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A different Classe 

For more than 20 years Classe has been designing and manufacturing extraordinary 

audio equipment for enthusiasts who demand nothing less than the very best. Our 

engineers have a passion for what they create and it shows: engineering, style, user­

interface, product reliability and performance are all second to none. The new Delta 

series is an inspired statement about the art of high performance design. Visit us 

at www.classeaudio.com or experience the product range at one of the following 

authorised retailers. 

Holburn Hi-Fi Ltd 
+ 44 (0) 1224 585 713 
note@holburnhifi.co.uk 

Hi-Fi Experience 
+44 (O) 20 7580 3535 
sales@hifilondon.co.uk 

Sound Academy 
+44 (0)1922 493 499 
sales@soundacademy.co.uk 

Acoustica 
+44 (0) 1244 344 227 
geoff.coleman@acoustica.co.uk 

Robert Taussig 
+44 (O) 20 7487 3455 
sales@roberttaussig.co. uk 

Cloney Audio 
+353 (O) 1288 9449 
sales@cloneyaudio.com CLASSE 



WELCOME TO HI-FI CHOICE 
fo ensure you get the best 1nformat1on op1n1on and advice H1 f1 Choice 
employs the most knowledgeable and experienced h1 f1 writers 1n the busine;; 

.. Music digs deep into our emotional core like no 
other art farm. It touches the soul and makes 
grown men weep. Hi-fi is simply a means ta a 
musical end - it provides the conduit far its 
energy and detail, delivers scale and space, 

ensures you get closer ta the tone and impact of the original 
performance. It makes music seem more real and hence achieve 
its emotional gaal. l}uite simply, the music that moves you, 
moves you more." Tim Bowern, Editor 

PAUL MESSENCER 
A former HFC editor, Paul 
has been writing about his 
beloved hi-fi hobby for 
nearly 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of 
the world's most respected 
sonic scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer. 

RICHARD BLACK 
Richard is a professional 
musician, an experienced 
recording engineer and a 
highly knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot He has a 
particular knack for writing 
about complicated subjects 
in a comprehensible way -
and he only writes for HFC. 

DAN CEORCE 
Dan is a huge hi-fi nut 
whose dream came true 
when he became HFCs 
reviews editor. Armed with 
a bristling contacts book 
and a pair of razor-sharp 
ears, he ensures that only 
the most interesting 
products make it into HFC. 

ART DUDLEY 
One of the most respected 
commentators on the 
American hi·fi scene, Art has 
written for numerous titles 
including Hi-Fi Heretic, 
Sounds Like and Listener. 
Among other things, he is 
currently 'editor-at-large' of 
US journal Stereophile 

ESTABLISHED 1975 

HI-FI CHOICE is your essential guide to 

audio excellence in the home, from vinyl 

records to the latest digital music 

formats. For 30 years, our unique tests 

have brought you the most thorough 

and reliable hi-fi journal around. And our 

mix of cherry-picked kit, rigorous group 

tests and in-depth equipment reviews 

continues to ensure that HFC is the 

magazine you can trust. Published 13 

times a year, it's the smarter hi-fi read ... 

ALVIN COLD 
Alvin cut his hi-fi teeth in 
retail, and has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. ln that 
time he has contributed his 
encyclopaedic knowledge to 
almost every hi·fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides). 

JASON KENNEDY 
Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be found 
swanning about the wilds 
of Sussex indulging himself 
with the very best hi·fi 
money can buy. His own 
system is simply sensational 
(trust us) and his love of 
music knows no bounds. 

DAVID VIVIAN 
An award-winning 
journalist. David's sharp 
ears and equally 
sharp powers of description 
are a valuable mix for HFC. 
He also writes about cars, 
but who needs the latest 
lotus when you've got the 
finest hi-fi to test drive? 

ALAN SIRCOM 
After a stint selling hi-fi, 
Alan began his journalistic 
career at HFC some 13 
years ago. Now a successful 
freelancer, you too can 
benefit from his extensive 
hi-fi knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to the 
latest multichannel gear. 

HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE» 

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST 
Six top CD players priced from £900 to 
£ 1,700 are put before the HFC judges. Which 
gets probation, which gets the life sentence7 

DOMUS DULCIS DOMUS 
Can Sonus Faber's new Concerto speakers 
make your house a Latin home, sweet home7 

IMPULS BUYING 
Phonosophie is one of the few to offer an 
upgradable CD player. Is it worth the cost? 

MORE JOY OF 'X' 
Last issue, we had X-rated products from 
Cyrus and Elac, now Pathos joins the club ... 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE. •• 

The next issue of Hi-Fi Choice is on sale 
28 July. Don't miss a thing - see p74 for our 
latest great subscription offer' 
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Inside your free 2nd-hand hi-fi mini-mag ... 

2 A-Z Guide to 2nd-hand kit - this 

issue, Marantz, plus DIY tips 

3 Trading Pages 

7 Reader Classified 

Summer 2005 [Issue 270] 
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Tune up your system ... and your ears I 
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Hot hi-fi accessories - tested just for you 

25 INTERVIEW 

Contemporary jazz maestros EST 

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS 

IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS 
40 Pathos Cinema-X multichannel amp 

44 Sonus Faber Concerto Domus 

loudspeaker 

48 Townshend TA 565 CD universal 

disc player 

50 Densen Beat B-250 preamplifier 

and B-350 monoblock power amps 

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST 

CD PLAYERS £900-£1,700 
64 Audio Analogue Paganini 192/24 

65 Consonance Reference CD2.2 

67 Cyrus CD8x 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

The ultimate guide to high performance 

hi-fi and AV gathering together all our 

favourite products for your perusal. Your 

shortlist starts here ... 

SOURCE COMPONENTS 

80 CD players 

82 DVD players 

84 Vinyl 

87 Radio tuners 

88 Digital recorders 

READER SERVICES 

Our regular information service, including 

where to buy, how to get a back issue and 

our brilliant hi-fi accessories shop 

74 How to subscribe 

77 Back issues 

26 COMPETITION 
Win Arcam's compact and stylish Solo 

CD/DAB receiver worth fl,000 

28 CHOICE CUTS 
New music - rated by our experts for 

sound and content 

31 CHOICE MAIL 
A selection of your letters and emails 

34 BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMS 
A high-end set-up of genuine sonic 

beauty ... This issue: big, beautiful sounds 

from Primare and Revel 

54 Usher Compass CP-6381 

loudspeaker 

56 Phonosophie lmpuls 1.5 

CD player 

59 Sumiko Blue Point Special Eva Ill 

phono cartridge 

61 Grado SR325i headphones 

68 Myryad MXC6000 

69 Primare CD31 

71 Shanling CD-TlOOC 

AMPLIFIERS 
96 Stereo amps 

98 AV amps 
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100 Stereo speakers 
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Hl·FICHOICE System 
Tune-Up Disc a 

"'1 • 

W
elcome to this, the first disc of its 

kind to be offered by a UK magazine. 

We're sure you will find it useful for a 

full range of burn-in, warm-up and 

demagnetisation functions on your system. 

Developed in consultation with the boffins 

The disc is divided into three distinct 

sections. Part One is based on the lsotek 

disc, which uses a variety of signals to 

perform an ordered sequence of functions 

on the equipment. Here, we've separated 

the functions to make it clear which one 

does what and to help explain the thinking 

behind lsotek's disc. They're somewhat 

simplified and don't cover quite the same 

frequency range, but they are still 

surprisingly effective. 

Track 1, 'Wavelets', combines electronic 

'bumps' with a unique kind of noise to give 

equipment a thorough work-out, useful for 

burning in and reviving equipment. At the 

start is some noise alone: this is designed to 

set the playback level, so that this signal is not 

uncomfortable to listen to. 

Track 2, 'Chirps', performs a somewhat 

similar function to track one, but this time 

behind lsotek's Full System Enhancer & 

Rejuvenation Disc, and also borrowing from 

the Ultimate Stereo Hearing and Equipment 

Refresher CD (developed by HFCs own Richard 

Black), this unique sampler features the latest 

ideas in efficient system optimisation. 

using chirps - very fast frequency sweeps. For 

illustration, these start slow and get quicker. 

This stresses the equipment in a useful way. 

Track 3, 'lsotek Noise'. There are many 

different kinds of noise, and lsotek developed 

one with a unique 'Probability Distribution 

Function', which provides maximum exercise 

for replay equipment. This track switches 

between 'normal' noise and lsotek's own noise 

at the same peak level - the lsotek sounds 

much louder. The noise then fades gently. 

Track 4, 'Warm-down', is a much gentler 

kind of electronic exercise, analogous to 

warming down your muscles aher strenuous 

exercise in the gym. 

Track 5, 'Demagnetisation', uses the usual 

idea of signals that fade progressively from a 

high initial level, with added noise and 

frequency sweeping for maximum effect. 

IF YOU BUY BOTH DISCS FROM CHOICE BITS, YOU'LL RECEIVE A 
STUNNING 30% DISCOUNT! TURN TO PAGE 115 FOR DETAILS. 

Part Two is taken from the USHER disc, 

with tracks for hearing improvement, 

equipment tweaking and analysis. 

Track 6, 'Hearing refresher', progressively 

filters the slow movement of Samuel 

Coleridge-Taylor's Violin Sonata (played by 

Wilson Collins and Richard Black, from 

Musaeus MZCD 101) to remove most of the 

bass. This forces the ear/brain to listen more 

attentively to higher frequencies. At the end, 

return to the start of the track - we bet you'll 

hear more detail r 

Tracks 7, 8 and 9 test the imaging of your 

system. Track seven, 'Blumlein', uses 

accurately simulated Blumlein miking and the 

image of the castanets should move 

progressively from left to right. Track eight uses 

Richard Black's 'OMS' miking technique and 

the sound should go in a complete circle. Track 

nine duplicates track seven on headphones. 

Track 10, 'Speaker shakedown', uses 

low-frequency tones to exercise loudspeaker 

cones. Level setting is critical and the first 

section of the track has spoken and illustrated 

instructions on how to do this. 

Tracks 11 and 12 feature 'Pure' and 

'Noisy' frequency sweeps to help you trace 

rattles etc. in your speakers and listening room. 

The sweeps cover ten octaves, from 20Hz to 

20,480Hz, at exactly 12 seconds per octave. 

Part Three is a single track, developed 

exclusively for this disc - a novel burn-in 

derived from real musical sounds, in this 

case heavily modified chords on a piano. 

The basic idea behind this was to create a 

burn-in signal that's not quite so hideous 

to hear as a purely electronic one. We think 

it's very effective - send us your feedback! 
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Classic Walnut 
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Total Aural Satisfaction ... 

c o  m 

. .. from a stunning good looker. 

To experience how we can enhance your listening pleasure, visit your nearest dealer. 

Details can be found on our website , www.nbien.com or you can email us at info@nbien.com. 





"THIS MACHINE IS PURE AUDIO RESEARCH: 

HIGH-END, THOROUGHBRED AND UTTERLY MUSICAL." 
DECEMBER 04 I HI FI NEWS I CD3MKll /KEN KESSLER 

"SOUNDS ARE PRODUCED FROM 
AN UNSHAKABLE FOUNDATION ... 
YOU FEEL LIKE YOU COULD TRIP 

OVER THE MUSICIAN" 
A IP 

"THERE IS SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT THEIR 
SIMPLE 1950'S STYLING; THEIR USE OF VALVES 
AND THEIR UNDOUBTED ABILITY TO PRODUCE 
MUSICAL SOUNDS THAT MAKES THE PRODUCT 

EXTREMELY DESIRABLE." 
'Ol G D NC\ T 

([I llAI 35 

Audio Research has studiously applied the technology 
gained from their Reference series amplifiers to every 
model in their range, right down to the entry-level designs. 

The SP16 preamplifier, VS55, VS 11 O and VM220 power 
amplifiers, the state-of-the-art CD3 Mk II CD player, the 
multi-channel amplifier and the VSi55 integrated amplifier 
are not only packed with knowledge gained from the 
company's legendary flagship models, but they herald a 
change 1n the way reasonably-priced high-end equipment 
is perceived. The astonishing PH5 brings Reference 
Phono performance to a remarkably affordable price 
point. The LS25 Mk II Pre-amp clearly shares parentage 
with the Reference pre-amplifiers. And the VT100 Mk Ill 
boasts DNA derived from the Reference 300 and 600 
power amps. 

"A SUPERB 
ALL-ROUNDER AND 

AN OBVIOUS BEST BUY" 
THE COLLECTION 04 HI Fi CHOIC M220 A SIRCOM 

"OUSTANDING SOUND 
QUALITY AND EXCEPTIONAL 

EASE OF USE" 
ISSUE 35 HI FI PLUS PHS I JIMMY HUGHES 

---

AUDIO AESEAAGH REF 3 

Now, there is new inspiration. Joining these classics is the 
most radical product yet to wear the AudioResearch logo: 
the Reference 3 preamplifier. An absence of conventional 

• controls, refined circuitry, better sound. 

- -

AUDIO RESEARCH VM220 

audio research 
H I Cl 1-J D E' � I N T I C Ne 

The bloodline strengthens. 

For details of the full range and your nearest dealer, 
contact Absolute Sounds. 

Audio Research: not a cautious choice, but a 
considered one. AUDIO RESEARCH CD 3 MK2 

absolute sounds ltd 
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW 

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com 

-------------- --- --
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@ NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 
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MARANTZ SA-15S1 AND PM-1581 
� Marantz is expanding its 15-Series line-up of Premium products with the launch of a 

'O new SACD player and integrated stereo amplifier to join the existing TT-15 

turntable. The SA-l 5S l stereo SACD player descends from the flagship SA-1 and uses a 

number of bespoke components, plus a conventional Crystal CS DAC. 

The matching 90-watt PM-15Sl amplifier uses a current feedback design, enabling it to 

drive a variety of speakers with ease and features choke inputs in the power supply 

section. An MM/MC phono stage is included with a Wolfson chip taking care of volume 

control. The usual Marantz refinements have also been cast upon the duo, including gold 

12 HI-FI CHOICE I summer 200S 

plated terminals, shielded circuits and 

independent power supplies. An FM 

tuner is expected later in the year to 

complete the line up. 

Price E 1,200 each Due now 

w 01753 680868 •D www.marantz.com 

ARCAM FMJ CD36 AND C31 
� Arcam has updated its top-end CD player and 

'O preamp, with the new products said to offer the 

best performance from the brand's portfolio. The CD36 

CD player and 01 preamp share a number of proprietary 

features, including a new Acousteel damped chassis to 

minimize damaging vibration and four-layer PCBs. 

The CD36 also includes a re-engineered power supply 

and control electronics, plus four upsampling Wolfson 

DACs, and is claimed to feature extremely low jitter.The 

C31 preamp is a 'clean-sweep' design and sports five 

line inputs, an optional phono stage and a Burr Brown 

electronic volume control. 

Price FMJ CD36 El,400; FMJ C31 El,200 Due now 

w 01223 203200 •J; www.arcam.co.uk 

· � 
0 OOO 0 000 0 
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CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
AZUR 7 40C AND 7 40A 

-

� September sees the launch of Cambridge Audio's 

'O new upmarket Azur range. The budget specialist 

hi-fi and home cinema brand will assault the stereo 

middle market with the new Azur 740C CD player and 

740A stereo integrated amplifier. These flagship 

products will feature a number of proprietary 

technologies, including ATF (Adaptive Time Filtering) 

upsampling for the CD player and XD amp technology 

for the 200-watt 740A - providing Class A operation at 

lower levels and Class B power economy at higher levels. 

The 740C CD player also includes a 32-Bit Analog 

Devices 'Black Fin' DSP in dual mono DAC configuration, 

rather than the commonly used D-to-A converter and 

filter arrangement. Data is upsampled to 24-bit/384kHz 

before conversion and provision for two external sources 

is available from the twin digital inputs. Both products 

use a bespoke chassis with a 7mm aluminium faceplate 

and come with a slimline remote control plus a choice of 

silver or black finish. 

Price £500 each Due September 

w 0870 900 1000 €) www.cambridgeaudio.com 

.. 
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CLEARAUDIO AMBIENT 
� Clearaudio's new Ambient turntable is based on a revolutionary composite material called Panzerholz that 

'O is claimed to offer ideal mechanical and acoustic properties. The material, said to be incredibly dense and 

acoustically dead is formed by compressing fine layers of wood and resin which are then sandwiched between 

two machined aluminium plates. The Ambient is available with the new Satisfy Carbon Directwire tonearm - a 

twin-axis unit with a carbon fibre shaft. The arm also features Clearaudio's Directwire cable from the 

impedance-matched cartridge pins to the phono plugs. See next month's Hi-Fi Choice for an exclusive review. 

Price Ambient turntable E2,228; Satisfy Carbon Directwire tonearm E555 Due now 

w 01252 702705 '" www.clearaudio.de 

ISOTEKNOVA 
� Mains power specialist lsoTek has launched a 

'O new mains filtering device specifically designed 

for source components. The Nova features adaptive 

gating circuits to provide ideal conditions for every 

component and offers six individually filtered outlets. 

lsoTek suggests using the Nova in conjunction with 

its Titan filter for the ultimate performance, although 

Nova's massive 3.68kW capability may be adequate 

for an entire system. The product comes with a 

25-year guarantee and weighs in at 20kg. 

Price El,495 Due now 

w 01635 291357 .;e www.isoteksystems.com 

EPOSELS303 
� Epos has launched a new floorstanding speaker 

'O that has been developed from the standmount 

ELS 3. It uses the Epos Soft Tweeter 

and Lightening 130 midrange unit, 

with a new l30mm bass woofer 

based around the same chassis. 

Both drivers are mounted into a 

narrow l SOmm baffle, which is said 

to improve treble imaging. The 

speaker has the same footprint as 

the smaller standmount ELS 3 but 

comes with an MDF plinth to 

increase stability. Provision is made 

at the rear for bi-wiring. 

Price E400 per pair Due now 

w 01442 260146 

@ www.epos-acoustics.com 

• 
• • 
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@ HAPPENINGS 

® The Insider 

@ Hi·Fi Diary 

SEPTEMBER 
23-25 The Hi-Fi and Home 

Entertainment Show 
The Renaissance and Park Inn hotels, 
Heathrow, London 
020 8515 2151 
London's best-established hi-fi show 

OCTOBER 
29-30 Home Entertainment Show 

Renaissance Hotel, Manchester 
01206 391001 
A premier hi-fi and home cinema event 
in the north of England 

NOVEMBER 
4-6 What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision 

Show 2005 
Novotel, London 
020 8267 8378 
Third year for this new London show 

14 Hl-�I CHOICE: ')ummer 2005 

Big telly, bad sound 
� Many are missing out by spending big money on a plasma screen but very little on 

'O a sound system to go with it, according to the British Federation of Audio. 

BFA chairman Stephen Harris says: "It's a real shame that the general public are 

sacrificing the true cinematic and musical experience by not buying electronics 

and speakers of a matching quality to the TVs they buy". 

What's more, trends in the US suggest that more of us are listening to 

music than has previously been the case. The Consumer Electronics 

Association's online 'Audio Consumption Study' indicates that more than 

90% of adults reported listening to music in the past year. Now all we E;�!!J!lll 
have to do is teach them that quality is as important as quantity! 

P2 retires 
� One of the UK's longest running budget 

'O turntables is retiring. Rega has decided to stop 

making its P2 (formerly the Planar 2) entry-level 

turntable, which first appeared thirty years ago. The 

reason cited is that Rega's dealers are concentrating 

on the other models in its range, including the popular 

P3 and impressive P7. The P2 has also effectively been 

replaced by models which Rega makes for Gold ring 

and NAO, which are based on the P2 design and sold 

complete with a fitted cartridge. We have favourably 

reviewed both Goldring turntables and next month 

will be turning our attention to the NAD's new CSSS. 



Download fidelity 
� Red Rose's Mark 

\0 Levinson has 

got together with 

recording engineer 

Richard Burwen to 

produce the Burwen 

Bobcat, which consists 

of a sohware plug-in 

for Windows Media 

Player 10 and a USB 

DAC. The purpose of 

the product is to enhance the sound of MP3 music, the claim being that it 

makes 128kbps downloads sound as good as CD. A US retail price 

of around $1,500 is predicted. 

If you'd rather get better quality downloads in the first place, MusicGiants 

(www.musicgiants.com) could be the answer. It claims to be the "first 

company to offer high-fidelity downloads" and is offering music files at 

exceptionally high bitrates (between 470 and l,lOOkbps) for $1.29 per 

track, plus a $50 per year subscription fee. MusicGiants also claims to be 

the only company licensed by all of the major record companies to sell 

lossless downloads, which is why it's not too concerned that its system is not 

naturally compatible with the Apple iPod. Its aim is to offer the best sound 

from an online catalogue that has an emphasis on classical and jazz music. 

JIMMY'S TWEAKS #33 
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER 

True High Fidelity 

In its strictest truest sense, High Fidelity 

refers to the faithful and accurate 

reproduction of sound. Not necessarily a 

sound that's enjoyable, impressive, 

pleasing or beguiling - though it could 

(and probably will) be all of those things 

too - but truthful and correct, neither 

adding nor subtracting from the original. 

Trouble is, it's becoming harder and harder to hear pure natural 

unamplified music, as even buskers in the street use small PA systems I 

That's why it's valuable to acquaint yourself with live natural sound -

from a solo acoustic guitar, a piano, or even a drum kit. It's akin to 

knowing how freshly squeezed orange juice tastes compared with the 

stuff you get in cartons I 

B CHANNE L 4 VIEWE S 

Radiohead OK Computer 

2 U2 The Joshua Tree 

3 Nirvana Nevermind 

4 Michael Jackson Thriller 

5 Pink Floyd Dark Side of the Moon 

6 Oasis Definitely Maybe 

7 The Beatles Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 

8 Madonna Like a Prayer 

9 Guns and Roses Appetite For Destruction 

10 The Beatles Revolver 

€>New Music 
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@DISPATCHES 

LIBERTE! 
EGALITE! 

--------'\.. F RA TE RN ITE ! 

Copy conundrum 
Piracy protection vs. people power in France 

The consumer electronics world, it seems, is 

not without its sense of irony. Just as 

anti-piracy expert Macrovision develops code to 

plug yet another gap in DVD's copy-protection 

arsenal, so an appellate court in France rules 

against copy-protection in its entirety. It seems 

the French like saying 'non' a lot right now 

DVD had reasonable copy-protection from 

the outset. There are anti-piracy measures to 

effectively prevent people from recording DVD 

in the digital or analogue domain. 

Unfortunately for big business, just as there 

are smart people trying to prevent the 

recording of discs, there are an even larger 

number of similarly smart people trying to 

crack the code used to prevent recording. And, 

16 Hl·FI CHOICE I summer 200S 

"It seems that the bellicose egalite of the 
French couns has paid off for the little guy. 
How Hollywood will react remains to be seen." 
so far, the crackers and hackers have won, and 

anyone with a PC and a bit of computer nous 

can download software to make perfect digital 

copies of copy-protected discs. 

It's five years since the last great code 

cracking, but Macrovision has recently 

announced RipGuard, a stronger form of 

copy-protection designed to prevent DVD 

ripping and peer-to-peer online piracy. 

RipGuard is said to work with 'nearly all' 

current DVD players, although there are 

concerns that the geek-chummy Linux 

operating system will be unable to support it. 

But, as you might imagine, RipGuard has 

strong support from Hollywood and as such 

the code is expected to be included on discs by 

the end of the year. 

But, by then, copy-protection could be 

outlawed, in Europe at least. Several countries 

across Europe (most notably Germany and 

France, two of the largest software consuming 

countries in the EU) include laws guaranteeing 

the right of a consumer to make copies of 

recordings for private use. This comparatively 

obscure law has come back to haunt the 

software companies in France, as UFC-Que 

Choisir (a French consumer protection 

organisation) has successfully sued for a French 

citizen's right to transfer Mulholland Drive from 

DVD to videotape. After the ruling went 

against the software company at the Paris 

Court of Appeal, DVD vendors across the 

country had to remove copies of Mulholland 

Drive on DVD. The discs violate French 

consumer protection laws, which state that 

vendors should clearly indicate the essential 

characteristics of the disc. As the DVD sleeve 

only says 'CP' ('copy prohibited') in small print, 

this was taken as an insufficiently explicit 

warning of the disc's copy-protected nature. 

This single ruling could have dramatic 

implications across hi-fi and home cinema. It 

effectively outlaws any draconian forms 

of copy-protection, unless clearly marked as 



being in contravention of the rights of the 

individual in several key countries. Ultimately, 

RipGuard may not have been cracked (unlike 

the CSS system that is currently in use), but it 

may not be strictly legal, unless heavily flagged 

on the front of protected discs. 

Normally, my distrust of the upper echelons 

of jurisprudence is such that I think the whole 

cabal could be effectively replaced by a 

monkey in a top hat, but it seems that the 

bellicose egalite of the French courts has paid 

off for the little guy. How Hollywood will react 

remains to be seen; perhaps it's back to 

Freedom Fries for the West Coast lawyers. 

Alai 0,-•1 began his 1ournolistic career at 

HFC some 14 years ago. He has since 

become one of the hi-fi and AV industry's most 

respected scribes 

Obsession 
Hi-fi doesn't whisper the name .. Calvin Klein 

0 bssession isn't just a perfume. It's what you 

see when hi-fi enthusiasts (maybe us, 

possibly our friends) get the bit between the 

teeth. I believe this column has already 

confronted the 'single track mind', the person 

who plays JUSt one cut from one record or CD 

over and over again while incrementally 

tweaking the system. 

Now we move to the other end of the 

evolutionary scale and the human jukebox. 

More gregarious by nature, these are people 

who like to share the JOY of music with anyone 

and everyone. You get to hear the lot in under 

ten minutes: the opening bass drone from Also 

Sprach larathustra, the cannons from the 

1812, a Keith Moon drum solo, a Diana Krall 

breath sound, four bars of silence, Queen's 

classic Bohemian Rap ... Each 63 seconds 

carefully chosen to illustrate a particular facet 

of their system ... Richter scale bass response, 

tree-cracking transients, thermal imaging, dog 

worrying treble and the hiss-free noise floor. 

'HJs' play air guitars, transparent keyboards, 

invisible drums, wear high quality trainers and 

knee pads and have more stamina than most 

triathalon champions. 

Even a catalogue of samples, however, is 

preferable to that singing sensation you get 1:2 

Arcam did not make its 

reputation with technological 

overkill, rather with easy on the 

ear voicing, good engineering 

and strong backup. It is a formula that has 

served Arcam (formerly A&R Cambridge) well 

over the years, but at some point Arcam 

realised that in a technology-rich environment, 

it could not rest on nice-sounding laurels. The 

company needed to innovate to expand, and it 

needed to expand just to survive. 

Arcam was the first British manufacturer to 

sign up for all the CD technology and 

manufacturing licences, a considerable 

financial investment at the time. This allowed 

them to roll their own players at a time when 

others were in effect badging or modifying 

other people's hardware. There is nothing 

wrong with modifying other players - many 

brands do this with some considerable success, 

though in the early days the players were not 

always very distinctive. By building its own 

players, though, Arcam had a head-start on 

many of its rivals. 

By 1998 or thereabouts, the market had 

become polarised into multibit and bitstream 

proponents, neither of which at the time 

offered a working solution that minimised the 

problems associated with the two technologies. 

Bitstream conversion, which in its simplest 

form processes just one bit at a time, with 

high-speed oversampling and noise shaping to 

reduce the inherently poor noise performance, 

is susceptible to clock errors, or jitter. Multibit 

conversion processes all 16 bits in parallel, 

reducing susceptibility to clock errors, but relies 

on a very accurate relationship between the 

different current sources, which in a 16 bit 

converter requires that each level is exactly one 

half the previous level, down to the least 

significant bit which is 1 /65,536 th.e level of 

the most significant bit. In practice it is 

difficult to ensure the required accuracy, 

especially long term, and the result is often 

poor resolution at the very lowest signal levels. 

The solution found was based on the one 

adopted by a close neighbour of Arcam, dCS, 

whose high-end Elgar D-to-A converter was 

developed from aerospace radar technology. 

"Arcam was the first 
British manufacturer to 
sign up for all the CD 
manufacturing licences." 
The dCS RingDAC is an elegant approach, 

which combines the best of multibit and 

bitstream conversion in a five-bit design. It is 

not susceptible to the timing errors or noise 

limitations of bitstream, or the accurate level 

matching requirements of multibit, and 

moreover it can be used with a very simple, 

audibly benign analogue output filter. The 

problem was complexity: dCS's discrete 

implementation was clearly unsuitable for a 

mainstream mass production player. So, Arcam 

funded and helped in the process of 

transcribing the RingDAC onto a single piece 

of silicon, a major undertaking. 

The Alpha 9 was the first Arcam CD player to 

feature the RingDAC - a well equipped, top of 

the line player that offered other benefits too, 

including Pacific Microsonics (now Microsoft) 

HDCD decoding. The RingDAC went on to be 

refined and improved, and saw service in early 

FMJ series players like the FMJ CD22. At its 

best, the RingDAC offered superb resolving 

ability and dynamics, with excellent retrieval of 

fine ambient and other detail. But, by 2003, 

Arcam found that developing DAC technologies 

meant they could achieve as much, or more 

from the best conversional processors (from 

Wolfson in Arcam's case) and at a lower price, 

marking the end of the road for the company's 

involvement with the celebrated RingDAC. HFC 

Alvin Cold 
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®DISPATCHES 

Cl in your ears after you've visited 

someone who likes to play it LOUD. By 

LOUD I don't mean the kind of volume 

that ruffles your hair and demands your 

undivided attention. Or even the kind 

that can drop a bison at 50 metres. I 

mean LOUD as in sound pressure waves 

you could drown in. There's something 

slightly sinister about being invited to sit 

in a black, leather dentist's chair while 

shoulder-high stacks of monstrous 

fan-cooled bridged mono power 

amps blow a gentle, balmy breeze in 

your direction. You almost expect 

iron manacles to snap out of the 

armrests and hold you prisoner by 

the wrists. 

And you listen - boy, do you 

listen - track after track, record after 

record, boxed set after boxed set 

Iron Maiden, Mega Death, AC/DC, Van 

Halen, Paul McCartney. At the absolute, 

eleven-on-a-scale-of-ten, edge-of-oblivion, 

eye-drilling, ear-busting, chest-crushing, 

stomach-rupturing MAX. Involving? Like being 

nuzzled to death by Pamela Anderson. 

After that, you need to spend some time in 

the company of those who use their hi-fi 

systems as a form of sonic wallpaper. You'd be 

forgiven for thinking that any old music centre, 

midi stack, BeoSystem 6500 and a pile of 

'Clayderman plays Mantovani'-style discs could 

execute the background muzak brief, but you'd 

be wrong. We're talking state-of-the-art 

multi-room with computer controlled mood 

lighting, here, those tinkling ivories wahing 

eerily out of the lounge, down the hall, 

through the dining room, round the kitchen, 

up the stairs, into the shower cubicle, down 

the plug hole. 

True, a fluffy cloud base of soothing, 

mellifluous murmurings might be okay in a 

cocktail lounge. But where's the focus, the 

sense of occasion, the emotional output? 

Finally, you can't stand it any longer. Can I turn 

it up just a wee bit, perhaps? "We've been 

wondering how to do that, too. And to turn it 

off, actually. The control panel's disguised as a 

bowl of fruit but we're not sure whether it's the 

banana or the Kiwi fruit Any ideas?" 

But that's hi-fi, isn't if? The idea that you can 

just put it on, sit down and be absorbed for an 

hour or so every time is JUSt too simple, too 

perfect There's always something that, if not 

apparent when you start listening, isn't quite 

right by the time you stop. And, of course, 

tastes, perceptions and expectations change. If 

they didn't, there'd be no hi-fi industry, no Hi-Fi 

Choice. Obsession? Splash it on. 

o on hos been wallowing in 

gorgeous hi-fi and then describing its virtues 

and vices in Hi-Fi Choice since 1990 
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"Everyone will be listening to their SACDs on a 
PlayStation this time next year." 

Standard deviation 
The specs for Duo/Disc ore out 

A
fter what seems like an age, the RIAA has 

finally got around to publishing the 

specifications for Dual Disc, the double-sided 

hybrid DVD/CD you've been hearing so much 

about lately (one such disc was given away 

free with Hi-Fi Choice two issues ago). 

The specifications state that the DVD side 

has to conform to the DVD Physical 

Specification dated May 2004 or later, the 

minimum thickness being 0.550mm and jitter 

below seven per cent The CD media side of 

the Dual Disc must have a minimum thickness 

of 0.870mm, meaning the total thickness must 

be less than l.Smm. 

My own measurements indicate all the 

DualDiscs in my collection are thinner than 

l.Smm ... but there's a catch. That figure only 

relates to the playing surface; on the DVD side 

a small ridge, designed so that transports can 

grip and centre the discs, increases the overall 

thickness to l.7mm in the case of some titles. 

On the CD side, the data has to be CD-DA 

compatible, so that's 16-bit/ 44kHz PCM, just 

like a regular CD. The DVD side has to contain 

the same tracks and the audio must be 

16-bit/48kHz at a minimum, the mandatory 

formats being Dolby Digital or PCM. Surround 

content is not mandated, nor is a dedicated 

stereo track in the case of multichannel audio 

being present (unlike SACD, where a 

two-channel hi-res mix is always present). 

In other words, there is no obligation for 

labels to produce high-resolution content and 

it is worth remembering that everything else 

being equal, the audible difference between 

16-bit PCM at 44 and 48kHz is negligible. 

Sony Music is the first label content to meet 

the basic requirements. 16-bit/ 48kHz is 

commonplace on its Dual Discs released so far, 

even though a quick analysis of titles such as 

Ashes of the Wake from Lamb of God indicates 

that the DVD side does not suffer the 

aggressive clipping and limited frequency 

response of its CD counterpart. 

And still with Sony, the company's hardware 

division has become the first manufacturer to 

announce a machine as being specifically 

Dual Disc compatible, but instead of a CD or 

DVD player, it's actually the next generation 

PlayStation, announced at the E3 expo in Los 

Angeles. Scheduled for release in the spring of 

2006, PlayStation 3, now boasting an IBM 

3.2GHz Cell processor, high-definition video, a 

full array of standard DVD-Video features, 

SACD playback and Blu-Ray compatibility 

(including BO-ROM, BO-Video, BD-R, and 

BO-RE) in addition to its gaming capabilities. 

But DVD-Audio is not supported. C'mon Sony, 

isn't it time you went 'universal'? 

Meanwhile, the entire ES line of Sony SACD 

players appears to have vanished from Sony.corn 



and its sub-domains (if you can find a URL, 

send us a postcard), which makes me wonder if 

they hope everyone will be listening to their 

SACDs on a PlayStation by this time next year. .. 

Stuart M Robinson is editor and publisher of 

HighFidelityReview.com, a website dedicated 

to high-resolution digital sound 

To bi or not to bi 

Is bi-wiring loudspeakers a panacea' 

I
n the March issue, I mentioned Vertex AQ, 

which is making accessory components 

expressly designed to absorb wideband 

mechanical vibrations. These various 

treatments seem effective at expanding the 

clarity and dynamic range of my system. 

One of the most interesting components is 

the Mini-Moncayo, a short length of wire with 

a spade terminal one end, a locking 4mm plug 

the other, and a small alloy box vibration 

absorber halfway down the length. They're 

used when mono-wiring a speaker with twin 

bi-wire terminals. You need two per speaker, 

one joining the positive terminals, the other 

the negatives, in place of the supplied links 

(usually brass strips). Their effect is bound to 

vary from one speaker to another, but proved 

quite dramatic with a pair of B&W 8020s. 

While these Mini-Moncayo links can work 

very well, this effectiveness has some 

fascinating general implications for 

loudspeakers and their connections. First, it 

would seem to confirm that the vibrations 

generated by individual drive units can 

interfere with each other, and this can 

adversely affect sound quality. This in turn 

seems to imply that separate, mechanically 

isolated crossover network sections are 

probably a good thing. 

But one can take the argument much further. 

Speaker bi-wiring might have been around for 

more than twenty years, but it remains a 

technique without a proven and accepted 

rationale. Arguments that high and low 

frequency electrical signals are best kept 

separate are myths that have no basis in the 

physics of electrical theory. It's also a 

continuing source of debate and controversy­

several leading brands (Focal, Sonus Faber, 

Dynaudio, Nairn and many others) publicly 

prefer mono-wiring. i::::::I 

@) Few albums in rock history have 

spawned as much hype, 

adulation and disappointment 

as the one and only album by 

the first supergroup of the 1960s, Blind Faith. 

Featuring the stellar talents of Eric Clapton, 

Stevie Winwood, Ginger Baker and Rick Grech, 

the album (with its controversial naked 

pre-pubescent girl) was a million-selling 

Number One smash on both sides of the 

Atlantic in the Summer of 1969. 

On paper the idea of two thirds of Cream 

and parts ofTraffic and Family united with the 

Stones producer Jimmy Miller couldn't miss. 

When they debuted at Hyde Park in June 1969 

in front of between 100,000 and 500,000 

people (depending on who you believe), the 

band could barely get through 65 minutes of 

music because they were so stoned. 

They were together for just seven months 

but their one album holds the seeds of a 

post-psychedelic comedown, especially in the 

acoustic Winwood classic Can't Find My Way 

Home. After Cream, Eric Clapton returned to 

his Surrey home to listen to what he felt he 

had lost: the bi ues. He had known Stevie 

Winwood for years and felt a new direction 

could be pursued with him. The pair began 

writing in January 1969 in a workroom 

Clapton had put together in his house, with 

Baker joining shortly afterwards. 

Morgan Studios, London, was the first 

location for recording and yielded a version of 

Buddy Holly's Wei/ All Right and Eric Clapton's 

outstanding Presence Of The Lord, with its 

jaw-dropping guitar solo. Clapton even 

thought he could do a better version of the 

Hendrix standard Hey Joe, but after eight takes 

realised the master had already nailed it and 

quietly put it to one side. 

Ginger Baker was a copious hash user and in 

the beginning of March 1969 suggested a 

jamming approach. The results were foggy and 

noodlesome and wholly dispensable. Winwood, 

fearing drift, suggested he was doing too 

much and that they should recruit Rick Grech 

(then in the US on tour) to play bass. In May 

1969, the new quartet, now called Blind Faith, 

convened at Olympic studios in Barnes to 

"The band could barely get 
through 65 minutes of 
music because they were 
so stoned." 
record in earnest. In just six takes, the 

Winwood composition Sea Of Joy was finished 

with Grech playing dreamy violin. Then in 

June, the heavyweight Had To Cry Today was 

completed in 21 takes, a song whose weird 

sonic effects were later added by Jimmy Miller. 

Miller was drafted in because the band's 

managers were fearful that the album wouldn't 

be ready for the upcoming US tour in July. The 

plan worked: in only four days of work at 

Olympic near the end of June 1969, Miller 

finished the record 1 Had To Cry Today and Do 

What you Like were done in one day. Master 

tapes were checked, better takes were selected 

of other songs and cleaned up in the following 

days and on 28 June in Olympic, Miller 

brought off a masterstroke. He deemed 

all-electric versions of Can't Find My Way 

Home redundant, drafted in Andy Johns to 

engineer from Morgan and made the group 

work through a live acoustic version using only 

three mics. With Clapton playing lovely 

acoustic ripples, Winwood gave the 

performance of his life on a song that became 

an anthem for the post-psychedelic generation. 

A shoddily packaged first CD of Blind Faith 

came out in 1986 but in 2001, Polydor 

released a highly recommended Deluxe 

edition, which sports nine out-takes and 

copious sleevenotes. HFC 

Mark Prendergast 
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Cl In practice, bi-wiring tends to have 

unpredictable results. Sometimes it's 

beneficial, but other times it's better to 

devote the budget to a single run of 

good cable. However, one aspect of 

bi-wiring that never seems to have 

been discussed, or even considered, is 

its potential influence on the 

mechanical vibration effects discussed 

above. Although few (if any) cable 

makers even consider the mechanical 

damping properties of their products, 

the fact remains that the act of 

bi-wiring replaces the usual short links 

mono-wiring with the full length of the 

cable to and from the amplifier. 

Intentionally or not, this will probably 

add a measure of mechanical damping. 

If the benefits of bi-wiring are debatable, few 

would deny that bi-amping offers real sonic 

benefits, even though the reasons again 

remain obscure and unresolved. However, 

bi-amping obviously achieves much greater 

mechanical isolation between the speaker 

drivers than other techniques, especially where 

the networks feeding each driver are kept 

separate too, and this could well be at least 

one reason why bi-amping is an effective 

upgrade, if an expensive one. 

Paui Messenger is a former editor of Hi-Fi 

Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years 

Game, SET and match 
Italian triodes set Art's pulse racing 

H
ere are just some of the things every 

single-ended triode amp I've used does 

better than every push-pull amp of my 

experience: SETs have a more involving musical 

presentation; they play melodies with an 

easier, more believable sense of flow; they 

allow solo voices and instruments to stand 

proud of their surroundings in a remarkable 

way. Within their power envelope, and paired 

with the right speakers, they're more dramatic. 

(I've never been startled, thrilled, or captivated 

by a push-pull amplifier the way I've been by 

the best SETs.) And although a few push-pull 

amps are pacier and capable of greater levels 

of rhythmic relentlessness - round up the 

usual suspects on that one - all the SET amps 
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"As Swiss Toni might say, 'playing the 
Solista amplifier is very much like making 
love to a beautiful woman'." 
I've heard are ahead of the rank-and-file in that 

regard. It's that aspect of their performance 

that's makes a SET so surprising to the 

audiophile who's new to the breed - hearing 

an amp with a timbrally thick and somewhat 

riper-than-real upper mid-bass range that 

carries the music's timing element better than 

most comparatively lean push-pull amps. 

Which brings me to the good-looking Solista 

integrated amp from Viva Audio Devices of 

Vicenza, Italy. The Solista uses a single 845 

output tube per channel to pass a maximum of 

1 8  watts across an eight-ohm load, and its 

front end can sort the input signals from four 

line-level sources - or you can use this 

integrated as a power amp only, driven from a 

pair of inputs that skip the first gain stage. The 

Solista is every inch a SET in all the best ways 

and a few of the worst (it's hot, pricey and shy 

of neutral), but with a character all its own. As 

Swiss Toni might say, "playing the Solista 

amplifier is very much like making love to a 

beautiful woman". Indeed, like the world's 

most beautiful women, its bottom end is full -

a shade more than average, I suppose - and 

almost unimaginably seductive. And like the 

world's most beautiful instruments, the Solista 

has texture; loads of gorgeous, music-sounds. 

Driving my Quads, the Solista makes music 

unfailingly interesting and colorful, like a good, 

willful conductor. It makes the interplay 

between the French horn and Nathan 

Milstein's violin in the Dvorak Concerto sound 

like the dialog that it is, and it gives Bill 

Monroe's picking hand a wrist and a forearm 

to go with it, if you know what I mean. The 

Sol ista may not be the flattest, most accurate 

audio amplifier I've ever heard, but it finds the 

heart and soul in every piece of music I throw 

at it, and that's rarer than you may think. 

At just under $1 0,000, the Viva Solista isn't 

cheap, but it pushes all the right buttons - and 

its smooth, sculpted chassis, which manages to 

look both high-tech and organic, is a pleasure 

for two of my other senses. In every way, this 

may be the most expressive amp you can buy. 

Art Dudley has written for Hi-Fi Heretic, 

Sounds Like and Listener. He lives in the US 

and works as Stereophile's editor-at-large 

Two-channel reprise 
Stereo's death was greatly exaggerated 

I
've been saying this on and off for so long 

I'm beginning to believe my own hype. 

Something is happening, and it looks and 

smells remarkably like a resurgence of interest 

in good, old-fashioned two-channel stereo. 

I noticed it towards the back end of last year. 

One of the first to break cover was Marantz, 

which released the PMll stereo amplifier and 

the SA 11 stereo SACD player, both costly 

designs with real talent Denon soon followed 

with a more expensive take on the same idea, 

the PMA-SA-1 and the DCD-SA l .  Although the 

two companies are part of the same group, the 



products are completely different, and equally 

clearly the progeny of enthusiasts who have 

managed to get the backing to launch 

components with few of the usual commercial 

imperatives. How else do you explain why the 

amplifier half of the De non pairing doesn't 

even make provision for remote control' 

Other straws in the wind include T+A (in 

some ways like Linn Products a decade ago), 

which has launched its dramatically styled top 

loading SACD player- the DlO - to match the 

VlO integrated valve amp and G lOR record 

player. There are other examples of new and 

important stereo products, from producers who 

hitherto nailed their colours to the 

multichannel mast, as well as from ones who 

continue to fly the flag for two-channel high 

fidelity or even batted for both teams. These 

include Classe, NAD and Arcam - all of which 

have recently made significant announcements 

- and Cambridge Audio, which is about to 

venture into Arcam/Cyrus territory. 

Another example has just been unveiled by 

Onkyo on a recent press visit to the company 

headquarters in Osaka. For many, Onkyo has 

been almost exclusively associated with home 

cinema, though on its home turf, the company 

turns out to be a market leader in compact 

stereo systems, way a head of Den on for 

example. What they are about to launch, 

however, is a new amp and matching CD 

player, not much bigger than a Cyrus 6 and 

similarly equipped. They're even less expensive, 

too, at £500 for the amp and £400 for the 

player. The difference is that the amp is a 

hybrid Class D design, with some interesting 

and novel circuit design, but with dual toroidal 

transformers in charge of its analogue power 

supply. On the basis of a listening session at 

Onkyo's ranch, using some intriguing speakers 

of their own design (and also a brief spell 

driving B&W's famously undriveable DMBOl in 

an enormous train shed of a conference room), 

it is a thoroughly listenable combination that 

could easily stir up the market when they 

appear in the shops in the not too distant 

future. And there's a tuner to follow, too ... 

A handful of swallows don't make a spring, 

and I'm not about to suggest that two-channel 

sound is rampant once more, or that it's driven 

surround sound to the point of extinction. And 

no, valves and vinyl will not inherit the earth. 

But there is life in the old dog yet. Stereo isn't 

ready to be put out to pasture in hi-fi land, and 

the last few months show that even the biggest, 

most commercial electronics multinationals 

have people on board who are willing and able 

to fight the good fight, people who clearly love 

music reproduced well. .. in stereo. 

Alvin Cold began writing about hi-fi more than 

20 years ago and hos since become one of the 

UK's most internationally renowned reviewers 

While preparing this month's 

Ultimate Croup Test, I was struck 

(not for the first time) by how 

well many of the CD players 

around today measure. At least in terms of the 

basic tests - frequency response, distortion, 

jitter - they come up smiling to an extent that 

makes one wonder how they can possibly 

sound discernibly different. Are we missing 

something significant' 

It goes through every audio tester's mind 

from time to time that the simplified signals 

we generally use for lab testing may fail in 

some important way to simulate the behaviour 

of the equipment in the presence of real music. 

