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Now that we’ve finally polished off the port and 
Stilton, it’s time to settle back into some serious 
music listening. There’s been plenty of great new 
hi-fi to warm our cochleae and raise our spirits 
throughout the chilly winter months; on this

evidence, 2007 is set to be another top-notch hi-fi year.

This issue’s sonic jewels are headed by Triangle’s Magellan Concerto 
SW2, a beautifully finished speaker with a sound every bit as engaging 
as our ‘Pure Emotion’ cover line suggests. Then there’s the inventive 
Torus subwoofer, which Wilson Benesch prefers to call an ‘infrasonic 
generator’, plus stunning pre/power amps from Cyrus and Croft.

¡1 All these components are highly recommended and, as in any edition of
Hi-Fi Choice, receive the ratings they deserve. We like to cherry-pick 
the best and most interesting kit to review, and consequently you will 
find few obviously duff products featured. In this issue, however, you’ll 
notice an unusually lowly score for Densen’s new CD player; Densen is a 
company that loves to be different, and in the case of its amps, this 
tactic often pays off in spectacular fashion. But in this day and age, 
where standards are more consistent from product to product, this 
initially promising player fails to cut the sonic mustard. Shame...

• Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 
no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

• We now publish 13 issues a year, including two special editions: 
The Collection, an issue dedicated to the finest high-end 
components, and The Hi-Fi Awards-the most important annual 
awards in the hi-fi calendar.

• Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music,interviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers from the UK and around the world.

• We only review the most interesting and worthy new hi-fi 
components - high-performance audio products across a wide 
range of price points_ We obtain more genuine hi-fi exclusives 
than any other magazine - if it's worthy of your attention, you'll 
read about it first in Hi-Fi Choice_

• Our tests are the most rigorous in the business, conducted by the 
UK's most experienced team of hi-fi reviewers.

• Alongside in-depth component reviews and accessory round-ups, 
every regular issue of Hi-Fi Choice features an Ultimate Croup 
Test on a core hi-fi product category - from source components to 
amps and speakers_

• Each Ultimate Croup Test is conducted using a uniquely thorough 
three-step test regime. This consists of carefully controlled 'blind' and 
sighted listening sessions, a full set of laboratory tests and extended 
'hands on' testing by the primary reviewer. No other magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensure accurate comparative reviews.

• Components that best meet our exacting standards are listed 
in the Buyer's Bible section - the world's most reliable reference 
guide for the hi-fi buyer_

• That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...
The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

Beautiful in-house 
photography, so you see 
the product in all its glory

Cherry-picked kit-only — 
the most worthy 
components make it into 
Hi-Fi Choice

I Wooden it be nice?

Before I leave you to the issue, a quick word of congratulations to Dan 
George, HFCs erstwhile Reviews Editor, who was recently promoted to 
Deputy Ed. His ‘reward’ has been to see this issue safely to press in my 
absence - we hope you enjoy it!

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside--------------------------

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information------------------

Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a f idtry-----------

Comprehensive in-depth 
reviews - we give you the-J 
full story

THIS ISSUE'S EXPERT

A former HFC editor, 
Paul has been writing 
about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for nearly 30 
years. In that time he 
has become one of the 
world's most respected 
scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

Dan is HFCs deputy 
editor. Armed with a
bristling contacts book, 
an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of what's 
what in hi-fi and a pair 
of razor-sharp ears, he 
ensures that only 
interesting products 
make it into HFC.

Richard is a professional 
musician, recording 
engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot He has 
a knack for writing 
about complicated 
subjects in a readable 
way - and he only 
writes forHFC.

former editor of Hi-Fi 
Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the 
best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of 
the 1980s and 1990s. 
He currently edits hi-fi 
industry bible The 
British Audio Journal.

Alvin has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In 
that time he has 
contributed his 
encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost 
every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides).

An award-winning 
journalist, David's sharp 
ears and equally sharp 
powers of description 
are a valuable mix for 
HFC. He also writes 
about cars, but who 
needs the latest Lotus 
when you've got the 
finest hi-fi to test drive.

Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be 
found in the wilds of 
Sussex indulging 
himself with the very 
best hi-fi money can 
buy. His own system is 
simply sensational and 
his love of music knows 
no bounds.

KEN KESSLER
The hi-fi industry's own 
Grand Complication, 
Ken brings decades of 
high-end experience to 
the fore in HFC. He has 
also been to every hi-fi 
show around the world. 
Many times over. Yet, he 
still is a stranger to the 
beard trimmer.

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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Lyngdorf Audio
Denmark

Tired of listening 
to your room?
No matter how great your hifi, you room will dramatically 
compromise the way it sounds. Nearly half of what you 
hear comes not from your speakers but from reflections in 
your room, "high fidelity" music reproduction has simply 
been impossible in most rooms, until now.

Lyngdorf audio systems herald a new era in sound re­
production, removing the negative effects of your listening 
room so finally you can enjoy your music as it was intended, 
nothing added and nothing taken away.

This graph shows the output of a loudspeaker 
equalized to a flat response in a test environment.

»Ingenious method of removing the 
room from the 'good sound' equation«

»RoomPerfect lives up to the name« 20 50 Frequency [Hz) 500

This graph shows the measured response of the 
same loudspeaker in an average living room.

LYNG DORF
Conclusion:
The room is the single most influential factor in 
sound reproduction - a factor eliminated by the 
RoomPerfect™ technology.

UK Distributor • Gecko Inc Ltd. • Ph: 0845 262 2882 www.lyngdorf.com

http://www.lyngdorf.com
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

■MERGE S3000 
MUSIC SERVER

®
 I merge has always had a strong presence 
in the high-end music server market and 

its much-revered 53 000 SoundServer- now in 
its fourth generation - is better than ever. For 

starters, you can choose the hard disk capacity, 
from 80GB right up to 400GB, which gives up to 
an incredible 610 hours of uncompressed music 
(at 16-bit/44.1 kHz). Of course, you can also 
compress music to MP3, WAV or WMA files, too. 
Either way, Wolfson DACs take care of the D/A 
conversion with audiophile quality assured from 
the 'hi-fi' electronics within.

You can specify your S3000 for up to four 
multiplexed zones for simultaneous listening, 
plus, you can link up to four units, giving an 
incredible 16 outputs, should the need arise. 
Imerge tells us its new, intuitive interface makes 
searching for music easy, affording the user era, 
year and individual track searches. Plus, there's a 
built-in web browser, and easy transfer and back 
up of music files from a PC or Mac, to make 
managing music simple.

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth 
review in the March issue of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Imerge S3000 SoundServer

TYPE Music server

PRICE from £1,600 _____________

KEY FEATURES 80 to 400GB capacity O Uncompressed 
storage (16-bit/44.1kHz) O Up to four simultaneous 
outputs O Built-in web browser O Wolfson DACs 

CONTACT S 01954 783600 « www.imerge.co.uk
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If you’ve spent more 
than £500 on your Hi-Fi, 
you need one of these

Does your system sound better at 

some times than at others?

If the answer is yes, you could benefit from a cleaner 

power supply. The chaotic nature of mains-borne 

distortion means that your system may be subject to 

damaging interference effects, sudden power surges and 

background noise.

ISOL-8’s new range of advanced mains filters 

and conditioning units is here to help.

Embracing a wide variety of easy-to-use treatments 

devised for single source or amplifier components, and 

accommodating systems of up to twelve devices, the 

ISOL-8 product range is engineered to allow your 

system to shine like never before. It could be the best 

value upgrade you’ll ever make.

Visit isol-8.co.uk and read our article,‘Why condition 

your mains’ to find out more, or call 01423 359054 
for your nearest ISOL-8 dealer.

IsoLink high quality mains leads

CleanLine2 entry-level, mains 
power distribution and conditioner 
unit for up to six components

MainLine2 high quality mains supply 
for individual components

Nic Poulson is the designer of all lsol-8 products.

An inventive, accomplished designer in fields as diverse 

as thermonic valve amplification and international 

airport runway lighting systems, his drive to tackle the 

huge problem of compromised power supply led to 

the founding of Isotek in the late nineties.

I S O L - 8
Qube3 mains power conditioner for 
high power loads

Isolate, Ì sô-lât, v.t to render free from external influence

8.co.uk
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

REGA P2 TURNTABLE

®
Rega turntables are a bit like buses;
you wait for what seems like ages and 

then two come along at once.
The two in question, the Pl and P2, are 

both new additions to the well-established 
Planar range. The new, revised P2 (pictured) 
is completely British made and brings Planar 
ownership to a new audience, thanks to its 
affordable £249 price tag. For the modest 
outlay, you get the classic RB250 tonearm, 
which can also be supplied pre-installed 

with a Bias 2 cartridge, for a total price of 
£300. The platter is brand new and has been 
specifically designed to give greater speed 
stability with its chunky 22mm depth. It is 
complemented by a high quality main 
bearing and sub-platter assembly, which 
offers an ideal support. Finishing off this 
UK-made treasure is a 12-volt AC 
synchronous motor with belt drive.

To find out more, see our exclusive in-depth 
review in the March issue of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Rega P2

TYPE Turntable

PRICE £249 (£300 with Bias 2 cartridge)

KEY FEATURES RB250 tonearm O Optional 
cartridge O Speed stabilising platter O AC 
synchronous motor O High quality main bearing 

CONTACT 3 01702 333071 ® www.rega.co.uk
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@ NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

LINN EXOTIK

®
Linn has revamped its Exotik preamplifier to include up to eight 
channels of digital multichannel music. Previously analogue-only, the 
Exotik continues to offer all of its original features, but now includes digital 
signal processing. The DSP chip provides surround options for music and 

movies, either by decoding existing formats, such as those from DTS and 
Dolby or by 'up-mixing' stereo sources to surround. There are six analogue 
inputs, including 5.1 channel, and six digital inputs, both coaxial and optical. 
Analogue purists can add an MM/MC phono stage for £295.
Price £3,245 Due now
s 0141 307 7777 ® www.linn.co.uk

REGA BRIO 3

©
Rega has launched the third incarnation of its
Brio integrated amplifier, dubbed suitably enough 

Brio 3. The new stereo amp has had its power supply 
modified and its transformer uprated, which has 
resulted in a power increase to 49 watts. The output 
amplifier is built around a pair of Sanken Darlington 
output transistors, with a protection circuit that kicks in 
if there is a short circuit, or the load drops to l .7ohms or 
less. Brio 3 has five inputs including phono and is 
available in silver or black finish.
Price £328 Due now
w 01702 333071 © www.rega.co.uk

RUSS ANDREWS ULTRA PURIFIER PLATINUM

©
Russ Andrews continues to celebrate his company's 20th Anniversary with a
' Platinum' edition of the Ultra Purifier mains filter. This is a differential and common 

mode mains filter that acts passively. In other words, you plug it into a spare socket in your 
mains distributor and it cleans up the supply available to the system. The Ultra Purifier 
Platinum uses higher-grade components than its regular counterpart and has twice the 
capacity, so it works with larger systems with four or more components.
Price £450 Due now w 0845 345 1550 © www.russandrews.com

QUADRAL AURUM TITAN VII 
©Following its recent return to the UK, German 

loudspeaker specialist Quadral has announced it 
will be distributing its Aurum Titan VII flagship 
floorstander here. A custom Quadral-built 380mm 
Altima drive unit, fitted to a special pressure chamber/ 
reflex enclosure within the cabinet, dominates the 
heavyweight speaker. Joining this mammoth driver is a 
210mm midrange unit, plus a newly-developed ribbon 
tweeter. Quadral claims a frequency response of 
l 6Hz-65kHz, 500 watts power handling, plus a 91 dB 
sensitivity. Further features include Real Cable internal 
wiring, an elaborate crossover network and a choice of 
three real-wood veneers.
Price £10,999 Due now
w 020 8991 9200 © www.quadral.co.uk
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CYRUS DAB 8.0

©
Cyrus's new DAB/FM radio, the DAB
8.0, has an SD card recording function, 

allowing users to pause, rewind and record 
live DAB radio. It has a 32MB internal 
memory for pause and rewind functions, can 
accept up to a l GB SD card to record radio 
programmes, and can even play MP3 files. 
An EPG (Electronic Programme Guide) 
feature allows users to plan listening up to a 
week in advance, and then use the timer to 
set up recording. Further features include a 
four-line, alphanumeric display, FM module 
and a proprietary MC-BUS system for 
integration into existing Cyrus systems.
Price £500 Due now
e 01480 435577 'ifi www.cyrus.co.uk

BOULDER 810

©
Boulder has launched its most 'affordable' 
preamplifier to date, the 810. Affordable is a 
relative term however, and in order to retain the 
bomb-proof, precision-made casework that Boulder 

produces in-house, and to utilize techniques and 
topologies found in the company's top models, the 
price has had to remain distinctly high end.

The fully-balanced 810 preamp is dual mono, 
with instrumentation-style circuitry. It has four 
inputs and two outputs, all of which are on 
balanced connections. It also includes 
comprehensive naming and programming of each 
input, and even has a 'theater' mode to 
accommodate those with combined systems.
Price £5,550 Due now
a 0143 5 867438 ® www.boulderamp.com

RUSS ANDREWS' Crystal-24 speaker cable 
is a fatter variant of Kimber 8TC and has 

24 separately insulated conductors, 
which means low resistance, while its 

dense weave keeps RF interference at 

bay. Available with Kimber banana plugs 

or spades ,Crystal-24 is priced at £425 

for a 2.5m pair, 

a 0845 345 1550

WILSON BENESCH 
SQUARE SERIES

Benesch says it's hip 
'ey to be square with its new 

entry level speaker range. The new 
Square series uses an auxiliary bass 
radiator to absorb the energy the 
main driver puts into the cabinet, 
allowing close-wall placement. There 
are three Square models: 'One' is a 
two-way standmount; 'Two', a 
two-way floorstander with a reflex 
port in its base, and 'Centre' is a 
centre channel speaker. All three use Wilson Benesch
Tactic mid/bass drivers and Scanspeak tweeters. 
Finishes include gloss black, walnut or maple satin. 
Price from £1,499 to £2,199 Due now
e 01142 852656 Ct' www.wilson-benesch.com

DENON is promoting its new D-F103HRDAB 
mini system as a '21st Century Stereo 

System' because it contains a hard disk 

recorder, CD player and internet radio 

facility, alongside DAB/FM, a USB port 
and iPod integration. The £1,000 unit has 

an aluminium design and speakers that 

are tuned for 'critical UK ears', 

a 01234 741200

BLACK RHODIUM has a new high 
performance interconnect called Prelude, 
said to have a ‘unique capacity to reduce 

impact-transmitted noise voltages'. It does 

this by having lower microphony than 

most cables, which means it's less 

sensitive to mechanical vibration. Prelude 

uses silver-plated copper in PTFE 

insulation. Expect to pay £80 for a 

one-metre pair.

a 01332 342233

ART EMOTION MONITOR
i has launched a more compact version of 

'ey its Emotion model, the Emotion Monitor. With

a 17-litre cabinet made from birch 
ply, it uses a l 80mm treated 
paper main driver and 29mm soft 
dome tweeter to produce a 
sensitivity of 89dB.

The Emotion Monitor has a 
down-firing port and is supplied 
with a matching stand. There are 
three versions but differences are 
restricted to the crossover, where 

components are upgraded for each 
price jump. The Monitor is compact 
at 50x22 4x25cm (HxWxD) but is 
97cm tall on its matching stand. 
Price from £4,000 Due now

E 01292 319416
'!-" www.loudspeaker-art.com

i TEAC has created a wireless adapter for the 

iPod Nano that attaches to it, enabling 

wireless connection to a hi-fi system. It has 

a handset that encapsulates the Nano and 

uses Bluetooth to connect to the base 

station, the latter can also be used to 

charge the player. It costs £99. 

a 0845 1302511

TRUE COLOURS INDUSTRIES (TCI) has 
jumped onto the HDMI cable bandwagon 

with Copperhead 1080p, which claims 

full HD capability at lengths up to 

20metres. Constructed using multi-layer 

shielding, it also has magnetically 

shielded plugs to enhance performance. 
Prices start at £100 for a metre, 

a 07710 196949
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® HAPPENINGS

THIS MONTH, HFC TALKS TO...
JOHN BAMFORD
Job Title: Product Manager 
Company: Meridian Audio

What is your most exciting product in 
development?
Super-slim in-wall and on-wall custom 
installation loudspeakers. I love seeing people’s 
faces when they hear them for the first time.

Bargain Bobcat 
©last year, Mark Levinson combined Dick Burwen's Bobcat 

software with a Daniel Hertz DAC to create the Red Rose
Burwen Bobcat suite, for enhancing the sound of music played 
by a PC. That system costs $1,995. You can now buy the 
Burwen Bobcat RE download for a tenth of that price ($200). It 
is claimed to enhance sound when listening, ripping or burning
CDs. It's also claimed to 'give your iPod or musical mobile phone, sound comparable with a $100,000 hi-fi 
system.' Burwen Bobcat RE plugs into Windows Media Player and according to the brochure 'makes your 
computer better than an esoteric CD player by adding patent-pending, nearly inaudible, high-frequency 
reverberation... Combined with subtle tonal balance correction, music becomes more natural, high-pitched 
instruments are smoothed by the averaging effect, and sharp percussive sounds are clarified by slight 
stretching.' The Levinson seal of approval does lend it credence. For more go to: www.burwenbobcat.com

CD or vinyl, and why?
I still have a treasured collection of vinyl, and 
really good analogue recordings/pressings 
sound tremendous. But given that the majority 
of modern recordings are digital, why would I 
want to add cutter rumble, vinyl roar and 
tracing distortion?

Over the Cliff

Are we experiencing a stereo resurgence?
No. The 'resurgence' is a mind virus fuelled by 
media observation that Marantz, Pioneer, 
Denon, Onkyo and others making two-channel 
products again. But it's because the market for 
AV systems is totally saturated worldwide.

Can generation iPod be turned on to hi-fi?
Just as people were happy playing ropey 
cassette tapes on inexpensive rack systems 20 
years ago, most people today are perfectly 
content with the sound of an iPod.

Are audio servers the future?
The minority who care about sound will be 
storing their albums as lossless files; those who 
don't, store them as AAC or MP3 files.
Computer-based music servers aren't the future, 
they are present day!

©
The government looks set to maintain the status 
quo and allow recorded material over 50 years 
old to remain copyright-free. This comes despite 
research carried out by the BPI (British Phonographic 

Industry), claiming 62 per cent of people agreed that 
UK artists should be protected for the same number of 
years as their American counterparts - 95 rather than 
the current 50 years.While songwriters (and their 
families) earn royalties until 50 years after their death, 
the people who played on the original hits will no 
longer benefit. In other words, Sir Cliff Richard and 
other stars of the late-1 950s will soon start losing out. 

" This will hit record 
companies harder 
than surviving 
performers, because 
they will no longer 
retain the rights to 
hits, which are used to 
produce golden oldie 
compilations. So, it's 
not all bad news then'

Take the PSS
©

D&M Holdings Inc
___  (Denon, Marantz) has 
fl* signed an agreement to acquire

W Philips Sound Solutions (PSS).

PSS's primary business is the 
supply of automotive 

loudspeakers and according to Philips "PSS is 
considered a non-core activity".

The transaction "represents another step Philips 
is taking to focus on its healthcare, lifestyle and 
technology activities". Eric C. Evans, chairman of 
D&M Holdings, stated that “the acquisition of 
Philips Sound Solutions fits well with our 
strategic vision and priorities of expanding into 
new businesses where we can leverage the value 
of strong audio know-how and world-leading 
brands" D&M holdings benefits from increasing 
its stake in the automotive sound sector. It 
already owns Boston Acoustics, as well as PSS's 
DSP amplifiers, and flat speakers.

@ HrFi Diary

FEBRUARY
11 Audiojumble 2007

The Angel Leisure Centre, 
Tonbidge, Kent 
www.audioiumble.co.uk 
The place to find vintage hi-fi

23-25 Sound & Vision -The Bristol
Mariott City Centre Hotel, Bristol 
www.bristolshowco.uk
The UK's biggest hi-fi show

MARCH
5-6 The Connected Home Exhibition

Olympia, London
www.the-connected-home.co.uk
Europe's largest connected-home show

New Year’s resolution
Ed Meitner's EMM Labs has produced a CD/SACD player that upsamples CD's 44.1 kHz signal to 
the native DSD rate of 5.64MHz, something that to our knowledge, has never been done before.

The claimed benefit is that the CDSA SE player makes CDs sound remarkably like SACDs. According to 
Meitner, "there's a level of resolution that you won't find in any other player".

The player also has its own discrete, dual-differential DAC, something that Meitner claims to be "free 
from the differential non-linearities present in every multibit D/A chip created to date." A further key 
feature is the Meitner Digital Audio Translator (MDAT), which is a new approach to signal handling, that is 
claimed to process the digital signal 
by dynamically adapting to the 
transient nature of musical signal, 
rather than by addressing it as a series 
of sine waves. The two-channel EMM 
Labs CDSA SE is only available in the 
US at present, priced at $9,995.
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Curves-a-plenty
©For those of you that thought valve amplifiers and horn

loudspeakers were esoteric, we bring you the Sentec EQlO. This 
makes stereo seem like a cutting-edge technology too far. As the name 
implies, the EQlO is a valve-based, mono phono preamp with several 
hundred EQ curves for early mono and all 78rpm records. Back in the pre- 
RIAA EQ dominated era, all manner of equalisation curves were used to 
press records; therefore, in order to playback 78s and early mono vinyl LPs, 
you need a variety of matching EQ options.

The Sentec gives you the ability to adjust both bass boost and treble cut 
turnovers, in order to find the combination that suits a particular 
recording. It also has four levels of bass roll-off and a volume control or 
attenuator. In case anyone is wondering who on earth would want such a 
thing, a quick glance at eBay shows six pages of 78s for sale with prices 
up to E30. The EQlO costs $3,000 from www.toneimports.com

IN THE STUDIO
ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS

JIMMY'S TWEAKS #49
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER

Don't listen to the tweeters on axis
I t's surprising how many hi-fi systems 
sound better when you stand up (rather 
than sit down) to listen. One explanation 
is that your ears are no longer directly on 
axis to the high frequency drive units. This 
makes the treble sound smoother and less 
bright, without compromising brilliance or 
immediacy. One way of achieving similar

results from a seated listening position, is to put standmount speakers 
on short stands that situate the tweeters below ear level. Alternatively, 
slope the speakers from behind, so they point downwards slightly. You 
can even try turning the speaker upside-down on the stand. Things 
nearly always seem to sound better when your ears are at a height 
roughly level to the top of the speaker enclosure. So, having your ears 
on-axis to the tweeters is not a good idea if you want a sound that has 
maximum smoothness, integration, and coherence.

TOP 10 UPGRADES FOR YOUR CD PLAYER

THE FALL
Title: Reformation
Release date: Feb 2007
The 26th studio album from Mark E Smith's 
prolific maverick outsiders who were John 
Peel's favourite band of all time presages a 
deluge of Fall-related activity. An 
autobiography, Renegade: The Gospel 
According To Mark E. Smith, is published in

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Townshend Audio Seismic Sink Stand _ 
Clearer Audio Copper-line Power cable 
Nordost Heimdall interconnect 
U.S.H.E.R. test CD
Russ Andrews DAC-1 USB DAC 
lsoTek Sigmas mains block 
Clearer Audio RDC 2 cones 
Russ Andrews Ultra Purifier Block 
Alcon lens cleaner
Densen DeMagic demagnetisation CD

NORAH JONES
Title: Not Too Late
Release date: Feb 2007
Currently the biggest-selling female artist in 
the world, Norah Jones' third album is the 
first on which she has written all 13 songs 
herself. Expect a similar laid-back mood to 
previous records, but "more intimate", she 
says. "I didn't do it before is because I 
simply didn't have the songs and I'm really 
proud of them.”

JONI MITCHELL
Title: tbc
Release date: 2007
After releasing Taming The Tiger back in 
1998, Mitchell announced she had 
abandoned songwriting to concentrate on 
her painting. Now she has told the Ottawa 
Citizen that she's working on a new album 
after feeling compelled by current political 
issues to make a statement with her music 
once more. One new song was inspired by 
Kipling's poem If and another is entitled 
Holy War

JOSS STONE 
Title: tbc
Release date: March 6 2007
The follow-up to 2004's Mind, Body & Soul 
finds Britain's premier soul singer being 
produced by Raphael Saadiq, whose other 
credits include Keiis, Erykah Badu and 
Angie Stone. Titles include I Wish I Never 
Met You, Tell Me What We're Conna Do 
Now, Tell Me 'Bout It, Music and Nothing 
Better Than (The iPod Song).

April and will be followed by Perverted by 
Language, a collection of fiction by top 
writers inspired by the band's music.

BRYAN FERRY
Title: tbc
Release date: March 2007
The Roxy Music frontman's first solo album 
since 2OO2's Frantic finds him paying 
tribute to the songs of Bob Dylan - who, of 
course, provided him with one of his big 
solo hits with A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall. 
No tracklist as yet, but with the Bob Dylan 
songbook containing some 500 
compositions, there’s certainly plenty of 
winners to choose from.

ALSO COMING SOON
JAZZ/ CLASSICAL
Torsten Goods Irish Heart (Jan), Eric 
Watson Trio Jaded Angels (Jan); Juan 
Diego Flores The Tenor (Jan); Elena 
Garanca Aria In Catilena

SACD/ DVD-AUDIO
Cincinnati Pops (Kunzel) The Big Picture 
(SACD, Jan); Czech Philharmonic Choir 
(Fiala) Bruckner Motets (SACD, Jan);
Brian Dobbs The History of Recorded 
Music (DVD-A, Jan); Rainer-Johannes 
Homberg Stoelzel Christmas Oratorio 
(SACD, Jan); Alliage Quintet Shumann: 
Piano Quintet, (SACD, Feb).
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@ DISPATCHES

Movin'onup
Climbing the property ladder takes its toll

T
he worst possible thing happened to my 
hi-fi system recently. Okay, not the worst 
possible thing... that would be watching 
the system catch fire as it was being stolen, 

while my music collection was being torn apart 
by angry badgers. But close... I moved house.

Moving house is one of the most stressful life 
events this side of births, deaths and marriages 
(and divorces). For hi-fi types, it has an added 
stressor; it ruins your sound cues both before 
and after the event. Before the move, you have 
to clear out all those little things that make the 
place less saleable. So, out go the room 
treatments, including the metre-high Gordian 
Knot of random interconnects and speaker 
wires that was pretending to be a side table. 
It's called 'de-cluttering' and ruins the sound.

"Once I stopped gasping for air, I wandered 
to and from the moving van with dainty 
things like a perfumed fop."

Then comes the move. Let's assume it passes 
off reasonably well and your house movers 
don't end up putting a fist through the speaker 
cones. In fairness, mine did exceptionally well. 
They also managed to shame me.

After 40 minutes of trying to 'help', a wiry 
bloke with a wardrobe under each arm intoned 
those classic Get Carter lines; "You're a big 
man, but you're in bad shape. With me it's a 
full time job." In a strong Polish accent, this 
time. Once I stopped gasping for air, I 
wandered to and from the moving van with 
dainty things like a perfumed fop.

Now comes the difficult bit; getting used to 
the new room. This isn't as easy as you might 
imagine; the first set of speakers in the room 
(the last set of speakers in the last room, a pair 
of ProAc Studio 140) sound very, very different 
in the new place.

I was tempted to use the new Lyngdorf TOA 
2200 (HFC 289) to smooth the transition, 
normalising the new room as it did to the 

previous one. But this would be dangerous for 
a reviewer; you need to get used to the sound 
of a room. Getting used to it, enhanced by 
RoomPerfect digital correction, would make 
the first uncorrected amplifier put into the 
system receive an unfair level of bias, as I got 
used to the sound of the room and the 
amplifier. So, I have reclused myself from 
reviewing for a little while, getting used to the 
sound of my system in the new room.

As more books, CDs, LPs and furnishings 
begin to fill the room once again, so it begins 
to sound better. Some of that is acclimatising 
to the room itself, but, some of it is down to 
our natural tendency to create sonically helpful 
environments in our living spaces. We've been 
doing this since humanity started decorating 
their caves with animal skins. Luckily, Ikea 
doesn't smell of old wildebeest any more.

began his journalistic career in 
the early 7990s. He has since become one of 

the hi-fi and AV industry's most respected scribes
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Royer Royce
Are you listening to the music, or the mic'

I
 bought a new microphone the other week. 
I'd been wanting one for ages - several 
years, actually - but for the small amount 
of recording I do (most of it low-budget demo 

recordings for opera singers) it seemed hard to 
justify the expense while my old, and perfectly 
respectable, microphones continued to 
function. For fancier jobs, I just rented or 
borrowed something a bit upmarket. But now 
I've got my very own Royer stereo ribbon mic, 
so all my recordings will be better.

Well, they'll be different. What exactly do I 
mean by 'better'' Lower noise' Not really: 
neither the Royer nor my old pair of Calrecs 
breaks any records in that area. Lower 
distortion' It's hard to get reliable distortion 
figures for microphones, but the Royer may 
score slightly better in that area. Better 
bandwidth/ Hmm: the Calrecs may technically 
have better extended treble and under some 
circumstances better bass, but the Royer is 
probably flatter across most of the band. What 
the Royer definitely offers is better phase 
response; its primary resonance is low in the 
bass, while the Calrec design - like most 
condenser microphones - has a resonance in 
the treble. This is pretty well damped out in 
amplitude terms, but causes significant phase 
distortion in an audible part of the spectrum.

Beyond that there is also directional 
response. The Royer, being a ribbon type, has a 
pretty accurate 'figure-8' response by nature, 
while the Calrecs have a sort-of cardioid 
pattern. This leads to differences in the way 
the mics recreate a stereo image. Oh, and the 
Royer has more 'proximity effect', which causes 
a rise in bass response from nearby sources.

Now I just love the sound of the Royer. I've 
used the model before and always got what I 
consider exceptionally accurate results from it. 
But, the comparison between the two 
microphone designs are not exactly cut and 
dried in terms of quality. Significantly, the way 
they react to sources at positions other than 
straight ahead (the directional response) can 
vary very widely. Experienced engineers get to 
know how to use each type, make and model 
of microphone to get the 'best' from it. 3

I n the latest all too familiar sign 
: of the times, another famous 

■ I name in the pantheon of British 
loudspeaker manufacturers has 

hit hard times. Loudspeaker specialist Castle 
Acoustics went into receivership in November 
2006. Castle's speciality was worthy and well 
built loudspeakers of largely traditional design, 
but Castle was slow to adapt to changing 
times, and the steady move from larger 
floorstanding speakers to compacts and 
lifestyle designs. There was at least one 
prominent gaffe, namely the Inversion series 
that bombed spectacularly; not because of any 
perception of inadequate performance, but 
because the target audience didn't go for the 
visually outlandish upside-down enclosures. 
They weren't called Inversion for nothing.

The quintessential example of Castle's craft 
was the erstwhile Howard, which went through 
three iterations; the S3, introduced in 2001, 
cost between £l,350-£1,600 a pair depending 
on finish, and was the last and best of breed. 
This version was slightly smaller than its 
predecessors, but it still stood nearly a meter 
tall, and each sturdy enclosure weighed in at 
25.Skg, thanks in part to a quarter wave 
transmission line, which requires extensive 
internal baffling. The speaker had a forward 
facing bass/mid unit, and a second bass/mid 
unit that faced upwards, the sound being re­
radiated from adjacent walls and the ceiling. 
The final unit was the offset tweeter. Use of 
transmission line bass loading means no reflex 
port, instead, the speaker was raised by spacers 
just above the supplied overhanging plinth, 
which provided a convoluted air path from the 
back of the driver cones to the outside world. 
Both of the larger drivers used stiff, lightweight 
carbon fibre cones in a neutral dark grey, that 
were otherwise similar in principle (but not in 
detail execution) to the yellow Kevlar units 
that are a house feature of the B&W brand. 
The tweeter had a larger than usual 28mm 
soft dome, clearly optimised for a relatively low 
crossover frequency, rather than ultimate 
high frequency extension.

The other important feature of the Howard 
S3, and indeed all other Castle speakers over

"The Howard S3 is 
all about scale and

the decades, was the excellent enclosure build 
and finish. Indeed, when the history books are 
written, Castle may be best remembered for 
high-quality natural veneered enclosures, and 
this side of the business was a significant 
source of OEM income for the company. 
Whether this sjde of the business willSurvive 
the transition from the original Castle, to 
whatever comes out of the current talks with 
outside investors that are rumoured to be 
taking place, will be a key indication of what 
kind of company emerges from the ashes.

Musically, the Howard S3 is all about scale 
and architecture. The sound is bold and 
muscular, with a strong bass, a leavening of air 
and genuine authority. The upwards-facing 
driver means that much of the midrange 
arrives via the upper half of the room, and in 
particular of course the ceiling, so image scale 
and height in particular are enhanced. But, 
because the listener sits way off axis over 
much of the aurally important part of the 
audio band, upper bass and midrange 
colorations and some box related artifacts are 
apparent and inescapable.

Overall though, the Castle Howard S3 was 
one of the more distinguished speakers in its 
area of the market, one with strong appeal to 
the market for traditional high fidelity, well 
dressed loudspeakers. HFC

Alvin Cold
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C I've put quotes on 'best' and added the 

qualifier 'what I consider' in the above 

paragraph deliberately, because in recording 

it's not just what you've got that matters, it's 

what you do with it. Every time an engineer 

decides to use a particular microphone, or put 

it in a particular spot rather than somewhere 

else, he or she has taken an artistic decision. Is 

one mic, or one spot, better than another7 Is 

one seat in a concert hall better than another7 

All this before any effects or mixing are used.

You've already seen, I'm sure, where this is 

leading. We talk about high 'fidelity', but never 

ask 'fidelity to what'7 To a frankly arbitrary idea 

of how it shouId sound. We know that 

equipment quality is desperately important, 

and yet the microphone, like the camera, not 

only can, but also arguably invariably does, lie. 

Oh, what a tangled web we weave...

is a professional musician, 

recording engineer and a highly 

knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boot. He writes 

about hi-fi exclusively for HFC

Apple juiced
There's more to download than iTunes

A
ny audiophile who's bought music from 

iTunes or other similar stores will know it 

can be a pretty depressing experience.

Sure, the stores work well and it's satisfying to 

be able to acquire so much music on impulse, 

but the product you receive is clearly lacking in 

quality. Apple believes that the files sold on 

iTunes are of 'adequate' sound quality, and 

perhaps if you will only use them on an iPod, 

they are. But music fans don't always want to 

listen to music on portable devices. No matter 

how good your computer may be, play iTunes 

files on any half-way decent stereo and you're 

in for a nasty shock: what you will hear is a 

long way below CD quality.

The main barrier to improving the sound 

quality is the use of digital rights management 

(ORM) technology. The two main standards - 

Apple's AAC and Microsoft's WMA - favour an 

encoding level of 128kbps. It's taking a long 

time for the major players in online music to 

shift to accepting that the encoding standard 

of 128kbps is not good enough for many 

music fans. There are some chinks of light

"Dance DJs now frequently download tracks 
to play out in clubs, and they demand better 
quality for big soundsystems."
appearing at the end of the tunnel however: a 

few moves are already underway which 

suggest that much better quality online music 

files should soon become widely available 

before too long.

Dance music enthusiasts and independent 

record labels are the heroes valiantly fighting 

to prove that the online music experience can 

and should be improved. Dance DJs now 

frequently download tracks to play out in 

clubs, and they demand better quality for big 

soundsystems. A number of dance music sites 

have now appeared to supply their needs. 

www.ministryofsound.com/download has 

been a real trailblazer: the site now offers files 

at either 192kbps or 320kbps, with a slightly 

higher charge for the better quality audio.

Another UK dance site leading the way is 

www.beatport.com. This site takes Ministry's 

lead a step further, and sells tracks in a variety 

of formats including WAV, the studio-quality 

master format. WAV files are big, but if you 

have a fast web connection and a spacious 

hard drive, Beatport offers audiophiles a truly 

fantastic download quality. These challenge 

the audiophile stance on downloaded music.

Yet more hope is offered by the recent arrival 

in the UK of eMusic - the second most popular 

download site in America. What makes eMusic 

unique is that all the files it sells are free from 

ORM. Crucially, they are also encoded at 

192kbps. The one thing that currently hampers 

eMusic is that only independent labels have so 

far been prepared to license their music. Tracks 

from the big labels - EMI, SonyBMG, Warner 

and Universal - will not be found there.

The majors have now begun to show they are 

prepared to soften their stance on ORM. At 

recent industry conferences, major label 

executives have said that they want to 

abandon ORM as the norm. EMI is now selling 

the new Norah Jones single ORM-free via 

Yahoo. The next few months should provide 

more forward movement. Music companies 

know there is demand for better quality 

downloads and the shift is starting to happen. 

You will, however, need to look beyond iTunes 

if sound quality is what you're after.

started in the music business 

doing PR for artists including the Spice Girls 

and The Verve. He is now editor of music trade 

bible www.recordoftheday.com
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Listen yourself well
It's officio/ - listening to music is good for you

A
t a seminar organized by the Wellcome 

Collection Susan Hallam, the editor of 

Psychology of Music and head of the 

Institute of Education, explained that listening 

to music promotes not only a sense of 

well-being but also provides long-term health 

benefits. So, hi-fi keeps you healthy'

This is because when we listen to music we 

also subconsciously learn its patterns and 

characteristics by making connections in our 

brains. These connections are strengthened 

with repeated hearing of the same piece or 

alternately weaken and disappear if we don't 

reacquaint ourselves with the music.

It is this intrinsic learning process applied in 

a subconscious way that is good for us. Of 

course, it also helps that listening to music 

stimulates opioids in the brain - the chemicals 

that give us pleasure.

This process, the sensitivity to and learning of 

music and sounds starts in the womb. An 

embryo's auditory system is functioning three 

to four months prior to birth and thus is the 

first sense to operate. Therefore, we literally 

become attuned to the sounds of our mothers' 

voice and sounds and music in her 

environment. It has been suggested that one 

reason for different tastes in music is due to 

the variations in this ambience at what is 

clearly a sensitive stage of development.

We of course continue to learn musical 

pieces throughout our lives and our response 

to music works on a variety of levels, the 

emotional response is processed by a very old 

and primitive part of the brain that is also the 

area that deals with the fight or flight 

response. At its most simple level this is what 

makes us tap our feet, which perhaps makes a 

mockery of the way that certain hi-fi 

manufacturers use this response to suggest 

that one company's equipment is more 

'musical' than the competition.

Learning to play a musical instrument has 

also been proven to improve IQ and to make 

children better able to learn mathematics. 

Whether this applies to mastering the drum 

solo on Deep Purple's The Mule is not clear, 

but both music and maths require precision to 

achieve the right end result. Even listening to 

music while learning other disciplines can be □

©
The Doors had become an 

overnight sensation in 1967 

with the release of their first, 

eponymous album and its brace

of chart-storming singles, Break On Through 

and Light My Fire. Everyone wanted more of 

their dark side psychedelia led by Ray 

Manzarek's baroque organ quadrilles and of 

course, the tousle-haired angel/demon in the 

leather keks. When Jim Morrison's men entered 

Sunset Sound Recorders' Studio l in LA they 

already had a clutch of songs written around 

the same time as their first album, but they 

also felt the pressure to move things forward.

A crucial element in the eventual sound of 

the record is likely to have been engineer Bruce 

Botnick's acquisition of an early acetate of the 

Beatles' Sgt Pepper, several months before its 

official release. As the engineer recalls, "We 

were all totally blown away by such 

revolutionary creativity... we were technically 

inspired to shoot for the moon".

They were helped by new technology. The 

Doors had been recorded on four track, half 

inch tape, and the band had the option to 

move to eight track, one inch. They jumped at 

the chance, and made every effort to make use 

of those four extra tracks.

And unusually, Sunset Sound had a 

dedicated vocal booth, which gave extra scope 

for Botnick to highlight Morrison's doomy 

baritone - not the most versatile of 

instruments perhaps, but certainly one that 

commanded attention, especially when 

complemented by a synthesiser used to distort 

the vocals on the opening title track, which set 

the eerie tone that would pervade the rest of 

the album. In fact, much of that eerie tone was 

down to Studio l 's echo chamber.

What the album didn't immediately have 

however, was an obvious hit single. On the first 

album, the singles virtually chose themselves 

(although in the case of Light My Fire close to 

two minutes had to be excised from the 

album cut to make it radio and single friendly) 

but more care was needed this time around. 

Love Me Two Times was the chosen candidate, 

but it never got anywhere near the 

globe-straddling dominance of Light My Fire.

Everyone wanted more of 
their dark side psychedelia 
led by Ray Manzarek's 
baroque organ quadrilles.

When The Music's Over, the 11-minute epic 

that closes the album, acts like a bookend to 

the first album's The End, but surpasses it in 

almost every way. While the earlier track may 

have been more contentious, with its Oedipal 

themes, the later song is more dynamic, less 

meandering and features one of the most 

awesome fade and resurgence moments in 

rock history. It's no surprise that it was usually 

chosen as the song with which they ended 

their live shows.

The album has been reissued many times 

since its original release, notably as inferior 

quality CD in the early eighties, though the 

most recent is as part of the Perception box set, 

where it also receives a 5.1 DVD-Audio remix, 

which serves to heighten the otherworldliness 

of much of the album, like it's been beamed in 

from a time long since lost.

The world and his revisionist wife seems to 

have been quick to jump on the bandwagon to 

ridicule the band for their regular misfires, 

especially since the more pompous than they 

ever were biog film by Oliver Stone, but despite 

pretensions and often unpleasant 

personalities, at their best, they were a 

beautifully malign mirror on the Summer of 

Love that foreshadowed some of the best 

(Iggy, Ian Curtis) and worst (Bono, Dave Gahan 

etc etc) of rock to come. HFC
Dave Oliver
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Cl beneficial. Another speaker, Ian Cross, 
director of the Centre for Science and Music, 

looked at the way we hear music. He is 

concerned primarily with music's temporal 

structure, its beat. Apparently, notes have to 

occur within a certain time frame forthem to 

be heard as a beat, It's only when notes repeat 

over a period greater than three milliseconds 

and three seconds that they are detected as a 

beat or rhythm. We are able to do this 

extremely quickly and take many of our cues 

about the metrical nature of a piece of music 

from the first few seconds that we hear. This 

allows musicians to alter the style of a piece by 

making a small playing change to the tempo 

of the opening bar.

This event went on to explore many other 

aspects of music's remarkable powers and 

certainly made the case for having a good 

enough audio system to make us want to 

listen. So next time your significant other 

discourages an upgrade just remind them of 

the health benefits.

began working on Hi-Fi 
Choice over 15 years ago, eventually rising to 
the position of editor. He's currently indulging 

his passion as a freelance hi-fi writer

"His pursuit of pleasure is absolute. It isn't 
riddled with guilt, but oozing Beluga and 
parking tickets."

No final vinyl
Just when you think CD is good enough

I
t was illuminating to spend a day with 

Audio Note UK boss Peter Qvortrup 

listening to this month's Beautiful System 
(p38) in the place where it probably sounds 

best, between the LP-lined walls of his living 

room. PQ, the fiercely bright Dane with a 

penchant for caviar has probably done more to 

evangelise the joy of single-ended triodes than 

anyone else in Europe.

Sceptics tend to feel the heat too and melt in 

his presence. I was one five years ago when we 

first met. At the time, I hadn't heard a piece of 

Audio Note kit that lived up to its price tag. I 

simply couldn't get a handle on individual hi-fi 

components that cost in excess of fl00,000, 
and there were a few of those in the 

undeniably complicated Audio Note catalogue. 

Still are. But my doubts dissolved when I met 

the man, saw the factory and, best of all, 

listened to his extraordinary system. It was 

simply the best I'd heard.

It's easy to understand why. Qvortrup is an 

unreconstructed hi-fi hedonist. Once he'd 

nailed a good thing, he found it impossible to 

ration himself or, indeed, think of any good 

reason why he should. The notion informs 

much what he does. The man has in excess of 

3 5,000 LPs and a stockpile of tubes that has 
to be seen to be believed. He drives fast 

because he wants to; parks where he pleases, 

too. His pursuit of pleasure is absolute. It isn't 

riddled with guilt, but oozing Beluga and 

parking tickets.

It's interesting that he didn't seem more 

disappointed when we decided to sideline his 

new turntable in the Beautiful System line-up.

Qvortrup isn't alone, of course, in believing 

that analogue is superior to digital, but fewer 

tend to go along with his assertion that it's 

incomparably better. Perhaps they will now. 

This time, as five years ago, the demonstration 

was pretty devastating.

But then the new Audio Note TTThree 
Reference is, in every sense, something else. 

For one thing, it has three massive motors, 

each delivering about two horsepower. 

According to PQ, this gives a platter mass 

inertia equivalent of well over half a ton, but 

without the usual considerable energy storage 

drawbacks of a high-mass platter. In fact, the 

platter is light and made from polycarbonate.

Much as he might like to, Qvortrup can't 

un-invent CD. So instead he has radically 

re-thought DAC design to exclude as many of 

the filtering regimes as possible. This, he says, 

gives the music its best chance to survive 

intact. The filterless Audio Note DAC 5

Signature is an astonishingly vibrant and 

musical piece of digital kit. Yet, next to the TT 
Three, it sounded comparatively dry and sterile.

Despressing7 A little. But also uplifting. For 

anyone who feels they've hit the buffers with 

digital, it's good to know there's still 

somewhere to go.

has been wallowing in gorgeous 
hi-fi and then describing its virtues and vices in 

Hi-Fi Choice since 1990

Mind the gap
What separates live and recorded music'

L
istening to a lot of music through hi-fi 

systems is a major part of my day job. To 

change the mood a little, at night I 

sometimes attend concerts, which more often 

than not, are of acoustic music performed in 

classic music venues. Last night, it was the 

Queen Elizabeth Hall, last week the recently 

refurbished Cadogan Hall and before that the 

Royal Albert Hall. Occasionally, the concert 

schedule branches out, with forays into foreign 

venues. Some of the best are the increasingly 

18 HI-FI CHOICE I february 2007



i nfrequent occasions when those who organise 
press trips to exotic foreign locations have the 
guts to invite the press to hear real music in 
real surroundings. Inevitably, I find myself 
wondering how it is that live music making is 
so much more musically satisfying an 
experience than listening through a hi-fi 
system in a domestic scale acoustic.

I don't claim to have the answers, but I am 
becoming increasingly convinced that this 
performance gap between large scale/live and 
small scale/recorded is not fundamentally 
about sound quality. Objectively the sound of a 
really good system can be up there with live 
music making on almost all objective 
measures... detail resolution, tonality, bass 
depth and the rest. Yet, the music from even 
the best hi-fi systems still fails to communicate 
as well as live music even in fairly poor 
acoustic surroundings. Yesterday's concert at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall is a prime example. It 
featured a huge orchestra in cramped 
surroundings, which worked in the loud 
passages of the big orchestral work, but just 
didn't work in the quieter ones. It was all too 
cluttered and busy sounding when there 
should have been more repose and space and 
yet, as a live event, it was still a vastly more 
musical experience than when listening to a 
hi-fi system at home.

I am becoming increasingly convinced that a 
key factor in this great divide has something to 
do with the clash between listening room and 
concert hall acoustics. From my brief look at 
the published work on the subject, acoustic 
engineering is infinitely more subtle and 
involved than is often allowed within the hi-fi 
industry inspired literature on the subject.

Trying to tame listening acoustics of course, 
has been a major preconception in the hi-fi 
industry, from the various absorbents and 
reflectors that are often sold to address 
perceived acoustic problems, but more 
interestingly the active electronics dedicated to 
the task in multichannel and home cinema 
equipment. Traditional stereo hi-fi has on the 
whole done rather well to avoid the subject, 
not because it isn't relevant, but perhaps 
because the topic has been spooked my the 
misdirected efforts of the big boys.

Yamaha in particular has built a small 
i ndustry from modelling and reproducing real 
acoustics in real time DSP simulations, with 
results that are then conflated with the final 
listening room acoustics, to what musical end 
is hard to determine. So no solutions here as 
you can see, just an attempt to point to an 
area where my opinion has been unjustly 
neglected over the years, and that needs to be 
better studied and understood.

began writing about hi-fi more 
than 20 years ago and has become one of the 
UK's most internationally renowned reviewers

The word 'transient' means 
'something that doesn't last long', 
and its meaning within audio is 
no different. A drum hit is a 

transient; a long held note on a pipe organ is 
not - but the dividing line is always going to 
be pretty vague as even a 'long' note is short in 
geological terms.

11 is often suggested by manufacturers that 
transients are fundamentally different from 
long notes. One of the most common retorts 
when the technically measured performance of 
a piece of equipment appears to contradict 
some fondly held belief is that 'that's just with 
steady-state tones - transient performance is 
different'. Transients, we are told, have 
ferociously fast rise times and involve very high 
voltages and (particularly) currents. As such, 
they are in fact far more demanding than a 
'steady-state' test tone.

I t's true that most (not all) of the signals 
used in the lab are steady-state in the sense 
that they consist of one or more sine waves of 
unvarying frequency, sustained for long 
enough that any upsets caused by suddenly 
applying the signal have settled down. But 
there is nothing steady about a voltage 
chattering up and down several thousand 
times a second! There is a fundamental 
relationship between rise time (the time a 
signal takes to get from minimum amplitude 
to maximum amplitude) and frequency.

In this column previously (in HFC 277 and 
HFC 279), we saw how any signal can be 
described in terms of its spectrum. By a neat 
bit of symmetry, an infinitely short signal has 
an infinitely wide spectrum, and vice versa - a 
truly single-frequency spectrum is associated 
with an infinitely long signal. One corollary of 
this is that any real-world signal is to some 
extent a transient, as we already deduced by 
common sense in the first paragraph above.

But the other corollary is that with a limited 
bandwidth, transients have a limited 'speed'. 
All audio systems have limited bandwidth and 
in fact the 'fastest' signal you can have is 
nothing more than a full-amplitude sine wave 
at the highest frequency in the pass band. Take 
CD: with a bandwidth of 20kHz, the maximum

"There is nothing steady 
about a voltage chattering 
up and down several 
thousand times a second."
'slew rate' of a 2V-output CD player is about 
350V/ms and no transient is ever going to 
realistically exceed that.

I n purely practical terms, I spend a lot of time 
staring at audio waveforms on a computer 
screen when editing recordings. Looking at a 
few minutes' music in one image, transients 
are obvious. Zooming in, however, to the scale 
where one can see individual samples, they are 
much less dramatic.

Actually, the most rapid ones are those 
associated with the attack of sounds like a 
violin string or a vocal consonant. But the 
'killer transient' is a myth. Transients are 
indeed an essential part of music, but nothing 
about them is tougher than replaying a so- 
called 'steady' sine wave.

Well... that's not exactly true. Transients may 
not be faster than sine waves, but they ean be 
very slow. Indeed, they can be asymmetric, 
containing DC (or near-DC) energy that upsets 
the equilibrium of a circuit and, typically more 
importantly, of a loudspeaker for a fraction of a 
second and causes increased distortion as a 
unwanted side effect.

Funnily enough, one of the most effective 
ways of improving subjective bass performance 
of a system can be rigorously limiting the 
ultra-low-frequency extension. We'll have to 
come back to this one I HFC

Richard Black
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Imagine an affordable range of loudspeakers able to join the Homage and Cremona families. Imagine 
a full selection, from centre channel to main and surround speakers to subwoofer, floorstanding or 
shelf mounting, a complete selection of stands, with the unmistakable lute shape, leather details, 
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For over two decades, Sonus faber have treated us to speakers so beautiful that they've revolu­
tionised the entire industry. Where once there were only parallel sides, we now have curves. Where 
once we suffered poor veneers, we now savour finishes worthy of the finest furniture. From the 
exquisite Homage series, representing the ultimate in Sonus faber artistry, to the Cremona range, 
offering the pleasure of Homage for a wider audience, Sonus faber has addressed the needs of the 
majority of music and cinema lovers. Now, the audience is wider still.
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SYSTEM Fill
Hi-Fi Choice reader Ian Pellatt has steadily built a superb system

THE SYSTEM_______________________
Meridian G06 CD player

Audiolab 8000A integrated amplifier

Audiolab 8000P power amplifiers (x2)

Ruark Prelude loudspeakers

Chord Chameleon interconnect cables 

QED Silver Anniversary Bi-Wire speaker cable 

Merlin mains filter and mains cable

I
an Pellatt has been an audiophile for years. 

He enjoys all kinds of music, but is a 

particular fan of anything funky, especially 

when it's got a Hammond B-3 organ groovin' 

away in the background. These important 

considerations have shaped his system.

The result is perfectly 

matched kit.
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Y
 W

IN
D
O
W

speaker

speaker

coffee table

sofa

cabinet

DOOR

Like most music lovers, the path down the 

hi-fi road was a relatively inauspicious one. It 

began with a Technics cassette-receiver system, 

coupled with a pair of classic Mission 700 

loudspeakers back in the late 1970s.

The bug bit soon after that. This was the 

time when LP was king and Ian bought a Rega 

Planar 3 turntable, complete with the original 

RI 00 arm (he still has this deck, but like many 

vinyl systems today, it languishes in the attic). 

