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Rotel 06 Series Take a look. Imagine that 

it looked a bit more extravagant. You 

know: LEDs to light up the room. Knobs, 

buttons and sockets in abundance. If we 

gave the 06 Series looks like that on top of 

its sublime sound, you would have to pay 

maybe four times as much for it. T he thing 

is, we don't think you should pay excep

tional sums for exceptional sound. And 

thanks to our policy of spending ever y 

penny maximising the performance of our 

separates, it just means there isn't much 

left for unnecessar y design flourishes. We 

think it's all about the music. Take a listen 

and judge for yourself. www.rotel.com 
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Exceptional sound 
No exceptions 

B&W Group (UK Sales) 

T +44 (0)1903 221 500 

uksales@bwgroup.com 

www.rotel.com 

ROTEL..: 



A former HFC editor, Dan is a hi-fi nut whose Richard is a professional Alan began his 
Paul has been writing dream came true when musician, recording journalistic career in the 
about his beloved hi-fi he became HFCs engineer and a highly early 1990s. Now a 
hobby for nearly 30 reviews editor. Armed knowledgeable hi-fi successful freelancer, 
years. In that time he with a bristling contacts analyst to boot He has you too can benefit from 
has become one of the book and a pair of a knack for writing his extensive hi-fi 
world's most respected razor-sharp ears, he about complicated knowledge, from purist 
scribes and probably ensures that only subjects in a readable two-channel stereo to 
the UK's foremost interesting products way - and he only 

make it into HFC. writes for HFC. 

• Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has del ivered the world's most thorough, 
no-nonsense guide to buying h igh-perfo rmance h i -fi. 

• We now publ i sh  13 issues a yea r, i n c l u d i n g  two spec i a l  editions: 
The Collection, an issue ded icated to the f inest h igh-end 
co mponents, a nd The Hi-Fi Awards -the most i m porta nt a n n u a l  
awa rds i n  t h e  h i-fi ca lendar_ 

• Every issue conta ins a potent mix  of the latest h i -fi news, vi ews, 
m usic, interviews and in-depth tests, b rought to you by a prestigious 
tea m of expert writers from the U K  and a round the world. 

• We only review the most i n teresti ng and worthy new h i-fi 
components -high-performa nce a u d i o  products a cross a wide 
ra nge of pr ice points. We obta i n  more gen u i n e  h i -fi exc lus ives 
t h a n  a ny other m a gazine -if it's worthy of your a ttention ,  you ' l l  
rea d  about it  fi rst i n  Hi-Fi Choice. 

• O u r  tests a re the most rigo rous in the bu siness, conducted by the 
U K's m ost experienced team of h i -fi reviewers. 

• Alongside i n-depth component reviews and a ccessory round-u ps, 
every regu l a r  issue of Hi-Fi Choice featu res an Ultimate Croup 
Test on a core h i -fi prod uct category -from source com ponents to 
a mps a n d  spea kers. 

Each Ultimate Croup Test is conducted us ing a unique ly thorough 
th ree-step test regime. Th is  consists of ca refu l l y  contro l led 'b l ind' and 
sighted l istening sessi ons, a fu l l  set of l a boratory tests and extended 
'h ands on' testing by the p ri m a ry reviewer. No oth er  magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensu re accurate co mpa rative reviews. 

• Compo nents that best meet our exacti ng sta n d a rds a re l i sted 
in the Buyer's Bible sect ion -the world's most rel i ab le  reference 
gu ide  for the h i -fi buyer. 

• That's why Hi-Fi Choice is . . .  

The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home 

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside--------=-�� ---- --

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information ------"419: 
Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a product---------

ART DUDLEY 
Alvin has been writing An award-winning Jason previously edited One of the most 
about his obsession for journalist, David's sharp HFC, but can now be respected commentators 
more than 20 years. In ears and equally sharp found in the wilds of on the American hi-fi 
that time he has powers of description Sussex indulging scene, Art has written 
contributed his are a valuable mix for himself with the very for Hi-Fi Heretic, Sounds 

HFC. He also writes best hi-fi money can Like and Listener. 
about cars, but who buy. His own system is Among other things, he 
needs the latest Lotus simply sensational and is currently US journal 

his love of music knows Stereophile's 
no bounds 'editor at large'. 
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ONKYO 
D-31 2E 
� Des igned as the 
'O perfect partner  

to On kyo's powerfu l 
A-9755 d i g ita l 
amp l if ier u nve i l ed l ast 
month (HFC 279) , the 
new D-3 1 2 E  
sta nd mount  
loudspeaker  uses 
advanced d rive u n it 
techno logy that's 
c l a i med to de l iver 

speed, deta i l  and low colo rat ion .  The spea ker's 40cm R i n g  D rive Tweeter is  c la imed to 
ach ieve p iston-l i ke operat ion to lOOkHz, g ivi ng  it the reach of a supe r-tweete r. The 
pa rtner ing proprieta ry M icro F i b re bass/m i d  u n it featu res a th ree- layer constru ct ion of 
cotton weave, a ram i d  and po lythene .  Th is  makes it th i n ,  yet l i g ht and ri g i d  fo r accu rate 
t ra ns ient reproduct ion ,  accord i n g  to On kyo. 
Price El,300 per pa i r  Due now e 01 494 681 5 1 5  G www.onkyo.co . uk  
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MARTIN LOGAN 
VISTA 
� Vi sta is M a rti n loga n 's latest 
'O e l ectrostatic speake r  - a 

more afforda ble pa ne l  featu ri n g  
n ew  tech no logy, a d ra mat ical ly 
downs ized ca b i net, p lus g reater 
leve ls of effic iency. The speaker 
i n c l udes M L's p rop ri eta ry XStat 
tra nsd ucer pa ne l housed in a n  
a l u m i n i u m  composite fra me, p l u s  a 
200mm a l u m i n i u m  cone bass d river 

fo r the low stuff It 's c l a i med 
Vi sta 's crossove r uses new 
i n -house tech no logy to 
create "sea m l ess d river 
i nteg rat ion"  
Price £3,000 per pa i r  
Due now 
e 020 8971 3909 
<i'' www.ma rt i n l ogan .com 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
INCOGNITO 
� I n cogn ito is Ca m bridge  Aud io's new low cost 
'O mu l t i room system.  The package uses sta nda rd 
CAT-5 cabli ng  to send a ud i o  ( and  optional ly v ideo) to 
fou r  ma i n  zones and  fou r  su b-zones per u n it. The ma i n  
h u b, wh i c h  ca n be  s ituated close to a h i -fi system, has 
i n puts for s ix sou rce components, fou r  of wh ich ca n be 
p layed s i m u lta neously. The system is operated by 
i n -wa l l  keypads (p ictu red below) and remote contro l s, plus 
there's a n  active speaker opt ion ( u s i ng  a Class D d i g ital 
amp) that requ i res j u st a remote. I ncog n ito is  sa id  to be 
compati ble with v i rtu a l ly a l l  h i -fi b ra nds, but is  des i gned 
to match closely with Ca mbridge Aud io's own e l ectron i cs. 
Price £ 1 ,690 (fou r  zone system with spea kers) Due now 
e 0870 900 1 000 "'' www.ca m br idge-a ud io .com 

. . 
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PRIMARE CDI 10 
� I nteg rated h i -f i from Pri ma  re has a rrived 1 The compact, a l l - i n -one CDI 1 0  i s  a CD/receiver offe ri n g  75  
'Cl watts per cha nne l ,  a DAB/ FM tuner  and  cutti ng-edge Class-D d i g ita l amp l i fi cation .  It s ha res the same CD 

tra nsport as the CD3 1 ,  w i th  24-bit/ 1 96kHz  upconversi on  fo r CD a nd  DAB sou rces. A l l  a u d i o s i gna l s  a re 
ba l a nced to remove no ise before the amp l if icatio n  stage  and  the u n it is fu l ly RS23 2  contro l l a b le .  There's a l so a 
g rap h i c  d i sp lay a n d  fasc ia -mou nted headphone/a ud i o  i n put con nect ion fo r perso na l  a ud i o  p l aye rs. 
Price £ 1 ,495  Due now w 0 1423  3 59054 ""www. pri m a re .net 

TANNOY GLENAIR 
� Ta nnoy's Prest ige ra nge has a new add it ion 'Cl cal led the G l e na i r. Desp ite its more "modern"  

styl i ng ,  the tra pezo idal  ca b i net reta i n s  the p lywood 
constru cti on  and ha rdwood mou l d i ngs common  to the 

ra nge .  I t  a l so sha res Ta nnoy's 
d ual-concentr ic d river a rray 
in a whopp i ng  380mm 
confi g u rat ion ,  compr i s i ng  a 
paper co ne and  a 3 3 m m  
a l u m i n i u m  tweeter. The 
sizea ble 1 5 - l i tre box sports 
a c l a i med sens it iv ity of 
9 5 d B  and  a useful 
frequency response ra ng i n g  
from 3 2 Hz to  2 5 kHz .  
Price £4,000 per pa i r  
Due now 
w 0 1 2 3 6  4201 99 
''  www.ta nnoy.com 

0 

Q ACOUSTICS 1000 SERIES 
� A brand  new B rit ish speaker b ra nd  ca l l ed 
'Cl Q Acoust ics has been l au nched by Armou r  
Home E lectron i cs. AH E's des ign tea m - with t h e  he l p  
of re nowned speaker des ig ne r  Ka rl H e i nz Fi n k  - has  
created a comp letely new, six-strong l i ne-up .  Ca l l ed the 
1 00 Ser ies , the sextet comprises two sta ndmou nts, two 
fl oorsta nders, a centre spea ker and  su bwoofer. Every 
component is  opti m ised for 
each mode l ,  with common  
featu res i n cl u d i n g  a m icro 
polyeste r weave tweeter and  
L i n kwitz- R i l ey crossovers. The 
spea kers a re ava i l a b l e  i n  
b lack, cherry a nd  beech .  
Expect a rev iew soon. 
Price from f 1 00 to £330  
per pa i r  Due now 
w 0 1279  50l l l l  
"'' www.a rmou rhe.co. u k  

0 0 
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€> HAPPENINGS 

® The Insider 
iTHIS MONTH HF.c iTALKS TO ... 

Job Title: Founder I MD . · · ·1 
MICHAEL CREEK 

I Company: Creek Audio, Epos � .. � 
What's your most exciting product in 
development at the moment? 
We're developing a Destiny power a m p  that will 
extend the performance of the Destiny range 

What's the future of hi-fi? 
Hi-fi is seeing a resurgence and interest in audio 

products 1s greater now than for some time 

What's the most innovative product 
you've encountered recently? 
Wireless music servers I would market one as 

well, 11 I could .  

DVD Audio or SACD and why? 
I prefer SACD - 1t offers an increase 1n 
resolution over CD and 1s backwards compatible 

v11th CD players 1f required 

Is the universal player the future of CD? 
I question the accu racy of a single decoder to 

produce the best results from a l l  formats 

CD or vinyl - and why? 
After many years of vinyl add iction I now have a 
larger library of CD, mainly due to the easier 
ava1la bll1ty of new releases and porta bi lity I sti l l  
en1oy experi menting to find the buried wea lth 
of 1nformat1on that exists w1th1n vinyl 

Who is the h;.fi designer right now? 
Without doubt Bob Stuart and his team at 

Meridian Aud io 

® Hi·Fi Diary 
MAY 
25-28 High End 2006 

The MOC, Munich, Germany 

+49 202 02022 
A chance to dream at the world's 

finest h1-fi 

SEPTEMBER 

1-6 IFA 2006 
Messe Berlin, Germany 
Europe's biggest consumer electronics 

show returns to Berlin for 2006 

23-24 The Hi-Fi & Home Entertainment Show 
Renaissa nce Hotel, Heathrow, London 

020 8726 8000 
London's longesuunning hi-(1 show 
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February 2006.· Paul Messenger goes West in 

search of the UK's best hi-fi show 

N ow i n  its 1 9th yea r, Br i sto l Sou nd  & Vis ion ,  
o rgan ised w i th  a d m i rab l e  effic iency i n  l ate 
Febru a ry by dea l e rs Aud io  Exce l l e nce and  

Aud io  T, i s  now u n questi onab l y  B rita i n 's lead i n g  
a n n ua l  h i -fi event Th is yea r's show was as successfu l 
a n d  busy as its p redecessors, with mo re than  1 00 
sta nds a n d  near ly  200 d iffe rent b ra nds  on show. 
New prod ucts were p l ent i fu l ,  but the re was a lso a n  
i nteresti ng  debate on  futu re technolog ies d u ri n g  a 
packed Fr iday eve n i n g  p ress conference. 

The questio n  of whether  B l u - ray or H D- DVD wi l l  
succeed DVD m i g ht not seem part i cu l a r ly re l eva nt 
to the h i -fi stereo scene, but these futu re ' h i g h  
defi n i t ion '  fo rmats have j u st as much  potenti a l  to 
de l ive r ' h i g h -ba nd '  d i g ita l a ud i o  as the aud io-on l y  
SACD o r  DVD-A formats. S i n ce SACD and  DVD-A 
have both fa i l ed to become s i g n if ica nt forces on 
the softwa re scene ,  B l u - ray o r  H D-DVD cou l d  
potenti a l ly fi l l  t h e  h i -fi g a p .  B u t  aga i n ,  t h e  mere 
existence of two riva l fo rmats r isks that each cou l d  
k i l l  the other  before e i t he r  gets esta b l i shed .  As 
Merd i a n's Bob Stu a rt sage ly commented: " I n  the 
batt l e  between  DVD-A a nd  SACD, the i Pod won" .  

Nosta l g i a  is  now a s i g n i ficant h i -fi force, 
l o ng  led by Ta nnoy. I ts m i n iscu le  Autograph  M i n i  
l oudspeaker borrows styl i n g  from t h e  g iga nt ic 
1 9 50s GRF. From a more recent era ,  Aco ustic 

Energy has an AE 1 C lass ic, reprod uc i ng  the 
Pro-or iented nea rfi e l d  mon itor that l a u nched the 
b rand  in 1 985 .  And i t  was good to see the Rogers 

LS3 /5a at a h i -fi show aga i n .  

"The most extreme demonstration was in the 
Living Voice room, where the system was entirely 
powered by industrial-looking gel batteries." 

Meri d i a n  is bus i l y  hedg i ng its bets with whatever 
fo rmat the futu re may b ri n g .  The compa ny has 
recent ly imp roved i ts  h i g h-end  v ideo ca pab i l i t ies by 
tea m i n g  u p  with v ideo p rocess i ng  b rand  Fa roudja. 

However, the l a u nch of a new £ 1 , 695  G06 
sta nda l one  CD p layer ( rep l aci ng  the G07 ) shows 
that it's not i g no ri n g  reg u l a r  stereo CD .  

Stereo h i -fi , especi a l l y  of the more upma rket 
va ri ety, rema i n s  a l ive, we l l ,  a n d  worth ta k i ng  
serious ly. Li n n  Prod u cts has a b ra n d  new Maj i k  
stereo m us ic system,  compris i ng  CD p l ayer, Kontro l  
p rea mp l if ier a n d  2 1 00 power amp l i fi e r, a l l  u s i ng  
L i n n 's switch-mode power s upp l ies a n d  fac i l itati ng  
futu re upg rade  to  active d rive. And trad it i o na l l y  
budget-o r iented N A D  has moved u pma rket w i t h  its 
de l ic ious- look i ng  Master series. 

Less fa m i l i a r  h i g h-end e l ectron i cs were seen from 
New Zea l a nd  bra n d  P l i n i u s  a nd  French bra n d  
Ca i rn. Au d io  Reference ha s  added t h e  Aesthetix 

ra nge a l ongs ide  i ts Gamut components, a n d  
R u a rk i s  bri n g i n g  i n  a n u m ber  o f  systems fro m 
Ch i nese bra n d  Vincent. 

We were imp ressed by KEF's new KHT3 000 
series, which a re cons iderab ly beefed AV packages 
i nsp i red by the very successfu l KHT2000-ser ies 
'eggs', with s l i g ht ly l a rger  sate l l ites and a 'flyi ng  
saucer' su bwoofer. 

Bu t  the p rett i est newcomer  awa rd must s u re ly go  
to  Vivid Aud i o, for its two-way ' bookshe lf' Vl, 
a l ongs i de  its s l i g ht ly l a rger  sta nd  mou nt Vl .5 
sta b lemate. And fo r those seek i ng  maxi m u m  
d i scret ion ,  t h e  trend  towa rds h i g h-perfo rmance 
' h a ng-on-the-wa l l '  spea kers conti n u es with new 
mode ls  l i ke Spender's Aero and Tote m's Tri be. 

The most extreme demonstrat ion was in the 
Livi ng Vo ice room,  where the system was ent i re ly 
powered ,  v ia two l a rge  i nverters, by severa l  sq ua re 
feet of very i n d ustri a l - l ook i ng  ge l  batte ries. 

As a measu re of success, the show now stretches 
across n ine f loors a nd  even had sepa rate h i -fi a n d  
home c i n ema  zones. I n  fact, t h e  Ma rri ott hote l 's 
exh i b i t ion space was over- booked to such a n  
extent that t h e  poss i b i l i ty o f  u s i n g  a second  hote l 
next yea r  is u nde r  d i scuss ion .  Ro l l  on 20071 H FC 



1. Living Voice 'battery-powered' system 

2. Acoustic Energy AEl Classic speaker 

3. Plinius CD-101 CD player 

4. Vivid Audio Vl 'bookshelf' speaker 

5. Vincent valve monoblock power amps 

6. Linn Majik hi-fi system 

7. Tannoy Autograph Mini speaker 

8. Meridian/Faroudja F DP-DILA projector 



audiofile • 
• • 
••• 

• • • • 
® DISPATCHES 

Podnessabounds 
What will become of the iPod mini system? 

T he re a re many h i -fi compan ies that have 
bo lstered the i r  fi na nces by ri d i n g  on the 

coat-ta i l s  of the App le  i Pod .  App le  makes the 
record i n g  device that se l l s  by the crate- load ,  
othe r  compa n ies del iver the spea ker systems to 
b ri n g  that porta b l e  a u d i o  to the home .  Who 
ca res that you m i g ht be chea pe n i n g  the name 
of the b ra n d  by  tu rn i n g  out m i d -fi 
performa nce) I f  it's wh ite p l astic a n d  ca l l ed 
' i -Someth i n g ', it's a su re-fi re h it. 

Unt i l  now that is .  App le  has l a u nched its own 
i Pod H i - F i ,  a £250  s l ab  of speaker that the 
Cu pert i no-based computer me isters cl a i m  
br ings mus i c  a t  h o m e  i nto t h e  2 1  st Centu ry. 

14 Hl·fl CHOICE I june 2006 

"They will still sell in internet and non-Apple 
high street stores, but the days of making 
sweet cider in the Apple Store are over." 
'What App le  d i d  fo r porta b le  a u d io '  goes the 
log i c, 'App le  wi l l  do at home ,  too . '  It's 
su rpr is i ng l y  b u l ky for an App le  p rod uct, but 
w i l l  l i kely se l l  in d roves. 

Here's why. Many of the p rev ious com peti ng  
mode l s  - such  as des i g n s  from Bose, Tivo l i ,  J B L  
a n d  Altec- La nc i ng  - have been pushed as ide i n  
Apple Stores a round  t h e  wor ld to make space 
for the i Pod H i - F i .  The cheaper eq u i pment w i l l  
sti l l  b e  demonstrated, u nt i l  a m i n i -vers ion  of 
the i Pod H i -F i  l a u nches. Th i s  is not good news 
for a ny company competi ng  with App le: 
suddenly, you r  p rod uct is be i ng  demonstrated 
on an un fa i r  p lay i ng  fi e l d ,  as the i n creas i ng  
n u m be r  of App le  Stores fast become the key 
p l ace to l i ste n to these t h i ngs .  

Worse, Apple changes the form facto r of the 
i Pod on a reg u l a r  ba5 is .  P i n  l ocati ons  and the 
phys ica l  d i mens ions  of the i Pod a l l  change 
su btly from iterat ion to  iterati on .  

Manu factu re rs of i Pod docks a re g iven 
re lat ively short not ice on  these changes to new 
i Pods, but now - with an i n-house 
manu factu re r  prod uc i ng  dock i ng  prod ucts -
you ca n g u a ra ntee one manu factu re r  w i l l  have 
a dock ready for new prod ucts as they l a u nch -
the App le  H i - F i .  Another issue: betti ng the 
a ud i o  fa rm on so ca pr ic ious a compa ny as 
App le  was a lways l i kely to be p rob lematic. 
"We're not mak i ng  a video i Pod" says Steve 
Jobs t ime a nd  ti me aga i n  ... u nt i l  it's t ime to 
l a u nch a v ideo i Pod .  Same with h i -fi . 

But, App le  isn't j u st ta k i ng  on  riva l p rod ucts, 
it's cha l l e n g i n g  the h i -fi i n d u stry in its ent i rety. 
Th row out a l l  that d u l l  ol' h i -fi system and  
engage  w i t h  t he  wh iteness of the App l e  futu re. 
Okay, it looks l i ke a wh ite p l astic centre 
cha nne l  spea ker with some g ra b  h a nd l es 
gauged out of the s i des, but it's got an App le  
logo, so who ca res' 



Pu l l  off the g ri l l e  a nd  the d rive r comp l ement 
co mprises two 80mm 'wide-ra nge' d rivers and 
a s ing le  1 3 0 m m  bass u n it i n  a ported, res i n  
ca b i n et. I t  ca n ru n off the ma i ns or  a sextet of 
D-ce l l  batte r ies a n d  the sou n d  is  nowhere near  
the potent i a l  of the i Pod itse l f. App le 's specs 
p l ace the u pper l i m it of the i Pod H i -F i  at 
l 6kHz, but it w i l l  strugg l e  to rep l ace a nyth i n g  
l a rger  t h a n  a decent c lock rad i o  i n  rea l i ty. 

It 's not the h i -fi manu factu re rs who need be 
worri ed ,  though .  It 's the peop l e  mak i ng  i Pod 
systems. They w i l l  sti l l  se l l  in i nternet a n d  
non-App le h i g h  street stores, b u t  t h e  days of 
mak i ng  sweet c ider in the App le  Store a re over. 

began his journalistic career in the 

early 1990s. He hos since become one of the 

hi-fi and AV industry's most respected scribes 

iProd 
David's no longer poking fun at the iPod 

I s u ppose it had to happen  sooner  or later. An 
App le  i Pod has l eft d ista nt o rb it, speared 

th rough  the atmosphere and l a nded on my 
desk .  I thought  I cou l d  i g no re it, coun t  myse l f  
one of the l u cky ones who had n't succu m bed 
to its t ime-wast i ng  cha rms. After a l l , why 
wou l d  I need one' My house is  so fu l l  of h i -fi 
systems, there isn 't the room to shake a stick at 
them.  And I hate head phones. I mea n, I m i gh t  
l ook  at it, prod it, ma rvel a t  t he  ease with 
wh ich  it s l i ps i nto my pocket. But use it as the 
g reat App le  in the sky i ntended? Not a chance. 

F i rst, I u nwra pped my 2GB black Nano. N i ce. 
Then I b i n ned the headphones, wh ich  must be 
worth a l l  of seve ra l pence .  Next I down loaded 
some l ossl ess m us ic  fi l es from iTu nes onto my 
Apple Mac l a ptop and ,  from there, to the Nano .  
Then I p l ug ged it i nto a very expens ive Na irn  
system occu pyi ng  my  l i ste n i n g  room for a 
Beautiful Systems featu re (see next issue) .  Why, 
exactly? J u st to see what wou l d  ha ppen .  

And . . .  i t ' s  the futu re. Vast amou nts of mus ic  
a re a l ready be i ng  pu rchased and down loaded 
o n l i ne. B roadcaste rs, i n c l u d i n g  the BBC, a re 
p rod uc i ng  Podcasts. And stori ng  CDs i n  a 
computer i n stead of on she lves is a n  
i ncreas i ng ly  popu l a r  activity. And  severa l 
respected B rit ish h i -fi manu factu rers have 
sta rted to recommend  i n corporati ng you r  c::i 

The ep ithet fo r DCC was written 
a l most before the fo rmat was 
l a u n ched .  I t  seemed l i ke a g reat 
i dea at the t ime: P h i l i ps' D ig ita l 

Compact Cassette used ta pes that were s im i l a r  
i n  form factor t o  compact cassette, except that 
the vu l nerab l e  tape path was protected by a 
s l i d i n g  cover. Best of a l l ,  t hough ,  it featu red the 
word 'd i g ita l '  i n  the t it le .  At the t ime,  ' d i g ita l '  
sti l l  mean t  someth i n g  fresh ,  new and  very 
h i -tech. J u st l i ke those new d i g ita l mob i l e  
phone  networks that were fast rep l ac i ng  t he  
a na logue  ea r ly adopter fo rmats at the t ime .  

The t ime  was 1 992 ,  by wh i ch  t ime CD was i n  
fu l l  swi ng ,  a n d  the wor ld was look i ng  for a 
v i ab l e  rep l acement for compact cassette, wh ich  
by then was p ract ica l l y  u b i q u itous .  Sony had 
j u st l a u nched its p re-em ptive stri ke i n  the form 
of M i n i  D i sc, but it j u st d i d n 't ta ke in Europe, 
and was even l ess favou red in the key US 
ma rket for a va ri ety of reasons . One advantage 
of DCC was its backwards compat i b i l ity, as 
DCC recorders cou l d  p l ay a l l  you r  old cassettes. 
Th i s  was a rea l  stroke of gen i us .  Or so it 
seemed at the t ime .  

O n  a tech no logy l eve l ,  t he  rea l beauty of  
DCC was its s imp l i c ity. Whe re other  fo rmats 
l i ke DAT needed h i g h-preci s ion ,  fast-rotati ng  
head d rums  w i th  the heads em bedded on  the  
peri phe ry to  ach ieve the n ecessa ry write 
speeds, DCC used statio n a ry heads, ach ievi ng  
the necessa ry bandwidth by reco rd i n g  n i ne  
tracks i n  pa ra l l e l  - e i g ht for a ud i o  data ,  t he  
fi n a l  track fo r housekeep i n g  pu rposes. Th i s  
i nc l uded bas i c  i n format ion such as track tit l es. 
The mu l t itrack heads were s im i l a r  in pr i nc i p l e  
to  those i n  common  use i n  record i n g  stud i os, 
but based on then state of the a rt th i n-fi l m  
magneto-resistive tech no l ogy. 

The othe r  key to DCC was PASC, a lossy 
a ud i o  compress ion codec s im i l a r  in p ri nc i p l e  to 
the codecs at the core of M P3 ,  MC a n d  
i ndeed ATRAC, wh ich  powers Sony's M i n i  D isc. 
The who le  DCC package was des igned to g ive 
CD l evel perfo rmance, wh ich  from memory was 
someth i n g  of an exaggeration ,  though  it d i d  
record at 1 8-b i t  reso lut ion ,  a n d  it  d id n't sound  
bad .  The  format worked i n  a s im i l a r  way to 
a utoreverse compact cassette, though  the tape 

"DCC's contribution to 
audio was to legitimise the 
lossy codecs that we now 
take for granted." 
cou l d  on l y  be i n se rted one  way, with the l a be l  
s i de  fac i ng  towa rds the user. Both  s ides 
were p l ayed without a ud i b l e  i nterru pti on ,  
g iv i ng  a tota l p l ay t ime of 90 m i n utes. 

Ph i l i ps performed doub l e  b l i n d  tests to 
demonstrate PASC sou nded fu nct i ona l l y  
i d entica l to  CD.  And that's DCC's legacy. From 
a n  h isto rica l perspective, DCC's contri but ion to  
the futu re of aud io  was to l eg i t im ise the l ossy 
codecs that we now ta ke for g ra nted i n  
down loaded mus i c, a n d  wh ich  ensu re that 
each succeed i n g  generat ion of a u d i o  ha rdwa re 
sou nds a l itt l e  worse than  the one  that came  
before. But  that, as  they say, i s  p rog ress. 

The mode l  featu red here, the P h i l i ps 
DCC730 ,  was one  of the most 'pop u l a r' DCC 
mode ls  and from memory cost a bout ESOO. 
The format l a sted a ro u nd  fou r  yea rs, but DCC 
was o n  the s l i d e  a l most from the outset. There 
was noth i n g  i ntri ns ica l ly wrong  with the 
tech no logy, wh ich  as so often with P h i l i ps was 
e lega nt, affo rdab l e  a nd  effective. But  i t  wasn 't 
l o ng  before the u b i q u itous  natu re of CD itse l f, 
a n d  the p rom ise of cheap recordab l e  CD, made  
DCC a nd  the com pact cassette on  wh ich it was 
based look posse. A shame ,  rea l ly, as  DCC 
ho lds  an envia b l e  record as mark i ng  one of the 
very few t imes in h i sto ry where a record i n g  
format d i d n't requ i re the u s e r  t o  j u n k  h i s  
existi ng  col l ect ion o f  record i ngs. H FC 

Alvin Cold 
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Cl computer i nto you r  h i -fi system. With App le  
Loss l ess o r  .WAV fi l es, they c la im ,  you won 't be 
d i sappo i nted. Stroud -based AVI eve n says that, 
at the h i g he r  bit rates a n d  p l ayed th rough  a 
good h i -fi system ,  a n  i Pod ca n sou n d  better 
than many so-ca l l ed H i g h - E nd  CD p l ayers, 
neve r m i n d  the chea per ones I 

App le  seems to be d rivi ng the revo l ut ion ,  
a n d  not j u st with the i Pod .  I ts Mac M i n i  is t iny, 
the mouse and  keyboa rd a re l i n ked by rad i o  
a n d  ca n be  stowed when  not i n  u s e  and  there 
is even an I R  handset to sel ect you r  mus i c  so 
you ca n do without much of the t ime .  A l ready 
i n sta l l at ion compan ies a re u s i ng  them with 
huge mon itor screens beca use they do so 
much and occupy so l i tt l e  space. 

What has d i sco u raged many from mak i ng  
the computer- h i -fi con nect ion a re the l ow b i t  
rates quoted for down loadab le  M P3s  or t he  
AAC equ iva lent W i t h  some  mus ic  ( I 'd 
nom i nate Ja mes B l u nt) it doesn't matter. 
Where is does, you ca n reco rd at h i g her  bit 
rates or, of cou rse, buy the CD. Po i nt is , there's 
flexi b i l ity, ease of access to a wider sel ect ion of 
mus i c  and enterta i n ment, a n d  a d ra matic 
red u ct ion  in the space req u i red fo r everyth i ng .  

So ,  how does Nano  Na irn  sou nd7 Uh ,  q u ite 
stu p id ly, ri d i cu l ous ly  good with the App le  
Loss less fi les a n d  more tha n l i stenab l e  with 
a nyth i n g  1 2 8 kbps o r  above. I s  it as good as a 
Na irn  CDX2 CD p l ayer7 Don't be daft The 
crazy t h i ng  is, it i s  bette r than my two-year  o l d ,  
£3 50 Sony  CD p layer. And ,  even if you  don 't 
wea r it to work, it makes a g reat se rver. What 
do  I t h i n k  a bout that7 Come to daddy, Nano.  

hos been wallowing in gorgeous 

hi-fi and then describing its virtues and vices in 

Hi-Fi Choice since 1990 

Requiem for an ear 
It's time to mourn the death of listening 

T he  g r im rea per's at the door aga i n ,  but th i s  
t ime he  won 't be satisfied j u st ca rti ng  

away o u r  SACDs - now he wa nts the who l e  
d amn  hobby. H e  ca n have it He  ca n have a l l  
the batte ry-powered ca b les a n d  the huge  robot 
spea kers with the i r  l itt l e  heads .  I hate a l l  that 
stuff a nyway. 

It may sound  l i ke a J o h n ny Cash lyric, but I ' l l  
b e  s a d  and  I ' l l  wea r b lack a n d  I ' l l  c ry a l l  the 
r ight tea rs. But  I ' l l  show u p  at the ri g ht fu ne ra l ,  
too . . .  beca use, wh i l e  eve ryone e lse is ready to 
b u ry the aud i o  i n d u stry, I ' l l  know that it's the 
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a rt of l i ste n i n g  itse l f  that's dead. L iste n i n g  has 
been dead so long i t ' s  sta rti ng to rea l l y  sti n k  
u p  t h e  p l ace. 

No  one noticed, beca use the a rt of mus i c  a n d  
t h e  tech no logy o f  reprod uc i ng  i t  a re so 
i nte rtw ined .  H u n d reds of yea rs ago ,  befo re 
there was a mus ic  i n d u stry, peop l e  cou l d n 't get 
enough  of the stuff Concerts were ra re, a nd  
u n imag i n ab l y  l ong .  Compose rs added  repeats 
to the i r  works fo r that reason - a nd  sti l l ,  as 
recent ly as the l 9th centu ry, encores of ent i re 
movements were routi ne ly  demanded .  

And as recent ly as 60 yea rs ago ,  peop le sti l l  
knew how to l i ste n .  They sat i n  s i l e nce befo re 
the i r  rad i o  sets, a nd  when te l ev is ion took over 
they watched Artu ro Tosca n i n i  a n d  the N BC 
Sym phony Orchestra b roadcast i ng  fro m Stud i o  
8 -H .  Concert h a l l s  were fu l l  a n d  a ud i e nces 
showed up on t ime .  I n  E ng l a nd ,  schoolch i l d ren  
lea rned E l g a r's Enigma Variations, wh i l e  eve ry 
America n c h i l d  l i stened fo r the hoofbeats i n  
G rofe's Crond Canyon Suite. 

But when mus i c  beca me more and  more 
ava i l a b le ,  more and  more of a com mod ity, 
someth i n g  bad h appened .  Everyone  was 
assa u l ted with the stuff from morn i n g  u nt i l  
n i g ht a consta nt wash of attractive sounds  
unde r  every fi lm ,  every te lev is ion show, eve ry 
commerci a l .  We were i n u ndated with m us ic at 
the gas stat ion ,  the su perma rket, the 

department store, the book store, the hotel 
l obby. J u st this month ,  they've sta rted b lasti ng  
ho rr id Monkees a n d  Beach  Boys songs  eve ry 
morn i n g  in the l obby of my daug hter's school 
- it ma kes someone fee l  specia l ,  no  doubt -
a nd  the ga rbage they p lay i n  every fast-food 
resta u ra nt, and the l eve l at which they p l ay it , 
makes me wa nt to d u m p  hot coffee in my l a p  
J U St fo r t h e  p l easu re o f  vis it i ng a n i ce, q u iet 
bu rn-treatment centre. 

As a cu l tu re, we've gone from tryi ng to hear  
as much m us ic as we ca n to deve lop i ng  
strateg ies to  avo id  it And i n  a wor l d  that 
needs less mus ic, why shou l d  a nyone  be 
su rpr ised that rep lay gear, even ve ry good 
rep lay gear, stri kes the average consumer  as an 
answer to a question they haven 't asked7 

Ca l l  every bus i ness that shoots mus i c  at you 
a nd  te l l  them to stop. Write a l ette r  to the loca l 
broadcast stat ions ,  a n d  te l l  them why you 
won't tune  in a nymore .  J o i n  the school boa rd 
a n d  offe r to do eve ryth i ng  i n  you r  power to 
i n stitute a m us ic app rec iat ion cu rricu l um ,  even 
if it means you ' l l  have to teach it you rse lf 

It ' l l  ta ke a l ot of s i l ence to make th i s  corpse 
get up and dance aga i n ,  but we sti l l  have a 
chance if we ta ke a sta nd now. 

hos written for Hi-Fi Heretic, Sounds 

Like and Listener He lives in the US and works 

as Stereophile's editor-at-large 

"It may sound like a Johnny Cash lyric, but 
I'll wear black and I'll cry all the right tears." 
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Digital disciple 
DVD-Audio wins another convert 

I t was refresh i ng to see Alv i n  ta k ing a 
posit ive sta nd for h igh-resolut ion formats i n  

the May issue. The ma rket for h igh q uality 
vers ions of a prod uct is a lways goi ng to be 
small, but that does not mea n it's dead or 
dying. You m ight as well say that sepa rates 
h i -fi i s  dead if  the rate of sa les is  the b iggest 
a rb iter. Fortunately, it's not and  both decent 
ste reo syste ms and h igh-resol ut ion formats a re 
t ick i ng over. 

As a reviewer of mus i c  for HFC, I have to fi nd  
th ree good titles a month  to write a bout. With 
heavywe ight vinyl ,  the emphas i s  i s  on re issues 
of c lass ic albums beca use new albums  pressed 
on l 80gra m s labs  of the black stuff a re ra re r 
tha n hens  teeth - Mass ive Attack's Mezzanine 

is the last one that I ca n reca ll . With SACD, 
howeve r, there is  a good m ix of re issues a nd  
new re leases, wh i c h  suggests there i s  i nterest 
from the p ro a ud io wor ld  in gett i ng a bette r 
end result. G reat new a l bums  a re sti l l  
u n com mon, b u t  that's true o f  a ny med i u m  . . .  
whateve r the ma i nstrea m reviewers and mus i c  
press m ight tell you .  

With most h igh-resolut ion mater ial ,  you do at 
l east have the option of hear i ng a 
m u lt icha nne l  ve rs ion - assu m i ng you have a 
su rrou nd system to p lay it on .  But, even i n  
stereo, the extra resolut ion means that you get 
to hear  a more deta iled ,  less d i storted a nd  thus  
more rea l  version of  events than  you wou l d  
with t h e  CD .  And  that, after all, i s  why  you got 
i nto h i -fi i n  the f i rst place. 

One th i ng I have noticed eve r s i n ce a pa i r  of 
B&W 802 Ds took up res i dence in my l isten i ng  
room is the var iat ion i n  q u a l ity between 
record i ngs on these formats and the 
adva ntages that DVD-Aud io  often seems to 
have ove r SACD. Wh i l e  the l atter has a ppealed 
to the h i -fi fratern i ty beca use of its a pparent 
s impl ic ity on paper and its lack of a ny 
u n necessa ry fri pper ies such as video or still 
i mages, the emergence of transducers such as 
the D ia mond 800 series has revea led that the 
appa rent ' Beta max' of these two formats may 
we l l  be DVD-Aud io. 

Late ly, I have been p lay ing some of the 
H i-Res la bel albums  (that ca me out shortly 
afte r the i ntrod uction of the format) a nd  the 
sou nd is  u nca n ny i n  its sense of re l axation and 
rea l i sm .  Wayne Horvitz's Forever de l ive rs r::i 

@) On paper, it looked l i ke a great 
i dea: B ri a n Eno and  John  Ca l e  
together  i n  1 990 to  ma ke a 
' pop' record . There were fi n e  

a ntecedents. Eno, a lways a Ve lvet 
Undergrou n d  fan ,  had performed with John  
Cale a n d  fellow VU legend  N ico on the alb um  
June 7 st 7974. He  had prod uced t h e  Ca l e  
c lass i c, Fear, the sa me yea r, a nd  Ca l e  popped 
up on su bsequent  Eno a m b iences Another 

Green World a nd  Music For Films. And d u ri ng 
the sum mer  of 1 989 ,  Eno a ccompan i ed Ca l e  to 
Moscow to record a song cycle i nsp i red by 
Dyla n Thomas (The Falkland Suite) with a n  
orchestra . The i r  paths seemed i ntri n s i cal ly 
l i n ked ,  at least in theory. 

Yet the seeds of d i saffect ion were pla nted 
ea rly. D u ri ng the Moscow sojourn ,  Ca l e  sa i d  
'yes' to  a n  Anglo/ I ri sh  crew followi ng h i m  
a rou nd  for Channel Fou r TV. Eno hated the 
idea and felt i t  pa ralysed h is creative j u i ces. 
Despite th i s  u pset, both felt that work i ng i n  
Eno's rustic 24-track stud i o  i n  Suffolk m ight 
afford them the opportunity to create a great 
record . Work sta rted in Ma rch of 1 990 with 
Eno lay ing down drum tracks, wh i l e  Cale 
fi n ished off a fra ught but h ighly successfu l 
col la borat ion with Lou Reed i n  Amer ica .  Th i s  
culm i nated with the release of  the alb u m  
Songs For Ore/la, a tri bute t o  A n d y  Warhol a n d  
a p resage o f  the reform i ng o f  t h e  Velvets. 

I n  April , Cale a rrived on a l engthy stay-over 
a n d  they sta rted be l t ing i d eas off each othe r. 
Eno, keen on doo-wop and cou ntry m us i c, 
wanted to get back to s i ng i ng  aga i n  a n d  Ca l e  
was  imp ressed by  Eno's pa i nsta k i ng pa i nt i ng 
of lyri cs onto tape .  One of Eno's most 
successfu l results was the s low cou ntryesque  
The River, but t h e  most th ri l l i ng song on the 
alb um  was Spinning Away, an Eno c lass ic of 
d u n ki ng  percuss ion ,  ma rvellous  Robert Ahwa i 
rhythm gu i ta r, a n d  l u m inous a rc i ng vocals 
wh ich  recall h i s  greatest 1 970s voca l work. 
Accord i ng to Eno, Ahwa i ,  whose tight gu i ta r  
p l ay dom i n ates One Word, on ly  ca me down for 
one day. An afternoon a nd  eve n i ng was a l l  i t  
took to get the drum and  bass pa rts, cou rtesy 
Rona l d  Jones and  Da ryl Joh nson (Dan i el 
La no is  Band ) . 

"One day, Cale came back 
to find Eno had erased 
some of his work, which 
caused a huge argument." 

Though it says " recorded between Apr i l  a n d  
J u ly 1 990" on the s l eeve, Cale remembers i t  
only ta k i ng  ten d ays i n  a l l .  O n  a fitness h i ke at 
the t ime ,  Cale spent at least an hou r a day 
playi ng  squash .  One  day, he  ca me back to fi nd  
that Eno had  erased some of  h i s  work, wh ich  
cau sed a h uge a rgument. Ca l e  even a dm itted ,  
"at one stage B r i an  lost h i s  temper  a n d  
cha rged at me as i f  to sta b mel" 

After this i nc ident, all goodwill va n i shed 
from the p roceed i ngs. Eno f iddled at h i s  
m ix ing de s k  wh ile Cale recorded wha t  he  could 
with l ittle i nte rest. Cale wa nted a 
" l i fe-after-record " on the road ,  but then Eno 
issued a p ress statement wh ich  i n cluded the 
statement: "No way wi l l  I work with John  Cale 
aga i n  I" D iagnosed with extreme hypertens ion ,  
Cale l eft in  h igh d udgeon for a fa m i ly hol iday 
in the Ca ri bbean .  

Of cou rse, none  o f  t h i s  ca me ou t  i n  
su bsequent Eno i nterviews a bout t h e  alb um  
t h a t  a u tu m n .  Eno pra ised Cale for h i s  " reckless 
cou rage" in the stud i o  a n d  cr it ics raved a bout 
Eno's retu rn to pop. The a l b u m  conta i n s  some 
great songs, i n clu d i ng Cale's atmospheri c  In 

The Backroom a nd  the imp ress ion ist ic Cordoba, 

a n d  now the origi n a l  La n d  CD/ LP has been 
remastered and re- issued with n ew a rtwork 
a n d  bon u s  tracks. Wrong Way Up i s  a maverick 
sty led odd ity, no less. HFC 

Mark Prendergast 



audiofile 
®DISPATCHES 

• 
• • • • •  

• • • • 

soundstages of extens ive and  s h im mer ing 
depth that I 've not encou ntered with SACD; 
the sou nd overa l l  is c lea ner  and more open at 
the h igh frequenc ies, wh ich  the 802 Ds de l iver 
so we l l .  The sa me is true of Dan i e l  Ba re nbo i m's 
rend it ion of Beethoven 's Sixth Symphony on 
Te l dec, wh i ch a l l ows the orchestra to expa nd i n  
the room .  Compa ri ng th is  with t h e  best 
sound i ng of my SACDs on Townshend 's TA 
565  CD un ive rsa l p l ayer revea l s  smoother a n d  
c lea ne r  h ighs on  DVD-A The  d i ffe rence is  not 
u n l i ke that encountered when compa ri ng 
48 kHz with 96kHz when P ioneer launched the 
fi rst DAT record er ca pa b le  of that oversa m p l i ng 
rate, a p roduct wh ich p re-em pted DVD-Aud io  
and  p rovided its impetus. 

U l t imately, the record i ng has the greatest 
i m pact on  the end  resu l t, as  one would expect, 
a n d  there a re both good and  l ess good 
exa mp les  of both formats. What's more 
i m porta nt is that those of us that app reciate 
good sou nd support these formats as strongly 
as poss i b le ,  because if  we don 't nobody e lse 
wi l l  - they're a l l  h appy with the i r  i Pods. And, 
as l ove ly as they a re, you would n't want to be 
l i m ited to d igita l down loads  for you r  future 
l i ste n i ng p leasu re, wou l d  you' 

began working on Hi-Fi Choice 

over 15 years ago, eventually rising to the 

position of editor. He's currently indulging his 

passion as o free/once hi-fi writer 

Make mine a large one 
Small isn't beautiful ... it's just not big enough 

I wonder  where h i -fi is go i ng for the 
non -aud ioph i l e .  For a l l  too many l i steners 

these days, mus ic seems to mea n maxi mum 
m i n i aturisation  - ti ny p l aye rs, ti ny fi l e  s izes 
a nd ,  most dep ress i ngly, an accepta nce that the 
resu lt ing sou n d  qua l ity is  as rea l i stic as it 
needs to get. 

I suspect the rise in the d a rk s i de  of porta b l e  
mus i c  bega n w i th  the sad ist who des igned the  
fi rst d igita l watch w i th  a bui l t- i n ca l cu lato r. 
Th i ngs took a turn fo r the better with cassette 
persona ls , wh ich  made perfect sense as 
porta b le  aud io  a nd  comp lemented a ful l -s ize 
system - sma l l  fo rmat, sty l i s h  equi pment and  
buttons you cou l d  actua l l y see to  use. Some  of 
the bette r ones even sounded decent. Then 
ca me CD on the go - and  once aga i n ,  t ime 

1 8  HI-FI CHOICE I j u n e  2006 

"Are they large enough to have buttons 
bigger than a grain of rice? Not if your player 
was modelled on a large stock cube." 
spent shopp i ng a round for the best of the 
bunch should pay-off b ig t ime - remember the 
budget po rta b le  Opti mus  CD that a h igh-end  
US  mag d i scovered had j i tte r as l ow as Kre l l 's 
top tra nsport a n d  sounded a l most as 
imp ressive' M i n i D isc b rought with it the extra 
bonus of recordab i l ity with rea l q u a l ity, as I 
fou n d  out a few yea rs ago at the house of a 
fri end  who is suffic ient ly m us ica l  to have 
i nvested i n  a Ste i nway, a sel ect ion of 
m i crophones and  a stack of home record i ngs, 
both on DAT and  MD .  A ' qu ick a nd  d i rty' test 
of the ca l i b re of h i s  MD recorder  cons isted of 
me p l uggi ng in a cheap and  cheerful Sony 
ECM-99 stereo m i c, sett i ng the l evel a n d  
h itt i ng t h e  record button - t h e  results were 
surp ris i ngly l i fe-l i ke. 

For a number of yea rs now, though,  the 
spectre of the d igita l watch ca l c u l ator has 
been sta l k i ng the wor ld  of mass-ma rket aud io .  
Many M P3 mach i nes fa i l  a coup l e  of  
funda menta l  ac id tests - a re they sma l l  
enough t o  s l i p  i nto a pocket b u t  l a rge enough 
to have buttons b igger than  gra i n s  of rice' Not 
if your p l ayer ha ppens to have been mode l l ed 
on a l a rge stock cube, a day-gl ow k i d ney bea n 
or a stick of chew ing gum (and even if it has a 
footp ri nt l i ke a p lay ing card, there a re more 
menus than  a chefs' conference) .  Second ,  does 
it actua l l y  sou n d  any good' Unfortunately, the 
a nswer is ' no '  in too many cases to give me 
hope fo r a h igh-reso l ut ion future fo r 

mass-ma rket aud io, as SACD and  DVD-Aud io  
rema i n  u n n ot iced by m us ic 'consumers' But 
perhaps  I 'm  just be ing sma l l -m i nded ;  maybe a l l  
I need to do  i s  Fast Fo rwa rd t o  a future o f  a 
l i b ra ry of 24/ 1 9 2 reco rd i ngs in a stereo the 
s ize of a match box. So where is  the FF button 
on th i s  th i ng anyway' 

r hos been happily addicted to hi-fi 

for 20 years, especially since becoming a 

member of the hi-fi press in the mid-1990s 

Clash of the ilans 
Can Amazon steal iTunes' download crown! 

0 n l y  a coup le of yea rs ago, there were no 
l ega l s i tes from wh ich mus ic cou l d  be 

pu rchased. Pee r-to-peer sites such as Na pste r 
a n d  Kazaa ru led and  the record i n dustry was 
woefu l l y  s low in p rovi d i ng mus i c-hungry 
consumers with a l ega l way to get ho ld  of 
mus ic on  the i nternet. Th i ngs have cha nged a 



lot s i n ce then .  Th i s  Febru a ry, the rise of l ega l 
on l i n e  mus i c  reached a t i pp i ng poi nt of sorts 
when The Independent ra n with a front-page 
story decl a ri ng: "Mus i c  l a n d ma rk as b i l l ionth 
down load i s  sold." The head l i ne refers, of cou rse, 
to iTu nes - Appl e's p ioneer ing down load 
seNice. iTu nes is sti l l  by fa r the l a rgest p l ayer i n  
town,  a nd  i n  t h e  UK, i t  c l a ims to ho ld 80 per 
cent of the enti re l ega l music down load ma rket. 

Is iTu nes' overwhe l m i ng dom i na nce set to 
conti n ue' For the moment, at least, the 
compa ny's lead i s  u nassa i l a b le .  New p l ayers 
a re p repa ri ng to enter the ma rket, however, 
who cou l d  make App l e's offer ing look ti red 
and i nflexi b le .  App le  a l ready has compet it ion, 
but no competitor has yet wie lded the clout to 
make a rea l dent on the UK ma rket. The 
expected a rriva l of Amazon i n to the on l i n e  
mus i c  sector cou l d  cha nge a l l  th is, howeve r. 
Not on ly  does Amazon have ser ious brand  
power, but it seems the com pany is a rmed with 
we l l -thought-out i deas that wi l l  make its 
offer i ng rea l l y  a ppea l i ng. 

The pr inc i pal reason for iTu nes' h uge ma rket 
lead is that its App l e's i Pod d igita l mus i c  p l aye r 
has to date been eas i ly  the most sought-after 
of those on the ma rket. The i Pod's sex i ness 
rema i n s  u n d i m i n i shed ,  yet it a l so has some 
ser ious d rawbacks. Its batte ry l i fe is  massively 
i n fe rior to some of its competitors and it i s  a l so 
i n com pati b l e  with many types of mus i c  fi l es. 
Not on ly  that, but each and eve ry track 
down loaded from iTu nes wi l l  cost you 79p. 
Th is  is where Amazon comes i n .  

Amazon p l a n s  to offer a su bscri ption service 
where customers wi l l  have u n l i m ited access to 
mus ic  for a f lat, month ly or a n n u a l  rate. Th i s  
i dea is not new i n  itse l f; com pan ies such as 
Na pste r a n d  Vi rg i n D igita l a l ready offe r 
su bscri ption seNices. Amazon's key d i fference 
is that it w i l l  offer su bscri bers a l a rge d i scount 
on i ts  d igita l mus i c  p l ayers, l i ke ly  to be 
p rod uced by Samsu ng. Mus i c  i n d u stry ru mou rs 
a l so suggest that Amazon wi l l  a l so offer to 
pre- load custome rs' own choice of mus i c  onto 
the p l ayers before de l iver ing them. What does 
this mean' To put it s imp ly, customers w i l l  get 
a chea p but h igh-q u a l ity mus i c  p l ayer, with 
the i r  cho ice of m us i c  a l ready loaded onto it .  
Th i s  means hou rs saved in down load i ng, wh i l e  
the overa l l  cost o f  the m us ic  w i l l  be lower t han  
that offered by  App le .  

Amazon wi l l  l a u nch its seNi ce i n  America 
th i s  s um mer. UK consu mers may have to wait, 
but the p rospects a re gen u i ne ly  exciti ng for 
those of us who wou l d  l i ke to see new i deas, 
and better pr ices than those cu rrent ly offe red 
by App le .  Cou l d  Amazon prov ide the next 
t i pp i ng poi nt for o n l i n e  mus i c' 

started in the music business 

doing PR for artists including the Spice Girls 

and The Verve. He is now editor of music trade 

bible www.recordo�heday.com 

Be it a n a logue or d igita l ,  some 
form of fi lter is essent ia l  in the 
work i ngs of a d igita l a ud io  p l ayer 
to ensu re that the output cons ists 

of on ly  a u d io frequenc ies. True, some odd ba l l  
p l ayers d i spense with t h i s  ent i re ly  a n d  re ly  o n  
t h e  fo l lowing a m p, spea kers a n d  h uman  ears to 
do the fi l teri ng, but i n  so do ing they i nevitab ly 
p rod u ce very h igh l eve l s  (tens of per cent)  of 
d i stortion at the output, with u np red i cta b le  
resu l ts. I n  gene ra l ,  any  i nte rmodu l at ion i n  the 
fol lowing amp or speaker  wi l l  ca use a ud i b l e  
a l i as-i nte rmodu l at ion ,  a pern ic ious d i stort ion 
that's a u d i b l e  at very low l eve ls .  

The fi l te r  i s  necessa ry beca use the d ig its do 
not u n a m biguous ly rep resent one s igna l .  I f  you 
j u st convert them d i rect ly  to ana logue you wi l l  
get e i ther a ser ies o f  momentary sp i kes o r  a 
'sta i rcase' sort of waveform , e i ther of wh i ch  
does i n  fact i nc l ude  the a u d io but a l so vers ions 
of it tra nslated to h igher frequencies, a n d  
that's the d i stort ion wh i c h  needs to  b e  
removed .  The fi l te r  requ i red has  as i ts i d e a l  
specif ication a f lat passba n d  from DC to 
20kHz a nd  nea r- i n fi n ite attenuat ion from 
2 2 kHz u pwa rds. 

That's an exception a l ly ta l l  order  for a n  
a na logue fi l te r  b u t  easy enough for a d igita l 
one, a nd  that's why practica l ly a l l  recent CD 
playe rs use 'oversa mpli ng' or ' u psamp l i ng' to 
do the fi rst fi l ter i ng stage i n  the d igita l 
doma i n .  Ana logue fi lter i ng  wi l l  usu a l ly sti l l  be 
requ i red ,  but with a l ess extreme specif ication. 

There a re many d i ffe rent ways of mak i ng a 
d igita l fi l te r, us i ng va r ious k i nds  of 
mathemat ica l  operation ,  but  bas ica lly they a l l 
look at the nearest few sa mp l es a n d  perform 
some sort of averagi ng to ca l cu l ate the 
'm iss i ng' va l u es between  the exi sti ng sa mp l es. 
The more samp les  you look at, the more 
accu rate the ca lcu lat ions w i l l  be: gene ra l ly 
about 20-50 sa mp les  do the tr ick. I n  fact -
a nd  th i s  is p retty i ntu i tive when  you th i n k  
a bout i t  for a b i t  - t h e  sha rper  you wa nt the 
f i l ter to be, the more sa mp l es you need to look 
at in orde r  to do the calcu l at ions. 

From that i t  i n evita b ly  fol lows that the 
before- a nd/or afte r-effects of the f i l ter w i l l  
extend  for longer e i ther  s i de  o f  a m us ica l  

"The filter is necessary 
because the digits do 
not unambiguously 
represent one signal." 
'event'. Th i s  is the orig i n  of the i nfa mous 
'p re-ri ngi ng' from which these f i l te rs a re 
s upposed to suffer. It 's actu a l ly a non-prob lem ,  
for two reasons: fi rst, there i sn 't enough u ltra 
h igh-frequency energy to set it r i ng ing i n  the 
f i rst p l ace, a n d  second ,  the r i ng ing frequency is 
i n a u d i b l e. I 've tr ied every way I ca n th i n k  of to 
p rovoke a u d i b l e  ri ngi ng and fa i l ed utte rly. 

When manu factu rers go on a bout fi l te rs that 
have no (or very l i tt l e )  p re- or post-ri ng ing they 
genera l ly mea n fi l te rs with s horter response 
and thus, i n evita bly, s lower rol l -off, a l low ing 
more of the d i stort ion (common ly  ca l l ed 
' a l i as i ng') th rough. In add it ion, such fi lters 
u sua l l y  end  up cutti ng the h igh treb l e  by a 
potenti a l l y  a u d i b l e  a mou nt, so given on the 
one hand the i ncreased a l i as-i ntermod u l ation 
d i stort ion that w i l l  resu l t  and on the othe r  the 
rol l-off, i t 's  no su rpr ise that d i ffe rences a re 
often a u d i b le .  

One su rpris i ng resu l t  is that fi lters ca n give 
rise to momentary output l eve ls  h igher than the 
d igita l maxi mum .  Th is  means the i nstantaneous 
output ha l fway between  two sam p l es ca n 
exceed ' pea k b i t'. as long as the a na logue 
electron i cs a l lows it. In p racti ce, th i s  may give 
a bare l dB of extra ' head room'. Anyone ca re to 
guess at the theoret ica l  maxi m u m' Answers 
v ia  the HFC on l i n e  foru m p l ease I ( Log on at: 
www.h if ichoice.co.u k) HFC 

Richard Black 
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For over two decades ,  S o n u s  faber  have treated us to s p e a kers so beaut i fu l  that  they 've rev o l u

t i on i sed  t h e  ent i re  i n d u stry. Where o n c e  there  were o n l y  p a r a l l e l  s i des ,  we now have curves .  Where  

o n c e  we suffered p o o r  veneers ,  we now savour  f i n i shes  worthy of the f inest  furn i ture .  F rom the  

exqu is i te  H o m a g e  ser ies ,  represent ing  t h e  u l t im ate in  Sonus  faber  a rt ist ry, to the Cremona  range ,  

offer ing  the  p l e a s u re of H o m a g e  for a w ider  a u d i e n c e ,  Sonus  faber  has  addressed t h e  needs  of t h e  

major ity of m u s i c  a n d  c i n e m a  lovers .  Now, the a u d i e n c e  is  w i d e r  st i l l .  

Imag ine  a n  affo r d a b l e  range  of l o u d s p e a kers  a b l e  to jo i n  the  H o m a g e  a n d  C r e m o n a  fami l i es .  I m a g i n e  

a fu l l  s e l e c t i o n ,  f r o m  c e n t r e  c h a n n e l  to m a i n  and  s u r r o u n d  s p e a kers to subwoofer, f l o orsta n d i n g  o r  

s h e l f  m o u n t i n g ,  a c o m p lete  se lect ion  o f  s t a n d s ,  w i t h  the  u n m ista kab le  l u t e  s h a p e ,  l eather  deta i l s ,  

f i ne  woods ,  a n d  - above a l l  - d e l i r i o u s l y  mus ica l ,  t ru ly  sub l ime  sound  q u a l ity. Imag ine  no m o re :  Sonus  

faber  offers you Domus .  
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ESSENTIAL ANTONIO FORCIONE 
Vento Del Sud (2000) 
Forc ione tea ms up with h i s  s i n g i n g  

homeboy Ben ito M a d o n i a  for a n  

a l b u m  o f  s o n g s  t h a t  t h e  p a i r  g rew u p  

with fro m t h e i r  o ld  sto m p i n g  g ro u n d  

of southern Ita ly. 

Anto n i o  Forcione Live ! ( 2000) 
Recorded in London ,  with j u st a 

percussive back i n g  of d rums  a n d  

percuss ion .  Forcione  says it offers 

"food fo r thought  without a ny 

a d d itives, sugar  or preservatives." 

. : = i audiof ile 
@ MUSIC INTERVI EW 

Tea rs Of Joy (2005) 
Recorded with h i s  reg u l a r  q u a rtet as  

we l l  as  a h ost of contri butors o n  

voca ls ,  p iano ,  b a s s  a n d  bansuri 

( I n d i a n  flute), it's a feast of a 

stu n n i n g  ra nge of i nf luences. 
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audiofile 
® COMPETITION 

QU ESTION: 

• • • • • •  • • • • 

What is the CD player g raced with? 

A: A ded icated Sa nyo CD mechan ism? 
B: Min iatu re monster trucks ins ide? 
C: CD-XY com pati b i l ity? 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

TO ENTER: 
By Phone: S i m p ly ca l l  0906 403 1 01 3  a n d  fo l l ow the 

i n structi ons  ( m axi m u m  cost of ca l l :  f l . 50) .  

By Text: S im p ly  send the text message ROKSAN (fo l l owed by 

a space) with the answer A, B or C to 80889. For exa m p l e, i f  

you th i n k  the answer i s  B :  M i n iatu re monster trucks i ns ide ,  then 

k ind ly text ROKSAN B to 80889 . 

Employees of Future Pub l i sh ing ( inc lud ing freelancers) and  their  relatives and any agents involved a re i ne l ig ib le  to enter. The Editor's decision is fi na l  and no correspondence wi l l  be entered i nto. Prizes cannot 

be exchanged for cash. Clos ing date for entries is 3 May 2006. The entries w i l l  be j udged aher the closing date and the winners w i l l  be notified by te lephone with i n  ten days of that date. Prizes w i l l  be sent out 

with i n  28 daY5 of notification by the compan ies involved, not Hi-Fi Choice o r  Future Pub l i sh ing .  Enteri ng costs · BY TEXT: 1 x 50p ( inc lud ing VAT) for each entry plus you r  usual text message cost. This service is 

ava i l ab le  to T-Mobi le ,  Orange, Vodafone and 02 customers on ly. BY PHONELINE: Each ca l l  costs a maxi mum of £ 1 .50. Please remember to get perm ission from the person who pays the bi l l  before you enter. 

No purchase necessa ry. Alternatively, please send you r  na me, address and telephone number with the correct answer to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Pub l i sh ing ,  2 Balcombe Street, London NWl  6NW. If you have any 

problems mak ing your  call or  send ing your text, please contact the service provider, Opal Telecom. Tel: 0845 330  5002. Ema i l :  futuresu pport@opa ltelecom.co.u k  
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for the love of tnustc . . .  

Ascendant 

U n i q u e  associat ion of tec h n ical exce l lence and bri l l i ant m usical  performance.  Art , emot ion and tec h n o l ogy 

com bi ned in products of exempl ary q ual ity and visual  d i st i nctio n .  

Acustica Appl icata (DAAD) • Avalon Acoustics • Avalon Music Systems • Benz- Micro • Cardas 

conrad-joh nson • Esopower • fi n ite elemente • H armonix • Karan Acoustics • Kuzma • Magnum Dynalab 

McCormack • M use Electron ics • Rei myo by Harmonix • Tri - P lanar • Zanden Audio Systems 

Distributed Exclusively by 

I A U D I O F- R EA KS I  
D I STR I B UTORS  O F  F I N E  AU D I O + H O M E  ENTERTA I N M E N T  E Q U I P M E N T  

tel: 020 8948 41 53 fax: 0 2 0  8948 4 2 5 0  email: i nfo 1 @aud iofreaks . co . uk www.audiofreaks.co.uk 



This month's varied musical morsels 
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, 
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson 

GENO WAS H I N GTON AND THE 
RAM JAM BAN D  
Foot Stompin'  Soul :  Best o f  1 9 66-1 972 

America n frontmen who had to come to 
these shores fi rst to get thei r b ig  break.  
His c h a rismatic yet raw, ra u n chy voice, 
ba cked by the best b l ue-eyed B rit ish 
sou l band of th e i r  day, gave us the best 
onstage record i n g s  s i nce Ja mes B rown's 
Live At The Apollo. It easy to see why 
Kev in  Rowland 's  Dexys recorded the i r  
Cena n u m ber  one  tri b ute s ing le .  Some 
40 other  Wash i n gton and Ram J a m  
tracks - 2 8  o f  t h e m  from Pye's then 
state-of-the-a rt stud ios - m a ke Foot 

Stompin' Soul pretty much the defi n itive 
Geno co l l ecti o n .  Don't fi ght  it. * * * *  
Sou nd:  Although  s o m e  o f  these ear ly 
gems have been i m p roved by d i g ita l  
wiza rd ry, others sounded fa r better on 
vinyl  ( and  j ust as good o n  ear l i e r  CD 
vers ions) .  * * * PS 

FLAM ING LIPS 
At Wa r With The Mystics 

THE DU RUTTI COLUM N  
Keep Breath i n g  

Fu l l fi l l/Un iversa l 

Mus ic: For his 2 2 n d  out i ng ,  Vini Rei l l y  
has n ot o n ly matched h i s  best Factory 
work, but has made one of the best 
B rit ish g u ita r a l b u ms ever. Bu rsti n g  with 
a m a ster's contro l  of Les Pa u l  feedback 
a n d  a n  acoust ic sense of fo l k  on a par  
with  J efferson A i rp lane  a n d  Davy 
G ra h a m ,  Rei l ly's sk i l l  is e m b e l l i shed by 
an i ntense sense of rock a n d  ro l l  
re be l l i o n  w h i c h  sees h i m  s i n g  aga i nst 
su perfic ia l  TV pop shows, m i l itar ism 
a n d  US g loba l isati on .  The best track, 
Nina is a ra re homage to Bob M a rley '  I f  
o n ly today's you n g  bands cou ld  match 
such g e n i u s. * * *** 
Sound:  Though a co m p l ex p rod u cti on 
by Rei l l y  a n d  Ben Roberts, the a l b u m  
featu res a l l  k i n d s  o f  g u i tar  sou nds  to 
keep those speakers s izzl i n g ,  from 
c lass ica l  to the g l or ious H e n d rix-style 
of o ld .  **** MP 

Mus ic: F l a m i n g  L ips may be u n i q u e  i n  pop 
mus ic  i n  that after more than  20 yea rs i n  the 
game,  Wayne Coyne's band  of  ra b bit-su ited 
odd b a l l s  a re now m a k i n g  the most i n s p i red a n d  
a udac ious mus ic  o f  thei r career. Th i n k  o f  At War 

With The Mystics as the fi n a l  pa rt of a m ajestic tr i logy that began with 1 999's 
The So� Bulletin a n d  conti n u ed with 2002's  Yoshimi Battles The Pink Robots. 

You can hear  traces of West Coast s u n s h i n e ,  psych-pu n k  a n d  b u b b l e g u m  candy. 
But it's the way they put them togeth er  th at's u n i que ,  for nobody else is capab le  
of  l ayeri n g  a n d  textu ri n g  such d iverse inf luences i nto qu ite such a d e l i rious ,  
swi r l i ng ,  pop n i rva na rha psody. S imply m a g n ificent. * * * *  
Sound:  The i m a g i nat ion o f  Br ian Wi lson meets the a m bit ion o f  P h i l  Spector 
(hopefu l ly without the n e rvous b reakdown or  the m u rder  tri a l ) .  Need we say 
morel Yoshimi . . . was a m i n o r  masterpi ece i n  modern record i n g ,  and At War With 

The Mystics shows no s igns of F l a m i n g  Lips letti n g  the s ide down. * * * * *  NW 

MARK KNOPFLER AND 
EM MYLOU HARRIS 
Al l  The Roa d ru n n i ng 

Mercu ry 

M usic: Mark Knopflers l a id-back 
co l lect ion of a l t-cou ntry duets with 
Nashvi l l e  qu een E m mylou Ha rris cou ld  
h a rd ly be more d i ffe re nt from h i s  D i re 
Stra its days. Fa ns  of M K's b u rn i shed 
g u ita r solos wi l l  sti l l  fi n d  sati sfacti on ,  
pa rticu l a r ly on This Is  U a n d  Right Now. 

