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• Our tests are the most rigorous in the business, conducted by the 
UK's most experienced team of hi-fi reviewers.

• Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 
no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

MCOLM

Tim Bowern Editor

A former HFC editor, 
Paul has been writing 
about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for nearly 30 
years. In that time he 
has become one of the 
world's most respected 
scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

Dan is a hi-fi nut whose 
dream came true when 
he became HFCs 
reviews editor. Armed 
wth a bristling contacts 
book and a pair of 
razor-sharp ears, he 
ensures that only 
interesting products 
make it into HFC.

Former editor of HAH 
Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the 
best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of 
the 1980s and 1990s 
He currently edits hi-fi 
industry bible The 
British Audio Journal.

An award-winning 
journalist, David's sharp 
ears and equally sharp 
powers of description 
are a valuable mix for 
HFC. He also writes 
about cars, but who 
needs the latest Lotus 
when you've got the 
finest hi-fi to test drive.

Alan began his 
journalistic career in the 
early 1990s. Now a 
successful freelancer, 
you too can benefit 
from his extensive hi-fi 
knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to 
the latest multichannel 
gear... and beyond.

ALVIN
Alvin has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In 
that time he has 
contributed his 
encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost 
every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides).

RICHAF
Richard is a professional 
musician, recording 
engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-ft 
analyst to boot He has 
a knack for writing 
about complicated 
subjects in a readable 
way - and he only 
writes forHFC.

JASON KENNEDt 

Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be 
found in the wilds of 
Sussex indulging 
himself with the very 
best hi-fi money can 
buy. His own system is 
simply sensational and 
his love of music knows 
no bounds.

As we perch precariously on the cusp of another 
New Year, it’s comforting to think that, whatever 
else the world may throw at us, we can always seek 
solace in the comforting sonic arms of our hi-fi 
systems. Where would we be without music? And

how much poorer would we be without high-performance audio gear 
to enrich the emotional quality of our lives?

It is with great sincerity, therefore, that we salute those who labour to 
bring us an ever-improving catalogue of products from which to choose. 
And this despite the increasing pressures that bear down upon those 
seeking to make a living from their hi-fi passion, by designing, building 
and selling components to punters like you and me. The challenges 
posed by the influence of online retail, for instance, and the financial 
burden borne by manufacturers as a result of European legislation. 
Plus, of course, the gargantuan task of improving upon the downward 
qualitative pressures of shifting technology, upholding the traditions 
of hi-fi while traversing the inevitable tide of change. Running a 
profitable hi-fi business has become a truly formidable task.

But still the products keep on coming, from UK sources and abroad. And 
still the quality keeps improving - in this issue alone, we’re carrying 
first-ever tests of brilliant new kit from the likes of Kreil, Gamut and 
Lyngdorf, all set to deliver an abundance of aural pleasure through 
2007 and beyond. We’re also launching a new feature column from 
legendary hi-fi commentator, Ken Kessler - henceforth he’ll be waxing 
lyrical in every issue of Hi-Fi Choice. Enjoy!

THIS ISSUE'S EXPERT WRITERS AND

WHY WE'RE NO.1 FOR HI-FI...

• We now publish 13 issues a year, including two special editions: 
The Collection, an issue dedicated to the finest high-end 
components, and The Hi-Fi Awards-the most important annual 
awards in the hi-fi calendar.

• Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-Ii news, views, 
music, interviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers from the UK and around the world.

• We only review the most interesting and worthy new hi-fi 
components - high-performance audio products across a wide 
range of price points. We obtain more genuine hi-fi exclusives 
than any other magazine - if it's worthy of your attention, you'll 
read about it first in Hi-Fi Choice

• Alongside in-depth component reviews and accessory round-ups, 
every regular issue of Hi-Fi Choice features an Ultimate Group 
Test on a core hi-fi product category - from source components to 
amps and speakers.

• Each Ultimate Croup Test is conducted using a uniquely thorough 
three-step test regime. This consists of carefully controlled 'blind' and 
sighted listening sessions, a full set of laboratory tests and extended 
'hands on' testing by the primary reviewer. No other magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensure accurate comparative reviews.

• Components that best meet our exacting standards are listed 
in the Buyer's Bible section - the world's most reliable reference 
guide for the hi-fi buyer.

• That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...
The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

Beautiful in-house 
photography, so you see 
the product in all its glory

Cherry-picked kit - only — 
the most worthy 
components make it into 
Hi-Fi Choice

Comprehensive in-depth 
reviews - we give you the - 
full story

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside----------------------------

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information--------------------

Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a product —

Wooden it be nice?

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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The ultimate guide to high performance 
hi-fi and AV, gathering together all our 
favourite products for your perusal. Your 
shortlist starts here...
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••you WILL UNDERSTAND THE NOTION OF LIQUIDITY IN SOUND AND
YOU WILL MARVEL AT THE COHERENCE"

HI FI NEWS I JULY 06 I KEN KESSLER I DUETTE

"THEIR PERFORMANCE IS =, OPTIMIZED AND IDEALLY SITED
IT REALLY IS CTACULAR”

HI FI PLUS / ISSUE 47 I ROY GREGORY I DUETTE

PROVO - NANCE

callhome theatre sound playback. Now that's what we 

"Provenance".

For your nearest dealer contact:

info@absolutesounds.com Swww.absolutesounds

absolute sounds ltd
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62

■ Provo, Utah^s hi-fi artisans. the 

^B speaker builders of Wilson Audio, 
have now been at the top of the 

B high-end tree for three decades . Recent 

^B recognition of their achievements tells us 

^B that complacency has yet to affect David A.

Wilsons enthusiasm, as is evident in the 

" rave reviews afforded the stunning new small 

speaker, the Duette • a Wilson ’first' designed 

to perform as well against walls or on shelves 

as it does in free space. The award-winning Alexandria has 

been acknowledged globally as the greatest cost-no-object 

speaker available today. As the Alexandria paves the way for 

new and exciting advances in music reproduction, so, too, does 

the deliriously exciting Wilson WATT Puppy System 8, which 

remains the benchrnark for consumers who desire compact 

speakers that demonstrate zero compromise. For this 

season. we're pleased to note that its single-chassis 

sister, the sublime Sophia has been revised to earn 

the Sophia 2 name. And for the comprehensive 

embrace of authentic surround-sound, only the 

wall-mountable effects speakers and centre channel 

model 111 the WATCH range achieve the ultimate in

Wilson Audio

mailto:info@absolutesounds.com
http://www.absolutesounds
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

»

PRODUCT Triangle Magellan Concerto sw2

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE £14,750 per pair

Hi-Fi Choice first reviewed Triangle's 
magnificent Magellan Concerto

KEY FEATURES Bipolar diffusion O New drive 
units O Ten-coat lacquering O Decoupled midrange 
drivers O Sensitivity: 90dB

CONTACT Q 01753 652669
® www.triangle-fr.com

CONCERTO SW2

speaker almost exactly two years ago, in 
HFC 262. Since then, the speaker specialist 
has been carefully crafting an expanded 
Magellan range, including a new version of 
the second-from-top Concerto

Despite the post-code suffix, the new 
Magellan Concerto sw2 is not made in 
Clapham Junction - the French are 
responsible for this beauty. According to 
Triangle, the development of the sw2 has 
been both a search for the absolute and a 
labour of love. It features a distinctive front 
and rear-firing tweeter and midrange 
system called DPS (Dynamic Pulse System), 
which is said to make the speakers less 
directional, and therefore less sensitive to 
placement. Triangle claims this creates a 
more natural, lively and expressive sound.

There are all-new drivers for the latest 
Magellan line up, the Concerto featuring 
three dedicated bass units to compliment 
the bipolar treble and midrange array. It's 
said to offer 80 per cent of the flagship 
Magellan's performance, for 50 per cent of 
the price. Find out next month if that's true. 
To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth 

review in the next issue of Hi-Fi Choice

http://www.triangle-fr.com


Minimalist masterpieces
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Stunning sound quality and captivating good looks
CREATE A STRIKING IMPRESSION IN ANY ENVIRONMENT.

CorVU S SINGLE CHANNEL AMPLIFIER

The new Antila CD player with its unique MO2 active differential
MULTl-DAC CONVERTER TECHNOLOGY PROVIDES BREATHTAKING REALISM AND A 

TACTILE PANORAMIC IMAGE.

LIPS ENSURES THE ULTIMATE SIMPLICITY IN USE AND FLEXIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE.

Only through hearing will you truly believe.
To LOCATE YOUR NEAREST DEALER CALL lEEMA ACOUSTICS ON 01938 811900 

OR LOG ON TO WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM

BEAUTIFULLY ENGINEERED SOUND

Hydra slave amplifier lucana audiophile stereo amplifier Cygnus ADVANCED PHONG STAGE

http://WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

CROFT MICRONAUT PRECESSION AND POLESTAR 
PREAMPLIFIER AND POWER AMPLIFIER

®
 Croft, the valve amp specialist, has 
developed a range of half-width amps 

called the Micronaut Series. We've scooped 
the entry-level DC-powered Precession preamp 

- offering a l,OOO-hour battery life - and the 
matching 25-watt Polestar power amp. A key 
advantage of the battery-powered approach is 
the lack of transformer noise, plus energy 
consumption is much lower... and the batteries 
cost around £5 a time.

At £1,400 for the pair, Croft has crammed 
in plenty of audiophile electronics. Eichmann 
provides the socketry, proprietary hybridized 
Croft circuits reside in the power amp and 
each product is designed and hand built here 
in the UK. Croft says its goal is provide "the 
world's best hi-fi at reasonable cost". We'll let 
you know if it's succeeding next issue.

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth 
review in the next issue of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Croft Micronaut Precession and Polestar

TYPE Preamplifier and power amplifier

PRICE (Precession) £600; (Polestar) £800

KEY FEATURES DC powered preamp O Half-width 
dimensions O Stereo/mono configuration O 25 watts

CONTACT 3 01746 716881
» www.eminentaudio.co.uk
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® NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

®
 High-end audio from a hard disk source could be a reality with the new
Imerge S3000 sound server. Now in its fourth generation, the latest design 

promises audiophile sound quality from its Wolfson DACs and is overflowing with 
new technology. Key features include uncompressed recording (16-bit/44kHz), a 
capacity of up to 400GB, four multiplexed zones for simultaneous use and a new 
graphical interface. You can also cluster up to four servers to give 16 possible 
outputs, connect the unit to the internet and search for music by era, genre and 
year, in addition to more common search methods. Expect a review soon.
Price from £1,600 Due now a 01954 783600 ® www.imerge.co.uk

FINAL SOUND 
SPEAKER 
RANGE

®
A new approach to 
electrostatic panel 
design is a key innovation 
in Final Sound's new 

electrostatic speaker 
range. The Dutch expert's 
patented Inverter 
Technology changes the 
way sound and current 
moves inside the 
loudspeaker, by feeding 
the audio signal to the 
diaphragm instead of the stator plates, as in 
conventional electrostatic systems. Final Sound says the 
technique means a stronger, clearer and more 
responsive sound. There are three new models from UK 
distributor UKD, headed by the lOOOi - a 1.8 metre tall, 
full-range panel with extension down to 32Hz.
Price from fl,500 to £4,995 per pair Due now 
e 01753 652669 ;; www.finalsound.com

WILSON BENESCH TORUS

©
 Benesch has engineered an innovative 
high-end bass system that is devoid of traditional 

woofers. Called the Torus System, the 'infrasonic 
generator' has at its heart a l 6kg magnetic core acting 
as a push-pull motor, driving proprietary carbon/Kevlar 
diaphragms. These are configured isobarically, as a kind 
of clamshell, and are claimed by the company to be the

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZOR 640R

®
s-- 'tncqe Audio's budget Azur series has expanded to include a new 7.1-channel
AV receiver, the 640R. It has been specifically designed for high-performance 

surround sound and is said to take an uncompromising approach to music reproduction. 
Key features include HDMI switching, HDTV capability via component or HDMl/DVI and 
multichannel inputs for DVD-Audio/SACD players. Additionally, there is a stereo direct 
mode for serious music listening and seven 100-watt discrete amplifiers.
Price £600 Due now e 0870 900 1000 "-* www.cambridgeaudio.com

stiffest, lightest and most highly damped diaphragms in
the world. The electronics are kept outside of the system
in a separate unit, the Torus 
amplifier. See next issue for an 
in-depth HFC review.
Price Torus £3,000; Torus 
amplifier £2,240 Due now 
e 0114 285 2656
,,. www.wilson-benesch.com
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REGA P2

@ Soundbites

s on from last month's announcement 
budget Rega turntable called the Pl,

NORDOST has launched a new Dual Micro 
Mono Filament HDMI cable called the 
Silver Screen. The OFC conductors are 
helically wrapped Dual Micro Mono 
Filament threads, extruded within a tube 
for low insulation contact. Nordost 
claims it is the most detailed HDMI cable 
on the market. Prices start at £200 for a 
one-metre length, 
a 01635 291357

REL T-SERIES
Hass lovers on a budget will welcome REL’s new entry-level subwoofer range, the T-Series. The three-strong 
line up has been designed from scratch, with all models featuring an active forward-firing woofer, plus a 

downward-firing passive unit The subs all share REL’s high-level input for seamless, high-quality hi-fi integration, 
together with a line-level RCA phono connector and .l /LFE input for home cinema use. The range is available in 
black ash or cherry composite laminate finishes, with high gloss black lacquered rails.
Price from £395 to £595 Due now w 01656 768777 o www.rel.net

©
Following 
of a new t

the Essex-based company has revealed that it has also 
revamped its classic P2 deck. It's entirely British-made 
and sports the classic RB250 tonearm, with Rega's 
Bias 2 cartridge also available as an option. The deck 
has a new, stabilised 22mm platter design for great 
speed stability and a high-quality main bearing and 
sub-platter assembly. The belt-driven P2 also comes 
with an AC synchronous motor.
Price £249 (f300 with Bias 2 cartridge) Due now 
w 01702 333071 e; www.rega.co.uk

BENSEN B-410
This is Densen's new entry-level CD player, the
B-410. It is the first of a new line of CD players 

from the Danish company and is said to outperform
the existing and more expensive B-400 Plus. It uses a 
Densen-modded CD drive with a new clock drive to 
combat jitter, and is upgradable to the forthcoming 
B-420 and B-440 models. Key features include 24-bit 
DAC, Densen's proprietary Class-A output stage and 
"virtually immeasurable jitter".

As with all Densen products, the player comes with 
a lifetime guarantee. Read our full review next month. 
Price El.OOO Due now 
w 07799 146002 ® www.densen.dk

ETON’S new upmarket portable world radio, 
the El, has over 1,700 presets and is 
packed with useful radio features. With a 
large digital display and auto-tuning, the 
El should make filling those presets 
simple. It retails for £400.
S 023 92 313090

HELIOS has a new budget DVD player, 
which it says is the only model on the 
market that can upscale to 1080p 
through HDMI, component and VGA/ 
RGB outputs. The H4000 HD upscales 
standard DVD discs, plus home-produced 
DVD-Rs recorded in MPEG4, DiVX and 
XviD formats. The player is available 
directly from NeoDigits, priced at £90. 
a www.neodigits.com

PURE DIGITAL's latest version of the Elan 
portable DAB radio has completely new 
electronics that include new features such 
as textSCAN, to scroll DAB text, and 
Intellitext, which allows further access to 
text services such as news headlines and 
sports results. The Elan DX40 costs £70. 
S 01923 260511

FLYING MOLE CA-S10

©
Flying Mole, the Japanese digital amplifier specialist, has launched a new stereo integrated 
amplifier with a host of proprietary technology. The CA-S10 is a 100-watt digital stereo amp with 
a dual-mono design and low-noise circuitry, said to offer uncompromised sound. The amp has three 
line-level inputs, a preamp output and a 27-step mechanical volume control, all housed in an aluminium 

case with a lOmm-thick front panel. Expect a review soon.
Price £1,000 Due now a 01442 399548 @ www.flyingmole.co.jp

NAD's latest DVD-A/CD player, the T515 
costs just £200. Capable of playing 
stereo DVD-A, DVD-V and CDs, the new 
player also boasts HDMI connectivity. It 
plays all blank media discs as well as 
DivX, MP3 and WMA encoded discs.
S 01908 319360
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® HAPPENINGS

® The Insider
WorldDAB sets the standard

©
With new countries setting up DAB broadcasting networks, the WorldDAB organisation has been 
investigating ways of using more efficient coding for transmissions, The result is that 'aacPlus', a recent

member of the MPEG-4 codec family, looks like becoming the new standard for digital radio broadcasting.THIS MONTH, HFC TALKS TO...

ARTHUR 
Job Title: F
Company:

What is your most exciting product 
currently in development?
Pickup arms are now the single worst 
component left in the audio chain (and 
surprisingly complex to deal with). So, we need 
to shoot the messenger... in the arm.

Can ‘Generation iPod’ go hi-fi?
Sadly I fear the reality of the question is not 
"Can they be turned?" but "Why would they 
want to be?"

Existing DAB networks use MPEG-2 coding, but this less efficient 
compression system needs at least l28kbps to give 'near CD quality'. 
In contrast, aacPlus is said to deliver the same quality at a mere 
48kbps, which frees up space for more channels. It even claims to be 
able to deliver 5,l surround via l28kbps.

The technology will be used in new territories as well as being 
broadcast alongside existing networks for the mobile phone market 
A trademark of Coding Technologies, aacPlus has been shown to 
perform well in the company's own subjective listening tests.

tBU su€)e'sve listen^ lesi &i 48 k^s stereo

ZZ/'s/Z

CD or vinyl, and why?
CDs limits are pre-defined - simple and serene 
and yet inherently sterile. Vinyl is delicate, 
distracting and demanding of involvement. 
Each performance is unique and exciting.

What type of products really excite you?
So many designs are just 'me too' products. 
Others say more simply 'me', confidently 
reinforcing that you, the buyer, are an 
individual. The designer has actually achieved 
something you want to get involved with and so 
be proud of... long after it has been bought.

Wild Western

©
Western Electric, one of the most iconic names in 
valve audio, is once again making a foray into 
the amplifier market Having been at the top of the 
valve tree for some time, Western Electric recently 

collaborated with Wavelength Audio, in an attempt to 
rebuild some of its classic designs. Sadly, that scheme 
has foundered and Western Electric has decided to try a 
different avenue,

What type of products will consumers be 
buying from you in five years time?
Five years, eh? Through the mists of a rusty 
crystal ball: Eyecatchin', earticklin', 
brainstrummin', fingerstrokin', mindbendin', 
soulcoaxin' - Funky. What ever they are, I pray 
they're not boring.

The company is now licensing an existing design from 
the David Berning Company, which makes ZOTL 
amplifiers that don't require output transformers. The 
Seigfried single-ended amplifier incorporates 300B 
output valves - Western Electric's legendary triode. As 
yet there have been no official announcements 
regarding 
availability and 
price, but by way 
of a guide, the 
David Berning 
Seigfried is priced 
at $6,950 with 
this output tube.

Quieter cubes 
©Wilson Benesch has developed a means of 

reducing cabinet vibration, said to reduce 
radiation from a speaker enclosure by almost 
6dB. By placing a stiffened variant on an auxiliary 
bass radiator directly behind the mam duvet the 
company has provided a means for the energy in 
the box to be absorbed without involving the 
cabinet itself. Uns functions like a dipole, where
there are drive units on 
opposite sides of the 
cabinet, but avoids the 
response fluctuations that 
such an approach can 
create, This technique 
has been applied to the 
firm's new entry-level 
Square range, which can 
be placed close to the 
wall as a result of the 
'quieter' cabinet

® Hi-Fi Diary

JANUARY
27-28 Northern Sound and Vision

Radisson SAS, Manchester Airport 
www chestergroup org
Northern hif and home unema show

FEBRUARY
11 Audiojumble 2007

The Angel Leisure Centre, 
Tonbidge, Kent 
wwwaudiojumble.co.uk 
The place to find vintage hi{i bargains

23-25 Sound & Vision - The Bristol Show 
Mariott City Centre Hotel, Bristol 
www brrstolshow .co uk 
The UK's biggest hi fi show

Abingdon - home of high end
®lt's not often that a new, fully formed, high-end hi-fi company emerges in the UK, but this appears

to be the case with Abingdon Music Research, better known as AMR. The company arrived at the 
Heathrow hi-fi show in September with a complete system finished to a very high standard and featuring 
a number of novel technologies. AMR apparently wants to "revive and build upon extreme audio
principles" and numbers internet audio critic and 
designer Thorsten Loesch among its board members.

AMR's first products are the AM-77 amplifier, a 
hybrid integrated with error correction circuits to 
"remove the drawbacks of solid-state circuits", and the 
CD-77, which offers user variable oversampling along 
with the option to bypass the process entirely. Both 
components are priced at £4,399. The LS-77 
standmount loudspeaker with its aluminium casework 
and PH-77 'super' phono stage are yet to be finalised.

12 HI II I U.As t : .: . As

wwwaudiojumble.co.uk


Look ma, no wires
©

Sony, Panasonic and Samsung are just three of the big names behind a new wireless system for sending high-definition audio and video from one device to another. WirelessHD will initially be transmitting at between two and five gigabits per second. However, the system is said to be capable of running at 20Gbps, which makes it a major competitor for HDMl-wired connections, with the connection between DVD player and projector/display being the most obvious link to be replaced. As a high-speed wireless system, WirelessHD will also bea potential alternative to the forthcoming 802.ll n standard, albeit with more in the way of content protection built in.Its high-speed data rate also makes it potentially useful as a replacement for speaker cables, making active multichannel systems significantly easier to install.
JIMMY"S TWEAKS #48
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES-Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER

Nothing betweeen the speakersA simple but surprisingly effective way of maximising sound quality is to make sure there's nothing situated in the space between your two loudspeakers. Free space between the speakers allows your hi-fi system to image much more coherently and precisely, creating a vivid and believable soundstage. In particular, you'llfind you get a more solid central image - probably because the presence of objects placed centrally causes unwanted reflections. Alas, many users situate their hi-fi and/or a TV screen centrally for practical reasons. Although not ideal, you can reduce the ill effects of this by pulling the speakers as far forward as is practical, while pushing any centrally-placed equipment back towards the rear wall. The worst thing is having the speakers in-line with the items placed in-between - you wouldn't believe how badly this messes things up
TftD HI-FI COMPONENTS lUT 10 WE CANT WAIT FOR IN 2007

1. Nairn SuperNait amplifier
2. Monitor Audio Platinum speakers
3. Rega P2 turntable
4. Densen B-410 CD player
5. Chord Electronics' flagship CD player
6. Marantz Legendary Series SA7-S 1 SACD player
7. I merge S3000 sound server (v4)
8. Cyrus Discmaster DVD player
9. Leema Acoustics Antila CD player
10. A new entry-level CD player from Arcam (hint)

IN THE STUDIO
ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS

DINOSAUR JR
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
First of two 1980s bands to get reunion 
fever are influential American noise-pop 
kings Dinosaur Jr, who after a successful 
comeback tour by the original line-up are 
now making their first album in 18 years. "I 
thought we'd be done after the tour, but 
then the album magically popped up," says 
the band's Lou Barlow.

THE PIXIES
Title: tbc
Release date: tbc
Often hailed as the band that saved 1980s 
rock 'n' roll, the Pixies are recording their 
first studio album in 15 years. "Since we got 
back together for touring, not to record 
anything it’s like being a county fair band," 
says singer Frank Black. "So we're starting 
an album in January and we're going to 
become a vital band again."

SMASHING PUMPKINS
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
The follow-up to 2OOO's MACHINA: The 
Machines Of God is being recorded with 
former Queen producer Roy Thomas Baker 
and Terry Date (Pantera/Soundgarden). 
Working with Baker has been "one of the 
best musical experiences we've ever had," 
according to Pumpkins' drummer Jimmy 
Chamberlin, although aside from frontman 
Billy Corgan, it is unclear whether any other 
original members will be involved.

MIA
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
After making one of the most striking 
debuts of recent years with 2OO5‘s Mercury 
Prize-nominated Arular, the British/Sri 
Lankan grime singer has been working on 
the as yet untitled follow-up in Trinidad 
and India. She’s producing the album

herself and the first single to be taken from 
the set will be called Bird Flu. "This beat is 
going to kill everyone," she predicts, with 
great modesty.

MICHAEL JACKSON
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
The one-time 'king of pop' is holed up in a 
studio in Ireland making the follow-up to 
2001's inappropriately titled Invincible and 
in an attempt to regain his former crown he 
has turned to Black Eyed Peas' frontman 
Will.LAm to produce. In a further typically 
bizarre Jacksonian twist, the album is due to 
appear on Two Seas Records, an obscure 
label owned by Prince Abdulla Hamad 
Alkhalifa of Bahrain.

ALSO COMING SOON
JAZZ/ CLASSICAL
Anne-Sofie von Otter Noel (Dec), Lang 
Lang The Banquet OST (Dec); Erich 
Kunzel and the Cincinnati Pops 
Christmas Time Is Here! (Dec); Jimmy 
Scott Milestone Profiles (Dec)

SACD/ DVD-AUDIO
Fitzwilliam Quartet Brahms, Mozart and 
Sweeny (SACD, Dec); Cowboy Junkies 
Whites Off Earth Now!! (SACD, Dec);
Barenaked Ladies Barenaked Ladies Are 
Me (DVD-A, Dec); Robert Plant Nine Lives 
(DVD-A, Dec)
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while living at the slum-like Allendale performance and the establishment of the

Alvin Gold

"I discovered Mozan in the Jungle while idly 
passing time at a bookshop in a town I was 
visiting. It carried a provocative strap."

Welcome to the Jungle
Classical music is the new rock 'n' roll

■
 discovered Mozart in the Jungle while idly 
passing time at a bookshop in a town I was 
visiting. It carried a provocative strap across 
the front suggesting that it would be "enough 

to make Pete Doherty blush... classical 
musicians make their rock 'n' roll counterparts 
look decidedly tame".

In fact, it is both less and more than the 
billing suggests. It is a frank and sometimes 
startling autobiography of Blair Tindall, a 
jobbing classical oboist. The reader follows her 
from high school to the North Carolina School 
for the Arts and then to New York where she 
played for the New York Philharmonic, and 
went on to give her chamber debut at 
Carnegie Hall. It follows her through years as a 
poorly paid symphonic replacement player 

Apartments near New York's Harlem, 
surrounded and befriended by other musicians. 
It is about the drug-infested lifestyles they 
lived, and the sexual favours that were granted 
to get the best gigs from the power brokers in 
the orchestral word - the section leaders, 
soloists and conductors.

In the end, Blair becomes disillusioned with 
the lifestyle, which led her to play yearlong 
stints in theatre orchestra pits for Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musicals. This provided security, but no 
variety or musical satisfaction. Eventually, with 
many of her friends succumbing to AIDS-related 
illnesses or spending much of their time stoned, 
she escaped the industry by enrolling in a 
creative writing course and later teaching 
journalism at Stamford University, then oboe 
playing at the University of California-Berkeley.

The book is a polemic about the state of the 
classical music industry, and a hard hitting one 
at that. It charts the rise of live classical 

great orchestras - mostly after World War II, 
where supporting such efforts was seen in 
America as part of the war with the cultural 
values of the Soviet bloc - and the fall, when 
ageing European immigrant audiences started 
to die off. At one point, American music 
schools were turning out 5,000 classically 
trained musicians a year to fill 250 vacancies, 
and she also relates how the use of synths has 
reduced the need for live musicians.

In short, the book is a plea for the industry to 
cut its cloth according to its means. It is 
elegantly written, completely unstuffy, and a 
real page tuner that should be essential 
reading for anyone who loves classical music.

Mozart in the Jungle - Sex, Drugs and 
Classical Music is by Blair Tindall, and is 
published by Atlantic Books, London at £8.99. 

began writing about hi-fi more than 
20 years ago and has since became one of the

UK's most internationally renowned reviewers
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Interactivity
Room/speaker interaction - the final frontier

T
he most interesting thing about hi-fi is 
that you never get to know it all. It was 
something the late Spencer Hughes 
(founder of Spender) told me when I joined his 

company fresh out of college, thirtysomething 
years ago, and it remains iust as true today. As 
our systems continue to improve, the large and 
obvious elephant in the room is the issue of 
speaker placement and room interaction.

A year or so back, I'd tried Focal's upmarket 
Electra l027Be, getting excellent results when 
I simply placed them where I would normally 
site a pair of good size floorstanders. When I 
did exactly the same with the 1027Be's smaller 
1007Be standmount siblings, results were 
much less satisfactory, delivering a distracting 
thump on bass-rich material. I encountered 
similar problem with the Leema Xone 
(reviewed on p50). With a little help from the 
test gear, both problems did ultimately prove 
tractable, though this also necessitated 
positioning the speakers awkwardly close to 
the entrance into the room.

These experiences emphasise the 
fundamentally unpredictable nature of 
speaker/room bass interaction, and raise 
several interesting issues. First it should be said 
that a specific loudspeaker design is not 
necessarily a 'universal' solution. Although 
most will perform well enough in most rooms, 
there are bound to be some instances where a 
good room match is either difficult to achieve, 
or where optimum acoustic siting is 
incompatible with other lifestyle considerations 
(location of doors, windows, fireplaces etc.).

Since the late 1980s I've tried hundreds of 
different pairs of speakers in my 4.3x2.6x5.5m 
listening room. It's basically a good all-rounder: 
a little large for the smallest speakers and a 
little small for the largest, and therefore a 
pretty good compromise. Like all rooms there 
are bass modes to contend with, but even 
these seem reasonably well controlled, 
showing modest peaks at just above SOHz and 
just below 30Hz.

While this is again a pretty good 
compromise, that SOHz mode does seem to 
favour some speakers more than others. Cl

Last month's Retro column 
featured a TEAC CD player with 
one of the world's finest 

PT® mechanisms, the famous VRDS. 

TEAC also supplies this mechanism to a select 
number of other manufacturers, one of which 
is Scandinavian favourite Copland.

The CDA288, introduced in 1996, was the 
first Copland CD player, but a distinguished 
one from the pen of the Morten Simonsen. 
This was his first project for the company, 
having previously worked in senior roles for 
B&O and Philips, where he worked on 
advanced product concepts. He was part of the 
MPEG development team, attempting to marry 
DSP technology to psychoacoustics.

The CDA288 used the VRDS CMK-4 
mechanism and specified two K-grade 20-bit 
PCM63 D/A converters. The output of these 
devices was arranged in an unusual 
time-averaging configuration, designed to 
achieve near l6x oversampling, rather than 
using the more usual differential 
noise-cancelling scheme. Like many of the 
better players of the time it was equipped with 
the Pacific Microsonics HDCD compatible 
PDlOO, not specifically because of the HDCD 
compatibility, but because it was thought to be 
an excellent sounding digital filter irrespective 
of the headline selling feature. Incidentally, 
although we can't confirm this, the CDA288 
appears to have been the first European 
HDCD-equipped player. The CDA288's 
analogue electronics, including l/V-conversion, 
reconstruction filter, and output stage, were 
constructed using discrete components in a 
Class-A configuration. A second-order, linear 
phase Bessel analogue filter was specified.

The CDA288 was the first Copland product 
to use transistors only rather than valve or 
valve hybrid electronics. Realising that the 
human hearing is sensitive to the aharmonic 
sound of even very low levels of distortion with 
a spectral footprint consisting of uneven 
harmonics, the kind transistor stages typically 
produce, the CDA288 was designed with an 
analogue stage having a distortion pattern 
dominated by even-order harmonics. In fact, 
the spectral footprint of the distortion in the

"The player sounded as 
well-mannered and as 
elegant as its neat 
appearance suggested."
CDA288 was comparable with, but 
considerably lower in magnitude than, that of 
a single-ended triode amplifier.

I ts elegant, impressive presentation was also a 
talking point, though nothing less should have 
been expected of Copland with its Scandinavian 
design heritage. It was built into the same 
cavernous case then used for Copland's big 
valve powered pre and power amplifiers - it 
measured 43.2x17.5x39.5cm (WxHxD) and 
weighed l8kg - with a classically simple and 
beautiful exterior. One of the two large controls 
either side of the fascia was the machined alloy 
power switch; the matching control, at the other 
end of the front panel display, selected 'play' (by 
pressing) and 'track skip' (by part-rotating the 
control to the left or right). This unusual control 
was soureed from Thorens. That was more or 
less it for external furniture, apart from a 
diminutive 'open' button, and the usual 
analogue and digital interfaces around the 
back. Only the artless and button-bound remote 
control let down the impression of style, but this 
is an all too common story.

The player sounded as well-mannered and as 
elegant as its neat appearance suggested, and 
had a full though not blowsy bass 
performance, and a slightly forward mid-top. 
Oddly, the CDA288 was eventually succeeded 
by a lower model number, the CDA266. HFC

Alvin Cold
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E Very small speakers with 130mm bass/mid 
drivers and enclosures of less than l 0 litres 
actually benefit from SOHz port-tuning. Add in 
the room-mode gain, place them close to a 
wall, and these miniatures can deliver 
surprisingly adequate bass right down to SOHz.

The problem comes with larger speakers - 
those with l 65mm bass/mid drivers (or twin 
130mm units in the Leema's case) and larger 
enclosures. Under my conditions, such a 
speaker with 50Hz port tuning suffers bass 
excess when the pair is placed in my usual 'free 
space' locations. Moving them still further out 
into the room does solve the problem, but 
places them rather in the way.

Under such circumstances, while it's not fair 
to blame the speakers (which would doubtless 
work fine under different room conditions), the 
only solution is probably to choose a different 
model - those with ports tuned to around 
40Hz or lower work better in my room.

I welcome the news that at least one UK 
dealer (Coherent Systems in Worcestershire) is 
offering a room measurement consultancy 
service. There may well be others that haven't 
yet come to my notice, but now that laptops 
and appropriate software has become 
relatively inexpensive, I feel this is a service 
that ought to become more widespread.

is a farmer editor af Hi-Fi 
Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years

"Recognise and embrace your faith. And when 
someone says something like 'CD is better 
than vinyl', please don't burn the heretic."

Holyf
Is it belief or science, that drives the butp

o hi-fi buffs 'understand' audio, or 
'believe' in it? Is hi-fi a belief system? Is 
being an audiophile an act of faith? 

On the face of it, no: hi-fi has no bells and 
smells, no holy books, holy relics or holy 
rollers. But organised religions are not the 
only manifestations of faith. You can believe 
in ghosts and have faith that your 
government is acting in your best interests, 
despite evidence to the contrary. Likewise, 
audiophiles believe in hi-fi, and that drives 
many to buy expensive products.

'"Ah," says the audiophile. "Hi-fi isn't a faith, 
we have scientific measurements to back up 
what we claim." And yes, hi-fi is predicated on 

a series of objective measurements designed 
to determine the abilities and compatibility of 
a product. Except that, as any good 
audiophile will attest, when it comes to 
placing your trust in measurements or your 
ears, ears come first and measurements 'do 
not count' or 'are not capable of measuring 
what we can hear'. This is similar to those 
who, when faced with scientific evidence that 
challenges the efficacy of homoeopathic 
medicine, state that science doesn't 
understand nebulous concepts like 'vital 
force'. In both cases, the audiophile and 
homoeopath rely on the inner doctrines of 
their system to explain away obstacles 
presented by the sceptic or the scientist.

There's even a sense of revealed wisdom in 
being an audiophile. Someone buying hi-fi 
separates for the first time - without being 
exposed to hi-fi credo - would never dream of 
spending large sums on cables, tables or 
stands or mains leads, because they can't 
hear the difference. But, if the same person 
starts talking to their hi-fi buff chums (or 
reading too much into too many magazines, 
websites and dealers), before long they can 
hear vast differences between one set of 
spikes and another. Whether this is training 
the ear or a mild form of brainwashing, I'll 
leave if for you to decide.

Let's face it, those who hear their best ever 
system (it's never their system, always that of 
someone who's further up the audiophile 
ecclesiastical ladder), call it 'hi-fi heaven' or 
'audiophile nirvana'. Yet, such a state is in 
fact never attainable; you replicate the 
heavenly system, only to find it pall after a 
while. The endless cycle of minor changes and 
'improvements' continues.

Given all this, then yes... 'audiophile' entails 
a belief system. Worse, that would make me 
one of hi-fi's officiants. More tea, vicar?

I f hi-fi is a form of faith, is that a bad thing? 
Not necessarily, although if you find yourself 
at an audiophile 'party' with 5,000 other hi-fi 
buffs in a hut in Guyana and some wild-eyed 
type starts passing round the Kool Aid, pass it 
up. Your life is not in danger if you place your 
faith in hi-fi, although your bank balance may 
be. Holding audiophile beliefs doesn't push 
out other belief systems; you can be an 
Anglican and an Audiophile - or a Buddhist 
and a Buff - at the same time. But, recognise 
and embrace your faith. And when someone 
says something like 'CD is better than vinyl', 
please don't burn the heretic.

began his journalistic career in 
the early 7990s. He has since became 

one af the hi-fi and AV industry's 
most respected scribes
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CLASSIC ALBUMS

AR-ARIP
PINK FLOYD 

THE PIPER AT THE GATES OF DAWN

Alistair Robertson-Aikman, 1924-2006

W
e are sad to report that one of the 
founding fathers of the hi-fi industry, 
Alistair Robertson-Aikman, passed 
away on the 29th of October. AR-A, as he was 

known, set up SME (Scale Model Equipment) 
in 1946, primarily to produce model railways 
and cars. However, his enthusiasm for music 
meant that when the hi-fi boom hit the 
country in the 1950s, he decided to produce a 
tonearm. The 3009, was launched in 1961 and 
remained in production for over forty years, 
undergoing revisions forMkl and Mk2 forms 
and being produced in 12in and 9in lengths. 
This tonearm became a benchmark by which 
all others were measured thanks to the high 
quality of engineering that has always been 
the hallmark of SME products.

AR-A was as fully committed a music and 
audio enthusiast as you are likely to find. He 
built a legendary large listening room in his 
West Sussex house and was one of the first 
people to use stacked Quad electrostatic 
speakers in order to fill the sizeable space. Hi-Fi 
Choice visited the room in the late 1980s to 
produce a feature on what was a spectacular 
space with two pairs of mass-loaded Quad 
ESL-63s powered by Krell amplification.

SME is a precision engineering company with 
facilities that you will be hard pressed to find 
in any factory. It was AR-A's quest to create the 
perfect tonearm that built the company and 
therefore allowed him to manufacture to such 
high tolerances.

In the 1980s, Alistair decided to build an 
arm that would be better suited than the 3009 
to the new generation of low compliance 
moving coil cartridges that were beginning to 
appear. In 1986, he launched the Series V, the 
first pick-up arm with a single piece 
magnesium arm, headshell and counterweight 
sled. This arm brought a degree of rigidity that 
had never previously been achieved and 
re-affirmed SME's reputation as a force to be 
reckoned with in the analogue arena.

The Series V and Series IV (a more affordable, 
silver finished version with fewer features) 
proved a huge success and were followed by 
the 309, a similar design but with a removable 
headshell. The latter was also produced in 12in 
and l Oin variants. More recently there has 1:2

©
Listening to Pink Floyd's debut 
album The Piper At The Cates Of 
Dawn, one is assailed by every 
kind of sound effect and 

treatment Abbey Road Studios had to offer in 
1967. The sound of the record is dominated by 
prepared pianos, whooshing vocals, cuckoos, 
geese, celeste, cow bells, maraccas and cleverly 
panned percussion and guitars. If the spatial 
effects and bloody good sound are down to 
the visionary production of Norman Smith, the 
overall feeling of childhood whimsy coupled 
with a deep love of rural heritage was that of 
Floyd's leader, the late Roger 'Syd' Barrett.

The album was described by Smith as "a 
mood creation in sound" and from the opener, 
Astronomy Dominae, we are in the land of 
sound painting as distorted voice, rippling 
Telecaster guitar, phased double-Premier drums, 
a Farfisa Duo organ and Roger Waters' bass 
throb all swirl to convey a feeling of the cosmos. 
There is a spatial quality to the sound, in that 
you can actually pick out each instrument very 
clearly as layer upon layer of overdub is added. 
The secret to this comes from EMI's then 
customised mixing boards. Whereas most pop 
bands would go for the board's 'Pop' EQ, the 
Floyd insisted on the 'Classical' EQ settings. This 
produced a wider frequency spectrum and 
could accommodate all the timbres that Syd 
and the Floyd's imaginations could muster.

Another aspect of Piper is the swirling quality 
that dominates throughout. Both Syd Barrett 
and Rick Wright utilised a gizmo called a 
Binson Echorec to 'psychedelicise' the sound. 
This was an Italian device that not only 
controlled the length, tone and volume of 
notes fed into it but also had delays, repeats, 
reverbs and even a little mixer. The prismatic 
sound one hears throughout Piper is because 
of this little box with a blinking green light.

Official sessions for Piper ran from March 
1967 through to the end of June 1967 at EMI 
Studio 3. Next door in Studio 2, The Beatles 
were recording Sgt Pepper and late one 
evening in March, during sessions for Paw R. 
Toe H, Pink Floyd were invited into the Beatles' 
sanctum as they were finishing Lovely Rita. The 
Beatles' massive overdub policy obviously

"There is a spatial quality 
to the sound, in that you 
can pick out each 
instrument very clearly."
rubbed off on the Floyd. Astronomy Dominae 
was dubbed down from four hours of sessions, 
Lucifer Sam took seven different sessions to 
get right and the final track Bike required 
twelve takes and three different overdubs.

Given the primitive four-track equipment of 
the time, it's a wonder that Piper sounds good 
at all. Barrett's accented fairytale English was 
accentuated by ADT (Automatic Double 
Tracking), a new device then. This can be heard 
all over such wondrous creations as Matilda 
Mother and Flaming. The latter is definitely 
Barrett's most successful voyage into English 
psychedelia - a true effervescence of nostalgic 
childhood/pastoral heritage. Recorded in one 
take, Flaming shimmers with Binson, bells, 
percussion, tape echo and celeste. Its bicycle 
bell ending and brevity make it a standout.

Interstellar Overdrive, at this time a live 
favourite, sounds incredibly dated. Amazingly, 
the track was Syd's version of Love's My Little 
Red Book. Today it is Barrett's rich lyrical vision 
and eclectic musical taste that makes the 
a . bum so unique. Its final two tracks are 
peerless in the world of 1960s psychedelia. The 
12-string acoustic guitar at l :31 on Scarecrow 
remains a wonder and the bewitching clockwork 
effects at 1.57 on Bike (bookended by the 
sound of flying geese) still have the power to 
tantalize, even after all these years. HFC

Mark Prendergast



audiofile
® DISPATCHES

C even been a 12in version of the Series V, 
which HFC plans to review along with the 
matching Model 20/12 turntable in the 
coming months.

Having re-established his company with the 
Series V, Alistair turned his attention to the 
turntable. 1991 saw the launch of the Model 
30 that, like the Series V before it, proved that 
when it came to engineering quality, SME was 
the very best. Using fluid-damped suspension 
and a bearing the like of which had not been 
in hi-fi before, the 30 was and still is among 
the least compromised components ever made.

Alistair was a true gentleman. All who met 
him became aware of what a considerate and 
genuine person he was. I was fortunate 
enough to visit him and enjoy his listening 
room on two occasions and found that his 
enthusiasm for music (especially opera} and 
audio was as great as his products.

Alistair's son Cameron is now running SME 
and our condolences go to him and the rest of 
the family.

began working on Hi-Fi Choice 
over 15 years ago, eventually rising to the 

position of editor He's currently indulging his 
passion as a freelance hi-fi writer

"I'll compare the quality to CD ... Before you 
heckle, remember short-trouser advocate 
Baden-Powell's motto: Be prepared!"

Life is hard
Music is already moving to hard disk

I
 think hard disk audio will be floating your 
boat soon. We're halfway there already; 
digital music players are widely accepted 

(across generations), they're already in millions 
of UK homes and are irreversibly shifting 
attitudes about how music is bought, played 
and stored. Mainstream hi-fi companies are 
switched on to portable connectivity, with 
docking stations, fascia-mounted USB sockets 
and mini-Jack inputs a common sight. And 
have you heard AVl's pioneering Active 
Neutron with an iPod yet (HFC 288)) It's 
sublime. Integration is where it's going.

And that's just the portables. Of course, 
specialist 'hi-fi' servers are already on the 
market at all price points. Big guns like Nairn 
Audio, Cyrus and Cambridge Audio are all 
throwing money at their own interpretations of 
the hard disk music server. But it will take a 
sea change to shift certain attitudes towards it 
However much die-hard audiophilia runs 

through your blood, you'd be missing out if 
you stick your head in the sand. While Hi-Fi 
Choice has mostly swerved around portable 
iPod-style players, full-size music servers have 
caught our attention, because they deserve to.

While servers may never entirely replace our 
CDs and vinyl, it's time we began to let them 
compliment - not dominate - our systems and 
therefore, our enjoyment of music.

According to The Guardian, Ged Doherty 
(the UK head of record label Sony BMC} has 
predicted that CD sales will collapse by 50 per 
cent over the next three years. He goes on to 
predict digital growth at 25 per cent per year. 
David Balfour, HFC columnist and editor of the 
industry newsletter Record of the Day, concurs: 
"The trend cannot be denied," he says.

We'll still be enjoying our CDs and good ol' 
vinyl (whose sustainability throws a lifeline to 
CD). but we'll embrace disc-less sources too; 
music servers will come of age, capable of 
compiling the perfect evening's listening to 
audiophile standards. And with 'high-definition' 
(CD-quality) downloads at up to l,092kbps 
now available in the US from MusicGiants.com, 
in the near future servers will not just be 
reflections of our existing music collections. 
MusicGiants already has content from the 'big 
four' major labels and uses the 'lossless' 
Windows Media Audio format, which it says is 
unmatched in the market place.

Until similar high-quality download sites 
appear in the UK, we can for now load CDs 
onto servers - uncompressed, of course. And 
that's exactly what I'll be doing over the 

coming weeks, all for the sake of hi-fi 
journalism. I'll be comparing the replay quality 
to CD players at £500, El.OOO and above, plus 
experimenting with the latest DACs. Before you 
heckle, remember short-trouser advocate 
Baden-Powell's motto: Be prepared'

is Hi-Fi Choice's deputy editor 
With a penchant for big speakers and high 

SPls, his house hits a six an the Richter scale

Oops...
Will David suffer buyer's remorse?

T
he question I'm asking myself as I sit 
down to write this column is "should I 

have bought it)" But by the time I 
realised what was happening it was too late 

and the mysterious forces were too strong: 
boot sale, old and once expensive turntable 
priced to tempt and, among the small 
interested gathering, only I knew what it was.

Back in the early 1990s, something called 
the CEC ST-930 was the turntable you bought 
instead of a Linn Sondek/Pink Triangle/
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Michell Gyrodec if you were a) completely 
clueless, b) addicted to living dangerously or 
c) unusually well informed.

The conventional wisdom, of course, was that 
i f you were going to entrust the well being of 
your precious vinyl collection in the 
burgeoning digital age to just one, final, 
forever-and-a-day turntable, it was indeed 
fortunate that rightly revered companies such 
as Linn, Pink Triangle, Roksan et al were at 
your beck and call to sell you, in exchange for 
upwards of £ 1,000, the deck of your dreams.

Given this, it wasn't hard to understand why 
the dwindling (but ever more fastidious) 
analogue camp had accorded the niche 
brinkmanship of a wannabe big-league 
turntable from one largely undistinguished Far 
East maker of budget CD players (CEC) the 
sort of recognition that would have 
disappointed the invisible man. The CEC 
ST-930 (£2,057 with SME IV arm and Ortofon 
MC200011 cartridge, £630 as a motor unit 
only) was only available through 25 dealers in 
the UK and had effectively gatecrashed what 
diehards were rather prematurely calling the 
last party in town by creeping quietly through 
a side door.

Something of a lost cause, then. As it turned 
out, yes. The ST-930, although a reasonable 
seller in the States, caused ripples that might 
have been made by a small piece of grit in the UK. It was the last turntable CEC ever made. 
Which seems a shame in the light of the 
following. Before it decided to manufacture its 
own turntable, the massive and massively 
expensive 30, SME used an ST-930 as a testbed 
for its arms and, so the story goes, was so 
impressed with the quietness and speed stability 
of the motor unit and external regulated power 
supply/speed control box, along with the 
inherently stable four-point suspension system, 
that it contracted CEC to supply it with the 
former and employed the principle of the latter 
for its own high-end design.

That's not a bad endorsement... and a useful 
thing to know when you're staring at a rather 
sad looking CEC ST-930 (without arm) on a 
Formica-topped kitchen table, on sale for fifty 
quid. Hell, it looked as if it had been styled by 
MFI when it was new. Of course, I bought it. 
Switch it on and the platter goes round and 
round. It's a start.

From what I can gather, the ST-930 was a 
smooth and musical performer - especially 
with the SME arm - that wasn't quite in the 
Linn/PT league. But its laid back presentation 
was said to be particularly well suited to 
classical and jazz, and certainly a cut above the 
average Rega and Thorens of the day. Let's call 
it a work in progress. Long live vinyl.

David V> has been wallowing in gorgeous
hi-fi and then describing its virtues and 

vices in Hi-Fi Choice since 1990

A letter from a reader in HFC 288 
suggested we should investigate 
lossless coding of audio files as 
applied to PCs, servers and

potentially portable music players, too. Were 
there, he wondered, differences between 
lossless coders?

First a little background. Even if you don't 
use any of them, you must have heard of MP3, 
MC, Dolby Digital, ATRAC, WMA and the 
various other systems that compress digital 
audio files into a substantially smaller space. 
These are generically called 'lossy coders' {or 
sometimes 'codecs', short for COder/DECoder): 
lossy, because they do actually lose some audio 
information, although the information lost is 
deemed to be unimportant.

There's another class of coder, though: 
lossless. The aim here is the same - to save 
storage space - but in this case the audio is 
stored in such a way as to be completely 
reconstituted on replay. The degree of space 
saving is considerably less, but simply by using 
a more efficient representation of the signal it 
is typically possible to save anything between 
half and two-thirds of the space - in other 
words, one can store between 160 and 240 
minutes of music on a CD, potentially.

By the way, the degree of compression 
available depends on the 'entropy' or degree of 
chaos of the music. More chaos, less 
compression. It's faintly amusing to look at the 
compression figures achieved with different 
musical styles and contemplate what that says 
about the music's chaos/organisation ratio.

Both SACD and DVD-A have lossless coding 
built in, to allow the storage of full-bandwidth 
surround sound. In the case of DVD-A, it's 
Meridian Lossless Packing, or MLP, which is 
probably the best-known coder. But there are 
plenty of others available for use on desktop 
computers. My own favourite is Monkey's Audio, 
but FLAC is also popular and the Hydrogen 
Audio website lists at least a dozen altogether, 
including lossless versions of WMA and MPEG-4.

How does one choose between these 
schemes) There are differences in features, 
speed, efficiency (only small differences there) 
and operating system support, but there

"The point of lossless 
coding is that the signal is 
reconstituted with 100 per 
cent accuracy."
shouldn't be differences in sound. The whole |j
point of lossless coding is that the audio signal 
is reconstituted with 100 per cent accuracy 
and that basically means bits in equals bits |
out. I've checked this several times with |
different coders and it's true; you can encode a |
file, decode it and subtract it digitally from the I
original and the difference is a string of zeros.

Now we know that CD players all handle the |
same string of digits and still sound different, |
but it's important to understand where the |
sound quality differences come in. While the |
audio is still in the original digital form, it's |
identical from one situation to another, and it's |
only when one starts doing something to it - |
usually directly before squirting it out into the 
world as analogue audio - that changes can |
occur. Those changes may be added noise or i
distortion, or jitter, but they all apply to stages | 
after the basic data storage. |

The same is true with lossless coders and |
audio servers. What's important is what |
happens to the data as it starts being 
converted to analogue, and that means in the K 
DIA converter and output stages. In short, if |

you run the output of any server, with any 
lossless coder (or none), into an ideal external 
DAC, the audio will be exactly the same. In the I 
age of non-local data storage, the DAC is the 
critical component. HFC

Richard Black
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The world according to...

Townshend Audio
Hi-Fi Choice talks to Max Townshend, the outspoken owner of Townshend Audio and designer of 
everything from air-suspended equipment platforms to frozen cables. Interview: Malcolm Steward

F
rom Australia to the UK, and from the 
Seismic Sink to complete systems wired 
with deep cryogenically treated cable, life 
has provided a fascinating journey for the 

enigmatic Max Townshend.

HFC What brought you from Australia to the 
UK and the hi-fi industry!
MT As a schoolboy, I started messing around 
making an equivalent to the Dansette. I spent 
days filing down the hardened steel spindles of 
78rpm record players to play LPs. I was always 
mucking about with amplifiers and electronics 
of some sort or another.

