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Electra S

Focal JMLab UK 0845 660 2680

When Focal wanted to follow the 
success of the Electra Be range with 
a speaker line with similar attributes 
but at a substantially lower price, the 
challenge seemed at first very difficult.

After all, the Be has proved to be the 
perfect speaker for many music 
lovers - and altering a classic recipe 
does not always guarantee savoury 
results.

In the end, the answer proved very 
simple. Change very little.

A new tweeter; an AUMg alloy unit 
in place of the exotic beryllium dome, 
and a simpler finish choice of Classic 
(left) or Macassar Ebony.

And that's about it - apart from the 
smaller price tag of course.

Simple.

i nfo@focal-uk.com www.focal-uk.com

mailto:nfo@focal-uk.com
http://www.focal-uk.com


Electra Be

Accept no compromise....
Electra 1037 Be 

“ A phenomenal balance of musical virtues”.........
" Somewhere in the design process, someone wound the fun control round towards its end-stop"...
"The results are astounding" ........... .

Hi-Fi + July 2007
'The Focal Electra 1037Be offers superb measured performance ... . That on-room response. one of the best I 

have encountered. Wow!"
"Transients were faster than sharp, approaching the ease, physicality and true speed that lets 

you know . even from down the block or round the corner, that you ?re hearing live music, 
not a recording".
Stereophile July 2007

Electra 1027 Be 

" A beautifully sweet and sparkling top end, suffused with the finest and most 
delicate detail"..

" There's no shortage of deep bass weight or gravitas here"...
" It's a remarkable speaker for the money" ... ------------

Hi-Fi Choice 
Hi-Fi Choice 
Hi-Fi Choice 
HiFi Critic

Feb 2006 - Editors choice award
July 2006 - Best buy
Sept 2006 - Component of the year < £5,000
Dec 2006 - Speaker of choice < £6000

For full reviews please visit our website : www .focal-uk.com
FOCAL

the Spirit of Sound

uk.com
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From the Valleys - to the Universe...
England

Audio Affair
Birmingham B9 4AA
T: 0800 520 0710
www.audioaffair.co.uk
support@audioaffair.co.uk

Fusion
Wickham Market, Suffolk IP13 OAB
T: 01728 748471
www.fusionsv.co.uk
enquiries@fusionsv.co.uk

Oxford Audio Consultants
Oxford 0X1 1JD
Tel: 01865 790879
www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
info@oxfordaudio.co.uk

Synergy AV Ltd.
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1JR
T: 01260-280017
www.synergyav.co.uk
mail@synergyav.co.uk

Northern Ireland
Kronos Audio Visual
Dungannon, Co Tyrone BT70 1AR
T: 028 8775 3606
www.kronosav.co.uk
neil@kronosav.co.uk

Audio Destination
Tiverton. Devon EX16 6BL
T. 01884 243 584
www.audiodestination.co.uk
info@audiodestination.co.uk

Guildford Audio
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2RR
T: 01483 537577
www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk

Progressive Audio
Rainham, Kent ME8 8QY
T: 01634 389004
www.progressiveaudio.co.uk
progressiveaudio@blueyonder.co.uk

The Green Room
Exeter, Devon EX2 8RG
T: 01392 425567
www.thegreenroomav.co.uk
info@thegreenroomav.co.uk

Analogue Seduction
Peterborough PE7 8DD
T: 01733 344768
www.analogueseduction.net
sales@analogueseduction.net

HighEndHiFi.co.uk
Spalding. Lincolnshire PE11 2TA
T: 01775 761880
www.highend-hifi.co.uk
djenvirogroup@btconnect.co.uk

R.J.F Audio Visual
Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8RE
T: 01209 710777
www.truesoundav.com
rjf@btconnect.com

Ultimate Home 
Entertainment Solutions
Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 6YE
T: 0845 678 0787 
www.uhes.co.uk 
sales@uhes.co.uk

Cool Gales Ltd
Bath, Wiltshire BA2 6LU 
T: 0800 043 6710 
www.coolgales.com

.uk admin@coolgales.com

Basically Sound & Vision 
Reymerston, Norfolk NR9 4QD 
T: 01362 820800
www.basicallysound.co.uk 
enquiries@basicallysound.co.

KJ West One
London W1G 8TY
T: 020 7486 8263
www.kjwestone.com 
info@kjwestone.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 
Lincoln, Lincolnshire LN2 1HN 
T: 01522 527397
www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
lincoln@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

VideoTech
Huddersfield, Kirklees HD1 2PT
T: 01484 516670
davidjacques_3@msn.com

Scotland
Kevin Galloway Audio
Kilmarnock, Scotland
T: 01563 574185
www.kevingallowayaudio.co.uk
info@kevingallowayaudio.co.uk

Matt's HiFi - Salisbury 
Charlton-AII-Saints, 
Wiltshire SP5 4HQ 
T: 01725 513510 
www.mattshifi.co.uk 
sales@mattshifi.co.uk

Cymbiosis
Leicester LE1 5AW
T: 0116 262 3754
www.cymbiosis.com
peter@cymbiosis.com

Music Matters, Solihull
Solihull.
West Midlands B92 8JL
T: 0121 742 0254
www.musicmatters.co.uk
soiihull@musicmatters.co.uk

Visit:
Phone:
Email:

LEEMA ACOUSTICS

www.Ieema-acoustics.com 
+44 (0)1938 811900 

info@leema-acoustics.com

beautifully engineered sound
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Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a product

Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, interviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers from the UK and around the world.

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information-------------------

Each Ultimate Group Test is conducted using a uniquely thorough 
three-step test regime. This consists of carefully controlled 'blind' and 
sighted listening sessions, a full set of laboratory tests and extended 
'hands on' testing by the primary reviewer. No other magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensure accurate comparative reviews.

Cherry-picked kit - only— 
the most worthy 
components make it into 
Hi-Fi Choice

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside--------------------------

We only review the most interesting and worthy new hi-fi 
components - high-performance audio products across a wide 
range of price points. We obtain more genuine hi-fi exclusives 
than any other magazine - if it's worthy of your attention, you'll 
read about it first in Hi-Fi Choice.

Our tests are the most rigorous in the business, conducted by the 
UK's most experienced team of hi-fi reviewers.

Alongside in-depth component reviews and accessory round-ups, 
every regular issue of Hi-Fi Choice features an Ultimate Group 
Test on a core hi-fi product category - from source components 
to amps and speakers.

Components that best meet our exacting standards are listed 
in the Buyer's Bible section - the world's most reliable reference 
guide for the hi-fi buyer.

Richard is a professional musician, recording engineer and a highly knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boot He has a knack for writing about complicated subjects in a readable way - and he only writes for HFC.

With more than 40 years as an enthusiast under his belt, Jimmy is one of the country's best known hi-fi experts. His knowledge of system matching, hi-fi tweaking and record collecting is unmatched in the industry.

Beautiful in-house---------  
photography, so you see 
the product in all its glory

Alvin has been writing about his obsession for more than 20 years. In that time he has contributed his encyclopaedic knowledge to almost every hi-fi periodical you can think of (and several more besides).

That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...
The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

We now publish 13 issues a year including a special edition, 
The Hi-Fi Awards - the most important annual awards in the 
hi-fi calendar. We also produce The Collection, a separate 
stand-alone special edition for the newsstand, dedicated to 
the finest hi-fi on the planet.

Former editor of Hi•Fi 
Review magazine, Malcolm was one of the best known and most outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 1990s. He currently edits hi-fi industry bible The 
British Audio Journal.

A highly experienced journalist, Dominic's sharp ears and retail experience area valuable mix for HFC. Each month, Dom dispenses priceless second-hand buying advice that always comes in handy.

A former HFC editor. Paul has been writing about his beloved hi-fi hobby for nearly 30 years. In that time he has become one of the world's most respected scribes and probably the UK's foremost loudspeaker reviewer.

Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be found in the wilds of Sussex indulging himself with the very best hi-fi money can buy. His own system is simply sensational and his love of music knows no bounds.

Alan began his journalistic career in the early 1990s. Now a successful freelancer, you too can benefit from his extensive hi-fi knowledge, from purist two-channel stereo to the latest multichannel gear... and beyond.

Comprehensive in-depth 
reviews - we give you the 
full story

Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most 
thorough, no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

Wooden it be nice?

Dan George Editor

Despite vinyl being declared ‘dead’ over the years, it has endured all 
manner of threats and this month we celebrate its staying pnwer with two 
key turntable features. Our cover star is Funk’s incredible Saffire, the new 
top-of-the-range turntable from a man with an impeccable background in 
vinyl - Arthur Khoubesserian, formerly of Pink Triangle fame.

We’ve also put together a definitive turntable Ultimate Group Test featuring 
the key players in the market, at the sensible side of £1,500. 
With our unique, three-step, in depth test and measurement programme, 
you can be assured of verdicts you can trust, from the most experienced 
hi-fi experts in the business.

There’s just time to highlight two other key exclusives in this issue; 
Cambridge Audio’s phenomenal high-end 040E/040W pre/power amp and 
Yamaha’s retro-cool CD-S2000 CD/SACD player and A-S2000 amplifier; two 
reviews that make fascinating reading.

The question is particularly pertinent in the current climate, with the 
swift decline in sales of CDs and CD players. With the big names in hi-fi 
moving towards a hard-disk future, it’s interesting to debate the popularity 
and longevity of the silver disc. Will it fade away only to enjoy a renaissance 
like vinyl, or will it remain the dominant music carrier for computer-shy 
generations who have accumulated CDs in the billions? Only time will tell.

What audio format do you hold most dear? Is it vinyl or 
CD? - nr given the choice, would you plump for the 
extra resolution of SACD or even DVD-Audio? Your 
choice is likely to be influenced by a number of factors; 
your age, your position on analogue versus digital and 
your perception nf what simply sounds ‘right’.

HI-FI CHOICE AUGUST 2008 ISSUE 309
Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW a +44 (0)20 7042 4000

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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Buy or sell your hi-fi in our special second-hand section...124 2nd-hand shootout -this issue, turntables around E 1,500128 FREE Readers' classifieds

IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS

Kudos S5064

SOURCE COMPONENTS

42465052

7173

8285

929498101

How to subscribeBack issues

Funk Firm Saffire turntable Yamaha A-52000 integrated amp/CD-52000 CD/SACD player Epos M5i/M l6i loudspeaker Cambridge 840E/840W

Ultimate guide to high-performance hi-fi and AV equipment, gathering together all our favourite products for youYour shortlist starts here...

Our regular information service, including back issues, dealers guide, and the latest subscription offer

TURNTABLES £600-£1,30070 Clearaudio Emotion/Satisfy/Aurum

CD players DVD players Vinyl Radio tuners

Funk V/RB250/Denon DL103Michell TecnoDec/RB250/Denon DL 103
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TASKER
TEAC's DR-HJOO DAB.
DVD/DAB Receiver - HDMI output with upscaling 
to I 080i and a USB input for MP3.
This little box of magic is a real multi-tasker! HDMI 
interface delivers superb digital quality pictures to your TV with 
matching sound quality. It also delivers music from almost any 
source: CD, DVD, Hybrid CD or DiVX Disc, MP3 files on a 
USB memory stick plus crystal clear DAB radio. Another 
winner from TEAC, it's all you'll ever need to go beyond your 
audio and visual expectations.

Don't just take our word for it:

^^
*****

"...it sounds better than everything else. 
And we're not talking 'slightly' here: 
we're talking 'lots'." Sept 2007 *****

★ ★★★★

"Involving, weighty and detailed sound 
with CDs and radio; comprehensive 
specification." May 2007 *****

"Unbeatable value for money. Quality." 
Oct 2007 *****

www.teac.co.uk
Call on 0845 130251 I

The leaders in digital music

TEAC

http://www.teac.co.uk
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PRIMALUNA PROLOGUE EIGHT •••

The world's first valve-based data clocking system in a CD player

Fiori king valves in a CD player is nothing new, but tubular 
expert PrimaLuna has taken the product to new levels with its 

Prologue Eight player. In addition to using valves in the output stage 
(the usual place to insert valves in a CD player), the Prologue Eight 
sports the world's first valve-based data clocking system.

Called the Super Tube Clock, this proprietary system builds on the 
standard clocking chip - an electronic oscillator that is used to 
generate a timing reference signal. It is an element that is critical to 
CD player design, as it is used to synchronise the data being taken off 
the disc and adds a low-noise mini-triode valve in the digital clock 
signal chain. But, don't assume that the use of valves means the player 
is behind the times, as it features a state-of-the-art Burr-Brown 
SRC4192 192kHz sample-rate converter, coupled to a 24-bit/192kHz 
PCM1792 digital converter.

The dual-mono, zero-feedback output stage is also distinctly hollow
state, with a 12AX7 and 12AU7 valve and even a valve-rectified power 
supply for each channel; a concept adapted from the Prologue Three 
preamp. It's not simply the valve section that makes a difference; the 

player also sports, custom-designed isolation transformers to separate 
the analogue and digital devices - which is claimed to reduce signal 
degradation. High-quality resistors, MOSFETs and Solen capacitors are 
used throughout the CD player, too. As well as bringing high-end 
' cred' to the design, the audiophile-grade components are suggested 
to yield superior transient response, detail and channel separation.

The finish also manages to combine businesslike and elegant in one 
typically Prima Luna stroke. The hand-rubbed, high-gloss finish is 
available with a silver or black faceplate and a quick-release, classy 
tube cage is also included. A heavy-gauge, anodized, brushed- 
aluminum remote handset which controls all important CD 
operations plus key functions of other Primaluna components - is 
supplied with rubber rings on both ends to protect furniture. The Eight 
joins the Primaluna range of valve integrated and pre/power amps 
and forms a major part of Pistol Music, a division of Primaluna's UK 
importer/distributor Absolute Sounds. The PrimaLuna Eight will be 
subject to a full review in Hi-Fi Choice soon, don't miss it' 
Price l I.'>90 Due now m020 8971 3909 ® www.primaluna.nl
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A New Era 
for Audio

Red Reference CD player 
CPASOOO Pre Amplifier 
SPM 6000 Monoblocks

And for your second home

CPA 3000 Pre Amplifier 
SPM 1050 Stereo 

Power Amplifier

These superb systems have been 
designed as the ultimate audio 
components with our stunning looks 

and truly state of the art design 
utilising ground breaking technologies 
to give the most accurate sound 
reproduction that can be obtained.

O CHORD ®)
Chord Electronics Limited

for more information 
T 01622 721444 

E sales@chordelectronics.co.uk 
W www.chordelectronics.co.uk

mailto:sales@chordelectronics.co.uk
http://www.chordelectronics.co.uk


ADI
Luxury high street marque joins forces with audio specialist

Like its F80 stable-mate, the AD88 can also play DVD-Video discs.
The Alfred Dunhill model raises the bar further still by including an iPod 
docking station. The electronics are housed in a solid die-cast metal base 
plate and the loudspeakers are enclosed in a densely-layered wooden 
cabinet. The display is a new OLED design and Meridian and Alfred 
Dunhill have worked hard to make the button layout (both on the front 
panel and remote control) ergonomically friendly.

But why Dunhill7 Back in April, the Muse SA Group, a Luxembourg
based investment consortium announced that it had acquired a minority 
share in Meridian Audio. The consortium includes a venture capitalist 
subsidiary of Richemont SA, which backs luxury brands like Montblanc, 
Cartier, Purdey... and Alfred Dunhill. Although Meridian has apparently 
turned down design partnership offers within the group, we wouldn't be 
surprised if more luxury branded audio systems sporting Meridian 
engineering excellence follow suit... and a hand-tailored suit at that.
Price £2,000 Due July m 01480 445678 • www.mcridian-audio.com

Not content with bringing high-quality one-box audio to the 
Ferrari set, Meridian now rubs shoulders with British creme-de-la- 

creme, in the guise of luxury lifestyle marque, Alfred Dunhill. Nestling 
alongside Dunhill's elegant range of timepieces (watches), writing 
implements (pens) and North South bags (manbags), the Alfred Dunhill 
AD88 entertainment system (table-top hi-fi) is designed to be as 
understatedly elegant as it is great sounding.

Hand-built in the Meridian factory in Huntingdon, the system is 
finished in polished wood and piano lacquer, in the Alfred Dunhill 
tradition. Beneath the refined exterior lies a 2.1 channel DSP-based 
sound system, using technology taken from Meridian's top-flight 
electronics This DSP not only maximizes the performance of the three 
built-in speakers, but allows the user to fine-tune the performance of the 
AD88 depending on where it is placed. The AD88 also sports a CD 
player, DAfVFM/AM tuner (with a built-in antenna) and a trio of 
amplifiers, each said to be capable of delivering 80 watts.

http://www.mcridian-audio.com
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MUSICAL FIDELITY A1FBP
Musical Fidelity has added a preamp to its Al series, but not a power 
amplifier. This is because the firm would prefer people to use its new high

power 550K and 750K Supercharger amplifiers instead.
The traditionally styled, two-box preamplifier has two fully-balanced line inputs, an 

MM and MC phono tnput, . three single-ended inputs (one of which doubles as a bypass 
for home cinema), a taj'.le .input and output and even a USB input. It also has both 
• ala nee d an d single-ended outputs. The second box of the preamp contains the choke- 
filtered ।tower supply.
Price £1,499 Due August m 020 8900 2866 ©www.musicalfidelity.com

UNISON RESEARCH P40

©
Following in the footsteps of the gorgeous P70 (HFC 302), the new P40 integrated 
amplifier is also an all-valve, push-pull design, delivering 40 watts into six ohms, 
with performance suggested to be comparable to that of a single-ended design. The four- 
input amplifier uses microchip-controlled hermetically-sealed relays on the input selector 

and a double-gang Alps blue potentiometer as the motorised volume control. Featuring an 
ECC83 and ECC82 triodes in the input stage and a pair of the popular EL34 power valves 
in the output, the design sports overspecced output transformers that are said to deliver 
30kHz bandwidth at full output. This new circuit is able to continuously monitor both the 
bias current level and the balance of the two current levels in the two 'arms' of the push
pull circuit, acting automatically to correct the levels as necessary. No manual bias 
adjustment on the part of the user is needed and even when a pair of EL34 valves are 
replaced the adjustment is taken care of automatically. The elegant black glass finish, 
rolled edges and funky remote control help, too. Form an orderly queue.
Price £2,350 Due now m 01753 652669 o www.unisonresearch.com

SONUS FABER CREMONA 
AUDITOR ELIPSA

©
Loudspeakers from the Italian Sonus Faber 
company are always designed to sit at least a 
metre away from 
the rear walls. 

The new Cremona 
Auditor Elipsa 
is the notable 
exception.
Intended as a wall
mounted speaker, 
the Cremona 
Auditor Elipsa 
draws its design 
cues from the 
Stradivari Homage, 
with its distinctive 
eliptical cabinet.

The Elipsa features a 25mm 
ring-radiator tweeter and a l 50mm wood fibre cone 
mid-bass unit. The rear-ported, solid-wood cabinet 
comes in natural maple and light graphite options.

Sonus Faber has designed the Cremona Auditor Elipsa 
to work comfortably on a bookshelf, but it also comes 
with a wall-mounting kit.
Price £2,690 j'.ler j'.lair Due now m 020 8971 3909 

•• www.sonusfaber.com

THORENS MINI AND JUBILEE

©
Most of us might be happy with a card and a 
birthday cake, but not Swiss turntable expert

Thorens. To recognise the company's 125 years in the 
music business, Thorens has announced the Jubilee 
turntable. This 
platter spinner 
is called "a turntable 
without limits" in the 
corporate blurb.
Certainly, weighing in 
at 58kg, the deck iS 
appeals not to .
have much in 
the way of a 
weight limit. The
heavily damped turntable is said to 
incorporate four independent 'levels of operation'.

The Thorens Jubilee sports two independent and 
interchangable tonearm platforms that allow fine 
adjustment of horizontal tracking angle, one designed 
for a 10-inch or 12-inch Thorens TP 125 arm and the 
other designed for 'foreign' arms at anywhere between 
9-inch and 12-inch armtubes.

At the other end of the spectrum, (by £27.760) the 
Jubilee is joined by the entry-level Mini turntable. This 
is a compact three-speed fully manual turntable that 
comes supplied with arm and cartridge.
Price: £240 (Mini); E28QOO Jubilee } Due now 
m 01753 652669 ewww.tliorens.com
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TAL BRIDGE

®
 t not every day that we get to deal with something truly new in audio. Crystal Cable has announced 
the new Bridge cable add-on. Each Bridge comprises a pair of phono plugs (that plug into your 

electronics), a pair of phono sockets (that allow you use to hook up your existing interconnect cables) and 
a connecting cable with an ultra high-speed filter (>20GHz) at each end.

Crystal's Bridge is claimed to lower noise and both audible and measured distortion in an existing audio 
system. It's also suggested to improve dynamic range, microdynamics and frequency response. The difference 
between the Bridge and Bridge Dreamlink is said to be in the choice of filter; Bridge uses an "HPSR filter made 
of 99.9999 per cent silver-gold", while Dreamlink raises the bar by using "99.9999999 per cent silver-gold".

The Crystal Bridge and Dreamlink are based upon Siltech's Zero Ohm Link design, announced at the recent 
Munich High End show.
Price rom €450 (Bridge) to €1,500 (Bridge Dreamlink) UK pricing TBC Due now m 020 8971 3909
@ www.qystalcatile.com

ISOBLUE the stand expert has announced a 
new modular stand to work alongside its 
popular 60 Series products. The new Special 
Branch range is a high-end 
system supplied in deep satin 
lacquer, for £195 per level. 
The company has also 
announced a lower cost four- 
tier stand finished in polymer 
charcoal finish, for £299. 
3 020 8123 6777

HECOALEVA

©
Heco's latest 
loudspeaker 
range comprises an 
Aleva 400 floor

stander, Aleva 200 
standmount, 
matching Center 
2 centre channel 
speaker and Sub 
25A subwoofer. 
The bass drivers on 
the Aleva range are 
Heco's own 'Kraft' 
designs using an 
amalgam of long- 
fibre pulp and wool 
to match the paper

PP-3

®
NAD has improved on its popular PP-2 MM/ 
MC phono preamplifier. The new PP-3 now 
includes a USB output, allowing the user computer 
access for ripping vinyl collections. Its phono section 

consists of a low-noise discrete MC preamp for 
moving coil cartridges, followed by a low-noise op
amp based RIAA MM stage. The PP-3 retains rear
mounted connections to a line-level phono input of a 
traditional stereo amplifier, but in addition sports a 
front-mounted USB connector. The PP-3 also includes 
a CD-ROM containing VinylStudio Lite software for 
Windows PCs, which allows the user to store vinyl 
recordings in MP3 or .WAV formats.
Price £75 Due now a 01279 501111
» www.nadelectronics.com

OENON's new D-M37DAB all-in-one system is 
the first new entry-level micro-hi-fi from the 
brand in almost three years. The system 
includes a CD player that can cope with WMA 
and MP3 encoded CD-R, a DAB/FM tuner and 
a port for one of Denon's clever iPod docks. 
The D-M37DAB is priced at £300 with the SC- 
M37 loudspeakers, or at just £230 on its own. 
3 01753 680568

cones used in classic Goodmans and Jensen 
drive units.

They are joined by a soft-dome tweeter with a 
horn-loaded aluminium faceplate and both connect 
to a bi-wired crossover network with OFC wiring and 
feature MKT capacitors.
Price from £500 (Aleva 200) to £1,000 (Aleva 400) 
Due now 3 01822 612449 ® www.heco.com

PHILIPS £90 SHE9850 
headphones are 
suggested to deliver 
professional-grade acoustic 
performance from an in-ear 
design. The new in-ear cans - 
designed and tuned by Philips 
own 'iLab' team - have specially 
selected armatures, magnets, 
drive rods and diaphragms and are 
mounted in a metal housing. It features the 
company's Angled Acoustic Design, which is 
anatomically correct and adjusts the angle of 
the speaker tube and ear bud to the listener's 
ear canal. A slim-line, high-quality metal carry
case with its own cable bank seals the deal. 
3 0906 1010 016

www.amphion.fi

The Finnish Amphion speaker company has just upgraded its flagship 
model, the Krypton. The new Krypton2 design features a newly developed 

25mm titanium tweeter (made in association with SEAS) sitting in Amphion's 
proprietary damped 222mm-wide, wood-fibre 'U/D/D' waveguide. It also uses a 
pair of 200mm SEAS wood and plant fibre midrange units, in Amphion's special 
double hypercardioid 'TAPS' (short for 'Time Accurate Point Source') configuration 
and has an adjustable bass response reaching down to a claimed 19Hz from the 
250mm Peerless nomex bass driver. The hypercardioid radiation pattern (from 
160Hz upwards) is used to help reduce room interaction, according to Amphion. 

The 1.37m tall cabinet is almost half a metre deep and allows the Krypton2 to 
achieve a claimed frequency response of 19Hz-30kHz, all the while delivering a 
relatively comfortable 87dB sensitivity and suggested nominal impedance of 
four ohms.
Price £10,000 per pair Due now a 01623 517000

AUDlO-TECHNICA's new 
flagship headphone system 
- the ATH-W5000 - features 
striped housings, carved from 
solid blocks of ebony. Under the 
slabs of rare tree are large-
aperture 53mm neodymium \ ” • /
magnet transducers, featuring 
voice coils wound with '8N' purity ‘ ’ 
copper, which is said to deliver accurate 
detailed performance from 5Hz to 
45kHz. A hard carry case plus a cable tidy bag 
are also included in the £700 price tag. 
3 0113 277 1441

SANDISK has announced a new MP3 player 
called the Sansa Fuze (pictured!), which 
supports music, videos, photos and even 
includes an FM radio. It's 
8GB capacity can be 
increased thanks to a 
microSD slot, which also 
allows easy transfer from 
the player to a mobile phone 
or PC. The UK price of the 
Sansa Fuze is still to be 
confirmed, but the US 
version is priced at $100. 
® www.sandisk.com
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HAPPENINGS

Ultimate Azimuth

AUGUST
29-03

lnternationale Funkaustellung
Messe, Berlin 
wwwifa-berlin.com

SEPTEMBER
3-7 CEDIA Expo 2008

Colorado Convention Centre,
Denver CO, USA 
wwwcedia.net/expo 
(trade only)

18-21 Top Audio Video Show
Atahotel Quark, Milan, Italy 
www.topaudio.it

19-21 London Sound & Vision Show
Park Inn, Heathrow 
www chestergroup.org

24-27 Hi-Fi Show 2008
Hotel Holiday Inn, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
www.clubedoaudio.com.br

OCTOBER
3-5 High End 2008 Show

Iris Congress Hotel, Moscow, Russia 
wwwhifishow. ru

10-12 Rocky Mountain Audio Fest
Marriott Denver/Hyatt Regency Tech 
Center, Denver CO, USA 
^ww.audiofestnet

12 Audiojumble 2008
The Angel Leisure Centre, 
Tonbridge, Kent 
www.audiojumble.co.uk

31-02 Stuff Live/What Hi-Fi Show
ExCeLLondon

^ww.bestofstuff.co.uk

NOVEMBER
20-02 DreamHouse Sound & Vision Show

KyivExpoPlaza, Kiev, Ukraine 

www.dreamhouse.ua

®
Dr Feickert Analogue has developed a cure for a 
problem that it claims afflicts 95% of record players, 
namely incorrect stylus azimuth_ Azimuth is the angle at 
which the stylus sits in the groove, something that is 

considered to be correct when the cartridge body is upright 
Dr Feickert asserts that a great many styli are not fixed at 
precisely the right angle and has produced software to 
prove it Used in conjunction with a supplied test record the 
Adjust + system allows you to set correct azimuth and 
minimise crosstalk, in order to produce superior imaging 
and to remove inner groove harshness from vinyl.

MusicGiants extra

©
High-def download specialist MusicGiants, has signed up Image
Entertainment, "a leading licensee, producer and distributor of 

home entertainment including music, movies and concerts" In the 
process, the download site which offers ORM-free, uncompressed music 
to the discerning, has added 200 albums. This is thanks to Image 
Entertainment's subsidiary Egami Media, which distributes music from 
a number of labels including its own Image Music Group_ The latter's 
back catalogue includes live concert material from The Moody Blues, 
Phil Lesh and Friends and the inimitable Yanni.

Naim roadshow
Naim Audio is taking its latest goodies on the road for the Summer Sounds tour. The company will be 
demonstrating the HDX hard disk player, range-topping Superline phono stage and Power-Line mains 

cable. As well as hearing these new components, you will get the chance to meet key members of the Naim 
team and enter a draw to win a Naim HDX. The events will be held at hi-fi stores across the country through 
to July. To find participating dealers go to www.naim-audio.com and click on Summer Sounds.
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THIS MONTH, HFC TALKS TO...

JVC and Kenwood
One time arch rivals JVC and Kenwood are to merge in October, if 
a shareholder meeting (about now) approves the venture. The two 

companies combined their car and portable audio divisions last year 
forming J&K Holdings in the process. One of the reasons put forward for 
the merger is the intense competition coming from China and south east 
Asian manufacturers. The new holding company looks likely to be 
headed up by Kenwood chairman Haruo Kawahara and JVC president 
Kunihiko Sato. As things stand, the new company is expected to make 
43 per cent of its sales in the home and mobile electronics sector 
including JVC's range of wood-coned speakers such as the SX-WDlO.

DXD for SACD

©
Digital Extreme Definition or DXD is a high-resolution recording format created 
in order to be able to edit recordings destined for release on SACD. The format's 
traditional recording method is DSD (Direct Stream Digital), but its one-bit nature 
makes it less studio-friendly than PCM formats like DXD. Co-developed by Digital 

Audio Denmark and Merging Technologies, DXD has a 24-bit resolution and 352.8kHz 
sampling rate producing a data rate of over 11 Mbps, which is four times that of DSD. 
The format has been used to make recordings for Telarc and 2L alongside a number of 
other audiophile labels.

TONY SALLIS
Job Title: Managing/ Tech Director 
Company: Coherent Systems

What is your most exciting product 
currently in development?
For the last 18 months, we have been working on some ground 
breaking signal transfer technology, which is producing some 
surprising results that just make us smile when we hearthem.

What is the future of hi-fi in the home?
Home hi-fi has a place without question, however, the 
implementation and methodology needs to evolve with the 
changing pace of technology and the publics' requirements. Very 
simply, adapt and change with the times or fall by the wayside.

What's the best innovation you've encountered recently?
All the best innovations are usually very simple and straightforward; 
recently the most eye-opening product we've come across is the 
Black Ravioli isolation system. A serious product that's amazingly simple.

Can ‘Generation iPod' be turned on to hi-fi?
I believe a 50/50 possibility in that, those that stop, listen and 
absorb the music, do then understand. For the others total 
convenience wins through and quality may not be an issue forthem.

B&W Bowers & Wi Music Club: 1

Sold F

Bowers &Wilkins Music Club

©
Bowers & Wilkins has teamed up with Peter Gabriel's Real World Studios to 
launch the Bowers & Wilkins Music Club. A part of its Society of Sound online 
community, each month the Music club selects an exclusive album recorded at Real

World which members can 
download for free. The albums 
are distributed as DRM-free, 
lossless files and you can 
subscribe for six months
(tzj.yoj or a year (tjj.yo). 
The opening offering is 
Bought for a Dollar, Sold for 
a Dime by Little Axe. The site 
will also host interviews with 
Society of Sound fellows such 
as Cassandra Wilson, Dave 
Stewart and Peter Gabriel, as 
well as long time Bowers & 
Wilkins design guru Kenneth 
Grange. There will also be 
podcasts from multichannel 
soundscaperand producer 
Martin Ware (Heaven 17).

Apple's iPod - blessing or curse, and why?
The iPod, mostly a good thing... bringing more music to a wider 
audience in a neat tidy package. Portability, plus the gadget 
factor all made Apple a serious amount of cash. Downside?
Sound quality is not there yet by a fair margin.

Will downloading kill the CD player?
Downloading is nothing more than record companies trying to 
maximise profits, cut costs and, unfortunately, sound quality in 
the bargain. Though with the amount of compression on modern 
recordings, it's sometimes difficult to tell where a download 
stops and CDs start. Genuine high-quality download files may 
start to have the edge in time, however there's something 
satisfying about owning a CD jewel case or LP cover.

Are audio servers the future?
Servers currently are starting to show potential now and I do feel 
it will be the way that music is delivered through out the home/ 
work place in years to come. However, technology marches on.
Maybe the new high-resolution formats, coupled with optical 
storage devices, will be the future? One things for sure, it won't 
stand still!

What type of products really excite you?
On a personal level, I love to delve into a product; mentally 
reverse-engineer it, see how the designer has overcome key 
issues, added new innovations and how the format/layout of the 
product has been thought through form start to finish. Why they 
have chosen to use that particular component, etc. Currently my 
favourites are the Esoteric players and the Belles statement/ 
Dartzel amplifiers.
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For the record
The merits of portable audio recorders

I
n last month's issue (HFC 308) our 'Round
up' consisted of four portable audio 
recorders. This has become quite a lively 
little corner of the audio market - apart from 

the four we reviewed, there are at least three 
other models of broadly similar specification 
currently available in the UK, plus a Sony 
model that appears to be unavailable here. 
The gist of each is the same: a digital recording 
device capable of accepting signals from 
internal or external microphones, ora line-level 
source, with linear PCM and MP3 recording 
stored on a removable solid-state memory 
card. Recordings, once made, can be played 
back over headphones or uploaded to a 
computer via high-speed USB.