But e lsewhere, it's accord i on-d riven 
cou ntry hoedowns ( Red Staggerwing), 

mou rnfu l rustic b a l l a d s  ( Love And 

Happiness) a n d  h o n ky-to n k  l u l l a bies 
( Belle Star). The a l b u m 's va l u es a re 
s im ple ones - rootsy, crafted songs, 
beautifu l ly p l ayed and sym pathetica l l y  
p roduced. * * * *  
Sound:  There's no better ha rmony 
s inger i n  the world than  H a rris and 
u l ti mately it's her  crysta l l i n e  
contri but ions as m u c h  as a nyth i n g  that 
m a ke th i s  a l b u m  speci a l .  * * * *  NW 

FELIX H ELL: G U I LMANT, 
RHEIN BERGER, VIERNE, LISZT 
Sonata No.1 i n  D m i n o r, Abendfri ede, 
Symphony No.l fi n a le, Pre lude a n d  

F u g u e  on B-A-C-H, Fa ntasy a n d  Fugue 

on 'Ad nos, a d  s a l uta re m  undem' 
Fel ix He l l  (org a n )  
Reference Record i ngs R R ·  1 01 C D  (HDCD) 

M usic: This  broad co l l ecti on of exce l lent 
orga n works i n c ludes a n  ending which 
m a kes a steam engine at c lose qua rters 
sound l i mp,  though m a ny of the g reat 
mome nts on th is  excepti o n a l  d i scs a re 
more int im ate. Recorded when H e l l  was 
j u st 1 6, this is a stu n n i n g ach ieve ment, 
i rrespective of age. * * * * *  
Sound:  Warm a n d  c lear, yet powerfu l 
t h rough  the lower octaves, th is  H DCD 
record i n g  is  b ri l l i a ntly e n g i n eered.  It 
covers a tremendous dyn a m i c  ra nge,  
and on a good syste m ,  p refera bly 
H DCD-eq u i pped,  it wi l l  l eave you 
b reath less. G u a ra nteed . * * * * *  AC 



THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "The title sums 1t up, the man was etectnc" 
JEFF BECK Wired ms 
Music Recorded in 1 976, this George M a rti n - p roduced 
a l b u m  conta i n s  some of the most i ntense g u ita r ever l a i d  
d o w n  on vinyl .  B e c k  had a form i d a b l e  backi n g  b a n d ,  w h i c h  
i nc l uded J a n  H a m me r  o n  keyboards, N a rada M ichae l  
Wa lden 's  explos ive d ru m m i n g  a n d  the rock so l id  bass of 
W i l b u r  Bascomb .  None of the tracks a re Beck's own, rath er 
they came l a rge ly fro m m e m be rs of the g ro u p ,  except for 
Cha rles M i n g us' Goodbye Pork Pie Hot, of w h i c h  there is a 

stu n n i n g  ren d it ion .  Beck's p l ayi n g  covers the g a m ut from 
soph isticated a n d  su btle to scorc h i n g .  The t it le sums  it up :  
the man was e l ectric. * * * * *  
Sound: T h i s  a l b u m  te nds t o  s p l i t  systems down the m idd le .  
Some m a ke it sou n d  com p ressed; others revea l  a n  open 
expa n siveness. I t ' s  typ ica l  of  CBS rock a l bu m s  of  the per iod,  
but th i s  d oes noth i n g  to d u l l  the i ntens ity of sound o r  the 
co mpu ls ion  of the materi a l .  **** JK 

Tech a rf 

Diquela 

M usic: The latest a l b u m  fro m Barce lona 's  
p re m i e r  fl a m e nco/ h i p-hop/fu n k/ reggae/ 
lati n / b h a n g ra co l lective i s  a stirri n g  m i x  of 
i nf luences, c lash i n g  and assi m i l ati ng cu ltu res 
with g l eefu l a ba ndon ,  fus i n g  its 'wor ld '  
i nfl u e n ces with punk i ntensity i n  a n  i rresisti b le  wave of rhythm.  It opens with a n  
awesome bu rst o f  confrontati ona l  fl a m enco ra bb le-rou s i n g  with Co/or a n d  
bu i l ds  fro m there, someti mes w i t h  t h e  e i g ht core mem bers led b y  force-of-nature 
s inger  M a ri n a ,  someti mes with the a id  of g u ests Cyber (As i a n  D u b  Fou ndati o n )  
on dho l  d ru m ,  Senega lese ra pper  Faada Freddy a n d  the U K's o w n  g loba l  m u s i c  
polymath N it in  Sawh ney on e l ectro n ics. * * * *  
Sound:  Th ere's a lot t o  pack i n .  T h e  reco rd i n g  occas ion a l ly sou n ds as though 
there's a l most too m u ch go ing  on i n  the m ix, w ith  percussively stru m med 
g u itars, ri n g i n g  tab las ,  pou n d i n g  pa lmas  ( h a n d c l a ps) and d ru m s  a l l  fi ght ing  for 
d o m i n a nce. However, it a l l  l ends  itse lf to the barely s u p p ressed g l o b a l  a n a rchy 
i n herent in the m usi c. * * *  DO 

ARGENTO 
Casa G u i d i ,  Ca priccio for Cla ri net a n d  
Orchestra, I n  Pra ise o f  Music  
Frederica van Sta de, B u rt H a ra,  E i j i  Oue 
(conductor), M i n n esota Orchestra 
Reference Record ings RR - l OOCD (HDCD) 

Music: A pot pourri of short works from 
the M i n n esota's orch estra 's Composer 
La u reate. The music is on the cusp 
between roma ntic a n d  contem pora ry, 
but is i nsta ntly a p p roach a b l e , a n d  of 
cons idera b l e  statu re, var iety and  often 
beauty, with some s u rpr is i ng chan ges of 
gear  when you least expect it. The voca l 
qua l ity of van Sta cie's hon ied velvet 
voice is an added bonus .  
Sound:  As with many of Prof Joh nson's 
H DCD record i ngs for Reference, there is 
a sta rtl i n g  rea l i sm a bout the sou n d ,  bar 
a n  occas iona l  h i nt of co l o u r, typ ica l ly on 
cym bals .  On H DCD, even this 
d i sappea rs ,  and the sou nd opens out 
with exq u i s ite su btl ety. AG 

BOBBY PU RIFY 
Better To H ave It  
Proper 

M us ic: He's not the fi rst Bobby Pur ify 
(as  i n  J a mes & Bobby Pu rify) but Ben 
Moore was a face on the gospel  scene,  
unt i l  he retired i n  1 998 after g o i n g  
b l i n d .  Encouraged out of reti rement for 
th is  secu l a r  sou l  a l bu m ,  he tea ms h i s  
molasses-rich ba ritone u p  with 
legen d a ry songwriter Dan  Pen n  ( I 'm 

Your Puppet. Dark End Of The Street) 

a n d  the crea m of s u rv iv ing Muscle 
Shoals m us ic ia ns, i nc l u d i n g  Spooner  
O ldham on keyboard s  a n d  g u ita rist 
J i m m i e  Joh nson.  A defia ntly o ld -school 
southern sou l  a l b u m ,  with gems 
a p lenty, especia l l y  the t it le track a n d  
t h e  sti rri n g  I'm Qualified. * * * 

Sound:  Pu rify a n d  Pen n  re heat a sou nd 
that may not sou n d  l i ke it ca me from 
2005, but w i l l  never go out of fa sh ion  -
warm, ea rthy a n d  rea l .  lr:-t-- * *  DO 

DAVID W I LCZEWSKI 
Room In The Clouds 

SACD (stereo/ m u lt ich a n ne l  SACD p lus stereo CD layer) 
Opus3 

Music: David W i l czewski  i s  a saxophone  p l ayer a n d  
com poser who has p rev ious ly worked w i t h  Steve Sm ith's 
Vita l I n formation ,  but who h a s  now gathered some very 
fi ne mus ic i ans  to m a ke a h i g h-reso l ut ion record i n g  for 

1 Sweden's Opus3 a u d i o p h i l e  l abe l .  Hav ing  th ree g u itar  
p l ayers i n  the seven-strong g roup ,  one  at a t ime ,  means  
there is a m i x  of styles that rem i n d s  one of John  
Mcla u g h l i n  o n  o n e  t rack  a n d  J o h n  Scofi e ld  on a n oth er. W i l czewski h i mself 
p l ays as p a rt of the band,  rather  than  being its obvious leader. There a re no 
lengthy, i n d u lgent solos here - j ust exce l l e nt ensem ble p lay ing  a n d  a set of 
crack ing  tunes. * * * * *  
S o u n d :  Th is m a y  be mus ica l ly  a k i n  t o  a n  E C M  a l bu m ,  but its sou n d  is  rather  
warmer than  you get with that l a bel  - the emphas i s  here is on natura l ness of 
tone rather  than  pr isti ne reverb. Fu l l  deta i l s  of the m i cs a n d  record i n g  gea r a re 
supp l ied a n d  the s u rro u n d  m i x  is  in 4 . 1  chan ne l s. * * * * *  JK 

HAYDN 
The Creation (Oratorio) 

A n d reas Speri ng (co n d u ctor). Voka l Ensemble  Koh n ,  
Cape l la  Augusti na ,  
SACD two-d isc set  (stereo/ mu lt rchanne l  SACD p lus  

stereo C D  layer) 
Naxos 6. 1 1 0073· 74 

M usic: Th is  is not the fi rst ti me th i s  masterwork from 
H ayd n's top d rawer, wh ich  dep icts the seven days of 
creation,  has been covered here, but th i s  vers ion is  
n oteworthy for severa l reasons.  Fi rst, i t  is  a n  SACD 
su rro u n d  sound reco rd i ng .  Secon d  it is a thoro u g h l y  id iomatic performa nce, 
s u n g  in Germ a n ,  and perfo rmed o n  ori g i n a l  i n stru ments, with the k i n d  of 
s l i g htly raw ton a l ity a n d  textures that you wou ld  expect from such forces - a n d  
s o m e  g l or ious ly assu red s o l o  s i n g i n g .  F i n a l ly, o f  cou rse, bei n g  on a budget l a b e l ,  
i t  is c h e a p .  T h e  work is  as com pe l l i n g  as it shou ld  b e ,  thanks  i n  l a rge part to 
exce l lent  voca l a n d  i n stru menta l  work, so lo a n d  ensem b le . * * * *  
Sound:  T h e  record i n g  is  s u p p l ied h e re i n  a fu l l  5 . 1 -cha n n e l  m i x  of s o m e  g race 
and passi on ,  and a l lowing fo r a l i ttl e  ton i n g  down of the rea r  chan ne ls ,  it  is  as 
g ood a record i n g  as  it i s  a perform a n ce. **** AG 

DONALD FAGEN 
Morph The Cat 
DVD-Audio a n d  C D  two-d isc set 
Warner Brothers 

M u sic: The voice of Stee ly Dan 's  th i rd solo a l b u m  fits i n  
very neatly with T h e  Dan 's  h i -fi show-pleas i ng sou n d s  
a n d  both h i s  e a r l i e r  s o l o  efforts. H e  says they rou g h l y  
equ ate t o  yo uth, m i d d l e  age a n d  a pp roa c h i n g  m o rta l ity, 
a n d  each s h a res s i m i l a r  e lements of retro sci-fi ,  off- h a n d  
h i pster cool and  t h a t  see m i ng ly  effo rtless, 
ea sy-yet-com p l ex sou nd that exudes inte l l igence. L i ke 
m ost Steely Dan a l b u ms, it ta kes a l ittle bit of d i g g i n g  to 
get to the h u m o u r  a n d  bite beneath the g l oss, but it's a 
d i g  wo rth d o i n g .  Sta ndout tunes i nc lude  the t it le track, concern i n g  a huge  fe l i n e 
fee lgood creatu re threate n i n g  New Yo rk, a n d  an i m a g i n ed conversati on between 
the you n g  Fa gen  and the g h ost of Ray Cha rles, It's What I Do. * * * *  
Sound:  A s  with a l l  o f  Fagen's records, they don't come m u c h  smoother, with 
every note l a b o u red and sweated over to remove any rou g h ness - the cutt ing  
edge comes from the lyrics. C lear  a n d  bea utifu l ly p repared, th is  mus ic  was  made 
for h i - res a n d  comes u p  a treat o n  DVD-Aud io. * * * * *  DO 
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Pol ished 
Performance 

Chord DAC64 Mk9 
Jet Black Fin ish 

H igh-end Digital to 
Analogue Converter 

T he gorgeous,  p o l i shed , jet black 

fi n i s h  i s n 't the on ly  d ifference you ' l l  

notice with our  n e w  generation DAC64. 
I t 's  a lso the most significant i m p rovement 

you w i l l  ever m a ke to your system .  

Hear for yourself a t  o n e  o f  o u r  

sel ected reta i lers. 

Please contact us to fi nd  out more about 

our  h a n d - c rafted a u d i o p h i l e  products 

and deta i l s  of you r nea rest dealer. 

• CHORD • 
Chord Electronics Limited 

For more information 
T 01622 72 1444 

E sales@chordelectrorncs.co . u k  

W www.chordelectrorncs .co . u k  



• The pick of this month's best letters 
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London 
NWI 6NW. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk 

DAC'S ENTERTAINMENT 

I buy you r  magazi ne regu l a r ly a n d  wondered 

why don 't you have more Ultimate Croup Tests 

for DACs? With many chea p DVD players on 

the ma rket, often with great tra nsport 

mecha n isms from the l i kes of P ioneer a n d  

Sony, su rely add i ng  a good DAC would 

outclass CD players costi ng the same or even 

more money? 

The magazi ne used to test DACs a nd  there 

a re several great DACs ava ila ble at a ra nge of 

d i ffe rent pr ices a n d  I wou l d  really li ke to see 

them tested i n  you r  Ultimate Croup Test. 

Igor Koprivsek Sloven i a  

H FC Today, DACs a re releva nt o n l y  for a 

m i nority of rea ders. D-to-A ch i psets have 

evo lved fast, m a k i n g  conte m pora ry CD 

p l ayers so good that afte rma rket DACs have 

l i m ited merit. We're not s u re we a g ree that 

DVD-ROM d rives with DACs wou ld outclass 

s i m i l a rly priced CD pl aye rs a s  you suggest. 

Some m a n ufactu rers, such as Roksa n ,  go to 

g reat lengths to sou rce CD d rives for their  

p l ayers. H owever, we wi l l  conti n u e  to review 

DACs (especi a l ly in co m b i n ation) a n d  

recommend t h e  exce l l ent Cyrus DAC X 
revi ewed l a st month ( HFC 279) .  

"With many good DVD 
transports, surely 
adding a DAC would 
outperform CD?" 
COLD SHOU LDER 

In response to Andy G i les' Dispatches p i ece on 

the Arct ic Mon keys (HFC 279 ) ,  I would l i ke to 

say what a load of ru bb i sh  1 By the look of 

Andy's photo, both he a nd  I a re ra p idly 

head i ng i nto old fa rt territory. I fi n d  the Arct ic 

Mon keys to be lyr ica l l y clever, melod i cal and 

m us i cally exciti ng. Not s i n ce I ra n home with 

my Talk i ng  Heads 7 7  alb um  shoved u nde r  my 

a rm have I enjoyed an a l b u m  as m uch on fi rst 

hea ri ng, my only d isappoi ntment be ing the 

q ual ity of the record i ng: defi n itely m id-fi . 

However, what it does p rove is that the 

enjoyment of mus ic is  totally subjective - what 

Andy needs is  a n  i njection of a nt i -cyn ic ism 

elix i r. Tha n ks for a great mag. 

Peter Hodgkinson via ema i l  

BUDGET BEWI LDERMENT 

I was i nte rested to read Pa ul Messenge r's 

review on the Rega Apollo CD p l ayer as I 'm  i n  

t h e  ma rket for a new C D  playe r. B u t  ca n you 

expla i n  why Paul put it t h rough thousa nds C:I 



[ Choice Mail ] Readers' letters 

Above: Rega Apollo CD player 

CJ of pou nds worth of Na irn  gea r  with 

B&WSOOD spea kers' People buying a p l ayer i n  

th i s  pr ice bracket w i l l  have partner ing 

eq u i pment of a s im ila r value and  would 

p resuma bly l i ke to know how it sou nds with 

pr ice-matched gea r. 

H. Shearwood West M i dla nds  

H FC We're very proud o f  our  comprehensive 

test reg ime at Hi-Fi Choice a n d  we wi l l  

a l ways l i ste n t o  kit with a va riety of 

p a rtneri ng gea r to e m u l ate rea l -world 

sce na rios. H owever, it's a l so essenti a l  fo r 

every reviewer to r u n  a ' reference' system 

that they know i nt imately. This a l l ows us to 

accu rate ly a n a lyse performa nce a n d  identify 

subtle n u a nces in a l i ste n i n g  envi ronment 

that is control led.  

I n  Pa u l 's review, he exp l a i ned that serious 

l i ste n i n g  bega n with the Nairn gear  a fter he 

had co mpleted some A/ B testi ng with the 

Apo l l o's u p m a rket predecessor, the J u p iter. 

With sou rce compone nts in p a rticu l a r, it's 

essenti a l  to provide a fa m i l i a r  'wi ndow' that 

wil l  e n a b l e  us to 'see' exactly what's go ing 

on at sou rce leve l .  

DOWN U N DER DEMO 

I recent ly p u rchased a pa i r  of KEF Reference 

203 floorsta nde rs a n d  need to buy a new CD 

player and amp. It 's d iff icult to a ud it ion 

su ita ble gea r with the KEFs as there i s  only one 

® 

KEF  Refe rence dealer i n  my a rea of Austral i a .  

Do you have a ny suggestions' 

Kevin Sweeney Austra l i a  

H FC W e  spoke t o  K E F  U K. A spokesperson 

sa id :  "KEF doesn't norm a l ly recommend 

specific bra nds, but we conta cted our 

Austra l i a n  d i stri butor who suggested Denon 

or Bryston for ampl ification a nd Denon for 

the CD player. I f  budget a l lows, a Meri d i a n  

GSl receiver or G O l  / G 5 6  pre/ power with a 

G06 or GOB CD pl ayer wou l d  a l so be a n  

excel lent cho ice. I n  genera l  terms, w e  have 

found that KEF Reference performs best with 

a m ps ab le  to del iver h i g h  cu rre nt clea n ly." 

"People buying a 
player want to know 
how it sounds with 
price-matched gear." 

TH ERE'S NO LIM IT? 

What's the l i m it of h i -fi rep rod uct ion' With 

develop ing tech nology and new formats 

emerg ing, the q uestion of li m its must a rise . Are 

we there yet? Or is there fu rther  i n fo deep i n  

t h e  grooves o f  a n  L P  sti l l  to b e  extracted' 

Su rely, the level of i n formation on a d i sc must 

be re l ated to the record i ng  equ i pment used' 

However, ca n a 1 9 60s record i ng be p resented 

in such a way with mode rn eq u i pment that i t  is 

actually perce ived as sou n d i ng 'better' than  

the live performance it was  recorded from' 

Euan McDade via emai l  

H FC There's sti l l  a long way to g o  to rea ch 

the l i m its of re prod ucing a record i n g .  

Anyone l u cky enough t o  hear  t h e  ori g i n a l  

( u n a m p l ified) performa nce, a record i n g  of 

the same performa n ce at the master ing 

sta ge a n d  the same t h i n g  rep roduced in the 

home wil l  hear a d rop in q u a l ity at each 

sta ge. Each yea r, d evelopments i n  

eng i neeri ng,  materi a l s  science a n d  

tech n ology m e a n  there's a sci nti l l a  more 

i n formation capable  of being p u l l ed from a 

vinyl  or polyca rbo nate d i sc. I m p rovements to 

h i -fi a i m  to get the l i stener in the home a s  

close a s  poss ib le  t o  t h e  orig i n a l  performa nce 

via that record ing  stud i o  . . .  but no fu rther. 

CREATU RE COMFORTS 

We brea k u p  the ent i re h i-fi cha i n  i nto 

separate components, on ly  to attempt to put i t  

al l back togethe r  aga i n .  Then comes along the 

Meri d i a n  808 i  Refe rence CD player, wh ich 

plugged i nto Meri d i a n 's active spea kers, 

p rod uces a 'system'. So, a re we stra nge 

creatu res or merely con form i ng to earn ou r  

badge as a n  a u d ioph ile' 

Eugene Tan via ema i l  

H FC W e  love t h e  d iversity of h i -fi a n d  enjoy 

in eq u a l  measure the mu lti-box routes as 

wel l  as the elega nt s impl icity of sol utions 

such a s  Meri d i a n's. This month, on p46 we 

ta ke a n  exc l u sive look at Meri d i a n's new 

M 3 1 00 a ctive spea kers, which a re a l so 

ava i l a b l e  in DSP form for the u lt imate i n  

s i m p l icity w h e n  used with a su ita b le  sou rce. 







[ Beautiful Systems] 

Stealth fighter 
Some hi-fi comes dressed to kill, some looks deceptively ordinary. 
This combo from Arcam and Canton falls into the latter category 

L et's go ove r the ground rules. 
Actually, there's on ly  one. A 
Beautiful System ca n be exquis ite 

to look at, as exotic as the ra rest orch i d ,  
more expens ive than  a B righton beach 
hut and less comp romised than  
Fe rna ndo Alonso's Formula One ca r. But, 
the po i nt is, it doesn't have to be. It ca n 
just as eas ily be modest and  
unassum i ng, as ma i nstream as Kellogg's 
Corn F la kes, the very ep itome of squa re, 
safe conservat ism a nd  as afford a ble as a 
KFC Fa m ily Bucket. As well as be ing i n  
t h e  eye o f  t h e  beho lder, t h e  'beaut iful' 
b it, at a funda menta l  leve l ,  refers to the 
way the system sounds .  Natural ly, 
aesthetics do matter - you'll never see a 
system i n  these pages that remote ly 
resem bles a bag of spa n ners - but son i c  
beauty will a lways come fi rst. 

So, if your i n it i a l  response to a stereo 
that br i ngs together  two big name ,  
m i d d l e-of-the-road b rands  (one B rit i sh ,  
one German )  that clea rly emp loy 
des igners equi pped a l most exclusively 
with rulers a n d  set squa res, is to stifle a 
yawn,  so be i t. But l et me sha re a hunch 
with you. Someti mes good th i ngs come 
i n  the pla i n est of  wra ppers. 

Whatever shortfall of megaloman i a c, 
worl d-dom i nat ing am bit ion the 
i n dustrial des igners at Arca m and 
Ca nton m ight have, it i sn 't  s ha red by the 
respective compan i es' eng ineers. The 
sma rt but low-th rill a ppea rance of th i s  
CD player, i n tegrated amp, floorsta n d i ng 
spea ker com bo won't leave any pass i ng 
goose fea rful of i m m i nent ne rvous 
shock, but as a nyone  fa mi l i a r  with the 
reputations of these com pan ies will tell 
you, system performance p rom ises to be 
wond rously potent. And that, in itself, is 
k i nd  of beautiful. Look at i t  th i s  way: no 
superca r is  safe when there's an Aud i 
RS4 on the p rowl .  The best p redators a re 
often maste rs of stealth .  

Over i ts fi rst 3 0  yea rs, Arca m has 
undoubtedly become a B rit-fi i n stitut ion. 
The Ca mbri dge-based compa ny's m i ssion 
statement today is the sa me as it 's 
always been :  to prov ide h igh 
performance solutions for peop le  who 
demand  the best from movies a nd  
music. To ut il ise the latest i n novative, 
ground-b rea k ing tech nology yet 
ma i nta i n  a soph i st icated s impl ic ity of 
des ign .  To make h i -fi that lasts - Arca m 
is still a ble to repa i r  most of the p roducts 
it made ove r twenty yea rs ago. 

ICONIC PRAISE 

There have been numerous i con ic 
p roducts s i n ce its fi rst, the A60 
i n tegrated amp of 1 976 ( before A&R 
Ca mb ridge was shortened to Arca m ), 
but none that has attracted quite as 
much un iversal praise as its current FMJ 
flags h i p  l i n e  up that p rov ides the 
electron i cs for this system. And right at 
the front is a rgua b ly Arca m's greatest 
h i -fi source com ponent to date, the 
£ 1 , 400 FMJ CD3 6 CD p l aye r. Arca m 
calls it "the p i n nacle of CD reproduction 
at a real-world p rice" and c la ims  that its 
sound quality outperforms that of 
players many t imes more expens ive. 
Forget the p i nch of salt, Arca m has 
made so many imp ressive CD sp i n n e rs 
over the yea rs, th i s  is no i d l e  boast. 

Key performance a reas i n clude 
upsa mpl ing the 44.l kHz d igital data 
stream to 1 92 kHz, wh ich  allows the use 
of a ve ry h igh frequency analogue 
output filter for imp roved phase a nd  
frequency response. T he  DAC ci rcuit 
boa rd has a total of four two-cha n nel 
Wolfson 8740 DACs - these multi -b it 
De lta-S igma dev ices a re c l a i med to be 
the very best perform i ng DAC ch ips  
ava ila ble. Us ing seve ra l i n  para l l e l  i s  sa id  
to further  reduce no i se  a n d  d i stort ion,  as  
well as imp rovi ng l inea rity. c::::i 

"It can just as easily be modest and unassuming, 
as mainstream as Kellogg's Corn Flakes and as 
affordable as a KFC Family Bucket." 

Arcam FMJ 
CD36 CD player 
£ 1 ,400 
The loftiest CD 
p layer Arca m has 
p roduced to date. 
Reso lvi ng powe r a n d  
honesty a r e  i n  t h e  
pre m i e r  league ,  
regard l ess of pr ice. 
Very wel l  b u i l t  and a 
d ream to use, too. 
World c lass. 

Arcam FMJ 
A3 2 integ rated 
amplifier 
£ 1 ,200 
The A3 2 is a 
form idab le  performer. 
Powerfu l enough to 
d rive a wide ra nge of 
spea kers, its 
transparency a nd 
prec is ion a re even 
more i m p ressive. 
M icroprocessor 
operation ,  too. 

l oudspeaker 
£ 1 ,800 per pai r 
Large, th ree-way, 
fou r-d river 
f loorsta nder  is  a true 
wide ba ndwidth 
desi g n  with 
rema rka b le  dyn a m i c  
freedo m .  A ser ious 
pa i r  of spea kers that 
h a n d l e  everyt h i n g .  



&:l The CD3 6 a l so benefits from a n  
ent i re ly new power supp ly  a nd  mother 
boa rd , and the app l ication of a new 
mate ri a l  i n  i ts  construct ion ca l l ed Stea l th 
Mat (origi n a l l y  deve loped for use in  
stea lth fighters) that i s  c l a i med to 
a bsorb a nd  red i rect RF a n d  E M I .  
Control l i ng mechan i ca l  v i b rat ion was 
a l so a pr ior ity, wh i l e  the use of fou r- layer 
PCBs a l lows shorter s igna l  paths a nd  the 
de l i cate a u d io s igna l s  to be separated 
from the power supp l y  and othe r  noisy 
s igna ls .  If that's not enough for you ,  d rih 
ove r to p66 of th i s  issue, where the same 
p l ayer is  put th rough its paces with five 
of its most perti nent peers. 

J u st as the CD3 6 is a rguab ly  the best 
Arca m CD p l ayer ever, so the FMJ A3 2 
represents the compa ny's cu rrent h igh 
wate r ma rk for i ntegrated amps. Rated 
at 1 00 watts per cha nne l ,  the c i rcu it 
des ign i s  opti m ised for u ltra short s igna l 
paths a n d  the chass is is l a m i nated to 
m i n i m ise v i b rat ion. The A3 2 has six l i n e  
i n puts - CD ,  tune r, AV, DVD, VCR and  
ta pe - p l u s  a n  MM/MC phono  stage, a l l  
u nde r  soph i st icated m icroprocessor 
contro l .  The m u lt i -tu rn , h igh-resol ut ion 
switchab l e  vol ume  and ba l a nce contro l ,  
i nte l l igent i nte rna l  bus a n d  dot matr ix 
d isp l ay a re j u st that, as we l l  as being a 
joy to use and  look at. It a l l  e n hances 
the c lassy i mage a l ready esta b l i shed by 
the c h u n ky extruded a l u m i n i u m  fac ia .  

Both FMJ components fee l  even more 
expens ive tha n they a re, especi a l ly with 
rega rd to d amp i ng. Ra p the casework 
with a k n uck le  a nd  there's j u st a d u l l  
t hud .  A n d  Arca m remotes have imp roved 
in recent yea rs - sti l l  br ist l i ng with 
buttons, but more e rgonomic in l ayout 
a n d  upma rket in fee l .  

ECHOES OF T H E  PAST 

Ca nton's beg i n n i ngs I n  1 972  - fou r  
h i -fi enthus iasts joi n togethe r  with a 
com mon goa l ,  the rest is h istory, etc -
have echoes of Arca m's past, though on 
a s l ight ly l a rger sca le .  Ca nton sta rted 
offic ia l ly with 35 emp loyees on 
1 J a n u a ry 1 973 ,  asse m b l i ng spea ker 
enc los u res. The d eve lopment work was 
done i n  the l iv i ng room - Ca nton 
reasoned that spea kers be long i n  the 
l iv i ng room and m ust therefore be 
ta i lored to fit th i s  env i ronment  a n d  the 
peop le  i n  it. 

Look ing at the Vento 809 DC, it's 
obvious that the ear ly ph i losophy 
su rvives. Th is , by any sta nda rd s, i s  a 
strapp i ng  loudspeaker sta n d i ng some 
1 1 2cm ta l l .  It 's deep one too, at near ly 
3 6cm. But, measu r ing j u st 2 5cm across, 
the Vento presents a p l eas i ngly s l im  
aspect h e ad  on .  A th ree-way, fou r-d river, 
front-ported des ign ,  its s l ende r  a n d  
cu rved monocoq ue  ca b i net is  made  from 
six l ayers of l am i nate. The m i d ra nge 
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d river i s  mou nted a bove the tweeter, 
wh ich ,  in turn ,  i s  a bove the twi n  woofers. 

The 'DC pa rt of the nomenc latu re 
sta nds for D i sp l acement Control 
techno logy, wh ich  is  c l a imed  to prevent 
a spea ker's bass d river(s) from 
respond i ng  to s igna l s  that app roach the 
d rive rs' natura l  resonance frequencies -
i n  th i s  case " be low 20 Hz". What Ca nton 
descr ibes as "s ign ifi ca nt d river motion 
with no a u d i b l e  output at the s igna l  
frequency, but with very h igh output at 
m u lti p l e  ha rmon ics of the s igna l "  is a 
waste of ene rgy and  creates d i stort ion .  
DC i s  essenti a l l y  a h igh-pass f i l te r  that 
contro ls those excu rsions. No more 
waffl i ng woofers. 

Another neat touch is  the "shock 
a bsorb i ng isolat ion base", a wooden  
p l i nth d ecou p led from the spea ker's 
ca b i n et by fou r  s i l i cone d ampe rs a nd  
des igned to  i so late t he  ca b i n et from the  
floor. As  for t he  enc losu re itse l f, each 
sheet of the s ix- layer l am i n ate is 
i n d iv i d ua l l y  p ress u re-molded to ta ke the 
shape of the spea ker's ' h u l l '. Exceptiona l  
stiffness is  sa id  to  resu It. 

The d r ive u n its a re an i nte rest ing 
bu nch ,  too. Sta rti ng from the bottom,  
the two 200mm a l u m i n u m  woofers 
featu re doub l e-fe rrite motors that a re 
sa i d  to imp rove excurs ion l i nea rity. I n  
othe r  words, they go louder  with lower 
d i stort ion .  Ta k i ng ca re of the m i d ra nge is 



[ Beautiful Systems ] 

"It's hard to pinpoint any significant weaknesses in the system's 
performance. Its ability to time is just as impressive as its 
confidence at the frequency extremes and its open midrange." 

a 1 7 8 m m  alu m i n i u m  cone  w i th  a 
concave dustca p a nd  a beefy magnet 
system ,  a sp ide r  weave cone shape a nd  
- l i ke t h e  bass d rivers - a long-th row 
s i n usoidal (dou ble-cu rved)  su rrou nd .  
F ina lly, there's a 25mm tweete r w i th  an  
alu m i n i u m-ma nga nese dome ,  wh ich 
com bi nes the dome and coi l  former in a 
s i ngle stru ctu re. 

Sens it ivity is quoted at 88 .Sd  B ,  wh ich 
is reasona ble enough if  not exactly a n  
open i nvitation to u s e  s i ngle-ended tu be 
ampl if icat ion .  With 1 00 watts of Arca m 
m uscle, though, w indow rattl i ng is  
defi n itely on the agenda .  

HIGHER POWER 

Stra ight out of the blocks, it's clea r  th i s  
com bo does ' h i-fi ' i n  i t s  sleep. I t  has 
cla rity and gri p, h igh powers of 
resolut ion, a nalys i s  and orga n i sation, 
knockout dynam i cs and bags of mus i cal 
i n s ight Although not i m med i ately 
obvious, it also del ive rs the most 
extraord i n a rily powerful lower registers, 
he l ped in its task by the a bsence of a n  
u p pe r-bass ' h u mp'. 

The Ventas a re heavy h i tters. Bass 
add i cts need look no fu rther  for viscera l 
th rills, sla m a nd  extens ion .  The thwack 
of Steve Gad d 's d ru m  k it on Steely Dan 's 
Aja CD is palpa ble. The bass is also 
allu ri ngly fast, taut a n d  tunefu l .  Once 
you 've become accustomed to its power, 
you begi n to app reciate its i ntell igi b i l ity. 
But  the long, tall Ca ntons a re also su btle 
resolvers of d eta i l  t h rough the m i d  a n d  
treble, w h i c h  br ings benefits to all k i n d s  
o f  mus i c, b u t  is especial ly sed uct ive with 
female vocals which a re h a ndled with 
tremendous fi nesse and refi nement 
Li kewise the swoony stri ng a rra ngements 
on Jon i  M itchell's Both Sides Now. Real 
d el icacy, real power, real poise. 

It 's h a rd to p i n po int  a ny s ign i ficant 
wea knesses i n  the system's performa n ce. 
Its a b il ity to time i s  j u st as imp ressive as 
i ts  confidence at the frequency extremes 
a n d  its open m i d ra nge. It com b i nes 
d rive, powe r and a wide dyna m i c  ra nge 
with body and tonal su btlety. And it  will 
sta rt a nd  stop on the p roverbial d i me. 

The way th is system lets the mus i c  
flow i n  a natu ral, u n forced fash ion  is  

i m med iately ca ptivati ng and  u nfat igu i ng 
ove r extended l i ste n i ng. Sti ng's live set 
All This Time is a f i ne  sou nd i ng CD, but 
th i s  system's imp ressive cla rity, focus and 
retri eval of low-level deta il ma kes the 
record i ng s imply seem more ' l ive' than  it  
does on many set u ps . The r ich dou ble 
bass a n d  su btle p i ano accom pa n iment 
to Sti ng's rasp ing vocal on Moon Over 

Bourbon Street is pa rt icula rly majestic. 
Ult imately, this system delivers its 

mus i cal message with full force. I t  i s  
lushly deta i led and i ns ightful, yet 
effortlessly easy and  m us ical. I t's 
beaut ifully voi ced a nd  i mages p recisely 
with i n  a h uge sou ndstage. It goes loud 
effortlessly yet stays smooth and refi ned .  
I t ' s  fast and it rocks. I t  does what every 
Beautiful System shou l d  do and  creates 
the almost tangi ble p resence of real 
mus ic ians  in the room .  Some m ight wish 
for a more exclus ive badge - someth i ng 
s h i ny from h igh-end  h i-fi 's lofty 
a ri stocracy. But, beli eve us, with you r  
eyes closed, you 'd b e  h a rd pushed to te l l 
the d i fference. HFC 

David Vivian 
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True beauty, 
revealed 

At Leema Acousti cs . we are 

pass ionate abou• sound Ye ars 

of research and end less testi ng 

a re reflected 11 every Leema prod uct 

Pe rfection is a standard req u i re m e n t  

WI· en you l 1 ste0 ' th Leema the 

true bea uty o f  yo u r  111 us1c 1s  revea1ed 



OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED 

Percentage rati ngs for ·. nor an 

various d i fferent criter ia,  "°,:;;:,:!� 
l i ke sou n d  qua l ity and  to '"' job of 
va l u e  for money �

m 
� 

---�are-tnr.> Wtt:rrMaram::rS"1:800 player, th 

17 Mkll M, which has excellent build aod 

·e a \'ef'Y good impression in HFC 143. At 

;ame price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 

ng all-rounder in a compact case. 

'ter trying the Heart with the standard 

s we switched OYe< to the SiemerlS 

:idence and ease. It even seems to be 

Yi.x. t.dn Nnd ,, ,., ... avilised players fol' to.. 
money. But few combine dynamics with fine 

timing skills as effectively as this. HfC 
ldSOn Kennedy 

The th i ngs we th i n k  

cou l d  b e  better 

The prod uct's fi na l  

score. A l l  criteria a re 

taken i nto account 

but the emphasis 

is on performance. 

Com ponents sco ri ng 

more than 85% 

may q u a l i fy  for an 

HFC Award Badge 

Best Buy 
A component 

rece iv ing the coveted 

Hi-Fi Choice Best 

Buy Badge has been 

j u dged to del iver 

excel lent performa nee 

at its price poi nt, 

thereby offer ing 

outsta n d i n g  va lue  

for money. 

Editor's Choice 
This Badge is 

awa rded on ly  to those 

components that 

a re j u dged to de l iver 

reference-sta ndard 

performance, regard l ess 

of cost. These prod ucts 

may be considered 

among the very best of 

th e i r  k i nd .  

Turn the page for the most 
rigorous tests of serious 
hi-fi in the business ... 
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Jamo Reference R 909 loudspeaker [ Review ] 

Naked ambition 
Jamo's been thinking 'outside the box' . . .  and the result is this stunning new flagship speaker 

PRODUCT J a m o  Refe rence R 909 

TYPE Floorsta nd i ng  loud speaker 

PRICE E?,500 per pa i r  

KEY FEATU RES S ize (WxHxD) 48 .Bxl  27.6x54.l  cm 
0 We ig ht: 63. l  kg  O 25mm fa bric dome tweeter 

0 l 5 0 m m  m i d range d river with mag nesi u m  cone 
O Twi n  bass d rivers with 380mm a i r-d ried paper cones 
O Sensitivity: 89d B O I m ped a n ce: 4 ohms ( n o m i n a l )  

CONTACT W 0 1 9 2 3  205605 @ www.ja mo.com 

J a mo's sa les pitch for its new h igh-end 
spea ker begi ns l i ke th is : " Loudspea kers 
a re i n he rent ly compromised - beca use 

they a re based on boxes" . The company ca n 
comfortab ly  make that c la i m  beca use there's 
no sign of a box a nywhere on the Reference 
R 909.  It is not an especi a l ly ta l l  spea ker, but it 
is ve ry w ide, and  it houses not one but two 
mass ive 380mm d rive rs. The next su rprise is 
the sha l low depth of the enc losu re. I t  fact, it 
doesn 't have an enc losu re. I t  is a f lat( i s h )  baffl e 
loud spea ke r, a nd  the bass a n d  m i d ra nge 
sect ion is d i  po l a r  (the tweeter is a sea led u n it) 

So why a d i pole? And why featu re mov ing 
coi l  d rive rs when v i rtu a l ly a l l  fu l l - ra nge d i poles 
use p l a n a r  d i a p h ragms, such as e l ectrostati cs? 
One a nswer to the fi rst q uestion is that boxes 
have prob lems, na me ly de l ayed resonances as 
the energy is fed i nto, a n d  then re-rad i ated 
afte r a t ime de lay from the whole of the 
enc los u re. There i s  a l so a hyste res is effect 
resu l t i ng from the a i r  i n s ide  the enclosu re 
be ing wou nd  u p  l i ke a spr ing by the ene rgy 
impa rted from the back of the d rive u n it cones. 
An open baffle a rra ngement i s  i n he rent ly free, 
or l a rge ly free of these issues. I t  is sti l l  

e l ectrostatics a re e i ther very l a rge, o r  h a n d  over 
the bass to a ded i cated mov ing coi l  sect ion .  
E l ectrostatic or othe r  l a rge a rea p l a n a r  d rive 
u n its a lso have an i ntri n s i ca l ly low voltage 
sensit iv ity, a nd  a low load i m pedance. Th i s  
means  they requ i re a lot of very h igh q u a l i ty 
amp l i f ier  horsepower. 

A mov ing co i l  bass sect ion with sti ff, l ight 
cones (to m i n i m i se de l ayed resonances) 
p rovides a worka b l e  sol ut ion,  but there a re sti l l  
issues to add ress. T h e  m a i n  o n e  is  the 
p rogress ive loss of bass as  the h igh p ressu re a i r  
i n  front of a forwa rd mov ing bass cone  rushes 
a round  the rea r of the panel (and v ice versa), 
effective ly short ci rcu it i ng the bass. Natu re - as 
we know - a bhors a vacu u m .  Th i s  ca n be 
cou nteracted by a l a rger baffle, but th i s  wou l d  
be u ndes i ra b l e  for cosmet ic reasons. A more 
p rom i s i ng a l te rnative is to eng ineer  a 
6d B/ octave bass boost be low 200Hz, wh ich  i s  
p rec ise ly what J amo has done by i n cl u d i ng the 
e normous bass rad i ati ng a rea of two 380mm 
d rive rs, a species o f  d rive u n it you a re 
otherwise l i ke ly  to encou nte r  
domestica l ly on ly  i n  a ha ndfu l  
of ve ry l a rge su bwoofers. 

The bass d rive rs of the 
R909 a re opti m i sed for t he i r  
rol e, w i t h  l ightweight 
a i r-cu red paper cones with a 
rubber  suspens ion ,  for 
maxi m u m  responsiveness, a n d  
a n  open  a i r  resonance of 
27 Hz. Th i s  gives the system a 
LF coverage exte n d i ng to 
a round  2 S Hz. The m i d ra nge 
d river is  a h igh-tech SEAS 

"Jamo can comfortably make that 
claim because there's no sign of a 
box anywhere on the R 909." 
energised by the react ion force from the 
mov ing d i a p h ragms, but most of the t ime 
de l ays, the hyste res is effects, do not app ly. 
J ama  c l a ims  that d i poles ca n offe r bette r 
dyn am i cs, attack a n d  prec is ion - given a 
p roper ly sorted des ign .  But d i poles cou p l e  to 
the l i ste n i ng room i n  a q u ite d i ffe rent way (see 
Set-Up i n formation overl eaf) .  

The reason for movi ng coi l  u n its is  that 
p l a na r  d i a p h ragms a re physica l l y  i nca pab le  of 
cover ing low freq uencies. Th i s  is why most 

1 3 5 m m  u n it with a magnes i u m  
cone  and  a fixed pole p iece to 
m i n i m i se mov ing mass, to cover 
the a l l - i mporta nt 2 50Hz-2 kHz 
region .  The 2 S m m  tweeter is  a 
custom ised version of the 
ce l eb rated Sca n-Spea k 
Reve lator, but with a sma l l e r  
face p l ate so  that it ca n be  
p l aced closer to  t he  m i d ra nge d rive r. The  
crossove r is  a fa i r ly s imp l e  d es ign with 2 nd  

orde r  ( 1 2d B/octave) s lopes th roughout, with 
q u a l ity com ponents i n cl u d i ng Salen foi l  ca ps 
and  a i r  core i n d u ctors. 

The rea l k i l l e r  he re, however, i s  the structu re 
of the spea ker. Sta b i l ity is ensu red by a mass ive 
a n d  heavywe ight base, wh ich  extends  wel l 
forwa rd a nd  beh i n d  the baff l e .  That f lat pane l  
is actua l ly a seven- l ayer, 43 m m-th ick  M D F  
sandwich ,  cu rved back towards t h e  s i d e  edges 
for i ncreased stiffness a n d  to red u ce 
d i ffraction, a nd  b raced by a c lever ly d es igned 
5x60m m  sta i n l ess stee l  re i n forci ng brace/ 
d am per, wh ich  runs  from the back of the p l i nth 
to the top of the baffle. We were tru ly  a mazed 
at how stiff this speaker is .  We expected some 
flexu re nea r  the tweeter, wh ich wou l d  have 
had a cr it ica l i mpact on sou nd  q u a l ity. I n  fact, 
we've ra re ly  encou ntered a fu l l  box-type 
speaker that moved l ess when 
p rovoked .  O r, for that  
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POSITIONING 

As J a m o  m a kes c lear, it i s  d ifficu lt  to fi n d  a position  

for a conventi o n a l  loudspeaker i n  a room that 

m i n i m i ses the i nf luence of refl ect ions  and roo m  

modes, but d i po l es a re d i fferent. W i t h  a broad but  

not u n l i m ited l atera l s p read - the p l a n e  of the  

p a n e l  i s  a n  output  nu l l  - you need not worry m u ch 

a bout  reflect ions from s ide  wal ls .  Leave a bout a 

metre or so of free space b e h i n d  the pane l  to the 

back wa l l ,  a n d  the out of phase ra d i at ion from the 

back of the speaker wi l l  be retu rned de layed with 

respect to the front output. This is especi a l ly true if 

p l aced near  a corner, which means a n  increased 

path l ength for reflect ions if the speake rs a re toed 

i nwards, and this mea ns  stereo i m a g i n g  is not 

i m peded. More genera l ly, Jama c l a ims  that based 

o n  thei r own research,  d i po l es i nteract with rooms  

less  t h a n  m ost convent ion a l  loudspeakers. 

SYSTEM MATCHING 

The rules that a pply to other  p l a n a r  spea kers s imp ly  

don't app ly  here. I n  fact, the Ja mo's e lectrica l 

req u i rements a re closer to what you'd expect of a 

l a rge  box-type loudspeaker. The R 909 has a 

n o m i n a l  i m pedance of fou r  

o h m s  with just a brief 

excursion to three ohms in 

the octave a bove SO Hz from 

the i nformation we have seen .  

Power hand l i ng  is 800 watts 

peak, p rod ig ious  by a ny 

sta n d a rds, a n d  which it was 

n ot poss ib le  to even approach 

for th is  test, but with a 

sensitivity of 89d B/W, the 400 

watts into fou r  ohms from a 

Kre l l  KAV-400xi a m p  was 

enough for most domestic needs. 

We n oticed varia b i l ity i n  sound 

q u a l ity with changes in  

a m p l ification .  Kre l l ' s  KAV-400xi, 

Denon's PMA-SA l and Audia 's 

F l i g ht Two worked very wel l ,  but  

with d iscern a b l e  d i fferen ces in  

voic ing ,  n ot eas i ly  expl i cab le  from 

the very flat i m pedance curve. 

The advice, then,  i s  to a u d it ion 

you r  chosen a m p l if ier in 

com b i nation with the J a mo before 

m a k i n g  a com m itment. A bove a l l ,  look for a 

des ign with firm control a n d  good reso l ut ion.  
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Cl with a bette r fi n i s h  t han  J a mo's sel ect ion of 
h igh-gloss b l ack, red or ye l l ow l aque rs. 

Some may be su rpr ised that a speaker so 
i d i osyncrat ic has been made by Ja ma, but  i n  
fact, t h e  com pany h a s  a good track record i n  
cost n o  object, state of t h e  a rt loudspea ke rs. 
The R90g s imp ly  ma rks a retu rn to rad i ca l 

form. The origi n a l  p rototype, the b ra i nch i l d  
o f  J a mo's ch ief acoust ics eng i neer, 

Hen r i k  Mortensen ,  was constructed 
a bout eight yea rs ago, but 

the dec is ion to 
re l ease it as a 
com mercia l  p rod uct 
is mu ch more recent, 

tr iggered perhaps by 
the recent ta keover of 

J ama  by K l i psch. Or 
perha ps not J ama  
c l a ims  t h a t  t h e  R 909  i s  
a response to 
i n creas i ng demand  for 
h igh-q ua l ity ste reo 
reprod uction. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

J ama has not mere ly 
made a cover vers ion of 
what i s  a l ready 
ava i l a b le .  I ts assertion 

that d i poles don't 
i nteract severe ly 
with t he i r  

su rrou n d i ngs, however, i s  on ly  pa rt i a l l y  
v i nd i cated. I t  ce rta i n ly sou nds  d i ffe rent i n  
d i fferent rooms, but it worked extreme ly  we l l  i n  
my own ma i n  room, w i t h  the R 909 spaced 
a bout two and a ha l f  meters apa rt, toed in by 
about 2 5  d egrees and  p l aced c lear  of the 
corners a nd  wa l l s  i n  a room measur ing five 
meters wide ,  a n d  at a l i ste n i ng ra nge of a bout 
t h ree metres. The tweeter i s  h igh u p  on the 
baffl e, a nd  it i s  d i ffi cu l t  to fi nd  a seat i ng 
pos it ion such that the tweete r doesn't po i nt a 
l itt l e  above the ear  p l a ne, but that may have 
been a de l i berate des ign dec is ion .  Certa i n ly, 
the ba la nce is shy i n  the u p per  m i d band  
t h rough to  the h igh treb le ,  wh ich  comp lements 
an overa l l  ba l a n ce that natu ra l ly favou rs the 
bass ove r the m i d ra nge, a l be i t  on ly  s l ight ly. 

The R 909's voic i ng tends to be wa rm a nd  
fu l l ,  with a touch o f  reced i ng u pper frequency 
content. Comp lement ing th is ,  image ry is b road 
and deep, but this i s  not a spea ker that offers 
the holograph ic, ' i n  you r  l ap '  i maging of the 
best Ma rt i n loga ns, or some of the more 
ana lytica l convent iona l  movi ng co i l s . I n  short, 
th i s  i s  a speaker  with persona l ity. What you get 
here is an enormous sense of sca le ,  fa r 
exceed i ng convent iona l  spea ke rs even b ig ones 
l i ke B&W's l a rger BOO Ser ies models .  And yet 
somehow J ama  has consp i red to de l ive r th i s  
sca le  without a ny obvious s i n s  of  overhang or 
'boom'. The sense of d rama ,  of the physica l 
p resence of the m us ica l  pe rformers r ight there 
i n  the l i ste n i ng room ,  a ppea rs to be i ntr i n s i c, 



where more conventi o na l  spea kers with a 
s im i l a r  ba l a nce often sou nd overb lown. 

Jamo c la ims there is "no ca b i net contri but ion" 
to the sou nd ,  a nd  that the R 909 is "c lea r a nd  
unco lou red" .  T h i s  is putti ng  it too strong ly. As 
a l ready suggested a bove, the R 909 is fa r from 
bei ng a spea ker  d evo i d  of the k i nd  of cha racte r 
genera l l y associated with loudspeaker 
enc losu res, but its cha racte r is d i fferent From 
one po int  of vi ew, the big, easy a n d  re laxed 
sou nd  of this speaker is one of its g reatest 
strengths, especi a l ly as it is ach i eved without 
loss of deta i l ,  and without sou n d i n g  ' b l owsy' or  
out of contro l .  And th i s  i s  exact ly what the 
R 909 does ach ieve. S u re, it i s  percepti b ly 
wa rm, but the bass is u n usua l l y  tunefu l  a nd  
we l l  p roport ioned i n  its own  ri g ht O rchestra l 
entr ies a re we l l  t imed ,  with the k i nd  of ba l a nce 
and we i g ht you m i g ht wel l  be look i ng  for 
when seated, say, one th i rd to one ha l f  of the 
way to the back of m a ny concert ha l ls ; the k ind 
of ba l a nce that a l l ows a r ich , yet comp l ex 
sou nd from the ce l l os a nd  doub l e  basses. 

But the J amo  i s  j ust as good at the more 
subt le  stuff Although  the Reve lator tweeter 
doesn't have qu ite the precis ion  a nd  crysta l l i ne 
pu rity of a d i amond or beryl l i u m  tweeter, it is 
better than  most of the rest I n  part icu l a r, it 
offers broad a nd  even d ispers ion ,  a nd  it's good 
at ma i n ta i n i n g  its vo ic i ng  at a wide ra nge  of 
d i ffe rent power l eve ls . There is no h i nt of a 
change i n  sou nd ,  or of a ny loss or a rt icu lat ion 
or  c l a r ity d u ri n g  ve ry loud  passages, a nd  the 

Jamo Reference R 909 loudspeaker [ Review ] 

Scan-Speak Revelator 
tweeter on special 

48.Scm 
small faceplate 

Sealed rear of 
tweeter 

SEAS magnesi um Open back of 
cone midrange midrange unit, 
driver operates in  

dipole mode 

Centre brace 
for stiffening 
and damping 
baffle 

Two massive 
bass drivers 
with Open back of 
lightweight basket helps 
paper cones to reduce 

dynamic 
compression 

High-gloss 
High grade finish in black, 

red or yellow biwire 
speaker 
terminals 

Heavy base can be 
augmented with spi kes Crossover housed in base 

"On paper, the Jamo R 909 may look like a 
difficult proposition, but in real life it's much 
more forgiving than many of its peers." 

R 909 is one of the most adapta b le  of spea kers 
i n  that it reta i ns a sense of p resence, sca l e  a nd  
cons istency across a w ide  vo l ume  ra nge .  

I t  is a l so a speaker  wh i ch works rea l l y  we l l  
with h u m a n  voice, fema l e  vo ice i n  pa rt icu l a r. 
The l i kes of Made l e i ne  Peyroux, Patri c ia Ba rber 
a n d  Suza n n a h  Mccork le ,  whose expressive, 
jazzy lyri c i sm often gets mang led when 
p rocessed i n  the h i g h-fi de l ity mach i ne, come 
across w ith  a ra re bea uty, the k i nd  of 
expressiveness and fl u i d ity often associ ated 
with much sma l l e r  spea kers, a n d  a freedom 
from chesti ness or the usua l  box type a rtefacts. 
But, a nd  th i s  is ra re i n  com b i n at ion ,  the R 909 
is a l so a su perb i n stru ment fo r l a rge-sca l e  
materi a l  i n  a ny gen re. I t  wo rked we l l ,  fo r 
exa m p le , i n  Schoe nbe rg 's  d ense ly scored 
Pe//eas und Me/isande (a  persona l  favou rite), 
tha n ks to its cr isp m i d  band ,  strong overa l l  
homogene ity a nd  a sense of wei g ht a n d  
extens ion a nd  that is as  ra re as i t  i s  p reci ous. 

On paper, the J amo  R 909 may look l i ke a 
d i ff icu lt  p roposit ion ,  but i n  rea l  l i fe it's much 
more fo rg ivi ng than  many of its peers. True, i t  
doesn't suffe r i n adequate a m ps without protest, 
but it doesn't req u i re excessive power, J U St fi rm 

contro l ,  a n d  it tu rns out to be easy to p lace i n  
med i u m  size rooms or  l a rger. I t  i s  a l so a n  easy 
loudspea ker  to l i ste n to, wh ich is not a lways the 
case at th is  end of the ma rket - it 's suffic ient ly 
but not excessively ana lytica l ,  and its attractive 
ba l a nce is  j u st on the wa rm s ide of neutra l .  H FC 

Alvin Cold 

SOU ND » 93% [! PRO 
Deep bass and expansive f---------1 imaging. Easy on the ear and 

just as easy on the eye thanks 
to the distinctive and elegant 
endosu reless design.  

EASE OF DRIVE » 70% 
I I I I IJ;J!I I I I 

>------------1 l:.i CON 
BU I LD » 96% Not as sharp or as ana lytical 

as some simila rly priced 
>------------1 models, may be too 'fruity' for 

some tastes. The physica l 
characteristics of the speaker 
are not for everyone. 

VALUE » 84% 
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Marantz DV9600 universal disc player [ Review] 

"There is plenty of detail on offe[ The 
DV9600 pulls a lot of information from a CD, 
especially with all the displays turned off." 

of Ci rrus Log i c  CS4298 ch i ps. Th i s  stereo 
Delta-S i gma  D-to-A converte r ch i p  has two 
usefu l feathers in its ti ny s i l icon hat: it de l ivers 
a m i g hty 1 20dB  dyna m i c  ra nge and  dea l s  with 
D i rect Strea m D ig ita l data from an SACD p l ayer 
l i ke a native, f i l ter i ng the d atastrea m at SOkHz. 
Mara ntz has a l so des igned the chass is to 
sepa rate the aud io ,  v ideo, tra nsport and  PSU 
stages; with a su bsta nti a l  tra nsport mechan i sm 
and  l a rge  tra nsformer i ns ide ,  these need to be 
isol ated from the de l i cate aud io a nd  v ideo 
ci rcu its. I f  you wa nt to keep the aud io i n  the 
d i g ita l doma i n ,  there a re opt ica l and  coax ia l  
outputs fo r CD and  DVD-Video data ,  p l u s  a pa i r  
o f  i . L i n k  con nectors that w i l l  add it iona l ly pass 
SACD and DVD-Aud i o  to su ita b ly-eq u i pped 
amps. U n l i ke the majo rity of today's p l ayers, 
there's even a head phone socket a nd  the now 
ob l i gatory RS232  and  remote control l i n ks. 

This is i mp ressive enough  to prick u p  
aud i oph i l e  ea rs, but the v ideo s ide i s  perha ps 
even more s i g n ifica nt. The H DM I  (v l . l ) d i g ita l 
output su pports H DCP ( H i g h-Ba ndwidth D ig ita l 
Copy Protect ion ) , a mu st-have fo r the l atest 
' H O- Ready' screens a n d  p rojectors. Th is is 
noth i n g  speci a l  - most H DM l -equ i pped DVD 
pl ayers do the sa me. The b ig  imp rovement is  the 
add it ion of l 080p sca l i ng - Classe got there 
fi rst, but Mara ntz is the fi rst com pa ny to de l iver 
l 080p on a p layer that's not hand -bu i l t  ( and 
not  w i th  a n  accord i ng ly stratospheri c  price tag) .  

What is  1 080p sca l i ng?  Put s imp ly, i t  ta kes 
the 480- l i ne ,  prog ressive sca n p i cture output 
of a DVD p l ayer and b l ows it  u p  to 1 ,080 l i nes 
wh i l e  reta i n i n g  the p rog ressive sca n (fra me by 
fra me  i n stead of l i n e  by l i ne )  fu nctiona l ity. This 
is done tha n ks to i n d u stry-sta nda rd Anchor 
Bay techno logy, us ing the l a test, h i g h- p rec is ion 
1 0-b i t  sca l a r  ch ip to p roduce u p-converted 
720p, l 080 i  a n d  l 080p  v ideo s i gna l s  from 
480p s i g na l s  rece ived v ia  the  H DM I  port. I t  
ca n eve n be u sed as externa l  v i deo  p rocessor 
for 480i output sou rces. 

Mara ntz uses top-notch video p rocessi n g  for 
more h u mb l e  screens too, with 14 -b it/2 1 6MHz  
D-to-A conve rs ion  a n d  a n  Ana l o g ue  Devices 
Noise Shap i ng  Video processor. The v ideo DAC 
is a notch a bove the average  at the price 
(mean i n g  sha rper, more co l o u rfu l i mages) a n d  
the NSV system a l l ows t h e  u s e r  t o  perfect ly 
ta i l o r  the output of the p l aye r to match the 
p i ctu re q u a l ity of the mon itor. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

This is  one of those ra re u n ive rsa l p l ayers that 
remem bers CD m i g ht be the sen io r  fo rmat, but 
it's in no way a ' l egacy' one .  With f ive sq u i l l i o n  
CDs ou t  there, and  m i l l i ons  more bought  every 
month, it's sti l l  the dom i na nt sou rce for mus i c  
on  d isc. Often ,  it seems  that  the des ig ne rs get 
sta rry-eyed at the p rospect of h i g h - reso l ut ion 
sou rces and over look the s imp l e  fact that the 

bu lk  of most peop le's co l l ections  a re CD-based. 
Fortu nately, Ma rantz has made CD 
p l ayback a pr iority w i th  the DV9600. 

There i s  a n  exce l l ent sense of stereo 
sou ndstag i n g  from CD. The mus i c  stretches fa r 
beyond  the spea kers, with good stage  width 
and very d ecent i mage depth .  Many u n iversa l 
p l aye rs p resent a wide ,  but paper-th i n  
sou ndstage; here, t h e  Ma ra ntz expa nds  the 
stage by project i ng  i nto the room and  beh i n d  
t h e  spea kers. There's even s ome  stage he ig ht, 
but th i s  rea l ly i s  the doma i n  of top-notch 
d ed i cated CD p l ayers. 

There is a l so p l enty of deta ii on offer. The 
DV9600 pu l l s a l ot of i nfo rmat ion from a CD, 
especi a l ly with a l l  the v ideo and  d i sp l ays 
turned off. There is a s l i g ht em phas i s  towa rd 
m i d range  a nd  bass, mak i ng  the p l ayer seem 
natura l  rather than 'd i g ita l ly' br ig ht, but that 's 
no bad th i ng .  Th is  has an added bonus of 
b ri ng i n g  out the a rt icu l at ion of voi ces, 
especia l ly fema l e  voca ls .  I n  fact, the o n ly po int  
where the DV9600 is  demonstra b ly i n fer ior  to 
top-qu a l ity standa lone  CD p layers is  in t i m i ng .  
There's some sense of tempora l  s l u gg i sh ness 
that the best p l ayers don't have. But th i s  ' sna p' 
in m us ica l  t i m i n g  is  a l most u n hea rd of i n  
u n ive rsa l p l ayers, especi a l ly a t  th i s  p rice. 

Of cou rse, where the DV9600 rea l ly s h i nes is 
in m u lt ichanne l  a ud io. Sepa rate H DAM ci rcu its 
i n  every cha nne l  ( i n stead  of j u st the stereo 
chan ne ls )  rea l ly ra ise the bar for h i g h - reso l ut ion 
mus ic sou rces, especia l ly SACD. Al l  the 
fi n d i ngs of CD rep l ay rem a i n  extant across the 
h i - res fo rmats, but with the added bonus  of 
snapp i e r  ti m i ng .  Perhaps th i s  i s  due to 
tempora l  l i m itati ons  be i ng  swa m ped by the 
sheer a mount  of i nfo rmat ion from al l  � 
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[ Review ] Marantz DV9600 universal disc player 

Ken lshiwata, brand ambassador 

at Marantz, discusses the 

innovative design that went into 

the OV9600 

HFC Is a h ig h-end u n iversa l 

p l ayer h a rder to m a ke tha n  a n  SACD player, 

from a n  a u d ioph i le  sta nd ing? 

Kl When we introd uced CD, nobody asked us to 

come up with a p layer that p layed both LP a n d  C o t  

Yet t h e  d i ffe ren ce between LP a n d  CD is much 

sma l le r  t h a n  between a l l  those d i fferent formats o n  

1 2 cm s i lver d iscs. Peop l e  d o  not rea l ise h ow 

d ifficu lt  it is to cope with a l l  the d i ffe ren t  

sta n d a rd s  o n  the 1 2 c m  d i scs. The fewer sta n d a rds 

you bu i ld  i nto you r  p layer, the eas ier  it  i s  to 

e n g i n eer. The m a rket, however, demands  a 

u n iversa l  p layer. 

As a pre m i u m  a u d i o  b ra n d ,  M a ra ntz had  to study 

the poss i b i l ity of m a k i n g  such p l ayer. But the truth 

is ,  there wi l l  a l ways be some com p ro m ise to be 

made if  we must cove r every format. 

Of cou rse, M a ra ntz has tried to m i n i m i se the 

inf luences of one format on a n other  but, o nce 

a g a i n ,  if you e l i m i nate the n u m bers of formats 

i nvolved, you have a much better chance of getti n g  

a g ood sou n d i n g  mach i n e t  

That sa id ,  w e  k n ow w e  have created b y  fa r the 

best sou n d i n g  u n iversa l p layer on the ma rket, 

u n d e rl i n i ng o u r  ' beca use mus ic  matters' p h i l osophy. 

What h a s  M a ra ntz done to m a ke the DV9600 

sound so good with CD? 

A key R&D focus of the DV9 600 was stereo sound  

q u a l ity. We have spent a huge  a m o u nt of t ime 

o pti m i s i n g  the sound q u a l ity of DV9 600 t But it 

m u st be rem e m be red that this deve lopment  

actu a l ly sta rted when we i n trod u ced the 9 5 00, so  

we have been  conti n u ous ly i m p rovi n g  the sou n d  of  

th is  p rod u ct for more than  3 0  m onths.  

Why do the d iscrete H DAM c i rcu its need their 

own c i rcuit boa rd? 

Actu a l ly, H DAMs d o  not req u i re a n  i ndependent 

c i rcu it  board ,  but to cut externa l  i nf luences from so 

m a ny other  c i rcu itries to a n  a bsol ute m i n i m u m  we 

decided to m a ke it this way. You ca n rea l ly hear  

the d i fference t 

Does video u psa m p l i n g  pose a ny problems for 

good sound q u a l ity? 

Once a g a i n ,  it's ent ire ly dependent on the so lut ion 

you come u p  with.  I n  o u r  a u d io-only d i sc mode, 

none  of the v ideo c i rcu i ts receive a ny power. This 

com p l etely rem oves i nterference from them. 

H owever, to keep a h igh sta n d a rd o n  DVD-Video 

sound q u a l ity, we m ust pay a lot of 

attention on this 

executi o n .  
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Audio board 
with discrete 
H DAM circuits 

Analogue and 
digital power 
supplies 

Proprietary ------
transport 
mechanism 

CJ chan ne l s, but th i s  locks t ig hter to the sou nd  
than  CD. Of the two formats, DVD-Aud i o  i s  
(J ust) the wea ker, sou nd i n g  excit i ng  but l ack i ng  
the pa l pab l e  'the re' sense  of so l i d ity a nd  
natu ra l n ess of SACD. 

I ntel l i gent ly crafted d i scs that use the 
su rrou nd  e l ement to b u i l d  a m b ience a nd  
de l iver accu rate, natu ra l ly recorded acoust ic 
i n stru ments (wh ich  means a lmost a l l  of the 
SACD c lass ica l  ca non )  a re s imp ly wonderfu l to 
beho l d .  The su bt le deta i l  and room-open i n g  
natu re o f  t h e  p l ayer, coup l ed with a ba l a nce 
that gent ly adds  the me rest touch of usefu I 
and  euphon i c  p resence w i l l  make even 
SACD-sceptics l ong  for mo re. 

VI DEO PERFORMANCE 

The DV900's sou nd is 'me re ly' very good ; the 
v ideo i s  someth i ng  fa r, fa r better. I f  you ca n 
ta ke fu l l  advantage of the on-boa rd 1 080p 
v ideo u psamp l i ng ,  you r  DVDs a re tra nsformed. 
P ictu res a re even more c i nemat ic tha n usua l ,  
w i th  none of  the sta i r-step edges of  even the 
best i nter laced p ictu res. Sh ift i ng  back to 
sta nda rd d i g ita l a n d  a na logue v ideo i n cu rs a 
d rop in qua l i ty, with l ess p i cture reso l ut ion ,  
more co lou r  b l u rr i ng ,  a touch of mo i re ( i n  
composite v ideo) a nd  i n creas ing ly jagged edges. 
But - a nd  th is  is s i gn if ica nt - the performance 
of the Mara ntz i n  a ny g iven v ideo output i s  
better than most of its riva ls. It even looks 
decent with bog-sta nda rd composite v ideo . . .  Al l  
of which means the v ideo process i ng  i ns ide th is 
baby is do i ng  someth i n g  rea l ly speci a l .  

