

EXIMUS SI POWER AMP 100'llPC RCIJXl.R INP\IT 1531 VIRTUAL DYNAMICS POWER 3 CABLE 6 �LONG 125 

AOOUSTICS ARTSPl.AYER 1 1� �95 VIRTUAL DYNAMICS OA�D RCA I MTR PR 380 

A� lAB S!RIES Ntw POWER AMP 100'llPC 12!9 CASASSE SUMATRARllORSTANDING SPEAl<fRS CHERRY 1400 995 

AUOLSAEUP!NPOWER CABLESFUl.L RANCE POA OP!RACAllAS SPEAXERS 1695 1295 

A� NEW LAB SERIES PRE AMP OPTOOI. PHOllMJAC 13!9 OREllECA IOOi�OOPRE POWER NEW 1998 POA 

A� LABS!RIESCO PLAYERSUPERB NEW 1399 PATllOS ClASSC DHE INITGRAITO AMPTOWPC 1315 

AURUM CANTOS LEISURE 3SE STANOMOUNT SPKS 1200 J95 ORELLEIOOEVO CO Pl.AYER EXDEM 1499 1199 

A� LAB SERIES INTEGRAITD AMP 200 WPC NEW STUNN!�G 1499 1499 ORHLE SA llllVll INT AMP 8111/PC RIC NEW 1199 POA 

BLL!NOTEBALDINOTII MC CARTRlllGE 1400 ORIGINLMAURORAGOLD TURNTABLENEW 1470 14JO 

6LUENOTE SORROMEO TONEARM 999 ORIGINLMENCOIJNTER TONEARMNEW 9JO 9JO 

6lUENOTElllJ.AlE REFERENCEOUALJTY BOOKSll!�SPEAXERS 1800 ORIGIN LM ILLUSTRIOUS TONE ARM Ntw 1570 ISJO 

SLUEllOTE B£LEA�STA SIGNATURETURNTA6LE I� ORIGIN LMRESOl.UTION TURNTABLE NEW 1970 19JO 

6LACKRHOOIUM SYMPllOllYI MTRPR INTERCONNECTS 95 JO PllNUS 9100 INT AMP 240WPCC40HMS EX DIM 1700 1250 

BLACK RllOOIUM CONC!RTO I MIR PMR NEW 135 95 PllN!US P8 POWER AMP 200WPCl!&IHMS 2250 

SLACK RllOOIUM SYMPHONY 2 MTR PMR ISO 135 PllNIUS M8PREAMP INC REMOTECONTROL nso 

BLACK RHODIUM HARMONY I MTR PMR NEW 60 45 PRIMARE AIO INT AMP EXCEllENT CONDITION BOX!D 2J5 

MON RIO MP2 POWER AMP 135 WPC 11195 795 PSS ALPllA 6 ACTM SUBWOOFER AS NEW 500 m 

6LACll RllOOllUM ORATORIO I METRE PMR Ntw 597 3J5 RUARllPROLOOUE ONESPKlllNFINISH B-OXEOUSED 995 450 

CRITT VITA PREAMPN£W 990 RUARll�TAI005 1 SPK SYSITMlllt RUARKACTIVESUB 1695 750 

CRITT MN STAR POWER AMPS NEW FROM 1500 RUARll�TAl20 5.I SYSTEM NEW 1695 1500 

CRITT DAKSHINI All VALVE POWER AMP NEW 3000 RUARllPRELUOlll NEW � SOO 

CRITT GCL INTEGRATED AMP 40WPC NEW 1250 OEO FUtL 111.�GE PO! 