Now personally, I've never been much into 
portable audio. I've got plenty of tunes in my 
head and I simply don't feel a need for music 
on the move: On the other hand, I'm an avid 
recorder of all sorts of things - rehearsals and 
gigs I'm personally involved in, concerts I 
attend, conversations of interest for various 
reasons and so on. These little pocket-sized 
recorders have really caught my imagination, 
to the extent that I bought the Edirol R-09 and 
have used it several times a week since:

What's so good about it/them? Really, it's a 
combination of factors. The convenience, for a 
start; its built-in microphone immediately 
removes one obstacle to rapid recording 
action. And the speed, too - all these devices 
are ready to record within a few seconds of 
switching on. On the whole, the manufacturers 
have cottoned on to something that most 
MiniDisc portables seemed to miss, which was 
the necessity of having large enough, clearly 
labelled buttons for one to operate the device 
instinctively. What's more, they all have 
unambiguous feedback that the recording is 
taking place, thanks to a combination of an 
informative display and a steady red light.

"Perish the thought that you might actually 
break the law, but my R-09 has sat, in a thin 
sock, on my lap at several concerts."

The sound is also quite extraordinarily 
impressive. Even the least good of these little 
devices gives good clear sound from internal or 
external mics. In fact, I've used the R-09, plus a 
single (stereo) external mic and dedicated mic 
amp, to record a commercial CD. The linear 
PCM recording format is, of course, essential to 
that. But it's not the whole story, which also 
depends on high-performance integrated 
circuits that can deliver good sound from 
battery-type operating voltages.

Have you ever used a dictating machine?
The modern digital ones have pretty gruesome 
sound quality, but these semi-pro recorders are 
great for recording memos, meetings etc. If you 
don't trust yourself to set a sensible recording 
level (not hard and settings aren't lost when 
you turn off) they all have optional automatic 
level control. Of course, they all function as a 
high-quality portable music player too and 
with a high capacity SD card you can get 
several CDs on board in full, uncompressed 
quality. Perish the thought that you might 
actually break the law, but my R-09 has sat, in 
a thin sock, on my lap at several concerts. Oh, 
and you can use them all as a general-purpose 

backup device for files on your computer. I 
tend to avoid gadgets like the plague, but this 
is one class of them I love I

is a professional musician, 
recording engineer and a highly 

knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boot. 
He writes about hi-fi exclusively for HFC

A new Golden Age of hi-fi?
Could Blu-ray Audio be the tonic?

O
n the face of it, music has no place in 
the latest high-res systems. The best the 
audiophile can hope for, is SACD. It may 
have suffered thanks to the DVD-A/SACD 

format war, but for those of a classical 
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persuasion, SACD and its 5,000+ titles is well 
worth seeking out.

Blu-ray offers a small chink of hope for the 
audiophile. In the Blu-ray specification list is a 
BO-Audio format. This is called 'Profile 3.0' 
and follows in the footsteps of the latest 
' Profile 2.0' players (a.k.a. 'BO Live' players).

Aside from the obvious increased storage 
potential, Blu-ray Audio has another major 
advantage over SACD - it doesn't have a rival 
anymore. With HO DVD an early casualty in 
the high-resolution format war, Blu-ray has the 
distinction of being the 'last disc standing'. The 
chances of yet another disc format appearing 
in the future is small; the next method of 
delivering content will be a downloading 
system, but this poses piracy and bandwidth 
problems. Squirting upwards of 50GB down 
conventional telephone lines used for the 
current generation of broadband is going to 
put a huge strain on the system. So, for the 
foreseeable future, Blu-ray represents the king 
of content delivery.

For Blu-ray Audio to stand a chance though, 
one of two things needs to happen; either 
Profile 3.0 needs to be backwards compatible 
with Profile 2.0 players (specifically, 
PlayStation 3, whose owners represent a major 
reservoir of current potential Blu-ray owners), 
or the dedicated Blu-ray Audio format and 
players needs to be available very soon. At the 
moment (PS3 notwithstanding), Blu-ray is still 
relatively undeveloped and if the Audio format 
arrives after Blu-ray Profile 2.0 reaches some 
kind of critical mass, BO-Audio will go the 
same way as DVD-Audio. Okay, a significant 
part of the reason for the demise of DVD- 
Audio was the near total lack of marketing. 
Even at its, err, 'peak', if you asked most people 
about DVD-Audio, you'd either be met with a 
blank stare or have a discussion about the 
latest Bjork video. However, the fact that 
DVD-Audio simply wasn't there when DVD 
went from 'whassat/' to 'want one' didn't 
help matters.

I t's currently little more than idle speculation, 
but if Blu-ray Audio stands wholly alone from 
Blu-ray Profile 2.0 and earlier players, it will 
hopefully be taken up as the ultimate in 
audiophile equipment. And whether that spells 
a new Golden Age of hi-fi, or the death of the 
format in a few years... well, that's up to you.

began his journalistic career in 
the early 7990s. He hos since become one of 

the hi-fi and AV industry's most 
respected scribes c:

The eponymously named Sinclair 
Project 60 system, dating from 
1969/1970, was undeniably one 
of the highlights of its time. It 

came from the same stable who gave you 
black-faced digital watches, virtually unusable 
LED calculators and radios the size of 
matchboxes, before finally going off the rails 
completely with the CS electric car.

Project 60 was Sinclair's ultra cute entry into 
the 'audio is fun' market. I remember clearly 
the first time I encountered a Project 60 FM 
tuner. Like other Project 60 models, this was an 
unbelievably cheap kit - about £10 as I recall, 
though it was also available ready built for 
around £25. There were some intriguing 
technical details, such as printed circuit coils, 
of which it was one of the first protagonists. 
I remember seeing one working in Audio T's 
premises in West Hampstead, London. In those 
days, Audio T was my quality dealer of choice, 
but to be frank I was surprised to see the P60 
tuner in the shop nestling among the 
gleaming Transcriptors turntables and 
Cambridge Audio amplifiers. I asked why it 
was there and was told that they had 
assembled it and found much to their surprise 
that it worked. They even intended to leave it 
running until it failed. I didn't follow this up, 
but it fairly reflects the flavor of the beast.

Sinclair's Project 60 range included quite a 
few mutually compatible components intended 
to work in unison. The tuner was an FM only 
design with a phase lock loop detector - a 
novelty art the time - and varicap diode 
tuning, as well as the previously mentioned 
printed circuit coils, though many users were 
probably more impressed by its continuous 
loop tuning indicator and the compact size 
and contemporary appearance of the unit. 
Similarly compact and also undeniably elegant, 
the Stereo 60 was the matching preamplifier. 
I have a copy of the documentation which lists 
it as costing £9.19.6p and the launch date as 
just one year before the tuner - 1969. It was

" ...black-faced digital 
watches, vinually unusable 
LED calculators and radios 
the size of matchboxes... "
kept in the range until 1975, which I believe is 
when Sinclair pulled the plug on its ambitions 
as a hi-fi manufacturer. Again ultra-compact 
and visually neat, the unit offered three inputs, 
including phono (magnetic, ceramic or 
crystal 1 ), bass, treble, volume and balance.

The preferred power amplifier partner was a 
pair of Z30 monoblocks, 'the world's lowest 
distortion high fidelity amplifier. Although, 
the information I have disinterred suggests 
that the unit has problems with heat 
dissipation near its 25-watt output limit, 
which in effect restricted its output to 
15-20 watts and that it was quote 'capable 
of achieving reasonable results if not pushed 
too hard' unquote. The Z30 was intended to 
complement Sinclair's entry level power 
amplifier, the Zl2, which it outperformed by 
virtue of over 60dB of negative feedback. 
How long is it since you saw a power amp's 
credentials laid out in such glowing terms/ 
A year later, a more powerful variant was 
introduced; the 50-watt Z-50 and reliability 
was less then perfect. It was fed by a 
customized power supply, the PZB.

There were other models too, but this is the 
core of the Project 60 range. HFC

Alvin Cold
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Future shock
Envisagmg content without the container

I
was a bit miffed when having just watched 
the ink dry dry on my last Dispatches 
column in which I celebrated the fact that 
Nairn Audio did not go in for fancy mains 

leads, the company released the decidedly racy 
Power-Line cable.

I was not, however, so miffed that I would 
contemplate turning down the invitation to 
Join Nairn at the Geneva Motor Show to 
witness the unveiling of the 'Nairn For Bentley' 
automotive system. It is an impressive set-up, 
and made all the more so when one considers 
the technological hoops through which any 
electronics fitted into a car are obliged to jump 
and still perform. It is definitely not considered 
good form if your brakes throw a tantrum every 
time you change the CD track, no matter how 
wonderful the audio sounds.

As far as I am concerned though, the best 
Nairn news came at the Munich High-End 
Show when the company launched the HDX, 
its first hard disk player. Note that I said 
' player' and not 'server' because Nairn was at 
pains to point out the difference between the 
two terms, which many think of as being 
synonyms. A server is generally accepted as 
being a custom installation device, delivering 
usually unremarkable sound quality into 
multiple rooms simultaneously. The HDX, on 
the other hand, is destined more for the main 
room where it will be connected to your 
primary hi-fi system as a complementary 
option to your other sources and provide 
audiophile-quality performance. It is not really 
intended for being stuck in a cupboard and 
connected to a multi-room system, although 
that is possible.

What so impressed me at the HDX launch 
was the attention to detail Nairn lavished on 
this player. Every aspect of its performance has 
been scrutinised to see how best it can be 
optimised. Its CD ripping, for example, which is 
perhaps the most vital element in any HD 
player's performance, aims to transcribe the

"It's not considered good form if your brakes 
throw a tantrum every time you change the CD 
track, no matter how wonderful the audio sounds."

disc bit perfectly onto the hard disk without 
any unnecessary interpolation (or guesswork, 
as we pedants prefer to call it). The process 
may take longer than with competing devices, 
which can be three times faster, but by 
avoiding the use of a cache and performing 
multiple reads if an error is detected, users are 
virtually guaranteed far higher-quality musical 
performance than that attainable by any other 
means. And that's only part of the story.

The $64,000 question, of course, is whether 
the HDX will outperform a similarly priced and 
equipped CD player. I would guess that it 
ought to be able to do so, all else being equal. 
However, in truth, that is hardly a genuine 
concern. The audiophile source of the future is 
almost certainly downloads. Middle-aged 
fogies like me who cherish CDs and LPs already 
appear to our children like people who buy 
wine, drink it but keep the empty bottles as a 
reminder of the experience. Their pragmatic 
attitude is that it is the content and not the 
container that has value. But wanting physical 
media is something that, as the habit of a 
lifetime, we will probably never shake off.

was one of the country's 
best-known hi-fi reviewers of the 1980s and 

1990s. He currently publishes the hi-fi industry 
trade bible, the British Audio Journal

Striking a balance
The ideal hi-fi is able to cope with all styles

P
eople often say a good hi-fi system 
'expands' your taste in music, enabling 
and encouraging you to explore and 
enjoy a wider range of material. While there's 

truth in that, it's probably more accurate to say 
that a bad system 'constrains your musical 
taste' - it inclines you to listen to things that 
sound good, rather than the music you actually 
want to hear.

If your favourite music isn't as well recorded 
as you'd like, there's an incentive to listen to 
other types of music - or different performers 
- that 'are better recorded'. Which means - 
even if the music isn't quite as good - you kind 
of prefer listening to it. The simple fact that it 
sounds great makes it enjoyable.
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Ian Harrison

It's a bit like a having a cool-looking pair of 
shoes that hurt like hell whenever you put 
them on. You might love them to bits, but 
most times you end up wearing something 
else... So, if you've just upgraded (or made 
other changes), it's worth reflecting on what 
you can and can't listen to.

Every hi-fi system has its sweet spot; its 
comfort zone. I've owned systems that sounded 
great on certain things and terrible on others. 
But make a few changes (perhaps going over 
to a different amp or pair of speakers) and the 
whole situation reverses itself. Scary!

Suddenly, all the discs that used to sound 
great now sound average. Meanwhile, all the 
ones that used to disappoint now sound 
fantastic. Such goings-on indicate a hi-fi 
system that lacks 'balance'. The individual 
components might all be great. But, together, 
the end result is less than the sum of the parts.

So, when upgrading or making changes, it's 
vital to avoid this. How? By basing your 
equipment selection after listening to a wide 
range of music and styles of recording. A really 
good hi-fi system - one that's well balanced 
and finely tuned - should be able to play most 
things with complete success.

Let us uppose that your current hi-fi suffers 
from thick, boomy bass on certain recordings. 
You decide a new set of speakers should cure 
this and create a shortlist of suitable 
replacements. Now all you have to do is listen 
and make a choice, taking along your problem 
recordings to see how different speakers cope.

This should be very revealing. If a certain 
speaker eliminates the boom, chances are 
you've found what you're after. But, also 
sample the recordings that didn't boom, and 
notice how these sound.

If the new speakers really are good, the 
boomy recordings should improve, while your 
best discs will still sound as impressive as ever. 
If, however, they don't; watch out. Very I i kely 
the new speakers aren't any better than your 
old ones - they just have a different mix of 
strengths and weaknesses.

The ideal is a hi-fi system that sounds great 
and allows you to enjoy music of all styles and 
vintages. Good hi-fi enhances your enjoyment 
and understanding of all music, without 
discriminating against certain recordings.
So - beware of equipment that's over-fussy; 
it's probably not that goodi

is one of the country's 

best known hi-fi experts. His knowledge 

of tweaking and his record collection 

know no bounds

CLASSIC ALBUMS

SCOTT WALKER

In 1967, when hippydom was 
exploding and the world was 
tuning-in to the way-out sounds 
of Jimi, Syd and Janis, Ohio-born 

singer Scott Walker was not playing ball. Scott, 
who was newly solo after three years of British 
pop fame as the velvet-voiced heart-throb of 
The Walker Brothers, was about to find success 
with a string of solo albums that brought his 
mordant, baroque songwriting to the charts 
and airwaves, alongside quality MOR covers. 
These records - namely Scott and Scott 2 - 

were a beguilingly weird mix of showbiz gloss 
and existential gloom. This double-dealing 
ended with Scott 4, for many his magnum 
opus. Just check out the inner sleeve stars; 
Death, Stalin, a GI in Vietnam, existentialist 
novelist Albert Camus...

The album was recorded at Olympic Studios 
in Barnes, southwest London, with Scott's 
producer and friend Johnny Franz and 
arrangers Peter Knight, Wally Stott and 
Keith Roberts. Almost forty years on, 
Angela Morley (AKA the pre-gender
reassignment Stott) recalled entering the 
studio with him to filmmaker Stephen Kijak. 
"I found this young man sitting on the floor 
with a guitar... as he strummed and sang his 
way through these things, from time to time 
he'd stop and say, 'I really hear Sibelius here' 
or 'here I hear Delius'... somehow he wanted 
that sound in the arrangements."

The music that resulted is what classical 
fan Scott has called his "dream of Europe" - 
crepuscular, gothic dreams suitable for an 
American cinema buff to listen to after 
watching the films of Fellini, Bresson and 
Bergman. Suitably the LP's opener, The 

Seventh Seal, is a re-telling of Ingmar 
Bergman's 1957 film of the same name, 
with the plague parable of the Knight 
playing chess against Death transformed 
into a bizarre spaghetti western. The song 
suggests a Godless universe where "life's a 
vain pursuit".

The album s highlight is 
possibly the most sublime 
song he ever wrote, Boy Child.”

There's no explicit reassurance across the 
LP's remaining nine songs, either. Some, like 
the gorgeous country rock of Duchess, suggest 
happiness is fleeting at best, while others, 
pertinent to the here and now, observe how 
wars are being fought illegally and freedoms 
teeter on the verge of being crushed by 
totalitarianism. The latter view is expressed by 
the anti-Soviet The Old Man's Back Again 

(dedicated To The Neo-Stalinist Regime).
There is, though, comfort to be had. The 

album's highlight is possibly the most sublime 
song he ever wrote, Boy Child. Lyrically 
fantastical, it's still beauteous in its luminosity 
and enigma. Like all of Scott 4, the timbre 
of his sonorous, expressive voice and the 
extreme luxuriousness of the string 
arrangements repay close listening.

The LP did not chart, his teen fanbase 
finally alienated, perhaps, by too many 
songs of death and despair. Thereafter, 
Scott reverted to interpreting other peoples' 
writing, and it would be eight years before 
he rediscovered his muse. As the young 
singer told a German TV interviewer during 
his late sixties Imperial phase, "I'm for 
permanence." HFC
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Viva les valves
Thermiomc tweakery explored

D
espite the best efforts of the naysayers 

and techno-freaks, valve amplifiers 
stubbornly refuse to become extinct.

New examples were hard to find when I j oined 
the hi-fi industry in the mid-1970s, but a 
second-hand Radford STA25 Mklll served me 
well for a while before I changed over to Nairn 
Audio amplifiers (probably because of superior 
pre-amp performance).

Since the late 1970s, British brands like 

Michaelson & Austin, Beard, Audio Innovations 
and Audio Note UK, together with numerous 
overseas operations (e.g. - Audio Research, 
Jadis, Unison Research) ensured valve amps 
remained available, while regular mini-revivals 
have taken place.

Chinese sourcing has helped by driving down 

prices, but huge variety and considerable 
performance variations are still prevalent. 
Chinese examples might look impressive on 
paper, but the actual sound quality seems 
more variable than amplifiers from more 
established heritages.

According to received wisdom, output 
transformers are both the key to valve amplifier 
sound quality, and yet also very much a 'black 
art' However, a hefty part of the appeal of 
valve amps is the scope for component 
tweaking they offer the enthusiast, and web 
surfers will find plenty of relevant discussion.

I can't claim expertise here. As most of my 
reviewing involves loudspeakers, I use solid
state amplification for consistency's sake and 
don't get much chance to play with valve 

amplifiers, despite liking what they do. 
However, I recently (HFC 302) got to review 
I talian maker Unison Research's fine P70 valve 
amplifier, a very serious thermionic prospect at 
around £3,500. (Unison makes all its 
transformers locally and partners them with 
carefully specified Russian valves)

This amplifier certainly sounded very good in 
'standard' form, but a couple of months later I 
borrowed a set of EAT (Euro Audio Team) 
'audiophile' valves. EAT has taken over an

"Since the late 1970s, British brands, together 
with numerous overseas operations ensured 
valve amps remained available."

ex-Tesla factory in Prague in the Czech 
Republic, where it produces a limited range 
of valve types that are effectively hand-built to 

the highest possible standards_
By chance, EAT makes eight of the ten valves 

that the P70 uses - four KT88 output valves 
and four ECC83s - as well as special Cool 
Valve dampers that fit onto the glass envelopes 
of the six small ECC types.

I don't mind admitting I was sceptical that 
simply changing and damping some of the 
valves would change the sound much, so I 
decided to do the whole lot in one go. Boy 
was I surprised 1 There was nothing in the least 
subtle about the sonic improvement wrought 
by these components.

At £599 for four matched KT88s, £85 each 
for the ECC83 replacements and £15 each for 
the Cool Dampers, the whole EAT package 
adds up to an admittedly costly El,000 or so. 
I t's almost impossible to put a value on a 
sound quality upgrade, but I reckon the whole 
shebang (in the context of the Unison P70 at 
least) delivered the performance of an 
amplifier twice the price of the original, which 
has got to make the upgrade worthwhile.

The KT88 upgrade is the more significant, 
delivering the more obvious and dramatic, 
dynamic improvements. But the ECC83 
upgrade added extra cleanness, sweetness and 
control and the two together seemed made for 

each other and totally complementary. Take 
one or other as a first step and I wager you'll 
immediately start saving up for the other.

is a former editor of Hi-Fi 
Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years

Rebirth of hi-fi!
Companies return to high-quality audio

I
t's possible that I am reading too much into 

this, but I think I detect a glimmer of hope 
for quality high fidelity, as major 
manufacturers who drifted away from purist 

hi-fi into home cinema and fashionable 
compact systems have once again begun to 
take an interest in what's been happening at 
the sharp, quality end of the market. This has 
been happening slowly, but progressively for
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some time and has reached a stage where the 
trend can no longer be ignored.

I'm not going to list all the brands concerned, 
as it would be unfair on those significant 
names that I rnight have overlooked. But 
highlights on the replay hardware side include 
Marantz, Denon, Pioneer and (as you can read 
on page 46) Yamaha, whose CD-S2000 CD/ 
SACD player and A-S2000 amp are the perfect 
exemplar of the trend we're discussing here. 
I notice that many of the brands concerned 
are from major multinationals, rather than 
the traditional specialists and this has given 
a sharp edge to the changes as prices have 
been tied more closely to the mainstream. 
There have been some encouraging signs 
with loudspeakers too, with important new 
ranges offering very high performance 
standards from Mordaunt-Short, Monitor Audio 
and Wharfedale and even companies like KEF, 
who until recently seemed to have forgotten 
about mainstream high fidelity.

Something of a similar trend can be seen 
with the music software side of the equation. 
Of course MP3 and AAC continue their all 
conquering progress, but there are signs of 
a quickening interest in better quality on 
several levels. Lossless encoding is a good 
example of this and the use of players with 
larger amounts of on-board disc or flash 
storage encourages the use of less drastic 
compression (without too much of an impact 
on capacity).

There are similar trends with high resolution 
formats too. DVD-Audio and DualDisc are 
effectively dead, if not buried, as the market 
has given a resounding thumbs down to 
multimedia music storage. SACD, meanwhile, 
refuses to lie down and die and is, in fact, 
being driven by far eastern markets. Fequently 
available in stereo only - the players, if not the 
discs - and, of course, there is no multimedia 
element. A video capable version of SACD 
was mooted at one point, but appears to have 
dropped by the wayside.

I have been impressed by the number of 
quality SACD recordings available from some 
of the labels tied to major orchestras (quite a 
few of them have been featured on the review 
pages of this magazine), while Linn Products, 
in particular, deserve a mention for the quality 
and depth of their SACD catalogue.

Maybe, just maybe, high fidelity is not quite 
dead after all...

began writing about hi-fi more 
than 20 years ago and has since become 

one of the UK's most internationally
renowned reviewers

TECHND
TECHNOLOGY EXPLORED

Once again, we turn in our 
monthly Ultimate Croup Test to 
turntables. The products on offer 
all feature a platter that goes

round at 33rpm, but they employ various ways 
of making it do that. Why the differences?

At least there is one feature in common 
between the drive systems: they all use a belt. 
I dler wheels were popular in the 1950s and 
'60s, and direct drive was pretty successful in 
the 1970s and '80s. Idlers can work pretty well, 
but are hard to make really quiet and they 
don't generally offer the best speed stability. 
Direct drive got a bad name because most of 
the decks that employed it were flimsy and 
sounded unimpressive, but again it can work 
well. Belt drive, however, has stood the test of 
time and has very nearly a monopoly among 
current turntables.

Electric motors can be divided into three 
types: AC synchronous, AC asynchronous and 
DC. Synchronous motors run at a speed that is 
determined by the frequency of the electric 
supply, while asynchronous and DC motors 
need some other means of controlling their 
speed. For many years, practically all serious 
turntables used a synchronous motor There's 
an obvious advantage in that the frequency 
of the mains electricity supply (50 or 60Hz 
depending on territory) can be used as a 
speed reference.

The turntable that started the arguments 
about DC versus AC motors was the original 
Pink Triangle from the early 1980s. It used a 
DC motor with a 'servo' (electro-mechanical 
feedback system) to keep its speed constant.

The main advantage of DC motors is their 
lower vibration. Good quality examples of the 
breed vibrate less than the small synchronous 
motors usually used in turntables. They also 
vibrate at a higher frequency, which is much 
easier to filter out through such measures as 
compliant motor mounting.

Synchronous motors can be improved, 
though. The usual type is designed to be quite

"...which is much easier to 
filter out through such 
measures as compliant 
motor mounting."
powerful. It's also capable of driving large 
electric clocks, that being its original purpose.
The power required to spin an LP is much less, I 
so a lower operating voltage can be used, 
lowering vibration. A further improvement is
to feed the two 'phases' of the motor I
separately and ideally with a low distortion 
signal held in accurate timing relation between 
the two. Taken to the ultimate, this approach 
can reduce vibration to a tiny fraction of the 
original. At the same time, deriving the signal
from a crystal oscillator reference ensures that | 
turntable speed is constant and no longer 
reliant on the mains. This is why purpose built 
power supplies can yield such obvious
improvements, compared with direct mains. |

Although the turntable market is still I
healthy, some of their components are |
becoming harder to source. A few years 
ago, it was quite easy to buy really high 
quality drive belts. These are becoming 
harder to source reliably and, despite 
improvements in motors and their drive 
electronics, transmitting the drive to the
platter remains a challenge. I'm afraid that I
all the motor sophistication in the world
won't help, if your drive belt is lumpy 1 HF

Richard Black



T HE EVOLUTION C H A P T E R
Since launching the legendary KSA-5O amplifier a quarter of a century ago, Krell have established themselves as the absolute 
world leaders in the design of high end audio electronics, rocking the establishment over the years with novel technologies that 
have redefined the way we listen to music.

In 2005, chief designer Dan D'Agostino took the audio community by storm with the introduction of the stunning eight-chassis 
Evolution One and Evolution Two amplification systems, a creation that represented his ultimate strike of genius on the high 
end, and received accolades all over the world.

What's more, it doesn't stop there: this year sees the launch of a complete new range of Krell Evolution pre- and power 
amplifiers - plus two exciting source components and an extraordinary unique integrated amplifier.

Out go the sharp heatsinks, in comes the most beautiful casework ever seen, housing technology that delivers totally lifelike music, 
with nothing added and nothing taken away. Included in the line-up are the Evolution 505 CD/SACD player, the Evolution 525 
audio-video source, the Evolution 202 two-chassis preamplifier with the Evolution 222 single case version, the Evolution 402 
stereo amplifier plus the incredibly powerful Evolution 600 and 900 monoblocs.

For the home theatre, there is the powerful Evolution 403 three-channel amplifier and the Evolution 707 processor, a reference 
model that is without equal, and demonstrates Krells' passion for unparalleled performance and innovation.

Attracting huge interest and praise is the unique FBI Fully Balanced Integrated amplifier. Aimed at those who desire the superb 
performance of the long-established Class 'A' Krell FPB series in a single chassis, this is the true master 
of all integrated amplifiers.

L the badge of prestige, passion and excellence. Call Absolute Sounds for full details.

absolute sounds ltd =
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com = ”

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com


§] COMPETITION

HOW TO ENTER:
For your chance to win, either: (a) call 0906 
5852162 and follow the instructions, leaving your 
selected answer (A, B or C) and your details where 
prompted or (B) send the letter of your selected answer 
(A, B or C) by email, including your name, address and 
a daytime telephone contact number to 
hificomp@futurenet.co.uk:

MonoPulse 421 
loudspeakers 
worth£1,495!

MonoPulse hand builds all its loudspeakers, to ensure the 
product is as bespoke as possible. But it's not just about 
hand-built cabinets and fancy finishes; Mono Pulse supremo 
Allan Hendry worked with pulsed, phased-array radar 
systems before retiring and concentrating on his first love, 
loudspeaker design. All of which means the MonoPulse 
designs are packed full of innovative, clever technology, the 
kind that wins Ultimate Croup Tests, in fact.
The MonoPulse has abandoned the conventional wooden 
cabinet, using an inverted-U of steel for the sides and top 
of the speaker. While the large Audax 218mm bass driver 
and 28mm Morel tweeter are mounted on different time- 
aligned baffle boards.
When we reviewed the 42A in HFC 302, we gave it a richly 
deserved Best Buy thanks to its fine performance, coupled 
with excellent dynamic headroom. And, as you might 
expect from such a phase-corrected loudspeaker, the 
temporal coherence was superb. Best of all, is that you can 
win this loudspeaker for the cost of a phone call.

QUESTION:
The woofer and tweeter feature—
A: Bored baffle in time-differential alignment 
B: Time-baffle on different alignment-boards 
C: Different time-aligned baffle boards
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Answers mU-t be re;e’v; between 26 June 2008 and 23 J| y 2008 The pnze winner Will be .elected at random 
•rom al correct -ntn-s received between f- H-vant dat-s and will |e;e ve a pair o* MonoPul-- 42A Loudspeaker. 
'ree o* change T- winner w l be no- • ej witthl! 28 day- o* the closing date and will be requ red to g ve d—tals o* 
a d- v-v address in the uk to whi-.h re m-adphon-- -mould be -ent T-lephon- call- will be charged at 60p per 
m nu-e
By tak ng part in a Competition you a,r- to be bound by Te Competition Rih-, which are - j-maf --j b-ow 
but can be v -w-d n *ull at www *uturenetoom/*utur-onlin-/comp-tit onrul- asp. ate or ncompl-t- -ntr -- will 
be di-qual * -d Roo* o* post ng ‘ * relevant) -ma l not be d-m-d proo* o* del v-y :ntr ■•- mu-t be -ubmitt-d by 
an nd vidual ’not v a any agency or -imlar) and un --- otm-mwi-- -.it-;, ar- lm t-d to one per household T>— 
Company ps-rvs the right in it- so - d -cr-tion to -u^st tut- any pnz- wtm cash or a pr z- o* comparable value 
■Un ess ott'errwf-e --.at-d tf- Comp-, tion - open to all GB resident- o* 18 year- and over except employees o* 
Future Publishing and any party invoiv-d in tt- comp-t tion or th-ir household- By -nt-nng a Comp-tition you 

g giv- p-rrm-sion to use your nam-. liken--- and p-r-onai information in conn-ct on wth th- Comp-tition and *or 
promotional purpos-s All -ntn--w ilb-com- th- prop-rty o* th- Company upon r-c- pt and wil not b- r-turn-d 
You warrant that th- Comp-t t on -ntry i- ent r- y your own work and not copi-d or adapt-d from any o.h-r -ourc- 

* you are a wnn-r you may mav- to prov d- additional information D-tail- o* wnne's wi l b- available on r-qu-st 
within thr— month- o* th- closing dat- * you ar- a winn-r r-c-ipt by you o* any priz- i- conditional upon you 
complying with ’amongstoth-r thing-) th- Comp-tition Rul-s You ackn.owl-dg- and agr--that n-itm-r th- 
Company nor any a-sociat-d th rd part -- -mall hav- any l ability to you in conn-ction with your iis- and/or 
ho----- on o* your pnz-

audio

mailto:hificomp@futurenet.co.uk


Understanding: 
adii

On its tenth anniversary, we catch up with DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting)

D
igital radio is effectively a decade 
old this year. The system has been 
around longer than that in trial 
form, but 1998 was the year the first 

Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) tuners 
appeared in the shops. At this point, it's 
interesting to take stock of the current 
state of play.

Ten years is a long time in consumer 
electronics. In that time, DVD has gone from 
launch to truly global market penetration, 
with colossal sales. How has DAB fared? 
If the truth be told, rather modestly. The UK 
is one of the world's most advaneed DAB 
markets yet, according to information 
released in February this year, total tuner 
sales hover around the six and a half million 
mark. Assuming no households have more 
than one tuner, the average is one tuner per 
four households.

DAB coverage is pretty good: commercial 
stations claim to cover 90 per cent of the 
population, with the BBC stations reaching 
85 per cent. Mind you, the definition of 
'coverage' is pretty vague and it's a fair bet 
that the figure would look higher if we all 
had a roof-mounted directional antenna, but 
a good deal lower if the criterion is taken as 
interference-free reception from a portable 
set anywhere in the house. Still, it's clear that 
most of the UK has the potential to enjoy the 
benefits of digital radio.

WHY DIGITAL?
So, what are those benefits? What, in fact, is 
the point of digital radio? There's no single 
overriding answer to that. There have been 
some predictably over-enthusiastic plugs for 
DAB claiming that the great British populace 
is 'crying out' for higher quality radio - and, 
of course, it's taken for granted that digital 
means higher quality - but there's plenty 
of evidence against that. Most people's 
expectation and requirement of sound,

and indeed video, quality is low. Years ago, 
when the tape cassette was still dominant 
and MiniDisc an intriguing novelty, we 
observed in these pages that the continuing 
preponderance of cheap ferric cassettes over 
high-quality (and only very slightly dearer) 
chrome and metal types was pretty clear 
evidence that a large proportion of Joe 
Public actually didn't care.

And anyway there's a great risk of 
comparing apples and oranges. Those radio

listeners who do care about sound quality 
are, in many cases, able to get highly 
satisfactory results from FM. With a good 
tuner and a good antenna, the quality of 
sound available via this 50-year-old system is 
a major credit to its inventors and developers. 
There are limits, though. Achieving good 
sound from FM is critically dependent on 
achieving good radio reception and for 
various practical reasons this is not equally 
straightforward everywhere.