Pu t  it together a nd  you 've got one  of the best 
m u lt i -fo rmat d i sc p l ayers on the ma rket today. 
The ba la nce of stu n n i ng p ictu res - especi a l l y  

Video board 
with Analogue 
Devices V7324 
Video DAC 

Control board, 
separated from 
all other 
sub-systems 

th rough  l 080p,  wh ich  a re so good, they' l l  l i ke ly 
keep the Mara ntz ru n n i n g  l ong  i nto the B l u - ray 
and  H D-DVD era - and  exce l lent sou nd  qua l ity 
across a l l  major d i sc types is  ha rd to res ist. 

New AV formats may be j u st a rou nd  the 
corner, but fo r enthus iasts wanti ng  to make 
the most of the i r  existi ng mus i c  a n d  movie 
co l l ection ,  this p l ayer is  a sta r. G iven that 
fi n d i n g  a nyth i ng app roach i n g  a riva l on  a l l  
cou nts m i g h t  m e a n  spend i n g  tw ice a s  much ,  
it's ha rd not to get very excited a bout the  
Ma rantz DV9 600. H FC 

Alan Sircom 

FORMAT COMPATI BI LITY 
DVD-AU DIO V' DVD+R V' 
DVD-VIDEO V' DVD-RAM • -- ----------------------
SACD V' M P3 AUDIO V' 
CD V' WMA AUDIO V' 
HDCD • AAC AUDIO • 
CD·R/ RW V' VIDEO CD V' 
DVD·R/ RW V' JPEG PICTURES V' 
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SOUND » 87% D PRO 

I I I I I I I 1;1111 I 
>> SUB RATINGS 
CD 84'11o SACD 90% DVD-AUDIO 86'11o 

Truly superb video 
performance, coupled with 
impressive stereo and superb 

f-
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---! surround sound make this the 
universal disc player to beat. 

f---------l D CON 

FEATU RES » 93% CD replay is  very slightly 
behind dedicated CD players 

>---------< in the timing stakes. 
Similarly, DVD-Audio replay 
lags behind SACD (but not by 
a wide margin ) .  

VALU E » 89% 
••••• ,. •• � 1• 

Marantz has ticked all the spec sheet boxes here, but has also 
delivered a universal disc player that comes up with the goods. 
There's no need to wait for new formats like Blu-ray or H D-DVD, 

the DV9600 raises today's discs to tomorrow's standards. 

Hl·FI )) OVERALL SCORE 
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Audia Flight Two integrated amplifier [ Review ] 

"There is something about the Two's fluidity, 
its expansive image scale and relaxed feel, 
that suggests thermionic origin." 
but c lear ly doesn't do so across the enti re 
1 00-watt power rati ng ;  that wou l d  requ i re a n  
amp  t h e  s ize o f  a refri ge rator that ru ns a s  hot a s  
t h e  su rface o f  t h e  sun  (we l l ,  a l most). I nstead ,  it 
l i ke ly ru ns in an en riched Cl ass B mode, wh ich 
i nvolves ru n n i n g  the fi rst few a l l - importa nt 
watts in C lass A and l ots of heat d i ss i pat ion .  
Don 't even th i n k  a bout stack ing it with other  
components, u n l ess they're on  sepa rate she lves 
of a we l l -venti lated hous ing u n it 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

The Aud i a  F l i g ht Two is em phatica l l y not l i ke 
othe r  amp l if iers. It is a ve ry i n d iv i dua l ,  ve ry 
c lassy a n i m a l .  I g nore b u i l d  q u a l ity fo r now; 
'c lassy' in th i s  context means  s im p ly that 
a lmost fro m the moment you fi rst use this 
amp l i f ier, it conveys an u n usua l ,  and c lear ly 
mus ica l a uthority a nd  presence. One  aspect of 
th i s  is that the a ud i o  cha i n  that you a re 
l i ste n i n g  to pract ica l l y d isappea rs. 

There a re few of the trad it i ona l  cues that 
a l e rt the senses, su btly mak i ng  you not ice that 
you ' re l i ste n i n g  to an e l ectro-mechan ica l  
system .  There's no sense th at, at some leve l ,  
the system is m a n i pu l ati ng  the m us ic  s i gna l ,  
a nd  no  t i pp i ng  the l i stener  off that  th i s  i s  not 
q u ite the rea l t h i ng ,  rega rd l ess of how deta i l ed 
or dyn am i c  the sou rce materi a l  is. It is j u st 
i ndefi n a b ly but u n a rgua b ly rea l .  We shou l d  

0 

add  he re that the ma i n  sou rce for th i s  test was 
a T +A SACD 1 245 R p layer, a n d  that it was 
used to d rive a n u m ber of spea kers, i n c l u d i n g  
t he  Mord a u nt-Short Perfo rmance 6 a nd  the 
Jamo R909 ( reviewed on p36) .  

I t  does not have qu ite the s l am  or  so l i d ity of 
many s im i l a r ly pr iced so l i d -state a l ternatives, 
a n d  i f  we were to g uess without a ny pr ior 
knowledge,  we m i g ht suspect the F l ight Two 
to be a va lve des i g n  a nd  not so l i d -state at a l l .  
There is someth i ng  a bout the  Two's fl u i d ity, i ts 
expa ns ive i mage sca l e  a n d  the re l axed feel of 
its sou nd ,  that suggests a therm ion i c  or i g i n  
rather  t h a n  s i l i con .  Perh aps t h e  amp l ifi e rs that 
the des i gne r  most a d m i res a re va lve-based. 

In the end, th is matters l itt le .  What does 
matte r is  that the F l i g ht Two is a h i g h ly 
expressive amp l i f ier, with expa ns ive 
sou ndstag i n g  a nd  a fi ne sense of deta i l ,  
thoug h  a lways i n  a wel l - p ropo rt ioned way. I t  
doesn't have q u ite t h e  l i g htn i n g  reflexes of 
some cou nterpa rts - in fact, it sou nds a l m ost 
re laxed by some sta nda rds. But  it does have 
the natu ra l a b i l ity to d ig deep ly  i nto very 
comp l ex po lyphony, a n d  the p resentation  does 
he l p  to de l ive r a very h u m a n  sty le of m us ic 
reprod ucti on .  There's no h i nt of steri l ity he re, 
noth i ng  'mech a n ica l '  a n d  the F l i g h t  Two is not 
as 'd riven' as some  des ig ns. But, as long as the 
sou rce materi a l  g ives the system a chance i n  

( 
T \V O  

the fi rst p l ace, the Aud i a  h e l ps to reta i n  a rea l  
sense o f  t h e  pass ion  that's l ocked u p  i n  you r  
m us ic  col l ecti on .  

I t  goes  fu rther. Aga i n ,  i t  a l l  depends  on what  
is  be i ng  reprod uced , but g iven th i s, we a re 
stru ck by the sheer bea uty of the sou nd .  On  
the who le ,  th i s  was  most appa rent with 
acoust ic materi a l  rather than the e lectrica l ly 
generated va ri ety, but it was very obvious that 
the F l i g ht Two breathes in a natu ra l  way, a n d  
that a who l e  ra nge o f  reco rd i ng s  seemed to 
g ive up the i r  essence in a more orga n i c  a nd  
be l i evab l e  manner. 

Th is  is a tru ly s i gn ifica nt amp l i f ier, one that 
reta i n s  the mus i ca l  essence of its sta b l emate, 
but with s l i g ht ly s imp l if ied featu res, a n d  at a 
pr ice that many w i l l  fi n d  more pa latab le .  You 
ca n buy s im i l a r ly equ i p ped a nd  s im i l a r ly 
powe rfu l amp l i f iers at ha lf  the cost, but there 
is someth i n g  very specia l  a bout the way th i s  
one goes a bout i ts  bus i ness. H FC 

Alvin Cold 

VERDICT 
SOU ND » 89% !l PRO 

Engaged, expressive music 

f---------1 �/t������ .. ����t��i�� ���rt 

FEATURES » 85% 

BU ILD » 88% 

power. Takes the performance 
of the excellent Flight One 
into the stereo-only domain .  

IJ CON 
Runs very hot. Sound not as 

>-------------! ���r��r
1
�o����l;e�:�:�::· 

VALU E » 82% 
......... '"''•• style than substance. Some 

minor control system issues. 

A curious design, its musical qualities take some time to seep 
through. This is an amplifier with heart and soul, and not just 
muscle. It's a fine choice for high-quality systems, but even 
more than usual, lesser ones just won't see the benefit. 

Hl·fl_ )) OVERALL SCORE 
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Meridian M3100 active loudspeaker [ Review ] 

"It's capable of projecting full-scale imaging 
and playing rather louder than would be the 
case with similarly-scaled passive designs." 

The M3 1 00 is a revea l i n g  a n d  powerfu l 
spea ker fo r i ts s ize. It 's ca pab l e  of p roject i ng  
fu l l -sca l e  imag i ng  a n d  p l ayi ng  rather  l oude r  
than  wou l d  be  the case w i th  most s im i l a r ly  
sca led pass ive des ig ns .  I t  i s  a lso tra nsparent  to 
va r iat ions i n  record i n g  q u a l i ty a nd  sty le ;  i f  an 
a l b u m  is comp ressed a nd ha rd-edged you 
know a l l  a bout i t ,  so m uch so that you th i n k  
that th i s  must b e  t h e  spea ker's cha racter too. 
But put someth i n g  l ess co m prom i sed on a n d  it 
expa nds  out from the boxes a n d  comes across 
in i mp ressively th ree-d imens iona l  fash ion .  

as l ong  as poss ib le .  The  two way, reflex- loaded 
M31 00 i s  the l east expe nsive and most 
d i m i n utive Mer id i a n  spea ker  yet. The ca b i net is 
made of M D F, l am i n ated with a l u m i n i u m  on 
the s i des to  enha nce r ig i d ity a nd  ca pped to p 
a nd  botto m with p i a no  l a cque r. Also, the 
who le  th i n g  is b raced and d a m ped with 
b itu men .  Th i s  co mb i n at ion  is  des ig ned to 
m i n i m i se resonance with i n  the ca b i net; it a l so 
looks g reat, especi a l l y  the s i lve r vers ion .  

The d r ive u n its emp loyed a re a l ong  th row 
1 60 m m  bass/ m id  d river with a ca rbon fi b re 
cone a nd  a 2 5 m m  tweeter in doped fa bri c, the 
latter be ing descri bed as "very h i g h  qua l ity" and 
badged as Merid i a n .  Each d river has its own 
b i -po l a r  power amp - the bass/m i d  gets 75 
watts, wh i l e  the tweeter has 50 watts to itse lf. 

There is a match i ng  centre channe l  speake r  to 
go with the M3 1 00 ca l l ed the 3 1 00HC. This has 
two 1 2 0 m m  woofers a nd  the sa me tweeter but  
s its ho rizonta l ly, a n d  is a lso ava i l a b l e  i n  a DSP 
va ri ety. A five metre Meri d i a n - b ra nded va n den 
Hu i  i n te rco n nect ca b l e  is s upp l ied w i th  each 
spea ker, as we l l  as screw-on feet and sp i kes. On 
the rea r  pa ne l ,  s i ng le -ended a nd  ba l a nced 
i n p uts s it next to an u n usua l  c lover leaf ma i ns 
i n l et. Fo rtu nately, a match i n g  ca b le  is s upp l i ed .  

SOU N D  QUALITY 

Before we sat down to l i ste n to the M3 1 00 i n  
a nger, i t  seemed l i ke a good i d ea t o  compa re 
th i s  sta n d a rd vers ion  with its DSP-eq u i pped 

a lter ego. The d iffe rences were ma rked a nd  
u nde r  the c i rcu msta nces made  a strong case 
for the M3 1 00, but we cou l d  not com pa re the 
two d i rect ly beca use of the way they work .  The 
DSP3 1 00 was ru n d i rectly fro m the d i g ita l 
output of a Meri d i a n  G09 CD p l ayer, where the 
M3 1 00 was d riven by the a na l ogue  output of 
the sa me p l ayer, contro l l ed  by a f5 ,500 
ECSpre l i ne  p rea mp l if ier. The  p lay i ng  fi e l d  was 
n eve r go i ng  to be even a n d  a ny theoretica l 
advantage that the ' d i g ita l '  vers ion had was 
more than  co mpensated for by the q u a l ity of 
a m p l if ication  used with the a na logue M3 1 00. 

The s ize of ma i n  d river l i m its a bsol ute bass 
extens ion ,  but on ly j u st. Mer id i a n  cl a ims  it 
reaches j u st 45 Hz (at -3 d B), but th i s  doesn't 
stop the M3 1 00 from de l iveri ng decent grunt of 
the va ri ety that most passive des igns ca n on ly  
d rea m a bout. Du ri n g  ou r  test p rogra m me, the  
k ick d ru m  on E l eanor  McEvoy's Isn't I t  A Little 

Late genu i ne ly k icked u nde r  its ausp i ces, c::I 

DSP31 00 - TH E DIGITAL DOMAIN 
For £2,595 per pai r, you can have an a l l-d igital version of the M3100 that offers a remarka ble selection of 

features and completely changes the way that this active speaker works. The DSP i n  the name sta nds for 

'dig ital s ignal  processing' and reflects the fact that everything up to the ampl ifiers is in the d ig ita l doma in .  

S ignal  is del ivered to one speaker via a coaxia l  S/ PDIF  ca ble, from a d ig ital preamp or source 

component. It is then sent from this 'master' speaker to a ny other 'slave' spea kers in the system. The 

master speaker accepts commands from a remote, which it relays to the other channel(s). The s igna l  is 

d ig ita l ly filtered and control led prior to separate 24-bit conversion  and ampl ification for each d rive u n it 

D ig ital crossovers have a n u m ber of advantages. Merid ia n  suggests they a l l ow the creation of 

' impossi ble' crossovers, in other words networks that a l low l i near phase, steep crossover slopes a n d  time 

delay compensation.  Th ings which cannot be done with ana logue filters. 

The bala nce control doesn't merely make one spea ker louder than a nother but combi nes this with time 

delay compensation, so that the s igna l  from the more d istant speaker a rrives at the same t ime as the 

nearer one. This is qu ite ha ndy for those of us who can't sit on axis; it's even possib le  to adjust the ax is  of 

the m idrange to account for d ifferent seati ng heights. Other features i nclude remote volume, tone and 

loudness control .  I n  short, it's a who le  d i g ital system i n  a speaker. 
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[ Review] Meridian M3100 active loudspeaker 

POSITION ING 

Merid ia n doesn't make a ny specific p lacement  

reco m mendat ions i n  the  insta l lat ion a n d  user  

g u ide,  but we fo u n d  that a g a p  of SOcm b e h i n d  

the  speaker gave a g o o d  ba la nce betwee n  bass 

re i n forcement and i m a g i n g  qua l it ies. With its rea r  

fi ri n g  reflex port, this is n ot a bou n d a ry spea ker  

des ig n,  desp ite i ts  com pact size. We fou n d  that 

toe i n g  the M31 00 in  to po int  to a n  i m a g i n a ry spot 

a bout a metre beh ind the l i stener's head g ives 

opti m a l  ton a l  ba l a n ce a nd i m a g i n g .  

W h i l e  th i s  spea ke r  w i l l  work we l l  o n  a ny good 

q u a l ity 60cm sta nd,  Meri d i a n  p rod uces matc h i n g  

a l u m i n i u m  sta nds  for the M31 00 ( £3 00 per p a i r) 

a n d  these a re an o bvi ous p a rtner. The sta nds  come 

i n  b lack  or  s i lver to su it  the speaker fi n i sh  chosen,  

and h ave mounting ho les on top and floor-fri end ly  

puck feet be low. They ca n be mass loaded and  

have rem ova b le  pane l s  on the back wh ich  can be 

used to hide the cab les .  Alternative ly, wa l l  

mount ing  brackets a re ava i l a b le ,  wh ich  c a n  b e  

bolted t o  t h e  back o f  t h e  spea ker, b u t  these a re 

rea l ly des igned for m u lt ich a n n e l  set u ps. In such 

systems, the bass w i l l  be provided by a su bwoofer, 

so the s i g n a l  sent to the speaker ca n be ro l l ed  off 

to avo id  the bass prob lems that a re l i ke ly to ensue 

with c lose to wa l l  sit i ng .  

SYSTEM MATCHING 

The M 3 1 00 can be used with  a l most any d ecent 

source com ponent and prea m p l i fie r, o r  the prea m p  

sect ion o f  a good i n tegrated, b u t  w i l l  l et you 

a p p reciate upgrades in a n ci l l a ry components . 

Meri d i a n  has a tota l system p h i l osophy, wh ich the 

company natu ra l l y  fee ls  y ie lds  

su perior resu l ts to a ny m i x  and 

match syste m.  M D  Bob Stu a rt 

poi nts out that you wou l d  be 

u n l i kely to b u i l d  a car u s i n g  pa rts 

from d i ffere nt com p a n ies, u n less 

you were b u i l d i n g  a h ot-rod;  he 

states that " a l l  our components 

exp l i cit ly speak the same el ectric 

a n d  acoust ic l a n g uage" a n d  that 

"they s i n g  when p l aced [together] 

in chorus". This  ho l istic a p p roach 

m a kes it easy to b u i l d  a Meri d i a n  

system but does n ot mean  that 

the k it won 't ge l  with othe r  

essent ia l ly  neutra l ly ba l a nced 

components, as was the case here. 
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25mm doped 
fabric tweeter 

160mm main 
driver wi th doped 
carbon fibre cone 

CJ l eavi ng p l enty of acoustic space fo r he r  
vo i ce to express itse l f  h i g he r  u p  i n  the 
soundstage. Meanwh i l e , the voice a n d  g u ita r  
of  Iron and Wine on vi nyl sounded su perb ly 
natu ra l ,  i f  a l itt l e  on  the warm s ide .  Th i s  seems 
to be a n  accu rate refl ect ion  of the record i ng ,  
yet it sti l l  sou nds  vastly su per ior to  most CDs_ 

One CD that does come  c l ose to LP i s  
Adem 's Homesongs. Th is  a l so revea l ed i ts  cosy 
s ide  via the Meri d i a n  spea ke r, wh i ch  makes 
one wonde r  i f  th i s  i s  not a cha racte rist ic of the  
l atter. N ext to  a Cha pte r Precis amp l ifi e r/ATC 
SCM 1 2  speaker pa i r i ng ,  the Meri d i a n  does 
i n d eed seem a l i tt l e  soh, but in terms of sca le  
a n d  openness the M3 1 00 is i n  a h ig he r  
l e ague. It 's a lso nota b l e  t h a t  u s i ng  the Cha pter 
in p rea m p  mode b rough t  a sta rker sou n d  to 
the Meri d i a n  spea ker, so it wou l d  be u nfa i r  to 
ca l l  the M3 1 00 'cosy' per se - it's j u st re l axed 
a n d  revea l i n g .  

T h i s  speaker  i s  ca pab l e  o f  reprod uc i ng  a very 
strong  sense of an i nstru ment or  voi ce's 
p resence in the room .  On severa l occas ions  it 
de l ivered a ' reach out a n d  g ra b  it' sensati on ,  as 
i f  the notes were p l ayed on i nstru ments 
a ctua l ly i n  front of you .  Th is  effect depended 

19.4cm 

Wall bracket 
mounting 
bolts 

Cloverleaf IEC 
mains inlet 

On/off switch 
and crossover 
mains fuse 

Switchable 
RCA-phono 
and XLR inputs 

ent i re ly u pon the record i ng ,  of cou rse, but was 
ach ieved with a var i ety of d i ffe rent tracks. 

The M31 00 has a reti cent cha racter that gets 
out of the way a n d  l ets the mus i c  do the 
ta l k i n g .  Th i s  means  that i ts sou n d  wi l l  depend 
u pon the sou rce a nd  p rea mp l if icati on  more 
t han  ave rage .  It is cl ose r to neutra l  t han  a l l  but 
a few passive des ig ns  at the pr ice and ,  wh i le  its 
h i g h  frequency q u a l it ies a re a l i tt l e  beh i n d  the 
best, at the other end of the sca le  the active 
factor makes it a very strong  contende r. 
Theoretica l l y, it w i l l  g ive of its best i n  a n  
a l l -Meri d i a n  system, b u t  there i s  no doubt that 
it works we l l  with low d i sto rt ion  components 
from other  b ra nd s  as we l l  - we got some 
su perb resu l ts u nder  such ci rcu msta nces. 

The on ly domesti c  active a l te rnative we ca n 
fi nd  near  the pr ice is ATC's SCM 1 0-2A. a rather  
more forth ri g ht a n d  muscu l a r  spea ke r  aga i nst 
wh ich  the Meri d i a n  sou nds  more easy go i ng  
a n d  re l axed , thoug h  perhaps less g ri pp i ng .  

A l l  i n  a l l ,  th i s  is a h i g h ly ca pab l e  a nd  we l l  
b a l a nced active speaker  a nd  one w h i c h  shou l d  
w i n  p l enty of  l i steners a round  to t he  
advantages of  active operati on .  H FC 

Jason Kennedy 

VERDICT ( • -- -.\ 
SOU ND » 87% 
1 1 1 1 1 1.liMI I 

0 PRO 
Un usually good aesthetic 

>------------< design. Plenty of power, high 
neutrality, low coloration, 
great imaging and strong bass FEATU RES » 86% 

for its size. 

� CON 
BU ILD » 94% Needs quite a high signal level 

I I I I I I I - I from prea mp. Not quite as 
>------------< tra nsparent as the best 

VALU E » 87% 

••••••r •• 
passives nor perhaps as 
powerfully dynamic as the 
best active speakers. 

This is an attractive and capable loudspeaker with great 
imaging and strong bass. It will also play louder, without 
distress, than most passive equivalents and has a degree of 
neutrality that lets you know about the recording being played. 

HHI )) OVERALL SCORE 







The a l u m i n i u m  front pane l  extrus ion has  a 
stri k i ng  t ita n i u m  fi n i sh ,  wh ich g ives the 
Ya maha  a we l come touch of d i st i n ct ion and 
ma kes a good match fo r the d i sti nctive ora nge 
dot matrix d i sp l ay. The menu  system is 
attractive and easy to d r ive, but the system 
fi rmwa re ca n be i rr itati ng ly  s low. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

The pu rist a ud i o  sta nda rds of DVD and  
u n iversa l d i sc p l ayers have been  im prov i ng  
stead i l y over t ime . The DVD-S2500 is no 
exception ,  a n d  as a resu l t  there is p le nty to  say 
in its favou r. With CD and  DVD-Aud io, the 
Ya maha  is  imp ressive ly so l id  and fi ne ly deta i led .  
I t  makes a ve ry f i rm, positive imp ress ion ,  a nd  
with strong ti m i ng ,  the p l ayer d rives the mus i c  
a l ong with some  convicti on .  But, a nd  th i s  is a n  
i m portant  caveat, there i s  someth i ng  fa i nt ly 
mech a n ica l  a bout the way it  sounds; not j u st 
with CDs a nd  DVD-Aud i o  d i scs, wh ich sound  
s im i l a r  t o  each other  on  the who le, b u t  a l so 
with SACDs, though  the latter tend to be 
voiced on the wa rmer a nd  fu l l e r  s ide .  

Desp ite these gener ic  d i fferences, a l l  a ud i o  
d i sc types sou nded var ious ly g ra i ny a nd  a l i tt l e  
raw, to  a n  extent that  va r i ed  w i th  the cha racter 
of the progra m me materi a l .  Made le i ne  Peyroux's 
de l ic ious ly expressive voca ls  on  CD somehow 
sou nded u ncom m itted, a nd  l ack i ng  the usua l  
mag ic. O rchestra l stri ngs tended to be messy, 
with a sand papery qua l ity a nd  a suggestion of 
h a rd n ess. Although  the Ya maha  presented 
itself as fi ne ly  deta i l ed ,  it was d iffi cu l t  to pick 
out i n d iv id u a l  sounds  in a comp l ex mix - voi ces 
in a cho i r  fo r exa mp l e  - and  the resu l t i ng  
s imp l if icat ion of  mus ica l  textu re red uced the  
com m u n i cativeness of  the Ya ma ha's mus i c  
mak i ng .  But with l ess dema nd i n g  materi a l ,  t he  
Ya maha  was  much  h a rde r  to crit icise. 

We l l - reco rded ma i n strea m rock, Ma rc Cohn 's 
eponymous a l b um ,  or D i re Stra its Brothers in 

Arms fo r exa mp l e, worked we l l ,  the Ya maha  
d isp lay ing some  assura nce. But i t  l acked t he  
reso l ut ion to  d i sti n g u i sh conv i nc i ng l y  between 
sta nd a rd CD, XR-CD, DVD-Aud io  and SACD 
m ixes of the D i re Stra its. They were a l l  c lear ly  
d i ffe rent, but it was d i fficu lt  to p i n  a ra n k i ng  
order  on  the way they sou nded .  

The Ya maha  p l ayer neverthe less eas i ly  
outperforms ea r ly u n ive rsa l  p l ayer des ig ns, 
whether p l ay ing stereo (CD) or m u l t ich a n ne l  
( DVD-A a n d  SACD), wh ich makes it at least a 
step i n  the r ight d i recti on .  But it wou l d  be h a rd 
to make a case fo r the son ic  su peri or ity of 
e i ther  SACD or DVD-Aud i o  with th is  pa rt icu l a r  
p l ayer  a l one :  there j ust isn 't t h e  necessa ry 
reso lvi ng  power, the expressiveness or gr ip .  
That  sa i d ,  it a lways sou nded c lea n and 

Yamaha DVD·S2500 universal disc player [ Review ] 

"The purist audio standards of DVD and 
universal disc players have been improving 
steadily and the DVD·S5200 is no exception." 

gene ra l ly we l l  o rde red d u ri n g  o u r  l i ste n i n g  
sess ions, a n d  t h e  overa l l  i m p ress ion o f  a 
deta i l ed ,  dyn am i c  perfo rmer  was strong .  

VIDEO PERFORMANCE 

Video qua l ity i s  good - we l l  in l i n e  with othe r  
p l ayers at  the p rice. P ictu res a re sha rp w i th  a 
r ich co l o u r  pa l ate, a n d  u nsu rp ri s i n g ly, the best 
resu lts a re from the d i g ita l H DM I  output .  

Us ing the Theatre mode on our pa rtne ri ng 
p rojector, the Ya ma ha 's b lack  l eve ls  were strong ,  
w i th  good shadow deta i l ,  a n d  m i d range  co l o u r  
was  vivid .  Sk i n  tones a n d  t he  g reens o f  outdoor 
scenes were especi a l ly s ubt le .  The strength of 
the a na logue  video adj u stments ava i l a b le  
th rough  the menu  system ca n he l p  make u p  for 
any lack of we l l -executed adj u stments 
e lsewhere, but even leav ing  th i s  to one s ide ,  the 
com ponent v ideo output rema i n s  sharp on 
screen .  The Fa roudja DCDi  p rocess i ng  of motion  
a rtefacts is a lways a cut  above some of  the 
no -name a l ternatives common  at th is  p rice 
l eve l ,  a nd  endem ic  p rob lems l i ke 'sta i rcas i ng '  of 
movi ng d i agona l s  a re we l l  s upp ressed. 

Overa l l ,  the Ya maha  is a workma n l i ke-to-good 
i m p lementat ion of a u n ive rsa l d i sc p l aye r. 
Pe rformance v ia the a n a logue  outputs is 
genera l ly decent, with pa rt i c u l a r  strengths i n  
the p i ctu re depa rtment, a n d  the d ig ita l outputs 
prov ide opportu n ity fo r fu rther  enhancement. 
It 's not as fu l l y  eq u i pped as the Denon 
DVD-291 0, and there is a lways the fee l i n g  that 

0 o o O C C  

the s l i g ht ly s imp l e r  Ma ra ntz DV7600 is a more 
g racefu l a nd  euphon i c  p l aye r  when de l iver i ng 
a na l ogue  a ud io, but the Ya maha  DVD-S2 500 
is s im p ly one of the top th ree in its c l ass. H FC 

Alvin Gold 

FORMAT COMPATIBILITY 
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SOUND » 75% I:! PRO 

I I I I I I UI I I I Good all-round disc player 
>> sus RAnNc;s with excellent video 

>--co_'4_"_'_"_0 1_•,._ov_0-•_7_'"--< processing, and respectable 
rather than thri lling sound 
quality from the various audio 

VISION » 88% 

disc formats . 

FEATU RES » 90% iJ CON 

I I I I I I I I l:J I No Lip sync adjustment or 
>------------< WMAjDivX support. Some 

VALUE » 82% 
•••••••••• 

criticisms of ana logue sound 
quality, which is more 
adequate than compelling .  

A well-executed mid-price universal player, the OV0-52500 
scores with its i .link and H OMI interfaces, making the best of 
mid-range multichannel amplifiers and receivers. The player 
may leave more audiophile users unmoved, though. 

Hl·fl[:fimCE )) a·· ·�10110' .  
OVERALL SCORE · L 
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L I N N 

I n terest Free Cred it I Cred it Te r m s  I Pa rt Exc h a n g e  

Ded i cated 2-c h a n n e l  & H o m e  C i n e m a  S u ites I H o m e  D e m o n strati o n s  

NEW 
Maj i k  CD - C D  Player 

Maj i k  Kontrol - Pre-amplifier 

Majik 2 1 00 - Power Amplifier 

:. AKURATE 242 

2 George Street - Hedon - H u l l  - East Yo rks h i re - HU 1 2  8J H .  
Te l - 0 1 482 8 9 1 3 7 5  We b - www.t h e a u d i o room .co. u k  

NEW 
1 1 0 Floorstanding spkr 

I 04 Compact spkr 

1 06 Left/Centre/R ight spkr 

1 20 Active Bass

Reinforcement spkr 

SYSTEM 

S-

:. KLIMAX CHAKRA TWIN 

\ \  



Impressively flexible audio 
server with full MPJ and AAC 

i-----------, encode/decode compatibility 
FEATURES » 94% and strong computer network I I ! I I I I I I I I integration. Sounds good, too. 

IJ CON 
BU ILD >> 83°/o Some minor usability issues, 

I I I ! ! I ! I I I I includi ng  slow response times 
_________ __, with some commands.  You're 



Dynamic Duo 
AVl 's two-way floorstanding Duo speaker is a neutral yet thoroughly engaging performer 

PRODUCT A V I  Duo 

TYPE Floorsta nd i ng  loudspeaker 

PRICE £ 1 , 2 9 9  per pa i r  

KEY FEATU RES S i ze  (WxHxD):  1 9 .5x77x28cm 
o Weight :  44kg o 2 5 m m  fa bric dome tweeter 
O 1 65 m m  bass/ mid  d river with 3 2 m m  voice co i l  
O Sens itivity/ i m pedance :  88dB/6 ohms ( n o m i n a l )  

CONTACT 11: 01 453 7 5 2 6 5 6  1;; www.avi h if i .co.u k  

I f you 've eve r been sti rred (maybe a l i tt l e  
shaken )  by the sou n d  of  a pa i r  of £300 
spea kers on  the end of a ca pab l e  h i -fi 

system, you ' l l  a pp reci ate what a ri s ky bus i ness 
compan i es that choose to ma ke a pa i r  of 
£ 1 ,300 spea kers a re in. Wh i l e  it's often a 
b reeze for we l l -des ig n ed budget boxes to 
pu nch a bove the i r  wei ght  when hooked up to 
a c lassy front end ,  it's m uch eas ier  fo r p ri cey 
spea kers to fa l l  f lat on the i r g ri l les g iven 
someth i n g  on l y  s l i g ht ly g rubb ie r  
t han  i m macu late to  p l ay with .  

The deve lopment  of AVl 's 
spea ke rs is t ight ly  i nterwoven 
with that of the i r  e l ectron i cs. I t's 
a k i n d  of v i rtuous son i c  c i rc le 
and it seems to work a treat: 
AV l 's La b Series CD p l ayer, DAB 
tu ne r  a nd  a m ps a re we l l  
rega rded a ro u nd  t h e  wor l d .  
And so  a re i t s  spea kers. Fo r  a 
'who le  system '  manu factu rer, 
that's a ra re ach ievement. 

The AVI Duo i s  a t>No-way 
reflex f loorsta nde r  that s i ts 
exact ly in the m i d d l e  of the 
com pa ny's t i d d l e r-to-t ita n 
spea ker  ra nge ,  above the 
Ne utron  and Pro N i n e  
sta nd  mou nts a n d  be low the 
rather  heft ie r  Trio a nd  Br io 
f loorsta nders. A lthough  
c lear ly c u t  from t he  s ame  
fu nct i ona l ,  u nde rstated 
c loth that s upp l ies m uch of 

• 

• 

the B rit-fi i n d u stry, AVl 's 
spea ke rs a re cl a imed by 
the i r  maker to app roach 

• 

the bus i ness of sou n d  
q u a l i ty i n  a d i fferent 
manne r  to most. Cruci a l l y, 
it bo i l s  down to how the 
crossover is i m p lemented . 

I n  the Duo, the 
bass/m i d  d river 
and the tweeter a re 
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d riven  by the i r respective crossovers with the 
i ntent ion that the s i gna l  a rrives with each at 
exactly the same time fo r at least an octave 
e ither s ide of the crossover poi nt. The a i m  is to 
e l i m i nate phase d i sto rt ion beca use th is ,  AVI 
contends, is what peop le  a re sensitive to rather 
tha n the amp l i tude i rreg u l a rit ies most spea ker  
des igns home i n  on .  I t  a l so a l l ows the des ign to 
opt for a l ower than  average crossover po int of 
2 . 5 kHz  - on ly  poss i b l e, says AV I ,  with a good 
fa br ic dome t>Neeter because ha rd o r  meta l 
d i a p h ragms resonate at h i ghe r  freq uencies. 

Beca use it gets the crossover 
ri ght  fi rst, AVl 's reason i ng  • 
goes, it g ives 

itse lf  g reater freed om to opti m i se the 
performance of the d rive u n its. The Duo's 
1 65 m m  bass/m id d river from Peer l ess, fo r 
i n sta nce, is sa i d  to sou n d  fa r better if its hands  
ove r to  the tweete r at 2 . 5 kHz  rather  than  the  
more usua l  3 . S kHz. I nc identa l ly, it i sn 't t he  
same u n it u sed  i n  the Pro N i ne  P l u s  
sta ndmou nt; it has a l a rger  (3 2 m m )  vo ice co i l  
a n d  bette r qua l ity d i a p h ragm .  T h e  2 5 m m  
doped s i l k  fa br ic Sca n-Spea k tweeter, on  the 
other  hand, i s  the one AVI uses i n  a l l  its 
spea kers, a ppa rent ly beca use it has yet to hear  
a bette r one ,  rega rd l ess of p rice. 

The Duo's enc losu re is fi rm ly at the b i jou end  
of  the  f loorsta nde r  sca le ,  measu ri n g  J U St 7 7 cm 
ta l l  and 1 9 .Scm wide ,  but very so l i d l y 
constru cted fro m 1 B m m  m u lt i -braced M D F  a nd  

s uperb ly fi n i shed i n  rea l  wood veneer - a 
chee rfu l che rry i n  the test pa i r's case. The 

twi n reflex ports a re fo rwa rd f ir i ng ,  
a l l owi ng some flexi b i l ity when i t  
comes to p l acement. AVI c l a ims  a 
freq uency response of BO Hz to 
28 kHz +/- 2 d B  with usefu l output 
( -6d B )  down to 50 Hz. Sens it iv ity is  
quoted at 88dB,  so the Duo  m i g ht 
not be be fi rst cho ice fo r those with 
va lve a m ps. Natu ra l ly, AVI 
recom mends i ts own 1 7  5 -watt La b 
Series I nteg rated but, if you haven 't 
got one of those, someth i n g  with at 
l east 50  watts per channe l .  

SOU N D  QUALITY 

As a l ong  t ime  user of AV l 's 
satisfyi ng  m uscu l a r  l i tt l e  f l ,500 
i nteg rated amp  a n d  match i n g  La b 
Ser ies CD p l aye r, it wou l d  have 
been chu r l i s h  fo r me not to l et 
the Duo  tea m u p, but  not u nt i l  
we'd t r i ed  them with a s l i g ht ly 
more modest fro nt end;  Pr im a re's 
CD21 CD p l ayer a n d  75 -watt 
1 2 1  i nteg rated a m p  fitted the 
b i l l  to a tee. 

It's often the case with 
speakers that set out to be 
accu rate - rather than  
man i p u lat ive - that  the  
fi reworks seem locked secu re ly 
in the i r  box. But what is 
someti mes m i staken for 
reticence or po l i teness is usu a l ly 

j ust the a bsence of hype 
and exaggerat ion .  After 
a l itt l e  accl i matisation ,  



"It all combines to deliver an unusually 
assured and unruffled style of music making 
that renders the densest mix enjoyable." 

the rewed- up  presentationa l  sty le  of ostens ib ly  
more 'exciti ng '  spea kers isn 't m i ssed and a more 
natu ra l  sense of l i fe, pace a n d  perspective 
sett les i n .  Live with a pa i r  of Duos for j ust a few 
hou rs a nd  you ' l l  fee l  no g reat compunct ion to 
go back to a more i n -ye r-face de l ive ry. 

Essent i a l ly, the sou n d  of the Duo  is tacti le ,  
l ow in d i stort ion and t ight ly focused, creat i ng  
a ste reo a rc that p rojects we l l  beyond a n d  
beh i n d  t h e  bou nda ries o f  t h e  ca b i n ets. I f  i t  
l a cks someth i n g  o f  t h e  sca l e  a n d  we ight  of 
AV l 's ve ry m uch l a rger  a n d  more expens ive 
Tri o, the sense of comp rom ise i sn 't g reat; fo r its 
s ize, th i s  i s  a gen u i ne ly  dyn am i c  spea ker. 

With the ch i l led fu n k  of No rm a n  B rown's 
West Coast Coo/in' CD, the p resentation  of fi ne  
deta i l  - both specif ic a n d  a m b ient  - wasn 't 
j ust engag i ng  but thorough l y  beg u i l i n g . The 
music sou nded open and a i ry yet potent ly 
fu l l - b l ooded ,  with beaut ifu l ly resolved ton a l  
co l o u rs a n d  ti mb res. T h e  bass n o t  on l y  
i nteg rates sea m less ly but de l ivers contro l l ed  
extens ion  w i th  conv i nc i ng  ene rgy a n d  rhyth m i c  
d rive. T h i s  i s  where ove r-ach iev i ng  budget 
boxes te nd to sound  stra i ned a n d  congested .  

With the more expens ive a l l -AVI front end in 
s itu ,  thoug h ,  the Duo  sou n d  is yet more 
transpa rent  a n d  revea l i ng ,  ca pab l e  of u nve i l i n g  
n u a n ces o f  tech n i q ue  a n d  t h e  record i n g  
acoust ic t h a t  other  compact f loorstande rs too 

often fu m b le .  In fa ct, it's h a rd to th i n k  of a ny 
othe r  f loorsta nde r  at th i s  p ri ce po int  that 
im ages with such so l i d ity o r  reso lves a m b ient  
i n format ion more natu ra l ly. 

It 's a n  u n avo i dab l e  conseq uence of physics 
that th i s  spea ker system doesn't possess 
p rod ig ious  bass weig ht. What  it does h ave is 
g reat d rive, p i tch p rec is ion and speed. Low 
notes a re taut, a rt icu l ate a n d ,  when the mus i c  
dema nds, su i tab ly  propu l s ive. Yet the Duo a l so 
sou nds  very smooth a n d  c lean ,  with a tota l 
a bsence of g ra i n  a n d  h a rd n ess that encou rages 
l e ngthy l i ste n i n g  sess ions without a h i nt of 
fat ig ue. Deta i l  is so we l l  i nteg rated i nto the 
l a rger  mus ica l p i ctu re, it never seems spotl it. I t  
a l l  comb i n es to de l iver a n  u n usua l ly assu red 
a n d  u n ruffl ed sty le  of mus i c  mak i ng  that 
re nders the densest of m ixes i nte l l i g i b l e  a n d  
enjoya b le .  T h e  spea kers s i ng  a n d  t u g  at the 
emot ions  wh i l e , at the sa me  t ime ,  sou n d i n g  
pe rfect ly contro l led a n d  even -handed .  

Beca use of  its i n he rent smooth ness the Duo 
scores a l evel of l i ste nab i l ity that can ' t  h e l p  but  
h ave broad a ppea l .  A l l  r ig ht, there a re a few 
budget e l ectrostat ic hybri d s  that m i g h t  sou n d  
a l itt le  more a i ry a n d  tran spa rent. And ,  yes, 
b igger  bangers a re go i ng  to do rock more 
th unde rous ly. But then the Duo  isn 't rea l l y a 
cha racte r act. It s im p ly l ets the mus i c  do the 
ta l k i n g  i n  emphat ic  fas h i o n .  

AVI Duo loudspeaker [ Review ] 

This tra nspa rency a n d  ta lent  fo r ca ptu ri ng  
s u bt le  a m b ient cues  comes i nto its own with 
dense ly p roduced materi a l  - say, Ba rry 
Ada mson's The King of Notting Hill. What 
m igh t  sou n d  th ick and tu rg i d  is u n rave l l ed 
with l i tt l e  effort a n d  stri k i ng ly u nforced 
perspectives; you don 't have to l i sten h a rd to 
hea r  exactly what's go i ng  on .  S imp l e r  t unes a re 
h a nd led j ust as d eft ly, J a mes Tay lor's voice 
be i ng  portrayed with j ust the r ig ht degree of 
nasa l ity a n d  wa rmth on the beaut ifu l l y 
p rod uced October Road CD. Wh i l e  the Duo  has 
stu n n i n g powers of a n a lysis , it doesn 't put the 
freeze r on  mus i c's emoti o na l  hea rt. 

In short, it doesn't matter what you th row at 
the Duo - it never tr ips up .  It 's a rem a rkab ly 
comp l ete, engag i ng  and ca pab le  desi g n .  H FC 

David Vivian 

VERDICT I 
SOUND » 90% I'! PRO 

I I I I I I I O:J I Outstandingly clean ,  dear and  f---------1 dynamic sound from such 
modestly dimensioned boxes 
with seamless integration and  
wonderful 3 0  imaging. Can  be  
positioned close to walls. 

EASE OF DRIVE » 77% 

I I I I I I Liii I I 
BUILD » 89% 

I I I I I I I I I 11 I 
iJ CON 
Won't appeal to those who 

f---------1 �:;��;���:������� ft �tk�h 

VALU E » 90% 
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I 1 3 0  
" I t  h a s  t h e  k i n d  o f  p e rfo rm a n c e  t h a t  p r o d u c ts 

in  the next p r i c e  c l a s s  u p w a r d s  wo u l d  

e n vy, yet h a s  s a c r i f i c e d  n o t h i n g  i n  b u i l d , 

f i n i s h  or u s a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s . "  

Who•  H i  F i ?  S J t1 P d  & V i o n  A v  • 3 1  2C05  

I C D 3 1 

p R M A R E 

""-:, 

� " I f  y o u  w a n t  a n  e l e g a n t ,  s u p e r b l y  b u i l t  t o p 

e n d  p l a y e r, P r i m a re 's C 0 3 1  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

p l a c e  to  s t a r t .  I t  s o u n d s  fa b u l o u s  a n d  

i s  b u i l t  t o  s ky- h i g h  s t a n d a rd s . "  

e � e  :; � �  

What  1 1 1 7 S o u  rd & V ; s r o n  Awards  2 105  

I S PA2 1 
" I f  yo u ' re af te r t h e  H o l y  G ra i l  of h o m e  

c i n e m a  a m p s  - g r e a t  s o u n d  w i t h  b o t h  m u s i c  

a n d  m o v i e s  - t h e n  t h e  S PA2 1 i s  i t .  T h e  

q u e u e  t o  p a y  h o m a g e  s t a rts h e r e . " 

W H ; V Av am 200 1  

� ' - • '"'-•'il: 

P r i m a re m a r r i e s  t i m e l e s s  S c a n d i n a v i a n  d e s i g n  w i t h  i m p e c c a b l e  b u i l d  q u a l i ty t o  

d e l i v e r  s o u n d  a n d  v i s i o n  a s  l a rg e  a s  l i fe  i t s e l f  f r o m  e l e g a n t ,  c o m p a c t  a u d i o  a n d  

v i d e o  c o m p o n e n t s  t h a t  a r e  a s  e a sy t o  i n s ta l l  a s  t h e y  a re t o  a p p re c i a t e  

Aff o rd a b l e  h i g h - e n d  a u d i o  a n d  v i d e o  f r o m  S c a n d i n a v i a 

8EST STEREO AMPLIFI ER £1500.£2000 
P'llMAIE 110 

BEST SURROUNO AMPUAfR f1 S00-£2 SOO 
PltlMARf SPA21 

w w w . c s e s o l  u t i o n s .  c o .  u k 
0 1 4 2 3  3 5 9 0 5 4  

F o r f u r t  h u r 1 11  f u r r rir1 t 1 rrn p I r; a s e v 1 s 1 t w 'vV 'vV p r 1 rn a r u I lf3 t 



DVD Receiver L 53 
TIMER FMMUre, ,./�� c}(;?�t:/ 

a "::�uilt, good-looldng 
A �:that offers a fine  picture ��� an  impressively

. 
well

DVD b la nced sound.  Brmgs 
r:play to the hi-fi system 
without costing a fortune. 



l soTe k  are probably t h e  best 

known prod ucer of high qual ity 

power condit ioners in the U K .  Over 

the l ast 5 years the com pany h as 

won close to 20 awards ,  the latest 

being i nternat ional  recogn it io n .  

With products start ing a t  £ 1 5 . 00 
lsoTek cont in ues to offer su perb 

performance and val ue for money. 

l s c�51e k® 
www. isoteksystems .com 



Castle Compact Column loudspeaker [ Review ] 

Column inches 
Castle's petite new floorstander combines compact size with engaging sound and a real-wood finish 

PRODUCT Cast le  Compact Co l u m n  

TYPE F loorsta nd i ng  loudspeaker 

PRICE £550 per p a i r  

CONTACT e 0 1 7 5 6  795333  ;;; www.cast le . u k .com 

R espond i ng  to the co m merci a l  pressu re 
to make spea kers near  i nv i s ib le ,  Cast le  
has produced a Compact ra nge that it 

has com pacted as fa r as it cons ide rs poss i b l e  
without u nde rm i n i ng accu racy. 
Castl e's a rg u ment is that there is 
a s ize be low wh i ch a l l  potent i a l  
fo r rea l i stic sou nd is l ost - i f  
you wa nt a ny sense of 
dynam i cs or  bandwidth ,  a 
speaker has to move a decent 
a i r  vo l u me . . .  and that req u i res 
reasonab ly  sized d rive rs. The 
sma l l ,  th in sou n d  of many d i n ky 
su rro u nd  sou n d  spea ker sets adds 
credence to Cast l e's p rem i se. 

The sma l l est Compact Sate l l ite 
measu res 1 4x20x l 6cm (WxHxD) 
a nd  si ts a l ongs ide the Centre LCR 
centre spea ker, Cube su bwoofe r and  
a d i po l e  su rrou nd spea ke r. Yes, th i s  
is home c i nema/mu lt ich a n ne l  kit, 
but u n l i ke ma ny, it does more than  
s imp ly  cl a i m  to 'do mus ic' as we l l .  Th is 
is where the new Compact Col u m n  
w i l l  co me i n  h a ndy. I t  i s  t h e  same 
width as the Sate l l ite but is 3cm deeper  
a nd  67.5cm ta l l e r  a nd  thus as b ig  as a 
' p roper' l oud speaker i n  vo l u m e  terms. 

The Co l u m n  was des igned by Ka r l  
He i nz F i n k, a free l ance spea ker  des i gne r  
who has had a h and  i n  many we l l - known 
contempora ry spea ke rs and who cu rrent ly 
heads up the ALR Jo rd a n  b ra nd .  Fi n k  uses 
K l i p pe l  measu rement tech n i q ues to 
opti m i se d rive u n its, a syste m th at's a l so 
popu l a r  with B&W In th i s  i n sta nce, the 
app roach has resu l ted i n  a spea ker 
eq u i pped with an 80mm g l ass fi bre coned 
ma i n  d river with a fou r- l ayer vo ice co i l  a nd  
copper ca pped magnets. 

• 

Operati ng  as a two-way des i g n  with a 
fou rth -order  acoust ic crossover, the Cast l e  
Compact Col u m n  is sa id  to  extend down to 
50Hz i n  the bass. H i g h  freq uencies a re ta ken 
ca re of by a sma l l e r  t han  average ( 1 9 m m )  
fa br ic d o m e  tweete r that i s  c l a i med t o  reach 
40kHz in o rde r  to ma ke the rnost of wide-ba nd 
sou rces such as SACD. 

The ca b i n et has t h ree i ntern a l  b races and the 
base of the box has a slope to b rea k u p  
sta n d i n g  waves. T h e  who le  l ot s its on a p l i nth 
with opt io n a l  sp i kes to i m p rove sta b i l ity. 

SOU ND QUALITY 

The Col u m n  is an extreme ly  engag i n g  
l oudspea ker th a n ks to  its a b i l ity to  stay i n  t ime  
with the mus ic. By  mak i ng  a n  effort to  keep 
box resonance to a n  a bsol ute m i n i m u m ,  the 
ti me-smea r i ng  d i sto rt ion  that  a ca b i net ca n 

add  has been m i n i m i sed. Th i s  is 
faci l i tated by the re l a tive ly sma l l  
s ize o f  t h e  box i n  t h e  fi rst p l a ce 
a nd it's t rue  that compact boxes 

• 

genera l ly add l ess of th i s  type of co lo rat ion as 
a who le. But they don 't a l l  t ime we l l ,  wh ich  is 
where speaker des i g n  beco mes an a rca ne a rt. 

Tona l ly, the Col u m n  is a touch forwa rd but 
th i s  ca n be smoothed with a re l axed ca b l e  or  a 
closer to wa l l  sit i ng  - the Co l u m n's front fi ri ng  
port means  it wi l l  h app i ly s i t  very cl ose to  a wa l l  
without t h e  bass c loud i n g  the m i d ra nge .  Th is is 
pa rt ly beca use the bass is  n i m b l e  and t ig ht; at 
t imes you wonder  a bout the 50Hz extens ion 
c la im ,  but then a deep note comes a long and 
proves that it ca n get down that fa r. Bass 
i nstru ments sou nd su ita b ly ea rthy and  organ i c, 
the bass sax on Jaga Jazzist's Living Room Hush 

prov i ng  the po int i n  a lmost 'chewy' fash ion .  
Deta i l  l eve l s  a re good ,  too. We cou l d  hea r 

p lenty of vari ety i n  terms of the record i n g  
cha racter on  B o b  Dyl an 's Bootleg a l b u m s  
- both h i s  voice a nd  ' h a rp' were we l l  
a rt icu l ated a n d  the sou nd changed from 
track to track, wh ich is a lways a good 
sign. There's a s l i g ht 'edge'  to the treb l e, 
wh ich d raws attent ion to h i g h-frequency 
deta i l  a n d  wi l l  u ndoubted ly add  a sense of 
i m med iacy to the d u l l  ba l a nce of many 
movie soundtracks. 

For a d u a l  pu rpose des i gn ,  the Col u m n  
works rema rka b ly we l l  with mus i c, tha n ks to 
the cohes ion that its sense of ti m i n g  br ings. 
The bass is  i nevita b ly not p rod i g io us, but its 
tu nefu l n ess more tha n ma kes up fo r it. Wh i l e  
th i s  is ce rta i n ly a fi ne compact m u lt icha n ne l  
spea ker it wou l d  be a waste to on ly  use it with 
fi l ms. The fact that it does a l l  th is  and  comes 
in a neat rea l -wood box for £550 ma kes it 
both an aesthetic and  son ic  ba rga i n .  H FC 

Jason Kennedy 

VERDICT 
SOUND » 83% l'.J PRO 
I I I I I 11 11 I I Attractively built real-wood 1---------1 box with a great sense of 

ti ming, good detail and tight 
bass. Successfu lly combines EASE OF DRIVE » 80% 

BUILD » 86% 

I I I I I I I 1:111 I 

fashionably compact style 
with good hi-fi sound.  

iJ CON 
Treble is a touch forward and  

1---------1 bass is on the Light side, while 
dynamics are ultimately 
limited by the speaker's size. 
No bi-wiring facility. 

VALUE » 92% 
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Goldring DR1 00 and DR1 50 
TYPE H ead phones 

PRICE ( D R l OO)  £55 ;  ( D R 1 50)  £70 

CONTACT e 0 1 2 7 9  50l l l l  •W www.a rmou rhe.co. u k  

C e leb rat i ng  its cente n a ry th i s  yea r, 
Go l d ri ng has p rom ised severa l  new 
products, of wh ich  these headphones 

a re the ha rb i ngers. Visu a l l y  very s im i l a r, the 
D R  l 00 and D R  1 50 d i ffe r in  a few externa l  
deta i l s, such as t h e  ca b le ,  wh ich  on  t h e  D R 1 5 0  
i s  a QED  speci a l  with meta l p l ugs. I ntern a l ly, 
the motor pa rt of the d rive u n its is  common  to 
both ,  but where the DR 1 00 has a Myl a r  
d i a p h ragm ,  the dea re r  vers ion  u ses t ita n i u m . 
Visu a l l y rem i n i scent of some recent u pma rket 
Sen n he ise rs, they s ha re with those prod ucts a 
very comforta b le  ea rpad wh ich  is deep enough  
to  offer rea l ea r  comfort on  a l m ost a ny head ,  
and long -term wea r i s  not a p rob l em .  

Son ica l ly, the d i fferences a re i nte resti ng a nd  -
i n  a way - frustrati ng .  There a re two s i g n if ica nt 
d i ffe rences between the mode l s, with the 
D R 1 50 offeri n g  cons ide rab ly  h i g her  output but 
a l so, s u rpr is i n g ly, more ma rked co lo rat ion of 
the sou nd .  We fou n d  the D R  1 00 to be a p retty 
neutra l  des ig n ,  one of the best i n  that 
depa rtment that we've hea rd in  the 

sub-£60 c lass, but it i s  a lso one of the least 
effic ient. Wh i l e  we're a l l  i n  favou r  of avo i d i n g  
ear  d amage, it's n ice t o  have some  spare g a i n  
fo r q u i et ly-mastered record i ngs. I n  sta rk 
contrast, the DR 1 50 ach i eves p l enty of output, 
but  there is s i gn if icant treb l e  co l o rat ion wh ich  
shows u p  on s i b i l a nts a n d  a l so on  background  
no i se, wh ich  is made  more a u d i b l e  than  u s ua l .  
Bass a l so seems s l i g ht ly boosted .  Both 
headphones offer good d eta i l  - the D R 1 50 is 

Monster MCX-1 s 
TYPE Loudspeaker cab le  

PRICE £60 (3 m  pa i r) 

CONTACT e 0 1 9 2 3  431 634 iii• www. monsterca b le.com 

M onster rem a i ns a byword for 
afterma rket a u d i o  ca b les wor ldwide ,  
but has  not a lways m a i nta i ned a 

h i g h  p rofi l e  on the U K  scene . Neverthe l ess, a 
w ide  ra nge of Monster p rod ucts is on the 
ma rket here and we're ha ppy to have s ight  of 
some for the fi rst t ime  in  a l i tt l e  wh i le .  

Th i s  spea ker  ca b l e  i s  a re l at ive ly modest one 
of d i sti nctive des ig n ,  a l m ost c i rcu l a r  in cross 
sect ion  but with f lattened s i des. It comes with 
a certa i n  amoun t  of techno-ba bb l e  attached ,  
none  of wh ich  is  a ctua l ly wrong  but  some is of 
a rg u a b l e  re l eva nce. What imp resses us  rather  
mo re a re the decent ly  low resista nce, the 
usefu l f lexi b i l i ty and pa rticu la r ly the u n iq ue  
Monster term i nat ion p i ns . These ca n be  p u t  
n a ked i nto screw-down term i na l s  of most 
des i gns  or fitted with Monster's 4 m m  p l ugs  o r  
spade  l u gs. Ca pacita nce is  on  the h i gh  s i de  of  
ave rage, thoug h  p robab ly  not enough  to  u pset 
a ny but the twitch i est of a m ps. 

Sou nd is not true h i g h  end , but comes cl ose 
to i t  in one pa rt icu l a r  a rea ,  fo r the bass i s  rea l ly 
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rather imp ressive. To be rea l l y  fussy, one m i g ht 
on occas ion comp l a i n  that it's a l i tt l e  too 

present a nd  not i m pecca b ly  contro l l ed ,  but i f  
Monster has  done th i s  d e l i be rately, th i n k i n g  of 
the sma l l  sta nd mount spea ke rs with wh i ch the 
ca b l e  is ohen l i ke ly often to be pa rtnered, we 
ca n 't a rg ue  with the l og i c. At the sa me t ime ,  
there's a hea lthy dose of deta i l ,  a very good 
sta b at imag i n g  depth (spea ker  ca b l es' ha rdest 
trick) a n d  n i ce c lea r  treb l e  wh ich  j u st s l i g ht ly 

s l i g ht ly bette r here, but both a re a bove pa r  fo r 
the i r  p rice. If you ' re i n  the ma rket, do try both 
before buyi n g  e i ther !  H FC 

Richard Black 

VERDICT '- '.. -;:�:!;)� -� _ _ _ _ ________ .!-�.\-..:L:�filt��---
CONrlU"ON 

I HI FICHOICE Both offer desirable features, 1 • 

but we aren t i n  a position to I 
get carned away. They are I ) )  77010 
worth a try, though. I /C 

l a pses i nto h a rs h ness at the l oudest cl im axes. 
An a l l - ro u nd  resu lt  that w i l l  comp l ement a 
ra nge of entry to m i d -p ri ce systems. H FC  

Richard Black 



Alphason Aragon AG&O 
TYPE Loudspea ker  sta nd 

PRICE £80 per pair (60cm) 

CONTACT � 01 942 8 8 5 600 
(".> www. a l p hasondes ig ns.com 

A l p hason's or ig i n s  l i e  in esoter ic a ud i o  
components, but  these days the 
compa ny's w ide  ra nge  of supports is  

more or iented towa rds AV A l l  the same,  th is  is 
a seri ou s  enough  speaker  sta nd  and its on l y  
rea l l i m itat io n  is the rather sma l l  t op  p l ate. It's 
pe rfectly poss i b l e  to put ove r-s ize spea kers on 
the top pane l ,  but they do look and fee l  a l itt l e  
p reca r ious i n  p l ace. 

The essence of the des i g n  i s  a ho l l ow centra l 
p i l l a r, wh ich i nc l udes a sepa rate cha nne l  fo r 
routi ng  ca b les besi de  the ma i n  cavity - qu ite 
thick ones ca n be accommodated . A su i ta b l e  
quantity o f  'Sound  S i n k  Fi l l i ng '  (coa rse sa nd )  i s  
supp l ied i n  sea led p l ast ic b ag s  a nd  if  you ' re 
nervous a bout sa nd escap i n g  you don 't h ave to 
open the bags - we got pe rfect ly  satisfacto ry 
resu l ts j u st by l eavi ng  them sea led .  Two th i n  
pi pes at the front o f  t h e  ma i n  p i l l a r  a i d  
i nteg rity a nd  t he  vert ica l components screw to 
the stee l  top a nd  bottom p l ates eas i ly  enough ,  
w i th  sp i kes supp l ied fo r both f l oo r  a n d  speaker  

s upport. Ava i l a b l e  fi n is hes a re s i lver, 
b l ack  a nd  chrome. 

W h i l e  the resu l ts we obta i n ed were not 
u p  to the sta n d a rds  of reso l ut ion  
de l ivered by o u r  favou ri te sta nds from 
the l i kes of Pa rt i n gton a n d  Kudos, we ca n 
sti l l  report good i n stru menta l  sepa rat ion 
and stereo i m a g i n g  from speake rs 
suppo rted by the Aragon .  There's a l i tt l e  
co lo rat ion i n  the u p per m i d ra nge  a n d  
bass i s  not q u ite as f i rm  o r  as tunefu l  
a s  with the best sta nds  a ro u nd ,  
but  fo r the p ri ce these do  a good 
job  of keep i n g  spea ke rs secu re ly 
c l ea r  of the fl oor. HFC 

Richard Block 

VERDICT � 
A simple and highly • HI FI l � • o.J < �;J. 
affordable way ofsupportl ng I > > ... "t" i"'; ; 
small spea kers, with only � � ·v; 
slightly coloured results. '\.) ,.:._ · 0 

Cables and accessories [ Review ] 

Oehlbach Silver Express Plus 
TYPE Ana logue i n tercon nect ca ble 

PRICE £93 ( l  m pa i r) 

CONTACT � 020 8424 8844 @ www.bestes- kable .de 

N ew to these shores, Oeh l bach has been 
prod uc i ng  speci a l ist h i -fi ca b les i n  
Germany for a bout as l o n g  as the 

concept has existed .  The com pa ny's ra nge  
covers p retty much the who le  gamut  of types, 
confi g u rat ions a nd  pr ices. Do we rea l l y  need 
a nother  ca b le  b ra nd  in the U K, though7  Maybe 
not, but if  Oeh l bach th i n ks it ca n offe r us users 
an edge in performance, pr ice or both when 
co mpa red w i th  fa m i l i a r  bra nds, why not7 

Th is i nte rcon nect, one  of the compa ny's more 
upma rket mode l s, is a s imp l e  coaxi a l  des i g n  
u s i n g  s i l ve r-p l ated conductors a nd  low l oss 
d i e l ectr ic . It a l so has a th i n  ea rth w i re ru n n i n g  
between t h e  l eft a n d  ri g ht channe l s, t h e  who le  
lot be i ng  he l d  together  i n  a zi p-cord - l i ke 
manne r. You don 't have to use the ea rth ,  of 
cou rse, but it makes the ca b l e  em i nent ly 
su ita b l e  for tu rnta b l e  d uty, someth i ng  where 
the l ow capacita nce wi l l  a i d  perfo rmance, too. 
Assem b ly is good, with a very dense b ra i d ed 
screen a nd  Oeh l bach 's own robust phone 
p l ugs. The ca b le  is a l so usefu l ly f lex ib le .  

We were very p leasant ly su rpr ised by the 
perfo rmance, wh ich  p roved to be h i g h ly 
deta i l ed a n d  ag i le ,  with a n i ce, f i rm bass - i n  
t h e  e n d ,  bass extens ion  m a y  not b e  the 
g reatest we've hea rd ,  but  the re is  a very good 
comb i nat ion of so l i d ity and tunefu l ness to it 
that ma kes the most of good record i ngs  a n d  
keeps t h e  sound  i n  good ove ra l l  pe rspective. 
Treb l e  is  open a nd  c lea r, certa i n ly up with the 
best we've heard at th i s  p ri ce ,  and imag i n g  i s  

/ 

precise with u n usua l l y  we l l  defi ned depth. If th is 
i s  the sta nda rd we ca n expect from Oeh l bach ,  
we're g lad to see the ra nge on offer. HFC 

Richard Block 

VERD!CT �j 0 OEH 
A�i

0

mple, practlcal and Hl·FICHOICE 
sensibly priced cable which 
provides a preme and > > a7010 wide-bandwidth lin k  f I 

j une  2006 I H I - F I  CHO ICE  61 



the d .  
a u  10  consu ltants 

T 0118 981 9891 
E info@audioconsultants .co . u k  

www.aud ioconsultants.co.uk 

F I N E  T W O  C H A N N E L  A U D I O  S Y S T E M S  

New kids on our block .. .  
. . .  c o m e  and  hear  what they h ave t o  say. 

Acc U P H ASE . AEST H ET I X . AM PH I O N . AU D I O  A E R O . A U D I O  ANALO G U E . AU D I O  PHYS I C . AVALO N . AY R E  ACO U S T I C S . B E L  CANTO . B E N Z- M I C R O  

(ARDAS • ( LEARAU D I O  • DALi  • E C L I P S E -TD • ESOTE R I C • F I N A L • FI N I TE  E L E M E N T E  • FUTU R E G LASS • G A M U T • G RAAF • G RA N D  P R I X  AU D I O • LYRA 

M O N O  P U L S E • NAGRA • N O R DOST • N OTT I N G H A M  A N A LO G U E • PAG O D E  • PASS LA BO RATO R I E S • PAT H O S • QUADRAS P I R E  • RO G U E  A U D I O • S H U N  

M O O K • S M E  • STAX • ST E R E OVOX • SYST E M  AU D I O • TH I E L • TRAN S F I G U RAT I O N • VE LO D Y N E  • VI RTUAL D Y N A M I C S • WA D I A  • W H E S T  A U D I O  

Located a p p roxi mately 15  m i n utes d r ive 

fro m e i ther  M 4 / J u nct ion 12  o r  M 3 / J u nct ion 6 
with free a n d  easy park ing o uts ide 

the b u i ld i n g. 

We have a h o m e  eva luat ion  s c h e m e  fo r those 

who might  fi nd  t h i s  m e t h o d  m o re conve n i e nt .  

7 Comet House 
Cal leva Park 
Aldermaston 
Reading 
Berkshire RG7 SJA 

Demonstrations by appointment 
M o n days to Satu rdays 10 :00 to 18:00.  
I t  i s  advisable  to  c a l l  us  befo re v is i t ing .  

Part exc h a nge w e l c o m e .  Ex-d e m o n strat ion 

a n d  p revi o u s ly owned e q u i p m ent  l isted o n  

o u r  w e b s i t e :  www.aud ioconsultants.co.uk 
AC/ H FC/36 



Monster M850i 
TYPE Ana logue I nterco n n ect ca b le  

PRICE £90 ( l m pa i r) 

CONTACT W 0 1 9 2 3  431 634 (:[' www. mon sterca bl e.com � i d ra nge  ca b le, th i s  i s  a twi n -conductor 
creened des i gn ,  but one wh ich featu res 
onducto rs of va ryi ng  d i ameter wou nd  

together s o  as t o  "opti m i se va ryi ng  mag netic 
f ie lds" - there's no deta i l ed ana lysis of how th i s  
works a n d  we cou ld n't detect a ny pa rticu l a r ly 
u n usua l  effects at a ud i o or  rad i o  frequencies, 
but it's a good deal l ess stra nge than  some 
th ings we've been to l d  by ca b le  manu factu re rs. 
With an overa l l  d i ameter of a bout 8mm ,  the 
ca b le  i sn 't that flexi b le ,  but it behaves 
reasonab l y  we l l  a nd  the phono p l ugs  ho l d  it 
we l l  in p l ace. Monster uses a 'tu rb ine cut' i n  
t h e  p l u g  screen wh ich g ives a ve ry secu re g ri p, 
j u st suffi c ient ly loosened by a gent le  cl ockwise 
twist as the p l u g  is  i nserted or withd rawn. The 
centre pin is sp l it, too. Capacita nce of the ca b l e  
is qu ite h i g h  but not excess ively so and  
d i e l ectric loss i s  med i u m  to  low. 