So why not test with real music' This isn't a 

new suggestion - 'null testing' of amplifiers in 

particular goes back decades and is the core of 

all reviews, even blind panel listening tests. 

The big problem is interpretation. You subtract 

the output from the input and there's 

something left. In principle it's distortion, but 

is it significant' It may be something as 

innocuous as a minute phase shift, or 

something as damaging as high-order 

crossover distortion. Simple test signals will 

allow you to identify causes more easily. 

But modern test equipment is making it ever 

easier to compare equipment with a reference, 

correcting for side effects on the way. Once the 

output of the Device Under Test has been 

stored on a computer, the data can be 

manipulated in all sorts of ways to sift out the 

most significant elements of the difference 

between input and output. For a start, pure 

time delaying is possible on a computer, 

despite being something almost impossible in 

the analogue domain. 

I tried something of the sort with a couple of 

the CD players. Play a track, record the 

analogue output via a good ADC 

(synchronised to the player's digital output for 

a proper time reference), then digitally 

compare the result with the original digital 

recording, which is stored on the computer. 

Even then, it's not simple. There will be an 

element of delay between the reference and 

the Signal Under Test, and while it is trivial to 

synchronise them to the nearest whole sample 

"The simplified signals 
used for testing may fail to 
simulate the behaviour of 
hi·fi with real music." 

interval, if you want a good null test, you need 

to do a lot better than that. In order to achieve 

sub-sample delays with good accuracy, you 

have to upsample both reference and SUT by a 

large factor, leading to horribly large file sizes 

(anything up to BOMB per second of audio). 

You then delay by an exact number of new 

samples. Tedious. 

Once this is all achieved, you simply subtract 

reference from SUT. The result, in one case, was 

around -70dB. Well, that's not at all bad, but if 

it's non-linear distortion, it's not great either. If, 

however, it's just frequency-dependent phase 

shift due to the output filter, it's excellent. 

But, how to tell7 Actually, ears work very well 

here; boost the level of the residual until it's 

audible, and if it sounds reasonably 'musical', 

then it's probably mostly the result of harmless 

phase shifts. Then you can start trying to 

simulate the output filter to remove its effects. 

Again, tedious. 

With digital techniques like this, jitter can be 

a problem, as can amplitude jitter (small 

amplitude variations, probably inaudible in 

themselves), giving inflated readings. All the 

same, as we learn tricks to make this kind of 

measurement more practicable, expect to hear 

more about 'real music' lab testing. In the end, 

it may give us more convincing answers than 

we're used to. HFC 



audiofile 
® ESSENTIALS 

BLACK RHODIUM POLAR CONCERTO 
ANALOGUE INTERCONNECT £225 (1 M PAIR) 

� This smart and not-too-inflexible interconnect, another of BR's 
\0 cryogenically treated 'Polar' range, is a pseudo-balanced design. It 

has the screen connected at one end and an asymmetric arrangement 
with three separately insulated conductors connecting the 'hot' side and 
one the ground. No problem with that, nor with the eminently sensible 
twisting together of the two channels, which aids interference rejection. 
Sound is clear but slightly dark in timbre, a BR trademark. We obtained 
particularly good results using this cable between a couple of phono 
stages and an integrated amp, and while it gave no problems with 
digital sources, we'd recommend it particularly for analogue devices. 

m 01332 755766 (i� www.blackrhodium.co.uk 

LAST RECORD PRESERVATIVE 
LP TREATMENT £27.50 
� A couple of issues ago we looked at LAST's Stylast, which claims to 
\0 prolong stylus life. This does the same for LPs, so say LAST. Can it 

work/ The evidence looks quite convincing and an admittedly crude test 
we carried out with a spare LP and an elderly, heavyweight arm and 
cartridge seemed to bear it out. At any rate, brushing this liquid on and 
off a disc as per instructions is a painless process that certainly does no 
harm that we could discern and indeed did seem to reduce surface noise 
slightly. That could have been just due to shifting some dirt, but we're 
inclined to think this works. Worth the bother for those really 
irreplaceable LPsl 
m 01234 741152 (if.• www.britishaudio.co.uk 
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SE TAIRE 'GOLDEN EARS' 
EQUIPMENT PLATFORM £179 
© In describing this as a 'tuneable platform', Fidele is not at all doing 

justice to the myriad options this support kit offers. The basic idea 
is that a laminated glass shelf sits on a couple of glass bars, one each 
side, with Sorbothane under the bars and between bars and shelf. The 
feet on the bars are fixed, but for intermediate duty there are 12 adhesive 
feet which can be positioned to taste. You can also position the bars too, 
right at the edge, further in .... and you could perfectly well borrow a few 
of the feet to support the equipment directly, if it's not too heavy. 
The end result is that you really can set this up for optimum performance 
under pretty much any equipment. Better still, however it's arranged, it's 
unusually non-resonant for glass. The Sorbothane gives pretty good 
isolation too, so you could even put a turntable on this platform. 
m 01563 829372 (if.• www.fidele.co.uk 

DARTXP PRO 
AUDIO SOFTWARE SUITE $200 
© XP Pro is a new product from one of the best-known names in the 

audio restoration software field, DART. It's not the cheapest, but 
you do get a plethora of features. Most impressively, this clearly 
represents a major advance on quality on what one could get a couple of 
years ago. With a little practice, one soon learns to set the restoration 
controls for a real reduction in annoying crackles and hiss on elderly and 
damaged recordings. Okay, so at high reduction settings odd warbles and 
modulations still crop up, but they're pretty much banished at modest 
settings. For anyone interested in audio restoration and manipulation, 
this is a must-try chunk of code. 
(if: www.dartpro.com 



GODAR FM-lA 
FM/ DAB ANTENNA £40 

� There are plenty of indoor antennas (aerials) available for FM, and 

\0 this one modestly claims a useful mix of gain and directivity for 

city-dwellers. But when one looks closely at the specs, there's a hint at 
other uses in the mention of coverage from 1 BOMHz to 216MHz - the 

very band where DAB resides. Now this isn't the smallest or most discreet 
indoor antenna, but therein lies it's strength; the only substitute for size 
in an antenna is more size. So yes, gain on FM is better than most indoor 
aerials and since it's not too hard to angle this one for best reception, it's 
easy to optimise. But the coverage also of DAB makes it a proper 
no-brainer for anyone with a two-band tuner and single antenna input. 
Just hope the same placement captures both 1 
� 01752 607474 @ www.tamaraudiovisual.co.uk 

KEMP ELEKTRONIKS HI-POWER CORD 
MAINS CABLE £56 (1 M) 

� The flood of upgrade mains cables shows no sign of abating yet. 

\0 Dutch manufacturer Kemp Elektroniks sticks mainly to the 

affordable end of the market, though to many folks, £5 6 is a pretty hefty 

price for 'just' a mains lead. But can it upgrade sound? Like most of them, 
it seems to have a small beneficial effect, the sort of thing you'll probably 

notice in a familiar and well-honed system. In all honesty, we couldn't 
describe this as dramatically more or less effective than similarly-priced 
competitors, but it does seem to have a bit of a distinctive character, 
quite fast and light on its feet. Well made and practical too. 
� 01753 652669 �;) www.kempelektroniks.nl 

LAST STYLUS CLEANER 
STYLUS CLEANING FLUID £15 
© Unlike much of the LAST range, at least there's little controversy 

over the premise of this accessory - keeping your stylus clean 

prevents unnecessary distortion and noise in your LP sound. It also helps 
prolong stylus and disc life. The little bottle of faintly medicinal-smelling 
liquid, and the accompanying carbon-fibre brush, provide just the thing 
for easy removal of both dust and sticky deposits from the stylus, and it's 
pretty hard to damage the cartridge with either of them. There's been 
some argument over whether wet stylus cleaning is a good idea, but 

while indiscriminate use of fluids may be a bad thing, really fussy 

cleanliness is hard to achieve by other methods and this is an excellent 
solution. This is well worth the asking price. 

� 01234 741152 (ii) www.britishaudio.co.uk 

BLACK RHODIUM POLAR SCHERZO 
DIGITAL INTERCONNECT £135 (1 M) 
© 'Scherzo' means 'joke', but there's nothing funny about this cable. 

It's an honest-to-goodness 75-ohm coaxial link that, in our trial 
systems, provided reliably beneficial connection between digital sources 
and DACs. Compared with familiar references, it comfortably held its own 
at the price, slightly missing out on the magic we've heard from the very 
best, most expensive digital cables but still offering really solid, stable 

stereo images and well presented lashings of detail. In these important 

areas, Polar Scherzo is well ahead of giveaway (and near-giveaway) digital 
leads. Practical, compatible and recommended. 
� 01332 755766 :)!) www.blackrhodium.co.uk 
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0 MONITOR AUDIO" 

21-30,000 Hz 
all present and correct 

THE NEW SILVER RS LOUDSPEAKERS 

The matching C-CAM" drivers of the new Silver RS loudspeaker systems 

are made from a material originally developed by the aerospace industry 

for jet-engine blades. They operate with piston-like accuracy over a 

greater frequency range than ordinary drivers and they don't distort. 

This means you'll enjoy more accurate sound, wider bandwidth and 

precise imaging from multi-channel music and film recordings. 

What's more, the slender, matching RS designs, expertly rendered in a 

choice of five real-wood veneers, will blend smoothly with any interior 

and look as good as they sound. 

For details of your nearest Monitor Audio dealer visit our website at: 

www.monitoraudio.co.uk 

T. +44(0)1268 740580 E. info@monitoraudio.co.uk 



Essential EST 

1. Seven Days Of Falling (2003) 

A straight stereo album featuring 

some of Svensson's most 

memorable tunes, including Ballad 

Of The Unborn. 

2. Live In Stockholm (2003) 

[J}•-
EST's last foray into surround sound 

(available on DVD) used the rear 

channels subtly to generate audience 

ambience, without affecting the music 

. : = i audiof ile 
�INTERVIEW 

3. Viaticum (2005) 

Released in Europe on SACD (it's 

CD only in the UK), where the 

acoustic instruments get the 

surround treatment. Impressive! 
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I 
ARCAM'S INCREDIBLE 
SOLO CD/DAB RECEIVER 

11 WORTH ! 1,000! 

A
rcam's first attempt at combining audiophile sound with one-box 

simplicity has proven a real hit here at Hi-Fi Choice, with the new 

Solo earning a Best Buy award in the July issue (HFC 268). The unit 

combines the CD playing essentials from the CD73 with a DAB/FM radio 

tuner and a chip-based SO-watt 'audiophile' amplifier. All this in a 

standard width, sleek and sexy aluminium case with full remote 

functionality. Arcam has also upgraded the aesthetics of the Solo, 

managing to retain those distinctive Arcam styling cues, yet making 

something wholly new and cool looking. The product has connections for 

QUESTION: 

What cutting-edge technology is the 

Solo's amp section based on? 

A: A chi p 

B: A potato wedge 

C: A curly fry 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

up to five other source components plus a preamp output for expansion 

into high power territory, so there's plenty of growth potential. 

The result is a genuine fit and forget hi-fi system offering the ultimate in 

compact, convenient one-box fidelity. Sonically, it keeps music tight and 

true, expressing dynamics and conveying impressive body. It does 'natural' 

as well as it does 'gutsy', proving that a neat, single-box 'music centre' 

really can deliver high-fidelity sound. 

For your chance to win this superb integrated CD/DAB receiver, simply 

answer the question below. The lucky winner will be drawn at random. 

TO ENTER: 

By Phone: Simply call 0905 053 3352 and follow the 

instructions (your call will cost SOp per minute and last no 

longer than 90 seconds). 

By Text: Send the message HFC COMPl with the answer A, 

B or C to 83070. For example, if you think the answer is C: A 

curly fry then text HFC COMPl C to 83070. 

Employees of Future Publishing (including freelancers) and their relatives and any agents involved are ineligible to enter. The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes cannot be 

exchanged for cash. Closing date for entries is 27 July 2005. The entries will be judged after the closing date and the winners will be notified by telephone within ten days of that date. Prizes will be sent out 

within 28 days of notification by the companies involved, not Hi-Fi Choice or Future Publishing. Entering costs - BY TEXT: lx SOp (including VAD for each entry plus your usual text message cost. This service is 

available to T-Mobile, Orange, Vodafone and 02 customers only. BY PHONELINE: Each call costs 50p per minute and last approximately 90 seconds. Please remember to get permission from the person who 

pays the bill before you enter. No purchase necessary. Alternatively, please send your name, address and telephone number with the correct answer to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London 

Wl U 6FP. If you have any problems making your call or sending your text, please contact the service provider. Tel: 0871 434 6460. Email: help@ukcustomersupport.com 
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Valhalla 

Nordost (UK) Limited 
Unit 7, Aber Park Industrial Estate, 

Aber Road, Flint, Flintshire, CH6 SEX. 

Tel: 01352 730251 Fax: 01352 731273 

Email: sales@nordostuk.com 

Nordost Corporation 
200 Homer Avenue, Ashland, 

MA 01721, USA. 

Tel: ( 508) 881 1116 Fax: ( 508) 881 6444 

Email: sales@nordost.com 

Please visit our website at: 

www.nordost.com 



This month's varied musical morsels 
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, 
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson 

The Creation 

Andreas Spering (conductor), Vokan 

Ensemble Kain 

Naxos 8.557380-81 

Music: This budget two-disc set on the 

Naxos label is one of the few recordings 

of this important and largescale 

oratorio performed on original 

instruments. It gives the orchestral 

sound a sharper quality and more open 

textures than you might expect, but 

without loss of gravitas and power. The 

soloists, chorus and orchestra have a 

vitality that casts many more celebrated 

and costly versions in the shade. This is 

an assured performance too. **** 

Sound: A co-production with German 

Radio, the recording was made at 

Deutschlandfunk Sendesaal, Koln in 

2003 in an acoustic that has a very real 

but far from excessive warmth, which 

suits the nature of the music and the 

performers_ Great value. *****AC 

Chavez Ravine 

Reprise 

PRAYING FOR THE RAIN 

Serena 

Twin Arrows Music 

Music: Praying For The Rain are, 

essentially, Italian-Canadians Domenic 

and Vincenzo Deccicco plus various pals 

and their bag is an often breezy blend 

of European melodies and world 

rhythms - effortless vocals, violins, 

guitars and accordions drift in and out 

over hand-drums, congos and 

instruments most of us can't pronounce. 

And it all works well on this, their ninth 

album. Where The Heort Lies (recorded 

live at Islington's acoustic bastion, the 

Union Chapel) is the most uptempo 

piece, the title track is the most catchy, 

while the atmospheric Italian Lullaby is 

the most evocative but, really, they'll all 

good. Magical. **** 

Sound: Even the live stuff cuts through 

well and the studio numbers here are 

laced with any number of discreet, and 

discrete, subtleties_ **** PS 

Music: Since Ry Cooder's last solo album -

1987's Get Rhythm - he's won Grammies for his 

world music collaborations with Ali Farka Toure 

and Buena Vista Social Club, while insisting he 

would never make another record under his own 

name. Whatever changed his mind to fly solo 

again, we can only be grateful for Chavez Ravine is a masterful concept. Based on 

the story of a Mexican community in LA demolished in the 1950s to make way 

for the Dodgers stadium, Cooder tells the story of the impact on the lives of the 

displaced residents through a series of potent songs that also find him singing on 

record for the first time in almost 20 years. **** 

Sound: Mexican and fifties rock 'n' roll influences blend to create a time-warp 

effect enhanced by an old-fashioned production that recalls the balmy days of 

valve technology and live takes. The bright, all-digital days of Bop 'Ti/ You Drop 

are long forgotten, thankfully.**** NW 

AMERICAN CONTEMPORARIES 

John Harbison: Quartet No_ 2 

Richard Wernick: Quartet No_ 4 

Gunther Schuller: Quartet No. 3 

Emerson String Quartet 

DGG Echo 21 28947 75384 

Music: The three quartets in this 

recording are by three contemporary 

North American composers who use 

relatively tough, uncompromising 

musical language. The recording is 

easier to listen to than you might 

expect, partly because of the quality of 

the works (the Harbison being the most 

approachable), and partly thanks to the 

excellence of the Emerson Quartet, 

who act as effective advocates of music 

that they clearly believe in. ***** 

Sound: The eclectic nature of the music 

matches the clean, translucent acoustic 

of the recording venue, the American 

Academy and Institute of Arts and 

Letters in New York, which confers 

clarity of line and analysis.**** AC 

RICKIE LEE JONES 

Duchess Of Coolsville 

Rhino 

Music: Since her 1979 world-wide hit, 

Chuck E's In Love, Rickie Lee Jones has 

rarely seen fit to trouble the charts_ 

Over the years, she's dipped in 

and out of a variety of musical genre 

and has worked with Rock's Great and 

Good. Her cut glass razor of a voice cuts 

a beautiful swathe through a range of 

highlights too numerous to mention -

she's quite simply an icon and this 

compilation is well overdue. ***** 

Sound: The music has been culled from 

a dozen albums spanning nearly 25 

years, as well as a bunch of demos and 

unreleased material. There's been little 

if any attempt to remix or remaster the 

tracks as a cohesive whole, but they 

remain an authentic record of the time 

and place they were recorded, for good 

or ill.*** DO 



Oscillons From The Anti-Sun 
Pure 

THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "The recording's strength lies in its s1mpl1c1ty" 

LEO KOTTKE 6 & 12 String Guitar Takoma Records 

Music: Leo Kottke's third album, was made for John 

Fahey's short-lived Takoma Records label in 1972 and 
makes a good showcase for his considerable talent. Clearly 
influenced by Fahey as well as country and blues musicians 

of the 1950s and 1960s, it reveals Kottke's enthusiasm 
and vitality as a player. Here you have 13 original tunes 

and a version of Bach's Jesu Joy of Man's Desiring played 

on zingy steel strings. Flavours vary from the upbeat 

Deadwing 

energy of Watermelon to the contemplative The Fisherman. 

Having listened to this on and off since its release I can 
vouch for its long term appeal and the fact that Kottke has 
rarely bettered it.***** 

Sound: This recording's strength lies in its simplicity, one 

man and one guitar. You wouldn't have thought this 

difficult, but many have failed to reproduce the energy and 

tonal variety on offer here. **** JK 

DVD-Audio (24148 surround, DTS 5.1, PCM stereo) 

DTS Entertainment 

Music: Porcupine Tree are a British band, but sound 

American enough to enjoy most of their success over 

there. A four piece rock band with keyboards in place of 

Music: Since they formed in 1992, Stereolab 

have pursued an idiosyncratic path, releasing 

records prolifically if irregularly on their own 

Duophonic label. This, their first compilation, 
consists of three CDs and one DVD featuring a 

clutch of self-produced videos and a handful of 

Stereolab 
�scillons 

fr� 
the Anti-Sun 

� 

a second guitar, their influences would appear to be a 

mix of Rush, Muse and the likes of Stone Temple Pilots. 

Theirs is a small niche in a big field, but the use of light 
and shade marks them out from the competition ... and 

makes for atmospheric listening of the sort that's well 

suited to the multichannel experience. Described by some 

as prog-rock, Deadwing has variety if not quite the originality of early prog, but 

it does not lack in power and energy and is not unafraid to show its more 

sensitive side. *** 
Sound: All three versions of this album are 24-bit/48kHz and thus don't really 

push the envelope of fidelity, but the production is very slick and the surround 

mix opens things up to good effect. *** JK 

SCHUBERT 
Octet in F Major: Op Poth. 16 

Camerata Freden 

UK TV appearances. The CD features snippets of their space age bachelor pad 

music culled from throughout their career, and includes many examples of their 

Krautrock-influenced dronescapes and more than a few pop masterpieces, 

including the gargantuan Fluorescences and the pop perfection of Ping Pong, 

without a doubt the finest example of Marxist dialectics married to featherlight 

electronic pop as exists in the English language. ***** 
Sound: Despite their lo-fi image, Stereolab and main man Tim Caine in 

particular have a delicate ear for warm, analogue-sounding electronics and 

coolly endearing vocals. Throughout, it sounds like the friendliest of computers 

at work.**** DO 

DVD-Audio (24/96 surround) 
TACET DVD D133 

- . 
.,. ... 

SANDY DENNY 
The North Star Grassman And The 

Ravens 

Island 

Music: In 1971, Sandy Denny was riding 

the high of highs. For her first solo 

outing (original title Slapstick 

Tragedies), engineer John Wood and 

producer Richard Thompson 
alchemically produced gold from a 
singer who was legendary at putting 

things off till the last second. Late 

November and The Seo Captain sound 

like Fairport Convention never sundered 

and the dronal masterpiece Next Time 

Aroun' will take your breath away. This 
disc also comes with wonderfully 

stripped demos and non-orchestrated 
bonus tracks. ***** 

Sound: From Richard Thompson's 

jazz-inflected electric guitar to Harry 

Robinson's lush string settings the 
sound never falters a jot. **** MP 

AMADOU & MARIAM 
Dimanche a Bamako 

Other 

Music: Blind husband and wife duo 

Amadou & Mariam from Mali have long 

been favourites with the world music 

audience. But, with Manu Chao in the 

producer's chair, Dimanche a Bamako 

should be the crossover album that 

finds them a broader audience. The 
duo's earthy sound remains intact, but 

Chao has given them a dramatic 

makeover through his own flair for an 

pop melody. The irresistibly catchy 

Senegal Fast Food finds him taking the 

lead vocal and is the most immediate 

track, but the entire record brims with 

winning tunes.***** 
Sound: Anyone who bought Chao's 
Clondestino album will love this, as he 

brings the same thrilling sonic audacity 
to a production that sparkles with 
rule-defying invention.***** NW 

Music: If you don't know the great Schubert Octet, 

here's a safe home for your money - a glowing 

performance in superb surround sound. The music is 

unfailingly song-like, with a richness of thematic content 

and development, in a work apparently inspired by 

Beethoven's Septet. Scored for string quartet and 

reinforced by a double bass, clarinet and horn, the 

textures are as light and as open as air, while the structure 

hints at the symphonic skills that he was honing on his way to being the 

composer of the great Symphony in C, the 9th. Camerata Freden approach the 
work with freshness and vitality, and consummate musicianship.***** 

Sound: Schubert's Octet is a great subject for TACT's Real Surround process, 

which places the instruments around the listener, whose viewpoint is directly in 

the centre. The effect is analytical in a positive sense and also instructive, 

making it very clear how the work is put together. *****AG 

JOEY RAMONE 
Don't Worry About Me 

DualDisc (one side CD stereo, the other side 

multichannel DVD-Audio) 

Silverline 

Music: Bass thumping Dee Dee may have been the punk 

heart of the Ramones, and guitarist Johnny the blurred 

fingers behind their raw power, but it was singer Joey who 
gave them their pop appeal. His impossibly gawky frame 

hunched over the microphone, it was his love of pop and 

surf tunes that gave the band their melodic hooks and 

raised them from yet another nascent New York punk band into one of the 

greatest rock bands ever. His only solo album was released shortly after his death 

from cancer in 2001 and is a bracing batch of punk-pop covers and original songs, 

including the heartbreaking anti-cancer anthem I Get Knocked Down (But I'll Get 

Up) and a punked up but successful cover of What A Wonderful World.**** 

Sound: With echoes of legendary producer Phil Spectors work on the Ramones' 

End Of The Century, the album has a big, broad sound a world away from da 
bruddas' early output. The surround mix offers a more luxurious alternative 

without over-egging the pudding.*** DO 
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The pick of this month's best letters 
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, London 
WI U 6FP. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk 

Above: Linn LP12 turntable 

CRIED OFF 

I read with interest the comments by Sevenoaks 

Sound and Vision managing director Paul Lee Kemp, 

in Choice Moil (Suffer The Consequences, HFC 268). I 

think he should spend more time watching what's 

going on in his shops, rather than crying over a few 

people who demo kit and then don't buy. Women go 

into many shops trying on shoes and not buying -

and you never hear shoe shops crying. 

Dave Whitter via email 

HFC We wouldn't say women never buy shoes, 

however, there are many businesses that 

experience consumer 'browsing' before seeing a 

purchase - magazines being both the biggest 

victims and the biggest beneficiaries of browsing. 

There are two sides to this debate, though. It 

would be sad to see high street retailers disappear, 

as we would all suffer but equally, consumers are 

acting just like many businesses do -sourcing the 

cheapest supplier. As long as you're under no 

illusion about the level of customer care you get 

from the best dealers, you pays your money etc... 

LAZY SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

I recently grabbed the June issue of Hi-Fi Choice 

(HFC 267) and powered up the hi-fi before trying to 

read the Ultimate Group Teston £1,000-£1,500 

loudspeakers. Getting half way through each article, I 

kept losing my place - I've heard Money for Nothing 

a thousand times, but when the drumbeat kicks I 

have to pay attention! Here's a simple test you can 

do at home - if you can read a whole article (of 

anything) whilst playing music, there must be 

something wrong with your system. Anyway, my 

system is old and a bit neglected. My LP12 must need 

a service by now, the cartridge is eight years old, but, 

"My LP12 must need a 
service by now, the 
cartridge is eight 
years old, but I blow on 
it now and again." 

I do blow on it now and again if there is a big clump 

of fur visible. All this in a smallish lounge, at low 

volume and I am in hi-fi heaven. I am sure there are 

better systems out there, but I work all day and would 

rather just sit back and listen. Eugene Tan hit the nail 

on the head in Choice Moil (Beautiful Surprise, HFC 

267) - a great deal of enjoyment can be had with a 

VW Golf, but don't stop writing about the Ferraris -

who knows, someday I might be able to afford one' 

Keep up the good work. 

Gavin via email 

PUKKA 

A couple of things have made me think about hi-fi 

now and in the future. Jamie Oliver has been talking 

food to children and apparently held up a carrot and 

asked, "What's this7" to a reply of "Onion? Potato?" 

etc. The children had no idea. What has this to do 

with hi-fi7 I'll get to that in a moment. The second 

thing was Natasha Beddingfield's recent concert, 

which was broadcast to mobile phones where the MC 

stated that music lovers no longer had to go to 

concerts to experience them. These two things have 

got me worried for the future of hi-fi. If a child 

doesn't know a carrot from a potato what chance 

have they knowing the difference between a guitar 

and a piano, yet alone a clarinet and an oboe? If c::i 
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[Choice Mail] Readers' letters 

Above: Denon DVD-2900 universal disc player 

CJ their only association with live music is through a 

mobile phone, how would they know what an 

instrument should sound like? Therefore, why would 

they want to spend money trying to replicate the 

sound in their homes? What effect is this going to 

have on the future hi-fi buying public? 

Paul Delarue via email 

HFC The same worry was expressed at the start of 

the Walkman age, and look how many cassette 

buyers now own a CD player? But, perhaps 

children don't want CD players, amps and large 

speakers anymore -everything can run from a PC 

and music can be downloaded. At least, that's one 

opinion. We maintain that there will always be 

music lovers and for those that truly love music, 

hi-fi will continue to be the means to maximising 

pleasure. As long as CDs and vinyl are still in 

circulation in 15 years time we should still have 

some kit available to play it on. 

R.1.P. HIGH RESOLUTION 

The tide has turned on DVD-Audio and SACD, it 

seems. Sentiment has turned sour and a lot of people 

are giving the formats a kicking. Perhaps they are 

simply tired of being told what they should be buying 

and listening to? Don't the music companies and 

FREELANCE WRITERS WANTED! 

Future Publishing has a number of opportunities on our 

technology, games and PC magazines for freelance writers to work 

across our extensive portfolio. 

If you're a technology, computing. games, hi-fi or home cinema 

enthusiast, love to write, know your stuff, can explain things clearly 

and concisely, would like to earn extra money and see your name in 

print, we'd be interested in hearing from you. Experience is not 
necessary- 1ust a love for your subject and a desire to engage 
other people in it 

Contact Nick Merritt, Technology Group Senior Editor in the 

first instance with a 400 word article about any item you've 

bought this year. If we like your style, we'll get in touch. 

Email: nick.merritt@futurenetco.uk 

Post: Nick Merritt, Future Publishing, 

99 Baker St, London, WlU 6FP, UK 

www.futurenetcom 

DO WHAT YOU LOVE DO 
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"High-resolution hi·fi 
gear should have been 
marketed as two 
channel - it's too late 
now, we've moved on." 

manufacturers get it? No one wants 5.1 speakers in 

their home. This is not America - we don't have 

entertainment rooms. We have pre-war terraces, flats 

and ever decreasing room sizes in new build housing. 

Music from behind your listening position - so what? 

High-resolution hi-fi gear should have been marketed 

as two channel - perhaps then audiophiles would 

have given a monkey's. It's too late now, we've all 

moved on. 

Mr Walker via email 

HFC Moved on where? So long as the major labels 

back the formats, universal players have a chance. 

With a universal player, you can always configure 

in two channel mode anyway, enjoying CD along 

with high resolution formats. We're still amazed at 

the lack of promotion behind both formats, 

however. Let's see if DualDisc gets a bigger push ... 

CHOICE CUTS 

Some of your SACD/DVD-A disc reviews are a bit 

obscure. I couldn't find the EST Viaticum SACD 

anywhere and retailers were drawing blanks. How 

about printing contact numbers? 

Mike Devonshire via email 

HFC Although the CD is widely available, the 

SACD of Viaticum is an import, but it can be 

bought from www.actmusic.com and Amazon 

Germany-www.amazon.de. Also, try ACT's UK 

distributor, Proper Music Distribution, on 020 

8676 5190 or email sales@proper.uk.com. 
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Experience the 
perfection of purity 

Marantz introduces the TT-1551 to enhance its hi-fi series 

www.marantz.com I Marantz 01753 680868 





[Beautiful Systems ] 

Body and soul 
Some hi-fi is faster than a Ferrari and thinner than Jodie 
Kidd. This beefcake combo restores a sense of proportion 

T
o the best of my knowledge, no 

hi-fi reviewer at the sharp end of 

the business has ever employed 

the phrase 'a lovely tone' to describe the 

sound of a hi-fi component. Tonality is a 

valid enough subject that allows any 

number of descriptive possibilities in 

pursuit of subjective precision: fat, thin, 

warm, cold, strident, mellow, smooth and 

coarse are merely the cruder examples. 

But 'lovely' tone? No. 

Pity. My grand-dad, long since passed 

on, frequently used to comment that his 

Grundig Yacht Boy - a monster of a 

portable radio back in the days when 

Grundig was a quality gig, with more 

bands at its disposal than Bob Geldof -

had a lovely tone. I was just a kid - yet 

to thumb through the my first hi-fi 

magazine - but I knew exactly what he 

meant. It meant just right. Neither too 

fat nor too thin, too warm nor too cold. 

The sound had legs beyond the leading 

edge, a depth, a substance and a 

complexity of texture that was both 

inviting and reassuring. Male voices 

sounded golden, massed strings 

romantic, brass bands brassy. 

Rose tinted? Quite possibly, especially 

by the standards of what followed. 

Speed, resolution and rhythmic alacrity 

made quite a splash in the 1970s and 

1980s and attracted a following that 

still marches to a snappy beat. 

Especially here in Blighty- we got into 

the rhythm method even more than a 

brace of popes. It was an important 

development that pushed audio 

designers in the right direction. By the 

same token, there were those who felt 

left behind, who felt that they were 

being short-changed and who, to be 

blunt, yearned for the return of tone 

controls, so that they could fashion their 

own 'lovely tone'. One theory is that the 

high-end, in at least one of its more 

multi-faceted guises, has grown up to 

meet that demand. 

Of course, the truth of it is that tone 

controls aren't the answer and never 

have been. A I ittle treble cut and bass 

boost can warm things up and give you 

a rough approximation of what some 

people call the 'radiogram sound', but for 

it to have real body, weight, control and 

that elusive 'human quality' - as well as 

the pace, transparency, clarity and detail 

vital for true high-fidelity reproduction -

it needs the inner structure and solidity 

only a seriously capable (read big and 

expensive) system can give. 

BIG IS BEAUTIFUL 

And here it is. Big and expensive is 

comfortably handled by the hugest and 

heaviest speaker yet to grace the pages 

of Beautiful Systems - though, at 

£6,000, not quite the priciest. Hailing, 

perhaps unsurprisingly, from Southern 

California in the USA, the FSOa is the 

top model in Revel's more 'affordable' 

Performa range. It's a lofty beast, but 

elegantly narrow and its five drivers are 

deployed in the all-important quest of 

delivering a genuinely wide bandwidth. 

The complement comprises a trio of 

ceramic composite 165mm cone woofers, 

which are said to reach all the way down 

to the lowest octave with the help of a 

large, rearward-firing reflex port. A 

l35mm ceramic composite cone driver 

housed in its own separate sub-enclosure 

gets the critical middle frequencies all to 

itself. Finally, the FSOa's 25mm titanium 

dome tweeter claims a frequency 

response extending far beyond the 

audible spectrum (ideal for SACD) and 

allied to wide dispersion characteristics. 

Two sets of high-grade terminals for 

bi-wiring or bi-amping are provided, but 

more unusual is the tweeter output level 

control that allows a one decibel boost 

or cut (in 0.5 dB increments) to 

compensate for room acoustics and 

loudspeaker placement. Constructed 

from what Revel calls "specially c::i 

"for sound to have real body, weight and control, 
it needs the inner structure and solidity only a 
seriously capable sy stem can give." 

-
Primare CD31 
CD player 
£1,500 
New flagship disc 

spinner from Primare 

combines spare, 

clean-cut looks and 

fortress build with 

state-of-the-art 

internals and a big 

sonic performance. 

Prima re 
PRE30 preamp 
£1,200 
A peach of a 
preamp, the PRE30 

delivers purist sonics 

but doesn't stint on 

facilities. Cool 

30-series design and 

excellent build are 

major attractions. 

(y ' . 

Primare A30.2. 
power amplifier 
£1,200 
Back-strainingly 

heavy, the A30.2 

doesn't disappoint 

when it comes to 

taking control of big, 

complex speakers. 

Serious grunt meets 

grace and finesse. 

Revel FSOa 
loudspeaker 
£6,000 per pair 
True wide bandwidth 

performance in 

typical Revel style. 

Brings music to life 

with an unforced 

delivery that simply 

sounds more real. 
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Cl braced composite materia I" and 

finished in real wood veneer, the FSOa's 

cabinet isn't exactly a thing of vanishing 

subtlety, but it is a satisfyingly 

understated piece of woodwork that's 

less imposing in situ than it is wrestling 

it out of its transit carton. Interfacing 

options with the floor include reversible 

spike feet to accommodate installations 

on carpet, tile, or hardwood. In addition 

to the maple finish of the supplied pair, 

it can also be had in equally pretty 

natural cherry or black ash finishes. The 

full-size black front detracts slightly, but 

the whole finish is extremely classy. 

SWEDISH SOPHISTICATION 

The latest disc spinner and pre/power 

amp combo from Sweden's Primare - a 

company, like Revel, with a reputation 

for concentrating on the whole 

performance envelope rather than just 

tunes and timing - make an arresting 

partnership with the speakers, sharing a 

similar solidity of architecture and 

simplicity. The sophistication is all on the 

inside. The stated aim of its CD31 CD 

player (an evolution of the highly 

regarded D30.2) is to "extract the last 

elusive nuance from CD and shrink the 

noise-floor almost to zero". At least 

according to Primare's blurb. 

The new player uses high grade 

discrete circuit components and fully 

balanced low-noise topology 

throughout, matching a high-quality 

24-bit DAC (for 96kHz sampling) with a 

high-performance 24/96 filter, and an 

ultra-low noise, high-speed output stage 

with the aim of preserving every musical 

nuance. Multiple isolated low noise 

power supplies are said to keep the 

musical signal free of electrical 

interference and to exploit the full 

potential of the CD31 's balanced design. 

Attention to detail is typically 

meticulous, down to the gold-plated 

analogue, digital and balanced outputs. 

The weighty robustness of the heavy 

steel casing inspires confidence, too, as 

well as matching Primare's other 30 

Series designs. 

Not least the PRE30 preamp, designed 

by Mike Bladelius (of last month's 

Beautiful System fame). Under the cool 

Scandinavian lid is a new Class A 

coupled (single-ended type), discrete and 

fully-balanced design. The input stage 

comprises HET input devices coupled in 

a fold back cascade for maximum 

transient speed. All stages are current 

loaded and the current source is 

thermally compensated, (no DC servos 

are needed). The output stage uses 

MOSFET devices. 

For the power supply, a custom-made 

lOOVA toroidal transformer and double 

active regulators are teamed with local 

regulators to ensure that all stages in 

the design receive the current needed for 

PRIMARE � 01423 359054 (::) WWWPRIMARE.NET 
REVEL � 01423 359054 (::) WWWREVELSPEAKERS.COM 

optimum performance. And the shunt to 

ground type volume control is usually 

found in much more expensive products, 

according to Primare. 

The preamp offers full remote control 

of all functions, including switching for 

its seven inputs (two sets of balanced 

and five sets of unbalanced). It also 

provides individually adjustable input 

sensitivity for all inputs and a surround 

processor throughput, allowing the 

listener to use the PRE30 in a home 

cinema application. 

Talking of home cinema, Primare has a 

reputation for high-quality multichannel 

components that only a handful of 

European brands can match. But this 

system is all about glorious, 

three-dimensional stereo, so the task of 

driving the big Revels is undertaken by 

the brand's chunky A30.2 power amp. A 

dual-mono design delivering 120 watts a 

side - each channel has its own identical, 

dedicated mono amplifier incorporating 

a heavy-duty, custom-made toridial 

transformer and low noise regulated 

power supplies - the A30.2 uses four 

ultra-fast bi-polar output devices in a 

push-pull configuration. Each employs a 

low level of negative feedback - crucial, 

says Primare, to the reproduction of 

music if it's to sound natural. 

Like much of the Prima re range, the 

A30.2 is a weighty piece of kit 

constructed from 2mm thick steel. The 
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"If your idea of the high end is sound that's faster, grippier and 
more agile than a Caterham Seven, this system might seem a tad 
dull. But we guarantee it will only seem so initially." 

back plate features seriously heavy-duty 

gold-plated loudspeaker terminals along 

with gold-plated RCA and XLR inputs. 

MORE MUSCLE, MORE MUSIC 

As with big American cars, so with big 

American speakers: there's no substitute 

for cubic inches. The big Revels have so 

much grunt, grip and grace you have to 

steel yourself from winding up the wick 

until the walls start to ripple Matrix-like. 

If you feel inclined to listen to Eric 

Clapton live at close to stadium levels 

without a bead of sweat rolling those 

towering baffles, they'll happily oblige. 

Their sound is lushly detailed and 

insightful yet never forced or spot-lit. 

They're strong at the frequency extremes 

(especially bass) and beautifully voiced in 

the middle. They image in 30, they're fast 

and they rock. They go loud effortlessly 

yet stay smooth and refined yet deeply 

dynamic. Most remarkably of all, they 

create the almost tangible presence of 

real musicians in the room. That elusive 

sense of 'body' I mentioned earlier. 

All the better, then, that the 

amplification isn't in any way bright or 

lean. If you thought the archetypal 

smooth, laid-back, full fat West Coast 

sound was a thing of the past, think 

again; this system delivers a particularly 

polished version. In fact, if it were any 

more West Coast, it would turn The 

Prodigy into The Eagles every time you 

play a disc. Fortunately, the amplification 

isn't that la id-back. 

It isn't JUSt that the bottom end has 

satisfying weight, power and extension; 

mid-range and treble are wholesomely 

natural and full, too. True, this isn't the 

airiest sounding system you'll ever hear, 

but neither does it want for delicacy, 

detail or atmosphere. Not that your 

attention is constantly drawn to such 

things. The bigger picture is far more 

enthralling - it's effortlessly musical and 

deeply enjoyable, especially when the 

sound is delivered in such a supple, 

loose-limbed manner. 

So, if your idea of the high end is 

sound that's faster, grippier and more 

agile than a Caterham Seven, this 

system might seem a tad dull. But we 

guarantee it will only seem so initially. 

After a while, you'll find yourself 

connecting more with the music and 

thinking less about the hi-fi. Yes, it's 

smooth ... but only inasmuch as it doesn't 

draw attention to any particular area of 

the frequency range. More importantly, it 

successfully captures the structure and 

timing of a performance and, again, 

does this without undue emphasis or 

exaggeration. Too many timing-oriented 

systems deliver a perfect beat at the 

expense of the rest of the performance, 

and even the most potent ambassadors 

of timing (such as Nairn Audio) have, of 

late, racked back a touch to produce a 

more balanced overall sound. 

The Primare and Revel combination 

can project an expansive soundstage 

and image convincingly. And it can be 

subtle and seductive, too. It can even 

keep a beat. But best of all is the way 

this system brings a natural harmonic 

richness to instrument timbre and the 

emotion it can pull from a simply sung 

song if it's there on the recording. The 

result is, of course, a hi-fi experience of 

the very highest order - but one most 

memorable for its lovely tone. HFC 

David Vivian 
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The colouration's in the finish 

Not in the music 

Distributed by: Henley Designs 

01235 511166 

www.henleydesigns.co.uk 

info@henleydesigns.co. uk 



OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED 

Percentage ratings for 

various different criteria. 

like sound quality and 

va I ue for money 

•,nor an 

ewe liked 

point here is 
to the job of 

recomm u 
�--�. aremtS"Wltn""MiJTiUTtIT'"t.800 player, th 

17 Mkll M, which has excellent build and 

·e a very good impression in HFC 243. At 

:.arne price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 

ng all-rounder in a compact case. 

'ter trying the Heart with the standard 

s we switched over to the Siemens 

Our overall conclusion 

fidence and ease. It even seems to be 

Yui.. Ldn rind ,.,..,, .. civilised players for tn\.. 

money. But few combine dynamic.s with fine 

timing skills as effectively as this. HFC 
Jason Kennedy 

The things we like most 

about the product 

The things we think 

could be better 

The product's final 

score. All criteria are 

taken into account 

but the emphasis 

is on performance. 

Components scoring 

more than 85% 

may qualify for an 

HFC Award Badge 

A component 

receiving the coveted 

Hi-Fi Choice Best 

Buy Badge has been 

judged to deliver 

excellent performance 

at its price point, 

thereby offering 

outstanding value 

for money. 

HHICHDICE 
magaZJne 

* 

Editor's Choice 

This Badge is 

awarded only to those 

components that 

are judged to deliver 

reference-standard 

performance, regardless 

of cost. These products 

may be considered 

among the very best of 

their kind. 
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Gianni Borinato, co-founder, 

designer and chief of R&D at 

Pathos Acoustics, discusses the 

hybrid nature of Cinema-X and 

what goes into a good amp 

design, multichannel and stereo 

HFC: Why choose a hybrid system? 

GB: We have always developed hybrid circuits, 

believing that the vacuum tube is the best 

component to amplify the audio signal in terms of 

voltage, while solid-state components are better 

able to supply high current to the load. Thus, it 

seems obvious to design hybrid circuits. However, 

some hybrid circuits that have been designed seem 

to sum the respective drawbacks of the two worlds. 

Our challenge at Pathos is to try to sum the 

respective advantages. 

What makes Pathos' hybrid design unique? 

We acknowledge that there are excellent all-tube 

and excellent all solid-state amplifiers on the 

market. However, like every designer, we have our 

beliefs and we stick to them. Tube amps deliver low 

current at a very high impedance, so that they 

need an output transformer to be able to drive the 

speakers. This is an extremely critical component 

that has a heavy influence on the sound. OTL 

(output transformerless) technology resolves this 

issue - however, we think a tube is not the best 

component to drive current directly to the load. 

On the other hand, solid-state components 

represent an ideal driver of the load. However, 

these are normally subject to some distortion of 

the odd harmonics, something to which the human 

hear is quite sensitive. 

Pathos was founded on the solid basis of a 

technological innovation, the INPOL circuit, which 

has been designed to overcome the above 

mentioned limitations. With this technology­

which is implemented in the Pathos TT lnPower 

and lnpol' amps - the tubes amplify the signal 

while the solid-state electronics only provides 

current to adequately drive the speakers. 

As with every solution, INPOL is not free from 

drawbacks: a high intrinsic cost (huge inductors, 

selection of components ... ) and some limitations in 

the output power, since the circuit is pure Class A 

and therefore develops high heat. So we later 

designed another group of power amplifiers-which 

are implemented in the Pathos Classic One, Logos, 

and Cinema-X - where we make use of MOSFET 

power stages in Class Al AB so that we can achieve 

high power at reasonable costs. 

Is multichannel a problem for hybrid designs? 

There are not too many problems, besides the usual 

issues of microphony and diaphony. 

Why have you avoided the use of DSP? 

The Cinema-X has been conceived as a 

no-compromise audio machine that provides the 

audio enthusiasts the flexibility to watch movies 

without scarifying the sound and without needing 

another piece of equipment in their living rooms. 

With this purpose in mind, we did not feel the need 

to include digital signal processing. 
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"The idea of switching from 110 to 450 watts 
may put the willies up some ... but the extra 
power means more grip and headroom." 
Cl first 15 seconds, the volume level when 

raising or lowering the gain, the input when 

running through source selection and two little 

dashes when in muted mode. The great thing 

is, though, you don't need to actively switch 

between multichannel and stereo modes - as 

you rack through the sources, so it changes 

from two to six-channels automatically. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The idea of switching from 110 to 450 watts 

may put the willies up some listeners, expecting 

blown drive units every time stereo is selected. 

Don't worry, there's no dramatic increase in 

volume level. The extra power comes across as 

more grip and headroom and - unless you 

choose to experiment with how long it takes to 

turn your speakers into a smoking ruin - the 

two channel mode is just as well behaved as 

the multichannel. 

But it's still a big sound. Big in 110 watts 

mode, bigger still when there are 450 watts up 

your speaker terminals. There is a sense of 

scale that is almost alpine; an orchestra is 

pulled wide of the speaker boxes, and the 

speakers themselves seem to have been given 

a size upgrade. There is considerable depth 

and even some genuine height to the sound, 

too. The combination of depth, width and 

height makes the sound seem huge, perhaps 

too huge: a solo voice can sometimes seem as if 

it's about five metres tall and four metres wide I 

There is a good, natural sense of dynamic 

scale, too. It's not the most obviously dynamic 

amplifier ever made and the American 

penchant for microdynamics - the dynamic 

envelope of a single note - is an element that's 

largely underplayed. But instead, dynamic 

shading is entirely right-sounding. Often, those 

amplifiers that concentrate on the tiny changes 

in dynamics of an individual instrument miss 

out on the bigger picture. Here, the Pathos 

concentrates on the whole sound, perhaps at 

the expense of some of the smaller things, but 

this gives a great feeling of an overall 

performance on a natural scale. 

A more pressing criticism is in the rhythm 

department, but whether this is a deal breaker 

depends on your perception of the importance 

of 'timing'. Those who can hear the timing 

changes in an alarm clock will find the 

Cinema-X hard to stomach, but those who 

aren't so obsessed by the pace of the sound will 

find the amplifier perfectly acceptable. In short, 

if your last amplifier was a Nairn, your next one 

will not be a Pathos. But, those who rejected the 

rhythmic sound of many Brit-fi amps for being 

too forward and almost fascistically controlling 

the beat, will grow to love the Cinema-X for its 

big, easy and dynamic performance. 