Rotel amps came and went, followed by NAD 

3140s and a pair of Monitor Audio 352s. 

CD arrived in 2000, in the shape of the Arcam 

CD92, followed closely by an Audiolab 8000A 

integrated amplifier (built in 1988), which still 

resides today as preamp in the system.

Soon after these two settled in place, it was 

time to change the speakers, in part purely on 

cosmetic grounds. Out went the Monitor 

Audios and in came a pair of Ruark Prelude 

floorstanders, prettily finished in the same 

light oak livery as the rest of the furniture in 

the living room. These needed more oomph, 

so in came two stereo Audiolab 8000P 

power amps, which were drafted into 

position and bridged and bi-amped (which 

means they act as monoblocks).

According to Ian, the biggest change 

to the system came recently, when the 

Arcam CD92 was phased out in favour 

of a Meridian G06 CD player. Aside 

from Merlin mains treatments, Chord 

interconnects and QED speaker 

cables, that’s how the system shapes 

up thus far.

There will be future upgrades, of course, and 

these will happen on the same gradual, 

carefully considered scale. He will be 

upgrading the amplifiers in three or four years 

time, and right now the Meridian range of 

electronics looks like the next big change.

DISCRETION IS THE BEST PART
Unless you live alone, or are rich enough to 

have your own dedicated hi-fi lair, a system in 

a living room is all about compromise. It's a 

trade off between a room fit for listening, and 

a room fit for everything else. In Ian's case, this 

meant the hi-fi is hidden in the shelves 

beneath a glass cabinet, discreet cables and 

perhaps most importantly, the left speaker 

further from the wall than the right one. This 

makes the spacing between the listener and 

speakers ideal, if not the room placement. 

Fortunately, the Ruark Preludes are forgiving 

enough not to be bothered by this.

A system that has been assembled over the 

years can sound wonderful, or it can sound like 

a hotchpotch of random products, thrown 

together over the decades. Fortunately, Ian's 

system falls into the former category; it has 

been put together and improved with care and 

consideration, with clever auditioning and 

proper system matching. Ian - and his dealer 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi - should take a great deal of 

pride in matching up a system that so perfectly 

fits both room and musical preference.

This last part is key. Ian's musical tastes and 

his system perfectly match one another; it's a 

chummy, inviting and fluid sound with a fine 

beat, perfect for playing the cool and funky 

music Ian spends hours listening to. Best 

of a 11, it's the sort of sou nd that ma kes 

people want to listen to music more... and 

that's a sure sign of quality hi-fi. HFC
Alan Sircom

C’MON - JOIN IN THE FUN!
If you'd like your system to be featured in System 
File, simply write a 'review' of your system using 
500 words or less and send it to: System File, 
Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe 
Street, London NWl 6NW. Or email it to 
hifisub@futurenet.co.uk (please include your 
name and address). If we pick 
you, you'll get a visit from one 
of our reviewers, plus a special 
'goody bag' consisting of a Hi-Fi 
Choice T-shirt, IsoTek's System 
Enhancer CD and Russ
Andrews' Sound Solutions 
book... so get writing 1

^OlQi
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The world according to...

A ream
This month, Hi-Fi Choice talks to John Dawson, president and founder of Cambridgeshire audio 
legend Arcam. Interview: Malcolm Steward

M
ore than 30 years have passed since 

Arcam first produced its legendary 

A&R A60 amplifier. The company has 

grown since its humble beginnings. A&R 

Cambridge is now called Arcam and exports to 

around 60 countries. It has a turnover 

approaching flS million and a 90-strong 

workforce. We visited Arcam in its present 

headquarters in Waterbeach, which has been 

its home since 1980 and spoke to its president 

and founder, John Dawson.

HFC Do you still view Japanese 

manufacturers as your ma in rivals ? 

JO It depends upon which product categories 

you're looking at. Arcam has always made 

traditional stereo equipment, but now perhaps, 

more than half the company's business is in 

audio-visual equipment. Those still play stereo, 

and are designed to play music, but they don't 

fall into the category of traditional stereo. So, 

in terms of our AV products, our main 

competitors are large Japanese companies. But 

in the stereo component business - which is 

not as strong as it used to be for us - the 

primary competition is British and European, or 

those brands that are Far Eastern-sourced; 

NAD, Rotel and the like. In terms of the Arcam 

Solo, our two-channel all-in-one product, I'm 

not sure who our competition is but it's 

certainly not either of the two I've mentioned; 

it's more of a sort of Bose Lifestyle-class 

product, and it sells to a wider audience.

HFC The Solo has been a great su ccess fo r 
you. Did it exceed your expectations 7 

JO Some markets, such as Hong Kong, don't 
necessarily 'get it' while others certainly do. So 

long as the dealers understand where it's 

positioned, we do very well. On balance, it has 

exceeded our expectations.

HFC Will the Solo develop into ar AV and 

multi-channel product?

JO Yes, and we are about to deliver a number 
of Movie Solos for beta testing. I guess that it 

should be released early in 2007. The public 

response has, again, been above our 

expectations for what is quite an expensive 

product. That said, its performance is very 

good, especially with music, plus it copes with, 

high resolution multichannel formats, so it is a 

universal product. It has HDMI and that 

slightly abused term, upscaling. It has some 

decent amplifiers in it too, so it is both a good 

music as well as movie package.

HFC Could you just expand on your 

dis missive attitude towa rds upscaling ?

JO Some parts of the world, as you know, are 
moving towards high definition TV and 

displays. In Europe we've adopted the term 

'HD Ready', which means a display should have 

at least 720 lines and an HDMI connector or 

equivalent to be classed as High Definition. To 

remind your readers, standard definition is 720 

by 480 pixels for North America, Japan and 

"When we came across the DAB system, we 

thought that it had the potential to be an 

excellent high-quality medium for radio."

Ninja master Dawson is an expert in the 
lethal 'butterfly elbow' technique

Korea, while about 85 per cent of the world 

runs on 720 by 576 lines. These are standard 

definition formats and they're also interlaced, 

where two fields combine to form one frame, 

so there is some temporal compression in the 

signal. This is fine for a static picture, but tricky 

when it contains movement.

HD runs at resolutions that are typically five 

times higher in terms of pixel rates - 1280 by 

720 progressive, which is great for sports and 

anything with movement, or 1920 by 1080 

interlaced, which isn't much different in picture 

content - there's more detail but less temporal 

detail, if you see what I mean. It's quite an 

interesting compromise. Both of those are 

regarded as high definition. Displays, driven by 

the flat-panel market, have been rapidly 

emerging to support that with comparable 

numbers of pixels. If you playa standard DVD
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it will get scaled up by the display to fill the 
screen: that is scaling and you can also do that 
in the DVD player, provided the display will 
accept its output. The question is which device 
does the job better. That is an open question 
because sometimes the answer is one and 
sometimes it's the other. Sometimes it's best to 
have a separate video processor with fancy 
chips that may do it better than either of them.

But, it has become an accepted norm to 
produce DVD players that deliver a high 
resolution output that is scaled up from a 
standard resolution disc. That isn't HD, of 
course, although various people will say 
otherwise, but it has become accepted and 
something that is expected on products. We've 
marketed HDMI outputs on DVD players for a 
couple of years now quite successfully without 
scaling. Our latest products do scaling but we 
only do it using very high performance parts, 
because otherwise it would be completely 
pointless to my way of thinking.
HFC Is upscaling just marketing hype, then?
JD It's a case of bigger numbers sell more 
products. It has always gone on and I guess it 
always will. The argument about 1080p is an 
even bigger piece of bull, because there is no 
known system in the domestic market - 
whether broadcast, Blu-ray or HD DVD - that 
supports more than 1080i: it's not in the specs.

If it's movie stock from film, which always 
starts life at 24 frames per second, then it is 
perfectly possible to reconstruct all the detail 
in that movie frame from interlaced storage, 
because the starting temporal rate is quite 
slow so all the information can be preserved 
losslessly. And, with some provisions, it can be 
done perfectly. As for video, it never goes 
above 1080i: it JUSt doesn't do it. So anything 
that says 1080p is bullshit. It can be done - 
and we've done it rather well in some of our 
players - but it's actually pretty pointless.
HFC Do you believe that compressed music 
can be truly satisfying7
JD When we came across the DAB system, we 
thought that it had the potential to be an 
excellent high-quality medium for radio. I have 
heard enough at higher bit rates to know that 
it can be excellent. It has a number of things 
going for it: it's quiet; it's interference-free with 
a competent aerial; it's easy to use and, at its 
best, it can be very good. But, there's always 
going to be dynamic range compression at 
some level on most broadcast systems. The 
problem is that to make the system 
commercially successful, the broadcasters have 
found that more channels at lower quality is a 
better business model than fewer channels at 
higher quality. 3
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C With regard to the iPod, we all know that 
this has been a very successful product 
category and all power to Apple. There had 
been portable players and download systems 
long before the iPod, but Apple was the first 
company that brought them together into one 
stylish, simple and easy-to-use system that 
actually worked. As such, it has become a very 
important source for audio systems, because it 
isn't listened to just with ear-buds.

We felt early on that even if the sound 
quality in some cases was compromised, it still 
paid to make it easy for one's customers to 
connect it to their hi-fi. So, the first thing we 
did was to provide an input on the front of a 
couple of our components, and the second 
stage of integration for us was to use the serial 
port on the Solo, so that you could use the 
microprocessor and our remote control to 
control and generate displays for the iPod, 
which makes for a nice user experience.

And here's the interesting point; the data 
rate at which you put stuff onto the iPod is 
under the user's control, at least as far as your 
own music - as opposed to what you download 
- is concerned. Under those circumstances, 
there is nothing apart from storage constraints 
to stop you recording at an acceptably high 
data rate rather than the default.

My iPod is a 30GB model and I have 
recorded 50 or 60 albums losslessly onto it and 
they sound very satisfactory, even if the 
decoding of lossless compression does seem to 
decrease battery life dramatically.

In truth, we feel it's appropriate to offer an 
interface to anything out there that our 
customers might use. With something as iconic 
as the iPod, it really is a no-brainer.
HFC Is there still a healthy market for your 
conventional hi-fi separates?
JO The company still produces - and will 
continue to produce - hi-fi, and it wants to 
make the hi-fi products that it already produces 
even better. But, it's fair to say that something 
like half our sales by value today are in the AV 
sector. As far as we're concerned, however, that 
i s also high-end music. For example, everyone 
of our DVD players is at least a competent CD 
player. And now, thanks to what we've learned 
over the years, we're able to make them very 
good CD players. The performance of the DV 
139 DVD player I have at home is comparable 
to our CD36 CD player. We would be happy to 
see it blind-tested against almost any premium 
CD player in the market. And, of course, it also 
plays multichannel DVD-A and SACD pretty 
well, and all for the same price as other 
high-end CD players from our colleagues.
HFC Do you think that universal players 
represent the future for disc-based systems? 
JO That's a double-edged sword, because it 
depends on what you mean by 'universal'.

"We have been working on a music server, 
capable of serving four zones with music 
quality comparable to a£ 1 ,OOO CD player."
There is no player into which you can insert any 
125mm silver disc, because we now have the 
spectre, if that's the right word, of two high 
definition video formats, Blu-ray and HD DVD, 
limping over the horizon.

What we have today for standard definition 
video is a universal player that supports SD 
video, all the audio formats, and MP3 and 
WMA on DVD - 9GB of storage on one disc. 
However, it is not a simple case of just needing 
a firmware upgrade, as our customers 
occasionally ask us, to make it support 
HD DVD or Blu-ray. If you were to want such a 
player upgraded to support them, all that you'd 
be able to re-use from the original would be 
the mains cable.

People ask us which of the two new formats 
we support and the answer is that we are 
sitting on the fence to see how the situation 
evolves. If we were to build a player, what we'd 
like to do is make one that would support both 
formats, which currently is impossible. I'm sure 
that will change, though.

What is important for your readers to 
understand is that even if one could succeed in 
making that product for video, it would have 
no hope of supporting both high resolution 
audio formats, because the drives used (in 
general) are computer ATAPl-type drives and 
they do not support SACD. So this hope of 
having a truly universal player remains as far 
away as ever.
HFC Does Arcam plan to release a 
hard-disk music server product soon? 
JO It is no secret that we have been working 
on a music server for some time that's capable 

of serving four zones with music quality 
comparable to that of a £1,000 CD player. We 
haven't released it yet, because although the 
hardware works, we haven't been satisfied with 
the software, much of which is third party. It 
needs to be virtually bullet-proof before you 
release it into the custom install market. We 
see the server along with what I'll call an 
'archiving CD player', a grown-up iPod if you 
will, as good ideas. We will release such 
products as soon as we're convinced that the 
software is sufficiently robust.
HFC Finally, are you still manufacturing in 
■ he UK o r h a’ ■ you Jtsourced production? 
JO We've made use of overseas manufacture, 
but not everything is made there nor is it going 
to be. Even with our AV products that are 
produced overseas, we still try to engineer a 
decent life-cycle into them - for the benefit of 
our customers, retailers and ourselves.

It's interesting that while the Solo is built by 
our partner in China, with Movie Solo we 
looked very closely at where to build it and 
discovered that by the time we'd taken 
shipping and duty into account, it was no more 
expensive to build it here, so it will be made in 
the UK, as with all our DVD players.

Arcam may make some products overseas these 
days, but it remains at heart the quintessential 
British hi-fi company. It is moving with the 
times, producing AV products, system solutions 
and even iPod friendly devices. And yet, it has 
stayed at core the same enthusiast-led 
company that made the A60 and turned the 
hi-fi business on its head. HFC
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A PAIR OF AVI ACTIVE NEUTRON 
SPEAKERS WORTH £1,049!

A
VI's brilliant Active Neutron 
loudspeaker is a real revelation for 
the forward-thinking audiophile.

This active version of the popular 
Neutron IV, sports AVI's Amp-Pak; a 
power amp module that 'bolts’ onto the 
back of the diminutive speaker. It gives 
the speaker a cool 150 watts of 
AVI-quality amplification power and 
that's more than enough to bring out 
the sparkle in this beautifully transparent 
speaker. Amp-Pak aside, the Neutron's 
design is unchanged. The driver 
compliment includes a 25mm fabric­
dome tweeter and a 125mm doped 
paper cone, that produce a lovely open 
midrange with lashings of detail.

In fact, we were so impressed with this 
speaker in our December issue (HFC 
288) we gave it a Best Buy badge. Of 
course, it's more than just a conventional 
active hi-fi speaker. If you have an iPod, 
you can connect it direct to the Amp-Pak, 
to produce an absolute marvel of 
miniature music making that gives 'micro 
hi-fi’ a whole new meaning. For your 
chance to win a pair, simply answer the 
question below. The lucky winner will be I 

drawn at random after the closing date.

QUESTION:
Where does the Amp-Pack 
bolt on to?
A: The back
B: The sack
C: The crack

TO ENTER:
By Phone: Simply call
0906 703 1401 and follow the
instructions (maximum cost of call: fl.50).

CONGRATULATIONS
...to our last winner, Mr.Spencer of 

Halifax, who wins a superb 
Cambridge Audio 840 CD and 

amplifier worth £1,400! /

By Text: Simply send the text message AVI (followed by a space) 
with the answer A, B or C to 84383. For example, if you think the answer is 
B: The sack, then text AVI B to 84383.

TERMS AND CONDITIONSThe competition start date is 11 January 2007. The closing date for entries is 07 February 2007. Employees of Future Publishing (including freelancers) and their relatives and any agents involved are ineligible 
to enter-. The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash. The entries will be judged after the closing date and the winners will be notified by telephone 
within ten days of that date. Prizes will be sent out within 28 days of notification by the companies involved, not Hi-Fi Choice or Future Publishing. Entering costs - BY TEXT: E l.00 (including VAT) for each entry plus 
your usual text message cost This sevice is available to T-Mobile, Orange, Vodafone and 02 customer's only. BY PHONELINE: Each call costs a maximum of£ 1.50. Please remember to get piermission from the 
person who pays the bill before you enter-. No purchase necessary. Alternatively, please send your name, address and telephone number with the correct answer to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London NWl 6NW. If you have any problems making your call or sending your text, please contact the service provider, Opal Telecom. Tel: 0845 330 5002. Email: futuresupport@opaltelecom.co.uk
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specially selected by
What HiFi? Sound and Vision
WHAT Hl Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI FI? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

CD PLAYERS

CYRUS CD6s

CD PLAYER
BEST CD PLAYER £1000-£1500

CYRUS CD8X

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £750 - £1250

CYRUS 8VS2

time-shifting DAB radio to suit your lifestyle! 
It’s a Cyrus tuner, so you know it will sound great. It’s bristling with the 
latest digital technology, like using EPG to select and record shows to 
an SD card while you’re out and about. To find out more about its 
advanced features visit www.cyrusaudio.com

Designed and built in Britain

http://www.cyrusaudio.com


ChoiceCiits
This month's varied musical morsels
Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, 
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

AUDIOPHILE VINYL COMPACT DISC & VINYL
CLARK TERRY
Color Changes
Candid/Pure Pleasure 
180g vinyl

Music: Trumpet and 
“•C? \ flugelhorn player Clark Terry 

played with many of the 
greats of the swing and 
be-bop eras, including 
Count Basie, Duke

...( Ellington and later on, 
Oscar Peterson and 

Quincy Jones. For this 1960 outing, 
he's with Yusef Lateef on tenor, flute, 
English horn and oboe, alongside 
trombonist Jimmy Knepper, Julius 
Watkins, French horn, and Seldon 
Powell also on tenor. Standouts are 
Brother Terry with its growling mute 
trumpet intro and Lateef's eastern feel, 
and Nohstye Blues with its funky and 
superb solo by Lateef.
Sound: Being an early stereo recording 
the tendency is to keep most of the 
musicians in one channel or the other, 
allowing only the lead to come 
through in stereo proper. It's a superb 
transcript, though, with fabulous tone 
and an effortless feel. ★★★★ JK

PEE WEE RUSSELL, 
COLEMAN HAWKINS 
Jazz Reunion
Candid/Pure Pleasure
180g vinyl

Music: Clarinet player Pee 
Wee Russell started in the 
1920s, with the likes of Bix 
Biederbecke and later Louis 
Prima and Eddie Condon. It 
wasn't until the late 1950s 
that he managed to lead 
his own group. This classic 

line-up catches him at the age of 54, 
playing with all the lyricism and 
originality that made his name.

Pee Wee's Dixieland and swing styles 
are brought 'up to date' by the be-bop 
inclinations of the band, which 
includes some of the finest musicians 
on the jazz scene at the time. This 
combination of old and new schools 
makes for some highly original and 
thoroughly engaging playing. ★★★★ 
Sound: Candid always made a point of 
telling you what equipment it used to 
make its recordings. It's a pity that 
more recording engineers didn't seem 
to take much notice, because the 
results the label achieved were always 
very good, and is this no exception. As 
always, PP has done a fine job of the 
mastering and pressing JK

LPs were supplied by Pure Pleasure. 
® www.purepleasurerecords.com

MOORE & SONS
Us FoolsTriumphant Sound
Music: Thirty-something New Yorker Chris Moore used to be the drummer in punk band Negative Approach. But his approach now is much more in 'Sufjan Stevens meets classic Scott Walker' territory (with a touch of the orchestrals every now and then). Despite an air of casual improv, tracks such as Deep Pools and Slight Comparisons have a fair dollop of wit and intelligence as well as a feel that can best be described as acoustic-hypnotic (it might, partly, be all those star-struck vibraphone notes). Moore can, and will, do even better in future, but this is a pretty damn good start to any solo career. **** 
Sound: Mixed, produced and cleanly mastered in a style that has, to these ageing ears, echoes of George Martin's finest work with The Beatles (circa 1966-1967). **** PS

THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE QUEEN 
The Good, The Bad & The Queen Parlophone
Music: Surely the last thing Damon Albarn needs is another new band' But G, B&Q finds him teaming up with ex-Clash bassist Paul Simenon, Afro-funk drummer Tony Allen and Verve guitarist Simon Tong, to create a quitedifferent sound to Blur or Gorillaz. With the singer on keyboards, there's an uneasy, spooky quality to many of the dozen songs that evoke the same sort of creeping disquiet as the Specials' Ghost Town, while Albarn's lyrics paint a picture of a modern, blighted Britain radically at variance with the fetished visions of Parkllife. Hardly the most immediate record he's ever made, but confirmation that he has easily become our most interesting homegrown pop star since David Bowie.****
Sound: Producer Danger Mouse, of Gnarls Barkley fame creates a surreal, echoing quality that perfectly suits Albarn's cryptic and often disturbing lyrics about a world out of kilter. **** NW

ADAMS, CORIGLIANO, ET AL 
Violin Concerto, Chaconne from The 
Red Violin, Romanian Rhaposdies, 
Tristan and Isolde fantasiaChloe Hanslip (violin), Charles Owen (piano), Royal Phil, Leonard Slatkin (cond) Naxos American Classics - Naxos 8.559302 
Music: These contain little obvious link, except some assured and fluid fiddling from ace-violinist Chloe Hanslip, clearly a major talent in the making. Her playing comes across with real feeling, particularly on the Adams Volin Concerto, and the Corigliano Chaconne, both of which are well worth owning. The Enescu Rhapsodies is banal, the Waxman Fantasia is re-hashed Wagner, and both sound like they are arranged for films. *****
Sound: This Abbey Road recording is engineered more than well enough to showcase the talents of those involved, with sound that is clear, atmospheric and believable. ***** AG

LUCINDA WILLIAMS
Car Wheels On A Gravel RoadLost Highway
Music: A stunning reissue of Lucinda Willams' career-defining 1998 album, which was also seminal in launching the alt-country boom. Williams' songs potently conjure the languid atmosphere of the deep South in a manner that has seldom been bettered outside the literary works of Eudora Welty and Flannery O'Connor. Now extended over two CDs, this includes previously unreleased tracks, plus a brilliant live concert recorded with her road band in Philadelphia for a radio broadcast in the summer of 1998, with guest cameos from the likes of Steve Earle and Emmylou Harris. ***** 
Sound: Completely remastered, the studio tracks combine muscularity and subtlety, while the dynamic live recordings capture Williams and band at the top of their game. **** NW

MOVE D/ NAMLOOK
Sons Of KrautFax
Music: From its Schloss Norvenich style cover down to the ethnic stylee of some of the grooves, we are certainly in the land of Can. Up in the Heidelberg studio of David Moufang aka Move D, he and now veteran 'Technoician', Pete Namlook have carved a successful modern interpretation of Krautrock. Once pilloried for the self-indulgence of the likes of Amon Duul, this disc thankfully takes its inspiration from acts such as Cluster, Kraftwerk, NEU' and Can, though theTangerine Dream, Kraan and Passport references on the cover are a mystery. ***** 
Sound: A twin disc set (the second is a 5.1), and already a collector's item, the sound has this oceanic spread that none of the Krautrockers could have hoped to emulate. ***** MP
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "Expansive is not the word"

HUMBLE PIE Performance Rockin' the Fillmore a&m

Music When the Small Faces broke up, singer Steve Marriott 
formed Humble Pie with drummer Jerry Shirley, bassist Greg 
Ridley and a young guitar player called Peter Frampton. 
Unlike their counterparts in The Faces, they followed a more 
experimental route that married British and US rock styles to 
great effect. This 1971 double album captures the range of 
their talent at its most dynamic and exciting. There's an 
energy and vitality to the seven tracks that has rarely been 

captured on record. If you want to hear how the Pie 
conquered America, listen to their rendition of Dr John's 
Walk on Cuilded Splinters. * * * * *
Sound: The Fillmore must be a cavernous place. At least 
that's the way it sounds on this excellent live recording. 
Expansive is not the word, only HUGE will do. Even on worn 
translucent red vinyl, this delivers the power and sheer joy of 
rock at its most entertaining. ***** JK

DVD-AUDIO & SACD

AL DI MEOLA
Consequences of Chaos
SACD (stereo/multichannel SACD plus stereo CD)
Telarc

Music Jazz-rock guitar legend Al Di Meola's latest 
project finds him playing alongside Chick Corea 
(piano), Steve Gadd (drums) and John Patitucci

VARIOUS
World Circuit Presents ...
World Circuit

Music: UK label World Circuit has been making 
some of the best music available to the masses 
around the world for 20 years now, and they've 
marked the event with this remarkable double 
CD. Many of the biggest 'world music' names
from Latin and African origins who have crossed over to Western mainstream 
recognition are here - the old-style Cuban son of the Buena Vista Social Club, 
Ali Farka Toure's Mali desert blues, Cheikh L6's Senegalese folk-pop, the kora 
mastery of Toumani Diabate and plenty more besides. With 29 tracks on the 
first disc and 15 on the second, spanning the length and breadth of much of 
today's world music, it seems incredible that one label has been responsible for 
so much terrific music covering such a broad range (artistically and 
geographically). *****
Sound: Some tracks fare better than others, as you'd expect with any 
compilation covering so broad a range, especially one from so many countries, 
but the aural standard is invariably high. **** DO

CLAUDE DEBUSSY
March Ecossaise, etc.
Concertgebouw Orchestra and The 
Chamber Music Society of Amsterdam 
Philips Eloquence 476 8502

Music: If this collection falls short of 
the best that Debussy wrote in some 
instances, Debussy's worst is better 
than some others' best. The short 
Scottish flavoured March Ecossaise is 
worth hearing for novelty value alone, 
though it is palpably flawed as a 
composition. The homoerotic Le Martyre 
De Saint Sebastien, the most substantial 
work included here, gives the disc real 
substance. ****
Sound: The genesis of the recordings 
range from 1952 in mono (Dance Pour 
Harp & Orchestre is a premiere on CD, 
apparently) to 1979 in stereo - but 
they are full blooded recordings in most 
cases. Even at worst they are serviceable 
and the disc is cheap. *** AC

MARTYN BATES
YourJewled Footsteps
Sub Rosa

Music: Martyn Bates spent much of the 
1980s as half of indie experimentalists 
Eyeless In Gaza. What wasn't always 
obvious, was his interest in English and 
other folk musics, which he explored in 
greater depth as a solo artist. This is 
collected on this beautifully packaged 
retrospective. There are some lovely 
moments, even though the subjects of 
his songs largely seem to concern 
futility and loss. Standouts include the 
haunting synth patterns of Cut Like 
Sunset and his doom^laden 
arrangement of the traditional murder 
ballad The Cruel Mother**** 
Sound: These are intimate, quiet songs, 
many of them recorded at Bates' home 
studio in the Midlands, but though the 
circumstances may have been lofi, the 
results never sound cheap.*** DO

pi di meola

(bass) as well as his regular band.
There are a variety of styles on offer. In fact, anyone 

familiar with the guitar heroes of the last 20 years or 
more - from most fields of music - will find something to identify with. There's 
one short track that seems to be Al saying 'anything Joe Satriani can do I can do 
better', but there are also some fine moments in the Di Meola style especially on 
the slower numbers. ***
Sound: Unusually, Telarc has released this on CD and SACD simultaneously, so 
that you can hear how much more relaxed the high resolution option sounds, 
allowing higher playback levels and a more fluid sound. ***** JK

FRANZ LISZT
Années de Pèlerinage, Premiere Anne (Suisse) 
Yoram IshrHurwitz (piano)
SACD (¿reeo/ -treîmarne; SACD plus stereo CD) 
Turtle Records TRSA0020

Music: Yoram Ish-Hurwitz is a Dutch pianist of 
Israeli origins and is something of a specialist in 
romantic period piano music, including Schubert, 
Chopin, Mussorgsky, Prokofiev - and of course Liszt. 
The Années de Pèlerinage are a series of themed, 
programmatic works which form an unusually 
attractive introduction to the world of Liszt on several levels. The opening parts 
are harmonically rich and particularly attractive, and there is a feeling of 
conviction and confidence in the delivery that make this a particularly welcome 
recording. ****
Sound: The Steinway recording was captured with an impressive list of 
remarkably purist audiophile recording equipment. The SACD has been recorded 
using dCS DSD A/D converters, rather than being converted from PCM, which 
in this case is converted from the DSD master. The disc features unusually 
attractive packaging, and includes some of the poetry that helped inspire the 
beautiful music ***** AC

YELLOW NOTE
We Love Everybody... You're Next
DualDisc (5 .'I DVD-Audio plus stereo CDJ
Myutopia

Music: Yellow Note is really producer David Barratt, 
who has worked with the likes of David Bowie and 
Robert Plant, and whose music has popped up in the 
background of films such as Pretty Woman and Sister 
Act, as well as a wide range of ads.

The music is synth and sample-led electronic pop
with more than a few eclectic twists into drum 'n' bass and playful techno, with 
lots of glacial Kraft.werk-esque keyboard glissandos and more than a nod to 
1980s retro futurism (is that really a Bananarama sample?) along the way. This 
Dual Disc package includes five videos and t.wo surround options - Dolby Digital 
and 24-bit/48kHz resolution. ***
Sound: Barratt makes imaginative use of the possibilities of surround sound, but 
thankfully doesn't go over the top. There's some interesting juxtaposition of 
high and low frequencies around the mix, though the majority of the action is 
concentrated on the main left and right speakers. **** DO
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Sings Like a C ass Leaaer

QoLcL
We’ve claimed that Gold Signature reaches unprecedented standards of design, 
innovation, performance, technical excellence, build quality and value in its class. 
But you don’t have to take our word for it.

Of the GSio, Hl Fi Choice said ‘ ...this one most definitely sings...its appeal is 
obvious...it is a vice-free, expressive and refined speaker with more than enough 
subtlety and transparency to suit almost any taste, and the resolving ability 
required to extract the most from high-quality amplifiers and source components.’

And for Hi Fi World the GS6os ‘are a class act...an addictive listen...clear, fast and 
detailed like little else’. It awards top marks ‘for the totality of its engineering, 
superb finish and great price.’

If you’re looking for affordable high-end performance and engineering wrapped in 
beautiful wood veneers and piano lacquer finishes, just listen to the chorus of 
acclaim.

For details of the new GS Series please visit: 
www.goldsignature.co.uk 
mail: info@monitoraudio.co.uk 
or call free on: 0800 0352032

(|d) MONITOR AUDIO*

http://www.goldsignature.co.uk
mailto:info@monitoraudio.co.uk


ChoiceMail
iSSfüi The Pick of this month’s best letters

Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London
NW1 6NW Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

THE END FOR FM?
Something strange is happening in the world of 
high-end FM radio tuners; lots of manufacturers 
have stopped producing high-end models over 
£l,000. Your Awards 2006 edition (HFC 287) 
identifies some - notably difficult to source 
models from Magnum Dynalab and T+A. But 
the former top of the range models from Arcam 
and other well-known companies are no longer 
produced. Dealers say there is no market any 
more for expensive tuners.

Why? Some blame the development of 
digital audio broadcasting, some say the 

quality of FM transmissions has been reduced 
ahead of the shift to digital. Others say that 
the availability of excellent radio transmissions 
from satellite services like Sky has reduced the 
need for expensive dedicated radio tuners. Are 
we seeing the end of top quality tuners?

Warren Newman via email

HFC While the reduction in broadcast 
quality has undermined the case for 
high-end tuners, other factors such as web 
and satellite radio, not to mention DAB have 
also had a significant impact on the market.

"Dealers say there is 
no market... are we 
seeing the end of 
top-quality tuners?"
It's also the case that you can get a damn 
fine FM tuner for a reasonable price; the 
ESOO Creek TSO (pictured) and Primare T21 
(£600) are both fine examples.

MO' VINYL
Since Vivante Music has liquidated, I have 
nowhere to buy audiophile vinyl via the 
internet. Could you recommend some websites 
of music suppliers? I listen to an electic range 
of music including classical, folk, rock, jazz and 
blues, and even hip-hop.

Guan Kenneth Northern Ireland

HFC Looking at Vivante's website, we see 
that RedSpark Music has bought its stock 
and plans to relaunch Vivante in the near 
future. In the meantime, there are quite a 
few suppliers online who should be able to 
provide for your vinyl needs, among them: 
www.purepleasurerecords.com, 
www.cargorecords.co.uk,www.eil.com and 
even www.ebay.co.uk □

Letterofthem irtti
RAISE THE BAR
I have been an avid reader for years now and 

the thing I've noticed most in recent years is 

the addition of some really excellent far 
eastern equipment coming onto the scene.

Nowadays, we can get kit that is 
exceptionally finished with a very high 
specification. The quality of these new 
components is jaw dropping.

Is it time to raise the bar? If you measure 
everything as is at the present time, it will 
not be long before everything is a Best Buy.

Ron Ferris via email

HFC It's true that the standard of even 
reasonably priced kit has increased 
substantially over the last decade, and this 
has resulted in a lot of products receiving 
accolades. Rather than trying to artificially 
raise the bar, which would be unfair on the 
components that followed the change, we 
would encourage you to read the reviews 
thoroughly and not rely on badges or 
percentage ratings alone. Our reviewers do 
their best to point out the character of 
products and you should use this to decide 
whether it would be worth auditioning.

The author of our letter of the month 
receives a one-metre pair of Crystal 
Cable Connect Piccolo interconnects 
worth £260, featuring a silver/gold 
conductor with Kapton insulation, plus a 
transparent Teflon jacket So get writing! 
(150 words max please...)
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[Choice Mail] Readers' letters

D YANKEE DO-WHAT?
As an American subscriber, I am often puzzled 
by the references to kit (see, I'm learning 1) that 
has been 'tuned' for British ears. Is it just 
another case, then, of British refinement 
trumping American 'bassness'7 I thought that 
my modest Arcam/Tannoy system sounded 
great, until I realised that my ears only 
mirrored those of Prince Charles in appearance, 
not efficiency. Still, I'm curious, what 
determines 'British tuning'?

D. Seislove USA

HFC To a large part the difference in balance 
between 'kit' from the US and UK is down to 
the way homes are built on either side of the 
'pond' (we're learning too!). Here, houses 
tend to have brick or concrete walls, both 
externally and even internally, while it's usual 
for US builders to use wooden frames with 
drywall lining internally. The US approach 
tends to absorb bass where our hard UK 
walls are more likely to reflect it. This means 
that bass tuning of components will vary.

TAPE INPUT?
The letter of the month from the Awards 2006 
issue highlighted the recent revival of vinyl, 
which I think most people would agree was a 
good thing. In the same issue, upon reading 
the review of the new Nairn NAC ll 2x preamp 
there was no sign of any phono input, but 
what seemed even more puzzling is the 

Naim NAC 112x preamp and NAP 150x

inclusion of a tape input. Surely no-one buys 
tapes any more, and there is no sign of any 
tape players in your magazines. Are 
manufacturers missing a trick here?

Mike Slocombe via email

HFC While this would appear to be an 
anachronism, it's possible to use tape inputs 
and outputs for components like processors 
and CD or HDD recorders. While the name is 
indeed dated, its function is still useful. Also, 
a tape input is effectively another line input 
into which you can plug any source, except a 
turntable. These, of course, require a phono 
stage, which can be purchased in 
standalone form for use with line-only amps.

WHICH WAY NEXT?
After upgrading to my Linn Kolektor/LK85/ 
Genki/Katan kit with an existing Rega Planar 
3/Linn K9, I want to do some upgrading. 
However, there seem to be a number of 
options at various costs. My thoughts are as 
follows: bi-amp with another LK85; go active; 
get a mains filter block; or, after finally 
rediscovering my love of vinyl, upgrade my 
cartridge to a moving coil. The Kolektor will 
only take a moving magnet cartridge, so I 
don't know if it can be adapted by Linn. Any 
thoughts Hi-Fi Choice, I am baffled?

John Howson via email

HFC Linn systems do not seem to benefit 
from mains filtering, so we'd rule out 
that option, and the LK85 is no 
longer made, which makes bi-amping 
difficult. Linn's Aktiv route would 
certainly be beneficial, but you're 
better off sorting the source first. 
Two options spring to mind; switch 

from a Rega Planar 3 to a Linn LP12,

"Surely no-one buys 
tapes any more. Are 
manufacturers 
missing a trick?"
possibly transplanting your existing K9 
cartridge, or putting an MC on your existing 
deck. Rega's new Apheta (£898) would be a 
great choice for your Planar 3. You can get 
around the MC input issue with a separate 
phono stage such as Rega's Fono or 
Trichord's excellent Dino.

INVALID VINYL AND VALVES
I find it laughable that people still cling to 
their antiquated record players and valve 
amplifiers. Haven't you people heard of the 
21 st Century, damn it?

I went fully digital this year, thanks to the 
excellent Onkyo A-933 (thanks for the tip, 
HFC). The digital amp joins my DAB tuner and 
CD player and sounds fantastic. I can't see 
what all the fuss is about with old-fashioned 
hi-fi sounds from the 1950s.

Craig Brown via email

HFC Not everyone shares your enthusiasm 
for the digital lifestyle Craig, as the 
continued success of record players and 
valve amplifiers shows. You may think them 
'sounds from the 1950s', but to many, these 
evergreen technologies have more than half 
a century of loving development next to 
'immature' digital audio.

That's part of the joy of hi-fi, though. It's a 
broad church - broad enough to cope with 
those who think HD DVD is already old-hat 
and those for whom LP is fresh and new.

Onlineferum
Broadband

A few choice comments plucked from our online 
forum. Join in the fun at www.hifichoice.co.uk

Okay, I have done what 
everyone advised me not 
to do; listened to many 
pairs of speakers at 
dealers, liked the Spendor 
S6e, phoned around, got 
a good deal and made my 
purchase... Great! But, I 
have got a bass boom 
that is getting on my 
nerves, I can't move the 
speakers away from the 

wall more than 12-inches.
The room is 15 feet long 
by 11 feet wide. What can 
I do? I love the midrange 
and the bass, but the 
deep thump has to stop...

Fouldsy

...Have you tried sitting in 
different positions in the 
room - closer or further 
from the speakers? Do you 

close the door? Have you 
tried a Google search on 
'attenuate bass boom' to 
see if there are any good 
ideas to experiment with?

Artikulat

...Try different materials 
under them, especially 
carpet if they are on a 
wood floor. You could also 
try sitting them on, say, 

granite. Try also moving 
them away from walls to 
project the air forward.

Diana Krell

Being an audiophile is as 
much about 'faith' and 
psychology, as it is about 
electronics and acoustics. I 
have run the gamut from 
crazy audiophile 
fundamentalist, to my 

current status as 
audiophile atheist.

Still Tones

I live in a secular state 
where you are not allowed 
to mention hi-fi at school 
or work. Everyone is 
forced to wear cheap 
headphones so that no 
one knows they love hi-fi.

AngelFace
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Contact: ICG Consultancy TEL:01442 399548 E-Mail: ian@icgconsultancy.co.uk Come and see us at the Bristol Show

January Sale Now On! ILuCuy
At least 10% OFF Russ Andrews and Kimber cables and accessories. Solutions for better music & movies

A Classic combination at
1 /2 price!

6 Way Silencer Block and
1 m Classic PowerKord™

Was £250 Now ONLY £125

O.Sm Kimber 
GQ-Mini Cu interconnect 

Was £54 Now ONLY £43.20

20% OFF!

2.Sm Kimber 4TC Terminated 
speaker cable 

Was £174 Now ONLY £139.20

Lots more with at least 10% off at www.russandrews.com 
or call UK Local Rate 0845 345 1 550 and quote code CHOICE

FREE 
CATALOGUE

THE BIG BOOK

60 Day Home Trial • Free Delivery • Upgrade Scheme • Lifetime Guarantee
Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, 2b Moreland Court, Westmorland 
Business Park, Shap Road, Kendal, LA9 6NS, UK.
Tel:+44 (0)1539 797300 Email: info@russandrews.com

Exclusive UK Retailer for

fi^l KIMBER «ABLE

www.russandrews.com
I.L.JW.0M5 345 1550

mailto:ian@icgconsultancy.co.uk
http://www.russandrews.com
mailto:info@russandrews.com
http://www.russandrews.com
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS ' | STEREO AMPURERS
BEST STEREO AMPURER fl ISO. £2000 I BEST SIEREO AMPURER flSOO-£IOOO

PRIMARE ISO PRIM ARE I SB

It has the kind of performance that products in the next price class upwards would envy, yet has sacrificed nothing in build. finish or usability in the process.

I CD31If you want an elegant. superbly built top-end player. Primare'sCD31 is an excellent place to start. It sounds fabulous and is built to sky-high standards.
BEST BUY

Hl•FICHDICE 
★

Primare marries timeless Scandinavian design with impeccable build quality to deliver sound and vision as large as life itself from elegant. compact audio and video components that are as easy to install as they are to appreciate www. cse so I uti ons .co. u k 01423 359054
Affordable high-end audio and video from Scandinavia

For further information please visit www .primare.net

primare.net


Ken Kessler I Feature Column]

NA T U R A L BORN

Ken Kessler, the Hercule Poirot of hi-fi; investigates how Chinese audio has become the cat's whiskers

W
anna strike fear into the hearts of 
hi-fi manufacturers in Europe and 
the USN One word, five letters, two 
tiny syllables are all you need: 'China'. No 

longer the manufacturing train-wreck it once 
was, the country is now turning out hardware 
that passes Western muster for build quality, 
styling, sound and features, while offering the 
one thing that the West can no longer provide: 
rock-bottom pricing.

Face it, as long as socialist assholes like 
Gordon Brown are doing their best to wrest 
every penny they can from your pay packet - 
whether through bogus charges alleged to 
help the environment, stealth taxes via

"This country has laughably been referred 
to as 'Treasure Island' by imported brands."

Qockwise, f rom top:
Allen S.H. Wang runs Melody from China, 
where most Manchester United fans live 
Melody's spiffy new factory
Ken and the Melody team are foliage-friendly

automobile usage or whatever other wheezes 
they can use to fill Labour's coffers - you will 
start thinking more in terms of cutting a deal 
than simply buying on impulse.

Thus, the timing of the arrival of sub-£200 
19in LCDs and £600 valve amps and other 
Chinese-made bargains plays right into the 
hands of consumers who were weaned on 
1990s levels of acquisition. We simply can't 
resist, especially in the UK. And why should 
we' This country has laughably been referred 
to as 'Treasure Island' by imported brands for 
decades, because they know they can screw 
the British more than any other nation. Now 
it's payback time, and they don't like it.

FOR WESTERN MANUFACTURERS, IT'S A 
CHOICE OF ONE OF THREE THINGS:
1) A manufacturer can, if it operates 
exclusively in the luxury sector and possesses 
a great name, continue as per normal. 
Nobody would buy a Rolex made outside of 
Switzerland, or a Ferrari not made at 
Maranello. There have been some 
exceptions;BMWs built in the USA, but 
there is a tiny coterie of luxury brands at the 
top that will survive because their clientele 
expect the authenticity of manufacture in 
the place of the company's origins.

I n high-end audio, therefore, you expect 
your Krell to come from Connecticut, your 
Wilsons from Provo and your SME to come 
from Steyning. But the main reason this 
sector is safe is because its customers are 
virtually immune to any financial upsets bar 
a stock market crash. The rich might find 
amusing sport in screwing retailers out of 
their margins, but they're not frightened by 
huge price tags, discount or not.
2) If a company operates in the middle sector 
or - worse - the cut-and-thrust of entry-level, 
where price matters, then it can make the 
tough decision of either going out of business 
or manufacturing in Asia. Companies such as 
Quad and Wharfedale have done this, and 
the results were unexpected: the products 
coming out of China are BETTER than 
anything they made in the UK. Build quality, 
reliability, sound - forget the horror stories of 
the 1990s, when Chinese valve amps first 
appeared in the West.
3) The Western manufacturer can bitch 
about the unfairness of it all. As most do. 
I f a British, American or European company 
sets up a Pacific Rim facility, AND it runs the 
company properly, the results can be superb 
products at competitive prices.

The inescapable tragedy is the loss of jobs 
back at home. But that's not the fault of the 
Chinese. It's the fault of unions and ideologue 
politicians on the Left and Guardian 
columnists who fail to understand anything 
about realpa//tik and the way an enlightened 
economy works, e.g. in order to have social 
services, someone has to pay for them. Making 
us non-competitive in manufacturing is 
ultimately the result of poor government and 
daft work practices. □
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Left: Transformer assembly is delicate work

Cl What has changed since roughly the turn of 
the Millennia is an unexpected wrinkle. Before, 
you had two types of products emerging from 
China; either Western-branded goods made in 
China, or seriously crappy local goods. I 
remember valve amps from as recently as ten 
years ago that would smoke and spark, while a 
finger traced along the edge of the faceplate 
would suffer a blood-drawing cut. No longer. 
More quickly than anyone anticipated, a 
generation of Chinese brands has emerged 
that can pretty much hold thier own with 
Western rivals. We're all familiar now with 
well-received and serious manufacturers like 
Shanling and Vincent, as well as collaborations 
like the Sino-Dutch Prima Luna.

Misinformation enters the discussions, 
courtesy of the agendas of the aforementioned 
Lefties and human rights firebrands, aided and

Right: Hand-wound transformers - nice

abetted by malcontent Western manufacturers. 
After you get past the cliche horror stories 
about eating dogs (and how is this worse than 
the French eating horses)). and lurid tales of 
slave conditions, you have to ask yourself, what 
is actually going on in ChinaJ Now that 
Westerners can travel there relatively freely, it's 
simply a case of visiting and seeing with one's 
own eyes.

BEYOND THE VEIL
Before you ask me to remove the veil from my 
eyes, I am talking about a hi-fi manufacturer. If 
this were a fashion magazine that wanted to 
blow the lid on designer t-shirts, the story 
might be different. But, I can only report what 
I see. And I can assure you, the factory wasn't 
built in a day, to create an illusion for me to 
serve as a 'useful idiot'.

I knew about Melody from its presence at 
hi-fi shows around the world. A few years ago, 
I was absolutely charmed by its rock-bottom 
priced SP3 integrated valve amp. Having been 
converted by Prima Luna, I knew that budget 
amps from China had to be taken very 
seriously; this thing was as cute as a button, so 
it joined my list of 'must tries'.

By sheer coincidence, an old friend named 
Mark Schifter, with a track record in audio 
going back decades (including Audio Alchemy), 
was selling the SP3 under the Onix name. He 
asked me if I'd like to see how they were made, 
judging correctly that I was just as naive as the 
next Occidental when it came to understanding 
Chinese brands. That set the ball rolling, and I 
ended up in the Guangzhou region of China in 
October to visit the factory. And just to upset 
the racists/paranoids/human-rights-bleating- 
Euro-twats among you, I didn't see one person 
working for a bowl of rice a day

What I saw was a factory that any Western 
valve amp manufacturer would kill for, and I've 
seen a few in my time. Most amusing of all, it 
wasn't a government-sanctioned project, as in 
the past or as jealous Westerners would have 
you believe, but a good old-fashioned, wholly 
capitalistic, self-financed operation, run by the 
genial Allen S.H. Wang.

I ncorporated and registered in Australia in 
1999, Melody Valve Hi Fi Pty Ltd. was founded 
by Allen, who is now the president and CEO. 
Melody describes itself as specialising in the 
'design and making of high-end acoustic 
equipment and devices, such as classic 
electronic vacuum valve amplifiers, CD players,

Clockwise, from top: 
Every chassis is 
polished on this 
giant buffer

Final inspection 
before packing

One of many 
high-tech QC 
suites throughout 
the factory

Shrink-wrapped units 
await shipping

A small selection 
of pre-assembled 
circuit boards
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Ken Kessler [Feature Column]

Clockwise, from top left:
Locally-made audiophile electronics nestle 
comfortably with esoteric Japanese and 
American high-end audio in Chinese stores

Chinese stores are not obsessed with 
single-speaker demos nor a minimum of 
display gear. Valves are definitely in fashion 
in the best-dressed Guangzhou stores

Melody uses Focal Utopia loudspeakers in the 
reference system; at least, they did until I told 
them they were French!

CRT test rejuvenators, etc. Its headquarters and 
R&D centre are in Australia. All products are 
patented and entirely of llPR (Independent 
Intellectual Property Right).'

It has come a long way in eight years. Allen 
explained through his colleague Victor Chen 
that, through sheer effort, 'In order to meet the 
growing markets and provide hi-fi lovers with 
excellent products, we made big investments in 
building our wholly-owned factory in the new, 
and close to Hong Kong, city of Shenzhen. It is 
l ocated at the foot of a green hill, so we and 
our employees enjoy a beautiful environment.’

He wasn’t kidding: look out the window, and 
you’d swear you were on the surface of some 
vase being valued on Antiques Roadshow Its 
production facilities occupy 10,000sq ft, and it 
i s both simple and unadorned, but clearly 
Chinese. It had only just been opened, so some 
systems were still being built during my visit, 
but the manufacturing and administration 
were up and running.

NON-TOXIC AVENGER
It is about as self-contained as you can get, 
with only components being sourced from 
outside. The layout is modern and as un-toxic 
as anything in Europe: modern assembly lines, 
in-house transformer production for both 
mains and output transformers, various 
high-end testing facilities, a couple of rooms 
for burn-in, paint-shops for the chassis, and the 
rest. And as you would hope, 'Environmental 
protection criterion is strictly set for paint 
spraying, finishing and grinding workshops, 
meeting the green requirements.’

Where it departs from the West is in one key 
area: the facilities include a dormitory, canteen 
and entertainment facilities for the staff. At 
present, Melody employs nearly 100 people. As

Left: Home cinema retailing, Guangzhou style

"The facilities include a dormitory, canteen 
and entenainment facilities for the staff."
I was told by an American CEO of a UK 
company, in their Hong Kong headquarters, 
' Every single one of them is better off than 
they were a year before. So tell the assholes 
back in London that they can be as smug as 
they like from the comforts of their Notting Hill 
flats. Not one of these people wants to go back 
to a village with no running water, no 
electricity, no food.’ In other words, if you want 
human rights violations, try reading a Booker 
Prize-winning novel.

There’s no doubt that the company is 
modelled on Allen’s experience, especially 
li ving in the West, and it may be the exception 
to the rule. He graduated from Beijing 
University of Post and Telecommunications,

Right: Copper-dad home-grown monster amps

heading to Australia in 1998 for further 
education. He also worked in communications 
while in the army, and worked part time in 
servicing for Philips, and then-hard-to-find 
magazines in China inspired his love for audio, 
so he steeped himself in Western audio lore.

WESTERN EXPOSURE
Now Allen is also the chief designer of Melody 
products, and it is his exposure to Western 
practice that enabled him to create 'a capable 
management team, a batch of qualified 
engineers and designers, and skilful workers.’ 
The company is obsessed with quality control 
and sound quality, while also emulating other 
respected Chinese brands in creating a new 
aesthetic that owes less to the West. Although 
less extremely styled than Shanling, Melody is 
creating its own look, exemplified by the L280 
and M380 pre/power combination.

Melody sent me two products to play with' 
the entry-level SP3 integrated amp, and the 
flagship 1688 preamp. They look cool. They 
work beautifully. They suggest a maturity you'd 
expect of a European amp. The 1688 is entirely 
hard-wired and uses a couple of rare tubes that 
send valve fanatics swooning. Which leads us 
to next month: What does it sound like' HFC

Ken Kessler's opinions do not necessarily reflect those of Hi-Fi Choice or its staff
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[Beautiful Systems]

Another world
Unsure what to do with that spare quarter of a million or so? 
Audio Note has a system suggestion for you to mull over

H
ere it is, then - the moment of 

truth. We've peered before into 

the abyss, but this is the 

equivalent of a ufologist being chucked 

the keys to the front door of Area 51 and 

told "Out there?...try in here". It's the 

owner of a Bugatti Veyron pulling up at 

the lights next to a Kawasaki Ninja ?X-14 

superbike and feeling the tingling, 

aching slug of adrenalin that signals 

there's no backing out. It's being 

challenged by a member of the opposite 

sex (I'm thinking female initiative, here, 

possibly body builder) to an arm 

wrestling contest. The ever-so-slightly too 

broad smile and strained 'you think I'm 

really trying'' commentary fool no one. 

Many difficult things in life approached 

with the veneer of a smile are, of course, 

deadly serious beneath the surface.

So while we could deflect the impact 

of a truly stunning price tag by pointing 

out that Wayne Rooney would have to 

set aside a piffling four weeks' wages to 

buy the system to which it's attached 

(go on, Wayne, not another tediously 

predictable motor, we dare you), by any 

reasonable measure, this month's 

Beautiful System is huge test of faith, 

even for those who like to splash on that 

most esoteric, expensive and indulgent 

of balms: extreme high-end audio.

THE WRONG QUESTION

Now, there's expensive and there's 

expensive. And it's easy to ask the wrong 

kind of question when it comes to price. 

Probably the least constructive is this 

one: can any domestic stereo system 

(basically a CD player, turntable, pre 

amp, monoblock power amps and two 

speakers) possibly be worth £312,5007 

I t's a stone cold conversation-stopper. 

Probably delayed shock. Or paralysis of 

the vocal chords through choking.

A hardly more appropriate question is 

this: how much do we save if we ditch

the turntable? A tidy £40,050, as it 

turns out, dropping the total to 

comfortably under f300k. In fact, you 

could go on hacking away at this system 

until it cost no more than a hi-fi the 

average man in the street might consider 

merely very expensive. Unfortunately, all 

that would be left, would be few 

capacitors, a handful of valves and 

possibly a hand-wired transformer.

