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As y»u ’ll no doubt have gathered from our gilded 
cover, this is a very special edition of Hi-Fi Choice. 

' J It’s special because it contains The Hi-Fi Awards 

2006 - the only annual awards to focus solely on 
high-performance audio replay across a multitude 

of price points, from the best budget kit to the true high end. It is also 
the only such awards with a shortlist derived from Hi-Fi Choice’s 
rigorous test programme, and compiled via democratic vote by our 
highly experienced team of reviewers - so these really are the awards 
you can trust. Quite simply, if you’re thinking about buying a hi-fi 
component in 2006/2007, this is one issue you really shouldn’t miss.

Of course, you should never buy a component based solely on the 
recommendation of a magazine - even one as highly regarded as Hi-Fi 
Choice. Instead, use our recommendations to make a shortlist and 
then take the time to audition the equipment thoroughly at a reputable 
dealer, using your own discs. Only then can you be sure you’ve made 
the right decision.

Our job at Hi-Fi Choice is to guide you in the right direction, and our 
impartial, in-depth tests ensure we give you the most reliable advice 
around. So, peruse The Hi-Fi Awards2006(from p30) at your leisure - 
we hope you find them useful. But before you do, why not check 
out our regular mix of news, views and in-depth component reviews, 
gathered elsewhere in this issue. Until next time, happy listening!

WHY WE'RE N0.1 FOR HI-FI...
• Since 197 5, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 

no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

• We now publish 13 issues a year, including two special editions: 
The Collection, an issue dedicated to the finest high-end 
components, and The Hi-Fi Awards - the most important annual 
awards in the hi-fi calendar.

• Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, interviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers from the UK and around the world.

• We only review the most interesting and worthy new hi-fi 
components - high-performance audio products across a wide 
range of price points. We obtain more genuine hi-fi exclusives 
than any other magazine - if it's worthy of your attention, you'll 
read about it first in Hi-Fi Choice_

• Our tests are the most rigorous in the business, conducted by the 
UK's most experienced team of hi-fi reviewers.

• Alongside in-depth component reviews and accessory round-ups, 
every regular issue of Hi-Fi Choice features an Ultimate Group 
Test on a core hi-fi product category - from source components to 
amps and speakers.

• Each Ultimate Group Test is conducted using a uniquely thorough 
three-step test regime. This consists of carefully controlled 'blind' and 
sighted listening sessions, a full set of laboratory tests and extended 
'hands on' testing by the primary reviewer. No other magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensure accurate comparative reviews.

• Components that best meet our exacting standards are listed 
in the Buyer's Bible section - the world's most reliable reference 
guide for the hi-fi buyer.

• That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home
Beautiful in-house----------  
photography, so you see 
the product in all its glory

Cherry-picked kit - only— 
the most worthy 
components make it into 
Hi-Fi Choice

Comprehensive in-depth 
reviews - we give you the- 
full story

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside-----------------------------

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information--------------------

Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a produci•- -

Tim Bowern Editor

DAVID VIVIAN
An AhtryJ Anro yp 
journalist, David's sharp 
ears and equally sharp 
powers of description 
are a valuable mix for 
HFC. He also writes 
about cars, but who 
needs the latest Lotus 
when you've got the 
finest hi-fi to test drive.

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional 
musician, recording 
engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot. He has 
a knack for writing 
about complicated 
subjects in a readable 
way - and he only 
writes for HFC.

JASON KENNEDY
Jason previously edited 
HFC. but can now be 
found in the wilds of 
Sussex indulging 
himself with the very 
best hi-fi money can 
buy. His own system is 
simply sensational and 
his love of music knows 
no bounds.

PAUL MESSENGER 
A former HFC editor-, 
Paul has been writing 
about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for nearly 30 
years. In that time he 
has become one of the 
world's most respected 
scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

ALAN SIRCOM
Alan began is 
journalistic career in the 
early 1990s. Now a 
successful freelancer 
you too can benefit 
from his extensive hi-fi 
knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to 
the latest multichannel 
gear... and beyond.

DAN GEORGE
Dan is a hi-fi nut whose 
dream came true when 
he became HFCs 
reviews editor Armed 
with a bristling contacts 
book and a pair of 
razor-sharp ears, he 
ensures that only 
interesting products 
make it into HFC.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In 
that time he has 
contributed his 
encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost 
every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides).

MALCOLM 
STEWARD
Former editor of Hi-Fi 
Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the 
best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of 
the 1980s and 1990s. 
He currently edits hi-fi 
industry bible The 
British Audio Journal.

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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TRUST YOUR SENSES

BLIND FAITH

"Superb value for dollar, rich and full sound at lower volume 
levels, engaging detail and musicality,"

Stereophile

"There is much to like about this speaker, most obviously its 
impressive suppression of cabinet coloations, but also in the 
high-class drive unit technology it employs."

Hifi Choice

"Indeed a terrific loudspeaker...somewhat more “joyful” than its 
little brother (MS4), yet unmistakably superior."
"In terms of measured performance an almost perfect transducer.”

Stereo

IN ADMIRATION OF MUSIC

DALI UK +44 (0)845 644 3537 ■ DALI USA +1 360 733 4446 ■ DALI Deutschland +49 (0)6028 4390 ■ DALI Denmark +45 9672 1155



www.dali.dk
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State of the F
Technology

Musical Masterpiecesl

w

" ... Wow. Find wow again. Together, the Crystal Cable Reference IC's ond speaker 
transmitted my Integris CDP's extraordinary resolution to perfection. 1 don't think j 
ora overstatement..."
Mik® Stlvem:m. !Jlm:.1Fi!Jucftr..com Moy 2006

"... witri the Uttro'; J con easily listen 6dB Jower without reeling that I'm giving up any 
de toil or Fullness... “
Srojon Sbasn. 6moons.com. June e06

"...ofter playing oukh mese ' ' ' : o while. I rind more and more mas Crysmi Cable 
is os neutral 0$ possible. Ho own sound. no own rolour. Transparont to trie bone... 
fens ?on 8'. Hfr.nl. Moy 2^6

" ...totally in sensitive to ony kind or distortion...
Doh bar Berc Stsrsopioy. an

Jucftr..com
6moons.com
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absolutesounds

T:+^ (0)20 89 71 39 09
www.absolutesounds.com

http://www.absolutesounds.com


Lyngdorf Audio

Lyngdorf Audio CD1 Combined Player & Transport

User-selectable upsampling
DAC circuitry can be powered-down to optimize use as transport 

Extensive analogue & digital outputs 
Optimized CD-only transport mechanism

"You can drop this into a system with a puce tag in excess of £50,000, and it will not let it down."

Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News, March 2006

LYNG DORF
t: 0870 9 100 100
w: www.lyngdorfaudio.co.uk

Lyngdorf Audio UK the ground-breaking Lyngdorf digital systems, ExactPower
conditioners, Stillpoints resonance dampers and AudioDeskSysteme CD enhancers

http://www.lyngdorfaudio.co.uk
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-RAY m AND X-T100 
CD PLAYER AND INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER
©Musical Fidelity’s entry-level X-Series 

components have long been favourites 
forthose craving high-quality sound from a 
mini-sized system. Never a company to rest 
on its laurels, MF has unleashed two new 
X-Series components - and they promise to 
be the best yet.

First up, the X-RayV8 CD player boasts eight 
times oversampling, with 192kHz 
upsampling using 24-bit DACs in 
dual-differential configuration, all packed 

into MF's ultra-smart, compact X Series case. 
Then there's the new X-T1OO amp, which 
comes complete with a separate power 
supply - the Triple-X (also pictured). It 
delivers 70 watts per channel an incorporates 
a valve-based preamplifier stage, plus an 
integral phono stage. To find out what our 
golden-eared reviewers think, make sure you 
tune in next month.

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth 
review in the next issue of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Musical Fidelity X-Ray “ and X-T100

TYPE CD player and integrated stereo amplifier 
with seperate PSU

PRICE (X-Rayv8) £799; (X-T100) £899

KEY FEATURES (X-Rayv8) 8x oversampling 
O 24-bit dual-differential DACs O (X-T100) 70 watts 
per channel O Valve preamp stage

CONTACT S 020 8900 2866
S www.musicalfidelity.com

http://www.musicalfidelity.com


Amplified
Emotions.

DVD Player:DVD-3930DVD-2930
Discover the magic of realism. Impressive, unrivalled DVD performance. Completely up-to-date with outstanding Hollywood Quality Video (HQV) technology, which up to now was reserved for the DVD-A 1XVA reference player. With the Silicon Optix Image Processor, HQV is capable of converting the standard resolution of DVDs closer to high resolution, with superb images - even up to the maximum 1080p HDlV quality. The CD/SACD and DVD audio playback is equally lifelike, omitting no detail. Details available at authorised dealerships and under www.denon.com

• HQV technology transforms DVDs into nearly HDTV quality• REALTA Video Processor (DVD-3930), REON Video Processor (DVD-2930)• Complete 10-bit Video Signal Processing, DENON Pixel Image Correction• Keystone correction feature (DVD-3930), extensive video equaliser including Gamma Equaliser • HDMI output up to 1080p and support of PC resolutions• Sophisticated audio component for the best surround and CD playback• DENON Link for optimal transfer of Digital Audio

Visit www.denon.co.uk or call 01234 741200. DENON

http://www.denon.com
http://www.denon.co.uk
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLICHT
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AVI NEUTRON IV ACTIVE LOUDSPEAKER
® Forward-thinking AVI boss Ashley

James has let us loose with a pair of 
his Amp Pak'd Neutron IVs - the active 
version of his established standmount. The 
speakers become active with the inclusion 
of a low-distortion, high-voltage amp, said 
to offer the same power and performance 
as the firm's Lab Series Integrated. AVI's 
active option offers a high-fidelity solution 
to iPod, Mac/PC and audio server users, 

which challenges the norm of separates. 
The Neutron IV is a conventional speaker in 
every sense, with a 25mm fabric tweeter, 
125mm doped paper midrange unit and a 
five-litre enclosure. But now, with the Amp 
Pak, it has an extra dimension that could 
introduce hi-fi sound to a whole new 
generation of would-be audiophiles.

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth 
review in the next issue of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT AVI Active Neutron IV

TYPE Active standmount loudspeaker

PRICE £1,049 perpair

KEY FEATURES Bi polar Class AB power O Rated 
power 150 watts O 25mm fabric tweeter O 125mm 
doped paper midrange unit O Single line-level input

CONTACT S 01453 752656 www.avihifi.com
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© NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

| ARCAM FMJDV139
P /Ok Arcam'5 new FMJ DV139 - the DiVA DV137's bigger brother (see our test in 

'O' HFC 285) - will be the world's first universal disc player to take advantage 

of Anchor Bay's ABT102 deinterlacer chip, for what Arcam founder John Dawson 
describes as a "cracking picture". The HDMI-equipped player is said to be Arcam's 
best ever DVD player, featuring some of the most cutting-edge disc replay 
technology in the world.

Attention has also been paid to sound quality, with Wolfson 24-bit/192kHz 
audio DACs, a complex audiophile-friendly power-supply arrangement and an 
'audio-direct' mode. The player also utilises Arcam's tri-laminate Acousteel chassis 
to isolate the electronics from airborne vibration.
Price £1,800 Due November a 01223 203200 » www.arcam.co.uk

TANNOY PRESTIGE SE
®H F Choice can exclusively reveal that Tannoy 

has revised four models from its classic Prestige 
speaker range. Four models will now gain 'SE' status - 
the two entry-level speakers, plus the two uppermost 
models_ The changes include a number of key crossover 
and signal path improvements.

The SE-suffixed versions will feature new Acrolink 
cabling throughout, plus Hovland capacitors and 
optimization of the crossover circuit. The speakers, 
based around Tannoy's famous dual-concentric drive 
unit, will remain unchanged aesthetically, save for an 
SE badge and some baffle trim detail.
Price from £2,500 to £17,900 per pair Due now 
w 01236 420199 © www.tannoy.com

YAMAHA RXN&OOD
© Yaraha's latest multichannel receiver is its first to offer 

network functionality, allowing users to stream music files 
from remote PCs and to listen to internet radio. The 
feature-packed receiver is also USB flash drive compatible and
offers iPod connectivity via Yamaha's optional YDS-10 docking station. Compressed music 
files can also be enhanced through the on-board DSP, which is said to improve MP3, WMA 
and iPod audio. Further features include DAB radio, 24-bit/192kHz DACs for all channels,
plus a Direct Stereo mode for two-channel listening.
Price £600 Due now w 01923 233166 © www.yamaha-uk.com

ALR JORDAN CLASSIC 1
Top speaker designer Karl-Heinz Fink has 
developed a new ALR Jordan loudspeaker to

complete the company's Classic speaker range. The 
Classic 1 mini monitor uses a 
115mm metal cone bass/mid 
driver with a 25mm soft-dome 
tweeter, housed in a real-wood 
veneered cabinet. The diminutive 
speaker measures just 
I3x22xl9cm (WxHxD)and is 
available with a matching 
custom-designed loudspeaker 
stand called the ES72.
Price Classic 1 £500 per pair; 
ES72 £200 per pair Due now 
w 01730 261924 
o www.uberphon.co.uk

14 HI-FI CHOICE I awards2006

http://www.arcam.co.uk
http://www.tannoy.com
http://www.yamaha-uk.com
http://www.uberphon.co.uk


LOUDSPEAKERS is the name of a new book 
from Focal Press, which serves as a 
reference point for all things speaker 
related. Written by Philip Newell and Keith 
Howard, the tome offers practical advice 
from choosing and using speakers, to the 
room/speaker interface and subjective and 
objective assessment The hardback is 
priced at £38.

S 01865 474010

MARANTZDV6001

©
Huie s a slim-line tonic for the space-challenged audiophile - Marantz's new DV6001 universal disc player.
It's a low-profile disc spinner, packed with technology including HDMI connectivity and 1080p upscaling. 

In addition to its low-jitter 24-bit/192kHz audio DACs and its Analog Devices video DAC, the new player also 
offers upsampling of regular 16-bit CD data. Further features include DiVX video playback, an RS2232c port for 
multiroom systems, shock-absorbing feet and a thick alloy fascia.
Price £350 Due now a 01753 680868 © www.marantz.com

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY
AEGISNEO
©Acoustic Energy's

new Aegis Neo 
loudspeaker series is said 
to be the world's first 
affordable range to use 
neodymium magnets 
across all models. The use 

of neodymium allows the bass drivers to extend a full 
octave lower than the old Aegis Evo units, according 
to AE. The four-strong budget range is headed up by 
the Neo Three, a two-and-a-half way, reflex-loaded 
floorstander with 170-watt power handling. A smaller 
standmount, a centre speaker and subwoofer 
complete the line-up, and all are available in black 
ash, oak or walnut-effect vinyl finishes. The range is 
said to sound cleaner, faster, tighter and sweeter than 
the Aegis Evo range it replaces.
Price from £150 to £370 per pair Due now 
a 01285 654432 '"' www.acoustic-energy.co.uk

LEEMA ACOUSTICS ANTILA
Leema Acoustics' apparent deployment of 20 separate DACs in its new Antila CD player could make it 
the most jitter-free CD player on the market. The proprietary MD2 Active Differential Multi-DAC 

technology developed by the ex-BBCteam means a fully balanced signal is created in the digital domain. It
uses ten 24-bit/192kHz DACs to produce a positive phase signal and another ten fora negative signal. The 
technique is said to reduce noise and distortion and offer "analogue-like" treble and extreme bass precision. 
Price £2,495 Due now a 01635 291357 » www.leema-acoustics.com

PHILIPSSHN9500

©
Philips has joined the 'war on noise' with its latest 
headphones, unveiling a battalion of three

noise-cancelling models for the autumn. Leading the 
charge is the SHN9500, a closed-back design that's said 
to eliminate up to 85 per cent of unwanted external 
noise. It's supplied with soft ear cushions, an adjustable 
headband and a mute button feature to allow 
conversation without the need 
to remove the 'phones. 
Joining the flagship is a 
wireless headphone, the 
SHC8585, plus an in-ear 
model - the SHG8015 - 
aimed predominantly at 
gamers. All models feature 
neodymium magnets and 
incorporate 40mm 
Mylar drive units.
Price SHN9500 £150 
Due now 
a 0906 101 0016 
‘" www.philips.co.uk

Ant"a
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ETON'S new E100 pocket radio is as small 
as a mobile phone and receives AM/FM, 
MW and Shortwave radio, making it 
suitable for global use. Said to be small 
and light enough to fit an a shirt pocket, 
the E100 has a 200-preset memory and 
can be powered by batteries or mains 
supply. Expect to pay £60. 

a 02392 313090

QED has launched a new reference-level 
HDMI cable named the HDMI-SR. The wire 
uses silver-plated OFC copper conductors, 
individually shielded with a gold Mylar 
wrap. It is available in 0.5 metre and 
one-metre versions, priced at £70 and £80 
respectively, 

a 01279 501111

OEHLBACH has developed a new high-end 
loudspeaker cable called the Fusion 2. 
Priced at £425 for a three-metre, 
made-to-order pair, the new wire is said to 
incorporate a unique construction, where 
the signal path follows 12 solid copper 
cores, each wrapped in ultra-thin copper 
foil. The cable comes complete with a 
lifetime warranty, 

a 020 8863 8979

MERIDIAN has launched a range of in-wall 
and on-wall speakers available as either 
passive units, or active versions, if used 
with Meridian's 
G41 amplifier. 
There are two 
ranges - the 200 
Series of in-ceiling 
designs using 
200mm bass 
drivers and the 
300 Series of 
in-wall or on-wall 
speakers using 
slim-line 165mm 
units. Prices start 
at £1,260 for a 
passive unit, 

fit 01480 445678
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® HAPPENINGS

SHOW REPORT

® The Insider
Heathrow, 20

THIS MONTH , HFG TALKS ifO...

IANBARNETI
Job Title: Regional Manager 
Company: Sevenoaks 
Sound and vision

What is the future of hi-fi in the home?
Seamless audio distribution, either wired or 
wireless, for the whole family to en1oy

What is the most innovative product 
you've encountered recently?
Definitely the Sanos wireless multiroom audio 
systems, again making music more accessible 
throughout the home.

DVD-Audio or SACD - and why?
Both, now there are more affordable universal 
DVD players available.

Name a great album you've heard recently 
Shawn Colvin These Four Walls, one of the 
best-sounding CDs I've heard this year.

Are audio servers the source of the future? 
End users are comfortable importing music onto 
computers and audio servers, but for the purist, 
there will always be a place for a CD player.

CD or vinyl and why?
Vinyl, which incidentally is making a real 
comeback in the specialist marketplace with 
many new albums being pressed on 'black gold'

Are we experiencing a sterreo resurgence? 
Most definitely. Aside from a resurgence in hi-fi 
separates sales, people are asking how they can 
get the best sound from their MP3 player when 
it's connected to a hi-fi system.

Not one, but two events side by side this year, as 
Jason Kennedy discovers Heathrow's 21 st Century 
schizoid shows

H
eathrow 2006 was a split event. With the 
event's two hotels being run by separate 
organisers there was a schism that was 
metaphorically greater than the road that separates 

the two buildings. This, thankfully, didn't stop the 
exhibitors from revealing some superb new creations.

Among the more interesting source components 
was a CD player from newcomer AMR (Abingdon 
Music Research), which boasts internet audio critic 
Thorsten Loesch among its design team. The AMR 
CD-77 (£4,399) offers selectable oversampling rates 
all the way from l92kHz down to four times, two 
times and none. Gamut revealed its CD3 (£3,500) in 
a case to match the DI 150 amplifier. Described as 
complete redesign of the CDl, it uses a stainless 
inner chassis with rubber suspension for the 
transport and digital output board. The name Edgar 
is new to us, but this Czech built CD player with its 
wooden facia and valve output stage looks rather 
appealing at £1,300.

The most up to date source on show was 
Panasonic's DMP-BDlO Blu-ray player. With an 
on-sale date of mid-October and a price of £l,299, it 
looks likely to beat most of the software to market.

When it comes to amps, Krell brought the latest in 
its Evolution series, the 600 (£12,900 each) and 900 
(£17,500 each) monoblock power amps, plus the 222 
preamplifier (£8,498) with Krell's current mode 
topology, fully balanced operation and the CAST 
connection system seen on all Evolution components. 
On the tube front, Bewitch is a new brand and its 
valve A30 integrated (£1,100) and ABOOD CD player

"Being run by separate organisers, there was a 
schism that was metaphorically greater than the 
road that separates the two buildings."

On the vinyl replay front, Cartridge Man has 
released a parallel tracking, air-bearing tonearm 
called Conductor for £1,500. It fits on an SME mount 
and has a carbon-fibre arm and precision engineered

with tube output (£900) both look like great value. 
And in terms of digital, Flying Mole is expanding its 
range of PWM powered compact amps with two new 
integrateds: the single-input, 20-watt CA-53 (£500)

* Hi-Fi Diary
NOVEMBER
3-5 What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision Show 

Novotel London West Hotel 
Hammersmith, London 
www.whathifishow.co.uk |
Major home entertainment show

JANUARY 2007
27-28 Northern Sound and Vision

Radisson SAS, Manchester Airport 
www.chestergroup.org
Northern hi-fi and home cinema show

FEBRUARY
23-25 Sound & Vision - The Bristol Show 

Mariott City Centre Hotel, Bristol 
www.bristolshow.co.uk
The UK's biggest hi-fi show
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metalwork; the example we saw was supporting the 
new MusicMaker Classic cartridge (£1,200), a 
silver-coiled and refined variant on the popular MM3. 
Less easy to see but just as significant is Clearaudio's 
new ceramic magnetic bearing. It uses opposing 
magnets to decouple the platter, plus a ceramic shaft 
for maximum rigidity, and will be available on all 
Clearaudio turntables (save the Emotion), including 
the mighty Statement (£55k).

and the three-input, 100-watt CA-S10 (£1,000).
Among the shiniest components on show was 

Chord Electronics' CPA5000 preamplifier (£10,000). 
It boasts a • 148dB noise floor, eight inputs and a 
precision VU display in blue LEDs so that you can see 
how loud the signal is. Very cool.

New speakers of note include the latest incarnation 
of Wilson Audio's WATT/Puppy, dubbed System 8 
(£24,950), while Overkill Audio lived up to its name 
with the tube and transistor driven Angel active 
speakers. These feature an open back acrylic bass 
section and a composite 'head' for the wide-band 
Manger drive unit. Price is a tidy £10,000, including 
digital crossover.

Not everything at these shows cost a fortune - van 
den Hui unveiled TLF oil (£30), developed especially 

for turntable bearings, and The Solution 
(£25), which protects contacts from 
corrosion. But the prices do reflect the 
nature of this event; the high end has 
claimed Heathrow for its own. HFC

http://www.whathifishow.co.uk
http://www.chestergroup.org
http://www.bristolshow.co.uk


1. Chord CPA5000 reference 

preamplifier

2. Cartridge Man Conductor 
air-bearing tonearm

3. AMR CD-77 CD player

4. Krell EV0-600 monoblock 

power amplifiers

5. Flying Mole amplifiers

6. Bewitch A30 integrated amp

7. The Solution and TLF, by vdH

8. Panasonic's DMP-0810 
Blu-ray player

9. Overkill Audio Angel active 

loudspeakers

IN THE STUDIO
ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF 
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS

TOM WAITS
Title: Orphans, Brawlers, Bawlers and 
Bastards
Release date: 27 November
The original idea was an album of songs 
written for various projects over the years 
but never recorded. Then he found he’d got 
30 new songs in addition to the ones that 

got away - hence Orphans is now planned, 
as a 54 track triple album. In typical 
Waitsian fashion he describes the collection 
as containing "rumbas about mermaids, 
shuffles about train wrecks, tarantellas 
about insects, madrigals about drowning”.

RUFUS WAINWRIGHT
Title: tbc
Release date: early 2007
Wainwright reports that he has been 
working "feverishly" on the follow-up to his 

two-part release Want One and Want Two. 
Sessions have already taken place in New 
York, Berlin and London with more planned 
and the prolific singer-songwriter unveiled a 
number of new songs that may or may not 
make the final cut during UK festival 
appearances in August.

HAPPY MONDAYS
Title: tbc
Release date: tbc
Shaun Ryder's baggie originals, whose last 
release was 1992's Yes, Please, have been 
working with producers Sunny Levine and 
Howie B and the record will reportedly 
include a guest appearance by Ry Cooder. 
"It's Shaun back on it. He's singing well, 
rapping well and his lyrics are just right on 
it,” says Howie B. The only problem is that 
they're currently without a record deal.

BLOC PARTY
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
Bloc Party are claiming that album number 
two is going to be radically different from 
their acclaimed debut Silent Alarm.

Describing the new songs as “dark, bigger 
and quite abrasive", the band's Kele Okereke 
says: "We've taken it heavier in places, more 
electronic in places." Production is by 
Jacknife Lee (Snow Patrol/Kasabian).

THE DARKNESS
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
Between singer Justin Hawkins' spell of 
rehab in The Priory and rumours that 
Atlantic were about to drop them, it seems 
that The Darkness have already started 
work on their next release. A message by 
Hawkins' fellow band members says that 
the singer is feeling "better already" and 
work is underway on album number three.

ALSO COMING SOON
JAZZ/ CLASSICAL
London Conchord Ensemble Bach 
Concertos (Nov); John Abercrombie and 
Eddie Comez Structures (Nov); Anna 
Netrebko The Russian Album; Pavarotti 
Greatest Hit; Ray Charles Ray Sings, Basie 
Swings; Madeleine Peyroux Half The 
Perfect World

SACD/ DVD-AUDIO
Flaming Lips At War With the Mystics 
(DVD-Audio, Oct); LSO Berloiz: Symphony 
Fantastique (DVD-A, Oct); Danny Elfman 
Serenada Schizophrana (SACD, Oct); Barb 
Jungr Walking in the Sun (SACD, Oct); 
LSO Lord Of The Rings: The Two Towers 
(DVD-A, Nov)
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That's dedication
The dedicated CD player is back'

A
s this issue marks The Hi-Fi Awards 
2006, it makes sense to look back at some of the years most notable trends.First, the apparent resurgence in dedicated CD players - not that CD itself had ever gone away, you understand. But the recent focus on multiformat machines playing CD almost as a 'legacy' format appears to have waned. with a number of exiting new dedicated players entering the market.New models from Cambridge Audio, Creek and Rega have helped stoke the cheaper regions of audiophilia. while recent introductions from Audio Research, Linn, Meridian and Nairn have all fuelled the high end. It's not exactly a 'plethora' - there are still plenty of SACD/CD, DVD-A/CD and universal players. and new models appear regularly -

"It seems tomorrow's hifi buff might play 
non-existent CDs on an invisible system. Let's 
hope this is not the Emperor's New Hi4i.”
but it seems as long as there are CD-only transports available, there will be CD-only players to utilise them.The same names crop up in the amp sector, too. In particular. Cambridge Audio's 840A, with its new Class XD technology, is potentially a revolution in amp design, delivering near Class A sound without Class A electricity bills or Class A heat. Then. at a point way past the other extreme comes the Krell Evolution. an amplifier that's so expensive it is priced in Porsches. not Pounds. In between are some exciting amp designs. of which the Chapter Precis and Copland CTA-405 feature strongly.In contrast, the speaker market is possibly less exciting this year, although newcomers like 
Q Acoustics and Nbien have made great inroads. I think the UK is still reeling from B&W's great diamond leap forward and the next great advances in loudspeaker technology will come in the next couple of years. Of course. the last time I made a conservative prediction about speaker technology. NXT was announced within a week. So take that with a pinch of salt.

And what else is coming soon' Content is key and what method of content delivery is adopted will dictate how hi-fi systems will look over the next few years. Until a couple of years ago, content delivery meant disc'. Then came iTunes and other music download sites. Now, owning a physical disc is an optional extra for some. So. it's little wonder that audiophile manufacturer Nairn Audio announced a range of music servers for its forthcoming custom install market. It seems tomorrow's hi-fi buff might play non-existent CDs on an invisible system. Let's hope this is not the Emperor's New Hi-Fi and people still buy music.Actually, this seems likely. Sales of seven-inch vinyl singles have topped the one million mark for the first time in nearly a decade. Whether the teenagers are seeking a link with previous generations, wanting permanence in an impermanent world, or just making a fashion statement, only time will tell. Perhaps we have a new generation of audiophiles in the making. 
Alan Sirtom began his journalistic career in the 

early 7990s. He has since become one of the 
hi-fi and AV industry's most respected scribes
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Finesse first
Good hi-fi is wonderful, if you do it light

T
he magazine you hold in your hands -
HFCs 2006 Awards - is a defining 
issue. And the distinction it makes is 

that there's all the difference in the world 
between 'music' and mere 'sound'. The two 
things aren't the same. To enjoy music, you 
don't need a system that will liquify your 
viscera with 140 decibels of throbbing sound 
pressure. Quite the opposite. Finesse usually 
gives firepower a rare old pasting.

Admittedly, bass has to have wallop and 
extension to be realistic, but it must also be 
capable of playing tunes and keeping time. 
Overblown and lethargic bottom ends have 
nothing to do with musical enjoyment and 
everything to do with 'mine's bigger/louder/ 
more expensive than yours' macho posturing. 
Fine as a sport, but not hi-fi.

A thoughtful, designed-from-scratch 
approach is more important than how much 
money you can throw at the enterprise. But if 
you're going to lob it anywhere, aim for the 
front end. Won't a classy, brawny amp fry more 
modestly specced speakers7 Sounds like 
common sense but actually it's tripe. You're far 
more likely to harm a speaker by driving it with 
the signal from a small amp being worked too 
hard and producing high levels of distortion 
than you are with a big amp that's capable of 
controlling the excursions of the speaker cone 
with a vice-like grip.

On the other hand, you can't expect miracles 
with budget boxes. Upgrading speakers when 
funds permit should be a priority. Why7 Lots of 
reasons. Decent speakers are better 
mechanically. Both chassis and cone are lighter 
but more rigid, more efficient at dissipating 
heat and less prone to distortion, especially on 
musical peaks or 'transients'. They have bigger 
magnets and more precisely wound voice coil 
assemblies to ensure better control of the longer 
cone excursions that, in turn, will move more air 
for a deeper and more realistic bass response. 
Their tweeters will have high-flux magnets and 
be made from light, rigid materials for a 
smoother response at high frequencies and 
better dispersion, so that convincing stereo isn't 
confined to one spot □

HI-FI REVISITED

MERIDIAN 565

The 565, introduced in July 1994, 
was a genuinely revolutionary 
product It was the world's first 
digital surround processor to use

a DSP as its core engine, with surround 
algorithms loaded from instructions stored on 
EPROM.It sounds rather mundane now, but at 
the time surround codecs were routinely hard 
wired into dedicated processors, if they were 
done digitally. The Meridian allowed new 
codecs and improvements to be included as 
soon as the code was signed off

The 565 was also among the first processors 
worldwide to include Dolby AC-3 (later 
renamed Dolby Digital), which became 
available on NTSC Laserdisc a year or two 
before DVD-Video was introduced. It also 
acquired the ability to decode DTS and MPEG, 
and up to 7.1 output channels using an add-in 
hardware card. The Meridian always offered 
THX post processing and the ability to switch 
THX on and off was retained throughout the 
565's life. Around the start of the DVD era, 
MLP (Meridian Lossless Packing) was even 
listed as an option for the 565, but this was a 
purely theoretical capability, which never lived 
on outside Meridian's own labs.

By the time Dolby AC-3 first law light of day, 
a few years after the processor was introduced, 
the 565 had already demonstrated the 
remarkable flexibility and resilience of the 
platform. It is interesting to note that the final 
firmware update to the 565 was developed 
and introduced free of charge after the unit 
was discontinued in 1999.

But the Meridian also had significance for 
the specialist audio market, something not 
mirrored by any processor, before or since. 
Largely because the company's chief, Bob 
Stuart, had a love of music in surround, the 
565 was remarkable for its unprecedented 
support of surround sound codecs aimed 
squarely at the music lover. Several sound 
patterns and variations were offered, the key 
ones being Ambisonics and Trifield. 
Ambisonics used an arbitrary number of 
speakers (two or more) and a complex 
algorithm to distribute the two-channel input, 
which prior to DSP never worked properly. The

The 565 had already 
demonstrated the 
remarkable flexibility and 
resilience of the platform.
Meridian was probably the only source of 
Ambisonics decoders that did.

The other, Trifield, uses three similar speakers 
distributed across the front of the soundstage, 
though it could also direct a subtle output 
from additional speakers arranged typically in 
a 5.1 or 7.1 array The input signal was 
two-channel a was backwards-compatible with 
standard two-speaker stereo, but in properly 
decoded form, and with the extra centre 
speaker, image location was much firmer and 
more positively located, especially for off-axis 
listeners. Remember stereo was originally 
designed for three-speaker use, so Trifield was 
in a sense a return to roots. Trifield (developed 
by Michael Gurzon et a0 is available for 
licence, but Meridian is one of only two 
companies to have done so, and the only one 
to provide positive backing for the process.

According to Meridian, any sample of the 
565, dating back to serial number 0001, 
sounds and performs exactly the same as the 
final production models, as long as the 
available updates have been applied. After five 
years, the unit sold for £2,250 in 5.1-channel 
form, or £2,850 with the extra channels 
installed for 7.1-channel operation.

Thanks are due to Meridian's Des Ford and 
John Bamford, without whom all the memory 
lapses would have been my own. HFC

Alvin Cold

EPROM.It


audiofile .•••
® DISPATCHES

Cl The sonic benefits of upgrading the 
speakers build on the advantages of having 
'enough' power, as the more capable drivers 
are good at exploiting the extra muscle and 
grip. You can expect something that 
realistically places musicians identifiably in 
place, with more sense of atmosphere, too.

You'll find a lot of that in this issue. The good 
news is that it's the right approach that will 
get you there faster than a fistful of dollars.

has been wallowing in gorgeous 
hi-fi and then describing its virtues and vices in 

Hi-Fi Choice since 7990

TheBFAview
What the hi-fi industry thinks about 2006

S
ome would call it an interesting year.
Some a hard year. Most would be 
pleased with the growth - or at least a 

halt to the decline - of the hi-fi business.
Unfortunately, the home cinema business is 

not doing so well. The budget home cinema 
system business is considerably down, the mid 

market extremely unexciting and the quality 
end of multichannel is disappointing.

The back to stereo movement makes sense. 
Specialist retailers are far more capable of 
demonstrating and adding value to stereo 
systems; they have, in general, failed dismally 
at demoing and comparing upscale home 
cinema systems. Low-end systems often don't 
get demonstrated at all.

Manufacturers and distributors have had to 
cope with these market changes as well as 
more legislation, mainly originating in Brussels.

On July l st this year, the RoHS {Restriction of 
Hazardous Substances) directive came into 
force. The reasons behind this and the benefits 
{and flaws in the arguments) have been 
covered excessively in the press, so there is no 
need to go over them again here. Consumer 
Electronics products of all types have to 
comply. The legislation gives maximum levels 
of lead, cadmium and four other substances 
that must not be exceeded. This has proved, in 
practice, difficult to achieve as, for example, 
component suppliers have not certified their 
components as compliant until the last 
possible day, if at all. Physical testing is 
expensive and time consuming. It requires the 
use of very specialist external laboratories that 
are, of course, very willing to assist, at a price.

"A directive both for sales after January 1 st 
and for 'historic waste' - the company's 
share of all the products sold in the past."

The RoHS directive has involved 
manufacturers with an enormous amount of 
work to achieve the documented compliance. 
This meant thousands of hours of listening to 
new components, substantial write-offs of 
non-compliant parts and increased costs for 
components and some processes.

Next, we have the WEEE {Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment) Directive that will 
cost manufacturers and distributors a few 
percent of sales. The directive is for sales after 
January l st and for 'historic waste' - the 
company's share of all the products sold in the 
past Later, we may have to worry about 
standby power consumption, which could be a 
very interesting challenge.

Considering all the barriers to entry, the 
hassle, the paperwork and the legislation, it is 
surprising that we get new entrants into our 
market, but we do. They enter the business 
because good sound is still a driving force and 
good music drives such powerful emotions.

I'm very proud of being part of an industry 
that brings pleasure to so many people and 
which survives and progresses, despite the 
challenges they keep throwing our way_

is chairman of the British 
Federation of Audio and runs a marketing 

consultancy business called AudioP!us
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Hi-lo silver lining
Lo-fi or hi-fi, it's all part of the jcy of winning

MUSO
CLASSIC ALBUMS

LOVE 
FOREVER CHANGES

R
eading through the list of nominations 
and winners for this year's Awards, I was 
struck by something I had been vaguely 
aware of for some time, but had not previously 

articulated. It seems the recent past provides 
an object lesson in the blurring of boundaries 
of what is, and what isn't high fidelity.

The obvious example of this, though it plays 
no direct part in the Awards themselves, is the 
rampant progression of the MP3 revolution. 
The revolution, of course, has been led by the 
iPod. In fact, this is actually an AAC recorder in 
native form, not MP3, but we'll let that pass.

This really isn't the place or the time to 
debate the issues surrounding these devices, 
except to note that they have found a ready 
and enthusiastic following, and on the whole, 
of course, this is welcome, particularly in the 
way that they have helped widen and 
democratise access to music. The main 
objection is the limited sound quality of these 
devices, and this is hard to gainsay.Even if the 
sound that exits the players is beyond 
reproach, what comes out of the earbuds that 
pass for headphones, or the so-called 'hi-fi 
systems' that provide external amplification 
and speakers, is a very long way from high 
quality, still less high fidelity.

But there is a much more interesting example 
that really is encroaching on traditional hi-fi, 
and which has made it into the Awards: the 
product category defined by Arcam when it 
introduced the Solo - all-in-one disc and radio 
based systems, complete with amplification in 
a single box. Ostensibly they are designed as 
starter systems, typically aimed at the student 
living in digs, which is where a lot of them end 
up. The version that we at HFC consider the 
current best of breed is the Primare COi l 0, 
which has a CD player, DAB/FM tuner and a 
surprisingly good Class D amplifier - a form of 
digital amplification - in one box. The 
emphasis on the word 'digital' here is 
deliberate, as this is one of the first cases 
where the use of digital and amplification in 
the same sentence needs neither explanation 
nor apology.

Even this is only a start. Although it plays no 
part in the awards this year, JUSt a few months 
ago, I had a tantalising listen to a prototype □

©
When Arthur Lee died in a 
Memphis hospital, aged 61, late 
this summer, he left a beguiling 
epitaph to the world in the form 

of his lyrical masterpiece. Since 1967, the 
album has been seducing listeners and 
continues to cast a magic spell with its mixture 
of acoustic and electric guitar, orchestration 
and Mexicana brass.

Surprisingly, given its level of quietness, 
Forever Changes is the template for what 
would become heavy metal. Johnny Echols' 
twin-necked Gibson leads and Lee's lyrical 
dexterity would inspire Jimmy Page and Robert 
Plant to write the Led Zeppelin symphonic 
masterpiece, Stairway To Heaven.

Lee, a shrewd Memphis virtuoso musician 
who landed Jim Morrison a deal with Elektra, 
was a black hippie who loved his LSD, Burt 
Bacharach, Beatles and Jimi Hendrix. The 
doyens of Sunset Strip LA, Love had great 
success with their first two albums, Love and 
Do Capo, the latter showing a willingness to 
decorate candy-coloured compositions with 
harpsichord, flute and horns. Conscious of the 
avant-garde sweep of Sgt Pepper Lee decided 
with engineer Bruce Botnick that Forever 
Changes would be orchestrated.

Recorded in three bursts over just eight days 
at Sunset Sound Recorders, Los Angeles 
between June and September of 1967, the 
initial June sessions were a disaster. Poor 
rehearsals and bad drugs meant that Echols, 
Maclean, Forssi and Stuart were not up to the 
job, initially. In fact, Echols and Maclean 
couldn't even get their guitars in tune. Lee 
abandoned the band and brought in studio 
veterans like Jim Gordon, Hal Blaine, Don Randi 
and Carol Kaye who hammered out The Daily 
Planet and Old Mon in just a few hours with 
Lee singing and strumming. The chugging 
guitar at the front of Planet is all Kaye'sl

Shocked into reality, the rest of Love came 
back in August in tip-top condition. Even 
Johnny Echols kicked drugs for copious 
amounts of coffee and made his squealing 
double-tracked Gibson guitar solos a standout 
on A House Is Not A Motel and Live And Let 
Live. Ballads Andmoreagain, Old Mon and The

"Conscious of the sweep of 
Sgt Pepper, Lee decided 
that Forever Changes 
would be orchestrated."
Good Humor Mon were suffused with a 
strange autumnal acoustic guitar hue and 
throughout, Michael Stuart's accelerated 
drums and Forssi's almost rigid bass figures 
define the album's rhythm section. Both The 
Red Telephone and the valedictory You Set The 
Scene were sumptuous compositions, overlayed 
by members of the Los Angeles Philly, 
orchestrated by David Angel and conducted by 
Lee himself over two days in September 1967

Yet the most important song on the record, 
Alone Again Or, written by Bryan Maclean 
prior to 1965, was the very last thing to be 
recorded that September. Its mixture of 
beautiful acoustic guitar, tri-part harmony 
vocal and those famous Mariachi horns has 
stood the test of time. Its fulsome 
arrangement and breakneck speed never 
ceases to dazzle and new listeners always 
think it was recorded yesterday. Yet on release, 
Forever Changes was criticised for Lee's muddy 
production (a factor which just added to the 
mystery) and its wordy lyrics. Chart-wise, it 
failed in America but reached 24 in the UK on 
the back of Alone Again Or. In the end, Forever 
Changes became America's Sgt Pepper, a 
prismatic reflection of how it felt to be alive in 
the Summer of '67. HFC

Mark Prendetgast
Forever Changes is now available as o Deluxe 

Remastered CO with seven bonus cuts
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Cl loudspeaker that consisted of a single drive 
unit planted in the end of what looked like a 
plank of wood, which stood vertically on a 
vestigial stand. It sounded utterly raw and 
threadbare, and being compact and a dipole, it 
was utterly devoid of bass - until some room 
equalisation electronics (from Lyngdorf) 
transformed the loudspeaker into what can 
only be described as a high-quality product. At 
least in sound terms... it still looked awful.

We will see more of its like in the future, and 
I for one look forward to the time when such a 
product appears in the HFC Awards. The same 
company produces digital amplifiers, which 
will surely hit the mainstream in years to come. 
Perhaps they will also contribute to the long 
overdue 'greening' of our great hobby.
Alvin Gold began writing about hi-fi more than 
20 years ago and has since become one of the 

UK's most internationally renowned reviewers

Weighty matters
Heavy-duty hi-fi isn't a backs best friend

T
he gear that I have been reviewing over 
the past year has been getting heavier. 
There was a time, not so long ago, when 
I could carry most components up the stairs 

without too much effort. That has changed to 
the point that most things require an awful lot 
of grunting and groaning or the assistance of 
another person and a heavy-duty sack barrow. 
This is probably because I have been doing 
more high-end reviewing than usual, but it also 
reflects a trend among makers of expensive kit, 
a seeming consensus of opinion that dictates 
that expensive must be heavy. A few 
companies take the opposite position - DNM 
comes to mind - and state that mass is a bad 
thing for electronics in particular. Perhaps as 
you might expect,DNM's products have a light 
and fast sound to go with the ease of 
portability. But DNM is the exception; 
battleship build is the norm and is a reflection 
of the fact that high-end audio has to try a lot 
harder to make a case for its existence.

I drive a relatively ancient Mercedes because, 
apart from being an impoverished reviewer, it 
gives me build quality that approaches that of 
the hi-fi I work with. Most affordable modern 
cars are disconcertingly plasticky, even some of 
the less affordable ones, and I'd rather put up

"Most things require an awful lot of grunting 
and groaning or the assistance of another 
person and a heavy-duty sack barrow."
with poor fuel economy than tacky interiors 
and a sense that I'm driving something lighter 
than a tank.

Of course, there's more to build quality than 
weight. Anyone can make a box and put a lead 
brick inside it but thankfully such things do not 
happen even if it sometimes feels that way 
when unpacking the things. No, high-end 
audio is built to a standard that you would 
have to pay holiday home prices for if they 
were in a car. The Esoteric and Classe CD 
players in this issue are a great example of the 
incredible attention to detail and finish that a 
medium-size hi-fi company can achieve, at 
prices that, while high, are by no means 
excessive. What you get is a state-of-the-art 
product that contains leading-edge audio 
electronics engineered in a fashion that is 
designed to last longer than we are. Hi-Fi 
Choice regularly gets letters from guys who 
bought their first system 25 years ago and are 
now thinking that it might be time for an 
upgrade. A state of affairs that's not 
necessarily been spurred by a loss of 
functionality; more often than not it's because 
such systems are no longer cute enough for a 
contemporary lifestyle. When they were 
originally purchased, those products cost in the 
region of a month's wages. To achieve a similar 
build quality now costs about the same.

For the price of a small Fiat, you can buy an 
absolutely superb piece of equipment that will 
reward you every time you use it with its tactile 
response and spirit-lifting sound quality. It will 
also, unlike the Fiat, still be worth something 

in 20 years' time. If you don't believe me, have 
a look at the prices of high-end kit from the 
mid-1980s. High-end audio may be heavy but 
there's a good reason for it and, unlike me, you 
won't have to pack it up for a long time.

Jason Kennedy began working on Hi-Fi Choice 
over 7 5 years ago, eventually rising to the 

position of editor. He's currently indulging his 
passion as a freelance hi-fi writer

A Rega year
Two-channel hi-fi rules in Essex

D
espite the distractions of multichannel 
home cinema systems and portable 
iPods, 2006 hasn't turned out to be a 
bad year for manufacturers and enthusiasts 

who remain loyal to traditional two-channel 
stereo music. Predictions that cheap DVD 
players would kill off sales of specialist CD-only 
players seem to have been just as ill-judged as 
the twenty years' dissing that vinyl lovers have 
endured. A number of British CD player makers 
went through a bit of a crisis some three years 
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back, when Sony Europe decided to stop 
supplying the core components that many of 
them were using. But all have successfully 
solved the problem in their different ways, and 
we now have a new generation of players that 
combine performance improvements with 
much greater engineering diversity.

Last out of the blocks was Rega, but the wait 
was well worthwhile, as it is working with 
British chip manufacturer Wolfson, which had 
recently developed brand new servo and data 
acquisition silicon specifically oriented towards 
CD replay. With much greater on-board memory 
than earlier implementations, this impressive 
disc drive mechanism forms the basis of the 
excellent Apollo and Saturn CD players, both of 
which have picked up HFC Gold Awards.

Of all the major, long established British hi-fi 
brands, none has been more resolutely loyal to 
two-channel stereo than Rega,and if its CD 
players have been grabbing the recent 
headlines, its considerable and continuous 
contribution to vinyl replay shouldn't be 
overlooked. Its turntables have long enjoyed 
the advantage of the excellent RB-series 
tonearms, and have benefited from regular 
upgrades in styling, motor mounting and 
power supplies. Less well known perhaps are 
Rega's phono cartridges, which have been built 
in house since the late 1980s. Hitherto these 
moving magnet designs have sold well, but 
had limited impact on the audiophile scene.

However, that could be about to change, as 
Rega has just introduced its first moving-coil 
model, and the first new British MC design to 
appear for decades. At £898, the Apheta 
('bringer of life') is the company's first cartridge 
to take a serious tilt at the high end, and has 
more than a touch of originality about the way 
it's designed and built. Much is familiar 
enough: Vital stylus; tapered hollow aluminium 
cantilever; alloy chassis. Where it differs 
significantly from the norm is that it lacks both 
tie-wire and a damping block; apart from that 
provided by the rubber block that locates 
cantilever and armature, this cartridge is 
essentially undamped.

Which is probably why it sounds, above all, 
irrepressibly fast and exciting, making the 
music a whole lot of fun. It's not perfect, to be 
sure, as the top end is rather too strong, which 
can emphasise surface noise on older, worn 
discs. But it's by no means the only upmarket 
cartridge with such a characteristic, and Rega 
is planning a new phono stage that 
incorporates specific response correction. The 
Apheta is unlikely to match the impact on the 
hi-fi market of the Apollo and Saturn CD 
players, but it is sure to make plenty of 
audiophiles happy.

is a farmer editor of Hi-Fi 
Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years
Richard Black

■■■E ■■■■
Of this year's Awards winners, 
one stands out as introducing a 
new technological development: 
the Cambridge Audio 840A

amplifier, with its 'Class XD' output.
Audio amplifiers are divided into different 

'classes' of operation. There's nothing sacred 
about the names: quite simply, Class A came 
first, historically.

Not surprisingly, then, Class A is the simplest, 
with a transistor (or valve or whatever) which 
sits at the output with current running through 
it at all times. The amount of current depends 
on the voltage it is asked to support into 
whatever load may be applied, but the 
important thing is that current always flows.

I said 'a' transistor, but Class A can also work 
in 'push-pull', where a pair of output devices 
work in harmony, one conducting in each 
direction. They both still conduct all the time. 
Class B is a push-pull only setup, where either 
one output device or the other is conducting - 
this leads to much greater efficiency.

I n Class C, there are times when nothing 
conducts and this leads to serious nonlinearity, 
which doesn't matter in the radio-frequency 
circuits where the technique is applied. Class D 
implies switching outputs (pulse-width 
modulation and other more-or-less digital 
tricks) and any classes beyond that are 
proprietary configurations.

No class is perfect. Class A wastes a fantastic 
amount of electricity as heat (a l OOW amplifier 
necessarily wastes at least lOOW even when 
it's idling), while Class B suffers from problems 
with output devices switching off slowly as 
they 'hand over' from one to the other, 
resulting in distortion that is worst at low 
signal levels, exactly where you don't want it.

Because of that, most practical amplifiers 
work in Class AB, which maintains enough 
excess current flow to smooth the crossover 
region reasonably well, while also achieving 
decent efficiency.

Class AB can achieve very good operation, 
but Class A still beats it, as has been 
extensively documented by Doug Self, the 
inventor of Class XD. But what if one could 
somehow 'cheat' the output devices into

"This could, in principle, 
avoid the problems that 
plague all amplifying 
components."
conducting even when they would normally be 
turned off? This could, in principle. avoid the 
problems that plague all amplifying 
components as they go from conduction into 
cut-off mode. Now the idea of doing this has 
occurred to probably every designer who's ever 
worked on audio. But that's no cleverer than 
thinking 'Why don't we fly to the moonI' The 
clever part is doing it, and this is where Doug 
Self deserves credit.

I f you want the full technical monty on this, 
with circuit diagrams and performance 
simulations and measurements, look for the 
24-page white paper on Cambridge Audio's 
website. The gist of it, however, is that a 
subsidiary circuit next to the main output 
'sucks' a current through the output transistors 
so that they don't turn off at, or near, zero 
signal level. In fact they are allowed to turn off 
at high levels but that's almost certainly less 
important as under such conditions everything 
else is distorting, loudspeakers, other 
amplifying stages, your ears. The result is Class 
A performance over most of the power range, 
with efficiency not dramatically worse than 
Class B. There's more to amplifier subjective 
performance than distortion measurements, 
but Class XD is a clever, practical and 
successful step forward in real-world amplifier 
design. HFC



ChoêeCuts
This month's varied musical morsels
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, 
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

COMPACT DISC & VINYLAUDIOPHILE VINYL 
SKIP JAMES
Today!
Vanguard/Pure Pleasure 

180g vinyl

■ Music: Bluesman Skip James 

M remains relatively unknown.

• ■ Lack of success forced him 

out of music. John Fahey and 

Bill Barth rediscovered him 

in a hospital bed in 1964, 
' aged 62, persuading him to 

play at the Newport festival that year.

That led to this recording with 

Vanguard, one of many made on the 

back of the folk revival of the 1960s. 

James had a distinctive tenor voice and 

played guitar with a precision and 

fluidity that clearly influenced Fahey. 

