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Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a product —

Richard is a professional 
musician, recording 
engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot. He has 
a knack for writing 
about complicated 
subjects in a readable 
way - and he only 
writes for HFC

Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, interviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers from the UK and around the world.

Each Ultimate Croup Test is conducted using a uniquely thorough 
three-step test regime. This consists of carefully controlled 'blind' and 
sighted listening sessions, a full set of laboratory tests and extended 
'hands on' testing by the primary reviewer. No other magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensure accurate comparative reviews.

Our tests are the most rigorous in the business, conducted by the 
UK's most experienced team of hi-fi reviewers.

Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 
no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

Alongside in-depth component reviews and accessory round-ups, 
every regular issue of Hi-Fi Choice features an Ultimate Croup 
Test on a core hi-fi product category - from source components to 
amps and speakers.

We now publish 13 issues a year, including two special editions: 
The Collection, an issue dedicated to the finest high-end 
components, and The Hi-Fi Awards-the most important annual 
awards in the hi-fi calendar.

Cherry-picked kit - only — 
the most worthy 
components make it into 
Hi-Fi Choice

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
¡information--------------------

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside-----------------------------

That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...

The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

Components that best meet our exacting standards are listed 
in the Buyer's Bible section - the world's most reliable reference 
guide for the hi-fi buyer.

We only review the most interesting and worthy new hi-fi 
components - high-performance audio products across a wide 
range of price points. We obtain more genuine hi-fi exclusives 
than any other magazine - if it's worthy of your attention, you'll 
read about it first in Hi-Fi Choice.

ALAN SIRCOM
Alan began his 
journalistic career in the 
early 1990s. Now a 
successful freelancer, 
you too can benefit 
from his extensive hi-fi 
knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to 
the latest multichannel 
gear... and beyond.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In 
that time he has 
contributed his 
encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost 
every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides).

A former HFCeditor, 
Paul has been writing 
about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for nearly 30 
years. In that time he 
has become one of the 
world's most respected 
scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

Dan is a hi-fi nut whose 
dream came true when 
he became HFCs 
reviews editor. Armed 
with a bristling contacts 
book and a pair of 
razor-sharp ears, he 
ensures that only 
interesting products 
make it into HFC.

Beautiful in-house----------  
photography, so you see 
the product in all its glory

Former editor of Hi-Fi 
Review magazine, 
Ma Icolm was one of the 
best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of 
the 1980s and 1990s. 
He currently edits hi-fi 
industry bible The 
British Audio Journal.

DAVID VIVIAN
An award-winning 
journalist. David's sharp 
ears and equally sharp 
powers of description 
are a valuable mix for 
HFC. He also writes 
about cars, but who 
needs the latest Lotus 
when you've got the 
finest hi-fi to test drive.

Comprehensive in-depth 
reviews - we give you the 
full story

JASON KENNEDY
Jason previously edited 
HFC. but can now be 
found in the wilds of 
Sussex indulging 
himself with the very 
best hi-fi money can 
buy. His own system is 
simply sensational and 
his love of music knows 
no bounds.

HY WE'RE NO.l FOR HI-FI

Wooden it be nice?

So enjoy, until next time.

Tim Bowern Editor

ERS INCLUDE..

Our last edition carried The Hi-Fi Awards 2006, the definitive annual 
tribute to the best in home audio. By way of congratulations, we 
invited all the winners to a special party held in their honour - to show 
our appreciation for the pleasure their products give us, day in, day 
out. Make no mistake: these are challenging times for the hi-fi 
industry. But in terms of product quality, we’ve never had it better.

HI-FICHOICE DECEMBER 2006 ISSUE 288
Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW a +44 (0)20 7042 4000

But hang on. Things aren’t as had as they seem. Proper hi-fi has always 
been something of a niche pursuit - a specialist purchase for those 
who place real importance on its musical values - as opposed to a 
mass-market commodity. If it seems that things are on an unstoppable 
downward curve, take heart: the hi-fi industry is still delivering the 
goods for people who care, as evidenced by the standard of new 
components that Hi-Fi Choice unearths in each and every issue (the 
one you now hold in your hands being a perfect example).

As a chap who admires the purity of ‘old school’ 
B ■ hi-fi, it’s easy to fall into a grump about the state 
* J of audio today. In a world where bitrates and 

B WRmn 'Thingies hog the limelight and tiny, shiny speakers 
I are paraded as the mutts nuts, those of us who
care about music - the way it was supposed to be heard - might wish 
that a winter of hibernation were a realistic option. At least until the 
inevitable Christmas gadget-fest has removed its cold, clammy hands 
from our throats - and it’s shrill, tinny sound from our ears...

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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Inside your free 2nd-hand hi-fi mini-mag... 
2 2nd-hand shootout -this issue,

classic turntables for £2,000
3 Trading Pages
7 Reader Classified

FREE MINI-MAG!

December 2006 [Issue 288]

Contents
9 PRODUCT NEWS
The juiciest new fruit from the hi-fi tree
14 HAPPENINGS
Hot stories from around Planet Hi-Fi
16 DISPATCHES
Fresh points of view from the hi-fi 
commentators with clout
22 INDUSTRY PROFILE
Mike Creek, chief of Creek... and Epos
26 MUSIC INTERVIEW
Legend and digital pioneer, Peter Gabriel

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS
IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS
42 Musical Fidelity X-RAYv8 CD 

player and X-TlOO integrated 
amplifier

46 Mcintosh MA6300 integrated 
amplifier

50 AVI Active Neutron active 
loudspeaker

52 Resolution Audio Opus 21, XS and 
S30 CD player/tuner/amp system

56 Primare PRE30 preamplifier and 
A32 power amplifier

59 Grado GS 1 OOO headphones

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST
LOUDSPEAKERS £900-£1,400
73 ALR Jordan Note 3
75 B&W CM7
77 Focal Chorus 816 V

BUYER'S BIBLE
The ultimate guide to high performance 
hi-fi and AV, gathering together all our 
favourite products for your perusal. Your 
shortlist starts here...
SOURCE COMPONENTS
92 CD players
94 DVD players
96 Vinyl
99 Radio tuners
l 01 Digital recorders

READER SERVICES
Our regular information service, including 
where to buy, how to get a back issue and 
our newly expanded hi-fi accessories shop 
68 How to subscribe
86 Choice Bits accessories shop

28 COMPETITION
Win top Cambridge Audio Azur 840C CD 
player and 840A amplifier worth £1,5001
30 CHOICE CUTS
New music - rated by our experts for 
sound and content
33 CHOICE MAIL
A selection of your letters and emails
36 BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMS
A not so high-end system of sonic beauty.
This issue: Rega's budget brilliance

60 Moon i-7 integrated amplifier
63 Ferguson Hill HF007 amp and 

speaker system
65 Rote! RA-06 integrated amplifier
66 Russ Andrews PowerMax

mains cable
66 Oehlbach Rattlesnake 3 

loudspeaker cable
67 Audica MPS-1 desktop amp and 

speaker system
67 Custom Design Reference 

loudspeaker stand

79 Nbien NX-6T
81 Quadrai Rondo
83 Triangle Antal Esw

AMPLIFIERS
104 Stereo amps
106 AV amps
LOUDSPEAKERS
112 Stereo speakers
116 AV speaker packages
ANCILLARIES
119 Headphones
121 Cables
123 Stands and supports

89 Back issues
125 Glossary
130 Dealer Guide
136 Dealer Directory
138 What's in next month's Hi-Fi Choice
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audiofile
® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLICHT

LEEMA ACOUSTICS ANTILA CD PLAYER
Every once in a while, along comes a 
product that really grabs our attention.

This time, it's the turn of the Leema Acoustics 
Antila CD player, the latest product from the 
brand's ex-BBC team. What separates it from 
the chaff is the unique MD2 Active 
Differential Multi-DAC technology, which 
places twenty 24-bit/96kHz DACs in the 
signal path, in a bid to eliminate jitter. Ten of 
these DACs are used to produce a positive 
phase signal and another ten produce a 

PRODUCT Leema Acoustics Antila

TYPE CD player

PRICE £2,498 ________________________

KEY FEATURES Multi-DAC technology O Twenty 
24-bit/96kHz D/A chips O Simple remote handset 
O LIPS (Leema Intelligent Protocol System) compliant

CONTACT S 01635 291357
www.leema-acoustics.com

negative signal. These signals combine to 
provide a fully balanced signal entirely within 
the digital domain.

Leema suggests the technique offers 
reduced noise and distortion, delivering 
"breathtaking" realism. The player forms part 
of a new range from Leema, to compliment its 
existing speaker line up. See what 20 DACs 
can do for your CD collection in HFC soon I

To find out more, see our exclusive review in 
the February 2007 issue of Hi-Fi Choice

X
%

s
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLICHT

LYNGDORF IDA 2200 DIGITAL INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER
®Lyngdorf's second-generation, compact 

digital integrated is more than just a 
stereo amp. Fitted with the optional 'Room
Perfect' equalization system, it's transformed 
into a "complete digital signal processing 
control centre" and needs just a CD transport 
and speakers to make sweet music, 
Scandinavian style.

Room Perfect technology offers optional 
comprehensive digital signal manipulation, 
giving control over room-induced resonances 

with further equalisation and correction 
options. Put simply, this gives added 
flexibility in problem rooms.

The unit has full digital-to-analogue 
conversion capability and is described by 
Lyngdorf as probably the world's most 
versatile hi-fi product. With all this Nordic 
know-how, the TDA 2200 could prove to be 
a truly flexible friend, but how does it sound?

To find out more, see our exclusive review in 
the January 2007 issue of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Lyngdorf TDA 2200

TYPE Digital integrated amplifier

PRICE £3,600 (with Room Perfect system)

KEY FEATURES Digital amplification O Effectively 
200 watts per channel into eight ohms O On-board 
D/A conversion O Room Perfect equalization 
technology O Optional A/D conversion module

CONTACT a 0870 9100 100 63 www.lyngdorf.com
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@ NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

KRELL EVO-505
©Kreil's new high-end Evolution CD/SACD player is now available in the UK. 

following its US debut in January at the CES 2006 show. Called the
EVO-505, the player follows Kreil's first-ever SACD player - the £4.000 entry-level 
SACD Standard - and is based on new EVO technology. It boasts matched 
24-bit/192kHz DACs across all channels and separate power supplies for the dnve 
mechanism, and analogue and digital circuits. A key feature of the new player is 
its DAC output - Kreil claims its innovative signal manipulabon techniques have 
eliminated a cause of distortion that plagues most CD players. Find out just how 
good it really is in our exclusive review next issue.
Price £8,777 Due now s 020 8971 3909 • www.krell.com

DENON AVR-2307
©Denon has unveiled its 2007 range of entry-lese muttichar-e racesers, a ~ a 

models featuring automatic set-up, options Pod -tegratxrr and the ne?. Etc 

remote control handset Leading the range is the £600 AVR-2307, complete with HOMI 
switching, multiroom capability and 135 watts across eacn change t s at e tc cc-.e", 
video sources to HDMI and boasts the latest audio decoc ng ?. — ■_ “cess-g 
on board. It is joined by three ' .t e- ~ it 1rV ; : zt: ; ;■ . rr. 
additional features compareO to the 2006 modes they rap ace
Price from £250 o £600 Due s 01234 741200 o ?.•?.?. cs-;-_•

12 Hl-fl CHOICE december 2^^
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IT Al I 
BRONZE REFERENCE 
/Ok Monitor Audio has completely revised its Bronze 
'O’ series. The new Bronze Reference speaker range 

is topped by the BR6 two-and-a-half-way tower, 
featuring the latest version of MA's proprietary C-Cam 
metal tweeter. The new HF unit is partnered by two 
new 165mm bass drivers with four-layer coils, plus a 
similarly sized midrange cone. A further six models 
complete the line, including two standmounts, a 
smaller floorstander and centre and surround speakers. 
Price from E 150 to £550 per pair Due now 
:: 01268 740580 @ www.monitoraudio.co.uk

A CCUSTIC ARTS 
CD PLAYER 1 MK2

Accustic Arts, the German high-end hi-fi specialist, 
X«/ has launched a new Mk2 version of its top-loading 

CD Player l The latest model offers 24-bit upsampling, a 
Philips CDM Pro 2 mechanism and five separate power 
supply units for the key electronics. It features a host of 
high-end elements including shielded compartments, a 
jitter minimising digital output stage with oversized 
power supply, plus anti-resonance aluminium casework. 
Price £3,985 Due now 
a 01252 702705 "' www.accusticarts.de

VITA AUDIO is a new name in high-quality 
compact audio. Its first product is a new 
DAB/FM radio called the RI, finished in 
real wood with a pressed steel fascia 
housing a headphone socket and line 
input for portable music players. It can be 
fully controlled by a top-mounted dial 
and also features gold-plated phono 
outputs, plus a switch mode power supply 
allowing use throughout the world. Prices 
start at £160.
a 01702 601410

RUSS ANDREWS 
dac-1 use

new micro-sized DAC from Russ Andrews is 
Xix claimed to bring audiophile quality to 
computer-based audio and upgrade the output of CD 
and DVD players to boot The DAC-1 USB can be used 
with standalone hi-fi equipment and other digital 
music devices, or to bypass computer soundcards when 
connected to a PC or Mac via USB. It is said to use a 
"premium quality" DAC chipset with a fully discrete 
Class A output stage, coupled with 24-bit/192kHz 
upsampling. It features one coaxial and two optical 
digital inputs, alongside USB, plus RCA phono outputs 
for connection to conventional analogue amps.
Price £599 Due now
:: 0845 345 1550 !§ www.russandrews.com

BLACK RHODIUM'S latest version of its 
Harmony interconnect is priced at just 
£60 for a one-metre pair. It features a 
twisted pair configuration and is 
insulated with low loss silicone rubber. 
Hourglass-shaped phono plugs are 
employed for ease of insertion and 
removal to and from equipment, 
a 01332 342233

DENON has a stylish new mini system from 
its Smart Life series. The S-81 DAB offers 
full iPod integration and has been 
specifically designed to offer intuitive 
control. It uses a 50-watt digital amplifier, 
European-designed speakers tweaked for 
UK ears, and a DAB/FM radio with RDS. 
Other features include a two-line 
fluorescent display, clock radio function 
and a shallow chassis for easy placement 
on bookshelves. Expect to pay £600. 
a 01234 741200

MARANTZ's SR5001 - the company's latest 
HDMI switching receiver - includes the 
full gamut of audio decoding and a raft of 
new technology for £480. It includes 
video upconversion, 24-bit/192kHz DACs 
and 32-bit DSPs. Two HDMI inputs and 
one output are offered, plus three 
component inputs and two outputs. 
Crystal DACs are used across all seven 
channels and a pure direct mode is 
available for stereo listening.
S 01753 680868

CHORD ELECTRONICS CPA5000
©At the upper end of Chord Electronics' high-end portfolio is the new CPA5000 Reference preamp, a 

no-compromise product that replaces its predecessor, the CPA4000. It uses Chord's latest proprietary 
Ultra High Frequency power supply and Ultra Low Noise circuitry, said to offer amazing noise floor 
performance. Chord has paid particular attention to the internals of the amp with solid milled aluminium 
shielding inside. The rear panel has four pairs of balanced XLR inputs, in addition to single-ended connections. 
As well as stereo usage, the preamp can be used with a multichannel processor using its AV bypass circuitry. 
Price £9,980 Due now s 01622 721444 • www.chordelectronics.co.uk
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® HAPPENINGS

© The Insider
THIS MONTH, HFC TALKS TO... |

ALAN O'ROURKE 
Job Title: Managing Director 
Company: Ruark Acoustics

What is your most exciting product that 
is currently in development?
The new Crusader III has recently been unveiled, 
which is a refreshed and revitalized version of 
one of our favourite loudspeakers of the 1980s.

Apogee revived down under
©Austral.an Graeme Keet has gone from repair-g and rebc : ng Apogee rioter " as

the rights to L!ie Apogee Acoustics brand and dor—a — name He s —*z. —a nc — s . — rers _• 
legendary Sant a - one of the world's worst oudspeake' oads wtn a- “peda-ce f t —t 
consulted his customer base about what they would want fro- a new Apogee t "xr
sound from something that didnt require a monster 
amplifier - so Graeme created the Synergy 1.5. This ts 
a full-range nbbon design with high 95dB sensibvty 
and a nominal impedance of 2 5ohms It can tie 
tri-wired or actively driven and has an exts~= Sortr 
Creek crossover. It stands 1.5 metres tall and looks 
much like the onginal 5dntiia. For more nfo visit 
www.apogeeacoustics.com.

What is the future of hi-fi in the home?
Strangely, I feel high-end hi-fi will probably stay 
pretty much as it is for the foreseeable future. 
As for the mainstream market, there's so much 
technological movement it's pretty hard to have 
any firm ideas as to which way it will go.

DVD-Audio or SACD - and why?
Although I'm not the type to place nails in 
coffins, they're both pretty dead in the water.

Are audio servers hi-fi's future?
They might be, as long as they don't overuse 
compression technology. We should never forget 
that legacy formats have huge strength through 
the sheer quantity of software out there. So, 
you’ll never find a server that won't play CDs.

CD or vinyl and why?
They both have their merits and both can sound 
extraordinarily good through the right 
equipment. Okay then... vinyl.

Are we experiencing a stereo resurgence?
The demand for high-quality stereo still exists 
and will continue to do so.

Better sound 
from MP3
©Creative has introduced the Xmod a piug-~ 

device that is da med to enhance the sound of 
compressed music formats Used with a PC or persona 
music player, this devce is said to 'upccxivert -use 
during playback to 24-brt surround audio' Based an 
Creative's X-R Xtreme c ce ?. platform t arnecs 
between either a PC Mac or persona payer and the 
stereo speakers or headphones X-F ccrta ns a 
'Crystalizef, which Creature suggests wons to 
'upcorrvert MP3 music by analyzing and -g 
which parts of the audio stream -are tee- truncated or 
damaged dunng compression

Meanwhile. SRS has deveoped an audio tootxac 
especially for Tunes Caec Wow for Vacs and Audso 
Sandbox for PCs. both create surround effects ~cr~ 3
stereo signal played on two spea<s's 
The user can adjust the pesto- of
vocals within the mix and the 
package cornes w— tools 
to improve compressée 
Sound- The software ts 
at www srsiabscom 
for a free tnal penod.

JANUARY 2007
27-28 Northern Sound and Vision

Radisson SAS, Manchester Airport 
www.chestergroup.org
Northern hi-fi and home cinema show

FEBRUARY
11 Audiojumble 2007

The Angel Leisure Centre, 
Tonbidge, Kent 
www.audiojumble.co.uk 
The place to find vintage hi-fi bargains

23-25 Sound & Vision -The Bristol Show 
Mariott City Centre Hotel, Bristol 
www.bristolshow.co.uk
The UK's biggest hi-fi show

Universal hi-def

of HD machines on the US market

commercially unviabfe Each version of a movie would 
have to be separately licensed, making the decs more 
expensive to produce than their individual counterparts

In the commercial world. Warner has had to slash sales 
predictions for high-definition tides such as The lake 

House, which is now available in Blu-ray, HD-OMD and

14 HI-FI CHOICE I december 2006
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Double whammy for 
Apple music
©Microsoft has released details of its Zune digital media player(pictured below), which is launching in the US in mid-November at a retail price of $249. It offers 30GB of storage, a selection of preloaded content and a wireless facility that lets Zune users share music and videos. There is also a music store, offering downloads on a subscription basis.Apple's Steve Jobs has responded by saying that Zune is "no threat" but has taken up the wi-fi challenge by filing a patent application to make iPods the only media players capable of purchasing content online, This is not the only blot on Apple's landscape as the iPod celebrates its fifth birthday. 'DVD Jon' Johansen, the man who reverse-engineered both DVD copy protection and Apple's FairPlay ORM is licensing the latter, dubbed PyMusique. In practice, this means that music purchased from

IN THE STUDIO
ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF 
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS

iTunes can be loaded onto any otherpersonal media player.Meanwhile, the UK government is planning to revoke a 300 year old law, which prevents copying an artistic work onto another medium. In other words, it makes converting CDs into MP3 files illegal. Of course, MP3 players were less advanced back in 1710...
JIMMY'S TWEAKS #47
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER 

Wintertime spring cleaningIt's been said before, but it's important to periodically treat your equipment to a good clean and general tightening up. Turn everything off at the mains, Plug and unplug every component a couple of times, If you have bare wire terminals, strip back some more wire to expose fresh copper or get good quality 'cold welded'crimped plugs fitted. Now, tighten every bolt and spike in the system and ensure all tables and stands are level. Do the same to electronicswith exposed bolts and screws. You can even tighten the surrounds on loudspeakers, but remember the magnet inside the speaker driver could turn a loosely held screwdriver into a speaker murderer,

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Grado GSlOOO headphonesAn iPod through AVI's Active NeutronsCambridge Audio 840( CD playerRega Pl turntableYour standmounts on Partington Heavi II stands Live concerts on a Denon TU-lBOODAB tunerBass from Townshend's I so Ida OCT speaker cables
8. Marantz PM7001 integrated amplifier
9. The new Sumiko-owned REL subwoofers
10. Krell EV0-505 CD/SACD player

GNARLS BARKLEY
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
The duo of Danger Mouse and Cee-Lo have 
started work on the follow-up to 2006's St 
Elsewhere. "\Ne've started to throw ideas 
around and done some rough demos. We 
want to make the record sooner rather than 
later," they say. Although Danger Mouse 
has been busy producing records by The 
Rapture and Damon Albarn's new project, 
he insists GB remains his priority.

U2
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
Still the world’s biggest band, U2 have 
revealed via their website that the follow-up 
to 2004's How to Dismantle An Atomic 
Bomb is being produced by Rick Rubin. 
Work began on the album in August and 
while in the studio the band have been 
joined by Green Day for a cover of the Skids' 
The Saints Are Coming, recorded for the 
Hurricane Katrina relief fund.

ARCTIC MONKEYS
Title: tbc
Release date: early 2007
Everyone's favourite new band has revealed 
that the follow-up to their all-conquering 
debut Whatever People Say I Am, That's 
What I'm Not should be out early next year. 
Chief Monkey Alex Turner says: “We began 
rehearsing for the new record on 8 
September and we've got about 13 or 14 
songs in different states.”

RANDY NEWMAN
Title: tbc
Release date: spring 2007
Despite his prolific work as a film composer, 
albums of new Newman songs have 
become as rare as hen's teeth. Finally, the 
long wait since 1999's Bad Love is almost 
over and he's announced the follow-up 
should be completed this year. "I regret I 
haven't put out more work. Elton John

made five records while I was watching 
Monday Night Football," he quipped in 
typically sardonic fashion.

GREEN DAY
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
Billie Joe Armstrong and his modern day 
punk-rockers are hard at work on the 
follow-up to 2OO4's American Idiot, which 
has to date sold 13 million copies. “Like 
everything we do it's completely, 100 per 
cent passion and energy-driven," Armstrong 
says. “It's going to be an event, not just 
putting a record out”

ALSO COMING SOON
JAZZ/ CLASSICAL
Anna Netrebko/ St Petersburg 
Chamber Chorus Russian Album (Nov); 
Jacques LoussierTrio Bach Brandenberg 
Concertos (Nov); Harry Sever (boy 
soprano) and Nadanai Laohakunakorn 
Schubert: Die schöne Müllerin (Nov);
George Benson/ Al Jarreau Giving It Up

SACD/ DVD-A
Andrew Cook Bach: Cello Suites 1, 2 and 
3 (DVD-A, Dec); David Crosby If I Could 
Only Remember My Name (DVD-A, Nov);
Neil Young and Crazy Horse Live At 
Fillmore East (DVD-A, Nov); Beatles, arr 
George Martin Love (DVD-A, Nov); John 
Hicks, Buster Williams and Louis 
Hayes Tribecca Blues (SACD, Nov)
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"The answer.of course, is thee harity shop
One of my favourite hunting gro u n d s i s Th? 
Strip' that is Surbitoa H^ Street,

It's all for charidee, mate
Surrey trembles at Jon's deft box-:',-: ng

A
s all keen audiophiles know, ore 
nagging difficulty is how to fe the 
habit without c r: „r t' ,::_r ba-• 
manager's Most Wanted list. I' m not talking 

here 9rxA.-t a never-ending spiral o' uPgra m 

equipment, but the most importan : pa ~ o' a ny 
system - the music itself.

While we all love : s; ' -wrap ~ :
as the cover comes off a new CD or LP, keeping 
a steady supply of fresh CDs or LPs flowing 
won't always fit in the budget

The answer, of course, is the charity shop. 
One of my favourite hunting grounds is 'The 
Strip' that is Surbiton High Street Traders have 
pretty much mined out charity shops when it 
comes to the profitable collectables, but 
there's plenty of other good stuff still there. A 
typical session goes some ing li Ie this
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EAR waxing
Huntingdon's vinyl boron revitalises Art's LPs

O
H bviously, Tim de Paravicini loves 

phonograph records. It's as simple as 
that. I've had the pleasure of reviewing 

two of his more recent preamplifiers - the EAR 
324 and the EAR 912 - and both were more 
than just competent: they coaxed my playback 
system to new heights.

Now I'm going back to see what I might have 
missed in the EAR line, and my happiest find 
so far is the 834P - a modestly priced phono 
preamplifier that's been in continuous 
production for over 10 years. The version I've 
borrowed - the £715 Signature version - uses 
a step-up transformer for the first round of 
voltage gain, and a trio of ECC83 valves after 
that, for gain and buffering alike. There's a 
push-button on the back, in case your cartridge 
generates a millivolt or more; otherwise, the 
834P delivers a remarkable 70dB of gain, with 
minimal tube hiss and no other noise that I 
could detect. Its output impedance seems low 
and its character remains the same, regardless 
of the line stage it is driving.

That character is as lovable as they come. 
The 834P's sound is distinctly valve-like, in the 
nicest of ways. Musical textures are 
convincingly thick and substantial, while 
rhythms and pitch relationships are preserved, 
for the most part. The only exception can be 
heard in the lowest two octaves, where bass 
notes are just a bit slow to decay. Then again, 
the generous quantity of bass information suits 
my Quad ESLs just fine.

So far, I've used the EAR preamp with a Linn 
Akiva, Rega Apheta (which, I'm sorry to say, 
never lost its treble rasp, even after running in), 
Miyabi 47, Lyra Helikon Mono, Supex 900 
Superand Brinkmann EMT Titanium. All of 
these cartridges seem to enjoy driving Tim's 
step-up transformers, none more so than - 
surprise । - the Linn Akiva. I continue to admire 
Linn's own Linto phono preamplifier, especially 
for its lack of hiss and hum, but the 
combination of Linn's moving coils and Tim's 
stationary ones made for an even better, more 
organic sense of musical flow and drama. Of 
those cartridges, the Miyabi seemed to be the 
least comfortable (experience tells me it □

TEAC VRDS-7 
CD PLAYER

HI-FI REVISITED

One of the early units to use the 
TEAC VRDS mechanism, the 
VDRS-7 is a clear precursor of the 
Esoteric range - arguably the

quintessential high-end brand of CD players 
and other disc spinners. The VRDS-7 was built 
to professional standards, and looked as 
though it was designed to survive severe 
treatment; there is a thriving market in 
rebuilding, fixing and fine-tuning these players 
and others in the VRDS series, even though in 
this case, the player has not been in production 
for around a decade. If the VRDS-7 - a 
moderately expensive, but at £600, far from 
top-end design - was not a sound quality 
classic in its own right, the Esoteric models 
that followed were built on the same basic 
platform, and showed what was possible by 
suitable refinements to the basic design.

There is an absence of external fuss to this 
player, though appearance is livened by 
internal lighting of the square selector buttons, 
a feature borrowed from studio practice. The 
internal electronics are exacting, but remain 
the most conventional part of the player It was 
built around a differential implementation of a 
Philips SAA7350 D/A converter - a Bitstream 
design - with a 20-bit, Bx oversampling digital 
filter If this sounds alarmingly prosaic, it bears 
a striking resemblance to many Nairn players. 
Nairn Audio is on record as suggesting that the 
architecture of the D/A converter is almost 
immaterial, that such criteria as the mechanical 
stability, power supply integrity and control 
over jitter take priority. Different as it may be 
in almost every other detail, there is a clear 
parallel between the Nairn and TEAC/Esoteric 
approach to disc player design at this 
fundamental level, though Nairn Audio omits 
digital outputs from its players. TEAC doesn't.

VRDS is an acronym for Vibration-free Rigid 
Disc clamping System, and it is a very superior 
piece of engineering - an object of excellence, 
which is sometimes spotlighted behind glass at 
various hi-fi gatherings. There have been many 
iterations on the basic VRDS groundplan, but 
in each case the mechanism is based on 
diecast or fully machined laser-carrying sleds 
with very limited freedom of movement. This is

“ The VRDS-7 was built to 
professional standards, 
and looked as though it 
was designed to survive
in stark contrast to the usual CD carriages, 
which are free to move in all planes, with 
control exercised by servos rather than 
inherent physical stability. Servos appear to 
have a similar disadvantage to feedback loops 
in amplifiers: they respond to errors only after 
they have occurred, and are in a perpetual 
state of catch-up.

Another VRDS signature element is the 
elaborate disc clamp, which supports the 
whole of the label side of the disc, and pins 
the middle from the other side into a slight 
hollow_ This means the disc is fully supported 
at its edge. This also plays its part in reducing 
digital servo demands, and with it helps 
produce a calmer electrical environment inside 
the player.

11 was about ten years ago that we reviewed 
this player in a group test with a blind panel, 
where none of the team of listeners knows the 
identity of the player, or any others they were 
listening to. Although some of the panel 
approved of this player for its positive, driving 
sound, the majority felt the player sounded a 
little crude, even mechanical, with a touch of 
granularity at the top end_ What is open to 
speculation is how the player would stand up 
today, in the right system context, and with 
suitably updated and slightly more transparent 
internal electronics. HFC

Alvin Cold
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E prefers trannies, too, albeit ones with io\‘.er impedance primaries).
I feel like the record clean.'who spends h s days filling in the holes in his colle^on - soi\ in heaven's name did I ' c to m ss The 

Gilded Palace of Sin the " st time around) And, while worthy competitors abo.ins no r e are as enduring, nor as endearingly affordable , as the 834P. A sweet find, and one that I 'II oe very sorry to give up.
has worses C' --- Heruüc,

Sounds Like and He lives in tee US 
and works as Stereophile's editor-at-large

Mini mad
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Return to sender
Accepted wisdom gets redirected sometimes

I
 have never been a great believer in 
accepted wisdom and, looking back, I'm 
happy that the years have usually proven 

me right, in dismissing, or at least questioning, 
those things that 'everybody knew'.

For instance, I could never come to terms 
with solid-core cables. Looking around today's 
market shows that they barely stood the test of 
time. I'm thankful this is the case, because I 
disliked their sound and their impracticality. I 
still remember one lightweight preamplifier 
hovering above the table it was supposed to 
be sitting on because the solid interconnects it 
used were so inflexible

Then, of course, we had the rigidity fixation: 
tonearms had to be rigid and built to resemble 
bridge girders until designs such as the Nairn 
Aro came along and disproved that theory. In 
light of this, many 'floppy' arms such as the 
venerable Decca, Hadcock and Mayware were, 
effectively, rediscovered, and, all of a sudden, 
the once immutable rules were rewritten.

The rigidity concept also extended to 
loudspeakers, and this was where things 
became a little less cut and dried, because 
while most loudspeakers certainly benefited 
from a solid coupling to the floor, not all of 
them did. There were several noteworthy 
designs that enjoyed a little more freedom. 
Take the magnificent Shahinian Obelisk as an 
example. This came fitted not with spikes but 
with castors. Castors, for goodness' sake । And, 
guess what? It sounded far better when used 
as supplied than when it was spiked and 
rigidly coupled to the floor.

Equally, every support manufacturer was 
once resolutely convinced that glass was not a 
suitable material for tabletops. Then, along 
came the glass-shelved Mana platforms, which 
blew the performance of other tables into the 
weeds. Suddenly, glass was a good thing. Look 
around today and it's hard to find a support 
range that doesn't feature glass shelving.

When you move beyond the widely accepted 
wisdom mythologies into the zone of 
pathological tweakiness, we reach the land of 
sticky foil, crocodile clips attached to your 
water pipes and 'treated' safety pins in your 
soft furnishings, where the advocates and 
opponents were so vociferously divided that Cl

©
Even if Arrival didn't contain 
Abba's single greatest recorded 
moment (Dancing Queen - but 
you knew that) it would have 

been a landmark in the Swedish superstars' 
career. By 1976, Abba were already a 
Eurovision-defying phenomenon, bucking the 
one-hit wonder trend of that tele-aural-visual 
abomination and well on their way to rivalling 
Volvo as Sweden's biggest export.

By the time of their fourth album, they'd 
already had European hits with Eurovision 
winner Waterloo, Mama Mia and 505, but had 
yet to make much of an impression in America, 
Australia and the rest of the world. Arrival 
would prove to be the tipping point after 
which they would go on to dominate the world 
stage for the duration of the decade. Media 
headlines would soon be screaming about 
punk rock, but it was Abba that would be 
shifting platinum units and defining the pop 
sound of the 1970s.

The songs for Arrival were, as ever, crafted by 
Benny (piano, beard) and Bjorn (guitar, 
scarecut) on their island of Viggsii in the 
Stockholm archipelago, with the help of a 
Swedish-English dictionary. Recording then 
took place at Stockholm's Metronome studios, 
where they recorded most of their albums.

Their music may have been pure pop, but it 
was anything but throwaway. The pair's 
attention to detail in the studio was legendary 
and their talent for perfect arrangements was 
growing exponentially with their success 
(though to this day, apparently, neither of 
them reads or writes music).

The songs were, of course, intended for 
hearing on tinny transistor radios and the 
'music centres' that were increasingly taking up 
space in UK living rooms. But, listening to the 
24-bit digital remastering of the original album 
(which has just been released as a Deluxe 
edition with an additional DVD including 
contemporary TV appearances and interviews), 
it's surprising just how muscular the 
production is.

I t's pop, but with some serious rock dynamics 
at play, such as the ringing guitar power 
chords of the prescient break-up ballad

A8BA ARRIVAL

"Besides the genuine hits, 
almost every track on 
the album could have been 
a contender"

course, that rerritic descending piano figure ■ I 
that distinguished the group's nod to the 
nascent disco craze, Dancing Queen.

But besides the genuine hits, almost every 
track on the album could have been a 
contender, particularly the jaunty When I 
Kissed The Teacher, the rock stomp of Tiger, 
even the melancholic Celtic instrumental title 
track which closes the album.

Despite the rather sullen expressions on the 
group's faces as they sit in their helicopter on 
the cover, Arrival marked the point at which 
Abba went from being a relatively local 
European success story to a global 
phenomenon. Artistically, the quartet were at 
the top of their game, before the pressures of 
international superstardom would begin to take I 
their toll and the marriages of first Bjiirn and 
Agnetha, and later Benny and Frida, would 
collapse, as eventually would the group in 1982. I

But at this point in 1976, Abba's star was 
rising fast. They were producing the best music I 
of their career, both couples were romantically 
entwined, Dancing Queen would soon be 
number one on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
the group were about to embark on an 
extended tour of the globe that would see 
them take over the world. HFC

Dave Oliver 9
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C neither'accepted' nor'wisdo m e--erenteed 
into the c k„ss ces Or. the ou er reacnes o' 
this type of craziness, we md the erstwhile 
female, American, hi-' 1 scribe who proposed 
removing one's clothes tr. a s.ce 
listening to one's stereo in order to i t •: e its 
sound. One can only presume tnis p omoieO a 
great deal of confuson sc're' P a: her 
philosophy asked their dinner guests so d srobe 
so that they could relax, unwind and enjoy me 
host's 12-incher.

While there is • c'c to sour.a
than current science can explain sa sfa Tonly, 
my visitors can rest assured that I' II be 
continuing my osenacear.- ;

was aneo - me sc... r.m. -
best-known and most outspoken hi-fi rf!Vlewers

of the 1980s esc ceso He amenity 
publishes the hi-fi industry trade bible, the

Sritish Audio Journal

"In fact , getting more than a atto o f 
many valve amps wthout running’o 
distortion is unusual

Tubes to taste
Pro valve use is the same, but d ;;ere—:

Speaking to a recording studio e-g'-eer 
recently, I heard that he was ex^amg a 
new valve compressor to come - ano 
was looking forward to working with it The 

purpose of such devices in the studio s to arid 
colour and energy to what are Is finely dig:;: 
recordings. They use the natural charactenst cs 
of valves to limit the dynamic 'ar.so m s a ce 
up the sound and give it a bit of shape TI-^ 
also use analogue tape for the same purpose 
because it compresses in a nice sounding way 
and limits things in a natural fashion. There are 
numerous software versions o' va e an a 
compression characteristics avaha Me a ut 
aothiny in a computer can beaams mso: ' 
the real thing.

It seems odd to use any form o' co "press o n 
if you are trying to ma ke the sound more live Iy, 
but this is precisely what compressors are uso 
for. They bring a sense of homogeneray to the 
variously treated elements within a recoir a ig 
This might otherwise ma ke each voice or 
instrument sound li I e it was TCOrded n a 
different place. The compression is used :a ger 
the final mix to gel in a cohesive man nee

In hi-fi, we prize va es ioicteii niora'ge 
iiynsparency and dynamic soune A; 'rsg tors 
seems li I e the opposi e o ' t e if apoea to toe

0 K Con j
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Seven issues and half a year on, and we have 
reputable hi-fi companies like AVI making 
product designed for just such a downloaded 
music ethos. Squeezeboxes are supplanting or 
sitting alongside CD players. Apple iPod docks 
have become commonplace on a number of 
new amplifiers, receivers and systems. Even the 
British Federation of Audio has fired off 
missives about maintaining good quality from 
downloaded music

At the same time, many high-street stores 
have begun to sideline CD, with redesigned 
HMV stores placing video and games discs 
foremost in the shop, pushing music to the 
furthest corners of the premises. This has also 
given many a store the chance to restructure 
the stocking policy, reducing stocks of some 
genre to token gesture levels - genre like world 
music, classical, folk or jazz. A year ago, each of 
these genres might have had a whole shelf to 
play with; now the whole lot sits in the space 
where Mozart alone used to be sold.

And yet, curiously, no one seems to have 
noticed that most DVDs sell at a heavy 
discount, so shelf upon shelf of remaindered 
DVDs will be on sale at three fora tenner. The 
conspiracy theorist in me thinks this is 
deliberate. By shrinking the number of CDs 
available in store, the music lover has to look 
further to get their jollies. They have to move 
online. It's only a short jump from 'buying 
music online' to 'downloading music online', 
and many have already made the leap.

Once again, back in HFC 281, I was 
concerned that someone content to download 
their music is lost as an audiophile. I now 
realise this statement was made in haste. The 
AVI speakers (and products like the 
Squeezebox) demonstrate why this isn't the 
case. There are limits to the sound compared 
to the audiophile-approved method, but the 
music still comes through. I've heard a lot 
worse than the iPod Nano/Active Neutron 
combination, too - and much of that 'worse' 
stems from proper hi-fi equipment.

We can fear this change, or we can embrace 
it. Personally, I'm for the latter idea. No, I will 
not be selling off my LP or CD collection and I 
will still continue to buy the bulk of my music 
in physical formats rather than virtual ones. 
But, I can no longer automatically assume that 
anyone using downloaded music is sacrificing 
music quality in the process. It would be best 
for people to download the best possible 
signal quality, ideally lossless or high bit-rate 
MP3 files, but even standard AAC need not 
spell dreadful sound. Perhaps the next 
generation of equipment will focus on getting 
the best from these files. This is a lot better 
than just dismissing them.

began his journalistic career in 
the early 1990s. He hos become one of the 

hi-fi and AV industry's most respected scribes

TECHNO
TECHNOLOGY EXPLORED

IMAGES IN THE HEAD

Reviewing the Grado GS l OOO 
BTkwikw headphones for this very issue 

(see p59), the subject of imaging 
came forcibly to mind. Imaging is 

an important arbiter of equipment 
performance, but headphones are a bit of a 
special case. There's a fundamental difference 
between the ways images are presented by 
speakers and by headphones, and it's down to 
one simple fact: when listening to speakers, 
both your ears hear both speakers. With 
headphones, each ear hears its own driver only. 

At first sight, the headphone situation looks 
ideal - as long as the recording has been made 
with headphone listening in mind. Space a pair 
of microphones apart by about the width of a 
human head, with or without some kind of 
baffle between them, and the result is stereo 
ideally suited to headphone reproduction. 
There's room for argument about the ideal 
baffle shape, microphone types, directional 
responses and so on, but the basic principle is 
perfectly workable and results in what is often 
called 'binaural' sound.

The classic 'Blumlein' microphone 
arrangement, invented in the 1930s by Alan 
Dower Blumlein, was conceived with 
loudspeaker reproduction in mind. A pair of 
directional microphones at the same point in 
space produce outputs which, when played 
back on speakers, closely approximate the 
results given by head-spaced microphones 
played back over headphones. The 'leakage' 
from left speaker to right ear, and vice versa, is 
included in the reasoning that produces this 
result, you can work this out from first 
principles with the help of some sketched 
diagrams and the knowledge that sound 
travels at about 330m/s.

Headspaced mics and Blumlein 'coincident' 
miking give fundamentally different kinds of 
output. Spacing microphones apart gives a 
phase (timing) difference between them but, 
especially if they are omnidirectional, next to 
no amplitude difference. Coincident mics, by 
contrast, won't give any phase differences but, 
by virtue of their directional responses, will 
produce amplitude differences. When those 
amplitude differences are reproduced over

"The headphone situation 
looks ideal - as long as the 
recording has been made 
with headphones in mind."
speakers, the 'leakage' effectively converts 
them to timing differences, though some 
degree of amplitude difference remains at 
higher frequencies where the head shades the 
left ear from the right speaker and vice versa.

We hear imaging as a function of both 
amplitude and phase, and both coincident 
mics/speakers and spaced mics/headphones 
setups are capable of reproducing cues if care 
is taken over microphone types and use. It's a 
point of interest that very, very few recordings 
achieve either aim accurately, indeed most 
engineers haven't a clue about the theoretical 
basis of stereo and 'tune to taste' in a 
thoroughly unscientific manner aimed 
principally at speakers). But what happens 
when spaced mic recordings are played on 
speakers or coincident on headphones'

Despite the lack of justification, both work 
tolerably well. This simple observation is 
actually one of audio's biggest mysteries. It's 
so hard to get imaging just right, yet it seems 
to work even with mixed-up amplitude and 
phase cues when the reproducing equipment 
is of high quality. Learned books have been 
written on how we hear space, but the human 
ear seems to defy reason.

For further reading on stereo theory, try 
www.regonaudio.com or the Michael Gerzon 
Archive at www.audiosignal.co.uk. HFC

Richard Block

http://www.regonaudio.com
http://www.audiosignal.co.uk
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The world according to...

Creek Audio
This issue, Hi-Fi Choice talks :: Mike Creek, --e co^-ae-'.7 z-z 7'7 .7 so " 
Epos Acoustics. Interview: Malcolr S:e‘

M
i ke Creek joined the audio bus ness 
in 1970, fc_" 2 isose so"? cocos 
later. In 1982, he launched coe .co ■ 
but highly successful CAS4040 a mplre' 

which sold for just 799 Within tiree years : 
was leading the cococo ; coco so coco 
1999, he purchased loudspea - er manufacturer 
Epos Acoustics, which he'd necogtiised as 
having important syrieicco with his eearron cs 

hecei-t . Cree < Audio produced ts first 
products made outside the U K. in me snaoe o' 
the Chinese-built Evo range Bu: the co-pa-, 
also still produces its more up-a -e: Dessoco 
and Classic products here in —he U < So. exaso . 
how does a small specialist bus ness survive 
against the big boys'

HFC Cre-r seems to ravE always produced 
realistically priced designs. Have you 
fe It the u rge to build something tota co soar, 
and expensive?
Mike Creek Occasionally, but those desigco 
never emerged as products because et 

weren't sufficiently commercial, 
guess the closest I've come to a ccolly 

high-end product was the predecessor 
current Destiny range. When we sta^: so je: 
costings for it and looked at suppliers sot • c—e 
metalwork requ -ed to produce the product, it 
occurred to us thai we'd perhaos gone a so e 
crag/ and that it might make sense to go back 
to a more conventional cocococo soe mgr: 
revisit that design one day, though.
HFC
objections to rea I high-end coco ucts coco- ■ 
multi-thousand pound prices?
MC That depends on what . t. consider :o oe 
very expensive. There are coode
amplifiers that costs tcoso o ousecois o' 
poundsand I can't ii i in how a one so ould 
find that amount o’ cos in a produ so so -e:a 
it at that kind of price. Bur apart from "at 
have no philosophical objections to ma king 
more expensive producco I do have a 
commercial nule-oi-thumb mat wnat a orod net

"It takes a long time to build up a brand 
before it becomes successful enough to 
create demand for itself."
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the numbers we were selling were so much 
greater than they have been subsequently. This 
is due to the exposure we achieved in those 
60-100 specialist stores that were around in 
the mid-1 980s.

Nowadays, things are marketed differently 
and the growth in multiple-outlet stores and 
franchises has changed the situation. They 
can't stock everything, so even if you come 
along with a product that is demonstrably 
superior to what they have, it doesn't 
necessarily mean that you'll be able to sell it to 
them. In that respect, it's unfortunate for 
people who, like myself years ago, think it 
would be a great idea to make a product and 
sell it in the hi-fi industry, because the chances 
of success are that much lower.

11 takes a long time to build up a brand 
before it becomes successful enough to create 
a demand for itself, which the retailers 
inevitably have to follow. It takes some time for 
a product - even a good one - to find its way 
onto the market these days, at least compared 
to when I started.

For example, when I began Creek, I 
developed a product at home without doing 
any market research - just a gut feeling - and 
took it to a London exhibition. And I chose 
that because it was the earliest show that year 
where I could take the nearly-finished product 
and demonstrate it to the public. That was in 
January and by March, I was selling the first 
products from the exposure I got at that show. 
11 was a rolling success story from the moment 
we started showing the product to people. 
There was an underground communication 
system between the retailers; unlike today, 
where they are that much more concerned with 
their existence than they were then. In those 
days, if one dealer heard something good - 
even if it came from a company whose owner 
was barking mad - he'd ring other dealers and 
share the news, which would generate an 
interest in the product even before it had 
reached production. I sold my first 100 
products that way.