I was into record players in a big way and I 
had a pair of stacked Quads. I had my record 
player on a pillar that rose up through the 
bench to isolate it from footfall; that was 
wrong. It should have been suspended not 
touching the ground - but it didn't half make a 
difference to the sound. I had subwoofers built 
into the floor, and I became fascinated by 
super-tweeters. Those with the Quads and 
subwoofers gave me a taste for really good 
sound. But I couldn't get any volume out of the 
Quads before they sparked and blew up, so I 
decided that wasn't the way to go. Why 
shouldn't you be able to create the sound of an 
orchestra or a rock band in your living room7

Then, a well-known UK journalist wrote about 
the Shure Vl5 Mk3 cartridge, saying that it 
was bright and edgy. I sent one to the Garrott 
brothers to have a parabolic stylus fitted. It was 
unbelievably good so my wife Sue and I sold 
up, flew to the UK and I went to see the 
journalist to show him that the Vl5 Mk3 could 
work. He liked it and shortly after I was selling 
them by the bucket-load, along with other 
similarly modified cartridges. As a result of just 
one hi-fi show, I sold enough of my Elite 
alignment gauge to get the deposit for a 
house - houses were much cheaper then 1

I then built the little wedge-shaped Elite 
600c preamp so that you could meaningfully 
compare cartridges. Phono stages in those days 

were unbelievably bad and the 600c was way 
ahead of its time.

Not long after that, I met Jack Dinsdale, who 
was a senior lecturer at Cranfield Institute of 
Technology. He asked me if I'd be interested in 
a turntable design he had. He'd come up with 
the idea of the trough, which damped the front 
end of the tonearm. He'd hawked the idea 
round all the turntable manufacturers but none 
of them expressed an interest. I looked at it 
and immediately decided it was a good idea. 
We made about 150 Cranfield turntables, but 
we had troubles with one of our subcontractors 
that messed up the business. Despite being a 
great deck, it wasn't a commercial success. That 

"As a result of just one hi-fi show, I sold 
enough alignment gauges to get the deposit 
for a house - houses were cheaper then!"

cost me dearly so I made the little Rock. That 
wasn't a pretty deck, but we sold about 4,000 
of them despite facing fierce competition from 
Linn and the LP12.
HFC Will you bring back the Rock7
MT Yes. I've designed three over the past five 
years, but they were all very fancy and 
ambitious with remote controlled VTA and the 
like. However, over the last six months, I've 
been designing a more sensible 'workhorse' 
Rock without any 'bling' and whose cost won't 
be prohibitive. In effect, it's my original deck 
with some neat new clothes.

Backtracking a bit, the original Rock had a 
brass bellows suspension, but the factory that
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made the bellows closed down and now I'd 
have to pay about £40 each for them with a 
minimum order of 1,000 units, which makes 
them uneconomical.

I n the mid-1980s, I came up with the first 
Seismic Sink, and that used those bellows. 
They were fantastically successful but when 
the bellows factory closed, that put paid to the 
design. Then I manufactured a Seismic Sink 
using a partially inflated bicycle tube. It was 
unbelievably effective - I think we've sold 
approaching 200,000 units since 1990 - but 
pollution causes rubber to burst and leak, and 
you get leaks through the valve, because the 
Seismic Sink only operated at about l lb per 
square inch. This was too low to maintain a 
proper seal with a valve that's designed to 
work at about 30 lb. I realised that I had to 
come up with something better than air.

Springs seemed the obvious way to go, but 
they have their problems. The best suspension 
is the bounciest, but you need shock absorbers, 
too. However, they inevitably harden the ride 
and reduce the effectiveness of the spring as 
an isolator So, I came up with the idea of 
putting a bellows around the outside of the 
spring as a damper. This time it's a rubber 
bellows, because it doesn't have to take any 
continuous pressure, with a l mm diameter 
hole. This allows you to have a high-Q spring 
for when it's stationary and a low-Q spring 
when you bounce it. Developing that 
suspension, which I've now perfected, has 
allowed me to do the new turntable. It'll have 
isolation as good as the best sprung decks but 
without their foibles.
HFC When will we see this new Rock?
MT With a bit of luck it's only about a month 
away. I just have to finalise the design to meet 
my target price, which is around £3,000. And 
it will be upgradeable. I had a prototype years 
ago; it was a corker but it looked ugly' The 
new deck won't. And in the meantime, I've 
designed a moving coil pickup cartridge with 
Enhanced Deep Cryogenically Treated wire, 
which sounds fabulous.
HFC Could you just explain a little about the 
Enhanced Deep Cryogenic Treatment that 
you use with your cables and wire?
MT In the 1980s, we were making speaker 
cables, taking six lengths of 50-ohm coax and 
paralleling them to get eight ohms, following 
on from the idea of the low-impedance cables 
that we'd seen from Japan a few years earlier. 
That progressed to making speaker cables 
using two flat strips of copper and they 
sounded fantastic but weren't without areas 
that could have been improved. The journalist, 
Keith Howard, asked me for samples of our 1:2
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Cl annealed copper for an experiment. He sent 
it back after it had undergone Deep Cryogenic 
treatment and I made up three sets of cable: 
one from regular copper, one from annealed 
copper and one from the cryogenically treated 
copper. The treated one was so superior it 
wasn't worth considering the others - the 
differences were enormous.
HFC Is there any other advice or information 
you'd like to impart to our readersJ
MT Listening is all about brain waves. Most of 
the time we're using Beta waves but when you 
listen to music or are at a concert and, say, you 
close your eyes and let yourself get into the 
music, you start using Alpha waves.

When people say that the only way to 
compare hi-fi is to do a double-blind A/B test, 
I don't think that's right - there's no way you 
can tell the difference between components 
under those circumstances. You need to live 
with components and listen to them in a 
relaxed manner with your Alpha waves 
running. I have to stand up for reviewers here 
and say that is the only way they can make 
meaningful decisions.

And if your readers are going for a 
demonstration they should always make sure 
that they have at least half-an-hour to relax 
before listening because, apart from getting 
themselves into Alpha wave mode, the ear has 
an automatic gain control which varies the 
sensitivity of their hearing quite significantly to 
compensate for the noise they've encountered 
while travelling to the dem in the car or on the 
train. Normally you'll always encounter 
background noise. In the Royal Albert Hall, 
with its thick stone walls, I think you can get 
down to 35dB absolute so you can hear a 
violin being played incredibly softly whereas in 
your living room or a demonstration studio, the 
isolation is probably only to 50db absolute. If 
you want to listen to quieter sounds you need 
to turn the system up 15dB to accommodate 
the higher noise floor, which means that the 
higher level sounds will be approaching the 
pain threshold.

When you've been in a car or on a train your 
hearing's automatic gain control will have 
desensitised your ears. That effect is frequency 
dependant, so the system you're auditioning is 
more than likely going to appear bright and 
edgy because your sensitivity to bass will have 
been reduced. That happens a lot at hi-fi shows 
because of all the boom from subwoofers you 
hear in the corridors; the bass travels while the 
higher frequencies do not, so your ear 
compensates by reducing your sensitivity to LF. 
HFC Can we return to how the Deep 
Cryogenic Treatment came to feature in your 
universal disL player?
MT When we did the player we wanted it to 
play high-resolution audio properly so we used

After years of changing records, 
it's hard for Max to use a remote

"When people say that the only way to 
compare hif is a double-blind A/B test, I 
don't think that's right."
the Pioneer 565 because it has the perfect chip 
set for that purpose. Everybody will tell you 
that you can't make a good CD player if you 
want it to have video, SACD and DVD-Audio 
processing as well. Well, my opinion of that can 
be summed up with one word that starts with 
B and ends with l I've proven that by making a 
universal player that's as good with CD as 
anything on the market today. To achieve that 
we really had to jump through some hoops: we 
had to sort out the power supplies, as 
everybody else does, and come up with 
something special for the output stage. So we 
went balanced from the DAC and the 
traditional way to go to single-ended is 
through an op-amp but they are inherently 
floored. We tried many, but we couldn't find 
one we liked. So, we decided to use discrete 
components and a transformer, which doesn't 
have high-order harmonic distortion. We got a 
l :2 centre-tapped transformer made and 
suddenly you could hear it sounded fabulously 
detailed... but it also sounded slightly jangly. 
Then we realised there was about 40 feet of 
non-OCT wire in the transformer, so we treated 
that winding and the result was a phenomenal 
sound - clean, honest and neutral on every 
type of disc.
HFC Is the effort of making the player 
worthwhile given the dearth of material on 
t he hi-res formatsJ
MT There are thousands and thousands of 
releases on SACD and DVD-A - including a lot 

of classical music. But the best thing is that 
you can make DVD-As on your computer and 
there's no reason why amateurs can't release 
DVD-As forever. With a good sound card and 
A/D convertor there are limitless possibilities 
with DVD-A. I believe that might well be the 
future of high fidelity.
HFC o, we^ ri
producing their own material?
MT There's already a high-definition tape 
transfer company in America that buys master 
tapes and converts them on ultra-high-quality 
equipment to 24/96 - though, unfortunately, 
not 24/192 - DVD-Audio discs. They sell them 
on the internet and they are fabulous. There's 
also a huge range on sites such as Amazon and 
the numbers are growing all the time. There's a 
myth out there that these discs aren't available 
when they are.
HFC
Audio's aim is to produce a complete system 
MT Any manufacturer who specialises in just, 
say, speakers or amplifiers or CD players, is 
always limited by the other equipment so in 
order to make everything better you have to be 
involved with every part of the chain. If you 
insert any component that is not OCT wired into 
my system you're going to hear it. And that's 
even when it's a reputable component - it's 
obvious that they're not OCT wired.

Look out for Max's impressive demos of his full 
system concept at a hi-fi show near you1 HF
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T’V A PAIR OF GRADO GS1 OOO
HEADPHONES WORTH £995!

rado’s GS 1000s have set a formidable new standard for 
U headphones. Reviewed last issue, these sublime, 

open-backed cans achieved one of our highest-ever 
overall scores: an incredible 96 per cent! Why? Well, Grado's 
flagship cans are so good, they might just be the finest 
electricity-to-sound transducers in the world. In fact, we stated, 
"the GSlOOOs offer a level of musical revelation unmatched by 
almost any replay or live performance". To say you owe it to 
yourself to hear a pair is an understatement!

Key to the GSlOOOs' success is the redesigned drive 
unit, which has a new wooden housing and large 

foam cushions. This is said to create a "listening 
room" for the ears. And therein lies the secret:

the tonal balance and freedom from 
room-induced resonances that plague 
loudspeakers redefine the concept of 
neutral. Add effortless dynamics with 
precise imaging and you have the ultimate 
audiophile headphone, perfect for losing 
yourself in your own private sonic universe. 

For your chance to win a pair, simply answer 
the question below. The lucky winner will be 

drawn at random after the closing date.

QUESTION:
What is the key to the GS 1 OOOs' 
success?
A: A redesigned drive unit
B: A redesigned drive shaft
C: A redesigned block-paved drive

TO ENTER:
By Phone: Simply call
0906 403 1013 and follow the
instructions (maximum cost of call:

CONGRATULATIONS
...to our last winner, Mr. Wicks of 

Sheffield, who wins a superb
\ lsoTek Sigmas mains distribution 

block worth £1,000! a

El . 50).
By Text: Simply send the text message GRADO (followed by a space) 
with the answer A, B or C to 84383. For example, if you think the answer is 
C: A redesigned block-paved drive, then text GRADO C to 84383.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The competition start date is 14 December 2006. The dosing date for entries is 10 January 2007. Employees of Future Publishing (including freelancers) and their relatives and any agents involved are 

ineligible to enter The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash. The entries will be judged aher the closing date and the winners will be notified by 

telephone within ten days of that date. Prizes will be sent out within 28 days of notification by the companies involved, not Hi-Fi Choice or Future Publishing. Entering costs - BY TEXT: f 1.00 {including VAn for each 

entry plus your usual text message cost This service is available to T-Mobile, Orange, Vodafone and 02 customers only. BY PHONELINE: Each call costs a maximum of £1.50. Please remember to get permission from 

the person who pays the bill before you enter No purchase necessary. Alternatively, please send your name, address and telephone number with the correct answer to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe 

Street, London NWl 6NW. If you have any problems making your call or sending your text, please contact the service provider, Opal Telecom. Tel: 0845 330 5002. Email: futuresupport@opaltelecom.co.uk
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12 gauge twisted pair silver-plated conductors

Teflon Insulation

Dual layer high frequency shield mg

Reveals the subtlest dynamic shifts

Brings a new level of realism to any hi-fi system

Available in Twin and Super Twin configuration

Two proven designs combined to make a 
fabulous new speaker cable
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BEST BUY

CHORD
or call +44 (0)1980 625700

Higher levels of detail, crisp and neutral treble performance and outstanding dynamic resolution result in music sounding completely natural and utterly believable

Chord Epic is the result of combining two of the Chord Company': award winning cablesTaking the shielding system from Chord Signature and applying it to Chord Odyssey has brought huge improvements to the overall performance

If your system swings, rocks or boogies, make sure you hear it at its best and most involving. If you love your music, this is the cable for you
To find out more visit 
www.chord.co.uk
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ChoiceCuts
This month's varied musical morsels
Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, 
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

AUDIOPHILE VINYL
CHRISTINE PERFECT
Christine Perfect
Blue Horizon/Pure Pleasure

180g vinyl

Music: When Christine Perfect 
married Fleetwood Mac bass 
player John McVie and 
adopted his surname, she 
largely left behind her early 
days on blues piano with 
Peter Green's original 

Fleetwood Mac. Which is a bit of a 
shame, because she was probably the 
most successful woman on the British 
blues scene of the late 1960s. In fact, 
prior this solo outing, she fronted 
Chicken Shack who scored a huge hit 
with I'd Rather Co Blind, their version 
of which is on this 1970 solo album. 
This Is very much a blues album 
though, so don’t expect a nascent 
Rumours. ★★★★ 
Sound: As authentic blues sounds go, 
this has a slightly grubby quality even 
by the standards of the era. That said, 
there is plenty of energy and decent 
bass and the music is well served. Ray 
Staff's mastering and the Pallas 
pressing do a great job at picking out 
the detail. ★★★ JK

THE POINTER SISTERS
That's A Plenty
Blue Thumb/Speakers Corner 

180g vinyl

Music: Ruth, Anita, Bonnie 
and June Pointer produced 
their first record in 1973 and 
continue to do so today but
That's A Plenty is a standout 
collection. Very different 
from their later disco hits 

for which they are best known, these 
are jazz, big band and blues songs 
from the 1940s and 1950s. The title 
track is a Benny Goodman song from 
the same era. Everything is sung with 
considerable energy and good humour. 
There's even a country number, the 
self-penned Fairytale, which got them 
an appearance at the Grand Old Opry 
and a cover by one Elvis Presley. It's the 
upbeat numbers such as Salt Peanuts 
and the title track that are most 
inspiring, the tempo of the former 
making fast-talking rap stars such as 
Li'l Kim sound lazy. ★★★★ 
Sound: This is a pretty slick recording. 
It's not always possible to follow the 
high-speed lyrics, but it has great tone 
and plenty of energy. The presence of 
top quality musicians throughout the 
recording is easy to hear. A class act 
from the early 1970s. ★★★★ JK

LPs were supplied by Classic Records 
and Pure Pleasure. @ www.classicrecords.com

COMPACT DISC & VINYL

YUSUF
An Other Cup
Ya/Polydor

Music: Some 28 years after retiring 
from music to become a Muslim, the 
artist formerly known as Cat Stevens is 
back and sounding like he never went 
away. Even the title of his comeback 
album is carefully chosen to echo his 
1970 classic, Tea For The Tillerman. A 
couple of the songs were written way 
back then but never recorded, yet so 
closely do the new compositions follow 
the old, familiar pattern that it's 
impossible to tell them apart. His lyrics 
still express profound emotions with 
eloquence and the only discernible 
change is that instead of Morning Has 
Broken, he's setting the 13th century 
Sufi poet Rumi to music. **** 
Sound: The mellow yearning of the 
voice has changed little and the tunes 
are as melodic as ever in a sparkling 
production. **** NW

ERIC CLAPTON AND J J.CALE
The Road To Escondido
Reprise

Music: Back in 1970, Clapton recorded a song 
called After Midnight by the laidback Tulsa 
troubadour, JJ Cale. They've been friends ever 
since and the only surprise is that it's taken 
them this long to make an album together. The

JJ CALE A ERIC CLAPTON

results are very much what you would expect: lots of high-quality, mid-tempo 
blues-rock with plenty of classy guitar solos backed by a stellar band that 
includes the late Billy Preston on keyboards (Preston was the 'Fifth Beatie' who 
died in June 2006 and will be sorely missed) and young tyro John Mayer. Cale 
dominates the songwriting by 11 compositions to Clapton's one, but as Clapton 
has hardly written a decent song since Tears In Heaven, that's probably to the 
album's benefit. ***
Sound: A rootsy stew of old-fashioned guitars, moody Hammond organ and 
southern-fried rhythms that would have sounded little different if they'd made 
the album in 1970. *** NW

JIMI HENDRIX
Message From Nine To The Universe
Reclamation

Music: In the New York jazz/rock scene 
of the early seventies, producer Alan 
Douglas had plans to unite Miles Davis, 
Hendrix and Bill Evans in a new fusion 
supergroup but Jimi died before 
anything could happen. In 1980, 
Douglas released Nine To The Universe, 
a collection of five Hendrix jams from 
with his Band of Gypsys augmented by 
jazzers such as Dave Holland and Larry 
Young. These were heavily tweaked but 
the new disc expands that album to ten 
unedited tracks including the incredible 
Highway Of Broken Dreams, showing 
how advanced Hendrix was at lengthy 
improvisation. ****
Sound: The best sounding jazzy Hendrix 
yet. Dave Hollands bass on Easy Blues 
really cuts through and Hendrix's 
spooky guitar on Highway at 3:41 will 
floor you every time. **** MP

KENNETH FUCHS
An American Place, Eventide, Out Of 
The Dark
LSO, JoAnn Falletta (cond)
Naxos American Classics 9.559224

Music: Fuchs (b . 1956) writes for an 
eclectic range of instruments as well as 
orchestral and jazz ensembles. An 
American Place is attractive, yet has 
enough meat to engage the brain. 
Eventide is slightly less brash, more 
reflective, but no less approachable, 
again with a distinctly American feel. 
Out Of The Dark is slightly more wispy 
and less substantial, but overall this is 
an excellent recording, played with real 
commitment and panache. **** 
Sound: Recorded at St Luke's, Finsbury, 
this recording has a warmhearted, lush 
and expansive sound that probably has 
as much to do with with JoAnn Falleta's 
palpable immersion in the music as the 
recording itself. Sound quality is simply 
exemplary.***** AG

GRUBER, EOTVOS, TURNAGE
Aerial, Jet Stream, From the Wreckage 
Hakan Hardenberger (trumpet), 
Gothenburg Sym, Peter E6tv6s (cond) 
DGG 20/21 00289 4776150

Music: As the disc notes point out, the 
trumpet was in on the birth of the 
concerto, but its widespread use has had 
to wait for the emergence of a talented 
virtuosi like Hakan Hardenberger, for 
whom two of the three works on this 
excellent disc were written. The three 
works here are contemporary, and 
although the musical structure may be 
unfamiliar, the jazz and blues elements 
add to the richness and variety of the 
programme. ****
Sound: The recording was made in the 
orchestra's home town in Sweden, and 
is adroit in the way that the unfamiliar 
tonalities and textures are handled, 
making this an excellent test recording, 
in the best sense. ***** AG
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "Thequalityofthebass1sveryfine"
SLY & ROBBIE A Dub Experience Island

Music: Bass player Robbie Shakespeare and drummer Sly 
Dunbar provided the backing to many of the great reggae 
and dub albums of the last 25 years, including sets by Grace 
Jones, Black Uhuru and Lee 'Scratch' Perry. These eight tracks 
were originally released on 45rpm dub plates on the Taxi 
label but here they have been remixed by Paul Smykle, who 
has given them a distinctly sharper, tighter sound than you 
get with most dub recordings. The monster bass lines and

killer beats are enlivened by horns, synths and a range of 
sound effects that wouldn't be out of place in a shoot 'em up 
video game. So there's plenty to keep you entertained while 
you win' your body to the killer rhythms. ***** 
Sound: The quality of bass is very fine, with plenty of shape 
and life along with the weight. There is also extensive use of 
reverb that expands the acoustic every which way, so long as 
the system can deliver it. ***** JK

FLECK/ BHATT/ CHENN
Tabula Rasa

SACD (stereo/multichannel SACD plus stereo CD) 
Water Lily Acoustics
Music: Tabula Rasa brings together musicians from 
I ndia, China and the US, all of whom use some form 
of stringed instrument - Jie-Bing Chen plays erh-hu, 
a two-stringed Chinese fiddle, and Bela Fleck plays 
the banjo. Combined with Vishwa Mohan Bhatt's

SOLVEIG SLETTAHJELL
Good Rain

ACT
Music: For her third album released outside 
Norway, Solveig Slettahjell (that's pronounced 
Sul-vay Shiel +Yell) collaborates once again 
with her Slow Motion Quintet to produce a 
quietly compelling blend of piano trio

string bending on the guitar, they make for a plucky
ensemble that produces some beautiful sounds. Mridangam (a karnatic drum 
with tabla-like sound), flute and violin from Sangeet Shankar all contribute to 
the meditative material that occasionally almost boogies. *** 
Sound: Audiophile label Water Lily uses highly purist recording techniques, 
avoiding any form of equalisation or compression... and hardware made or 
modified by EAR. There's no noise reduction either, so you get natural tape hiss 
as well. But it doesn't intrude. ****** JK

augmented by muted horns and gently teasing electronics. The arrangements 
are mostly spare, allowing plenty of room for Slettahjell's rich, occasionally 
fragile alto. Highlights include the yearning Where Do You Run To and the 
twisted blues of Don't Look Bock. The tunes are hummable but the group 
offers enough playful innovation to earn their place in the constantly brewing 
melting pot of Scandinavian jazz, which includes such luminaries as Bugge 
Wesseltoft, Lars Danielson and Esbjbrn Svensson Trio. ****
Sound: Recorded at Bugge Wesseltoft's Oslo studio, there's an intimate feel to 
the record overall. The sound seems less like a singer and her backing band, 
more five extremely sympathetic musicians interacting with sometimes 
fearsome synergy. **** DO

BEIRUT
Gulag Orkestar
4AD
Music: Beirut is Zach Condon, Santa Fe 
multi-instrumentalist and California's 
foremost promoter of Balkan beats. His 
fey tenor isn't the strongest of voices, 
but the mix of thumping percussion, 
blaring brass, swirling accordions and 
wheezing pump organs is infectious. 
There's no attempt at ersatz recreation 
of the increasingly popular sounds 
coming out of Eastern Europe, but he 
has hit upon an incredibly engaging 
Balkanisation of left-field indie and 
Western European folk roots to produce 
one of the most vital-sounding records 
of 2006. ****
Sound: Unsurprisingly considering the 
influences involved, the sound of the 
album varies broadly and the 
instruments often feel a bit too densely 
packed for their own good.*** DO

BEETHOVEN
Piano Sonatas Nos 16, 17 and 18 
Mari Kodama (piano)
SACD (stereo/multichannel SACD plus stereo CD) 
Pentatone 5186063
Music: Something of a child prodigy in her native 
Japan, Mari Kodama's formative musical eduction 
took place in Paris. She has since matured into a 
fluid and expressive player, with a fine ear for the 
jazz-like cross rhythms of the finale of The Tempest.
There is no showmanship for its own sake
here, but she plays these Beethoven sonatas with a freshness, vitality and 
intelligence that meshes particularly well with the predominantly sunny Opus 
31 sonatas. ****
Sound: Pentatone, an offshot (actually a management buyout) of the once 
highly respected Philips Classics Recording Centre, specialises in high-resolution 
DSD recordings. These are usually made in concert locations and use equipment 
that has been specified or modified in-house. This one was made at the 
Doopsgezinde Kerk, a small church with a rather fine acoustic in Haarlem, 
Netherlands, and is an extremely winning example of their quality. **** AG

FREDDIE STEVENSON
Body On The Line

T-Boy
Music: Almost the entire Scottish press 
have raved about twenty-something 
Freddie and his debut album. But for 
once, the hype has been worthwhile - 
this is a fine, witty set that draws on 
some of the best aspects of the finest 
singer-songwriters of the past 30 years; 
Paul Simon, Nick Drake, Morrissey, Al 
Stewart, Jonathan Richman and Belle 
and Sebastian. Not that it's all angst; 
there's also a band who can kick, 
Stevenson's high rasp vocals and his 
arch, intelligent sense of humour. An 
intriguing, uplifting set. **** 
Sound: Body On The Line was skilfully 
produced by ex-Only Ones guitarist 
John Perry, who also plays guitar here, 
and his years of studio experience show. 
This manages to be dry without ever 
being background. **** PS

THE DOORS
The Doors Of Perception
DVD-Audio (CD and DVD-Audio 12-disc box set) 
Rhino
Music: The Doors were arguably the most successful 
chroniclers of the dark side of the 1960s hippy ideal, 
albeit in terms severely obfuscated by self-regarding cod 
poetry and legendarily crowded leather trousers. Rhino has 
boxed up the band's entire six-album original canon in 
double disc packages - original stereo mix on CD, and a 
surround version on DVD-A. Each album may be a curate's 
egg (for every Light My Fire there's a Horse Latitudes or
arguably even an Unknown Soldier) but when Jim Morrison's doomy vocals 
make way for some inspired soloing from organ maestro Ray Manzarek or 
guitarist Robby Krieger, there are some sublime moments of good vibes and 
bad karma. ****
Sound: The surround versions do much to open up the sound, giving more 
prominence to the group's various studio bass players (all replaced by 
Manzarek's left hand on stage), but there is also much fun to be had from the 

i original, often claustrophobic stereo mixes. **** DO
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P RIMARE

I 130

It has the kind of performance 
that products in the next price 

class upwards would envy, yet has 
sacrificed nothing in build, finish 

or usability in the process.

I CD31
If you want an elegant, superbly 

built top-end player, Primare's 
CD31 is an excellent place to 

start. It sounds fabulous and is 
built to sky-high standards.
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SOUND ANO VISION
AWARDS 2006
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Primare marries timeless Scandinavian design with impeccable build quality to 
deliver sound and vision as large as life itself from elegant compact audio and 
video components that are as easy to instal I as they are to appreciate

Affordable high-end audio and video from Scandinavia

www. cseso I uti ons. co u k
01423 359054

For further information please visit www.primare.net

http://www.primare.net


ChoiceMail
The pick of this month's best letters
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Ba/combe Street, London 

NWI 6NW. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

STREAMING LUNACY?

I'm not convinced music servers are necessary. 

They have to contain a computer and a DAC in 

a single box. High-quality DACs and powerful 

computers are incredibly cheap and on the 

slide. A 'hi-fi' server manufacturer can't keep 

up with developments in computers, hard disks 

and DACs in order to make a competitive 

product. Most people already have a PC with a 

hard disk and a DAC within their hi-fi source.

What would be useful, however, is a

'streamer' - I have such a device, in fact. It has 

Above: Cambridge Audio Azur 604H 
hard disk music server

an Ethernet port on one end, allowing you to 

connect Network-Attached Storage (NAS), and 

a digital output on the other for your DAC. The 

streamer can search and select groups of tracks 

on the NAS storage and stream them (at 

audiophile quality) into your DAC. NAS is so 

cheap now that there is no need to compress 

music, so it ought to be possible to make 

something that is both cheap and audiophile. 

You can use your computer to load the NAS 

up. The streamer is the perfect gadget, and 

with a good DAC it's audiophile quality.

Andrew Lyall via email

HFC NAS architecture is found more in 
custom installations than conventional hi-fi 
systems, but the technology is not unknown 
in hi-fi. Nevertheless, the prospect of a true 
hi-fi server does get us excited. While such 
servers are still in their infancy, we've had 
great results with the Cambridge Audio 
640H and the Yamaha CDR-HDlSOO, both 
of which make great ancillary devices. We'll 
be reviewing the new lmerge 53000 in a 
forthcoming issue and we're currently 
looking into a Slim Devices Transporter - a 
WiFi 'streamer' similar to your device, which 
is said to be the first audiophile network 
music player. If it lives up to the claims, you 
can expect a full review of this new 
technology-led hi-fi innovation.

"A 'hi-fi' server 
manufacturer can't 
keep up with PCs and 
hard disks."
HOW TO REVIEW

How do you actually review stufP From my 

experience, whenever you make a change in a 

hi-fi system, the other components take a little 

while to acclimatize to the new one. For 

example, when I changed my speakers, I felt 

the amp took three weeks to adjust to them, 

possibly due to the different load. Putting my 

equipment on a rack for the first time had a 

similar effect, the components taking time 

settling in to their new surroundings. As did 

changing the mains supply. This means that it 

would be very difficult to do any sort of 

meaningful A/B comparisons.

Mark Clayton via email

HFC All of our reviewers have reference 
systems that they know intimately and this 
makes it easier to assess new products. 
Reviewing the item is therefore much 
simpler, as the new equipment's 
characteristics show up quite easily. A/B 
testing, however, is different and more Q

LenerofthemAnth
SO LONG SACD

Now that SACD is widely accepted to be a 
dead duck, will we see CD players going back 
to being just CD players? It seems there's a 
wave of Japanese-led brands that see the 
SACD playback angle as key selling point. 
But, if SACD is dead and no one is buying 
the discs, why bother? As a consumer, I 
would prefer to buy a player that has had all 
the money spent on CD replay. So as long as 
SACD playback is getting attention, I'll be 
shopping elsewhere, fora British player.

Steven Young via email

HFC Fair point. But at least you have a 
choice. Both Denon and Marantz, for 
example, have both CD/SACD and CD-only 
players on the market, which if SACD 
trends continue, may not be a feature of 
their next respective portfolios.

But don’t discount SACD players 
automatically. Even ifyou never buy a 
single SACD, CD/SACD players - especially 
stereo-only models - can bring out the best 
from all discs; some CD/SACD players now 
out-perform similarly-priced CD-only players 
on sonic grounds - with CD!

The author of our letter of the month 
receives a one-metre pair of Crystal 
Cable Connect Piccolo interconnects 
worth £260, featuring a silver/gold 
conductor with Kapton insulation, plus a 
transparent Teflon jacket. So get writing! 
(150 words max please...)
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[Choice Mail] Readers' letters

C relevant when testing one product against 

another, or testing an accessory, such as a 

cable. We'll routinely spend around four to 

six weeks with a product before telling you 

exactly what it can do for your system.

BAR HUMBUG

Surely the bar graphs that you use in your 
Ultimate Croup Tests are superfluous7 Directly 
under each graph you give meaning to the five 
parameters with your percentage scores. Is that 
not sufficient7 The graphs do look a bit corny. 

recent times. The problem I have is in picking 
up from where I left off. Many of the respected 
names seem to have disappeared, and I now 
live 200 miles north of the dealers I knew. The 
real question is, has the sound quality 
improved at the budget end of the market’

Ian Roberts via email

HFC 'Has hi-fi improved over the last decade 

or so?' is a question on repeat here at Hi-Fi 

Choice. The definitive answer is 'yes'. And 

over the last decade especially, the cowboys

"What were called 
'music centres' have 
beenrenamed'one 
box systems'."
HFC The 840A amplifier is an excellent 

choice, Peter. In fact, it won our annual Best 

Stereo Amplifier gong in the £500-£1,000 

category two issues ago (HFC 287), so buy

John Creeke S. Africa have fallen to natural selection and digital with confidence. It's a shame your dealer

technology has rapidly driven quality couldn't be more obliging, but in this case,

HFC The bar graphs are used as a graphical forward. One-box CD systems have indeed you'll have no regrets.

representation of how the products measure 

against a group average. They provide a 

quick 'at a glance' impression of how the 

product performs, without having to delve 

i nto a list of numerical data. It also serves 

from a design perspective by breaking up 

the page summarizing some aspects of the 

'techie' lab report.

BOXED IN

11 has been 13 years since I last bought hi-fi 
equipment. I now have greater use of an 
open-plan living area and more time to play 
music. One option is to reduce the number of 
separate units I have. I noted what used to be 
' music centres' have been renamed 'one-box 
systems' and have even become respectable in

Below: Primare CDilO one-box system 

gained respect, too. Our favourite is the 

Primare CDllO (£1,200), closely followed by 

the Arcam Solo at £1,000. Both have a CD 

player, built-in amp and DAB/FM radio and 

are generally speaking comparable to 

separates of the same val ue, but without the 

bulk and synergy issues. So take the plunge, 

your ears will thank you.

STRIKE IT LUCKY

I am novice at the hi-fi game and I'm not 
confident in conceptualising how a piece of 
equipment will fit into a system. At the 
moment, I have a pair of Castle Conway 3 

speakers, a NAO C542 CD player and an old 
Marantz SR92 receiver. I'm planning to update 
the amp and CD player. Will a Cambridge 
Audio 840A have the power to efficiently 

drive my speakers, as I am quite keen on 
it from my dealer visits.

Unfortunately, the 
dealer has not been 
very obliging in 
letting me bring my 

speakers in to try it out. 
Peter Psarakis via email

DO YOU WANT TO BE FAMOUS?
Now's your chance! We're looking for avid 

hi-fi fans to appear in a new feature called 

System File, in which we aim to explore, 
explain and experience the hi-fi system of 

one lucky reader per issue.

The idea is this: first, you send us a letter 

or an email, explaining why you and your 

hi-fi should be featured. Then, we pick one 

reader and arrange one of our reviewers to 

visit, with notebook and camera in hand. 

Finally, once the lucky reader and our 

reviewer have finished listening, describing, 

discussing and recommending, we publish 

the results - for the benefit of all!

If you'd like to be considered for this 

feature, simply write a 'review' of your 

system - good or bad - using 500 words or 

less and send it to: System File, Hi-Fi Choice, 
Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, 

London NW1 6NW. Alternatively, you can 

email it to: tim.bowern@futurenet.co.uk. If 

we pick you, you'll not only receive a visit 

from one of our reviewers - you’ll also get a 

special Hi-Fi Choice goody bag thrown in, 
too! So get writing... the first instalment of 

System File will appear next issue.

Onlinehmm A few choice comments plucked from our online 
forum. Join in the fun at www.hifichoice.co.uk

Broadband'.

ñc views SSUC CONTACT

It's high time vinyl went 

the way of the Jurassic 

era. It's plainly way 

behind in both technology 

and sound. A well-made 

CD beats the pants of the 

old turntable. The past is 

the past; stop lingering on 

nostalgia...

Coffee

...I'd gladly invite you to 

do a comparison with the 

original vinyl release, 

versus a just-remastered 

compact disc...

Happy Elephant

...Irrelevant. This is about 

preference, not an 

objectively measurable 

phenomenon. But, you 

also need to consider that 

when a master for CD is 

created, the engineer will 

add his idea of how it 

should sound. And that 

will invariably be different 

from the sound of the 

vinyl master-engineer.

Mikehit

Check out this £500 iPod 

docking station and amp 

with valves...

Trizza

...But it's compressed 

audio, so it’s never going 

to be as good...

django5

...While I have never tried 

it, I understand that the 

Apple Lossless format is 

quite good. Which is 

presumably what you 

would use if you were to 

spend £500 purely on an 

iPod system...

Trizza

Valves and iPods... what's 

next? How about a PC 

powered by a water wheel 

and steam-driven telly!

Citizen Bidet
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If you’ve spent more 
than £500 on your Hi-Fi, 
you need one of these

Does your system sound better at 
some times than at others?

If the answer is yes, you could benefit from a cleaner 
power supply. The chaotic nature of mains-borne 
distortion means that your system may be subject to 
damaging interference effects, sudden power surges and 
background noise.

ISOL-8’s new range of advanced mains filters 
and conditioning units is here to help.

Embracing a wide variety of easy-to-use treatments 
devised for single source or amplifier components, and 
accommodating systems of up to twelve devices, the 
ISOL-8 product range is engineered to allow your 
system to shine like never before. It could be the best 
value upgrade you’ll ever make.

Visit isol-8.co.uk and read our article,‘Why condition 
your mains’ to find out more, or call 01423 359054 
for your nearest ISOL-8 dealer.

IsoLink high quality mains leads

CleanLine2 entry-level, mains 
power distribution and conditioner 
unit for up to six components

MainLine2 high quality mains supply 
for individual components

Nic Poulson is the designer of all lsol-8 products.

An inventive, accomplished designer in fields as diverse 

as thermonic valve amplification and international 

airport runway lighting systems, his drive to tackle the 

huge problem of compromised power supply led to 

the founding of Isotek in the late nineties.

Qube3 mains power conditioner for 
high power loads

I S O L - 8
Isolate, / só-iàt, v.t. to render free from external influence

8.co.uk


Ken Kessler [Feature Column]

In his first column for Hi-Fi Choice, the one and only guerrilla guru, the shock jock of audio, the 
closest thing to a force of nature in hi-fi journalism... Ken Kessler picks a few of his favourite systems

C
liché or not, every journalist will tell you 
that he or she is bombarded with 
requests to answer one question: 'What 
is the best/' It doesn't matter what the subject 

is, from notebook computers to fishing rods to 
sat-nav systems to model railway controllers. 
Anyone paid by some journal, website or TV 
programme for his or her opinion will be asked 
for on-the-spot consultation. And only 'the 
best' wi 11 do.

Why such brazenness when only the truly 
shameless would dare to ask a doctor/lawyer/ 
plumber for free advice' Human nature is the 
reason: I suppose that, in a way, journalists are 
considered public property, and therefore fair 
game. You don't expect an invoice from a 
journalist, whereas a lawyer charges by the 
second. Additionally, no journalist wants to 
seem an arrogant prat by refusing to answer.

A more subtle reason for asking reviewers 
face-to-face 'what's best' is that readers always 
assume (correctly) that what's published in a 
magazine is, by its very nature, general. No 
reviewer can come up with the ideal speaker 
for every reader's amp or room, and no 
reviewer can try every product in every possible 
combination. (Equally, readers often assume 
incorrectly that opinions - at least in the UK 
press - are somehow censored. They're not)

What it gets down to is this: those asking the 
question want to know specifically what's the 
best for them. But that's rarely how the 
question is phrased. So, they get angry when a 
reviewer tells them that, for example, the best 
amp in the world - in his opinion - is Model 
XYl, which costs E27,000. As they can only 
afford E650, they stomp off muttering things 
like 'conceited asshole'

Conversely, there are car enthusiasts and 
watch crazies and audiophiles and wine lovers 
who, simply to satisfy their intellectual 
curiosity, genuinely want to know the answer 
to that unanswerable question. Best earl Well, 
one would never suggest that a Range Rover 
cancels out a Ferrari, or that a Mini Copper S 
negates the raison d'etre of the Mercedes S 
Class, so there is no overall best car. Cameras' 
A Leica won't do what a Widelux will, and vice 
versa. So, too, with hi-fi: you don't compare a 
three-watt, single-ended triode with a 
600-watt, solid-state, Class A monoblock.

"Journalists are considered public property. 
You don't expect an invoice from a journalist, 
whereas a lawyer charges by the second."

Audiophiles are as bad as anyone for 
refusing to take 'no' for an answer, so I'm 
getting this off my chest after two decades 
plus of fielding the 'what's best?' question. I'll 
tell you what I think is the best, with the 
following provisos: My taste invariably differs 
from yours, as does my preferred sonic balance: 
midrange authenticity above everything else, 
because I mainly listen to vocals. Convincing 
soundstage and an absence of grizzly, 
fatigue-inducing coloration follow that. And 
way down the scale is bass quantity. Please 
keep that in mind as you read on.

But it's never that easy, and I won't be 
trapped, so I'm breaking it down into systems, 
with a few exceptions. You simply cannot use 
the same scale of 'bestness' for small speakers 

as you would large, especially when the latter 
won't fit into certain rooms. The best preamp 
for CD ain't necessarily what you'd use for vinyl. 
And I refuse to stage transistors against tubes 
because you love one or the other, or you're 
open-minded and employ both without concern 
for the stuff inside. Whatever stance you take, 
be it CD against vinyl or tubes vs transistors, it's 
li ke comparing red wine with white.

Other considerations' Everything on these 
pages is in current production, operates purely 
i n two-channel stereo and is available in the 
UK. And I've heard them. Which also means 
that everything that I haven't heard isn't in the 
running1 Talk about undermining the story 
before it's even started. So, with all those 
provisos in mind, here goes: □
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BEST COMPACT SYSTEM IF YOU 
HAVE A SMALL ROOM AND A 
SMALL BUDGET:
Arcam Solo one-box system, PMC 061 + speakers

A
rcam has delivered a brilliant one-box 
solution for the iPod era, and the PMC 
speakers sound great even with 
mediocre amplification. Price, with a bunch of 

accessories, will be under E2k. This is a budget 
system for which you need never apologise: 
musical, coherent and detailed. No, it won't 
provide the dynamics that only come with size 
and power, but compromise is the rule when 
the budget is finite. By the way, if you're 
wondering what I'd suggest for under El.OOO, 
you're out of luck. Time to grow up. When 
11-year-olds have E200 Playstations and a few 
dozen games and their own TVs and mobile 
phones and computers, E2,000 for grown-ups 
is nothing short of realistic. This is 2006, not 
1978. If you disagree, then you should be 
reading The Big Issue or The Guardian.

BEST COMPACT SYSTEM IF YOU 
HAVE A SMALL ROOM AND A 
BIGGER BUDGET:

W
e're talking around three grand, but 
wow 1 What a system 1 And the Quad 
CDP includes a preamp - genius । If, 
like some harried audiophiles with miserable

Quad 99 CD-P Mkll CD player/preamp 
with matching power amp 

wives, you have a small-ish room, this will deliver 
the magic in a space as compact as 12xl0ft I 
resisted using vintage LS3/5as because of the 
proviso that everything here is in production, 
but the Stirlings are simply the most accurate 
replica for which an LS3/5a-ophile could have 
begged. They have a smooth and silky sound, 
and midband to die for - as you'd expect of an 
LS3/5a. And if you do need more bass, REL's 
latest subwoofers are so comprehensively 
adjustable that you can use them with the 
Stirlings without compromising their purity.

BEST COMPACT SYSTEM IF YOU 
HAVE A SMALL ROOM AND AN 
EVEN BIGGER BUDGET:
Quod 99 CD-P Mkll CD/preamp, Audio Rtseuroh 
VS 100 power amp, Wilson Duettp speakers

T
his is obviously an upgrade path: stick 
with the Quad CD/preamp, but change 
the Stirlings for Wilson Duettes, and the 
power amp for an Audio Research VS 100. 

Sweeter sound, more detail and an added 
bonus: the Duette was designed to be used in 
two operating modes. Away from the wall on 
stands, or right up against it, on shelves. This 
makes it a natural for a high-end package in a 
room where the free-standing option just ain't 
gonna happen. The crossover is 
external, and Wilson supplies 
two different sets of cables and 
resistors clearly marked for either 
application. They're so good 
against the wall, that it's almost 
a hi-fi party trick, defying reason.

BEST COMPACT SYSTEM 
FOR TOTALLY 
UNRECONSTRUCTED 
AUDIOPHILES:

M
y X-RAY gets more use 
than any CD player in 
my arsenal because 

it's on my desk. The Prima Luna re-wrote the 
rules by being one of the first entry-level, 
Chinese-built valve amps with European build 
quality. And the wee Tannoy7 A little miracle, a 
co-axial for the miniaturist While this system 
will hardly cause the floorboards to flex 
bass-wise, it is so involving and musical that 
you'll forget all about its street cred. But 'cred' 
it has in spades, and you'll spend half your 
listening time just grinning at the Tannoys. Oh, 
for those who can't spare the bottom octave, I 
did use these with a REL Britannia subwoofer 
and the match was magical.

BEST ONE-BRAND SYSTEM THAT 
COSTS LESS THAN A FERRARI:

varve amps rr 909 power amp, Quad ESL 2905

T
rust me: Peter Walker (Quad supremo, 
now deceased) is smiling down on this, 
even if it is more expensive than he'd 
authorise and hails from the land of dim sum 

and Maoism. The 2905 is possibly the best 
speaker on earth if you can live with panels, the 
front-end is the best-kept secret in hi-fi and the 
amps are warm 'n' friendly. I used
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Ken Kessler [Feature Column]

this exact package for a few weeks when 
reviewing the 2905, and every single visitor 
was knocked out. I should have asked Quad for 
a commission on the number of ESLs it sold 1

BEST SOLID STATE AMP PACKAGE I 
EVER HEARD:
darTZee/ NHB-18NS preamp and NHB-108 
power amp

C
osts a bundle, looks like hell - the gold 
colour redefines what is truly vile about 
'bling' - but, damn... do these pieces 
sing । Swiss build quality, clever ergonomics, 

the darTZeels are a deserved global success. 
What's so shocking is that the company came 
out of nowhere and shot straight to the top, 
first dazzling influential reviewers in the USA, 
then knocking 'em out in Asia. I've used them 
with Quad ESL, Sonus Faber Guarneri, Wilson 
WATT Puppy System 7, LS3/Sa and other 
speakers, with a variety of sources, and they 
remain consistently pure and commanding.

THE VALVE ELECTRONICS l'D BUY 
IF I COULD AFFORD THEM:
'.agro FL-l emo PL-Fpreamps, VPA power amps

W
ith the right speakers - and they 
sound magical with the Quads, 
LS3/Sas and the current

Martinlogans - this pairing delivers everything 
you could want from valve electronics, with an 
added bonus: they're Swiss-built, like the 
darTZeels. (Detect a pattern here?) They're so 
delicious that owners grow addicted to them, 
such that one dealer told me they're the most 
scarce of all the amplifiers on the second-hand 
trail. With a pedigree like Nagra's, you're talking 
about one of the very few audio brands that can 
match the undeniable credibility in other fields

of Leica, Rolex and Porsche. And you simply 
cannot beat that modulometer for sheer 
audiophile cool.

WHAT l'D OWN WITH NO BUDGET 
CONSTRAINTS AND A ROOM THE 
SIZE OF THE ALBERT HALL:
SME Model M-Murntanle. Series V tonearm.
Koetsu Urusm cartndqe, EMT phono stage, Nagra 
CD player, McIntosh C2200 preamp, Audio
Research REF 210 power amps, Wilson Audio -2
Alexandria soeakers

T
his, I suppose, is the one you've been 
waiting for, and it is contentious 
because it's valve-heavy. But, hey, that's 
my prejudice. More important, though, it 

silences the sort of pissy little idiot who 
accuses reviewers of being obsessed with the 
most costly objects; in every case, there are 
more expensive items on the market. In fact, in 
absolute terms, this system is almost apologetic. 
There's a dearer Audio Research amp and a 
much dearer Mcintosh preamp, dearer Koetsus, 
dearer phono stages and turntables at four 
times the cost of the SME. But to purchase by 
price is to fall into the very trap that has 
discredited the high end. Unapologetically then,
this is simply my lottery win package. either too arrogant to be reviewing, or to

This system is all about authenticity 
and realism, but tempered with 
warmth and humanity.

ill-informed to be believed. There's a lot of 
phenomenal gear out there. So, go 

and listen. HFC

Above: SME Model 30/2 turntable 
with Series V tonearm

There's no sacrifice of detail, but it eschews the 
hyper-etched sound that ruins so many 
otherwise delicious systems. You hear everything 
because this system is an open window into the 
performance, rather than a highlighting of any 
single element. And yet you'd be hard-pressed 
to better the transient attack, the transparency, 
the low-end slam. This isn't merely high-end 
hi-fi: it's pedigreed, commanding, coherent and 
musical high-end hi-fi.

So, do the above solutions answer the question 
about what's the best? No. Will they stop 
readers from collaring me at hi-fi shows? No. 
Did I address cables? No. But what I tried to 
provide, in a nutshell, is a partial display of 
what I've learned over the past 40 years. It 
omits my favourite cables (Yter, Kimber, Siltech, 
Transparent and Atlas) because I just don't go 
there any more. It didn't allow for my favourite 
all-around speaker choice for those with 
miserable wives (Martinlogans). And there's no 
space in the above for my pick of vintage hi-fi 
equipment, some of which still sees off 
anything currently available.

All of which proves there is no 'best'. There's 
only what suits your budget, taste and 
dimensions. Anyone who suggests otherwise is
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[ Beautiful Systems

Digital defined
Almost from the outset, Meridian has been at CD's cutting edge. This 
super-neat, three-piece system shows just how far the format has come

L
et's begin on an encouraging note, 

possibly the most encouraging 
note a Beautiful System review has 
ever begun on. It's a quote from 

Meridian Audio Ltd's chairman and chief 
designer, Bob Stuart. "The 808," says 
Bob, "is the best-sounding CD player 
we've ever made."

From a man who can justly claim to 
have invented the concept of the 
'audiophile-grade' CD player and who 
now fronts a company that has built its 
considerable reputation on what many 
believe to be its unrivalled mastery of 
the digital domain, it's a statement that 
borders on the thrilling. Just how good, 
you wonder to yourself. must it be7 
Patience, dear reader, patience.

DIGITAL DARK AGES
First, the back story. Rewind 22 years. 
I t's 1984, the dawn of compact disc and, 
almost immediately, the marketing lie of 
decade, if not the century - 'perfect 
sound forever' - is exposed for what it is 
by the Meridian MCD, which is so much 
better than the 'perfect' first-generation, 
14-bit Philips CD player its based on. In 
fact, it posits the idea that 'perfect' in 
this context is actually a synonym for 
'crap'. For audiophiles, this is both good 
news and bad.

The bad news is that, straight out of 
the box, CD isn't up to snuff and far 
inferior, sonically, to analogue. The good 
news is that Bob and Meridian are on 
the case and have given the world its 
first souped-up machine... and it doesn't 
sound half bad.

The long haul has begun, and not just 
for Meridian. Improving the sound of CD 
will soon become the major 
preoccupation of the hi-fi industry. The 
important thing for the small 
Huntingdon-based company is that it's 
got the drop on the competition. And it's 
determined to stay ahead.

Next up, and an early indication that 
progress in the digital field is going to 
rip along, is the Pro-MCD. This features a 
separate, custom-designed power supply, 
DAC and oscillator, mounted underneath 
the transport. Even now, when most first 
generation CD players have been either 
binned or kept as quaintly-styled 
curiosities, the Pro-MCD is a sought-after 
classic that can more than hold its own 
with more modern players.

I n 1985, Meridian invents the CD 
transport, separating the disc-reading 
mechanism from the digital-to-analogue 
converter to minimize jitter and other 
distortions associated with the transport. 
The combo is called the 200/203 and 
it's received with rave reviews. But bigger 
things are in the offing. With the 208 in 
1989, 20-bit conversion and preamp 
functionality are combined in one 
machine. Three years later, the two-box 
approach re-emerges with the 602 
transport, 601 Digital Signal Processing 
(DSP) preamp, 603 Digital Control Unit 
or 606 DAC. Of the 602/606, this 
magazine wrote at the time "it was 
damn near impossible to fault" and "a 
very special combination".

MERIDIAN IN BLOOM
The 500 series is launched in 1993 and 
blossoms into a full range of audio/ 
video products, including Meridian's first 
DVD player, the 596, in 1997. From 
1994 onwards, the 508 sets Meridian's 
standard for CD until the advent of the 
GOB in 2003. Then, in 2004, 20 years 
after the birth of CD and 24 CD players 
on, the sum of everything Meridian 
knows about the format is poured into 
one, go-for-broke, two-channel player: 
the 808. As Bob says, simply the best 
spinner of the ubiquitous silver disc he 
knows how to make.

The 808 Signature Reference Compact 
Disc Player, to give it its full title (Bob Cl

"24 CD players on, the sum of everything 
Meridian knows about the format is poured into 
one go-for-broke, two-channel player: the 808."

808i Signature 
Reference CD
player/preamp 
£8,250
Without question 
one of the world's 
great CD spinners, 
distilling and 
applying everything 
Meridian has 
learned over 22 
years at the cutting 
edge of digital 
design. Which is a 
lot. Clean, restrained 
and sleek aesthetics, 
stunning build and 
sound quality to die 
for. The 808i 
delivers peak 
performance when 
teamed direct with 
Meridian's own 
DSP active speakers.