On a u d it ion ,  th i s  ca b l e  ca me across as 
s l i g ht ly ' d a rk' sou nd i n g ,  with exce l lent s i l e nces 
between  the mus ica l  moments but some s ubt le  
co lo rat ion ,  wh ich  doesn't a lways a i d  reso l ut ion 

of deta i l s. Neverthe less, i t ' s  a p l easant enough  
l i sten a n d  i n  mus i c  w i t h  a very busy treb l e  
there's a we l come a bsence of h a rshness o r  
mudd le .  We thought  it most successfu l i n  
c lass i ca l a nd  jau m us ic, l e s s  so i n  synth-based 
sty les , where some of the i n n ate ene rgy 
seemed a l itt l e  rou nded off at  the edges. Bass 
ca n someti mes be very s l i g ht ly d ry but  we were 
never actua l ly trou b l ed by it, wh i l e  imag i n g  i s  
exce l lent  s id e-to-s ide a nd  p retty good i n  the  

Cables and accessories [ Review ] 

depth d i recti on ,  we l l  defi ned a n d  sta b l e  but 
s l i g ht ly compressed i n  extent. A q u a l if ied 
success that wi l l  p l ease some tastes. H FC 

Richard Black 

VERD!CT _ -�- 'l 
Your reacbon voll depend on Hl•FICH O! CE 
that upper bass coloratlon I , 
Decent detai l and sweet (1f I ) ) ]QO/ri 
occasiona lly tame) treble. I V < �. 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Stand 
TYPE Loudspeaker sta nd 

PRICE £299 per  pair  (60cm) 

CONTACT W 0845 345 1 5 50 
::f;) www. russa nd rews.com 

T he re a ren 't that many non -meta l 
spea ke r  sta nds  a round ,  a n d  these wi l l  
a l ready a ppea l to those who s imp l y  

p refe r  the fri e nd l y  tones o f  wood i n  t he i r  
l i ste n i n g  roo m .  But  as a lways w i th  Russ 
And rews, the re is a performa nce i n centive 
he re too, the essence of wh i ch is that the use 
of To rlyte i n  the bottom p l ate g ives a 
comb i nat ion  of freed om from col o rati o n  a n d  
ri g i d ity that 's h a rd t o  ach i eve b y  othe r  mea ns. 
To r lyte is  a h a n d made ( a nd  expens ive) ,  
wood-based materi a l  that is most ly fresh a i r  
a nd  i t  g ives very ra p id  d issi pat ion o f  v i b rat ion .  
The legs of the sta nd a re made  of sol i d  oak  
(cut to  l e ngth to orde r) a n d  the top p l ate of  
veneered M D F. Assemb l y  is  q u ick a nd  easy 
a nd  sp i kes a re s upp l ied fo r the base; on the 
top p l ate, t h ree of RA's oak cones a re used ,  
freesta n d i ng ,  u nde r  each spea ker. 

G iven the i n he rent ly  ri g i d  tri a n g u l a r  des i gn  
of  the sta nd ,  it 's no su rpr ise that  sta b i l ity is  
exce l l ent  and - even with heavy ATC SCM20 

spea ke rs s i tt i ng  on  top - the re's 
ba re ly  a trace of 'g ive' . I t  i s  
poss i b l e  to  detect a l itt l e  l a te ra l  
v i b rat ion ,  especi a l l y with heavy 
spea ke rs, but it's at  a l ow 
frequency a nd  q u ick ly  d a m ped .  
Son i ca l ly, we were very taken with 
the resu l ts, wh ich  do i n d eed lack the 
s l i g ht h a rd ness the g reat 
majority of meta l sta nds  
i m pa rt. I ma g i n g  is  rea l ly 
exce l l e nt, but  the  most we lcome 
contr i but ion i s  the extra l i ste n i n g  
comfort these sta nds  b ri n g .  
Expens ive b u t  we l  I worth i t .  H FC 

Richard Black 

VERDICT --
-

- l f I 
, HI FI- � - ,,. r--These stands offer a more I • : � .., : ': � :'.. ,. ' 

relaxed version of the music 
than most metal ones, ! ) ) ' :, ' " • 
without trading any preos1on 1 ::,. - ' "  
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GROUP TEST AND LAB RE PORTS: RICHARD BLACK 

CD PLAYERS 
Is it really still worth spending well over a grand on a dedicated CD spinner? 

ON TEST 

• c=�--0 u c 0 (,; (,; --� c 

Arcam FMJ CD36 
£ 1 ,400 

Co pland CDA8 23 
£1 ,750 

.!!!.:..::i.__..-- - -- ---- -

Creek Destiny CD 
£ 1 ,200 

Exposure 301 O CD 
£ 1 ,200 

N a i rn  CD5x 
£ 1 ,5 2 5  

T+A CD 1 2 3 0  R 
£ 1 ,700 
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F or th i s  Ultimate Croup Test of CD 
p l ayers, we've gone more upma rket 
than  on the last coup l e  of 

occas ions, perha ps not to what most 
reade rs of HFC wou l d  ca l l  rea l  ' h i g h  end ', 
but  not fa r sho rt. And afte r a l l ,  £ 1 , 200 -
the pr ice of the chea pest p l ayer he re - is 
a lot of money to spend when you ca n 
get a DVD p l ayer that does CD as a mere 
s id e·show for £30 .  It 's not even as if the 
sou nd from one of those wi l l  necessa ri ly 
be tru ly  d readfu l .  I t  m i g h t  be q u ite n i ce. 

The who le  point of decent h i -fi, though ,  
is that i n  te rms of m usica l enjoyment 
there is a n  awfu l ly long way to go  before 
'qu ite n i ce' becomes the rea l dea l .  Those 
of us  who actu a l ly l i sten to mus i c  (as 
opposed to j u st lett i ng  i t  wash past, l i ke 
other  peop le's conversations  on a bus)  -
and  I assu me I ' m  spea k i ng  for most 
reade rs of th i s  jou rna l  - do so beca use 
it's more than j u st a n ice no ise; it 's a 
major contri butor to one's ove ra l l  sense 
of we l l -be i ng .  Accord i n g ly, it's we l l  worth 
spend i n g  a l itt l e  t ime  a nd  money do i ng  
it r ig ht, a nd  th i s  is where h i g h -q u a l i ty 
a ud i o  k it comes i n .  

Tha t  sa id ,  ca n one rea l ly j ustify 
spend i ng  £ 1 ,200 or  more on  a CD p l ayer 
these days7 G iven the imp rovement i n  
performance o f  m id -p ri ce p l ayers o f  l ate, 
you m i g ht th i n k  CD has a p rice cei l i ng .  
B ut, g iven that there has  been a s im i l a r ly 
ma rked imp rovement  on  p l ayers cost i ng  
t h ree, e i gh t  a n d  th i rty g ra nd  i n  the l ast 
cou p le  of yea rs, the h i g h -end CD sp i n ne r  
sti l l  has  some  m i leage l eft. 

Pe rha ps that's not the r ight  q uestion .  
Ca n you j ust ify spend i n g  £ 1 ,200 o r  more 
on a CD p l ayer7 That's on l y  a nswerab l e  
by  l i ste n i n g  t o  CD p l ayers at t h a t  pr ice, 
a bove it and be low it, which i s  one of 
the reasons th i s  test i s  ta k i ng  p l ace. 

Over the decades of HFC's existence, 
we've heard CD p l ayers of every k i nd  
and  pr ice, a n d  we've no doubt 
whatsoever that, wh i l e  there a re some 
fi ne sub- £ 1 ,000 ba rga i n s  to be had ,  you 
ca n sti l l  get bette r perfo rmance by 

d i g g i n g  a l itt l e  deeper i nto the wa l l et. 
Read more a bout the k i nds  of 
i m p rovement you ca n expect in the 
fo l l owi ng  pages - a n d  don 't fo rget to 
l i sten fo r you rse lf at you r  loca l fri e nd l y  
dea l e r l  You m i gh t  be su rpr ised at how 
b ig  a d i fference a few h u n d red q u i d  ca n 
ma ke to the sou n d  of CD rep l ay. 

Adva nces conti n u e  to be made  in CD 
p l ayer q u a l ity desp ite the a ppea ra nce of 
' h i - res' fo rmats; perhaps pa rt ly beca use 
of them too, as i nteg rated c i rcu i t  
manu factu rers imp rove perfo rmance to 
match the demands  of DVD a n d  SACD 
formats. Manu factu rers a re conti n u a l l y  
l e a rn i n g  n ew  'tr icks' t o  maxi m i se the 
accu racy with wh ich  mus i c  i s  recovered 
from the d i scs. 

At the sa me  t ime, adva n ces in des i g n  
a n d  i n  manu factu ri ng  techn i q ues a l l ow 
a l l  th i s  to be done  i n  sma rter- l ook i ng  
u n its fo r no more, o r  even l ess, money 
than  prev ious ly. Heck, these s ix p l ayers 
sta rt to look l i ke a ba rg a i n  1 H FC 

EQUIPMENT USED 
® Exposure 3 0 1 0  i ntegrated 

stereo a m p l i fi e r  

® EAR 802 p re a m p/ 5 1 9  monoblocks 

® ATC SCM20 loudspeakers 

® K im ber, Monster and Oeh l bach ca b les 

MUSIC USED 
® I a n  Oury That's enough of that 

® Dick Hyman Dick Hyman plays 

Fats Waller 

® Otis Redd i n g  Sad Song 

® M a h ler Sth Symphony 

® Nath a l i e  Cha lk ley Cinq Voyages 

® Herzogenberg Piano duets 

EARS USED 
As ever, gratitude is d u e  in b u l k  to the 

fol l owing industry sta lwa rts for g iv ing up 

the i r  ti me to l i sten 'b l i nd '  to the p layers: 

® M a rk Wi l son  (Creek Audio)  

® David Denyer ( David Denyer 

Publ ic Re l ations) 

® Ed Sel l ey (Cam b ridge Audio) 

.. ' 
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STRUCTURED LAB AND LISTENING TESTS 
Each of the players in the g roup was subjected to a r igorous 

programme of l i sten ing  and laboratory tests. Measurements 

were made us ing a combination of custom-made CD-Rs, 

generated specifica l ly for these tests, and a h ig h-qua l ity 

ADC, which converted the a nalogue output of each p layer 

back to d ig ital for a n a lysis by PC. A variety of addit ional  l a b  

instru ments were employed d u ring t h e  course o f  t h e  test, 

inc lud ing the Aud io  Precision System One, a Hewlett 

Packard 3 561 A Dynamic Signa l  Ana lyser, a Neutri k D i g i lyser 
and a Kikusui KJM61 3 5  J itter Analyser. Ou r  methodo logy 
provides a searching ana lysis of a m ultitude of aspects, the 
most importa nt of wh ich a re summarised i n  the bar g raphs 
(with other s i gn if ica nt fi nd i ngs ment ioned i n  the text). 

Ou r  comprehens ive l i ste n i n g  tests were no l ess r igorous, 
be ing conducted u nde r  b l i n d ,  l eve l -matched cond it ions with 
some of the i n du stry's most experienced h i -fi pane l l ists. I n  
add ition ,  there were extended s ig hted l i ste n i n g  tests b y  the 
a uthor, u s i ng  a wider vari ety of equ i pment and music a nd  
u nder  a va r ied range  o f  vo l ume  l eve ls to  attempt to 
determ i ne  rea l -wor ld  perfo rmance. 

R No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 

listening programme for comparative tests. 

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH 
Our 3 D  bar  g ra phs  a re a s imp le way of show ing  how the 
products compa re across f ive key tech n i ca l measu rements. 
A percentage is  g iven that fa l l s  a bove o r  be low the g ro u p  
average. I n  t h i s  test, t h e  five measurements a re: 
1 ]  Total harmonic distortion: The c lass ic d i stort ion  
cr iter ion ,  measured as  the pu rity of a s i ng le  s i n e  wave at  
va r ious frequenc ies a n d  l eve ls . 
2] Jitter: A measu re of how sta b l e  the ti m i n g  c lock is . 
Measu red at the a na l ogue  output, this d i stort ion shows u p  
a s  i ncreased no ise a nd/or low- leve l i n terfer i n g  frequencies 
that ca n contri bute to son i c  'g ru nge' . 
3] Linearity: H ow accu rate ly the output l evel behaves at 
very l ow l evels. Poor figures ca n lead to d i stort ion  ri si n g  
cons iderably i n  quiet musica l passages . 
4] Dynamic range: This is effective ly the sa m e  as 

I s i g na l -to-no ise rat io ,  the d i fference between fu l l  output 
and the p ract ica l  no i se f loor of each p l ayer. 
5] Digital filtering: Frequencies a bove ha l f  the sa mp l i ng 
frequency s hou l d  be effic ient ly f i ltered off. The fi lter is 

C tested by p l ayi n g  a 20kHz  tone a n d  l ook i ng  for u ltrason i c  
_ spu rious  s i g n a l s  that accompa ny it. 

PAl 
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OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE 

PLAY 
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.£1 ,400 2 0 1223  203 2 00 @ www.a rca m .co. u k  

ARCAM FMJ CD36 
Arcam's flagship CD player is an honest performer 

A rca m's top CD p l aye r. the FMJ CD3 6,  
was fi rst revi ewed in  these pages on its 
own in HFC 271 . We en Joyed it then ,  

a nd  were p leasant ly rem i nded th i s  t ime  rou n d  
what a thoroug h ly we l l -made  mach i n e  i t  is . 

Twi n  ma i n s  tra nsformers feed the powe r 
supp l ies, wh i l e  the m a i n  a ud i o  e l ectron i cs 
assem bly is c lose ly mou nted to a su bsta nt ia l  
a l u m i n i u m  screen i n g  cover. Arca m has taken 
screen i n g  serious ly  i n  th i s  p l ayer. with a meta l 
mesh that bonds the top cove r e l ectrica l l y  to 
the chassis . Th i s  a l so d a m ps reso nance, mak i ng  
th i s  a h i g h ly non -m icrophon i c  u n it 

Not very s u rpr is i ng ly, th i s  is a n  u psa m p l i ng 
p l aye r, u s i ng  a ch i p  fro m Ana log Devices that 
feeds a whole q u a rtet of D-to-A conve rte rs. 
Wh i l e  para l l e l i n g  devices in th is  way won't do  
a nyth i n g  for a ny i n herent wea knesses i n  t he  
dev ices themse lves. it does somewhat red uce 
no ise (see La b Report) a nd  a l so has the 
potent i a l  to m i n i m ise low- level non l i nea rit ies. 
The l ow no ise is ma i nta i ned by a ca refu l l y  
se lected g ro up  of  op-a m ps, wh ich  h a nd l e  fi n a l  
fi l te ri ng a nd  output bufferi n g  fu ncti ons .  

Th is  i s  a p l easant mach i n e  to use. with 
reasonab ly s l i ck d i sc h a n d l i n g  and a n  
i n formative CD Text d isp l ay. Once aga i n ,  we 
fee l  compe l l ed to issue a m i l d  comp l a i nt a bout 
mech a n ica l  no ise, though it seemed l ess on  
the new sa mp l e  t han  l ast t ime  round .  On a 
more posit ive note, we l i ke the l atera l  th i n k i n g  
shown by  the i n c l us ion  o f  two sets o f  outputs, 
p l u s  con nections  fo r exte rna l  remote contro l :  
th i s  ma kes it poss i b l e  to  f i t  the one p l aye r 
effortl essly i nto a ma i n  a nd  a m u lt i room 
system .  B u i l d  q u a l i ty is  exce l l ent  - as i ndeed it 
is with a l l  the p l aye rs in this g roup .  

SOU N D  QUALITY 

It 's odd ,  but some p rod ucts sco re re latively l ow 
when l i ste ners d i scuss the i r  p refe rences after 
the l i ste n i n g  has fi n i shed ,  but sti l l  tu rn out to 
have attracted a lmost ent i re ly  positive 
com m ents in the notes made wh i l e  l i ste n i n g .  
The  CD3 6 is one  o f  those p rod ucts. 
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Among those positives. noth i n g  was 
ment ioned more often than  c la rity. This p l ayer 
has a part icu l a r ly cl ose g ri p  on  the l i tt l e  th i ngs  
that  make a mu s ica l  perfo rmance d ist i n ctive, 
and ca n present them in an u n a m b iguous  
m a n ner. As  a resu l t  it offers cr isp percuss ion .  
c lea r defi n i t ion of  voca l e n u nc iat ion ,  a rea l  
sense o f  i n d ivi d u a l  ho rse- h a i rs on  v io l i n  stri ngs .  
and an u n usua l ly d i sti nct fee l i n g  of rea l fi nge rs 
push i n g  down each key on a p i a no. 

Tona l ity, by contrast, was not brought  u p  
m uch a nd  bass no t  at a l l .  Treb le  was thought  a 
touch ha rd at t imes, t hough  no one seems to 
have been much bothered by it Dyna m ics 
rece ived p le nty of p ra ise. ou r  l i steners fi n d i n g  
them fu l l  but not exaggerated, we l l  contro l led 
and genera l ly most rea l i st ic . And then there's 
the matter of t i m i ng ;  t h roughout  the l i ste n i ng  
progra m me. i n  a l l  k i nds  o f  mus i c  a nd  across a l l  
t h e  l i ste ne rs. ti m i n g  was  fe lt good  a nd  l i kewise 
its re l at ives 'swi ng '  and 'bop'. Fi n a l ly, im ag i n g  
was pra ised on  severa l occas ions .  

Our own s ig hted l i ste n i n g  mere ly conf i rmed 
the a bove. So why the m i l d  lack of enthus iasm) 
One ca n on l y  su rm i se that the p l ayer's 
strongest v i rtue. se lf-effacement. u l t imately 
cou nted aga i nst it by mak i ng  it l ess 
memora b le .  So ask you rse lf wh ich  you wa nt -
character or honesty) If it's the latter, th i s  looks 
l i ke a strong  contender. H FC 

SOUND » 88% If your defi nition of pe rfect 
hi-Ii is doi n g  n othi ng  

>--------< wrong .  this could be your  
FEATU RES » 85% ideal  CD p layer. If you're 

after a bit of added 
>--------< cha racter or excitement 

BUILD » 89% you may have to look 

I I I I I I I CDI I elsewhere for CD jollies. 

VALUE » 86% HHI 
OVERALL SCORE � • 

If th is p layer d idn't qu ite ca rry away the honours 
for d istortion - which reaches a not very shocking 
0.001 2% at fu l l  level before va n ish ing 
i rretrieva bly into no ise for any level below a bout 
-l SdB, it did at least manage the best noise figu re 
of the grou p. This figure justifies Arca m's use of 
mu lt ip le DAC chi ps. Few ampl i fiers (and even 
fewer) record ings wi l l  achieve such good 
performance, so at least the player ca n be 
regarded as tru ly b lame less in  this regard .  

Low-level l inea rity looks poor on the bargraph ,  
but a l l  that  means is that we just managed to 
sn iff a tiny error, barely a bove the measurement 
l im it and of du bious sign ifica nce. S im i l a rly j i tter: 
the group average is so strong that even a very 
good result can end up looking a l a rm ing. F ina l ly, 
the d ig ita l filter is a l ittle better than usual ,  with 
less a l ias ing near 22kHz and a whistle-clean 
u ltrasonic band.  

HOW IT COMPARES ! 

1 )  Distortion » +10% 

2) J itter » -20% 

3) Linea rity » -20% 

4) Dynamic  ra nge » +50% 

5) Dig ita l  fi l ter » 0% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maxi mum output level 2 2V 2 1 7V 

Total harmonic d 1stort1on 0 0008% 0 001 2% 

Signal to noise ratio 93dB 1 09dB 
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COPLAND CDA823 
Minimalist Danish CD player puts a CO-ROM drive to good use 

W e don 't ca rry m a ny reviews of 
Cop l a nd  p rod ucts in Hi-Fi Choice, 

beca use Cop l a nd  ma i nta i ns a 
re lat ive ly  sma l l  p rod uct l i ne-u p a nd  u pdates it 
i nfrequently. I ndeed, the CDA823 is a n  u pdate 
of a long -sta nd i n g  p rev ious mode l ,  the 
CDA822 ,  doub l i n g  the degree of oversa mp l i n g .  
The  a n a logue stages a re appa rent ly the same 
as in  the CDA822 ,  wh ich is  fi ne by us as we 
a lways thought it to be a very ca pab le  mach i ne. 

Cop l a nd ,  l i ke many others, u ses a CD-ROM 
d rive to read the d iscs, and its p last i cky wh i ne  
as it opens  a n d  cl oses is the on l y  exte rna l  
downs ide t o  th is  c l assy- l ook i ng  p l ayer. D isc 
rea d i n g  is a l i tt l e  sl ow, and  it seems stra nge 
not to i nc l ude  CD Text when the d i sp l ay cou l d  
so  ea s i l y  s uppo rt it, but  we  defi n ite ly l oved t he  
'thermometer-sty le '  d i sp lay o f  pos it ion with i n  a 
track, someth i ng  we've not seen e lsewhere. 

That d rive feeds, v ia  the usua l S/ P D I F  
con nection ,  a sa mp l e- rate converter a nd  DAC 
ch ip ,  both from Ana log Devi ces. Th is is fo l l owed 
not by the usua l  assortment of op-a m ps but by 
a fu l l y d i screte fi lter and  output stage, wh ich 
offers both u n ba l a nced and  ba l a nced outputs. 
Modern op-a m ps ca n g ive very fi ne 
perfo rmance, but Cop la nd 's des i gne rs a re 
a mong  those who be l i eve that fo r u l t imate 
perfo rmance it 1s sti l l  p refera b l e  to ' ro l l  you r  
own' so lut ion  from good o l d-fash ioned 
tra ns istors a n d  passive components. 

Cop l and 's constru ct ion is based on a th i ck, 
two-pa rt stee l  body, the u pper pa rt of wh ich 
cou l d  benefit from more damp i ng .  The front 
panel featu res some very fu n ky deep eng ravi ng 
and  the buttons have a p leasi ng ly  f i rm fee l .  Rea r 
con nect ions i nc l ude  the near-ob l i gatory remote 
control sockets and  a coaxi a l  d i g ita l output. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

The CDA8 23 matches the Cop l a nd  ' house 
sty le '  of an essent ia l l y  me l low sou nd .  Me l low, 
howeve r, s hou l d  not be ta ken  to mean  l azy o r  
a ny othe r  u nfo rtu nate imp l i cat ion ,  a n d  i n  fact 
th i s  was thought  one of the most rhyth m ica l l y  

'""' ••o c:::::J 
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a l e rt of the p l ayers. It ach ieves that in the best 
poss i b l e  way, react i ng  to rhyth m and  dyn a m ics 
with a l acrity but not attempt i ng  to i mpose 
them when they don 't a pp ly, nor prom ote 
them when they shou l d  be seconda ry. J u st 
occas iona l ly th i s  ca n be u nsettl i n g ,  especi a l ly i f  
you a re used to a very fast-paced sou nd ,  but a 
l i tt l e  experi mentat ion with reco rd i ngs  soon 
shows that th is Cop l a nd  te l l s  it l i ke it is and if 
a record i n g  is s l ack, that's what you ' l l  hea r. 

Tona l ly, there see ms to be the very su btl est 
h i nt of co lo rat ion .  Th is  shows up most c lea rly 
by p roject i ng  voca ls a fract ion  forwa rd of the 
rest of the m ix. Beca use th is col orati on  is  in the 
lower h a rmon i c  ra nges of the voi ce, though ,  it 
doesn't lead to l i stener  fat i gue . In fact, the very 
h i g hest reaches of the treb l e  a re where the 
me l l owness i s  best i l l ustrated :  extreme h i g h  
freq uencies a re not actu a l ly c u t  back b u t  a re so 
effo rt l essly p resented that one  is posit ive ly  
encou raged to l i ste n for l ong  per iods at a 
stretch .  Bass is what it shou l d  be on CD -
seem i ng ly  l i m it l ess a nd  neat ly contro l l ed ,  
without stifl i n g  resona nce. 

This i s  not the most overt l y  deta i l ed-so u nd i n g  
CD p l ayer be low f2 ,000, but  i t  is certa i n l y o n e  
o f  t h e  most enj oya b ly  mus i ca l .  I ts perfo rmance 
is fu l l ,  fl u i d  a nd  free-breath i ng ,  a n d  ove ra l l  i t 
comes h i g h ly recom mended .  HFC 

SOU ND » 92% Effo rtless extreme treble 

I I I I I I I !::LI I leads  to a gorgeously 
,_ ______ __, mellow character, while 

FEATURES » 84% tim ing  is excellent a n d  

I I I I I I l:C:U I I dyna mi cs and  bass 
,_ ______ __, unfo rced but more than 

BUILD » 87% merely com petent. A fi ne 

I I I I I I I JJ1 I I high-end CD player. 

VALUE » 88% 

1 1  1 1  1 1 1  t nl I HHI 
OVERALL SCORE • 

0 0 0 0 0 

I t  says much for the sta ndards of modern CD 
players that this one gave the worst measured 
performance of the grou p in  two key a reas and yet 
was sti l l ,  fra nkly, pretty impressive in both of them. 
Distortion a shade a bove 0.01 % at fu l l  level and 
at a ny frequency hardly qua l ifies as 'poor' and 
g iven that it obl igingly d rops away to practical ly 
zero at outputs below -20dB, we're not much 
concerned. Li kewise noise of -l OOd B: gra nted, with 
exceptional ly noise-free record ings, mastered with 
noise-shaping from h igh-bit orig ina ls, this may be 
a l im itation but it's fa r enough below the noise 
level of most d iscs to qua l ify as inaud ib le  in 
general terms. Output level is a l i ttle below the 2V 
average, so beware when aud it ioning. 

What does bother us is speed accuracy, which 
at l ,700ppm fast is well beyond the ra nge most 
DACs wi l l  lock to. B lame lies with the CD-ROM 
tra nsport - these things have their problems! 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1 ]  D istort ion » -SO% 

2] J itter » +20% 

3] L inea rity » 0% 

41 Dynamic  ra nge » -60% 

5] D ig ita l  fi lter » +20dB 

SPECIFICATIONS � 
Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 OV 1 78V 

Tota l  harmonic d1stort1on O 01 % 0 013°0 

Signal to noise ratio lOOdB lOOdB 
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CREEK DESTINY CD 
Does Creek's top player have a date with Destiny? 

I f you haven 't seen the Creek Desti ny 
p roducts a round  yet, that's beca use they 
a re l eavi ng  the cou ntry as fast as Creek ca n 

make them.  We were certa i n ly ve ry taken with 
both Dest iny CD p l ayer and  amp l i f ier  back in 
HFC 277. though  b l i n d  l i ste n i n g  aga i nst the 
best of the i r  peers i s  a toughe r  test. What that 
ca n't do ,  however, is detract from the smart ly 
d i sti nctive a ppeara n ce, with a cl ever front 
pa ne l  l ayout a dd i n g  an o ri g i n a l  twist to the 
u b i q u itous brushed a l u m i n i u m  fasci a .  

I n d eed, the ent i re exter ior of the u n it is a 
departu re from ea r l i e r  Creeks, not i n  s hape but 
i n  co nstru cti on ,  with th i ck a l l oy top a nd  
botto m pa ne l s  securely screwed i n  p l ace to 
tou g h  front, back and  s i des in s im i l a r  materi a l .  
I ns i de  t ha t  secu re ( and  l a rge ly  non - resona nt) 
she l l l i es a not u ntyp i ca l  assem b lage of 
e l ectron i cs, fed by no l ess than  th ree ma i n s  
tra nsforme rs, wh ich i n  t u r n  a re supp l ied v ia a 
co mp l ex ma i ns f i l ter in a screen i n g  box. D i scs 
a re spu n on a sta nda rd DVD- ROM d rive, from 
wh ich the data passes to the a ud i o  board .  

We cou l d n't resist a wry sm i l e  at Creek's c la im  
that t h e  D-to-A conve rter is ' 1 9 2 kHz ca pab le '  -
i n  othe r  words, get the mag ic  1 92 n u m ber  i n  
there somehow l  I n  fact, sa id  ch i p  does perfect ly 
adequate u psamp l i n g  (okay, oversa mp l i n g )  
i nterna l l y  a nd  the una rguab l e  advantage of 
go ing  without oversa mp l i n g  is that one 
ma i nta i ns  comp lete control of data rate from 
one p l ace. Creek does th i s  with a very h i g h  
stab i l ity c lock that ensures both l ow  j itte r a n d  
compati b i l ity with externa l  DACs or  d i g ita l 
recorders, someth i n g  many modern p l ayers ca n't 
ach ieve. Pur ists w i l l  be imp ressed ,  as we were, 
by the fact that Creek restricts the ana logue 
s i gna l  path  to  a lone  op-a mp  on each channe l ,  
assisted by  h i g h-grade  pass ive components. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

Ou r  l i stene rs were h a rd pushed to fi n d  actua l  
fa u l t  w i th  the Desti ny's performa nce i n  terms 
of spec ifi cs, but were not u nsti nt i ng in praise -
it d id n't come across as the most engag i n g  of 

< I 0 
l55Ei 

-=- lfl " ll-A -

the day. But  1s it, as with the  Arca m,  more a 
lack of overt cha racter that h ampers it i n  what 
i s  i n evita b ly  a q u ite b rief acq u a i nta n ce) 

Stereo imag i n g  was very we l l  l i ked ,  with 
p ra i se for both its p reci s ion  and its scope, wh i l e  
ti m i n g  was ment ioned i n  pos itive, if not 
g l owi ng ,  terms. Bass was thought good, wh i l e  
treb l e  was descri bed as a touch forwa rd by  one 
l i stene r  a nd  - i n  contrast - s l i g ht ly recessed by 
another. There were a l so a coup l e  of rema rks 
on  s l i g ht treb l e  ha rd ness. And deta i l )  Few 
comments he re, but one d i d  specif ica l ly 
ment ion a lack compared to the othe r  p l aye rs. 

Liste n i n g  specifica l ly fo r a ny s i gn  of treb le  
awkwa rd ness, w i th  those comments i n  m i nd ,  
we thought  we cou l d  see what was meant and  
wou l d  ag ree that  the  p resentation of the treb l e  
i s  somehow d i ffe rent from the rest of  the g roup .  
But  i t ' s  not the k i nd  of d i fference that we wou l d  
expect to  be u psetti ng  i n  the long term and ,  to 
put it in context, is si m i l a r  to the k i nd  of effect 
we've heard from movi ng  loudspeakers by a very 
few centi metres. Deta i l ,  though ,  is perhaps more 
of an issue and we d i d  fee l  that p ick ing out true 
m i n ut iae ta kes a l itt l e  more concentrat ion than  
w i th ,  say, the Arca m FMJ CD36 .  

Ta ken a l l  together. there's a n i ce cohes ion to 
the sou n d  and  it's a lways a rewa rd i n g  l i ste n ,  
pa rt icu l a r ly i f  you l i ke space a round  you r  
m us ic .  No gong ,  b u t  no shame e ither. H FC 

VERDICT 
SOU ND » 85% While m ost of the  specifics 

I I I I I I I I 11 1 I seem rig ht, this p layer 

f---------J didn't entirely convince our 
FEATURES » 85% listen e rs, who fo u n d  traces 

I I I I I I I I 11 1 I of treble hardness a n d  
f---------J compro mised detail .  Even 

BU ILD » 90% so, it's a lways a coh esive 

I I I I I I I I JJ I and entertai ning player. 

VALU E » 84% 

1 11 11 1 1 1 11 1 Hl·FIC'-' · ;- · 
OVERALL SCORE � 

Creek's justification for the h igh-sta bi l ity crystal 
osci l lator is shown in the excel lent speed accuracy 
of this player, at l Oppm the best i n  the group and 
eas i ly  meeting the h ighest pro-audio standards. 
This only matters when one uses it with a DAC, or 
possibly a d ig ita l recorder, which may refuse to 
lock to sources more tha n a bout l OOppm out of 
true, but it's nice to see care being taken here. 

J itter is a round the measurement l im it whi le  
d istortion is excel lent, at least at h igh  output 
levels: it doesn't qu ite vanish as levels drop but it 
comes so close that we're inc l ined not to worry. 
Noise, too, is close to state of the art and  the 
dig ita l  fi lter does a very good job a bove 24kHz, 
with the usual smal l  a mount of a l ias ing between 
20kHz and 24kHz. In the c ircumstances, it's hard 
to suggest with confidence the cause of the detai l  
l im itations that o u r  l isteners heard - perhaps some 
e lusive i nteraction with cables or partnering gear? 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 )  Distort ion » +40% 

21 J itte r » -20% 

3) L inea rity » +20% 

4) Dyna m i c  ra nge » +20% 

5) D i g ita l  f i lter » +10% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 OV 2 02V 

Total harmonic distortion 0 0008°0 0 0006°0 

Signal to noise ratio 1 17dB 1 07dB 
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E l e ct r i c  
Affo rdable awa rd-wi n n i ng prod ucts fro m the 'Golden Ea rs' i n  Hong Ko n g  

" Don't l et the relatively low 
control count fool you - th is  
i ntegrated is  someth ing of 
a tweaker's d ream when 
it comes to fine-tun i n g  
performance. " 

" I n  action, it's a terrifica l ly 
m usical  a m p, pa i nt ing a 
sol id,  authoritative sonic 
pictu re, fi nessed by a h i g h  
l evel o f  deta i l . " 

" Don't worry, there's 
enough bite in the treble 
to keep the King Kong 
OST enterta i n i ng, and 
a m p l e  attack to d o  justice 
to the u pbeat tracks from 
Mary J Bl ige's terrific The 
Breakthrough d isc. " 

" Maybe not the obvious 
choice at this price level, 
but one that many people 
wil l  love once they hear it. " 

WHAT Hi-FI, March 2006 

Eastern Electric M520 Review 

Awarded 5-stars 

VERDICT £ 

" It d id not prod uce a rose 
tinted 'warm; ' l iqu id '  or ' l ush' 
sound yet it was n ot c l i n ica l  
either. " 

" The M i n i max was a l so 
especia l ly  good at a l l  the 
d iffer ing voca ls it encou ntered 
i n  the l isten ing sess ions, 
where it reproduced 
m u lti- layered, textu ra l l y  
sophisticated s ing ing parts 
which were excel lent. " 

" An extremely even and 
engaging sou n d i ng valve 
i ntegrated, offer ing fi n e  bui ld  
and redou bta ble va l u e  for 
money. " 

Hi-Fi World, November 2005 

Eastern Electric M520 Review 

Awarded 4.5 I 5 

Minimax Valve 
Pre Amp - £769 

Minimax Valve 
Phono Pre Amp - £1 ,099 

Minimax Valve 
Power Ampl ifier - £989 

Minimax H DCD 
Valve CD Player - £879 

" Tube-based systems, especial ly 
low-powered ones such as this, are 
often expected to sound l ike a bar 
of Galaxy Caramel tastes: sweet, 
smooth but, ultimately, a l itt le 
hard to swal low. But the first thing 
that strikes you about the Eastern 
Electric/JAS Audio combo is its 
exuberant sense of l ife and pace. " 

" The presentation of fi ne deta i l  
is beg u i l i ngly natural, and is a l l  the 
more remarkable for the absence 
of fatiguing effects. It's not strictly 
neutral, but when the music is 
a l lowed to com m u nicate this 
intimately, does it matter? " 

H i-Fi Choice, March 2006 
System Review. Eastern Electric Pre, 

Power. CD with JAS-Audio Orsa Speakers 

Eastern Electric is distributed 
exclusively in the UK by: 
Shadow Distri bution 
21 - 22 Cadh a m  Centre 
Glenrothes, KY7 6RU, Scotland 

tel :  0 1 592 744 779 
fax: 0 1 592 744 7 1 0  

i nfo@shadowd istribution.co.uk 
www.shadowd istribution.co.uk 
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EXPOSURE 301 0 
Long in the tooth or a classic in the making? 

W e've rev iewed th i s  p l ayer befo re i n  
HFC, b u t  i t  seemed no  b a d  t h i n g  to 
see how it stacks up aga i nst more 

recent a rriva l s  on the ma rket. The 30 1  O is a 
med i u m-s ize u n it of modest weig ht, wh ich  
featu res a n  a l l -a l u m i n i u m  chass is comp lete 
with a l u m i n i u m  fro nt pane l .  Featu res a re 
l i m ited - no m u lt i room remote control 
con nect ions ,  fo r i n sta nce - but it does d i sp lay 
CD Text i n  a p leasant shade of b l ue .  

I ns ide  the u n it is a ' p roper' CD-Aud i o  
transport, con nected to  a s i n g l e  ci rcu i t  board 
ca rry i ng  both the a ud i o c i rcu its a nd  the power 
supp l ies , though  the ma i n s  tra nsformer (a 
generous-size toro i d )  is mou nted off.boa rd .  The 
main supp ly smooth i ng  is perfo rmed by two of 
the l a rgest ca pacitors we've seen in a ny CD 
p l aye r, ass isted of cou rse by reg u l ators a n d  
more, sma l l e r, capacitors. L ike Creek, Exposu re 
has steered away fro m the u psamp l i n g  route, 
re ly i ng  on  the d i g ita l fi lter i ng perfo rmed by its 
chosen DAC ch i p  fro m Bu rr- B rown. 

The D-to-A ch i ps a re j u st about the on ly 
su rface-mou nt components, the rest be i ng  
th roug h -ho le  pa rts, wh ich  many sti l l  p refe r  on  
son ic  g ro u nds. The aud io  output  is fi l te red and  
buffe red by  a va ri ety o f  d i screte components 
p l u s  one op-a mp per cha nne l ,  a nd  is de l ivered 
to nota b ly  so l i d  and fi rm phono sockets at the 
rea r. Ta l k i n g  of sockets, the e l ectrica l d i g ita l 
output is offe red on a BNC. Th i s  is tech n i ca l ly 
a bette r so lut ion than  the usua l  phono as l ong  
a s  you 've got  app ropriately term i n ated ca b l es, 
but an i n conven ience i f  you haven't. 

I n  these days of geo log ica l ly-s low CD-ROM 
and  DVD-ROM tra nsports, we app reciated the 
ra p id  d isc h and l i ng of th is  p l ayer. Li ke ma ny, it's 
a l itt l e  mechan i ca l ly no isy, but not too a nnoyi ng .  

SOU ND QUALITY 

Th is tu rned out to be p robab ly  the b iggest 
su rpr ise of the day, g iven o u r  recent 
expe ri ences with Exposu re k it :  the panel d i d n 't 
rea l ly go a b u nd l e  on it. As with a l l  the p l ayers 
i n  the g roup ,  there were specif ic a reas si ng led  

out fo r p ra i se  from t ime to t ime ,  but ove ra l l  it 
J U St d id n't seem to press a nyone's buttons. I ts 
s i n s  seem to be concentrated i n  the a rea of 
stereo i mage p resentat ion ,  where it l acked 
depth .  I t  was a l so l ess p recise in i nstru menta l  
p l acement than  the othe rs. 

On  the p l u s  s ide ,  the p l aye r's sense of sca l e  
was  very we l l  l i ked ,  a nd  it seems perverse and  
frustrati ng that i t  ca n exh i b it s u ch  ve rve with 
dynam i cs and sti l l  constra i n  the image .  
Co lo rat ion is a l so kept to very low leve ls , so 
ton a l ly you rea l l y  get  to hea r  what a record i n g  
is  about. T he  bass is  strong ,  with exce l l ent 
defi n it ion and tu nefu l ness, but the treb l e  ca n 
sou n d  sh ut- i n  at moderate dynam i c  l eve ls. 
There were a lso rese rvati ons  expressed a bout 
the ease with wh ich  one ca n d i scern what's 
happen i ng  in the m idst of a comp lex m ix. 

To some extent, perfo rmance va ries with 
p rog ramme  and l i ste n i n g  l eve ls .  I f  you l i ke 
l i ste n i n g  to rock, you cou l d  fi nd  th i s  p l ayer 
qu ite a l ot to you r  l i k i n g .  Unde r  such 
ci rcu msta nces, imag i n g  is  often l ess of a n  issue 
but the good bass and sca l e  come to the fore. 
Sma l l -sca l e  mus ic  such as voice a n d  g u ita r a l so 
does p retty we l l ,  a l thou g h  solo p i ano  cou l d  
perh aps do w i th  a l itt l e  more i ns ight  a n d  b ite. 
P lenty of usefu l strengths, then ,  but it lacks the 
po l i sh of othe rs i n  th i s  exce l l ent g roup .  HFC 

VERDICT 
SOU ND » 84% Good h a n d li n g  of dynamics 

I I I I I I I I a I aids the sense of scale, but 
f----------1 stereo i maging a n d  detai l  

FEATU RES » 80% in general  seemed to be a 

little lacki n g  compa red 

f----------1 with the  rest of the group.  
BUILD » 87% But,  if you like you r  sound 

rock-o riented, it's a honey! 

VALUE » 82% 

I I I I I I IJl\I I I Hl·FI 
OVERALL SCORE 

() 

Superfic ia l ly, there's l ittle enough in this player's 
measurements to cause raised eyebrows, so 
whence the 'flawed' sound? Looking closely at the 
spectru m of d istortion revealed a possib le clue: 
there is  an  unusual a mount of very h igh  ha rmonic 
d istortion there, up  to at least the 1 4th ha rmonic. 

I ndeed, under some conditions, the h igh 
ha rmonics were at greater levels than the more 
common second and th ird,  and the spectrum 
evidently varies considerab le  with both frequency 
and level - it's clea rly of d ig ital  orig in .  It's not 
obvious that 0.04% of a s igna l  at -20dB is going 
to be strongly aud i ble, even if it is 1 4th harmonic, 
but experience suggests this may indeed be the 
cul prit. Not until the s igna l  d rops below -60dB 
does d istortion tru ly va nish i nto the noise floor. 
Certa i n ly, there's no stronger c lue from 
measurements of noise, j i tter and filter 
performance, all of which a re a bsolutely fi ne. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 J Distortion » -20% 

2] J i tter » +20% 

3] Linearity » -20% 

4] Dynamic  ra nge » 0% 

5] Digital  filter » -40% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual - - - - - --
Maximum output level 2 OV 2 02V 

Total harmonic d 1stort1on 0 003° 0 0 0013°0 

Signal to noise ratio l 08dB 105dB 
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11 - its intimate 
relationship with the 
record ing alone is 
enough for me. /1 

Dominic Todd, Hi-Fi World 

VERDICT •••£ 
Amazingly well built for the price, 
with arresting aesthetics and highly 
engaging sound. 

The Q i n p u  A8000 Mk II is an 
I nteg rated A m p l ifier of exceP,tional  
q u a lity a n d  at o n ly £ 1 ,295, it leaves 
the com petition for dead! 

Dom inic  Todd recently reviewed the Qinpu 
ASOOO M k  I I  (H i -F i  World, Apri l 2006) and wrote: 

" So to the price; i would have thought 
between £2000 and £3000 to be about right, 
so at just £1 295, then, this is one exceptional 
value amplifier, in material terms. " 

" No Class-A amplification at this price could 
match its sheer dynamic power. " 

" The balance between a raw earthy sound 
and refinement is extremely well judged, and 
there can be few that could fail to warm to the 
Qinpu's emotional and powerful response. " 

(NEW Product) 
KW DM25 Transport 
KW DM25 DAC 
£3998 {two box system) 
The KW DM25 is a ki l ler
combo and without a doubt 
puts another nai l  in the 
coffin of technolog ies such 
SACD/DVD-Audio! 

Book an audition to hear this 
amazing prod uct today!! 

" The system is so 
enterta in ing i th ink i'd better 
start savi ng up for it before it 
sel ls out. " 

H i-Fi News, Feb 2006 

© 

��.;: � 
--�... ·-� ......... 

0 0 0 0 0 0  0 

With our unique 3o-day money back 
guarantee, why not try the stunning 
MA6900 Integrated Amplifier in your 
system? 

MA6900 uses Premium Mcintosh technologies
including autoformers, Power Assurance, and Silent 
Electronmagnetic Switching- as well as several 
features that facilitate system integration and 
expansion. What more could you want from an 
Integrated Amplifier? 
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NAIM CD5x 
Marching to the beat of a different drum pays off 

E ver the i n d iv id ua l ist, N a i rn  has ensu red 
a n  i m med iate imp ress ion is  made by the 
way this p l ayer loads d i scs. No  buttons to 

press here: i n stead there's a l i tt l e  h a nd l e  wh ich  
one p u l ls , whereu pon the load i ng  tray swings  
out on  a p ivot. The on l y  d i sadva ntage is t he  
remova b le  puck, wh ich one  must remember  to 
put in p l ace by hand .  Meanwh i l e, the 
m i n i m a l ist front pane l  featu res o n ly fou r  
buttons a n d  a very s i m p l e  d i sp lay, p l u s  a soft ly  
i l l u m i nated Na irn logo .  I t's a l l  very c lassy stuff 

Another N a irn  touch is the D I N  socket at the 
rea r. These days phonos a re p rov ided as wel l ,  
b u t  N a irn  is determ i ned that t h e  fo rmer opti o n  
i s  p refe ra b le .  Next to  the outputs is the i n put  
fo r the opti ona l  exte rna l  power supp ly, j ust i n  
case the i nterna l  s upp ly (wh ich featu res the 
b iggest ma ins tra nsformer of th i s  g ro up  by 
some way, a g iant rect ifi e r, p l enty of ca pacito rs 
a nd  at least 22 sepa rate e l ectron i c  reg u l ators) 
i s  not enough  for you .  N a irn  ta kes power 
supp l ies ser iously I 

B u i l d  q u a l ity of the case is ve ry good, a n d  
t h e  trend conti n ues i ns ide .  T he  a ud i o ci rcu it ry 
is based on P h i l i ps c h i ps - once the cho ice of 
sma l l e r  manu factu re rs, but these days not so 
common  - with op-a mps form i ng  the hea rt of 
the ana l ogue  stages. The cr it ica l non -Ph i l i ps 
ch i p  is the d i g i ta l  f i l ter a nd  H DCD decoder -
yes, th i s  p l ayer is H DCD- ready. ' H i - res' fo rmats 
seem to come and  go, but H DCD rema i n s  
q u iet ly popu l a r, a n d  even if you  don 't own  a 
s i n g l e  H DCD d i sc, the PMD200 ch i p  is one  of 
the best d i g ita l fi l ters on  the ma rket. So, you 
ca n sti l l  benefit. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

The overa l l  imp ress ion  th i s  p l ayer made  was 
clea r ly favou ra b le .  I nterest i ng ly, g iven Na im 's 
reputat io n  fo r ti m i ng ,  o u r  l i ste ne rs (who of 
cou rse d i d n 't know it was a N a i rn  as they 
l i stened )  d i d n 't p ick out that pa rt icu l a r  a rea of 
perfo rmance as rema rka b ly  d i fferent from the 
othe r  p l ayers; i t  d id attract some favou rab l e  
co m ment but  wasn't fe lt t o  sta nd apa rt. 

- -- @ - - -- e= -
c. 0 � " 

----

What does sta nd  out from ou r  l i stene rs' notes 
is the a l most comp lete l ack  of cr it ic ism, the 
on ly rea l ly negat ive comment concern i n g  some 
s l i g ht g l ass i ness in a coup l e  of tracks - and  that 
was o n ly from one l i stene r. Overa l l ,  it seems 
that th i s  i s  a p l ayer that any  of the l i steners 
wou l d  happ i ly l ive with, a n d  i n deed havi ng  no 
one aspect of performa nce that j u mps out, i n  a 
positive or negative sense, is a good l i n e  to ta ke 
for l ong-term enjoyment. It has a n i ce ly  
rou nded tona l ity from top to bottom, a good 
sense of space with we l l -def ined and  sta b l e  
i n stru menta l  pos it ions with i n  a n  image ,  good 
attack and p l enty of verve. 

Perfo rmance seems wel l  ba l a nced across 
m us ic types, with rock app ropriately ene rgetic 
and c lass i ca l su ita b ly  d eta i l ed  and s u bt le .  The 
so lo p i ano  track went down part icu l a r ly we l l  -
one  l i stener's com ment that it "sounds  q u ite 
l i ke a p i a no" may seem to d a m n  with fa i n t  
p ra i se but we chose a notori ous ly tr icky track 
and this is a bout as good as i t  gets, especi a l ly 
when taken with the very favou rab l e  comments 
a bout the p i a n i st's m us ica l  q u a l it ies. 

With a confident  hand l i n g  of wide dyna m i c  
ra nges a n d  c lear ly de l i neated i ns ig hts i nto the 
most comp l ex m us ica l  score, th i s  p l ayer seems 
to have a most p leas i ng mix of v i rtues and very 
few vices. It 's a crack i ng  cho ice for a ny system, 
Na irn -based or  not. H FC 

VERDICT , 
SOUND » 900/o A lack of obvious flaws is 

I I I I I I I I 1 1  I happi ly joined with a n  
f---------' abi lity to appeal  to all  

FEATU RES » 78% ki nds of m usic listeners.  

I I I I I I t Ml I I It's very assu red and lively, 

'------------' with considerable 
BUI LD » 90% sophistication and subtlety 

I I I I I I I I O I when req uired. 

VALUE » 88% 

I I I I I I I I DI I Hl·fli' · � . 
OVERALL SCORE : 

The use of the PMD200 digita l  fi lter/ H DCD 
decoder chip gives this player unusua l ly good 
performance i n  the nea r neighbou rhood of 22kHz. 
Most players a l low some a l ias ing here, and whi le  
the CDSx doesn't completely banish it ,  the level is  
red uced by a good 1 5-20dB. The showing for 
stopband rejection on the bargraph looks poor, 
but in this case our methodology and a h igh group 
average combine to g ive a mis lead ing  i mpression_ 
The PM D l OO filter was even better, though ! 

There is no ca use for concern elsewhere, but the 
distortion results a re a l ittle su rpri s ing. Typica l ly, 
modern CD players show low d istortion nea r fu l l  
output and undetecta ble d istortion at output 
levels below a bout 20dB. This one shows 
distortion levels rising to a maximum of about 

0.1 O/o at -40d B output, which may be l ittle more 
than an  academic observation given the fi ne 
resu lts obta ined for sound. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 )  Distortion » -200/o 

2] J itter » +20% 

3] L inea rity » +200/o 

4] Dyna m i c  ra nge » -400/o 

5] D i g ita l f i lter » +30% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 OV 2 l l V  

Total harmonic distortion 0 l 0 o 0 005° 0 

Signal to noise ratio 1 02dB 
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� 6 a n d 7  
Primaluna have just launched two new 

amazing models. 

Prologue Six 

70W mono power amp. Tubes: 2 x 1 2AX7, 

2 x 1 2AU7 and 4 x EL-34. 

Outputs : 2, 4 & 8 Ohm 

Prologue Seven 

70W mono power amp. Tubes: 2 x 1 2AX7, 

2 x 1 2AU7 and 4 x KT-88. 
Outputs : 2, 4 & 8 Ohm 

aluna Prologue Seven 

c d 7 
The Audio Research CD7 is a Reference 

Leve l model to complement the C D3M K l l  

with a n  even higher performance. 

I ncorporating the strongest aspects of the 

C D3 M K l l  - its rugged construction , the 

Phi l ips Pro2 laser mechan ism, the Crystal 

24 bit DAG - Reference CD7 breaks new 

ground ! 

e a t 
The Cool Damper is a rad ical new device 

for the tube accesso ry industry from EAT 

- E u roAudioTeam. 

This beautifu l l y  crafted audio prod u ct offers 

much more than s imply add ing a new sty l ing 

twist to your valves. It br ings exceptional  

aco ustic performance and function to yo u r  

system b y  del ivering sou n d  that red efines the 

tube dampening category. No valve should be 

without one ! 

� v a n t a g e  
Living in  the shadow of the impressive 

Summit  speaker is no easy task. Mart i n 

Logan 'Vantage ' r ises to the chal lenge by 

compressing S u m m i t 's ground breaking 

u ltra h igh-resolut ion XStatTM,  A i rFrameTM 

and Powered ForceTM technologies into a 

surpr is ingly compact package and price.  

.. 

e n g m a 
The Audio Analogue 'En igma'  m u ltifu nction 

audio valve un i t  is a superb solut ion for 

those music lovers who req u i re m i n imal  

fuss ,  m i n i m al space , yet  maxi m u m  qual ity. It  

featu res a 50wpc amp, C D  p l ayer and am/ 

fm tu ner. There are other com pact one-box 

audio solut ions on the market but  none offer 

the sound and b u i l d  q u a l i ty of the En igma.  



CD Players .£1 ,200·.£1 ,800 [ Ultimate Group Test ] 

T+A 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0  
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T+A CD 1230 R 
Fiddle with filters for that fine-tuned CD sound 

G e rman  h i g h -tech brand  T+A ( it sta nds 
fo r Theory + App l i cat io n ,  s i n ce you ask) 
p rod u ces a bewi l de r i ng  a rray of a ud i o 

components. Some wacky, some h i g h l y  
des i ra b le ,  a n d  some sma rt ly bus i nessl i ke -
i n cl u d i n g  th i s  one .  It 's a rg ua b ly  rem i n iscent of 
modern DVD p l ayers with its u l tra - low-profi l e  
appearance, b u t  one touch confi rms that it is a 
very so l i d ly- bu i l t  p i ece of no-nonsense h i -fi . 

I n  fact, it ve ry near ly manages to be five 
p i eces of h i -fi , d u e  to the i n c l u s ion  of five 
d i ffe rent f i l ter sett i ngs, each one g iv i ng  the 
CD 1 230  R a  u n i q ue  sou n d .  Eve ryt h i n g  e lse to 
do with the p l ayer ( power supp ly, j i tter, 
a na l ogue  stages and  so on )  has an im portant 
effect too ,  but the d i g i ta l fi lte r  is u ndou bted ly 
one of the most s i g n ifica nt factors i n  
determ i n i n g the sou n d  o f  a CD p layer. At the 
very least, T+A has su bsta nti a l l y b roadened 
the mach i n e's a ppea l .  S u re ly one of the five 
wi l l  p l ease you 1 

We may not agree with T+A that ' p re-echo' i n  
convent i ona l  d i g ita l fi l te rs is a p rob l em ,  b u t  it 
is sti l l  fasci nat i ng  to p l ay with the setti ngs. 
'Sta nda rd '  is the usual f i l ter as used by a lmost 
everyone e l se, wh i l e  the others i n c l ude  ' short 
F I R'. ' l l R' a nd  ' Bezi er' fi lters. They're bas ica l ly 
d i ffe rent ways of jo i n i n g  the dots, with more or  
l ess i n -band ro l l -off a n d  out-of-band a l i a s i ng  
and  wh i l e  a l l  have been t r i ed  before, they've 
neve r been put together  l i ke th is .  

Construct ion  is  good with p l entifu l i nte rna l  
screen i n g  a round  transport a n d  e l ectron i cs, the 
latter us ing a sel ect ion of good qua l ity modern 
pa rts. Unusua l ly, the remote contro l  is not 
supp l ied as sta nda rd - it costs a n  extra £99, 
u n l ess you 've a l ready got one with another 
T+A component. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 

We dec ided to focus on  the 'Sta nda rd '  a nd  
' F i l ter 4' sett i ngs . These have the sa me output 
l eve l ,  but d iffe r most p rofo u nd ly from each 
othe r  in frequency-response behav iou r. 
Comments revea l some common  g round  but 

a l so i l l u strate very n i ce ly  j u st why T+A may 
have i nc l uded these opt ions .  Op i n ions  were 
sp l it as to wh ich  sett i ng  was p refera b le .  

There was some common  g round  between  the 
f i l ters, i n cl u d i n g  exce l lent bass a nd  very good 
i mag i ng .  F ine control and g radat ion of dynam ics 
was a l so cons istent. There seemed to be l itt l e  
obvious d i fference i n  treb le  tona l ity, a n d  both 
the b l i n d  l i sten i ng  and  our own experi ments 
with a l l  five f i lter setti ngs suggested that there 
is an end u ri n g  tra it of very civi l i sed sou nd .  

The presentati on  of the sound is q u ite 
s ig n i fi ca nt ly d i ffe rent and l i stene rs thought  
' F i l ter 4' had the most d isti n ctive sou nd of the 
ent i re test. Wh i l e  'Sta nda rd '  g ives excepti o na l l y  
refi ned sound  with deta i l  second  to  none ,  
' F i l ter 4' fo r some l i ste ners sounds more 
m us i ca l ly natu ra l  a nd  cohe rent at the cost of 
some deta i l .  I n  fact, deta i l s  a re emphasised 
when the dyna m i c  l eve l i s  very l ow, but a re a 
l i tt l e  b l u rred in l ouder, bus ie r  passages. 

More c lear ly t han  usua l ,  this p l ayer i l l u strates 
how there is  no 'u lt i mate' sou n d  as persona l  
taste m ust p l ay a pa rt. Luck i ly, i n  th i s  case one  
b it o f  k it  seems u n usua l l y  we l l  p l aced to  cover 
a l l  bases a n d  for once we ca n put h and  on 
hea rt a nd  recommend  th i s  to  lovers both of  
d eta i l  a n d  of b ig -hea rted m u s i ca l  cha racte r -
j u st c l i ck  that switch 1 A tech no log i ca l  tour de 

force of the best k i nd .  H FC 

) ) 
SOUND » 91 % Selecta ble filters are the 

I I I I I I I I l'I I ici n g  on this soli d ly made 
f----------1 cake: the  basic 

FEATU RES » 90% performa nce of this p layer 

is very fi ne i n  every way 

f----------1 and it has the potential  to 
BUILD » 90% delight  a lmost any liste ner  

I I I I I I I I c I in any m u sic. 

VALU E » 88% 

I I I I I I I I Ill I Hl·FI 0.'.: . OVERALL SCORE .., 1 � 

Differences between the filters a re not hard to find. 
While 'Sta ndard' has the usual  near-brickwa l l  
response - actua l ly  it's not l i ke 'normal'  players, 
hence the poor showi ng on stopband rejection -
'Fi lter 1 '  to 'F i lter 4' have progressively less sharp 
response, with 'F i lter 4' 3 d B  down at 1 7 kHz but 
only 1 8d B  down at 30kHz. This means there wi l l  
typica l ly be plenty of u ltrasonic a l ias ing ( inaudi ble) 
going on and as a resu lt, with most spea kers. 
potentia l ly aud ible levels of a l i as  i ntermodu lation, 
too. I n  principle, this fi lter wil l g ive less pre-ringing 
but that's a bit of a red herri ng in  practice. 

Fi lters apart, this player turns in an excel lent 
technical  performa nce. Noise is low enough to 
make the most of even the qu ietest record i ngs, 
j itter is nea r-van ish ing and harmonic d istortion is 
on our measurement l im it. Output level is  on the 
high side: it's s ign ificantly lower on 'F i lter 1 '  and 
'Fi lter 2'  though, so beware in  q u ick compa risons!  

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 ] Distortion » +50% 

2] J i tter » -20% 

31 L inea rity » +20% 

4] Dyn a m i c  ra nge » +35% 

5] D i g ita l  fi lter » -30% 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement Rated Actual 

Maximum output level 2 6V 2 52V 

Total harmonic d1stort1on O 002°0 O 0004°0 

Signal to nrnse ratio 1 06dB 1 08dB 

june 2006 I Hl·f l  CHOICE 75 



[ Ultimate Group Test J CD Players .£1 ,200· .£1 ,800 

CONCLUSIONS 
CD players between £ 1, 000 and £2, 000 just keep on getting better and better 

A s the d ust sett les beh i n d  a 
part icu l a r ly e njoya b l e  g roup  
of a u d io com ponents. what 

conc lus ions  ca n we d raw' It 's c lea r 
that h i g h -q u a l ity modern CD rep lay 
req u i res no a po l ogy or specia l  
p lead i ng .  I f, as cu rrent ly seems 
poss i b l e, the h i g h - reso l ut ion a u d io 
fo rmats fa i l  to gather cr it ica l mass, 
we ca n at least be s u re that good, 
we l l -made CD record i ngs  p l ayed on 
h i g h -qua l ity sepa rates eq u i pment 
l i ke any of the s ix i n  th i s  g ro up  w i l l  
conti n ue  to  p rov ide a very 
sat isfy ing  mus i ca l  experi ence. 

But there i s  sti l l  someth i n g  to be 
ga i ned by exa m i n i ng the merits of 
d i ffe rent p l aye rs. Desp ite l a b  

resu lts t ha t  at fi rst s i g ht a ppea r  to 
suggest i n d ist i n g u i shab l e  
performance from each  mach i ne ,  
our l i stene rs p i cked up s ubt le  
n ua nces. Many of these n uances 
we re in fact s upported by deta i led 
ana lys is of the measu reme nts, 
wh ich  in the l ong  term cou l d  have 
a s i g n if ica nt i m pact on a ny 
i n d iv id ua l 's sati sfact ion with h i s  or  
her  rep lay system.  

Th i s  was pa rt icu l a r ly the case 
with the Exposu re 30 1 0.  For 
whatever reason,  the l evel of d eta i l  
retri eva l w e  hea rd from it was not 
q u ite u p  to the h i g h  sta nda rd set 
by the othe r  p l ayers. Where d eta i l  
i s  l ess o f  a n  issue w e  l i ked the 

sou nd ,  though ,  and i n  a n  age of 
s low-th i n k i n g  CD p l ayers, we were 
de l i g hted by Exposu re's ra p i d  
load i n g  and  cue ing  of  d i scs. G iven 
the re lative su ccess of th i s  p l ayer i n  
p rev ious tests, i t  shows that CD 
sta nda rds  conti n u e  to i m p rove. 

Creek's Desti ny ca me in fo r a 
degree of the sa me cr it ic ism a nd  
gave rise t o  s l i g ht reservat ions 
a bout the q u a l ity of treb le ,  though  
the sou n d  from th i s  p l ayer i s  
nota b ly  cohes ive a n d  genera l ly 
a lso h ig h ly i nvolv i ng .  

The Arca m FMJ  CD3 6 fa i l ed to 
set o u r  l i ste n i n g  pane l  a l i g ht with 
excitement, but in this case the 
fa u l t  may s imp ly  be that it's the 

most cha racterl ess of the g roup .  By 
one defi n i t ion of h i g h  fi de l ity, that 
makes it  the best ' 

The Na irn ,  Cop l a nd  a nd  T+A 
p layers a l l  rece ived m uch p ra ise, 
p ress i ng  not j u st one but a l l  of the 
a u ra l  buttons. Overa l l ,  the Na irn  
p resents a s l i g ht ly mo re ene rget ic 
vers ion of events, wh i l e  the 
Cop l and 's beaut ifu l ly free-fl owi n g  
sty le  w i l l  p u t  it t o p  o f  t h e  m us ica l  
tree for many l i stene rs. Mea nwh i l e, 
T+A ach ieves nea r- u n iversa l a ppea l  
tha n ks to  the m u lt i p l ic ity of  d i g ita l 
fi l te rs, each with its own s ubt l e  
ta ke on what  is without doubt a 
good son i c  basis .  Th is  is a g ro up  
fu l l  of son i c  sta rs, no  l ess. HFC 

TRY TH EM WITH THESE H I NTS AN D TI PS 
AMPLI FI ERS 

EXPOSURE 3010 INTEGRATED E l ,000 
A l ively, enthus iastic amp l if ier that can 
rea l ly make the most of a good sou rce. 

COPLAND CSA290 E l ,900 

A hybrid valve/tra ns istor amp l if ier with 
a deta i led but mel low cha racter. 

LOU DSPEAKERS 

B&W BOSS E l ,600 
Bea utifu l stand mount that delivers 
deta i l  and real mus ica l  i nvolvement. 

ATC SCM3 5 E l ,999 
Floorsta nder  that offers aston i sh i ng  
levels of  ins ight i nto fam i l i a r  record i ngs. 

» When aud ition ing  CD players, be 

aware that output l evels a re not a lways 

perfectly matched - louder  ohen sounds 

'better' i n  q u ick-fire demonstrat ions. 

» CD players a ren 't particu la rly 

m icrophon ic, but any problems can be 

m i n i m ised by putti ng them out of the 

l i ne of fi re of the speakers. Keep ing  

p layers out of earshot he lps, too. 

» Some players benefit from be ing 

permanently powered up ,  others need a 

warm up before sou nd ing  the i r  best 

» Try switch ing  off the CD player's 

d i splay if you can. It  sounds better. 

MAKE Arcam Copland Creek Exposure Naim T+A 

MODEL FMJ CD36 CDA823 Destiny CD 301 0 CD CDSx CD 1230 R 

PRICE £1,400 £1 ,750 £1,200 £1 ,200 £1,525 £1,700 
SOUND I I I 1•1 I I I I I I • I I I I I I I DI I 131 1 I I I I I I Iii I I I I I 

FEATURES I I I I r:::m I I I I I I I I I fll I I I I I I D I I I Iii I I I I I I I lill I I I I 
BUILD I I I Ill I I I I I I I 1 •1 I I I I I I I II I I I I Ml I I I I I I I t11 I I I I 
VALUE I I I I 1:1111 I I I I I I I 181 I I 1::11 I I I I 131 I I I I I I I I 1:11 I 

OVERALL IBI I I I I I • I I I I 111 1 I Ill I I I I I I I I li!I 

I l 
1 l I 

I 1 3  I 

CONCLUSION Fine deta1 , extension, Don't let the laid-back Our l isteners fa i led to subtle ut s gn ificant Unique design nicely A spread o filter options 

dynamics and neutra l ity - character fool you - this 
'bland' or 'honest' player has plenty of 
according to l istener taste! insight, too. 

KEY FEATU RES 

ElEC DIG D/ P Yes Yes 
OPT DIG 0/ P Yes No 

CD-RW Yes Yes 
CD lllT Yes No 

BAL ANCED O/ P  No Yes 
LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • G = GOOD • A = AVERAGE • P = POOR 

DISTORTION 0.0012% E 
JITIER 0.12ns E  

LINEARITY 0.2dB G 

S/ N RATIO 1 09dB E 
STOPIAND REJECTION -lOOdB G 
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0.013% A 
O.l ns E 
O.l dB E 

lOOdB A 

-106<18 E 

connect i ntimately with 
this player, though 
essentials all seem to be 
in  place. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

0.0006% E 
0.12ns E 
<O.l dB E 
1 07dB E 
·1 05dB E 

lack of detail interfered 
with our l isteners' 
enjoyment. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

0.0013% E 

O.l nsE 

0.2dB G 

105dB G 

-97dB G 

complements a 
sophisticated and highly 
capable performance. 

No 
No 
Yes 

No 
No 

0.005% G 

O.l ns E 
<O.l dB E 
102dB A 

.S4dB A 

makes this a player for al l  
tastes, a ided by top 
quality engineering. 

No 

0.0004% E 
0.12ns E 

lOBdB E 

.S3dBA 
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u n s u rpassed val u e  fo r m o n ey. With U K D's 
c o m p re h e n s ive s e l ect ion of res pected 
dea l e rs a ro u n d  the cou ntry yo u can 
c h o o s e  fro m a wh o l e  range of beautifu l  
h i -fi a n d  h o m e  enterta i n m ent p ro d u cts 
from Italy. Co ntact us fo r yo u r  n e a rest 
reta i l e r  and start yo u r  ve ry own Ita l i a n  
m u s i ca l  j o u rn ey today . . .  

T h o r o u g h b 1 e d  A u d i o  P r o d u c 1 s  

T h e  F i n e s t  I t a l i a n  H i -F i  
te l : 0 1 7 5 3  6 5 2  669 I ema i l  : i nfo@ukd.co. uk  I web : www.ukd .co. uk  
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WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 
TO Hl·FICHOICE NOW! 
Su bscri be to H l-FI CHOICE tod ay fo r j u st £3 5 .49 - a h u g e  

savi ng  o f  3 0% off t h e  cove r p rice .  Pl us , i f  you su bscri be by 

D i rect Deb it, yo u ' l l  a l so rece ive a free pa i r  of M o n ste r 

i nte rco n n ect ca b l es wo rth £ 5 5  ! So, what a re you 

wa iti ng  fo r? Su bscri be to the U K's fastest 
growing hi-fi magazine tod ay !  

.... MDNSTER. 



