

http://WWW.HIFICHOICE.COUK



wwwclasseaudio.com















mailto:info@absolutesounds.com
http://www.absolutesounds



http://www.triangle-fr.com



http://WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM



http://www.eminentaudio.co.uk



http://www.imerge.co.uk
http://www.finalsound.com
http://www.cambridgeaudio.com
http://www.wilson-benesch.com



http://www.rel.net
http://www.rega.co.uk
http://www.densen.dk
http://www.neodigits.com
http://www.flyingmole.co.jp



wwwaudiojumble.co.uk


















MusicGiants.com















http://www.dali.dk



mailto:futuresupport@opaltelecom.co.uk



http://www.chord.co.uk



http://www.classicrecords.com






http://www.primare.net



mailto:dan.george@futurenet.co.uk



mailto:tim.bowern@futurenet.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk



usicalfidelity.com



8.co.uk


















http://WWW.MERIDIAN-AUDI0.C0M






Cornfiake.co.uk
http://www.totemacoustic.eu






http://www.krellonline.com












http://www.lyngdorf.com









mailto:info@exposurehifi.com



http://www.leema-acoustics.com






http://www.gamutaudlo.com






http://www.cyrusaudio.com



http://www.yamaha-uk.com



http://www.ruark.co.uk






http://www.monitoraudio.co.uk
mailto:info@monitoraudio.co.uk



http://www.russandrews.com



http://www.hi-fi.org.uk
http://www.russandrews.com



wwwphilips.co.uk
http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk






ini4.it









http://www.arcam.co.uk



http://www.creekaudio.com



mailto:info@ukd.co.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk
w.kjwestone.com
w.theavlounge.com
w.audioconsultants.co.uk
w.noteworthyaudio.co.uk
hifi.com
w.oxfordaudio.co.uk
wdivineaudio.co.uk
changexo.uk
w.smcsoundandvision.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
w.audiosalon.co.uk
fi.co.uk



http://www.marantz.com



mailto:info@audiosalon.co.uk
w.zingali.it
w.audiosalon.co.uk



http://www.nadelectronics.com



http://www.isoteksystems.com



http://www.onkyo.co.uk



ww.soundsurgery.co.uk



http://www.rotel.co.uk






mailto:info@audiodestination.co.uk
http://www.audiodestination.co.uk
mailto:sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
http://www.guildfordaudio.co.uk



http://www.russandrews.com
ww.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hf



myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/



http://www.choicebits.co.uk



http://www.choicebits.co.uk
http://www.choicebits.co.uk
mailto:orders@choicebits.co.uk
http://www.choicebits.co.uk
hififorsale.com



http://www.coolgales.com
http://www.cool






ww.highendcable.co.uk
http://www.piccadillurecords.com
http://www.russandrews.com/choice
mailto:info@russandrews.com















quadral.co.uk









mailto:sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
mailto:brianriv@mac.com



http://www.bbc.co.uk/



http://www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk






mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.manleylabs



http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk






http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk












mailto:supra@jenving.se
wwww.jenving.se
mailto:info@supracables.co.uk
http://www.supracables.co.uk






http://www.ssav.com















http://www.audioreference.co.uk
mailto:info@audioreference.co.uk



mailto:into@the-missing-link.net









http://www.anthonygallo.co.uk



mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichordresearch.com



http://www.pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk






WWWSUPERFl.CO.UK/SALE
http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.co.uk/
SUPERFl.CO.UK



http://www.HIFIFORSALE.com
http://www.hififorsale.com









http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co



mailto:enq@signals.uk.com
http://www.signals.uk.com
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
w.analogueseduction.net
http://www.oandlhffi.co.uk
mailto:oranges.lemons@virgin.net
mailto:info@soundstage-av.co.uk
Visitwww.tomtomaudio.com



http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.soundacademy.co.uk
%25e2%2596%25ba%25e2%2596%25bawww.soundgallery.co.uk
http://www.avihifi.com
http://www.avihifi.com
mailto:sales@avihifi.co.uk



w.rothwallaudloproducta.co.uk
http://wWW.tlnHudlo.oom
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk



iplacouslics.co.uk
http://www.iplacoustics.co.uk
w.ians6espokefumiture.co.uk
http://www.anvilsound-display.co.uk
http://www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk



fi.co.uk



http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
freeserve.co.uk
thehifistudios.co.uk
mailto:nfo@audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
DIO.CO.UK
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
dougbradyhifi.com
hifi.com
mailto:mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk
http://www.hifishowrooms.com



http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
udio.co.uk
http://www.cr-eative-audio.co.uk
audio.co.uk
mailto:info@audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
esinhifi.com



mailto:tim.hudson@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:tim.bowem@futurenetco.uk
mailto:dan.george@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:benjamin.benson@futurenetco.uk
myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
mailto:matthew.tasker@futurenetco.uk
mailto:brad.francis@futurenetco.uk
mailto:james.rhodes-baxter@futurenetco.uk
mailto:mo.elmoudden@futurenetco.uk
mailto:liz.hodges@futurenetco.uk
mailto:pcookanderson@futurenetco.uk
mailto:graham.phillips@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:nick.weatherall@futurenetco.uk
mailto:andy.ford@futurenetco.uk
http://www.futureplc.com









mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.definitiveaudio.co.uk



http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com






mailto:choice@hifisound.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk



mailto:dan.george@fuuturenet.co.uk
mailto:fedepenzo@hotmail.com
mailto:pbjernkl@yahoo.co.uk



mailto:dan.george@futurenetco.uk



http://WWW.audiolab.co.uk



http://www.bw800.com

	IJllKEN KESSLER'S NEW COLUMN INSIDE! ►

	A different Classe

	CLASSE

	THIS ISSUE'S EXPERT WRITERS AND

	WHY WE'RE NO.1 FOR HI-FI...

	January 2007 [ Issue 289]


	Contents

	FREE MINI-MAG!

	READER SERVICES

	••you WILL UNDERSTAND THE NOTION OF LIQUIDITY IN SOUND AND

	"THEIR PERFORMANCE IS	=, OPTIMIZED AND IDEALLY SITED

	IT REALLY IS	CTACULAR”

	hi audiofile

	® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

	CROFT MICRONAUT PRECESSION AND POLESTAR PREAMPLIFIER AND POWER AMPLIFIER



	audiofile

	® NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

	FINAL SOUND SPEAKER RANGE

	CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZOR 640R

	REL T-SERIES

	BENSEN B-410

	FLYING MOLE CA-S10


	audiofile

	® HAPPENINGS

	® The Insider

	WorldDAB sets the standard

	ZZ/'s/Z


	Wild Western

	Abingdon - home of high end

	IOfll6 ••••

	@ DISPATCHES

	"I discovered Mozan in the Jungle while idly passing time at a bookshop in a town I was visiting. It carried a provocative strap."

	Welcome to the Jungle

	Life is hard

	Oops...



	Townshend Audio

	audiofile	i ■ ■	am

	INDUSTRY PROFILE

	HFC

	FEATURES


	audiofile


	T’V A PAIR OF GRADO GS1 OOO

	HEADPHONES WORTH £995!

	A:	A redesigned drive unit

	B:	A redesigned drive shaft

	C:	A redesigned block-paved drive

	CONGRATULATIONS

	. 50).





	ChoiceCuts

	AUDIOPHILE VINYL

	FLECK/ BHATT/ CHENN

	BEIRUT

	BEETHOVEN

	FREDDIE STEVENSON

	THE DOORS


	For further information please visit www.primare.net


	ChoiceMail

	If you’ve spent more than £500 on your Hi-Fi, you need one of these

	Does your system sound better at some times than at others?

	ISOL-8’s new range of advanced mains filters and conditioning units is here to help.


	Digital defined

	"24 CD players on, the sum of everything Meridian knows about the format is poured into one go-for-broke, two-channel player: the 808."

	MERIDIAN AUDIO e 01480 445678 WWW.MERIDIAN-AUDI0.C0M


	"The longer you listen to this system, the more you appreciate its controlled and considered approach. It doesn't desperately seek the listener's attention with the usual canon of sonic sweeteners."

	Totem Arra

	¡oenit



	VIEWS

	42

	46

	50

	52

	55

	56

	59

	60

	60

	EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

	ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

	INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS E450-E550

	66

	67

	69

	71

	73

	75

	OUR AWARD BADGES EXPLAINED

	BestBuy


	HI-FICHOICE » Û1O/n

	VERDICT

	HlfICHOICE )) R7%

	New 30105 series:

	Tighter bottom-end,

	livelier sound,

	more drive...same price

	CD player £

	Integrated Amplifier £

	Power Amplifier £



	The lone ranger

	VERDICT I JI

	HIFICHOICE » MO/n

	WHAT Hl Fl?

	AWARDS 2006


	WHAT HI Fl?

	AWARDS 2006


	WHATHIFI?

	AWARDS 2006



	Back to basics

	VERDICT

	HI FICHOICE » o/io/n OVERALL SCORE	ZU


	Cutting edge™

	VERDICT [ f

	WHAT HI Fl?

	The R90AV-12 system

	VERDICT

	HI-FICHOICE » 88%


	Atlas Compass

	Russ Andrews Sound Solutions

	VERDICT

	HI-FICHOICE ) ) 8 5%

	Cables and accessories [Review]



	AMPLIFIERS

	6: .,')'), 0 c (' c

	LISTENING TESTS	

	LAB TESTS

	LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH

	I I I I I I I I m

	n i i i i r rm


	CREEKEVO

	LAB REPORT

	VERDICT

	HIFI	0.10


	For more information or to request a brochure please call: 01635 291357 or visit one of our many dealers throught the UK.

	Restore your passion. Revive your music collection. Redefine your expectations.