DSP5200 active 
loudspeaker 
£6,150 per pair 
Baby floorstanders 
of Meridian's active 
DSP range, the 
91 cm tall, three- 
driver 5200s are 
nevertheless capable 
of serious volume 
and dynamics 
courtesy of the 
direct digital signal 
feed from the 808i 
and three 75-watt 
power amplifiers in 
each enclosure. Not 
instantly engaging, 
perhaps, but control, 
clout and resolution 
are a winning 
combination for 
long-term listening.
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Cl Stuart and Meridian co-founder Allen 
Boothroyd sign each one, in case you 
were wondering), evolved out of the 
massive and hugely sophisticated 800, 
Meridian's last word on multiformat, 
multichannel optical disc replay with full 
DVD-Audio/Video capability. At its 
heart is a multi-speed DVD-ROM drive, 
capable of reading at standard and high 
speeds. This is a boon for re-reading 
operations if your CD is scratched or 
otherwise damaged.

Three powerful on-board digital signal 
processing (DSP) chips, each capable of 
150 MIPS (million instructions per 
second), handle the datastream from the 
disc. One upsamples the 16-bit/44.1 kHz 
CD signal to 24-bit/176.4kHz. This 
signal is then fed to DVD-Audio 
Delta-Sigma DACs to drive the analogue 
outputs, while a digital signal at 88.2kHz 
sampling rate is routed to the digital 
outputs. Meridian's claim is that this 
unusual technique enables "filtering to 
take place far beyond the range of 
human hearing, as well as offering other, 
audible benefits, right across the audio 
band, for ultimate transparency from a 
CD source". The 808 has a triple 
buffering system, which reduces jitter to 
below 90 picoseconds. This is made 
possible by a new high-stability clocking 
system that re-clocks all digital data. The 
808's analogue and digital sections are 
fed from separate power supplies.

The 808's construction employs a 
motherboard and multiple cards.Each 
card has its own power supplies and 
buffering so that each section - 
computer, decoder, FIFO buffers, DSP 
upsampling, D/A conversion, digital 
output, analogue input and even digital 
input - is on a separate and isolated 
card. The player uses audiophile-grade 
capacitors throughout and every 
component, even the resistors, have 
been hand selected.

The PCBs are all multilayer, many of 
them using six-layer technology for the 
lowest noise and jitter and for optimum 
grounding. The hefty metal and glass 
casing, finished in black lacquer or satin 
silver (silver, matching the speakers, in 
this case) is non-metallic.

SUBLIME SOLUTION
So, there seems little doubt, you could 
use the 808 in any high-end system and 
get sublime results. Many have. But, 
perhaps unsurprisingly, Meridian's 
'system solution' is to keep the signal 
digital to the very last link in the chain 
and, for that, you need a pair of 
Meridian DSP speakers. An obvious 
advantage here is that you connect the 
speakers, with their own built-in 
amplification, directly to the 808. Make 
no mistake, we're talking compound 
elegance here, the inherent beauty of 
the Boothroyd-styled components 

combining with the stark simplicity of a 
system that comprises just three of them 
(the player and two speakers). Okay, four 
if you include the equally chic MSR+ 
learning/programmable remote control.

Outputs include both balanced and 
unbalanced analogue, S/PDIF digital 
coaxial and, as is the case here, Meridian 
comms sockets on DIN connectors for 
direct feeds to Meridian's DSP5200 
loudspeakers. Thus configured as a 
player/preamp (the '808i'), it can 
handle up to six stereo analogue inputs, 
three digital coaxial S/PDIF inputs, and 
two Tosi ink optical digital inputs. In 
either configuration, the 808 can drive 
analogue power amplifiers through its 
variable outputs.

Meridian argues that, as well as 
circumventing the driver-crossover 
headache of conventional passive 
speakers, DSP technology delivers bass 
extension vastly superior to that of other 
loudspeakers of the same volume. 
Moreover, keeping the signal in the 
digital domain until the last moment 
means that there is an unbroken link 
between the recording studio or concert 
hall and your listening room.

The DSP5200 looks like a smaller 
version of Meridian's flagship DSP8000 
and, in essence, it is. The curved and 
tapered cabinet is said to improve both 
stiffness and high-frequency dispersion. 
Cabinet construction uses 19mm-thick
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"The longer you listen to this system, the more you appreciate its 
controlled and considered approach. It doesn't desperately seek 
the listener's attention with the usual canon of sonic sweeteners."
multi-layer materials, with proprietary 
heavy poured resin, and is claimed to be 
inherently stiff with good self-damping 
properties. A two-and-a-half-way design, 
there are three custom-made drivers, 
three 75-watt amplifiers, two multi-bit 
Delta-Sigma digital converters and 
digital crossovers, plus full remote 
control over bass, treble tilt, time-correct 
balance, absolute phase, tweeter axis 
and input. The dual bass drivers are 
160mm long-throw composite designs 
and the tweeter a 25mm aluminium 
dome, silver-wired design. The cabinet 
vents through a dual rear port. Meridian 
says that its advanced signal processing 
"packs dynamics and bass into a size 
that defies imagination"

HEAD-SCRATCHING CLAIMS
It's a claim that might have you 
scratching your head, as it did me. 
I nitially at least, this system sounds 
anything but explosive. There are usually 
two reasons for this kind of first 
impression. One, the system really is as 
flat as tap water. Or two, there's a big 
stick carried in there somewhere but, as 

is often the case with true dynamic 
expression, its size and weight isn't 
immediately apparent. Crank up the 
volume and so the sense of life, pace 
and impact increases.

Plain from the start is that the 
Meridian combo's presentation is 
controlled, low in distortion, finely 
focused and projected well beyond the 
boundaries of the cabinets -both in 
breadth and depth. True, it does lack a 
degree of the startling immediacy and 
'presence' that characterises some active 
designs, but the effortless weight and 
presentation of small details, both 
specific and ambient, lends music a 
rea I ism that draws you in.

With the right material - Dave 
Gilmour's atmospheric On An Island, for 
instance - the system can sound 
stunningly open and airy, yet 
simultaneously solid and propulsive with 
full-blooded tonal colours and 
beautifully resolved timbres. The bass 
not only integrates extremely well but 
combines genuine, controlled extension 
with huge energy and wonderfully 
engaging rhythmic drive.

Even more impressive is the system's 
sympathetic treatment of indifferent or 
over-zealous productions. It pumped 
some colour and vitality into Eric 
Clapton's normally weedy-sounding 
August CD but held George Benson's 
outrageously OT Irreplaceable 
beautifully in check: the usually 
ludicrously over-ripe sounding Six Play 
acquired a degree of listenability that 
was hard to credit.

I n fact, the longer you listen to this 
system, the more you appreciate its 
controlled and considered approach. It 
doesn't desperately seek the listener's 
attention with the usual canon of sonic 
sweeteners, preferring to let the music 
make its own case. The real surprise is 
that your CDs often seem better than 
you remember them, by a large margin 
with discs hitherto considered of 
dubious quality.

As Meridian says in its promotion 
literature, slipping a CD into the hi-fi 
and kicking back in your favourite chair 
to listen is one of life's great pleasures. 
The guys mean it. HFC

David Vivian
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Totem Arra
It's our slimmest floor standing speaker, with a 4.5" sandwich 
cone woofer with dual magnet, and a soft dome tweeter 
tuned for low resonant frequency. Although this design is 
very slim, it produces an amazing - never expected - deep 
bass. The Arro can perform comfortably even near walls. As 
with other Totem models, the Arro's small lateral dimensions 
are a virtue, not a compromise. Its very smallness allows it to 
project a completely believable stereo image most large 
speakers are unable to replicate.

The Arro brings Totem quality to smaller rooms and smaller 
budgets. Yet it performs like a champion, as its narrow 
cabinet has the rigidity of an expensive stand. It has the firm 
monocoque chassis you expect from Totem, with interlocked 
mitred joints, and unique borosilicate damping. It also has a 
hard-wired crossover network with bypassed oil capacitors, 
and it can be bi-wired.

London Area

Five different finishes 
are available-four 
types of veneer: cherry, 
mahogany, maple and 
black ash and the fifth 
being a sublime white 
satin lacquer.

The standard added 
plinth with four spikes 
can be mounted by 
our specialists, 
although optional, 
using the unique 
Totem "Claw" with ball 
bearing to floor system 
will give even better 
results.
The name is evocative 
of the arrow, which 
echoes the tribal 
theme suggested by 
our name, Totem.
The shape of this stand 
also mirrors an arrow, 
long and slim. Like a 
fine quality arrow, it is, 
at once, noticeably 
light and extremely 
rigid. And it reaches its 
target...the heart of the 
music. Listen to it, and 
you'll conclude that 
Totem has hit another 
bullseye with the Arro.
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VIEWS
Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive y Hr* < 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high performance hi-fi in the world.
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Darwin’s delight
Kreil's SACD Standard player has evolved into something stunning

PRODUCT Kreil Evolution 505

TYPE CD/SACD player

PRICE £8.777

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43.8xl5.3x43.8cm
O Weight: 16.8kg O Analogue outputs: single-ended 
(two and six channel) RCA phono, balanced XLR (stereo 
only), Kreil CAST connection (stereo only) O Digital 
outputs: coaxial, optical, HDMI O RS232c control, RC-5 
system link, 12V trigger in/out O Compatible with the 
following disc formats: CD, SACD, CD-R, 44.1 k WAV, AAC, 
DVD-R/RW, DVD+R/+RW, MP3-CD/DVD, WMA

CONTACT a 020 8971 3909 www.krellonline.com

Ithough best known for its predominantly 
high-end, high-power amplifiers, Kreil is a 
full-range manufacturer whose remit 

extends to AV equipment, loudspeakers and 
disc players of various types and levels of 
sophistication. In fact, the company produced 
what to many was the finest CD player of its 
day - the extraordinary but frighteningly 
expensive KPS25. Sadly, this player was 
discontinued when the supply of transport 
mechanisms dried up.

It was followed by the SACD Standard from 
the entry-level KAV range, which included 
multichannel SACD replay in a unit costing 
about half that of the Evolution 505, the 
subject of this test. That model was introduced 
in 2003 and subsequently revised when the 
original mechanism became unavailable. The 
505, Kreil's third SACD player, is from the 
company's no hold's barred Evolution series, 
and adds more sophisticated in design and 
construction as befits the higher price. A
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Krell Evolution 505 CO/SACD player [Review]
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"Highlights include a fully machined case 
with no sharp edges, first class fit and finish 
and a very thick, solid front panel extrusion."

second Evolution model, the 525, will follow 
soon, adding DVD-Video replay to the feature 
set (but not DVD-Audio). There will be a price 
premium, of course, but the two 500 series 
players will otherwise be identical.

The 505 inside story starts with the use of 
separate discrete power supplies, built around 
a 65VA linear transformer for the drive 
mechanism and a 45VA transformer for the 
audio circuits, the latter optimised for Class A 
operation. Both work through with several 
stages of regulation to give a stiff, rock solid 
foundation, which has always been Krell's way. 
Internal signal transmission is entirely 
balanced and in Class A throughout, free of 
feedback and the internal architecture 
operates in current mode, with a whopping 
great 500kHz bandwidth.

Inter-component connections optionally use 
the proprietary CAST (Current Audio Signal 
Transmission) interface as an alternative to 
single-ended (for stereo or multichannel) or 
balanced (two channels only) modes. In CAST 
mode, according to Krell, all linked 
components in a system operate effectively as 
a single component. There is only a single 
current-to-voltage converter stage in the whole 

system when used with a Krell CAST-equipped 
amp, minimising (Krell says eliminating) signal 
transmission aberrations, and effects due to 
cable impedance when transmitting signals in 
the voltage domain.

This is the first Krell SACD player with CAST, 
though the interface was part of the late-spec 
KPS25 CD player. Current mirrors operate using 
LED voltage references, said to result in a 
two-thirds reduction in harmonic distortion. The 
player is equipped with PCM1738 differential 
DACs on each channel, and in-house designed 
DAC reconstruction filters. Four SACD and two 
CD anti-aliasing filters are available to 'fine 
tune' the sound.

So much for the internal nuts and bolts. 
Externally, the player is scarcely less impressive, 
with highlights including a fully machined case 
with no sharp edges or corners (unusual), 
first-class fit and finish, a very thick, solid front 
panel extrusion, and a case-within-a-case design. 
This last includes a high level of decoupling of 
the mechanism to reduce microphony. This, 
incidentally, reduces the differences that are 
usually gained by mass-loading, and it looks 
nicer than sticking a brick on top of the box. 
The controls also have an unusually good 

V

operational feel, even by Krell standards, but 
some may find themselves befuddled by the 
field of tiny buttons on the right hand side of 
the fascia, and curse the fully machined remote 
control that needs to be half dismantled before 
the batteries can be changed. SACD Text is 
included in the player, though CD Text is not. As 
part of its mission to be a complete disc-playing 
solution, MP3 CD (and, intriguingly, also MP3 
DVD discs) can be played.

SOUND QUALITY
To help extract the most from the 505 in 
two-channel mode, we hooked it up to Krell's 
own FBI amplifier (reviewed in HFC 282) using 
balanced Nordost Valhalla cables. The FBI was 
then swapped with a Classe SSP-300 processor 
and CA5100 five-channel power amplifier for 
multichannel operation, and in both cases the 
main loudspeakers (in part because they was 
available in a multichannel configuration) 
included a B&W system based on the 8055 
standmounts, HTM l D centre speaker and 
ASW825 subwoofer. Other speakers used 
included a multichannel system containing five 
Mordaunt-Short Performance 6 floorstanders 
and a Performance 9 subwoofer, plus stereo □
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Peter McKay, vice president of 
soles and marketing for Krell 
Industries, discusses the evolution 
of the Evolution

Why did you introduce this, 
your third SACD player, so soon 
after the previous model?
The Evolution 505 was introduced to complement 
the new series of Evolution products. It features 
CAST technology, which the SACD Standard did 
not have. It also uses a different transport, which 
has proven to be much more reliable.

Does the inclusion of SACD have any impact on 
CD performance?
Since an SACD has a data density similar to a DVD, 
the servo mechanism has to be more precise and 
the error correcting system more robust This 
benefits CD playback as well and, in fact, the 505 
accesses CD tracks more quickly and plays 
scratched discs better than the SACD Standard.

How would you characterise the architecture of 
the Burr-Brown DACs?
The DIA converter uses what Burr-Brown calls its 
Advanced Segment topology. This hybrid multi-bit 
delta-sigma architecture improves low-level 
linearity and noise. It would be tough to call it a 
native DSD or PCM DAC.

Can you explain about the mechanism and its 
control system?
The mechanism works on a DCI (DVD Control 
Interface) as opposed to an IDE interface. From the 
end user's point of view, there is no difference 
between DCI and IDE. As far as sourcing goes, we 
have assured ourselves a solid supply of drives 
through an agreement with the manufacturer. Also, 
since we now have a direct relationship with the 
manufacturer, which was not possible with Philips, 
we get much better sereice and are able to repair 
drives ourselves or send them back for repair with 
good results. This relationship has also enabled us 
to make our own modifications to the drive's 
control software, which have resulted in a richer 
and more intuitive user interface.

□ pairs from Opera and Focal. The FBI clearly 
favoured the speakers that offered the greatest 
power handling capacity, allowing it to fully 
spread its wings.

But does the 505 rea I ly show other players a 
clean set of heels7 One point to bear in mind is 
that it needs about a week to burn in before it 
comes on song, and it goes off the boil 
alarmingly quickly, as we discovered after a 
powercut. Under'cold' conditions, it just 
doesn't want to communicate - it sounds dull 
and congested. But when it's warmed up, it 
could not sound more different. The first disc 
we played - and it was just a warm-up piece 
on auto-repeat in a different room - was Eric 
Bibb's Good Stuff (Opus 3 SACD, but in 
stereo). Played back at a relatively low volume 
level as I walked around the room, the notes 
seemed to crystallise out of the air and hang 
there. The music (try Don't Ever Let Nobody

Drag Your Spirit Down) has an exquisite sense 
of rightness and of timing. I knew, without 
looking, that there was a musician there 
behind my back, playing in the room... except, 
of course, there wasn't I

The same palpable sense of real music being 
made happened again and again, for example 
with the Pentatone version of Shostakovich's 
eighth symphony (Berglund - Russian National 
Orchestra - multichannel SACD this time), and 
then with a long-term piano favourite, the 
Martha Argerich and Mikhail Pletnev disc of 
Prokofiev and Ravel (DGG, on CD). In a way, 
the last of these - and we could have named 
many more - was the most impressive, not 
because of its sonic excellence, though it is 
very good, but again for the exquisite sense of 
timing. The notes were conjured into the air, 
and each note hung around to be savoured 
until its tail had died away. It was not just
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Krell Evolution 505 CD/SACD player [ Review ]

good sound (though it was certainly that) . It was the absolute quintessence of good musical communication. And that's very rare.One rather obvious question at this point was how to distinguish between CD and SACD, and the lame but unavoidable answer is that a direct comparison is not really possible. The Krell is far too good an SACD player to fall for the common pratfalls. It is not lacking in transient vitality and it doesn't sweeten the music; when the occasion demands, it has a hard-driving, bold and physical sound. But there is no accounting for the provenance of recordings that are available in both CD ad SACD form, for example from hybrid dual-layer discs, which are nominally the same in each version. The notes are the same, but there is no getting over the effect of the different processing chains.There is also the question of the switchable filters. It is hard to compare SACD filters 'one' and 'two' with 'three' and 'four', since the two groups have completely different output gain settings. Although the differences within each group - between filter one and two for example, with CD and SACD alike - are sometimes blindingly obvious, at others times we found them hard to detect. In general terms, we tended to prefer one and two over three and four, and usually - but not always - with CD one over two, as the latter slightly softens the impact. The same preference was found with SACD, though the differences were audibly reduced.Perhaps the really important point is that in general terms, SACD provides an even better result than CD. It was in stereo SACD mode that the Eric Bibb recording provoked the comments referred to above, and this was far from being the only SACD to trigger reactions

"I knew, without looking, that there was a 
musician there behind my back, playing in 
the room... except, of course, there wasn't!"
of this kind. Exceptional CDs could also provoke that tangible, uncanny sense of musicians in the room, but the effect was statistically more likely with SACD.Why would you buy this player, if (at nearly nine grand, a big 'if') you were in a position to do sol One reason is its state of the art SACD replay. However, commercially at least, SACD's star does appear to be on the wane. But SACD is neither technically nor sonically deficient. The format has already seen off DVD-Audio, there are plenty of discs available, at least in certain key categories (classical, jazz, acoustic) and SACD won't be redundant until HD DVD and/or Blu-ray provide a truly wide-bandwidth home for high-resolution audio. Given the relative lack of success for DVD-A and SACD, that day may never come. SACD's travails are the worst news for high fidelity, and more importantly for reproduced music itself. But as it stands right now, a good reason in favour of the Evolution 505 is that it is a late (perhaps final) chance to procure one of the finest of all multichannel, high-resolution disc players.I ts CD-playing pedigree is at least equally compelling. The KPS25 has not been available for some years, and it was not possible to compare to two. Nevertheless, it seems that the 505 trades points with that legendary old model. The Evolution 505 has most of the architectural solidity of its distant predecessor, but with a new sophistication, sheen and polish, plus greater resolution. And if you object that 

the price is simply too high to make any kind of sense, well maybe, but you pay for exclusivity - and as long as any product can show cheaper models a clean set of heels, then it has a place. This one does, and therefore it has.I f you are keen to seek out the very best in CD and SACD replay, the 505 should appear at the top of your short list. HFC
Alvin Cold
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VERDICT
□ PRO
A true heavyweight in every 
sense, which addresses all the 
musical issues in a rigorous 
way. Superb build quality and 
finish represent the icing on a 
world-beating cake.

SOUND» 96%
I I I I I I I^T
» SUB EATINGS 
CD 95% EACD 97%

FEATURES » 9f!
I I I I I H«

BUILD 95%

VALUE» 85% 
i i i i i

□ CON
No hi-res digital output; 
balanced/CAST outputs only 
from the two main channels; 
could use an extra display dim 
setting. And it's expensive!

CONCLUSION
Tour de force of disc playing technology with exquisite musical 
discrimination - for example, as we discovered on test, 
between different recordings of Steinway pianos. CD and SACD 
replay are of essentially similar calibre.

HI-FICHOICE » Û1O/n
OVERALL SCORE JI /U
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Lyngdorf's latest digital amp pitches up to perfect the sound in any room

PRODUCT Lyngdorf TDA 2200

TYPE Integrated stereo digital amplifier

PRICE £3,875 (as tested)

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 45x10x45.5cm
O Weight: 18kg O Inputs: three single-ended RCA 
phono, one balanced XLR (with optional A/D convertor 
module) O Digital inputs: three coaxial, one AES/EBU 
balanced XLR, one Toslink optical O Outputs: stereo 
phono outputs from DAC, loudspeaker terminals 
O Microphone, trigger minijack inputs O RS232 in/ 
output O Rated power: 200 watts per channel (8 ohms)

CONTACT Q 0870 9100 100 www.lyngdorf.com

I
n one guise or another, Lyngdorf has been 
at the cutting edge of digital amplification 
for as long as there has been digital 
amplification. Its best-known digital product, 

the Millennium, was (and, in Mk IV livery, still 
is) the first and best of the digital amp breed. 
Much of that Millennium genome can be 

found in the more down-to-earth TDA 2200 
integrated digital amplifier.

This is a very digital, very modular affair. In 
its basic layout, the £2,400 TDA 2200 doesn't 
even process analogue signals, save to output 
them to other sources or to loudspeakers. The 
A/D module (£275) brings line-level analogue 
inputs to the party, but the more significant 
module is the £1,200 RoomPerfect system. 
Together with a long length of cable and a 
very, very accurate measuring microphone, 
'RoomPerfect' attempts to minimise the 
deleterious effects of room, listening position 
and loudspeaker idiosyncrasies to deliver the 
best possible sound. RoomPerfect isn't 
designed to make every system sound the 
same, though; it's designed to maintain the 
tonal balance of the speakers, but also 
compensate for the room's influence and mild 
peaks and troughs in the speakers' frequency 

response. In other words, it's designed to bring 
out the hidden ‘inner speaker' inside your 
existing loudspeakers, no less.

Here's how it works. Entering the 
RoomPerfect set-up menu on the scrolling blue 
dot-matrix front panel display, you position the 
microphone as close as possible to your 
optimum listening position. The TDA 2200 
then goes through a series of eerie BBC 
Radiophonic Workshop style sound effects 
(your neighbours will think you are sitting 
through a Blake's 7 retrospective) and then 
prompts you to reposition the microphone. This 
is the 'focus' measurement. You can make eight 
'focus' presets on the TDA 2200, so you could 
have different positional settings for sitting 
slightly forward or back in the chair, or sitting 
to the side and so on. Next, place the mic 
randomly in the room (not between the 
speakers) several times until you have achieved
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Lyngdorf TOA 2200 integrated amplifier [ Review ]

ANALOG

RoomPerfect helps to improve the bass 
without undermining the rest of the sound 
and the result is the best of both worlds."
a 90 per cent (or more) 'Room Knowledge'. 
Now you have a 'global' setting established. 
Fortunately, all this is guided by the menu 
system and is no more complex than setting 
up a home cinema system. Don't try to skip 
using the microphone stand, though, as the 
subtle micro-movements and your pulse will 
give false readings that will be automatically 
rejected by the TOA 2200.

You can add more measurements and 
refinements like your speaker/rear wall 
distance, too. These settings are attached to all 
the filter options on the amplifier. You can also 
by-pass the whole Room Perfect system by 
pressing 'O' on the Arcam/Linn-like remote 
handset (some better labelling would be nice).

Discounting the RoomPerfect and the AID 
module, the TOA 2200 is a richly specified 
all-digital amplifier, delivering 200 watts into 
eight ohms and 375 watts into four ohms. It's 
designed to work up to 33 kHz, so it's no 
SACD-enhancing, super-wide-bandwidth 
design, but it's claimed to stick within 0.2dB of 
a ruler flat 20Hz-20kHz frequency response 
and no analogue design comes close to that 
accuracy. It also includes upgradable voicing 

curve filters, to soften, open up or remove 
sharpness from a digital recording. Some may 
think this 'cheating', but these are deliberate 
attempts at removing some of the more 
obvious tonal lifts and tweaks placed on 
recordings at source, to make them more 
airplay and download friendly.

Upgrades are key, too. Lyngdorf is constantly 
sampling new installations and adding them 
to the room and speaker correction database. 
These come through as periodic updates that 
can be squirted through the RS232 link via a 
PC. But, for all this complexity, the amplifier is 
deceptively simple to use and navigate, thanks 
to a handful of small multifunction buttons, a 
dirty great controller/volume dial and a useful 
display. This all sits in front of a well-built box, 
albeit one larger than most integrated amps.

SOUND QUALITY
I f you speak to a non-audiophile electronics 
engineer or scientist, you'll hear the criticisms 
of the sceptic about all hi-fi: amplifiers, like CD 
players and (especially) cables, make little or 
no change to the overall performance. But, this 
time, the amplifier (with RoomPerfect in place) 

makes a big difference. How big a difference 
depends on how far you deviate from the hi-fi 
hot seat ideal.

I f you set up your system according to 
traditional hi-fi attributes (with the speakers 
well into the room to eliminate bass boom 
from the corners), RoomPerfect's 'focus' setting 
has its work cut out. This is not because the 
system is already as good as it is going to get, 
but because you are already, unconsciously 
doing the work for the amplifier. Move the 
speakers into their best position to deliver 
deep bass and the sound gets thick in the bass, 
but midband and treble are at their best. In 
this position, RoomPerfect helps to improve 
the bass without undermining the rest of the 
sound and the result is the best of both worlds.

Even in more traditional settings, the voicing 
curves help to improve performance with 
troublesome recordings. Although not 
applicable to every disc (voicing curves make a 
big improvement to modern pop recordings 
designed for MP3 replay and are best avoided 
on sublime classical cuts from the 1950s to the 
1970s), these voicing shifts appeared to make 
an even bigger improvement than RoomPerfect 
in our test room. In fairness, it transpired that 
- in almost any listening position - this room 
just happens to be so perfect a match for the 
Studio 140 floorstanders we were using that 
ProAc should really consider putting up a blue 
plaque outside. But, as they say on the 
interweb, 'YMMV' (Your Mileage May Vary). c:i
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[ Review ] Lyngdorf TOA 2200 integrated amplifier

We spoke to Peter Lyngdorf, 
owner and founder of Lyngdorf 
Audio, about RoomPerfect and 
its place in a hi-fi system

HFC Is RoomPerfect a 
replacement for good set-up?
PL No correction system can remove reflections or 
change the directivity of the speakers. Therefore, it 
is desirable to place your speakers symmetrically in 
the room. Also, it is desirable to have a reasonable 
amount of absorption. It is quite important to 
control reflections from behind the listening 
position and from the floor in front of the speakers.

On the other hand, with RoomPerfect in your 
system, you should not try to 'control' the bass by 
moving the speakers far away from the boundaries. 
Keep the speakers where they produce too much 
bass and let RoomPerfect reduce the level in the 
correction filter. The net result will be tighter and 
more time-coherent bass, plus more dynamic range 
and less distortion.

How does the growing database of installations 
shape RoomPerfect?
Every month, we visit some of our clients to get a 
first-hand experience of how the system performs 
under very different conditions. Based on the first 
50+ visits, we are now releasing a number of new 
voicings to accommodate personal taste and to 
compensate for less than perfect recordings. So far. 
we did not find any situation that required 
modifications to the RoomPerfect algorithms.

Can RoomPerfect work in the analogue domain? 
RoomPerfect will be available in stand-alone 
products, both as a preamplifier with digital and 
analogue inputs and outputs, and also as a pure 
analogue in/analogue out option, to be used 
between your preamp and power amp.

The strategy of Lyngdorf Audio is to enhance 
sound reproduction in listening rooms. Today we 
have the RoomPerfect technology, but we are 
working on other areas of improvement using our 
DSP and acoustics know-how. We now have more 
than 20 engineers working on R&D, which enables 
us to do real scientific research.

Will RoomPerfect technology be licensed to 
other manufacturers?
Yes - the first contract has already been signed 
for third-party consumer products, which will be 
much more expensive than existing Lyngdorf 
components. The first contract on the pro-audio 
side is also imminent.

Cl Even in the best room for the task, there is 
still only one place where all the magic 
happens. If you sit even slightly off axis - too 
high, too low or too close - the sound of the 
speakers quickly deteriorates. It's here that 
RoomPerfect comes into its own. Set to 'global', 
the loudspeakers quickly become almost 
omnidirectional, giving everyone in the room a 
shot at good sound. Yes, this is the audiophile 
equivalent of a Pyrrhic victory; to achieve the 
best sound around the room, the quality of the 
sweet spot must fall. But the added felicity 
that comes from the rest of the room having a 
good time soon balances this out (besides, 
when the other listeners are gone, you can 
quickly turn things back to normal).

What is the TDA 2200 like without all the 
processing in place7 The basics are all there, 
although it's not an amplifier that does 
'mellow' well. This is an accurate, precise and 
clean-sounding amplifier, which could err on 
the side of brightness with metal-domed 
loudspeakers. It is powerful enough to deal 
with large dynamic swings found in complex 
modern classical music like Rachmaninov's 
Symphonic Dances, yet is also refined enough 
to cope solo female vocals and the complexity 
of be-bop rhythms. If you want a slight 
softening of leading edges (say, your musical 
tastes run from Maceo Parker to Fred Wesley 

and the Horny Horns), use the analogue stage; 
it doesn't change the fundamental sound of 
the system, but it does make it less 'direct'.

This might sound more than slightly crazy, 
but even if we were unsure of the TDA 2200's 
basic sound, it would still be on our shortlist. 
The digital processing is so seamless and works 
so well that it's hard not to be impressed. Yes, 
the closer you get to traditional audiophile 
perfection in the system and the room, the less 
Room Perfect seems to affect the sound, but 
this is a good thing - it doesn't intrude on 
systems where its presence is not vital, but is a 
welcome bonus to those who need it. We 
suspect that Lyngdorf will not be keeping 
RoomPerfect to itself for long and many 
digital-savvy companies will be beating a path 
to the Danish firm's door soon. Regardless, 
RoomPerfect lives up to the name. HFC

Alan Sircom

VERDICT

CONCLUSION
If your systern is perfectly sorted, this may be a solution in 
search of a problem, but a surprising number of speakers and 
rooms will benefit from this revolutionary approach to music 
replay. Those who really need it will never want anything else!

SOUND 88%
iiii nrr

n pro
Ingenious method of 
removing the room from the 
'good sound' equation. Crisp, 
detailed sound, capable of 
flexibility in replay filtration. 
Upgradable, too!

FEATURES 95%1 1 1 1 1 1 M
BUILD » 90%
i i i i i i i izx:

□ CON
The better your system and 
the better your room, the less 
the need you have for 
RoomPerfect. Remote handset 
could do with better labelling_

VALUE 85%
1 1 1 1 I ^»1

HlfICHOICE )) R7%
OVERALL SCORE
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Those who appreciate g ood sound will prefer the tighter "S."

open
stop

New 30105 series:
Tighter bottom-end, livelier sound, more drive...same price

CD player £

• Brand-new "CD solution" - custom­
made transport mechanism, servo 
units and control mechanisms

• Twin Burr-Brown PCM 1704 mono 
DACs and a discrete output stage

• Low jitter clock and a large toroidal 
transformer with separate windings 
for the transport mechanism and 
audio stages.

Integrated Amplifier £

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to 
lOOW for the previous model)

• 6 line inputs, bi-wiring and bi­
amping compatible

• Option to fit a MC or MM phono 
cartridge

• Remote control

Power Amplifier £

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to 
lOOW for the previous model)

• Capable of driving sophisticated 
speaker systems, in bi-amping 
mode or monoblock mode

• Clean and extended low frequency 
response

Exposure Electronics Ltd: The Works, 59 North Street, Portslade, East Sussex BN41 1DH, England. Tel: +44 1273 423877 / Fax: +44 1273 430619 / Email: info@exposurehifi.com

mailto:info@exposurehifi.com


The lone ranger
This super-cute floorstander is the latest speaker in Leema's growing range

PRODUCT Leema Acoustics Xone

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE £2,245 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 14.2x89x21 cm
O Weight: lSkg O 25mm fabric dome tweeter
O Two lOOmm polypropylene bass/mid drivers
O Sensitivity: 87.SdB O Impedance: 6 ohms (nominal)

CONTACT a 01635 291357
(@ www.leema-acoustics.com

N
amed after its two principals, the 
respected and experienced ProAudio 
engineers Lee Taylor and Mallory 
Nicholls, Leema Acoustics was founded in 

1998, with the initial intention of 
re-inventing the miniature loudspeaker, in 
the form of a tiny metal-encased 
sub-miniature called the Xen, which we 
reviewed very favourably back in HFC 245.

Several other Leema speakers have 
appeared since then, as well as an 
attractive and unusual range of 
electronics, but in one key respect this 
Xone resembles that original Xen. 
Although it's a floorstander - only the 
second in the Leema line-up - the 
enclosure actually has the same footprint 
as the tiny Xen. It also uses superficially 
similar drive units, but in this case there's 
an extra bass/mid unit immediately 
below the main one (the Xone is a 
two-and-a-half way design). This second 
driver is used to augment the bass end 
of things, along with the port located 
on the rear.

Both the little cone drivers have 
l OOmm chassis, which explains why 
Leema has managed to come up with 
a floorstander that's just 14.2 
centimetres wide. It's a little deeper 
than its width, though the depth is 
still very modest at 21 cm, and the 
whole thing stands just 89cm tall 
(including its plinth), which places the 
drive unit array just a little below 
seated ear height.

Few floorstanders look more 

grille is supplied to cover up the drivers, 
though its wooden frame looks a little thick for 
optimum acoustic performance so it was not 
used during the review. In any case, the drivers 
are properly and neatly flush mounted into the 

front panel.
Because the 

footprint is 
so small, 
stability is 
potentially 

a real issue, so a proper additional plinth is 
supplied, crafted from black painted MDF. This 
means the floor coupling spikes are located 
well outside the enclosure edge. Happily, spike 
accommodation is secure, with no tendency to 
strip the threads of the sockets. Strangely, no 
lock-nuts were supplied with the 6mm spikes, 
which is inexplicable and inexcusable.

High-quality ingredients are used 
throughout. The cabinet is damped internally 
with bitumastic panels, acoustic foam liners 

and natural wool. Internal wiring uses 
Nordost Micro-Mono-Filament cables, and 
the bi-wired crossover has Clarity Cap 
capacitors and air- and iron-dust-cored 
inductors. Soldering is fully RoHS 
compliant, using lead-free, silver-loaded 
solder, and twin gold plated terminals are 
fitted conveniently low down at the back.

The Seas-sourced bass and bass/mid 
drivers have large, magnetically screened 
magnets and open, unobstructive baskets. 
A fibreglass composite coil former drives 
the 80mm diameter cone. The tweeter is a 
screened neodymium magnet device from 
Tymphany (formerly known as Vifa), as 
used in the rest of the Leema range; its 
fabric dome diaphragm is quoted as 
25mm diameter, but looks more like 
28mm on our ruler.

SOUND QUALITY
By adding an extra bass-only driver and 
a larger enclosure to the Xen 
configuration, one would expect the 
Xone to resemble the Xen closely, while 
also offering extra bass weight and 
extension. There's some truth in such a 
prediction, for sure, but our 
measurements show that the situation 
is actually rather more complex. 
Despite the undoubted similarity of 
Xone and Xen in both dimensions and 
drivers, the two designs show a number 
of important differences.

For starters, both speakers have quite 
similar port tuning frequencies - 53Hz 
for the Xen and 46Hz for the Xone -

discreet and few are more prettily 
dressed, either. Our samples came in 
a quite deliciously figured pale birds 
eye maple, though darker rosewood

so any increase in the latter's bass 
extension won't be all that great. 
Where the Xone really scores, 
however, is in a significantly greater

and ebony alternatives are 
also on the options list. Sharp 
edges all round give a very 
crisp impression, and a small

sensitivity, especially through 
the bass region. That's partly 
achieved by drawing extra 
amplifier current through the

SO Hl•FI CHOICE I january 2007

http://www.leema-acoustics.com


Leema Acoustics Xone loudspeaker [ Review ]

"Musically speaking, this is a very engaging 
little floorstander, capable of distinguishing 
the innate quality of any given recording."
region where both main drivers are operating 
in parallel (such as below 600Hz). The main 
implication is that, unlike the Xen, the Xone no 
longer needs wall proximity to boost its bass 
region to match the midband. The impedance 
is still pretty easy to drive, staying above five 
ohms throughout, though a rather obvious 
'bump' at 125Hz indicates a resonance that 
may be related to the columnar shape.

In fact, the enthusiasm of its port output, 
and the latter's proximity to a major mode in 
our listening room, made finding the best 
position for the speakers quite tricky. At our 
'normal' free space sites, fronts l.l m out from 
the wall, there was too much mid-bass output, 
and it wasn't until the speakers were a full 
l.Sm out that this mid-bass peak was largely 
avoided. While the bottom end still wasn't 
particularly smooth or even, decent extension 
to 30Hz in-room was now achieved.

The overall tonal balance is pretty well 
ordered through the bass and lower midband, 
but the smoothness from 600Hz up to 3kHz 
that so characterized the little Xen is 
unfortunately not repeated here. Rather, the 
Xone's output peaks up about 2-3dB around 
900Hz-l.3kHz, and then shows an obvious 
notch at around 1.8kHz.

Sonically, and when optimally positioned, the 
Xone has a dry, cool bottom end, and a slightly 
forward overall character. Detail is notably 

clean, coherent and well projected, though this 
does mean that poor quality recordings and 
compressed material can sound rather 
unforgiving and sometimes even a little 
aggressive and fatiguing, especially if the 
volume is turned up high.

Although it could have more weight and 
drive, the speaker has good agility and an 
essential cleanness at the bottom end. It never 
'grumbles along' with the music, but only 
makes itself heard when the material demands. 
11 has a fine freedom from chestiness on male 
speech, though there is a slight thickening of 
textures nonetheless, and the sound could 
perhaps have a little more warmth. Cellos, in 
particular, sound too dry and lacking in 'body'.

Although the dynamic range is wide and any 
boxiness well controlled and suppressed, one 
sort of wishes for more basic oomph and drive, 
and a more muscular delivery overall. There's 
not much in the way of dynamic grip and 
tension here, though the music has good 
coherence and fine top-to-bottom timing.

Musically speaking, this is a very engaging 
little floorstander, well capable of 
distinguishing the innate quality of any given 
recording. Imaging is quite superb, with fine 
precision and focus in addition to the lack of 
boxiness and cabinet coloration. However, 
speech proved rather less convincing, as nasal 
and 'cupped hands' colorations were quite 

obvious when compared to an established 
speech monitor like a BBC LS3/5a, and there 
was a degree of lower frequency thickening 
too. Although it wasn't possible to compare 
the Xone with the Xen, the fact that the 
farmer's measurements are much less even in 
the upper midband and presence would seem 
a likely reason for this speech coloration.

None of this stops the Xone delivering high 
entertainment value when playing music. Its 
lightness of touch and superior coherence 
certainly set it well ahead of the pack, as does 
the fine imaging and top quality veneered 
finish. Although the cool balance won't suit 
every taste, the impressive detail projection 
and fine speed make this an impressive 
communicator, even when operating at very 
low levels. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT I JI
SOUND 86%
Illi ITTWFi

EASE OF DRIVE » 84%
i i i i i i iJMm

BUILD 91% 
l l l l I l U

VALUE » 79%
iiii r«Mm

□ PRO
Compact floorstander has a 
beautiful, high-performance, 
real-wood enclosure. It 
delivers a lively, open sound 
with bags of detail, alongside 
a dry but notablyclean bass.

UCON
Price is high for a speaker

:armth- Midb:nd forward :nd 
projected, and speech shows 
nasal coloration.

CONCLUSION
This pricey but exceptionally pretty ultra-compact floorstander 
uses classy ingredients to deliver a very clean and open sound 
with a dry, forward character. Imaging is superb, and the 
sound very coherent, though speech has some coloration.

HIFICHOICE » MO/n
OVERALL SCORE OJ /U
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EDITOR'S CHOICE

tange please!
No longer making one new product a decade, Gamut has moved its top CD player up several gears

PRODUCT Gamut CD3

TYPE CD player__________________________________

PRICE £3,500

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43x11.1x42cm
O Weight: 15kg O Analogue outputs: balanced XLR 
sockets, single-ended RCA phono sockets © Switchable 
coaxial digital output © 24-bit/192kHz upsampling

CONTACT fit 01252 702705 » www.gamutaudlo.com

I
t's all change at Gamut! Since Lars Goller 
took over two years ago, the company has 
been launching new products at the rate of 
about two or three per year. And now, Gamut's 

top disc player - the CD1 - has been replaced 
by the CD3. Its distinctive blue lights are a 
perfect aesthetic match for the DI 150 
integrated amp that we reviewed so positively 
in HFC 275. But the question is, can this 
solidly built player live up to that precedent?

Gamut has taken a comprehensive approach 
to chassis construction and shielding. The CD3's 
interior is divided into three by a tunnel of 
stainless steel. This forms an inner chassis, which 
supports both the Philips disc mechanism and 
digital output board on rubber suspension. It 
also shields the power supply from the sensitive 
signal processing and conversion elements.

The power supply has separate toroidal 
mains transformers for the player's digital and 
analogue sections, in an attempt to minimise 

any negative influence that one can exert on 
the other. The idea is to keep high-frequency 
noise out of the analogue stage, to minimise 
distortion in this final part of the signal chain.

To ensure voltage stability, the DAC board 
itself incorporates ultra-low-noise components. 
These are said to make for a better sounding 
player, with increased stability and reliability 
compared to its forebear. Prior to converting 
the signal, the CD3 uses a 24-bit/192kHz 
converter to upsample the digital signal. It 
takes this bitstream into the analogue domain 
via a Burr-Brown PCM 1792 24-bit DAC 
(replacing a Crystal unit in the CD1).

According to Gamut, the analogue output 
stage has been designed using a psychoacoustic 
(rather than purely measured) approach to 
making the best component choices. The 
selection of components therefore largely relied 
on subjective tests and not so much on 
objective lab measurements, even though the
CD3 is claimed to measure very well.

The analogue stage's output can be 
extracted via both phono and balanced XLR 
sockets, the latter offering a 4.35Vrms output 
that doubles the single-ended voltage level 
and makes it eminently capable of driving long 
interconnects. The coaxial-only digital output 
has a switch beside it inscribed 'open' and 
'75ohm', somewhat cryptically, as is Gamut's 
style of late. Open actually means 'on' and 

75ohm means that the output is terminated 
with a 75-ohm load internally and is thus 'off'. 
Sometimes a little clarity would be helpful!

This is a big player, but it still fits on a 
standard 17inch rack. Nevertheless, it's a 
good-size lump with well-finished casework. 
The top plate has the brand name cut out, the 
footwear underneath appears to be in stainless 
steel and each foot has three silicone beads 
inset, in an attempt to minimise resonance in 
the chassis. Operationally, the remote is a 
touch idiosyncratic; pressing ’back skip' takes 
you to the previous track and pressing ‘play' 
does not relieve one from pause mode. The 
lovely front panel buttons rely on words rather 
than symbols, which makes them a little slow 
to navigate and - should you use the dimming 
option to extinguish the lighting - you are left 
with no names at all. The drawer sled seems a 
little clunky for a player at this price, but we 
had a very early sample.

SOUND QUALITY
We used the CD3 with both balanced and 
single-ended cables. On the whole, the 
XLR-plugged persuasion gave a better result, 
but the difference is small enough for this not 
to be an issue if a partnering preamp has only 
RCA phono socket inputs.

It took a while to get to grips with the sound 
from this player. It doesn't have any obvious
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Gamut CD3 CD player [Review]

"As with other Gamut electronics, this 
player carves out very solid and real imagery 
when the music has it to offer."
foibles for one to grasp and it doesn't make a 
song and dance about any one audio aspect in 
particular. In this respect it's like the matching 
DI 150 amp: its exceptionally high resolution 
gradually makes itself heard and the more 
music you play, the more it becomes apparent 
that you are hearing things that were not 
previously noticeable. For instance, in our 
oft-used Brendel/Beethoven piano piece there 
seem to be fewer quiet moments between 
notes; this is because you hear more of the 
harmonics/decay from the preceding notes 
filling in the gap. An inky silence in-between 
may seem calmer and more attractive in some 
respects, but is not telling the whole story.

As with other Gamut electronics, this player 
carves out very solid and real imagery when 
the music has it to offer. Keith Jarrett's 
Carnegie Hall disc reveals an extremely 
weighty instrument sat upon a stage that 
Jarrett can't help but tap his foot upon. This 
inspires similar footwork from the listener in 
response. The CD player effortlessly reveals the 
charged atmosphere of Jarrett's first solo 
concert for ten years and the ambience of that 
iconic venue. Diana KralI's It's Got To Be Love is 

likewise reproduced in starkly real dimensions, 
all three coming together to place her in the 
room between the speakers - though whether 
'stark' is appropriate for such a sophisticated 
sounding recording is a moot point

Dynamics have always been a Gamut strong 
point and we suspect it's because of its 
capabilities in this area that the CD3 really 
elevates itself into the front row of high-end 
players. In both micro-dynamics (the difference 
in level between notes) and energy (the ability 
to swing power precisely where and when it is 
needed), its dynamic quality is clear with both 
subtle and powerful music. This helps to make 
each piece seem more interesting and 
musically deep than usual. So engaging was 
the experience that several well-worn test 
tracks ended up playing their way to the end.

We were also struck by the ability to eek out 
space and light from Jaga Jazzist's What We 
Must disc, which usually sounds horribly 
compressed. The rendition it gave of Oslo 
Skyline was nothing short of awesome, the 
track opening up and revealing the multiple 
layers of instruments and effects, not to 
mention noise, albeit of the Joyful variety. It 

couldn't pull the drums up in the mix though, 
more's the pity; we suspect that only the sound 
engineer could have managed that trick.

We can imagine some listeners craving a 
more demonstrative sound from their discs, 
with beefier bass and more etched highs, but 
that would be to ask for a contribution from 
the player itself - a coloration, in fact Subtle 
varieties of coloration can be found in lots of 
hi-fi and often to pleasing effect, but ultimately 
this gets in the way of the main attraction: the 
music. With a player of the CD3's calibre, you 
have to rely on the software to provide your 
bone-crunching lows and sky-touching highs. 
But have no fear, it will if you've got both 
Metallica and Arvo Part in your collection. 
Which, as a broad-minded, catholic tasted HFC 
reader, we assume you have. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
n pro

Superbly balanced sound: 
dynamics, timing and imaging 
are all first class, while the 
tonal balance is right on the 
money. If you want absolute 
CD fideLity, this is your player.
UCON
Drawer mechanism on our 
sample could be slicker; 
remote operation is a little 
counter intuitive; unclear 
digital output labelling.

SOUND 94% 
r ft i i i i fa

FEATURES » 82% 
I I I I I I»

BUILD 92% □ I I I I IME]

VALUE » 88%
I I I I I I — I

CONCLUSION
Come the HFC Awards issue next year, rivals will have to raise 
their games to stay ahead of this Danish player. It has superb 
resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance 
and ultimately an irresistible ability to draw you into the music.

OVERALL SCORE & I /U
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a Cyrus system 1s not just for Christmas 
- it’s for life!

WHAT Hl Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
WHATHIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

CD PLAYERS

CYRUS CD6S

CD PLAYER
BEST CD PLAYER £1000-£1500

CYRUS CD8X

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £750 - £1250

CYRUS 8vs2

Our systems will make your Christmas truly amazing
— you could ask Archie, but he is a dog and the headphones were 
Photoshop’d in by the photographer:)

For news on our latest products or to download the new brochure, please visit www.cyrusaudio.com » +44 (0)1480 435577

http://www.cyrusaudio.com


Yamaha AX-497 integrated amplifier [ Review

Back to basics
After years in the home cinema wilderness, this amp marks Yamaha's return to its stereo roots

PRODUCT Yamaha AX-497

TYPE Integrated stereo amplifier

PRICE £300

CONTACT a 01923 233166 www.yamaha-uk.com

T
he death of stereo may have been 
announced by multichannel-minded 
commentators some time ago, but

Yamaha is just one of several big names to 
have announced a whole new range of stereo 
components recently. Of the two amplifiers in 
Yamaha's range, this is the upmarket offering.

The basic specification holds no surprises, 

transistors per channel, mounted on internal 
heatsinks, and the volume control is a 
motorised mechanical potentiometer.

Yamaha’s publicity for this amplifier makes 
extensive use of buzzwords (we particularly like 
Total Purity Audio Reproduction Technology or 
’ToP-ART') but it’s clear that this is an 
evolutionary rather than revolutionary product.

SOUND QUALITY
The AX-497 has an essentially clean and tidy 
presentation, no obvious foibles in the 
coloration department, good extension at top 
and bottom of the range, and a generally open 
approach to dynamics and imaging.

Moving down to the true bass, there is plenty 
of depth and decent weight with the Yamaha, 
but in the end control is not the best around. 
Again, this is a trade you may well be prepared 
to make. Few budget amps make more than a 
valiant attempt at this anyway and the odd 
moment of imprecision on ultra-low notes and 
bass drum hits is not too distressing.

We were glad to make the acquaintance of 
the AX-497. In terms of overall achievement, it 
scores highly and yet its particular strengths 
and weaknesses distinguish it from its 
competitors. Recommended for audition. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND » 79%riiiii —m
FEATURES » 87%

BUILD » 83%

VALUE » 88%
lililí II— I

□ PRO
Open and detailed upper 
midrange, with superb space 
around instruments and 
hence some highly plausible 
imaging. For the money, this 
is well worth a look, even in 
the face of the competition.

a con

A Little coloration in the tenor 
register is a bit much with 
some speakers, and bass isn't 
the best controlled.

CONCLUSION
While it isn't all things to all men, what this amp does well it 
does very well and ifyou value clarity on female vocals and 
high-pitched instruments you should certainly hear it With the 
right speakers, this could make a lot of hi-fi for not much cash.

HI FICHOICE » o/io/n 
OVERALL SCORE ZU
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RUARK

HIFI 
magazine

BEST BUY

Cutting edge™
Ruark has slashed the size of its classic Sabre standmount and the result is highly emotional

PRODUCT Ruark Sabre III

TYPE Standmount loudspeaker

PRICE £899 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 20x33.5x27cm
© Weight: 8kg © 27mm textile dome tweeter 
© 150mm pulped fibre cone bass/mid driver
© Sensitivity: 86dB © Impedance: 8 ohms (nominal)

CONTACT a 01702 601410 www.ruark.co.uk

T
wenty years ago, Ruark gave the world 
loudspeakers named after ancient 
armaments: the Broadsword and the 
Sabre. The latter morphed into 'MklI' form in 

the late 1980s, then ten years back it quietly 
went out of production.

Happily, the Sabre is now back in Mklll form 
and looking rather different to its predecessor. 
For a start, it's about two-thirds of the size of 

the original, which was conceived in the days 
when beefy standmounts were still 
domestically acceptable. Just as fundamental 
is that the newcomer is a reflex-ported design 
rather than its infinite baffle forebear. Both 
drive units have changed; the main bass/mid 
driver is an inch smaller in diameter, with a 
95mm pulp cone in a 150mm chassis, and the 
tweeter that was once polyamide has become 
a 27mm textile dome.

So, while the name may be the same there is 
very little in common between Sabres II and III. 
Apart, that is, from Ruark's high-quality finish, 
the company using real wood veneers - 
natural oak or rich walnut as standard, with 
yew or rosewood available at extra cost - and 
shiny gold plated fixings to produce a 
satisfying impression of quality that's more 
than skin deep.

But it's not easy to see why this speaker is as 
good as it undoubtedly is. There are no hi-tech 
drivers, fancy materials or silver-plated 
terminals for retailers to point out, just down 
to earth, proven technologies and a high 
standard of finish.

This, however, could well be the key to its 
success. Many speaker designers pick on 
something to 'big up', something that they can 
describe as new and able to solve all the ills of 
what's gone before. But when you go back to 
what actually went before, those problems don't 
seem so horrendous - in fact, if they hadn't 
been highlighted you'd hardly notice them. 
Simple solutions often out-perform the latest 
whizz-bang technologies if they're well executed.

Ruark puts it down to a number of factors. 
The voicing, for instance, is done almost 
entirely by ear; Ruark uses measurements to
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Ruark Sabre Ill loudspeaker [Review]

make sure that things don't go too awry, but 
the balance that the company chooses is a 
subjective one. The treble is lifted, apparently, 
which Ruark can get away with thanks to the 
quality of the SEAS tweeter - a new design 
with a larger than average dome and no 
ferrofluid. This allows the dome to be quicker 
and more agile than fluid-damped designs but 
also means that power handling is limited.