FIG l.DAB TRANSMISSION
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Understanding: DAB Radio [Feature]

The Arrow 
BBC Radio Nan

Gaidheal
Ga!a^y
Heart Digital 
Kerrang!
RealRadio
Smash Hits
Smooth Radio 
Xfm Scotland

Glasgow
BBC Radio Scotland
Chill
Clyde 1
Clyde2
Jazzfm.com 
heat 
Kiss
Rock Radio
SunriseRa<lio

Inverness
BBC Radio Nan 

Gaidheal
BBC Radio Scotland
MF RAM
MFR Moray Firth
Radio

Ayr
BBC Radio Nan 

Gaidheal
BBC Radio Scotland 
h^at
Kiss
UCA
West FM
West Sound

See at a glance
what's on DAB Digital Radio
where you live (29/04/08)

Classic FM 
Planet Rock 
talkSPORT 
VirginRadio

BBC Radio 1
BBC Radio 2 
BBC Radio 3
BBC Radio 4
BBC Radio 5

Loo
BBC 1Xtra
BBC 6 Music
BBC5Live

Sports Extra 
BBC 7 
BBC Asian

Nelwo<k
BBC W<1d 
Service

BBC Radio Utstar 
Citybeat 
Classic FM 
Coot FM 
Downtown Radio 
heat 
Kiss 
Q102 9FM 
la!kSport

<SuEE>
The Arrow 
CenturyNW 
Chotce 
Galaxy 
Hean 
LBC 
Real Radio 
Smooth Radio 
UCBUK 
UCB Inspirational

Centfal Lancashire 
BBC Radio 
Lancashire 
Gold 
heat 
Kerning!
Kiss 
Magic999 
Rock FM 
talk 107 FM 
Traffic Radio 
Xfm Manchester

Liverpool 
BBC RaClo 
Merseyside 
Gold 
heat 
Kerrangi 
Kiss
Magic 548
Radio City96.7 
Trafic Radio 
Xfm Manchester

Manchester 
Asian Sound 
BBC RadioGMR 
Gold 
Kerrang! 
Key 103 
heal 
Kiss
Magic 1152 
Traffic Radio 
Xfm Manchester

Stoke-on-Trent 
BBC Radio Stoke 
Kiss
Signal 1 
Signal 2 
SmashHils 
UCBUK

Wol"erhampton 
BBC Radio 
Shropshire 
BBC WM 
BeacooFM 
Chill 
Gold 
Kiss
Punjabi Radio 
Sunrise Radio 
Traffic Radio 
Xfm UK

Coventry
BBC Coventry & 

Wafwidshire
Chil! 
Gold 
Kiss 
MerciaFM 
Punjabi Radio 
Sunrise Radio 
Touch Radio 
Trafie Radio 
XfmUK

Swansea
Acen
BBC Cymru
BBC Wales
Kiss
Smash Hits 
Swansea Sound 
96 4 lOe Wave

Cardiff and
Newport
BBC Radio Cymru 
BBC Radio Wales 
Chift
Gold
Red Dragon FM

Central Scotland)

.Yorkshire

Birmingham

TheArrow
Choice 
Heart 
Jazzfm.com
Kiss 101
LBC
Real Radio 
Smooch Radio 
UCB UK
UCB lnspiratJonal

The Arrow 
AsianFX 
100 7Heartfm 
Choice 
Galaicy 102.2 
Jazzlm.com 
Kerrang!
LBC
Panjab Radio 
Real Radio 
Smooth Radio 
UCB UK
UCB lnspiratio^al

Birmingham 
BRMB
BBC WM 
Chinn
Gold 
heat 
Kiss 
Radio XL 
SunriseRa<lio 
Traffic Radio 
XfmUK

Slahions correct at time or going lo press.
To find out exactly whar s on In your area, go to www digitalradlonow oom

XfmUK

Bristol and Bath Plymouth Cornwall Exeter & Torbay Swindon West Wiitshire South Boumemoulh Reading &
GWRFM BBC Radio BBC Radio BBC Radio BBC Radio BBC Radio Hampshire 2CR Basingstoke
BBC Radio Oe"°" Cornwall Oe’on Swindon Witlshire BBC Radio BBC Radio 2TenFM
Bristol Chill Chill Chill Chill Chill Solem Solent BBC Radio
Chill Gold Kiss Gemini FM Gold Gold Gold Chill Berkshire
Gold Kiss Pirate FM Exeter GWRFM GWRFM Bath Ocean FM Fun Radio Chill
KiSS Pirate FM Plymouth Sound Gold Swindon GWRFM Power FM Gold Go4d
Our Kind of Music Plymouth Sound TraffieRadio Kiss Kiss Wiltshire TheSainl Kiss Kiss
Passion Traffic Radio XfmUK Passion Our Kind of Music Kiss TraffieRadio Passion Our Kind of Music
Traffic Radio XfmUK Traffic Radic Traffic Radio Traffic Radio Wave 105.2 TratrcRadio Traffic Radio
XfmUK XfmUK XfmUK XfmUK XfmUK The Wave 105FM XfmUK

Aberdeen 
BBC Radio Nan 
Gaodheal 
BBC Radio 
Scotland
Kerrangi 
""‘‘ 
NECR 
Noflhsound One 
Northsound Two 
Waves Radio

Dundee & Porth 
Access Channel 
BBC Nan Gaidheal 
BBC Radio 
Scoftand 
""" 
Kiss
Tay AM 
Tay FM

Edinburgh 
BBC Radio 
Scotland 
Chill 
Forth Coe 
Forth Two 
heat 
Kiss 
Rock Radio 
Sunrise

Tyne&Wear 
BBC Radio 
Newaistle 
heat 
Gold
Kerrangi 
""'
Magie 1152 
Metro FM 
TraffieRadio 
XfmUK

Bradford & 
Huddet$field 
BBC Leeds 
Gold 
Islam Radio 
Ksmat 
Kiss 
MastiRadio 
PanjabRadio 
Smash Hits 
Sunrise Radio

Yorkshire 
The Pulse 
Traffie Radio

TheArr^ 
""""" 
Galaxy 
Heart 
LBC
Real Radio 
Smooth Radio 
VorilshireRadio

Digital 
UCB UK
UCB ln^irabonal

South Yorkshire 
BBC Radio 
Sheffield
Gold
Hallam FM 
heal 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 
Magic AM 
Traffic Radio 
Trax FM 
XfmUK

Cambridge 
BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire 
Chill
Gold

1Q5.108 FM 
Q103FM 
Smash Hots 
Traffic Radio 
XfmUK

Southend & 
Chelmsford 
BBC Essex 
ChM!
Essex FM 
Gold 
"'ss
Our Kind of Music 
Passion 
Traffic Radio 
XfmUK

Sussex Coast 
BBC Southern

Counties Radio 
Chill
Gaydar 
Gold 
Juice 107 2 
Kiss 
Southern FM 
TraffieRadio 
XfmUK

Kent
BBC Radio Kent 
Chill
Gold 
Invicta FM 
Kiss
KM-d 
Traffic Radio 
XfmUK

TheAn'" 
CemU<Y 
Choice 
Galaxy 
Heart 
LBC 
Real Radio 
Rock Radio Digital 
Smooth Radio 
UCBUK
UCB Inspirational

Teesslde 
BBC Tees 
Gold 
"'"'
Kerrang!
K"ss
Magic 1170 
96.6 TFM 
Traffic Radio 
XfmUK

Humberside 
SBC Radio Humbef"Slde 
GGold 
heat
Kerrang!
Kiss 
Lincs FM 
Magic 1161 
TraffieRadio 
Viking 96 9FM 
XlmUK

Leeds 
96.3 Aire FM 
BBCRadio Leeds 
Gold 
heal
Kerrangi 
""‘
Ml^ic828 
Riding FM 
Traffic Radio 
Xfm Manchester

Nottingham 
96 Trent FM 
BBC Radio Noffingham 
Chill 
Gold
Galaxy 
"""' 
Smooth Radio 
TraffieRadio 
XfmUK

Leicester 
• —
BBC Radio Leihester 
Chill
Galaxy 102.2 
Gold
Heart
Leinster Sound 
Sabras Radio 
TraffieRadio 
XlmUK

Peterborough 
BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire 
Chill 
Gold 
Hereward FM 
Kiss 105M08 FM 
Passion 
Smash Hits 
TrafieRadio

Norwich
SBC Radio Norfolk 
The Bead> 
Broadland 102 
Chill
Gold
Kiss 105908 FM 
Smash Hits 
TraffieRadio 
XfmUK

TlieArrow 
BBC London 94.9 
CapitalRadio 
Chill 
Choice
Easy Radio 
Fun Radio 
Galaxy 
Gaydar Radio 
Gold 
Heart 
heat 
TheHils 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 
LBC 1552 
LBC97.3 
Magic 105 4 
Passion 
PanjabRadio 
Polish Radio London 
Premier Christian R<ldio 
Rainbow Radio
RealR<tdioO.gitat 
Smash Hits 
Smooth Radio 
Speclnum 
Sunrise Radio 
Traffic Radio 
UCB UK
Virgin Classic Rock 
VirginRadioXtreme 
Xfm London
Yaar 
Zee Radio

©
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[ Feature ] Understanding: DAB Radio

O Even if you are not particularly remote 
from the transmitter, terrain - including 
buildings - can cause 'multi-path interference' 
which can really only be dealt with by using a 
much bigger and/or much higher, antenna: 
and that's usually impractical.

One undeniable advantage of the DAB 
system is that it makes really good radio 
coverage of the vast majority of the 
population much more practical. If two 
FM transmitters have coverage areas that 
overlap, even if only by a little, they must 
use different frequencies for every station 
they carry. DAB uses the same frequency 
for each station over the whole of the 
UK, so it becomes possible to have as 
many transmitters as are needed to give 
good coverage,

The other point about DAB reception is 
that because the system uses digital error 
correction, reception can be perfect - where 
the data in equals the data out and there 
are no lost bits. If you have a tuner with 
an error rate display (some of them do), 
seeing that drop to zero at least gives 
confidence that you really are receiving 
whatever station loud and clear. Even so, 
tomorrow the weather might be different 
and the reception less good and the error 
rate finite...

'Perfect' FM reception is a little harder to 
define, but to all intents and purposes you'll 
know it when you hear it: no interference, 
no break-up on loud bits of music, minimal 
noise and a nicely focused sound generally. 
It's under precisely these conditions that 
DAB starts to lose out in terms of what we 
as audiophiles mean by 'sound quality'. 
We've described the audible problems with 
typical DAB broadcasts often enough in 
these pages
- lack of real insight in the sound, 
coarseness in the treble especially when it's 
loud, sometimes 'space monkey' twittering 
in the extreme treble and hints of tonal 
artefacts in background noise. If you've ever 
listened critically to MP3 downloads you 
may have heard something similar, but MP3 
is slightly more efficient and the nearest 
comparison to the usual radio bitrate of 
128kbps would be 96kbps MP3,

It's important to add that rider above 
about 'what we audiophiles mean', 
because arguments about DAB sound 
quality have been seriously muddied by 
misunderstandings over what's meant by 
that phrase. For most folks, sound quality 
includes reception quality and, what's 
more, they're very likely taking as a 
reference FM reception on a portable 
or a hi-fi with a totally inadequate indoor 
antenna. Of course the sound from such a 
setup will be terrible, so DAB will be a large 
improvement if you live in an area where 
perfect reception is easy to achieve. In most 

central London locations, for instance, a 
screwed-up piece of wire loosely poked into 
the antenna socket of a DAB tuner will 
indeed give zero error rate, while really 
good FM reception is notoriously difficult 
because of all the buildings, so it's all a 
foregone conclusion.

DAB+: A RAY OF HOPE?
Now if DAB is found wanting by even the 
most forgiving audiophile standards - and 
remember that we're talking about properly 
set up DAB versus FM - what does the future 
hold/ If one day FM is to be turned off, will 
we forever be stuck with sonic frustration on 
the airwaves/ Quite recently, over the last year 
or so, a possible ray of hope has appeared in 
the shape of DAB+. On the radio side it is 
basically the same animal, but it uses AAC+ 
coding instead of MPEG-2 Layer 2.

Plenty of new audio coders have been 
developed over the last few years, and quite 
simply AAC+ is a more efficient coder that 
can get better audio quality at a given bitrate 
than the older MPEG-2 standard. If current 
bitrate allocations were maintained, but with 
AAC+ data substituted for MPEG-2, the 
sound quality of DAB would indeed take a 
significant turn for the better. However, 
things aren't quite as simple as that.

First, particularly in the UK, it is not likely 
that DAB+ will be adopted any time soon, 
mainly because the DAB market here is 
relatively mature and most of the six million 
or so DAB tuners that have already been sold 
would become obsolete. The official position, 
indeed, is that there is 'no plan' for 
introduction of DAB+ in the UK and that's 
easy to believe, though that doesn't rule out a 
plan in the future. Actually, manufacturers of 
DAB tuner front-ends are already shipping 
parts that are capable of receiving DAB+, but 
even if every tuner sold from the day this 
issue of HFC hits the streets has DAB+ 
capability, there will still be an awkward 
compatibility issue hanging around for some 
years yet.

Second, given that data rates are not cast in 
stone, why should broadcasters (ever 
conscious of the cost versus benefit bottom 
line) give us the benefit of better sound when 
they can alternatively offer more stations! If 
AAC+ at 128kbps sounds about as good as 
MPEG-2 at 192kbps, might they not be 
tempted instead to use 80kbps AAC+, 
roughly equivalent to 128kbps MPEG-2, and 
broadcast 50 per cent more stations in the 
same bandwidth, using the same total 
transmit power/

They might, of course, find a compromise 
somewhere in the middle, However, as things 
stand presently, we're not tempted to 
speculate in any great detail on the future of 
radio broadcasting. It's likely that it will 
continue, in pretty much recognisable form, 

for a good long while yet, but advances in 
internet provision are steaming ahead at such a 
rate that we may in the not-too-distant future 
have access to higher quality broadcasts online 
than on air, Currently, a lot of internet radio is 
somewhere between unimpressive and frankly 
rough, with bitrates ohen around SOkbps, but 
there has been plenty of discussion among 
service providers and other interested parties 
about various ways of making high-bandwidth 
digital audio and video (from major 
broadcasters) available online,

Meanwhile, many radio stations can be 
received via digital terrestrial TV and/or 
satellite in higher quality than DAB provides 
and although an 'FM switch-off' is threatened, 
there's no definite date in view yet - the 
earliest estimate we've heard is 2012 although 
that seems highly unlikely: 2020 would 
probably be ambitious. From a practical 
point of view, we see no reason to change 
the advice we've been giving for a while now,

If you live in circumstances where decent 
FM reception is possible and your main 
listening is to stations available on FM, 
spend wisely on aerial and tuner and you'll 
get the best radio sound going. Otherwise, 
take your pick of DAB, OTT, satellite or 
internet, but don't mortgage the farm to do 
it (that would be pretty hard anyway!). If you 
get five years' service out of any bit of new 
digital technology you buy in 2008, you'll 
have done pretty well. HFC

Richard Black

TECHNICAL BACKGROUND

Since DAB first appeared, we've all become so used to the idea of MP3s (etc) that the concept of data compression, or more accurately reduction, is quite familiar. DAB relies on this, using a relatively antiquated system called MPEG-2, Layer 2, to get the bitrate of CD and professional audio sources down to a manageable level. But it also relies on a very clever form of radio modulation that enables the signal from two transmitters to add usefully, where by contrast two FM transmitters on the same frequency will interfere with each other at the receiver. This means that national stations are transmitted on the same frequency across the entire country. Stations are bundled in groups called 'multiplexes', BBC or commercial, local or national. It's also possible to trade the data rate of one station in a multiplex against another.
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Enjoy music in every room of 
your home. Wirelessly.Before Sonos, if you wanted music in every room ofyour home you had to break through walls to hard-wirethe house. With Sonos, you can play music throughoutPick the room.Pick the mood. Play the music.
your home wirelessly, in as many different rooms as you like, controlling it all from the palm of .your hand. No wonder Stuff.Iv hcalls Sonos "a delight to use."
Sonos is easy to install and 
even easier to enjoy.Easy, intuitive setup makes Sonos ready to enjoy right out of the box. With a full-colour Sonos wireless controller in hand, everyone in your family can have their music wherever and

The Sanos® Multi-Room Music System.
whenever they want.
Go far beyond your 
current music collection.

Patio

With Sonos, you have instant access to your personal music collection, and to all the music on Napster and select Internet radio stations.
napster®

Order Sonos today and enjoy a 
free 30-day trial of Napster.Visit www.Sonos.com/demolO for a demo. Then trySonos at home to see why T3 describes it "as close to the perfect multi-room audio system as you can get.""

To see a demo, 
find a store or order, visit 
www.Sonos.com/demolO.

All the music you want. All over your house.

© 2004-2008 by Sonos, Inc. All rights reserved. Sonos is a registered trademark of Sonos, Inc. in the United States. 
Canada and Australia, and a trademark of Sanos, Inc. in other countries. All other products and services rnay be 

trademarks or servicemarks of their respective owners. Quotes used by permission. Stuff.tv 11/07, T3 7/06 .

http://www.Sonos.com/demolO
http://www.Sonos.com/demolO


CHQICECUTS
This month's varied musical morsels
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

COMPACT DISC <& VINYLVINYL

JONI MITCHELL
The Hissing Of Summer Lawns 
Asylum/Speakers Comer 180g vinyl 

Music This was the point at which 
Mitchell moved from folk to jazz as her 
form of choice. It features top-notch 
musicians and the most imaginative 
compositions of her career. She plays 
Moog synth, guitar and piano and 
employs the Drummers of Burundi to add 
unusual complexity and depth. This is the 
crucible from which all her great works 
would seem to have been drawn. Not 
always easy, it remains immensely rich. 
Sound: The immaculate pressing reveals 
a lot more of the space and dynamics of 
the recording. Gatefold sleeve, too. JK

BON IVER
For Emma, Forever Ago 4AD 

Music: Canadian singer-songwriter 
Justin Vernon self-recorded these nine 
exquisite yet appealingly rough-edged 
songs while snowed in forthe winter 
in a cabin in Wisconsin. The results 
belong vaguely in the pastures of 
freak-folk staked out by the likes of 
Devendra Banhart. although his 
hushed intimacy is closer to the work 
of another lo-fi maverick, Iron And 
Wine's Samuel Beam.
Soun Acoustic strumming. in which 
you can hear Iver's fingers scraping 
across the frets and his grainy. falsetto 
voice that sits halfway between Young 
at his most quavering and TV On The 
Radio's Tunde Adebimpe - if you 
crave authenticity,. this is it NW

SECKOU KEITA SKQ
The Si limbo Passage World Adventures 

Music Senegalese kora playerSeckou 
Keita's multinational Quintet includes 
his sister on vocals. plus an Italian 
bassist, a Ghambian percussionist. and 
an Egyptian violin player. Together 
they create a joyous noise that mixes 
traditional Mandinka rhythms with 
jazz inflections. Arabic melodies and 
a host of other influences from 
around the globe. The tone is 
generally positive and uplifting, but 
steers clear of the homogeneous 
mush that can often blight world 
fusion experiments.
Sound: The three-stringed instruments 
are beautifully spaced and blend with 
each other in a very natural way,. with 
no-one hogging the spotlight. DO

★ ★★★

outta sight soul essentials -mm classics-

IT'S THE THING
The Real Tfwig * The Singles Collection

THE ZOMBIES
Odessey & Oracle Odessey & Oracle 

Music: One of the great psychedelic 
concept albums, The Zombies' final 
1968 album follows the torturous 
path of a fractured relationship with 
all the intensity of its era. Inspired by 
The Beach Boys' Pet Sounds, Odessey 
features a pocket symphony approach 
to pop which is, harmonically, 
extremely precise. It also boasts the 
million-selling Time Of A Season, 
which became a Nol hit after the 
group had split1
Sound: With the crystal-clear soul 
voice of Colin Blunstone and the 
keyboard talents of Rod Argent, every 
song here is a corker. This 30th 
Anniversary Deluxe Edition offers 
both stereo and mono versions. MP

Music 
Soun»

Music
Sound

******** Music 
Sound

********

newly-acquired flash, the songs 
pack a real emotional punch too.

Star guests including The 
Band's Garth Hudson, Steely Dan's 
Donald Fagen, Pete Townshend 
and brother Rufus all contribute 
to the general air of classiness. NW

SANTANA
Caravanserai
Columbia/Speakers Comer 180g vinyl 

Music: Caravanserai marked the first 
of many line-up changes that would 
undermine the quality and longevity 
of Santana, featuring two original 
members alongside Carlos and his army 
of percussionists. It is very much in the 
mould set by the first three albums, Latin- 
style backing behind Santana's distinctive 
guitar. Although strong on atmosphere 
the vocal tracks have not dated well. The 
opener, however, is beautifully executed. 
Sound: The sound varies quite a lot but 
at its best is pretty good and the pressing 
makes the most of what's there, which is 
what counts. JK

Music
Sound

Music
Sound

THE REAL THING
Can You Feel The Force? The 
Anthology Castle/Universal 

Musics Even though they were not 
taken all that seriously at the time. 
The Real Thing were the only r'eally 
:eriously successful UK soul group 
of the 1970s. Their blend of sweet 
harmonies and occasionally raw 
vocals have aged well, too. Can't Get 
By Without You and You To Me Are 
Everything are solid uptempo ballads 
that Stevie Wonder wouldn't have 
been ashamed of penning.
Sound: Well-recorded with clarity and 
separation - as well as a good dose 
of pre-drum machine humanity. PS

These LPs were supplied by Pure Pleasure S www.purepleasurerecords.com

Music
Soun.

MARTHA WAINWRIGHT 
I Know You're Married, But I've 
Got Feelings Too Drowned In Sound

Compared to her flamboyant 
big brother Rufus, Martha Wainwright 
always seemed the quiet and demure 
sibling, but her second album looks 
set to change that perception forever. 
The bitter-sweet. folk-tinged navel
gazing of her 2005 debut has given 
way to a brash and forthright self
confidence, with an operatic delivery 
that sits somewhere between Rufus 
and Kate Bush. This is allied to a vivid. 
Technicolor expansion of her musical 
palette that finds her adding rock 
glitz, tor-ch melodrama and big, bright 
Blondie-style pop songs to her former 
troubadourisms. Yet beneath the
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC Hl-FI TEST DISC
"...this 1s a very live and exciting album with tremendous atmosphere. .."

RODRIGO Y GABRIELA Live Manchester and Dublin RubLAorks

Music: Mexican duo Rod y Gabs play 
heavy metal on acoustic guitars, or at 
least that's what they say. Equally they 
"do not play flamenco", which is 
evident. But they do play Brubeck's 
Take Five, so it's not straightforward 
music to categorise. Essentially this is 
a very live and exciting album with

tremendous atmosphere and some 
stunning, grin-inducing guitar duetting 
between the pair. The metal influence 
would seem to come from Metallica, 
although the instrumentation and lack 
of shrieking vocals changes everything 
for the better. It'll make you want to go 
and see them for real.

Sound: A very simple recording made on 
MD this shows that it's not what you use 
but how you use it that counts. Loads of 
space and excellent dynamics make it a 
very engaging recording. JK

Music 
Sound

On Freedom, which is coloured solely 
by acoustic guitar and harmonica.

Recorded in Nashville with a

ERIC BIBB
Get Onboard Telarc

Bibb's pedigree might be 
impeccable (Paul Robeson was his 
godfather and his uncle was John 
Lewis of the MJQ), but his albums have 
all too often tended towards the 
impeccable too - tasteful blues for the 
dinner-party set. heavy on the virtuosic 
musicianship, but a little too easy on the 
ear. Thankfully, his latest offering has 
noticeably more verve and bite than 
previous efforts and while it's certainly 
not raw, it's not overly smooth either, 
blending blues, soul and gospel to 
powerful effect Spirit I Am, with its 
chanted chorus and Wurlitzer organ is 
a standout, as is the spiritual Stayed

stellar group of session musicians, the 
sound is clean and a little dry, but 
delivered with conviction. DO

BERNSTEIN
Chichester Psalms NAXOS8.559177 
Music: Performances throughout 
this selection are superb. Marin Alsop 
brings a firm hand to proceedings, 
and the orchestra has rarely 
sounded more distinguished. The 
sound is characteristically bright and 
lively with a strong sense of presence. 
Sound: Recorded at the Poole Arts 
Centre and edited at 24-biV192kHz 
resolution, the results on this occasion 
live up to the hype. The sound is very 
deep, pure and effortlessly dynamic, 
with a spacious and well separated, 
yet homogenous, soundstage. And 
as usual with Naxos, it comes at a 
bargain price. If there is a criticism, 
it is that the total running time is 
on the short side, clocking in at well 
under 50 minutes. AC****

EMI
CLASSICS

Berime’ Philharmoniker

BRUCKNER
Symphony No.4

BRUCKNER
Simon Rattle (cond) Berlin Phil em/ 

Classics 0946 3 84723
.Music As performances of The 
Romantic, Bruckner's most popular 
symphony go, this one is stately and 
measured, in the manner of some of 
Rattle's Mahler with the Birmingham 
SO Even so, there is a quiet intensity 
as the music unfolds that makes it 
truly compelling, especially the finale. 
Sound : Recorded at the Philharmonie 
in Berlin, which can be unforgiving 
on record, the sound can best be 
described as 'okay'. It lacks the 
immediacy and sense of structure 
found in the best recorded Bruckner, 
for example the Gunter Wand set 
of 4-9 in pristine SACD. If ever a 
performance cried out for a high
resolution recording, this is it. AC

A^LAF'.

RACHMANINOV 
lHfF'lOf!Hl OrtyO 
SYMPHONIC DANCES

VI*OW..IU.OWS.I
■■ -..V ' ■ , ■ tIMOKC^tsHU

Music
Sound

that you'd notice given the natural flow and cohesion of the four recorded pieces.
Sound: Recorded in a chapel using custom-built vacuum-tube microphones, the
record was produced without overdubs or equalisation. It's unusually quiet but
with an immediate atmosphere; a slight increase in volume reveals wonders. DO

Apparently, the pair met just half an hour before the
recording and simply jammed along with each other. Not

CREEDENCE CLEARWATER REVIVAL
Bayou Country
Analogue Productions
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: Bayou Country was CCR's second album and the 
one that took them to the top of the charts with two 
singles, the title track and the highly regarded Proud 
Mary. CCR came out of San Francisco but produced 
blues rock with a distinctly Southern flavour that harked 
back to the earliest days of rock and roll. These seven 
tunes have a drive that is irresistible and undoubtedly 
influenced bands like ZZ Top, The Band and Little Feat. 
There is an earthy, down-home feel to the best songs that gets to the heart of 
things in a very catchy fashion. Pop at its finest.
Sound: Analogue Productions has done a sweet job with what is not the most 
sophisticated of originals, retaining the analogue feel and delivering the 
energy of the live recording. JK

Music 
Sound

***** 
**** ★

RACHMANINOV - ISLE OF THE DEAD, 
SYMPHONIC DANCES
Vladimir Jurowski (cond), London Phil
LPO Live 0004
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: For those who complain that classical music is 
short in the areas of rhythm and timing, here's a recording 
that proves this doesn't have to be the case. The 
deservedly popular Isle Of The Dead has rarely sounded 
so pointed or rhythmically involved and this budget-price 
recording is at least as good as most of the more famous 
old recordings, with a hypnotic quality from the outset 
which beautifully captures the lopsided pulse of the bass.

London Philharmon« Orchestra

Sound: Jurowski is Principal Conductor of the LPO and this recording was 
made live at the Royal Festival Hall - prior to its recent major refit - in the 
presence of an audience. The result is a pleasantly airy, atmospheric sound, 
though any audience sound inevitably tends to alienate some listeners. AC

Music 
Sound

****
*****

RY COODER AND VM BHATT
A Meeting By The River
Analogue Productions
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: Now regarded as a world music scholar, Californian 
guitarist Ry Cooder made one of his first global fusion 
attempts with this 1993 album. He plays his trademark 
slide guitar while VM Bhatt plays the mohan vina - an 
instrument of his own design that combines the shape of 
the guitar with the fluidity and tone of the sitar.

Music
Sound

Music
SouniJ
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Which jazz albums truly define the genre? HFC investigates.
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the world and its many, often very localised flavours mean that 
jazz isn't about to disappear any time soon.

What follows are a dozen important jazz recordings. Although 
some of these discs regularly feature in hi-fi demonstrations, these 
CDs are selected more on musical content than recording quality. 
Call it the Oscar Peterson Trio Syndrome; his best CD from a jazz 
perspective - but not in any way an audiophile disc - is Night Train. 
And while hi-fi enthusiasts wax lyrical about We Get Requests, the 
selection of songs on that disc are generally considered pedestrian 
by jazz enthusiasts.

Hot Fives and Sevens (JSP)
Moving from New Orleans to New York and then Chicago, Louis 
Armstrong quickly established himself as so much more than second 
cornet in King Oliver's band. The Hot Five and Hot Seven bands he 
created (specifically for the studio - itself a first) show 'Satchmo' as one 
of the finest musicians of all time and one of the greatest bandleaders in 
history. The first pop star - his popularity in the late 1920s was akin to 
that of Elvis in the 1950s or The Beatles in the 1960s - Armstrong's 
version of West End Blues is the ultimate three-minute jazz masterpiece 
(the three-minute pop song dates from this time, as it was the maximum 
capacity fora single side of a 10-inch, 78rpm record).

J
azz was originally a uniquely 20th Century, American art 
form (so much so that Louis Armstrong 'revised' his birthday 
from 4th August 1901 to 4th July 1900). Its successes and 
downturns tracked not only the events of the last century, but 

also reflected the technologies that underpinned the record industry. 
It's a difficult genre to pin down, as jazz is regularly influenced 

by - and influences - other musical disciplines. As such, luminaries 
regularly announce the death of jazz, as it reforms and reshapes 
itself. Although jazz is unlikely to reclaim the popular sales it once 
had, what began in America in the last century has spread around

Complete Recorded Works 1926-1930 (JSP)
Born out of a melting of African rhythms with American folk and spiritual 
roots, the first inklings of what was to become jazz appeared in New 
Orleans in the late 1890s. Sadly, there are no recordings of early jazz 
pioneers like Buddy Bolden and early acoustic recordings of acts like the 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band are of extremely poor quality. Fortunately, 

the Western Electric recording process arrived in the mid-1920s 
and tireless self-publicist Jelly Roll Morton revisited many of his 

early hits in an effort to re-brand himself as the ’inventor' of 
n jazz. Regardless, his prolific output and indisputable talent as 
■S a composer are clear from this five-CD set

«ST POSSIMI SOUND
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Benny Goodman

Sales of New Orleans, ’Dixieland1 or 'Trad’ jazz faded in the early 1930s 
(sparking the first ’jazz is dead’ comments), to be swiftly replaced by 
Big Band or Swing orchestras. None typified the genre better than 
clarinettist and bandleader Benny Goodman, dubbed ’The King of Swing'.

Django Reinhardt
Djangology (Recall)
Jazz had quickly spread beyond America's borders (thanks to record sales 
and émigré musicians escaping racism and draconian contracts), but had 
yet to find a non-American voice of its own. Then, as Swing came to 
dominate the US jazz scene, a Belgian gypsy guitarist called Django

His legendary Carnegie 
Hall concert in January 
1938 was essentially half 
swing gig and half potted 
history of the first four 
decades of jazz. Overall, it 
brought jazz mainstream 
credibility as well as 
popularity and was one of 
the most important sets in 
the history of the genre.

Reinhardt (along with his brother 
Joseph on 'rhythm' guitar and violinist 
Stephane Grapelli) took Paris by storm 
with 'Manouche' or ’Gypsy’ Jazz. Despite 
a partially paralysed left hand 
(following a caravan fire), Django's style 
of high-speed arpeggio solos marked the 
first truly European jazz sensation. His 
acoustic style remains popular today, 
with guitarists like Stochelo Rosenberg 
keeping the Manouche flame alive.

Charlie Parker Miles Davis
Complete Jazz at Massey Hall (Jazz Factory) The Complete Birth of the Cool (Blue Note)
Jazz never recovered its pre-WWII popularity and consequently turned 
inward. The result was bebop; complex, challenging and inherently arty.
And few took bebop as far as saxophonist Charlie Parker. The Massey

While East Cost musicians grappled with bebop, their brethren in
California developed cool jazz. Using the same concepts as bebop 
(chord-based improvisation, or 'playing the changes', 'passing' tones

Hall concert is the ultimate bebop 
Gillespie, pianist Bud Powell, 
bassist Charles Mingus and 
drummer Max Roach turned up on 
15 May 1953 at the Massey Hall, 
Toronto. It was the only time the 
five legends played together, the 
audience was tiny and Parker only 
had a plastic alto sax to his name. 
And yet, the 14 tracks - six of which 
formed the original album cut - are 
the stuff of legend.

Parker, trumpeter Dizzy and chords, moving the rhythm from 
the snare to the cymbals), cool jazz 
steered clear of the more 'angular' 
tempos and abstract harmonies.
Birth of the Cool is perhaps the most 
important album of this genre, even 
though it wasn't released until 1957, 
some seven years after being 
recorded. Miles and his peers turned 
a new audience on to jazz and the 
start of the audiophile's love affair 
with the genre begins here.

Art Blakey Miles Davis
Art Blakey and the Jazz Messengers (Blue Note)
Bebop was all played out by the mid-1950s and it looked as if the West
Coast's cool jazz would be the dominant form. However, musicians then 
began to mix elements of blues, gospel and R&B into bebop and the 
result - hard bop - was at its acme at the time when stereo records first

Kind of Blue (SonyBMG)
You can't discuss jazz without mentioning Kind of Blue. Merging 
elements of cool jazz, hard bop and modal music (improvisations around 
the melody, not the chord changes), Kind of Blue is the most successful 
jazz album ever; it’s still selling well almost 50

appeared. Consequently, many 
hard bop recordings (especially 
those on the Blue Note label) 
feature strongly in the 
audiophile collection to this day. 
Moanin' is a prime example; 
accessible enough for people to 
tap their feet to in coffee shops, 
yet complex enough for the jazz 
buff to wax lyrical about the 
use of'call and response' 
themes from African music.

years after its first release. So 

What - the first track of the 
album - pares music back to 
the bone, with just 16 bars 
of one chord, eight bars of a 
second then another eight 
bars of the first. With a band 
including John Coltrane on 
sax, it was clear this was 
always going to be one of 
the most significant sessions 
in jazz history.
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[Feature] music guide

John Coltrane
A Love Supreme (Impulse)
Trane' was the arch polymath of jazz sax; his earlier work covered 
everything from bebop to cool jazz and yet at the end of his life he 
became one of the most 'out there’jazzers, alongside Eric Dolphy and 
Albert Ayler. His purple patch in the early-mid 1960s on Impulse records 
and A Love Supreme, in particular, shows how elegantly he could blend 
together diverse elements like hard bop and free jazz. A four-part suite 
dedicated to God (although with a later album called Ohm, not 
exclusively God in the 
Christian sense), A Love 
Supreme is a series of 
improvisations that never 
once sound like random 
jazz noodling. Little 
wonder then that many 
enthusiasts believe that 
when John Coltrane died 
in 1967 age 40, jazz 
died with him.