At which point, it might be helpful to 

adapt a few well-worn advertising 

slogans to sharpen our perspective. 

Price? If you have to ask, you can't afford 

it. Because this isn't any hi-fi system, it 

isn't even an M&S hi-fi system, it's a hi-fi 

system from the top drawer of the Audio 

Note UK range and, as such, probably 

the best hi-fi system in the world.

Says who? Peter Qvortrup. Who's Peter 

Qvortrup? Let's start with a little story 

from the annals of the high end and all 

will become clear. Once upon a time, an 

ex-Sony engineer in Japan (the late 

Hiroyasu Kondo) founded Audio Note, 

to make extremely expensive hi-fi, based 

around pure Class A single-ended triode 

valve amplification including one design, 

the Ongaku, that would become 

legendary. Peter Qvortrup, a Dane living 

in the UK and passionate SET advocate, 

was the company's worldwide marketing 

director, as well as one of the owners of 

UK-based Audio Innovations.

Qvortrup's job wasn't made easy by the 

uniformly astronomical price of Audio 

Note gear. While he believed absolutely 

in the purist approach of the company, 

he felt that it could be delivered in a 

more affordable form. So, with Kondo's 

permission, Qvortrup began to build 

lower 'Level' Audio Note kit (think the 

hierarchical structure of Judo 'belts' and 

'Dans' expressed in a series of 

performance Levels, One through Eight) 

in England while Kondo manufactured 

the black belt, fifth Dan stuff in Japan. Cl

£4,950
This system starts 
out at a regular high 
end price, almost.

DAC5 Signature 
DAC
£39,500
A DAC that costs as 
much as a very fast 
BMW and doesn't 
even have any filters.

Audio Note / 
M9 Phono pre/ 
Gaku-On mono
power ampl ifiers 
£42,500/ 
£125,000
On a watt-per-pound 
basis, hopeless 
beyond belief.

"It's the owner of a Bugatti Veyron pulling up at 
the lights next to a Kawasaki superbike and 
feeling the tingling, aching slug of adrenalin."

Signature 
spea kers 
£24,500 
Looks like a simple, 
bluff two-way but oh 
my, the sound.
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Cl But, when Kondo decided to build 
push-pull valve amps (and Peter didn't), 
the two men fell out. Qvortrup, held the 
marketing rights to the Audio Note 
name and formed Audio Note UK, an 
operation that could distribute its 
products everywhere but Japan where 
Kondo's Audio Note Japan (sold as KSL 
in the UK) remained in control. Although 
Audio Note UK's product range 
continued to be built around a series of 
ideological and technological 
performance platforms or 'Levels' there 
was no more pussy-footing around at 
the shallow end of hi-fi's deepest pool. 
In direct competition with his former 
Japanese partner and, indeed, the rest of 
the planet's highest-end practitioners, 
Mr Q elected to set the controls for the 
heart of the sun and fly. Forget Levels, 
the system you see before you is as high 
as you can go without getting burned to 
a crisp by a solar storm.

THE FINEST MONEY CAN BUY
Audio Note UK describes itself as the 
maker of 'the finest domestic audio 
reproduction equipment money can buy 
using the best available technology and 
the finest of components'. It also claims 
to be the largest European manufacturer 
of high-performance audio, and points 
to its worldwide distribution network. 
Qvortrup's views on music reproduction 
unambiguously inform his company's 
direction and philosophy.

"Rather than try to design out the 
deficiencies in the software," he explains, 
"we try to retain as much of the 
information as possible, good or bad. It 
is not for the equipment manufacturer to 
change the sound of the software. If the 
software sounds bad, write an insulting 
letter to the recording and balancing 
engineers, not to us."

KICKIN' IT, OLD SCHOOL
This barely disguised sideswipe at 
modern recording standards correctly 
identifies Qvortrup as an old school vinyl 
lover. Well, that's something of an 
understatement: valves 'n' vinyl ('n' 
caviar) are PQ's life. But for fears of not 
being able to give Audio Note UK's 'final 
word' on analogue replay -the f40k TT 
Three Reference turntable, AN-1 s/Sogon 
arm, loGold cartridge and AN-SSL MC 
transformer - enough space in the 
context of this system, we'd be reviewing 
what might just be the finest analogue 
front end in history.

As it is, we'll have to make do with 
what might just be the finest digital 
front-end in history. It comprises the 
£4,950 CDT Three CD transport and the 
£39,500 DAC5 Signature DAC - not 
much to look at but, as you might guess, 
an awful lot to listen to. The transport is 
based on a Philips CD Pro mechanism 
but with separate power supplies for 
each section. Black Gate electrolytic 
capacitors are used, according to

Qvortrup, where they make the biggest 
sonic contribution. Likewise the specially 
calibrated, military grade output 
transmitter chip. The DAC uses an 
AD1865 18-bit DAC chip and Audio 
Note UK's proprietary 'one-times 
oversampling' circuit - which has no 
filtering whatsoever -and is naturally 
silver-wired throughout.

Amplification is shared between the 
£42,500 M9 Phono valve preamp and 
the Gaku-On valve monoblocks 
(£125,000 the pair). The M9 line stage 
employs one ECC82 and one 7044/ 
E182CC valve and is transformer 
coupled via a nickel-iron cored, silver 
wired output transformer to the outputs. 
The volume control/attenuator is a hand 
assembled shunt attenuator, where the 
signal only traverses a single extremely 
high quality resistor before reaching the 
input to the line stage. The power supply 
unit is housed in a separate chassis to 
miminise hum and incorporates two 
stabilised units using a 6X5 rectifier, an 
ECL82 stabiliser and an OB2 reference 
glow tube.

SHEER SIMPLICITY
Qvortrup calls the Gaku-On monoblock 
"the simplest audio circuit ever 
designed" and it's difficult to see how he 
could be wrong. Each massive power 
amp has just two valves, both directly 
heated triodes, two resistors and three 
transformers. Everything is silver wired,

AUDIO NOTE UK 0 01273 220511 www.audionote.co.uk

http://www.audionote.co.uk


[ Beautiful Systems ]

"Presence is perhaps the greatest revelation of all when listening 
to this system. It has nothing to do with volume in decibels and 
everything to do with realistic energy levels and dynamics."
including the input, driver and output 
transformers, and all the transformers 
use high-quality nickel cores. The power 
supply is fed by a C-core mains 
transformer, filtered through the best 
Black Gate capacitors, using a choke.

Finally, we come to the two-way, 
ported AN-E/SEC Signature speakers, 
which, despite the gorgeous finish, must 
be the most pedestrian-looking pair of 
£25,000 speakers anyone has ever seen. 
But since they sell as fast as Audio Note 
UK can make them... well, you work it 
out. The unfashionably broad yet 
shallow enclosures are shaped to 
enhance and aid driver dispersion on the 
one hand, and bass output on the other. 
The cabinet is lightly braced and little 
i nternal damping is used. The idea is 
that the cabinet is designed in such a 
way that it augments and supports the 
drivers in their task, not unlike the box of 
a guitar. The drivers, a hemp-caned 
bass/mid unit and fabric-domed 
tweeter, are selected and paired before 
they are matched to the crossover. With 
a claimed sensitivity of better than 95dB 
i t's the perfect speaker for comparatively 
low-power triode amplifiers. We'll need 

some cables, of course. AN-Sagon (as 
used in all the internal wiring) should do 
nicely: let's call it a round £36,000.

THE PRICE OF JOY
Sheer, transcendent joy. Never mind the 
mechanics of sound quality; in fact, you 
won't even think about them. This 
system fast tracks you to the core of the 
music - conventional audiophile-style 
analysis doesn't even scratch the surface. 
I f there's a time and place context, you 
get that too.

Spin up some Led Zep or Joe Walsh 
and you can feel the hems of your jeans 
flaring within seconds of sitting down. It 
i sn't just that the music is delivered in 
such a stunningly authentic and richly 
textured fashion, the whole experience is 
utterly transfixing; once you hit the 'play' 
button you'd better be in the mood for a 
seriously protracted session. If you're not, 
you soon will be. The more you listen, 
the deeper you fall.

We all know that a good hi-fi system is 
precious beyond its material value, a 
source of enduring enjoyment and 
satisfaction. But this coalition of 
preternaturally gifted gear is palpably 

different and many orders of magnitude 
better. Suddenly, you realize what the 
real character of familiar recordings 
actually sound like - the contrasts, the 
playing, the emotion - without any 
i mpression of overt detail. It becomes 
increasingly obvious that the sense of 
'detail' some expensive hi-fi propels 
towards listeners is added by the 
hardware. Far from achieving higher 
fidelity, it homogenises what we hear, 
smudging texture and sapping the 
emotional power from the music.

' Presence' is an oh used adjective in 
this business, sometimes erroneously in 
place of the more accurate 'exaggerated 
mid-range'. But 'presence' is perhaps the 
greatest revelation of all when listening 
to this system. It has nothing to do with 
volume in decibels and everything to do 
with bandwidth, realistic energy levels 
and superb dynamics.

The combination recreates a sense of 
instrument pressure in the room you 
simply don't get with lesser hi-fi, no 
matter how far you turn it up. If it's 
electrifying realism you're after, it doesn't 
get any better than this. HFC

David Vivian
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More S^y than }azz

...PLAYING JUST FOR YOU.

LEEMA ACOUSTICS

BEAUTIFULLY ENGINEERED S O U N O

This is The Xone 
MINIATURE FLOOR STANDER.

YOU CAN HEAR THE HEAVY 
BREATH OF THE SAX PLAYER, 
HIS KEY STROKES 
HAMMERING OUT SUBTLE 
LOW THUDS, YOU FEEL LIKE 
HE IS IN THE ROOM WITH 
YOU...

Only through hearing will
YOU TRULY BELIEVE.
To locate your nearest dealer 
call Leema Acoustics on 
01938 811900
OR LOG ON TO
VWW. LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM

ACOUSTICS.COM


EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high performance hi-fi in the world.
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Triangle Magellan Concerto 
SW2 loudspeaker
Wilson Benesch Torus 
subwoofer and amplifier 
Cyrus Pre vs2 preamplifier 
and 6 Power power amp 
Densen Beat B-410 
CD player
ALR Jordan Classic 1 
loudspeaker
Croft Precession I preamp 
and Polestar I power amp 
Pro-Ject Xpression II 
turntable

LOUDSPEAKERS 
£1,3OO-£2,3OO
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DALI Mentor 6
Focal Chorus 836V
JAS Audio Orsa
Kudos Cardea CIO
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BEST BUY

BestBuy Editor's Choice
A component
receiving the coveted
Hi-Fi Choice Best
Buy Badge has been
judged to deliver
excellent performance
at its price point,
thereby offering
outstanding value
for money.

This Badge is
awarded only to those
components that
are judged to deliver
reference-standard
performance, regardless
of cost These products
may be considered
among the very best of
their kind.
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Turn the page for the mast

Leema Xone
Roksan Caspian FR5

Sennheiser LX90 
headphones

Black Rhodium Harmony 
interconnect cable
Ortofon Salsa 
moving coil cartridge 
Atlas Hyper 2.0 
loudspeaker cable

Percentage ratings for
lot. l.dn nnd ...v... ovihsed played for tn.. 

money. But few combine dynamics with fine 
timing skills as effectively as this. HFC

JilSOfln Kennedy

; nor an 
! we likEdvarious different criteria, hintheie is..

like sound quality and 
value for money

p to the job of

*° 
romm end you

The things we like most 
about the product

Dare mis wrurwaramzs 1800 player. th^ 
17 Mkll M, which has excellent buikl and 
•e a vvery good impression in HFC 243. At 
same price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 
ng all-rounder in a compact caase. 
rter trying the Heart with the standard 
s we switched owr to the Siemens 

grade, a comparison somewhat muddied by 
>e fact that it was a cold for hot swap - the

Our overall conclusion —
bo tubes shone

5 'i'^ player has an
•11 snappier sound with better timing that 
k with dense material with remarkable 
fidenu and eaw. It even seems to be

BUILD > 85%

VALUE » 85%

SOUND >■ 83%

FEATURES > 85%
■' T 1TT IT 1

VERDICT

----  Well built and fully featured, 
with a snappy, open and

The things we think 
could be better

looking for • stnnne to inspir» you it could prove 3 baroam.

HI-FICHOICE %% «MOZ?
OVERALL SCORE

The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performance. 
Components scoring 
more than 85% 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge I rigorous tests at serious

hi-fi in the business
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Triangle Magellan Conceno SW2 loudspeaker [ Review]

he Triangle Magellan Concerto was new 
when reviewed in this magazine in 
January 2005 (HFC 262). It has already

PRODUCT Triangle Magellan Concerto SW2

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE £14,750 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 60xl60x45cm
O Weight: 65kg O Twin 25mm titanium dome tweeters 
(fronVrear) O Twin l60mm 'SVA' cone midrange drivers 
(fronVrear) O Three 210mm 'SVA' bass drivers (front)
O Sensitivity: 90dB O Impedance: 4/2.5 ohms 
(nominal/minimum)

CONTACT W 01753 652669 © www.triangle-fr.com

Going global
Magellan circumnavigated the earth. Will Triangle's new speaker prove as heroic?

T
been upgraded. This latest version is instantly 
recognisable as a member of the Magellan 
family, and it has a similar (but not identical) 
configuration to the original Concerto.

Forget the appearance though; this is 
effectively a new model, signalled by a change 
in name to SW2. It has increased in price by 
nearly 50 per cent, and is also larger; up from 
55kg to 65kg, with a significant size increase 
too. Notably, the speaker sits on a large plinth 
which is in fact a clever proprietary floor 
decoupling system called SPEC. It employs 
damping by using directive elasticity pads, 
effectively cancelling vibration to the ground.

A key element in the new SW2 
design is improved bass 
performance and higher output.

A key element in the new SW2 design is 
improved bass performance and a higher 
maximum output level. Laser accelerometer 
examination of the enclosure led to much 
improved bracing; there are now seven 
peripheral shelf braces linked by a large 
vertical brace, all cut away to allow free airflow. 
Further resonance control comes from smaller 
details, such as the new elastomer grommets 
used with the fixing screws for the midrange 
drivers, and a damping gasket behind the 
midrange driver. Together these ensure that no 
part of the midband driver ever touches the 
enclosure directly. Triangle has some very 
impressive graphical data on the decoupling, 
which translates into a sharp decrease in 
midrange coloration when listening.

Even the construction of the enclosure has 
been rethought, allowing improved accuracy of

build, easier construction, a lowered centre 
of gravity, better appearance and 
enhanced control over 
mechanical and acoustic 
problems within the cabinet. 
As you'd expect, it's wood 
veneered, with ten layers of 
varnish, each polished before 
the next is applied. As such, it 
looks fantastic. Other changes 
have been made to prevent 
unwanted energy in the 
enclosures from feeding to 
earth, and causing the front 
spike to rattle.

The drive units have also 
been redesigned for the new 
version. You may recall that 
the original Magellan series 
used a fierce looking and 
directional horn-loaded 
tweeter. The new model is 
much less directional, 
especially above 15 kHz and 
changes to the motor system 
reduce distortion at the low 
frequency end of its passband. 
Finally, the phase plug has 
been redesigned to reduce 

distortion. This smaller unit 
has new phase plug coatings 
as aerodynamic aids to 
reducing distortion at the 
frequency limits. The magnet 
structure has also been refined, 
and power handling has been 
improved with detail changes 
that enhance heat dissipation.

The original Magellan used a 
version of the Triangle l 60mm 
driver for both midrange and 
bass duties. In the new model, 
the same size unit is 
used for the ,
midrange, but 
new drivers 
with larger '
210mm diaphragms Cl
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POSITIONING
Everything about the changes incorporated into 
the new Concerto SW2 suggest that the intention 
was to make the new model less fussy about room 
positioning and orientation. The tweeter itself is 
significantly less directional than its predecessor, 
especially in the critical lSkHz+ response area,
which as promised, now delivers a broader 
dispersion cone of sound. That means sitting off 
the tweeter's hot axis is not the usual no-no. The 
layout of the Concerto SW2 also means that 
standing up still gives a fairly neutral tonal 
balance, as the tweeter is sited at almost exactly 
the half-way point between the seated and 
standing height, taking the rearward lean of the 
enclosure into account. Being seated equates to 
serious listening, but this speaker is equally 
entertaining when you are standing and moving 
around, which broadens its practicality.

Another consequence of the wider dispersion, is 
that lateral positioning is easier to optimise, but 
because there is a rear facing midrange and 
tweeter, there is an optimum distance from the rear 
wall that provides the most natural voicing. Luckily 
the relevant distance in most listening rooms is not 
much further into the room than for most other 
large speakers, if the aim is to minimise coloration 
and ensure good bass/midband integration. This 
typically means the SW2 needs 70-1OOcm of free 
space behind the speakers.

SYSTEM MATCHING
Once again, the changes that have been 
made to the new Concerto SW2 make it 
a little easier to live with. The forward, 
aggressive balance has given way to a 
more neutral character, which means a 
wider range of hi§h-quality amps will 
be suitable. This qualification arises 
because this remains a true 
high-end speaker with enormous 
resolving power, which means that 
mistakes will not be disguised. 
The new speaker is also 
significantly less sensitive than 
i ts predecessor, which pushes 
power demands up to 200 
watts or so in a big room for 
high level listening, and down 
to, say, 100 watts at the 
opposite extreme.

C have replaced the bass units. All the 
diaphragms themselves are new, using so 
called SVA (Sandwich Vert Alveo/aire, or Green 
Sandwiched Foam). This is a sandwich 
structure with two glass fibre layers and a 
cellular foam core, which on paper at least 
bears a superficial resemblance to the cones 
used on larger Focal units. It also features a 
new low-Q motor system with what is claimed 
to be a more homogenous magnetic field, and 
a new high power, four-layer, long 
displacement voice coil. The same heat 
dissipation measures developed for the 
midrange unit are employed here too.

The final batch of changes were applied to 
the crossover, which employs 24dB slopes 
between the bass and midrange units, and 

12dB slopes from mid to 
tweeter and vice versa.

The crossover 
networks 
themselves are 
said to be more 
accurately 
aligned to the 
loudspeaker's 

natural frequency responses, and to present a 
more nearly resistive load to the amplifier. As a 
system, Triangle claims reduced phase 
distortion and improved, more uniform 
directivity. This is a complex design task in a 
case like this, where the system features three 
front facing bass units, including a single 
midrange and tweeter on the front and a rear 
facing tweeter and midrange.

The aim is to maintain dispersion around the 
enclosure, front and rear, and reduce directivity, 
which in turn makes the system less position 
critical, because it reacts less severely to 
adjacent walls. The responsible technology is 
called OPS 2 (Dynamic Pulse System}, which is 
designed to ensure that the speaker behaves 
similarly up to 30 degrees off from the direct 
frontal axis, so the sweet spot is much wider.

The new model has a sensitivity lower than 
its predecessor, but still high, however, at 
90dB. This is combined with a high power 
rating of 200 watts, with an impedance of four 
ohms (nominal).

SOUND QUALITY
The new Magellan has made what can only be 
described as a lurch to the centre ground, losing 
some of its distinctiveness and character in the 
process. This was almost certainly the idea, and 
it works superbly in its new form. The good 
points of the original models have largely been 
retained, or even built upon, including their 
wonderfully passionate style of music-making. 
It is only the questionable aspects of the 
original Concerto that have been excised.

The main changes are at the frequency 
extremes. The old model was largely 
dominated by the treble, which was sharp, 
pure and responsible in large part for the 
unusually high resolving power of the design,
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Triangle Magellan Conceno SW2 loudspeaker [Review]

Wide dispersion
compression tweeter

Midrange driver

Three bass drive units— 
combine for a larger 
radiating area

Polished real 
wood veneer finish

Detail

grounding spike Large area plinth

—Mirror image of 
front facing 
midrange/treble 
arrangement

- Bi-wire option 
using massive 
custom 
connectors

in concert with the fast, agile midband. The 
old Magellan, however, was rather bright - in 
the wrong kind of system it could even end up 
sounding fierce, and its voicing could change 
quite abruptly with listening axis. This may 
have even been one contributory reason why 
rear facing drive units were included in the 
design. They didn't do much on the primary 
listening axis, but the early reflections served 
to iron out inconsistencies in the reverberant 
soundfield when listening off-axis. The 
changes to the tweeter have the effect of 
making the treble much smoother and more 
neutral. No longer does it have the sharp, even 
spiky character of old, and because it is now 
designed to work over a 60 degree cone, it is 
much more consistent for those not sitting 
dead centrally. Sit (or stand) in the firing line, 
and the balance barely changes. Further off 
axis you still have the benefit of the rear facing 
mid and tweeter on the reverberant soundfield.

The other very obvious change is to the low 
frequency balance. The original was notable for 
its sharp transient response even through the 
lowest octaves, but few would accuse that 
model of having a particularly deep, extended 
bass. The new model is clearly a reformed 
character; it is deeper and fuller. The bass is 
more extended and muscular, and when it is 
needed, this speaker knows how to put its foot 
down to make a point. In our original review of 
the Concerto two years ago, we referred to the 
Sinopoli recording of Mahler's eighth 
symphony (the Symphony of o Thousand), and 
noted that 'in a run through of the shattering 
finale... the organ that underpins the final 
section lacked the power and the almost 
visceral trembling on the air that might have 
been present (and that) ironically for such a 
large loudspeaker, this is a design that could

"The good points of the original models have 
been retained. It's the questionable aspects 
of the Concerto that have been excised."
even benefit from an external subwoofer'. We 
dug out the same recording again for a rerun, 
and it was immediately clear that this criticism 
no longer applies. The new model offers more 
depth and weight certainly, but it has been 
subtly revoiced elsewhere, too.

The speaker now has a more architectural 
and integrated feel, especially when driven by 
our Kreil FBI integrated amp. Tonal colours are 
more varied, and generally a little darker and 
more resonant and sonorous. And the musical 
effect of the Mahler, which relies on such 
things, was immeasurably more impactful.

In many ways, this impressive floorstander is 
closer to industry norms in overall balance 
than the model that came before. It is also 
closer to its natural competition from the Focal 
Utopia stable, though not necessarily to any 
individual model in that range. In fact, the 
Magellan still probably offers a better focused 
and sharper image of the music than some of 
the Utopias You should find it easier to 
identify suitable matching electronics as it is 
much more mainstream and less fussy in its 
requirements. Surprisingly, it works well in a 
room that has a smaller floorplan (but greater 
height) than the one I was using at the time of 
the original review. The Concerto SW2 
sounded completely at home and in proportion 
in the new surroundings, which impressed.

You gain and you lose here. The loss is of 
individuality, but the speaker's temperament is 
more neutral and forgiving, and it is also much 

more practical. You won't, for example, need a 
warm-sounding valve amp just to make it 
civilised enough to use. The Concerto SW2 is a 
powerful and expressive speaker, with 
enormous reserves of resolving power. HFC

Alvin Cold

□ PRO
Civilised, real world 
development of original 
Magellan; now with better 
treble and more substantial 
bass. One of the few high-end 
speakers that doesn't punish 
you for leaving the chair.

□ CON
Costly, difficult to manoeuvre, 
and some are bound to miss 
the endearing idiosyncrasies 
of the original.

VERDICT
SOUND » 94%

i i i i i i i i.æ
EASE OF DRIVE » 65%lili « i m
BUILD 95%

I I I I I I II«
VALUE » 85%

h....bb.^m
CONCLUSION
In retrospect, this is the Concerto we should have had all 
along. The SW2 is more rounded and easier to integrate into 
hi t’ systems and most rooms. It looks beautiful -the polished 
finish ls exquisite, and clearly an improvement on the orTY ml.

HHICHOICE ))
OVERALL SCORE
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Surround sound
By rethinking the subwoofer, Wilson Benesch gets to the core of good bass

PRODUCT Wilson Benesch Torus

TYPE Passive subwoofer and amplifier

PRICE (Toms sub) £3,000; (Torus amp) £2,240

KEY FEATURES (Subwoofer) Size: (diameter) 45cm, 
(height) 33cm O Weight 34kg © Sealed box (IB) 
loading O Frequency range: 10Hz-150Hz (adjustable 
filter at both extremes) © Power handling: 1.000W peak 
O (Amplifier) Size (WxHxD): 43.6x9x30cm O Weight 
8kg O Inputs: low-level phono and XLR; high-level 
Neutrik Speakon © Power output 200 watts (8 ohms)

CONTACTS 01142 852656 
® www.wilson-benesch.com

T
he Torus has tee n a round in one form or 
another for a while. We first saw a 
prototype the Spring before last at the 
High End show in Frankfurt It is a subwoofer 

(Wilson Benesch calls it something more 
grandiose, and we'll get back to that point 
soon) like no other you have seen before - or 
since. Among many superlatives, it is surely the 
most eye-turning subwoofer ever, inhabiting a 
reasonably compact, but clearly potent 

heavyweight enclosure. It is passively driven, 
and typically comes with a matching 200W 
monaural amplifier/low pass filter unit/ 
interface box, about the size of a conventional 
integrated amplifier The two are available 
separately, and in principal, at least, if you find 
an alternative suitably specified electronics 
11ackage, you could use that instead.

As a combination, the iforus 'infrasonic 
generator* (Wilson Benesch's terminology) and 
amplifier are functionally the same as a 
standard subwoofer, though it could hardly be 
described as conventional, as there is no formal 
drive unit involved. Instead, there is a large-area 
diaphragm, made from immensely strong but 
light carbon fibre, driven by two 82mm voice 
coils, working in push-pull to create an intrinsic 
restoring force.

Normally, a driver's suspension would do the 
same job, but with a time delay, due to the 
mechanical hysteresis involved. The push-pull 
voice coil also results in a cancellation of third 
order distortion products.

Instead of a combination of driver basket a nd 
enclosure, the reaction force from the 
diaphragm travels through a massive 
component called 'The Core'; a two-part 16kg 
central rod which is rigidly coupled to a steel 
baseplate and then to ground, which acts as a 
mechanical, essentially compliance-free earth. 
This major component is also used to conduct 
heat away, assisted by a Boron Nitride coating. 
The outer structure of the Torus is there simply 
to provide air sealing around the diaphragm.

How the Torus components have been 
arrived at is not easy to nail down, because 
Wilson Benesch's claims are couched in 
generalities. Moreover, in the instruction 
manual, it attributes the role of 'architect of 
subwoofers’ to REL's Rich a rd Lord , where in 
fact much of the early pioneering work was 
attributable to Karl-Erik Stahl back in the late 
1970s. His ACE-Bass technology - applied to 
the Audio Pro subwoofer range - specifically 
addressed key problems facing subwoofer 
designers, long before REL was formed.
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Wilson Benesch Torus subwoofer and amplifier [Review]

"The Torus added structure to the sound, 
indicating the presence and nature of the 
size and approximate shape of the hall."
Wilson Benesch also ignores the recent trend 
to decoupling subwoofer enclosures from 
their drive units, and the use of multiple 
opposed drivers (which is part of the solution 
to the problem identified by Wilson Benesch), 
for example by Mordaunt-Short and Eclipse.

However, Wilson Benesch does point out that 
although a large-area drive unit is needed to 
move enough air for serious bass, a large drive 
unit cannot accelerate and decelerate the 
diaphragm efficiently enough to be 
successfully integrated with satellite speakers. 
An early solution to this problem, the Isobaric 
Tactic, was developed with SMART 
(government) funding about eight years ago. 
The new Torus driver is a more practical 
clean-sheet design, which is claimed to be a 
more efficient and readily built solution, than 
was available before,

The matching Torus amplifier has two inputs, 
one at 'high' level, for use with preamp outputs 
in a stereo system, or via a REL-like Neutrik 
Speakon balanced connector, with bare wire to 
connect to the speaker outputs of a power 
amp, or integrated in parallel with the main 
stereo pair. This takes care of low frequency 
programme content. Alternatively, it can be 
driven at low level from a preamp output or 
the LFE output of a multichannel AV amplifier, 
primarily for special effects.

Both inputs can be wired simultaneously, and 
the system adjusted to provide a combination 
of low frequency support for stereo and LFE 
output - similar to the generic pattern from 
REL (and some other) subwoofers, in fact. Each 
input has its own independently adjustable 
low pass filter and gain control. A OIL switch 

fitted to the base, sets the overall high pass or 
bypass settings: a one-time adjustment. The 
front panel controls (and display) provide 
everyday low pass fine adjustment.

SOUND QUALITY
It took some time to get a measure of the 
performance of the Torus, which was 
eventually tackled by using it with a range of 
speakers of different size and intrinsic 
bandwidth. At the two extremes, we used the 
ALR Jordan Classic l, which is almost small 
enough to stand in the palm of your hand and 
the Triangle Magellan Concerto SW2, that 
would crush the same hand paper-thin given 
half a chance (both speakers are reviewed 
elsewhere in this issue).

The ALR was too small. The Torus added a 
satisfying extension to the diminutive satellite, 
but the added bass simply wasn't in character, 
and at the necessarily high crossover point 
chosen, it was obvious that there was a

discontinuity, and where it was. But, this is not 
unusual with subwoofers; it seems to be one of 
the key ironies that the satellites which benefit 
most from subwoofer reinforcement, are those 
that need the subwoofer the least; they are 
relatively large (or at least, not too small) and 
can be used with a crossover frequency below, 
say, 40 Hz.

The Triangle is a fish of an entirely different 
colour of course. It works well with the Torus 
filter set to roll the subwoofer in at around 
30Hz. This turns out to be the lowest available 
setting. On balance, and at the risk of 
sounding pedantic, it would be good if there 
were a lower setting on tap. As long as the sub 
was set at a discreet level, the bass 
reinforcement was palpable, and yet the 
subwoofer was virtually inaudible in its own 
right, which is exactly how a subwoofer should 
be - felt but not heard.

It was at its best with live recordings, with 
a natural acoustic content below the 
frequency range of most musical 
fundamentals. Here, the Torus added 
structure to the sound, indicating the 
presence and nature of the recording venue 
- the size and approximate shape of the 
concert hall for example. It was easy to 
achieve a seamless combination with the 
satellites, where the crossover frequency was 
low enough, and the subwoofer was able to 
add colour and shape to the sound of 
certain instruments. For example, in a 
recording of Saint-Saens' Organ symphony 
(on Pentatone), the Torus added colour and 
stature to the orchestral organ, while (and 
this is the important point) leaving the main 
pickup from the orchestra practically 
unaltered. The result was a sound with much 
greater internal contrasts and dynamic 
shadings. This was simply much more 
exciting and colourful to listen to.

Generally, the Torus added character, 
atmosphere and weight, and it was clearly □
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[ Review ] Wilson Benesch Torus subwoofer and amplifier

We spoke to Craig Milnes, 
director of product development 
and design at Wilson Benesch, 
about the tailoring of the Torus 
and how it reaches to the Core of 
high fidelity

HFC How does the Torus differ from a regular 
subwoofer?
CM The Torus is the outcome of a research and 
development project that goes back over a decade. 
This led to the rejection of a large woofer, because 
it could not function dynamically with a midrange 
unit and a small woofer, because it cannot move a 
lot of air instantly. Instead, we enlarged the 
diaphragm: with neodymium motors, you can drop 
the motor into the diaphragm. This prompted the 
design of the Core.

How does the Core work?
The 16kg Core replaces the basket and motor 
assembly of a conventional driver. It connects to 
the base plate and spikes that meet the outside 
world. We also use a remarkable new material, 
Boron Nitride, in the coil former, to conduct heat 
away from the coil.

The Core features two motors to control all 
moving parts, and naturally return these moving 
parts to zero, making stiff suspensions redundant. 
The Core also acts as heatsink and its high- 
precision, self-locating nature guarantees 
everything is located precisely without the need for 
complex jigs and fixtures, and with no structural 
reference to the outside cabinet. In the Torus, the 
enclosure is simply constraining the compression 
and decompression of air.

Why don't you use a conventional diaphragm in 
the Torus?
There are huge forces exerted upon the diaphragm 
in the Torus system. A conventional diaphragm 
would be torn apart by these forces. Instead, the 
Torus diaphragm is based upon a toroid, which 
gives inherent strength.

The fabric used in this diaphragm only became 
commercially available during the development of 
the Torus and is formable into complex shapes. This 
enables the fibres to align themselves naturally in 
the direction of the forces they have to cope with. 
The resultant structure is capable of 
withstanding loads in 
excess of 100,000 
times its own mass.

Why have you 
isolated the 
amplifier from the 
Torus enclosure? 
People go to great 
lengths trying to 
isolate systems, even 
down to isolating 
cables from structural 
borne vibration. But, they 
happily accept the design of a subwoofer 
with the amplifier directly coupled to the 
same cabinet'

□ much faster at producing and releasing 
notes than most subs. It has a genuine grip on 
the bass that brings out the architectural 
qualities of each recording. As such, it was able 
to restore a natural sense of structure to the 
music whilst avoiding any bloom or excess.

Wilson Benesch doesn't classify the Torus as
a subwoofer, but as an infra-bass generator. 
In our view, the distinction is largely semantic. 
After all, if it walks like a subwoofer and talks 
like a subwoofer, there is only one conclusion 
to be drawn, and even Wilson Benesch only 

claims that the Torus does it better, not 
that it does something 

fundamentally different. It is a 
fine subwoofer, not necessarily 
better than the best available, 
though it is certainly in that 
ballpark. The only real 
disadvantages are a relatively 

limited maximum acoustic output (probably 
not an issue except under exceptional 
circumstances) and a high selling price, 
though even this is fully justifiable given the 
materials used and the build quality involved, 
both of which are exceptional. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND » 95%

I I I I I I II«

FEATURES » 87%
i i i i iti

BUILD »94%
I I I I I I— I

VALUE » 80%
._ lJ.

O PRO
Good depth and particularly 
good transient response and 
release, readily adjustable, 
amplifier//nterface 
upgradeable.

□ CON
We would have Liked a mains 
power switch on electronics, 
the top surface could become 
a dust trap, and it's not the 
most decorative of hi-fi to get 
past the 'domestic manager'.

CONCLUSION
State of the art subwoofer offers particularly good transient 
response, which means extra weight and acoustic 
characterisation of good recordings without bloat or overhang, 
and good integration with host systems.

HHI »
OVERALL SCORE )) OO /U
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y r e MX-R mono amplifier

The Ayre MX-R represents a radical new approach to power 
amplifier design, exceeding all previously known performance 

limits. Housed in an ultra-rigid chassis machined from a solid 
block of aircraft-grade aluminum, the MX-R's unique form factor 
provides for easy placement as well as a stunning appearance.

Innovative new circuit technologies combine to create a 
previously unrealized sonic experience that will deepen 

your appreciation of your favourite music.

o symmetry
t: 01727 865488
e: info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
w: www.symmetry-systems.co.uk

mailto:info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
http://www.symmetry-systems.co.uk
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Cyrus squared
Cyrus' new pre/power combination is not only affordable, it's almost without equal

PRODUCT Cyrus Pre vs2 and 6 Power

TYPE Stereo preamplifier and power amplifier

PRICE (Pre Vs2) £600; (6 Power) £400

KEY FEATURES (Pre vs2) Size (WxHxD): 21.5x7.5x36.5cm 
© Weight: 3.7kg O Inputs: seven single-ended phono 
O Outputs: preamp, tape, single-ended phono, 
headphone socket O Adjustable input sensitivity
O (6 Power) Size (WxHxD): 21.5x7.5x36.5cm © Weight:
4.3kg © Input: single-ended phono © Rated power: 
50 watts per channel (8 ohms)

CONTACT S 01480 435577 ««»www.cyrusaudio.com

R
oHS (Restriction of Hazardous 
Substances) legislation has hit 
Huntingdon, the spiritual home of 
British hi-fi. The evil lead is being eradicated 

from the face of audio. RoHS compliance is 
one reason for Cyrus revamping its amplifier 
range and bringing in the new vs2 (Virtual 
Servo 2) versions of its integrated amplifiers.

However, legislation is not the sole cause of 
the company's most affordable pre/power 
combination to date, even though these 

components are closely related to the new 
RoHS-compliant integrated range-mates. This 
pre/power gives Cyrus a range at neat £200 
intervals from the £600 6 vs2 integrated 
upwards, although the X series leaves a rather 
bigger gap in pricing terms.

The Pre vs2 is currently the only preamp in 
the range; there is still the DAC XP (which is a 
DAC with a preamp stage), but the X series 
preamp has been usurped by this new upstart. 
Virtual Servo 2 is the latest incarnation of the 
preamp design in all new Cyrus amplifiers. Its 
precise details are closely guarded, but in 
practice, it allows for the use of fewer 
capacitors in the signal path than traditional 
circuits. The '2' indicates both RoHS 
compliance and a refinement of the circuit, to 
include a new volume IC and a simpler layout 
than its predecessor.

This preamp is based on the latest Cyrus 8 
vs2 integrated amplifier and has all of the 
features you'd find on that design, including 
full remote control, a 6mm headphone output 

(albeit on the back panel) plus luxuries such as 
balance control and variable input sensitivity 
(+/-2dB relative to the CD input). The latter is 
a first for Cyrus and will be useful for anyone 
with older source components and/or 
turntables. Such facilities are ultimately at the 
mercy of the recording level of the software, 
which can vary enormously, but it's nice to see 
them on mid-priced components. Other new 
features include a mute button and a 
headphone on/off switch on the front panel.

Inputs run to a generous seven; the 
corresponding front panel buttons sport names 
including 'MP3' and 'Link', the latter relating to 
connecting Cyrus' hard disk player and multi­
room system.

The 6 Power is the smaller of two new Cyrus 
power amps. This must rate as the least 
expensive British power amps on the market, 
and the fact that it comes in Cyrus' trademark 
die cast chassis is quite a coup. It is rated at 50 
watts into eight ohms and manages to deliver 
a healthy 80 watts into four.
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Cyrus Pre vs2 preamplifier and 6 Power power amplifier [ Review ]

"You could ask for more power if you spent 
more money, but only the finest can beat it 
when it comes to spatial resolution."

The other is the 8 Power (£700), which only 
delivers an extra 10 watts per channel, but has 
a better measured performance and higher 
quality components. The main practical 
difference is that the 8 Power can be bridged 
and used as a monoblock, which makes it 
highly upgrade-friendly. Unlike the 6 Power, it 
can also take advantage of a PSX-R outboard 
power supply which also increases power 
output - an 8 Power/PSX-R in mono form is 
claimed to deliver 125 watts into eight ohms.

SOUND QUALITY
The Cyrus combo is adept at extracting qualities 
li ke spaciousness and dynamics. You could ask 
for more power if you spent more money, but 
only the finest competitors can beat it when it 
comes to spatial resolution and timing. A good 
example we found was Flying Mole's CA-SlOO 
(reviewed next month), a digital amplifier of the 
purist persuasion, with none of the luxuries 
afforded by the Pre vs2 - it has a mere three 
i nputs and no remote control. Nonetheless, it 
did deliver greater precision and power.

The duo makes a very refined noise for the 
price and feature 
count, delivering 
l arge doses of 
detail in a relaxed 
and musical 
fashion. Imaging 
benefits from the 
good treble 
extension, too; 
when the music 
calls for it, you get 
an expansive, room 

filling sound that is highly convincing. Gillian 
Welch provided the system with an open and 
broad soundstage that while slightly hard 
edged - as is the case with the recording - let 
both detail and music flow with little effort.

11 made mincemeat out of the preamp 
sections in every integrated we could find to 
throw at it. Even the preamp stage of the 
Flying Mole was no match for the Pre vs2's 
harmonic detail and depth of sound, while 
most front ends sounded flat by comparison.

I n an attempt to discover more of the 6 
Power's potential, we brought in a pair of ATC 
SCM19 standmounts. These are highly 
analytical and none too sensitive speakers, 
which sort the men from the boys when it 
comes to dynamic power. The Cyrus impressed 
by taking them if not firmly, then at least 
comfortably in hand and extracting a well 
timed and highly revealing sound. Jose 
Gonzalez' Veneer is still a terrible recording 
(made and produced by the artist, presumably 
with a broken microphone1.), but this system 
showed that it is musically beautiful despite its 
technical shortcomings. It puts the music first, 

even though it serves up a 
plentiful insight into 

the process 
involved in its 
mechanical 
creation.

With so few 
alternatives in the 
way of pre/power 
combos at, or near 
this price point, 
this Cyrus pairing 

would almost appear to have the field to itself. 
However, as the Flying Mole revealed, it can be 
outgunned by a really good integrated. And 
there are a few good integrated amps at 
E 1,000. They don't give you the ease of 
upgrade offered here, but Roksan, Arcam and 
Primare do have attractive casework and can 
often be upgraded by bi-amping. Nonetheless, 
we are confident that you will struggle to find 
a better preamp near this price, and if another 
brand can match the 6 Power for the money, 
we'll be impressed. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT-PREVS2
SOUND » 87%
IIII

FEATURES » 88%
I I I 11

BUILD » 85%
I I' I I I -1—~

VALUE » 93% 
'lililí LîM

CONCLUSION
Stunning resolution and 
feature count for the money, 
Cyrus has managed to build a 
better preamp for less. What 
more can you ask for at £600?

ÜIHUHÏHHH
» 90%

VERDICT - 6 POWER

^CONCLUSION
You get a lot of Cyrus for your 

money with this subtle and 
musical sounding amp; it also 
has more grunt than its 50 

watts would suggest

HI FICHOICE 
» 86%
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CD player brings the Danish Beat down to a grand

PRODUCT Densen Beat B 410

TYPE CD player

PRICE El,000 (Gizmo remote £150)

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44x6.4x31 cm
O Weight: 5kg O Twin analogue outputs (single-ended) 
O Digital output (S/PDIF on BNC connector) O Digital 
Deniink O Control link

CONTACT S 07799 146002 » www.densen.dk

D
ensen's line of sleek, brushed-aluminium 
hi-fi separates is not known for regular 
changes of models. So, when a new 
model is added, it's for good reasons. We've 

had plenty of enjoyable experiences with 
amplifiers and CD players from the brand and 
were excited to be the first recipients of the 
latest CD player addition to the range.

The existing Densen CD players are the Beat 
B-400 Plus and B-400 XS, and both remain in 
production. The B-410‘s raison d'être is that it 
extends the possibility of Densen ownership to 
less well-heeled audiophiles; the B-410's price 
undercutting the B-400 Plus by around £300, 

the XS by over a grand. It shares a few features 
with these existing 400 models, but there are 
enough differences in important areas to make 
it effectively a unique machine.

Densen's Beat B-410 is upgradable by 
software download (though it's not clear what 
those upgrades may consist of). It also has 
some other identifying features including the 
'Digital Deniink', which couples it to a suitable 
Densen digital input (DAC or processor) with 
better integrity than that provided by S/PDIF. 
That’s on a small D-connector at the rear, 
alongside a further pair of D-sub connectors 
that serve to connect the unit to other Densen 
equipment for unified control.

Speaking of connectors, Densen uses a BNC 
for the digital output (coaxial only, there's no 
optical link). This is switchable to reduce stray 
emissions when it's not in use, while the 
analogue output appears on two sets of 
sockets. In terms of ergonomics, the player is a 
little unprepossessing: the display is neat 
enough, but the transport (a computer-style 
one) is clunky and not incredibly fast to load 

discs. Worse, one of our pet peeves - the lack 
of fast forward and reverse on the front-panel 
controls - is made particularly aggravating by 
the fact that the remote control, the admittedly 
very cool Gizmo handset, is an optional extra 
costing a cool £150.

Internally, the player is built to Densen's 
usual high standard. The transport is claimed 
to be ‘Highly Customised' in terms of master 
clock and software: it feeds the audio circuits 
via its onboard digital output. Digital 
conversion is by a mystery component 
underneath a screening can, while the output 
buffering consists of discrete-transistor circuits. 
A generous toroidal transformer and some 
chunky smoothing capacitors look after the 
power supply requirements.

We were perturbed to discover that the 
output level is very high - not just the ten or 
20 per cent above the notional 2V of many CD 
players, but more than double that figure. 4.2V 
is a lot of level and, significantly, enough to 
overload the input of some amplifiers. With the 
growing prevalence of electronic volume
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Densen Beat 8^410 CD player [Review]

./

"The harder one listens, the more evident it 
becomes there is some veiling of details and 
it is hard to focus completely on the music."
controls and buffered inputs, levels over 3V 
can present a problem. Densen's own amps 
will doubtless all prove quite happy with the 
B-410, but that may not be true with amps 
from other makers. Attenuated interconnects 
will solve the problem, at a price, but we can't 
imagine why Densen thinks this a good idea.

As with all Densen components, the case is 
made of flat panels and the edges are on the 
aggressive side, though there's less of a nasty 
burr on them than on one or two amplifiers 
we've seen recently.

SOUND QUALITY
Not having heard a Densen CD player in a 
while, we were relatively free of 
preconceptions, though memories of 
sophisticated and engaging amplifiers put us 
in pleasantly receptive mood. First impressions 
were positive, with a lively quality to the sound 
that encouraged extended listening sessions. It 
was only when we yielded to that temptation 
and settled down with a selection of familiar 
albums that something gradually emerged as 
being amiss.

11 seems this player lacks insight. The harder 
one listens, the more evident it becomes there 
is some veiling of details and it is hard to focus 
completely on the music.

Exactly how this comes across depends on 
the music. With large ensembles - symphony 
orchestra, multi-layered rock and so on - it's a 
question of how easily one can hear the inner 
parts, follow what they are playing and locate 
them within the stereo image. With simpler 
music such as voice and guitar, there's a slight 
but irritatingly persistent 'fog', which seems to 
affect the musical message more than any 
specific hi-fi attribute one can point to. Good 
piano recordings seem to lose some of the 
instrument's individual character, while subtle 
low bass lacks tunefulness and precision.

I ntrigued as to what was causing this, we ran 
some lab tests on the player, which showed 
that its performance in almost every area lags 
current standards for decent players at a 
quarter the price. Jitter and distortion in 
particular are considerably worse than figures 
we've obtained for recent budget players, while 
noise is no better than mediocre and 

stop-band rejection average. We're also 
concerned about clock accuracy, which is very 
poor at 650ppm error - more than far enough 
from spec to prevent many DACs from locking 
to the B-410's digital output. Finally, 
mechanical noise from the transport is higher 
than we'd like, with both a continuous hiss and 
a periodic clicking noise.

I t's hard to avoid a suspicion that Densen 
has rushed this product to market. The 
company's fine reputation is, as our own 
listening and technical tests have repeatedly 
shown in the past, well deserved. As it stands, 
we find ourselves quite unable to recommend 
the B-410, apart from it matching other 
Densen kit. Sonically, it's uninvolving; 
technically, distinctly disappointing. HFC

Richard Black

- --•
VERDICT
SOUND 70%
rn nW i i i

FEATURES » 70% 
imi hm m

BUILD » 87%
I I I I I IHI^I \

VALUE » 50%
I I IM I I I I I

O PRO
Nicely built and finished, this 
should be a good match to 
Densen's impressive line of 
amplifiers. Can be impressive 
with the right material.

acoN
Persistent veiling of fine 
detail makes for tiring, even 
boring listening over any 
protracted span and severely 
limits the listener's 
engagement with the music.

CONCLUSION
On this showing, this is a 'might-have-been' that leaves us 
both puzzled and disappointed. We're fans of Densen's amps 
and we hope the company will make revisions to lift the sound 

to the sort of level the £1,000 customer has a right to expect.

Hlfi hoice)) qqo/n
OVERALL SCORE
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Chord Epic
12 gauge twisted pair silver-plated conduaors

Teflon insulation

Dual layer high frequency shielding

Reveals the subtlest dynamic shifu

Brings a new level of realism to any ht-f system

Available in Twin and Super Twin configuration

Two proven designs combined to make a 
fabulous new speaker cable

HFFICHOICE 
magazine

BEST BUY

or call +44 (0)1980 625700

Chord Epic is the result of combining two of the Chord Company1 
award winning cables

Taking the shielding system from Chord Signature and applying it to 
Chord Odyssey has brought huge improvements to the overall 
performance

Higher levels of detail, crisp and neutral treble performance and 
outstanding dynamic resolution result in music sounding completely 
natural and utterly believable

If your system swings, rocks or boogies, make sure you hear it at its 
best and most involving. If you love your music, this is the cable for 
you

To find out more visit
www.chord.co.ukTMMOVING SOUND & VISION

CHORD

http://www.chord.co.uk


ALR Jordan Classic 1 loudspeaker [Review]

Little and large
ALR Jordan's new speaker could be the perfect answer for small rooms

PRODUCT ALR Jordan Classic 1

TYPE Standmount loudspeaker

Price E500 per pair (E572 stands: £200 per pair)

CONTACT B 01730 261924 
@ wwwuberphon.co.uk

T
his new speaker completes the ALR 

Jordan Classic model range, and 

that means that it has a hefty dose 

of added Karl-Heinz Fink. The doyen of 

European speaker design voiced this 

speaker, along with the entire ALR range, 

several Castle designs and more.

The Classic 1 is a two-way compact, 

measuring 13.7x22xl9cm (WxHxD) and 

finished in real-wood veneer. The sealed box 

acoustic loading, however, is unorthodox, and 

so is the use of a Ted Jordan alloy cone bass/ 

mid driver. This is normally used in single-driver, 

full-range systems, but here, it is partnered by a 

conventional polyester dome tweeter, which 

takes over the reins at 2 SkHz, with 24dB/ 

octave slopes to avoid excessive overlap.

Sealed (or infinite baffle) loading means no 

port noise, of course, and also, a bass roll-off 

typically starting at a higher frequency than a 

vented enclosure, though the rate of 

attenuation will be correspondingly reduced. 

This doesn't show in the published numbers, 

which indicate bass extending to 70Hz, but 

without any idea of how far the output is down 

at this frequency. Our best guess is -6dB. The 

small size of the enclosure, plus the IB loading, 

mean a low sensitivity (claimed at 86dB), so 

budget fora moderately high power output, 

though the speaker gives every indication of 

being an easy electrical load. The Classic range 

(not just this model) is available in a choice of 

alder, birch and black ash real-wood veneers.

The Classic l was supplied with a pair of 

matching ES72 pedestal stands, optimised 

for the speakers. They're well finished 

and stable, and come with adjustable 

spikes and some Blu-Tack for use ’ ”

between the stands and the speakers. mH

will not be maximised, but the tonal quality 

of the speaker is remarkably neutral across 

the band upwards of the upper bass. Even 

with medium to large scale orchestral 

material, the lack of bass weight is not always 

obvious, and it has clear and open voicing. 

Yes, of course, the low frequency 

fundamentals are missing, but the early 

harmonics are certainly present, which means 

the loss is not always immediately apparent.

There are some mild colorations here, 

perhaps associated with secondary radiation 

from the relatively lightweight enclosure. This 

can be felt clearly with fingers resting lightly 

on the boxes while music is playing. The 

resulting colorations can be heard with 

stringed instruments and especially clarinet in 

the upper-middle registers, which tends to 

sound a little hard and insistent. The treble is 

surprisingly well behaved, however. The Classic 

l even makes a decent stab at playing loud 

without sounding too stressed, given an 

amplifier with enough power - an Arcam FMJ 

A32 on this occasion. This amp's laid-back 

balance is ideal for this application.

The Classic l is an exacting, yet easy on the 

ear design, but unfortunately, it's also a rather 

costly little speaker for those who are space 

strapped. The lack of absolute bass weight can 

be addressed to an extent by careful adjusting 

of positioning relative to the back wall. Apart 

from a midband balance that sounds as 

though it is lacking in gravitas due to the 

limited bass output already highlighted, it is 

difficult to be anything but enthusiastic about 

this talented newcomer. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND » 82%

EASE OF DRIVE » 80%

D PRO
A very tidy and surprisingly 
capable miniature, especially 
on the optional speaker 
stand, which is a good 
physical and aesthetic match.

BUILD » 83%

SOUND QUALITY
To put it bluntly, the Classic l is a peach. 

There's no magic here; nobody has waved a 

wand, or reinvented the laws of physics, and 

the bass doesn't extend deeper than is feasible. 

It's a small speaker and it doesn't pretend to 

be anything else. Indeed, the absence of port 

loading almost guarantees that bass weight

I III I .LT1

■
 VALUE » 83% 

r I I I I h« I

□ CON
Expensive for a speaker this 
size, and some mild upper 
midband colorations. Care 
over positioning is also 
required to achieve a good 
bass/mid balance.

CONCLUSION
Typically polished and well-voiced design from the pen of 
Karl-Heinz Fink, in a tiny form factor. The price is on the high 
side for a speaker of this size and build, but overall it's a very 

attractive option for use in limited space.

HI FICHOICE » Q30/n
OVERALL SCORE OJ /U
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PRODUCT Croft Micronaut Precession I and Polestar I

TYPE Stereo .preamplifier and power amplifier

PRICE (Precession I) £600; (Polestar I) £800

KEY FEATURES (Precession I) Size (WxHxD): 
22x10.5x33 cm O Weight: 2.5kg O Inputs: six line-level 
single-ended phono inputs O Outputs: tape (fixed) and 
power amp (via volume) single ended phono O Battery 
power supply (1,000 hours, lOxAA) O (Polestar I) Size 
(WxHxD): 22x10.5x33 cm O Weight: 3.7kg
O Single-ended unbalanced phono inputs O 4mm 
socket/binder speaker terminals O IEC mains input
O 25W per channel output power (8 ohms)

CONTACT a 01746 716881 O www.eminentaudio.co.uk

G
lenn Croft has been doing his own 

thing quietly and with very little fuss for 
some 25 years. Croft builds valve amps 
that are less expensive than most, and has 

gradually built a cult reputation for creations 
with exceptional sound quality for the money.