There is a common sound to Italian 

amplifiers, it seems. They are almost 

unilaterally warm and slightly romantic 

sounding. Perhaps they're not as snappy and 

rhythmic as some, but the sheer beauty of the 

sound wins many over. There are precious few 

amplifiers that sound this smooth, relaxed 

and ... well, creamy, especially the sort of 

amplifiers that can pump out nigh on half a 

kilowatt. You can almost imagine this amplifier 

crooning out 0 Sole Mio on a balmy night in 

Venice, even when you are playing Schoenberg. 

Of course, if the words 'rose tinted' are simply 

not in your vocabulary, move on. But, those 

who like some warmth to their sound will 

warm to the Cinema-X ... and there's a secret 

bonus for five-channel listeners. 

This warmth is not that uncommon among 

stereo hi-fi amplifiers, but is almost unheard of 

in multichannel. Even high-quality 

multichannel audio is almost pathologically 

connected to clean, sharp, solid-state impact, 

and for some hi-fi aficionados this sound is 

simply too sterile. There's worse to come from 

home cinema, as most amplifiers in this 

category sound untenably brittle to those who 

like the classic sound of valves. The Cinema-X 

is an extraordinary alternative - a refreshingly 

mellifluous integrated multichannel amplifier. 

Not much has been made of the detail so far, 

but again it falls into the 'big, but natural' 

camp. There is a touch of veiling that stops the 

instruments from taking on holographic 

qualities, but this matters less when the Pathos 

Pathos Cinema·X integrated multichannel amplifier [Review ] 

Rear-left MOSFET 
power amplifier 

Centre MOSFET --.;;:::� 
power amplifier 

Front-left -----.,,.'!-
MOSFET power 
amplifier 

delivers the sort of image size that is big 

enough to give your room the TARDIS 

treatment - it expands the performance 

beyond the limits of the walls of your room 

and makes things sound wonderful, if not 

strictly neutral in tone. 

VIDEO PERFORMANCE 
There really isn't much video processing on tap, 

with only a handful of composite video inputs. 

These drag down the quality of video signals to 

a lowest common denominator, something that 

the audio never does. But in the end it doesn't 

really matter - it's best to overlook the video 

switching altogether if you want to optimise 

this amp's audio quality. With video signals 

connected, the sound seems to be that bit 

more grainy and diffuse. Pop 'em out of the 

equation and the sound tightens up and seems 

more extended and grain-free, especially in the 

treble. Leave the amp to pure audio, then, and 

route any video signals elsewhere. 

.------------� PcBre�ysfor 
input selection 

Main power 
supply 

Rear-right 
MOSFET power 
amplifier 

Front-right 
MOSFET power 
amplifier 

r------- Six ECC88 double 
triode valves, 
one per channel 

We are prejudiced against pretty audio, 

especially in England. Unless it looks like it was 

built with hammers and a cold chisel, we think 

too much money has been spent on the looks 

and not enough on the audio circuit. But the 

Pathos Cinema-X is strikingly beautiful - and 

has a big, elegant sound to match. Some will 

think its character too rich and opulent, while 

others will bask in its generous, ear-hugging 

majesty. Most of all, though, anyone who 

fancies having their multichannel music and 

movies delivered with lashings of Italian 

romance should park their ears here. HFC 
Alan Sircom 

1111111Yll1 
>> SUB RATINC.S 

>--m_•• _o• _,. _•Mu _m_c• _ ... _' _"_"'_' _, A beautiful looking product 
with a sound to match, one of 
the most ear·pleasing ways to 
unite stereo and multichannel 

FEATURES» 70% 
l lllllA l l l 

f--BU _ l_L_D _ >_> _9-20-V0 -----I amplification in a single box. 

�CON 1111111 lAI 
Rose-tinted sound doesn't 

f-----------1 major on fine detail. Too 
esoteric and minimalist for 

summer 200S I Hl·FI CHOICE 43 



Homely honeys 
The new Sonus Oomus range includes a revised Concerto, to prove that home is where the heart is 

PRODUCT Son us Faber Concerto Dom us 

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker 

PRICE fl,799 per pair 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 20.Sx99x31 cm 

O Weight: 23.3kg each O 25mm ring radiator tweeter 
O 180mm bass/mid drive unit with coated paper cone 

Sensitivity/impedance: 88d8/4 ohms (nominal) 

O Finishes: combination of black leather and teak or 

black piano lacquer 

CONTACT � 020 8971 3909 @ www.sonusfaber.com 

S 
onus Faber, unarguably Italy's premier 

speaker brand, draws on a rich Italian 

vein of superb craftsmanship in wood. 

The company often designs enclosure shapes 

inspired by musical instruments, and the new 

Concerto Domus ('Domus' is 'home' in Latin) is 

suggestive of the cross-section of a lute. 

Like a lute, the back panel of the speaker 

effectively disappears in this design - only a 

very narrow strip remains externally, through 

which the single-wire speaker terminals are 

attached. This leaves a front panel wide 

enough to accommodate the bass driver, a 

reflex port and two converging curved side 

panels. These help to reduce and disperse 

cabinet resonances, and ameliorate the effect 

of internal standing waves. 

You might suppose this is very much the kind 

of thinking that a musical instrument maker 

would employ to conceive a loudspeaker. In 

Sonus Faber's own words, taken from a recent 

email conversation, "our lute-shape designed 

cabinets have the important feature of 

minimizing the negative effects of standing 

wave resonances, partly due to the virtual 

absence of the rear panel". 

Compared to its immediate predecessor, the 

Concerto, the Domus presents a number of 

enhancements, only one of which is the 

acoustically improved enclosure shape. An 

even more obvious change comes from 

stretching the previous stand mount enclosure 

all the way to the floor, partly to achieve "more 

impressive bass" and also because the designer 

considered that "spending money on an 

increased internal volume would mean a 

greater performance boost than spending a 

similar sum on a good stand" - but this rather 

invites the question of what the Concerti no 

Dom us (essentially a pint size, stand mount 

Concerto Domus) is all about. 

Other design features have also been 

changed. The customised Vifa l 80mm 

bass/mid driver is fitted with a new basket 

intended to reduce compression (Sonus Faber 

doesn't specify, but this is presumably thanks 
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"This is very much the kind of thinking that 
a musical instrument maker would employ 
to conceive a loudspeaker." 
to reduced aerodynamic loading) and it also 

boasts a new, solid phase plug instead of a 

conventional dust cap. The cone material is a 

surface treated pulp, chosen for the particular 

application. The Vifa tweeter is also new, a ring 

radiator unit, again customised for its role, 

which was chosen for its dynamics and the 

linearity of its frequency response. Both units, 

and therefore the system as a whole, are 

magnetically shielded, although as we move 

out of the time of CRT television screens, 

shielding becomes less and less important. 

The crossover is set at 3.6kHz, and has 

compound slopes - low order (6dB/octave) 

near the crossover point, increasing to higher 

order further away to avoid energising out of 



band driver resonances unduly, and to reduce 

overlap. With a nominal system impedance of 

four-ohms, sensitivity is 88dB/Watt@ 1 metre. 

The latter figure seems a little optimistic to us, 

as does the rated 200-watt unclipped power 

handling ability. It certainly doesn't seem that 

sensitive, and clean power handling is probably 

a little less than the raw number implies. 

As with all Sonus Faber models, the standard 

of presentation and finish is something truly 

special. Not as special as the much more costly 

high-end models from the same marque, but 

the combination of horizontal wood veneers 

on the decoupled (for resonance control) side 

panels, and leather on the baffle and top, 

along with very impressive attention to detail -

for example, the high-quality 4mm binding 

posts attached directly to the back panel rather 

than the usual plastic moulding - combine to 

produce a loudspeaker that looks nothing less 

than superb. The only note that might seem 

discordant to some, though not to readers of 

HFC, is the steel overhanging baseplate which 

is fitted with spikes in each corner. Of course, 

something of the sort is clearly necessary to 

ensure stability, but does the plinth have to 

look so brutally utilitarian? 

SOUND QUALITY 

A little scene setting is in order as a prelude to 

the comments that follow. First and foremost, if 

you're looking for a loudspeaker that tells the 

literal unvarnished truth, what is often 

described as a 'maximum information' design, 

the Concerto Dom us is probably not for you. 

Even some less costly models, such as the 

soon-to-be-tested Dali Ikon 6, come closer to 

this kind of ideal. The Son us Faber is arguably 

not a particularly convincing rock 'n' roller either, 

lacking the precision and power of the best in 

this respect In fact, its bass is notably deep and 

impressive, but it doesn't go particularly loud 

before it gives up the ghost under pressure, first 

compressing, and finally entering a region of 

clear distortion. At moderate volume levels this 

is not an issue, but one of the qualities of this 

speaker is that its sound is so easy on the ear 

that the temptation is to turn the volume up, 

and to keep on turning. 

Don't take the above as any kind of direct 

criticism of Sonus Faber. It's just that the 

Concerto Domus is far from being all things to 

all men. It is a very particular kind of 

loudspeaker, one with a very obvious character, 

but also a thoroughly musical and enjoyable 

sound that stops just short of 'colored' It is an 

exquisitely refined and musically expressive 

loudspeaker, one that presents music is an 

organic and measured way, one with a top 

to bottom coherence and consistency that 

is genuinely quite rare. 

The quid quo pro is that the Concerto 

Domus needs to be handled carefully, 

particularly if the bass is not to sound 

overcooked. This is addressed overleaf in the 

Set-Up side bar, but the speaker's natural c:::i 

Sonus Faber Conceno Domus loudspeaker [Review] 
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[Review ] Sonus Faber Conceno Domus loudspeaker 

POSITIONING 

Positioning the Concerto Domus successfully is a 

matter of attending to three major parameters -

space, space and space. The idea is to avoid 

exciting room resonances associated with the major 

room dimensions, and in practice, this means 

placing the speakers away from the back wall - by 

as much as a meter and a half in the test room -

and from the side walls, ensuring that the distance 

from the front panel to the two walls is dissimilar. 

The Concerto Domus is not a tall loudspeaker, 

but it is tilted slightly back, so as long as you don't 

sit too close, the tweeter will point more or less 

directly towards the ear in the vertical plane, which 

is precisely what is required. If you find yourself 

sitting uncomfortably close, the speaker's vertical 

orientation can be adjusted slightly by 

differentially adjusting the front and rear spikes. 

By the same token, you will achieve the best 

results when the speaker is toed in just enough to 

point directly towards the ears in the lateral plane 

too. Place it too close to side walls, or use a room 

that is too cramped, and the speaker doesn't 

'breathe' properly, and the sense of wide dynamic 

swings in the music tends to be suppressed. 

SYSTEM MATCHING 

The Concerto Domus gives no obvious indication of 

being an electrically difficult load, and because its 

presentation is not as razor sharp as some, it ought 

to be an easy amplifier match. In practice, however, 

this is not strictly the case. The four-ohm impedance 

makes it somewhat current hungry, despite the 

optimistic sensitivity figure. This is a loudspeaker 

that thrives on relatively meaty, powerful amplifiers, 

even if it isn't going to draw fully on their output 

stages. It is also a good choice for use 

with (reasonably powerful) 

valve amplifiers, judging 

by the comfortable results 

it produced with a 

Macintosh MA2275 stereo 

integrated amp that 

happened to be available 

during the test period. 

However, the nature of its 

bass suggests that it won't be 

an appropriate match for some 

of the less well disciplined valve 

amps - this means most of 

them, in reality. 
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CJ tendency is to sound warm - generally a 

touch too warm and full to be completely 

believable, though there is something about 

the grace and sheer euphony with which the 

Concerto Dom us goes about its job that this 

and other departures from neutrality fail to 

hurt. This is always a thoroughly enjoyable 

loudspeaker, undoubtedly better than the old 

Concerto, and its departures from the straight 

and narrow, such as they are, do nothing to 

soil the very real pleasures inherent in a 

well-captured musical performance. Part of its 

secret is its consistency - the way that the bass 

fits with the smooth, layered midband and the 

ultra-refined treble. 

One particularly enticing feature of the 

Concerto Domus is the way it projects a stereo 

image that's rich in depth cues. It favours 

longer than normal listening ranges, but repays 

the investment with an unusually rounded and 

three-dimensional soundfield, which has 

palpable depth and weight, and which provides 

a strong sense of presence. It holds up pretty 

well off-axis too, the imaging anchoring itself 

in space to roughly the same location as that 

from a pair of speakers toed in conventionally 

by, say, 15 degrees. In a similar way, the 

Concerto Domus makes a good fist at living 

with listening room acoustics. Where 

other speakers produce a perceptibly 

hard or detached reverberant 

soundfield, this one almost seemed to 

revel in the structure that the listening 

room provided, and it appeared to 

bolster the three-dimensional nature of 

the speaker's sound, too. In some ways, 

this came as a surprise given the high 

crossover frequency, but low rate 

crossover slopes may be a factor. 

Fluid, organic musicality is what the 

Concerto Domus is all about. It is a 

loudspeaker that is demanding in 

Lute-shaped 
cabinet with 
wood-veneered 
sides, decou pied 
for resonance 
control 

Single pair of 
high-quality 
cable terminals 

20.Scm 
I 

positioning, and the quality of the equipment 

further back up the hi-fi chain, and its particular 

areas of musical competence lie in the acoustic 

and classical, or 'unplugged' rock idiom. Within 

these limits, though, you should find that this is 

a loudspeaker that can ignite a real passion for 

listening in depth and at length. We did not 

enjoy the act of parting from this particular 

model, and that's high praise indeed. HFC 

1----------i 
EASEOFDRIVE» 75% 

BUILD»94% 

Alvin Cold 

Refinement and 
sophistication personified, 
this compact floorstander has 
musical stature well beyond 
the norm at this price. 
�CON 
Doesn't have the authority or 

1----------i raw power to deal 
convincingly with high octane 
rock, dance music and other VALUE» 89% 
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muting stage - the chunky outputs thus emit a 

small noise every time the player switches 

between SACD and CD or DVD (there is no 

noise if the original outputs are used) One of 

the criticisms of transformers is that they shih 

phase as bandwidth increases, but the ones here 

are claimed to have only two degrees of phase 

shih at 88kHz and 90 degrees at 250kHz. In 

other words, this isn't an issue, and neither is 

low frequency response - the transformers can 

handle lOvolts peak-to-peak at 5Hz (the 

maximum CD signal is 3V peak-to-peak). 

SOUND QUALITY 
We'd been warned that this new player opened 

the window all the way on CD and that this 

might reveal shortcomings on favoured discs 

that had never previously been apparent In 

practise, what it does is highlight the 

differences between discs to a greater degree 

than previously encountered. Some of our discs 

sounded a little hard at the top end, but most 

of them sounded far better than we expected ... 

and some were a real revelation. 

The biggest surprise was provided by the 

Third Face CD Topics in Practico/ Science, which 

generally sounds good but, via the TA 565 CD, 

gave up shocking amounts of detail and depth. 

In particular, the articulation heard in the 

recording's samples suggested considerably 

greater complexity than is usually apparent The 

565 CD exposes all aspects of the sound, but 

one area where it does so more ably than most 

is at high frequencies. If there is a sense of 

room acoustic or reverb on a disc, it will dig it 

out in no uncertain terms. This means that you 

get a phenomenal sense of space with many 

discs and near holographic imaging - Andre 

3000's voice on the intro to Outkast's Love 

Below, for instance, sounds so 'in the room' you 

feel like you can reach out and touch it 

The key to this player's ability to differentiate 

so clearly between recordings lies in its 

lightness of touch. There is never any sense of 

the digital or electronic and, as a result, timing 

is perfect When there's a fast bass line, for 

instance, other players seem to have a slight 

lag that the 565 CD avoids; the bass line is as 

nimble and well articulated as the disc dictates, 

and if the recording delivers, say, a grungy, 

heavy bass line that is precisely what you get 

This is not a lightweight sounding machine -

let's not forget, it comes from the brand that 

brought the Rock turntable to the world, a 

deck that was so called because of the solidity 

of its bottom end. The 565 CD can turn its 

hand to bone crunching bass with ease, if you 

give it a disc like Peace Orchestra's eponymous 

album. Stick on Who Am I and you feel as 

much of the earth move as your amp and 

Townshend TA 565 CD universal disc player [Review] 

"The aniculation heard in the recording's 
samples suggested considerably greater 
complexity than is usually apparent." 

FORMAT COMPATIBILITY 

_[ll/.O:A ____ �"""""""'"""'[l\,ID + R ____ t/ __ _ 

DVD-V V DVD·RAM X 

SACD t/ MP3 AUDIO V 
CD v WMA AUDIO • 

HDCD • AACAUDIO v 
CD-R/RW v VIDEO CD v -------
DVD-R/RW v JPEG PICTURES v 

speakers will allow - we've rarely heard this 

track conveyed with so much articulation and 

variety in the depth plumbing department 

Another telling indicator of the reduction in 

distortion is that you can play louder than 

usual without any sense of fatigue. Billy 

Cobham's Spectrum on DVD-Audio has never 

quite matched the vinyl before, in part because 

the older format is more relaxed. But, in the 

565 CD's hands, the contest is considerably 

closer and in many ways the extra precision 

brought by the DVD-A version puts it in the 

lead. Through this player, you quickly and 

viscerally experience the sheer power and speed 

of Cobham's drumming - on other machines it 

can sound impressive yet anodyne, here you're 

left startled and amazed at how anyone can 

keep a kick drum going at that velocity. 

VIDEO PERFORMANCE 
As the majority of the work done on this player 

has been to the audio circuits, the only factor 

that affects video results are the improvements 

to the power supply Nonetheless, the picture 

has a smoothness and calmness you won't find 

with the original Pioneer It might not be up 

there with the very best, yet its colour, depth 

and detail are all highly respectable. 

This, though, is a disntinctly 

audio-focused machine, and it's in 

the playback of music from SACD, 

DVD-A and especially CD that its 

price is most fully Justified. 

Sonically, the TA 565 CD is a very unusual 

player - it digs deep into every disc you spin 

and delivers the musical nuggets without 

adding any character of its own. This may seem 

underwhelming at first; it's not like the muscle 

of a Wadia or the smoothness of a Lindemann. 

Instead, it's a pure reflection of the disc and if 

that disc has its shortcomings, these will be 

audible as too. Fortunately, the problems on 

most recordings are rarely unpleasant Rather, 

the discs fail to take advantage of the medium. 

While SACD and DVD-A both sound superb 

through the TA 565 CD, it's their rather more 

popular predecessor that really shines. It would 

seem there is significantly more to the humble 

CD than anyone had imagined - all you need is 

a stonking player like this to reveal it If the TA 

565 CD had battleship build and a five figure 

price tag it would be considered a world beater, 

but it wouldn't sound any better, which makes 

this player a bona fide bargain. HFC 
Jason Kennedy 

··-· «> -- -� 
-- . 

� ·o 0 •, clcdood:- , 
,. :- -: 1,:1 -"-- I� � 010,':' G.l: . I ! .. 

---- - -

0 

VERDICT -- . 

SOUND» 94% D PRO 
I I I I I I I I I n I 
»SUBRAT1NG.5 
CD 95% UCD 92% DVD-A 94% 

Excellent sound quality that 
reflects the source more 
closely than the competition. 

f------------j 
Should be considered for its VISION » 82% 
CD sound alone - the other 

I I I I I I I I '.1 I I formats are a bonus! 

FEATURES» 82% 
111111l:U11 

iJ CON 
Not as slickly finished as the 
competition and suspension r-------------j 
cradle is a bit too wide for 

VALUE» 90% some racks. Could lead to 
........ "'. . , , 

The original TA 565 was a class-leading audio product and this 
new version is even better. Its greatest talent is two-channel 
sound. and with CD it's superb, but multichannel playback 
sounds terrific too. DVD-Video compatibility is just a bonuc.! 
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Densen Beat 8·250 preamplifier and 8·350 monoblock power amplifier [Review ] 

"Where it seems most successful is playing 
music with a pronounced beat - it seems the 
name of the range was not given in vain!" 

Component quality throughout is excellent 

and build quality likewise. The preamp uses 

relay switching of inputs and an electronic 

volume control, built from scratch, using high 

precision metal film resistors and relays to give 

200 steps from silence to full output. Apart 

from anything else, this does not restrict 

headroom in the way that most IC solutions 

do, but it shares their ability to maintain 

precise, and precisely balanced, volume steps 

down to very low levels. In this case, the steps 

are approximately 0.5dB, which should be fine 

enough for any listener. 

Most of the audio components in the B-250 

are contained within metal screening cans 

soldered to the circuit board, while power 

comes from three mains transformers and a 

substantial bank of capacitors. At the rear, 

prodigious quantities of phono sockets cater 

for six line inputs, two tape outputs (buffered) 

and four outputs, while a D connector carries 

data to facilitate remote operation. 

The inside of the B-350 is dominated by a 

huge toroidal transformer, which JUStifies 

Densen's claim that the amplifier can properly 

double its rated output in four ohms. Again, 

plenty of reservoir capacitance 

helps with transient power 

requirements. Interestingly, the 

output is handled by a single pair of 

output transistors, particularly beefy 

types designed specifically for audio. 

Each is mounted on its own heatsink 

on opposite sides of the case and 

given the generous heatsink 

dimensions, it seems most unlikely 

that high temperatures will ever be a 

problem. Densen claims that the circuit uses 

neither local nor global feedback, unusual in a 

solid-state power amplifier, especially one that 

claims low distortion as this does. 

We weren't able to confirm Densen's 

distortion figures, obtaining results around the 

0.1 %-0.2% range for high power into normal 

loads. That's not remarkably high but far from 

the claimed 0.005%, and likewise we found the 

amp's bandwidth to be more like 150kHz rather 

than the claimed 400kHz. Some figures exceed 

the stated specification, though, including 

power which we measured as 180 watts (305 

watts into four ohms) and bandwidth of the 

B-250, which at 2MHz (at least) is enough to 

amplify both LW and MW radio signals. Bass 

response of the B-250 is unusual in rising by 

3dB at lOHz to a maximum of 12dB at 2Hz, 

which could precipitate loudspeaker overload 

with some analogue sources. 

SOUND QUALITY 

There's no denying that these units work well 

together to give an authoritative, detailed and 

full-bodied sound that's capable of revealing 

considerable musical subtlety. The B-3 50s 

drive loudspeakers with aplomb, while the 

B-250 performs its tasks of level matching and 

source selection with impeccable manners and 

no obvious side effects. 

What we couldn't describe the amplifiers as 

offering, though, is absolute neutrality. 

Persistently throughout a lengthy auditioning 

period, with various sources and loudspeakers, 

plus a wide variety of music, we felt there was 

a degree of character to the sound which is not 

necessarily unpleasant, and is certainly 

distinctive, but which ultimately does detract 

from the amplifier's 'success' (if you choose to 

judge it that way) as a 'straight wire with gain' 

Exactly how you perceive that character will, 

not surprisingly, depend not least on the type 

of music you like listening to. Where it seems 

most successful is playing music with a 

pronounced beat - it seems the name of the 

range was not given in vain 1 Rock, dance, 

energetic pop and up-tempo jazz all benefit, 

subtly but effectively, from a very slight lift in 

the energy of the music which 'improves' the 

timing and puts the percussion just slightly in 

the spotlight. 

Classical music can also sound very lively, but 

where texture is more important that rhythm 

there is sometimes a veiling of detail and a 

slight loss of stereo focus. This, mind you, is in 

the context of generally very good detail and 

of stereo images which are quite exemplary in 

L/R stability and only slightly less good in 

terms of depth. In addition, and very 

much in Densen's favour, the sound 

does have that special high-end 

quality that can really draw one into 

a performance. Indeed, that particular 

sonic trait persists under pretty much 

any conditions and is probably the 

Densen combination's trump card. It 

would be nice to be able to hear 

slightly further into the mix if one 

wants to, though. c::::i 
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[Review ] Densen Beat B· 250 preamplifier and B· 350 monoblock power amplifier 

Thomas 5il/esen, chief designer 

and founder of Densen describes 

the methods used to give 

preamps and power amplifiers a 

good, strong Beat and how the 

world is not round. .. but ova/I 

HFC: The B-350 is an amplifier without 

feedback. How do you solve the problems of 

linearity and output impedance? 

TS: Classically amplifier design is done with local 

and global feedback. Feedback tries to 'hide' 

imperfections 'beneath the skin' and improve 

measurements. But, unfortunately, two wrongs 

don't make a rightl 

We use neither global nor local feedback loops. 

We use resistors connected to the individual 

transistors to define gain and thereby get the 

linearity right (and other parameters), but they are 

in no way comparable to a local feedback loop. 

What are the advantages of not using feedback 

in an amplifier of this nature? 

Feedback introduces time related distortion that is 

not reflected by traditional measurements. The 

feedback takes a couple of milliseconds, and 

signals are altered due to this delay. The delay also 

explains why measurements like output impedance 

cannot be compared directly between feedback 

and non-feedback amplifiers. Further, the start of 

the transient determines the perception of it, and 

even a few milliseconds delay will reduce the grip 

of the bass (and all other transients). 

Audio measurements go in and out of fashion, 

but we feel that competent design is done by 

valuing all measurements, and combining them 

with extensive listening to get both sound and 

measurements right. 

We noted with interest the upgrade path to 

multichannel: is this where the future lies, or will 

stereo continue to satisfy music lovers> 

We think stereo is still the main source for 

playback, and as such the core of any good hi-fi 

system. Naturally, listeners may wish to expand 

into surround, active systems and multiroom, hence 

our new products have these options, but the core 

is still music. 

Given that the B-250 and B-350 are the top of 

your range, what sonic advantages do they offer 

over your cheaper models? 

Comparing the B-250/B-350 to their smaller 

siblings, it is clear that all our products sound the 

same I The difference is 'only' that you get more of 

the qualities each time you step up, and as such the 

B-250/B-350 is the ultimate Densen experience. 

We believe the world is oval, meaning both musical 

and technical parameters should be good, and get 

better, the more money you invest in your system. 
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Cl Separating the pre and power amps and 

substituting familiar references suggested that 

the character of the two is on the whole evenly 

matched. The preamp has a very slight 

sweetening effect but delivers good 

transparency and excellent extension in both 

bass and treble, while the power amp also 

slightly modifies the sound, not exactly 

sweetening it, but adding a touch of colour 

especially in busy music. Again, there is no 

restriction at the frequency extremes. 

These amplifiers are beautifully made and in 

many ways very capable. The upgradability is, 

in today's world, a major plus (the more so from 

a manufacturer that seems both inclined and 

capable to stay the course). The sound is big 

and bold and such character as it has is likely 

to please many listeners. Indeed, the excellent 

punch and timing will probably make some very 

quick sales in well-conducted demonstrations; if 

those characteristics are important to you, you 

should definitely hear these units. Perhaps 

hoping for excellence on those grounds and 

also on grounds of ultimate transparency is 

asking for the moon on a stick, but we did feel 

that other amps we've heard, including some at 

less than Densen's fair but substantial price, 

offer a closer approach to the latter goal, albeit 

often at the expense of a tight and ordered 

timing. This demonstrates that the 'all things 

for all people' product remains elusive, even at 

this elevated price tag. Nevertheless, we're 

r----------�Input and 
output sockets 

Relay input 
switching 

Main circuit 
blocks, fully 
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screening cans 

r------------Speaker 
terminals 

��I� Switches for 
sensitivity 
and crossover 
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,,.,.,,.,.,.=- Dual bridge 
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more than happy to give these amps a big, 

bold and perfectly-timed recommendation for 

lovers of musical vivacity. HFC 

Richard Block 

FEATURES » 88% 

BUILD» 90% 

VALUE» 80% 
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Usher Compass CP·6381 loudspeaker [Review] 

Orienteering 
Usher's Compass points to a huge sound from a big speaker that's full of Far Eastern promise 

PRODUCT Usher Compass CP-6381 

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker 

PRICE £2,400 per pair 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 35xl27x65cm 

O Weight: 58.Skg O Three-way design Q Backward 

tilted time-aligned drive units Q 25mm fabric dome 

tweeter O 125mm midrange driver O 215mm bass 

driver o Sensitivity/impedance: 92dB/8 ohms (nom) 

CONTACT e 01443 231458 •]€• www.usheraudio.com 

U 
sher might well be a new name to most 

readers, but this Taiwanese company 

started over thirty years ago, although 

it only started looking towards international 

markets in 2001. Usher has brought in 

legendary speaker engineer Joe d'Appolito to 

act as its acoustic design consultant, and 

imbue the brand with extra credibility_ 

Although Usher makes a full range of 

components, loudspeakers are the main stock 

in trade, and the Compass series is just one of 

several ranges in the portfolio For all its very 

considerable bulk and mass, this CP-6381 is 

not the top model among the Compasses, and 

looks exceptional material value for money at 

£2,400 per pair. 

The enclosure alone is a large and massive 

affair, weighing some 45kg even before the 

13.Skg base and mass-loading ballast are 

added. It's tall, deep, and wide enough to 

accommodate a good size bass driver, yet it 

doesn't follow the regular rectilinear shape. 

Though the front, back, top and base are all 

rectangular, the sides form parallelograms, so 

that both the front and back panels are tilted 

backwards quite dramatically, an arrangement 

which should help to 

time-align the drivers. 

The enclosure proper 

is attractively finished 

in a high-gloss 'piano 

black' lacquer - seven 

coats are used, silver or 

white are alternative 

options - and all the 

edges are softened by 

heavy post-forming. 

Internal bracing is also 

used, and two large, thick 

panels of solid beech are 

bolted in place to reinforce 

the top third of each side. 

Two small optional grilles 

just cover up the drive units. 

The whole thing is 

mounted on a substantial 

crackle-finish cast metal plinth 

with an enormous stability footprint, and this 

sits on large, attractive if rather pretentious 

brass spikes. Sadly, there's no lock-nut provision 

for added rigidity. The very bottom of the 

enclosure consists of a separate six-litre 

compartment for adding ballast. 

This is a full three-way design, with nominal 

crossover points at 323 Hz and 2.6kHz. The 

bass is supplied from a large rear-ported 

enclosure, driven by a 21 Smm driver with 

155mm paper cone, the latter being 

deliberately very coarsely textured to help 

break up standing waves. The midrange driver 

has a 125mm paper cone and 170mm frame, 

and is set high up near the top of the cabinet, 

a little above head height, in its own smaller 

rear-ported section of the enclosure_ The 25mm 

fabric dome tweeter is set higher still, so that 

half of this unit protrudes above the top surface, 

protected by a little semicircular hardwood 

mounting nacelle. Twin terminal pairs allow 

optional bi-wiring or bi-amping_ 

SOUND QUALITY 

The specification claims just 87dB alongside an 

eight-ohm load, which seems unduly cautious. 

Using our usual far-field in-room averaged 

technique, the sensitivity registers a much 

higher 92dB, which is particularly impressive in 

view of the eight-ohm load it presents to the 

amp, and a fine bass extension that records 

-1 dB at 20Hz under in-room conditions_ 

Indeed, the low bass is perhaps too strong, in 

part because the port is tuned to deliver its 

maximum output at 29Hz, but the overall 

balance is very well ordered above that point, 

with just a slight lack of output in the region 

around the lower crossover, and slight 

unevenness and excess in the 

upper midband_ The 

treble is very smooth, 

if a shade stronger 

than average. 

The 6381 has a 

punchy, lively and 

dramatic sound, and its 

massive bass weight 

brings considerable scale 

to the proceedings. It 

might not be the last 

word in smooth 

sophistication, but it does 

drive the music along with 

plenty of enthusiasm, while 

also staying largely free 

from unwanted bass boom 

or thump for a big design. 

Paper cone drivers have a certain character 

that doesn't lead to the tidiest or most 

controlled sound around, but they do also offer 

a fine sense of immediacy, with vigorous 

dynamics and good communication skills. 

Voices sound open, speech has fine expression 

and intelligibility, and even the applause 

accompanying radio broadcasts sounded very 

convincing. Stereo images are precisely defined 

and focused, free from boxiness and develop 

good depth perspectives, and this was 

particularly noticeable with orchestral material. 

By chance, the Usher followed a pair of B&W 

802Ds into the listening room, and despite 

their very different physical appearances and 

engineering, the overall in-room tonal balances 

of the two models turned out to have a lot in 

common_ And, although the big B&W 

has obvious advantages in smoothness and 

sweetness, the Usher still did a remarkably 

good job considering it costs less than a third 

of the price of the 802 D. 

Judged by these high standards, the 6381 's 

top end is a shade obvious, and even 

sometimes coarse in texture, while the midband 

shows some nasality and hollowness, with slight 

'cupped hands' coloration. The bass might be 

on the cool side too, but it's also notably agile 

and authoritative. Adding the supplied ballast 

further tightened up the bass end, reducing 

cabinet coloration and 'thickening' effects. 

Speaker design is all about compromise and 

balance; while 'cleaning' up the bass region is 

a mostly positive move, it does also leave the 

mid and top sounding a shade more exposed. 

But, such balances are to be expected when 

you successfully build so bold a speaker 

statement at this kind of price_ HFC 

Paul Messenger 

VERDICT ,Ji, ,,-. � . 
SOUND» 89% fl PRO 

Fine material value for 

�---------< 
money. Sound has massive 

weight. fine balance, wide 
dynamic range, strong EASE OF DRIVE » 90% 

BUILD» 91% 

imaging and impressive 
midband articulation. 

DCON 
Very bulky, backswept tilt can 

1------------1 look strange. Mid and treble 
have some nasal. hollow 
cotorations, and could sound VALUE»87% 

....... "' .. 

If the sheer bulk is acceptable, this speaker offers a fine 
all-round performance at a relatively modest price, considering 
the finish and engineering. It could sound cleaner and 
sweeter, but is fundamentally involving and informative. 
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[!PRO 
-----------! High resolution in all but the 

FEATURES» 85% highest frequencies, plus 
I I I I I l I lriD I I a clear and almost ecological 

, __________ upgrade path. It's extremely 

BUILD» 85% engaging and musical, too. 

�CON I I I I I I I I 111 
Looks damn weird and the flat 

-----------1 keypad will not be to all 
tastes. DIN or phono out but 
not both, plus busy remote. 



© Fflh fE"f.'EJ"Ffi?EmE�rR 
affordable, no-compromise, high-end products 

" award-winning, state-of­
the-art products with our 
30-day no risk money back 
guarantee " *conditions apply 

major award-winning products 

A Brief Introduction 

Since 1987 Micromega have designed digital sources/ 
analogue components which represent the perfect balance 
between advanced technology and sound reproduction. 

Combining revolutionary 
aesthetics and musical 
quality at the highest 
level, they have an ease 
of use and a reliability 
other manufacturers can 
only dream of. Micromega 
products are the most 
faithful spokesman of 
musical reproduction. For 

all those reasons, Micromega belongs to the creators who 
knew how to change the world of high fidelity by decisive 
innovations. 

Unbeatable package includi.ng: 
• 30-DAY money back option 
• au amplifiers now come with 

high grade WBT speaker terminals 

Minium A60 - £399 
2x60W Integrated Amplifier. 
PHONO MM Input , 6 LINE inputs, 
Tape monitor loop and AVP input. 
Headphone jack. Micromega Dot 
matrix display. 

Minium CD - £399 
High End CD player designed for 
the best price to performance ratio. 
24 bits AD 1852 D/ A converter. 
YAM 1202 Philips drive mechanism. 
R-Core supply 

MiniumA l 20 - £899 
2x I 20W Integrated Amplifier. 
PHONO MM Input, 6 LINE inputs, I 
Multichannel input.Tape Loop, AVP 
input. Headphone jack . Micromega 
Dot matrix display, Toroidal 
transformer, Optional RC handset. 

MiniumTl20 - £899 
3x I 20W Power Amplifier using 
the same technology as A 120. 
T his guarantees an excellent 
homogeneity between the different 
units of the system. 

Minium CD 132 - £699 
CD player designed for the best sonic 
result. Burr Brown SRC4 I 92 sample 
rate converter,AD 1853 24 bits DAC, 
very low jitter master clock. 

• fREE lntercon.nect worth £80 ________________________ --, 
• FREE lsoTe.k Premium l.Sm 

mains cable worth £50 
• FREE Delivery 
• FREE 3 year part.s and 

labou.r warra.nty 
• 80120 deferred payment 

plan - 8,03 n.ow and then 
20% in l m.onth.s from 
purchas.e dat.e 

Buy online at 
www.micromega.co.uk 

.. --.�� 

. . ' ' 
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Reference DVD - £2790 
High-end DVD player, designed to 
obtain the best audio and video 
result. 7 video outputs, PAL and 
NTSC progressive video, Perfectly 
fluid picture. DIGITAL NATURAL 
MOTION 

Reference SACD - £2790 
High-end SACD player for the best 
result on all new formats. Dolby 
Digital and DTS digital outputs, 
SACD, DOLBY and DTS multi­
channel outputs. Low noise linear 
power supply. 

Minium A80 - £659 
2x80W Integrated Amplifier. 
PHONO MM Input, 6 LINE inputs, 
Tape monitor loop and AVP input. 
Headphone jack. Micromega Dot 
matrix display. 

Minium FM - £349 
FM Tuner with RDS function for 
a clear indication of the stations 
names. Two input sensitivities ; 
Cable/ Antenna. 50 Presets. 

·- : 212!22 - -

Minium DVD Player - £699 
High-end DVD player designed for 
the best audio and video result. 
Multi-channel audio outputs Dolby, 
DTS. Progressive Video PAL - NTSC. 

O'·� - • llJ . . 22 - -

Minium AVP Processor - £899 
Dolby Digital, ProLogic II and DTS 
multi-channel processor. AVP 
is fitted with 3x60W of power 
amplification for Centre and 
Surround speakers. 

Minium Pre - £699 
High-end Pre-amplifier. MM and 
MC Phono stage. 6 LINE inputs, I 
multi-channel input, 6 LINE outputs 
Headphone jack. Dot matrix display. 

Minium S 120 - £829 
2x I 20W Power Amplifier using 
the same successful technology as 
in A 120. 600VA specific toroidal 
transformer. Low heat dissipation. 



Sumiko Blue Point Special Evo Ill phono canridge [Review] 

Natural selection 
Sumiko's popular cartridge has evolved a third time - but is it a throwback, or the missing link? 

PRODUCT Sumiko Blue Point Special Eva Ill 

TYPE Moving coil phono cartridge 

PRICE £239 

CONTACT W 01727 865488 ® www.sumikoaudio.net 

S 
umiko's distinctive, denuded Blue Point 

Special is a well-established moving coil 

(MC) cartridge that, in many ways, 

represents the entry point for the genre. There 

are, of course, fine MCs from Gold ring and 

Denon that can be had for less, but the BPS 

remains at the top of the budget MC tree 

because of the company's commitment to 

an open body design. This nude 

approach still makes some vinyl users 

nervous, because the fine coil wires 

are exposed for all to see and the 

cartridge requires a bit more care in 

installation. But, as any long-term 

user of open-bodied designs can vouch, this 

body-free approach is not intrinsically any more 

vulnerable than any MC design in general. 

This latest Eve Ill incarnation of the BPS sees 

the use of a circular aluminium top-plate in 

place of the original plastic, and this allows the 

luxury of threaded mounting holes. There's 

also an all-round tightening of tolerances, with 

special attention paid to the signal generator 

that harbours those fine wires. The cantilever is 

now made from a chemically-coated 

aluminium and supports an elliptical stylus, 

while the suspension has a low compliance 

and the tracking force can be set between 1.7 

and 2.1 grams. Sumiko claims the BPS Evo Ill is 

compatible with most modern tonearms, but 

it's probably best to avoid older, low-mass 

designs such as the Hadcock 242 lntegra. 

Unlike most moving coil cartridges, the BPS 

has a high 2.SmV output (most MCs produce 

an output of around 0.SmV) and prefers the 

47kohm impedance of a moving magnet 

phone stage. This is a deliberate move: a good 

MC phono stage is more expensive to produce 

than a MM design and as the price of the BPS 

Evo Ill will make it a likely partner with 

mid-market phono stages, a high-output MC 

through a MM stage represents smart thinking. 

SOUND QUALITY 
We mounted the BPS on an SME Series V 

tonearm that sits on an SME Model 20 

turntable and used a Trichord Delphini Mkll 

phono stage set to 47kohm/low output MM, 

which gave us nearly as much signal as a 

regular MM cartridge. The sound it produced 

in this esteemed company proved highly 

entertaining, thanks to the cartridge having a 

well-balanced and revealing character. 

It exposes the qualities of voices and 

instruments in an effortless and fluid style that 

typifies good vinyl reproduction. While it's a bit 

softer than more expensive MCs, it's always 

easy to hear what's going on in the mix and 

simply enjoy the music. Very dense and 

energetic passages - such as the third side of 

Keith Jarrett's Eyes of the Heart - can sound 

ragged, but less challenging grooves go down 

very smoothly. The BPS resolves pretty much all 

the energy and passion put into recordings, 

but there is a slight smoothing of leading 

edges. If you prefer a tight and fast sound, 

you'd be better off with a more lively cartridge 

such as Dynavector's DVlOXS. If, however, you 

value depth of image and finesse of tone, the 

BPS Evo Ill is a very fine needle for the money. 

The BPS Evo Ill is also a very sensitive 

cartridge and responds to changes in the way 

it is set up quite clearly. The more time spent 

getting the VTA right, the more engaging the 

tone and the more resolute the soundstage 

becomes. Done right, it produces stereo that 

positively invites you in. 

If you're upgrading from a decent £100 

moving magnet cartridge, you can expect a 

significant improvement in terms of high 

frequency resolution. This brings both a sense 

of tonal finesse and a greater sense of speed, 

thanks to the definition of leading edges. Bass 

may not be substantially deeper, but the 

articulation the BPS Eve Ill brings to this end 

of the band is highly gratifying. 

Looking at our last BPS review (HFC 192) it 

would seem that Sumiko has addressed a 

couple of our criticisms (of which there were 

few ... it's always been popular with HFC), 

notably by producing a richer balance and 

improving depth resolve. On that basis alone, it 

would seem churlish not to let the Evo Ill 

continue to wear a Best Buy badge. HFC 
Jason Kennedy 

D PRO 
1---------1 A refined, low-cost MC with a 

great sense of speed and 
articulation. Its low output 
means it can work well 'With 
MM phono stages, too. 

FEATURES » 80% 
11111l!W11 

BUILD» 84% 
11111 lfWl I 

iJ CON 
Exposed internals require care 

f----------1 in installation. Balance is 
sensitive to VTA, which won't 
help fixed height arms users 
(such as Rega RBs). 

VALUE» 93% 
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DIAMOND 9.1 
Product of the Year - Stereo Speakers 

''A sonic ability 
previously unheard 

of at this price" 
What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision 

1/ 

/ 

Diamond 9.1 - perfect integration 

DPC 
Diamond Profile Chassis 

Download brochures and reviews from 

Every bass driver in the Diamond 9 series includes our award-winning 'DPC' technology. Designed to 

minimise rear cone reflection and reduce mid-range distortion, it allows the music and vocal to flow 

with a breathtaking clarity and natural tone. 

Critically acclaimed on both sides of the Atlantic as revolutionary within its class, the Diamond 9.1 is 

without peer. Dynamic range, frequency response, timing and 

mid-range integration have all been optimised 

through complete synergy in design and 

manufacture . Why not surprise yourself? Phone for 

your nearest dealer or to arrange an audition. 

What Hi-Fil Sound & Vision -

Stereo Speakers , Product of the Year 2004/2005 

www.wharfedale.co.uk, Tel: 0845 45800 I I 
Available in Silver, Black, Beech or Chenry finishes 



COMFORT» 80% 

I I I I I I 1'1i!I I I Excellent resolution and 
------------< clarity, with real listener 

involvement and surprisingly 
convincing bass. 



GROUP TEST: RICHARD BLACK LAB REPORTS: RICHARD BLACK/PAUL MARCHANT 

CD PLAYERS 
CD remains the major format for high-quality music distribution worldwide, 
so what better than a dedicated player to make the most of all those discs? 

ON TEST 

Audio Analogue Paganini 192/24 
£950 

- �-
Consonance Reference CD2.2 

£1,295 

Cyrus CDBx 
£1,000 

Myryad MXC6000 
£1,400 

-
• � l 1 1 l 

Primare CD31 
£1,500 

Shanling CD-TlOOC 
£1,650 
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S
ix issues ago, we introduced a 

similar group by commenting that 

CD replay continues to exercise 

the minds of equipment designers 

despite the established presence of 

high-resolution (SACD/DVD-A) discs. 

Since then, poor sales of high-resolution 

audio have prompted questions about 

the necessity of these formats in today's 

hi-fi and CD still reigns supreme. We had 

little trouble finding six suitably capable 

players in our target price bracket - in 

fact, we initially found some others 

which for various practical and logistic 

reasons failed to materialise in time for 

review. Plenty to choose from, then. 

But, is it actually a critical choice' Is a 

typical thousand-pound CD player in any 

danger of being a weak link in the 

reproduction chain' As with most 

simplistic questions in the wonderful 

world of hi-fi, that's open to various 

answers depending on your viewpoint 

and terms of reference. It's completely 

unarguable that the measured 

performance of any CD player on the 

market - except the cheapest, nastiest 

portable audio models - beats that of 

even the fanciest loudspeakers into a 

cocked hat. The facile answer then is 

that no, the CD player is so far from 

limiting the system that it makes no 

sense to spend more on it than is 

dictated by features and visual styling. 

But as you probably expect, we're about 

to argue against that hypothesis. As you'll 

be aware if you've read this magazine (or, 

frankly, any other reputable hi-fi journal in 

the world) in the last cou pie of decades, 

it's almost universally agreed that while 

measurements can be informative and 

illuminating, they never tell the whole 

story even when expertly interpreted. 

This applies universally, but especially for 

CD. Player distortion specifications, for 

instance, may better those of speakers by 

a factor of a thousand or more, but it 

consistently proves possible to 

differentiate between CD players when 

listening via conventional speakers. 

If it is possible to differentiate, there is 

clearly sense in establishing a rating 

between CD players. That will be to 

some extent personal and it will depend 

inevitably on partnering equipment, but 

the important thing is that differences 

are audible and, even if a particular pair 

of CD players sound indistinguishable in 

a particular situation, there will in 

general be something to be gained by 

auditioning different models. 