A Love Supreme John Coltrane 
i
¡

The Inner Mounting Flame (Sony Jazz)
Jazz was struggling in the late 1960s, as its potential audience turned 
to rock and psychedelic albums. The response was albums that were a 
'fusion' of different styles, commonly jazz with rock (incidentally, rock 
musicians began experimenting with their own brand effusion with 
jazz - Frank Zappa's Hot Rats album being one of the best examples). 
The Mahavishnu Orchestra was the early archetype; a multinational 
group playing rock instruments with 'different' time signatures found in 
jazz, funk, Indian and classical music. It may sound dated in parts today, 
but this album still resonates through modern jazz and rock.

Keith Jarrett
The Köln Concert (ECM) The Blessing
This album of solo piano works has become so ingrained into the All Is Yes (Cake)
Zeitgeist, that it's difficult to remember how avant-garde it was when first 
released back in 1975. Essentially three tracks - 26, 34 and seven

And so we come to the 21 st Century and the shape of jazz to come... 
perhaps. Post-bop, post-fusion, post-modern and people with bags

minutes long respectively - the live recording is 
an improvisation over a few 
chords, often just one chord 
for extended periods. Perhaps 
it's down to Jarrett's phrasing - 
which is less harsh than many 
of his avant-garde peers - but 

the Köln Concert is 
still very popular 

with hardcore jazz

E
k. aficionados and hi-

fi enthusiasts alike.

KEITH BARRETT THE KOLN CONCERT

over their heads on the cover; what more could you ask for? This West 
Country act (with Portishead's drummer and bassist) crunks up 
everything from pop to Coltrane to loungejazz and sprinkles in a 
healthy dose of humour on these 10 largely improvised tracks. With 
new discs from the likes of 
The Blessing - as well as more 
'conventional' jazz offerings 
from Brad Mehldau, Pat 
Metheny, the Neil Cowley 
Trio, Antonio Sanchez, Norma 
Winstone, Bjornstad and 
Rypdal and many more 
-jazz still has a lot to offer.

'V

A-Í.MH
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Totem Arro
It's our slimmest floor standing speaker, with a 4.5"" sandwich 
cone woofer with dual magnet, and a soft dome tweeter 
tuned for low resonant frequency. Although this design is 
very slim, it produces an amazing - never expected - deep 
bass. The Arro can perform comfortably even near walls. As 
with other Totem models, the Arro's small lateral dimensions 
are a virtue, not a compromise. Its very smallness allows it to 
project a completely believable stereo image most large 
speakers are unable to replicate.

The Arro brings Totem quality to smaller rooms and smaller 
budgets. Yet it performs like a champion, as its narrow 
cabinet has the rigidity of an expensive stand. It has the firm 
monocoque chassis you expect from Totem, with interlocked 
mitred joints, and unique borosilicate damping. It also has a 
hard-wired crossover network with bypassed oil capacitors, 
and it can be bi-wired.

London Area

Five different finishes 
are available-four 
types of veneer: cherry, 
mahogany, maple and 
black ash and the fifth 
being a sublime white 
satin lacquer.

The standard added 
plinth with four spikes 
can be mounted by 
our specialists, 
although optional, 
using the unique 
Totem "Claw"" with ball 
bearing to floor system 
will give even better 
results.
The name is evocative 
of the arrow, which 
echoes the tribal 
theme suggested by 
our name, Totem.
The shape of this stand 
also mirrors an arrow, 
long and slim. Like a 
fine quality arrow, it is, 
at once, noticeably 
light and extremely 
rigid. And it reaches its 
target...the heart of the 
music. Listen to it, and 
you'll conclude that 
Totem has hit another 
bullseye with the Arro.

South East

South
South West

Midlands

North

Scotland

Wales

O'Brien Hifi, LONDON,Tel: 020 89461528

Audio-T,CAMBERLEY. SurreyTel:01276 68S597

Studio AV, ETON, Berkshire, 01753 631OOO
Audio-T,READING, Berkshire Tel:01189 585463

Rayleigh Hi Fi,RAYLEIGH,Essex,Tel:01268 779762
Rayleigh Hi Fi, CHELMSFORD, Essex,Tel:Ol 245 265245

Audio-T,TUNBRIDGE WELLS,Kent,Tel:01892 525666

Rayleigh Hi Fi,SOUTHEND,Essex,Tel:01702 43S2SS

Norman Hobbs, HAYWARDS HEATH,West Sussex,Tel:01444 413353

Fusion Sound & Vision, Ipswich, SUFFOLK, Tel:Ol 728 748471
Audio-T, PORTSMOUTH, Hampshire, Tel 023 9266 3604

Audio Destination, TIVERTON, Devon,Tel 01884 243584
Movement Audio, POOLE, Dorset, Tel: 01202 730865/380018
Audio Excellence, BRISTOL. Tel:0117 926 4975

Gloucester Hifi,GLOUCESTER, Te1:01452 38 22 22
Leicester Hifi, LEICESTER, Tel: 01162 539753

Audio Counsel, CHEADLE,Cheshire,Tel:01614 916090
The Sound Organisation,YORK,Yorkshire,Tel:01904 627108

Moorgate Acoustic,SHEFFIELD, South Yorkshire,Tel:Ol 14 275 6048

Practical Hifi, WARRINGTON, Cheshire, Tel: 01925 632179
Practical Hifi,MANCHESTER, Greater Manchester,Tel:0161 839 8869

Practical Hifi, PRESTON, Lancashire,Tel:01772 883958

Practical Hifi,LANCASTER, Lancashire,Tel:01524 39657
Practical Hifi, BLACKPOOL, Lancashire, Tel: 01253 300599
Practical Hifi, BOLTON, Lancashire, Tel:Ol 204 395789

Loud &Clear,EDINBURGH. Tel:0131 5553963
Loud &Clear,GLASGOW,Tel:0141 2210221

Audio Excellence, SWANSEA,Tel 01792 474608

To receive your free 
copy of our catalogue, 
please visit: 
totemacoustic.eu 
or call 003215 285585 TotemAcoustic.eu

United Kingdom Distributor
info@toternacoustic.eu
Belgium TeL 0032 15 285 585

mailto:info@toternacoustic.eu


the
audio
consultants

T 0118 981 9891
E info@audioconsultants.co.uk 

www.audioconsultants.co.uk

FINE TWO CHANNEL AUDIO SYSTEMS

a

b

Spectral 15S pre-amplifier 100S power amp.
The latest version of these products brings some 
of the technology associated with their reference 
products into a more affordable price point.
Total cost £9600.
MIT Cables. We are delighted to represent 
this long standing US cable manufacturer. 
Extremely transparent, extended bandwidth, 
superb linearity and current delivery compared 
to many other cables. We also have a selection 
of their MA (Maximum Articulation) grades 
for home evaluation trials.

c Accuphase C-2000 pre-amplifier A3O power amp.
30 watts of pure Class A power plus a superb 
pre-amp gives one of the most 3-dimensional 
soundstages. Total cost £7500.

Peak Consult Princess loudspeakers.
The Princess Floorstander is a slim design, 
occupying only 21 x 32cm on the floor. 
A two way design with an extremely linear 
response but with a wide frequency 
extension that you would normally expect 
from larger speakers. The extensively 
damped cabinets, each one weighing 
42kg, come in 3 solid wood finishes, ash, 
rosewood or walnut, and are finished front 
and back with real leather trim. When 
partnered with ancillary equipment of 
commensurate quality, it is a revelation to 
experience such a large, transparent sound 
from a small cabinet. From £6600.

For further info about any of our products visit www.audioconsultants.co.uk

e Ayre K-5 pre-amplifier V-5 power amp.
The classic Ayre sound in a very affordable 
package. Elegant, refined sound from a dual 
mono, fully balanced design. Total cost £4990.
System Audio The Ranger loudspeakers.
The latest elegant, slim floorstander from 
this Danish manufacturer. A large sound 
stage from a speaker that is not room 
placement fussy. £1749.

Acustica Applicata • Accuphase • Aesthetix • Audio Physic • Ayre Acoustics • Benz-Micro • (ardas • DaVinciAudio Labs Esoteric • Futureglass • Gamut • German Physiks^ Grand Prix Audio • Harmonic Resolution Systems • Leben • Lyra Mit (ables • MonoPulse • Nagra • Nordost • Nottingham Analogue • Opera • Pagode^ Peak (onsult • Quadraspire Siltech • Sme Limited • Spectral Audio • Stax • System Audio • Thiel • Transfiguration • Velodyne • Whest Audio
How to find us
Located approximately 15 minutes drive 
from either M4/Junction 12 or M3/Junction 6 
with free and easy parking outside the building.
We have a home evaluation scheme for those 
who might find this method more convenient.

7 Comet House 
Calleva Park 
Aldermaston 
Reading 
Berkshire RG7 8JA 
T 0118 981 9891

Demonstrations by appointment 
Mondays to Saturdays 10:00 to 18:00.
11 is advisable to call us before visiting.
Part exchange welcome. Ex-demonstration 
and previously owned equipment listed on 
our website: www.audioconsultants.co.uk

ac/hfc/49

mailto:info@audioconsultants.co.uk
http://www.audioconsultants.co.uk
http://www.audioconsultants.co.uk
http://www.audioconsultants.co.uk


CH ICEMAIL
□

 The pick of this month's best letters
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW. Or email your letters to hifimail@futurenet.co.uk

Naim that tune

I read with interest on your website about 
Naim's new HDX 'hard disk player'. I find it 
impossible to believe that a company can 
charge thousands of pounds for a one-trick
pony PC in a fancy box. I can do exactly the 
same thing on my PC and that cost less than 
£500... and I can also use it to send an email 
like this one. The Nairn doesn't even burn CDs । 

How can a company think this is credible' 
Nairn should stick to doing what it does best; 
making amplifiers!

Sam Piggott via email

HFC Naim's HDX has engendered more 
forum posts in hi-fi than almost any 
product since the Apple iPod. Like the 
noise surrounding the release of the iPod, 
much of that forum traffic is based on no 
actual experience of the real product, but
sheer speculation. Back when the iPod was corner, but for those of us who live north of
launched, the noise was all about how Watford, visiting a 'nearby' audio purveyor

Above: The controversial Nairn HDX hard disk player

Apple had 'missed the boat', how the iPod 
was 'too little, too late' and how 'no one's 
going to pay that much for a MP3 player'. 
The forum furies were wrong about the 
iPod; they might be just as wrong about 
the HDX. We suspect Nairn will sell to 
many people looking to the next 
generation of Nairn audiophile player. 
Many of these people already own a CDX2 
player and yet strangely that isn't 
considered a 'CD player in a fancy box'. 
One thing's for sure, we can wait to test 
the HDX and bring you the results.

DEAL OR NO DEAL
You often suggest the best way of choosing 
the right product is by going to a dealer 
with a demonstration room and listening for 
yourself. This might be fine for you London 
types, where there's a hi-fi dealer on every

"Naim should stick to 
doing what it does 
best; making amps."
can easily be a round trip of 100 miles or 
more. And as the internet offers the best 
deals, what does a traditional hi-fi dealer 
really have to offer'

Amrit Singh via email

HFC There are millions of possible 
permutations of hi-fi products and even 
those that are notionally practical (no-one 
hooks a f l 00 DVD player to a f 10,000 
amp... do they?) quickly run into the 
thousands of possible combinations. Not 
all these permutations and combinations 
gel though; every dealer worth his or her 
salt will know a range of products that do 
work together. They will also realise - 
through a subtle series of questions and a 
process of elimination in tests - what kind 
of system will suit the listener, the 
listener's room and the listener's budget. 
All of which is pretty damn impossible to 
do by clicking on a mouse. There's 
nothing intrinsically wrong with internet 
shopping, but you do need to be aware of 
the potential pitfalls. Cl

SUH

COMMUTER RAGE
I used to enjoy listening to my hi-fi as a way 
of relaxing after a long day at work. But, not 
any more. My commute takes me past a 
college and everyday the same oiks pile on to 
the bus and fire up their mobile phones. It's 
JUSt one ten-second snippet of R'n'B after 
another. If you ask them to turn it down they 
just get surly, even ignoring the bus signs 
about unsociable music levels. I find the 
whole ordeal grinds me down and makes 
listening to music at home impossible. Surely 
I'm not alone in being upset by this'

Adrian Jennings via email

HF( No, you aren't alone. Idiots on public 
transport selfishly intrude upon thousands 
of bus, train and tube users every day. But 
there is a (non-combat) solution. ACS 
(Advanced Communication Solutions) 
01295 266665 makes custom-fit earpieces 
for Shure and Etymotic in-ear headphones. 
These pieces are replicas of your inner ear 
and block out more noise than any noise
cancelling system on the market. The 
result is incredible and allows you to enjoy 
your own music without any interruption. 
The editor swears by them, too.

WIN
RUSS ANDREWS 

SOUND 
SOLUTIONS BOOK

Sound Solutions

The author of our letter of the month’ 
will receive a free copy of Russ Andrews' 
excellent hi-fi book, Sound Solutions. 
This compact and invaluable tome is an 
excellent guide to getting the best out of 
the equipment you already own. So drop 
us a line, or email
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[choice Mail] Readers' letters

□ A BASS BLAST FROM THE PAST
I was the originator of the idea that sub-bass 
('infra-bass' as I like to call it) is important in 
sound reproduction, long before Richard Lord 
of REL arrived on the scene. I was granted 
three full patents in hifi loudspeaker science, 
one of which covered a foolproof way of 
producing clean, undistorted and efficient 
sub-bass down to single figures, even in 
small rooms. I built a number of different 
designs of full-range systems, typical 
response 4Hz-30kHz, lectured to the Audio 
Engineering Society and I also demonstrated 
this to the public at the London Hi-Fi Show 
in 1984.

Consequently, I do not agree with David 
Vivian's statement (in Understanding Bass, 
HFC 306) that "lifelike bass... isn't going to 
happen in a small listening room."’ It is 
possible; ruler flat with a measuring mic, 3dB 
at SHz and -OdB at 7Hz in a 5x4m room... I 
still have the original demo pair; the drivers 
are about 25 years old now but still give a 
good result.

David Vivian does, however, say some very 
important things about bass extension in 
audio reproduction that I completely 
endorse, especially its importance in 
producing 'realism' as if live. When 
loudspeakers are genuinely flat to near DC, 
it becomes important to make the whole 
reproducing chain similarly flat, although 
some trickery can be employed if you know 
what you are doing. A good rule of thumb 
is that a square wave at ISHz should 
reproduce with a flat top at the amplifier 
speaker terminals.

Graham Holliman Hertfordshire

"I've now inherited my father's hi-fi; is there 
anything out there that can compete today?"
HFC (David Vivian replies): Perhaps I was 
a little over-zealous in dismissing the 
realisation of very low bass in small rooms. 
I have witnessed subwoofers pressure-drive 
small spaces down to some extraordinarily 
low frequencies but, for me, the experience 
has never been particularly pleasant 
(usually because the content has been 
the LF channel of a blockbuster movie 
DVD). When it comes to music, I've yet 
to be convinced. The wavelength of a 
20Hz note is 20 feet. In a room that can 
accommodate this, it's as if the note has 
room to breathe and develop properly. 
Even the best subwoofers struggle to 
match the sense of ease and freedom 
when attempting to reproduce the same 
frequency in a small room.MORE BASS CUTS
In the May issue of Hi-Fi Choice, you asked 
your readers to let you know if there are sub
bass tracks somewhere around. I think this 
album is a good sample: Hatfield's End 
Stonehenge 4 - Echoes of Ancient Mysteries. 

This album goes as deep as the ocean, bass 
is as heavy as the stones of Stonehenge 
themselves, but the track Show of hands is 
the track where the basslines really dive into 
the deep. I hope you can find this CD 
somewhere over there.

Also a favourite track: Sarah Mclachlan - I 
Love You from the album Surfacing.

Sjon Homan Netherlands

NO FUNKING AROUND
I read some of your best bass cuts, both in 
the Understanding. Bass feature (HFC 307) 
and the subsequent comments made by 
readers in the next issue. I'm shocked that 
no-one came up with any hardcore funk cuts 
from the 1970s. The eponymous album 
Funkadelic has some truly gut-churning lines 
in tracks like What is Sou/? and, of course, 
there's the epic one-sided 12" single of 
Aquoboogie (A Psychoo/phadiscobetabioaqu 
adoo/oop) from Parliament's Motor Booty 
Affair That has bad,uncontrollably P-Funked 
up bass lines. Get in1

'MiniMoog' via emailBACK TD THE FUTURE
I read Jez Williamson's letter (HFC 307) with 
interest. He asked how far CD technology 
has advanced in the last decade. I want to 
take it further ... how much has audio 
advanced since stereo first appeared? It 
seems we take one step forward and two 
back. My father's system (bought in the 
1970s) comprises a Quad 33 preamp and 
303 power amp with a pair of Chartwell 
LS3/5a loudspeakers. He added a CD player 
(a Marantz CD94) in the mid-1980s and that 
system served him perfectly until he died a 
few years ago. In contrast, I bought my first 
' real' system (Micromega Leader CD player, 
I nca Tech Claymore amp, Heybrook HBls) in 
the early 1990s and it wore out soon after. 
Worse, I think my dad's system sounded 
better. I have now inherited my father's hi-fi; 
is there anything out there that can compete 
with it today'

Austin Hartnell via email

HFC In many respects the Quad 33/303 
combination is the stuff of hifi legend. Few 
things in life are as reliable and their 
reputation for never going wrong is richly 
deserved. Similarly, the Marantz CD94 has 
a reputation for excellent longevity and it's 
only recently that parts for the LS3/Sa 
have become hard to obtain. These are 
exceptional products -your late father 
chose well - but there are products with the 
same long-lived reputation today; Quad still 
builds exceptionally well-made products, as 
does Nairn Audio, SME and many others. 
And check out next month's Ultimate Croup Test (on sale 24th July) to see which 
mini-monitor, if any, can out-do the LS3/Sa.
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Is this the best improvement you'll 
ever make to your system?

Unless you try, you'll never know.
MAVROS CABLE STOCKISTS

MM.________________________________________________________________
Call these dealers for an obligation free demonstration or home trial.
• Aberdeen:

Holburn Hi Fi, 
Tel: 01224 585713
Note@holburnhifi.co.uk

• Kilmarnock:
Kevin Galloway Audio, 
Tel: 01563 574185
l nfo@kevingallowayaudio.co.uk

• Glasgow:
Glasgow Audio, 
Tel: 0141 332 4707
matt@glasgowaudio.com

• Newcastle:
Lintone Audio, 

Tel: 0191 477 4167
info@lintone.co.uk

• Wrexham: Acton Gate Audio, 
Tel: 01978 355522
sa les@acton-gate.com

• Sheffield: Moorgate Acoustics, 
Tel: 0114 275 6048
sales@moorgate.demon.co.uk

• Market Harborough:
Divine Audio, 
Tel: 01858 432999 
tim@divineaudio.co.uk

• Solihull: Music Matters 
Tel: 0121 742 0254
sa I es@musicmatters.co. uk

• Banbury:
Overture, Tel: 01295 272158
sales@overture.co.uk

• Aylesbury:
Noteworthy Audio, 
Tel: 01296 422224
i nfo@noteworthyaudio.co.uk

• Guildford: P.J. Hi Fi,
Tel: 01483 504801
info@pjhifi.co.uk

• Ashford: Soundcraft Hi Fi, 
Tel: 01233 624441
sales@soundcrafthifi.com

• Stratford: Music matters
Tel 01789 414533
Stratford@Musicmatters.co.uk

The new Atlas Mavros with deletion free copper 
conductors, copper plugs and entirely new 
microporous dielectrics is probably the best 
cable in the World.

ATLAS Cables
atlascables.com

WHAT HI Fl? SOUND AHO VISION
★ ★★★★

INTERCONNECTS
Alkis Equator • August 2002 

Atlashplorer • July 2002 
A!lasVoyager • April 20(22

SPEAKER CABLE
Atlas Ascent • October 201H
AtlasHype<3 0 • July 200S
OGTAlINTERCONNECT

Allas(ompass • Ajgw<t 2002

BestBuy BestBuy », 2002'. ». 2003
Atlas Equate<

mli i-.b i.■! ; t,. & 2003

AtlasNavigatorAIl Cu 
Bess Audiolnterconnect 2002

Atlas Eleltra All C> PTFE 
fdiior'sChokeJan 2005

UTiiiti" I A II

*****
SPEAKER CABLE

A!las12S • December 20X22

HHICHOICE
*****

SPEAKER CABLE
Atlas 1 25 • October 2003

AWARDS

S.VIDEO CABLE
Atlas Vector •August 2002 

COMPONENT VIDEO CABLE 
A!la< Element • May 2004

Atlas Mavros 
March 2008
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ASK 
A LAN
Got a burning hi-fi question? Ask Alan...

Send your queries to:
Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW7 6NW.
Or email your queries to hifimail@futurenet.co.uk

WE ARE GLASS

I've been trying to find a system that will 
sound good in my conservatory. I've tried a 
Denon micro system and a couple of iPod 
docks, but they all sound really bright and 
aggressive sounding. Is it worth going for 
more upmarket equipment - possibly even 
separates - or am I flogging a dead horse?

Keith Jones via email

HFC The problem with a conservatory 
is that they are often constructed 
from bright, reflective materials. Glass 
walls and ceilings, not much in the way 
of wall covering and, often, metal 
garden furniture that's been dragged 
back 'indoors'.
Nevertheless, there are some things 
you can do to improve the lot of almost- 
outdoor audio. Make the living space 
as comfortable and as softly furnished 
as possible; the more the furnishing 
can soak up, the better the system 
will sound. Also, open one of the 
skylights when playing; it's not much, 
but anything that can break up the 
reflectivity of the ceiling will help. 
Ultimately, there's not a great deal 
that can be done to improve the sound 
of a glass house, so it's best to consider 
it a place for a secondary system. 
Depending on location, it might be 
bettier to run a second set of speakers 
from the main system instead of 
buying anew.

Cone flap conundrum
Dear Alan,
I think I broke my turntable । I recently moved 
house and although I packed the turntable (an 
Audio Note n-1, with Arm l tonearm and IQl 
MM cartridge) carefully, whenever I play it 
now, the loudspeaker woofers go in and out 
like crazy. This doesn't happen with my CD 
player, so it has to be something wrong with 
the vinyl. I'm scared to use the record player in 
case it kills my loudspeakers. Is there anything 
that can be done' I'd rather not do an 80-mile 
round trip to my nearest hi-fi dealer if it were a 
simple repair I can do at home.

Al Tervey via email

HFC The woofers 'going in and out' is 
called 'cone flap'. There are four possible 
causes of cone flap, only one of which 
involves a sharp intake of breath. It may 
be down to the suspended turntable 
sitting on a loose floorboard - if you walk 
across the room, see if the speaker cones 
start bouncing along with every footfall. 
A dedicated turntable wall shelf, as sold 
by Apollo and Quadraspire, can cure this. 
Otherwise, it comes down to a mismatch 
of arm mass and cartridge compliance. 
Given the problem wasn't a problem 
before you moved house, one of two 
things has happened; you have either 
set the tracking weight too high, the 
cartridge has come loose in the headshell 
or (sharp intake of breath) you trashed 
the cartridge in the move. If the weight 
is too high, adjust the counterweight until 
it has the right tracking weight for the 
cartridge (about 1.7 Sg, or just over 
three-quarters of a turn of the RB250 
counterweight from its balance point;, 
remembering to set the bias adjustment 
slider to zero before checking the tracking 
weight, and then resetting it to a bit less 
than 2g again). If the cartridge is loose in 

the headshell, re-tighten it using an 
alignment protractor to ensure it's 
correctly set up. And if it's trashed... 
well, get ready for a long journey.

Rebuilding the Castle
Dear Alan,
My system comprises Marant2 CD63 Mkll Kl 
Signature CD player and PM17 MKll Kl 
Signature integrated amp into a pair of Castle 
Harlech loudspeakers. Until recently, the 
system sounded excellent, but recently one 
of the bass drivers began to distort. I tried to 
ask my old dealer about replacements, but 
both he and Castle Acoustics no longer exist. 
Is this true, and if so, where can I get a 
replacement bass unit?

S J Clarke via email

HFC Sadly, yes it's true; Castle Acoustics 
went out of business recently. However, 
the company is now owned by IAG (the 
parent company behind Audiolab, Quad 
and Wharfedale, among others). We are 
not totally sure how the spares situation 
stands for specific models, but it's worth 
contacting the company on 01480 
447700 or try castle.uk.com) to see what 
can be done.

QUINTESSENCE OF 
DUST
Dear Alan,
A friend of mine told me the worst thing I 
can do for my hi-fi system is to polish it. As a 
consequence, my wife is getting really upset 
that everything else is nice and clean, while 
my hi-fi's covered in half an inch of dust and 
cat hairs. Is it really a bad thing to clean your 
hi-fi system?

Trevor Biggs Norway

HFC A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing, Trevor. There's nothing wrong with
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TOP IPOD SOUND
Dear Alan,
I just bought an Apple iPod (80GB 'Classic' 
version). I have downloaded iTunes to my PC and 
started to move my collection onto the player. 
Trouble is, although it's quick, the sound quality 
is rubbish, next to the original CD. I haven't 
played with the settings on the iPod yet, but what 
can I do to make this sound better? Would new 
headphones help?

William Macleod via email

HFC It's not necessarily the settings on the 
iPod that need to be changed. If you improve 
the way your PC initially 'rips' the disc, the 
sound will get better, at the expense of storage 
space on your iPod. Some go for high-sampling 
AAC (Advanced Audio Coding, set to at least 
128kbps with Variable Bit Rate compressor 
engaged), while others choose Apple Lossless,

keeping your hi-fi system clean and dust-free; 
in fact, keeping the cooling vents clear will help 
lengthen the life of many amplifiers and players. 
The thing to be careful of is silicone, which is a 
commonly found component of spray polishes and 
waxes. Silicone has amazing properties so that it 
gets in places it is not welcome; spray it on the 
top-plate of an amplifier and it will soon start 
coating every part on the PCB. But that means 
steer clear of spray polishes... and things that 
have been used with spray polishes or are 
impregnated with cleaning materials.

Cleaning cloths beloved by jewelers and 
photographers (such as 'Selvyt' polishing cloths, 
or microfibre sheets and pads) are great, as are 
J-Cloths and old, but clean disused T-shirts. 
If your hi-fi is heavy and inaccessible, cleaning 
the underside can be tricky... but once again your 
local camera shop can help. The large Giottos 
'Rocket' air blower is really designed to blow dirt 
off camera sensors and lenses, but will also blow 
away those dust bunnies from under your amp. 
If you need more air power, the same shop will 
sell you a Ken-Air can of compressed air and a 
nozzle. That will shift almost anything living 
under an amplifier! Just remember not to use it 
the wrong way up, otherwise it will release a jet 
of freezing propellant instead of air and turn the 
ean ice-cold in seconds, too.

CABLE CRAZY
Dear Alan,
I'm not happy with the sound of my system. The 
basic components (Shanling CDT80 CD player, 
Consonance Cyber 10 Signature amplifier, Usher CP- 
6371 speakers) are very good, but the bass is too 
powerful and the sound is not refined enough for 

arguing that any form of lossy compression 
(including MP3 and AAC) still throws away 
some 'music', where Apple Lossless keeps the 
sound unsullied. You can also lose compression 
totally and go for AIFF or WAV files.

You'll be able to store about two-and-a-half 
hours' worth of music stored in Apple Lossless 
for one hour of AIFF bit-for-bit recordings. For 
every hour of music in Apple Lossless, you'll get 
about five hours of 128kbps AAC music.

Curiously, Apple does not automatically go 
for error correction in its ripping process. Don't 
make the same mistake; check Preferences > 
Advanced > Importing and tick the 'Use Error 
Correction' box as you set the encoder format. 
Finally, while staying in the preferences folder, 
turn off 'Crossfade Playback' from the 
'playback' section. This prevents long tracks 
from suddenly fading in and out.

me. I have recently changed from Transparent 
Reference XL to Kimber Select KS 1030 
interconnects and KS 3038 speaker cables; this 
helped, but not enough. Would changing to Cardas 
Golden Cross prove any better? Unfortunately, many 
of these products are not imported to Dubai and I 
have to go on guesswork.

Guy Higson via email

HFC I think you might have some mixed up 
priorities here, Guy. The system you have is 
very good, but the cables you are using are 
destined for a class or two above your existing 
components. In essence, you are using cables 
designed to hook together one £10,000 
component to another, and using them with 
considerably cheaper equipment. Whether 
this means you will never get the best from 
the cables or that it shows up the limitations 
of your electronics all the more is moot, 
because there's still a mismatch in the 
system. You don't need to change the cables 
for a while, but what may be happening 
here is the speakers and room do not suit one 
another, and the speakers are setting off the 
room. Try moving the speakers out into the room 
and experimenting with positioning. The most 
likely problem is a mismatch between amp and 
speakers (the Cyber 10 Signature is best used 
with speakers of 94dB sensitivity or greater and 
your Usher's hit around 90dB) that could be 
holding things back, but it could even be the 
CD player, which might be ever so slightly 
softening transients and adding insult to injury. 
Check out these issues before trying out yet 
another set of cables, especially ones that cost 
as much as a Mercedes.

Alan's Tips
SPEAKER CABLES 
WITH O LIT TEARS
Here's an age-c/d dealer's trick for 
ensuring you get the speaker cables round 
the right way. Mark one of the eab/es at 
both ends with something (typically 
something red, for mnemonic reasons 
listed below). Traditionally, one cable had 
an inch-long loop of red heat-shrink plastic 
stuck about 20cm from the speaker 
terminals at both ends of the cable. Now 
mutter the little aide-memoir mantra, 'red 
on the right, what's left is left' when 
plugging loudspeakers to the amplifier. 
This way, you don't get to accidentally 
plug the right speaker into the left 
channel of the amplifier.

This gets a little more confusing, 
because speaker terminals are also colour 
coded, with the 'hot' or 'positive' terminal 
sporting a red colour code and the 
'negative' being represented by black 
colour coding. These are to keep the 
speaker in phase; the speaker cone 
moving out when it should be moving 
outward. If you hook the red plug to the 
red terminal at the amp and the black 
terminal at the speaker (and vice versa), 
the speaker will be 'out of phase' 
(meaning that the cone will be traveling 
backwards when it should be going 
forward). If you then wire the other 
speaker correctly, the two will be out of 
phase with one another. A way of 
checking phase is to play a mono voice 
recording (talk radio on DAB is useful 
here, because you ean clearly see on the 
readout when the signal is in mono) while 
sitting directly in front of the speakers; if 
the voice appears directly in between the 
speakers, all is good, but if the voice is 
disembodied and seems to sound like its 
coming from all around the room, you 
have wired one speaker out of phase with 
the other.

Some amplifiers (Conrad-Johnson 
preamplifiers, for example) invert absolute 
phase, meaning that the loudspeaker 
drivers 'push', when they should 'pull' 
when the loudspeakers are correctly wired. 
The way around this is simple; you should 
hook both speakers in the 'out of phase' 
position described above. However, we'd 
hesitate to say this is something you 
should get too worried about; absolute 
phase appeares to be accurately 
determined by only a small percentage of 
listeners, whereas out-of-phase speaker 
wiring is relatively easy to hear.
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Model 10A

Model 20/2A

Model 20/12A

Model 30/2A

Series M2

Series IV

Series V

Series 300

Ask for details of this superb range: 

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 
tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 fax: +44 (0)1903 814269 

email sales@sme.ltd.uk or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk

vinyl storage
buy online ^^w.i-cubes.co.uk

iCube vinyl storage cubes make it easy to store. access and arrange 
your records in any way and come ready-made in natural or studio 
black finish. Beautifully built using l 8mm mdf. your favourite music 
will be safely stored within these fantastic cubes for years to come.

7" ¡Cube was 
£36 save 50% 
now only 

£18
12” ¡Cube was 
£56 save 50% 
now only 

£28plus free p&p

48hr delivery
only £6

. Get 1

50% OFF Call 01328 730405 (24hrs)

brennan JB7 «r w f
IQb

One button 
plays your entire'*^^- h
music collection...
The JB7 stores up to 2,500 CDs in the space 
of a hardback book. JB7 lets you find and play music 
in seconds. The large bright display and remote control 
allow you to play your entire music collection from your armchair. 
Maybe the best thing is the way JB7 finds and plays long 
forgotten tracks in your CD collection

It takes under five minutes to load a CD. The brennan JB7 has a 
30W per channel stereo amplifier or you can use it with your 
existing amplifier. Prices from £299.

Get the whole story at www.3ga.org.uk
Or call 01638615117
Introductory offer - Quote HFC08 for free delivery.

mailto:sales@sme.ltd.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
cubes.co.uk
http://www.3ga.org.uk


Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high-performance hi-fi in the world.

42 Funk Firm Saffire turntable
46 Yamaha A-S2000 integrated 

amp/CD-S2000 SACD player
50 Epos M5i/Ml 6i loudspeakers
52 Cambridge 840E/840W

pre/power amplifier
57 Denon AH-D2000

headphone
58 Advance Acoustic MPP 206/

MAA 406 pre/power amp
61 Russ Andrews SP-1 

loudspeaker
62 Amphion Xenon loudspeaker

LOUDSPEAKER STANDS 
£120-£300
64 Custom Design RS302
64 KudosS50
65 Partingdon Dreadnought
65 Quadraspire QX-600L

TURNTABLES £600-£1,300
70 Clearaudio Emotion/Satisfy/ 

Aurum
71 Funk V/RB250/Denon 

DL103
72 Michell TecnoDec/RB250/ 

Denon DL103
73 Pro-Ject X-Pack
75 Rega P3-24/Elys/TT PSU
77 Roksan Radius 5/Chorus Black

OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED

" nor an 
. c we liked 
■ point hece is 
p to the job of

recommeod yoo

Tuu l.dn rmd ""’"'" avi!ised players for tn1. 
money. But few tombine dynamics with line 
timing skills as effectively as this. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT

The things we like most 
about the product

BEST BUY

Star ratings for various 
different criteria, like 
sound quality and value 
for money 

----- Trdie UBS WIUI IVIdtdllUS
17 Mkll M, which has excellent build and
•e a very good impression in HFC 243. At 
..ame price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 
ng all-rounder in a compact case.
'ter trying the Heart with the standard 
s we switched over to the Siemens

jrade, a comparison muddied by
.e fact that it was a cold for hot swap - the 

------- >la»»r had hoan nn far muqral days with the
Our overall conclusion 3fter a i|veh“— 

w tubes shone
-‘ rough. The Siemens equipped player has an

•ri snappiei sound with better timing that
es with dense material with remarkable
fidence and ease. It even seems to be

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

★ ★★★VALUE

Good build and open, lively 
sound from a valve DAC with 
plenty of inputs. Tran^ort is 
also great value for money.
D CON
DAC doesn't engage as well as 
thetransportwithlossof 
weight and power through the 
bass unless you prizede 
quality. Cablescostextraand 
competition fromsingte 
ch;nsis desgns won'thelp.