Before I knew it, I couldn't run my company 
in the same way any more. I was spending so 
much time on the phone talking to potential 
customers that I would have quickly become a 
victim of my own success through having no 
time to build, finish and despatch the products. 
HFC

Thinking about it by today's standards, it 
would be virtually impossible to do something 
similar because of all the restrictions, safety 3
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® INDUSTRY PROFILE

"Anyone starting a company should 
remember: if you want to make a small 
fortune in hi-fi. start with a large one.”

CJ approval testing, CE ...... I! oimit mv uug 1 r 
WEEE, RoHS compliance and all re :/c 
complications that are making it mi Active 
to get into this industry nowadays.
HFC
make it unattractive and imposs ib Ie to oc 
what you did nearly 30 years ago1 
MC There is always the degree o ; ac.
involved. When it comes to ihe zz^^i'z a 

aspects, I don't think I ever filled - a cas f”~ov. 
forecast or a profit and loss analysis to te 006 
whether I'd make any money - I ■ js: re ed o 
my instincts. It was something I had to do, ae- 

if it failed, I had to get it ou t of my sys-.em.
I did it and lost money the first =ear 

because I didn't start trading until the end o' 
March, but in the following year I made — ■ e 
biggest profit I've ever made - I im ly could -: 
make enough products. The problems cha '■gec 
and if it hadn't been for my previous 
experience in nwiufeCiu ring, I 006-006 -fi 1 nk 1 
could have driven the uh. tun .<1 
manufaeiurer as well because I wo .. 0., r have 
known how to do it or ' at to expect

Having such a diverse 006006n rs : "e c 

at the age o f 27 would be unusua-'these eays 
This is' 006iii’.r most people ’-ave prooao ly oe^ 

at university until the early 20s .•< en aOu c 

have qualified them one d^sapl ne b : 'lo: a 

the ;i i: duin-J was 006006006006 006006006ave 
experienced through wo ■ - 006 '006 , s
business. I never went:: 006 0065?. 006:
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Listeners of the world unite! You have nothing to lose but your mediocre sound, says the oH-deyital 
revolutionary, Peter Cabriel. Interview: Nigel Williamson

P
eter Gabriel has called upon the music 
industry to use digital delivery to bring 
about a quantum leap in the quality of 
audio “as radically different as stereo is to 

mono." He has also called upon music buyers 
to demand more from their digital systems.

The singer, who made his name with Genesis 
in the early 1970s and went on to enjoy a 
string of solo hits such as Solsbury Hill and 
Sledgehammer, has long been in the forefront 
of new technology. On the website of his record 
company Real World, he recently launched a 
virtual 'production room' and sample packs, 
which enable users to create their own remixes 

of some of his best-known songs, such as Short 

The Monkey (one of the first recorded tracks 
ever to use sampling technology) and material 
by other artists on his label He has also 
purchased Sound State Logic, a company that 
manufacturers state-of-the-art recordmg 
equipment Its consoles are used in a manber 
of leading studios, including his own Real 
World studio at Box. Wiltshire.

"Most of the stuff we hear now has been 
squashed and compressed down to MP3,' he 
says. 'But my hope is that we wil demand 
more and want better sound. I don’t ttank the 
recording quality that is now avadabie shoidd

be wasea Wt- people ssencing money aw 
home r«w n sysamswdkSl sound, 
■msaans can täte adaaMagerddnt and start

26 HI-FI CHOICE | deœnber2006



and I have a childlike belief that great music 
will eventually find an audience. I think the 
Internet can help bring that about."

He is also convinced that the capacity of the 
Internet to change the way music is distributed 
and consumed can also have a knock-on and 
entirely beneficial effect upon the way music is 
made. "In the same way that the economic 
reality of a 45rpm single and a juke-box world 
dictated the kind of music that got made, the 
lack of cost constraints in a digital environment 
- in terms of manufacturing and distribution - 
means a piece of music can be five days long 
as well as five minutes," he postulates.

“Why not? There's room for all sorts of things 
to co-exist and because the overheads are so 
much lower, perhaps you only need to find 100 
or 1,000 people before a project becomes 
financially self-supporting. Previously nothing 
made it through the doors of a record company 
unless it believed it could sell 250,000, so the 
Internet offers a new economic model that is 
inevitably going to be reflected in the way 
music is made.”

The key to this new model, he believes, is 
finding new ways to filter the overwhelming 
amount of material on the Internet. "I think 
there are all sorts of mechanisms - some of 
which involve real people and some of which 
involve sophisticated expert systems - that will 
help us navigate and filter out the stuff we 
don’t want and find the stuff we do. Well send 
little bots out hunting for us to scavenge the 
net and bring in nuggets of gold,” he enthuses.

Gabriel revealed that he has been in 
discussions about the development of what he 
calls a ’self-operating mixing desk', which the 
user could program to search for content 
tailored to their own specific tastes and 
requirements. The idea came out of a 
discussion Gabriel had with Bill Joy, who 
co-founded Sun Microsystems. “We were 
discussing how computers can bring freedom 
of choice and he said that he thought what 
people really wanted was freedom from 
choice," Gabriel recalls. "I thought that was 
quite profound. You have access to everything 
that's out there, but you then have it really well 
filtered in a very sophisticated way so that you 
can chose only to get the stuff that's really

“My hope is that we will demand more and 
better sound. I don’t think the recording 
quality we have now should be wasted.”
going to be meaningful to you, exciting, make 
you happy, make you sad, make you feel like 
dancing - or whatever it is you want.

"You can program it (the desk) to say here's 
what my favourite magazine is giving five stars 
to this month, or Dr Dre's recommendations or
B.B. King or whoever it is. You make these 
faders your 'tastemakers' and you just sit back 
and absorb in a way that allows people to find
their own nichesand mine the veins of their 
own taste rather than take the mainstream."

If that idea is still in the R&D stage, Gabriel is 
almost equally excited about a piece of 
technology already being marketed by Solid 
State Logic. Called the Duende and connecting 
to a standard digital audio workstation via a 
simple FireWire cable, it delivers pro-quality 
sound processing including filters, E and G 
series EQ and dynamic processing, and an SSL 
Stereo Bus Compressor.

"If we can make the Internet sophisticated-'"** 

enough, all of these things give us-the chance 
to improve the way music is recorded, delivered 
and listened to," he says. "In terms of the 

potential the Internet offers to both those who 
make music and those who consume it, we've 
only just started to scratch the surface."

To promote his open ended ideas about 
recording, Gabriel recently conducted a 
competition to find the best remix of Real
World material, using the sample packs that
are still available at www.RealWorldRemixed.
com. The winner was a fellow named
Multiman, whose Simian Surprise 
remix of Shock the Monkey 
won the remixer an SSL 
Duende... and the 
respect of Peter 
Gabriel. HFC

ESSENTIAL GABRIEL
The Encore Series (2003)

For his first trio of solo albums, Gabriel didn't waste The one where a more light-hearted Peter Pushing technical as well as musical boundaries, this
creativity on titles. The last of his 

albums to be called 'Peter Gabriel' 

included the synth-driven hit Comes 
Without Frontiers.

demonstrated he knew how to dance. 

How to move from highbrow rock 

poseur to MTV pin-up while losing 

none of your creative clout

is actually a series of 19 albums 

documenting Gabriel's 2003 US tour, 

designed to circumvent the demand 

for bootlegs.
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ChDiceCiits
This month's varied musical morsels
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

AUDIOPHILE VINYL 
MISSISSIPPI JOHN HURT 
Today!
Vanguard/Pure Pleasure 

180g vinyl

—^7 Music In the early 1960s, the
■* FJSJ® \ career of this previously

\ °^scure blues artist bom in 
v V \ 1892 received a lift on the 

\ back of the folk revival 
\ scene. His influence has 

— been profound, and you 
can hear it in the work of JJ Cale, John 
Renboum and Davy Graham, among 
many others. This is because it does 
not sound like regular blues, but is 
much gentler in both singing and 
picking style. In particular, songs like 
Candy Man have a subtlety and charm 
that is irresistible. ★★★★★ 
Sound: Aside from limited treble 
extension, this record has few 
characteristicsofa 1960s recording. 
There's a little bit of tape hiss, but ifs 
not obvious and overall there is a 
smooth roundness to the sound that 
reveals the music in a clean, open 
fashion. ★★★★ JK

NINA SIMONE 
Emergency Ward! 
RCA/Speakers Comer 

180g vinyl 

utfS Music: Recorded in 1972 and 
F *W featu ring two songs by George

Harrison, only the cover fully 
SMB. reveals the impetus behind 
SjSgj this four track album by the 
MBA queen of soul-jazz,
k'- depicting a collection of
newspaper cuttings about the Vietnam 
war. For the 18-minute live version of 
My Sweet Lord, she takes things down 
to speak directly from the heart and 
then builds the tune up again to the 
point where the gospel choir joins in 
for the theme. Poet David Nelson’s 
Today Is A Killer receives sympathetic 
piano accompaniment and on side two 
there's the melodic and incisive Poppies 
and the second Harrison number. Isn't 
It A Pity is very well sung.
Sound: It's amusing to see the name 
Dynaflex on such a weighty platter, 
originally having referred to extremely 
lightweight vinyl. This is a good album 
with wide bandwidth and atmosphere 
on the live side and precision on the 
studio cuts JK

LPs were supplied by Classic Records 
and Pure Pleasure « wwwdassx/ecordscorn

COMPACT DISC & VI NYL

WILLLIE NELSON WITH RYAN 
ADAMS & THE CARDINALS 
Songbird
LOS
Music Jack White reinventes Lo^ta 
Lynn's cares' a coupie of ^a*s age so 
why shouldn't Ryan Adams ache* tre 
same tor Willie NeIson7 The •eascr tre 
collaboration doesn't entirely secceea $ 
down to the songs Nelson and Adams 
have serried for a coi ecton cr co.es 
Alongside sandarcs by Leona'S Cere' 
Cram Parsons and Aeetwood Mac and 
others there s just one new 
apiece. Its emoyabie enough ' =~ 
undemanding way but uO^atBy 
Songbird's lack of amboor ends up 
sounding rather lazy. * ♦ * 
Sound: Adams and hrs &ec< band 
replace Nelson’s customary parec-oow- 
approach with a fuller ana more 
rhythmic accompaniment that's l" <s 
anything e se - the od ouba* s vast 
catalogue NW

the foltow-up to O - 
okay to like rs an & 
from frag e acoust<

Rice puts hot thar

DAMIEN RICE
9

influence to Rice’s a

VARIOUS
_oe Vee<
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "its like a contemporary Beefheart"
DAVID THOMAS AND TWO PALE BOYS Erewhon Cooking Vinyl

Music: This 1996 album found former Pere Ubu frontman 
Thomas with two exceptional musicians in trumpet player 
and 'vocalist' Andy Diagram and guitarist Keith Moline, both 
of whom produce a range of sounds that extend far beyond 
the expected. Diagram, for example, sings falsetto into his 
trumpet mic to produce a haunting sound that complements 
Thomas's wheezy melodeon beautifully. This is a strange 
album of longing and yearning, almost like a script to a lost

B-movie, and its vivid scenes feature aliens, hardware stores 
and jukeboxes, harking back to the America ofThomas's 
youth. It's like a contemporary Beefheart. *****
Sound: Only ever available on CD, Erewhon is a studio album 
with a fair amount of sound manipulation. Thomas' voice 
goes from the end of an antique telephone to a full scale 
auditorium reverb, so there is little pretence at high fidelity, 
just a great atmosphere. **** JK

DVD-AUDIO & SACD

JOANNA NEWSOM
Ys
Drag City

I ‘.lusic The Californian harpist and singer was 

rather awkwardly lumped in with the new folk 
movement on the release of her de but, The 
Milk-Eyed Mender in 2004. Her songs, mostly 
for solo harp, were certainly acoustic, often
dealt with pastoral themes, and her wayward voice, heavily influenced by the 
free-flowing style of Appalachian singer Texas Gladden didn't seem to fit 
anywhere else. But for her second album she's moved on, bringing more of her 
classical training to bear on the five lengthy pieces that wander through 
kaleidoscopic Wonderland explorations with the aid of former Beach Boys
collaborator Van Dyke Parks's luscious string arrangements. ***** 
Sound : The fantasia of the instrumentation and songs is nicely offset by the 
no-frills recording of one-time noise terrorist Steve Albini and the understated 
production approach of alternative indie/avant garde producer and composer 
Jim O'Rourke.You would have been forgiven for expecting something brash and 
edgy. You would have been wrong, too - this is sublime stuff. ***** DO

CHARLES-VALENTIN ALKAN
Symphony for solo piano, et al 
Marc-Andre Hamelin
Hyperion CDA67218

Music Alkan was a contemporary of 
Liszt, but his music has a rather more 
uncompromising flavour, which the 
remarkable French-Canadian pianist 
Marc-Andre Hamelin makes full use of. 
The writing is variable, but mostly of a 
very high order, but it is difficult music 
to pull off, partly because it demands 
an unusual virtuosity and physical 
strength. It is lyrical, expressive, and the 
musicianship is extraordinary. **** 
Sound: This is a superb example of a 
well prepared Steinway, recorded here 
by Tony Faulkner in the sympathetic 
acoustic of London's Henry Wood Hall. 
This is an instrument that provides an 
enormous dynamic range and the 
tremendously percussive quality 
required for this music ***** AC

VARIOUS
What It Is!
Rhino

Music: There are lots of great soul funk 
compilations of course, but this one 
takes some beating. Subtitled Funky 
Soul And Rare Grooves 7967-77, it is a 
treasure trove of gems, including a new 
alternate take of Aretha's Rock Steady 
and a welcome cut from Little Richard's 
soul period. Full marks for the quality 
control of the compilers, since there 
isn't even a whiff of a scraped barrel in 
these 91 superb tracks of music packed 
with verve and bounce, grit and style. A 
superb reward for crate diggers and 
casual fans alike - make sure it's on 
your Christmas list. *****
Sound: All the tracks have been lovingly 
remastered, some for the first time, and 
a good job has been done of raising the 
quality of the sometimes dubious 
source material. **** DO

LITTLE RICHARD 
Little Richard/ Here's... 
SACD (two-channel mono SACD/CD) 
Mobile Fidelity Sound Lab

Music This unusual SACD reissue choice combines 
two mono albums on one disc and revitalises some of 
the most explosive rock 'n' roll ever made for the 
audiophile community. Both contain songs that are 
frankly shocking in their energy - hits like Tutti Frutti 
and Ready Teddy have a raw power that has rarely
been repeated in popular music.The combination of Richard's extraordinary 
vocals, great if often unsubtle songwriting (usually by the singer himself) and 
fabulous, saxophone-powered musical arrangements make this distinctive stuff 
that is hard to resist. These LPs are from 1957 and 1958, and contain all the hits: 
Long Toll Sally, Keep A Knockin' Good Colly Miss Molly etal. Essential. ***** 
Sound: Mobile Fidelity has done a great job with these two albums. The mono 
approach delivers them in all their glory and with a dynamic system you will be 
amazed at the sheer excitement they can deliver. It's a marvel the microphones 
could take it. **** JK

JS BACH, CPE BACH, DISTLER 

Various Works
Anne Galowich, Jos van lmmerseel, Anima Eterna 
SACD (stereo/mult1cannel SACD plus stereo CD) 
Turtle Records TRSA 0024

Music: Conceived as a programme, this disc 
includes two baroque pieces, from JS Bach and his 
second son, CPE, and one from 20'" century 
composer Hugo Distler. There are musical and 
geographical links that help unite them, as there is 
with the musicians that play them here, including the
period harpsichords. Although the disc is short at under44 minutes, the quality 
of the playing - and in particular the commitment and passion of the keyboard 
work - is truly special. *****
Sound: Turtle Records is a small, specialist outfit, which is perhaps why unusual 
attention to detail and care that has been taken over the recording, which 
rewards replay on a good player. The engineering is first rate, a picture in the 
informative booklet showing the spaced omni mics on a pole as the main 
pickup, with a couple of extra mics to flesh out the acoustic. ***** AC

ANN HAMPTON CALLAWAY 

Blues In The Night
SACD (stereo/multicannel SACD plus stereo CD) 
Telarc

Music: Ann Hampton Callaway is not only an 
accomplished singer, but also a Broadway performer 
and an award-winning songwriter in her own right, 
with her tunes regularly covered by the likes of Barbra 
Streisand. In later years she's moved in more of a jazz 
direction and on this mix of standards and 
self-penned numbers she varies the mood between
small-combo ballads (including an unusual interpretation of Rodgers and Hart's 
Blue Moon) and storming big band numbers (Swingin' Away The Blues, the 
jokey I'm-Too-Wh/te-To-S/ng-The-Blues Blues) with the help of the all-women 
Diva Jazz Orchestra. It's an easy listening treat, with Callaway's low-slung alto 
voice relishing the tunes and only occasionally straying into trad Broadway 
showiness. ***
Sound: Very much the sort of well-produced, glossily smooth fare you expect to 
hear at hi-fi shows... but listen a little closer, particularly in the more revealing 
surround mode, and Ann Hampton Callaway's obvious love for the material 
shines through. ***** DO
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ChoiceMail
The pick of this month's best letters 
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London 
NWI 6NW. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenetco.uk

GIVEN A GRILLING

I have been a subscriber to Hi-Fi Choice for 
many years and the reviews have helped me 
when considering changes and upgrades to my 
system. My wife doesn't understand the 'man 
thing' of having to have 'lots of big boxes' JUSt 
to play music and to her, aesthetics are 
important. The big problem is speakers: I listen 
with the grilles off but my wife prefers them 
on. All your speaker reviews show the grilles 
off. I am considering a speaker upgrade and 
would like to involve my wife in the decision, 
but she can't see the speakers as she prefers 

them. So here's a plea; please show speakers 
with grilles on and off, that will keep us both 
happy and make creating a shortlist much 
easier! Many thanks for an excellent mag.

Richard Vass via email

HFC Point taken, Richard. However, most 

speakers are designed to operate at their 

best without the grilles, and there are only a 

handful of models that are specifically 

designed for optimum performance with the 

grilles on. Therefore, we tend to show the 

speakers sans grille, as that's how most 

people will (or rather should) use them. Plus, 

of course, it allows readers to see more of 

the speaker and therefore, get more out of 

the text. With grilles generally being much 

of a muchness, we're sure if you use your 

imagination you could accurately visualize 

the speaker fully clothed.

BUY MORE GREEN

I was interested in a letter in Choice Mail last 
month (HFC 286) entitled Environmentally Ill 

and discussing 'green' hi-fi.
You state that a new EU directive is likely to 

push for greater energy efficiency in consumer 
electronics. If this is the case, why is the 
government forcing us into digital television 
and radio, which uses at least ten per cent 
more electricity?

"Please show 
speakers with grilles 
on and off, that will 
keep us both happy."

Personally, I cannot see or hear much 
difference between analogue and digital and 
even most hi-fi reviewers recommend analogue 
FM while it is still available. Perhaps inventor 
Trevor Bayliss could invent a foot-pedal 
operated generator) This would then satisfy 
both government objectives to use less energy 
and take exercise whilst watching digital TV

D. Hamilton Surrey

HI-FI TAKES THE FLAC

"MP3 downloads are awful," says Andy Giles, 
in Emperor's new download (Dispatches, HFC 

286). True. However, Andy then asks, "Can you 
really listen to classic albums while you're on a 
train or a plane" and suggests that you can't.

"All compressed music is soulless," he says. 
Not so. Just create your own high-quality MP3 
files from your CDs - easy and free if you have 
a PC. If you can't tolerate the very idea of 
compressed files, create lossless FLAC files 
instead (although it would be interesting to 
see if Andy could tell the difference between □

LenerofthenbMTth
RIPPER MATE
I rip all of my CDs onto a PC, in both the MP3 

format, and lossless. I use the MP3 files for 

portable players and stream the lossless files to 

a Slimdevices Squeezebox 3 network music 

player for my main listening, using a Musical 

Fidelity X-24 DAC instead of the unit's onboard 

DAC. I am really impressed with the sound 

quality and don't actually play CDs any more, 

although, I always buy my music in CD format. 

My next move is to buy a QNAP server, so I 

don’t need to use a PC or wireless network. I 

would be really interested to see a comparison 

between music servers/clients and direct CD 

replay. Also, I'd be interested in comparisons 

between lossless codecs, although there isn’t 

supposed to be a difference. How about it?

Alan via email

HFC We know of a few technology-led early 

adopters within the audiophile community 

who are taking this approach and seem 

happy with the results. Codec comparison 

sounds like a job for Richard Black, who may 

expand upon this subject in forthcoming 

Techno columns, so keep an eye out.

The author of our letter of the month

receives a one-metre pair of Crystal 

Cable Connect Piccolo interconnects 
worth £260, featuring a silver/gold 

conductor with Kapton insulation, plus a 
transparent Teflon jacket So get writing! 

(150 words max please...)
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[Choice Mail] Readers' leners

CJ top-quality homemade MP3s and FLAC 'n a 
blind testy And the bene fits de..f t mere. I 
use FLAC files on my portable, and tne same 
files are used on my main home system - a 
server containing all my FLAC files, ed to my 

amp via a standalone DAC I s much more 
convenient than my CDs and there's no 
compromise in sound quality.

John Killeen He re.

Below: Arcam AVR300 re<eiver

DC' tq R= FAM _- S

Onlin

Jmike

I have a Linn set-up and 
wonder about problems I 
might encounter playing

Has anyone heard of a 

brand called Vincent?

^RONM00W
Have

HFC There's a lot to be said for lossless ant! 
uncompressed music files and going the 
extra mile with your music portable. Ta - e a 
look at our AVI Active Neutron loudspea er 
review on p50, to see just how good 
portables can sound in the home.

TWOGOOD
I am the happy owner of an Arcam DV79 DVD 
player and AVR300 receiver My gripe is the 
duplication of surround decoding in my set-up. 
The DV79 has excellent onboard 5.1 and 
Prologic II functions. As I don T need to dwecode 
any other sources, and I don t As.c roo ' 'or 
seven spea ers, I am wa siing all me pr^ocesing 
power o the AVR300. What I ;.. ~ rea Ily lit® 
is a one-box. processor-less, five-channel 
equivalent! Arcam does offer a multichannel 
version of the A90 integrated, but you still 
need an external power amo ft: f'"t resat 

is 50 per cent more than the AVR300. The 
only pure multichannel • ntegrated a moiifiers I 
have come across are the Patties Onema-X

I have £2,000 to get a 
new system. My room is 
about 7x3m. I have been 
thinking about the new 
Roksan Kandy L3 and 
something like the new 
Cyrus 8vs 2 for amps, a 
Cyrus 6 CD player, and 
perhaps Dali Ikon 6 or 
KEF ¡09 speakers. Any 
suggestions?

Have you considered 
Musical Fidelity? The A3 5 
range is being replaced, so 
you should be able to get 
a CD and amp for £500 
each, leaving £1.000 for 
speakers and cables

Searking

(brr. £4,750 is a li- e e 
lliule S00TW IA 55B -

_ ' _

: = —
Is there a gap r the manret here’ 

Chnristos - .

HFC You are quite tight Christos. There is a 
whopping great gap in the market There are 
other options, aside from the two jrou 
mention, but they are essential's norrsensca 
because no-one really wants to use three 
separate stereo preamps and adjust tne 
volume controls independently. Trouble is 
not all DVD players have the same ese- of 
on-board multichannel set-up and precess-c 
and many companies prefer an amprdasec 

of microphones to simplify set-up rex the ere 
user. This situation will not last though. as 
HDMI becomes more of a common 
multichannel standard. The douo>.ng _p of 
processors may well disappear

James Scanlan as::

A few choice comments plucked from ar online 
forum. Join in the fun at wwwtvftchcucecoui

Z-OICE
HIFI

200g vinyl Will I need to 

change the VTA?

J use 200g vinyl and hie 

nerer adjusted my VIA. It 

has never been a problem

"My gripe is the 
duplication of 
surround decoding in 
my set-up."
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AWARDS 2005
PRODUCTOF THE YEAR

STEREO SPEAKERS

SERIES

acoustic intelligence

"In brief, this is an impressive and surprisingly sophisticated 
and affordable speaker package.”

What Home Cinema, 2006

"The iQ3 is a very respectable performer at its 
modest price." HI-FI Choice, 2006

“The iQ7s offer an exceptional listening experience.”
Active Home, 2006

"Once again the iQ5s prove too much for the competition. 
Big, confident, poised sound belies the modest dimensions. 
KEF’s gauntlet is well and truly thrown down.” 

What Hi Fi Sound and Vision, 2006

“This latest generation doesn’t just add an ‘i’ before 
the ‘Q’; it is also the proud bearer of some of the 
best speakers KEF has made ever.”

HI-FI Choice, UK 2006

All the reviewers seem to agree - Q series, the intelligent choice.

KEF Audio (UK), Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME 15 6QP U.K. T: + 44 (0) 1622 672261. F: + 44 (0) 1622 750653 www.kef.com

http://www.kef.com


REGA APOLLO CD PLAYER REGA BRIO 3 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 
REGA R3 LOUDSPEAKERS £ 1324



[ Beautiful Systems ]

Sonic firework
This Rega combo delivers dynamite performance for sparklers 
money - 'high-end' sound has reached its lowest-ever price point...

T
he system you see before you is 
remarkable. That it's here at all, in 
a section of the magazine that's 
usually dedicated to the rare delights of 

the high end, is remarkable. What it 
costs is remarkable. Its sonic abilities are 
wonderfully, completely and utterly 
remarkable. And the most remarkable 
thing of all' It sounded fantastic at 
Bristol's Sound and Vision hi-fi show 
earlier this year.

Now, as you probably know, hi-fi 
systems and hi-fi shows usually like 
each other about as much as - oh, let's 
see - Steve Mclaren and David 
Beckham. However meticulously the 
hardware is set up, it tends to 
underachieve in the most perplexing 
fashion. Over the years, hi-fi shows have 
often been graveyards for the good, the 
great and the gorgeous; the places, 
uniquely, where the famous and the 
fabulous falter.

But not this disarmingly unshowy 
combo from Rega. This is a stereo 
system that had people queuing in the 
corridors, mouths slightly agape, feet 
tapping with a will of their own, heads 
nodding as one. The question on 
everyone's lips seemed to be this: how 
come a system that costs just £1,324 
(or rather less than a metre run of 
interconnect cable connecting some of 
the more ambitious CD spinners and 
amps) can sound so thrillingly natural 
and musical' And, of all places, at a hi-fi 
show. How indeed... that's why it's here.

THE SIMPLE SOLUTION
First, the one word answer: Rega. 
Founded in 1973 by Roy Gandy, this 
small specialist British hi-fi 
manufacturer has become nothing less 
than a synonym for affordable gear that 
sounds expensive. The company's 
philosophy is as simple and 
straightforward as its kit: "to make high 

quality products at sensible prices, as a 
means of reproducing music as 
faithfully as possible."

And it all stems from one man's 
mission. Back when he was a boy, 
Gandy's mum asked him if he would 
prefer a television or a record player in 
the house. The story goes that Roy the 
boy begged for a record player, so she 
bought a telly. Mrs Gandy undoubtedly 
did the world a favour. Stung by this 
early setback, young Roy drove 
headlong into the world of hi-fi and 
flung away the rear view mirror. At 18, 
he built his first pair of loudspeakers.

VINYL CONNOISSEUR
An arguably even greater talent as a 
turntable designer surfaced a few years 
later with a Gandy-modified 
Connoisseur that, according to the 
reviewer who heard it in 1972, sounded 
unusually wonderful. The rest, as they 
say, is history. And what a history: the 
Planet and Planar turntables, the 
RB250 and RB300 tonearms, the Bias 
and Elys cartridges, the Ela loudspeaker 
and Elex and Elicit amps - all vital 
coordinates in putting Rega on the hi-fi 
map. Today, Rega's turntable, CD 
player, amplifier and loudspeaker 
ranges offer up numerous complete 
Rega systems at various, real world, 
price points. The company now employs 
fifty-five people and, with its 
burgeoning worldwide success, 
continues to grow. What Rega doesn't 
know about putting performance before 
price isn't worth knowing.

But even given all of that - and it's 
hard not to drop in a 'respect' at this 
point - this is still a remarkable system. 
Some have suggested it's because of an 
extraordinary synergy, superior even to 
that of other cherry-picked coalitions in 
the Rega line-up. Maybe. Here at 
Beautiful Systems we think the CD Cl

"This is a steres system that had people queuing 
in the corridors, mou hs slightly agape, feet 
tapping with a will of their own."'

Rega Apollo r
CD player 
£498
Any system would 
be privileged to have 
the Apollo spinning 
the discs. It sounds 
vastly more 
expensive than it is 
with midrange and 
treble performance 
that's right out of 
the top drawer.

integrated 
amplifier
£328
The Brio 3 continues
to evolve, gaining 
more muscle and a 
better power supply.
While no 
powerhouse, it has 
grip, speed and 
musicality in spades 
and makes a brilliant 
partner for the 
Apollo CD player'.

Rega 
loudspeaker 
£498 per pair
If your living room is 
the size of The 
Albert Hall, you 
might need to look 
elsewhere.
Otherwise, the R3 
does detail, 
dynamics and bass 
with rare skill for a 
speaker so slim and 
visually unobtrusive.
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modem ca' ad jstnc tne enc neE player has an awful lot to hold its 
hand up for. The new £498 Rega 
Apollo is, without question in our 
minds, a landmark product - as 
significant as the Planar turntables and 
RB tonearms and right now. by an 
almost embarrassing margin, the best 
£500 CD player on the planet What’s 
really satisfying, though - what appears 
to set it apart from the majority of 
super-tweaked, breathed-on 
autographed, delicately perfumed or 
otherwise enhanced' CD spinners on 
the market - is that its performance 
advantage seems to be anchored n 
good, old-fashioned innovation.

'Innovation' isn’t just marketing 
leverage at Rega. It actually means 
something. The company's full "a~e is 
Rega Research, after all The Ape o 
goes some way to taking CD replay 
back to basics and thinking aga n. 
When a disc is clicked into its 
top-loading mechanism (a three-pc nt 
mounting ball chuck, similar to that 
found in many portables which Rega 
says beats conventional pucks for 
stability and tracking respons-veness । 
the laser has a longer, harde' 100k at t 
than normal. It takes a few seconds The 
reason is that the Apollo's unique 
British-designed processor chip is 
analysing the disc to optimise playback 
Rega compares the process to that of 
an engine management system on a

settings eccont rc to tne = -"e-t
te—:e^^"E e-; —: te--ce-at-ie =--=
qua rty and so or.

LASER.C.UIDED
Rega cams the desayn s <e an, 

other n spec a st" tcca. Tne ase- 
pekup s ac.a'cec fa y Oota sene 
control e-uses soet a sens crtcess'c 
techniques to ensu'e that tne cats 
•eccserec tne dsc s of tne very 
n ghest a-a ty Aff.-a-cec aoert—5 
reep the ase' spot . farmee 
and in the idea traa ng pcsto" for 
data recovery The em ire IC 5 ntcrec 
via a Phase Lock Loop of Rega s owr 
desgn. »’ er s ca mec tt a o« cette- 
CD data recover, as we as a big 
mprovement m tne p_a ty cr the data 

ae .«rec to tre Woifsor AVe'-Z 
Sig ma Delta 24-brt DAC wtr 
d-fferental outputs

Ironically, the Apcxc arguaon cots 
and feels a “e ess sc t than a £500 
CD player shoe rd - not *e nee by tne 
s ghtfy fiddry disc cat nc arc tiascary 
finish. In fact it coed eas y be 
m staken fa' Rega s pres ous ertr.-e.e 
player the Panel as the ssewen 5 
ce"tca Does." t sou nc <e t thoug" 

The Planet was very gooc arc tne 
Apollo is bette" By '□uc—. a coupe tr 
ght years. Ard here s tne tn -g mat 

soeca Brtsr-oesg-ec zrxess,-g tn c

BS.f-0 TSK)
_ me -asrt store sal far tne ttmeam. 5

REGA S 01702 333071 WWW.REGA.CO.UK

http://WWW.REGA.CO.UK


Beautiful Systems]

"Perhaps the most surprising thing about this stereo system, 
given its modest price, is its absolute faithfulness to musical 
accuracy, communication and pleasure."
packs in three drivers - all produced 
in-house, incidentally, to Rega's exact 
spec. The RR125 midrange unit is 
claimed to offer excellent damping of 
cone resonances, resulting in a 
smoother response. More unusual, 
though, is the side-firing 125mm bass 
driver, which uses an eight-layer voice 
coil in aluminium rather than copper 
No crossover filters are necessary for 
this driver, giving it better integration 
with the midrange unit. This, says Rega, 
results in exceptional timing without 
compromising any of the midrange and 
treble performance. The front-firing port 
means they can be placed near a wall, if 
required. That said, they seem happiest 
pulled at least a foot into the room.

HAPPY AND FAITHFUL
And we mean happy. Perhaps the most 
surprising thing about this stereo 
system, given its modest price, is its 
absolute faithfulness to musical 
accuracy, communication and pleasure. 
Ear-splitting sound-pressure levels and 
bass that makes you feel sick are of no 
i nterest to Rega's little system, and 

rightly so. They have nothing to do with 
getting off on good tunes.

Another distinction. This Rega system 
doesn't sound contrived in the 'good 
tunes' department. You know the score: 
hyped transients, lean balance for that 
' ultra tuneful' bass. No, it just sounds 
musical in a very unshowy and 
undemonstrative way. So long as you 
don't drive the amp too hard, the results 
are detailed and natural with an easy 
presentation of detail, excellent 
resolution and fine overall integration. 
Soundstaging is broad and spacious, 
rhythmic coherence excellent.

Where its real star quality shines, 
through, is in the upper octaves, which 
are fabulously well detailed and 
transparent. Not only does this give 
instruments a convincing timbral sheen, 
i t also stuns in its immediacy, attack 
and verve. Mouth organ - bluesy, John 
Hammond - has stinging, tingling 
presence and tangibility, guitar - laid 
back, Steve Laury - a beautifully warm 
and natural timbre. Timing is nailed, 
music makes sense. It all brings a 
greater sense depth and subtlety to the 

listening experience, the overall 
presentation sounding more rounded 
and polished yet, at the same time, 
endowed with greater incisiveness, 
precision and resolution. Everything is 
clear: explicit, neck-tingling 
musicianship shines through.

With just about any cut from John 
Mayer (but we'll settle for his duet with 
Herbie Hancock, Stitched Up), the 
system is again in its element. This is 
real music with startling life and 
authority. Taut bass, effortless dynamic 
swings, wonderful mid-range presence 
and intelligibility and, again, that 
thoroughly alluring sheen to the treble.

So, it's easy to see what all the fuss 
was about in Bristol. With the terrific 
Apollo doing its bidding, this hi-fi 
system is fast, rhythmic and musically 
involving, more than capable of 
eclipsing many mega-buck combos on 
the day, and it does similar in the home, 
too. Quite simply, it provides 
unhindered access to the emotional 
power of music. And that, dear reader, is 
the biggest kick of all. HFC

David Vivian
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THE EVOLUTION CHA-'E =
Since launching the legendary KSA-5O arnc er a c^Jar.er ^ a a:: Kre.l - ;.i it - ; : . a . : . -
world leaders in the design of high aucfio e^Of"'lCS. roe- -:-e .eri . — -tre -e-: - - : : tas 7 2' 
have redefined the way we listen to music.
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Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high performance hi-fi in the world.
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Musical Fidelity X-RAYv8 
CD player and X-T100 
integrated amplifier 
McIntosh MA6300 
integrated amplifier 
AVI Active Neutron 
loudspeaker
Resolution Audio Opus 21, 
XS and S30 CD player/ 
tuner/amp system
Primäre PRE30 preamplifier 
and A32 power amplifier
Grado GS1000 headphones 
Moon Evolution Series i-7 
integrated amplifier 
Ferguson Hill FH007 
amp and speaker system
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ALR Jordan Note 3

OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED

Percentage ratings for 
various different criteria, 
like sound quality and 
value for money
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mains cable

81
83

B&W CM7
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The things we like most 
about the product

_________________

The things we think 
could be better
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Edrtor's Choice

hifi in the business

Oehlbach Rattlesnake 3 
loudspeaker cable
Audica MPS-l desktop amp 
and speaker system 
Custom Design Reference 
loudspeaker stand

luc l.dn rind "‘"‘.. civilised players for tn.. 
money. But few combine dynamics with fine 
timing skills as effectively as this. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
SOUND 83%

FEATURES 85% .

, WeU built and fully featured. 
' with a snappy, open and 
' dynamic sound.
’ UCOW
f <t>*rnally it's a £300 Marantz 

। - no bad thing in itself, but 
I ifs hotter than it looks!

BEST BUY

HIFICHOICE
magazine

Best Buy

EDITORS CHOICE
HIFImagazine

BUILD 85% 
m ..hi i—□

VALUE 85%

locking io, a spinner to inspire you it could prove a bargain.

HIFICHOICE » 040/*
OVERALL SCORE Q*T /U

J_________
The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performance. 
Components scoring 
more than 85% 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge

A component 
receiving the coveted 
Hi-Fi Choice Best 
Buy Badge has been 
judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
thereby offering 
outstanding value 
for money.

This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
components that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance, regardless 
of cost These products 
may be considered 
among the very best of 
their kind.

Turn the page for the most
rigorous tests of serious

Musical Fidelity X RAYv8 CD player and X-T100 integrated amplifier [ Review]

The X factor
MF's new X-Series components share two things: the first is a power supply, the second is great sound



Q&A
We talked to Antony Michaelson, 
the bmins behind Musical 
Fidelity, about the
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A component 
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Hi-Fi Choice Best 
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judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
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magazine

Editor's Choice
This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
components that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance, regardless 
of cost These products 
may be considered 
among the very best of 
their kind.

Turn the page for the most 
rigorous tests of serious 
hi-fi in the business...
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Musical Fidelity XRAYv8 CD player and X T100 integrated amplifier [ Review ]

The X factor
MF's newX-Series components share two things: the first is a power supply, the second is great sound

PRODUCT X-RAYv8 and X-T1OO

TYPE CD player and integrated stereo amplifier

PRICE (X-RAYv8) £799; (X-T1OO) £899

KEY FEATURES (X-RAYv8) Size (WxHxD): 21,9x8.8x34cm 
O Weight 4kg O Analogue outputs: single-ended RCA 
phono O Digital outputs: S/PDIF electrical, Toslink optical 
O (X-T100) Size (WxHxD): 21.9x8.8x36cm O Weight: 
3.85kg O Inputs: three single-ended RCA phono, MM/ 
MC phono stage O Front-mounted portable player input 
O Outputs: tape, preamp, speaker terminals (single set) 
O Rated power 70 watts per channel (8 ohms)

CONTACT S 020 8900 2866
www.musicalfidelity.com

F
reed from the yoke of UK manufacturing, 
Musical Fidelity is now a British design 
team coupled with Taiwanese 
manufacturing. This appears to be the only 

way that good products - at least ones that 
don't cost as much as a small Mercedes - can 
be made at competitive prices. And Musical 
Fidelity has always been competitive.

At first glance, it's hard to pin down whether 
this is a single system, spread over three boxes; 
two components with a shared power supply; 
or three individual components. The regular 
method of purchase throws some light on this: 
the X-RAYv8 CD player (sans power supply) is 
sold separately, while the X-T100 integrated 
amplifier is supplied with the smaller TRIPLE X 
power supply, designed to feed the CD player, 
the amp and a forthcoming X-PLORAv8 tuner.

From the front, these are three very similar, 
squared-off boxes, sporting a typical two-tone 
Musical Fidelity visage. This is neatly 
understated here - there are none of the blue 
glowing feet and landing lights of recent 
high-end Musical Fidelity. The black anodised 
extruded cases are almost identical too, save for 
the TRIPLE-X being about two-thirds of the 
width and depth of the CD and amp boxes.

The X-RAYv8 CD player is lighter and more 
utilitarian than most, with just six buttons, the 
loading tray and the display at the front, plus a 
pair of phono sockets and coaxial/optical 
digital outputs at the rear. Blue remains a 
design feature, with an elegant and easy to 
read light-on-dark-blue two-deck display 
beneath the CD drawer. This can be dimmed or 
turned off altogether from the remote control. 
Inside, the player sports a Philips CD 
mechanism coupled with 24-bit/192kHz dual 
differential delta-sigma DACs, with an eight 
times oversampling filter and jitter down to a 
claimed 135psec. This is very similar to other 
CD players in the Musical Fidelity pantheon, 

although more expensive designs feature 
funky, valve-based analogue output stages.

Despite the compact size and enclosed cases 
with next to no heat output, the X-Series 
products are not entirely valve-free - the 
X-T100 has a pair of 6922 double-triode valves 
in the preamp stage. This 70-watt amp isn't 
brimming over with connections: three 
line-level and MM phono inputs, plus tape and 
preamp outputs, all in single-ended RCA 
phono guise. It also has a single pair of good 
but basic gold-plated speaker terminals for 
each channel. The one concession to 
modernism is a mini-jack at the front marked 
'PDF, for Portable Device Input. Designed to 
take the feed from a portable player like an 
iPod, this shares the 'Aux 1' input Otherwise, 
five little buttons, six LEDs and a big powered 
remote volume knob (with a decent ALPS 
potentiometer behind it) complete the deal.

The reasons for moving the power supply out 
of the single-box chassis are simple. On one 
level, it lowers costs to the end user; if there 
are a lot of repeat parts in the power supplies 
of both CD and amplifier, and they can be 
shared (without causing sonic degradation in 
the process), the product will cost less to build 
and to ship, and ends up being cheaper in the 

"Despite the compact size and enclosed 
cases with next to no heat output, the 
X-Series products are not entirely valve-free."

shops. In addition, removing the power supply 
from the main box ends up effectively 
eliminating much of the hysteresis effects 
endemic in sticking power supplies next to 
sensitive low-level signal paths. Cleverly, MF 
has given each product a different pinning on 
the captive XLR lead on the back of the CD, 
amp and tuner, so you can only plug the CD 
player into the CD player socket and so on. 
Joining the three XLR sockets are an IEC mains 
input at the rear, and a power button with 
accompanying blue LED on the front. It really 
doesn't get any more minimalist than this.

Like the Resolution Audio system also tested 
in this issue (see p52), this is a departure from 
the usual CD player and integrated amp design 
template - but the departure here is less radical. 
With the Resolution Audio set-up, you cannot 
operate the other amp/source components 
without the CD player's power supply, which 
makes the player a mandatory component. 
Similarly, the X-RAYv8 requires a separate power 
supply to operate, but this power supply comes 
as standard when you buy the amp. Or, if you 
want to use the CD player with a different 
amplifier, you can buy the TRIPLE-X on its own 
for £299 - so you can use either component in 
and mix and match system if you so wish. □
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We talked ta Aniony Michae/^, 
the brains z Musical 

Fidelity, about how bon "et 

X-Series products grew out of the 

rich soil W prod products

HFC The sim * im im for this

CD player and MPs most expens- e models are 

almost identical. How is this possible?

AM Ithimr ■, we use a similar level o' dig ss 

processing t. ■= s - - t; ' all our CD pl^re. T-s is 

because the : th : th ■ m im ; ; ■ e th 

best and something so good isn't rod: g-ea: As

a result, from a technical staodfioirii. per cheaim 

CD players are comparable with the mos: 

expensive from anywhere_ Our expensive CD 

players have advanced power; . e; a 

sophisticated output stages, which i r-preve the 

sound greatly and, regrettably, iCOS: tois » 

implement At least we are imthim - ; ; 

technical standpoint rod-rod t th users'; ge: re 

best sound possible for their hard eamec

How much of the technology in the X-TIOO - as 
trickled down from Musical fidelity's hig h-end 

kW amplifier designs?

Trickle down' would be an uoderstatement How 

about 'waterfall down'? The preamp dra. it in the

"That sound draws you into j t s e n v e I o □ i n g 
and wide soundstage and places you m *Th 
the orchestra or band. '

X-T10O is virtually identical to that in the kW55O I 

less headroom, less exalted technical performance f 

etc. The power amp circuit is almost the same as 
one half of a kW bridge drcurt Essential sound 

quality is very similar iim .-. rim users --users .= 

muscle and headroom thar; e ■ ..: A t thimr

How important is keeping the power supply 

separate by placing it in the TOPlE-X power 

supply box?

Very, very important! From a sonic perspective, 

there is no doubt that not hav ng a transformer 

interjecting magnetic hysteresis into components 

and PCB tracks has a significant effect on ultra-fine 

detail retrieval. And that, in our opinion, is ^rat 

proper hi-fi should be able to do_

SOUND QUALfTY
Musical Fide t. st seeths tc the e-'x the - be
folklore that suggests proc jcs -eec a wee<-crc
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Little Big Mac
his integrated amp brings McIntosh's distinctive, big-boned retro style to a new, lower price point

b°hms
Im .01 .1 h

.02 .2 1Q0

X. « ohms 2Qq

HE4dpH0n

PRODUCT McIntosh MA6300

TYPE Integrated stereo amplifier

PRICE £3,300

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44.5x17.9x47.6cm
O Weight: 34kg O Inputs: six line-level (five RCA phono, 
one balanced XLR), MM phono stage O Balance control 
O Headphone socket O System remote control O Rated 
power 100 watts per channel (8 Ohms) O Dual VU 
meters (one per channel)

CONTACT a 0870 199 3914 @ www.mcintoshlabs.com

M
cIntosh is best known for its 
distinctive, retro-styled components, 
which now embrace multichannel as 
well as stereo equipment (it has begun to 

include loudspeakers, too). The other thing it is 
well known for is its advocacy of valve-based 
amplifiers. A number of the oldest McIntosh 
designs date back almost half a century, and 
have legendary status. Some of those early 
classics are still in everyday use, while some of 
the newer models, including the MA2275 
reviewed in these pages a little over a year ago, 
are closely modelled on those seminal designs.

left

pRONo

POVJ^ guaro

Right

M’lnlosft

4 ohms 

ourpuT

VOLUME

200

lately, McIntosh has been spreading its 
wings, a move that appears to have been 
precipitated by its incorporation into the D&M 
group, whose two largest member companies 
are Denon and Marantz. One of the more 
decisive moves the company has made, which 
was presaged at the last Las Vegas CES trade 
show in January, was to introduce some 
entry-level products - or at least what passes 
as 'entry level' for an upmarket manufacturer
like McIntosh. The subject of this test is one of 
these more easily ‘affordable’ newcomers.

To produce an amplifier that doesn't cost a 
King's Ransom, but which still offers plenty of 
grunt for not excessive money, McIntosh has 
taken the solid-state route. This may not at first 
appear to be where its corporate heart lies, but 
the company has been using transistor-based 
design in some models for quite some time, so 
it's not an entirely new departure.