6LACll RllODIUM REOOIEM I I METRE PMR NEW 1247 SOO RUARllPROLOOUEllLOIJDSPEAKERS NEW 1250 

OENSON 030 POWER AMP 200WPCC4 OHMS STUNNING l;:xJ 595 SENNHE5ER RS85\\1RELESS HEAllPHONESNEW 159 

BLACll RllOIUM ORATORIO I METRE DIGITAL NEW 2'lJ SME MOOEl 10 TURNTABLE Ntw 2643 

Cl.EARAUOIO C!IANPIONTURNTIBLE 810 SME S!RIESNARM BOXEOUNUSEO 1126 IOOI 

Cl.EARAUOIO MATRIX RECllROCLEANERMACllM l•!MI SME SER, ES V ARM NEVER USEO MINT 1615 1400 

Cl.EARAUO�MICRO BASIC PHONOSTIGE Mllll: 230 SME ml TURNTA6LE INC SERIES V ARM �n 

EAR314 TRAHSISTORPREAMP NEW 2400 SME V ARM EXCELLENT CONDITIONBOXEO 995 

UNISON RESEARCH UNICO OIJAL MONO POWER AMP 200J 1395 111REmRLD ECLIPSEREfERENCE INTIMTRNEW 499 

EAR834 INT AMP B-OXEO NEW 2440 \\1REmRlO ATLANTIS 51 MIR INTERCONNECTS NEW 149 

EAR 834P CHROME OHUXE M�1.IC PllONO NEW 975 SOUHOORGAll�TIOllFUl.L RAHGE POA 

EAR834P MM,1,1C PHDNOSTAGE NEW 715 \\1REmRlO EOOllj()X 5 FOR NAIM OWNERS Dl�O N 1119 

EAR8!MIPOWER AMP JO WPC CIASS A NEW 31175 STAX SR OOJ'5RM007EARSPEAKERS Ntw 2495 

EAR 899 INT�RE AMP JO WPC CLASS A NEW 31511 STAX SRS 2020 MK2 EARSPEAXERS Ntw 349 

EAR 8L6 INTEGRA!ED�RVMAIN AMP NEW 26!l STAXSRS4040 SYSITM SIGNATURE2 NEW 995 

EAR HEADPllDNE AMPHP4 NEW ms SUM,K0 6LACKBIRD MC CARTRIOGEN£W 589 

EAR864PREAMP NEW 1850 SUMIKO PEARL MM CARTRIDGE NEW 65 

ELACCl. 3102JHSPEAKERS NEW 799 SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL evo 111 MC NEW 239 

ELAC200ESP ACTIVESUSWOOfERNEW J99 \\1REWORLD SOlSTltE 51 MTR INTERCONNECT Ntw 69 

ElAC555 CENTRE 3 WAY CENTRSPK CHERRY FINISH 599 \\1REWORLD FULL RANGE OF AWARD WINNING CABLES 

ElACCl. 3301JEllNCSTAllOS NEW 2499 \\1REWllRLDSTARL�HT 5 HOMI IM!RCASLE 199 

GAMUTI MTRTE�ON COATEO INTERCONNECTSRCIJXl.R 195 TRICHORDIOOIPOWERSLOCK NEW 4J5 425 

ELAC F20 CINEMA SPEAKERS FREESTANrnNG/GLASS BASE 499 TRICHORD OILPll!NI MKMIEVER CO!INECTEO PSU Ntw 12JO 

GAMUT 03 PRE AMP BALANCED ltl'OUT 3430 TRICHDRD DINOPSU NEW m 

GAMUT D200 MllJ POWER AMP NEW 200WPC 39!!1 TRICHDRDREASEARCH500POWERBlOCKNEW 315 285 

GAMUT M200 MONOBLOCKS200WPC 6100 TRICHDRDRESEARCH DELPlllNI MK2 PHONO+LARGE PSUN£W 995 � 

GRAllORSIHEAOPHONES NEW J50 VDH P85.8MTR INITRCONNECT N£W 35 20 

HALCRO OM8PRE AMPIRCAIBAl.ANCED 9480 VDHTHE SOURCEHB 0.8 METRE NEW 65 35 

HALCRO OM JS STEREO AMP 181r//PC 13550 �VAllACODX400 HEAllPHO�ES NEW 2'l 20 

HALCllO MCAJO J CHANNEL POWER AMP 5100 �VAllACOFMHSOOIFMHEADPHONESllEW 99 69 

LYRA ARGOMC CARTRIOGE NEW i95 \\1REWORLO SOLSTICE 5 SPK CABLE 

LYRA HEllKON MC CARTRIOOE NEW 1145 AWAR0\\1NNER fRllM£132 

lYRAHEUKON SL MC CARTRIOOE Ntw 1149 WIREWORLD EOOINOX I INTERCONNECT I MTR Pll 219 

lYRA llORWI MC CARTRIDGE NEW 495 \\1REWORLO RAINBOW 5 INTERCONNECT 149 

·AGENTS 
FOR 

EAR, TRICHORD, AUDIONOTE, MICHELL MYRYAD, 

AVI, STAX, LAT, ELAC, RUARK, SME, PLINIUS BLACK RHODIUM, 

LYRA, SUMIKO, OED, GAMUT, ORIGIN LIVE ORELLE, WIREWORLD, 

TRANSFIGURATION, AU RUM CANTUS 

ACOUSTICS ARTS, HALCRO, STELLO, CLEARAUDIO ALOIA, 

SHUN MOOK, CROFT AUDIOVALVE, VIRTUAL DYNAMICS 
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READER CLASSIFIED 
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 

best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages are 

a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 

want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 

place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words, 

FOR SALE 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE2A 

speaker stands, lead filled, the 

best available (£530) £280 ovno. 