The Precession I preamp and Polestar I stereo 
power amp, which are the joint subjects of this 
review, are both members of the Micronaut 
series; Micronaut, however, is also the name of 
a different preamplifier, albeit one that looks 
virtually the same as the Precession models

There are actually four Precessions, labelled 
through IV, and priced from £600 to £2,000. 
These partner four different Polestar power 
amps, also labelled I through IV, and priced 
from £800 to £4,000. One reason why this 
£1,400 Precession I preamp plus Polestar I 
power combination is out of kilter with its 
bigger brother in terms of price, is because 
they are allegedly being offered as 'loss 
leaders'. Although, there are no formal 
arrangements allowing end-users to upgrade 
through the range.
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Croft Precession I preamplifier and Polestar I power amplifier [Review]

"When Dylan finished, I heard an encore from 
the kitchen, where my wife had been dancing 
along while preparing the haggis."

The surprising feature of the Precession I 
preamp is that it has no mains input, instead 
being powered by ten regular AA alkaline dry 
batteries. A set is claimed to last for 1,000 
hours and the sound quality is suggested to 
vary according to the type of battery, which 
might be something to investigate when time 
permits. There's no phono stage, or any degree 
of remote control. The two large knobs cover 
volume and selection between six line level 
i nputs, while a pair of toggle switches provide 
power and muting. The volume control has a 
particularly nice 'feel', while clockwise rotation 
of the selector tracks the inputs from right to 
left, which seems a little odd.

The zero feedback Polestar I is rated at a 
modest 25W per channel (its II, Ill and IV 
brethren have 40W, 60W and SSW 
respectively). All use Croft's hybrid 'transvalve' 
circuitry, which combines a double-triode valve 
with MOSFETs, so avoiding the excessive heat 
output and costly output transformers 
associated with all-valve amplifiers.

SOUND QUALITY
The new amplifier might have exchanged some 
thermionic components for solid-state devices, 
but right from the off, this combo immediately 
demonstrated the Croft pedigree, with its 
beautifully open presence and a delightful 
freedom from timesmear.

Things did seem a little coarse and rough 
around the edges for the first few hours, but by 
the second day the 
combo was really 
starting to sing, 
and steadily 
adding increasing 
sweetness to an 
initial impressively 
transparent mix.

One of the best 
tests for an amplifier 
is how well it

distinguishes between the different sources 
and components further up the chain. The 
Croft combo proved quite exceptional here. 
Even when driving a relatively modest pair of 
Focal Chorus 714Vs, the difference between 
connecting a Nairn CD player via Chord 
Company Anthem or Nordost Red Dawn cables 
was clearly audible.

A pair of B&W 800Ds were also wheeled in, 
providing exceptional bandwidth and dynamic 
range, alongside a difficult load, but decent 
enough sensitivity. Although the modest power 
output limited the loudness, the combination 
actually proved quite satisfactory. Indeed, the 
only real cause of frustration arose simply 
because this amplifier is so clean and crisp 
through the midband that one wanted to keep 
turning it up to impractically high levels.

The only audible blemish seemed to be a 
slight lack of control at the very fewest 
frequencies, which was just occasionally 
noticeable on bass guitar and kick drum, and 
with cathedral organ. This in turn was perhaps 
made more noticeable because the upper bass 
and lower midband is a little dry in character.

This is an amplifier that leads with its voice 
band - and what a voice band it is too. It has a 
magical realism that seems to wring every 
emotion out of the musicians, and leave the 
li stener transfixed, hanging on every word.

This amplifier is so crisp and free from 
timesmear, I found myself playing really 'dirty' 
recordings like early Velvet Underground as 

l oudly as they 
would go. The 
sound did have a 
slightly edgy 
quality, true, but 
the experience 
was still very 
enjoyable.
Nirvana's Bleach 

also made a rare 
appearance from 

i ts dust jacket, while more gentle material like 
Sufjan Stevens' 11/inoise revealed its more 
delicate side. When a side of Bob Dylan's 
Modern Times finished, I heard an encore from 
the kitchen, where my wife had been dancing 
along while preparing the haggis.

For our The Collection edition, I had the 
pleasure of reviewing the very lovely, but 
exceptionally costly, DarTZeel NHB-108 Model 
One amplifier. This little Croft combo didn't 
match the DarTZeel’s smooth sophistication, 
but it did get in the same ballpark for speed 
and vivacity. While the Croft's are exceptional, 
offering genuine audiophile performance at a 
remarkably affordable price, they also whet the 
appetite for others in the Micronaut range, to 
see how much more can be wrung out of this 
clever and deceptively simple design. HFC

Pou/ Messenger

VERDICT - PRECESSION I
SOUND » 92%

FEATURES » 70%

BUILD » 85%

CONCLUSION
Stunning battery-powered 
Line preamp, delivers a 

breathtaking performance, 
free from the artifacts that 
beset many of its peers.

HI-FICHOICE 
» 93%VALUE » 94%

H I I I I lb«

VERDICT - POLESTAR 1
SOUND » 88% CONCLUSION

With freedom from timesmear,

FEATURES > 75%
this involving and revealing 
power amplifier delivers vivid 

presence detail with great

BUILD » 85%
1 1 1 IWMI

VALUE » 90%

voice reproduction.

HI-FICHOICE 
» 89%
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Have Pro-Ject's Xpression updates put it ahead of the competition?

PRODUCT Pro-Ject Xpression II
TYPE Turntable, arm and cartridge
PRICE £250

CONTACT S 01235 511166 S www.project-audio.com

P
ro ject, the Czech Republic's foremost 
turntable maker, has been busy 
upgrading its Xpression deck, a model 
that has been around for three years. The MklI 

Xpression is still a solid plinth design with a 
cast alloy platter, AC motor and carbon fibre 
tonearm, but it differs from its predecessor in a 
few key areas. The carbon arm, was radical at 
the price, but it never looked that substantial. 
But now, it finds itself in a thicker form with 
better bearings. Like upmarket Pro-Jects, the 
arm cable terminates in phono sockets like any 
other source, meaning you can easily upgrade 
this important link for better performance.

The new pick-up arm (8.6c) is built from 
conical section carbon fibre with a glued-on 
aluminium headshell, running on gimble 
bearings with sapphire beds. It is fully 
adjustable in height and can even have its 
tube rotated in order to align azimuth (the 
uprightness of the cantilever from the front).

The turntable's base is much improved; 
combining metal cones with a Sorbothane 
alternative, it offers better isolation than the 
rubber feet of yore. As this 'suspension' is all 
the turntable has to offer, this could have a 
significant effect on the end result.

There is also an increase in platter mass, up 
by 15 per cent, which should produce a small 
and hopefully worthwhile, increase in inertia.

Unlike many turntables, this is a fully 
functioning deck, complete with an Ortofon 
0M10 moving magnet cartridge and a rubber 
decoupled 'quiet running' motor, that uses a 
flat belt to drive the alloy platter.

SOUND QUALITY
Once you have set up the downforce using the 
crude calibration on the counterweight, fiddled 
with the anti-skate dongle, and located the 
on/off switch under the plinth, you are ready 
to go. The dedicated will want to check the 
factory-set cartridge alignment; our sample 
only required a minor tweak to bring it to 
anal-retentive installation levels.

Its sound reveals much of what makes vinyl 
such an appealing medium. It is open, 
energetic and spacious, with plenty of detail 
and a good helping of tonal colour. Unlike 
some budget decks, it is also highly stable and 
tracks well, even if it is placed closer to the 
speakers than we would like.

There is no hum if you remember to connect 
the earth cable to both turntable and phono 
stage. In fact, it's quiet enough to reveal hum 
in the run-in groove (presumably coming from 
the cutting lathe). The supplied Ortofon 0M1O 
Super cartridge (£40), is limited when it comes 
to bandwidth extremes; a heavy track from 
Massive Attack successfully provoked OTT 
upper bass, but we didn't hear the depth and 

weight that better needles have dug out of this 
particular groove. But, Ortofon makes three 
higher quality styli that can be swapped for 
the standard 10, should you want to upgrade.

While the Xpression II is no match for the 
Rega P3 we had on hand (which is £400, 
including cartridge), it should provide a worthy 
competitor for Goldring's GR2.2 rival. The 
latter has a harder hitting sound, but lacks the 
subtlety that the Pro-Ject can deliver. Put on a 
truly classy recording and it revels in the luxury 
of sound on offer and gets right into the 
groove. It may be time for the competition to 
go back to the drawing board. HFC

Jason Kennedy

r pro
Broad range of set up 
features, involving agile 
sound with good detail 
resolve, easy upgrade of 
stylus and arm cable. Carbon 

. fibre tonearm.

D CON
Bass is a little limited in 
extension and solidity, crude 
downforce setting, well 
hidden on/off switch. Feet 
offer limited isolation.

SOUND 78%
I I I I’ f I— I I

FEATURES » 80% i i i i i riawzzz
BUILD 80% 
i h i i i i^zn

VALUE » 95%
I I I I I I I I.WT

CONCLUSION
Pro-Ject has made a good job of upgrading the Xpression.
Anyone looking for a smooth and engaging turntable with the 
ability to revel in the glory of vinyl would be a fool not to put it 

on their shortlist.

HI FICHOICE » R70/n
OVERALL SCORE V! /\J
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Sennheiser LX90
TYPE In-ear headphones

PRICE £35

CONTACTe 01494 551551 @ www.sennheiser.co.uk

S
ennheiser's vast range of headphones 
doesn't just include models for portable 
audio; the company has so many 
designs that they get divided into several 

categories. The 'Style' range consists of three 
models that not only look smart, but have 
apparently been tuned for neutral sound. This 
should make a welcome change from the usual 
boom-n-tiu of too much sound-on-the-go. The 
company sent us all three Styles the LX90 
(£35) tested here, which has a clever springy 
headband, the MX90 (£40), which clips over 
each ear like a Bluetooth headset, and the 
0MX90 (ESO) 'twist-to-fit' model. All three 
appear to use the same driver.

Some differences will be down to the fit on 
individual ears, but we tried these on several 
listeners and came to a strong preference for 
the LX90 (which happens to be the only one 
not including a volume control in the lead). All 
three do indeed have an admirably neutral 
balance, but we felt the LX variant offered 
significantly clearer sound with a degree of

resolution that really does justify the term 'hi-Fi'. MP3 artefacts much less noticeable than with
The MX and OMX seemed quite seriously 
boxed-in and congested, but the LX is more 
open and allows one to hear much deeper into 
the music. As seems invariably the way with 
in-ear 'phones, stereo imaging is less good than 
'proper' headphones can create, but in the noisy 
outdoor world, that's hardly an issue anyway. 
Meanwhile, the unexaggerated treble makes

many in-ear headphone designs. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT

J 
1 4

CONCLUSION
A cut above average portable 
headphones/earphones, Wlth 
proper hi-fi standards of 

neutrality and detail.

HI•FICHOICE 
> > 840/0

Black Rhodium Harmony
TYPE Analogue interconnect

PRICE £60 ( l m terminated pair-)

CONTACT e 01332 342233 @ www.blackrhodium.co.uk

F
rom the outside, there's not much about 
this interconnect that marks it out as in 
any way different from the many (very 
many) competing models, at or near its price. 

Still, it's not like Black Rhodium to follow the 
horde even when designing to a budget and 
two features stand out about Harmony's 
construction. First, it's unscreened, with two 
identical conductors, insulated and twisted 
together before being sheathed together. 
Second, it uses silicone rubber insulation 
instead of the usual suspects, a long-time 
Black Rhodium favourite.

Unscreened interconnects may sound like a 
recipe for hum and interference, but in practice 
it's difficult to get this cable to pick up either. 
Twisting conductors together is often a more 
potent anti-hum measure than screening 
anyway, and when connecting any typical 
modern source to an amplifier, the chance of a 
problem is near zero. You'll also notice that the 
two conductors are twisted together 
(something first publicly recommended, we

believe, in these pages I) which theoretically 
worsens crosstalk. The extent is negligible, 
though, and is more than offset by the 
reduction in likelihood of picking up 
magnetically-induced hum as a bonus.

As a result of all this, sound is clear and 
notably agile, with bass that extends pretty 
well (if not truly seismically) and articulates 
admirably. Treble is extended, open and sweet 
with just the tiniest loss of ambience compared 
to expensive reference cables. Tonally, sound is 

neutral apart from a hint of upper-bass lift, a 
common Black Rhodium characteristic that is 
easy to live with, and imaging is excellent in 
both width and depth. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
LONCLU"ON
A fine all-rounder with a 
lively, detailed and pleasing 
sound : highly compatible and 

excellentvalue . too .

*

HHICHOICE : 
) ) 86% I
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Cables and accessories [ Review ]
Onofon Salsa

TYPE Moving-coil cartridge
PRICE £200
CONTACT Q 01235 511166 e www.ortofon.com

N
ostalgia isn't what it used to be, they say, but opening the classic Ortofon packaging (itself unchanged in something like two decades) and examining, installing and testing a real live phono cartridge brings it all flooding back. And that's before examining the Ortofon website and finding that so many of the old favourites are still available, including models older than most of HFC's staff and contributors ।But, this model is brand new, and pretty much an entry-level model as MC cartridges go. It shares a body design with an even cheaper newcomer (the Samba at £150) made in orange 'Noryl' engineering plastic, but has a more sophisticated stylus and cantilever. It is broadly in the 'medium output' range for MC models, ideally wanting a good step-up device but not desperately critical for noise.We gave it a good outing in a couple of turntable/arm combinations and rapidly came to appreciate its refinement, insight and general musical involvement. The classic

advantages of MC cartridges over the generally cheaper moving-magnet types include better precision and sharper focus, and while the very cheapest MCs sometimes struggle to deliver that with tonal neutrality, good models like this one do have a lot to offer in that direction, without sacrificing basics like tracking ability.There's a slight 'cuppy' coloration which we're pretty sure is a function of the body. It's not serious and does little to detract from the excellent pace and timing and the fine 

extension at top and bottom. In typicalOrtofon fashion though, there's no strong preference for any one musical style, always a useful result. HFC
Richard Black

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
This is a fine first MC and 
gives a good taste of the 

magicalthmgsOrtofon^sbest 
can achieve .

HIFICHOICE 
> > 83%

Atlas Hyper 2.0

TYPE Loudspeaker cable
PRICE £15/metre (terminations extra)
CONTACT Ii: 0800 731 1140 @ wwwhifi.org.uk

I
t's interesting that this £15 per metre speaker cable is more than halfway up the Atlas range and is rated by the company as one of its 'high performance' models. From some cable manufacturers, £15 per metre will hardly get you the time of day I Nevertheless, construction is not unlike other companies' in this price range, with a straightforward pair of 2mm conductors (hence the name: there's also Hyper l.5 and Hyper 3.0), each insulated in PTFE, padded out with cotton and sheathed in PVC Cotton is more common in studio cables, where it reduces abrasion damage and microphony, but it could well be a useful attribute in hi-fi cables too.Hyper is available off the reel from dealers, or as a terminated set as in our sample, which, incidentally, has some very nice lightweight 4mm plugs, crimped to the wire.Whether the cotton plays a part we couldn't say with certainty, but there was plenty we liked about Hyper 2.0. It has a direct and

company of its peers,unfussy presentation that shows noobvious signs of coloration and offers good, strong bass and open treble. If one compares it directly with fancier and dearer designs, it becomes apparent that there's a slight sacrifice in ultimate bass and detail, and its cousin, imaging. But, Atlas has achieved something praiseworthy in making these compromises far from obvious with this wire. In fact, taken in isolation or indeed in the

Hyper 2.0 is notable for its fine combination of precision and musical involvement. HFC
Richard Black

VERDICT
CONCLUSION
Definitely a cable that puts 
musical values before hi-fi

minutiae. Mghlybstenable 
and good value ,

HI FICHOICE 
) ) 84%
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Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers £1,300 £2,300

As you near the high end of hi-fi, speakers become a diverse bunch

T

ON TEST

his month's loudspeaker group 
test covers a relatively upmarket 
sector. Our six candidates cost

unpredictability of bass/room 
interactions, although it's an inexact 
science - there's no easy formula to 
provide a panacea. HFC

Leema Xone 
£2,245

DALi Mentor 6 
£2,200

JAS Audio Orsa
El,395

Kudos Cardea ClO
£2,200

Focal Chorus 836V
El,549

Roksan Caspian FR5 
£2,000

GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER

LOUDSPEAKERS
between f 1,300 and £2,300 per pair, 
comprise four floorstanders and two 
standmounts, and show no relationship 
between size and price.

The largest model with the most drive 
units (Focal) is also one of the least 
expensive, but then it's also the only one 
that isn't clad in real wood veneer, which 
always has a significant bearing on price. 
By the same token, two of the smaller 
models (Kudos and Leema) are among 
the most costly. They're also two of the 
prettiest, which is one contributing 
factor, but 'made in Britain' is another 
ingredient that carries a healthy price 
premium these days. The Chinese built 
JAS Audio is easily in the same class in 
terms of presentation and finish, yet it 
costs around two-thirds the price.

Physical perceived value is obviously 
important when confronted by a range 
of alternatives on the shop floor, but it 
shouldn't take precedence over 
auditioning. Furthermore, in an ideal 
world, part of that listening should, if 

possible, be conducted in the room in 
which the speakers will be used.

It's virtually impossible to predict how 
any given pair of speakers will react with 
any given positioning in any given room, 
because the interactions between the 
various bass sources - both drive units 
and ports - are exceedingly complex.

In our group, for example, the DALi 
has four distinct bass sources - two 
drivers fairly close together on the front, 
plus two rear ports spaced well apart 
and well separated from the drivers by a 
deep enclosure. Whereas, the Focal 
speaker has no fewer than three drivers 
and three ports, but placed quite close 
together in a continuous line down the 
front to the floor.

The Roksan and Leema both have two 
drivers close together, well off the 
ground, plus a rear port separated by a 
relatively slim enclosure and again clear 
of the ground. While the Kudos and JAS 
Audio are standmounts, each place their 
port and solitary driver quite close 
together and well off the ground.

These variations, and others besides, 
do at least help to explain the

EQUIPMENT USED
® Nairn CDS 3/555 PS CD player
® Burmester 001 CD player
® Linn Sondek LP12 turntable
® Rega RB1000 arm
® Rega Apheta cartridge
® Magnum Dynalab MD 106 T tuner
® Nairn NAC552 preamplifier
® Nairn NAP500 power amplifier
® Cables from Vertex AQ, Chord 

Company, Abbey Road Cables 
and Nairn

MUSIC USED
® Rodrigo Y Gabriela

Live Manchester and Dublin
® Bob Dylan Modern Times
® Lowell George Thanks, I'll Eat it Here
® Nitin Sawhney Beyond Skin
® Squarepusher Ultravisitor
® Laurie Anderson Life On A String
® BPO Karajan Wagner Tannhauser 

Overture
@ BBC Radios 3 and 4 were also used 

throughout the test

e®
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4
LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
Our 3 D bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the 
speakers compare across quantitative and qualitative 
measures. Individual parameters are assessed and shown as 
better or worse than the group average.
1] Sensitivity: Sensitivity measures how loud a speaker 
will go for a given voltage from the amp. It's scaled to 
2.83V at 1 m (one watt of power for an eight-ohm load). 
This figure can be misleading, as sensitivity varies 
significantly and lower-impedance speakers extract more 
current and hence power from an amp than 
higher-impedance ones.
2] Bass extension: A speaker's bass is heavily modified 
by the room. To replicate 'real world' conditions, our figure 
represents the averaged bass roll-off frequency at -6dB ref 
the broad midband, measured across the far field for a 
stereo pair in a 43x2.6x5.5m room.
3] Ease of drive: The lower the impedance, the more 
current it extracts from the driving amp for a given volume. 
Lower impedance designs have higher sensitivities, 
reducing voltage requirement for given loudness levels.
4] Overall frequency balance: Overall broad frequency 
response trends do much to define the character of a 
speaker, although true neutrality is the obvious goal.
5] Response smoothness: The small scale smoothness 
of a speaker has much to do with the delicacy of the 
sound, and its ability to deliver subtle harmonic shading.

LISTENING TESTS
Loudspeaker listening poses more complex problems than 
those involved in assessing other components.
Loudspeakers vary greatly and interact strongly and often 
unpredictably with the room. The difficulty facing 
sequential unsighted loudspeaker presentations is the 
strong tendency to judge each example according to how 
its balance differs from the model that preceded it. 
Accordingly, extended hands-on listening sessions were 
adopted for this group, giving scope to adjust to the 
changes in balance and to experiment with positioning.

LAB TESTS
The speakers were tested under in-room conditions, to best 
represent real-world conditions. The test equipment used 
included a Neutrik Audiograph analogue signal generator 
with synchronised pen recorder, used to plot the far-field 
in-room averaged response traces and impedance plots. 
Pair-matching was also checked at one metre.

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.



[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers £1,300.£2,300

.£2,200 per pair a 0845 644 3537 (!;) www.dali.dk

DALi MENTOR 6
DALl's speaker series had a mid-range gap. Until now

D
BS ALI is an acronym that stands for Danish 

Audiophile Loudspeaker Industries. The 
company makes a number of different 

speaker ranges to appeal to a wide variety of 
customer priorities. Those placing stereo music 
performance at the top of their agendas have 
hitherto had to choose between the excellent, 
affordable Ikons and the considerably more 
costly Helicon and Euphonia ranges. The price 
and presentation gap between Ikons and 
Helicons was all too obvious : enter the Mentor 
range. But, it's more than a mere gap-filler.

At £2,200 per pair, the Mentor 6 falls 
roughly halfway between the Ikon 6 and the 
Helicon 400 in price. All three models share 
the same 'two-and-two-halves-way' 
configuration, though both the drive units and 
enclosures are different. All three speakers use 
variations on DALl's dome/ribbon treble 
module theme, plus twin bass/mid drivers 
arranged so that the lower unit is only used to 
add extra bass oomph.

In fact, the Mentor 6 has rather more in 
common with the Helicon 400, both in its 
superior quality drive units, and also the very

substantially built, real wood, cherry-veneered 
enclosure. The latter may not have the costly 
laminated curved sides of the Helicons, but it 
looks very similar in other respects, with gently 
curved front and back panels. However, weight 
usually provides clues to the build of an 
enclosure: while the 22.Skg Mentor 6 is just 
4kg heavier than an Ikon 6, it's a whole 
9.Skg lighter than the Helicon 400.

The two 165mm cast frame bass/mid drivers 
have DALl's proprietary dish-shaped 125mm 
paper/wood fibre diaphragm. Each operates 
into its own sub-enclosure, and each of these is 
reflex-loaded by its own rear port, tuned to 
37Hz. The treble module combines a 28mm 
soft dome and a 17x45mm ribbon on a single 
chassis. The ribbon operates above lOkHz, 
partly to extend the bandwidth, and partly to 
ensure consistent and wide lateral distribution. 
The rear panel accommodates two pairs of 
good quality speaker terminals.

The speaker comes pre-fitted with a black 
MDF plinth, and the very deep enclosure 
further enhances stability, though the spikes 
have only thumbwheel lock-nuts.

SOUND QUALITY
The Mentor 6 delivers a whole lot of low bass, 
which is often welcome, but sometimes too 
intrusive, as the end result can 'thump' a bit 
with some material. This low bass emphasis is 
rendered that much more obvious because 
output through the upper bass and lower 
midband is a rather lean and dry.

This leaves bass instruments - both electric 
and acoustic - lacking in both warmth and 
punch. For example, the drive imparted by a 
bass guitar at full pelt, and the dynamic 
tension generated by cellos, are both muted 
and somewhat understated.

The midband proper sounds both uneven 
and slightly forward. This tends to highlight 
detail, but this is welcome. And, although 
boxiness is well controlled, there are some 
traces of upper-mid nasality, which again tends 
to be emphasised. On the plus side, the treble 
is strong but also impressively sweet, clean and 
smooth, bringing worthwhile delicacy and 
transparency to the party.

The strong deep bass proved too much under 
our room conditions, so the Mentor 6 
loudspeaker would be better suited to a larger 
space or a more bass absorbing structure. 
Overall, it tends to fall between two stools, 
lacking the more even in-room delivery of the 
Ikons 6 and 7, yet without the midband 
smoothness of the Helicon 400. HFC

DALi claims a sensitivity of 89.SdB, which is 
fractionally higher than our tests suggest. Although 
this figure is not high for such a large speaker, it 
must be seen in the context of an impedance that 
stays close to 6 ohms throughout, and bass 
extension that goes comfortably down to 22Hz at 
-6dB (under in-room, far-field averaged conditions).

One reason for the good bass extension is that 
the ports here are tuned to a relatively low 37Hz. 
The problem is that their averaged output between 
28Hz and 60Hz is around 6dB stronger than the 
level delivered by the drive units between 80Hz and 
SOOHz. Above BOOHz, there's a 3dB rise to a peak 
700-900Hz, then a 4dB dip around 1.3 kHz, a 
further 3dB rise to 2-2.3kHz, and another 3dB dip 
centred on 3kHz.

The treble proper looks well-judged and 
impressively smooth, but unevenness through the 
upper midband (500Hz-4kHz) is disappointing.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Sensitivity » 0%

2] Bass extension » +30%

3] Ease of drive » +25%

4] Overall frequency balance » -10%

5] Response smoothness »-10% 
 ,

SPECIFICATIONS _______
Measurement Rated ^Acb.lal

Sensitivity @ l m/2.83V 89. Sd8 89dB

Impedance (nominal/mimmum) 6/- ohms 8/6 ohms

Estimated bass extension ( -6dB) 36Hz 22Hz

VERDICT

HFHCHOICE O1 0/n
OVE.£LL SCORE V I XU

This hefty and solidly built 
floorstander is beautifully 
presented and finished. 
While the top end is smooth 
and sweet, the broad upper 
mid is rather uneven, the 
lower mid a bit lacking, and 
the low bass too strong.
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Loudspeakers £1,300^£2,300 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

.£1,549 per pair e 0845 660 2680 §= wwwfocal-fr.com

FOCAL CHORUS 836V
The largest of Fowl's BOOV-series sports five drive units

T
he Chorus models have long been 
Focal's (budget) entry-level range. In 
introducing the third generation, this 
leading French manufacturer has adopted a 

new initiative. There are now two distinct 
Chorus ranges; the simpler, less costly and 
more traditional looking 700Vs; and the more 
stylish, expensive and more substantial 800Vs.

This £1,549 per pair Chorus 836V is the 
largest of five 800V-series stereo pairs, two 
rungs further up the ladder than the E 1,000 
per pair 816V reviewed in HFC 288, with three 
drivers operating in a two-and-a-half-way 
configuration. The much taller 836V has five 
drive units and is a full three-way design, 
delivering its bass output from a substantial 
triple-ported, triple-driver array.

The styling, based on contrasting synthetic 
laminates, is distinctive. Tapering side panels, 
finished in ebony or mocha woodprint, mean 
the speaker is slightly narrower at the back 
than the front, and reflect the fact that the 
internal faces are not parallel, to avoid

focusing standing waves. The front, back, top 
and base are a contrasting high gloss black, 
and all the panels are 20-25mm thick, with 
further stiffening provided by internal bracing. 
The whole thing sits on a very substantial alloy 
plinth, increasing the footprint to ensure good 
physical stability; the chunky if rather blunt 
spikes are top-adjustable, but lack lock-nuts.

Focal claims it doesn't trust others to make 
its drive units, and therefore continues to 
manufacture all drivers it uses in its French 
factory. All four cone drivers have 165mm cast 
alloy frames and 11Smm diameter paper cones 
coated with 'Polyglass' glass 'micro-spheres'. 
The midrange unit has a different dust-dome 
treatment from the three bass units, to improve 
performance towards the top of its operating 
range, while the triple bass driver arrangement 
gives a total cone area roughly equivalent to a 
single 240mm dedicated bass unit

The familiar inverted-dome Focal tweeter 
now has an aluminium/magnesium alloy 
diaphragm and new suspension. This is 
mounted in a rigid-cast chassis at the top edge 
of the enclosure, and is unobstructed by the 
V-shaped grille. It features three ports, 
(one firing downwards above the plinth) 
provide bass loading, and the signal is applied 
to a single terminal pair.

SOUND QUALITY
Straight from the box, the 836V delivers a 
thoroughly impressive performance. Given the 
imposing array of bass drivers on view, one 
might have anticipated some bass excess here, 
but in fact, the bass alignment turns out to be 
very well judged indeed, provided the speakers 
are kept well clear of walls.

More than any of the others assembled for 
this group test, this large Focal design makes a 
real stab at delivering genuine dynamic drama 
and tension. As such, it's particularly well 
suited to unravelling and portraying the 
layered complexities of large-scale material, 
whether orchestral or electronic in origin.

Besides its liveliness and grip, the 836V has 
a convincing warmth, richness and body, to a 
degree that eludes most of the others. 
However, it can sound thick and heavy in 
coloration terms; it does lack smoothness; and 
the top end can be coarse and obvious.

As is always the case, compromise is 
involved, and while the Chorus 836V is neither 
the prettiest, cleanest nor sweetest model in 
our group, it is one of the most involving and 
entertaining dynamically speaking, as well as 
one of the least expensive. HFC

The manufacturer claims an unusually high 
sensitivity of 91.SdB, and this is more than borne 
out in our tests. While such a high figure is 
creditable in itself, it's also substantially 
compromised here by an impedance that drops 
below 4 ohms around 120Hz, a zone where plenty 
of amplifier current will be required.

With the complex porting tuned to 39Hz, bass 
extension is effectively limited to 30Hz under 
in-room conditions, and free-space siting is 
mandatory to avoid excessive mid-bass output. From 
40Hz up to 300Hz, output is strong and well 
balanced, though there's a drop of about 4dB above 
that point. Things hang together well thereafter, 
with output a couple of dB shy through the 
presence zone (1.2-4.SkHz), with some recovery 
5-lOkHz. In truth, the 836V's averaged far-field 
in-room response is pretty well ordered overall, 
though not particularly smooth.

1] Sensitivity » +50%

2] Bass extension » +10%

3] Ease of drive » +10%

4] Overall frequency balance »0%

5] Response smoothness » -10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ I m/2.83V

Impedance (nommal/minimum)

Estimated bass extension (-6d8)

92dB

8/3 ohms

33 Hz

92dB

5/3.5 ohms

28Hz

VERDICT I, J ‘ I
SOUND » 89% 

znrnu

PRACTICALITY » 85%
I I I I I I I LIZ -

BUILD » 85%

I I I I I I HIM I I

VALUE » 91%

NINI EMU

Beefy three-way is not pretty 
in its synthetic laminate 
clothes, but it's sharply 
priced. Bass alignment is 
good, and the sound has 
genuine dynamic expression 
and grip, though it could be 
smoother and sweeter.

HI-FICHOICE ÛA0/a
OVERALL SCORE WV fV
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thesoundsurgery

^^^ we love
• music, 

we love 
hifi.
Restore your passion.
Revive your music collection. 
Redefine your expectations.

Acoustic Signature 
Audio Desk Systeme 
Eben 
Exactpower 
Emilie 
Kingsound 
Luxman 
Monopulse 
Pearcable 
Stereovox 
Supra Sword 
Stillpoints 
Timber Matrix Foundation 
Vertex AO 
WhestAudio

^^w.soundsurgery.co.uk
01392 662920 I 07775 707784
New products & regularly updated 
used/ex-demo webpage.
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Loudspeakers £1,300^£2,300 [ Ultimate Group Test]

.£1,395 per pair E 014 334 0676 @ www.jas-audio.com

JAS AUDIO ORSI
Hong Kong based JAS Audio makes this curious standmount

A
 relative newcomer to Hi-Fi Choice, 
information about JAS Audio and its 
products is limited, on both the 
company's own website and via UK importer 

Shadow Audio. A company statement tells us 
it's a: "Hong Kong based Hi-End Hi Fi 
equipment design house. The R&D team is a 
combined force of engineers from US, Hong 
Kong and China". The website shows an 
extensive range of classy loudspeakers, plus 
some valve amplification, but no information 
on the company history or its production 
facilities - most likely the latter is handled by 
outside suppliers based in China itself, which 
would explain the competitive pricing.

This fl,395 per pair Orsa is actually the least 
costly model in the JAS Audio speaker 
portfolio, and it's an unusual design in a 
number of respects. It's a good size 
standmount, constructed from two separate 
enclosures that are spaced slightly apart so 
that the port exit operates in the gap between. 
Both enclosures are beautifully finished in a 
deep red Makore veneer with multiple coats of 
high gloss lacquer. The front baffles are set at 
different angles, the lower one tilts backwards 
at 20 degrees from the vertical, while the top 
of the upper enclosure is tilted forward at 
some seven degrees.

I t's a two-way design, housing a l 50mm 
bass/mid driver with a ll5mm plastic cone/ 
dome diaphragm in the larger, lower enclosure. 
A ribbon tweeter, with pleated diaphragm 
roughly 20x45mm, occupies the top box, set 
deep behind a shallow, circular horn.

Exactly how the port loading is arranged, 
and whether the upper enclosure takes an 

active role in loading the bass/mid driver, is 
impossible to ascertain from external 
inspection. Company literature makes much of 
the fact that the port output radiates through 
360 degrees, via the slot between the two 
enclosures, claiming that this is the subject of 
a patent application. This is puuling; any port 
will invariably radiate omni-directionally, since 
the source will always be smaller than the bass 
wavelength it's reproducing. And floorstanders 
with downward-firing ports are by no means 
unknown - witness the Focal in this group.

The tilts applied to the baffles help spread 
the internal standing waves, and internal 
damping is supplied by pure wool. The rear 
panel carries a single pair of high quality 
locking terminals, and a switch labelled 
Reference/Dynamic: the former was used 
throughout our tests.

SOUND QUALITY
Although the Orsa has its peculiarities, in both 
design and measured performance, the sound 
it creates nevertheless has considerable charm. 
There are certainly grounds for criticism, 
especially in the decidedly modest bass 
extension and exposed treble. But there's also 
decent coherence that is very persuasive and 
engrossing, making it easy to focus one's 
attention on the music rather than become 
distracted by sonic limitations.

Although low bass is absent, the 
mid-to-upper bass has an evenness and 
neutrality that's more than fair compensation. 
Stereo images are laid out precisely, with 
decent focus and a reassuring lightness of 
touch. In part because the presence zone is 
rather too restrained, the treble is obvious and 
exposed, but it's also quite sweet and clear, so 

that fine detail is clear 
and coherent 

Add in the wide 
dynamic range and 
spaciousness that's 
typical of the fine 
enclosure control and 
low box coloration 
offered by a very 
substantial standmount, 
and the result is a 
speaker that is 
musically rather more 
than the sum of its 
fantastic-looking 
parts, even if you 
include the limited 
bass weight HFC

The unusual port arrangements adopted by this 
speaker results in a very well damped port output 
at a relatively high 68Hz. As a result, the Orsa 
delivered decent in-room output down to SOHz but 
no lower, and did so quite evenly when the speakers 
were sited in free space.

Our sensitivity rating of 87dB is just 1 dB shy of 
the claimed 88dB, and this is a respectable figure in 
view of an easy-to-Orive impedance that stays above 
7 ohms throughout (A rear panel switch labelled 
Reference/ Dynamic slightly increases the 
impedance around SkHz on the latter setting.)

The overall in-room far-field averaged response is 
very well ordered from SOHz up to 1.4kHz, apart 
from a solitary peak at 270Hz. Between 1.4kHz and 
6kHz there's a broad depression around SdB down 
at its deepest Finally, while the treble proper looks 
well judged in relative level above 6kHz, it's also 
rather uneven.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Sensitivity » -20%
21 Bass extension » -40%
3] Ease of drive » -5%
4] Overall frequency balance » -20%
5] Response smoothness » -10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ 1 m/2 83V 88dB 87dB

!mpedance inonTinaioffninimum; 8/-ohms 8/7 ohms

Estimated bass extension ( 6dB) - 45Hz

SOUND » 84%
I I I I I — I I

P^ŒCALITY » 84%
I II I I I ■ I I
BUILD » 90%
I I I I I I IMZ I

VALUE 86%
I I I I I f-Æ

Gorgeous Chinese-made 
standmount features an 
unusual two-part enclosure 
and a ribbon tweeter. Bass 
extension, presence and 
treble could be better, but 
musically entertaining and 
communicative nonetheless.

Hl-HCHOICE 8 C0/n
OVERALL SCORE Ow ZU
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Exceeding expectations....

lsoTek are probably the best 
known producer of high quality 
power conditioners in the UK. Over 
the last 5 years the company has 
won close to 20 awards, the latest 
being international recognition.
With products starting at £15.00 
lsoTek continues to offer superb 
performance and value for money.

"Excellent build quality, protection circuits, a fujy-adaptive 
filtration circuit and stunning performance make the Sigmas a 
true bargain. "Hi-Fi News

"...as things stand the benefits are considerable and the value 
of this unit is not hard to confirm. " Hi-Fi Choice

Isc^ek
www.isoteksystems.com

Activ Distribution - Distributors of fine audio & life style products
For more information or to request a brochure please call: 01635 291357 or visit one of 
our many dealers throught the UK.
Analogue Seduction: Cambridgeshire 01733 341883
Audio Design: Horsham
Audio Destination Ltd: Devon

01403 252255
01884 243584

Audio Venue: Ealing
Audio Venue: Maidenhead 
Audio Excellence: Bristol 
Audio Excellence: Cardiff 
Audio Excellence: Swansea 
Cheshire Audio: Cheshire 
Cool Gales: Bath 
Cornflake Ltd: London 
Doug Brady Hi-Fi: Warrington 
Global Hi-Fi Centre: Newcastle 
Gloucester Hi-Fi: Gloucestershire 
High End Cable: Lincolnshire 
Hi-Fi Sound: Darlington
Home Media Ltd: Maidstone, Kent 
Horsham Hi-Fi: West Sussex 
James-Morrow: Edinburgh 
KJ West One: London

0208 567 8703 
01628 633995 
01179 264975 
02920 228565 
01792 474608 
01270 580734

0800 043 6710 
0207 631 0472
01925 828009 
0191 2303600 
01452 382222 
01775 761880 
01325 241888 
01622 676703 
01403 272931 
0131 2298777 
0207 486 8263

Lintone Audio Ltd: Gateshead 0191 4774167 Sevenoaks S & V: Chelsea 0207 352 9466
Loud & Clear: Edinburgh 0131 226 6500 Sevenoaks S & V: Guildford 01483 536666
Loud & Clear: Glasgow 0141 221 0221 Sevenoaks S & V: Hull 01483 587171
Marquee Home Ltd: Egham, Surrey 07004 567888 Sevenoaks S & V: Lincoln 01522 527397
MAX: Beibroughton, W. Midlands 01562 731100 Sevenoaks S & V: Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Musical Images: Beckenham 0208 663 3777 Sevenoaks S & V: Staines 01784 460777
Musical Images: London 0207 497 1346 Sevenoaks S & V: Swindon 01793 610992
Music Matters: Middlesex 0208 420 1925 Sevenoaks S & V: Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Music Matters: Solihull 0121 742 0254 Sevenoaks S & V: Witham 01376 501733
Music Matters: Stourbridge 01384 444184 Sevenoaks S & V: Yeovil 01935 700078
Moorgate Acoustics: Sheffield 0114 2756048 Shadow Audio: Glenrothes, Fife 01592 744779
Noteworthy Audio: Aylesbury 01296 422224 SMC: Shrewsbury 01743 232065
Phase 3: Southampton 023 8022 8434 Soundcraft: Ashford, Kent 01233 624441
Phase 3: Worthing 01903 245577 Sounds Expensive: Rugby 01788 540772
PJ Hi-Fi Ltd: Guildford 01483 504801 Stone Audio: Dorchester 01305 257555
Progressive Audio: Rainham 01634 389004 Swifts of Wilmslow: Wilmslow 01625 526213
Rayleigh Hi-Fi: Colchester 01206 577682 The Sound Gallery: High Wycombe 01494 531682
Rayleigh Hi-Fi: Rayleigh 01268 779762 Videotech: Huddersfield 01484 516670
Sevenoaks S & V: Bristol 0117 9238298 Worcester Hi-Fi: Worcestershire 01905 612929
Sevenoaks S & V: Bromley 0208 290 1988 Zouch Audio: Ashby-de-La-Zouch 01530 414128

http://www.isoteksystems.com


Loudspeakers .£1,300-.£2,300 [Ultimate Croup Test]

.£2,200 per pair W 0845 6019390 @ www.kudosaudio.com

KUDOS CARDEA C10
Kudos has been reborn by a former Neat Acoustics designer

K
udos has long been known for making 

some of the classier speaker stands 

around - the company's S 100 has long 

been a stalwart support underneath the 

standmounts in our speaker group tests, and 

the SSO is an outstanding performer at a lower 

price. The company was taken over by Neat 

Acoustics a few years back, but has become an 

independent entity again and is now headed 

by ex-Neat designer Derek Gilligan.

Making its debut at one of last Autumn's 

London hi-fi shows, the rejuvenated Kudos 

brand was demonstrating an all-new Cardea 

range of four loudspeakers and some very 

attractive modular equipment racks, in 

addition to the speaker stands.

The Cardea range comprises two 

standmounts (Cl, ClO) and two floorstanders 

(C2, C20) Between them, the four mix'n'match 

two main drivers, two tweeters and two 

enclosures. As such, this Cl0 standmount uses 

ingredients of the very finest quality in order to 

justify its substantial £2,200 per pair price.

Understated restraint is very much the 

watchword here. The UK-built, 12 litre 

reflex-ported enclosure is made from 18mm 

MDF, damped internally and handsomely 

finished in a selection of real wood veneers - 

ours came in walnut, while cherry, sycamore 

and rosenut are the other options. Both drivers 

are flush mounted into the front, while the 

optional grille uses hidden magnets instead of 

unsightly mounting lugs.

The drivers are sourced from Norwegian 

specialist SEAS, and the tweeter used here is 

its top model, the very costly Crescendo, a 

29mm fabric dome driven from a six magnet 

array and with a moulded alloy back chamber.

This tweeter accounts for much of the Cl O's 

£900 price premium over the Cl. The bass 

driver has a lBOmm frame and a 120mm 

doped paper cone. The Chord Company cables 

are used internally, and the hardwired first/ 

second-order crossover uses silver-wired Clarity 

Caps. Twin terminal pairs provide a useful 

bi-wire or bi-amp option, and are mounted on 

a solid recessed board, and come supplied with 

high-quality wire links.

SOUND QUALITY
The bass alignment didn't prove ideal for our 

listening room, as the port is tuned to 48Hz, 

which is very close to a major room mode. 

Best results were obtained with the speakers 

well clear of boundary walls, to avoid over­

emphasising the SOHz zone.

This is not a dramatically exciting speaker, 

but it is beautifully subtle, in the sort of 

understated and delicate way that reflects the 

way it is built and presented. There's certainly 

some lack of authority and warmth, and a little 

more 'punch' would also be welcome, but the 

midrange and top end is where the ClO 

promises much, and also where it also 

undoubtedly delivers.

One talks about the sound of tweeters, but 

the ideal tweeter is one that isn't actually 

audible, as a separate entity, that is. It needs to 

make its contribution by adding harmonic 

structure to musical instruments and notes 

that bring openness and realism to the sound. 

But it should also integrate perfectly, drawing 

as little attention to itself as possible.

That's very much the case with this tweeter. 

There's plenty of treble output here, but it 

remains remarkably clean and well integrated, 

delivering loads of subtle detail with 

impressive all round coherence, and making 

others sound crude by comparison. Midband 

colorations and 

boxiness are both 

well controlled, 

ensuring the 

excellent imaging 

that is characteristic 

of a high quality 

standmount.

The Kudos C 10 is 

undoubtedly a class 

act, hampered only 

by the high price 

and limited bass 

authority typical of a 

small, well-designed 

speaker. HFC

On our measurements the ClO fell 1-2dB below the 
specified 88dB sensitivity, though this is still a 
respectable enough figure in the context of a very 
easy-to-Orive impedance that never falls below 
8 ohms.

Apart from some lack of output in the upper bass 
(80-125Hz) the overall frequency balance under 
far-field in-room conditions held within creditable 
+/-3dB limits from 40Hz-14kHz. Although it's 
undoubtedly well balanced overall, it's not 
particularly smooth, showing peaks at 50Hz, 
270Hz, 700Hz and 4.SkHz. The crossover zone itself 
is impressively seamless, though the relative treble 
is rather stronger than usual.

The port here is tuned to 48Hz, and because of its 
proximity to one of our major room modes, 
free-space siting was essential under our conditions. 
Port blocking might be worth considering if the 
speakers are placed close to a wall.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Sensitivity» -20%
2) Bass extension » -20%
3) Ease of drive » -5%
4) Overall frequency balance » -10%
5) Response smoothness» 0%

SPECIFICATIONS _______
Measurement Ratted Actual

Sen5‘t‘v‘ty@ I m/2 83V 88dB 87dB

Impedance (nommal/mmimum) 8 ohms 8/8 ohms

Eslimated bass extension ( 6dB) 30Hz

VERDICT
SOUND 870/o
n I I I I iiin

PRACTCALLITY » 850/o
I I I I I in I

BUILD 880/o
I I I I I I i»n

VALUE » 780/o

This understated design 
from the reborn Kudos 
features one of the most 
expensive tweeters on the 
planet The resultant sound 
is lightweight, but has lovely 
mid-to-top coherence and 
delicious detailing.

HLFICHOIC[ 8 30/n
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The most accurate, transparent and natural

Performance
"One of hi-fi's true classics redefined: this is 
the best Quad electrostatic design ever, and a 
truly world-class speaker"
- What Hi-Fi

"I have to say that this is the finest speaker on 
the planet"
- Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News

Experience the electrostatic sound for 
yourself on the 23-25th February 2007

SOUND 
&VISION
THE BRISTOL SHOW

QUAD

New ESL Electrostatic Loudspeakers

A single 'point-source' driver, so incredibly linear and 
cohesive that nothing can prepare you for the revelation that 
will unfold. No colouration, no distortion, no artefacts - 
just brilliant, natural, breathtaking detail and realism.

To arrange an audition with your nearest stockist, 
call Quad directly on: 0845 4580011 (option 4).

WHÆTHIF1? 
SOUND AND VISION

QUAD
...the closest approach to the original sound

Quad Electroacoustics Ltd., IAG House, Sovereign Court, Huntingdon PE29 6XU,Tel 0845 4580011, www.quad-hifi.co.uk

http://www.quad-hifi.co.uk


Loudspeakers £1,300.£2,300 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

.£2,245 per pair a 01635 291357 €* www.leema-acoustics.com
LEEMAXONE
Leema's Xone might be the prettiest floorstander on the planet

P
ro-audio engineers Lee Taylor and Mallory Nicholls founded Leema Acoustics in 1998, with the metal-jacket Xen sub-miniature monitor. Several other models (and a new range of electronics) have appeared since then, the latest being this £2,245 per pair Xone. This shares similar looking drivers and the same footprint as the tiny Xen, with an extra cone driver to augment the bass. The Xone was reviewed in more detail in our December issue (HFC 288), but this group test will place it in a broader context.Our samples came finished in a beautifully figured, pale birds-eye maple (darker rosewood and ebony are options). The speakers are also compact, standing just 89cm tall and - thanks to the use of tiny lOOmm-frame main drivers - look slim and discreet from the front. The sharp-edged enclosure is very crisply styled, and the drivers are flush mounted, though the thick-framed grilles are better left in the carton.

The small enclosure footprint could potentially compromise stability, so a proper additional plinth is supplied, locating the spikes well outside the enclosure. Spike accommodation is impressively secure, though no lock-nuts were supplied.The magnetically screened drivers, loaded by a rear port, have large magnets, open unobstructive baskets, and 80mm doped paper cones, while the tweeter has a fabric dome diaphragm, quoted as 25mm diameter. The cabinet is damped internally with bitumastic panels, acoustic foam liners and natural wool. Wiring is Nordost Micro-Mono-Filament, and the bi-wired crossover has Clarity Cap capacitors. Soldering is fully RoHS compliant, and the twin terminal pairs are fitted conveniently low down at the back.
SOUND QUALITYThe Xones worked best when positioned well clear of walls, where they delivered a dry, cool bass alongside forward overall character. Detail is particularly clean and coherent, yet is also sufficiently strongly projected that poor qua I ity material, such as recordings with heavy compression, can sound overexposed.More warmth, weight and bottom end impetus would definitely be welcome, but the Xone has fine inherent agility and an impressively clean, crisp bass that's free from overhang. There's no chestiness with male speech, though some orchestral textures are slightly thickened, and cellos sound dry and slightly lacking in 'body'.Fine enclosure control delivers a wide dynamic range and keeps boxiness suppressed. The very modest drive unit area - two 80mm cones have a smaller combined area than a solitary 165mm driver - inevitably limits the amount of bass punch and drive this speaker is able to deliver, despite extra assistance from its reflex port. In truth, rather more muscle to supply some genuine visceral impact would be welcome, and although music has good coherence and timing, it could have more dynamic grip and tension.The balance is better suited to smallish rooms, and the dry character won't suit every taste, but this remains an engaging and musically literate little speaker. Imaging is top class, with fine precision and focus, and the Xone proved well capable of distinguishing the recording quality of any given disc. A degree of nasal coloration was evident on speech, but that doesn't prevent it sounding thoroughly entertaining when playing music. HFC

Sensitivity is a very respectable 88dB, especially 
since the impedance stays above 5 ohms 
throughout, though a rather obvious resonance 
'bump' is visible at 125Hz, which may be related to 
the columnar shape.

Finding the best position for the speakers in our 
room proved tricky. There was too much mid-bass 
output at our 'normal' free space sites (fronts 
around 11 m out from the wall), and we had to 
move the speakers a full 1.Sm out into the room to 
avoid a mid-bass peak.

The Xone's overall tonal balance is pretty well 
ordered, albeit dry and restrained through the bass 
and lower midband, but the smoothness from 
600Hz up to 3kHz that so characterized Leema's 
tiny little Xen is not repeated here. Rather the 
Xone's output peaks up about 2-3dB around 
900Hz-1.3kHz, and then shows an obvious notch at 
around LBkHz.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Sensitivity »-10%

2) Bass extension » -20%

3) Ease of drive » -5%

4) Overall frequency balance » +10%

5) Response smoothness» 0%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actaal

Sensitivity 1 m/2 83V 87SdB 88dB

Impedance (nomina 1 / m i n i mu m) &/ - ohms 7IS ohms

Estimated bass extension ( 6d8) 3 SHi 30Hz

VERDICT
SOUND » 85%

1 1 1 1 1 1 m
Pricey, pretty ultra-compact floorstander uses classy ingredients to deliver a clean and open sound with a dry, forward character. Imaging is superb, and the sound is very coherent, though speech has some coloration.

^PRACTICALITY » 8^
1 1 1 1 1 1 \

BUILD » 91%

1 1 1 1 1 Fir.