This is a gem of an album, James 

exchanging guitar for piano on some 

tracks but never straying from the 

heart of the blues. ★★★★★ 
Sound: While both voice and guitar are 

well recorded, there is a fair amount of 

hiss on these tapes, as well as some 

low frequency thudding of foot on 

floor. Neither get in the way of the 

magic of the music. ★★★ JK

SON HOUSE
Father Of The Delta Blues 
Columbia/Pure Pleasure 

2x180g vinyl

Music Eddie J 'Son' House junior's 

—- I musical career has some
\ spooky similarities with that of 

\ Skip James. He too recorded 

\ for the first and almost last 
A \ time for Paramount in 1930. 

S \ He was also revived in the 

........... 1960s folk boom and made 

his comeback at Newport '64. He 

plays some exceptional blues slide 

guitar and has a powerful voice which 

resonates with a depth that only comes 

with a life of hard times. This double 

album features alternate versions and 

the engineer's instructions but is 

dominated by Son's overwhelming 

humanity. ★★★★★ 
Sound: Columbia must have had more 

impressive facilities than Vanguard, 

because this is a clean and open 

recording that shows relatively little 

sign of age. Either that or they stored 

the tape properly - it has survived the 

last 41 years very well. ★★★★ JK

LPs were supplied by Classic Records 
and Pure Pleasure.
® www.classicrecords.com

GRAND UNION
Through The Green Fuse
People Tree

Music The spirit of 1960s folk jazz 
pioneers Pentangle is alive and well 
and living in Brentford, west 
London. This acoustic outfit uses 
traditional folk tunes and rhythms 
as a tree from whose branches they 
hang all manner of trippy jazz 
workouts, pale funk excursions, new 
age hippy meanderings and much 
more besides, all put through the 
21" Century blender. With floaty 
vocals courtesy of Kate Stahl, plus 
some excellent flute and violin 
touches, highlights include jazzy 
early single Morning Brings The 

Light, and the dubby folk ballad 
that is Rain And Snow. *★★* 
Sound: Retains a close-knit, organic 
feel throughout, which sounds 
warm and natural rather than 
claustrophobic. **** DO

OUTKAST 
Idlewild 
RCA

Music: When Andre '3000' Benjamin and 
Antwan 'Big Boi' Patton released Speakerboxx/ 

The Love Below in 2003, they not only showed 
that there was life for hip-hop beyond bang 
bang and bling, but with 11 million sales, they
also proved there was a ton of money to be made. But after the globe-straddling 
success of that album, this soundtrack to their upcoming movie set in a 1930s 
speakeasy falls a mite short of expectations. They add jazz, blues and soul to 
their hip-hop pop stew and there are a few sterling moments, including funky 
blues groove ldlewild Blue and the Prince-esque Chronomentrophobia, but 
where the last record gave two good albums for the price of one, this offers 
more like half ***
Sound: Slick and polished as you might expect, but with plenty of dynamic punch 
throughout, with judicious use of acoustic guitar and a horn section as well as 
guest vocals from the likes of Macy Gray and Janelle Monae. **** DO

NIGEL KENNEDY
Blue Note Sessions
Blue Note

Music Why has the world's best-selling 
classical violinist made a jazz album7 
Because he's apparently been a total 
jazz head since meeting the great 
Stephane Grappelli as a student. There's 
a real sense of swing to his virtuoso 
playing and he sounds entirely at home 
with some of the greatest names in 
modern jazz, including a rhythm section 
of Ron Carter and Jack deJohnette and 
horn players Joe Lovano and JD Allen. 
What's more, although there's plenty of 
space for improvisation, Kennedy brings 
a discipline so there's none of the 
noodling that can so often mar 
instrumental jazz recordings. **** 
Sound: The live ensemble playing is 
brilliantly captured by producer Jay 
Newland. Mention should also be made 
of Lucky Peterson's thrilling Hammond 
playing. **** NW

JIM CROCE
Life & Times
Castle
Music: The 'Bob Dylan of the truck-stop 
diner' spent a decade playing folk joints 
before finally breaking through with his 
weakest track, You Don't Mess Around 

With Jim, in 1972 - just months before 
a plane crash killed him. His third 
album was in many ways his best. It 
contains half a dozen moments of 
greatness, most noticeably the bitter 
sing-songy Next Time, This Time as well 
as the doomily wistful *These Dreams 

and the genuinely poignant Alabama 

Rain (the latter being, perhaps, the 
melodic forerunner of I'll Have To Say I 

Love You In A Song). Comes with a live 
bonus disc which has some wonderful 
moments - as well as the truly obscene 
Ball of Kerrymuir **** 
Sound: One of those clear, but 'real', 
recordings that NYC's Hit Factory 
produced in the 1970s. **** PS

ROBERT FRIPP
Exposure
DCM/Panegyric
Music: Fripp traces the multifarious and 
often punky music of Exposure to his 
trip to Berlin in 1977, where he 
recorded Heroes with Bowie and Eno. 
It's peppered by ambient 
'Frippertronics', the white soul voice of 
Hall and real sound snippets from Eno 
and guru JG Bennett. It's a rich stew 
including the prog of Breathless, the 
new wave sneer of You Burn Me Up I'm 

A Cigarette and the poignancy of Here 

Comes The Flood, without seeming 
fractured. Disc two is a remixed 1983 
version with five bonus cuts. **** 
Sound: Originally the 17-track vinyl 
album had a terrible sound, but 
thankfully Simon Heyworth has 
remastered everything to a bright, 
in-your-face, sheen. **** MP
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "it K a thmg of radiant, long-form beauty'
MILES DAVIS In A Silent Way Columbia

Music: This album marked Miles' crossover from pure jazz to a 
fusion of jazz and rock that was to shape the future of both 
forms. The line-up Miles gathered in 1969 was nothing short 
of stellar Hancock, Shorter and Williams had played with him 
before but were joined by four relative unknowns: John 
Mclaughlin, Joe Zawinul, Chick Corea and Dave Holland. The 
sessions they produced can be heard on the Complete Silent 
Way three-disc set, but this is the final cut and it is a thing Qf

radiant, long-form beauty without which your musical life will 
not be complete. *****
Sound: A good vinyl print of this might sound better than the 
24-bit CD remaster, but it would require a fine turntable and 
a clean pressing to prove the point. By modern standards, it's 
a shade hard-edged with a floor of tape hiss; while the band 
is confined to left and right channels, the trumpet gets centre 
stage and the only real scale in the mix. **** JK

■

BADLY DRAWN BOY
Born In The UK

EMI

Music: If you thought Damon Gough - aka 
Badly Drawn Boy - was an introspective, 
homespun singer-songwriter, you're in for a 
surprise with his fifth album since winning the 
Mercury Prize for his 2000 debut. The
Springsteen-inspired title track sets the tone - a rock'n'roll anthem that 
presents the other side of the coin to the Pistols' Anarchy in the UK with a 
rollicking celebration of everything that's great about Blighty. The lovely, 
Bacharach-like piano ballad Nothing's Going To Change Your Mind affords a 
rare, more intimate moment before it's back to the denser, rock textures of 
Welcome To The Overground and the almost disco-sounding Walk You Home. 
They're still great songs - but long-time fans might want to inspect carefully 
before purchase. ***
Sound: You can thank producer Nick Franglen from Lemon Jelly for the change 
of direction. Gough didn't really need a sampledelic knob-twiddler - but at least 
he's chosen one of the best. *** NW

ELGAR
Piano Music: Enigma Variations; 
Dream Children; Sonatina; May Song 
Ashley Wass
Naxos 8.570166
Music: The Enigma Variations for piano 
is a reduction composed by Elgar 
himself. Most of the other compositions 
are relatively short. The collection 
reveals a more eclectic and international 
side to Elgar the composer than is 
sometimes allowed by his stereotyping 
as the quintessential patriotic English 
composer. Ashley Wass turns out to be 
an ideal interpreter; his playing has 
bold dynamics and expression, with 
enough virtuosity to carry the music off 
without making it hard work. **** 
Sound: Wass extracts a ripe, full and 
colourful sound which does full justice 
to the scores on a Steinway in St 
George's Church in Brandon Hill, Bristol. 
Good stuff **** AC

RAVEL
Daphnis et Chloe
Myung-Whun Chung (conductor), 
Orchestre Philharmonique et Choeur de 
Radio France
DGG 002 8 9 47 7 5 7 0 6
Music: Ravel's complex, sophisticated 
score is performed by a large orchestra 
with occasional interventions in the 
form of wordless off-stage choral 
passages. Daphnis is undeniably a 
masterpiece, and receives here a 
passionate, clearheaded account from 
an orchestra and conductor steeped in 
the Ravel tradition. ***** 
Sound: This Radio France recording 
addresses the density and range of the 
complex score, but it is a difficult 
recording to pull off successfully. It's 
one that makes great demands on the 
replay system and this could have 
benefited from the additional resolving 
power ofSACD. **** AC

■■■■■■I

WWW

DVD-AUDIO & SACD

QUINSIN NACHOFF
Magic Numbers
SACD (stereo/multichannel SACD plus stereo CD) 
Songlines
Music: Quinsin Nachoff is a Canadian saxophonist 
and composer with a taste for the unconventional; 
Magic Numbers combines a jazz trio and a string 
quartet. Nachoff sites influences as diverse as Sonny 
Rollins, Shostakovich and Schoenberg and it's the 
latter two who seem to be primarily in evidence here.
Along with Nachoff's tenor and soprano saxes we have Mark Helias on bass and 
the impressive Jim Black on drums. The string players consist of three violins, 
viola and cello.The result varies between interestingly contrapuntal and 
outright challenging in the second Viennese school tradition. The album 
explores the textures and tones of its instrumentation in striking ways and while 
it occasionally gets a little angular, there is no shortage of ideas. *** 
Sound: The recording captures the powerful dynamics and broad tonal range of 
the various instruments in the mix, reproducing the natural acoustic of the 
drums and the subtle textures of the strings. ***** JK

TCHAIKOVSKY, STRAVINSKY
Suite No. 3 in G, Op 55; Divertimento
Vladimir Jurowski, Russian National Orchestra
SACD (stereo/multichannel SACD plus stereo CD)
Pentatone PTC 5186061
Music: Although there doesn't seem a lot to 
connect the two pieces on this disc, other than the 
fact that they are both Russian, the cover notes make 
a convincing case that there are clear links between 
the two. Musically, too, they are not as far apart as 
you might expect as the Stravinsky is neo-classical,

Tchaikovsky
Sui#

Stravinsky

Russian
National Orchestra

Vladimir Jurowski

like Pu/cine/la, rather than from the spiky Rite Of Spring school. The performance 
by the Russian National Orchestra is totally compelling, and is beautifully 
directed by the relatively young Vladimir Jurowski. *****
Sound: The recording from Polyhymnia studios has tremendous clarity in its 
detail and textures, combined with a solid sense of body, and that peerless 
rubato that Russian orchestras often bring to play with Russian music. In fact, 
the recording quality complements the performance, making this a disc that 
truly illustrates the multichannel benefits that SACD can bring. ***** AC

ELEANOR MCEVOY
Out There
SACD (stereo SACD plus stereo CD)
MoscoDiSC
Music: The classically trained Irish singer-songwriter 
has been crafting thoroughly decent, highly 
successful, if unspectacular, folk rock albums since 
1996 and has already shown an affection for the 
high-resolution and surround possibilities of SACD - 

this is her second album to be released in the format. 
She plays almost every instrument on this set of

eleanorMcEvoy

mid-paced songs, which vary from the catchy Non Smoking Single Female to a 
lament for the lost soul of the Celtic economic tiger in Fields Of Dublin 4.

Elsewhere there's and an instrumental air on violin, a stripped-down version of 
the Marvin Gaye classic Mercy Mercy Me, which brings the lyrics to the fore, and 
some clever lyrical wordplay in a collaboration with the Beautiful South's Dave 
Rotheray, Quote I Love You Unquote. ***
Sound: Recorded at the recently refurbished Grange Studio in Norfolk, it's a 
warm, even cosy sound with the SACD track in particular giving full range both 
to McEvoy's smoky Dublin brogue and the largely acoustic arrangements. No 
wonder she's a favourite among hi-fi buffs. ***** DO
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••THE sound was so magical
MERLIN HIMSELF WOULD SURELY BUY ONE"

Hi R HEW / OCTOBER *06 / IW K»t-ER f REF S

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE 3 VACUUM TUBE PRE AMPLIFIER

"THE SOUND OF THE PH7 IS WHAT COUNTS AND
IT'S A STUNNER"

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE PH7 VACUUM TUBE PRE- PRE AMPLIFIER

“IT JUST SOUNDS LIKE YOU ALWAYS HOPED 
CD COULD SOUND, IF CD WAS DONE RIGHT"

HFC TH? COLltECTION / MAY *06 / AI.AN SIRCOM I CO7

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE CD 7 VACUUM TUBE CD PLAYER

Audio Research has always used the knowledge gained through their Reference series components to benefit every model in their
range. Phono stages. pre-amplifiers, power amps - Audio Research believes, like Formula 1 car designers, that the benefits gained at the cutting 
edge should be shared.

A new entry-level pre-amp delivers a taste of Reference sonics to a audience: the LS17. Fully-featured and supremely functional, it is a 
dream match for the VS55 stereo power r - an astonishingly affordable introduction to Bill Johnson's wizardry. And we remain dazzled by 
the LS26, which we suspect will find timt driving more than a few Reference 11Os.

Reference 110 is the t v st ever single-chassis. stereo power amplifier in the Reference range: the 2x11OW Reference 110 - a perfect match for the 
LS26 or the Ref 3, the finest pre-amp ever issued by Audio Research. But there's more.

So fine is the CD3 Mk II that Audio Research was inspired to develop it further. The resultant CD7 is so good - its internals include a
Ref ’' output stage - that this player has earned the honour of becoming the first-ever Reference series digital source component. For 
analogue supporters. the all-tube Ref PH7 phone stage is p*vimA the best phono section available today. Completed with either the ttsasUp Ref 
610T or 210 monoblocks, the Reference models reign supreme.

The bloodline strengthens.

absolute sounds ltd
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 - 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com -

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com


ChoiceNbil
The pick of this month's best letters
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London 
NWI 6NW. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

MAINS EVENT
After trying all possible combinations of 
interconnects and speaker cables at my 
disposal and having achieved the best sound 
possible, I then learn from your magazine that 
mains leads can have an equally measurable 
effect on sound. Hours spent researching the 
subject led me to the conclusion that the 
most effective method of defeating RF and 

EMI is to use braided cables. If it were this 
simple, I thought, then just plaiting my mains 
leads would surely have the same effect. It 
proved impracticable to plait more than three 
leads at a time, but what a difference this 
simple procedure has made. The sound is 

cleaner, has greater depth and the bass 
especially is tighter and more melodic.

Jim Hull via email

so

system that you tested in 
the same issue, uses a

digital signal from your PC 
mucked about with that it

Above: Clearer Audio Silver-line power cable

HFC We'll pass this one on to Jimmy 
Hughes, Jim. Do try and borrow a few leads 
from a dealer, however, as you might find 
there are further gains to be had without 
spending too much. Supra's £40 LoRAD is a 
good place to start (01223 441299) and if 

you fancy something clearly different, try 
Clearer Audio's Silver-line cable at £150 
(01702 543981 ).

A TWEAK TOO FAR

I refer to Jimmy's Tweaks number 44 - Don't 

OD on Tweaks - in your September issue 
(HFC 284) Jimmy says, "don't buy too many 
cones''. How about don't buy any for a 
change? Why can't these tweaks ever be 
about something real? How many audiophiles 

actually know, for instance, that 
the Russ Andrews RAVE USS

bears little resemblance to the 
original7 And yes, there are 

tweaks to fix this, but is that 
so time consuming (and 
geeky) to talk about, that 

you have to stick with the 
nonsense of cones7

Ali Elam New York City

"I thought that just 
plaiting my mains 
leads would have the 
same effect."
HFC Over the years, Jimmy's Tweaks have 

introduced us all to some very practical 
tips, many of which involve only time and 
not expense. In fact, Tweak number 44 to 

which you refer, is an attempt to try and 
save us all time and money by not OD'ing 
on accessories, and that's advice we hope 
most of you would appreciate.

HD FOR CD?
Whatever happened to HDCD? It seemed like 
an eminently good idea to get 20-bit quality 
from a 16-bit format, without the need for 
special media at special media prices, while 
remaining compatible with standard players. 
The few machines to appear with the 
necessary on-board HDCD decoding certainly 
seemed to validate the benefits of this 
approach. So why has it not been more widely 
adopted? Is it anything to do with the 
relationship between Pacific Microsonics and 
Microsoft? Have politics once again robbed 
the consumer of affordable high-quality □

Letterofthemnth
VINYL REVIVAL
There’s been some coverage in the press 
recently about vinyl’s comeback. Let’s hope 
this latest resurgence is not as transient as 

the popularity of some of the young upstarts. 
It appears that some singles have made it 
into what’s left of the singles chart, based 
purely on vinyl sales alone. An article that I 
read even suggested that vinyl is cool again 
in youth culture and that the future may see 
vinyl survive and CD disappear. It’s great to 
see positive reports on the black stuff.

Dominic Lobo via email

HFC It is great to see, Dominic. This year, 
for the first time in nearly a decade, sales 
of seven-inch vinyl singles topped the 
million mark. Whether this is the start of a 

vinyl revivial or just another short-lived 
teenage fad like Pokemon cards and 

Tamagotchi remains to be seen.
Every good bit of publicity for vinyl is a 

small victory for high-quality audio in the 
home. After all, people will always need a 
turntable to play their vinyl on and a hi-fi 
system to play it through... although we 

have seen a USB turntable!

The author of our letter of the month 
receives a one-metre pair of Crystal 
Cable Connect Piccolo interconnects 
worth £260, featuring a silver/gold 
conductor with Kapton insulation, plus a 
transparent Teflon jacket So get writing! 
(150 words max please...)
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[Choice Mail] Readers' letters

CJ sound, just as has happened with the 
potential for DAB' One sometimes wonders 
whether audio technology is going forwards 
or backwards as far as quality is concerned.

Douglas Marc Herts

HFC We spoke to Marantz's Brand 
Ambassador, Ken lshiwata, who replied: 

"HDCD was indeed developed to have 
20-bit resolution from 16-bit systems using 
a very specific and complicated technique. 
Pacific Microsonics offered a chipset for 
this processing. Within this process, very 
specific digital filtering was employed; in 
fact - and this is my own personal point of 
view - this digital filter had a distinctive 
sound characteristic.

"As you may know, Marantz has been 
working on its own digital filtering for CD 
playback for almost two decades. We know 
very well how digital filtering influences 
the sound of CD, and HDCD sound 
characteristics are similar to this specific 
digital filter. There are still many extremely 
good HDCD discs made in certain 
continents, especially China."

GROUPIE
I enjOY Hi-Fi Choice every month, with its mix 
of in-depth reviews and lab-based group tests, 
but I do miss the days when you published 
more than one comparative test. As I am a 
consumer, I am far more likely to buy a 
product that has done well in a test 
environment than one that has been reviewed 
in isolation by a reviewer with no obvious 
comparative rival. Indeed, a Best Buy award in 
an Ultimate Croup Test for me is the green 
light to buy and I for one miss reading more 
group tests. Say you'll bring them back7

Russel Martin Dorset

HFC If only we had enough pages, Russel. 
We'd love to run another group test but some 

manufacturers still shy away from our 
no-holds-barred comparative testing, which is 
why we agree that an Ultimate Croup Test 
winner is a seriously good bit of kit.

SUPPORT REPORT
I'm trying to find an equipment support and 
have been told that those with glass shelves 
and wooden legs are best at minimising 
resonances. I've also been told that wooden 
shelves and metal legs are superior in this 
respect. Is one really better than the other7

Andrew Bevan Bristol

HFC There are differences in the sound of 
different shelving materials, for sure. We've 

often found that traditional glass and steel 
racks add their own sonic character, good 
or bad. Glass with wood offers some 
improvement, but for maximum resonance 
damping, try all wood, or even composite 
racks. Clearlight Audio's RDC Aspekt

Above:
Custom Design 
Icon Signature 
Acoustic rack

"I've been told that 
those with glass 
shelves and wooden 
legs are best."
(01635 291357) is a great composite 
design at £725, and one of our current 
favourites is the £600 Custom Design Icon 
Signature Acoustic (0191 262 4646), 
which uses wooden legs with glass shelves 
faced with Custom Design's unique 
Acoustic Steel.

DO YOU WANT TO BE FAMOUS?
Now’s your chance! We're looking for avid 
hi-fi fans to appear in a new feature called 
System File, in which we aim to explore, 
explain and experience the hi-fi system of 
one lucky reader per issue.
The idea is this: first, you send us a letter or 
an email, explaining why you and your 
hi-fi should be featured. Then, we pick one 
reader and arrange one of our reviewers to 
visit, with notebook and camera in hand. 
Finally, once the lucky reader and our 
reviewer have finished listening, describing, 
discussing and recommending, we publish 
the results - for the benefit of all!
If you'd like to be considered for this feature, 
simply write a 'review' of your system - good 
or bad - using 500 words or less and send it 
to: System File, Hi-Fi Choice, Future 
Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London 
NW I 6NW Alternatively, you can email it to: 
tim.bowern@futurenetco.uk. If we pick you, 
you'll not only receive a visit from one of our 
reviewers - you'll also get a special Hi-Fi 
Choice goody bag thrown in, too! So get 
writing.. the first instalment of System File 
will appear in a few issues' time.

Onlinekum A few choice comments plucked from our online 
forum. Join in the fun at www.hifichoice.co.uk

uroamana’i-*

The clinical sound of 
compact disc is making 
me think it might be 
worthwhile getting 
something to play vinyl 
on. Can anyone 
recommend something? 
I'd be happy with a 
Michell Gyro but it’s a bit 
pricey considering I have 
only 10 LPs so far.

Celestion

...Look at Project’s 
offerings or something by 
Rega. ClearAudio is more 
stylish, with some nice 
budget decks. If you're 
looking for great value, 
give the Project 

Xperience X-pack a 
serious look.

Skippy

...For sound per pound go 

fora Rega P3. If you 
want pretty sounds try a 
Roksan Radius 5 with 
Nima Tonearm.

Dudywo:

I've just bought a 

Puresound Bewitch A30 
Class A valve integrated 
amp over the weekend 
from Coherent Systems. If 
you have around £2,000 

to spend on a new amp, 
you'd be a fool not to 
consider this beauty, I've 
been after one for a 
while. Those with bad 
backs stay away,

Kingsxfan

Throw away your stupid 
two-channel systems 
right now! Check out 
Geneva Lab’s Model XL 

iPod docking system.
still tones

...There doesn't seem to 
have been much thought 
to the design - there's no 
handle on the top and no 
padding underneath - 
how am I supposed to 
carry that around on my 
shoulder!?

Telstr
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Black is back. And now, it's even better.
Our upgraded Reference 300 mk Ill DAB has enhanced class leading sound 
performance. The Reference 255 DAB has the unique USB playback and record 
(to MP3) facility setting it further apart from the competition. Adding a new 
dimension to the Reference family s the all new DVD system, the DR-H300 DAB 
offering HDMI output to enhance the quality of your movies. All systems have 
DAB radio. Pair any of these systems with our new iPod Nano wireless remote 
control adapter, the IW-C5 and you will really 'get connected'.
It's what you would expect from the leaders in digital music.
Don't wait, get connected now at your nearest retailer or contact TEAC on 
0845 130 25 II or at inf^c@teac.co.uk
(And if you still prefer the traditional look, they're also available in silver)

www.teac.co.uk

"Get 
connected" 
TEAC
The leaders in digital music

mailto:c@teac.co.uk
http://www.teac.co.uk
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s pread across the next 40 pages you'll find our pick of the best hi-fi 
components currently available, painstakingly plucked from each 
relevant product category with prices ranging from entry-level to

the aspirational high end.
As you'd expect from Hi-Fi Choice, this is no flippant, Oscars-style 

ceremony. Instead, we have rigorously filtered all our favourite products to 
come up with a final list of Award-winning components to suit every 
pocket - after all, how could you possibly compare the best CD player 
costing less than £500 to the best priced at over £5,000? Both deserve to 
be judged against their peers, and that's just what you get with HFC.

experience: the HFC reviewing team! We then gradually whittled down 
our list of both stereoa nd multichannel components until we reached a 
final, democratically agreed selection, with three products in each price 
category ranked in order of Gold, Silver and Bronze. We checked the 
availability of each product and made sure the list is as up to date as 
possible - that's why some of the featured products are reviewed for the 
first time in this very issue. The result is an Awards edition for those who 
really care about quality - hi-fi awards you can really trust.

Of course, anyone's choice of hi-fi will ultimately come down to personal 
taste, and you'll find many other fine components worthy of your audition 
list nestling in our Buyer's Bible section at the back of the magazine. Yet 
all our special Award winners have succeeded due to their exceptional mix 
of qualities at each individual price point - whether the gong is Gold, 
Silver or Bronze, these are products you simply have to hear The shortlist 
for your next upgrade starts here....

THE JUDGING PANEL

Amplifiers Loudspeakers

THE JUDGING PROCESS
The process we undertake in judging our Awards is painstaking. We've 
listened to the kit, measured it and sought the opinions of blind listening

CONTENTS
CD players 
DVD players 
Turntables 
Radio tuners 
Hard disk audio components 
One-box CD systems 
Stereo amplifiers 
Multichannel amplifiers 
Loudspeakers 
Subwoofers 
Speaker cables 
Interconnect cables 
Digital interconnect cables 
Mains conditioners/cables
Headphones
Equipment supports 
Speaker stands

32
37
41
45
47
47
48
53
56
61

63
65
65
67
69
71

Source Components

Hi-Fi Choice's current 
Editor-In-Chief

Former Hi-Fi Choice Top hi-fi and home
Editor, speaker master cinema journalist

JASON KENNEDY ALAN SIRCOM
Former Hi-Fi Choice Virtuoso hi-fi and 
Editor, audio expert home cinema reviewer

Hi-Fr Choice's resident 
electronics guru

Hi-Fi 
Revi

Renowned revie 
and industry e:
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► BEST CD PLAYER UNDER .£500

Rega Apollo
PRICE £498 CONTACT S 01702 333071 • www.rt

On e of our most stunning discoveries of 
the year has to be Rega's new entry-level 

CD player -the brilliant Apollo. We've been 
banging on about this top-loader for months 
now, so what's so special' Its sheer musical

ability, that's what. Its delivery is crisp and 
fluid, with good bass and a great midrange, 
but the most impressive aspect is its 
high-frequency performance - astonishingly 
extended and detailed for a sub-£500 player.

Marantz SA7001

Cambridge Audio 
Azur 640Cv2

I BEST CD PLAYER £500^1,

CyrusCDBx

NaimCD5i

Cambridge Audio Azur 840C
j LAICE £ 750 CONTAT a 0870 9œ 1000 # www.cambndgeaudio.com

Given that Cambridge Audio is best 
known for its budget wonders, the new

Azur 840 CD player and amp came as 
something of a surprise. The 840C is the fruit 
of a partnership with Swiss digital experts

Anagram, resulting in a genuinely innovative 
CD player of extraordinary ability given its 
price point. Its sound is beautifully subtle 
and refined - truly, an 'open window' on the 
music being played. At £750, it's a bargain.
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I BEST CD PLAYER £1 £2,000

Copland CDA823
PRICE £1,750
CONTACT LAY 020 8971 3909 ® www.copland.dk

)JHJttwJt! ' 

JlAs

¿lliill À

Meridian GO&
PRICE £1,695
CONTACT e 01480 4^5678 www/meridian-audio.cotn

Rega Saturn

If you'd suggested to us at the start of the 
year that Rega would scoop two of our

annual Gold Awards and both would be for—

CD players - we might not have taken you 
seriously. And yet the company, best known 

for its legendary turntables, has pulled off 
this unlikely double with two brilliantly 
designed machines. The new Saturn builds on 
the Apollo's premiss, delivering stronger bass 
and more precision. A true audiophile bargain.

I BEST CD PLAYER £2,000^£5,l

Classe CDP-202
PRICE £4,750
CONTACT LAY 01tw3 2215LAY www.dasseauäoxorn

11 I l If i I'»

Resolution Audio 
Opus21

Esoteric X-03SE
PRICE £2.995
CONTACT 0 0127 7 227355 tw v^ww soluaonaudiocom

PRICE ¿4 995 CONTtw LAY 01727 U65A8S .£

There are two things you should know 
about Esoteric. First, it's the uber

audiophile division of Japanese firm TEAC. 
Second, it's responsible for perhaps the finest 
range of high-end, cost-no-object CD/SACD 

players on the planet Believe it or not, the 
X-03SE is Esoteric's entry-level model in the 
UK, but it still delivers astonishing sonic 
detail and precision, coupled with a gorgeous 
sense of musical structure. Truly, it's brilliant
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It has the kind of performance 
that products in the next price 

class upwards would envy, yet has 
sacrificed nothing in build, finish 

or usability in the process.

I CD31
If you want an elegant, superbly 

built top-end player. Primare's C031 is an excellent place to 
start. It sounds fabulous and is 

built to sky-high standards.

Primare marries timeless Scandinavian design with impeccable build quality to 
deliver sound and vision as large as life itself from elegant, compact audio and 
video components that are as easy to install as they are to appreciate

Affordable high end audio and video from Scandinavia

www.cseso luti ons. co. u k 01423 359054

For further information please visit www.primare.net

http://www.cseso
http://www.primare.net


BEST CD PLAYER OVER £5,

MJ®

»

Naim Audio CD555

lbw

I

Pf\ICE £14,000 CONTACT e 0172242^æ • wawr.aim-audio.com

INFO - DISC PLAYERS

This category resulted in some of the 
hottest debate among our Judging

Panel, which isn't surprising given the wealth 
of sublime CD spinners available at this end 
of the market. It's largely a matter of taste, 

and both the Esoteric and Audio Research 
machines (right) are stunning. But in the end 
we plumped for Naim's masterpiece - the 
year's most talked about high-end player and 
the ultimate statement of Nairn musicality

Esoteric X-01 
Limited

K!

PRICE £9,495 (G-Os Clock Generator, also pictured: £8,995) 
CONTACT Q 01727 865488 ® www.teac.com/esoteiic

WJOJJiiÎ

Audio Research 
Reference CD7
PRICE £7.998
CONTACT a 020 8971 3909 Ä www.audioresearch.com

S ome say that the dedicated CD player has had its day, and 
that the future of audio lies with multiformat, multichannel 
disc players, hard disk-based servers and sundry PC-linked

playback devices. At HFC, we'd agree - certainly in terms of a 
macroscopic view of the market. But that's not the whole story.

I n hi-fi circles, the age of the dedicated CD player is far from 
over - that's why we've devoted three pages of our Awards to a 
comprehensive summation of the current state of the art. True 
enough, unit sales of CD separates are a fraction of what they 
once were, and dedicated audio CD mechanisms have become 
much harder for manufacturers to source. And yet a steady 
stream of new CD players from specialist companies continues 
unabated, this year joined - interestingly enough - by new 
models from broad-scale Far Eastern brands like Denon, Onkyo 
and Yamaha. These are brands that have largely focused their UK 
operation on home cinema in recent years, so their renewed 
participation in the hi-fi separates sector tells you something 
about the state of the market. Stereo, it seems, is back ।

As long as we continue to have large, expanding and treasured 
CD collections, a dedicated CD player by and large remains the 
best way to make the most of your discs. There are various 
reasons for this. One is that the complexity brought about by the 
inclusion of video circuits and so on can interfere with the audio 
signal. Another is that through two decades of experimentation 
and acquired knowledge, the sheer variety of finely tuned 
designs allows the consumer to choose the ideal candidate for 
his/her own budget, musical taste and sonic preferences.

That said, the concept of the multiformat disc player is equally 
valid for the hi-fi/music enthusiast. Across the next few pages 
you will see some of the best, beginning with a selection of DVD 
players from £250 to almost £4,000. Few of these will match our 
Award-winning CD players in corresponding price categories with 
straightforward CD replay, but they are improving in this regard 
and the best machines now sound genuinely impressive as CD 
sources. What's more, all do a splendid job with DVD-Video discs, 
and all play at least one high-resolution multichannel music 
format - DVD-Audio and/or SACD (DVD players that work with 
both are commonly termed 'universal disc players' - a handy 
catch-all solution that's improving with each generation).

In truth, neither DVD-Audio nor SACD has set the commercial 
music world alight. But classical music fans in particular may find 
the SACD catalogue worth investigating - if you're looking for a 
suitable player, consider a universal, or an audio-only CD/SACD 
player like the Marant SA7001 (p32) or Esoteric X-03SE (p33).

The emergence of new hard disk-based audio components with 
serious audio intent remains more of a trickle than a stream, but 
you'll find a trio worthy of investigation on p47. This year we've 
decided not to give the ubiquitous iPod any further publicity - it 
hardly needs our help - and instead focus on dedicated devices for 
home hi-fi replay. Expect this sector to pick up some pace in the 
coming year And finally, a word about Blu-ray and HD DVD. The 
UK launch of these new video-oriented optical disc formats is 
imminent, but the jury is still out on the impact they'll have on the 
home movie market, Jet alone the music sector. Watch this space...
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The Ayre MX-R represents a radical new approach to power 
amplifier design, exceeding all previously known performance 

limits. Housed in an ultra-rigid chassis machined from a solid 
block of aircraft-grade aluminum, the MX-R's unique form factor 
provides for easy placement as well as a stunning appearance.

Innovative new circuit technologies combine to create a 
previously unrealized sonic experience that will deepen 

your appreciation of your favourite music.

o symmetry
t: 01727 865488

e: info@symmetry-systems.co.uk

w: www.symmetry-systems.co.uk

mailto:info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
http://www.symmetry-systems.co.uk


BEST DVD PLAYERUNDER£600

Denon DVD-1930
PRICE £250 FORMATS DVD-V/DVD-A/CD/SACD 
CONTACT a 01234 741200 # www.denon.co.uk

Marantz DV7600
PRICE £flOO LARDATO DVD-V/DVD-A/CD/SACD CONTACT a 0175J b80Hb8S www maranG.œrn

You can buy a DVD player for next to nothing these days. But if you want a player that will play music to true hi-fi standards, while also doing a fine job with movies, you'll need to spend a good deal
more. The DV7600 is a great example: it's not stacked with video-oriented gadgets but it's a great all-rounder, good with movies and class-leading with music on CD, SACD and DVD-A alike - a DVD player for music fans.

o BEST DVD PLAYER£600^£1,000

Homi RW
o

«-to- WAto to«.,

° O o o (~
9^ pp.*»«- gT^ ■

Pioneer DV-989AVÌ-S
PRICE t800 FO^A^ DVD-V/DVD-A/CD/SACD CONT^ a 01153 /89$œ & www,piomeerco.uk

Pioneer was the first company to produce a so-called 'universal' player - one which plays DVD-Audio andSACD hi-res music discs as well as CDs and DVD-Videos - and it still makes some of the most competitive
machines around. The DV-989AVi may not be the very latest but it remains one of the greatest, combining cracking picture quality with great sonics and a comprehensive range of connection options - great value all round.

JU'/J

Harman Kardon 
DVD47

PRICE £400 FORMATS DVD-WDVD-A/CD/SACD
CONTACT a 01707 278100 & www.harmankardon.com
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Sony DVP-NS9100ES
PRICE £1,000 FORMATS DVD-V/CD/SAÇD 
CONTACT S 08705 111999 to www.sony.co.uk

'¿HISilSJSi
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Arcam DiVA DV79
PRICE £1,000 FORMATS DVD-WDVD-A/CD 
CONTACT a 01223 203200 ® www.arcam.co.uk

awards 2006 | HI-FI CHOICE 37

http://www.denon.co.uk
piomeerco.uk
http://www.harmankardon.com
http://www.sony.co.uk
http://www.arcam.co.uk


IXOS IXOTICA

Kina
of cables
“...an extremely transparent, almost ‘glass 
clear’ cable that scythes through the mix 
with tremendous alacrity...Overall, an ab
solutely super product that’s ideal for those 
with smooth systems, and want to get to the 
heart of musical matters.”
HI-FI WORLD MAY 2006
IXOTICA 1X1 REVIEW

CAMPANILE - 3000 SERIES

www. ixos. co. uk
Bolzano Villetri's stunning new loud

speakers re-write the rules through 
cutting edge technology.

The unique construction of Bolzano 
Villetri radiates sound through 360° 

using counter aperture principles; this 
patented technology is called 

'RoundStream®Technology'. Unlike 
conventional speakers, Roundstream® 
Technology emulates the true acoustic 
essence of real instruments - the result 

is quite breathtaking!

Bristol 
Leamington Spa 
Glasgow

Dealer Name

Audio Excellence 
Sony Centre 
Stereo Stereo

Only available through the 
following specialist Retailers

To experience the Bolzano Villetri sound visit www.bolzanovilletri.com, 
locate the dealer nearest to you and book a demonstration. The Bolzano 

Villetri loudspeaker range is exceptional value for money and will soon 
have you re-evaluating your priorities in loudspeaker fulfilment.

www.bolzanovilletri.com
YBI Distributions Ltd, Exclusive Distributors for Europe 

Telephone: +44(0) 207 2448240 / email: bv@ybidistributions.com

http://www.bolzanovilletri.com
http://www.bolzanovilletri.com
mailto:bv@ybidistributions.com


BEST DVD PLAYER £1,000^£2,000

Denon DVD-3930
PRICE fl,100 FORMATS DVD V/DVD-A/CD/SACD CONTACTS 01234 741200 & .£wdenonxo.uk

Reviewed this very issue, Denon's brand 
new DVD-3930 is a real disc-playing 

tour de force. Performance is state of the art 
for a multiformat player at the price, fusing 
'near HD' video upscaling with a thoroughly

impressive sonic ability. There's some tough 
competition around - both the Arcam and 
Marantz players (right) are fabulous music 
and movie machines - but at just fl,100, 
the Denon pips them for the top prize here.

Arcam DiVA DV137

«
 SO

U
RCE CO

Marantz DV9600
PRICE £1,500 FORMATS DVD-V/DVD-A/CD/SACD 
CONTACT e 01753 680868 © www.maranLAcom .

BEST DVD PLAYER OVER £2,000

Denon DVD-A1XVA

NaimDVD5
PRICE £2,425 FORMATS DVD-V/CD (LAD-A £260 .£ra) 
CO TOT e 01722 426^ ® ^.nai^audiocom

Meridian G98AH
LA.£E £3,625 ro^n DVO-V/OVD-A/CO CONTACTS 01480.445678. « ^/.mendfan-audiox^.

Meridian has long been at the forefront 
of high-end digital audio, but in 

recent years the company has secured a 
place at the cutting edge of digital video, 
too. The G98AH sports a full set of analogue

outputs alongside Meridian's hi-res digital 
connections, and benefits from its maker's 
continuous improvement programme to 
keep it ahead of the pack. Both sonically and 
visually, it's top notch - in a word,stunning.
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The Award Winning Silver RS i..oudsoeaker Series
Time to raise your expectations with the RS loudspeakers from Monitor Audio.
Endowed with our signature blend of craftsmanship, technology and compelling 
sound quality, they've won near universal acclaim from the critical press.

Hi-Fi Choice loved the RS8's 'excellent timing' and 'explicit imaging',while 
What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision?, enjoyed the RS1's 'first rate' integration and the 
RS6's 'detail and punch'. They know what it takes to make a great speaker. 
Should you listen? Of course you should.

For details on the RS Series please visit: 
www.monitoraudio.co.uk 
mail: info@monitoraudio.co.uk 
or call free on: 0800 0352032

0 MONITOR AUDIO"

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2005
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

SPEAKER PACKAGES
MONITOR AUDIO RS6 AV

RS6-AV. Awards 05

WHAT HI-FI?

**** ★
RS1, Oct 05

R56, Sept 05
RSW-12, May 06 
RS1-AV, Nov05

http://www.monitoraudio.co.uk
mailto:info@monitoraudio.co.uk


BEST TURNTABLE UNDER £500

Pro-Ject RPM 5
PRICE £400 (including Pro-Ject arm/Ortofon cartridge) 
CONTACT fit 01235 511166 w www.henleydesigns.co.uk

ii/AiUJ

Goldring GR2
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PRICE £265 (including Rega arm/Goldnng cartridge)
CONTACT e 01279 SOllll wwgoldnng co uk

The Funk Firm Funk
PRICE £4SO (tonearm/cartndge extra) CONTACT e 020 8697 2705 © www.thefunkfjfthrn-uk

Mew turntable brand The Funk Firm has 
taken our reviewers by storm this year. 

There are two decks in the current range, 
topped off by the excellent Funk V (see 
below). But it's the standard Funk we're 

focusing on in the sub-£500 category, and if 
you find yourself digging its, er, funky looks, 
you'll be bowled over by its sound. Team it 
with a Rega RB300 arm, along with the best 
cartridge you can afford, and it's stunning.

I BEST TURNTABLE £500^1,000

Funk Firm Funk V
PRICE £760 (tonearm/cartridge extra)
CONTACT Q 020 8697 2705 ® www.thefunkfirm.co.uk

Michell Tecnodec

Pro-Ject RPM 9.1
PRICE £ 1,0CXJ {mduding P10-Ject carbonfibre tonearm) COOT^^ m 0123S 511166 '°' ^ww .henleydesigns.co.uk -

Pro-Ject is one of the great success stories 
of recent turntable history. Although 

best known for its budget decks, the Czech 
firm has built a great reputation throughout 
the vinyl pantheon, thanks to excellent 

turntables like the new, improved RPM 9.1. 
Pictured here is the transparent acrylic
9.1 X, a bargain in both material and sonic 
terms, with a sound that's open, clear and 
thoroughly engaging.

PRICE £767 (inc arm) CONTACT e 020 8953 0771 
® www I uk
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The most accurate, transparent and natural

Performance
"I have to say that this is the finest 

speaker on the planet" 

- Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News

"I know of no other speaker I'd rather 

own, regardless of price"

- 5am Tellig, Stereophile magazine

By the highest standai)iK the 2905s get 

 

everything right to ajrf^gree that had me 

ng my head in awe" 

oe/ Key wood, Hi-Fi World

sh

New ESL Electrostatic Loudspeakers

A single'point-source' driver, so incredibly linear 
and cohesive that nothing can prepare you for 
the revelation that will unfold. No colouration, 
no distortion, no artefacts-just brilliant, natural, 
breathtaking detail and realism.

To arrange an audition with your nearest stockist, call 
Quad directly on: 0845 4580011 (option 4).

...the closest approach to the original sound

Quad Electroacoustics Ltd., IAG House, Sovereign Court, Huntingdon PE29 6XU, Tel 0845 4580011, www.quad-hifi.co.uk

http://www.quad-hifi.co.uk


BEST TURNTABLE £1 000 £3,000

SMEModellO
PRICE £2,776 (tonearm/cartridge extra) CONTACT e 01903 8143/1 C wwwsme.ltd uk

SME's superbly engineered tonearms and 
turntables have been delighting music 

fans for years, so it's thoroughly appropriate 
that one should feature in our Awards for 
yet another year. The entry-level Model lO's

price without a tonearm only just allows it to 
be shoehorned into this category, but add 
one of SME's own very fine arms and its 
delivery of the musical truth will eclipse just 
about every other turntable in its price range.

BEST TURNTABLE OVER £3,000

PRICE £6,OCX) (tonearm/cartridge extra)
CONTACT a 01480 457300 • www.avidhifi.co.uk

Brinkman LaGrange
.£ICE £6.895 (tonearm/cartndge CONTACT e 01727 865488 % wwwbrinkmarin-audio.com

Sure, it's a hefty price to pay for a 
turntable, with tonearm and cartridge to 

budget for on top, but in sonic terms this 
astounding deck is something of a bargain. 
It's the perfect turntable for those who

admire the stability of CD but crave the 
musicality of vinyl; it's dynamic, detailed and 
tonally neutral, with perfectly scaled precision 
and bass to die for. Quite simply, digital 
audio doesn't come close - at any price.

Rega P9

U
SO

U
RCE CO

Avidlcutus

PRICE £2,630 itonearm/cartridge extra)
CONTACT .£ 01252 702705 à wwwclearaudlode

PRICE £2,598 (including Rega RBI000 tonearm) 
CONTACT a 01702 333071 © www.rega.co.uk

Clearaudio 
Ambient

RoksanTMS2
PRICE £7,500 (including Roksan Artemiz tonearm) 
CONTACT a 01235 511166 ® www.roksan.co.uk

JU_
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specially selected by
What HiFi? Sound and Vision
WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

CD PLAYERS

CYRUS CD6S

CD PLAYER
BEST CD PLAYER £1000-£1500

CYRUS CD8x

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £750 - £1250

CYRUS 8vs2

time-shifting DAB radio to suit your lifestyle!
It’s a Cyrus tuner, so you know it will sound great. It’s bristling with the 
latest digital technology, like using EPG to select and record shows to 
an SD card while you’re out and about. To find out more about its 
advanced features visit www.cyrusaudio.com

Designed and built in Britain

http://www.cyrusaudio.com


j BEST RADIO TUNER UNDER £500

Denon TU-1800DAB
.£« Q5O TCre DAB/FM/AM COHTACT S 01234741200 ft »Wliimœfc

Denon's long-standing position at the 
forefront of the budget tuner market 

continues with this cracking model - our top 
recommendation for the second year 
running. Well-implemented flexibility is the

| ► BEST RADIO TUNER OVER £500

Creek Classic Tuner

Ma.£um Dynalab MD-901
PR.£E 01,295 n^ FM CONTACT W 020 8948 4153 © www.rnagnyrndynal

Digital radio has a lot going for it: variety, 
ease of use... but on pure sound quality 

grounds, you still can't beat a good FM 
tuner and a suitable rooftop 'twig'. If you're 
serious about your radio, the all-analogue 

key here, combining the practical advantages 
of DAB digital radio with a highly creditable 
FM performance, wrapped up in a neat 
package that's a joy to use. A great crossover 
product and very fine value for money.

tuners from Canadian FM radio specialist 
Magnum Dynalab are in a different league. 
The MD-90T is the entry-level model and it 
sounds breathtaking - only MD's more 
upmarket tuners deliver more.

PRICE £550 TYPE FM/AM
CONTACT a 01442 260146 © www.creekaudio.com
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I BEST HARD DISK AUDIO COMPONENT

Hermstedt 
Hifidelio Pro

Cambridge Audio Azur 640H
PRICE £6Ll0 TYPE 160G6 music server COOTACTS 0870 900 1000 <B www.carnbridgeaudio.cmm

Cambridge Audio goes from strength to 
strength. Not content with a new 

up-market CD player and amp. the company 
launched its first music server, the Azur 640H. 
Easy to use and simple to integrate into the

company's own Incognito multiroom system, 
the 640H can store, sort and playback up to 
3,000 songs on its 160GB hard disk. It's 
flexible and great value for money, and it 
even makes a pretty tasty CD player!

sj H/J

Yamaha 
CDR^HD1500

PRICE E850 TYPE 160GB music server
COOTACT S 01189 497656 # www.opposition-group.co.uk

PRICE £599 TYPE CD/hard disk recorder
CONTACT S 01923 233166 ® www.yamaha-uk.com I

»
 SO

U
RCE CO

► BEST ONE^BOX CD SYSTEM

Primare CDI10
roiCE £1,2TY TYPE CO player, amplifier, DAB /EM toner COOTACT e 01473.359054 & 'mi.pnmare.net

The emergence of more single-box stereo 
systems from specialist hi-fi brands has 

been an obvious trend this year Arcam's Solo 
remains popular', combining CD player, amp 
and DAB tuner in a single neat box, but there

are now some cracking alternatives - Audio 
Analogue's warmer sounding, valve-equipped 
Enigma, for example. But we reckon Primare's 
COi 10 is currently the best of the bunch - 
superbly built with a highly engaging sound.

ArcamSolo

Audio Analogue 
Enigma
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► BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER UNDER £500

Marantz PM7001
PRICE i 3 50 TYPE Integrated amplifier CONTACT m 01753 G80H60 e www.marantz.com

The PM7001 is the successor to another
HFC Award winner, the highly regarded PM7200. The new amp eschews the switchable Class A option of its predecessor in favour of an all-new Class AB stage, and 

the result is a 70-watt amp of exceptional poise, given its affordable price tag. Its sound is detailed and expressive, and it's well equipped too - a sub-£500 cracker that gives much more costly amps a run for their money.

Arcam DiVA 170

Cambridge Audio 
Azur 640A v2

I BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £500-£1,

Marantz PM7001 Kl
PRICE ESSO TYPE Integrated amplifier
CONTACT e O17S3 680868 '"1 wwv.marante.com

Arcam DiVA 190

Cambridge Audio Azur 8401
PEICE £750 TYPE Integrated amplifier COOTNTACT e 0870 HOO 100 • www.cambndgeaudio.corn

Not content with developing our new Gold Award-winning CD player in the£500-£l,000 category, Cambridge Audio has gone and made it a double 1 The Azur 840A is no ordinary amp: it features a new
and genuinely innovative technology that Cambridge calls Class XD. What you get is 120 watts per channel combined with tremendous subtlety and refinement, and the most glorious midrange this side of£1,000.

PRICE £850 TYPE Integrated amplifier
CONTACT a 01223 203200 « www.arcam.co.uk
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I BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £1 £2,000

Primare 130
.£CE £1.500 TCPE Wealed ¿mother CONTACTE 0

A re you looking for an amp that 
i combines weight and musical gravitas

with detail, rhythm and subtlety7 Then form 
an orderly queue, because Primare's 
heavyweight integrated delivers all of the

above - and then some. It's a dream to use, 
thanks to its excellent build quality and 
wonderfully solid controls; add its sonic 
prowess to the mix and this El,500 
integrated is something of a steal.

II► BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £2,000^£5,000

llHHUuteO VALVE

PRICE E 1,500 TYPE Pre/power amplifier
CONTACT © 01722 426600 © www naim-audio.com

K»
Ç ilHiji

Creek Destiny

Chapter Précis

PRICE £1,200 TYPE Integrated amplifier
CONTACT E 01442 260146 © www.creekaudio.com

PRICE £4,495 TYPE Integrated amplifier 
[CONTACT © 01392 686797 © www.chapterelectronic5.co.uk

U0L.-26.0dB

Naim Audio 
NAC122x/NAP150x

lOiaim

Densen Beat B-150
PRICE £3,00 TYPE Integrated amplifier
CONTACT e 01732 451938 ® www.densen.dk

Copland CTA405
PRICE £2,498 TYPE integrated vate CON.£T m 020 8971 300 fi- www.copland.dk

Following much deliberation involving 
some very fine amplifiers, we eventually 

plumbed for Copland's new valve-based 
integrated for our Gold Award in this 
category. It's not that we think it's the best

amp this side of five grand per se; it's just 
that its massively enjoyable musicality is 
extremely hard to beat at its price point. All 
the effusiveness of a great valve amp and 
none of the stereotypical softness. Brilliantl
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Minimalist masterpieces

Stunning sound quality and captivating good looks 
CREATE A STRIKING IMPRESSION IN ANY ENVIRONMENT.

When you strive for perfection in your work, 
WHY ACCEPT ANYTHING LESS IN YOUR HOME?