Mint and boxed Andy 0115 

9126424 (Midlands). 

ALMOST 600 classical CDs, 

mostly piano works. £2-£3 each 

or E 1,000 for the lot. Wayne 

02920 369052 (Cardiff) 

ARCAM ABO integrated amp 

and Arcam PBO power amp, 

black, boxed, (El,000) £500. 

07891 533084 (Swansea) 

AVI BIGGATRON RED SPOT 

speakers in cherry, mint, boxed, 

£320. 01903 247779 (Sussex). 

AVI PRO NINE loudspeakers in 

cherry, excellent condition, boxed, 

£395. AVI S2000 preamp and 

monoblock power amps (includes 

MM/MC phone stage), excellent 

condition, boxed, £975. Hi-Fi 

News magazines, January 1991 

to date, some in binders, offers. 

Audio Technica OC9 MC 

cartridge, needs re-tip, £30. 

01942 891741 (Wigan). 

AVI S2000 preamp, £975, AVI 

S2000 CD player, £385. All 

purchased new, three years ago, 

mint, with boxes. Julian 07795 

671932 (Nuneaton). 

AUDIOLAB 8000T AM/FM 

tuner. Non-working and needs 

attention. Very good cosmetic 

condition. New cost £800, 

sensible offers. Steve 07973 

334623 (Solihull, West Mids). 

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX 

Discrete variable DAC. Upsamples 

to 706K, SACD and DVD-A 

compatible, 18 months old, mint, 

(£6,000) £3,000. Ian 07941 

424322 (Warwickshire). 

AVI S200MP MC/ MM preamp 

£395. TAG Mclaren DAC20, as 

new £495. Acoustat Spectra II, 

electrostatic hybrids, £400. 

01363 83072 (Devon). 

B&W DM601 S3 loudspeakers, 

black ash, as new, boxed, E 150. 

Atacama Nexus 6 stands £40. 

OED original bi-wire cable, 2 x 

Sm, terminated, £25 or £200 for 

the lot. 07810 850118 (Wigan). 

CASTLE HARLECH floorstanders 

(yew). Great condition, boxed, 

£350. 01903 717826 (W Sussex). 

CYRUS PRE X, CDS, Power amps 

(Mono X) x2. All finished in silver. 

Pro Ac D 15 speakers, finished in 

Maple, Nordost Red Dawn 

interconnects, OED XT 400 

speaker cable. All products boxed 

and under warranty, in excellent 

condition, reluctant sale. 07800 

926990 (S.Wales). 

DACMAGIC DAC 3 Latest and 

the best. Designed by John 

Westlake, ex-Pink Triangle. Fully 

damped, mains cable upgrade. 

Perfect condition. Free digital 

cable and BNC adaptor, £99. 

01903 505609 (W.Sussex). 

DALi EUPHONIA Sub, centre 

and rears very good condition, in 

flight cases, in Alpi dark wood 

veneer (£7,500) £3,000). 07734 

054534 (Sussex). 

DALi PIANO AV set including 

Noble fronts, centre, rears and 

sub. All in aluminium. Very stylish 

set in good condition. (£2,800) 

£1,200. 07734 054534 (Sussex). 

DYNAUDIO SPECIAL 25 (new) 

in masser birch, £2,000. 

Dynaudiol.4s (new), £1,000. 

Audience 82 (used), £650. Also, 

new Audience 42s, £250 and 

52s, £400. 01732 741883 (Kent) 

ELECTROCOMPANIET fully 

balanced 4.7 preamp and 

120AWB dual mono power amp. 

Boxed, £1,800 ono. Kimber Select 

series 1120 balanced 

interconnects 0.5 and 0.75m, 

£150 and £200. Including 

carriage cases, both pristine 

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town 

or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to: 

dan.george@futurenet.co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified, 

Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker Street, London Wl U 6FP. Please note 

that this service is open to private advertisers only. 

condition. Craig 07990 898736 

(Shropshire). 

GALE 401 s mint, rebuilt, £400 

ono. Pioneer C90 and M90 pre/ 

power reference amps £400. 

01942 720220 (Wigan). 

HEYBROOK DUET stand mounts 

in rosewood veneer. Superb 

condition, complete with original 

box and packaging. HFC 

recommended, (£750) £325. Mr 

Bonnay 07753 625783 (Kent). 

INTEGRA RESEARCH RDV· 1 

DVD player, RDC-7 AV controller 

and RDA-7 amp, recent upgrade 

as new £5,000. George 07771 

806234 (Gloucestershire). 