The basics are as follows. The MA6300 is an 
integrated stereo amplifier that delivers 100 
watts per channel into 8 ohms, rising 
significantly to 160 watts per channel into four 
ohms. The unit has a moving magnet phono 

stage, five singl^ended, line-level inputs and a 
tape in^tit, plus 'Unbalanced input using the 

usual XLR terminals. The pre- and power amp 
sections communicat^ia removable rear panel 

links, and'Single pair of speakers and 
headphones can be connected. In addition,
each input has its own serial data control socket, 
which can be linked to a separate McIntosh 
source component for remote power on/off 
purposes. The volume control is an unindented 
analogue rotary control; a second with a centre 
detent is used to set channel balance.

The amplifier is supplied with a remote 
control handset of rather pedestrian styling that 
can also operate McIntosh source components. 
The amp itself has all the traditional styling 
cues of other models from the company, 
including a glass front panel with screen
printing applied on the inner surface, where it 
will not be subject to physical wear. Styling is 
determinedly retro, and as usual the front panel 
and its blue power meters are internally lit by 
LED light sources and fibre optics.

Technology highlights include an R-core 
transformer at the heart of the power supply
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Musical Fidelity X^RAYvB CD player and X-nOO imegrated amplifier [Review]

A 1 OOO of a I ittle over decade a? ~ '
long Musical Fidelity memories will gt a 
blissed out at the chance of lai.iiriq hold o ' 
that design again - it was one of the best 
amps of its time. If you want one today t 
commands more than it originally cost

Like the A 1000, the key word ; - the 
X-TlOO's sound is 'inviting'. That »unr: draws 
you into its enveloping and wide aimdstagc, 
and places you in with the orchestra or aard. 
Yes, it runs out of puff when you eed i va;t 
orchestral pieces or you if want to play Fmereofl, 
Lake & Palmer at full tilt (if you do, potsom e 
help). Yes, in absolute terms, the sound sn: as 
crisp and leading-edge fast a t e — .*'m • -gs 
of Salisbury (a' a aim) can muster. But marry 
who are looking for music as sonic sculptor« 
and not a series of temporal peaxs a s ta rs 
may prefer the X-Series :aa roach.

On occas "S z..- 'a a- aa ae bass -st = 
sort of Jekyll and Hyde quality to it Bass notes 
were deep and clearly defined in almost every 
case, but for an occasional boom that was out

Phono stage above------------ 
vahe preamptrfier

Putty duat mono- 
power amplifiers

ALPS dual-gang — 

motorized volume 

potentiometer

^Detai-H1M

of time with the music Let's not overstate this
you might hear it twice in 10 hours of 
listening. It also went away by repositioning 
the loudspeakers further into the room. When

intensitally dose, note -a. 'c g-eat terr =- 
a sense of -octwess tc the -ass G trat

swapping back to a Sugden 
A21SE amp, the speakers 
sounded thin in this new 
placing and bac t “hey wan? 
to their original position.

It's not that one position 
is intrinsically right and 
the other irrtmisorlly 
wrong; both amps play 
good bass in the isquisite 
speaker positions, with 
the Musical Fidelity 
pouia-aa a. a e 
greater sense of solidity, 
the Sugden having the 
more comfortable and

warmer bottom e-c But the twc a-e



Mclelmosb MA6300 integrated amplifier

We spoke to Ron Evans, Vice 
President of Mcintosh 
Engineering, about the genesis of 
the company's new entry-level 
integrated amp

HFC What advantages do
ThermalTrak output transistors have?
RE ThermalTrak allows us to run the amplifier 
cooler, and to maintain much closer control over 
operating temperatures. This has the secondary 
effect that the amplifier thermally stabilises within 
a minute or so of switch on. What we did find, 
though, was that if we ran the amplifier very hard, 
a subsequent low-level passage tended to 
underbias the output, so we have to increase bias 
levels to avoid thermal runaway/.

What other design parameters have received 
particular attention in the MA6300?
We decided to cut costs by eliminating unnecessary 
features, so there are no tone controls, no loudness 
circuit and no loudspeaker switching, for example. 
But we use parts that are identical in spec and 
performance to the ones used in our more 
expensive amplifiers.

What about the glass/fibre optics front panel?
This isn't cheap to do, and we thought carefully 
about it, but decided that with a conventional front 
panel, people might not accept the MA6300 as a 
'real' Mcintosh. It's almost like a branding issue.

How do you see the future of component stereo 
high fidelity in a multichannel world?
Here in the US, multichannel is still gaining market 
share at the expense of stereo, though not rapidly 
at present. Our feeling is that stereo high fidelity 
has a very strong future, and our product planning 
over the years ahead takes this into account.

Are you influenced by your partnership with 
Denon and Marantz, as part of D&M Holdings?
Not really. I'm sure they would help if necessary/, 
but we are able to fund our own product 
development, and all the decisions about formats 
and so on are made internally by Mcintosh. They're 
not imposed from the outside.

C Nevertheless, this remains a fine amplifier", 
and in many respects an excellent one. The 
balanced input is not as effective as its 
counterpart in Krell amplifiers, where the gain 
stages are inherently balanced throughout. 
That said, the Mcintosh sound did gain a sense 
of space and light that its single-ended inputs 
couldn't quite aspire to, and this was when 
using the same cable type (Nordost Valhalla) 
in a single-ended/balanced mode comparison. 
That same sense of air and light suffused the 
amplifier at lower volume levels anyway, and 
remained part of the equation when pumping 
watts too, to an only slightly lesser degree. At 
these elevated levels, however", the sense of an 
endless dynamic range was noticeably reduced. 
It may be that increasing levels of harmonic 
distortion at higher levels caused what we 
experienced from this amplifier here.

This is an amp with a powerful sense of tonal 
colour, expressiveness and - in a mark of a 
worthwhile amplifier - its capabilities seem 
more fully formed and rounded with acoustic 
material than electronic. Here, the more 

complex and subtle tonal colour's, and the 
greater sense of expressiveness shine through, 
subject to the qualifications already stated. 
Bass is well extended, with more of a sense of 
warmth and grace than expected from some 
solid-state amplifiers, perhaps in deliberate 
emulation of the strengths of the valve 
amplifiers in the Mcintosh range.

What started out looking like another clean 
sweep for the expanding Mcintosh stable turns 
out to be an attractive and generally well 
implemented design, at a somewhat more 
accessible price than usual. However", under 
dynamic drive conditions there are limitations 
that in the final analysis make the listening 
experience a little anticlimactic. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND » 85%
I I II I I LU

FEATURES » 84% 
i i i i i i wn

BUILD » 88%
I I I I I I I'MD

VALUE » 78% 
i i i i i

a pro

Basic premise of a reduced 
price solid-state amplifier to 
provide 'entry point' to 
McIntosh's range is a good 
one. Accomplished sound in 
most respects, especially at 
lower volume levels.

□ CON
The amp's sound is less 
convincing at high volume 
levels, where it struggles to 
deal with musical crescendos.

CONCLUSION
Although the power available is not as useable as it should be 
due to lack of consistency across a broad volume range, this is 
still a moderately powerful amplifier with all the benefits of 
McIntosh ownership, including longevity and serviceability.

HI-FICHOICE » QOOA
OVERALL SCORE ZU
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Melntosh M16JOO integrated amp ffier [ Review]

"We've had good exper i en c es with Mcintosh 
products in the recent past and fi rst 
impressions were in line with expectations.
and so called ThermalTrak outp ut t nsfctors, 
which have an extra pin and an internal sensor 
to monitor their own temperature and to 
adjust bias levels to maintain thermal tracking. 
There's actually nothing new about these 
transistors - the first application that came to 
our attention was in Kenwood amplifiers in the 
mid-1980s, where me t^notogy was 
unaccountably (and »mew - a: un •z'z.eszze . 

known as TRAIT-f.
I n contrast. R-core transformers 2 ~+ 

recent Matsushita ftsi developed them if 
memory serves, about a decade ago R-core 
technology o ' more :-c"-cs-c -c-c-e:: -g
less electromagnetic flux lea, age a very 
high efficiency compared to ::re :a, 
transformers, which set -ce -c-c -c-c :; r ore 
R-core days (some : z-;~z r-ar -c -c r; 
still set a benchmark - their popularity in hi-fi 
electronics is still strong)_ Input sw—tching is by 
noiseless electromagnetic switches, and 
housekeeping electronics include the Power 
Assurance System, which monitors output 
levels, momentarily throttling the amplifier 
back if an over-drive condition is identified, 
and restoring full operation thereafter with an 
attack time of one two-thousandth of a

second. This 6 a -eiatrve-. ^ -;
amplifie- so bias evefs - -e output ^^ == 
dearty not high

SOUND QUALITY
We have had good t
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Active living
AVI takes its mighty mite speaker and adds a powerful little power amp

PRODUCT AVI Active Neutron

TYPE Active standmount loudspeaker

PRICE £1,049 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 14x26.5x20.5cm
O Weight: 7kg O 25mm fabric dome tweeter
O 125mm doped paper bass/mid driver O Rated power 
150 watts per Amp-Rak/speaker O Connection: one 
single-ended phono socket per speaker

CONTACT a 01453 752656 © www.avihifi.com

A
VI is a company that makes electronics 
and speakers - the two had to combine, 
one day. The company recently 
announced its Amp-Pak, a power amp module 

that 'bolts’ onto the back of its popular 
Neutron IV or Pro-Nine-Plus standmount 

speakers, or the Duo floorstander, turning them 
into 'active' speakers (it's the active version of 
the Neutron IV that we're reviewing here).

To some audiophiles, 'active' speakers have 
the amplifiers connected directly to the drive 
unit, with the electronic crossover sitting 
between the pre- and power amps. This is 
'active' in the Linn or Naim sense. Instead, 
‘active’ in AVI-speak is taken to mean moving 
the power amp next to the loudspeaker, in a 
similar manner to PMC speakers sporting 
Bryston power amp packs. As well as being a 
perfect partnership, this means no more chunky 
speaker cable running around the room. Instead, 
a line-level phono cable and a mains lead - 
one of each per speaker - are needed to feed 
and drive the amps at the rear of each speaker.

The 150-watt Amp-Pak is fitted to the back 
of each speaker in the factory, or can be 
retrofitted to existing two-way AVI speakers, for 
£599 a pair - it's not a complex upgrade, but 
not one that's sanctioned for DIY installation. 
It's a fully linear amplifier module, with its own 
toroidal transformer, so it's no low-rent bolt-on 
option. It would be logical to assume it is a 
digital design because it's so small, but it runs 
its bi-polar output devices in good ol' Class AB 
operation. The Amp-Pak isn’t exactly complex 
from the outside though, with just a mains 
socket, a power switch and a single phono 
socket on the top of the black powder-coated, 
folded aluminium box.

Using single-ended line-level signals, rather 
than either balanced line-level or speaker level
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Tower of power °
A micro-sized system with high-end sound - Resolution Audio's four-box set-up is distinctly different

PRODUCT Resolution Audio Opus 21, XS and S30

TYPE CD player, tuner and amp system

PRICE (Opus 21) £2,995; (XS) £1,395; (S30) £2,150

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): each unit 24x7.5x25cm 
O Combined weight: 12kg O Analogue inputs: two 
line-level, MC/MM phono O Digital inputs: two coaxial, 
two Toslink, USB O Outputs: coaxial digital, fixed and 
variable analogue (direct to S30) O FM/MW/LW tuner

CONTACT a 01277 227355 ® www.resolutionaudio.com

P
lenty of companies claim to have a new 
angle, but most are variations on a 
theme. Not so Jeff Kalt's Resolution

Audio - the San Francisco-based company's 
products reveal genuine out-of-box thinking. 
This system ably demonstrates that mindset. It 
costs as much as big-box separates, but offers 
more features than most and in a far less 
unwieldy form. It's housed in weird-sized 

cases - wider than a half-width Cyrus but 
shallower - and the whole system shares a 
single power supply, housed in the case with 
the front panel display (see picture above). This 
is part of the Opus 21 CD player and you can't 
use the S30 amp or the new XS unit without it.

The XS, or 'extra sources', provides an MM/ 
MC phono stage, FM/MW/LW RDS radio 
tuner and both analogue and digital inputs,
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AVI AniYe Heutroa loadspeaker Review]

"There is a sense of directness and purpose 
about the Active Neutron sound that is very 
hard to achieve with passive design s.

connections. does put a strict ein twin inin r 
cables aifircding sources or prea~plif ers to 
the power amps. Anything up to five metres 
should be fine in most rases, nowever

The Amp-Pa site just beow the rear port o' 
the Neutron IV (where the loudspea' er ^sockets 
usually live), but it doesn't appear to areace 
any nasty turbulence in the process. Otherwse 
the Neutron IV is unchanged; it's ■) c minubve 
two-way speaker that uses a 25mm fabnc 
dome tweeter and a bass/mid driver wrth a 
125mm doped paper cone and 25mm vo ce 
coil. This all sits in a .ery s - tie five litre 
box that is best used about 30cm from the 
walls. This isn't a bassy speaker - AVI rates it 
from 100Hz-23kHz and puts the -6dB bass 
response figure at 65Hz, ■ ¡ s- peep bass s 
almost totally non-existent and the upper •mid 
bass will sound slightly lack nq compared 7- 
many speakers. But that's nottiing nwv a ong 
classy mini-monitors and the heutron IV both 
looks and sounds lite s an LS3/5a on ad et 
We the passive t- a Best Buy cambs
up back in HFC 260.

SOUND QUALITY
First and foremost, this is an excellen z se- er 
On its own. the Neutron IV delivers a 
remarkably transparent performance. It is

- and dynamic, and goes s -g . 
deep for so small a cabine; ultimate y trad ng 
really deep bass or speed and aracac.

The addition otthe Amp-Pat 'mprwes tr.e 
Neutron IVs pe iMHSMiArall ftirttef. With itte 
Active Neutron, the upperfroi.ro:: s -e a: in

PowerBook and used that as a- audio server 
This dei rvered the sa~e snap and creese«- that 
the CD and prea—o dd but wrth ~e trxzcz 
advantages of a s-g e-zc« server ves tre - 
system had the edge - terms of a coadatabie

froi.ro


Resolution Audio Opus 21, XS and S30 CD player/tuner/amp system [Review]

the latter in USB as well as the usual varieties. 
The digital inputs use the four Burr-Brown 
PCM 1704 24-bit digital convertors in the 
Opus 21, connecting via a short link of Reson 
solid-core interconnect. The 'extra sources' 
name seems entirely appropriate given this 
roster of options and when you realise the 
quality of the components that have been 
selected, it seems like great value as well.

There seems to be a meeting of minds 
between Resolution Audio's Jeff Kalt and 
Denis Morecroh. the man behind DNM 
electronics, who also invented slit foil 
capacitors. It co mes as no surprise, then, to 
find DNM ampli fication stages in Resolution 
Audio OTimponeriis and a DNM phono stage in 
the XS. Previous y you would have had to 
purc:I'ase a D ’.'.' preamp to get one of these, 
and such things are both rare and expensive. 
The tuner is the same module that you will 
find in Creek's Classic Tuner, another well 
regarded component oft associated with DNM 
and Resolution Audio equipment. A plug-in 
DAB module is also available.

The provision of two analogue inputs on the 
XS might be a red herring here, because the 
530 amplifier already includes three inputs (two 
single-ended, one balanced). However, these 
are rendered practically useless when the XS is 
introduced. Another potentially confusing facet 
of this for those familiar with the Opus 21 is 
that the variable outputs on the CD player are 
also overridden by those on the XS, which has 
its own fixed and variable options. But that's 
only an issue when using a third-party power 
amp; the 530 requires no external cabling but 
uses SCSI-style bus links between boxes.

So, how on earth did Resolution Audio get 
away with producing such a weird system? By 
starting out with a truly great CD player, that's 
how. The Opus 21 blew us away when we first 
heard it in 2003 (HFC 244) and it has been 
subtly refined since that time - this sample 
sounds rather more refined than the original. It 
cleverly splits the noisy but necessary power 
supply from the sensitive disc 
reading and decoding elements, a 
very DNM-like approach and one 
that seems to help the player 
produce an unusually dynamic and 
nimble sound.

The player was followed by the 530 
'integrated' amplifier, which is a hybrid 
of DNM's PA3A and PA3AS power 
amps and, at 35 watts, delivers slightly 
more power than its name would 
suggest. Speaker terminals are separate 
spade and banana plug varieties, with a 
third wire option on the latter for use 
with DNM Reson speaker cable and 
earthable loudspeakers.

The XS remote handset controls the 
whole system and is rather basic given 
the overall cost, but if you want male 
jewellery this is never going to be the kit 
for you. The distributor always sends us the

"How did Resolution Audio get away with 
producing such a weird system? By starting 
out with a truly great CD player that's how."
black versions of these units, but you can have 
all-anodised natural aluminium front plates, 
which we think look better.

SOUND QUALITY
With just 35 watts on tap, this system requires 
sensitive speakers if its going to shift any air. 
Resolution Audio's equipment is often seen 
used with the hugely efficient Rethm speakers, 
and is well suited to the Living Voice OBX-R, 
which is our efficient speaker of choice. But, as 
long as you don't expect a pair of low-efficiency 
speakers to play at ear-splitting levels in a big 
room, the S30 is up to the job in hand.

The XS brings to the party a moving coil 
phono stage, that acquitted itself with aplomb, 
delivering a crisp, detailed and rhythmically 
precise sound that got right into the nitty gritty 
of the music. It reveals more treble detail than 
phono stages like the Trichord Delphini, but 
doesn't actually seem bright. Rather, it seems 
to extend further and use its treble to render 
the edges of notes in a definite way. This 
brings out the inner detail and atmosphere of 
recordings extremely well. It also delivers pace 
with a poise that is rare, digging into every 
rhythmic nuance that the cartridge delivers.

One issue that did arise with the phono 
stage was hum. With the power supply 
in its traditional place at the base of the 
stack, there is a clear hum when using 
low-output moving coil cartridges (such 
as the vdH Condor, at 0.37mV). In 
reality, though, few record decks sport a 
cartridge with an output as low as this, 
and the level of hum drops as you 
approach 'real-world' MC output levels. 
This hum can be further reduced if you 
place the PSU on a separate shelf below 
the stack, but the short connector for the 
amplifier limits placement and upsets 
the aesthetic balance of the system. In 
addition, at present there is no earth 
point for tonearm cables and a phono 
socket ground has to be used for the 
purpose - a more elegant solution is in 
the pipeline.

I n many respects, the amplifier's sound 
mirrors that of the CD player. This is □
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[Review] Resolution Audio Opus Zl, XS and SlO CD pJayer /tuner /an:: ■ ’

We spoke to Ka/p Resolution 
Audio's "... -".ar about the new 
X5 unit and haw it fits into the 
wider Resolution Audio system

HFC Bringing the X5 into the 
system reduces the amount of
inputs and outputs. Can this be avoided? 
JK The original XS design didn't include an 
analogue inputs, as it was intended to be mo". o^ a 
source component than a preamp (of sorts). TIS 
was based on the assumption that the X5 wou c 
mostly be used with our ampli ! 1er as well. Or ce ve 
considered the added flexibility of using ihe CO and 
XS with a different amp, it became obvious ".atw 
should include analogue inputs. I ls ce ce- rts • 
drops from three to two, but these oeh»er sources 
would have been a tuner and/or phono pream:

The balanced output of the CD plaayer a nd input 
of the amplifier remain functiona1 so it Ce^ds ^ 
how the system is used. The balanced outputs can 
be used when playing CD (or digital inputs), and 
the XS phonos can be used for tuner, phono and 
analogue. And the tuner and phono desi gn s 
not benefit from balanced outputs.

How have you hybridised the DNM PA3ll rind 
PA3^ designs to make the 530?
The 530 makes use of all the advanced cirr;ry o' 
the PA3llS except for the regulated sup pty.
While the 530 supply is unregulated (w»ce 
provides for higher power output), the use or 
T-network capacitors and a cascaded gain 5'2gge 
improves its power supply performance.

What has changed in the Opus 21 CD player 
since we reviewed it three years ago?
The only changes relate to m ror the
X5, including the new remote control. All of these 
changes are limited to the Power Centre, whid1 can 
be updated by installing a single sockehed eh ip.

Which loudspeakers do you ".ce~~cece' 
We recommend speakers of at lea Jt MO se 
for use with the 530. Of course, this dendnds on 
room size and listening level. I personally have ^n 
drawn toward higmT* : spea ers |95dH as 
feel they better communicate the immediacy and 
presence of live music.
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specially selected by
What HiFi? Sound and Vision
WHATHIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006

WHATHIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
WHATHIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

CD PLAYERS

CYRUS CD6S

CD PLAYER
BEST CD PLAYER £1000-£1500

CYRUS CD8X

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £750 - £1250

CYRUS 8VS2

time-shifting DAB radio to suit your lifestyle!
It’s a Cyrus tuner, so you know it will sound great. It’s bristling with the 
latest digital technology, like using EPG to select and record shows to 
an SD card while you’re out and about. To find out more about its 
advanced features visit www.cyrusaudio.com

Designed and built in Britain

http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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BEST BUY

Po^er of
Prime re's mighty new power amp is a temfic partner for the company's

PRODUCT Primare PRE3O and A32

TYPE Stereo preamplifier and power amplifier

PRICE (PRE3O) £1,200; (A32) £2,999

in large, absorbent rooms, even when tagh 
volume lewis are required.

The unfeasibiy heavy newampfefier -you mk 
life and limb if you attempt to move it wdhout 
help - is truly a solid lump of nasde for wtadr 
the designer has specified a mighty AVA 
toroidal transformer and 90 OOOUf of reserve« 
capacity Internally, the amplifier is a M 
balanced-mode design, with single-ended 
inputs that are converted to balanced mode at 
the input for subsequent processing

The A32 is configured as a dual mono design 
internally, and empfovs current feedback. 
Act.se temperature compensated cunei« 
sources are used instead of passse resistors 
and the output stage uses no less than 16 
Toshiba bipolar output devices per channel to 
prwde current sharing High-quataty 
components are used throughout, mdudng 
Vishay resistors, and the signal path is
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T
he PRE30 preamplifier was first reviewed 
in this magazine in August 2004 (HFC 
256), accompanied by the A3O.2 power 
amp. Now, Primare has extended its power 

amp range with the new, top-of-the-line, stereo 
A32. This pumps out a mighty 250 watts per 
channel - enough for low-sensitivity speakers

KEY FEATURES (PRE30) Size (WxHxD). 43xl0x41an 
O Weight: 9.5kg O Inputs: five single-ended RCA phono, 
two balanced XLR O Outputs: single-ended RCA phono 
and balanced XLR O 12V trigger O (A32) Size (WxHxDt 
43x21.6x54.6cm O Weight: 40kg O Inputs: singleended 
RCA phono and balanced XLR O 12V trigger O Rated 
power: 250 watts per channel (8 ohms). 400 watts per 
channel (4 ohms)

CONTACT Q 01423 359054 « www.primare.net

http://www.primare.net


Primare PRE30 preamplifier and 132 power amplifier [ Review ]
be unused for an extended period. Naturally, 
this results in lower power consumption - no 
big power amp like this can be considered truly 
green, so this is a real issue. Around the back 
are single-ended and balanced (direct) inputs, 
plus two pairs of outputs for bi-wiring the 
speakers, while the amp's carcass sports alloy 
panels over a steel chassis.

The PRE30 was described fully in its Ultimate 
Croup Test review in HFC 256, so what follows 
is simply a summary. Like the power amplifier, 
it is designed with operational simplicity in 
mind and includes five single-ended and two 
balanced inputs, and outputs of both types. 
The physical design, though of course a lot 
smaller than the A32, is commensurate and 
the two products look right in each other's 
company. Both pre and power amps are fitted 
with trigger terminals for linked power on/off 
switching, and a system remote control (the 
C22) is supplied.

SOUND QUALITY
First thing you need to know about the A32 is 
that you need a lot of time and patience to get 
it fully on song. The 'audiophile' standby (see 
above) reduces the warm up to a minimum, 
but is less abstemious of mains power, and 
considerable heat is still dissipated. From full 
standby, or from cold, it is a different matter. 
Even having been used a day or so earlier, the 
warm-up requirement can be heard clearly, the 
amp sounding more open and less strident as 
i t (slowly) gets its act into gear

This is an immensely powerful amplifier, yet 
there is nothing overwhelming about the way 
it performs. It always sounds very tractable and 
in control. Whatever speaker was used during 
our test period, the sound was always very 
civilised, with plenty of warning if the system 
was in any danger of going over the top.

There was little character in the sound that 
could be pinned down to the Primare's intrinsic 
sound quality, and there was a notable lack of 
the usual signature of amplifiers that are on 
the brink of distress - this is the real hidden 
benefit of high-power amplifiers. We were able 
to drive various test systems at very high levels 
when the occasion demanded, including truly 
realistic volume levels from piano and 
orchestral recordings. A particular example was 
of Marc-Andre Hamelin playing an electric 
Alkan set, an explosive recording by any 
standard, and an object lesson in how to 
conjure up the sound and the physical 
presence of a 
Steinway played 
in anger

I n our previous 
review of the 
PRE30, partnered 
by the smaller 
A30.2 power amp, 
the sound quality 
comments refer to 
the slightly 'cuddly'

"Make no mistake, the raw power and 
fireworks are there, but the Primare often 
sounds like a smaller, more agile design."
nature of the sound, and unlikely as this may 
seem at first, this adjective turns out to be 
remarkably apt. With a range of speakers, the 
amplifier impresses with its solid, architectural 
quality, the depth, sonority and tonality of the 
midband, and the perfectly integrated, but 
nevertheless slightly shy treble. More correctly, 
when cold, there is a touch of aggression and 
hardness to the top end, but this quickly tones 
itself down, and the treble region as a whole 
ceases to be noticeable in its own right There's 
plenty of detail, but nothing that could be 
described as overt or mechanical. The A32 
power amp as a whole, and this mirrors the 
performance of the A32.1 and the PRE30, is 
unusually self effacing for a big, muscle-bound 
brute of an amplifier Make no mistake, the 
raw power and the fireworks are there when 
required, but the Primare sounds so natural 
and at home, it often sounds like a much 
smaller and more agile design.

We have no compunction about placing this 
amplifier in the top echelon. It is easy going 
and at times relaxed, but when the music 

demands, it 
really gets its 
act into gear In 
short, the A32 is 
a power 
amplifier that 
knows how to 
rock and roll, and 
to underline the 
architecture and 
gravitas in 

recorded musical performances. It is very easy 
to live with and enjoyable in the best sense, 
but it gets the job done. HFC

Alvin Cold
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VERDICT - PRE30
SOUND »90%
II 1 1 1 1 ITM 1

CONCLUSION
Classy, high-performance 
preamp. Sound is open and 
dynamic the very opposite of 
'in your face'. Balanced mode 
goes the extra sonic rnile.

FEATURES >86%
Illi li» 1

BUILD »93%
lililí lit 1 Hl-FI CHOICE

VALUE » 89% >> 90°/<1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

VERDICT - A32
SOUND » 93%
lililí I..L1.

FEATURES » 87%
ill 1 If 1 1

CONCLUSION
This amp has an aIrnost 
boundless quality which 
means a wide operating 
dynamic rrrnge with any 
loudsDeaker/room combo

BUILD » 93%
Illi Ihfl

.

HI-FICHOICE
VALUE » 87% >> 90%lililí IIM1 1 /u
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PRIMARE

I 130
It has the kind of performance 
that products in the next price 

class upwards would envy, yet has 
sacrificed nothing in build. finish 

or usability in the process.

I CD31
If you want an elegant. superbly 

built top-end player. Primare's 
CD31 is an excellent place to 

start. It sounds fabulous and is 
built to sky-high standards.

»1
1»

Primare marries timeless Scandinavian design with impeccable build quality tc 
deliver sound and vision as large as life itse If from elegant, compact audio anc 
video components that are as easy io inst a II as they a re •o ap prec ia^e

Affordable high-end audio and video from Sea-dina a

For further information please visit www.primare.net

http://www.primare.net


Grado GS1000 headphones [ Review

Grado’s greatest
Grado's flagship cans might just ma Re the best sounds you'll ever hear

PRODUCT Grado GS1OOO
TYPE Open-back headphones

PRICE £995
CONTACT a 01279 501111 • www.gradolabs.com

A
grand for a pair of headphones? You can 

buy a pair for a tenner, and a good pair 

for just £100. Grado may have to do 

some justifying here.

Appearances are promising, though, with 

newly designed drivers and high-purity copper 

windings and leads. However, with Grado's 

typical reticence, it declines to give much 

technical detail. The company is known for 

no-nonsense products, many of which have a 

unprepossessing look about them, and while

these are considerably smarter than the rest of 

the Grado range, the GSlOOOs are not above 

shanng some items, including the headband 

adjustment slide. So, has the

extra money really 

delivered the 

goods 

sonically?

1

Headphones can impose on the listener's 

head and ears in a very physical way, and 

Grado's other models, with their’supra-aural1 

foam pads that rest directly on the ears, are 

not everyone's idea of fun. The GSlOOOs,

however, rest quite gently on a large area 

outside the ear itself, giving plenty of clearance 

for even protuberant ears. They do get a bit 

warm, though, and we found the lightly 

padded headband needs careful positioning 

on a balding head in order not to press 

uncomfortably. On the other hand - and 

despite Grado's own suggestion that there is a 

distinct sonic 'sweet spot' with regard to 

positioning - we found results are highly 

consistent and the headphones are very stable 

on the head.

SOUND QUALITY
Perhaps the most telling moment in a long 

auditioning period spent with these cans came 

when a passing professional musician raised 

both eyebrows on being told the price of a 

pair of GSlOOOs, only to nod and concede 

the point completely within about five 

seconds of hearing them. That really 

sums up the achievement of these 

headphones: they can make the most seasoned 

of critical listeners realise sound reproduction 

can be that good. The GSlOOOs offer a level of 
musical revelation unmatched, in our 

experience, by almost any replay or, indeed, 

live performance.

Eh? Yes, we do go that far. Obviously that 

presupposes a good recording, but just as 

there are plenty of indifferent recordings 

around there are also indifferent live music 

venues where poor acoustics, ventilation noise, 

lighting buzz, noisy neighbours or a multitude 

of other incidental distractions get in the way. 

Grado can't compensate for the 'being there' 

chemistry of live music, but the level of detail 

and insight the GSlOOOs bring to the party 

considerably exceeds what we've heard in all 

but a few concerts.

In hi-fi terms, the tonal balance redefines the 

concept of neutral. Dynamics are so effortlessly 

wide that they take some getting used to: but 

they make most other cans and practically all 

speakers sound seriously congested. Imaging is 

precise and extended in a way that most 

reproducers only dream of. We’ve heard other 

hi-fi components that have pointed up new 

details in familiar recordings, but these quite 

literally make those discs sound completely 

new, such is the extra insight they convey.

All concerned with making recordings owe it 

to themselves and their audience to check their 

skills via these cans. Meanwhile, if you like 

headphones you’ll love these to bits. And if you 

never got on with them, these could make you 

change your mind. They are that good. HFC 

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND » 97%

COMFORT » 85%

BUILD » 90%

VALUE » 95%

O PRO
Detail, neutrality and 

musicality all exceed what we 
had previously thought 
possible. Admirably unfussy 

about partnering equipment.

acoN
Once heard, can induce 

lasting depression regarding 

almost every other hi-fi 
experience. Ear pads can 

make your ears feel warm 

after extended listening.

CONCLUSION
This may well be the finest electricity-to-sound transducer in 
the world. If you don't want to be haunted by the suspicion 
that your interest in audio is terminally superficial, you 
absolutely must hear a pair of these.

HI-FICHOICE » QCO/n
OVERALL SCORE /U
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EDITOR'S CHOICE

volume control out when the i-7 ts used 
an external processor

The user interface ts centred on a massive 
mmable dot matrix alphanumeric 
that can be seen across the street, a

phono, one balanced XLR) O Outputs: tape monitor, 
preamp out, speaker terminals (single set) O 12V trigger 
out O Rated power: 150 watts per channel (8 ohms)
CONTACT S 0131 555 3922 « www.simaudio com

smooth acting rotary encoder (that otherwise 
defaults to volume control) and a rarmber of 
small push buttons, which alter the encoder's 
current assignment The range of features

dstortron - rwtejfc dtsaorlor A rwscfe 

leadwg edgsT and toe dtanaaUrt « 0rr 
errors resräwgfaow feedback

Tou steted take al fltas -to a path of sat

Heavenly body
HFC trains its telescope on a nev^high-end integrated amplifier from Moon

PRODUCT Moon Evolution Senes i-7 
TYPE Integrated stereo amplifier 
PRICE £4,750

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 47.6x 14x41 _9on
O Weight: 26kg O Inputs: five line-level (four RCA

T
his imposing heavyweight, fully 
balanced stereo integrated amplifier has 
a fabulously constructed chassis, and 
Levinsonesque styling. Much of the weight of 

the Moon i-7 is attributable to the chassis and 
three large transformers, including a massive 
0.5kVA toroid. Spikes help to couple the amp 
firmly to the surface it sits on, but washers or 
cups are available to spread the load. Power 
output is 150 watts into eight ohms, not quite 
doubling to 250 watts into four ohms and 
with a more than generous current yield said 
to be around 40 amps peak.

The list of major facilities is short and sweet 
There are five inputs, one of which is balanced, 
and the single-ended options include a single 
tape circuit All inputs are exclusively at line 
level. A processor facility can be used to lock

(accessed this way) dosely parallels that of 
recent microprocessor-based amplifiers from 
Arcam and others. It includes programmable 
maximum volume for mdividuai «puts, vokrte 
offsets to match levels between inputs, a 12V 
trigger that can be associated with any or al 
inputs, and input labeling, again on a per 
input basis Finally, you have the atafey id 
disable unassigned inputs Curiously, there is 
no accessible means of adjusting channel 
balance, even using the anatomeasyshaped 
diecast remote control

A design feature we were partii darty 
intrigued by was the very feature that put the 
lid on the otherwise promising performance of 
the Prima Luna pre/power combination 

reviewed in HFC 285. Namely, the efemination 
of overall negative feedback. Simautfio (the 
company behind the Moon designs) ports out 
that eliminating negative feedback means "real

Aktaugh the toeortof benefits A an gebri 
fe e dback are not adipate, tottersOEdung ■ 

the descnption sc suggest irac ttnese s no local 
feedback arerane novaa gpm stages, rtnh 
can amort to nwdr de sanetowg the good 
news 6 that mere s atisrtnrty no sags of de 
Iwgh outpra «ni.d—r of de Hawa Una that 
mates toe performance mtiMF hum 
ddferem speakers so «arsatte

The i-7 «dudes a naBsue osaore 

pcpnsarydnakwaDpmersaggdy.AbA 
features tow magnetic. efedricaf and Aunai 
fosses. Tins is sac to residt in moeased cinrete 
speed and better dynanwes The inert is 
mourttri on a four-layer PCS and the sgrrar 
path isvcry short AmnrnstacMy adaws

Ato other Sauaudro products Last, but not 

east, the remote cortoi uses a stepped ladder 
arrangement ato 1 dB resotcor over toe fest
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Moon i7 integrated amplifier [Review]

BUILD » 94% 
iiii I

performer with great 
consistency, all wrapped in 
very impressive clothing.

□ CON
No balance control. no 
balanced preamp or line-level 
balanced audio out. Make sure 
you protect your equipment 
support from the curious 
under-amp spikes!

SOUND 95%

30dB of its operating range, and O.SdB steps 
thereafter. The control is free from clicks other 
than the faintly perceptible mechanical ticking 
of the relays that make it all happen.

fl PRO
Gracefully Limpid, spacious 
and highly sophisticated

VERDICT

"What you get from the Moon is a very 
accomplished and disciplined sound, with 
very high levels of internal detail."

SOUND QUALITY
Alarmingly, the maker's recommendations call 
for 400 hours of break-in time before the 
amplifier is fully on song. My review sample 
had been run in, but because it had not been 
used for some weeks, it still needed several 
days of warm-up, to which it responded well.

Attempting to nail down the performance of 
a really good system or hi-fi component is 
difficult at the best of times. There is alchemy 
at play, or at least there is when it all clicks as 
it should. And this one really does click...

What you get from the Moon is a very 
accomplished and disciplined sound, with very 
high levels of internal detail combined with a 
hint of warmth and real grace. The bass end is 
deep and powerful, but completely at one with 
the midband. The treble, by contrast, has a 
liquid, valve-like euphony and lack of grain or 
glare, but the sound was utterly consistent 
irrespective of the speakers used. This 

consistency takes some practice to identify, but 
it is a crucial prerequisite for musical 
satisfaction, perhaps because the brain has an 
easier time dealing with a sound that is closer 
to mirroring real life - assuming, of course, 
that the speakers have a similar consistency in 
their own behaviour.

There is an expansive quality and a midband 
warmth unusual in amplifiers in its class, which 
combines well with the impressive clarity on 
offer. The overall tonal balance of the bass is 
just perceptibly lean and dry. The warmth 
appears to be associated primarily with the 
midband rather than any excess in the low 
frequencies, and for the most part the treble is 
barely noticeable independently of the rest of 
the audio band, tonally-speaking. It has very 
little discernable character other than that 
highlighted earlier, no grain or edge, and it 
certainly doesn't intrude. It is simply very 
natural, and it doesn't get in the way of the 
amplifier's inherent, almost limpid transparency.

The i-7 is like a valve amplifier, with all of the 
benefits you might expect of the breed, but 
executed in transistors, without the waffly 
bass, and with a surprising expansiveness and 

sense of scale. This is by any standards is an 
engaging amplifier, one that does justice to 
the music, and that paints its structure in sharp 
relief, yet without a hint of artificiality.

Per capita, Canada - Simaudio's home - is 
extraordinarily well-endowed with high-quality, 
leading-edge hi-fi brands. This is in much the 
same way that Scandinavia consistently 
outperforms the major European countries, the 
UK included, on the same basis. There are some 
obvious parallels between Simaudio and other 
Canadian companies like Bryston and pre-B&W 
Classe. Although not quite an unknown 
quantity in this country, in our estimation the 
outstanding mix of authority and 
sophistication, and the fabulous build of the 
i-7, propels Moon to pole position in the 
market for high-end one-box amplifiers. HFC

Alvin Cold

____  ’ « ____ A — ' ____R = W
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FEATURES » 85%
I I I I I I. I .!,<□

VALUE » 88%
I I I I I 1- feMD
CONCLUSION
The i-7 is a thoroughly impressive amplifier - well designed 
and built, with a tremendous range of sonic strengths and very 
few weaknesses. It's a great all-rounder with enough power 
and quality for any reasonable system and room size.

Hi-Fi
OVERALL SCORE )) /U
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down to size, and now it fits on your desk... just!

PRODUCT Ferguson Hill FHOO7

TYPE Desktop stereo amp and speaker system

PRICE £599

CONTACT a 0207 284 0969 ® www.fergusonhill.co.uk

F
erguson Hill made a splash when it 
introduced its first product: an enormous 
pair of acrylic horn speakers, dubbed

FHOO1. At over 1.6 metres tall and costing nigh 
on ten grand, this striking speaker appeals to a 

applications including computers and CD or 
DVD players, but the system's loudness 
limitations mean it is less appropriate if you 
can't sit fairly close. Then again, it's a pretty 
space-hungry set-up for your average desktop.

The amp is unusual in that it incorporates four 
16-watt outputs, one each for the four speakers, 
with one pair being tailored for the bass 
speakers. Connection is via mini-jacks, which 
you find at the end of the captive leads on the 
speakers. Controls extend to volume, bass level 
and power, but the latter is on the back and -

It may be bandwidth limited, but that 
doesn't stop the FHOO7 digging out character 
and colour in recordings. It's only when you 
put something heavy on that the absence of 
bass becomes an issue.

This is more a top-notch desktop system than 
a compact hi-fi, but so long as you don't expect 
it to deliver high-sound-pressure power chords, 
you will find yourself being seduced by its 
ability to draw you into the music. HFC

Jason Kennedy

CONCLUSION
This is the most aesthetically appealing speaker system we've 
seen in ages. It's limited in terms of bandwidth and loudness, 
but it can do things in the midband that more expensive 
set-ups cannot. An attractive option for desktop applications.

SOUND » 74%
Illi 1 1 1

□ PRO
The best-looking desktop 
system on the market. Great 
midrange transparency and 
speed, and a nicely built 
amplifier, too.

PRACTICALITY » 72%
i 1 1 1 1 I. 1.1 1 1

BUILD » 79% 
1 1 1 1 1 1^1 1 1

CON
limited bandwidth, espec'ally 
at low frequencies. limited 
loudness. 'Cuppy' coloration 
endemic to most horn designs 
dearly apparent here. Big for 
a desktop system.

VALUE » 87%

HI FICHOICE » Q0O/n
OVERALL SCORE OU /U
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M R A G E

Audio Salon
4 Park Circus, Glasgow. G3 6^X, Scotland 
t: 0845 4000 400

e : info@audiosalon.co.uk
w : audiosalon.co.uk
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Reck ‘n’ Rotel
The top amp in Rotel's starter range is bigger than its peers... but is it powerful enough to rock?

PRODUCT Rotel RA-06

TYPE Integrated stereo amplifier

PRICE £499

CONTACT fit 01903 221500 ® www.europe.rotel.com

T
he RA-06 is top of Rotel's entry-level 
amplifier range and sits next to two 
variants on the same theme - the RA-04 
and RA-05. These are both 40-watt designs, 

but the latter costs £100 more and offers 
remote control. This is an approach seen on 
previous Rotel ranges but is unusual elsewhere.

The RA-06 is a bigger box than either of those 
amps, yet it doesn't appear to offer much more 
in terms of features; defeatable tone controls 
and six inputs - including a phono stage and 
one for a 'media played - seem to be common 
to the range. The difference concerns the power 
amp half of the equation: the RA-06 offers 70 
watts a side, the increased power warranting 
the inclusion of larger mains transformer.

The RA-06 would appear to be 
comprehensively equipped in a way that is 
almost expected from amps at this price point, 
although some brands strip away the extra 
knobs and circuitry that tone controls and tape 
monitors require in order to keep the signal 
cleaner and the costs down. The best-equipped 
amps in this sector offer an extra tape output 
and a full-size headphone jack, but the Rotel 
has a front-mounted input for a portable audio 
player, which will be handy for anyone wanting 
to plug in an Apple iPod or similar.

In use, the amp's remote - with its 
cross-shaped volume control and assorted 
buttons for tuner, amp and CD, including 
direct access buttons - is a little busy, but not 
difficult to learn. It allows reasonably fine 
control of volume level, something that 
hampers a few budget amps, but doesn't offer 
a great deal of range on the volume control 
itself. Unless you have particularly inefficient 
speakers, the usable area comes before nine 
o'clock on the dial, which is a bit limiting.

SOUND QUALITY
With a Castle speaker of average sensitivity 
and seemingly benign load, the result is good 
stereo separation, but only average stereo 
solidity. In addition, the soundstage is wide, 
but lacks the front-to-back depth that the 
speaker can deliver. That said, it times well, 
thanks to some nimbleness across the band 
that makes the sound crisp but not forward.

We had a Rega Mira 3 to hand to use as a 
benchmark, albeit one that costs an extra £99. 
Putting this in the same system is a bit like 
turning up the contrast. This is largely because 
the Rega has fuller bass and a more dynamic 
and lively presentation. Further listening soon 
makes it clear that, while the Rega does the 
big picture well, it is less sensitive to the finer 
details that the Rotel brings to the fore. This 
also shows the RA-06's bass to be that bit 
more controlled and in tune.

Moving over to the Focal Chorus 826 V 
speaker (reviewed last issue) demonstrates that 
the Rotel has a decent grip and can produce a 

detailed and tight sound. It is good at reverb 
and, inconveniently, tape hiss where it exists. 
Spotlighting the upper midrange like this is 
uncomfortable with edgy recordings. The Focal 
has a similar tonal leaning and therefore this 
quality is exaggerated in such company. Other 
speakers are a better match, like those in 
B&W's range - the CM1 being near perfect.

There is a tendency to concentrate on the 
detail rather than the bigger picture with the 
RA-06, but it has a fine sense of pace and 
reveals things that its competitors might not. 
This is a tough sector, but this Rotel has just 
enough edge to put it in the running, if the 
partnering speaker is chosen with care. HFC 

Jason Kennedy

SOUND » 80%

FEATURES » 86%

BUILD » 80%
I I I I I LMTD

VALUE » 84% 
i i i i i i i.am

□ PRO
Very strong on timing and 
detail with good, tight bass. 
Decent roster of features, 
including a useful MP3 player 
input on the front panel.

□ CON
Emphasis on the treble makes 
fora detailed rather than 
effusive sound. Needs careful 
speaker partnering. Remote 
control is busy, although not 
hard to learn.