Simple to use and designed with the future in mind

Only through hearing will you truly believe. To locate your 
NEAREST DEALER CALL ACTIV DISTRIBUTION ON 01635 291357 

OR LOG ON TO WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM

LEEMA ACOUSTICS

Visit: www.leema-acoustics.com

Phone:

Email:

+44 (0)1938 811900

info@leema-acoustics.com

BEAUTIFULLY ENGINEERED S0UN0

Hydra slave amplifier lucana stereo amplifier Cygnus ADVANCED PRE-AMPLIFIER

http://WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM
http://www.leema-acoustics.com
mailto:info@leema-acoustics.com


► BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER OVER £5,000

T «7«
b-MUJEÍ

INFO - AMPLIFIERS

Krell FBI

This year, Krell unleashed the mightiest 
integrated amplifier ever devised. The FBI 

(Fully Balanced Integrated) is built on the 
grandest of scales, operating in pure Class A 
and delivering 300 watts per channel into

eight ohms, so even the most stubborn 
speakers are a walk in the park. Most 
impressive of all, that extraordinary power is 
married to the sort of solidity and resolution 
we've come to expect from Krell, and more.

here are several decisions to make when choosing an amp. For 
example, it's crucial you pick one with enough inputs to take all 
your sources, both present and future. And how about features 

like remote control and tone adjustment? Once vilified in specialist
hi-fi circles, it's now generally accepted that if implemented well, such 
niceties needn't have a broadly adverse effect on sound (though they 
might add to the price tag). Forthose with wide-ranging music tastes, 
tone controls many prove useful to tame aggressive recordings, for 
example, while remote control is a convenience many now take for 
granted - which is why amps without it are now few and far between. 

Another key decision is whether you want to built a straightforward 
two-channel system or whether you want to go multichannel for 
surround sound music and movie replay. This is simply a matter of 
priority - if you're building a system to primarily play music from 
sources like CD, vinyl and radio, then we'd suggest you concentrate 
your resources on optimising a pure stereo system. Remember also 
that there's nothing stopping you playing DVDs or SACDs in plain 
stereo - even surround sound discs will sound much better through a 
good two-channel set-up than through a bad multichannel one.

That said, multichannel AV amps are getting better all the time, 
notably in their ability to play two-channel material off CD etc. When 
building a multichannel system, don’t be swayed by unnecessary 
frills - work out how many channels you require (in many rooms, and 
with multichannel music in particular, 5.1 is perfectly sufficient). And 
while the number of surround processing formats (Dolby, DTS etal) is 
continually growing, it’s likely that many will remain unused in most 
systems - a plethora of processing options isn’t everything!

Ayre K-1xe/V-1xe
PRICE £12.490 /VPE Pre/power amplifier 
CONTACT a 017 27 86S488 # w^ayre&rn

Gamut DI 150
PRICE £5,650 TYPE Integrated amplifier 
CONTACT S 01252 702705 » www.gamutde

iiBu/n

o 
o 
o 
o

Much more important are the amplifying fundamentals - a healthy 
power supply, high-quality circuit components, appropriate shielding, 
signal paths that are as simple as possible and so on. There are now 
some remarkably good sub-£500 integrated multichannel amps on 
the market (like Sony's STR-DA1200ES, p53), but you shouldn’t 
expect miracles from something so complex and yet so affordable - a 
good, similarly priced two-channel amp will beat its AV equivalent 
hands down with a straight stereo source like CD. However, top-end 
multichannel integrated amplifierscan now perform all functions 
(stereo included) with aplomb, often with future-proof 'upgradability' 
built in to boot Just don't expect this level of quality to come cheap!

It's certainly true to say that multichannel music has taken the 'AV 
amp' concept away from its previous role as purely a slave to home 
cinema, with undoubted qualitative benefits. Perhaps the best way to 
experience 'hi-fi multichannel' is to buy a separate preamp/processor 
and multiple channels of power amplification from a specialist 
manufacturer. This is the most costly route of all, but also the most 
flexible and easy to optimise for genuine hi-fi sound. For the 
uninitiated, the results with a good multichannel DVD-Audio/SACD 
music disc or a DVD film soundtrack can be startling, with high-level 
two-channel sound a real possibility too.

Lastly, and briefly, the subject of power. The spec sheet isn’t 
everything, and in the case of AV amps in particular it's often 
misleading. But don't worry - with the exception of very low-powered 
valve designs, most modern amps will have no trouble driving most 
modern speakers. It’s the sonic character that really counts (to which 
many factors contribute) - not nominal figures on the spec sheet!
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Exceeding expectations....

lsoTek are probably the best 
known producer of high quality 
power conditioners in the UK. Over 
the last 5 years the company has 
won close to 20 awards, the latest 
being international recognition.
With products starting at £15.00 
lsoTek continues to offer superb 
performance and value for money.

"Excellent build qualig, protection circuits, a fujy-adaptive 
filtration circuit and stunning performance make the Sigmas a 
true bargain. "Hi-Fi News

"...as things stand the benefits are considerable and the value 
of this unit is not hard to confirm. " Hi-Fi Choice

Isci^k
www.isoteksystems.com

Activ Distribution - Distributors of fine audio & life style products
For more information or to request a brochure please call: 01635 291357 or visit one of 
our many dealers throught the UK.
Analogue Seduction: Cambridgeshire 01733 341883 Lintone Audio Ltd: Gateshead 0191 4774167 Sevenoaks S & V: Chelsea 0207 352 9466
Audio Design: Horsham 01403 252255 Loud & Clear: Edinburgh 0131 226 6500 Sevenoaks S & V: Guildford 01483 536666
Audio Destination Ltd: Devon 01884 243584 Loud & Clear: Glasgow 0141 221 0221 Sevenoaks S & V: Hull 01483 587171
Audio Venue: Ealing 0208 567 8703 Marquee Home Ltd: Egham, Surrey 07004 567888 Sevenoaks S & V: Lincoln 01522 527397
Audio Venue: Maidenhead 01628 633995 MAX: Beibroughton, W. Midlands 01562 731100 Sevenoaks S & V: Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Audio Excellence: Bristol 01179 264975 Musical Images: Beckenham 0208 663 3777 Sevenoaks S & V: Staines 01784 460777
Audio Excellence: Cardiff 02920 228565 Musical Images: London 0207 497 1346 Sevenoaks S & V: Swindon 01793 610992
Audio Excellence: Swansea 01792 474608 Music Matters: Middlesex 0208 420 1925 Sevenoaks S & V: Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Cheshire Audio: Cheshire 01270 580734 Music Matters: Solihull 0121 742 0254 Sevenoaks S & V: Witham 01376 501733
Cool Gales: Bath 0800 043 6710 Music Matters: Stourbridge 01384 444184 Sevenoaks S & V: Yeovil 01935 700078
Cornflake Ltd: London 0207 631 0472 Moorgate Acoustics: Sheffield 0114 2756048 Shadow Audio: Glenrothes, Fife 01592 744779
Doug Brady Hi-Fi: Warrington 01925 828009 Noteworthy Audio: Aylesbury 01296 422224 SMC: Shrewsbury 01743 232065
Global Hi-Fi Centre: Newcastle 0191 2303600 Phase 3: Southampton 023 8022 8434 Soundcraft: Ashford, Kent 01233 624441
Gloucester Hi-Fi: Gloucestershire 01452 382222 Phase 3: Worthing 01903 245577 Sounds Expensive: Rugby 01788 540772
High End Cable: Lincolnshire 01775 761880 PJ Hi-Fi Ltd: Guildford 01483 504801 Stone Audio: Dorchester 01305 257555
Hi-Fi Sound: Darlington 01325 241888 Progressive Audio: Rainham 01634 389004 Swifts of Wilmslow: Wilmslow 01625 526213
Home Media Ltd: Maidstone, Kent 01622 676703 Rayleigh Hi-Fi: Colchester 01206 577682 The Sound Gallery: High Wycombe 01494 531682
Horsham Hi-Fi: West Sussex 01403 272931 Rayleigh Hi-Fi: Rayleigh 01268 779762 Videotech: Huddersfield 01484 516670
James-Morrow: Edinburgh 0131 2298777 Sevenoaks S & V: Bristol 0117 9238298 Worcester Hi-Fi: Worcestershire 01905 612929
KJ West One: London 0207 486 8263 Sevenoaks S & V: Bromley 0208 290 1988 Zouch Audio: Ashby-de-La-Zouch 01530 414128

I I

http://www.isoteksystems.com
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Sony STR-DA1200ES

T

BEST MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER UNDER £600

roiCE £400 ^E AV "'"'"'" . CONTACTS 08X0S 111398 * v^anyro .uk

fully loaded with everything a modern home cinema fan demands, like HDMI switching and video-upconversion to component from
his new seven-channel receiver from Sony is a real sub-£500 superstar. It's composite or S-Video connections. It's surprisingly well built too, given the price. But the clincher is its sound quality, with good musical detail and an open, articulate midrange that puts its rivals in the shade.

alm

MASTER VOLUME

INPUT SELECTOR

DISCRETE 7CH A^mFER

t»RDS Homi
MULTI CHANNEL AV RECEIVER !

O

DA1200I

-------  voto 3 «/PORTA» E M M --------

s video vioeo < audio r oacnAt omcAi

BEST MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER £600-£2,000

Arcam DiVA AVR350
.£ICE . l 5M TOPE AV I î^r CONTACTe 01223 203200»® wwwarcamco uk

I

It may look similar to its AVR300 older brother, but Arcam's latest receiver is notably better equipped, with seven channels of amplification (at 100 watts apiece) and HDMI switching, plus the 

oo

interference-reducing Stealth Mat technology developed for the FMJ series. The result is a well-equipped home cinema receiver that hi-fi fans can also enjoy - as engaging with music as it is with movies.

Yamaha 
DSP4X759SE

PRICE £550 TYPE Integrated AV amplifier 
CONTACT S 01923 233166 ® www.yamaha-uk.com

Denon AVR-1907
PRICE £400 TYPE AV receiver
CONTACT a 01234 741200 ® www.denon.co.uk

Primare SPA21
PRICE £2,000 TYPE Integrated AV amplifier 
CONTACT S 01423 359054 ® www.primare.net

Yamaha RX-V2600
PRICE £900 TYPE AV receiver
CONTACT S 01223 203200 ® www.arcam.co.uk
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Totem Hawk
The HAWK exemplifies total involvement with all 
your senses. Truly full range, extremely compact 
and aesthetically balanced, it has incredible 
attributes and strengths that will envelop you like 
no other. Detail, continuity, harmonic nuances, 
timbre precision and its self-efficient holography all 
point to an experience that will never cease to 
amaze and fulfil your aural needs.

London Area

South East

South

South West

Midlands

North

Scotland

Wales

Cornfiake.co.uk, LONDON,Tel:0207 6310472
O'Brien Hifi, London,Tel: 00208 9461S28
Audio-T, READING, Berkshire Tel:Ol 189 585463
Audio-T, CAMBERLEY, SurreyTel:01276 68SS97
Rayleigh Hi Fi, RAYLEIGH, Essex,Tel:01268 779762
Rayleigh Hi Fi, CHELMSFORD, Essex,Tel:0124S 26S24S
AudioVi,TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Kent,Tel: 01892 S2S666
Rayleigh Hi Fi, SOUTHEND, Essex,Tel:01702 43S2SS
Rayleigh Hi Fi, COLCHESTER, Essex,Tel:Ol206 S77682
Norman Hobbs, HAYWARD$ HEATH,West Sussex,Tel:01444 413353
Audio-T, EASTBOURNE, Tel:01323 731336
Audio-T, PORTSMOUTH, Hampshire,Tel 023 9266 3604
Audio-T, SOUTHAMPTON, Hampshire,Tel 023 802S 2827
Audio Destination, TIVERTON, Devon,Tel 01884 243584
Movement Audio, POOLE, Dorset,Tel:Ol202 73086S/380018
Audio Excellence, BRISTOL, Tel:Ol 17 926 497S
Leicester Hifi, LEICESTER, Tel:Ol 162 S397S3
Audio Excellence,WORCESTER,Tel:0190S 6190S9
Audio Counsel, CHEADLE, cheshire, Tel:01614 916090
The Sound Crganisation, YORK,Yorkshire,Tel:01904 627108
Loud & Clear, EDINBURGH,Tel:0131 SSS3963
Loud & Clear,GLASGOW,Tel:0141 2210221
Audio Excellence,SWANSEA,Tel 01792 474608

A soul mover of the highest calibre. The "Claw" 
decoupling system available both in silver or black 
come as standard. The 5 1 /2" woofer has an 
especially extreme long throw, non-resonant cone 
and dust cap with dynamic linear suspension for 
maximum airflow and patented magnet system. 
Along with the l" tweeter, which has a special low 
resonance chambered unit, these drivers just hint at 
the magic behind the facade.

Soar to new heights with this 
powerful Totem, you will never 
forget its true character: elegant, 
simple, extreme high end.

The loudspeaker cabinet of the 
Hawk is internally and externally 
veneered with the highest quality 
veneer. On top of the internal 
veneer there has been a 
borosilicate damping material 
sprayed to avoid unwanted 
accumulated energy, that energy 
will immediately be spread around 
at the whole surface. The Hawk's 
being made in four different 
finishes: cherry, mahogany, maple 
and black ash. An extensive cross 
brace improves the stiffness of this 
unique but simple looking cabinet. 
It offers W.B.T bi-wirable terminals.

Use the Totem Hawk to see EVERY 
detail in your music and enjoy its 
internal sweetness.

To receive information 
on our full range of 
products, please visit 
www.totemacoustic.eu 
to receive your free copy 
of our full catalogue 
or call 003215 285585

1011ern
TotemAcoustic.eu 

benit
United Kingdom Distributor 
wim.verellen@joenit corn
Belgium Tel: 0032 15 285 585

Cornfiake.co.uk
http://www.totemacoustic.eu
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Denon AVC-A1XVAMW

Denon AVC-A11XVA

D

I

BEST MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER £2,000-£5,000

enon's mighty amps have this category 
pretty much sewn up. But why plump for

overkill in most systems, whereas Denon's 
£2,500 champ is a fully featured leviathan 
of tremendous flexibility and terrific sound 
that just stops short of 10-channel lunacy. At 
the price, it's the multichannel amp to beat.

the AVC-A 11XVA over the humongous 
'A 1XVAI Well, extraordinary as it is, we 
reckon the larger amp might just represent

.£ia £4.800 TYPE AVonphke.
CONTACT S 01234.741200 « www.denonxo.uk .

úWjíIÜJ

Classe SSP-600/CA-5200
PRICE £13,535 TYPE Processor/power amplifier
CONTACT S 01622 721444 @ www.chordelectronics.co.uk

«J# '

, MS» S®1

Lexicon RV-8
PRICE £S,000 TYPE AV receiver
COWACT e 01423 359054 © i^Jexiconxorn

.£ICE E2,500 ^PE Instated AV .amplifier COW^T e 01234 741200 ® ^denõnco.uk

► BEST MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER OVER £5

¡i»

.£ICE £11.9œ TYPE Processor/power amplifier COWOT e 01903 2215OT © ^.Casseaudio.corn

Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 
amp solution that's equally adept with 

music and movie sources should park their 
ears here. This beautifully built processor and 
five-channel power amp combo incorporates

^1«

Arcam FMJ AV9/P7
.£CE £6.2æ ^^ ubanan - :xjwer
C^OT e 01223 2032œ # www.arcam.rn.uk

Chord Electronics
DSP8000R/SPM2400

a host of funky features, like a touch-screen 
video display, but the critical factor is the 
way it sounds. Unlike the vast majority of AV 
amps, it sings with the sumptuous clarity of 
real high-end hi-fi. Enough said.
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BEST LOUDSPEAKER UNDER £500

Q Acoustics 1050 RegaR3
PRICE £330 i'< ■ : ■ TYPE • ; CONTACT a 01279 S01111 ^ ^wqawu^icsco . uk

Armour Home Electronics is home to many well-known hi-fi brands, like QED, Goldring and Myryad. This year, the company also launched a brand new 'budget' speaker brand, called Q Acoustics. Each model in this impressively engineered range offers great value for money, and this cracking floorstander is at the top of the pile, delivering an engaging sound with fine dynamics and impressive transparency. At just £330 per pair, it's a winner.

I BEST LOUDSPEAKER £50fr£1,

EposM12.2
PRICE : per pair । 0 uldndmount
CONTACT a 01442 260146 ® ^epos -acoustics corn

DALi Ikon 7 Castle Richmond 7i
.£PR £999 TYr pair ^PE Floorstander CONTACT co 0 45 6443537 stl dafi-ukro^

DALi's Ikon range has made quite an impact on our reviewers' ears during the past year. First there was the excellent Ikon 6, which featured in last year's HFC Awards, and now the slightly larger Ikon 7, which adds another bass driver in return for an extra £100 per pair. Both speakers feature a ribbon super-tweeter as well as a standard dome, and though we've decided to focus on the 7 here, both deliver an engrossing musical performance. KEFiQ9
PRICE £800 per pair TYPE • 
CONTACT a 01622 672261 ® www.ksf.corn
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I BEST LOUDSPEAKER £1,000^2,000

B&W805S
PRICE fl,60 per pair TYPE Standmount CONTACT e 01903 221500 • www.bwspeakers.com

ATCSCM19

This gorgeous standmount will 
be no stranger to regular 
readers of HFC. It's been a huge 

favourite since its launch last year, 
thanks to its perfectly formed 
cabinet and impeccably engineered 
component parts. It's the kind of 
speaker that blends perfectly into 
all but the largest of rooms, with a 
sound that's coherent, detailed and 
highly rewarding musically. And 
that's why it gets our Gold Award 
for a second consecutive year. Triangle Celius Esw

I ► BEST LOUDSPEAKER £2,00fr£5,

Martinlogan Vantage Mordaunt-Short 
Performance 6

PRICE £3,998 per pan TYPE Floorstander CONTACT ST 020 8911,3909 "' www.martinlogan.corn

Okay, we admit it - presenting a 
Gold Award to an electrostatic 

design is bound to raise a few 
eyebrows. But the Martinlogan 
Vantage is no ordinary 'static. Using 
the mighty, range-topping Summit 
as its starting point, it wraps the 
gloriously open and precise sonic 
imagery of electrostatic sound into 
an unusually cohesive package that 
works with a wide range of rooms 
and music types, and is affordably 
priced, too. Truly, it's a stunner. Focal Electra 

1027Be
PRICE E3.SS3 per parr TYPE Floorstander 
CONTACT S 0845 660 2680 ® focal uk.com
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KEY TO PRODUCTS S^TOCKED:

sound corporation

tel : 01753 652 669 | email : info@ukd.co.uk | web : www.ukd.co.uk

CENTRAL LONDON
KJ.West One (020 7486 0552) AA,O,UR,RG,B,T
^ww.kjwestone.com
Audio Visual Lounge (0207 375 3691) UR, P
w^w.theavlounge.com

LONDON (SOUTH WEST)
O'Brien Hi Fi(020 8946 1528) AA,O,UR, FTK HO
THAMES VALLEY
AudioVenue(01628 633995) AA, <0, UR, K

BERKSHIRE
The Audio Consultants(0 I 18 981 9891) UR,G,P, F
^^.audioconsultantsxo.uk

MEDWAY
ProgressiveAudio (01634 389 004) AA,O,UR,G,D,FRK
Audio Analogue Maestro Point Stockist

SURREY
GuildfordAudio(01483 537577) UR,P,O
LyngdorfAudlo(0870-9100-100) F

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
NoteworthyAudio(01296 422224) UR
^ww.noteworthyaudio.co.uk

AVON
VAudio (01179 686005) AA.QT
Audience(01255 333310) O,PAA

BEDFORDSHIRE
Technosound Ltd (01582-663297) F. P. O

SUFFOLK
Audio Images (01502 582853) T.P. K
www.audioimages-hifi.com

DEVON
Audio Destination (01884 243584) AA,F

SOMERSET
Alternative Audio (01984 624242) UR,O,O,P
Pinewood Music Company (01460-54322) UR,P

OXFORDSHIRE
OOxfordAudio Consultants (01865 790879) AA,QUR,G,B,QP,K,T
^ww.oxfordaudio.co.uk

LEICS/NORTHANTS
DivineAudio (01858 432999) AA,O,T.UR,P,KE
w^w.divineaudio.co.uk

WEST MIDLANDS
Midland Audio Exchange (01562 73 II 00) Q G,P
^^.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE
SMC Sound &Vision(01743 232065) QF.UR,P
^^w.smcsoundandvision.co.uk

N.WALES
Acton Gate Audio (01978 364500) AA, O,UR, F
CHESHIRE
Philip Dooley (01625 264666) AA, O. UR, G. K
w^w.dooleys-hifi.co.uk
Practical Hi Fi Plus Warrington (01925 632179) AA, & P.T.UR, F
www.practicalhifi.co.uk

MANCHESTER
Practical Hi-Fi (0161 839 8869) P, AA,UR
^^w.practicalhifi.co.uk

LANCS
Practical Hi Fi Preston (01722-883958) AA,UR
Practical Hi Fi Bolton (01204-395789) AA
^^w.practicalhifi.co.uk
LyngdorfAudio (01282-867819) F
YORKSHIRE
The Hi Fi Studios(0 I 302 781387) UR
Vickers Hi Fi(01904 629659) UR.AA,O,P
^ww.vickers-hifi.co.uk

CO.DURHAM
Hi-Fi Sound (01325 241888) AA,T,O,UR

TYNE& WEAR
Global Hi Fi(0191 230 3600) UR. K.P
^ .̂globalhificentre.com

SCOTLAND
Glasgow:The Audio Salon(0141 333 9700) R,T.K,P,UR
^^w.audiosalon.co.uk

N.IRELAND
Kronos Hi Fi (028-8775-3606) AA. O, UR, G. D.T. P
^^w.kronoshi-fi.co.uk

HD = HiDiamond

UR = Unison Research 
B = BCD Engineering 
K = Kemp Elecktronics

O = Opera 
D = Diapason 
F = Final

^AA = Audio Analogue 
G = GRAAF
P = Pathos Acoustics
T =Triangle

Excellence in Electrostatics
The electrostatic panels of the Final range are an 
amazing combination of art and science. By improving 
on the classic electrostatic technology. Final merge 
audiophile sound with ultramodern, elegant design.The 
new patented Inverter Technology products combine 
detailed sound with discrete styling and optimum 
practicality

Luxurious Italian Loudspeakers
For many years Opera have specialised in crafting 
beautiful loudspeakers at their factory in Italy’s Veneto 
region.The new Linea Classica series continues this proud 
tradition, from the small but luxurious Mezza to the top- 
of-the-range Qunita.With its authentic Italian flair Opera 
is the natural choice for any music lover’s system.

TRIANGLE
El FCTROACOUSTiaUE

PAT-1 OS

Loudspeakers that Love Music
French manufacturer Triangle have earned a world
wide reputation for exciting sound and impeccably 
engineered, high sensitivity loudspeaker designs.The 
new flagship Magellan Concerto and Grand Concert 
models represent the pinnacle of the company’s 
achievement and are undoubtedly two of the finest 
performing loudspeakers in the world today.

The Unorthodox Approach
Pathos Acoustics, based in Vicenza, Italy, are internationally 
renowned for their uniquely-designed high performance 
valve/solid state amplifiers. Now sees the launch of their 
first CD player, and it’s as stunning as everybody expected! 
Combing top quality styling and build with a detailed and 
liquid sound, the Endorphin is already making big waves in 
the industry.

mailto:info@ukd.co.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk
ww.kjwestone.com
w.theavlounge.com
audioconsultantsxo.uk
ww.noteworthyaudio.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
ww.oxfordaudio.co.uk
w.divineaudio.co.uk
change.co.uk
w.smcsoundandvision.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
http://www.practicalhifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
globalhificentre.com
w.audiosalon.co.uk
fi.co.uk


I BEST LOUDSPEAKER OVER £5,1

B&W802D
PRICE L8,00 per pair TYPE Floor>tander CO^NTACT @ 01903 221S00',,. ^.bwspeakersxorn

It's fair to say the 8020 isn't the
very best speaker in B&W's 800 

Series - that accolade belongs to 
the awesome SOOD. But the 802D 
has one crucial advantage: it costs 
£5,000 less, yet it delivers 95 per 
cent of the sound, diamond tweeter 
and all. It's a fantastic speaker in its 
own right, of course, capable of 
astonishing scale and insight, and in 
terms of value - both material and 
sonic - it's really quite a bargain !

INFO - LOUDSPEAKERS

T
here are more manufacturers of speakers on the market today 
than of any other hi-fi product category. Two reasons - one, 
they're relatively easy to develop and bring to market (though 
much harder to perfect). Two, whatever type of audio system you're 

building, speakers are the one component that everybody needs.
The result is a huge selection of designs of myriad shapes and 

sizes, and equally wide-ranging quality of sound. Tonally at least, no 
other component exerts such influence on the sonic character of a 
system, and as with any component, some careful auditioning is 
called for to ensure you choose the right model to suit your tastes.

First, you need to decide how many you need - two for a stereo 
set-up or more for multichannel (surround sound). In this year's HFC 
Awards, we've simply featured speakers in pairs rather than 
repeating the process with multichannel packages. This is because, 
even with multichannel, the most important thing is to choose the 
best 'main front' pair for you - this is what you'll hear with stereo 
material, and with multichannel sources they’ll deliver a large 
portion of the overall soundfield. What's more, a speaker that 
performs well with music will also do a fine job with film 
soundtracks, but the reverse is not always true. Choose your main 
pair of speakers with care then, and build the rest around them.

There are various ways to consider the centre and rear speakers 
within a multichannel set-up. For music, it's recommended that you 
choose five identical full-range speakers and place them equidistant 
from the listener, firing directly towards his/her position in the centre 
(this is known as the ITU configuration). But this is often impractical 
- most multichannel systems also incorporate a video screen and a

JamoR909

MartinLogan 
Summit

horizontal 'centre speaker' may be the only realistic solution; likewise, 
it may be difficult to incorporate anything but a smaller pair at the 
rear. The important thing is to ensure that all speakers are as similar 
as possible - from the same range with the same essential voicing 
and the same critical drive units. So once you've chosen your main 
front speakers, pick your centre and rears accordingly - the result 
should be a sound that suits your ears across all available sources.

There's no obvious answer to the 'does size matter' question. Larger 
floorstanding speakers will usually plumb greater depths of bass and 
may offer superior dynamics, with a larger main drive unit (or units). 
But for the speaker engineer, there can be inherent advantages in 
working with a smaller box, and the best of the breed sound gloriously 
coherent (when used with an appropriate stand). Try before you buy, 
and try not to let aesthetic considerations be the major ruling factor - 
the only real rule is to avoid using large speakers in very small spaces, 
and to experiment with positioning once you've got them home.

Small sub/sat systems may appeal to some people aesthetically, but 
rarely will they challenge the coherence of a good, full-range 
integrated loudspeaker system, which is why you'll find none in this 
year's HFC Awards. That said, a number of stylish and compact 
solutions with obvious AV or PC appeal have emerged from some 
highly reputed brands, and with sound quality certainly improving this 
is an area to watch. Subwoofers themselves continue to be viewed as 
largely the preserve of home cinema enthusiasts, but the effect of a 
'musical' sub in augmenting the bass and 'driving the room' in 
cahoots with a good hi-fi system shouldn't be ignored, multichannel 
or not. Our subwoofer Awards on p61 hold such ability paramount.
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Aristocratic sound for aristocratic music lovers

rTJte llllànak Super Çfyifine Glass fEntymlecE (nplÿle^

Made in Japan

Inside View

JVC AX-SD1 GD
With the AX- SD1 GD you will experience sound 
quality like never before, simply out of this world! 
Since JVC started in 1927 this is the best pure 
amplifier they have ever made.
5 years warranty

VERDICT
Highly open, transparent and musical sound makes 
this one of the surprises of the year. Thoroughly 
recommended
(hi-fi world).

BEST BUY Victor JVC

JVC analog reference allows you to enjoy a sound quality that is closest ever to that of the original master. 
The AX-SD1 GD represents our idea of no-interference energy amplification’ to achieve the purest of pure 
sound. First, there’s the independent 3-block construction separating the power amp, preamp and control 
section, to prevent even the slightest interference. Then, the signal paths are trimmed to the shortest length 
possible, to keep signals contamination-free. Finally, the extra thick power cable enters the chassis through 
a hole in the bottom plate, directly running to the power transformers, reducing power-related interference. 
Parts and circuits, including terminals on the rear panel are laid cut in total symmetry for the left and right 
channels, to ensure the sense of true stereo that gives substance to the music. Also, the three-point 
suspension provides an unshakeable support to the entire unit.

• Power output: 90w x 2 into 4 ohms at 1kHz with 0.7% THD (IEC 268-3)
• Advanced Super-A in push-pull configuration
• Quality parts: Dual power transformers (one for plus, one for minus voltage), thick OFC 
(Oxygen-Free Copper) power cable, low-leakage El-core power transformer, copper-plated rear panel

• Staggered- resonance heat sinks with tapered fins ,
■ Ultra phono stage MC and MM
• High output discrete phono equaliser amplifier
• 3-mode ‘Presence’ control
• Gold-plated brass speaker terminals , _____ . „ ,
• System remote control Matching CD Player Available
• RM-SASD1U Remote Control Unit (included) XL-SD1 GD
The best of both worlds? There is no doubt about it

Technics %^2ooo
The 2000 Series is Technics top of-the line seperate component system, 
featuring the SE-A2000 power amp and SU-C2000 control amp 
Exclusive components with ingenious circuit construction.
Sturdy, attractive designs. Incredible sound quality. In other words, 
a system that's the closest thing yet to audio perfection

Original innovations in circuit technology
Super Linearity and Super Sound
Quality - MOS Class AA
The best device for use in an amplifier’s output stage is the 
MOS - FET ( metal oxide semi-conductor field effect transistor). 
In contrast to the common bi-polar transistor which is a current 
amplification device, the MOS-FET uses input voltage to amplify 
output current, much like vacuum tube. This gives the MOS-FET 
outstanding transfer characteristics particularly in terms of linearity, 
as confirmed by its audibly superior sound quality.

"...brings the lushness and beauty normally reserved for the province of valves 
( Hi-Fi News )

Only available in Black Limited stock!
Made in Japan

LUXMAN

Made in Japan

emotiona/l, utU/v naund/ musics.
Se/tiesr bnieyuticcL a [mm flyman.

Have you experienced the resolute, roaring undertones played by the Berlin 
Phillarmonic’s strings? How about the piercing howl of the New York Phillarmonic’s 
brass? Have you heard the subtlest nuances woven into a taperstry of music?

Introducing the T Series intergrated amplifiers-the L-509f, L-507f and L-505f.
First class performances and first-class music are best played back by first-class 
audio equipment, such as Luxman's. The history of the T Series started with the 
seperate power and preamplifier (M-7f and C-7f).The series has met an enthusiastic 
response from many music fans and audiophiles alike. The new intergrated amplifiers 
are all capable of presenting an ephemeral excitement just before music starts, and 
releasing potential energies contained in music. They are also superoor in recreating 
the natural sonority of music as it's played live. Play your favorite music and find the 
thrills and wonders you never knew. Great music always sound wonderfully 
great with Luxman

For full information on these products please call : 020 7272 0922
For a sound to remember Classic Hi-Fi Bringng you Closer To The Musical Truth



I BEST SUBWOOFER UNDER £1,

RELR-305 B&WPV1
PRICE £795 CO^NTACT e 01656 768777 R wwwreí net

R EL has been reborn. Its
I founder, Richard Lord, has

retired and the brand is now 
owned and run by its American 
distributor, Sumiko. Any concerns 
that the products would suffer 
during the handover period were 
unfounded, as the new R-305 is 
faster, more naturally voiced and 
delivers even more tuneful deep 
bass than previous Q-series subs. 
It's a prettier product, too. In short, 
REL looks set to continue its 
domination of the bottom end.

PRICE £950
COWNTACT e Oí 903 221500 &

Velodyne SPL-BOOR

I BEST SUBWOOFER OVER £1,

Eclipse 725sw

Designing a subwoofer with 
sufficient speed and precision 

to blend seamlessly with Eclipse's 
superfast Time Domain speakers 
was never going to be an easy 
task, but the 72 Ssw is perfect for 
the job. With two cross-coupled 
250mm bass units hooked to a 
500-watt Class D amplifier, it's fast 
enough to keep even the snappiest 
speakers happy, coupling great 
depth with uncommon subtlety, 
Sheer bottom-end brilliance I

PRICE £2,700 COOTACT 020 7328 4!99 © www.edtp5e-rd.coth

MartinLogan 
Descent

B&WASW855
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BEST SPEAKER CABLE UNDER £10/m

Kimber4PR

IED Silver 
nniversary XT

QED ITube 11300
PRICE ElO/m CONTACT .£ 01279 501111 # www.qed.couk

This might look like just another speaker 
cable of classic 'figure-8' construction, 

but the conductors aren't the usual mass of 
twisted copper strands. Instead, each is a 
hollow tube over a central core of polythene,

hence the name for this range: 'X-Tube'. Its 
sound is natural and well controlled, with 
excellent bass and an overall balance of 
virtues that make it a fine recommendation 
for a wide range of systems.

I BEST SPEAKER CABLE OVER £10/m

Nordost Heimdall

Chord Company 
Epic Twin

Townshend Audio Isolda OCT
.£ICE E50/m COwwACT & 020 8979 2155 ^ iww.towhsheodaudio.com

It may seem pricey, but the level of sonic 
problem solving that's gone into the lsolda

OCT is impressive - there's a combination of 
passive components at each end of the cable 
that will stabilise any problem amps without

effecting the sound, plus Townshend's 'Deep 
Cryogenic Treatment' of the conductors. The 
result is effortless treble, deep and powerful 
bass, plus a midrange that's rich in textural, 
timbral and spatial information.
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BEST INTERCONNECT UNDER £100 PER PAIR
Monster M350i

Kimbre Timbre

van den Hui The Well Hybrid
PRICE £85 (Im gjl > CONTACT m 01235 511166 a ww.vandenhulcom

We originally tested this cable some time 
ago, so it's a testament to its quality 

that it remains our favourite interconnect
under £100. It features van den Hul's 
trademark mixture of silver-plated copper

and 'linear structured carbon', double screen 
and all. In practice, The Well communicates 
music with graceful ease - not for the first 
time, van den Hui has made a low cost cable 
that performs way beyond its class.

BEST INTERCONNECT OVER £100 PER PAIR

Nordost Heimdall
.. . . __________ ______ ; . ' -

PRICE £310 (Im .£ir) CONTACT PR O1635 291357 8 t;;^co^k.rnm

Looking for a cable that will deliver taut 
bass, lashings of detail and stunning 

clarity7 Try Nordost's Heimdall for size. Both 
the interconnect featured here and the 
matching speaker cable use the same

' Mono-Filament' technology handed down 
from Nordost's awesome (and hugely costly) 
Valhalla cables, with remarkably similar 
sonic results. They may not be cheap, but 
that makes them a bargain'

Townshend Audio 
Isolda OCT 300
.£E £300 (Im pair)

e 020 8979 2155 PR www.townshendaudio-corri

Ixos Ixotica 111
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Meridian's G06.
Higher Fidelity

"...assured, detailed and refined... 
this is a really music-loving piece of
hi-fi equipment.
"Meridian has achieved a high and 
consistent standard with this player...
a highly recommendable item. 
"Overall score: 90%."

—Richard Black, Hi-Fi Choice, July 2006

HIFI 1H0ICE
k magazine

Meridian has been at the forefront of Compact 
Disc since the beginning. In 1984, we released the 
world's first audiophile CD player, and since then, 
we've never looked back.

Compact Disc remains the world's most popular 
music medium, and the format is capable of 
exceptional quality - with the right player.

BEST BUY

■■■
stable, precise
stereo localisation. Bass
is awe-inspiringly real. Multiple 
power supplies and audiophile-grade 
components ensure that the audio performance of 
the G06 is second to none in its price range.

The Meridian G06 is a fine example. Based on the 
G08, the premium CD player in the popular 
G Series range, the G06 is an exciting, affordable 
and above all musical CD player.

Inside the G06 is a ROM drive that can read the 
disc up to ten times faster than normal speed, for 
absolutely accurate data recovery. Triple reclocking 
circuitry minimises jitter, for extended highs and

Contact us to locate your nearest dealer and 
experience Meridian's Higher Fidelity in person. 
You owe it to yourself - and to your music library.

BOOTHROYD STUART

/MERIDIAN
Z+ 4 4 (0)1480 445678 

www.meridian-audio.com

http://www.meridian-audio.com


I BEST DIGITAL INTERCONNECT

Kimber Select KS2020
gmO £629 (Im) ^  ̂Coaxjdi CONTACT S0845 J45 1550 ® www.kimbercom

Yes, you can build a complete hi-fi system for less than the cost of this cable. But the fact is, the KS2020 produced a distinct improvement in every system we tried it with, from budget to high end. There's more than
just solder inside those wood-bodied phono plugs: both hot and cold return conductors are connected through capacitors, reducing the chance of stray circulating earth currents. And believe us, it works 1

I

IMS»!

QED Qunex P75

PRICE £90 (1 m) TYPE Coaxial
CONTACT & 020 8991 9200 # www.wireworldaudio.com

PRICE £25 (1 m) TYPE Coaxial
CONTACT a 01279 501111 # www.qed.co.uk

Wireworld 
Starligmt5

BEST MAINS CONDITIONER/CABLE

Isolek Sigmas
gmlCE f 995 COm^ a w70 241 2469 a wW-SOtekSystern^am

IsoTek is the UK's biggest name in mains filtration, and the company's brilliant Gii Mini Sub distribution box has won our Gold Award in this category for the last two years. But this year we hail a new product: 
the Sigmas. Like the Mini Sub, it's a six-way mains distribution box with on-board filtration, but it effectively ups the ante for higher-end systems. The result is purer mains and a clearer, more detailed sound.

Russ Andrews 
Ultra Purifier Block

Clearer Audio 
Coccer-line Power 
Cal e
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with 
age 
comes 
wisdom

spectral (29 years) leben (12 years) nagra (55 years)

siltecn (23 years)davlnci audio labs (10 years)viola audio laboratories (5 years)

Participating Dealers

Exceptional Service

HMF Audio
London
Tel: 02084 065699
Mob: 07768 654088

Soundlocation
Deal, Kent
CT14 7HW
Tel: 07973 253136
email: allears@soundlocation.co.uk

Hazlemere Audio
High Wycombe
Tel: 01494 865829
email: info@hazlemereaudio.co.uk

Grass Dance Audio
Crieff, PH7 4AB 
01764 650 573 
email: roderickbowers@grassdance.
demon.co.uk

Audio Republic 
78 Otley Road 
Headingley 
Leeds, LS6 4BA 
Tel: 01132 177294 
email: andrew.Jules@virgin.net

The Audio Consultants
7 Comet House
Calleva Park
Aldermaston, Reading
Berkshire RG7 8JA
Tel: 0118 981 9891
email: info@audioconsultants.co.uk

The Audio Room 
2 George Street 
Hedon
Hull, HU12 8JH
Tel: 01482 891375
email: hifi@theaudioroom.co.uk

The Audio Works 
14 Stockport Road 
Cheadle
Cheshire, SK8 2AA 
Tel: 0161 4287887
email: larry@theaudioworks.co.uk

K' -

—■ (20 years)

R.T.Services
UK Distributor : R.T. Services was established in 1986

Tel: +44(0)1235 810 455 I Fax: +44(0)1235 810 324 I E-mail: info@rtsaudio.co.uk I Web: www.rtsaudio.co.uk 
Accuphase, DaVinci Audio Labs, Leben, Nagra, Peak Consult, Siltech, Spectral, Viola Audio Laboratories

mailto:allears@soundlocation.co.uk
mailto:info@hazlemereaudio.co.uk
demon.co.uk
mailto:andrew.Jules@virgin.net
mailto:info@audioconsultants.co.uk
mailto:hifi@theaudioroom.co.uk
mailto:larry@theaudioworks.co.uk
mailto:info@rtsaudio.co.uk
http://www.rtsaudio.co.uk


I
Sennheiser HD 595 Grado SR BO

M

Sennheiser HD 650

0

► BEST HEADPHONES UNDER £200

PRKE £150 CONTACT a 01494 551551 @ www5ennheiser.co.uk

ur favourite pair of headphones 
over £200 continues its

PRICE £110
CONTACT a 01279 501111 4» www.gradolabs.com

Shure E500PTH

S

PRICE £495
CONTACT © 020 8808 2222 • www.shure.com

No change from last year - these 
open-backed 'phones from 

Sennheiser are deserving winners 
for the second year running. They 
use many of the technologies found 
in the superb HD650 (see below), 
yet thankfully listener comfort has 
not been sacrificed in the quest to 
hit a lower price point - the velvet 
soft cups will sit happily around 
the largest of ears. What's more, 
the sound quality - with solid bass 
and excellent detail - comes 
surprisingly close to the £300 
benchmark, making these £150 
cans a true audiophile bargain.

Grado SR 60
PRICE £90
CONTACT a 01279 501111 ® www.gradolabs.com

I BEST HEADPHONES OVER £200

Grado SR 325i
PRICE £300 CONTACT © 01494 551551 » www.sennheiser.co.uk PRICE £300

CONTACT © 01279 501111 « www.gradolabs.com

\ \

success in this year's HFC Awards - 
quite simply, there's nothing to 
touch its deftly judged mix of skills 
at the price. The HD650 features 
hand-selected drivers with special 
low-mass coils and diaphragms for 
extended frequency response, and 
specially optimised magnet design 
for lower distortion. Sound quality 
is a revelation - the combination of 
a neutral balance and extraordinary 
resolution means that listening 
fatigue is all but banished, while 
the bass is truly splendid.
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--------- the audio room
high-end specialist

Interest Free Credit I Credit Terms I Part Exchange
Dedicated 2-channel & Home Cinema Suites I Home Demonstrations

2 George Street - Hedon - Hull - East Yorkshire - HUl 2 8JH. 
Tel - 01482 891375 Web - www.theaudioroom.co.uk

http://www.theaudioroom.co.uk


BEST EQUIPMENT SUPPORT UNDER £500

Partington Minim
PRICE U89 (five shelves) CONTACT ® OM74 709299 gh wo™.partmgtonaodco .w .uk

Partington is a name best known for its very fine range of speaker stands, but here we honour its Minim equipment support - a specialist rack that looks good, sounds good and is impressively flexible to boot. The height of each shelf is adjustable with the turn of an alien key, while the Minim's metal and glass construction helps to deliver a sound that is tight, fast and focused, and much better than on a bog-standard shelf.

I BEST EQUIPMENT SUPPORT OVER .£500

Townshend Audio VSSS
PRICE ’El,350 (four shelves, 50cm wde versioni CONTACT m 020. 8979  ̂2155 • wwwtownshendaudioxom

W1 e've been lauding Townshend's Seismic Sink Stand for years,but the current 'Versatile' version or (VSSS for short) is even better. The air suspension system is no more, replaced by maintenance-free dual tensioned load cells and glass shelves, making the whole thing better looking and easier to live with. Fortunately, the eye-opening clarity and rock-solid imagery is still intact. An expensive stand, but you get what you pay for... and more.

Custom Design 
Icon Signature

Atacama Equinox

Custom Design 
Icon Signature 
Acoustic

Clearlight Audio 
Aspekt

PRICE £725 (four shelves, rea ^wo finish)
CONTACT a 01635 291357 gt \ghdearl19ht audio de
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The Audio Salon prides itself on products which offer 
superior value and performance compared to the High 
Street brands “the usual suspects.” Incorporating recent 
launches at Colorado (CEDIA), Milan (TOP) and London’s 
two Shows the cream of the crop come together under one 
roof, ten minutes from Glasgow International Airport.

4 Park Circus, Glasgow, G3 6AX, Scotland 
0845 4000 400 
info@audiosalon.co.uk
www.audiosalon.co.uk

ATC REVEL
A whole new range; from £499 to 
£ 1999. Upscale they have introduced 
tower versions following the acclaim 
of their 30th Anniversary Limited 
Edition. If you want to hear it as it 
sounded in the studio, check these 
out!

The much awaited Ultima Gem, Studio 
($ 15,000 per pair) and Salons ($22,000) 
were launched. Expect a big performance 
increase on previous models and a more 
Italian and conventional timber finish. 
The combination of Harman research 
facilities and the genius of Kevin Voecks 
guarantees future classics; could be the 
one for you!

OPERA
Opera offer cabinets with timber and leather 
remarkable even by Italian standards; and 
affbndable.The value kept raising itself as the 
compelling reason we had to commit very 
seriously to this manufacturer. "These speakers 
sell for how little? Are you sure?” Opera is in 
stock and on demo as we write - from £695 up 
to £9,995. How to describe their sound? Detail 
and dynamics combined with Italian passion and 
organic authenticity. In other words; a high fusion 
of technology and music. Brilliant.

SYSTEM AUDIO
Based in Denmark and founded by music
lover Ole Witthoft. Noted for super value, 
the company has worked for years to design 
a flagship. At first glance the Explorer is a 
conventional slim Danish floorstander that will 
grace any living room. Closer inspection reveals 
a composite of 42 wood pieces.The drivers 
employ the lightest membranes every employed; 
the challenge of 80mg for the tweeter is thrown 
out to all competitors.The result is audible.The 
price is the best news: £2,490 per pain

PROAC THIEL
This aristocratic manufacturer is about 
to launch the Response D28. Slimmer 
and floor-ported than the D25 which it 
will replace, it will sell at £3250 - £3900 
(premium finishes) per pair, UK including 
VAT The D25 is already a sensation (buy 
our nicely run-in demo pair for only 
£2,350 (RRP £3,675 in Birds Eye Maple, 
an exquisite finish appropriate to this 
exquisite loudspeaker - they look as 
special as they sound).

The wait for the much anticipated 
CS3.7 (shown at Los Angeles Show 
in June 2006) is almost over.The 
Show reports and previews give just 
a glimpse of this ground-breaking 
speaker. Pre-order yours from the 
Audio Salon today so you don't 
have to join what will be a very long 
queue!

ZINCALI

At the end of the alphabet and the conformity scale, Zingali is like no other loudspeaker in the world: 
a unique blend of coloration-free horn, compression driver, and the patented Omniray dispersion. If 
you want to rise above loudspeaker sound, this range could be for you. Reflecting the neutrality of the 
design, the new signature flagship has no name.Yours is engraved on it Employing 15-inch bass driver 
and 14-inch hom unit these go on sale for £ 15,995 per pair. A lot of the same sound is available in a 
vast range of models from only £995 per pair (Prelude Ones).You won't find them in the High Street 
because that marketing policy would escalate their price and dilute their no-brainer value.

To find out more - call the Audio Salon on 0845 4000 400 today!

mailto:info@audiosalon.co.uk
http://www.audiosalon.co.uk


BEST SPEAKER STANDS UNDER .£150

Custom Design RS302 Partington Ansa 60
L,h

Custom Design is no stranger to 
our annual Awards, having 

made some of the best value 
specialist hi-fi stands and supports 
in recent years. The RS302 speaker 
stand is a relative newcomer, one 
up from the entry-level RS300 with 
twin columns and a choice of steel 
or glass bases. Suitably filled and 
with the worthwhile addition of 
'Acoustic Top Plates' (£10 each), 
these affordable stands will help 
your speakers to sing more sweetly. Atacama Nexus 6

| ► BEST SPEAKER STANDS OVER .£150

Partington Heavi II

Partington's Heavi II speaker 
stand lives up to its name - 

weighing in at 28kg, this is one of 
the most inert and robust stands 
around. It's designed to support 
even the most hefty standmount 
speakers, but whatever you choose 
to place on its steel cone toppers, 
what you hear is the speaker 
performing at its very best - no 
more, no less. Those looking for a 
top stand for a high-performance 
speaker should park their ears here.

^KE f399 per paor (6lcm) COOTACT e 01474 709299 • WWW partingtonandco co uk

Custom Design 
SQ404
PRICE E200 per pair (60cm)
CONTACT S 0191 262 4646 © www.customdesign.co.uk

Partington 
Dreadnaught 
Broadside
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high fidelity engineering
since 1974

OUT-PERFORMS PRICE TAGS

For 30 years. Exposure has been recognised as the brand which 
engineers real hi-fi at real world prices. Amongst its range. 
the 20 I OS series best serves as living proof of our commitment to 
engineer hi-fi which outperforms its prices.

"The first thing that struck me ...was the naturalness of the 
presentation ... there was a fine sense of air and lucidity." Hi-Fi Choice 
magazine on che 20 I OS CD Player

"Paired with the Spender S8e, the Exposure electronics gave a 
thrilling performance that oozed finesse. This might be verging 
on audiophile apostasy, but I would favour the combination of the 
£600 CD, £600 amp and £ 1800 speakers against the vast majority of 
three-way split £3000 set-ups. The synergy really was that good." 
Hi-Fi Choice magazine on che 20105 Syscem

Now that you have read the sales pitch and the reviews, let your 
ears be the judges. Expose yourself at your nearest dealer today.

20 I OS Compact Disc Player 20 I OS Integrated Amplifier 20 I OS Power AmPlifier

www.exposurehifi.com
In line with Exposure's policy of 
continuous improvement, 
we reserve the right to change 
technical specifications 
without prior notice.

Exposure Electronics Ltd:
The Works 59 North Street. Portslade.
East Sussex BN4 I I DH. England.
Tele +44 1273 423877 Faxe +44 1273 430619

Exposure Asia T. . iii
The Works Two I 17A.Jalan 552/24, 
47300 Petaling Jaya, Setangor, Malaysia.
Tele +603 7875 8181 Faxe +603 7875 2833

high fidelity engineering
since 1974

SIMPLY SPINE-TINGLING

We understand that listening to beautifully reproduced music enriches 
your life. For 30 years now, Exposure has dedicated itself towards hand
crafting high-end hi-fi components which deliver spine-tingling sound 
quality...at sensible prices. If you treasure listening pleasure above all, 
this Classic series is Exposure's best gift to you.

“There's something of the 'valve sound' about its fluid and natural 
midrange, and the results are highly engaging - particularly, as it transpired, 
with the Living Voice pair of test-reference speakers. Tonally this is a 
particularly gratifying amplifier, highly convincing with instruments and 
voices - the number of times 'great voice' appeared in the listening notes 
started to look silly." Hi-Fi Choice magazine on the XX/11 Pre-Amplifier 
and XXVIl Dual Mono Power Amplifier

"It is on par with the best that I have heard." 
Hi-Fi News magazine on che XXll CD Player

Now that you have read the sales pitch and the reviews, listen. From the 
first few notes, you will realise that surprisingly breath-taking hi-fi is, 
in fact, well within your reach. Expose yourself at your nearest dealer 
today.

CD Player XXll Pre-Amplifier XXlll Dual Mono Power-Amplifier XXVlll

O

Dual Regulated Phono
Pre-Amplifier XXVI

In line with Exposure's policy of 
continuous improvement, 
we reserve the right to change 
technical specifications 
without prior notice.

i, www.exposurehifi.com

Exposure Electronics Ltd •
The Works 59 North Street, Portslade, 
East Sussex BN4 I I DH, t ith > । 
Tele +44 1273 423877 Fax:'+44 1273 430619

Exposure Asia Pacific:
The Works Two I 17A,Jalan 552/24, 
47300 Petaling Jaya. Selangor, Malaysia
Tele +603 7875 8181 Faxe +603 7875 2833

http://www.exposurehifi.com
http://www.exposurehifi.com


The things we like most 
about the product

Percentage ratings for 
various different criteria, 
l ike sound quality and 
value for money

Turn the page for the most 
rigorous tests of serious 
hi-fi in the business...

The things we think 
could be better

HHICHOICE 
magazine

HI FI HOICE 
\ magazine /

" nor an 
. c we liked 

oJint here is 
p to the job of

recommend you 
r'800 player, th£-

The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performanee. 
Components scoring 
more than 85% 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge

A component 
receiving the coveted 
Hi-Fi Choice Best 
Buy Badge has been 
judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
thereby offering 
outstanding value 
for money.
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This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
corn ponents that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance, regardless 
of cost. These products 
may be considered 
among the very best of 
their kind.

ioJi. (.n rind ....... Civilised players for tnt 
money. But few combine dynamics with fine 
timing skills as effectively as 111 HFC

Jason Kennedy

17 Mkll M, which has excellent build and 
•e a very good impression in HFC 243 At 
same price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 
ng all-rounder in a compact case, 
'ter trying the Heart with the standard 
s we switched over to the Siemens

grade, a comparison somewhat muddied by 
>e fact that it was a cold for hot swap - the 

.lauor haH haan m far tauara| days With the 

Our overall conclusion atter a livelier 
w tubes shone

through. The Siemens-equipped player has an 
n snappier sound with better timing that 
es with dense material with remarkable 
fidence and ease. It even seems to be

OUR AWARD BADGES EXPLAINED
EDITOR'S CHOICE

Best Buy Editor’s Choice
VERDICT

Chord Epic Twin 
loudspeaker cable
Supra Sword 
loudspeaker cable
Partington Heavi II 
loudspeaker stand

Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high performance hi-fi in the world.