VALUE » 78%

UNII T7Œ1J HlflCHOICf 870/a
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KEY TO PRODUCTS STOCKED:

Productsed

tel : 01753 652 669 | email : info@ukd.co.uk | web : www.ukd.co.uk

UNISON

O = Opera 
D = Diapason 
F = Final

^A =Audio Analogue
G = GRAAF 
P = Pathos Acoustics
T = Triangle HD = HiDiamond

UR = Unison Research 
B = BCD Engineering 
K = Kemp Elecktronics

CENTRAL LONDON
KJ.West One (020 7486 0552) AA O, UR, P, G, B,T 
^^w.kjwestone.com
Audio Visual Lounge (0207 375 3691) UR, P
^^.theavlounge.com

LONDON (SOUTH WEST)
O'Brien Hi Fi (020 8946 I 528) AA, O, UR. FT, K HD
Cogent' Audio & Visual (020 7751 3000) AA. O, F
^^w.cogent.tv

THAMES VALLEY
Audio Venue (01628 633995) AA. O, UR. K
BERKSHIRE
The Audio Consultants (0118 981 9891) UR, G, P, F 
^ww.audioconsultants.co.uk

MEDWAY
Progressive Audio (01634 389 004) AA. O, UR. G, D, F. P, K
Audio Analogue Maestro Point Stockist

SURREY
Guildford Audio (01483 537577) UR. P, O
Lyngdorl Audio (0070-9100-100) F

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Noteworthy Audio (01296 422224) UR
w^w.notcworthyaudio.co.uk

AVON
VAudio (01179 686005) AA. O,T
Audience (01255 333310) O, RAA
BEDFORDSHIRE
Technosound Ltd (01582-663297) F, P, O
SUFFOLK
Audio Images (0 I 502 582853) T,P, K
^wwaudioimages-hifi.com

DEVON
Audio Destination (01884 243584) AA.F

SOMERSET
Alternative Audio (01984 624242) UR. O, D, P
Pinewood Music Company (01460-54322) UR. P
OXFORDSHIRE
^OxfordAudio Consultants (01865 790879) AA, O, UR. G, B, D,P, K.T
w^w.oxfordaudio.co.uk

LEICS/NORTHANTS
Divine Audio (01858 432999) AA, CT, UR. P, KE
^ww.divineaudio.co.uk

WEST MIDLANDS
Midland Audio Exchange (0 I 562 731 I 00) D,G, P
w^w.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE
SMC Sound & Vision (01743 232065) O, F.UR.P
w^w.smcsoundandvision.co.uk

N.WALES
Acton Gate Audio (01978 364500) AA. O, UR. F
CHESHIRE
Philip Dooley (01625 264666) AA. O, UR. G, K
w^w.doolcys-hifi.co.uk
Practical Hi Fi Plus Wanringtan (01925 632179) AA G,P,T, UR. F
w^w.practicalhifi.co.uk

MANCHESTER
Practical Hi-Fi (0161 839 8869) P, AA, UR
w^w.practicalhifi.co.uk

LANCS
Practical Hi Fi Preston (01722-883958) AA.UR
Practical Hi Fi Bolton (01204-395789) AA
w^w.practicalhifi.co.uk
Lyngdorl Audio (01282-867819) F

YORKSHIRE
The Hi Fi Studios (01302 781387) UR
Vickers Hi Fi (01904 629659) UR.AA. O, P
w^w.vickers-hifi.co.uk

CO.DURHAM
Hi-Fi Sound (01325 241888) AAT, O, UR

TYNE&WEAR
Global Hi Fi (0191 230 3600) UR, K, P
w^w.globalhificentre.com

SCOTLAND
Glasgow:TheAudio Salon (0141 333 9700) B,T,K,P,UR 
www.audiosalon.co.uk

N. IRELAND
Kronos Hi Fi (028-8775-3606) AA. O, UR. G, D,T, P
w^w.kronoshi-fi.co.uk

For a Lifetime of Musical Enjoyment
As one of the best known and respected valve amplifier 
manufacturers, Unison Research needs little introduction. Each of 
their products is handbuilt with great pride and passion by a small 
but dedicated team, and the marque is the object of critical acclaim 
throughout the world.The excellent new 120 watt Unico Secondo 
is the much-anticipated new hybrid integrated featuring a fully 
balanced circuit and a gripping and detailed sound and is sure to be 
as renowned as its award-winning predecessor. The Preludio is a 
great introduction to Unison’s pure valve designs and offers superb 
value for money with an open, detailed sound.

Excellence in Electrostatics
The electrostatic panels of the Final range are an 
amazing combination of art and science. By improving 
on the classic electrostatic technology, Final merge 
audiophile sound with ultramodern, elegant design.The 
new patented Inverter Technology products combine 
detailed sound with discrete styling and optimum 
practicality.

The Unorthodox Approach
Pathos Acoustics, based in Vicenza, Italy, are internationally 
renowned for their uniquely-designed high performance 
valve/solid state amplifiers. Now sees the launch of their 
first CD player, and it’s as stunning as everybody expected! 
Combing top quality styling and build with a detailed and 
liquid sound, the Endorphin is already making big waves in 
the industry.

Luxurious Italian Loudspeakers
For many years Opera have specialised in crafting beautiful 
loudspeakers at their factory in Italy’s Veneto region.The 
new Linea Classica series continues this proud tradition, 
from the small but luxurious Mezza to the top-of-the-range 
Qunita.With its authentic Italian flair Opera is the natural 
choice for any music lover’s system.

mailto:info@ukd.co.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk
w.kjwestone.com
theavlounge.com
ww.audioconsultants.co.uk
w.notcworthyaudio.co.uk
hifi.com
w.oxfordaudio.co.uk
ww.divineaudio.co.uk
change.co.uk
w.smcsoundandvision.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
w.practicalhifi.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
w.globalhificentre.com
http://www.audiosalon.co.uk
fi.co.uk


Loudspeakers £1,300^2,300 [ Ultimate Group Test]

£2,000 per pair a 01235 5lll66 (f www.roksan.co.uk

ROKSAN CASPIAN FR5
Roksan's elegantly tall FRS has some surprises up its sleeve

R
oksan has a track record of coming up 
with some unusually interesting designs 
in most product categories.

Loudspeakers like the Darius and Ojan have 
featured squat enclosures and complex 
mechanically decoupled tweeter arrangements, 
but curious shapes rarely enjoy significant 
commercial success, so the fact that this 
comparative newcomer looks altogether more 
conventional is maybe no surprise.

Priced from £2,000 per pair, the Caspian 
FR5 speaker is a tall, handsome floorstander 
with a high-gloss piano lacquer finish, either in 
black at the standard price, or in a subdued 
bird's-eye maple for an extra £250. It comes 
pre-fitted with an attractively shaped, gloss 
black plinth that provides a neat aesthetic 
touch, and also ensures fine physical stability.

The whole thing feels exceptionally solid, and 
this is reflected in a very substantial total 
weight of 35kg, largely down to hefty 25mm 
MDF construction, while three internal braces 
add stiffness. The long and rather pretentious 
chrome spikes have thumbwheel lock-nuts that

are tricky to tighten properly, though this is 
due to be changed.

The three flush-mounted drivers comprise a 
25mm soft fabric dome tweeter, plus two 
relatively small bass/mid drivers, each with 
90mm doped paper cones and l30mm 
pressed steel frames. The latter operate in 
parallel right up to the crossover point, so the 
operating configuration here is actually a 
straight two-way. All three drive units are 
magnetically shielded. The tweeter has a short 
horn flare and is surrounded by a thin foam 
gasket with serrated inner edge.

The capacious 28.5 litre enclosure is 
reflex-loaded by a similarly generous rear port, 
tuned to a low 30Hz. Twin terminal pairs allow 
bi-wiring or bi-amping, and the crossover uses 
low impedance, air-cored chokes and tight 
tolerance polyester capacitors.

SOUND QUALITY
Although the manual suggests that these 
speakers can be located close to a wall, under 
our conditions, the low bass tended to sound 
too strong and somewhat detached. It's always 
advisable to experiment, and in our room the 
FR5 seems much happier when kept well clear 
of boundary walls.

One can be forgiven for anticipating modest 
bass output from a speaker with two smallish 
drive units, so it came as quite a surprise to 
find that the Roksan delivers a generous and 
full scale sound, clearly indicating that the 
enclosure/port combination, tuned here to a 
relatively low 30Hz, is making a substantial 
contribution to the whole.

Alongside the big and substantial bottom 
end, comes a notably clean and open-sounding 
midband. There's no tendency for voices to 
sound 'shut in' here, yet the system can be also 
be driven hard and loud without any obvious 
aggression - a rare combination indeed.

Against these two very positive attributes 
must be set just a couple of minor weaknesses. 
First, there's some loss of energy in the zone 
between maximum port output and the point 
where the two drivers get properly going, so 
the mid-to-upper bass is lean, and this is 
responsible for a cool character, and some lack 
of punch and drive from bass guitar and 
percussion. Plus, the small driver area is 
probably responsible for relatively modest 
dynamic tension and grip.

The FR5 combines much of the weight and 
scale of a large loudspeaker with the sort of 
lively agility found in high-quality small 
speakers. A very clever design, certainly. HFC

LAB REPORT
Sensitivity is a very respectable 89dB, and this is in 
the context of a decent enough amplifier load that 
never falls below 4 ohms, and actually stays at 
6 ohms or higher over most of the band.

The FRS's tonal balance is not entirely neutral, 
but it gets close enough. Under in-room far-field 
conditions, output is a little strong below SSHz, and 
rather lean through the upper bass (55-l25Hz), so 
free space proved the best siting under our 
conditions. Should it be necessary or desirable to 
place the speakers close to a wall, it would be worth 
experimenting with port blocking.

The averaged responses are very well ordered 
thereafter, with a modest notch around l.4kHz, and 
a presence/lower treble (2-SkHz) that's a little 
stronger than average. Indeed, far-field in-room 
output held within tight +/-2dB limits over the 
whole range from 200Hz to 7kHz, which is very 
impressive indeed.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Sensitivity» 0%
2] Bass extension » +40%
3] Ease of drive » -20%
4] Overall frequency balance » +30%
51 Response smoothness» +30%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement .£(f Actual

Sensitivity@ I m/2.83V 87d8 89dB

Impedance (nommal/mimmum) 4/-ohms 6/4 ohms
Estimated bass extension ( -6dB) 1 32 Hz 22 Hz

VERDICT
SOUND» 89% 
i ri i i i i — i

PMCTCALm» 87%

BUILD >s 90%

i i i i i i i i rr

VALUE 87%
L1J-LL1J-_LEI ;

Sharp, lacquer-finished 
wood-veneered fioorstander 
is exceptionally open and 
lively without accompanying 
harshness and aggression. 
Build is solid, but the tonal 
balance could have more 
warmth and punch.

HI-FICHOICE QQO/n
OVERALL SCORE UQ ZU
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers £1,300^£2,300

CONCLUSIONS
With a diverse set of speaker designs, a mixed set of results was bound to happen

T
his relatively upmarket group 
of speakers might have been 
expected to 'do the job 
properly', without taking the easy 

way out. Regrettably, all four of the 
floorstanders came with 
inadequate floor spike provisions, 
which is disappointing; not only 
because it's a comparatively easy 
task, but also because it's a failing 
that these reviews have 
highlighted numerous times in the 
past. Both Focal and Leema 
neglected to supply any means of

locking their spikes once adjusted, 
while both Roksan and DALi rely 
on feeble thumbwheels that all too 
easily work loose.

Two models stood out to deserve 
Best Buy ratings. The Focal Chorus 
836V is a lot of speaker at very 
decent price. Its other main 
strength is a welcome helping of 
dynamic expression, though the 
sound isn't particularly smooth, and 
the presentation is a little quirky.

The Roksan Caspian FRS was 
given Best Buy status in a review

last May (HFC 279), and this group 
test context does nothing to 
change our original opinion, of an 
elegant floorstander with fine 
bandwidth and a lovely openness.

The beautiful JAS Audio Orsa 
looks fine value and is an 
entertaining performer, albeit with 
limited grunt. Though intriguing, 
it's maybe trying a little too hard 
to be different. DALl's Mentor 6 

looked to have plenty going for it. 
Despite a sweet treble, excessive 
low bass suggests it might be

better suited to very large rooms, 
and some midband unevenness 
adds audible coloration. The latter 
criticism also applies to the Leema 
Xone, which is otherwise a very 
pretty and agile, if lightweight and 
somewhat pricey prospect.

High price and modest bass 
weight also weighs against the 
Kudos Cardea ClO's value rating, 
but this newcomer's superior 
sweetness and coherence through 
the upper part of the audio range 
has strong audiophile appeal. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

CD PAYERS
MERIDIAN G06 £1,695
All round performance with superb 
build and a fine remote handset.

NAIM CD5x £1,450
One-box player with fine grip and 
coherence. Musically involving.

AMPLIFIERS
DENSEN BEAT 200/310 £2,300
Lively, energetic pre/power combo 
delivers fine musical scale, too.

UNISON RES. UNICO 200 £3,000
Integrated hybrid amp combines much 
of the best of both types of devices.

» Floor-coupling spikes should have 
tight lock-nuts, but don't over-tighten 
these or you'll strip the socket threads. 
» Finding the right place to put the 
loudspeakers acoustically is very 
important. Do take the time and trouble 
to experiment.

» Moving a speaker from a free space 
location until it's close to a wall will 
substantially boost the mid-bass.
» Expect speakers to improve steadily 
over the first 100 hours or so.
» Use decent speaker cable, if you 
want your system to perform at its best.

LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE
1. P & nS3 ® BEST BUY 1 » » f III4 , .

HIFI^magazine «F J 4F X® HIFI iUCE^^k J 
magazine Jf^

1 v ■ >
MAKE DALI Focal JAS Audio Kudos Leema Roksan

MODEL Mentor 15 Chorus 836V Orsa Cardea CIO Xone Caspian FR5

PRICE £2,200 £1,549 £1,395 £2,200 £2,245 £2,000

SOUND Illi 1 1 IM 1 1 LLUJJMfJ 1 1 I 1 1 IM i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 t ; I I 1 । ।

PRACTICALITY 1 1 1 ft 1 1 1 1 i W i 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 W 1 1 iiii ub i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 fl 1

BUILD Illi iîIIII 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 i f ।

VALUE i m n 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1—1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I

OVERALL lili ;in i ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i ’ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 If 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

CONCLUSION A beautiful and hefty Not the prettiest looking or Gorgeous if unusual Lovely mid-to-top coherence Compact, cute floorstander Be autifully presented and

floorstander with sweet most smooth sounding, but standmount lacks bass with very delicate detailing, has a dry and forward solidly built with a fine

treble, but heavy bass and fine value for money with weight, but is musically but a bit light in bass sound with good coherence open lively neutrality, but
has midband unevenness. expressive dynamics. adept in its laid-back way weight, and pricey, too. but some coloration. some lack of warmth.

KEY FEATURES

SIZE (WxHxD) 20x103x39cm 2Bxll5x38cm 24x42x34cm 20x35x27cm 14x89x21 cm 20xl00x25cm

DRIVER CONFIG 2+(2x0.S)way 3-way 2-way 2-way 2.Sway 2.way

MAIN DRIVER SIZE(S) 2x16Smm 3x165mm IxlSOmm 1x180mm 2x100mm 2x135mm

STAND/ FLOOR? Floor Floor Stand Stand Floor Floor

CABINET FINISH Real wood Laminates lacquered wood Real wood Real wood Lacquered wood

BI-WIRE? Yes No No Yes Yes Yes

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = KCELLENT • G = GEYD • A = AVEBAGE • P =POOR

SENSITIVITY 89dBG 92dBG 87dBA 87dBA 88dBA 89dBG

EST. BASS EXTENSION 22HzG 28HzA 45HzP 30HzA 30HzA 22HzG

IMPEDANCE (NOM/ MIN) 8/6 ohms G 5/3.5 ohms P 8/7 ohms G 8/8 ohms G 7/SohmsA 6/4 ohms A

FREQ. BALANCE +10%A +10%A -20% P -10%A -10%A +10%A

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS -20% P •20%P •20% P -10%A -W%A +10%A
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L to R: 1. Kuzma Stabi XL £10,000 2. KSL Kondo Neiro Line Stereo Valve Amplifier £23500 3. Living Voice IBX R2 (Burr Oak) £4400 
4. SME 10 / SME V £4115 5. Living Voice OBX RW (Santos) £7200 6. KSL Kondo Ongaku Integrated Amplifier £49,000 

7. Magnum Dynalab 106T Valve Tuner £3600 8. KSL Kondo Gakuoh 300B Mono Amplifiers £48,500 
9. Resolution Audio Opus 21 CD Player £2950 10. KSL Kondo V-z (Im) Interconnect £750

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk ^^w.definitiveaudio.co.uk

mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
w.definitiveaudio.co.uk


SUBSCRIBE TO-
CHOICE * 

FOB ONLY 3.74! 
PLUS! Get TWO fantastic free gifts!

Q
Sound Solutions I 

book by ' 
Russ Andrews 

worth£10!
Sound Solutions

The Definitive Guide 

to achieving a more musical Hi-Fi system

If you subscribe to Hl-FICHOICE by Direct Debit, you 
don't just get a hefty discount off the normal shop 
price - this month, you'll also receive two brilliant free 
gifts, courtesy of the fine people at Russ Andrews ।

The first gift is a copy of Russ' new book called Sound 
Solutions. Packed full of hi-fi tips and sonic theories 
from the man himself, it serves as both a practical 
guide to getting the most from your system, and

Rus: .ndrews

also as an interesting insight into the ideas 
that have made Russ a

-x renowned audio guru 
right around the world. 

The book retails at £10, 
but if you subscribe to 

f Hl-FICHOICE by Direct
Debit, you'll get it free I 
As if that's not enough, 

we'll also give you a 
twin-pack containing ReVeel 
and ReleeS: two special 
solutions designed to 
enhance the performance of 

CDs and DVDs. The ReVeel 
wipes are used to clean the 
playing surface of the disc and 

BgF remove Mould Release Agent 
(MRA) left on the surface of the 

' disc following manufacture.
ReleeS solution is then applied to the

Solutions for better music & movies

f ReVeel and ReleeS 
CD/DVD cleaner 

and enhancer worth £22.50!

label side, to reduce static and improve sound (and, in 
the case of DVDs, the picture quality, too). Sufficient 
quantities are supplied to treat 100 discs, with a retail 
value of £22.50, but for new Hl-FICHOICE Direct 
Debit subscribers, it's absolutely free - making a 
combined gift value of £32.501

A Direct Debit subscription to Hl-FICHOICE costs 
just £3.74 per month, which equates to £3.45 per 
issue if you subscribe for a year - a 50p discount off 
the shop price. Call us now to take advantage of this 
superb offer - gift stocks are strictly limited, so hurryl

Or der onl ine at ^^w.myfavouritemagazines.eo.uk/hfc/p027

w.myfavouritemagazines.eo.uk/hfc/p027
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> You'll never miss an issue
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Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction subject to the safeguards assured 
by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will 
be passed electronically to my bank or building society.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: You will receive 13 issues per yeai. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. (Gifts are subject to 
availability. We reserve the right to send you an alternative gift if this gift runs out. Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts.) This 
is a UK-only offer and the gift applies only to those paying via Direct Debit Your subscription will start with the next available 
issue. If at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in writing and we will refund you for all 
unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive relevant information about products or services from Future 
Publishing or any of its group companies by post O or telephone O Please tick here if you do NOT wish us to pass your details to 
carefully selected companies to enable them to contact you about their products or services by post O or telephone O 
Details of Direct Debit guarantee available on request

Telephone
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from H1fl CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group companies containing news, 
specials offers and product and service information, please include your email and mobile no. below

Bank/ Building Society 
account number

D I'd like a year's subscription (13 issues) to Hl.fl CHOICE for £44.96 - saving 11% 
D I'd like to pay £374 monthly by Direct Debit and receive my FREE GIFT

D I would like to pay by cheque - saving 11 %
(to be made payable to Future Publishing Ltd. Sterling cheques drawn on a UK account)

I would like to pay by Credit/ Debit card - saving 11 %

> Or complete the priority order form 
(right) and pop it the post

> Call 0870 837 4722 quoting 
offer code p027

> Save money compared to the 
shop price

> PLUS! Subscribe by Direct Debit 
this month and you'll also receive 
two free Russ Andrews gifts 
worth £32.50!

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:
HI-FI CHOICE subscriptions, 
Freepost RLSC-SXSE-SKKT.
Unit 4, Tower House, Sovereign Park, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire, 
LE16 9EF

> 13 issues a year delivered direct 
to your door

OFFER ENDS 12 FEBRUARY 2007
Direct Debit and free gift offer only available 

to UK subscribers

> Pay just £3.74 per month by 
Direct Debit

leema Cracking ► 
floorstanding speakers
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Originator's Identification 
Number

PERFECT 
SOON 0! 
Why Kreil's new CD/SACD 
plajer is the world’s best

> Ordering is easy and only takes 
a minute

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits
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HlflCHOICE ACC=S3DHJ£5 5HLIP

Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today Simply pick up the phone, order 
online, drop us an email or fill out the order form opposite and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simpler!

W
elcome to our new, expanded 
Choice Bits accessories shop. 
Every month, our highly-trained 

audio experts trawl the world of hi-fi for the 
freshest goodies and the finest accessories, 
all designed to help get the most out of your 
system and each one ready to be delivered 
straight to your door.

This issue, a long-standing classic of vinyl 
collecting, and one of our regular accessories, 
the Nagaoka Anti-Static record sleeves. 
Considered by hard-core LP collectors to be 
the very best way to keep records in pristine 
condition, this is archival-level disc storage.

For our full product selection, visit our 
dedicated website: www.choicebits.co.uk

y THIS S 
> ISSUE’S <
7 STAR BUY <

NAGAOKA ANTI-STATIC LP SLEEVES
Nagaoka are considered by many an 
audiophile enthusiast, to be the finest 
anti-static record inner sleeves in the world. 
Their distinct curved base fits perfectly into 
the card inner sleeves often supplied with 

today's vinyl albums. Better still, the sleeves 
offer a distinct advantage over the standard 
paper sleeves supplied by record companies.

Paper inner sleeves have a profound problem 
with records. They place an anti-static charge 
on the vinyl every time a record is taken out 
of the sleeve. This is why the paper sleeve 
sometimes sticks to the record. That static 
charge will pull dust particles onto the record 
surface. The Nagaoka sleeves prevent this.

The sleeves come in packs of 50 and offer 
exceptional value for money, as well as useful 
static-reducing performance.

ONLY f 14.95 FOR 50

Best Buy Accessories

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level
Use Clearaudio' s high-quality stainless steel 
bubble level to ensure your turntable is lined up.
Price: £22.95

Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups
Made from the revolutionary RDC compound, 
use the Cups to improve spike and cone sound.
Price: £19.95 (set of four)

Isotek Full System Enhancer Disc
Our top-selling burn-in and demagnetisation disc 
is a must-have for any CD or DVD-based system.

£14.95

L' Art du Son Record Cleaning Liquid
Alcohol-free record cleaning fluid. This 
biodegradable solution will clean 500 records.
Price: £27.95

Shure Stylus Force Gauge
This classic balance-style gauge is remarkably 
effective and accurate. An vinyl must-buy I

Price: £24.95

Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleanei
Transform your dusty LPs with this classic wet 
cleaning system.Highly recommended.
Price: £44.95

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record Sleeves
Quite simply, the best LP inner sleeves made.
The audiophile's choice. Sold in packs of 50.
Price: £14.95 (pack of 50)

LAST Stylus Cleaner
Discs sound better and are less likely to be 
damaged if your stylus is completely clean.
Price: £19.95

Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones
Used under CD players, RDC cones are the 
perfect balance of size, cost and performance.
P rice: £29.95 (set of four)
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ANALOGUE ACCESSORIESArt Vinyl LP display mount (single) £29.95 0Art Vinyl LP display mount (pack of three) £69.95 0Cardis 18Og Frequency Sweep LP £21.95 0Clearaudio Diamond Styles Brush £9.95 0Clearaudio Harmo-Nicer LP Mat £34.95 0Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £29.95 0Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £81.95 0
Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £22.95 □Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 0Clearaudio Quadro Record Clamp £1395 0Clearlight Audio (RDC) Record Puck £54.95 □KAB Strobe Disc & Light £19.95 □Katli Audio Stylus Pressure Gauge £14.95 □Loricraft Record Mat £49.95 □Michell Engineering Record Clamp £23.95 □Michell Universal Dust Cover £46.95 0Michell Techno Weight £61.95 □Milty Zerostat £39.50 0Mobile Fidelity GeoDisca £44.95 0Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £195 0Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5.95 0Project Bubble Level £14.95 0Project Record P^ck £39.95 0Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £1.50 0Ringmat Developments The Ringmat £49.95 0Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.95 0
Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.95 □'The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.95 □

I AUDIO BOOKSThe Complete Guide To High-End Audio £24.95 □How To Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable £1.50 □The LP is Back £9.95 :Home theatre For Everyone £19.95 0
DIGITAL ACCESSORIES iAllsop DVD Optimiser/Laser Lens Cleaner £19.95 0AudioPrism CD Stoplight £19.95 0AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £39.95 0Bedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll £69.95 0Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 ÜCompact Dynamics CD UpGrade £14.95 ÜDensen DeMagic CD £12.95 ÜDigital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc£ 19.95 Ü

Lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc £19.95 □ Clearlight Audio RDC 1 Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 0Marigo 3D CD/DVD Mat £59.95 □ Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 0Mobile Fidelity ULTRADISC CD-R ^Qty 5) £14.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 0Opus3 Showcase (SACD) £21.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) £44.95 0Richard Black's U.S.H.E.R. CD £14.95 0 Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £19.95 0
lsoTek System Enhancer DeMag & Burn-In CD £14.95 □ Clearlight Audio RDC Combi Base (Qty 41 £49.95 □Order both the above discs for only £21.00 □ Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £119.95 □Ringmat The Statmat Mkll £19.95 □ IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) £19.95 □Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) £17.95 □ Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54.95 0Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £24.95 □ Project T/Table Wall Mount £74.95 DWalker Audio ERS Paper (8" x5" ) £14.95 □ Project T/Table Platform £2^4.95 □Walker Audio ERS Paper Self Adhesive (8" x5'") £19.95 □ Spectral F^cul^o^s Support Systems (Qty 4) £14.95 0XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.95 □ Spectral Polipods Support Systems (Qty BI f 14.95 □

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS Stillpoi^ts Cones (Qty 3) £244.95 0Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £14.95 Ü MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERSAllsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £4.95 □ 24ct Gold Plated UK Plug £19.95 □Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 0 Hi-Fi Tuning Siiver/Gold 13A Fuse £19.95 □Allsop Radial CD Cleaner £10.95 □ I EC - Figure B Adaptor £9.95 :Clearaudio Stylus Tip Brush £9.95 □ 1 soTek Premium Mains Cable (I.SM) £54.95 0Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £13.95 0 1 soTek Elite Mains Cable (l.5M) £84.95 0DeoxlT Contact Cleaner (200ml) £13.95 □ 1 soTek Optimum Mains Cable (I.SM) £149.95 0Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £14.95 0 Nordost Shiva Mains Cable (2.0M) £220.00 0Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 0 Nordost Vishnu Mains Cable (2.0M) £450.00 0
Knosti Disco Antistat Record Cleaner £44.95 □ Nordost Brahma Reference Mains Cable (2.0M)£895.00 0
L'Art du Son Record Cleaner (5Litre) £21.95 □ Nordost Valhalla Reference Mains (able (2.0M)£l750.00 □LArt du Son CD/DVD Cleaner £39.95 0 lsoTek IsoPlug £29.95 □Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 0 lsoTek NeoPlug £49.95 :Last CD/DVD cleaner £19.95 □ lsoTek Gii Solus ^3^4.95 □Last Record Preservative £39.95 □ lsoTek Gii Multi-4-Way £17-4.95 □

Last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 □ 1 soTek Gii Multi-6-Way £199.95 0Last Stylist Stylus Treatment £29.95 D lsoTek Gii Multi-8-Way £2^4.95 0Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £2995 0 1 soTek Gii Gemini-6-Way (distribution strip) £260.00 □

Nagaoka Antis-ta-tic Record Sleeves (50) £14.95 0 1 soTek Gii Mini Sub/Vision £549.95 /£599.95 □Nordost Eco 3 Static Inhibitor Spray £24.95 0 lsoTek Sigmas £999.95 □Onzow Zerodust Stylus Tip Cleaner £34.95 0 lsoTek Gii Titan £1499.95 0Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 □ lsoTek Gii Nova £169995 □ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) £13.95 □ Kemp Electronics Power Strip 4-Way ^3^4.95 0Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.95 0 Kemp Electronics Power Strip 6-Way £375.95 0VPI HW16.5 Record Cleaning Machine £475.00 0 Kemp Electronics Power Strip 8-Way ^4^4.95 0Walker Audio Super Silver Treatment £59.95 0 Nordost THOR by lsoTek f 1599.95 □Walker Audio Ultra Vivid CD/DVD Enhancer £119.95 0 V.D.H. Polarity Tester £17.50 □

ISOLATION RACKS AND CONES WattGate 320 IEC Connector (Black) £18.95 0Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf£549.95 0 WattGate 3201 HC (l6Amp) £28.95 □

m 0870 240 7228 S www.choicebits.co.uk

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk

Tel:

Cheque/postal order enclosed for £ made payable to Choice Bits
Or please charge my Vsa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card numberDODD DODD DODD DODD DOD Signature  . Valid From ----------------------- Expires  Issue number (Switch) 
How to order: UK postage:Simply complete this orderform, fill in your detaiis andsend Postage is £2.00 for the first item and £100 thereafter.it to: PO. Box 5996, Newbury RG20 4XH All Prices include VAT at 17.5%
Alternatively: Give us a call on 0870 240 7228 European/ International sales:
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage
Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive.This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your orderwiil be fulfilled by hififorsale.
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Sssh.
Hundreds of amazing reductions across all the best personal audio, hi-fi and home cinema brands. For a limited time only. 
The little-known sale at Practical Hi-Fi is now on. If we were you, we'd try and keep it that way.

Practical Hi-Fi Obsessive about hi-fi.

www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk

65 Bridge Street 88 Bridge Street 43 Friargate 81 Whitegate Drive 33/35 Knowsley St 84 Penny St
Manchester Warrington Preston Blackpool Bolton Lancaster
M3 3BQ WA1 2RF PR1 2AT FY3 9DA BL1 2AS LA1 1XN
0161 839 8869 01925 632179 01772 883958 01253 300599 01204 395789 01524 39657

High End Cable
^^w. highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880 
Free P&P Worldwide on all interconnects www.avid h ifi .co. u k

Abbey Road Cables 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecosse 
Nordost 
Oehlbach 
Stereovox
Tanney 
van den Hui 
Wyrewizzard

lso Tek Power Conditioners

Cable Tower

Cleartight Audio Cones 
Oehlbach Accessories

Stax Headphones 
Echo Busters 
Ayre CD - lsoTek CD 
Creek Phone Stages 
Lyra MC Cartridges 
Ortofon MC Cartridges 
Sumiko MC Cartridges

Second Hand 
XLR Cables 
DIN Cables 
Media Cables 
SCART Cables 
S Video Cables 
Jumper Cables 
HDMI Cables 
DVI Cables 
Digital Cables 
Sub Woofer Cables

CHORD
COMPANY

ECLISSE

í s

Cable Tower

X Sound ConncrtMn

N&RDOST

townsh£no Audio

ABBEY ROAD CABLE

Cable Burn In

Reference Cables include FREE Bum In

http://www.practicalhi-fi.co.uk
highendcable.co.uk
http://www.avid


Audi Destination

we ill need air to breathe... why should your music be any different? info@audiodestination.co.uk 
www.audiodestination.co.uk

Open Monday - Saturday 
9am - 5pm

Ayre Acoustics
AX-7e, CX-7e, C-5xe, K-5xe, P-5xe and V-5xe on permanent demonstration

Stockists of: 
Analysis Plus 
Audia 
Audio Physic 
Avid

Bel Canto 
Cairn 
Chord 
Creek 
Graaf 
Grand Prix Audio 
Focal JMIab 
IsoTek
Leema Acoustics 
Lexicon
Lyra 
McIntosh 
Monitor Audio 
Moon 
Nordost 
Pathos 
Primare 
Project 
Roksan 
Stax
Tannoy Prestige 
Teac Esoteric 
Thiel 
Totem Acoustics 
Unison Research 
VDH
VPI Turntables 
and many more.

Audio Destination
Suite 7a Market Walk 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 6BL

new brands in store... all very special!
Abbey Road Cables
In association wwith EMI Abbey Road Swdios 
Moving Air Lmited has produced ground­
breaking results in cable technology.
Workng well ^^ve the audio sf^^^m was 
the key to achieving a fast and relaxed, nawral 
sound.Auditioning these cables is an absolute 
must !! They are exceptional.

ReimyoDAC
A high-purity digital-to-analog converter unparalleled in 
its class. Eliminates virtually all digital/analog interference 
and reduces noise to an unprecedented level. Special 
internal wiring permits ultra high-speed transmission at 
nearly zero distortion. Employs JapanVictor's 20bitK2 
processing.Also includes AES, BNC, optical and coaxial 
digital inputs, and balanced and unbalanced outputs.

Moon
In a nutshell, Simaudio believes in evolution, 
not revolution. Each products have a delicately 
balanced combination of timeless appearance, 
battleship-build quality and jaw-dropping sonic 
performance.There is no miracle science to this 
- Simaudio's engineering team is not made up of 
magicians. It is the result of the passion for music 
& film coupled with very advanced R&D facilities, 
masterminded by raw engineering brain power that 
relentlessly pursues musical perfection.

Velodyne
Velodyne has achieved digital perfection with the Digital Drive Series 
subwoofers. The series consists of 4 digital subwoofers the DD-10 (I0 driver, 
8 piston diameter), the DD-12 (12 driver. 9.7 piston diameter), the DD-15 
(I 5 driver, 127 piston diameter), and the DD-18 (massive 18 driver, I 5.2 
piston diameter). The Digital Drive Series featuresVelodynes revolutionary 
Digital Drive room management technology that takes subwoofer room 
equalization to a new level.This latest Velodyne innovation allows the 
subwoofers frequency response in any room to be measured and digitally 
corrected in real-time using a supplled microphone, and stored in the units 
memory to assure ideal performance in the consumers listening area.

tel. 0 I 580 878 I 0 I www.hifiguy.co.uk

mailto:info@audiodestination.co.uk
http://www.audiodestination.co.uk
http://www.hifiguy.co.uk


the same 
technology; wave guiding which avoids 
the limitations of internal volume and 
external chamber (room acoustics).

The secret is Zingali's patented 
Omniray Horn.The result is a lifelike 
presence and energy. Inner detail is 
reproduced.

Closer to the Client Name 
than to any loudspeaker you 
have ever heard...
Zingali Loudspeakers has been my 
passion.A crusade since I first heard 
a pair of Overture Twos almost 
nine years ago.Today the brand's 
signature model finally has arrived. 
It is a loudspeaker as beautiful as it 
is unconventional. It only bears the 
name of its creator and its owner. 
It is the first loudspeaker model to 
have no name, perhaps reflecting its 
neutrality.

It is the result of 20 years 
development to achieve the perfect 
loudspeaker; a transducer which adds 
no colouration and thickness, and 
subtracts no dynamics or harmonics. 
Coming from the land of Gucci 
and Ferrari, you need not ask if it 
is musical. It glues you to your seat; 
wherever you are in the room as 
there is no stereo sweet spot.

Happily, at 
I 24cms 
height it is 
neither the 
size nor the 
shape of a 
wardrobe.At 
£15,995 per 
pair it offers 
very good 
value against 

much more expensive and inferior 
flagship rivals.

The entire range, however, may be 
neglected for similar reasons of 
compact size and prices. Don't allow 
your expectations to limit your hopes. 
At £I,995 you may not believe it is 

an upgrade 
from £5,000 
loudspeakers, 
but the 
Overture 
Ones have 
also been 
refined over 
the years and 
employ exactly

Avoiding the need for a conventional 
crossover, the efficiency and load 
suit 8 - 400 watt amplifiers without 
compression. In all rooms, small or 
large.

Limited Introductory Offer
Anticipating a price increase in 
January 31,2007, we have four pairs 
Overture Ones to sell at £1790 
while stocks last.That's two speakers, 
two pedestals, including VAT and UK 
shipping. Home approval throughout 
the UK by arrangement as our prices 
are direct from the factory.

To hear what you've been missing, 
take advantage of this limited 
introductory offer.

Jack Lawson
Specialist Hi-Fi Consultant 
Audio Salon

Audio Salon, 4 Park Circus, Glasgow, G3 6AX, Scotland 
t : 0845 4000 400 e : info@audiosalon.co.uk
w : www.audiosalon.co.uk w : www.zingali.it

mailto:info@audiosalon.co.uk
http://www.audiosalon.co.uk
http://www.zingali.it
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Award winning musical 
Lifetime warranty / 
Sexy design 1

sound

WWW

I he Oensen B-15Cl Integrated Amg

The new reference Integrated amplifier from Densen Is perhaps the most advanced inte­
grated amp on the market. It is filled with advanced solutions. which all share the goal of 
giving you even more musicality and flexibility. The B-150 is basically a scalled down version 
of the B-250 and B-350 (Densen's reference pre/power combo) in one box with all the high 
end ingredients such as relay driven volume control. zero feedback technology. custom­
made components and much more.

However. there is much more to a perfect product than just superior sound quality. It is our 
intention to make complete products. Not just products that are sonically superior. but 
complete like a perfect circle. As you learn about Densen. you'll discover that we go the 
extra mile in every aspect: design. user-friendliness. quality. warranty. upgradeability. pro­
duction methods and of course sound quality. But you really won't have a clue about it all 
until you get to hear and see what we're talking about in real life. Then you will know what 
we mean when we say Air-Guitar factor (say what? check our website). There is one Air­
Guitar / Air-Baton included with every Densen product.

Discover why we say:
LIFE IS TOO SHORT FOR BORING HI-FI

Best Integrated Amp 
Portugal 2006

Authorised dealers:
Acoustic Arts, Bedfordshire. Tel. 01923 245250 - Adventures In Hi-FI Ltd,, Chester. Tel. 01942 234202 - The Audio Room. Hedon . Ie 01482 891375 - Adams & Jarrett. Eost Sussex. Tel. 
01424 437165 - DMne Audio, Leicestershire. Tel, 01858 432999- Glasgow Audio. Glasgow. Tel. 01413 324707 - Hi-FI Studios. Doncaster. Tel. 01302 725550 - Holburn Hi-Fi. Aberdeen. Tel. 
01224 585713 - New Audio Frontiers, Loughborough. Tel. 01509 264002 - Phonography, Ringwood, Tel. 01425 461230 - Practical HI-FI. Lancaster. Tel. 01524 39657 - Practical HI-FI. 
Manchester. Tel. 01618 398869 - Practical HI-FI. Preston. Tel. 01772 883958 - Practical HI-FI. Warrington. Tel. 01925 632179 - R.J.F. Cornwall, Tel. 01209 710777 - Sound Seduction. 
Sevenoaks, Tel. 01732 456573 - VldeoTech, Huddersfield, Tel. 01484 516670

Densen Audio Technologies - Phone: (+45) 75 18 12 14 - E-mail: mail@densen.dk
www.densen .corn

mailto:mail@densen.dk
http://www.densen
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© Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Bible - the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hi-fi and multichannel

HIFICHOICE
BUYER’S

Wï";

gear you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for and how to get the most from your components.

Reviews you can trust
Our test results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewers and use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained within these pages, from CD 
and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. 
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround 
and vision, these components will take you a step 
closer to reality.

88
90
92
95
97

98
100

106
110

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to 
make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick 
the ones that best suit yourtaste and budget, then 
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist 
outlets where you can audition these components 
with yourfavourite discs.

113
115
117
119

Products that score more than 80 per cent overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.

122
128

SOURCE COMPONENTS^ 
CD PLAYERS 
DVD PLAYERS 
VINYL 
RADIO TUNERS 
DIGITAL RECORDERS

S’*,* '

AMPLIFIERS 
STEREO AMPS 
MULTICHANNEL AV AMPS

LOUDSPEAKERS 
STEREO SPEAKERS 
MULTICHANNEL SPEAKER PACKAGES

ANCILLARIES 
HEADPHONES 
CABLES
STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
GLOSSARY

DEALER CLASSIFIED
DEALER GUIDE
DEALER DIRECTORY
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GO

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

/C~'\ Despite the emergence of 
( new formats and the

___y resurgence of an old one 
(vinyl), CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

It's also the most enduring 
format on the market. Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a 
stream of 1 sand Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

S
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced 
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has

^^ the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six
^^ channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are

usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 
able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 
even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section.

TOP BUYS

▻ .« .. HI-FICHOICE
£ magazine /

Q&A
WHAT'S A DIC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.
CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.
DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.
WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?

Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 
frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 
44.1 kHz to 192kHz.
CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.
CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

9 ° o O O

Rega Apollo £498
Rega's latest entry-level player is a splendidly musical performer, given its modest 
price. Bass is good, midrange is great and high frequencies are truly exceptional.

Cambridge Audio Azur 840C £7 50
Sitting at the top of Cambridge Audio's Azur range, the 840Cis a technically innovative 
player with a sound that belies its sub-£1,000 price - open, subtle and refined.

88 Hhfl CHOICE I february 2007
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SPECIFICATIONS
Our favourite □ BEST BUY [Êc] EDITOR’S CHOICE
CD PLAYERS § A 0 S

§

HEADPHC 
BALAM AT g gAudio-only CD and SACD players 0 0AT

§

D
IG O

U
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8 
AT 8 m ii g

í
BADGE? PRODUCT E COMMENTS

OT
S § 5 g 8 a AT

1 UP TO £1.000

0 Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 250 If you value the effortless flow of musical information, you should certainly hear this player • • • i • 285
□ Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Highly involving and rewarding music player at a sensible price • • • 286
AT Cok Evo 495 A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value • • • 285

□ Cyrus CD8x 1,000 Impressive mix of detail, musicality, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX-R power suppy (£400) • • 270
□ Denon DCD-700AE 250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay • • • • 284
0 Marantz SA7001 430 Easy, relaxed sound arguably lacks true grit, but is extremely listenable from CD and SAGO • • • » 281
0_ Musical Fidelity X-RAY v8 1,098 Accurate, yet musical performer. £799, but requires £299 TRIPLE-X power supply outside of X-T100 system • • • 288

O Nairn CD5i 825 As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5i is the definitive player at the price • 259
0 Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it’s a highly praiseworthy performer

__
• 285

o Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SAGO performance • • • • 1 • • , 276
0 Vincent CD-S6 Mkll 999 With its tube output stage, a beguiling midrange, sweet highs and attractively figured lows plus fine dynamics • • • 287

. _ Arcam FMJ CD36 1,200 Fine detail, extension, dynamics and neutrality: ‘bland’ or ‘honest’ according to listener taste' 280
mn £i,ooo

(il Audio Research Ref CD? 8,000 Top of the CD playing tree, with a sound as open and musically accomplished as you'll ever find from the format

Z Ayre CX-7e
O Classe CDP-102
AT Classe CDP-202

2,195 If you want a clean-sounding, revealing and entertaining player with fabulous build this is a strong contender
3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced
4,750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, if sophistication is your bag Includes S-video and composite outputs

’ Copland CDA823
O Cyrus CD Xt/DAC X
(il Esoteric X-03SE
(il Gamut CD3

1,750
1,900
4,995

Don’t let the laid-back character fool you - this player has plenty of insight too
Greater resolve than the single box competition, and DAG X has six digital inputs for whole system conversion
Resolution and musicality close to the top of the game. For out and out transparency and build quality it’s hard to beat

3,500 Supenb resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you into the music
Krell Evolution 505 SACD 8,777 Brilliant replacement for SAGO Standard, supenb musical discrimination. No high-res digital output

O UnnMajik 1,950 Compact and capable of most CD formats, it’s musically communicative with fine pace and enthusiasm
O Mcintosh MCD201 3,400 Supenb CD performance and even better with SAGO which has its own output level control.
□ Meridian G06 1,695 Great combination of all-round attainment with supenb looks and build quality, plus superb remote control
AT Meridian 808i Signature 8,250 Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite delightful

NAO M5
Nairn CD5x

E Nairn CDX2
’ Rega Saturn

1,299 Beautifully made and very versatile CD/SACD player handles most formats with very superior dynamic range
1 .450 Uniqih! design nicely complements a sophisticated and highly capable performance

2,800 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply
1,300 Attractive simple player does the basics superbly, delivering performance with great poise, precision and range

(il Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 30 performance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source

O Sugden CD21SE
O T+A CD1230R
AT Wadia 302

1,395 Delivers its particularly musical touch brilliantly and warrants the attention of all tnue music lovers
1,500 Filter options make this a player for all tastes, aided by top quality engineering

279
281

286
284
280
279

285
289

289

283

284

281

263

285
280
238
286

244
271

280
3,999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits 253

uss-mi SAGO COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output lor digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output lor digital connection lo a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CO-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs.
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CO player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

0

» 3

Copland CDA823 £1,750

BEST BUY

■ AT

This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinavian CD player combines a realear for detail 
with full-scaledynamics and an effortless musical style. A genuine hi-fi star.

HIFI
magazine

Esoteric X-03SE £4,995
Esoteric's entry-level CD/SACD player delivers astonishing sonic detailand precision, 
coupled with a gorgeous sense of musical structure. Truly, it's brilliant.

HIFICHOICE
< magazine A
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DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

DVD has proved a phenomenal 
success in commercial terms and has 
virtually extinguished the market for

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 
multiformat player when it comes to 
features. Early DVD players were not 
particularly good CD spinners because of 
the enormous amount of RF interference 
produced by video circuits, but as this 
problem has been identified manufacturers 
have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most 
DVD players are competent CD players and 
a few are very good - often as not they are 
the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well.

The great advantage of DVD is that it 
offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 
length movie or music concert and discrete 
multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 
CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 
the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 
Digital or DTS format, both of which use 
'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto the 
disc alongside the video data. You can use

a DVD player with your stereo system by 
connecting the stereo outputs, though this 
won't give the surround sound benefits that 
the format specialises in.

Q&A
WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs 
for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 
and the coaxial digital output 
for DTS and Dolby Digital 
movie soundtracks.

DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 

can be played on any DVD player, but the 

CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only 

be appreciated with a DVD-A player.

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of onscreen display for 

information - lyrics, images and so on. To save

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands are bringing out universal players 

to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 

DVD-Video - a neat and relatively future proof 

route into high-resolution multichannel music. 

Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 

compatible digital audio links are now also 

appearing, enhancing DVD-A/SACD sound 

when used with similarly equipped amps.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is 
component video closely 
followed by RGB Scart, which 
is clearly superior to S-video 
and the basic composite 
video option.
DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music 
and movie soundtracks in 
multichannel surround. DVD 
players can be used with stereo 
amps and just two speakers to 
great effect, but you'll only get 
stereo, not surround sound.
DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 
SCAN VIDEO?
It's worthwhile for the very best 
picture quality, but make sure 
your DVD player and display 
device support PAL progressive.

CONNECTIONS_ _ _ _ _ _

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 
green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 
results, while the black multipin socket is S-Video, which sits 
qualitatively between the two.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 
stereo and multichannel connections, 
use these for best results with 
DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:
For Dolby Digital, 
DTS and PCM 
audio bitstreams.

SCART 

CONNECTIONS:
These are a 
good-quality 
option for video, 
especially ones 
that output RGB.

90 HI-FI CHOICE | february2007
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BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

GooC overall audio performance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SACD playback at time of writingArcam DiVA DV137 1,250 285

Cynus DVDS An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs1,200 238

Denon DVD-3930 Well engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powerful video image processing1,100 287

Denon DVD-A1XV 2,500 Sophisticated universal player with state of the art video processing, high class disc replay, especially SACD 266

Linn Unidisk SC Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-Ii2,995 259

D Marantz DV9600 With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SACD, this sets a very high standard to beat1,500 280

[il Meridian G98AH 3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too 265

[il Nairn DVD5 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio2,565 263

T+ASACD 1245 R Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited job, but it does it with fine fidelity 2792,000

[il Townshend TA 565 CD A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with gooC ol' stereo CD 2703,000

SUPRA@Cables

Philips DVP9000S £400
An attractive and well designed DVD player with a great picture and good CD/SACD sound.

HI FI HOICE 
\ magazine /

HI FI HOICE 
\ magazine A

HI Fl CHOICE 
< magazine /

BMiW DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.
ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player.

Meridian G98AH £3,625
A digital tour deforce- as exceptional with both audio and video as you'd expect.

Macy era 
00 00 00

Arcam DiVA DV137 £1,250
The first 'universal.' player from this top British brand is a cracker, sonically and visually.

o
o

Special 
UK Launch Prices

(as shipping quantities limited) 
Available from selected dealers

E. & O.E. y

Marantz DV7600 £600
A universal player that's strong with all formats, including music on CD/SACD/DVD-A.

lil 
o

In celebration of Supra's 30th 
Anniversary, the SworddSL has 
been developed, based on 
technolgies derived from the 
award winning Sword speaker 
cable. Sword-ISL is a high-end 
2-channel interconnect, fitted 
with phono or XLR plugs, in 
0.8m or 1.0m pairs. The first 
"run" will be supplied In a 
luxury Limited Edition 30th 
Anniversary Presentation case.

Demo sets are available from 
Authorised Dealers for home 
audition.

Our favourite □ bestbu* ® £0^0«

DVD PLAYERS

Supra MD06^BS/SP 
Mains Distribution Block 

only £129.99
(normally £149.99)

Supra AnCo TV cable 
only £24.99 (1 m) 

(normally S:29.99)

HIFI 
k magazine

INTRODUCING: The UK version of Supra's 
LoRad MD06-BS/SP 6-way Mains Distribution Block

Approved to 851363 standard.
MD06-BS!SP features 6 x 45 degree mounted 13 Amp UK mains 

sockets housed within an RF shielded alumimium extrusion. 
Tommy Jenvings' own 3-way Surge Protection system helps 

to prevent "nasties" getting into your hi-fi or AV system.
When used with LoRad shielded mains cables, this can help 

improve your system from RF interference.

SPECIFICATIONS

BEST BUYBEST BUY

BEST BUY

Homi

Supra Cables are available from all good

For UK customers who require more details or to 
request a brochure pack containing stockists & price 
information, please contact:
Supra brochure line: 01223 441 299°
Supra email: info@supracables.co.uk
Supra on the web: www.supracables.co.uk

Made in Sweden by 
Jenving Technology AB 
S-459 91 Ljungskile, Sweden 
email: supra@jenving.se 
web: wwww.jenving.se 
We are a licensed HDMI 
Adoptor manufacturer

HLFI CHOICEDVD PLAYERS BUYER'S BIBLE

hi-fi and home cinema stores in 38 countries 
around the world.

ABOVE £1.000

FÜpTÖ£1.000
□ Arcam DiVA DV78 700 Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound performance for the money • • 254

B Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable (if unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • • 276

B I Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation * \ • • • 274

B Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which performs well with audio and video • • •; • 275

□ Philips DVP9000S 400 Philips proves it hasn't lost its touch with mid market DVD players. Includes SACD and HDMI for quality video, and it's a star • • ' 274

Sony DVP-NS9100ES 1,000 Video playback is foremost, with the ilink delivering significantly better sound than the analogue counterparts • « 274

0 I Yamaha DVD-S2500 700 Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs * • V •; 280

mailto:info@supracables.co.uk
http://www.supracables.co.uk
mailto:supra@jenving.se
wwww.jenving.se
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or turntables 
offer the digital revolution 
serious competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 
modest model can turn musical 
tricks that most CD players struggle 
with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but 
in reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable than 
a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is 
increasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 
but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA). which is adjusted by raising or 
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.

Pro-Ject
RPM 5 £400
Pro-Ject's entry-level RPM deck is a 
good-looking, great-sounding package 
that delivers terrific value for money. A 
class act and no mistake.

The Funk Firm
Funk V £760
The more costly of two turntables from The 
Funk Firm, the Funk V builds on its 
sibling's virtues to deliver a sound of sheer 
class -dynamic, detailed and refined.

HIFICHOICE

Clearaudio
Champion fl,475
Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio 
deck, arm and cartridge combination 
turns in a beautifully well-balanced 
delivery, but choose your support viwi.y.

Avid
Volvere Sequel £3,500
Avid has been one of the most impressive 
exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.
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Record players
BADGE' PRODUCT E COMMENTS

D Avid Diva 1,100 A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine buiid, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 33/45 • 247

oc Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500 Heavyweight turntable that wiil deliver more of what’s in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 • • 229

° Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. isolation recommended 33/45 • 268

oc Clearaudio Ambient 4220 I nnovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 • • • 271

oc EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new ’no contact’ drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33/45/78 • • opt 276

The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won’t find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail 33/45 • opt 279

□ The Funk Firm Funk V 750 Vector dnve brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it’s a killer 33/45 • opt opt 284

□ Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 • • 266

D Michell Tecnodec 767 Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - full-bodied and highly detailed 33/45 • 268

° Michell Gyro SE 1,058 New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 33/45 • • 239

oc Michell Orbe SE 2,015 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any prce. Now features new DC motor 33/45 • 235

□ Nottingham Analogue Horizon 529 A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many atfributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 33/45 • 253

□ Pro-Ject Debut SE 200 The best Debut has a quality cartridge and easy upgrade arm cable, it delivers a scale, energy and resolve with ease 33/45 • • 276

□ Project RPM 5 400 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 • • 279

D Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,000 A gorgeous turntable th^t sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparentl Price includes carbon-fibre arm 33/45 • 268

D Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 • opt 257

D Rega P7/RB700 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 33/45 • opt 257

0 Rega P9/RB1OOO 2,498 Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1OOO tonearm 33/45 • • 228

0 Roksan Radius 5/Nima 850 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 • * 248

oc SME Model 1OA 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 • • • 195
0 SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 • • • 186
0 Townshend Rock Anniversary 4,900 If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc. Excalibur arm) 33/45 • • 259

* — —uur ravouriTe 0 BEST BUY 0 EDITOR'S CHOICE
SPECIFICATIONS 1

PHONO CARTRIDGES
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

D Cartridge Man MM Ill 625 The MM Ill challenges MCs at twice the price, it produces detail, space and energy and has stunning resolve in the right arm • 266

□ Denon DL-103R 200 Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock’n’roll cartridges around • 285

Grado Prestige Black 40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too • • 214

° Grado Prestige Gold 110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss • e 235

oc Lyra Helikon 1,095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality • 215

D Sumiko Blue Point Spee Eva Ill 239 High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound • 270

° van den Hui MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light • 235

oc van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for • 265

oc Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money • 253

PHONO STAGES
Phono stages
BADGE? PRODUCT

Cambridge Audio 640P
£

60
COMMENTS

Tested with the almost-as-good £40 540P, this remarkable phono stage brings refinement and bass weight to budget vnyl

Clearaudio Smart-Phono 250 Minute and very practical unit with slightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound

NAO PP2 phono stage 50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money

° 
oc

Tom Evans Microgroove

Tom Evans The Groove

Trrchord Dino/Dino+

400 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better1.