CONCLUSION
An amp for those with calmly balanced speakers and a taste for 
the intimacies of the music rather than its more visceral 
qualities. A good selection of features combine with strong 
timing and taut bass to make this well worth checking out

HI-FICHOICE ss MOA
OVERALL SCORE OA ZU
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Russ Andrews PowerMax
TYPE Mains cable
PRICE £30 per metre (terminated)
CONTACTS 0845 345 1550 @ o ■ ■ - / _ ■

e < e ' s :

soenc

T his is very much the budget mains cable 
from RA. from a range that includes the 
Silver Signature PowerKord at a

daunting El,500. On first inspection floods 
remarkably like a bog-ordinary ettle lead ki'd of affair, with the usual three stranded PVC-insulated co-ccact.'ctj s-'-acti: ctcta blue PVC, with a basic ct.....I EC socket fitted. . .'OG ;;; o a e evidently use Kimber !■ gr: " ,- ry cogper a -a the insulation is also claimed to be unusually 
pure; although lac ca a materials laborarr>ry 
capable of testing that assertion, \\e have to take this at face value. We did howeve, confirm that in terms of both capacitance value and capacitance loss factor, tins cao e betters giveaway types by a noiiceab e marg 
Its fat, stranded conductors ma e t s_ rao e 'or demanding applications, and as c-e cacact; from RA it's impeccably assembledGiven its modest price and c-t : ctr ca attainments, we didn't expect anything 
remarkable from this cable in e .ca. o' acoea

Oehlbach Rattlesnake 3
TYPE Loudspeaker cable
PRICE £6.50 per mono meter (untermi mriitd)

CONTACT a 020 8863 8979 • wwv. -

O
H nee again, Oehlbach's fran ly v.e ct 

corporate image, as seen on cat - ce. 
publicity and packaging, yields up a 

comfortingly normal cable. Nomnal. trat s. as 
in straightforward figure-eight constnudion 
speaker cable, with copper conductors an a 
what looks (and smells') like polyuretnane insulation. In fact, the tcacacacact cons •: o' a mix of plain and silver-placed copoer buca'ca together in a rope lay. The very soft rsu abon and thin copper strands ma . e this a particularly flexible cable, while • ea rou't o' conductor (magnified by t e a , ct on, cat st 3mm2, pretty healthy) makes long ru n s no problem. We reviewed i corni lete ca a set Oehlbach's own ■ ■ ■ z^-z-z aSonically, the cable rathe- belies its soft and malleable physical nature wi ha brighta ' d forward sound. l ine effect was mift, Uri we still felt it across a broad range o' mcs c and with various amps and speakers. Ass.ch. we 
felt the sound was ctcacaca - : . no e upper midrange than \\e're used to hryj”"g
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Cahles and accessories [ Review ]

Audica MPS-1
TYPE Desktop amp and speaker system

PRICE £250

CONTACT e 01480 839239 ';" www.audica.co.uk

A
n amp and speakers in a box less than 
one foot long each way - so what's that 
doing in a serious hi-fi magi Now, don't 
be hasty on the one hand, its very presence in 

the Cables and accessories pages should 
reassure you that we're looking here for 
worthiness as a spare room/kitchen/office 
system; while on the other, the price tag gives 
hope that there may be more to this than the 
frankly dreadful plastic 'thousand watt' systems 
sold in computer shops the world over

I t's a good start that this isn't plastic. Both 
speaker and amp housings are aluminium, as is 
the remarkably funky remote control. Thanks to 
digital amp technology, 25 watts per channel is 
offered up to the tiny speakers, while inputs are 
three in number, each accessed via a 3.Smm 
stereo jack plug. Yes, this is aimed at the iPod 
generation, but after all you can connect a 'real' 
CD player or radio with an adaptor lead. USB 
sockets are only for battery-charging purposes.

While we take slight issue with Audica's 
assertion of 'room-filling' sound (okay, it fills the 

room, Just not very loudly) 
there is enough volume 
there to make casual 
listening perfectly '
pleasant and at short i
range it's reasonably 
satisfying. But it's quality ,
more than quantity that !
i nterests us, because this i
is a highly convincing little 
set-up. Even in the bass it 
puts out a fair semblance I
of grunt, and in the . '
midrange and treble it's really 
admirably clear and uncoloured.

Dynamically it's well behind a full-size 
system, but it has much to offer in the detail 
department and if one takes a little care over 
positioning there's some decent imaging going 
on too. Basically, it's a system that a diehard 
audiophile can listen to without losing the will 
to live, and that's meant as high praise. HFC

Richard Block

VERDICT 9 1
CONCLUSION
Thissystemfillsa realniche 
for the music-lover who likes 
to Listen at the computer and ;
suchlike. Highly convmong .

HEFICHOICE 
> > 85%

Custom Design Reference
TYPE Loudspeaker stand

PRICE £250 per pair (glass base £30 extra)

CONTACT e 0191 262 4646
<;•) www.customdesign.co.uk

G lass is a familiar enough material in 
equipment racks, but in a speaker 
stand' Leaving aside some deeply

'looks-first' products that we've seen over the 
years, we can't think offhand of any serious 
speaker stands we've encountered that use 
glass as a structural element. Indeed, 
supporting 20-odd kilos of stand plus 
potentially the same again of speaker on a 
pane of glass may seem rash, but modern 
toughened glass is impressive stuff. We put a 
60-odd kilo reviewer on one of these with no 
ill effects. Certainly, the four chunky uprights 
will make no complaint, nor the 'Acoustic Steel' 
top plate (which is available in sizes other than 
the standard 21 xl9cm to order) 'Inert' filler is 
supplied as standard and is absolutely 
essential, as without it the stands are very 
highly resonant.

Actually, even with the filler, there's still a 
little ringing in evidence, at a frequency of a 
few hundred hertz, and we've a suspicion it's

due to those glass bases combined 
with the weight of the columns. It may 
account for the lift these stands seemed 
to give to vocals and melody 
i nstruments when we tried them under 
various speakers on assorted flooring 
surfaces. There's also a degree of 
compromise in midrange detail, with 
images less precise than we've heard.

That's the bad news. The good news is 
that bass is superb in terms of extension, 
detail and precision. Even speakers that 
don't make particularly strenuous efforts 
i n the lower reaches seemed to find an 
extra note or two, while ATC's SCM20s 
achieved a degree of authority which ■ 
we've only previously encountered 
with a very few stands - dearer ones, 
at that. Not an unqualified 
recommendation, then, but an 
enthusiastic one in context. HFC

Richard Block

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
Something of a compromise 
overall, this stand will appeal 
more to bass-lovers than 
detail freaks.

HI-FICHOICE 
»85%
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T
he six loudspeakers in this test 
group sit squarely in the middle 
of the mainstream spea er 
marketplace, tts: cs/cs" 

and fl,350 per pair. While i ■ s certainly 
possible to spend much more, this sots 
of outlay does pay or considerably 
more than the budget basics, and the 
result is an impressively varied an c 
interesting group of speakers.

That said, cost constraints are still 
evident Althoiiqli the B& oren
floorstanders both feature rea -wood 
veneer finish, as do the German 
standmounts from ALR Jordan and 
Quadral, the two French fiocstartae'S 
from Focal and Hri^ngkt bofh opr •: 
synthetic surfaces.

While that would seem to place ifie 
advantage in B&W's court, ’ts 'rea' 
wood' looks sicmficantly more 
'synthetic' than the lovely timber used 
by Nbien. And the two Ics-cs - ~
both go to great lengths in supplying 
cast alloy plinths to ensure opf mu 
floor coupling.
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meta wore *,e oc t
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LISTENING TESTS
Loudspeaker listening poses more complex problems than 
those involved in assessing other components.
Loudspeakers vary greatly and interact strongly and often 
unpredictably with the room. The difficulty facing 
sequential unsighted loudspeaker presentations is the 
strong tendency to judge each example according to how 
its balance differs from the model that preceded it.
Accordingly, extended hands-on listening sessions were 
adopted for this group, giving scope to adjust to the 
changes in balance and to experiment with positioning.

LAB TESTS
The speakers were tested under in-room conditions, to best 
represent real-world conditions. The test equipment used 
included a Neutrik Audiograph analogue signal generator 
with synchronised pen recorder, used to plot the far-field 
in-room averaged response traces and impedance plots. 
Pair-matching was also checked at one metre.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative teste.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
Our 3 D bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the 
speakers compare across quantitative and qualitative 
measures. Individual parameters are assessed and shown as 
better or worse than the group average.
1 J Sensitivity: Sensitivity measures b9w loud a speaker 
will go for a given voltage from the amp. It's scaled to 
2.83V at 1 m (one watt of power for an eight-ohm load). 
This figure can be misleading, as sensitivity varies 
significantly and lower-impedance speakers extract more 
current and hence power from an amp than 
higher-impedance ones.
2) Bass extension: A speaker's bass is heavily modified 
by the room. To replicate 'real world' conditions, our tmmc 
represents the averaged bass roll-off frequency at -6dB ref 
the broad midband, measured across the far field for a 
stereo pair in a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room.
3] Ease of drive: The lower the impedance, the more 
current it extracts from the driving amp for a given volume. 
Lower impedance designs have higher sensitivities, 
reducing voltage requirement for given loudness levels.
4) Overall frequency balance: Overall broad frequency 
response trends do much to define the character of a 
speaker, although true neutrality is the obvious goal.
5] Response smoothness The small scale smoothness 
of a speaker has much to do with the delicacy of the 
sound, and its ability to deliver subtle harmonic shading.

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE

«Six





Loudspeakers £900^£1,400 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

.£1,350 per pair a 01730 261924 €[: www.uberphon.co.uk

ALR JORDAN NOTE 3
Clever stand mount features a large and tuneable ABR at the rear

A
lthough the Jordan bit refers to veteran 
UK speaker designer Ted Jordan, whose 
pioneering metal-cone technology is 
used in the main drive unit, ALR Jordan is 

actually a German brand, originally founded by 
another noted designer Karl-Heinz Fink. The 
Notes are ALR Jordan's top series, above the 
Entry and Classic ranges, and this compact 
standmount is the smallest and least costly of 
four Note stereo pairs.

At E 1.350 per pair, the Note 3 is the most 
expensive model in our test group, and clearly 
represents a costly proposition for a two-way 
standmount But it does incorporate a number 
of advanced features by way of justification.

The most obvious and unusual of these is a 
large ABR (auxiliary bass radiator, also 
sometimes called a 'flapping baffle'). which 
takes up most of this speaker's rear panel. 
Looking like a large elliptical drive unit, but 
lacking a motor assembly, this behaves exactly 
like a reflex port In this implementation 
though, there's extra flexibility through being 
able to adjust the diaphragm's mass, and 
hence the tuning of the box/ ABR resonance, 
by adding or subtracting weights in the form 
of steel washers onto a knurled bolt attached 
to the diaphragm centre. The range of 
adjustment is not all that great, allowing the 
tuning to be varied between 37Hz and 53Hz, 
but that is still useful in avoiding interaction 
with major room modes.

In other respects, the Note 3 closely follows 
the compact standmount stereotype, using a 
nominal 165mm frame main driver with a 
llOmm diameter metal cone, operating in an 
enclosure of around 15 litres. The tweeter is a

25mm soft dome device. The speaker is a very 
sturdily built affair, weighing a considerable 
12kg, and nicely finished in real-wood veneer, 
with distinctively curved sides extending up to 
the edge of the black baffle. Twin terminal 
pairs allow bi-wiring or bi-amping if desired.

SOUND QUALITY
When delivered, two of the large washer 
weights were fitted to the Note 3's ABR, while 
another three large and one smaller example 
were supplied separately. First impressions of 
the speaker were not all that impressive, due to 
a rather thumpy and overbearing bass end, but 
after spending a little time experimenting with 
the weights, excellent results were achieved.

The main room modes in our listening room 
occur at around 52Hz and 30Hz, so by adding 
the maximum available mass loading to the 
ABR, both the smoothest bass and maximum 
extension thereof were achieved. This was 
amply confirmed on audition, as the Note 3 
took on a character that seemed to combine 
some of the best characteristics of a 
standmount with the extra bass welly only 
usually found with multi-driver floorstanders.

Certainly there is significantly greater weight 
and scale here than one normally associates 
with a standmount of this size. And yet, the 
speaker also demonstrates the agility and 
lightness of touch, and the superior imaging, 
that one normally associates with a high-quality 
standmount design.

Above the bass region, the Note 3 delivers a 
smooth and essentially neutral overall 
balance. Dynamic expression is above 
average, and if sibilant reproduction can 
sound a little untidy, the slightly restrained 
presence is very well judged, allowing the 

speaker to be driven 
hard without 
sounding aggressive, 
yet also maintaining 
good voice 
intelligibility when 
playing quietly. It 
should be stressed 
that best results 
needed careful 
experimentation with 
the bass loading 
options available here; 
once this had been 
achieved, the Note 3 
proved capable of 
remarkably impressive 
resuIts. HFC

Sensitivity is closer to 89dB than the 
manufacturer's specified 90dB on our far-field 
based measurement, but this is still a very 
respectable figure. Decent in-room bass extension 
to around 25Hz at -6dB can be achieved with 
optimum ABR tuning. In addition, the impedance 
stays comfortably above 5 ohms throughout, so it 
should not prove a difficult speaker to drive.

The supplied range of weights allowed the ABR 
tuning to be adjusted between 37Hz and 53Hz. The 
speakers arrived with around one-third of the 
available mass fitted, giving an ABR resonance at 
45Hz and delivering an in-room frequency balance 
marred by considerable SOHz excess. Some of this 
excess remained with maximum mass loading, but 
the overall trend was preferable, holding within +/- 
SdB below 125Hz and a creditable +/-3dB above 
that point Output was notably smooth above 
600Hz, with just a shallow presence depression.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Sensitivity » +5%
2) Bass extension » -10%
3) Ease of drive » +10%
4) Overall frequency balance » -5%
5) Response smoothness» +10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ 1m/2 83V 90dB 89dB

Impedance {nominal/minimum) 6 ohms 7 ;5 ohms

Estimated bass exlension ( 6d8) 45 Hz 26Hz

VERDICT I Í — . ’ -
SOUND » 87%

1 1 1 1 1 hTl
This costly design includes 
an ABR with adjustable 
frequency tuning via mass 
loading. It combines much 
of the weight of a 
floorstander with the agility 
and freedom from box 
coloration of a stand mount.

PRACTICALITY »86% 

i i i i i i tm
BUILD » 89%

\ i 1 1 1 ITTZZ
VALUE» 81%

1 1 1 1 i lltti: MCHOICE O J0/n
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december 2006 f HUFI CHOICE 73

http://www.uberphon.co.uk


Exceeding expectations....



Loudspeakers £900^1,400 [Ultimate Group Test]

.£999 per pair Q 01903 221500
B&WCM7
B&W's new floorstander features the unique FST midrange driver

F
illing a gap between the vinyl-covered, budget-price 600 Series and the more stylish and technically advanced 700 Series, this £999 per pair CM7 combines an attractive but cost-effective real-wood finish enclosure with the company's radical ' surroundless' FST midrange driver. The CM7 makes FST available at the lowest price to date.The sharp-edged cabinet comes in wenge, rosenut or maple real-wood veneers. Our samples lacked any convincing grain, but the end result is certainly preferable to vinyl woodprint Hidden magnets cleverly retain the fabric grille, so there are no unsightly lugs if the grille isn't used. Matching the shiny trim around the bass and mid drivers. the tweeter's highly polished faceplate is cut away. This means it can be sited as close to the midrange unit as possible.The 'free edge' FST driver is only suitable for midrange duties, as the edge of its 120mm Kevlar cone is in close contact with a thick polymer gasket This gasket is specifically designed to absorb midrange vibrations - a form of construction that effectively prohibits

www.bwspeakers.com

the fore'n'aft cone excursion required for bass reproduction. A more conventional port-loaded driver with a reinforced 120mm paper cone supplies bass here. The unprotected (and potentially vulnerable) 25mm alloy dome tweeter has an internal rear loading tube, and a low enough fundamental resonance to allow a first-order, single capacitor network.Twin terminal pairs are fitted below a flared Flowport, and a hollow foam sleeve is supplied which usefully enables the port to be re-tuned. There's no plinth or outrigger arrangement, which is a shame from both an aesthetic and a stability perspective, so the 6mm spikes fit directly into the base here.
SOUND QUALITYThe earlier solo review of this speaker in HFC 286 had already made it very clear that re-tuning the port by inserting the supplied hollow foam bungs was essential to obtain the smoothest and most even bass output in our particular listening room.Used without these bungs, bass heaviness and thickening were all too apparent, while their insertion was wholly positive, bringing a much more natural tonality to orchestral music. Male voices no longer had a thick and chesty quality, and the speaker as a whole seemed more transparent, with significantly improved stereo imaging.However, while the CM7 is a very competent all-rounder, it doesn't really stand out from the crowd in the context of this test group. All three drivers perform well enough over their respective sections of the audio band, but the overall coherence - the way the different sections glue together - doesn't always hit the spotThe midband shows a fine dynamic range, but the presence zone is too restrained and laid back, leaving voices sounding shut in and short of dynamic vigour and expression. On the other hand, the top end delivers plenty of detail with a sweet, smooth character and a well judged relative output level. The bass is arguably the best bit, driving the music along with gusto, enthusiasm and a fair amount of authority too, though there is some audible box coloration in the lower midband.Loudpeakers always involve a measure of compromise, and that's particularly true of a three-way design such as this. The advantage of maximising the performance of each drive unit must be set against the extra complexity involved in melding them into a well-integrated, coherent whole. HFC

The CM7 comfortably met the manufacturer's quite 
conservative 88d8 rated sensitivity above SOOHz. 
Indeed, the in-room sensitivity, even with the 
speakers well clear of walls, is more like 90dB below 
300Hz when the ports are left fully open. There is 
also a gross excess at 45-70Hz, giving a decidedly 
unbalanced overall in-room, far-field response.

Inserting the hollow bungs, however, brought a 
dramatic improvement, re-tuning the port from 45Hz 
to 30Hz and also damping the output The net effect 
was to deliver a very well balanced, though not 
particularly smooth, response from 25Hz upwards, 
albeit with some loss of output l .7-3kHz.

Although bass extension is good, and sensitivity 
respectable enough, the load is not an easy one 
from the amplifier's perspective, as the impedance 
drops below 4 ohms in the upper bass, 130-160Hz, 
a part of the audio band where high-level signals 
are very likely to be found.

HOW IT COMPARES

1J Sensitivity» -10%

2) Bass extension » +10%

3) Ease of drive » -30%

4) Overall frequency balance » +5%

5) Response smoothness» -10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Ratted Actual
Sensitivity * 1 m/2 83V 88dB 88dB

I mpedance { norri1 r i31/ mi r i! m u m j 8. 3 6 4 ohms

[stimated bass extension ( -6dB) fi2Hz 24Hz

mum *SOUND » 83%
I I I I I
PMŒCACALITY» 75%

I I I I I I ETTÌ

BUILD » 86%
U II I I !;«□
VALUE 82% I
rn I I I wn

This very pretty compact three-way floorstander has a version of B&W's 'free edge' FST midrange driver. With port sleeve in place, it delivers a fine overall balance, with good dynamic range and a sweet top end.
HI-FICHOICE OOOA
OVERALL SCORE W /U
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Loudspeakers £900^£1,400 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

.£999 per pair S 0845 660 2680

FOCALCHORUS 816V
Sharp new styling distinguishes this '/uxury budget' floorstander

F
ocal is France's leading hi-fi speaker 
brand, known first and foremost for the 
advanced and proprietary drive unit 
technology that is used throughout its several 

ranges of speakers. Indeed, the company 
started out as a drive unit manufacturer, 
supplying OEM drivers to other speaker 
system builders, although the company has 
recently stopped the OEM side of the 
business, to concentrate on building its own 
Focal-branded loudspeakers.

The product portfolio covers a vast range of 
sizes and prices, with the Chorus range 
traditionally representing the budget, 
entry-level models. This year, however, sees a 
significant change, as the latest Chorus models 
now come in two distinct ranges: the budget 
700Vs; and the more luxuriously finished 
800Vs, with superior ingredients (including a 
proper cast plinth on the floorstanders), at a 
price premium of around f250 per pair. Each 
range comprises a hierarchy of five stereo pairs 
plus assorted AV extras.

Right in the middle of the 800V line-up, this 
£999 per pair 816V is the smallest of three 
floorstanders and the simplest too, using three 
drive units in a two-and-a-half-way

('!) www.focal-uk.com

configuration. Finished all over in synthetic 
laminates, the styling is certainly distinctive, 
with tapering side panels (reflecting 
non-parallel internal faces), finished in ebony 
or mocha woodprint, and high-gloss black on 
the front, back, top and base. The panels are 
all 20-25mm thick, and further stiffened by 
internal bracing. The whole thing sits on a 
proper alloy plinth, with a neat, retractable 
(though not lockable) spike arrangement.

Focal is proud of making all its drive units in 
house, and in France. The two cone drivers 
have 165mm cast alloy frames and ll5mm 
diameter paper cones coated with glass 
'micro-spheres' to increase rigidity - Polyglass 
in Focal parlance. The tweeter has Focal's 
familiar inverted dome, now in an aluminium/ 
magnesium alloy and with a new suspension. 
This is mounted in a rigid cast chassis at the 
top edge of the enclosure, so it remains 
unobstructed by the V-shaped grille. Two large 
diameter ports (one firing downwards above 
the plinth) provide bass loading, and signal is 
applied to a single terminal pair.

SOUND QUALITY

Clearly intended for positioning well clear of 
walls to avoid undue bass emphasis, the 816 V 
is an engaging and lively performer. It has a 
notably clean, powerful and punchy bass, and 
a crisp, clean top end. However, the sound 
does lack overall smoothness and evenness.

The level of coloration, especially in the 
upper bass and lower midband, proved 
intrusive with our initial samples, thickening 
the sound and contributing obvious chestiness 
to male speech. A replacement, well-run-in pair 
proved altogether more satisfactory (see Lab 
Report), reducing coloration to much more 
acceptable levels and helping to reveal the fine 
dynamic expression that is perhaps this 
speaker's greatest strength.

The overall character still errs on the warm 
and rich side of neutrality, bringing a richness 
and fullness to large-scale orchestral 
recordings. It delivers realistic instrumental 
textures, which endows dance music with good 
power and drive.

The question of sample consistency raises its 
head here, as the second pair clearly sounded 
and measured much better than the first. 
Within the time frame allowed for this review, 
it's clearly impossible to establish whether this 
is down to differences in manufacturing 
consistency or running in time, but one should 
perhaps give Focal the benefit of the doubt, 
while adding a note of caution. HFC

The first samples of the 816 V showed altogether 
too much output between 40Hz and 300Hz. A 
second pair was delivered, and measurements 
revealed significant differences in the low frequency 
behaviour, in both the impedance and in-room 
response traces.

This was perhaps because of significantly more 
running in. The impedances were identical above 
90Hz, but the second samples showed greater 
damping of the low frequency peaks, and their 
in-room far-field averaged response was altogether 
better balanced overall.

In both cases, the traces are distinctly uneven, 
perhaps reflecting relatively light internal damping, 
but that unevenness still held within decent +/ 4dB 
limits in those second samples. Sensitivity is a 
healthy 91 dB, the load easy to drive, and the overall 
trend is a little warm and rich, slightly laid back in 
the presence zone, and a little bright in the treble.

HOW IT COMPARES |

1J Sensitivity » +20%

2) Bass extension » +30%

3) Ease of drive » +20%

4) Overall frequency balance » +20%

51 Response smoothness» -10%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual
Sensitivity l m/2 83V 91 SdB 90dB

Impedance ft-onir.ai/rr.iriirruiT,) 8 - 7/S ohms

Estimated bass extension ( -6dB) 39Hz 20Hi

VERDICT
SOUND »86%

nil i J warn
Discounting the bass from 
our first samples, this 
speaker has a fine, warm 
balance, notably superior 
dynamic expression, and a 
clean, sweet top end, though 
the sound might have been 
smoother overall.

PRACTICALITY » 86%

III 1

BUILD » 87%
i i i i i fn

VALUE » 87%

Illi i“‘TI 1
HIFI 10ICE Q7QA
OVERALL SCORE Jt /U

december 2006 | HI-FI CHOICE 77

http://www.focal-uk.com


IXOS IXOTICAj

King
of cables
“...an extremely transparent, almost ‘glass 
clear’ cable that scythes through the mix 
with tremendous alacrity...Overall, an ab
solutely super product that’s ideal for those 
with smooth systems, and want to get to the 
heart of musical matters.”
HI-FI WORLD IVIAY 2006
IXOTICA IX-1 REVIEW

After 35 years Mchea «s sH a tam*y nr busmess 
with a team of dedcaaed and proud craftsmen, 
produong quaMy trrtattes and accessories

www. ixos. co. uk

Only available through the 
following specialist Retailers:

Bristol
Leamington Spa
G'asgow

Dealer Name 

Audio Excellence 
Sony Centre 
Stereo Stereo

0111
01«
014'



loudspeakers £900.£1,400 [Ultimate Group Test]

.£1,100 per pair e 029 2064 1005

NBIENNX-&T
www.nbien.com

Simple and very substantial floorstander has exquisite cabinetwork

A
 relatively new arrival in the UK, Nbien is 
a Far East manufacturer based in 
Malaysia, which should ensure good 
material value for money for starters. The 

sound quality portents are pretty good too, if 
the fine sonic performance of the little OX-5 
we reviewed in HFC 284 is anything to go by.

Nbien has four distinct model ranges, the 
NXs slotting in below the elaborate and costly 
3E model, but above both the DX and GX 
ranges. This £1,100 per pair NX-6T is the 
largest of four NXs, and one of only two 
floorstanders in the company's complete roster 
(alongside the enormous 3E) Other NX-series 
models include the original NX-2 two-driver 
standmount, a tiny NX-Sat model, and a 
NX-6C centre channel speaker with the same 
three-driver complement as this floorstander.

Finish is exemplary, and comes with all 
surfaces covered in a choice of top-quality 
real-wood veneers in either walnut or cherry, or 
piano black. Although the underlying shape 
follows the usual rectilinear box stereotype, the 
construction is far from stereotypical, as the 

wrap appears to have extra layers covering the 
front and rear thirds, and the front-to-back 
edges are heavily post-formed, too. Nbien calls 
this a 'retro-modern aesthetic', which is as good 
a phrase as any for an approach that's both 
attractive and unusual.

Other features include a wide, slot-shaped 
port near the floor, and a pair of sculpted 
outrigger slats that extend the spike footprint 
The whole thing weighs in at a very substantial 
25kg, probably in part due to added ballast 
Two pairs of terminals feed a two-way driver 
line-up that uses a pair of l 65mm bass/mid 
drivers - with coarse-textured 120mm doped 
paper cones and fixed 'bullet' phase plugs - 
mounted above and below a 20mm fabric 
dome tweeter, in what's usually referred to as a 
dAppolito configuration.

SOUND QUALITY
The advantage of d'Appolito type operation is 
that it preserves the simplicity of a two-way 
while at the same time providing plenty of 
cone area for bass reproduction while also 
keeping the enclosure fashionably slim. The 
difficulty usually seems to come in getting the 
overall tonal balance right, and here the NX-6T 
is only partly successful.

The good news here is that the voice band is 
particularly well handled, showing nice clarity 
and coherence, with a sweet top end and a 
refreshing openness, which is free from 
aggressive tendencies. Speech has fine 
intelligibility, even when listening at low levels, 
and song lyrics are easier to distinguish - yes, 
even Tom Waits' - than is often the case.

However, Tom's voice also has a chesty 
quality here, and the same applies particularly 
to male speech, and to a lesser (and more 
unusual) extent to female voices, too. Music 
sounds just a little too rich and full, especially 
through the cello register. While this character 
adds warmth and a sense of power to the 
proceedings, it also tends to thicken textures 
and can also sound rather thumpy with some 
types of music - as a generalisation, dance 
tracks are not heard at their best when served 
via this speaker.

However, thanks to low coloration from the 
exceptionally solid enclosure, the dynamic 
range is impressively wide. Furthermore, 
alongside its fine coherence, the NX-6T seems 
to enjoy being pushed hard, happily going 
l oud without getting in the least bit upset It 
all adds up to a speaker that might not be the 
most neutral around, but which is thoroughly 
entertaining nonetheless. HFC

LAB REPORT
The NX-6T proved something of a mixed bag under 
our usual measurement scrutiny. The manufacturer 
claims a relatively modest sensitivity of 88dB, and 
this is comfortably met under our in-room far-field 
conditions from 300Hz upwards. In fact, the 
averaged response trace from 300Hz up to 13 kHz 
was exceptionally and very impressively smooth and 
flat, holding within remarkably tight+/-2dB limits.

Below 300Hz, however, things are rather 
different. The fact that the port is tuned to SOHz. 
and therefore coincides with our major bass room 
mode, is unfortunate, the more so because no 
means of re-tuning is provided.

While one can always improvise a technique for 
blocking the ports, the real problem is seen in the 
upper bass. This is especially so between lOOHz 
and 300Hz, where output is a full SdB stronger 
than the datum established above 300Hz, an 
imbalance that is bound to result in coloration.

HOW IT COMPARES

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ 1 m/2.83V 

1 mpedance (nominal/minirnum)

Estimated bass extension (6<dB)

BSdB 

8 5 ohms 

5OHz

89dB

816 ohms

28Hi

VERDICT [TZ 1" 11
SOUND » 80%
□ZEEEEMEE
P^CTCAL^ »84%

□ZEEEEOMZE
BUILD » 91%

EEEEEEEEEI .
VALUE 79% 

□EŒEEEBEZZ

With fine cabinetwork and 
very solid build quality, the 
NX-6T also has open and 
coherent voice band 
reproduction, but is marred 
by excess in the upper bass, 
so voices are accompanied 
by chesty coloration.

Hl-RCHOICE QnO/n
OVERALL SCORE OU /U
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Loudspeakers £900^£1,400 [ Ultimate Group Test

.£1,000 per pair a 020 8991 9200 @ www.quadral.com

QUADRALRONDO
This attractive standmount is distinguished by a ribbon tweeter

A
new name to Hi-Fi Choice readers, 
Quadral is Germany's third largest 
speaker brand, and has recently arrived 
in the UK courtesy of Axcelle Ltd, distributors 

of Wireworld cables. The complete Quadral 
catalogue covers an enormous range of 
products, including numerous 'lifestyle' AV 
packages, though only a selection of these 
will be coming to Britain.

This El.OOO per pair Rondo is one of just 
three models in the Phonologue Compakt 
series. There are two key things that 
distinguish this range from the rest First, the 
speakers are strictly available as stereo pairs, 
with no surround sound extras. Second, all 
three have ribbon type tweeters, a feature 
shared only with the three costliest 'high-end' 
models in the Quadral line up.

The Rondo is a compact two-way 
standmount, prettily finished in graphite, or a 
choice of maple, bubinga or cherry real-wood 
veneers. It's built very solidly with elegantly 
sculpted side panels and all very restrained, 
discreet and classy, with gunmetal grey driver 
chassis flush-mounted into the veneered front

The 170mm bass/mid driver has a cast 
chassis and a metal cone that is 11Smm in 
diameter. The latter is made from a mixture of 
aluminium, titanium and magnesium, a blend 
that Quadral claims gives an ability to control 
resonances that is superior to single element 
metals or other materials.

Ribbon drive units, usually reserved for 
tweeters, have the benefit that the 
ribbon-shaped metal diaphragm - 60x8mm in 

this case - is also the voice coil to which the 
signal is applied. The shape ensures the very 
highest frequencies have fine lateral dispersion, 
but vertical dispersion will be more restricted. 
As such, it's important to position the speakers 
so that the tweeters are at ear height The rear 
panel has two pairs of terminals, plus a large 
diameter port tuned to SOHz. Helpfully, 
open-cell foam bungs are also supplied to 
provide some damping of the port output

SOUND QUALITY
Best used on high-quality stands placed well 
clear of walls, initial impressions were 
something of a mixed bag. While the mid and 
top shows a very pleasing coherence and 
sweetness, with fine focus and precise 
imaging, the bottom end has a distinct 
tendency to thump when reproducing material 
with significant bass content

I nserting the supplied foam bungs into the 
ports was most effective in solving this 
problem, delivering a much smoother and 
more even bass performance, with fine 
timing. Indeed, if anything the bottom end is 
now on the dry side, leaving the midband 
sounding exposed and forward - not to the 
point where this could get unpleasant, but 
rather where one might consider moving the 
Rondo closer to the wall

This is a speaker that knows how to boogie, 
however. Fine detail is clear and lyrics are very 
intelligible, even when playing the system 
quietly. And if it's not the last word in 
dynamic punch, it is exceptionally smooth 
with a wide dynamic range.

The sound might lack a little warmth for 
some tastes perhaps, 
and bass authority is 
not a strong point, 
but the delicate, 
sweet top end and 
freedom from 
unwanted edginess 
combine to create a 
speaker that's 
exceptionally easy 
on the ears. This is a 
speaker one can 
enjoy for hours on 
end without a trace 
of fatigue, and the 
fact that it's as easy 
on the eyes as it is 
on the ears is the 
icing on a very 
attractive cake. HFC

The manufacturer quotes a sensitivity of 87dB, 
which errs on the conservative side of our 88dB 
figure. Furthermore, the load presented to the 
amplifier looks reasonably benign, staying above 6 

ohms throughout -unusual in Continental designs.
The generous port here is tuned to SOHz, which 

exactly coincides with the major bass mode in our 
listening/test room. This results in significant 
exaggeration of frequencies between 45Hz and 80Hz 
even with the speaker situated well clear of walls.

Fortunately, Quadral also supplies a pair of 
open<ell foam bungs, and while these hardly affect 
the actual tuning frequency of the port, they do 
damp its output significantly, resulting in an overall 
far-field in-room response that holds within 
impressive +/-3dB limits from 40Hz right up to 
14kHz. The traces are significantly smoother than 
average overall, and look particularly impressive 
above 1 kHz, with a seamless crossover transition.

1] Sensitivity» -15%

21 Bass extension » -35%

3) Ease of drive » +15%

4) Overall frequency balance » +10%

5) Response smoothness » +20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ 1 m/2,83  V 87dR 88dB

1 mpedance (nominal/minimum) 814 ohms 1 8 bohms

Estimated bass extension (-6dB) 38Hi 40H1

VERDICT
This attractive standmount 
incorporates a classy ribbon 
tweeter, and gives a sound 
with fine coherence and 
neutrality, superior image 
focus, and a notably sweet 
top end. Port damping 
proved useful and effective.

SOUND » 85%

FTTTT I -f l"l
PMŒCAUTY» 82%

VALUE » 82%

iiii ijjmt: HWKHOICE QZ0/n
OVERALL SCORE W*T ZU
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Loudspeakers £9O0^£1,4O0 [Ultimate Group Test

.£995 per pair a 01753 652669 @ www.triangle-fr.com

TRIANGLE ANTAL Esw
This new Antal sports several improvements, especially in the bass

L eading French brand Triangle takes a 
notably individualistic approach to both 
styling and drive unit design - and with

some success, judging by the three previous 
generations of its Antal namesakes that have 
come under Hi-Fi Choice scrutiny, all of which 
received Best Buy ratings.

This latest version shares many features with 
its namesake predecessors, but also 
incorporates three significant changes. The 
most significant of these is a new low 
frequency drive unit, but the crossover network 
has also been tweaked, and the horn-loaded 
type TZ2400 tweeter has benefited from 
improvements arising from the Magellan 
development programme.

Apart from a large aluminium dust dome 
reinforcing the twin bass drivers' paper cones, 
the £995 per pair Antal Esw looks exactly like 
its predecessor. That means it's not a 
particularly pretty speaker. A convex front 
panel in painted charcoal grey MDF is 
surrounded and backed by a choice of

Bordeaux, Champagne and Cognac vinyl 
woodprints. But a speaker cabinet is about 
more than just looks; an elaborate damped 
and decoupled metal plinth provides a fine 
combination of stability and spike-coupling, 
the large central pointed cone at the front 
providing 'single point' grounding for the 
entire enclosure.

I t's a full three-way design, using two l65mm 
bass-only drivers with 120mm cones operating 
in tandem. These hand over to a l30mm 
midrange drive unit with a small 85mm cone, 
which is unusual in using a pleated 
doped-fabric surround. This is a technique that 
Triangle has long favoured, presumably because 
it has lower hysteresis (energy storage) than 
rubber. Cast chassis' and paper cone 
diaphragms are used throughout. The tweeter 
is a substantial horn-loaded device, chosen 
because matching the horn mouth diameter to 
that of the midrange cone gives better energy 
consistency through the crossover. The rear 
panel carries twin terminal pairs, and a flared 
front port reflex-loads the bass enclosure.

LAB REPORT
Although Triangle claims a healthy 91 dB 
sensitivity, the most our tests could achieve under 
in-room far-field conditions was 89dB, and this 
very average figure is also accompanied by a 
relatively demanding impedance characteristic 
that holds around 4-6 ohms between 90Hz and 
2kHz_ The port is tuned to a low 35Hz, 
contributing to good ultimate in-room extension 
registering -6dB at 20Hz_

The Esw is clearly very different from its Es 
predecessor. When sited clear of walls, it delivers 
an impressively smooth and well balance in-room 
response all the way from 20Hz up to 3kHz, with 
no sign of the upper-mid peak found in its 
predecessor. The top end is not quite as impressive, 
with a broad dip centred on 4.2kHz, and a 
subsequent peak around 8.6kHz, but the total 
trace still holds within very respectable +/-4dB 
limits across the whole band.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
magazine

SOUND QUALITY
Since most of the ingredients in this speaker 
were already found in earlier Antals, it's no 
surprise to find that the Esw has much in 
common with its Es predecessor. A maJor 
advantage with this new version is that its bass 
delivery is audibly smoother, and the speaker is 
more tolerant of positioning, while giving best 
results when placed well clear of walls.

While the basic sound is still far from sweet, 
it is impressively smooth and well balanced in 
this latest incarnation, at least through the 
bass and midrange. The top end is less 
impressive, sounding a little coarse and untidy, 
with both mild presence dulling and a spitty 
quality present at times. However, while the 
sound could benefit from more grip and drive, 
it shows fine communication skills with good 
powers of discrimination and analysis through 
the bass region. Furthermore, the midband is 
delivered with realistically vivid dynamic 
expression, excellent timing and an impressive 
freedom from overhang.

This is a tall loudspeaker, and the midrange 
and treble drive units are mounted high off the 
ground, a scenario that enhances the sense of 
scale and space, and assists in delivering a 
realistic stereo image.

This is not the prettiest speaker around, but it 
does provide maximum musical insight for 
minimal financial outlay, along with greater 
refinement than earlier incarnations. HFC

HOW IT COMPARES

v 
v

1 I Sensitivity » +5%

2] Bass extension » +30%

3] Ease of drive » -20%

41 Overall frequency balance » +20%

5] Response smoothness» +5%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement

Sensitivity @ 1m/2 83V

Impedance (nommal/mirnmum)

Estimated bass extension ( -6dB)

.£-.

91 dB

8/4 ohms 

SOHz

VERDICT ir
SOUND» 86%
! I I I I I I IT

PMCTCA.£» 8-.

BUILD » 83%

VALUE 86%
I I I I I TIMED

Actual

89dB

6/4 ohms

20Hz

This latest Antal, now with 
improved bass drivers, has a 
smoother sound than its 
predecessors. It has a 
beautifully balanced bass 
and midband, which is 
ultimately more important 
than the dull, uneven top.

MCHOICE QC0/a
OVEMLL SCORE UV /U
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[Ultimate Group Test J Loudspeakers !SW&Al

CONCLUSIONS
Three of the six models here ry to tailor th e sorod : rod; n:~ - j'

P
erhaps the most interesting 
thing about this rodrod: is 
that three of the six mode s 
give some flexibili ty to adju st their 

port output, ei :her through 
increasing damping (Quadra.) or 
adjusting the tiJUHii frequency 
(B&W, ALR Jordan). All listening 
rooms add peaks and troughs, 
known as room modes, and the 
problem is that their free .rod us 
(and amplitudes) vary substantially 
and largely unpredictably from o e 
room to another.

By allowing the port output to 
be shifted in frequency - either via 
the simple hollow foam bung used 
by B&W. or the more elaborate 
mass-adjustable ABR employed Py 
ALR Jordan - it is possible to shift 
the port-tuned frequency away 
from a room mode peak, so that it 
instead coincided wrth a null. Ths 
benefits the overa bass 
smoothness considerably

Though less sophisticated thar 
the above methods. Quadra s 
damping bung also proved

TRY THEM WITH THESE
CD PLAYERS
REGA SATURN £1,298
The Saturn deliver.; a stunning 
perfonnance right across the band.

NAIM CDSx £1,450
One-box player with fine gnp and 
coherence. Musically i^Mng.

AM PU Fl ERS
CREEK DESTINY £1200
An assured and neutral perfor—e 
doesn't impose its own character

PRIMARE 130 £1300
Combines subbety, r-yr — c -res 
and genuine rrusxat gravrtas

LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE

KEY FEATURES
SIZE (WxtlxD) 245^7x31^ 2°"91 n-WsM 2&t»OÛx375o» 23«Wi3ta 22» 13E*--A3

DRIVER COHAG 2'fa! 3«y 25«. 2<wj 2wo Swo

MAIN DRIVER SIZE(S) Ixl^ifflst h:I 6 •— 2»löwr 2» ’Öw i"Rea! jtiSbwE. x“32iw

STAND/ ^R? Siami Boor =ocr Rea iarx wo

CABINET R ' ISH Real wo Rea wood wo Reas «nx MW wo

B^WIRE? Yes Yes_________________________ Xc Vs

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • C = GOOD > a = avhuge * p«root

SEN^^n ^3 G 88dB A SOdBG &« : Ml * wo 2

EST. BASS 26Hz A 24Hz A 20Hz G 3Hz A Or» 2H1

IM«DMŒ (^/ MIN) 715 röras A 6-4 ohm P 7/5 ^Wk A 1 sum G it»: »¿MB*

FREQ. ^^E S"o A <5% A -200. C 400."

RESPONSE ^^W^S •100. A -100. A '00.A -200. * «00.1
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T.+44 (OJ 115 973 3222 E.shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk ^ww.deflnitiveaudio.co.uk

L to R: 1. Kuzma Stabi XL £10,000 2. KSL Kondo Neiro Line Stereo Valve Amplifier £23500 3. Living Voice IBX R2 (Burr Oak) £4400 
4. SME 10 / SME V £4115 5. Living Voice OBX RW (Santos) £7200 6. KSL Kondo Ongaku Integrated Amplifier £49,000 

7. Magnum Dynalab 106T Valve Tuner £3600 8. KSL Kondo Gakuoh 300B Mono Amplifiers £48,500 
9. Resolution Audio Opus 21 CD Player £2950 10. KSL Kondo V-z (1m) Interconnect £750

mailto:E.shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
ww.deflnitiveaudio.co.uk


HLFICHDICE
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories z.z :z z tszz. 5 t . r :• ..:
online, drop us an email or fill ots: the foderfom z:zees :e zrz: ::: : ' z~~ ::ts: - -: — a

W
elcome to our new, expanded 
Choice Bits accessories shop. 
Every month, our highly try neci 
audio experts trawl the world of " ■? 00 tre 

freshest goodies and the ; • try; accessories, 
all designed to help get the mos : . of your 
system and each one ready to be deli ered 

straight to your door.
This issue, a literally off-the-wall way of 

nailing your vinyl audiophile colours to -he 
mast. Or the chimney breast. Art Vinyl lets yo. 
display your best, most collectable . slee es 
and helps your ee vnoi- for music turn into a 
passion for art, tool

For our full product selection, visit our 
dedicated website: .. .r. sst .= : ■

: :: a. - s:=-

ART VINYL RECORD DISPLAY MOO NT 
Art Vinyl is the original way tc d spay .o_' 
favounte muse and vrry recc'd art Ys a r 
dea 'or ~_s z e-:--s a;:s : — : :— :-;; — = 

inteno• zes ;;- :.:nc=pt —-=a-::00:;: =- 0 NLY £29.95 OR 
£69..95 FC- - C

Best Buy Accessories

Ceara udio Deluxe Bubble Level
Use Clearaudio' s high-quality s-.a r es Sts- 
bubble level to ensure ys-s-is-s-a e s Irec u:J

e £22.95 e. £19.95 (set of fou' £14.95

Cleaning Liquid

£24.95

Alcohol-free record ces" g fluid. Ths 
biodegradable solution will clear 500 reco-cs 

Price £27.95

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record Sleeves
Quite simply, the best IZ inner slew« -a : e 
The audiophile's choice. Sold ri packs 50
Price £14.95 (pack of 50)

Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones
^Usec _-::e- 0: 3_.::s "Do: :.-:s == ::-:;
t00es :;.c.= — :e ::• 52= ^:. =-= t^Y~2-t;

Pri £29.9S{setoffocr) £ 9 9 5
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ANALOGUE ACCESSORIES Lasertrack CD2000 Set- Up Disc £19.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC l Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 0

Art Vinyl LP display mount (single) £29.95 0 Marigo 3D CD/DVD Mat E59.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 0

Art Vinyl LP display mount (pack of three) £69.95 0 Mobile Fidelity ULTRADISC CD-R (Qty 5) E14.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 0Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP E21.95 0 Opus3 Showcase (SACD) E21.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) E44.95 0Clearaudio Diamond Stylus Brush E9.95 0 Richard Black's U.S.H.E.R. CD E14.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) E19.95 0Clearaudio Harmo^Nicer LP Mat E34.95 0 lsoTek System Enhancer DeMag & Burn-In CD £14.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC Cambi Base (Qty 4) E49.95 0Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record E29.95 0 Order both the above discs for only £21.00 0 Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform fl19.95 0Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £81.95 0 Ringmat The Statmat Mkll £19.95 0 IXDS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) E19.95 0

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble level £22.95 0 Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) E17.95 0 Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) E54.95 0Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp E12.95 0 Ultra Burn-ln CD3000 E24.95 0 Project T/Table Wall Mount £74.95 0Clearaudio Quadro Record Clamp £73.95 0 Walker Audio ERS Paper (8" x5") E14.95 0 Project T/Table Platform E224.95 0Clearlight Audio (RDC) Record Puck E54.95 0 Walker Audio ERS Paper Self Adhesive (8" x5" ) E19.95 0 Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) E14.95 0KAB Strobe Disc & Light E79.95 0 XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD E24.95 0 Spectral Polipods Support Systems (Qty 8) E14.95 0Katli Audio Stylus Pressure Gauge E74.95 0 CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS Stillpoints Cones (Qty 3) E244.95 0Loricraft Record Mat E49.95 0 Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner E14.95 0 MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERSMichell Engineering Record Clamp E23.95 0 Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £4.95 0 24ct Gold Plated UK Plug £19.95 0Michell Universal Oust Cover E46.95 0 Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit E12.95 0 HifeTuning Silver/Gold 13A Fuse £19.95 0Michell Tech no Weight E67.95 0 Allsop Radial CD Cleaner E10.95 0 I EC - Figure 8 Adaptor E9.95 0Milty Zerostat £39.50 0 Clearaudio Stylus Tip Brush E9.95 0 lsoTek Premium Mains Cable (l.5M) E54.95 0Mobile Fidelity GeoDisca E44.95 0 Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush E13.95 0 lsoTek Elite Mains Cable (l.5M) E84.95 0Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.95 0 DeoxlT Contact Cleaner (200ml) E13.95 0 lsoTek Optimum Mains Cable (l.5M) £149.95 0Polars Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge E5.95 0 Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush E14.95 0 Nordost Shiva Mains Cable (2.0M) £220.00 0Project Bubble level E14.95 0 Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 0 Nordost Vishnu Mains Cable (2.0M) E450.00 0Project Record Puck £39.95 0 Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner £44.95 0 Nordost Brahma Reference Mains Cable (2.0M)E895.00 0Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable E7.50 0 L'Art du Son Record Cleaner (5Litre) £27.95 0 Nordost Valhalla Reference Mains Cable (2.0M)E1750.00 0Ringmat Developments The Ringmat E49.95 0 L'Art du Son CD/DVD Cleaner £39.95 0 lsoTek lsoPlug E29.95 0Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat E69.95 0 Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 0 lsoTek NeoPlug E49.95 0

Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.95 0 Last CD/DVD cleaner E19.95 0 lsoTek Gii Salus E324.95 0' The Producer's Cut' Test LP E24.95 0 Last Record Preservative E39.95 0 lsoTek Gii Multi-4-Way E174.95 0

AUDIO BOOKS last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 0 lsoTek Gii Multi-6-Way E19g,95 0The Complete Guide To High-End Audio £24.95 0 Last Stylast Stylus Treatment E29.95 0 lsoTek Gii Multi-8-Way £234.95 OHow To Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable E7.50 □ Lyra SET Stylus Cleaner E29.95 0 lsoTek Gii Gemini-6-Way (distribution strip) E260.00 0The LP is Back E9.95 01 Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (50)£14.95 0 lsoTek Gii Mini Sub/Vision E549.95 /E599.95 0Home theatre For Everyone E19.95 0 Nordost Eco 3 Static Inhibitor Spray E24.95 0 lsoTek Sigmas E999.95 0

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 1 Onzow Zerodust Stylus Tip Cleaner £34.95 0 lsoTek Gii Titan E1499.95 0Allsop DVD Optimiser/laser Lens Cleaner E19.95 □ Dptrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier E16.95 0 lsoTek Gii Nova E1699.95 0AudioPrism CD Stoplight E19.95 0 ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) E13.95 0 Kemp Electronics Power Strip 4-Way E324.95 0AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration E39.95 01 Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) E24.95 0 Kemp Electronics Power Strip 6-Way E375.95 0Bedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll E69.95 0 VPI HW16.5 Record Cleaning Machine £475.00 0 Kemp Electronics Power Strip 8-Way E424.95 0Compact Dynamics CD Plus E14.95 01 Walker Audio Super Silver Treatment E59.95 0 Nordost THOR by lsoTek E1599.95 0Compact Dynamics CO UpGrade E14.95 0 Walker Audio Ultra Vivid CD/DVD Enhancer E119.95 0 V.D.H. Polarity Tester E17.50 0Densen DeMagic CD E12.95 0 ISOLATION RACKS AND CONES WattGate 320 IEC Connector (Black) £18.95 0Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up DiscE19.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 ShelfE549.95 0 WattGate 3201 HC (16Amp) £28.95 0

0870 240 7228 &) www.choicebits.co.uk
I 
I
I 
I
I 
I
I
I 
I 
I
I

Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk

Name:

Address:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- í

Postcode: Tel:

I

Cheque/postal order enclosed for E____________ made payable to Choice Bits
Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number
DODD DODD DODD DODD DOD Signature____ ____________ .... _____ ________„Valid From ____________________  Expires ________________________  Issue number (Switch)______________________________________________________
How to order: UK postage:Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and send Postage is £2.00 for the first item and fl.00 thereafter.it to: RO. Box 5996, Newbury RG20 4XH All Prices include VAT at 17.5%.
Alternatively: Give us a call on 0870 240 7228 European/ International sales:
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage
Order online: www_choicebits.co.uk quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive.
This service is operated by hififorsa!e,com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license horn Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorsale.