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS
Unison Research 
Performance amplifier
Denon DVD-3930 universal 
disc player
Naim Audio NAC 122x 
preamplifier and NAP 150x 
power amplifier
Focal Chorus 826 V 
loudspeaker
Yamaha DSP-AX759SE 
multichannel amplifier
Vincent CD-S6 Mkll
CD player
Eclipse TD725sw subwoofer
Beyerdynamic DT770 
headphones



Performance art
By popular demand, Unison has reintroduced its stunning Performance model, now with extra power

P RODUCT Unison Research Performance

TYPE Integrated stereo valve amplifier

PRICE £5,500

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 58x48x23 5cms
O Weight: 50kg O Inputs: four line-level stereo phono, 
one tape input stereo phono O Outputs one tape stereo 
phono, power feed for Unison phono stage O Two sets 
of speaker terminals O Extra speaker taps for impedance 
selection O Rated power 40 watts per channel

CONTACT Q 01753 652669
www.umsonresearch.com

T
his might not be the most costly 
integrated amplifier on the planet, but 
the Unison Research Performance is 
definitely one of the largest and heaviest of 

the type. Better yet, its beautifully sculpted 
hardwood chassis makes it just about the most 
dramatically elegant hi-fi amp around.

It's huge - much too big for the typical hi-fi 
shelving unit - and it turns the scales to 
register a backbreaking 50kg Six glowing 
KT88 output valves chuck out plenty of heat, 
too - a little disconcerting given that the amp 
was first delivered to us for review at the 

height of the summer heatwave. The E5.500 
price tag is high, for sure, but not unduly so in 
view of all that hefty engineering. But all the 
negatives are quickly forgotten once this 
deliciously seductive beast is connected and 
powered up, and allowed to play music.

Founded more than 15 years ago, Unison 
Research and its sister loudspeaker company 
Opera are Italian operations located just 
outside Treviso in the north east of that 
country, not too far from Venice. Today Unison 
specialises in electronic components of all 
kinds, including CD players and 'hybrid' Umco 
solid state/valve designs. But valve amps of 
various unusual shapes and sizes have always 
been very much at the heart of the business, 
and represent the foundation on which its 
reputation was built.

One of Unison's earlier and more successful 
models, the first Performance dates back to the 
early 1990s and was based around twin EL34 
output valves per channel. Performance 
originate had already been out of production 
for some years when a combination of 
distributors and customers persuaded the 

company to reintroduce it this year, in part 
because of the very attractive and highly 
distinctive styling.

Rather than simply rehashing a classic, 
Unison's original founder and long-term 
designer Giovanni Sacchetti retained the lovely 
styling and single-ended circuit approach of 
the original Performance, but beefed it up to 
deliver 40 watts per channel rather than the 
original’s 24 watts, by using three KT88 valves 
for each channel. To handle the extra heat 
generated by the increase in power, generous 
heatsinks are fitted into each side. Two 
matching stainless steel heat shields cover the 
top surface of the chassis proper, leaving the 
hot valves protruding through. This helps to 
protect the various other components and 
circuitry in the main chassis underneath the 
valves from excessive heating, in the interests 
of long term stability and reliability.

A strong case can be made for building a 
large integrated line-level valve amplifier, and 
there's plenty of precedent too (such as Audio 
Note's Ongaku). Such an approach minimises 
construction costs and also eliminates the

EDITOR'S CHOICE
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Unison Research Performance integrated amplifier [ Review

“This is one amplifier that sounds as good as ,
it looks, and since it looks quite wonderful, 
that’s high praise indeed.”
unpredictability of interconnects. The down 
side here is that the complete unit is an 
unusual 60cms wide, which makes it tricky to 
accommodate on regular supports, though the 
feet are just about close enough to place the 
amplifier on a top shelf - something you'd 
want to do in any case, to show off the 
beautiful aesthetics.

Construction is strictly dual-mono here, even 
down to the mains transformers. All four 
metal-jacket transformers, four large smoothing 
capacitors and the ten valves stand defiantly 
proud of the elegantly sculpted wooden top 
part of the chassis. All the other circuitry is 
mounted within the hollowed out wooden 
section and a steel tray/base, the wood 
providing a measure of mechanical damping 
for the whole. '

As is usually the case with valve amps, the 
feature count is rather limited, though at least 
Unison has acknowledged that we're now in 
the 21st century by incorporating remote 
control operation - still rare in valve-based 
designs. There are four line-level input pairs 

here, plus a tape in/out loop, but useful 
features like mono switching, muting and 
balance adjustment have all been omitted, as 
has any form of tone control. An elegant but 
rather busy wood-encased RC1 remote 
handset was supplied with our review sample; 
20 of its 24 tiny buttons address a 
hypothetical CD player, but two are used to 
adjust amplifier volume, and a third usefully 
provides source selection by cycling through 
the inputs, which is very convenient. A 
particularly neat touch is that the handset is 
shaped and weighted so that it can be stood 
upright on its foot, so to speak, taking up less 
surface space and making it easier to grab 
when you want to use it.

Twin (unswitched) speaker outputs facilitate 
bi-wiring, and extra terminal pairs provide 
matching for eight- or four-ohm loudspeakers. 
There's also a special output socket that may 
be used to supply the power for Unison's 
matching Phono One or Simply Phono 
outboard vinyl stages (£1,250 and £650 
respectively, not supplied). 

and manufactures all its own output 
transformers. This is arguably the most 
important ingredient in any valve amplifier, 
and a vital element in creating the unusual 
output layout. The three parallel KT88 output 
valves operate in single-ended ultralinear 
configuration, where the output transformer 
sees the tetrode KT88s as if they were triodes. 
Preamp and driver stages, using ECC 83 and 
ECC82 valves, also operate as triodes.

The power supply transformers are actually 
designed and made just like the more critical 
output transformers, and incorporate 
numerous secondary windings in order to 
deliver the precise requirements for each group 
of components and subsidiary circuit. Much 
care has gone into the selection of individual 
components, and the matching of the Russian 
made valves.

SOUND QUALITY
This is one amplifier that sounds as good as it 
looks, and since it looks quite wonderful, that's 
high praise indeed. It came as no surprise to 
hear the sort of spectacular midrange 
transparency and dynamic literacy that is the 
stock in trade of valve amplifiers. However, the 
key thing that really distinguishes the 
Performance from most of the valve □
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Professor Giovanni Sacchetti, 
Unison Research's founder and 
chief designer, discusses some of 
the practicalities of his valve 
amplifier designs

HFC The three key elements in 

a valve amplifier are the output valve type, the 

output transformers and the circuit 

configuration. How do you rate their relative 

importance in the complete amplifier design? 

GS In an amplifier, the choice of the output valve 

is not only based on the output power it can give, 

but mostly on its sound characteristics. Once it is 

decided how much power we want to obtain from 

the amplifier, and we have a general idea about 

how we want it to sound, I choose the circuit 

configuration and the tubes, and finally I design 

an output transformer specifically to work at its 

best with that particular output circuit.

I note you use different output valves for 

different models - the 845, KT88 and EL34. Is 

this purely because of power differences, or do 

they contribute with their own particular 

characters to the sound?

Actually, with every tube you can reach the power 

level you desire, just by increasing the number of 

the tubes themselves. The type of valve to use is 

essentially related to its sound character. For 

example, you can obtain 24 watts from a single 

845 or from a couple of EL34s in parallel; this last 

solution is much more cost-effective, but it is not 

even comparable with the first as far as sound 

quality is concerned. As you can probably guess, 
the 845 is my favourite power valve.

Which company normally supplies your valves? 

Do you find big differences between suppliers 

of the same valve type?

Almost all the tubes we use come from the

□ amps around is that it also seems to be substantially free from most of the stereotypical 'valve character' that one has come to expect. This is a valve amplifier that doesn't start to lose the plot as it moves towards the frequency extremes; it's exceptionally fast, and doesn't hum or hiss. So, if you want your music laced with a healthy dose of euphonic coloration, you'd do better to look elsewhere.

During our test period, the Performance gave an excellent account of itself when hooked up to a pair of B&W 800Ds - a far from easy load, but reasonably sensitive and well enough suited to the amp's four-ohm taps. It was driven via predominantly Vertex AQ cables from sources that included a Nairn CDSSS CD player, a Magnum Dynalab MD102 tuner and a Rega P9/Naim ARO/Rega Apheta/Naim Stageline record player.
Russian Sovtek operation, which produces

excellent valves for us according 

to some specific instructions 

we give them.

Why do you prefer 

single-ended to push-pull 
operation? Isn't there a 

problem driving 

loudspeakers with uneven 

impedances curves?

In the many years I have 

been working on valve 

amplifiers, I have always 

had the best results (from 

all points of view) with 

single-ended 

configurations. Push-pull 

designs have much higher 

efficiency, but 

unfortunately they are 

also rich in odd order 

harmonics, which 

causes the sound to 

seem less natural and 

more 'cold'.
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Unison Research Performance integrated amplifier [ Review ]

Detail
Six speaker terminals 
per channel

Steel-cased 

output 
transformers

Triple parallel
matched KT88
output valves

ECC83 and ECC82 preamp and driver valves

Tw’n encased 

mains 

transformers

Twin 

1,000uF 

Siemens 

capacitors 

per channel

Polished 

steel plates 

also act as 

heat shields

"With its lovely midband transparency and 
rich, generous character, the Performance 
proved an ideal partner for classical music."

No amplifier is entirely free from character, 
and the Performance does show looseness 
deep down in the low bass register. There was 
also hardness up around the presence zone, 
though in truth the latter probably has as 
much to do with the recordings as the 
amplifier: the Performance doesn't romanticise 
when reproducing whatever it's fed.

But those are very minor criticisms indeed, in 
the context of an amplifier that not only 
possesses the lovely midband tonality, 
transparency and dynamic expressiveness 
that's a hallmark of the valve experience, but 
also shows unusually fine neutrality, especially 
for a single-ended design.

11 coped very well with all sorts of material - 
rock, dance, or acoustic - but it was natural 
acoustic instruments that helped the amplifier 
to show its true excellence. The Proms season 
was getting under way when the Unison 
arrived in the listening room, and this provided 
a nightly opportunity to enjoy the silky skills of 
some of the world's great orchestras 
performing in a genuinely spacious acoustic. 
With its lovely midband transparency and rich, 
generous character, the Performance proved an 
ideal partner for this feast of classical music.

Yet it still knows how to rock and roll, as it 
proved quite conclusively when I slipped Little 
Feat's Hoy Hoy onto the turntable - a patchy 
hodge-podge album, for sure, but one that 
unquestionably, if intermittently, proves the 
band's true greatness. The Performance 
brought the very essence of this greatness 
roaring out of the speakers, delivering tracks 

like Gringo and Rock'n'Roll Doctor with rare 
power and authority.

Well-recorded solo piano is remarkably 
difficult to reproduce convincingly, because the 
instrument combines an unusually wide 
bandwidth with subtle tonal delicacy and 
seriously percussive dynamics. The Performance 
(with some assistance from B&W) takes this 
combination of characteristics comfortably in 
its stride, punching the dynamic contrasts of 
the notes with uncommonly realistic attack 
and decay, yet also delivering the more 
protracted resonances from the soundboard 
and structure with convincing richness and 
appropriate decay.

Familiar voices on the radio sounded more 
obviously human, and classical material - 
even something as strange as Ligeti's 
Ramifications - was more than usually 
interesting. This was partly owing to the 
obvious 'rightness' of the tonal structure of 
instruments; partly because of to the finely 
layered stereo perspectives; and partly for the 
way it created convincing ambient space. But 
perhaps the most startling experience was the 
sheer realism of audience applause. At the 
end of a Radio 3 song cycle, transmitted live 
from London's Cadogan Hall, instead of the 
usual rather amorphous mush, it was as if you 
were actually sitting there in the audience, 
and could have counted the number of 
people expressing their admiration.

While the 40-watt output power proved 
ample for most purposes, because this 
amplifier sounds so clean and inviting, the 

temptation to wind the volume right up to 
clipping point is always present, so a little 
restraint is sometimes needed here. The fact 
that it chucks out nearly half a kilowatt of heat 
can also be a trifle irritating, especially during 
the summer months. But inconveniences like 
heatstroke are really irrelevant when set 
against the rich and quite gloriously musical 
sound this amplifier is able to generate. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT . fWWS
SOUND » 94%
I I I I I LI 1.ŒI

FEATURES » 76%
I I I I I m

BUILD 93%

VALUE » B6%

II I I I I in

O PRO
Combines fine neutrality with 
superb dynamic expression 
and tension plus superior 
transparency. Remote control 
greatly increases operating 
convenience.

□ CON
There's no mono, muting or 
balance adjustment here, and 
remote operation is a Little 
clunky. And it does chuck out 
a lot of waste heat.

CONCLUSION
Looks wonderful, sounds even better. While features are 
minimal and heat output considerable, these limitations are 
irrelevant in view of the magnificent, dynamic, full-bandwidth 
sound, especially from natural acoustic sources.

HI-FICHOICE ûno/n
OVERALL SCORE /U
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Uprated universal
Beefed up benchmark universal player shows the others how it should be done

magazine
'\(

PRODUCT Denon DVD-3930

TYPE Universal disc player

PRICE £1,100

Harns D&PCLBt

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43.4x13.9x40,7cm
O Weight 11 5kg O Digital outputs: HDMI, DenonLink 
3, optical and electrical S/PDIF o 1080p video scaling 
© DD/DTS decoders fitted O Optional video and 
display on/off

pixel filtering, which gives a smoother, more 
progressive picture. The video DACs have been 
upgraded to 14-bit and entirely separate DACs 
are available for composite/S-Video and for 
component video, which alongside the 
performance benefits means all video outputs 
are available simultaneously. DiVX decoding is 
also built into the new player and it even 
includes keystone correction for squaring the 
picture up to the screen, butthat's best 
avoided as it reduces picture resolution, just as 
it does with video projectors.

Socketry has also changed for the better to 
reflect the updated internals. DVI, a relic of 
pre-HDMI days, has gone, while HDMI has 
been enhanced by the missing computer 
resolution (VGA through WXGA) previously 
handled by DVI. The interface is now fully 
1080 progressive compatible; the DVD-3910 
was limited to the obviously inferior 1080 
interlace standard. With a progressive 1080p 
HDMI pipeline, you are no longer at the mercy 
of the usually inferior progressive scaling 
provided by the TV display's electronics.

SOUND QUALITY
The DVD-3930 has a comprehensive series of 
Pure Direct modes, which bypass all 
unnecessary processing and the display (if 
required), and they should be used where 
possible. There is something disarmingly

W
ith the latest model change from the 
DVD-3910 to the DVD-3930, Denon 
has ramped the price up by £200.

But you do get a lot of technology - and 
performance - for your money. Like its 
predecessor, the DVD-3930 was designed as a 
high-quality universal disc player for CD, 
DVD-Audio and SACD. It's also a virtually state 
of the art video player, designed to bridge the 
perceived performance gap between standard 
definition DVD-Video and HD DVD/Blu-ray. 
Thus far, the two new optical disc formats have 
had a stuttering start, with several reports of 
underperforming players - especially Blu-ray. 
But in fairness, neither is ready for prime time, 
and it would take a foolhardy commentator to 
say anything useful about how either will shape 
up a year or so down the line. Just don't buy yet.

The weight has increased by 2.2kg, which is 
more than can be accounted for by any

CONTACT S 01234 741200 ® www.denon.co.uk

increase in the amount of digital chippery. In 
fact, the power supply is the main culprit, as it 
now includes three transformers, including a 
new El transformer specifically for the audio 
(this was previously handled by a switch mode 
supply). This means that analogue, digital and 
video now have entirely separate signal chains 
and power supplies. There have also been 
improvements to the physical structure of the 
player, which is now double-layer with a 
four-layer base, and the motherboard is new.

The audio subsystem has been upgraded to 
dual differential for the main stereo channels, 
while the others remain single-ended as before, 
using Burr-Brown PCM1796 DACs in each 
case. DenonLink has now been upgraded to 
Version 3, which is SACD compatible, but the 
inferior sounding, higher jitter ¡.Link has now 
gone - so the advantage applies only to users 
of Denon amplifiers with DenonLink. Users of 
amplifiers with ¡Link lose out, of course.

The video subsection has been significantly 
upgraded. Out goes the Faroudja processing in 
favour of a much more powerful solution. It is 
now 1O-bit throughout (the older model was 
eight-bit) and it uses the enormously powerful 
Silicon Optix Realta T2 HQV (Hollywood 
Quality Video) progressive scan, noise and 
motion adaptive engine, previously only found 
in the flagship DVD-A1XVA player. There's also 
much better cadence detection and pixel by

BEST BUY
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Denon DVD-3930 universal disc player [Review]

VALUE» 92%

s
* 00 0IFV'

s

FORMAT COMPATIBILITY

OVD^AUDIO

DVDVIDEO

JPEG PICTURES V'

VERDICT

æu S«g

VISION » 93% 
i i ì miiM—n

CONCLUSION
If the DVD-3910 was considered a class leader, then the 
DV0-3930 is in another league altogether. Its performance 
with DVD-Video is state of the art at the orice, coupled to a 
truly satisfying delivery across all music formats.

FEATURES » 96%
I I I I I I w

SOUND » 87%
I I I I I I — 
» SUB RATINGS
CO 86% SACO 9V' 0VD-A 86%

HDCD

CD-R/RW

DVD-R/ RW

SACD

CD

"There is something disarmingly natural 
about the Denon with CD, which comes as a 
shock from a player that is so hi-tech."
natural sounding about the Denon with CD, which almost comes as a shock from a player that is so blatantly hi-tech.It has an orchestral string quality that has great depth and pungency, and there is a trace of what almost passes for sweetness, though it lacks the kind of pasted on euphony that this nearly implies. Structurally it all sounds very together and solid with orchestral music, but also with smaller scale material, chamber, jazz and so on, which sound very 'alive'.I n its optimum configuration, using the higher quality dedicated stereo outputs with CD, the Denon is a powerful player, with the kind of open, tactile sound you can almost reach out and touch. Coming from a DVD-compatible player this is rare indeed - it's good enough to give some well-reputed dedicated CD players a run for their money and will not be disgraced in any company.The same comments apply with all audio sources tried, including DVD-Audio and SACD.Particularly impressive is the performance of the player with SACD in stereo. With lesser players, SACD can sound a little too smoothly rounded, lacking in grip if you prefer, and 

unable to articulate the raw edge that some recordings call for. This one does so, while retaining the elegant qualities that this format brings to the party. There is no obvious trade-off - the sound is very open and pure, subtle and organic, with tremendous clout when that's what the music calls for.As often happens with universal players, DVD-Audio is very CD like, perhaps slightly more mechanical. But, with the paucity of new DVD-Audio software, this is almost academic.
VIDEO PERFORMANCEAs a video player, the net result of the new series of upgrades extends its margin over the earlier player from significant to little less than startling. The Denon is remarkable for its ability to suppress the staircasing of diagonals, even in moving scenes. Motion artefacts are well handled too, making the whole effect very natural and progressive, with few of the telltale signs of picture processing usually encountered even with hi-tech players. The surround sound codecs, which include the ability to add 7.1-channel effects to 51-channel material, work transparently, too.

Good as its predecessor was, it's no match for the mighty upgrade that is the DVD-3930. At the price, this is a benchmark universal that couples top-notch video to a solid, believable account of music played across a range of formats, particularly CD and SACD. HFC
Alvin Cold

DVD+RW V'
DVD RAM X

MP3 AUDIO V'
WMA AUDIO X

AAC AUDIO X

VIDEO CO V'

n pro

Delivers superlative video and 
uncommonly strong audio 
across all formats. Musical 
performance is particularly 
gratifying, given the player's 
inherent complexity.

D CON
lacks built-in test screen for 
c°l°u for the best in 
:e:;ati; t hou:h i t ll store 
groups of settings. Not much 
else, all things considered.

HIV' )) cno/n
OVERALL SCORE
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Naim's new entry-level pre/poweramp pairing is given the twice-over

PRODUCT Naim Audio NAC 122x and NAP 150x

TYPE Stereo preamplifier and power amplifier

PRICE (NAC 122x) £750; (NAP 150x) £825

KEY FEATURES (NAC 122x) Size (WxHxD): 
43.2x7x30.1 cm O Weight: 4.75kg O Inputs: Six 
line-level inputs (all six DIN, two replicated as phono) 
O Outputs: one (DIN and phono) O Remote control 
O (NAP150x) Size (WxHxD): 43.2x7x30.1 cm O Weight: 
7.5kg O One set of speaker terminals O Rated power: 
50 watts per channel (eight ohms)

CONTACT S 01722 426600 © www.naim-audio.com

O
ne measure of truly excellent hi-fi 
components is that they will sound 
exciting and stimulating regardless of 
the sort of music you play through them. They 

won't restrict you to listening to those vacant, 
over-polished demo 'favourites' we've come to 
loathe over the years.

Naim's new entry-level pre/power 
combination - the NAC 122x preamplifier and 
the NAP 150x power amplifier - falls squarely 
into this ‘exciting and stimulating' camp. In 
fact, when first listening to the duo, it’s hard to 
believe that they are entry-level offerings: they 
seem far more composed and effortlessly 
informative than any 'starter' combination has 
any right to do.

The £750 NAC 122x replaces the NAC 112x 
in Naim Audio's preamp hierarchy, and draws 

on the heritage of the more upmarket and 
expensive NAC 202. In terms of improvements 
over the model it replaces, the new design uses 
a hard-wired, motorised, Alpt volume control 
for better performance, lower noise in use and 
an improved feel over the resistor ladder 
control of the NAC 112x. Its six inputs are 
relay-switched rather than being multiplexed, 
as were those of its predecessor, which, again, 
is said to enhance its performance.

Furthermore, great care has been taken to 
make the casework and PCB as low resonance 
as possible and to isolate the PCB from the 
environment and any deleterious vibrations 
present therein. This means that you'll 
encounter a little play when plugging in 
connections but this is intended to be there 
and is nothing to be concerned about.

The £825 NAP 150x represents Naim's first 
step on the power amp ladder and its design 
also owes much to more upmarket Naim 
models; in this case, the flagship NAP 500. It 
features many improvements over the original 
NAP 150, including a hefty toroidal transformer 
for improved regulation, with discrete windings 
for each audio channel. There's also an 
enhanced power supply for the preamplifier.

As is common with most Naim preamps, the 
NAC 122x can be upgraded - or, perhaps more 
accurately, users can explore the full potential 

of what it has to offer - by using an external 
power supply unit. This is an approach to 
design that seems outwardly unusual, but one 
that makes perfect sense when you hear the 
improvements that it can bring. These were 
neatly noted by Paul Messenger is his review of 
the 555PS (HFC 283), in which he preferred 
the sound of the superior power supply 
coupled to a lesser CD* player «ver that of a 
notionally better CD player with a lessor power» 

supply. As a Naim user for many years, and 
having experienced the efficacy of numerous 
power supply improvements in my own system, 
I have no problems accepting Naim's 
standpoint on the crucial effects that power 
supplies have upon musical performance.

For the purposes of this review, Naim also 
supplied a £550 Flat-Cap 2x discrete power 
supply, which sits in the signal path between 
the preamp and the power amplifier. The 
Flat-Cap 2x, or similar, would be obligatory 
were you planning on using the preamplifier 
with another manufacturer's power amplifier, 
as the NAC 122x has no integral power supply.

We listened to the NAC 122x and NAP 150x, 
along with the Flat-Cap 2x, giving a system 
with a total price of £2,125. Given the 
substantial performance increase when using 
the Flat-Cap 2x, which no one would describe 
as subtle, not using it seemed churlish. It's
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Nairn NAC 122x preamplifier and NAP 150x power amplifier [ Review]

"The Nairn combination would unearth any 
semblance of rhythm, no matter how 
obscure, perverse or deeply buried."
worth noting that the external power supply 
will also power the analogue stage of Naim's 
CDSx CD player, which is handy given that this 
is the level of player we'd most expect to see 
used in this system.

SOUND QUALITY
From the outset, the NAC 122x, Flat-Cap 2x 
and NAP lSOx combination is surprising. The 
ease with which it copes with an array of 
demanding discs is beguiling. It reveals the 
beauty within discs - which we've heard other 
systems disguise or even completely eradicate 
- while simultaneously exposing their 
occasionally less than smooth edges.

On tracks from one such disc, Terence Trent 
D'Arby's Vibrator, the combination excelled

THE UPGRADE PATH
Part of the joy of owning a Naim system is that the company presents its customers with a clearly defined, 
unambiguous upgrade path. The review system, for example, can easily be upgraded - should you wish to drive 
more demanding loudspeakers - by swapping the NAP 150x for a £¡,4/5 NAP 200 power amplifier. Even ii 
your speakers aren't especially demanding, this change will still be rewarding. The NAP 200 brings about a 
readily perceivable, enhanced sense of scale, authority and presence to the presentation.

We asked Naim's Doug Graham to explain the dramatic improvements wrought by introducing the Flat-Cap 
2x into the system and he told us that "while powering the preamp from a NAP 150x or NAP 200 is a perfectly 
acceptable arrangement, adding a dedicated supply, such as a Flat-Cap 2x or Hi-Cap, lowers the noise floor of 
the preamplifier. This gives the effect that the system seems far more >wsruL”'

We'd used a top-of-the-rarge CD player for the review and wondered if he felt that this was perhaps excessive 
His response: 'The better the source the better the sound quality. However. the CD5x would be the way to go 
with a Flat-Cap 2x in this system-the Flat Cap will power the preamplifier and the output stage of the CD5x."

with its portrayal of timing. It picked out each 
instrument distinctly, then knitted its 
contribution together with others superbly to 
provide a cohesive, well-judged sense of drive 
and impetus. Dynamically, it proves equally 
faithful, no matter whether it is dealing with 
overt contrasts or the subtle variations of 
elements buried further back within a mix.

11 doesn't show undue favour to any part of 
the musical spectrum, lucidly portraying high 
frequencies without any emphasis or 
aggression while displaying a notable control 
over the bass. This is both sonorous and 
precise, with full-bodied notes starting and 
stopping with outstanding acuity.

The system handles tonal texture with equal 
aplomb, which in the past wasn't a quality 

people would always associate with Nairn 
amplifiers. On suitable recordings, it delivers a 
portrayal of tonality that could be mistaken for 
that of a fine valve amplifier, while still being 
able to temper that with appropriate jagged 
edges where necessary. On tracks from the 
Nirvana CD Unplugged, Krist Novoselic's 
acoustic bass sounded fittingly warm, rounded 
and almost plummy while Kurt Cobain's vocals 
simultaneously displayed a raucous, strained 
quality when he pushed his voice near to the 
edge of his range.

Again, though, what really shines though is 
the amplifier's insistent rhythmic confidence. 
Even on notoriously difficult music, such as 
Edgar Varese's Ameriques or Henry Kaiser's 
collection of guitar improvisations, Lemon Fish 
Tweezer, the Nairn combination would unearth 
any semblance of a rhythm, no matter how 
obscure, perverse or deeply buried, and lay it 
out for you to appreciate and enjoy.

As Henry Kaiser observes in that album's 
sleeve notes, "Music isn't about notes - it's 
about feeling". If you find yourself nodding in 
agreement with that sentiment you'd be well 
advised to take a listen to this system. That it 
also sorts out each of those notes in all its 
unadulterated, perfectly formed glory is more 
than just a bonus. The NAC 122x and NAP 
lSOx are delightfully communicative and 
musically sympathetic devices. They revel in 
delving into the most complex of music and 
laying out its various strands such that they 
instantly come together and make sense. Give 
them an easier task, such as a simple guitar and 
voice playing 4/4, and they simply sail through, 
dishing out resolution and insight by the 
shovel-full. And make no mistake, they love such 
music and deliver superb renditions of it: Nie 
Jones' Canadee-1-0, for example, came across □

awards 2006 | HI-FI CHOICE 81



[Review] Nairn NAC 122x preamplifier and NAP 150x power amplifier

We spoke to Doug Graham, 
Nairn Audio's sales manager. 
about the new pre/power amp 
pairng and where it fits in the 
greater Nairn line-up

HFC What advantages has the 
NAC 122x/NAP 150x over a NAil integrated? 
DG Given that the NAil Si uses a passive preamp 
section and different output devices than the NAP 
1 SOx, the obvious advantage of having the 
122x/1SOx combo is that the preamp is in its own 
'quiet room' eliminating noise. There is also the big 
advantage of the upgrade capability of the NAC 
122x, which results in the amplifier combination 
sounding more powerful and detailed. It's easy to 
demonstrate the advantages of a better preamp 
over a bigger power amp. The NAP lSOx power 
amp uses higher specification output devices and 
has a larger transformer, too.

How does an entry-level pre/power fare against 
today's upmarket integrated amplifiers?
There are now consumers who object to multiple 
boxes and they appear to be driving the market for 
the 'phat' integrated amplifier. The pre/power is 
more satisfying in terms of musical performance 
and flexibility. If you stack a NAC 122x and NAP 
1SOx you take up approximately the same space 
and still get the advantage of the preamp being in 
its own enclosure.

Ultimately, we rely on our professional dealer 
network to point customers in the right direction 
for their needs.

What's the next logical upgrade from the NAC 
122x/FlatCap 2x/NAP lSOx?
The NAC 122x and Flat-Cap 2x make a very 
capable preamplifier combination that can easily 
be partnered with a NAP 200 should one require 
more power to drive less efficient loudspeakers or 
difficult loads. On the other hand, if one uses 
multiple sources and doesn't need any more power 
then an upgrade to the NAC 202 using the NAPSC 
power supply is the way to go.

What speakers will the NAP 150x handle?
The NAP 1SOx, being a real-world SO-watt power 
amplifier, can be used with a wide range of 
loudspeakers. Without being too specific, the ideal 
partners, apart from our own designs, include the 
Dynaudio Audience 42 or 52, Rega R7, Spender 
SSe or KEF Q7. Of course, speakers are hugely 
personal and impose lots of 'character on the 
sound, but these seem to be popular choices.

C with a hard-to-describe sense of correctness 
that we found truly and wholly satisfying. Sure, 
all the hi-fi artefacts were there - the gentle 
creak of his guitar body as he bent notes by 
pulling back on the neck - but that wasn't 
what brought a smile to our faces. That was 
down to a sense of his near-tangible presence 
in the room and the feeling it conveyed that he 
was thoroughly enjoying what he was playing.

I ndeed, the NAC 122x might be the baby of 
Naim's preamp family but it betrays very few 
signs of its junior status. In fact, it probably 
warrants being called the NAC 122xp, with the 
'p' standing for precocious. The NAP 150x 
exhibits equal confidence and assurance and 
makes the ideal partner for it. And, if your 
budget can be stretched to accommodate the 
Flat-Cap 2x power supply, you definitely won't 
regret the extra expenditure. And that also aids 
the CD5x, the logical CD partner here.

With or without that power supply, whether 
using a Nairn CD player or not, this is a very 
accomplished pre/power combination and 
part of a range in which spending more 
genuinely buys you significantly greater 
performance and satisfaction. HFC

Malcolm Steward

VERDICT - NAC 122x
SOUND » 88%
I I I I I II— I
F^WRES » 80%

I I I I I I I—
BUILD » 88% 
n i I i it»:
VALUE» 92% 
n i i ii i mm

CONCLUSION
Upgradable preamplifier adds 
almost valve-like richness to 
the usual Naim virtues of 
musicality and precise 
rhythmic control.

HI-FICHOICE 
» 90%
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Ive Amplifier £4,400

L to R: 1. Kuzma Stabi XL £10,000 2. KSL Kondo Neiro Line Stereo Valve Amplifier £23500 3. Living Voice IBX R2 (Burr Oak) £4400 
4. SME 10 / SME V £4115 5. Living Voice OBX RW (Santos) £7200 6. KSL Kondo Ongaku Integrated Amplifier £49,000 

7. Magnum Dynalab 106T Valve Tuner £3600 8. KSL Kondo Gakuoh 300B Mono Amplifiers £48,500 
9. Resolution Audio Opus 21 CD Player£2950 10. KSL Kondo V-z (Im) Interconnect £750

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk ^^w.definitiveaudio.co.uk
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Vavavoom
Fowl's revamped Chorus V range takes its appearance as seriously as its sound

PRODUCT Focal Chorus 826 V acrylic for the wrap of top, front baffle and rear, are reflected inside to remove one set of

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker
PRICE £ 1,249 per pair
KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD) 28.2xl03.8x37.5cm
O Weight: 25.8kg O 25mm aluminium/magnesium

and combined this with angled side cheeks 
finished in 'Moka' or 'Ebony' veneers. These look 
very luxurious in the flesh, especially the dark 
brown Moka. The more affordable 700 V range

parallel surfaces and reduce standing waves.
Another more drastic design revision over 
previous ranges is the inclusion of significantly
greater port area. Having listened to

inverted dome tweeter O 165mm polyglass midrange 
unit O Two l 65mm polyglass bass units O Sensitivity: 
91.SdB O Minimum impedance: 2.9 ohms (118Hz)
CONTACT W 0845 660 2680 ® wwwfocal-uk.com

is available in only one finish (dubbed Amati) 
and does not feature the polished black acrylic 
or cast alloy base of the floorstanding 800 Vs.

alternative port placements, the engineers at 
Focal went back to the drawing board and 
looked at the Reynolds coefficient - this states

It's not all

F
ocal has been making some 
radical changes to its 
entry-level loudspeakers. The 
26-model Chorus V range has 

replaced the 54 models of the 
Chorus S and Cobalt S ranges. That's 
still a lot of speakers. So, in order not 
to baffle its potential customers, 
France's biggest speaker maker has 
divided Chorus V in two, creating the 
entry-level 700V range and the 
BOOV 'affordable luxury' alternative.

The Chorus 82 6 V is the 
penultimate speaker in the 800 V 
range, sitting below the 836 V (which 
has an extra bass unit) and above the 
816 V floorstander and 806 V and 
807 V standmounts (pricing starts at 
E499 per pair for the 806 V) . The 
826 V is a three-way with a pair of 
l 65mm bass units, a matching 
midrange driver and a 25mm 
aluminium and magnesium tweeter. 
Unlike previous Chorii, both cabinet 
and drive units are built in-house, 
and the tweeter drive unit (dubbed 
with the mystery acronym TNV) is 
housed in a very attractive casting.

Curiously, this speaker no longer 
uses the W sandwich-caned units of 
earlier models. Instead, the new 
Chorus V range uses drivers made of 
a polyglass skin over a foam core. 
Given that the W glass cone has 
been at the core of Focal drivers for 
so long, this is slightly surprising. 
However, we are told that the new 
V2 polyglass cones are subjectively 
better sounding than the W cones 
used in the preceding Chorus range.

The most immediately striking thing 
about the BOOV range is the style. 
This was achieved with the assistance 
of Paris based designers Pineau & r 
Le Porcher, who have used black ''

styling either.
The angled 

sides of
■■ ' '1 the box

that when the airflow in a port exceeds six 
metres per second, it effectively becomes 
sealed. In the original Chorus range, this 
airflow speed was reached at only three watts 

input, which meant that power 
handling was compromised. By 
combining front and down firing 
ports in the floorstanding BOOV 
models and increasing vent 
diameters, Focal has managed to 
keep the port working up to 30 
watts input. This increases the 
contribution that the port makes to 
the bass by up to 6dB.

The 826 V features a cast alloy 
plinth that raises the cabinet's base 
to allow airflow from the lower 
reflex port. This plinth incorporates 
a V shape and this is reflected in 
the grille top, should you leave the 
latter on. The grille certainly looks 
better than a stack of drive units 
and enhances the overall aesthetic 
of the speaker by making it look 
slimmer than previous models.

As with all Focals, there is only a 
single pair of terminals, the 
company being one of the few with 
the confidence to eschew bi-wiring 
in favour of total predictability of 
incoming signal.

HI-FICHOICE
magazine ä

SOUND QUALITY
I n action, the 826 V requires a 
reasonable amount of space and 
plenty of power to give of its best. 
The high sensitivity would appear 
to facilitate lower powered amps, 
but only if you ignore the big dip in 
impedance in the upper bass. This 
is something decent power supplies 
will be able to cope with. In other 
words, low power from a good 
valve amp is better suited than a 
low-power budget integrated. But 

. then again, this is a revealing 
|| enough speaker to mitigate 

against using it with most
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Focal Chorus 826 V loudspeaker [ Review]

"The 826 V is clearly a capable and revealing 
speaker, one that is easily neutral enough to 
be led by the components in front of it."
budget amps. Ultimately though, the choice of 
low power designs is academic; you won't be 
able to comfortably push the speaker to high 
levels without something approaching 100 
watts on hand.

As the cast alloy base comes with rather 
attractive spikes, we used these initially on the 
floor alone and latterly on some Townshend 
Audio Seismic bases, which had a profound 
effect on the balance. On the regular footing, 
the Focal has a nimble yet robust balance that 
errs on the exposed side at high frequencies. 
However, it doesn't come across as bright, once 
your ears have adjusted, and this is a pretty 
rapid process. The degree to which this is 
noticeable also depends on the reflectivity of 
your room and how loud you like to play. At 
low to medium levels in particular, the extra 
precision of imaging and detail brought by 
pointing both speakers at the listener is 
extremely useful. Turn the wick up, however, 
and things are more comfortable, with the 
speakers' axis crossing in front for a deep 
soundstage or placing the speakers parallel to 
the walls for a wider sound stage.

The decent sensitivity and wide bandwidth of 
the 826 V make it a highly entertaining and 
engaging speaker, the sensitivity giving good 
dynamics and decent power handling and the 
bandwidth conferring powerful bass and an 
open, revealing top end. The aluminium/ 
magnesium alloy tweeter is smoother than 
standard aluminium varieties but not as warm 

as non-metal types. It is rather good at picking 
out tape hiss and cymbals, but fortunately 
doesn't make a big deal out of them.

While this speaker was in-situ, Resolution 
Audio's Opus 21 system turned up for a 
forthcoming review of the XS (or Extra Sources) 
unit, combining FM tuner, phono stage and 
both analogue and digital inputs. This 
low-powered amp system doesn't deliver the 
grip of bigger amps, but allows the speaker to 
reveal considerable quantities of inner detail in 
everything played. This is a process that draws 
the listener into the music in no uncertain 
fashion and leaves the reviewing notes looking 
rather more like a description of the music than 
the speaker - and that's always a good sign. 
The 826 Vis clearly a capable and revealing 
speaker, one that is easily neutral enough to be 
led by the components in front of it

It is also sensitive to its support. Placing a 
Townshend Seismic base underneath 
significantly bolsters the bass, which has the 
knock-on effect of calming the treble, all of 
which improves the high level experience 
considerably Despite the degree to which this 
base decouples the speaker from the floor, the 
extra energy it was pumping out had both 
floor and furniture vibrating with enthusiasm 
when Wyclef Jean was played 'in anger'.

Next to the £1,500 ATC SCM19 standmount 
we tested last issue, this Foca I concedes some 
definition in the bass and is less able to 
'disappear' from the soundstage. On the other 

hand, it delivers a more open, relaxed and 
'juicy' sound, and some will find it easier to live 
with both sonically and aesthetically. It's a 
matter of taste of course, but we think this is a 
great looking floorstander and as good an 
example of'affordable luxury' as you'll find 
being built on European shores. HFC

Jason Kennedy

SOUNO » 88%

I I I I I I I
EASE OF DRIVE » 78%
i i i i i «Mm

BUILD »92% 

iiiiii fut

VALUE » 90%

D PRO
Impressively designed 
floorstander with great looks 
and solid build. Revealing, 
wide-bandwidth sound is 
thoroughly entertaining 
across a wide range of 
musical material.

□ CON
Slightly tricky load requires 
decent power. Bass could be a 
little tighter and treble a 
shade smoother.

CONCLUSION
If you like the way the 826 V looks. its sound won't disappoint. 
It times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise 
imaging, if appropriately set up. ft has an entertaining and 
revealing sound that will keep you listening late into the night.

HI-FICHOICE SS 2Q%
OVERALL SCORE
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Redefining value 
through 
performance.
Restore your passion.
Revive your music collection.
Redefine your expectations.

We all want to get the most out of our 
systems and our music. Talk to us for 
down-to-earth advice and products that 
deliver high performance and musical 
satisfaction.

^^w.soundsurgery.co.uk
New & regularly updated 
used/ex-demo webpage.

01392 662920 
07989022492

Portfolio:
Acoustic Signature, 
Audio Desk Systeme, 
Eben, Exactpower, 
Emilie, Kingsound, 
Luxman, Monopulse, 
Pearcable, Stereovox, 
Supra Sword, Stillpoints, 
Timber Matrix Foundation, 
Vertex AQ, Whest Audio.

thesoundsurgery
hifi components and accessories

I
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Yamaha DSPAX759SE mi

BEST BUY

HIFICHOICE
K magazine y

Music at heart
What happens if you must have home cinema, but your heart belongs to hi-fi? Ask Yamaha...

PRODUCT Yamaha DSP-AX759SE

TYPE Multichannel AV amplifier

PRICE £550

CONTACT S 01923 233166 www.yamaha-uk.com

Y
amaha's DSP-AX759SE landed on the 
Hi-Fi Choice test bench with a lotto live 
up to: its predecessor bagged a Gold 
Award in our Awards Issue last year. Even a 

cursory look over the new unit reveals that 
Yamaha is working on an "if it ain’t broke, 
don't fix it” philosophy.

The '759SE is a UK-tuned design. It covers all 
the AV decoding formats you could need, 
boasts a claimed 100 watts for seven channels, 
Yamaha's Top-ART amplifiers and the YPA0 
auto-set up and equaliser circuitry. Don't 
expect frills like HDMI switching, but it's a lot 
of amp for £500.

The improvements over last year’s model are 
aimed at further enhancing its sonic abilities. 
The power supply has been upgraded, the 
DACs are now highly respected Burr-Brown 
192kHz/24-Bit devices and there has been a 
complete re-mapping of the internal wiring 
and circuits to shorten signal paths, further 
improve S/N ratio and reduce crosstalk.

Set-up is about as basic as the genre gets. 
Sadly, you can't engage the auto set-up routine 

without the 'Yamaha Parametric Room Acoustic 
Optimizer1 (YPAO) implementing its thing too. 
The YPAO system here is a basic parametric 
filtering network, and there is little in the way of 
fine tuning to be had over the YPAO's filtering 
post-op, so it's usually best left switched out.

SOUND QUALITY
Cutting to the chase, last year's Award-winning 
sound has matured nicely, gaining more grace 
and charm with a wider range of material. It's a 
smooth sound, far more subtle and refined than 
any of its competitors at this price, with bass 
that is tight and dry. Compared to its peers, 
which generally offer portly and gung-ho low 
frequency reproduction, the Yamaha is a little 
lightweight, but its bass is fast and tuneful and 
has far better resolution of individual tones.

Yamaha has made much of its Pure Direct 
mode, which shuts down all video processing 
and display functions to leave only the 
analogue stages powered-up. The benefit is an 
immediate and tangible reduction in high 
frequency hash and that brings a subjective 
increase in the airiness of the soundstage.

Relative to its class-leading musical 
performance, some home cinema buffs might 
find the '759SE's home cinema performance a 
tad dissapointing. It lacks the clout of some 
compitors, and can sound a little bit soft and 
lightweight with high-octane movie material.

However, more subtle soundtracks revel in the 
Yamaha's smooth and refined character, 
allowing fine detail to shine through.

There is music at the heart of this UK-tuned 
Yamaha, a statement borne out not only in the 
smooth and refined sound but also in Yamaha's 
decision to blow the R&D budget on up-rated 
power supplies and high-class audio DACs 
ratherthan HDMI switching. If you're a hi-fi fan 
looking for an affordable home cinema 
solution, the '759SE has much to offer. HFC

Richard Stevenson

CONCLUSION
Though not the first choice for those wishing to maximise sonic 
impact with blockbuster movies, the DSP-AX759SE is a cracker 
for anyone seeking an affordable home cinema amp that also 
does a great job with music. It's an unusually subtle performer.

VERDICT - ■ r Or c r '

SOUND » 83% □ PRO
Smooth and mature sound 
with two-channel stereo, 
which leads the home cinema 
pack at this price. Pure Direct 
mode works well, especially 
when used with good cables.

1 1 1 1 1 14— 1
» SUB RATINGS
STEREO 83% MULTICHANNEL «2%

FEATURES » 80%1 1 i .w~n
BUILD » 79% □ CON

Home cinema applications 
take a back seat with a lack of 
HDMI switching and a rather 
'soft' sound with 
multichannel movie mayhem.

Illi 'Tl^ 1 1
VALUE » 89% 1 1 1 1 1 1 la—
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Totally tubular
Vincent combines visible valves with tiny transistors in a CD player that's big on bling

PRODUCT Vincent CD-S6 Mkll

TYPE CD player

PRICE £999

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43x12.5x33cm
O Weight: 9kg O Analogue outputs: single-ended 
phono, balanced XLR O Digital outputs: S/PDIF 
electrical O Triple valve output stage

CONTACT S 01702 601410 S www.vincent-tac.de

V
incent's product development and 
engineering is done in Iffezheim, 
Germany and the manufacture in China. 
This is a business model that has only recently 

gained a foothold in the aspirational market.
Vincent is now distributed by Essex-based 

speaker maker Ruark. Apparently, Ruark boss 
Alan O'Rourke was looking for electronics to 
go with the company's speakers and found 
Vincent to be just the ticket. Ruark just imports 
the Design Line Three components from 
Vincent's large portfolio of products, which 
includes AV components, loudspeakers and 
some heavy-duty amplification.

The range coming into the UK consists of 
two variations on the CD-S6 CD player theme: 
the one tested here with balanced outputs and 
another that's £100 less expensive with only 
single-ended outputs. There is also a preamp, 
stereo and monoblock power amps, a 

headphone amp and an FM/AM RDS tuner. 
All the components use a hybrid of valve and 
solid state components - even the tuner, albeit 
presumably only in the output stage if the 
£599 asking price is any indicator.

But nothing in the range is more expensive 
than the CD-S6 Mkll player, a machine that 
incorporates plenty of hardcore technology for 
the price. The DAC is a Burr-Brown 24/96 
type, although the exact model isn't specified, 
while the filter is from Pacific Microsonics and 
thus includes HDCD decoding. The player also 
contains a Philips VAM 1202 transport a a 
dedicated audio drive for a change.

A 12AU7 valve is on display through the 
circular window in the front panel and may be 
illuminated with varying degrees of bhng via a 
switch at the back. But it’s not alone - there are 
three more 12AX7 tubes hidden away that

there is a beefy mains transformer and shielded 
compartments for the input relays and remote 
control circuitry to minimise the effect of stray 
radiation from these components. The chassis 
itself is damped to minimise vibration and this 
combined with the power supply builds the 
player up to a decent nine-kilo fighting weight.

You can see from the front panel that the 
CD-56 has the unusual addition of a volume 
controlled headphone output - which is still 

quite uncommon on even an ambitious CD 
player. This makes a convenient change if you 
want to play loud without risking sonic leakage 
(soon to be outlawed by another EU diktat).

Among the shiny buttons on the front, 
there's a blue light dubbed 'warm up’. This 
flicks on and off when actually warming up, for 
about 20 seconds, and then stays on when 
warm. To be picky, it should really be labelled 
'warmed up', or 'hot to trot' or something 
similar. Twenty seconds seems pretty quick for 
a warm up, but that’s where tubes have the 
edge over transistors, which take closer to 
twenty minutes to come on song thermally - 
but you wouldn't want to watch a blinking 
light for that long.

Build quality is typically Chinese, by which 
we mean better than small scale manufacture 
almost anywhere else in the world at its price 
point. A £1,000 DVD player is likely to haae a 
better quality finish, but that's because of 
economies of scale rather than anything else. 
Rear panel connections are standard-quality 
RCA phonos and XLRs, with another phono 
socket to provide an electrical digital output.

SOUND QUALITY
Using valves to build an output stage will 
always have a significant influence on the 
sound of a CD player. Most likely, it will add

COMPACT DISC PLAYER CD-S6MK
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Vincent CD-S6 Mkll CD player [Review]

"Instruments sound timbrally rich and full of 
depth, while voices have body and vitality 
that you rarely get with solid-state."
colour to the proceedings and smooth off the 
high frequencies. This proved to be the case 
with the Vincent, and is likely to be a major 
source of the differences between this player 
and the alternatives. The treble is smooth, 
which makes the Vincent well suited to more 
revealing loudspeakers. It also gives the player 
a tonal balance that is closer in style to vinyl 
than is usually the case.

It is not easy to build a CD player even at 
this price that has a clean, smooth high 
frequency performance and Vincent should be 
congratulated for achieving this. The downside 
is that you forego some precision.

Another attractive aspect of the sound that is 
undoubtedly valve derived is the sense of 
dynamics or energy that emanates from 
acoustic sound sources especially. Instruments 
sound timbrally rich and full of depth, while 
well-recorded voices have body and vitality 
that you rarely get with solid-state electronics 
in this price range. Valves can be used to 
produce an overly warm and relaxed sound 

that some assume to be a facet of Class A. 
When used properly, however, you get a lovely 
balance between fluidity and definition that 
suits most music down to the ground.

The Vincent also adds a little bit of space to 
the sound, opening things out a little in a 
vinyl-like fashion. As a result, a piano will 
sound like it's in a slightly more reverberant 
room and the highest notes are just a shade 
rounded but full of shine and strength. Timing 
is also better than average, and there seems to 
be no shortfall next to a Rega Apollo - 
although less expensive that the Vincent, it is 
particularly good in this respect. Inevitably, the 
Vincent has the upper hand tonally, with a rich 
and texturally deep character by comparison.

Because this player's limitations are ones of 
omission rather than of its own making, you 
can play it through a highly revealing system 
without anything nasty making itself heard. 
Players with flatter responses but less pristine 
output stages can sound uncomfortable when 
played in anger.

To get the best out of the Vincent, we'd 
recommend a loudspeaker with a balanced 
tone, but efficient enough to make the most of 
the dynamics on offer. Something that can 
render tonal character well, too.

The Vincent CDS6 Mkll combines solid and 
stylish build quality (with an all-metal remote) 
alongside an engaging and revealing sound 
that will appeal to anyone who enjoys 
analogue sources. While the character of its 
tube output stage is not the most precise or 
neutral, it is subtle enough not to get in the 
way of the music. It pulls the impressive trick of 
making digital audio sound 'musical' at a price 
point where that's still a difficult task. HFC

Jason Kennedy

□ PRO
Valves help to deliver an 
analogue-like quality that 
makes for easy, open and 
engaging listening. A rich and 
effusive sounding player, and 
a nice remote too!

□ CON
Not quite as slick as the best 
around this price. Valve 
output stage brings colour to 
the sound, at the expense of 
precision and accuracy.

VERDICT
SOUND» 87%
I I I I I Ilii^MI I

FEATURES » 85%
I I I I I I !■ I

BUILD 87%

VALUE » 87%
■■■■■■mro

CONCLUSION
Vincent's valve output stage helps to deliver a beguiling 
midrange, sweet highs and attractively figured lows, combined 
with fine dynamics. The headphone output is a nice touch and 
the remote could seal it, so the big brands better watch out.

HlflCHOICE )) 87%
OVERALL SCORE
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elevate your expectations...

Emilie
With a decades old pedigree in precision 
engineering Emilie has applied the company’s 
traditions ( as well as their senior personnel’s 
audiophile aspirations ) to the introduction of this 
range of carefully thought out, impeccably designed 
and beautifully constructed valve amplifiers.