-dv? ,w iwi«!< "!" n-q Wfyambi'"'"' producir9 ; : . 
Mx pt.ypr of thi' huId Qujlotyand price. Sompthin9ju>t ha’ 
to a nd ft i'tht DAf , wtich r" 't do lust <P to the
transport's efforts.

HIFI ★ -*
OVERALL SCORE

The things we think 
couId be better

The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performance. 
Components scoring 
more than four stars 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge

A component 
receiving the coveted 
Hi-Fi Choice Best 
Buy Badge has been 
judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
thereby offering 
outstanding value 
for money.

This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
components that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance, regardless 
of cost These products 
may be considered 
among the very best 
of their kind.

Turn the page for the most 
rigorous tests of serious 
hi-fi in the business...
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Rare Groove
Combine element's of Linn and Pink Triangle with a dash of Funk and the results are startling

PRODUCT Funk Firm Saffire

TYPE Turntable (tested with modded Linn Ittok arm) 

PRICE (Saffire) £1,900; (Funk's Ittok arm mods) £700 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 42x11.5x37cm 
O Weight: 5kg O Solid acrylic plinth O K-Drive DC- 
motor belt drive system O Optional dedicated isolation 
support available O Acrylic platter on inverted main 
bearing

CONTACT Q 01273 585042 ® www.thefunkfirm.co.uk

T
he team at Hi-Fi Choice are big Funk 
Firm fans; this relatively new company 
is already a multiple award winner 
and scooped two Gold honours in our 2007 

Awards issue. So we had high hopes for the 
Saffire, the new top-of-the-range model, which 

is hailed as the modern day replacement for 
the still-popular-after-all-these-years, Pink 
Triangle Anniversary.

At this point, a guick historical re-cap would 
seem in order. Cast your mind back a decade 
or two. While there were many companies 
producing turntables with high-end 
aspirations, there were two major protagonists 
as far as most people were concerned: Linn 
with the formidable Sondek LP12 and Pink 
Triangle with, among other models, the 
philosophically opposing Anniversary. The 
LP12 was all about rhythm, timing and pitch 
accuracy while the PTA favoured the master- 
tape-style neutrality paradigm. People thought 

that these two approaches to music 
reproduction could never meet and that they 
were effectively mutually exclusive. PT fans 
believed the Linn to be coloured and lacking 
transparency, while LP12 supporters deemed 
the Anniversary neither very rhythmical nor 
tuneful.These arguments continued until Pink 
Triangle committed the ultimate heresy...

In 1991, the company threw a multitude of 
spanners into the works, when it introduced 
the sacrilegious Pink Link modification for the 
Sondek. This replaced the LP12's AC motor 
with a DC variety powered by an external 
battery supply The motor was bolted into a 
replacement top plate with a reconfigured

42 HI-FI CHOICE | august 2008

http://www.thefunkfirm.co.uk


Funk Firm Saff i re turntable [ Review ]

SOUND QUALITYFitted with a Dynavector lOX moving coil, and sitting on a mix of Hutter and Mana supports, the Saffire/lttok's sound displays a □

The top-of-the-range Saffire features Funk's 
K-Drive, belt-drive system that employs one 
motor, one belt and three pulleys."
l ayout that positioned it opposite the tonearm mounting. Many people deemed this an outrage, but a many others had no qualms whatsoever about owning a Pink Link as soon as they'd heard it. Indeed it was only ousted from this writer's system very recently by a Funk Vector Link LP12 kit. This particular near complete remodelling of the Sondek was engineered by a certain Arthur Khoubessarian - a former principal of Pink Triangle and now head of The Funk Firm.A while ago, Arthur decided that the Pink Triangle Anniversary deserved to be revisited and so the Funksters produced a thoroughly modern iteration of that famed turntable, which they then christened the Saffire. Unlike the traditional-looking original, the sleek 21 st Century design reflects the way Funk perceives consumers' aspirations and needs have changed over the past twenty years or so.The Anniversary was a sprung, suspended sub-chassis, wooden-plinth design, but the Saffire is based upon a solid acrylic platform, which makes it far easier to use. Hardcore audiophiles will be pleased to hear that it can be positioned upon an optional, dedicated i solation base for optimal performance.The top-of-the-range Saffire features Funk's 

patented K-Drive, belt-drive system that employs one motor, one belt and three pulleys. There is also an additional switch on the power supply case that'll illuminate tiny LEDs in the plinth, adding a whimsical bling element to things.The Saffire also benefits from a refined iteration of the Anniversary's famous inverted main bearing configuration supporting the acrylic main platter and topped of with a Funk Achromat (which, says Funk, provides the best impedance termination for records) The K-drive configuration prevents the drive belt tugging at the platter and causing it to oscillate around the main bearing. What's more, the K-Drive system uses asymmetric slave pulleys that, by rotating at different speeds, ensure that the drive does not generate any resonance. All of this adds up to a ferociously stable platform that spins the record at an absolutely constant speed.The arm-mounting plate is the only part of the system that has been designed to lose energy. Khoubessarian opines that the least deleterious place to dissipate the extraneous energy that cartridges produce is at the point where the tonearm meets the turntable plinth - hence the carbon-fibre/acrylic sandwich construction of the tiny arm-board.

Our review Saffire came fitted with a tonearm that would be very familiar to any fan of Sondek in the 1980s and 1990s - the venerable Linn lttok LVll. The lttok was a great arm, but it had a tendency to be a little 'zingy' This annoyance could be reduced by removing the arm-rest from the Linn's arm-board along with the lift/lower mechanism. This wasn't the most practical of solutions though, because it left one's cartridge exposed to potential damage. The Funk Firm's answer is rather more radical and involves replacing the arm-tube.The lttok F-dot-cross tonearm modification (you have to supply the lttok) retails at £700 and features the ultra stiff, carbon-fibre with crossed I-beams arm tube construction of Funk's new ANTI (Advanced Neutral Transcribing Instrument) The supplied arm also came re-wired and with a £399 Wraith Flexi Link interconnect, using rather delicate, air-dielectric, flat conductor wiring. Along with transmitting maximum amounts of data from the cartridge it's also said to negate the problem of the lttok's performance being dependant upon careful cable-dressing - though that is hardly a major consideration with the skeletal, unsprung design of the Saffire. Sadly, ours got damaged in transit and so we did our listening with a standard Linn lead.
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The lighting is purely a bit of fun. Why are cars 
styled so exotically? It's primarily because people 
want something they can feel pride of ownership 
in and which looks different from what their 
neighbours own. It's the same idea and a feature 
we added once we had sorted out the performance 
of the deck.

Are the spherical feet a similarly cosmetic 
feature or do they influence the turntable's 
performance?
The Saffire is sensitive to the support upon which it 
is placed, which is why we have produced an 
isolation platform specifically for it. However, many 
people like the way it performs and looks just the 
way we’ve supplied it to you.

and
No, they all sound the same. We only 
make black nowadays, but in 
two thicknesses. The 
standard Achromat 
is 5mm thick, but 
we also make a 
3mm version 
for owners of 
Rega decks.
This means 
that they k 
don’t have V 

to mess about 
fitting shims 
to their arms to 
reset the VTA (if 
they want to audition 
the mat) because it's the 
same thickness as the Rega 
felt mat

Is the black Achromat any different to the
n we acquired.a year or two ago 
sen using on the Vector LP12?

We spoke to Arthur 
Khoubessarian, the 
former main man at 
Pink Triangle and now 
the designer and 
driving force behind 
the Funk Firm.

attracted you to the 
Ittok as a tonearm?
AK: It’s not a current product, but there are many 
of them in circulation so we didn't have any 
reservations about playing with it. Given that its 
bearings are well-sorted and that it’s a nice product 
to use, I thought we’d try addressing the perceived 
sting in its sound using the F-X (F-dot-cross) arm 
tube technology from the Funk ANTI It worked out 
rather well and the arm is proving very popular on 
the LP12 Vector turntable. We imagined it might 
make for an interesting review turntable if we fitted 
it to the Saffire. We think that they work rather 
well together. □ wonderfully sure-footed, firmly rooted 

quality: there's a sense of real substance and 
solidity about it. Every voice and instrument 
is sturdily planted in the soundstage and 
presented with a credible three-dimensionality 
and conviction that make the suspension of 
belief delightfully easy. Even when playing 
frenetic punk or crazy free-form jazz, the 
Saffire exudes an air of untroubled relaxation 
and calm composure. There is none of that 
"will it manage to hold on/" tension that 
accompanies the performance of such music 
on lesser turntables.

Aiding it in this respect is an equally 
delightful ability to reveal nuances and detail 
in an unforced but genuinely insightful 
manner. This is not the kind of over-egged 
detailing that some high-end hi-fi can 
overwhelm listeners with; rather it's an 

approach that listens to a piece of music and 
the subtle differences in the way that the 
performer plays his instrument or sings a 
particular line and then reproduces it in a 
completely natural way.

Nor does this turntable have any problems 
with conveying rhythm and timing information. 
In fact, it emerges with often shocking clarity 
thanks to the deck's seemingly complete 
absence of extraneous noise. With many deck 
and arm combinations there's a near constant, 
albeit typically very low level, background hash 
that masks and blurs subtle timing clues. The 
Saffire/lttok, however, sounds markedly quiet 
and that absence of noise is apparent from the 
first time the stylus hits the groove. This is not 
an artificial cleanliness: you still hear 
imperfections on a disc but the Saffire does
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Funk Firm Saffire turntable [ Review ]

not make a meal of them, dealing with clicks 

and pops quickly and quietly, which is always 

an encouraging sign.

Doubtless the K-Drive system plays a huge 

part in this as it certainly does in the Saffire's 

rock-solid portrayal of the piano. This 

challenging instrument's pitch never wavers. 

And this dogged nature also helps the deck 

give wonderful renditions of vocalists. If, for 

example, you ever doubted that Ella 

Fitzgerald's voice was anything less than a 

divine gift, take a listen to her singing on the 

1957 Verve album Ella and Louis Again Vol 2. 
The deck traces every inflexion and modulation 

in each phrase she sings, while displaying her 

flawless intonation perfectly. What's more, the 

Saffire extracts the full emotional content from 

the songs on this album, recorded with Louis 

Armstrong and Oscar Peterson's trio, which, as 

you might expect from the calibre of the 

performers, isn't exactly short of feeling.

The deck's speed stability naturally helps it 

accurately portray note shape. While this is, 

perhaps, most apparent with instruments such 

as the guitar, it also enhances its portrayal of 

instruments with less sharply defined leading 

edges: for example, the Saffire provided a

"...the Funk Saffire proves to be a highly 
capable, entertaining record spinner and the 
lttok makes a surprisingly neutral partner."

TDNEARM
Certainly the most noticeable feature of 
the Ittok F-X (F-dot-cross) is the carbon
fibre arm-tube, which includes technology 
first employed in the Funk Firm's new ANTI 
(Advanced Neutral Transcribing 
Instrument) tonearm. Carbon fibre, 
though, is only part of the story. There's 
much more to this design than merely a 
flash-looking Formula-One-style skin. 
Inside that thin-walled tube, which 
readily resists torsional stresses, there 
is a crossed pair of "I" beams to counter 
the inherent tendency of even very stiff 
tubes to flex along their length. So, the 
tube resists twisting while the crossed 
beams resist length-wise bending. The 
result is a near completely inert platform, 
free of high Q resonances to support 
the cartridge firmly while it traces the 
record groove. The Funk Firm argues 
that no other manufacturer thus far has 
succeeded in virtually eliminating tonearm 
resonances, which can produce 30dB 
peaks in the midband region, regardless 
of the exotic materials used in the arm's 
construction. Many rely upon conventional 
damping techniques, which, says Funk, 
do not work: they simply add mass and 
move the problems further down the 
frequency range.
F^X technology, Funk insists, uses only 
basic physics, but provides an extremely 
effective answer to the complex problem 
of eliminating resonance in tonearms. 

highly realistic performance of sax-player Andy 

Sheppard's Java Jive, capturing the timbre, 

attack, delay and release of each of the variety 

of horns in the ensemble. Even trombone slides 

enjoyed razor-sharp definition.

Another major factor in this turntable's 

success is its sense of balance and lack of 

exaggeration. Tonally, it doesn't favour any 

part of the spectrum, which means that it will 

happily play any recording of any genre you 

throw at it. It treats all music with equal 

respect: for example, it switches from Oscar 

Peterson to The White Stripes with equanimity, 

which is just as well because Icky Thump 

currently tops the playlist. The Saffire's 

controlled nature works well here portraying 

Meg White's heavy-footed drumming and Jack 

White's often feverish guitar playing with 

noticeable composure, while easily maintaining 

the dynamic contrast of tracks such as the 

300mph attack of Torrential Outpour Blues.

We conclude our listening with The Devil's 
Right Hand from the Webb Wilder and The 

Beatneks album ft Came From Nashville, a slice 

of no-nonsense, country-flavoured, Southern 

rock 'n' roll that demands no intellectualising: 

it either sounds right or it doesn't. On the 

Saffire it comes across just as it should - like 

an extremely tight band playing live in a 

Tennessee bar and having a great time doing 

it. Interestingly, the deck gives one of the finest 

portrayals of the song's drum patterns we've 

heard. Feet were tapping so furiously that one 

laptop came very close to forsaking its lap and 

meeting the floor. The sheer power, impact and 

weight of the drums also shines through on 

the White Stripes disc, which suggests that the 

designer's claims about the Saffire's speed 

staying absolutely constant under dynamic 

load are truthful.

All round, the Funk Saffire proves to be a 

highly capable, entertaining record spinner 

and the modified lttok makes a surprisingly 

neutral partner for it. Whether your tastes 

favour raucous rock or calmer classical, this 

funky record player deserves a place near the 

top of your need-to-audition list. HFC
Malcolm Steward

VERDICT
SOUND
*****

FEATURES
****_

BUILD
****______

VALUE
*****

a pro

The Saffire's K-Drive system 
isa teal winner prov'ding rea l 

sub:::n:to thetirrrt;;le : 

sound. The deck is also 

reassuringly solid and stable 

when in use.

a con

Build quality is solid, but 

areas could be tidier. The 
modified Ittok probably isn't 

best suited for the faint of 

heart orthevinyl novice.

CONCLUSION
A highly capable, fine-sounding turntable that only requires 
minimal set-up. It's reassuringly solid and great to look at.
We'd like to see some sort of arm-rest arrangement for the 
tonearm, so its practicality matches its superb performance.
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After a long gap, Yamaha gets back into component high fidelity with style

I

PRODUCT Yamaha A-S2OOO and CD-S2OOO

TYPE Integrated amplifier and CD/SACD player 

PRICE (A-S2OOO) £1,499; (CD-S2OOO) £999

KEY FEATURES (A-S2OOO) Size (WxHxD):
43.5x13.7x41,8cm © Weight: 22.7kg © 90 watts per 
channel (8 ohms) O Inputs: 5x line, IxMM/MC phono 
stage O Tone control with trim and true bypass 
© (CD-S2000) Size (WxHxD): 43.5x 13.7x41,8cm 
© Weight: 15kg © Stereo-only CD/SACD player 
O Digital outputs: lx coaxial, lx optical ©Analogue 
outputs: RCA phono, Balanced (XLR) © Full stage 4 
balanced signal transmission © CD Text

CONTACT S 01923 233166 wwww.yamaha-uk.com

Y
amaha’s contribution to the world of 
high fidelity has been distinctive, 
sometimes even distinguished, but also 

more than a touch patchy, with long barren 
spells punctuating the infrequent highlights. 
The latter include true world beaters such as 
the CT1000 tunerand the beryllium tweeter 
eguipped NS1000. But ambitious mainstream 
high fidelity components have been noticeable 
by their absence; the new 2000 series 
components you see here being their first 
important new introductions for many years.

Now the deed has been done, it has, at least, 
been done properly. First impressions on 
decanting the two components are that 
Yamaha really means business. There are no 
short cuts here. They are unfeasibly heavy, 
superbly built and have the kind of fit and 

finish that usually eludes most Western 
producers, even the more exotic names. The 
CD-S2000 is the disc player and is designed 
to play stereo CDs and SACDs, with outputs 
in single-edged and balanced form. In common 
with many other high-end SACD players, there 
is no provision for multichannel playback.
The A-S2000 is a fairly powerful integrated 
amplifier, subjectively better endowed than 
the numbers suggest.

Yamaha's notes covering these two product 
make much of the fundamental technologies. 
Most amplifiers these days that are not digital 
use a fully complementary configuration, 
utilising matched pairs of NPN-PNP transistors.
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Yamaha A^S2000 integrated amplifier and CD^S2000 CD/SACD player [ Review ]

The ASA21000 uses a different approach, 
which Yamaha describes as a balanced non- 
complementary 'pullable' rather than push
pull design that is fully balanced from the 
i nput (actually just after the input for the 
single ended inputs) to just before the speaker 
terminals. This is to distinguish it from those 
amplifiers with balanced in/outputs, but 
where the internal architecture is single
ended. The configuration has all the usual 
benefits of balanced operation, in particular 
rejection of noise on the signal or earth lines 
imposed from external sources. Yamaha also 
use a more sophisticated than usual power 
supply which has constant current and 

"It's obvious that the new Yamaha 
combination is a very welcome addition to 
an area of the market shon of real stars... ”
constant voltage characteristics, regardless 
of the draw placed by the audio circuits. Also, 
because the amplifier is not push-pull, but 
push-only, crossover distortion is not an issue. 
Mains earthing is separate from the signal 
returns. Finally, the volume control, bass, treble 
and bypass switching are all mutually isolated. 
Consequences of the design are that the 
volume control has virtually zero tracking error 
(even at very low volume levels) and the 
headphone amplifier is also fully isolated 
and not potted down from the main output.

The disc player uses most of the same 
ideas, adapted to the voltage and current 
requirements of a disc player. In this case, the 
analogue and digital circuits are completely 
separated. The DAC stage uses separate high- 
precision converters for the +ve and -ve going 
side of the signal, which are input into isolated 
l ow pass filters and transmitted from there to 
the output in fully balanced form. The player 

also uses the Pure Direct circuit from Yamaha's 
home cinema components, which functions to 
to turn the display and the digital outputs off.

Other points include the use of a number 
of specialised components, some designed 
and manufactured specifically for the 2000 
series. The units are extremely heavy, largely 
due to massive power supplies and, as noted 
earlier, they have unusually fine standards 
of fit and finish. The retro-styling of the 
amplifier in particular is also a talking 
point. Another really neat feature is the 
design of the feet, which are adjustable 
and have round flat, neodymium magnet- 
equipped bottom sections which can be 

removed, exposing spikes. The mechanism 
and loader are also rather special and feature 
a 'silent' loader.

SOUND QUALITY
On request, Yamaha supplied a pair of the 
Soavo l floorstanding speakers, along with 
the electronics (which we thought should 
make a good match) and sure enough they 
turned out to be right on the button - on 
price at least. Other components used 
included Mordaunt-Short Performance 6 
loudspeakers, a Denon DCD-SA l CD/SACD 
player and PMA-A l integrated amplifier 
and various cables, concentrating this time 
on the excellent Atlas Mavros balanced 
interconnects (the single-ended counterpart 
was also available for comparison) and 
matching bi-wire speaker cables. Yamaha 
make explicit recommendations for running-in 
both items, with good reason as it turns out - 

thirty hours for the player and fifty hours for 
the amplifier - and these were duly observed.

We were curious about some aspects of the 
Yamaha's performance, first how single
ended might compare to balanced mode 
interconnections and how SACD compared to 
CD. This is a particular preoccupation of this 
writer, because the world of SACD seems to 
belong almost exclusively to classical music. 
Other types of music often use recording 
techniques that detract from the feeling of 
naturalness, a quality that is under appreciated 
these days. We've a particular liking for SACD, 
but continually hear about the format's 
supposed inability to 'play tunes'. This is 
unacceptable, although we do concede that 
the kind of music that SACD excels at, is 
often relatively short of the kind of musical 
architecture that requires qualities of this sort.

I t's obvious that the new Yamaha 
combination is a very welcome and 
sophisticated addition to an area of the 
market that is short of real stars, but there 
are potential sticking points, the most obvious 
being the importance of using balanced 
interconnects, more important here than with 
most of Yamaha's competitors. In fact, whilst 
the Yamaha player works well playing CDs, 
it is much better with SACD. We assessed the 
player using dual-layer hybrid discs (which, in 
principle, should sound very similar in the two 
formats) and also with alternative recordings 
of the same work.
I n each case, the high-resolution recordings 
sound sharper, leaner, more controlled 
and are reproduced with greater presence. 
With one piece, Bruckner's 4th Symphony 
in admittedly completely different versions 
(Gunter Wand on SACD and Simon Rattle 
on CD; both with the Berlin Philharmonic 
orchestra), the difference was simply 
extraordinary, the SACD sounding much 
more alive as a performance and as a presence 
in the listening room. In this one case (among 
many), the high-resolution recording sounds 
palpably more dynamic with better, more 
propulsive timing. A definite no contest 
type situation.

Be this be as it may, the uber-balanced 
internal architecture make it predictable 
that balanced interconnects are not merely 
an option, but de rigueurand we were 
surprised to find the combination sharpened 
up its act considerably when used this way 
(using the same Atlas cable stock in both 
cases). Using single-ended, the sound is just 
a little slacker and the silences between notes 
less inky black, though higher background 
noise levels (a known single-ended issue) are 
not immediately obvious. This, in itself, is □
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TP: It is a long time since Yamaha was fully 
involved in component high fidelity outside 
the budget area, but the introduction of the 
Soavo speaker range made some electronics 
capable of complementing their performance 
a near necessity. The 2000 range was mostly 
designed in Japan and is intended to appeal 
primarily to users with more disposable income. 
We quickly found, when we started listening, 
that the speakers are unusually responsive to 
the source and amplification. You can really 
hear what's going on.

We were mainly interested in simple, but well 
optimised circuit blocks. Hence the use of a 
'push' type amplifier circuit, which is not prone 
to crossover distortion, or the strictly enforced 
separation between different areas of the circuit. 
This, as well as the use of fully a balanced 
operation, which is not the case with some 
nominally balanced components. In our case, 
everything, bar the phono input and the single
ended line inputs, is fully balanced - the signal is 
converted to balanced immediately upstream of 
the inputs. The grounding of the audio circuits is 
also different, with a separate ground on the 
central rail unconnected to the audio signal paths. 
We've also designed a number of possible 
components especially for the new series.

We found that the bass response and level of 
detail retrieval is more consistent, though the 
new electronics and the elimination of the 
usual push-pull architecture in the amplifier 
means that switching distortion, as the two 
halves of the audio signal are joined together, 
is simply not an issue.

featuring similar design ideas for other 
areas of the market?
Yes. We have designed some slightly simplified 
components, namely the A-S1000 amplifier 
and the CD-S1000 SACD player at £899 and 
£799 respectively, which include as much of 
the 2000 series thinking as we could include 
within their tighter budget constraints. They will 
be launched very soon. There will eventually be 
other follow-on components too.

□ not a surprise, balanced mode does yield 
reduced background noise and grain, but the 
differences often only make their presence 
felt subliminally

The 2000 amplifier is in the same class 
as the SACD player. It's a very strong performer 
- muscular, with plenty of presence, yet 
velvety when called for and an excellent 
foil for the disc player_ It has the knack, 
(available to a small number of quality 
products) of being able to acquit itself with 
virtually any kind of music. Is it a classical 
music amp? Yes_ So is it a rock music amp? 
Yes, it's that too_

Thinking through these two components, 
our overall reaction is that they are remarkably 
good value_ Being the progeny of a powerful 
mainstream producer like Yamaha, the 
company's designers have been encouraged 
to pull out all the stops, without fleecing the 
buying public. We certainly rate the two as 
equal overall to some considerably more 
expensive components from other prestigious 
brands_ The feature count is just right, 
although we could have coped without the 
tone controls. The user interfaces are sleek and 
well organised, while build quality and the 

various retro-inspired features (rocker switches 
etc) are very impressive. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT - A 52000
SOUND

****
I CONCLUSION

Build quality, sophisticated 
design and surprisingly good

FEATURES

****
value for money. This is one of 

the few amplifiers to offer the 

benefit of true balanced 

operation at this price level.

BUILD

***** HIFI
OVERALL SCORE

VALUE

**** ★★★★★

VERDICT - ClD-52000
SOUND (CD)

****
CONCLUSION
Sophisticated, yet also built 

like a brick outhouse and

SOUND isaco)
priced to compete with some 

very mundane machinery

***** from elsewhere, this is a 
beautifully controlled. high-

FERIRES

****
resolution player, although 
SACD is stereo-only, which 
won't suit everyone.

BUILD

**** Hlfl
OVERALL SCORE

VALUE

**** ★ ★★★★
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naim
world class sound...

Call 01865 790 879 for all your Nairn needs

We love to plug a Nairn ..
new i The Power-Line's unique design is the result of hundreds of hours 

of experimentation, research and listening aimed at identifying 
and optimising the critical elements of audio mains power 
cables.

The Power-Line brings gains in all areas of system performance 
with its influence increasing as it is used on each component in 
a system. It represents a striking and significant upgrade for all 
Nairn hi-fi systems. Call 01865 790 879 to find out more.

The Nairn Superline brings out all that's best in 
vinyl replay - timing, pitch accuracy, clarity, detail, 
and the unmistakable warmth that records can 
deliver in abundance. It sets a truly new standard in 
performance!

Note: The Superline requires an external Nairn power 
supply system. Call 01865 790 879 to find out more,

Nairn pull analogue 
into line....

Nairn get sophisticated 
with the integrated ....

SUPERNAIT is not just a superbly musical amplifier; it's an analogue 
and digital audio control and connection hub that just happens 
to have some of the world's best audio amplification attached.

SUPERNAIT's preamplifier section is directly descended from 
Nairn's superlative reference series preamplifiers, and its power 
amplifier incorporates all the techniques and know-how that give 
voice to the traditional Nairn qualities of rhythmic musicality. Call 
01865 790 879 to find out more.

Oxford Audio Consultants
Cantey House, Park End Street, Oxford, OXl lJD

Tel: 01865 790 879 | Fax: 01865 791 665
lnfo@oxfordaudio.co.uk 
wwwoxfordaudio.co.uk

r
 Naim Hi-Line 
interconnect cable 

Special Offer
Oxford Audio will take back 

your original Nairn grey cable and 
give you £50 towards the Nairn 

, Hi-Line, making it even more 
affordable! We will even 

include postage.

mailto:lnfo@oxfordaudio.co.uk
wwwoxfordaudio.co.uk


Positively Epos
We take a closer look at two of the five recently revamped Epos M-series speakers

PRODUCT Epos M5i and M16i

TYPE Standmount/floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE (M5i) £425 per pair; (M 16i) £850 per pair

KEY FEATURES (M5i) Size (WxHxD): 17.4x32.5x23cm 
O Weight: 6.5kg O (Ml6i) Size (WxHxD): 17.5x88.5x21 cm 
O Weight: 15.5kg ©Sensitivity: 87/88dB

CONTACT a 01442 260146 w www.epos-acoustics.com

his bumper review covers two of the five 
new stereo pairs in Epos' M-series. 
Distinguished from their predecessors 

by an 'i' (for 'improved') suffix, the overall 
outline of each model looks very similar to its 
predecessor, even though a considerable 
number of detail changes have been 

implemented to improve both the appearance 
and the performance.

The same size as their predecessors, the small 
two-way M5i standmount now costs £425 per 
pair (up from £350 for the M5 in 2005), while 
the floorstanding two-and-a-half-way M16i 
costs £850 per pair (£800 M16 in 2007).
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Epos M5iand Ml&i loudspeaker [Review]

Both models use what appear to be identical 
bass, mid and treble drive units and both bass, 
mid drivers are loaded by similar size 
enclosures - rear-ported in the case of the 
small MSi, but a sealed sub-enclosure in the 
case of the larger floorstanding Ml6i (which 
has an additional port-loaded, bass-only driver 
occupying the lower section of the enclosure).

The tweeters all have 25mm metal dome 
diaphragms, while the cone drivers have 
135mm frames and 95mm diameter moulded 
plastic cones. Those operating up through the 
midband also have 'bullet' phase plugs fixed 
onto their central magnet polepieces, whereas 
the bass-only drivers have a regular dust cover 
attached to the cone.

I f the outlines are similar, the changes are 
numerous. The cabinetwork is particularly 
impressive considering the prices, with 
curvaceous vertical edges. Improved quality 
book-matched real wood veneers come with 
smooth finish for the cherry and a fabric red 
cherry optional grille, though fixed perforated 
metal covers protect the metal dome tweeters.

"While the cabinetwork on both of these 
Epos models is quite exceptional, the same 
cannot be said for their sound quality."

The tweeters themselves are significantly 
different from before, with metal faceplates in 
place of plastic and double ferrite magnets in 
place of neodymium, both of which add to the 
heatsinking, improving thermal stability and 
power handling.

The Ml6i is now supplied with a plinth 
already fitted to the enclosure. Although the 
latter ensures secure spike fixing, it has exactly 
the same small footprint as the enclosure, and 
therefore does nothing to improve the very 
questionable stability - the likelihood of it 
passing the EC 'knockover' test seems remote.

The bi- and tri-wire terminal pairs are now 
mounted through a flat alloy panel, optionally 
connected by brass links. Superior 
polypropylene capacitors in the crossover 
networks replace the bipolar electrolytic types 
that were previously used

Our measurement regime clearly shows 
that the changes introduced in these 
i-suffixed versions are much more than skin 
deep. Examining the MSi first, the impedance 
is now altogether easier to drive, staying 
above six ohms throughout (rather than 
falling to four ohms minimum) and the 
overall averaged in-room frequency response 
is less uneven and more extended at 
the top end.

The 56Hz port tuning ensures plenty of 
midbass output wherever the speakers are 
placed, but there are difficulties further up 
the band. In free space, there's a lack of 
output at 60-250Hz. Close-to-wall siting 
was preferred on balance, as this usefully 
helps lift the MSi's bass output, but leaves 
it rather too lean through the upper bass 
and broad midband ( 100-SOOHz) and more 
exposed in the upper mid (800Hz-l.5kHz). 
Furthermore, the treble (4.5-lOkHz) looks 
significantly stronger than average.

Through the bass and midrange, the 
Ml6i measures exactly like its predecessor. 
However, the change in tweeter and its 
associated network has wrought a dramatic 
improvement in the response above 2kHz, 
completely avoiding the deep suckout centred 
on 3.SkHz found in the previous version and 
also usefully extending the top end.

Although the overall in-room averaged 
frequency response is impressively smooth 
and flat above 120Hz (albeit a slightly 
prominent 700Hz-l kHz). the bass alignment 

again proved problematic under our room 
conditions. The 45Hz port tuning interacts 
with a room to create a substantial excess 
around 50Hz, even when the speakers are 
positioned well clear of walls, leaving the 
60-120Hz octave too lean and rendering 
close-to-wall siting inappropriate. Furthermore, 
the load dips briefly below four ohms in the 
low bass region.

The various balance anomalies, especially 
the rather strong treble, proved problematic in 
the listening tests. A bright top end is 
sometimes acceptable, particularly with 
tweeters of the highest quality, provided the 
bass and lower midband add a corresponding 
warmth at the other end of the spectrum.

Unhappily that is not the case with either 
of these Epos models. Both tend to be a I i ttle 
lean through the mid and upper bass, but the 
situation with the small MSi is much more 
serious than with its bigger brother. Here the 
sound imposes a cool, thinned and bright 
character to all kinds of music, due as much to 
a lack of punch and authority through the 
lower registers as the strong top end.

Diction is open, clear and articulate, but 
there's an obvious tendency to over-project 
the voice band in general and to over
emphasize the sibilants and fricatives (forced 

consonants) on speech. Although detail is 
always explicit, the tendency towards edginess 
and 'splash' on percussion instruments like 
cymbals inhibits the enthusiastic application 
of volume for fear of inducing fatigue.

The Ml6i is significantly more palatable 
overall and while it does share some of the 
characteristics (as well as the ingredients) 
of its smaller brother, these are somewhat 
less extreme with an end result which 
is more enjoyable as a consequence. 
Sibilants remain quite strong, but are 
certainly more acceptable, and speech 
retains that attractive openness, but some 
' cupped hands' coloration is also audible 
in the voice band.

The overall character remains a little on 
the thin side overall, which can become a 
trifle wearing over the long haul, while on 
some tracks a degree of bass 'thump' can 
become intrusive, especially if the speakers 
are too close to a wall, though this does go 
some way towards 'balancing out' the fairly 
strong top end.

Overall the Ml6i gives a pretty good 
account of itself, aided by fine mid-to-treble 
openness and neutrality, but finding ideal 
locations for the speakers proved quite 
difficult under our listening conditions. 
While the cabinetwork on both of these 
Epos models is quite exceptional, the 
same cannot be said for their sound quality. 
The Ml6i certainly passes muster, especially 
if the bass end interacts well with the 
intended listening room, but our samples 
of the MSi proved disappointingly thin 
and bright. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT - MSI
SOUND
***

FEATURES
*****

BUILD
*****

r‘i: >N
Alth ough there's no disputing 
thei r fine appearance, this 
standmount failed to 
convince, with a lack of punch 
and warmth through the bass 
and lower midband.