ISOTEK SUBSTATION 11 

months old, as new 2x600 VA, 

2x300, and 2xl50 VA. 01524 

61903 or email 

stephen@hennefer.fsworld.co.uk 

(Lancaster). 

JAMO D590 floorstanding 

speakers. Mint, boxed, can demo, 

£500 ono. 07977 185216 (Kent). 

972 amp, (£550) £200. Alan 

07841 715340 (Staffs) 

KEF Q35, 095c and 60s 

speakers for sale. Good condition, 

boxed, sell as set £350. REL 050 

£150. Ratel RA-972 

integrated amplifier (£550) 

£200. Alan 07841 715340 

(Staffs). 1:1 

BUYING TIPS 

WANTED 

A&R T21 tuner and A&R P60 

power amp, must both be in 

good condition. 01873 856499 

(Gwent). 

AUDIOLAB 8000P Karl 07743 

483571 (Manchester). 

B&W HTM 2 centre speaker in 

red cherry finish. Alan 0121 742 

8351 (Birmingham). 

DENON AU320 MC 

transformer. 01942 

891741 (Wigan). 

MARANTZ CD63MKll Kl 

Signature, fully functioning, 

black, made in Japan and in 

excellent condition. Will pay 

reasonable price. 07974 274615 

(WYorks) 

NVA DACON, junior. Alan 

01254 705589 (Lanes). 

PMC DBl speakers in oak. 

Arcam A200/300/CD93 etc or 

Denon AV3805/DVD-A l I A 11 

etc in black. 01962 764839 day 

or 023 80611519 eves. (Hants). 

PRO AC STUDIO 100 speakers 

in perfect sonic condition. Good 

price paid. 01353 659807 or 

email gjh29@cam.ac.uk (Ely). 

ROTEL RC5000 preamp and 

RBSOOO power amp. 01942 

720220 (Cheshire) 

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 

bet than a brand-new product if the price is right. 

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 

something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 

from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 

ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. 

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 

amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 

component could be trouble - have a proper dem, and judge the seller 

as well as the goods 1 
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FOR SALE 

Cl KEF Q4 loudspeakers. 

Three-way slim line floorstanders, 

dark apple finish, absolutely 

mint., £300. Ian 01323 486216 

(E Sussex) 

KEF REFERENCE 1.2 new, 

boxed, unwanted gift, £600 ono. 

Audiolab 8000A, black excellent 

condition, £220 020 8678 6853 

(S London). 

KRELL KAV300i integrated 

amp, fl.000. Copland CD player 

CDA266, £650. Both with 

remote, boxed, hardly used, 

excellent condition. 01494 

439689 (Bucks) 

LEAK STEREO 20, valve power 

amp with Leak Varislope 2 Stereo 

preamp. Also Leak Stereo 30 Plus 

amp. Sensible offers please. 020 

8830 8003 (North London) 

LINN CLASSIK MOVIE DI 

version, warranty until August 

2009. Silver, boxed as new, 

f 1,700 one. Richy 07940 

450045 or e-mail thmpsnric@aol. 

corn (Newcastle). 

LINN UNIDISK 1.1 black, 18 

months old, £5,500. Kisto system 

controller silver, £6,995. 020 

8529 2261 (London, E4) 

MAGNUM DYNALAB analogue 

FM tuner. Mint condition, black. 

020 7223 8589 (London). 

MARANTZ CD7300, gold, £210 

or PIX Sony SACD. Marantz 

CD67SE £99. Soundstyle XS 100 

four tier rack £125. QED Qunex 3 

cable £20. All boxed etc. 01766 

781211 (Wales) 

MARK LEVINSON 390S CDP, 

excellent condition. Boxed with 

remote, manual and transport 

screw (£6,500) £3,750. Pete 

(01235) 763433 eves (Oxford). 

MISSION MINI 7 system. Amp, 

tuner, twin tape, CD, 731 i 

speakers. Black with metal cases, 

50 watts per channel, remote, 

mint, (£700) £295. Rod 01706 

345418 (Rochdale) 

MONITOR AUDIO GOLD 

reference 20, three months old, 

as new, little use, quick sale, 

£1,150. 07967 196873 (Yorks) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY AlOO class 

A integrated. Good condition, 

boxed, manual £125 ono. KEF Ql 

Uni-Q loudspeakers, dark apple 

mint, boxed, manual £100 one. 

Graham 01248 681514 eves. 