EMT
Synonymous with broadcast quality 

turntables, tonearms and cartridges that set 
unequalled standards for performance, 

reliability and longevity, EMT now return to the 
high-end with a compelling selection of 
cost-no-object components for the most 

demanding of vinyl enthusiasts.

Air Tight
Valve amplifiers have ‘come of age’ recently 
and none more convincingly than the hand 
crafted models from Air Tight of Japan. 
Regarded internationally amongst the most 
musically informative and emotionally persuasive 
components in the real high-end, all Air Tight 
products are now available to discening 
audiophiles throughout the UK.

Select Audio --------
Distributors ofSuperior Audio Equipment

ACOUSTIC SIGNATURE • AIR TIGHT • BASIS • BASIS CABLES • EMILLE 
EMT • GERSHMAN • HANNL • KINGSOUND • LUXMAN

Select Audio: 01900 813064 or email: select.audio@liscali.co.uk Authorised dealers already stocking products from our range include: 
Audiolincs Grantham South Lincolnshire 01476 S91090 Brighton Hi-Fi Exchange Flimwell East Sussex OISBO 979101
Grass Dance Audio Scotland 01764 6SOS73 Hazelmere Audio Great Missenden Bucks 01494 86S398
Retro Reproduction Edinburgh 0131 SSS 9989 The Sound Surgery Exeter 01392 662920 Walrus London WI 020 7724 7224

mailto:select.audio@liscali.co.uk


Eclipse TD725sw subwoofer [Review]

The square egg
Eclipse finally completes its range with a subwoofer worthy of its splendid egg-shaped speakers

PRODUCT Eclipse TD72Ssw
TYPE Active su bwoofer
PRICE £2,700
CONTACT W 020 7328 4499 @ www.eclipse-td.com

S
ince its first egg-shaped TD512 Time 
Domain speaker, Eclipse has promised 
us a subwoofer fully in keeping with the 
thinking behind the company's satellites. Until 

now, the nearest we'd got was the diminutive 
TD316sw, which had all the speed and 
transient bite that the satellites demanded, but 
limited depth. The TD725sw looks set to 
address that last issue. It's a full-size, half-metre 
coffee table of a sub, designed to add bass to 
any loudspeaker that might call for a 
subwoofer - from Eclipse or elsewhere.

The usual Eclipse egg shape doesn't carry 
over to the sub. It would have cost a lot more, 
been a lot larger, and been wholly impractical. 
Anyway, at low frequencies diffraction - part of 
the reason why the 'egg' speakers are shaped 
the way they are - is not the issue. Eclipse 
identified that to add bass seamlessly, while 

preventing the sub from sounding slothful, is to 
make it perform lightening fast, mitigating the 
cabinet signature. This took a lot of time and 
testing, but fitness for purpose is what counts.

Although a single large driver would provide 
the bass extension required, its inertia would 
make it sound 'slow' and produce reaction forces 
that would cause the enclosure to sing along. So 
instead, the TD725sw uses two smaller, lighter 
250mm units, which are cross-coupled 
internally and harnessed to a remote-controlled, 
500-watt Class D amp. These drivers operate in 
phase, so that the bracing prevents any net 
chassis movement There is a degree of 
decoupling from the enclosure, but at very low 
frequencies it acts as a mechanical ground.

This type of subwoofer configuration is not 
unique - Eclipse has drawn inspiration from 
Martinlogan's superb Descent design, as has 
Mordaunt-Short. But there's no doubt the theory 
works, and here the execution is excellent

SOUND QUALITY
From the outset, playing with a system based 
around a TD712 stereo pair (and TDSlO 
centre/rears for multichannel), it was quickly 

apparent that system synergy was damn near 
perfect The bass opened out, and the sense of 
added scale and architecture, and of a richer, 
deeper tonal compass, was immediate, while 
dynamics were better formed. Best of all there 
was no real diminution of the precise stereo 
imaging that even without the subwoofer 
allowed instruments to hover in the air, just 
where the recording engineer placed them. 
However, we found that if you turn the volume 
up high, the sound becomes 'woofy'.

Careful set-up is vital. With a multichannel 
'home cinema' amp or receiver, use the 
pre-filtered sub output direct into the TD725, 
bypassing the internal low pass filter, which 
adds group delay. Otherwise, the subwoofer is 
best fed directly from the amplifier's speaker 
output, so that it runs in parallel with the 
satellites. This provides a seamless quality, 
whatever type of speaker you're using.

We set the low pass filter to a low frequency, 
just where the satellites were rolling in (65Hz 
or so for the TD712, much lower with 
nominally full-range floorstanding speakers), 
which reduced the sub's aural footprint But 
such is the TD725's ability to attack and 
release notes that the subwoofer was unfazed 
by the greater exposure when crossing over at 
a traditional 80Hz. Ultimately, 'stealth' remains 
preferable, in part because stereo imagery is 
more consistent and broader.

Eclipse may not be the first to configure a 
subwoofer in this way, but its implementation 
is superb. The TD725sw sets new standards for 
speed, integration and control, without 
sacrificing bass depth and power. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND » 94%I I I I I I Irli
FTYTURES » 86%i i i i i i
BUILD »85%

VALUE » 86% 
i i i i i ifrn

□ PRO
Integrates beautifully with 
both Eclipse speaker's and 
models from other brands - 
even large ones. With 
ultra-quicktiming and no 
overhang, the extra bass is 
very natural and open.

□ CON
Dull rectangular box doesn't 
win too many style points. 
Expensive for a subwoofer, but 
the sound justifies the cost.

CONCLUSION
This sub sets a high standard for adding bass without the usual 
loss of transparency, articulation and slurred transients. It 
offers rare musical finesse and is equally happy in hi-fi or 
home cinema roles - it's just a shame it looks a bit bland.

HI FICHOICE » QOO/n
OVERALL SCORE fU
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TYPE Headphones
PRICE £200

CONTACT e 01444 258258 ®) www.bieyerdynamic.co.uk

C
losed-back headphones are rare in the 
serious hi-fi world. On the whole, it 
seems, those listening in private prefer 
not to be cut off from the outside world. And 

besides, closed-back cans have a reputation for 
a more 'boxed-in' sound than the 
open-back variety. Still, there are often 
advantages to a degree of acoustic isolation 
(both ways ') and it's often put about that the 
bass of closed-back designs is superior.

Beyer includes both types in its range. The 
DT770 name in fact goes back a long way, 
though this is a new design, sharing many 
features with current open types including the 
range-topping DT990. It sports 
wide-range drivers of high impedance, which 
will be easily driven by any headphone output, 
though we certainly appreciated the luxury of 
a dedicated headphone amplifier through 
Beyer's offering. As closed headphones go, the 
DT770 offers relatively modest exclusion of 
the world outside and we reckon Beyer has 
struck a happy balance here, allowing the

listener to hear the 
telephone, for 
instance, but 
distinctly dulling the 
general background 
noise of the world. 
Comfort scores highly and 
the long, highly flexible 
cable is reasonably 
unintrusive.

While there is a trace 
of the midrange 
coloration that tends to 
plague closed 'phones as a 
species, it is kept to a very low 
level and we thoroughly enjoyed 
listening to a range of music. As hinted
above, bass is admirably strong but not over
emphasised, and there is plenty of detail on 
offer across the band. This is a particularly 
successful example of its type and we 
recommend it highly. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
Like most good headphones, 
sound in many ways leaves 
speakers standing and the 
closed-back privacy is handy.

HI-FICHOICE

Chord Co Epic Twin
TYPE Loudspeaker cable
PRICE £39/metre (termination extra)

CONTACT e 01980 625700 @ www.chord.co.uk

T
wo down from the top of the range 
Signature cable, Epic Twin is one of two 
newly introduced speaker cables from 
The Chord Company The conductor 

complement consists of two bundles of 19 
silver-plated, oxygen-free copper strands. Each 
bundle is 2.Smm in diameter, and the pair is 
twisted together, Teflon insulated and covered 
by a silicone rubber jacket, before being double 
shielded and then finished in a translucent 
grey sheath. There is no mention of Litz or any 
special weave, but Chord has eschewed such 
complications in the past, favouring 
mainstream electrical properties, apparently for 
consistency in different systems.

This is a modestly thick cable (lOmm in 
diameter) but it is very tractable and certainly 
less bulky than Chord's other new cable, Epic 
Super Twin. This cable mirrors the construction 
of Epic Twin but doubles up the conductors, 
making it ideal for bi-wiring or 'shotgunning', 
where two sets of cable are connected to one 
set of 4mm plugs.

Interestingly, the two cables have much the 
same aural fingerprint, which is best summed 
up as being musical without being noticeably 
'hi-fi'. There is no sheen or edge to this cable, 
rather it has a relaxed quality, with a full and 
solid bass, but not so full it sounds anything 
less than well controlled. By the same token, it 
is a detailed-sounding cable, but not in the 
hyper-analytical sense in which the term is 
often used for some true high-end cables. It's 
not the sort of cable to startle you in any 

particular way; it's just always a pleasure to 
listen to. But you will find it takes a long time 
to fully burn in - not unknown with previous 
Chord cables. HFC

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
Ajack-of-all-tradesofa 
speaker cable, one that acts 
as a great all-round advocate 
for well-recorded music.

Alvin Cold

HIFI 'CE 
) ) 89%

92 Hl-fl CHOICE | awards 2006

http://www.bieyerdynamic.co.uk
http://www.chord.co.uk


Cables and accessories [Review]

Supra Sword
TYPE Loudspeaker cable

PRICE £700 (3m terminated pair)

CONTACT e 01223 441299 CD www.supracables.co.uk

S
upra came to prominence in the 1970s with a cheap, finely stranded speaker cable. The modern Supra range has been reinvented as a specialist 'boutique' brand, with Sword at the top of their range.Sword's principal technical claim to fame is its zero inductance construction, which is achieved by using 24 individually insulated copper windings, half wound clockwise and half anticlockwise. Note that a few amplifiers (famously Nairn designs) use the inductance of speaker cables for stability instead of a Zobel network at the output - using this cable with such a design would be potentially problematic, so check with your dealer if in doubtSword is supplied as a single-wired cable;biwiring means doubling the dose, or using special £175 Supra-made links at the speaker end of the cable. The terminations are crimped connectors, 4mm or spades, with detachable tips. At 9mm thick and supplied in a figure of eight sheath, Sword is neither particularly tractable nor is it inconspicuous.

Zero inductance should mean a more phase coherent sound, and as all frequencies are handled identically, there should be no time smearing. That said, this ignores the terminations. Even so, Sword works impressively well. It lacks the abiding impression is of a cable that is taut and dynamic, and that musically pulls consistently in the same direction. HFCresolution or transparency of Nordost Valhalla (but it costs far less and is much more forgiving of system limitations). It makes up for any omissions at the HF end of the spectrum with a spectacularly clean, vivid midband - and a bass that is consistently powerful and appears to belong to the midrange. The

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
Too thick to run under carpets, 
Sword presents a consistently 
powerful musical impression.
A real high-end contender.

HLFIC HOICE 
) ) 87%

PaninToon Heavi II
TYPE Loudspeaker stand

PRICE E399 per pair

CONTACT e 01474 709299
@ www.partingtonandco.co.uk

0 espite the trendy misspelling in the name, this stand really is about good old-fashioned mass - 28kg of it in theform of steel, sand and resin, which combine to create one of the most robust stands we can recall seeing. Designed to take the heaviest standmount speakers on the market (it was actually conceived as partner to a model from Totem, but spent most of the review period propping up some similarly massive ATCs), its six legs would certainly not buckle were the Heavi one day asked to substitute for an axle stand under a medium-size commercial vehicle.Sand and resin are effective damping materials and it's near impossible to provoke ringing from this stand, however hard you tap it. Stability is achieved with adjustable spikes underneath (three or four to taste - suitable female screw-threads are fitted), while steel cone toppers are supplied to interface the top plate to your speaker. As an alternative to the pictured silver finish, gloss black is available.

I f the name carries suggestions of bass enhancement, discard them at once. If anything, low frequencies may seem understated when this stand replaces any lesser speaker support, but that's only because it lacks the tendency of most of them to ' soup up' some part of the bass indiscriminately.I n this case, less becomes more when one realises that bass is extended and superbly taut, precise and detailed. At the same time, midrange and treble are clear and uncolored. This is truly a top stand. HFC
Richard Black

CONCLUSION
If you want to hear decent 
standmounts at their best, get 
decent stands - like these. 
Excellent in everyway.

EDITOR1; CHOICE
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magazine
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Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, order 

online, drop us an email or fill out the order form opposite and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simpler!

W
elcome to our new, expanded 
Choice Bits accessories shop. 
Every month, our highly-trained 

audio experts trawl the world of hi-fi for the 
freshest goodies and the finest accessories, 
all perfect to help bring the most out of your 
system and each one ready to be delivered 
straight to your door.

This issue, the company that has brought 
you some of the finest components to keep 
your LPs fresh delves deeper into the vinyl 
frontier. Turntable expert Clearaudio is well 
known for its cartridges, and this fantastic 
little brush is the best way to clean them1

For our full product selection, visit our 
dedicated website: www.choicebits.co.uk

CLEARAUDIO DIAMOND STYLUS BRUSH
Dirt on your stylus doesn't just dramatically 
shorten the life of your stylus and degrade 
sound quality - it also starts gouging into 
your vinyl, doing irreparable damage. One 
of the best ways of preventing this damage 

is to routinely clean your stylus after playing 
each record.

The Clearaudio Diamond Stylus Brush is 
one of the most effective brushes we've 
encountered. With Clearaudio's vast knowledge 
of cartridge design, it has produced a brush 
with bristles specifically designed to be stiff 
enough to remove stubborn detritus without 
damaging the suspension or the surface of 
the stylus. This brush is durable, and uses very 
densely packed bristles allowing you to remove 
particulate contamination with ease and in 
complete safety. In short, it's an essential tool 
for your vinyl maintenance armoury.

ONLY £9.95

Best Buy Accessories

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level
Use Clearaudio' s high-quality stainless steel 
bubble level to ensure your turntable is lined up.
Pr"ce : £22.95

Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups
Made from the revolutionary RDC compound, 
use the Cups to improve spike and cone sound.
Price: £19.95 (set of four)

Isotek Full System Enhancer Disc
Our top-selling burn-in and demagnetisation disc 
is a must-have for any CD or DVD-based system.
Price: £14.95

Shure Stylus Force Gauge
This classic balance-style gauge is remarkably 
effective and accurate. An vinyl must-buy ।

Prices £24.95

L ' Art du Son Record Cleaning Liquid
Alcohol-free record cleaning fluid. This 
biodegradable solution will clean 500 records.
Price. £27.95

Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner
Transform your dusty LPs with this classic wet 
cleaning system. Highly recommended.
Price: £44.95

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record Sleeves
Quite simply, the best LP inner sleeves made.
The audiophile's choice. Sold in packs of 50.
Price. £14.95 (pack of 50)

Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones
Used under CD players, RDC cones are the 
perfect balance of size, cost and performance.
Price: £29.95 (set of four)

LAST Stylus Cleaner
Discs sound better and are less likely to be 
damaged if your stylus is completely clean.
Price: £19.95
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ANALOGUE ACCESSORIESCardas l80g Frequency Sweep LP £21.95 0

Clearaudio Diamond Stylus Brush £9.95 0Clearaudio Harmo^Nicer LP Mat £34.95 0Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £29.95 0Clearaudio Stroboscopic light £81.95 0

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £22.95 0Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 0Clearaudio Quadro Record Clamp £73.g5 0Clearlight Audio (RD() Record Puck £54.95 0KAB Strobe Disc & Light £79.95 0Katli Audio Stylus Pressure Gauge £74.95 oLoricraft Record Mat £49.95 0Michell Engineering Record Clamp £23.95 0Miehe!! Universal Dust Cover £46.95 0Michell Techno Weight £67.95 0Milty Zerostat £39.50 0Mobile Fidelity GeoDisca £44.95 0Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.95 0Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5.95 0Project Bubble Level £14.95 0Project Record Puck £39.95 0Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £7.50 0Ringmat Developments The Ringmat £49.95 0Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.95 0

Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.95 0'The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.95 0

AUDIO BOOKSThe Complete Guide To High-End Audio £24.95 0How To Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable £750 0The LP is Back £9.95 0Home theatre For Everyone £19.95 0

DIGITAL ACCESSORIESAllsop DVD Optimiser/laser Lens Cleaner £19.95 0AudioPrism CD Stoplight £19.95 0AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £39.95 0Bedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll £69.95 0Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 0Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade £14.95 0Densen DeMagic CD £12.95 0Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc£19.95 oLasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc £19.95 0Marigo 3D CD/DVD Mat £59.95 0

Mobile Fidelity ULTRADISC CD-R (Qty 5) £14.95 0Opus3 Showcase (SACDI £21.95 0Richard Black's U.S.H.E.R. CD £14.95 0

lsoTek System Enhancer, DeMag & Burn-In CD£14.95 0Order both the above discs for only £21.00 0Ringmat The Statmat Mkll £19.95 0Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) £17.95 0Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £24.95 0Walker Audio ERS Paper (8" xS") £14.95 0Walker Audio ERS Paper Self Adhesive (B" x5" ) £19.95 0XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.95 0

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTSAllsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £14.95 0Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £4.95 0Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 0Allsop Radial CD Cleaner £10.95 0Clearaudio Stylus Tip Brush £9.95 0Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £13.95 0DeoxlT Contact Cleaner (200ml) £13.95 0Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £14.95 0Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 0

Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner £44.95 0

L'Art du Son Record Cleaner (Slitre) £27.95 0LArt du Son CD/DVD Cleaner £39.95 0Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 0Last CD/DVD cleaner £19.95 0Last Record Preservative £39.95 0

Last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 0Last Stylast Stylus Treatment £29.95 0Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £29.95 0

Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (50)£14.95 0Nordost Eco 3 Static Inhibitor Spray £24.95 0Onzow Zerodust Stylus Tip Cleaner £34.95 0Optrix CO Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 0ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) E13.95 0Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.95 0VPI HW16.5 Record Cleaning Machine £475.00 0Walker Audio Super Silver Treatment £59.95 0Walker Audio Ultra Vivid CD/DVD Enhancer £119.95 0

ISOLATION RACKS AND CONESClearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf£549.95 0Clearlight Audio RDC I Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 0

Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 0

Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 0Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 41 £44.95 0Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £19.95 0Clearlight Audio RDC Combi Base (Qty 4) £49.95 0Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £119.95 0IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 41 £19.95 0Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54.95 0Project T/Table Wall Mount £74.95 0Project T/Table Platform £224.95 0Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) £14.95 0Spectral Polipods Support Systems (Qty BI £14.95 0Stillpoints Cones (Qty 3) £244.95 0

MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERS24ct Gold Plated UK Plug ’’ £19.95 0Hin-Tuning Silver/Gold 13A fuse £19.95 0IEC - Figure 8 Adaptor £9.95 0lsoTek Premium Mains Cable (I .5M) £54.95 0lsoTek Elite Mains Cable (I.5M) £84.95 0lsoTek Optimum Mains Cable (I.5M) £149.95 0Nordost Shiva Mains Cable (2.0M) £220.00 0Nordost Vishnu Mains Cable (2 .OM) £450.00 0Nordost Brahma Reference Mains Cable (2.0M)£895.00 0Nordost Valhalla Reference Mains Cable (2.OIM)E17 50.00 0lsoTek lsoPlug £29.95 0lsoTek NeoPlug £49.95 0lsoTek Gii Salus £324.95 0lsoTek Gii Multi-4-Way £174.95 0lsoTek Gii Multi-6-Way £199.95 0lsoTek Gii Multi-Way £234.95 0lsoTek Gii Gemini-6-Way (distribution strip) £260.00 0lsoTek Gii Mini Sub/Vision £549.95 /£599.95 0lsoTek Sigmas £999.95 0lsoTek Gii Titan £1499.95 0lsoTek GII Nova £1699.95 0Kemp Electronics Power Strip 4-Way £324.95 0Kemp Electronics Power Strip 6-Way £375.95 0Kemp Electronics Power Strip 8-Way £424.95 0Nordost THOR by lsoTek £1599.95 0V.D.H. Polarity Tester £17.50 0WattGate 320 IEC Connector (Black) £18.95 0WattGate 3201 HC (16Amp) £28.95 0

Hl^FICHDICE ■■■H
m 0870 240 7228 vv www.choicebits.co.uk

ORDER FORM Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk

Name:

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

Cheque/postal order enclosed for f made payable to Choice Bits
Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number:
DODD DODD DODD DODD DOD signatureValid From  Expires  Issue number (Switch) _______________ ,______ - -
How to order:Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and send it to: RO. Box 5996. Newbury RG20 4XH
Alternatively: Give us a call on 0870 240 7228
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk
Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk

UK postage:Postage is £2.00 for the first item and £1.00 thereafter.All Prices include VAT at 175%.
European/ International sales:Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive.This service is operated by hififorsa!e.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Youi order will be fulfiled by hififorsale

fflflCffOICE SPECIAL READER OFFERS - A HI-FI CHOICE PROMOTIONI
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BRITISH DESIGNANO ‘
ENGINEERING AT ö öt:=>

After 35 years, Michell is still a family run business 
with a team of dedicated and proud craftsmen, 
producing quality turntables and accessories

Orbe SE

The Michell flagship for music lovers 
who are not prepared to compromise

Gyro SE

The classic Michell turntable, refined 
over many years of development to 

its current level of performance.

TecnoDec

Entry level turntable incorporating 
features from the classic Gyro

MICHELL ENGINEERING

J A Michell Engineering Ltd
2 Theobald Street, Borehamwood. 
Hertfordshire, England. WD6 4SE

Telephone: 020-8953 0771
Fax: 020-8207 4688
michell-engineering.co.uk

PINEWOOD 
MUSIC

HIGH END BABIES
FOR THE BOOKSHELF

‘High end’ and ‘bookshelf’ were not generally 
considered to be compatible bedfellows - until 
now. If you are looking for the ultimate compact 
designs to work in tight surroundings, then you 
must turn your ears to the WILSON AUDIO DUETTE 
or KRELL LAT-2000. We are the only UK dealer to 
have both - and we love them to bits. A simple high 
quality integrated amplifier like a Kreil 400xi is fine.

KRELL EVOLUTION 202
NEW AND JUST IN: The only preamplifier this 
beauty plays second fiddle to is its four-chassis big 
brother the mighty Evolution Two, which we also 
have. Preamplifiers are vitally important, yet often 
overlooked in favour of juicy power amps. But the 
fact is that once a signal loses its integrity, no 
power amplifier can right that wrong. With the 202, 
there is no wrong to be righted.

MARTIN LOGAN VANTAGE
This has to be the best value electrostatic available. 
Works virtually anywhere, and with an onboard 
powered woofer doesn’t want or need massive 
horsepower. It’s slim, it’s elegant and it’s ours. Why 
not make it yours, too?

SONUS FABER CREMONA
No newcomer, but a lovely alternative to the 
Vantage if you prefer dynamic floorstanders. The 
Cremona, like all Sonus fabers, is renowned for its 
magical music-making. Available in Maple or 
Graphite finishes.

Pinewood Music Agencies: krell, audio research, 
jadis, sonus faber, martin logan, copland, wilson 

i audio, darTZeel, mimetism, koetsu, prima luna, 
unison research, synergistic research, chord cable, 

; transparent, yter, bed, futureglass, finite-elemente

The Pinewood Music Company

Telephone: 01460 54322 
Mobile: 07860 351113

e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

engineering.co.uk
mailto:brianriv@mac.com
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SEND YOUR ORDER TO
UK READERS:
Hi-Fi Choice back issues, 
FREEPOST 854900, Somerton, 
Somerset, TA 11 6BR

OVERSEAS READERS: 
HLFi Choice back issues, 
Cary Court, Somerton, 
Somerset, TA11 6TB, UK

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER AMOUNT

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING?Make cheques/POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd. (PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)
CHEQUE MASTERCARD MAESTROVISAPOSTAL ORDER

0 
0
0 
0
0

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?
UK £5.95, EU £6.95, Outside EU £7.95 (per issue)

BACK ISSUES
Back issues are available by mail order (as 
l ong as stocks remain). They cost ES.9S 
(UK), £6.95 (Europe) or £7.95 (rest of the 
world). All prices include p&p. You can 
order by phone on 08170 837 4-773 - we 
accept Mastercard and Visa credit cards, 
and Maestro debit cards. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or PO made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. Please fill in your details on 
the left of this form.

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT
I f you're interested in an HFC review of an 
older component and the back issue has 
sold out, we can usually send photocopies 
of individual reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee (inc p&p) of £5 per review. 
You must know in which issue the original 
review appeared; we are unable to search 
back issues for old reviews.

Please send a written request, enclosing 
a cheque for £5 made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd, to:
Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service,
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London, NWl 6NW.PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS

Why not subscribe 
to HrFi Choice?

THiiimiinHi-HGUjr 
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audiophile aps 

bias king 
horning

hyperion 
metaxas 

music first audio
shanling 

3d shanling
3d sonics
supra vox

" With the Hyperion I couldn't find any comprom ise. ”
"... deliver astonishing sound for a very modest price. "
" the 938 is incredibly musical and effortless , making 
the best of any music it is asked to play. wh ilst 
astounding transparency tells you the result of every 
modification made to your system and its set-up. ”

- David AUcock , Hi-Fi News

boundaries
%^thi-11

" Little less than a stunning listening 
experience ... this is currently the best 
pre-amplifier I've ever heard, bar none ... ”

- David Price, Hi-Fi World

music first audio

Distributed m the UK by: 
i:t hi-11
Tel ; 08 70 909 6777
1 nto@rea lhi-fi .com
www.re alhi -11 .com

To find your nearest 'il!eat hi-II' Dealer visit www.realhi-fi.com or call us today.

http://www.re
http://www.realhi-fi.com
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INTRO BUYER'S BIBLE

© Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Bible-the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hi-fi and multichannel

Products that score more than 80 per cent overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.

How to use this guideThe Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist outlets where you can audition these components with your favourite discs.

gear you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for and how to get the most from your components.

Reviews you can trustOurtest results are the most reliable in the business. We employ the most experienced reviewers and use the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate most highly is contained within these pages, from CD and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround and vision, these components will take you a step closerto reality.
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BUYER'S BIBLE CD PLAYERS

■

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence of 
new formats and the 
resurgence of an old one

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

I t's also the most enduring 
format on the market. Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a 
stream of 1 s and Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A converter). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as Jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

SUPER AUDIO CO
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audioonly format introduced 
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has

^^ the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six
V^ I | channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are
IPtR AUDIO CI1J usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability
without an SACD<ompatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 
even DVD-Audio - these are listed in our DVD section.

Q&A
WHAT’S A DAC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue converter is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 44.1 kHz to 192 kHz.

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

Cyrus CD8x f 1,000
The latest diminutive CD spinner from Cyrus is an absolute stormer. Highly detailed and 
supremely musical, it's more than a match for many more outwardly exotic machines.
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BEST BUY [jc] EDITOR’S CHOICE
SPECIFICATIONS I

CD PLAYERS s8 rw rw

CD-RW BAL ANA
HEADPHC
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Audio-only CD and SACD players rw 
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□ Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 250 If you value the effortless flow of musical infonnation, you should certainly hear this player a®,• • • agi• 285

□ Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Highly involving and rewarding music player at a sensible price a®,• • • agi• • 286

El Creek Eva 495 A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value a®,• • • 285

□ Cyrus CD6s 650 Small, efficient and cheerful, with plenty of energy and just the smallest lack of detail • • 276

Cyrus CD8x 1,000 Impressive mix of detail, musicality, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX-R power suppy (£400) • • 270

□ Denon DCD-?OOAE 250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay a®,• • agi• • 284

□ Marantz SA7001 430 Easy, relaxed sound arguably lacks true grit, but is extremely listenable from CD and SACD w- • • 281

0 Naim CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5I is the definitive player at the price • 259

0 Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy performer • • 285

□ Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SACD performance • • • • •1 • 276

mw£i.roo

D Arcam FMJ CD36 1,200 Fine detail, extension. dynamics and neutrality: 'bland' or 'honest' according to listener taste a®,• • * • 280

■ Audio Research Ref CD? 8,000 Top of the CD playing tree, with a sound as open and musically accomplished as you'll ever find from the format a®,• • agi• 279

□ Ayre CX-?e 2,195 If you want a clean-sounding, revealing and entertaining player with fabulous build this is a strong contender • • 281

□ Classe CDP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced * • » • • 286

@ Classe CDP-202 4,750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, if sophistication is your bag. Includes S-video and composite outputs • 9 • 284
0 Copland CDA823 1,750 Don't let the laid-back character fool you - this player has plenty of insight too a®,• art• • 280

S Cyrus CD XVDAC X 1,900 Greater resolve than the single box competition, and DAG X has six digital inputs for whole system conversion • ♦ • 279

@ Esoteric X-03SE 4,950 Resolution and musicality close to tire top of the game. For out and out transparency and build quality it's hard to beat • • ■ • • 285

@ Krell SACD Standard 4,244 A landmark SAGO player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price • • • • • 251

□ Linn Maik 1,950 Compact and capable of most CD formats, it's musically communicative with fine pace and enthusiasm • e agi• 283

□ Mcintosh MCD201 3,400 Superb CD performance and even better with SACD which has its own output level control. • • • • • • 284

□ Marantz SA-15 Sl 1,200 Some inconsistency over Imaging, but enjoyable performance, strong on detail • • ■w • 276

□ Meridian G06 1,695 Great combination of all-round attainment with superb looks and build quality, plus superb remote control • • • • 281

0 Meridian 8081 Signature 8,250 Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite delighttul • • • • • • 263

NAO M5 1,299 Beautifully made and very versatile CD/SAGO player handles most formats with very superior dynamic range • • • • • 285

3 Nairn CD5x 1,450 Unique design nicely complements a sophisticated and highly capable performance • 280

@ Nairn CDX2 2,800 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply • 238

Primare CD31 1,500 A well made player that may not appeal to timing freaks but does lovely things with large musical forces • • • • 270

S Rega Saturn 1,300 Attractive simple player does the basics superbly, delivering performance with great poise, precision and range • • • 286

@ Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 30 perfomnance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source • • 244

□ Sugden CD2 l SE 1,395 Delivers its particularly musical touch brilliantly and warrants the attention of all true music lovers • 271

a T+A CD1230R 1,500 Filter options make this a player for all tastes, aided by top quality engineering 280

@ Wadia 302 3,999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits • • e 9 253

E2S3H3 SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CO-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs.
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers .
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and vanable, volume adjustable outputs.

EDITOR S CHOICE .

HIFI
magazine

Resolution Audio Opus 21 £2,850
This player is king of subtlety. Outwardly, the music sounds dynamic and well-scaled, but 
it's the level of inner detail resolved here that is truly outstanding.
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DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

DVD has proved a phenomenal
( J>>} success in commercial terms and has 
V—virtually extinguished the market for 

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 
multiformat player when it comes to 
features. Early DVD players were not 
particularly good CD spinners because of 
the enormous amount of RF interference 
produced by video circuits, but as this 
problem has been identified manufacturers 
have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most 
DVD players are competent CD players and 
a few are very good - often as not they are 
the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well.

The great advantage of DVD is that it 
offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 
length movie or music concert and discrete 
multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 
CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 
the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 
Digital or DTS format, both of which use 
'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto the 
disc alongside the video data. You can use

DVD-AUDIO

OVD

DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 
offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 
can be played on any DVD player, but the 
CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 
has the advantage of on-screen display for 
information - lyrics, images and so on. To save

Q&A

a DVD player with your stereo system by 
connecting the stereo outputs, though this 
won't give the surround sound benefits that 
the format specialises in.

you having to decide which format to go for, a 
few brands are bringing out universal players 
to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 
DVD-Video - a neat and relatively future proof 
route into high-resolution multichannel music. 
Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 
compatible digital audio links are now also 
appearing, enhancing DVD-A/SACD sound 
when used with similarly equipped amps.

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs 
for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 
and the coaxial digital output 
for DTS and Dolby Digital 
movie soundtracks.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is 
component video closely 
followed by RGB Scart, which 
is clearly superior to S-video 
and the basic composite 
video option.

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music 
and movie soundtracks in 
multichannel surround. DVD 
players can be used with stereo 
amps and just two speakers to 
great effect, but you'll only get 
stereo, not surround sound.

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO?
I t's worthwhile for the very best 
picture quality, but make sure 
your DVD player and display 
device support PAL progressive.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 

stereo and multichannel connections, 

use these for best resuIts with 

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:
For Dolby Digital, 

DTS and PCM 

audio bitstreams.

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 

green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 

results, while the black multipin socket is 5-Video, which sits 

qualitatively between the two.

SCART 

CONNECTIONS:
These are a 

good-quality 

option for video, 

especially ones 

that output RGB.
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DVD PLAYERS DUYER S BIBLE
□ BESTBIN 0 EDITOR’S CHOICE

SPECIFICATIONS

DVD PLAYERS 1 
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AudioNideo disc players
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS
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UP TO £1.000

□ Arcam DiVA DV78 700 Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top pcture and sound performance for the money è • 254
□ Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable (if unexciting) and flexible audio player but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • ! • 276
H Denon DVD-2910 600 It's now a little long in the tooth, but this mid-price Denon universal player’s audio and video performance is still pretty impressive • e •

• J

262
H Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation • A e • 274
H Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which performs well with audio and video • • • • 275
H Philips DVP9000S 400 Philips proves it hasn't lost its touch with mid market DVE players. Includes SACD and HDMI for quality video, and it's a star . • •

46 274
SonyDVP-NS91ODES 1,000 Video playback is foremost, with the ilink delivering significantly better sound than the analogue counterparts 274

S Yamaha DVD-S2500 700 Universal player slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs • • • 280
ABOVE £1.000

□ Arcam DiVA DVl 37 1,250 Good overall audio performance and excellent upscallng HDMI DVD-Video player but stereo-only SACD playback at time of writing • • • • ' 285 J
238Cyrus DVDS 1,200 An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs • •

tz Denon DVD-A1XV 2500 Sophisticated universal player with state of the art video processing, high class disc replay, especially SACD • • • • • 266
tz Lnn Undisk SC 2995 Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-fi • •• • • 259
0 Marantz DV9600 1,500 With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SACD, this sets a very high standard to beat • • • • !• 280
tz Meridian G98AH 3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too • • • 1 265
tz Nairn DVDS 2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio • 263
? T+A SACD 1245 R 2,000 Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited job, but it does J with fine fidelity • • • 279
tz Townshend TA 565 CD 3,000 A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good ol’ stereo CD • • • 1 • 270
E2333 DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACO COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.

ELECDIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (63mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player

marami

Marantz DV7600 £600
A universal player that's strong with all formats, including music on CD/SACD/DVD-A.

- i Macy ora 
. —Hb 00 00 00

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
magazine

Philips DVP9000S £400
An attractive and well designed DVD player with a great picture and good CD/SACD sound.

BEST BUY

/HERIDIXN

Arcam DiVA DV137 fl,250
The first 'universal' player from this top British brand is a cracker, sonically and visually.

Meridian G98AH £3,625
A digital tour deforce - as exceptional with both audio and video as you'd expect.

In celebration of Supra's 30th 
Anniversary, the Sword-ISL has 
been developed, based on 
technolgies derived from the 
award winning Sword speaker 
cable. Sword-ISL is a high-end 
2-channel interconnect, fitte 
with phono or XLR plugs, in 
O.Bm pars. The first "run" will 
be supplied in a luxury Limited 
Edition 30th Anniversary 
Presentation case.

tP-J SUPRA Cables
MADE IN SWEDEN

BEST BUY

■FICHOICE
magazine

EDITOR'S CHOICE

HIFI k magazine

Demo sets are available from 
Authorised Dealers for home 
audition.

INTRODUCING: The UK version of Supra’s 
LoRad MD06-BSISP 6-way Mains Distribution Block

Approved to BS1363 standard.
MD06-BS/SP features 6 x 45 degree mounted 13 Amp UK mains 

sockets housed within an RF shielded aluminium extrusion. 
Tommy Jenvings' own 3-way Surge Protection system helps 

to prevent "nasties" getting into your hi-fi or AV system.
When used with LoRad shielded mains cables, this can help 

improve your system from RF interference.

kin-------- VISIT
/THE SUPRA CABLES \ 

STAND AT THE: 
WHAT HI-FI SHOW, 

HAMMERSMITH
(3-5 NOVEMBER) 

FOR ""SHOW ONLY" 
SPECIAL OFFERS ON: 
MD06-BS/SP - £99.99 ea 

(normally £129.99 ea) 
Other offers available 
\ on the stand. /

Made in Sweden by 
Jenving Technology AB 
S-459 91 Ljungskife, Sweden 
email: supra@jenving.se 
web: wwww.jenvmg.se 
We are a licensed HDMI 
Adopter manufacturer

Homi
Supra Cables are available from all good 

hi-fi and home cinema stores in 38 countries 
around the world.

For UK customers who require more details or to 
request a brochure pack containing stockists & price 
information, please contact:
Supra brochure line: 01223 441 299
Supra email: imfo@supracables.co.uk
Supra on the web: www.supracables.co.uk
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BUYER S BIBLE VINYL

Goldring
GR2 £265
This Rega-derived design is stunning value 
for money. Supplied with an RB250am 
and Goldring 1012GX cartridge, it'll blow 
most budget CD players into the weeds.

Avid
Volvere Sequel £3,500
Avid has been one of the most impressive 
exponents of the vinyl art in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.

Michell
Tecnodec £767
A distillation ofall the good things from 
some of Michell's past masters, all knitted 
together beautifully. Understated looks 
and a full-bodied sound make this a star

Clearaudio
Champion £1,475
Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio 
deck, arm and cartridge combination 
turns in a beautifully well-balanced 
delivery, but choose your support wisely.

VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or turntables 
offer the digital revolution 
serious competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 
modest model can turn musical 
tricks that most CD players struggle 
with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but 
in reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable than 
a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is 
increasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 

but the general principle is to level the platter by 

adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 

the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 

require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 

the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 

at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 

balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 

protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 

your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 

essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 

if you are looking from above, and the vertical 

tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 

lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 

the record surface.
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VINYL BUYER'S BIBLE
Our favourite □ ® editors choice

SPECIFICATIONS

TURNTABLES 1
22

SWITCHABLE
SPEED CHANGE

I SUPPLIED SUPPLIED &
Record players SPEEDS ....................

JBCHASSIS
WITHARM

WITH CART IE NUMBERBADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

□ Avid Diva 1,100 A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 33/45 4 247
@ Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500 Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 0 • 229
0 Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 33/45 • 268
@ Clearaudio Ambient 4,220 1 nnovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 • • • 271
@ EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33/45/78 • • opt 276
0 The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won't find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail 33/45 • opt 279
0 The Funk Firm Funk V 750 Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it's a killer 33/45 • opt opt 284
0 Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 • • 266
□ Michell Tecnodec 767 Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - full-bodied and highly detailed 33/45 • 268
0 Michell Gyro SE 1,058 New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 33145 • • 239
0 Michell Orbe SE 2,015 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 33/45 • 235
0 Nottingham Analogue Horizon 529 A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 33/45 • 253
0 Pro-Ject Debut SE 200 The best Debut has a quality cartridge and easy upgrade arm cable, it delivers a scale, energy and resolve with ease 33/45 • • 276
0 Project RPM 5 400 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 • • 279
0 Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,000 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent! Price includes carbon-fibre arm 33/45 • 268
0 Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 9 opt 257
□ Rega P7/RB700 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 33/45 • opt 257
0 Rega P9/RB1OOO 2.498 Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1OOO tonearm 33/45 • • 228
□ Roksan Radius 5/Nima 850 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 % • 248
0 SME Model 10A 3.411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 • • ' • 195
0 SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 • • < • L_ _ J 186
0 Townshend Rock Anniversary 4,900 1 f you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the JOb (price inc. Excalibur mm) 33/45 • • 259

Our favourite 

PHONO
0 BEST BUY 0 EDITOR’S CHOICE
CARTRIDGES

SPECIFICATIONSREPLACEABLE 
STYLUS

i 
ë
-

MM and MC cartridges
g s

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

0 Cartridge Man MM Ill 625 The MM Ill challenges MCs at twice the price, it produces detail, space and energy and has stunning resolve in the right arm _ • 266
0 Denon DL-103R 200 Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around • 285

Grado Prestige Black 40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too • e 214
□ Grado Prestige Gold 11O Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss • • 235
0 Lyra Helikon 1,095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality • 215
□ Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo Ill 239 High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound • 270
0 van den Hui MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light • 235
0 van den Hui Condor XCM 2.400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for • 265
0 Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1.450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money • 253

□ BEST BUY [ec] EDITOR’S CHOICE

SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt

PHONO STAGES g s o >•

h h

Phono stages
o o
1 i

A
D

J. G
W 1 5

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS õo co

0 Cambridge Audio 640P 60 Tested with the almost-as-good £40 540P, this remarkable phono stage brings refinement and bass weight to budget vinyl • • 277
Clearaudio Smart-Phono 250 Minute and very practical unit with slightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound • • 268

□ NAO PP2 phono stage 50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money • ■ • 245
□ Tom Evans Microgroove 400 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat The Plus version (£700) is even better • 234
0 Tom Evans The Groove 1,800 Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP • 201
0~ Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility • • • • 234

TURNTABLE SPECS KEY
from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. 
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown.

CARTRIDGE SPECS KEY MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type.

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.
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Ask for details of this superb range:

For effective marketing 
of your second-hand kit

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 
tel:+44 (0)1903 814321 • fax:+44 (0)1903 814269 

email: sales@sme.ltd.co.uk 
or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk

please contact 
James Rhodes-Baxter 

a 0207 042 4260 
james.rhodes-baxter@futurenet.co.uk

mailto:sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
mailto:james.rhodes-baxter@futurenet.co.uk
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RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

TOP BUYS

Denon TU-1800DAB £250
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design ata tempting price.RA' \ Radio is a fantastic musical resource 

( that's in danger of being taken for 

V__As granted, but whatever your tastes

there's someone out there catering for it. If
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 
to your hi-fi already, you're missing out I

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over 
to digital entirely, but hardware prices have 
yet to come down to a point where this 
would be acceptable. Its advantages over 
FM include hiss-free reception, the 
potential for a wider range of stations and 
the ability to display comprehensive 
programming information. FM's RDS 
system means that station name and 
occasionally track titles are displayed, but 
the range of information is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 
cost of hardware and the greater reception

area. It can also provide higher sound 
quality if reception conditions are 
favourable. Absolute sound quality 
judgements are muddied by the fact that 
you are listening to different forms of 
compression and processing at the studio 
for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 
it's variety of programming you're after, 
they have a lot to offer.

RECEPTION
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.co.uk/digitalradio for details.

A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 
with a substantial and detailed sound.

T+A T1210R fl,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

Magnum Dynalab
MD 90T fl,195
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

Olli* fSVOliritC RA BESTBUY RA EDITOR'S CHOICE
TUNERS
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES

; COMMENTS

FM TUNERS

BADGE? PRODUCT

□ Creek T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM,M,L 128 • • • • 251

□ Cyrus FM-X 500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply FM 7 • • 9 283

RA Denon TU-1500AE 130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto FM,M,L 100 281

RA Denon TU-1800DAB 250 There's a little grain on FM, the generally decent performance on both bands makes this an great dual-band choice DAB,FM,M 200 • • • 283

RA Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1, 195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt • • 257

Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper! 200 • 9 • 283

RA NAD C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity FM,M 30 9 • 250

RA Primäre T21 600 A very fine tuner - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent FM 30 • • 230

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently gocd value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little DAB,FM,M 99 • • • • 283

Rega Radio 3 398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer FM,M 20 • 283

Rotel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appMlingand fuss-free FM,M 30 • • • 242

□ T+AT1210R 1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too FM 100 • • 283

IFMri NFM

□ Arcam DiVA DT91 450 As good as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers gocd build and value DAB,FM 16 • • • 269

RA Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 • • • 248

Cambridge Azur 640T 200 Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB performance, though FM is never better than decent DAB,FM 60 • • 260

RA Denon TU-1800DAB 250 DAB reception is as good as any and FM performance clearly benefits from Denon's long experience DAB,FM,M 200 e • 9 274

Pure Digital DRX702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing DAB,FM,M 99 • • • • 242

Sony ST-SDB900 200 Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insighttul and clear DAB,FM,M 60 RA • • 259

ETSEjSI WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M- medium wave. L- long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial.
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to butlons.
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PREÍWPLIF1ER

please call for additional product 
information, literature and details 
of your nearest specialist dealer.

metropolis music
www.metropolis-music.co.uk
tel: 01435 867 438

850 mono amplifier
Meticulously engineered and refined, the 850 
(200wpc) delivers high power into any load while 
preserving the renowned Boulder sound quality.

next generation
800 series is a gift from boulder to those 
who dream of owning a boulder product 
but could never afford it. The wait is over 
and now you can!

810 preamplifier
The 810 exhibits the performance and 
refinement of its predecessors in a way 
no other preamplifier possibly could. 
By using the expertise gained from the 
proven 2010, 1012 and 1010, Boulder has 
created yet another preamplifier without 
peer in its price class.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 
one of the most popular phono stages around. 
Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

D ¡ N 0 PhoNO A M p L i Fi E R

‘Never Connected' power supply technology virtually removes all
incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and

the high performance Diablo phono stage.
T'ticlfoid Dino

TRichoRd ResearcU
Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600 
sales@trichordresearch.com

Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
magazine

www.HIFIFORSALE.com
• buy • sell • wants •

NO commision fee • NO charge • completely FREE 
over 70000 adverts have been placed online since the site was launched. 

www.hififorsale.com, the webs favourite dedicated HiFi sales site.

http://www.metropolis-music.co.uk
mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.HIFIFORSALE.com
http://www.hififorsale.com
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DIGITAL RECORDERS DUYER’S BIDLE

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS
CD, MiniOisc and hard drive recorders

c

MiniDisc
MD's strength is versatility. You can 
record and then re-record many times

over. Editing facilities are second to none - 
you can erase mistakes, name tracks and 
re-order a disc's contents with a few simple 
button pushes, making it ideal for building 
compilations. They're pretty robust too.

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 
CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 
compression technology called ATRAC, 
which discards part of the data in order to 
squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 
from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a 
li ttle cold in comparison, lacking a degree 
of detail and ambience. But to most people 
i t still sounds light years ahead of cassette 
- clean and hiss-free.

quality is higher - if you're recording from a 
CD, the best models will give you a copy 
that is very close to the original. In terms of 
compatibility, most CD players will play 
back a CD-R disc, but older models might 
have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 
of course, play the disc back on your own 
recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW 
on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

TT

HIFI
magazine

Philips CDR802 £300 
Multidisc recorder that's slick and capable, 
albeit with a slightly flaky build.

o

Recordable CD
With recordable CD you have a choice of 
two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 
but you can only record once; and CD-RW 
discs are a little more costly, but you can 
re-record on them ad infinitum.

Though the latest machines incorporate 
some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 
not as flexible as MD. However, sound

Hard drive
The latest contender on the digital recording 
scene is also the most flexible. Some HDD 
(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole 
music collections if you use a compression 
format such as MP3. HDD recorders are 
taking over from multidisc CD changers as 
sound servers in multiroom installations, 
where their ability to play more than one 
piece of music at a time is a great boon. HDD 
also offers impressive editing facilities on a 
par with MD, and they can also record from 
CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed.

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 
force behind the format - flexibility and 
storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 
plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 
HDD recorder in fidelity terms.

Il Fl
_ magazine

Yamaha
CDR-H D 1500 £599
Combining hard disk with CD-R adds 
flexibility to digital audio recording.

HIFI
magazine

DIGITAL RECORDERS
CD-R/RW, MD and HOD recorders

Cambridge Audio
Azur640H £600
Rip and store CD tracks on hard disk, 
create playlists, connect to a PC and more.

o
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HIFI
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Hermstedt
Hifidelio Pro £850
160GB hard disk and CD-R/RW drive in a 
box - as music servers go, this is a cracker.

SPECIFICATIONS

Not so much a HOD recorder, more a complete audio computer and nerve centre in one useful box. Complex, but worth it

Can be used as a CD player, but also as a recorder, and can encode MP3, play MC and form the heart of a distributed audio system 

Great for archiving a music collection or making compilations without compromising on flexibility or sound quality

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS li 
RS à §

CD-R/RW RECORDERS i

Denon COR-1OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 1 1 • 218

0 Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 1 • • 233

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 2 • • 243

H Philips COR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 2 aft • e 233

S Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 1 aft • • 205

0 Pioneer PDR-609 270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 1 • 243

Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 aft • • 218

MD RI□DFRS

Pioneer MJ-0508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducingyer that receives its recommendation owing to the price 1 aft • » 205

Sony MOS-JE480 130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 1 aft • 233li Cambridge Audio Azur 640H 600

li Herrnstedt Hifidelio Pro 850

□ Yamaha CDRAD1500 599

FraTm DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - Min-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HO CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only. 
OPTCAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and oulpuls for digilal connection to a CO player or OAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for d1gilal connection to a CO player or OAC.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

advantages, but valves aka tubes live— —

powered in absolute terms at—

HI-FICHOICE

HIFIHI-FICHOICE

If you thought the PM7200 was a great 
budget amp, just wait until you hear this! 
Its sound is so detailed and involving, 
you'll think it costs twice the price.

on owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 
your music loud, use trannies; if you 
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 
of speakers which present a difficult load. As 
a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to 
present the attack and decay of each note 
precisely; amps with strong timing have a 
snap and coherence that is very appealing.

Mara ntz
PM7001 £350

Naim
NAC 112x/NAP 150x fl,475
Naim's new entry-Level pre/power amp is 
a fabulously engaging combo. As you'd 
expect, rhythm and timing are to the fore, 
with a healthy dollop of finesse to boot.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 
speakers do a remarkably good job of 
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as 
they don't have the (electrical) noise
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 
stereo models of a similar quality.

Primare
PRE30/A30.2 £2,400
Beautifully made and with a sound to 
match, this Scandinavian pre/power 
combines warmth and body with energy 
and detail-a truly musical performer.