Experience shows that quality is 

roughly proportional to price (admitting 

the law of diminishing returns), and we 

heard some very high-grade sounds from 

all of the following half-dozen. But it is 

surely significant that, in carefully 

conducted unsighted listening, none of 

our listeners found themselves unable to 

distinguish between players. Nor, we'd 

bet, will you. Enjoy what follows 

vicariously, then happy listening 1 HFC 

EQUIPMENT USED 
® Electrocompaniet ECl3 integrated 

stereo amplifier 

®EAR 802 preamplifier/519 monoblocks 

®ATC SCM20 loudspeakers 

®Kimber, Furukawa and Bespoke Audio 

interconnect and speaker cables 

MUSIC USED 
® Pink Floyd Dark Side of the Moon 

® Dick Hyman Dick Hyman plays Fats 

Waller 

®Guzman Ambrosio 

® The Mavericks Trampolme 

EARS USED 
As ever, gratitude is due in bulk to the 

following industry stalwarts for giving up 

their time to listen 'blind' to the players 

® Steve Harris (Audioplus) 

® Steve Reichert (Armour Home 

Electronics) 

® Ed Selley (Cambridge Audio) 

• 
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STRUCTURED LAB AND LISTENING TESTS 
Each of the players in the group was subjected to a rigorous 

programme of listening and laboratory tests. Measurements 

were made using a combination of custom-made CD-Rs, 

generated specifically for these tests, and a high-quality 

ADC, which converted the analogue output of each player 

back to digital for analysis by PC. A variety of additional lab 

instruments were employed during the course of the test, 

including the Audio Precision System One, a Hewlett 

Packard 3561 A Dynamic Signal Analyser, a Neutrik Digilyser 

and a Kikusui KJM6135 Jitter Analyser. Our methodology 

provides a searching analysis of a multitude of aspects, the 

most important of which are summarised in the bar graphs 

(with other significant findings mentioned in the text). 

Our comprehensive listening tests were no less rigorous, 

being conducted under blind, level-matched conditions with 

some of the industry's most experienced hi-fi panellists. In 

addition, there were extended sighted listening tests by the 

author, using a wider variety of equipment and music and 

under a varied range of volume levels to attempt to 

determine real-world performance. 

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 

listening programme for comparative tests. 

UB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH 
Our 30 bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the 

products compare across five key technical measurements. 

A percentage is given that falls above or below the group 

average. In this test, the five measurements are: 

1] Total harmonic distortion: The classic distortion 

criterion, measured as the purity of a single sine wave at 

various frequencies and levels. 

2] Jitter: A measure of how stable the timing clock is. 

Measured at the analogue output, this distortion shows up 

as increased noise and/or low-level interfering frequencies 

that can contribute to sonic 'grunge'. 

3) Linearity: How accurately the output level behaves at 

very low levels. Poor figures can lead to distortion rising 

considerably in quiet musical passages. 

4] Dynamic range: This is effectively the same as 

signal-to-noise ratio, the difference between full output 

and the practical noise floor of each player. 

5] Digital filtering: Frequencies above half the sampling 

frequency should be efficiently filtered off. The filter is 

tested by playing a 20kHz tone and looking for ultrasonic 

spurious signals that accompany it. 

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE 
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192 KHZ I 24 lllT 1,,1_...,..Pl.ING 
00GrrAL.TO�CQt.rvE.R$00N 

£950 -.:: 01753 652669 ('1) www.audioanalogue.com 

AUDIO ANALOGUE PAGANINI 
An elegant player, but is there substance behind the Italian style? 

I
taly has made a mark on the hi-fi scene in 

the last couple of decades, and Audio 

Analogue has become a familiar brand in 

the ten years since its formation. It offers a 

range of amplifiers and CD players, with a 

couple of home cinema models as well, and 

takes a very Italian pride in standards of fit 

and finish. Nevertheless, we were a little 

underwhelmed by the presentation of this unit. 

For a start, the front panel buttons, while 

tastefully laid out, are labelled in the smallest 

type we've seen outside the innards of a Swiss 

watch, printed in dark grey on light grey. The 

gorgeous all-metal remote improves on that 

with engraved legends, but it ea n't help with 

the other visual problem: the top line of the 

display is effectively invisible from even slightly 

above the unit. 

This latest Paganini model - designated 

'Paganini 192/24' - uses a transport of a 

CD-ROM type which, like many of the breed, is 

slow to load discs and even slower to wake up 

from standby, and is a little noisy mechanically. 

It also uses a rather inaccurate reference 

crystal which, at about 500ppm error on the 

review sample, will make the player 

incompatible with some DACs - for instance, 

the dCS Elgar we tried. It's not an issue when 

the player is used on its own, though. 

Following the drive, a sample-rate converter 

performs the first stage of digital filtering, 

followed by a high performance D-to-A chip 

from AKM. The relatively simple output filter 

and buffer is based on a NE5534 op-amp -

output levels are on the low side, so take care in 

dems. Completely separate power supplies look 

after the transport and the audio electronics. 

Build quality and socketry are first-rate. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The panel seemed to like this player. It didn't 

blow them away but that's not always a bad 

thing 1 They heard clear, precise sound and 

pretty good imaging too, though it was 

thought not the best of the day in the timing 
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department. Granted, 'timing' isn't a word that 

has clear meaning for all listeners (either you 

get it or you don't) but a couple of comments 

referring to softer transients than on other 

players almost certainly refer to the same 

aspect of performa nee. In other words, leading 

edges don't leap out at you. This is very much 

a question of taste rather than a hard and fast 

right/wrong, so watch out for it on audition. 

Our track from The Mavericks showed off the 

player's good grasp of detail and was quite 

well liked, although one listener found it 

slightly two-dimensional. The solo piano track 

sounded quite natural and not synthetic (the 

recording was chosen specifically because it 

can easily sound synthetic if not really well 

reproduced), and voices were nicely 

communicative. Finally, if you agree that 'good' 

hi-fi succeeds by not sinning, you'll appreciate 

the importance of consistent comments from 

our listeners on a lack of hardness and 

harshness in the Paganini's sound. 

Listening sighted, we absolutely concurred 

with the lack of hardness, but playing devil's 

advocate, we still failed to find any sign of 

softness or lack of focus either. This is an easy 

CD player to listen to, but if you want profound 

insights you have to listen hard for them, for in 

no area does it truly excel - it simply offers a 

pretty good performance all round. HFC 

VERDICT 
SOUND» 83% This is a pretty good player. 

but 'pretty good' doesn't 
>-----------< fully cut it at this price level 
111111 I IWl I 

FEATURES» 78% and we were left a little 
underwhelmed by its 

>-----------< performance. However. it's 
BUILD» 89% 

VALUE»85% 
11 l lll l lMll 

certainly easy on the ear 
and is very well made. 

Hl·FI 
OVERALL SCORE 

I 
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This machine is another of the 24-bit/96kHz 

upconverting family, being built around the 

Analogue Devices AD1896 asynchronous 

sample-rate converter. From there, the data is 

passed to an AKM chip, the AK4395 24-bit 

digital-to-analogue converter. 

All the way through the player, Audio Analogue 

has taken great care to ensure that every section 

of the electronics is robustly shielded from 

potential interference, and the Paganini 192/24's 

basic architecture is as elegant under the lid as it 

is on the outside. 

The only real surprise in the measurements is the 

low output level, which could bias listeners unfairly 

against the player in quick dems. The noise 

specification is hopelessly optimistic but our 

measurement suggests a fine result nonetheless. 

Distortion is low, likewise jitter. with a stopband 

(above 20kHz) as clean as the proverbial whistle. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1] Distortion » 0% 
2] Jitter>>+ 20% 
3] Linearity» +5% 
4] Dynamic range» +5% 
5] Digital filter» +40% 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Measurement Rated Actual 
Maximum output level 2V l 71V 
Total harmonic. d 1stort1on 0 00005°0 0 002°0 
'.:>1gnal to noise Ratio 140dB 104d8 
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.£1,295 -.:: 01273 325901 (\[: www.operaudio.com 

CONSONANCE REF CD2.2 
Distinctive looks and a smooth, assured sound 

I 
n the last issue, we looked at, and liked, 

the cheaper CD120 from this Chinese 

maker. Despite the 'Reference' designation, 

this is far from the company's fanciest model, 

but it's a nice-looking and well-filled box. 

Actually, the exterior is smart but decidedly 

eccentric, thanks mainly to the 'knobs' which 

are actually joysticks. They don't twist, they 

wobble, and given that they are indeed solid 

metal and weigh a bit, they take some getting 

used to; but they work absolutely fine and are 

clearly labelled. The remote works on a similar 

principle and is nice to use. 

A dedicated CD transport from Philips gives 

slick operation and near-silent running. It feeds 

a DAC board that looks conventional enough, 

with a Crystal Semiconductor D-to-A chip and 

high-quality op-amps, plus dedicated balanced 

output drivers connected to the XLR sockets. 

But while there are holes on the circuit-board 

for phono-socket outputs, no sockets are 

mounted there; instead, PTFE insulated wires 

take the signal to a separate board bearing a 

6N30 valve, which in turn feeds the phono 

sockets mounted next to it Far be it from us to 

suggest that this 'valve output' smacks of an 

afterthought, but.. 

Power is derived from two toroidal 

transformers, one for the valve output and one 

for everything else. Apart from the general air 

of quality that the circuit boards exude, one or 

two detail touches show that a bit of trouble 

has been taken, such as the use of ultra-fast 

rectifier diodes which are known to reduce 

internal interference. Regardless, the build is 

exemplary, and that attractive wood on the lid, 

despite its implausibly smooth finish, is real 

solid hardwood. 

SOUND QUALITY 

A gratifyingly musical performer, our panel 

thought, fleshing out that description with 

praise for the calm and collected, but quite 

detailed, manner of presentation. Note 'quite' 

detailed - not the most detailed in the group 

but not veiled or obscure. Piano sounded 

particularly believable with a good sense of a 

surrounding acoustic space, while the textures 

of the opera extract were clearly layered, even 

if the imaging seemed slightly distorted 

compared with the general consensus. 

By the end, our 'timing man' simply 

commented that it simply didn't swing. So is it 

perhaps over-refined7 Another listener, in the 

very up-tempo Mavericks track, would have 

appreciated some more "bop" and attack, and 

all the listeners at one time or another found 

bass slightly lacking. 

There's certainly character at work here, then, 

and with the panel's comments in mind, it was 

not hard to pick this character out 

subsequently. This isn't really a timing-lover's 

player, but it can do some near-magical things 

with a range of musical styles and, importantly, 

it doesn't tire the ear. It doesn't force you to 

listen analytically, but if you try, you'll find that 

while there is plenty of detail, the imaging can 

sometimes suffer in both width and depth, 

while impact is not quite what it can be in 

climaxes. There's a hint of coloration tonally 

too, especially via the phono outputs; the XLRs 

give a cleaner, but less mellifluous, version of 

affairs. Recommended for those who value a 

pleasant sound over an informative one. HFC 

SOUND» 84% Not completely neutral but 

likeable nonetheless. 

>----------< Also, perhaps not the first 

FEATURES» 85% choice for detail freaks, but 

it handles complex textures 

>----------<confidently, without audible 
BUILD» 89% 

VALUE» 84% 

distress, and has an 

occasional touch of magic. 

Hl·FI 
OVERALL SCORE 

stop 

The Reference CD2.2 utilises Crystal 

Semiconductors' CS4396 digital-to-analogue 

converter integrated circuit This, in its heart, is a 

l 92kHz device with resolution capability of up to 

24 bits, and gives rise to the Reference 2.2 

upsampling the off-disc data before reconstruction 

in the analogue domain. 

Proving that valves don't necessarily equate to 

distortion, this player turned in a figure of some 

0.02%, which proved pretty much constant across 

the frequency band, at full level, with distortion 

disappearing into noise at signal levels below 

-30dB, just as one would wish. 

Noise is very slightly below par, but still very 

good, while jitter is barely measurable and linearity 

near perfect. For signals below 20kHz, there's no 

visible aliasing though there is a trace of ultrasonic 

distortion. In other words, the Reference CD2.2 

turns in a very respectable measured performance. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

11 Distortion» -40% 

21Jitter»+10% 

3] Linearity» +5% 

4] Dynamic range»+ 5% 

5] Digital filter»+ lOdB 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 3V 2 ?OV 

Total harmonic d1stort1on O 03°0 O 02°0 

Signal to noise ratio 100dB l03dB 
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CYRUSCD8X 
Already a winner, can it hold its own against dearer competition? 

T
his player was top dog in a previous 

Ultimate Croup Test in HFC 264, so 

we've included it again to act as a point 

of reference. This time it's facing an even stiffer 

task, since it's far from the most expensive 

player in the group. Of course, it could be 

argued that since it is so very much part of the 

complete Cyrus system concept, it hardly 

stands comparison with other, more 

conventionally shaped, players, but then why 

not' Thanks to careful design it needs no 

apology in terms of features or construction 

and it looks smart in or out of a Cyrus rack. 

Actually, the CD8x is one of the best 

specified units here. Twin outputs, system 

remote, optional PSX-R power supply upgrade, 

both flavours of digital output and even 

separate buttons on the front panel for track 

skip and fast forward/reverse, plus a nice 

display and rapid disc handling, all make for a 

practical and user-friendly unit. Construction is 

excellent too, though don't even think of 

buying one as a basis for tweaking - there's 

not much room left to play with inside I 

Good quality electronic components abound 

under the lid, with a well specified power 

supply benefiting from two toroidal 

transformers. Unusually for a modern player, it 

is possible to invert phase (polarity) on the 

outputs, which is a useful feature with certain 

recordings that show a strong preference for 

one particular setting. Cyrus claims great 

things for the technical performance, which 

indeed notably impressive. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Our 'blind' listeners were not completely 
convinced about this one, but all found things 

they liked. One thing they did seem to agree 

on was that there is something not absolutely 

perfect about the midrange. One found it 

slightly shouty, another thought there might be 

a suckout (frequency response dip) somewhere, 

and those two could well be related, as could 

comments on the forward presentation of high 

notes from the orchestra. Despite that, the 

imaging and sense of drama that this player 

produced were praised, as was its tendency to 

swing and its ability to make sense of the tune 

and structure of a piece of music. 

Bass seemed to divide opinion, though again 

there could after all be a common thread to 

comments. One listener thought that the 

heartbeats at the start of Dark Side of the Moon 
were the best of the day, while another thought 

the bass a little soft. But 'soft' here matters 

little, as those heartbeats are not typical of bass 

from musical instruments. In fact, taking these 

comments with later listening findings, we'd 

suggest that the bass is not as tight as some 

but is very well extended. Indeed upper bass, 

the frequencies where percussion has the most 

effect, is well balanced and superbly timed, but 

really low-frequency events seem somehow a 

little behind the beat. It's not necessarily 

bothersome but it can make thickly-textured 

music sound a little bass-light, in contrast to 

simple sounds where there's no such tendency. 

In the end, this player's sins are minor and it's 

worth reiterating that alongside less costly 

players, it came across as particularly neutral 

and revealing. It's a good musical communicator 

and deserves to be recommended. HFC 

SOUND »87% Batting against some stiff 

I I I I I I I I 111 I competition, this pL3yer 

f----------< scores a little lower than 
FEATURES » 86% last time out but that 

I I I I I I I I Ill I doesn't make it any less 

f----------< competent in its own terms. 
BUILD » 87% Deserves to be heard in, or 

I I I I I I I I 111 I outside, a Cyrus system. 

VALUE »89% 

I I I I I I I I IJ I 
HHICHOICE 8 so10 OVERALL SCORE "f' 

This is the latest incarnation of Cyrus' CD player, and 

shows some evolution from the earlier incarnations -

for example, silver alloy screening on the inside of 

selected parts of the casing to improve screening 

and RFI rejection, and an 11-rail power-5upply, each 

rail individually regulated to feed differing parts of 

the player without interference from within. 

The clock stability of this machine is excellent -

thanks in part, perhaps, to the robust power-5upply 

design - showing an overall accuracy of 0.1 Hz 
(that's an error of only 2.2 parts per million). Jitter 

performance is very good too, measuring right on 

the limit of resolution at around lOOps. 

Signal-to-noise ratio is fine, measuring in at 

lOSdB, the discrepancy with the specification 

arising due to weighting curve differences. There's a 

little aliasing of audio-band frequencies, due to a 

relatively slow filter roll-off in the near-ultrasonic 

frequency region. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1] Distortion » +40% 

21 Jitter» +40% 

3) Linearity»+ 5% 

41 Dynamic range»+ 20% 

5) Digital filter» -30% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 2V 2 20V 

Total harmonic d1stort1on 0 002°0 0 0007°0 

Signal to noise ratio 120d8 105dB 
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.£1,400 a 01279 SOllll €'> www.myryad.co.uk 

MYRYAD MXC&OOO 
Black, solid and smart - and vety, very listenable! 

M 
yryad's current MX series of products 

seems to manage the impressive 

trick of making what is, after all, a 

black box look distinctive and 'now'. It seems 

simplistic to say that all it takes is that rather 

tasteful dipped chamfer on the top edge of the 

front panel and the silver strip at top-centre 

but, well, what else is there' It is very smart, 

though, and feels comfortingly solid and stable 

when handled. Clearly labelled buttons and a 

slick transport add to the pleasure of use. 

That silver strip, by the way, is actually the 

standby switch and it's not just touch-sensitive, 

it's proximity sensitive. It can be a little 

disconcerting now and then to have the 

machine switch itself on or off, just because a 

stray hand went within a few millimetres of the 

switch, but one gets used to avoiding it. 

Otherwise features are a lot more conventional. 

There's an electrical digital output and 

connections for the 'My-Link' remote control 

system on the back, but not much else. 

Internal construction is excellent, with the 

power supply contained within its own steel 

case as a belt-and-braces measure against 

interference. The circuit board features some 

particularly high grade components too, 

including a notably expensive op-amp and 

generous power supply capacitance. The D-to-A 

converter chip is from Crystal and, as with most 

current chips, is capable of higher performance 

than CD-format digital demands. The lid is 

slightly resonant though, despite the use of a 

piece of damping material on its underside, 

and might benefit from something on top of it. 

SOUND QUALITY 

As with some of the others, the Myryad divided 

our panel, but there was a pretty clear pattern 

to the comments. Basically, this is a refined 

sound - if you don't like refined, you may 

prefer an alternative model. But whatever your 

tastes, there's no denying the knack this player 

has of finding everything within a recording 

and bringing it out to face the light of day. 
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Perhaps the most significant comment was 

the very first thing written about this player by 

one listener, "warmer and calmer". There's no 

obvious change in tonality when moving from 

any of the other players to this one, but 

something about its presentation seems more 

intimate and also less fussy. That kind of change 

makes for strong reactions, so perhaps it's no 

surprise that one listener got off to a bad start 

with the Myryad and never really found much 

right later, even while grudgingly acknowledging 

its "superficial" openness and transparency But 

others were much more impressed, finding 

nothing superficial and enjoying a sequence of 

well-timed and detailed performances with 

good imaging and tonal balance. 

Post-listening panel, we tended towards the 

favourable interpretation of this player's 

characteristics. It proved the most listenable of 

the bunch in the long term, though with the 

proviso that its mechanical hiss can be audible if 

it's close to the listening seat, a minor irritation 

during quiet passages. That apart it is clear, 

involving and, yes, refined ... and there's no point 

apologising for that. It's a question of taste and, 

as such, a decision for designer and purchaser 

alike. If you go along with it, you'll be rewarded 

with some revealing insights and much pleasing 

music. A confident Best Buy. HFC 

VERDICT 
--

SOUND» 89% 

I I I I I I ltr'MI 

Perhaps not the most 
exciting, but certainly one 

1---------1 of the most listenable 
FEATURES» 84% players we've come across, 

and one with plenty of 
1---------1 detail and insight on offer. 

BUILD» 90% Built like a tank and a 

I I I I I I 'I I I I I pleasure to use too. 

VALUE» 88% 

I I I I I I I 111 I 
Hl,FI 
OVERALL SCORE 

On balance, this was perhaps the best overall 

performer on the test-bench this session, with one 

of the lowest distortion figures, the lowest noise 

and excellent linearity (every extra dB on the 

signal-to-noise ratio makes linearity easier to 

measure with certainty). 

Jitter is also very good, the apparently 'poor' 

showing on the comparison graph merely reflecting 

the very high standards of the group, most of which 

approach measurable limits. 

The digital processing within the player may not 

be quite perfect, as there are some odd components 

to the distortion spectrum (such as a curious 

seventh harmonic which is not commonly seen on 

CD players at all) that seem to persist at quite low 

levels, but this is probably no more than an 

academic curiosity as absolute distortion levels are 

below -lOOdB under practically all conditions - an 

excellent result. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1] Distortion » + 3 5% 

21 Jitter» -10% 

3] Linearity» + l 0% 

4] Dynamic range» +40% 

5] Digital filter» -30% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 3V 2 32V 

Total harmonic d1.;,tort1on O 0018°0 O 0008°u 

Signal to nrnse ratio 112dB IObdB 
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.£1,500 � 01423 359054 (!f: www.primare.net 

PRIMARE CD31 
Great connectivity, but the sound divided our panel members 

A 
recent newcomer from Swedish 

high-end specialist Primare, the smart 

and rather vast CD31 is particularly well 

equipped on the connections front. Balanced 

and unbalanced audio outputs are Joined by 

not only electrical and optical S/PDIF digital 

outputs, but also AES/EBU balanced digital 

on an XLR socket, making connection to 

professional DACs a simple matter. A RJ45 

phone-style 'data' socket is "for use with future 

products", while an RS232 socket allows 

integration with home automation systems. 

Absolutely up to the minute 1 

Also up to the minute is the inclusion of a 

DVD-ROM transport. Trouble is, it takes aeons 

to load a disc compared with a dedicated CD 

audio drive and makes a quiet - but not 

completely inaudible - ticking noise while 

reading. Rapid loading is not helped by the 

fact that the same front panel button serves 

for 'stop' and 'eject', as is common, but here 

requiring a particularly long press to activate 

'eject', an annoyance we could have done 

without. Oh, and the player switches to 

standby if not used for a while, which is 

admittedly energy-conscious but again 

frustrating at times. 

Construction is good inside and out. It sports 

a circuit board generously loaded with high 

grade digital filters, DACs (four chips) and 

op-amps, plus evidence of substantial power 

supply decoupling. The mains transformer is a 

Far East-style round-core type. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Some of the comments from different listeners 

are flatly contradictory and apparently 

irreconcilable. One found it smooth, another 

bright. One thought it had little body in its 

piano sound, another exactly the opposite. 

In the end, we came up with rather a lot of 

respect for this player and, yes, some love too. 

Most fascinating was the realisation that it can 

sound both smooth and bright - in other 

words, it has really good treble extension but it 

� i -·- =--= 

-�· ;- � · 
&;""""""""Jt 

is JUSt very, very clean. It's a bit hard to justify 

this objectively, but subjectively it seemed a 

consistent finding. 

As for the question of body, that seems to be 

related to a rather individual view of timing. 

The clue to this was in the comment of one 

listener who felt that the pianist's hands were 

slightly out of time with each other, the same 

listener who least liked Primare's notion of 

'body'. It sometimes seems that the treble 

arrives a little ahead of the bass (again this 

can't be justified scientificallyl) and that can 

come across to some listeners as thin, harsh 

sound. Others, however, find it extremely 

detailed and involving and completely miss 

any trace of harshness. 

And in fact, if that particular characteristic 

doesn't put you off you may well agree with 

our most favourably impressed listener, who 

enjoyed the player's sense of scale and the way 

it presented a choir, for instance, as a unified 

organism rather than a jumble of individuals. 

The same listener praised the CD31 's body in 

the Mavericks track. We would add that, as 

with one or two others here, if you like the 

sound from the outset you'll probably end up 

loving it, and long-term listening is very 

gratifying. Definitely one to audition before 

purchase, then, but it'll win some hearts. HFC 

SOUND» 87% Well made and well 

I I I I I I l rn I I featured, but with a skewed 
>----------< outlook on the business of 

FEATURES» 87% musical timing. Confident 
and natural handling of 

>----------< massed forces may prove an 
BUILD» 89% excellent compensation for 

many, though. 

VALUE» 83% HHI 
OVERALL SCORE 

f � 
(031 

This substantial machine sports four Burr-Brown 

PCM 1704 digital-to-analogue conversion chips, in 

common with other models in this group test. 

The sample-rate conversion is conducted by the 

DAC chips' sibling, the DF1704, which ingests 

16-bit/ 44.1 kHz data, and regurgitates it as a 

24-bit/96kHz output to feed the DACs with. This 

seems to have given rise somewhere along the way 

to very slightly higher jitter than several of the 

others, but the figure of 200ps is still very good. 

The stopband is largely clean, though there are a 

few very low4evel spikes which may be symptoms of 

something potentially audible. This was the only 

player in the group with a linearity error (measured 

at -lOOdB) high enough to be measured with 

confidence, and then only just. That this is the only 

model in the group that comes close to having a 

significant measurement in this respect shows how 

high the technical standard really is. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1] Distortion » 0% 

2] Jitter»+ 10% 

3) Linearity» ·20% 

4] Dynamic range» + 5% 

5) Digital filter» + 10% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 OV 2 08V 

Total harmonJC distortion 0 01°o O 002°0 

Signal to noise ratio lOSdB l04dB 
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SHANLING CD·T1 DOC 
A stunning looking player - but is its beauty only skin deep? 

N
ot much danger of mistaking this player 

for any of the others. Even if you don't 

like the looks (and we think they're 

fantastic), you'll have to admit they're 

distinctive. The flip-up, top-loading mechanism 

is a pleasure to use and a delight to behold, 

bathed as it is in blue light, and the valves are 

nicely shown off Those four lumps behind the 

valves apparently contain transformers and, to 

judge by the number of wires coming out, at 

least one inductor. They're beautifully finished, 

as indeed is the rest of the unit. All in all, we've 

nothing but praise for it as an objet d'art. 
There's far more to it than looks, though, for 

this is a remarkably versatile player. No, it 

doesn't play DVDs or SACDs, but it is in a 

sense four CD players in one, plus a passive 

preamp and headphone amplifier. You see, 

there are pairs of sockets for 'direct' and 'tube' 

coupled outputs, and it is possible to switch 

between upsampled and non-upsampled 

operation. There's a digital volume control, and 

on the side you'll find a headphone socket. 

The player is HDCD-equipped and in 

non-upsampled mode uses the HDCD chip as 

the digital filter, giving results that on purely 

technical grounds are actually rather better 

than via the upsampling filter. It's very well 

provided for inside, with high-grade DACs and 

op-amps, and the four identical 6N3 valves are 

used as simple buffers on the 'tube' outputs 

and (separately) the headphone output. 

Assembly is good and the remote is a 

high-quality item too - no skimping here I 

SOUND QUALITY 
This was one of the most applauded players in 

the group, though there was the odd mild 

criticism. No listener thought it the most 

engaging or involving player, but they all rated 

it highly on that score and each named several 

specifics that this Shanling seemed to do very 

well. Notably, it received more praise for timing 

that any other, and the dynamics were felt to 

be good. Its clarity and openness were liked, 

while stereo imaging was described as clear 

and quite precise but not as deep as some. 

There may be some slight problems in the 

high treble. A few comments relate to a small 

degree of harshness and a slight synthetic 

quality, both with treble-rich sounds including 

The Mavericks and some close-miked piano. 

That would probably also explain why it was the 

Mavericks track in particular that brought forth 

concerns over lack of 'swing' and involvement -

it's a very lively track in every sense. All the 

same, in that track as in the others, the player 

was thought to give a lifelike presentation and 

a generally enjoyable and detailed sound. 

The panel heard this player non-oversampled 

through the tube outputs, but both before and 

aher the panel session, we sampled all four 

combinations. We felt that non-oversampled 

offered the best combination of long-term 

listening comfort, detail and lively sound, but 

comparisons were not entirely clear-cut. For 

example, 'Direct' does seem slightly cleaner but 

lacks some musicality, while oversampling subtly 

changes the presentation towards something 

more instantly engaging, but less detailed and 

ultimately less gratifying. It's clear, though, that 

this is a more than competent player and for its 

combination of great looks and fine 

performance is a deserving Best Buy. HFC 

SOUND» 89% Beauty is more than skin 

I I I I I I I ;1m1 I deep here, and the Shan ling 

>-------------< offers real subjective sonic 
FEATURES» 90% prowess in any of the 

I I I I I I I 1 ;a I various operating modes -

>-------------< good timing, detail and 
BUILD» 89% imaging, withjust a touch 

I I I I I I I tMI I of treb le hardness at times. 

VALUE»85% 
1 111111-. 1 

HHI 
OVERALL SCORE 

The CD-TlOO sports a Philips CD mechanism, 

top�oading, with Philips supplied servo-drivers 

keeping the disc spinning and the laser in focus. 

The data read by the laser is processed by means of 

a Pacific Microsonics PMD200 HDCD pre-processor, 

from which the digital data finds its way into a 

Crystal Semiconductor sample upconvertor, and 

then into multiple 24-bit Burr-Brown PCM1704 

D-to-A convertor chips. 

Not surprisingly, there are measured differences 

in many parameters between the various operating 

modes, with distortion climbing to about 0.25% via 

the 'tube' output. The relatively high noise level 

doesn't seem to be much affected by mode. Aliasing 

is slightly higher in oversampled mode, but this 

mode does give better jitter figures - but not 

vanishingly small and reflecting discrete-tone 

patterns rather than the noise�ike jitter of the 

non-oversampled scenario. 

HOW IT COMPARES , 

1) Distortion » -20% 

2) Jitter» -50% 

3) linearity» 0% 

4) Dynamic range» -40% 

5] Digital filter» -35% 

SPECIFICATIONS I 
Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 2V 2 22V 

Total harmonic d1stort1on 0 002°0 0 003°0 

Signal to noise ratio lOOdB 97dB 
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CONCLUSIONS 
Differences abound at the start of the high end, but does 'different' also mean 'better? 

T
his group was interesting in reinforced by our experiences with The Audio Analogue suffered serious crime, but it's something to 

that it showed how the players, both subjective and from a spot of mechanical noise be aware of when auditioning. 

differences can affect technical. So, what marked out the too, but its main problem seems to The players from Cyrus and 

individual listeners. The scores for 'best' from the 'worst'' be that it's a bit bland. The basics Myryad don't necessarily go head 

the players are not very widely Both the Primare and the Audio are there, but the sound doesn't to head; prices differ substantially 

spaced, reflecting that although Analogue machines produce very really reach out to the listener. It and each is part of a distinctive 

some players received markedly likeable sounds. The Primare seems seems not unreasonable to expect system. All the same, they share 

favourable or unfavourable to have a bit of a problem with a little more at this kind of price, many sonic virtues, including good 

comments from some listeners with timing, which can upset some even though it is the cheapest in listenability and clear, solid sound. 

some music, none received only listeners. Others will find plenty to the group ... just. Either is worthy of a home in a fine 

praise or only blame. The scores are praise, however, so it's well worth a The Consona nee, with its lone CD-based system. Finally, 

also quite high, which should be listen - but do also watch out for valve in the output, does seem to Shanling's distinctive baby justifies 

taken in the context of our mechanical noise, which we're have been engineered for delivery its relatively high price not least on 

accumulated years of testing CD finding to be a common problem of 'character'. That can sound grounds of flexibility and 

players across the board. with current CD players. It's a very great, but can just as easily add appearance but also offers very 

That said, averaging the soft hissing and clicking but artefacts that one doesn't clean-sounding music with good 

comments does allow one to form despite its low level, it can seem to necessarily want to hear. Granted a body and timing. A taste, if you 

useful and reliable conclusions, follow you round the room. little coloration is not such a like, of the true high end. HFC 

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS 

AMPLIFIERS 

ARCAM A32 £1,200 

Sophisticated, well-featured amp that 
provides detailed and civilised sound. 

PRIMARE PRE30/ A30.2 £2,400 

Gorgeous, full-bodied and detailed with 
a great sense of musical communication. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

ATC SCM35 £1,999 

Delivers studio-type accuracy at high 
levels, but with beguiling subtlety, too. 

MARTINLOGAN CLARITY £2,498 

The absence of cabinet coloration makes 
for an exceptionally informative sound. 

» When auditioning CD players, be 

aware that output levels are not always 

perfectly matched - louder often sounds 

'better' in quick-fire demonstrations. 

» CD players aren't particularly 

microphonic, but any problems can be 

minimised by putting them out of the 

direct line of fire of the speakers. 

Keeping them out of earshot helps too. 

» Keep discs clean and don't forget to 

use a lens-cleaning disc occasionally - it 

can make all the difference. 

»Try switching off the CD player's 

display if you can. It sounds better. 

CD PLAYERS AT A GLANCE 

lliii ri�ii.iiiiiiiiiO 
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HSTll.IY 

v 
MAKE Audio Analogue Consonance Cyrus Myryad Primare Shanling 

MODEL Paganini 192/ 24 Reference CD2.2 CDBx MXC6000 CD31 CD-TlOOC 

PRICE £950 

SOUND LI ,_1 _,_1 _,_1__,__,'--'-'1 ... •OL.J.l_J 

FEATURES ��1�1��1 •�l�I� 

BUILD LI ,_I �I �I��' �IW�I� 

VALUE LI ,_l ���l ;aM��I� 

OVERALL LI ,_l ���'JM��I� 

CONCLUSION Smart lo king but not s 
user-friendly, and a little 
bland sounding, too. 

KEY FEATURES 

WC DIG 0/ P Yes 

OPT DIG 0/ P No 

CD-RW Yes 

CDTEltT No 

BALANCED 0/ P No 

fl.295 

I I I I 

I I I I 1•1 

!Ml 

1•1 

Inviting n clear, can 
be magical, but a little 
coloured at times. 

Yes 

No 

No 

El.OOO 

11111-11 

IJMll 

11 '*-11 

l?Wll 

llMI 

ear and communicative 
sound with very fine 
treble but bass seems less 
extended than some. 

Yes 

No 

No No 
===� 

Yes No 

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • G =GOOD • A= AVERAGE • P =POOR 

DISTORTION 0.002%G 0.02%A 0.0007%E 

JITTER 0.12nsE 0.lns E O.lns E 

LINEARITY O.ldB E <O.ldB E <O.ldB E 

S/N RATIO 104dBG 103d8 G 105dBC 

STOPBAND REJECTION >·llOdB E -IOOdBG -llldBA 
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ery listenable, with 
excellent detail and 
insight. plus impressive 
build quality. 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

0.0008%E 

0.15nsE 

<O.ld8 E 

106d8 E 

·lOOdBC 

fl,500 

I I I I 1 .. 1 I 

I I I I ·�1 

I I 1.-1 

I I - I 

I I I mm1 

Great with rge musical 
forces, but timing seems a 
touch odd on occasion. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

0.002%G 

0.2nsG 

0.2dBG 

104dB G 

·lOOdB G 

fl,650 

I I l lml I 

I I I I - I 

I I 1-.1 I 

I Hiii I 

I liml I 

lovely oo s and good 
basic sound, with enough 
options and variables to 
suit any taste. 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

0.003%G 

0.5nsA 

0.ldB E 

97dBA 

-llldBA 
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To hear the fine 

detail you some 

times need a little 

muscle 

AUDIA 

Distributed in the UK by: Henley Designs Ltd, 012355Il166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk 
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Epos M5 Speaker Epos M22 Speaker 

Supertest Winner 5 star rating 

***** March 2005 - What Hi-Fi ***** July 2005 - What Hi-Fi 

ELS Subwoofer M12.2 Speaker 

5 Star rating Group Test Winner 
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Best Buy Award 
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Epos M5 Speaker 
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MICHELL ENGINEERING 

The Michell Odyssey 2004 
Limited Editon Turntable 

Based on the classic Gyrodec, the Limited 
Edition Michell Odyssey 2004 will be pro­
duced in a numbered series of just 100 
pieces supplied in an all black finish, with a 

I black acrylic base, added clear acrylic spyder 
to give a second level of isolation. T he signa­
ture weights are in a nickel silver finish. The 
turntable comes complete with record clamp, 
black TecnoArm "A", and matching black HR • 

Power Supply. With is striking finish, atten--------------------------

tion to detail and outstanding sound quality 
it will only be a short period of time before 
the 100 units are snapped up. 

f I • � I I I•> 
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

J A Michell Engineering Ltd 

2 T heobald Street, Borehamwood, 

Hertfordshire, England, WD6 4SE 

Telephone: 020-8953 0771 
Fax: 020-8207 4688 
www.michel1-engineering.co. u k 

The Elite SE 

improving on a 
neat classic. 

An elegant floorstanding 
loudspeaker which 
builds upon the 
considerable strengths 

of the original ELITE 
model to deliver 
outstanding musical 
performance in the 
home, offering more 
than a hint of the 
insight and enjoyment 

available from the 
internationally acclaimed 
ULTIMATUM series 
loudspeakers. 

•H 

music to the degree 

neat acoustics 

London SW: Oranges and Lemons, 0207 924 2040 

London N1: Grahams HiFi, 0207 226 5500 

Guildford: PJ HiFi, 01483 504801 

St Albans: The Sound Practice, 01727 893928 

Sawbridgeworth: Audiofile Objective, 01279 724024 

Ipswich: Signals, 01473 655171 

Leicester: Cymbiosis, 0116 262 3754 

Harrogate: HiFi Hut, 01423 810990 

Liverpool: Sound Investment, 0151 428 3950 

Warrington: Practical HiFi Plus, 01925 632179 

Kilmarnock: Kevin Galloway Audio, 01563 574185 

Edinburgh: Retro Reproduction, 0131 558 9989 

www.neat.co.uk tel: 01833 631021 
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CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for music only 

® Despite the emergence of 

new formats and the 

resurgence of an old one 

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 

formats if you require breadth of 

choice. And despite the fact that 

other sources will play CDs, if you 

want to hear your discs at their 

best, there's little substitute for a 

dedicated CD player. 

It's also the most enduring 

format on the market. Despite 

high-resolution contenders like 

SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 

has been able to undermine this 

universally popular format. 

CD players work by reading a 

stream of ls and Os off a disc that 

spins at a constantly changing 

speed (to counteract the 

increasing length of 'groove'). This 

bitstream is then digitally 

filtered before undergoing 

digital-to-analogue conversion in 

the DAC (D·to·A convertor). 

Thereafter, the signal is filtered 

again before being amplified and 

sent to the output sockets. 

The processes of reading the disc 

and converting the data are 

sometimes split between a CD 

transport and separate DAC in 

so-called two-box players. A 

popular approach with very 

high-end kit, this separates the 

electronically noisy elements from 

the sensitive analogue stages, but 

can introduce timing errors known 

as jitter, therefore one-box players 

usually offer best results where 

budget is a consideration. 

SUPER AUDIO CD 
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-0nly format introduced 

by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 

considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has 

the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 

channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are 

usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 

even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section. 

WHAT'S A DAC? 
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 

fundamental part of any CD player and converts 

the digits read from the disc into an analogue 

music waveform which is amplified to line level. 

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 

creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 

DAC means the conversion can be done with less 

interference. 

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do. 

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 

connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 

cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 

connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC. 

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between four 

and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 

the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 

Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 

out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 

to large changes in sampling rate such as from 

44.l kHz to 192kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 

with a CD layer that all CD players can read. 

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER? 
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 

CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players. 

Cyrus CD8x £1,000 

80 Hl·FI CHOICE I summer 2005 

The latest diminutive CD spinner from Cyrus is an absolute stormer. Highly detailed and 

supremely musical, it's more than a match for many more outwardly exotic machines. 



Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

CD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Audio-only CD and SACD players 
BADGE' I PRODUCT 
il!ji1l$8ili!1 
D Arcam DiVA C073T 

D t Arcam OiVA CD192 

D Gambridge Audio Azur 640C 
>-----

D Consonance CD120 

D I Cyrus CD8x 

D Exposure 2010 S 

D Marantz C07300 

D Musical Fidelity X-RayV3 

D Nairn CD5i 

Quad 99 CD-P 

D Roksan Kandy MklllD 

D Audio Analogue Maestro 

Audia Flight CD One 

@ Ayre CX-7 CD Player 

@ BAT VK-05SE CD Player 

D Copland CDA823 

Hegel CDP2A 

@ Krell SAGO Standard 

@ Lindemann 820 

D Marantz SA-11 S1 

Meridian GO? 

@ Meridian 808i Signature 

D Nairn CD5x 

@ Nairn CDX2 

Orelle CD10Devo2 

D [ Primare CD31 

@ 
l-

Resolution Audio Opus 21 

Roksan Caspian M Series 

@ Sony SCD-XA900DES 

@ Wadia 302 

@ Wadia 861se 

400 

850 

250 

795 

1,000 

599 

350 

900 

825 

1,000 

650 

1,650 

4,500 

2,950 

5,495 

1,750 

1,500 

4,244 

6,999 

2,000 

1,595 

8,250 

1,450 

2,700 

1,299 

1,500 

2,850 

1,100 

2,400 

3,999 

9,999 

COMMENTS 

Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic - a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems 

Beautifully built, well featured player with clear, open and involving sound 

This elegant little player can hold its own in very elevated company - a budget system will barely do it justice 

Fine performance in all areas with the possible exception of slight treble harshness 

Impressive mix of detail, musicality, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX-R power supply (£400) 

Highly communicative sounds with good bass, though not always the most analytical 

Astonishingly capable sub-£500 player with effortless bass, detailed mid and treble and vast soundstages 

Think of this as an A3.2 CD player in a smaller, cheaper box. Great, earthy CD sound for the money 

As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the C05i is the definitive player at the price 

Good but not outstanding player that also doubles as a preamp, with digital inputs and volume controls 

Clean, tidy and expressive player - a more than worthwhile improvement on previous versions 

The new Maestro 192/24 delivers a sound that's slightly rosy yet always musical and thoroughly enjoyable 

Sumptuously built toploader capable of real world dynamics with great recordings. Two digital inputs 

Superbly built and natural sounding player that will win you over with its range of capabilities and transparency 

Superb valve CD player that is smooth and refined but with real guts that doesn't conform to valve stereotypes 

Its ability to resolve micro dynamics and acoustic space is second to none. 

A technically proficient and masterly-sounding player built by people who clearly know what they are doing 

A landmark SAGO player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price 

Stereo SAGO player with sumptuous build and scund, onboard analogue volume control and multiple digital inputs 

A stereo player for audiophiles - lack of DVD and multichannel SAGO lead to subtle, highly focussed sound 

Immaculately conceived and executed player with a softly-spoken voice. Needs careful system matching 

Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite delightful 

A genuinely engaging CD player with remarkable musical grip and coherence 

Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply 

Relaxed, but strong on refinement and detail. An intelligent choice, particularly strong with acoustic music 
- --

Fresh clean scunding player, with well designed control system and support for custom installation. 

Dynamic, well timed and 30 perfomiance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source 

An enjoyably dynamic-sounding player featuring a positively unique choice of digital components 

State-of-the-art CD and SAGO player with full SAGO bass management and i.Link-encrypted digital output 

A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits 

Stunning player with a full digital preamp and an all-revealing sound that'll keep you up all night 
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li 1l'fi :1 j I SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CO-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CO-Rs 

CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALO GUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fined to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs . 
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Copland CDA823 £1,750 Resolution Audio Opus 21 £2,850 
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This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinavian CD pi;iyer combines a real ear for detail 

with full-scale dynamics and an effortless musical style. A genuine hi-fi star. 

This player is king of subtlety. Outwardly, the music sounds dynamic and welt-seated, but 

it's the level of inner detail resolved here that is truly outstanding. 
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DVD PLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

® DVD has proved a phenomenal 

success in commercial terms and has 

virtually extinguished the market for 

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 

mu ltiformat player when it comes to 

features. Early DVD players were not 

particularly good CD spinners because of 

the enormous amount of RF interference 

produced by video circuits, but as this 

problem has been identified manufacturers 

have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most 

DVD players are competent CD players and 

a few are very good - often as not they are 

the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well. 

The great advantage of DVD is that it 

offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 

length movie or music concert and discrete 

multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 

CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 

the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 

Digital or DTS format, both of which use 

'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto the 

disc alongside the video data. You can use 

a DVD player with your stereo system by 

connecting the stereo outputs, though this 

won't give the surround sound benefits that 

the format specialises in. 

DVD-AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 

��II'!!!' can be played on any DVD player, but the 

..-� ..... CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only 

be appreciated with a DVD-A player. 

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information - lyrics, images and so on. To save 

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands are bringing out universal players 

to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 

DVD-Video -a neat and relatively future proof 

route into high-resolution multichannel music. 

Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 

compatible digital audio links are now also 

appearing, enhancing DVD-NSACD sound 

when used with similarly equipped amps. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
Use the analogue outputs 

for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 

and the coaxial digital output 

for DTS and Dolby Digital 

movie soundtracks. 

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
The best connection is 

component video closely 

followed by RGB Scart, which 

is clearly superior to S-video 

and the basic composite 

video option. 

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 
Only if you want to hear music 

and movie soundtracks in 

multichannel surround. DVD 

players can be used with stereo 

amps and just two speakers to 

great effect, but you'll only get 

stereo, not surround sound. 

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO? 
It's worthwhile for the very best 

picture quality, but make sure 

your DVD player and display 

device support PAL progressive. 

SC ART 

CONNECTIONS: 

These are a 

good-quality 

option for video, 

especially ones 

that output RGB. 

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 

stereo and multichannel connections, 

use these for best results with 

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD. 

DIGITAL OUTPUTS: 

For Dolby Digital, 

DTS and PCM 

audio bitstreams. 

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 

green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 

results, while the black multi pin socket is S-Video, which sits 

qualitatively between the two. 

82 H l·fl CHOICE I summer 2005 



Our favourite o BEST BUY@ EDITORS CHOICE 

DVD PLAYERS 
AudioNideo disc players 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMEITTS 

UP TO £1.000 

0 Arcam DiVA DV78 700 Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound periormance for the money 

D 

D 

Cambndge Audio Azur 540D 200 Very respectable and well presented DVD-Audio player at a knockdown price 

Denon DVD-291 O 600 Denon's entry-level universal player lives in the shadow of the '3910, especially on CD, but is a fine overall model 

Denon DVD-391 O �eptionally well-specified universal player with a performance to match. A true class-leader 
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Pioneer DV-575A 

Pioneer DV-668AV 

Pioneer DV-868AVi 

150 A universal player for peanutsl CD ain't great, but it's decent with DVD and allows you to try DVD-NSACD at very little cost • • 
I 

• • j. 261 

600 HDMl-equipped universal player without i. Link audio output, but still absurdly well equipped and highly capable for the price • • • • 
+- t------'-----i 

Ill 

1,000 State of the art universal player with next-gen digital outputs - HDMI for video and i.Link for high-resolution audio • • • • 

• • • • Advantage S12.3 

Arcam FMJ DV29 

Cyrus DVDS 

9,350 Adaptable ultra-high grade player with built-in preamp functionality that can be extended further. Unusually strong with CD 

1,600 An excellent DVD player, very fine with both CD and DVD-Audio music discs and superb in its video role 
--+-- +-- -+------1 

• • • 

@ Denon DVD-A 1 XV 

@ Linn Unidisk SC 

@ 
-

Meridian G98 --l-
[ill Meridian 800 

@ Nairn DVDS 

Primare DVD30 

Townshend TA 565 Evo 2 

1,200 An impressive step up from the DVD7 +,which includes component video outputs 

2,500 Sophisticated universal player with state of the art video processing, high class disc replay, especially SACD 

2,995 Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-fi 

3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too 

• 

t: 
10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs • 

2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio • 

2,000 A universal player for audiophiles - no wideband digital outputs but masterful with music and a good picture too • 
- -.- . . . . ----r 

2,995 If you care more for results than aesthetics it's unbeatable. This 1s probably the best universal player on the planet _ � 
Ii"! 'fi I§ I DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes. 