The bass unit has a vented spider and a very 
open cast frame, which should improve speed. 
Its paper cone may not be very different but 
it's a material that has proved itself hard to 
beat, thanks to good internal damping and a 
high stiffness to weight ratio. The crossover is a 
damped, second-order network that uses 
air-cored inductors. Again, nothing too clever - 
JUSt proven audio technology.

A small cabinet is intrinsically stiff and the 
quality of finish is exemplary, so it's an 
attractive and inert little speaker. The finishing 
touches are good, too - we particularly like the 
small silver medallion set into the rear panel 
that denotes the company's craftsmanship 
credentials. Bi-wire terminals remain in place 
for those with two runs of speaker cable.

SOUND QUALITY

The voicing that Ruark has chosen is very 
strong on communication. It does err on the 
revealing side in the treble but the tweeter is 
up to the job and there is no sense of 
brightness. Instead you get openness, speed 
and dynamic expression. Next to the 
stronger elements 
of competition at * 
this price point, 
there is a shortfall 
in power handling 
and scale, but the
Sabre Ill has more J
charm than most fl
and you soon . ;
forget about its —^Bl ■ 1
lightweight •
balance.

"It's sonic qualities like these that keep you 
listening because they bring out the 
emotionally engaging elements in the music."

I n fact, if you put on something heavy, the 
bass weight seems sufficient, especially when 
combined with the good image depth, power 
and timing that are served up alongside it. All 
the while, the treble exposure tends to deliver 
more texture and decay than usual.

The key to this speaker's appeal does not lie 
in the tonal domain but in the more critical 
timing one. We are naturally able to filter out 
or hear through variations in tonal balance, 
but have no capacity to make up for 
deficiencies in a system's timing capabilities. 
The Sabre Ill is particularly strong here, 
delivering a sense of rightness about the 
tempo that puts it above the crowd.

Voices work extremely well, possibly as a 
result of the balance but also because the 
midrange is articulate and revealing. You hear 
much of the character that is on the recording 
and nearly all of the subtlety, which is no 
mean feat. This is not a particularly dynamic 
speaker, yet one gets the impression of good 
dynamic range. Given the average power 
handling, the noise floor must be good and 
low. And as speakers don't have an intrinsic 

noise floor, this means that
--------- there is very Iittle 

overhang; notes 
stop and start 
quickly, so they 
don't blur those 
that follow.

This quality, 
when fed with an 
emotionally 
powerful piece of 
music, can make 
for lump-in-the- 
throat inducing

RUARK 

experiences. Gillian Welch's 14th of April is JUSt 
such a song, but it doesn't always have the 
power that the Ruark was able to elicit. A 
moving experience, no less.

At the asking price, there are alternatives 
that deliver more bass power and volume level 
potential, but you won't find one that betters 
the timing and communication skills on offer 
from the Sabre Ill. It's qualities like these that 
keep you listening because they bring out the 
emotionally engaging elements in the music.

While the power and energy of music is 
important, it is nothing without the intrinsic 
message and that's what the Sabre Ill 
specialises in. In the context of the standmount 
competition at this price, this Ruark has a small 
but significant advantage in nearly all musical 
respects. If you're more interested in music than 
fire-power, you really should hear a pair. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT [ f
SOUND » 86%

EASE OF DRIVE » 83%

BUILD » 89%

VALUE » 89%

I I I I I I I W

O PRO
Excellent timing and a lovely 
midrange deliver real musical 
emotion. High-quality build 
and finish ensure it looks 
great, too.
□ CON
limited bass grunt and power 
handling. Given the size and 
sensitivity, dynamic range is 
good - but there are more 
dynamic-sounding speakers 
out there.

CONCLUSION
It's a welcome return for this cute standmount from Ruark. The 
straightforward engineering and high finish quality combine 
to make a speaker that is good looking and even better 
sounding. All power to its blade.

HHICHOICE ))
OVERALL SCORE
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Brilliantly Capable

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
STYLE SPEAKER PACKAGES

MONITOR AUDIO RADIUS R90AV-12

making space for music & movies

The R90AV-12 system

Looking for a multi-channel loudspeaker system that covers all bases? 
Try Radius for size. With a peerless blend of astonishing fidelity and 
ultra-discreet aesthetics, Radius systems bring home the sound you'll 
love to live with.

In making the R90AV-12 system its Product of the Year, What Hi Fi? 
Sound & Vision said "...you'd be forgiven for thinking you were 
listening to a much larger system...the result is magical."

What's more, each super-slim Radius loudspeaker is expertly rendered 
in a choice of six beautiful finishes with two grille colour options 
supplied. Whatever your room colour, shape and size, you'll enjoy 
perfect co-ordination.

To view the entire Radius range please visit: 
www.monitoraudio.co.uk 
mail: info@monitoraudio.co.uk 
or call free on: 0800 0352032

0 MONITOR AUDIO.

http://www.monitoraudio.co.uk
mailto:info@monitoraudio.co.uk


Russ Andrews DAC-1D/A convenor [ Review

BEST BUY

PoWER

h°Min

Back in DAC
There is still a market for outboard DACs, especially where computers are involved

«

DAc~WSB

COax
OPT2

PRODUCT Russ Andrews DAC-1

TYPE Digital-to-analogue convertor

PRICE £599

CONTACT S 0845 3451550 ® www.russandrews.com

R uss Andrews is best known for 
accessories like Torlyte and Kimber 
Kables, but of late the company has

been expanding its electronics range. The 
latest tranche of these come in nicely built, 
half-width cases, designed to be compact 
enough to sit alongside your computer. This is 
an undoubtedly recognition that more and 
more of us use PCs (or Macs) for entertainment 
as well as more prosaic tasks.

The new range includes a power amplifier, 
preamplifier/headphone amp and a D/A 
convertor, the DAC-1. April Music, which builds 
Stello electronics in Korea, makes all three for 
Russ Andrews. Perhaps unsurprisingly, Stello's 
100 range looks exactly the same; the 
difference lies in the power supply, which has 
been redesigned for the DAC-1.

The unit is well equipped on the inputs front, 
with socketry for electrical, two optical and USB 
digital connections, the latter being specifically 
for computers. For PCs and Macs without a 
digital audio output, the USB connection hooks 
up to a soundcard within the DAC-1. Perhaps 
this is why the DAC-1 is marketed as a 
no-compromise 'external soundcard'.

On the front panel, there is a switch that 
gives you the option of upsampling the signal. 
The DAC-1 uses a 24-bit/192kHz Delta Sigma 
converter and can accept signals up to 24/96 
(higher sampling rates can't work with coax).

Supplied along with the DAC-1 are a 
one-metre PowerMax mains cable (with a retail 
value of £29.95) and a basic USB cable to get 
computer users up and running.

SOUND QUALITY
We used the DAC-1 primarily with CD players 
acting as transports, because - short of using a 
stand-alone CD transport - if sound quality is 
the issue, they are pretty much unbeatable. 
Hooked up with Chord Co's Signature digital 
interconnect, the results produced were pretty 
impressive with players at both affordable and 
ambitious prices. Initially a Townshend TA 565 
was used, a machine that has proved its worth 
as a CD transport on more than one occasion 
in our tests. By using the DAC-1 in place of the 
onboard convertor, the sound grew a little more 
robust and forthright in nature, but remained 
pretty close to that of the whole player, which 
given its high price is a result in itself. The DAC 
produces a strong sense of imaging with acres 
of space and depth, alongside distinct and 
precise timing. Treble is clear-cut, producing a 
strong sense of the acoustic in each recording 
and pulling out oodles of detail.

Of the upsampling options, the 192kHz 
position gives a more open sound, while the 
bypass seems a shade more natural. However, 
this result seemed to vary with recordings and 
in the long term, the 192kHz upsampled 
setting produced the best results for us.

With a less exalted CD player - in the form 
of an ancient TEAC RW-800 - the increase in 
refinement, vitality and precision brought out 
by the DAC-1 was nothing short of dramatic. It 
turned a lacklustre performance into a killer 
one that surprised us all. Rotel's RCD-06 

(reviewed in HFC 286) also benefited with 
increased focus in its imaging and greater 
resolution of low-level detail, but the upgrade 
was more subtle.

Using the headphone/line output of a 
MacBook laptop direct and taking the USB 
output via the DAC-1 resulted in a more 
relaxed and calm sound from the 'external 
soundcard'. This wasn't as mighty an upgrade 
as with the TEAC CD player, but the degree of 
improvement with computers will vary greatly, 
depending on the hardware involved (Macs 
have a good reputation for sound, which might 
explain the small improvement we heard).

The Russ Andrews DAC-1 is a lively and 
precise sounding converter, and while some 
might crave a slightly more relaxed sound it’s 
very hard to criticise at the price. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT

CONCLUSION
If you want to breathe life into an old CD player, the DAC-1 is a 
stunner. And it gives you the option to improve the sound of 
your computer and digital TV sources to boot! Very hard to beat 
and where's the competition?

SOUND » 86%
Illi >W 1

□ PRO
Images and times well, does 
menders for older CD placers.

FEATURES > 89%
Illi ITT

Wide i nput selection makes it 
ideal for computer-savvy 
audiophiles, too.

BUILD » 85%
1 1 1 1 1 I« 1

VALUE » 90%
1 1 i 1 i-TT

CON
Home PC users may find it too 
big for cluttered desktops. 
Level of improvement varies 
with the quality of source and 
digital output - Mac users 
may not hear big differences.

HI-FICHOICE » 88%
OVERALL SCORE QO /U
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Atlas Compass
TYPE Digital interconnect cable (coaxial)
PRICE £50 ( l m terminated)
CONTACT e 0800 731 1140 @ www.hi-fi.org.uk

S
ince last we looked, Atlas's range of 
cables has expanded considerably and 
now covers pretty much all bases, across 
the range of audio requirements (short of the 

monumentally expensive). This is the middle of 
three digital/video cables and as such is 
probably the one most likely to appeal as an 
upgrade to basic CD transport/DAC 
installations. It's a classic, no-nonsense. 
75-ohm coaxial cable of good construction, 
using a stranded centre conductor of high 
purity copper and a tape and braid screen for 
good interference rejection. The dielectric 
(insulation) is foamed polythene and Atlas fits 
some rather nice phono plugs, which feature 
direct gold plating over brass - some 
subjective evidence appears to indicate that 
the usual nickel intermediate layer has a sonic 
effect, though it's hard to imagine why or how.

Be that as it may, this cable affords no 
grounds for knocking the direct gold plating 
approach as the overall sound is very good. 
Differences between competent 75-ohm

digital interconnects are typically 
not enormous, but they are often 
audible. With the various transport and 
DAC combinations we tried, this cable 
consistently gave better fine detail and
imaging than cheap and giveaway cables, 
and indeed it held up pretty well against a 
'reference' handmade cable of very 
extravagant construction. Tonally there's little 
in it, but added detail often slightly improves 
the perception of bass tunefulness and treble 

air and that proved the case 
here. At this price, 
we'd say this cable is 
fine value. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
CONCH!SI ON
Holds its own against 
similarly-pnced digital links 
we-ve tned. offering notably 
good some insight .

HIHCHOICE 
> > 88%

Russ Andrews Sound Solutions
TYPE Book
PRICE £10
CONTACT e 0845 345 1550 @ www.russandrews.com

R uss Andrews (the man) has been an 
audiophile for decades. Russ Andrews 
(the company) has spent the last 20

years supplying useful accessories to 
audiophiles. This 122-page guide is a 
distillation of all those years of experience 
that Russ Andrews (the man and the 
company) has accumulated in improving 
the overall performance of a wide range 
of hi-fi equipment.

Divided up into five sections, covering 
general upgrading, mains 
improvements, cables, supports and 
room acoustics, this is more than just 
a glorified brochure for Kimber Kable 
and Torlyte. That said, these products 
are recommended throughout. The 
research could do with some 
methodology (there's no real 
differentiation between the bo
rational and the distinctly left 
field), but the work Russ Andrews 
has put into the project is unquestionable.

'"’9 ¿more
ons

Even the most sceptical observers 
; admit that the acoustics of the room 

make a big difference to the listening 
experience. Russ Andrews suggests 
bookshelves as both sound absorbers 

• and diffusers; this is at once a useful, 
. practical and inexpensive alternative to 

room treatment. Advice like this makes 
the book well worth a read.

Many of the ideas Russ Andrews has 
championed over the years have become 
part of established hi-fi thinking, but some 

of the theories promoted here remain 
contentious. That's part of the joy of hi-fi, 
though, and Sound Solutions will help you 
experiment your way to good sound. HFC 

Alan Sircom

VERDICT
This practical guide covers a 
lot of ground and whatever 
youMevel ofh-h knowledge .
you wll learn from it .

HI-FICHOICE 
) ) 8 5%
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Cables and accessories [Review]

Philips SHN9500
TYPE Noise cancelling headphones

PRICE £150

CONTACT W 0906 1010 016 © wwwphilips.co.uk

T
his is not the only noise-cancelling 
headphone on the market, but the 
concept is still a fairly rare thing. The 
idea is simply that a microphone built into the 

outside of the earpiece picks up ambient 
sound which is then added, in inverse phase, 
into the signal applied to the driver of each 
channel so that the net result is a much 
reduced level of outside noise. It sounds 
brilliant but in practice is restricted to 
low-frequency sounds such as the engines of 
planes, trains and buses - which covers plenty 
of likely applications. It also means that you 
need to fit a battery (one is supplied but we 
recommend rechargeables for regular users) 
and also need to remember to switch the 
headphones off after use'

I f the battery is dead or you don't need the 
noise cancelling, the SHN9500 works as a 
perfectly normal headphone and actually 
sounds very decent It's also gratifyingly 
comfortable, with soft earpads that fit round 
all the ears we tried. But we've mixed feelings

about the noise cancelling part of the 
equation. It does work reasonably well, but 
then it also boosts the level of the incoming 
signal, which obviously boosts one's perception 
of its efficacy. And the built-in amplifier that 
performs said boosting is not of the greatest 
quality. On the other hand, in noisy 
environments that's probably not so very 
crucial. The true audiophile desperate for 
music on the move will probably prefer 
Etymotic noise-blocking earphones, but this 
has its place. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT 11 ( j
CONC LUSION
The end result isn't quite as 
impressive as one might hope 
for. Good cesultsrn passive 
mode. but expensi11e .

HIFICHOICE 
) ) 73%

van den Hui MC Silve r IT Mklll
TYPE Analogue interconnect cable

PRICE £2,250 (1 m terminated pair)

CONTACT e 01235 5lll66 "" www.henleydesigns.co.uk

M
C Silver IT Mklll's three central cores 
are designed for balanced 
interconnects but can also be used to 
build a single ended cable. Conductors are 

oxygen free copper that is mechanically 
silver-plated. These are insulated in Teflon and 
double shielded for maximum noise rejection. 
The external red jacket is in vdH's preferred 
Hulliflex EHD, a halogen-free plastic with very 
sound ecological qualifications. Terminations 
are vdH's own high-quality varieties.

This flexible cable does a phenomenal job of 
resolving the last degree of musical detail.

EDITOR'S CHOICE

Unlike other supposedly high-end cables, the 
treble is very well extended and totally clean. So 
many interconnects create slight high-frequency 
distortion that one starts to suspect source 
components to be at fault, but this van den 
Hui proves that even expensive cable is fallible. 
MC Silver IT Mklll produces totally realistic and 
palpable tonal rendering. The bass isn't as 
demonstrative as some, but it is totally 
convincing, powerful and weighty.

The cable also has a strange ability to make 
other interconnects sound 'loud' or distorted, 
presumably by virtue of an extremely clean, 
neutral balance and high transparency. This 
lets through both the fine detail that gives 
each note realism and the energy that enlivens 
the music overall.

Over two grand is 'excessive' for an 
interconnect cable.But, although there is like 
priced competition aplenty, van den Hul's MC 

Silver IT Mklll is in a class of its own and it 
does deliver the goods. Audition at your bank 
account's peril. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
We've not heard lower 
distortion from a cable, but 
the pnce 1s notsensible 
outside of the very high end.

HI-FICHOICE 
)) 87 %
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Northern Sound & Vision IS the largest 
show in the North, regardless of what 
others might say and the second largest in 
the UK, held at a venue that has great scope 
to expand.
After all it's the venue that visitors 
remember not always the organiser. 
Northern Sound & Vision has also never f 
lost sight of the fact that top quality 
audio is and will continue to be the 
bedrock of this show because it has 
stood the test of time and will 
continue to do so.

The Quality Home Entertainments Show 
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things, and crucially to 
see and hear things that 
are simply not available 

on the average high 
street, demonstrated by 
the experts. Going to a 

show should be fun and
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— ■ I Historically the North of England has hosted
the biggest and best in Home Entertainment 

Shows, and Northern Sound & Vision is proving that. Key to its 
success is the choice of venue with it's superb location, staff, access 

& and support services. Show enjoyment means all these
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------ —a—*--i—I great value and that's a fact that the 
organisers 'Chesterfield 

Communications' have always held 
dear." That's why", says the organiser, 

"that Northern Sound & Vision has such 
a great atmosphere, all of us look forward to those two 

special days in January when we all appreciate a lift.

Cheadle Gatldy
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Integrated amplifiers £450^£550

GROUP TEST AND LAB REPORTS: RICHARD BLACK

AMPLIFIERS
The latest batch of stereo integrateds around the £500 mark go head-to-head

ON TEST

Arcam A70 
£500

Creek Evo 
£495

O • • O O 0 0 r '

Marantz PM7001 Kl 
£550

NAO C372
£500

Onkyo A-9555 
£450

6: .,')'), 0 c (' c

Rotel RA-06 
£499

T
his must be one of the most 
closely-matched groups ever to 
appear in Hi-Fi Choice, at least in 
terms of price. Six stereo integrated 

amplifiers take the stand in turn, each 
costing within ten per cent of £500. 
Their features and facilities don't vary all 
that much, either, so there really is 
everything to win or lose in terms of 
sonic performance.

There's plenty of scope for making 
amplifiers with subtly different sound 
characters within the constraints 
imposed by a £500 target price. 
Massively different sound is likely to be 
a function of either a gross flaw or some 
faintly bizarre design decision, but it's 
the subtle differences that make one 
amplifier more pleasant or rewarding in 
the long term. It's also these sonic 
details that define an ideal solution for 
any particular listener with his or her 
partnering equipment, tastes in music 
and hearing characteristics.

Over the years that HFC has been 
investigating the ins and outs of audio, 
differences have become more subtle 
than they used to be (except possibly in 
the rarefied high end). This is simply 
because the basic quality bar has been 
raised, and raised again. That in turn is 
due to a general consensus on certain 
desirable technical standards and ways 
of achieving them. Perhaps surprisingly, 
though, detailed design approaches to 
this still vary considerably from one 
manufacturer or range to another. Study 
the circuit diagrams of the amps in this or 
any of our Ultimate Croup Tests and you'll 
find plenty of divergence in approach.

And that's without even beginning to 
consider the emerging breed of digital 
amplifier, one of which is included in this 
group. Now, in specific cases, it's 
perfectly possible that two very

differently designed and built amplifiers 
may sound very similar, but in general 
it's far more likely that there will be 
differences between them. Our mission, 
as we see it, is to try to identify those 
differences and suggest how they may 
appeal - or not - to you the listener. In 
turn, your mission, should you choose to 
accept it, is to take our findings and add 
to them the invaluable evidence of your 
own ears. (Fortunately, this magazine 
will not self-destruct in five seconds.)

I n this way, we hope that you'll find 
your ideal hi-fi at your predetermined 
budget, a goal that once achieved can 
result in many years of blissful listening. 
Let battle commence । HFC

EQUIPMENT USED
® ATC SCM20 loudspeakers
® Cambridge Audio Azur 640C v2

CD player
® dCS Elgar DAC
® Kimber. Furukawa and Bespoke Audio 

hi-u cables
® Pink Triangle PT TOO turntable with 

SME309 tonearm and H igh phonic 
MC-A3 cartridge

® EAR 'The Head' step-up transformer

MUSIC USED
® Michael Jackson Thriller
® Percy Grainger Shepherd's Hey
® Bertouch Trio Sonatas
® Rossini Petite Messe Solenelle
® Little Feat Feats Don't Fail Me Now 
® Hinton Sequentia Claviensis

EARS USED
As ever. we couldn't do this without the 
help of kind and knowledgeable souls 
from the industry who take part in our 
blind listening panel tests - this time: 
® Geoff Meads (Arcam) 
® Ed Selley (Audio Partnership) 
® Kulwinder Singh-Rai (Rai PR)
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LISTENING TESTS.
In classic HFC fashion, the centrepiece of the listening was 
a 'blind' presentation of each amp to a panel of expert 
listeners, in an attempt to remain free of prejudices and 
preconceptions. Listening levels were matched and the 
same programme of music was played through each amp 
with minimal distractions. In addition, each amp was 
auditioned more informally, at different listening levels to 
suit the particular character of each amp under test.

LAB TESTS
The amplifiers were measured with a variety of equipment, s
i ncluding a Hameg distortion measuring set and also items 
of audio equipment (ADCs and DACs) adapted to lab duty 
and reporting data for analysis to Cool Edit and Mathcad 
on a PC. This approach enabled us to build up a picture of 
the amplifiers performance under different conditions of 
frequency, level and load. This allows truly accurate 
assessment of published amplifier specifications and 
precisely determines the amplifier's characteristics under 
real-world conditions.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
Our unique 30 bar graphs are a simple way of showing 
how the products compare across five technical parameters. 
I n each case, a percentage is given that falls above or 
below the group average. In this test, the parameters are: 
1] Dynamic power: This reflects an aggregate of 
continuous and peak (instantaneous) power, giving an 
indication of power available under realistic conditions.
2) Frequency response: This is a measure of how 
smooth the frequency response is within the audio band 
and defines the upper frequency (-3dB point) limit.
3) Dynamic range: An indication of the background hiss 
level, as compared to maximum power output.
4) Distortion: An aggregate figure of measurements at 
different frequencies and levels.
5) Output impedance: A measurement of how tight a 
grip the amplifier has upon the loudspeaker cones.



[ Ultimate Group Test ] Integrated amplifiers £450^£550

£500 W 01223 203200 @ www.arcam.co.uk

ARCAM DIVA 170
A lot of FMJ technology has trickled down to this new amp

T
his may be a brand new model from 
Arcam, but it is clearly a chip off the old 
block on the outside at least. Its fascia 
bears a distinct resemblance to existing models, 

with details like layout of knobs and switches, 
and the informative green display, all common 
to several other models from the firm. In terms 
of specifications, it offers no surprises either, 
with six line inputs and the 'must-have' feature 
of the last two or three years, a phono stage.

While we lacked the tenacity to trace the 
circuit (nearly impossible in these days of 
complex circuit boards), certain elements of 
the internal layout are clearly established 
Arcam stuff, too. With this amp, Arcam has 
brought a lot of its upmarket FMJ range's 
technology to the lower-price DiVA club. In 
terms of internal presentation, nothing we've 
seen from any of the really big players comes 
anywhere close to this unit and thanks to the 
wonders of surface-mount miniaturisation, you 
get a heck of a lot of amp inside the case.

I nput switching and volume control are 
achieved electronically, and Arcam has not 
missed the chance to offer individual gain 
trims for each channel, balance control, 
power-up volume selection and volume step 
size options. At the other end of the chain, the 
output is handled by a single pair of high 
power bipolar transistors per channel, mounted 
on an internal heatsink and fed from a toroidal 
transformer and a set of smoothing capacitors 
of modest size. Even they (and a few other 
capacitors) get some mechanical damping.

SOUND QUALITY
While our listening panellists were not entirely 
at one in liking every aspect of this amp's 
performance, they clearly agreed that it has a 
particularly fine grasp of rhythm. It was found 
to have excellent pace and described as 
"vivacious" But to one listener, it sounded 
rather flat and lacking in involvement. Had this 
complaint been repeated by his colleagues, we 
might have thought the amp a bit of a flop; on

■ « - - - ■ - coo
w • © » OO:OO:OOCOCO .........

the contrary, however, they found it musical, 
coherent and convincing.

We're inclined to invoke psychoacoustics as 
an explanation and suggest that the way the 
A 70 handles the leading edge of transients is 
the key to its varying appeal. Without there 
being anything so gross as a high-frequency 
boost, the attack on notes seems sharper than 
the average we're used to hearing, and it's no 
surprise that this makes the rhythm an 
outstanding success. All the same, not all 
listeners will care for that as a permanent 
feature and it's likely that a few, like our 
disgruntled panellist, will find it wearing.

Nevertheless, other listeners (on the panel 
and subsequently) who heard the review 
sample tended very much towards the view 
that this is a highly appealing amplifier, which 
achieves a happy balance between detail and 
musicality. Its stereo imaging is very good with 
depth probably as good as you'll find at the 
price, and resolution of individual instruments 
within an ensemble is also fine. The individual 
qualities of voices are well preserved, while low 
bass is both tuneful and well extended, lacking 
only a little weight compared with high-end 
references. Dynamics are full but unforced. 
Unless you have a real aversion to sharply 
defined leading edges, it's likely you'll find this 
a most attractive amplifier. HFC

VERDICT
SOUND » 84%
I I I I I I I I m
FEATURES » 88%
I I I I I I 1^1 I

BUILD » 85%
■ I I I I I I «m

VALUE 91%
n i i i i r rm

Sound has real snap and 
pace to it, with natural 
dynamics and very good 
resolution of details. It may 
not suit everyone, but its 
vivacious sound, great 
feature set and good build 
quality add up to great value.

HI-FICHOICE QOO/n
OVERALL SCORE W /U

The least muscular of the group, the A70's healthy 
60W output will prove ample for most speakers in 
domestic environments. More grunt is on tap into 
lower-impedance loads and dynamic peaks of over 
lOOW are possible. Distortion is by just about every 
measure the best of the group and we particularly 
appreciate the way its level varies very little with 
frequency. This is one of the biggest differences 
between today's finest amps and 'low distortion' 
models of yesteryear, most of which were relatively 
rough at high frequencies.

Noise appears a weakness, but this is skewed by 
the group's excellent average in this regard; in overall 
terms, it's pretty good. There's some phase distortion 
visible in the high/low frequency intermodulation 
plot, suggesting the presence of a slightly unstable 
passive component or two. Frequency response is 
fine, though the phono input implements the 
I EC-recommended bass cut, -3dB at 20Hz.

HOW IT COMPARES

1J Dynamic power» -40%
2) Frequency response » 0%
3) Dynamic range » -30%
4] Distortion » +35%
5) Output impedance » -20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Power output (8 ohms} SOW 60W

Distortion (1 kHl/8 ohms) 1 i 0 003°o

FrequenLyresponse (20Hz- 20kHz) +Q 2SdB ±0 3dB
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Integrated amplifiers £450^£550 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

.£495 2 01442 260146 www.creekaudio.com

CREEKEVO
Creek's Evo looks great, but is beauty only skin deep?

T
he Evo range is Creek's latest addition 
and has been available for just a few 
months. When we first reviewed this 
amplifier, with its partnering CD player, in HFC 

283, we commented that Creek's no-frills 
reputation hardly fits with the super-smart 
appearance of Eva. Now, putting the amp side 
by side with its peers, we are even more 
impressed. Sleek, minimalist appearance, 
robust case with thick aluminium front panel 
and healthy power rating - have corners been 
cut somewhere inside'

Emphatically... not Pulling off the lid reveals a 
very smart assemblage of high-quality electronic 
components, all through-hole types of good 
rating and mounted on a single circuit board. 
There's a large toroidal transformer feeding 
banks of electrolytic capacitors (Creek prefers 
multiple small units to lone big ones), while the 
bipolar output transistors are mounted on a 
healthy-looking internal heatsink. Inputs are 
switched by relays mounted right beside the 
sockets and the selected signal is buffered by 
high-quality op-amps before being passed to an 
electronic volume control.

Had we been shown this amp and asked to 
guess its price, the answer would have been 
considerably in excess of the correct one. It's 
pleasant to use and flexible too, with the 
option of upgrading the 'aux' input to phono 
(by installing a small internal circuit board). 
About the only areas where it lags the other 
amps are input and output provision: there's 
one less line input than most and only one set 
of speaker terminals. Worse things happen ।

SOUND QUALITY

Reviewing the Evo sighted and with its 
partnering CD player, we felt it had a distinct 
character of its own. This time around, unaware 
of its identity and with the same source 
equipment that supplied the other amps, our 
unsighted listeners were less inclined to use the 
term 'character', but they still seem to have 
found some distinctive features to comment on.

— Q 2 * ‘ 0 — » oo I o o o o o -
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They agreed with our finding that drive and 
attack are good, but seemed rather divided over 
the deepest reaches of the bass, one finding it 
very well extended, another just a shade dry.

Bass is only part of the formula for attack, 
though, and the Evo's midrange does appear to 
have a little coloration in its upper ranges, which 
adds some 'speed' to the sound. In anything 
more than very modest amounts, this can be 
tiring to listen to. However, Creek has kept this 
coloration well within the limits of comfort and 
has also balanced it well against the high treble, 
which is notably open and sweet. Melody lines 
thus come out spick, span and shining, and 
detail is very good.

Imaging is interesting. It's very precise and 
stable side-to-side, but with limited depth. 
There is great stability in the depth dimension, 
though, which does a lot to compensate. 
Meanwhile, the mild coloration has varying 
effects depending on musical forces, with 
vocals (both male and female) being typically 
lifted out of their backing. This is occasionally 
disconcerting but not unpleasant. Symphony 
orchestra can become strident on occasion, our 
listeners found, but smaller classical ensembles 
and most kinds of jazz and pop bands simply 
sound lively and energetic. If those last two 
adjectives (and add 'tuneful' for good measure) 
appeal to you, so will this amp. HFC

VERDICT ^— (
SOUND »83%

1 1 1 1. i-ijarn
A useful range of abilities, 
which add up to an 
extremely detailed, superbly 
dynamic and punchy 
amplifier with a happy line 
in melody, too. Being 
outrageously well made for 
the price seals the deal.

FEATURES 80%

Illi

BUILD » 88%

VALUE » 90%

1 1 1 1 1 nu
HI-FICHOICE Q70/n
OVERAll SCORE ZU

LAB REPORT
Creek's technical specifications tally closely with 
our own findings, including output power: a fairly 
typical SSW, which nearly doubles into 4 ohms. 
Dynamic peak power scores relatively well thanks 
to the large power supply capacitance available. 
Frequency response is wide and output impedance 
low across most of the frequency range, rising just a 
little in the high treble. Noise is good though a little 
behind the group's best.

Distortion is good but not outstanding, and its 
spectrum contains quite a few harmonics. In 
addition, it drops off quite slowly with decreasing 
output level and we'd wager that it is responsible 
for a good deal of the amp's character. However. it 
remains well suppressed at high frequencies and it 
shows minimal signs of phase modulation in the 
intermodulation plots. Power consumption is the 
lowest of any amp here, equivalent to about 2.Sp 
per day running costs. There is no power standby.

1) Dynamic power» +10%

2) Frequency response » +10%

3) Dynamic range » +15%

4) Distortion » -10%

5] Output impedance » +5%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual

Power output (8 ohms) 8)W S5W

Oistortion (l kHz/8 ohms) O i% 0.01%

Frequency response (20Hz- 20kHz) +O3dB •O 2':idB
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AA = AudioAnalogue
G = G^F
P = Pathos Acoustics
T =Triangle

O = Opera 
D = Diapason 
F = Final

tel:01753 652 669 | email : info@ukd.co.uk | web : www.ukd.co.uk

CENTRAL LONDON
K.J.West One (020 7486 0552) AA, O, URT. G, B,T
^^w.kjwestone.com
Audio Visual Lounge (0207 375 3691) UR,P
^^w.theavlounge.com
LONDON (SOUTH WES'T)
O'Brien Hi Fi (020 8946 1528) AA, O, UR, FT.K HD
THAMES VALLEY
Audio Venue (01628 633995) AA, O, UR, K
BERKSHIRE
The Audio Consultants (0 I 18 981 9891) UR,GT. F
^^w.audioconsultants.co.uk
MEDWAY
Progressive Audio (01634 389 004) AA, O UR,G, D, FT. K
Audio Analogue Maestro Point Stockist
SURREY
Guildford Audio (01483 537577) URT. O
Lyngdorf Audio (0870-9100-100) F
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Noteworthy Audio (01296 422224) UR
^^w.noteworthyaudio.co.uk
AVON
VAudio (0 1179 686005) AA, O,T
Audience (01255 333310) O,P,AA
BEDFORDSHIRE
Technosound Ltd (01582-663297) FT. O
SUFFOLK
Audio Images (01502 582853) T.T.K
^^w.audioimages-hifi.com
DEVON
Audio Destination (01884 243584) AA,F
SOMERSET
Alternative Audio (01984 624242) UR, O, D, P
Pinewood Music Company (01460-54322) UR,P

OXFORDSHIRE
O^rdAudio Consultants (01865 79087979) AA, O, UR,G, B, DR K.T 
^^w.oxfordaudio.co.uk
LEICS/NORTHANTS
Divine Audio (01858 432999) AA,OT.URT.KE 
^^wdivineaudio.co.uk
WEST MIDLANDS
MldlandAudio Exchange (01562 731100) D,G,P
^^w.midlandaudiox-changexo.uk
SHROPSHIRE
SMC Sound & Vision (01743 23206S) O, F, UR, P
^^w.smcsoundandvision.co.uk
N.WALES
Acton Gate Audio (01978 364500) AA, O, UR, F
CHESHIRE
Philip Dooley (01625 2646666) AA, O, UR, G, K
^^w.dooleys-hifi.co.uk
Practical Hi Fi Plus Warrington (01925 632179) AA,GT.T, UR, F
^^w.practicalhifi.co.uk
MANCHESTER
Practical Hi-Fi (0161 839 8869) R AA, UR
^^w.practicalhifi.co.uk
LANCS
Practical Hi Fi Preston (01722-883958) AA, UR
Practical Hi Fi Bolton (01204-395789) AA
^^w.practicalhifi.co.uk
Lyngdorf Audio (01282-867819) F
YORKSHIRE
The Hi Fi Studios (01302 781387) UR
Vickers Hi Fi (01904 629659) UR,AA, O, P
^^wvickers-hifi.co.uk
CO.DURHAM
Hi-Fi Sound (01325 241888) AA,T. O,UR
TYNE& WEAR
Global Hi Fi (0191 230 3600) UR, K,P
^^w.globalhificentrexom
SCOTLAND
Glasgow:TheAudio Salon (0141 333 9700) BT.KT.UR
^^w.audiosalon.co.uk
N.IRELAND
Kronos Hi Fi (028-8775-3606) AA, O, UR.G, DT. P
^^w.kronoshi-fi.co.uk

KEY TO PRODUCTS STOCKED:
UR = Unison Research 
B = BCD Engineering 
K = Kemp Elecktronics

sound corporationHD = HiDiamond

Excellence in Electrostatics
The electrostatic panels of the Final range are an 
amazing combination of art and science. By improving 
on the classic electrostatic technology, Final merge 
audiophile sound with ultramodern, elegant design.The 
new patented Inverter Technology products combine 
detailed sound with discrete styling and optimum 
practicality.

Luxurious Italian Loudspeakers
For many years Opera have specialised in crafting 
beautiful loudspeakers at their factory in Italy’s Veneto 
region.The new Linea Classica series continues this proud 
tradition, from the small but luxurious Mezza to the top- 
of-the-range Qunita.With its authentic Italian flair Opera 
is the natural choice for any music lover’s system.

Loudspeakers that Love Music 
French manufacturer Triangle have earned a world­
wide reputation for exciting sound and impeccably 
engineered, high sensitivity loudspeaker designs.The 
new flagship Magellan Concerto and Grand Concert 
models represent the pinnacle of the company’s 
achievement and are undoubtedly two of the finest 
performing loudspeakers in the world today.

n
<

The Unorthodox Approach
Pathos Acoustics, based in Vicenza, Italy, are internationally 
renowned for their uniquely-designed high performance 
valve/solid state amplifiers. Now sees the launch of their 
first CD player, and it’s as stunning as everybody expected! 
Combing top quality styling and build with a detailed and 
liquid sound, the Endorphin is already making big waves in 
the industry.

PAN 0^

mailto:info@ukd.co.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk
w.kjwestone.com
w.theavlounge.com
w.audioconsultants.co.uk
w.noteworthyaudio.co.uk
hifi.com
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w.practicalhifi.co.uk
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MARANTZ PM7001 Kl
The top-value PM7001 gets the Ken lshiwata treatment

W
ith the basic PM700l (f350) firmly 
established as one of the key amps 
to beat below ESOO, the Kl version 
has quite some reputation to live up to. As 

usual with Marantz's 'Ken lshiwata Signature' 
range, the basis is the same set of circuits in 
the same case but with individual components 
changed or modified in some way to achieve 
higher (one hopes >) performance.

From the front of the unit, there's little 
enough to give away the upgrades, but the 
case itself has benefitted from tweaks; a glance 
at the rear reveals copper plating on the 
chassis and gold on the connectors, where the 
basic model is plain. The copper is intended to 
lower the surface resistance of the case and 
hence improve interference rejection, which it 
probably achieves. It certainly looks funky and 
it's only a shame it's not normally visible. 
That's unlike the smart front panel, which we 
find one of the most attractive of the bunch, its 
blue indicators achieving JUSt the right 
brightness without glare.

Inside the amp, the mains transformer is a 
large toroidal type with a screen around it, 
which feeds unusually well specified 
smoothing capacitors via ultra-fast rectifier 
diodes. This all adds up to a pretty high-end 
power supply and bodes well for sonic 
performance. The main circuit elements, 
however, are standard PM7001 fare, with 
electronic input switching, good but not 
outstanding op-amps and a good quality 
motorised volume control.

SOUND QUALITY
It seems that if you like masses of detail, 
perfectly etched and precise, this may not be 
your automatic choice from the bunch. On the 
other hand, it does have a great deal to offer 
in terms of presenting a homogeneous - but 
not homogenised 1 - musical ensemble with 
grace and poise.

It also has some very desirable tonal 
qualities. Its bass was consistently praised for

extension, control and tunefulness and as such 
appears to be trespassing on what is normally 
considered the territory of seriously upmarket 
kit. Treble is also sweetly extended with only a 
trace of constriction in the most demanding 
situations, such as when reproducing a triangle 
or a high violin solo.

Stereo imaging is not as strong, one listener 
suggesting explicitly that it lagged the group 
average while the others simply didn't mention 
it either way. And the area that divided our 
panel most was dynamics, which varied in 
perception from effortlessly broad to slightly 
constricted. We listened carefully to dynamic 
behaviour aher the panel had left and 
concluded that, while there is certainly a good 
range on offer, it is presented in a rather 
understated way, which we rather liked. It may 
not impress on a quick audition, though.

'Understated' is a pretty good a summary of 
this amplifier's overall performance, and 
perhaps it's not everyone's cup of tea. However, 
you may well agree with the conclusion of one 
of our listeners that this is a particularly 
beguiling amp, which specifically does not 
sound 'hi-fi' but puts the music first and - as 
he guessed and we confirmed - endears itself 
in the long run. HFC

VERDICT 1 9 C• • n n r> c c e
SOUND 83% 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 « 1 1
A self-effacing amp, which 
may not leap out in quick-fire 
demos but serves the music 
well, with fine bass, sweet 
treble and unforced detail. 
Whether it justifies the £200 
price hike over the standard 
PM7001 is debatable.

FEATURES 89%

LLLL1

BUILD » 83%

1 1

VALUE » 88%

; i i i i i i » i
HI-FICHOICE QC0/n
OVERALL SCORE O W /U

The 70W power rating is conservative, though the 
difference between rated and measured power only 
amounts to about 1 dB. Frequency response and 
output impedance are likewise broadly par for the 
course these days. This amp's strength from a 
technical viewpoint is its distortion, which when 
expressed as a simple figure is rather good in several 
ways. For a start, it decreases most obligingly when 
output level drops, pretty much vanishing into noise 
below a few watts output. What's more, it contains 
almost entirely low harmonics at low frequencies. 
generally considered to be less audible in the output.

At higher frequencies the level of distortion rises a 
little, though not too alarmingly, and higher 
harmonics also appear together with a little phase 
modulation. None of this is at a very worrying level 
and basically this amp is very well behaved. Taking 
operating and standby power consumption into 
account, it's the greenest of the group too!

HOW IT COMPARES

1 I Dynamic power» -100/o

2) Frequency response » +100/o

3) Dynamic range » +15%

4) Distortion » +200/o

5) Output impedance » Oo/o

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Power ou rpui (8 oh ms) 70W 88W

Distortion (1 kH?/8 ohms} 0.2°^ 0 005°/

Frequency response (20Hz ■ 20kHz) !O .3dB +Q 2SdB
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Closer to the Client Name

Audio Salon, 4 Park Circus, Glasgow, G3 6^X, Scotland
- ;

The entire range, however, may be 
neglected for similar reasons of 
compact size and prices. Don't allow 
your expectations to limit your hopes. 
At£1,995 you may not believe it is

The secret is Zingali's patented 
Omniray Horn.The result is a lifelike 
presence and energy. Inner detail is 
reproduced.

To hear what you've been missing, 
take advantage of this limited 
introductory offer.

Jack Lawson
Specialist Hi-Fi Consultant 
Audio Salon

Happily, at
I ® । 24cmsyU.L 1 height it is

neither the 
zzSi I size nor the

shape of a 
wardrobe.At

■ £15,995 per■ «■¡■I pair it offers 
very good 

- value against 
much more expensive and inferior 
flagship rivals.

Zingali Loudspeakers has been my 
passion.A crusade since I first heard 
a pair of Overture Twos almost 
nine years ago.Today the brand's 
signature model finally has arrived. 
It is a loudspeaker as beautiful as it 
is unconventional. It only bears the 
name of its creator and its owner. 
It is the first loudspeaker model to 
have no name, perhaps reflecting its 
neutrality.

Limited Introductory Offer

Anticipating a price increase in 
January 3 1,2007, we have four pairs 
Overture Ones to sell at £I 790 
while stocks last.That's two speakers, 
two pedestals, including VAT and UK 

shipping.Home approval throughout 
the UK by arrangement as our prices 
are direct from the factory.

Avoiding the need for a conventional 
crossover, the efficiency and load 
suit 8 - 400 watt amplifiers without 
compression. In all rooms, small or 
large.

an upgrade '
from £5,000 Z' J S "
loudspeakers, I
but the WZ* dl ’ jfc-
Overture
Ones have I
also been 
refined over -W ..
the years and mIIR|*9IIII|b 
employ exactly | 
the same
technology; wave guiding which avoids 
the limitations of internal volume and 
external chamber (room acoustics).

than to any loudspeaker you 
have ever heard...

It is the result of 20 years 
development to achieve the perfect 
loudspeaker; a transducer which adds 
no colouration and thickness, and 
subtracts no dynamics or harmonics. 
Coming from the land of Gucci 
and Ferrari, you need not ask if it 
is musical. It glues you to your seat; 
wherever you are in the room as 
there is no stereo sweet spot.

e : info@audiosalon.co.uk 
w : ^^w.zingali.it

t : 0845 4000 400
w : ^^w.audiosalon.co.uk

I Az

a^.

JazR

mailto:info@audiosalon.co.uk
w.zingali.it
w.audiosalon.co.uk
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£450 W 01908 319360 www.nadelectronics.com
NADC372
This longstanding amp design is a real powerhouse

T
his amp first strutted its stuff in an HFC group test a couple of years ago, in issue 
262. Now it's a grey-beard of the hi-fi world and we were intrigued to see how it would fare among like-priced newcomers.It's certainly a fearsome amount of amplifier for the money. The power rating of 170 watts per channel puts it among the meatiest of integrated amps, even in these power-hungry times, and internal inspection suggests that it's no idle boast. A very large toroidal mains transformer and above-average bank of smoothing capacitors look after supplying juice to the physically separate amplifying channels, each mounted on a generous heatsink and using four pairs of output transistors.It would be unreasonable to ask for audiophile-grade components on top of all that. On the other hand, component and build quality are far from the cheapest we've seen in audio equipment and there are some impressive touches such as the use of relays rather than electronic switches to select inputs. In typical NAO style, most of the amplifying circuitry is implemented with discrete components, though there are a very few op-amps in evidence, and all components are through-hole rather than more modern surface-mount types. The volume control is a motorised mechanical potentiometer.NAO provides plenty of inputs, but the one marked 'disc' is not a phono stage. So, LP lovers will need an external RIAA amplifier.

SOUND QUALITYInterestingly, the overall impression made by the C372 is broadly similar to its presentation last time. In other words, there's not much actually wrong with it, but it doesn't always satisfy demanding listeners in terms of the niceties and subtleties of the best hi-fi. Once again, the most specific criticism is that there is some persistent congestion in the sound and as a result detail, imaging and dynamics all suffer to some extent.

However, coherence and musicality are not at all bad and there is also a good sense of rhythm underlying any music. This must surely be due to the excellent bass, which seems to issue forth from subterranean depths with the sort of confidence one doesn't often hear from sensibly-priced audio kit. There's an interesting comparison here with the Marantz, which may have the edge in bass precision, but this NAO has a comfortable edge in extension and combines that with plenty of power.Tonal balance is even and the amp shows no preference for any instrument, at least as far as the midrange is concerned. The treble, because of the congestion, lacks 'air' and thus seems restricted. But this in itself is of little consequence. With any kind of programme, what's really at issue is the limitation the C372 seems to place on the listener's ability to hear into, and through, the musical mix.Let's keep things in context, though. This amp is not at all 'bad'. it's just outshone by the best of today's offerings around £500 when it comes to hi-fi subtleties. Those who have a requirement for high volume levels and strong, purposeful bass, particularly with heavier rock or dance music styles, will find much to admire. In that context, it's great value for money. HFC

VERDICT
SOUND » 78%

FEATURES » 86%

BUILD » 80%

VALUE » 85%

A meaty powerhouse of an 
amp, which lacks some fine 
musical detail and seems a 
little congested when 
compared with the best of 
its peers. For many, though, 
its great fun factor will be 
ample compensation.

HIFI 0.10
OVERALL SCORE V ZU

This amp's measurements are dominated by its 
enormous power output, double the group average 
and as such capable of giving almost any speakers 
a run for their money. It rises to over 3SOW into 4 

ohms (driving just one channel), with low distortion.
This is a more than competent amplifier from a 

technical point of view. We searched for clues to its 
slightly lacklustre listening results without really 
coming to any very convincing conclusions. Indeed, 
some areas are simply excellent, including noise, 
which at-106dB relative to our usual reference 
listening level is about as good as it gets at any 
price. The very low output impedance implies 
precision control of loudspeaker drivers as long as 
low-resistance speaker cable is used and distortion 
is low in level and harmonic order. with only a trace 
of phase modulation and highly consistent 
behaviour across the band. If measurements 
persuade you more than subjective tests - buy it!

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Dynamic power» +40%

2) Frequency response » +2S%

3) Dynamic range » +30%

4) Distortion » +20%

5) Output impedance » +40%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual

Power output (8 ohms) 170W 200W

Oistortion {1 kHU8 ohms) 0 03% 0 oorr,

Frequency response (lOHi • 20kHz) ±03dB ±015dB
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Exceeding expectations....

lsoTek are probably the best 
known producer of high quality 
power conditioners in the UK. Over 
the last 5 years the company has 
won close to 20 awards, the latest 
being international recognition.
With products starting at £15.00 
lsoTek continues to offer superb 
performance and value for money.

"Excellent build quali9, protection circuits, a fuljy-adaptive 
filtration circuit and stunning performance make the Sigmas a 
true bargain. "Hi-Fi News

"...as things stand the benefits are considerable and the value 
of this unit is not hard to confirm. " Hi-Fi Choice

lsc51ek®
www.isoteksystems.com

Activ Distribution - Distributors of fine audio & life style products
For more information or to request a brochure please call: 01635 291357 or visit one of 
our many dealers throught the UK.
Analogue Seduction: Cambridgeshire 01733 341883 Lintone Audio Ltd: Gateshead 0191 4774167 Sevenoaks S & V: Chelsea 0207 352 9466
Audio Design: Horsham 01403 252255 Loud & Clear: Edinburgh 0131 226 6500 Sevenoaks S & V: Guildford 01483 536666
Audio Destination Ltd: Devon 01884 243584 Loud & Clear: Glasgow 0141 221 0221 Sevenoaks S & V: Hull 01483 587171
Audio Venue: Ealing 0208 567 8703 Marquee Home Ltd: Egham, Surrey 07004 567888 Sevenoaks S & V: Lincoln 01522 527397
Audio Venue: Maidenhead 01628 633995 MAX: Beibroughton, W. Midlands 01562 731100 Sevenoaks S & V: Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Audio Excellence: Bristol 01179 264975 Musical Images: Beckenham 0208 663 3777 Sevenoaks S & V: Staines 01784 460777
Audio Excellence: Cardiff 02920 228565 Musical Images: London 0207 497 1346 Sevenoaks S & V: Swindon 01793 610992
Audio Excellence: Swansea 01792 474608 Music Matters: Middlesex 0208 420 1925 Sevenoaks S & V: Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Cheshire Audio: Cheshire 01270 580734 Music Matters: Solihull 0121 742 0254 Sevenoaks S & V: Witham 01376 501733
Cool Gales: Bath 0800 043 6710 Music Matters: Stourbridge 01384 444184 Sevenoaks S & V: Yeovil 01935 700078
Cornflake Ltd: London 0207 631 0472 Moorgate Acoustics: Sheffield 0114 2756048 Shadow Audio: Glenrothes, Fife 01592 744779
Doug Brady Hi-Fi: Warrington 01925 828009 Noteworthy Audio: Aylesbury 01296 422224 SMC: Shrewsbury 01743 232065
Global Hi-Fi Centre: Newcastle 0191 2303600 Phase 3: Southampton 023 8022 8434 Soundcraft: Ashford, Kent 01233 624441
Gloucester Hi-Fi: Gloucestershire 01452 382222 Phase 3: Worthing 01903 245577 Sounds Expensive: Rugby 01788 540772
High End Cable: Lincolnshire 01775 761880 PJ Hi-Fi Ltd: Guildford 01483 504801 Stone Audio: Dorchester 01305 257555
Hi-Fi Sound: Darlington 01325 241888 Progressive Audio: Rain ham 01634 389004 Swifts of Wilmslow: Wilmslow 01625 526213
Home Media Ltd: Maidstone, Kent 01622 676703 Rayleigh Hi-Fi: Colchester 01206 577682 The Sound Gallery: High Wycombe 01494 531682
Horsham Hi-Fi: West Sussex 01403 272931 Rayleigh Hi-Fi: Rayleigh 01268 779762 Videotech: Huddersfield 01484 516670
James-Morrow: Edinburgh 0131 2298777 Sevenoaks S & V: Bristol 0117 9238298 Worcester Hi-Fi: Worcestershire 01905 612929
KJ West One: London 0207 486 8263 Sevenoaks S & V: Bromley 0208 290 1988 Zouch Audio: Ashby-de-La-Zouch 01530 414128
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ONKYO A-9555
Onkyo's digital amp does things differently

O
BI f similar dimensions and not far off in 

price, this unit looks like a completely 
head-on competitor to the NAD C372.

Internally, though, there's a substantial 
difference in that Onkyo's chosen amplifying 
technology is 'Vector Linear Digital', a form of 
Pulse Width Modulation.

In use, the amp shows no differences from 
any traditional model (apart from its refusal to 
operate when only one loudspeaker is 
connected, to prevent potentially damaging 
fault conditions) and its sound can quite fairly 
be expected to compete on equal terms with 
analogue amps. Indeed, we've already had 
hands-on proof of that with this model's more 
and less powerful stablemates, the A-9755 
and A-933, both of which made a good 
impression in previous HFC group tests.

The power drawn is only slightly less than 
that for the other amps here under most 
conditions, and dimensions are quite largely 
determined by the substantial mains 
transformer Onkyo has included. In any case, 
quite a lot of circuit board area is taken up 
with perfectly ordinary analogue amplifying 
stages, which perform signal switching and 
conditioning tasks. The former is handled by 
an integrated circuit, while the pre-stage 
amplifiers use a mix of discrete transistors and 
op-amps. The volume control looks and feels 
like a mechanical potentiometer, but is in fact 
a digital attenuator, adjusting gain in precise 
l dB steps; the front panel knob rotates JUSt 
one revolution, which we definitely prefer to 
the multiple turns of most such circuits.

SOUND QUALITY
For some reason, this amplifier didn't repeat 
the success of the '9755 and '933. There were 
some specific comments that brought both 
previous models to mind, but the overall 
impression was less positive. Many of the nice 
things that were said about its performance 
came with some kind of qualifier, for instance, 
"Solid rather than spectacular presentation".