HIFICHOICE
OVERALL SCORE

VALUE
***

VERDICT-M16I
SOUND
★ ★★★

CONCLUSION
A bit of a mixed bag sonically. 
The mid and treble is smooth

FEATURES***

and neutral, but under our 
conditions the bass alignment 
had slightly 'thumpy' 
tendencies and lacked punch.

BUILD
***** HIFICHOICE
VALUE****

OVERALL SCORE

★★★★★
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XD-rated
Cambridge Audio has upped its game with a high-end, two-box amp

PRODUCT Cambridge Audio Azur 840E and 840W

TYPE Preamp and power amplifier

PRICE (840E) £800, (840W) £1,200

KEY FEATURES (840E) Size (WxHxD): 43xll.5x36.5cm
O Weight: 8.7kg O Inputs (8) ine. 2x XLR balanced
O lx RCA phono O Display can be dimmed or switched 
off O (840W) Size (WxHxD): 43x14.8x36.5cm
O Weight: 19.6kg O Power output: 200 watts stereo, 
500 watts mono O Will operate in balanced mode

CONTACT a 0845 090 2288 © www.cambridgeaudio.com

he 840E and 840W amplifiers see 
Cambridge Audio topping off its 
successful Azur range of products with 

a high-powered and highly flexible pre/power 
combination. Traditionally, Azur products have 

been at the budget end of things, but these 
amps represent something new and hit £2k.

As well as acting as a straightforward 
stereo power amplifier, the 840W can be 
used in either a bi-amped or bridged mono 
configuration. When bi-amping, one 840W 
of the pair powers each speaker so that 
its tweeter and woofer each has its own 
dedicated amplifier channel. Alternatively, 
the bridged mono mode allows two 84OWs 
to be used with each configured as a 500- 
watt monoblock. With the flick of a few 
switches and the repositioning of a few 
interconnects you could have four (or more) 
of these economical fire-breathers configured 

so that you have 500 watts on tap for every 
individual drive unit.

There's no doubt that there's some very 
clever electronics lurking within the 840W. 
The amplifier uses Cambridge's second 
generation proprietary Class XD technology 
(see boxout opposite), along with a new 
output stage that has been carefully adjusted 
to integrate with this novel topology.

The power amplifier, though, doesn't have
any monopoly on advanced technology. The
840E preamplifier boasts its own share of
sophisticated circuitry. For example, rather than
use commonly available, off-the-shelf op-amps
for the critical low level gain stages, Cambridge
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Cambridge Audio Azur 840E pre and 840W power amp [ Review ]

brewed audiophile modules, called Terrapins, 
which it designed with the sole aim of 
extracting the best audio performance from 
the amplifier (see boxout opposite).

The 840E uses a sophisticated resistor ladder 
and relay-based attenuator for volume and 
balance control. Although this provides 1 dB 
incremental volume adjustments, we found 
that much of its range seemed wasted in our 
system: with Mute being at -95dB and our 
normal listening level being around -20dB, 
that's 75dB of attenuation that we were never 
going to use. Even at our late-night-listening 
level of -30dB that is still a whole bunch of 
resistors hanging around doing nothing. Each 
channel features an individual array of relays 

"You could have four (or more) of these 
economical fire breathers so that you have 
500 watts for every individual drive unit."
and resistors to enhance the preamp's stereo 
separation and imaging performance.

All the information the user needs is 
presented through a customisable front panel 
display, which can be dimmed or switched off 
when not needed. The display, which is 
described as user-friendly - as is every display 
these days - actually is and is a Joy to use. 
Inputs can be renamed with more informative 
names than 'Input l' or 'Input 2'. On that 
subject, the 840E provides eight line-level 
connections, two of which can be balanced. 
The preamp offers a balanced output and the 
power amplifier has balanced input 
connections, so one can run the whole

TECHNOmGY
XO stands for Crossover Displacement, a 
technology that delivers pure Class A operation 
at low levels before sliding into an enhanced 
version of Class B at higher levels. This is not the 
same as regular Class AB, which generates 
inherently greater distortion than a pure Class 
B design at high levels.

Class XO feeds a controlled current into the 
amplifier output stage actively displacing the 
crossover so that the usual Class B 
crossover no longer occurs at zero volume - 
which Cambridge argues is the worst possible 
position in terms of distortion - but at a 
significant output level. The result, according 
to the company, is a smooth and linear 
transition between the two modes of operation. 
To enable this, the amplifier features an 
oversized toroidal transformer, incorporating 
a silicone-steel screen, which probably explains 
why the courier had the devil of a time getting 
the box to our front door. 

shebang in balanced mode with the flick of 
a few tiny switches on the rear panels.

The preamplifier also incorporates RS-232 
and multiroom connections to enable it 
to be used in custom installations: it will 
integrate with multiroom entertainment 
systems and touch-screen control panels. 
Naturally, it is fully equipped for use with 
Cambridge Audio's Incognito system.

To conclude this section on a practical 
note, do be careful if you need to lift these 
units: the power amplifier, in particular, is 
uncommonly weighty for its size. Both 
units have substantial chassis, facia panels 
and, inside, beefy transformer and heat
sink assemblies.

SOUND QUALITY
Given that the 840W, in standard mode, 
delivers a very respectable 200W into an eight 
ohm speaker, we picked a model that, while 
not difficult to drive in the accepted sense, 
readily demonstrates its disapproval of any 
amplifier that cannot exert strict control over it. 
We connected a pair of Mkll Neat Petites to 
the 840W with bi-wire Chord Company Epic 
cables. The main source was a Nairn CDS CD 
player wired to the 840E with Chord Company 
Indigo interconnects, which we also used to 
connect the pre and power.

It was obvious from the outset that this 
combination required a good amount of 
running-in from new. The sound initially was 
thin and ethereal with a distinct shortage of 
presence and solidity in the upper bass: sure, 
there was upper bass present, but it sounded 
rather fey and half-hearted. As the amplifiers 
played in over the course of a day's Red Hot 
Chilli Peppers on repeat, the presentation 
gradually became more evenly balanced and 
naturally weighted. By day three, we felt the 
amps had been sufficiently run-in from new for 
some critical listening.

When thoroughly warmed-up the system 
demonstrates a very composed, civilised 
character that seems far better suited to some 
discs than it does to others. The politeness, for 
want of a better word, doesn't do justice to the 
B-52's generally up-beat Coad Stuff album: 
tracks such as Is That Yau Mo-Dean? come 
across as a little too laid back rhythmically. 
The same is true of Rage Against The 
Machine's eponymous album, which, while it is 
difficult to fault in hi-fi terms, doesn't generate

TERRAPIN
MODULES

"The 840E is a high-end preamplifier which 
uses Cambridge Audio's new proprietary 
Terrapin'" modules for unprecedented audio 
fidelity...," proclaims Cambridge in its publicity 
material. But what exactly is a Terrapin'"?

Rather than use common op-amps for the 
critical low level gain stages of the 840E (and 
840W) Cambridge Audio decided, instead, to 
design its own very low-noise and distortion 
amplifier modules that would outperform the 
usual devices. (The name began life as an 
internal engineering nickname, due to the 10 
pins, that stuck). Two modules exist: the TPA 
amplifier, which is configurable for any gain 
and the TPB buffer, which has fixed unity gain. 
Both modules are optimised for their 
respective roles and come housed in an 
identical small plugin module with an integral 
heat-sink. Internally, they feature individual 
left and right channel amplifier circuits on 
opposite sides of a multi-layer PCB with 
shielding between the layers to provide 
maximum channel separation.

the excitement of which the songs are capable. 
For example, Zack De La Rocha's vocals sound 
as though he's mildy peeved rather than 
seething with anger. Similarly Brad Wilks' 
drumming doesn't display its usual violent 
attack: even though it is physically loud its 
impact doesn't force you back into your seat.

Conversely, Aimee Mann's Whatever displays 
appropriate urgency and bite, probably 
because of the - much gentler - guitar driven 
nature of the music. Even so, there seems some 
diminution of leading-edge information 
evident, which reveals itself as a softened 
attack on cymbals and tambourines. As the 
CD progresses, it begins to seem that the 
amplifiers fare better with sparser mixes, 
greatly preferring the simple guitar, bass and 
voice intro to Stupid Thing to the more dense 
arrangement of Fifty Years After The Fair with 
its vocal layering and keyboards. We have no 
reservations, though, about the way this 
system handles Mann's superb voice: it's pitch 
perfect, beautifully dynamically shaded, and 
packed full of expression.

As the 840s appear to favour recordings with 
a bit of space around the elements we try Nie 
Jones' Canadee-1-0 from the album Penguin 
Eggs. This outwardly straightforward guitar 
and voice recording shows off these amplifiers 
to their best advantage. They create a realistic 
portrayal of both Jones' guitar and his voice: 
furthermore, they easily convey his characterful 
playing, which uses techniques not usually 
employed by folk musicians. The 840s expose 
these subtleties with alacrity while imbuing his 
steel-strung acoustic with a vibrant tonality 
and vivid dynamics. In fact, after a couple □
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HFC: How did the

MB: The 840W came out of our Class XD 
development programme. For quite some time 
we've been working on this technology, refining 
various aspects and trying new ideas. The 840W 
is, in effect, a showcase for this development and 
uses Cambridge Audio's second generation Class 
XD circuits - our best yet. The 840E came about as 
we required a preamp of sufficient quality to match 
the 840W. Fortunately, we already had the Terrapin 
modules in development and the project all came 
together nicely.

While there's no 'typical customer’, we're aiming 
this package at what we might call the 'budget 
audiophile'; someone who's quite sophisticated in 
their taste and knowledge, but perhaps without 
the budget for a really expensive, big-name box 
of tricks. There are also a lot of savvy customers 
who are looking for something esoteric, but at a 
level before the law of diminishing returns comes 
into play.

Even though we feel the step-up from an 840A V2 
to an 840E/W setup is quite striking, we believe 
the 840C makes for an excellent front-end even at 
this level; hence all wear the 8 series nomenclature. 
That's not to say we won't ever develop an even 
more high-end CD player, but there are no current 
plans to do so.

Ifyo

would they be?
The 840W is able to drive most speakers with 
ease - even difficult loads - so it's largely down 
to personal preference. Our only advice would 
be that as the E/W combination is very neutrally 
balanced without any 
deliberate artifice 
- and doesn't tend 
to colour a system 
as much as some 
other products - it 
will react nicely 
to some careful fine 
tuning by 
choice of cables, 
interconnects and, 
of course, the chosen 
loudspeaker type.

Ä GmMINi Arfo

tf Cambridge Audio

Ö 0 
0 0 O O Q

□ more tracks it dawns upon us that we are 
actually contentedly listening and tapping our 
feet to traditional folk music: this Cambridge 
duo clearly has a rare talentl

Playing Hugh Masekela's rather busier 
Stimela from the CD Hope, it strikes us that 
the 840 pairing might appreciate better 
recordings and not suffer those that are less 
well put together. It does not simply favour 
uncomplicated mixes over more intricate 
arrangements, but it appears to relish the finer 
examples of the recordist's art The Masekela 
disc demonstrates that the amplifier does not 
sound over-polite or soft on drum and cymbal 
strikes as it had with the Aimee Mann disc 
Nor does it require a percussive or stringed 
instrument to produce leading edge 
information as Masekela's assertive horn stabs 

& 
o

and vocalising demonstrate on this faultlessly 
produced live recording.

The new 840E/W represent a new era for 
Cambridge Audio in terms of price and 
performance. Owners of the HFC Gold Award 
winning 840A v2 (£750) will find the duo a 
noticeable step-up. Audiophiles who aspire to 
the high end but only have modest spending 
power will welcome the performance per 
pound the duo offers, too.

Although we found the amps preferred well 
recorded discs, we'd encourage a lengthy 
audition with a wide range of music to see just 
what the 840E and 840W can do. HFC

Malcolm Steward

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FEATURES

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****

□ PRO
Even when being worked hard 
the amplifier's sound retains 
its composure and always 
appears secure and in control. 
Always delivers clarity and 
solid imagery.

O CON
Might sound a touch too 
reserved for some listeners, 
and definitely seems to prefer 
recordings that are better 
produced and engineered.

CONCLUSION
These high-end amps from Cambridge are well built well 
featured and offer great value for money. Always composed 
and controlled, even at high volumes, there's plenty of clarity 

on offer here. They do prefer good-quality discs, however.

HIFI
OVERALL SCORE ★ ★★★★
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T: 0844 800 0074 | www.shadowaudio.co.uk

" At Shadow we get to listen to a lot of speakers - but 
the speaker we listen to most - is you the customer."

" it's right at the top 
of the tree in terms

Pre-owned
Our list changes daily, so please visit web site for latest up-to-date list.

of sound quality... "

Hi-Fi World, May '08, Adam Smith

Hi-Fi World
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Mcintosh MTl 0
The Mcintosh MT1O Turntable marries 
classic Mcintosh glass front panel cosmetics 
with serious mechanics to create a unique, 
ready-to-play LP solution. With tracking force, 
anti-skate and cartridge position preset at 
the factory, the Mcintosh MT10 delivers high 
performance LP playback with minimal set up.

DIGITAL
Advantage CD-IS £1199

Audio Synthesis DAx Decade 2 SE D/A convertor £995 
Audionet ARTV2 (£2400) £1095

Eastern Electric Minimax CD player (£999) £749
Teac Esoteric DV-50 £1295
McIntosh MCD201, CD/SACD (£3400) £2695
Musical Fidelity DM25 DAC and Transport (£4000) £2895 
Resolution Audio Opus 21,2 box cd (£2950) £2395
Rotel RCD 1070 (£500) £295
Stello CDA 220 dac + CDT 200 cd transport £1495

AMPLIFIERS
Anatek CM 0.5 Pre IMB50 Monoblocks (£4100) £2295
Arcam FMJ P7 Multichannel Power Amplifier £1495 
Audio Zone AMP 1 dual mono integrated (£1595) £1295

Audionet SAM V2 Integrated (£2400) £1295
Bryston 4B-SST Power Amp (£2750) £2249
Cairn 4810 Integrated (£2700) £1295
EAR Yoshino 834T Hybrid Integrated (£2800) £2250

Eastern Electric M520 Integrated (£1699) £1099
Electrocompaniet EC4.8 pre and AW120DMB power £3795 
combo, brand new! (£4500)

Graaf GM50 Integrated (£4000) £3250
KR Audio Products VA320 Power Amplifier £ 1495 

LSA Signature hybrid integrated amp (£5000) £3395
LSA Standard Integrated (prev DK Design) (£2500) £1795
McIntosh MA2275 (£6500) £3995
McIntosh MA6900, ex-display model (£5195) £3495

Musical Fidelity A5 Pre (£1499) £795
Musical Fidelity 550K Supercharger (£2998) £2199
Musical Fidelity KW550 Integrated (£5000) £2495
Musical Fidelity KW550 Integrated (£5000) £2995

Papworth TVA-8 Class a integrated (£2000) £1195

Qinpu Al .Ox Integrated (£300) £230
Qinpu A-8000 MK II Integrated (£1295) £795

LOUDSPEAKERS
ART Speakers Emotion. Rosenut veneer (£5000) £3750
ART Emotion Monitor, Cherry (£4000) £3250
ART Stiletto 6 ex-dem in Oak (£2000) £1495
ART Emotion Signature, Ex-dem (£9000) £5995
ART Emotion Monitor (£4000) £3250
ATC SCM50ASL, cherry finish (£7958) £4995
AVI Pro Nine Plus Standmount, cherry (£890) £695
Dali Euphonia MS4, Apli upgrade finish (£7500) £4995
Dali Helicon 400 (£2995) £2250

Hyperion 938, one owner, gloss black (£3750) £2995
JAS Audio - Plato Reference (£13995) £7995

JAS Audio - Orior (£2300) £1495
JAS Audio-Orsa (£1399) £1095

JAS Audio - Supertweeters, Pair (£649) £449
Leema Acoustics Xone, ebony finish (£1895) £1395
Spendor S9 Maple (£2795) £1395
Tannoy 15" Monitor Gold Speakers £2500

Wilson Benesch Arc, silver stands+side cheeks (£2600) £1695

ANALOGUE
Origin Live Aurora Mk1 T.Table + Origin Live Silver tonearm £995 

SME Model 10 Tonearm (£900) £595
Wilson Benesch Full Circle (£2150) £ 1695

MISC
Isotek Nova (£1750) £1195
IsotekTitan Multilink 6 way socket (£395) £325

Isotek Nova (£1750) £1295
Isotek Sigmas, unmarked condition (£995) £749

(NEW) Marantz —
Premier Series

Mode Is: SCHISI ree amplifier
SM-1151 PowerAmphfier
SA:ii si co piayer

HfFICHOICE magazine 
\*z

The Performance 6 Limited Edition witnesses some 
extremely effective developments to improve on an 
already successful formula. Huge investment has been 
made to produce a number of enhancements resulting in 
improvements in two key areas - the crossover and cabinet.

This series of astute developments to the Performance 
6 have produced a loudspeaker that truly encapsulates 
Mordaunt-Short's continuing commitment to creating 
realistic reproductions of all types of music as musicians 
themselves would have intended.

These loudspeakers are a beautiful match with 
Marantz! Call or e-mail Shadow to find our more 
about the Mordaunt-Short and Marantz ranges.

" One simply isn't conscious 
that the sound is emanating 
from two reasonably large 
enclosures - you simply hear 
the music, and the stereo mix, 
with fine focus and freedom 
from boxiness."
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice July 2008
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Specialist Brands include: ADAM Audio, Apollo, ART Loudspeakers, Audio Zone, Audio Physic, ATC, AVI, Bel Canto, Bryston, Chord Cables, Creek, EAR/Yoshino, 

Eastern Electric, Epos, GamuT, Hovland, Hyperion, lsoTek, JAS Audio, JungSon, Manley Labs, Marantz Legendary, Mcintosh, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, Musical First, 
Music Tools, Nordost, Opera, Origin Live, Pathos, PMC, Project, Resolution Audio, Shanling, SME, Tanney Prestige, Unison Research, Vertex AQ, VPI, Wadia, Wilson Benesch 
and many more.

http://www.shadowaudio.co.uk


sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
www.guildfordaudio.co.uk

01483 537 577
Run by professionals - for professionals

design: © audiography 2008. HFC0808.

Anniversary CLX... The World’s Finest Full-Range f Electrostatic Line Source Loudspeaker
The CLX delivers the truth - the culmination of everything we have learned about electrostatic technology 
since we brought our first product to market in 1983. Purity of sound permeates your entire room and

X satisfies even the most critical ear. The new industry benchmark for resolving detail, CLX utilizes dual
_ _ _ electrostatic transducers to render the most complex musical passages as faithfully as a crystal prism
^9 A R T I N L OGA N disperses the full colour spectrum. This is the limitless spectrum of the CLX - the absolute 

truth in musical reproduction. Call Trevor at Guildford Audio today for more details.

art loudspeakers • astintrew • audio analogue • audio research • audiophile base • copland • crystal cable • dream vision 
final • focal jmlab • gamut • grado • isophon • isotek • jadis • koetsu • krell • lavarain • leema acoustics • martin logon 

mcintosh • mimetism • music first audio • nordost • opera • pathos • prima luna • resolution audio • roksan • shanling 
sme • sonus faber • stands unique • stax • sterling broadcast • stratton furniture • sugden • sunfire • theta transparent 

unison research • velodyne • wadia • wilson audio • yter & many more...

mailto:sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
http://www.guildfordaudio.co.uk


Denon AHD2000 closed-back headphone [Review]

Getting ahead
BEST BUY

Denon has got it just right with its new high-end headphone

PRODUCT Denon AH-D2000 

TYPE Closed-back headphone

PRICE £250____________ _

CONTACT a 01753 680568 « www.denon.co.uk

D
enon may not be the first name one 
would think of in the context of high- 
end headphones, but it has five models 
on offer at present, plus three in-ear designs. 

This particular contender is an all-new model 
and sits one rung down from the range
topping (and more expensive) AH-D5000.

Like the D5000, the D2000 is a closed-back 
model, the main advantage being the degree 
of isolation from exterior sounds. A few closed- 
back models we've tested recently had next to 
no attenuation of outside noise, but while the 
D2000 is hardly in the 'sensory deprivation' 
league, it does (thanks to its close-fitting ear 
cups) cut out a good deal of peripheral 
interference. It's also comfortable to wear, with 
soft padding on both cups and a spring-forced 
headband that's nicely balanced between 
security and a vice-like grip.

Naturally, a major contributor to the sound 
of any headphone is its drive units and Denon 
has apparently used some form of microfibre 
composite for the membranes, with a voice 
coil driven by a neodymium magnet. 
Something called an 'Acoustic Optimizer' 
helps maintain a neutral balance (closed- 
back headphones can be ata disadvantage 
because of the enclosed space behind the 
diaphragms). The driver housings are usefully 
non-resonant, too.

Lots of little touches complete what is a 
very upmarket-looking package. The cable is 
made of high-purity copper and is sheathed 
in a business-like braid, although the noise it 
makes when rubbing against clothing is a bit 
disconcerting. At the end of the cable is a 
3.5mm jack plug, a top-quality metal item 
with a screw-in quarter-inch adapter.

SOUND QUALITY

Having just mentioned that warning note 
about coloration from closed-back cans, we are 
delighted to report that this model seems 
almost entirely free from any such effect. It is, 
in fact, one of the most neutral closed

headphones we can ■
recall: possibly the most 
neutral, standing 
comparison on tonal 
grounds with the best 
oRen-back models . 1
The only slight blemish \ 
on its tonal character I 
is a hint of shyness in the JP 
upper midrange and Bi,
lower treble. So many ' y IKI 
transducers, especially a Vr Xl 
loudspeakers, have ’r 'vL^’-. 'll
something of a peak ’
in that region and we 
thought (at first) that the 
D2000 was unusually honest, 
but careful listening to recordings 
of familiar sounds (including speaking 
voice, a very searching test of headphone 
tonality) confirmed that there is a small dip in 
the response.

Very high treble, however, is superbly open 
and extended, while lower frequencies are also 
very well served. Bass is completely effortless, 
but very powerful when required. The result 
giving an unusually satisfying feel for the 
visceral impact of percussion (even though it's 
one area where headphones must inevitably 
bow to the superiority of speakers).

Detail is another area in which this 
headphone scores very highly (with just a 
touch less insight than we've heard from the 
very best open-back models). The real glory of 
the D2000, though, is its imaging. This is a bit 
of an odd one as headphone imaging works 
differently from loudspeakers and results can 
certainly be expected to vary from those heard 
via speakers, although this works very well 
indeed. Instruments are clearly defined 
spatially, with good lateral placement and 
excellent depth. This, without doubt, is due 
to the high levels of detail and low levels of 
resonance in the D2000, which allows sounds 
to project clearly from their place of origin.

Headphone listening isn't for everyone, but 
models like this can only help widen its appeal. 
If you're already a convert, you'll need little 
persuasion of the virtues inherent in this model 
once you've heard it! HFC

VERDICT

FEATURES

★★★★★
BUILD

Richard Black

O PRO
Highly detailed sound with 

excellent imaging and superb 
extension at the frequency 

extremes. Comfortable, too, 

and provides some isolation 

from external noise.

O CON
Slightly recessed upper 
midrange and low treble takes 

a Little getting used to: can 

get warmer on the ears than 
some open-back models.

Certainly among the best closed-back headphones we've 
heard and very fine by any standards. At £250 it's also good 
value and the gorgeous build quality only adds to the appeal of 
its very fine sound. An accomplished package.
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Advance Acoustic slashes the cost of two-box amplification

PRODUCT Advance Acoustic MPP 206 and MAA 406

TYPE Preamplifier and power amplifier

PRICE (MPP 206) £350; (MAA 406) £550

KEY FEATURES (MPP 206) Size (WxHxD): 44x11 x35cm
O Weight: 5kg O Inputs: 4x RCA phono
O lx MM/MC phono Q Outputs: 2x balanced XLR, 3x
RCA phono O Active filter output
O (MAA 406) Size (WxHxD): 44x15x43cm
O Weight: 19kg O Power. 150 watts per channel
(8 ohms), 220 watts (4 ohms) O VU meters
O Inputs: 2x RCA phono, 2x balanced XLR

T
hirty years ago Japan rocked the 
economy of the UK's hi-fi industry and 
now it's the turn of the Chinese. With 
products like this latest pre/power pairing 

from Advance Acoustic being offered for under 
a grand, times are extremely tough for 
domestic manufacturers of audio electronics.

Against that background and given the value 
of the Euro these days this latest offering from 
Franco-Chinese company Advance is nothing 
short of staggering. The MPP 206 preamplifier 
has four line inputs and a phono input that 
caters for both MM and MC cartridges, it has 
balanced and single-ended outputs and can 
be fully operated by remote control.

It's boasts a solid case and is professionally 
put together. To get this sort of build and 
feature complement elsewhere would cost you 
literally twice as much (the £750 Cambridge 
840E preamp for example). And although 
Cyrus and Russ Andrews have lower-featured 
designs that are less expensive they still don't 
dip below the £600 mark. On paper, at least, 
this preamp appears to be a serious bargain.

There is, of course, Advance Acoustic's own 
MPP 505 (£600), which appears to be the 
same preamplifier with the addition of digital 
inputs and DA conversion. The MAA 406 
power amplifier is clearly also a great-looking 
deal. This is specified as delivering 150 watts 
into eight ohms with the aid of an 800VA 
transformerand weighs a convincing 19 kilos. 
It too has balanced and single-ended 
connections and sports the biggest pair of VU 
meters we've seen since the last far eastern 
audio invasion - an era when Technics 
(remember them?) had a penchant for such 
devices. Such things went out of fashion 
because they serve no purpose aside from 
making what are otherwise rather featureless 
boxes look more appealing.
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Advance Acoustic MPP 206 preamp and MAA 406 power amp [ Review]

A thorough search does turn up a couple 
of potential competitors for the power amp, 
notably NAD's 150-watt C272 at f475 and 
Rotel's RB-1070 which gives you 130 watts 
for the same asking price as the MAA 406. 
Neither sport UV meters, however, but 
sonically this could be to their advantage.

The MPP206 has a couple of unusual 
outputs next to the traditional types, one is 
called 'sub out' presumably for connection to a 
subwoofer, while the other is called 'hi-pass 
out'. According to the manual, if our French is 
correct (we didn't get the English version), 
you use both in conjunction when running a 
sat/sub system. There is also a button that 
switches between 75Hz and l 50Hz crossover 

"This pre/power pairing proves you can get 
a decent two-box amplifier for under a grand 
without having to compromise on features."
points for these RCA phono outputs. This is 
an unusual feature that could be of use if 
you want to add a subwoofer to regular 
loudspeakers and don't have the option of 
running the sub from the power amp's 
speaker terminals.

Build quality is good for the money, the steel 
casework of the preamp sounds undamped 
under the knuckle test, but we'd be shocked if 
this were otherwise. The power amplifier runs 
quite hot and thus is not all that green, 
although it does have a standby mode so 
there's no need for constant power unless you 
want best results straight away.

SOUND QUALITY

At this price point, f900 all in, we would 
normally recommend an integrated amplifier 
because the saving made in casework costs 
(usually the most expensive part of any hi-fi 

component) allow a manufacturer to offer 
higher quality components. To establish 
whether Advance Acoustic's two-box approach 
was a sensible one, we initially brought out a 
favourite integrated in this price area, the 
Cambridge Audio 840A (E750). It doesn't 
offer quite as much power (130 watts) but is 
very well featured and a useful benchmark. 
Nevertheless, it is one that the AA pairing 
manages to surpass with surprising ease, 
delivering a smoother result with fuller bass 
and significantly improved timing. There is also 
clearly more power on tap than the 30-watt 
increase would suggest because the bass has 
greater weight and yet remains timely, 
allowing you to follow bass lines without 

having to try too hard.
Imaging is pretty good for the money, too 

with reasonably precise placement and, more 
importantly, a high fun factor with great pieces 
of music such as that produced by Israeli jau 
band, Avanim, where the AA's smooth 
character and good grasp of tempo allows you 
to enjoY the trumpet driven grooves to full 
effect. There is a slight sense of thickness to 
the sound however, which makes these 
amplifiers better suited to open and lively 
speakers such as those from PMC and Focal. 
We tried PMC's new OBl i floorstanders and 
were very happy with the balance; the MAA 
406's generous power reserves helping the 
combination to deliver a big soundstage with 
the aid of Fink's Biscuits for Breakfast album. 
We like the way that the sound has good edge 
definition without glare and can produce 
reverb in such a spacious fashion.

The slight warmth in the AA's balance has 
one advantage in that it allows you to play 
loud without the sound getting hard. After all, 
why would you want an amplifier of this girth 
if not to play loud?

To see how the MPP 206 preamp fares in the 
grand scheme of things a Russ Andrews HP-1 
was brought out to take a turn driving the AA 
power amplifier. This little preamp has only 
two inputs and no remote operation, yet costs 
£499. It's rather more open sounding than the 
MPP 206 and delivers more low-level detail; 
basically it's more transparent. Substituting a 
Russ Andrews PA-1 power amplifier (£699) for 
the MAA 406 results in more openness and 
greater realism, but a curtailing of bass weight 
as a result of the drop in power to 60 watts. 
We were surprised however that the dearer RA 
pairing did not offer a significant increase in 
timing quality, which supports the impression 
that this is a strongpoint of the Advance 
Acoustic pairing.

In fact, with the less-than-easy to drive B&W 
loudspeakers in use, the combination of RA 
HP-1 and AA MAA 406 worked the best, 
which is a credit to the big power amp as such 
beasts are rarely very nimble.

Using the slightly easier load presented by 
the OBl i gives the little Russ Andrews power 
amp the edge it needs to reveal its greater 
grasp of dynamics and speed, combined with a 
significantly increased sense of clarity to the 
result. But it costs you another E150 and 
doesn't come with big meters (or big anything 
for that matter).

This AA pre/power pairing proves that you 
can get a decent two-box amplifier for under a 
grand without having to compromise on 
features or power. Some care has to be paid to 
speaker matching, but this is often the case. 
And then there are those VU meters; they may 
not be necessary, but we have to admit that 
they do look great. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
SOUND 
****

FEATURES
*****

BUILD
****

VALUE
*****

□ PRO
Good feature set and build for 

the money, combined with 

powerful and timely sound 

quality that puts the pairing 
ahead of established 

integrated benchmarks.

□ CON
The power amp is bulky and 

runs hot while the preamp's 

r^emote volume control is a 

little crude, but it's har'd to 

complain at the price.

CONCLUSION
Advance Acoustic has managed to produce a physically 
heavyweight power amp with decent power reserves and a well 
featured preamp with good build and finish for a great price. It 
may lack sophistication, but has qualities that are hard to beat.
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amphion

Hl^FICHDICE prio 520 best buy Hi Fi Choice

Introducing ...
the stunning Xenon's, 

award winning PRIO 520 
and ION speakers from 

Amphion of Finland 

www.koretrade.co.uk
832 KORE Ltd - UK distributer Tel: +44 (0) 16 235 17000

advance

Hearing is believing
Performance S
Build ^
Style ^
Technology S

-------- ----------

^"1'77/

advance 
acousticSince 1995 Advance Acoustic has provided music lovers with a range of high-performance audio products at incredibly competitive prices.

These products are a proven success story among customers and the world press.

Products
Integrated Amplifiers
Preamplifiers
Power Amplifiers
Cd Players
Audio Converter
Tuners 
iPod Products 
Loudspeakers

UM20speakers - BestBuy

For further information visit
www.koretrade.co.uk
€ KORE Ltd - UK distributer Tel: +44 (0) 16 23517000

http://www.koretrade.co.uk
http://www.koretrade.co.uk


Russ Andrews SP-1 loudspeaker [Review]

Self build BEST BUY

Russ Andrews has been tweaking again.

PRODUCT Russ Andrews SP-1

TYPE Standmount loudspeaker

PRICE £399

CONTACT a 0845 345 1550 4» www.russandrews.com

R
uss Andrews has realised that the most 
cost-effective way to get a product to 
market is to take someone else's kit and 
tweak the sound to personal taste. Russ did 

this with Stello electronics when he produced a 
range of desktop electronics and he's done it 
again with Focal, in order to supply an equally 
compact speaker to match. Such 'modding' 
achieves a build quality that would otherwise 
absorb a huge amount of time and money, 
plus it's far easier than starting from scratch.

For the SP-1, Russ took the diminutive Focal 
705V and removed its crossoverand wiring, 
replacing them with Kimber Kable 4PR and a 
single capacitor to form a high pass filter for 
the tweeter. The cabinet has been damped and 
the wadding replaced with real wool, 
(presumably of the Cumbrian variety). The 
most radical step, though, is the removal of the 
filter network that usually sits between input 
and midbass driver - a network that Focal 
employs to maintain phase between drive units 
- but as Russ proves, not one that is 
fundamentally essential to the operation of the 
driver (which now rolls off mechanically and 
presumably at a rather higher frequency than 
it usually does). The fact that he has done this 
with Focal's blessing is, however, encouraging

It's this change that lies behind RA's claimed 
increase in sensitivity, from the 89dB specified 
by Focal, to 95dB; which seems optimistic in 
the extreme when you consider the volume of 
the box and the size of the main driver!

On the outside, this is a badged Focal 705V 
- a vinyl-wrapped cabinet with a 100mm 
polyglass cone midbass unit and an aluminium 
and magnesium inverted-dome tweeter. It has 
threaded inserts in the base, a single pair of 
speaker terminals and a hook so that you can 
hang it on the wall, should you wish to.