• • 

• • • 
� -

• • • 
-+-

• • 

• 
I--+ 

• • • 
t--+ -

• • • 

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OP T DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player. 

TOP BUYS 

Pioneer DV-575A £150 
DVD-Audio and SACD playback at �sto�shing price- and�ery decent DVD-Video too!J 

Arcam FMJ DV29 fl,600 

"CYBER" Series 

• 

• 
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VINYL 
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages 

® Record players or turntables 

offer the digital revolution 

serious competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 

modest model can turn musical 

tricks that most CD players struggle 

with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but 

in reality it's a lack of digital 

hardness that makes the format so 

engaging. True, the software 

requires a bit more care, but even a 

knackered LP is more playable than 

a scratched CD. 

Record players are made of three, 

perhaps four, fundamental parts. 

The turntable is the plinth and 

platter, usually also containing the 

motor and any suspension system. 

A tonearm sits on the plinth and 

allows the cartridge to trace the 

vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 

tracking over the record. The 

cartridge contains the means of 

turning the mechanical movement 

of the groove wall into an 

electrical signal. 

A fourth element is an amp 

dedicated to the delicate job of 

amplifying and equalising the 

cartridge's insubstantial output. 

This is called a phono stage and 

can be found in some integrated 

amplifiers and preamps, but is 

increasingly purchased separately 

for use with line-only amps. 

TOP BUYS 

There are two types of phono 

cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 

and moving coil (MC), and with a 

few exceptions the latter 

outperforms the former. But MCs 

produce a lower output and require 

better-quality amplification to be 

heard at their best. As a general 

rule, MCs offer a broader 

bandwidth, greater dynamics and 

more detail, but the better moving 

magnets do most things well 

enough to distract you from your 

CD collection. 

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 

but the general principle is to level the platter by 

adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 

the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 

require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 

the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 

at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 

balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 

protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 

your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 

essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 

if you are looking from above, and the vertical 

tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 

lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 

the record surface. 

Pro-Ject 
1 Xpression £210 

Michell 
Tecnodec £767 

Clearaudio 
Champion £1,475 

Avid 
Volvere Sequel £3,500 

The latest model from Czech turntable 

specialist Pro-Ject is remarkable value for 

money- an Ortofon OMlO cartridge and 

carbon fibre arm are included in the price. 

84 Hl·FI CHOICE I summer 2005 

A distillation of all the good things from 

some of Michell's past masters, all knitted 

together beautifully. Understated looks 

and a full-bodied sound make this a star. 

Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio 

deck, arm and cartridge combination 

turns in a beautifully well-balanced 

delivery, but choose your support wisely. 

Avid has been one of the most impressive 

exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 

and this mid-range deck is a stunning 

example of analogue engineering. 



Our favourite B BESTlllN [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

TURNTABLES 
' I 

Record players 
BADGE? PROOUCT 

� Avid Diva 
[ill Avid Volvere Sequel 
[ill Avid Acutus 
El Clearaudio Champion 
@] Goldring GR2 
� Michell Gyro SE 
[ill Michell Orbe SE 

� Michell Tecnodec 
0 Nottingham Analogue Horizon 
D Pro-Ject 1 Xpression 
E!J l Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 
� Rega P2 

Rega P3/RB300 
� Rega P5/RB700 
� Rega P7 /RB700 
[ill Rega P9/RB 1 OOO 

El Roksan Radius 5/Nima 
[ill I Roksan TMS2/Artemiz 
[ill SME Model 1 OA 
[ill SME Model 20.2A 
[ill T +A G1 OR/PH-G1 OMC 
[ill Townshend Rock Anniversary 

__:_ -i-c:OMMEITTS 

1, 100 A solid and powertul sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 
3,500 Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 
6,000 Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 

1 1.475 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 

33/45 • 

33/45 • 

265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 
1,058 New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 

33/45 --T-�
-
45

-+--+------<e----+---+----< 
33/45 • 

r- - - --
2, 015 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 
767 Simple and smartly understated, pertorms above expectations - full-bodied and highly detailed 

33/45 • 
---�···-

33/45 
- � -----------------------lc----1--+---+--+---+---I 

529 A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 33/45 
21 o Well designed and executed budget deck with an entertaining and revealing sound 33/45 -I 

1,250 Can extract sounds from the vinyl you didn't know were there, and it looks the absolute business! 33/45 • 

• 

• 

198 Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away ____ [_331� 
298 Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail _j_3_:3i� � ->----+-->-
698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearrn - a hard act to beat 33/45 

• 

1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural pertormer 33/45 
2.498 Exceptionally elegant hl-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wondertul RB1 OOO tonearm� 33/45 

850 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 • 

7,500 Typical Roksan sound, but better: pitch-accurate, lean, detailed and controlled, without the 'bloat' of lesser designs 33/45 
3.411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm ' 33/45 

• • 

• • 

• opt 
• opt 
• 

• 

• 

253 
248 
268 
214 
214 

--1 
257 
257 
228 

-I 
248 
246 
195 

5,274 Beautifully built. extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 
2,550 Style meets substance in a highly credible complete package, with integral phono step-up 

- -----·------ ---

8,000 If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a tool for the job (price inc. Excalibur arm) 

33/45178 • �. 186 1' 
-j-33/45 • • • 2611 

33/45 - • I •__._
+
.._2_5 _9_ 
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PHDND CARTRIDGES 
MM and MC cartridges 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

El Cartridge Man MM Ill 625 The MM Ill challenges MCs at twice the price, it produces detail, space and energy and has stunning resolve in the right arm 
I Grado Prestige Black 40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too -------

El Grado Prestige Gold 110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss 
!ill Lyra Helikon 1,095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 

-

----; 
�1 

� 
i"' s: s: � gJ s: fl� 

• 266 
• • 214 

['.!] --------------f---+--f---+----1 
Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 A no-nonsense pertormer with engaging musical properties - one of the best around for less than £300 

El Van den Hui MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light 
[ill van den Hui Colibri XGP 2,699 Phenomenal resolution, custom building to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vulnerable to damage 
[ill van den Hui Condor XCM 2.400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for 
fill Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1.450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of pertormance for the money 

Our favourite o BESTlllN [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE -----------

PHDND STAGES 
Phono stages 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

Clearaudio Smart-Phono 250 Minute and very practical unit with slightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound 
� NAO PP2 phono stage 50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money ----
� Tom Evans Microgroove 400 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better! 
[ill Tom Evans The Groove 1,800 Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 
D Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 

• 
t. 
+---

• 
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lilj;j:i(1:1!Jillif't:I 11 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 

from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown. 

1a !;ii;ll1tB liU�H'i:jjl MM Moving magnet cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality. 
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RADIO TUNERS 
FM and DAB hi-fi separates 

® Radio is a fantastic musical resource 

that's in danger of being taken for 

granted, but whatever your tastes 

there's someone out there catering for it. If 

you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 

to your hi-fi already, you're missing outl 

DAB or FM? 
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 

said to be available to more than 80 per 

cent of the population and the long-term 

plan is to switch public broadcasting over 

to digital entirely, but hardware prices have 

yet to come down to a point where this 

would be acceptable. Its advantages over 

FM include hiss-free reception, the 

potential for a wider range of stations and 

the ability to display comprehensive 

programming information. FM's RDS 

system means that station name and 

occasionally track titles are displayed, but 

the range of information is fairly limited. 

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 

cost of hardware and the greater reception 

area. It can also provide higher sound 

quality if reception conditions are 

favourable. Absolute sound quality 

judgements are muddied by the fact that 

you are listening to different forms of 

compression and processing at the studio 

for each station. 

What is clear, however, is that there are 

more and more radio stations broadcasting 

on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 

it's variety of programming you're after, 

they have a lot to offer. 

RECEPTION 
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 

dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 

and connect it with as few junctions and 

splits as possible. Every time you split the 

cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 

halve signal strength! With DAB the same 

applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 

www.bbc.eo.uk/ digitalradio for details. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

TUNERS 
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES 
BADGE? T PRODUCT 

��k� 
0 f

_
Denon TU-260L II 

[ill 1 Magnum Oynalab MD 90T 

[ill Magnum Oynalab MD 102 
=----t- -
[fil NAO C422 

El NAO S400 

D Primare T21 

D Rega Radio 3 

Ratel RT-02 

DAB TUNERS 
[fil 
� 

Arcam DiVA DT91 

Cambridge Audio DAB500 

Cambridge Azur 640T 

Pure Digital DRX-701ES 

Pure Digital DRX-702ES --- -
Sony ST-SDB900 

499 

130 

1,195 

2,200 

180 

600 

600 

398 

279 

450 

150 

200 

250 

330 

200 

------

COMME'1TS 

Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics 

The return of the all-tirne favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever 

No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves ... but its sound is simply sublime 

Superb remote control analogue FM tuner delivers a superbly transparent sound that makes radio fun ------
Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity 

One of the best around - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent 

Identical to NAO S400 and likewise a very fine tuner 

Unpretentious unit which does what it claims, very well. Unusually fine FM sound in all areas 

A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free 

As good as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers good build and value 

Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet - --- - -- ---
Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB pertormance, though FM is never betler than decent 

A good introduction to DAB - fine value and simple to use - -- --
Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing 

Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear 

Creek TSO £499 
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 

with a substantial and detailed sound. 

Magnum Dynalab 
MD 90T fl,195 
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an 

MD, but still streets ahead of most radios. 

"' 
� 
� 
8 

FM,M,L 

FM,M,L 

FM 

FM 

FM,M 

FM 

FM 

FM,M 

FM,M 

DAB, FM 

DAB -
DAB.FM 

DAB 

DAB,FM,M 

DAB,FM,M 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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• 251 

• 193 

• 257 

241 

250 

230 

230 

242 

242 

269 

248 

260 

234 

• 242 

259 

JiJ!'!"J:P!'I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L- long wave, DAB-digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System -station names 

and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only. DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons. 

summer 2005 I Hl·FI CHOICE 87 



DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CO, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders 

® MiniDisc 
MD's strength is versatility. You can 

record and then re-record many times 

over. Editing facilities are second to none -

you can erase mistakes, name tracks and 

re-order a disc's contents with a few simple 

button pushes, making it ideal for building 

compilations. They're pretty robust too. 

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 

CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 

compression technology called ATRAC, 

which discards part of the data in order to 

squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 

from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a 

little cold in comparison, lacking a degree 

of detail and ambience. But to most people 

it still sounds light years ahead of cassette 

- clean and hiss-free. 

Recordable CD 
With recordable CD you have a choice of 

two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 

but you can only record once; and CD-RW 

discs are a little more costly, but you can 

re-record on them ad infinitum. 
Though the latest machines incorporate 

some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 

not as flexible as MD. However, sound 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

quality is higher- if you're recording from a 

CD, the best models will give you a copy 

that is very close to the original. In terms of 

compatibility, most CD players will play 

back a CD-R disc, but older models might 

have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 

of course, play the disc back on your own 

recorder) If you want to play a CD-R/RW 

on a DVD player, check for compatibility. 

Hard drive 
The latest contender on the digital recording 

scene is also the most flexible. Some HOD 

(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole 

music collections if you use a compression 

format such as MP3. HOD recorders are 

taking over from multidisc CD changers as 

sound servers in multiroom installations, 

where their ability to play more than one 

piece of music at a time is a great boon. HOD 

also offers impressive editing facilities on a 

par with MD, and they can also record from 

CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed. 

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 

force behind the format - flexibility and 

storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 

plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 

HOD recorder in fidelity terms. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD-R/RW, MD and HOD recorders 
BADGE? PROOUCT 

CO·R/RW RECORDERS 

Denon CDR-1 OOO 

D Marantz DR6000 

NAD C660 

400 

400 

500 

COMMENTS 

A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 

No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 

Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 

Multidisc recorder that's slick and capable, 

albeit with a slightly flaky build. 

Marantz DR6000 £400 
Quality in a box -it eschews gimmickry, 

but it does a simple job very well. 

":-.r • ; r. 
' 

ltST IUY 

Yamaha 
CDR-HD1300 £600 
Combining hard disk with CD-R makes CD 

recording a whole lot more flexible. 

I merge 
52000 £1,599 
Impressively flexible hard disk music 

server for multi room applications. 

M'14#Hij!ij·ii!1!11fiAW 

• • 

t • •  

• 
D Philips CDR802 300 

D Philips CDR951 380 

Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 

An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 

• 
• • 

218 

233 

243 

233 

205 

243 

218 

13 Pioneer PDR-609 270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on bcth record and replay 

Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Gooo-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 

MD RECORDERS 

Pioneer MJ-0508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 

Sony MDS-JE480 130 Straighttorward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 

lmerge S2000 1,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a multi-room installation, this three-output server combines flexibility with good sound 

D Yamaha CDR·HD1300 600 Superb combination of high-speed CD-RW drive and hard disk, adding editing flexibility to CD recording 

11 Jl.+.i :u I DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HO CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only. 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. 
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SEVENOa<s 
SOU ND & VISION 
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Specialist hi-fi 
Contemporary hi-fi is constantly setting new standards in sound 
reproduction and design. Whatever you listen to, be it Robbie Williams 
or Rachmaninov, Sevenoaks can recommend separate components that 
will bring your music collection to life and complement your home. 
We're enthusiasts and experts , passionate about helping you build (or 
upgrade) a system that will delight for years to come. 

Rote I 
Rotel is truly unique: a family-owned, specialist Japanese company whose passionate 

interest in music led them to manufacture audio components of uncompromised quality. 

The 02 Series is Rotel's entry-level range. The RCD-02 CD player combined with either 

an RA-01, RA-02 or RA-03 integrated amplifier represents true audiophile performance 

at an affordable price. For increased high-end performance, the RC-03/RB-3 pre/power 

amplifiers are available. The RT-02 tuner completes the range. 

02 SERIES 
RA-01 AMPLIFIER 

RA-02 AMPLIFIER 

RA-03 AMPLIFIER 

RCD-02 CD PLAYER 

RT-02 TUNER 

10SERIES 
RA-1062 AMPLIFIER 

RCD-1072 CD PLAYER 

Project 
Project is currently one of the world's leading 

suppliers of turntables, with a range of models 

designed to satisfy all levels of expectation 

and budget. The range is simple to 

use, maintenance free and will 

function for a lifetime. 

DEBUT Ill TURNTABLE WITH OMSE CARTRIDGE 

2 XPERIENCE TURNTABLE (PICTURED RIGHD 

B&W 
Since the outset, the focus of Bowers and Wilkins Loudspeakers 

has always been to offer the best possible musical experience. 

With a combination of the latest R&D techniques and a passion 

for music, B&W produces a diverse range of products befitting 

the largest audio manufacturer in the UK. 

600 SERIES INCLUDES 
DM601 S3 & DM602 S3 
700 SERIES INCLUDES 
705 & 703 
FPM SERIES INCLUDES 
PV1 SUBWOOFER 

SUMMER EVENT At least 10°/o off our normal selling prices on a wide range 
of products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com 

2 
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At least 10°/o off our normal selling prices on a wide range of 
SUMMER EVENT products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com 

Acoustic 
Energy 
Established in 1987, 
Acoustic Energy is one of 

Britain's premier loudspeaker 

manufacturers offering one 

of the most targeted range 

of hi-Ii and home cinema 

loudspeaker systems on the 

market today. 

AELITE THREE 

"The legendary AE 1 lives on 
in this groundbreaking new 

version ... Jt sets a new 
standard for small speakers." 

Monitor Au o 
Since 1972 Monitor Audio has been developing and 

perfecting the implementation of metal drivers, 

innovative crossovers, and exemplary speaker cabinet 

construction and finish to further the ideal of achieving 

sound which is to the original "as close as it gets". 

The range includes - Gold, New Silver RS. Bronze and 

Radius, a seriously compact system bringing true hi-fi 

performance to both music and movies at home. 

r t ,� 
r 

� j ·- • � 
MODELS IN LUO 
BRONZE B2, B2 AV. B4 AV 
SILVER RS 1, RS6, RSS 
GOLD REFERENCE 10 & 60 

Digital Radio 
Harman Kardon 

"Monitor Audio's Bronze B2s sound 

much more expensive than their 

£200 price tag would suggest In fact, they 

sound superb ... In the competitive world of budget hi-Ii, 

speakers don't get much better than the B2s." 

Wharfedale 
TU970 DAB/ANALOGUE TUNER 

With Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) capability, this high-quality 

tuner delivers more stations and offers pure, distortion-free, CD­

like sound, while providing useful radio and data services. 

.. () 

• • 

---------- -

! 1>1111 •••r 
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Pure 
.. . ., 

DRX702ES DAB/ANALOGUE TUNER 

The Marantz 'Range Series' offers flexible 

system building options for every lifestyle. 

RANGE SERIES t·NtiWI� 
CD5400 CD PLAYER 

PM4400 AMPLIFIER 

PM7200 AMPLIFIER 

ST4000 TUNER 

SR4500 AN RECEIVER 

SR5500 AN RECEIVER 

DV4500 DVD PLAYER 

KEF Q sL�·e� 
The Latest evolution of the acclaimed Q Series 

demonstrates how the benefits of KEF technology 

cascade down from the Reference Series to more 

affordable ranges. New Q features all the inherent 

advantages of KEF UNl-Q®technology and are 

available in a variety of Finishes. 

Q SERIE� INC lJDES 
Q COMPACT BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS 

Q4 FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 

Q7 AV SPEAKER PACKAGE 

3 

DIAMOND 9.1 SPEAKERS 

"The overall balance of 

the speakers is their 

finest characteristic 

Thanks to near-perfect 

driver integration, music 

sounds wonderfully 

natural and transparent. 

This is a bar-raising effort 

from Wharfedale: these 

are ridiculously good 

speakers at the budget 

price level." digital 

technologies from one 

of the oldest hi-Ii names. ===�---.II" 

�I �Ii� ixSr�c�mbE! �e�!a� !� 
quality with value for money. 

X SERIES X-80 & X150 AMPLIFIER 

X-RAYV3 CD PLAYER 

AS SERIES AS AMPLIFIER & CD PLAYER 

SEVENOa<s 



Pioneer 
MODELS INCLUDE 

AN AMPLIFIER VSA-AX1 OAi 

AN RECEIVERS VSX-D814 • VSX-2014i • VSX-AX5Ai 

UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYERS DV668Av • DV868Avi 

.. 

. ... . .. 

DV-S75A "For outstanding all-round ability there are 

few players that can match Pioneer's DV-575A" 

VSX-AXSAi Tweaked version of the Award-winning 

VSX-AX5i with additional sound-processing modes. 

Specialist home cinema 
The recent growth of DVD has led to a huge rise in demand for 
home cinema equipment. The prices of DVD players, AV receivers, 
projectors and plasma screens continue to fall but, with so many 
options, it's not easy to know which ones will suit your needs. 
Indeed, in the face of this quickly evolving and often bemusing 
array of products, we aim to assist you in assembling a home 
cinema system to be proud of - one that achieves outstanding 
picture and sound quality. 

DENON DVD-A1XV •• 

"An astonishing piece 
of kit that has no 

equals. Prepare 
to be astounded." 

HOME CINEMA CHOICE • AWARDS 2005 

Arcarn 

Denon 
Denon, Japan's oldest audio company, has established 

an enviable reputation for the performance of both its 

hi-fi and home cinema products, winning numerous 

awards and accolades over the years. Its stylish systems 

have succeeded in becoming the benchmark by which 

all other are judged. 

MODELS INCLUDE 

AN RECEIVERS 

AVR-1905 • AVR-2105 • AVR-2805 • AVR-3805 

AN AMPLIFIER AVC-A1XV 

DVD PLAYERS DVD-1710 • DVD-1910 

UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYERS 

DVD-2910 • DVD-3910 • DVD-A11 •DVD-Al XV 

DVD SYSTEMS 

DHT-500SD • DHT-550SD 

AVR-280S "Last year's Award-winning AVR-

2803 finally meets its match in the shape of 

this storming successor from Denon." 

Whether you're interested in two-channel or a complete multi-channel AV system, Arcam offers the 

music and movie lover the most complete range of high-performance home entertainment solutions 

DHT-SOOSD 

"The Denon DHT-500SD is the best home cinema 

system you can find in one box. If you're not 

confident that separates are the answer for you -

too complex or too expensive - then the Denon 

provides the ideal solution." 

-
-

from any specialist manufacturer. 

DVD PLAYERS DV78, DV79 

FMJ DV29 

AN RECEIVERS AVR250, AVR300 

AN PRE/PROCESSOR AV8, AVP700 

MULTICHANNEL PO IER 

P7, P1000 

SUMMER EVENT At least 10°/o off our normal selling prices on a wide range 
of products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com 

£ PRICING 
POLICY 

We always try to ensure our 
prices are highly competitive. 
In the event you can find the same 
products and excellent service at a 
lower price, please bring it to our 
store managers' attention. 

ESSENTIAL 
ACCESSORIES 
The right accessories can make 
or break your system. 
Our carefully selected range, 
including QED, Soundstyle and 
Grado, will ensure you get the very 
best performance from your system. 

4 

0% FINANCE 
OPTIONt 

Spread the cost of buying. 

0% finance option· is available on 

the majority of products we stock. 

'Written details on request. Licensed credit 
bf'okers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to status. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Some products/brands are not available 
at all stores. Please call to confirm or 
see the brand locator on our website 
before travelling. 

•Added Value Offers - From range available 

in-store. Not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO) 

ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 2510712005, E&OE. 
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At least 10°/o off our normal selling prices on a wide range of 
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DVD RECORDERS (DVD-RW) 
DVR-220 • DVD-320 

HARD-DISK MODELS (HDD/DVD-RW) 
DVR-420H 80GB • DVR-520H 80GB 

DVR-720H 160GB • DVR-920H 250GB 

Although making digital recordings of TV broadcasts isn't 

new, the choice, versatility and quality of recorders keep 

getting better. Our product selection includes both DVD 

only recorders and hybrid DVD/hard-disk models. 

Panasonic 
DVD RECORDERS 

NEW DMR-ES 10 (MULTl-FQRMAn 

HARD-DISK MODELS (HDD) 
NEW DMR-EHSO 80GB (MULTl-FORMAn • DMR-ESOO 400GB 

"In all, the Pioneer DVR-720H is a fine machine with 
some nifty features and superb performance ... Superb." 
WHAT VIDEO AND WIDESCREEN TV• AUGUST 2004 

KEF KHT 
The Kef Home Theatre (KHT) series brings 

audiophile sound quality to affordable 

home entertainment - it's been breaking 

new ground ever since it was first 

introduced. As its many awards and 5-star 

ratings prove, the original outperformed 

every conventional system in its class. 

KHT200S.2 "KEF has done it This is the new best system in its class .. 

The KHT2005.2 is the new top surround dog. KEF should be very proud." 

MODELS INCLUDE 
KHT1005 • KHT2005.2 

KHT5005 • KHT9000ACE 

KEF KIT100 
Home Cinema System 
"Why take five speakers into the living room when 

you can use just two7 Creating a virtual surround 

sound experience has never been simpler or more 

effective, thanks to this two speakers plus 

subwoofer concoction from KEF." 

Elegante e82 
Mordaunt 
Short iiii 
Genie � 
"Distinctive looks. practical to use, 

first-class sonics from the sats and 

the sub - it adds up to a winning 

cinema set-up ... For seamless 

integration of sound, impressive 

integrity of build and all-round 

covetability, the Mordaunt-Short 

Genie package is hard to beat - and 

it looks rather splendid, too." 

"Performance with style -

If you're looking for a 

speaker package without 

sonic sacrifices, then 

look no further than 

the Elegantes." 

I 
Elegante 

J Colour Options Available up this market with 

an innovative. 

desireable product 

of rare ability -

audition today." 

5 

REL 
Subwoofers 

In a market packed with subwoofers claiming to 

deliver the ultimate bass experience, only one brand 

of sub-bass system can prove its supremacy. With a 

record of review success stretching back over a 

decade and featuring no fewer than nine of the 

coveted What Hi-Fi7 Awards, REL is acknowledged as 

the leading provider of deep, clean bass frequencies. 

performance 

from the REL 

Stampede 

leaves little 

room for 

criticism." 

Q SERIES 
Quake Q 1 SOE • 0201 E Q400E 

ST SERIES 
Stampede Strata 5 Storm 5 

SEVENOa<s 
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SOU ND & VISION 

Some products/brands are not available at all stores. Please call to 
confirm or see the brand locator at www.ssav.com before travelling. 

TURNTABLES 
Goldring GRl 
Linn RANGE 
Michell RANGE 
Project RANGE 
Roksan Radius 5 

TUNERS 

.... £CALL 

.... £CALL 

.... £CALL 
............. £CALL 

.£CALL 

Arcam RANGE .. £ CALL 
Cyrus FM X .... £ CALL 
Denon TU260l MKll .. £99.9S 
Harman Kardon RANGE .. £ CALL 
Linn RANGE ............... £CALL 
Marantz ST 4000 .£99.9S 
Pure DRX-701 ES DAB .. £179.9S 
Pure DRX-702ES DAB/FM . .f269.9S 
Hotel RANGE f CALL 

CD PLAYERS 
Arcam RANGE .£CALL 
Cyrus RANGE .. £CALL 
Denon DCD485 .£119.9S 
Linn RANGE .. £ CALL 
Marantz CD5400 . .£119.9S 
Meridian RANGE .. £ CALL 
Musical Fidelity RANGE . .£ CALL 
Quad RANGE . . ... £ CALL 
Roksan RANGE ................ ... £CALL 
Hotel RANGE . . .£CALL 

CD RECORDERS 
Yamaha CDR-HDl 500 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam RANGE 
Cyrus RANGE 
Denon PMA355 
Linn RANGE 
Marantz PM4400 
Marantz PM7200 
Meridian RANGE 
Musical Fidelity RANGE 
Quad RANGE . 
Roksan RANGE . 
Hotel RANGE . . . . ...... . 
Yamaha AX396 

SPEAKERS 

.. £469.9S 

... £CALL 
.£CALL 

.. £1S9.9S 
.£CALL 

.. f139.9S 
.... £239.9S 

.. £CALL 
...... £CALL 

. ... £CALL 
.£CALL 
.£CALL 

.. £169.9S 

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo One . 
Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Three . 
Acoustic Energy Ael ite RANGE . 
Acoustic Energy AEl MKlll . 

.£119.9S 
.. £229.9S 

.£CALL 

.£CALL 
... £CALL 

......... £CALL 
.£CALL 
.£CALL 

AVI Neutron IV . 
B&W RANGE 
KEF RANGE . 
Linn RANGE 

Meridian RANGE 
Mission m30i . 
Mission m31i 
Mission m33i . 
Mission m34i 
Monitor Audio GR10 
Monitor Audio RANGE 
Quad RANGE . 
Ruark RANGE 
Wharfedale RANGE 

HI-FI SYSTEMS 
Arcam Solo Ex Speakers 
Denon 201 Ex Speakers 
Denon DF101 Ex Speakers 
Denon DM31 Ex Speakers 
Linn Classik Music Ex Spks 

DVD SYSTEMS 

.£CALL 
.£89.9S 

.£119.9S 

.£199.9S 

.£269.9S 

.£S99.9S 
.. £CALL 

. .. £CALL 
.. £CALL 

f CALL 

.£CALL 
.£469.9S 
.£289.9S 
.£179.9S 
.£CALL 

Denon DHT-500SD Inc 5.1 Spks 
Denon DHT-550SD Inc 5.1 Spks 
KEF KIT100 Inc Speakers 

.£429.9S 

.£S99.9S 
. £CALL 

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO 
Cyrus Link RANGE 
Living Control RANGE 
Yamaha MusicCast RANGE . 

DVD PLAYERS 
MAXE&MOOEl 

Arcam RANGE 
Cyrus RANGE 
Denon DVD-1710 
Denon DVD-291 O Universal 
Denon DVD-3910 Universal 
Denon DVD-A 1 xv 
Harman Kardon RANGE . 
Marantz RANGE 
Meridian RANGE 
Pioneer DV370 
Pioneer DV575A Universal 
Pioneer DV668Av Universal 
Pioneer DV868Avi Universal 
Samsung DVD-HD945 
Toshiba SD350 
Yamaha RANGE 

.£CALL 

.£CALL 

.£CALL 

REGION 2 MUl TI REGION 

.. £CALL £CALL 

.. £CALL £CALL 

... f99.9S f109.9S 
.f489.9S f499.9S 

.. £699.9S f719.9S 
.£CALL £CALL 

.. £CALL £CALL 

.. £CALL £CALL 
.£CALL £CALL 
.fS9.9S £69.9S 

.£119.9S f129.9S 

.£469.9S f479.9S 

.f799.9S f819.9S 

.£139.9S £149.9S 
.f79.9S f89.9S 

.. £CALL £CALL 

DVD RECORDERS 

Panasonic DMR-ES 10 
Panasonic DMR-EH50 
Pioneer DVR-320 
Pioneer DVR-420H . 
Pioneer DVR-520H 
Pioneer DVR-720H 
Pioneer DVR-920H 

REGION 2 MULTI REGION 

.£199.9S £209.9S 

.£339.9S £349.9S 
. .£299.9S £309.9S 
.£349.9S £369.9S 

.. £399.9S f419.9S 

. .£469.9S £489.9S 

.. f999.9S £1029.9S 

AN AMPLIFIERS 

RECEIVERS & PROCESSORS 
Arcam RANGE 
Cyrus RANGE . 

......... £CALL 
. .£CALL 

.£CALL 
.. £199.9S 

... £229.9S 

Denon AVC-A 1 XV AN Amplifier 
Denon AVR 1705 AN Receiver 
Denon AVR 1905 AN Receiver 
Denon AVR2805 AN Receiver 
Denon AVR3805 AN Receiver 
Harman Kardon RANGE 
lexicon RANGE 
Marantz RANGE 

....... £549.9S 
.. £799.9S 

... £CALL 

... £CALL 

Onkyo RANGE 
Pioneer VSX-1014s AN Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-2014i AN Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-AX5Ai AN Receiver 
Pioneer VSA-AX1 OAi AN Amplifier . 
Hotel RANGE 
Yamaha DSP-AX757SE AN Amplifier 
Yamaha RX-V3 5 7 AN Receiver 
Yamaha RX-V557 AN Receiver 

.. £CALL 
.... £CALL 

.£429.9S 

.£549.9S 

.£799.9S 
. £1999.9S 

.£CALL 
.£399.9S 
.£149.9S 
.£299.9S 

AN SPEAKERS & PACKAGES 
Acoustic Energy RANGE .£CALL 
Artcoustic RANGE .£CALL 
Audica RANGE .£CALL 
B&W RANGE .£ CALL 
B&W Mini Theatre RANGE .£CALL 
KEF KHT1005 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£299.9S 
KEF KHT2005.2 ..... £S99.9S 
KEF 07 AV . . .£CALL 
M&K RANGE .£CALL 
Mission M Cube . . .. £849.9S 
Mission Elegante RANGE .£ CALL 
Monitor Audio RANGE .£CALL 
Mordaunt Short Genie .£649.9S 
Quad L-Series ..... £CALL 
Wharfedale Diamond 9 HCP .. £ CALL 
Yamaha YSP-1 Sound Projedor .. £ CALL 

SUBWOOFERS 
B&W RANGE 
M&K RANGE 
MJ Acoustics RANGE . 
Monitor Audio RANGE 
Quad L Series 
REL RANGE 
Wharfedale Diamond SW1 50 

PLASMA 
Fujitsu RANGE 
Hitachi 42PD5200 42" 
Hitachi RANGE . 
LG R242PX11 42" 
LG RANGE 
Panasonic TH37PV500 (Wal) 37" 
Panasonic TH42PV500 (Wal) 42" 
Panasonic RANGE 
Pioneer PDP435XDE 43" 
Pioneer RANGE 

LCD TV 
Hitachi RANGE 
LG R232L250 32" 
LG RANGE 
Panasonic RANGE 
Sharp Aquos LC26GA5E 26" 
Sharp Aquos LC32GA5E 32" 
Sharp Aquos RANGE . 
Toshiba 32WL56 32" 
Toshiba RANGE 

PROJECTORS 
Optoma H27 DLP 
Screenplay RANGE 
Sharp XV291 E . 
Sharp RANGE . 
Sim 2 RANGE . 
ThemeScene RANGE 

.£CALL 

.£CALL 

.£CALL 

.£CALL 
... £CALL 

.. £CALL 

.. £CALL 

.£CALL 
.£1699.9S 
. .£CALL 

.£1399.9S 
.... £CALL 

.£1999.9S 

.£2299.9S 
.£CALL 

.£2699.9S 
.£CALL 

.£CALL 
.£999.9S 

... £CALL 
.. £CALL 
.£699.9S 
.£949.9S 
.£CALL 

.£999.9S 
.£CALL 

... £CALL 
.£CALL 

. .£799.9S 
. ... £CALL 

. ..... £CALL 
.. £CALL 

PIONEER 
PDP435XDE PLASMA TV 

SAVE £300 (NICWAOOI' 

PRICEO:ClUDESSPEAKERS 

AR CAM 
DV79/AVR300 DVD/AV RECEIVER 

--- 01 ... 
� ... ······••!• .... '! l 
£2299 CLAIM £400 

TOWARDS THE SPEAKERS OF YOUR CHOICE (NICWAOO)' 

SCREENPLAY 
5700 DLP PROJECTOR 

£1999 CLAIM £300 
TOWARDS THE SCREEN OF YOUR CHOICE (NICWAOO)" 

MARANTZ 
DV6500/SR5500 DVD/AV RECEIVER 

0 
0 

£499 SAVE £250 (NICWAOO)' 

KEF 
KHT2005.2 SPEAKER SYSTEM 

£599 CLAIM FREE 
SPEAKER STANDS WORTH £80 (NICWAOO)" 

"NICWAOO ·NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR Pf\OMOTION 

SUMMER EVENT At least 10°/o off our normal selling prices on a wide range 
of products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com 

£PRICING POLICY 
We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. 
In the event you can find the same 
products and excellent service at a 
lower price, please bring it to our 
store managers' attention. 

ESSENTIAL 
ACCESSORIES 
The right accessories can make 
or break your system. 
Our carefully selected range, 
including QED, Soundstyle and 
Grado, will ensure you get the very 
best performance from your system. 

6 

0% FINANCE 
OPTIONt 

Spread the cost of buying. 
0% finance option' is available on 
the majority of products we stock. 
'Written details on request. Ucense-d credit 
brok@rs. Minimum balanc.,. £400. Subject to status. 

PLEASE NOTE 
Some products/brands are not available 
at all stores. Please call to confirm or 
see the brand locator on our website 
before travelling. 
*Added Value Offers - From range available 

in-store. Not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO) 

ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 2510712005, E&OE. 



, �· • �''!ii .... 
At least 10010 off our normal selling prices on a wide range of 

SUMMER EVENT products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com 

ABERDEEN 01224 252797 

• 57 CROWN STREET OPEN SUNDAY 

BEDFORD 01234 272779 

• 29-31 ST PETERS STREET 

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977 

•ARCH 12, LIVERY STREET 

BRIGHTON 01273 733338 

• 57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE 

BRISTOL 0117 974 3727 

• 92B WHITELADIES ROAD, CLIFTON 

BROMLEY 020 8290 1988 

• 39A EAST STREET 

CAMBRIDGE 01223 304770 

• 17 BURLEIGH STREET 

CARDIFF 029 2047 2899 

• 104-1 06 ALBANY ROAD 

CHELSEA 020 7352 9466 

• 403 KINGS ROAD 

CHELTENHAM 01242 241171 

• 14 PITTVILLE STREET 

CRAWLEY 01293 510777 

• 32 THE BOULEVARD OPEN SUNDAY 

CROYDON 020 8665 1203 

• 369-373 LONDON ROAD 

EALING 020 8579 8777 

• 24 THE GREEN OPEN SUNDAY 

EDINBURGH 0131 229 7267 

• 5 THE GRASSMARKET 

EPSOM 01372 720720 

• 12 UPPER HIGH STREET OPEN SUNDAY 

EXETER 01392 218895 

• 28 COWICK STREET 

GLASGOW 0141 332 9655 

• 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 

GUILDFORD 01483 536666 

• 73B NORTH STREET 

HOLBORN 020 7837 7540 

• 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 

HULL 01482 587171 

• 1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET 

IPSWICH 01473 286977 

• 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET 

KINGSTON 020 8547 0717 

• 43 FIFE ROAD OPEN SUNDAY 

LEEDS 0113 245 2775 

• 62 NORTH STREET OPEN SUNDAY 

LEICESTER 0116 253 6567 

• 10 LOSEBY LANE 

LINCOLN 01522 527397 

• 20-22 CORPORATION STREET (OFF HIGH STREET} 

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366 

• 96 WEEK STREET 

MANCHESTER 0161 831 7969 

• 69 HIGH ST. CITY CENTRE 

NEWCASTLE 0191 221 2320 

• 19 NEWGATE STREET 

NORWICH 01603 767605 

• 29-29A ST GILES STREET 

NOTIINGHAM0115 911 2121 

• 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD 

OXFORD 01865 241773 

• 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET 

PETERBOROUGH 01733 897697 

• 36-38 PARK ROAD OPEN SUNDAY 

PLYMOUTH 01752 226011 

• 107 CORNWALL STREET 

POOLE 01202 671677 

• LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET 

PRESTON 01772 825777 

• 40-41 LUNE STREET OPEN SUNDAY 

READING 0118 959 7768 

• 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE 

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555 

• 109-113 LONDON ROAD 

SHEFFIELD 0114 255 5861 

• 635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY OPEN SUNDAY 

SOU HULL 0121 733 372 7 

• 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD 

SOUTHAMPTON 023 8033 7770 

• 33 LONDON ROAD 

SOUTHGATE 020 8886 2777 

• 79-81 CHASE SIDE 

STAINES 01784 460777 

• 4 THAMES STREET OPEN SUNDAY 

SWINDON 01793 610992 

• 8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD 

SWISS COTIAGE 020 7722 9777 

• 21 NORTHWAYS PDE, FINCHLEY RD OPEN SUNDAY 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543 

• 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD 

WATFORD 01923 213533 

• 478 ST ALBANS ROAD 

WEYBRIDGE 01932 828525 

• 43 CHURCH STREET. THE QUADRANT 

WITHAM (ESSEX) 01376 501733 

• 1 THE GROVE CENTRE 

WOLVERHAMPTON 01902 312225 

• 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET 

YEOVIL 01935 700078 'OPfNINGSDDN 

• 14 SILVER STREET 'SUBJECT TD UGAL COMl't.ETION 

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE E-MAIL: [1nse11 store location]@ssav.com 

7 

Who are Sevenoaks? 
Established as Sevenoaks Hi-Fi in 1972, we have grown steadily onto one of the leading 

independent home entertainment specialists in the UK, earning a reputation for 

outstanding service, choice and value for money. In 1995, reflecting our commitment to the 

emergent new technologies in home cinema, our name was changed to Sevenoaks Sound 

& Vision. We now have 49 stores across the land stocking a broad range of exceptional 

equipment and accessories. 

How to shop at Sevenoaks 
When it comes to making big decisions about what to buy, there's no substitute for actually 

road-testing your prospective purchases - seeing, hearing and experiencing the products in 

action, with the benefit of our expert knowledge and guidance to help you choose. To get 

the most from your Sevenoaks Sound & Vision experience, simply follow this checklist: 

• ESTABLISH YOUR AIMS - Are you tweaking an existing system to improve sound or 

picture quality, or are you looking for a more fundamental and comprehensive upgrade? 

• BRING YOUR FAVOURITE DISCS WITH YOU - To ensure you get the most from the 

music and movres in your collection, it pays to test equipment using those very same discs 

or records, That way you can readily compare levels of performance. However, if you prefer, 

we can supply a selection of demo discs - current mainstream entertainment that serves to 

highlight the capabilities of the equipment. 

• JUST ASK - If you are unsure of any aspect of the products or technologies available, or 

would like more information about installation options, simply let us know and our staff will 

be happy to help you out. 

•TAKE YOUR TIME - We want you to be as happy as possible with your choices, so please 

take as much time as you need to determine which products are right for you. 

Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
Guide - 2005 Edition 

Pick-up a copy of our New 72 Page Guide 

at your nearest Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 

store or order a copy via our Website. T he 

brochure will be posted to you (UK mainland 

addresses only) free of charge. 

Sevenoaks Website 
T he Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks group 

and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store. In addition, there are hundreds of 

SPECIAL OFFERS and STOCK CLEARANCE items available from our stores nationwide -

many with savings of up to 50%. To view our regularly updated product lists, visit 

www.ssav.com and click on special offers 

www.ssav.com 

SEVENOa<s 



STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated and pre/power amps 

@ Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 

power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 

sections are in one box. There are definite 

advantages to separating the low level, 

delicate signals in the preamp from the 

radiations of a power amp, so the more 

ambitious designs come in two or more 

cases. In some cases, each channel has its 

own power amp called a monoblock. 

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 

transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 

because of their practical and technical 

advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 

on owing to aspects of sound quality that 

trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 

your music loud, use trannies; if you 

appreciate acoustic music, try valves. 

The fundamental of amp/speaker 

interfacing is power rating and speaker 

sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 

speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 

takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 

of speakers which present a difficult load. As 

a rule, you can't have too much power. 

How to choose an amp 

The main areas in which amps vary are: 

timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 

transparency. Timing is the ability to 

present the attack and decay of each note 

precisely; amps with strong timing have a 

snap and coherence that is very appealing. 

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 

to portray variations in level between 

individual notes and is different to dynamic 

range (the difference between the loudest 

and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 

tend to have more life and energy. 

Stereo imaging is how solid or 

three-dimensional an instrument or voice 

sounds. The point of having two rather than 

one speaker is to make it possible to 

recreate the soundstage of the original 

recording, thus amps that have strong 

imaging skills can create a sonic space that 

seems to extend the room. 

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 

difference between amps. One amp will 

present more subtlety than another, but the 

drawback with using this as your main 

criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 

sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 

the expense of overall musical coherence. 

HOME CINEMA STEREO 
Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 

set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 

speakers do a remarkably good job of 

creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps 

TOP BUYS 

• 

tend to be better at reproducing music as 

they don't have the (electrical) noise­

inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 

amps cost three to four times as much as 

stereo models of a similar quality. 

Naim 
NAC 112x/NAP lSOx £1,475 

A true budget belter from Marantz- power 

and finesse in equal measure, plus the 

ability to switch between Class A and Class 

AB operation. Giant killing amps are back! 

Another cracking integrated from the 

Exposure stable - admirable musical 

insight and communication at a 

thoroughly sensible price. Top stuff. 

Naim's new entry-level pre/power amp is 

a fabulously engaging combo. As you'd 

expect, rhythm and timing are to the fore, 

with a healthy dollop of finesse to boot. 

96 Hl·FI CHOICE I summer 2005 

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS? 
All audio electronics perform 

better when they are warmed 

up, and this is particularly the 

case when it comes to 

amplifiers. If there's no way 

that you can leave it on all the 

time, make an effort to switch 

it on at least 20 minutes 

before listening. 

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING? 
Bi-wiring is when you run 

separate cables to the treble 

and bass/mid terminals on the 

speaker. In most instances, this 

improves sound quality so long 

as identical cables are used. 

Bi-amping is using two stereo 

amps to drive one pair of 

speakers, using one amp to 

drive the treble and the other 

for the bass/mid sections of 

the speakers. 

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER? 
Valve amps are inherently low 

powered in absolute terms - at 

least when you compare them 

to their transistor-based 

cousins. But when partnered 

with high-sensitivity 

loudspeakers, they are quite 

capable of producing perfectly 

adequate head-banging levels. 

Beautifully made and with a sound to 

match, this Scandinavian pre/power 

combines warmth and body with energy 

and detail- a truly musical performer. 
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� §\i "' 

� Integrated amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Ol' 0 
c n1 � � 11' 0 ("> z � "' 0 0 8 ;§ 
� � � 5 g g; 

I 
l COMMENTS 

Ill 
D Arcam DiVA A65 Plus 370 Highly articulate and fluent, offers unusual insight for its price --�---<-- • • • 40 232 

0 i VA ABO 600 I Arcam's most successful mid-range amp to date - sophisticated control system and crisp, detailed sound 6 • • • 90 1 251 
D 
D 
D 

Arcam DiVA A90 850 
Audio Analogue Primo 475 
Cambridge Audio Azur 540A 1 200 
Cambridge Audio Azur 640A 250 
Cyrus 6vs 600 
Cyrus 8vs 800 

g_ �companiet EC13 999 
D Exposure 201 0 S 599 
0 Marantz PM4400 OSE 250 
D Marantz PM7200 330 

-

D Musical Fidelity X-80 600 
� NAO C352 350 
� Nairn Nait 5i 699 

Rega Mira 3 598 
c:J Ratel RA-03 499 

-

� Ratel RA-1062 595 
- l D Sugden A21a 899 

•·: I Ill 

I 

Enhanced replacement for A85, convertible to 7.1 sound with the addition of an add-on module and extra P90 power amps 6 opt • 90 250 
- - -- - -- -- --- -t--+--+--+--+--

Small, stylish amp with a smooth and beguiling sound. Makes a fine partner for AA's equally compact Primo CD player 5 opt 70 255 
---t---t----+--+---+--+----< 

A well built and fully featured amplifier that costs this little should not sound this revealing 6 opt 50 255 
r�·-- � 

opt 65 250 Cambridge has a powerful weapon in the battle for budget amp supremacy, it's a lot of musical entertainment for the money i· 5 
Best seen in a Cyrus rack but capable of sweet sounds elsewhere too. Impressively clean and agile but lacking musical grunt 
Slightly inferior to Cyrus 6vs, but the tables are turned with the add-on PSX-R power supply - in that form it's a real Best Buy 
Large and fairly powerful, with individual looks and very refined sound 

7 . 40 262 
1 J � • •  70 j- 261 

1 6 . 70 262 
------+ t----+--- r-- ____, Beneath the unassuming exterior lurks a very capable performer that's passionate about music 

Highly competent and well specified - a lively performer that makes great music 
High power, plenty of features and remarkably clear and informative sound with lots of impact 

-- ---

The entry-level to Musical Fidelity's amplifier range sounds both powerful and refined 
-- -

Dynamic and musical sounding update on what was already a star product 
--

6 opt • 75 262 
5 1• • 50 256 

, 6 •le • � 24s 
4 • 55 255 � -··--
7 • ---

--------t A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 
. uo� 25� 

--

Lively sound with good timing and frequency extension, if not quite as detailed as some 
- - � ----

Gutsy amp that's equally happy belting out anthems and whispering romantic secrets. Good phono stage too 
A great value amp with a detailed and engaging sound, and the ability to drive almost any speaker in its path 

____ .. __ 

- -- -- -- --

This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 

-·-

4 
ts 

--·-·-
5 
5 

1 5 

• 
• • 
--- ·------ ------
• • 
• • 1-

50 252 
• 60 262 

t 70 265 
-

95 251 
� 

25 224 

0 Arcam FMJ A32 1 ,200 Ultra-c1v11ised amp with plenty of features that s also highly revealing and musical • • •  100 266 
D Audio Note Oto Line SE 1,599 Single-ended valve amp lacks power but sounds remarkably delicate and coherent opt 10 254 
D Audio Analogue Maestro S. 1,750 
D Audio Research VSi55 2.895 
D AVI Laboratory Series 1,399 
D Copland CSA29 1,900 
[ill Krell KAV-400xi 2,698 
D Marantz PM-11S1 2,500 
D Moon i-3 1,595 
D Primare 130 1,500 
[ill Sugden A21 SE 1,995 
D Unison Research Unico 200 3,000 

The beautifully made Maestro Settanta sounds fast, deep and very smooth, though perhaps not the most dynamic 
Superb all-rounder provides the delights of valve amplification without sacrificing convenience 
Terrific power, control and resolution - effortlessly musical and fine value 

- - - --- ----

A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both wands 
The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 

-----

A good-looking, well-endowed, high-quality amp that's a great match for the impressive SA-11S1 stereo CD/SAGO player 
Powerful Canadian amp whose lively presentation is particularly suited to big-scale music 
Definitive at the price, this is a smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer. Less custom install features than COP however 

• • 70 257 
5 �. ------rso 254 
6 lopt • 

6 opt • 

I 5 • 

200 241 
� 255J 
200 247 J 

6 • • • 100 265 
_J____.._ 

6 • 100 265 
6 r+ 1. +1oi:_ 267 

Hot-running Class A amplifier that sounds more delicious than most. A definite step up fro_m _ t _he
_

c_ la_s_si _c A2
_

1_ a ____ --+
--

4-+
-

-
-+-

•--
+-

-
+

-4
-
0-

+
1_ 2_6_8

-1 
Hybrid integrated with high power/quality low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 

_,_ 
• 200 1 269 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDrTOR'SCHOICE m311r:·llS 2l I STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
. :ll Ii � � � � Pre/power amplifiers 

BADGE? PRODUCT 
Ill 

D Arcam FMJ A32/P35 
[ill Cyrus DAG XP 

Densen Beat 200/300 
D Exposure 201 0 S Integrated/Power 

t-- --

D Nairn NAG 112x/NAP 150x 
D Quad 99/909 

ABOVE .£2.000 
Border Patrol P20 
Bryston BP25/4BSST 
Chapter Preface/II+ 

1,980 
2,200 

-� l: 
e> e> 

�� 55 
9l COMMENTS 

One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication • • 
,. 