(NWales) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3.2 CD 

player and A3.2 amp. Silver, only 

eight months old, boxed with 

instructions, as new (£2,000) 

£1,350 0116 2811567 (Leicester). 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3.2CR 

power amp in mint condition 

£650 one. Audiolab 8000C 

preamp in very good condition 

£165 ono. Paul 07773 385 504 

or email pocfilm@yahoo.co.uk 

(London). 

NAO 3225 PE amp, NAD 4225 

tuner, Philips CD 610 with 

remote, Wharfedale Delta 30 

speakers with stands and cables. 

020 7503 7220 (London) 

NAIM NAIT 51 amp. Few hours 

use, boxed with two-year 

guarantee. (£700) £550. Mick 

Jones 01782 785734 (Stoke on 

Trent). 

NAIM NAIT 3 amp, very good 

condition, can demo, £275 one. 

Peter 07905 239941 (Guildford). 

PIONEER SA9800 Very nice 

condition. Recent professional 

service. 100 watt per channel at 

8 ohms. Top of line silver era 

integrated by Pioneer. £ 150 plus 

postage. 01934 

647875 (Somerset). 

QUAD 11 L speakers in light 

coloured wood. Veneer finish with 

gloss lacquer. Little used and in 

immaculate condition £250. 

01626 835251 (South Devon) 

QUAD 405 power amp, 

audiophile upgrade £150. Five 

metre pair DNM Reson 

interconnects with bullet plugs 

Above: SME Model 10 
turntable 

r-----------------------------------

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT 

To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form 
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£30. Mike 01758 613790 

(Chester). 

QUAD 63s brown, £500, very 

good condition. 33 preamp with 

MM and MC boards, plus 405/2 

power amp £250. 01743 289240 

(Shropshire). 

RED ROSE MUSIC MS 

integrated valve amplifier, £6,000 

ono. Red Rose Music Rossette 2 

phone preamp, fl.300. Contact 

Max at lundchewse@yahoo.co.uk 

(Hampshire). 

ROKSAN KANDY Mk111 CD 

player. Complete in box with 

remote etc. Silver front, (£650) 

£350 ono. Clive 01628 666526 

(Slough). 

SME MODEL 10 turntable and 

SME series IV arm and VDH 

MCS 150 arm wire. Transfiguration 

spirit MC Mk3 cartridge set-up by 

SME, five months old. Ten hours 

use, seven months on warranty, 

£2,800. 01234 302769 

(Bedford). 

SME 3012, Garrard 401, Shure 

Vl5 II all in good working order 

£300. Vinyl record collection 

£200. Barrie 01564 776911 

(Solihull) 

SONY DVP-57700 reference 

machine in gold. Multichannel 

component output. Matches SE 

series, a steal at £200 ( £900). 

01903 523 268 (Sussex). 

SPENDOR PRELUDE large 

speakers. Excellent condition, 

with boxes. Bargain £80. 

Graham 01702 520063 (Essex) 

SPENDOR SP2/ 2 monitor 

speakers, walnut, mint, boxed, 

£275. Sony CDP-XE210 CD 

player, mint, boxed, £35. 01403 

2 55153 (West Sussex). 

SONUS FABER CONCERTO 

Home speakers. Adjustable wood 

stands, £650, 18 months old. 

07941 174804 (Berks) 

SONY CDP101 original flagship 

player complete with remote and 

handbook. Excellent condition, 

£70. 01278 782622 (Somerset). 

SONY HOME CINEMA system. 

Comprises combined DVD/ 

multichannel amp unit, five 

satellites and powered subwoofer. 

Good condition. 01689 397645 

(Kent). 

SPEAKER CABLES and 

interconnects for sale. Chord QED, 

lxos, Cable Talk. All mint, bargain 

prices. 01491 612883 (Oxford) 



LINN 

Developed for the music lover and cinema enthusiast 

who wants to seek out the most accurate and 

involving sound. 

The AKURATE loudspeaker system has four distinct, 

acoustically matched loudspeakers. Three full range 

and one for bass reinforcement. They can be simply 

configured to comprise pitch-accurate, multi-channel 

sound systems for high performance music and cinema. 

Featuring the unique 3-K Driver Array - a Linn designed 

driver configuration that creates a single point acoustic 

source independent of cabinet type. Any combination of 

loudspeakers with this technology achieve a perfectly 

balanced accurate result. 

Designed to stand the test of time, Linn AKURATE 

loudspeakers are built to take advantage of new high

definition sound and vision formats. 

accurate ad( faithfully representing 
the truth; precise. 

The new Akurate Loudspeaker System. True. 

Linn Products Ltd 

For more information or a demonstration call 0500-888909 

or email helpline@linn.co.uk 

www.linn.co.uk 
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