1 SCO Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility
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• • 277• • 2681 • • 245

• 234• 201

• • • • 234

□
□

□
SPEEDS Speeds offered In rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 

from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department. but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supphed with a starter cartridge and this is included In the price shown.
EEiEIEHEBSHn MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type.

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styll for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.
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Ask for details of this superb range:

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 
tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 • fax: +44 (0)1903 814269 

email: sales@sme.ltd.co.uk 
or visit our vlebsite www.sme.ltd.uk

PINEWOOD 
MUSIC

WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 8
Just another WATT-Puppy?

That’s what we wondered at first. After all, System 
7 was, is and always will be a truly fabulous 
transducer. What more could this latest incarnation 
offer, apart from an open invitation for the cynics to 

I take a swipe? The answer is that it presents a 
vitality, precision and timing that we have never 
before experienced from a loudspeaker. David 
Wilson dug deep and he discovered dynamite - 
musical dynamite. Experience it at Pinewood Music.

Pinewood Music Agencies: krell, audio research, jadis, 
sonus faber, martin logan, copland, wilson audio, 

I darTZeel, mimetism, koetsu, prima luna, unison 
I research, synergistic research, chord cable, transparent, 
I: yter, bed, futureglass, finite elemente

| The Pinewood Music Company

¡
Telephone: 01460 54322

Mobile: 07860 351113 
e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

mailto:sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
mailto:brianriv@mac.com
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RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

/O '- Radio is a fantastic musical resource 
( that's in danger of being taken for 
006_ 006 granted, but whatever yourtastes

there's someone out there catering for it. If
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 
to your hi-fi already, you're missing out I

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over 
to digital entirely, but hardware prices have 
yet to come down to a point where this 
would be acceptable. Its advantages over 
FM include hiss-free reception, the 
potential for a wider range of stations and 
the ability to display comprehensive 
programming information. FM's RDS 
system means that station name and 
occasionally track titles are displayed, but 
the range of information is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 
cost of hardware and the greater reception

area. It can also provide higher sound 
quality if reception conditions are 
favourable. Absolute sound quality 
judgements are muddied by the fact that 
you are listening to different forms of 
compression and processing at the studio 
for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 
it's variety of programming you're after, 
they have a lot to offer.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.co.uk/ digitalradio for details.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY 0 EDITOR'S CHOICE

TUNERS
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES
BADGE? PRODUCT
EENERSBBH

D Creek T50

COMMENTS

550

Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design at a tempting price.

Creek TSO £550
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 
with a substantial and detailed sound.

T+AT1210R £1,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

Magnum Dynalab
MD 90T £1,195
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

Cyrus FM-X

Denon TU-1500AE

500

130

DenonTU-1800DAB 250

[ilMagnum Dynalab MD90T 1,195

Marantz ST7001 300

NAO C422 180

Primare T21 600

Pure DRX-702ES 210

Rega Radio 3

Ratei RT-02 

D T+A T1210R

398

279 

1,000

Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics

A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply 

Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto 

There’s a little grain on FM, the generally decent performance on both bands makes this an great dual-band choice 

No remote or presets as standard. manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime

FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper!

Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity

A very fine tuner - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent

Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little

Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer

A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free

High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too

D
D

Arcam DiVA DT91 450

Cambridge Audio DAB500

Cambridge Azur 640T

Denon TU-1800DAB

150

200

250

Pure Digital DRX-702ES

Sony ST-SDB900

330

200

As good as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers good build and value

Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet

Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB performance, though FM is never better than decent

DAB reception is as good as any and FM pertormance clearly benefits from Denon's long experience

Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing

Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear

WAVEBANDS ROS I PRESETS I
1 

REMOTE CONTROL I
1 SIG. STRENGTH METER I ROT. TUNING KNOB I ISSUE NUMBER I

FM,M,L 128 © • • ■ 251

FM 7 • • • 283

FM,M,L 100 • © 281

DAB,FM,M 200 © e e 283

FM opt opt © © 257

200 • • • 1 283

FM.M 30 y • 250

FM 30 ■ • 230

DAB.FM.M 99 © • • © 283

FM.M 20 • 283

FM.M 30 e • • 242

FM 100 006 • 283

DAB.FM 16 • • © 269

DAB 10 • • • 248

DAB.FM 60 • • • 260

DAB,FM,M 200 • • © ! 274

DAB,FM,M 99 • • • © 242

DAB,FM,M 60 • • 1e 1 259

WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M- medium wave, L- long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names 
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial.
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
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Two-channel & Home Cinema
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'A' Audio Marketing 
AAPTech 
Acoustica
Activ Distribution 
Alternative Music 
Audio Synergy 
Audio Republic 
Audionote UK 
Audiocraft 
Audioworks 
Audio Reference 
Arcam
Auto Install
Chord Electronics 
Coherent Systems 
Custom Design

TV7-TVB January TVDD7
Show opening times: Sat I Oam - 5pm and Sun 10am - 4pm

DCS/Audioworks 
Diverse Vinyl 
Doug Brady 
Electrocompaniet 
Focal JM I Audio Synergy 
Hi Audio 
Hi-fi+
Hi-Fi World
Harman Kardon
Henley Designs 
Hidef
Joenit 
IAG 
Kudos 
Mcintosh 
Meridian Audio 
Metropolis Music

Midland Audio Exchange 
Monitor Audio 
Mowgan Audio
MySpace
Nairn
Nairn Records
Orpheus Audio
Pinsh
Practical Hifi Plus
Progressive Consumer Electronics 
Quadraspire Ltd 
Red Line Distribution 
Robson Acoustics 
Rothwell 
RT Services 
Ruark
Samsung Electronics (UK) Ltd 
Select Audio 
Sevenoaks
Showshop
Signature Audio Systems 
SIM2 UK Ltd
Smartlife
Sound Venture 
Stamford Audio 
Symmetry 
Tannoy
The Acoustic Partnership 
Transparent Distribution 
TV Stands UK Ltd
UKD
Vertex AQ Ltd 
World Designs

Over 65 Exhibitors•••
As of: 0II 12/2006

Over 200 Brands...
As of: 0I/1212006The Quality Home Entertainments Show 

Radisson SAS, Manchester Airport

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Show - like no other

Great Venue & Great Location

UK shows

Northern Sound & Vision (the Manchester Show) maintains 
an enviable record for the North of England which has 
historically hosted the biggest Hifi Shows in the country.

Another record for this, the best loved High End Home 
Entertainments show in the UK; virtually all major suites sold 
within three months of the previous show.

Now into it’s 8th year the show continues to grow both 
in footfall and exhibitor support, and is regarded as the 
friendliest and most effective of all UK shows.

Easy to get to
Central Manchester on the doorstep
Regular International and National flights
Undercover access from plane or train, just follow 
venue signs

° nnmiirnrn rmirr

T; 01829 740 650 | F: 0845 280 0065
E: roy@chestergroup.org | W: www.chestergroup.org
Organisers of The London Sound & Vision Show. All intellectual rights reserved.

Over 30,000 square feet of display area 
Direct access by plane, train or car 
Parking for over 500 cars
Award Winning Venue
Wonderful environment & facilities

mailto:roy@chestergroup.org
http://www.chestergroup.org
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DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS
CD, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders

MiniDisc
( roddrodrod MD's strength is versatility. You can 
%—rod record and then re-record many times

over. Editing facilities are second to none -
you can erase mistakes, name tracks and 
re-order a disc's contents with a few simple
button pushes, making it ideal for building 
compilations. They're pretty robust too.

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 
CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 
compression technology called ATRAC, 
which discards part of the data in order to 
squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 
from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a
little cold in comparison, lacking a degree 
of detail and ambience. But to most people 
i t still sounds light years ahead of cassette 
- clean and hiss-free.

Recordable CD
With recordable CD you have a choice of 
two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 
but you can only record once; and CD-RW 
discs are a little more costly, but you can 
re-record on them ad infinitum.

Though the latest machines incorporate 
some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 
not as flexible as MD. However, sound

quality is higher - if you're recording from a 
CD, the best models will give you a copy 
that is very close to the original. In terms of 
compatibility, most CD players will play 
back a CD-R disc, but older models might 
have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 
of course, play the disc back on your own 
recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW 
on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

Hard drive
The latest contender on the digital recording 
scene is also the most flexible. Some HDD 
(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole 
music collections if you use a compression 
format such as MP3. HDD recorders are 
taking over from multidisc CD changers as 
sound servers in multiroom installations, 
where their ability to play more than one 
piece of music at a time is a great boon. H DD 
also offers impressive editing facilities on a 
par with MD, and they can also record from 
CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed.

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 
force behind the format - flexibility and 
storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 
plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 
HDD recorder in fidelity terms.

Philips CDR802 £300
Multidisc recorder that's slick and capable, 
albeit with a slightly flaky build.

Yamaha
CDR-H D 1500 £599
Combining hard disk with CD-R adds 
flexibility to digital audio recording.

HI Fl

Cambridge Audio
Azur 640H £600
Rip and store CD tracks on hard disk, 
create playlists, connect to a PC and more.

Hifidelio Pro £850
160GB hard disk and CD-R/RW drive in a 
box - as music servers go, this is a cracker.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [k] EDITOR S CHOICE
SPECIFICATIONS

DIGITAL RECORDERS

1 ? - e
CD-R/RW, MD and HDD recorders - = i ! e

____________  CD _ 3 "O S
S co

BADGE? PRODUCT ;• COMMENTS ... .■ •.' ... '4
ESWRESER^H^^^^^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^H^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M

Denon CDR-1OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted When recording । t • I • I 218

D Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market \ • • 233

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 2 • ® 243

. . Philips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price % •1^1 233

)_. Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style______________________________________________ | h • | • I 205

D Pioneer PDR-609 270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay ' • I • 243
P'oneei PDR-W839 350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too I : : • | • 218

[KSB^^^^^^HHHHII^HHI^HHIHIIIIIIIHIIIIIIII^H^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H^H^^^^^^H
Pioneer MJ-D508 200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducingyer that receives its recommendation owing to the price : ' 1 • • 205

Sony MDS-JE480 130 Straighttorward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price . 1 • 233

Cambridge Audio Azur 640H 600 Not so much a HDD recorder, more a complete audio computer and newe centre in one useful box. Complex, but worth it 1 160 • • . 276
_ Hermstedt Hifidelio Pro 850 Can be used as a CD player, but also as a recorder, and can encode MP3, play MC and form the heart of a distributed audio system 1 160 • | • ' 280

D Yamaha CDR-HD1500 599 Great for archiving a music collection or making compilations without compromising on flexibility or sound quality 1 250 • | • 1 278

E2ECS1 DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play whiie the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only.
OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAG. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAG.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 
integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 
power amp combinations. Integrated

simply means that both pre and power 
sections are in one box. There are definite 
advantages to separating the low level, 
delicate signals in the preamp from the 
radiations of a power amp, so the more 
ambitious designs come in two or more 
cases. In some cases, each channel has its 
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 
on owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 
your music loud, use trannies; if you 
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 
of speakers which present a difficult load. As 
a rule, you can't have too much power.

Q&A

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to 
present the attack and decay of each note 
precisely; amps with strong timing have a 
snap and coherence that is very appealing.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or 
three-dimensional an instrument or voice 
sounds. The point of having two rather than 
one speaker is to make it possible to 
recreate the soundstage of the original 
recording, thus amps that have strong 
imaging skills can create a sonic space that 
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 
speakers do a remarkably good job of 
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

STE
tend to be better at reproducing music as 
they don't have the (electrical) noise­
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 
stereo models of a similar quality.

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
AllTHETIMEFOR BEST 
RESULTS?
All audio electronics perform 
better when they are warmed 
up, and this is particularly the 
case when it comes to 
amplifiers. If there's no way 
that you can leave it on all the 
time, make an effort to switch 
it on at least 20 minutes 
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Bi-wiring is when you run 
separate cables to the treble 
and bass/mid terminals on the 
speaker. In most instances, this 
improves sound quality so long 
as identical cables are used. 
Bi-amping is using two stereo 
amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to 
drive the treble and the other 
for the bass/mid sections of 
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO UTILE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered in absolute terms - at 
least when you compare them 
to their transistor-based 
cousins. But when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

HHICHOICE 
magazine
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Cambridge Audio
Azur840A £750
Like the matching 840( CD player, this is

HI-FI

Marantz
PM7001 £350
If you thought the PM7200 was a great 
budgetamp,just wait untilyou hearthis! 
Its sound is so detailed and involving, 
you'll think it costs twice the price. 

a technically innovative product with a 
sound so refined it belies its price point 
just check out - hat fantastic midrange!

Primare
I30 £1,500
Are you looking for an amp that combines 
weight and musical gravitas with rhythm, 
detail and subtlety, with gorgeous build 
quality to boot? In that case... here it is!

Copland
CTA405 £2,498
This amp's massively enjoyable musicality 
is hard to beat: all the effusiveness of a 
great valve amp and none of the 
stereoty dcsA softness. Brilliant!
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STEREO AMPS BUYER'S BIBLE

Our favourite □ bes™ e editor's chok

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated amplifiers
BADGE' PRODUCT ó COMMENTS

UPTOnOOQ

SPECIFICATIONS

Our favourite □ BESTBUY E EDITOR'S CHOICE

D Arcam DiVA A70 500 A smart and practical amp offering good snap and pace, with natural dynamics and good detail 6 MM 60 289

D Arcam DiVA A90 850 Well-featured amp with little character of its own - highly informative sound 6 opt 90 286

D Cambridge Audio 640A V2 300 Nasty-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 75 279

D Cambridge Audio 840A 750 Detailed and lively, with excellent midrange and treble detail 7 s 120 286

D Creek Eva 500 Not the most accurate, strictly, but its lively, energetic musical presentation is entirely lovable 5 opt 85 283

D Denon PMA-1500AE 500 Well set up to make the most of big-scale music, with copious power and drive, though slightly bright 5 • • 70 278

D Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM 50 284

D Marantz PM7001 350 Detailed and highly communicative amp with fine treble and good bass extension - exceptional value for money 5 70 279

D Marantz PM7001KI 550 A self-effacing amplifier which serves the music admirably with fine bass, sweet treble and unforced detail 5 MM 70 289

D Musical Fidelity X-T100 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X power supply, this deceptively powerful valve-sgijlng amplifier is both enticing and musical 3 70 288

D Nairn Nail 5i 699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 4 • 50 252

D Onkyo A-933 500 Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 s 80 278

D Primare 121 750 A confident and energetic amp, with just a touch of veiling at times. Great build quality 4 • 75 273

D Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,000 Improved version is as involving as ever but now with added focus and bass depth 5 • 85 278

D SugdenA21a 899 This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 5 25 224

1 ^rnwooo * • • ■ 4 - • w * W ♦ < * k: • *ol

□ Arcam FMJ A32 1,200 Ultra-civilised amp with plenty of features that's also highly revealing and musical 7 100 266

E Audia Flight TWO 2,500 Quirky, but musically highly effective model which is expressive and analytical, with some minor operational quirks 8 • 100 280

AyreAX-7e 1,995 High end sound at a sensible price. Lacks the balls of less revealing designs but has precision in the timing department that is rare 5 • 60 284

E Bryston B100-SST DAC 3,850 A remarkable amplifier which is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of an impressive onboard DAC 6 • 100 275

E Chapter Precis 3,995 Tight, nimble and dynamic across the board and unusually articulate in the bass, but the ergonomics could be refined 6 s 130 281

□ Copland CSA29 1,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 6 opt e 85 255

□ Copland CTA405 2,498 Avoids pratfalls of many valve amps, yet retains the euphony typical of the best of breed 6 MM 50 286

□ Creek Destiny 1,100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 100 286

E Densen Beat B150 3,000 Gorgeous bass: slight treble dryness detracts only a little. Good sense of scale and rock-steady rhythms appeal tool 6 opt opt 100 277

E Gamut DI 150 5,700 Serious contender for the best integrated amp ever. The DI 150 takes on pre/power combos on their own terms 6 180 275

E Krell KAV-400xi 2,698 The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 5 • 200 247

E Lyngdorf TOA 2200 3,875 Sophisticated modular all-digital amp with room EO, capable of adapting to the listening environment 4 • 200 289

E Mcintosh MA2275 5,400 A valve amplifier that doesn't patronise. It's not soft-centred and it understands dynamics 5 • 75 271

E Moon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 • 150 288

□ NAO M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 • 180 285

□ Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 100 267

E Sugden A21SE 1,995 Hot-running Class A amplifier that sounds more delicious than most. A definite step up from the classic A21a 4 • 40 268

□ Unison Reæarch Unico 200 3,000 Hybrid integrated with high power/quality low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 5 200 269

E Unison Research Perform. 5,500 Massive and bulky valve amp sounds brilliant, with good power for a single-ended design, wide bandwidth and fine neutrality 5 • 40 287

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
SPECIFICATIONS

Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

5 g

UPTO£2,OOO
D Arcam FMJ A32/P35

1

N
s

Cyrus DAC XP

Densen Beat B-250/B-350

D
D
D

Exposure 201 OS Integrated/Power

Nairn NAC 122x/NAP 150x

Quad 99/909

Ratel RC-06/RB-06

WK£2,000

DE Arcam FMJ C31

Border Patrol Control Unit

1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 

2.200 A knockout DAC/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz 

8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 

1,098 Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases the musical communication of an already fine integrated 

1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design

1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with a strong, engaging sound and just a little veiling

598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value

1,200 Professionally presented, beautifully built and exceptionally revealing, this preamp achieves much by doing little

2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around

7

2

6

6

6

5

5

5

opt

opt

100 227

266

125 270

75 264

50 287

136 256

70 285

277

EZ323 LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players. DVD players, tape decks, tuners. phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a canridge.
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with.
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.

5 opt 273
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
gPre/power amplifiers

BADGE? PRODUCT

-q Conrad-Johnson ACT2-qrem 350SA 20,000

Densen Beat B-200/831O

AV AMPLIFIERS
Surround sound amps for music and movies

Hl^FI MEETS SUBBOUND SOUND

The multichannel, surround sound or 
AV amplifier is a popular option, 
thanks to the success of the DVD

•

•

Bryston BP26 DA/2B SST

Chapter Preface/II+

Chord Prima/Meua 140

5,550

9,800

6,100

2,300 

4,156 

6,000 

3,430 

3,950

25,550 

12,745 

14,998 

6,000

11,875 

12,100 

2,400

Krell FPB 700cx

Linn Klimax Kontrol

-q Nairn NAP 500

-q Nairn NAC 552

Primare PRE30/A30.2

EAR 864/534

B r ECS EA-1

[§ Gamut03

[§ Gamut 0200 Mk3

[§ Halcro dm1 O/dm68

[§ Hovland HP-100/RAOIA

SPECIFICATIONS

-q
-q

-q
-q

COMMENTS

Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor.The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt 

Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price 

Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

Valve preamp and solid-state power deliver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around 

Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective pertormance and inspires great confidence

Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 

Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound 

A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price

Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 

Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers

Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art. sounds as dean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 

Wondertul neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition

Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience

Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical pertormer

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 
five channels or more of amplification for 
the price of two. Now that multichannel 
music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 
be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 
amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 
then check out a multichannel amp and 
speaker set-up - they're stunning with 
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily 
for movies and come with digital 
processing for the various soundtrack 
formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 
Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 
surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 
formats. More ambitious designs also offer 
THX post processing, designed to emulate 
the sound of the mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because 
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 
compressed, limiting their high-fidelity

potential. This is why new formats SACD 
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll 
on analogue formats. The best multichannel 
amps for music are often the simplest, but 
any that offer a complete bypass option with 
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 
looking at real power - five or seven 
channels of amplification are not easy to 
produce with a feeble power supply, and the 
cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 
up to the claims.

• ! 6 opt I © ¡100

300

« 120

• 350

8 opt 80

6 50

180

5 opt $ I

200

5 !» w ,225

9 opt 125

700

140

6
?T I®"' 128

Q&A

With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- 
quality multichannel music, surround 
sound is no longer just a home cinema 
thing. An increasing number of people 
want to build a multichannel system that 
will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 
products delivering sufficient quality is 
on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 
building a top-quality system with five or 
more channels is inevitably more 
expensive than sticking with stereo. There

278

249

269

264

276

254

253

265

247

243

250

234

238

208

233

256

HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers 
you want. Multichannel music 
discs come with six or 5.1 
channels, but for new movies, 
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups 
also mean you have speakers 
directly behind you - preferable 
for music discs.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP?
Processors don't have built-in 
amplification and you need 
separate power amps. AV amps 
and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
This is the LFE (low frequency 
effects) or bass channel that is 
reproduced by a subwoofer.

are some very decent integrated options 
below £1,000, though the best {and most 
costly) route is to buy a separate 
processor and power amp{s). Or you can 
add AV amplification to a stereo model 
you can't bear to part with.

6

5

* 5

4

s
5 §
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Yamaha
DSP-AX759SE £550
If you're looking for an affordable 
multichannel amp that's good with music 
as well as home cinema, this is top buy.

Arcam
DiVA AVR350 £1,500
Arcam's latest receiver offers a good 
helping of processing and connection 
options, with exceptionally musical sound.

AVC-A 11 XVA £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channel amp that packs in
the latest digital links and processing
e % mats without sacrificing sound quality.

Classe ^^^^^,^SSP-6OO/CA-52OO £11,900 
Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 
solution that's equally adept w’th music 
and mov’es should park their ears here.

Our favourite ,0 BESTBUY fro EDITOR’S CHOICE
SPECIFICATIONS

AV AMPLIFIERS cn 
i 

p IMultichannel amplifiers m LIN
E IN

P

8 fro s POWER

BADGE? PRODUCT r £ COMMENTS s § K 3 a

MUKI(W)NEL MntMTEBMn

Arcam DiVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie performance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited • 7 • 100 284

(W) OenonAVC-A11XV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1XV, but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital Vo 11 • 140 273

® Oenon AVC-A1XV 4,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously • • 170 266

(W) Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering • 10 • 140 267

Maran(W) SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry • 3 • 160 255

(W) Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo' Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

(W) Pioneer VSA-AXlOAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 • 150 260

0 Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy • 7 • 100 273

0 Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears • 7 • 100 260

s Sony TA-OA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Uink encrypted outputs « 10 • 200 253

□ Yamaha OSP-AX759SE 500 More a stereo amp with basic multichannel thrown in, but a great performer with music at this price • 6 • 100 287

MU(W) SONNJ'\/ PrvPsmira^iK md fora ms

0 Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 • 90 250

Arcam AVP7OO/P1OOO 3,000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power » 8 1 MJ, 135 275

(W) Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 ^ 180 235
(W) Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interfaces 11 £ 200 ""
(W) Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

(W) Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 e 230

Nairn AV^W175/NAPl50 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 • 50 238
(W) Parasound Halo Cl/A51 7,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 • 250 243

s Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 • 120 238

Ifrofrost« RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets lor source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel ol all channels driven by the amp
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Samsung
LE40F71BX 40" LCD TV
■ 1920 X 1080 Pixel Resolution
■ Blu-Ray DVD Ready
■ HD Ready

Qt4lX£1599SAVE £300

Samsung M73

Samsung
BD-P1000 BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER
Revolutionise your home viewing forever.
Samsung's BD-P1000 Blu-ray disc and DVD 
player is the perfect partner for your HD Ready 
TV. You can even upscale your existing DVDs 
for an enhanced picture and when partnered 
with a 1080p TV, such as Samsung's F7, you will 
enjoy full 1080p high definition images.

■ Video Upscaling 
■ Progressive Scan
■ HDMI Output

LE32M73BDX 32" LCD TV
■ HD Ready, 1366 X 768 Resolution
■ 100Hz
■ Freeview Tuner

£999 Now £899
SAVE £300

£899 Now £799 SAVE £200

WHAT HI Fl?
AWARDS 2006

BBC Radio 1
Pop Music

Denon TU-1800DAB TUNER
Hear DAB, FM and AM radio at its best.
With 200 presets, the award-winning TU-1800DAB 
impresses with its refined and full-bodied sound.

Fill your screen with bright, vivid, crisp and 
detailed images with this award-winning, 
720p resolution, DLP projector.

RADIOS
BEST HI-FI TUNER

DENON TU-1800DAB

£499 Now £179SAVE £70

£4249 Now £1199
SAVE £200

( MORE AMAZING OFFERS AVAILABLE IN-STORE

1 SEVENOa<S



WINTER SALE
FURTHER REDUCTIONS

ARCAM

YAMAHA & KEF PACKAGE

The experts in home entertainment

DVD-S1700 UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER
DSP-AX759SE UK TUNED AV AMPLIFIER
KHT2OO5.2 SPEAKERS
(SILVER FINISH ONLY)

Arcam
DV79 DVD PLAYER
AVR250 AV RECEIVER
■ Award-Winning DVD Player 
■ Excellent Audio Performance
■ Silver Finish Only

Monitor Audio
RS8 SPEAKERS
■ Wide-Bandwidth Floorstanders
■ Gold Dome C-CAM Tweeter
■ Finish Options Available

o^£1149
SAVE £398£699 SAVE £100

KEF
KHT2005.2 SPEAKER PACKAGE 
■ What Hi-Fi? Award-Winner 
■ Silver Finish Only 

£449 SAVE £150£1499 SAVE £525

REL
R205 SUBWOOFER

£499SAVE £150

£4099 Now £999 SAVE £349

Arcam SOLO MUSIC SYSTEM 

Monitor Audio RS1 SPEAKERS 
■ Award-Winning System ■ Highly Acclaimed Speakers with Finish Options A PERFECT MUSIC SYSTEM FOR
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■ Multiformat Player
■ Plays DVD-V DVD-A/CD/SACD
■ Upscales Standard DVDs For HD Displays

WHATHIFI?
AWARDS 2006

ö 6

SEE AND HEAR
. ISroHOME cinema HI-FI AND Howie v. 

at SEVENOa<S

Denon
DVD2930 UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER

Class-leading build quality and a 
unique blend of sophisticated 
Scandinavian design. Primare's 
range includes the award-winning 
CD31 CD player and 130 Amplifier.

Primare Fujitsu
P42XHA58 PLASMA TV
Superb picture performance from 
Fujitsu's latest Plasma screens.

■ HD Ready
■ Twin HDMI
■ Gloss Black Finish

Spendor
Spendor 'S’ Series 
speakers feature
■ Hand-made 'e' 
generation bass- 
midrange drive units 
reward with a uniquely 
clear and musical 
sound
■ Natural wood 
cabinets incorporating 
Dynamic Damping 
engineered to 
eliminate booming of 
bass sound.

B&W MT-30
Comprising five compact, stylish M-1 
satellite speakers and the 'pressure 
vessel' PV-1 subwoofer, the MT-30 is 
capable of amazing power and speed - 
perfect for both music and movies.

■ Uni-Q Technology
■ Finish Options
■ Floorstanding
■ What Hi-Fi?

Award-Winner

WHAT M FI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2006

KEF
iQ5 SPEAKERS

Marantz
Marantz's superb product 
range includes high-end hi-fi, 
HD-ready DVD players and 
AV receivers.
The hi-fi range includes the 
acclaimed CD5001OSE and 
PM4001 Amplifier.

3 SEVENOa<S



Custom Install
A Vision for Every Home

Bespoke Solutions
Create your dreams with the latest home entertainment technology. 
Whether it be home cinema, quality hi-fi or multi-room, Sevenoaks will 
transform your home and increase your viewing and listening pleasure.

The Sevenoaks Design and Custom Install service provides a solution 
that meets your exact needs and budget.

At Sevenoaks, we create bespoke home entertainment systems of the 
highest quality that complement your home and lifestyle.

With 49 stores and over 30 years of experience. Sevenoaks creates 
systems that will transform your life.

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

The experts in home entertainment

Who are Sevenoaks?
Established as Sevenoaks Hi-Fi in 1972, we have grown steadily into one 
of the leading independent home entertainment specialists in the UK 
We have 49 stores and are specialists in:- 
■ Hi-Fi 
■ Home Cinema 
■ Custom Design and Installation

NEW 2007 Sevenoaks Guide
Pick-up our new Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Guide at your nearest store. 
Alternatively, either can be ordered via our Website and posted to you 
(UK mainland addresses only) FREE OF CHARGE.

Your nearest SEVENO8<S store 
www.ssav.com 0800 587 9909

ABERDEEN 
57 CROWN STREET 

01224 252797
BEDFORD 
29-31 ST PETERS STREET 

01234 272779
BRIGHTON
57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE 

01273 733338
BRISTOL
92B WHITELAOIES ROAD, CLIFTON 

0117 974 3727
BROMLEY 
39A EAST STREET 

020 8290 1988
CAMBRIDGE 
17 BURLEIGH STREET 

01223 304770
CARDIFF 
104-106 ALBANY ROAD 

029 2047 2899
CHELSEA 
403 KINGS ROAD 

020 7352 9466
CHELTENHAM 
14 PinvILLE STREET 

01242 241171
CRAWLEY 
32 THE BOULEVARD 

01293 510777

CROYDON 
369-373 LONDON ROAD 

020 86651203
EALING OPEN SUNDAY 
24 THE GREEN 

020 8579 8777
EDINBURGH
S THE GRASSMARKET 

0131 229 7267
EPSOM OPEN SUNDAY 
12 UPPER HIGH STREET 

01372 720720
EXETER
28 COWICK STREET 

01392 218895
GLASGOW OPEN SUNDAY 
SB GREAT WESTERN ROAD 

0141 332 9655
GUILDFORD 
738 NORTH STREET 

01483 536666
HOLBORN
144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 

020 7837 7540
HULL
1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET 

01482 587171
KINGSTON OPEN SUNDAY 
43 FIFE ROAD 

020 8547 0717

LEEDS PETERBOROUGH open Sunday STAINES OPEN SUNDAY
62 NORTH STREET 36-38 PARK ROAD 4 THAMES STREET

0113 245 2775 01733 897697 01784 460777
LEICESTER PLYMOUTH SWINDON
10LOSEBYLANE 107 CORNWALL STREET 8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD

0116 253 6567 01752 226011 01793 610992
LINCOLN POOLE SWISS COTTAGE open Sunday
20-22 CORPORATION STREET (OFF HIGH ST) LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET 21 NORTHWAYS PARADE, FINCHLEY RD

01522 527397 01202 671677 020 7722 9777
LOUGHTON PRESTON OPEN SUNDAY TUNBRIDGE WELLS
7-9 GOLDINGS HILL 40-41 LUNE STREET 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD

020 8532 0770 01772 825777 01892 531543
MAIDSTONE open Sunday READING WATFORD
96 WEEK STREET 3-4 THE WALK. KINGS STREET 478 ST ALBANS ROAD

01622 686366 0118 959 7768 01923 213533
MANCHESTER open Sunday SEVENOAKS WEYBRIDGE
69 HIGH STREET, CITY CENTRE 109-113 LONDON ROAD 43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT

0161 831 7969 01732 459555 01932 828525
NEWCASTLE SHEFFIELD open Sunday WITHAM (ESSEX)
19 NEWGATE STREET 635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY 1 THE GROVE CENTRE

0191 221 2320 0114 255 5861 01376 501733
NORWICH SOLIHULL WOLVERHAMPTON
29-29A ST GILES STREET 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET

01603 767605 0121 733 3727 01902 312225
NOTTINGHAM open Sunday SOUTHAMPTON YEOVIL
597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD, SHERWOOD 33 LONDON ROAD 14 SILVER STREET

0115 911 2121 023 8033 7770 01935 700078
OXFORD SOUTHGATE FOR OPENING HOURS, PLEASE
41 ST CLEMENTS STREET 77 CHASE SIDE CALL YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT
01865 241773 020 8886 2777 OUR WEBSITE

PRICING 
POLICY

We always try to ensure our 
prices are highly competitive. 
In the event you can find the 
same products and excellent 

service at a lower price, 
please bring it to our store 

managers' attention.

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE 
OPTIONS*

Spread the cost of buying.
Flexible finance options* are 
available on the majority of 

products we stock.
'Written details on request Licensed credit 

brokers. Minimum balance F400 Subject to status.

PLEASE NOTE
Some products/brands are not 

available at all stores. Please call 
to confirm or visit our website 

before travelling. Special Offers 
and Sale Offers - Not in 

conjunction with any other offer.
ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 

08/02/2007, E&OE.

SEVENO3<S 4

http://www.ssav.com
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BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO SPEAKERS

STEREO SPEAKERS
Speaker pairs for stereo sound

zZ While loudspeakers are relatively
I straightforward in construction, they

___ y have one of the most difficult jobs in 
hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 
drive units in a box that usually has a port 
in it to make life easier for the cone in your 
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 
arrangement include panel speakers, which 
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 
horns, which use drive units in complex 
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 
placement and experimentation will yield 
the best results. Altering the angle at 
which the speakers face the listener can 
also make a difference to balance and 
stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel 
system. The most important element is a 
centre channel, which needs to match the 
stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 
best musical results, surrounds should be as 
per the front left and right channels, but if 
space or funds don't permit, smaller designs 
can be used quite effectively.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that 
will suit you, try to listen to a good variety 
to hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance 
tends to vary the most, but is less important 
than more subtle factors such as timing 
and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears 
not your eyes - great-looking speakers 
aren't necessarily great sounding.

Q&A

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience, where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.
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HIFISTEREO SPEAKERS BUYER'S BIBLE

1050 £330
This range-topping floorstanderfrom 
newcomer Q Acoustics produces an 
engaging sound with fine dynamics and 
impressive transparency.

Ikon 6 £899
Complete with a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capable floorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and thoroughly engrossing sound.

8055 £1,600
A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6 £3,500
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

SIZE WXHXO (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much pcwer the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the 
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

STEREO SPEAKERS g 8 § I -- pi — m —i fR mStereo speakers 2 'il s: m o ? r ^

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s so 
"' 0 5 il

UPT0£1.000

Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 845 Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 18,29.5,25.5 A- 45 283

Acoustic Energy Linear 1 250 Not at its best with classical but a well integrated, involving, timed aligned speaker nevertheless 19,36,26 A+ 50 277□ ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph, with a beautifully judged balance and impressive transparency 20,86,29 • I A 23 • 1 1 279

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever; adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 24.5,37,315 A 26 288□ AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 • 260□ B&WDM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 \ 1 • 226□ B&W DM602 S3 300 Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49,29 A 25 • 234c B&WCM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, aid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 • 1 279□ B&W 705 900 Deft, delicate and delightlul, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253

B&WCM7 999 Floorstander could have greater dynamic expression, smooth and restrained sound is well balanced with bungs in place 20,91,30 9 A- 25 288

Castle Richmond 3i 320 Pretty real-wood miniature sounds superbly smooth and even, if dynamically weak 17,33,23 A+ 45 : • 284□ Castle Richmond 7i 900 Does all the musically important stuff flawlessly. A fine communicator that delivers reassuringly credible bass 18,92.5,26 "•"I A+ 47 • i 286□ Castle Compact Column 550 Compact, not so much that you need a sub to back up the bass, an elegant and engaging speaker for its size 14.87.5,16 ® A- 50 t ® 1 280El DAU Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 O A 37 ; e i 271□ DALi Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 e A+ 22 @ 275□ Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 1 ® ' 215

Dynaudio Focus 11 O 850 Luxury real wood miniature with tapered enclosure sounds punchy, sweet and avoids boxiness 17,30,28 A- 38 • ; ■ 279

Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 "•J A- 28 e ■ 273□ Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 • , 241□ Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 . < 269□ Epos M12.2 449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 « 265

Epos M22 949 Very classy floorstander has a tricky bass and an edgy top, but a very smooth and even midband 20,88,25 • J A- 25 • 275□ Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,100,375 e A+ 20 S 1 288El JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 • A 25 • , 275□ KEF i03 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 C ! 1 284s KEF i09 800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33 A 25 • f 273

Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and scund, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 • A+ 28 • : ' 271□ Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which lake's up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 • 284□ Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic scund marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,21 • ' A 33 • • 276□ Mordaunt-Short Avant 906i 350 The generous, well balanced sound shows good enclosure control, could do with more grip and better spikes' 165,85,295 • A 40 £ 1 281□ Nairn n-SATS 695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excellent all round results 20,29,21 A 50 : • 268□ Nbien DX-5 250 Unusual shape miniature delivers generous scale, weight and dynamic expression for something so compact 17.5,34,24 A- 40 : • ! 284
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ENDS 25TH FEBMASSIVE SA VINGS AVAILABLE IN-STORE ANO ONLINE: ^^.SUKRR.CO.U^^U
HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA BARGAINS
Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Apple, 
Arcam, Archos, Audiolab, B&W, 
Beyerdynamic, Creative, Creek, 
Denon, Epos, Grado, Helios, 
Humax, iRiver, KEF, Linn, Marantz, 

Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Pure, 
O Acoustics, OED, Quad, Rotel, 
Samsung Sennheiser, Sony, Sound 
Organisation, Soundstyle, Tannoy, 

Topfield, Wharfedale, Yamaha 
and many more top brands. Not 
all products are available from all 
outlets: please call, orcheck online 
at www.superfi.co.uk

SPEAKERS
ACOUSTIC ENERGY
LASUS.l

HOME CINGLA f^PEESSU
LAD SUWER
AUDIOLAB 8SUAV

• Real wLA birch veneer
AND8LASU

AMPLIFIER
NADC32SBEE

• ""Astraight-outwinner 
from Acoustic EnerLA... 
very highly 
recommended""

I WAS: £1895.95 
SAVE: £900

£99595

it..., i... vu
*****

• Built for audiophile fidelity: superb 
power,dynamics and grace

• Bridgeable power amp outputs 
for even greater power

• 7xioowatts

DVD/NELAORK PSUYER

• Superiorconstruction 
and audiophile 
component upgrades

■ Remote control
■ Grey or silver

Best Bug

MINI HI-FI SYSTEM
DENON DF101
• Genuine hi-fi separates 

in stylish, metal-cased, 
mini-sized boxes

• CDpla]€f,RM/AM 
tuner and amplifier

HI-FI SPEAKERS
QUAD21L
• Real maple veneer
• Hand lacquered 

and beautifully 
built

STEREO SPEAKERS
ACOUSLAC
ENERGY WAS: £449.95

HEUOSX3LA
ISSUE US

DAB RADIO
PURELAOKE3 PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

WAS: £699.95
SAVE: £350

£349”

• Choice ofreal- 
wood finishes

LASU2 SAVE: £250

DVD PSUYER

• Multi-region DVD player
• Streams video and audio 

from network connected PC
• HDMI and component video 

outputs with HO playback 
eve upscaling up to io8op

sLA^iSU SERRnPE

WAS: £249.95
SAVE: £30

SPEAKERS
WHARFEDALA 
DISUOND9.1

DENON PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

DVD1930
TURNTABLE
PROJECT 
XPRESSION2

i "A superb budget option" B
i Choice of fourfinishes ,

N|R|
• Ortofon OMio 

cartridge fitted
• ConicaTcarbon- 

fibretone-arm
• Sorbothane damped 

isolation cone feet

MP3 PLAYER 
APPLE 
iPOD 
NANO

4CBMODEL

£129”

• HDMI output 
with HO upscaling

• Multi-format. 
multi-region 
playback

HIFI

•SUELA THE YEAR

AWARDSaooe

LA REASONS TO CHSUSE SUPERFI SUPERFI MEDIA CENTRES WE A^O HAVE BRANCHES IN

Real Hi-Fi
Quality turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate
Latest technology
Sophisticated HD recorders, 
multi-region DVD, MP3, DAB, 
Freeview PVRs - all available 
to demonstrate

Official UK models
Fully-guaranteed, genuine
UK products
0% credit available
Ask in-store for details and 
a quotation
Free parking
See www.superfi.eo.uk/ 
freeparking for details

Derby
22 Sadler Gate
01332 360303
London
2-4 Camden High St 
020 7388 1300
Manchester
54 Bridge St
0161 8351156

Birmingham
67 Smallbrook, Q'way 
0121 631 2675
Coventry
2 Corporation St
024 7622 3254

Lincoln
271a High Street 
01522 520265
Nottingham
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137

Stockport
68-70 Lower Hillgate 
0161 429 9080
Mail Order
0800 7311821^^.SUPERFl.CO.LABUY ONLINE NOW

http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.eo.uk/
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Rondo
Ribbon Tweeter 

ALTI MA Mid/Bass
Argentum 02WL 

Hi-Fi Digital Wireless Speakers

Signo MXS.1
5.1 Surround Speaker Package

HIFI

STEREO SPEAKERS ROYER S RIRLE
LOUDSPEAKERS

SPECIFICATIONS 1

STEREO SPEAKERS co«_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Stereo speakers

SIZEW
.H

.O (CM
)

S 
FLO

O
RSTA

N
D

ER

EASE OF DRIVE
BASS FROM (HZ)

FREE SPA
CE

CLOSE TO WALL
ISSUE NUMBERBADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

PMC DB1 + 625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 16,29,24 a 50 • 261

D PMC GB1 995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16,92,24 • a+ 30 257

□ PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 a 28 • 275

0 ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 • 267

E Q Acoustics 101O 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,19.5 a 48 • 286

□ Q Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 19.5,97.5,30 • a+ 28 • 284

□ Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 a 50 • 269

□ Rega R3 448 Discreet, pretty and fine value. A little lightweight but impressively open, it delivers music with great agility 20,76,28 • a 40 • 265

0 Revel Concerta F12 900 The money has gone into the active hardware, so cosmetics are plain. Perforrnance is on par with more costly designs 25,108,37 • a- 28 • 283

0 Ruark Sabre Ill 799 Straightforward engineering combined with high finish quality that delivers a beautifully timed and engaging sound 20,33.5,27 a- 50 • 289

0 Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20, 108, 34 • a 20 • 288

0 Triangle Titus ES 370 Not pretty but busy, coherent and involving, if a little thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 18,37,30 a- 40 • 269

□ Triangle Comete ES 500 Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 20,42,34 a 40 • 265

1 ABOVE £1.000 !

bo A2T Mezzo 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a li tle mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 a+ 40 • 281

Acoustic Energy AE1 Mklll 1,900 Luxury miniature has a laid back but bouncy sound, fine dynamic range and very superior imaging 18.5,31,25 a- 30 281

D ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 • a 28 • 275

E ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22.3,44,31.5 a- 54 * 285

E Audio Physic Spark 3 1,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has delightfully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 • a+ 27 • 271

0 AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 • a 50 • 280

B&W 704 1,400 Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 • a 20 • 257

zz B&W 8020 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 • a <20 267

0 B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 a 25 • 271

0 B&W 703 2,000 Bass is immensely powertul and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23,101,36 • a- 20 • 260

B&WXT4 1,800 Gorgeous, silver, super-slim floorstander has notably clean bass, but sounds a little too polite and lacks dynamic grip 15.2,114,20 • a- 25 • 281

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34,130,75 • a+ 80 • 244

Canton Vento Ref 5DC 3,499 Strikingly handsome speaker has a studiedly neutral balance with delightful midband analysis 25,112,35 • a 40 • 283

Chario Cygnus 1,200 Beautiful solid walnut sides. Port tuning suspect, but laid back sound has fine delicacy, imaging and refinement 20,96,27 • A- 28 • 275

■ Dali Helicon 400 2,999 Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with wide dynamic range and no boxiness 22,103,46 • a 20 • 264

□ Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 • a- <20 • 281

0 Eclipse TD51O 1,200 Replacement for the TD512 does astonishing things with musical timing. £600 floor stands also recommended 24,36,26 a 45 • 277

0 Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 37,121,53 a- 20 • 248

0 Focal-JMIab Diva Utopia Be 7,599 Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25,110,53 • a+ 30 • 255

rk Focal-JMLab Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 • a- 25 • 276

■ Focal-JMIab Micro Utopia Be 3,799 New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 a 50 • 245

Focal-JMIab Profile 908 1,300 Open and revealing especially of spatial and atmospheric detail, makes up for its bass restraint with joi de vivre 23,39,27.5 a 50 • 274

D Focal 826 V 1,250 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up. 28.2, 103.8,37.5 • a 45 • 287

@ Gamut L5 5,900 Impressive build and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a stunning speaker with rare transparency levels 20,116,43 • a^ 32 • 271

0 Jamo Reference R909 7,500 Top model On a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 48,127,bo • a- 25 • 280

0 Krell Resolution 2 6,497 Large but gooC looking, with Sonus Faber type elasticated front Musically a great full bandwidth all-rounder 122,29,61 • B 28 • 273

E MartinLogan Clarity 2,498 Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 26,135,31 • a- 46 • 245

oc.quadral.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS
SPECIFICATIONS

COo

Stereo speakers

ORSTANI 
: W,H,D C ç s 

o -c
ã i i

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS -c S i E E -c
D Meridian M3100 1,850 Attractive and capable active (125w) with great imaging and strong bass. High neutrality and good power handling 19,39,25 ACT 45 opt 280

D Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 A <20 281

@ Mordaunt-Short Perl 6 3,500 Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, hi-res ride 24,121,37 A- 35 264

Nairn Ariva 1,275 Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter 23,88,31 A 25 • 259

D Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 A 25 * 267

D Neat Motive 1 1,200 Beautifully neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative 16,92.5,20 A- 20 • 276

D PMCWafer2 1,650 Clever 'hang-on-wall' speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33.5,57.5,10 A+ 45 • 285

D PMC FBl + 1,695 Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 A 20 © 260

-c PMC IB2 6,150 Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 33,74,47 A- 25 • 237

-c ProAc Response 025 2,995 The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,107,25 A+ 20 254

D Rega R7 1,498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 A 25 271

□ Rega R9 2,498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 A 20 256

-c Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 A 30 265

-c Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 i. 274

D Roksan Caspian FR-5 1,995 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer 20,100,25 A <20 279

□ Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 A 22 259

D Senus Faber Ccncerto D. 1,799 The Concerto Domus performs significantly above its price level, especially with acoustic material 21,99,31 A 35 • 270

D Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2,149 Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 19,35,32 A 48 246
[k] Sonus Faber Grand Piano D. 2,498 The Grand Piano Domus has a fabulous physical appearance and delivers a clean, refined sound 21,106,31 A- 32 283

-c Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 • 240

D Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 277

D Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 A 22 277

@ Triangle Magellan Ccncerto 9,995 Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 28,149,34 A 35 262

D Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 270

Vivid Audio B1 7,750 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 A- 40 261

WEGG3 Stelar 1 4,995 A full-range sound from a small(ish) box is possible, but only if you are very careful about set up, room and amps 35,97,45 A- 28 275

Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 254

-c Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 A 20 252

AV SPEAKERS
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

Multichannel speaker systems have a 
front left/right {L/R) stereo pair, a 
centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1)

or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 
subwoofer-. For best results, each of these 
speakers bar the sub should be identical. 
The problem is that few surround systems 
are dedicated to music and perform a home 
cinematic role as well, meaning the centre 
speaker has to sit above or below a video 

monitor. Centre channels are usually wide 
and short for this reason.

This should not be a barrier to great 
surround for music and movies however, as 
many brands make centre channels with a 
very close sound to their L/R designs.

Music vs movies
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 
recordings tend to be mastered with 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 
position which is as far behind the listener 
as the front channels are in front. 5.1 rnovie 
soundtracks tend to place surround 
channels not so far behind and to the side 
of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 
will dictate a limited range of placement 
options, but if you are a dedicated music 
fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 
the booklet supplied with SACD discs.

SET-UP
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 
with as much care as you would stereo systems, 
but practical issues tend to have a significant 
bearing on surround and centre speaker 
placement Surround channels can be 
floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres 
usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 
it Given these limitations, adjust your LIR front 

speakers to give the best tona I match with the 
centre. If there's more than just you listening, 
'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 
front of the listening position -this gives a 
wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer 
it should be placed nearthe front speakers. Use 
a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 
among others) to accurately set levels.

Subs start working where stereo speakers 
run out of steam at low frequencies. The 
idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 
bass rather than more of it. They usually 
have onboard amplification (active) and 
connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 
Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 
or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up.
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BUYER'S BIBLE

B&W
600 53 package E900
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 
centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 
multichannel surround modes.

n-SAT/CENT/SUB E3,385
Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an n-SUB 
make a highly engaging and (for Nairn) 
discreet multichannel package.

It might not look as flashy as some, butthe 
quality of engineering in this ATC package 
ensures superb all-round performance.

Linn
Akurate package E13,750
Linn has worked wonder’s with its new 
multichannel speaker system - it's not 
cheap, but its performance is breathtaking.

Our favourite :
AV SPEAKER PACKAGES

SPECIFICATIONS

Multichannel speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT

D ATC Concept 3

B&W 300 package

4,877

900

COMMENTS

Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment 

An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer)

B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) 900 Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures

Castle CAV Sterling 1,250 Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard

s
s

A-

A

A

A

I
m

Dynaudio Audience 42 package

Final Sound Electrostatic system

1,142

4,875

I "
C 12

"

• opi 255

6 27 • 241

5 224

5 28

Focal-JMIab Electra package

_ Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221)

Mirage Omni 2

D Mission m5 package

Mordaunt-Short Genie

3,017

13,750

Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound

Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency

Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer

An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio

2,650 Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice

1,450 Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans

800 A prince among sub/sat packages - good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600 Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1 -connected

D Nairn n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 3,385 Priced here as a 5.1 package, Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble

A-

A-

A

A-

A

A

A-

A

A

5 53

6 20

5 Æ

6 18

Tannoy Arena 1,200 Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually revealing for the breed, but sub lacks refinement A

E-Tati-l J.jjl EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively:: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus.
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

Our favourite □ bes™v ® editors choice

SUBWOOFERS
Bass speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT £

B&W PV1 950

0 B&WASW850 2,000

wi Eclipse TD725sw

Monitor Audio ASW100

2,700

COMMENTS

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation

For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well

• 224

• 241
• 251

• 232

• OS’

5 30 •

6 28 •

6 38

5 25

6 20

6 29

Í 
b 
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241

210

268

• 269

SPECIFICATIONS

I

wi "

29,34,35 500 20

53,56,52 1000 18

5247,50 500 40

32,32,34 120 27

259

246

287

225300

wi REL 305 795 Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too 32, 36i 34 300 25 284

□ REL Stampede 550 Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV 28,40,29 100 18 257

□ REL Strata 5 700 Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 32,46,33 150 18 257

REL Storm Ill 900 Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 42,62,33 150 18 225

REL Storm 5 1,000 Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 34,52,37 200 15 267

0 REL Stadium Ill 1,500 It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 59,56,39 200 16 217

Titan Saturn 800 Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 72,48,72 200 20 239

Velodyne SPL-800R 699 Powerful, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging 2627,33 wi 28 286

EESCSl SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width. height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers. 
BASS FROM How low the sub goes. the smaller the number the deeper the bass
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Do you wont to choose gour hifi or home cinema system, in o comfortable 
and relaxing environment... ?
Do t.,Jou want friendly and impartial advice ( and a cup of tea) ... ?
Do you want to buy t.,1our system based on what you hear, and see, and not 
what somebody tells vou... ?

D o you live in GUILDFORD ••• ?
..... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford(Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bookham, 

BramleV. Camberley, Chertsey, Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham.Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Dorking, Epsom, 
Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, Godalming, Hartley Wintney. Hampton. Haslemere. Hook. 
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leotherhead, Liss, Molesey (East&West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, 
Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water. Walton-on-Thames. West Byfleet. 
Weybridge. Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Vateley .

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major hifi brands:
Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMJ), Ash Design, Rtacama, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&W, Chord Company, 
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, exposure, Genelec, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Harman Kardon, Infinity, lso Tek, 
KEF (including Reference), Linn ProcJucts(including Knekt), MJ Acoustics, Meridian. Michell. Mirage. 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC Primare, Prooc. Project, Pure, QED(includ- 
ing Systemline), Quad, Quadraspire, REL. Rotel, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, 
Tag Mclaren, LUharfedale, Yamaha.

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major Home Cinema products:
DVD plovers: Arcam & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, Meridian, Aotel, Tog Mclaren, Yamaha, 
Processors: Arcom FMJ AV8, Cyrus, lexicon, Linn, Meridian. Aotel, Tog Mclaren.
Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, lexicon, Noim, Rotel, Tog Mclaren. 
Yamaha.

Display devices: Plasma screens from Loewe. Panasonic. Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: Loewe.
Projectors: ßarco(CRT/DLP), Sim (DLP). Yamaha(DlP/lCD) Screens: Stewort/DroperNutec .
Video Processing: Foroudjo, I-Scan, Key Digital, lumagen, Tog. Control systems: Crestron. Lutron lighting. 
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibrotion.

Nobody else in the area offers yoo a "One Stop Solution" to all of vour home entertainment 
requirements. as we are also Custom Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we can 
survey, design, install, commission, and maintain full Sound and Audio-Visual distribution, and automat­
ed light'ng around your home.
Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else.
We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install. 
We are a Mountainsnow dealer, and members of BADA, so you can trust us to look after your every need.