HI-FICHOICE 
\ magazine / 

■ *
Arcam
DiVA A90 £890
Top dog in Arcam's DiVA range is this 
excellent integrated amp. Its strengths 
include a slick, flexible user interface and 
beautifully smooth and detailed sound.
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least when you compare them 
to their transistor-based 
cousins. But when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or 
three-dimensional an instrument or voice 
sounds. The point of having two rather than 
one speaker is to make it possible to 
recreate the soundstage of the original 
recording, thus amps that have strong 
imaging skills can create a sonic space that 
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS?
All audio electronics perform 
better when they are warmed 
up, and this is particularly the 
case when it comes to 
amplifiers. If there's no way 
that you can leave it on all the 
time, make an effort to switch 
it on at least 20 minutes 
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Bi-wiring is when you run 
separate cables to the treble 
and bass/mid terminals on the 
speaker. In most instances, this 
improves sound quality so long 
as identical cables are used. 
Bi-amping is using two stereo 
amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to 
drive the treble and the other 
for the bass/mid sections of 
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low

Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 
( un>) integrated and preamplifier {pre) plus 
fa_ fa power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 
sections are in one box. There are definite 
advantages to separating the low level, 
delicate signals in the preamp from the 
radiations of a power amp, so the more 
ambitious designs come in two or more 
cases. In some cases, each channel has its 
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical

3 O 3 0 0O
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STEREO AMPS BUYER'S BIBLE
Our favourite
STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT ; COMMENTS

5 • 40
UP TO £1.000

Arcam OiVA A65 Plus 400

□ Arcam DiVA A70 500

E Arcam DiVA A90 850

□ Cambridge Audio 640A V2 300

E Cambridge Audio 840A 750

E Creek Eva 500

Cyrus 8vs 800

□ Denon PMA-1500AE 500
Denon PMA-700AE 250
Marantz PM7001 350

□ Marantz PM7001KI 550

□ NAO C352 350

0 Nairn Nait 5i 699
D Onkyo A-933 500

Primare 121 750

E Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1 ,OOO

3 SugdenA21a 1 899

Occasionally a touch bright, but a good all-rounder with decent detail and plenty of life
Has the measure of the next model up, the ABO, in a slightly lower rated form, but with sonic advantages in some
Well-featured amp with little character of its own - highly informative sound
Nasty-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp
Detailed and lively, with excellent midrange and treble detail
Not the most accurate, strictly, but its liv:iy, energetic musical presentation is entirely lovable
Slightly inferior to Cyrus 6vs, but the tables are turned with the add-on PSX-R power supply - in that form it's a real Best Buy

Well set up to make the most of big-scale music, with copious power and drive, though slightly bright
One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 
Detailed and highly communicative amp with fine treble and good bass extension - exceptional value for money 

Building on an already fine amp, the Kl variant offers superb bass and bags of detail
A dynamic and musical amp at a bargain price - another budget classic from NAO
A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 
Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener
A confident and energetic amp, with just a touch of veiling at times. Great build quality
I mproved version is as involving as ever but now with added focus and bass depth
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25 224This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic

^£1.000

5

□ Arcam FMJ A32 1,200 Ultra-civilised amp with plenty of features that's also highly revealing and musical 7 • • • i 100 266
[Õ] Audia Flight TWO 2,500 Quirky, but musically highly effective model which is expressive and analytical, with some minor operational quirks 8 • 100 280

Ayre AX-7e 1,995 High end sound at a sensible price. Lac". the balls of less revealing designs but has precision in the timing department that is rare 5 • 60 284

Bryston B100-SST DAG 3,850 A remarkable amplifier which is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of an impressive onboard DAG 6 • • • 100 275
[k] Chapter Precis 3,995 Tight, nimble and dynamic across the board and unusually articulate in the bass, but the ergonomics could be refined 6 • 130 281

□ Copland CSA29 1,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 6 opt • 1 85 255

□ Copland CTA405 2,288 Avoids pratfalls of many valve amps, yet retains the euphony typical of the best of breed 6 MM e 50 286

□ Creek Destiny 1,100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 • • 100 286

Densen Beat B150 3,000 Gorgeous Lass - slight treble dryness detracts only a little. Good sense of scale and rock-steady rhythms appeal too! 6 opt opt 100 277
[Ëc] Gamut DI 150 5,700 Serious contender for the best integrated amp ever The DI 150 takes on pre/power combos on their own terms 6 • ' 180 275

:iy Krell KAV-400xi 2,698 The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 5 • 200 247
[k] McIntosh MA2275 5,400 A valve amplifier that doesn't patronise. It's not soft-centred and it understands dynamics J------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------- ——- - — — 5 • • 75 271

0 Marant PM-11S1 2,500 A good-looking, well-endowed, high-quality amp that's a great match for the impressive SA-11 S1 stereo CD/SACD player 6 • • • 100 265

□ NAD M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 • 180 285

0 Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 • 100 267

:iy Sugden A21SE 1,995 Hot-running 1 1 7. an ".hfi". that sounds more delicious than most. A definite step up from the classic A21a 4 • 40 268

D Unison R^rch Unico 200 3,000 Hybrid integrated with high power/quality low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 5 • 200 269

Our favourite 3 bestbuy 3 editora choice
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UPT0£2.000

□ Arcam FMJ A32/P35 1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and ".".n • 7 • • 100 227

Cyrus DAG XP 2,200 A knockout DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to a ?! H? | •I 2 • 266

122 Densen Beat B-250/B-350 8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 1__ • 6 • 125 270

Exposure 201O S Integrated/Power 1,098 Bi-amping with the a........ 1 power amp increases the musical communication of an already fine integrated LE • 6 • 75 264

[g Nairn NAG 112x/NAP 150x 1,475 Uprated entry-level Nairn pre/power is a master of musical communication • • 6 • 50 262

□ Quad 99/909 1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with a strong, engaging sound and just a little veiling ■ • • 5 • • 1135 256

Rotel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value 1 i • 5 • • 70 285

Al ".VE £2.03 ... . .. .. .

□ Arcam FMJ C31 1,200 Professionally presented, beautifully built and exceptionally revealing, this preamp achieves much by doing little . • 5 opt • 273
E Border Patrol Control Unit 2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around • 5 opt 277

122:32331 LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a canridge.
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with.
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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BUYER’S BIBLE STEREO/AV AMPS

Our favourite □ BESTBUY llil EDITORS CHOICE

STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued
Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE'
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PRODUCT

Bryston BP26 DA/2B SST

Chapter Preface/II+

Chord Prima/Mezzo 140

Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA

Densen Beat B-200/B31O

EAR 864/534

ECS EA-1

Gamut03

Gamut 0200 Mk3

Halcro dm1O/dm68

Hovland HP-100/RADIA

Krell FPB 700cx

Linn Klimax Kontrol

Nairn NAP 500

Nairn NAC 552

Primare PRE30/A30.2

COMMENTS

5,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt 

9,800 Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price 

6, 100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

20,000 Valve preamp and solid-state power deliver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around 

2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

4,156 Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence

6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection

3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound

3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price

25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions but delivers stunning midrange clarity

12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers

14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most

11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition

12,100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience

2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical performer

SPECIFICATIONS
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AV AMPLIFIERS
Surround sound amps for music and movies

The multichannel, surround sound or 
AV amplifier is a popular option, 
thanks to the success of the DVD

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 
five channels or more of amplification for 
the price of two. Now that multichannel 
music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 
be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 
amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 
then check out a multichannel amp and 
speaker set-up - they're stunning with 
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily 
for movies and come with digital 
processing for the various soundtrack 
formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 
Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 
surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 
formats. More ambitious designs also offer 
THX post processing, designed to emulate 
the sound of the mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because 
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 
compressed, limiting their high-fidelity

Q&A
HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers 
you want. Multichannel music 
discs come with six or 5.1 

channels, but for new movies, 
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups 
also mean you have speakers 
directly behind you - preferable 
for music discs.

potential. This is why new formats SACD 
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll 
on analogue formats. The best multichannel 
amps for music are often the simplest, but 
any that offer a complete bypass option with 
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 
looking at real power - five or seven 
channels of amplification are not easy to 
produce with a feeble power supply, and the 
cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 
up to the claims.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP?
Processors don't have built-in 
amplification and you need 
separate power amps. AV amps 
and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
This is the LFE (low frequency 
effects) or bass channel that is 
reproduced by a subwoofer.

HI-FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- 

quality multichannel music, surround 

sound is no longer just a home cinema 

thing. An increasing number of people 

want to build a multichannel system that 

will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 

products delivering sufficient quality is 

on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 

building a top-quality system with five or 

more channels is inevitably more 

expensive than sticking with stereo. There 

are some very decent integrated options 

below El ,OOO, though the best (and most 

costly) route is to buy a separate 

processor and power amp(s). Or you can 

add AV amplification to a stereo model 

you can't bear to part with.
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AV AMPS BUYER’S BIBLE

Yamaha
DSP-AX757SE £499
If you're looking for a multichannel amp 
that's good with music as well as home 
cinema, this is your best bet below £500.

Arcam
DiVA AVR300 fl,300
Here's one for those who value great sound 
over numerous gizmos and gadgets - an 
integrated AV amp for audiophiles.

AVC-A11XV £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channelamp that packs in 
the latest digital links and processing 
formats without sacrificing sound quality.

FMJ AV8/P7 £5,750
A fantastic achievement from this 
respected UK brand-a top-ranking AV 

processor and seven-channel power amp.

[ÉC] EDITOR’S CHOICE

AV AMPLIFIERS
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 5 co g s
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MULTLTICHANNEL INTEGRATED AMPS 1

0 Arcam OiVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie performance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited » 7 • 100 284

wi Oenon AVC-A11XV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1XV, but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital i/o 1 11 • 140 273

Oenon AVC-A1XV 4,000 Inelegant, but powertul and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously • • 170 266

Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering • 10 • 140 267

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry • 3 • 160 255

wi Pathos Cinema-X 4,?SO No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo! Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

wi Pioneer VSA-AX1OAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 • 150 260

ED Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy • 7 • 100 273

S Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears • 7 • 100 260

wi Sony TA-OA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with ¡.Link encrypted outputs • 1 10 • 200 253

0 Yamaha OSP-AX757SE 499 Exceptional sounding budgeVmid price receiver offers brilliant sound per pound; ergonomics could be better • 9 • 100 273

MUwiI(W)ANNEL PREAMPS/PROCESSORS AND P WE IMPS

□ Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 • 90 250

Arcam AVP700/P1OOO 3,000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power 8 • 135 275

wi Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235

Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interlaces 11 • 200 278

wi Copland 3VA306/3VA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 I s hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

wi Meridian 861 9,833 Powertul surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 • 230

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 • 50 238

wi Parasound Halo C1/A51 7,500 Powertul and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 • 250 243s Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 e 120 238

RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification.
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp.
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As part of its Home Cinema Season, Sevenoaks is offering 
3 Home Cinema Options designed to meet your lifestyle.

• Options 1 and 2 combine some of the highest quality brands to give outstanding performance: 
and save you money.

• Option 3 allows you to achieve a bespoke solution to meet the exact needs for you and your home.
Just tell us at Sevenoaks what you want to achieve from your Home Cinema 

and we will provide the solution and install.

Samsung
LE40F71BX 40" 1080p LCD TV

Denon
DVD3930 DVD Player
AVR3806 AV Receiver

B&W
MT30 5.1 Speaker Package

£5450
package included
Normal System Price £6571

SEVENOa<S 1



NOW SHOWING AT
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The experts in home entertainment

Bespoke Solutions
Creating your dream PTIQ

home entertainment system
Sevenoaks can design and install a unique Home Cinema System to meet 

your exact needs and your budget.
Just call 0800 587 9909 and discuss with a Sevenoaks expert.

2 SEVENOa<S



Primare has built a worldwide reputation for producing innovative audio and video produds that challenge convention. With a unique blend of sophisticated Scandinavian design, class-leading build quality, and proprietary state-of-the-art technological advance, they build into elegant, reliable, easy-to-use systems that promise years of high quality performance.

MAKING THE RIGHT
CHOICE

Cyrus
If you've enjoyed listening to 
music before, try listening to it 
through a Cyrus system. With 
every product tuned by ear, 
Cyrus represents a quality of 
sound, which is rare at any 
price. Invest in a Cyrus system 
and you'll be rewarded with a 
wealth of sound you wouldn't 
have thought possible.

MAKE THE INFORMED CHOICE TO ENHANCE 
YOUR LISTENING PLEASURE

Monitor Audio
SILVER RS6
• Floorstanding 

Design
• Choice of Finish 

Options
• Biwirable
• What Hi-Fi? 

Recommended

"The Silver 
RS6 is a 
success: it 
looks dressed 
to kill, 
delivers 
plenty of 
detail and 
punches like a 
heavyweight"

Arcam

SpendorSpendor 'S' Series loudspeakers feature;The hand-made 'e' generation bass- midrange drive units reward with a uniquely clear and musical sound
• Advanced 2nd generation 3D Liner Flow Port Technology for consistent and seamless sound even when placed close to a wall
• Natural wood cabinets incorporate Dynamic Damping engineered to eliminate booming of bass sound

"They consistently 
deliver a refined, yet 
dramatic sound that's

KEF
IQ5
• Uni-Q Technology
• Finish Options
• Floorstanding 

What Hi-Fi? 
Award-Winner

Other models in 
the range include 
• iQ1, iQ3 and iQ7

"The iQ5s are 
little stars, 
providing 
stunning scale 
and authority 
from discreetly 
sized towers...
The iQ5s are 
fully deserving 
Products of 
the Year."

BEST CO PLAYER E25O-C5OOArcam believes that superb sound quality is vital to the real enjoyment of music. The DiVA range reproduces music at a level that is remarkably true to life.

How much difference 
can cables make to 
your system? With 
QED's range of audio 
and video cables the 
answer is probably 
much more than 
you think.

See and Hear 
the difference

SEVENOa<S 3



INTRODUCING

5iu-ray

Samsung
BD-P1 OOO BLU-RAY DISC™ PLAYER

Due for launch in October, Samsung is introducing 
the BD-P1000, the UK's first Blu-Ray Disc™ player. It 
will play Blu-ray discs at native 720p, 1080i or 
1080p resolutions, upscale existing DVDs and play 
audio CDs.

BlumgDist:

What is Blu-ray?
Blu-ray, also known as Blu-ray Disc (BD) is the name of a next
generation optical disc format. Developed to enable 
recording, rewriting and playback of high-definition video 

(HO), the format offers more than five times the storage 
capacity of traditional DVDs and can hold up to 2SGB on a 

single-layer disc and SOGB on a dual-layer disc.

I Thanks to the greatly enhanced HD video and audio quality 

as well as the advanced interactivity and networking features, Blu-ray represents a 

huge leap forward in the DVD viewing experience and will offers an unprecedented 

HO experience.

SEVENO3<S
SOUND & VISION

Who are Sevenoaks?
Established as Sevenoaks Hi-Fi in 1972, we have grown steadily into one 
of the leading independent home entertainment specialists in the UK
We have 49 stores and are specialists in:-
• Hi-Fi
• Home Cinema
• Custom Design and Installation

Exceptional Product Range
We have one of the most comprehensive ranges of the best products 
from leading brands. To find out more:-
• Call in to one of our stores
• Call us on 0800 587 9909
• Log on to www.ssav.com

Custom Design and Install
Our custom design and install service ensures that you achieve the best 
results effortlessly.
• We discuss your vision for your Home Cinema or Multi-Room system
• We visit your home to review the best options
• Agree a system specification and cost
• We manage the Installation
• You have years of enjoyment

2006 Sevenoaks Guides
Pick-up our new Hi-Fi & Home Cinema or Custom Install Guides at 
your nearest Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store. Alternatively, either can be 
ordered via our Website and posted to you (UK mainland addresses only) 
FREE OF CHARGE.

> Your nearest Sevenoaks store
www.ssav.com

ABERDEEN CROYDON
57 CROWN STREET 369-373 LONDON ROAD

01224 252797 020 8665 1203
BEDFORD EALING
29-31 ST PETERS STREET 24 THE GREEN

01234 272779 020 8579 8777
BRIGHTON EDINBURGH
57 WESTERN ROAD. HOVE S THE GRASSMARKET

01273 733338 0131 229 7267
BRISTOL EPSOM OPEN SUNDAY
92B WHITELADIES ROAD, CLIFTON 12 UPPER HIGHSTREET

0117 974 3727 01372 720720
BROMLEY EXETER
39A EAST STREET 28 COWICK STREET

020 8290 1988 01392 218895
CAMBRIDGE GLASGOW
17 BURLEIGH STREET SB GREAT WESTERN ROAD

01223 304770 0141 332 9655
CARDIFF GUILDFORD
104-106 ALBANY ROAD 73B NORTH STREET

029 2047 2899 01483 536666
CHELSEA HOLBORN
403 KINGS ROAD 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD

020 7352 9466 020 7837 7540
CHELTENHAM HULL
14 PITTVILLE STREET 1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET

01242 241171 01482 587171
CRAWLEY KINGSTON
32 THE BOULEVARD 43 FIFE ROAD

01293 510777 020 8547 0717

LEEDS
62 NORTH STREET

0113 245 2775

PETERBOROUGH open Sunday
36-33 PARK ROAD

01733 897697

STAINES OPEN SUNDAY
4 THAMES STREET

01784 460777
LEICESTER
10 LOSEBY LANE

0116 253 6567

PLYMOUTH
107 CORNWALL STREET

01752 226011

SWINDON
8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD

01793 610992
LINCOLN
20-22 CORPORATION STREET (OPE HIGH ST)

01522 527397

POOLE
LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET

01202 671677

SWISS COTTAGE open Sunday
21 NORTHWAYS PARADE. FINCHLEY RO 

020 7722 9777
LOUGHTON
7-9 GOLDINGS HILL

020 8532 0770

PRESTON OPEN SUNDAY
4041 LUNE STREET

01772 825777

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD

01892 531543
MAIDSTONE
96 WEEK STREET

01622 686366

READING
3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE

0118 959 7768

WATFORD 
47S ST ALBANS ROAD 

01923 213533
MANCHESTER
69 HIGH STREET. CITY CENTRE

0161 831 7969

SEVENOAKS
109-113 LONDON ROAD 

01732 459555

WEYBRIDGE
43 CHURCH STREET. THE QUADRANT

01932 828525
NEWCASTLE
19 NEWGATE STREET

0191 221 2320

SHEFFIELD open Sunday 
63S QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY 

0114 255 5861

WITHAM (ESSEX)
1 THE GROVE CENTRE

01376 501733
NORWICH
29-29A ST GILES STREET

01603 767605

SOLIHULL
149-151 STRATFORD ROAD

0121 733 3727

WOLVERHAMPTON
29-30 CLEVELAND STREET

01902 312225
NOTTINGHAM
S97-599 MANSFIELD ROAD. SHERWOOD

0115 911 2121

SOUTHAMPTON
33 LONDON ROAD 

023 8033 7770

YEOVIL
14 SILVER STREET

01935 700078
OXFORD
41 ST CLEMENTS STREET

01865 241773

SOUTHGATE
77 CHASE SIDE

020 8886 2777
FOR OPENING HOURS, PLEASE 
CALL YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE

PRICING 
POLICY

We always try to ensure our 
prices are highly competitive. 
In the event you can find the 
same products and excellent 

service at a lower price, 
please bring it to our store 

managers' attention.

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE 
OPTIONS*

Spread the cost of buying.
Flexible finance options* are 
available on the majority of 

products we stock.
' Written details on request Licensed credit 

brokers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.

PLEASE NOTE
Some products/brands are not 

available at all stores. Please call 
to confirm or visit our website 

before travelling. Special Offers 
and Sale Offers - Not in 

conjunction with any other offer.

ADVERT VAUD UNTIL AT LEAST 
16/11/2006, E&OE.

4 SEVENOa<S

http://www.ssav.com
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While loudspeakers are relatively 
straightforward in construction, they 
have one of the most difficult jobs in

Q&A

hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 
drive units in a box that usua 1 ly has a port 
in it to make life easier for the cone in your 
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 
arrangement include panel speakers, which 
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 
horns, which use drive units in complex 
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 
placement and experimentation will yield 
the best results. Altering the angle at 
which the speakers face the listener can 
also make a difference to balance and 
stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel 
system. The most important element is a 
centre channel, which needs to match the 
stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 
best musical results, surrounds should be as 
per the front left and right channels, but if 
space or funds don't permit, smaller designs 
can be used quite effectively,

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that 
will suit you, try to listen to a good variety 
to hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance 
tends to vary the most, but is less important 
than more subtle factors such as timing 
and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears 
not your eyes - great-looking speakers 
aren't necessarily great sounding.

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A ) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience, where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.
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STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

TOP BUYS

R3 £448A neat Little floorstanderthat really knows 
how to communicate with music. Its sound 
is crisp and agile, and what it Lacks in sheer 
bass weight it makes up for in energy.

i Q9 £800
This superbly judged floortstander delivers 
a clean, powerful and transparent sound, 
with impressively taut bass. A very fine 
all-rounder for the money.

805S £1,600A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent
musical communication, alongside
superior subtlety and delicacy.

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6 £3,500
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.
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Our favourite [sb] BEST BUY [ec] EDITOR’S CHOICE
STEREO SPEAKERS

SPECIFICATIONS i

ÎÛ

BASS FROM (HZ)

5 ISSUE NUMBERStereo speakersBADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS
Í b §

0 
ï

>E OF DRIVE 
1

-REE SPACE 1 SE TO WALL

| UP TO £1,000

Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 845 Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 18,295,255 A- 45 • 283

Acoustic Energy Linear 1 250 Not at its best with classical but a well integrated, involving, timed aligned speaker nevertheless 19,36,26 A+ 50 • 277

0 ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph, with a beautifully judged balance and impressive transparency 20,86,29 • A 23 • 279

0 AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 • 260

0 B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 • 226

□ B&W DM602 S3 300 Old-fashioned .SEd/stape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49,29 A 25 • 234

0 B&WCM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 • 279

0 B&W705 900 Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 • 253

0 B&WCM7 999 Pretty compact floorstander could have greater dynamic expression, but sounds smooth and well balanced 20,91,30 • A- 25 • 286 i

Castle Richmond 3i 320 Pretty real-wood miniature sounds superbly smooth and even, if dynamically weak 17,33,23 A+ 45 • 284

0 Castle Richmond 7i 900 Does all the musically important stuff flawlessly. A fine communicator that delivers reassuringly credible bass 8, 92.5, 26 A+ 47 • 286

0 Castle Compact Column 550 Compact, not so much that you need a sub to back up the bass, an elegant and engaging speaker for its size 14.87.5,16 e A- 50 e 280

0 DAU Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 e A 37 & e 2710 DAU Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 e A+ 22 e 275

0 Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 e 215

Dynaudio Focus 110 850 Luxury real wood miniature with tapered enclosure sounds punchy, sweet and avoids boxiness 17.^1,28 A- 38 e 279

0 Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 e A- 28 e 273

□ Epos ELS3 200 Few iftordabie speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 e 241

0 Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A 40 e 269

0 Epos M12.2 449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance. superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 • 265

Epos M22 949 Very classy floorstander has a tricky bass and an edgy top, but a very smooth and even midband 20,88,25 • A- 25 • 275

0 JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 • A 25 • 275

0 KEF iQ3 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 • 284

0 KEF iQ9 800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33 • A 25 • 273

Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 • A+ 28 • 271

0 Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which take's up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36,27 A- 40 • 284

□ Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks I out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 • A 33 • • 276

0 Mordaunt-Short Avant 906i 350 The generous, well balanced sound shows good enclosure control, could do with more grip and better spikes! 16.5,85,29.5 • A 40 • 281

0 Nairn n-SATS 695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excellent all round results 20,29,21 A 50 • 268

H Nbien DX-5 250 Unusual shape miniature delivers generous scale, weight and dynamic expression for something so compact 17.5,34,24 A- 40 e 284

Nbien NX6 899 Very nice cabinet work for the money and a decent speaker it makes too with good imaging and low noise 21,38,30 A 46 e 275

SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth ol one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own r k (amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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Sexy design
Lifetime wa
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Best Integrated Amp 
Portugal 2006

Authorised dealers:
Acoustic Arts. Bedfordshire, Tel. 01923 245250 - Adams & Jarrett. East Sussex, Tel. 01 424 437165 - Glasgow Audio. Glasgow, Tel. 01413 324707 - HI-FI Studios. Doncaster. Tel. 01302 
725550 - Holburn Hi-Fi. Aberdeen, Tel. 01224 585713 - New Audio Frontiers. Loughborough, Tel. 01509 264002 - Phonography, RingwoodTel. 01425 461230 - Practical HI-FI. Lancaster. 
Tel. 01524 39657 - Practical Hi-Fi, Manchester Tel. 01618 398869 - Practical Hi-Fi, Warrington Tel. 01925 632179 - R.J.F, Cornwall Tel. 01209 710777 - Sound Seduction. Sevenoaks Tel. 
01732 456573 - VideoTech, Huddersfield Tel. 01484 516670

Discover why we say:
LIFE IS TOO SHORT FOR BORING HI-FI

Award winning musical sound

The Densen B-150 Integ

The new reference integrated amplifier from Densen is perhaps the most advanced inte
grated amp on the market. It Is filled with advanced solutions. which all share the goal Of 
giving you even more musicality and flexibility. The B-150 Is basically a scalled down version 
of the B-250 and B-350 (Densen's reference pre/power combo) in one box with all the high 
end ingredients such as relay driven volume control. zero feedback technology, custom
made components and much more.

However. there is much more to a perfect product than just superior sound quality. It is our 
intention to make complete products. Not just products that are sonically superior. but 
complete like a perfect circle. As you learn about Densen. you'll discover that we go the 
extra mile in every aspect: design. user-friendliness. quality warranty upgradeability pro
duction methods and of course sound quality But you really won't have a clue about it all 
until you get to hear and see what we're talking about in real life. Then you will know what 
we mean when we say Air-Guitar factor (say what? check our website). There is one Air
Guitar I Air-Baton included with every Densen product.

AUDIO

Densen Audio Technologies - Phone: (+45) 75 18 12 14 - E-mail: mail@densen.dk
w w w densen corn

mailto:mail@densen.dk
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STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE
Our favourite □ BEST BUY 0 EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO SPEAKERS continued

SPECIFICATIONS

Stereo speakers
§

0 ï 1
eg

BADGE? PRODUCT : E COMMENTS □□ m

PMC DB1 + 625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 16,29,24 A 50

0 PMCGB1 995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and tree from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16,92,24 A+ 30 ©

0 \ PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 •

D ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 •

0 Q Acoustics 1010 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,19.5 1 A 48

0 0 Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 19.5,97.5,301 A+ 28
© !

0 Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50

□ Rega R3 448 Discreet, pretty and fine value. A little lightweight but impressively open, it delivers music with great agility 20,76,28 • A 40

0 Revel Concerta F12 900 The money has gone into the active hardware, so cosmetics are plain. Performance is on par with more costly designs 25,108,37 • A- 28

0 Triangle Antal ES 975 Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of scale and expression 20,108,34 • i A 20

0 I Triangle Titus ES 370 Not pretty but busy, coherent and involving, if a little thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 18,37,30 A- 40

0[ Triangle Gamete ES 500 Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 20,42,34 A 40

^M£1.0zz

0 j A2T Mezzo 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 A+ 40

Acoustic Energy AE 1 Mklll 1,900 Luxury miniature has a laid back but bouncy sound, fine dynamic range and very superior imaging 18.5,31,25 A- 30

D ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 • A 28

D ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22.3,44,31.5 A- 54

□ Audio Physic Spark 3 1,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has delighttully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 i s i A+ 27

D Aurum Cantus Leisure 3SE 1,200 Fabulous lacquer finish and a classy ribbon tweeter. Sounds smooth and sweet, if a touch laid back 25,40,30 A 28

0 AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 • A 50

0 B&W 704 1,400 Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 • A 20 © i

0 B&W 8020 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 • A <20

0 B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25

□ B&W 703 2,000 Bass is immensely powerful and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23,101,36 e A- 20

B&WXT4 1,800 Gorgeous, silver, super-slim floorstander has notably clean bass, but sounds a little too polite and lacks dynamic grip 15.2,114,20 • A- 25 •

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34,130,75 e A+ 80

0 Canton Vento 809DC 1,800 Quick, lively and agile, with fine overall coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroughly impressive allrounder 25,112,35 e A 30

Canton Vento Ref 5DC 3,499 Strikingly handsome speaker has a studiedly neutral balance with delighttul midband analysis 25,112,35 e A 40

Chario Cygnus 1,200 Beautiful solid walnut sides. Port tuning suspect, but laid back sound has fine delicacy, imaging and refinement 20,96,27 • A- 28 •

0 Dali Helicon 400 2,999 Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with vvde dynamic range and no boxiness 22,103,46 © A 20 ©

0 i Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 © A- <20 •

0 Eclipse TD51O 1,200 Replacement for the TD512 does astonishing things with musical timing. £600 floor stands also recommended 24,36,26 A 45 ©

0 Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 37,121,53 A- 20 ©

r Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7,599

0 Focal-JMLab Bectra 1027 Be 4,000

0 Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,799

Focal-JMlab Profile 908 1,300
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Gamut L5 5,900

Jama Reference R909

Krell Resolution 2

MartinLogan Clarity

7,500

6,497

2,498

Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 

Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 

New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 

Open and revealing especially of spatial and atmospheric detail, makes up for its bass restraint with joi de vivre 

Impressive build and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a stunning speaker with rare transparency levels 

Top model 0n a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making

Large but good looking, with Sonus Faber type elasticated front. Musically a great full bandwidth all-rounder 

Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power

25,110,53 • A+

26.5,111,35 « 'A-

25,42.5,38 A

23,39,27.5 A

20,116,43 ,• A-

48,127,54 ©iA-

122,29,61

26,135,31

30

25

50

50

32

25

255
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245
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271

280

• ¡ B 28 273

A- 46 245

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

S O U N D • STEMS Telephone (020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321.
Web i - www.billyvee.co.uk email: sales@billyvee . co uk. We are member of BADA and RETRA

We offer demonstration, Sales and Installation for the complete range of Linn products vio our enthusiastic & experienced team

The Linn New Exotik I

The long awaited New Exotik CO + A) is now here and available 
for audition. Combining outstanding two channel performance 
with stunning Digital surround capability the new Exotik is truly 
a ground breaking product and is the flexible alternative for 
those who put music first but also desire true performance 
from their video sources.
With six digital inputs utilizing high quality DACs the Exotik will 
process all major audio formats currently available from Dolby 
or DTS and can be kept up to date via software upgrade giving 
a long life expectancy. Please call to book your audition now.

—

Listening Studio 1

Linn Sales & Installation
visit billyvee.co.uk 4 Linn news

Experienced Linn sales advisors 
Full setup and installation service 
Range of pre-owned Linn items 
Home consultation and planning 
Distributed Audio Visual systems 
Full warranty & technical support

• Part - exchange service available
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BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO/AV SPEAKERSI

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [ec] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO SPEAKERS continued
Stereo speakers £BADGE? PRODUCT

D Meridian M3100 1,850

D Monopulse 82 2,495

@ Mordaunt-Short Peri 6 3,500

Nairn Ariva 1,275

D Neat Elite SE 1,499

□ Neat Motive 1 1,200

□ PMC FBl + 1695

@ PMC IB2 6,150

□ PMCWafer2 1650

@ ProAc Response 025 2,995

D Rega R7 1,498

□ Rega R9 2,498

@ Revel F32 3,200

@ Revel M22 1,800

□ Roksan Caspian FR-5 1,995

□ Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499

□ Sonus FaberConcerto Domus 1,799

D Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2,149

@ Son^tori^rtl^l^^ 2,498

@ Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000

S Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595

□ Triangle Cellus Esw 1,395

Triangle Magellan Concerto 9,995

□ Usher Compass CP^6381 2,500

@ Vivid Audio B1 7,750

WEGG3 Stelar 1 4,995
[k] Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000

@ Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400

COMMENTS

Attractive and capable active (125w) with great imaging and strong bass. High neutrality and good power handling 

Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 

Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, hi-res ride

Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter 

Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 

Beautifully neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative

Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband

SPECIFICATIONS

œ 3 — S
fz TV S Sm tn cnë 5 m -n
= ^00
b è o "<: = s =
; g TV LI

FREE SPACE
CLOSE TO WALL
ISSUE NUMBER

19,39,25 ACT 45 opt 280

27,110,25 A <20 -ré 281

24,121,37 • A- 35 e 264

23,88,31 • A 25
I •

259

20,90,18 X» A 25 - 267

16,92.5,20 • A- 20 276

20,100,30 • A 20 • 260

33,74,47 A- 25 • 237

335,575,1 q A+ 45 • 285

22,107,25 e A+ 20 e 254

27,98,35 • A 25 • 271

17003,39 • A 20 • 256

22,^05,39 A 30 • 265

22,37,30 A- 48 » & 274

20,100,25 • A <20 279

22,84,31 • A 22 • 259

21,99,31 a A 35 • 270

19,35,32 A 48 246

21,106,31 » A- 32 • 283

31,86,30 A- 25 ré 240

17,31,23 A 35 • 277

20,117,34 A 22 • 277

28,149,34 A 35 « 262

35,127,65 A 20 • 270

27,110,38 A- 40 261

35,97,45 • A- 28 TV 275

23,91,37 A 28 • 254

23,108,36 e A 20 252

Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker

A full-range sound from a small(ish) box is possible, but only if you are very careful about set up, room and amps

Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package

Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter

Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 

Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 

Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build

Sunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 

Clever 'hang-on-wall' speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 

Tre traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 

Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character

This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 

Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound

A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 

Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer 

No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 

Great choice, especially for acoustic material, which performs significantly above ts price level 

Standmount Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 

Fabulous physical appearance, and clean, refined sound especially well adapted to acoustic music and voice 

This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 

Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband

AV SPEAKERS
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

/<" Multichannel speaker systems have a 
front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a 

_© centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) 
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 
subwoofer. For best results, each of these 
speakers bar the sub should be identical. 
The problem is that few surround systems 
are dedicated to music and perform a home 
cinematic role as well, meaning the centre 
speaker has to sit above or below a video

I deally you should set up surround speakers 
with as much care as you would stereo systems, 
but practical issues tend to have a significant 
bearing on surround and centre speaker 
placement Surround channels can be 
floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres 
usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 
it Given these limitations, adjust your L/ R front

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide 
and short for this reason.

This should not be a barrier to great 
surround for music and movies however, as 
many brands make centre channels with a 
very close sound to their L/R designs.

Music vs movies
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 
recordings tend to be mastered with

speakers to give the best tonal match with the 
centre. If there's more than just you listening, 
'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 
front of the listening position - this gives a 
wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 
it should be placed near the front speakers. Use 
a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 
among others) to accurately set levels.

surround speakers in the ITU standard 
position which is as far behind the listener 
as the front channels are in front. 5.1 movie 
soundtracks tend to place surround 
channels not so far behind and to the side 
of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 
will dictate a limited range of placement 
options, but if you are a dedicated music 
fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 
the booklet supplied with SACD discs.

Subs start working where stereo speakers 
run out of steam at low frequencies. The 
idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 
bass rather than more of it. They usually 
have onboard amplification (active) and 
connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 
Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 
or the speakerterminals in a stereo set-up.
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AV SPEAKER PACKAGES iI 'i1

Multichannel speakers "'
BADGE? S

4,877 A- 126 opt

900 A 6 241

B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) A900 22 224

A 28 224

A- 53 241

A- 6 20 251

A 5 50 232

A- 6 18 253

A 5 30 232

A 6 24128

A- 6 38 262

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600 A 5 210

Nairn n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 268A

Tannoy Arena A 269

i
Bass speakers

o

BAOOE' PRODUCT COMMENTS

0 B&W PV1 259950

B&WASW850 2 ,OOO 18 246

Monitor Audio ASW100 27300 225

REL 305 795 25 284

550 100 18 257

700 32,46,33 150 18 257

REL Storm Ill 900 150 18 225

REL Storm 5 1,000 200 15 267

REL Stadium Ill 200 16 217

Titan Saturn 200 20 239

Velodyne SPL-800R 699 W 28 286

? "' 
"'"'

HIFICHOICE
X. magazine

Ik J 1 SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers. 
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.

ESE33S1 EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs {approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus.
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

B&W
600 S3 package £900
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 
centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 
multichannel surround modes.

Nairn 
n-SAT/CENT/SUB £3,385
Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an n-SUB 
make a highly engaging and (for Nairn) 
discreet multichannel package.

Linn
Akurate package £13,750
Linn has worked wonders with its new 
multichannel speaker system - it's not 
cheap, but its performance is breathtaking,

■Hum 
HIFICHOICE

6 20

6 29

ATC
Concept 3 £4,877
It mightnot look as flashy as some, but the 
quality of engineering in this ATC package 
ensures superb all-round performance.
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53,56,52 1 OOO

Priced here as a 5.1 package, Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble 

Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually revealing for the breed, but sub lacks refinement

3,017

13,750

1,250

1,142

4,875

3,385

1,200

REL Stampede

REL Strata 5

32,32,34

32, 36, 34

2,650

1,450

800

1,500 

800

3

500

34,52,37

59,56,39

72,48,72

2627,33

Castle CAV Sterling

Dynaudio Audience 42 package 

Final Sound Electrostatic system

Focal-JMlab Electra package

Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221)

Mirage Omni 2

Mission m5 package 

Mordaunt-Short Genie

.DI

20

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [jc] EDITOR’S CHOICE
SUBWOOFERS

Dark tonality, but superb imageny makes this an excellent all-round choice

Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans

A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models 

Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected

Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures

Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard

Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound

Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency

Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer

An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio

PRODUCT

ATC Concept 3

B&W 300 package

COMMENTS

Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment 

An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer)

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly

For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well

Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 

Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems

I t's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom

Powerful, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging

BEST BUY i EDITOR'S CHOICE

SPECIFICATIONS

SPECIFICATIONS
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AUDIO REFERENCE
SUPPLIERS OF FINE AUDIO EQUIPMENT

GAMUT D1150 1 80W Solid state Integrated Amplifier

"A serious contender for the best integrated amplifier ever; the DI 150 will take on pre/power 
combinations of at least equal price on their own terms and win. Cast aside your prejudices 
and revel in genuine high-fidelity amplification". 'WjanwgiVi
Jason K ennedy | H ifi C hoice January 2006

GAMUT CD3 STOP PRESS! Gamut unveils new CD3 high resolution 24 bit compact disc player

www.audioreference.co.uk 
info@audioreference.co.uk

01252 702705

http://www.audioreference.co.uk
mailto:info@audioreference.co.uk
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HEADPHONES BUYER’S BIBLE

HEADPHONES
For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties and 
some are designed for particular usage. The 
majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 
from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Other 
types also exist, most significantly electrostatics that 
use a charged panel membrane to produce a distinctly 
refined sound. These are supplied with their own 
dedicated amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or 
noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have 
a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are also 
three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose 
the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are 
particularly popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as 
straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging them 
into the output on your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are very lucky. 
If you are planning on serious listening, invest in a 
dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics is not in the 
least bit subtle. A variety of models are made and prices 
start at around £80 for a OED, a little more for designs 
from, say. Creek or Musical Fidelity. And if you're really 
into cans, look up the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite dlbestbuy @ editor's choce

HEADPHONES
SPECIFICATIONS

ë
Ii Ç 

a

tn

Stereo headphones
g

BADGE? PRODUCT

AKG K44

£ COMMENTS
i

AKG K270 Studio

E AKG K1000

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs

□ Beyerdynamic DT990

Grado SR-60

Grado SR325i

Philips HP890

Sennheiser HD595

Sennheiser HD650

Shure E500PTH

@ Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. I

Stax SR-001 Mk II

20

129

650

105

160

90

31 O

70

150

300

420

349

239

Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only

Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal

Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone’s taste

Highly sophisticated and detailed sound with great extension: check for comfort

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone

Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 

Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover’ mic in the lead: quality stuff 

Luxury option at its price: but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

è

•

g e § s
• 190 1 • 219

e 270 230

270 244

• 250 194

250 • 245

200 • i 194

200 * 270

330 • 1 219

270 • 266

260 » 252

• 20 285

295 • 205

280 * 268

IEEEG3 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos. computers etc.

Put the awe in audio

Introducing the E500PTH Sound Isolating™ Earphones, engineered 
with three Hi-Definition Drivers for unparalleled acoustic accuracy. 
One tweeter delivers precise highs and two woofers provide rich, 
natural bass. Reveal the full potential of your audio.

For a demo, visit www.shure.co.uk

It’s Your Sound
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::COOL GALES
At www.coolgales.com, we believe that buying hi-fi gear should be a breeze.

Check out the reviews and brochure down
loads on our website product listings. Read 
how the phenomenal lsoTek Sigmas mains 
conditioner is "nothing short of a revelation" 
(Hi-Fi News). *

Give us a free call on 0800 043 6710 if 
you need more info. We'll tell you about 
the "stupendous" new silver coil Music 
Maker Classic cartridge from The 
Cartridge Man, "a classic in all senses of 
the word" (StereoTimes.com).

Free delivery on all orde 
including the i ncredible Le 
Xone speakers, slimline flo 
a colossal sou nd, thanks to 
custom-designed drivers.

over£100, 
ma Acoustics 
rstanders with 
eema’s

A huge selection of hi-fi components with 
style, like the sensational Clearaudio Avant
garde Magnum, with Clearaudio's new 
magnetic/ceramic bearing (available as an 
upgrade for most Clearaudio turntables).

A 30-day money-back guarantee on most products (details 
on our website), including the extraordinary Eastern Electric 
M520 integrated amp, "a full-on tone monster" (6moons.com).

I

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.
Give us a click. Give us a call.

www.coolgales.com 0800 043 6710
The Victoria School House ::Henrietta Road ::Bath BA2 6LU

http://www.coolgales.com
StereoTimes.com
6moons.com
http://www.coolgales.com


HI-FICHOICE

CABLES BUYER'S BIBLE

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Tosiink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

IMPEDANCE MATCHED SPEAKER CABLE 
D&PCRÏOGEHK iCl) Arr^'eb

Wires to hook your system together
Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
interconnects and speaker cables.

Analogue interconnects come in 
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

□ BEST BUY ^EDITOR'S CHOICE

CABLES
SPECIFICATIONS

1 
D
IG

ITA
L CA I

Interconnects and speaker cables 1 LID COF 8 rw 
[il

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s 33 m □□
INILDGUE INTERCONNECTS

Black Rhodium Concerto 225 This OCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre, rich in detail, with low subjective noise • • 270
Brilliance Hi-Fi Synergy 83 High quality materials help give this cable fine imaging: bass not as extended as some • _ • 275
Chord Company Signature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Scme granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable • • 255
Chord Company Chorus 215 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass • • 259
Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers gocd sound all round with exceptional bass-at a pricei •

r* 279
l xos Ixotica 1X1 200 Notable for its relaxing sound, this cable still presents plenty of analytical detail • • 283
Kimber Timbre 89 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed • • 248

□ Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, toe • i •_ 281
□ MonsterM 1000i 200 Very capable: with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere ? • • 284

Nordost Heimdall 370 Micro-monofilament cable, silver plated more affordable alternative to Valhalla, sounds transparent, detailed and neutral • • 278
Gehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble • • 281

□ Gehlbach Silver Express + 70 Good, firm bass is accompanied by clear treble and well defined stereo imaging • • 1 280
0 TCI Tiger 30 Not the most detailed interconnect around, but pertormance belies its modest price, especially in the bass • I* ' 285
rw Townshend DCT300 300 OCT wire with hum-busting ferrite sleeves. Packed with enough detail to make rivals sound flat • • . 234
a van den Hui The Well 85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine pertormance • • 241 i
è Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outpertorm many cables at twice the price • • 273 j
□ Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cables with all-round appeal - treble is slightly 'dark' but bass is excellent and the overall balance very gocd indeed • • 259
DtGITIL INTERCONNECTS

rw Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying pertormance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble • : • E 278
rw Kimber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any DAG, justifying the price • • ■ E 260
rw OED Ounex Signature 75 80 First-rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as gocd as it gets at any price • , E 265
□ van den Hui Optocoupler II . 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234

Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: gocd value and near-high-end performance • • , E 279
SPEYER CABLES PRICE PER METRE |

Black Rhodium Tango 15 A little bass-heavy but with smaller speakers: but that's no bad thing: mid and treble are detailed and clear • 1 • ! 284
Chord Odyssey 4 34 This biwire version of Odyssey offers excellent speed and impact, with low listener fatigue • • 258
Clrao Audo OJ.er-Une A/lJpf 10 Strong, ringing bass and neutral tonality are plus points: treble is not the purest we've heard • • 283

a Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board • • 227
0 MonsterMCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a gocd foil to small speakers. Gocd mid and treble • • 280
rw M.'S?-.st Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament construction, low colouration, high res and suitable for exacting systems • • 278
a OED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with gocd imaging - a budget bargain • \ • 276
B OED X Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems • • 234
rw ' lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round • • : 241

van den Hui The Bridge 6 Lively, energetic and possessed of fine midrange detail and imaging • • 277
osi Spellbinder 5.50 Sold off the reel, this entry-level cable is a surprisingly purist performer, lean yet powertul, with good detail resolution. • • ' 267

a inn /b Terra5 5 Deep powerful bass, clear treble and very solid imaging add up to above-class performance • • 261
□ Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight • • 248
a Wn ■ -ûi । Oasis 5 Biwire 38 Tu.ll•bociied and precise sound across the board - an excellent pertormer in bi-wire or single-wire mode • • 1 262

41^'1 STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands lo conducl the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, O - optical.
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated. awards 2006 | HI-FI CHOICE 129



SERIOUS 

CVRUS 

SPECIAL 

OFFERS •• 
Call today, whilst 

stock lasts.......

..... P.J.hi-fi
The only real hi-fi shop in Guilfordj

Guildford's only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GUI 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801 and 01483 304756

www.pjhifi.co.uk email: info@pjhifi.co.uk.
II................1t's h" f" for fun's soke........ II
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE

STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment racks and speaker stands

If you want to get the most from your source and amp components, 
it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated 
equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold

hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound

16,14.560
16.5,1856

60,50

17,20
61 15, 20

3 280

18,15
17,15
15,21

62
61

61
63

WIRE.ORLD
C^fl1. TCC HMDLÖOY

because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne 
vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a 
pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standrnount' speakers, it's important to place 
them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [eg] EDITOR'S CHOICE
EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports
BADGE? PROOUCT

Alphason A5-G
Atacama Equinox 

@ Audiophile Base
Avid lsoschelf

_! Cleanlight Audio Aspekt

£ COMMENTS

399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail
280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept
615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade

1,100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up
650 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value

Custom Design Icon Signature 330 Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively
LJ Custom Design Icon 400
□ 
□
@

□

600 Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack
Custom Design Concept 400 700
Custom Design Vantige
Partington Minim
Nairn Fraim

449
Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 
'Acoustic Aluminium' shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction: just a shade bright

389 Looks good, sounds good and is impressively flexible to boot
1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility

Quadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 
Sound Organisation 2560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Well balanced and under 200 quid!

@ Townshend VS:OS 1,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

Olir* favourite □ bestbuy ® editor s choice

SPEAKER STANDS
SPECIFICATIONS

1 SPECIFICATIONS :

HEIGHT CM)
TOP PLATE SIZE (CM)

ISSUE NUMBER SHELF TYPE 
NUMBER OF SHELVESWELDED

80 66,46 5 Glass 247
81 50,50 4 Glass 217
82 43 4 MDF 193

87.5 48 5 MDF 193
75 53.5,45 4 MDF 217
75 56,37 4 Glass 286
75 57, 41 5 Glass 263
74 48,40 4 Metal 247
62 49,44 ■ Metal 271
75 45,36 : Glass 261
96 45,34 : Glass 232

51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217
68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240
92 50,40 5 Glass 217
76 35,50 ; Glass 273

Speaker stands
BADGE'

@ 

@ 

□
@ 

@

E

PROOUCT

Alphason Aragon AG60
Custom Design RS300
Custom Design S0404 
hne Cableway
Kudos S50
Partington Ansa 60 
Partington Dreadnought BS
Russ Andrews Torlyte

IUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY

a COMMENTS

80 Good separation and imaging, with just a little coloration and bass looseness

1
i 5 

m 8

280
110
200
395
159
99

249
299

An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price 
Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small 
Looks great. sounds great, so start saving । Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 
Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 
Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent
The Dreadnought Broadside is a superb stand for high-class standmount speakers - and it looks great too' 

Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too
HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single figures indicate a square plattorm

WELDED As opposed to boll-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of

SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plattorm. Single figures indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates.
FILLABLE The stand can be massloaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand

WireWorld covers all home theatre and music system 
applications with cables that utilise the finest materials 

and connectors available at each price level.

The combination of these features and the unique ability 
of the Symmetricoax™ cable design to minimise 

electromagnetic losses, produce cables of superior 
performance and value.

281
283
220
220

4 232
5 261

The world's leading Audio & Video cables

Tel: 020 8991 9200

lnfo@wireworldaudio.co.uk 
www.wlreworldaudlo.co.uk
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HI-FI CHOICE

AWARDS
2008

AWARD WINNERSTHE BEST OF THE HI-FI CHOICE AWARD WINNERS 
ON SALE IN-STORE AND ONLINE NOW.
SEE WWW.SUPERH.CQ.UK/AWARDS2006

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTSAcoustic Energy, Apollo, Arcam. Onkyo, Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro- many more top brands.Archos. Audiolab. B&W, Creative. Ject, Pure, Q Acoustics, QED, Quad, Not all products are available fromCreek. Denon. Elac. Epos, Grado. Rotel. Sennheiser. Sony. Sound all outlets: please call. 01 checkHumdx, iRiver, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Organisation, Soundstyle, Tannoy, online at www.superfi.co.ukMission. MJ Acoustics, NAD, Topfield, Wharfedale, Yamaha and Superfi
CD/HO RECORDER AND
NETWORK RECEIVER
HERMSTEDT
HIFIDEUO PRO
• 160GB Hard Disk & CD recorder
• Media streaming from PCs via 

wired or wireless network
• Internet Radio
• £699.95 (Was £849.95, Save £150)

K/RfVR^WCE 
MONEER

MULTIFONT DVD PLAYER
PIONEER DV989AV
• Multi-region, multi-format playback
• Reference performance and specification
• £799.95

HEADPHONES
G^^O SR3K/i

£799”
WAS £849.95 
SAVE £150.00

QUAD 21L SPEAKERS
• Beautiful, high-gloss

JULY 2005

• Open backfor a 
wide soundstage 
and an aiiy, 
spacious sound

• £2^.95 {Was 
£309.95, Save 
£100)

CD AND HARD DISK RECORDER
Y^^M CDRHD150

DABTUNER
DENON 
TU1^DAB• 25oGB HDfor 375 hours of CD a u. ।: i ty music 

• Edit and burn your own compilations to CD

•

TURNTABLE

DECEMBER 2005

HOME CINEMA
QUADLCERME

STAND-MOUNT SPEAKERS 
EPOSM12.2
■ Real wood veneer in 

a choice of finishes^^^^^^^
■ £449-95

FLOOR STANDING SPEAKERS

GOLDRING GR2
• 7x8owatts
• Automatic microphone calibration
■ £249.95 Was £329.95, Save £80

WAS £329.95 
SAVE £80.00

•

DAB.FM& 
MW rK/eption 
RDS&DAB 
teTW seRMices 
£199-95 (Was
£249.95, Save £50)

AV RECEIVER
DENON AVR1906

£24995

• Real wood maple or rosewood veneer
• At last an affordable, handsome, 

high-quality centre speaker
• £179.95 (Was £349.95, Save £170)

AV RECEIVER
K/TW

SRMDA12TEES

Q ACOUSTICS 1050

• HDMI switching
• 7xioowatts
• £399.95 *****

K/TWER 2TE

•

5 REASONS TO CHæSE SUPERFI FIND US NEAR YOU - EACH OF OUR BRANCHES HAVE EXCELLENT DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES
0% credit availableAsk in-store for details and a quotation
Free parkingSee www.superfi.co.uk/ freeparking for details
Official UK modelsFully-guaranteed, genuine
UK products

Latest technologySophisticated HD recorders, multi-region DVD, MP3, DAB, Freeview PVRs-all available to demonstrate
Real HiFiQuality turntables, CD players, hi-fi amplifiers and speakers always in stock and available to demonstrate

Birmingham67 Smallbrook, Q'way 0121 631 2675 ~
Coventry2 Corporation St024 7622 3254
Derby*22 Sadler Gate01332 360303

Lincoln271a High St01522 510265
London*2-4 Camden High St 02073881300
Manchester*
54 Bridge St0161 8351156

Nottingham15 Market St0115 941 2137
Stockport68-70 Lower Hillgate0161 429 9080
Stoke on Trent51 Piccadilly, Hanley01782 265010

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 
0800 7317811
BUY ONLINE NOW 
^WW.SUPERR.CO.lM

'Portable Media Centre

http://WWW.SUPERH.CQ.UK/AWARDS2006
http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.co.uk/
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TECHNICAL & DESCRIPTIVE TERMS BUYER’S BIBLE

GLOSSARY
TECHNICAL TERMS
5.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels, typically front leh and right, 

centre, surround left and right, and LFE 

{Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - 'low bass' refers to the 

bonom octave {20-40Hz), 'mid-bass' the 

middle octave {40-80Hz) and 'upper 
bass' the top octave {80-160Hz). 

BI-AMP {sometimes tri-amp). 

Loudspeakers equipped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate {matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 

Loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each drive unit can be 

driven by separate cable runs between 

the amp and each driver.

CD^R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised.

CD-RW Re-writab!e or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

amplifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time. 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion, while Class B 

tends to generate less heat.
CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a watt 

and Class 8 thereafter.