� � � § � - 0 1 0 ;§ "' � � � g g; 
7 • • 100 227 
2-r-� 266 

1,985 
A knockout DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz 
Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 
Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases the musical communication of an already fine integrated 

___._!_ • �opt
,_ 

opt 100 216 
1,098 • • 6 • 75 264 
1,475 Uprated entry-level Nairn pre/power is a master of musical communication • • 
1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with gooo strong sound and just a little veiling r .- • 

6,750 Muscular 300B push-pull design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best • • 
4,000 Extremely transparent, high-power combo, you'll listen louder and longer because you can • • 
9,800 Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price • • 

6 • 

5 • • 

+-
8 opt • 300 241 
6 • 300 249 

Iii !l!>'f:lt I LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and on board phono stage for a cartridge. 
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. 

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's raled output in wans per channel. 
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Our favourite o BEST BUY � EDITOR'S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

25 

� 
� jl :l' 

Pre/power amplifiers � � � 
� iii � 

0 � 

� 
s: 

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 'll ]; g: 

ITU Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 6, 100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream 5 120 269 

ITU 

D 

[ill 

� 

Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA 20,000 Valve preamp and solid-state power deliver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around 

Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective pertormance and inspires great confidence 

5 350 264 

EAR 864/534 4,156 6 50 254 

ECS EA-1 6,000 180 253 

Exposure XXlll/XXVlll 2,790 

Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 

Highly natural and dynamic amplifier that offers the fluidity and energy of valves via transistors 6 opt 70 241 

Gamut D3 

Gamut 0200 Mk3 

3,430 

3,950 

Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound 

A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price 

5 opt 265 

200 247 

Halcro dm1 O/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combc vvll probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 

Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers 

5 225 243 

HolAand HP-100/RADIA 12,745 9 opt 125 250 

Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 700 234 

Linn Klimax Kontrol 6,000 

Reference class amplifier may represent overl<ill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 

More sophisticated than its forebears with a fleet-footed sound that draws you into the music 

4 238 

Nairn NAG 202/NAP 200 2,720 8 70 241 

Nairn NAP 500 11,875 Wondertul neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 140 208 

Nairn NAG 552 12,100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience • 6 233 

Primare PRE30/A30.2 2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical pertormer 7 128 256 

Quad QC-24/11·40 4,007 Big, muscular valve sound that's smooth and easy on the ears, plus solid engineering with good power delivery 40 254 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies 

The multichannel, surround sound or 

AV amplifier is a popular option, 

thanks to the success of the DVD 

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 

five channels or more of amplification for 

the price of two. Now that multichannel 

music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 

be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 

amp with a radio tuner built in). 

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 

SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 

then check out a multichannel amp and 

speaker set-up - they're stunning with 

movies and none too shabby with music. 

AV amps are usually designed primarily 

for movies and come with digital 

processing for the various soundtrack 

formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 

Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 

surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 

formats. More ambitious designs also offer 

THX post processing, designed to emulate 

the sound of the mixing theatre at home. 

Processing in AV amps is needed because 

the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 

potential. This is why new formats SACD 

and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 

compression, were created for music. 

All this processing power can take its toll 

on analogue formats. The best multichannel 

amps for music are often the simplest, but 

any that offer a complete bypass option with 

six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 

looking at real power- five or seven 

channels of amplification are not easy to 

produce with a feeble power supply, and the 

cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 

up to the claims. 

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how many speakers 

you want. Multichannel music 

discs come with six or 5.1 

channels, but for new movies, 

7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set·ups 

also mean you have speakers 

directly behind you - preferable 

for music discs. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP? 
Processors don't have built-in 

amplification and you need 

separate power amps. AV amps 

and receivers have processing 

and amps in the same box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 
This is the LFE (low frequency 

effects) or bass channel that is 

reproduced by a subwoofer. 

Hl·FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high· 

quality multichannel music, surround 

sound is no longer just a home cinema 

thing. An increasing number of people 

want to build a multichannel system that 

will do their music as well as their movie 

DVDs justice, and the number of AV are some very decent integrated options 

products delivering sufficient quality is below fl,000, though the best (and most 

on the increase. But most aren't cheap - costly) route is to buy a separate 

building a top-quality system with five or processor and power amp(s). Or you can 

more channels is inevitably more add AV amplification to a stereo model 

expensive than sticking with stereo. There you can't bear to part with. 
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Sony 
STR-DB795 £300 

Pioneer 
VSA-AXlOAi £3,200 

Sony's latest little box of AV tricks is 

astonishingly good for the money - great 

with cinema and unusually fine with music. 

Combines admirable sound across all 

music and movie formats with features 

like full auto set-up, i. Link and the latest 

surround formats - a class act at £1,000. 

An astoundingly thorough multichannel 

tour de force, stuffed with features and 

impressive in both stereo and full 

surround, such as i.Link connectivity. 

A fantastic achievement from this 

respected UK brand - a top-ranking AV 

processor and seven-channel power amp. 

Our favourite o BESTBlN !£)EDITORS CHOICE 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
MAiU#Ai�l1·iil1l{bW 

Multichannel amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

MULTICHANNEL INTICRITED IMPS 

B Arcam AVR300 1,300 Cracking all-round music and movie ability sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 8 

Denon AVR-2803 650 Merely 'average' sound but it's impossible to argue against the flexibility and value of its engineering 9 

� Denon AVR-3805 1,000 Upgraded sound, new processing algorithms and a great remote control make this a superb mid-market multichannel buy 

@ Denon AVC-A 1 X:V 4,000 Inelegant, but powertul and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously 

@ Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HDMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering 10 

Marantz SR9300 2,000 Not a high flyer, just a thoroughly enjoyable, warm and attractive sounding receiver with music and film soundtracks alike 8 

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo toe. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 

� Pioneer VSA-AX5i 1,200 Standard setter in its price category, with i. Link digital intertace and MCACC auto set-up 11 

@ Pioneer VSA-AJ.1 OAi 3,200 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 

D Sony STR-DB795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 

@ Sony TA-DA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Link encrypted outputs 10 

MULTICHANNEL PREIMPS/PROCESSORS IND POWER IMPS 

D Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 

@ Arcam AV8/P7 5,750 State-of-the-art processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 

[ill Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 

Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900 Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 3 

@ EAD TheaterMaster 8800 4,500 One of the most 'musical' sounding AV prcoessors to date - great with the matching PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 9 

Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 

13 Marantz PS-17 /2x SM-17 3,400 Classy and capable system, great steering, warm solid sound and high detail resolution, and some great gadgets 10 

[ill Meridian 861 9,833 Powertul surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAPl 50 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 

@ Parasound Halo C 1 I A51 8,500 Powertul and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 

G Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 

11 U l !fi :j j I RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc 

7 .1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification. 

5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in wans per channel of all channels driven by the amp. 

audio analogue 
audio research 
copland 
dream vision 
ecs 
epos 
grade 
harmonic 

�y�erion 
1adis 
koetsu 
krell 
magnum dynalab 
martin logan 
gold ring 
myryad 

opera 
pathos 
prima luna 
qed 
sonus faber 
stands unique 
sunfire 
t+a 

���� { ;.• ,.. rs ,. .. l 
l.. /'l• • A ' , • f • Wl <t t­...-1� :W i ll • 

�· 

theta 
townshend 
transparent 
unison research 
wadia 
waterfall 
wilson audio 
& many more .. 

100 257 

130 251 

120 256 

170 266 

140 267 

105 252 

160 255 

100 248 

150 260 

100 260 

200 253 

90 250 

180 235 

125 236 

105 238 

242 

260 

60 238 

230 

50 238 

250 243 

120 238 
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STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

® While loudspeakers are relatively 

straightforward in construction, they 

have one of the most difficult jobs in 

hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 

acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 

drive units in a box that usually has a port 

in it to make life easier for the cone in your 

mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 

arrangement include panel speakers, which 

use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 

horns, which use drive units in complex 

cabinets that greatly improve efficiency. 

Box speakers are either designed to stand 

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 

(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 

greater internal volume which can translate 

into greater efficiency and/or bass 

extension, but less substantial designs also 

introduce cabinet resonance and thus 

distortion. But they don't need stands and 

therefore have the aesthetic edge. 

Stand mounts have less cabinet to vibrate 

and often score in terms of imaging and 

timing, but need good stands to work well. 

Positioning 
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 

greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 

rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 

placement and experimentation will yield 

the best results. Altering the angle at 

which the speakers face the listener can 

also make a difference to balance and 

stereo image. 

Going multichannel 
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 

with centre and surround channels from the 

same brand to create a multichannel 

system. The most important element is a 

centre channel, which needs to match the 

stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 

best musical results, surrounds should be as 

per the front left and right channels, but if 

space or funds don't permit, smaller designs 

can be used quite effectively. 

Choosing speakers 
Because speakers and the rooms they are 

used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 

to be quite subjective. To find some that 

will suit you, try to listen to a good variety 

to hear how they differ, and if possible, 

audition some at home. Tonal balance 

tends to vary the most, but is less important 

than more subtle factors such as timing 

and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears 

not your eyes - great-looking speakers 

aren't necessarily great sounding. 

Spikes 
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 

threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 

coupling with the floor. These have the 

advantage of draining resonance from the 

speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 

result in more vibration getting back to the 

electronics and often cause the floor to 

resonate as well. 

POWER 
Though some speakers have a power rating, 

this isn't as informative as a rating for how 

difficult they are to drive, nor does it 

indicate wattage extremes for the 

partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 

cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 

ease of drive to indicate how much power 

100 HI-FI CHOICE I summer 2005 

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 

above-average (A+) speaker will work with 

amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 

(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 

below average (A-) speaker could require 

lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 

guidelines rather than rules. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power for 

the fu 11 story. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those designed to work close to 

the wall will be smoother in 

confined spaces. Speakers that 

have relatively dry, tight bass 

will also sound better. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 

designs are more likely to be 

able to fill a room better than 

compact models. 

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assuming that you're 

wanting to create a 

homogenous surround sound 

experience, where voices don't 

change when they move from 

one channel to another. 



A new dual-concentric main driver plus 

super-tweeter in a solid standmount box 

results in a neutral yet expressive speaker 

at a very tempting price. 

An attractively compact floorstander with 

a beautifully articulate sound and 

remarkable freedom from boxiness. A great 

buy if you've just under a grand to spend. 

that's capable of delivering magnificent 

musical communication, alongside 

superior subtlety and delicacy. 

This extraordinary speaker stands at the 

pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 

range. State of the art resolution and 

imaging are among its many attributes. 
'----

Our favourite � BEST BUY [ill EDITOR"SCHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UPT0.£1,000 

D Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo 1 180 An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 

� ATC SCM12 999 Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 

� AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 

� B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 

[!] B&W DM602 S3 300 Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 

@] B&W DM603 S3 600 Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 

D B&W 705 900 Dett, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 

D Castle Richmond 3i 320 Does most things well and the most important thing - musical communication - remarkably well for the price 

� Castle Conway 3 930 Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more 'air' 

� Castle Harlech S2 1,000 Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 

[!:] Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 

-I Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Brilliant neutrality, though a little understated dynamically (wood veneered version, as tested - £647) 

Dynaudio Audience 62 729 Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically - lightweight, but clean and dextrous 
--+--

� Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 

� Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 

� Epos M12.2 450 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 

� Focal-JMlab Chorus 707 S 350 The size and shape might be unfashionable, but this is an outstanding all-round performer at a very sharp price 

� Focal-JMlab Chorus 716 S 550 Not the smoothest around, but combines coherent voicing with fine dynamic expression and real authority 

Focal-JMlab Chorus 726 S 780 Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice-band congestion 

BJ Focal-JMlab Cobalt 816 S 999 Great all-rounder - lively and dynamic, smooth and neutral, marred only by a slight treble 'sting' 

Harbeth NRG2 650 Strikingly styled standmount majors on dynamic excitement at some expense in smoothness and coloration 

KEF 04 400 Beautiful, bijou three-way floorstander lacks some bass weight but has a lovely midband with low coloration 

Leema Xen 1,000 A true micro-mini-monitor with remarkable powers of analysis and great musical insight, if a touch forward 

�onitor Audio Bronze B2 200 A lively and entertaining speaker with tight, controlled bass and a pronounced midband 

B Monitor Audio Bronze B4 350 A beautifully balanced loudspeaker with fine overall dynamic range and good imaging 

Monitor Audio Silver S8 800 A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 

� Mordaunt-Short Avant 906 350 Capable and engaging, this neat design will complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 
------+- --

G Nairn n-SATS 695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excellent all round results 

Neat Petite 111 845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 
i 

PMC DB1+ 625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 

� PMC TB2+ 795 This fine allrounder has a lovely laid-back neutrality, fine transparency, low coloration and a sweet treble 

� PMC GB1 995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� ;ri � � 0 

� � i3 � � b 
0 "' 

0 � "' "I 
.;:; ii;I � 

19,36,24 A 30 

22,39,26 A- 55 

15,27,21 A- 65 

20,33,23 A 23 

24,49,29 A 25 

20,91,29 A- 25 

22,42,29 A 35 

17,33,23 A 60 

22,91,27 A+ 30 

20,96,33 A 50 

17,29,24 A 40 

20,33,26 A- 30 

20,86,26 • A 30 

18,27,19 I A- 60 

18x33x21 A- 40 

20,37,25 I A- 40 

24,49.30 A 25 

22,95,30 A 20 

22,100,32 A+ 55 

22,98,31 • A- 25 

19,34,29 A+ 42 

18,82,25 A 38 

14,22,23 A- 50 

19,35,25 A 42 

19,85,26 • A 23 

19,90,27 • A 20 

18,85,27 _!_i_ A 45 

20,29,21 A 50 

20,31,20 A 30 

16,29,24 A 50 

20,41,31 A 30 

16,92,24 • A+ 30 

� � � d 1"' � "' "' 

�I gJ � 

• 226 

• 253 

• 260 

• 226 

• 234 

• 231 
t ------, 

253 

• 260 

• 237 

• 219 

• 215 

• 250 
� 

• 231 

• 241 

• 269_j 
__! -i � • 251 

• 1 250 

• 253 

• 242 

• 263 

• 255 

• 245 

t. 238 

• 

. � • 

255 

237 

254 

• 268 

• r-211 

•I 261 
-

� • 

• 257 

JiJl'f·t:!JI SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLDORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much pcwer the amplifier needs (approximately) to dnve the 

loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- t 00 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes -the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will wort< best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 

Quad 21L 
,_ 

Rega R1 

Rega R3 

699 
'--

695 

298 

448 

I 
Tanney Fusion 4 350 

Tannoy Sensys DC1 449 

I Tannoy Eyris 1 600 

I Tannoy Sensys DC2 -------t 649 

Tannoy Eyris 2 999 

Triangle Antal ES 975 

Triangle Titus ES 370 

Triangle Gamete ES 500 

Stunning standmount with electrostatic· like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 267 

263 Elegant lacquer finish floorstander has a smooth, well balanced sound, even bass and good detail projection < 1,ov,<u A-t-- 2G 

Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 

Discreet, pretty and fine value. A little lightweight but impressively open, it delivers music with great agility 

This big d'Appolito twin two-way has fine coherence and dynamics. A neutral and even all-rounder 

Modest sensitivity but beautifully balanced with fine authority at a very realistic price 

Pricey but very cute standmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 

Has impressive scale and weight with fine stereo imaging, but is also rather laid back, lacking easy agility 

This super-slim and cutely different-locking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 

Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of scale and expression 

Not pretty but busy, coherent and involving, if a little thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 

Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 

15x32x24 A 50 269 

20,76,28 e A 40 265 

21,97,29 e A 20 e 255 

21,41,29 A 40 • 245 

17, 35, 26 A+ 227 

21,97,29 A 20 e 250 

17,91,26 A 20 231 

20, 108,34 A 20 263 

18x37x30 A· 40 269 

20,42,34 A 40 265 

ABOVE £1.000 

0 Acoustic Energy AE1 Mklll 1,690 

Acoustic Energy AE3 Mkll 4,490 

Anthony Gallo Nucleus Ref 2,400 

Luxury miniature has a laid-back but bouncy sound, a marvellous dynamic range and very superior imaging 

A beautifully neutral speaker with very wide dynamic range and superior imaging, plus lovely Art Deco styling 

Occasionally raw, but engaging and capable beyond its physical stature 

19,31,25 A· 30 251 

19,99,29 A 20 251 

0 20,89,41 A 34 257 

ATC Active 1 0 

0 ATC SCM35 

1,269 Stylish, active pcwerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 23,39,31 

1,999 If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record collection in all its glory, this is a speaker to treasure 23,88,30 

0 Audio Note AN·E/LX 2,650 Though not very pretty, this is a thoroughly entertaining speaker with great dynamic subtlety and integrity 36,79,27 

0 Audiovector Mi 3 Signature 2,320 Smooth and beautifully balanced with superb neutrality, wide dynamic range and a warm, sweet character 20,100,29 

20,100,29 

25,40,30 

22,96,32 

D 
0 
0 
@ 

0 
0 
0 

Audiovector Mi 3 Super 1,596 

Aurum Cantus Leisure 3SE 1,200 

B&W 704 1,400 

B&W 8020 8,000 

B&W 805S 1,600 

B&W 703 2,000 

BC Acoustique ACT·A 1 1, 195 

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 

Dynamically very expressive, clear and intelligible voices, arguably even better value than the Signature version 

Fabulous lacquer finish and a classy ribbon tweeter. Sounds smooth and sweet, if a touch laid back 

Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 

Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37, 115,56 

A wonderfully communicative, entertaining and subtle speaker, despite some lack of tonal richness 24,39,33 

Bass is immensely powerful and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23, 101,36 

Exceptional focus, dynamic coherence and expression through the voice band, but bass could be more even 21,90,33 

Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34, 130, 75 

Unique design delivers superior dynamics that sound particularly convincing with acoustic and classical music 19.5, 135,40 

act 45 

A· 48 

A+ 22 

A· 24 

A 20 

A 28 

A 20 

A <20 

A 25 

A· 20 

A+ 25 

A+ 80 

A 37 

D 
Bosendorfer VC 7 

Canton Vento 809DC 

Dali Helicon 400 

Oynaudio Audience 82 

4,745 

1,800 

3,300 

1,460 

Quick, lively and agile, with fine overall coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroughly impressive allrounder 25, 112,35 A 30 

Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with wide dynamic range and nc boxiness 22, 103,46 A 20 

0 Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential 22, 106,36 • A 30 • 

Dynaudio Contour S 1.4 1,850 

Eclipse TD Lulet 307/316 1,250 

Elac FS 607 X·Jet 5,000 

@ t Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,500 

Sound has fine mid-to-treble coherence and neutrality, though port tuning was ill-suited to our room 19,40,36 

Extraordinary satellite plus sub solution sounds a cut above other sub/sats. Can be expanded to multichannel 12,16,16 

Highly revealing and capable, the mid/tweeter provides impressive detail and depth of soundstage 29, 108,32.5 

New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 

@ Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7,599 Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25, 110,53 

@ Focal·JMlab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus. low coloration and very clean top end 37, 121,53 

Harbeth Super HL5 1,699 Looks old· fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 33,64,31 

A· 28 

act 40 

28 

A 50 

A+ 30 

A· 20 

A 30 

lnpol2 hybrid stereo integrated (45wpc), zero feedback, pure class h. 

For further information on the Pathos lnpol' or other products : 
tel: 01753 652 669 • info@ukd.co.uk • www.ukd.co.uk • www.pathosacoustics.com 

221 

250 

256 

260 

267 

263 

257 

267 

266 

260 

257 

244 

265 

267 

264 

229 

260 

247 

269 

245 

255 

248 

233 
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STEREO SPEAKERS SPECIFICATIONS 

continued IQ 5 � � p 

� fi'I 
0 fi1 � -� al 

<;:: 
3l 

a i"' b � 0 
� 'ii " 

'" � � 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Living Voice Auditorium 

@ Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 

Martinlogan Mosaic 

D Martinlogan Clarity 

@ Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 

Nairn Ariva 

[ill Nairn SL-2 

1,700 

4,000 

1,799 

2,498 

3,500 

1,275 

4,995 

COMMENTS 

Gloriously coherent and dynamic midband, though the top end is restrained and bass was uneven in our room 

Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detail, space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers require extra cabling 

Curious hybrid construction marries many panel speaker-like attributes with moving coil simplicity 

Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 

Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, hi-res ride 

Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter 

Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package 

?l 
_;; � ;.: � " 

22,86,28 A- 30 247 

22,100,27 A+ 35 244 

24,102,30 A- 46 257 

26,135,31 A- 46 245 

24,121,37 A- 35 264 

23,88,31 A 25 259 

28,103,33 A- 20 232 

D I 
Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural pertormer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 

Wondertul five-driver standmount sounds bigger than it looks. Very spacious and informative 

20x90x18 • A I 25 • 267 

[ill Neat Ultimatum MFS 

El PMC FB1+ 

PMC OB1 

[ill PMC IB2 

fill ProAc Response D25 

PSB Platinum M2 

D Rega R9 

[ill Revel F32 

D Ruark Talisman Ill 

2,995 

1,625 

2,450 

6,150 

2,995 

1,600 

2,498 

3,200 

1,499 

Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 

Genuinely deep bass and lovely overall neutrality, though mid could have more tension and bass more punch 

Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 

The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 

Chunky stand-mount with cast alloy cabinet creates exceptionally clean bass and impressive overall neutrality 

This subtle, laid back but very informative pertormer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 

Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 

No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 

22,38,37 A+ 25 241 

20,100,30 • A 20 260 

20,103,33 • A 20 •1 243 

33,74,47 A- 25 237 

22,107,25 • A-n 20 254 

24,39,33 A 25 266 1 
17,103,39 A 20 256 

22,105,39 B 30 265 

22,84,31 A 22 259 

D j Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2,149 Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 

Combines deep, powertul bass with an attractively open midband, but perhaps too much restraint up top 

19,35,32 A 48 246 

A-n 23 257 Spendor S6e 
--+ - 1,495 30,88,19 

Spendor S9e 

[!£] Tannoy Dimension TD8 

fill Tannoy Dimension TD12 

D Totem Forest 

Triangle Naia 

fill Triangle Magellan Concerto 

fill Vivid Audio B1 

@ 
J_ 

Wilson Benesch Curve 

fill Wilson Benesch ACT 

2,895 

4,000 

6,500 

2,390 

1,900 

9,995 

6,590 

5,000 

8,400 

An improvement on the original S9 - very entertaining at high levels with a fabulously open and weighty bass 

This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 

Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality - a tour de force 

Low sensitivity but wondertully open neutrality, at heart a beautifully communicative and musical loudspeaker 

Exciting, vivid and communicative, but also a bit untidy and uneven, the Naia is a whole lot of fun 

Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 

Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 

Much (but not all) of the ACT's pertormance in a much more compact and affordable package 

Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness' Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 

24,101,38 A-Ii 40 • 256 

31,86,30 A- 25 • 240 

42,126,41 • A- 23 • 225 

20,90,27 A 25 • 247 

23,119,32 A- 25 247 

28,149,34 A 35 262 

27,110,38 A- 40 261 

23, 91, 37 A 28 254 

23, 108, 36 A 20 252 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound ® Multichannel speaker systems have a 

front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a 

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) 
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 

subwoofer. For best results, each of these 

speakers bar the sub should be identical. 

The problem is that few surround systems 

are dedicated to music and perform a home 

cinematic role as well, meaning the centre 

speaker has to sit above or below a video 

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide 

and short for this reason. 

This should not be a barrier to great 

surround for music and movies however, as 

many brands make centre channels with a 

very close sound to their L/R designs. 

Music vs movies 
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 

recordings tend to be mastered with 

SET·UP 
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 

with as much care as you would stereo systems, 

but practical issues tend to have a significant 

bearing on surround and centre speaker 

placement Surround channels can be 

floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres 

usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 

it Given these limitations, adjust your V R front 
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speakers to give the best tonal match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you listening, 

'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 

front of the listening position -this gives a 

wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 

it should be placed near the front speakers. Use 

a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 

among others) to accurately set levels. 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 

position which is as far behind the listener 

as the front channels are in front. 5.1 movie 

soundtracks tend to place surround 

channels not so far behind and to the side 

of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 

will dictate a limited range of placement 

options, but if you are a dedicated music 

fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 

the booklet supplied with SACD discs. 

SUBWOOFERS 
Subs start working where stereo speakers 

run out of steam at low frequencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 

bass rather than more of it. They usually 

have onboard amplification (active) and 

connect to either the LFE (low Frequency 

Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up. 



B&W Linn 
600 S3 package £900 Concept 3 £4,877 

It might not Look as flashy as some, but:Jhe 

quality of engineering in this ATC package 

ensures superb all-round performance. 

Akurate package £13,750 
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 

centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 

multichannel surround modes. 

Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an n-SUB l make a highly engaging and (for Nairn) 

discreet multichannel package. 

Linn has worked wonders with its new 

multichannel speaker system - it's not 

cheap, but its performance is breathtaking. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDIT�R�CHOICE 

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES 
Multichannel speakers 

,. --� �E? I PRODUCT £ COMMENTS - - -
D ATC Concept 3 r 4,877 I Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment 

B&W 300 package 900 I An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) 

A-

A 

A BJ r B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) i 900 Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures 

Castle CAV Sterling 1,250 l Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard A 

Dynaudio Audience 42 package 1, 142 Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound A-

Final Sound Electrostatic system 4,875 Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency 

Focal·JMlab Electra package 3,017 Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer 

!:ill Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221) 13, 750 An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio 
- -+---

Mirage Omni 2 2,650 Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice 

Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans 

A-

A 

A-

A 

A D Esion m5 package 1,450 

Mordaunt-Short Genie 800 A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models A-

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600 Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected A 

SPECIFICATIONS 

6 27 • 241 

5 22 • 224 

5 28 • I 224 

53 • -l 241 

6 20 • 251 

5 50 • I 232 

6 18 • L 253 

5 30 • 232 

6 28 • 241 l 
6 38 • 262 

5 25 . � 
D Nairn n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 3,385 Priced here as a 5.1 package, Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble A 6 20 • 268 

Tannoy Arena 1,200 Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually revealing for the bree�ut sub lacks refine� A 6 , 29 , [269 
�-��-��-� 

11 J llfi H'I EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus. 

NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers wor1< best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 

Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDITORS CHOICE 

SUBWOOFERS 
Bass speakers BADG$.DUCT 

B&WPV1 

[ill B&W ASW850 

D 

D 

[ill 

I Monitor Audio ASW1 00 

j�L Stampede 

REL Strata 5 

REL Storm Ill 

REL Storm 5 

REL Stadium Ill 

Titan Saturn 

950 

2,000 

300 

550 

700 

900 

1,000 

1,500 

800 

COMMENTS 
Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV 

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 

Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 

It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 

liJl'fi:U I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER {W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers. 

BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

HQ#Hi#!R·ii!1pfi 
I 

"' � I� 
"" 
;; 25 :ll 
"' � 0 � "' 
� � a Sl 

29,34,35 500 20 259 

53,56,52 1000 18 ! 246 

32,32,34 120 27 225 

28,40,29 100 18 257 

32,46,33 150 18 257 

42,62,33 150 18 225 

34,52,37 200 15 267 
f-

59,56,39 2001 16 217 

72,48,72 200 20 239 

summer 2005 I HI-FI CHOICE 105 



High End Cable 

Stereovox SEI 60011 Reference interconnects Stereovox HDXV Digital interconnect 

Chord Signature Digital 

Chord Signature interconnects Chord Signature speaker cables 

Nordost BRAHMA power cord STAX carspcakers 

Chord I Acoustic Zen I Stereovox I Nordost UK I van den Hui I ISOL-8 Black 

Rhodium DCT I Ayre I STAX I Ortol'on I Turbosound I Second hand 

Free delivery worldwide on all interconnects. 
For many more money saving offers and information please visit 

www.highendcable.co.uk 
or call Dave on 01775 761880 

KRYSTAL 

KABLES 
PURE SOUND , , , 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE NOW TO 
SEE THE FULL 'RODUCT RANGE 

This is what H i-Fi World said about the 
Titan cord in the July 2005 issue: 

"They have a tidy, open, detailed and 
crisp sound . . .... Bass is tight and 

articulate, midband smooth and even 
and treble is detailed and insightful. 
An excellent, affordable, real-world 

product" 

TITAN power cord 1 m £66.00 

WWW. KRYSTAL-KABLES. COM 

Tel: 01579 349295 

Xtt-eme AV 

Quick.silver 

the ultimate contact treatment 

"applied to all accessible contact points 

the effect was immediate and dramatic" 

exclusive UK representation 

hi-fi in black and white - music in full colour 

PREMIUM QUALITY AUDIO, VIDEO & PC ACCESSORIES DIRECT 

,�,. 

lmpacks 
%·'.¥� .· 

Unit 6, Meti-o,.11nCJ u s,trial. Centre, 
St. Johns Road. lsleW.orth; Middx. TW7 6NJ. 

email: info@lektropacks.com 
f 



HEADPHONES 
For your ears only 

® Headphones come in several varieties and 

some are designed for particular usage. The 

majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and 

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 

from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. 

Other types also exist, most significantly 

electrostatics that use a charged panel membrane 

to produce a distinctly refined sound. These are 

supplied with their own dedicated amplifiers, which 

tends to increase the price. 

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 

closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or 

noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 

leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have 

a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are also 

three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose 

the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on 

Our favourite o BESTBIJY IT£J EDITORS CHOICE 

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are 

particularly popular with personal stereo users. 

Getting the best from your cans 
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as 

straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging 

them into the output on your CD player or amp will 

not give particularly engaging results unless you are 

very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening, 

invest in a dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics 

is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of models are 

made and prices start at around EBO for a QED, a 

little more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 

Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up the 

valve-powered Earmax. 

HEADPHONES SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D AKG K44 20 

El AKG K270 Studio 129 

IT£I AKG K1000 600 

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 105 

B Beyerdynamic D T990 160 

B Grado SR-60 90 

B Grado SR-80 110 

B Philips HP890 70 

Sennheiser HD595 150 

@ Sennheiser HD650 300 

@ Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys II 349 

llil Stax SR-001 Mk II 239 

COMMENTS 

Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal 

Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 

Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise 

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable 

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 

Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity 

; � � 
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Jill ifl :i 41 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around 11. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos. computers etc 
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ULTIMATE lsc�5rek® 
Power Conditioners 

2002 Hi-Fi News 
Gategory Winner 
1SOTe1<Sib51rnJOr'1 

2003 Whal Hi-Fi? 2003 Hi-Fi Choice 
Editors ChOICe 
<SOT(ll<Mr>Sub 

2003 What Hi-Fi? 
�a1���nne< 

www.isoteksystems.com 

need we say more ? 

2003 Hi-Fi Choice 
Categol)· Winner 
lsotel<.M.o<Sub 

2003 Hi-Fi News 
c�i:?::z�nner 

2004 What Hi-Fi? 2004 Hi-Fi Choice 2004 What Hi-Fi? 
Category Winner Category Winner 

)T<)k(;lll,l,r Sutl IOT(lkGllVi '" 

2004 Hi-Fi Plus 2004 What Hi-Fi? 
2a�

1
o{;

K>f 
��;1ni;;
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HDMI 

LJaft; dffi Hul 
a sound connection ! 

SOURCE 

Distributed in the UK by: 

Henley Designs, 01235 511166 
www.henleydesigns.co.uk 
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CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together ® Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 

interconnects and speaker cables. 

Analogue interconnects come in 

preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 

plugs attached, though some equipment uses 

XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 

can be sonically advantageous, especially over 

longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 

the metre and can be used without plugs or can 

be fitted with screw or solder-on types. 

Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 

components interact with the cables you use and 

this often results in audible effects, but there are 

few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 

with any components, and we recommend the 

advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 

look to spend as much as you can afford. 

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 

and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 

sound better than optical, given the choice, but 

optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 

(lOm+ ). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 

Toslink connectors, while most electrical types 

use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 

connection instead - check your components 

before you buy. 

Our favourite E:J BESTBlN @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

CABLES 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS 

Black Rhodium Illusion 77 An upfront, lively, exciting cable which still manages subtlety when needed. Slight coloration though 

@ Black Rhodium Opera 297 Very open, clear and detailed sound, with excellent extension at frequency extremes 

Chord Company Signature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable 

� Chord Company Chorus 200 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass -
[ID Ecosse The Composer 30 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic pnce (0.8m) 

Ecosse The Diva 100 Very good performance in all areas, with particularly fine, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 

Kimber Silver Streak 242 Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues 

� Kimber Timbre 83 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed 

00 Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 Really lively and enjoyable sound at a sensible price 

00 Townshend DCT100 100 Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional hint of hardness 

[!£! Townshend lsolda OCT 300 Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire 

� van den Hui The Bay C5 45 Terrific detail, nice balance - a great cable 

� van den Hui The Well 85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine performance 

00 van den Hui 0102 Mk Ill 79 Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail 

[ID 1 Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cable with alll-round appeal - treble is slightly 'dark' but bass 1s excellent and the overall balance very good indeed 

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS 

@ Kimber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but rewarding litt in musicality with any DAC, justifying the price 

00 I 
OED O�nex P75 25 A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced ---

@ +-9ED Ounex Signature 75 80 First-rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price 

00 OED Ounex SR75 50 Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 

00 Supra ZAC 32 High grade fibre and quality plugs add up to a noticeable improvement over giveaway optical leads 

� van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 

SPEAKER CABLES PRICE PER METRE 

Black Rhodium S300 18 Tight, precise and extended bass makes this a great cable for rock 'n' roll 

Chord Company Signature 117 Dynamic, solid sounding cable, but it's bulky and not very tractable 

Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 

@ Electrofluidics 20/20 45 Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere - one of the best all-round cables available 

� �Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board 

Kimber 8PR 21 Bass very full, just occasionally a touch flabby, but detailed and sweet upper frequencies make this a good value cable 

� Kimber 8TC 39 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 

� OED Silver Anniversary 5 A few minor flaws, but overall performance is very assured for this price 

� OED X-Tube XT300 
l--

10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 

@ Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 

Wyrewizard Spellbinder 5.50 Sold oft the reel, this entry-level cable is a surprisingly purist performer, lean yet powerful, with good detail resolution. 

� r Wireworld Terra 5 5 Deep powerful bass, clear treble and very solid imaging add up to above-class performance 

[ID Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight 

u;;;J Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 
' 

Full-bcdied and precise sound across the board - an excellent performer in bi-wire or single-wire mode 

Ii"! H :U I STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct lhe signal. 

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical. 

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� 8 � 
� 6 8 z 
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• • 248 

• • 260 

• • 255 

• 259 

• • 211 

• • 224 

• • 241 

• • 248 

• • 224 

• • 241 

• • 234 

• • 224 

• • 241 

• • 234 

• • 259 

• • 260 

• 207 

• 265 

• • E 234 

0 259 

0 234 

• • 241 

• • 255 

• • 227 

• • 241 

• • 227 

• • 241 

• • 203 

• • 192 

• • 234 

• • 241 

• • 267 

• • 261 

• • 248 

• • 262 
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Do 1,1ou want to choose 1,1our hifi or home cinema s1,1stem, in a comfortable 
and relaxing environment . . .  ? 
Do 1,1ou want: friendl1,1 and impartial advice ( and a cup of tea) . . .  ? 
Do 1,1ou want to but,1 1,1our s1,1stem based on what 1,1ou hear, and see, and not 
what somebodt,1 tells 1,1ou . . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD ••• ? 
....... or Addlestone, Aldershot. Ashford(Middx), Ashstead. Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bookham, 

Bramley, Camberley, Chertsey, Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham.Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Dorking, Epsom, 
Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Hampton, Haslemere, Hook, 
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead. Liss. Molesey (East&West), New Malden, Odiham. Petersfield, 
Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames. West Byfleet. 
Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yatelev . 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major hifi brands: 
Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMJ). Ash Design, Atacama, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&W, Chord Company, 
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Exposure, Genelec, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Harman Hardon, Infinity, lso Tek, 
KEF (including Reference), Linn Products(including Knekt), MJ Acoustics, Meridian, Michell, Mirage, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project, Pure, QED(includ­
ing Systemline), Quad, Quadraspire, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, 
Tag Mclaren, Wharfedale. Yamaha. 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major Home Cinema products: 
DVD players: Arcam & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Hamian Kardon, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 
Processors: Arcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian. Rotel, Tag Mclaren. 
Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus. Denon, Harman Hardon, Lexicon, Naim, Rote!. Tag Mclaren, 
Yamaha. 

Display devices: Plasma screens from Loewe, Panasonic, Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: Loewe. 
Projectors: Barco(CRT/DLP), Sim (DLP), Yamaha(DLP/LCD) Screens: Stewart/DraperNutec . 
Video Processing: Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, Lumagen, Tag. Control systems: Crestron, Lutron lighting. 
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibration. 

Nobody else in the area offers you a "One Stop Solution" to all of your home entertainment 
requirements, as we are also Custom Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we can 
survey, design. install, commission, and maintain full Sound and Audio-Visual distribution, and automat­
ed lighting around your home. 
Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else. 
We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install. 
We are a Mountainsnow dealer. and members of BADA, so you can trust us to look after your every need. 

Guildlord's only REllL Hili and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4RV (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801and01483 304756 

www.pjhili.co.uh email:inlo@pjhili.co.uh. 
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipment racks and speaker stands 

If you want to get the most from your source and amp components, 

it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated 

equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold 

hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound 

because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne 

vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a 

pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'stand mount' speakers, it's important to place 

them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands. 

Our favourite o BESTBIJ\' !ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

�QUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Equipment supports 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Aavik Furniture A4 

Alphason A5-G 

Atacama Equinox 

D Audiophile Base 

Avid lsoschelf 

D Clear1ight Audio Aspekt 

Custom Design Aspect 650 

@ Custom Design Icon 400 

D Custom Design Concept 400 

@ Nairn Fraim 

lsoblue 'The Stand' 

Quadraspire 04 Reference 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 

350 

399 

280 

615 

1,100 

600 

270 

599 

700 

1,825 

460 

480 

988 

COMMENTS 
Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 

Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 

Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 

Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade 

An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 

Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value 

Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 

Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 

Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 

Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 

Attractive modular design that's as easy on the ear as on the eye 

� i � 0 1£ 
I � � 1£ !;; 

§ "' � � .;;; 8 

80.5 47 4 MDF 

80 66,46 5 Glass 

81 50,50 4 Glass 

82 43 4 MDF 

87.5 48 5 MDF 

75 53.5,45 4 MDF 

66 46 • 4 Glass 

75 57, 41 5 Glass 

74 48,40 4 Metal 

96 45,34 5 Glass 

47 48,40 4 MDF 

51.5 49,39.5 MDF 

68 54,49 4 Torlyte 

@] Sound Organisation 2560 195 

Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 

Attractive modular system made of very light Tor1yte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 

Excellent value rack. five shelves tool Well balanced and under 200 quidl 92 50,40 5 1 Glass 

@ TOMlSt'ml Seismc Stard 2/5 1 , 1 00 Multi-shelf air-suspension support which isolates like few others. Recommended 92 58, 45 5 

Our favourite o BESTBIJ\' [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

SPEAKER STANDS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� 
� 
� 

Speaker stands i ii\ I � 

� � § BADGE? PRODUCT 
D Atacama Nexus 6 60 

Custom Design RS 300 Mkll 100 

hne Cableway 395 

D Kudos S50 159 

Partington Ansa 60 90 

0 Partington Dreadnought 100 

Sound Organisation 2522 95 

Townshend Seismic Sink 499 

COMMENTS 
An excellent all-round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 

A solid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 

Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 

Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 

Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 

Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 

60,50 

61,56,51 

63 

61 

62 

61 

60 

14.5,18 

16.5,18 

17,20 

15, 20 

18,15 

17,15 

t6 • 
38,48 

fi>lllWdl:il'111JQH;ifi'1 Uli!it:lu HEIGHTOf complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single figures indicate a square plattorm. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of. 

(1'1 l:ll ;f'I I !Mi'l 1 jif'J :I\ I HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plattorm. Single figures indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates. 

FILLABLEThe stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. �� /?� SAVE UP TO 50% ON EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS 

�t � r if!'{!!!, SOME AS NEW (MARKED') WITH 2 YR WARRANTY 24HR DEL ONLY £5 CHECK STOCK BEFORE ORDER 

------ ------ CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321- 248LeeH1ghRoad,London.SE135PL 

S 0 U N D • S Y S T E M S Credit options are available for purchases exceeding £660, please call for details S/H = Pre-Owned unit E&OE 

Arcarn DV88+ DVD Player S/H (1Yr G/tee) ..... (999.00) 

Arcarn DV89* DVD-A Player New (2Yr G,ltee) .(1299.00) 

Arcarn AVR 200 AV Receiver (2Yr G/tee) . .(799.00) 

Arcarn ASS Amplifier S/H - Black (1Yr G/tee) . .(849.00) 

Arcarn DT81 DAB Digital Tuner (2 Yr G/tee) . . .. (649.00) 

Arcarn FMJ CD33 CD Player (2Yr G/tee) ........ (1349.00) 

Arcarn FMJ AV8 Preamplifier THX Ultra (2Yr G/tee) .(3149.00) 

Arcarn FMJ P7 7 Channel Amplifier (2Yr G/tee) ... (2599.00) 

AVI S21 Lab Series CD Player (2Yr G/tee) .... (14 00.00) 

B&W Nautilus Signature 805 - Tigers Eye (2Yr1Gtee) .(25 00.00) 

Denon AVR 2803 AV Amplifier (lYr G/tee) ....... (649.00) 

Linn Genki CD Player - Black (2Yr G/tee) ....... (1100.00) 

Linn Klirnax Kontrol Preampltfier (2Yr G/tee) ..... (6000.00) 

Linn 5125 Power Amplifier (2Yr G/tee) ......... (1800.00) 

Linn 2250 Power Amplifier (2Yr G/tee) ......... (199 5.00) 

£349.00 

£589.00 

£399.00 

£349.00 

£349.00 

£945.00 

£2090.00 

£1695.00 

£989.00 

£1395.00 

£359.00 

£859.00 

£3195.00 

£1095.00 

£1195.00 

Linn Trikan Centre Spkr - maple (2Yr G/tee) ...... (5 49.00) 

Linn Keltik Spkrs - Wal inc Aktive Cards (2Yr G/tee) (6000.00) 

Nairn NAC102 Preamplifier S/H (1Yr G/tee) ...... (1175.00) 

Nairn NAC 252 Preamplifier S/H (1 Yr G/tee) ..... (4 100.00) 

Nairn COX CD Player S/H (lYr G/tee) .......... (24 70.00) 

Nairn NAP 180 Power Amplifier S/H (lYr G/tee) ... (1200.00) 

Nairn NAP 250 Power Amplifier S/H (lYr G/tee) ... (19 10.00) 

Nairn XPS Power Supply - New casework .... (2100.00) 

Nairn NBL Speakers - Beech (2Yr G,ltee) .. (7700.00) 

ProAc Studio 125 Speakers Maple (2Yr G/tee) .... (999.00) 

Sugden Arnprnaster Bijou Preamp (lYr G/tee) .... (689.00) 

Sugden CD21 CD Player (lYr G/tee) ........... (1049.00) 

Sugden A21a Integrated Amplifier (lYr G/tee) .. (9 49.00) 

Sugden A21p Power Amplifier (lYr G/tee) .(823.00) 

Vibe Zeta SubWoofer (2Yr G/tee) .............. (600.001 

£269.00 

£1595.00 

£699.00 

£2890.00 

£1395.00 

£695.00 

£895.00 

£1475.00 

£3595.00 

£699.00 

£485.00 

£759.00 

£675.00 

£575.00 

£399.00 

MDF 

,.. 
c 

iii 
'B 
'" 

gj 
3 

2 

4 

5 

� 
i 

193 

247 

217 

193 

193 

217 

206 

263 

247 

232 

247 

217 

240 

217 

240 

� 
,.. 
� 
ill 
202 

202 

220 

220 

232 

220 

220 

202 

summer 2005 I HI-FI CHOICE 111 



ACOUSTIC SOLID small Royal 

Turntable hand polished aluminium finish with 
60cm aluminium platter,topped with a 6mm 
acrylic platter and leather mat. Features a near 
zero tolerance bearing. Nylon thread belt -
weight 25kg, shown withType Two stand. 
Available in a mat finish. One of a range of 
turntables made by Acoustic Solid - Germany. 