Bass seems to be a strong point. There was a 
lone complaint that it seemed slightly curtailed 
but, on the whole, it was found to be firm, 
decently extended and tuneful. It's not the top 
choice for impact, but does well enough in that 
area. The amp is more than happy to whack out 
a bit of rock 'n' roll with vim and vigour.

Tonally, this amp stuck out in our listeners' 
estimation as the most characterful, which is 
not so surprising given our measured findings 
in that area. But what really bothered them 
was its lack of insight into the sound. If this 
just meant a less analytical approach, it would 
be forgivable. But, all too often, it intrudes on 
the musical connection between performers 
and audience. Imaging is slightly restricted 
and the subtle differences in character 
between instruments are blurred, making the 
whole sonic picture a bit generalised.

There are clearly some distinct plus and 
minus points. It is mellifluous and very well 
behaved, and it also offers a generous power 
output. But for whatever reason (and the most 
obvious culprit would appear to be the power 
supply, the biggest physical difference between 
models) it lags its bigger brother by a 
surprising distance and we'd tend to prefer the 
smaller A-g33, if funds are tight. HFC

VERDICT
SOUND 75%

1 1 1 1 1 111 1 I 1
Typically slightly bright 
balance is easier to ignore 
than the lack of insight. 
There are no obvious nasty 
habits but it is harder to 
connect with the music than 
via the best of the amps in 
this group.

FEATURES 84%

1 1 1 1 1 If i 1

BUILD » 81%

1 1 JJ-LLl-Ll 1 1

VALUE » 80% 

. i.LLLl. 1JH 1 1 1
HHICHOICt 7Q0/n
OVERALL SCORE / Q ZU

Digital amplifiers may not sound dramatically 
different from analogue ones but their lab 
measurements can look bizarre. Most obvious on 
the test bench is the residual of ultrasonic 'carrier' 
signal, a few tenths of a volt at around 400kHz, 
which probably has no effect on the loudspeaker or 
listener - but who knows? There are other - and 
easily correlated - oddities, too.

The final stage seen by the signal is a filter which 
removes most of the carrier, and the filter has its 
own effect on the audio band, raising output 
impedance from a low value in the bass and 
midband to quite high in the treble. As a result, 
treble response varies by an audible amount 
depending on the loudspeaker used and can rise by 
more than 1 dB at 20kHz. It's almost dead flat into 
4 ohms. Distortion is considerably higher than with 
the other amps here and contains rather a lot of 
hum modulation.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Dynamic power» +25%

21 Frequency response »-50%

3) Dynamic range » +10%

4) Distortion »-50%

5) Output impedance » -40%

\ SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated AActual

Power output (8 ohms) lOOW 128W

Distortion (1 kHz/8 ohrm) 0.08% 0.15%

frequency rssccnseCJOHz 20kHi) • l 3dB • 1 SdB
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thesoundsurgery 

^becal^ 
we love 

• music, 

we love 
hifi.
Restore your passion. 
Revive your music collection. 
Redefine your expectations.

Acoustic Signature 
Audio Desk Systeme 
Eben 
Exactpower 
Emilie 
Kingsound 
Luxman 
Monopulse 
Pearcable 
Stereovox 
Supra Sword 
Stillpoints 
Timber Matrix Foundation 
Vertex AO 
WhestAudio

^ww.soundsurgery.co.uk
01392 662920 I 07775 707784
New products & regularly updated 
used/ex-demo webpage.

ww.soundsurgery.co.uk
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ROTELRA-06
Rotel's latest integrated delivers mixed blessings

R
otel currently offers a range of 

amplifiers and receivers to suit most hi-fi 
and home cinema applications, plus 
audio source components and DVD players. It 

has an admirable habit of not fiddling 

unnecessarily with good products, but every 
now and then new models come along and the 
RA-06 is one of those - in fact, there's a whole 
06 series of recently-launched hi-fi separates.

Externally it's familiar Rotel stuff, with a 
smart rather than beautiful front panel 
fronting a slimline case. The line-up of five line 
inputs with an additional moving-magnet 
phono stage is also unsurprising, though one 

of the inputs appears on the front panel as a 
' media player' mini-jack socket.

In its promotional material, Rotel makes 
much of its 'Balanced Design Concept', by 
which it evidently means attention to detail. Of 
course, most manufacturers claim as much but 
there's plenty of evidence here that Rotel's 
boast is not empty. Looking inside the unit, we 
were impressed by the percentage of really 
good quality electronic components, such as 
close-tolerance, low-noise resistors and 
polypropylene film capacitors, the sort of stuff 
normally found in more high-end equipment.

Not everything is quite so fancy, but the power 
supply uses a fair-size toroidal transformer and 
the output stage is generously equipped with 
doubled pairs of transistors. The rating of 70 
watts per channel is around average these days 
for a mid-price integrated and will drive most 
speakers to more than satisfactory levels.

SOUND QUALITY
I f there's one thing that stands out from our 
listeners' notes on this amplifier, it's that the 
sound is generalised and lacking in refinement. 
11 seems to be good at lots of things but very 
good at few. The best feature is probably 
rhythm and pace, which attracted consistently 
favourable comment and gives an appealingly 
funky character to any music with a strong 
rhythmic underlay.

We wouldn't dream of demanding total 
control from an amplifier at this sort of price, 
but others in this group achieve a better 
approximation to 'grip' than the Rotel. Bass is 
extended but lacks real precision and so varies 

considerably from one track to the next. 
Synthesised deep bass sounds are probably 
best served, but jau-style plucked upright bass 
proves a tricky problem with a 'woofy' quality 
to it. In busy tracks, bass seems to recede 
somewhat, a characteristic our panel found 
most apparent in the Michael Jackson excerpt.

At higher frequencies, there's something of a 
tonal issue in the way instruments are 
portrayed. In many of the tracks we tried there 
is a lift in the higher midrange or 'presence' 
region, yet upper treble is suppressed and 
hence instrumental timbre is less clearly 
defined. This also has an impact on stereo 
imaging, which is broad but again vague.

All the same, this may be to some extent 
missing the point. Our listeners still enjoyed 
this amp, even while criticising certain aspects 
of its performance, and after they'd gone we 
found it a definite 'grower', a bit of a cheeky 
imp that's distinctly biased towards fun rather 
than analysis. We can't give it an unqualified 
recommendation, but we left it with feelings 
of affection. HFC

VERDICT : (' ('

SOUND 790/o Bass is generally good but 
across most of the audio1 1 J XLJI^HLLJ
band there's less control and 
precision than we'd ideallyFEATURES 850/o

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 like to hear. This can come
across as vagueness. The 
amp's sense of fun is aBUILD» 830/o
redeeming feature, though.

VALUE » 830/o HI-F1CH0ICE QI 0/n i
OVERALL SCORE v 1 / V

This well-behaved amplifier gives no obvious cause 
for concern in its measured performance. Rotel is 
keen on extended treble bandwidth and that's 
certainly in evidence here, with a high frequency 
-1 dB point of 180kHz, a full three octaves above 
audio and more than enough to accommodate any 
current or proposed high-definition digital recording 
system. The bass isn't as spectacular, but still adds 
nearly two octaves to audio's 20Hz notional limit. 
The phono input nearly matches these figures, 
despite a slight boost below 1 OOHz.

In terms of power, there's a good 1 dB of 
headroom above the notional spec, and into a 
4-0hm load dynamic power exceeds 170W. This is 
aided, no doubt, by the doubled output transistors. 
Distortion is good and holds up well at high 
frequencies, exhibiting just a touch of mains 
modulation in the extreme treble. There's a trace of 
phase modulation, but nothing likely to be serious.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Dynamic power» -15%

2] Frequency response » 0%

3] Dynamic range » -30%

4] Distortion » -15%

5] Output impedance » +20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Power output (8 ohms) 70W 91W

Distoition(lkHz/8ohms) 0.03% 0.012%

Frequency response {20Hz 20kHi) +O 3dB +O 3dB
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Integrated amplifiers £450^£550

CONCLUSIONS
Does a tight price grouping mean that all these amps sound the same? Not a bit of it!

N
ot for the first time, there's 
no obvious 'winner' in this 
group. Nor indeed is there a 
clear-cut loser. But we do find 

ourselves with distinct preferences.
We're a little baffled by the poor 

results we obtained from the Onkyo 
A-9555. The company's A-9755 
and A-933 were well liked and our 
enthusiasm for them remains 
undimmed. However, the current 
contender was short on insight, 
detail and those subtleties that can 
transform a vague approximation 
of live music into something 
uncannily like the real thing.

The NAO C372 has its place, 
especially if you have a burning 
desire to play music to the entire 
street. In terms of watts per pound, 
it's a clear winner. But we're after a 
bit more than that here at Hi-Fi 
Choice and we'd really have loved 
a little less congestion and rather 
more air and precision.

Rotel's newcomer scored 
surprisingly low, too, as we've had 
some very j olly times in the past 
with the company's amplifiers. 
Here it's a lack of control that 
seems to bother listeners most, but 
there's some good bass around and 

anything with a funky beat seems 
to be well served.

That leaves Marantz, Arcam and 
Creek. We've given the Marantz a 
slightly lower score overall than the 
others, but we can imagine some 
listeners ending up preferring it. Its 
refusal to put itself before the 
music is a distinctly praiseworthy 
attribute and if you like your hi-fi 
to be easily forgettable, in the best 
possible way, it's a damn fine amp.

All the same, our liking veers 
towards the Arcam and Creek for 
their combination of musical 
qualities, long-term pleasure and 

resolution of details. Neither is 
absolutely neutral tonally, but 
experience suggests that this kind 
of departure from absolute honesty 
is something one soon learns to 
ignore. Meanwhile, the way each of 
them can reveal the inner workings 
of the most complex recordings is 
something for which there is no 
substitute. Neither gives the full 
story but for the modest sum of 
£500 they give a lot of it, 
differering in details of 
presentation. They are also both 
very well made and offer real pride 
of ownership. Fine hi-fi value । HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS
CD PLAYERS
MARANTZSA7001 £430
A player capable of considerable finesse 
with both CD and SACD.

REGA APOLLO £498
A superbly musical player for the money, 
with particular upper frequency strength.

SPEAKERS
Q ACOUSTICS 1050 £330
This floorstander's entertaining sonic 
mix is hard to beat at the price.

EPOS M12.2 £449
A good-looking standmount with a 
refined and coherent sound.

» Amps generate heat' In a rack. allow 
at least three inches clear above any 
amplifier to dissipate that heat output. 
» Use decent cables in and out, and if 
your speaker cable has bare ends. be 
very careful to avoid frayed ends. 
Tighten terminals occasionally.

» It's 'greener' to switch an amp off at 
the mains than via standby. All the 
amps here kill the audio circuitry in 
standby so there's no sonic implication. 
» Routing cables neatly together does 
more than just look good - it helps 
reduce interference.

STEREO AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE

f450

MAKE Arcam Creek Marantz NAO Onkyo Rotel
MODEL DiVA A70 Evo PM7001 Kl C372 A-9555 RA-06

f49S f550 f500PRICE f500

SOUND i i i i i rrwD IIII D i i i i i m :' 1 1 1 1 1 I BM! i 1
FEATURES i i i i i i i.ito 1 1 1 U-l-M 1 1 i i i i i i i ezez:

BUILD i i i h i Lain 1 1 1 1 I । W । 1 1 1 1 1 IJU 1 1 1 1 1 1 LM 1 1
VALUE i i i i i i rm: 1 1 1 1 1 1 IM 1 i i i i i i «1 i 1 । । -1 k TM । ।

OVERALL i i i i i i nr . I ! U 1 1 1 1 1__ I ii i i i i i rr ! i i i i i raw i i
CONCLUSION Good snap and pace, with A dynamic and punchy A selfoffacing amp that A meaty po wet house of an

natural dynamics and good amplifier with a happy line serves the music admirably amp with strong, powerful
detail. Great all-round i n melody, to. Outrageously with fine bass, sweet treble bass but a lack fine detail.
value for money. well made at the price. and unforced detail. Great fun factor!

i i i i..li__li: :
i i i i I — i i
i i i i i i

iiii ii— i i
iiii ii—i i i
Slightly bright balance and 
some lack of insight make 
it harder to connect with 
the music.

f499

i i i 11 m 
mn It»'n 
i i i i i i. tarn
n i i r i ru

i i i i i —ii
Good bass but less control 
and precision than we'd 
like. Again, sense of fun is 
a redeeming feature.

KEY FEATURES

LINE INPIJT5 6 5 5 7 5 5

TAPE OUTPUTS 1 1 2 2 2 1

PHONO INPUT Yes(MM) Optional Yes(MM) No Yes (MM) Yes(MM)

SIZE(WxHxD) 44x8.5x29cm 43x8x34cm 44xl2x36.5cm 43.5x16x37cm 43.5x15x40cm 44x9.5x32cm

WEIGHT 7.5kg 8.6kg 10.5kg 11kg 13kg 7.7 kg

REMOTE CONTOL Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

BALANCED INPUT No No No No No No

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • G = GOOD «• A = AVERAGE • P=POOR

CUP POINT (8 OHM) 22V A 26VG 26.SVG 40VE 32V i 27VG

FREQUENCY RESPONSE ±0.3dB G- ±0.25dB G ±0.25dB G ±0.15dB C ± 1.5dB P ±0.3dB C.

□DYNAMIC RANCE lOldBA 102dBA 107dB 112dB E 106dB lOldBA

DISTORTION 0.003%£ 0.01 % G 0.005% £ 0.005% E 0.15%P 0.012%C

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE 0.1 ohm A 0.055 ohmG 0.06 ohm G 0.02 ohm E 0.18 ohm 0.05 ohm C

POWER CONSUMPTION 27W/1.3W 15W/- 22W/0.4W 70W/2W 38W/0.3W 24W/3W
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Audio Destination 01884 243 584

Stockists of: 
Analysis Plus 
Audia 
Audio Physic 
Avid 
Ayre 
Bel Canto 
Cairn 
Chord 
Creek 
Graaf
Grand Prix Audio
Focal JMIab

Its all about delivery ! ! \ t h e Spirit of So o ii of

Focal.JMIab = wonderful sound delivery | Audio Destination = free UK delivery

IsoTek
Leema Acoustics 
Lexicon
Lyra 
McIntosh 
Monitor Audio 
Moon 
Nordost 
Pathos 
Primare 
Project 
Roksan 
Stax 
Tannoy Prestige 
Teac Esoteric 
Thiel 
Totem Acoustics 
Unison Research 
VDH
VPI Turntables 
and many more.

Open Monday - Saturday 
9am - 5pm

Audio Destination
Suite 7a Market Walk 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 6BL

info@audiodestination.co.uk 
www.audiodestination.co.uk

astintrew 
audio analogue 
audio research 
avalon (np range) 
bauer audio 
cardas 
conrad iohnson 
Copland 
crystal cable 
dps turntables 
dream vision
ecs
finite elemente 
focal 
grado 
harmonic 
hyperion 
isophon 
isotek
iadis 
karan 
koetsu
krell
lavardin
leema acoustics 
marantz

martin logon 
martensen 
nordost
opera 
pathos 
prima luna
qed
resolution audio 
roksan 
shanling
sme
sonus faber 
stands unique 
stax
sterling broadcast 
stratton furniture 
sugden 
sunfire
theta
transparent 
unison research 
wadia 
wilson audio 
yter 
zanden
& many more...

WATT puppy 8
demonstrations by appointment 
new & used high-end audio 
informative web site

For more information on Wilson Audio Products, please contact us.

sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk 
www.guildfordaudio.co.uk

01483 537 577
Guildford h

Audio

mailto:info@audiodestination.co.uk
http://www.audiodestination.co.uk
mailto:sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
http://www.guildfordaudio.co.uk


When you subscribe to HMICHOICE 
by Direct Debit for just !3.74 per month

(That's just £3.45 per issue!)

YOUR FREE GIFT!When you subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice by Direct Debit, you don't just get a hefty discount off the normal shop price - this month you'll also receive a free Russ Andrews PowerMax mains cable into the bargain 1As any hi-fi aficionado knows, the quality of mains electricity that is used to power a hi-fi system can have a direct influence on that system's sound. Russ Andrews has long been an innovator in this field, and his latest creation - the PowerMax mains cable - offers a new, affordable way to experience the difference for yourself.Like a standard 'kettle lead', the PowerMax comes supplied with a three-pin plug on one end and an IEC socket on the other - but the similarities end there. The substantial, stranded conductors use Kimber high-purity copper, with particular emphasis placed on the cable's insulation, resulting in a significantly better sonic performance than typical freebie mains cables. At its usual retail price of £30, it's a bargain upgrade; but if you subscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice by Direct Debit this month, you'll get one absolutely free । Stocks are limited, however, so hurryl
For more information on the PowerMax mains cable, call Russ Andrews on 
0845 345 1550, or visit www.russandrews.com

^ ^^^®
Solutions for better music & movies

TcAiDER 

08708314722 

Nawi
BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
\ magazine / "Tweaks to such important 

areas as detail, bass 
extension and treble 

sweetness add up to a more 
appealing sound overall."

PowerMax review: Hi-Fi Choice, December 2006 (issue 288)

Order online at ^ww.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hf c/n026

http://www.russandrews.com
ww.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hf
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Surname........... . .

Address.

Postcode
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D American Express D Switch/ Maestro
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PAYMENT DETAILS

Future

Telephone...
I f you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HI-FI CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group ‘omparnes containing news. 
specials offers and product and service information, please include your email and mobile no. below

Originator's Identification 
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768195

Mobile no.
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you relevani information about their 
products or services by email Oor SMS 0
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> You'll never miss an issue

I would like to pay by Credit/ Debit card - saving 11 %
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> Pay just £3.74 per month by 
Direct Debit

> 13 issues a year delivered direct 
to your door

> Save money compared to the 
shop price

> Ordering is easy and only takes 
a minute

> PLUS! Subscribe by Direct Debit 
this month and you'll also receive 
a free Russ Andrews mains cable 
worth£30!

> Call 0870 837 4722 quoting 
offer code p026

> Or visit: 
w^w. myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/ 
hfc/p026

> Or complete the priority order form 
(right) and pop it the post

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS If you live outside the UK, please call 
+44 1858 438749 for our latest prices

D I'd like a year's subscription (13 issues) to HI-FI CHOICE for £44.96 - saving 11%
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Dl would like to pay by monthly Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my FREE Russ Andrews 
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RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:
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OFFER CODE P026
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Hl«OICE
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, order 

online, drop us an email or fill out the order form opposite and pop it in the post It couldn't be simpler!

W
elcome to our new, expanded 
Choice Bits accessories shop. 
Every month, our highly-trained 
audio experts trawl the world of hi-fi for the 

freshest goodies and the finest accessories, 
all designed to help get the most out of your 
system and each one ready to be delivered
straight to your door.

This issue, get your mains in perfect order 
thanks to the ultimate in audiophile-grade 
fuses. Whether in your mains plug or replacing 
the fuse in your electronics component, there's 
now no excuse for not upgrading every last 
aspect of your hi-fi system.

For our full product selection, visit our 
dedicated website: www.choicebits.co.uk

HI-FI TUNING SILVER/ GOLD FUSES
Hi-Fi Tuning fuses employ silver fuse wire and 
ceramic insulation as well as gold-plated end 
caps. This simple upgrade can reduce sonic 
grain and help to deliver 'blacker' backgrounds 
and a more natural tonal balance. And, unlike

many mains upgrades, this one can go inside 
the electronics as well as in your mains plug I

The standard version is a l3A fuse, for use 
inside the mains plug of any hi-fi component. 
But fuses also exist inside your equipment 
and these may be upgraded too, thanks to the 
availability of a variety of sizes and values - call 
0870 240 7228 for more information. Fuses... 
the ideal last-minute Christmas gifrl

ONLY f 14.95 FOR 
INTERNAL FUSES 
(CALL FOR DETAILS), 
£19.95 FOR 13A FUSE

Best Buy Accessories

lsotek Full System Enhancer Disc
Our top-selling burn-in and demagnetisation disc 
is a must-have for any CD or DVD-based system.
Price: £14.95

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level
Use Clearaudio' s high-quality stainless steel 
bubble level to ensure your turntable is lined up.
Pri cet £22.95

Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups
Made from the revolutionary RDC compound, 
use the Cups to improve spike and cone sound.
Price: £19.95 (set of four)

Shure Stylus Force Gauge
This classic balance-style gauge is remarkably 
effective and accurate. An vinyl must-buyl
Price: £24.95

l ’Art du Son Record Cleaning Liquid
Alcohol-free record cleaning fluid. This 
biodegradable solution will clean 500 records.
Price: £27.95

Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner
Transform your dusty LPs with this classic wet 
cleaning system. Highly recommended.
Pr ice: £44.95

LAST Stylus Cleaner
Discs sound better and are less likely to be 
damaged if your stylus is completely clean.
Price: £19.95

Naga oka Anti-Static Record Sleeves
Quite simply, the best LP inner sleeves made.
The audiophile's choice. Sold in packs of 50.
Pri ce^ £14.95 (pack of 50)

Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones
Used under CD players, RDC cones are the 
perfect balance of size, cost and performance.
Price: £29.95 (set of four)
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CHOICE .
ANALOGUE ACCESSORIES | Lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc £19.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC I Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 DArt Vinyl LP display mount (single) E29.95 D Marigo 3D CD/DVD Mat £59.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 DArt Vinyl LP display mount (pack of three) £69.95 D Mobile Fidelity ULTRADISC C.DA (Qty 5) £14.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 DCardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP £21.95 D Opus3 Showcase (SACD) £21.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) £44.95 DClearaudio Diamond Stylus Brush £9.95 D Richard Black's U.5.H.ER. CD £14.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £19.95 DClearaudio Harmo-Nicer LP Mat £34.95 D lsoTek System Enhancer, DeMag & Burn-In CD £14.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC Combi Base (Qty 4) £49.95 DClearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £29.95 D Order both the above discs for only £21.00 D Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £119.95 DClearaudio Stroboscopic Light £8L95 D Ringmat The Statmat Mkll £19.95 D IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) £19.95 D

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £22.95 D Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) £17.95 D Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54.95 DClearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 D Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £24.95 D Project T/Table Wall Mount £74.95 DClearaudio Quadro Record Clamp £73.95 D Walker Audio ERS Paper (8" x5") £14.95 D Project T/Table Platform £224.95 DClearlight Audio (RDC) Record Puck £54.95 D Walker Audio ERS Paper Self Adhesive (8" x5" ) £19.95 D Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) £14.95 DKAB Strobe Disc & Light £79.95 D XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.95 D Spectral Polipods Support Systems (Qty 8) £14.95 DKatli Audio Stylus Pressure Gauge £74.95 D CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS Stillpoints Cones (Qty 3) £244.95 DLoricraft Record Mat £49.95 D Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £14.95 D 1 MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERSMichell Engineering Record Clamp £23.95 D Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £4.95 D 24ct Gold Plated UK Plug £19.95 DMichell Universal Dust Cover £46.95 D Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 D Hi-Fi Tuning Silver/Gold 13A Fuse £19.95 DMichell Techno Weight £67.95 D Allsop Radial CD Cleaner £10.95 D IEC - Figure 8 Adaptor £9.95 DMilty Zerostat £3950 D Clearaudio Stylus Tip Brush £9.95 D lsoTek Premium Mains Cable (l.5M) £54.95 DMobile Fidelity GeoDisca £44.95 D Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £13.95 D lsoTek Elite Mains Cable (l.5M) £84.95 DOrtofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.95 D DeoxlT Contact Cleaner (200ml) £13.95 D lsoTek Optimum Mains Cable (l.SM) £149.95 DPolaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5.95 D Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £14.95 D Nordost Shiva Mains Cable (2 OM) £220.00 DProject Bubble Level £14.95 D Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 D Nordost Vishnu Mains Cable (2.0M) £450.00 DProject Record Puck £39.95 D Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner £44.95 D Nordost Brahma Reference Mains Cable (2.0M)£895.00 DRingmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £750 D L'Art du Son Record Cleaner (5Litre) £27.95 D Nordost Valhalla Reference Mains Cable (2.0M)£1750.00 DRingmat Developments The Ringmat £49.95 D L'Art du Son CD/DVD Cleaner £39.95 D lsoTek lsoPlug £29.95 DRingmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.95 D Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 D lsoTek NeoPlug £49.95 D

Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.95 D Last CD/DVD cleaner £19.95 D lsoTek Gil Solus £324.95 D'The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.95 D Last Record Preservative £39.95 D lsoTek Gil Multi-4-Way £174.95 D

AUDIO BOOKS Last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 D lsoTek Gil Multi-Way £199.95 DThe Complete Guide To High-End Audio £24.95 D Last Stylast Stylus Treatment £29.95 D lsoTek Gil Multi5AVay £234.95 DHow To Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable £7.50 D Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £29.95 D lsoTek Gil Gemini-6-Way (distribution strip) £260.00 DThe LP is Back £9.95 D Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (50)£14.95 D JsoTek Gii Mini Sub/Vision £549.95 /£599.95 DHome theatre For Everyone £19.95 D Nordost Eco 3 Static Inhibitor Spray £24.95 D lsoTek Sigmas £999.95 D

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES Onzow Zerodust Stylus Tip Cleaner £34.95 D lsoTek Gil Titan £1499.95 DAllsop DVD Optimiser/laser lens Cleaner " £19995 ” D Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 D lsoTek Gii Nova £1699.95 DAudioPrism CD Stoplight £19.95 D ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) £13.95 D Kemp Electronics Power Strip 4-Way £324.95 DAVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £39.95 D Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.95 D Kemp Electronics Power Strip 6-Way £375.95 DBedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll £69.95 D VPI HW16.5 Record Cleaning Machine £475.00 D Kemp Electronics Power Strip 8^Way £424.95 DCompact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 D Walker Audio Super Silver Treatment £59.95 D Nordost THOR by lsoTek £1599.95 DCompact Dynamics CD UpGrade £14.95 D Walker Audio Ultra Vivid CD/DVD Enhancer £119.95 D V.D.H. Polarity Tester £17.50 DDensen DeMagic CD £12.95 D ISOLATION RACKS AND CONES WattGate 320 IEC Connector (Black) £18.95 DDigital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Discfl9.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelff549.95 o WattGate 3201 HC (16Amp) £28.95 D
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ORDER FORM
Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk

Tel:

Cheque/postal order enclosed for £ made payable to Choice Bits.
Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number:
DODD DODD DODD DODD DODValid From  Expires  Issue number (Switch) 
How to order: UK postage:Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and send Postage is £2.00 for the first item and £1.00 thereafter.it to: .O. Box 5996, Newbury RG20 4XH All Prices include VAT at 17.5%.
Alternatively: Give us a call on 0870 240 7228 European/ International sales:
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage
Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive.This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorsale.
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= COOt GALES
At www.coolgales.com, we believe that buying hi-fi gear should be a breeze.

Check out the reviews and brochure 
downloads on our website product listings. 

Read how the astonishing Pro-Ject RPM5 has 
been named 2006 Product of the Year by 

What Hi-Fi?.

Give us a free call on 0800 043 6710 if you need more info. 
We'll tell you how the Leema Acoustics Antila CD player was 
a jaw-dropping sensation at the Heathrow show.

Free delivery on all orders over £100, 
including the spectacular NuForce Reference 

9SE monoblocs, which "offer some of the best 
sound that sensible money can buy" (The 

Absolute Sound).

A 30-day money-back guarantee on most products 
(details on our website), including the breathtaking 

Clearaudio Emotion, named 2006 Best Turntable 
£500 - £800 by What Hi-Fi?.

A huge selection of hi-fi components with style, 
like the astounding Eclipse TD712z, which "brings the 

emotional aspects of a recording into focus more 
sharply than any other speakers" (What Hi-Fi?).

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.
Give us a click. Give us a call.

www.cool gales.corn 
0800 043 6710

The Victoria School House ~ Henrie Road = Bath BA2 6LU

http://www.coolgales.com
http://www.cool
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SEND YOUR ORDER TO
UK READERS
Hi-Fi Choice back issues.
FREE POST 854900, Somerton,
Somerset, TAll 6BR

OVERSEAS READERS: 
Hi-Fi Choice back issues, 
Cary Court, Somerton, 
Somerset, TA 11 6TB, UK

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?
MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER AMOUNT

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING?
Make cheques/POs payable CHEQUE 0
to Future Publishing Ltd. MASTERCARD 0
(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX) MAESTRO

POSTAL ORDER 0

HOW MUCH WILL 11 COST?
UK £5.95, EU £6.95, Outside EU £7.95 (per issue)

BACK ISSUES
Back issues are available by mail order (as 
long as stocks remain). They cost £5.95 
(UK), £6.95 (Europe) or £7.95 (rest of the 
world) . All prices include p&p. You can 
order by phone on 0870 837 4-773 - we 
accept Mastercard and Visa credit cards, 
and Maestro debit cards. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or PO made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. Please fill in your details on 
the left of this form.

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT
If you're interested in an HFC review of an 
older component and the back issue has 
sold out, we can usually send photocopies 
of individual reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee (inc p&p) of ES per review. 
You must know in which issue the original 
review appeared; we are unable to search 
back issues for old reviews.

Please send a written request, enclosing 
a cheque for £5 made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd, to:
Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service,
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London, NWl 6NW

PLEASE note: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR 
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS

Why not subscribe 
to HrFi Choice?

Seepage78 
for more details...
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High End Cable
^ww.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880 
Free P&P Worldwide on all interconnects

Abbey Road Cables 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecosse 
Nordost 
Oehlbach 
Stereovox 
Tannoy 
van den Hui 
Wyrewizzard

lso Tek Power Conditioners

Cable Tower

Cleartight Audio Cones 
Oehlbach Accessories

Stax Headphones 
Echo Busters 
Ayre CD - lsoTek CD 
Creek Phono Stages 
Lyra MC Cartridges 
Ortofon MC Cartridges 
Sumiko MC Cartridges

Second Hand 
XLR Cables 
DIN Cables 
Media Cables 
SCART Cables 
S Video Cables 
Jumper Cables 
HDMI Cables 
DVI Cables 
Digital Cables 
Sub Woofer Cables

CHORD

Is^fek

Cable Tower

N@RDOST

TOWNSHENO Auoic

■umutaatwC»* Or H'-Cno >

A Sound Connec i ion

ABREY ROADC^SLE

available instore or online
Reference Cables include FREE Bum In www.piccadillurecords.com

Solutions for better music & movies

Exclusive! January Sale Preview
Full Sale starts 27th Dec '06

A Classic Combination at 1 /2 QJJC6! Hlfl^lKHlfl^lK

Always meant to upgrade your Hi-Fi extension? 
Now you've no excuse! Our SilencerBlock and 
Classic PowerKord™ gives you three effective 
mains upgrades in one. They help to improve your 
kit's connection to the mains supply; reduce mains 
noise; and reduce sound-degrading Radio 
Frequency Interference.

Russ Andrews Silencer Block \
"••.significantly reduced background 'hash' 
and a subjectively lower noise floor, which in 
turn improves resolution of details."

Hi-Fi Choice, The Hi-Fi Accessories 
Handbook, July 2006

What's more, we're offering you all this at
1/2 price in our exclusive January Sale preview! 
Beat the rush and order one now!

6 Way Silencer Block and 1 m Classic PowerKord™
Was £250 Now ONLY £125
Including FREE UK Mainland delivery

WHAT HI-FI?

Russ Andrews Classii 
“We defy anyom 
improvemi

'rKoro™
Mice the

Mf^rmance when you 
Table to a PowerKord. '

What Hi-Fi, May 2004.

buy online at www.russandrews.com/choice
or call UK Local Rate 0845 345 1 550 and quote code CHOICE

Exclusive UK Retailer for

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, 2b Moreland Court, Westmorland Business Park, Shap Road, Kendal, LA9 6NS, UK. 
Tel:+44 (0)1539 797300 Email: info@russandrews.com

ww.highendcable.co.uk
http://www.piccadillurecords.com
http://www.russandrews.com/choice
mailto:info@russandrews.com
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-
Products that score more than 80 per cent overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to 
make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick 
the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then 
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist 
outlets where you can audition these components 
with your favourite discs.

Reviews you can trust
Ourtest results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewersand use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained within these pages, from CD 
and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. 
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround 
and vision, these components will take you a step 
closer to reality.

January 2007 ; HI-FI CHOICE 85

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
►J Bible - the ultimate guide to the very best 

high performance hi-fi and multichannel 
gear you can buy. Here, you’ll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for and how to get the most from your components.

HFOOICEINTRO BUYER'S BIBLE

LOUDSPEAKERS 
STEREO SPEAKERS 
MULTICHANNEL SF

DEALER CLASSIFIED
DEALER GUIDE
DEALER DIRECTORY

SOURCE COMPONENTS
CD PLAYERS
DVD PLAYERS
VINYL
RADIO TUNERS 
DIGITAL RECORDERS

ANCILLARIES 1
HEADPHONES
CABLES 
STANDS AND SUPPORTS

HI-FICHOICE R
BUYER’S Bl

AMPLIFIERS
STEREO AMPS
MULTICHANNEL AV AMPS
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BUYER'S BIBLE CD PLAYERS

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence of 
( <B>) new formats and the 
V—y resurgence of an old one 

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

It's also the most enduring 
format on the market. Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a 
stream of Is and Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

S
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-0nly format introduced 

by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 

considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has

^^ the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six

| channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are

usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability

without an SACD<ompatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 

even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section.

TOP HUYS
BEST BUY

HIFIHOICE
< magazine /

Rega Apollo £498
Rega's latest entry-level player is a splendidly musical performer, given its modest 
price. Bass is good, midrange is great and high frequencies are truly exceptional.

HFFICHOICE
magazine

Q&A
WHAT'S A DIC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DIC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 
44l kHz to 192 kHz.

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

O Ô o o

Cambridge Audio Azur 840C £750
Sitting at the top of Cambridge Audio's Azur range, the 840( is a technically innovative 
p ;y--r with a sound that belies its sub-£1,000 price - open, subtle and refined.

86 HltI CHOICE J january 2007
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CD PLAYERS BUYER'S BIBLE

Our favourite 0 BEST BUY g EDITOR'S CHOICE
CD PLAYERS SPECIFICATIONS

Audio-only CD and SACD players 8 9 9

8 s -BADGE? PRODUCT

UP TO £1.000
'i COMMENTS

0 Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 250 If you value the effortless flow of musical information, you should certainly hear this player • • • • 285

0 Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Highly involving and rewarding music player at a sensible price • • • • • 286

0 Creek Eva 495 A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value • • 285

0 Cyrus CD8x 1,000 I mpressive mix of detail, musicality, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX-R power suppy (£400) • • 270

0 Denon DCD-?OOAE 250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay • • • • 284

z Marantz SA7001 430 Easy, relaxed sound arguably lacks true grit, but is extremely listenable from CD and SACD • • • 281

0 Musical Fidelity X-RAYv8 1,098 Accurate, yet musical performer. £799, but requires £299 TRIPLE-X power supply outside of X-T100 system • • • 288

0 Nairn CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5i is the definitive player at the price • 259

0 Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy performer • • 285

0 Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A gocd, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SACD performance • • • • at• • 276

0 Vncent CD-S6 Mkll 999 With its tube output stage, a beguiling midrange, sweet highs and attractively figured lows plus fine dynamics • • • 287

ABOVE £1.000
0 Arcam FMJ CD36 1,200 Fne detail, extension, dynamics and neutrality: 'bland' or 'honest' according to listener taste! • • •

0 Audio Research Ref CD? 8,000 Top of the CD playing tree, with a sound as open and musically accomplished as you'll ever find from the format • •
• 1

0 Ayre CX-7e 2,195 I f you want a clean-sounding, revealing and entertaining player with fabulous build this is a strong contender • e 1

0 Classe CDP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced * • • •

3 Classe CDP-202 4,750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, f sophistication is your bag. Includes S-‘1deo and composite outputs • ♦ • •

0 Copland CDA823 1,750 Don't let the laid-back character fool you - this player has plenty of insight too • • •

0 Cyrus CD Xt/DAC X 1,900 Greater resolve than the single box competition, and DAG X has six digital inputs for whole system conversion • • • • 1

!il Esoteric X-03SE 4,995 Resolution and musicality close to the top of the game. For out and out transparency and build quality it's hard to beat • • » •

!il Krell SACD Standard 4,244 A landmark SACD player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price » • • • •

0 Linn Malik 1,950 Compact and capable of most CD formats, it's musically communicative with fine pace and enthusiasm • •

0 Mcintosh MCD201 3,400 Superb CD performance and even better with SACD which has its own output level control. • • • • •

□ Marantz SA-15 S1 1,200 Some inconsistency over imaging, but enjoyable performance, strong on detail • • • •

0 Meridian G06 1,695 Great combination of all-round attainment with superb looks and build quality, plus superb remote control • • • •

!il Meridian 808i Signature 8,250 Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite delightful • • • •

NAO M5 1,299 Beautifully made and very versatile CD/SACD player handles most formats with very superior dynamic range • • • •

0 Nairn CD5x 1,450 Unique design nicely complements a sophisticated and highly capable performance 1 •

!il Nairn CDX2 2,800 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply •

0 Rega Saturn 1,300 Attractive simple player does the basics superbly, delivering performance with great poise, precision and range • • •

0 Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 30 performance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source •

0 Sugden CD21SE 1,395 Delivers its particularly musical touch brilliantly and warrants the attention of all true music lovers •

0 T+A CD1230R 1,500 Filter options make this a player for all tastes, aided by top quality engineering •

B Wadia 302 3,999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits • z • 1

280

279

281

. 286

• 284

280
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285
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283

• • 284

276

281

• 263

285

280

238

286

• • 244

271

280

• 253

MJ4*1 Hill SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslinkoutput for digital connection to a OAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CO-Rs.
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs

Copland CDA823 £^750
This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinavian CD player combines a real ear for detail 
with full-scale dynamics and an effortless musical style. A genuine hi-fi star.

Esoteric X-03SE £4,995
Esoteric's entry-level CD/SACD player delivers astonishing sonic detail and precision, 
coupled with a gorgeous sense of musical structure. Truly, it's brilliant.
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BUYER'S BIBLE DVD PLAYERS

DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

Z0~'\ DVD has proved a phenomenal 
( } success in commercial terms and has
A---- B virtually extinguished the market for

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 
multiformat player when it comes to 
features. Early DVD players were not 
particularly good CD spinners because of 
the enormous amount of RF interference 
produced by video circuits, but as this 
problem has been identified manufacturers 
have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most 
DVD players are competent CD players and 
a few are very good - often as not they are 
the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well.

The great advantage of DVD is that it 
offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 
length movie or music concert and discrete 
multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 
CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 
the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 
Digital or DTS format, both of which use 
'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto the 
disc alongside the video data. You can use

Q&A

a DVD player with your stereo system by 
connecting the stereo outputs, though this 
won't give the surround sound benefits that 
the format specialises in.

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands are bringing out universal players 

to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 

DVD-Video - a neat and relatively future proof 

route into high-resolution multichannel music. 

Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 

compatible digital audio links are now also 

appearing, enhancing DVD-A/SACD sound 

when used with similarly equipped amps.

DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs

■k can be played on any DVD player, but the

CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only 

be appreciated with a DVD-A player.

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information - lyrics, images and so on. To save

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs 
for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 
and the coaxial digital output 
for DTS and Dolby Digital 
movie soundtracks.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is 
component video closely 
followed by RGB Scart, which 
is clearly superior to S-video 
and the basic composite 
video option.

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music 
and movie soundtracks in 
multichannel surround. DVD 
players can be used with stereo 
amps and just two speakers to 
great effect, but you'll only get 
stereo, not surround sound.

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO?
I t's worthwhile for the very best 
picture quality, but make sure 
your DVD player and display 
device support PAL progressive.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 
stereo and multichannel connections, 
use these for best results with 
DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.

■Ct C.O'-'CZ)
VIDEO OUTPUT

y component

SCART 
CONNECTIONS:
These are a 
good-quality 
option for video, 
especially ones 
that output RGB.

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 
green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 
results, while the black multipin socket is 5-Video, which sits 
qualitatively between the two.

<e Ell

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:
For Dolby Digital, 
DTS and PCM 
audio bitstreams.

BB Hlfl CHOICE I ianuary 2007



DVD PLAYERS
AudioNideo disc players
BADGE? PRODUCT

UP TO £1,000

HFFIHOICE
DVD PLAYERS BUYER'S BIBLE
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SPECIFICATIONS
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? COMMENTS

0 Arcam DIVA DV78 700 Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound performance for the money • • 254

0 Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable (if unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • • 276

0 Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation • e • • 274

0 Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which pertorms well with audio and video • • e • 275

0 Philips DVP9000S 400 Philips proves it hasn't lost its touch with mid market DVD players. Includes SACD and HDMI for quality video, and it's a star • • • 274

Sony DVP-NS91 OOES 1,000 Video playback is foremost, with the ilink delivering significantly better sound than the analogue counterparts • • 274

0 Yamaha DVD-S2500 700 Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned outwith a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs • a • • • 280

I MOT £1000 1
0 Arcam DVA DV137 1,250 Good overall audio pertomnance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SACD playback at time of writing • • • • 285

Cyrus DVDS 1,200 An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes compcnent video outputs • • 238
0 Denon DVD-3930 1, 100 Well engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powerful video image processing • • • • 287

0 Denon DVD-A1XV 2,500 Sophisticated universal player with state of the art video processing, high class disc replay, especially SACD • • • • 266

@ Linn Unidisk SC 2,995 Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-Ii • • • • 259

0 Marantz DV9600 1,500 With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SACD, this sets a very high standard to beat • • • • • 280

@ Meridian G98AH 3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player — ground breaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too • • • 265

@ Nairn DVD5 2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio • 263

0 T+ASACD 1245 R 2,000 Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited job, but it does it with fine fidelity • • • 279

0 Townshend TA 565 CD 3,000 A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with gooC ol' stereo CD • • • • I 270

SO
U
R
C
ES

BUYS

E2SIS1 DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.
ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output lor digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fined to the DVD player.

« *

quad/ajæ

Rondo
Ribbon Tweeter 

ALTIMA Mid/Bass

Tel 0560 076 5391
^^.quadral.co.uk

Argentum 02WL 
Hi-Fi Digital Wireless Speakers

Meridian G98AH £3,625
A digitaltourdeforce-as exceptional with both audio and video as you'd expect.

Signo MXS.1
5.1 Surround Speaker Package

. riacy ora 
—< 00 00 ®0

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
magazine

Philips DVP9000S £400
An attractive and well designed DVD player with a great picture and good CD/SACD sound.

I_______________________________________________________________________________

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
magazine '

9 <•

Arca; DiVA DV137 fl,250
The first 'universal' player from this top British brand is a cracker, sonically and visually.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE
magazine

Marantz DV7600 £600
A universal player that's strong with all formats, including music on CD/SACD/DVD-A.

EDITOR S CHOICE

/MERIDIAN
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or turntables 
offer the digital revolution 
serious competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 
modest model can turn musical 
tricks that most CD players struggle 
with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but 
in reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable than 
a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is 
increasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

Pro-Ject
RPM 5 £400
Pro-Ject's entry-level RPM deck is a 
good-looking, great-sounding package 
that delivers terrific value for money. A 
class act and no mistake.

The Funk Firm
Funk V £760
The more costly of two turntables from The 
Funk Firm, the Funk V builds on its 
sibling's virtues to deliver a sound of sheer 
class - dynamic, detailed and refined.

Clearaudio
Champion fl,475
Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio 
deck, arm and cartridge combination 
turns in a beautifully well-balanced 
delivery, but choose your support wisely.

Avid
Volvere Sequel £3,500
Avid has been one of the most impressive 
exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 
but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.
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TURNTABLES
Record players

HFHCHOICE

VINYL BUYER'S BIBLE
SPECIFICATIONS

S
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . es mm th.f 3 S

Avid Diva 1,100 A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 33/45 • 247
Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500 Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 • • 229

□ Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 33/45 • 268
Clearaudio Ambient 4,220 Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 * e • 271
EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33/45/78 • i e opt 276

□ The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won't find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail 33/45 1 e opt 279

® . The Funk Firm FunkV 750 Wms- drive brings a iewMryeni m the standard Funk Man < resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it's a killer 33/45 opt opt 284
□ ■ Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 • 266
□ Michell Tecnodec 767 Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - full-bodied and highly detailed 33/45 • 268
□ Michell Gyro SE 1,058 New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 33/45 • • 239

Michell Orbe SE 2,015 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 33/45 • 235
D Nottingham Analogue Horizon 529 A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 33/45 • 253
0 Pro-Ject Debut SE 200 The best Debut has a quality cartridge and easy upgrade arrn cable, it delivers a scale, energy and resolve with ease 33/45 • e 276
0 Project RPM 5 400 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 • 279
0 Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,000 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent' Price includes carbon-fibre arm 33/45 • 268
D Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 I • opt 257
D Rega P7/RB?OO 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural pertormer 33/45 • opt 257
E Toga P9/RB1OOO 2,498

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • ..
Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1 OOO tonearm 33/45 ; • [V 228

□ Roksan Radius 5/Nima 850 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 • • 248
IK! SME Model 1OA 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 e • • 195
[k] SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 e • • 186

Townshend Rock Anniversary 4,900 If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc. Excalibur arm) 33/45 e • 259

SPECIFICATIONS
Our favourite □ BEST BUY [ec] EDITOR'S CHOICE

PHDND CARTRIDGES
MM and MC cartridges
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

□ Cartridge Man MM Ill 625 The MM Ill challenges MCs at twice the price, it produces detail, space and energy and has stunning resolve in the right arm
□ Denon DL-103R 200 Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around

Grado Prestige Black 40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too
□ Grado Prestige Gold 110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss
E Lyra Helikon 1,095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality
m Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo Ill 239 High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound
E van den Hui MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light
E van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for
E Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

< <

.. .s ?
2m s

266
285
214
235
215
270
235
265
253

PHDND STAGES
SPECIFICATIONS

th.f 
th.f < 

o

Phono stages
BADGE? PRODUCT
0

S

[k]

CamlTGge Audio 640P
Clearaudio Smart-Phono
NAO PP2 phono stage
Tom Evans Microgroove
Tom Evans The Groove
Trichord Dino/Dino+

TURNTABLE SPECS KEY

60
250
50

400
1,800
498

COMMENTS

Tested with the almost-as-good £40 540P, this remarkable phono stage brings refinement and bass weight to budget vinyl 
Minute and very practical unit with slightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound
A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget -open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money
For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better' 
Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 
Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility

O

I

•

•

O

g 
z

•

•

2 
s

è

277
268
245
234
201
234

SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm . SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt
from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department. but the dealer will fit it for you. 
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this rs included in the price shown.
CARTRIDGESPECSKEY MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type.

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.
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‘The way to ptay vinyi

Model 10

Model 20/2

Series

Series 300

Series IV

Series V

fax: +44 (0)1903 814269tel: +44 (0)1903 814321
email: sales@sme.ltd.co.uk

visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk

Model 30/2

Ask for details of this superb range:

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY ■ ENGLAND

PINEWOOD 
MUSIC

WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 8
Just another WATT-Puppy?

That’s what we wondered at first. After all, System 
7 was, is and always will be a truly fabulous 
transducer. What more could this latest incarnation 
offer, apart from an open invitation for the cynics to 
take a swipe? The answer is that it presents a 
vitality, precision and timing that we have never 
before experienced from a loudspeaker. David 
Wilson dug deep and he discovered dynamite - 
musical dynamite. Experience it at Pinewood Music.

Pinewood Music Agencies: krell, audio research, jadis, 
sonus faber, martin logan, copland, wilson audio, 
darTZeel, minetism, koetsu, prima luna, unison 
research, synergistic research, chord cable, transparent, 
yter, bed, futureglass, finite elemente

The Pinewood Music Company

Telephone: 01460 54322 
Mobile: 07860 351113

e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

mailto:sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
mailto:brianriv@mac.com
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TUNERS BUYER'S BIBLE

RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical resource 
that's in danger of being taken for 
granted, but whatever your tastes

there's someone out there catering for it. If 
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 
to your hi-fi already, you're missing outl

DAB or FM?

Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over 
to digital entirely, but hardware prices have 
yet to come down to a point where this 
would be acceptable. Its advantages over 
FM include hiss-free reception, the 
potential for a wider range of stations and 
the ability to display comprehensive 
programming information. FM's RDS 
system means that station name and 
occasionally track titles are displayed, but 
the range of information is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 
cost of hardware and the greater reception

area. It can also provide higher sound 
quality if reception conditions are 
favourable. Absolute sound quality 
judgements are muddied by the fact that 
you are listening to different forms of 
compression and processing at the studio 
for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 
it's variety of programming you're after, 
they have a lot to offer.

RECEPTION
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 

dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 

listeners should get a decent external aerial 

and connect it with as few junctions and 

splits as possible. Every time you split the 

cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 

halve signal strength! With DAB the same 

applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 

www.bbc.co.uk/ digitalradio for details.

HIFI

0OO

Denon TU-1SOODAB £2 50
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design ata tempting price.

Creek TSO £550
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 
with a substantial and detailed sound.

T+A Tl210R £1,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

HIFI

Magnum Dynalab
MD 90T £1,195
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M-medium wave, L- long wave, DAB-digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names 
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial 
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

TUNERS SPECIFICATIONS

WAVEBANDS RDS 
PRESETS

REMOTE CONTROL
SIG STRENGTH METER

ROT. TUNING KNOB
ISSUE NUMBERFM &!< DAB HI-FI SEPARATES

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

RA TUN RS

El Creek T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM,M,L 128 • 251

□ Cyrus FM-X 500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply FM 7 283

□ DenonTU-1500AE 130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto FM,M,L 100 ♦ 281

DenonTU-1800DAB 250 There's a little grain on FM, the generally decent performance on both bands makes this an great dual-band choice DAB,FM,M 200 • ■ 2B3

Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves ... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt 257

Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper1 200 283

□ NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity FM,M 30 • » 250

□ Primare T21 600 A very fine tuner - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent FM 30 • • 230

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little DAB,FM,M 99
•

• 283

Rega Radio 3 398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer FM,M 20 • 283

Ratel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free____________________________________ 1 FM,M 30 • • 242

□ T +A T121OR 1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too FM 100 • e 283
PRAÏ

NERS j

□ Arcam DiVA DT91 450 As good as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers good build and value DAB,FM 16 • • © 269

□ Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 • 1 * • 248

Cambridge Azur 640T 200 Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB performance, though FM is never better than decent DAB.FM 60 • • • 260

□ DenonTU-1800DAB 250 DAB reception is as good as any and FM performance clearly benefits from Denon's long experience DAB,FM,M 200 • • - 274

Pure Digital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing DAB,FM,M 99 • • « 242

Sony ST-SDB900 200 Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear DAB,FM,M 60 e t- 1 259
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SPECIAL OFFERS & EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 Lee High Road, London, sm 5PL 
0% APR Credit options are available for purchases of New products exceeding £900, please call for details. E&OE

For more Special Offers, Systems & Pre-Owned Bargains like these - visit www.billyvee.co.uk*
^ Creek Evo + Epos M12.2 System - Save £210

Claim a pair of Epos M12.2 for HALF PRICE with this System. Prefer different speakers? 
You are welcome to visit for an audition to choose speakers that are right for you.

*Ex-Display & Pre-owned bargains can be found in the Marketplace section 
Arcam A90 Amplifier New (2Yr G/tee)........................ (895.00) £629.00

B&W 704 Speakers Rosenut EID (2Yr G/tee) ..........(1400.00) £975.00
B&W 703 Speakers Maple EID (2Yr G/tee).............. (2000.00) £1395.00
B&W 800D Nautilus Spkrs Cherry EID (2Yr G/tee) (13000.00) £8459.00 
Linn Unidisk 2.1 Disk Player EID (2Yr G/tee)..........(4850.00) £3495.00 
Linn Chakra 2100 Power Amp Blk EID (2Yr G/tee) .(1400.00) £1095.00 
Nairn CDS3/XPS2 CD Player-P/S S/H (1Yr G/tee) .(7875.00) £4595.00
Nairn NAP 300 Power Amp S/H (2Yr G/tee) ........... (5300.00) £3495.00
ProAc Studio 130 Speakers EID (2Yr G/tee)............. (1099.00) £769.00
ProAc Studio 140 Speakers EID (2Yr G/tee)............. (1399.00) £975.00
Quad 22L Speakers Maple EID (2Yr G/tee) .................(895.00) £499.00

OLSON

NO. OF SOCKETS

24HOUR SERVICE. VISA, MASTERCARD
OLSON ELECTRONICS LIMITEDHom Entertainment POWER VERDICT

Entertainment, May 2001

Each unit is fitted with a 10A mains R.F.I. filter with earthline choke and transient suppressor, designed to 
filter mains-borne transients, switching surges, R.F. interference, intermittent spikes and other disturbances.