Hl'FI SPECIAL READER OFFERS - A Hl-FI CHOICE PROMOTION
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Audio Destination 01884 243 584
> Devons audio specialists for two-channel i home cinema

Arro
If you would like 
authentic-sounding 
performances where 
time and place seem 
to have no dimension 
of their own. 
experience the Arro.

Its aim strikes 
more places than 
you could imagine. the feghest cafibre.

Hawk

Sttaf
This energetic, 
functional and 
holographically 
superlative speaker 
can satisfy the most 
demanding 
connoisseur.

Clarity, presence 
and micro nuances 
are meticulously 
presented in a 
sumptuous fashion.

Forest

Totem Acoustics... guide your soul
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YOUR DETAILS

Name
Address

^
Email address 
Card number 
Expiry date 
Signature

SEND YOUR ORDER TO
UK READERS
Hi-Fi Choice back issues,
FREE POST BS4900, Somerton,
Somerset TAil 6BR

OVERSEAS READERS 
Hi Fi Choice back issues, 
Cary Court, Somerton, 
Somerset, TAil 6TB, UK

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?
MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER AMOUNT

HOW Will YOU BE PAYING?
Make cheques/POs payable 
to Future Publishing Ltd 
(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)

CHEQUE 
MASTERCARD 
MAESTRO
VISA 
POSTAL ORDER

J 
□ 
J
J 
J

HOW MUCH Will IT COST?
UK £5.95, EU £6.95, Outside EU £7.95 (per issue)

BACK ISSUES
Back issues are available by mail order (as 
long as stocks remain) . They cost £5.95 
(UK), £6.95 (Europe) or £7.95 (rest of the 
world). All prices include p&p. You can 
order by phone on 0870 837 4773 - we 
accept Mastercard and Visa credit cards, 
and Maestro debit cards. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or PO made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. Please fill in your details on 
the left of this form.

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT
If you're interested in an HFC review of an 
older component and the back issue has 
sold out, we can usually send photocopies 
of individual reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee (iric p&p) of £5 per review 
You must know in which issue the original 
review appeared; we are unable to search 
back issues for old reviews.

Please send a written request, enclosing 
a cheque for £5 made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd, to:
Hili Choice Reprint Service, 
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London, NWl 6NW

PLEASE note: this service is only for 
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS

Why not subscribe 
to Hi-Fi Choice?

Seepage&B 
for more details...
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e D ensen B-150

Discover why we say:
LIFE IS TOO SHORT FOR BO RI NG HI-FI

Authorised dealers:
Acoustic (Arts. fedforddshire. -el 01923 245250^^^ & ^re- = —= in .:.! in —• :.5 - io.er-^a r ^^ -= :’::.^::. -:>.r^ <dc :

432999 - Glasgow Audio Glasgow •el 01413 324707 in»-F. inzin ^=in 01 ;c:;in.:..-^^orn..,;l in+in-in •= ins-=ein - '**- fedc --d—ein

Tel.01509 2^640 - l^^^r^y, -el O1L25.!6" 23: • linked U-ft _::^= e in::.! .=-.' ^^in ,. zizrininw in : : i linaS innca+= »a-rx^r

Tel. 01925 632179 • R.J.F. Corn wd in inZin 'in'” - Srxrini Sstt,xdxi»-. inin- inin in : '22 43c:': .'aec'ec-. -in inine - in : -ini in‘i

Award winning musical
Lifetime warranty 
Sexy design

The new reference Integrated ~ c -in 
grated amp on the marke . ti is iilfled with s<
giving you even more ' in in in in - ’ - z z 
of the B-250 and B-350 (Denseins re ference pre/oowe- 
end ingredients such as relay driven volume control, 
made components and muc" " we

However, there is much more to a perfect product than just superior sou 
intention to make complete products. Not just products 
complete like a perfect circle. As you learn apout [ 
extra mile in every aspec— cer g” inin-inin-:: 'in: 
duction methods and of course sound quality. But yc 
until you get to hear and see what we re talk ng aoo 
we mean when we say Air-Guitar fain or (soy wifot? 
Guitar / A r-Baton included with e'.<ery Densen product

Densen Audio Technolog es - ceore (+45) 75 18 12
~ e - s e -
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Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Bible-the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hi-fi and multichannel

Products that score more than 80 per cent overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.

How to use this guideThe Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist outlets where you can audition these components with your favourite discs.

gear you can buy. Here, you’ll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for and how to get the most from your components.

Reviews you can trustOur test results are the most reliable in the business. We employ the most experienced reviewers and use the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate most highly is contained within these pages, from CD and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround and vision, these components will take you a step closer to reality.

DEALER CLASSIFIED
DEALER GUIDE
DEALER DIRECTORY

ANCILLARIES 
HEADPHONES 
CABLES
STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
GLOSSARY

LOUDSPEAKERS 
STEREO SPEAKERS 
MULTICHANNEL SPEAKER PACKAGES

BUYER’S BIB
SOURCE COMPONENTS
CD PLAYERS 
DVD PLAYERS
VINYL
RADIO TUNERS 
DIGITAL RECORDERS

AMPLIFIERS 
STEREO AMPS 
MULTICHANNEL AV AMPS
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BUYER'S BIBLE PLAYERS ________
___

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players c mucic only

Despi te the emergence o= new ormats and trie resurgence o f an old o-e (vinyl), CD is still the Icing o' formats i you require breadth choice. And despite ru fa :_ a i other sources will play CDs. if you want to hear your discs a t their best, there s little substitute 'or a dedicated CD player.It's also he oost e-duri-g ;orma ।«»ithe ma el Des pi:e »1 I । Iniion co -te -cwi < SACD ami DVD-Aucio. nrnkhimj has been able to undermine this universally popular formatCD players work by reading a stream of Is and Os off a disc that spins at a constantly changing speed (to counteract the increasing length of ‘groove’)- This bitstream is then digitally filtered before undergoing digital-to-analogue conversion n the DAC (D-to-A convertor). Thereafter, the signal is filtered
the serszz ve a

ana
somei

asusua IV orte

Cambridge AudioRega Apollo £498
Rega's latest enby-^^plalayerisasplendidly musical performer. gner tts-rooest 

price. Bass is goo , midrange is great and high frequencies ara tndyeceptnnat.

H F
magazine

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audioo- . fc — at -trac-tec 

by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD i- the ra— of 

considerably greater bandwidth and -nproveddyna-c range It also "as 

the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 

^£7 I channels, and most new discs take advantage of this- SACD dscs are 

""^7 usua||y hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you «MT be 

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel caoao t 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also p ay WD an 

even DVD-Audio - these are listed in our DVD seedort
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CD PLAYERS BUYER S BIBLE

CD PLAYERS
Audio-only CD and SAGO players
BADGE' PRODUCT 1 COMMENTS
UP10£1.000

¡IBi

I SPECIFICATIONS

SACDC ELEC [ 3
CD-RW 1

BAL ANA
HEADPHO 1o s 0 

9I
C

0 
9K s i— m mEco - I in

di
n

I in
di

n § s 8 § o§

I in
di

n E m

D Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 250 I f you value the effortless flow of musical information, you should certainly hear this player • • • • 285

D Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Highly involving and rewarding rnusic player at a sensible price • • • • • 286

D Creek Eva 495 A minute treble litt: otherwise this is a very capable player that otters fine value • • _ • 285

D Cyrus CD6s 650 Srnall, efficient and cheerful, with plenty of energy and just the smallest lack of detail • 9 276

O Cyrus CD8x 1,000 I mpressive rnix of detail, musicality, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX^R power suppy (£400) • • 270

O Denon DCD /00AI 250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay • • • e 284

D Marantz SA7001 430 Easy, relaxed sound arguably lacks true grit, but is extremely listenable from CD and SACD • • • • 281

D Nairn CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5i is the definitive player at the price • 259

D Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy perforrner • • 285

D Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SACD perforrnance • • » • • 276

D Vncent CD-S6 Mkll 999 With its tube output stage, a beguiling midrange, sweet highs and attractively figured lows plus fine dynamics • e • 287

1 HtHE£1.M0

O Arcarn FMJ CD36 1,200 Fine detail, extension, dynamics and neutrality: 'bland' or 'honest' according to listener taste' • • • 280

0 Audio Research Ref CD? 8,000 Top of the CD playing tree, with a sound as open and musically accomplished as you'll ever find from the format • • . • 279

D Ayre CX-7e 2.195 I f you want a clean-sounding, revealing and entertaining player with fabulous build this is a strong contender • • 281

D Classe CDP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced • • • • • • 286

z Classe CDP-202 4,750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, if sophistication is your bag. Includes S-video and composite outputs • • • 9 • 284

O Copland CDA823 1,750 Don't let the laid-back character fool you - this player has plenty of insight too • • 280

o Cyrus CD XVDAC X 1,900 Greater resolve than the single box competition, and DAG X has six digital inputs for whole system conversion • • • • 279

Esoteric X-03SE 4.995 Resolution and rnusicality close to the top of the garne. For out and out transparency and build quality it's hard to beat • • • • • 285

z Krell SACD Standard 4.244 A landmark SACD player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price e • • • • 251

D Linn Majik 1,950 Compact and capable of most CD formats, it's musically cornrnuricative with fine pace and enthusiasm • • • 283

D McIntosh MCD201 3.400 Superb CD periorrnance and even better with SACD which has its own output level control. • * • • • • 284

D Marantz SA-15 S1 1,200 Sarne inconsistency over imaging, but enjoyable pertorrnance, strong on detail • • • • 276

D Meridian G06 1,695 Great combination of all-round attainment with superb looks and build quality, plus superb remote control • • • • 281

Z Meridian 808i Signature 8,250 Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite delighttul • • • • • • 263

NAO M5 1,299 Beautifully rnade and very versatile CD/SACD player handles rnosl formats with very superior dynamic range • • • • • 285

O Nairn CD5x 1,450 Unique design nicely cornplernents a sophisticated and highly capable pertorrnance • 280

Nairn CDX2 2,800 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply • 238

D Rega Saturn 1,300 Attractive simple player does the basics superbly, delivering pertorrnance with great poise, precision and range • • • 286

□ Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynarnic, well tirned and 30 perforrnance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source • • • 244

D Sugden CD21SE 1,395 Dellvers its particularly musical touch brilliantly and warrants the attention of all true rnusic lovers • 271

D T+A CD1230R 1.500 Filter options rnake this a player for all tastes, aided by top quality engineering • 280

Z Wadia 302 3.999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listering habits • • • » • 253

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs m multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from insened disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections lor similarly equipped amplifiers
HEADPHONE SOCKET Ouaner inch (6,3mm) headphone lack litled to the CD player VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

BEST BUY ITOH'S CHOICE.

< (>J^I • HI-FICHOICE
magazine

HIFI
magazine

Copland CDA823 fl,750
This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinav’an CD player combines a real ear for detail 
with full-scale dynamics and an effortless musical style. A genuine hi-fi star.

Esoteric X-03SE £4,995
Esoteric's entry-level CD/SACD player delivers astonishing sonic detail and prec’sion, 
coupled with a gorgeous sense of musical structure. Truly, it's brilliant.
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DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

DVD has proved a phenomena! success in commercial terms and has virtually extinguished the market for budget CD players - you can't realty beat a multiformat player when it comes to features. Early DVD players were not particularly good CD spinners because of the enormous amount of RF rterference produced by video circuits, but as this problem has been identified manufacturers have begun to tackle it Nowadays, most DVD players are competent CD players and a few are very good - often as not they are the ones that play DVD-Audio d>scs as we The great advantage of DVD s that it offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature length movie or music concert and discrete multichannel sound on a disc the s ze of a CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, the audio is encoded in either the Dolby Digital or DTS format, both of which use 'lossy* compression to fit the auc o onto the disc alongside the video data. You can use wo-

DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 

can be played on any DVD player, but the 

CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only 

be appreciated with a DVD-A player.

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information - lyrics, images and so on. To save

DIGITAL OUTPUTS 

For Dolby Digital. 
DTS and PCM 

audio bitstreams.

ANALOGUE AUDIO O^^^: to 
stereo and multichannel coonectxMiS 
use ebe fa” ^t i^ufa w-Kt 
DWAudio, SACO and CO.

a DVD

compatible flirta audio inks ¿be now aso 

appearing enhanong SACD sourc

you having to deode wrwcr £ gc tr a 

few brands are out -n»«er» □avers

to cover SACD and [WDA a cncsoe CD arc 

DVD-Video - a neat ano beibe^. hxsae
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Our favourite □ bestbl
DVD PLAYERS
AudioNideo disc players
BADGE? PRODUCT £

DPT 0 £1,000

D Arcam DiVA DV78 700

D Denon DVD-1920 250

D Marantz DV7600 600

D Onkyo DV-SP503E 300□ Philips DVP9000S 400

Sony DVP-NS91ODES 1,000

D Yamaha DVD-S2500 700

ABI ft £1.000

D Arcam DiVA DV137 1,250

Cyrus DVD8 1,200

D Denon DVD-3930 1,100

'101 Denon DVD-A 1'101 2,500

'101 Linn Umdisk SC 2,995

D Marantz DV9600 1,500

'101 Meridian G98AH 3,625

'101 Nairn DVDS 2,565

D T+A SACD 1245 R 2.000

Zi Townshend TA 565 CD 3,000

COMMENTS

Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound performance for the money

Respectable (if unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem

A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation

Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which performs well with audio and video 

Philips proves it hasn't lost its touch with mid market DVD players. Includes SACD and HDMI for quality video, and it's a star

Video playback is foremost, with the ilink delivering significantly better sound than the analogue counterparts

Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs

Good overall audio pertormance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SACD playback at time of writing 

An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs

Well engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powertul video image processing

Sophisticated universal player with state of the art video processing, high class disc replay, especially SACD

Groundbreaking universal player with built-In preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-fi

With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SACD, this sets a very high standard to beat

Meridian's most widely compatible G-Serie; DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too

Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio

Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited job, but it does it with fine fidelity

A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good ol' stereo CD

276

274

275

274

274

280

285

238

287

266

259

280

265

270

SPECIFICATIONS

263

279

tZirfLi.il DVD^A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SAGO COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in two and multichannel modes

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosi ink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone 1ack litted to the DVD player.

—< 00 00 00 ■

marantz

BEST BUY BEST BUY

HI Fl HOICE
magazine

FICHOICE
magazine

Philips DVP9000S £400
An attractive and well designed DVD player with a great picture and good CD/SACD sound.

Marantz DV7600 £600
A universal player that's strong with all formats, including music on CD/SACD/DVD-A.

EDITOR'S CHOICEBEST BUY

/MERICXXN
HIFI 1ICE
\ magazine Z

■F1CH0ICE
magazine

Arcam DiVA DV137 fl,250
The first 'universal' player from this top British brand is a cracker, sonically and visually.

Meridian G98AH £3,625
A digital tour deforce - as exceptional with both audio and video as you'd expect.

In celebration of Supra's 30th 
Anniversary, the Sword-ISL has 
been developed, based on 
technolgies derived from the 
award winning Sword speaker 
cable. Sword-ISL is a high-end 
2-channel interconnect, fitte 
with phono or XLR plugs, in 
O.Sm pairs. The first ••run" will 
be supplied in a luxury Limited 
Edition 30th Anniversary 
Presentation case.

Demo sets are available from 
Authorised Dealers for home 
audition.

SUPRACables
INTRODUCING: The UK version of Supra's 

LoRad MD06-BS!SP 6-way Mains Distribution Block
Approved to 8$1363 standard.

MD06-BS/SP features 6 x 45 degree mounted 13 Amp UK mains 
sockets housed within an RF shielded alumimium extrusion. 
Tommy Jenvings' own 3-way Surge Protection system helps 

to prevent “nasties" getting into your hi-fi or AV system.
When used with LoRad shielded mains cables, this can help 

protect your system from RF interference.

Special 
UK Launch Prices

Supra MD06-BS/SP 
Mains Distribution Block 

only £129.99 
(normally £149.99)

Supra AnCo TV cable 
only £24.99 (1 m) 

(normally £29.99)

Offers end 31/12i06 
Available from selected dealers 
\ E. &O.E. y

Made in Sweden by 
Jenving Technology AB 
S-459 91 Ljungskile, Sweden 
email: supra@jenving.se 
web: wwww.jenving.se 
We are a licensed HDMI 
Adopter manufacturer

Homi

Supra Cables are available from all good 
hi-Ii and home cinema stores in 38 countries 

around the world.

For UK customers who require more details or to 
request a brochure pack containing stockists & price 
information, please contact:
Supra brochure line: 01223 441 299
Supra email. info@supracables.co.uk
Supra on the web: www.supracables.co.uk
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges a nd essces

Record players or turntables offer the digital revolution serious competition when it comes to sound quality. Even a modest model can turn musical tricks that most CD players struggle with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but in reality its a lack of digits hardness that makes the format so engaging. True, the software requires a bit more care, but even a knackered LP is more playab e than a scratched CD.Record players are made of three, perhaps four, fundamental parts. The turntable is the plinth and platter, usually also containing the motor and any suspension system. A tonearm sits on the plinth and allows the cartridge to trace the vinyl groove by pivoting or para el tracking over the record. The cartridge contains the means of turning the mechanical movement of the groove wall into an electrical signal.A fourth element is an amp dedicated to the delicate job of amplifying and equalising the cartridge's insubstantial output This is called a phono stage and can be found in some integrated amplifiers and preamps, but is increasingly purchased separatel for use with line-only amps.
IT

C earaudio AvidThe Funk Firm
Funk V£760
Tne more cosny or arc turmao« A
Funk Firm, the Funk V builds on its 
sitting's virtues to deöver a sound cr sheer
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TURNTABLES g
Record players
BADGE?

33/45 247

229

268

SPECIFICATIONS

33/45

33/45

product
Avid Diva

£ 

1,100 

3,500

D
Avid Volvere Sequel 

Clearaudio Champion 

Clearaudio Ambient

E
O
O
D
D
D

EAR Disc Master

The Funk Firm Funk

The Funk Firm Funk V

Goldnng GR2

Michell Tecnodec

EC

Michell Gyro SE

Michell Orbe SE

1,365

4,220

7,695

450

750

265

767

COMMENTS

A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results

Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what’s in a vinyl groove than most of the competition

Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively ‘dead’ arm. Isolation recommended

Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra)

Combines new ‘no contact’ drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution

You wont find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail

Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, its a killer

Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality

Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - full-bodied and highly detailed

1,058 New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm

33/45

33/45

33/45

33/45

33/45

33/45

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
D 
@ 

O

Nottingham Analogue Horizon

Pro-Ject Debut SE

Project RPM 5

Pro-Ject RPM 9 X

Rega P5/RB700

Rega P7/RB700

Rega P9/RB1OOO

Roksan Radius 5/Nima

SME Model 1OA

SME Model 20.2A

Townshend Rock Anniversary

2,015 

529

200

400

1,000 

698

1,298

2.498

850

3,411

5,274

4,900

A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 33/45

A fluid midrange and nimble but nich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 33/45 

The best Debut has a quality cartridge and easy upgrade arm cable, it delivers a scale, energy and resolve with ease 33/45

Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious eague, needs good isolation for best results 33/45

A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent' Price includes carbon-fibre arm 

Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 

A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 

Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1000 tonearm

33/45

33/45

33/45

33/45

Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version feia: 33/45

Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm

Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm

If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc. txcaliour am:

33/45

33/45/78

33/45

Our favourite □ æ3™ 0
PHONO CARTRIDGES
MM and MC cartridges
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

O
D

Cartridge Man MM Ill

Oenon DL-103R

625

200

□

o
0
EC

Grado Prestige Black

Grado Prestige Gold

Lyra Helikon

Sumiko Blue Point Spee Eva Ill 

van den Hui MC One Special 

van den Hui Condor XCM

40

110

1,095 

239

699

2,400

The MM Ill challenges MCs at twice the price, it produces detail, space and energy and has stunning resolve in the right arm

Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n’roll cartridges around

Otters admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss

Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality

High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for

«0 Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

PHONO STAGES
Phono stages
BADGE? PRODUCT

O Cambridge Audio 640P

Clearaudio Smart-Phono

60

COMMENTS

Tested with the almost-as-good £40 540P, this remarkable phono stage brings refinement and bass weight to budget vinyl

□
IL

NAO PP2 phono stage 

Tom Evans Microgroove 

Tom Evans The Groove

250

50

400

1,800

Minute and very practical unit with slightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money

For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better' 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP□ Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility

ë

33/45/78

271

276opt

279opt

opt opt

•

•

284

266

268

239

235

253

276

•

•

•

• •

• • •

• • •

279

268

opt 257

opt 257 

228

248

195

186

259

1 SPECIFICATIONS 1

2 s11 ISSUE NUMBER

• 266• 285

• * 214

• • 235

• 215• 270• 235• 265• 253

SPECIFICATIONS

ï §
æ

5 i—■ % g o§ > 21 core m• • 277• • 268• • 245• 234s 201e • • • 234

E!Ein;I[EiS3333 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual litting of the belt 
from one pulley to another to change speed. but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm -some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown.

EHEIEHI2IH2I1 MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some canridges have separate styli for ease of replacement. but 1 compromises sound quality.
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Ask for details of this superb range:

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX - BN44 3GY - ENGLAND 
tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 - fax: +44 (0)1903 814269 

email: sales@sme.ltd.co.uk 
or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk

PINEWOOD 
MUSIC

WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 8
Just another WATT-Puppy?

That's what we wondered at BsL After al System 
7 was. ts and always wi be a InAy fabulous 
transducer. What more oodd las latest incarnation 
offer, apart toman open ¡rotation for tie cynics to 
take a swipe? The answer is fiat t presents a 
vitality, precision and iming fiat we have never 
before experienced torn a loudspeaker. David 
Wilson dug deep and he discovered dynamite - 
musical dynamite. Experience t at Pinewood Music.

sorus feber. marun Icgn Copland, wiscn audcx 
ctarTZeei. mriresn. koetsu. prrna tuna, inson 
research. synergsDc research, chord cable, transparent, 

yter. bed ¡Jt+regtass. tiwe demente

The Pinewood Music Cornpain

Telephone: 01460 54322 
Mobile; 07860 351113 

e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

mailto:sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
mailto:brianriv@mac.com
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TUNERS BUYER’S BIBLE

RADIO TUNERS Tor BUYS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical resource 
that's in danger of being taken for 
granted, but whatever your tastes

there's someone out there catering for it If 
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 
to your hi-fi already, you're missing out'

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over 
to digital entirely, but hardware prices have 
yet to come down to a point where this 
would be acceptable. Its advantages over 
FM include hiss-free reception, the 
potential for a wider range of stations and 
the ability to display comprehensive 
programming information. FM's RDS 
system means that station name and 
occasionally track titles are displayed, but 
the range of information is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 
cost of hardware and the greater reception

area. It can also provide higher sound 
quality if reception conditions are 
favourable. Absolute sound quality 
judgements are muddied by the fact that 
you are listening to different forms of 
compression and processing at the studio 
for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 
it's variety of programming you're after, 
they have a lot to offer.

RECEPTION
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.eo.uk/digitalradio for details.

Denon TU-1800DAB £2 50
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design at a tempting price.

HIFI
magazine

HIFI

Creek TSO £550
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 
with a substantial and detailed sound.

•ê
RAOilÇ 9 S

T+A T1210R £1,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

—1—
Magnum Dynalab
MD 90T £1,195
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

Our favourite BEST BUY EDITORAS CHOICE

TUNERS
SPECIFICATIONS

RA
RA

o 

s 8?

FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES
BADGE? PRODUCT : COMMENTS

g 3I ^

RA 
o z

o
RA3 2 RA

FM TUNERS

D Creek T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM,M,L 128 ' • | + •L______ 251

D Cyrus FM-X 500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply FM 7 . • • !•
283

D Denon TU-1500AE 130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto FM,M,L 100 • 281

D Denon TU-1800DAB 250 There's a little grain on FM, the generally decent performance on both bands makes this an great dual-band choice DAB,FM,M 200 j • i a 283

RA Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt • • 257

Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper! 2°o • e 283

□ NAO C422 180 Admirably tree of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity FM.M 30 • • 250

D Primare T21 600 A very fine tuner - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent FM 30 • • 230

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: ‘PAC’ on DAB mellows sound a little DAB,FM,M 99 • • • a 283
Rega Radio 3 398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM pertormer FM,M 20 • 283
Rotel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free FM,M 30 • _• • 242
T+AT1210R 1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too FM 100 • • 283

D Arcam DiVA DT91 450 As good as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers good build and value DAB,FM 16 • • e 269
D Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 e » e 248

Cambridge Azur 640T 200 Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB pertormance, though FM is never better than decent DAB,FM 60
1 e

• • 260
D Denon TU-1800DAB 250 DAB reception is as good as any and FM performance clearly benefits from Denon's long experience DAB,FM,M 200 • • 274

Pure Digital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing DAB,FM.M....   '«M ■ 1 1 .■ II ■ ' . 99 • "•iId 242
Sony ST-SDB900 200 Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear DAB,FM,M 60 e e 259audio broadcasting.and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station namesbands are supported : FM, M- medium wave, u long wave,
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DIGITAL RECORDERS BUYER'S BIBLE

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS
CO, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders

MiniDiscMD's strength is versatility. You can record and then re-record many timesover. Editing facilities are second to none - you can erase mistakes, name tracks and re-order a disc's contents with a few simple button pushes, making it ideal for building compilations. They're pretty robust too.Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed compression technology called ATRAC, which discards part of the data in order to squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a little cold in comparison, lacking a degree of detail and ambience. But to most people it still sounds light years ahead of cassette - clean and hiss-free.

quality is higher - if you're recording from a CD, the best models will give you a copy that is very close to the original. In terms of compatibility, most CD players will play back a CD-R disc, but older models might have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, of course, play the disc back on your own recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

HIFI

Recordable CDWith recordable CD you have a choice of two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, but you can only record once; and CD-RW discs are a little more costly, but you can re-record on them ad infinitum.Though the latest machines incorporate some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is not as flexible as MD. However, sound

Hard driveThe latest contender on the digital recording scene is also the most flexible. Some HOD (hard disk drive) recorders can store whole music collections if you use a compression format such as MP3. HOD recorders are taking over from multidisc CD changers as sound servers in multiroom installations, where their ability to play more than one piece of music at a time is a great boon. HDD also offers impressive editing facilities on a par with MD, and they can also record from CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed.At present, sound quality isn't the driving force behind the format - flexibility and storage capacity being bigger issues - and a plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an HOD recorder in fidelity terms.

Philips CDR802 £300
Multidisc recorder that's slick and capable, 
albeit with a slightly flaky build.

Yamaha
CDR-HD 1500 £599
Combining hard disk with CD-R adds 
flexibility to digital audio recording.

Cambridge Audio
Azur640H £600
Rip and store CD tracks on hard disk, 
create playlists, connect to a PC and more.

HIFI

Hermstedt
Hifidelio Pro £850
160GB hard disk and CD-R/RW dnve rn a 
box - as music Servers go, this is a cracker.

SPECIFICATIONS

I o

o

V_>
^ 0 ï

CD-R/RW, MD and HDD recorders 0 f
1 Q 
5 : S

BADGE' PRODUCT ¿ COMMENTS s o S I
CD-R/RW RECORDERS

Denon CDR-1OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband । was noted when recording 1 ■ • • 218
D Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 1 ; • 233

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCO replay and notably line recording from analogue 2 • • 243
O Philips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 2 ■ • • 233
0 Philips COR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 1 • • 205
D Pioneer PDR-609 270 Classic CO recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 1 • • 243

Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 • • 218
MD RECORDERS

Pioneer MJ-0508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleepnnducingyer that receives its recommendation owing to the price 1 • • 205
Sony MOS—JE480 130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price .h i - 1 • 233

HOD RECORDERS

□ Cambridge Audio Azur ß40H 600 Not so much a HOD recorder, more a complete audio computer and nerve centre in one useful box. Complex, but worth it 1 160 • • 276
□ Hermstedt Hifidelio Pro 850 Can be used as a CO player, but also as a recorder, and can encode MP3, play AAC and form the heart of a distributed audio system 1 160 • • 280
□ Yamaha CDR-H01500 599 Great for archiving a music collection or making compilations without compromising on flexibility or sound quality 1 250 • • 278

EdSHU DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HO CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only 
OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAG. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or OAC.
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shadow audio
20 - 22 Cadham Centre 
Glenrothes KY7 6RU, Scotland 
e. info@shadowaudio.co.uk 
w. www.shadowaudio.co.uk 

t. 01592 744 779
f. 01592 744 710

*subject to conditions

The finest selection of Hi-Fi Products 
in the UK, - all under one roof:
ART Audio, ART Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Aurum Cantus, 
Audio Zone, Audio Physic, Audionet, ATC, AVI, Bel Canto, Black 
Rhodium, Blue Note, Bryston, CEC, Custom Design, Croft, DK 
Design, EAR/Yoshino, Eastern Electric, GamuT, Goldring, Graaf, 
Hovland, Hyperion, IsoTek, JAS Audio, JungSon, Lumley, 
Manley Labs, Marantz, McIntosh, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 
Musical First, Nordost, Opera, Origin Live, Ortofon, Pass Labs, 
Pathos, PMC, Project, QED, Qinpu, Ref 3a, Resolution, Roksan, 
Shanling, Soundstyle, Stello, TacT Audio, Triangle, Trichord, 
Townshend Audio, Unison Research, Wadia, Whest, Wilson 
Benesch, Vertex AQ, VPI and many more.

3O-day money 
back guarantee’

free next day UK 
delivery. Mon - Fri*

free mains 
cord* •

 free intercnt 
cable*

free speaker 
cable*

free pair of
speaker stands*

The Reference CDSOO CD Player and Reference 
ASOO Amplifier from Shanling are finally here. 
Shanling wanted to make a true statement 
with these flagship products, not just sonically 
but visually as well. We think they have and 
even more impressive is the sheer value-for- 
money. Musically they challenge products at 
twice the price! Available - now.

into you system this year by 
choosing one of the many

Following in the footsteps 
of the astonishing ART 
Emotion Loudspeaker, the 
more affordable'Emotion 
Monitor' model has arrived. 
Again available in three 
versions with the ■ to 
upgrade to the next version 
at a later date! A stunning 
addition to the Emotion 
family! Available - now.

wonderful valve products that 
we sell.

For many, valves bring a 
naturalness to the sound that 
once experienced is hard to live 
without.

One of our favourite valve 
manufactures is Eastern Electric 
(show on right). Beautifully 
made, reliable, tiny, affordable 
and tea of all they sound just 
sublime. Why not treat yourself 
this Christmas?m

Musical Fidelity products definitely have that 
X-Factor and none more so than the brand new
X-Series.

New styling -beautiful, advanced design and state- 
of-the-art circuitry give a performance comparable 
to products costing many times more. Should the 
competition be worried - definitely!
Available - now.

MW

*

''
Perhaps there are still some 

undiscovered secrets to mains filtration, 
but as things stand the benefits are 
considerable and the value of this unit is 
not hard to confirm. "

lsoTek Sigmas 
Hi-Fi Choice, October 2006

The Lumley Stratosphere is
one of those products that
has a real presence - even £500 pair

Takes the 585 one step further and 
adds real dynamic slam.

when it's not spinning records.

All that hear the Stratosphere
fall in love with the incredible
ease and naturalness in which
it plays music. All those that see 
it fall in love immediately with 
it's beautiful looks.

If ever a product could be d
a gift to musicians, a gift to
Stratosphere would be that
A reference turntable in ever res.
We love itl Available - now.

sublimiAvailable - now.

Hyperion HWS-733 
£2800 pair
When you have a small room and want 
the performance of the bigger 938 - the 
733 delivers it to you. What you cannot 
see is the bass unit housed 
in the bottom of the <<
speaker.

Hyperion HPS-938 / HPS-938W 
£3750 pair/ £4500 peir
This speaker has it all and takes on the 
best £1 Ok speakers with ease. Buy this 
speaker before Hyperion 
realise it should be twice 5 
the pnce. c HIGHLY

.J— RECOMMENDED 

±
11 Shadow Audio would like to thank all its customers and wish them a very

Following in the footsteps of the in 
winning Hyperion 938, come thr 
affordable models. Same tech 
performance, all in a smaller 
channel or multi-channel! 
All Models Available - Now.

Hyperion HWS- 
£250 peir 
This mode) mal 
with sheers; 
detail retrieval.

Hyperion HWS-586

mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk


Best Part-Exchange 
Prices anywhere
Visit www.shadowaudio.co.uk. Don't forget our 
classified listing at the back of this magazine!

(FREE) Shadow Audio 
Newsletter
To receive the Newsletter visit

Look out for these special red symbols next to some of our used/pre-owned items. You will only 
find these special symbols by visiting the used section on the Shadow Audio Web Site.

www.shadowaudio.co.uk and sign 
up today. Remember its free!

®o
Bel Canto 

e.One REFI 000 Monoblock 
(Our advice to you - buy a set!)

Æh shadow audio»

discover®o
Musical Fidelity 

kW550 Integrated Amp 
(MF does it again - stunning!)

®
JAS Audio 

Orsa Speakers 
(H¡►Fi+ Award Winner)

®
Clearaudio 

Ambient Turntable
(A musical gem)

here are just a few and in no particular order

JI

®o
Eastern Electric 

Minimax Valve CD Player 
(Hi-Fi World Award Winner)

® o
Manley Labs 

Stingray Valve Integrated Amp 
(Exceptional value for money)

ATC 
SCM40 Speakers 

(Part of a new superb range)

Visit our web site for more details.
No matter what the music material, 
absolutely nothing phases the kW750.
It really is that amazing. Don't need 
that much power, think again!

This powerhouse from Musical Fidelity 
will drive any loudspeaker load 
without breaking a sweat.

JAW DROPPING Integrated 
Amplifiers from DK Design!! 
Reference and Signature models 
on demonstration. save

Happy Browsing...

*subject to conditions

At Shadow Audio we think good web sites 
allow you to access information with relative 
ease. Good is ok but we wanted more than that 
and we wanted a site that was fun to visit.

We have worked very hard to make our web 
site that little bit extra special and visitor 
feedback has been excellent.

In the coming months you will be able 
to enjoy many new additions to the 
site - watch this space!

what's hot join
find

learn

used bargains

HFC-SA/12/06

Products from £100 - £50,000 « Systems from £2,000 - £250,000 • Expert Consultation 2 I

Have You?
Have you visited the new Shadow Audio Web Site?
Using the latest technology our web site makes 
browsing fun and finding the right information you 
require - easy.

Can't go the distance? 
(30-day money back*)
Many customers would like to come and see us 
but they are just to far away... the solution: 30-day 
Money Back Scheme* , .

*subject to conditions

i/e you?
free, unbiased approach you
cap take your tune to find itw rkjht produci 
taf you at Shadow Audio

®o
JungSon 

JA-1/JA-99c Pre/Power Combo 
(Hi-Fi World Award Winner)

Musical Fidelity 
kW250S All-in-one 

(Audiophiles single box solution)

r

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
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BUYER S BIBLE STEREO AMPS

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 
[ fryry integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus V—ry power amp combinations. Integrated simply means that both pre and power sections are in one box. There are definite advantages to separating the low level, delicate signals in the preamp from the radiations of a power amp, so the more ambitious designs come in two or more cases. In some cases, each channel has its own power amp called a monoblock.Amplifiers use two basic technologies: transistors or valves. Transistors are popular because of their practical and technical advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live on owing to aspects of sound quality that trannies can't replicate. If you want to play your music loud, use trannies; if you appreciate acoustic music, try valves.The fundamental of amp/speaker interfacing is power rating and speaker sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out of speakers which present a difficult load. As a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an ampThe main areas in which amps vary are: timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and transparency. Timing is the ability to present the attack and decay of each note precisely; amps with strong timing have a snap and coherence that is very appealing.
Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 
speakers do a remarkably good job of 
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as 
they don't have the (electrical) noise
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 
stereo models of a similar quality.

HOME CINEMA STEREO

Q&A

Dynamics is a general term for the ability to portray variations in level between individual notes and is different to dynamic range (the difference between the loudest and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps tend to have more life and energy.Stereo imaging is how solid or three-dimensional an instrument or voice sounds. The point of having two rather than one speaker is to make it possible to recreate the soundstage of the original recording, thus amps that have strong imaging skills can create a sonic space that seems to extend the room.Transparency of detail is the most obvious difference between amps. One amp will present more subtlety than another, but the drawback with using this as your main criterion is that a forward or 'bright' sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at the expense of overall musical coherence.

SHOULD I LEAVEMY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS?All audio electronics perform better when they are warmed up, and this is particularly the case when it comes to amplifiers. If there's no way that you can leave it on all the time, make an effort to switch it on at least 20 minutes before listening.
WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?Bi-wiring is when you run separate cables to the treble and bass/mid terminals on the speaker. In most instances, this improves sound quality so long as identical cables are used. Bi-amping is using two stereo amps to drive one pair of speakers, using one amp to drive the treble and the other for the bass/mid sections of the speakers.
WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLEPOWER?Valve amps are inherently low powered in absolute terms - at least when you compare them to their transistor-based cousins. But when partnered with high-sensitivity loudspeakers, they are quite capable of producing perfectly adequate head-banging levels.

Marantz
PM7001 £350If you thought the PM7200 was a great budget amp, just wait until you hear this! Its sound is so detailed and involving, you'll think it costs twice the price.

0 * • 1' '1 "} ".) o o'o

Cambridge Audio
Azur840A£750Like the matching 840( CD player, this is a technically innovative product with a sound so refined it belies its price point- just check out that fantastic midrange!

Primare
130 £1,500Are you looking for an amp that combines weight and musical gravitas with rhythm, detail and subtlety, with gorgeous build quality to boot? In that case... here it is! |

Copland
CTA405 £2,498This amp's massively enjoyable musicality is hard to beat: all the effusiveness of a great valve amp and none of the stereotypical softness. Brilliant!
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Our favourite □ BESTBUY [Õ] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated amplifiers

UPT0£1.000
h COMMENTSBADGE? PRODUCT

Arcam OiVA A65 Plus 400 Occasionally a touch bright, but a good all-rounder with decent detail and plenty of life 5 • • • 40 278
[il Arcam OiVA A70 500 Has the measure of th: next model up, the A80, in a slightly lower rated form, but with sonic advantages in some areas 7 MM a e 50

[286 1

O Arcam OiVA A90 850 Well-featured amp with little character of its own - highly informative sound 6 opt i • • 90 286
□ Cambridge Audio 640A V2 300 Nasty-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 : • _ • 75 279
[il Cambridge Audio 840A 750 Detailed and lively, with excellent midrange and treble detail 7 •. • 120 286

□ Creek Evo 500 Not the most accurate, strictly, but its lively, energetic musical presentation is entirely lovable 5 opt : • • 85 283
□ Denon PMA-1500AE 500 Well set up to make the most of big-scale music, with copious power and drive, though slightly bright 5 • • _ • 70 278
0 Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM e e 50 284
D Marantz PM7001 350 Detailed and highly communicative amp with fine treble and good bass extension - exceptional value for money 5 • • . • 70 279
0 Marantz PM7001KI 550 Building on an already fine amp, the Kl variant offers superb bass and bags of detail 5 i e • ! 70 283

0 NAO C352 350 A dynamic and musical amp at a bargain price - another budget classic from NAO 7 • • 55 253
D Nairn Nait 5i 699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 4 • 50 252
0 Onkyo A-933 500

• ' . . “ — ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ ■ - - .. . . . . . . -  -  -- -. ... . ■
Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 •; 80 278

D Primare 121 750 A confident and energetic amp, with just a touch of veiling at times. Great build quality 4 006 • 75 273
D Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,000 Improved version is as involving as ever but now with added focus and bass depth 5 • 85 278
0 Sugden A21a 899 This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 5 25 224
^£1.000

□ Arcam FMJ A32 t ,200 Ultra-civilised amp with plenty of features that's also highly revealing and musical 7 • • • 100 266
[il Audia Flight TWO 2,500 Quirky, but musically highly effective model which is expressive and analytical, with some minor operational quirks 8 • 100 280

Ayre AA-7e 1,995 High end sound at a sensible price. Lacks the balls of less revealing designs but has precision in the timing department that is rare 5 • 60 284
[il Bryston B100-SST DAC 3,850 A remarkable amplifier which is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of an impressive onboard OAC 6 • j • • 100 275
[ilj Chapter Precis 3,995 Tight, nimble and dynamic across the board and unusually articulate in the bass, but the ergonomics could be refined 6 e 130 281
o Copland CSA29 1,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 6 opt 85 255
[ilj Copland CTA405 2,498 Avoids pratfalls of many valve amps, yet retains the euphony typical of the best of breed 6 MM • 50 286
o Creek Destiny 1,100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 • • 100 286
z Densen Beat B150 3,000 Gorgeous bass: slight treble dryness detracts only a little. Good sense of scale and rock-steady rhythms appeal toe' 6 opt opt 100 277
[il Gamut DI 150 5,700 Serious contender for the best integrated amp ever The DI 150 takes on pre/power combos on their own terms 6 • 180 275 I
[il Krell KAV-400xi 2,698 The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 5 • 200 247
[il McIntosh MA2275 5,400 A valve amplifier that doesn't patronise. It's not soft-centred and it understands dynamics 5 •I • 75 271
0 MarantzPM-11S1 2,500 A good-looking, well-endowed, high-quality amp that's a great match for the impressive SA-11S1 stereo CO/SAGO player 6 • • • 100 265
0 NAD M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 • 180 285
□ Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 • 100 267
[ill Sugden A21SE 1,995 Hot-running Class A amplifier that sounds more delicious than most A definite step up from the classic A21a 4 • 40 268

Union Research Unico 200 3,000 Hybrid integrated with high power/quality low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 5 * 200 269
[il 006.006- Research Perform. 5,500 Massive and bulky valve amp sounds brilliant, with good power for a single-ended design, wide bandwidth and fine neutrality 5 • 40 287

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [Êç] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Pre/power amplifiers

COMMENTS
UPT0£2.000

BADGE? PRODUCT

0 Arcam FMJ A32/P35 1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication • 7 • • 100 227
[il Cyrus DAG XP 2,200 A knockout DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz • 2 • 266
[il Densen Beat B-25^/B-350 8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured • • 6 • 125 270
o Exposure 201 OS hntegrated/Power 1,098 Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases the musical communication of an already fine integrated 1 • • 6 • 75 264
0 Nairn NAG 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 006006006: rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design • • • 6 opt « 50 287
D Quad 99/909 1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with a strong, engaging sound and just a little veiling • • 5 • • 136 256

Ratel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value • • 5 ; • 70 285
ABOVE £2,000

[il ' Arcam FMJ C31 1,200 Professionally presented, beautifully built and exceptionally revealing, this preamp achieves much by doing little • 5 opt • 273
[il Border Patrol Control Unit 2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around e 5 opt 277

ES32I1 LINE INPUTS I nput sockets for source components with a line level output CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge.Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO/AV AMPS
Our favourite □ BESTBUY g EDITOR’S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued
Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

0 Bryston BP26 ON2B SST 5,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt

a Chapter Preface/II+ 9,800 Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price

0 Chord Prima/Meuo 140 6,100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

@ Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA 20,000 Valve preamp and solid-state power deliver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around

0 Oensen Beat B-200/8310 2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

EAR 864/534 4,156 Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence

a ECS EA-1 6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection

0 Gamut 03 3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound

0 Gamut 0200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price

0 Halcro dm1O/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity

a Hovland HP-100/RADIA 12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers

0 Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it

0 Linn Klimax Kontrol 6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most

a Nairn NAP 500 11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition

a Nairn NAC 552 12,100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience

° Primare PRE30/A30.2 2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical performer

SPECIFICATIONS

6 opt i • 100 278

6 e 300 249

5 120 269

• • N i • , 350 264

• I • S I opt 80 276
e I • ' 6 • I I 50 254

180 253
• 5 opt ® ' 265

200 247

• • 5 , • I • 225 243

• 9 opt 125 250

• 700 234
4 I © I T238

140 208

233

• 128 256

6

7

AV AMPLIFIERS
Surround sound amps for music and moviesThe multichannel, surround sound or ( AV amplifier is a popular option, V__ N thanks to the success of the DVD player and home cinema. Now you can buy five channels or more of amplification for the price of two. Now that multichannel music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an amp with a radio tuner built in).So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, then check out a multichannel amp and speaker set-up - they're stunning with movies and none too shabby with music.AV amps are usually designed primarily for movies and come with digital processing for the various soundtrack formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel formats. More ambitious designs also offer THX post processing, designed to emulate the sound of the mixing theatre at home.Processing in AV amps is needed because the surround formats on DVD-Vs are compressed, limiting their high-fidelity

Q&A

potential. This is why new formats SACD and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' compression, were created for music.All this processing power can take its toll on analogue formats. The best multichannel amps for music are often the simplest, but any that offer a complete bypass option with six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth looking at real power - five or seven channels of amplification are not easy to produce with a feeble power supply, and the cheaper amps in particular often fail to live up to the claims.