Guildlord's only RERL Hifi and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Soturdov (later bv appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU 4RV (opposite Wetherspoons) 
0483 50480 and 0483 304756 

uuuuuu.pjhifi.co.uk email:inlo@pjhifi.co.uk."•• •..„iS's hifi for fun's sake. . . . . . . . . “

uuuuuu.pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:inlo@pjhifi.co.uk


NHCHOICEHEADPHONES BUYER'S BIBLE
HEADPHONES

For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties and 
some are designed for particular usage. The 
majority of'cans' use dynamic cone and

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 
from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. Other 
types also exist, most significantly electrostatics that 
use a charged panel membrane to produce a distinctly

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are 
particularly popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as

refined sound. These are supplied with their own 
dedicated amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are open and 
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or 
noise sensitive) environments as they minimise 
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have 
a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are also 
three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose 
the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on

straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging them 
into the output on your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are very lucky. 
If you are planning on serious listening, invest in a 
dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics is not in the 
least bit subtle. A variety of models are made and prices 
start at around £80 for a QED, a little more for designs 
from, say, Creek or Musical Fidelity. And if you're really 
into cans, look up the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite □ ® Em°B's ™ice

HEADPHONES
Stereo headphones
BADGE? PRODUCT

AKG K44 20

AKG K270 Studio 129

AKG K1000 650

[il

EC

[il

Beyerdynamic DT990

Beyerdynamic DT770

Grado SR-60

Grado SR325i

Grado GS1OOO

Philips HP890

Sennheiser HD595

Sennheiser HD650

Shure E500PTH

Stax SR-001 Mk II

160

COMMENTS

Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only

Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack

190 A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass

90

310

995

70

150

300

420

239

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste

Highly sophisticated and detailed sound with great extension : check for comfort

One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone

Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-Ii experience

Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead; high-quality stuff 

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity

Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys II 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way
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KtHfrlW ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

SOUND’S YSTEMS

SONICALLY SUPERB SUGGESTED SYSTEMS
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 88 5 2 1 321 - 248 Lee High Road, London, SE13 5PL 
0% APR Credit options available for purchases of New Products exceeding £900, please call for details. E&OE

For more Special Offers, Systems & Great Pre-Owned Bargains - visit w^.billyvee.co.uk
.. Arcam - Solo + Epos M5 System = Save £200 .. Creek - Evo + Q Acoustics 1010 = Save £100+

An Arcam Solo or Creek Evo C.D. 
and amplifier system. Both offer 
great performance. Want different 
speakers? Call our sales advisors 
or visit for an audition to ensure 
the choice is right for you.

Only £989

Claim a pair of Epos M5 (£349) for half price with this System. Claim a pair of a Acoustics 1010 FREE when you buy this System 
or with a Linn Classik music for £999.Prefer iQ5 Spkrs? Add £50 or M12.2 Add £100

Please note: Arcam, KEF and Epos products - Shop callers only

billyvee.co.uk


Here's a sneak peek at some early product launches.

In association with
I udio-t.co.uk

www.audio-excellence.co.uk

Check the website for latest parking information.

sound 
&VISION

SOUND 
&VISION
THE BRISTOL SHOW

Over 13 0 brands... with more 
booking every week!

GETTING TO THE SHOW 
BY TRAIN: Temple Meads Station is a short distance from the Marriott.
BY CAR: New for 2007 - Park & Ride. Take the pain and strain from parking and use the Park & Ride from the University of West of England just off junction 1 of the M32. Just £2 per person (Free Parking), Accompanied Children under 16 FREE. Or from the M4 take J19(M32 -Bristol).Please be aware that due to redevelopment work in the City Centre not all car parks will be available and we strongly suggest you use the Park & Ride. We recommend that you check our website for the latest travel information where links to the relevant sites can be accessed.

Arcam - see and hear the amazing new Solo Movie.
Denon - launch of the CX3 Series and compact hi-end 
stereo system.
Myryad - launching the 'Ml' all-in-one stereo amplifier/ 
DAB radio/CD player.
Nairn Audio - launching the SuperNait a new integrated 
amplifier with DAG.
ProAc - Hexa Tower, A small, very slim speaker.
PURE - launching the DMX-25 system and showcasing 
the Evoke 1 XT Marshall Edition.
Quadrapsire - showing the new Qube range.
Tivoli - showing several new models.

HI-FI, HOME CINEMA, FLAT SCREENS, 
PROJECTORS, CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

IT'S ALL AT BRISTOL
and there are lots more surprises in store!

Admission: Adults £8.00; Students and Senior Citizens £4.00 
Accompanied children under 16 free

www.bristolshow.co.uk

EX1RA SPECIAL 20th anniversary offers and discounts!
FREE EN1RY to anyone producing a copy 

of the 1987 show guide!
20th anniversary show COMPE11110N

20 great prizes with the top prize of a whole system!
A QUIZ for adults (and one for children) 

to win yet more great prizes

Lower Castle St
Bristol

audio WHATHIFT?
SOUND AND VISION

BRlsroLSHOw

BRANDS ON SHOW INCLUDE:Abbey Road, Acoustic Energy, Aesthetix, Apollo, Arcam, Atacama, Audica, Audinni, Audionet, Audio Engine, AV Forum, AVI, B&W, Bandridge, Black Rhodium, Blok, Bryston, Canton, Case Logic, Cherished Record Company, Clearaudio, Clearlight Audio, Cyrus, Dali, Denon, Diverse Vinyl, Dynaudio, Eclipse, Einstein, Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Faroudja, Flying Mole, Focal, Fujitsu, Futureglass, GamuT, Heed Audio, Hi-Fi+, Hi-Fi World, Icon Distribution, Hifidelio, Icon Stands & Mounts, llluminaire, lsotek, Ixos, Jarno, KM Acoustics, KEF, Kondo, Leema Acoustics, Linn, Living Voice, Loewe, Logitech, Marantz, Meridian, Merlin Cables, Michell Engineering, Miller and Kreisel, MIT Cables, Monitor Audio, Myryad, NAD, Naim Audio, Neat Acoustics, Nordost, Onkyo, Ortofon, Pinsh Audio, Pioneer, Plinius Audio, PMC, PURE, ProAc, ProfiGold, Pro-ject, Projection Design, PSB, Q Acoustics, QED, Quad, Quadral, Quadraspire, Qunap, Rega, REL, Rotel, Roth, Ruark, Runco, Sennheiser, Sharp, SIM2, Slim Devices, Sonos, Soundstyle, Spectral, Spendor, Stamford Audio, Stands Unique, Sunfire, T.C.I., Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Tivoli, The Chord Company, TL Audio, Totem Acoustic, Trichord, van den Hui, Vogels, Vienna Acoustics, VPI, Vivid, What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision, Wilson Benesch, Wireworld, Yamaha and more booking weekly

The UK’s 
favourite show

23rd -25th 
February 2007

10am - 5pm 
every day 

at the 
Marriott City Centre 

Hotel

t.co.uk
http://www.audio-excellence.co.uk
http://www.bristolshow.co.uk
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CABLES BUYER S BIBLE

CABLES
Wires to hook your system together

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
interconnects and speaker cables.

Analogue interconnects come in
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

CABLES
Interconnects and speaker cables
BADGE? PRODUCT

AlGIJE INTE«
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SPECIFICATIONS
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be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

IMPEDANCE MATCHED SPEAKER CABLE 
DEEP CitrOGEHiC .OCT) Create

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Tosi ink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

- COMMENTS

Black Rhodium Concerto 225 This OCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre, rich in detail, with low subjective noise • 1 • 270

Chord Company Signature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable ■ • • 255

Chord Company Chorus 215 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass • 1 • 259

Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass - at a price' • • 279

l xos lxotica IX1 200 Notable for its relaxing sound, this cable still presents plenty of analytical detail •; ... 283

Kimber Timbre 89 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed • ' • 248

Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too • : • 281

Monster MIOOOi 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere • • 284

Nordost Heimdall 370 Micro-monofilament cable, silver plated more affordable alternative to Valhalla, sounds transparent, detailed and neutral • 1 • 278

Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good rnid and treble • i • 281

Oehlbach Silver Express + 70 Good, firrn bass is accompanied by clear treble and well defined stereo imaging •tw • 280

TCI Tiger 30 Not the most detailed interconnect around, but performance belies its modest price, especially in the bass • 1 • 285

Townshend 0CT300 300 OCT wire with hum-busting ferrite sleeves. Packed with enough detail to make rivals sound flat • ' • 234

Van den Hui MC Silver IT Mklll 2,250 I ncredibly resolute and low distortion cable that makes the alternatives sound crude, pity about the price • • • 289

van den Hui The Well 85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract frorn fine performance • ' 1 • 241

Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price • • : 273

Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cables with all-round appeal - treble is slightly 'dark' but bass is excellent and the overall balance very good indeed • ' • : 259

SP^OT CABLES PRICE PER METRE

□ Atlas Compass 50 Slight improvement in detail over giveaway cables, plus distinctly more tuneful bass and more open treble, make this fine value • E 289
[k] Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble © • 278

0 Kimber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any DAC, justifying the price • • E 260

OED Ounex Sgnature 75 80 First-rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price E 265

□ van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234

!il Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: good value and near-high-end pertormance • • E 279

ESITISI STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to lorm the conducting element ol the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical.

Black Rhodium Tango 15 A little bass-heavy but with smaller speakers, but that's no bad thing: mid and treble are detailed and clear e • 284□ Chord Epic Twin 80 Good all rounder, which generally sounds relaxed and musical, and a full bass that stops the right side of sounding blowsy 1 • • 287

Chord Odyssey 4 34 This biwire version of Odyssey offers excellent speed and impact, with low listener fatigue • • 258

Clearer Audio Copper-line A. 10 Copper-line Alpha's strong, ringing bass and neutral tonality are plus points, but treble is not the purest we've heard : • • . 283

E Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board • ' 227□ Monster MCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble • . 280

!il Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament construction, low colouration, high res and suitable for exacting systems • • 278□2 OED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain © • 276□ OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems • ■i 234

s Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resohition cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical • • 287

e Townshend Isolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 1 • ' • 241

van den Hui The Bridge 6 Lvely, energetic and possessed of fine midrange detail and imaging • • 277

Wyrewizard Spellbinder 5.50 Sold off the reel, this entry-level cable is a surprisingly purist performer, lean yet powerful, with good detail resolution. • • 267

Gables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.



COOL GALES
At www.coolgales.com, we believe that buying hi-fi gear should be a breeze.

Check out the reviews and brochure down­
loads on our website product listings. Read 
how the eye-popping Clearaudio Master 
Solution "lets the music flow in a mesmerizing 
and totally enjoyable manner" (Hi-Fi News).

Free delivery on all orde 
including the incredible L 
Xone speakers , slimline fl 
a colossal sound, thanks 
custom-designed drivers

F 
k

over£100, 
sma Acoustics 

rstanders with 
Leema’s

A huge selection of hi-fi components with 
style, like the "drop-dead gorgeous" (Positive- 
Feedback.com) Eastern Electric phono stage, 
named Best Phono Stage 2006 by Hi-Fi World.

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.
Give us a click. Give us a call.

Give us a free call on 0800 043 671 O if 
you need more info. We'll tell you the 
astonishing new Lyra Skala is now avail­
able in the UK, and, if you're a lucky Lyra 
owner, we'll give you details about Lyra's 
generous trade-in policy.

A 30-day money-back guarantee on most products (details 
on our website), including the "neutral, transparent, fast, 
precise and pinpointing" (TNTAudio.com) NuForce IA? 
integrated amplifier.

www.coolgales.com 
0800 043 6710

The Victoria School House :: Henrietta Road :: Bath BA2 6LU

http://www.coolgales.com
Feedback.com
TNTAudio.com
http://www.coolgales.com
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment racks and speaker stands

I f you want to get the most from your source and amp components, 
it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated 
equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold

hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound

because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne 
vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a 
pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standmount' speakers, it's important to place 
them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

SPECIFICATIONS

EQUIP«
Equipment supports
BADGE? PRODUCT

/II
r

ENT SUPPORTS
COMMENTS

H
EIG

H
T CM

)

TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) WELDED
NUMBER OF SHELVES

SHELF TYPE
ISSUE NUMBER

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 66,46 5 Glass 247
Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 • 4 Glass 217

Concep Audiophile Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade 82 43 4 MDF 193

Avid lsoschelf 1, 100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 87.5 48 5 MDF 193

□ Clearlight Audio Aspekt 650 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value 75 53.5,45 4 MDF 217

Custom Design Icon Signature 330 Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively 75 56,37 4 Glass 286
□ Custom Design Icon 400 600 Beautifully built, u l o; : adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 75 57, 41 5 Glass 263
□ Custom Design (^Concept 400 700 Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space (‘Acoustic’ version tested - standard version £300) 74 48,40 4 Metal 247

□ Custom Design Vantige 449 'Acoustic Aluminium' shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction just a shade bright 62 49,44 4 Metal 271

Partington Minim 389 Looks good, sounds good and is impressively flexible to boot 75 45,36 5 Glass 261
[k] Nairn Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 96 45,34 5 Glass 232

Quadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

□ Sound Organisation 2560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves tool Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50,40 5 Glass 217
[E] Townshend VSSS 1,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality 76 35,50 4 Glass 273

SPEAKER STANDS
Speaker stands
BADGE? PRODUCT

0 Custom Design RS300
E Custom Design S0404
Concep hne Cableway
' ' Kudos S50

Partington Ansa 60

200 
395
159
99

Z Partington Dreadnought BS 249

COMMENTS

An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price 
Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of gxCi and small 
Looks great, sounds great, so start saving’ Clean and sweet, arts neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 
Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth
Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent
The Dreadnought Broadside is a superb stand for high-class standmount speakers - and it looks great tool

Z Partington Heavi II

® Russ Andrews Torlyte

399
299

Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies
Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too

SPECIFICATIONS

HEIGHT (CM)
TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) 1 WELDED

NUMBER OF LEGS § 
m 
g s 
Concep

56 16.5,18
•1

1 28161 18,16.3 • 4 28363 17,20 • 1 220
61 15, 20 • 1 220
62 18,15 • 4 23261 17,15 • • 5 261
53 31,22 • : 6 287

60,50 15,21 3 i 280

miPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single figures indicate a square plattorm.
WELDED As to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.
SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plattorm. Single figures Indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates.

FILLABLE The stand can be i■ i_ .-L Lun with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still

one of the most popular phono stages around.

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

'Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all
incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.
Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and
the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TrìgIiorcI ResearcIh
Tel: 4-44 (0)1684 311600
sales@trichordresearch.com

Fax: 4-44 (0)1684 311928 
www.trichordresearch.com

DÍNO PhoNO AMp11 f i ER

k magazine

BEST BUY

^HIFICHOICE

mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichordresearch.com


The new Reference
with CDT II ™ Tweeter Technology

Anthony Gallo isn't one to follow the crowd, a characteristic he shares 
with the people who buy his loudspeakers.

His latest speaker design, the Reference 3, is rewriting the price 
versus performance equation. So much so in fact that influential U.S 
publication The Absolute Sound have bestowed on it their ultimate 
honour - product of the year.

“Gallo’s Reference 3’s are rewriting the book on value in high-end 
loudspeakers, making accessible a level of performance that might 
previously have been far beyond the reach of most of us." 
The Absolute Sound

For further information or to locate your nearest 
dealer, please visit our website

www.anthonygallo.co.uk
tel. 0870 350 1348

nonconformist
adj. an individual who does not comply with conventional norms or socially approved patterns ^Behavior or thought

Reference 3 - Stainless Steel 
suggested price E2400 per pan

http://www.anthonygallo.co.uk
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TECHNICAL & DESCRIPTIVE TERMS BUYER'S BIBLE

GLOSSARY
TECHNICAL TERMS DESCRIPTIVE TERMS
S1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels. typically front leh and right. 

centre, surround left and right, and LFE 

(low frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resulting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - 'low bass' refers to the 

bottom octave (20-40Hz). "mid-bass" the 

middle octave (40-80Hz) and "upper 

bass' the top octave (80-160Hz). 

BI-AMP {sometimes tri-amp). 

loudspeakers equipped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate {matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 

Loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each drive unit can be 

drven by separate cable runs between 

the amp and each driver.

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is finalised.

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

amplifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time. 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion, while Class B 

tends to generate ess heat.

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a wan 

and Class B thereafter.

CLIPPING An amplifier's output 

waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

available to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 

used to generate a timing reference 

signal. Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc.

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 

network which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power amplifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 

various drive units.

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 

radio using frequencies in the 

217.5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming. 

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter. 

The stage in any digital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform.
DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX 

where side and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 

to DD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix.

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 

which converts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over lOOkHz and a dynamic 

range over 120dB. lt has over four times 

the data capacity of CD.

DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it 

separates the leh from right and front 

from rear.. while managing the various 

bass options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4:1 

compression ratio that, ostensibly, 

promises higher quality.

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 

compatible -Mth standard DVD players. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connection that uses an electrical cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

('AESIEBU') interlace.
FILTERS Filter-s are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probably have rather more to 

do with the 'personality' of CD player 

sound than most other factors.

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce.

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

driving it.

JITTER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by imprecision in the 

clock, used to regulate the conversion of 

data into analogue audio.

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the 

better the quality.

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

1-2V referred to as line eve' It follows 

that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable.

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

(density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal.

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a complex 

psycho-acoustical model that predicts 

what is. and what is not, 'audible' within a 

sequence of music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear

is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

160Hz up to 3kHz.

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastically 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet connections or 

allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance (below 100 

ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 

most amplifiers, even with long 

interconnect cables.

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 

is limited by the oversample and bit rates 

used - CD is 44. lkHz/16-bit while 

DVD-A is capable of 192kHzl24-bit.

PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet.

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code.

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 

1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 

on DSD coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is sliced up into 

discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44.1 kHz or 

once every 0.023msec. DVD will also 

support 48kHz and 96kHz.

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input. Expressed in decibels per watt (dB/ 

W), measured 1m from the speaker. 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set-ups which includes amplifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Select.

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer applications.

TRANSISTORIMOSFET The two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

solid state amplifier output stages.

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 

the audio band. ie above 3kHz.

TWEETER Treble driver.

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers split the signal into two or 

three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 

can have more than two drive units.

WAnS (per channel) The watt is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than amplifier output. 

WOOFER Bass driver.

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 

sonic character.

AMBIENCE The impression of an 

acoustical space. such as the 

performing hall in which a recording 

was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them.

AnACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ability of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in music.

BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel balance, the 

relative level of the left and right stereo 

channels

BODY Fullness of sound, with 

particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with audible cabinet resonances.

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper midrange/lower treble.

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 

follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is fundamental to high 

fidelity sound.

DEPTH (of image) The perception of 

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabiting a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate elements of 

the original sound and those which are 

the first to disappear with lesser 

equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 

which usually comes across as 

fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as well as contrasts in 

volume both large and small.

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 

distortion that generally enhances 

perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 

transients which increase the sense of 

realism and 'snap'.

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 

image projection.

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 

aggressive sound, a sense of the image 

being projected in front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound 

which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 

aggressive sound with a metallic 

tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive.

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or instrument is in a particular 

place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 

energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height and 

'air', relates to clean upper midrange 

and treble.

PACE Often associated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of timing and beat. 

PRESENCE A sense of an 

instrument or voice occupying a 

place in the listening room.

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 

sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed 

and transient response can deliver 

the immediacy or 'snap' of live 

instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace gives the impression of being 

right on the money in its timing. 

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

sound.

THICK A lack of articulation and 

clarity in the bass.

THIN Bass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in 

tempo. See speed and pace.

TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 

percussive sound. Good transient 

response makes the sound as a 

whole more live and realistic.

TRANSPARENCY, TRANSPARENT 

A hear-through quality that is akin to 

clarity and reveals all aspects of 

detail.

TWEAK To tune a system or 

component in an attempt to get the 

best performance from it.

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

this process.

VEILED loss of detail due to limited 

transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower 

midrange/upper bass.

WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

underpinning produced by deep, 

controlled bass.
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www.HIFIFORSALE.com
• buy • sell • wants •

NO commision fee • NO charge • completely FREE
over 70000 adverts have been placed online since the site was launched. 

www.hififorsale.com, the webs favourite dedicated HiFi sales site.

HI-FICHOICE
PASSION FOR SOUND

For a more consultative approach 
to your advertising needs, 

please contact me. Brad Francis 
on 0207 042 4255 

Brad.francis@futurenet

co.uk
pablas and accessories

Expert advice 
Exceptional prices
Excellent Service
FREE UK Delivery
Allsop, Black Rhodium, B-Tech, Chord, Creek, Densen, DNM, Eichmann, Grado, Graham Slee, lsotek 
IXOS, Nordost, OED, ROC, Ringmat, Sennheiser, Supra, Tanney, Van Den Hui, Vibrapod, Wireworld

online shop for cables & accessories

http://www.HIFIFORSALE.com
http://www.hififorsale.com
co.uk


30 HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER, KENT, MEl 1 LD - 01634 880037 
^ww.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk

ADVANTAGE, ARCAM, ATACAMA, AUDION, AUDIOPHILE BASE, AVI, CAIRN, 
CHORD CABLES, CHORD ELECTRONICS, CLEARAUDIO, CREEK, CYMBOL, DALi, 

DK DESIGN, EPOS, EXPOSURE, JMLAB, GAMUT, GOLDRING, GRADIENT, 
GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO, HADCOCK, LAT, 

METRONOME TECHNOLOGIES, NAO, NORTH STAR, NOTIINGHAM ANALOGUE, 
NU FORCE, OPTIMUM, ORIGIN LIVE, PARTINGTON, PIEGA, QUADRASPIRE, 
RENAISSANCE, SENNHEISER, STELLO, STIRLING LS35/a, TANNOY PRESTIGE, 

TRANSFIGURATION, USHER.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR EXDEM OFFERS

fi.co.uk
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Anthony Gallo 
Audio Pro 
Arcam 
Cineversum 
Crystalio 
DVDO 
Fujitsu 
Genelec 
Lexicon 
Lumagen 
M&K 
Onkyo 
Panasonic 
Parasound 
Pioneer 
Primare 
Quad 
Sim2
Sharp 
Tannoy 
ThemeScene 
Velodyne 
Vidikron 
Yamaha

• Home Cinema Sales and Custom Installation
• System Design and Consultancy Services
• Wide Range of Award-Winning AudioVisual Products
• Latest True HD (1080p) Displays and Video Processors
• Traditional & Contemporary Handmade Furniture

01892 861 730 
www.progressive-av.com

Award Winning Retailers...

kers Hi-Fi
The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

► Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
► Widest choice in the area ► Independent advice
► Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
► Over 35yrs experience ► Qualified staff
► Comfortable dem rooms ► Superb showrooms
► Main road location ► Major car parks nearby
► Insurance estimates ► Service Dept.
► Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
► Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status

► Delivery & installation
► Part Exchange
► Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
► Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

Tel: 01904 629659

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

in high fidelity sound reproduction - linee 1961

http://www.progressive-av.com
http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
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HI-FICHOICE
FUSION FOR SOUND

To Advertise here call Graham Phillips
Q 020 7042 4037

IAN HARRISON HIFI

audio cinema

Cornwall's Specialist 
Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

Multiroom Retailer 
Custom Installer

STOCKISTS OF: 
ATACAMA AUDIO^AUDIO PRO 

BEYER^DYNAMIC • FOCAL-JM LAB 
INFOCUS PROJECTORS • LEXICON 

NAO-MASTERS • NORDOST CABLES 
PROJECT TURNTABLES • PARASOUND 

PHILOSOPHY CABLES • PRIMARE • REVEL 
REVOLVER • ROKSAN • RUSSOUND 

SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE 
SPEAKERCRAFT • TRI-ANGLE • TEAC 

UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER LOUDSPEAKERS • VAN DEN HULL 
ESTORIC •OED^ MYRIAD • SYSTEMLINE 

O^ACOUSTICS • AND MANY MORE 

call: 0870 458 4438 
or visit:

www.audio-cinema.co.uk
Callywith Gate Industrial Estate 

Launceston Road 
Bodmin 

Cornwall 
PL31 2RQ

ORANGES& LEMONS
020 7924 2040
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

61 Webbs Road, Battcrsca SW! I 6RX 

email: oranges.lemons@virgin.net

SALE NOW ON!
Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi 

for 17 years
Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME, 

Hadcock, Transfiguration, Denon, Koetsu, 
Trichord, EAR, Tom Evans, Stax, Harbeth, 

Epos, Gamut, Graaf, Sumiko Ortofon, 
Creek, Van den Hui and many more.

All goods are brand new and fully 
guaranteed. Goods are not supplied on 

approval. Free UK delivery.

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 

Tel: 01283 702875 9am^9pm inc Sundays

CEDIA

Tel: +44 
(0) 1733 
344768

•Ii: oundstage—

ue Seduction
where music is our passion 

turntables and high precision hi-fi related essentials

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay 
We have dedicated demonstration facilities and are based in Peterborougn.Cambs

Authorised dealers for:

IscñTek |
o CHORD o

Atacama Radio

N&RDOST

Avid , Ayre, Cartridge-Man, Creek Audio, Chapter Audio, Clearaudio, Clearlight Audio, Chord Electronics, Chord Company, 
Dynavector, Ecosse Reference, Epos, Graham, Graham Slee, Hadcock. lsotek, Lyra, Michell Engineering, Merlin Cables, 
Roksan. Rothwell Audio, Nordost, Origin Live. Oracle, Ortofon. Project. SME. Stax. Sumiko. Sugden. Trichord Research.

Usher Audio, VPI, Whest Audio, Wilson Benesch
Please visit our website to browse or purchase some of our turntable setup tools and essentials, that 

are not easily available elsewhere.
T: 01733 344768 W: w^w.analogueseduction.net

MERLIN;

Home HiT Home Cinema Multi^roorn
Are you hearing your Naim Audio system at 
anywhere near its full potential? The inherent sonic 
ability of a Naim Audio system has never been in doubt, however 
with products such as the Fraim support and more recently the 
Hi Line interconnect and CD555PS CD power supply, Naim Audio 
themselves have amply demonstrated the ever greater levels of 
performance that are achievable with your existing components.

I Tom Tom Audio can optimise your Naim Audio system through 
thoughtful and creative upgrade routes, and by utilising a number of 
products and accessories that are both compatible with and sensitive 
to the Naim Audio ethos. I As well as a range of loudspeakers 
and analogue products that work wonderfully with Naim Audio 
electronics we also have a range of compatible accessories that will 
unlock the potential of your system and maximise the investment 
you have already made. I These include the incredible range of 
products from Vertex AQ, an end to end solution of supports, filters 
and cabling that will simply stun you. The incredible effect of this 
system can be demonstrated here or in your own system, but 
prepare to be shocked.
Loudspeakers: Naim Audio, Kudos Audio, Neat Acoustics, ART, 
Shahinian, Audio Physic, Living Voice

Supports & Cabling: Naim Audio, Vertex AQ, Nordost, Chord 
Company, Isoblue, Kudos Audio

Analogue: Naim Audio, Avid, Dynavector, Lyra, Tom Evans

.. Call St Albans 01727 86 86 59
tom I tom) audio Visit www.tomtomaudio.com

http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.oandlhifi.co.uk
mailto:oranges.lemons@virgin.net
w.analogueseduction.net
http://www.tomtomaudio.com
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RE.Vax
SERVICE

Correct Revox

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

Spare Parts Pricing
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

RE.Vax
SERVICE

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

H E A A IECHNOLOGV

Telephone 01525 841999

XM X TED
ishire. MK43 OSF

Facsimile 01525 841009

sound Cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457926CREEK EPOS

LNI
Mœ™ i^^^^^Tu 
\N 363 
HAG

FREE PARKING TUE-SAT 10-5.30PM
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

the symbol of security

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, 
LAMM, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Pure, Quad, Rega (Edgbaston only), 

REL, Rote!, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, TEAC, Theta, Wharfedale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha.
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night Wednesday until 6.30 (Edgbaston and Solihull only) 
www.musicmatters.co.uk

CEDIA

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMING^M 817 8l 

Ta: 0121-429^1 FAX: 0121-4343298

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOUHUU, 
WEST MID^DGB92 8JL 

Ta: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248

9 E.VTu \N363, STOURBRIDGE, 
WEST MIDHAGDS DY81AD 

Ta: 01AD W1W FAX: 01AD ^8l

10 BODMERE ROAD, S^ON C0Tu\N, 
WEST MI363DS HAG LEY 

Ta: 0121 AD DG11 FAX: 0121 AD 1GHAM

E.V UXBRIDGE ROAD, TuTCH \ND, 
MlDD^363 HAGR 

Ta: LEY AD 1DG FAX: LEY AD 1LEY

— O'Brien Hi-Fi •
ARCAYDIS • AUDID NDTE • AUDID RESEARCH • AUDID TECHNICA • AVID • BEYER • CABLETALK • CHDRD • 
CREEK • DIAPASON • OYNAVECTOR • EPOS • GOLDRING • JADIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MOON • NAD • NAIM • 
ONKYO • OPERA • OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM • QEO • REGA • RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • 
SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • IHORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • ORIGIN LIVE • 
TRIANGLE^WATfRFAlHWILSON

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment • Details on Request
Was Now Was Now

ATCSIA2 amplifief(shl) £2500 [1150 NA0H60 OJIOT
Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (&h) £595 £350 Onix-various models please enquire
Exposure 301Damp(ex-demo) £1000 £749 OnixA60MKl1(new) £795 £375
GarrardZero 100S(78rpm)(shl) £— t7S OnixA120MK11(new) £995 £495
KreHKAV300i(shl} £2500 £995 Prologue 3and 5(mdemo) £1898 £1600
MartinloganAeriusi(&h) £3150 0750 RELStrata ST111("1) £7M £295
MartinloganAeon(shl)^ect £3150 fl395 SonusfaberOomus sub(ex-demo) £12M E.V
Monrio Asty amp jex-demo) black £450 £2 Sugden Masterelass CD (new) £27M Tu

Moon 5080 03) (ex-demo) £1550 £995 Sugden Masterdass Amplttier (new) £3150 £2250
MoonEquinox(ex-demo) £1950 £1650 ThelaDatall CO(newmech) £1500 £600
Moon (i5) amplifier(ex-demo) ^Tu £2150 Theta Data Basic 11+Pro Prime (&h)) £— £699
Moi Orion CD^D(ei-demo) 
MusicalfldelityT1tuner{shl)

£2859 
£5M

£1450 Waterfall lg uascu(ex-demo) Now price changTutot995
£95

Save £565 today on the fantastic
Arcam DV79/AVR300 cinema system!
The ultimate Christmas offer is now here..

►www.soundgallery.co.uk
The Sound Gallery
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks.
01494 531682

AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL

0% Instant Finance Available - Wriiten details on request 
Demonstration room • Free car parking • Major Credit Cards 

Personal Export^ Mail Orders Installation Service^ Repair facilities 
• 5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo

• 5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 8282 exit) • 25 mins M25 June 10

60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com 

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday

M Y

25 Years of Audio Visual Perfection
152a HIGH STREET BLOXWICH WALSALL 

Late night Thursday 9am - 7pm 

01922 493499 
www.soundacademy.co.uk

MULTIROOE.VAUD/O, VIO^OSATELITTE 
ANDRFOI8TRI8UTIONF0R8OUNOAND8CRMH

www.avihifi.com
AVILtd.

Tel: 01453 752656 

www.avihifi.com 

sales@avihifi.co.uk

8-10,000 people visit this site each month, 
because it’s worth a visit!!

http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
%25e2%2596%25bawww.soundgallery.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.soundacademy.co.uk
http://www.avihifi.com
http://www.avihifi.com
mailto:sales@avihifi.co.uk
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Is This Your Problem? Here's Your
Answer

Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud
It'^ • common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control la all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low llatenlng levels la either difficult 
or Impossible. The noise floor may be audible too. 
There la now • simple and effective solution - the

< U f ^cel - MI- 
IbÄ Andrew 

totali 
hirnseif.

C 3 Beware of ì ^iratœ^
Roth—II In-Line Attenuators. They can be used 
with pre/power or Integrated amps to cure 
the problems of excess gain and bring aonlc , 
benefits even with the moat expensive equlpmer

T^ cost la only £39 per pelr delivered. To order, call

01204 366133 or viali www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
Excel— review In HI-FI Choice, HI-FI World, HI-FI Plua. What HI-FI — ^ww.tnt-audlo.com www.chapelandchapel.co.uk/cubes

Sturdy 25mm construction 
Horizontal or Vertical 
Holds 600 Records 
Wenge Beech/Black Ash 
Next Day Delivery 
1 07.5 x 73 x 40 cm

£89.00

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind . . .
Arcam, ATC, B & W, Denon, Kef, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mitchell, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Ratel, Sony, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 
Yamaha and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ...

(VI ANDERS
« ———HIFI LTI-

SATELLITE SALES

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Noteworthy Audio
Bewitch A30 integrated amplifier uses 6550 output valves in 
an ultra-linear pure class A push pull design producing 30 
glorious watts per channel.
We feel this amplifiers sound redefines what’s possible at this 
price point and we’re convinced it will become the benchmark 
that all others will be judged by £1,000

Music first Audio TVC pre amplifier Instead of using resistors 
to control the volume the TVC uses stepped transformers. In­
credible transparency without any of the dynamic 
compression found in conventional passive preamplifiers 
Copper wired version: £1,500. All silver wired: £2,750.

The Denon DL-103 Moving Coil cartridge is a true classic, not just 
because its been in production since 1963 but because it still offers a 
performance to rival designs costing much more than its low £100 
price tag would suggest. Also now in the DL-103R version: £200

Audio Note Io 1 MC cartridge. Surely one of the best cartridges in 
existence, the Io uses Alnico magnets and pure silver coils to 
extract everything from your LP’s in the most musical way 
possible: £1,595.

The Nottingham Analogue Dais turntable is the result of many 
years of research by the companies founder, Tom Fletcher. In 
our opinion it offers unmatched performance at its £3,519 
price level It’s pictured here with the 12” Nottingham Ana­
logue Ace Space tonearm which costs £710

J.C. Verdier Platine This spectacular turntable uses a high mass 
platter suspended by magnetic repulsion and an externally 
housed high quality DC motor. Its performance is as magnificent 
as its appearance suggests, offering a completely stable basis 
for the finest arms and cartridges. Prices start from £5,000

Note products PhoNote uses an all triode valve audio circuit 
with short signal paths, low output impedance and no global 
feedback. The result is an exceptionally low noise design with 
breathtaking clarity and musical involvement. The MM 
version costs £1,500, the MC version £1,750.

Audion Silver Note One This is a specially commissioned 
amplifier exclusive to Noteworthy Audio. It uses a single 2A3 
directly heated triode per channel in an ultra purist single ended 

zero feedback design. It produces 3.7 of the finest watts 
available, if you have high efficiency speakers you need to hear 
this remarkable amplifier: £2,500

The Usher CP6371 offer astonishing value for money. These very sub­
stantial speakers (they weigh 60kg each) and cost only £2,000 for a pair 
A pair of wonderfully natural sounding carbon fibre filled paper cones are 
used in a two way configuration with a 1 ” soft dome tweeter covering the
high frequencies Their sound is potent yet not overblown, and the very 
rigid boxes mean that cabinet colouration is extremely low.

CEC TL-51X this top loading transport is something rather 
special Its novel design uses a belt drive (rather than the 
more common direct drive) to spin the disc. It produces a 
sound which is incredibly effortless, with tremendous reso­
lution of acoustics and space: £1,200

ir“

The Avantgarde Duo’s use horns for the high and mid frequencies and as 
a result offer 104dB sensitivity They produce all the speed and dynamics 
you’d expect from such a design and are effortlessly musical 
These speakers really do have the most astonishing mid band 
performance, if you in the market for a pair of speakers at this £9,995 price 
point then you really must hear them.

Consonance CD2.2 Linear This wonderful filterless CD 
player uses a 6H30 triode in its output stage. It produces 
the characteristically wide dynamic range of a filterless 
design, capturing great speed and energy on all CD's 
Surely the most involving player at its £1,395 price.

The Something Solid XR has become our reference equipment sup­
port, its novel use of balsa end grain shelves and tensioned shelf 
suspension give it a neutral presentation that lets equipment perform 
without added artifice. 4 tier version available from £600.
‘Economy’ EXR version also now available from just £300.

hi-fi by enthusiasts
www. noteworth yaudio. co. uk 36 Buckin gham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2LH. Tel: 01296 422224

www.hfc.co.uk

http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
audlo.com
http://www.chapelandchapel.co.uk/cubes
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk
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•T»

Offering you the very best in audio and visual system solutions.

\AJ\AJ\AJ.pre^Hog.ref
Its a NEW - very visual 'non-industry specific' news type thing

" read all the Ute$t 
hi-fì mevuj here firffl °

•Two Channel Audio
• Home Cinema

• Multi Room
• Custom Installation

•Turntable Workshop
• System Set-up

wood c^sound... vwth »sor
ARCAM

C^K)
... and others

LOEWE.

epos

Visit our showroom at:
Calveley Court. Southburgh Road,
Reymerston NRg 4QD 
tel: 01362 820800
email: enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk
www.basicallysound.co.uk

BASICALLY 
SOUND 
AND VISION

HI-FI AND HOME 
CINEMA SPECIALISTS

A wide range 
of Specialist Brands 
Custom multi-room installation projects 
Prices to sut all budgets 
Plasma/LCD Ws & Projectors 
Comfortable demonstration facilities

Stockists of:
_bose-
Better sound through research- s

& many other high quality audio/visual brands

4 Cross Church

+: +44 (o)5bOO 75V 4lt : +44 (o)lt7? €>77773
e: pvt>li0>@,pre5ii’lo9.>ne+ : w: VVVVW.(’rejiklogmet

2007 range now available on-line 
hand built custom speaker stands

;

M I r
484 544668 H . '
King Cross St. Halifax
422 366832

Tel: 01484
3-5 King

Tel: 01422

www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk w: www.anvilsound-display.co.uk 
t: 0800 043 1207PO Box 185 Durham DH8 1AWwww.hfc.co.uk

mailto:enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
http://www.anvilsound-display.co.uk
http://www.hfc.co.uk


Make a note of our new numbers!

sales line 1: 0844 800 00 F3 
sales line 2: 0844 800 0074 
after sales : 0844 800 00 r5

www.shadowaudio.co.uk

Shadow Audio
20 - 22 Cadham Centre 

Glenrothes KY7 6RU 
Scotland

e. info@shadowaudio.co.uk 
w. www.shadowaudio.co.uk

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk
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DEALER
DIRECTORY Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most 

vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 

www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227.

All that's best in Hi^Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Amphion, Arcam, 

/ART, Audiolab, Ayre, B&W Nautilus, Classe, Focal. 

JM Lab, Michell Engineering, Monitor Audio, Nairn 

Audio, Primare, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Rotel, 

Spendor, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia. We offer friendly, 

helpful advice, interest-free credit and 

trade-in facilities, and deliver and install systems 

through Cheshire, Merseyside and North Wales. 

Open Tues. - Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement.

AOOlO COONSEL, 26 High Street, Cheadle, 

Cheshire, SK8 lAl. Tel: 0161 491 6090.

Stockists of Arcam, Rega, Nairn, Rotal, Royd, Oenon, 

Yamaha, Quad, B&W, NAO and more. Agencies to 

Fugitsu, Sanyo and Sellec. We offer extensive knowl­

edge and experience with high quality demo rooms 

for both hi-fi and AV. Major credit cards accepted 

and interest free credit available.

Open Tuesday - SaturdaylO - 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

CORNWALL

AUDIO AND CINEMA,

Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Retailer-;

Custom Installer-.

Callywith Gate Industrial Estate,

Launceston Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2RQ

Call: 0870 458 4438 or visit:

www.audio-cinema.co.uk

...STOCKISTS OF...ATACAMA AUDIO • AUDIO PRO

Members of the British Audio dealers 
Association are able to offer:

• Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address

• low cost five year guarantee option
• proper demonstration facilities
• seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer's advice is taken 
on product selection

• fully guaranteed service work
• customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems

• Beyer-Dynamic • ESOTERIC • FocalJMLab

• INFOCUS PROJECTORS • LEXICON • NAD Masters

• MUSICAL FEDELITY • Myriad • NORDOSTCABLES

• PROJECT TURNTABLES- PARASOUND

• PHILOSOPHY CABLES • PRIMARE • Q-Acoustics

• QED • REVEL • REVOLVER • ROKSAN

• RUSSOUND • SHANLING • STANDS UNIQUE

• SPEAKERCRAFT • Systemline • TRIANGLE • TEAC

• UNISON RESEARCH • USHER LOUDSPEAKERS

• VAN-DEN-HUL CABLES • AND MANY MORE

DONCASTER

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield 

Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302 

727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274. 

Email: info@thehifistudios .freeserve.co.uk. 

Web: thehifistudios.co.uk

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and MultpRoom experts. 

Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren,Wadia, Anthony 

Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research, 

Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAD, 

Michell Turntables, Audio Analogue, Living 

Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics, 

Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, 

Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, 

REL Subwoofers, Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Denon 

Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and 

demonstration by appointment. Home trials and 

free installation on hi-fi equipment. Credit car'd and 

finance facilities. Phone for more information. 

l0am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, l0am-5pm Sat.

Closed Sunday & Monday. I

For more information contact 

BADA on

© 0870 126 9137

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

HERTFORDSHIRE

AUDIOBOFFS, 338 Shenley Road 

Borehamwood Herts WD6 lTP

Tel/Fax 020 8177 4095

Emai I :info@audioboffs.co.uk

Specialists in fine two way audio, dealing in 

Astin Drew, Bel Canto, Audiophysics, Monopulse, 

Viola, Analysis, Solid Tech and more ...

Audio enthusiasts constantly seeking to provide 

the finest in musical equipment.

Residential demonstration facilities.

No pressure! Relaxed, friendly atmosphere. 

Demonstrations by appointment Mon-Sat.

Eves & Suns by arrangement. Home 

demonstrations possible. Parking. Facilities.

LEICESTERSHIRE

DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 

Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, 

LE16 7NL 01858 432999

Leicestershire's freshest hi-fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expect in an 

environment that will excite you.

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilities, comfy chairs, and coffee!

We get exceptional results from Arcam, Arcam FMJ, 

Art Loudspeakers, Beyerdynamic, Chord Cables, 

DNM Cables, Exposure, FocalJMLab, Infocus, 

Isoblue, Kube Design, Loewe televisions, Merlin 

Cables, NAD, Nottingham Analogue Studio, Opera 

Loudspeakers, Partington, Pathos, PMC, ProAC, 

Pro-Ject, Pure, Quadraspire, REL, Sennheiser, Screen 

Int, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, and Unison Research. 

We are open Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 

and by arrangement.

Free parking outside the courtyard.

All normal methods of payment accepted.

01858 432999 

www.divineaudio.co.uk, 
INFO@DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK

LIVERPOOL

ACOUSTIOA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

LONDON

GAAHAMS Hl-Ft, Canonbury Yard, l90a New 

North Road, London Nl Tel: 020 7226 5500. 

www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the 5 best hi-fi shops 

in the world': Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, 

and more... Home cinema and whole house custom 

installed solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, 

service dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment.

I^M

INFIDELITY', 9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 

Surrey, KTl 4DA. Tel: 02 0 8 943 3 530 

www.infidelity.co.uk

Infidelity - Indecently good Hi-Fi, cinema and home 

integration solutions. Advice and after sales service 

from an independent dealer. Build your system 

from our selection of truly excellent equipment 

- from the likes of Arcam, B&W, Chord Co.,Classe, 

ClearAudio, .Dynavector, Fuitsu, Focal JM Lab, Linn, 

M&K, Nairn Audio, PMC, Pioneer plasma, Rega, 

Roksan, Rotel, Sim2, Velodyne and more. We have 

all the usual facilities, fresh flowers, good coffee 

and we are open l0am-6pm Tuesday to Saturday.

1^^

NORTH WEST

DOUG BRADY H1-F1, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 

North, Warrington WAl 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009. 

Email: doug.brady@ dougbradyhifi.com. Website: 

www.dougbradyhifi.com. For the widest range of 

high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business 

est. 4 5 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 

home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 

Visa, credit facilities • Interest Free Credit!

Open 10.30 - 6. Send for free map. RTiWil

NORTH WEST

Hl-FI SHOWROOMS, 12 a West St, Off West St 

car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12 1JR.

Tel: 01260 280017. Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk .

Web: www.hifishowrooms.com. Carefully selected 

audio range, including Nairn, NAD, Roksan, Michell, 

Harman, Sugden, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, Neat 

Acoustics, Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project, 

Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also the best in AV from 

Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound, 

Nairn, SIM2, Vutec, Da-lite, REL, MJ Acoustics, 

Definitive. Demonstration by appointment.

Open Tuesday - Saturday.

http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
freeserve.co.uk
thehifistudios.co.uk
mailto:info@audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
mailto:INFO@DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
dougbradyhifi.com
hifi.com
mailto:mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk
http://www.hifishowrooms.com
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INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM Hl-FI CENTRE,

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919. 

www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk.

We are the area's leading specialists. Relax in our 

superb demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best 

in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema solutions. Our 

outstanding customer service means a two-year parts 

and labour guarantee, an on-site service department 

and a full delivery and installation service. Home trials 

and free easy parking are also available. Established in 

196B, we have been giving sound advice for over 30 

years. Open Mon-Sat 9 • 5.30.

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford 

OXlO OEG. Tel: 01491 B39305, fax: 01491 B25024. 

Founded 1975. Great deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, 

Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and 

delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on selected 

items. 1 home cinema room, 2 listening rooms. 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diner's. Instant credit.

Tues-Fri 9^5.30, Sat 9^5. CDs and DVDs stocked.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 

Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. Tel: 01935 479361 

54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: O1B23 3266BB. 

www.mikemanningaudio.com.

The HiFi and A/V specialists.

The best in HiFi and Home Cinema from: AUDION 

VALVE, B&W, MILLER & KREISELL, DENON, 

DYNAVECTOR, DENSEN, FOCALE (JM Lab), 

HARMON KARDON, SIM Projector's and screens, 

HITACHI (Plasma and LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO, 

NAD, PIONEER (Plasma and AV) REVOLVER, 

REGA, ROTEL 02 & 10 Series, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, 

SPENDER, TEAC, WELL TEMPERED turntables, 

YAMAHA. Dedicated Demonstration lounges 

for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. 

Home installations on most systems. Full service 

department. Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed 

Mondays (Yeovil) • Tuesdays (Taunton)

SOUTH WEST

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 B7472B. Give your 

ear's a new reference point for the best sounds at 

any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together 

a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 

around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge 

the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 

plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 

pur-chases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save money 

and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. CD: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced 

Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, 

Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 

(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: 

Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology, 

CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra, 

Pass. Sonneteer-, Spectral, Sugden. Speaker's: Audio 

Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 

NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase, 

Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM, 

Hovland, Nordost, Soniclink, Siltech, Yamamura 

Churchill. Mains: Accuphase.

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 017B5 25B216. 

All that's best in Hi •Fi and Home Cinema from 

quality manufacturers including Arcam, ART 

Audiolab, Ayre, B&W, FocalJM Lab, MJ Acoustics, 

Monitor Audio, Nairn Audio, Primare, Rega, REL, 

Rote!, Spender, Sugden, Thiel, Wadia, Yamaha Pre 

Eminent. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest 

-free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and 

install systems throughout Staffordshire and the 

Midlands. Opening hours Tues. • Sat. 10.30-6.00, 

evenings by arrangement.

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury

SY! 1 EN. Tel: 01743 236055.

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk, 

www.creative-audio.co.uk .

Internet prices • from a specialist shop!

One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema 

equipment outside London. Massive world-famous 

website, featuring huge savings on all the popular 

brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama, 

Beamax, BenQ, Cyrus, Dali, Denon, InFocus Screenplay 

projectors, JM Labs, KEF, Mission, MJ Acoustics, 

NAO, Nairn, Onkyo, Optimum, Optoma Themescene, 

Partington, Pioneer, Project, Q Acoustics, OED, Roksan, 

Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Velodyne, Wharfedale, 

Yamaha.

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be 

carbon dated, comfortable dem room with plasma 

and projector (and freshly ground coffee'), expert 

installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year 

guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used 

bargains etc etc . in fact everything you would expect 

from one of Europe's leading audio specialists.

See for yourself - visit ^^.creative-audio.co.uk.

SUFFOLK

AUDIO IMAGES, 12B London Road North, 

Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 1HB. 01502 5B2B53 

info@audioimages-hifi.com - www.audioimages-hifi.com 

THE Hifi & Home Cinema shop.

From the smallest item to the largest custom install. 

Fully remote lighting systems.

A refreshingly different selection with Valve amps to 

transistor, Cartridges to headphones & Turntables to 

Projectors. Helpful, friendly people to deal with. 

Synthesis, Rothwell, Shinpy-audio Volta, Sugden, 

Triangle, Castle, Michell, ScreenPlay, Lumley, Harman 

Kardon, Project, Rako, Sim2, Onkyo, Velodyne, Vincent, 

Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, Mirage, Hovland, 

Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Design, lsoLB, Ortofon, 

Goldring, Van den Hui, Townshend, Vifa & many others 

to list.

All full dealer facilities with separate dem room, repairs 

and servicing.

WIGAN

ADVENTURES IN HUFI, B6^90 Boughton,

Chester CH3 5AQ. Tel: 01942 234202 or www.

adventuresinhifi.com

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products from 

quality manufacturers including ARCAM, Boston, 

Neat, Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAO, Quad, 

Dynavector, Resolution Audio, Sugden, Shahinian, 

Castle, Focal JM Lab, PMC, Project, Roksan, Spender, 

Hutter, Quadraspire, Chord Company, lnFocus.

We offer friendly advice, excellent demonstration 

facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and installation 

throughout the North West. Opening Hours 

’0.00-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 

appointment

WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford

ST17 4AH. Tel: 017B5 258216.

See our main entry under Cheshire.

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel: 

01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

ACTON CATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham. 

Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. AAD, 

Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle, 

Denon, Harman- Kardon, Jama, JBL, Marantz, 

Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure 

Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, 

UKD, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and motorway 

access. Mastercard, Visa etc.

To advertise in the

HLFI
Dealer Directory, 

Call Graham Phillips 

on 0207 042 4037 now!

http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
mailto:sales@creative-audio.co.uk
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
audio.co.uk
mailto:info@audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
adventuresinhifi.com
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Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7042 4000 Fax: +44 (0)20 7042 4529

In-depth reviews of the most vital 
new kit, including...
® Linn Exotik preamplifier 

® I merge 53000 music server

® Flying Mole CA-S 10 digital amplifier

Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, not to mention the latest 
news, views and features from hi-fi's smartest grapevine...
And much, much more!

BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST 
RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL HI-FI

The latest CD players are subjected to our uniquely 
rigorous group test regime, including...

®Totem Rainmaker loudspeaker

® Leema Acoustics Antila CD player

® Rega P2 turntable

® REL Tl subwoofer

Plus..

ULTIMATE BROUP TEST>> CD PLAYERS

© O Ö •
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[ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Feature

2nd-hand shootout
Second-hand reference-grade headphones can be a true ear-opener

H
eadphones are potentially the 
highest fidelity instruments 
available. For upwards of £300, you 
can get yourself a true reference sound with 

few worries about room acoustics, cabling 
decisions or annoying the neighbours' To 
obtain similar sound from conventional 
loudspeakers and amplification can often 
run into thousands of pounds.

Think quality headphones and there's a 
good chance you'll be picture Stax, and for 
good reason; over the last 40 years, this 
Japanese company has been making 
electrostatic 'ear speakers' that have a 
following akin to Quad's electrostatic ESL 
loudspeakers. Like Quads, these electrostatic 
headphones are famously transparent and 
an utterly compelling listen.

All of the models are a bit special, but if it 
were our money, we'd seek out a pair of 
Lambda Signatures with an SRM-Tl amp. 
As these are electrostatic headphones, a 

model, with gold-plated diaphragms 
suspended between gold-plated electrodes. 
Like the Lambda Signatures, the 
diaphragms were ultra-thin for improved 
resolution of detail. The HEV70 energiser 
used a Class A all-transistor design. 
Although bass light, these headphones 
sound remarkably neutral and are capable 
of a spacious, intimate sound quality over 
an extended listening session.

The HEV70 is extremely robust and 
should prove trouble-free, but, the 
headphones themselves use a leather band 
that soon looks shabby. Sennheiser can 
replace the cable, but it is soldered, and not 
the plug-in variety used by other Sennheiser 
cans. Those diaphragms can also damage 

"For upwards of £300, you can get 
yourself a true reference sound."

these headphones were clearly conceived in 
a time before mass environmental concerns. 
Sony even packed them in their own leather 
case and presented each one with a linen 
covered instruction book. Given these 
headphones are so extravagantly 
constructed and come from a brand that 
generates mass consumer loyalty, demand is 
understandably high. With only 500 
produced a year, the MDR-RlOs are scarce 
and, when they do come up for sale, sell for 
high prices. Although 'only' £2,500 when 
new, an excellent pair can easily fetch up to 
£3,500 today. Still, if you're after one of the 
most exclusive headphones ever made they 
make a fine, if rather expensive alternative, 
to the electrostatic rivals.

separate amp or, 'energiser' is needed.
Launched in 1987, the Lambda Signatures 
were top of the Lambda range and used 
ultra-thin diaphragms for enhanced speed 
and dynamic contrast. The diaphragms are 
prone to damage, but this can easily be 
heard - so make sure you listen and don't 
buy a pair that distort. Repairs are 
expensive, but can be made by the UK 
importers, Symmetry Systems.