¥ External Earth Stud
¥ 2m x 1.5mm Screened Cable
¥ UK Plug - 10A Fuse Fitted
¥ Colour Black
¥ Specials to order

Olsons new Sound Fantastic range of units are specifically designed for both the home and professional 
hi-fi audio markets.

¥ Robust steel construction
¥13A Sockets
¥ 10A Panel Mount Fuse
¥ RFI 10A Mains Filter & Surge Suppressor f»om

^33.7

Sssh.
Hundreds of amazing reductions across all the best personal audio, hi-fi and home cinema brands. For a limited time only. 
The little-known sale at Practical Hi-Fi is now on. If we were you, we'd try and keep it that way.

Practical Hi-Fi Obsessive about hi-fi.

www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk

65 Bridge Street 88 Bridge Street 43 Friargate 81 Whitegate Drive 33/35 Knowsley St 84 Penny St
Manchester Warrington Preston Blackpool Bolton Lancaster
M3 3BQ WA1 2RF PR1 2 AT FY3 9DA BL1 2AS LAI1XN
0161 839 8869 01925 632179 01772 883958 01253 300599 01204 395789 01524 39657

http://www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk


Hl-FICHOICE
DIGITAL RECORDERS BUYER'S BIBLE

CO

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS
CD, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders

@ ■ MiniDisc
MD's strength is versatility. You can 
record and then re-record many times

over. Editing facilities are second to none - 
you can erase mistakes, name tracks and 
re-order a disc's contents with a few simple 
button pushes, making it ideal for building 
compilations. They're pretty robust too.

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 
CD-RW The format uses a Sony-developed 
compression technology called ATRAC, 
which discards part of the data in order to 
squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 
from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a 
little cold in comparison, lacking a degree 
of detail and ambience. But to most people 
it still sounds light years ahead of cassette 
- clean and hiss-free.

quality is higher - if you're recording from a 
CD, the best models will give you a copy 
that is very close to the original. In terms of 
compatibility, most CD players will play 
back a CD-R disc, but older models might 
have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 
of course, play the disc back on your own 
recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW 
on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

HIFI

Philips CDR802 £300
Multidisc recorder that's slick and capable, 
albeit with a slightly flaky build.

HIHCHOICE 
\ magazine /

Recordable CD
With recordable CD you have a choice of 
two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 
but you can only record once; and CD-RW 
discs are a little more costly, but you can 
re-record on them ad infinitum.

Though the latest machines incorporate 
some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 
not as flexible as MD. However, sound

Hard drive
The latest contender on the digital recording 
scene is also the most flexible. Some HOD 
(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole 
music collections if you use a compression 
format such as MP3. HOD recorders are 
taking over from multidisc CD changers as 
sound servers in multiroom installations, 
where their ability to play more than one 
piece of music at a time is a great boon. H DD 
also offers impressive editing facilities on a 
par with MD, and they can also record from 
CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed.

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 
force behind the format- flexibility and 
storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 
plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 
HOD recorder in fidelity terms.

Yamaha
CDR-HD1500 £599
Combining hard disk with CD-R adds 
flexibility to digital audio recording.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [k] EDITOR’S CHOICE
DIGITAL RECORDERS
CD-R/RW, MD and HDD recorders

o — • \HI-nCHDICEZ
\ magazine /

Cambridge Audio
Azur640H £600
Rip and store CD tracks on hard disk, 
create playlists, connect to a PC and more.

Hermstedt
Hifidelio Pro £850
160GB hard disk and CD-R/RW drive in a 
box - as music servers go, this is a cracker.

SPECIFICATIONS

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

Oenon COR-1OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording ¡1 • ! • [ 218

0 Marantz OR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market : • j • 233

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 2 • * 243

0 Philips COR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 2 • • I 233

Philips COR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style ■ 1 •!• 205

13 Pioneer PDR-609 270 Classic CO recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay i . • • 243

Pioneer PDR-W839 350 Good-quality twin CO burner makes recordings that can be hard to dist1ngu1sh from the original. Good value too ca • • I 218

EMHECOKl^^^^^^HMHIIIBIBIIHBIIIIIIHIM^^^^^H^^^^^MHHHIIIIIIII
Pioneer MJ-0508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducingyer that receives its recommendation owing to the price 1 • ' • 205

Sony MOS-JE480 130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price i • 233

KHCORDERS^MBIIIIHHIIIIIiaHI^H^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M^^H^^^^^^^^M
□ Camblidge Audio Azur 640H 600 Not so much a HOO recorder. more a complete audio computer and nerve centre in one useful box. Complex, but worth it ' 160 • ' • ; 276

U Hermstedt Hifidelio Pro 850 Can be used as a CD player, but also as a recorder, and can encode MP3, play AAC and form the heart of a distributed audio system 1 160 • • 280

__ 1 Yamaha COR-H01500 599 Great for archiving a music collection or making compilations without compromising on flexibility or sound quality 250 • I • | 278

DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only.
OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAG
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shadow audio ducts

20 - 22 Cadham Centre 
Glenrothes KY7 6RU, Scotland 
e. info@shadowaudio.co.uk 
w. www.shadowaudio.co.uk 
t. 01592 744 779 
f. 01592 744 710

*subject to conditions

ART Audio, ART Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Aurum Cantus, 
Audio Zone, Audio Physic Audionet, ATC, AVI, Bel Canto, Black 
Rhodium, Blue Note, Bryston, CEC, Custom Design, Croft, DK 
Design, EAR/Yoshino, Eastern Electric, GamuT, Goldring, Graaf, 
Hovland, Hyperion, lsoTek, JAS Audio, JungSon, Lumley, 
Manley Labs, Marantz, McIntosh, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 
Musical First, Nordost, Opera, Origin Live, Ortofon, Pass Lat», 
Pathos, PMC, Project, QED, Qinpu, Ref 3a, Resolution, Roksan, 
Shanling, Soundstyle, Stello, TacT Audio, Triangle, Trichord, 
Townshend Audio, Unison Research, Wadia, Whest, Wilson 
Benesch, Vertex AQ, VPI and many more.

free speaker 
cable*

0
3O-day money 
back guarantee*

free next day UK 
delivery. Mon - Fri*

free mains 
cord*

free intercnt 
cable*

free pair of 
speaker stands*

lsoTek Sigmas 
Hi-Fi Choice, October 2006

Nordost Thor

*”“•

Following in the footsteps 
ofthe artastonishing AART 
Emotion Loudspeaker, the 
more affordable'Em^ion 
Monitor'model has arrived.
Again available in thre 
aversions with the option to 
upgrradeeto the next version 
at a later date! A stunning 
addition to the Emotion 
family! Available - now

lsoTek / Nordost Special Offers

that we sell.

hard to live without.

Eastern Electric

Christmas?
*

Want to move upto 
the next level in Valve ;
Amplification?
Manley Labs

On the following IsoTek/Nordost mains filtration

lsoTek Nova £1695
lsoTek Titan £1495
lsoTek Sigmus (NEW) £995
lsoTek Gil Minisub

GII Solus
£1599

livery, FREE lsoTek mains cable worth £49 and a
guarantee* inspiring..

Nordost Thor is an upgradeable solution to AC 
mains power distribution. By systematically improving senses!
she quality of the input and output power cords she
performance of she unit increases dramatically. The
THOR is a stunning achievement.

glow!

HFN-SA/01/07

1 ' Shadow Audio would like to thank all its customers and wish them a very

Manley Labs is a giant step- 
up in performance but not 
a giant step-up in price.

Why not put a little glow 
into you system this year by 
choosing one of she many 
wonderful valve products

One of our favourite valve 
manufactures is Eastern 
Electric (show on right). 
Beautifully made, reliable, 
tiny, affordable and best of 
all they sound just sublime. 
Why not treat yourself this

Manley Labs build products 
with a love and passion 
that is noshing short of

The end result? Hi-Fi that 
really does stimulate she

For many, valves bring a 
i naturalness to the sound 

that once experienced is

The Manley Labs range has 
won so many awards that 
there simply isn't enough 
room to list them all here!

Visit www.manleylabs. 
com for further product 
information. On each web 
site you can read the many 
wonderful reviews from the 
most famous reviewers and 
enthusiasts on the planet!

The Reference CD5OO CD Player and Reference 
A5OO Amplifier from Shanling are finally here. 
Shanling wanted to make a true statement 
with these flagship products, not just sonically 
but visually as well. We think they have and 
even more impressive is the sheer value-for- 
money. Musically they challenge products at 
twice the price! Available - now.

Musical Fidelity products definitely have that 
X-Factor and none more so than the brand new
X-Series.

New styling - beautiful, advanced design and state- 
of-the-art circuitry give a performance comparable 
to products costing many times more. Should the 
competition be worried - definitely!
Available - now.

" Perhaps there are still some 
undiscovered secrets to mains filtration, 
but as things stand the benefits are 
considerable and the value of this unit is 
not hard to confirm. "

mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.manleylabs


Best Part-Exchange 
Prices anywhere
Visit www.shadowaudio.co.uk. Don't forget our 
classified listing at the back of this magazine!

(FREE) Shadow Audio 
Newsletter
To receive the Newsletter visit 
www.shadowaudio.co.uk and sign 
up today. Remember its free! Money Back Scheme1

*subject to conditions

Many customers would like to come and see us 
but they are just to far away... the solution: 30-day

Have You?
Have you visited the new Shadow Audio Web Site? 
Using the latest technology our web site makes 
browsing fun and finding the right information you 
require - easy.

Can't go the distance?

Look out for these special red symbols next to some of our used/pre-owned items. You will only 
find these special symbols by visiting the used section on the Shadow Audio Web Site.

©o

If ever a product could be described as 
a gift to musicians, a gift to music - the 
Stratosphere would be that product. A 
reference turntable in ever respect.

All that hear the Stratosphere fall in love 
with the incredible ease and naturalness 
in which it plays music. All those that see 
it fall in love immediately with 
it's beautiful looks.

A winning formula...
For more than 55 years, McIntosh has earned 
a supreme reputation for performance and 
reliability.

□ □

D ultimate
- -

ITKlntcshThe new kW250S super all-in-one incorporates 
a pair of 250 watt monoblock amps, a tube 
hybrid preamp, phono stage mc/mm, 24-bit 
192k upsampling CD player, 24-bit 192k 
upsampling FM and DAB tuner, digital input
on the back panel and ipod input on the front 
panel. Whew!

Musical Fidelity Products offer superb value for 
money and real pride of ownership.

" For the life of me, and this is the true test of 
the kW 250S versus separates, I cannot find 
a way to duplicate what this unit offers at 
£4999."
Ken Kessler, HFN Aug 2006

Hyperion HWS-586
£500 pair
Takes the 585 one step further and 
adds real dynamic slam.

The Lumley Stratosphere is one of those 
products that has a real presence - even 
when it's not spinning records.

kW250S is the all-in-one 
reference box to own!

The exceptional longevity of McIntosh 
products owes to a design philosophy 
established with the very first McIntosh 
amp: that every component will be created 
with capacity so great that it will never be 
operated at or near its stress point.

□ Q

DK Design (NEW to Shadow)
JAW DROOPPING Integrated Amplifiers from DK 
Design!' R^r^e and Signature models on 
emonstration. Visit our web site for more details.

Following in the footsteps of 
winning Hyperion 938, 
affordable models. Same techno 
performance, all in a smaller 
channel or multi-channel!
All Models Available - Now.

Hyperion 
£250 pair 
This model makes 
with sheer speed a 
detail retrieval.

McIntosh is one of our best selling brands 
and its easy to hear why...

Hyperion HWS-733 
£2800 pair
When you have a small room and want 
the performance of the bigger 938 - the 
733 delivers it to you. What you cannot 
see is the bass unit housed 
in the bottom of the 
speaker.

Hyperion HPS-938/HPS-938W 
£3750 pair/£4500 pair
This speaker has it all and takes on the 
best £1 Ok speakers with ease. Buy this 
speaker before Hyperion
realise it should be twice gBEST 
the price. § loudspeaker

h C HIGHLY

“ ±2006
New Years Resolution - join Shadow Audio Mailing List if you have not already done so! 2 I

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk


Audiophile Powerhouse Sonic Bargain!
" So to the price; i would have 
thought between £2(00 and £3(00 
to be about right, so at just £1295, 
then, this is one exceptional value 
amplifier, in material terms. "

This powerhouse from Musical Fidelity will 
drive any loudspeaker load without breaking 
a sweat.

Wilson benesch products are unique in every 
detail. Ststrust ural elements are all drawn 
from engineering materials more commonly 
seen in advanced engineering systems and 
include advanced composite structures, steel, 
Neodymium Iron froron Motors and unique 
eglymer diaphragms. Structural integrity is 
another benchmark and provides a clarity and 
precision that would be impossible to achieve 
with conventional loudspeaker materials 
technology. Stunning in every' respect!

No matter what the music material, 
absolutely nothing phases the kW750. It 
really is that amazing. Don't need that much 
power? Think again!

Advanced design ensures an 
advance in perfonnance...

""The balance between a raw earthy 
sound and refinement is extremely 
well judged, and there can be 
few that could fail to warm to the 
Qinpu's emotional and powerful 
response."
Dominic Todd, Hi-Fi World, April 2^£

NEW! Don't be fooled by the price 
- kWSSO will ta ke on the very best!
The kWSSO is really gratifying to use. It has beautiful visuals 
and great build quality. Most important the sound is riveting. 
Huge soundstage vistas spread out between the loudspeakers, 
limitless dynamic range and sweet mutual tonal balance 
complete the picture. The kWSSO can stand comparison with 
anything at any price from anywhere. It's that good.

Don't be fooled by the kW550's competitive price. If you 
want value for your hard earned cash as a opposed to a very ; 
expensive brand name trophy then the kW550 is

New Monitor Range is set to 
challenge the very best...
New Speaker series from ATC. We love 
the new look. A new soft dome tweeter 
is used and its all change on the inside as 
well. Stylish monitor loudspeakers with a 
pedigree sound to match!
(SCM 7, 11, 19and 40)

ull Nordost Range

SCM19SCM7

£250,000 * Expert ConsultationProducts from £100

" With heavyweight construction 
and fabulous veneer, this is a 
classic, studio-friendly ATC design 
for the home. If you want to hear 
the nuts and bolts of 
favourite discs and are 
prepared to cope with 
their shortcomings, its — _ 
nigh on unbeatable. " O
ATCSCM19 V
Hi-Fi Choice, October 2006

NORDOST VALHALLA 
DEALER
Full Range available:
2 Flat, 4 Flat, Flatline, Super Flatline, Blue 
Heaven, Red Dawn

Baldur, Heimdall, Frey, TYR, VALHALLA



HaveYou?Best Part-Exchange 
Prices anywhere
Visit www.shadowaudio.co.uk. Don't forget our 
classified listing at the back of this magazine!

(FREE) Shadow Audio 
“WTVI Newsletter

To receive the Newsletter visit 
www.shadowaudio.co.uk and sign 
up today. Remember its free!

Look out for these special red symbols next to some of our used/pre-owned items. You will only 
find these special symbols by visiting the used section on the Shadow Audio Web Site.

Have you visited the new Shadow Audio Web Site? 
Using the latest technology our web site makes 
browsing fun and finding the right information you 
require - easy.

©
Can't go the distance? 
(30-day money back*)
Many customers would like to come and see us 
but they are just to far away... the solution: 30-day
Money Back Scheme*

'subject to conditions
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staff favourites have you?
A shadow audio

itosh

(CD/SACD Player with volume)

discoverMusi,

joinwhat's hot
find

learnsave
used bargains

Happy Browsing...

Merry Christmas!

In the coming months you will be able 
to enjoy many new additions to the

kW550 Integrated Amp 
(MF does it again - stunning!)

We have worked very hard to make our web 
site that little bit extra special and visitor 
feedback has been excellent.

hgSon
re/Power Combo 
Award Winner)

At Shadow Audio we think good web sites 
allow you to access information with relative 
ease. Good is ok but we wanted more than that 
and we wanted a site that was fun to visit.

Hyperion 
HWS-733 Loudspeaker 

(The Hyperion 938 for a small room)

Manley Labs 
Stingray Valve Integrated Amp 

(Exceptional value for money)

DK Design
VS-1 Reference Integrated 

(A true reference among amplifiers!)

JAS Audio 
Orsa Speakers 

(Hi.FH Award Winner)

ART Loudspeakers 
Emotion Monitor 

(New to the Emotion family)

IsoTek 
Sigmas 

(Take your system to the next

Clearaudio 
AmbientTurn table 

(A musical gem)

QinPu 
A-8000 Mk II Integrated Amp 

(A Hot Seller!!!!)

Musical Fidelity 
X-Series 

(MF has that true X-Factort)

Eastern Electric 
Minimax Valve CD Player 
(Hi-Fi World Award Winner)

ÄTC 
SCM40 Speakers 

(Part of a superb new range)

JA-1/JA-99C Pfi 
(Hi-Fi World ;

®o
Bel Canto 

e.One REF1000 Monoblock 
(Our advice to you - buy a set!)

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
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BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO AMPS

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

Amplifiers come in two basic forms: i integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 
--- r power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 
sections are in one box. There are definite 
advantages to separating the low level, 
delicate signals in the preamp from the 
radiations of a power amp, so the more 
ambitious designs come in two or more 
cases. In some cases, each channel has its 
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 
on owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 
your music loud, use trannies; if you 
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 
of speakers which present a difficult load. As 
a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to 
present the attack and decay of each note 
precisely; amps with strong timing have a 
snap and coherence that is very appealing.

Q&A

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or 
three-dimensional an instrument or voice 
sounds. The point of having two rather than 
one speaker is to make it possible to 
recreate the soundstage of the original 
recording, thus amps that have strong 
imaging skills can create a sonic space that 
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifierwill emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 

set ups as well. You don't get the surround 

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 

speakers do a remarkably good job of 

creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as 

they don't have the (electrical) noise­

inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 

stereo models of a similar quality.

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS?
All audio electronics perform 
better when they are warmed 
up, and this is particularly the 
case when it comes to 
amplifiers. If there's no way 
that you can leave it on all the 
time, make an effort to switch 
it on at least 20 minutes 
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Bi-wiring is when you run 
separate cables to the treble 
and bass/mid terminals on the 
speaker. In most instances, this 
improves sound quality so long 
as identical cables are used. 
Bi-amping is using two stereo 
amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to 
drive the treble and the other 
for the bass/mid sections of 
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered in absolute terms - at 
least when you compare them 
to their transistor-based 
cousins. But when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

Marantz
PM7001 £350

°“ 3 3 3 9

If you thought the PM7200 was a great 
budget amp, just wait until you hear this! 
Its sound is so detailed and involving, 
you'll think it costs twice the price.

Cambridge Audio 
Azur840A£750
Like the matching 840( CD player, this is 
a technically innovative product with a 
sound so refined it belies its price point- 
just check out that fantastic midrange!

Primare
130 fl,500
Are you looking for an amp that combines 
weight and musical gravitas with rhythm, 
detail and subtlety', with gorgeous build 
quality to boot? In that case... here it is!

Copland « .
CTA405 £2,498
This amp's massively enjoyable musicality 
is hard to beat:: all the effusiveness of a 
great valve amp and none of the 
stereotypical softness. Brilliant!

100 HI-FI CHOICE I january 2007



HLFICHOICE
STEREO AMPS BUYER'S BIBLE

Our favourite CO BEST BUY 0 EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 5 5 3 t
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Arcam DiVA A65 Plus 400 Occasionally a touch bright, but a good all-rounder with decent detail and plenty of life 5 • • 40 278

□ ArcamDiVA A70 500 Has the measure of the next model up, the ABO, in a slightly lower rated form, but with sonic advantages in some areas 7 MM 50 286

a Arcam DiVAA90 850 Well-featured amp with little character of its own - highly informative sound 6 opt * 90 286

0 Cambridge Audio 640A V2 300 Nasty-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 a 75 279

□ Cambridge Audio 840A 750 Detailed and lively, with excellent midrange and treble detail 7 • 120 286

□ Creek Eva 500 Not the most accurate, strictly, but its lively, energetic musical presentation is entirely lovable 5 opt • 85 283

□ Denon PMA-1500AE 500 Well set up to make the most of big-scale music, with copious power and drive, though slightly bright 5 • « 70 278

0 Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM • 50 284

B Marantz PM7001 350 Detailed and highly communicative amp with fine treble and good bass extension - exceptional value for money 5 $ 1 • 70 279

□ Marantz PM7001KI 550 Building on an already fine amp, the Kl variant offers superb bass and bags of detail 5 • • 70 283

0 MusicaJ FK!rt'y X-T100 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X power supply, this deceptively powerful valve-sporting amplifier is both enticing and musical 3 • • 70 288

Z Nairn Nait 5i 699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 4 • 50 252

B Onkyo A-933 500 Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 • • 80 278

B Primare 121 750 A confident and energetic amp, with just a touch of veiling at times. Great build quality 4 • 75 273

B Roksan Caspian M Senes-1 1,OOO I mproved version is as involving as ever but now with added focus and bass depth 5 ¿as• 85 278

B Sugden A21a 899 This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 5 25 224

r^£i.0M

B Arcam FMJ A32 1,200 Ultra-civilised amp with plenty of features that's also highly revealing and musical 7 • 1 • 100 266
CO Audia Flight TWO 2,500 Quirky, but musically highly effective model which is expressive and analytical, with some minor operational quirks 8 • 100 280

AyreAX-7e 1,995 High end sound at a sensible price. Lacks the balls of less revealing designs but has precision in the timing department that is rare 5 • 60 284
CO Bryston B100-SSTDAC 3,850 A remarkable amplifier which is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of an impressive onboard DAC 6 • • 100 275
llT Chapter Precis 3,995 Tight, nimble and dynamic across the board and unusually articulate in the bass, but the ergonomics could be refined 6 • 130 281

B Copland CSA29 1,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 6 opt • 85 255

B Copland CTA405 2,498 Avoids prattalls of many valve amps, yet retains the euphony typical of the best of breed 6 MM • 50 286

0 Creek Destiny 1,100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 100 286
CO Densen Beat B150 3,000 Gorgeous bass: slight treble dryness detracts only a little. Good sense of scale and rock-steady rhythms appeal too! 6 opt opt 100 277
CO Gamut DI 150 5,700 Serious contender for the best integrated amp ever. TheDI 150 takes on pre/power combos on their own terms 6 180 275
CO Krell KAV-400xi 2,698 The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 5 • 200 247
CO Mcintosh MA2275 5,400 A valve amplifier that doesn't patronise. It's not soft-centred and it understands dynamics 5 1 • 75 271
CO Moon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 • 150 288

0 NAO M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 • 180 285

a Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 100 267
CO SUgdenA21SE 1,995 Hot-running Class A amplifier that sounds more delicious than most. A definite step up from the classic A21a 4 • 40 268

□ Unron Reæ^ch Unira 200 3,000 Hybrid integrated with high power/quality low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 5 200 269
@ Unison Research Perform. 5,500 Massive and bulky valve amp sounds brilliant, with good power for a single-ended design, wide bandwidth and fine neutrality 5 • 40 287

Our favourite □ BEST BUY B EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS

SPECIFICATIONS

Pre/power amplifiers E
8?

§ = I i5
UP 10^2,000

I COMMENTSBADGE' PRODUCT

0 Arcam FMJ A32/P35 1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication S 1 7 • • 100 227CO Cyrus DAC XP 2,200 A knockout DAC/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz • 2 266CO Densen Beat B-250/B-350 8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured • - 6 I e 125 2700 Exposure 2010 S lntegrated/Power 1,098 Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases the musical communication of an already fine integrated • • 6 • 75 2640 Nairn NAG 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design - « 6 opt • 1 50 2870 Quad 99/909 1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with a strong, engaging sound and just a little veiling • • 1 5 136 256

Ratel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value • • 5 • e 70 285

RA

Arcam FMJ C31 1,200 Professionally presented, beautifully built and exceptionally revealing, this preamp achieves much by doing little * 1 5 opt •

Border Patrol Control Unit 2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around e 5 opt

273

277

E2S323 LINE INPUTS lnpul sockets for source componenls with a line level output CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners. phono slages etc. PHONO INPUT lnpul sockels and onboard phono stage for a cartridge.
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied wilh the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with.
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated outpul in wans per channel.
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Our favourite □ BESTBUY Z EDITOR S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued

SPECIFICATIONS

Pre/power amplifiers o

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

z Bryston BP26 ON2B SST 5,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt

[!£] Chapter Preface/II+ 9,800 Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price

[!£] Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 6,100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

[!£] Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA 20,000 Valve preamp and solid-state power deliver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around

□ Oensen Beat B-200/B310 2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

EAR 864/534 4,156 Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective pertormance and inspires great confidence

[!£] ECS EA-1 6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection

[!£] Gamut 03 3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound

[!£] Gamut 0200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price

[!£] Halcro dm1O/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity

[!£] Ho>Aand HP-10000/RADIA 12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/fransistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers

[!£] Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it

[!£] Linn Klimax Kontrol 6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, scunds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most

[!£] Nairn NAP 500 11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition

[!£] Nairn NAG 552 12,100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience

□ Primare PRE30/A30.2 2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical pertormer
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AV AMPLIFIERS
Surround sound amps for music and movies

/'' The multichannel, surround sound or 
( AV amplifier is a popular option, 

V_ y thanks to the success of the DVD
player and home cinema. Now you can buy 
five channels or more of amplification for 
the price of two. Now that multichannel 
music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 
be said fora good AV amp or receiver (an 
amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 
then check out a multichannel amp and 
speaker set-up - they're stunning with 
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily 
for movies and come with digital 
processing for the various soundtrack 
formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 
Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 
surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 
formats. More ambitious designs also offer 
THX post processing, designed to emulate 
the sound of the mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because 
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 
compressed, limiting their high-fidelity

Q&A

potential. This is why new formats SACD 
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll 
on analogue formats. The best multichannel 
amps for music are often the simplest, but 
any that offer a complete bypass option with 
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 
looking at real power - five or seven 
channels of amplification are not easy to 
produce with a feeble power supply, and the 
cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 
up to the claims.

HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers 
you want. Multichannel music 
discs come with six or 5.1 

channels, but for new movies, 
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups 
also mean you have speakers 
directly behind you - preferable 
for music discs.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AND AN AV AMP?
Processors don't have built-in 
amplification and you need 
separate power amps. AV amps 
and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
This is the LFE (low frequency 
effects) or bass channel that is 
reproduced by a subwoofer.

With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- 

quality multichannel music, surround 

sound is no longer just a home cinema 

thing. An increasing number of people 

want to build a multichannel system that 

will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 

products delivering sufficient quality is 

on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 

building a top-quality system with five or 

more channels is inevitably more 

expensive than sticking with stereo. There 

are some very decent integrated options 

below £1,000, though the best (and most 

costly) route is to buy a separate 

processor and power amp(s). Or you can 

add AV amplification to a stereo model 

you can't bear to part with.
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Our favourite □ a®
AV AMPLIFIERS
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YamahaDSP-AX759SE £550
If you're looking for an affordable 
multichannel amp that's good with music 
as well as home cinema, this is top buy.

ArcamDiVA AVR3 50 f 1,500
Arcam's latest receiver offers a good 
helping of processing and connection 
options, with exceptionally musical sound.

DenonAVC-A 11 XVA £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channelamp that packs in 
the latest digital links and processing 
formats without sacrificing sound quality.

ClasseSSP-600/CA-5200 f 11,900
Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 
solution that's equally adept with music 
and movies should park their ears here

Multichannel amplifiers RECEI
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Arcam OiVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie performance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited 7 • 100 284

Oenon AVC-A11XV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1XV, but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital i/o 11 • 140 273

(W) Oenon AVC-A1XV 4,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously » • 170 266

(W) Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering 10 • 140 267

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 • 160 255
[k] Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereoi Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

Pioneer VSA-AX1OAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 • 150 260

□ Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy 7 100 213

D Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 7 • 100 260

(W) Sony TA-OA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i. Link encrypted outputs 10 • 200 253

D Yamaha OSP-AX759SE 500 More a stereo amp with basic multichannel thrown in, but a great performer with music at this price 6 • TOO 287

LB >i!^bl^l^Jci!J Î (W)D P^ OfK ■■
@ Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 • 90 250

Arcam AVP700/P1OOO 3,000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power 8 135 275
Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3.150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235

Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interfaces 11 • 200 278

(W) Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

(W) Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility lo drive any speaker configuration 6 230

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 50 238

Parasound Halo C1/A51 7,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 • 250 243

□ Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 • 120 238

£2320 RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners. phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification.
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in wans per channel of all channels driven by the amp.

In celebration of Supra's 30th 
Anniversary, the Sword-ISL has 

been developed, based on 
technolgies derived from the 
award winning Sword speaker 
cable. Sword-ISL is a high-end 
2-channel interconnect, fitted 
with phono or XLR plugs, in 
O.Sm or 1.0m pairs. The first 
"run" will be supplied in a 
luxury Limited Edition 30th 
Anniversary Presentation case.

Demo sets are available from 
Authorised Dealers for home 
audition.

SUPRACables
INTRODUCING: The UK version of Supra's 

LoRad MD06-BS!SP 6-way Mains Distribution Block
Approved to 851363 standard.

MD06-BS/SP features 6 x 45 degree mounted 13 Amp UK mains 
sockets housed within an RF shielded a/umimium extrusion. 
Tommy Jenvings' own 3-way Surge Protection system helps 

to prevent "nasties" getting into your hi-fi or AV system.
When used with LoRad shielded mains cablesi this can help 

improve your system from RF interference.

bo Special 

UK Launch Prices

Supra MD06-BS/SP 
Mains Distribution Block 

only £129.99 
(normally £149.99)

Supra AnCo TV cable 
only £24.99 (1 m) 

(normally £29.99)

Ofer extended until 28/02/07 
(as shipping quantities limited) 
Available from selected dealers y 

< E. & O.E. /

Made in Sweden by 
Jenving Technology AB 
S-459 91 Ljungskile, Sweden 
email: supra@jenving.se 
web: wwww.jenving.se 
We are a licensed HDMI 
Adoptor manufacturer

Homi CUSTOM

DÍSON» Member
INSMUAnON 
ASSOCIATION

Supra Cables are available from all good 
hi-fi and home cinema stores in 38 countries 

around the world.

For UK customers who require more details or to 
request a brochure pack containing stockists & price 
information, please contact:

Supra brochure line: 01223 441 299
Supra email: info@supracables.co.uk
Supra on the web: www.supracables.co.uk
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Primare
Class-leading build quality and a 
unique blend of sophisticated 
Scandinavian design. Primare's 
range includes the award-winning 
CD31 CD player and 130 Amplifier.

and hear
THE CINEMA

Fife

•

Marantz

■ Multiformat Player
■ Plays DVD-V DVD-A/CD/SACD
■ Upscales Standard DVDs For HD Displays

Comprising five compact, stylish M-1 
satellite speakers and the 'pressure 
vessel’ PV-1 subwoofer, the MT-30 is 
capable of amazing power and speed 
perfect for both music and movies.

B&W MT-30

■ Network Receiver Functions
■ Play MP3/WMA/WAV music from a PC
■ Play Internet Radio

■ Uni-Q Technology 
■ Finish Options 
■ Floorstanding 
■ What Hi-Fi?

Award-Winner

Marantz's superb product 
range includes high-end hi-fi, 
HD-ready DVD players and 
AV receivers.
The hi-fi range includes the 
acclaimed CD5001OSE and 
PM4001 Amplifier.

■ HD Ready
■ Twin HDMI
■ Gloss Black Finish
■ Integrated Freeview Tuner

WHAT Hl Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2006

Fujitsu
P42XHA58 PLASMA TV
Superb picture performance from 
Fujitsu's latest Plasma screens.

KEF
iQ5 SPEAKERS

Denon
DVD2930 UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER

Spendor 
Spendor 'S' Series 
speakers feature
■ Hand-made 'e' 
generation bass- 
midrange drive units 
reward with a uniquely 
clear and musical 
sound.
■ Natural wood 
cabinets incorporating 
Dynamic Damping 
engineered to 
eliminate booming of 
bass sound.

Yamaha
RX-N600D 
AV RECEIVER

1 SEVENOa<S



Experts in 
Home Cinema 
Design and

Christmas and 
Sunday Opening
Many of our stores are open on Sundays during 
December and January. For up-to-date information, 
please call your local store or visit our website.

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

The experts in home entertainment

Who are Sevenoaks?
Established as Sevenoaks Hi-Fi in 1972, we have grown steadily into one 
of the leading independent home entertainment specialists in the UK 
We have 49 stores and are specialists in:- 
■ Hi-Fi 
■ Home Cinema 
■ Custom Design and Installation

NEW 2007 Sevenoaks Guide
Pick-up our new Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Guide at your nearest store. 
Alternatively, either can be ordered via our Website and posted to you 
(UK mainland addresses only) FREE OF CHARGE.

Your nearest SEVENO3<S store 
www.ssav.com 0800 587 9909

ABERDEEN CROYDON
57 CROWN STREET 369-373 LONDON ROAD

01224 252797 020 8665 1203
BEDFORD EALING OPEN SUNDAY
29-31 ST PETERS STREET 24 THE GREEN

01234 272779 020 8579 8777
BRIGHTON EDINBURGH
57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE 5 THE GRASSMARKET

01273 733338 0131 229 7267
BRISTOL EPSOM OPEN SUNDAY
92B WHITELADIES ROAD, CLIFTON 12 UPPER HIGHSTREET

0117 974 3727 01372 720720
BROMLEY EXETER
39A EAST STREET 23 COWICK STREET

020 8290 1988 01392 218895
CAMBRIDGE GLASGOW OPEN SUNDAY
17 BURLEIGH STREET S3 GREAT WESTERN ROAD

01223 304770 0141 332 9655
CARDIFF GUILDFORD
104-106 ALBANY ROAD 73B NORTH STREET

029 2047 2899 01483 536666
CHELSEA HOLBORN
403 KINGS ROAD 144-143 GRAYS INN ROAD

020 7352 9466 020 7837 7540
CHELTENHAM HULL
14 PITTVILLE STREET 1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET

01242 241171 01482 587171
CRAWLEY KINGSTON OPEN SUNDAY
32 THE BOULEVARD 43 FIFE ROAD

01293 510777 020 8547 0717

LEEDS
62 NORTH STREET

0113 245 2775

PETERBOROUGH open Sunday
36-38 PARK ROAD

01733 897697

STAINES OPEN SUNDAY
4 THAMES STREET

01784 460777
LEICESTER
10 LOSEBY LANE

0116 253 6567

PLYMOUTH
107 CORNWALL STREET

01752 226011

SWINDON
8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD

01793 610992
LINCOLN
20-22 CORPORATION STREET (OFF HIGH ST)

01522 527397

POOLE
LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET

01202 671677

SWISS COTTAGE open Sunday
21 NORTHWAYS PARADE, FINCHLEY RO 

020 7722 9777
LOUGHTON
7-9 GOLDINGS HILL

020 8532 0770

PRESTON OPEN SUNDAY
40-41 LUNE STREET

01772 825777

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD

01892 531543
MAIDSTONE open Sunday 
96 WEEK STREET

01622 686366

READING
3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE

0118 959 7768

WATFORD
478 ST ALBANS ROAD

01923 213533
MANCHESTER open Sunday
69 HIGH STREET, CITY CENTRE

0161 831 7969

SEVENOAKS
109-113 LONDON ROAD

01732 459555

WEYBRIDGE
43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT

01932 828525
NEWCASTLE
19 NEWGATE STREET

0191 221 2320

SHEFFIELD open Sunday 
635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY 

0114 255 5861

WITHAM (ESSEX)
1 THE GROVE CENTRE

01376 501733
NORWICH
29-29A ST GILES STREET

01603 767605

SOLIHULL
149-151 STRATFORD ROAD

0121 733 3727

WOLVERHAMPTON
29-30 CLEVELAND STREET

01902 312225
NOTTINGHAM open Sunday
597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD, SHERWOOD 

0115 911 2121

SOUTHAMPTON
33 LONDON ROAD 

023 8033 7770

YEOVIL
14 SILVER STREET

01935 700078
OXFORD
41 ST CLEMENTS STREET

01865 241773

SOUTHGATE
77 CHASE SIDE

020 8886 2777

FOR OPENING HOURS, PLEASE 
CALL YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE

PRICING 
POLICY

We always try to ensure our 
prices are highly competitive. 
In the event you can find the 
same products and excellent 

service at a lower price, 
please bring it to our store 

managers’ attention.

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE 
OPTIONS*

Spread the cost of buying.
Flexible finance options* are 
available on the majority of 

products we stock.
' Written details on request Licensed credit 

brokers Minimum balance £400 Subject to status.
\________________________________

PLEASE NOTE
Some products/brands are not 

available at all stores. Please call 
to confirm or visit our website 

before travelling. Special Offers 
and Sale Offers - Not in 

conjunction with any other offer.

ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 
11/01/2007, E&OE.

SEVENOa<S 2
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SEVENOa<S
Samsung
LE40F71BX 40" LCD TV
■ 1920 X 1080 Pixel Resolution
■ Blu-Ray DVD Ready
■ HD Ready

oNtx £1599SAVE £300

Samsung
BD-P1000 BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER
Revolutionise your home viewing forever.
Samsung's BD-P1000 Blu-ray disc and DVD player is 
the perfect partner for your HD Ready TV. You can 
even upscale your existing DVDs for an enhanced 
picture and when partnered with a 1080p TV, such 
as Samsung's F7, you will enjoy full 1080p high 
definition images.oHlX £899 SAVE £100

Samsung
LE32M73BDX 32" LCD TV

■ Video Upscaling
■ Progressive Scan
■ HDMI Output

■ HD Ready, 1366 X 768 Resolution
■ 100Hz
■ Freeview Tuner

£999 SAVE £200

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006

Denon TU-1800DAB TUNER
Hear DAB, FM and AM radio at its best.
With 200 presets, the award-winning TU-1800DAB 
impresses with its refined and full-bodied sound.

£199 SAVE £50

InFocus
IN76 PROJECTOR
Fill your screen with bright, vivid, crisp 
and detailed images with this award­
winning, 720p resolution, DLP projector.

£1249 SAVE £150
( MORE AMAZING OFFERS AVAILABLE IN-STORE

3 SEVENOa<S



WINTER SALE
STARTS 27TH DECEMBER 2006

WHAT Hl Fl?
AWARDS 2006

ARCAM

WHAT HI-FI?
AWARDS 2005

SAVE £150
YAMAHA & KEF PACKAGE

DVD-S1700 UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER
DSP-AX759SE UK TUNED AV AMPLIFIER
KHT2005.2 SPEAKERS
(SILVER FINISH ONLY)

Arcam
DV79 DVD PLAYER
AVR250 AV RECEIVER
■ Award-Winning DVD Player
■ Excellent Audio Performance
■ Silver Finish Only

REL
R205 SUBWOOFER

Monitor Audio
RS8 SPEAKERS
■ Wide-Bandwidth Floorstanders
■ Gold Dome C-CAM Tweeter
■ Finish Options Available

esaX£ii49
SAVE £398£699 SAVE £100

£1499 SAVE £525
KEF
KHT2005.2 SPEAKER PACKAGE 
■ What Hi-Fi? Award-Winner 
■ Silver Finish Only

£449 SAVE £150

only £1099 SAVE £249

Arcam SOLO MUSIC SYSTEM 

Monitor Audio RS1 SPEAKERS 
■ Award-Winning System ■ Highly Acclaimed Speakers with Finish Options A PERFECT MUSIC SYSTEM FOR

The experts in home entertainment



Hl^FICHOICE
BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO SPEAKERS

STEREO SPEAKERS
Speaker pairs for stereo sound

To~To While loudspeakers are relatively 
( straightforward in construction, they 
V_ To have one of the most difficult jobs in 

hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 
drive units in a box that usually has a port 
in it to make life easier for the cone in your 
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 
arrangement include panel speakers, which 
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 
horns, which use drive units in complex 
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 
placement and experimentation will yield 
the best results. Altering the angle at 
which the speakers face the listener can 
also make a difference to balance and 
stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel 
system. The most important element is a 
centre channel, which needs to match the 
stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 
best musical results, surrounds should be as 
per the front left and right channels, but if 
space or funds don't permit, smaller designs 
can be used quite effectively.

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that 
will suit you, try to listen to a good variety 
to hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance 
tends to vary the most, but is less important 
than more subtle factors such as timing 
and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears 
not your eyes - great-looking speakers 
aren't necessarily great sounding.

Q&A

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 

this isn't as informative as a rating for how 

difficult they are to drive, nor does it 

indicate wattage extremes for the 

partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 

cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 

ease of drive to indicate how much power

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 

above-average (A+) speaker will work with 

amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 

(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 

below average (A-) speaker could require 

lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 

guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
wi11 also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience, where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.
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This range-topping floorstanderfrom 
newcomer Q Acoustics produces an 
engaging sound with fine dynamics and 
impressive transparency.

HLFICHOICE
STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

DALi

HIFI

I kon 6 £899
Complete with a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capable floorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and thoroughly engrossing sound.

B&W
8055 £1,600
A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

This extraordinary speaker stands atthe 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

Our favourite sbestbuv^ediwschoice

STEREO SPEAKERS ^^mspeuwi^^m
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Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 845 Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 18,29.5,25.5 A- 45 283

Acoustic Energy Linear 1 250 Not at its best with classical but a well integrated, involving, timed aligned speaker nevertheless 19,36,26 A+ 50 277

□ ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph, with a beautifully judged balance and impressive transparency 20,86,29 • A 23 279

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever; adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 24537,31.5 A 26 288

0 AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 260

□ B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 226

□ B&W DM602 S3 300 Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49.29 A 25 234

0 B&WCM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

□ B&W 705 900 Deft, delicate and delighrtul, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253

B&WCM7 999 Floorstander could have greater dynamic expression, smooth and restrained sound is well balanced with bungs in place 20,91,30 • 1 A- 25 288

Castle Richmond 3i 320 Pretty real-wood miniature sounds superbly smooth and even, if dynamically weak 17,33,23 A+ 45 284

□ Castle Richmond 7i 900 Does all the musically important stuff flawlessly. A fine communicator that delivers reassuringly credible bass 18, 92.5, 26
2 1A+

47 286

□ Castle Compact Column 550 Compact, not so much that you need a sub to back up the bass. an elegant and engaging speaker for its size 14.87.5,16 • A- 50 280

□ DAU Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 9 ' A 37 271

0 DAU Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 • A+ 22 • 275

0 Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 1 • 215

Dynaudio Focus 110 850 Luxury real wood miniature with tapered enclosure sounds punchy, sweet and avoids boxiness 17,æ,28 A- 38 • 279

□ Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 • , A- 28 • 273

0 Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 241

H Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 269

0 Epos M12.2 449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 • 265

Epos M22 949 Very classy floorstander has a tricky bass and an edgy top, but a very smooth and even midband 20,88,25 • A- 25 e 275

0 Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28, 100,37.5 A+ 20 * 288

□ JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 • A 25 275

D KEF i03 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 1 • 284

0 KEF i09 800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33 • 1 A 25 273

Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 •"1A+ 28 1 • 271

0 Monitor Audio GS1O 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which take's up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 • 284

0 Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 A
33 1 • 1

276

0 Mordaunt-Short Avant 906i 350 The generous, well balanced sound shows good enclosure control, could do with more grip and better spikes' 16.5,85,29.5 • ' A
40 • 281

□ Nairn n-SATS 695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excellent all round results 20,29,21 A 50 268

0 Nbien DX-5 250 Unusual shape miniature delivers generous scale, weight and dynamic expression for something so compact 17.5,34,24 A- 40 284

H SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus ACT Active-the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes-the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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AUDIO REFERENCE
SUPPLIERS OF FINE AUDIO EQUIPMENT

GAMUT D1150 180W Solid state Integrated Amplifier

"A serious contender for the best integrated amplifier ever, the DI 150 will take on pre/power 
combinations of at least equal price on their own terms and win. Cast aside your prejudices 
and revel in genuine high-fidelity amplification".

Jason K ennedy | H ifì C hoice January 2006

GAMUT CD3

EDITOR'S CHOICE

STOP PRESS! Gamut unveils new CD3 high resolution 24 bit compact disc player

fi

fi

www.audioreference.co.uk 
info@audioreference.co.uk

ft 

ft 

ft
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01252 702705

http://www.audioreference.co.uk
mailto:info@audioreference.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

Our favourite □ BESTBUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO SPEAKERS continued

SPECIFICATIONS

Stereo speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

W,H,D (CM) 1RSTANDER
iE OF DRIVE 1 FROM (HZ) m 

coR
m
Cl 
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JE NUMBER

PMC DBl + 625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 16,29,24 A 50 261

0 PMC GBl 995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16,92,24 e A+ 30 • 257

□ PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 • 275
B ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better' 15,27,23 A+ 40 •_ 267

□ O Acoustics 1010 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 • 286

B 0 Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 19.5,97.5,30I e A+ 28 • 284

□ Rega Rl 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 e 269

□ Rega R3 448 Discreet, pretty and fine value. A little lightweight but impressively open, it delivers music with great agility 20,76,28 • . A 40 • 265

0 Revel Concerta F12 900 The money has gone into the active hardware, so cosmetics are plain. Performance is on par with more costly designs 25,108,37 • 1 A- 28 • 283

B Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20, 108, 34 • A 20 • 288

B Triangle Titus ES 370 Not pretty but busy, coherent and involving, if a little thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 18,37,30 A- 40 • 269

□ Triangle Gamete ES 500 Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 20,42,34 A 40 • 265

ABOVE £1.00

0 A2T Mezzo 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 A+ 40 e 281
Acoustic Energy AE1 Mklll 1,900 Luxury miniature has a laid back but bouncy sound, fine dynamic range and very superior imaging 18.5,31,25 A- 30 e 281

B ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 • A 28 1 • 275

B ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22.3,44,31.5 A- 54 • 285

D Audio Physic Spark 3 1,499 Classy and discreetly laid back ftoorstander has delightfully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 • A+ 27 • 271

B AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 • A 50 • 280

B B&W 704 1,400 Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 • A 20 • 257

[il] B&W 802D 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 • A <20 • 267

□ B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 • 271

B B&W 703 2,000 Bass is immensely powerful and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23,101,36 • A- 20 • 260
B&WXT4 1,800 Gorgeous, silver, super-slim floorstander has notably clean bass, but sounds a little too polite and lacks dynamic giip 15.2,114,20 • A- 25 • 281
Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34,130,75 • . A+ 80 • 244

Bj Canton Vento 809DC 1,800 Quick, lively and agile, with fine overall coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroughly impressive allrounder 25,112,35 • A 30 • 267
Canton Vento Ref 5DC 3,499 Strikingly handsome speaker has a studiedly neutral balance with delightful nndhand analysis 25,112,35 • A 40 • 283
Chario Cygnus 1,200 ..... I solid walnut sides. Port tuning suspect, but laid back sound has fine delicacy, imaging and refinement 20,96,27 • A- 28 • 275

B Dali Helicon 400 2,999 AdvanceC drivers and enclosure give a generous sound wtl wide dynamic range and no boxiness 22,103,46 • A 20 • 264

B Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Clevenly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 1 • A- <20 • 281
B Eclipse TD510 1,200 Replacement for the TD512 does astonishing things with musical timing. £600 floor stands also recommended 24,36, 26 A 45 • 277
B Focal-JMlab Ato Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low co/oration and very clean top end 37,121,53 e A- 20 e 248
B Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7,599 Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25,110,53 e A+ 30 e 255
B Focal-JMLab Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 e A- 25 e 276
B Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,799 New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 A 50 e 245

Focal-JMlab Profile 908 1,300 Open and revealing especially of spatial and atmospheric detail, makes up for its bass restraint with joi de vivre 23,39,27.5 A 50 e ! 2741

B Focal 826 V 1,250 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up. 28.2,Hll.8,37.5 1 e A 45 e 287
B Gamut L5 5,900 Impressive build and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a stunning speaker with rare transparency levels 20,116,43 e A- 32 • 271
B Jama Reference R909 7,500 Top model (in a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 48,127,54 e A- 25 • 280
B Krell Resolution 2 6,497 Large but good looking, with Sonus Faber type elasticated front. Musically a great full bandwidth all-rounder 122,29,61 e B 28 • 273
ÌJ MartinLogan Clarity 2,498 Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 26,135,31 • A- 46 • 245

The finest Pure Silver Cables Designed & Built in Great Britain by

Quality That Speaks For Itself

Hand Built to Suit Your Individual Needs - Better By Design

Pure Silver Interconnects Scientifically Designed for the 
Affordable Enjoyment of Your Favourite Music 

Choices of Length Termination Colour & Cryo Treatment 
The Silver Link Interconnect Starts at £145 for a Half Metre Pair 
Pure Silver Loud Speaker Cables Also Available 

www .th e-m iss i n g-l i n k. n et 
01623 844478 -07967 859333 

into@the-missing-link.net
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BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO/AV SPEAKERS

SPECIFICATIONS
Our favourite □ BEST BUY [il EDITOR'S CHOICE

STERE!
Stereo speakers

SPEAKERS continued________ ____ H 
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s Meridian M3100 1,850 Attractive and capable active (125w) with great imaging and strong bass. High neutrality and good power handling 19,39,25 ACT 45 • opt 280

□ Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 • A <20 • 281

[il Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 3,500 Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, hi-res ride 24,121,37 • A- 35 • 264

Nairn Ariva 1,275 Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter 23,88,31 • A 25 a 259

□ Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 • A 25 267

□ Neat Motive 1 1,200 Beautifully neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative 16,92.5,20 e A- 20 « 276

□ PMCWafer2 1,650 Clever 'hang-on-wall' speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33.5,57.5,10 A+ 45 J• . 285

□ PMC FB1 + 1,695 Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 • A 20 • 260

[il PMC IB2 6,150 Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 33,74,47 A- 25 _• 237

!il ProAc Response 025 2,995 The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,107,25 « A+ 20 • 254

□ Rega R7 1,498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 e A 25 9 271

□ Rega R9 2,498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 • A 20 256

[il Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 • A 30 • 265

[il Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 • • 274

0 Roksan Caspian FR-5 1,995 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer 20,100,25 • A <20 279

□ Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 » A 22 • 259

s SCnus Faber Concerto D. 1,799 The Concerto Domus performs significantly above its price level, especially with acoustic material 21,99,31 • A 35 • 270

□ Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2,149 Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 19,35,32 A 48 9 246

[il SCnus Faber Grand Piano D. 2,498 The Grand Piano Domus has a fabulous physical appearance and delivers a clean, refined sound 21,106,31 A- 32 • 283

[il Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 $ A- 25 » 240

□ Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 • 277

□ Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 A 22 ; 277

[il Triangle Magellan Concerto 9,995 Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 28,149,34 * A 35 • 262

□ Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 270

[il Vivid Audio B1 7,750 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 • A- 40 • 261

WEGG3 Stelar 1 4,995 A full-range sound from a small(ish) box is possible, but only if you are very careful about set up, room and amps 35,97,45 • A- 28 * 275

[il Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 • 254

[il Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness' . Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 e A 20 9 252

AV SPEAKERS
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

Multichannel speaker systems have a 
front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a 
centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1)

or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 
subwoofer. For best results, each of these 
speakers bar the sub should be identical. 
The problem is that few surround systems 
are dedicated to music and perform a home 
cinematic role as well, meaning the centre 
speaker has to sit above or below a video

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide 
and short for this reason.

This should not be a barrier to great 
surround for music and movies however, as 
many brands make centre channels with a 
very close sound to their L/R designs.

Music vs movies
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 
recordings tend to be mastered with

surround speakers in the ITU standard 
position which is as far behind the listener 
as the front channels are in front. 5.1 movie 
soundtracks tend to place surround 
channels not so far behind and to the side 
of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 
will dictate a limited range of placement 
options, but if you are a dedicated music 
fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 
the booklet supplied with SACD discs.

SET-UP
Subs start working where stereo speakers 

run out of steam at low frequencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 

bass rather than more of it. They usually 

have onboard amplification (active) and 

connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 

Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up.

Ideally you should set up surround speakers 

with as much care as you would stereo systems, 

but practical issues tend to have a significant 

bearing on surround and centre speaker 

placement Surround channels can be 

floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres 

usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 

it Given these limitations, adjust your V R front

speakers to give the best tonal match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you listening, 

'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 

front of the listening position -this gives a 

wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 

it should be placed near the front speakers. Use 

a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 

among others) to accurately set levels.
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B&W
600 53 package £900
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 
centre speaker. Greatin both stereo and 
multichannel surround modes.