Bosendorfer Loudspeakers, by the 

company who make, arguably the best pianos in 

the world. certainly the oldest piano maker - 1828 v HiFi Choice April 2005 

Hifi News and Record Review May 2005 .. The 

sound is extrordinary in its overall balance. The VC7's are capa­
ble of exceptionally fine detail and dimensionality. In terms of 
the sensible compromises, the sheer musicality and sense of 
being there, the VC7 is masterpiece. The Bosendorfer VC7 is 
for me a dream come true 

Best Loudspeaker 2004 - Wallpaper Magazine 

Le Festival Son et Image de Montreal 2004 .. . . .  It was 

also perfectly obvious that the Bosendorfer loudspeakers had 
the finest reproduction of piano music that I have ever heard. 
Seeing the quality of the piano in the same room as the loud­
speakers, I was impressed, but not surprised. They obviously 
knew what they were doing when they built these beauties ..... . 

AUDUSA EUPEN 
The world's only true Ferrite 
technology cables - a high 
quality ferrite is extruded over 
the conductor strands. Power 
Cords - GNLM 5/2.5 (CSA 2.5) 
and GNLM 05/04. From £48 for 

I 1 a 1 m cord termi­

nated with an IEC 

and MK tough 
plug. Also avail­
able are the CMS 
Analog, Dlgital 
and Video Inter­
connects with 
RCA, XLR or 

BNC connectors 

LAT INTERNATIONAL - USA 

Power, Analogue, Tonearm, Digital, 

Video interconnects and single and 

biwire speaker cable. 

Silverfused wire technology. 

NEW FOR 2005 

IC 300 Analog and 01-30 Digital 

Interconnects, AC-2 MKll Power 

cord, SS800 and 551000 MKll 

Speaker cables. 

IC-200 MKll Interconnect 

even better than before, 

available with Jack, XLR, 

Phono, Din connectors 
and as a tonearm lead 

Power cord 
compare with 

products costing 
ten times as 
much, then 

decide 

I 
&. 

AUDUSA OOM products include 

ceramic speaker cable isolators from the USA, 
MK Tough plugs, IEC's, & Wattgate 320L IEC 
with silver plated contacts. Locking banana 
and RCA connectors with silver plated pins. 

LAT International Maintenance 

products - Contact Cleaner, Record Cleaning 
solution, CD/DVD disk cleaning solution 
Enhancement products - Vibra Killers, 
C Diamond, Once & Done and Green Line 

WWW.AUDUSA.COM 

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com 



GLOSSARY 
TECHNICAL TERMS 

S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels. typically front left and right. 

centre, surround left and right, and LFE 

(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - 'low bass' refers to the 

bottom octave (20-40Hz). 'mid-bass' the 

middle octave (40-80Hz) and 'upper 

bass' the top octave (80-160Hz). 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp). 

Loudspeakers equipped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate (matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver. 

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 

loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each drive unit can be 

driven by separate cable runs between 

the amp and each driver. 

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised. 

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

amplifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion, while Class B 

tends to generate less heat. 

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a wan 

and Class B thereafter. 

CLIPPING An amplifier's output 

waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

available to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point. 

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 

used to generate a timing reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc. 

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 

network which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power amplifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 

various drive units. 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in the 

217.5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming. 

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Convener 

The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform. 

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels. eg 7 .1 EX 

where side and rear channels are used. 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC. DPL Forerunner 

to OD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix. 

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 

format used for IACD offers a frequency 

response of over lOOkHz and a dynamic 

range over 120dB. It has over four times 

the data capacity of CD. 

DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it 

separates the left from right and front 

from rear, while managing the various 

bass options. 

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4: t 

compression ratio that, ostensibly, 

promises higher quality. 

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to t 92kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit cfynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connection that uses an electrical cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

('AEl/EBU') intertace. 

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probab� have rather more to 

do with the 'personality' of CD player 

sound than most other fadors. 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce. 

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

driving it. 

JITIER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by imprecision in the 

clock, used to regulate the conversion of 

data into analogue audio. 

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amounL the 

bener the quality. 

LINE LEVEL Practically 1'1ery modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

t-2V, referred to as 'line level' It follows 

that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable. 

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

(density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal. 

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a complex 

psycho-acoustical model that predicts 

what is, and what is not, 'audible' within a 

sequence of music. 

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive. covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

160Hz up to JkHz. 

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc. 

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current. a source 

with low output impedance (below 100 

ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 

most amplifiers, even with long 

interconnect cables. 

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 

is limited by the oversample and bit rates 

used - CD is 44.1 kHzl16-bit while 

DVD-A is capable of 192kHzl24-bit. 

PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet. 

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code. 

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 

t 999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 

on DID coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives. 

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is sliced up into 

discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44.1 kHz or 

once every 0.023msec. DVD will also 

support 48kHz and 96kHz. 

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input. Expressed in decibels per watt (dBi 

W), measured 1 m from the speaker. 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes amplifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Select 

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optKal fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer applications. 

TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

solid state amplifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies. the top end of 

the audio band, ie above 3kHz 

TWEETER Treble driver. 

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 

can have more than two drive units. 

WATIS (per channel) The wan is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amplifier output. 

WOOFER Bass driver. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 

sonic character. 

AMBIENCE The impression of an 

acoustical space, such as the 

performing hall in which a recording 

was made. 

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them. 

ATIACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ability of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in music. 

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel balance, the 

relative level of the left and right stereo 

channels. 

BODY Fullness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin. 

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audib!e cabinet resonances. 

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper midrangeflower treble. 

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright. 

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 

follows the attack. 

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is fundamental to high 

fidelity sound. 

DEPTH (of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabiting a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original recording. 

DETAIL The most delicate elements of 

the original sound and those which are 

the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment. 

DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 

which usually comes across as 

fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment. 

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both large and small. 

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 

distortion that generally enhances 

perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps. 

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap'. 

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image projection. 

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 

aggressive sound, a sense of the image 

being projected in front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

listener. 

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound 

which lacks finesse. 

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass. 

GRUNT See grip. 

HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 

aggressive sound with a metallic 

tinge. 

HARSH Grating, abrasive. 

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or instrument is in a particular 

place in the room. 

JUICY Sound that has joie de v1vre, 

energy and life. 

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

sounds in a recording. 

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

the sound. 

NATURALNESS Realism. 

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

transparency. 

OPEN Sound which has height and 

'air' , relates to clean upper midrange 

and treble. 

PACE Often associated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of timing and beat. 

PRESENCE A sense of an 

instrument or voice occupying a 

place in the listening room. 

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

midrange. 

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear. 

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'I' 

sound, often heard on radio. 

SNAP A system with good speed 

and transient response can deliver 

the immediacy or 'snap' of live 

instruments. 

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace gives the impression of being 

right on the money in its timing. 

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

sound. 

THICK A lack of articulation and 

clarity in the bass. 

THIN Bass light. 

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

instrument. 

TIMING A sense of precision in 

tempo. See speed and pace. 

TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 

percussive sound. Good transient 

response makes the sound as a 

whole more live and realistic. 

TRANSPARENC�TRANSPARENT 

A hear-through quality that is akin to 

clarity and reveals all aspects of 

detail. 

TWEAK To tune a system or 

component in an attempt to get the 

best performance from it. 

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

this process. 

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited 

transparency. 

WARM A fullness in the lower 

midrange/upper bass. 

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underpinning produced by deep, 

controlled bass. 
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ACCESSORIES SHOP 

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice accessories shop 
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, 

order on line, drop us an email or fill out the order form below and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simplerl 

Fine-tuning your system is essential to 

achieve optimum performance. Tying 

in with this issue's very special free 

CD, we have been able to offer the full 

versions of the discs featured at a very 

special price. Order both the lsoTek 

Full System Enhancer and Musaeus 

USHER discs at a 30% discount 

compared to the recommended retail 

price. This is a very limited one-time 

only offer, so please do not delay! 

For our full selection of quality 

audio accessories, visit our dedicated 

website: www.choicebits.co.uk. 

SHOWCASE 

FSE and USHER 

CD offer 

Two ultimate audio 
discs, essential for all 
hi-fi or AV Systems 

Key Features 

• High quality burn-in, 

demagnetisation and 
system rejuvenation 

disc 

• Become a better 

listener with this 
essential musical tool 

lsoTek Full System Enhancer & 
Musaeus USHER discs 
The lsoTek Full System Enhancer Disc 

will not only burn-in an entire audio or 

AV system but also fully demagnetise 

it at the same time. This has huge 

benefits for overall performance. There 

are three tracks in total: two tracks 

dedicated to one-time burning-in, while 

the third is a refresher track, designed to 

be used once a month. 

Hearing is like any other human 

ability - it can be improved with practice. 

The USHER disc contains specially 

prepared tracks to help the audiophile 

improve his or her ability to both hear 

and define musical detail. 

Buy both these essential audio discs for a 

30% saving. Limited offer - don't delay! 

FSE and USHER: Only £21.00 

m 0870 240 7228 :]* www.choicebits.co.uk 

ANALOGUE ACCESSORIES 

Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP rn.95 0 
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £24.95 0 
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £69.95 0 
Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £21.95 0 
Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 0 
Clearaudio Quadra Record Clamp £69.95 0 
Clearlight Audio (RDC) Record Puck £54.95 0 
KAB Strobe Disc & light £79.95 0 
Michell Engineering Record Clamp £22.95 0 
Michell Universal Oust Cover £44 95 0 
Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.95 0 
Pebbles 'The Weight' Rega Modification £67.95 0 
Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5.95 0 
Pro-Ject Bubble Level £14.95 0 
Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £7.50 0 
Ringmat Developments The Ringmat £49.95 0 
Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.95 0 
Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.95 0 
'The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.95 0 

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 

Allsop DVD Optimiser/laser Lens Cleaner £19.95 0 
AudioPrism CD Blackllght"' £39.95 0 
AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £34.95 0 
A·Z CD Clips £795 0 
Bedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll £69.95 0 
Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 0 
Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade £14.95 0 
Oensen OeMagic CD £11.95 0 
Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc £19.95 0 
Furutech R0-2 Disc Demagnetizer £219.95 0 
lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc £19.95 0 
Marigo Orpheus CD Crossbow Mat £79.95 0 
Opus3 Showcase (HDCD) £14.95 0 
Richard Black's USHER CD £14.95 0 
lsoTek System Enhancer, DeMag & Burn-In CD £14.95 0 
Order both the above discs for only £21.00 0 
Ring mat The Statmat Mkll £19.95 0 
Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) £17.95 0 
Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £24.95 0 
XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.95 0 

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS 

Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £14.95 

Allsop CD & DVD fast Wipes £4.95 

Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 

Allsop Radial CD Cleaner £10.95 

Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £13.95 

DeoxlT Contact Cleaner {200ml) £13.95 

Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £14.9S 

Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 

Knosti Disco Antistat Manual Record Cleaner £44.95 

Okki Nokki Vacuum Record Cleaner £225.00 

l'Art du Son Record Cleaner (5Litre) £27.95 

Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 

Last Record Preservative £39.95 

Last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 

Last Sty1ast Stylus Treatment £29.95 

Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £24.95 

Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves {Qty 50) £14.95 

Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 

Onzow Zerodust Stylus Cleaner £29.95 

ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) £13.95 

Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.95 

Walker Audio Super Silver Treatment £59.95 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

ISOLATION RACKS - CONES 

Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf £549.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC I Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) £44.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £19.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC Com bi Base (Qty 4) £49.95 0 
Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £109.95 0 
IXOS 5orbothane feet (Qty 4) £19.95 0 
Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54 95 0 
Spectral foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) £i4.95 0 
Spectral Pol1pods Support Systems (Qty Bi £14.95 0 
Townshend 30 Seismic Isolation Platform £234.9S 0 
Voodoo AIRTEK (430x360mm / 20kg) £234.95 0 

MAINS CONDITIONERS 

lsoTek lsoPlug £29.95 O 
lsoTek Gil Gemini-6-Way (distribution strip) £260.00 O 
lsoTek Gil Mini Sub / Vision £495.00 I £549.00 O 
Nordost THOR by lsoTek £1595.00 O 

Order Form 

Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Cheque/postal order enclosed for E ___ made payable to Choice Bits. 
Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number 

DODO DODO ODDO ODDO OOO Signature ______ _ 

Valid From Expires 

How to order: 
Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and sent 
it to: P.O. Box 5996, NEWBURY, RG20 4XH 

Alternatively, give us a call on: 0870 240 7228 
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk 
Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Issue number {Switch) -------------

UK postage: 
Postage is E2.00 for the first item and El.00 thereafter. 

All Prices include VAT at 17.5%. 
European/ International sales: 
Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage 
quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive. 

This seivice is operated by h1frforsa1e.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hifrforsale. 
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[ Classified ] Dealer Guide 

NORMAN ROAD, ST LEONAADS-ON-SEA, EAST SUSSEX 

Tel: 01424 437165 Fax: 01424 444148 

Award Winning Retailers ... 

r i 
The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists 

�Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000 

� Widest choice in the area � Independent advice 

� Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners 

� Over 35yrs experience � Qualified staff 

� Comfortable dem rooms � Superb showrooms 

� Main road location � Major car parks nearby 

� Insurance estimates � Service Dept. 

� Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 
� Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status 

� Delivery & installation 

� Part Exchange 

�Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat. 

� Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc. 

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ 

Tel: 01904 629659 

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk 

r in high lidelily 1ound reproduction - 1ince 1961 



Dealer Guide [ Classified ] 
SALES AND SERVICES 

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY 

'c::lorntct Revox Spare Parts Pricing Factory Trained Engineers 

Hour Estlm.-tlon procedure Rapid Response Turnaround 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice Full Ravox range serviced 

-...very and Collection Service Written Technical Reports 

C-omprehenstv. Guarantees Late Evening Opening 

� - '1K -.. ··-T1ec:H Noa.a mv C:1:M:1: TED 
Near Lldllngton. Bedfordshire. MK43 OSF 

Facsimile 01525 841009 

0121 321 2445 

and NOW AT 111 The Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham 

BIRMINGHAM 

cinergy 
spec1al1sts m home entertammenr 

� 
HI-FI 

IVILJSI� IVl�--EFIS 

•••• 
Our extensive range of products Lncludes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Dcnon, Dream 
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical F idelity, aim, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rote!, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharf dale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM 817 SOL 

TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX:0121-434 3298 

• 

. 
) 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. licensed Credit Broker. 
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30 

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 
WEST MIDLANDS B92 BJL 

TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248 

www.musicmatters.co.uk 
9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 

WEST MIDLANDS DY8 1AB 

TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 

10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 
WEST MIDLANDS B73 5TD 

TEL: 0121 354 2311FAX:0121 354 1933 

344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HA5 4HR 

TEL: 020 8420 1925 FAX: 020 8420 1928 

www.hifichoice.co.uk 

Sigh-fi 
Rationalise your desires 

Alternative 
AUDIO 

t: 01984 624242 

e: petcr@alternativeaudlo.co.uk 

Brontpton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset 

2 CHANNEL SPECIALIST NAIM SPECIALIST 

www.hifi 
choice.co.uk 



[ Classified ] Dealer Guide 
SUFFOLK 

>Cartridges 

gold ring 

lyra 

ortofon 

sumiko 

>Cables 

chord company 

nordost 

dnm 

>headphones 

grade 

beyer 

stax 

w c h 

3)6551 7 1 
7 3 ) 6 5 5 1 7 2 
sign als. u k.com 

• nals. uk. com 

LONDON 

ORANGES& 
LEMONS 

020 7924 2040 
www.oandlhifi.co.uk 

61 Webbs Road. Battersea S\\ II 6RX 

email: oranges.lemons@\irgin.net 

���P�� 

LEEDS (0113) 20. ,.58 
LEEDS (0113) 253 3091 

ilrioO-.co.1* 
--co.IA< 

WEB WATCH LINCOLNSHIRE 

www.monopulse.co.uk Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind . . .  

ACROSS Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 

32. Does exactly what it says 
- in the tin? 

Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Mitchell, 
Mission, NAO, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, 

Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tanney, Teac, Technics, 
YahanCta and .more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

• We say our synchronised-transienr 
steel-bound speakers give 
startling realism. 

ANDERS 
"----AUOl

-
0. TV
-

. V
-

IOEO........ �r-F1 LTD. 
SATELLITE SALES 

• HI-FI Choice: "delivers a coherance 
and timing that's positively 

electrifying." 
2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 

GRIMSBY TEL: <01472) 351391 

SOUND IMPROVEMENTS 

Is This Your Problem? 

00 
Loud Too Loud 

0 
Way Too Loud 

H'• • common problem. The ueabla range on the 
volume control I• all down at the bottom and and 
fine control at low llatanlng level• I• either difficult 
or lmpoeelbla. The nolH floor may be audible too. 
There le now a elmpla and affective eolutlon - the 
Roth-II In-Lina Attanuetore. Thay can be UHd 

Here's Your 
Answer 

with pre/power or lntagretacl amp• to cure , ......... -M�r� the problems of axcaH gain and bring eonlc 
banaflta even with the most axpanalva aqulpman 

The coat la only £39 per pair delivered. To , 08ll 

01204 366133 or vlalt www.rothwellaudloproducts.co.uk 
Excellent revlew8 In Hf.FI Choice, HI-FI World, HI-FI Plue, Wh8t HI-FI •nd www.tnt-.udlo.com 

\X'e Jre ,l new independent 
deale r sped.1lisi11g in till· he<i 

hi-f1 equipment .1v,1il.1blc 
throughout the world. 

Selecred products hom 
Acou>tic Rese.irch, Audio Note, 

Avamegarde, Chord, Flec­
trofluidics, Hean, lsorek. JM 

I.abs. K E F , Living Voice. Mcr- • 

!in. Mid1dl, Ormfon, PMC, 
ProAc. Proiect, Pure, Quad, 

Rt>g<1. Ringrnat, Rose, 
Shanling, SME. Something 

Solid. J"alk Ekctronics. 
Tannoy .1nd nuny more ... 

sui r every !)ysrc.m. 

Noteworthy A•dio 
36 Buckingham Strtt1, 

Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire 

HP20 2LH 
Tel: 01296 422224 

www.noteworthyaudio.co.uk 

MAIL ORDER 

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
SALE NOW ON! 

Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi 
for 17 years 

Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME, 
Hadcock, Transfiguration, Denon, 

Koetsu, Trichord, EAR, Tom Evans, 
Stax, Harbeth, Epos, Gamut, Graaf, 
Pathos-Acoustics, Unison Research, 

Van den Hui and many more. 

All goods are brand new and fully 
guaranteed. Goods are not supplied on 

approval. Free UK delivery. 
Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 

7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GO, UK. 
Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays 

WEB WATCH 

www.avihifi.com 

Tel: 01453 752656 

Fax: 01453 752777 

www.avihifi.com 

sales@avihifi.co.uk 

AVI International Ltd 

Suites 6 & 7 Lightpill Mm 
Bath Rd Trading Estate 

Stroud, Glourestershire 

GL5 3QF 



O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAYDIS•AUOIO NOTE•AUOID RESEARCH •AUDIO TECHNICA•AVID •BEYER•CABLETALK•CHORO •CREEK• 

DIAPASON •OYNAVECTOR• EPOS• GOLDAING •JADIS • JEKUN• MICHELL• MOON •NAO• NAIM •ONKYO •OPERA• 

OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM•QED•REGA•RESON•SENNHEISER•SME•SONNfTEER•SONUS FABER•SUGOEN•TEAC • 

THORENS•TRANSPARENT CABLES•UNISONRESEARCH•ORIGINLIVE•TRIANGLE•WATERFALL•WILSON 

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment • Details on Request 

Audio Analogue Bellini Pre (s/h) 
Audio Analogue Maestro CD (new) 
Audio Analogue Puccini SE {new) 
Audio Analogue Puccini (ex-demo) black 
Audio Anatogue Donizetti Stereo power (slh) 
Creek ASOiR (new) 
Gryphon Pre m/c phono + PSU's (s/h) 
Martin Logan Aeon (s/h) perfect 
Monrio Asty amp (ex-demo) black 

�Xgn
L�i

0
�J

1
5�'bicie;��essor (new) 

NAO T532 CO/DVD (new) 

��:�r:e���5f1�ew) 
Sonus Faber �oncertino (new) 
Sugden Masterclass CD (new) 

����:� �i��re�J1�':s���fi�ier (new) 
Theta Data 11 CD (new mech) 

) ,jii 

Was Now 
£625 £395 
£1150 £945 
£:895 £599 
£495 £399 
£595 £375 
£594 £449 
£1475 f.799 
£3150 £1500 
£450 £229 
£1550 £995 
£700 £550 
£349 £149 

£499 
£599 
£2700 
£2647 
£3150 
£1500 

£225 
£349 
£425 

£2200 
£2149 
£2250 

£600 

AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL 
Oo/o Instant Finance Available - Written details on request 

Demonstration room• Free car parking• Major Credit Cards 
Personal Export• Mail Order• Installation Service• Repair facilities 

5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo • 
5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 8282 exit)• 25 mins M25 June 10 

60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com 

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday 

1 x audiophile cd player. 
1 x dab digital radio. 

1 x fm tuner with rds. 
1 x amplifier, 2 x 75 watts per channel. 

1 x smart remote control. 
3 x rear inputs for tv. etc. 

1 x front iPod port. 
1 x £1000 inc. v.a.t. 

10 great reasons to buy 
the perfect solution. 

now available with the new 
Arcam alto speakers from .. 

ARC AM 

�SOUND GALLERY 
01494 531682 

65 Castle Street, High Wycombe Bucks HP13 6RN 
email: home@soundgallery.co.uk 

www.soundgallery.co.uk 

Dealer Guide [Classified] 
LONDON 

Front End Problems? 
contact: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
Also agents for Croft. Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects. 

Valve equipment re-build service available. 

- Plus cartridge re-tipping service 

020 8688 6565 
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com 

Hl·FICHOICE or email stuart.harrls@futurenet.co.uk 
or bevan.walsh@futurenet.co.uk 

"We have been more than pleased with the advertising that 

we have done recently with your magazine and have had very 
positive returns from buyers (and sellers, as it happens ... we 
were recently contacted by a seller offering us a large amount 

of stock at a very good price . .. the seller found us in 
HI-FI CHOICE). The advertising works and we enjoy dealing 

with you. As always, It is a pleasure to communicate with 
you ... many thanks for your genuinely friendly attitude, help, 

consideration and very professional courtesy." 

Very Best Wlshes _____ Jan and Mark, The Missing Link" 

DEVON 

Services: 

I 
Free Advice in a relaxed & 
friendly atmosphere 
0% Finance Available 
2 Demonstration Rooms 
Childs Play Area 
Out of Hours Appointments 
Home Demonstrations 
Mon - Sat : 9arn - Spm 

Stockists of: 
Analysis Plus.Audia.Audion, 
Audio Physic.Avid.Ayre, 
Bel Canto, Chapter Audio, 
Chord, Dali, Exposure. Inca 
Design, Lexicon, Monitor 
Audio, Mcintosh, Moon, 
Musical Fidelity, Primare, 
Roksan, Ruark, Stax,Tannoy, 
Prescige,T hiel,T ivoli,Totem 
Acousdcs.Van Den Hui, 
Velodyn & many more. 

r. 

.//u/i1 dr1.Jli .)� 
� ,;.,  �_,_/� !?� 

.ef �r/«..�� "? .,,,,,._,,.c 
I 

...., .... . ......... 111\iH 
Advantage, AEON, Atacama, Audlca, 

Audlon, Audiophile Base, AVI, BAT, 
Boulder, Cairn, Clearaudlo, Cymbol, 
JMtab, Gamut, Goldrlng, Gradient, 

Grado, Graham Slee, Graves Audio, 

Linn Classik, LOEWE, Lumley, 

Merlin Cables, Music Tools, 

Nottingham Analogue, Optimum, Pure, 

Quadrasplre, Revolver, Slerllng Broadcast 
Stello, 

Vincent. 

All products are setup and 
available for 

Immediate demonstraton. 
Complete systems from 

£349 to £160,000 

Qptnifte Moutt 

Monday 10-17.30 

Tuesday 10 -17.30 

Wednesday 10-17.30 

Thursday 10·17.30 

Friday 10-17.30 

Saturday 10-17.30 

Sunday 11 - 1 6.00 

� 
� 
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DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

BATH/ BRISTOL 

TitE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give your 

ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 

any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 

a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 

around. It's our job to do the assessing, you 1udge 

the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 

plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 

purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save money 

and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. CD: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced 

Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, 

Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 

(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, 

CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 

Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio 

Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 

NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, 

Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 

Hovland, Nordost, SonicLink, Siltech, Yamamura 

Churchill. Mains: Accuphase. 

BLACKBURN 

ROMERS HIFI, ll Lomax Street, 

Great Harwood, Nr Blackburn, Lanes. BB6 7DJ. 

01254 BB0220 Mon-Sat 9-5. 

The Northwest's premier HiFi and Home 

Cinema dealer - full demonstration facilities, 

featuring the following brands: 

Electronics: Arcam, Cyrus, Denon, Exposure, 

Quad, Lexicon, NAD., Pioneer, Roksan, Sony, 

Moon. 

Speakers: Focal, JM Labs, Quad, Monitor Audio, 

Totem, Wharfedale. 

Subwoofers: Velodyne, REL, MJ Acoustics. 

Plasma - LCD & Projectors: lnFocus, Pioneer, Sony 

Furniture: Atacama, Partington, Optimum, 

Sonus, Soundations. 

Cables: Nordost, Chord, QED, Van Den Hui, TCI. 

And many more leading brands, in all fields. Come 

down and see our expert, friendly staff with any 

of your problems, be it a first time purchase or 

upgrading your current system. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 

www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227. All 

that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from quality 

manufacturers including Nairn, Rega, Bowers & 

Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, 

Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Spendor, Quadraspire, 

Royd, Michell, Sonus Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors & 

Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest­

free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems through Cheshire, Merseyside and 

North Wales. Open Tues. - Sat. 10-S.30, evenings by 

arrangement. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 

Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. MD, 

Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle, 

Denon, Harman- Kardon, Jama, JBL, Marantz, 

Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure 

Digital, Quad, REl Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, 

UKD, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and motorway 

access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 

NORTit WEST 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 

North, Warrington WAl 3NU. Tel: 0192S 828009. 

Email: doug.brady@ dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 

www.dougbrady hifi.com. For the widest range of 

high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business 

est. 45 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 

home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 

Visa, credit facilities - Interest Free Credit! 

Open 10.30 - 6. Send for free map. 

Members of the British Audio dealers 

Association are able to offer: 

•Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address 

e low cost five year guarantee option 
•proper demonstration facilities 
•seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer's advice is taken 
on product selection 
•fully guaranteed service work 
•customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems 

For more information contact 

BADAon 

'l? 0870 126 9137 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRmSH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St, 

off West St car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 

l JR. Tel: 01260 280017. 

Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk. 

Web: www.hifishowrooms.co.uk. Carefully selected 

audio range, including Nairn, NAD, Roksan, Michell, 

Harman, Primare, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, Neat 

Acoustics, Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project, 

Gold ring, Monitor Audio. Also the best in AV from 

Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound, 

Nairn, SIM2, Vutec, Da-lite, REL, MJ Acoustics, 

definitve. Demonstration by appointment. 

Open Tuesday - Saturday. 

COUNTY DURHAM 

MUSIC MATTERS, 17 Coniscliffe Road, Darlington, 

County Durham DL3 7EE. 

Tel: Ol32S 481 418. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 

Weds 10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk l=B� 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Parkstone, 

Poole. Tel: 01202 730865/380018. www. 

movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector, 

B&W, Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, 

Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc. FS series), 

NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel, Tannoy (inc. 

Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo rooms, Hi Fi and 

Home Cinema specialists, easy parking on site, 

high quality used equipment, massive range of 

audio and video leads and connectors etc. Credit 

facilities. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30. 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road, 

Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 01202 

5299B8/ 520066. www.movement-audio.co.uk. 

Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 

Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer, 

Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, Rotel, Tannoy, Teac, 

Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi Fi specialists, full 

demo facilities, friendly expert advice, home demo 

and installation, easy parking, credit facilities, 

Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

LANCASHIRE 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 

Hallgate, Wigan WNl l NL. Tel: 01942 234202. 

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products 

from quality manufacturers including B&W, Royd, 

Bryston, Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAD, 

KEF, Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC, 

Pro1ect, Quadraspire. We offer friendly advice, 

excellent demonstration facilities, 0% finance, free 

delivery and installation throughout the North West 

Opening hours 10.00 - 5.30 Tuesday to Saturday, 

evenings by appointment. � 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

DMNE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 

Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, 

LE16 7NL 01858 432999 

Leicestershire's freshest hi-fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expect in an 

environment that will excite you. 

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilitie5, comfy chairs, and coffee' 

We get outstanding results from An:am, 

Art Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Beyerdynamic, 

Custom Design, Chord Company, Draper Screens, 

Ergo, Exposure, FocalJMLab, lnfocus, lsoblue, 

Kube Design, Metz televisions, NAD, Nottingham 

Analogue Studio, Opera, Oray Screens, Partington, 

Pathos, PMC, ProAC, Pro-Ject, Quadraspire, Revolver, 

Ruark, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, Triangle, Unison 

Research and a few other surprises. 

We are open Tue5day - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 and 

by arrangement. 

Free parking outside the courtyard. 

All normal methods of payment accepted. 

01858 432999 

WWW.DMNEAUDIO.CO.UK, 

INFO@DMNEAUDIO.CO.UK 

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Martins Square Leicester 

LEl SEW. Tel: 0116 253 9753 

Fax: 0116 262 6097 

Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk 

Email: shop.leicesterhifi@btconnect.com 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, B&W/Nautilus, 

BenQ, Chord Electronics, Creek, Crimson, Cyrus/ 

Cyruslink, Denon, Exposure, Greig IK Loudspeakers, 

Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-Short MP3 

Players, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Optimum, Pioneer, 

ProAc, Project, Pure, Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Sharp, 

Tag Mclaren, Teac, Totem, Yamaha, and more. 

4 Listening areas/rooms over 3 floors. We can 

Demonstrate, Deliver and Install. HiFi/Home 

Cinema/Multi-room Audio/Plasma/LCD/Custom 

Installation/Design. Bargain Bin on Website. Open 

Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 1;1'!1�.1!1 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street, 

London WlT 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, 

fax: 020 7436 7165. E-mail: help@ cornflake.co.uk. 

Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7. 

The specialists in high quality sound, be it for 

one room or many more. They offer friendly 

advice, and a full delivery and installation service 

is available. Two listening rooms with full A/V 

facilities demonstrating Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, 

Dynaudio, lsotek, Mark Levinson, lexicon, Nairn, 

Origin live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, Totem, Yamaha 

and more. Service department Amex, Mastercard, 

Switch, Visa and worldwide mail order service. Still 

the coole5t Hi-Fi shop in London. 

www.cornflake.co.uk. 



GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, l90a New 

North Road, London N l Tel: 020 7226 5500. 

www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the 5 best hi-fi shops 

in the world' Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, 

and more ... Home cinema and whole house custom 

installed solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, 

service dept, open Tues-Sat Ring for appointment. 

(:JJ•J•1 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 

Hallgate, Wigan WN l l NL Tel: 01942 234202. 

See main entry under Lancashire. 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road, Hatchend, 

Middlesex HAS 4HR. 

Tel: 020 8420 1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream Vision, 

Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, 

Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical 

Fidelity, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, 

Pure, Quad, REL, Ratel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus 

Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson 

Benesch, Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and 

home trial facilities. Free installation. Customised 

multi-room systems. All major credit cards accepted 

Full credit facilities available. 

Tues· Sat 10.00-5.30, Weds 10.00-6.30. 

www.musicmatters.co.uk 

WEST MIDLANDS 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

STl7 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216. 

See our main entry under Cheshire. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd, Bracon 

Ash, Norwich NRl4 8HG. 

Tel: 01508 570829. 

Audio Analogue, Beyer, Bryston, 

Chord Cables, Creek, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, 

Goldring, Grado, lsoblue, Nairn, 

ProAc, PMC, Rega, Soundstyle, Thule, 

Unison Research. 

2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home Trial. Free 

installation. Visa, Mastercard. 

0% Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-l, 2-5.30. 

All day Sat. 

www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 

Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919. www. 
nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the area's leading 

specialists. Relax in our superb demonstration 

rooms and enjoy the very best in Hi-Fi, multi-room 

and home cinema solutions. Our outstanding 

customer service means a two-year parts and labour 

guarantee, an on-site service department and a full 

delivery and installation service. Home trials and free 

easy parking are also available. Established in 1968, 

we have been giving sound advice for over 30 years. 

Open Mon-Sat 9 · 5.30. (:f!,•]!l 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 

OXlO OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, fax: 01491 825024. 

Founded 1975. Great deals on 8&W, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, 

Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and 

delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on selected 

items. l home cinema room, 2 listening rooms. 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit 

Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. CDs and DVDs stocked. 

SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury 

SYl l EN. Tel: 01743 236055. 

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk, 

www.creative-audio.co.uk 

Internet prices · from a specialist shop! 

One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema 

equipment outside London. Massive world-famous 

website, featuring huge savings on all the popular 

brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama, 

Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Draper 

screens, lnFocus Screenplay projectors, JM Labs, KEF, 

Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Nairn, NEC Projectors. 

Onkyo, Optimum, Oray screens, Partington, Pioneer, 

Pioneer Plasma, Project, Pure DAB radios, QED, 

Roksan, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Wharfedale, 

Yamaha. 

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be 

carbon dated, comfortable dem room with plasma 

and projector (and freshly ground coffee'). expert 

installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year 

guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used 

bargains etc etc · in fact everything you would expect 

from one of Europe's leading audio specialists. 

See for yourself· visit www.creative-audio.co.uk 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

STl7 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel 01785 258216. 

All that's best in Hi -Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Nairn, Rega, Bowers 

& Wilkins. Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, 

Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef, 

NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC Plasma & 

Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest 

-free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems throughout Staffordshire and the 

Midlands. Opening hours Tues.· Sat. 10.30-6.00, 

evenings by arrangement 

SUFFOLK 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich IPl 

2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email: HiFi@eastern-audio. 

corn. Giving sound advice for over 25 years. Parking. 

Demo room. Lots of free advice. Arcam, Meridian, 

Denon, Quad, NAD, B&W, Celestion, Project, KEF, 

Castle, Technics, Top Tape, plus all the usual and 

unusual leads, cables, stands, racks, headphones, 

cartridges & styli etc. 1=1•,•l!1 

Dealer Directory [ Classified ] 

SURREY 

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GUl 4RY. Tel: 

01483 504801 / 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-6pm. 

Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian, Mission/Cyrus, 

Kef, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Primare, Proac, Quad, 

REL, Rega, Ratel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo 

rooms for Hi-Fi/home cinema, parking, delivery & 

installation. Service department on premises. 

Call now. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham Bl7 8DL. 

Tel: 0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream Vision, 

Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, 

Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical 

Fidelity, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, 

Pure, Quad, REL, Ratel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus 

Faber. TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson 

Benesch, Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and 

home trial facilities. Free installation. Customised 

multi-room systems. All major credit cards accepted 

Full credit facilities available 

Tues· Sat 10.00-5.30, Weds 10.00-6.30. www. 

musicmatters.co.uk 1:1!,•l!l 

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, Solihull, W 

Midlands B92 8JL. 

Tel: 0121 742 0254. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 

10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk r:1!1iE1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, W 

Midlands BY8 lAB. 

Tel: 01384 444184. Tues· Sat l 0.00-5.30 

Weds 10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk l=J•,•J.::1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, Sutton 

Coldfield, W Midlands B73 SDT. 

Tel: 0121 354 2311. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 

10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk (:f!,•h, 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street, Salisbury. 

Tel: 01722 322169/330841. www.movement-audio. 

co.uk. Arcam, Audio Analogue, B&W, Celestion, 

Chord Company, Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF, 

Marantz, Meridian (inc. Digital theatre), Mission, 

Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost, Opera, 

Pro1ect, QED, Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. Home 

Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi room and 

commercial installation specialists, service dept. on 

site, high quality used equipment, projection T V  

and plasma. 2 demo rooms, credit facilities, Visa/ 

Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, Hedon, Hull, 

HUl2 8JH. tel 01482 891375. www.theaudioroom. 

co.uk. High quality two channel and home theatre 

needs catered for. Authorised agents for Linn 

Products, Nairn Audio, Spectral, Accuphase, Krell, 

Audio Research, Cyrus, Nagra, Sugden, Rega, Unison 

Research, Pathos, Rotel, Bowers and Wilkin, Focal 

JM Lab, Proac, Spender, Pen Audio, Sonus Faber, 

Koetsu, Lyra, Ortofon, Grado, Stax, Audiophile 

Base, BCD, Hutter. Quadraspire, Stands Unique, 

Nordost, Si ltech, The Chord Company, Townshend. 

We travel throughout the UK, and believe we offer 

the most comprehensive range of quality products 

available and a service that is unbeatable. Open 

Mon · Sat, 9am · 6pm (later by appointment). Credit 

facilities and home demonstration available.Free 

and easy car parking available as well as a relaxed 

and comfortable environment assured. The North's 

friendliest and most complete dealer 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield 

Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 

727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274. 

Email: info@thehifistudios .freeserve.co.uk. 

Web: thehifistudios.co.uk 

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room experts 

Musical Fidelity, Tag Mclaren,Wadia, Anthony 

Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, 

Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAD, 

Michell Turntables, Audio Analogue, Living 

Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics, 

Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, 

Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, 

REL Subwoofers, Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Denon 

Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and 

demonstration by appointment. Home trials and 

free installation on hi-fi equipment. Credit card and 

finance facilities. Phone for more information. 

l0am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, lOam-Spm Sat. 

Closed Sunday & Monday. l=J•HJ!1 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 

Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and motorway 

access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See main entry under 

Cheshire. 

To advertise in the 

[Hl:U��-·-��-1 Dealer Directory, 

Call Bevan Walsh 

on 01225 788255 now! 
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HHICHOICE ISSUE 271 ®SEPTEMBER 2005 ®ON SALE 28 JULY 

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST>> LOUDSPEAKERS 

The latest loudspeakers are subjected to our uniquely 

rigorous group test regime, including ... 

®Audio Physic Spark 

® B&W 805S 

® Monopulse 42A 

®Rega R7 

®Triangle Celius ES 

® Usher CP-6311 

---------------------------------------------------------� 

Give this farm (or a photocopy) ta your local newsagent ta 
I 

guarantee your awn copy of Hi·Fi Choice reaches you every month 

Please reserve me a copy of Hi·Fi Choice every month 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Address .................................................................. . 

................................................ Postcode ............... . .  

Contact telephone no ................................................... . . 

To the newsagent: Contact your magazine wholesaler ta order Hi·Fi Choice 

122 HI-FI CHOICE I summer 2005 

In-depth reviews I 
[rr 

of the most vital 
kit, including ... t11 

' 

® Sugden CD21 SE CD player 

® NAD CSSS turntable 

® Gamut LS loudspeaker 

® Arcam FMJ CD36 CD player 

® Clearaudio Ambient 
turntable 

® Exposure 35 integrated amp 

® Dali Ikon 6 loudspeaker 

Plus ... 
i 
,, 

Our regular round-ups of 

accessories and music, not to 

mention the latest news, views 

and features from hi-fi's 11 

smartest grapevine ... ;r 

And much, much more! 
lr 

BE SURE NOT TO MISS 
I'' BRITAIN'S MOST RELIABLE [r r 

GUIDE TO REAL Hl·FI 
' 

ii 
� 
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[ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Features 

DIY CORNER SPEAKERS 
Part 72 Diaphragms part three 

A 
diaphragm made from only one material 

has relatively simple and predictable 

behaviour. More complex diaphragms 

offer some interesting alternatives. 

Take Kevlar, for example; a woven polyamide 

fibre with high tensile strength, developed by 

DuPont. B&W brought Kevlar to the attention 

of hi-fi speaker builders many years ago. Other 

woven materials include carbon and glass 

fibres, and in all cases the woven fabric is 

sealed by and held within a plastic matrix. 

The stiffness of such a diaphragm varies 

according to whether it is measured along the 

lines of the fibres (the warp and weft), or 

across the diagonals (or bias). But ultimately, 

2 SECOND HAND BUYER summer 2005 

radiating out from the centre of the cone, there 

are four stiffer sections, interspersed with four 

that are less stiff. 

As the frequency feeding a drive unit cone 

rises, so the edge of the cone starts to struggle 

to keep up with the voice coil driving the 

centre. With a woven cone, the stiffer sections 

hang on longer than the less stiff sections of 

the cone, so a sort of ripple effect occurs at the 

edge of the cone. The ripples are out of phase, 

so these cancel each other out, while the inner 

portion of the cone continues to operate 

pistonically without cancellation or break up. 