	^ww.soundsurgery.co.uk


	ROTELRA-06

	CONCLUSIONS

	WATT puppy 8

	Guildford h

	When you subscribe to HMICHOICE by Direct Debit for just !3.74 per month

	YOUR FREE GIFT!

	^ ^^^®

	TcAiDER 08708314722 Nawi

	HI-FICHOICE

	\ magazine /



	T^HIFICHDICE

	Best Buy Accessories

	Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level

	Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups

	l ’Art du Son Record Cleaning Liquid

	Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner

	Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones




	CHOICE .

	m 0870 240 7228 www.choicebits.co.uk

	Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk

	DODD DODD DODD DODD DOD


	= COOt GALES

	Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.

	Give us a click. Give us a call.




	HI-FICHOICE

	.CHOICE

	HIFICHOI^

	'CHOICE HÏFÎCHOICE

	Why not subscribe to HrFi Choice?

	Seepage78 for more details...

	High End Cable

	CHORD


	Is^fek



	available instore or online

	Exclusive! January Sale Preview

	Full Sale starts 27th Dec '06


	A Classic Combination at 1 /2 QJJC6!

	Was £250 Now ONLY £125

	buy online at www.russandrews.com/choice


	CD PLAYERS

	TOP HUYS

	HIFIHOICE

	Rega Apollo £498


	Q&A

	WHAT'S A DIC?

	WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?

	CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DIC WITH MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?

	DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?

	WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?

	CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?

	CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?

	Cambridge Audio Azur 840C £750



	CD PLAYERS

	DVD PLAYERS

	AudioNideo disc players


	DVD PLAYERS BUYER'S BIBLE

	SOURCES

	HI-FICHOICE

	HI-FICHOICE

	HI-FICHOICE

	GOI


	VINYL

	HFHCHOICE

	WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 8

	Just another WATT-Puppy?

	The Pinewood Music Company

	Telephone: 01460 54322 Mobile: 07860 351113

	e-mail: brianriv@mac.com




	RADIO TUNERS

	RECEPTION

	SPECIAL OFFERS & EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS


	Sssh.

	CO

	Philips CDR802 £300


	DIGITAL RECORDERS

	kW250S is the all-in-one reference box to own!

	DK Design (NEW to Shadow)

	“	±2006



	STEREO AMPS BUYER'S BIBLE

	STEREO AMPLIFIERS

	STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued



	AV AMPLIFIERS

	AV AMPS BUYER’S BIBLE

	Yamaha

	Arcam

	Classe

	Experts in Home Cinema Design and

	Christmas and Sunday Opening

	PRICING POLICY

	FLEXIBLE FINANCE OPTIONS*

	PLEASE NOTE


	Samsung

	LE40F71BX 40" LCD TV


	Samsung

	BD-P1000 BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER


	Samsung

	LE32M73BDX 32" LCD TV

	Denon TU-1800DAB TUNER


	InFocus

	IN76 PROJECTOR

	STARTS 27TH DECEMBER 2006




	STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

	DALi

	I kon 6 £899

	B&W

	8055 £1,600

	180W Solid state Integrated Amplifier


	STEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

	STEREO SPEAKERS continued

	HMCHOICE


	BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO/AV SPEAKERS

	AV SPEAKER PACKAGES

	Multichannel speakers


	HEADPHONES BUYER'S BIBLE


	HEADPHONES

	HEADPHONES

	CABLES BUYER S BIBLE


	CABLES

	Hl-FI CHOICE

	STANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE


	STANDS AND SUPPORTS

	• buy • sell • wants •

	OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS

	Award Winning Retailers...

	North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	24 Gillygate, York Y031 ?EQ

	www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

	Ipswich (01 473)6551 71

	SALE NOW ON!

	www.oandlhffi.co.uk




	■ K oundstage—

	ARCAM

	Z ”	Call St Albans 01727 86 86 59

	TOmltOm audio Visitwww.tomtomaudio.com


	www.avihifi.com

	AVILtd.



	Hl FICHOICE /

	S 020 7042 4037

	Lend us your ears and we'll blow your mind . . .


	friANDERS ».			t-flFI LTD.

	The Cartridge Man

	020 8688 6565


	www.hifichoice.co.uk

	30 HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER, KENT, ME l l LD - 01634 88003 7 ^w.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk

	CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR EXDEM OFFERS




	DEALER

	DIRECTORY

	INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

	To advertise in the

	Hl•FI

	Dealer Directory, Call Graham Phillips on 0207 042 4037 now!


	HIFICHOICE

	In-depth reviews of the most vital new kit, including...

	ii iKtHiHiBiafi h ii,	onnofininri

	SEE PAGE 78 FOR DETAILS



	2nd-hand shootout

	Call 01592 744 779 for the best part-ex prices!

	DE NON

	Victor •JVC

	LUXMAN

	Technics

	QYAMAHA

	lííiiínri  	" ■   * -	—■————•

	fUrntab/eWOf/df is at hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington DL3 ?TE

	Tel 01325 241888 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk




	READER CLASSIFIED

	FOR SALE