Naim
n-SAT/CENT/SUB £3,385
Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an n-SUB 
make a highly engaging and (for Nairn) 
discreet multichannel package.

Linn
Akurate package £13,750
Linn has worked wonders with its new 
multichannel speaker system - it's not 
cheap, but its performance is breathtaking.

ATC
Concept 3 £4,877
It might not look as flashy as some, but the 
quality of engineering in this ATC package 
ensures superb all-round performance.

UIXI / Ï

AV SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

Our favourite □ BESTBUY [il EDITOR’S CHOICE
AV SPEAKER PACKAGES

SPECIFICATIONS

Multichannel speakers
BADGE? PROOUCT f COMMENTS

U ATC Concept 3 4,877 Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment

B&W 300 package 900 An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer)
. B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) 900 Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures

Castle CAV Sterling 1,250 Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard
Dynaudio Audience 42 package 1,142 Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound
Final Sound Electrostatic system 4,875 Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency
Focal-JMIab Electra package 3,017 Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer

0Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221) 13,750 An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio

Mirage Omni 2 2,650 Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice
Mission m5 package 1,450 Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans
Mordaunt-Short Genie 800 A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models
Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600 Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected

El Nairn n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 3,385 Priced here as a 5.1 package, Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble 
Tannoy Arena 1,200 Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually revealing for the breed, but sub lacks refinement
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269
Mil <44 ml EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus.
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

Olir faVOUritB 0 BESTBUY [il EDITOR’S CHOICE
SUBWOOFERS M S g
Bass speakers i 

0

POWER s s
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BADGE' PRODUCT £ COMMENTS
?l 
.; 1 5 gJ

0 B&W PV1 950 Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 29,34,35 500 20 259
[il B&W ASW850 2,000 Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 53,56,52 1000 18 246
[il Eclipse TD725sw 2,700 Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation 52,47,50 500 40 287

Monitor Audio ASW100 300 For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 32,32,34 120 27 225
[il REL 305 795

—
Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too 32, 36, 34 300 25 284

0 REL Stampede 550 Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV 28,40,29 100 18 257
□ REL Strata 5 700 Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 32,46,33 150 18 257

REL Storm Ill 900 Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 42,62,33 150 18 225
REL Storm 5 1,000 Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 34,52,37 200 15 267

[il REL Stadium Ill 1,500 Its a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 59,56,39 200 16 217
Titan Saturn 800 Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 72,48,72 200 20 239
Velodyne SPL-BOOR 699 Powerful, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging 26,27,33 1a:o 28 286

EM <44 ml SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width. height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onbeard amplifier of active models delivers. 
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
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ANTHONY GALLO 
ACOUSTICS

The new Reference 3
with CDT II Tweeter Technology

Anthony Gallo isn't one to follow the crowd, a characteristic he shares 
with the people who buy his loudspeakers.

His latest speaker design, the Reference 3. is rewriting the price 
versus performance equation. So much so in fact that influential U.S 
publication The Absolute Sound have bestowed on it their ultimate 
honour - product of the year.

"Gallo s Reference 3’s are rewriting the book on value in high-end 
loudspeakers, making accessible a level of performance that might 
previously have been far beyond the reach of most of us.” 
The Absolute Sound

For further information or to locate your nearest 
dealer, please visit our website

www.anthonygallo.co.uk
tel. 0870 350 1348

nonconformist
adj. an individual who does not comply with conventional norms or socially approved patterns if behavior or thought

Reference 3 Stainless Steel 
■suggested pun- £2400 per pair WWW. 'YGwS

http://www.anthonygallo.co.uk
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HEADPHONES
For your ears only

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are 
particularly popular with personal stereo users.

Headphones come in several varieties and 
some are designed for particular usage. The 
majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and 

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything
from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Other 
types also exist, most significantly electrostatics that 
use a charged panel membrane to produce a distinctly 
refined sound. These are supplied with their own 
dedicated amplifiers, which tends to increase the price. 

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or 
noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have 
a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are also 
three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose 
the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as 
straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging them 
into the output on your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are very lucky. 
I f you are planning on serious listening, invest in a 
dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics is not in the 
least bit subtle. A variety of models are made and prices 
start at around £80 for a QED, a little more for designs 
from, say, Creek or Musical Fidelity. And if you're really 
into cans, look up the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite □ BESTBUY [il EDITOR'S CHOICE
HEADPHONES
Stereo headphones

SPECIFICATIONS

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS0 AKG K44 20 Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain□ AKG K270 Studio 129 Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material[il AKG K1000 650 Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only□ Beyerdynamic DT990 160 I mpeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack□ Beyerdynamic 01770 190 A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass0 Grado SR-60 90 For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste[il Grado SR325i 310 Highly sophisticated and detailed sound with great extension: check for comfort[il Grado GS1 OOO 995 One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for□ Philips HP890 70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone0 Sennheiser HD595 150 Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable[il Sennheiser HD650 300 Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience

Shure E500PTH 420 Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead: high-quality stuff

Stax SR-001 Mk II 239 Expensive and power hungry. but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity[il Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way
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E3SESI ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears 
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSEO BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos. computers etc.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 

one of the most popular phono stages around. 

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

"Never Connected' power supply technology virtually removes all 

incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 

the high performance Diablo phono stage.

ÎRickoRd ResearcIh
Tel: + 44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928
sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com

Dino PhoNo ÄMpLiFiER
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SERIOUS 

CVRUS 

SPECIAL 

OFFERS •I 
Call today, whilst 

stock lasts.....

The only real hi-fi shop in Guilford
Guildford's only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store 

Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 
3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GUl 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons) 

01483 504801 and 01483 304756
www.pjhifi.co.uk email:info@pjhifi.co.uk.

II.......... 1 hi fi for fun 1s sake....... II

http://www.pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk
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CABLES BUYER S BIBLE

CABLES
Wires to hook your system together

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
interconnects and speaker cables.

Analogue interconnects come in
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can 

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Tosi ink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

□ BEST BUY [il EDITOR'S CHOICE

CABLES
SPECIFICATIONSDIGITAL CA g

Interconnects and speaker cables z
g o

i 1
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 8 n m 33

[il Black Rhodium Concerto 225 This OCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre, rich in detail, with low subjective noise • • 270

Brilliance Hi-Fi Synergy 83 High quality materials help give this cable fine imaging: bass not as extended as some • • 275

Chord Company Signature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable • • 255

[il Chord Company Chorus 215 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass • • 259

□ Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass -at a pricel, • • 279

0 l xos lxotica IX1 200 Notable for its relaxing sound, this cable still presents plenty of analytical detail • • 283

H Kimber Tmbre 89 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed • • 248

□ Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too • • 281

D Monster M1000i 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere • • 284

[il Nordost Heimdall 370 Micro-monofilament cable, silver plated more affordable alternative to Valhalla, sounds transparent, detailed and neutral • • 278

□ Gehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble • • 281

0 Gehlbach Silver Express + 70 Good, firm bass is accompanied by clear treble and well defined stereo imaging • • 280

□ TClIger 30 Not the most detailed interconnect around, but performance belies its modest price, especially in the bass • • 285

[il Townshend DCT300 300 OCT wire with hum-busting ferrite sleeves. Packed with enough detail to make rivals sound flat • • 234

0 van den Hui The Well 85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine performance • • 241

□ Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price • • 273

D Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cables with all-round appeal - treble is slightly 'dark' but bass is excellent and the overall balance very good indeed • • 259

: OICITIL INTERCONNECTS

[il Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble • • E 278

[il Kmber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any DAG, justifying the price • • E 260

[il QEO Qunex Signature 75 80 First-rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price • E 265

D van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234

[il Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: good value and near-high-end performance • • E 279

SPUPEAKER MIES PRICE PER METRE

Black Rhodium Tango 15 A llttle bass-heavy but with smaller speakers, but that's no bad thing: mid and treble are detailed and clear • • 284

H Chord Epic Twin 80 Good all rounder, which generally sounds relaxed and musical, and a full bass that stops the right side of sounding blowsy • • 287

Chord Odyssey 4 34 This biwire version of Odyssey offers excellent speed and impact, with low listener fatigue • • 258

Clearer Audio Copper-line A 10 Copper-line Alpha's strong, ringing bass and neutral tonality are plus points, but treble is not the purest we've heard • • 283

□ Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board • & 227

□ Monster MCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble • • 280

[il Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament construction, low colouration, high res and suitable for exacting systems • • 278

0 QED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain • • 276

0 OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems • • 234

[il Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical • • 287

[il Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round • • 241

van den Hui The Bridge 6 Lively, energetic and possessed of fine midrange detail and imaging • • 277

Wyrewizard Spellbinder 5.50 Sold off the reel, this entry-level cable is a surprisingly purist performer, lean yet powerful, with good detail resolution. • • 267

B Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 Full-bodied and precise sound across the board - an excellent performer in bi-wire or single-wire mode • • 262

'ideisiSTRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Gable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical.
Cables are one metre length unless otheMise stated.
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SUPERSALE
MASSIVE SAVINGS AVAILABLE IN-STORE AND ONLINE
WWWSUPERFl.CO.UK/SALE STARTS 27TH DECEMBER

STORE HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES:
CHRISTMAS JVE: OPEN UNTIL 3 PM 
CHRISTMAS DAY/BOXING DAY: CLOSED 
NEW YEAR'S EVE: OPEN UNTIL 3 PM 

NEW YEAR'S DAY: CLOSED
JANUARY 2ND: OPEN AS NORMAL

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA BARGAINS
Acoustic Energy, Apollo, 
Arcam, Archos, Audiolab, B&W, 
Beyerdynamic, Creative, Creek, 
Denon, Epos, Grado, Helios, 
Humax, iRiver, KEF, Linn, Marantz,

Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Pure, 
0 Acoustics, QED, Quad, Rotel, 
Samsung, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound 
Organisation, Soundstyle, Tannoy,

Topfield, Wha rfeda Ie, Yama ha 
and many more top brands. Not 
all productsare available from all 
outlets: please call, or check online 
at www.superfi.co.uk

SPEAKERS
ACOUSTIC ENERGY
AEGIS MAO s.in.i

TURNTABLAS
PROJECT RPE:

MINI HI-FI SYSTEM
DEN0NDHO1

STEREO RADIOLATOD ARK
TSVOU 
iSONG^K

• Choice offinishes
• A pairoffloorstanding

Aegis Eva 3 main speakers 
• Aegis Evairear speakers 
• Ac^^Ae isE\Osu^^^r 
• Aegis Eva centre speaker

HI-FI SPMAERS

• Ortofon 5510 Cartridge included
• Lush piano black finish

DABTUNER

• Genuine hif separates 
in stylish, metal-cased, 
mini-sized boxes

• CD playerFM/AM 
tunerand amplifier

WAS: £299.95
SAVE: £120

QUMALAL
MAEO S^^^
ACOUSTIC

• Real maple veneer ENERGY
DENON

• Hand lacquered 
and beautifuly 
buit

AEMA2
WAS: £449.95
SAVE: £250

£19995• Choice ofreak 
wood finishes

MA1LADE:
• DAB/FM/MW reception
• Auto setup, scan, preset store
• All metal case and aluminium 

fascia, black or silver

• Gorgeous sound and style
• Compatible with iPod

Video, Colour, Mini, Nano 
• Remote control, alarm, 

stereo speakers included

£mK

MALAFIERSMAKERS 
ACOUSTIC 
tNFW 
AEMAS.l
■ Real wood birch veneer

AVE REASONS TO CHTOSE SUPERFI

SPEAKERS
W^^EDMA
DIMAOND9.1
• Teuren? bucket option’’
• Chokeof four finishes

Built for audiophile 
fidelity: superb 
power, dynamics 
and grace 
Bridgeable power 
amp outputs 
for even greater 

power 
7xioowatts

TOMA ONLA ^E:AD^RAR
AUDIOMA 8LAAV
AND 8MALA WMAE2LAE:

SAVE: £500

f19999s

SUPERA MEDIA CENTRES WE AMA HAVE BRANCHES IN

CREEK
MAO

Blackor silver 
Remotecontrol 
"lt'stuneful,energetic 
and communicative"

Real Hi-Fi
Quality turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate

Latest technology
Sophisticated HD recorders, 
multi-region DVD, MP3, DAB, 
Freeview PVRs-all available 
to demonstrate

OOfcial UK models
Fully-guaranteed, genuine 
UK products

0% credit available
Ask in-store for details and 
a quotation

Free parking
See www.superfi.co.uk/ 
freeparking for details

Derby
22 Sadler Gate
01332 360303
London
2-4 Camden High St 
020 73881300
Manchester
54 Bridge St
0161 8351156

Birmingham
67 Smal lbrook, O'way 
0121 631 2675
Coventry
2 Corporation St
024 7622 3254

Lincoln
271a High Street 
01522 520265
Nottingham
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137

Stockport
68-70 Lower Hillgate 
0161 429 9080
Mail Order
0800 7311821

BUY ONLINE NOW
^^.SUPERFl.CO.UK

WWWSUPERFl.CO.UK/SALE
http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.co.uk/
SUPERFl.CO.UK
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE

STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment racks and speaker stands

I f you want to get the most from your source and amp components, 
it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated 
equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold

hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound

because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne 
vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a 
pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standmount' speakers, it's important to place 
them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports
BADGE?

E

E

E

z
E

PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail
Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept
Audiophile Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade
Avid lsoschelf 1,100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up
Clearlight Audio Aspekt 650 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value
Custom Design k;on Signature 330 Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively
Custom Design Icon 400 600 Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack
Custom Design Concept 400 700 Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300)
Custom Design Vantige 449 ' Acoustic Aluminium' shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction: just a shade blight
Partington Minim 389 Looks good, sounds good and is impressively flexible to boot
Nairn Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility
Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice
Sound Organisation Z560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Well balanced and under 200 quid!
Townshend VSSS 1,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

SPECIFICATIONS

HEIGHT CM)
TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) WELDED
NUMBER OF SHELVES SHELF TYPE

ISSUE NUMBER

80 66,46 ( 5 Glass 247
81 50,50 • 4 Glass 217
82 43 4 MDF 193

87.5 48 5 MDF 193
75 53.5,45 4 MDF 217
75 56,37 4 Glass 286
75 57, 41 5 Glass 263
74 48,40 4 Metal 247
62 49,44 4 Metal 271
75 45,36 5 Glass 261
96 45,34 5 Glass 232

51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217
68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240
92 50,40 5 Glass 217
76 35,50 4 Glass 273

SPECIFICATIONS

SPEAKER STANDS z

8

COMMENTS

ffi 
o
E

i 
OjJ 
w
oSpeaker stands

BADGE? PRODUCT fl

□ Custom Design RS300 110 An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price 56 16.5,18 1 281
OjJ Custom Design S0404 200 Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small 61 18,16.3 4 283
E hne Cableway 395 Looks great, sounds great, so start savingi Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 63 17,20 1 220
□ Kudos S50 159 Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 61 15, 20 1 220
□ Partington Ansa 60 99 Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 18,15 4 232
OjJ Partington Dreadnought BS 249 The Dreadnought Broadside is a superb stand for high-class standmount speakers - and it looks great too! 61 17,15 e • 5 261
OjJ ’ Partington Heavi II 399 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies 53 31,22 g 6 287
OjJ Russ Andrews Torlyte 299 Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too 60,50 15,21 3 280

GT HEIGHT QI complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform.
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made ol.

HEIGHT 01 each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates.

IUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY

SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.

www.HIFIFORSALE.com
• buy • sell • wants •

NO commision fee • NO charge • completely FREE
over 70000 adverts have been placed online since the site was launched. 

www.hififorsale.com, the webs favourite dedicated HiFi sales site.
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Advertisement GET THE BES T S y S TE M F 0R y 0UR M0NEy By ASKING

Looking for a 
Home Cinema 

System?

..make sure you get 
the full service!

?. - . - ? SO*
...without

considerable knowledge 
or experience, high 

quality home cinema 
is not a suitable 
DIY activity.

Isn't it easy to buy a home cinema system? You read 
the magazine product reviews, you find out who sells 
the recommendations, five-star favourites or best 
buys at the cheapest price and you place your order. 
The system is delivered to your door still in the box. 
You get a friend who knows his onions to install it - 
and live happily ever after.

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads to 
dissatisfaction, endless upgrades and a lot of wasted 
money. Besides there being a bewildering choice of 
components on the market today, there are also different 
ways in which components can be installed and 
connected together. Which sort of visual system do you go 
for? Projector and screen, plasma or LCD, conventional 
wide-screen CRT or back-projection TV7 And on the audio 
side do you plump for a 5.1 or 7.1 speaker system, 
passive or active sub, and where do you site them for the 
best results7 The choice of home cinema amp raises even 
more questions . Will you be listening to music through the 
same system7 If so, you need an amp that approaches the 
performance of a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, which is not 
that easy to find. Do you need SACD, DVD-Audio, or HD- 
DVD capability? How many inputs do you need for video, 
s-video, component, coaxial digital, optical digital? The 
above are just a small percentage of the decisions that 
must be made. In short, it's complicated and very fertile 
ground for getting it wrong.
Achieving potential
So how do you select a system? You could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the hope that it 
will be a great system. But it probably won't be. You could 
buy a pre-packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. This is almost certainly not the best route 
either as you will miss out on enormous potential . From 
informal surveys conducted, it appears highly likely that 
the majority of home cinema systems selected and 
installed on a DIY basis, that is without professional 
input, are performing at way below their optimum 
level. To compound matters, most are also ill-matched to 
the room in which they are installed and are, in reality, 
the wrong system. Without considerable knowledge or 
experience, high quality home cinema is not a suitable 
DIY activity
Our aim must be to buy a home cinema system that will 
provide an excellent picture quality plus an audio delivery 
that will match, or even better, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and deliver true 
value for money.
What and Where to buy
The system you think you want may not be right for you. 
So where do you start? Here's an important tip... don't start 
with WHAT, start with WHERE. There is only one way to 
give yourself the best chance of getting it right first time, 
and that's through a specialist AV dealer. Now it's likely 
you have preconceived ideas that may put you off visiting 
one. Although you would welcome the advice and 
guidance, you don't know the technical jargon 
You don't want to be talked down to. Your friend has said 
they only sell 'top-end' gear and they're not interested if 
you don't have a big budget. In short they're too 
expensive. These are just myths.



EALERS

Most specialist AV dealers are running their business because, 
above all, home cinema is their hobby. They spend a large 
portion of their time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component combinations 
which don't gel together and, conversely, they know the 
combinations which give the best performance within a given 
price range Very importantly, they know how to get a 
system working to its optimum. But they all also know the 
system must suit you.
Buying or being sold to?
There are dealers around, web based or otherwise, who will 
sell you anything you are willing to pay for. They may be a bit 
cheaper but that's all they offer. Now there's a group of long- 
established specialist dealers who are totally committed to 
putting the customer first. Their idea of 'selling' is to discuss 
your requirements, offer their advice, give you the best 
options, then play the systems for you and allow you to be 
the judge . You'll probably be surprised and, almost certainly, 
relieved to discover how easy it is to see and hear the 
differences between components and between systems. 
You'll be able to make a clear and informed decision about 
what to buy
The story doesn't end there. These shops won't abandon you 
once you've put your hand in your pocket. They won't leave 
you to set up the system you've selected as best you can. 
They'll install it in your home, make sure it performs to its 
best, and ensure you're entirely happy with the way it works. 
Why7 Because a high proportion of these dealers' custom 
comes through people who have bought from them before, 
either directly or by recommendation. It's vital to them to get 
it right for you.
Getting the best deal
Oscar Wilde wrote "Too many people today know the price of 
everything and the value of nothing." Specialist retailers 
know that not all potential purchasers will seek them out. 
They tend to attract the more discerning, thoughtful 
customers. Let's face it, a good deal is about far more than 
just price. After all, unless you've got money to burn, you'll be 
living with your new system for years Most of these dealers 
offer much longer equipment guarantees than provided by 
the manufacturer, a very worthwhile benefit, but it also 
makes it in the dealer's interest to ensure high build quality 
and reliability. Maybe you could save 
a few pounds by buying piecemeal 
but you'll lose out on the overall 
package. As far as the dealers are 
concerned, they believe that taking 
care of their customers properly is a
nicer way of doing business than just handing over boxes.

STAR QUALITIES

Listed on this page are 20 of the best AV shops in the 
country They have been selected because they are 
known to do an excellent job in guiding customers 
towards home cinema systems that will provide years of 
superlative performance and total satisfaction.

VALUE FOR MONEY * * * * * ’
SERVICE * * * * *
FACILITIES * * * * * j
VERDICT *****

OUR TOP 20 UK 
SPECIALIST AV DEALERS
LONDON
■ N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI
190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500
B SW11 ORANGES fr LEMONS
61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 020 7924 2040
SOUTH
B Ashford, Kent SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI
40 High Street. 01233 624441
• Brighton POWERPLANT
40 Church Road . 01273 775542
• Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI
216 Moulsham Street. 01245 265245
■ Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI
33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 01206 577682
• Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 020 8943 3530
■ Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI
44a High Street. 01268 779762
B Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI
132/4 London Road. 01702 435255
• Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI
213-217 Tarring Road. 01903 245577
MIDLANDS
II Birmingham SOUND ACADEMY 
152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall. 
01922 493499
Chester ACOUSTICA
17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227
• Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE
163 Spon Street. 024 7652 5200
• Leicester CYMBIOSIS
6 Hotel Street. 0116 262 3754
II Nottingham CASTLE SOUND fr VISION
48/50 Maid Marian Way 0115 9584404
■ Solihull MUSIC MATTERS
93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254
Stafford ACOUSTICA
114 Wolverhampton Road. 01785 258216
NORTH
Congleton HI-FI SHOWROOMS
12a West Street. 01260 280017
8 Doncaster UNLIMITED DREAM HOME
SYSTEMS
The Long Barn, Wakefield Road. 01302 727274
Sheffield MOORGATE ACOUSTICS
184 Fitzwilliam Street. 0114 275 6048
• York SOUND ORGANISATION
2 Gillygate. 01904 627108
SCOTLAND
II Glasgow LOUD fr CLEAR
520 St Vincent St, Finnieston. 0141 221 0221
II Edinburgh LOUD fr CLEAR
Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd.
0131 555 3963
NORTHERN IRELAND 
Belfast LYRIC HI-FI
429-431 Lisburn Road. 
028 90 381296

QUALITY

ASSURED
CEDW

Member of the Custom Electronic 
Design and Installation Association.

- --------------
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Atacama 
Audio Lab 
Audio Quest 
Castle 
Cyrus 
KEF 
Marantz 
Meridian

Michell ?j 
M. J. Acoustics 
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt-Sh
NAD j

Nordost ' 
Origin Live S 
Ortofon 
Pathos 
Pickering 1 

Primate 
Pro-Ac 
Project
QUAD 
Roksan 
Shanling 
SME
Stands Uniqu 
Sugden 
Tannoy
TEAC 
Trichord 
Unison Resel 

Van Den Hui 
Wharfedale 
Yamaha 
& Lots more...

Award Winning Retailers...

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists
► Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
► Widest choice in the area ► Independent advice
► Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
► Over 35yrs experience ► Qualified staff
► Comfortable dem rooms ► Superb showrooms
► Main road location ► Major car parks nearby
► Insurance estimates ► Service Dept.
► Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
► Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status

► Delivery & installation
► Part Exchange
► Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
► Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York Y031 ?EQ

Tel: 01904 629659

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

fs in high fidelity sound reproduction - lince 1961

http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co
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Ipswich 
(01 473)6551 71
f a x ( 0 1 4 7 3 ) 655172
email : enq@signals.uk.com 
www.signals.uk.com 
world class audio and a/v from : 
arcam ate castle creek epos grado 
harbeth infocus m + k lexicon 
naim audio neat nottingham nordost 
lyra origin live ortofon primare 
runco sme sumiko stax trichord

IAN HARRISON HIFI

SALE NOW ON!
Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi 

for 17 years

Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME, 
Hadcock, Transfiguration, Denon, Koetsu, 
Trichord, EAR, Tom Evans, Stax, Harbeth, 

Epos, Gamut, Graaf, Sumiko Drtofon, 
Creek, Van den Hui and many more.

All goods are brand new and fully 
guaranteed. Goods are not supplied on 

approval. Free UK delivery.

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 
Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

is
audio cinema

Cornwall's Specialist 
Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

Multiroom Retailer 
Custom Installer

STOCKISTS OF:
ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO 

BEYER-DYNAMIC • FOCAL-JM LAB 
INFOCUS PROJECTORS • LEXICON 

NAO-MASTERS^ NORDOST CABLES 
PROJECT TURNTABLES • PARASOUND 

PHILOSOPHY CABLES • PRIMARE • REVEL 
REVOLVER • ROKSAN • RUSSOUND 

SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE 
SPEAKERCRAFT • TRI-ANGLE • TEAC 

UNISON RESEARCH
USHER LOUDSPEAKERS • VAN DEN HULL 
ESTORIC • OED • MYRIAD • SYSTEMLINE 

0-ACOUSTICS • AND MANY MORE 

call: 0870 458 4438 
or visit:

www.audio-cinema.co.uk
Callywith Gate Industrial Estate 

Launceston Road 
Bodmin 

Cornwall 
PL31 2RQ

F Ik Analogue Seduction
I where music is our passion
E *- Specialists in turntables and high precision hi-fi related essentials

IscñTek i 

o chord o

CrëzR)
magamo /Iodio,

MERLIN|
Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay 

We have dedicated demonstration facilities and are based in Peterborough,Cambs
Authorised dealers for:

Avid , Ayre. Cartridge-Man, Creek Audio, Chapter Audio, Clearaudio, Clearlight Audio. Chord Electronics, Chord Company, 
Dynavector, Ecosse Reference, Epos, Graham, Graham Slee, Hadcock, Isotek, Lyra, Michell Engineering, Merlin Cables, 
Roksan, Rothwell Audio, Nordost, Origin Live, Oracle, Ortofon, Project, SME, Stax, Sumiko, Sugden, Trichord Research, 

Usher Audio, VPI, Whest Audio, Wilson Benesch
Please visit our website to browse or purchase some of our turntable setup tools and essentials, that 

are not easily available elsewhere.
T: 01733 344768 W: w^w.analogueseduction.net

ORANGES& 
LEMONS

020 7924 2040
www.oandlhffi.co.uk

61 Webbs Road, Battersea SWll 6RX 

email: oranges.lemons@virgin.net

Tel:+44 
(0)1733 

344768

\n&rdost

■ K oundstage—
Home Cinema Multi-rOOm

Demo Walls
Displaying all Lifestyle Systems

Home Cinema & Hi-Fi Specialist 
Demo Room for Private Audition

0) 
0

0
253 High Road Broxbourne Herts EN10 6PZ

Tel: (01992) 440549 or 303353
Email: info@soundstage-av.co.uk ARCAM

Are you hearing your Naim Audio system at 
anywhere near its full potential? The inherent sonic 
ability of a Naim Audio system has never been in doubt, however 
with products such as the Fraim support and more recently the 
Hi Line interconnect and CD555PS CD power supply, Naim Audio 
themselves have amply demonstrated the ever greater levels of 
performance that are achievable with your existing components.

I Tom Tom Audio can optimise your Naim Audio system through 
thoughtful and creative upgrade routes, and by utilising a number of 
products and accessories that are both compatible with and sensitive 
to the Naim Audio ethos. I As well as a range of loudspeakers 
and analogue products that work wonderfully with Naim Audio 
electronics we also have a range of compatible accessories that will 
unlock the potential of your system and maximise the investment 
you have already made. I These include the incredible range of 
products from Vertex AQ, an end to end solution of supports, filters 
and cabling that will simply stun you. The incredible effect of this 
system can be demonstrated here or in your own system, but 
prepare to be shocked.
Loudspeakers: Naim Audio, Kudos Audio, Neat Acoustics, ART, 
Shahinian, Audio Physic, Living Voice

Supports & Cabling: Naim Audio, Vertex AQ, Nordost, Chord 
Company, Isoblue, Kudos Audio

Analogue: Naim Audio, Avid, Dynavector, Lyra, Tom Evans

Z ” Call St Albans 01727 86 86 59
TOmltOm audio Visitwww.tomtomaudio.com

mailto:enq@signals.uk.com
http://www.signals.uk.com
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
w.analogueseduction.net
http://www.oandlhffi.co.uk
mailto:oranges.lemons@virgin.net
mailto:info@soundstage-av.co.uk
Visitwww.tomtomaudio.com
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A^X
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

AE.VoX
SERVICE

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

I H E 11 A I E CHNDLDGY I— IMIT ED

TTL House. Sheeptlck End. Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire. MK43 OSF

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

37 High Street, Aldridge
01922 457928

CREEK EPOS 
EXPOSURE UNN MARANTZ
MONITOR AUDIO MORDAUNT SHORT 
NAD OKKINOKKI ORTOFON PROJECT 
REL ROKSAN THEMESCENE TRICHORD

FREE PARKING TUE-SAT 10-5.30PM
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

B/XD/X
AUO»O tM Al f RS ASSOCIATION 

the symbol of security

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream 
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rote!, Sennheiser, Sim2, SM£, Sonus Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha.
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. licensed Credit Broker.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30
www.musicmatters.co.uk

CEDIA

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL 

TEL 0121*429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3298

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 
WEST MIDLANDS B92 BJL 

TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 
WEST MIDLANDS DY81AB 

TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968

10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 
WEST MIDLANDS B73 STD 

TEL 0121 354 2311 FAX: 0121 354 1933

34 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 

TEL: 020 8420 1925 FAX: 020 84201928

* O'Brien Hi-Fi E.Vo
ARCAYDIS • AUDIO NOTE • AUOIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA • AVIO • BEYER • CABLETALX • CHORO • 
CREEK • DIAPASON • DYNAVECTOR • EPDS • GOLDRING • JADIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MOON • NAO • NAIM • 
ONKYO • OPERA • OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM • OED • REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • 
SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • ORIGIN LIVE • 
TRIANGLE« WATERFALL« WILSON

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment • Details on Request
Was Now Was Now

ATCSA2amplifier(sJh) £2500 t1150 NADT760 Offers
AudioAnaloguetonizettiStereo power(shl) t595 t3SO Onix-various models please enquire
Exposure 3010 amp (ex-demo) £1000 £719 OnixA60MK11(new) £795 £375
Garrart Zero 1005 (7B rpm) ("1) £- £75 OnixA120MK11(new) £995 [495
KreHKAV300i(shl) Tu £995 Prologue 3 and 5(u-demo) [1898 £1600
MartinloganAeriusi (shl) £3150 m50 RELStrataST111(s/h) £700 £295
MartinloganAeon(shl)portect £3150 £1395 Sonus Faber Domus sub (ex-demo) £1290 £995
Moorio Asty amp (ex-demo) black £450 £229 Sugden Masten;tassCD[new) £2700 £2200
Mooo 5080(i3)(emlemo) £1550 £895 Sugden Masterciass Amplifiet(new) £3150 £2250
Moon Equinox (ex-demo) C1950 £1650 Theta Data 11 CD (new mech) £1500 £600
Moon (i5) amplifier (ex-demo) Tu £2150 ThetaDataBasic11+ProPrime(sJh)) £— £699
Moon Orion CDDVD (ex^demo) £2859 £1450 Waterfall Iguascu(ex-demo) Now price chafgedtot995
MusicalfidelityTltuner(shl) £5'Y £95

AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL

0% Instant Finance Available - Written details on request 
Demonstration room • Free car parking • Major Credit Cards 

Personal Export • Mail Orders Installation Service • Repair facilities 
• 5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo

• 5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 6282 exit) • 25 mins M25 June 1 O

60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com 

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday

M Y

25 Years of Audio Visual Perfection
1S2a HIGH STREET BLOXWICH WALSALL 

Late night Thursday 9am • 7pm 

01922 493499 
www.soundacademy.co.uk

MU^TIROOMAUDIO, VIOeOSATELITTE
ANDRFOISTRiaUTIONFORSOUNOANDSC11MN

Save £565 today on the fantastic 
Arcam DV79/AVR300 cinema system! 
The ultimate Christmas offer is now here..

►►www.soundgallery.co.uk
The Sound Gallery
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
01494 531682

www.avihifi.com
AVILtd.

Tel: 01453 752656 
www.avihifi.com 

sales@avihifi.co.uk

Hl FICHOICE /
PASSION FOR SOUND

8-10,000 people visit this site each month, 
because it's worth a visit!!

To Advertise here call Graham Phillips n
S 020 7042 4037

http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.soundacademy.co.uk
%25e2%2596%25ba%25e2%2596%25bawww.soundgallery.co.uk
http://www.avihifi.com
http://www.avihifi.com
mailto:sales@avihifi.co.uk
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Is This Your Problem? Here’s Your
Answer

Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud by Andrew
It'^ • common problem. The uaable range on the 
volume control la •II down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low llstenlng levela la either dlfflcult 
or lmpoaalble. The nolH floor may be audible too. 
There la now • almple and effective aolutlon • the 
Rothwell In-Une Attanuatora. They oan be used . 
with pre/power or Integrated ampa to cure i 
the problems of excess gain and bring eonlc I 
benefits even with the moat expenalve equip menti

Tha cost le only E3I per pelr dellvwred. To order, call

01204 366133 or vielt ^w.rothwallaudloproducta.co.uk
Excellent review» •n HM'I Cho^ Hi— World, HI— Plue, What Hi— — wWW.tlnHudlo.oom

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind . . .
Arcam, ATC, B&W, Denon, Kef, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mitchell, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 
Yamaha and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ...

friANDERS 
».------ --- ----- t-flFI LTD.

SATELLITE SALEZ

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft, Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.AR, Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

www.hifichoice.co.uk

&

The Denon DL-103 Moving Coil cartridge is a true classic, not just 
because its been in production since 1963 but because it still offers a 
performance to rival designs costing much more than its low £100 
price tag would suggest. Also now in the DL-103R version: £200

Audio Note Io 1 MC cartridge. Surely one of the best cartridges in 
existence, the Io uses Alnico magnets and pure silver coils to 
extract everything from your LP’s in the most musical way 
possible £1,595

The Nottingham Analogue Dais turntable is the result of many 
years of research by the companies founder. Tom Fletcher. In 
our opinion it offers unmatched performance at its £3,519 
price level It s pictured here with the 12" Nottingham Ana­
logue Ace Space tonearm which costs £710

J C Verdier Platine This spectacular turntable uses a high mass 
platter suspended by magnetic repulsion and an externally 
housed high quality DC motor. Its performance is as magnificent 
as its appearance suggests, offering a completely stable basis 
for the finest arms and cartridges Prices start from £5,000

Note products PhoNote uses an all triode valve audio circuit 
with short signal paths, low output impedance and no global 
feedback. The result is an exceptionally low noise design with 
breathtaking clarity and musical involvement. The MM 
version costs £1,500, the MC version £1,750

CEC TL-51X this top loading transport is something rather 
special. Its novel design uses a belt dnve (rather than the 
more common direct drive) to spin the disc. It produces a 
sound which is incredibly effortless, with tremendous reso­
lution of acoustics and space: £1,200

Consonance CD2.2 Linear This wonderful filterless CD 
player uses a 6H30 triode in its output stage. It produces 
the characteristically wide dynamic range of a filterless 
design, capturing great speed and energy on all CD’s 
Surely the most involving player at its £1.395 price

www. noteworth y audio. co .uk

Bewitch A30 integrated amplifier uses 6550 output valves in 
an ultra-linear pure class A push pull design producing 30 
glorious watts per channel.

I We feel this amplifiers sound redefines what’s possible at this 
price point and we’re convinced it will become the benchmark 
that all others will be judged by: £1,000

Music first Audio TVC pre amplifier Instead of using resistors 
to control the volume the TVC uses stepped transformers. In­
credible transparency without any of the dynamic 
compression found in conventional passive preamplifiers 
Copper wired version: £1,500. All silver wired: £2,750.

Audion Silver Note One This is a specially commissioned 
amplifier exclusive to Noteworthy Audio. It uses a single 2A3 
directly heated triode per channel in an ultra purist single ended 

zero feedback design. It produces 3.7 of the finest watts 
available, if you have high efficiency speakers you need to hear 
this remarkable amplifier: £2,500

The Usher CP6371 offer astonishing value for money. These very sub­
stantial speakers (they weigh 60kg each) and cost only £2,000 for a pair 
A pair of wonderfully natural sounding carbon fibre filled paper cones are 
used in a two way configuration with a 1" soft dome tweeter covering the 
high frequencies Their sound is potent yet not overblown, and the very 
ngid boxes mean that cabinet colouration is extremely low

The Avantgarde Duo’s use horns for the high and mid frequencies and as 
a result offer 104dB sensitivity They produce all the speed and dynamics 
you’d expect from such a design and are effortlessly musical 
These speakers really do have the most astonishing mid band 
performance, if you in the market for a pair of speakers at this £9.995 price 
point then you really must hear them.

The Something Solid XR has become our reference equipment sup­
port, its novel use of balsa end grain shelves and tensioned shelf 
suspension give it a neutral presentation that lets equipment perform /?'
without added artifice 4 tier version available from £600.
‘Economy’ EXR version also now available from just £300

hi-fi by enthusiasts
36BUckinghamStreet, A ylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2LH. Tel: 01296 422224

www.hfc.co.uk

w.rothwallaudloproducta.co.uk
http://wWW.tlnHudlo.oom
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk
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SPEAKER KITS FROM l.P.L. ACOUSTICS
The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top 
quality drive units and components to achieve sound qualily and bass extension 
equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £800 to £3,000. The Plus Kits
include all that is required apart from 
cabinet kits are available. Please sec 
full details.

the woodwork. but 
website. or send

plain or veneered 
for caialogue for

KIT SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm plus KJT r&r
M3tl
S3tl
S3tlm
S3tlm Rib
S4tl
S5tl

5" Morel. l" Seas treb
6.5" IPL PP, I" Seas treb
6.5" IPL metal. I" Seas treb
6.5" IPL metal. Ribbon treb 
8" VIFA. I" Seas treb 
10" IPL. 3" dome. I" treb

810 x 191 x 261
903 x 230 x 350
903 x 230 x 350
903 x 230 x 350
960 x 276 x 400
1080 x 320 x 400

£226.00
£200.00
£248.00
£403.00
£258.21
£378.00

£9.50
£!0.00
£10.00
£10.00
£11.00
£12.00

Send cheque (or postal order) made payable to Mr I. P. Leslie at
IPL ACOUSTICS, Chelsea Villa, Torrs Park, Ilfracombe, Devon EX34 SAY.
01271 867439.
Alternatively visit our website at iplacouslics.co.uk or send a 47p SAE for 
catalogue detailing Transmission line. Hi Fi. and AV kits. including; Active 
subwoofers, drive units. Silver PTFE cables. and Quality Accessories.

www.iplacoustics.co.uk IAN EDWARDS
MAKERS OF FINE HANDMADE FURNITURE

Te[: 01423 500442 Fax: 01423 705200 
^^w.ians6espokefumiture.co.uk 

Tlie OUl C^pe( 
282 Skipton Roru! 

Harrogate, N. Yorlis 
HG13HE 

Est.
1970

New Brochure 
now avai^fe

3-5 King Cross St. Halifax

Tel: 01422 366832

4 Cross Church St. Huddersfield
Tel: 01484 544668

A wide range "
of Specialist Brands
Custom multi-room installation projects
Prices to suit all budgets 
Plasma/LCD TV's & Projectors 
Comfortable demonstration facilities

Stockists of:

Better sound through research ......■<

... - .in ...... - -.. & many other high quality audio/visual brands

w: www.anvilsound-display.co.uk 
t: 0800 043 1207
P0 Box 185 Durham DH8 1AW

2007 range now available on-line 
hand built custom speaker stands

www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk

HI-FI AND HOME 
CINEMA SPECIALISTS

www.hfc.co.uk

iplacouslics.co.uk
http://www.iplacoustics.co.uk
w.ians6espokefumiture.co.uk
http://www.anvilsound-display.co.uk
http://www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk


30 HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER, KENT, ME l l LD - 01634 88003 7 
^w.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk

ADVANTAGE, ARCAM, ATACAMA, AUDION, AUDIOPHILE BASE, AVI, CAIRN, 
CHORD CABLES, CHORD ELECTRONICS, CLEARAUDIO, CREEK, CYMBOL, DALi, 

DK DESIGN, EPOS, EXPOSURE, JMLAB, GAMUT, GOLDRING, GRADIENT, 
GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO, HADCOCK, LAT, 

METRONOME TECHNOLOGIES, NAO, NORTH STAR, NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, 
NU FORCE, OPTIMUM, ORIGIN LIVE, PARTINGTON, PIEGA, QUADRASPIRE, 
RENAISSANCE, SENNHEISER, STELLO, STIRLING LS35/a, TANNOY PRESTIGE, 

TRANSFIGURATION, USHER.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR EXDEM OFFERS

fi.co.uk
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DEALER
DIRECTORY Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most 

vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area.

CHESHIRE • Beyer-Dynamic • ESOTERIC • Focal-JMLab HERTFORDSHIRE LONDON

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 

www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344 2 27.

All that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Amphion, Arcam, 

ART, Audiolab, Ayre, B&W Nautilus, Classe, Focal. 

JM lab, Michell Engineering, Monitor Audio, Nairn 

Audio, Primare, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Ratel, 

Spendor, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia. We offer friendly, 

helpful advice, interest-free credit and 

trade-in facilities, and deliver and install systems 

through Cheshire, Merseyside and North Wales. 

Open Tues. - Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement.

AUOIO COUNSEL, 26 High Street, Cheadle, 

Cheshire, SK8 lAL. Tel: 0161 491 6090.

Stockists of Arcam, Rega, Nairn, Rotal, Royd, Denon, 

Yamaha, Quad, B&W, NAD and more. Agencies to 

Fugitsu. Sanyo and Sellec. We offer extensive knowl­

edge and experience with high quality demo rooms 

for both hi-fi and AV. Major credit cards accepted 

and interest free credit available.

Open Tuesday - SaturdaylD - 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

CORNWALL

AUDIO AND CINEMA,

Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Retailer;

Custom Installer.

Callywith Gate Industrial Estate.

Launceston Road. Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2RQ

Call: 0870 458 4438 or visit:

www.audio-cinema.co.uk

...STOCKISTS OF...ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO

Members of the British Audio dealers 
Association are able to offer:

• Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address

• low cost five year guarantee option
• proper demonstration facilities
• seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer’s advice is taken 
on product selection

• fully guaranteed service work
• customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems

• INFOCUS PROJECTORS • LEXICON • NAD Masters

• MUSICAL FEDELITY • Myriad • NORDOSTCABLES

• PROJECTTURNTABLES • PARASOUND

• PHILOSOPHY CABLES • PRIMARE • Q-Acoustics

• QED • REVEL • REVOLVER • ROKSAN

• RUSSOUND • SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE

• SPEAKERCRAFT • Systemline • TRIANGLE • TEAC

• UNISON RESEARCH • USHER LOUDSPEAKERS

• VAN-DEN-HUL CABLES • AND MANY MORE

DONCASTER

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield 

Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 

727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274.

Email: info®thehifistudios .freeserve.co.uk

Web: thehifistudios.co.uk

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room experts. 

Musical fidelity, Tag McLaren,Wadia, Anthony 

Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, 

Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAO, 

Michell Turntables, Audio Analogue. Living 

Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics, 

Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, 

Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, 

REL Subwoofers. Tag Mclaren. SIM 2 & Denon 

Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and 

demonstration by appointment. Home trials and 

free installation on hi-fi equipment. Credit card and 

finance facilities. Phone for more information.

10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, lOam-Spm Sat.

Closed Sunday & Monday. hLVU

For more information contact 
BADA on

0870 126 9137

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

AUDIOBOFFS, 338 5henley Road 

Borehamwood Herts WD6 ITP 

Tel/fax 020 8177 4095

Email :i nfo@audioboffs.co.uk

Specialists in fine two way audio, dealing in 

Astin Drew,Bel Canto, Audiophysics, Monopulse, 

Viola, Analysis, Solid Tech and more...

Audio enthusiasts constantly seeking to provide 

the finest in musical equipment.

Residential demonstration facilities.

No pressure' Relaxed, friendly atmosphere. 

Demonstrations by appointment Mon-Sat.

Eves & Suns by arrangement. Home 

demonstrations possible. Parking. facilities.

| LEICESTERSHIRE

DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 

Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, 

LE16 7NL 01858 432999

Leicestershire's freshest hi-fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expect in an 

environment that will excite you. 

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilities, comfy chairs, and coffee!

We get exceptional results from Arcam, Arcam FMJ, 

Art Loudspeakers, Beyerdynamic, Chord Cables, 

DNM Cables, Exposure, Focal.JMLab, Infocus, 

Isoblue, Kube Design, Loewe televisions, Merlin 

Cables, NAD, Nottingham Analogue Studio, Opera 

Loudspeakers, Partington, Pathos, PMC, ProAC, 

Pro ject, Pure, Quadraspire, REL Sennheiser, Screen 

Int, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, and Unison Research. 

We are open Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 

and by arrangement.

Free parking outside the courtyard.

All normal methods of payment accepted.

01858 432999 

www.divineaudio.co.uk, 
INFO@DIVINEAU DIO.CO.UK

LIVERPOOL

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel:

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbuiy Yard, 190a New 

North Road, London NI Tel: 020 7226 5500. 

www.grahams.co.uk ' One of the 5 best hi-fi shops 

in the world'. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, 

and more... Home cinema and whole house custom 

installed solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, 

service dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment.

INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 

Surrey, KTI 4DA. Tel: 020 8943 3530 

www.infidelity.co.uk

Infidelity - Indecently good Hi-Fi, cinema and home 

integration solutions. Advice and after sales service 

from an independent dealer. Build your system 

from our selection of truly excellent equipment 

- from the likes of Arcam, B&W, Chord Co.,Classe, 

ClearAudio, .Dynavector, fujtsu, focal JM Lab, Linn, 

M&K, Nairn Audio, PMC, Pioneer plasma, Rega, 

Roksan, Ratel, Sim2, Velodyne and more. We have 

all the usual facilities. fresh ftowers. good coffee 

and we are open 10am-6pm Tuesday to Saturday.

1:^™

NORTH WEST

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 

North, Warrington WAl 3NU. Tel: 01925 82B009.

Email: doug.brady@ dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 

www.dougbradyhifi.com. For the widest range of 

high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business 

est 4 5 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 

home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 

Visa, credit facilities - Interest Free Credit!

Open 10.30 - 6. Send for free map. ! *7:1

NORTH WEST

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St, Off West St 

car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 1JR.

Tel: 01260 280017. Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk 

Web: www.hifishowrooms.com. Carefully selected 

audio range, including Nairn, NAD. Roksan, Michell, 

Harman, Sugden, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, Neat 

Acoustics, Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project, 

Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also the best in AV from 

Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound, 

Nairn, SIM2, Vutec, Da-lite, REL, MJ Acoustics. 

Definitive. Demonstration by appointment.

Open Tuesday - Saturday.

http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
freeserve.co.uk
thehifistudios.co.uk
mailto:nfo@audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
DIO.CO.UK
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
dougbradyhifi.com
hifi.com
mailto:mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk
http://www.hifishowrooms.com
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BADA
BlmSUAUOIOOEALFRSASSOCIATION 
the symbol or security

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

NOmNGHAMSHIRE

NOmNGHAM HI-FI CENTRE,

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: OllS 978 6919 

www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk.

We are the area's leading specialists. Relax in our 

superb demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best 

in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema solutions. Our 

outstanding customer service means a two-year parts 

and labour guarantee, an on-site service department 

and a full delivery and installation service. Home trials 

and free easy par-king are also available. Established in 

1968: we have been giving sound advice for over 30 

years. Open Mon-Sat 9 • S.30: IsJiU

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 

OXIO OEG. Tel, 01491 83930S, fax: 01491 82S024. 

Founded 197S. Great deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer-, Project, Sony, 

Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and 

delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on selected 

items. l home cinema room, 2 listening rooms. 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diner's. Instant credit.

Tues-Fri 9-S.30, Sat 9-S. CDs and DVDs stocked.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 

Yeovil, Somerset BA20 I NE. Tel: O193S 479361 

S4 Bridge Street. Taunton. Tel: 01823 326688. 

www.mikemanningaudio.com.

The HiFi and A/V specialists.

The best in HiFi and Home Cinema from: AUDION 

VALVE, B&W, MILLER & KREISELL, DENON, 

DYNAVECTOR, DENSEN, FOCALE (JM Lab), 

HARMON KARDON, SIM Projectors and screens, 

HITACHI (Plasma and LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO, 

NAO, PIONEER (Plasma and AV) REVOLVER, 

REGA, ROTH 02 & 10 Series, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, 

SPENDER, TEAC, WELL TEMPERED turntables, 

YAMAHA. Dedicated Demonstration lounges 

for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. 

Home installations on most systems. Full seNice 

department. Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed 

Mondays (Yeovil) •Tuesday's (Taunton)

SOUTH WEST

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 0122S 874728. Give your 

ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 

any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 

a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 

around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge 

the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 

plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 

pur-chases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save money 

and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. CO^ 
Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced 

Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, 

Clear-audio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 

(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps; 

Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, 

CAT, ONM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 

Pass, Sonneteer-, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio 

Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 

NEAT. Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, 

Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 

Hovland, Nordost, Soniclink, Siltech, Yamamura 

Chur-chill. Mains: Accuphase.

STAFFOROSHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 0178S 2S8216. 

All that's best in Hi -Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Arcam, ART, 

Audiolab, Ayre, B&W, Focal.JM Lab, MJ Acoustics, 

Monitor Audio, Nairn Audio, Primare, Rega, REL, 

Rotel, Spendor, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia, Yamaha Pre 

Eminent We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest 

-free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems throughout Staffordshire and the 

Midlands. Opening hours Tues. • Sat 10.30-6.00, 

evenings by arrangement

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUOIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury

SYI IEN. Tel: 01743 2360SS.

Ema : I sales@creative-a udio.co.uk, 

www.cr-eative-audio.co.uk.

Internet prices - from a specialist shop!

One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema 

equipment outside London. Massive world-famous 

website, featuring huge savings on all the popular 

brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama, 

Beamax, BenQ, Cyrus, Dali, Oenon, InFocus Screenplay 

projectors, JM Labs, KEF, Mission, MJ Acoustics, 

NAO, Nairn, Onkyo, Optimum, Optoma Themescene, 

Partington, Pioneer-, Project, Q Acoustics, QED, Roksan, 

Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Velodyne, Wharfedale, 

Yamaha.

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be 

carbon dated, comfortable dem room with plasma 

and projector(and freshly ground coffee'). expert 

installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year 

guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used 

bar-gains etc etc ■ in fact everything you would expect 

from one of Europe's leading audio specialists.

See for yourself-visit ^wwxreative-audio.co.uk.

SUFFOLK

AUOIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North, 

Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 I HB. OIS02 S828S3 

info@audioimages-hifi.com - www.audioimages-hifi.com 

THE Hifi & Home Cinema shop.

From the smallest item to the largest custom install. 

Fully remote lighting systems.

A refreshingly different selection with Valve amps to 

transistor-, Cartridges to headphones & Turntables to 

Projectors. Helpful, friendly people to deal with. 

Synthesis, Rothwell, Shinpy^audio Volta, Sugden, 

Triangle, Castle, Michell, Screenplay, Lumley, Harman 

Kardon, Project, Rako, Sim2, Onkyo, Velodyne, Vincent, 

Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, Mirage, Hovland, 

Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Design, lsol-8, Ortofon, 

Goldring, Van den Hui, Townshend, Vifa & many others 

to list.

All full dealer facilities with separate dem room, repairs 

and servicing.

WIGAN

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 86-90 Boughton,

Chester CH3 SAQ. Tel: 01942 234202 or www.

adventur-esinhifi.com

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products from 

quality manufacturers including ARCAM, Bryston, 

Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAO, Quad, 

Dynavector, Resolution Audio, Sugden, Shahinian, 

Castle, Focal JM Lab, PMC, Project, Roksan, Spendor, 

Hutter-, Quadraspire, Chord Company, InFocus.

We offer friendly advice, excellent demonstration 

facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and installation 

throughout the North West Opening Hours 

10.00-S.30 Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 

appointment

WEST MIOLANDS

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford

ST17 4AH. Tel: 0178S 2S8216.

See our main entry under Cheshire.