HOW MANY CHANNELS?Depends on how many speakers you want. Multichannel music discs come with six or 5.1 channels, but for new movies, 
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups also mean you have speakers directly behind you - preferable for music discs.
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AND AN AV AMP?Processors don't have built-in amplification and you need separate power amps. AV amps and receivers have processing and amps in the same box.
WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?This is the LFE (low frequency effects) or bass channel that is reproduced by a subwoofer.

HI-FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- 
quality multichannel music, surround 
sound is no longer just a home cinema 
thing. An increasing number of people 
want to build a multichannel system that 
will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 
products delivering sufficient quality is 
on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 
building a top-quality system with five or 
more channels is inevitably more 
expensive than sticking with stereo. There 

are some very decent integrated options 
below £1,000, though the best (and most 
costly) route is to buy a separate 
processor and power amp(s). Or you can 
add AV amplification to a stereo model 
you can't bear to part with.
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AV AMPS BUYER S BIBLE
__________________________________________________________

o •

[k] editor's choice

AV AMPLIFIERS
Multichannel amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT d COMMENTS

\ magazine /

Yamaha
DSP-AX7 59SE £550
If you're looking for an affordable 
multichannel amp that's good with music 
as well as home cinema, this is top buy.

Arcam
DiVA AVR350 £1,500
Arcam's latest receiver offers a good 
helping of processing and connection 
options, with exceptionally musical sound.

Denon
AVC-A 11 XVA £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channelamp that packs in 
the latest digital links and processing 
formats without sacrificing sound quality.

Classe
SSP-600/CA-5200 £11,900 
Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 
solution that's equally adept with music 
and movies should park their ears here.

SPECIFICATIONS

EBH33 RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification 
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in wans per channel ol all channels driven by the amp.

I MULTKWNELIviEWTO (W)PS
□ Arcam DIVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie performance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited •• 7 • 100 284

OenonAVC-A11il 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1XV but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital i/o 11 • 140 273

HÏ] OenonAVC-A1 il 4,000 Inelegant, but poiwerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously • • 170 266

@ Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering • 10 • 140 267

Maranvi SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry • 3 • 160 255

[E] Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo! Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

@ Pioneer VSA-flXlOAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 • . 150 260

□ Sony STR-DB798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy • 7 • 100 273

□ Sony STR-DB795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears • 7 • 100 260

@ Sony TA-OA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Link encrypted outputs • 10 • 200 253

□ Yamaha OSP-AX759SE 500 More a stereo amp with basic multichannel thrown in, bu a great pertormer with music at this price • 6 • 100 287

MULTICHANNEL PREAMPS/PROCESSORS AND POWER AMPS

D Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 • 90 250

Arcam AVP7OÜ/P1OOO 3000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power • 8 • 135 275

@ Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 • 180 235

ffl Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interlaces 11 • 200 278

@ Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 I s hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

@ Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 • 230

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 • 50 238

@ Parasound Halo C1/A51 7,500 Powertul and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 • 250 243

H Primare SP317/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 • 120 238

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 
one of the most popular phono stages around. 
Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 
baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all 

incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.
Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 
the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TrìcMorcI ResearcIh
Tel: + 44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928

sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com
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EXCLUSIVES) SEVENOAKS

HD-DVD technology brings 
a new era of high definition 
video and advanced audio. 
This new format combines

...
. . ..

the convenience of DVD 
with the incredible image 
quality of high definition 
vidra and advanced audio 
capabilities thanks ‘ to a 
higher capacity disc allowing 
far more information to be 
stored than standard DVD.

TOSHIBA

THE PREMIUM HD-DVD 
PLAYER FROM TOSHIBA

Combined with Toshiba's new 37WLT68 television, the 
premium HD-XE1 player gives outstanding performance 
see HD-DVDs as they are meant to be seen

37WLT68 LCD TELEVISION 
• 94cm screen, HD Ready, 1368x768 Resolution 
• Built-in Freeview Tuner
• 3 x HDMI
• Onkyo Speaker System 

£1499

HD-XE1 HD-DVD PLAYER
• 1080p, 1080i and 720p High Definition 

Resolutions via HDMI
• Fully Compatible with Existing DVDs
• Upscale DVDs to HD Resolution

£649

1 SEVENOa<S



• LEADING BRANDS
• EXTENSIVE RANGE
• LEADING TECHNOLOGY
• IMPARTIAL ADVICE

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

The experts in home entertainment

Arcam SOLO MUSIC SYSTEM
Great: performance from this one box music system 
combining CD, FM and DAB digital radio.
"Arcam has built a one-box hi-fi that performs 
like separates kit"

£999
Denon
TU-1800DAB TUNER
Hear DAB, FM and AM 
radio at its best. With 200
presets, the award-winning TU-1800DAB
impresses with its refined and full-

Pro-ject debut hi/ 
PHONO SB TURNTABLE
Revive your vinyl. This 2 speed 
turntable features a built-in phono pre
amplifier and is supplied with Ortofon 
cartridge. Simply connect to any auxiliary 
input and play.

£225

Panasonic
DMR-EX75
HDD & DVD RECORDER
Record and watch all your 
favourite programs and movies with this 
exceptional, feature-packed, recorder.

£429 (Multi-Region)

Marantz
CD5001OSE & PM4001OSE
Enjoy superb sound quality 
for under £400 with this Marantz OSE 
CD and Amplifier combination.

£399

Monitor Audio
¡-DECK PLUS
Make your ¡Rod come alive.
With the new i-deck plus your iPod is no 
longer just about great music on the 
move. Includes built-in AM/FM radio.

£199 (new)

KEF KHT2005.2
5.1 SPEAKER PACKAGE
Add to your current system 
and create a home cinema 
experience over Christmas.

£599

Essential Cables 
& Accessories
1 Nevo SL Universal Remote ........................£649
2 Grado SR60 Headphones...............................£89
3 Soundstyle Finewoods WG4 Rack .......... £279
4 QED Qunex SR-CV Im Component Cable . . £85
5 Sennheiser PX100 (White) Headphones . . £39

SEVENOa<S 2



Primare
• Upscales standard 
DVDs for HD displays

WHAT Hl Fl?
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl?SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl?SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

HD Ready, 42 Inch Plasma TV with 
Integrated Freeview Tuner
"It may be an inch narrower or so than 
its predecessor, but its performance 
reaches across far greater boundaries. 
The future of plasma television is here"

• Multiformat player
• Plays DVD-V 

DVD-A/CD/SACD

New Technology 
at Sevenoaks H

Sonos
DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM
Sonos is the first and only digital music system 
that lets you play all your digital music, all over 
your house - and control it from the palm of 
your hand.

"An excellent screen - rivals now 
have their work cut out"

Pioneer pdp42?xd

Class-leading build quality and a unique 
blend of sophisticated Scandinavian design. 
Primare's range includes the award
winning CD31 CD player and I30 Amplifier.

Monitor 
Audio

BRONZE BR2
New entry-level speakers 

with amazing performance.

Denon DVD3930
UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER

Cyrus
If you've enjoyed listening to music 
before, try listening to it through a 
Cyrus system. With every product 
tuned by ear, Cyrus represents a quality 
of sound, which is rare at any price.

B&W MINI THEATRE MT-30
Comprising five compact, stylish M-1 
satellite speakers and the 'pressure vessel' 
PV-1 subwoofer, the MT-30 is capable of 
amazing power and speed - perfect for both 
music and movies.

KEF iQ5 SPEAKERS
• Uni-Q Technology • Finish Options
• Floorstanding • What Hi-Fi? Award-Winner

Cnew)
Samsung I
LE40F71BX 40" 1080p LCD TV
BD-P1000 BLU-RAY DISC™ PLAYER
Be one of the first to experience true high definition performance. Elegant 
design, coupled with state-of-the-art technology, has produced the stunning 
Samsung Blu-ray Disc™ player and F7 LCD television. In combination they deliver 
full 1080p high definition images along with clarity of sound that is almost too 
good to be true. This Samsung system will revolutionise your home viewing forever.

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION 
AWARDS 2006
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SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

The experts in home entertainment

Who are Sevenoaks?
Established as Sevenoaks Hi-Fi in 1972, we have grown steadily into one 
of the leading independent home entertainment specialists in the UK 
We have 49 stores and are specialists in:- 
• Hi-Fi
• Home Cinema
• Custom Design and Installation

Exceptional Product Range
We have one of the most comprehensive ranges of the best products 
from leading brands. To find out more:-
• Call in to one of our stores
• Call us on 0800 587 9909
• Log on to www.ssav.com

Custom Design and Install
Our custom design and install service ensures that you achieve the best 
results effortlessly.
• We discuss your vision for your Home Cinema or Multi-Room system
• We visit your home to review the best options
• Agree a system specification and cost
• We manage the Installation
• You have years of enjoyment

2006 Sevenoaks Guides
Pick-up our Hi-Fi & Home Cinema or Custom Install Guides at your 
nearest store. Alternatively, either can be ordered via our Website and 
posted to you (UK mainland addresses only) FREE OF CHARGE.

>Your nearest Sevenoaks store www.ssav.com
ABERDEEN 
57 CROWN STREET 

01224 252797
BEDFORD 
29-31 ST PETERS STREET 

01234 272779
BRIGHTON
57 WESTERN ROAD. HOVE 

01273 733338
BRISTOL
92B WHITELADIES ROAD. CLIFTON 

0117 974 3727
BROMLEY 
39A EAST STREET 

020 82901988
CAMBRIDGE 
17 BURLEIGH STREET 

01223 304770
CARDIFF
104-106 ALBANY ROAD 

029 2047 2899
CHELSEA 
403 KINGS ROAD 

020 7352 9466
CHELTENHAM 
14 PITTVILLE STREET 

01242 241171
CRAWLEY
32 THE BOULEVARD 

01293 510777

CROYDON 
369-373 LONDON ROAD 

020 8665 1203
EALING OPEN SUNDAY 
24 THE GREEN 

020 8579 8777
EDINBURGH
5 THE GRASSMARKET 

0131 229 7267
EPSOM OPEN SUNDAY 
12 UPPER HIGHSTREET 

01372 720720
EXETER
28 COWICK STREET 

01392 218895
GLASGOW OPEN SUNDAY 
RS GREAT WESTERN ROAD 

0141 332 9655
GUILDFORD 
73B NORTH STREET 

01483 536666
HOLBORN 
144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 

020 7837 7540
HULL
1 SAVILE ROW. SAVILE STREET 

01482 587171
KINGSTON OPEN SUNDAY 
43 FIFE ROAD 

020 8547 0717

LEEDS
62 NORTH STREET

0113 245 2775

PETERBOROUGH open Sunday
36-38 PARK ROAD

01733 897697

STAINES OPEN SUNDAY
4 THAMES STREET

01784 460777
LEICESTER
10 LOSEBY LANE

0116 253 6567

PLYMOUTH 
107 CORNWALL STREET 

01752 226011

SWINDON
8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD

01793 610992
LINCOLN
20-22 CORPORATION STREET (OFF HIGH ST)

01522 527397

POOLE
LATIMER HOUSE. 44-46 HIGH STREET

01202 671677

SWISS COTTAGE open Sunday
21 NORTHWAYS PARADE, FINCHLEY RD 

020 7722 9777
LOUGHTON
7-9 GOLDINGS HILL

020 8532 0770

PRESTON OPEN SUNDAY
40-41 LUNE STREET

01772 825777

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD

01892 531543
MAIDSTONE open Sunday
96 WEEK STREET

01622 686366

READING
3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE

0118 959 7768

WATFORD
478 ST ALBANS ROAD

01923 213533
MANCHESTER OPEN Sunday
69 HIGH STREET, CITY CENTRE

0161 831 7969

SEVENOAKS
109-113 LONDON ROAD 

01732 459555

WEYBRIDGE
43 CHURCH STREET. THE QUADRANT

01932 828525
NEWCASTLE
19 NEWGATE STREET

0191 221 2320

SHEFFIELD open Sunday 
635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY 

0114 255 5861

WITHAM (ESSEX)
1 THE GROVE CENTRE

01376 501733
NORWICH
29-29A ST GILES STREET

01603 767605

SOLIHULL
149-151 STRATFORD ROAD

0121 733 3727

WOLVERHAMPTON
29-30 CLEVELAND STREET

01902 312225
NOTTINGHAM
597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD. SHERWOOD

0115 911 2121

SOUTHAMPTON
33 LONDON ROAD

023 8033 7770

YEOVIL
14 SILVER STREET

01935 700078
OXFORD
41 ST CLEMENTS STREET

01865 241773

SOUTHGATE
77 CHASE SIDE

020 8886 2777

FOB OPENING HOURS, PLEASE 
CALL YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE

PRICING 
POLICY

We always try to ensure our 
prices are highly competitive. 
In the event you can find the 
same products and excellent 

service at a lower price, 
please bring it to our store 

managers’ attention.

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE 
OPTIONS*

Spread the cost of buying.
Flexible finance options* are 
available on the majority of 

products we stock.
'Written details on request Licensed credit 

brokers. Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.

PLEASE NOTE
Some products/brands are not 

available at all stores. Please call 
to confirm or visit our website 
before travelling. Special Offers 

and Sale Offers - Not in 
conjunction with any other offer.

ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 
14/12/2006, E&OE.

SEVENOa<S 4
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Q&A

While loudspeakers are relatively 
I straightforward in construction, they V__ .fa have one of the most difficult jobs in hi-fi -turning an electrical signal into an acoustic one. Most consist of two or more drive units in a box that usually has a port in it to make life easier for the cone in your mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this arrangement include panel speakers, which use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and horns, which use drive units in complex cabinets that greatly improve efficiency,Box speakers are either designed to stand on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand (stand or shelfmounts), Floorstanders have greater internal volume which can translate into greater efficiency and/or bass extension, but less substantial designs also introduce cabinet resonance and thus distortion. But they don't need stands and therefore have the aesthetic edge. Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate and often score in terms of imaging and timing, but need good stands to work well,

PositioningThe closer the speaker is to a wall, the greaterthe reinforcement of bass. As all rooms differ, there's no simple formula for placement and experimentation will yield the best results, Altering the angle at which the speakers face the listener can also make a difference to balance and stereo image,
Going multichannelMany stereo speakers can be augmented with centre and surround channels from the same brand to create a multichannel system, The most important element is a centre channel, which needs to match the stereo pair as closely as possible. For the best musical results, surrounds should be as per the front left and right channels, but if space or funds don't permit, smaller designs can be used quite effectively.

Choosing speakersBecause speakers and the rooms they are used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends to be quite subjective. To find some that will suit you, try to listen to a good variety to hear how they differ, and if possible, audition some at home, Tonal balance tends to vary the most, but is less important than more subtle factors such as timing and dynamics, Finally, listen with your ears not your eyes - great-looking speakers aren't necessarily great sounding,
SpikesFloorstanding speakers and stands have threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid coupling with the floor. These have the advantage of draining resonance from the speaker and giving tighter bass, but can result in more vibration getting back to the electronics and often cause the floor to resonate as well.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

POWER

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?No, see the box on power for the full story.
WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?Those designed to work close to the wall will be smoother in confined spaces, Speakers that have relatively dry, tight bass will also sound better,
WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?Big, efficient, easy-to-drive designs are more likely to be able to fill a room betterthan compact models,
00 I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?Yes, assuming that you're wanting to create a homogenous surround sound experience, where voices don't change when they move from one channel to another,
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STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

DALi 
lkon6£.899 ..........
Complete with a nbbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capable floorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and thoroughly engrossing sound.

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6 £3,500
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

1050 £330 8055 £1,600
A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

This range-topping floorstanderfrom 
newcomer Q Acoustics delivers an 
engaging sound with fine dynamics and 
impressive transparency.

Olir favourite □ BESTBUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE ______________________________________________________
STEREO SPEAKERS
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS RA s i § £ gj
1 UP TI .£1,000

Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 845 Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 18,29.5,25.5 A- 45 283
Acoustic Energy Linear 1 250 Not at its best with classical but a well integrated, involving, timed aligned speaker nevertheless 19,36,26 A+ 50 277

□ ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph, with a beautifully judged balance and impressive transparency 20,86,29 A 23 279
AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 260

□ B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 1 • 226
□ B&W DM602 S3 300 Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49,29 A 25 • 234
E B&WCM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 • 279
□ B&W705 900 Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 • 253

B&WCM7 999 Pretty compact floorstander could have greater dynamic expression, but sounds smooth and well balanced 20,91,30 A- 25 • 286
Castle Richmond 3i 320 Pretty real-wood miniature sounds superbly smooth and even, if dynamically weak 17,33,23 A+ 45 • 284

□ Castle Richmond 7i 900 Does all the musically important stuff flawlessly. A fine communicator that delivers reassuringly credible bass •18, 92.5, 26 A+ 47 • 286
□ Castle Compact Column 550 Compact, not so much that you need a sub to back up the bass, an elegant and engaging speaker for its size 14.87.5,16 A- 50 • 280
□ DAU Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 A 37 • 271
□ DALi Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 A+ 22 275
□ Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 • 215

Dynaudio Focus 110 850 Luxury real wood miniature with tapered enclosure sounds punchy, sweet and avoids boxiness 173028 A- 38 • 279
□ Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 A- 28 • 273

□ Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 • 241

□ Epos MS 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 • 269
0 Epos M12.2 449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 • 265

Epos M22 949 Very classy floorstander has a tricky bass and an edgy top, but a very smooth and even midband 20,88,25 A- 25 275
□ JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 A 25 i • 275

□ KEF i03 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 • 284

□ KEF i09 800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33 • A 25 • 273
Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 A+ 28 • 271

□ Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which take's up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 • 284

□ ' Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 A 33 • 276
□ Mordaunt-Short Avant 906i 350 The generous, well balanced sound shows good enclosure control, could do with more grip and better spikes' 165,85305 A 40 e 281

®J Nairn n-SATS 695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excellent all round results 20,29,21 A 50 • 268
0| Nbien DX-5 250 Unusual shape miniature delivers generous scale, weight and dynamic expression for something so compact 17.5,34,24 A- 40 • 284

Nbien NX6 899 Very nice cabinet work for the money and a decent speaker it makes too with good imaging and low noise 21,38,30 A 46 a 275

EZS33S1 SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the 
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 wans plus A 50 watts plus A-1 00 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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OLSON

¥ Robust steel construction
¥13A Sockets
¥ 10A Panel Mount Fuse
¥ RFI10A Mains Alter & Surge Suppressor
¥ External Earth Stud
¥ 2m x 1.5mm Screened Cable

HOUR SERVICE. VISA, MASTERCARD 
AND SWITCH ACCEPTED

Call 020 8905 7273
Home Entertainment -

Entertainment, May 2001

¥ UK Plug - 1OA Fuse Fitted
¥ Colour Black
¥ Specials to order

Olsons new Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional 
hi-fi audio markets.

Each unit is fitted with a 1OA mains R.F.I. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to 
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.

OLSON ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
OLSON HOUSE, 490 HONEYPOT LANE, 

STANMORE, MIDDX HA7 1JX
TEL: 020 8905 7273 FAX: 020 8952 1232 

email: sales@olson.co.uk www.soundfantastic.cfii

THE MISSING LINK Serious About High Definition
Link Cryo 1080P Certified Reference-Standard 
HDMI Cables & Adaptors
World First - Cryogenically Treated HDMI Cable 
Silver Plated Conductors 
Dual Shield Technology
0.5m, 1,2,3,5,7 & 10m Lengths - From £30 
Direct Gold Plated Adaptors £10 each 
www.the-missing-link.net 
01623 844478 or 07967 859333 
info@the-missing-link.net

See No Evil.... Hear No Evi! !!

HDMI-DVI

FHi MISSINO 
LINK

DVI-HDMI

TMf M/SS/M
IHiK

LINK CRYO HDMI 1080P

High End Cable
^^w.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880 
Free P&P Worldwide on all interconnects

stackable design ► strong & durable ► for 12" lp/ep/boxset

Abbey Road Cables 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecosse 
Nordost 
Oehlbach 
Stereovox
Tannoy 
van den Hui 
Wyrewizzard

lso Tek Power Conditioners

Cable Tower

Clearlight Audio Cones 
Oehlbach Accessories

Stax Headphones 
Echo Busters 
Ayre CD - lsoTek CD 
Creek Phono Stages 
Lyra MC Cartridges 
Ortofon MC Cartridges 
Sumiko MC Cartridges

Second Hand 
XLR Cables 
DIN Cables 
Media Cables 
SCART Cables 
S Video Cables 
Jumper Cables 
HDMI Cables 
DVI Cables 
Digital Cables 
Sub Woofer Cables

CHORD
COMPANY

ECfSSE
REFERENCE CAI

Isrofek

Cable Tower

A Sound Connection

ABBEY ROAD CABLE

PRO^SERIES

NzzRDOST

Townsheno Audio

Çj Oehlbach

Cable Burn In

Reference Cables include FREE Bum In

¡Cube toordercall
Q161 
g811112

intelligent vinyl storage
contemporary Ip cubes, ready made in natural 18mm mdf

Oizz 48 hour delivery on orders of 4 or more, otherwise £7.99.

mailto:sales@olson.co.uk
http://www.soundfantastic.cfii
http://www.the-missing-link.net
mailto:info@the-missing-link.net
w.highendcable.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER S BIBLE

Our fSVDliritC El BESTBUY [il editor's choice

STEREO SPEAKERS continued §
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Stereo speakers ■I 0

I
o

FROM ( E
BADGE' PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s m S fi fi

PMC DB1 + 625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 16,29,24 A 50 9 261

0 PMCGB1 995 Ultra-compact floorstander 1s beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16.92.24 A+ 30 9 257

□ PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28
• 1

275

El ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 e 267

D Q Acoustics 101O 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 a 286

El O Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 19.5,97.5,30 • A+ 28 Z i e 284

H Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 1 • 269

D Rega R3 448 Discreet, pretty and fine value. A little lightweight but impressively open, it delivers music with great agility 20,76,28 • A 40
1 •

265

D Revel Concerta F12 900 The money has gone into the active hardware, so cosmetics are plain. Performance is on par with more costly designs 25, 108,37 • A- 28 e 283

D Triangle Antal ES 975 Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of scale and expression 20,108,34 • A 20 1 • 263

D Triangle Titus ES 370 Not pretty but busy, coherent and involving, if a little thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 18,37,30 A- 40 • 269

D Triangle Comete ES 500 Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 20,42,34 A 40 • 265

1 ABO«£1,00
D A2TMeao 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 A+ 40 281

Acoustic Energy AE1 Mklll 1,900 Luxury miniature has a laid back but bouncy sound, fine dynamic range and very superior imaging 18.5,31,25 A- 30 281

D ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 A 28 a 275

D ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system. heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22.3,44,31.5 A- 54 a 285

D Audio Physic Spark 3 1,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has delightfully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 9 A+ 27
• 1

271

D AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 A 50 • 280

D B&W 704 1,400 Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 A 20 • 257

[il B&W 802D 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 9 A <20 267

El B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 271

D B&W 703 2,000 Bass is immensely powertul and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23,101,36 • A- 20 260

B&WXT4 1,800 Gorgeous. silver. super-slim floorstander has notably clean bass, but sounds a little too polite and lacks dynamic grip 15.2,114,20 A- 25 281

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34, 130,75 9 A+ 80 a 244

El Canton Vento 809DC 1,800 Quick, lively and agile, with fine overall coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroughly impressive allrounder 25,112,35 9 A 30 • 267

Canton Vento Ref 5DC 3,499 Strikingly handsome speaker has a studiedly neutral balance with delightful midband analysis 25,112,35 A 40 9 283

Chario Cygnus 1,200 Beautiful solid walnut sides. Port tuning suspect, but laid back sound has fine delicacy, imaging and refinement 20,96,27 « A- 28 • 275

[il Dali Helicon 400 2,999 Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with wide dynamic range and no boxiness 22,103,46 A 20 a 264

El Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 9 A- <20 9 281

[il Eclipse TD51O 1,200 Replacement for the TD512 does astonishing things with musical timing. £600 floor stands also recommended 24,36,26 A 45 • 277

[il Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 37,121,53 • A- 20 9 248

[il Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7,599 Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25, 110,53 A+ 30 • 1 255

[il Focal-JMLab Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 « A- 25 9 276

[il Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,799 New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 A 50 245

Focal-JMlab Profile 908 1,300 Open and revealing especially of spatial and atmospheric detail, makes up for its bass restraint with joi de vivre 23,39,27.5 A 50 274

□ Focal 826 V 1,250 limes nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up. 28.2,100.837.5 « A 45 287

[il Gamut L5 5,900 Impressive build and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a stunning speaker with rare transparency levels 20,116,43 A- 32 271

[il Jama Reference R909 7,500 Top model (in a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 48,127,54 A- 25 • 1 280

[il Krell Resolution 2 6,497 Large but good looking, with Sonus Faber type elasticated front Musically a great full bandwidth all-rounder 122,29,61 B 28 273

D MartinLogan Clarity 2,498 Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 26, 135,31 A- 46 245

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

The London Linn Specialists
Telephone (020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321.
Web . - www.billyvee . co, uk email : sales@billyvee.co. uk. Full delivery and installation services_

We have been installing Linn high performance audio products for almost 30 years - a sound investment in future music.

The Majik System

As a Linn Elite dealer we offer a range of services from 
LP12 sales & setup to the installation of Aktiv and multi
room systems. If you would like to transform your listen
ing pleasure and share it around your home please con
tact us for a consultation. Why just buy an AV system 
when it can be part of a flexible performance alternative? 
All Linn products are capable of multi-room function from 

the Classik up and if you already own one - 
we could help you pass the music around.

Akurate Loudspeakers

Linn Sales & Installation
• Experienced Linn sales advisers
• Full setup and installation service
• Range of pre-owned Linn items
• Home consultation and planning
• Distributed Audio Visual systems
• Full warranty & technical support
• Part - exchange service available

BADA member - :^m.bada.co.uk
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BUYER S BIBLE STEREO/AV SPEAKERS
Our favourite □ BEST BUY [il EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO SPEAKERS continued

SPECIFICATIONS

Stereo speakers i 
0 
" 
J;

O
RSTA

N
D

ER

SE O
F D

RIV
E (Z

H
) W

O
BT

 S FREE SPA
CE

d

ua
ai

Ai
nN

 a
m

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

D Meridian M3100 1,850 Attractive and capable active (125w) with great imaging and strong bass. High neutrality and good power handling 19,39,25 ACT 45 » opt 280

El Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 e A <20 • 281

■ Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 3,500 Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, hi-res ride 24,121,37 • A- 35 • 264

Naim Ariva 1,275 Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter 23,88,31 e A 25 e 259

D Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 A 25 • 267

□ Neat Motive 1 1200 Beautifully neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative 16,92.5,20 A- 20 276

□ PMCWafer2 1,650 Clever 'hang-on-wall' speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33.5,57.5,10 A+ 45 • 285

□ PMC FB1 + 1,695 Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 • A 20 • 260

[il PMC IB2 6,150 Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 33,74,47 A- 25 • 237

[il ProAc Response 025 2,995 The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,107,25 • A+ 20 9 254

□ Rega R7 1,498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 • A 25 9 271

□ Rega R9 2,498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 9 A 20 • 256
[il Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 A 30 9 265

[il Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 9 9 274

□ Roksan Caspian FR-5 1,995 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer 20,100,25 • A <20 9 279

□ Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 • A 22 9 259

□ Sonus Faber Concerto D. 1,799 The Concerto Domus performs significantly above its price level, especially with acoustic material 21,99,31 « A 35 9 270

□ Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2,149 Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 19,35,32 A 48 • 246
[il Sonus Faber Grand Piano D. 2,498 The Grand Piano Domus has a fabulous physical appearance and delivers a clean, refined sound 21,106,31 • A- 32 » 283
[il Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 9 240

S Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 • 277

□ Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 A 22 • 277

[il Triangle Magellan Concerto 9,995 Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 28,149,34 A 35 • 262

□ Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 • 270

[il Vivid Audio B1 7,750 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 • A- 40 • 261

WEGG3 Stelar 1 4,995 A full-range sound from a small(ish) box is possible, but only if you are very careful about set up, room and amps 35,97,45 A- 28 • 275

[il Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 • A 28 254

[il Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 • A 20 e 252

AV SPEAKERS
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

Multichannel speaker systems have a 
front left/right {L/R) stereo pair, a 
centre or dialogue channel, two (5 1)

or four (7l) surround speakers and often a 
subwoofer. For best results, each of these 
speakers bar the sub should be identical. 
The problem is that few surround systems 
are dedicated to music and perform a home 
cinematic role as well, meaning the centre 
speaker has to sit above or below a video 

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide 
and short for this reason.

This should not be a barrier to great 
surround for music and movies however, as 
many brands make centre channels with a 
very close sound to their L/R designs.

Music vs movies
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 
recordings tend to be mastered with 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 
position which is as far behind the listener 
as the front channels are in front. 5.1 movie 
soundtracks tend to place surround 
channels not so far behind and to the side 
of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 
will dictate a limited range of placement 
options, but if you are a dedicated music 
fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 
the booklet supplied with SACD discs.

SET-UP
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 
with as much care as you would stereo systems, 
but practical issues tend to have a significant 
bearing on surround and centre speaker 
placement Surround channels can be 
floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres 
usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 
it Given these limitations, adjust your LIR front 

speakers to give the best tonal match with the 
centre. If there's more than just you listening, 
'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 
front of the listening position -this gives a 
wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 
it should be placed nearthe front speakers. Use 
a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 
among others) to accurately set levels.

Subs start working where stereo speakers 
run out of steam at low frequencies. The 
idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 
bass rather than more of it. They usually 
have onboard amplification (active) and 
connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 
Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 
or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up.
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AV SPEAKERS BUYER S BIBLE

BEST BUY

HIFICHOICE 
magazine

BEST BUH

B&W
600 53 package £900
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 
centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 
multichannel surround modes.

Naim
n-SAT/CENT/SUB £3,385 

¡Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an n-SUB 
make a highly engaging and (for Nairn) 
discreet multichannel package.

Linn
Aku rate package £ 13,750 
Linn has worked wonders with its new 
multichannel speaker system - it's not 
cheap, but its performance is breathtaking.

Our favourite El BESTBUY [ec] EDITOR'S CHOICE

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES
Multichannel speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT

.. ATC Concept 3

B&W 300 package

_. B&W 600 S3 (602/601 /LCR 600)

Castle CAV Sterling

Dynaudio Audience 42 package

Final Sound Electrostatic system 

Focal-JMIab Electra package 

@ Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221)

Mirage Omni 2

□ Mission m5 package

Mordaunt-Short Gene

£

4,877

900

900

1,250

1,142

4,875

3,017

13,750

2,650

1,450

800

COMMENTS

Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment

An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) 

Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures

Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard

Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound 

Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency

Bod, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer

An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600

Nairn n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 3,385

Tannoy Arena 1,200

Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice

Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans

A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models

Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 51-connected

Priced here as a 5.1 package, Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble 

Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually revealing for the breed, but sub lacks refinement

SPECIFICATIONS 1

5z
s 1

§ R g
i

'RO
M 8 a s:1 Ol a :;\ 5

A- 6 12 • 1 opt 255

A 6 27 241

A 5 22 224

A 5 28 224

A- 5 53 241

A- 6 20 251

A 5 50 232

A- 6 18 253

A 5 30 232

A 6 28 241

A- 6 38 i ® : 262

A 5 25 210

A 6 20 268

A 6 29 269

EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs {approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus.
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes. the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

Our favourite -
SUBWOOFERS

SPECIFICATIONS

Bass speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT £
□ B&W PV1 950
@ B&WASW850 2,000
@ Eclipse TD725sw 2,700

Monitor Audio ASW100 300

REL 305 795

□ REL Stampede 550
□ REL Strata 5 700

REL Storm Ill 900

REL Storm 5 1,000
@ REL Stadium Ill 1,500

Titan Saturn 800

Velodyne SPL-800R 699

§
COMMENTS

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly

Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation

For the price, this compact subwoofer pertorms particularly well

Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical pertormance for less money 

Excellent sub with powertul, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems

It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom

Poweriul, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging

b
Q
$ 1

s:

29,34,35

53,56,52

52,47,50

32,32,34

32,36,34

28,40,29

32,46,33

42,62,33

34,52,37

59,56,39

72,48,72

262733

500 20

1000 18

500 40

120 27

300 25

100 18

150 18

150

200

200

18

15

16

200 20

259

246

287

225

284

257

257

225

267

217

239

100 28 286

iEESES! size wxhxo (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers 
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass
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Call today, whilst 

stock lasts......

The only real hi-fi shop in Guilford
Guildford's only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store 

Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 
3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GUl 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons) 

01483 504801 and 01483 304756
www.pjhifi.co.uk email: info@pjhifi.co.uk.

II...................... 1 t's hi fi for fun 's sake....... II

http://www.pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk
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HEADPHONES BUYER'S BIBLE

HEADPHONES
For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties and 
some are designed for particular usage. The 
majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 
from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Other 
types also exist, most significantly electrostatics that 
use a charged panel membrane to produce a distinctly 
refined sound. These are supplied with their own 
dedicated amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or 
noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have 
a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are also 
three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose 
the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are 
particularly popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as 
straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging them 
into the output on your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are very lucky. 
If you are planning on serious listening, invest in a 
dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics is not in the 
least bit subtle. A variety of models are made and prices 
start at around £80 for a QED, a little more for designs 
from, say, Creek or Musical Fidelity. And if you're really 
into cans, look up the valve-powered Earmax.

HEADPHONES
Stereo headphones
BADGE' PRODUCT

AKG K44

£

20

[il
[il[il

AKG K270 Studio

AKG K1 OOO

Audio Technica ATH^D40ls

Beyerdynamic DT990

Beyerdynamic DT770

Grado SR-60

Grado SR325i

Philips HP890

Sennheiser HD595

Sennheiser HD650

Shure E500PTH

Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II

Stax SR-001 Mk 11

129

650

105

160

190

90

310

70

150

300

420

349

239

COMMENTS

Live?,' enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' i 'i appeal

Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail piece this model ahead of the pack 

A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste

SPECIFICATIONS

190 219•

270

245•

290 • 287

200 • 194

200 • 270

330 e 219

270 266•

260 252•

20 285

295 • 205

280 • 268

230

244

194

Highly sophisticated and detailed sound with great extension: check for comfort

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone

Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience

Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead: quality stuff

Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity

270

• 250

250

EEBG3 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film nstead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears.
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

www.HIFIFORSALE.com
• buy • sell • wants •

NO commision fee • NO charge • completely FREE 
over 70000 adverts have been placed online since the site was launched. 

www.hififorsale.com, the webs favourite dedicated HiFi sales site.
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You haven't 
truly heard 
the B&W 800 
Series until 
you pay a 
visit to the 
Audio Room.
Darren Bamford 
The Audio Room

The complete range of 800 Series Models are available on demonstration now.

the audio room
2 George Street, Hedon, Hull, East Yorkshire, HU12 8JH.
Tel- 01482 891375 | www.theaudioroom.co.uk

Interest Free Credit & Credit Terms 
Part Exchange^ Dedicated 2-channel 
& Home Cinema Suites I Home Demos

http://www.theaudioroom.co.uk
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CABLES BUYER’S BIBLE
’EDAHCE MATCHED SPEAKER CABLE 
DEEP CRYOGENIC ¡OCT) Annexed

Wires to hook your system together

0 Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
interconnects and speaker cables.

Analogue interconnects come in
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Tosi ink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

HSTRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually Insulated strands to conduct the signal. 

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E- electrical, 0-optical.

1 SPECIFICATIONS

CABLES s
§

Interconnects and speaker cables i § 8 »

3 S § i
s
1

BADGE' PROOUCT £ COMMENTS
s m 32 ro

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS

Black Rhodium Concerto 225 This OCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre, rich in detail, with low subjective noise •
• 1

270

Brilliance Hi-Fi Synergy 83 High quality materials help give this cable fine imaging : bass not as extended as some • 1 • 1
275

Chord Company Signature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable • • 255

0 Chord Company Chorus 215 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass • ! • 259

D Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass -at a pricel •
1’ • I

279

□ Ixos lxotica IX1 200 Notable for its relaxing sound, this cable still presents plenty of analytical detail • • 283

□ Kimber Timbre 89 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed • • 248

□ Monster M350I 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too • a 281

□ Monster Ml OOOi 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere • • 284

Nordost Heimdall 370 Micro-monofilament cable, silver plated more affordable alternative to Valhalla, sounds transparent, detailed and neutral •
• 1

278

□ Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble • : • 281

□ Oehlbach Silver Express + 70 Good, firm bass is accompanied by clear treble and well defined stereo imaging •
1 • 1

280
□ TCITiger 30 Not the most detailed interconnect around, but performance belies its modest price, especially in the bass •

• 1

285

[il Townshend 0CT300 300 OCT wire with hum-busting ferrite sleeves, Packed with enough detail to make rivals sound flat
• • 1

234

□ van den Hui The Well 85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from tine performance •
• !

241

El Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price • • 273

0 Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cables with all-round appeal - treble is slightly 'dark' but bass is excellent and the overall balance very good indeed • • 259

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS

[il Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble • • E 278

[il Kimber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any OAC, justifying the price • • E 260

[il OED Ounex Signature 75 80 First-rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price 1 • E 265

□ van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234

3 Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable’s main strengths: good value and near-high-end performance • ! • E 279

SP^R CABUS PRICE PER METRE

Black Rhodium Tango 15 A little bass-heavy but with smaller speakers, but that's no bad thing: mid and treble are detailed and clear •
1 •

284

□ Chord Epic Twin 80 Good all rounder, which generally sounds relaxed and musical, and a full bass that stops the right side of sounding blowsy • 1 • 287

Chord Odyssey 4 34 This biwire version of Odyssey offers excellent speed and impact, with low listener fatigue •
1 •

258

Clearer Audio Copper-line A. 10 Copper-line Alpha's strong, ringing bass and neutral tonality are plus points, but treble is not the purest we've heard • • 283

□ Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board • • 227
° Monster MCX-1 s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble e ! • 280

[il Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament construction, low colouration, high res and suitable for exacting systems • 1 • 278

□ OED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain • • i 276

OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that’s cost effective for mid-priced systems • • 234

3 Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical • • 287

0 Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched’ cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round • • 1 241

van den Hui The Bridge 6 Lively, energetic and possessed of fine midrange detail and imaging • • 277

Wyrewlzard Spellbinder 5.50 Sold off the reel, this entry-level cable is a surprisingly purist performer, lean yet powerful, with good detail resolution. • 1 •
267

□ Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 Full-bodied and precise sound across the board - an excellent performer in bi-wire or single-wire mode • e 262

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS < g

HUNDREDS OF SUPERB GIFT I DEAS, AVAILABLE IN-STORE 
AND ONLINE NOW. WAWWSUPERFLCO.UK/CHRISTMAS

Marantz, Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ject Pure, 0 Acoustics, QED, Quad, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, Soundstyle, Tannoy,
Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Arcam, Archos, Audiolab, B&W, Beyerdynamic, Creative, Creek, Denon, Epos, Grado, Helios, Humax, iRiver, KEF, Unn,

Topfield, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many more top brands. Not .all products are available from all outlets: please call, or check online at www.superfi.co.uk
OUADNTRL
■ Real maple veneer 
■ Hand lacquered 

& beautifully built

HOME CINEMA 
QUADL 
CENTRE
■ Real Birds Eye maple 

or rosewood veneer
a At last: a high- 

quality. handsome, 
affordable centre 
speaker!

WNTRFIOl 
styboiye

STEREO SPEAKERS
ACOUSNTRC____
ENERFI Olsty 2

HEADPHONES
GRADO 
SR325Ì

MINI HI-FI SYSTEM
DENON DHOT
a Genuine hi-fi separates in sty/lish, 

metakased, mini-sized boxes
a CD player, FM/AMtuner and amplifier

Misasa
★ ★★★★

DABRADI
PURENTROKE3 PRCWCT NTR FIEOl

HIFI

INTERCONNECT
QEDQUNNTR 
SILVER SPIFIL

Choice ofreal-wNTRd finishes

NETWORK RECEIVER

a Open back for a 
wide soundstage 
and an airy 
spacious sound

HENTRSFIDT
HIFIDEUO PRO

CD/HD RECORDER AND

a 160GB Hard Disk & CD recorder 
a Media streaming from PCs via 

wired or wireless network
a Internet Radio

FIVE REASONS TO CHNTRSE SUPERFI

Real Hi-Fi
Quality turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate
Latest technology
Sophisticated HO recorders, 
multi-region DVD, MP3, DAB, 
Freeview PVRs-all available 
to demonstrate

SD card slot for record and playback 
Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) 
MP3 playback, iPod input

PORTABLE H EADPHONrS
SENNHEISER 
PNTR00

Ideal MP3 companion 
Black or white

PORTA ;
APPNTRIFID 
NANO
a White 
a 4GB

WAS: £169.95 
SAVE: £45

£124”

a "Delivers a classy 
sound and a real 
sense of musical 
energy” What 
Hi-Fi?

PORTABLE MP3
CREATIVE ZENV+
a Plays music, video, photos 
a Built-in FM radio

Silver-plated 
copper conductors 
for superior high- 
frequencies 
1 metre

MICRO HI-FI
ONNTRO 
CS515DAB

PRODUCTOHHEYPAR

HI-FI AMPLIFIER IWUfcH
DENON *****
P^NTR55UK “ "'

a CD/MP3 player & DAB tuner 
a Front MP3 input

MULTI-FORMAT DVD PLAYER
PIONEER DV989ANTR
a Multi-region, multi-format playback
a Reference performance and specification

SUPERFI MEDIA CENTRES WE ALSO HAVE BRANCHES IN

Official UK models
Fully-guaranteed, genuine 
UK products
0% credit available
Ask in-store for details and
a quotation
Free parking
See www.superfi.eo.uk/ 
freeparking for details

Derby
22 Sadler Gate 
01332 360303
London
2-4 Camden High St 
020 73881300
Manchester
54 Bridge St 
0161 8351156

Birmingham
67 Smallbrook, Q'way 
0121 631 2675
Coventry
2 Corporation St
024 7622 3254

Lincoln
27la High Street 
01522 520265
Nottingham
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137

Stockport
68-70 Lower Hillgate 
0161 429 9080
Mail Order
08 0 0 7311821

BUY ONLINE NOW
^^.SUPERFl.CO.UK

WAWWSUPERFLCO.UK/CHRISTMAS
http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.eo.uk/
SUPERFl.CO.UK


STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment racks and speaker stands

i"

g"'
ii

o o

Speaker stands

110

399
299

Ab

Tel: 020 8991 9200 Equinox

info@wireworldaudio.co.uk 

www.wireworldaudlo.co.uk

because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne 
vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a 
pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standmount' speakers, it's important to place 
them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

WIR e.ORLO 
reb-iiir»

s 
'fl

WireWorld covers all home theatre and music system 
applications with cables that utilise the finest materials 

and connectors available at each price level.

december 2006 | Hl-FI CHOICE 123

HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the suppmting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform.
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.
H J -11 t44 X HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates.
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.

The combination of these features and the unique ability 
of the Symmetricoax™ cable design to 

electromagnetic losses, produce cables of superior *
performance and value. ~~

/C~A If you want to get the most from your source and amp components, 
i EquT>) it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated 

equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold 
hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound

[il 

[il 

[il

200
395
159
99
249

BADGE?

O 

[il 

[il

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [il EDITOR’S CHOICE
SPEAKER STANDS

COMMENTS

An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price 
Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small 
Looks great, sounds great, so start savingi Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 
Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth
Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent
The Dreadnought Broadside is a superb stand for high-class standmount speakers - and it looks great tool 
Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut. precise bass and detailed upper frequencies 
Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too

Our favourite [il BEST BUY [il EDITOR'S CHOICE
EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports

PRODUCT

Custom Design RS300
Custom Design S0404 
hne Cableway
Kudos S50
Partington Ansa 60
Partington Dreadnought BS
Partington Heavi II
Russ Andrews Torlyte

SPECIFICATIONS

IUJPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY

SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY

The world's leading Audio & Video cables

nFFI

STANDS AND SUPPORTS RUYER’S BIBLE

3
BADGE? PRODUCT 1 £ COMMENTS .; .; O co g

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 66,46 5 Glass 247
Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 [5 4 Glass 217

[il Audiophile Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade 82 45 4 MDF 193
Avid lsoschelf 1,100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 87.5 48 5 MDF WS

in Cleanight Audio Aspekt 650 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its pertormance makes the price tag good value 75 53.5,45 4 MDF 217
Custom Dffign kx>n Signature 330 Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively 75 56,37 4 Glass 286

□ Custom Design Icon 400 600 Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 75 57, 41 5 Glass 263
O Custom Design Coocept 400 700 Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 74 48,40 4 Metal 247
□ Custom Design Vantige 449 ' Acoustic Aluminium' shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction: just a shade bright 62 49,44 4 Metal 271

Partington Minim 389 Looks good, sounds good and is impressively flexible to boot 75 45,36 5 Glass 261
[il-’ Nairn Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 96 45,34 5 Glass 232

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent pertormance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

O Sound Organisation Z560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves too1 Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50,40 5 Glass 217
[il Townshend VSSS 1,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality 76 35,50 4 Glass 273

I SPECIFICATIONS

HEIGHT (CM)
TO

P PLA
TE SIZE (CM

)

FILLA
BLE

WELDED
NUMBER OF LEGS

ISSUE NUMBER

56 16.5,18 • 1 281
61 18,16.3 4 28363 17,20 • n . 220
61 15, 20 • 1 220
62 18,15 4 232
61 17,15 5 261
53 31,22 6 287

60,50 15,21 3 280

mailto:info@wireworldaudio.co.uk
http://www.wireworldaudlo.co.uk


ALL QUAD PRODUCTS IN STOCK. FANTASTIC SERVICE AND FREE NEXT-DAY UK DELIVERY.