CLIPPING An amplifier's output 

waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

available to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 

used to generate a timing reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc.

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 

network which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power amplifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 

various drive units.

DAB {digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in the 

217.5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming.

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter. 
The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform.

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX 

where side and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 

to DO that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix.

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD {direct stream digital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over 1OOkHz and a dynamic 

range over 120dB. lt has over four times 

the data capacity of CD.

DSP {digital signal processor). Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams, ln 5.1 processors, it 

separates the eft from right and front 

from rear, while managing the various 

bass options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4:1 

compression ratio that. ostensibly, 

promises higher quality.

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit dcfynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connection that uses an eleancal cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

(AES/EBU') interface.

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probably have rather more to 

do with the 'peisonality' of CD player 

sound than most other fadors.

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce.

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

driving it.

JITTER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by imprecision in the 

clock, used to regulate the conversion of 

data into analogue audio.

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount. the 

bener the quality.

LINE LEVEL Pradically every modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

1-2V referred to as 'line level' . It follows 

that al. inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input !evel 

and are thus interchangeable.

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

{density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a complex 

psycho-acoustical model that predicts 

what s, and what is not, 'audible' within a 

sequence of music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

160Hz up to 3kHz.

MP3 {MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance {below 100 

ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 

most amplifiers, even with long 

interconnect cables.

PCM {pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 

is limited by the oversample and bit rates 

used - CD is 44. lkHz/16-bit while 

DVD-Ais capable of 192kHz/24-bit.

PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet.

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code.

SACD {Super Audio CD) was launched in 

1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 

on DSD coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is sliced up into 

discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44.1kHz or 

once every 0.02Jmsec. DVD will also 

support 48kHz and 96kHz.

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input. Expressed in decibels per wan {dB/ 

W), measured 1m from the speaker. 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes amplifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Select.

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer applications.

TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

solid state amplifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 

the audio band, ie above JkHz.

TWEETER Treble driver.

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 

can have more than two drive units.

WATTS {per channel) The wan is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amplifier output. 

WOOFER Bass driver

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS
AGGRESSIVE forward and bright 

sonic character'.

AMBIENCE The impression of an 

acoustical space, such as the 

performing hall in which a recording 

was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice{s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them.

ATTACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ability of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in music.

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel balance, the 

relative level of the left and right stereo 

channels.

BODY Fullness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audible cabinet resonances.

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper midrange/lower treble.

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 

follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is fundamental to high 

fidelity sound.

DEPTH {of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabiting a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate elements of 

the original sound and those which are 

the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 

which usually comes across as 

fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both large and small.

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 

distortion that generally enhances 

perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap'.
FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image projection.

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 

aggressive sound, a sense of the image 

being projected in front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound 

which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 

aggressive sound with a metallic 

tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive 

IMAGING sthAnu The sense that a 

voice ar instrument is hi a particular 

place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 

energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height and 

'air'. relates to clean upper midrange 

and treble.

PACE Often associated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of timing and beat. 

PRESENCE A sense of an 

instrument or voice occupying a 

place in the listening room.

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 

sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed 

and transient response can deliver 

the immediacy or 'snap' of live 
instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace gives the impression of being 

right on the money in its timing. 

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

sound.

THICK A lack of articulation and 

clarity in the bass.

THIN Bass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in 

tempo. See speed and pace.

TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 

percussive sound. Good transient 

response makes the sound as a 

whole more live and realistic.

TRANSPARENCY.TRANSPARENT 
A hear-through quality that is akin to 

clarity and reveals all aspects of 

detail.

TWEAK To tune a system or 

component in an attempt to get the 

best performance from it.

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

this process.

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited 

transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower 

midrange/upper bass

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underpinning produced by deep, 

controlled bass.

awards 2006 | HI-FI CHOICE 133



,——
Destination 01884 243 584

> Devons audio specialists for two-channel / home cinema

MC252
2 x 250 watts solid state 

power amplifier.

C2200
Amazing Valve preamplifier 

with superb phonostage.

MCD201
CD/SACD Player with 

volume control for direct 
connection to a Power Amp.

MCD1000
Advanced optomechanical 

design means its the last CD 
transport you will ever need.

MC2102
2 x 100 watts valve 

power amplifier.

MA2275
2 x 75 watts valve 

integrated amplifier 
with superb phonostage.

MA6300
2 x 100 watts integrated 

amplifier with superb 
phonostage.

MDA1000
DAC. 768 kHz Sampling 

rate with 7 digital inputs and 
volume control.

Full product range not shown. Finance available, subject to status. Call us for more details.

McIntosh produce reference products, which 
are admired, loved and cherished by people all 
over the world. It’s been the same for the last 55 
years...

browse
Open Monday - Saturday 
9am - 5pm

It’s beautiful - It’s state-of-the-art - It’s affordable.

It's waitin
what are you waiting for?

you at Audio Destination so SB'S

relax
sit back

listen
choose

simple

Audio Destination
Suite 7a Market Walk 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 6BL

info@audiodestination.cxj.uk
www.audiodestination.co.uk

mailto:info@audiodestination.cxj.uk
http://www.audiodestination.co.uk


Practical Hi-Fi Obsessive about hi-fi.
www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk

BADA

Y SMUwtita,
Hotei

October zoo&

BRITISH AUDIO-VISUAL 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

65 Bridge Street 88 Bridge Street 43 Friargate 81 Whitegate Drive 33/35 Knowsley St 84 Penny St
Manchester Warrington Preston Blackpool Bolton Lancaster
M3 3BQ WA1 2RF PR1 2 AT FY3 9DA BL1 2AS LA1 1XN
0161 839 8869 01925 632179 01772 883958 01253 300599 01204 395789 01524 39657

High End Cable
^^w.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880 
Free P&P Worldwide on all interconnects

stackable design • strong & durable • for 12" lp/ep/boxset

Abbey Road Cables 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecosse 
Nordost 
Oehlbach 
Stereovox
Tanney 
van den Hui 
Wyrewizzard

lso Tek Power Conditioners

Cable Tower

Clearlight Audio Cones 
Oehlbach Accessories

Stax Headphones 
Echo Busters 
Ayre CD - lsoTek CD 
Creek Phone Stages 
Lyra MC Cartridges 
Ortofon MC Cartridges 
Sumiko MC Cartridges

Second Hand 
XLR Cables 
DIN Cables 
Media Cables 
SCART Cables 
S Video Cables 
Jumper Cables 
HDMI Cables 
DVI Cables 
Digital Cables 
Sub Woofer Cables

CHORD
COMPANY

ECÛSSE

IscõTek

Cable Tower

A Sound QmnectMM»

ABBEY ROAD CABLE

N&RDOST

TOWNSM£NO auoio

Cable Burn In

Reference Cables include FREE Bum In

• to order callit i iho 0161IvUUv 8818112
intelligent vinyl storage
contemporary Ip cubes, ready made in natural 1 Smm mdf

48 hour delivery on orders of 4 cubes or more, otherwise £9.99.

http://www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk
w.highendcable.co.uk


shadow audio
20 - 22 Cadham Centre 
Glenrothes KY7 6RU, Scotland
tel: 01592 744 779 | fax: 01592 744 710
info@shadowaudio.co.uk
www.shadowaudio.co.uk

"subject to conditions

The finest selection of Hi-Fi Products 
in the UK, all under one roof:
ART Audio, ART Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Aurum Cantus, 
Audio Zone, Audio Physic, Audionet, ATC, AVI, Belcanto, Black 
Rhodium, Blue Note, Bryston, CEC, Custom Design, Croft, DK 
Design, EAR/Yoshino, Eastern Electric, GamuT, Goldring, Graaf, 
Hovland, Hyperion, IsoTek, JAS Audio, JungSon, Lumley, Manley 
Labs, Marantz, McIntosh, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Musical 
First, Nordost Opera, Origin Live, Ortofon, Pass Labs, Pathos, 
PMC, Project QED, Qinpu, Ref 3a, Resolution, Roksan, Shanling, 
Soundstyle, Stello, TacT Audio, Triangle, Trichord, Townshend Audio, 
Unison Research, Wadia, Whest, Wilson Benesch, Vertex AQ, VPI and 
many more.

3O-day money free next day UK
back guarantee* V-/ delivery. Mon - Fri*

free mains 
cord* • free intercnt 

cable*
free speaker 
cable*

■DKM

*

The Reference CDSOO CD Player and Reference 
ASOO Amplifier from Shanling are finally here. 
Shanling wanted to make a true statement 
with these flagship products, not just sonically 
but visually as well. We think they have and 
even more impressive is the sheer value-for- 
money. Musically they challenge products at 
twice the price! Available - now.

Musical Fidelity products definitely have that X-Factor 
and none more so than the brand new X-Series.

New styling -beautiful, advanced design and state- 
of-the-art i! । c. • i. give a performance comparable 
to products costing many times more. Should the 
competition be worried -definitely!
Available -now.

11 Perhaps there are still some undiscovered 
s^secrets to mains filtration, but as things stand 
the benefit are considerable and the value 
ofthis unit is not hard to confirm. II

IsoTek Sigmas
Hi-Fi Choice, October 2006

HFC11/Û6

Not only do you have the chance to win 
something nice but you’ll receive our free 
Newsletter, which tells you about all the latest 
products. There will also be special offers 
exclusive only to Newsletter Subscribers 
so sign-up to day and join the hundreds of 
existing members. lOk

Sign-up to the FREE Shadow Audio Newsletter 
and each month (end) we will choose a 
subscriber at random and send them a little 
gift! Winners will be posted on the Home Page 
of our Web Site and contacted by email.

a product could be described as a gift 
icians, a gift to music - the Stratosphere 
be that product. A reference turntable 
respect. We love it! Available - now.

You’ll find the subscribe option on the home 
page of pur web site: .

All that liear tlie Stratosphere fall in love witli 
theincredible ease »and ‘naturalness in whicli 
it plays music. All those that see it fall in love 
immediately with it’s beautiful looks.

We know Christmas is 
a little way off but...

products that has a real presence - even 
when it’s not spinning records.

Remember to sign-up on the web site for our newsletter (free) - delivered straight to your Inbox:)

mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk


go the distance? 
ay money back*)

Many customers would like to come and see us 
but they are just to far away... the solution: 
Money Back Scheme'1

■'s

Ws

Nordost 
Valhalla 
(we supply 
the complete 
range of 
Nordost 
Cables)

Look out for these special red symbols next to some of our used/pre-owned items. You will only 
find these special symbols by visiting the used section on the Shadow Audio Web Site.

Chris Thomas
Hi>Fi+Issue 42

Manley Labs build products with a love and passion 
that is nothing short of inspiring...

R

Retro looks maybe... stunning 
sound definitely!
The Manley Labs range has won so many awards that 
there simply isn't enough room to list them all here!

Best Part-Exchange 
Prices anywhere
Visit www.shadowaudio.co.uk. Don't forget our 
classified listing at the back of this magazine!

o 0

*

Products from £100 - £50,000 • Systems from £2,000 - £250,000 • Expert Consultation

With REFl ^OO in your system it will sound lite 
you are connected di^rtly to the music source. 
One word - stunning!

(FREE) 
Shadow Audio 
Newsletter
To receive our Newsletter visit 
www.shadowaudio.co.uk and sign 
up today. Remember its free!

New ATC Range is set 
to challenge the very 
best...
New Speaker series from ATC. 
We love the new look. A new 
soft dome tweeter is used and its 
all change on the inside as well. 
Stylish monitor loudspeakers with 
a pedigree sound to match!
(SCM 7,11,19 and 40)

MiniMax Valve CD Player 
" For what it costs, this player is 
no less than brilliant; it's a fantastic 
'do-it-all' package that delivers 
swingeing body blows to all other 
machines here in the midband."

“With heavyweight 
construction and 
veneer, this is a classic, 
friendly ATC design for th
home. If you want to hear 
nuts and bolts of 
favourite discs and are 
prepared to cope with 
shortcomings, its ni 
unbeatable, 
ATCSCM19 
Hi-Fi Choice

The end result? Hi-Fi that really does stimulate the 
senses!

NEW! Don't be fooled by 
the price - kWSSO will 
take on the very best! 
Don't be roied by the kWSSO's competitive 
price. If you want value for your hard earned 
cash as a opposed to a very expensive brand 
name trophy then the kW550 is 
worthy of very close examination.

A winning formula...
For more than 55 years, they have earned 
a supreme reputation for performance 
and reliability. The exceptional longevity 
of Mcintosh products owes to a design 
philosophy established with the very first 
Mcintosh amp: that every component will 
be created with capacity so great that it will 
never be operated at or near its stress point.

JAS Audio Orsa
" In some ways it always feels more 
rewarding to review a product that 
punches above its weight and this 
is a special little speaker that sets a 
price/performance yardstick that is 
hard to beat."

XgcovgZ

Give your sspeakers a pair oftthesee!
The Bet Canto REFl OTO represen tsthe summit 
of audio amplifier performance with over 1 (OO 
watts of low-distortion, wide-band power 
available, fully regulated switching power 
supply, true balanced operation, 2 ohm drive 
and 120dB of dynamic range capability.

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
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Anthony Gallo 
Audio Pro 
Arcam 
Cineve rsum 
Crystalio 
DVDO 
Fujitsu 
Genelec 
Lexicon 
Lumagen 
M&K 
Onkyo 
Panasonic 
Parasound 
Pioneer 
Primare 
Quad 
Sim2 
Sharp 
Tannoy 
ThemeScene 
Velodyne 
Vidikron 
Yamaha

• Home Cinema Sales and Custom Installation
• System Design and Consultancy Services
• Wide Range of Award-Winning Audiovisual Products
• Latest True HD (1080p) Displays and Video Processors
• Traditional & Contemporary Handmade Furniture

■
01892 861 730

. progressive-av

- : 
j

Award Winning Retailers...

tickers Hi-Fi
Micheff 

M. J. ACO 

Monitor 

Mordau 

NAD 

Nordost 

Origin Live 

Ortofon 

Pathos 

Pickering 

Primäre

Pro-Ac

Project 

QUAD

Roksan

Shanling

SME

Stands Uniquel

Sugden

Tannoy

TEAC

Trichord

Unison Resel

Van Den Hui

Wharfedale

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists
► Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
► Widest choice in the area ► Independent advice
► Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
► Over 35yrs experience ► Qualified staff
► Comfortable dem rooms ► Superb showrooms
► Main road location ► Major car parks nearby
► Insurance estimates ► Service Dept.
► Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
► Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status

► Delivery & installation
► Part Exchange
► Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
► Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

Tel: 01904 629659

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
Yamaha

& Lots more in high fidelity sound reproduction - since 1961

http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
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IAN HARRISON HIFI

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GO, UK. 
Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

audio cinema

Cornwall's Specialist 
Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

Multiroom Retailer 
Custom Installer

STOCKISTS OF: 
ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO 

BEYER • DYNAMIC • GRAFF 
FOCAL-JIM- LAB - INFOCUS PROJECTORS 

LEXICON • NAO-AUDIO 
MUSICAL FIDELITY • NORDOST CABLES 
PROJECT TURNTABLES - PARASOUND 

PHILOSOPHY CABLES • PRIMARE • REVEL 
REVOLVER • ROKSAN • RUSS SOUND 

SHANLING - STANDS UNIQUE 
SPEAKERCRAFT - TRI-ANGLE • TEAC 

UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER LOUDSPEAKERS - VAN DEN 
HULL CABLES • AND MANY MORE 

call: 0870 458 4438
or visit: 

www.audio-cinema—co .uk 
Callywith Gate Industrial Estate 

Launceston Road 
Bodmin 

Cornwall 
PL31 2RO

SALE NOW ON!
Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi 

for 17 years
Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME, 

Hadcock, Transfiguration, Oenon, Koetsu, 
Trichord, EAR, Tom Evans, Stax, Harbeth, 

Epos, Gamut, Graaf, Sumiko Ortofon, 
Creek, Van den Hui and many more.

All goods are brand new and fully 
guaranteed. Goods are not supplied on 

approval. Free UK delivery.

ORANGES & 
LEMONS

020 7924 2040
www.oandlhifi.co. uk

6 t Wchhs Road. Battcrsca SW II 6RX
email: orangesJenions@‘irgm.net

CEDIA

ue Seduction (Tel: +44(0) 1733 
turntables and high precision hi-fi related essential. 344768

audiobof f s
For fine two way audio Avid , Ayre, Cartridge-Man, Creek Audio, Chapter Audio, Clearaudio, Clearlighl Audio, Chord Elecirpnics, Chord Company, 

Dynavector, Ecosse Reference, Epos, Graham, Graham Slee, Hadcock, lsotek, Lyra, Michell Engineering, Merlin Cables. 
Roksan. Rothwell Audio, Nordost, Origin live, Oracle, Onofon, Project, SME, Stax, Sumiko, Sugden, Trichord Research, 

Usher Audio, VPI, Whest Audio, Wilson Benesch
Please visit our website to browse or purchase some of our turntable setup tools and essentials, that 

are not easily available elsewhere.

T: 01733 344768 W: www.analogueseduction.net

338 Shenley Road
Boreham wood
Herts VVD6 1TP

Tel/Fax 020 8177 4095
Email: info@audiobofTs.co.uk audio

Demonstrations 
by appointment 
Mon- Sat.
Eves & Suns by 
arrangement

Parking facilities

Bel Canto 
Monopulse 
Audiophysics 
Viola 
Analysis Plus 
Solid Tech 
And more...

A New Dawn for Naim and Tom Tom Audio...

... the only dealer in the world specialising 
purely in these world class products

Extensive selection ccuneN Nairn Audio product 
range on demonstration and the largest stock of 
pre-loved Nano Audio equipment on the planet

• Part exchanges very welcome
• Friendly help and advice

Tel • St Albans 01727 86 86 59 fonT
New!

Naim Audio Parts & Accessories Online Shop 
See ^ww.tomtomaudio.com for details

http://www.oandlhifi.co
%25e2%2580%2598irgm.net
http://www.analogueseduction.net
mailto:info@audiobofTs.co.uk
ww.tomtomaudio.com
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RÉVÔX
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Ph e r r I e C H N O ■_ 
TTl House, Sheeptick End, Near Lidli 
Telephone 01525 841999

HI-FI
13ADAAS MX» A TÜV.
the symbol of security

reVox
SERVICE

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

g"t:on. Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF 
Facsimile 01525 841009

sound Cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457928

CREEK EPOS

I^^^Al.D> ^W^^^SHORT
NAD ^ ^^
fB.

FREE PARKING TUE-SAT 10-5.30PM 
"t:W.SOUNDCINERGY.CO.UK

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream 
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer-, 

Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharf dale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha.
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30
www.musicmatters.co.uk

CEDIA

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL 

TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3298

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 
WEST MIDLANDS B92 8JL 

TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 02«

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 
WEST MIDLANDS DY81AB 

TEL: 01"t:4 Tr4184 FAX: 01354 4Tr9VV

10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTION COLDFIELD, 
WEST MIDLANDS B73 5TD 

TEL: 0121 3542311 FAX:01213541933

34 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HA5 4HR 

TEL: 020 5420 1925 FAX: 020 8420 1928

^ O'Brien Hi-Fi •
ARCAYDIS • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA • AVID • BEYER • CABLETAlK • CHORD • 
CREEK • DIAPASON • DYNAVECTOR • EPOS • GOLDRING • JAOIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MOON • NAO • NAIM • 
ONKYO • OPERA • OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM • OED • REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • 
SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • ORIGIN LIVE • 
TRIANGLE^WATERFALL^WILSON

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment • Details on Request

ATCSIA2 amplifier(shl)
Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (slh)
Elposure3010 amp{ex-demo)
GarrardZerolM)S(78rpm)(^)
KrdI KAVJOi (s.1)
MartinloganAeriusl(shl)
MartinloganAeon{shl)porfeci
Monrio Asty amp (ex-demo) black
Moon 508-0 [3) (mlemo)
Moon Equinox {ex«mo)
Moon{iS) amplifter(ex-Oemo)
Moon Orion COOYD (ex«mo)
MusicalFdelityTltuoo(S'h)

Was 

"t: 
£595 

£1000

Now 

£1150 
£350 

£7749 
£TS

"t:
£H150

£450
£1550
£1950
"t: 
£2859
£5Tr

^750 
A"t:
Tr 
£895 

£1650 

£2150 
C1450

£35

NA0n60
Oni..ariousmodels
Onix A60MK11 (new)
Onix A120MK11 (new)
Prologue3and5(ex-Oemo)
RELStrataST111(slh) 
SonusFaberOomus sub(ex-demo) 
Sugden Masterclass CO (new) 
Sugden Masterciass Ampiifier (new) 
Theta Data 11 CO (new mmech)
Theta 0ataBasic11+ProPrime(shl))

Was Now
Ofere 

please enquire
£795 
£995 

£1898 

£700
£1290 

£2700
£31150 
£15M

£495 
£1600
£295 
£995
"t: 
£2250

£600 

£699
Waterfall Iguascu(ex-Oemo) Now pii<e chan"t:to£995

. SSHf1
COPLAND KRELL

0% Instant Finance Available - Written details on request 
Demonstration room • Free car parking • Major Credit Cards 

Personal Export • Mail Order • Installation Service • Repair facilities 
• 5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo

• 5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 8282 exit) • 25 mins M25 June 10

60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com 

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday

E M V

25 Years of Audio Visual Perfection J i < 
152a HIGH STREET BLOXWICH WALSALL ;

Late night Thursday 9am - 7pm

01922 493499
www.soundacademy.co.uk

llULTIROOllAUDIO, VIDBOSATELITTE 
ANDltFDISTltl8UTIQNFORSOUNDANDSClfMN

www.avihifi.com
AVILtd.

Tel: 01453 752656 
www.avihifi.com 

sales@avihifi.co.uk
8-10,000 people visit this site each month, 

because it's worth a visit!!

The new Rega Saturn CD player, 
next year's gold award winner. 
Hear the future today at..

.... www.sou ndga 1 lery.co. u k

The Sound Gallery
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks.
01 4 9 4531 682

t:W.SOUNDCINERGY.CO.UK
http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.soundacademy.co.uk
http://www.avihifi.com
http://www.avihifi.com
mailto:sales@avihifi.co.uk
http://www.sou
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Is This Your Problem?

Loud

Here's Your
Answer

i - m-«ta ríüíiu - íiwUsí

Too Loud Way Too Loud

himself, 
éeww-ë öl 
ímííàn&nè!

the a common problem. The uaable range on the 
volume control la all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low llstenlng levela la either difficult 
or Imponlble. TOe nolee floor may be audible too. 
There fe now a almple and effective aolutlon • the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators. They can he used 
with pre/power or Integrated ampa to cure 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
henefits even with the moat expenalve aqul

The cost le only £39 per pair deliw—. To order, cell

01204 366133 or vielt www.rothwellaudloproducts.co.uk
Excellent ne view In HI-FI Cbe«, Hre/ Woaq, HI-FI Plua, What Hl^l and ^^w.tnt^udloo.com

it. :

pelandchapel.co.uk/cubes

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind . . .
Arcam, ATC, B & W, Denon, Kef, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mitchell, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 
Yamaha and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ...

M ANDERS
'——-—-Hl-FS LTthe

SATELLITE SALES

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

www.hifichoice.co. uk

Noteworthy Audio
The Denon DL-103 Moving Coil cartridge is a true classic, not just 
because its been in production since 1963 but because it still offers a 
performance to rival designs costing much more than its low £100 
price tag would suggest. Also now in the DL-103R version: £200

Audio Note Io 1 MC cartridge. Surely one of the best cartridges in
existence, the Io uses Alnico magnets and pure silver coils to 
extract everything from your LP’s in the most musical way 
possible: £1,595.

Bewitch A30 integrated amplifier uses 6550 output valves in 
an ultra-linear pure class A push pull design producing 30 
glorious watts per channel.
We feel this amplifiers sound redefines what’s possible at this 
price point and we’re convinced it will become the benchmark 
that all others will be judged by: £1,000

Music first Audio TVC pre amplifier Instead of using resistors 
to control the volume the TVC uses stepped transformers. In
credible transparency without any of the dynamic 
compression found in conventional passive preamplifiers. 
Copper wired version: £1,500. All silver wired. £2,750.

The Nottingham Analogue Dais turntable is the result of many 
years of research by the companies founder. Tom Fletcher. In 
our opinion it offers unmatched performance at its £3,519 
price level It’s pictured here with the 12” Nottingham Ana
logue Ace Space tonearm which costs £710.

J.C. Verdier Platine This spectacular turntable uses a high mass 
platter suspended by magnetic repulsion and an externally 
housed high quality DC motor. Its performance is as magnificent 
as its appearance suggests, offering a completely stable basis 
for the finest arms and cartridges. Prices start from £5,000.

Note products PhoNote uses an all triode valve audio circuit 
with short signal paths, low output impedance and no global 
feedback. The result is an exceptionally low noise design with 
breathtaking clarity and musical involvement. The MM 
version costs £1,500, the MC version £1,750.

Audion Silver Note One This is a specially commissioned 
amplifier exclusive to Noteworthy Audio. It uses a single 2A3 
directly heated triode per channel in an ultra purist single ended 

zero feedback design. It produces 3.7 of the finest watts 
available, if you have high efficiency speakers you need to hear 
this remarkable amplifier: £2,500

The Usher CP6371 offer astonishing value for money. These very sub
stantial speakers (they weigh 60kg each) and cost only £2,000 for a pair. 
A pair of wonderfully natural sounding carbon fibre filled paper cones are 
used in a two way configuration with a 1" soft dome tweeter covering the 
high frequencies. Their sound is potent yet not overblown, and the very 
rigid boxes mean that cabinet colouration is extremely low.

The Avantgarde Duo’s use horns for the high and mid frequencies and as 
a result offer 104dB sensitivity They produce all the speed and dynamics 
you’d expect from such a design and are effortlessly musical.
These speakers really do have the most astonishing mid band 
performance, if you in the market for a pair of speakers at this £9,995 price 
point then you really must hear them

The Something Solid XR has become our reference equipment sup
port, its novel use of balsa end grain shelves and tensioned shelf 
suspension give it a neutral presentation that lets equipment perform 
without added artifice 4 tier version available from £600. 
‘Economy’ EXR version also now available from just £300

CEC TL-51X this top loading transport is something rather 
special Its novel design uses a belt drive (rather than the 
more common direct drive) to spin the disc. It produces a 
sound which is incredibly effortless, with tremendous reso
lution of acoustics and space: £1,200

Consonance CD2.2 Linear This wonderful filterless CD 
player uses a 6H30 triode in its output stage. It produces 
the characteristically wide dynamic range of a filterless 
design, capturing great speed and energy on all CD’s. 
Surely the most involving player at its £1,395 price.

www.noteworth vaudio. co.uk
hi-fi by enthusiasts

36 Buckin uham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2LH. Tel: 01296 422224

www.hfc.co.uk

http://www.rothwellaudloproducts.co.uk
udloo.com
pelandchapel.co.uk/cubes
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.hifichoice.co
http://www.noteworth
co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk
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30 HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER, KENT, MEI l LO - 01634 890037 
^ww. rochesterhi-fi. co. uk

ADVANTAGE, ARCAM, ATACAMA, AUDION, AVI, BASE, CHORD, CAIRN, CLEARAUDIO, 
CREEK, CYMBOL, DALi, EPOS, EXPOSURE, JMLAB, GAMUT, GOLDRING, GRADIENT, 

GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO, HADCOCK, NAO, NOTIINGHAM ANALOGUE, 
NU FORCE, OPTIMUM, ORIGIN LIVE, PARTINGTON, PIEGA, PURE, QUADRASPIRE, 

RENAISSANCE, SENNHEISER, STELLO, STIRLING, LS35/a, TANNOY, TIVOLI, 
TRANSFIGURATION, USHER, VIVID.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR EXDEM OFFERS

A wide range ;
of Specialist Brands
Custom multi-room installation projects
Prices to suit all budgets 
Plasma/LCD lV's & Projectors 
Comfortable demonstration facilities

Stockists of: 'Ckn ; .
BOSt^ G^^US Better sound through research. ।" rrr —f

& many other high quality audio/visual brands

4 Cross Church St. Huddersfield
glM Tel: 01484 544668

t® I BjSB 3-5 King Cross St. Halifax

Tel: 01422 366832

www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk

HI-FI AND HOME 
CINEMA SPECIALISTS

www.hfc.co.uk

for all fVæ laten- 
lovely V>i-ft mew$ fror* 

r^amvfacturerf, «Kn-ri^vtorf 
am<J <lea|er$ vi$»f: 

WVVW.Pre$5t>|og.me+

’ for jujf a few pemmiej you 
cam acid your owr lovely mewf 
fo pr^nblog. com+acf dale ujimg 

fbe de+ailj telow:

f; +44 05600 757 4n 
+44 OH?? 6?????

e: puklijK^prejjtlog.mef

http://www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk


ANTHONY GALLO
ACOUS TICS

The new Reference 3
with CDT IITweeter Technology

Anthony Gallo isn't one to follow the crowd, a characteristic he shares 
with the people who buy his loudspeakers.

His latest speaker design, the Reference 3, is rewriting the price 
versus performance equation. So much so in fact that influential U.S 
publication The Absolute Sound have bestowed on it their ultimate 
honour - product of the year.

A

“Gallo’s Reference 3’s are rewriting the book on value in high-end 
loudspeakers, making accessible a level of performance that might 
previously have been far beyond the reach of most of us.” 
The Absolute Sound

For further information or to locate your nearest 
dealer, please visit our website

www.anthonygallo.co.uk
tel. 0870 350 1348

■ '

nonconformist
adj. an individual who does not comply with conventional norms or socially approved patterns if behavior or thought

Reference 3 - Stainless Steel 
suggested price £2400 per pair

http://www.anthonygallo.co.uk
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DEALER
DIRECTORY Choosing a good hifi dealer is the most 

vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 

www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227.

All that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Amphion, Arcam, 

ART, Audiolab, Ayre, B&W Nautilus. Classe, Focal. 

JM Lab, Michell Engineering, Monitor Audio, Nairn 

Audio, Primare, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Rotel, 

Spendor, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia. We offer friendly, 

helpful advice, interest-free credit and 

trade-in facilities. and deliver and install systems 

through Cheshire, Merseyside and North Wales. 

Open Tues. • Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement.

AUDIO COUNSEL, 26 High Street, Cheadle, 

Cheshire, SK8 !AL. Tel: 0161 491 6090.

Stockists of Arcam, Rega, Nairn, Rotal, Royd, Denon, 

Yamaha, Quad, B&W, NAD and more. Agencies to 

Fugitsu, Sanyo and Sellec. We offer extensive knowl

edge and experience with high quality demo rooms 

for both hi-fl and AV Major credit cards accepted 

and interest free credit available.

Open Tuesday • SaturdaylO • 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

CORNWALL

AUDIO AND CINEMA,

Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Retailer;

Custom Installer.

Callywith Gate Industrial Estate,

Launceston Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2RQ

Call: 0870 458 4438 or visit:

www.audio-cinema.co.uk

...STOCKISTS OF...ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO

Members of the British Audio dealers 
Association are able to offer:

• Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address

• low cost five year guarantee option
• proper demonstration facilities
• seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer's advice is taken 
on product selection

• fully guaranteed service work
• customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems

• BEYER DYNAMIC • GRAFF • FOCAUIMLAB

• INFOCUS PROJECTORS • LEXICON

• NAO-AUDIO • MUSICAL FEDELITY

• NORDOSTCABLES • PROJECT TURNTABLES

• PARASOUND • PHILOSOPHY CABLES

• PRIMARE • REVEL • REVOLVER • ROKSAN

• RUSS SOUND • SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE

• SPEAKERCRAFT • TRIANGLE • TEAC

• UNISON RESEARCH • USHER LOUDSPEAKERS

• VAN DEN - HUL CABLES • AND MANY MORE

DONCASTER

THE HHI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield 

Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 ?EU. Tel: 01302 

727274/ 72 5550, fax: 01302 7 27274.

Email: info®thehifistudios .freeserve.co.uk.

Web: thehifistudios.co.uk

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room experts. 

Musical Fidelity, Tag Mclaren,Wadia, Anthony 

Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, 

Impulse Horns. Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAD, 

Michell Turntables. Audio Analogue, Living 

Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics, 

Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, 

Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, 

REL Subwoofers. Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Denon 

Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and 

demonstration by appointment. Home trials and 

free installation on hi-fi equipment Credit card and 

finance facilities. Phone for more information. 

l0am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, lOam^Spm Sat.

Closed Sunday & Monday.

For more information contact

BADA on

S 0870 126 9137

Lj^BADA
PITlSHAOOWW^
the symbol or security
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HERTFORDSHIRE

AUDIOBOFFS, 338 Shenley Road 

Borehamwood Herts WD6 1TP 

Tel/Fax 020 8177 4095 

Email: info@audioboffs.co.uk

Specialists in hne two way audio, dealing in 

Bel Canto, Audiophysics. Monopulse, Viola, 

Analysis. Solid Tech and more...

Audio enthusiasts constantly seeking to provide 

the hnest in musical equipment.

Residential demonstration facilities.

No pressure' Relaxed, friendly atmosphere.

Demonstrations by appointment Mon-Sat.

Eves & Suns by arrangement. Home 

demonstrations possible. Parking. Facilities.

LEICESTERSHIRE

(DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 

Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, 

LE16 7NL 01858 432999

Leicestershire’s freshest hi-fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expect in an 

environment that will excite you.

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilities, comfy chairs, and cofee!

We get exceptional results from Arcam, Arcam FMJ, 

Art Loudspeakers, Beyerdynamic, Chord Cables, 

DNM Cables, Exposure, FocalJMLab, Infocus, 

Isoblue, Kube Design, Loewe televisions, Merlin 

Cables, NAD, Nottingham Analogue Studio, Opera 

Loudspeakers, Partington, Pathos, PMC, ProAC, 

Pro-Ject, Pure, Quadraspire, REL, Sennheiser, Screen 

Int, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, and Unison Research. 

i|||are open Tuesday - Saturday 8.30 - 5.30 

and by arrangement

Free parking outside the courtyard.

All normal methods of payment accepted.

01858 432999

^WWDIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK, 

INFO®DMNEAUDIO.CO.UK

LIVERPOOL

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel:

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

LONDON

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 

North Road, London Nl Tel: 020 7226 5SOO. 

www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the 5 best hi-fi shops 

in the world' Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, 

and more... Home cinema and whole house custom 

installed solutions. free parking, 4 demo rooms. 

service dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment.

h*™
I NFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames. 

Surrey, KT! 4DA. Tel: 020 8943 3530 

www.infldelity.co.uk

Inndelity • Indecently good Hi-Fi, cinema and home 

integration solutions. Advice and after sales service 

from an independent dealer. Build your system 

from our selection of truly excellent equipment 

- from the likes of Arcam, B&W, Chord Co.,Classe, 

ClearAudio, .Dynavector, Fujtsu, Focal JM Lab, Linn, 

M&K, Nairn Audio, PMC, Pioneer plasma, Rega, 

Roksan, Rotel, Sim2, Velodyne and more. We have 

all the usual facilities. fresh ftowers. good coffee 

and we are open 10am-6pm Tuesday to Saturday.

RLVTJ

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

CLASSIC HIFI, School Lane, Kettering, 

Northamptonshire NN16 ODH. Tel: 01536 310855. 

Kettering's specialist hi-fi and home cinema 

specialist, dealing in: Spendor, PMC, Sugden, 

Marantz Premium, Mordunt-Short, Exposure, Mission, 

Creek, EPOS, Castle, Harman-Kardon, Monitor Audio, 

Pioneer, Yamaha, Fujitsu and more.

Opening hours Mon-Sat 09.30^5.30

NORTH WEST

DOUG B^DY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 

North, Warrington WA l 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. 

Email: doug.brady@ dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 

www.dougbradyhifi.com. For the widest range of 

high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business 

est 45 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 

home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 

Visa, credit facilities - Interest Free Credit!

Open 10.30 • 6. Send for free map.

http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
freeserve.co.uk
thehifistudios.co.uk
mailto:info@audioboffs.co.uk
WWDIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK
INFO%25c2%25aeDMNEAUDIO.CO.UK
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.infldelity.co.uk
dougbradyhifi.com
hifi.com
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NORTHWEST

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, l2a West St, Off West St 

car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 lJR.

Tel: 0126 0 280017. Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk.

Web: www.hifishowrooms.com. Carefully selected 

audio range, including Nairn, NAD, Roksan, Michell, 

Harman, Sugden, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, Neat 

Acoustics, Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project, 

Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also the best in AV from 

Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound, 

Nairn, SIM2, Vutec, Da^lite, REL, MJ Acoustics, 

Definitive. Demonstration by appointment.

Open Tuesday • Saturday.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE,

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919. 

www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk.

We are the area's leading specialists. Relax in our 

superb demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best 

in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema solutions. Our 

outstanding customer service means a two-year parts 

and labourguarantee, an on-site service department 

and a full delivery and installation service. Home trials 

and free easy parking are also available. Established in 

1968, we have been giving sound advice for over 30 

year's. Open Mon-Sat 9 - 530.

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 

OXlO OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, fax: 01491 825024. 

Founded 197S. Great deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer-, Project, Sony, 

Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and 

delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on selected 

items, l home cinema room, 2 listening rooms. 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diner's. Instant credit.

Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-S, CDs and DVDs stocked.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street,

Yeovil, Somerset 8A20 INE. Tel: 01935 479361 

54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 01823 326688. 

www.mikemanningaudio.com

The Hifi and A/V specialists

The best in Hifi and Home Cinema from: AUDION

VALVE, B&W, MILLER & KREISELL, DENON, 

DYNAVECTOR, DENSEN, FDCALE (JM Lab), 

HARMON KARDON, SIM Proiectors and screens, 

HITACHI (Plasma and LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO, 

NAO, PIONEER (Plasma and AV) REVOLVER, 

REGA, ROTEL 02 & 10 Series, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, 

SPENDER, TEAC, WELL TEMPERED turntables, 

YAMAHA. Dedicated Demonstration lounges 

for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. 

Home installations on most systems. Full seNice 

department Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit Closed 

Mondays (Yeovil) • Tuesdays (Taunton)

SOUTH WEST

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give your 

ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 

any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 

a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 

around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge 

the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 

plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 

purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save money 

and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. CD: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced 

Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, 

Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 

(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps . 

Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, 

CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 

Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio 

Physic, 8KS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 

NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, 

Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 

Hovland, Nordost, Soniclink, Siltech, Yamamura 

Chur-chill. Mains: Accuphase.

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 01785 258216. 

All that's best in Hi •Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Arcam, ART, 

Audiolab, Ayre, 8&W, focal.JM Lab, MJ Acoustics, 

Monitor Audio, Nairn Audio, Primare, Rega, REL, 

Ratel, Spender, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia, Yamaha Pre 

Eminent. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest 

-free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems throughout Staffordshire and the 

Midlands. Opening hours Tues.-Sat. 10.30-6.00, 

evenings by arrangement

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury

SYl lEN. Tel: 01743 23605S.

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk, 

www.creative-audio.co.uk.

Internet prices - from a specialist shop!

One of the largest ranges of Hi-Ff/Home Cinema 

equipment outside London. Massive world-famous 

website, featuring huge savings on all the popular 

brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama, 

Beamax, BenQ, Cyrus, Dali, Denon, InFocus Screenplay 

projectors, JM Labs, KEF, Mission, MJ Acoustics, 

NAO, Nairn, Onkyo, Optimum, Optoma Themescene, 

Partington, Pioneer, Project, Q Acoustics, QED, Roksan, 

Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Velodyne, Wharfedale, 

Yamaha.

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be 

carbon dated, comfortable dem room with plasma 

and projector (and freshly ground coffee'), expert 

installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year 

guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used 

bargains etc etc - in fact everything you would expect 

from one of Europe's leading audio specialists.

See for yourself - visit www.creative-audio.co.uk .

SUFFOLK

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North, 

Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 l HB. 01502 S82853 

info@audioimages-hifi.com-www.audioimages-hifi.com  

THE Hifi & Home Cinema shop.

From the smallest item to the largest custom install 

fully remote lighting systems.

A refreshingly different selection with Valve amps to 

transistor, Cartridges to headphones & Turntables to 

Projectors. Helpful, friendly people to deal with. 

Synthesis, Rothwell, Shinpy-audio Volta, Sugden, 

Triangle, Castle, Michell, ScreenPlay, Lumley, Harman 

Kardon, Project, Rake, Sim2, Onkyo, Velodyne, Vincent, 

Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, Mirage, Hovland, 

Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Design, lsol^8, Ortofon, 

Goldring, Van den Hui, Townshend, Vifa & many others 

to list.

All full dealer facilities with separate dem room, repairs 

and servicing.

WIGAN

ADVENTURES IN HbFI, ishopsgate, Crawford 

Street, Wigan, WNl 1NL Tel: 01942 234202 or 

www.adventuresinhifi.com

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products from 

quality manufacturers including ARCAM, Bryston, 

Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cynus, NAO, Quad, 

Dynavector, Resolution Audio, Sugden, Shahinian, 

Castle, focal JM Lab, PMC, Project, Roksan, Spender, 

Hutter, Quadraspire, Chord Company, InFocus.

We offer friendly advice. excellent demonstration 

facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and installation 

throughout the North West. Opening Hours 

10.00^5.30 Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 

appoi ntment

WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford

ST17 4AH. Tel: 0178S 2S8216.

See our main entry under Cheshire.

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel:

01244 3 4 4 2 27. See our main entry under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 

Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. AAD, 

Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle, 

Denon, Harman- Kardon, Jama, JBL, Marantz, 

Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure 

Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tanney, Teac, 

UKD, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and motorway 

access. Mastercard, Visa etc.

To advertise in the

HLF1
Dealer Directory, 

|| Call Graham Phillips 

on 0207 042 4037 now!

mailto:mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk
http://www.hifishowrooms.com
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
mailto:sales@creative-audio.co.uk
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
mailto:info@audioimages-hifi.com-www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.adventuresinhifi.com


® Musical Fidelity X-Series CD and amp

® Mcintosh MA6300 integrated amplifier

® AVI Active Neutron active speaker system

® Moon i7 integrated amplifier

® Primare PRE30 and A32 pre/power amp

® Ferguson Hü! FH007 speaker system

® Yamaha AX-497 stereo amplifier

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST» SPEAKERS

ISSUE 288 DECEMBER 2006 ON SALE 16 NOVEMBER

In-depth reviews of the most vital 
new kit, including...

Plus...
Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, not to mention the latest 
news, views and features from hi-fi's smartest grapevine...
And much, much more!

BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST 
RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL HI-FI

The latest speakers are subjected to our uniquely 
rigorous group test regime, including...

® ALR Jordan Note 3
® B&W CM7
® Focal 816 V
® Nbien NX-6T
® Triangle Antal ESW
® Quadral Rondo

T^SUBSGR'DE!
THE ESSENTIAL HI-FI GUIDE
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[ 2nd Hand HrFi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Feature

2nd-hand shootout
■ /We*oí.’*í*0;'■r■'''‘r’, r" » »<■»«**»<

In the second-hand speaker market, £ 7,500 buys you something wonderful •• ' "

B
uying nearly new hi-fi can save you a 

bundle. A pair of speakers that 

retailed for around £2,500 three or 

four years ago should now be available for 

our target price of E 1,500.

The two 'nearly new' models that we've 

focused on here are the Neat Vito and PMC 

OBl. Both of these compact floorstanders 

enjoyed popularity in the recent past, with 

the advantage of being fully supported. 

Both were close rivals until late 2004, when 

the Neat was discontinued - the OBl is still 

current. As ever the final choice comes 

down to availability and sound quality.

Of the two, the PMC is the better known. 

With an enviable reputation for studio 

supply, PMC attracts a good deal of buyers 

from the pro market. This has its benefits 

and drawbacks. With its professional 

background, the OBl is very sturdily built 

"Speakers that retailed for £2,500 three 
years ago should be available for £1,500."
and can take more stick than the average 

compact floorstander. The down side is that, 

pick carefully. A pair that has resided in a 

busy studio may not be such a great buy, 

unless sold for significantly less than our 

budget. For a smallish speaker, the PMC has 

an exceptionally deep bass. Many users 

have also found the OBl to be a very easy 

speaker to live with. It tends not to be fussy 

about musical genre and is more tolerant of 

room acoustics than rivals. Against this, 

although deep, the bass could be tighter 

and it's not the most transparent of designs.

I f you like your music with more of an 

edge then the Vito may be a better bet. like 

the OBl, the Neat has greater bass depth 

than expected. In the Vito's case, this is due 

to the isobaric bass mounting system, 

famously used in the classic Linn Isobarik 

loudspeakers of the 1980s. Where the Neat 

design differs from the PMC, is in offering 

the transparency made famous by the Petite 

and other successors. After the OBl, some 

may find the treble a little sharp, but it's still 

a highly enjoyable loudspeaker.

because of their reputation, you need to the 803 S2 errs on the side of neutrality. It's

Left to Right: Neat Vito, B&W 803 S2 and PMC OB 1

Turn the clock back to the 1990s and a 

more exotic affair becomes available. Our 

safe bet this time is the B&W 803 Series 2. 

From the top-line Matrix range, this 

floorstander is often overlooked, with most 

attention being focused upon the legenda iy 
800/801 and high-flying 805. B&W „^.. 

support the 800-Series for 15 years and, 

with a launch date of 1992, all models will 

still be covered. A quick call to B&W 

confirmed this to be the case. With our 

budget, you should also be able to find a 

later model in perfect condition. One aspect 

you do have to watch out for with these 

speakers is cabinet damage; build quality is 

generally excellent, but the cabinet isn't as 

solid as some. A complex internal structure 

makes it a very expensive part to replace. 

Like the OBl, this particular B&W can also 

find itself residing in studios, meaning that 

care does need to be taken when buying 

second-hand. Typically of the 800 Series, 

perhaps not the most exciting listen but will 

turn its hand to a wide range of music.

I f these floorstanders are all rather 

conventional for you, then you may prefer 

to take a listen to the Quad ELS-63. Quad's 

electrostatic panels require little 

introduction and are famed for 

their seamless transparency. 

With more column inches than 

any other speaker, the ELS-63 

is great for tweaking. Be 

careful about buying a ready 

tweaked pair, though. Not all 

modifications have been 

done to the same standards 

and, if you're in any doubt, 

it's best to stick to a 

standard. Yet even when left 

as standard, these 1980s 

classics still not only sound 

special, but are also fully 

serviceable. Quad is happy 

to deal directly with the 

public and wili even offer a same-dayrepair 
service for fhose wanting to drop off .. 

equiprnerifih person. Labour charges are . • 

fixed at £46.50 per speaker - however iong 
the - Quad will even'send 

you theoriginal packaging if needed. From 

a company ret still services its product,, j 
back to th e-4950s, you can't get muth~* 

better oes'e of mind than this. Our budget 

should find one of the better pairs available 

and it's worth looking for a set that has 

perhaps been recently refurbished by Quad 

itself. If you do go down the ELS-63 route, 

then for goodness sake buy a pair of 

matching stands. Although technically a 

floorstander, the difference something like a 

pair of Quadrapod, Stand and Deliver or 

Arcici stands makes is substantial. Larger 

rooms and bassy tastes may also require a 

subwoofer to match the low down oomph 

of the others here. Otherwise, for the 

Classical music connoisseur, this is probably 

the best bet out of the four.

Between these four, pretty much every 

musical taste is catered for. All the models 

are widely available and, better still, at a 

substantial discount from new. As a long 

term buy, you can't get better. HFC

Dominic Todd
Next month: The best 

£2,000 turntables



Now in its 10th Year in the UK
“ As the importer of JPS for almost ten years, 
I would like to sincerely praise the quality and 
integrity of this company and all products. Build 
quality and consistency are not an issue with JPS. 
Each model is carefully refined before it is launched 
and some are even abandoned. Each product 
really delivers the promise, converts sceptics, 
delights everyone in search of music that speaks 
to the soul but must travel electronically and then 
through the human hearing physiology. ”
Jack Lawson, Audio Salon o
(NEW)
Superconductor 3
The SC3 is absolutely amazing: even well- 
experienced audiophiles have been surprised and 
find it very hard to explain just how great is the 
improvement to their system.

(D
To celebrate the launch of this exciting cable, a 
small collection of JPS cables are now available 
for home approval.

O
Ultra Conductors
Our entry point range says a great deal about what 
JPS is all about. Budget products really can deliver 
the performance of a high-end system.

0)

FX Series
Replacing the highly acclaimed Superconductor* 
with a flexible slim wire and no price increase was 
a major turning point for JPS. For quarter the price 
of the magazines’ acclaimed products, you can let 
others become the victims of marketing.

SuperConductor
SuperConductor-2 was the new flagship line for 
many years, and it still outperforms the competition. 
In a major leap forward, era three begins. The 
measurements prove the performance, but SC3 
is simply magic. In my experience, Kapton as an 
insulator is leagues ahead of anything else. Can’t 
live without it.

Aluminata
These employ a quad twist of flexible Alumiloy 
with the world’s finest shielding. In audio systems 
of high resolution, typically with excellent 
loudspeakers, the high cost of Alumiloy products is 
immediately apparent and deeply satisfying in the 
long term.

O

Audio Salon
4 Park Circus, Glasgow, G3 6^X, Scotland 
t : 0845 4000 400

e : info@audiosalon.co.uk 
w : wx^w.audiosalon.co.uk 
w : www.jps-labs.com

mailto:info@audiosalon.co.uk
w.audiosalon.co.uk
http://www.jps-labs.com
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shadow audio:)

Call 01592 744 779 for the best part-ex prices!
List changes daily so visit www.shadowaudio.co.ti’' regularly!

New Web Site launched
Visit the new Shadow Audio web site today, where 
you will find all the latest product information at 
your fingertips. "

Wadia 861 b in silver, immaculate condition, 1 owner, just over a year old (£6950) £4495

Micromega Aria, black, ex HiFi Choice review model (£2150) £ 1595

Roksan Caspian MKII CD, boxed, immac cond, manual, remote (£1000) £349

Cyrus CD8x, black, 2yrs old, superb condition (£1000) £649

— Primare D30.2 CD Player, black, 1 yr old, boxed, excellent cond (£1500) £749

Musical Fidelity DM25 DAC + Transport, only a few months old (£4000) £2995

•“ Musical Fidelity kW SACD player, boxed, factory sealed box (£4000) £1995
cm

— AVI Lab Series CD, current spec, boxed, unmarked condition (£1499) £1195

Shanling CDT300 Omega Drive, ex-dem, immaculate cond (£4000) £3295

Resolution Audio Opus 21,2 box cd player, boxed, black/silver (£2950) £2395

Marantz SA-11 S1 SACD Player, silver, immac cond, boxed (£2000) £1295

Unison Research Unico Valve output CD, latest spec 24/192 model (£1250) £795

Qinpu A1 .Ox, ex What HiFi review model, boxed in immac cond (£300) £230

Qinpu A-8000 MKII, ex HiFi World review model, boxed as new (£1295) £895

Musical Fidelity A308 pre-amp, immaculate, boxed, manual (£1999) £995

Musical Fidelity A5 Int, 250wpc, 6 months old, boxed, as new (£1499) £995

Musical Fidelity A5 Power Amp, 6 months old, boxed, immac (£ 1499) £995

AudioNet Amp 1 Power Amp, silver/blue display, boxed, mint (£3150) £2195

Bryston B-100 SST Int amp, unmarked condition, boxed (£2750) £1995

Roksan Caspian MK2 integrated, boxed with manual and remote. £595

Roksan Caspian power amp MK2, boxed. Be quick - a steal at the price! £495 

Chord CPA2800 pre-amp+phono stage, £2800 new, in black, immac £1395 

— Gamut D200 Power Amp, silver, immac condition, boxed (£3200) £1695

Croft Epoch Pre Amp, ex-dem, boxed, immac cond (£1500) £995

Bel Canto Evo 2i Integrated, boxed, mint cond (£2800) £1695

g Musical Fidelity KW500 Int, 1 yr old, boxed, mint (£4000) £2795

ro Eastern Electric M520 Int, What Hi-Fi 5 star review, 4 mnths old (£1539) £1095

McIntosh MA2275 Integrated, mint condition, less than a year old £3995

Eastern Electric Minimax Pre, ex-dem, mint condition, boxed (£769) £649

Marantz PM15S1 integrated, 1 owner, boxed, superb condition (£1099) £795

AudioNet Pre 1 G2, silver/blue display, mint (£2100) £1495

Audionet Sam V2 Integrated, silver, boxed, exc cond (£2400) £1195

ATC SCA2 pre amp, boxed, fully serviced by ATC only 7mths ago (£3900) £1295

Bow Walrus Power Amp, boxed, exc cond, 150wpc (£3995) £ 1995

Bow Warlock Pre, boxed, exc cond, fully balanced, r/c (£3495) £1695

Hyperion 938, gloss black finish, immac cond, very low hours (£3750) £2995

Quad 989, Vintage finish, only 6 months old, boxed, mint cond (£5000) £3795

Acoustic Energy 1 Mklll, B stock, slight mark to front right corner (£1995) £1495

B&W CM4 speakers, in Rosenut, 5 years old, boxed £449

Mission Elegante E82,1 yr old, boxed in superb condition.(£1300) £749

PMC FB1+, cherry, boxed, immac cond, few mnths old! (£1695) £1295

PMC FB1, upgraded to + spec in 2005, oak finish, boxed (£1695) £895

45 Monitor Audio GR20, 2 yrs old, black, boxed, exc cond (£ 1500) £795

Monitor Audio GR60 (4 mnths old) immac, cherry (£2395). £1595
Q.