SUBSCRIBE TO 
Hl ·FICHDICE FOR: 
• The U K's most rigorous h i -fi tests 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

N ews, views a n d  expert a dvice 

Verd icts you ca n trust 

A massive 30°/o off the cover price 

1 3  issues a yea r del ive red d i rect 
to you r  door 

N o  m o re m i ssed iss u es 

UPGRADE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION! PAY VIA 
DIRECT DEBIT TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE 
MONSTER INTERCONNECTS WORTH .£55! 
When you su bscri be to H I -FI CHOICE by Di rect Debit, you don't 
just get a hefty d iscou nt off the normal shop price - this month 
you ' l l  a lso rece ive a free pa i r  of Monster I nterl i n k  400 M k l l  
i ntercon nects worth £ 5 5  i nto t h e  barga i n ! 

These cracki ng cables com b i n e  Ba lanced Bandwidth dua l  so l i d  
core centre conductors w i t h  Patented Ti me Correct wi n d i ngs and  a 
specia l  PEX d ie lectric to ensure faster, more accu rate si gna l  
tra nsfer, even over long  runs .  Each  cab le  is termi nated with 
Monster's h igh-qua l ity 24k gold Tu rbi ne RCA (phono) con nector, 
and  the resu l t  is deep, t ight bass, fast tra nsients and  exce l lent 
deta i l .  _ _  pl us, the cables we're g ivi ng away a re a fu l l  two metres i n  
length, s o  there's plenty o f  flex i bi l ity too. 

Monster is the world 's l a rgest manufacturer of specia l i st au d io 
and video cab les a n d  the I nterl i n k  400 M k l l  is one of its prem ier 

des igns. But stocks a re l i m ited - so h u rry l 

For further information on the Monster Interl ink 400 Mkll :  

:;;: 0800 0569520 @ www.monstercable.com 

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS: Please contact us for the latest prices 

� +44 1858 438749 
www.myfavouritemagazines.eo.uk/ H FC/ POl 5 
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D I 'd l i ke to pay E8.87 quarterly by Direct Debit and receive my FREE GIFT 
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PAYMENT DETAILS 

D I would l ike to pay by qua rterly Di rect Debit (UK only) and receive my FREE Monster Interl ink 

400 Mkl l  interconnect cables. Please complete the Direct Debit form. 
(I under>tand that £8 87 wil l  be debited from my account every quarter) 

� DIRECT D e b i t:  

Originator's Identification 
Number 

7681 9 5  
I nstruction to your Bank o r  Bui ld ing Society to pay Di rect Debits 

I<.> .tlle . . ,,.il.llil9er.llla11.lt.11.•mel . . .  
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l>•te . 
Please p.:iy Future Publ ishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction subject to the safeguards assured 
by the Direct Debit Guarantee. l understand that this instruction may remain  with Future Publishing and if so. details will 
be passed electronical ly to my bank or building .society. 

D I would like to pay by cheque - saving 30% 
(to be made paya ble to Future Publ ish ing Ltd. Sterl ing  cheques drawn on a UK account) 

I would like to pay by Credit/ Debit card - saving 30% 

D Visa D Mastercard D American Express D Switch/ Maestro 

ISSUE NUMBER [I] (SWITCH/MAESTRO ONLY) 
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Hl·FICHOICE 
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, order 

on line, drop us an email or fill out the order form opposite and pop it in the post. It couldn 't be simpler! 

W e lcome to o u r  new, expanded 

Choice Bits accessor ies shop .  

Eve ry month ,  o u r  h i g h ly-tra i ned 

aud io  expe rts t raw l  the wor ld of h i -fi fo r the  

freshest good ies a n d  the  fi nest accesso r ies , 

a l l  pe rfect to h e l p  b ri n g  the most out  of you r  

system a n d  each o n e  ready  to b e  de l ivered 

stra i g h t  to you r  door. 

Th i s  issue, yet more for the seri ous  v i nyl 

user. The Zerodust styl us  t ip c lea ne r  i s  a 

revo l ut ionary and  re l i a b l e  method of c lea n i n g  

you r  sty l us  without tea rs. I t  removes d i rt from 

you r  p rec ious sty l us  i n  the most gent le  manne r  

poss i b l e. For o u r  fu l l  sel ectio n ,  visit o u r  

ded icated website: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble level 

Use C learaud io '  s h i g h-q u a l ity sta i n l ess steel 

bubb l e  l eve l to ensu re you r  tu rnta b le  is l i ned up. 

rice: £21 .95 

Alcohol -free record clea n i n g  fl u i d .  Th i s  

b iodegradab l e  so l ut ion  w i l l  c lea n 500 records. 

Price. £27.95 

Ndgao a nti-Static Record S leeves 

Qu ite s imp ly, the best LP i n ne r  s l eeves made .  

The a u d i o p h i le 's  cho i ce. So ld  i n  packs  of 50 .  

P ice·  £14.95 (pack of 50) 
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ONZOW ZERODUST STYLUS TIP CLEANER 

If you ' re worr ied a bout  u s i n g  a b ras ive c lea ne rs 
or ove r- u s i n g  exot ic  c lea n i n g  fl u i d s  on you r  
expens ive sty l u s  t i p ,  t h e  Zerodu st i s  the 
pe rfect a n swer. Onzow's Zerod u st Sty l u s  T i p  
C lea ne r  is  made  with a new ly  deve l oped 

Clearl ight Audio RDC Cone Cups 

Made from the revo l u ti ona ry RDC compound ,  

u se  the Cu ps to  imp rove sp i ke a n d  cone sou nd .  

Price: £1 9.95 (set of four) 

Fu rutech I EC Power Connector 

S imp l y  a d d i n g  th i s  con necto r to you r  ma i n s  

l e a d s  i m p roves the  sou n d  o f  you r  system .  

Price: £59.95 

Clearl ight Audio RDC 2 Cones 

Used u nder  CD p layers, RDC cones a re the 

perfect ba l ance of s ize ,  cost a nd  performa nce. 

Price: £29.95 (set of four) 

u ltra-soft p l a st i c  th at's softe r than a ba by's 
s k i n  a n d  1 5  t imes more e l a st i c  I It ' s packed 
with c lea n i n g  powe r that makes it  the fastest, 
a n d  eas i est way to safe ly  remove that d i rt from 
you r  sty l u s  t i p .  

S im p ly  l ower you r  sty l u s  i n to the  Zerod u st 
c lea n i n g  e l ement - a space-age  po lymer  
b ubb l e  - and watch it s i n k  i nto the  su rface. 
Pe rform th i s  s imp l e  task once o r  tw i ce ,  a n d  the  
d ust a n d  d i rt w i l l  be safe ly  removed ,  leav i n g  
you r  phone  ca rtri dge  ready t o  de l iver i t s  best 
perfo rmance once aga i n .  Then s im p ly  put the 
Zerodu st u nde r  the ta p to ri n se away the d i rt, 
l i nt a n d  gene ra l  sty l u s  goo from its su rface. 

O N LY £ 2 9.95 

l sotek Fu l l  System Enhancer Disc 

Our  top-se l l i ng bu rn - i n  and  demag netisat ion d isc 

is  a must-have for a ny CD or DVD-based system .  

Price: £14.95 

Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner 

Tra nsform you r  d u sty LPs with th i s  c lass ic wet 

c lea n i n g  system .  H i g h ly recommended .  

Price: £44.9 5 

LAST Stylus Cleaner 

D iscs sou nd better and a re l ess l i ke ly to be 

da maged if  you r  sty lus  is comp letely c lea n .  

Price: £1 9.95 
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ANALOGU E  ACCESSORIES 

Ca rdas 1 80g Frequency Sweep LP 

Clea raud io  Stroboscopic Test Record 

Clearaud i o  Stroboscop ic L ight  

Cleara u d i o  Del uxe Bubble  Level 

Clearaud i o  Clever Record Clamp  

Clearaud io  Quadra Record Clamp  

Clea r l i ght  Aud i o  ( R OC) Record Puck 

KAB Strobe Disc & Light 

Loricraft Record Mat 

Michel l  Eng i neer ing Record Cl amp 

Miche l l  Un iversa l  Dust  Cover 

Miche l l  Tech no Weight 

M i l ty Zerostat 

Mobi le  F ide l ity GeoDisc 

Ortofon T Force Track ing Force Gauge 

Pebbles 'The Weight' Rega Mod ification 

Po l a ris Plus Styl us A l ign ment Gauge 

Pro-Ject Bubb le  Level 

R ing mat's How to Set Up A Tu rnta b le 

R ing mat Deve lopments The R ing mat 

Ringmat Ann iversary R ingmat 

Shu re Sty lus  Force Gauge 

'The Produce r's Cut' Test LP  

AU DIO BOOKS 

The Complete Guide To High-End Audio 

How To Set Up And Fine Tu ne A Tu rnta b le 

The LP i s  Back 

Home theatre For Everyone 

£2 1 .95 

£24.95 

£69.95 

£ 2 1 .95 

£ 1 2 .95 

£69 .95 

£54 .95 

£79 .95  

£49 .95  

£22 .95  

£44.95 

£67.95 

£37.50 

£44.95 

£795 

£67.95 

£5 .95  

£ 1 4 .95 

£750 

£49.95 

£69.95 

£24.95 

£24.95 

£24.95 

£7.50 

£9.95 

£ 1 9 .95 

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 

Al l sop DVD Opt im i ser/laser Lens  Cleaner 

Aud ioPr ism CD Stop l ight 

AVIA Home Thea tre Set-Up & Ca l i b ration 

A-Z CD Cl ips 

Bed i n i  Ha nd He l d  Cla rifi e r  M k l l  

Compact Dynam ics C D  Plus 

Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade 

Densen DeMagic CD 

£ 1 9 .95 

E 1 9 .95 

£34.95 

£7.95 

E69.95 

£ 1 4.95 

£ 1 4 .95 

f l l . 95 
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Dig ita l  Video Essentia l s  ( PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc E 1 9 .95 

Furutech RD-2 Disc Demagnetizer 

lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc 

M a rigo Orpheus CO Crossbow Mat 

Mob i le  Fidel ity ULTRADISC CD-R (Qty 5) 

Opus3 Showcase (HDCD) 

R ichard B l ack's U.S .H.£ .R .  CD 

£ 1 99 .95 

£ 1 9 .95 

£79 .95 

£ 1 4.95 

£ 1 4 .95 

£ 1 4.95  

lsoTek System Enha ncer, DeMag & Burn-In CD £ 1 4.95 

Order  both the a bove d i scs for only 

Ringmat The Statmat Mk l l  

Sound  Improvement D i s c  (Model  1 4/ 1 5 ) 

U l tra Bu rn-In CD3000 

XLO Reference Test & Bu rn-In CO 

£2 1 .00 

£ 1 9 .95 

£ 1 7.95 

£24 .95 

£24 .95 

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS 

Al lsop Ca rbon Edge Laser lens Clea ner  

A l l sop  CD & DVD Fast Wi pes 

Allsop CD Scratch Repa i r  Kit 

A l l sop Radial CD Cleaner  

Clearaud io  Ca rbon Fi b re Record Brush 

OeoxlT Contact Cl eaner (200ml )  

Go ldr ing Exstat ic Del uxe Record Brush 

Go ldr ing Exstat ic Record S l eeves 

Knosti D i sco Antistat Record Cleaner 

Okki Nokk i  Vacuum Record Clea ner 

l'Art d u  Son Record Cleaner ( S litre) 

last Al l-Purpose Record Cl eaner 

Last Record Preseivative 

last Stylus Cleaner 

Last Stylast Sty lus  Treatment 

lyra SPT Sty lus  Cl eaner 

£ 1 4.95  

£4 .95  

£ 1 2 .95  

£ 1 0 .95 

£ 1 3 .95 

£ 1 3 .95 

£ 1 4 .95  

£ 1 1 .9 5  

£44.95 

£22 5.00 

£27.95 

£39.95 

£39.95 

£ 1 9.95 

£29.95 

£24 .95 

Nagaoka Antistatic Record I n ner Sleeves (50) £ 1 4.95 

Nordost Eco 3 Static I nh i bitor Spray 

Onzow Zerodust Stylus Tip Cleaner 

Optrix CD Cleaner & Cla rifie r  

ProGo ld  Contact Enhancer ( ProGold 20m l )  

Unbranded I n ne r  S l eeves (Qty 1 00) 

VPI HW 1 6.5  Record Clea n i ng  Mach ine 

Wa l ker  Audio Super Si lver Treatment 

£24.95 

£29.95 

£ 1 6.95  

£ 1 3 .95  

£24.95 

£47 5.00 

£59 .95 

ISOLATION RACKS AND CONES 

Clear l ight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack B lack 4 She l f  £549 .95 
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CHOI 
Clea r l ight  Audio RDC I Cones (Qty 4) 

Clearl ight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) 

Clearl ight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) 

Clea r l ight  Aud io RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) 

Clea r l ight  Aud io RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4 )  

Clea r l ight  Aud io RDC Comb i  Base  (Qty 4) 

Clea d ight  Audio RDC SPP Pl atform 

IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) 

Nordost Pu lsar  Poi nts (Al u m i n i u m )  (Qty 4 )  

Spectra l Focu l pods Support Systems (Qty 4) 

Spectra l Po l i  pods Su pport Systems (Qty 8 )  

Townshend 3 0  Se ismic Iso lat ion P latform 

Voodoo AI RTEK (430x3 60mm/20kg) 

£39.95 

£29.95 

£ 1 9.95 

£44.95 

£ 1 9 .95 

£49.95 

£ 1 09 .95 

£ 19 .95 

£54 .95 

£ 1 4.95 

£ 14.95 

£234.95 

£234.95 
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MAI NS CABLES AND CONDITIONERS 

lsoTek Prem i um  Mains Ca b le ( l . SM )  

lsoTek E l ite Ma i n s  Ca ble ( I . S M )  

lsoTek Opti mum M a i n s  Ca ble ( l . S M )  

Nordost Sh iva Ma i n s  Cab le ( 2 .0M)  

Nordost V ishnu Ma i n s  Ca ble (2 .0M) 

£49.95 

£79.95 

£ 1 29 .95 

£2 20.00 

£450.00 

Nordost Brahma Reference Mains Cab le {2 .0M) £895 .00 

Nordost Va l ha l l a  Reference Ma ins  Cab le (2 .0M) E l 750 .00 

Furutech U lt imate Rhod i u m  Fuse 

Fu rutech f l - 1 5  IEC Connector (24ct Go ld )  

Fu rutech Fl- 1 1  Round Bod ied IEC (24ct Go ld )  

E32 .50 

£ 1 9 .95  

£29 .95  

Furutech F l - 1363 IEC Connector ( 2 4 c t  G o l d )  £ 5 9 . 9 5  

l soTek lsoP lug 

l soTek NeoPlug 

lsoTek Gi l  Sa lus 

lsoTek G i i  Mu l t i-4-Way 

lsoTek G i l  Mu lt i-6-Way 

lsoTek G i l  Mu l ti-8-Way 

lsoTek G i i  Gemin i-6-Way (d istri but ion stri p )  

£29 .95 

£49 95 

£295 .00 

£ 1 55.00 

£ 1 8 5.00 

£22 0.00 

£2 60.00 

lsoTek G i i  M i n i  Sub/Vis ion 

lsoTek GI I Titan 

lsoTek GI I Nova 

Kemp E lectron ics Power Strip 4-Way 

Kemp E lectron ics Power Stri p 6-Way 

Kemp El ectron ics Power Stri p 8-Way 

Nordost THOR by lsoTek 

V. 0 .H. Po l a rity Tester 

WattGate 320  I EC Connector (B l ack) 

WattGate 3201 HC ( 1 6Amp) 

£495 .00 / £ 549.00 

£ 1 42 5 .00 

£ 1 49 5 .00 

£324.95 

£375 .95  

£424.95 

£ 1 595 .00 

£ 1 7.50 

£ 1 8 .95  

£28 .95  
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s 0870 240 7 2 2 8  ,,,, �� ..... •••• ..... � ,,. www.choicebits.co.u k 
Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Cheque/postal order encl osed for £ ___ made paya b le to Choice B i ts. 
Or p lease charge my Visa/Mastercard/AmeX/Switch Card numbe r: 

D O D D  D O D D  D O D D  D O D D  D O D  S ignature ______ _ 

Va l i d  From Exp i res 

How to order: 
S imp ly  complete th i s  order form, fi l l  i n  your deta i l s  and send 
it to: P.O. Box 5996, Newbury RG20 4XH 
Alternatively: Give us a ca l l  on  0870 240 7228  
email: orders@cho iceb its.co.u k  
Order online: www.cho icebits.co. u k  

Issue n u m ber  (Switch) -------------

UK postoge: 
Postage is £2.00 for the fi rst item and E l .OD thereafter. 
All Prices i nc lude VAT at 1 7. 5%. 
European/ International sales: 
Overseas sales a re we lcome - please ca l l  for a postage 
quotation. Sa les outside the E U  a re VAT excl usive. 

This service is operated by hifi forsa le.com Ltd {registered address) trading as Oloice Bits under license from Future Publ ishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorsale 
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Prologue Six (N EW) 
70W mono power amplif ier 
Tu bes: 2 x 1 2AX7, 2 x 1 2AU7 and 
4 x E L-34. Input: RCA sing le-ended 
Outputs : 2, 4 and 8 Ohm 

One Two Three 

Prologue Seven (NEW) 
70W mono power amplifier 
Tu bes: 2 x 1 2AX7, 2 x 1 2AU7 and 
4 x KT-88. Input: RCA single-ended . 
Outputs: 2, 4 and 8 Ohm 

Four Five MM option 

The Cool Damper is a rad ical new device for 
the tube accessory industry from EAT. Carefully 
chosen materials for our Cool Damper device 
allows using it as a truly effective vibration 
- consuming damper. This results in reduced 
distortion from the tube circuit, as well as vastly 
reducing the tendency of most vacuum tubes 
to act in a microphonic manner. At £1 5 each, 
it is the u ltimate upgrade for users of valve 
equipment. 

Visit our web s i te for the latest i n format ion on new products and our used eq u i pment l i st. 
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A. 

YOU R  DETAI LS 
Name _____________ _ 

Ad d ress ____________ _ 

E m a i l  a d d ress 

Ca rd n u m ber  __________ _ 

Exp i ry date ___________ _ 

S ignature ___________ _ 

SEND YOU R  ORDER TO 
UK READERS' OVERSEAS READERS' 

H i -F 1  Choice back issues, H i -F i  Choice back issues, 

F R E E POST 8$4900, Somerton, Cary Court. Somerton, 

Somerset, TA 11 6BR Somerset, TA 1 1  6TB, U K  

WHICH ISSU E(S) DO YOU REQU IRE? 

MO NTH & YEAR I I SSUE  N U M B E R  AMOUNT 

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING? 

Make cheques/POs paya ble CHEQUE  

to Futu re Pub l i sh i n g  Ltd. MASTE RCARD 

( PLEASE TICK RE LEVANT BOX) 
��!STRD 

POSTAL ORDER  

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 
UK £4.00 (per issue), Overseas £6.95 (per issue) 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

BACK ISSUES 
Back i ssues a re ava i l a b l e  by ma i l  o rde r  
(as  l o ng  as stocks rem a i n ) . They cost 
E 4 . 0 0  ( U K) or  E 6 . 9 S  (overseas) .  Both 
p r i ces i n c l u d e  p&p .  You ca n orde r  by 
phone  on  0 8 7 0  8 3 7  47 7 3  - we accept 
Masterca rd and Visa cred i t  cards, a n d  
Maestro d e b i t  ca rds. A lternat ive ly, send 
a cheque  o r  PO made paya b l e  to Futu re 
P u b l i s h i n g  Ltd . P l ease fi l l  i n  yo u r  deta i l s  
on  t he  l eft of t h i s  fo rm.  

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT 
If you ' re i nterested in an HFC review of a n  
o l d e r  component and t h e  back issue has 
so ld out, we ca n usua l ly  send photocop ies 
of i n d ivi dua l  reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee ( i nc. p&p) of ES per revi ew. 
You must know i n  wh ich issue the or ig i na l  
review appeared; we  a re u nab l e  to  sea rch 
back issues for old reviews. 

Pl ease send a written req uest, enc los i ng  
a cheque for ES made paya b le to Futu re 
Pu b l i s h i ng  Ltd, to: 
H i - F i  Cho ice Repr int Service, 
Futu re Pu b l i s h i ng ,  2 Ba lcombe Street, 
London,  N W l  6 N W  

PLEASE NOTE: T H I S  SERVICE I S  O N LY FOR 
OTH ERWISE UNOBTAI NABLE REVI EWS 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ISSUE 266 ISSUE 267 

ISSUE 272 ISSUE 273 

ISSUE 278 ISSUE 279 

Why not subscribe 
to Hi·Fi Choice? 

T H E  E S S E N T I A L  H I - F I  G U I D E  

See page 78 for 
more details . . .  
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20 I OS Com pact Disc Player 20 I OS I n tegrated A m p l ifier 

ln  l ine with Exposure's policy of 

contmuous. improvement, 

we reserve the right to change 

technical specifications 

without prior notice. 

• � 

For 30 years, Expo s u re has been recogn ised as the brand w h i c h  

e n g i n e e r s  r e a l  h i -fi at r e a l  w o r l d  p r i c e s .  A m o ngst  its  r a n g e ,  

the 20 I OS s e r i e s  b e s t  se rves as l iv ing proof of o u r  comm itment to 

engineer h i -fi which  outperforms its pr ices.  

"The fi rst  t h i n g  t h at s t r u c k  m e  . . .  was the n a t u r a l n e s s  of the 

presentation . . .  there was a fi n e  sense of a ir  and l u c i d ity." Hi-Fi Choice 
magazine on che 20 I OS CD Player 

" Pa i re d  with the S p e n d e r  S8e,  the Expo s u re e l ectro n i c s  gave a 

t h r i l l i ng p e rfo r m a n c e  that oozed fi n e s s e .  T h i s  m ight be vergi ng 

on a u d i o p h i l e  apostasy, but I wou l d  favo u r  the c o m b i n ation of the 

£:600 CD, £:600 amp a n d  l 1 800 speakers aga inst  the vast majority of 

three-way sp l i t  £:3000 set- u p s .  The synergy really was that good." 

Hi-Fi Choice magazine on che 20 1 05 Syscem 

N ow that you h ave read the sales pitch a n d  the revi ews, let you r  

ears be t h e  j u dges. Expose you rself a t  you r  nearest dealer today. 
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20 I OS Power Ampl ifier 

------- www.exposu reh ifi .com 
Exposure Electronics Ltd· 

The Works 59 North Street. Portslade, 

East Sussex BN4 I I DH. England. 

Tel :  +44 1 273 423877 Fax: +44 1 273 4306 1 9  

Exposure Asia Pacific: 

T h e Works Two I 1 7A. Jalan 552/24. 

47300 Petahng jaya, Sel angor. Malaysia. 

Tel: +603 7875 8 1 8 1  Fax: + 603 7875 2833 
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CD Player XXll 

I n  l ine w i t h  Exposure's policy o f  

continuous improvement, 

we reserve the right to change 

technical specifications 

without prior notice. 

0 • 

Pre-A m p l i fi e r  X X l l l  

0 

We u n d e rstand that l i ste n i ng to beautifu l ly reproduced m u s i c  e n riches 

yo u r  l ife . For 30 years now, Expo s u re has dedi cated itse lf  towards hand

crafting h igh-end h i -fi components w h i c h  de l iver s p i n e-ting l i n g  s o u n d  

q u a l ity . . .  a t  s e n s i b l e  p r i c e s .  I f  y o u  treas u re l i ste n i ng p leas u re above a l l ,  

t h i s  C l a s s i c  s e r i e s  i s  Exposu re's b e s t  gift t o  you . 

"The re's s o m eth i n g  of t h e  'valve s o u n d '  a b o u t  its fl u i d  a n d  natural  

m i d range, and the res u lts are h igh ly engagi ng - part icu larly, as it  transp ired, 

with the Living Vo ice pair  of test-reference sp eakers. To n a l l y  this is  a 

parti c u l a rly gratify ing ampl ifi e r, h ighly convinc ing with i n strume nts and 

voices  - the n u m be r  of t imes 'great voice'  appeared i n  the l i ste n i ng notes 

started to look s i l ly." Hi-Fi Choice magazine on che XX/11 Pre-Amplifier 

and XXVll Dual Mono Power Amplifier 

" I t  is o n  par with the best that I h ave heard." 

Hi-Fi News magazine on che XXI/ CD Player 

N ow that you have read the sales pitch and the reviews, l i ste n .  From the 

fi rst few n otes, you wil l  rea l i s e  that s u rp r i s i ngly b reath-taki ng h i -fi i s ,  

i n  fact, we l l  with i n  your reac h .  Expose yourself at your nearest dealer 
today. 

0 

Dual M o n o  Power-Ampl ifi e r  XXVl l l  D u al Regulated Phono 

Pre-Am p l i fi e r  X X V I  

�----- www.exposurehifi.com 
Exposure Electronics Ltd: 

The Works 59 North Street, Portslade, 

East Sussex BN4 I I DH. England. 

Tel:  +44 1 273 423877 Fax: +44 1 273 4306 1 9  

Exposure Asia Pacific: 

The Works Two I I 7A, Jalan 552/24, 

47300 Petal ing jaya. Selangor, Malaysia. 

Tel :  +603 7875 8 1 8 1  Fax: + 603 7875 2 8 3 3  
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CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for m usic only ® Desp ite the  e m e rgence of 

new formats a n d  the 

resu rg e n ce of an o l d  one 

(vi ny l ) ,  CD i s  sti l l  the k ing of  

formats if you req u i re b readth of  

cho ice .  And desp ite the  fact that  

oth e r  sou rces wi l l  p l ay CDs, i f  you 

wa nt to h e a r  you r  d i scs at t h e i r  

best, there 's l i tt l e  s u bstitute fo r a 

ded i cated CD p l ayer. 

I t's a l so the most e n d u ri n g  

fo rmat o n  the  m a rket. Desp ite 

h i g h - reso l ut ion  co nte n d e rs l i ke 

SACD a n d  DVD-Au d io ,  noth i n g  

h a s  been a b l e  t o  u nd e rm i n e  t h i s  

u n ive rsa l ly po p u l a r  format.  

CD p l aye rs work by rea d i ng a 

stream of l s  a n d  Os off a d i sc that 

s p i n s  at a consta nt ly cha n g i n g  

speed (to cou nteract the  

i ncreas i ng  l e n gth of ' g roove' ) .  Th is 

b itstre a m  is  then  d i g i ta l l y 

fi ltered befo re u n d erg o i n g  

d i g ita l -to-a n a l o g u e  convers ion  i n  

the DAC ( D-to-A co nve rtor) .  

Th ereafter, the s i g n a l  is  fi l te red 

a ga i n  befo re b e i n g  a m p l if ied a n d  

s e n t  t o  the  output  sockets. 

The p rocesses of rea d i n g  the d i sc 

a n d  conve rti ng  the data a re 

so meti mes s p l i t betwee n  a CD 

tra nsport and sepa rate DAC i n  

so-ca l l ed two-box p l ayers. A 

pop u l a r  a p p roach with ve ry 

h i g h -end  k it, th i s  sepa rates the 

e l ectro n i ca l ly no isy e l e m e nts fro m 

the sens itive a n a l ogue  stages,  but 

ca n i n trod u ce t i m i n g  e rro rs known 

as  j i tter, therefo re o ne-box p l aye rs 

u s u a l ly offe r best resu l ts whe re 

b u d g et is a co n s i d e rat i on .  

SUPER AUDIO CD 
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new aud io-only format i ntroduced 

by Sony and Ph i l i ps. It  offers h igher resolution tha n CD in the form of 

considera bly g reater ba ndwidth and improved dynamic  range. It a lso has 

6C\ the potentia l  for u ncompressed su rround sound using u p  to s ix 

� chan nels, and  most new d iscs ta ke advantage of this. SACD d iscs a re 

"'''""'"""0°' usua l ly hybrids and  wi l l  p lay on norma l  CD players, but you won't be 

a b le to appreciate their h ighest qua l ity or their mu ltichanne l  ca pab i l ity 

without an SACD-compatib le player. Some SACD players a lso play DVD and  

even DVD-Audio  - these a re l i sted i n  our  DVD section. 

WHAT'S A DAC? 
A DAC or d i g ita l -to-a n a l o g u e  conve rtor is a 

fu n d a menta l  p a rt of a ny CD p l ayer a n d  conve rts 

the d i g its read  from the  d i sc i nto a n  a n a l o g u e  

m u s i c  wavefo rm wh i ch  is  a m p l if ied t o  l i n e  l eve l .  

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 
D i scs a re read by a tra nsport or d i sc d rive, wh ich  

creates rad i o  fre q u ency ' n o i se' .  Sepa rati n g  the  

DAC means  the convers i on  ca n be d o n e  with l ess 

i nterfe re nce. 

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 
Yes, if it has  a d i g i ta l  output  - a n d  most do .  

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 
N o. A l l  a n a l o g u e  ca b l es a re su ita b l e  for 

con necti ng  a CD p l ayer to a n  a m p. D i g it a l  spec if ic 

ca b les  with 7 5 o h m s  i m peda nce a re usefu l when  

con necti ng  the  p l aye r to  a d i g ita l  reco rd e r  o r  DAC. 

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 
Oversa m p l i n g  i nvolves m u lti p ly i ng  the sa m p l i n g  

frequency b y  a w h o l e  n u mber, usua l ly between fou r  

a n d  3 2 ,  but someti mes h i ghe r, a n d  i s  des ig ned let 

the DAC to work in a more l i near  fash ion .  

Upsa m p l i ng is where the  data strea m is stretched 

out by i nterpo lat ion and is  typ ica l ly used to refer 

to l a rge cha nges in sa m p l i ng rate such as from 

44.l kHz to 1 92 kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 
Yes. The vast m ajo rity of SACD d i scs a re hybr ids ,  

with a CD l ayer that  a l l  CD p l aye rs ca n rea d .  

CAN I PLAY DVDS O N  A C D  PLAYER? 
N o, the  sa m e  a p p l i es to DVD-As. Bu t  you ca n p l ay 

CDs a n d  DVD-As on no rm a l  DVD p l aye rs. 

Cambridge Audio Azu r 640C v2 £ 2 5 0  Cyrus CD8x £ 1 ,000 
The old 640( was a fa ntastic low-cost C D  player, a n d  its new 'v2' replacement is even 

better - an extraordi nari ly g raceful a n d  dyna mic-sounding p layer fo r the money. 

86 H l ·f l  CHOICE I june 2006 

The latest dimin utive C D  spi n ner from Cyrus is an  absolute stormer. H i g h ly detai led and 

supremely m u sica l, it's more than a match fo r many more outwa rdly exotic machines. 



Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

CD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� � 0 � � 
C1 � � "' 0 0 § " 0 "' "' � "' � 0 0 � 8 � � "" � � § § 

Audio-only CD and SACD players 
BADGE' PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UP T0 £1.000 

D Arcam DiVA CD73T 400 Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic - a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems • • • • 
D Arcam DIVA CD1 92 850 Beautifu l ly bui lt ,  well featured player with clear, open and i nvolving sound • • • • 
D Cambridge Azur  640C v2 250 Does most things extremely well and has a remarkably good sense of poise for the money • • 
D Consonance CD 1 20 795 Fine performance in al l  areas with the possible exception of slight treble harshness • • 
D Cyrus CD6s 650 Small, efficient and cheerfu l ,  with p lenty of energy and just the smal lest lack of detail • 
D Cyrus CD8x 1 ,000 Impressive mix of deta i l ,  musical ity, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX-R power suppy (£400) • • 
D Exposure 201 O S  599 Highly communicative sounds with good bass, though not always the most analytical • • • 

D Nairn CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5i is the definit ive player at the price • 
D Rega Apollo 500 Outstanding top-loader has sweet, clean top end that makes voices magical and difficult discs l istenable • • • 
D Roksan Kandy Mkl l lD 650 Clean,  t idy and expressive player - a more than worthwhile improvement on previous versions 
D Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, a l l - rounder with CD and fine mult i-channel SACD performance • • • • • • 

IBOYI £1.000 

D Arcam FMJ CD36 1 ,400 Deeply reveal ing player that tells it l ike i t  is :  if you can stand the unvam ishec truth, you ' l l  love it • • • • 
Audia Fl ight CD One 4 ,500 Sumptuously bui l t  toploader capable of real world dynamics with great record ings.  Two dig ital inputs • • 

[ill Audio Research Ref CD? 8,000 Top of the CD playing tree, with a sound as open and musical ly accomplished as you ' l l  ever f ind from the format • • • 
D Copland CDA823 1 ,750 Its abil ity to resolve micro dynamics and acoustic space is second to none • • 
D Creek Destiny 1 , 200 A highly capable and particularly smart CD player which is both analytical and musically inviting • • • 
D Cyrus CD Xt/DAC X 1 ,900 Greater resolve than the single box competition,  and DAC X has six d ig ital i nputs for whole system conversion • • • • 
[ill Krel l  SACD Standard 4 , 244 A landmark SACD player and an excel lent CD player at what by Krel l  standards is a relatively affordable price • • • • 
[ill Lindemann 820 6, 999 Stereo SACD player with sumptuous bui ld and sound, onboard analogue volume control and multiple digital inputs • • 

D Marantz SA- 1 5 S1 1 , 200 Some i nconsistency over imaging,  but enjoyable performance, strong on detai l  • • • 
Meridian GO? 1 ,595 Immaculately conceived and executed player with a softly-spoken voice. Needs careful system matching • • • 

(g Meridian 808i Signature 8 , 250 Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and qu ite del ightful • • • • • 
D Myryad MXC6000 1 ,400 A highly l istenable player with excel lent tonal balance and very f ine detai l  • • 
D Nairn CD5x 1 ,450 A genui nely engaging CD player with remarkable musical gr ip and coherence 
[ill Nairn CDX2 2 , 800 Fine qual ity one-box CD player, but its best feature is  upgradeabi l ity via outboard XPS supply • 

Primare CD31 1 ,500 A well made player that may not appeal to timing freaks but does lovely things with large m usical forces • • • • 
[ill Resolution Audio Opus 21  2 ,850 Dynamic, well timed and 3D performance with an analogue vol ume control and dig ital input for a second source • 

Roksan Caspian M Series- 1 1 , 1 00 The newly tweaked Caspian remains a smooth, cohesive and informative player • • • 
D Sugden CD21 SE 1 ,395 Delivers its particular1y musical touch bri l l iantly and warrants the attention of al l true music lovers • 
D Shanl ing CD-T1 00 1 ,650 Stunning- looking player that offers various operati ng modes: in any, sound is  clear and assured • 
[ill Wadia 302 3 ,999 A dynamic and gr ipping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your l istening habits • • • • 
[ill Wadia 861 se 9 ,995 Stunning player with a ful l  d ig ital preamp and an al l -reveal ing sound that ' l l  keep you up al l  n ight 

JiJ HJ:! i I SACD COMPATIBLE Plays h igh-resolution SAGO discs in m ultichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for dig ital connection to a DAG or dig ital recorder. 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosi ink output for dig ital connection lo a DAG or dig ital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Wil l  play CD-AW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-As_ 

CD TEXT Wil l  display album and track l il ies from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLA output connections for s imi larly equipped amplif iers. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both f ixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs. 
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Copland CDA8 2 3  £ 1) 50 
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Resol ution Audio O p u s  2 1  £ 2 , 8 5 0  
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This distin guished, yet minimalist Sca ndinavian CD player combines a real ear for detail  

with full-scale dynamics and an effortless m usica l style. A genuine hi-fi star. 

This player is ki ng of subtlety. Outwa rdly, the m usic sounds dynamic and well-sca led, but 

it's the level of i n ner detail resolved here that is truly outsta nding.  
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DVD PLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

® DVD has p roved a p h e n o m e n a l  

success i n  co m m e rc i a l  terms a n d  has  

v i rtu a l ly exti n g u i shed the m a rket fo r 

budget CD p l aye rs - you ca n't rea l l y beat a 

m u lt iformat p l ayer when it co mes to 

featu res. Ea r ly DVD p l aye rs were not 

p a rt i cu l a r ly good CD s p i n n ers beca use of 

the eno rmous  a m o u nt of R F  i nterference 

p rod uced by v ideo ci rcu its, but  as  th i s  

p rob l em  has  been ident if ied m a n u factu re rs 

have beg u n  to tack le  it. N owadays, most 

DVD p l aye rs a re com petent CD p l aye rs a n d  

a few a re ve ry g o o d  - ofte n as not they a re 

the ones  that p lay DVD-Aud io  d i scs as we l l .  

T h e  g reat adva ntage o f  DVD i s  that  i t  

offers suffi c i ent  ca pacity t o  h o l d  a featu re 

l e ngth movie or m u s i c  conce rt and d i screte 

m u lt ich a n n e l  sou nd on a d i sc the s i ze of a 

CD.  I n  the  case of p l a i n  DVD-Video d i scs, 

the a u d i o  i s  e ncoded in e i ther  the Do l by 

D i g i ta l or DTS fo rmat, both of wh ich  use 

' l ossy' co m p ress ion to fit the  a u d io o nto the 

d i sc a l o ngs i de  the  v ideo data .  Yo u ca n use 

a DVD p l ayer with you r  stereo syste m by 

co n necti ng  the ste reo outputs, thou g h  th i s  

won ' t  g ive the  su rro u n d  sou n d  benefits t ha t  

the  fo rmat spec i a l ises i n .  

DVD-AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a h igh-resol ution format that 

offers m u ltichannel, stereo a nd Dolby Dig ita l 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The d iscs 

ca n be played on a ny DVD player, but the 

9ii�looii!I CD-beating high-fidel ity sound ca n on ly 

be appreciated with a DVD-A player. 

Whi le offering s imi lar  benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information - lyrics, images a nd so on. To save 

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands a re bring ing out u n iversal  p layers 

to cover SACD a nd DVD-A, a longside CD a nd 

DVD-Video - a  neat and relatively future proof 

route i nto h igh-resolution m u ltichannel  music. 

Higher-end models featuring hig h-ba ndwidth 

compatible d ig ita l a udio l i nks a re now a lso 

a ppea ring, enha nci ng DVD-A/SACD sound 

when used with s im i la rly equ ipped a m ps. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 

Use the  a na l o g u e  outputs 

fo r CD, DVD-A a n d  SACD, 

and the  coaxi a l  d i g ita l  output 

fo r DTS and Do l by D i g ita l 

movi e sou ndtracks. 

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 

The best co n n ecti o n  i s  

com po n e nt v i deo  c lose ly 

fo l l owed by RG B Sca rt, wh i ch  

i s  c lea r ly  su per ior  to  S-v ideo 

and the bas ic  co m posite 

v ideo opt i on .  

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 

O n ly if you wa nt to hea r  m us i c  

a n d  mov ie  soundtracks i n  

m u lt ich a n ne l  s u rro u n d .  DVD 

p l aye rs ca n be used with stereo 

a m ps a n d  j u st two spea ke rs to 

g reat effect, but  you ' l l  o n l y  g et 

stereo, not s u rro u n d  sou nd .  

D O  I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO? 

It's wo rthwh i l e  fo r the  ve ry best 

p i ctu re q u a l ity, but  m a ke s u re 

you r  DVD p l aye r a nd d i s p l ay 

d evice s u p po rt PAL p rogressive. 

SC ART 

CONNECTIONS: 

These a re a 

good-q u a l ity 

option for video, 

especi a l ly ones 

that output RGB. 

ANALOGU E  AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 

stereo and m u lt icha nne l  connections, 

use these for best resu lts with 

DVD-Audio,  SACD and CD. 

DIGITAL OUTPUTS: 

For Dolby Digita I, 
DTS a n d  PCM 

aud io  bitstrea ms. 

VIDEO CONN ECTIONS: Yel low sockets a re composite; red, 

green and b lue sockets a re for component which g ives best 

resu lts, wh i l e  the black m u lti pin socket is S-Video, wh ich sits 

q u a l itatively between the two. 
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Our favourite o BEST BlN [!£] EDITOR'S CHOICE 

DVD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

AudioNideo d isc players 

BADGE? PRODUCT T li!jl1fj81!il1 
D Arcam DiVA DV78 700 
D Denon DVD- 1 920 -� D Denon DVD-291 0 600 
D Denon DVD-391 0 900 
D Marantz DV7600 --i--?OO 
D Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 

COMMENTS 

Imagine almost al l of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top p icture and sound performance for the money 
-----+ 

Respectable (if unexciting) and flexible audio player, but someth ing of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • -�: 
Denon's entry-level un iversal player lives in the shadow of the '391 0 ,  especial ly on CD, but is a fine overall model • 
Exceptionally well -specified universal player with a performance to match .  A true class- leader __J • 
A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture qual ity that generally exceeds expectation • 
Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which performs well with audio and video • 

D r- ---+---+--
Phi l ips DVP9000S 
Pioneer DV-585A 
Sony DVP-NS91 00ES 

ABOVE.£1.000 

D Arcam FMJ DV29 
Cyrus DVDS -----!- --- -

[!£] Denon DVD-A 1 XV 
[!£] Linn Unidisk SC 
[!£] Meridian G98AH 
[!£] Nairn DVD5 

400 
1 50 

1 ,000 

1 ,600 
1 ,200 

---" 
2 ,500 
2 ,995 -' 
3,625 

---r---
2 ,565 

Phi  I i  p s proves it hasn't lost its touch with mid market DVD players. Includes SACD and HDMI for qual ity video, and it's a star 
Don't expect tip-top performance for this kind of money - the fact that it's a competent universal player is impressive enough '  
Video playback is foremost, with the  il ink  del ivering sign ificantly better sound than the  analogue counterparts 

An excellent DVD player, very fine with both CD and DVD-Audio music discs and superb in  its video role 
An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs 
Soph isticated un iversal player with state of the art video process ing ,  high class disc replay, especial ly SACD 
Groundbreaking un iversal player with bu i l t- in preamplif ier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-f i  
Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too 
Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class- lead ing sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio • 

l'.Z I m 8 � § 8 � � "' 
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D T+A SACD 1 245 R 2 ,000 Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a l im ited job, but it does it with f ine fidel ity -'- --t [!£] Townshend TA 565 CD 3 ,000 A un iversal mach ine that excels with music and is qu ite exceptional with good o l '  stereo C --- --
Ji 1 Hi :1 �I DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays h igh-resolution DVD-A discs in two and m ultichannel modes. SACO COMPATIBLE Plays h igh-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes. 

• • 
• • 

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for dig ital connection to a multichannel amplif ier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosl ink output for d ig ital connection to a multichannel amplif ier or receiver. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6 . 3 m m) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player 

TOP BUYS 

Arcam FMJ DV2 9 f l ,600 
Arcam's best DVD player yet - a world-class, H D MI-equipped audio/video feast. 

• 
• 

� 
:l' 0 
ffi 8 � 

• 

• 

• 

• 

� 
i 
254 
276 
262 
260 
274 
275 
274 
273 
274 

263 
238 
266 
259 
265 
263 
279 
270 

Before you buy one of these - make sure - you 've used one of these ! 

b • 

We offer you a no-obligation audition before you buy, in 
comfort, with our experienced enthusiasts. We know how 
to get the best from the Hi-Fi or AN you want to buy, 
install it for you as part of the service and ensure the 
results give a better l istening experience - day after day. 
For more info visit billyvee.co.uk or if you can , our shop. 

Arca m - Audio lab - AVI - B&W - Denon - L inn  - N a i rn  - PMC - Pure - ProAc - Pro-J ee! - Pioneer - Quad - Rotel - Ya maha 



VINYL 
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages 

� Reco rd p l aye rs or tu rnta b les � offer the d i g ita l  revol ut ion 

serious com petiti on when it 

comes to sou n d  q u a l ity. Even a 

modest mode l  ca n tu rn m us ica l  

tricks that most CD p layers strugg l e  

with . So me ca l l  it vi nyl wa rmth, but  

i n  rea l i ty it's a lack  of  d i g ita l  

ha rd ness that m a kes the format so 

engag i n g .  True, the software 

req u i res a bit more ca re, but even a 

knackered LP is more p l aya b l e  than  

a scratched CD.  

Record p l ayers a re made of th ree, 

perh a ps fou r, fu ndamenta l parts .  

The tu rnta b le  i s  the p l i nth and 

p latter, usu a l ly a l so conta i n i ng the 

motor and a ny suspens ion system .  

A ton e a rm s its o n  the  p l i nth and  

a l l ows the ca rtri dge  to  trace the 

v i nyl g roove by p ivoti ng  o r  p a ra l l e l  

track i ng  ove r the  reco rd . T h e  

ca rtri dge  conta i n s  the  m e a n s  o f  

t u rn i n g  the mech a n i ca l  movement  

of  the  g roove wa l l  i nto an  

e l ectri ca l s i g n a l .  

A fou rth e lement i s  a n  a m p  

ded icated t o  t h e  de l i cate j o b  of 

a m p l ify ing  a n d  equa l i s i ng  the 

ca rtri dge's i n substa nti a l  output. 

Th is  is ca l l ed a phono stage a n d  

ca n b e  fou n d  i n  some  i nteg rated 

a m p l ifi e rs a n d  prea m ps, but is 

i ncreas ing ly  p u rchased sepa rately 

for use with l i ne-o n ly a m ps . 

. TOP BUYS 

There a re two types of phono 

ca rtridge :  mov ing  mag net (MM)  

a n d  movi ng co i l  (MC), a n d  w i th  a 

few exceptions  the latter 

outperforms the fo rmer. But MCs 

prod uce a lower output a n d  requ i re 

better-q u a l ity a m p l ificati on  to be 

heard at the i r  best. As a genera l  

ru le ,  MCs offer a broade r  

ba ndwidth ,  g reater dyn a m ics a n d  

more deta i l ,  b u t  t h e  better movi ng 

magnets do most th ings we l l  

enough  t o  d i stract you from you r  

CD co l l ection .  

• 

Hl·HCHDICE -* 

Sett ing  up a tu rnta b le  var ies from model  to model ,  

but the genera l  pr inc ip le  is to l evel the p latter by 

adjusti ng  the suspens ion o r, a s  with so l id  p l atters, 

the su rfa ce it sits on. Sprung suspens ions someti mes 

req u i re a b it  of f ine-tu n i n g  to sou nd thei r best,  but 

the pr inc ip le  i s  to ach ieve a smooth, p i ston ic  bou nce. 

Ca rtr idge set-u p i s  even more critica l ,  a s  the a ng les 

at wh ich  the sty lus  traces the g roove affects its to n a l  

b a l a nce a nd leve ls  of d i stort ion .  A good a l i g n ment 

protractor i s  essenti a l  if you a re inte n d i n g  to set up 

you r  own ca rtridge,  a s  i s  a degree of pat ience. I n  

essence, there a re two a ng les you need to get r ig ht: 

the trac ing  a ng l e  as  the ca rtridge crosses the record 

if you a re look ing  from a bove, a n d  the vertica l  

track ing  a ng l e  (VTA),  wh ich  is a dj u sted by  ra i s i n g  or  

l oweri ng  the a rm base  to  br ing the a rm para l l e l  w i th  

the record su rfa ce. 

Gold ring 
G R 2 £ 2 6 5  

Michell 
Tecnodec £767 

Clearaudio 
Cha m p i o n  £ 1 ,47 5 

Avid 
Vo lve re Seq u e l  £3 , 5 00 

This Rega-derived design is stunning value 

for money. Supplied with an RB250 am 

a n d  Gold ring 1012GX cartridge, it'll b low 

most budget CD players into the weeds. 

90 H l · F I  CHOICE I june 2006 

A distillation of all the good things from 

some of Michell's past masters, all knitted 

together bea utifully. Understated loo ks 

and a full-bodied sound make this a star. 

Current ki n g  of acrylic, the Clea raudio 

deck, arm and cartridge combination 

turns i n  a bea utifully well-ba la n ced 

delivery, but ch oose your su pport wisely. 

Avid has been one of the m ost i m p ressive 

expon ents of the vi nyl a rts in recent years, 

and this mid-range deck is a stunning 

exa m p le of analogue engineeri n g .  



Our favourite o BEST BlN @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

TURNTABLES 
Record players 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D 
D 
D 
D 
@ 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
@ 

Avid Diva 
Avid Volvere Sequel 
Clearaudio Champion 
Clearaudio Ambient 
EAR Disc Master 
Funk 

r-
Goldring GR2 
Michel l  Tecnodec 
Michell Gyro SE 
Michel l  O rbe SE 
Notti ngham Analogue Horizon 
Pro-Ject Debut SE 
Project RPM 5 
Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 
Rega P3/RB300 
Rega P5/RB700 
Rega P7 /RB700 
Rega P9/RB1 OOO 
Roksan Radius 5/Nima 
SME Model  1 OA 

COMMENTS 

1 ,  I 00 A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine bu i ld ,  requ i res a smooth , relaxed cartridge for best results 
3 ,500 Heavyweight turntable that will del iver more of what's i n  a vinyl groove than most of the competition 
1 ,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding ,  with impressively 'dead ' arm. Isolation recommended 
4,220 Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thri l l ing sound (tonearm extra) 
7 ,695 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and h igh qual ity materials to bring state of the art resolution 
450 You won ' t  find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detai l  r-265 N icely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound qual ity 
767 Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - full-bodied and h ighly detailed 

1 ,058 New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price incl udes RB300 arm 
2 ,01 5 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 
529 A fluid m idrange and n imble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck {price inc RB250 arm) 
200 The best Debut has a qual ity cartridge and easy upgrade arm cable, it del ivers a scale, energy and resolve with ease 

33/45 
33/45/78 

33/45 
33/45 
33/45 
33/45 
33/45 
33/45 
33/45 

400 Great looks plus an on the bal l ,  engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 
1 ,000 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent' Price includes carbon-fi bre arm 33/45 
298 Updated Planar 3 ,  bui ld ing on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail 33/45 
698 Combines a great sense of t iming with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 

1 ,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 33/45 
2 ,498 Exceptionally elegant h i -tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1 OOO tonearm 33/45 
850 Sophisticated design with accompl ished sound qual ity, excel lent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 

3 ,41 1 Elegant and extremely capable des ign ,  tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 
SME Model 20 .2A 5,274 Beautifu l ly bui lt ,  extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 

33/45 Townshend Rock Anniversary 4,900 If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc .  Excal ibur  arm) 

Our favourite o BEST BlN @ EDITOR S CHOICE 

PHONO CARTRIDGES 
M M  and M C  cartridges 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D 

D 
@ 

Cartridge Man MM I l l  
Grado Prestige Black 
Grado Prestige Gold 
Lyra Hel ikon 
Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo I l l  
van den Hui  MC One Special 
van den Hui  Colibri XGP 
van den Hui Condor XCM 

625 
40 

1 1 0  
1 ,095 
239 
699 

COMMENTS 

The MM I l l  challenges MCs at twice the price, i t  produces detai l ,  space and energy and has stunn ing resolve in the right arm 
Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 
Produces rich, open and expansive music with the min imum of fuss 
Highly capable and highly neutra l ,  this is a cartridge for al l  seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl qual ity 
H igh output MC with refinement at h igh frequencies and a n imble,  articulate and reveal ing sound 
A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a fami l iar  track in  a whole new l ight 

2.699 Phenomenal resolution, custom bui ld ing to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm load ing and is vul nerable to damage 
2,400 A stunn ing cartridge with stereo imaging,  dynamics and detail resolution to die for 

D 
D 
@ 
@ 
@ Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1 ,450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this i s  a lot of performance for the money 

Our favourite o BEST BlN @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

PHONO STAGES 
Phono stages 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D 

D 
D 
@ 
D 

Cambridge Audio 640P 
Clearaudio Smart-Phono 
NAO PP2 phono stage I Tom Evans Microgroove 

I Tom Evans The Groove 
Trichord Dino/Dino+ 

COMMENTS 

60 Tested with the almost-as-good £40 540P, this remarkable phono stage brings refinement and bass weight to budget vinyl 
250 Minute and very practical unit with sl ightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound 
50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonal ity and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money 

400 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better' 
1 ,800 Plenty of deta i l ,  excel lent imaging and al most flawlessly neutral :  a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 
498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibi l ity 

SPECIFICATIONS 

• • • 
• opt 
• opt 

• • 
• 
• 

• 
• • 

271 
276 
279 
266 
268 
239 
235 
253 
276 

• •  279 
• 
• 

268 
2 1 4  

• �
-
opt 257 

• • opt 257 
t- T • •  I 228 

• 248 
• • 1 95 
• • 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

-< 
1 86 
259 

266 
2 1 4  
235 
2 1 5 
270 
235 
244 
265 
253 

9Q#Hii!Q·iil1frPM 

• • 
• • 

277 
268 
245 

• 234 
• 201 

• 234 

l11j;\, if !:llJinH lU SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWfTCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks requ i re manual l ifting of the belt 

from one pul ley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm � some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer wi l l  fit it for you. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are suppl ied with a starter cartridge and this is incl uded in  the price shown. 

131ii1 ;!!1ldliJ�H'i :tjl MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound qual ity 
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RADIO TUNERS 
FM and DAB hi-fi separates 

® Rad i o  i s  a fa ntast ic m u s i ca l  resou rce 

that's in d a nger  of b e i n g  ta ke n  fo r 

g ra nted , but  wh atever you r  ta stes 

there's so meone  out there cateri ng  fo r it . If 

yo u have n 't got a decent t u n e r  hooked u p  

t o  yo u r  h i -fi a l ready, yo u ' re m iss i ng  o u t  I 

DAB or FM? 
Dig ita l A u d i o  B roadcasti ng  ( DAB)  i s  now 

sa id  to be ava i l a b l e  to more t h a n  80 per  

cent of the p o p u l at ion  and the l ong -term 

p l a n  i s  to switch p u b l i c  b road casti ng  ove r 

to d i g it a l  ent i re ly, but  h a rdwa re p ri ces h ave 

yet to co me  d own to a po i n t  where th i s  

wou  I d  be accepta b le .  I ts adva ntages ove r 

FM i n c l u d e  h i ss-free recepti o n ,  the 

pote nti a l  fo r a wider  ra n g e  of statio n s  a n d  

t h e  a b i l ity t o  d i s p l ay co m p rehens ive 

progra m m i ng i nfo rmati o n .  FM's RDS 

syste m means  that stat i o n  name a n d  

occas i o n a l ly track  t it les a re d i s p l ayed , b u t  

t h e  ra nge  o f  i nfo rmat ion i s  fa i r ly l i m ited . 

Where FM sco res ove r DAB is i n  the  lower 

cost of h a rdwa re and the  g reater receptio n  

a rea .  I t  ca n a l so p rov ide  h i g h e r  so u n d  

q u a l i ty if  rece pti on  co nd i t ions  a re 

favo u ra b le .  Abso l ute so u n d  q u a l ity 

j u d ge m e nts a re m u d d ied by the fact that 

yo u a re l i ste n i n g  to d i ffe rent  fo rms of 

co m p ress ion  a n d  p rocess i n g  at the stu d i o  

fo r each stati o n .  

W h a t  i s  c lea r, however, i s  that there a re 

m o re a n d  m o re rad i o  stati ons  broad casti ng  

o n  DAB  that  a re n 't ava i l a b l e  on  FM.  So i f  

i t ' s  va ri ety of p rogra m m i ng yo u ' re afte r, 

they have a l ot to offer. 

RECEPTION 
The q u a l ity of s igna l  you feed a tuner w i l l  

d ictate its sound q u a l ity. So serious FM 

l i steners shou ld  get a decent extern a l  aeri a l  

a n d  con n ect it with a s  few j u nctions a nd 

sp l its as poss ib le .  Every t ime you sp l it  the 

cable ( i e  ta ke a feed for a n other tuner) you 

h a lve sig n a l  strength ! With DAB the same 

app l ies but get a DAB-specific aeri a l .  See 

www.bbc.eo.u k/ d ig ita l rad io for deta i ls .  

Denon TU- l 800DAB £2 50 I 
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 

good a ll-round design at a tempting price. 

Creek TS O £550 
A thoro u g h ly acco m p lished AM/FM tuner 

with a substantial  and d etai led sound.  

Magnum Dynalab 
MD 9 0T f l , 1 9 5 
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable'  fo r a n  

M D ,  b u t  sti ll streets a h ead o f  most radios. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY !ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

TUNERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� 
\E � el c< � � � � --j i � 8 a;: e � � "' "' FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES ---- - � el � 2 

I g 1 en ' en ?' al Sl � PR�DUCT I £ COMMENTS 

. , ,., ' 
D 1 Creek T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precis ion, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM , M , L  1 28 1 • • • i • 1 251 
D I Denon TU-260L I I  _ I 1 30 The return of the a l l -t ime favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever ! FM , M , L  40 ' 

• i • I 1 93 
!ill 1 Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1 , 1 95 No r;;ote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves . . .  but its sound is simply subl ime FM opt 1 opt • I • l 257 
!ill Magnum Dynalab M D  1 02 1 2200 Superb ;,;;;;;-control -e FM tuner del ivers a superbly transparent sound that makes rad io fun 1 FM 5 , • ; f e 241 
ONA0 C422 1 80 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a sl ight lack of clarity 

--
FM,M 30 , e • t .. , 250 

.. 

0Prlm��;T21____ 1MoA very fine tuner - bass and treble are both well extended and detai l  i s  e7c�---- - - -· ·- -----------r---F·M----3cji-.--- -.--· - --230---
D Rega Radio 3 

Rotel RT-02 
398 Unpretentious unit which does what 1t claims, very wel l .  Unusual ly fine FM sound in  al l  areas I FM,M 20 • 242 

t 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appeal ing and fuss-free 
- --------+-

l
-

F-M
-
. M
--+-

3-0
-+--

•
--+-i -•

-+--
.

-+--___,j_2
_

4
_
2-< 

D I Arcam DiVA DT91 450 �ood as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers good bui ld and valu
_
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ridge Audio DAB500 1 1 50 Very good sound, plus �ptional
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• • 248 
Tcambridge Azur 640T 200 ' Sl ightly ahead of the pack i n  DAB performance, though FM is  never better than decent DAB.FM 60 • : • • 1 260 

-Filnor-+------------->1 ---+---- -----------------------------+----+----+--+----+-----+-+--� �on TU-1 800DAB 25� �ception is  as good as any and FM performance clearly benefits from Denon's long experience , DAB,FM,M 200 • • • 274 
ture Dig ital DRX-701 ES 250 A good 1ntroduct1on to DAB - fme value and simple to use DAB ._99 • • • 234 
I Pure D ig ital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing DAB ,FM,M 99 • • i • ' • I 242 
I Sony ST-SDB900 200 N icely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear DAB,FM,M 60 • • • 259 

Ii J l!fi :El I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - dig ital audio broadcast ing .  PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. ROS Radio Data System - station names 

and program titles can be displayed among other fac i l ities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons. 
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c o n s o li'ilance audio products 

E·Mail sales@aliumaudio.com 
Website www.aliumaudio.com 

� � . . .  · - · --
Micromego Aria F rench  F l a i r !  

C h i nese Grace JAS-Audio Orso 

American Beefcake 
Odyssey Aud io Stratos 

Monkey says: 
" Twiggy isn't the only stylish model to 

come out of Neasden " 

M a ke sure a BADA member  is  on  you r  sho rt-l ist .  
Yo u 've set yo u r  budg et, read t h e  reviews a n d  prepared yo u r  short-l ist. 

N ow you ' re ready to l i ste n !  You r  local BADA accred ited dea ler  wil l  be only too happy to 

help - with re laxed demonstration rooms, cho ice from the best products avai lab le  and the 

kn owledge to ensure yo u bu i ld  yo u r  pe rfect system - you wo n't  be crossi ng us off! 
A D V I C E ,  S E R V I C E  & AS S U RAN C E  

A B E R D E E N  H O L B U R N  H I-F I  0 1 2 2 4  5 8 5 7 1 3  
ASHFORD S O U N DC RAFT H I-FI  0 1 2 3 3  624441  
BAN B U RY OVERTU RE 0 1 2 95 2 72 1 5 8  
BAS I N GSTOKE AUDIO T 0 1 2 5 6  3 2 43 1 1  
B I R M I NGHAM GRIFF IN A U D I O  0 1 2 1  2 2 4  7300 
B I R M I NGHAM MUSIC MATIERS 0 1 2 1  429 2 8 1 1  
B I S H O PS STO RTFO R D  AUDIO F I L E  0 1 279 506576 
B O U R N E M O UTH MOVE M E NT AUDIO 0 1 202 5 2 9 9 8 8  
B O U R N E M O UTH S U TIO N S  H I-F I  0 1 202 5555 1 2  
BRACON ASH BAS ICALLY S O U N D  0 1 508 570829 
B R E NTWOOD AUDIO T 0 1 277 234730 
B R IGHTON AUDIO T 0 1 273 60943 1 
B R I STOL AUDIO EXC E L L E N C E  0 1 1 7  9 2 6  4975 
CAMBER LEY AUDIO T 0 1 2 76 685597 
CAR D I F F  A U D I O  EXC E L L E N C E  0 2 9  2 0 2 2  8565 
C H A N D L E R S  FORD A U D I O  T 023 8025 2 8 2 7  
C H E LM S F O R D  RAYLEIGH H I-FI  0 1 245 265 245 
C H E LT E N HAM AUDIO T 0 1 242 5 8 3 960 
C H ESTER ACOUSTICA 0 1 244 344227 
C H ESTER AUDIO EXC E L L E N C E  0 1 244 345576 
COVENTRY FRAN K HARVEY H I-FI 024 765 2  5200 
DAR L I N GTON M U S I C  MATIERS 0 1 3 2 5  4 8 1 4 1 8 
EAST G R I N STEAD AUDIO D E S I G N S  0 1 342 3 1 4569 
EASTB O U R N E  AUDIO T 0 1 3 2 3  73 1 3 3 6  
E N F I E L D  A U D I O  T 020 8367 3 1 3 2  
EPSOM A U D I O  T 0 1 372 74 8 8 8 8  
EXETER AUDIO EXC E L L E N C E  01392 4 9 1 1 94 
GLASGOW GLASGOW A U D I O  0141  332 4707 
G U I LD F O R D  P J H I-FI 0 1 4 8 3  504801  
HAM POLE, YORKS HI-FI  STU D I O S  01302 725550 
HAR ROW HAR ROW A U D I O  020 8863  0938 
HATCH E N D  M U S I C  MATIERS 020 8420 1 9 25 
H E R E FORD E N G L I S H  A U D I O  01432 3 5 5 0 8 1  
H I G H  WYC O M B E  A U D I O  T 0 1 494 5 5 8 5 8 5  
HORSHAM A U D I O  D E S I G N S  0 1 403 2 67766 
HOVE POW E R PLANT (H I-F I ) 0 1 273 775978 
K I N G STON-ON-THAMES I N F I DEL ITY 020 8943 3 5 3 0  
LEEDS I MAGE A U D I O  0 1 1 3  278 9374 
L E I C E STER CYM B I O S I S  0 1 1 6  2 6 2  3754 
L E I CESTER LE ICESTER H I-FI 0 1 1 6  253 9753 

LO N D O N  

LO N D O N  

LO N D O N  

LO N D O N  

LO N D O N  

MAIDSTO N E  

N E W  MALDEN, S U R REY 

N EWCASTLE U P O N  TYNE 

N O RW I C H  

NOTI I N G HAM 

OXFORD 

OXFORD 

POOLE 

PORTSMOUTH 

RAYLEIGH 

READ I N G  

SALI S B U RY 

S H E F F I E L D  

SOLI H U L L  

SOUTHAMPTON 

SOUTH E N D-ON-SEA 

STAFFORD 

STO U R B R I DG E  

SUTION C O L D F I E L D  

SWANSEA 

SWI N DO N  

T U N B R I D G E  WELLS 

WAR R I N GTON 

WAR R I N GTON 

WEYMOUTH 

AUDIO T 020 7794 7848 
8ARTLETIS H I-FI 020 7607 2 1 4 8 
B I LLY VEE 020 8 3 1 8  5755 
GRAHAMS H I-FI  020 72 2 6 5500 
ORANGES A N D  LEMONS 020 7924 2040 
H O M E  M E D I A  01622 676703 
U N I  LET 020 8942 9567 
GLOBAL H I  F I  0 1 9 1  2 3 0  3600 
MART I N S  0 1 603 6270 1 0  
NOTI I N G HAM H I  FI  0 1 1 5  978 6 9 1 9  
A U D I O  T 0 1 865 765 9 6 1  
OXFORD AUDIO 0 1 865 790879 
MOVE M E NT AUDIO 0 1 2 0 2  730865 
A U D I O T 023 9266 3604 
RAYLEIGH H I-FI  0 1 2 6 8  77976 2  
A U D I O T 0 1 1 8  958  5463 
SALI S B U RY H I-FI 0 1 72 2  3 2 2 1 6 9  
MOO RGATE ACOUSTICS 0 1 1 4  275 6048 
M U S I C  MATIERS 0 1 2 1  742 0254 
P H A S E  3 H I  FI 023 B022 8434 
RAYLEIGH H I-FI  0 1 702 435255 
ACOUSTICA 0 1 785 2 5 8 2 1 6  
M U S I C  MATIERS 0 1 3 8 4 444 1 8 4 
M U S I C  MATIERS 0 1 2 1  354 2 3 1 1 
A U D I O  EXC E L L E N C E  0 1 792 474608 
AUDIO T 0 1 793 5 3 8 2 2 2  
AUDIO T 0 1 8 9 2  525666 
C H R I S  BROOKS A U D I O  0 1 925 2 6 1 2 1 2  
DOUG BRADY H I-FI 0 1 925 8 2 8009 
WEYMOUTH H I-FI 0 1 305 785729 

0 1 905 6 1 9059 
0 1 903 245577 

BADA mem bers a re bound by a strict 
Code of Practice, ensuring the best 

possible service & va lue .  

www.bada .co. u k  



Hl·FICHDICE BUYER'S BIBLE 

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CD, Min iDisc and hard drive recorders ® MiniDisc 

M D's strength  i s  ve rsati l i ty. You ca n 

reco rd a n d  then  re- reco rd m a ny t i m es 

ove r. Ed i t i ng  faci l i t ies a re secon d  to n o n e  -

you ca n e rase m ista kes, n a m e  tracks a n d  

re-ord e r  a d i sc's conte nts with a few s i m p l e  

butto n p u shes, m a k i n g  i t  i d e a l  fo r b u i l d i n g  

com p i l at ions .  They' re p retty robust too. 

Sou nd q u a l ity i s  be low that of CD-R/ 

CD- RW. The fo rmat uses a Sony-deve loped 

co m p ress ion  tech n o l ogy ca l l ed ATRAC, 

wh i ch  d i sca rds  p a rt of the d ata in o rd e r  to 

squ eeze it on the  d i sc. If you ' re copyi n g  

fro m CD t o  M D, t h e  resu lt te nds  t o  so u n d  a 

l i tt l e  co l d  i n  co m p a ri son ,  l a ck i ng  a d e g ree 

of deta i l  a n d  a m b i e n ce. But to most peo p l e  

it sti l l  sou nds  l i g ht yea rs a head o f  cassette 

- c lea n a n d  h i ss-free .  

Recordable CD 

q u a l ity is  h i g h e r  - if  you ' re reco rd i n g  fro m a 

CD,  the best mode l s  wi l l  g ive you a copy 

that i s  ve ry close to the o ri g i n a l .  I n  terms of 

com pati b i l ity, m ost CD p l aye rs wi l l  p l ay 

back  a CD-R d i sc, but  o l d e r  mode l s  m ig ht 

have tro u b l e  with CD-RW (th o u g h  you ca n ,  

of co u rse, p l ay the  d i sc back  o n  yo u r  own 

reco rde r) .  If you wa nt to p l ay a CD-R/ RW 

on a DVD p l ayer, check fo r com pati b i l ity. 