HI-FICHOICE
PASSION FOR SOUND

For a more consultative approach 
to your advertising needs, 

please contact me, Brad Francis 
on 0207 042 4255 

Brad.francis@futurenet



TECHNICAL & DESCRIPTIVE TERMS BUYER'S BIBLE

GLOSSARY
TECHNICAL TERMS
S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels. typically front left and right. 

centre, surround left and right, and LFE 

(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - 'low bass' refers to the 

bonom octave (20-40Hz), 'mid-bass" the 

middle octave (40-SOHz) and 'upper 

bass' the top octave (80".60Hz). 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp). 

Loudspeakers equipped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate (matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 

loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each drive unit can be 

driven by separate cable runs between 

the amp and each driver.

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised.

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

amplifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time. 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion, while Class B 

tends to generate less heat.

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a watt 

and Class B thereafter

CLIPPING An amplifiers output 

waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

available to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 

used to generate a timing reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc. 

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 

network which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power amplifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 

various drive units.

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in the 

217.5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming. 

DAC or Digitahto^Analogue Convener 

The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform.

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX 

where side and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 

to DD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix.

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over 100kHz and a dynamic 

range over 120dB. It has over four times 

the data capacity of CD.

DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it 

separates the left from right and front 

from rear while managing the various 

bass options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4:1 

compression ratio that, ostensibly, 

promises higher quality.

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players.

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

conneaion that uses an elearical cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

('AESIESU') interiace.

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio. both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probably have rather more to 

do with the 'personality' of CD player 

sound than most other factors.

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce.

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

driving it.

JITIER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by imprecision in the 

clock, used to regulate the conversion of 

data into analogue audio.

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the 

better the quality.

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

V2V, referred to as 'line level' It follows 

that all inputs labelled W. 'tuner", 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable.

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

(density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal.

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a complex 

psycho-acoustical model that predicts 

what is, and what is not. 'audible' within a 

sequence of music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

160Hz up to 1kHz.

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance (below I 00 

ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 

most amplifiers, even with long 

interconnect cables.

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 

is limited by the oversample and bit rates 

used - CD is 44.1kHzl16-bit while 

DVD^A is capable of 192kHzl24-bit.

PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet.

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code.

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 

1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 

on DSO coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is sliced up into 

discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44.1kHz or 

once every 0.023msec DVD will also 

support 48kHz and 96kHz.

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input. Expressed in decibels per wan (dB/ 
W). measured 1 m from the speaker. 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes amplifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Select.

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer applications.

TRANSISTORIMOSFET The two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

solid state amplifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 

the audio band, ie above 3kHz.

TWEETER Treble driver.

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 

can have more than two drive units.

WATTS (per channel) The wan is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amplifier output. 

WOOFER Sass driver

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS
AGGRESSIVE forward and bright 

sonic character.

AMBIENCE The impression of an 

acoustical space, such as the 

periorming hall in which a recording 

was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them.

ATTACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ability of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in music.

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance. 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel balance, the 

relative level of the left and right stereo 

channels.

BODY Fullness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audible cabinet resonances.

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper midrange/lower treble.

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note. it 

follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is fundamental to high 

fidelity sound.

DEPTH (of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabiting a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate elements of 

the original sound and those which are 

the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice\ 

which usually comes across as 

fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both large and small.

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 

distortion that generally enhances 

perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap' .

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image projection.

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 

aggressive sound, a sense of the image 

being projected in front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw. exposed sound 

which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable. forward. 

aggressive sound with a metallic 

tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive.

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or instrument is in a particular 

place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre. 

energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height and 

'air', relates to clean upper midrange 

and treble.

PACE Often associated with rhythm. 

a strong sense of timing and beat. 

PRESENCE A sense of an 

instrument or voice occupying a 

place in ihe listening room.

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the S 

sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed 

and transient response can deliver 

the immediacy or 'snap' of live 

instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace gives the impression of being 

right on the money in its timing. 

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

sound.

THICK A lack of articulation and 

clarity in the bass.

THIN Sass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in 

tempo. See speed and pace.

TRANSIENTThe leading edge of a 

percussive sound. Good transient 

response makes the sound as a 

whole more live and realistic.

TRANSPARENCY, TRANSPARENT 

A hear-through quality that is akin to 

clarity and reveals all aspects of 

detail.

TWEAK To tune a system or 

component in an attempt to get the 

best performance from it.

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

this process.

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited 

transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower 

midrange/upper bass. •

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underpinning produced by deep. 

controlled bass.
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== COOL GALES
At www.coolgales.com, we believe that buying hi-fi gear should be a breeze.

Check out the reviews and brochure 
downloads on our website product listings. 

Read how the awesome Leema Acoustics 
Tucana has won the Hi-Fi News Award for

Best Integrated Amplifier of 2006.

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.
Give us a click. Give us a call.

Give us a free call on 0800 043 671 O if you need more info. 
We'll tell you the incredible Transfiguration Temper V has 
won the Hi-Fi News Award for Best Cartridge of 2006.

Free delivery on all orders over £100, 
including the phenomenal lsoTek Sigmas, 
winner of the Hi-Fi Choice Best Mains 
Conditioner Gold Award of 2006 and Hi-Fi 
News Best Accessory Award of 2006.

Rhoa

A huge selection of hi-fi components with style, like 
the stunning Pro-Ject RPM 9.1, winner of the Hi-Fi 

Choice Best £500 to £1000 Turntable Gold Award.

A 30-day money-back guarantee on most products 
(details on our website), including the sensational 

Aesthetix Rhea, winner of the Hi-Fi News Award for 
Best Phono Stage of 2006.

www.coolgales.com
0800 043 6710

The Victoria School House == Henrietta Road == Bath BA2 6LU

http://www.coolgales.com
http://www.coolgales.com


www.shadowaudio.co.uk
20 - 22 Cadham Centre 

Glenrothes KY7 6RU, Scotland 
e. info@shadowaudio.co.uk 
w. www.shadowaudio.co.uk 

t. 01592 744 779 
f. 01592 744 710

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk


• ANTHONY GALLO

The new Reference 3
with CDT II™ Tweeter Technology

Anthony Gallo isn't one to follow the crowd, a characteristic he shares 
with the people who buy his loudspeakers.

His latest speaker design, the Reference 3, is rewriting the price 
versus performance equation. So much so in fact that influential U.S 
publication The Absolute Sound have bestowed on it their ultimate 
honour - product of the year.

“Gallo’s Reference 3’s are rewriting the book on value in high-end 
loudspeakers, making accessible a level of performance that might 
previously have been far beyond the reach of most of us.” 
The Absolute Sound

For further information or to locate your nearest 
dealer, please visit our website

www.anthonygallo.co.uk
tel. 0870 350 1348

nonconformist
adj. an individual who does not comply with conventional norms or socially approved patterns s behavior or thought

Reference 3 - Stainless Steel 
suggested price £2400 per pair

http://www.anthonygallo.co.uk


Ultra PuriferBlock 
version filters mains

see it in ... THE BIG BOOK

noise and harmonics 
w'th astonishing 
results!

The Ultra PurifierBlack

Internal MegaClamp 
gives protection 
against mains spikes 
and lightning strikes

Request your FREE catalogue now!
Packed with our full product range of 

cables and accessories to get the best 

from your system, including lots of NEW 

products, it's our biggest ever catalogue! 

Call now for your copy.
Earth terminal

16AIEC input

The PowerBlock 
"...capable of making a fabulous 
difference to clarity and stereo 
imagery that needs to be heard to 
be appreciated. Brings out the 
best in your system; makes a 
difference that can't easily be /
obtained by other means." 
Jimmy Hughes, Hi-Fi Choice,

Oct 2000. 1

Inverted for 
ease of use

Eight sockets 
treated with 
DeoxlT™OnS 
contact enhancer

Russ Andrews 
Ultra PurifierBlock

buy online at www.russandrews.com 
or call UK Local Rate 0845 345155 quoting ACHOICE

Solutions for better music & movies ™

Exclusive UK Retailer for

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, 2b Moreland Court, 
Westmorland Business Park, Shap Road, Kendal, LA9 6NS, UK. 

Tel:+44 (0)1539 797300 Email: info@russandrews.com

HEW!

THE BIG BOOK

Award winning 
extension block
The best mains extension demands the best mains filter 
The award-winning Ultra PurifierBlock combines our best 
mains extension with our Ultra Purifier mains filter. The Ultra 
PurifierBlock gets you connected to the mains supply with 
the minimum of resistance and the built in Ultra Purifier 
mains filter means that your system will sound more 
dynamic, more detailed, much more musical and have 
less harshness and sibilance.
Russ Andrews Ultra PurifierBlock £550

Also available: The PowerBlock £300

"Sonically it had a useful effect an various 
source and amplifier components we tried, 
improving image focus by a significant 
degree ...the precision of instruments, 
particularly those with transient-rich 
sound is audibly improved."
Richard Black, Hi-Fi Choice, Sept 2006

65 Bridge Street 88 Bridge Street 43 Friargate 81 Whitegate Drive 33/35 Knowsley St 84 Penny St
Manchester Warrington Preston Blackpool Bolton Lancaster
M3 3BQ WA12RF PR1 2AT FY3 9DA BL1 2AS LA11XN

0161 839 8869 01925 632179 01772 883958 01253 300599 01204 395789 01524 39657

http://www.russandrews.com
mailto:info@russandrews.com
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Pro-Ac

Roksan

Project 
QUAD

• Home Cinema Sales and Custom Installation
• System Design and Consultancy Services
• Wide Range of Award-Winning Audiovisual Products
• Latest True HD (1080p) Displays and Video Processors
• Traditional & Contemporary Handmade Furniture

01892 861
TV progressive-av.

7 3 0
com

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

Tel: 01904 629659

#1

Marantz
Meridian
Michell
M. J. Acoustics
Monitor Audio si
Mordaunt-Sh
NAD
Nordost

TEAC
Trichord
Unison Rese
Van Den Hui
Wharfedale
Yamaha
& Lots more...

Pathos 
Pickering 
Primare

Cyrus 
KEF

Origin Live 
Ortofon

Shanlmg

SME
Stands Uniqu 
Sugden 
Tannov

Atacama
Audio Lab

Audio Quest
Castle

Anthony Gallo 
Audio Pro
Arcam
Cineversum
Crystalio 
DVDO
Fujitsu 
Genelec
Lexicon
Lumagen 
M&K
Onkyo 
Panasonic
Parasound
Pioneer
Primare
Quad
Sim2
Sharp 
Tannoy 
ThemeScene
Velodyne
Vidikron
Yamaha

Award Winning Retailers...

ckers Hi-
The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

► Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
► Widest choice in the area ► Independent advice
► Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
► Over 35yrs experience ► Qualified staff
► Comfortable dem rooms ► Superb showrooms
► Main road location ► Major car parks nearby
► Insurance estimates ► Service Dept.
► Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
► Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status

► Delivery & installation
► Part Exchange
► Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
► Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

$$ts in high fídelify sound reproduction - lince 1961

http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
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IAN HARRISON HIFI
SALE NOW ON!

Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi 
for 17 years

Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME, 
Hadcock, Transfiguration, Denon, Koetsu, 
Trichord, EAR, Tom Evans, Stax, Harbeth, 

Epos, Gamut, Graaf, Sumiko Ortofon, 
Creek, Van den Hui and many more.

All goods are brand new and fully 
guaranteed. Goods are not supplied on 

approval. Free UK delivery.

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 
Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

audioboffs
For fine two way audio

• Astin Trew

338 Shenley Road 
Borehamwood 
Herts WD6 1 TP

Tel/Fax 020 8177 4095
Email: info@audioboffs.co.uk

Demonstrations 
by appointment 
Mon- Sat.
Eves & Suns by 
arrangement

Parking facilities

Bel Canto 
Monopulse 
Audiophysics 
Viola 
Analysis Plus 
Solid Tech

audio cinema

Cornwall's Specialist 
Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

Multiroom Retailer 
Custom Installer

STOCKISTS OF:
ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO 

BEVER • DYNAMIC • GRAFF 
FOCAL-JIM^ LAB • INFOCUS PROJECTORS 

LEXICON • NAO-AUDIO 
MUSICAL FIDELITY • NORDOST CABLES 
PROJECT TURNTABLES • PARASOUND 

PHILOSOPHY CABLES • PRIMARE • REVEL 
REVOLVER • ROKSAN • RUSS SOUND 

SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE 
SPEAKERCRAFT • TRI-ANGLE • TEAC 

UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER LOUDSPEAKERS • VAN DEN 
HULL CABLES • AND MANY MORE 

call: 0870 458 4438 
or visit:

www.audio-cinema.co.uk
Callywith Gate Industrial Estate 

Launceston Road 
Bodmin 
Cornwall
PL31 2RQ

ORANGES& 
LEMONS

020 7924 2040
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

61 Webbs Road, Battcrsca SWII 6RX

email: orangcs.lernons@virgin.net

CEDIA

F A Analogue Seduction
I where music Ls our p^sion

: SpedalLsts in turntables and high precision hifi related essentials

Tet:+44 
(0) 1733 
3^768

Avid , Ayre, Cartridge-Man, Creek Audio, Chapter Audio, Clearaudio, Cleartight Audio, Chord Electronics, Chord Company, 
Dynavector, Ecosse Reference, Epos, Graham, Graham Slee, Hadcock, Isotek, Lyra, Michell Engineering, Merlin Cables, 
Roksan. Rothwell Audio, Nordost, Origin live, Oracle, Ortofon, P:oject. SME. Stax, Sumiko. Sugden, Trichord Research, 

Usher Audio, VPI. Whest Audio, Wilson Benesch
Please visit our website to browse or purchase some of our turntable setup tools and essentials, that 

are not easily available elsewhere.
T: 01733 344768 W: ^^w.analogueseduction.net

Are you hearing your Naim Audio system at 
anywhere near its full potential? The inherent sonic 
ability of a Naim Audio system has never been in doubt, however 
with products such as the Fraim support and more recently the 
Hi Line interconnect and CD555PS CD power supply, Naim Audio 
themselves have amply demonstrated the ever greater levels of 
performance that are achievable with your existing components.

I Tom Tom Audio can optimise your Naim Audio system through 
thoughtful and creative upgrade routes, and by utilising a number of 
products and accessories that are both compatible with and sensitive 
to the Naim Audio ethos. I As well as a range of loudspeakers 
and analogue products that work wonderfully with Naim Audio 
electronics we also have a range of compatible accessories that will 
unlock the potential of your system and maximise the investment 
you have already made. I These include the incredible range of 
products from Vertex AQ, an end to end solution of supports, filters 
and cabling that will simply stun you. The incredible effect of this 
system can be demonstrated here or in your own system, but 
prepare to be shocked.
Loudspeakers: Naim Audio, Kudos Audio, Neat Acoustics, ART, 
Shahinian, Audio Physic, Living Voice

Supports & Cabling: Naim Audio, Vertex AQ, Nordost, Chord 
Company, Isoblue, Kudos Audio

Analogue: Naim Audio, Avid, Dynavector, Lyra, Tom Evans

. . \ .. Call St Albans 01727 86 86 59
TOrnltOm audio Visitwww.tomtomaudio.com

mailto:info@audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.oandlhifi.co.uk
mailto:orangcs.lernons@virgin.net
w.analogueseduction.net
Visitwww.tomtomaudio.com
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R^X
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

RE.Vax
SERVICE

sound Cinergy

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

I h e , a Iec h n o l o GI 'Y L= imi ted
TTL House. Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

37 High Street, Aldridge

E.\lo
I^^ME.\lo I^^U^^E.V 
Tr CJ ^GI 
'Y

FREE PARKING TUE-SAT 10-5.30PM 
^E.\lo.SOUNDCINERGY.CO.UK

BADA
WHIT ISM AMPIO WA> ASMX IAT1OS 
the symbol of security

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream 
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, o i i Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha.
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30
www.musicmatters.co.uk

CEDIA

E.\lo HAGLEY ROAO, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL 

TEL:0121-429 2811 FAX:0121-4E.V 3298

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAO, SOLIHULL, 
WEST MIDLANDS B92 BJL 

TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 
WEST MIDLANDS DY81AB 

TEL:01384 444184 FAX:01384 444968

10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 
WEST MIDLANDS B73 5TD 

TEL:0121 354 2311 FAX:0121 354 1933

E.\lo UXBRIOGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR

TEL: 020 E.V20 1925 FAX:020 E.V20 1928

* O'Brien Hi-Fi •
ARC!YDIS • AUDIO NOTE • AUOIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA • AVID • BEYER • CABLETALK • CHORO • 
CREEK • DIAPASON • DYNAVECTOR • EPOS • GOLDRING • JAOIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MOON • NAO • NAIM • 
ONKYO • OPERA • OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM • OEO • REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • 
SONUS FABER • SUGOEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • ORIGIN LIVE • 
TRIANGLE-WATERFALL^WILSON

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment • Details on Request
Was

ATCSIA2 amplifier (., £250
Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (So'h) 1:595
EiposurelJ10amp(ei-<lemomo) £100
GarrardZero 10oS(7Brçm|.,i | t—
Krefl KAV00i(^| £250
MartinloganAeriuslSlh) £3150
MartinloganAeoo(So'h)^«t £3150
Monrio Asty amp (ei-demo) black £450
Moon 5080 (¡3) (ex-demo) £1550
Mon Equinox(er-demo) £1950
Moon (S) amplifier (ex-demo) £2650
Moon Orion CMVO (ex-demo) £2859
Musical FidelltyT1tunet(shl) £00

AUDIO ANALOGUE

Now 
£1150 NAOE.\lo60

Was Now
Otters

'350 Onix^various models please enquire
£749 OnixA60MK11(new) £795 £375

£75 OnixA120MK11 {new) £995 t495
£995 Prologue 3 and 5(ex-demo) £1898 £1600

£1750 RELS1ra1aSl111(.,i) £700 £295
£1395 Sonus Faber Oomus sub(ex-demo) £1290 £995
£250 Sugden Masterclass CD(new) t2700 £2200
t895 Sugden MasterclassAmplifier(new) £3150 £2250

£1650 ThetaData 11 CD(newmech) £1500 £600
£2150 The!aDataBasic 11+Pro Prime(Slh)) £— £699
£1450 WaterfalHguascu(ex-demo) Nowprice changedto£995

£'5

KRELL

0% Instant Finance Available - Wriiten details on request 
Demonstration room • Free car parking • Major Credit Cards

Personal Export • Mail Orders Installation Service • Repair facilities 
• 5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo

• 5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 6282 exit) • 25 mins M25 June 1 O

60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com 

Open 9.30-5 30 Tuesday-Saturday

M Y

25 Years of Audio Visual Perfection
152a HIGH STREET BLOXWICH WALSALL 

Late night Thursday 9am 7pm 

01922 493499 
www.soundacademy.co.uk

MULTIROOMAUDIO, VID^OSATELITTE
ANDRFDISTRlBUTIONFORSOUNDANDSCREEN

www.avihifi.com
AVILtd.

Tel: 01453 752656 
www.avihifi.com 

sales@avihifi.co.uk
8-10,000 people visit this site each month, 

because it’s worth a visit!!

Save £565 today on the fantastic
Arcam DV79/AVR300 cinema system!
The ultimate Christmas offer is now here..

►►www.soundgallery.co.uk
The Sound Gallery
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks.
01494 531682

To Advertise here call Graham Phillips '
S 020 7042 4037

E./lo.SOUNDCINERGY.CO.UK
http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.soundacademy.co.uk
http://www.avihifi.com
http://www.avihifi.com
mailto:sales@avihifi.co.uk
%25e2%2596%25ba%25e2%2596%25bawww.soundgallery.co.uk
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Is This Your Problem?

Loud

Here's Your
Answer

H'^ e common problem. The uuble ran^ on the 
volume control la ell down et the bottom eend end 
fine control et low llatenlng levels la either difficult 
or Imponible. The nolM floor may be eudible too. 
There fe now e almple end eff^tive solution - the 
Roth—11 ln-Une Attenuators. TOey can be usend 
with p^power or lntegrated empa to cure 
the problems of exceu gain end bring eonlc 
bonefits even with the most expenalve equl pi

Too Loud WayTooLoud

MmmML
VRMMMi Of

^w c— le onty E39 per pmlr deli^^. To order, call

01204 366133 orvieit^^^.rothwellaudioproducta.co.uk
Exœll^t review In HHM'I Ch^ce, HHI-FI W^—. HHI-FI Mm, What HHI-FIa— ^^w.tnt^udlo.com

Sturdy 25mm construction 
Horizontal or Vertical 
Holds 600 Records 
Wenge Beech, Black Ash 
Next Day Delivery 
107.5 x 73 x 40 cm

L « ! ’ £89.00

01 702 343734
www.chapelandchapel.co.uk/cubes

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind . . .
Arcam, ATC, B & W, Denon, Kef, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mitchell, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 
Yamaha and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ...

^ANDERS
’-----—rHI -Fl LTD.S ATELLfTE SALES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects. 

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Audio Note Io 1 MC cartridge Surely one of the best cartridges in

The Denon DL-103 Moving Coil cartridge is a true classic, not jus! 
because its been in production since 1963 but because it still offers a 
performance to rival designs costing much more than its low £100 
price tag would suggest. Also now in the DL-103R version £200

existence, the Io uses Alnico magnets and pure silver coils to 
extract everything from your LP's in the most musical way 
possible. £1,595

The Nottingham Analogue Dais turntable is the result of many 
years of research by the companies founder. Tom Fletcher. In 
our opinion it offers unmatched performance at its £3,519 
price level It's pictured here with the 12” Nottingham Ana
logue Ace Space tonearm which costs £710

J.C. Verdier Platine This spectacular turntable uses a high mass 
platter suspended by magnetic repulsion and an externally 
housed high quality DC motor Its performance is as magnificent 
as its appearance suggests, offering a completely stable basis 
for the finest arms and cartridges Prices start from £5 000

Note products PhoNote uses an all triode valve audio circuit 
with short signal paths, low output impedance and no global 
feedback. The result is an exceptionally low noise design with 
breathtaking clarity and musical involvement. The MM 

■ version costs £1,500, the MC version £1,750.

CEC TL-51X this top loading transport is something rather 
special. Its novel design uses a belt dnve (rather than the 
more common direct drive) to spin the disc. It produces a 
sound which is incredibly effortless, with tremendous reso
lution of acoustics and space: £1,200

Bewitch A30 integrated amplifier uses 6550 output valves in 
an ultra-linear pure class A push pull design producing 30 
glorious watts per channel
We feel this amplifiers sound redefines what’s possible at this 
price point and we re convinced it will become the benchmark 
that all others will be judged by £1,000

Music first Audio TVC pre amplifier Instead of using resistors 
to control the volume the TVC uses stepped transformers. In
credible transparency without any of the dynamic 
compression found in conventional passive preamplifiers 
Copper wired version £1,500 All silver wired £2,750

Audion Silver Note One This is a specially commissioned 
amplifier exclusive to Noteworthy Audio. It uses a single 2A3 
directly heated triode per channel in an ultra purist single ended 

zero feedback design. It produces 3 7 of the finest watts 
available, if you have high efficiency speakers you need to hear 
this remarkable amplifier £2,500

The Usher CP6371 offer astonishing value for money These very sub
stantial speakers (they weigh 60kg each) and cost only £2.000 for a pair 
A pair of wonderfully natural sounding carbon fibre filled paper cones are 
used in a two way configuration with a 1" soft dome tweeter covering the 
high frequencies. Their sound is potent yet not overblown, and the very 
rigid boxes mean that cabinet colouration is extremely low.

l The Avantgarde Duo’s use horns for the high and mid frequencies and as 
I a result offer 104dB sensitivity They produce all the speed and dynamics 
f you’d expect from such a design and are effortlessly musical

These speakers really do have the most astonishing mid band 
performance, if you in the market for a pair of speakers at this £9,995 price 
point then you really must hear them.

Consonance CD2.2 Linear This wonderful filterless CD 
player uses a 6H30 triode in its output stage. It produces 
the characteristically wide dynamic range of a filterless 
design, capturing great speed and energy on all CD’s 
Surely the most involving player at its £1,395 price

The Something Solid XR has become our reference equipment sup
port, its novel use of balsa end grain shelves and tensioned shelf 
suspension give it a neutral presentation that lets equipment perform 
without added artifice 4 tier version available from £600 
‘Economy' EXR version also now available from just £300

www .noteworth y audio. co. uk
hi-fi by enthusiasts

36 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2LH. Tel: 01296 422224

www.hfc.co.uk

rothwellaudioproducta.co.uk
udlo.com
http://www.chapelandchapel.co.uk/cubes
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk
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HI F CHOICE
PASSION Fii SllH

' -^i

4 Cross Church St. Huddersfield
Tel: 01484 544668

3-5 King Cross St. Halifax
Tel: 01422 366832

A wide range '
of Specialist Brands
Custom multi-room installation projects
Prices to suit all budgets 
Plasma/LCD TV’s & Projectors 
Comfortable demonstration facilities

Stockists of:
_BOSE-
Better sound through research. X.« \ • S

& many other high quality audio/visual brands

HI-FI AND HOME 
CINEMA SPECIALISTS

www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk

www.hfc.co.uk

EE.Jegant Storage 
Solutions for 
Hi-Fi, Boofis, 

LPs, CDs, 
DVDs

Mini Discs 
Special Or^rs 

Wefome

IAN EDWARDS
MAKERS OF FINE HANDMADE FURNITURE

Te(: 01423 500442 F^: 01423 705200
uwwv.ians6espokefumiture.co.uk

T^ Q^ Chape( 
282 Skipton Road" 

Harrogate, N. Yorlis 
HG13HE

Est.

1970
New Brochure 
now avai^fe

I
for all the latent " 

lovely K»-f» fror* 
r*amufacfur^r$x ^»Jfri^uforî 

amd dealers v»$»f:
WWVV.frc^^log.mef

1 for jv$+ a fevu pemrjej you 
car add your ow» lovely rewj 

+o fre^blog. cor+acf dale ujirg 
the details velow:

t: +44 05b00 W 4n 
+44 on?? fe?????

e; pui>li$K(Ppreßi>l©g.ine+

http://www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk
uwwv.ians6espokefumiture.co.uk


30 HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER, KENT, MEl l LO - 01634 880037 
^www.rochesterhi-fi.co. uk

ADVANTAGE, ARCAM, ATACAMA, AUDION, AUDIOPHILE BASE, AVI, CAIRN, 

CHORD CABLES, CHORD ELECTRONICS, CLEARAUDIO, CREEK, CYMBOL, DALi, 

DK DESIGN, EPOS, EXPOSURE, JMLAB, GAMUT, GOLDRING, GRADIENT, 

GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO, HADCOCK, LAT, 

METRONOME TECHNOLOGIES, NAO, NORTH STAR, NOTIINGHAM ANALOGUE, 

NU FORCE, OPTIMUM, ORIGIN LIVE, PARTINGTON, PIEGA, QUADRASPIRE, 

RENAISSANCE, SENNHEISER, STELLO, STIRLING LS35/a, TANNOY PRESTIGE, 

TRANSFIGURATION, USHER.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR EXDEM OFFERS

http://www.rochesterhi-fi.co
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DEALER
DIRECTORY

Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227.All that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from quality manufacturers including Amphion, Arcam, ART, Audiolab, Ayre, B&W Nautilus, Classe, Focal. JM Lab, Michell Engineering, Monitor Audio, Nairn Audio, Primare, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Rote!, Spender, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest-free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and install systems through Cheshire, Merseyside and North Wales. Open Tues. • Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement.
AUDIO COUNSEL., 26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire, SK8 lAL. Tel: 0161 491 6090.Stockists of Arcam, Rega, Nairn, Rotal, Royd, Oenon, Yamaha, Quad, B&W, NAO and more. Agencies to Fugitsu, Sanyo and Sellec. We offer extensive knowledge and experience with high quality demo rooms for both hi-fi and AV. Major credit cards accepted and interest free credit available.Open Tuesday - SaturdaylO - 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

CORNWALL

AUDIO AND CINEMA,Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Retailer;Custom Installer".Callywith Gate Industrial Estate,Launceston Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL3l 2RQCall: 0870 458 4438 or visit:www.audio-cinema.co.uk...STOCKISTS OF...ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO
Members of the British Audio dealers 

Association are able to offer:
• Two year guarantee, transferable to 

another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address

• low cost five year guarantee option
• proper demonstration facilities
• seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer's advice is taken 
on product selection

• fully guaranteed service work
• customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems

• BEYER DYNAMIC • GRAFF • FOCAUIMLAB
• INFOCUS PROJECTORS • LEXICON
• NAO-AUDIO • MUSICAL FEDELITY
• NOROOSTCABLES • PROJECT TURNTABLES
• PARASOUNO • PHILOSOPHY CABLES
• PRIMARE • REVEL • REVOLVER • ROKSAN
• RUSSSOUND • SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE
• SPEAKERCRAFT • TRIANGLE • TEAC
• UNISON RESEARCH • USHER LOUDSPEAKERS
• VAN OEN • HUL CABLES • ANO MANY MORE

DONCASTER

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Sam, Wakefield Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274. Email: info®thehifistudios .freeserve.co.uk.Web: thehifistudios.co.uk
Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room experts. Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren,Wadia, Anthony Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAO, Michell Turntables, Audio Analogue, Living Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics, Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL Subwoofers, Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Oenon Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and demonstration by appointment. Home trials and free installation on hi-fi equipment. Credit card and finance facilities. Phone for more information. l0am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, l0am-5pm Sat.Closed Sunday & Monday. ULWJ

For more information contact
BADA on

S 0870 126 9137

¿S BADA
Bllilmll^MJOIODDCAl.Er.««^ATlOH 

the symbol of security

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

HERTFORDSHIRE

AUDIOBOFFS, 338 Shenley Road 8orehamwood Herts W06 1TP Tel/Fax 020 8177 4095Ema i I :info@aud ioboffs.co.ukSpecialists in fine two way audio, dealing in Astin Drew, Bel Canto, Audiophysics, Monopulse, Viola, Analysis, Solid Tech and more...Audio enthusiasts constantly seeking to provide the finest in musical equipment.Residential demonstration facilities.No pressure' Relaxed, friendly atmosphere. Demonstrations by appointment Mon-Sat.Eves & Suns by arrangement. Home demonstrations possible. Parking. Facilities.
LEICESTERSHIRE

DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 

Bennett's Place, High Stret, Mari<et Harborough, 

LE16 7NL 01858 432999

Leicestershire's freshest hi-fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expert in an 

environment that will excite you.

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilities, comfy chairs, and coffee'

We get exceptional results from Arcam, Aram FMJ, 

Art Loudspeakers, Beyerdynamic, Chord Cables, 

DNM Cables, Exposure, FocalJMLab, Infocus, 

Isoblue, Kube Design, Loewe televisions, Merlin 

Cables, NAO, Nottingham Analogue Studio, Opera 

Loudspeakers, Partington, Pathos, PMC, ProAC, 

Pro-Ject, Pure, Quadraspire, REL, Sennheiser. Screen 

Int., Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, and Unison Research. 

We are open Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 

and by arrangement.

Free parking outside the courtyard.

All normal methods of payment accepted. 

01858 432999

^WW.OIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK, 
INFO@DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK

""""""^^^"LIVERroOL

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

LONDON

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, l90a New North Road, London Nl Tel: 020 7226 5500. www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the world'. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, and more... Home cinema and whole house custom installed solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment.
INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey, KTl 40A. Tel: 020 8943 3530 www.infidelity.co.uk
Infidelity- Indecently good Hi-Fi, cinema and home integration solutions. Advice and aftersales service from an independent dealer. Build your system from our selection of truly excellent equipment - from the likes of Arcam, B&W, Chord Co.,Classe, ClearAudio, .Oynavector, Fujtsu, Focal JM Lab, Linn, M&K, Nairn Audio, PMC, Pioneer plasma, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Sim2, Velodyne and more. We have all the usual facilities, fresh flowers, good coffee and we are open l0am-6pm Tuesday to Saturday.i=yj»yj

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

CLASSIC HIFI, School Lane, Kettering, Northamptonshire NN16 OOH. Tel: 01536 310855. Kettering's specialist hi-fi and home cinema specialist, dealing in: Spendor, PMC, Sugden, Marantz Premium, Mordunt-Short, Exposure, Mission, Creek, EPOS, Castle, Harman-Kardon, Monitor Audio, Pioneer, Yamaha, Fujitsu and more.Opening hours Mon-Sat 09.30-5.30
NORTH WEST

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway North, Warrington WAl 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@ dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbradyhifi.com. For the widest range of high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business est. 45 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, Visa, credit facilities - Interest Free Credit!Open 10.30 • 6. Send for free map. I=yj»yj

http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
freeserve.co.uk
thehifistudios.co.uk
ioboffs.co.uk
WW.OIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK
mailto:INFO@DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
dougbradyhifi.com
hifi.com
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NORTHWEST

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St, Off West St 

car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 1JR.

Tel: 01260 280017. Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk.

Web: www.hifishowrooms.com. Carefully selected 

audio range, including Nairn, NAD, Roksan, Michell, 

Harman, Sugden, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, Neat 

Acoustics, Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project, 

Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also the best in AV from 

Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound, 

Nairn, SIM2, Vutec, Da-lite, REL, MJ Acoustics, 

Definitive. Demonstration by appointment 

Open Tuesday - Saturday.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE,

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: OllS 978 6919 

www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk.

We are the area's leading specialists. Relax in our 

superb demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best 

in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema solutions. Our 

outstanding customer service means a two-year parts 

and labour guarantee, an on-site service department 

and a full delivery and installation service. Home trials 

and free easy parking are also available. Established in 

1968, we have been giving sound advice for over 30 

years. Open Mon-Sat 9 • 5.30. I »LI

OXFORDSHIRE

ASnEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 

OXlO OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, fax: 01491 825024. 

Founded 1975. Great deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, 

Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and 

delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on selected 

items. 1 home cinema room, 2 listening rooms. 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit 

Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. CDs and DVDs stocked.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street.

Yeovil, Somerset BA20 l NE. Tel: 01935 479361 

54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 01823 326688. 

www.mikemanningaudio.com .

The HiFi and A/V specialists.

The best in HiFi and Home Cinema from: AUDION 

VALVE, B&W, MILLER & KREISELL, DENON, 

DYNAVECTOR, DENSEN, FOCALE (JM Lab),

HARMON KARDON, SIM Projectors and screens, 

HITACHI (Plasma and LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO, 

NAD, PIONEER (Plasma and AV) REVOLVER, 

REGA, ROTEL 02 & 10 Series, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, 

SPENDER, TEAC, WELL TEMPERED turntables, 

YAMAHA. Dedicated Demonstration lounges 

for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations.

Home installations on most systems. Full service 

department. Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed 

Mondays (Yeovil) - Tuesdays (Taunton)

SOUTHWEST

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give your 

ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 

any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 

a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 

around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge 

the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 

plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 

purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save money 

and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. CO: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced 

Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, 

Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 

(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, 

CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 

Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio 

Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 

NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, 

Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 

Hovland, Nordost, SonicLink, Siltech, Yamamura 

Churchill. Mains: Accuphase.

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

ST17 4AH. www.acouslica.co.uk Tel: 01785 258216. 

All that's best in Hi -Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Arcam, ART, 

Audiolab, Ayre, B&W, Focal.JM Lab, MJ Acoustics, 

Monitor Audio, Nairn Audio, Primare, Rega, REL, 

Ratel, Spender, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia, Yamaha Pre 

Eminent. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest 

-free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems throughout Staffordshire and the 

Midlands. Opening hours Tues. •Sat. 10.30-6.00, 

evenings by arrangement.

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury 

SYl l EN. Tel: 01743 236055.

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk , 

www.creative-audio.co.uk

Internet prices - from a specialist shop!

One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema 

equipment outside London. Massive world-famous 

website, featuring huge savings on all the popular 

brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama, 

Beamax, BenQ, Cyrus, Dali, Denon, InFocus Screenplay 

projectors, JM Labs, KEF, Mission, MJ Acoustics, 

NAD, Nairn, Onkyo, Optimum, Optoma Themescene, 

Partington, Pioneer, Project, Q Acoustics, QED, Roksan, 

Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Velodyne, Wharfedale, 

Yamaha.

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be 

carbon dated, comfortable dem room with plasma 

and projector (and freshly ground coffee'), expert 

installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year 

guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used 

bargains etc etc •in fact everything you would expect 

from one of Europe's leading audio specialists.

See for yourself - visit ^wwxreative-audio.co.uk.

SUFFOLK

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North, 

Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 1 HB. 01502 582853 

info@audioimages-hifi.com - www.audioimages-hifi.com 

THE Hifi & Home Cinema shop

From the smallest item to the largest custom install. 

Fully remote lighting systems.

A refreshingly different selection with Valve amps to 

transistor, Cartridges to headphones & Turntables to 

Projectors. Helpful, friendly people to deal with. 

Synthesis, Rothwell, Shinpy-audio Volta, Sugden, 

Triangle, Castle, Michell, ScreenPlay, Lumley, Harman 

Kardon, Project, Rako, Sim2, Onkyo, Velodyne, Vincent, 

Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, Mirage, Hovland, 

Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Design, lsol-8, Ortofon, 

Goldring, Van den Hui, Townshend, Vifa & many others 

to list.

All full dealer facilities with separate dem room, repairs 

and servicing.

WIGAN

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 86-90 Boughton,

Chester CH3 5AQ. Tel: 01942 234202 or www.

adventuresinhifi.com

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products from 

quality manufacturers including ARCAM, Bryston, 

Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAD, Quad, 

Dynavector, Resolution Audio, Sugden, Shahinian, 

Castle, Focal JM Lab, PMC, Project, Roksan, Spender, 

Hutter, Quadraspire, Chord Company, In Focus.

We offer friendly advice, excellent demonstration 

facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and installation 

throughout the North West. Opening Hours 

10.00-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 

appointment

WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford

ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216.

See our main entry under Cheshire.

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel:

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 

Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. AAD, 

Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle, 

Denon, Harman- Kardon, Jama, JBL, Marantz, 

Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure 

Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tanney, Teac, 

UKO, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and motorway 

access. Mastercard, Visa etc.

To advertise in the
Hl-FI

Dealer Directory, 
Call Graham Phillips 

on 0207 042 4037 now!

mailto:mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk
http://www.hifishowrooms.com
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.acouslica.co.uk
mailto:sales@creative-audio.co.uk
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
audio.co.uk
mailto:info@audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
adventuresinhifi.com
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In-depth reviews of the most vital 
new kit, including...
® Krell EV0-505 CD/SACD player

® Ruark Sabre Ill loudspeaker

® Densen B-410 CD player and B-110 amp

® Leema Xone loudspeaker

® Russ Andrews DAC-1 D/A convertor

Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, not to mention the latest 
news, views and features from hi-fi's smartest grapevine...
And much, much more!

BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST 
RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL HI-FI

The latest amplifiers are subjected to our uniquely 
rigorous group test regime, including...

® Lyngdorf TDA 2200 digital amplifier

® Yamaha AX-497 stereo amplifier

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST» AMPLIFIERS

^^SUBSemBE!THE ESSENTIAL HI-FI GUIDE
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2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Feature

2nd-hand shootout
Spend £2,000 on a used turntable and it'll last a lifetime

I
f you have f2,000 to spend on a 
second-hand turntable, you probably 
already have a substantial vinyl 
collection. So you will want a turntable that 

will not only do it justice, but also still be 
serviceable in years to come.

One of the safest options is to buy nearly 
new. Our choice this time, would be the
Rega P9. Fitted with the highly regarded 
RB l OOO tonearm, this state-of-the-art 
turntable costs f2,500 new.

As Rega's flagship, the P9 has a lot to 
prove. With its superb resolution, excellent 
timing and musical finesse, the P9 more 
than lives up to expectations. While the 
build quality isn't quite as heavy duty as 
some here, the technology and engineering 
used are first-rate - even at this elevated 
level. Take the ceramic platter for instance. 
11 costs more to make than an entire PS 

"Your £2,000 couldn't find a better home 
than one of this quanet."
turntable and is stronger than anything this 
side of a diamond - just make sure that the 
P9 you're buying has it, and that it has not 
been substituted for a glass one! Longevity 
should be excellent, with the quality 
bearing needing only occasional lubrication 
for a lifetime's rumble-free performance. 
Rega is still very much in the turntable 
business and has a wide range of UK and 
international dealers. Parts and servicing 
should, therefore, present no problems.

Moving from one British turntable 
stalwart to a band of others, no high-end 
turntable comparison would be complete 
without SME, Linn and Michell.

Taking the great SME first, our f2,000 
budget should buy us an early Model 20A. 
Launched in 1992, the Model 20A offers 
everything you'd expect from the brand; 
hewn from granite build quality, peerless 
reliability and excellent service back up. It 
comes with the equally impressive Series V 
tonearm as standard. Sound quality is 
immensely stable and well focused, if a 
little tonally dry to some ears. Although our 
budget would only stretch to a ten-year old 
example, you should have absolutely no 

qualms about taking the plunge with a well 
set-up and looked after model.

Hard to believe, but the Linn Sondek LP12 
is now getting on for 35 years of age. 
f2,000 is enough to buy a fairly recent 
example, offering both the Lingo power 
supply and Cirkus mechanical modifications.
Both these improvements offer enhanced 
clarity, especially in the bass, without 
affecting those renowned LP12 rhythmic 
abilities. To ensure you're getting the latest 
spec, make sure that the serial number is 
later than 90,582. The Lingo power supply 
is easy enough to spot as it is housed in a 
separate box, rather than being plug or 
plinth mounted.

The default choice in tonearms for the 
LP12 today is the Linn Ekos, but don't rule 
out one equipped with the wacky but 
wonderful Nairn Aro. Cartridge choice offers 

an even greater scope for personal choice, 
but our money should buy a model 
equipped with one of the better Linn MCs.

All turntables benefit from being properly 
set-up, but the LP12 is the most susceptible 
here. If you're not buying from a Linn dealer, 
then it's well worth getting the deck 
professionally set-up - this takes a dealer 
around two hours to do the job properly. As 
with the Rega and SME, parts and servicing 
shouldn't present any problems.

Slightly less well known, but very much a 
favourite with hi-fi reviewers, is the Michell 
Orbe SE. This particular super-deck was

Right: SME Model 20A turntable

Above: Michell Orbe SE turntable (with Rega arm)

launched in 1999, but came in for a round 
of upgrades just two years later. These 
upgrades focused around changing the 
motor from an AC design to a DC one. The 
corresponding power supply changed 
designation from Q.C. to V.C. and is how 
you can spot a later model.

A further change was made in 2004, with 
the addition of the Orbe 'always connected' 
Controller. This power supply is well worth 
having (if you have a DC powered deck) 
and just f259 will get you the latest spec.

Our money would be on a DC example, 
preferably with the Controller, with the SME 
Series IV or an Origin Live Silver or 
Encounter arm. The sound quality should 
have the same solidity of the SME, but with 
more warmth from the lower registers.

With f2,000 to spend, you should avoid 
the AC-powered version. This is because to 
upgrade the motor unit from here costs a 
princely f877. Service and spares' This is 
another deck that should rarely, if ever, go 
wrong, and is backed up by excellent 
factory support and dealer network.