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUOIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 

Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. MD, 

Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle, 

Denon, Harman- Kardon, Jama, JBL, Marantz, 

Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAO, Onkyo, Pure 

Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, 

UKD, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and motorway 

access. Mastercard, Visa etc

To advertise in the

Hl•FI
Dealer Directory, 

Call Graham Phillips 

on 0207 042 4037 now!

http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
udio.co.uk
http://www.cr-eative-audio.co.uk
audio.co.uk
mailto:info@audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
esinhifi.com


LÄ

HIFICHOICE
JANUARY 2007 ISSUE 289

ISSUE 290 S] FEBRUARY 2007^ ON SALE 11 JANUARY

®Triangle Magellan Concerto sw2 speaker

® Wilson Benesch Torus bass system

® Densen B-410 CD player

® Croft Micronaut pre/power amplifiers

® Pro-Ject Xpression 2 turntable

® Cyrus Pre Xvs and X Power amplifiers

® ALR Jordan Classic l loudspeaker
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2nd-hand shootout
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A £500 second-hand phono stage is close to vinyl heaven «'-•^P'SCH ,....^>v

I
f you enjoy vinyl, then a decent a 
phono stage is crucial to getting the 
best from your turntable. With a £500 
budget, there is a wealth of second-hand 

options available, many of which will have 
cost more than twice this when new.

We start with what are probably the 
most predictable choices; the Audio 
Research PH3 and Trichord/Michell 
Delphini. Launched in 1995, the PH3 is an 
American design, housed within a suitably 
impressive full-size case. A J-FET input 
stage and three, twin-triode valves 
combine to give the PH3 a unique sound.

Expect a warm, mellifluous sound and 
you'll be in for a surprise for; while the 
PH3 does have valve like qualities, it is by 
no means slushy. The J-FET input helps 
produce low background noise and, while 
not as dynamic as the more expensive

"All of these phono stages have 
something very special to offer"
Special Edition version, the PH3 still 
produces fine transient attack.

Although now replaced by the PH5 (also 
a hybrid), parts and service are still 
available for the PH3. It is also still 
possible to have a standard PH3 modified 
to SE spec, even if shipping it to the USA 
and back makes it a pricey option. With 
the PH3 having been popular new, there 
are plenty of second-hand examples on the 
market. Most will set you back between 
£600 and £700, but if you hunt around 
for long enough, a £500 example should 
be possible to find.

Around the same time as the PH3 was in 
its heyday, Michel I's ISO phono stage was 
also doing rather nicely. It's still a fine 
phono stage today, but then nothing like 
as effective as its spiritual successor, the 
Delphini. Launched around 1999, the 
Delphini was a ground-up design by 
Graham Fowler of Trichord. Unlike the ISO, 
the Delphini was user adjustable and all 
but the very first MKl versions could also 
accept a Moving Magnet cartridge.

Three versions were available ranging 
from £535 to El,850. Our budget should 

easily be enough for the middle, £900 
model. Although not given a specific title, 
this is the 'standard' model and is housed 
within twin polished-steel boxes. One o - 
these is the separate power supply and 
this is how you can tell it apart form the 
budget model, which uses a basic plug 
mounted PSU.

Although a solid-state design, the 
Class-A ICs give the Delphini a smooth 
and refined sound quality. The treble is 
sweet yet spacious, while imaging is 
probably the best in its class. As with all 
these phono stages, no moving parts 
means there's little to go wrong. Like the 
PH3, the Delphini is still serviceable and 
upgradeable. A complete board upgrade 
from Mkl to Mk2 is available from the 
factory for £350. Not bad for a pair of 
decade-old products.

Now for a couple of more unusual 
choices. First, we have the Kinshaw 
Perception. Few have heard of this 
twin-box phono stage, but its thorough 
design makes it worth seeking out. 
Designed by an ex-telecoms engineer, the 
perception was something of a labour of 
love. Like the PH3 and Delphini, the 
Perception is fully adjustable to different 
MC loads (via internally positioned 
resistors) and MM cartridges. Although it 
has been off the market for 10 years, it is 
still serviceable by Kinshaw's Cornish 
based parent company, Goingon. Like the 
Delphini, the high quality separate power 
supply imbued the Perception with a 
wonderful sense of space and depth. As 
little as £250 is enough for a tatty one, 
while £400 should buy a really nice 
example. Apart from the paint finish 
scuffing, the Perception is a remarkably 
durable phono stage.

Somewhat newer, but with a similar cult 
following is the Rogue Audio Stealth. The 
Stealth is an American design and hard to 
come by in the UK, despite now having UK 
distribution by Audiocraft. That said,

Above: Rogue Audio Stealth, Trichord Delphini

nearly new examples are available for 
around £400, which makes it well within 
our budget. Like the other phono stages 
here, the Stealth is built using high quality 
components. In this case, it's silver-plated 
cabling and heavy copper circuit boards 
that make the difference. Although it 
doesn't have the sophisticated hybrid 
design of its fellow American - the Audio 
Research PH3 - the Stealth is thoroughly 
well engineered and features a very 
substantial toroidal power supply. Fully 
adjustable for gain and cartridge loading, 
the Stealth is another phono stage that 
will cope with MM cartridges just as easily 
as MCs. With exceptionally low noise, the 
Stealth suits low output cartridges, and 
has speed and detail that can make the 
PH3 sound a little turgid. What it doesn't 
have, though, is the sweet treble of the 
Delphini or the lucidity of the PH3.

All of these phono stages have 
something very special to offer, but our 
overall choice would have to be the 
Delphini. It's a superb phono stage in its 
own right, but the fact that it can still be 
serviced and upgraded adds greater 
appeal. If your system sounds a little flat 
then a Stealth could be just the tonic, and 
a Perception at a bargain price makes a 
cracking and highly underrated buy. If 
you're still not convinced about the 
benefits of a separate phono stage, just try 
one of these. Trust us, you'll never go back 
to an integrated phono amp again I HFC 

Dominic Todd 
Next month - High-end headphones

2 SECOND -HAND BUYER lanuary 2007



DEFINITIVE AU D 1 o
Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

ITEM DESCRIPTION SALEE NEW

Lamm ML l . l Monos - less than 30 hours use £ l 2000 £20000
Clearaudio Goldfinger cartridge. Brand new in sealed box £4000 £5640
Croft ML Charisma X phono/line pre-amp £1500 £3000
Musical Fidelity IM senes DM25 CD transport + DAC - boxed, brand new 
(still has protective film on plugs and display) £3000 £4000
Tron Syren pre-amp with line + phono - 3 months old - boxed - borely used 

£4500 £7000
Mactone MA300B 20 watts 300B power amp - 30 hours use £3000 £8500
Macione XCX330 line pre-amp - l 0 hours use £3000 £8000
Esoteric XD l CD player - pertect - boxed - 10 months old £6000 £9600
SME V tonearm - standard wire - 10 years old £850 £1800
SME V tonearm - 1 month - standard wire £1400 £1800
Placelle passive line stage - 3 inputs - l 2v - remote control - 6 months old 

£900 £1800 :
Lkving Voice loudspeakers - various ex-demo, part-ex, seconds, Irom very 
young to very old please call

Tom Evans Groove Plus £1900 £3000
Rega Juptter CD player - professionally clocked + rebuilt with 
Black Gates £600
Audio Innovations P2 phono stage - completely standard £700
Transfiguration Esprtt - l 0 hours use - perfect ex-review bargain £600
Pathos 2 box pre-amp with remote control - spottess £ l 500 £950
Canary 903 4 box pre-amp - champagne facia - 3 months old - boxed 

£2850 £6500
Border Patrol 300B SE - Western Electric vaives - 8 watts - charmer £2500 £5000
Primare D30.2 CD player £650
Sugden Bijou mm/mc phono stage - l 00 ohms £400 £650
Sonus Faber Electa Amator - walnut - stand mount - lovely cond £1750 £3500
Art Audio PX25 - 5 watts - single ended stereo £2500 £4500
Avalon Arcus loudspeaker -maple £3500 £7000 |
Tube Technology Prophet pre-amp - 30 hours use £1250 £2500
Tube Technology Unisis Signature integrated -30 hours use £1250 £2500 ।
Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck with Rega RB300 tonearm, Reson Raca 
cartridge and Living Voice mat. £1000 £1633
Canary 608LV inlegrated amp, 25 watts with Living Voice upgrade £950 £3000
Unison Research Smart 300B class A power amp - l year old £2250 £4500
JPS Constrictor power cables -very nearly new £600 £1200
JPS SC3 intercnnect -very nearly new £400 £795
Revel M20 backshelf loudspeakers - Santon Rosewood - with stands £850 £2000
Linn Genki CD player £400 £1000
Nordosl Quattro Fii interconnect - l m set - boxed £400 £1000 '

Nordost Quattro Fii interconnect - 2m set - boxed £700 £1800 1

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
www.definitiveaudio.co.uk

mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.definitiveaudio.co.uk


shadow audio :)
Call 01592 744 779 for the best part-ex prices!
List changes daily so visit www.shadowaudio.co.uk regularly!

New Web Site launched
Visit the new Shadow Audio web site today, where you will 
find all the latest product information at your fingertips.

Meridian 200Transport and 203 DAC combo, absolutely mint example, great sound £349
Micromega Aria, black, ex HiFi Choice review model (£2150) £1595
Audio Research CD3 MK I, silver, unmarked condition, boxed (£4750) £ 1995
Shanling CDT-200, exc cond, boxed, r/c, gold legs (£2150) £1295
Naim CDX with NAXPS power supply, good condi, boxed, s, serial no. 170xxx £ 1900

— Arcam Diva 93t, silver, exc cond, boxed, manual, r/c, 1 yr old, (£1000) £595
Micromega Aria, black, ex HiFi Choice review model (£2150) £1595
Musical Fidelity DM25 DAC + Transport, only a few months old (£4000) £2995

QI Musical Fidelity kW SACD player, boxed, factory sealed box (£4000) £1995
— AVI Lab Series CD, current spec, boxed, unmarked condition (£1499) £1195

Shanling CDT300 Omega Drive, ex-dem, immaculate cond (£4000) £2995
Resolution Audio Opus 21, 2 box cd player, boxed, black/silver (£2950) £2295

Marantz SA-11 SI, mint cond, 6 months old!, champagne finish (£1999) £1395

Musical Fidelity TriVista 21 DAC, exc cond, manual, boxed (£1400) £695
Unison Research Unico Valve output CD, latest spec 24/192 model (£1250) £795

m
ise

 analogue

Bryston 4B-SST Power Amp, 2 months old!, black, 17" faceplate (£2750) £2249
EAR Yoshino 834T Hybrid Integrated, mint condition, boxed (£2800) £1995
Qinpu A1 .Ox, ex What HiFi review model, boxed in immac cond (£300) £230
Qinpu A-8000 MK II, ex HiFi World review model, boxed as new (£1295) £895
Parasound A21 Power Amp, immac cond, silver, only 1 yr old (£1500) £895
Musical Fidelity A308 pre-amp, immaculate, boxed, manual (£1999) £995
Musical Fidelity A5 Int, 250wpc, 6 months old, boxed, as new (£1499) £995

Musical Fidelity A5 Power Amp, 6 months old, boxed, immac (£1499) £995
Michell Alecto Monoblocks, exc cond, boxed (£2000) £695
AudioNet Amp 1 Power Amp, silver/blue display, boxed, mint (£3150) £2195
Bryston B-100 SST Int amp, unmarked condition, boxed (£2750) £1995
Bryston B60 SST Integrated, excellent condition, silver, boxed (£ 1600) £495
McIntosh C220 Pre, only 2 months old!, boxed in mint cond (£3300) £2795
Roksan Caspian MK2 integrated, boxed with manual and remote. £595
Roksan Caspian power amp MK2, boxed. Be quick - a steal at the price! £495 

Chord CPA2800 pre-amp+phono stage, £2800 new, in black, immac £1395 

Gamut D200 Power Amp, silver, immac condition, boxed (£3200) £1695

^2 Jungson JA-88D Integrated, pure class A, mint (£899) £749
— AVI Lab Series Power Amp, immac cond, less than 1 yr old (£1650) £995

Q. Eastern Electric M520 Int, What Hi-Fi 5 star review, 4 mnths old (£1539) £1095
g Naim NAC 102 Pre Amp, good cond, boxed, serial no. 142xxx £550

Naim NAP 250 Power Amp, good cond, boxed, serial no. 304xx £949
Manley Labs Neo Classic 300b Monoblocks, 25wpc, immac (£5895) £3995

Eastern Electric Minimax Pre, ex-dem, mint condition, boxed (£769) £649
Michell Orca Pre, excellent condition, boxed (£1600) £425
Kreil PAM 5 pre amp + phono stage, exc cond, legendary perf (£2000) £549
AudioNet Pre 1 G2, silver/blue display, mint (£2100) £1495

Cyrus Pre X VS, immac cond, only 5 mnths old!, one prev owner (£ 1000) £749
Nagra PSA Power Amp, very rare, only 6 months old!, immac, stunning £3595 

Audionet Sam V2 Integrated, silver, boxed, exc cond (£2400) £1195
ATC SIA2-150 Int amp, black, mint con..... as good as brand new (£2400) £1895
Shanling SP-8OC Monoblocks, exc cond gold legs, fully boxed (£2000) £1295
Unison Research Unico Line, only 3 months old!, boxed, manual (£950) £749
Unison Research Unico SE Int amp, mint cond, boxed, manual (£1375) £795
Bow Walrus Power Amp, boxed, exc cond, 150wpc (£3995) £ 1995
Bow Warlock Pre, boxed, exc cond, fully balanced, r/c (£3495) £1695
Pass Labs X1 Pre, mint cond, less than 1 yr old!, sep power supply (£4700) £3795

Hyperion 938, gloss black finish, immac cond, very low hours (£3750) £2995

Quad 989, Vintage finish, only 6 months old, boxed, mint cond (£5000) £3795
Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic, ex-disp, never played, fully boxed with warranty! (£845) £650J2 Acoustic Energy 1 Mklll, B stock, slight mark to front right corner (£1995) £1495

(p Wilson Benesch Arc, silver stands + side cheeks, immac cond (£2600) £1795
B&W CM4 speakers, in Rosenut, 5 years old, boxed £449

Oj Mission Elegante E82,1 yr old, boxed in superb condition (£1300) £749
(U Art Emotion Signature, maple, 1 yr old, boxed, immac cond (£9000) £6495

Q. Quad ESL-63 Electrostatics, mint condition!, vintage finish (brown grills) £1149
vn PMC FB1+, cherry, boxed, immac cond, few mnths old! (£1695) £1295

"□ Monitor Audio GR20, 2 yrs old, black, boxed, exc cond (£1500) £795
□ PMC OBI, in oak, boxed as new, 6 mnths old, simply stunning! (£2700) £1995

O JAS Audio Orsa, ex HiFi Plus review model, poplar tumor (£1399) £1149
ART Stiletto 6, maple, ex-dem, as new condition, fully boxed (£2000) £ 1395
JAS Audio Supertweeters, Review pair, sound awesome!! (£649) £595
Audio Physic Tempo 4, cherry, exd model, immaculate condition. (£2199) £1699
Audio Physic Virgo III, cherry, 6mnths old, boxed, as new (£3999) £2250

SME 20/2a, inc SME V tonearm, unmarked cond, few mnths old (£6300) £4495
Trichord Diablo phono stage, exc cond, only 9mths old, boxed (£750) £495
Wilson Benesch Full Circle, boxed as new, exc cond (£2100) £1495
Tom Evans Groove Plus phono stage, boxed, mint cond (£3600) £2395

Eastern Electric Minimax Phonostage, ex-d, mint, boxed (£1099) £895
VPI Scout inc JMW-9 tonearm, immac cond, boxed, very little usage (£1300) £1195
VPI Super Scoutmaster Signature, ex-disp, fully boxed, mint (£4995) £4250

Nordost Blue Heaven Speaker Cable, ex-dem, 4m pair, bi-wire (£489) £349

Isotek GII Minisub, silver front, current spec, immac cond (£545) £395
Naim Hi-Cap power supply, good cond, serial no. 304xx, superb £550
Isotek Mainline filtered mains cable, excellent condition (£200) £95
Isotek Mainline digital filtered mains cable, exc cond, stunning (£225) £110
Hovland Reference Speaker Cable, ex-dem, boxed as new, 8ft pair £795
Townshend Supertweeters, titanium finish, boxed as new, exd (£800) £649
Isotek Titan mains conditioner, few months old, boxed (£1500) £1095

Nordost Valhalla Spk Cable, 3m per side, bi-wire with z-plugs (£5700) £3995

List is updated daily on our web site.
HFC-SA/01/07

Heatherdale
eaudio limited

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BNl 4 OEJ 
Web: ^^w.hifi-stereo.com

E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com
Telephone: 01903 872288

Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

Speakers:
Origin Live OL-2 speakers £250
Kef Concord speakers £150
Eloc CL330 Jet speakers with stands £995
Revel Solon block gloss aluminium side panels (mint) £9995
Living Voice OBX R2 Speakers £2,800
Dynoudio Audience 7 speakers & stands £395
Holes Transcendence 5 Loudspeakers £2900
TDL RTL3 speakers £95
Tonnoy Westminster Royal HE speakers £9995

Pre-amps:
Nairn Noe 92 with Nop 90/3 amp
Proceed PAV pre-amp
Mork Levinson 26S balanced pre-amp
Mork Levinson ML28 with phono stage
Mork Levinson 380S pre-amp
Mork Levinson 25S phono stage with power supply

£595
£995

£2500
£995

£3495 
£1995

Amplifiers:
Audionote Neiro mono-blocks £5495
Mork Levinson ML383 integrated amp £2995
Closse CA201 amp £1995
Arcom Alpha 8P power amp £195
Koro Triode 1 OOSB £3500
Mork Levinson 432 Power Amp £4995
Mork Levinson 20.5 Reference Monoblocks £4500
Exposure 15 integrated amp £345

CD Players, Transports and DACs:
Denon DCD 590 CD player
Sony CDP M41 CD player
Pioneer PD-S502 CD player
Esoteric XOl CD/SACD player, ex-demo, mint, fully guaranteed 
Micromego Leader CD player

£60 
£60 
£95

£P0A 
£170

Miscellaneous:
Hitachi FT5500Mk11 tuner £125
Sony ST-SE570 tuner £60
Accuphose DS 1200V power supply £3495
Technics ST-GT550 tuner £65
Winds stylus gouge £425
TransparentMusicwove-plus speaker coble 1 Oft, pair £425
Nokomichi 680 three head cassette deck £345
Kimber .75 metre KS2020 digital coble (mint) £250

Turntables, Cartridges and Tonearms:
Audio Tekne cartridge with step-up transformer £2495
My Sonic Eminent cartridge (new) £2750
Project 9c S carbon fibre silver wired arm £375
Trichord Delphini with power supply £595

Main Dealer for:
Marie Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Salzano Villetri speakers, SME, 
Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com


Aristocratic sound for aristocratic music lovers

'7e Ultimate ICI.Nog ceiityine Class Æ ^^re Unttheiated 'trimrihlicr

VERDICT WWW
DE NON

Highly open, transparent and musical sound makes 
this one of the surprises of the year. Thoroughly 
recommended
(hi-fi world). Victor •JVC

HIFI ICI
* OUR BEST SELLER Five years warranty Made in Japan

.NC analog reference allows you to enjoy a sound quality that is cl^st ever to that of the original master. 
The AX-SD1 GD reprints our ¡idea of 'no-interference energy amplification to achieve the purest of pure 
sound. First there's the independent 3-bllock construction separating the power amp, preamp and control •
action, to prevent even the slightest interference. Then, the signal paths are trimmed to the shortest length 
possible, to keep signals contamination-free. Finally, the extra thick powrer coble enters the chassis through 
a hole in the bottom plate, directly running to the power transfo^rs, reducing power-related interference. • 
Parts and circuits, including terminals on the rear panel are laid cut in total symmetry for the left and right • 
channels, to ensure the sense of true stereo that gives substance to the music. Also, the th^^coint •
suspension provides an unshakeable support to the entire unit

PMA2000
Made in Japan

The cheapest but most expensively made Amplifier of All time
Ultra HighCmentMOS 
Single FA.Jsh-PullCircuit 
160+160.V 4 ohms 
8!MIO.V 8 ohms
Highly Rigid Separated Chassis

• PrecsionMa:hancalGround
• Corstruction, to Thorcugh^ suppræs 
Vibration
• High - Performace MIMI8MC Alono 
equaliser
• Pre out TerinaS
• Weight 24Kg

Have you experienced the resolute, roaring undertones played by the Berlin 
Phillarmonic's strings? How about the piercing howl of the New York Phillarmonic's 
trass? Have you heard the subtlest nuances woven into a taperstry of music?

Introducing the Y Series intergrated amplifiers-the L-509f, L-507f and L-50&t 
First class performances and first-class music are best played back by first-class 
audio equipment, such as Luxman's. The history of the T Series started with the 
seperate power and preamplifier (M-7f and C-71).The series has met an enthusiastic 
response from many music fans and audiophiles alike. The new intergrated amplifiers 
are all capable of presenting an ephemeral excitement just before music starts, and 
releasing potential energies contained in music. They are also superoor in recreating 
the natural sonority of music as it's played live Play your favorite music and find the 
thrills and wonders you never knew. Great music always sound wonderfully 
great with Luxman.

LUXMAN

Technics
The 2000 Series is Technics top of-the line seperate component system, Cf;lie, 2 OOO $^^^
featuring the SE-A2000 power amp and SU-C2000 control amp. 
Exclusive components with ingenious circuit construction.
Sturdy, attractive designs. Incredible sound quality. In other words, 
a system that's the closest thing yet to audio perfection
Original innovations in circuit technology

Quality -MOS Class M
The best device for use in an amplifier's output stage is the 
MOS - FET ( metal oxide semi-conductor field effect transistor). 
In contrast to the common bi-polar transistor which is a current 
amplification device, the MOS-FET uses input voltage to amplify 
output current, much like vacuum tube. This gives the MOS-FET

Technics Stereo integrated Amplifier SU-VSXOM2
• New class A circuitry for cleCI', undistorted sound
• 50X2 output power RMS, 1KHz,4ohms)
• 30X2 RMS, 2DiZ-2G<HZ, Bohms)
• Quiet Phono EQ Circuitry

Made in Japan

outstanding transfer characteristics particularly in terms of linearity, 
as confirmed by its audibly superior sound quality

• ...brings the lushness and beauty normally reserved for the province of valves.. 
( Review Hi Fi News Magazine )
Available only in Black

Made m Japan 
MX-D1 Stereo Digital Power Amplifier
Anyone familar with the Yamaha name knows that we have always been 
dedicated to providing "natural sound"in its truest sense- audio 
reproduction that sounds as close as possible to the real thing. 
Given our success with other digital products and having the most 
advanced digital technology at hand, our engineers decided tofocus 
on creating a truly superb digital amplifier-one that would utilize the 
benefits of digital technology without its drawbacks to deliver incredibly 
accurate and pure natural sound. The result Is the MX-01.
Prepare to be amazed and delighted.
Simply the best Digital Amplifier in the World

QYAMAHA

Putting you in the same room as the Musicians

AX-396 stereo integrated Amplifier Rock-solid Power
• Top-Art withpure direct switch
• Min.RMS Power6ClX2 SoAms
• Dynanic power /eh (8'4/2otvns)100'14G'150w
• DVD A ready with extended frequency response
• 8.7 kg
Three years Warranty

For full information on these products please call : 020 83743958- 020 7272 0922
For a sound to remember Classic Hi-Fi Bringing you Closer To The Musical Truth



hifi$ound by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts in the North East
hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 ^E Tel: 01325 241888 Email: choice@hifisound.co.uk 

NEW DEMONSTRATORS INCLUDE: AYRE ACOUSTICS 7 EVOLUTION SERIES, CHORD ELECTRON/CS CHORAL RANGE, WADIA 302, 
USHER DANCER 8571 MK2

Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Atacama, Audio Analogue, AVI, Ayre Acoustics, Chord Cable, Chord Electronics, Consonance, Creaktiv, Custom Design, 
Esoteric, Grado, lsotek, Kudos, Monitor Audio, Nbien, Neat, Opera, Pathos, Primare, Pure, Resolution Audio, Revolver, Roksan, Shanling, Standesign, 

Sugden, System Audio, TEAC, Triangle, Unison Research, Usher Audio, Van Den Hui, Wadia and more!

lííiiínri  .............. " ■   * - —■————•

... what are you up for?
Digital

^^tage COS1, ex boxed BARGAIN!!!
AArcarn C072T, black REDUCED
ArAtcam rN79 REDUCED
to C0192 (Upereded 82), as nnew boboxed 
to CD23 Silwf, excellent
Audio AuAnak>goe Masand 192"?4 ex dem 
Audioomiomeca ^boisto bonded, ex boxeded remoce 
Audio Synt^^ Tra^ceed RelJtlaxDjusteleVar. 
AVI 21'.X Reference CO pla^r REDUCED 
AVI 2000 DAC very rare off board unit REDUC ED 
Ayre Acoustics Cx7, as new boxed, beautiful 
Cambridge Audio 640C. ex remote boxed 
Chord DAC64, superb upgrade 
^nson^ce CD Rei 2.2, ex dem boxed 
Canson^ce CD120 Un'-" ex dem telain 
Copland CD266, ex remole new l^r
Cyrus Ouanra, Live tuner, UNDER HALF PRICE! 
Esotenc rNSOS new, tUB warranty, LAST ONE!
Heart CI^06CX, manded lube player boxed 
Kreh KAVJOXD, as new boxed
Marant CD17 Kl Signature, excellent 
Marantz DR^60 rrarber Live remote 
Meridian 50 563 DAC uboraand to 56, ex 
Meridian 200 Transport excellent order 
Menden 203 DAC excellent
Mcromega DAC1 excellent
Mcromega T-drive and Tdac nr mint boboxed 
Mona^ DIP egc REDUCED
Musical FFtdelity X24K REDUCED
Musical FFldekty Kw SACD as new REDUCED AGAIN 
MusK:al Fidelity X-Ray, excellent, boxed REDUCED 
Mususica1F^Ftdelity3.2,nr mintboxed
NAIM CD3, ex boxeded with remote 
NAlM CDSX,as new
NVA Trmransparenl Statement, ex crated REDUCED 
ProProce PDT2, nr mint boxed REDUCED 
Shanling CDT100, excellent order

CDT30 as new
Slello DA200DAC/PRE, 241192 U^plieg, ^W! 
Stello CDA20SE , a STEAL
Stello CDA330 (new £1650), as new boxed
Sugden Bijou CD Master
TACT Audio Cg?.: ^boxeded
TAG Mclaren DAC20, as new boxed 
TAG Mclaren CD20R, as new boxeded 
TEAC P1, rare as Mega Tr^andrt 
TEAC VADS9, excellent, remote 
Tric^xd Pulsar OAC, as new ( !̂)

Radio and Recorders
AVI lab Series vgc, ex dem
AVI S2 V to WW^D 
Harman Kardon TU970 DAB/FM New
Linn Kubos excellent
NakamichiCRIE
Pure 701ES, new
Quad 99, as new boxed 
Rega Radio REDUCED 
Revox B760,exceltent 
Sony mES DAB Tuner 
Techrics STG100 superb am ery rare DAB tuner 
Tcehnice SJMD150, sought after minidisc reco^
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Amplifiers
Acrostic Arts^p t ex, boxeded
Accent Arts^p 2HP ex, boxeded
Accoaslic Arts Pre 1 and Pow 1, excellent, £6k + new
Arcam ^ FMJ C30 Preamp ex boxeded REDUCED
Arcamm A85 ex boxeded REDUCED
Arcamfl.:32.,ex&sitverLiveremote
Ar^i P35, ex silver
Audio« Research LS7 Preamp
Audio« Research 0130 ^, ex
Audio« Research 070 PPowerr, ex REDUCED
Audio« Reseesearch SP12 Pre, ex REDUCED
Audio« Research SP14 Pre, ex REDUCED
Audio« Syntess Desire Monot^chs,CXle ofl beauties
Audio Valve EcliEclipse Preamp, ex boxeded
Audio Valve Bak!ur 200 ^ro^acks- iborediWe (Cl0k new) 
AVl S20 Integrated, fantastic obe box CUIpeon REDUCED 
Cairn Mea Monot^^.ex in silver
Cairn Ion T2 Moro^^s, mint in black
CoConrad Johnson PV121Premier1 la, as new boxed
Conson^ce Signature 10, v love^2A3 valve integrated
Cbosenlabe Rei &8, Live remote, uses 6565 to pe.veffecl
Coumcrx'iT SA12 H^hd newer, ex boxeded, v nice Lined
CCyrus 5 Integrated, ex boxeded REDUCED
Cyrus 7 Integrated, ex boxeded
Graaf WBT2 and 3050/SCl Pre^^r combo, ex boxeded
Ill MA^A1^A100 Pre^lver x:2 k:Jvety combo NW 
Krell KSA1008, just fantastic
Krell KAV30i, excellenl boxeded
Krell KAV400xi, excellent boxeded
Unn Kol^OT, excellent
Linn Kaim Pro, excellent boxed,
Linn LK100 power, ex boxed REDUCED
Linn LK140 newer, ex
Linn Majik, ex, cJw remote, barbargain Linn intro, REDUCED
Lm LK85, excellent
Linn Klout, excellent
Macintosh MA6500 Integrated, ex, remote, boxed
Marantz PM66SE Kl Signature, excellent with remote
Marant MA563 Mbooblboxeds
Museal Fidelity Ato Pre^wr bobo, vgc
Musical Fidelity The Preamp REDUCED
Musical Fidelity M3 Nu Vtsta Integrated, ex boxed
NAIM 7211801ICAP bole/prelpower/ps combo REDUCED
NAIM 92/90 pre,/^r combo ex boxeded, REDUCED
NAIM NAC32.5pre RECUCE
n::m nwi«^ boxed. reduced again
Ouad 99 Power, excellent boxed
Quad 606 Mk1 Power
CNad 50 Linens REDUCED
Quad 44 Preamp, 405 and 405l2£ Power ambo NON from
Ouad^203,vgc for year flllly serviboxed
Regere E20a, integrated valve amp, v nice ednde
Rothwell lndus pre and Refl^m momo, ex boxed
Role! RC995 superb preamp wrth system remote REDUCED
Rote! RA03 integrated, ex boxeded
Rolel RMB1066,6 channel, ex boxeded
Sonic Frontier Anthem Pre IL and Power 1,BARGAIN!
Stello DA200DAC/PRE , 241192 Upsamplirq, WON/!
Stello M203 MonoUnces
Sugden AU21 Fywer. vgc In bM ,
TAG Mjboren PA10, as new boxeded quality pre
TAG Mclafen 60P ^er amp, as new boxed
Tube Tandno^y Prophet Pre excellent Call
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Speakers
AifiiCan "rsrgy AE2, ex bladt
Acupope Energy Aegis EEVO 3 in ^te as nnew
Audic^chor M3 Sfo^active CT^^wrs, nnew £4k+, arnaaeg 
AV! I^sitron Mk2 in Walnol Burr REDUCED
AVI NuNeutron, cal for details 
B&W CDM2SE
B&W 704, excellent boxed
Castle Remand 3, excellent boxeded
Celechco SL6,0K condfoon wlh^bos
Celeandn Sl6S, excellent «example of seminal sstandmount 
DueYel Bena Luna, details to Wfol
JM Lab Chorus 714, excellent boxed 
KEF Qt, as new walnut
KEF 05, cosm^caly challeeged in blach ash, CHEAP!
Linn KelLk, absolute bargain!
Lin lsobarik, excellent
Livieg Voice Audiorium, ex boxeded 
Martin Legan Aerius, ex boxed 
Mirage FRx9, boxed in beech c/w active subs, mega! NOW 
Mission 752F, in ro^^and excellenl
Montor Audio GS20 as new
Monrtor Audio Radius 270 excellent
Monrtor Audio GR10 nr mini boxed in silwrr REDUCED 
Monitor Audio RSS, ex dem in cherry
Monrtor Audio Bronze Raege and of line ststock NEW 
Mon^n Audio FPF1CX exceltent. ri^Conradipelles NW 
NAIM Credo,excellent boxed in chechera 
Nbiefl DXS Standmount ex dem, boxeded NW 
Neat Audioustics Motlve 3 Cherry, as new boxeded 
Neat AudiouSics Pettte 3 SE ^ Ultimatum boas drivers NON 
Proac Studio 150 cherry REDUCED 
0^ 11L Standmoonl, - REDUCED NON FROM 
R^lver RR3 ex dem, well r^^ed bargain
Revolver RW16, excellent cheny boxeded 
SFsFtot^ft^SF  ̂
Spendor M£ nr mint boxed in cbe^ 
Spendor LS3/Sa, in black 
Spenbor BC3, Due in 
Taedberg Studio Monit°‘ Large! 
Usher Audio S320 as new
Usher Audio R737, ex dem
Usher Audio 8871mk2, call for details
WAD KLS9 kit, profeas^l CNC cabs REDUCED

Accessories/Systems
Audio ioquest Python RCA 1m REDUCED
:i S50I _ Ref CD, r:ner, Integrated ? Salve ads!!!
Chord Anthem RCA Im
Chord Chorus RCA 1m
Chord Indigo, as new solve loads!
H ^Kardon AVR635-was £100
lsotek N^, cancelled order SAVE LOADS
JBL Control 1, Cheaper than Mr Richer
Lin Claasik K with onboard tuner, as new boxeded
Musical Fidelity X10Dv3 excellent
Museal Fidelity Xcanv3 as new
Naim Hicap original
Nairn Hicap in ollve
Stello CDT200, DP200 and par mooos, (£51h new)
TEAC CRH255 One box mini with DAB, new
TEAC ^CN20 DVD player and AG7D 6.1 amp x/d solve £150
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Analogue
AnLin A080, ^wo fifinish ex reedition
Arislon AD80, black finish ex coedition
AnAris1onAO1lScJwlnfilnfrVtyBadr:Wdowpexcellen!
Clearaudio Ref, TOl arm. acerate cart, (new £^30)
COletaOOio Smart ^co "‘6len1 i1 thieg
Clearaudo Matnx cieaninu m1c
Ctearaudio Exact Stylus gauge
Clearaud« Ambient c/w Carbon Satisfy aarm {£329 new)
Dyna^or, OV20, excecel minimal use
E^TOmpen^EPt, ^^mo, L^^^p/s, NWONLY
JBE SlateSeries J^iss«nn4 rare as..
KinandwBemopition shobosfagleaod pls
LFD MMD Pboro stege
lim LP12, lttok LVll
Lin LP12, Ol DC Kil
Linn LP12, Valhalla, to arm
Linn lt 12", VERY VERY RARE ITEM, REDUCED
Lim LP12, LVX arm, ^ed order
ManllCOre Mantha, RB250, excellent Dargain
MieheU iSO^exam, excellent groundbreaking bophone s^e
Michell Orbe, full lverash AC rroto’
Mic:hn Transcnptore Reference Hydrauli^luid arm, NON
MieheU Tsocoarm, excedem boxeded
Mias«nn4oegiralarm
MRM Source, c/w large p/s, REDUCED
Mu&cal Fidelity XLPS, oegiral ^be asnew boxeded
Musical Fidelity XLPv3, excellent
NAIM Stageline, excelled
Oracle Delboi3, excellent bargain
Oracle Delphi 3 with OL kit
Lr Gin Lilve Ultra dech with of board p/s SME CUI NW
Oi iy in Live OL1 with stub med and fun rewire
Ortrun MC25FL. exce^ boxeded
Ortofon Kontreguntf B,excellen1
Ortofen MC20 Supreme, excellent boxeded
Piok Triangle LPTIRB250, the dem l\oe se
PinkTriangle PT1
Projust APMS, exceltent ex dem
Projust Classic Che^, ex Live G1542 cert,REDUCED
Project Tube boxed, MINT as new, boxed
Rega R^, excellent
RoRoksann Xerxes, Live RB30 excellent
RoksonXeres, ex in stunning ronewand,SMEcjt,NON
Rokson Radius r, as new, REDUCED
SME 30, excellenl boxed
SME IV, «calent
Systle^kllX99
TechnicsniceSL150SME309
Tecfnice SLl210mk2 IlilJhli^mostic use only
Therms TD124, ex sedition
^Thoreos TD165 boboxed, REDUCED
TheThe TD12SISME299, REDUCED
TheThe TDI^^^e vgc, REDUCED
Tom Evans Mic^r^lve. ex dem
Traranptore Saturn. fair, NNON ONLY
Tr^sorip^ SketetonLive^ai, REDUCED
TrtcTricho<dlJel>""andf"s
Tric^rb Diaple and oo Nelver Condemed PSU ex dem
TrcricOd DDiabloi, add on PSU1 ex dem
lk>yd Voyd, Hefinis Orion excecelLive oflboard bos
^d Valdi, excellent Live offbo^ bos
VPI 16.5 Cleanif"J Machire, call ‘-or details
VP1 Scope Live JMW arm, ex boxed
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Tel 0845 6019390 lo-call, or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
Quality hifi equipment always required for cash ... Call us before you trade in ... Commission Sales too

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CALL TO SPEAK TO A REAL PERSON TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5-ISH

turntableworld!
Aesthetix Rhea - the best phono stage you will ever hear?

SME 20/2a - the one you always wanted. Graham Phantom - really not that scary - Moth, VPI, Clearaudio RCMs - what a difference 
Our Dern facilities offer a wide selection of all types of analogue equipment from all the best brands including...

Aesthetix, Clearaudio, Decent Audio, Dynavector, Tom Evans, Goldring, Grado, Graham, Hadcock, Lyra, Michell, Moth, Nottingham Analogue, Origin 
Live, Ortofon, Project, Roksan, Rothwell, Graham Slee, Shure, SME, Sumiko, Transfiguration, Trichord, Whest Audio and Wilson Benesch and VPI.

fUrntab/eWOf/df is at hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington DL3 ?TE
Tel 01325 241888 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

mailto:choice@hifisound.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk


THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE AOS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG Private ads [ 2nd Hand HiTi & Home Cinema Buyer:

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town 
or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to: 
dan.george@fuuturenet.co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-R 
Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl • 
6NW. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only. 
i ' '
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AMERICAN MAGAZINES (49) 
The Perfect Vision, the Absolute 
Sound, Surround Professional, 
Widescreen Review and 
Stereophile Guide to Home 
Theater. Buyer collects, make an 
offer for the lot. Scottie 07762 
021618 (Sussex).
ARCAM ALPHA 10 Dave AV 
207 amp with processor. Alpha 
10 power amp, nine channel 
lOOwpc, programmable remote, 
mint, boxed. (E2,650) E1,350 
01772 745553 (Lanes)
ARCAM CD72T (black), E195. 
NAO C350, E150. Mission 780 
speakers (beech), El50.
Cambridge Audio S700 DAC, 
E35. David 01344 427229 
(Berkshire).
AUDIOSYNTHESIS Transcend 
CD transport, El,350. Perpetual 
technologies PIA/P3A modnqht 
signature II power supply 
upgrade, fl,l50ono. All items 
mint and boxed. 01455 212362 
or 07795 671932 (Warks).
AVI TRIO excellent floorstanding 
speakers. Almost new, series 
nrl3-07. Components from 
Scanspeak-Vifa- Volt. Available for 
tests with or without your 
electronics, cherry colour El,800. 
+0039 022150930 or email 
fedepenzo@hotmail.com (Italy).
B&W DM601 S3 speakers, 
unmarked, as new condition in 
sorrento. Boxed etc, E 180. Apollo 
Olympus 50cm stands, mint work 
very well with B&Ws, E35. May 
deliver, readvertised due to time 
waster. Chris 01766 781211 
(Harlech).
B&W 604 S3 black, four months 
old, boxed, mint condition, 
(£800) E600. Thomas 07835 
056237 (Notts).
B&W 704 in rich American 
Walnut. 18 months old, perfect 

condition and boxed, E800. Nairn 
flatcap x2, 10 months old, only 
powered CD player, perfect 
condition, boxed, E400 delivered 
in UK. 07729 458836 (Northern 
Ireland).
BONNEC TIMPANO preamp 
with phono stage. Latest spec, 
E3,500. Linn Klout power amps 
x2. Can split, E850 each. 01704 
536852 or 07736 269707 
(Merseyside).
CHORD CHAMELION 
interconnects, 1 x5m, 1x2m 
phono to phono, ideal for active 
subs. Can seperate, make me an 
offer. Buyer collects or pays 
postage. Scottie 07762 021618 
(Sussex).
CYRUS DVD7 mint condition, 
silver, with Russ Andrews Oak 
Cone Feet. Excellent sound and 
picture and fantastic with CD 
playback. Can demo, E350. 
01234 306930 (Bedford) 
CYRUS CDS with PSX-R, 
Audiolab 8000S and 8000PX 
pre/power, Mission 753 Freedom 
very good condition, E 1,500, may 
split. 07881 601783 (Berks).
DENON CDR-M30 CD recorder 
E120. Nordost Cineflex speaker 
cable, 2x6m, E50. Toshiba 
SD350E DVD player E50. Denon 
RCD-100 CD/amp/tuner in one 
box, E175. All excellent condition. 
01285 862539 (Cirencester). 
EPOS M12 plus Epos original 
stands, cherry, (E495/E130) 
E299ono. Chord DAC 64 Mk1, 
(E1,995) £899. Email: 
pbjernkl@yahoo.co.uk or call Paul 
07748 485668 (London).
HAND BUILT equipment stand, 
four glass shelves, turned 
mahogany legs with carpet spike 
bases. 107x43x66cm (WxDxH). 
19cm between shelves, vgc, E50. 
01255 814016 (Clacton).

GRYPHON CALLISTO 2200 
integrated amplifier. 200 watts, 
vgc, terrific clarity and dynamics. 
(E4,500) E2,250. 07968 189647 
(London).
KORATO KTAlOO dual mono 
power amp. Class A 100 watts/ 
channel, RCA inputs, lightly used 
and comes boxed, E700ono. 
01457 834465 (Manchester).
KRELL KAV-250A Two stereo 
250 watt power amps in very 
good condition, owned from new. 
Single ended and balanced inputs 
and outputs. (E3,250) E1,600 
each. REL Storm Ill in very good 
condition. Light oak finish, owned 
from new. Unused since service 
by REL. (E1,000) E500. 01253 
729944 evenings. (Lanes).
LINN KLIMAX power amplifier, 
pair of 500 solos, £6,500. Pair of 
Chakra 500 twins, £2,750 each. 
Excellent condition, boxed, 
interconnects. Barrie 01323 
487781 (East Sussex).
LINN SONDEK LP12 Lingo PSU, 
Ittok arm, Dynavector Karat 17D2 
(new). All mint and superb sound, 
E1,250ono. Custom made six-tier 
equipment rack, spiked top and 
bottom. Looks great sounds 
better, (E700) E210. Call for more 
information Andy 0115 9126424 
(Midlands) . Cl

BUYING TIPS
Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 
component could be trouble - have a proper dem, and judge the seller 
as well as the goods!

AUAS OR NORDOST Red Dawn 
interconnect. 07810 1039008 
(Yorks).
AUDIO TECHNICA ATllOO 
tonearm, will pay E50. 01462 
456006 (Herts).
BRYSTON 3BST power amp 
01803 523553 (Paignton).
MUSICAL FIDELITY PlSO power 
amps, will collect, must be vgc. 
077 33 167226 (W.Yorks).
MUSICAL FIDELITY TRI-VISTA
DAC21 in mint condition. Willing 
to pay good price. No scratches or 
dents please and fully functioning. 
07772 291425 ((Tyne and Wear).
PINCH ROLLER part number 
642-001 for Ferrograph Series Y 
open reel tape deck. 01592 
750643 (Fife).
PIONEER A300R precision 
amplifier. 1970's Sugden A21 a.
Onyx A02l. Nytech. Nairn Nait 
amp. Inca Tech Claymore.
Sonneteer Campion amp. Nordost 
Red Dawn. 07810 103908 (West 
Yorkshire).
STAX OMEGA electrostatic 
earspeakers up to fl,000 for mint 
condition example. 01333 311247 
(Scotland).
WHARFEDALE 708 speakers 
023 8073 8935 (Essex).
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[ 2nd Hand Hi•Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Private ads
*

FOR SALE

Cl LUXMAN 0322 CD player 
with variable output, boxed, in as 
new condition with manual and 
remote, El50ono. John 07855 
121587 (W.Yorks).
LS3/ SA ORIGINAL BBC 
Chartwell speakers on stands, 
offers. KEF Concerto speakers, 
EBO. Marantz CD63 Mkll Kl, 
£175. Kenwood KX-5010 cassette 
recorder, £50. Denon TU660L 
AM/FM tuner, £55. 01865 
882507 (Oxon)
MARANTZ PM66SE amplifier, 
£75. CD52 MKll CD player, £45.
Trio KTlOOO tuner, vintage 1970, 
professional re-fit in 2005, £70 
0113 2506743 (W.Yorks).
MERIDIAN 200 CD and 203 
D to A, pair of Linn Kaber 500 
speakers powered by Linn LKl 
preamp and Dirak power supply. 
Linn LK280 power amp, spark 
power supply, tri-wired, all in 
unmarked condition in original 
boxes. Needs to go, best sensible 
offer secures. 01242 577777 or 
07831 762500 (Cheltenham). 
MERIDIAN M2 active 
loudspeakers, two 70 watt amps 
in each enclosure. Mint with 
original stands. Gladly demo 
bring your own CDs, £425 ovno. 
Leeson HL 1 horn loudspeakers, 
mint, and very rare in this 
condition, f375ovno. Call for 
more information 020 8678 
1930 or 07985 520619 
(London).

Above: Townshend lsolda OCT

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenetco.uk or alternatively, use the postal form 

® below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly 
k; also include your telephone number and home town or county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.

Name _ 
Address

Daytime telephone
Date__________________________________________

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:
§ Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW.
L — — — — — — — — — — — — — _ — — — — — — — —

MONITOR AUDIO GOLD REF 
10 loudspeakers, rosewood/ 
mahogany. Superb condition, one 
year, old, (£800) £425. 01472 
346462 (Lines).
MUSIC FIRST passive preamp, 
(fl.500) £895. Hegel H2 power 
amp 150 wpc, balanced/unbal 
outputs, (£2,500) £795. Linn 
LP12 turntable, afromosia, no 
arm, vgc £192. 01202 767873 
(Dorset).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC V3 
£275. X-10 v3 £175. X-PSU v3, 
£150. Or all three together, £550. 
01603 440405 (Norwich).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-PRE V3 
preamp and XP200 power amp, 
mint, boxed, fl,250. Saverio 
01332 843758 (Derbys).
MUSICAL FIDELITY AlOOl
Class A integrated amplifier, 200 
watts, mint, with box, manual, 
etc, superb. (£2,500), £800. Linn 
Classic one box CD system, dark 
green, as new condition, with 
remote, cables, etc. £650. Ruark 
Epilogue II loudspeakers, mint, 
boxed, £220. Mick 01252 
870861 (North Hampshire).
NAO 524 CD player, £125. T562 
DVD, £125. Both remotes and 
instructions. Optimum 6000AV 
stand, chrome legs, £150. Buyer 
collects 07976 956298 (Devon). 
NAIM CDS2/ XPS, 1999, black, 
£3,000. NAC52, 1996, Supercap, 
1998, black, boxed, £3,000.
NAP135 (pair), recapped in 2001,

Advertisement 

boxed, fl,300. 0191 4217905 
(South Shields).
NAIM LINN LP12 (modded) 
Nairn Armageddon power supply. 
Nairn Aro tone arm, £750, good 
condition. 01453 750183 
evenings or weekends.
(Gloucester).
NAIM NAC 82 preamp (1999), 
with black style napsc, remote, 
leads, plug-ins, manual, box. Can 
demonstrate, fl,025 ono. 07973 
785360 (Sussex).
QUAD L-SERIES subwoofer, 
boxed, one month old. High gloss 
rosewood finish, 300 watts, 
f450ono. 01580 241491 (Kent).
QUAD 31/ 306 pre/power amp. 
Grey, heavy duty speaker 
connectors and new caps. 
Excellent condition, £250 pair. 
0121 382 0145 (Birmingham).
QUAD 99 preamp, £375. 99 FM 
tuner, £350, mint boxed, free 
Thorens TD160 turntable if both 
bought. Spare 99 remote, £20. 
Russ Andrews four-way Yello 
power block, £30. 023 8073 
8935 (Essex).
QUAD 99 preamp, Quad 909 
power amp unused. As new, 
f900. 0191 4171669 after 6pm 
(Tyne and Wear).
QUANTUM Ill space v. time 
speaker cable (two-metre 
lengths), £125. 01803 523553 
(Paignton).
REGA ELA speakers, black ash. 
Arcam Alpha CD, Alpha 3 
amplifier. Aiwa AD-F810 
three-head cassette deck. 
Sennheiser HD520 headphones. 
Equipment rack, cables and 
interconnects, £200. Martin 
01603 471204 (Norwich).
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ROTEL SYSTEM; RCD-02 CD 
player, RA-01 amp, (£630) £350, 
silver, two years old. QED Qunex 
3 interconnect, (£40) £20.
Wharfedale 9.1 speakers in beech 
(£180) £95. Only a couple of 
months old. All items boxed, mint 
and can be posted or collected. 
Lee 01384 412234 (West 
Midlands).
RUSS ANDREWS Powerblock 
with Megaclamp, eight sockets, 
one year old, perfect condition, 
fl65ono. Audioquest Indigo + 
speaker cable, 2x3mtr pairs, fitted 
with 4mm QED Airloc banana 
plugs. Excellent condition, 
f60ono. Ray 01900 606650 
(Workington).
SONAB OA14, two pairs for spares 
or repair, £100. leak FM tuner £65. 
Pioneer F91,£110. Mark, after 
8.30pm 01474 708631 (Kent).
SPENDOR SSE floorstanding 
speakers in maple, 22 months old, 
bi-wireable. Collection preferred, 
(£,1200) £750. Marantz CD17 
MkllM, silver, 22 months old, (£800) 
£375. Sony SACD/DVD player, 
unmarked, (£500) £150. David 
07970 072290 (Morpeth).
TEAC Tl transport disc clamp 
mechanism, (£600) £295. TAG 
Mclaren DAC20, (£1,400) £595 
both mint box and manuals. 07939 
579253 (London).
TOTEM ARRO, Dreamcatcher, 
centre, lynx dipole, rears. Maple, 
boxed, mint, £1,450. 07891 533084 
(Swansea).
TOTEM DREAMCATCHERS and
Apollo AZ6 stands, maple, six 
months old, as new with guarantee 
boxes and books, (£595) £395. 
01823 401181 (Somerset).
TOWNSHEND ISOLDA OCT 
speaker cable 2x2.5 metre pair, will 
split, (£300) £150. Also Townsend 
OCT interconnects, un/balanced and 
call 01208 76455 (Bodmin).
VAN DEN HUL FROG moving-coil 
cartridge, £725. New March 2006, 
only 60 hours use. 07729 626598 
(Essex).
WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 9.1 
speakers, (£180) £95.
Award-winning speakers in 
immaculate condition with box and 
packaging. Only a few months old. 
Denon DM31 CD receiver, (£230) 
£125. Comes fully boxed and in 
absolutely pristine condition. Lee 
01384 412234 (West Midlands).
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audiolab

Pure Audio Precision

With the lowest noise floor and

recorded CD player. The

’Jitter measures just 8 Picoseconds 
- one of the lowest levels ever

8000CD
8000CDE

8000S
8000Q
8000P

8000M
8000AV
8000X7

noise floor is reduced through 
the use of our unique ‘Lazy servo' 
mechanism, capable of an EIAJ 
dynamic range of I I IdB.

'jitter'* measurements in their 
class, the Audiolab 8000 series 
CD player and integrated amplifier 
represent a superb combination. 
Engineered to be absolutely pure 
in their presentation, noting is 
added - nothing removed - 
just pure audio precision.

Astonishing at its 
modest price point’

Hi-Fi World (December 2006)

To find your local dealer visit WWW.audiolab.co.uk or call +44(0)1480 447700

http://WWW.audiolab.co.uk


B&W Bowers&Wilkins

Audio signals are like spring water. The further they flow 
from their source, the greater the risk to their natural 
purity and vitality. Like a glass of cool, clear water, fresh 
from the stream, nothing compares to hearing music with 
the cleansing clarity it was created with.

At B&W, we like to get listeners as close to the 
source as possible. The signal path in an 800 Series 
speaker couldn’t be any shorter, simpler or sweeter. By 
optimising, in every detail, the mechanical design of the 
drive units, we minimise the need for extra electrical 
components in the crossover. Less quantity, more quality. 
Every component we do use is handpicked after 
painstaking listening tests. Together in the 800 Series 
crossover, they deliver sound with every original nuance 
and texture intact.

Not all water tastes the same. No other speakers 
sound like the 800 Series.

The new B&W 800 Series 
Incorporating B&W crossover technology

www.bw800.com
Visit our website and order your free DVD
Call+44 (0)1903 221 500

Only 800 Series models with this symbol use 
B&W diamond tweeter technology

http://www.bw800.com
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