PMC IB2 in cherry, immac cond, boxes, 2 yrs old, awesome (£6995) £4395

“D Innersound Isis Hybrid Electrostatics, exce cond, incredible £2300) £1245

PMC OB1, in oak, boxed as new, 6 mnths old, simply stunning! (£2700) £1995

PMC OB1, cherry, 2.5 years old, immac cond (£2700) £1495

Mirage OM7 Omnipolar in black gloss, boxed, good cond (£2000) £695

JAS Audio Orsa, ex HiFi Plus review model, poplar tumor (£1399) £1149

JAS Audio Supertweeters, Review pair, sound awesome!! (£649) £595

Audio Physic Tempo 4, cherry, exd model, immaculate condition. (£2199) £1699

Audio Physic Virgo III, cherry, 6mnths old, boxed, as new (£3999) £2495

Trichord Diablo phono stage, exc cond, only 9mths old, boxed (£750) £495

Wilson Benesch Full Circle, boxed as new, exc cond (£2100) £1495

Tom Evans Groove Plus phono stage, boxed, mint cond (£3600) £2395

Eastern Electric Minimax Phonostage, ex-d, mint, boxed (£ 1099) £895

VPI Scout inc JMW 9 tonearm, immac cond, boxed, very little usage (£1300) £1195

Isotek 2K Qube2, boxed, in silver, sensational mains conditioning unit. (£ 1595) £595

AudioNet EPS power supply, silver/blue display, boxed, mint (£1400) £995

Isotek Gli Minisub, silver front, current spec, immac cond (£545) £395

Cyrus PSX-R, black, 2 yrs old, immac cond, boxed, superb (£400) £249

Townshend Supertweeters, titanium finish, boxed as new, exd (£800) £649

Isotek Titan mains conditioner, few months old, boxed (£1500) £1095

List is updated daily on our web site.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO
Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

ITEM DESCRIPTION SALE NEW

Ctearaudlo Goldfinger cartridge £400
Tron Syren pre-amp with Linet phone - 2 months old - boxed - barely used £4580 
Macione MA300B 20 watts 50B power amp -as new. 2 mths old £^30

Musical Adellly Nu-Vista M3 CD player (2001) - good condition - boxed £100
Macione XX330 line pre-amp -as new.. 2 months old £300
EsctaticXOl CDplayer - perfect - boxed. 12 mths old £600
Voyd Reference turntable. Beautiful satin Rosewood plintht £700
Mcintosh Yr-200 Anniversary power-amp. 6550 push-pull monster £400
Canary 303 monos. PP 22 watts 300B with LMing Voice upgrade £400
AudloNole UK wired Helius Cyalene tonearm £900
Audio Note UK 10-Umted field coil cartridge wth PSU. Light use only £2500
Placette passive line stage - 3 inputs - 120v - remote contro l - 6 mths old £900
Gotham Type 39 monos (Western Electric version of Canary CA309) £400
Audio Innovations P2 phono stage - standard - collectible classic £100
Polhos 2 box pre-amp wth remote control - spotiessl £1500
Canary 903 4 box pre-amp - champagne •facta - 3 mths old - boxed £300
Audlon Golden Night 50B monos - very good condtion £1250
BBorder Patrol 300B SE - Western Electric valves - 8 watts - very little use £3£250
Audio Note Japan (KONDO) ANS6 cartridge transformer-- MC classic £120
Revolver 33 loudspeakers - grey/maple - new ££250
Sugden Bijou mm/mc phono stage -100 ohms ££450
Sanus Faber Electa Amator - Walnut - stand mount - kovely condtion £1750
Art Audio PX25 - 5 watts - single ended stereo £2£250
Avalon Arcus loudspeaker - Maple £300
Tube Technology Prophet pre-amp - 30 hours use £1250
Tube Technology Un«s Signature integrated -30 hours use £1250
Roksan Kandy Integrated ampl Boxed, very tidy £190
Rogue Audio Metis pre, Atlas power. Ex dem - ess han 20 hours use £100 
Canary 608V integrated amp. 25 watts wth Living Voice upgrade £950
Canary 301 50B stereo push-pul l power-amp £350
Audio lnnovations Series 1OO monos - silver edition -fully serviced £900
Kimber Select interconnect Sim - boxed £20
Kimber Select interconnect KS 1O11 -Im - boxed ^£30
Sugden A21 SE CD player - very tidy £750
Unison Research Smart 50B class A power amp - I year old ^£250
Avid Acutus - one lady driver- - fine locking example - excellent condtion £300 

WAiola pre-amp - beautifully made - very little use - boxed £900
Revel M30 bookshelf loudspeakers - Santos Rosewood - with stands ^80

Sugden Masterclass integrated amplifier inc' phone - marvellous - beefy £1700 
Nordost Quattro Fi interconnect -1m set - boxed ^£40
Nordost Quattro Fl l interconnect-2m set-boxed £700
Nordost Blue Heaven speaker cable - 4m - reviskon 2 - boxed ^£50
Crol Epoch pre-amplifier wth mm phone £1250
Crol Charisma pre-amplifier as above & series regulated valve p/supply £2£20 
Uvlng Voice budspeakers - various ex-dem, part-ex, seconds, please call 

Prfmare D30.2 CD player £650
Nottngham Anakogue Spacedeck, RB50, Reson Reca & LV Mat £100
Tom Evans Groove - 4 years old ££250
Audio Innovations senes 20 pre-amp - excellent phone stage £180
Art Audio VP 1 - pre-amp - original with phono - tired £180
Townshend Audio Sefcmik Sink - 3DHD (100 kilos) 48x48

£5640
£700 

£650

^£30 
£50œ
£960 

£2^ 

£ 1350 

^£840 
^£30
£1^00 

£ 160

£ 1300

£5£350 
£650 
£460 
^£50

£50 
£50

£5£350 
£460 
£700
£250 

£2£250

£2250 
^£30
^50 
£250

£150 

£450 

£600 

£250 

£200 

£350

£100 

£150

£200 

£300

£1633 

£450

£150

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
www.definitiveaudio.co.uk

mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.definitiveaudio.co.uk
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Heatherdale
eaudio limited

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BN 14 OEJ 
Web: ^^w.hifi-stereo.com E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com 

Telephone: 01903 872288 Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

Speakers:
Origin Live OL-2 speakers
Kef Concord speakers
Elac CL330 Jet speakers with stands
Revel Salon bkek gloss aluminium side panels (mint)
Living Voice OBX R2 Speakers
Dynaudio Audience 7 speakers & stands
Hales Transcendence 5 Loudspeakers
TDL RTL3 speakers
Tanney Westminster Royal HE speakers

Pre-amps:
Conrad Johnson MC 10 FET pre-amp 
Nairn Noe 92 with Nap 90/3 amp 
Proceed PAV pre-amp
Rotel RC-995 pre-amp
Quad 44 pre-amp (late model)
Mark Levinson 26S balanced pre-amp

Amplifiers:
f/c-k Levinson 431 amp (ex demo) 
Audionote Neiro mono-blocks
Perreuax 200ip int. amp
Mark Levinson ML383 integrated amp
Classe CA201 amp
Arcam Alpha BP power amp
Kora Triode l OOS8
Ayre AX-7 Integrated Amp
Mark Levinson 432 Power Amp 
Audio Analogue Puccini int. amp 
Mark Levinson 20.5 Reference Monoblocks

CD Players, Transports and DACs:
£250 Sonic Frontiers Transport 3 (5K new) only £1995
£150 Denon DCD 590 CD player £60
£995 Sony CDP M41 CD pioyer £60

£9995 Pioneer PD-S502 CD pkiyer £95
£2,800 Micromega Drive 3/DAC1 £495

£395 Pioneer PD-S703 cd player £95
£2900 Krell Studio DAC Balanced-AT&T £495

£95 
£9995 Miscellaneous:

Hitachi FT5500 Mk l 1 tuner £125
Sony ST-SE570 tuner £60
Accuphase DS l 200V power supply £3495£395 Technics ST-GT550 tuner £65£595 Wnds stylus gauge £425

£995 Traiepereni Musicwave-plus speaker cable l Oft, pair £425£295 Quaa FM4 tuner (late model) £195£150 AVI tuner £675
£2500 Audience 4 foot power chords (£338.80) only £195 each

£3850 
£5495 
£1095 
£2995 
£1995

£195 
£3500 
£1,495
£4995 

£295
£4500

Turntables, Cartridges and Tonearms:
Audio Tekne cartridge with step-up transformer £2495
My Sonic Eminent cartridge (new) £2750
Prophet 9c S carbon fibre silver wired arm £375
Trichord Delphini with power supply £595
Kingshaw Perception phone stage with power supply
Mark Levinson 25S Phone Stage with power supply £1995

Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Villetri speakers, SME, 
Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

For a more consultative approach 
to your advertising needs, 

please contact me. Brad Francis 
on 0207 042 4255 

Brad.francis@futurenet

F
PASSION FOR SOUND BR

Ü
H

stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com


hifisoun d by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts in the North East
hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 lTE. Tel: 01325 241888 Email: choice@hifisound.co.uk 

NEW DEMONSTRATORS INCLUDE: AYRE ACOUSTICS 7 EVOLUTION SERIES, CHORD ELECTRONICWS CHORAL RANGE, CONSONANCE 
DROPLET, USHER DANCER 8571 NK2Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Atacama, Audio Analogue, AVI, Ayre Acoustics, Chord Cable, Chord Electronics, Consonance, Creaktiv, Custom Design, Esoteric, Grado, lsotek, Kudos, Monitor Audio, Nbien, Neat, Opera, Pathos, Primare, Pure, Resolution Audio, Revolver, Roksan, Shanling, Standesign, Sugden, System Audio. TEAC, Triangle, Unison Research, Usher Audio, Van Den Hui, Wadia and more!

------ _---—_
... what are you up for?

Digital
Artam C072T. Maranor silver REDUCED
Arcam C073, as new
ArNcam rN79 REDUCED
Audio Maestro 192124 ex dem
Audiomeca Mephisto transport, eK boboYed remote
AVI Laboratory Series, ex boxed
AVI 20 Aeferenre CD playerr REOl£EO
AVI 200 DAC YetY rare of! t^d unit REDUCED
Consonance Reference 2.2, ex dem, smooth as ...

chi - ' CD266, ex remote new laser
Cyrus Quattra. CJw tuner. UNDER HALF PRJCEt
Opus CD3Q ex’ boxed REDUCED
Cvrus PSXA, ex, boxed
Esoteric D\'50$ new U' ^Wil, WST ONE^
Har^i farbon 0/22. New
Linn Genki, nr mint toed
^Marantz C017 KlrYmint^bolredi REDUCED
MaranO S^00. ,Y llt REDUCED
Menidian 20 TranansJXlO. ex remote REDUCED
^W) 00. ex r^ REDUCED
Meridian 203 OAC, ex
Meridian 607 A to D confer, very very rare
! i .in m DAC1 excellent

'i c.on Drive 2 excellent order
Micromega T-dnYe aed Tdac nr milt boboxed
Micromega Optic bargain into to Micromega
Monarchy DIP vgc REDUCED
Musical Fidelity X24K REDUCED
Muusicall Fidelity XOACv3 as new boxed
Mus^l Fidelity Kw SACD as new REDUCED
Mus^l F"" X-Aay, excedem, toed REDDED
Musical Fidelity 3.2, nr mint boxed
NAIM C05 as new taxed REDUCED
NAIM COO, ex boxed with remote
NAIM COS1, ex with power supply, remote etc
MIA Tr^^aront Statement, a crated REDUCED
Pr^ed POT2. rT root RED^EO
QUAD 67, excellent taxed with remote
Rega Jupiter, as new boxed
Resolution Audio Opus 21, excelleot, crated
Rok^n Kandy 3, ex dem REDUCED
Rotel ACD1072, excellent taxed
Sony CDP300ES m. kiou ” - free matching amp!
Stello' , ' np' _ , >^¿01 1 (2200 new) a STEAL
TEAC 0/20 new, the best at its pprice
Trichord Pulsar DAC, as new 122800',
Wadia 302 as new boxed REDUCED

Radio and Recorders
^edi T61 rw milt taboxed REDUCED
AVI ^00 Tuedr vgc boxed RED^K
Harman Kardon TU970 DAB/FM New
Marantz ST4000
Marana 604 eicREDUCED
NakamichiCAIE
Pure 701ES, new
Quad FM3 ex REDUCED
Rega Radio REDUCED
Sony mES DAB Tuner
Sony MDSJE330. excellent bargain minidisc. JUST
TEAC ^00. T\i dem CD recruiter REDUCED
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199 
00 
Call 
779 
999 
399 
29 
899 
449 
499 
329 
279 
Call 
Call 
629 
449 
379 
249 
229 
129 
399 
229 
229 
749 
129 
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229 
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349
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399
549

1849
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999
149
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149
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59

349
99

149
79

129
29
79
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Amplifiers
Arcam Alpha 8 Integrated REDUCED
Arcam Alpha 9 Integrated REDUCED
Arcam Alpha FMJ C30 Preamp ex taxed REDUCED
Arcam AVR00. ex boxed REDUCED
Arcam A85 ex boxed REDUCED
Arcam A32. ex silver c/w remote
Arcam P35, ex silver
Audio innovations 200/00 pre and power ex toed
Audiolab 8000P New version m silver
Audiolab 8000A Integrated in black REDUCED
Audiolab 800A in grey
Audio Research LS7 Preamp
Audio Research D130 Power, ex
Aedio Research D70 Power, ex REDUCED
Audio Research SP12 Pre. ex REDUCED
AVI S200 integrated, fantastic one tax sotobor. REDUCED
AVI S200 PreWonobiocks. fantastic combination REDUCED
Cairn Mea Monoblocks, ex in silver
Cairn Ion T2 Monoblocks mint in black NOW 3 FOR 2"1
Cairn Ezo Nanda pre and K1 monos new £400 BARGAIN
Conrad Johnson Sonographe SA250 REDUCED
Conrad Johnson PV12/Premier11a, as new
Cyrus 7 integrated, nr mint boxed REDUCED
Cyrus 5 Integrated, ex boxed REDUCED
EAR 859 Intedrated ex taxedExposure XlX^Preamp nr mint boxed superb REDUCED

Graaf WBT2 and 50/50 Pre/Power combo, ex taxed
ITL MA80/MA10OMA199 Pre/Power x2 lovely combo NOW
Kreil KAV00I, ex taxed
Linn Kaim Pro, just back from Linn
Linn LK199 power, ex boxed REDUCED
Linn Majik ex, c/w remote, bargain Linn into. REDUCED
Macintosh MA600 Integrated, ex
Marantz PM7200, ex taxed
Marantz PM66SE KI Signature, excellent with remote 

■ ■
Muscal Fidelity X-AS100 ex boxed REDUCED
Musical Fidelity 3a Preamp/Pl 50 Power ex REDUCED
Musical Fidelity A120 Integrated, boxed ■ like new!
Musical Fidelity Pre/Typhoon REDUCED
Musical Fidelity M3 Nu Vista Integrated, ex taxed
NAIM 72/18OA4ICAP pre/power/ps combo REDUCED
NAIM 92/90 pre./power combo, ex taxed REDUCED
NAIM NAC32 5 pre REDUCED
NAIM NAP 140 Olive, taxed REDUCED
Pnmare A20 mk2, nr mint integrated REDUCED
Quad 66 pre c/w remote control unit, just back from QUAD
Quad 606 Power amp
Quad 306 Power amp. ex
Quad 50 Monobiocks REDUCED
Qued 44 Preamp. 405 and 405/2 Power amps NOW from
Qued 707 ex REDUCED
Quad 33/303, vgc for year fully serviced
Radlord STA25mk4. excellent REDUCED
Roksan Caspian M Senes Poweramp mint unused NOW
Roksan Caspian M Senes Pre/Monos 5 Star BARGAIN"1
Rothwell Indus pre and Reflection monos, ex taxed
Rotel RC995 superb preamp with system remote REDUCED
Rotel RA1062 integrated, ex taxed
Rotel RA03 integrated, ex boxed
Rotel RMB1066.6 channel, ex taxed
Sugden AU41 Pre AU21 Power

Speakers
179 Acoustic Energy AE2, ex black
249 Acoustic Energy Aegis EVO 3 in Maple as new
629 Audiovector M3 Sig. active crossovers, new £4k+ amazing
379 AVI Neutron, cherry ex REDUCED
429 AVI Positron Mk2 m Walnut Burr REDUCED
749 B&WCDM2SE
599 B&W 602S2. ex in cherry, boxed

> B&W 704, ex. taxed
Call B&W CDM7NT ex. boxed REDUCED

" Celestion SL6S, excellent example of seminal standmount
149 JM Lab Elektra 936. ex signature finish superb
699 KEF Reference 2 Black, ex boxed
999 KEF Reference 2 Walnut Bun

KEF Q1. as new walnut
5” Mirage FRx9. taxed m beech c/w active subs, mega1 NOW

i Monitor Aedio Radius 270 as new in silver
* Monitor Aedio GR10 nr mint taxed in silver

Monsoon Audio FPF100 excellent, nbborvdipoies NOW
. D” Nbien NX6 Standmount ex. taxed NOW

Nbien DX5 Standmount ex oem boxed NOW
, Q Neat Acoustics Motive 3 Cherry, as new taxed 

Neat Acoustics Petite originals, ex boxed REDUCED 
Neat Acoustics Petite 3 SE c/w Ultimatum bass drivers NOW

740 PMC FB1+ex taxed
LT“ Proac Studio 150 cherry REDUCED

, QUAD 11L Standmount. - REDUCED NOW FROM
1 QUAD 12L Standmount new - REDUCED
yog Revolver R33 ex dem, well reviewed bargain
599 Ruark Prologue One, vgc in Rosewoed
27g Sonus Faber Concertino, vgc
2/g Spendor LS3/5a, in black

2499 Spendor BC3, Due in
179 Tandberg Studio Monitor Large!
149 Tnangle Comete ES ex dem REDUCED
349 Usher Audio X719. ex dem REDUCED
42g Usher Audio R737, ex dem
279 Usher Audio 8871 mk2, call for details
Call WAD KLS9 kit professional CNC cabs REDUCED
279 Wharfedale Diamoed series, various NOW from just

Accessories/Systems
379 Aedioquest Python RCA 1 m REDUCED
149 AVI S2000 - Ref CD. Tuner. Pre & Monos • Save loads!!!
379 Chora Signature RCA 1 m REDUCED
379 Chord Anthem RCA 1 m
299 Chord Chorus RCA 1m
499 Chord Anthem RCA 1 m
199 Cyrus ■ PSXR, ex taxed from
279 JPW 204/299/00 - 51 Speakers exdtspiayasnew NOW
149 H Kardon AVR135/0/22 new save loads NOW
499 lsotek Nova cancelled order SAVE LOADS
199 Marantz PM7200 and SA8400 combo, bargain pair
949 Musical Fidelity XPSUv3 as new taxed
429 Naim Hicap in okve
Cal1 Pure Elan portable DAB, new
Call QED Silver Anniversary
279 QED Profile 4x4
379 Roksan Caspian M senes CO/Pre/Monobtocks ■ BARGAIN1'1
349 TEAC CRH255 One tax mini with DAB. new
349 TEAC Reference 300 mk2 AMP, CD, DABTuner. all ex dem 
Call TEAC 0/20D 0/D player and AG7D 6.1 amp x/d save £150
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249

1999
249
229 
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349
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349

1599 
599
499
179 
479
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449 
479
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449 
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299
349 
449 
Call!
399
279 
499
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Tel 0845 6019390 lo-call, or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

Analogue
Anston RD80. woed finish ex condition
Aedio Research PH3SE nr mint boxed REDUCED
Clearaudio Ref, TQI arm Accurate cart, (new £8880) 
Clearaedio Accurate Power Generator
Clearaedio Stardivari cartridge 50hrs
Clearaedio Emotion package, ex dem bargain 
Clearaedio Matnx cleaning rn/c
Electrocompanniet EP1. mm/mc. Lynwoed p/s NOW ONLY 
Goldring GR2
Goldnng PA2 Phonobox as new 
Graham Slee Era Gold, as new 
Hadcock Integra, excellent unipivot, taxed (£750 new) 
JBE SlateSeries 3/Mission774 rare as...
Kinshaw Perception phonostage aed p/s 
Linn LP12. early. RB300 REDUCED 
Linn LP12 Valhalla ittokLVIl. K9 ex. REDUCED 
Lunn LP12. OL Advanced DC Kit
Linn LP12, early medel, fair coedition
Linn LP12, Akito. Valhalla, boxed
Linn Ittok c/w K9 cart aed LP12 armtaard
Lunn Ittok 12‘. VERY VERY RARE ITEM. REDUCED
Linn LP12, LVX arm. goed order 
Logic Datum tonearm, ex boxed 
Michell Odyssey limited edition - last one'!!
Michell Gyrodec c/w RB900, one off mirror chrome finish 
Michell Tecnedec, RB250 ex dem
Michell Transcriptors Reference Hydrauiic/Fluid arm NOW 
Mission 774 original arm
Moth mk2 Pro Record Cleaning machine ex dem 
MRM Soiree c/w large pis REDUCED 
Oracle Delphi V. full version, turbo ps, as new 
Origin Live Ultra deck with off board □/$ SME cut NOW 
Ongm Live Aurora Gold ex dem. REDUCED 
Ongm Live Encounter tonearm ex dem 
Origin Live OL1 c/w stub med
Pink Tnangle LPT/RB250, the best I've seen
Pink Triangle PT1
Project Dedut 2 in yellow' Marked NOW ONLY 
Project Debut 3 xi green'As new. BARGAIN 
Project Perspective vgc c/w Goldnng cart. REDUCED 
Project Classic Cherry, ex cA* G1042 carl. REDUCED 
Project Tube tax, MINT as new, boxed 
Rega P25, as new boxed 
Rega RB300. excellent
Rega RB250 excellent. REDUCED
Roksan Xerxes, ex in stunning rosewoed. SME cut. NOW 
Roksan Redius 5. as new. REDUCED
SME 3099, excellent boxed
SME IV, ex
Systemdek 11X999
Technics SL100/SME3099
ThorensTDlBOb boxed. REDUCED
ThorensTDl25SME300 REDUCED
Thorens TDl60tvMaywane vgc, REDUCED 
Tom Evans Microgroove, ex dem
Townshenc Elite Aock Mk2'Mission 774LC. REDUCED 
Transcriptors Skeieton,Vest«ai REDUCED
Transcriptors Saturn, far NOW ONLY
Trichord Diablo, ex
Trichord Dino, as new black version 
Voyd Valdi, excellent c/w offboard p/s 
VP116.5 Cleaning Machine, call for details
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399 
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149 
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329
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129
99 

449 
679 
249 
799

99 
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329 
229 
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^9 
779 
29 
599 
249
449 
379

Quality hifi equipment always required for cash ... Call us before you trade in... Commission Sales too
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CALL TO SPEAK TO A REAL PERSON TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5-ISH

turntableworld!
Aesthetix Rhea - the best phono stage you will ever hear?

SME 20/2a - the one you always wanted. Graham Phantom - really not that scary - Moth, VPI, Clearaudio RCMs - what a difference
Our Dern facilities offer a wide selection of all types of analogue equipment from all the best brands including..

Aesthetix, Clearaudio, Decent Audio, Dynavector, Tom Evans, Goldring, Grado, Hadcock, Lyra, Michell, Moth, Nottingham Analogue, Origin Live, Ortofon, Project, 
Roksan, Rothwell, Graham Slee, Shure, SME, Sumiko, Transfiguration, Trichord, Whest Audio and Wilson Benesch and VPI.

fUfnfab/eWOf/df is at 30b Larchfield St, Darlington DL3 ?TE
Tel 01325 241888 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

mailto:choice@hifisound.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk


READER CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE

Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town 
or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to: 
dan.george@futurenetco.uk. Or mail to Reader Classified, Hi-Fi 
Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 
6NW. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE109 
black, £150. Arcam Alpha 7 CD, 
£75. Arcam Alpha 9 amp, £225.
Soundstyle XS310 black laquer, 
£150. Yamaha DSPAl black, 
£225. Meridian 605 24, £600. 
Celestion A2 cherry (two pairs) 
and Celestion A4C Xl and 46 
sub, offers. 07957 330708 or 
email cueball@l98l@hotmail. 
corn (Surrey).
ARC CD3MKI £2,700.
Transparent Musiclink l.Sm RCA 
interconnects with network boxes, 
£375. Audiosource d isr:t hut ion 
block with AC cable, £160.
Monsterlink digital chord, optical, 
l m, £50. 07810 434589 
(Glasgow).
ATC ACTIVE 20 speakers, superb 
standmounts in aluminium and 
black, as new condition with 
boxes, includes free metallic silver 
Atacama R724 supports with 
lead filling, £2,200. 07952 
535740 (E.Sussex).
ATC SCA 2 preamplifier. New in 
February 2006 and as new 
condition. Balance of six-year 
warranty, (£3,929) fl,950. Ian 
07941 424322 or 01789 
261585 or email ian.brunt@zen. 
co.uk (Warwickshire).
AUDIOLAB power amplifiers, 
late F serial numbers. PX and SX 
available, in unmarked working 
order with boxes and instructions, 
£360 and £250 respectively. Or, 
deal for both. Email 
p.deeprose@deeprose.co.uk 
01483 82319 (Guildford).
AUDIOQUEST EMERALD l m, 
(£260) £90. QED Silver Quenex 
l m, (£95) £45. Audio Conquerer 
Silver 2m power cable, (£90) 
£40. 01278 782622 
(Bridgwater).
AUDIOLAB 8000Q preamp 
plus remote. Boxed, excellent, 

£350. Luxman direct drive 
turntable PD 131 plinth cover, 
SME Mklll arm, interchangable 
arms, excellent, £300. Mr Kelsall 
01782 256087 (Stoke on trent). 
B&W DM601 S3 speakers, 
unmarked as new condition in 
sorrento. Boxed etc, E 180. Apollo 
Olympus SOcm stands, mint work 
very well with B&Ws, £35. May 
deliver. Readvertised due to time 
waster. Chris 01766 781211 
(Harlech).
B&W 805V and Partington 
stands, mint, £400. Sony 
CDP-X3000ES. Tri-digital filter, 
champagne gold, £200. 
Matching tuner ST-S3000ES. 
Hardly used, £150. Peter 01227 
794817 (Kent).
B&W DM601 S standmount 
speakers with matching stands, 
one year old, vgc £130. 01909 
489684 (Netts)
CAVIN SCDTSO valve SACD 
player, new, sounds better than 
anything under £3,000. Multi 
award winner in Europe. (2,600 
euro), f850ono. Tim 07782 
137868 (London).
COLLECTORS ITEMS Trio 
KD2055 concrete base table 
with AKGP7e and Goldring 
G800 ea rtridges. Not used for 
five years, £45. Celef Monitor/ 
Mordaunt Short speakers, teak, 
as converted by Blue Sutcliffe of 
Speaker Selection, Walthamstow. 
Malcolm 01484 430960 
(Huddersfield).
CYRUS 8VS amplifier, silver, 
award winner, mint condition, 
hardly used, boxed, fantastic 
sound and power, £550. 07739 
822360 (London).
CYRUS DVD7 mint condition, 
silver, with Russ Andrews Oak 
Cone Feet). Excellent sound and 
picture and fantastic with CD 

playback. Can demo, £350. 
01234 306930 (Bedford). 
DENON DM31 CD receiver. 
Complete with box, packaging, 
manual and remote. Mint 
condition and perfect working 
order, (£230) £150. Lee 01384 
412234 (Dudley).
DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 1.8
Mkll speakers (fl,900) cherry. 
250 watts power handling.
I mmaculate and boxed. Bargain 
at £750 ovno. 0161 7750478 or 
07957 461479 (Manchester) 
EPOS M15.2 floorstanding 
speakers including plinths, light 
cherry, mint condition, (£779) 
£375. Partington Super 
Dreadnought speaker stands 
including toppers, graphite, mint, 
(£160) £100. Philip 020 8923 
9757 (London).
GENESIS 6.1 E maple Cebuano 
rosewood. Approx 50 hours use. 
Cancelled customer order, £3,100. 
Genesis G928 servo sub, same 
story, figured maple, virtually 
new, fl,250. All items boxed. 
020 8657 0680 (Croydon).
LINN KARIK CD player, Numerik 
D/A, Kairn preamp, LKlOO power 
amps (x4), Keltik Speakers. All in 
mint condition, call for more info, 
f4,000ono. 07759 432451 
(Merseyside). Cl

1 WANTED^^^^^

ARCAM P25 power amp, in mint 
condition. Please email Phil at 
pgrimes@gotadsl.co.uk 
(Birmingham).
ATLAS OR NORDOST Red Dawn 
interconnect. 07810 1039008 
(Yorks).
B&W NAUTILUS SCMl 
wallmounted rear speakers. 01782 
256087 (Stoke on Trent).
CLEARER AUDIO Copper Line or 
Silver Line mains cables. Balanced 
XLR cables 2.Sm approx, Nordost 
Red Dawn, Black Rhodium Polar.
Chris 01766 781211 (NWales).
JECKLIN FLOAT headphones, 
prefer Float Two, but any Jecklin or 
Ergo considered. John 07855 
121587 or email john.
boys444@ntlworld.co.uk (W Yorks).
KRELL KAV3001 and Martin
Logan Aerius. May consider swop.
020 7253 4469 (London).
MISSION 773E floorstanders in 
cherry and mint LPT spares also 
wanted. 01323 487640 (Sussex).
NYTECH power amp CPA602.
Please call 01540 651453 
(Scotland).
SONY XA900ES SACD player 
wanted must be black finish and 
immaculate cash is waiting. 01494 
445005 (High Wycombe).

BUYING TIPS
Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 
component could be trouble - have a proper dem, and judge the seller 
as well as the goodsl
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[ 2nd Hand HiTi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Private ads

FOR SALE

C LINN KLIMAX SOO solo 
power amps, good condition, 
boxes, £7,500. Barrie 01323 
4B7781 (Sussex).
JAMO CONCERT 11 
loudspeakers. Maple, five years 
old, excellent condition. Cost 
when new £2,300, £600. With 
boxes, 01279 718072(Herts/ 
Essex).
KIMBER PW interconnect O.Sm, 
(£90) £35, boxed and mint. Atlas 
Hyper 2.0 speaker cable 3m pair, 
(£148) £50 factory terminated 
with Atlas airloc bananas. Buy 
both for £75. Lee 01384 412234 
(West Midlands).
LINN AKTIV SYSTEM; 2xLKlOO, 
l x LK140 treble, 1 x Kairn Pro 
preamp. Aktiv system or can be 
removed, perfect condition. Can 
demo, £1,600 John. 01279 
833042 (Bishops Stortford).
LS3/ SA ORIGINAL BBC 
Chartwell speakers on stands, 
offers. KEF Concerto speakers, 
£80. Marantz CD63 Mkll Kl, 
£175. Kenwood KX-5010 cassette 
recorder, £50. Denon TU660L 
AM/FM tuner, £55. 01865 
882507 (Oxon)
LUXMAN D322 CD player with 
variable output, boxed, in as new 
condition with manual and 
remote, £150ono. John 07855 
121587 (W.Yorks).
MARANTZ CD 63MKll Kl SIG 
CD player, excellent condition.

Above: Marantz CD 63MKll Kl Signature CD player

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form 
below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly 
also include your telephone number and home town or county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.I

I
I Name Advertisement
I Address  '
I I
I I
I   I
I Daytime telephone   I
I Date I
I I
i Please insert my advert for: D l issue I
I I
L PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO: I
0 Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. i

Boxed with instructions and 
remote. Late 1999 unit, £180 
(cash please), can deliver within 
easy distance ofM 1 junc.1-28. 
0115 9268177 (Notts).
MERIDIAN 200 CD and 203 D 
to A, pair of Linn Kaber 500 
speakers powered by Linn LKl 
preamp and Dirak power supply. 
Linn LK280 power amp, spark 
power supply, tri-wired, all in 
unmarked condition in original 
boxes. Needs to go, best sensible 
offer secures 01242 577777 or 
07831 762500 (Cheltenham).
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 CD, 
Cyrus 3 amp, Cyrus power amp, 
KAR Volante Evolution 
floorstanding speakers, Denon 
DRM 30 HX Cassette Deck, plus 
interconnects/cables (£400), 
equipment stand (£350), total 
value around £3,500. Excellent 
sound and condition, complete 
system, £950ono. 01785 816328 
(Staffordshire) .
MUSICAL FIDELITY AlOOO 
classic British pre/main amp. 
50 wpc of pure Class A power. 
Immaculate condition, beautiful 
deep gloss black casework. £750. 
Peter, 01227 794817(Kent).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A2 
amplifier, £250. Musical Fidelity 
X-Ray CD player, £400. 01752 
291703 (Plymouth).
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1001
Class A integrated amplifier, 200 

watts, mint condition, with box, 
manual, etc, superb, (£2,500) 
£800. Linn Classic one box CD 
system, dark green, as new 
condition, with remote, cables, etc 
£650. Ruark Epilogue II speakers, 
mint, boxed £220. Mick 01252 
870861 (North Hampshire).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-10 V3 
buffer stage, as new, boxed, 
(£300) £175. Audusa 
interconnects 15300 signature, 
1 m pair, £80. 01491 613760 
(Oxfordshire).
MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA 
preamp and 300 power amp.
Mint condition, boxed with 
manuals, £2,200. Would deliver 
reasonable distance 01423 
770309 (Harrogate).
NAIM 32.S preamp upgraded 
with 72 boards, boxed, vgc. Russ 
Andrews power supply (£900 for 
parts supplied by RA), £450 for 
both. 08455 843450 (work) or 
01404 46337 (home) (Devon). 
NAIM CDI CD player, £300. 
Nairn NAC 72 preamp, £300. 
140 amp, £300. NAT03 tuner, 
£200. SBL speakers, £300. Russ 
Andrews powerblock, £50. 
Bargains, do call. 07743 630656 
(Swansea).
NAIM 1SOX purchased new 
October 2004. Mint, boxed, 
remote, lead. Can demo, £425. 
01273 385209 (Brighton).
NAIM NAC82 preamp(1999) 
with latest style NAPsc, remote, 
manual, leads, box. Excellent 
condition. Demonstration 
preferred. El,050ono 07973 
785360 (Sussex).
NORDOST SOLARWIND 
interconnects 2x0.6m, mint

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

condition, boxed, £50 each. A 
bargain1 01926 402824 
(Warwick).
PIONEER SA420 amp(£30), 
TX520L tuner (£25), CT200 
cassette (E20), CS353 speakers 
(£20) or £75 the lot. Arcam 
Alpha CD, good condition, £70. 
Sound Organisation five shelf rack 
(v.good) £60. Adam 07976 113 
219 (Essex).
REVEL PERFORMA FSO, 
high-end floorstanding 
loudspeakers in beautiful dark 
cherry veneer. Absolutely mint 
condition, dearly loved and with 
very little use. Fully boxed. 
(£6,500) £2,950 07881 821023 
(Essex).
ROKSAN TABRIZ tonearm, 
excellent condition, fitted to Pink 
Triangle turntable needing new 
motor £100, no offers. Soundstyle 
five-tier rack, finished in lovely 
silver £60. 01323 487640 
(Sussex).
RUSS ANDREWS Powerblock 
with Megaclamp, eight sockets, 
one year old, perfect condition, 
E 165ono. Audioquest Indigo+ 
speaker cable, 2x3mtr pairs, fitted 
with 4mm QED Airloc banana 
plugs. Excellent condition, 
£60ono. Ray 01900 606650 
(Workington).
SONY XA9000ES multichannel 
SACD player, (£2,400) £995 mint 
condition 020 8951 3178 
(Middx).
STAX CLASSIC system II SRS 
3030 earspeakers with SRM-313 
energiser. Sounds superb, 
excellent condition, £375. 01656 
733354 (S.Wales).
TEAC P30 transport XLR RCA, ST 
outputs, disc clamp mechanism, 
(£2,500) £995ono. TAG Mclaren 
DAC20, (El,250) £495ono. 
07811 613140 or 0117 9629725 
(Bristol).
WHARFEDALE PACIFIC EVO 
30 loudspeakers in winter maple, 
still in boxes, £500. Sennheiser 
HD590 headphones in box, 
£150. 01493 665761 (Norfolk) 
WILSON AUDIO S.1 (WATT/ 
Puppy) loudspeakers. Immaculate 
gloss black finish, manual and 
crates. £6,100 ovno. 01926 
653421 (Warwickshire).
YAMAHA NS1000 monitor 
speakers, vgc £650ono. 01799 
502038 (Essex)

I
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R You Experienced?
“Like a demolition ball moving slowly, 
yet covered In velvet, it is inexorable”

- Adam Rayner, R-505 Review, 
Home Cinema Choice (UK), 
August 2006

“The match between the REL R-305 subwoofer 
and Sonus satellites is so pure that the REL 
almost seems to intuit what the other speakers 
are thinking” /

- Neil Gader, R-305 Review, 
The Perfect Vision (USA), 
July/August 2006

. the triple REL sonic transformation 
of my speaker system's sound is huge, 
akin to upgrading to far more expensive 
and larger speakers”

- Steve Guttenberg, R-205/305/505 Review, 
Robb Report Home Entertainment & Design 
(USA), July/August 2006

“Seamlessly adds weight, image scale and 
range to the vocal numbers, yet sounds more 
comfortable when working hard. ”

“You don’t hear the sub working - 
just your system in a whole new light. ”

-Alvin Gold, R-205 Review, 
What Cinema Choice (UK),
August 2006

Experience REL R-Series at dealer near you.

REL Acoustics Ltd.
North Road . Bridgend Industrial Estate. Bridgend . CF31 3TP . Great Britain

Telephone: +44 (0)1656 768 777 . Fax: +44 (0)1656 766 093
www.rel.net

http://www.rel.net


B&W Bowers&Wilkins

Audio signals are like spring water. The further they flow from their source, the greater the risk to their natural purity and vitality. Like a glass of cool, clear water, fresh from the stream, nothing compares to hearing music with the cleansing clarity it was created with.At B&W, we like to get listeners as close to the source as possible. The signal path in an 800 Series speaker couldn’t be any shorter, simpler or sweeter. By optimising, in every detail, the mechanical design of the drive units, we minimise the need for extra electrical components in the crossover. Less quantity, more quality. Every component we do use is handpicked after painstaking listening tests. Together in the 800 Series crossover, they deliver sound with every original nuance and texture intact.Not all water tastes the same. No other speakers sound like the 800 Series.

The new B&W 800 Series 
Incorporating B&W crossover technology

Visit our website and order your free DVD
Call +44 (0)1903 221 500

www.bw800.com

Only 800 Series mode's with this symbol use 
B&W diamond tweeter technology

http://www.bw800.com
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	SUPPORT REPORT

	DO YOU WANT TO BE FAMOUS?

	THE JUDGING PROCESS

	► BEST CD PLAYER UNDER .£500

	Rega Apollo

	Cambridge Audio Azur 640Cv2

	BEST CD PLAYER £500^1,


	CyrusCDBx

	NaimCD5i


	Cambridge Audio Azur 840C

	BEST CD PLAYER £1

	£2,000

	Copland CDA823

	Meridian GO&


	Rega Saturn

	BEST CD PLAYER £2,000^£5,l

	Classe CDP-202

	Resolution Audio Opus21


	Esoteric X-03SE

	For further information please visit www.primare.net

	Audio Research Reference CD7

	Marantz DV7600

	o BEST DVD PLAYER£600^£1,000

	° O o o (~


	Pioneer DV-989AVÌ-S

	Harman Kardon DVD47


	S SOURCE COMPONENTS

	Sony DVP-NS9100ES

	Arcam DiVA DV79

	www. ixos. co. uk

	BEST DVD PLAYER £1,000^£2,000


	Denon DVD-3930

	Arcam DiVA DV137



	« SOURCE CO

	BEST DVD PLAYER OVER £2,000

	Denon DVD-A1XVA

	NaimDVD5

	Meridian G98AH

	0 MONITOR AUDIO"

	BEST TURNTABLE UNDER £500

	Pro-Ject RPM 5

	Goldring GR2



	K SOURCE CO

	The Funk Firm Funk

	BEST TURNTABLE £500^1,000

	Funk Firm Funk V

	Michell Tecnodec

	Pro-Ject RPM 9.1

	BEST TURNTABLE £1

	000

	£3,000


	SMEModellO

	BEST TURNTABLE OVER £3,000


	Brinkman LaGrange

	Rega P9



	USOURCE CO

	Clearaudio Ambient

	RoksanTMS2

	JU_

	r


	BEST HARD DISK AUDIO COMPONENT

	Hermstedt Hifidelio Pro

	Cambridge Audio Azur 640H


	» SOURCE CO

	► BEST ONE^BOX CD SYSTEM

	Primare CDI10

	ArcamSolo

	Audio Analogue Enigma

	► BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER UNDER £500


	Marantz PM7001

	Cambridge Audio Azur 640A v2

	BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £500-£1,

	Marantz PM7001 Kl

	Arcam DiVA 190


	Cambridge Audio Azur 8401

	BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £1

	£2,000

	Primare 130

	► BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £2,000^£5,000

	Naim Audio NAC122x/NAP150x

	Densen Beat B-150


	Copland CTA405

	For more information or to request a brochure please call: 01635 291357 or visit one of our many dealers throught the UK.




	Totem Hawk

	Lexicon RV-8

	► BEST MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER OVER £5


	Arcam FMJ AV9/P7

	Chord Electronics

	DSP8000R/SPM2400

	BEST LOUDSPEAKER UNDER £500


	Q Acoustics 1050

	RegaR3

	BEST LOUDSPEAKER £50fr£1,


	EposM12.2

	Castle Richmond 7i

	KEFiQ9

	BEST LOUDSPEAKER £1,000^2,000


	B&W805S

	► BEST LOUDSPEAKER £2,00fr£5,

	CENTRAL LONDON

	LONDON (SOUTH WEST)

	THAMES VALLEY

	BERKSHIRE

	MEDWAY

	SURREY

	BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

	AVON

	BEDFORDSHIRE

	SUFFOLK

	DEVON

	SOMERSET

	OXFORDSHIRE

	LEICS/NORTHANTS

	WEST MIDLANDS

	SHROPSHIRE

	N.WALES

	CHESHIRE

	MANCHESTER

	LANCS

	YORKSHIRE

	CO.DURHAM

	TYNE& WEAR

	SCOTLAND

	N.IRELAND


	BEST LOUDSPEAKER OVER £5,1


	B&W802D

	INFO - LOUDSPEAKERS

	VERDICT

	Victor JVC

	Technics %^2ooo

	Original innovations in circuit technology


	For full information on these products please call : 020 7272 0922


	BEST SUBWOOFER UNDER £1,


	RELR-305

	B&WPV1

	Velodyne SPL-BOOR

	BEST SUBWOOFER OVER £1,


	Eclipse 725sw

	MartinLogan Descent

	B&WASW855

	BEST SPEAKER CABLE UNDER £10/m


	Kimber4PR

	IED Silver nniversary XT

	QED ITube 11300

	BEST SPEAKER CABLE OVER £10/m


	Nordost Heimdall

	Chord Company Epic Twin

	Townshend Audio Isolda OCT

	van den Hui The Well Hybrid

	Nordost Heimdall


	Meridian's G06.

	HIFI 1H0ICE

	BEST DIGITAL INTERCONNECT


	Kimber Select KS2020

	Wireworld Starligmt5

	BEST MAINS CONDITIONER/CABLE



	Isolek Sigmas

	Russ Andrews Ultra Purifier Block

	Clearer Audio Coccer-line Power Cal e




		the audio room

	BEST EQUIPMENT SUPPORT UNDER £500

	Partington Minim

	I BEST EQUIPMENT SUPPORT OVER .£500


	Townshend Audio VSSS

	Custom Design Icon Signature

	Atacama Equinox

	Custom Design Icon Signature Acoustic

	Clearlight Audio Aspekt

	To find out more - call the Audio Salon on 0845 4000 400 today!

	BEST SPEAKER STANDS UNDER .£150


	Custom Design RS302

	Partington Ansa 60

	| ► BEST SPEAKER STANDS OVER .£150


	Partington Heavi II

	Custom Design SQ404

	Partington Dreadnaught Broadside


	Performance art

	SOUND QUALITY

	"With its lovely midband transparency and rich, generous character, the Performance proved an ideal partner for classical music."

	VERDICT . fWWS

	HI-FICHOICE	ûno/n



	Uprated universal

	VERDICT - NAC 122x

	HI-FICHOICE » 90%


	Vavavoom

	HI-FICHOICE

	magazine ä


	Focal Chorus 826 V loudspeaker [ Review]

	HI-FICHOICE SS 2Q%


	Redefining value through performance.

	New & regularly updated used/ex-demo webpage.

	HIFICHOICE

	K magazine y




	Music at heart

	HI-FICHOICE » Qgq/n


	Totally tubular

	Vincent CD-S6 Mkll CD player [Review]

	HlflCHOICE )) 87%



	The square egg

	HI FICHOICE » QOO/n

	VERDICT


	Chord Co Epic Twin

	Supra Sword

	PaninToon Heavi II

	HIFI

	magazine

	I VERDICT

	HI-FICHOICE » 93%


	I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FICHOICE & SAVE 11%

	CLEARAUDIO DIAMOND STYLUS BRUSH

	ONLY £9.95


	Best Buy Accessories

	Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level

	Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups

	Isotek Full System Enhancer Disc

	L ' Art du Son Record Cleaning Liquid

	Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner



	CHOICE

	¿i

	Hl^FICHDICE ■■■H

	m 0870 240 7228 vv www.choicebits.co.uk

	Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk

	HIGH END BABIES

	FOR THE BOOKSHELF

	KRELL EVOLUTION 202

	MARTIN LOGAN VANTAGE

	SONUS FABER CREMONA

	Telephone: 01460 54322 Mobile: 07860 351113

	e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

	HI Fl CHOICE

	HIFICHOICE



	Why not subscribe to HrFi Choice?

	SeepageM for •re details...

	HMCHOICE



	INTRO BUYER'S BIBLE

	HLFICHOICE


	BUYER'S BIBLE CD PLAYERS


	CD PLAYERS

	SUPER AUDIO CO

	Q&A

	WHAT’S A DAC?

	WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?

	CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?

	DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?

	WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?

	CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?

	CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?

	Resolution Audio Opus 21 £2,850



	BUYER’S BIBLE BVD PLAYERS

	HI-FI iOlCE


	DVD PLAYERS DUYER S BIBLE

	HI-FICHOICE

	■FICHOICE



	VINYL

	Our favourite □	® editors choice

	For effective marketing of your second-hand kit

	RADIO TUNERS

	TOP BUYS

	RECEPTION


	TUNERS

	D ¡ N 0 PhoNO A M p L i Fi E R


	www.HIFIFORSALE.com

	• buy • sell • wants •

	¡185


	DIGITAL RECORDERS DUYER’S BIDLE



	DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS

	DIGITAL RECORDERS

	Hermstedt

	HIFI


	STEREO AMPS BUYER'S BIBLE

	Our favourite


	STEREO AMPLIFIERS

	BUYER’S BIBLE STEREO/AV AMPS

	STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued

	Pre/power amplifiers




	AV AMPLIFIERS

	HI-FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND

	HIFI


	AV AMPS BUYER’S BIBLE

	AVC-A11XV £2,500

	FMJ AV8/P7 £5,750


	SE

	As part of its Home Cinema Season, Sevenoaks is offering 3 Home Cinema Options designed to meet your lifestyle.

	Samsung

	Denon

	B&W


	£5450

	Bespoke Solutions

	SILVER RS6

	Arcam

	Spendor

	IQ5


	Samsung

	> Your nearest Sevenoaks store

	PRICING POLICY

	FLEXIBLE FINANCE OPTIONS*

	PLEASE NOTE

	Positioning

	Going multichannel

	Choosing speakers

	Spikes

	TOP BUYS

	R3 £448

	i Q9 £800

	805S £1,600

	Mordaunt-Short

	Performance 6 £3,500


	OODSPEAKERS

	| HWCHOICE


	STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

	STEREO SPEAKERS continued

	HLFI HOICE


	BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO/AV SPEAKERS

	STEREO SPEAKERS continued

	HI-FICHOICE


	HEADPHONES BUYER’S BIBLE

	HEADPHONES

	Put the awe in audio



	::COOL GALES

	At www.coolgales.com, we believe that buying hi-fi gear should be a breeze.

	The Victoria School House ::Henrietta Road ::Bath BA2 6LU

	HI-FICHOICE

	CABLES BUYER'S BIBLE



		 P.J.hi-fi

	OTT

			HFFlCnulCt

	STANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE


	STANDS AND SUPPORTS

	EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

	SPEAKER STANDS


	AWARD WINNERS

	HERMSTEDT

	HIFIDEUO PRO

	G^^O SR3K/i

	Y^^M CDRHD150

	DENON TU1^DAB

	QUADLCERME

	GOLDRING GR2

	DENON AVR1906

	SRMDA12TEES

	Q ACOUSTICS 1050


	GLOSSARY

	TECHNICAL TERMS

	,——

	Destination 01884 243 584

	Practical Hi-Fi Obsessive about hi-fi.

	High End Cable

	CHORD



	ECÛSSE

	IscõTek

	•	to order call


	it i iho 0161

	New ATC Range is set to challenge the very best...

	JAS Audio Orsa

	[ Classified ] Dealer Guide

	Award Winning Retailers...

	The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

	Tel: 01904 629659

	www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

	New!


	RÉVÔX

	SERVICE

	HI-FI

	13ADA

	SERVICE

	www.avihifi.com

	AVILtd.

	Lend us your ears and we'll blow your mind . . .



	M ANDERS

	020 8688 6565

	www.hfc.co.uk

	CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR EXDEM OFFERS

	www.hfc.co.uk

	with CDT IITweeter Technology







	DEALER

	h*™

	INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

	To advertise in the


	HLF1

	Dealer Directory, || Call Graham Phillips on 0207 042 4037 now!


	HI-FICHOICE

	2nd-hand shootout

	(NEW)

	Superconductor 3

	Ultra Conductors

	FX Series

	SuperConductor

	Aluminata

	fUfnfab/eWOf/df is at 30b Larchfield St, Darlington DL3 ?TE

	Tel 01325 241888 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

	FOR SALE