SOUND QUALITY

Russ supplies specific set up instructions with 
the SP-1. These suggest placement on either 
side of the room and close to the back wall.

The instructions are comprehensive and even 
suggesting how far you should place the 
listening seat from the end will. Accordingly, 
we followed the instructions and got a result 
that would suggest Russ knows what he's 
talking about. We also used Russ's DAC-1 
converter, HP-1 preamp and PA-1 power amp 
along with a Rotel RCD-06 CD player.

What first strikes you about the sound this 
set-up produces is its scale; the speakers fill the 
space between them producing an image as 
wide as the room. With most discs each 
speaker also manages to disappear in the 
process; this is a trick that small speakers find 
easier to pull off, but these ones do it in 
impressive style.

The image is not, perhaps, as deep as it 
would be with more space behind the 
speakers, but the vivacity of sound is a very 
good distraction from this. The SP-1 has a 
degree of transient speed that you don't expect 
at the price, it approaches what can be 
achieved with single driver designs without the 
balance compromises that they usually bring. It 
also makes for highly entertaining listening. 
This compact system from Russ is one of the 
most entertaining and affordable we've come 
across in recent times, and the most powerful.

Its quality is due to the immediacy and 
midband clarity on offer. Although limited, 
bass extension is good and there's enough to 
reveal what bass instruments are doing. 
Occasionally you come across an instrument 
that sets off a resonance in the speaker, the 
guitar on Gillian Welch's Time, for instance, 
but this speaker is not about total precision. 
It's about making listening to music enjoyable 
and in that respect it's a total success. HFC

Jason kennedy

VERDICT

CONCLUSION
Russ has done a remarkable job with this little Focal speaker, 
combining the good build and finish of the original with a 
sound that is immediate, engaging and most importantly, 
great fun. It's further proof that Russ is the king of tweakers.

SOUND

★★★★★
□ PRO
Produces a huge image 
when set up correctly and 
delivers a lively, immediate 
sound that makes for high 
musical entertainment in a 
compact package.

FEATURES

★★★★★
BUILD

★★★★
□ CON
The preferred set up will not 
be practical in some rooms 
and it's not the most 
controlled sounding speaker 
for the money.

VALUE

★★★★

HI FICHOICE ★★★★★ 
OVERALL SCORE
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Xenophilia
One of the best looking three-ways around, Amphion's Xenon has several unusual features

PROOUCT Amphion Xenon

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE from £2,599 per pair (depending on finish)

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD) : 19xl07x36cm
O Weight: 30kg O 2Smm aluminium tweeter
O l 65mm aluminium midrange O 200mm bass unit 
O ’Hypercardioid' dispersion O Adjustable bass level
O Sensitivity: 86d8 O Impedance: 4ohms

CONTACT W O1623 517000 O www.amphion.fi

mnish brand that has been around for 
about a decade, Amphion is more 
uccessful than most at distinguishing 

its speakers from the market stereotypes, 
through a variety of interesting techniques. 
This Xenon is the second Amphion to come 
Hi-Fi Choice's way in recent months and is an 
altogether more substantial package than the 
Prio 520 we reviewed in HFC 302.

I ndeed, at £2,599 or 
£2,899 per pair (in

painted or real
wood veneer finish 
respectively), the Xenon 

was the top model in 
the Amphion line-up 
until recently. (That is 

until a Mk2 version of 
the still larger Krypton 
was introduced at the 

German High End Show
in April.)

Our birch finished 
example must be one of 
the prettiest speakers on 
the market, in part because 
of the classy way the veneer 
is laid, in a series of five
narrow vertical stripes across 

the front and three broad 
stripes on the sides. Add in 
the clever way the front 
veneerwork follows the
contours of the large waveguide 
surrounding the tweeter and the 
deep triangular vents let into the 

sides next to the midrange driver 
and the net result is both elegant 
and contemporary.
This is a substantial three-way 

design, turning the scales to a 
hefty 30kg. It looks attractively

slim from the front, yet is quite 
deep, allowing a good size 
(200mm) bass driver to be

mounted in the side. To maintain symmetry, 
the speakers are built as a mirror-image pair, 
so they can be used with the bass units 
directed inwards (the normal way), or outwards 
- an option worth exploring in situ. Two hefty 
steel bars are mounted laterally onto the base 

for spike accommodation and the combination 
of good depth and extended width ensures 
excellent footprint stability.

The 200mm bass driver has a 155mm metal 
cone diaphragm and is port-loaded at the rear. 
The 165mm midrange driver has a llSmm 
metal cone diaphragm and is mounted at the 
top of the front panel, above the large sculpted 
waveguide that surrounds and recesses the 
25mm metal dome tweeter.

The midrange occupies its own sub-enclosure 
at the top, but this is neither sealed nor reflex- 
ported. The triangular grilles on each side back 
from the midrange driver provide resistive 
leakage of the out-of-phase sound radiation 
from the back of the cone. This is a modified 
form of dipole (open-back) radiation, which 
according to Amphion results in a 
hypercardioid sound radiation pattern. The 
claim is that this distribution characteristic 
allows the speaker to be sited close to a wall 
without generating the reflections that cause 
midrange coloration.

A solitary pair of high-quality WBT socket/ 
binders supply a crossover network that 
operates at 150Hz and l.2kHz, the relatively 
low mid-to-treble crossover point facilitated by 
the influence of the tweeter waveguide, which 
also serves to increase the effective diameter 
of the tweeter and match its dispersion to the 
midrange unit in the crossover zone. Next to 
the terminals is a little rocker switch that 
Amphion calls its bass Adjustment System 
(BAS), which subtracts some 3dB from the 
bass region.

Although the steel bars at the base provide 
fine lateral stability and threaded holes that 
can totally secure the spikes, regrettably the 
spikes themselves have rather short shafts and 
lock-wheels that cannot be properly tightened.

SOUND QUALITY

One of the disadvantages of metal - even 
aluminium - diaphragms is that they're heavier 
than other commonly used materials and one 
consequence of this tends to be a lower than 
average sensitivity. That's true enough in this 
case, as Amphion quotes a modest 87dB.
Whereas our tests suggest that 86dB is a more 
realistic figure, at least as far as the midband is 
concerned. Impedance is quoted as Bohms,
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Amphion Xenon loudspeaker [ Review ]

"...the Xenon is something of a mixed bag 
and reveals very clearly the strengths and 
weaknesses of an all-metal diaphragm."
which is fair enough through the midband and 
treble, but there are two 4-Sohm minima in 
the bass region, at 90Hz and the port tuning 
frequency at 25Hz. Pair matching was good at 
low and mid frequencies, but showed some 
discrepancy in the treble.

Placed in the positions normally used in our 
listening room, the far-field in-room averaged 
power response showed an impressively 
smooth and even balance through the 
midband and treble (above 250Hz), but some 
bass alignment difficulties below 250Hz, 
due to room interaction effects. Frequencies 
below 80Hz were about SdB too strong, while 
the zone from 80 Hz up to 230Hz was a 4dB 
too light.

Moving the speakers further out into the 
room helped to even out the bottom end 
somewhat, indicating that the Xenon is likely 
to be best suited to free space siting in large 
and very large rooms. That, of course, 
somewhat contradicts the alleged benefit of 
the hypercardioid midrange radiation - the 
bass alignment simply makes close-to-wall 
siting impractical, under our room conditions 
at least. The BAS bass adjustment also turned 
out to offer little practical benefit, as its main 
area of activity seems to be in the region 70- 

l 50Hz, where output already tends to be 
rather weak.

The Xenon clearly wasn't too well suited to 
our 4.3x2.6x5.5m listening room, but even 
with that handicap it was still capable of very 
respectable results. Bringing the speakers right 
out into the room might have helped even out 
the bottom end, but the effect seemed rather 
cold and clinical and results were preferred 
overall when the speakers were positioned 
more normally, with their front panels about 
1.1 m away from the wall.

The sound as a whole is crisp, clean and 
clear, underpinned by a plentiful low bass that 
brings a fine sense of scale to the proceedings. 
That said, it can sound a little ponderous on 
some material and the lack of some punch and 
drive in the upper bass does result in a slight 
loss of agility and lightness of touch.

Although there's some lack of dynamic 
tension and grip, it goes loud with good 
consistency and without complaint, and 
sounds quite sweet in a slightly clinical way. 
11 has very good control, with quite effective 
' bite', yet no unwelcome 'splash' or 'edge' on 
sibilants or hard-edged consonants.

The impressively coherent mid and treble is 
undoubtedly partly responsible for the very 

precise stereo imaging, which has fine focus 
and good depth perspectives. Although the 
overall impression is of a smooth and clean 
sound, there did seem to be some lack subtle 
inflexion and expression - a mild lack of 
delicacy on human voices, for example.

Ultimately it has to be said that the Xenon 
i s something of a mixed bag and one that 
reveals very clearly the strengths and the 
weaknesses of an all-metal diaphragm 
approach. Although the overall sound is 
impressively solid and weighty, it also lacks 
some delicacy and lightness of touch. Probably 
best suited to quite large rooms, care is needed 
to ensure good bass alignment compatibility 
with the characteristics of the particular 
listening room. HFC

Paul Messenger

CONCLUSION
Gorgeous styling, especially in the way the real wood veneer is 
laid, this impressive looking three-way sounds solid, crisp and 
clean, with fine mid-to-treble coherence, but the bass 
alignment proved troublesome in our listening room.

VERDICT
SOUND □ PRO

**** A beautifully styled 
floorstander with more than

EASE OF DRIVE
***

its fair share of innovation, 
the Xenon delivers a crisp, 
clean and coherent midband.

CON
BUILD

*****
Bass alignment proved 
troublesome under our 
Istening room conditions,

VALUE
****

with more than ample deep 
bass, but a lack of punch and 
drive in the upper registers

Hlfl *
OVERALL SCORE
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[ Round-up ] Loudspeaker stands £120^£300

Custom Design RS302
TYPE Loudspeaker stand

PRICE £120

CONTACT:: 0191 262 4646 @ www.customdesign.co.uk

A
s loudspeaker stands go, this is a simple 
enough design. Two medium-diameter 
pillars provide the support between a 
rectangular steel base and a small top plate. 

The top plate is unusual, though, in that it's 
not solid metal, but rather Custom Design's 
'Acoustic Steel' - two pieces of steel sheet 
bonded together with a slightly soft adhesive 
so as to form a whole that is unusually non
resonant. Just about the only disadvantage 
of this and it's certainly very minor, is that 
it's not possible to put threaded holes in the 
top and the supplied speaker-mounting 
spikes must be fitted with two nuts, which 
is a slightly fiddly process. The floor spikes 
mount and lock in the usual way. The price 
does not include any filler for the pillars, 
which should be considered essential: CD's 
'Inert' filler will add £32 to the price, but 
sand is much cheaper and does most of 
the work, if a I ittle messy.

Suitably filled, then, the stands gave our 
various loudspeakers a well-defined sound 
with plenty of detail and just slightly loose 
bass. There is no particular sense of 
coloration in the sound, indeed midrange 
and treble seem as neutral as we've heard 
from the respective speakers, but in the lowest 
couple of octaves there is some occasional 
insecurity. This is probably due to very minor 
rocking of the assembly, which is pretty rigid, 
but not quite up to the standards of the 
(much dearer!) Partington, for example. 
All the same, the stand is very 
practical, performs well and js 
comes in at a good price. HFC

VERDICT
This stand is a very 
considerable upgrade on most 
sub-£100 models, with Low 
coloration, if an occasionally 
touch loose, bass .

HIFICHOICE

KudosS50
TYPE Loudspeaker stand

PRICE £175

CONTACT :: 0845 458 6698 (Ji www.kudosaudio.com

W
e first heard of Kudos as a maker of 
speaker stands - decidedly upmarket 
at the time - some years ago. The 
company's range is still small, but has 

expanded to include a rather natty-looking 
modular equipment rack and five loudspeaker 
models. This stand is a simple design very 
much aiming at robust rigidity. A triangular 
base plate offers good stability even on 
uneven floors, while the large-diameter 
pillar is extremely stiff It's not by any means 
acoustically dead, however, and Kudos 
strongly recommends filling it with sand or 
another filler The top plate is small and, 
unusually, can be mounted either lengthways 
or sideways by using either of two pairs of 
countersunk holes. There's a small drawback in 
that the unused pair of holes allow sand to 
escape if the stand is ever tipped up1 A spare 
pair of screws and nuts, or even some carefully 
applied Blu-tack, would sort that one out.

As with the Custom Design stand, we 
found midrange and treble clear and open, 
but bass is decidedly more solid on the 
SSO. Interestingly, we also became convinced 
we were hearing very slightly more open 
and airy treble from many discs: whether 
there's any real treble difference, or this is 
one of those cases where bass improvements 
aid treble sound, is anyone's guess. The 
sound of low percussion and tuned 
instruments alike is powerful and stable 
and despite the small top plate this 
stand seems happy - sonically at least 
- even with quite large standmount 
speakers. HFC

VERDICT
A simple and practical 
support, suitable for smaller 
speakers, that offers good 
clear bass and also small 
improvements m the treble

HIFICHOICE
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Loudspeaker stands £120• £300 [ Roundup ]

Partington Dreadnought Broadside
TYPE Loudspeaker stand

PRICE £299

CONTACT W 01474 709299 GJ www.partingtonandco.co.uk

M
ost speaker stands these days are 
supplied partly dismantled and 
hence come in modest boxes. This 
one, however, is assembled, filled and sealed at 

the factory and comes in a large and very 
heavy package. The simple reason for this is 
that this stand is built for utter rigidity and 
stability beneath any standmount speaker, no 
matter how large or heavy. The rectangular 
central pillar is already very solid, but with the 
four outriggers the assembly could probably 
serve as a (shorti) extension to a construction 
crane. Everything is well damped with sand 
and resin and when you tap it you aren't sure if 
the sound is coming from the stand or your 
knuckle. The floor-mounting spikes are 
tastefully hidden, which does make them 
slightly awkward to adjust, but is no big deal.

I t's no great surprise that a stand built like 
this gives superb bass from the loudspeakers 
placed atop it - the laws of physics, and

HI •FICHOICE

experience, both point that way. Larger 
speakers firm up and gain extra definition, 
while smaller models suddenly discover an 
extra half-octave of extension that before was 
only hinted at. What we hadn't quite predicted 
was the extent to which the rest of the band 
improves at the same time. Extra little details 
suddenly appear in the midrange and treble, 
while images seem distinctly more precise than 
previously. It's also worth experimenting with 
different supports between the top of the 
stand and the speaker: Partington supplies 
little metal support cones, but a thin compliant 
layer (strips of neoprene sheet) also gave us 
good results. HFC

VERDICT
This is the stand for the real 
enthusiast . Sound is better 
defined than cheaper stands 
can offer and any decent 
speakerwll benefit markedly .

Quadraspire QX-&OOL
TYPE Loudspeaker stand

PRICE £250

CONTACT @ 0117 986 3228 @ www.quadraspire.co.uk

T
here's not much we can add to the 
evidence of the photograph as regards 
the originality and distinctiveness of this 
design. What we can tell you is that this is very 

much flat-pack furniture for the terrified - each 
stand consists of just two pieces of laser-cut 
Perspex that slot together. No tools, no 
fasteners, no fuss, just a pair of strategically 
placed grippers that hold the assembly 
together. The result is both gorgeous and 
practical, though it's not anything like as rigid 
as the more conventional stands in this group. 
The Perspex pieces have been carefully 
designed so that they give sort-of spikes at top 
and bottom corners, not exactly carpet
piercing, but certainly helpful in steadying the 
assembly on soft floorings. If the price seems 
high for what's on offer, do reflect that, first, 
Perspex is expensive stuff and, second, 
completely neglecting the hi-fi aspect for a 
moment, you can pay a lot more for high- 

fashion furniture (which this arguably is) for 
less utility1

As for sound, it's not as extended or crisp in 
the bass as some of the other stands, nor is it 
as well defined in the midrange. But, it's 
almost entirely free of added colorations, 
which is something to be grateful for and it 
has a pleasing lightness and clear, bell-like 
treble that nicely complements the kind of 
smart, upmarket, mid-size speaker that's likely 
to be put on this stand (a larger version is also 
available for £320). The stands can be placed 
either x- or +-ways under the speaker, though 
soundwise we didn't have a preference. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
There's no doubt that form 
precedes function here, but 
sound is very decent and 
makesacaseforhi-fi looking, 
as well as sounding, beautifull

HI-FICHOICE
★★★★ *
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Specialist items at great prices with
Sony M J Acoustics Mordaunt Short

II Ill

The most amazing thing about the Sony system is the powertul 
sound emitted from its tiny satellite speakers. They are not 
much bigger than a £2 coin, yet everyone who hears them is 
amazed. Breathtaking 5.1 surround sound DVD home-theatre 
system that creates an immersive sound through five tiny 
satellite speakers.

This amazing new XENO system features High Grade 
crossover, ability to be fed with a full range signal, Bass drwer 
technology Tweeter employing soft dome technology and 
Boundary effect rear ports to enhance the refraction effects 
from the lower frequencies.

The cabinets curveC shape discourage the biild up of standing 
waves for a Ceaner and more realistic sound. In^^ ft is unusual 
to get this leva of performance fromm such a ssmaRI speaker and wnh 
your eyes closed you will think you have a full orch^ra or rock 
group n front of you.

DVD SYSTEM
DAV-IS10

BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS

Mezzo2
5.1 SPEAKER SYSTEM
Xeno

INFORMATION INFORMATION INFORMATION

Products, technology and 
irresistable prices

FREE 
DELIVERY

AMPLIFIER
The multi award winning Tucana amplifier and system 
controller will satisfy even the most ardent audiophile. 
Tucana is a stunning stereo amplifier which will happily 
drive today’s audiophile speakers in a stereo system. 
Its dual mono design using three heavy-duty toridal 
power transformers and has a refined bi-polar output 
stage. Using six output devices, each channel is capable 
of swinging over 45amps of current, ensuring a vice like 
grip and precise control of the loudspeakers
Tucana

THE MULTI AWARD 
WINNING TUCANA 
AMPLIFIER

CHECK ONLINE

HD 7.1 AV AMP
Exceeding even the highest expectations, the TX-SR875 
A/V surround sound receiver deserves all the accolades 
it gets. The foundations of the TX-SR875 are its isolated 
power amplifier block (which supports a dual push-pull 
amplification design) and preamplifier. You'll also find a 
blend of onboard technologies to prime your home 
theatre for high-definition playback.
Also available in black

Leema Acoustics
TX-SR875

Onkyo

HDMI CABLE

HDMI-SR
AV STAND 
ABR1100

SPEAKER STANDS

Aurora6

INFORMATION INFORMATION

SPEAKER CABLE

Silver AnniversaryXT BiWire

INFORMATION

OED

The Alphason ABR1100 is a beautiful accessory 
for anyone's home, it's spacious yet discreet 
design accommodates LCD and Plasma 
Screens up to 50 inch whilst providing ample 
space for most AV equipment, including setup 
box, DVD player, games consoles etc.

The design approach is certainly outside the box 
with the stand's column a clear glass cylinder and 
the base a clear glass teardrop wth integrated 
spikes. The top plate is robust and the stand is 
held together wth a central chrome tension tube 
which also doubles as a cable management 
system.

Constructed from silver plated, oxygen-free 
copper covered in a whrte polythene jacket. This 
cable manages to deliver the smallest of details 
combining this wnh smoothness and fine control. 
Bass is substantial, mid range boasts bags of 
drive. a superb cable for the price.

The OED HDMi-SR Reference interconnect 
provides outstanding digital signal integrity for 
exceptional picture quality and sound. It is 
recommended for direct digital connections 
between the highest quality, suitably equippeC 
components, including HO Ready products.

Pioneer Gmonitoraudio polkaudio
AUO.O LIMITED - W ""

Thevrv&theitd^ie fromaudiopro
Terms and Conditions Al c-fters prices and sto< k are subject k1 avaflabiBty and ct1 urge Al! goods ^remain the property of HiFi Bitz uniii paid in fun;, in fine with the Dstance selfing regulations ^W you may ^cance you« order within seven working days. 
Ths must be done« in tho form O a better, fax or email; a cal redoes not constitute ^cancellation. Al goods accepted for return under thLs regulation must be 11 ther ongna! box and packaging and returned through your oOM'l oeudone We expect 
such ^ods to be brand new win all acc^doneics in pristine condtio. (^ods that are not kept in this wi be subject to a handing foe of 25% of the purchase price . We deliver in tho mainland UK only.



ZZ_ZHì Fi BitZ ceux
free delivery

ly 

b __ _

«■B £3

With over 130 brands offering awe-inspiring 
products from hard-to-find to more popular 
items, few can match our experience, range 
and stockholding.

Free delivery, excellent after-sales support 
and tempting finance options ensure you 
will come back for more.

www.HiFiBitz.co.UK 08700 276 888
£ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE £ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE

PUSH PULL AMP
The new ¡Tube 252 is both stunning to behold and a 
thoroughbred performer featuring no less than 9 valves 
and three line input stages to offer 25 watts per channel 
of pure listening nirvana.

TUNER
The Yamaha TX-497 FM/AM Tuner gives you highly 
sensitive reception capability and upgraded tuning 
performance. Paired with a Yamaha amp, cd player and 
some good quality speakers this tuner will form an 
integral part of your hi-fi separates system.

CD PLAYER
For exception high-end hi-fi at great value the Exposure 
201 OS range will not disappoint. The 201 OS CD Player 
is simply one of the best in it's class. Producing a 
dynamic sound with fabulous treble are just two of the 
great qualities the 201 OS CD Player boasts and 
considering it's sleek, modern design the 201 OS range 
truly is a thing of beauty.

CD PLAYER MKIII
The Roksan Kandy Integrated CD Player MKIII employs 
state-of-the-art technology and precision engineering to 
exploit the full potential of Compact Discs.

ITUBE 252

Fatman
TX-497

Yamaha
2010S

Exposure
Kandy__________

ROKSAN

Shure's SE420 sound isolating earphones feature Dual 
TruAcoustic MicroSpeakers and a sound isolating design. 
They use dedicated tweeters and woofers to provide a 
detailed sound stage that's tree from outside noise. Lows, 
mids and highs are distinct and defined for accurate 
reproduction for all the details of your musc. A Pemum 
Fit Kit offers portabliiity, connectivity and a comfortable 
customised fit.

UltimateEars

HDDlP
PROJECTOR
HD700X

EARPHONES
SUPERFI.4VI

The ultra compact and lightweight housing makes 
for a comfortable fit and is perfect for the active, 
fashion minded consumer. The machined aluminium 
housing compliments the sophisticated look and feel of 
the iPhone. An inline control button allows you to 
answer/ end phone calls and control music I video 
playback functions.

FOR MORE 5 STAR 
DEALS VISIT 
^WW.HiFiBitZ.CO.UK

Transform any room n your home with an ultimate 
High Definition entertainment experience. Making 
the largest big screen TV's seem small with an 
image that can fill a wall - the HD?OOX will 
immerse you n the action. Fantastic image quality 
provides life-size movie. sports or gaming 
characters that look so real you coud touch them.

Grado
HEADPHONES
SR60

With a tremendous reputation for high performance and 
high value these headphones are very comfortable and 
use carefully matched Grado drivers and low-mass 
polymer diaphragms offering a warm. natural sound.

inFocus* TEAC M Q miman MM through V12 Finance*<0UMKs!
Futl terms and conditions of the sate are available at .. ...। ■ •. .El , . The terms of sale do not affect your statutory rights. Finance options are available on al! items priced over £390 eg. Buy Now Pay May 2008.
All calls ate recorded frx training purposes
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Turntables £&00^£1,300

GROUP TEST JASON KENNEDY & LAB REPORTS: RICHARD BLACK

TURNTABLES
Six sensibly priced turntables are put to the ultimate test

ON TEST

Clearaudio Emotion 
£915

FunkV 
£1,065

Michell TecnoDec 
£886

Pro ject X-Pack
£800

Rega P3-24
£646

V
inyl has been enj oying a 
renaissance over the past five 
years and this has encouraged 
new music lovers to dabble in the only 

analogue format still supported. In turn, 
manufacturers who had otherwise 
avoided the format have been inspired 
to dip a toe in the water.

It's not difficult to see why vinyl 
refuses to go away. Even if you discount 
sound quality (which we certainly 
don't), the scale and quality of album 
sleeve artwork, the ritual of playing an 
LP and the sheer aesthetic appeal of a 
nice turntable are all-important factors 
in its long-term survival.

As this group of mid-priced turntables 
quite clearly shows, build and finish 
quality has never been higher - 
manufacturers can no longer cut it if 
their product doesn't have enough 
aesthetic appeal. The extensive use of 
acrylic is something that used to be the 
preserve of the high end, but it's now 
making affordable turntables look great 
too, and of these six decks on test, only 
two eschew the material. One of these, 
the aptly named Funk V, is so shiny it 
might as well be acrylic and the other, 
Rega P3-24, sticks to the traditional 
styling guns that the brand has become 
known and admired for.

One thing that the Rega benefits from 
has that most of the others do not, is 
a dust cover - all of the rest, except the 
Pro-Ject, remain open to the elements. 
Aftermarket dust covers are available, 
though, and the neatest universal option 
we've seen is the reasonably priced sheet 
of bent acrylic made by Michell, that 
covers platter and tonearm.

All of the assembled turntables were 
supplied with an arm and cartridge with 
the exception of the Michell, for which a 

Dynavector DVlOXS was borrowed 
from Pear Audio. The prices reflect 
the full package and, in most cases, 
a less expensive cartridge could be 
used. However, as this is a fundamental 
part of the system any change will 
be obvious.

All six are belt-drive designs offering 
33.3 and 45rpm operation. Those that 
allow you to change speed with a switch 
gained a 'Features' point, as did the 
models which offer a dust cover, arm 
cable and VTA adj ustment. Rega does 
not believe that VTA is important, 
however, but it is the only manufacturer 
to publicise this opinion. HFC

EQUIPMENT USED

® Trichord Dino+ phono stage
® Classe CP-700/CA-2200 pre/ 

power amplifiers
® B&W 8020 loudspeakers
®Townshend DCT interconnect and 

speaker cables
®Custom Design Icon equipment 

support
® Townshend VSSS equipment 

support
®Van den Hui Spindle Oil 
® Dynavector dV lOXS MC cartridge

MUSIC USED

® Keith Jarrett Standards. Vol./
® Lou Reed Transformer© Ta; Mahal Recycling The Blues

And Other Stuff
® Joni Mitchell The Hissing Of 

Summer Lawns
® Felix Laband Dark Days Exit

EARS USEDThis sort of in depth review would not 
be possible without the generous 
assistance of those who give up their 
time to take part in the blind listening 
Our thanks are due to:

Andy Craig (dps)
Reuben Klein (ECS/Wireworld)
Keith Tonge (PMC)Roksan Radius 5

£1,245
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LISTENING TESTS
As a point of reference, we played one track from CD prior 
to each turntable in an attempt to avoid merely comparing 
each deck with the one that came before. As turntables are 
highly sensitive to support, each turntable was auditioned 
on both the spring-suspended Townshend VSSS and the 
more conventional Custom Design Icon rack. As well as the 
blind tests, each turntable was assessed individually with a 
wide variety of material, to fully assess its potential.

LAB TESTS
Various tests were carried out to check for accurate and 
constant speed, extraneous vibration from the motor, 
bearing and surroundings, damping of resonances within 
the disc and in the arm and other parameters such as arm 
friction. Test equipment used for this included a specially 
cut test lacquer and a separate custom-made test disc, 
commercial test discs, a rumble coupler and a high
resolution digital recorder, the AID converter of which 
(linked to a PC running various bits of analysis software) 
made interpreting measurements a vastly simpler and 
quicker process than it used to bet

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
Our 3D bargraphs are a simple way of showing how the 
products compare across five technical parameters. In each 
case, a percentage is given that falls above or below the 
group average. In this case, the parameters are:
1) Speed accuracy: Simply a question of how close to the 
nominal 33.33RPM the platter goes round (for turntables 
with synchronous motors which follow mains frequency, 
itself subject to variations of up to 0.25 per cent, this is 
corrected to mains at exactly SO Hz).
2) Wow and flutter: A measure of how much the platter 
speed 'wobbles' about the nominal 33.33 RPM. Wow is low- 
rate variations and flutter high-rate. This causes pitch 
instability, so good measurements are important.
3) Rumble: The background low js c, noise the deck 
itself produces due to bearing friction and motor noise.
4) Arm resonance: The arm must hold the cartridge still 
against the reaction of the stylus in the groove. Mechanical 
resonances in the arm degrade this and are measured by 
applying a known impulse to the arm and measuring 
cartridge output.
5) Vibration breakthrough: The degree to which 
vibration from the floor gets through to the disc and 
stylus, via the turntables feet and suspension.



[ Ultimate Group Test ] Turntables £600-£1,300

BEST BUY

Price: £915 (inc.annandcartridge) a 01252 702705 -O www.clearaudio.de

HIFICHOICE 
magazine

CLEARAUDIO EMOTION
The clean lines of German craftsmanship

C learaudio is a company that just 
loves acrylic and makes some pretty 
outrageous designs using stacks

of the stuff It also makes some rather 
tasteful-looking turntables that are, 
considering the value of the Euro these 
days, very competitively priced.

Emotion is a simple solid plinth design 
with minimal apparent means of keeping 
out vibration. Its three legs are turned 
acrylic cones that look great and have 
a rubber 0-ring underneath to keep 
unwanted vibes at bay. It would be wise 
to site it well away from loudspeakers 
and decouple it from suspended floors.

11 has a freestanding AC synchronous 
motor (with an on/ off switch at its side) 
that drives the 18mm-thick acrylic platter 
via a round section belt The bearing is 
described as being 'maintenance free' 
and consists of a hardened steel pin in 
a sintered bronze housing.

The Satisfy tonearm is unusual in having 
Clearaudio's distinctive headshell, whereby 
a top plate bolts to the cartridge and both 
elements are aligned with one bolt It has 
gimbal bearings and a clever, if bulky magnetic 
anti-skate system. It doesn't come with 
interconnect cable, but has phono sockets at 
the arm base so you can choose your own.

The Aurum Classics wood-bodied cartridge 
is an moving magnet (MM) design that tracks 
at 2.2grams and delivers 3.3mV output, which 
will suit any MM phono stage.

SOUND QUALITY

In the listening room the panel found 
the Clearaudio to be an appealing and 

enioyable record player. They liked its ability 
to keep the bass in proportion and in time, 
commenting on the good overall integration 
of the sound. One listener suggested that there 
was, "a touch of velvet to every frequency", 
however, which he meant as a complement, 
but is also an indication of the 'halo effect' 
that acrylic platters tend to bring to the party. 
They can produce a subtle glow to the mid 
and top that adds extra scale and openness 
to the sound that's is not entirely accurate.

Another listener suspected that the 
turntable had more energy storage than its 
predecessor on the day (Rega P3/24), which 
probably indicates the same observation in 
a different way. If anything, the Clearaudio 
has less potential in this respect than the 
Rega as it's a little bit lighter in terms of 
platter mass.

The Emotion had the advantage of a 
better interconnect than the competition 
(because we had to supply it), which will 
have helped its undoubtedly good treble 
extension and tight bottom end. The 
midrange is very good at projecting 
detail as well and, while it's not as rich 
as some, it remains in control despite 
nothing serious in the way of isolation.

One thing we noticed when re-packing 
this turntable was the selection of tools 
supplied and the quality of packaging. 
The attention to detail Clearaudio brings 
is extremely high, resulting in impressive 
build quality. This welcome standard 
of manufacture, allied with sound that, 
while not entirely neutral, is engaging 
and revealing in equal measure, results 
in a very classy package for the money. HFC

LAB REPORT
Speed is spot-On (given it runs off direct mains it 
will be subject to the variations in that, typically a 
few tenths of a per cent) and wow and flutter are 
the lowest in the group. The weakness is rumble, 
specifically mechanical hum breakthrough from the 
motor, which entirely accounts for the relatively 
poor figure on that account However, because the 
motor is freestanding this will, in practice, vary 
considerably depending on the surface supporting 
the motor and deck - on our super-heavy isolation 
platform the measurement looks better, while very 
lightweight supports may measure slightly worse. 
Vibration breakthrough is a little higher than most, 
while arm resonance is good thanks to Clearaudio's 
lightweight, well-Oamped arm tube design.

HOW IT COMPARES I

1) Speed accuracy » +40%

2) Wow and flutter» +40%

3) Rumble » -50%

4) Vibration breakthrough » -30%

5) Arm resonance » +40%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement

Speed accuracy

Wow and flutter

Rumble

Actual

0%

0.03%

-67dB

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FEATURES

**
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****

Beautifully built and 
designed this entry point 
into the Clearaudio range 
gives a good idea of 
company standards. Its 
sound is open emphasising 
mid and top, but delivering 
nice timely bass.

HIFICHOICE ÄLL
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Price: .£1,065 (inc.armandrartri^e) 2 020 8697 2705 ® wwwthefunkfirm.co.uk

FUNKY
A turntable for the design-conscious vinyl fiend

T
he 'V' in this turntable's name stands 
not for 'vendetta,' but rather 'vector. 
This is because the drive-belt does 
not loop around the sub-platter in the 

traditional fashion, but passes around two 
idler pulleys as well as the drive pulley, 
and drives the sub-platter at three points. 
The reasoning behind this is that you get 
an even drive force that doesn't pull the 
bearing toward the motor, avoiding the 
lateral movement that this induces.

Its platter is quite odd, too; it's made 
of expanded vinyl and is aerated a bit 
like an Aero bar. albeit less chocolatey 
and more plastic-like. It's also very light 
to minimise energy storage. Funk calls it 
an Achroplat, after achromatic or colour
less. It sits on an acrylic sub-platter with 
a sapphire bearing that's bolted into a 
slab of shaped MDF along with the 
compliantly mounted motor and arm 
board. There's not a great deal in the 
way of vibration resistance beyond 
Sorbothane mountings for the round 
acrylic feet, which are so softly couched 
that they tend to splay out if not stood 
on rubber 0-rings.