Undoubtedly, these are all safe choices 
and there are other equally compelling 
options out there. For long-term owner 
satisfaction, your f2,000 couldn't find a 
better home than one of this quartet HFC 

Dominic Todd 
Next month: £500 phono stages



1699

S 2299

5

O

899

69
299

179
599

3750
349

2400

2400
3500
699

EX DEMO AND SECOND-HAND ITEMS
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 22 Bit Balanced S/H 
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 22 Bit Single ended S/H 
Densen Beat400 XS x demo 
dCS Verdi La Scala transport/Upsampler x-demo 
dCS Elgar Plus Firewire IEE1394 DAC x-demo 
dCS P8i SACD/CD/DSD Player x-demo 
Kreil SACD Standard x-demo
Krell KPS20i/L CD/Processor S/H
Musical Fidelity Nu Vista CR 3D Player S/H 
Orpheus labs One DAC with anagram x-demo 
Orpheus labs Zero CD player x demo 
Primäre V10 CD/DVD Player x-demo 
Sugden masterclass CD x demo
Sony CDP X940 SACD Player S/H 
Theta Generation V Balanced S/H 
Theta Pro Basic II DAC with Oscom/Balanced S/H 
Wadia 302 Black x-demo

Crown Jewel Ltd Edition MC Cartridge 100hrs 
Clearaudio Emotion Turntable Package X-demo 
Dynavector DV17d2 MKII S/H 
Heed Audio Orbit 1 TT PSU New & Boxed 
Kuzma Stabi/Stogi S Turntable New& Boxed 
Lehmann Audio Black Cube SE S/H 
Me Cormack Micro Drive Phono Stage S/H 
Rega P2 /Bias Turntable $/H 
Roksan Xerxes Alphason Xenon XPSII S/H 
Trichord Dino MM/MC S/H

Audio Analogue Bellini Remote Preamplifier X-demo 
Audio research LS1 Hybrid Preamplifier S/H 
Audi research LS16 Remote/Balanced S/H 
Conrad Johnson PVIObL valve Preamplifier x-demo 
Conrad Johnson PV14L Remote controlled valve x-demo 
Conrad Johnson Premier 18LS x-demo 
Convergent Audio CAT SL1 Signature Black S/H 
Densen B200 Preamplifier S/H 
Kreil KRC HR preamplifier S/H 
Orpheus Two Preamplifier x-demo
Roksan L1 Preamp (requires PSU) S/H
Roksan L1.5 Preamplifier (requires PSU) S/H 
Sugden masterclass Preamplifier x-demo 
Spectral DMC 30s Reference Preamplifier x-demo 
Spectral DMC30s Reference Preamplifier S/H

Audio Analogue Donizetti Mono Power Amplifiers X-demo 
Audio Research CL60 Re Built S/H
Audio Research VM220 Valve mono Amplifiers x-demo 
Audio research VT100MKIII Valve Power Amplifier S/H 
Bel Canto EVO 200.2 Class T stereo power S/H 
Bel canto EVO2 Genii x-demo
Conrad Johnson MV60 SE Valve Amplifier S/H
Conrad Johnson Premier 350SA x demo
CyrusZ / PSX Amplifier PSU S/H
Densen Beat 340 x-demo
Densen beat 350 monos x-demo
Densen beat300xs x-demo
ECS EA1 latest spec upgrade monos S/H 
Electrocompaniet AW22O Stereo Power Amplifier S/H 
Graaf GM20 OTL Mono Valve Amplifiers S/H 
Orpheus Three power amplifier x-demo 
Pathos Model One Version II x-demo
Roksan S1.5 stereo power amplifier silver S/H
Roksan DS1.5 PSU Silver S/H
Roksan DS4 PSU Black S/H
Spectral DMAIOOs Amplifier x-demo
Spectral DMA250s Amplifier S/H 
Sugden masterclass monos x demo

ATC SCM12 Cherry S/H
Audio Physic Yara Monitor Cherry x-demo 
Audio Physic Spark 2 maple X-demo 
JM Lab Micro Utopia Classic x-demo 
JM lab Chorus 714s Style x-demo 
JM lab Electra 927 be Anniversary last pair! New 
JM Lab Sib XL x5 Grey S/H 
Martin Logan Aeon I Oak BNIB 
Neat Ultimatum MF7 S/H 
Pen Audio Rebel 2 x-demo
Pen Audio Charm Active Subwoofer x-demo 
ProAc Response 2.5 Mahogany S/H 
ProAc Tablette Reference 8 Signatures YEW S/H 
Revel F50 Performa In Sycamore S/H 
Sonus faber Concertino Home Piano lacquer S/H 
Sonus Faber Leather Stands, fixed height, x-demo 
Spendor S3 Cherry S/H

O

Atacama 50cm Sand filled stands S/H
Audio Note 2x5ft bi wired AN Spa Speaker cable S/H
Audio Note 1m ANVx AES/EBU balanced Digital S/H
BCD Engineering 1000 Table 4 tier S/H
Cogan Hall Intermezzo EMD 0.75m RCA S/H
Cardas Cross 1.5m RCA-RCA S/H
Cardas Golden Cross 1.5m balanced S/H
Cardas Golden Cross 1.5m Balanced S/H
Cardas Golden Cross 2.5m bi wired speaker cable S/H
Madrigal MDC1 1m AES/EBU 110ohm Digital Cable new boxed
Nordost Shiva 2m mains cable x-demo
Nordost Vishnu 2m mains cable S/H
Nordost Vishnu 2m mains cable S/H
Nordost Valhalla 1m RCA-RCA Interconnect S/H
Sittech LS188 Classic 2x3m Silver & Gold Speaker cable BNIB
Siltech Signatures G5 0.50m AES/EBU balanced Digital cable S/H
Siltech SPX20 1m IEC-Shuko Mains cable x-demo
Sound Organisation Record Rack with CD insert S/H
Spectral MI33O 2m RCA BINB
Spectral MI-350 20ft Interconnect RCA-RCA x-demo
Spectral MI35O 1m RCA-RCA S/H
Spectral Z Chord III 2m mains cable x-demo
Spectral AC1 Z Cord 2m mains cable S/H
Transparent Music Link Ultra 1m RCA-RCA S/H
Transparent Music Link Ultra 2m RCA-RCA S/H
Transparent Music Wave Plus 2x 7.62m x-demo
Voodoo Airtek platform Small size S/H
Western Electric 300b Valves 1 Pair NEW

D. Densen Beat 800 AM/FM Tuner x demo
23 Magnum Dynalab FTR remote/Tuner for Etude S/H

“ (/-, Isotek Substation special version S/H
Isotek QubeZK S/H

< PS Audio Ultimate Outlet S/H
1— ;» Sudgen R21 AM/FM Tuner x-demo
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Midland Audio X-change are looking for Audio Research, Kreil , Mark Levinson , Naim Audio, SME, Wadia.

Midland Audio X-change are looking for
Audio Research, Kreil, Mark Levinson, Naim Audio, SME, Wadia.

e-mail: sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 
web: www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

M I D L A ND AUDIO X CHANGE

t: 01562 731100 f: 01562 730228
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m: 07721 605966
THE OLD CHAPEL, FORGE LANE, BELBROUGHTON, DY9 9TD

To order the FREE (NEW) full colour
J PS Cables Brochure, please call or 
alternatively email us your details.

You can also download the brochure
from the audio salon web site

for those who don’t believe in compromise

4 Park Circus, Glasgow, G3 6AX, Scotland
0845 4000 400

info@audiosalon.co.uk www.audiosalon.co.uk
www.jpslabs.com

mailto:sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
http://www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
mailto:info@audiosalon.co.uk
http://www.audiosalon.co.uk
http://www.jpslabs.com


shadow audio:)
Call 01592 744 779 for the best part-ex prices!List changes daily so visit www.shadowaudio.co.iik regularly!

New Web Site launched
Visit the new Shadow Audio web site today, where 
you will find all the latest product information at 
your fingertips.

Meridian 200 Transport and203 DAC combo, absolutely mint example, great sound £349

Gryphon Adagio CD Player, imma cond, boxed, manuals, remote+puck (£5000) £2495

Micromega Aria, black, ex HiR Choice review model (£2150) £1595

Roksan Caspian MKII CD, boxed, immac cond, manual, remote (£1000) £349

Shanling CDT-100 valve CD player, unmarked cond, gold legs (£1695) £995

Shanling CDT-200, exc cond, boxed, r/c, gold legs (£2150) £1295

“ Primare D30.2 CD Player, black, 1 yr old, boxed, excellent cond (£1500) £749

4^ Arcam Diva 93t, silver, exc cond, boxed, manual, r/c, 1 yr old, (£1000) £595

•" Musical Fidelity DM25 DAC + Transport, only a few months old (£4000) £2995

Musical Fidelity kW SACD player, boxed, factory sealed box (£4000) £1995

"U AVI Lab Series CD, current spec, boxed, unmarked condition (£1499) £1195
Shanling CDT300 Omega Drive, ex-dem, immaculate cond (£4000) £2895

Resolution Audio Opus 21,2 box cd player, boxed, black/silver (£2950) £2395

Musical Fidelity TriVista 21 DAC, exc cond, manual, boxed (£1400) £695

Unison Research Unico Valve output CD, latest spec 24/192 model (£1250) £795

Unison Research Unico Valve output CD, only 3mnths old, latest ver (£1250) £895

Qinpu A1 .Ox, ex What HiFi review model, boxed in immac cond (£300) £230

Qinpu A-8000 MKII, ex HiFi World review model, boxed as new (£1295) £895

Musical Fidelity A308 pre-amp, immaculate, boxed, manual (£ 1999) £995

Musical Fidelity A5 Int, 250wpc, 6 months old, boxed, as new (£1499) £995

Musical Fidelity A5 Power Amp, 6 months old. boxed, immac (£1499) £995

AudioNet Amp 1 Power Amp, silver/blue display, boxed, mint (£3150) £2195

Bryston B-100 SST Int amp, unmarked condition, boxed (£2750) £1995

Roksan Caspian MK2 integrated, boxed with manual and remote. £595

Roksan Caspian power amp MK2, boxed. Be quick - a steal at the price! £495 

Chord CPA2800 pre-amp-t-phono stage. £2800 new, in black, immac £1395 

Gamut D200 Power Amp, silver, immac condition, boxed (£3200) £1695

Croft Epoch Pre Amp, ex-dem, boxed, immac cond (£1500) £995

q Bel Canto Evo 2i Integrated, boxed, mint cond (£2800) £1695
Musical Fidelity KW500 Int, 1yr old, boxed, mint (£4000) £2795

•— Eastern Electric M520 Int. What Hi-Fi 5 star review, 4 mnths old (£1539) £1095

McIntosh MA2275 Integrated, mint condition, less than a year old £3995

j- Eastern Electric Minimax Pre, ex-dem. mint condition, boxed (£769) £649
c Kreil PAM 5 pre amp + phono stage, exc cond, legendary perf (£2000) £549

Cyrus Pre X VS, immac cond, only 5 mnths old!, one prev owner (£1000) £749

PrimaLuna Prologue 5 Power Amp, EL-34 valves, 35 wpc, mint (£950) £695

Nagra PSA Power Amp. very rare, only 6 months old!, immac, stunning £3595 

AudioNet Pre 1 G2, silver/blue display, mint (£2100) £1495

Audionet Sam V2 Integrated, silver, boxed, exc cond (£2400) £1195

ATC SIA2-150 Int amp. black, mint con as good as brand new (£2400) £1895

ATC SCA2 pre amp, boxed, fully serviced by ATC only 7mths ago (£3900) £1295

Unison Research Unico Line, only 3 months old!, boxed, manual (£950) £749

Unison Research Unico SE Int amp, mint cond, boxed, manual (£1375) £795

Bow Walrus Power Amp. boxed, exc cond, 150wpc (£3995) £ 1995

Bow Warlock Pre. boxed, exc cond, fully balanced, r/c (£3495) £1695

Hyperion 938, gloss black finish, immac cond, very low hours (£3750) £2995

Quad 989, Vintage finish, only 6 months old, boxed, mint cond (£5000) £3795

Acoustic Energy 1 Mklll, B stock, slight mark to front right comer (£1995) £1495

B&W CM4 speakers, in Rosenut, 5 years old, boxed £449

, Wilson Benesch Curve, ex-dem. high gloss stained red cherry finish (£5352) £4695

(V Mission Elegante E82,1 yr old, boxed in superb condition (£1300) £749

Quad ESL-63 Electrostatics, mint condition!, vintage finish (brown grills) £1149

PMCFB1+, cherry, boxed, immac cond, few mnths old! (£1695) £1295

PMC FBI. upgraded to + spec in 2005, oak, boxed, exc cond (£1695) £895

Monitor Audio GR20,2 yrs old, black, boxed, exc cond (£1500) £795

Monitor Audio GR60 (4 mnths old) immac, cherry (£2395) £1595

3 PMC IB2 in cherry, immac cond, boxes, 2 yrs old. awesome (£6995) £4395

O Innersound Isis Hybrid Electrostatics, exce cond, incredible £2300) £1245
PMC OBI, in oak, boxed as new, 6 mnths old, simply stunning! (£2700) £1995

JAS Audio Orsa, ex HiFi Plus review model, poplar tumor (£1399) £1149

JAS Audio Supertweeters, Review pair, sound awesome!! (£649) £595

Audio Physic Tempo 4, cherry, exd model immaculate condition. (£2199) £ 1699

Audio Physic Virgo W. cherry. 6mnths old. boxed, as new (£3999) £2250

SME 20/2a, inc SME V tonearm, unmarked cond, few mnths old (£6300) £4495

Trichord Diablo phono stage, exc cond, only 9mths old, boxed (£750) £495

Wilson Benesch Full Grde. boxed as new, exc cond (£2100) £1495

Tom Evans Groove Plus phono stage, boxed, mint cond (£3600) £2395

Eastern Electric Minimax Phonostage, ex-d, mint, boxed (£ 1099) £895

VPl Scout inc JMW-9 tonearm, immac cond, boxed, very little usage (£1300) £1195

(sotek 2K Qube2. boxed, in sih.ee sensational mains conditioning unit (£1595) £595

Isotek Gil Minisub. silver front, current spec, immac cond (£545) £395

Vfertex Roraima Plus mains cable, 2m long, exc cond. stunning (£532) £349

Townshend Supertweeters, titanium finish, boxed as new, exd (£800) £649

i sotek Titan mains conditioner, few months old, boxed (£1500) £1095

List is updated daily on our web site.
HFC-SA/12/06

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

ITEM DESCRIPTION

Clearaudlo Goldfinger cartridge

Tron Syren pre-amp with Linet phono -2 months old - boxed - barely used 

Macione MA300B 20 watts 300B power amp -os new. 2 mths old

Musical Fidelity Nu-Vista M3 CD player (2001) - good condition - boxed 

Macione XX330 line pre-amp -os new. 2 months old

Esot^c XOl CD player - perfect - boxed. 12 mths old 

Voyd Reference tumtable. Beautiful satin Rosewood plinth.

Mcintosh Yr-200 Anniversary power-omp. 6565 push-pull monster 

Canary 303 monos. PP 22 watts 30B with Living Voice upgrade 

AudloNote UK wired Helius Cyalene tonearm

Audio Note UK 10-Umited field coil cartridge with PSU. Light use only 

Placelle passive line stage - 3 inputs - 120v - remote control - 6 mths old 

Gotham Type 39 monos (Western Elecl!ic version ot Canary CA309) 

Audio Innovations P2 phono stage - standard - collectible classic

Pathos 2 box pre-amp with remote control - spotiessl

Canary 903 4 box pre-amp - champagne facia - 3 mths old - boxed 

Audlon Golden Night 300B monos - very good condition

Border Patrol 300B SE - Western Elecl!ic valves - 8 watts - very little use 

Audio Note Japan (KONDO) ANS6 cartridge transformer- MC classic 

Revolver 33 loudspeakers - grey/maple - new

Sugden Bijou mm/me phono stage -100 ohms

Sonus Faber Electa Amator - Walnut - stand mount - lovely condition

Art Audio PX25 - 5 watts - single ended stereo

Avalon Arcus loudspeaker - Maple

Tube Technology Prophet pre-amp - 30 hours use

Tube Technology Unisis Signature integrated - 30 hours use

Roksan Kandy Integrated amp. Boxed. very tidy

Rogue Audio Metis pre. Aflas power. Ex dem - less than 20 hours use 

Canary 608LV integrated amp. 25 watts with Living Voice upgrade 

Canary 301 300B stereo push-pull power-omp

Audio Innovations Series 100 monos - silver edition - fuly serviced

Kimber Select interconnect 5m - boxed

Kimber Select interconnect KS1011 - 1m - boxed

Sugden A21 SE CD player - very tidy

Unison Research Smart 30B class A power amp -1 year old

Avid Acutus - one lady driver - fine looking example - excellent condition 

Aiola pre-amp - beautifully made - very little use - boxed

Revel M20 bookshelf loudspeakers - Santos Rosewood - with stands 

Sugden Masterclass integrated amplifier inc' phono - marvellous - beefy 

Nordost Quattro Fil interconnect -1m set - boxed

Nordost Quattro Fil interconnect - 2m set - boxed

Nordost Blue Heaven speaker cable - 4m - revision 2 - boxed

Croll Epoch pre-amplifier with mm phono

Croll Charisma pre-amplifier as above & series regulated valve p/supply 

Uvlng Voice loudspeakers - various ex-dem. part-ex seconds. please call 

Primare D30.2 CD player

Nothngham Analogue Spacedeck. RB30. Reson Reca & LV Mat

Tom Evans Groove - 4 years old

Audio Innovations series 200 pre-amp - excellent phono stage

Art Audio VP 1 - pre-amp - original with phono - tired

Towruhend Audio Sesmik Sink - 3DHD (100 kilos) 48x48

SALE NEW ■

^£40 £5640
I £45080 £7000

£3£30 £600) .
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£3£30 £500
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^£40 £1350

£4£480 £84000
£900 ^00
^£250 £1^00 |

£900 £1600 !

U£60 £1300 1

£100
£1500 £500
^£350 £6500 i

£1250 £400
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£120
£280 £600 :

££450 £650 I

£1750 ^£350
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£1250 £250 i
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£100 £250 '

£950 £500 :
£3£340 £540 .
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£1700 £500 I
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£700 £180 !

£1250 ££20) !

^£20 £500
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£250 £465 1

£180
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Heatherdale
eaudio limited

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BNl 4 OEJ
Web: hifi-stereo.com E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com

Telephone: 01903 872288 Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234 

--------  •--------
Speakers: CD Players, Transports and DACs:
Origin Live OL-2 speakers £250 Sonic Frontiers Transport 3 (SK new) only £1995
Kef Concord speakers £150 Denon DCD 590 CD player

Sony CDP M4 l CD p larcer
£60

Elac CL330 Jet skeokers with stands
Revel Salon block gloss aluminium side panels (mint)

£995 £60
£9995 Pioneer PD-S502 CD player £95

Living Voice OBX R2 Speakers £2,800 Pioneer PD-S703 CD player £95
Dynaudio Audience 7 speakers & stands £395 Meridian G08 CD player, mint, boxed £1295
Hales Transcendence 5 Loudspeakers £2900 Esoteric XOl CD/SACD player, ex-demo, mint, fully guaranteed £POA
TDL RTL3 speakers £95 Micromega Leader CD player £170
Tonnoy Westminster Royal HE speakers £9995 Miscellaneous:

Hitachi FT5500 Mk11 tuner £125
Pre-amps:
Conrad Johnson MC 10 FET pre-amp £395

Sony ST-SE570 tuner
Accuphase DS 1 200V power supply
Technics ST-GT550 tuner

£60 
£3495

£65Nairn Noe 92 with Nop 90/3 amp £595 Winds stylus gauge £425Proceed PAV pre-amp
Mark Levinson 26S balanced pre-amp

£995 
£2500 Transparent Musicwave-plus speaker cable 1Oft, pair 

Quad FM4 tuner (late model)
£425 
£195Mork Levinson ML28 with phone stage £995 AVI tuner £675

Amplifiers:
Turntables, Cartridges and Tonearms:
Audio Tekne cartridge with step-up transformer £2495

Audionote Neira mono-blocks £5495 My Sonic Eminent cartridge (new) £2750
Perreuox 200ip int. amp £1095 Project 9c S carbon fibre silver wired arm 

Trichord Delphini with power supply
£375

Mork Levinson ML383 integrated amp £2995 £595
Classe CA201 amp £1995 Kingshaw Perception phono stage with power supply £350
Arcom Alpha 8P power amp £195

Main Dealer for:Kara Triode l OOSB £3500
Ayre AX-7 Integroted Amp £1,495 Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel
Mork Levinson 432 Power Amp £4995 speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Villetri speakers, SME,
Mark Levinson 20.5 Reference Monoblocks £4500 Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.
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hifisound by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts in the North East

www.2ndhandhifi. co. uk

hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 7TE. Tel: 01325 241888 Email: choice@hifisound.co.uk 
NEW DEMONSTRATORS INCLUDE: AYRE ACOUSTICS 7 EVOLUTION SERIES, CHORD ELECTRONICS CHORAL RANGE, WAD/A 302,

USHER DANCER 8571 MK2Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Atacama, Audio Analogue, AVI, Ayre Acoustics, Chord Cable, Chord Electronics, Consonance, Creaktiv, Custom Design, Esoteric, Grado, lsotek, Kudos, Monitor Audio, Nbien, Neat, Opera, Pathos, Primare, Pure, Resolution Audio, Revolver, Roksan, Shanling, Standesign, Sugden, System Audio, TEAC, Triangle, Unison Research, Usher Audio, Van Den Hui, Wadia and more!

...........   • - ■ “ •

..what are you up for?
Digital

Advantage COS1, ex boxed BARGAIN!!!
Arcam CD72T, black REDUCED
Arcam DV79 REDUCED
Arcam CD192 (Upgraded 82). as new boxed
Arcam CD23 Silver, excellent
Audio ^Analogue Maestro 192124 ex dem 
Audiomelca Mephisto transansport, ex boxed remote 
Audio Synthesis Tran^nd Ref/Dax Discrete Var 
AVI 20 Reference CO player REDUCED
AVI 20 DAG very rare off board unit REDUCED 
Ayre Acoustics CX7, as nnew boxed. beautiful 
Cambridge Audio 640C. ex remote boxed 
Chord DAC64, superb upgrade 
Consonance CD Ref 2.2, ex dem boxed 
(bon^na^ CD120 Linear ex dem bargain 
Copland CD266, ex remote new laser
Cyrus Ouanra. chi tuner, UNDER HALF PRICEI 
Esoteric DI/SOS new, lull warranty, LAST ONEI 
Heart CD^60, meddeld tube player boxed 
Krell KAV3COCD, as new boxed 
Marantz CD17 Kl Signature, excellent 
Marantz DR600 recorder c/W remote 
Meridian 50 563 DAC upgraded to 566, ex 
Meridian 200 Transport« excellent order
Meridian 203 DAC excellent
Micromega DAC1 excellent
Micromega T-drive and T-dac nr mint boxed 
Monarchy DIP vgc REDUCED 
Musical Fidelity X24K REDUCED
Musical Fidelity Kw SAGO as new REDUCED AGAIN 
Musical Fidelity X-Ray, excellent, boxed REDUCED 
Musical Fidelity 3.2, nr mint boxed 
NAIM CD3, ex boxed with remote 
NAIM CDSX, as new
NVA Transparent Statement, ex crated REDUCED 
Proceed PDT2, nr mint boxed REDUCED 
Shanling CDT100, excellent order 
Shanling CDTBO as new
Stello DA200DAC/PRE , 241192 Upsampling, WOW! 
Stello CDA200SE , a STEAL
Stello COA320 (new £1650), as new boxed
Sugden Bijou CD Master . 
TACT Audio CD1, asnew boxed 
TAG Mclaren DAC20, as new boxed 
TAG Mclaren CD20R, as new boxed 
TEAC P1, rare as Mega Transport 
TEAC VRDS9, excellent, remote 
Trichord Pulsar DAC, as new (£280!)

Radio and Recorders
AVI Lab Senes vgc, ex dem
AVS20W Tuner vgc boxed REDUCED 
Harman Kardon TU970 DAB/FM New 
Linn Kudos excellent
Nakamichi CR!E 
Pure 701ES, new 
Quad 99, as new boxed 
Rega Radio REDUCED 
Revox B760, excellent 
Sony 777ES DAB Tuner 
Technics STG1000 superb and very rare DAB tuner 
Technics SJMD150, sooght after minidisc recofder
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Amplifiers
Acroustic Arts Amp 1 ex, boxed
Accoustic Arts Amp 2HP ex, boxed
Acceustic Arts Pre 1 and Pow 1, excellent, £6k + new
Arcam Alpha FMJ C30 Preamp ex boxed REDUCED
Arcam ASS ex boxed REDUCED
Arcam A32. ex silver chi remote
Arcam P35, ex silver
Audio Research LS7 Preamp
Audio Research D130 Power, ex
Audio Research D70 Power, ex REDUCED
Audio Research SP12 Pre, ex REDUCED
Audio Research SP14 Pre, ex REDUCED
Audio Synthesis Desire Monoblceks, one of beauties
Audio Valve Eclipse Preamp, ex boxed
Audio Valve Baldur 200 Monobloods • incredible (£10k new) 
AVI S280 Integrated, fantastic one box solution REDUCED 
Cairn Mea Monobloods, ex in silver
Cairn lon T2 Monottoods.mint in bladk
Conrad Johnson PV12/Premier11a, as new boxed 
Concenance Signature 10, v lovely 2A3 valve integrated 
(bon^na^ Ref 8.8, chi remote, uses 6550s to great effect 
Counterpom! SA12 Hybrid power, ex boxed. v nice indeed 
Cyrus 5 Integrated, ex boxed REDUCED
Cyrus 71ntegrated,exboxed
Graaf WBT2 and 50/50 Pre/fawer compo ex boxed
ITL. MAMMA 100JMA100 Pre/Power x2 lovely combo NOW
Krell KSA100S, just fantastic
Krell KAV300i, exce!len1 boxed
Krell KAV400xi, excellent boxed
LinnKolektWor,excelient
Linn Kaim Pro, excellent boxed,
Linn LK100 power, ex boxed REDUCED
Linn LK140 power, ex
Lino Majik, ex, clw remote, bargain Itnn intro, REDUCED
Lino LK85,excettent
LiMKlout,excellent
Macintosh MA680 Integrated, ex. remote, boxed
Marantz PM66SE KI Signature, excellent with remote 
Marantz MA80 Monoblocks
Musical Fidelity ft3a Pre/Power combo, vgc
Musical Fidelity The Preamp REDUCED
Musical Fidelity M3 Nu Vista Integrated, ex boxed
NA!M 721180/HICAP pre/^erfps combo REDUCED
NAIM 92/90 pre,,lpower combo, ex boxed, REDUCED
NAIM NAC32.5 pre REDUCE
NA:M NAP1-W Olee.boed. REDUCED AGAIN
Quad 909 Power, excellent boxed
Quad 606 Mk1 Power
Quad 50 Monobloods REDUCED
Quad 44 Preamp, 405 and 405/'l/2 Power amps NOW from 
Quad33^80,vgc for year fully se^icpg
Rogers E20a, integrated valve amp, v ntce trdeed
Aothwell lndus pre and Reflection monos, ex boxed
Rotel RC995 superb preamp with system remote REDUCED
Aotel RA03 integrated, ex boxed
Aotel RMB1066. 6 channel, ex boxed
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pre ll and Power 1, BARGAIN!
Stello DA20ACIPRE , 241192 Upsampling.WQWI
Stello M200 Monobiocks
Sugden AU21 Power, vgc in black
TAG McLarenPAIO, as newboxed qualifypre 
TAG MMclaren 60P Power amp, as new boxed 
Tube Toodnology Prophet Pre excellent Caft
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Speakers
Acoustic Energy AE2, ex black
Acoustic Energy Aegis EVO 3 in Maple as new
Audiovector M3 Sig, active crossovers, new £4k+, amazing
AVI Positron Mk2 in Walnut Burr REDUCED
AVI NuNeutroo, call for details
B&W CDM2SE
B&W 704, excellent boxed
Castle Richmond 3, excellent boxed
Celeslion SL6, OK coodrtion with stands
Celestion SL6S, excellent example of seminal standmount
Duevel Bella Luna, details to follow
JM Lab Chorus 714, excellent boxed
KEF i01, as new walnut
KEF 05, cosmetically challenged in black ash, CHEAP!
Linn KeMik, absolute bargain!
Linn lsobarik, excellent
Living Voice Auditorium, ex boxed
Martin Logan Aerius. ex boxed
Mirage FRx9, boxed in beech chi active subs, mega1. NON
Mission 752F,in rosewood excellent
Monitor Audio GS20 as new
Monitor Audio Radius 270 excellent
Morutor Audio GR1O nr mint boxed in silver REDUCED
Monrtor Audio ASS, ex dem in cherry
Monitor Audio Bronze Range end or line stock NEW 
Monsoon Audio FPF1000 excellent, ribbon/dipoles NON 
NAIM Credo.excellent boxed in cherryCa
Nbien DXS Standmount ex dem, boxed NOW
Neat Acoustics Motive 3 Cherry, as new boxed
Neat Acoustics Petite 3 SE chi Ultimatum bass drivers NOW
Proac Studio 150 cherry REDUCED
QUAD 11L Standmount, • REDUCED NOW FROM
Revolver R33 ex dem, well reviewed bargam
Revolver RW16, excellent cherry boxed
SonusFaber Concerto chi SF Stands
Spender S3/5 nr mint boxed i n cherry
Spendor LS315a, in btack
Spendor BC3. Due in
Tandberg Studio Monitor Large!
Usher Audio S320 as new
Usher Audio A737, ex dem
Usher Audio 8871mk2, call for details
WAD KLS9 kil, prolessional CNC cabs REDUCED

Accessories/Systems
Audioquest PPython RCA 1m REDUCED
AVI S2000 • Rei CO, Tuner, Integrated • Save loads!!!
Chord Anthem RCA 1m
Chord Chorus RCA 1m
Chord Indigo, as new save loads!
H Kardon AVR635 - was £180
lsotek Nova, cancelled order SAVE LOADS
JBL Control 1, Cheaper than Mr Richer
Linn Classik K with onboard tuoer, as new boxed
Musical Fidelity X10Dv3 excellenl
Musical Fdelrty Xcanv3 as new
Nairn Hicap original
Naim Hicap in olive
Stello CDT200, DP200 ard pair M200 monos, (£511+ new)
TEAC CRH255 One box mini with DAB, new
TEAC DV20D DVD player and AG7D 6.1 amp xld save £150

Analogue
699 Ariston ROSO, wood finish ex condition
249 Ariston AD80, black finish ex condition

1699 Ariston ADI 15 chi Infiniy Back Widow, excellent
229 Clearaudio Ref,TOI arm,Accurate cart, (new £8880)
199 Clearaudio Smart phooo excellent little thing
199 Clearaudio Matnx cleaning m/c
949 Clearaudio Exact Stylus gauge __ ,
149 2=!raudio Ambient chiCa to Satisfy arm (£3200 new)
349 Dynavoodor, DV20, excellent minimal use
349 Eledr^mpanniel EP1, mmlmc, Lynwood pls, NOW ONLY

1499 JBE SlateSenes ^^^»n4 rare as...
279 Kinstiaw Perception phonostage and pls
179 LFD MMO Phono stage
Call linn LP12,lttoll IVll
799 Uinn lP12,OL DC Kit
Call Lmn LP12, Valhalla, no arm

1199 Linn lttok 12", VERY VERY RARE ITEM, REDUCED
1199 LiMLP12, LVX arm, good order
479 Manticore Mantra, RB250, excellent bargain
379 Michell ISo.tlera, excellent grourd>reakmg phone stage

1199 Michell OOrbe. full version AC motor
349 Michell Transaiptors Reference Hydraulic/Fluid arm, NOW
399 Michell Tecnoarm, excellent boxed
349 Mission 774 original arm
Call MRM Source, chi large p/s, REDUCED
479 Musical Fidelity XLPS, original tube as new boxed

II Musical Fidelity XlPv3, excellenl
199 NAIM Stage!ine,excellent
449 Oracle Delphi 3, excellent bargain
529 Oracle Delphi 3 wrth Ol kit
599 Origin Live Ultra dood with off board p/s SME cut NOW
179 Origin Live OL 1 with stub to and full rewire
249 Ortofon MC25FL. excellent boxed
279 Ortoton Kontrapoiia B, excellent
699 Ortofon MC20 Supreme. excellent boxed
399 Pink Triangle LPTIRB250, the best I've seen
449 PinkTriaÆPT1 .. . .
Call Project RPM5, excellent ex dem
399 Projcut Classic Cherry, ex cJw G1042 cert, REDUCED
279 Project Tube box, MINT as new, boxed

1199 Rega RB300, excellent
Call Roksan Xeo:es, chi RBJ00 excellent
179 Roksan Xerxes, ex in stunning rosewood, SME cut, NOW 

Roksan Radius 5, as new, REDUCED
SME 3009,excelllent boxeded
SME IV.excellent
Systemdek llX900

149 Technics S1150/SME3009
999 Technics SL1210mk2 light bomelstic use only
199 Thorens TD124,excewood
129 Thorens TD160b boxed,REDUCED
599 Thorens TD1251SME3009, REDUCED
449 Thorens T01 MbMa^are vgc, REDUCED
Call Tom Evans Micrpgrocve, ex dem
Call Trancepotors Saturn, !air, NON ONLY
599 Transcnptors Skellelto^elstigal. REDUCED
179 Trichord Delphiniarllp/s
179 Trichord Dia^to, add on Never Connected PSU ex dem
399 Trichid'ord Diablo, ad on PSU1 ex dem
549 Voyd Voyd, Helius Good excellent cJw of1board p/s

2950 Voyd Va!di,excelten!^w ooodardp/s
Call VPI 16.5 ClearWig Mactine, calf for details
329 VPI tout, chi JMW arm, ex boxed

149
149
250

3999 
Call

1099
79

1999
229 
300
349
479
179 
749

899 
399
229 
249

1399
599 
299
149 
449
129 
199 
Call 
649
699 
179 
249
179 
399 
249 
379 
479 
Call 
329 
249 
129 
449 
449 
679 
249 
799

99 
179
249 
Call
179 
329
229 
Call 
299 
779 
499 
379 
199 
899 
449 
379 
849

Tel 0845 6019390 lo-call, or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
Quality hifi equipment always required for cash ... Call us before you trade in ... Commission Sales too

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CALL TO SPEAK TO A REAL PERSON TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5-ISH

turntableworld!
Aesthetix Rhea - the best phono stage you will ever hear?

SME 20/2a - the one you always wanted. Graham Phantom - really not that scary - Moth, VPI, Clearaudio RCMs - what a difference Our Dern facilities offer a wide selection of all types of analogue equipment from all the best brands including ...Aesthetix, Clearaudio, Decent Audio, Dynavector, Tom Evans, Goldring, Grado, Graham, Hadcock, Lyra, Michell, Moth, Nottingham Analogue, Origin Live, Ortofon, Project, Roksan, Rothwell, Graham Slee, Shure, SME, Sumiko, Transfiguration, Trichord, Whest Audio and Wilson Benesch and VPI.
turntab/ewor/df is at hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington DL3 7TE

Tel 01325 241888 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

mailto:choice@hifisound.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk
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SERVICE IN A DK HI-FI MAG Private ads [ Znd Hand HrFi & Home Cmema Buyer ,

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and ifyou 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town 
or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to: 
dan.george@futurenet co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi 
Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 
6NW. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

FOR SALE

ATC ACTIVE 20 speakers, superb 
standmounts in aluminium and 
black, as new condition with 
boxes, includes free metallic silver 
Atacama R724 supports with 
lead filling, £2,200. 07952 
535740 (E.Sussex).
ATC SCA 2 preamplifier. New in 
February 2006 and in as new 
condition. Balance of six-year 
warranty, (£3,929) £1,950. Ian 
07941 424322 orOl7B9 
261585 or email ian.brunt@zen. 
co.uk (Warwickshire).
AUDIOLAB power amplifiers, 
late F serial numbers. PX and SX 
available, in unmarked working 
order with boxes and instructions, 
£360 and £250 respectively. Or, 
a deal for both. Email 
p.deeprose@deeprose.co.uk 
01483 82319 (Guildford).
AUDIOSYNTHESIS Transcend 
CD transport, £1,350. Perpetual 
technologies PIA/P3A modright 
signature II power supply 
upgrade, fl,150ono. All items 
mint and boxed. 01455 212362 
or 07795 671932 (Warks).
AUDIOZONE AMP-1 integrated 
amplifier, twin volume control, 
outboard powersupply, mint, 
£950. 07 7 65 808374 (Lanes) 
B&W DM601 S3 speakers, 
unmarked, as new condition in 
sorrento. Boxed etc. £180. Apollo 
Olympus 50cm stands, mint work 
very well with B&Ws, £35. May 
deliver, readvertised due to time 
waster. Chris 01766 781211 
(Harlech).

f B&W 604 S3 black, four months
old, boxed, mint condition, 
(£800) £60QThomas 07835 
056237 (Netts).
CASTLE RICHMOND 31 
speakers in dark wood veneer, 15 
months old, £175. 01502 
583806 (Suffolk).

GRYPHON CALLISTO 2200 
integrated amplifier. 200 watts, 
vgc, terrific clarity and dynamics. 
(f4,500) £2,250. 07968 189647 
(London).
KEF Q35.2 black floorstanding 
speakers, boxed as new, E140. 
07760 120668 (West Yorks) 
KIMBER 8VS speaker cable with 
quality plugs, 3.5 metre pair, £70. 
01495 717921 (Gwent).
JAMO CONCERT 11 
loudspeakers. Maple, five years 
old, excellent condition. (£2,300) 
£600, with boxes. 01279 718072 
(Herts/Essex).
LINN KLIMAX power amplifier, 
pair of 500 solos, £6,500. Pair of 
Chakra 500 twins, £2.750 each. 
Excellent condition, boxed, 
interconnects. Barrie 01323 
487781 (East Sussex).
LINN SONDEK LP12, Lingo
PSU, Ittok arm, Dynavector Karat 
17D2 (new). All mint and superb 
sound, El,250ono. Custom made 
six-tier equipment rack, spiked 
top and bottom. Looks great 
sounds better. (£700) £210. Andy 
0115 9126424 (Midlands) 
LUXMAN D322 CD player with 
variable output, boxed, in as new 
condition with manual and 
remote, £150ono. John 07855 
121587 (W.Yorks). □

CEC TLO vgc, £5,500. Reimyo 
DMP777, £2,000. Z-Systems 
12DP1, £1,500. Quad 33, as new, 
£150. NOS DAC, £100. Ocas five, 
metre cables, £100. 07791 
720602 (London) .
CELESTION Sl6000 system;
Sl6000si speakers, SL6000 
subwoofers, electronics control 
crossover unit, Excellent 
condition, original boxes and 
manuals, £500. 01257 277857 
(Lanes).
CYRUS 8VS amplifier, silver, 
award winner, mint condition, 
hardly used, boxed, fantastic 
sound and power, £550. 07739 
822360 (London)
CYRUS DVD7 mint condition, 
silver, with Russ Andrews Oak 
Cone Feet. Excellent sound and 
picture and fantastic with CD 
playback. Can demo, £350. 
01234 306930 (Bedford).
CYRUS CDS with PSX-R, 
Audiolab 8000S and BOOOPX 
pre/power, Mission 753 Freedom 
very good condition, El,500, may 
split. 07881 601783 (Berks).
EAR 869 SINGLE ENDED valve 
amp, 15 watt, vgc, (£2,200) 
£1,100. 01903 506479 
(W.Sussex).
EPOS MlS.2 floorstanding 
speakers including plinths, light 
cherry, mint condition, (£779) 
£37 5. Partington Super 
Dreadnought speaker stands 
including toppers, graphite, mint, 
(£160) £100. Philip 020 8923 
9757 (London)
GENESIS 6.1 E maple Cebuano 
rosewood. Approx 50 hours use. 
Cancelled customer order, £3,100. 
Genesis G928 servo sub, same 
story, figured maple, virtually 
new, fl,250. All items boxed and 
superb. 020 8657 0680 
(Croydon).

IWANTE^^^M
ATLAS OR NORDOST Red Dawn 
interconnect 07810 1039008
(Yorks).
BRYSTON 3BST power amp
01803 523553 (Paignton).
MUSICAL FIDELITY PlSO power 
amps, will collect, must be vgc.
07733 167226 (W.Yorks)
MUSICAL FIDELITY TRI-VISTA
DAC21 in mint condition. Willing 
to pay good price. No scratches or 
dents please and fully functioning. 
07772 291425 ((Tyne and Wear).
ORIGIN LIVE SILVER tonearm.
Must be good condition 01443 
832372 (Wales).
PINCH ROLLER part number 
642-001 for Ferrograph Series Y 
open reel tape deck. 01592 
750643 (Fife) .
PIONEER A300R precision 
amplifier. 1970's Sugden A21a.
Onyx A021. Nytech. Nairn Nait 
amp. Inca Tech Claymore.
Sonneteer Campion amp. Nordost 
Red Dawn. 07810 103908 (West 
Yorkshire).
STAX OMEGA electrostatic 
earspeakers up to fl,000 for mint 
condition example. 01333 311247 
(Scotland).
WHARFEDALE 708 speakers 
023 8073 8935 (Essex).

BUYING TIPS
Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 
component could be trouble - have a proper dem, and judge the seller 
as well as the goodsi.
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[ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Private ads

FOR SALE

C LS3/ SA ORIGINAL BBC 
Chartwell speakers on stands, 
offers. KEF Concerto speakers, 
£80. Marantz CD63 Mkll Kl, 
£175. Kenwood KX-5010 cassette 
recorder, £50. Denon TU660L 
AM/FM tuner, £55. 01865 
882507 (Oxon).
MARANTZ PM66SE amplifier, 
£75. CD52 MKll CD player, £45. 
Trio KTlOOO tuner, vintage 1970, 
professional re-fit in 2005, £70 
0113 2506743 (WYorks).
MERIDIAN 200 CD and 203
D to A, pair of Linn Kaber 500 
speakers powered by Linn LKl 
preamp and Dirak power supply. 
Linn LK280 power amp, spark 
power supply, tri-wired, all in 
unmarked condition in original 
boxes. Needs to go, best sensible 
offer secures. 01242 577777 or 
07831 762500 (Cheltenham).
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 CD 
player, Cyrus 3 amp, Cyrus power 
amp, KAR Volante Evolution 
floorstanding speakers, Denon 
ORM 30 HX Cassette Deck, plus 
interconnects/cables (£400), 
equipment stand (£350), total 
value around £3,500. Excellent 
sound and condition, complete 
system, f950ono. 01785 816328 
(Staffordshire).

Above: Cyrus CDS CD player

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenetco.uk or alternatively, use the postal form 
below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly 
also include your telephone number and home town or county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.I 
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Date___________

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:
Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW.

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 
integrated amp £450. A3 CR 
power amp £450. KEF Reference 
1.2 in cherry, vgc, £450. All for 
f 1,350 with free vdH CS 122 
speaker cable and interconnect. 
07973 636413 (Bath) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY KW DM25 
two-box CD player. Brand new, 
boxed, superb sound, genuine 
reason for sale. (£4,000) 
f3,125ovno. 0115 912 6424 
(Notts).
MUSICAL FIDELITY M3 Nu- 
Vista integrated amp, excellent 
condition, boxed with ancillaries. 
(£3,000) El,500. Michael 01772 
234563 day, 752379 eve 
(Preston).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-PRE V3 
preamp and XP200 power amp, 
mint, boxed, El,250. Saverio 
01332 843758 (Derbys).
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1001
Class A integrated amplifier, 200 
watts, mint condition, with box, 
manual, etc. superb. (£2,500), 
£800. Linn Classic one box CD 
system, dark green, as new 
condition, with remote, cables, etc 
£650. Ruark Epilogue II 
loudspeakers, mint, boxed, £220. 
Mick 01252 870861 (North 
Hampshire).

Advertisement

NAO 524 CD player, £125. T562 
DVD, £125. Both remotes and 
instructions. Optimum 6000AV 
stand, chrome legs, f 150. Buyer 
collects 07976 956298 (Devon) 
NAIM NAC82 preamp (1999) 
with latest style NAPsc, remote, 
manual, leads, box. Excellent 
condition. Demonstration 
preferred, E 1,050ono. 07973 
785360 (Sussex).
NAIM NAC82 and MM phono, 
El,200. NAP 180, £700. SBL 
black, latest drivers, fl,100. All 
boxed 020 7253 4469 (London). 
NAIM NATOl superlative tuner, 
early model, excellent condition, 
reluctant sale, original packaging, 
£600 including carriage and 
insurance. 003531 4591432 
(Dublin)
PIONEER SA420 amp (£30), 
TX520L tuner (£25), CT200 
cassette (£20), CS353 speakers 
(£20) or £75 the lot. Arcam 
Alpha CD, good condition, £70. 
Sound Organisation five shelf rack 
(v.good), £60. Adam 07976 113 
219 (Essex).
PMC OBl speakers, light oak, 
nice condition, El,350 may part
ex with high quality standmount. 
07980 467009 (Cheshire) 
QUAD 22L speakers piano 
finish, few hours use, £350. Quad 
67 CD player, £125. 020 8671 
6560 (London).
QUAD 31/ 306 pre/power amp. 
Grey, heavy duty speaker 
connectors and new caps. 
Excellent condition, £250 pair. 
0121 382 0145 (Birmingham). 
QUAD 99 preamp, £375. 99 FM 
tuner, £350, mint boxed, free 

. Thorens TD160 turntable if both 
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bought. Spare 99 remote, £20. 
Russ Andrews four-way Yello 
power block, £30. 023 8073 
8935 (Essex).
QUAD 99 preamp, Quad 909 
power amp unused. Second 
system, as new, £900. 0191 
4171669 after 6pm (Tyne and 
Wear).
QUANTUM Ill space v. time 
speaker cable (two-metre lengths), 
£125. 01803 523553 (Paignton). 
REGA ALYA loudspeakers cherry 
veneer 15 months old, as new, 
little used, £200. 07929 065484 
(Wigan).
REVEL PERFORMA F50 
high-end floorstanding 
loudspeakers in beautiful dark 
cherry veneer. Mint condition, 
dearly loved and with very little 
use. Fully boxed. (£6,500) 
£2,950. 07881 821023 (Essex).
ROKSAN XERSES record player 
in black ash, with PSU/XPS 3.5 
power supply including Roksan 
Tabriz 21 tonearm. Vgc one 
owner, £550. 01625 502204 or 
07976 838461 (Cheshire).
RUARK CRUSADER 11 black ash 
veneer, excellent condition £600. 
01268 5402140 (Essex).
RUSS ANDREWS Powerblock 
with Megaclamp, eight sockets, 
one year old, perfect condition, 
f165ono. Audioquest Indigo + 
speaker cable, 2x3mtr pairs, fitted 
with 4mm QED Airloc banana 
plugs. Excellent condition, 
E60ono. Ray 01900 606650 
(Workington).
SONUS FABER CONCERTINOS, 
walnut, mint, original bi-wire 
version, £195. Quad 99 power 
amp, mint, £150. 07941 174804 
(Berks).
SUGDEN C51/ P51 pre/power 
amps, f250ono. Aurex mini 
system 15, £250. Both fine 
amplifiers in excellent condition 
01708 457691 (Essex).
TRANSPARENT ULTRA 
balanced interconnect, 4.5metre. 
Excellent condition with original 
box. (fl,949) £650. Superb full 
range and dynamic sound. Ideal 
for pre/power amp or active 
speaker. 07973 220663 
(Leicestershire).
WILSON BENESCH ORATOR 
loudspeakers latest spec, red cherry, 
as new one owner, £2,000 no offers 
please. 01268 415017 (Essex).
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Performa nee
series

L2 Series Loudspeakers 
99 Series Electronics

Quad L2 series Loudspeakers

What's different? - L2 is much more than 
just a cosmetic overhaul. A new high- 
resolution tweeter using aluminium 
voice-coils and a heat-sink to reduce 
thermal compression; improved mid
range clarity through the use of a low- 
profile chassis, new internal bracing, 
improved terminals and a new design 
of vibration-isolated plinth.

What's the same? - The refinement 
and quality that has made the Quad 
L-series the nation's favourite for the 
last four years has been brought right 
up to date - again leading the class in 
performance and value. the closest approach to the original sound.

Quad Electroacoustics Ltd, 
IAG House, Sovereign Court, Ermine 

Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 
6XU

Tel 01480 447700, Fax 01480 431767 
www.quad-hifi.co.uk

http://www.quad-hifi.co.uk


B&W Bowers&Wilkins

The new B&W 800 Series
Incorporating B&W crossover technology

Audio signals are like spring water. The further they flow from their source, the greater the risk to their natural purity and vitality. Like a glass of cool, clear water, fresh from the stream, nothing compares to hearing music with the cleansing clarity it was created with.At B&W, we like to get listeners as close to the source as possible. The signal path in an 800 Series speaker couldn’t be any shorter, simpler or sweeter. By optimising, in every detail, the mechanical design of the drive units, we minimise the need for extra electrical components in the crossover. Less quantity, more quality. Every component we do use is handpicked after painstaking listening tests. Together in the 800 Series crossover, they deliver sound with every original nuance and texture intact. -Not all water tastes the same. No other speakers sound like the 800 Series.
www.bw800.com
Visit our website and order your free DVD
Call +44(0)1903 221 500

■JQ x (Inly 800 Series models with this symbol use
8&W diamond tweeter technology

http://www.bw800.com
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