Hard drive 
The latest contender  on the d i g ita l  reco rd i n g  

scene  is a l so t h e  most flexi b le .  Some H O D  

( h a rd d is k  d rive) recorde rs ca n store who le  

mus ic  co l l ect ions i f  you use a com p ression  

format such as M P3 . H D D  recorde rs a re 

ta k i ng  over from m u ltid i sc CD changers as 

sou n d  servers i n  mu lti room i n sta l lat ions,  

where thei r a b i l ity to p l ay more tha n  one 

p i ece of m us ic  at a ti me i s  a g reat boon .  H D D  

a l so offers i m p ressive ed iti ng  fac i l it ies on  a 

par  with M D, a n d  they ca n a lso record from 

CD (or  to CD-R/ RW) at h i g h  speed. 

With reco rd a b l e  CD you have a cho ice of 

two d i sc types: CD-R d i scs a re the  chea pest, 

but you ca n o n ly reco rd once; a n d  CD-RW 

d i scs a re a l i tt l e  more costly, but  you ca n 

re- record on them ad infinitum. 

Tho u g h  the  l a test mach i nes  i n corporate 

some u sefu l ed it i ng  fac i l i t ies, CD-R/ RW is 

not as f lexi b l e  as  MD. H owever, sou n d  

At present, sou nd  q u a l ity isn 't the d rivi ng  

force beh i n d  the fo rmat - flexi b i l ity and 

storage  ca pacity be ing b igger  issues - a n d  a 

p l a i n  CD-R/ RW mach i ne  w i l l  outperfo rm a n  

H D D  recorder  i n  fide l ity terms. 

Cambridge Audio 
Azu r 640H £ 600 
Rip a n d  store CD tracks on hard disk, 

create playlists, co n n ect to a PC and more. 

Our favourite o BEST BlN � EDITOR'S CHOICE 
------------------

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD-R/RW, M D  and HOD recorders 
BADGE? I PRODUCT 

IHI ' ' ' �11 :111, • 
Denon CDR-1 OOO ----f D Marantz DR6000 

£ COMMENTS 

400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 
400 No fri l ls ,  but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 

-- --

NAO C660 500 Audiophi le twin deck offering h igh-speed copyi ng ,  HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 
------

w9µ31u;1a.11u1�sw 

1 I 
1 I 

- 7 
• • 2 1 8 
• • 233 
• • 243 

D Phi l ips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and bui ld notwithstanding ,  this is a wel l-equipped and techn ically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 2 • • 233 
D Phi l ips CDR951 
D ..! Pioneer PDR-609 

-

Pioneer PDR-W839 
1:.11••1ti.q '  114' 

Pioneer MJ-0508 
Sony MDS-JE480 

1:1 1 11 :mrn:t 1 2· 

380 , An improvement on previous models, it del ivers the musical goods in some style 
270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 
350 Good-qual ity twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the or ig inal .  Good value too 

200 Well equipped, but musically sleep- inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 
1 30 Straightforward and effective, but the three real ki l ler features are price, price and price I 

• • 205 -- ···+---t----1 • • 243 
• • 2 1 8 

• • 205 
• 

D Cambridge Audio Azur 640H 600 Not so much a HOD recorder, more a complete audio computer and nerve centre in one useful box. Complex, but worth it 1 1 1 60 • 1 • 276 -=---+ -- --

lmerge S2000 1 ,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a mult i-room installation ,  this three-ou1put server combines flexib i l ity with
_

g
_
oo

_
d sound 

-----+--
2-+-

8
_
0+-

e J • Blli43 
D Yamaha CDR-HD1 500 599 Great for archiving a music collection or making compi lations without compromising on flex ib i l ity or sound qual ity 1 250 • • 278 

--- - -------- - ------

li"!if'I :U I DECKS Amount ol drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play whi le the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only. 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Tosl ink in  and outputs for d igital connection to a CD player or DAG. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in  and outputs for d igital connection to a CD player or DAG 
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HDTV 
Pioneer 
PLASMA TVs 

C lass Lead ing Picture Qua l ity 

Twin  H D M I  sockets 

Wa l l  or  Sta nd Mount 

43 or 50 inch 

Integ rated Freeview Tu ner 

What Hi-Fi Awa rd-Winner 

"Pioneer's latest is also its 
greatest: this is a tru ly 
wonderful HO-Ready TV. " 

Samsung 
M I LANO I I  
LCD TVs 

Superb Qua l ity LC D TVs 

Stu n n i n g  and I n n ovative Design 

32 or 40 inch 

E I SA Award-W i n ner for Best 

LC D TV 

" Noth ing distracts from 
the superb image qual ity." 



Wo r l d  leader  in both a u d i o  a n d  h o m e  
c i n e m a  eq u i pment.  Ya m a h a 's range 
i n c l u d es AN rece ive rs, a m p l ifers, a n d  DVD 
p l ayers p l u s  the i n n ovative D i g ita l S o u n d  
Projector spea ker syste ms.  

DVD-52 500 DVD PLAYER 

"The rock sol id Yamaha produces fine 
picture and sound. "  

RX-V2600 AV RECEIVER 

"Amazing - cou ld well  be the new 
class king, and is certa inly a real star. " 

KHT2005 .2  
SPEAKER PACKAG E 

• 5 . 1  Speaker Package 

• U n i-Q Technology 

• What H i-F i  
Awa rd-W i n n e r  

" A n  exciting l isten; 
styl ish and compact." 



Son os DIG ITAL M u s i c  SYSTEM 

Arcam So lo  
For 3red so� tM.,U£i£, 

• Amazing sound from an i nteg rated system 

• With exceptional  q u a l ity C D ,  FM and DAB 
d ig ita l rad io  

• Integ rated i Pod connedion - hear  how good 
yo u r  i Pod can sound 

• From Arca m, a great 
B r it ish company 

C l l l l l � ..:IJ l l l l l ) 
(��- - . · · ·"444''• ... . - . -·� ------

Buy an Arcam Solo mus ic system with Arcam Alto speakers 
and rece ive a Free 1 G B  i Pod nano (RRP£ 1 09) 

Sonos is  the fi rst and only d i g ita l music system that lets you play a l l  your d i g ita l 
mus ic, a l l  over yo u r  house - a n d  control it from the pa l m  of yo u r  h a n d .  B est of a l l , 
you d o n 't need a PC in every room, a m us ic  server or w i re less netwo rk.  J ust a 
Sonos™ ZonePlayer a n d  spea kers in the rooms of your choice a n d  a Son os™ 
Contro l l e r  in hand to access a l l  of yo u r  d i g ita l m u s i c, no matter  where it's stored . 

"Simple to set-up, 
great to use . . .  Sound 
qual ity is fi rst-rate. "  

l�l�� I 



Monitor 
Aud io 

GOL D 
"URE RA GE 

Th i rty years o f  experience 
at ra is ing the bar for the 
world's most demand i n g  
consu mers, has inspi red 
Mon itor Audio to 
introd uce Gold S ignatu re, 
a new flagsh ip ra nge that 
reaches u n p recedented 
sta ndards of design, 
i n novation, performa nce, 
technica l  exce l lence, 
b u i l d  q u a l ity and va lue i n  
its c lass.  

G E 

Pr imare Systems has b u i lt a worldwide 
reputation for prod ucing i n novative 
audio and video prod ucts that break 
with convention. Each product is a 
statement of its desire to be d ifferent. 
I n  offer ing a un ique b lend of 
soph i sti cated, t imeless Sca n d i navian 
design, cl ass- lea d i n g  bui ld q u a l i ty, and 
proprieta ry state-of-the-a rt 
tech nologica l adva nce, out of necessity. 





STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
In tegrated and pre/power amps ® Amp l i fi e rs co m e  i n  two bas ic  fo rms:  

i nteg rated and p rea m p l i f ie r  ( p re )  p l us 

power a m p  co m b i nat ions .  I nteg rated 

s i m p ly  means  that both p re a n d  power 

sect ions  a re in one box. There a re d efi n ite 

advantages to sepa rati ng  the low l eve l ,  

de l i cate s i g n a l s  in  the p rea m p  fro m the 

ra d i at ions  of a powe r a m p, so the m o re 

a m b it ious  des i g n s  co me i n  two or m o re 

cases. I n  so m e  cases, each c h a n n e l  has  i ts 

own powe r a m p  ca l l ed a m o n o b l ock .  

A m p l i f i e rs use two bas ic  tech no log ies: 

tra ns i sto rs o r  va lves. Tra ns i stors a re popu l a r  

beca use o f  t h e i r  p racti ca l a n d  tech n i ca l 

adva ntages ,  but  va lves - a ka tu bes - l ive 

on owi ng  to aspects of sou n d  q u a l ity that 

tra n n ies ca n 't re p l i cate. I f  you wa nt to p l ay 

you r  m us ic  l o u d ,  use tra n n ies ;  if you 

a p p reciate acoust ic m u s ic ,  try va lves. 

The fu nda me nta l of a m p/spea ker  

i nterfac i ng  i s  powe r rati ng  and spea ker  

sens itiv ity. You ca n d rive a h i g h -sens it iv ity 

spea ker  with a ten watt va lve a m p, but it 

ta kes a 2 00W behemoth to get the best out 

of spea kers which present a d iffi cu l t  load .  As 

a ru le ,  you ca n't have too much  power. 

How to choose an a m p  
T h e  m a i n  a reas i n  wh i ch  a m ps va ry a re :  

t i m i ng ,  dyn a m i cs,  ste reo i m a g i n g  a n d  

tra ns p a rency. Ti m i n g  i s  t h e  a b i l i ty to 

p resent the attack a n d  decay of each note 

p rec ise ly; a m ps with strong  ti m i ng have a 

s n a p  a n d  co h e re nce that is ve ry a ppea l i ng .  

Dyna m i cs i s  a gene ra l  term fo r t h e  a b i l ity 

to po rtray va ri at ions i n  l evel between 

i n d iv id u a l  notes and i s  d i ffe re nt to dyn a m i c  

ra nge  (the d iffe re nce between t h e  l o u d est 

a n d  softest notes) .  Dyn a m ica l ly strong a m ps 

tend  to have m o re l i fe a n d  ene rgy. 

Ste reo i ma g i ng is how so l i d  o r  

th ree-d i mens io n a l  a n  i n stru ment  o r  vo i ce 

sounds .  The po i n t  of havi ng  two rathe r  th a n  

o n e  spea ke r  i s  t o  m a ke it  poss i b l e  to 

recreate the sou ndstage of the  or ig i n a l  

reco rd i ng ,  t h u s  a m ps that have stro n g  

i m a g i n g  sk i l l s  ca n create a so n i c  space that 

seem s  to exte nd  the roo m .  

Tra nspa rency o f  deta i l  i s  t h e  most obvi ous  

d i ffe re n ce betwee n  a m ps. One  amp  wi l l  

p resent more s u bt l ety tha n  a n other, b u t  the 

d rawback with us ing th is  as yo u r  m a i n  

cr ite r ion  i s  that a fo rwa rd o r  ' b rig ht' 

sou nd i ng a m p l if i e r  wi l l  e m p has ise deta i l  at 

the expense of ove ra l l  m us ica l coh e rence.  

HOME CINEMA STEREO 

Marantz 
PM7001 £3 50 

Stereo a m ps ca n be used i n  home c inema 

set-u ps as  wel l .  You don 't get the surround 

a n d  centre cha n ne ls, but we l l  set-u p stereo 

spea kers do a rem a rka bly good job of 

creat ing atmosphere for movies. Stereo a m ps 

0 0 0 
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Arca m 
DiVA A90 £890 

tend to be better at reprod uc ing mus ic  as 

they don't have the (e lectrica l )  no ise

i nduc ing  d i g ita l process i ng  of AV a m ps. AV 

a m ps cost th ree to fou r  t imes a s  much as  

stereo mode ls  of a si m i l a r  q u a l ity. 

Naim 
NAC 1 1 2x/ NAP 1 50x £ 1 ,47 5 

If you thought the PM7200 was a great 

bud get a m p ,  j ust wait u nti l you hear this!  

Its sound is so detai led and involvi n g ,  

you'll  think  i t  costs twi ce t h e  price. 

Top dog i n  Arca m's DiVA ra nge is this 

excellent integ rated amp. Its strengths 

in clude a s lick,  flexi b le user i nterface and 

bea utifully smooth a n d  detai led sound.  

Naim's  new entry-level pre/power a m p  is 

a fa bulously en gagi ng combo. As you'd 

expect, rhyt h m  and ti ming a re to the fore, 

with a healthy do llop offi n esse to boot. 
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SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS? 
A l l  a u d i o  e l ectro n i cs p e rfo rm 

bette r when they a re wa rmed 

u p , and th i s  i s  p a rt i cu l a r ly  the  

case  w h e n  i t  co mes  to 

a m p l i f i e rs .  If t he re's no way 

that  yo u ca n l eave it  on a l l  t he  

t i m e ,  m a ke an  effo rt to  switch 

i t  o n  at  l ea st 2 0 m i n u tes 

befo re l i ste n i ng .  

WHAT I S  BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING? 
B i -wi r i ng  is when  you ru n 

sepa rate ca b l es to the  tre b l e  

a n d  bass/ m i d  term i na l s  o n  the  

spea ker. I n  most i nsta nces, t h i s  

i m p roves so u n d  q u a l i ty so l o n g  

as i d e nt ica l ca b l es a re used .  

B i -a m p i n g  i s  us ing  two stereo 

a m ps to d rive o n e  pa i r  of 

spea kers, u s i n g  one a m p  to 

d rive the tre b l e  a n d  the oth e r  

fo r the  bass/ m i d  secti ons  o f  

the spea ke rs .  

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER? 
Va lve a m ps a re i n he re nt ly low 

powered in a bso l ute te rms - at  

l east when  you com p a re them 

to  the i r  tra ns i stor-based 

co us i ns .  But  when pa rtne red 

with h i g h -sens it iv ity 

l oudspea kers, they a re q u ite 

ca p a b l e  of p rod u c i n g  pe rfect ly  

adequ ate head -ba n g i n g  l eve l s .  

Pri ma re 
PRE30/A3 0.2 £2 ,400 
Bea utifully made a n d  with a sound to 

matc h ,  this Scandi navian pre/power 

combines warmth and body with en ergy 

and detai l - a truly m u sical perform er. 



Hl·FICHOICE SiliEREO AMIS BUYER'S BIBLE 
Our favourite o BEST BLN [ill EDITOR S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated ampl ifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UP T0 .£1,000 

Arcam A65 Plus 
Arcam DiVA A80 

COMMENTS 

400 Occasional ly a touch bright, but a good a l l - rounder with decent deta i l  and plenty of l ife 
600 A very competent mid-range amp with a sophisticated control system and crisp, detai led sound 

[i'.J Arcam DIVA A90 850 Very wel l  specified, well bui lt ,  a del ight to use and a real musical a l l - rounder 
D Cambridge Audio 640A V2 300 Nasty-feel ing controls are the only real downside to this powerful and l ively l ittle amp 
D Gambndge Audio Azur 540A 200 A well bu i l t  and ful ly featured ampl if ier that costs this l ittle should not sound this reveal ing 

Cyrus 6vs 600 Best seen in a Cyrus rack but capable of sweet sounds elsewhere too. Impressively clean and agile but lacking musical grunt 
Cyrus 8vs 

0 Denon PMA-1 500AE 
D Exposure 201 0 S 
D Marantz PM7001 
El Musical  Fidel ity X-80 
EJ NAD C352 
0 Nairn Nait Si 
D Onkyo A-933 
D Primare 12 1  

Rotel RA-03 

800 Sl ightly i nferior to Cyrus 6vs, but the tables are turned with the add-on PSX-R power supply - in that form it's a real Best Buy 
500 We l l  set up to make the most of b ig-scale music, with copious power and drive, though s l ightly bright 
599 Beneath the unassuming exterior lu rks a very capable performer that's passionate about music 
350 Detai led and highly com municative amp with fine treble and good bass extension - exceptional value for money 
600 The entry-level to Musical F idel ity 's ampl ifier range sounds both powerful and refined 
350 A dynamic and musical amp at a bargain price - another budget classic from NAD 
699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a gru nty, musical manner 
500 Puts the music fi rst, with sound that del ivers the basics correctly but above al l involves the l istener 
750 A confident and energetic amp, with just a touch of  ve i l ing at  t imes.  Great bui ld qual ity 
499 Does all the basics commendably, only losing out to dearer competition in imaging and fine deta i l  

D Roksan Caspian M Senes-1 1 ,000 Improved version is as i nvolving as ever but now with added focus and bass depth 
D Sugden A21 a 899 This single-ended, Class A transistor arnp has exquisite resolv ing abi l ity and presence - an authentic c lassic 

AlltlVE .£1,000 

0 Arcam FMJ A32 
[ill Bryston B 1 00-SST DAC 
0 Copland CSA29 
El Creek Destiny 
EJ Denon PMA-2000AE 
!ill Densen Beat B 1 50 
El Exposure XXXV 
!ill Gamut DI 1 50 
[ill Krell KAV-400xi 
!ill Mcintosh MA2275 
D ' Marantz PM- 1 1 S1 
D Moon i-3 

1 ,200 Ultra-civil ised amp with plenty of features that's also highly revea l ing and musical 
3 ,850 A remarkable amplif ier which is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of an impressive onboard DAC 
1 ,900 A hybrid valve/sol id  state ampl if ier that gets cl ose to offering the best of both worlds 
1 , 1 00 Adds impressive high-end virtues to the excel lent basic performance we've come to expect from Creek 
1 ,200 Unusually refined and detailed medium power design with the attributes necessary for good stereo only SACD replay 
3,000 Gorgeous bass : s l ight treble dryness detracts only a l ittle .  Good sense of scale and rock-steady rhythms appeal tool 
1 ,599 Musical, powerfu l ,  tuneful and control led, though not always the most analytical 
5, 700 Serious contender for the best i nteg rated amp ever. The DI 1 50 takes on pre/power combos on their own terms 
2 , 698 The best integ rated Krel l  yet is qu ick, agi le, solid and finely detai led 
5 ,400 A valve ampl if ier that doesn't patronise. It 's not soft-centred and it understands dynamics 
2 ,500 A good-looking ,  wel l-endowed , h igh-qual ity amp that's a great match for the impressive SA- 1 1 S1  stereo CD/SACD player 
1 ,595 Powerful Canadian amp whose l ively presentation is particu larly su ited to big -scale music 

El Pri mare 130 1 , 500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agi le pertormer, and beautifu l ly bui l t  too 
!ill Sugden A21 SE 1 ,995 Hot-runn ing Class A ampl if ier that sounds more del ic ious than most. A defin ite step up from the classic A2 1 a  
D Unison Research UnK::o 200 3 , 000 Hybrid integ rated with h igh power/q ual ity low power modes combines much of the best of sol id state and valve design 

Our favourite o BEST BLN [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Pre/power ampl ifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UP T0 .£2,000 

[ill 
!ill 

Arcam FMJ A32/P35 
Cyrus DAC XP 
Densen Beat B-250/B-350 

1 ,980 One of the few correctly matched integ rated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 
2 , 200 A knockout DAC/pre with natural ness and resol ution to die for and six d ig ital i nputs for s ignals up to 96kHz 
8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and s l i ghtly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 

Exposure 201 0 S Integrated/Power 1 ,098 Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases tire musical communication of an already fine i ntegrated 
Nairn NAC 1 1 2x/NAP 1 50x 1 ,475 Uprated entry-level Nairn pre/power is a master of musical communication 
Quad 99/909 1 ,650 Well thought out and well executed , with good strong sound and just a l i ttle vei l i ng  

ABOVE £2.000 

Arcam FMJ C31 
Border Patrol Control Un it  
Bryston BP26 DA/2B SST 

1 ,200 Professionally presented,  beautifu l ly  bui lt and exceptional ly reveal ing ,  this preamp achieves much by doing l ittle 
2 , 995 Bluff looki ng valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around 
5 ,550 Bryston 's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt 

SPECIFICATIONS 

5 
6 
7 opt 
6 
6 opt 
7 
7 • l 
5 
6 opt 
5 
4 0 

• 
4 • 
5 
4 • 
5 • 
5 
5 

opt 
6 opt 

• 

• 

6 opt opt 
6 opt 
6 
5 • 
5 • 
6 • 

6 
4 

• 

• 

40 278 
90 251 
90 273 
75 279 
50 255 
40 262 
70 261 
70 278 
75 262 
70 279 
55 255 
55 253 
50 252 
80 278 
75 273 
70 273 
85 278 
25 224 

1 00 266 
1 00 275 
85 255 

1 00 277 
80 275 

1 00 277 
80 271 

1 80 275 
200 247 
75 271 

1 00 265 
1 00 265 
1 00 267 
40 268 

200 269 

SPECIFICATIONS 

opt 
5 opt 
6 opt 

1 00 227 
266 

1 25 270 
75 264 
50 262 

1 36 256 

273 
277 

1 00 278 

(1' l 'f't :I t'I LINE INPUTS Input sockets tor source components with a l ine level output CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc PHONO INPUT Input sockets and on board phono stage for a cartridge 

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coi l ) ,  occasional ly both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is suppl ied with the ampl ifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. 

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel .  
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Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Pre/power ampl if iers 
BADGE? 

[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
D 

[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
[ill 
@] 

PRODUCT COMMENTS 

Chapter Preface/I I+ 9,800 Among the finest amps avai lable, the resolution of this preamp and power amp chal lenges the best at any pr ice • • 6 • 300 249 J • 
1

1 20
1 

269 
• 350 264 
opt 80 276 

-----+ I 
Chord Prima/Mezzo 1 40 6,  1 00 Smal l ,  muscular, beautifu l ly made and styled and sounds l i ke a dream • 5 
Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA 20,000 Valve preamp and solid-state power del iver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around • • 
Densen Beat B-200/831 O 2 ,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to fami l iar recordings • • 8 
EAR 864/534 
ECS EA- 1 
Gamut 03 
Gamut 0200 Mk3 

4, 1 56 Valve combo del ivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence 
6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine deta i l ,  passion and energy in your record collection 
3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear al l  the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound 
3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price 

• • 6 • 50 254 
• 1 80 253 

5 opt • 265 
• 200 247 

Halcro dm1 O/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity • • 5 • • 225 243 � +---+-- -
Hovland HP-1 00/RADIA 1 2,7 45 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers 

--+1 _•_...1 • � �50 -1 
Krel l  FPB 700cx 1 4,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it • 700 234 
Linn Kl imax Kontrol 6 ,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most • • 238 
Nairn NAP 500 1 1 ,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 
Nairn NAC 552 
Primare PRE30/A30.2 

1 2 , 1 00 Extremely expensive preamp, but sti l l  so l id  val ue. Magnificent sound with  f ine flexibi l ity and convenience 
2,400 Smart kit that l ives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical performer 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies ® The m u lt icha n n e l ,  s u rrou n d  sou nd  o r  

AV a m p l i f ie r  is a po p u l a r  opti on ,  

tha n ks to  the  success o f  the DVD 

p l ayer a n d  h o m e  c i n e m a .  Now you ca n buy 

f ive  c h a n ne l s  o r  m o re of a m p l if icati on  fo r 

the p rice of two . Now that m u lt ich a n ne l  

m us ic  i s  a l so on  the agenda ,  there's a lot to 

be sa id  for a good AV a m p  or rece iver ( a n  

a m p  with a rad i o  tu ne r  b u i l t i n ) . 

So if you fa ncy h e a ri n g  what DVD-Au d io ,  

SACD o r  eve n m us i c  DVD-V ideo ca n do ,  

then  check out  a m u lt ich a n n e l  a m p  a n d  

spea ker  set- u p  - they're stu n n i ng with 

movies and none too sha bby with m u s ic .  

AV a m ps a re usu a l ly des i g n ed p ri m a ri l y 

fo r movies a n d  com e  with d i g i ta l  

p rocess i n g  fo r the va r ious  sou ndtrack 

fo rmats - Do l by P ro- Log ic  ( a n a logue ) ,  

D o l by D ig ita l a n d  DTS, wh ich offer d i screte 

su rrou nd sou nd  in 5 . 1  a n d  7.1 cha n n e l  

fo rmats.  M o re a m b it ious  des i g n s  a l so offe r 

THX post p rocess i n g ,  des ig n ed to e m u late 

the so u n d  of the m ix i ng  theatre at home .  

P rocess i n g  i n  AV a m ps i s  needed  beca use 

the su rro u n d  fo rmats on DVD-Vs a re 

com p ressed , l i m iti ng  the i r h i g h-fi de l ity 

potent i a l .  Th is is why new fo rmats SACD 

a n d  DVD-A, wh i ch  don 't use ' l ossy' 

com p ress i on ,  were created fo r m us ic .  

A l l  th i s  p rocess i ng  power ca n ta ke its to l l  

on  a n a l ogue  fo rmats. T h e  best m u lt ich a n ne l  

a m ps for m us ic  a re ofte n the  s i m p l est, but  

a ny that  offer a com p l ete bypass opt ion  with 

s ix-cha n ne l  i n put  a re su ita b le .  It's a l so worth 

look i ng  at rea l  power - five o r  seve n 

cha n ne l s  of a m p l i fi cati on a re not easy to 

prod uce with a fee b le  power s u p p ly, a n d  the 

cheaper a m ps in  pa rt icu l a r  often fa i l  to l i ve 

u p  to the c l a i ms .  

Hl·FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 

t--
• 1 40 208 

• 233 • 
• 

6 
7 • 1 28 256 

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how m a ny spea kers 

you want. M u lt ich a n ne l  m us ic  

d i scs com e  with s ix or  5 . 1  

cha n ne l s, but  fo r new m ovies, 

7.1 is where it's at. 7. 1 set- u ps 

a l so mean  you have spea kers 

d i rect ly beh i nd  you - prefera b l e  

for m us ic  d i scs. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP? 
Processors don 't have bu i lt- i n  

a m p l ificatio n  a nd y o u  need 

sepa rate power a m ps. AV a m ps 

a n d  rece ive rs have p rocess i n g  

a n d  a m ps i n  t h e  sa m e  box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 
This  is  the LFE ( l ow frequency 

effects) or bass cha nne l  that is  

re p rod uced by a su bwoofer. 

With DVD-Audio a n d  SACD offer ing h igh

q u a l ity m u lticha nne l  m usic, su rround 

sou n d  is no longer just a home c inema 

th ing .  An i ncreas ing n u m ber of  people 

wa nt to bui ld a m u lticha nne l  system that 

w i l l  do their  mus ic  as wel l  as the i r  movie 

DVDs justice, a n d  the n u m ber of AV 

prod ucts del iver ing suffi cient q u a l ity is 

on  the i ncrease. But most a ren't chea p -

b u i l d i ng a top-q u a l ity system with five or 

more cha n nels is i nevita bly more 

expensive than  sti ck ing with stereo. There 

a re some very decent integ rated options 

below £ 1 ,000, though the best ( a nd most 

costly) route is to buy a sepa rate 

processor a nd power a mp(s) .  Or you can  

add AV a m p l ificati on  to  a stereo model 

you ca n 't bea r to p a rt with. 
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Yamaha 
I DS P-AX7 5 7 S E  £499 

I f  you're looki ng for a m u ltichannel  a m p  

that's good with m usic a s  well a s  home 

ci nema, this  is your best bet below £500. 

I Arcam 
D iVA AVR3 00 £ 1 ,3 00 
H ere's one for those who value g reat sound 

over numerous gizmos and gadgets - an I i nteg rated AV amp for audiophiles. 

A splendid 7.1-chan nel amp that packs in 

the latest digita l li n ks a n d  processi ng 

fo rmats without sacrifici n g  sound quality. 
--- --- - _;_j 

A fantastic achievement from this 

respected UK brand -a top-ra n ki n g  AV 
processor a n d  seven-channel power a m p .  

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Multichannel  ampl ifiers 

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

MULTICHINNEL INTECRAT£0 IMPS 

0 Arcam OiVA AVR300 1 ,300 Cracking al l-round music and movie abil ity sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 
[ill Denon AVC-A 1 1  XV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1 XV, but sti l l  immensely flexible, and well endowed with d ig ital i/o 
[ill Oenon AVC-A 1 XV 4 ,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems s imultaneously 
[ill Lexicon RV-8 5 ,000 Classy multi -zone receiver lacks high tech dig ital attributes (HDMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engi neering 

Marantz SR- 1 2S 1 3 ,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously i n  stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the g imm ickry 
[ill Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo' Cu ltured sound, too 
[ill Pioneer VSA·AX1 OAi 3 ,000 State of the art one-box amplif ier with enhanced sound qual i ty, auto set-up and other enhancements 
D Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy 
0 Sony STR-08795 300 A superb val ue l itt le ampl ifier, well appointed techn ically and successfully tuned for UK ears 
[ill Sony TA-OA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing ful ly d ig ital ampl ifier, an exce l lent match for players with i .  Link encrypted outputs 
0 Yamaha OSP-AX757SE 499 Exceptional sounding budget/mid price receiver otters bri l l iant sound per pound; ergonomics could be better 

MULTICHINNR PREAMPS/PROCESSORS INO POWER IMPS 

0 Arcam A90+7 . 1  mod, P90/3 1 ,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you 've got got superb purist 5 . 1  
Arcam AVP700/P1 OOO 3 ,000 Cutti ng-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power 

• 8 • 1 00 257 p • +-
1 40 273 

• • 1 70 266 §a • 1 40 267 
t--t • 

• 

• 

-+ -• 

3 • 1 60 1 255 
5 ' 1 1 0  270 

1 0  -;t1 50' 260 
7 1 00 273 

1 00 260 
1 0  200 253 
9 • 1 00 273 

• 90 250 
• 1 35 275 

[ill Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5 ,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3, 1 50) and seven-channel power amp (£2 ,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound • 1 80 235 
[ill Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 1 1 ,900 
[ill Copland CVA306/CVA535 3 ,748 

Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2 ,900 
L inn Exotik 1 , 750 

[ill Meridian 861 9,833 
Nairn AV2/NAPV1 75/NAP1 50 4, 1 75 

[ill Parasound Halo C1 /A51 7 ,500 
D Primare SP31 .7/A30 .5  4,200 

Subtle, exacting sound,  tremendous flexib i l ity and h igh power aud ioph i le  standard ampl i f ier  - lacks h igh tech dig ital interfaces 
Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidel ity art 
Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, l im ited features and power, but civi l ised sound 
Is h i -fi ready to make the 1ump to mu ltichannel music? Linn th ink so with this musical preamplif ier 
Powerful surround processor with f lexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration ------
First truly cred ib le mult ichannel system from Naim is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 
Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound.  Excel lent val ue - processor includes onboard screen 
Great a l l - round system which brings the qual ities of good stereo high fidel ity to a mu ltichannel world 

1 1  • 

3 
4 
6 
5 

1 1  
5 

Ji�� if't :) j I RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with bui lt- in rad io tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a l ine  level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. 

7. 1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven -channel in and outputs or i n  some instances is equipped with seven channels of ampl ification. 

5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp .  

200 278 
1 25 236 
1 05 238 

260 
230 

50 238 
250 243 
1 20 238 

hifisound by enthusiasts, tor enthusiasts, in the North East 
Acoustic Energy, Apollo,  Atacama, Aud io Analogue, AVI , Ayre Acoustics, 

Chord Cable, Consonance, Creaktiv, Custom Desig n,  Esoteric, Grado, lsotek, 
Nbien, Neat, Opera, Pathos, Pure, Resolution Audio, Revolver, Roksan ,  

Shanl ing,  Standesig n,  Sugden,  System Aud io, Teac, Triangle, U nison Research , 
Usher Aud io, Van Den Hui  and more! 

hifisound , 30b Larchfield St, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 7TE. Tel: 01 325 241 888 Email :  choice@hifisound.co.uk 



IN CINEMAS APRIL 7 
TO ENTER LOG ON TO 

www.empired irect.co.uk 
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Panasonic 
42" Widescreen 

Plasma Television 
• 852 x 480 Pixel Resolution • Viera 30 
Co lour  Management System • Nicam 

Stereo with 1 6w RMS Output • 4000: 1 

Contrast Ratio • Fastext with 2000 Page 

Memory • On -Screen Disp lay • Bui lt-in 

Analogue and Dig ital  TV Tuner, Stereo 

Speakers and Table Top Stand 

Model No. TH42PE4DPED 

• Viera 30  Colour Management 

System • Nicam Stereo Sound 

• 1 7 0 Degree V iewing Angle IHJVJ 
• Auto Set-Up • I ntegrated Tuner, 

Speakers and Pedestal Stand 

Model No. TX32LXD60 

···��ij�iif•�1UD�2 4�x�7�68 Screen Resolut ion • Nicam Stereo Sound with 30w 

RMS Output • HDMI  Input • NTSC 

Playback • 5000 : 1  Contrast Ratio 

• Sleep Timer • I nteg rated Tu ner, 

Speakers and  Pedestal Stand 

Model No. 42PX5D 

• 1 3 66 x 768 WXGA Pixel Resolution • Nicam Stereo Sound with 1 Ow 

RMS Output • DVI Input • Dual 

SCART Sockets • On-Screen Display • Integrated Tuner, Speakers and 

Pedestal Stand Model No. LT26A61 

S O N Y  Complete Home Theatre 
Speaker Package 

YAMAHA 

• 5 . 1  Channel Micro Satellite Speaker System • 1 OOw 

Power Output Active Subwoofer • 1 OOw Power 

Handling Speakers Output • 1 Way (full Range Drive 

Unit! Satell ite Speakers • Comes in Silver Finish 

Model No. SAVE1 55 

Complete Home Theatre 
Speaker Package 

• 1 00w Main Speaker, 1 00w Rear Effect Speakers, 

1 OOw Centre Speakers and 50w Subwoofer • Auto 

Standy Mode • Advanced Active Servo Processing Design 

Subwoofer • Magnetically Shielded Speakers 

Model No. NSP22D 
(direct� ffiD) 



YAMAHA 7 Channel Home 
Theatre Receiver 

( d irect\.n><-. Gm) 
• Dolby Digital l lx ,  Dolby Digital and 

DTS Decoder • 7 x 75w Power Output 

• 32-Bit Floating Point SHARC-DSP 

• Dolby Dig ita l  EX, Complete DTS-ES 

!D iscrete 6 . 1  & Matrix 6 . 1  I • Auto 

Delay Adjustment • Bui lt- in AtvVFM 

Tuner Model No. AVR1 706 

empire dired price 

£185:,�l 
MAINLAND UK DELIUERY: £4.99 

YAMAHA Dolby Digital Home 
Theatre DAB Receiver 

.. 

!J - -- .,. 

( direct\.l'\J<.. ffiD) 
• Dolby Digital I DTS Decoder • Dolby 

Digital EX, Pro-Logic l lx Decoding with 

Cinema and Music Modes • DAB Tuner 

with Band I l l  Reception Capabi lity • 6 

Channel High Power Ampifier Configure 

• 14 DSP Modes • 5.1 External Input 

Model No. RKV1 000-TI 

empire dired price 

£312·�� 
MAINLAND UK DELIUERY: £4.99 

S O N Y  7 Channel Home 
Theatre Receiver 

• Dolby D ig ita l ,  Do lby Pro-Log ic ! l l l  and 

DTS Decoder • 7 x 1 OOw Power 

Output • AM/FtvVMW Tuner with Radio 

Data System !ROSI Function • 30 

Station Presets • 5.1 Analogue Input 

• 2 Component / 2 Composite Inputs 

Model No. STRDE6988 

YAMAHA 

( direct\.l'\J<.. m!J) 

6 Channel Home 
Theatre Receiver 

• 6 x 85w RMS Power Output • Dolby 

D ig ita l  EX, Dolby Pro-Logiuc I I  and DTS

ES Matrix 6 . 1  in Phantom Mode • 2 1  

Surround Progs • Si lent a n d  Virtual 

Cinema Modes • AM I FM Tuner • 32-

Bit Or ig ina l  LS I  • Versatile Digital 

I nputs Model No. RKV457BL 

An Extensive Range Of Leading Brand 
DVD Home Theatre Equipment . . .  ' 

DVD Recorder Home 
Theatre System 

DVD Recorder Home 
Theatre System 

• 620w RMS Output • Up to 12 Hour 

Recording on to a S ing le Layer DVD-R I liiil�lllWit�•lililil 
DVO-RW Disc • FtvVAM Tuner with 

ROS Function • Digital Optical I Coaxial 

I n puts • DVD-RIRWJ , VCD, CD-R l RWJ , 

MP3 CD Playback • Audio and Video 11!�111!1111!.M!ll 
I nputs Model No. RC55 

O n l i n e  Product Broc h u res , View 

Products i n  30 and Super  C lose - U p ,  

Product G u i d e s  - H o w  to use
. 
your 

Equ ipment , I ndependent Reviews 

from Customers , Jargon Buster. . .  

A SUPERB 5 .1 MEGAPIXEL 
SONY DIGITAL STILL 

CAMERA TO BE WONt 
EVERY MONTH ON-LINE! . 1 

No purchase necessary, simply register on-hne . 

• em p1 red i rect.co.u k 
Order On-Line at 

www.empiredirect.co.uk 

. j u st a c l i c k  a way !  
Order By Phone: 0870 835 1 943 

Mon - Fri : 9am - 8pm Sat: 9am - &pm Sun: 1 0am - 5pm 



STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

® W h i l e  l o u d spea kers a re re lat ive ly  

stra i g htfo rwa rd in  co nstru ct ion ,  they 

h ave one  of the most d i ff icu lt J o bs i n  

h i -fi - tu rn i n g  a n  e l ectri ca l s i g n a l  i nto a n  

acoust ic  one .  Most co ns i st o f  two o r  m o re 

d rive u n i ts i n  a box that usu a l l y has  a port 

i n  it to m a ke l i fe eas ie r  fo r the co ne  i n  yo u r  

m i d  a nd/or  bass d rive r. Altern atives t o  th i s  

a rra ngement  i n c l u d e  pane l  spea kers, wh i ch  

use e l ectrostat ic  o r  ri bbon  tech no l ogy, and  

h o rns, wh i ch  use d rive u n i ts i n  com p l ex 

ca b i n ets that g reat ly i m p rove effi c i ency. 

Box spea ke rs a re e i ther  des igned  to sta nd  

on  the f loo r  (f loorsta n d e rs) or  o n  a sta nd  

(sta n d  o r  she l fm o u nts ) .  F loorsta n d e rs h ave 

g reate r i ntern a l  vo l u me wh i ch  ca n tra ns l ate 

i nto g reater effi c i ency a nd/or  bass 

exte ns ion ,  but l ess s u bsta nt i a l  des i g n s  a l so 

i ntrod u ce ca b i n et reso na nce a n d  thus  

d i sto rt ion .  But  they d o n 't need  sta nds  and  

the refo re have the aesthetic edge .  

Sta n d  m o u nts h ave l ess ca b i n et to  v i b rate 

a n d  often sco re in te rms of i m a g i n g  a n d  

ti m i ng ,  b u t  need good sta nds  t o  work wel l .  

Positioning 
The c loser the spea ker  i s  to a wa l l ,  the 

g reate r the re i n fo rcement  of bass .  As a l l  

roo ms  d i ffe r, the re's no  s i m p l e  fo rm u l a  fo r 

p l a ce m ent a n d  exper i m e ntati o n  w i l l  y i e l d  

the best resu l ts. Alter i ng  the ang le  at  

wh i ch  the spea ke rs face the l i ste n e r  ca n 

a l so m a ke a d i ffe re n ce to b a l a nce a n d  

stereo i m age .  

Going mu ltichannel 
M a ny ste reo spea ke rs ca n be a u g m e nted 

with ce ntre a n d  su rro u n d  c h a n ne l s  fro m the 

sa m e  b ra n d  to create a m u lt ich a n ne l  

syste m .  The m ost i m porta nt e l ement  i s  a 

centre cha n n e l ,  wh i ch  needs to match the 

stereo pa i r  as  c lose ly as poss i b l e .  For the 

best  m us ica l resu l ts, s u rro u n d s  s h o u l d  be as 

per  the fro nt l eft and ri g ht c h a n n e l s, but  i f  

space o r  fu nds  don 't perm it, s m a l l e r  des i g n s  

ca n be u sed q u ite effective ly. 

Choosing speakers 
Beca use spea ke rs a n d  the roo ms they a re 

used i n  va ry so m uch ,  choos i n g  a pa i r  tends  

to  be q u ite su bj ective. To fi n d  some that  

w i l l  s u i t  you ,  try to  l i ste n to  a good  var i ety 

to h e a r  how they d i ffe r, a n d  if poss i b le ,  

a u d it ion  so m e  at home.  To n a l  b a l a nce 

te nds  to va ry the  m ost, but  is l ess i m portant  

than m o re s u bt l e  facto rs such  as  t i m i n g  

a n d  dyn a m ics. F i n a l ly, l i ste n with you r  ea rs 

not you r  eyes - g reat- look i ng  spea kers 

a ren 't necessa r i l y  g reat so u n d i n g .  

Spikes 
F loorsta n d i n g  spea ke rs a n d  sta nds  have 

th readed i n serts for s p i kes that a l l ow ri g i d  

cou p l i ng w i t h  the f loor. These have t h e  

adva ntage o f  d ra i n i ng reso na nce fro m t h e  

spea ke r  a n d  g iv i n g  t ig hter bass, but  ca n 

res u l t i n  m o re v i b rat ion  gett i ng  back to the 

e l ectro n i cs a n d  often ca use the f loor to 

reson ate as wel I. 

POWER 
Though some spea kers have a power rati ng, 

this isn 't as  i nformative as a rat ing for how 

d iffi cult they a re to d rive, nor does it 

i n d icate wattage extremes for the 

p a rtneri ng a m p. In practice, a n  a m p l ifier 

ca n not be too powerfu l .  Our l i sti ngs quote 

ease of d rive to i nd i cate how much power 
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you r  a m p  needs to avoid a m ismatch. An 

a bove-average (A+) spea ker wil l  work with 

a m ps rated at 25W p lus, wh i le  an average 

(A) spea ker wi l l  need SOW or more, a nd a 

below avera ge (A-) spea ker could req u i re 

l OOW p lus  to sound  its best. These a re 

gu ide l i nes rather tha n ru les. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power fo r 

the fu l l  sto ry. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those des ig ned to work c lose to 

the wa l l  w i l l  be smoother  i n  

co nfi ned spaces. Spea ke rs that 

h ave re lat ive ly d ry, t ight  bass 

wi l l  a l so sou n d  bette r. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
B i g ,  effi c i e nt, easy-to-d rive 

des i g n s  a re more l i ke ly  to be 

ab le to fi l l  a roo m  bette r th a n  

co m pact mode l s .  

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assu m i n g  that yo u ' re 

wa nti ng  to create a 

homogenous  s u rro u n d  sou n d  

exper i e n ce, where vo ices don 't 

c h a n g e  when  they move fro m 

one  cha n n e l  to a n other. 



TOP BUYS) 

Rega KEF B&W 
R3 £448 iQ9 £800 8055 £ 1 , 600 
A neat little floorsta nder that really kn ows 

how to com m u nicate with music. Its sound 

is  crisp and agile, and what it lacks in sheer 

bass weight it ma kes up for in energy. 

This superbly judged floortsta nder delivers 

a clea n ,  powerful a n d  transparent sound,  

with i m pressively taut bass.  A very fi ne 

a ll-rounder fo r the money. 

A superbly well-engineered sta n d m ount 

th at's ca pable of deliveri ng magnificent 

m usical com m u nication, a longside 

superior subtlety and delicacy. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY EOITOR'S aiOICE ---'=----------------

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UP T0 .£1.000 

D Acoustic Energy Aegis Eva 1 1 80 An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; la id-back sound and good looks too 
Acoustic Energy Linear 1 

---< 
250 Not at its best with classical but a well integrated, involvi ng ,  t imed al igned speaker nevertheless 

D ALA Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph ,  with a beautifu l ly judged balance and impressive transparency 
D j- 999 

·--------·---.. ---·-·--···----------·--------··-·"-·-·· ·------------ ·-
ATC SCM 1 2 Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 

D AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 
D B&W DM303 1 80 Chunky looking and l ively sound ing,  with deep bass, a f ine midband and a restrained top end 
D B&W DM602 S3 300 Old -fashioned size/shape, but this t imeless design has a rare combination of gr ip ,  authority and headroom 
D B&W CMl 500 Luxury min iature has neutra l ,  la id  back sound ,  with low coloration, f ine imaging but  weak dynamics - -- --------
D B&W DM603 S3 600 Excel lent a l l -rounder, smooth for its price with f ine bass and mid, though top m ight be more refined - - - - -- - --
D B&W 705 900 Deft, del icate and del ightfu l ,  if a little bass l ight, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 
D --t --· ---

Castle Richmond 3i 320 Does most things well and the most important thing - musical communication - remarkably well for the price 
D 1 Castle Conway 3 930 Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more 'air' 
D , Dali Ikon 6 899 I Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 

Mordaunt-Short 
Performa nce 6 £3 , 5 00 
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 

pinnacle of Mordau nt-Short's current 

range. State of the art resolution and 

imaging a re among its many attributes. 

1 9 ,36,24 
1 9 ,36,26 I 
20,86,29 
22,39,26 
1 5 ,27 ,21  
20,33,23 
24,49,29 

1 6 .5 ,28 ,28 
20,91 ,29 

� 
22,42,29 
1 7 ,33 ,23 I 
22,91 ,27 

• 

• 

A 30 I • 
-l 226 j 

A+ 50 e 277 
A 23 
A- 55 
A- 65 
A 23 
A 25 
A- 40 
A- 25 l "A 35 

I A i 60 

4t t. 
-+-• 

• • 
• 
• 
• 
• 

1 

279 
253 � 260 
226 
234 
279 
231 
253 
260 I 

e 1 A+1 30 • 237 
1 9, 1 00,3_1 • I A 37 • 271 '--

D ' Dali Ikon 7 I 999 I Bulky vinyl floorstander has h igh sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, del icacy and transparency _ 20:;14 ,34 e A+
' 

22 Je 275 
D , Dynaudio Audience 42 

Dynaudio Audience 52 
Dynaudio Focus 1 1  O -- ----

400 
557 
850 

--- -
An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered min iature breed . A terrific smal l  speaker for the price --
Bri l l iant neutrality, though a l i ttle understated dynamically (wood veneered vers ion,  as tested - £647) 
Luxury real wood m in iature with tapered enclosure sounds punchy, sweet and avoids boxiness 

.)_ 399 I M idband is impressively smo_cith, even ".'.1d coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detai l  D Epos ELS 303 
200 1 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing whi le taking up so l i ttle real estate D 1 Epos ELS3 

D I Epos M5 -
D Epos M 1 2 . 2  

Epos M 2 2  I 
D Focal -JM lab �oru:._707 S I 
D Focal-JMlab Chorus 71 6 S 1 

I Focal-JM lab Chorus 726 S 
Harbeth NRG2 

D JBL Studio L880 
� I KEF i09 

I Monopulse 42A 
-----t D Monitor Audio Bronze B4 -- -
D Monitor Audio Si lver RS8 
D I Mordaunt-Short Avant 906 

349 2rgeous min iature works well close to wal l .  Could be smoother but communicates with authority 
449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, f ine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 
949 Very classy floorstander has a tricky bass and an edgy top, but a very smooth and even midband 
350 The size and shape might be unfash ionable, but this is an outstanding a l l - round performer at a very sharp price - - -- --- - -- --
550 Not the smoothest around ,  but combines coherent voicing with f ine dynamic expression and real authority 
780 Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice-band congestion 
650 Strikingly styled standmount majors on dynamic excitement at some expense in smoothness and coloration -
700 Good value floorstander with neutral ity, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent - - - -- --- - - -
800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 
995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 
350 A beautifu l ly balanced loudspeaker with fine overall dynamic range and good imaging 
800 l Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger�ms 
350 Capable and engag ing ,  this neat design wi l l  complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 

-

1 7 ,29,24 A 40 
20,33,26 -1 A- 30 
1 7,30,28 I A- 38 �o • A- 28 ---

9 A- 60 
I 1 8 ,33 ,21  A- 40 

20,37,25 A- 40 

I 20,88,25 • A- 25 l 24,49.30 I A 25 -
22,95,30 • A 20 

22 , 1 00 ,32 , . A+ 55 
I 1 9 ,34,29 I A+ 42 

� 

22,99,37 • A 25 -
22,94,33 • A 25 
26, 1 1 0,25 • A+ 28 

+ -t 

• 2 1 5  
� - -

• I 250 
• I 279 
• 273 --• i 241 

i e 269 
• 265 
• ! 275 

4tJ_ 251 
f-• I 250 • i 253 

I •  263 
• r· __ 

275 • 273 
• 271 

1 9 ,85,26 e A 

mi's,27 t e r A 
2�f. 255 
33 • f • 276 

1 8 ,85 ,27 I • I A 45 • '  I 254 

li"H1:!\I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANOER Speakers that don't  require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplif ier needs (approximately) to drive the 

loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 1 00 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-bui l t  ampl ifier. BASS FROM How low lhe speaker goes - the smal ler the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid cornersl. 

j une  2006 I H I - F I  CHOICE 1 09 



(Rabbit) (Eeyore) The sott
spoken mastermind 

(Pooh) With the 
bear- l ike grip 

(Robo-rabbit) 
� Teccie whizzkid Hard;bitting �olfer 

These are the men beh ind the most 
renowned crime in the audio visual 
world - the Un@t Blue M u rder Sale. 
After the sensational scenes that 
greeted the 20th Blue M u rder Sale last 
year, rival dealers were hoping the 
authorities -wou l d  apprehend these 
vil lainous price-slashers and put a 
stop to the Blue Murder Sale once CUld 
for al l .  But the news on the streets is 
that, due to public demand, New 
Malden High Street wil l  once agai n 
wi!Pess the return of the hunters 
searching for yet more bargains on 
some of the most prestigious hi-fi and �ome ..¥inema equ ipment yet released. 

The Victims: 
No one is safe! Ex-demonstrators, 
previously-owned , factory specials and 
many virg inal examples from some of 
the best fami l ies aroypd wi l l  fal l  prey to 
the manic price-cutting spree that lasts 
fr�m Apri l 29 right through to June 3.  

The Motive : -
All year, the gang at Un i let try out the 
very best sound and vision systems 
they can find .  They play them in  their 
demo rooms to the type of audio and 
home cinema buffs who real ly 

ap te the difference qual ity can 
make. But a year is a long time and 
every Spring they decide to have a 
good clearout lo make way for even 
more models. 

Everyone must g'9! 
Everyone who's anyone in the h i-fi world 
already knows there 's absolutely noth ing 
l ike the Uni let Blue M.LJrder Sale. The 
' regOl�wi l l  be queuing early to  grab 
the super specials. If you are serious 
about qual ity wh.!tn it comes to audio 
and home cinema, you can't affaw:fto 
ignOfe the sale that's l ike no other. 

REWARD! For your free copy of the sale price list, just phone 
020 8942 9567 or email us at bluemurder@unilet.net 

SALE STARTS APR I L  29 
BA DA 

"' , .  . . . ,  . . . www. u n i let . net 
35 H i g h  Street ,  New M a l d e n ,  Su rrey KT3 4BY 

T h e  hidden hi-fi store where y o u ' l l  find al l  t h e  best brands including: Acoustic Energy (AE), Accoustic S o l i d ,  Anthony G a l l o ,  Apol lo,  Arcam, Arcam FMJ , Atacama, A u d i o  Lab, Audiovector, Beyer, 

Besendorfer, Boston ,  Bryston, B&W, Cable Talk,  Celestion, Gerwin Vega, Chord Electronics, Chord Cables, Denon, Denon Gold,  Dynavector, Ecosse, Future Gl ass, Heed Audio, Heybrook, I nsert Audio,  

lsoTek. IXOS, JAMO. J B L .  KEF. KEF Reference, Koetsu,  LAT, Lexicon. Marantz. Marantz Prem i u m .  Meridian. Merl in Cables.  Morduant Short (MS). Michel l  Engineering, Mission. M usical Fidel ity. NAD. 

Nordost, Opti m u m ,  Ortofon,  Panason ic,  Parasou nd,  Pioneer, PMC, Primare, ProAc, Project, Pure,  OED,  Quad, Quad raspire, REL, Roksan, Roksan Turntables, Ratel ,  Sennheiser, S h u re, Si ltech Cables, 

SME, Sonus Systems, Soundstyle, Spender, Stands Unique, Stax, Sunfire, Supra, Tal k  Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac , Threshold Audio, Townshend Audio, VOH, WBT, Wilson Benesch, Yamaha. 



Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDITOR S CHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

D Nairn n-SATS 
Nbien NX6 
PMC DB1 + 

0 PMC GB1 

695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excel lent al l round results 
899 Very nice cabinet work for the money and a decent speaker it makes too with good imaging and low noise 
625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifu l ly balanced 
995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautiful ly clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably del icate top end 

0 PMC TB2+ 795 1 Classy transmission l ine stand-mount has superior midband, restra ined presence and a bright clean top end 
699 i Stu nning standmount with electrostat ic- l ike imagery. Its Sig nature brother costs £200 more and is even better1 D ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 

D Quad 21 L 695 Elegant lacquer f inish floorstander has a smooth, we l l  balanced sound ,  even bass and good detai l  projection 
D Rega R 1  298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving ,  if a touch th i n .  Sweet and del icate treble with even bass 
D Rega R3 448 D iscreet. pretty and fine value. A l ittle l ightweight but impressively open, it del ivers music with great agi l ity 
D Tannoy Fusion 4 
D Triangle Antal ES 
D Triangle Titus ES 
D Triangle Comete ES 

350 This big d 'Appol ito twin two-way has fine coherence and dynamics. A neutral and even al l -rounder 
975 Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of scale and expression 
370 Not pretty but busy, coherent and i nvolvi ng ,  if a l i ttle th in .  Sweet and del icate treble with even bass 
500 Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 

ABOVE £1,000 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
ITC] 
D 
D 
D 

D 

Acoustic Energy AE1 Mkl l l  1 ,690 Luxury min iature has a laid-back but bouncy sou nd, a marvel lous dynamic range and very superior imaging 
ALR Jordan Classic 5 1 ,200 S l im,  laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 
ATC SCM35 1 ,999 If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record collection in all its glory, this is a speaker to treasure 
Audio Physic Spark 3 1 ,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has del ighttully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 
Audiovector Mi 3 Signature 2 ,320 Smooth and beautiful ly balanced with superb neutral ity, wide dynamic range and a warm. sweet character 
Audiovector Mi 3 Super 1 ,596 Dynamically very expressive, clear and intel l ig ible voices, arguably even better value than the Signature version 
Aurum Cantus Leisure 3SE 1 ,200 Fabulous lacquer f in ish and a classy ribbon tweeter. Sounds smooth and sweet, if a touch laid back 
B&W 704 
B&W 8020 
B&W 805S 
B&W XT4 
B&W 703 

1 ,400 Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter del ivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 
8 ,000 Great t iming ,  superior dynamics and a sweet top end al l enhance musical commun ication. Makes sweet music 
1 ,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imag ing .  Can sound laid back but otherwise a real del ight 
1 ,699 Gorgeous alloy-encased, super-sl im floorstander has notably clean bass and a well-balanced , if polite, sound 
2 , 000 Bass is i mmensely powerful and even,  and the overall sound is l ively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3 ,984 Magnificent midband and fine overal l  balance but l im ited bass is best with small-scale material 
Canton Vento 809DC 1 ,800 Qu ick, lively and agile, with fine overall coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroughly impressive al lrounder 
Chario Cygnus 1 ,200 Beautiful sol id walnut s ides.  Port tuning suspect, but laid back sound has fine delicacy, imaging and refi nement 
Dali Helicon 400 2,999 Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with wide dynamic range and no boxiness 
Ecli pse TD51 0 1 ,200 Replacement for the TD51 2 does astonishing things with musical t iming .  £600 floor stands also recommended 
Elac FS 607 X-Jet 5 ,000 Highly reveal ing and capable, the m id/tweeter provides impressive detai l and depth of soundstage 
Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 1 1 ,000 Attractive and beautiful ly balanced, with fine bass al ignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 
Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7 ,599 Lovely s l im l ine speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynam ics and gorgeous bass 
Focal-JMLab Electra 1 027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine del icacy and low coloration,  but lacks some bass grip and drive 
Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3 ,799 New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of reveal ing the innate qual ity of the music 
Focal -JMlab Profi le 908 1 ,300 Open and reveal ing especial ly of spatial and atmospheric deta i l ,  makes up for its bass restraint with joi de vivre 
Focal Profi le 9 1 8  

@ Gamut L5 
1 ,999 Stri kingly original styl ing ,  well balanced with sweet treble, but lacks smoothness and presence is very laid back 
5,900 Impressive bui ld and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a stunning speaker with rare transparency levels 
6 ,497 Large . ,  but good looking with Sonus Faber type elasticated front Musically a great full bandwidth al l-rounder @ Krell Resolution 2 

@ Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 4, 000 Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detai l ,  space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers require extra cabl ing 

20,29,21 
21 ,38,30 
1 6 ,29,24 
1 6 ,92,24 
20,40,30 
1 5 ,27 ,23 
21 ,80,26 
1 5 ,32 ,24 
20 ,76 ,28 
21 ,97,29 

20 , 1 08,34 
1 8 ,37,30 
20,42,34 

1 9 ,31 ,25 
1 7 ,99,26 
23,88,30 
1 5 ,98,22 

20 , 1 00,29 
20 , 1 00,29 
25,40,30 
22,96,32 

37 , 1 1 5 , 56 
24,39,33 

1 5 . 2 , 1 1 4,20 
23, 1 01 ,36 
34 , 1 30,75 
25 , 1 1 2 ,35 
20,96,27 
22, 1 03,46 
24, 36, 26 

29 , 1 08,33 
37 ,1 2 1 ,53 
25 , 1 1 0 ,53 

26.5 ,  1 1 1 ,35 
25 ,42 .5 ,38 
23 ,39 ,27 .5 
23,99,35 

20, 1 1 6,43 
1 22,29,61 

22,1 00,27 

HFC "Best Buy" 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� � 0 � � 0 0 s: � s 
A 50 
A 46 
A 50 

A+ 30 
A 28 

A+ 40 
A+ 25 
A 50 
A 40 
A 20 
A 20 
A- 40 
A 40 

A- 30 
A 28 
A- 48 
A+ 27 
A- 24 
A 20 
A 28 
A 20 
A <20 
A 25 
A- 25 
A- 20 e 
A+ 80 
A 30 
A- 28 
A 20 
A 45 
A 28 
A- 20 

A+ 30 
A- 25 
A 50 
A 50 
A- 25 
A- 32 
B 28 

A+ 35 

HFC "Product of the Year" 
Cal l  us to l i sten .  

te l :  0 1 480 457300 
www.avidh ifi . co . u k  
Contact us for your nearest dealer 

268 
275 
261 
257 
275 
267 
263 
269 
265 
255 
263 
269 
265 

251 
275 
250 
271 
260 
267 
263 
257 
267 
271 
278 
260 
244 
267 
275 
264 
277 
269 
248 
255 
276 
245 
274 
277 
271 
273 
244 



Our favourite EDITOR S CHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

D 

D 
D 
D 

D 
D 

Mart inlogan Mosaic 
Martinlogan Clarity 
Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 
Nairn Ariva 

1 ,799 Curious hybrid construction marries many panel speaker- l i ke attributes with moving coil s impl icity 
-'"! 

24, 1 02 ,30 e A- 46 • 257 
2 ,498 Relatively affordable and easy to l ive with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power i 26, 1 35 ,31  • A- 46 • 245 
3,500 Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, h i - res ride 24, 1 21 ,37 -• A- 35

_, • ' 264 

Neat El ite SE 
Neat Motive 1 

1 ,275 Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter I 23,88,31  • I A 25 1 ' • 1259 
---
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PMC FB1 + 
PMC 182 
ProAc Response 025 
Rega R7 
Rega R9 

- -
1 ,200 Beautifu l ly neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative 1 6 ,92 .5 , 20 e A- 20 e 276 

---+ ---+---t-·t-.::;--1 ,  695 N icely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifu l ly natura l ,  open and restrained midband I 20, 1 00 ,30 1 • I A 20 I •-+- i 260 
6 ,  1 50 Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 33,74,47 A- 25 • · j 237 
2 ,995 The trad itional ProAc h igh-end deta i l  mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid spea
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1 ,498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agi l ity with a sl ightly bright overall character 27,98,35 • A 
2 .498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range,  especial ly in the bass 1 7 , 1 03 ,39 • A 

20 • 
25 • 
20 • 

254 

!ill Revel F32 3 ,200 makes for a taut, well d iscipl i ned sound 22 , 1 05 ,39 • A 30 • 

271 
256 
265 
274 
279 
259 
270 

---+ !ill Revel M22 1 ,800 A remarkably clean and reveal ing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capab i l ities 
-+-- --

22,37,30 A- 48 • • 
- 1-

D Roksan Caspian FR-5 
D Ruark Tal isman I l l  

1 ,995 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression.  Could be warmer 
1 ,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitom ising Ruark's design ideals 

l-
20 , 1 00,25 
22,84,31  

• A <20 e 
A 22 • 

D 
D 

D 

D 
[ill 

Sonus Faber Corcerto Domus 1 ,  799 Great choice, especial ly for acoustic materia l ,  which performs sign ificantly above its price level 21 ,99,31  
Scnus Faber Cremona A.  
Spendor S6e 

� 
Spendor S9e 
Tannoy Dimension TDB 
Totem Model 1 Signature 

Cel ius ESW 

2, 1 49 Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 
1 ,495 Combines deep, powerful bass with an attractively open midband, but perhaps too much restraint up top 
2,895 An improvement on the original S9 - very enterta in ing at h igh levels with a fabulously open and weighty bass 
4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid a l l -rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and min imal coloration 

seductive min iature del ivers a beautifu l ly smooth and balanced midband 

1 9 ,35,32 

31 ,86,30 
1 7 ,31 ,23 

·-�-------- ----- ----+---� 

---+ • A 35 • 
246 

262 
270 
261 
275 
254 
252 .l. 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solutions for m ultichannel surround sound ® M u lt icha n n e l  spea ke r  systems h ave a 

fro nt l eft/r ig ht ( L/ R )  ste reo pa i r, a 

centre or d i a log u e  c h a n n e l ,  two ( 5 . 1 ) 

or fou r  ( 7. 1 ) su rro u n d  spea ke rs a n d  often a 

s u bwoofe r. For best res u l ts, each of these 

spea ke rs bar the s u b  shou ld  be i d e nt ica l .  

T h e  p ro b l e m  i s  that few s u rrou n d  systems  

a re ded i cated to  m us i c  a n d  pe rfo rm a h o m e  

c i n emat ic  ro l e  as  we l l ,  m ea n i n g  the centre 

spea ke r  has  to s it  a bove or be low a v ideo 

mon itor. Ce ntre c h a n ne l s  a re u sua l l y w ide 

a nd s h o rt fo r th i s  reaso n .  

Th i s  s h o u l d  not be a ba rri e r  t o  g reat 

su rro u n d  fo r m us ic  and movies howeve r, as 

m a ny bra nds  m a ke centre channe l s  with a 

very cl ose sou nd  to the i r  L/ R des igns .  

Music vs movies 
H igh - reso l ut ion SACD a n d  DVD-A m us ic  

reco rd i ngs tend  to be mastered with  

- ' . SET-UP 
Ideal ly you should set up surround spea kers 

with as much care as you would stereo systems, 

but practica l issues tend to have a sign ifica nt 

beari ng on surround and centre spea ker 

placement Surround channels ca n be 

floorstanding or wa l lmounted, a nd centres 

usua l ly have to perch on the TV or underneath 

it Given these l imitations, adjust your  V R front 

1 1 2  H I -F I  CHO ICE I j une  2006 

speakers to g ive the best tona l  match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you l istening,  

'toe in'  the speakers so that their axis crosses i n  

front of t h e  l isten ing position - this gives a 

wider stereo i mage. And if there's a subwoofer 

it should be placed near the front speakers. Use 

a sou nd pressure metre (ava i la ble from Ta ndy 

a mong others) to accurately set levels. 

s u rro u n d  spea ke rs in the ITU sta nda rd 

posit i on  wh ich  is as fa r beh i n d  the l i stener  

as  the front channe l s  a re i n  front. 5 . 1  movie 

sou ndtracks tend  to p l ace su rro u n d  

cha n ne l s  not s o  fa r beh i nd a n d  t o  t h e  s ide 

of l i steners .  Usua l ly, practica l l i m itati ons 

wi l l  d i ctate a l i m ited ra nge  of p l acement  

optio ns, but if  yo u a re a ded icated m us ic  

fa n ,  check out the ITU set-u p  reg u l at ions i n  

the book let s u p p l ied with SACD d i scs. 

SUBWOOFERS 
Subs sta rt worki ng where stereo spea kers 

ru n out of steam at low freq uencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-co ntro l led 

bass rather than  more of it. They usu a l ly 

have on boa rd a m p l ification (active) and  

connect to  either the LFE ( Low Freq uency 

Effects) ch a n nel  in a home c inema set-u p 

or the spea ker term i n a l s  in a stereo set-up. 



' e&w 
1 600 53 package  £900 

Incorporates 602s, 601s a n d  an LCR 600 

centre spea ker. G reat i n  both stereo a n d  

Five n-SATs, and n-CENT a n d  an n-S U B  

make a h ighly engaging a n d  (for Nairn)  

discreet m u ltichannel  package. 

ATC 
Co nce pt 3 £4,87 7 
It might not look as flashy as some, butthe 

quality of engineering i n  this ATC package 

ensu res superb a ll-round performance. 

Li nn I Aku rate packa g e  £ 1 3 , 7 5 0 1 
Li nn has worked wonders with its new 

m u ltichannel speaker system - it's not 

cheap, but its performance is breathtaki ng.  m u ltichannel  surround modes. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill �ITOR'S CHOICE 

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES 
M u ltichannel  s peakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

0---ATC Concept 3 4,877 Extremely engag ing ,  revea l ing and musical mult ichannel system providing 360 degrees of ful l-on entertainment 
B&W 300 package 900 An excel lent compromise between the requ i rements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) 

D B&W 600 S3 (6021601 /LCR 600) 900 Unquestionably del ivers the sonic goods. H igh-qual ity drivers in  standmount enclosures 
Castle CAV Sterl ing Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a l ittle hard 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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Dynaudio Audience 42 package 
Final Sound Electrostatic system 
Focal -JMlab Electra package 
Linn Aku rate (242121 21225/2 2 1 )  
M i rage Omni  2 

1 , 250 
1 , 1 42 
4 ,875 
3 ,01 7 

Mu ltichannel package for h i -fi pu rists with real authority and imag ing ,  but needs subwoofer for fu l l -bore movie sound A- 5 53 • 
20 • 

241 
-1 ��: 

Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections,  l im ited loudness but a breathtaking transparency A- 6 251 
232 

.. 
Bold, solid system,  tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer A 5 

j Aj 6 
50 • 

D Mission m5 package 
Mordaunt-Short Genie 

1 3 ,750 An extremely capable system that otters new insights into the potential for mu ltichannel audio 
2,650 Dark tonal ity, but superb imagery makes this an excel lent a l l - round choice 
1 ,450 
800 

Main m52 is  a clean, attractive fu l l -range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans 
A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to ful l -size models 

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1 ,600 Good val ue vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.  1 -connected 

� · j A 5 30 • 
A 6 28 
A- 6 38 
A 5 25 

J�3 
, 232 

241 
• 262 
• 21 0 

D Nairn n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 
Tannoy Arena 

3,385 Priced here as a 5.1 package,  Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble A 6 20 • 268 
269 1 , 200 Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually reveal ing for the breed, but sub lacks refinement A 6 29 

JiJ��i:lJ I EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplif ier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 1 00 watts plus 

NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of indiv idual loudspeakers in  the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smal ler the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers wi l l  work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR S CHOICE 

SUBWOOFERS 
Bass speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D 
fill 

D 
El 

[ill 

B&W PV1 
B&W ASW850 
Monitor Audio ASW1 00 ; I REL Stampede 
REL Strata 5 
REL Storm I l l  
REL Storm 5 
REL Stad ium I l l  

· Titan Saturn - - -

950 
2 ,000 
300 
550 
700 
900 

1 ,000 
1 ,500 
800 

COMMENTS 

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, del ivering a very clean sound with negl ig ib le coloration 
Does al l the things subwoofers should do with music and movies a l ike ,  but transparently and seamlessly 
For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 
Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration.  Much more h i-Ii than AV 
Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede otters near- identical performance for less money 
Excellent sub with powerfu l ,  detai led and deep bass . Comprehensive fac il it ies, inc lud ing flexible fi lter adjustment 
Wel l  engi neered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/mult ichannel systems 
It's a bulky piece of furniture, but otters superior filtering as well as an abil ity to delve deep into the bass nether regions 
Very bu lky sub has curious styl ing ,  but decent fi ltering gives good weight and headroom 

JiJ j.;it :I '!'I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width , height and depth of one cabinet i n  centimelres. POWER (W) How many warts the on board amplif ier of active models del ivers. 

BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smal ler the number the deeper the bass. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� I � � 1 2 � � 2 0 s: I � � � 'I "' 
29,34,35 500 20 259 
53,56,52 1iOOO 1 8  246 - - ' 
32,32,34 1 20 27 225 - - .L + -
28,40,29 1 00 1 8  257 � 
32,46,33 1 50 1 8  257 
42,62,33 1 50 1 8  225 
34,52,37 200 1 5  267 
59,56,39 200 1 6  21 7 
72,48,72 200 20 239 
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Do 1,1ou wont to choose 1,1our hifi or home cinema s1,1stem, in a comfortable 
and relaxing environment . . .  ? 
Do 1,1ou wont friendl1,1 and impartial advice ( and a cup of tea) . . .  ? 
Do 1,1ou wont to bu1,1 1,1our s1,1stem based on what 1,1ou hear, and see, and not 
what somebodt,1 tells 1,1ou . . .  ? 

Do you l ive in GUILDFOR D • • •  ? 
. . . . . . . or Addlestone, A ldershot,  Ashford(Middx ) ,  Ashstead , Bagshot,  Bas i ngstoke, Bracknel l .  Bookham ,  

Bromley,  Camberle y ,  Chertsey.  Ch i pstead ,  Chobham .  Cobham . Cran l e i gh ,  Crowthorne.  Dork i ng .  Epsom,  
Esher. Farnborough,  Farnham, F leet ,  Fr i m ley ,  Goda l m i ng ,  Hart ley W i n tney,  Hampton,  Haslemere, Hook,  
Horsham,  K i ngston,  L i phook. Leatherhead, L i ss .  Mol esey (East&West) , New Malden,  Od i ha m .  Petersfi e l d ,  
Read i ng .  Re i ga te .  Redh i l l ,  R i chmond, Shepperton,  Vi rg i n i a  Water, Wal ton-on-Thames, W e s t  Byfleet,  
Weybridge, W i ndsor, Wok i ng ,  Woki ngha m ,  Yate ley . 

Nobody else i n  these areas carr ies a l l  the fo l l ow i ng major h i fi brands: 
Apol l o ,  Arca m ( D i va/FMJ ) ,  Ash Des i gn,  A tacamo, A tlas (spkr cables & i n terconnects) B&W, Chord Company,  
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Epos. Exposure, Genelec , A nthony Gal lo Acoustics.  Harman Kardon , Infi n i ty ,  l so Tek .  
KEF ( i nclud i ng Reference) ,  L inn Products ( i nc lud i ng Knekt) , MJ Acoustics, Meri d i a n ,  Mi chel l ,  Mirage, 
M i ss i o n ,  Mus i ca l  F i de l i ty ,  NAD, Nairn,  Ortofon,  P i oneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project,  Pure, QED ( i nc lud
i ng System l i ne ) ,  Quad, Quadraspi re ,  REL, Rote l ,  Sennhe i ser, Soundsty l e ,  Spendor, Stands U n i que,  
Tag Mclaren, Whorfeda l e ,  Yamaha . 

Nobody else i n  these areas carr i es a l l  the fo l lo w i n g  major Home C i nema products:  
DVD players:  Arcam & FMJ, Cyrus , Denon,  Harman Kardon , Meri d i an .  Rote ! ,  Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 
Processors: Arcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, lexicon . L i nn,  Mer id ian ,  Rote l .  Tag Mclaren.  
Amp l i f i ers :  Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus. Denon, Harmon Kordon, lexicon, Nairn , Rote ! ,  Tag Mclaren , 
Yamaha. 

D i splay dev i ces: Plasma screens from Loewe ,  Panason i c ,  P ioneer and Yamaha . Tel evi s i ons/LCD:  Loewe . 
Projectors :  Barco(CRT/DlP), S im (DlP),  Yamaha(DlP/lCD) Screens: Stewart/DraperNutec , 
Vi deo Process i ng :  Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, lumagen, Tag .  Control systems: Crestron,  Lutron l i gh t i ng .  
Spec i a l i st s e t  up servi ces:  I S F  Display Cal l ibration. 

Nobody else in the a rea offers you a "One Stop Solution" to a l l  of your home enterta i n ment  
requ i rements,  as we a re a lso Custom Insta l l a t i on experts. D i scuss your  requ i rements w i th us and we can 
survey,  des i gn ,  i nsta l l ,  comm iss i on ,  and ma i n ta i n  fu l l  Sound and Aud i o-Vi sual  d i str i but ion , and automat
ed l i gh t i ng around your home. 
Visit us first and you won't  need to go anywhere else.  
We have superb demonstra t i on rooms for both H i fi and Home C i nema, and we w i l l  de l iver and i nsta l l .  
W e  are a Mountainsnow dealer, and members of  B A D A .  so you can trust u s  t o  l ook after your every need . 

Guildford's only RfRL Hifi and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU 1 4R 'I (opposite Wetherspoons) 
0 1483 50480 1 and 0 1 483 304 756 

www.pjhifi.co.uk email:info@pjhifi.co.uk. 
II • I h •t:• If: If: I k II 
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HEADPHONES 
For your  ears only ® H e a d p h o nes co me  i n  seve ra l va r i et ies a n d  

s o m e  a re d e s i g n e d  fo r p a rt icu l a r  u s a g e .  The 

m aj or ity of 'ca ns '  use dyn a m i c  co n e  a n d  

co i l -type  d rive u n its a n d  ca n be used with a nyth i n g  

fro m a pe rso n a l  ste reo t o  a ded i cated a m p l i f i e r. 

Oth e r  types a l so exi st, most s i g n i f ica nt ly  

e l ectrostat ics that  use  a ch a rged p a n e l  m e m b ra n e  

to p ro d u ce a d i st i n ct ly  refi ned  so u nd .  These a re 

s u p p l i ed  with t h e i r  own ded i cated a m p l i fi e rs, wh i ch  

te nds  to  i n c rease the  p rice .  

Ca ns a re sp l it  i nto severa l types. There a re open a n d  

c losed-back  des i gns , t h e  l atter b e i n g  best for no i sy ( o r  

no ise  sens itive) envi ro n m ents as they m i n i m i se 

lea kage  and i ntrus ion .  Open-back types tend to have 

a more open ,  l ess ' i n -head '  sou nd .  There a re a l so 

th ree var ia nts of ea rpad  des i g n :  ci rcu m a u ra l s  enc lose 

the ear and p ress on yo u r  head ,  s u p ra-a u ra l s  p ress on 

Our favourite o BEST BUY � EDrTORS CHOICE 

the e a r  a n d  i ntra-a u ra ls s it  i n  the e a r  a n d  a re 

p a rt i cu l a r ly po p u l a r  with perso n a l  stereo users. 

Getting the best from your cans 
Getti ng  a good resu l t  with head p h o nes i s  not q u ite as 

stra i g htfo rwa rd as it s h o u l d  be. M e re ly p l u g g i n g  

them i nto t h e  output on  you r  CD p l ayer o r  a m p  wi l l  

not g ive pa rt icu l a r ly e n g a g i n g  resu l ts u n l ess you a re 

very l u cky. If you a re p l a n n i n g  on ser ious l i ste n i ng ,  

i nvest i n  a ded i cated amp - the i ncrease i n  dyn a m ics 

is  not in the least b it  su btle .  A va ri ety of mode l s  a re 

m a d e  a n d  p ri ces sta rt at a ro u n d  £80 fo r a Q E D, a 

l i tt l e  more for des i gns  from,  say, Creek or M us ica l 

F i de l ity. And if you ' re rea l ly i nto ca ns, look u p  the 

va lve-powered Ea rmax. 

HEADPHONES 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

0 AKG K44 
EJ AKG K270 Studio 
� AKG K1 000 

COMMENTS 

20 Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detai led: a bargain 
1 29 Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 
650 Neutral ,  analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 1 05 ' Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' qual ity appeal 
D Beyerdynamic DT990 
0 Grado SR-60 
0 Grado SR325i 
0 Phi l ips HP890 

Sennheiser HD595 

1 60 Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 
90 For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styl ing may not be to everyone's taste 

3 1 0  Highly sophisticated and detai led sound with great extension : check for comfort 
70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone -------

1 50 Technology from upmar1<.et HD650 model makes this a very reveal ing headphone that's also extremely comfortable 
Sennheiser HD650 300 Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi -fi experience 

-- r-- -
Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound del ivery is five-star qual ity all the way 
Stax SR-001 Mk II 239 Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidel ity 

• 
• 
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• 

• 
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• • 
• • 
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1 90 
270 
270 
250 
250 
200 
200 
330 
270 
260 
295 
280 

li J jifi HI ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic f i lm instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around lhe ears 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and oul. CLOSED BACK Sealed c�psules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc . 

� � 1ll 
2 1 9  
230 
244 
1 94 
245 
1 94 
270 
2 1 9 
266 
252 
205 
268 



Award Winning Equipment at the www.audiosalon.co.uk 
e 

u 1 0  a o n  
The Audio Salon, 
The To wnhouse, 
4 Park Circus, 
Glasgow G3 6AX 
0845 4000 400 

Ayre C-sxe Universal 

Audio Player 

Just awarded not only 
Stereophile's Digital Source 

of the Year but also overall 

Product of the Year; 

yes it really is that good! 
"The C-5xe, as it turned out, was 

the vel}' best-sounding product 

Wes Phillips heard all year. .. [a] true 

reference that combines superb sound 

quality with inspired and passionate 

engineering. I have yet to hear an 

SACD or D VD player that rivals it for 

pure audio purity. I 'd buy it for its CD 

reproduction alone and consider the 

other formats vel}' welcome extras. " 

• • 

• 

• • 

Ayre K-ue Pre Amp and V-ue 
Stereo Power Am p 
Hi-Fi Choice Gold Award 2005 
Best Amp over £5000 
''lust when you think you 've got the 

world of hi-fi pretty much covered, 

along comes a product that makes you 

redefine just how good your system 

can sound. .. We were truly blown away 

by the living, breathing music they 

delivered. Expensive? Yes, 

but worth eve!}' penny. " 

e 0 

� Lyra Titan i MC Cartridge 

'"I 
. ; . 

"Our reference Gamut D2oo power amp 

(also a 200 watter) is nowhere near as 

fine or rich as the Ayre V-ixe which 

also has more dynamic kick as well. 

The K-ixe pre amp 's ability to separate 

out instruments and to portray their 

sound is the best we 've encountered. 

To be frank I want one and I want it 

bad. " 

Jason Kennedy 
Hi-Fi Choice October 2005 

Esoteric X-01 SACD Player 

Hi-Fi Choice Gold Award 

2005 Best SACD Player 
"Our gold award simply had to go 

to this on the grounds that it's the 

best SACD player we 've ever heard: 

supremely natural, detailed and 

communicative. The best digital 

audio component yet devised? 

It's certainly up there ... " 

--.. Hi-Fi News Gold Award 2005 
Best Cartridge over £1000 
"Flagship model from Lyra comprises 

a one piece titanium body and 

diamond coated boron cantilever. 

A world reference pick up cartridge. " 

ProAc Studio 140 Loudspeakers 
What Hi-Fi Award 2005 Best 
Loudspeakers £1000-£1500 
"From Gorillaz to Mahler's Symphony 

No.6  the sound is unforced and 

wonderfully natural. Quality always 

shines through . . .  " 

SME Model 10 

Hi-Fi Choice Gold Award 2005 

Best Turntable £1000-£3000 
"The Model 10 is engineered to 

absolute perfection, with a sound 

quality to match and its delivel}' 

of the musical truth will eclipse 

just about eve!}' other turntable 

in its price range. " 



CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together ® H i -fi ca b les come in two va rieties: 

i nterco n nects a n d  spea ker ca b les. 

Ana logue i nterco n nects come i n  

preset lengths, genera l ly with RCA ( phono) 

p l ugs attached, though some equ i pment uses 

XLR con nectors for ba l a n ced con n ection - th is  

ca n be son ica l ly  advantageous, especia l ly over 

longer  ru ns. Speaker  ca b le  is com mon ly sold by 

the metre a n d  ca n be used without p l ugs  or ca n 

be fitted with screw or so lder-on types. 

Choos ing  cab les is not q u ite as stra ig htforward 

as it m i g ht seem .  One p rob lem is that 

com ponents i nteract with the ca b les you use a n d  

t h i s  often resu lts i n  a u d i b l e  effects, b u t  there a re 

few ca bles that a re fu nda menta l ly  i ncompati b le  

with a ny com ponents, and  we recom mend the 

advice of a good dea ler. I n  a ny case, you shou ld 

look to spend as much  as you ca n afford . 

D ig ita l ca b les come i n  two flavou rs: e l ectri ca l 

and  optica l .  I n  most i nsta nces el ectri ca l varieties 

sou nd  better than o ptica l ,  g iven the choice, but 

optica l cables may be a better bet over long ru ns 

( l Om+) .  Optica l i n puts/outputs usua l ly use 

Tos i  i n k  con nectors, wh i l e  most e lectrica l types 

use RCA p l ugs, but some opt for BNC 

con n ection i n stead - check you r  com ponents 

before you buy. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDrTOR'S CHOICE 

CABLES --=-

-

-----�� � 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

llWOGUE INTERCONNECTS 

Black Rhodium I l lusion 
@ I Black Rhod ium Opera 

Bri l l iance Hi-Fi Synergy 
Chord Company Signature 

£ COMMENTS 

77 
297 
83 

499 

An upfront, l ively, exciting cable which sti l l  manages subtlety when needed. Slighl coloration though 
Very open,  c lear and detailed sound,  with excel lent extension at frequency extremes 

------------------ · 

High qual ity materials help give this cable fine imaging:  bass not as extended as some 
Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving abi l ity, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable --+--------+---+---------· 0 Chord Company Chorus 21 5 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass 

� § 
0 23 � 

• • • • • --------�-------------------;-·--t---+ 0 Clearer Audio Si lver-Line 244 Complex, wel l-screened cable which offers good sound al l  round with exceptional bass - at a price' • • I Kimber Si lver Streak 1 242 Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues 
_ ___,·f-----tl �----------t--

K i m be r Timbre 89 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed 
-----+---- +------------------------

• • 

� I 0 2 
0 � � � � � §3 'll 

• 248 • 260 • 275 • 255 • 259 • 279 • 241 • 248 • • • 0 Monster Interl ink 400 Mk2 I 70 Really lively and enjoyable sound at a sensible price 
=@�-+-N-o-rd
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------ --+ 0 Townshend DCT1 00 1 00 Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional h int of hardness 
0 van den Hui The Bay C5 55 Terrific deta i l ,  nice balance - a great cable 
�-+--------+--0 van den Hui The Wel l  85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added . Very sl ight bass coloration does l ittle to detract from fine performance 

• • 
• • 241 • 224 • 241 

---;--+ --+-+ 0 van den Hui 0 1 02 Mk I l l  79 Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intel l igent construction g ive strong bass and excellent detai l  
0 Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price -------------
0 I Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cable with a l l l - round appeal - treble is sl ightly 'dark' but bass is excel lent and the overall balance very good indeed 

DIGITAl INTERCONNECTS 

@ Clearer Audio Si lver-Line � Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet tre
_

b
_
le __ _ 

@ Kimber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but rewarding l ift in musicality with any DAC justifying the price I I 
@ 1 OED Ounex Signature 75 80 1 First- rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price 
0 OED Ounex SR75 50 Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 

-
-

D Supra ZAC G2 High grade fibre and qual ity plugs add up to a noticeable improvement over giveaway optical leads 
0 van den Hu i  Optocoupler II 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but sti l l  second best to electrical types 

-

@ Wireworld Starl ight 5 I 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are lhis cable's main strengths: good value and near-high-end performance 
.. , . .,.., :IW' : " ' l � • • - ' JI I ' 
0 Black Rhod ium Disco 4 Lively and energetic with pretty good detai l ,  if a touch bass- l ight 

Chord Company Signature 1 1 7  Dynamic, solid sounding cable, but it's bulky and not very tractable -- --- - ---- - -
-

---
@ 1 Electroflu id ics 20/20 45 Excel lent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere - one of the best a l l - round cables available 
0 Kimber 8TC 39 Very capable in  al l areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 

-
-

-

@ 1 Nordost Heimdal l  1 62 Alternative to Valhal la, silver plated , micro-monofi lament construction ,  low colouration, high res and suitable for exacting systems 
OED S i lver Ann iversary XT 5.50 Ful l  bass and nicely detai led treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain g_joED X-Tube XT300 1 0  A natural and well controlled sounding cable lhat's cost effective for mid-priced systems - -

@ Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated ' impedance matched' cable with stab i l is ing components added: great sound al l -round 
van den Hui The Bridge 6 Lively, energetic and possessed of fine midrange detail and imaging 
Wyrewizard Spel lbinder 5.50 Sold off the ree l ,  this entry-level cable is a su rprisingly purist performer, lean yet powerfu l ,  with good detail resolution .  

• • 234 • • 273 
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• • 259 

E 278 
r--

r , • 
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I E 1 265 •l • I E I 234 
0 259 
0 234 • • E 279 

• • 274 • • 255 • • 241 • • 3 • • 278 • • 276 • • 234 

--r -, - - � • i . 
_ 

___j �1 
• I • 277 

... .,.._ -: . • 267 -� -- - +-- +-- +---+-0 Wireworld Terra 5 5 Deep powerful bass, clear treble and very solid imaging add up to above-class performance 
0 Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight 
0 Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 j Ful l -bodied and precise sound across the board - an excel lent performer in bi -wire or single-wire mode ---
11 J l'f't:Fl'I STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal .  SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individual ly insulated strands to conduct the signal .  

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element ot the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical 

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated 

• • 261 • 1 • 248 • I 1 i I • J 262 
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipment racks and speaker stands ® If you wa nt to get the most fro m you r  sou rce a n d  a m p  components, 

it's i m porta nt to cons ider  good q u a l ity support. Ded icated 

eq u i p ment su pports a re racks and  ta bles made specifica l ly to ho ld 

h i -fi gea r, a n d  the best ca n have a profound ly positive effect on sou n d  

beca use, for exa m ple ,  they ca n he l p t o  isol ate k i t  from g round-borne 

v ib rat ions a nd mech a n ica l or  el ectri ca l i nterfere nce. Equa l ly, if you own a 

pa i r  of sma l l  ' bookshelf' or 'sta nd mou nt' spea kers, it's i mporta nt to p lace 

them on good q u a l ity, pu rpose-bu i l t  spea ker sta nds. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
Equipment supports 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� z c "' "" gJ 
I � � iii [!) � � � i1i c;; 
n ?l � � � .;; .;; 

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looki ng .  very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a l itt le detai l  80 66,46 5 Glass 
Atacama Equi nox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 4 Glass 

[ill Audiophi le Base 6 1 5  Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abi l ities - a worthy upgrade 82 43 4 MDF 
Avid lsoschelf 1 . 1 00 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration,  if a l ittle fiddly to set up 87.5 48 5 MDF 

D Cleanight Audio Aspekt 650 Stunn ing neutrality and detai l  from a wel l -damped des ign .  Its pertormance makes the price tag good value 75 53.5 ,45 4 MDF 
Custom Design Aspect 650 270 Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fai r  w i th  some loss of  detai l  66 46 4 Glass 

D Custom Design Icon 400 600 Beautifu l ly bui lt ,  conveniently adjustable and with l itt le sound of its own, a very classy rack 75 57, 41 5 Glass 
D Custom [)ejgn Concept 400 700 Sl ightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic '  version tested - standard version £300) 74 48,40 4 Metal 
D Custom Design Vantige 449 'Acoustic Alum in ium'  shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction : just a shade bright 62 49,44 4 Metal 

Pamngton Min im 389 Looks good , sounds good and is impressively flexible to  boot 75 45,36 5 Glass 
[ill Nairn Fraim 1 ,825 Pricey but very classy looki ng and sounding ,  with modular flexib i l ity 96 45,34 5 Glass 

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent pertormance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51 .5 49,39.5 MDF 
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very l ight Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is  its only vice 68 54,49 4 Torlyte 

D Sound Organisation Z560 1 95 Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Wel l  balanced and under 200 qu id !  
[ill Townshend VSSS 1 ,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excel lent vibration-k i l l ing sound qual ity 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [g EDITOR S CHOICE 

SPEAKER STANDS 
Speaker stands 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Atacama Nexus 6 
Custom Design RS 300 Mkll 

[8 hne Cableway 
D Kudos S50 
D Partington Ansa 60 
[ill Partington Dreadnought BS 

Sound Organ isation Z522 
[ill Townshend Seismic Sink 

60 
1 00 
395 
1 59 
99 

249 
95 

499 

COMMENTS 

An excellent al l-round pertormer and a genuine h i -fi bargain 
A solid stand improving on the or ig inal ,  with better focus and detai l  
Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutral ity is exceptional with orchestral material 
Form idable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

-· -

Elegant flat-packer ' d isappears ' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 
The Dreadnought Broadside is a superb stand for h igh-class standmount speakers - and it looks great too' 
Very hefty bui ld for the price helps to del iver a solid sound with good authority and drive 
Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 

92 
76 

I 

� i 
60,50 

61 ,56 ,51  
63 
61 
62 
61 
60 

L!i!lllli\ll:i lJIJJJol;ifj:iJl'fi HI HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single f igures ind icate a square plattorm. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of 

50,40 5 
35,50 4 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� "" 
� 
� � � i 

1 4 .5 , 1 8  
1 6 .5 , 1 8  
1 7 ,20 
1 5 , 20 
1 8 , 1 5  
1 7 , 1 5 

1 6  
38,48 

EiJt I lj ;(it 1: 11 f'l'i l l 'fi:I U HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plattorm. Single f igures indicate a square plattorm Speakers generally overhang top plates. 

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop r ing ing .  WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.  

Expert advice 
Exceptional prices 
Excellent Service 
FREE UK Delivery 

Glass 
Glass 

t:: "' gJ 
� 
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3 
2 

4 
5 
4 
0 

� 
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247 
2 1 7 
1 93 
1 93 
2 1 7 
206 
263 
247 
271 
261 
232 
2 1 7  
240 
2 1 7 
273 

� � gJ 
202 
202 
220 
220 
232 
261 
220 
202 

Allsop, Black Rhodium, B -Tec h ,  Chord ,  Creek, Densen, DNM, Eichmann,  Grado, Graham Slee, l sotek 

IXOS, N o rdost,  Q E D ,  R O G ,  R t ngmat,  Sennheiser, S upra, Tan n oy, Van Den H u i ,  V i b ra p o d ,  Wireworld 

onlin 



GUESS THE GOLDEN GOAL AND WIN A FULL REFUND ON YOUR PLASMA �LCD 
1V OR DVD RECORDEK 
PURCHASES OVER £300 BETWEEEN 7ST APR/L AND 3RD JUNE 2006. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

APPLY. SEE WWW.SUPERF/.CO. UK/COLDENCOAL OR ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS. 

NETWORK CD/HO RECORDER 

HERMSTEDT 
HIFIDEUO PRO 
• CD recorder built-in 
• HD recorder with 1 6oGB 
• I nternet radio 

MULTlMEDIA 
MARVEL 

• MP3 up to 32okb/s 
• Ethernet connection to strea rn 

media from connected PC 
• iTunes compatible 
• See www.superfi.couk/hifidelio 

for more features 
• £849.95 

��r-�� 
� 
* * * * *  ""'"""" 
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MICRO HI-FI 

VAMAHA CRXM170 
• "An excellent micro" 
• CD, DAB/FM/AM tuner 
• 2 x 25 watt amplifier 
• £199.95 excluding speakers 
• £299.95 including speakers 

� 
* * * * *  

DAB RADIO 

PURE EVOKE 3XT 
• Alarm timers 
• Stereo speakers bui lt-in 
• SD slot enables record, pause 

and rewind of live radio 
• Runs on rechargeable 

batteries, standard 
batteries or mains 

• £19!1-95 

PLASMA TELEVISION 

PIONEER 
PDP436SXE 
• Same screen as award-winning PDP436XDE 
• Bui lt-in Freeviewtuner 
• Stand and speakers included 
• Plenty of inputs, HD ready 
• £2499.95 

DVD PIAYER 

SPEAKERS 

MISSION 
VOLARE V63 
• Top qua lity build, 

drivers and finish 
• Half price! £299.95 

Was f 599.95 Save £300 

PIONEER DV585 
• Multi-region DVD player 
• Multi-format; DVD-Audio, SACD, 

DivX, MP3, WMA, JPEG and VCD 
• Black or silver 
• £99-95 Was £149.95, Save £50 

FREEVIEW PVR 

TOPFIELD 
TFSSOOPVR 
• Record and watch uptofour channels s imultaneously 
• Twin tuners with twin modulated outputs 
• Too many features to l ist - see www.superfi.eo.uk/toppy 
• 16o GB model £259-95 
• 250 GB model f299.95 

• Superfi exclusive, Polar White avai lable now! 

TURNTABLE WI-FI RADIO 

GOLDRING GR12 ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY WI-FI 
RADIO 

• www.superfi.co.uk exclusive 
• I ncl udes Gold ring Elektra cartridge 
• High-qual itytonearm 
• £99.95 Was £139.95, Save f4o 

PHONO PRE-AMP 

GOLDRING PA1 

• Tune into 99% ofthe world's radio 
• Real Media, MP3, WMA and AAC 

streams supparted 
• Works with Listen Again' services 
• £199.95 

• Converts turntable signal into 'l i ne
level' for connection to amplifiers 
without a turntable input 

• £39.95 Was £59.so. Save £19.ss 

DVD RECORDER SONY RDRHXS10 
• Simultaneous record/play, chase play 
• Multi-region DVD playback 
• 8oGB hard disk 
• DVD-/+ R/RW 
• £39!}.95 

5 REASONS TO CHOOSE SUPERFI FIND US NEAR YOU - EACH OF OUR BRANCHES HAVE EXCELLENT DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES 
0% credit avai lable Latest technology Birmin�ham Leeds Manchester Stoke on Trent 
Ask i n -store fo r d eta i l s  S o p h i st icated H D  recorders, 67 Sma I b rook, Q'way Relocat i n�, ca l l  fi rst 54 B rid�e St 51 Picca d i l�, H a n l ey 
a n d  a q u otation m u lt i -region DVD, M P 3 ,  0121  631  2675 01 1 3  244 075 01 61 83  1 1 5 6  01782 265 1 0  
Free parking 

DAB, Freeview PVRs - a l l  
Coventry Lincoln Nottin�ha m  ava i l a b le t o  demonstrate 

See www.sufcerfi .eo. u k/ 2 Corporation St 271 a H i�h St 1 5  M a r  et St 
freepark i ng or deta i l s  Real HiFi 024 7622 3 254 01522 5 0265 0115  941 2137 MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 
Official UK models 

Qu a l ity tu rnta b les, CD 
Derby London Stockport 

0800 7311 SZJ 
pl aye rs, h i-fi a m p l ifiers a n d  

F u l ly-gua ra nteed, gen u i n e  s pea kers a lways i n  stock a n d  22 S a d l e r  Gate 2-4 Camden H i g h  St 68-70 Lower H i l lgate BUY ONLINE NOW 
U K  p rod ucts ava i l a b l e  to demonstrate 01 3 3 2  3 60303  020 7388 1 3 00 01 61 429 9080 WWW.SUPERR.CO.LM 



GLOSSARY 
TECHNICAL TERMS 
S.1 -CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels, typically front left and right, 

centre, surround left and right, and LFE 

(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - 'low bass' refers to the 

bonom oaave (20·40Hz). 'mid·bass' the 

middle oaave (40·80Hz) and 'upper 

bass' the top oaave (80-1 60Hz). 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-arnp). 

Loudspeakers equi pped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate (matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver. 

BI-WIRE {sometimes tri-wire). 

Loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each drive unit can be 

driven by separate cable runs between 

the amp and each driver. 

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised. 

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

ampl ifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion. while Class B 

tends to generate less heat. 

CLASS AB Most pradical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a watt 

and Class B thereafter. 

CLIPPING An ampl ifier's output 

waveform is 'cl ipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

avai lable to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point. 

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is  

used to generate a t iming reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc. 

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 

nework which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power ampl ifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spearum to the 

various drive units. 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in  the 

2 1 7 . 5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming. 

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter. 

The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform. 

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels, eg 7 . 1  EX 

where side and rear channels are used. 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 

to OD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix. 

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over l OOkHz and a dynamic 

range over 1 20dB. It  has over four times 

the data capacity of CD. 

DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams. In  5.1 processors. it 

separates the left from right and front 

from rear, while managing the various 

bass options. 

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4 : 1  

compression ratio that, ostensibly, 

promises higher qual ity. 

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to 1 92kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit cfynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connection that uses an electrical cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

('AES/ESU') intertace. 

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probably have rather more to 

do with the 'personality' of CD player 

sound than most other factors 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce. 

IMPEDANCE \Wh speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

driving it. 

JITIER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by imprecision in the 

clock, used to regulate the conversion of 

data into analogue audio. 

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount. the 

bener the qual ity. 

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

1 -2V. referred to as 'l ine level'. It folloM 

that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable. 

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

(density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal. 

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a complex 

psycho-acoustical model that predicts 

what is, and what is not. 'audible' within a 

sequence of music. 

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

1 60Hz up to 3kHz. 

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

a l low hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc. 

OUTPUT IM PEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance (below 1 00 

ohms) helps ensure compatibil ity with 

most ampl ifiers, even with long 

interconnect cables. 

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for CD and DVD. Qual ity 

is l imited by the oversample and bit rates 

used - CD is 44. 1 kHz/ 1 6-bit while 

DVD-A is capable of 1 92kHz/24-bit. 

PRESENCE BAND Critical seaion of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet. 

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise result ing from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code. 

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 

1 999 and is a Sony/Phi l ips format based 

on DID coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and mu ltichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives. 

SAMPLE RATE The rate at  which the 

musical waveform is s l iced up into 

discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44. 1 kHz or 

once every 0 .023msec. DVD wil l  also 

support 48kHz and 96kHz. 

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input.  Expressed in decibels per wan (dB/ 

W), measured 1 m from the speaker. 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes ampl ifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Selea. 

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer appl ications. 

TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

sol id state ampl ifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 

the audio band, ie above 3kHz .  

TWEETER Treble driver. 

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 

can have more than two drive units. 

WATTS (per channel) The wan is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating ls the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amp lifier output. 

WOOFER Bass driver. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 
AGGRESSIVE Forward a n d  bright 

sonic character. 

AMBIENCE The i mpression of an 

acoustical space, such as the 

performing ha l l  in which a recording 

was made. 

ANALYTICAL Highly deta i led.  

ARTICULATE Inte l l ig ib i l ity of voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them. 

ATTACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ab i l ity of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in  music.  

BALANCE Essential ly tonal ba lance, 

the degree to wh ich one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum i s  emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel ba lance, the 

relative level of the left and r ight stereo 

channels.  

BODY Fu l lness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of th in .  

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audib le cabinet resona nces. 

BRIGHT A sound that e mphasises the 

upper midrange/lower treble. 

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright. 

DECAY The fadeout of a note, i t  

fol lows the attack. 

DEFINITION (or resolution) The abi l ity 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is fundamental to high 

f idel ity sound. 

DEPTH (of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and i nhabit ing a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original record ing. 

DETAIL The most de l icate elements of 

the original sound and those which are 

the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment .  

DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 

which usually comes across as 

fine-grained a n d  lean.  Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment. 

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both l a rge and sma l l .  

EUPHONIC An appea l i ng  form of  

d i stortion that  general ly enhances 

perceived fidel ity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve a m ps. 

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap' .  

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image project ion.  

FORWARD(NESS) Simi lar  to an  

aggressive sound ,  a sense  of the image 

being projeaed i n  front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

l istener. 

GRAINY A sl ightly raw, exposed sound 

which lacks finesse. 

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass.  

GRUNT See gr ip .  

HARD U n comfortable, forwa rd, 

agg ressive sound with a meta l l i c  

t inge.  

HARSH Grat ing,  a brasive. 

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or i n strument is in a part icu l a r  

p l a c e  in  t h e  room. 

JUICY Sound that has  jo ie de v ivre, 

energy and l ife. 

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The q u i etest 

sounds i n  a record i n g .  

MUS ICAL o r  m u sica l ity. A s e n s e  of 

cohesion and s u bjective ' r ightness'  i n  

the sound . 

NATU RALNESS Rea l i sm .  

OPAQUE Unc lear, lack ing 

transparency. 

OPEN Sound which has he ight and  

'a i r ' ,  relates to c lean upper m i d range 

and treble .  

PACE Often associated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of t im ing and beat .  

PRESENCE A sense of a n  

i nstrument or  voice occupyi ng a 

place in  the l i s ten ing room. 

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

m id range.  

SEISMIC Very low bass that you fee l  

rather than  hear. 

S I B I LANCE An emphas i s  of the 'S '  

sound,  often heard on  radio. 

SNAP A system with good speed 

and  trans ient  response can del iver 

the immed iacy or  'snap'  of l ive 

i nstruments.  

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace gives the i mpression of being 

r ight on the money i n  its t im i n g . 

STURDY So l id ,  powerfu l , robust 

sound .  

THICK A lack of ar t i cu lat ion  and 

c lar ity i n  the bass .  

THIN Bass l ight .  

TIMBRE The tonal  character of an 

i n strument.  

TIMING A sense of precis ion i n  

tempo. See s p e e d  and pace. 

TRANSIENT The lead ing  edge of a 

percussive sound .  Good trans ient  

response m a kes  the sound as a 

whole more l ive a n d  real ist ic .  

TRANSPARENC� TRANSPARENT 

A hear-through qua l ity that i s  akin to 

c lar ity and revea l s  al l aspects of 

deta i l .  

TWEAK T o  t u n e  a system or  

component  i n  a n  attempt  to get the  

best  performance f rom i t .  

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

th is  process. 

VEILED Loss of detai l due to l i m i ted 

transparency. 

WARM A fu l l ness i n  the lower 

m i d range/upper bass. 

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underp inn ing  produced by deep, 

controlled bass. 
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N O RM A N  R O A D ,  ST LE O N A R D S - O N - S E A ,  E A ST S U S S E X  
Te l :  0 1 424 4 3 7 1 6 5 F a x :  0 1 424 444 1 4 8  

Award Wi n n i ng Reta i l ers . . .  

The N o rth of E n g l a n d  H i -F i  Speci a l i sts 
� Qual ity H i - F i  separates fro m £ 1 00 to £ 1 0 , 000 

� Widest choice in  the area � I ndependent advice 

� C o n s u mers Cho ice Gold Awa rd Winne rs 

� Over 35yrs experi e n ce � Qual if ied staff 

� Comforta ble dem roo ms � Su perb showroo ms 

� Main road locat ion � Major car parks nearby 

� I ns u ra n ce esti mates � Service Dept.  

� U p  to 3 years I nterest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 

� Carr iage Free Mai l  Order ( inc.  credit)  ·subject to status 
� Del ivery & i n sta l lat ion 

� Part Exchange 

� Open 1 0 : 30am - 5 : 30pm 6 days : M o n .  to Sat.  

� Visa , M asterca rd , Switch etc.  

24 G i l lyg ate , York Y03 1  7 E Q  
Te l :  0 1 904 629659 

www.Vickers- H i F i . co . u k  

r in high 11delity 1ound reproduction - 1ince 1961 



SU FFOLK LINCOLNSHIRE 

L end us your ears and 
we 'll blow your mind . .  

Arcam, ATC ,  B & W, Denon, Kef, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mitchell, Mis sion, NAD , Pioneer, 

Pana sonic, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 
Yamaha and more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi -Fi dealer . . .  

ANDERS 
--AUDl-O · T-V · V-,DEO ...... �r-F1 LTD. SATELLITE SALES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET ( O ff Pasture St.)  
G RIIVlS BY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

SOU ND IMPROVEMENTS 

Is This You r  Problem? 

E) 0 Loud Too Loud 0 Way Too Loud 
It's • common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control l s  all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low l isten ing levels Is either difficult 
or lmposalble. The noise floor may be audible too. 
There Is now • simple and effective solution - the 
Roth-II In-Line Attenuatora. They can be used 

Here's You r 

Answer 

� � � by A�w 
� l 
hl�t .. 

00W§M tllt 
"""��! 

with pre/power or I ntegrated amps to cure t:-i••• .. !1111'!1!�\: the problems of excess gain and bring sonic I" 
benefits even with the most expensive eq ulpm 

The coat la only £39 per pair deflver9d. 
01 204 3661 33 or visit www.rothwellaudloproducta.co.uk 

Excellent re- I n  HI-FI Choice, Hl.fl World, Hl.fl Plua, W hal  HI-FI and www.tnt ... udlo.com 

Absolute Analogue® 
Address: PO Box 30429, London, NW6 7GV 
Tel I fax : +44 (0)20 8459 81 1 3  

Email:  Absolute_Analogue@emall.msn.com 

Dealer Guide [ Classified ] 

ORANGES & 
LEMONS 

020 7924 2040 
www.oandlhifi.co.uk 

6 1  Webbs Road,  Batter-.a SW l l  6RX 
email : oranges.lemons@ ' irgin.net 

II 
IAN HARRISON HIFI  

SALE N O W  O N !  
Mail order supplier o f  Hi-Fi 

for 1 7  years 
Tra n s f i g u ra t i o n  S p i r i t  3 . . . . . . . . . . .  £760 
Tra n s f i g u re Te m p e r  V . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 900 
Denon D L304 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 75 
Tri a c h ord D i a b l o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £590 
C l e a r  A u d i o  C h a m p i o n  . . . . . . . . . . .  £700 
M i c h e l l  Drbe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £2000 
H a d c o ck G H 242E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £450 

A l l  g o o d s  are brand n e w  a n d  fu l ly  
g u a ra n te e d .  G o o d s  a r e  not s u p p l i e d  on 

a p prova l .  Free U K  d e l ivery. 

Deta i l s  and pr ices fro m :  Ian Harr ison .  
7 Mi l l  H i l l ,  R e p t o n ,  De rby D E 6 5  6 G Q ,  UK.  

Te l :  0 1 283 702875 9am-9pm i n c  S u n days 

For more information 
please see our website 
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New! 
Naim Audio Parts & Accessories Online Shop 

See www.tomtomaudio.com for details 

LON DON 

Front End Problems? 
co11tact: 

The Cartridge Man 
I t  does n ' t  have t o  cost a n  arm a n d  l e g  t o  get t h e  best 

- I isten to my Koe tsu - and - Decca - eater. 
A l so agents for Croft. Moth,  H adcock & M i t c he l l  & E . A . R ,  Graham S l ee projects.  

Val ve equipment re-bu i l d  service ava i l able .  

- Plus cartridge re-tipping service 
020 8688 6565 

Website : www.thecartridgeman.com 

30 HIGH STREET, ROCH ESTER, KENT, ME1 1 LD - 01 634 880037 

llE�OIE D l  
• • • - - "'' 

www.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk 

ADVANTAGE, ARCAM , ATACAMA, AUDION, AVI ,  BASE, CHORD, CAI RN, 

CLEARAU DIO, CREEK, CYM BOL, DALi, EPOS, JMLAB, GAMUT, GOLDRI NG, 

GRADI ENT, GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO, HADCOCK, MERLIN, 

NAO, NOTTI NGHAM ANALOGUE, N U  FORCE, OPTI M U M ,  ORIGIN LIVE, 

PARTI NGTON, PI EGA, PURE, QUADRASPIRE, SENNHEISER, STELLO, 

STI RLING, LS35/a, TIVOLI, TRANSFIGU RATION, USHER, VINCENT, VIVI D. 

CHORD SPM 1 4000 ON DEMONSTRATION 

www. h ifichoice . co . u k 

:::c 1 Mars House , Cal leva Park 

Aldermaston , Berks RG? 8 LA 

0 1 1 8  982 0402 

www. h ifi c i nema.co . u k  



_:�COUSTICA 
- H 1 - F1 & H O M E  C IN EMA ---

. 

m e lassified ] 

• Arnphion • Arcarn • ART • Audiolab • AV ID • Ayre • B&W • 

• C\asse • focal .JM Lab • Linn P roducts • MJ Acoustics • Monitor Audio • 

• Nairn Audio • Nautilus • P rirnare • Quadraspire • Rega • REL • Rote\ • 

• Shahinian • Spendor • Sugden • "Thiel • Wadia • 

N ow o n  d e m o n strat i o n  
,-���A.Ac=o�us�tic-a ��� 

1 7 Hoole Road 
CHESTER CH2 3NH 

0 1 244 344227 
www.acoustica.co . u k  

1 1 4 
Acoustica 

Wolverhampton R d 
STAFFORD ST1 7 4A�a 

01 785 25821 6 
www.acoustica.co. u k  

Award Winning Products 

Lowest Pnce in Hertfordsh ire 

253 High Road B roxbou rne H rtf 
Tel: (0 1 992) 4405 

e ordshire EN1 o 6PZ 

g 

. 
Griffin Audio 

3
8 

Gibb Terrace, Gibb St 
I R M I N GHAM 9g 4AA 

0121 _224 7300 
ww.gnfflnaudio co uk 

Emai l :  info@sound 
�9 or 303353 

Web: www 
s age-av.co.uk 

.soundstage-av.co.uk LOEWE. 36 Buckingha m Stre�t
oAt� w o r t h y A u d i o 
' y esbury , Bucks , HP20 

www.noteworthyaud· 
2 L H . Tel : 0 1 296 422224 

io.co.uk 
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SALES & SERVICES B I RMINGHAM 

RE.Vax 
S E RV I C E  

TH E MA N U FACTU R E RS'  
APPO I NTE D S E RV I C E  CO M PA N Y  RE.Vax 

S E RV I C E  c 1 n e rg y  
C o r rect Revox S p a re Pa rts Pr i c i n g  

24 H o u r  E st i m a t i o n  p ro ced u re 

M a n u f a ctu re r  U p g ra d e s  a n d  A d v i ce 

De l i ve ry a n d  Co l l e ct i o n  S e r v i c e  

Co m p re h e n s ive G u a ra n tees 

F a cto ry Tra i n e d E n g i n e e rs 

Ra p i d  Res p o n se Tu r n a ro u n d  

F u l l  Revox ra n g e  s e rv i ce d  

VVritten Tec h n i ca l  R e p o rts 

Late E ve n i n g  O p e n i n g 

spec ialis ts m home en terta inm en t  

�H E A A �E C: H N D L D B V C :i: M :E T E D 
N e a r  L i d l i n g t o n .  B e d f o r d s h i r e .  M K 4 3  O S F  

Facs i m i l e  0 1 5 2 5  84 1 009 

Wide seledion of Hifi furniture 
finan(e Facilities 

37 HIGH STREE\ AlDilDGE. 
TT L H o u s e .  S h e e p t i c k  E n d .  
Te l e p h o n e  0 1 5 2 5  841 999 

www.sounddner y.co.uk 

IVI 11.J S I <:=:  IVl .A... - - E FI S  
Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from A ream, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream 
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LA!vLvt, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rotel, Seiu1heiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha. 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written detai ls on request. Licensed Credit Broker. Open Tuesday to Saturday 1 0 .00 - 5 .30 .  Late n ight (not Stourbridge) Wednesday unt i l  6.30 www.musicmatters .co. uk 

� 
H I - F I  

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM 617 BDL 

93·95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 
WEST MIDLANDS B92 8JL 

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 
WEST MIDLANDS DYS 1 AB 

10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTION COLDFIELD, 
WEST MIDLANDS 673 STD 

344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 

TEL: 0121 -429 281 1 FAX: 0121-434 3298 TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121 -742 0248 TEL.: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 TEL: 0121 354 231 1 FAX: 0121 354 1933 TEL: 020 8420 1 925 FAX: 020 8420 1928 

O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAYDIS • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA • AVID • BEYER • CABLETAlk • CHORD • 

CREEK • DIAPASON • DYNAVECTDR • EPOS • GDLDRING • JADIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MOON • NAO • NAIM • 
ONKYD • OPERA • OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM • OED • REGA • RESDN • SENNHEISER • SME • SDNNffiER • 

SDNUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THDRENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • ORIGIN LIVE • 

TRIANGLE • WATERFALL • WILSON 

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment Deta i ls on Request 
Was Now Was """ 

ATC SlA2amplilier(shl) £1150 HADT760 Offe<s 

Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (Sill) £595 

Exposure 3010 amp (ex-demo) £1000 

GarrardZero 100S (78 rpm) (Slll) £-

Krell KAV300i (shl) £2500 

MarlinLogan Aerius i (shl) £3150 

Martin logan Aeon (shl) perfeet £3150 

MonrioAstyamp (ex-demo) blaO: £450 

Moon5080[13) (ex-Oemo) £1550 

MoonEquinox {ex-demo) £1950 

Moon(iS) amptifier (e1-demo) £2650 

£350 

£749 

m 
£995 

n750 

"395 

£229 
£895 

£1650 

£2150 

Onix·various modets 

Onix A60MK11 (new) 

Onix A120MK11 (new) 

Prologue 3 and 5 (ex-demo) 

REL Strata ST1 1 1 (shl) 

Sonus Faber DonlUssub (ex-demo) 

Sugden Masterclass CD (new) 
Sugden Masterctass Ampmier (new) 

Theta Data 1 1  CO {new mech) 

Theta Data Basic 1 1 +Pro Prime(s1'1)) 

pteaseenquire 

C795 £375 

£995 £495 

£18� £1600 

£700 £'95 

£1290 £995 

£2700 £2200 
£3150 £2250 

£1500 £600 

£- £699 

Moon Orion CO/DVD (ex-demo) r2859 £1450 Watertall lguascu (ex-demo) Nowpricechangedlo r995 

Musical fidelity Tl tuner(shl) £500 

) ") .. 
AUDIO ANALOGUE 

£95 

COPLAND KRELL 
0% I nstant Finance Available - Wriucn details on request 
D e m onstra t i o n  r o o m • F r e e  car p a rk i n g • M a j o r  C r e d i t  C a r d s  

P e r s o n a l  Ex p o rt • M a i l  O r d e r • I n sta l lat ion Service • R e p a i r  fac i l i t ies 
• 5 mins w a l k  Raynes Park BR20 mins Wate r l o o  

• 5 m i n s  from A3 ( R ay n e s  Park 6 2 8 2  exit)  • 25 m i n s  M 2 5  J u n e  1 0  

60 D u r h a m  R o a d ,  West W i m b l e d o n ,  L o n d o n  S W 2 0  OTW 
Te l :  ( 0 2 0 )  8946 1 5 2 8/0 3 3 1  E m a i l :  s h o p @ o b r i e n h i f i . c o m  

O p e n  9 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0  Tu e s d a y - S a t u rd a y  

25 Years o f  Audio Visual Perfection 
152a HIGH STREET BLOXWICH WALSALL 

Late night Thu rsday 9am . 7pm 

01922 493499 
www.soundacademy.co .uk 

llULTIROOllAUDIO, VIOeOSATELITTE 

ANDR,OISTRl8UTIONFORSOUNOANDSCR••N 

www.avihifi .com 

sales@avihifi.co.uk 

AVI International Ltd 

Su�es 6 & 7 Lightpill Mill 

Bath Rd Trading Es1ate 

Stroud, Gloucestershire 

GL5 3QF 

free 
i Pod n a n o  when you buy Arcam I so 0hifi 

with a l tOspea ke rs 

� S O UND GALLE RY 
6 5  Castle Street ,  High Wycombe,  Bucks 

www. soundgal lery. co. uk 
0 1 4 9 4 5 3 1 6 8 2 
*solo offer lasts t i l l  end of May 2006 
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DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3 N H .  

www.acoustica .co.uk.  Te l :  01 244 3442 27. Al l  

that's best i n  H i -Fi a n d  Home Cinema from q u a l ity 

manufacturers i nc lud ing  Amphion ,  Arca m, ART, 

Audio lab ,  Ayre, B&W Naut i l us, Classe, Foca l.JM Lab, 

Michell Eng i neeri n g ,  Mon itor Audio,  Nairn Audio, 

Pri mare, Quadrasp ire, Rega, R E L, Rote l ,  Spender, 

Sugden,  Thie l ,  Wa d i a .  We offer friend ly, he lpfu l 

advice, i nte rest-free credit and 

trade- in faci l ities, and de l iver a n d  insta l l  systems 

through Ches h i re, Merseyside and North Wales. 

Open Tues. · Sat 1 0-5 .30, eve n i ngs by arra ngement. 

NORTH WEST 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Stud ios. K ingsway 

North, Warrington WA l 3 N U. Te l :  0 1 9 2 5  82 8009. 

Ema i l :  doug .brady@ dou gbradyh ifi .com . Website: 

www.dougbrady h ifi .com. For the widest ra nge of 

h i g h  qua l ity h i -fi i n  the Northwest Fa m i ly bus iness 

est. 45 yea rs. 3 demo rooms, i nc. home c inema,  

home trials; del iveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 

Visa, credit fac i l ities - I nterest Free Cred it !  

Open 1 0. 3 0  · 6. Send for free map .  

HI-FI  SHOWROOMS, 12a  West  St, 

off West St car pa rk, C o n g l eton ,  Ches h i re .  CW 1 2  

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 5 8 8  Ashley Road, Pa rkstone ,  

Poole .  Te l :  0 1 2 0 2  7 3 0865/3 B001 8 .  www. 

movement-aud io .co.uk .  Arca m,  Aud io  Vector, 

B&W, Castle, Chord E lectro n i cs, Cyrus, Denon,  

Densen,  Lava rd i n ,  M a ra ntz, Miss ion ( i n c. FS series) ,  

NAD, P ioneer, Roksa n,  R E L, Rote l ,  Ta n n ey ( i n c  

D imens ion ) ,  Ya m a h a .  3 demo roo ms, H i  Fi a n d  

H o m e  C i n e m a  specia l ists, easy pa rki n g  o n  site, 

high q u a l ity used equ ipment, massive ra nge of 

a u d i o  and video leads and con nectors etc. Credit  

fa c i l it ies. Open Tu es-Sat 1 0· 5 . 3 0 .  

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 9 2 6  W i m borne Road, 

Moordown, B o u rnemouth,  Dorset Te l :  0 1 2 0 2  

5 2 9988/ 5 2 0066.  www. movement-audio .co .uk .  

Arca m, B&W, Celest ion,  Denon,  KEF, M a ra ntz, 

M i c h e l l ,  Mus ica l  F ide l ity, NAD, Opera, P ioneer, 

Project, Quad ,  R E L, Roksa n ,  Rate l ,  Ta n n ey, Teac, 

Ya m a h a .  H o m e  c inema and Hi Fi  speci a l i sts. fu l l  

d e m o  fac i l ities, friend ly  expert advice, h o m e  demo 

a n d  i n sta l l at ion,  easy pa rki ng ,  cred it fac i l ities, 

Visa/Masterca rd. Open Tues·Sat 9 .30·5 .30 .  

LANCASHIRE 

ROM E RS H I FI ,  1 1  Lo max Street, 

G reat H a rwood,  Nr B l a c k b u rn ,  L a n es .  B B 6  7 DJ .  

l J R. Tel :  01260 280017. 0 1 2 5 4  8 8 0 2 2 0  M o n-Sat 9 · 5 .  

E m a i l :  m a i l @ h i f i s h owroo m s . co . u k. T h e  N o rth west's  p re m i e r  H i F i a n d  H o m e  

Web: www. h i fish owrooms.co .uk. Carefu l ly  selected C i n e m a  d e a l e r  - fu l l  d e m o nstrat i o n  fa c i l i t i e s .  

a u d i o  ra nge, i nc lud ing  N a i rn ,  N A D ,  Roksa n,  Miche l l ,  featu r i n g  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  b r a n d s :  

H a rman,  Pri m a re, Castle, Vienna,  J M  Labs. Neat E l ectro n i cs :  Arca m ,  Cyrus. D e n o n ,  Exposu re, 

Acoustics, Rua rk, Audion Valve arnps, Project, Q u a d ,  Lex ico n ,  N A D . ,  P i o n e e r, Roksa n ,  So ny, 

Goldr ing ,  Mon itor Audio .  Also the best i n  AV from M o o n .  

H a rman,  O n kyo, Lexicon, M & K, Pri m a re, Parasound,  S p e a ke rs: Foca l ,  J M La bs. Quad,  M o n itor  A u d i o ,  

Na irn ,  S I M 2 ,  Vutec, Da-l ite, R E L. M J  Acoustics, Totem,  W h a rfed a l e .  

defin itve. Demonstration b y  ap poi ntment. 

Open Tuesday · Satu rday. 

S u bwoofers :  Ve l o d y n e ,  R E L, MJ Acoust ics .  

P lasma · LCD & Proj ectors: l n Focus. P ioneer, So ny. 

Members of the British Audio dealers 

Association are able to offer: 

• Two yea r guara ntee, tra nsfera ble to 
a nother BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 m i les 
from h is/ her orig i n a l  address 

e low cost five yea r guara ntee option 
• p ro per demonstration faci l i ties 
• seven day exchange or refu nd 

scheme if the dea ler' s advice is taken 
on prod uct selection 

• fu l ly g u a ra nteed service work 
• customer compla i nts proced u re in the 

event of problems 

For more information contact 

BADA on 

tr 0870 1 2 6 91 37 

•L. BADA 
&Rf'T1Sll NJ()M) llf.,\U!!$ '-S$(J(IATION 
the symbol of security 

I N DICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AU DIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

F u r n i t u re :  Ataca m a ,  P a r t i n g t o n ,  O p t i m u m ,  

S o n u s ,  S o u n d a t i o n s .  

C a b l es: N o rd ost, Chord ,  Q E D ,  Va n Den H u i ,  TCI .  

And m a ny m o re l e a d i n g  bra nds, i n  a l l  f i e l d s .  Come 

down and see our  expe rt, friend ly  staff with any 

of yo u r  problems.  be it a fi rst t ime p u rchase or 

u p g ra d i n g  you r  cu rrent system .  

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Martins  Sq u a re Leicester 

LE l S EW. Te l :  0 1 1 6  253 9753 

Fax:  01 1 6  2 6 2  6097 

Website: www. le icesterh ifi .co. u k  

E m a i l :  shop. le icesterhifi@btco n nectcom 

Acoustic Energy, Arca m, Atacama, Audica, AVI D, 

B&W/Nauti l us. BenQ, Chord Electro n ics, Creek, 

Crimson, Cyrus/Cyru sli n k, Denon, Epos. Greig I K  

Loudspeakers, M a ra ntz, Miche l l ,  Miss ion,  Mordau nt· 

Short M P3 Pl ayers. Musica l  F idel ity, NAD, Opti m u m ,  

Pioneer, ProAc, Pro1ect, Pu re, Q u a d ,  R E L, Rote l ,  

Se n n he i ser, Sharp, Teac, Totem, Ya maha ,  a n d  

more. 4 Liste n i n g  a reas/rooms over 3 floors. We 

can Demonstrate, Del iver a n d  I nsta l l .  Hi F i/Home 

Cinema/Mu lt i -room Audio/Plasma/LCD/Custom 

I nsta l lation/ Desig n .  Barg a i n  Bin on Website. 

Open Mon-Sat 9 .30·5 .30 l;J,;l!1.:c1 

DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 

Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, 

LE 1 6  7NL 01858 432999 
Leicestershire's freshest hi·fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expect i n  an 

environment that wil l  excite you. 

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilities. comfy chairs, and coffee! 

We get exceptional results from Arcam, Arcam FMJ, 

Art Loudspea kers. Beyerdynamic, Chord Cables. 

DNM Cables. Exposure, Focal.JMLa b, lnfocus. 

lsoblue, Kube Design, Loewe televisions. Merlin 

Cables. NAD, Notti ngham Analogue Studio, Opera 

Loudspeakers, Partington, Pathos. PMC, ProAC, 

Pro·Ject. Pure, Quadraspire, REL. Sen nheiser, Screen 

l nt., Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, and Unison Research. 

We are open Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 

and by arrangement. 

Free parking outside the courtyard. 

All normal methods of payment accepted. 

0185B 432999 
WWW.DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK, 
INFO@DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK 

LIVERPOOL 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3 N H .  Te l :  

01 244 344227. S e e  our  m a i n  e ntry u n d e r  Ches h i re. 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill  Street, 

London W l T  2JU. Tel: 020 7631 047 2, 

fax: 020 7436 7165. E·mail: help® cornflake.co.uk. 

Open Tues-Sat 1 0-6, Thurs 1 0·7. 

The special ists in h igh  qual ity sound, be it for 

one roorn or many more. They offer friendly 

advice, and a fu l l  del ivery and i nstal l at ion 

service is avai lable. Two l iste n i n g  rooms with 

ful l  A/V faci l ities demonstrati n g  Arcam, ATC, 

AVI, 8ryston,  Dynaudi o, lsotek, Mark Levinson, 

Lexicon, Nairn, Ori g i n  Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, 

Totem, Ya maha and more. Service department. 

Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide 

ma i l  o rder  service. Sti l l  the coolest 

Hi-Fi shop in London. www.comflake.co.uk. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd, B racon 

Ash, Norwich N R 1 4  8 H G .  

Te l :  01 508 570829.  

Audio Analogue,  Beyer, Bryston,  

Chord Cables. Creek, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, 

Goldr ing,  G rado, lsobl ue, Na irn,  

ProAc, PMC,  Rega ,  Soundstyle, Thule,  

Un ison Resea rch. 

2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home Tria l .  Free 

i nsta l l at ion .  Visa, Mastercard. 

0% F ina nce. Tues-Fri 9 .30- 1 ,  2 -5 .30.  

Al l  day Sat 

www.falcon·acoustics.co.uk 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

NOTTINGHAM Hl·fl CENTRE, 1 2 0- 1 2 2  Alfreton 

Road, Notti ngham.  Te l :  0 1 1 5 978 6919 .  www. 

notti n g h a rn h ifi .co.uk .  We a re the a rea's lead ing 

speci a l ists. Re lax i n  o u r  su perb demonstration 

rooms a n d  enjoy the very best i n  H i·Fi ,  mu lt i -room 

and home cinema solutions. Our outsta n d i n g  

customer service means a two-yea r  pa rts a n d  l a b o u r  

g u a ra ntee, a n  on-site service department and a fu l l  

del ivery a n d  i nsta l l at ion service. Home tria l s  and free 

easy parki ng a re a lso ava i l a ble .  Esta b l i shed in 1 968, 

we have been giving sound advice for over 3 0  years. 

Open Mon-Sat 9 · 5.30.  



OXFORDSHIRE 

ASnEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Ma rketplace, Wa l l i n gford 

OX I O  DEG. Te l :  01491  839305,  fax: 01491  82 5024. 

Fo unded 1 97 5 .  G reat deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, 

Mara ntz, Miss ion,  Panasonic, P ioneer, Project, Sony, 

Tec h n i cs, Ya maha .  Home tri a l ,  i nsta l l ation a n d  

de l ivery service. Service d e p t  on site. 2 yr  g u a ra ntee 

on most prod ucts. I n terest free credit on selected 

items. l home c inema room, 2 l i ste n i n g  rooms. 

Masterca rd, Visa, Amex, D iners.  I nsta nt credit. 

Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. CDs and DVDs stocked. 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MAN NING AUDIO, 1 1 0  Midd le  Street, 

Yeovi l ,  Somerset BA20 1 N E . Tel: 0 1 9 3 5  47 9 3 6 1  

54 B r i d g e  Street, Ta u nto n.  Te l :  0 1 8 2 3  3 2 6688.  

www. m i kema n n i n g a u d i o.com.  

The H i Fi a n d  A/V specia l i sts 

The best in H i Fi a n d  Home Cinema from:  A U D I O N  

VALVE, B&W, M I LLER & KRE ISELL, D E N O N ,  

DYNAVECTOR, D E N S E N ,  FDCALE (JM Lab),  

HARMON KARDON, SIM Projectors and screens, 

H ITAC H I  ( Plasma a n d  LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO,  

NAO,  P IONEER (P lasma and AV) R EVO LVER, 

REGA, ROTEL 02 & 10 Series, ROYD, SHAH I N IAN, 

S P E N D ER, TEAC, WELL  TEM PERED turntab les, 

YAMAHA. Ded icated Demonstration lou nges 

for relaxed and u n p ressu red demo nstrations. 

Home insta l l ations o n  most systems. Ful l  service 

department Mastercard, Visa, I nsta nt Credit Closed 

Mondays (Yeov i l )  · Tuesdays (Tau nton) 

SOUTH WEST 

THE RIGHT NOTE, te l :  0 1 2 2 5  8747 28.  G ive you r  

ears a new reference point for t h e  best sounds a t  

a ny pr ice. Forget reviews a n d  try ing t o  p u t  together 

a system l i ke a patchwork q u i l t with the 'best' bits 

a round .  It's our  job  to do the assessing,  you judge  

the resu lts. Come here, or we' l l  come to  you ,  and 

p lan  a system for  the futu re, even i f  you spread the  

p u rchases. Leave " u p g rade-it is" beh ind ,  save money 

and enjoy music. J ust l isten,  a n d  you ' l l  know. CD: 

Accup hase, Adva ntage, Audio Synthesis, Ba lanced 

Audio Technol ogy, dCS ( E l g a r  etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden,  Wad ia .  Vinyl :  Audio Synthesis, Basis, 

Clearaud io, DNM, G ra h a m ,  (The) Groove, Leh m a n n  

(B lack Cube),  Miche l l ,  S u m i ko, Tra nsfi g u rat ion .  Amps: 

Accu phase, Adva ntage, Ba lanced Audio Technology, 

CAT, DNM,  Gam ut, Lumley, Meracus, Miche l l ,  Nagra ,  

Pass, Sonn eteer, Spectra l ,  Sugden .  Spea kers: Aud io  

Physic, B KS, Ethos, Ha rbeth, Lumley, Magnep lanar, 

N EAT, Totem,  Verity Audio .  Tu ners: Accu phase, 

Mag n u m  Dyna lab . Cables: Argento, Chord Co, D N M ,  

Hovland ,  Nordost, Son icli n k, S i l tech, Ya m a m u ra 

C h u rch i l l .  Ma i ns: Accu ph ase. 

/A��.��8 �...} the symbol of security 

STAFFORDSHIRE SUSSEX 

ACOUSTICA, 1 1 4  Wolverh am pton Road, Stafford POWERPLANT, 40 C h u rch Road, Hove BN3 2 FN.  

ST1 7  4AH. www.acoustica .co .uk Te l :  0 1 7 8 5  2 5 8 2 1 6. Te l :  01273 7 7 5978. E-ma i l : sa les@powerpla nt.co. u k  

Al l  that's best i n  H i  -F i  a n d  Home C i n e m a  from Whatever you r  budget we can he lp  you choose 

q u a l ity m a n u factu rers i ncl u d i n g  Arca m, ART, from our ca refu l ly  selected ra nge of today' s f in est 

Audio lab ,  Ayre, B&W, Foca l . JM Lab, MJ Acoustics, h i -fi, home c inema and m u l ti - room equ ipm ent. 

Mon itor Audio,  N a i rn  Aud io, Pri m a re, Rega, REL, Reco m m ended agencies inc lude Arca m,  Bose, B&O, 

Rate l ,  Spendor, Sugden ,  Thiel, Wad ia ,  Ya maha Pre Cyrus, Epos, l sotek, L inn ,  Loewe, M iche l ,  M & K, PMC, 

Dealer Directory [ Classified ] 

I N DICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF TH E BRITISH AU DIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn,  Wakefie ld 

Road, H a m pole, Doncaster D N 6  7 E U .  Tel :  01302 

727274/ 72 5550, fax:  01302 727 274. 

E m a i l :  i nfo@th eh ifistu d ios .freeserve.co. u k  

Web: theh ifistud ios.co .uk  

H i -Fi ,  Home Cinema and M u l ti-Room experts. 

E m i nent We offer friend ly, he l pfu l advice,  i nterest ProAc, Runco, Stewart, Tri ad, Ve lodyne a n d  Ya maha .  M usical  F idel ity, Tag McLaren,Wadia ,  Anthony 

-free cred it and trade- in fac i l ities, and del iver a n d  Excel lent demonstration faci l ities, knowledgeable and 

i nsta l l  systems t h roughout  Stafford s h i re and the 

M i d l a nds.  Open i n g  h o u rs Tues. - Sat 1 0.30-6.00, 

even i ngs by a rra ngeme nt. 

SUFFOLK 

EASTERN AU DIO, 41 Bra m ford Rd, I pswich I P l  

2 LU. Te l :  01473 2 1 7 2 1 7. E m a i l :  H i Fi@eastem-audio .  

corn. G iv ing sound advice for  over 2 5  years. Parki ng.  

Demo roo m. Lots of free advice.  Arca m, Merid ian ,  

Denon ,  Quad,  NAO,  B&W,  Cel estion,  Project, KEF, 

Castle, Techn ics, Top Ta pe, p lus  a l l  the usua l  and 

u n u sua l  leads ,  cables, sta nds, racks, headphon es, 

ea rtridges & sty I i  etc. 

AUDIO IMAGES, 1 2 8  Lo ndon Road North, 

Lowestoft, Suffo lk  NR32 l H B . 01 502 5 8 2 8 53 

info@audioimages-hifi.com · www.audioimages·hifi.com 

TH E Hifi & Home Cinema shop. 

From the smal lest item to the largest custom insta l l .  

Fu l ly  remote l ight ing systems. 

A refreshi ngly d ifferent selection with Valve amps to 

transistor, Cartridges to headphones & Tu rntables to 

Pro1ectors. Helpfu l, friend ly people to deal with. 

Synthesis, Rothwel l ,  Shi npy-audio Volta, Sugden, 

Triangle, Castle, Michel l ,  Screen Play, Lumley, Harman 

Kardon, Project, Rako, Sim2, On kyo, Velodyne, Vincent, 

Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, M i rage, Hovl and, 

Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Desi gn, lsol-8, Ortofon, 

Goldring, Van den Hu i ,  Townshend, Vifa & many others 

to l ist 

All fu l l  dealer facilities with separate dem room, repairs 

and servicing. 

friendly staff Ced ia member. 

Open Tues-sat 1 0.30am - 5.30pm. 