The Lambda range is cosmetically very 
tough and although the imitation leather 
used for the ear surrounds was seen as 
cheap at the time., even the oldest 
examples should still be in good shape 
today. The SRM-Tl uses FETs for the input 
stage, and a pair of 6FQ7 twin triode valves 
for the output. These are still readily 
available. For all the Stax information you 
could ever need, www.simplystax.co.uk is an 
excellent contact and is where we got our 
guide price for these headphones from: 
£380 to £500 is all that's needed to pick 
up a pair of these classics today.

Around seven years after the launch of 
the Stax Lambda Signature, that other 
headphone stalwart, Sennheiser, launched 
its own electrostatic design. In 1994, the 
HEV70 (at fl,000) was launched 
as a 'budget' version of 
Sennheiser's f 10,000 Orpheus ir ' M

Proving that headphones don't have to be 
electrostatics to be considered a reference 
design, Sony's legendary MDR-R l Os used a 
conventional dynamic moving coil and 
sealed ear unit.

From the Greek lambskin earpads to the 
200-year-old Aizu zelkova wood casings,

easily, so once again a good listen is crucial 
before buying. At between £200 and £400 
these 1990s legends open the door to the 
joys of electrostatic entertainment.

If you're put off by the cost or complexity 
of the above, then a pair of second-hand 
Grado RSl 's should fit the bill nicely Like 
the Sony models, they use solid wood 
casing. Unlike the other headphones here, 
they are still current (£650-£750 new). This 
means low prices for older models and full 
service back up. However, they tend not to 
be as cherished as some, so faulty pairs are 
not hard to come by. Buy a fully-functional 
pair for between £300-£500. Needless to 
say, the sound quality is regularly described 
as being 'stunning', and for sheer accuracy 
of sound, the RS l's take some beating.

Whatever your headphone requirements, 
any of these are more than capable. Sound 
rarely gets more intimate than this. HFC 

Dominic Todd
Next month: £7,000 CD players

Left to right: Stax Lambda/SRM-Tl and 
Sennheiser HEV70 headphone systems
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shadow audio The finest selection of Hi-Fi Products 
in the UK, all under one roof:

20 - 22 Cadham Centre 
Glenrothes KY7 6RU, Scotland 

email: info@shadowaudio.co.uk 
web: www.shadowaudio.co.uk 

sales line 1: 0844 800 0073 
sales line 2: 0844 800 0074 
after sales : 0844 800 0075

"subject to conditions

ART Audio, ART Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Aurum Cantus, 
Audio Zone, Audio Physic, Audionet, ATC, AVI, Bel Canto, Black 
Rhodium, Blue Note, Bryston, CEC, Custom Design, Croft, DK 
Design, EAR/Yoshino, Eastern Electric, GamuT, Goldring, Graaf, 
Hovland, Hyperion, IsoTek, JAS Audio, JungSon, Lumley, 
Manley Labs, Marantz, McIntosh, Musical Fidelity, Musical First, 
Nordost, Opera, Origin Live, Ortofon, Pass Labs, Pathos, PMC, 
Project, QED, Qinpu, Ref 3a, Resolution, Roksan, Shanling, 
Soundstyle, Stello, TacT Audio, Triangle, Trichord, Townshend 
Audio, Unison Research, Wadia, Whest, Wilson Benesch, Vertex 
AQ, VPI and many more.

0
3O-day money z-s free next day UK 
back guarantee* ' delivery. Mon - Fri*

©
free mains . free intercnt
cord* r cable*

@
 free speaker _ free pair of
cable* ® speaker stands*

priorit

Sales

usy now - we have setup ree
Be sure to make a 

j new replacement numbers!
j 1:0844 800

Sales line 2:0844 800
After Sales : 0844 800 00

The beauty of this MF system is that the
whole really is greater than the sum of the
parts, and these parts are pretty damn good
to start with. You could spend hundreds
more and get less. Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi ChoiceDec06

Available - now (inc free UK delivery and quality mains cord).
Musical Fidelity products definitely have that X-Factor and none more so than the brand 
new X-Series. New styling - beautiful, advanced design and state-of-the-art circuitry 
give a performance comparable to products costing many times more. Should the 
competition be worried - definitely!

HFC-SA/02/07

LATEST USED LISTING
DIGITAL
Meridian 200 Transport and 203 DAC combo, absolutely mint, great sound £349 
Micromega Aria, black, ex Hifi Choice review model (£2150) £1595
Naim CDX with NAXPS power supply, good condition, boxed £1900
Audio Research CD3 MK I, silver, mint, boxed fantastic bargain (£4750) £1995
Arcam Diva 93t, silver, exc cond, boxed, manual, r/c, 1 yr old, (£1000) £595
Musical Fidelity DM25 DAC + Transport, only a few months old (£4000) £2995
Musical Fidelity kW SACD player, boxed, factory sealed box (£4000) £1995
AVI Lab Series CD, current spec, boxed, unmarked condition (£1499) £1195
Shanling CDT-200, exc cond, boxed, r/c, gold legs (£2150) £1295
Primare D30.2 CD Player, black, 1 yr old, boxed, excellent cond (£1500) £749
Shanling CDT300 Omega Drive, ex-dem, immaculate cond (£4000) £2995
Resolution Audio Opus 21,2 box cd player, boxed, black/silver (£2950) £2295
Marantz SA-11S1, mint, 6mnths old, champagne finish, boxed (£1999) £1395
Musical Fidelity TriVista 21 DAC, exc cond, manual, boxed (£1400) £695
Unison Research Unico Valve output CD, only 3mnths old. latest ver (£1250) £895
AMPLIFIERS
Exposure 23 Pre Amp, mint, boxed, remote (£1400) £795
Exposure 28 Power Amp, mint, boxed (£1400) £795
Bryston 4B-SST Power Amp, 2 months old!, like new, 300wpc (£2750) £2249
EAR Yoshino 834T Hybrid I nt, mint, boxed, 8 months old! Bargain! (£2800) £1995
Qinpu A1.0x, ex What HiFi review model, boxed in immac cond (£300) £230
Qinpu A-8000 MK II, ex HiFi World review model, boxed as new (£1295) £895
Parasound A21 Power Amp, immac condition, silver, only 1 yr old (£1500) £895
Musical Fidelity A308 pre-amp, immaculate, boxed, manual (£1999) £995
Musical Fidelity A5 Int, 250wpc, 6 months old, boxed, as new (£1499) £995
Musical Fidelity A5 Power Amp, 6 months old, boxed, immac (£1499) £995
AudioNet Amp 1 Power Amp, silver/blue display, boxed, mint (£3150) £2195
Bryston B-100 SST Int amp, unmarked condition, boxed (£2750) £1995
Bryston B60 SST Integrated, excellent condition, silver, boxed (£1600) £495
McIntosh C220 Pre, only 2 months old!, boxed, mint. Simply stunning! (£3300) £2795 
Roksan Caspian MK2 integrated, boxed with manual and remote. £595
Roksan Caspian power amp MK2, boxed. Be quick - a steal at the price! £495 
Chord CPA2800 pre-amp+phono stage, £2800 new, in black, immac £1395
Gamut D200 Power Amp, silver, immac condition, boxed (£3200) £1695
Bel Canto Evo 2i Integrated, boxed, mint cond (£2800) £1695
Arcam FMJ Pre, goodcond, boxed, manual, remote, only 1 year old! (£1200) £795
Arcam FMJ P35 Power Amp, good cond, boxed, manual (£850) £595
Jungson JA-88D Int, pure class A, Hi-Fi World 5 globe winner, ex-dem (£899) £749
AVI Lab Series Power Amp, imma, less than 1 yr old, boxed (£1650) £995
Eastern Electric M520 Int, What Hi-Fi 5 star review, 4 mnthsold (£1539) £1095
Eastern Electric Minimax Pre, ex-dem, mint condition, boxed (£769) £649
Naim NAC102 Pre Amp, good condition, boxed, serial no. 142xxx £550
Naim NAP 250 Power Amp, good condition, boxed, serial no. 304xx £949
AudioNet Pre 1 G2, silver with blue display, mint, box, remote (£2100) £1495
Kreil PAM 5 pre amp + phono stage, exc cond, legendary perf (£2000) £549
Manley Labs Neo Classic 300b Monoblocks, 25wpc, mint! Sensational! (£5895) £3995 
Cyrus Pre X VS, immac cond, only 5 mnths old!, one prev owner (£1000) £749
PrimaLuna Prologue 5 Power Amp, EL-34 valves, 35 wpc, mint (£950) £695
Nagra PSA Power Amp, very rare, only 6 months old!, immac, stunning £3595 
Audionet Sam V2 Integrated, silver, boxed, exc cond (£2400) £1195
ATC SIA2-150 Int amp, black, mint con as good as brand new (£2400) £1895
Shanling SP-80C Monoblocks, excellent, gold legs, fully boxed (£2000) £1295
Unison Research Unico Line, only 3 months old!, boxed, manual (£950) £749
Unison Research Unico SE Int amp, mint cond, boxed, manual (£1375) £795
Bow Walrus Power Amp, boxed, exc cond, 150wpc (£3995) £1995
Bow Warlock Pre, boxed, exc cond, fully balanced, r/c (£3495) £ 1695
Pass Labs X1 Pre Amp, mint, less than 1 yr old!, sep power supply (£4700) £3795
LOUDSPEAKERS
Hyperion 938, gloss black finish, immac cond, very low hours (£3750) £2895
Quad 989, Vintage finish, only 6 months old, boxed, mint cond (£5000) £3795
Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic, ex-display, never been played, fully boxed (£845) £650
Acoustic Energy 1 Mklll, B stock, slight mark to front right corner (£1995) £1295
Wilson Benesch Arc, silver stands and side cheeks, immac cond (£2600) £1795
B&W CM4 speakers, in Rosenut, 5 years old, boxed £449
Ref 3a De Capo-i, redwood fi nish, superb cond, boxed (£2500) £ 1695
JM Lab Diva Utopia BE, exc cond, boxed, tweeter covers and spikes (£7500) £4250
Mission Elegante E82,1 yr old, boxed in superb condition (£1300) £749
Art Emotion Signature, maple, 1 yr old, boxed with grills, mint (£9000) £6495
Quad ESL-63 Electrostatics, mint condition!, vintage finish (brown grills) £1149 
PMC FB1+, cherry, boxed, immac cond, few mnths old! (£1695) £1295
Monitor Audio GR20,2 yrs old, black, boxed, exc cond (£1500) £795
PMC 0B1, in oak, boxed as new, 6 mnths old, simply stunning! (£2700) £1995
JAS Audio Orsa, ex Hifi Plus review model, poplar tumor (£1399) £1149
ART Stiletto 6, maple, ex-dem, as new condition, boxed, wonderful (£2000) £1395
JAS Audio Supertweeters, Review pair, sound awesome!! (£649) £595
Audio Physic Tempo 4, cherry, exd model, immaculate condition. (£2199) £1699
Audio Physic Virgo III, cherry, 6mnths old, boxed, as new (£3999) £2250
ANALOGUE
SME 20/2a, inc SME V tonearm, unmarked cond, few mnths old (£6300) £4495
Trichord Diablo phono stage, exc cond, only 9mths old, boxed (£750) £495
Wilson Benesch Full Circle, boxed as new, exc cond (£2100) £1495
Tom Evans Groove Plus phono stage, boxed, mint cond (£3600) £2395
Eastern Electric Minimax Phonostage, ex-d, mint boxed (£1099) £895
VPI Scout inc JMW-9 tonearm, immac cond, boxed, very little usage (£1650) £1195
VPI Super Scoutmaster Signature, ex-display, boxed, mint (£4995) £4250
MISC
Nordost Blue Heaven Speaker Cable, ex-dem, 4m pair, bi-wire (£489) £349
Isotek GII Minisub, silver front, current spec, immac cond (£545) £395
Naim Hi-Cap power supply, good condition, serial no. 304xx, superb upgrade £550 
Isotek Mainline filtered mains cable, excellent condition (£200) £95
Isotek Mainline digital filtered mains cable, exc condition (£225) £110
Hovland Reference Speaker Cable, exdem, boxed, 8ft pair, single wired (£1200) £795
MIT S2iC Interconnect, 1.5m, mint condition, boxed as new (£450) £225
MIT Shotgun S2s speaker cable, 4.6m pair, mint, boxed as new (£1000) £495
Townshend Supertweeters, titanium finish, boxed as new, exd (£800) £649
Nordost Thor, ex-dem, immaculate condition, boxed, Valhalla wired (£1600) £1195
Isotek Titan mains conditioner, few months old, boxed (£1500) £1095
Nordost Valhalla Speaker Cable, 3m per side, bi-wire with z-plugs (£5700) £3995

mailto:info@shadowaudio.co.uk
http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk


DEFINITIVE AUDIO
Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

Heatherdale
eaudio limited

1 ITEM DESCRIPTION SALE NEW

Lamm ML l. l Monos - less than 30 hours use £ 12000 £20000

Clearaudio Goldfinger cartridge. Brand new in sealed box £4000 £5640

Croft ML Charisma X phone/line pre-amp £1500 £3000

, Musical Fidelity VCN series DM25 CD transport + DAC - boxed. brand new 

[still hos protective film on plugs and display) £3000 £4000

Tron Syren pre-amp with line + phono - 3 months old - boxed - barely used 

| £4500 £7000

, Macione MA300B 20 watts 300B power amp - 30 hours use £3000 £8500

Macione XCX330 line pre-amp - 10 hours use £3000 £8000

Esoteric XD 1 CD player - perfect - boxed - 1 0 months old £6000 £9600

, SME Vtonearm-standard wire - 10 years old £850 £1800

SME V tonearm - 1 month - standard wire £1400 £1800

Placefle passive line stage - 3 inputs -12v- remote control - 6 months old 

£900 £1800

Lkving Voice loudspeakers - vorlous ex-demo. port-ex. seconds, from very ;

young to very old please call

Tom Evans Groove Plus £1900 £3000

Rega Jupiter CD player - professionally clocked + rebuilt with 

Block Gotes £600

Audio Innovations P2 phono stage - completely standard £700

Transfiguration Esprit - 1 0 hours use - perfect ex-review bargain £600

Pathos 2 box pre-amp with remote control - spotless £1500 £950
j Canary 903 4 box pre-amp - champagne focio - 3 months old - boxed 

£2850 £6500

Border Patrol 300B SE - Western Electric vo'ies - 8 watts - charmer £2500 £5000

Primare D30.2 CD player £650

Sugden Bijou mm/me phono stage-100 ohms £400 £650
Sonus Faber Electo Amotor - walnut - stand mount - lovely cond £1750 £3500 '

Art Audio PX25 -5 watts -single ended stereo £2500 £4500

। Avalon Arcus loudspeaker - maple £3500 £7000

Tube Technology Prophet pre-amp-30 hours use £1250 £2500

Tube Technology Unisis Signature integrated - 30 hours use £1250 £2500

! Nottingham Analogue Spocedeck with Rega RB300 tonearm. Reson Raco

cartridge and Living Voice mat. £1000 £1633 '

Canary 608LV integrated amp, 25 watts with Living Voice upgrade £950 £3000

Unison Research Smart 300B class A power amp - 1 year old £2250 £4500
JPS Constrictor power cables-very nearly new £600 £1200 1
JPS SC3 intercnnect-very nearlnew £400 £795 1

! Revel M20 bookshelf loudspeakers - Sonton Rosewood - with stands £850 £2000

Linn Genki CD player £400 £1000
Nordost Quattro Fii interconnect - 1 m set-boxed £400 £1000 1

Nordost Quattro FII Interconnect - 2m set - boxed £700 £1800 1

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
www.definltiveaudio.co.uk

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BNl 4 OEJ 
Web: ^^w. hifi-stereo.com

E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com
Telephone: 01903 872288

Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

Speakers:
Origin Live OL-2 speakers
Kef Concord speakers £150
Dynoudio Audience 7 speakers & stands £395
Holes Transcendence 5 Loudspeakers £2900
TDL RTL3 speakers £95
Tanney Westminster Royal HE speakers £9995
Mordaunt Short MS 902 speakers £99

Pre-amps:
Nairn Noe 92 with Nop 90/3 amp £595
Proceed PAV pre-amp £995
Mork Levinson 26S balanced pre-amp £2500
Mork Levinson ML28 with phono stage £995
Audionote M8 pre-amp with phono stage (£19,500)
Audionote Zero remote control pre-amp (new) £695

Amplifiers:
Audionote Neira mono-blocks £5495
Mork Levinson ML383 integrated amp £2995
Closse CA20 l amp £1995
Arcam Alpha BP power amp £195
Karo Triode l OOSB £3500
Mork Levinson 432 Power Amp £4995
Mork Levinson 20.5 Reference Monoblocks £4500
Exposure l 5 integrated amp £345
Mork Levinson ML33H monoblocks £POA
Audionote Kegon monoomps, mint (£28,000) £11995

CD Players, Transports and DACs:
Denon DCD 590 CD player £60
Sony CDP M4 l CD player £60
Micromego Drive 3/dAC1 £495

Miscellaneous:
Hitachi FT5500 Mkl l tuner £125
Sony ST-SE570 tuner £60
Technics ST-GT550 tuner £65
Winds stylus gouge £425
Transparent Musicwove-plus speaker cable l Oft, pair £425
Nordost Red Down SE interconnect £150
Mandrake balanced interconnect £295
JPS 'The Power Plus' 2m power coble
Sony FM/AM ST-SE370 Tuner £75

Turntables, Cartridges and Tonearms:
Audio Tekne cartridge with step-up transformer
My Sonic Eminent cartridge (new) £2750
Project 9c S carbon fibre silver wired arm £375
Trichord Delphini phono stage £250

Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Villetri speakers, SME, 
Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.definltiveaudio.co.uk
stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com


hifisound by enthusiasts, tor enthusiasts in the North East
hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 lTE. Tel: 01325 241888 Email: choice@hifisound.co.uk 

NEW DEMONSTRATORS INCLUDE: AYRE ACOUSTICS 7 EVOLUTION SERIES, CHORD ELECTRONICS CHORAL RANGE, WAD/A 302, 
USHER DANCER 8571 MK2Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Atacama, Audio Analogue, AVI, Ayre Acoustics, Chord Cable, Chord Electronics, Consonance, Creaktiv, Custom Design, Esoteric, Grado, lsotek, Kudos, Monitor Audio, Nbien, Neat, Opera, Pathos, Primare, Pure, Resolution Audio, Revolver, Roksan, Shanling, Siandesign Sugden, System Audio, TEAC, Triangle, Unison Research, Usher Audio, Van Den Hui, Wadia and more!

... what are you up for?
Digital

Advantage CDS1, ex boxed BARGAIN!!!
Arcam C072T,black REDUCED
Arcam fN79 REDUCED
Arcam CD192 (Upgraded 82), as new boxed 
Arcamm CD23 Silver, excellent
Mo Analogue Maeslro 192124 ex dem 
Audiomeca Mephisto transport, ex boxed remote 
Audio Synthesis TransceOO Ref/Dax Discrete Var. 
AVI 20 Refetence CD player REDUCED 
AVI 20 DAC very rare off board unit REDUCED 
Ayre Acoustics CX7, as new boxed, beautiful 
Cambnclge Audio ^C, ex remote boxed 
Chord DAC64, superb upgrade
Consonance CD Rei 2.2, ex dem boxed 
Consonance CD120 Linear ex dem bargain 
c. b v" CD266, ex remote new laser 
y-i'.;:. Ouanra,cJw tuner, UNDER HALF PRICE! 
Esoteric CNSOS new, full warranty, LAST ONE! 
Heart CD20). modded tube player boxed 
Krell KAV300CD, as new boxed
Marant CD17 Kl Signature, excellent 
Marant DR6CX recorder cJw remote 
Meridian 20 563 DAC upgraded to 566, ex 
Meridian 200 Transport excellent order 
Meridian 203 DAC excellent
Micromega DACl excellent
Micromega T-drive and Mac nr mint boxed 
Monarchy DIP vgc REDUCED
Musical Fidelity X24K REDUCED
Musical Fidelity Kw SACD as new REDUCED AGAIN 
Musical Fidelity X^Ray, excellent, OOxed REDUCED 
Musical Fidelity 3.2, nr mint boxed 
NAIM CD3, ex boxed with remote 
NAIM COSX, as new
NVA Transparent Statement, ex crated REDUCED 
Proceed PDT2, nr mint boxed REDUCED 
Shanling CDT100, excellent order 
Shanling CDTSO as new
Stello OA200DAC/PRE, 24/192 Upsampling, WOW!
Stello CDA200SE , a STEAL
Stello CDA320 (new £1650), as new boxed
Sugden Bijou CD Maste. . .
TACT Audio CD?. a;:: boxed 
TAG Mclaren DAC20, as new boxed 
TAG Mclaren CD20R, as new boxed 
TEAC PI, rare as Mega Transport 
TEAC VROS9, excellent, remote 
Trichord Pulsar DAC, as new (£2800!)

Radio and Recorders
AVI Lab Series vgc,ex dem
AVI S2000Tunervgcboxed REDUCED
Harman Kardon TU970 CA:rM N;;
Linn Kudos excellent 
NakamichiCAlE 
Pure 701 ES, new 
Quad 99, as new boxed 
Rega Radio REDUCED 
Revox B760, excellent 
Sony mES DAB Tuner 
Technics STG1000 superb and very rare DAB tuner 
Technics SJMD150, sought after minidtsc rerorder
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249 
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249
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Amplifiers
Accoustic Aris Amp 1 ex, boxed
Accoustic Arts Amp 2HP ex, boxed
Accoustic Ans Pre 1 and Pow 1, excellent, £6k + new
Arcam Alpha FMJ C30 Preamp ex Ooxed REDUCED
Arcam ASS ex boxed REDUCED
Arcam A32, ex silver clw remote
Arcam P35,ex silver
Audio Research LS7 Preamp
Audio Research D130 Powerer, ex
Audio Research D70 Power, ex REDUCED
Audio Research SP12 Pre, ex REDUCED
Audio Research SP14 Pre, ex REDUCED
Audio Synthesis Desire Monoblo^s, one off beauties
Audio Valve Eciipse Preamp, ex boxed
Audio Valve Baldur 200 Monoblocks - incredible (£10k new) 
AVI S2000 Integrated, fantastic one box solution REDUCED 
Cairn Mea Monoblocls, ex in silver
Cairn Ion T2 Moooblocts, mint in bac<
Conrad Johnson PVlWremierl 1a, as new boxed
Consonance Signature 10, v lovely 2A3 valve integrated 

Ref 8 8 cJw remote. uses 6550s to great effect 
.in.... SA 12 Hybrid power,ex boxed,v nice indeed

Cyrus 5 Integrated, ex boxed REDUCED
Cyrus 7 Integrated, ex OOxed
Graat WBT2 and 50/50 Pre/Power combo, ex boxed
Ill MASO/MA100/MA100 Pre/Power x2 lovely combo NOW
Krell KSA1005, just fantastic
Krell KAV300i, excellent boxed
Krell KAV400xi, excellent boxed
Linn Koleklor,excellent
Linn Kairn Pro, excellent boxed,
Linn LK100 power. ex boxed REDUCED
Linn LK140 power,ex
L!nn Maiik, ex, cJw remote, bargain Linn intro, REDUCED 
Linn LK85, excellent
Linn Klout, excellent
Macintosh MA6500 lntegrated, ex, remote, boxed
Marant PM66SE Kl Signature, excellent with remote
Marant MA500 Monoblboks
Musical Fidelity A3cr PreJPower combo, vgc
Musical Fidelity The Preamp REDUCED
Musical Fidelity M3 Nu Vista lntpgrated, ex boxed 
NAIM 72/180/HICAP pretpowerlps combo REDUCED 
NAIM 92/90 pre/power combo,ex boxed, REDUCED
NAIM NAC32.5pre REDUCED .
NA:M NAP140 Olte. boxed, REDUCED AGAIN
Quad 909 Power. excellent boxed
Quad 606 Mk1 Power
Quad 50 Mocobto&s REDUCED
Quad 44 Preamp, 405 and 40512 Pcwer amps NOW trom 
Quad 33f303. vgc for year fully serviced
Rogers E20a. integrated valve amp, v nice indeed 
Ro!hwell lndus pre and Reflection monos, ex boxed 
Rote! RC995 superb preamp with system remote REDUCED 
Rotel RA03 rntegrated, ex boxed
Rotel RMB1066, 6 channel, ex Ooxed
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pre IL and Power 1, BARGAIN!
Stello DW00OAC/PRE . 24/192 Upsampling, WOW!
Stello M200 Monobkx:ks
Sugden AUZi Po„en «go in black
TAr^beren PAW, as new boxed quality pre
TAG Mclaren 60P Power amp, as new boxed 
Tube Tedmokigy Prophet Pre excellent Call
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1399 
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249 
349

Speakers
Acoustic Energy AE2, ex Wack
Acoustic Energy Aegis EVO 3 in Maple as new
Audioiovecior M3 Sig. active crossovers, new £4k+, amazing
AVI Positron Mk2 in Walnut Burr REDUCED
AVI NuNeutron, call lot details
B&WCDM2SE
B&W 704, excellent boxed
Castle Richmond 3, excellent boxed
Celestion SL6, OK condition with stands
Celeron SL6S, excellent example or seminal standmount 
Ouevel Bella Luna, details to follow
JM Lab Chorus 714, excellent boxed
KEF 01, as new walnut
KEF 05, cosmetically challenged in black ash, CHEAP!
Linn Keltik, absolute bargain!
Limn lsobarik, excellent
Living Voice Auditorium. ex boxed
Martin Logan Aerius, ex ix»ed......................................._
M= FRx9, boxed in beech c/w active subs, mega! NOW 
Mission 752F, in rose^d excellenl
Monitor Audio GS20 as new
Monitor Audio Radius 270 excellent
Monitor Audio GA10 nr mint boxed in silver REDUCED
Monitor Audio ASS, ex dem in cherry
Monitor Audio Bronze Range end of line stock NEW 
Monsoon Audio FPF1000 excellent, ribbondipoles NOW 
NAIM Credo.excellent OOxed in cherryCa
Nbien DX5 Standmount ex dem, boxed NOW
Neat Acoustics Motive 3 Cherry, as new boxed
Neat Acoustics Petite 3 SE cJw Ultimatum bass drivers NOW
Proac Studio 150 cherry REDUCED
QUAD 11L Standmount. • REDUCED NOW FROM
ReYOlver R33 ex dem, well revised bargain
Revolver RW16, excellent cheny boxed
Sonus Faber Concerto c/w SF Stands
Spendor S3/5 nr mini boxed in cherry
Spendor LS3/5a,intad
Sper.dor BC3, Due in
Tandberg Studio Monitor Large!
Usher Audio S320 as new
Usher Audio R737, ex dem
Usher Audio 8871mk2, call for details
WAD KLS9 W, professional CNC cabs REDUCED

Accessories/Systems
Audioquest Python RCA 1m REDUCED
AVI S2000 • Ref CO,Tuner, Integrated • Save loads!!!
Chord Anthem RCA 1m
Chard Chorus RCA 1m
Chord Indigo, as new save loads!
HKardonAVA635-was£1000
lsotek Nova, cancelled order SAVE LOADS
JBL Control 1, Cheaper than Mr Richer
Linn Classik K with onboard tuner, as oew boxed
Musical Fidelity X10Dv3 excellent
Musical Fidelity Xcanv3 as new
NaimHicaponginal
Nairn Heap in olive
Stello CDT200, DP200 and pair M200 monos. (£5k+ new)
TEAC CRH255 One box mini with DAB, new
TEAC DV20D DVD payer and AG7D 6.1 amp x/d save £150
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Analogue
Anston AD80, wood finish ex condition
Anston ROSO, back finish ex cooditioo
Anston RD11S rJw Infinity Back Wdow, excellent 
Clearaudio Ref, TOI arm. Aerare can, (new £8880)
Clearaudio Sman phono excellent little thing
Clearaudio Matrix cleaning mlc
Clearaudio Exact Stylus
Qearaudio Ambient cJw

9au?e „. . ...................
3a^n Satisfy arm (£3200 new)

Dyn^tor, DV20, excellent minimal use 
Eectrocompnmiet EPl, mm/me, Lynwood pls. NOW ONLY 
JBE SlateSenes 3IMiscionn4 rare as...
Kinboaw Perrceplon phonostage and p/s
LFD MMO Phono stage 
hnn LP12. lttokLVll 
ljnn LP12. OL DC Kit 
Linn LP12,Valhalla, no arm 
Lm lttok 12", VERY VERY RARE ITEM, REDUCED 
Um LP12. LVX arm, ggo order
Manticore Mantra, RB250. excellent bargain
Michell iSOlliera. excellent groundteaking phooo stage 
Michell OOrbe, full version AC motor
Michell Transcnptors Reference HydraulicJFluid arm, NOW 
Michell Tecnoarm, excellent boxed
Missionn4 original arm
MAM Source, cJw large pls, REDUCED
Musical Fidelity XLPS, original tube as new boxed
Musical Fidelity XLPv3, excellenl
NAIM Stageline, excellent
Oracle Delphi 3, excellent bargain
Oracle Delphi 3 withOL kit
Origin Live Ultra dedk with oft OOard p/s SME cut NOW 
Origin Live OL1 with stub mod and full rewire
Onoton MC25FL. excellent boxed
Ortolon Kontrapunkt B. excellent
Ortolon MC20 Supreme. excellent boxed
PinkTiangle LPT/RB250, the best Ive seen
Pink Triangle PT1 „ _ _
Projcot F.PM5,!!cetlent ex dem
PrarOject Classic Cherry, ex cJw G1042 cart, REDUCED 
Project Tube box, MINT as new. boxed 
Rega A8300, excellent
Roksan Xerxes, cJw R8300 excellent
Roksan Xerxes, ex m stunning rosewood, SME cuI, NOW 
Ro= Radius f as new REDUCED
SME 3009. exrceMent boxed
SME IV excellent 
Systemdek 1X90.
Tedlrucs^SL120SME3009
Twhnra SL121^k2 lightdomeslic use only
Thorens T0124. ex
Thorens T0120 boxed. REDUCED
Thorens TD125/SME3009. REDUCED
Thorens TD120V aware vgc, REDUCED 
Tom Evans Micrpgrcove, ex dem 
Transcnptors Saturn, fair, NOW ONLY 
Transcnptors SkeletonNesligal, REDUCED 
Tnchord Delphmi and pls
Tnchord Dablo, add on Never Connected PSU ex dem 
Trichord Diablo, add on PSU1 ex dem 
\btfJ Wlfd, Helius Onon excellent r)w of!board p/s 
\k:/td Valotexcellen! c/w o^ardp/s 
VPI 16.5 Cleaning Machine. call for details
VPI Scout, t1w JMW arm, ex boxed
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Tel 0845 6019390 lo-call, or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
Quality hifi equipment always required for cash ... Call us before you trade in ... Commission Sales too

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CALL TO SPEAK TO A REAL PERSON TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5-SH

turntableworld!
Aesthetix Rhea - the best phono stage you will ever hear?

SME 20/2a - the one you always wanted. Graham Phantom - really not that scary - Moth, VPI, Clearaudio RCMs - what a differenceOur Dern facilities offer a wide selection of all types of analogue equipment from all the best brands including...Aesthetix, Clearaudio, Decent Audio, Dynavector, Tom Evans, Goldring, Grado, Graham, Hadcock, Lyra, Michell, Moth, Nottingham Analogue, Origin Live, Ortofon, Project, Roksan, Rothwell, Graham Slee, Shure, SME, Sumiko, Transfiguration, Trichord, Whest Audio and Wilson Benesch and VPI.
fUTnfab/eWOTld/ is at hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darlington DL3 7TE

Tel 01325 241888 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

mailto:choice@hifisound.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk
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Was Now
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 22 Bit Balanced S/H 3500 1799
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 22 Bit Single ended S/H 2999 1499
Densen Beat400 XS x demo 2600 1499
dCS Verdi La Scala transport/Upsampler x-demo 
dCS Elgar Plus Firewire IEE1394 DAC x-demo

9500 4999
9500 4999

dCS P8i SACD/CD/DSD Player x-demo 6995 3999
Kreil SACD Standard x-demo 3998 2995
Kreil KPS20i/L CD/Processor S/H 14995 3299
Musical Fidelity Nu Vista CR 3D Player S/H 2999 1699
Orpheus labs One DAC with anagram x-demo 3150 1799
Orpheus labs Zero CD player x demo 
Primare V10 CD/DVD Player x-demo

4600 2999
795 499

Sugden masterclass CD x demo 2700 1999
Sony CDP X94O SACD Player S/H 549 249
Theta Generation V Balanced S/H 6290 1299
Theta Pro Basic II DAC with Oscom/Balanced S/H 2990 695
Wadia 302 Black x-demo 4000 2999

Crown Jewel Ltd Edition MC Cartridge 100hrs 2650 1499
Clearaudio Emotion Turntable Package X-demo 650 499
Dynavector DV17d2 MKII S/H 599 299
Heed Audio Orbit 1 TT PSU New & Boxed 225 179
Kuzma Stabi/Stogi S Turntable New& Boxed 
Lehmann Audio Black Cube SE S/H

N/A 1399
499 285

Me Cormack Micro Drive Phono Stage S/H 650 399
Rega P2 /Bias Turntable S/H
Roksan Xerxes Alphason Xenon XPSII S/H

270 179
N/A 549

Trichord Dino MM/MC S/H 499 299

Audio Analogue Bellini Remote Preamplifier X-demo 625 399
Audio research LSI Hybrid Preamplifier S/H 1798 649
Audi research LS16 Remote/Balanced S/H 2999 1699
Conrad Johnson PVIObL valve Preamplifier x-demo 1299 799
Conrad Johnson PV14L Remote controlled valve x-demo 2399 1750
Conrad Johnson Premier 18LS x-demo 4000 1999
Convergent Audio CAT SL1 Signature Black S/H 6000 2299
Densen B200 Preamplifier S/H 1100 799
Krell KRC HR preamplifier S/H 6898 2499
Orpheus Two Preamplifier x-demo 3200 1999
Roksan L1 Preamp (requires PSU) S/H 2299 995
Roksan L1.5 Preamplifier (requires PSU) S/H 
Sugden masterclass Preamplifier x-demo

2699 1299
2300 1599

Spectral DMC 30s Reference Preamplifier x-demo 7600 4999
Spectral DMC30s Reference Preamplifier S/H 6995 3499

1050 599
Audio Research CL60 Re Built S/H N/A 1299
Audio Research VM22O Valve mono Amplifiers x-demo 9000 7499
Audio research VT100MKIII Valve Power Amplifier S/H 
Bel Canto EVO 200.2 Class T stereo power S/H

6400 3999
2499 995

Bel canto EVO2 Genii x-demo 2899 1899
Conrad Johnson MV60 SE Valve Amplifier S/H 2500 1895
Conrad Johnson Premier 350SA x demo 8000 5999
Cyrus2 / PSX Amplifier PSU S/H N/A 229
Densen Beat 340 x-demo 1800 999
Densen beat 350 monos x-demo 5200 3999
Densen beat300xs x-demo 1800 999
ECS EA1 latest spec upgrade monos S/H 
Electrocompaniet AW220 Stereo Power Amplifier S/H

5000 2999
1499 749

Graaf GM20 OTL Mono Valve Amplifiers S/H 2999
Orpheus Three power amplifier x-demo 1799
Pathos Model One Version II x-demo 1299 879
Roksan S1.5 stereo power amplifier silver S/H 1495 599
Roksan DS1.5 PSU Silver S/H 695 299
Roksan DS4 PSU Black S/H 495 179
Spectral DMA100s Amplifier x-demo 4850 2250
Spectral DMA25ÛS Amplifier S/H 4999
Sugden masterclass monos x demo 6600 4999

ATC SCM12 Cherry S/H 1000 649
Audio Physic Yara Monitor Cherry x-demo 549 399
Audio Physic Spark 2 maple X-demo 1699 1199
JM Lab Micro Utopia Classic x-demo 4700 3750
JM tab Chorus 714s Style x-demo 479 349
JM lab Electra 927 be Anniversary last pair! New 2800 2400
JM Lab Sib XL x5 Grey S/H 1000 499
Martin Logan Aeon 1 Oak BNIB 3189 2400
Neat Ultimatum MF7 S/H 6999 3500
Pen Audio Rebel 2 x-demo 995 699
Pen Audio Charm Active Subwoofer x-demo 1995 999
ProAc Response 2.5 Mahogany S/H
ProAc Tablette Reference 8 Signatures YEW S/H

2700
925

1299 
749

Revel F50 Performa In Sycamore S/H
Sonus faber Concertino Home Piano lacquer S/H

6500 3299
699 399

Sonus Faber Leather Stands, fixed height, x-demo 310 199
Spendor S3 Cherry S/H 599 379

Atacama 50cm Sand filled stands S/H 179 69
Audio Note 2x5ft bi wired AN Spa Speaker cable S/H 599 299
Audio Note 1m ANVx AES/EBU balanced Digital S/H 165 99
BCD Engineering 1000 Table 4 tier S/H 1650 899
Cogan Hall Intermezzo EMD 0.75m RCA S/H N/A 99
Cardas Cross 1.5m RCA-RCA S/H 550 299
Cardas Golden Cross 1.5m balanced S/H 940 499
Cardas Golden Cross 1.5m Balanced S/H 940 499
Cardas Golden Cross 2.5m bi wired speaker cable S/H 1700 799
Madrigal MDC1 1m AES/EBU 110ohm Digital Cable new boxed 420 249
Nordost Shiva 2m mains cable x-demo 220 175
Nordost Vishnu 2m mains cable S/H 449 299
Nordost Vishnu 2m mains cable S/H 449 299
Nordost Valhalla 1m RCA-RCA Interconnect S/H 2195 995
Siltech LS188 Classic 2x3m Silver & Gold Speaker cable BNIB 3950 2995
Siltech Signatures G5 0.50m AES/EBU balanced Digital cable S/H 
Siltech SPX2O 1m IEC-Shuko Mains cable x-demo

420 179
199 95

Sound Organisation Record Rack with CD insert S/H N/A 40
Spectral MI33O 2m RCA BINB 349
Spectral MI-350 20ft Interconnect RCA-RCA x-demo 799
Spectral MI35O 1m RCA-RCA S/H 1500 499
Spectral Z Chord III 2m mains cable x-demo 999 499
Spectral AC1 Z Cord 2m mains cable S/H 1500 499
Transparent Music Link Ultra 1m RCA-RCA S/H 998 499
Transparent Music Link Ultra 2m RCA-RCA S/H 1129 579
Transparent Music Wave Plus 2x 7.62m x-demo 1199 599
Voodoo Airtek platform Small size S/H 200 99
Western Electric 300b Vatves 1 Pair NEW 650

Densen Beat 800 AM/FM Tuner x demo 850 599
Magnum Dynatab FTR remote/Tuner for Etude S/H 395 199
Isotek Substation special version S/H 795
Isotek Qube2K S/H 1495 849
PS Audio Ultimate Outlet S/H 328 169
Sudgen R21 AM/FM Tuner x-demo 875

Midland Audio X-change are looking for Audio Research, Kreil , Mark Levinson ,, Naim Audio, SME, Wadia.

Midland Audio X-change are looking for 
Audio Research, Kreil, Mark Levinson, Naim Audio, SME, Wadia, 
e-mail: sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 

web: www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

MIDLAND AUDIO XCHANGE

For effective marketing 
of your second-hand kit

t: 01562 731100 f: 01562 730228 m: 07721 605966
THE OLD CHAPEL, FORGE LANE, BELBROUGHTON, DY9 9TD

please contact 
James Rhodes-Baxter 

S 0207 042 4260
james.rhodes-baxter@futurenet.co.uk

mailto:sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
http://www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
mailto:james.rhodes-baxter@futurenet.co.uk


THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG Private ads [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer .

FOR SALE
Hill

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town 
or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to: 
dan.george@futurenet co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi 
Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 
6NW. Please note that this service s open to private advertisers only.

AMERICAN MAGAZINES (49) The Perfect Vision, the Absolute Sound, Surround Professional, Widescreen Review and Stereophile Guide to Home Theater. Buyer collects, make an offer for the lot. Scottie 07762 021618 (Sussex).
ARCAM BR integrated amp, 8P power amp, B&W DM602 S2 standmount speakers, £450, or may split. 07710 737232 (East Lothian).
ARCAM DIVA CD72 CD player. 24-bit DAC, CD Text. What-Hi-Fi? Awards product of the year 2001.Excellent condition, boxed with remote/manuals, £250ono. 020 8907 3246 (London) 
AUDIOSYNTHESIS Transcend CD transport, £1,350. Perpetual technologies PIA/P3A modright signature II power supply upgrade, £l,l50ono. All items mint and boxed. 01455 212362 or 07795 671932 (Warks).
AVI TRIO excellent floorstanding speakers. Almost new, series nrl3-07. Components from Scanspeak-Vifa- Volt. Available for tests with or without your electronics, cherry colour £1,800. +0039 022150930 or email fedepenzo@hotmail.com (Italy).
B&W DM601 S3 speakers, unmarked, as new condition in sorrento. Boxed etc, E 180. Apollo Olympus 50cm stands, mint work very well with B&Ws, £35. May deliver, readvertised due to time waster. Chris 01766 781211 (Harlech).
B&W 604 S3 black, four months old, boxed, mint condition, (£800) £600. Thomas 07835 056237 (Notts)
B&W 704 in rich American Walnut. 18 months old, perfect condition and boxed, £800. Nairn 

flatcap x2, 10 months old, only powered CD player, perfect condition, boxed, £400 delivered in UK. 07729 458836 (Northern Ireland)
BONNEC TIMPANO preamp with phono stage. Latest spec, £3,500. Linn Klout power amps x2. Can split, £850 each. 01704 536852 or 07736 269707 (Merseyside).
CHORD CHAMELION interconnects, lx5m, l x2m phono to phono, idea I for active subs. Can seperate, make me an offer. Buyer collects or pays postage. Scottie 07762 021618 (Sussex).
CYRUS DVD7 mint condition, silver, with Russ Andrews Oak Cone Feet. Excellent sound and picture and fantastic with CD playback. Can demo, £350. 01234 306930 (Bedford) 
CYRUS COB with PSX-R, Audiolab 8000S and 8000PX pre/power, Mission 753 Freedom very good condition, El,500, may split. 07881 601783 (Berks).
DENON CDR-M30 CD recorder £120. Nordost Cineflex speaker cable, 2x6m, £50. Toshiba SD350E DVD player £50. Denon RCD-100 CD/amp/tuner in one box, £175. All excellent condition. 01285 862539 (Cirencester).
EPOS M12 plus Epos original stands, cherry, (£495/ E 130) E299ono. Chord DAC 64 Mkl, (fl,995) £899. Email: pbjernkl@yahoo.co.uk or call Paul 07748 48 5668 (London) 
HARMAN KARDON HK3370 receiver, 70 watts, AM/FM, remote, manual, £50. 020 8979 1484 (Surrey).
GRYPHON CALLISTO 2200 integrated amplifier. 200 watts, vgc, terrific clarity and dynamics.

(£4,500) £2,250. 07968 189647 (London)
KEF 2QDS rear dipole speakers, maple finish, 120 watts. Boxed, excellent condition, warranty, (£400) £200. Yamaha subwoofer YST320, 250 watts, (£375) £200.01782 256087 (Stoke on Trent).
KRELL KAV-250A Two stereo 250 watt power amps in very good condition, owned from new. Single ended and balanced inputs and outputs. (£3,250) £1,600 each. REL Storm Ill in very good condition. Light oak finish, owned from new. Unused since service by REL (fl,000) £500. 01253 729944 evenings. (Lanes).
LINN KLIMAX power amplifier, pair of 500 solos, £6,500. Pair of Chakra 500 twins, £2,750 each. Excellent condition, boxed, interconnects. Call for more info Barrie 01323 487781 (East Sussex).
LINN SONDEK LP12 Lingo PSU, Ittok arm, Dynavector Karat 17D2 (new). All mint and superb sound, £1,250ono. Custom made six-tier equipment rack, spiked top and bottom. Looks great sounds better, (£700) £210. Call for more information Andy 0115 9126424 (Midlands). □
BUYING TIPSBuying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble -have a proper dem, and judge the seller as well as the goodsi

ATLAS OR NORDOST Red Dawn interconnect. 07810 1039008 (Yorks).
AUDIO TECHNICA ATllOO tonearm, will pay £50. 01462 456006 (Herts)
BRYSTON 3BST power amp 01803 523553 (Paignton).
MUSICAL FIDELITY PlSO power amps, will collect, must be vgc.07733 167226 (W.Yorks).
MUSICAL FIDELITY TRI-VISTADAC 21 in mint condition. Willing to pay good price. No scratches or dents please and fully functioning. 07772 291425 ((Tyne and Wear).
PINCH ROLLER part number 642-001 for Ferrograph Series Y open reel tape deck. 01592 750643 (Fife).
PIONEER A300R precision amplifier. 1970's Sugden A21 a.Onyx A021. Nytech. Nairn Nait amp. Inca Tech Claymore.Sonneteer Campion amp. Nordost Red Dawn. 07810 103908 (West Yorkshire).
STAX OMEGA electrostatic earspeakers up to E 1,000 for mint condition example. 01333 311247 (Scotland).
WHARFEDALE 708 speakers 023 8073 8935 (Essex).
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[ 2nd Hand HFFi & Home Cinema Buyer ] Private ads

FOR SALE

□ LUXMAN 0322 CD player 
with variable output, boxed, in as 
new condition with manual and 
remote, £ 150ono. John 07855 
121587 (W.Yorks).
LS3/ SA ORIGINAL BBC 
Chartwell speakers on stands, 
offers. KEF Concerto speakers, 
£80. Marantz CD63 Mkll Kl, 
£175. Kenwood KX-5010 cassette 
recorder, £50. Denon TU660L 
AM/FM tuner, £55. 01865 
882507 (Oxon)
MARANTZ PM66SE amplifier, 
£75. CD52 MKllCD player, £45. 
Trio KTlOOO tuner, vintage 1970, 
professional re-fit in 2005, £70 
0113 2506743 (W.Yorks).
MERIDIAN 200 CD and 203
D to A, pair of Linn Kaber 500 
speakers powered by Linn LKl 
preamp and Dirak power supply. 
Linn LK280 power amp, spark 
power supply, tri-wired, all in 
unmarked condition in original 
boxes. Needs to go, best sensible 
offer secures. 01242 577777 or 
07831 762500 (Cheltenham) 
MERIDIAN M2 active 
loudspeakers, two 70 watt amps 
in each enclosure. Mint with 
original stands. Gladly demo 
bring your own CDs, £425 ovno. 
Leeson H Ll horn loudspeakers,

Above: Cyrus CDS CD-player

r———————————————————————————————————

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us instantly please email dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form 

j below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly 
s also include your telephone number and home town or county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.

Name _ 
Address

Daytime telephone
Date___________  

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:
Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW

mint, and very rare in this 
condition, f375ovno. Call for 
more information 020 8678 
1930 or 07985 520619 
(London).
MICHELL GYRO SE SME IV arm, 
van den Hui One special, Trichord 
Dino phono stage, QC power 
supply, fl,600. AVI Neutron 
speakers, £100. Sony SCD-XE670 
CD player £50, excellent. 07780 
853839 (London)
MUSIC FIRST passive preamp, 
(£1,500) £895. Hegel H2 power 
amp 150 wpc, balanced/unbal 
outputs, (£2,500) £795. Linn 
LP12 turntable, afromosia, no 
arm, vgc £192. 01202 767873 
(Dorset).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC V3 
£275. X-10 v3 £175. X-PSU v3, 
£150. Or all three together, £550. 
01603 440405 (Norwich).
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-PRE V3 
preamp and XP200 power amp, 
mint, boxed, fl,250. Saverio 
01332 843758 (Derbys).
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 Dual
Mono amp, £430. A3.5 CD 
player, £500. A3.2CR power amp, 
£500. All mint condition. Brian 
07747 664742 (Dumfriesshire) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY KW25 
two-box CD player, new boxed,

Advertisement 

superb sound, (£4,000) £3,125. 
Sondek LP12 black, Lingo, Cirkus, 
Attok, Dynavector 17D2 (new) 
mint, fl,200ono. Six-tier 
equipment support spiked top 
and bottom, £175ono. Andy 0115 
912 6424 (Notts).
NAO 524 CD player, £125. T562 
DVD, £125. Both remotes and 
instructions. Optimum 6000AV 
stand, chrome legs, £150. Buyer 
collects 07976 956298 (Devon).
NAIM CDS2/ XPS, 1999, black, 
£3,000. NAC52, 1996, Supercap, 
1998, black, boxed, £3,000.
NAP135 (pair), recapped in 2001, 
boxed, fl,300. 0191 4217905 
(South Shields).
NAIM LINN LP12 (modded) 
Nairn Armageddon power supply.
Nairn Aro tone arm, £750, good 
condition. 01453 750183 
evenings or weekends.
(Gloucester).
NAIM NAC 82 preamp (1999), 
with black style napsc, remote, 
leads, plug-ins, manual, box. Can 
demonstrate, fl,025 ono. 07973 
785360 (Sussex)
QUAD L-SERIES subwoofer, 
boxed, one month old. High gloss 
rosewood finish, 300 watts, 
f450ono. 01580 241491 (Kent).
QUAD 31 I 306 pre/power amp. 
Grey, heavy duty speaker 
connectors and new caps.
Excellent condition, £250 pair. 
0121 382 0145 (Birmingham).
QUAD 99 preamp, £375. 99 FM 
tuner, £350, mint boxed, free 
Thorens TD160 turntable if both 
bought. Spare 99 remote, £20. 
Russ Andrews four-way Yello 
power block, £30. 023 8073 
8935 (Essex)
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QUAD 33/ 303 power amp and 
preamp, with matching Quad 
tuner, all mint condition working 
perfectly, bargain, £295. Luxman 
L30 integrated amp, excellent 
sound, £50+003531 2954076 
(Ireland).
QUADRASPIRE Q4 hi-fi table.
Standard four-shelf in maple 
finish with silver supports, mint, 
£200. 0292 042 6883 (SWales). 
ROTEL SYSTEM; RCD-02 CD 
player, RA-01 amp, (£630) £350, 
silver, two years old. OED Qunex 
3 interconnect, (£40) £20.
Wharfedale 9.1 speakers in beech 
(£180) £95. Only a couple of 
months old. All items boxed, mint 
and can be posted or collected. 
Lee 01384 412234 (West 
Midlands)
RUSS ANDREWS Powerblock 
with Megaclamp, eight sockets, 
one year old, perfect condition, 
£165ono. Audioquest Indigo + 
speaker cable, 2x3mtr pairs, fitted 
with 4mm OED Airloc banana 
plugs. Excellent condition, 
£60ono. Ray 01900 606650 
(Workington).
SONAB OA14, two pairs for spares 
or repair, £100. Leak FM tuner £65. 
Pioneer F91,fll0. Mark, after 
8.30pm 01474 708631 (Kent). 
TOTEM ARRO, Dreamcatcher, 
centre, Lynx dipole, rears. Maple, 
boxed, mint, £1,450. 07891 533084 
(Swansea).
TOTEM DREAMCATCHERS and
Apollo AZ6 stands, maple, six 
months old, as new with guarantee 
boxes and books, (£595) £395. 
01823 401181 (Somerset) 
TOWNSHEND ISOLDA OCT 
speaker cable 2x2.5 metre pair, will 
split, (£300) £150. Also Townsend 
OCT interconnects, un/balanced and 
call 01208 76455 (Bodmin).
VAN DEN HUL FROG moving-coil 
cartridge, £725. New March 2006, 
only 60 hours use. 07729 626598 
(Essex).
WILLIAMS HART mono block 
power amps professionally upgraded 
with remote power supplies and 
upgraded parts; Black Gates, Vishays, 
Shotkkies etc. 90 watts per channel 
plus phono inputs. Mike Booth 
01457 83 4465 (Manchester).
WILSON AUDIO 5.1 Watt/Puppy 
loudspeakers. VGC. Gloss black 
finish, manual and crates, £5,750 
ovno. 01926 653421 (Warwick).
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B&W Bowers&Wilkins

The new B&W 800 Series
Incorporating B&W crossover technology

www.bw800.com

Audio signals are like spring water. The further they flow from their source, the greater the risk to their natural purity and vitality. Like a glass of cool, clear water, fresh from the stream, nothing compares to hearing music with the cleansing clarity it was created with.At B&W, we like to get listeners as close to the source as possible. The signal path in an 800 Series speaker couldn’t be any shorter, simpler or sweeter. By optimising, in every detail, the mechanical design of the drive units, we minimise the need for extra electrical components in the crossover. Less quantity, more quality. Every component we do use is handpicked after painstaking listening tests. Together in the 800 Series crossover, they deliver sound with every original nuance and texture intact.Not all water tastes the same. No other speakers sound like the 800 Series.
Visit our website and order your free DVD
Call+44 (0)1903 221 500

Only 80G Series models with this symbol use 
B&W diamond tweeter technology

http://www.bw800.com
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