The whole process operates gradually and 

progressively, leading to a more gentle 

ultimate cone break-up, and also creating a 

source that shrinks in effective diameter as 

frequency rises, maintaining good dispersion 

consistency. AFC 

Paul Messenger 

DIY CONTACTS 

FALCON ACOUSTICS E 01 493 751100 

el www.fakon-acoustics. co. uk 

WILMSLOW AUDIO e 01 455 2 86603 
© www.wilmsl ow-audio.co.uk 

IPL ACOUSTICS e 01271 867439 
el www.iplacoustics.co.uk 

NEXT MONTH: Yet more about diaphragms 



Trading Pages [ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer] 

Tel: 01992 653999 

Full list and pictures on website 

Mobile: 07860 511111 
Web site: www.heathcoteaudio.co.uk 

VINYL 
NOTTS ANA.S.DECK/GRAPH. PLATJSME 309 MINT/BOXED . £1350 
CLEARAUDIO CHAMP LEV. 1& UNIFY ARM (20 HAS USE) ..... £1695 
QUASAR TUR NTABLE U LTRA RARE . .... . . . . .. . . . . .. ... . ......... . ... . ... . . £1 250 
AOKSAN XERXES COGNOCENTl/PSU MINT/BOXED ...... .. .... £795 
THE SOURCE TITABLE O.LIVE PSU EXCLT ............... .. ... .. .... £750 
LEHMAN BLACK CUBE SE (£650) BRAND NEW ........................ £450 
McCORMACK MICRODRIVE PHONO STAGE NEW/BOXED .. .... £395 
AUDIO ALCHEMY VAC IN THE BOX EXCLT ..... ............ .............. £150 
SYAYNX PU-2 TONE ARM BOXED ............... ... ................. .. ..... £225 
ADC ALT-1 TONEARM .................................................................. £150 

CD 
MOON AUDIO ECLIPSE 2 BOX CD (£5000+) AS NEW ............. £2795 
PAIMAAE OVD-30 UNIVERSAL PLAYER EX.DIS/OEM ............. £1295 
TECHNICS SLP-2000 (£1000 TA IC HORD MODS) MINT ............ £995 
MICAOMEGA CLASSIC SOLO (NEW MECH) VGC/BOXED ....... £895 
AVI 2000 CD PLAYER GC ....................... ....... ..... . . .. ....... ... £395 
ALCHEMIST NEXUS CD EXCLT .................................................. £375 
REGA PLANET & REMOTE (1 YEAR OLD) AS NEW .................. £375 
PAIMAAE V-25 DVD (£1000) EX DISPLAY/BOXED .... ........... .... £595 
ARCAM DIVA DV88+ CD/DVD MINT/BOXED ................................ £575 
ALCHEMIST FORSETTI TRANSPORT & FORSETTI DAC Cffl REM. 
VOL. (FAS) MINT/BOXED .... . .. .. .................. .... £1795 
TECHNICS Z-1000/X1000 TAANS/DAC(GOLD) BOXED ........... £1995 
THETA CARMAN CD/DVD TRANSPORT MINT/BOXED ... .. ...... £1695 
THETA GEN Ill DAG ST GLASS ETC (£6000+) MINT/BOXED ... £1495 
THETA DS PRO BASIC-11 DAC. MINT/BOXED ........................... £995 
AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX-2 HDCD/BAUETC MINT/BOXED ...... £1195 
AUDIOMECA DAMNATION TRANSPORT EXCLT... . . ........... £575 
CHORD 1500E 96/192 kHZ (£6800 ) MINT/BOXED ................... £2850 
EAD-1000 SEAIES-3 DAC ST GLASS ETC ... ... .. ...... .......... .... TBA 
PERP.TECH PA-1 DSP BRAND NEW .... ... .. ...................... ........ £895 
PEAP TECH/MODWAIGHT SIG-2 PA-3 BRAND NEW ................ £795 
PEAP TECH/MODWAIGHT SIG -2 PSU BRAND NEW.. . ... .... £495 
MONRIO 18B DAC/PSU EXCLT .. . . . . . .. . ... ... ............. .. ....... £375 
MSB LINK DAC-3 24/96Khz MINT/BOXED... . . . . .. . .......... £375 
Z SYSTEMS Z3src UPSAMPLEA (£1450) MINT/BOXED .. .......... £495 

SOLID STATE 
ALCHEMIST 220 WATTS X 2 POWER AMP (WOW!) EXCLT.£2750 
ELECROCOMPANIET EC 4.7 PRE NEW/BOXED ...................... £1095 
ELECROCOMPANIET ASW 220 POWER NEW/BOXED ........... £1095 
PRIMARE 30 PRE &A-30.2 POWER EX.DIS/OEM.. . . ..... £1750 
PAIMARE A-30.1 INTEGRATED EX.DIS/OEM.. . . . .. ............ £1095 
PRIMARE A-20 MKll EX.DIS/OEM ............................................... £475 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A-300 MINT/BOXED .. ...... £895 
MUSICAL FID. A3cr PREJ A3cr POWER MINT .. .. ...................... £1195 
ARCAM A-85 MINT...... . .. . .. £495 
THOAENS 2000 PRE PHONO/POWEA AMPS MINT .................. £695 
AVI M-2000S PRE/SYSTEM REMOTE MINT/BOXED... . . ......... £395 
AV! 2000M MONOBLOCS MINT/BOXED.. . ....... £695 
AVl POWER AMP MINT.... . ....... £425 
BARTOLAMEO POWER AMP VGC.... . ......... £795 
DPA SOS PRE/POWER/CABLES MINT/BOXED ... ....... ............. £1250 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A-370 MK2 MINT... . ........ £1295 
GAYPHON S-100 POWER AMP MINT... . . .............. £2895 
PLINIUS SA· 102 POWER AMP MINT.... . ..... .... £2795 
JEFF ROWLAND MODEL·5B EXCLT ...... . .. ... ..... £2795 
GAYPHON SONATA-ALLEGRO PRE MINT/BOXED.... . ...... £6495 
C. JOHNSON PFA.REMOTE PRE MINT/BOXED... . ... . ... £1795 
ALOIA PST11.01 PRE/PSU EXCLT...... . . . .. .............. £1395 
CLASSE CP-60 2 BOX REM.PRE MINT ................ ................... £1695 

VALVE AMPS 
LUMLEY M-120 MONOBLOCS (CHROME) MINT/BOXED ........ £1695 
UNISON RESEARCH S-845 INTEGRATED MINT/BOXED ........ £1450 
ICON AUDIO LA-3/MB-25 MONO'S AS NEW/BOXED ............... £1750 
AUDIONOTE ZERO PRE & MONO'S MINT/BOXED .. .. ............. £850 
TUBE TECH.SYNERGY N0.1 MINT .... . ... .. .. .. . ................. £3450 
JADIS JPS-2 (WAS £8000) EXCLT ............................. . .......... £2995 
JADIS DEFY-7 POWER AMP EXCLT... . ... ........... £2995 
UNISON RESEARCH CSP PRE/PHONO EXCLT... . ................ £595 
MICHAELSON CHRONOS 4 BOX MINT . ..... ... ... . ... .............. £3995 

TAPE/TUNERS 
NAKAMICHI DRAGON .. ...... .. ... ..... ... .................. ..................... TBA 
NAKAMICHI OR-3 MINT/BOXED... . ... ................ £225 
MARANTZ ST-17 TUNER MINT..... . .. .................. £375 
LYNX THETA TUNER VGC...... . . ....... £225 
QUAD FM-4 MINT/BOXED... . ........... £225 
LEAK T/LINE 3 STEREO... . . .. ... ..... ... ...................... £175 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
DYNAUDIO CRAFFT/STANDS (RARE) MINT/BOXED ... ............ £1395 
DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 1.3 MK11/STANDS MINT/BOXED .. ... ... £995 
RED ROSE SPIRIT MONITORS (RIBBON) MINT... . . ............... £750 
CELESTION A-1 CHERRYWOOD MINT/BOXED... . . ............ £495 
EPOS ES-14 & STANDS MINT... . ... £375 
TRIANGLE TITUS (1 WEEK OLD) BOXED... . ......... £275 
PROAC RESPONSE-3 BOXED . . ... ...... £1395 
PROAC STUDIO 150 (YEW) EXCLT... . ........... £995 

CELESTtON A-2 SANTOS ROSEWOOD BRAND NEW/80XED£1195 
CURA CA-30 MAPLE MINT/BOXED... .  . . ............. £895 
KELLY KT-3 (96 DB SENSITIVE) BOXED... . .. ...... .. £750 
APOGEE CALIPERS RE-FINISHED EXCLT ... ........................... £1195 
APOGEE CALIPERS COM. RE BUILD ... .................. ..... ... .. ... £2250 
MIRAGE Mlsi ................................................................................. TBA 
MIRAGE BPS-20 SUB ..................... . .. .................. ................... TBA 
A.R.T PAECISION-2 PIANO BLACK MINT ................................. £3250 
SNELL C MKIV EXCLT ................ . ......................... ... ............... £1295 
AUDIONOTE ANE ROSEWOOD ..................... ... ... .. ......... .. .. £795 
CASTLE AVON EXCLT ........................................... ... .. ... ..... .... £375 
CASTLE HOWARD-2 BEECH EXCLT... . . ........... £650 
REGA XEL ROSEWOOD EXCLT . ...... .... . .... ... .. ... .. . . .. . . . . .. .. ... £495 
REL STORM GC .. . . ......... £395 
A.ENERGY.ASW FB-110 SUB NEW/BOXED ..... . .. . .. ... ........... £350 
CELESTION A-6 SUB NEW/BOXED .. .......................................... £295 

CABLE/INTERCONNECTS 
TOO MANY CABLES IN STOCK TO LIST HERE PLEASE RING/SEE 

WEBSITE 
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER REF. 3.5 METRE XLR ........................ £1450 
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER REF 1.5 METRE RCA.... . ... £650 
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER AEF.1 METRE RCA .............................. £495 
SILVER ARROW 1METRE XLR (£1200) ................. . . .. .. ...... .. £495 
XLO 3 METRE PAIR EX.OEM/NEW .......... ... .............................. £225 
AUDIOQUEST DIAMOND 2 METRE RCA .................................... £450 
AUDIOQUEST LAPIS 4 METRE PAIR ........... .............................. £395 
VAN DEN HUL 0.8 MC GOLD XLR BOXED/AS NEW .................. £195 

STANDS 
SOUNDSTYLE ST-105 NEW... . ................................... £275 
SOUNDSTYLE ST-100 NEW ........................................................ £250 
SOUNDSTYLE XS-105 NEW ..... .................................................. £225 
SOUNDSTYLE XS-100 NEW ........................................ ..... ......... £200 
COPULA RE AMP STAND ..................................... .. . ..... .. ........ £495 
ELEMENTAL AEF.SC2 MINT/BOXED . ........................................ £1250 
TARGET A-2 SILVER ................................................................ ... £250 
ATACAMA A-274 ... . . . ....................................... ......... .. ....... .. £149 

MOST EQUIPMENT STOCKED IS ONE OWNER 

MINT/BOXED. SIMILAR QUALITY VINTAGE AND 

MODERN EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR IMMEDIATE 

CASH PURCHASE 

PLEASE PHONE GEORGE 10-6PM 

01376 521132 
07709 260221 1 au di 

PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT 

E-MAIL soundstage@netlineuk.net 

www.sound-stage.co.uk 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

ATACAMA EQUINOX 2 TIER SILVER EQUIPMENT STAND . . .. . ... . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . . . . . ... . .. . .  £199 
AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE INTEGRATED PHONO BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £399 
CASTLE HARLECH CHERRY FLOORSTANDERS.. . ......... £549 
COUNTERPOINT SAtOO POWER AMP VALVE!fRANS HYBRID BLACK BOXED . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  £595 
DENON DVDSOOO DVD PLAYER BLACK IMMACULATE (NEW £1600).. . ........................... £499 
EPOS ES12 LIGHT CHERRY BOXED ANO SUPERB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £299 
EPOS ES 14 BLACK SINGLE WIRE.. . . .. .. .. .......... ................... ................................................ £329 
GARRARD 301/SME 3009/SHURE MM CARTRIDGE ON HARDBOARD MOUNT . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .  £599 
KEF 103/3 ROSEWOOD WITH KEF KUBE EQUALISER AND INTEGRAL STANDS . . . . .. . . .. ... . . .. . ... .. . . . .. .. . . .  £399 
LFD PA2 POWERSTAGE POWER AMP MARBLE FRONT LOVELY LOOKS ANO SOUND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £649 
LINN SONDEK LP12 NORTON AIR POWER ITTOK TROIKA WALNUT SUPERB .... . .. . .. . . .. ... . . ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . .  £1295 
LINN KAIRN PAE AMP MM/MC PHONG STAGE BOXED AND SUPERB . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . £695 
LINN SARA 9 BI-WIRE WALNUT BOXED AND STUNNING WITH STANDS . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £499 
LINN SONDEK LP12 VALHALLA BASIK K9 AFRO BOXED VGC... . . ........................ £499 
LOEWE ACONOA 32" FLAT WIDESCAEEN SILVER + LOEWE GLASS STAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . £995 
MERIDIAN 606 DAG BLACK/GOLD BOXED AND IMMACULATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .  £495 
MERIDIAN A500 BLACK ASH LOUDSPEAKERS BOXED LOVELY CONDITION . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . ... . £399 
MERIDIAN 605 MONO AMPLIFIERS BLACK . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . ... . ... . ... £795 
MICROMEGA STAGE 5 CD PLAYER IMMACULATE... . . ........................ .......... .. .. £349 
NAIM NAPV 175 3 CHANNEL POWER AMP LATE 2004 MODEL Ml NT . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... .. . .. . . . . ... . . ... . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . £995 
NAIM SNAXO 362N IMMACULATE BOXED 2004 MODEL . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . ... . . ... £599 
NAJM NAP 250 BLACK FRONT 1985 BOXED VERY NICE CONDITION . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . ... . £795 
NAIM NAP 135 x 2 BLACK FRONT 1988 LOVELY CONDITION BOXED . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. £1595 
NAIM INTRO BLACH ASH BOXED AND SUPERB . . . ... . ... . . ... . . .. . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. £349 
NAIM CDS WITH CDS POWER SUPPLY TOP LOADER BOXED IMMACULATE . . .. . . ...... . .... ... . ... .... . . .. . . .. . .  £1495 
PAIMAAE D.20 24 BIT CD PLAYER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £595 
PROCEED AVP AU010NIOEO PAE AMPLIFIER AC·3, OTS, THX,DPL (NEW £4700) . ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .  £1495 
PROCEED MDT MODULAR DVD TRANSPORT (NEW £5500) . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .... ... .. . . . . . . . . .. . . ...... .. .. . £2495 
QUAD FM4 FM TUNER GREY CASE DIN SOCKET BOXED SUPERB . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... .. . . .. . .... . . ... . .. . . .. . ... . £279 
QUAD 33/303 PRE/POWER AMPS LOVELY CONDITION.. . .  .. ................. ................. £249 
QUAD 77CD BUS/77 PRE/77 TUNER CARBON BOXED AND IMMACUALATE . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . ... . .  £995 
REGA PLANET CD PLAYER CAST CASE BOXED SUPERB . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . ......... .. . .  £199 
REGA PLANAR 3 BLACK, AB300, ROKSAN CORUS BLACK, REGA MOTOR UPGRADE . .. . ... . . ... . . ... .. . . . . .  £279 
REGA RADIO A REMOTE READY TUNER BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE . . . .. .... . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . £229 
AOKSAN CASPIAN TUNER BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . ... ... .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . ... . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  £289 
ROKSAN l 1.5/DS1.SIS1.5 PAEJPOWEA SUPPLY/POWER AMP BLACK . . . . .. . . . .. . . ... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  £2295 
AOKSAN XERXES BLACK ASH AATEMIZ LYRA CLAVIS O.C. VOH MODDED . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . ... . ... . . . .... . . . . . . . . . .  £1495 
ROKSAN DPl CD TRANSPORT WITH ATTESSA DA2 DAG AND ATTESSA DSS P/S . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. £995 
RUARK TEMPLAA 2 CHERRY FULLY VENEERED LOUDSPEAKERS SUPERB . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . ... . .. £349 
THOAENS TD 160 SUPER BLACK/SME 3009 IMPROVED . . ... . . .. . .. . . .. . . . ..... ... .. . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . £259 
THRESHOLD MODEL FET ONE & S/150 STASIS PAE/POWER AMPS SILVER .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .  £695 
TOTEM MODEL ONE SIGNATURE BLACK BOXED AND MINT MONTHS OLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  £1295 
WAOIA 3200 CD TRANSPORT WITH REMOTE AND INSTRUCTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . ... . .. . .. . .. . . . ... . . . £995 

PROFESSIONAL RECORD CLEANING SERVICE-KEITH MONKS MACHINE 
PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES. THREE MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL ITEMS 

www.sound-stage.co.uk 

Like new, nothing like the price! 

WWW. 0 udiolincs co m 

e ADVANTAGE (Blodelius) S-2 Pre-omp 
f¥'<lmic, 1efin00, so lisleooblel (£2750) Now £1,295 

• AUDIOSTATIC Wing Electroslolics 
Genuinely full range. We1e £5,500 Lovely £3,795 

BAT VK-SlSE Pre-omp 
lncomporoble musicol insights. Now £3,995 

• BAT VK-150 Valve monoblocks 
Aulhoiily, subMely, a lwenly-eighl valve high end �alemenl. 
New lale 2004 We1e £15,500 Now £8,995 

• BAT VK-PS Phono-stage 
ValvesubMely, flexibility and �lencel (£2,500) Now £1325 

• CANARY 300B Monoblocks 
5weel and nolUml v.;11i new EH 300B's. Only £995 

CARY 300B-SE Monoblocks 
Limited Edition models, os new. Only £1,995 

CONRAD JOHNSON PV-14L Pre Amp 
So-pliislicaled! Tllll O\llilob�. (£2250) From £1,195 

• CROFT Charism a Pre-omp 
Cioh upgraded model Mini £1,395 

• CUT LOOSE AUDIO Bonery Power-amp 
Cell paM11ed - dynamic and smooooolhl Only £995 

• HORNING Agathon loudspeakers 
lalesl models on demonslialion. £6,300 
Classic vinloges always available. From £1,595 

• LAVARDIN IT lnlegroled Amp 
ire � kiB. 5nVI � et its tile £3,495 

GRANTl-WA (Al) LINCOLNSHIRE 

078 2192 5851 
01476 591090 

MOST CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

• LFD Mist r al Silver Signature lnlegroled 

5"Bb, "" <III eM.e. Mini £495 

LUMLEY Reference Stereo Power omp 
Wtthiu65'JJsllisf;�nuic!J. Superb £1495 

e MANLEY Model 120 Monoblocks 
M:x8n Ide (6550) rum ]IS �I Minl£1795 

• MUSICAL FIDELITY Tri-Vist a 21 DAC 
W{ o INi v.ek llll, as re11 anlfut Now £795 

• NORDOST Valhalla 0.6mtr RCA 
A lego-xl in ill ""'1 iro,th. Giveowoy ol £800 

e PAPWORTH M200 Monoblocks 
Sulllfior British lllMl liigW. Wae £4895 .Mini £2,995 

• PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGY DAC 
Pio, P3o, P3borlioorti!el Ne.'1£1695 Now £995 

• QUICKSILVER 'Silver Mono' Monoblocks 
DeliOO.Jsly flu� ard coolrolkrl IJJ lllJC Like new £1,095 

• SHANLING Omega d rive CD Player 
Ou1 digital 1ele1ence music played New £4,000 

TOWNSHEND Super Tweelers 
lrs like gi�llj) you1 speokeo pu1e oxygen. New f195 

• UNISON S2K Valve lnlegroled 
Single ended, l1ue high-end bmgoin. A 'mu�' al £945 

• XTC COTl SE CO Transport 
Desimbly 'in••ble' hont end. As new £495 

• XTC Prel Pre-omp 
foelessly nalUrol, you'll keep lhis onel Mini £495 
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definitive audio 

Definitive Audio creates a quality of musical experience 
that is peerless. Our service is bespoke, our philosophy 
is unique and our results are celebrated the world over. 

We use a selection of the most artful and ingenious 
creations, including the emotionally persuasive and 

sublimely beautiful KSL Kondo amplifiers 
and Living Voice loudspeakers. 

KSL Kondo • full product range 
Resolution Audio Opus 21 

Magnum Dynalab 
Kuzma, including Airline and XL 

SME including Model 30 

Finite Elemente including Pagode HO Reference Series 

New Western Electric 300B valves available from stock. 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items 

Living Voice Avatar 1 - cherry 

Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 - maple - 11 months 

Living Voice Auditorium - cherry - Bruised but nice 

Living Voice Auditorium - cherry - 12 months 

Art Audio Quintet integrated - 6 months - hair-shirt, single input joy 

Art Audio Concerto power (6550) - old bird but serviced and happy 

Art Audio PX25 - Swatts - Single ended flea power for the sensitive lype 

Eastern Electric Mini Max pre-amp - new, boxed - compact, quality cutie 

Van den Hui Collibri - 4mv - new, boxed - beguiling and charming 

Van den Hui Grasshopper - very nearly new - spunky and determined 

AudioNote (UK) Ltd P.Zero pre+ monos 

Sale 

£1900 

£3000 

£800 

£1100 

£2400 

£1600 

£3000 

£400 

£1900 

£1600 

£500 

New 

£2700 

£4000 

£1700 

£1700 

£3100 

£3800 

£4000 

£800 

£3000 

£2600 

Audio Reseach Reference 600 monos - very powerful and very heavy 

Ruark Crusader II - black - OK condition - tweed jacket slylie 
£10000£30000 .. 

Sugden Masterclass integrated - nearly new 

Border Patrol P20 - mahogany - power amp - 6 months 

Border Patrol 820 - mahogany - power amp - 6 months 

Border Patrol P21 - mahogany - integrated - 11 months 

Canary 608 (blue) line integrated - great sound for low dough 

Canary 608 (champagne) line integrated+ Border Patrol power supply 

Canary 303 [110v] - new - fillet mignon 

Canary 309 - very nearly new - beef wellington 

Canary 801 [110v] line pre-amp - lemon torte 

Nottingham Analogue lnterspace with RB300 

Aloia pre-amp - very new - very good condition - beautifully made - OK 

Thomas Sheu turntables (80mm platter with 12' arm) 

(SOmm platter with 9' arm) 

Sugden A21a - titanium - classic integrated 

Sugden P21a - titanium - power amp version of above 

Audiolab 8000 CD player - black - boxed - bargain 

Kimber Select inter-connect - 0.75m - new - in elaborate plastic box 

Tel: 0115 973 3222 

Fax: 0115 973 3666 

£800 £1900 

£2500 £3300 

£5900 £7300 

£5900 £7300 

£3800 £4800 

£1900 £3000 

£2800 £4000 

£3800 £7200 

£4800 £10000 

£2500 £4500 

£470 £770 

£1000 £2800 

ring for details 

£600 £1050 

£400 £700 

£370 £1000 

£250 £500 

Internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk 
email: shout@definitiveaudio.co. uk 
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Love to compare a modified tonearm with the original on the 

same deck? 

Want to hear a new cartridge for yourself before you buy? 

Never found anywhere interested enough to do it for you? 

turntableworldl is THE place to make your next analogue 

choice 

turntableworldl has selected demonstration items from: 

Audio Technica 

C/earaudio - including the Emotion pack.age and Champion 1 

Dynavector - including the D17 Mk.2 

Tom Evans Audio Design NEW/ 

Goldring 

Grado 

Graham Slee - including the Era Gold and Elevator combination 

G FC Hadcock 

Lyra - including the Argo 

Michell Engineering - the full range 

Moth - accessories and Cleaning machines 

Nottingham Analogue 

Origin Live - tonearms and decks 

Ortofon - including items from the Kontrapunkt and Rondo 

ranges 

Project 

Roksan - including the Radius 5 NEW! 

SME - all tonearms 

Sumiko 

Transfiguration 

Trichord Research - full range of phono stages and supplies 

Whest Audio - the fantastic phono stage NEW/ 

Wilson Benesch - the Circle and both tonearms 

Plus our own range of accessories including a great wall shelf 

with twin level acrylic platform and two superb digital 

stylus pressure gauges from just £29!!! 

With part exchange upgrades continuing to be our speciality, 

you'lf also have access to the widest range of used items in the 

UK - many from manufacturers you'd half forgotten existed, 

and still supported by our in house warranty of course. 

Here's a selection of current used stock .. 

Alchemist Bragi phono stage and Forseti p/s - vgc, superb flexible stage 399 

Audiolab BOOOPPA phono stage - , vgc, flexible stage, rare 449 

EAR 834P - fair, mm/me switchable version 379 

Chord Phono stage - ex, stunning 999 

Heybrook TI2 - ex. boxed 149 

Kinshaw Perception - nr mint, 2 box Phono stage, rare and superb 479 

Linn Troika - vgc, boxed 279 

Linn LP12/Lingo/lttoklVlll/Asaka - nr mint. boxed 1199 

Linn LP12/ArmageddonJAro - nr mint, black, boxed 1599 

Linn LP12/lingo/Ekos - ex, black, boxed 1499 

Linn LP12Nalhalta/Akito - ex, afromosia, boxed 649 

Linn LP12Nalhalla/Akito - fair, afromosia, no lid 399 

Linn LP12Na1halla/lttoklVll - ex, afromosia 699 

Linn LP12/ArmageddonJRB300 - vgc. black 979 

Linn Basik, Akita - vgc, black 229 

Linn Ax.is, Akita - vgc, black 299 

Linn lttok 12" - ex, black, apparently one of only 20 made 999 

Logic Tempo/Datum· ex, wood finish 149 

Michell Gyrodec -ex, export spec (black/bronze) no arm 699 

Michell (Transcriptors) Reference hydraulic - ex, fluid arm 799 

Michell (Transcriptors) Reference electronic/ SME3009 - ex, 599 

Michell Prisma/AT arm - ex/ex 999 

Michell Focus One/Focus arm - ex, 379 

Mission 774 - ex, fab 80s tonearm 159 

MTM The Source - ex, mahogany 499 

Notts Analogue Spacedeck - ex, Tom Fletcher masterpiece 649 

Notis Analogue Hyperspace/Mentor - Due in Call 

NEL DAIS - good condition, superb sound and looks 419 

Odyssey RP1-XG - ex, the prettiest arm ever? 499 

Pink Triangle LPT/RB250/Reson- ex/ex, 379 

Project 

Project 

Rega 

Rega 

Rega 

Rega 

Roksan 

Roksan 

Roksan 

SME 

Thorens 

Transcriptors 

Xpress1on 1 • nr mint. boxed 

Phono box LE - ex, in presentation case with certificate 

Planar 2/RB250 - ex/ex 

Planar 2/RB250 - as good as you will ever see 

Planar 3/R8300 - vgc/ex 

Planar 78/RB250/Mono Cart - exlex 

Xerxes!Tabriz Zi - ex, black 

Radius 3fTabriz - ex, lovely 

Radius 5/Nima • nr mini, boxed 

309 - ex, boxed 

TD160b - ex, c/w Mission 774 

SkeletonNestigal - ex/ex 

179 

59 

149 

179 

179 

175 

449 

429 

549 

499 

249 

799 

Transcriptors Saturn - fair 199 

Voyd Valdi/Helius Scorpio or RB300 - vgc, black, off board p/s 599 

Wilson Benesch 

Zeta 

ActJAct 2 - the best ever? Rare as .. 

Zeta - ex mega arm, VdH cable 

turntableworld! Is a hugely subsidised subsiduary of 

hifisound 

30b Larchfield st, Darlington, DL3 ?TE 

01325 241888 

or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk 

2499 

449 
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AHINpeTj<>eb 
A=m 
"'-
"'-
"'­
AudlOlab 
Aud!Olab 
AudlOlab 
Audio Synthesis 
AVI 
Classe 
c�� 
OPA 
Marantz 
Marantz 
Marantz 
Merid1all 
Mend1an 
Meridian 
Meridian 
M1cromega 
M1cromega 
M1cromega 
M1cromega 
M'"°"""' 
MISSIOl'I 
Musical Fidelity 
Musica!Fidel!ly 
Myryad 

NAO 
NVA 
p�� 

Q""' 

The widest selection of used hifi in the North 
CD4000STD - ex. boxed remote. 6 months old cJw de mat 

Alpha 1 -nr mint. remote 
CD82T-nrm1ntboxed 

Alpha9-111"rr11n1.remote 
CD72T-nrm1nt,1emote 

80000AC-ex. boxed 
80000AC -ex. boxed. one input down 
8000 Transport and OAC ·ex. 1emo1e 

DAX2-nr ll'lln1boxed 
S2000Reference-ex.boxed 

01 OAC-due m 
DAD1.5-nr mint.remole boxed 

Rena1ssance-nr m<nl boxed 
CD60-ex.boxed fantastic 80s hea�oghl 

CD46 · ex. remole 
DV4100 0SE-nr m1n1. remote. boxed 

200 transpor1 and matcti1ng dac-e:oc.superbcomb1na1<0n 
208-ex.witht>u11t in preampstage and209 remote 

200 transpori -ex.exce!lent 
508/20-nr mintremo!e 

Stagfa� ��·�rn;::t��: ;la�1 

T-driV{! and T-dac -vgc. 1emote supert>sound. (1000s new 
Ouo CD31BS2 -nr mint. fully OOxed. beautiful sognl and sound 

Optic -nr m1n1 budget mtro to me delights ol M-cromega 
PCM7000-Fabol"lhmg 

X Act-nr m1nll)O):ed 
X24-nr montveryrare 

T20-black.nr m1nt.boxed.remote barga1n1 
C5411-nr mm1, boxedYllth remote 

The Transparent Sla1ement-vgc. cra1ed .uttunale NVA 
PS-5904 ·ex. boxed, stable platte1 mech 

99CDP · nr mmt. boxed. remote 
Caspoan M series -ex dem. save (350"! Roksan 

Rotel 
Rru• 
SAT 

ROD980/RDP980 -nr rrnnt. transport and dac very rare with remote 
RCD991AE-nr mint boxed 

Sooy 
Sooy 
Sooy 
TEAC 
Wad1a 

""""" 
AMC 
A<<am 
A<<am 
AudlOlao 
AudlOlab 
AudlOlab 
Audiolab 
AudlOfl 
Audio Research 
AVI 
AV< 
AVI 
AVI 
Creek 
co-
Crtmson 
c .. ,. 
Cyrus 
Cyrus 
LumJey Reference 
Magnum 
Magnum 
Marantz 
Marantz 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Mendian 
M1ssoon 
MusicalF1del1ty 
MusicalF1del1ty 
Mus1CalF1del1ty 

NAO 
NAO 
NAJM 
NAIM 
Pnmare 

Q"'' 
Q"'' 
Q"'' 
Quad """' 
Quad 
Roksan 
ROlel 
Rotel 
Shearne 
Shearne 
Sugden 
s"""' 
Somo 
TagMclaren 

Acoust-cEnergy 
Acoustic Energy 
Acoustoc Energy 
AcoustocEnergy 
Acoustoc Energy 
Acousbc: Energy 
Amptnon 
B&W 
B&W 
B&W 
Castle 
Castle 
Celestion """ """ """ 
Heybrook 
JPW 
JPW 

KEF 
KEF 
KEF 
Meadow!arll 
M1ss101"1 
M1SSIOf'l 
M1SSIOl"l 
M'SSIOl"l 
M,sslOl"l 
Moni1orAud10 
Monnor Audm 
Mordaunt Shor1 

NEAT 

COF1x -nr mint, boxed, dedicated 1emote. superb 
MDP850D -nr mini, laserd1sc. \/CO, CD. PAL. NSTC 

SCO-XA777ES-fully boxed with remote 
XA20ES -ex. boxed. remote 

DVSO -new sealed box . SAVE £2000111 
CD3200T transport -ex. remote bargain entry to Wad1a souM 

AmplifiHS 
GTPSOOllPreTuner and GFA54511Power - bargain, 

2445-ex. well reviewed weighty poweramp 
A85-nrmmt 
lOP-nr mm1 

8000S-nr m1111 
8000Ms -nr mm1 monoblocks 

8000P -nr mint. boxed 
8000A -e�. boxed. grey. mm/me 

Silver Kmgnts - Stunrnng boxed valve monoblocks 
LS7-due m 

S2000-gc.1ntegrated 
S2000MP-ex.hne leYelpre 

S2000MM • ex pair moooblocks 
S2000MP/MM · ex pre and 2x mono combo as above 
4330Mk2R-nr mm1.remote Fantastic li!!le 1ntegrated 

510/520-nr mmt boxed.cute blast fromthe pas1 
610C/6300. nr mint. pre and monos. we love these to bits 

Lmes1age-nr m1nt.onepot spec1aLsuperb 
7-ex,b!ack.boxed 
3-ex.black.boxed 

ST70-nr m1nt stereo vafvepawer 
MP300/MF125 x2-ex. pre and monoblocks 

MA120-ex.tntegra1ed. bargam1 
PM66SeKI S1g-nr m1ntlovely amp 

PM60100SE · nr monl. boxed. champagne 
505s-ex.boxedparr monQblocks 
505s-ex.boxed pair monblocks 

205s-ex.pairrnoooblocl<.s 
Cyrus One-from 

R<11nbow · nr mint pre with phono stage 
Typhoon-nr mmt power 

Rainbow plus 2xTyphoon · nr mint fab powertiouse 
912-good.monobklckable stereopawer(2 available) 

C320BEE · nr mint. remote 
621140- nr mint. 1988 chrome bumper combo 

Na11 3-ex.boxed 
A20-nrm•nt 1ntegrated 

405-ex 
331303-nr minl 

500-good. pa•1monbklcks 
66-ex pre with system controller 

77-nr mint integra1ed 
606-ex power 

Caspian M Series -ex dem. pre and monoblocks · stunmng 
RC995-nr m•nlremolepre 

RB981. ex. black powerhouse 
Phase2-nr m1nt,boxed.blue marblestyhng 

Phase 2 Reference-as aboYe w1thphonostageetc 
AU41 prelpower -ex_ black 

Andromeda ·ex. US monsier bargain 
Andromeda Ill . nr mint. boxed 

60P-nr m1ntboxed 
Speakers 

AE1 -ex b!ack gnttex 
AE1mk3-nr mint. our dem pair 1n Piano black 

Aal1te 3-vgc.dem pa•r 111cherry 
AE2-ex. AE1 on s1er0tds1 

AE2-ex, c/w ded1cated stands 
AE505 · nr mon1. b<»o;ed rosewood 
Xenon-nrmml boxed.s1unnmg1 

580-vgc.black floorstander 
602S3-nr mintboXed Sorrento 

801S3 Matnx-ex.wa!nut 
ISls-good cood1llon.pret1y m1111a!ure 
Ches1er-goodcood1�on.mahogany 

5000-vgcribbon standmount 
M15-vgc.llght cllefry.boxed 

ES14-ex.walnut.ded1catedstands 
ES11-b<»o;ed.stands 

HB100-vgc.superb vfm 
200-new baby bookshetl.save 

204 -new. W!1!���s;�d2r. ���c:e:ial shedload 

010-nr mint.boxed 
Coda 9 · ex. rosewood 

Snearwater H 
70 centre-ex d1splayOOxed 

77ci-ex d1splay.boxed 
771 -nr m•nt. boxed. rosewood 

772 · ex. rosewood 
753-nr mm!. mul�dnver_barga1n1 
S1ud10 Centre-ex d1sptay.boxed 

Silver S8 -new sealed box 
912-ex display boxed 

Petrte Mk2-ex,boxed latestLF dfM!fSfab mon1tor 
N"T 
PMC 

QUAD 
QUAD 
REL 

VT2 -ex. piano black monster floorstand with sldefire bass dnver, amazing value 
F81-ex.cherry boxed 

ESL53-just back fromQuad 
11L-nr m1nt.boxed.btfcls eyemaple 

050-ex.black 
Rogo" ""'" 
So""°" 
Tandberg 
TDL 
Tnangle 
ViennaAc:ousllCS 
Wharledale 

Creek 
Cyrus 
a.� 
Myryad 

Nakamichl 
NakamlChr 
Ooo-0 
a,., 
Rotel 

im'" 
Tectina 

Studio Momtor -O,���vz=-
· :'tht!':'s -suit valve amps 

Prelude ·good 
Studio Mon11or -Ex. large standmount 

Studio 1-vgc.wood fimsh transmtSSIOl"lhne 
T1tus 2<l2-good.boxed 

Strauss-ex.stunn1ngnoorstanders m beech 
Pacific P130 · nr mmt boxed. !igll1 cherry excellent 

Tuners and Tape 
4030-ex.great FMquallty on a stioesznngr 

Ong1nal'M1ss1on"tuner-vgc 
ORS810-nr mmt. boxed, 3 head drawer opener 

T30-nr mint.boxed 
BX125-ex.b<»o;ed 
CR4E-vgc,black 

FM2. vgc. just back from QUAD 
66FM-nrmin! 

RT02-ex display.boxed.s1lver 
OTFM -gc. rare, matches A48mk3 etc 

X-lOOOR -nr m•nt. beautiful reel to reel engmeenng at its best 
STGT1000-ex.v rareDAB tuner 

Systems, cables and miscellaneous 

299 
99 

399 
379 
199 
299 
199 
779 
•99 
'49 
Call 
•99 
299 
199 

" 
129 
399 
"' 
249 
699 
179 
279 
799 
899 
'" 

99 
119 
199 
2•9 
199 

1749 
•99 
699 
7'9 
'49 
399 
699 
149 

1199 
179 

2'99 
6'9 

399 
199 
'19 
.. 9 
299 
899 
'29 
199 

1199 
Call 
3'9 
279 
699 
899 
249 
199 
599 
•99 
'" 
229 
699 
599 
1'9 
199 
179 
799 
899 
599 

70 
119 
1'9 
379 
119 
'" 
549 
299 
379 
179 
199 
249 
299 
299 
•99 
Call 
249 
225 
279 
329 
•99 
299 
399 
"9 

399 
'°'" 
549 
649 
899 
3'9 

1399 
149 
249 

1999 
69 

199 
199 
279 
249 
C•8 

79 
79 

269 
599 

89 
129 

reduced to 999 
69 
99 
79 
99 

3'9 
299 
599 
1'9 
249 
'" 
799 

1299 
299 
199 
199 
199 

79 
399 
199 
119 

2249 
299 

99 
79 
99 

199 
99 

425 
1'9 
279 
199 
179 
599 
399 

Audio Analogue Pnmo -CO aM Amp. ex dem 649 
AVI 2000 series -ex. Ref CD_ hne p<eamp and pa" monob!ocks -awesome! 1279 
Be�r OT880-exclem 149 
JPW 204/2001208-5.1 Speaker package new bargain. save over £2001 399 

QUAD 33/303/FMJ -nr mlflt. Quad sleeve 299 
QUAD 67/66166/606 · ex, CDITuner/PreiPower Yilth system remote \449 
OUAO 671661661606-as above nr mmt. fully boxed 1599 
OUAO 671661661606 · as above /11 mmt. fully boxed 159g 

ITEMS TO SELL? CALL US Jl.El\OJU; YOU TRADE IN - WE .,-JJ.lL GIVE YOU MORE 
COMMISSION SALES TOO! 

2nd Hand HiFi is part of 

hifisound 

30b Larchfield st, Darlington, OL3 ?TE 

01325 241888 

or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk 
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READER CLASSIFIED 
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the U K's first and 

best free private ads service for second-hand hi-fi . These pages are 

a must-read if you 're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 

want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. I t's free to 

place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 3 0 words, 

FOR SALE 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE101, 

Aegis 3, Evo 3, REL Q200e £500. 

Pioneer DVD 717, multichannel 

amp (E08), Phillips CDR775, 

£500. 020 8539 4441 (London). 

AMPHION valve monoblocks 

6C33C, 12 AX7, 12 AU7. Class A. 

12 wpc, gold, chrome and glass. 

Spare valves, boxed, superb, 

£1,250. 01202 481386 (Dorset). 

ARCAM ASS with phono stage, 

£475 plus PSS power amp, £325. 

Both black and in excellent 

condition. Buy together, get free 

0.Sm Straightwire Rhapsody 11 

interconnect plus eight metre 

Chord Odyssey speaker cable. 

Steve 01928 716035 (Cheshire). 

ARCAM ASS integrated 

amplifier, silver, boxed, one year 

old, mint, £425 ovno. 

01803 873070 daytime or 

01803 400708 evening (Devon). 

ARCAM CD7SE slight display 

fault, £80 only. Denon DM31 

with Tanoy M2s, mint, £ 150 or 

sell separately. Mr Walker 020 

8352 0653 or 020 8411 6711 

(North London). 

AUDIO RESEARCH LS3 preamp 

black, boxed, manual, (£2,000) 

£550. Meridian 566 24-bit DAC, 

balanced, phono, boxed, manual, 

(£1,300) £550. Both in great 

condition. Henry 07710 382582 

(Middlesex). 

AVI S2000 MC CD player, good 

condition boxed, remote, £400 

ono. Please call 01782 397971 

(Staffs). 

Above� Cyrus CD8x CD player 

AUDIONOTE ZERO preamp, CD 

transport, DAC, monoblocks, AZ 

two floorstanders, cables etc, 

(£3,000) £1,700 01992 

300713(Herts) 

AVI BIGGATRON RED spot 

speakers, superb sound, mid 

range as to ESL 63. Mint, cherry, 

boxed, serial nos 533/534, 

£280. 01903 247779 (Sussex). 

B&O TEAK and silver units, all as 

new. Beogram 1102 turntable, 

£40. Beocord 1101 cassette 

recorder, £40. Pair S35 speakers, 

£40. Pair SSO speakers, £50 or 

£150 the lot. Plus Technics CD 

player as new, model SL-P202A, 

£75. 020 8868 3103 

(Middlesex). 

BEL CANTO DAC 2, true 

24-bit/192kHz upsampling, zero 

jitter, Wadia sound without Wadia 

price, £520 ono. 07979 903989 

(Bristol). 

CELESTION 9 speakers, £60. 

Technics 8077k amp, £60. 

Monitor Audio 852MD speakers 

with stands, £ 150. Aiwa F640 

three head cassette, £50. 01708 

457691 (Hornchurch). 

CYRUS CD6 silver, Oct 2004, 

boxed, manuals, receipt and 

remote, (£600) £450. Julian 

01132 933478 (Leeds). 

CYRUS coax £750. ProAc 2.5 

speakers, cherry, £1,200. Both 

excellent condition, collect only 

028 4176 4088 (N.lreland) 

DNM interconnects, plus Chord 

and QED. Mint, bargain prices. 

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town or 

county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to: 

dan.george@futurenet. co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified, 

Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London Wl U 

6FP. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only. 

Sennheiser HD540 reference 

headphones, mint, £60. 07801 

931940 (Kent) 

DYNAUDIO BARGAINS! 

Special 25, new in Masser Birch, 

£2,000. 1.4s new, £1,000 Also 

Audience 42s,52s and 82s. 

01732 741883 (Kent). 

ELECTROCOMPANIET AW120 

DMB power amps (two of), dual 

mono, balanced, Class A, 2xl20 

watts/eight ohms. Excellent 

condition, latest models, £1,350 

ono or both, £2,500. 01234 

302769 (Beds) 

IMPULSE H2 floorstanding horn 

loaded speakers. Awesome 

dynamics, high sensitivity (94dB), 

(£2,250) £690. Pair of 

Robertson 4010 amps, one needs 

attention, offers. Marantz CD63, 

£40. 07974 274615 (Yorks). 

JOHN BOWERS ACTIVE ONE 

active monitors. 300 wpc (Swiss 

amplification). Just serviced, 

technically and sonically 

stunning. P/ex Vintage Chapman 

amplification). Serious offers only. 

Buyer collects. Scottie 07762 

021618 after 4pm (Hove). 

JMLAB ELEKTRA 90S speakers 

three-way stand mounts, cherry, 

bi-wirable, wonderful condition, 

(£1,250) £550 ovno. 07795 

552220 (Birmingham). 1:1 

BUYING TIPS 

WANTED 

CYRUS PSX-R silver in good 

working order. For details 

call 07977 185216 (Kent). 

DENON ORM 790R cassette 

recorder. Details 01684 573607 

(Worcestershire). 

KENWOOD DMF-9020S 

Minidisc deck. Russ 07883 

008986 (Mid Clam, S. Wales). 

KRELL FPB 300/ 200 or 

Gamut/Sirius D200. 

Interconnect and speaker cable 

from Transparent, Kimber Select 

or Cardas. 07973 220663 

(Leicester). 

MARANTZ CD-84, gold, vgc, 

wil I pay excel lent price. 

07745 804320 (Cambs). 

MUSICAL FIDELIT Y A308CR 

power amp and Clearlight Audio 

Aspekt rack or Finite Element 

pagode E 14 four tier. 

Andy 0115 9126424 (Mids) 

MITCHELL GYRODEC or SE. 

Good condition please. 

Mr Hartley 01469 540255 

(North Lincolnshire). 

ROYD MINSTREL loudspeakers, 

any finish, but must be in PWO. 

Alternatively, new main driver 

units. John 0161 439 5122 

(Stockport). 

Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 

bet than a brand-new product if the price is right. 

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 

something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 

from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 

ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. 

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 

amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 

component could be trouble - have a proper dem, and judge the seller 

as well as the goodsl 
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FOR SALE 

Cl KEF MODEL 40B subwoofer player, Mission 760 speakers, El,150 ono. Excellent review HFN 
150w amplifier, (£750) accept Target wall mount speaker stands, Jan 05 01257 415541 eve or 
£300. 01245 381810 (Essex). all immaculate condition with 079B5 870560 day (Lanes) 
KEF Q35 speakers (black), Ratel instruction manuals and good MUSICAL FIDELITY The Pre 
RA971 amp, Ratel RT850 AC quality interconnects, £150 Amp II and two Typhoon power 
tuner, Denon DCD435 CD player. 01444 241350 (West Sussex) amps, 140 watt monoblocs, 
All in excellent condition, £450 MARANTZ PM8200 amp, £250ono. Denon DCD-510 II CD 
the lot. 01702 554670 or 07779 (£500) £200. Prestige condition player (£1,350) £350. Chord 
660289 (Essex) and genuine bargain 07903 Chorus O.Sm interconnects 
KRELL 300iL amplifier, very 6133418 (London). £90ono. 01582 7 58049 (Luton) 
good sound and condition, MERIDIAN DSPSOOO Mkl MUSICAL FIDELITY X Cans V2, 
£1,800. Ruark Talisman Ill loudspeakers also Meridian 500 (new valves) with XPSU. Excellent, 
speakers still in box, El.OOO. John transport system. All with original boxed, £150. AMC CVT3030 
07881 525577 (Essex). boxes, instructions, cables, and classic valve/mosfet amplifier. 
KRELL KSL preamp. Excellent remote. Genuine enquiries only Boxed as new £250 01708 
condition, classic preamp. Can be 01383 413695 or 07971 632162 344334 ( Romford, Essex). 
seen working. Bargain for a Krell (Dunfermline). NAO 350 amp (unused), £150 
at £450. Call Ken on 07917 MONITOR AUDIO GR10 two Ratel TR-850 AL tuner, £50. 
0213 28 (Cambridgeshire). months old, boxed, just run in, Marantz CD-73, £50. KEF 
LFD integrated amp. Priced to perfect oak speakers, (£800) Cadenza speakers, £50. 0121 
sell at £200. 01438 743807 £625. Tony 07921 871575 3547261 (Sutton Coldfield). 
(Herts) (Durham). NAO C352 amp, £250. Katana 
LINN LP12 turntable. Nairn MORDAUNT-SHORT speakers CD, £500, both new. 2x3 metres 
preamp. Nairn 250 power amps. MS5 l 0, black, very good n"ick, QED silver anniversary bi-wire 
Pioneer tuner. BXl cassette. 0121 (£120) f50ono. TAG Mclaren £30. 01189 860951 (Reading). 
353 3019 (Sutton Coldfield) Avant Garde 100x4 in silver, mint, NAIM NAIT 3 £250. Nairn 3.5 
LINN TROIKA cartridge, £345. great for biamping E 1,200 ono. CD player, £500. Castle Severn 2 
Leak Stereo Fetic tuner, £55. CARVER preamp C-1 in silver and speakers, £250. Complete system 
Audiotech Tables x2, £55 each. Carver TFM-42 power amp in for £850 with receipt, manuals, 
01344 773465 (Berks). black, £500ono. 01639 774144 remote and cables included. Can 
MANA five tier amplifier stand, (Port Talbot) demo Peter 01832 735521 
£300. Buyer collects. 020 8365 MUSICAL FIDELITY X-80 (Northants) 
3622 (North London) integrated amplifier, brand new, NORDOST VISHNU power 
MANTRA/ MUSICIAN/ boxed, unused, £260. Also an cable, two months old, just burnt 
ORTOFON turntable, black, X-A 1 Musical Fidelity integrated in, (£450) £350. Tony 020 8374 
boxed, little used, offers. George amplifier with manual, lovely 9788 (London) 
01400 281206 fEast Midlands) sound. Please call Rob, 01743 NOTTINGHAM ANALOG 

MARANTZ CD17 Mkll, two 344212 after 6pm (Shrewsbury). Hyperspace, white, with new 
years old, mint, black, box, MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 RB250, £949. Townsend Rock 
manual. Genuine reason for sale. integrated, excellent condition, with lid/plinth, new RB250, 
Excellent sound, (£800) boxed, £250. Dave 01932 £425. Both good condition and 
f465ono. 07816 851751 (Surrey). great sound. Can email pies. Phil 
853331 (Worthing). MUSICAL FIDELITY AS 020 8991 2911 or email 
MARANTZ PM30SE amplifier integrated amplifier, 250wpc, p.hodsman@demcointeriors.com 
(no tone controls) Technics CD boxed, mint, little used (fl,500) or (Ealing). 

r-----------------------------------

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT 
To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form 

below Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly 

also include your telephone number and home town or county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone. 

Name _____________ _ Advertisement __________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

Daytime telephone 

Date---------------

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO: 

Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London Wl U 6FP. 

ONIX INTEGRATED amplifier 
(0A21) excellent condition, £90, 
will post for £10. 01782 785734 
(Staffs) 
PMC FBl speakers, black ash, 
£750. Musical Fidelity X-ray V3 
CD player £600. A3.2CR power 
amp, £550. Terry 020 482 0363 
(Enfield) 
PMC TB2 speakers in oak with 
stands, £700. Sugden A21 Class 
A amp, £350. 01487 814015 
(Cambs) 
PROAC RESPONSE 1 SC cherry, 
boxed and in excellent condition, 
(fl,199) accept, £650 Steve 
01282 475167 days or 01457 
876570 after 6pm (Saddleworth, 
Lancashire) 
QUAD 11 L new 2005 model, 
Rosewood, boxed, guarantee, 
£27 5. Quad 34 grey, phono, late, 
mint, £195. Quad 66 CD top case 
scratched, serviced. 01332 
528632 after 6pm (Kent) 
QUAD 12L hi-fi speakers, maple 
birds eye lacquer, deluxe finish, 
boxed, mint, (£500) £350. 07891 
533084 (Swansea). 
QUAD 306 power amp and 34 
preamp 20-150 watt. Great 
British amp, looks superb, vgc. 
01453 762290 (Gloucs) 
QUAD 405-2 amplifier, boxed, 
f200ono. Clive 01732 882530 
(Kent) 
QUAD 606 power amp in 
immaculate condition with 
manual, leads and original 
packaging, £295. Andy 01280 
703433 or email andy.lamb@dsl. 
pipex.com (Northants). 
RUSS ANDREWS 2x3ft 
Reference Powercord, perfect 
condition, £120. Michael 01772 
7 52379 (Preston). 
SENNHEISER HD580 

headphones, very little use, 
(£200) Mint £70 01278 782622 
after 7pm (Bridgwater). 
TEAC HI-FI system amplifier 
AH500, TH500 tuner, RH500 
cassette RH500, CD PDH500 
plus Mission 731 speakers. £295 
Tony 07957 354064 or 01277 
633660 (Brentwood) 
WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 7 

speakers, £70. Yamaha NS-C80 
centre speaker, £25, processor 
DSP-E390, £120. MS815 
speakers, £100. Technics 
ST-GT350 tuner, £30. Nick 01223 
413614 (Cambridge). 

8 SECOND HAND BUYER summer 2005 ; 



LINN 

-

For Sale 

PERFORMANCE MULTI-CHANNEL 

MUSIC/HOME THEATRE SYSTEM 

containing four components, all 

virtually brand new, complete with 

original packaging & manufacturer's 

warranties: high-fidelity CD player, 

DVD (Audio & Video) player, SACD 

player and a comprehensive AV 

processor. A bargain at £2,995 

the lot. (Same price as the Linn 

UNIDISK SC player I've replaced 

them with). For more info/specs 

etc.. phone 0500 888909 and 

ask for lvor. I'm also open to offers 

for my rather attractive multi-shelf 

equipment rack. 

The New UNIDISK SC universal disc player with integrated surround sound processing and control. A complete pitch-accurate 

source and control component from the leaders in true-convergence technology. For more information or to arrange a demonstration 

e-mail helpline@linn.co.uk or call us on 0500 888909. www.linn.co.uk 
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