Al l  major credit cards. Fu l l  credit facil ities. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

ACOUSTICA, 1 1 4  Wolverh ampton Road, Stafford 

ST1 7  4AH. Te l :  0 1 7 8 5  2 5 8 2 1 6. 

See our main entry u n d e r  Ches h i re. 

GRIFFIN AUDIO, 3 Gibb Terrace, Gibb Street, 

B i r m i n g h a m  B9 4AA Tel: O l 2 l  224 7300 

www.griffi n a u d io.co .uk  

B i r m i n g h a m ' s speci a l ist h i-fi and home c inema 

consu ltancy. A select ra nge of qua l ity equ ipment  fro 

Arca m,  ART Loudspea kers, Aud1o lab ,  Foca l . JM Lab, 

Li nn ,  N a i rn ,  Rega, S h a h i n i a n ,  Spendor & Sugden .  

Accessories from Quadrasp i re, The Chord Co, 

H a rmon ic  Techno logy and MusicWorks. Come a n d  

l isten t o  j ust h o w  g o o d  mus ic  can sound .  Ca l l  us to 

a rra nge you r  person a l  demo nstration.  

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Cather ine  Street, Sa l i sbury. 

Tel: 0 1 7 2 2  3 2 2 1 69/3 30841 . www.movem ent-a udio .  

co. u k . Arca m, Audio Analogue,  B &W, Celestion,  

Chord Compa ny, Denon,  H a rmon Ka rdon,  KEF, 

M a rantz, Meri d i a n  ( i nc. D ig ital  theatre), M ission, 

M iche l l ,  M usical  F ide l ity, NAO, Nordost, Opera, 

Project, Q E D, Rate l ,  REL, Teac, Ya maha .  Home 

C inema and H i  Fi specia l ists, mu lti room a n d  

com m e rcia l  i n sta l l ation special ists, service dept. o n  

site, h i g h  q u a l ity u s e d  e q u i p ment, projection T V  

a n d  p l a s m a .  2 demo rooms, cred it fac i l ities, Visa/ 

Masterca rd . Open Mon-Sat 9 .30-5.30.  

G a l l ow, ProAc, Rua rk, Castle, Teac, Un ison Research, 

I m pu lse H o rns, Mon itor Audio, Ha rbeth, NAO, 

Miche l l  Tu rnta bles, Audio Analogue,  Living 

Voice, Exposu re, Densen, Lynwood E l ectron ics, 

Opera, Trichord Research, N o rdost, Sta nds U n ique,  

Stax E l ectrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldr ing,  

R E L  Su bwoofers, Tag Mcla ren ,  S IM 2 & Denon 

Home Cinema products, p lus  others. Viewing and 

demonstration by appoi ntme nt. Home tr ia ls and 

free i nsta l l ation on h i -fi equ i pme nt. Credit  card and 

fi n a n ce fa ci l ities. Phone for more information.  

1 0am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 1 0am-5pm Sat 

Closed Sunday & Monday. 1:3'..:.UI!J 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3 N H .  Tel: 

01 244 344227. See our m a i n  entry u nder  Chesh i re. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham.  

Te l :  01978 3 64500. Audio Visual  specia l ists. AAD, 

Arca m, Audio Analogue,  Bose, Celesti on,  Castle, 

Denon, H a rman- Kardon,  Jamo, J B L, Marantz, 

Miche l l ,  Miss ion,  Musical  F idel ity, NAO, Onkyo, Pure 

Dig ita l ,  Quad,  R E L, Roksa n, Rua rk, Ta n n oy, Teac, 

UKD, Un ico, Vibe, Ya maha .  Demonstration room, 

i nsta l l ation service.  Easy park ing and motorway 

access. Masterca rd, Visa etc 



In-depth reviews of the most vital 
new kit, including ... 
® Merid i a n  G06 CD p l aye r 

® M a ra ntz SA7 001 SACD p l aye r 

® Ta n n oy Prest ige Autog ra p h  M i n i  l o u d spea ker  

® Ayre CX-7 e CD p l ayer  

® Ca m b ri dge Au d i o  Azu r  840A i nteg rated a m p l ifie r  

® Denon TU- l SOOAE AM/FM tu ner  

® Reve l Concerta F l2  loudspea ker  

Plus ... 
Our reg u l a r  rou n d-u ps of a ccesso ries and m us ic, not to menti on the latest 

n ews, views a n d  featu res from h i -fi 's sma rtest g ra pevi n e  . . .  

And m u ch ,  m u ch m o re !  

BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST 
RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL HI-FI 
ULTIMATE GROUP TEST>> LOUDSPEAKERS 

Give this farm (or a photocopy) ta your local newsagent ta guarantee your awn copy of 

Hi-Fi Choice reaches you every month 

PLEASE RESERVE ME A COPY OF HI-FI CHOICE EVERY MONTH 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Contact telephone no . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
1IJ the newsat*Rf: Contact your magadne wholesaler ta order Hi-Fi Choice 

1 3 0  Hl ·F I  CHOICE I june 2006 
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[ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Features 

DIY CORNER SPEAKERS 
Part 22 Enclosure Subtleties (continued) 

W hat is the best mater ia l  for b u i l d i n g  a 
l o udspea ker  enclosu re? Trad it ion 
suggests some fo rm of wood-based 

com pound ,  though  a l l  so rts of other  
a l ternatives have been t r ied down the yea rs, 
with va ry i ng  degrees of su ccess. 

So l i d  wood m i g ht seem a n  attractive 
p rospect, a n d  does make it easy to shape a n  
enc los u re without t h e  need fo r veneerwork. 
However, so l i d  wood is acoust ica l l y  poor, as the 
g l u es used to b i n d  together the va r ious wood 
composite materi a l s tend  to add usefu l 
d amp i ng not fou n d  i n  the so l i d  vers ion .  

There a re n u merous va r iat i ons on  the wood 
com posite theme, but the most popu l a r  three 

2 SflOND HAND B UYlR 1une 2006 

from the speake r  b u i l der's po int  of view a re 
p lywood ,  ch ipboard and  med i u m  dens ity 
fi b reboard (MDF), each of wh i ch  has  its 
advantages a n d  d isadva ntages. 

F i n n ish  or  Russ i an  b i rch p lywood (where the 
wood g rows s l owly, with conseq uent ly fi ne  
g ra i n )  i s  w ide l y  rega rded as the best from a n  
acoust ic performa nce perspective. B ut, i t  i s  
ra re ly fou n d  i n  com merci a l  spea kers beca use 
it 's cost ly and d i ffi cu l t  to cut . 

Ch i pboa rd - prefera b ly of the h i g h  dens ity 
va ri ety - a lso tends to fragment, thoug h  its 
fa i r ly l a rge wood ch i ps do seem to be rather 
more effective than  MDF at d amp i ng the 
pa ne l s  a nd  i ntern a l  sou n d  waves. However, 

1 
I 

--

---------------

M D F  - effective ly a res i n -bonded sawd ust -
has the major  bonus that it has no tendency to 
fl a ke or fractu re, a n d  therefore is much the 
eas iest and most p red icta b le  to work. H FC 

Paul Messenger 

DIY CONTACTS 

FALCON ACOUSTICS e 01 493 751 100 
© www.fa lcon-acoustics.co.uk 

WILMSLOW AUDIO e 01455 286603 
*) www.wilmslow-audio.co.uk 

IPL ACOUSTICS e 01 271 867439 
•]� www.iplacoustics.co.uk 

NEXT MONTH: More on Enclosure Subtleties 



visit o u r  web site for 
complete l i st of brands 
stocked. 

J J .D�f)� 8 
brig hton h i -fi exchange 
E-mail 
dave@hlflguy.co.uk 

Web 
-.hlftguy.co.uk 

Telephone 

0 1 424 20 1 1 57 
Mobile 
07734 436 1 80 

what's new at b:h:e 

We have a n  extensive 
range of used hi-fi 
equipment. Shown on 
the right is just a small 
sample of the products 
we have. 

Visit our web site: 
-.hlftguy.co.uk 
as the l i st changes dai ly. 

Services include 
collect your hl -fl 
deliver your hl-fl 
home lnstallat:lon 

t:rade-ln 
part:-exchange 
commission sales 

Acoustic Signature 
Hand-crafted masterpieces of music making. which 
are developed, produced and made for natural 
listening. Ask us to tell you about the 'Mambo' 
model ... 

ASR 
Have a very definite idea of how an amplifier 
should sound. The musical reproduction should 
be homogeneous and natural, combining the 
harmony and musicality of a superb tube amplifier 
with the accuracy and power distribution 
of modem transistor amplifiers.The perfect 
integrated amplifier?We think so! 

Basis 
The philosophies underlying Basis designs are 
sound principles of physics; provable concepts 
that result in  the most accurate replay of records 
possible. Did we mention that they look visually 
stunning? 

Kings Audio 
We are the south coast main dealer for this 
exciting new range of electrostatic speakers 
from Kings Audio. If you love full-range 
electrostatics you must audition these! 

Luxman 
A range of products are available and we just have 
to mention the L-509F Integrated model. 

Falling in love with the sound of the L-509F 
Integrated Amplifier is easy but leaving our place 
without one could prove rather more challenging! 

Music First 
David Price says,"The M F Audio pre is 
extremely open and sophisticated musical 
performer that betters a number of even 
more expensive designs. " We definitely agree! 

just a few of our latest 
used bargains • . .  

AJon Signature Speakers Q750 

Audio Artestry Dvorak Speakers £2500 

Audio reserch VT 1 50 Mono's Q995 

Audio Research VT200 £5995 

Audion Silver Knights with Border Patrol £ 1 800 

Bryston 7BST mono's QOOO 

Cadence Arca Speakers £2750 

Clear Audio master reference £5000 

Conrad Johnson Premier BA Mono £6500 
Krell FPB25M £4500 
Musical Fidelity CDPRE £ 1 000 

Nagra P-PL Pre £4500 
PMC BBS Speakers £5500 
Resolution Audio CDSS £ 1 200 
Ruark Accolade Speakers £850 
Sim Moon Eclipse £2700 

Sony SACD I £ 1 700 

Sound L.abA I speakers !fl:XXJ 
Tannoy Canterbury £499S 
10m Evans Gl't>CIW! £ 1000 
Transparent Ultra 8f't speaker cable £900 

Trading Pages [ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] 

HI-CAM 
WAS 

AUDIO ANALOUGUE PAGAN I N I  24/96 CO PLAYER MINT 900 
AUDIO ANALO U G U E  PAGGAN I N I  24/1 92 

ALP HASON AKROS 2 SPEAKER STANDS BOXED 60 
AUDIO ANALOG U E  BELLINI  PRE AMP MM/MC REMOTE 625 
ACOUSTICS ARTS POWER 1 INTERG RATED AMP 1 30WPC 3690 
AUDIO ANALOGUE ROSSI N I  V1 VALVE BASED CD PLAYER 

RUARK VITA 1 00 5 S U R R O U N D  SPEAKERS +ACTIVE SUB USED 1 499 
MONRIO MP1 MONOBLOCKS 

ACOUSTICS ARTS PRE AMP 1 INC RE MOTE CONTROL NEW 

AUDIO ANALOG UE PRIMO SETTANTA INT A M P  70 WPC 

MONRIO MC 207 INT AMP 80 WPC 

O P E RA OPER ETTA PLUS STANDS C H E R RY F I N I S H  

OPE REA CALLAS STAND M O U N T  MAHOGANY F I N I S H  

AUDIO ANALOGUE ARIA P H O N O  MM/MC 

MONRIO ASTY MK2 LINE INTEAG AATED AMP 

CLEAR AU D I O  SYMPHONO PHONO STAGE M/C 
ACOUSTICS ARTS DAG 1 32/384KHZ DIA CONVERTER 2900 
E X I M U S  S I  POWER AMP 200WPC RCA/XLR I N P U T  
ACOUSTICS A R T S  PLAYER 1 24196 2895 
AVI LAB S E R I E S  NEW POWER AMP 200WPC NEW 

AUDUSA E U P E N  POWER CABLES FULL RANGE 

AVI NEW LAB SERIES PAE AMP OPTIONAL PHONO/DAC 

AVI LAB S E R I E S  CD PLAYER S U P E R B  NEW 1 499 
K I M B E R KABLE HERO I MTR INTERCONNECT 1 30 
AVI LAB S E R I E S  INTERG RATED AMP 200 WPC NEW 1 599 

ACOUSTIC SOLID ROUND TURNTABLE 

AVI PAE AMP NEW 

AVI TRIOS LOUDSPEAKERS NEW 

AVI BRIOS LOUDSPEAKERS NEW 

BOSENDOFER AC7 LOUDSPEAKERS 
BOSENDOFE A VC7 LOUDSPEAKEAS FROM 
BLACK R H O D I U M  SYMPHONY 2 MTR PAIR 1 50 

ACOUSTIC SOLID O N E  TUR NTABLE 
M O N R I O  MP2 POWER AMP 1 35 WPC 1 095 
BLACK RHODIUM POLAR ORATO RIO 2 I MTR PR 

AVI N E UTRON 4 STAND MOUNT LOUDSPEAKERS NEW 

AVI 18 INCH PRO S U B  NEW 

CROFT DAKS H I N I  ALL VALVE POWER A M P  NEW 

CROFT G C I  INTERG RATED AMP 40WPC NEW 
NEW BLACK R H O D I U M  OCT HARMONY 2 I MTR P A  

ACOUSTIC SOLID ROYAL TURNTABLE 

NEW BLACK RHODIUM POLAR CONCERTO I MTR P R  

CLEAAAU DIO C H A M P I O N  TUR NTABLE 

ACOUSTIC SOLID SMALL WITH AB250 

C LEARAU DIO M I C RO BASIC PHONO STAGE M M/MC 

EAR 324 TRANSISTOR PREAMP NEW 

U N I SON RESEARCH UNICO DUAL MONO POWER AMP 2000 
EAR 834 INT AMP BOX E D  NEW 

TRESHOLD STASIS A 3 P R E  AMP 

EAR 834P MM/MC PHONOSTAG E  NEW 

B L U ENOTE STIBBERT VALVE CD PLAYER 

ROTEL RA 1 062 INT BOXED/AC AS NEW 690 
AVI DUO LOUDSPEAKERS NEW 

EAR HEADPHONE AMP HP4 NEW 
EAR 864 PRE AMP 1 850 
PATHOS CLASSI C  70 WPC 

S U G D E N  A2 1 A  CLASS A INT AMP P U RCHASE JAN 2006 800 
AVI LAB S E R I E S  DAB TUNER NEW 

U N ISON RESEARCH UNICO P INT AMP 

U N ISON RESEARCH U N I C O  INT AMP 80 WPC 

G RADO AS 1 HEADPHONES NEW 

LYRA TITAN MC CARTR I D G E  

A R C A M  62 CO PLAYER EXCELLENT CONDITION 400 
HALCRO MCA70 7 CHANNEL POWER AMP 
LYRA ARGO MC CARTRIDGE 690 
LYAA HEUKON MC CARTR I D G E  NEW 

LYRA H E L I KON SL MC CARTR I D G E  NEW 

LYRA DORIAN MC CARTR I D G E  NEW 

MICHELL H A  PSU DC MOTOR NEW 

EXIMUS O P 1  DAC/P RE 24/192 BALANC E D  CLASS A 4250 

M ICHELL GYRO SE/AB300 ARM 

M I CHELL ORBE SME BOARD NEW 

CLEARAU DIO BLUE MOTION T U R NTABLE 3YEAAS WARRANTY 

CLEARAU DIO EMOTION T U RNTABLE 3 YEARS WARRANTY 

M I C H E L L  TECNODEC WITH RB 300 ARM NEW 

GOLDRING GAi T U RNTABLE CW ARM AND M M  CARTR I D G E  

TRANSFIGU RATION ARIA MC CARTR I D G E  0 . 3 6  MV 

TRANSFIGU RATION TEMPER MC CARTR I D G E  0.38 MV 

CABASSE X05 5 WAY SPEAKER SYSTEM INC SUB opened box never used 895 
G RAAF G M  50 INTERG RATEO AMP 50WPC 

V I RTUAL DYNAMICS POWER 3 CABLE 6 FT LONG 

AUDIO ANALOGUE ARIA MM/MC PHONOSTAGE 
OPERA CALLAS SPEAKERS 1 695 
PATHOS CLASSI C  ONE INTEAG AATED AMP 70 WPC 

THRESHOLD STASIS 7 POWER AMP 

THRESHOLD S/7000E MONOBLOCKS 600WPC 

O R I G I N  LIVE ENCOUNTER TO N E  ARM 970 
O R I G I N  LIVE ILLUSTRIOUS TONE ARM NEW 1 570 
O R I G I N  LIVE R ESOLUTION TUR NTABLE NEW 1 970 
U N I SON RESEARCH SMART 845 MONOBLOCKS 

AACAM 65+1NTERG AATED AMP 400 
ARCAM P75 POWER AMP 375 

PSB ALPHA 6 ACTIVE SUBWOOFER AS NEW 500 

STANDS U N I Q U E  AV 1 S P EAKERS BEECH F I N I S H  AS NEW 399 
RUARK TALISMAN 1 1 1  LOUDSPEAKERS NATU RAL OAK 1 499 
TIVOLI MODEL DAB STEREO 

TIVOLI AUDIO MODEL THREE STEREO 

RUARK PROLOG UE 11 LOUDSPEAKERS NEW 1 250 
S E N N H E I S E A  AS85 W I R E LESS HEADPHONES NEW 

SME MODEL 10 T U R NTABLE NEW 
SME S E R I E S  IV ARM BOXED U N U S E D  1 1 26 
SME S E R I E S  V ARM NEVER USED M I N T  1 699 
SME 20/2A TUR NTABLE ING S E R I E S  V ARM 
W I R EWO RLD ECLIPSE REFFERENCE INT I MTR NEW 

W I R EWORLD ALANTIS 5 I MTR INTERCONN ECTS NEW 

SOUND ORGANISATION FULL RANGE 

W I R EWORLD EQUI NOX 5 FOR NAIM OWN E R S  D I N/DIN 
STAX SR 007+SAM007 EAASPEAKEAS NEW 

STAX SAS 2020 MK2 EARSPEAKERS NEW 

STAX SAS 4040 SYSTEM SIGNITURE 2 NEW 

S U M I KO BLAC K B I R D  MC CART R I D G E  NEW 

S U M I KO PEARL MM CARTR IDGE NEW 

S U M I KO BLUE POINT SPECIAL MC NEW 

W I A EWOALD SOLSTICE 5 I MTR INTERCONNECT NEW 

W I A EWOALD FULL RANGE OF AWARD W I N N I N G  CABLES 

K I M B E R KABLE THE REFERENCE I MTR INTERCONN ECT 1 65 
W I R EWOALD EQUI NOX 5 1 /2 METRE INTERCONN ECT 1 59 
RUARK SAB RE 1 1 1  STANDMOUNT SPEAKERS 899 
TAICHOAD D I N O  PSU NEW 

NEW TRICHORD DIABLO PHONO AMP M/MC INUNE PSU 

AS ABOVE WITH THE NEVER CONNECED PSU 

O E D  S1 DI SCSAVEA CONVERTS LINE LEVEL TO ACCEPT M M  

S H U R E  F U L L  RANGE 

BLACK RHODI U M  SUPER MAINS 13 1 . 25 MTAS NEW 45 
M I SSION RANGE OF SPEAKERS AVA I LABLE 

W I R EWORLD SOLSTICE 5 SPK CABLE AWARD W I N N E R  F R O M  £1 32 
W I R EWORLD EQUI NOX 5 I NTERCONNECT 1 MTR P R  

W I R EWORLD RAI NBOW 5 INTERCONNECT 

NOW 
395 

700 

30 

350 

3200 

700 

500 

950 

2350 

425 

725 

700 

1 09 5  

325 

425 

770 

2400 

2531 

2400 
1 649 
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1 499 

1 499 

70 

1 599 

1 595 

1 399 

3250 

4950 

4745 

5820 

70 

2825 

795 
697 
549 

4995 

3600 

1 250 

1 60 

6400 

225 

8 1 0  

1 270 

230 

2400 

1 395 

2440 

2750 

7 1 5  

3300 

395 

1 299 

2275 

1 575 

1 075 

600 

899 

675 

875 

600 

2695 

225 

5 1 00 

595 

1 1 45 

1 249 

495 

3 1 5  

3500 

1 1 28 

24 1 3  

695 

655 

700 

1 40 

690 

2250 

525 

3950 
1 25 

495 
1 295 

1 325 

5800 

4900PAIR 

895 

1 570 

1 800 

3750 

225 

200 

225 

200 

1 295 

299 

279 

750 

1 59 

2643 

1 000 
1 490 

5273 

499 

1 49 
POA 

1 09 

2495 

349 

995 

589 

65 

239 

69 

90 

1 20 

750 

299 

769 

1 242 

35 

POA 

30 
POA 

2 1 9  

1 49 

AGENTS FOR,EAR,TRICHORD, MICHELL, AVI, STAX, LAT, ELAC, RUARK, SME, BLACK RHODIUM, LYRA, 
SUMIKO, OED, GAM UT, ORIGIN LIVE ORELLE, WIREWORLD, TRANSFIGURATION, ACCUSTICS ARTS, 
HALCRO, CLEARAUDIO ALOIA, SHUN MOOK CROFT AUDIOVALVE VI RTUAL DYNAMICS THRESHOLD, 

ACOUSTIC SOLID, BOSENDORFEA, LG TVS, PHONE FOR BEST PRICES 

Open Mon-Sun 10am - Bpm VISA Switch - Mastercard 
For fu rther deta i l s :  Tel/Fax : 01 604 842379 

E-Mai l :  patrick @ h icam.co.uk Website : HICAM.CO. U K  
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d efi n i tive a u d i o  
Defi nitive Audio offers you a fresh and focused way of choosing a sophisticated 
sound for your home. Our service is bespoke, our phi losophy is u ni que and our 
reputatio n  peerless. The systems we create are i nfused with a n  elusive qual i ty 
that wi l l  expand your musical  horizons . We use a j u d icious selection of the 
world's most artful and ingenious creati ons,  inc luding the beautifu l ,  begu i l i n g  
L i v i n g  Voice loudspeakers from E n g l a n d  and K o n d o  KSL electronics from Japa n . 

Livi ng Voice IBX-R2 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items 

Voyd Reference tu rntable . Unique example of this benchmark design .  
Offered for sale on behalf of  the designer - never  previously sold . This 
turntable has a huge specification i ncluding , 30mm Lexan platter; massive 
Papst motor system ; extreme power supply; beautiful sati n rosewood pl inth .  
Sale includes AudioNote wired Helius Cyalene tonearm and ANUK 10-
l im i ted field coi l  cartridge with PSU ( 1 5  hours use). Comes with 
manufacturers warranty on turntable. 

Conrad Johnson Premier 140 - 2003 - very good condition 

Living Voice Avatar Mk1 loudspeaker - cherry 

Living Voice OBX-R2 loudspeaker - wa lnut  

Sugden Bijou phone amp - new 

Pathos 2 box pre-amp with remote control - spotless 

Audion Golden Night 300B monos - very good condition 

Unison Simply 845 beefcake integrated amp 

Cardas Neutral Reference speaker cable - 2 metres - very near ly new 

Cardas Neutral  Reference interconnect - 1 metre - very nearly new 

Border Patrol Control Unit 1 - l ine pre-amp 

Border Patrol Control Unit  2 - l i ne  pre-am p  

A rt  Audio PX25 - 5watts - Single ended flea power for the sensitive type 

Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck with RB300 & Living Voice Mystic Mat 

Helios Model 1 CD player 

Audio Note Japan M7 pre-amp - l ine only 

SJS Arcadia Model 2 l i ne  pre-amp - copper chassis - si lver wiring - v. good 

Musical Fidel ity Nu-Vista M3 CD player (200 1 )  - as new condition - boxed 

Musical Fidel ity Nu-Vista MC integrated amp (2000) - as new - boxed 

AVI S.2000 M1 integrated amp 

Border Patrol S.20 power amp - mahogany - nearly new 

Audio Mecca Meph isto CD transport 

Sugden Masterclass integrated amp 

Canary Audio 301 300B stereo push-pul l  power amp 

Canary Audio 303 [11 Ov] - new - fi l let mignon 

Audio Innovations Series 1 000 monos - fu l ly  serviced - class A classic 

AudioNote U K  CDT-Two 

B&W CDM 

Audio Innovations Series 500 i ntegrated - class ic - fu l ly  serviced 

Aloia pre-amp - very new - very good condit ion - beautiful ly  made - OK 

Te l :  0 1 1 5  973 3222 
Fax : 0 1 1 5  973 3666 

Sale 

£ 1 5000 

£4500 

£ 1 500 

£3400 

£400 

£ 1 700 

£ 1 750 

£2250 

£500 

£350 

£ 1 000 

£2000 

£3000 

£700 

£500 

£3000 

£750 

£ 1 600 

£ 1 600 

£400 

£5000 

£ 1 000 

£2200 

£3400 

£3800 

£900 

£ 1 400 

£250 

£800 

£900 

Internet: www. definitiveaudio. co. uk 
email: shout@definitiveaudio.co. uk 

New 

£7500 

£7500 

£2700 

£4400 

£600 

£3200 

£3750 

£780 

£500 

£ 1 700 

£3000 

£4000 

£ 1 1 00 

£ 1 300 

£2000 

£3000 

£3000 

£ 1 000 

£7000 

£2500 

£3300 

£5400 

£7200 

£2250 

£2800 



II 

ZU Loudspea kers 
We're big Ions of high 

sensitivity loudspeakers 
and all three models in the 

Zu range boost l O l dB .  

So, i f  you're fed up with 
mu�c that seems to be 

gasping for breath through 
complex cross-overs and 

deisel po1vered ampl ifiers, 
arrange to hear it 'easy'. 

But be prepared, 
the 'shock of the real' is 

like� to overturn al l your 
prfl(onceptions and cause 

you to re-evolute everything 
you've been led to believe 

about today's hype-fi. 

ACOUST I C  
S IGNATU RE 
Meticulous engineering, 
superb materia ls and 
massive construction 
offers doss leading 
performance with style. 
Our reference turntable. 

l i nes 

LUXMAN HO R N I N G  
The new luxmon l-509f integrated amp l ifier 
provides on  effortless l SOwpc of convincing 

musical contrasts with del ic ious subtlety. 

The L-509f is easily capable of driving some 
notoriously difficult speaker loads and with o 
very high qua l ity MJNMC phono-stoge we 
believe it's a lso someth ing of o bargain. 

Rear mou nted, 1 2" boss 
d rivers of our reference 
Horn ing Agothons del iver 
real boss and Lowther 
midrange plus Lotus hf 
d river offers valve amps 
a dream coup l i ng .  

ACOUSTIC ZEN Si lver Reference I nterconnect (£ 1 285) Mint 
ACOUSTIC ZEN Hologram Mk 2 l 2ft B i -wi res (£1 1 95) Mint 
ART AUDIO Diavolo 3008 Power amp l ifier New valves 
AUDI ON Si lver N ight I ntegrated (El34) amp l ifier New valves 
AUDIO NET Amp l Power amp (£3,000) Mint 
AUDIO I NNOVATIONS 500 I ntegrated amp New valves 
AUDIOSTATIC DCI Wing Loudspeakers (£5,000) Mint, boxed 
BAT VK-Si Pre-amp  (£3,495) Mint, boxed 
BAT VK- l 50SE Monob locks (£1 5,500) Mint, f l ight coses 
CARY 3008 SE Monoblocks Mi nt/boxed 
CARDAS Golden Reference 1 mtr RCA Superb 
C.A.T SU  U l timate Pre-amp + phono stage (£7000) Mnt, loo! 
CUSTOM DES IGN I con h i-fi rock (£599) Ex-dem, mint 
CONSONANCE Ref l . 2 Pre-amp (£2, 995) Ex-dem, mint 
CYRUS CD6 CD Player Mint 
DENON CD6000 OSE CD Player Mint, boxed 
DIAPASON KAR IS  Bookshelf Speakers Beautiful wa lnut, boxed 
G RAAF GM50B I nteg rated Amp. Mint, boxed 
HORNING Zeus (Cherry) Ex-dem Mint 
K IMBER Kobel Type Bog Spkr coble l .6mtr (£3,000) BooJ 
LINN SONDEK LPl 2 �rompolin) Nw Origin Liw Uhm DC motor 
and ow origin Lilll Conquerar onn . (Circa £4,500) Mint 
MELOS 402 Monoblocks (Circa £8,000) As new, boxed 
MYRIAD MPl  00/MA 1 20 Pre/power amps (B l ock) Mnt, loo! 
OR IG IN  LIVE Aurora t/t with Si lver Mk2 arm (£ 1 595) New 
RED ROSE Model 5 EL34 I nteg rated Amp (£5,000) Mint 
SHANL ING CD-T l OO CD Player Ex-dem, boxed 
SME IV Toneorm (Less than 12 h rs use) Mint, boxed 
SUMO Gold Valve Pre & 300B Push/Pu l l  monob locks Serviced 
TALON Raven Speakers. B locf/gl oss fin ish .  (£7,000) Mint 
TOWNSHEND lsoldo Spkr Cables - 3mtr banana Mint 
XTC CDTl LE CD Transport Remote control. As new, boxed 

www. a u d i o l i ncs . com 
GRANTHAM (A 1 )  L INCS 

£825 
£795 

£1 995 
£645 
£895 
£475 

£2995 
£1 595 
£7995 
£1 995 
£595 

£3995 
£350 

£1 995 
£525 
£ 125 
£595 

£2795 
£1 295 

£795 
£2,995 
£2895 

£695 
£1 295 
£1 895 
£1 295 
£895 

£1 995 
£2995 

£375 
£495 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY DAI LY EXPORT 
PART- EXCHANGE MOST CREDIT CARDS II 

Trading Pages [ 2nd Hand Hi·Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] 

BIG E.AR S .A LEL:>IO 
WE ACCEPT PAYPAL PAYMENTS and ALL CREDIT CARDS!! 

NAIM: FULL RANGE OF PRODUCTS INCLUDING ALL ACCESSORIES AND THEIR SUPERB CD RANGE!! 
UNIQUE BLA CKCAT PANTHER INTERCONNECTS, Cryogenically treated, fitted with 

'Eichmann Silver Bullet Plugs' £185 per metre pair 

SELECTED PRODUCTS FROM : AUDIO NOTE: ROKSAN: ISOBLUE: ATACAMA: AUDIO ANALOGUE: AUD/ON: BLACK CAT 

ELECTRON/CS: CARTRIDGE MAN: CONSONANCE VALVE EQUIPMENT: ETALON AUDIO: GOLDRING: GRAAF: GRAHAM SlEE: HADCOCK: 
HEART: MICHELL: MISSION: ORIGIN LIVE: ORTOFON: PATHOS ACOUSTICS: PROJECT: SHANLING: SME: TRIANGLE SPEAKERS: 
MONOPULSE LOUDSPEAKERS: UNISON RESEARCH: USHER LOUDSPEAKERS: MISSION SPEAKERS AND SURROUND SOUND SYSTEMS 

VALVE AM PS USHER X-7 1 9  sta ndmount speakers i nclud ing sta nds . . .  
AUDIO RESEARCH LS l S, boxed as  new . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 350 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £97S 
BEARD P3S MKI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  475 ETALON Su praton 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £920 
WORLD AUDIO EL34 AMP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £5SO ETALON Supratron 2 very natural sound . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 950 
AUDION El34 STEREO POWER AMP .. . .  . . . . . . . £899 NAIM Credo's in cherry beautiful, boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £77S 
AUD ION 3008 STEREO POWER AMP ex-dem [£2 1 50] . . . . .  KEF 105/2 REFERENCE LOUDSPEAKERS, darlek type . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1 7SO . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £450 
Black Cat E lectronics PX4 Valve, PAIR of MONO bloc's ... TOTEM MITES [£499] AS N EW, boxed . . . . . . . .  £32S 
[Lowthers!Tan noyl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1 8SO MONOPULSE 42A's seriously dynamic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 395 
B lack Cat E lectronics stunn ing Valve line stage/FET . .  ... . . QUAD ESLS7's black, serviced .. . .  . . .  fBSO 
Phonostage/PREAMP. . .  . . . . . .  £ 1 250 QUAD ESL 63 Speakers complete service by QUAD . . .  
Croft Super Micro tube phonolpre-amp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £275 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1 2SO 
Audion CD1 Valve pre-amp - classy sound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £32S QUAD ESL 63 Speakers completer service by ONE. . .  
ANTHEM Xl  EL 34 s ingle ended stereo valve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  USHER sta ndmounts S520'S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £285 
integrated ampl ifier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £52S CD PLAYERS BAT 3K1, hybrid, phono stage, boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1400 
MISTRAL 5881 push·pu l l 20 watt i ntegrated . . . . . . . . . .  f52S MARANTZ C D 1 7  MKl l [£8501 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £S9S 

Aud io Innovat ions fish-eye CD-TUNER boxed as new .. .  

TRANs1sToR cvRus o/.:0·1& ;;1X: ;; ��;;; ��ci ti;;�·ci : : : : : g;� 
ETALON Supramph remote, 40watts, s imply stunning 

£880 
H EART CD60000SE LE . . . . . . .  £750 

MVL A 1 i ntegrated, class A, 100 watts £450 
SHANLING SCD·T200C !N EW] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £21 50 

NAIM NAC42, mint . . .  
. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f l SO 
SHANLING CDT100 VALVE cd player, as new boxed .. .  . .  

NAIM NAC 42·5, as new, phono by-pass 
. .  ,:;;�d . . . . . . . . . 

£175 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . £ 1 650 

NAIM SNAPS, just serviced . .  
. .  . . . . . .  

£225 
Marantz CD6000 OSE as new boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . £ 1 7 5  

N A P  1 1 0  very n ice . . .  
. .  . .  

£225 
MYRAD CD10  boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £2 1 S  

MISTRAL integrated, black, warm but dynamic 
. . . .  

£225 MYRAD co2o boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £295 

CYRUS l good classic . . .  
. .  . .  

£9S  
DPA PDM l Series 2 DAC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 135  

L INX STRATOS VDH wi red pre-amp dua l-mono 
. . . . .  f275 CAIRN FOG 2 · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1 SOO 

QUAD 66 pre-amp with large console control .. :: : : :£425 LECTOR Tube CD Player CDP0.6T. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £950 

QUAD 99 two mono blocks, excel lent condition ... £725 TURNTABLES AND 
ACCESSORIES 

SPEAKERS THE ISOLATOR-unbel ievable resu lts ! !  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £85 
TAN NOY CORNER LANCASTERS 12" golds . . . . . . . . . . .  fl SOO ORIGIN LIVE S ILVER ARM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £599 
TAN NOY CANTER8URY's 12" si lvers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £3800 ORIGIN LIVE ENCOUNTER ARM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £970 
LOWTHER CORNER ACOUSTAS pm 7a's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £775 ORIGIN LIVE ILLUSTRIOUS ARM . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 570 

G E N EROUS PART EXCHANGE ON ALL EQUIPMENT-M AI L  ORDER ANYWHERE ! ! 

A U D I O  CABLES & ACCESSORIES-PHONO OR S P I N  DIN [ BOTH AS GOOD AS ANY ANYWH ERE AT ANY PRICE ! ! }  

MADE T O  ORDER"'*FEEL FR E E  T O  P H O N E  O R  E-MAI L FOR FRI E N D LY ADVI CE 

chrisbirchley@btinternet.com tel: 0 1 736 74042 1 mobile: 07947 678256 
website: vvvvvv. bigearsaudio . org . u k  updated daily 
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... what are you up for? 
Digital Amplifiers Speakers Analogue 

AH! Njoe TJC>eb 99 nr mini boxed 1 99 Audio Research VT100 Power, as new boxed 1 999 Acoustic Energy AE1 ex, new bass drivers 399 Ak::hemist Bragi Phooo stage dw Forsetli p/s 399 
Arcam CD82T as new 399 Audio Research SP10 Preamplifier, ex boxed Call Acoustic Energy AE1 M� vgc 449 Audio Research PH3SE, nr mini boxed 1 249 

Arcam C072T, black or silver 1 99 Acoustic Energy AE1 mk3 ex dem Call Chord Phono stage, ex boxed 999 

Arcam CD23T, nr mint boxed 549 
AVI S2000M Integrated fair 349 

Acoustic Energy AE2, ex black 799 Clearaudio Emotioo package, ex dem 499 

Arcam DV79 ns AVI 52000 Preamp vgc, extremely competent item 299 Acoustic Energy AE2, ex piano black, c/w stands 999 Densen DP Drive, ex boxed 199 

Arcam CD33T, nr mint boxed 649 AVI 52000 Monoblocks vgc, superb little monsters 599 ATC SCM20, Piano black, vgc, boxed stands 699 Electrocompanniet Phono stage, mm/me, Lynwood pfs 399 

Audio Analogue Maestro 1 92/24 ex dem Call AV! Lab Series integrated, phono stage, ex 1 1 99 AVI Positron, burr finish, ex 299 JBE SlateSeries 3/Missionn4 rare as. 349 

AVI Laboratory Series, ex boxed 999 Cairn Ezo Nanda pre and K1 monos new £4000, now 1 799 AVI NuNeutron IV ex, boxed cherry 399 Kinshaw Perception phonostage and pls 479 

AVI 2000 Reference CD player 479 Conrad Johnson Sonographe SA250 599 B&W CDM7NT, ex, boxed 749 Linn LP12, Lingo 2, Akito, Dynavector Dl/20, ex OOxed 1 499 

AVI 2000 DAC very rare off board unit 349 KEF Reference 1 .2 nr mint boxed 599 Linn lP12, Lingo, lttol< LVll, ful!y in blad< 1 1 99 

Cairn Ezo Fog with 'Soft' upsampling board 749 Creek 4330Mk2r Integrated, remote as new boxed 249 
Mirage FRx9, boxed in beech cJw actm subs, mega! 499 Linn LP1 21Valhalla!Akito 399 

Cyrus CDS, ex, boxed 549 Croft Linestage Preamp 499 Monitor Audio B 1 new boxed 79 Linn LP1 210l Advanced DC Kit Call 

Cyrus CD70, ex, OOxed 549 Cyrus XPA, ex OOxed 229 Monitor Audio B2 new boxed - 5 star buy at £200 only 1 29 Linn LP1 21Valhal1a, lttokLVll, K9 ex 799 

Harmon Kardon HD970 Call Cyrus Power, ex OOxed 249 Monitor Audio Radius 45 cube set of 5 new · save £200! 1 99 LW'ln lttok LV1 1 silver cJw K9, boxed, !he best we've seen 399 
Linn lnok 1 2" 999 Harmon Kardon DV22, New Call Cyrus 3 Integrated, ex boxed 1 79 Nbien NX6 Standmount ex 496 
Michell Odyssey limited edition Call Linn Genki, nr mint boxed 629 Proac Studio 125 549 

Marantz CD63KI Signature, ex remote 1 99 
Denon POA6600 Monobloc:ks, ex boxed 699 

QUAD ESL63 Floorstal'lder. Quad serviced 2005 REDUCED!!! 1 1 99 
MicheU Gyrodec ExJx>rtJRB3001Goldrir.g 1042 679 

Marantz CD17  Kl nr mint 499 DNM 3 Twin Preamp 599 QUAD 1 1 l  Standmount, boxed - REDUCED 249 
Michell Reference Hydraulic/Fluid arm 649 

Meridian 200 Transport, ex remote 299 Graa! WBT2 and 50/50 Pre/Power combo, ex boxed 1 249 QUAD 12L Standmount as new 400 Michell Orbe SE, NC power supply 1 599 

Micromega Stage 1 1 79 Ill MASO/MA 1 00/MA 1 00 Pre/Power x2 lovely combo 349 REL Stadium 3 Sub, ex 799 
Michell Orbe Full versioo, cancelled order Call 
Michel! Tecnodec ex dem 479 

Micromega T-<lrive and T-dac nr mint boxed 799 Linn Kaim (late) and LK100 pre JX>Wer, ex boxed Call Revolver R33 ex dem, well reviewed bargain 249 
Michell Tecnoarm latest spec 349 

Micromega Optic bargain intro to Micmmega 1 29 Linn Klout, great bargain upgrade from your LK140s etc 799 Revolver RW45 ex dem, well reviewed bargain 899 Michell lso/Hera 299 
Monarchy DIP vgc 1 49 

Lumley Reference 1 20 Monoblocks mega bargain at 1 499 
RuarkSabreex blad< 1 49 Mission n4 original arm 1 49 

Musical Fidelity X24K 249 Sonus Faber Concertino cJw stands 499 
Musical Fidelity XRay original 399 Meridian 555 pcwer 449 Tandberg Studio Monitor large! 399 

MAM Source heavyweight suspended deck 499 
Nottingham Analogue The Foot Tonearm 599 

Musical Fidelity XDACv3 ex boxed 349 Meridian 505 Moncttx:ks, ex boxed 899 Triangle Comete ES, ex dem 329 Oracle Delphi V, full version, turbo ps, as new 2999 
Musical Fidelity Kw SACD as new REDUCED TO 2699 Meridian 205 Monoblocks. ex 499 Usher Audio X719, ex dem 549 Origin live Ultra deck with off board pls SME cut 1 99 
NAIM CDX.2 nr mint bo:<ed stn 2 1 9x.xx 2099 Micromega Tempo 2 349 WAD KLS9 kij, professional CNC cabs 1 99 Origin live Aurora Gold ex dem 999 
NVA Transparent Statement, ex crated 1749 

Musical Fldelity X.200 Monol:*x:ks Call Wharledale Diamond series, various from just 49 Origin l..Jve Silver as new 429 
Proceed PDT2, nr mint boxed 699 Pink Triangle LPT/RB250, the best I've seen 379 
Roksan Caspian M series, ex dem 799 Musical Fidelity 3a PreamplP1 SO Power, ex 299 Systems/Misc Roksan Kandy, ex dem 449 Musical Fidelity MA-XSO Monoblocks 299 

Pink Triangle PT1 479 
Project Deb.JI 2 in yellow! marked 69 

Rotef RCD971 ex, remote 1 79 Musical Ftdelity Pre/Typhoon 299 Chord Solid RCA 1 m  49 Project Debut 3 in green! As new 69 
Shanling CDT300UK rare hd edition! as new Call NAIM 72/180 pre/power combo 999 Chord Cobra 3 RCA 1 m 4-0 Projea APM9X NEW, SAVE £300 799 
Sooy CDP333ES cute toploader 329 

NAIM 92/90 pre/power combo, ex boxed 399 
Chord Chameleon Silver Plus RCA 1 m  BO Project Tube Box, ex 1 99 

Sony SCDmES, ex boxed 999 
479 

Chord Chorus RCA 1 m 1 60 Project Phonobox SE 49 
TAG Mclaren DPA32r with DAB tuner mcxlule 999 Primare A20 mk2, nr mint integrated Cyrus • PSXR, ex boxed from 229 Rega Planar 3/RB300, late silver model 249 
TEAC T1 Campaign Audio Desfgn cable 399 Quad so Monoblodcs 299 JPW 204/200/208 - 5 . 1  Speakers ex display as new 399 Rega Planar 3/RB300, vgc 1 79 
TEAC DVSOS new, full warranty, THE BEST! 3399 Quad 34 Preamp and 306 Power amp, each from 1 49 H Kardon 970 cd/amp (see HFN review) free DAB tuner 649 Ao1� A0970 79 
TEAC Dl/20 new, the best at its price 1 49 Quad 44 Preamp, 405 and 40512 Power amps from 179 H Kardon AVR135/DV22 new, save loads 399 Graham Slee Reflex, customer return Call 
Wadia 302 as new boxed 2599 Quad n Integrated ex with n system remote 349 lsotek Minisub, ex boxed 329 SME 3 boxed 249 

Quad 606, 606mk2 and 707 Power, each from 379 
lsotek Nova, cancelled order 1249 Technics Sl1 1 0 vgc 179 

Radio and recorders Monitor Audio Sound Deck new 1 99 Thorens TD 1 60b boxed 199 
Quad 909 SEALED BOX 749 Musical Fidelity XCanv3 1 99 Thorens TD1 25/SME3009 349 

Arcam T61 nr mini boxed 159 Roksan Kandy 3 integrated ex dem, full warranty 449 Nairn Hicap in oiive 549 Thorens TD1 60blMB)Ware vgc 249 
AVI S2000 Tuner vgc 299 Roksan Caspian M Series Pre1Monos 5 Star rated at £3499 C�I Nordost Blue Heaven XLR 0.6m 1 49 Townshend Rock ReferenceJE.xcalibur 1 449 
Harman Kardon TU970 DAB/FM New, save loads 1 99 Rotel RC995 superb preamp with system remote 299 Pure Elan portable DAB, new 59 Townsheod Elite Rod<. Mk2/Mission n4LC 499 
Marantz ST 4000 ex 79 

Spectral DMA90, 2 of with dedicated MIT cables (new £1 2k) 4999 
OED Silver Anniversary 3/m Transcriptors SkeletooJ\.lestigal 799 

Nakamichi CD2 ex 1 99 
Sugden A21 SE, as new in titanium 1 1 99 

OED Profile 4x4 Sim Transcriptors Hydraulic Reference 649 
Pure 701 ES ex boxed 69 QUAD 34/306 Pre/Power, nr mint grey 349 Transcriptors Saturn,vgc 349 
Quad FM2 the great hybrid, Quad serviced 2005 149 Unison Research Mystery One Preamp · BARGAIN! 549 TEAC A1/D1/T1 · Amp/CD!Tuner 449 Trichord Dino ex boxed 1 99 
Quad FM4 ex boxed 1 99 Unison Research SS Integrated 899 TEAC Dl/200 DVD player and AG70 6.1  amp x/d save £ 1 50 329 Wilson Benesch Act/Act 2 arm ex 2499 

Tel 0845 601 9390 lo-ca l l ,  or emai l  choice@2ndhandhif i .co .uk 

Qual ity h ifi eq uipment always req u i red for cash . . .  Cal l  us before you trade in . . .  Commission Sales too 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CA LL TO SPEA K TO A REA L PERSON TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 1 0 TO 5-/SH 

turntableworld! 
O u r  Dern fac i l i t ies offe r a wide select ion of a l l  types of analog u e  eq u i pment from al l  the best brands inc lud ing . . .  

Aesthet ix,  Cl earaud io ,  Decent Au dio ,  Dynavector, Tom Evans,  G o l d r i n g ,  G rado, Hadcock, Lyra, Miche l l ,  Mot h ,  

Notti n g h a m  Analog u e ,  Or ig i n  Live, Ortofo n ,  Project, Roksan , G raham Slee,  S h u re ,  S M E ,  S u m i ko, Transf i g u rat ion , 
Tr ichord ,  Whest Aud i o  and Wi lson Benesch 

. . .  there is no better analogue decision 
turntab/ewor/d/ i s  at 30b Larchf i e l d  St ,  Dar l i ngto n D L3 ?TE .  

Te l 0 1 325 24 1 888 o r  emai l cho ice @ t u r ntab lewo r l d . co. u k  
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READER CLASSIFIE.D I 
I Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 

best free private ads service for second hand ,h i-fi. These pages 
a must-read if you're th i n ki n g  about buyi ng used kit, and if you 
want to sel l  someth ing it's defi n itely the p lace to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - s imp ly submit your�ad of u p  to 30 words, 

FOR SALE 
AMPHION LENON l oudspeakers 
i n  b i rch .  One yea r  o ld ,  m i nt 
co nd it ion ,  ( £2 ,SOO) f l ,2 SO.  See 
www.a mph ion .fi fo r deta i ls .  
0 1 633 4401 90 (South Wa les) .  
ARCAM 75P plus power a m p, 
s i l ve r, ( £390 )  E 1 69 .  M i ss ion  
780SE stand mou nt spea kers 
beech, ( £350 )  £ 1 69.  Denon 
DM30 remote, £90, a l l  boxed, 
m i nt. 011 S 960 3 934 (Notts) .  
ARCAM ALPHA 8 CD p l ayer, 
i n struct io ns, boxed ,  m i nt, ( f4SO) 
£ l 3 0ono .  Before 1 1  a m  02476 
3 1 9920  afte r 11 JOam 02476 
842793 Trevor (Warks). 
ARCAM AVR300 si lver, m i nt 
cond it ion ,  boxed, ESSO.  Matt 
0 1 1 7 9  S 60360 ( B risto l )  
AU DIO RESEARCH LS7 

prea mp. As new cond it ion ,  boxed, 
c lass ic ARC styl i n g .  Comes with 
Russ And rews Oak Cone Feet a nd  
power cord, ( f l ,600) £700. 
E n q u i ries to Terry 0 1 376 349 2 1 0  
even i ngs ( Essex). 
AU DION ET ART V2 CD p l ayer, 
e i g ht months o ld .  Stu n n i n g  
sou nd ,  boxed with manua l s, 
( £ 2 ,SOO) f l ,69S .  Chord 3300 
i nteg rated amp, si lver with 
i nteg ra l egs, ( £6,000) E3 ,29S ,  
i m macu late, l ooks  fa ntastic. Matt 
Ol S34 768S83 ( Jersey). 
AU RA VA100 amp, £ 1 20.  
Ma ra ntz CD6000 Kl S ig natu re 
CD p l aye r, E l  SO with boxes and  
i n struct ions .  Carr iage, £ 10  pe r  
item .  07 790 767067 ( N  I re l a nd )  
AVI TRIO f loorsta nd i n g  spea kers, 
cherry col ou r, a l most new 
cond it ion ,  seri a l  n u m ber  nr 1 3 -07, 
comp l ete with or ig i n a l  boxes a n d  
g u a rantee, a l l  pe rfect for o n l y  
£2 ,000. U K  tra nsport from Ita ly 
not i nc l uded .  P lease ca l l  for 
deta i l s  - Ita ly +0039-02-
2 1 S0930 o r  ema i l  
fedepenzo@hotma i l .com ( I ta ly) . 

I 

BRYSTON 48ST 2 SOW power 
amp l if ier, b l ack, rack h and l es, l S 
yea rs wa rra nty rem a i n i ng .  
Abso l ute ly perfect, ori g i n a l  
packag i n g ,  manua l  a nd  test 
sheet, f9SO.  Ca n demo.  0 1 2 23  
204934 days 01 487 840659 
eves (Cam bs). 
CASTLE S2 DELUX, Yew, m i nt, 
f62S . DNM Reson speaker ca b le ,  
4x3 metres with DNM p lugs £SO .  
Chord Ch rysa l i s  i ntercon nect £20.  
Terry 01706 52 1 863 ( La nes) . 
CHORD SPM 1 400E (two of), 
b l ack, 480W/8oh ms, E6 ,9SO. 
Aud i o  Synthes is DAX D i screte 
va r i ab le  DAC, f2 ,7 SO, both 2-3 
yea rs o ld .  Arca m FMJ DV29A 
DVD p l ayer, s i lver, f ive months 
o ld , f l ,000. Al l  m i nt, I a n  07941 
4243 2 2  or  ema i l  i d b ru nt@f2 s. 
corn (Wa rwicks h i re) .  
CYRUS CDBX f6SO. 8vs amp  
f49S . Sma rtPowe r amp, f4SO. 
Two PSXRs, f 22S  each. Mon itor 
Aud io G R60 spea kers, f l , 27S  
a l so Rega  PS tu rnta b le ,  f42 S .  Al l 
as new and  boxed 0 1 9 1  276 
1 682  o r  0776 1  2 S9403 (Tyne 
and  Wea r) .  
CYRUS MONO X l SOw 
monob lock a m ps in as new 
cond it ion ,  smooth b lack fi n ish ,  
boxed w i th  i n struct ions and 
power leads as new, f l , 700. Ca l l  
fo r more i n fo 0796 1  4S42 29  
( Doncaster). 
CYRUS PRE X VS prea m p  a nd  
PSX-R powe r s upp ly. S i x  months 
o ld ,  boxed with g ua ra ntee, 
( f l ,500)  E600ono. 07766 
41 S3 2 S  or 02476 66787 7 
(Coventry). 
DALi SU ITE 7.1 AV spea kers -
2 .8  fronts, C0.8 centre, R0.8 and  
R0 . 7  rea rs/su rround ,  S 1 . 2 sub ,  
b ra n d  new, ( £2 ,800) wi l l  accept 
f l ,400ono. 07 764 600S46 
(No rth East) 

rememberi ng to i nclude you r  na me, phone n u m ber and horne town 
or cou nty. The s implest way to send you r  ad is via ema i l  -.�end 

·
fo: · 

dan.george@futurenet.co.uk. Or mai l  to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi 
Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London lllWl 
6NW. Please note that this service is open to p rivate ?dve.rtisers on ly. 

-

DENON DVD-2 900 u n ive rsa l 
p l ayer, go l d  fi n i sh ,  manua l s  a n d  
remote ( not boxed ) m i nt 
cond it ion ,  g reat performer, 
f330ono.  07967 02S990 
(No rfo l k) .  
DYNAVECTOR DVl OXS MC 
ca rtri dge .  A su perb, rea l -wor ld ,  
movi ng co i l  ca rtridge ,  a bsol utely 
u n used, ( E2SO )  £200. Th ie rry, 
even i ngs 07905 30371 8 
( London ) .  
ELECTROCOMPANI ET  4.7 p re 
a nd  AW 1 2 0  power amp, comes 
with ba l a nced leads, phono 
ada ptors, manua ls, boxes, m i nt 
cond it ion ,  ( £4,3 3 5 )  f l ,89S .  Se l l  
prea mp sepa rately, b u t  not power. 
Go i ng  mu lt ichanne l  0 1 6 1  682 
841 8 (Ma nchester). 
EPOS MS l oudspea kers in l i g ht 
cherry rea l  wood. Abso l ute ly 
pr isti ne  with o ri g i n a l  box, 
packag i n g  and  i n struct ions .  S ix 
months o ld ,  ( E3 SO) £220. ST3 S 
sta nds i n  b l ack, pu rpose made for 
MS ,  ( £99 )  £60. N i ck 07802 
202469 (Wa rwicks h i re) .  
EPOS spea kers - MS ,  £2 60. 
E LS3 ,  £ 1 3 0. Both l i g ht cherry, 
exce l lent as new cond it ion ,  pa i r  of 
ded i cated Epos ST3 S sta nds ,  £60. 
Arca m Alpha 7SE COP, f9S. 
Arca m T61 Tu ne r, £ 1 1 0. 0 1 3 2 3  
4862 1 6 ( E .  Sussex) 1::1 

BUYING TIPS 

WANTED 
ARCAM ALPHA 10 tuner must 
be in good cond ition. Ka rl 01 942 

234927 or ema i l  
karl 1 3 8ufft@msn.com (Wigan) . 
B&W NAUTI LUS HTM l centre 
speaker, any fi n ish considered, 
d isconti nued model requ i red 
01782 2 5 6087 (Stoke-on-Trent) 
DENON AU320 MC transformer. 
01 942 891 741 (Wigan) . 
GOODMANS MAGISTER Wi l l  
pay good price, but  must be 
work ing. 0 1 2 8 0  860221  (Bucks). 
MAGNUM DYNALAB tuner 
M D  1 02 and remote 0 1 3 03 

5 2 3 553 or 07821 863950 

( Devon) .  

MARANT2 DR4050/ DR6000 

p layer/recorder in black. Must be 
in perfect work ing order. 01 S94 
8601 65 or ema i l  jeremy. 
fri a r@g louceste rsh i re.co. u k 
eveni ngs ( Lydney). 
MUSICAL FI DELITY A308CR 

power amp. 01 1 5  9 1 2 6424 (Notts) 
SONY CDP-555ES CD Player 
G len. + 6 1 2  9808 2482 or emai l  
g rmsyd@yahoo.com.au (Austra l ia ) .  
YAMAHA CA 1 000/ CA400 

amp l ifier. Also early Sugden Class 
A amp any cond ition. M i ke 0 1 7 7 2  

632082 ( Lanes). 

Buy ing second -hand  ca n be a g reat way to p ick up a ba rga i n .  A former ly 
expens ive second -hand  component m i g ht we l l  p rove a bette r l ong-term 
bet tha n a b rand -new p rod uct if the pr ice is r ig ht. 

Do some resea rch on  wh i ch  b rands  have a good se rvi ce back-up ,  so if 
someth i n g  does go  wrong ,  you ca n get it fixed .  U n l ess you p u rchase 
from a dea le r, you ' re u n l i ke ly  to get a ny wa rra nty, so it's u p  to you to 
ensu re the fitness of any gear  that you buy. 

Usua l ly, spea kers shou l d  be l ess p rone to brea kdown than  a m ps, a n d  
amps s hou l d  be more rel i a b l e  t han  CD p l ayers. B u t  any a bused 
component cou l d  be troub l e  - have a p roper  dem, and j udge  the se l l e r  
as we l l  as  the good s !  
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FOR SALE 
CJ EXPOSURE XXV RC 

i nteg rated a m p, £300. Exce l lent 
cond it ion p l u s  ori g i n a l  packag i n g  
(ca n demo). Fou r  metres Aud io  
Quest b i -w i re a n d  p l u gs, E50 .  
Steve 0 1482  887409 (Bever l ey). 
LEXICON MCl p rocessor h i -fi 
a n d  home c i nema barga i n ,  
( E 5 ,500) E l .495 .  KEF  Reference 
2 spea kers i n  b l ack, exce l l ent  
sou nd and  i dea l  for the typ ica l  
U K  l o unge, E750. 020 8205 
471 0 ( London )  
LINN GENKI CD p l ayer, b l ack, 
ex-demo, manua l ,  lead and  
boxed. W i l l  g ive demo, exce l l e nt 
cond it ion and a fa bu l ous  
mach i ne ,  ba rga i n  at j u st 
E550ono .  0 1 384  41 1 9 1 4  (West 
M i d l a nds) .  
LINN SONDEK LP1 2 N i rva na/ 
Va l h a l l a/Bas i k  LVX, wa l n ut, 25 
yea rs o l d  but m i nt, recent service 
and l itt l e  used . Dynavecto r 4x 
h i g h-output movi ng co i l  
ca rtri dge ,  E450. 0 1 2 1  449 55 1 5 
(WM ids) 
LINN SYSTEM Ka r i k  CD, 
N u mer i k  D/ A converter, Ka i rn 
p ro p rea m p, Kudos tune r, fou r  
LK- 1 00 power amp l if iers, pa i r  of 
Kelt i k l oudspea ke rs in rosewood, 
24 Li n n  K400 speaker  ca b l es. 
M i nt con d it ion ,  to se l l  as a 
comp l ete system .  Demo welcome. 
Seri a l  n u m bers ava i l a b le .  B uyer to 
co l l ect, E4.7 50. 0 1 2 1  240 8443 
(West M i d l a nds) .  

---·· 

LOTH-X AMAZE h i g h  sens it ivity 
bookshe l f  l oudspea kers with 
sta nds, cherry fi n i sh ,  E320 .  
020 8572  2 504 (M i ddx) 
LS3/ SA FO U N DATION 

Des i gne r  l oudspea ker  sta nds  i n  
b l ack. 23 . 5 "  ta l l ,  ve ry heavy, E70.  
0 1 502 5 1 8938  (Suffo l k). 
MARANT2 CD63 MKll  Kl SIG 

CD p layer in exce l l ent cond i t ion .  
Boxed with i n structi ons and 
remote, l ate 1 999  u n it, E l 80 
(cash p l ease) 0 1 1 5  9 2 68 1 7 7  
( Notts). 
MARANT2 PM 7200KI a m p, 
go ld ,  boxed ,  remote, certifi cate 
etc. U nma rked as new, £285 . 
Ma ra ntz CD7300 CD p layer, go ld ,  
u n ma rked as new etc, E l 99 i n c. 
q u a l ity i nte rcon nect QED  s i lve r 
a n n iversa ry spea ker  ca b l e  3 m  
pa i r, a s  new, E l O . M i che l l  go l d  
banana  p l u gs, ( E 1 3 )  ES per set 
01 766 7 8 1 2 1 1  (Wa l es) 
M EADOWLARK SH EARWATER 

Hotrod loudspeakers, rosewood 
fi n ish ,  E750. Aud io  Synthes is 
Des i re Decade  power amp l i f ier, 
boxed ,  E7 50 .  Both items as new, 
J i m  020 735 1  8669 or 07 7 3 6  
3 3 9 1 94 even i ng s  a nd  weekends 
( London )  
M ERI DIAN 2 0 3  B itstream CD 
converto r E95 .  Ta n noy FX 5 . 1  
home c i nema spea kers i n  s i l ve r, 
boxed ,  EBO. M iss i on  M70 active 
sub ,  m i nt cond it ion ,  boxed E90. 
M i ss ion  MSO speaker, boxed, 

� - -. ...... -

- - � ' 

- • - ., 'SI 
Above: Marantz CD-63 MkII Kl Signature 

£85 .  M i cromega Stage One  CD, 
E50. Ca l l  fo r more i n fo 07967 
91 2457 ( East Yorks h i re) .  
MERI DIAN SOO CD tra nsport, 
E300. Aud io  Synthes is Pass ion  
U l t imate, E400. Boston Acoust ics 
m i cro 90sat (front), 90c (centre), 
VRS ( rea r), REL Q l 50E ,  wa l l  
brackets, h a rd l y  used, ( E l , 275 )  
E400. Al l boxed ,  Bob 0 1892  
580945 ( Kent) . 
MICROM EGA STAGE 3 

bitstream CD p l ayer, ( E l ,000) 
E400. Mus i ca l  F ide l ity E l OO 70W 
i ntegrated amp, ( £700) E275 .  
Both w i th  remote, m i nt, boxed 
a nd  v i rtu a l ly u n used. New/ 
u n u sed, boxed Mord a u nt Short 
MS20 i  Pea r l SE speakers, ( £2 1 0) 
E l OO and Au ra Tu ne r, ( £3 00) 
£ 1 00 . R i cha rd 01372 743 8 64 or 
07 7 7 5  758924 o r  ema i l  
rrayment@gsw-w.com ( E psom) .  
NAI M 11 2X/ l SOX on ly  two 
months o l d ,  E l .OOO. Meri d i a n  
506 CD 1 6-b it, E 250 .  Dyn a u d io 
50 spea kers, E l  SO. A l l  m i nt 
cond it ion ,  boxed 0 1 865  89093 6 
after 7pm (Oxford) 
NAIM CDS su perb p l ayer, 
fa ntastic sou nd ,  as new cond it ion ,  
boxed with remote, i nte rcon nect 
etc. Seri a l  1 70xxx, bu i l t  at the end  
of 2000 .  H appy to  demonstrate, 
E595  ono .  Ad r ian  or Ma rt i n  
07973 3 5 8 2 2 0  ( London ) .  
N A I M  CDX2 CD p l ayer, 20  
months  o l d ,  absol ute ly m i nt 
cond it ion ,  boxed and  supp l ied 
with remote, t ra nsit screw a nd  
con nector l e a d ,  £ 1 ,975 .  Ca l l  fo r 
more i n fo Andy 07 7 17  202469 
( Le i ceste rs h i re) .  
NAIM NAC82 ( i ncl NAPSC), 
E l ,2 50  NAP250,  E800, H I -CAP, 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  a{: HOW TO SUBMIT YOU R  FREE ADVERTISEMENT 
To s u b m it you r  advert to us  i nsta ntly p lease e m a i l  d a n.george@futu renet.co .uk  or  a l ternatively, use the posta l form 

be low. Please l i m it ads to a maxi m u m  of 30 words, ensur ing  a l l  deta i l s, model  na mes etc a re correctly stated. K ind ly  

a l so i n c l u d e  you r  te lephone n u m ber  a n d  home town or cou nty. We regret that we ca n n ot ta ke adverts over the phon e. 

N a m e  _____________ � Advertisement __________ _ 

Add ress --------------

Dayti me tel e p h o n e  

Date ______________ _ 

Please i n se rt my advert for: D 1 i ssue 

PLEASE SEND YOU R  ADVERTISEM ENT TO: 

Reader  Classif ied,  Hi-Fi Choice, Futu re P u b l i s h i ng ,  2 B a l co m be Street, Lo ndon  N W l  6 N W. 

8 >llOND Hl\ND BUYLH rune 200& 

£3 00. A l l  exce l l ent  with boxes. 
And rew 01 509 2 60537 ( Le i cs) 
PIONEER PDR609 CD recorder, 
( E280)  E l OO. I nc l udes free QED  
SR75  d i g ita l ca b l e  (worth ESO) .  
Both boxed and perfect. Lee 
0 1 384 41 2234  (West M i d l a nds) .  
PMC FBl f loorsta nders (che rry) 
upg raded to + by Aud io  
Exce l l ence. Some ma rks but  with 
boxes, E750. Townshend l so lda 
(cryogen i c) 3m spea ker ca b le ,  
E200.  Chord Chorus 1 m ,  E l OO. 
01495 752 200 (South Wa les) . 
PMC MB2 in oak plus sta nds ,  
( £8 ,750)  E4, 750  fo r the pa i r. Pa i r  
B ryston 4 BST a nd  pa i r  7 BST, 
( E3 ,000) E l , 2 50  each amp. Pa i r  
P M C  XBD2A B lack, ( £3 , 250 )  
£ 1 ,600 each .  ema i l :  
nmfra nc is@bti nternet.com 
ROKSAN M SERI ES-1 prea mp,  
power amps, b l ack, boxed, m i nt, 
j u st th ree months o l d ,  ( E2 .7 50)  
£2 , 1 00. 07891 533084 (Wa l es) 
REGA J U RA spea kers, natu ra l  
a s h  fi n ish ,  vgc, t h ree yea rs o l d ,  
E275ono .  020 7546 6696 or  
07787 551439 (London)  
SON I LI N K  CLASSIC SERIES 

A 15 i nteg rated a m pl i fi e r, 5 - p i n  
con nect ions ,  free D IN  to  phono  
ca b le  s upp l ied ,  £40. 3 m  pa i r  
S up ra 4 . 0  spea ker ca b les, E 2 5 .  
(01 543 2 5 8 6 1 7 )  (Cannock) 
SONY XA3000ES SACD b l ack, 
s ix months old, ori g i n a l  box, 
manua l  a n d  remote, as new ca n 
demo,  ( £800) E350 .  0 1 302  
538027  (South Yorks h i re) .  
STANDS UNIQUE cherry with 
isolat ion p l atform,  vgc, £ 1 50.  
E l ectrofl u i d i cs 20/20, 2x2 m,  
E50 .  Tri chord Pu l sewi re O .Sm,  vgc 
E50 .  Va n Den Hu i  TH E F I RST 1 m ,  
term i nated one  end ,  £50 .  
Ataca ma 24"  sta nds, £25 .  J i m  
0793 2 734950 ( Kent) . 
TARGET TT2 fou r  shelf rack, E45. 
Ta rget wa l l  mou nted s i ng l e  she l f, 
£ 25 .  Denon DRM5 1 0 cassette 
deck with manua l ,  exce l l ent 
cond it ion ,  £25.  John 01 943 
463 5 1 0  (West Yorksh i re )  
TRIANGLE ZEPHYR 

f loorsta nde rs, vgc, one owner, 
f l l Oono.  NAD 304 a mp, £50.  
0 1 691  6 1 0589 (Sh rops h i re) .  
YAMAHA DSP630SE home 
c inema AV amp l if ier. B l ack, 
exce l l ent  cond it ion ,  boxed with 
manua l ,  E50ono. J o h n  07050 
295295  ( Liverpoo l ) .  



The new Artiku lat Loudspeaker System .  Gorgeous . 

- L i n n  P rod u cts L i m ited . 
For more i n fo rmat ion or a demon strat ion  cal l  osoo 888 909 WWW. I i  n n .  C 0 .  U k  L I N N 
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