Speed control is via a large knob that's 
precariously close to the cartridge, care 
being required when setting the arm up 
to make sure the two aren't overly close.

The arm is a Moth RB250 with the old
style Rega mount, but the existence of an 
arm board means that different arms are 
more easily accommodated than Funks 
of yore. The cartridge is that 1960s throw
back the Denon DL l 03 - a spherically 
tipped MC with a lowish output

SOUND QUALITY
Funk makes the point that the power supply 
needs to be warmed up before the speed is 
adjusted, but failed to put enough oil on the 
bearing for it to turn consistently! Once lubed- 
up, it managed to spin at the requisite 33.3, 
something that you are able to adjust with 
the aid of a SOHz strobe light

This turntable inspired all of the panellists 
to comment on a lack of solidity in the bass, 
the word 'loose' being bandied around with 
unusual consistency. They are right, or we 
agree, the Funk does lack extension and 
control in the bass even when you stick it 
on a well-isolated rack like the Townshend 
VSSS. But, the Denon DL l 03 has a less than 
powerful bass, however. so this is also a 
factor. What they do possess as a combination 
is considerable finesse and coherence across 
the rest of the band, imaging, for instance, 
was considered to be very good as was 
detail resolution, which makes up for its low 
frequency shortcomings quite well. You are 
charmed by the midband enough for the 
grunty bits to be less of a concern.

It times well too, which clearly helps. In 
fact, it has a more upbeat and on-the-money 
sound that most thanks to clean, crisp top 
end and, probably, the lack of deep bass. 
Detail levels are better than average, 
delivering the intimacy of the Taj Mahal 
recording and more of the atmosphere of all 
the software we played.

This will not be a turntable for all; its softly 
couched feet and insubstantial feel do not 
suggest great value, but the finish is excellent 
and the sound unusually timely and coherent, 
few could deny its charm. HFC

LAB REPORT
The idea of the Vector Drive is to give stable 
rotation, so it is rather ironic that this turntable 
scored rather poorly for wow and flutter. It was 
obvious from inspection that part of the reason 
for this was the drive belt, which was visibly 
twisting as it came off each pulley. A replacement 
belt only gave a slight improvement. It's not just 
short term speed stability that's at issue, as speed 
varies over time and indeed over the course of an 
LP side. This is frankly not acceptable in a quality 
turntable and we hope Funk will address it as a 
matter of urgency. Vibration breakthrough is a 
little higher than average, while arm resonance 
seems for some reason slightly low in level than 
other Moth arms.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Speed accuracy » -50%
2) Wow and flutter » 0%
3) Rumble» +30%
4) Vibration breakthrough » -40%
5) Arm resonance » +20%

FEATURES

***
BUILD

***
VALUE

***
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SUMMER fOLE
MASSIVE SAVINGS AVAILABLE IN-STORE
AND ONLINE: WWW.WPERFLCO.UK/fOLESale starts Friday 27th June 2008. Some offers are limited in quantity and may sell out before the Sale ends. Not in conjunction with any other offer or promotion.

:::::::::::

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS

Grado, Helios, Humax, InFocus, 
KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission, MJ

Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Pure, O Acoustics, 
QED, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Samsung, 
Sennheiser, Sonos, Sony, Soundstyle, 
Tannoy, ThemeScene, Topfield,

Wharfedale, Yamaha and many 
more top brands. Not all products 
are available from all outlets.- 
please call, or check online at 
www.superfi.co.uk

Y Ä 1

ARCAM DV135 
ARCAMAVR280
Arcam AV separates deliver superior sound and vision. Their DiVA home cinema separates combine cuttingedge technology with over 30 years of design excellence, delivering reference performance and top specifications.

I..;
***** -

JUNE 2007 
/^^AVR280

ALSO AVAILABLE SEPARATELY *

SIZZLING SEPARATES SYSTEM
NAD CS15BEE CD PLAYER
NAD C315BEE AMPLIFIER
Q ACOUSgyCS 1020SPEAKERS
Brilliant, entry level hi-fi separates-get real hi-fi performance forthe price of a mini-system

1 4 O’ j 4 ■ N t j 1 j 4 ■ ■ I jL—X2X—J L—X-X—J
***** *****

NADC515 CDPl.AV VER Q ACOUST1CS1020SPE AKERS
FEBRUARY2008 SEPTEMBER200

DVD PLAYER 
AR^Dgy35

AVRECENER 
ARCAMAVRfO

iPOD ^K AND AMP

FAgy^ iTUBE
• Striking design, stunning performance
• Brings MP3to life like no other dock/amp can

• Plays DVD Video and Audio, SACD, CD, HDCD, MP3, WMA, JPEG, OGG and more
■ HDMI out with popo ! - upscaling to 720p, 768p and 1O08OÎ
• Audiophile WolfSon DACs(as used in reference FMJ CD36 and AV9) and power supply, for outstanding CD replay
• Black or silver
• £449.95 (Was £899.95, Save £450)

• Dolby Digital EX,Pro Logic II and DTS ES, Neo 6 and 96/24 decoding
• Configure for 7.1or5.1with front channels bi-amped or 5.1 and amplified 2nd zone
• 7x80watts audiophile amplification
• Superior toroidal transformer
• HDMI switching
• Black or silver
• £599,95 (Was £1199.95, Save £60)

CD PLAYER
gyDC515BEE« Plays CD/-R/-RW, MP3andWMA■ Graphite or titanium■ £159.95(Was £174.95, Save £15)
MICRO HI-FI

ONgyO
CR715

AMPURER 
gyDC315BEE

SPEAKERS
Q ACOUSfOS 1020■ 2x40wattsin Graphite or titanium■ £174.95(Was £189.95, Save £15)
■ Bookshelf design with punchy soundstage■ £79.95(Was £129.95,Save £50)

NETWORK AND REMOTE 
gyfOCH 
^UEEZE00X 
DUET

DAB RADIO

PUgy fO00LAB

SPEAKERS

OUAD
L2 BARGAINS
• Referencestand-mountspeakers
• Woven Ke\\Aarbassdri\erforsuponor, dutortionn-free bass porw nw*
• 1 . -. 1 m L .. I Wgorgeous gloss lacquered finish
QUAD 11L2

£249*
QUAD12L2

£349*

exx-x—1 
***** 

AWARgy220

OACOUSTICS 
1030■ Floor standing speakers in a choice offinishesEfficient 90dB- ideal for smaller separates and mini-systems Magnetically shielded- enables placement close to CRT TVs, if desired

• CD/MP3playback
• DAB/FM Tuner
• 2x50wattamp
• Black finish

wgyffO.00 
LABRA/ut

£229”

• Top-value DAB radio
• Alarm timerbuilt-in
• Maplefinish
• Bgrade-fully guaranteed for 12months

■ Stream music around your house ■ Handset features large, colour display, gyroscopic controls and docking station/chargera Remote control doubles as second network client for portable streaming

^wgyifO00
<^ni LABORA
£499.95 utVE £2fS £699.95SAVE£2fS

WAS: £229.95 
SAVE: £100

£129”

FIVE REASONS TO CHgySE SUPERFI

Real Hi-Fi
Quality turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate

Latest technology
Hard disk, Blu-Ray, Freesat,
MP3, DAB, PVR and multi-room
products -all available to
demonstrate

Official UK models
Fully-guaranteed, genuine 
UK products

0% credit available
Ask in-store for details and 
a quotation

Free parking
See www.superfi.eo.uk/ 
freeparking for details

AV RECEIVER

SONY_________
SmA1220S
• 7xl00watts
• Dolby Digital EX, Pro Logic llx & DTS ES, Neoo6,96/24decoding
• HDMI switching
• Auto microphone setup

"gyCE00NTDAB 
LABro^^Œ"
WHATHITPutUNO&VISION

gyYfOR 
MUSKFREE

JULY2008

£279”

SUBWgyFER
MJ ACOUSgyCS
gyNOPROfO

1 i * .i T 
***** 
NCWMBER 200

“THESONY’S
SOUND, SPEC AND 
PRICE-TAG ARE ALL 

IRRESISTIBLE”
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND 

i VISION

• Twin crossover enables simultaneousconnection of high and low level signals, with independent level adjustments
• Stunning, 5-coat lacquered gloss black finish

WAS: £374.95
SAVE: £75

STORES - EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTAgyTION

Binningham Lincoln
67 Small brook, Queensway 271a High Street
0121 631 2675 ” 01522 520265
Coventry
2 Corporation St 
024 7622 3254
Derby
22 Sadler Gate
01332 360303

London
2-4Camden High St 
020 73881300
Manchester
54 Bridge Street
0161 83^456

"COMPACT DIMENSIONS 
AND AFfODABLE 00ICE"
WHATHI-fl?SOUNO&VISION

Nottingham
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137
Stockport
68-70 Lower Hillgate
0161429 9080

BUY ONLINE NOW

^^.SUPERFl.CO.l.M

http://WWW.WPERFLCO.UK/fOLE
http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.eo.uk/


Turntables £600^£1,300 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

MICHELL TECNODEC
The engineering approach to vinyl reproduction

T his neat little disc spinner is the 
least expensive model in Michell 
Engineering's range and does

without the suspension and fancy platters 
of its brethren, instead relying on good
quality engineering to make its sonic case. 
This refreshing approach delivers a clean
looking turntable that, while perhaps not 
quite as elegant as some of the competition, 
is still honest and well-executed.

It is very similar to the Clearaudio Emotion 
in its approach; the plinth is a slab of acrylic 
(this time 11 mm thick) that stands on three 
aluminium legs with soft rubber feet to 
provide a degree of isolation. The platter is 
made from a compound of carbon and vinyl- 
loaded acrylic, a mix that produces a matt 
finish and a medium weight platter. This 
sits on an inverted bearing that, thanks to 
some clever machining, pumps oil through 
the weight-bearing interface of thrust ball 
and phosphor bronze seating. Michell does 
not supply a clamp with the TecnoDec, but 
has one that can be used on this and all of 
its turntables.

The platter is driven by a DC motor that's 
mounted in a beautifully machined aluminium 
case, the finish being considerably more 
attractive than anything offered elsewhere 
in this Ultimate Croup Test.

The Tecnoweight is a replacement for the 
standard Rega counterweight that places the 
mass below the bearings for greater stability. 
It is supplied with alternative size counter
weights to suit different cartridges. In this 
instance, Michell also supplied its threaded 
collar, which allows VTA adjustment on Rega 
arms such as the RB250.

Q 020 8953 0771 .£EA www.michell-engineering.co.uk

The Denon supplied DL l 03 cartridge is a 
classic low-output moving coil that although 
lean, is very well priced and we felt well suited 
to the overall character of the turntable.

SOUND QUALITY
All of the panellists managed to agree on one 
thing about this deck: its unusually neutral 
balance. Some commented that it was very 
similar in sound to the CD reference, while 
others found the balance to be "quite correct". 
Which might seem like damning with feint 
praise, but lets the TecnoDec deliver an 
impressively revealing result. Joni Mitchell's 
voice is open and finessed to a remarkable 
degree, while the accompanying bass line 
is nothing short of lush. It keeps things in 
perspective and doesn't overemphasize 
brighter instruments like trumpets, although 
the clear-cut nature of its sound means that it's 
better suited to a more relaxed cartridge, such 
as the Denon DL 103 we ended up with, rather 
than the Dynavector DV l OXS used initia I ly.

Its neutral balance is good for keeping the 
various elements consistent with one another 
and it makes a clear case for itself next to a 
more affordable deck like the Rega P3-24, 
thanks to a decent grasp of timing. Some will 
prefer a warmer sound, perhaps, but that's a 
matter of cartridge choice and while the Denon 
DL l 03 may not have the power in the bass 
offered elsewhere, its sophistication through 
the mid and top make it hard, if not impossible 
to beat at the price.

With its minimal energy barrier it needs 
a better support than most, but keep it away 
from resonance and you have a very fine 
turntable for the money. HFC

Two surprises came out of this deck's 
measurements. First, the arm - structurally much 
the same as that on the Funk and Rega models - 
seems to be distinctly more resonant. Second, the 
wow and flutter is dominated by a once-per-rotation 
variation, suggesting that Michell's famously strict 
quality control may have nodded over the platter 
fitted to the review sample. Speed accuracy, 
however, is excellent and should not alter with 
mains voltage or frequency as the motor is a DC 

type fed from a stable supply. This motor has 
minimal mechanical noise and that, plus its heavy 
housing, helps keep rumble to a level below that 
which we can measure accurately; the figure given 
is a worst-case estimate.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Speed accuracy » +30%

2] Wow and flutter» -20%

3] Rumble»+40%

4] Vibration breakthrough »+10%

5] Arm resonance » -40%

SPECIFICATIONS |_____________
Measurement Actual

Speed accuracy •OAzS%

Wow and flutter 0.06%

Rumble 80db

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FEATURES

***
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

This nicely engineered 
baby in the Michell range 
needs careful partnering, 
but can deliver a very 
sophisticated result for the 
money. Just keep it away 
from resonating surfaces for 
optimum performance.

HIFI ÄLl

august 2008 | Hl-FI CHOICE 73

http://www.michell-engineering.co.uk


HIFI HIFICHOICE

Sol us

2C$7

Sigmas

TitanNova

Gii Mini Sub 
& Vision

Accessories
IsoPlug, DeMag CD, etc.

lsoTek has consistently established a 
class leading reputation, a fact that has 
been proved by numerous reviews 
throughout the world and over 21 
industry awards.

Orion & Gemini 
^Two levels of high quality filter^

Sirius
Available in 6 sockets only

lsoTek is committed to the creation of 
truly cutting edge designs through the 
development of unique proprietary 
technologies. Every product is designed 
and developed in the England and hand 
assembled in their factory in Hampshire.

Mira
Dedicated TV filter

HIFICHOICE
\ magazine /

"We would not hesitate to suggest the Sirius as an effective 
upgradefor a^ ^stem" Hi-Fi Choice, July Issue 200s

Only the finest quality components are 
used, and many of these are uniquely 
developed and built to 'MOD' 
specifications.

For your free brochure, or to locate your 
nearest dealer please call Activ 
Distribution on Oi 635 291 357.

lsG5rek®
www. isoteksystems .corn

BEST BUY

OVERALL SCORE

Activ Distribution

We've heard bigger leaps in performance from other mains 
filters, but they all cost considerably more than this one. 
Even with 'standard' mains leads, this is a worthwhile addition 
to a decent hi-fi set-up.

Tel: 01635 291357 • Fax: 01635 291356
E-Mail: isotek@activdistnbution.com • www.activdistnbution.com 

www isoteksystems.com

mailto:isotek@activdistnbution.com
http://www.activdistnbution.com
isoteksystems.com
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Price: .£800 (inc.annandrartndge)

PRO-JECT I-PACK
The X-pack redefines turntable value for money

P
ro-Ject is not a shy retiring turntable 
maker. It has pretty well transformed the 
market since the introduction of its first 
model ten or so years ago and there are plenty 

of brands that have struggled to compete. The 
X-Pack is a good example of how Pro-Ject has 
achieved this; not only is it a great-looking 
turntable and arm with a rock-solid Ortofon 
cartridge, but it also sells for a price that few 
competitors can make an acrylic turntable for.

The turntable is the acrylic version of the Pro
Ject Experience, which is also available in some 
attractive wood veneers. It is a solid plinth 
design with screw-on feet that offer some 
isolation thanks to a layer of energy-damping 
Sorbothane above the aluminium cone. The 
motor is suspended on a rubber mounting in 
order to kill any vibration it might emit and it 
drives the periphery of the platter via an acrylic 
pulley. There are two drives on this pulley, but 
as the X-Pack is supplied with a Speed Box for 
electronic speed change, you only need the 
smaller one.

The Pro-Ject 9c tonearm has a carbon fibre 
tube and gimble bearings, while the two-kilo 
platter is made of MDF and mates directly to 
the vinyl with the aid of a screw-down clamp.

The Ortofon Rondo Red is a pretty useful 
moving coil cartridge with a body made from 
"powered hardwood" and an elliptical tip that 
produces a half-millivolt output

SOUND QUALITY
Blind listening tests have their limitations and 
the noisy screw-down clamp of the X-Pack 
meant that the listeners had a pretty good 
idea that here was a turntable they had not 
been presented with before. They did not allow

S 01235 511166 €•) www.henleydesigns.co.uk 
Although vibration breakthrough scores only 
average and rumble just below, this turntable 
returned a good set of measurements overall. 
That breakthrough figure reflects the fact that 
while the spectrum of the vibration reaching the 
cartridge is relatively inoffensive - more bass than 
midrange or treble - its level is on the high side. 
Rumble doesn't entirely vanish, but its spectrum 
is mostly harmless, principally lOOHz hum from 
the motor. Best of all is the arm resonance, which 
is the lowest of the group. The well-damped arm 
tube contributes little character of its own and 
there's no doubt that this will have helped the 
deck achieve the detailed and realistic sound 
noted by the listeners.

this to undermine their opinion of its 
capabilities, however, and gave an all round 
thumbs-up, thanks to its mix of good balance, 
impressive bass extension and ability to present 
a coherent, well-proportioned soundstage.

It has wider bandwidth than most other 
turntables, thanks to the qualities of the 
Rondo Red cartridge and the panellists 
appreciated its ability to produce a crisp 
top end. This factor is a key one if you want 
well-defined bass and good imaging. In this 
case it also helped to produce high-quality 
vocal definition and above average width 
and depth of image.

The X-Pack can deliver a surprisingly refined 
result for its price and, while the Rondo Red 
clearly helps here, it wouldn't be able to do 
so if the turntable and arm weren't providing 
the mechanical precision required. This can be 
heard in the realism of voices and the overall 
solidity of the sound. It also manages to be 
both smooth and unflustered with lively material 
as well as picking up on the snap of percussive 
instruments. While it clearly responds positively 
to good isolation, it is not as sensitive as some 
of the competition, which suggests that the 
rubber-mounted feet do manage to provide 
some decoupling.

Timing is not, perhaps, in the top league, 
but there is an assurance to the result that 
helps it stay in control. When the going gets 
lively, you'd be hard pressed to make the 
midrange sound hard, for instance.

Pro-Ject has a knack for making competitive 
turntables and this transparent beauty is 
no different, it delivers the sonic goods in 
no uncertain fashion and at a very good 
price. HFC

1 ] Speed accuracy » +20%
2] Wow and flutter» 0%
3] Rumble» -10%
4] Vibration breakthrough » +10%
5] Arm resonance » +50%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement

Speed accuracy 

Wow and flutter 

Rumble

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

*****
BUILD

****
VALUE

*****

The X-Pack combines 
some very strong elements 
into a killer package that 
takes top honours for 
sound and value. Build and 
finish isn't super slick, but 
is easily good enough for 
the money.

HHI ^L
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The only real hi-fi shop in Guilford

Guildford's only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GUl 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801 and 01483 304756 

www.pjhifi.co.uk email: info@pjhifi.co.uk.
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Turntables £600^£1,300 [Ultimate Group Test]

Price: £646 (inc.armandcartridge) E 01702 333071 @ www.rega.co.uk

REGAP3-24
A new lease of life for a classic design

F
ew will need any introduction to the 
classic Rega P3. However, its latest 
revisions have been far reaching;

this is not the deck that we grew up with, 
but rather a carefully refined variation that 
happens to look very similar The 24 in the 
name indicates that the motor runs at 24 
volts rather than the 110 volts of yore, 
something that has trickled down from the 
P9, where 24 volts was first used to reduce 
the amount of energy being fed into the 
plinth. The plinth is now lighter than before 
and the RB300 tonearm has been replaced 
with the RB3001; a design that no longer 
attaches to the deck with a huge nut, but 
rather with one that is screwed down.
This will doubtless irritate the small army 
of companies out there who make VTA 
adjustment devices for Rega arms, however, 
Rega considers it an important step for 
sound quality.

This P3/24 still has the 12mm float 
glass platter and felt mat of its forebears, 
but that's where the similarities end. It can, 
for instance, be upgraded with the K PSU 
outboard supply that offers switchable 
speed change and reduces motor vibration 
by an impressive 50 per cent

The Elys 2 cartridge supplied is Rega's 
stalwart MM; a fixed stylus design with a third 
mounting point to give ease of alignment 
and a rigid fixing.

SOUND QUALITY
Being the least expensive turntable package 
in this group should have made life difficult 
for the Rega and there were areas where its 
shortcomings were noticed by most of the 

panel. However, it certainly delivered 
the goods in other important respects, 
especially in its natural presentation of 
bass. Walk On The Wild Side sounded 
more in keeping with the recording than 
the CD we used as a reference. The way 
it stops and starts with heavy material 
like Felix Laband was also appreciated, 
but there was a fair amount of criticism 
when it came to imaging, which was 
considered shut-in and restricted in width 
due to a lack of extension in the treble.

The panel considered the balance to 
be dry, meaning that harmonic detail 
or richness of tone is not quite as well 
rendered as it could be, which might 
explain why the listeners thought it a 
little flat compared to the competition.

On the positive side, this is clearly a 
neutral-sounding deck with decent timing 
and bass that, while not all that substantial, 
is fairly well controlled. It has a lightness 
of foot that stops the music getting 
muddled and, while imaging may not 
be spectacular, it does project voices 
with reasonably good definition.

I t's always difficult in these situations 
to weigh up the price against the quality 
of sound; this combination is nearly half 
the price of the dearest in this bunch, yet 
its sound (while not in the same league) 
is clearly better than half as good. The 
P3/24 did well when we gave it a solo 
test and it's not hard to hear why - this 
is a steady turntable that is extremely 
well thought out and delivers an even
handed sound that's strong on timing 
and bass definition. HFC

LAB REPORT
As the only turntable in the group not to use a solid 
plastic platter, the P3 might be expected to have a 
very different disc impulse characteristic from the 
others. In fact the level of the signal excited in the 
disc when subjected to an impulse (we simply 
bounce a small metal ball off it) is a little higher 
than in the other decks, but the spectrum is not 
much different. Absolute speed on our sample came 
in a rather inconsequential 0.3% fast, while the 
wow and flutter figure is good, better than we've 
seen from Regas in the past, though whether that's 
down to the power supply or just better mechanical 
tolerance on this sample is pure conjecture.
Vibration breakthrough is quite low in level and arm 
resonance a little higherthan average.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Speed accuracy » -10%

FEATURES

*****
BUILD

****
VALUE

***
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Turntables £600£1,300 [Ultimate Group Test]

Price: £1,245 (inc . arm and cartridge) a 020 8900 6801 www.roksan.co.uk

ROKSAN RADIUS 5
Wobbly motor technology and a unipivot to boot

LAB REPORT

The suspension in this deck is basic, but it's more 
than the others can offer and it's therefore no 
surprise that the vibration breakthrough is lower in 
level than from the others. There's a little resonance 
visible in the spectrum of the breakthrough, but it's 
very low frequency and we doubt it will become an 
audible problem in practice. Also low in frequency, 
in context, is the principal resonant mode of the 
arm - around 180Hz - and this rings on for a 
relatively long time. Speed proved to be just a shade 
fast (mains.dependent again so slightly variable 
over time) with wow and flutter just on the high 
side. Given the period of the speed variations, we 
suspect the drive belt Rumble (motor break
through) is good, once again mostly lOOHz hum.R

oksan got its start in hi-fi with a 
pretty radical turntable called 
Xerxes. It had the motor mounted 
on a bearing with only a spring to stop the 

whole thing spinning around. The theory 
being that variations in torque caused by 
different degrees of stylus drag are taken 
up by the spring, thereby allowing the 
motor to turn at a constant rate.

The Radius 5 sports a variation on this 
theme, with the motor able to wobble on 
its mounting to achieve the same result It 
seems a bit odd when you thread the belt 
around it, but the sound would suggest 
that something is making a difference. 
Other contributory factors include a two- 
part acrylic plinth with three compliant 
fixings between the slabs and a motor and 
power supply fixed into the lower one. It 
stands on three pointed feet that can be 
placed in supplied brass pucks to avoid 
marking the equipment rack.

The Nima tonearm is a unipivot design 
made from acrylic, stainless steel and 
aluminium. It features a PCB track, where 
you would expect arm wiring and the 
counter-weight's mounting hole is off-centre, 
so that you can twist it to align the cartridge 
vertically (azimuth).

The Chorus Black moving magnet cartridge 
is Roksan's variation on a Goldring design with 
a Paean plastics body and removable stylus.

SOUND QUALITY
On the sonic test-bench that is HFC's 
unsighted listening panel, the Roksan 
sounded bright and a little hard; a view 
shared by two listeners, while the third 

went the other way considering it to be 
reasonably neutral, but not very involving. 
Changing the supplied brass pucks to felt- 
covered two-pence pieces did seem to 
tame this quite well, with the second 
presentation received a significantly more 
positive response.

Imaging was considered to be better 
than average with several enthusiastic 
comments on depth and width. Its noise 
level was also very low and there was none 
of the slight hum that afflicted some of the 
competition. This should help it to deliver 
more detail, but alas it is not in the same 
league as the less expensive Clearaudio in 
this respect

One thing is for sure and that's if you 
want to hear what's going on at high 
frequencies this is the turntable for the 
job. This could be down to the fact that the 
cartridge requires more running-in. Using 
this turntable and arm with a Dynavector 
DV lOXS MC cartridge results in a very 
substantial and real sound that majors on 
dynamics and is pretty neutral (for a record 
player). The panellists who were familiar 
with this brand were surprised that its timing 
was no better than the other decks, this 
being a quality that many associate with 
the dearer Xerxes design. Clearly the changes 
required to make the Radius at this price 
have taken their toll in this respect

Roksan's most affordable turntable is 
very nicely put together with a potentially 
sophisticated sound. However. this is 
something that the Corus cartridge doesn't 
entirely make the most of which rather lets 
the side down. HFC

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Speed accuracy » -20%
2) Wow and flutter » -30%
3) Rumble» 0%
4) Vibration breakthrough » +40%
5) Arm resonance » -10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement

Speed accuracy

Wow and flutter

Rumble

VERDICT
Very decent build quality 
combined with a good 
intrinsic design, the Radius 
5 is capable of sophisticated 
and revealing results. 
Although this was not the 
case with the Chorus Black 
cartridge we used.

SOUND

** **
FEATURES

***
BUILD

*****
VALUE

***
HincHoiCE^a^LL
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[ Ultimate Group Test J Turntables £600^£1,300

CONCLUSIONS
Six decks and three clear winners in this revealing test

W
e have reviewed most 
of these turntables in 
solo or Ultimate Croup 

Tests in previous issues of HFC and 
it's a relief to see that the results 
are reasonably consistent. It's 
always more difficult to assess 
a component's relative quality 
in isolation, however, and this is 
probably why the Rega did rather 
better in its first solo test than 
within this competitive group.

Out of interest, we pulled out an 
old Pro-Ject Expression II 
to see how compared and at 
less than half the price of the 
Rega set-up it was not surprising 

to hear a far cruder and weaker 
result. Then again, the Michell 
combo put at least the same 
gap between itself and the 
Rega, hence the lack of a flag 
for this old favourite.

In past reviews, we have been 
so swept up by the Funk V's 
finesse through the midband, 
that we've been more than 
happy to recommend it for that 
impressive strength alone.

If you are after a full-bandwidth 
experience, however, you will 
need a better cartridge than 
the Denon we tried; the deck is still 
a charmer though.

Likewise, the Roksan is 
capable of fine results with 
the right cartridge and although 
we were surprised that these 
were not forthcoming with the 
Chorus Black cartridge, that's how 
it fared with our 'blind' panel. 
It is an extremely well put 
together turntable and arm, 
though, and one that is capable 
of delivering the goods in the 
right company.

The Clearaudio is the best 
looking example of the art 
on offer and has a clear and 
open sound that, while not 
entirely neutral, is very 

pleasant indeed. It also has 
a first-class cartridge, which 
always aids performance.

Michell continues to make 
remarkably well-engineered 
decks for a very reasonable 
cost, an approach that results 
in precise and clean sound, 
so long as you avoid interference 
from resonant supports.

Which leaves us with Pro-Ject's 
keenly priced X-pack. While 
the Euro has pushed the price 
up a little in the last month, it's 
still got the best cartridge of 
the group, which makes it hard 
to beat. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

AMPLIFIERS
LEEMA PULSE £1,195
A highly capable amplifier with surprising 
power reserves and a decent phone stage.

SUGDEN A21ALSERIES2 £1,299
Find out why vinyl will never die with the 
optional phone and sensitive speakers.

LOUDSPEAKERS
ATC SCM 11 £799
Use with the Leema amp to hear the 
detail and power of vinyl in all its glory.

PMC FBl I £1,850
Combine this speaker with the Sugden 
amp and bathe in the sonic space.

» Place turntables as far away from 
loudspeakers as is practical, there's 
nothing that undermines their sound 
more than vibrations.
» It makes sense to use a wall shelf or 
a sprung suspension system. Also make 
sure the support is perfectly level.

» If replacing or providing cables from 
the arm ensure they are shielded to 
minimise hum and don't forget the 
earth connection.
» With hard-topped platters keep 
them clean so that dust isn't forced into 
the grooves by a clamp, for instance.

TURNTABLES AT A GLANCE

KEY FEATURES

A \HI

MAKE Clearaudio Funk Michell Pro-Ject Rega Roksan

MODEL Emotion V TecnoDec X-Pack P3-24 Radius 5

PRICE £915 £1,065 £886 £800 £646 £1,245

SOUND ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

FEATURES ***** *** ** ***** ***** ***** *****
BUILD ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** *****
VALUE ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** *****

OVERALL ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** *****
CONCLUSION Beautifully designed, 

this entry point in the 
Clearaudio range gives 
a good idea of the 
company's achievements. 
Its sound is open and 
clean, emphasising mid 
and top, but delivering 
nice timely bass.

This decidedly odd slab 
of a turntable produces 
some extremely beguiling 
music in the context 
of an inexpensive arm 
and cartridge. It can do 
even better with dearer 
ancillaries and can be 
forgiven its foibles.

This nicely engineered 
baby in the Michell 
range needs careful 
partnering, but 
can deliver a very 
sophisticated result for 
the money. Just keep 
it away from any 
resonating surfaces.

The X-Pack combines 
some very strong 
elements into a killer 
package that takes top 
honours for sound and 
value. Build and finish 
isn't super-slick, but is 
easily good enough for 
the money.

The latest incarnation 
of this classic deck builds 
on its strengths in the 
timing department and 
produces an engaging, 
if less than precise sound, 
that will continue to win 
listeners over to the 
vinyl path.

Very decent build 
quality combined with 
a good intrinsic design, 
the Radius 5 is capable 
of sophisticated and 
revealing results, but 
not with the Chorus 
Black magnet cartridge 
we used.

SIZE 40xl5x33cm 43xll.5x33.5cm 46x10x32cm 46xl3.3x36cm 46xl4x35cm 40xl5x35cm

WEIGHT 6.9kg I 4kg Skg 7.5 kg 6.8kg 7kg

SPEEDS 33/4S ’ ■U33/45 33/45 1 33/4S 33/45 33/4S

REPLACEABLE LEADS Yes 1 No No Yes No No

MOTOR TYPE Synchronous DC DC AC Synchronous Synchronous

SWITCHABLE SPEED no Yes No Yes Yes No

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELlENT '. G=GOOD • A = AVERAGE • P = POOR
SPEED ACCUMS 0% E see Lab Report P +0.05% E +O.l% E +0.3%G +0.15% E

WOW AND FLUmR 0.03% E 0.04% E J .0.06%G 0.04% E 0.04%d E 0.07% G

RUMBU -67dBA •76dB G -80dB E •73dB G •72dB G -74dB G

VIBRATION BREAK •30% 40%
I +10%

+10% +30% +40%

ARM RESONANCE +40% +20% 40% +SO% •30% •10%
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The Michell flagship for music lovers 
who are not prepared to compromise

BRITISH DESIGN AND , ITQ KEPT
ENGINEERING AT 110 1

After 35 years, Michell is still a family run business 
with a team of dedicated and proud craftsmen, 
producing quality turntables and accessories

The classic Michell turntable, refined 
over many years of development to 

its current level of performance.

Orbe SE

Gyro SE

Entry level turntable incorporating 
features from the classic Gyro

MICHELL ENGINEERING

J A Michell Engineering Ltd 
2 Theobald Street, Borehamwood, 
Hertfordshire, England, WD6 4SE

TecnoDec

Models Featured:
1. A205A single-ended 5wpc 

pentode integrated amplifier

2. A318B single-ended I 8wpc 
triode integrated amplifier

3. A50125A push-pull I 25wpc 
integrated amplifier

Full-range of Acoustic Revive 
products now available. Call or 

e-mail for more details.

Distributor: 
www.angelsoundaudio.co.uk 

Tel: 01923 352 479
Telephone: 020-8953 0771
Fax: 020-8207 4688
michell-engineering.co.uk

http://www.angelsoundaudio.co.uk
engineering.co.uk
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connector worth £50 completely FREE!
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"Now you can improve upon your existing mains cables with the 
lsoTek Deep Cryogenically Treated (OCT) IEC mains connector. 
These clever connectors extract every last ounce of performance 
from the cables you already own." Dan George, Editor, Hi-Fi Choice
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Save £s on these packages at Sevenoaks
OUTSTANDING PRODUCTS • OUTSTANDING SERVICE • OUTSTANDING VALUE

DENON
AVR4308 AV Receiver

MONITOR AUDIO 
RS 1 AV Speaker Package

YAMAHA
DSP-AX863SE AV Amplifier

KEF
KHT3005SE SpeakerPackage 

(Black)

ONKYO
TX-SR875E AV Receiver

B&W
MT30 Speaker Package

ONKYO
TX-SR606E AV Receiver

KEF
KHT2005.2 Speaker Package

savers £ SAVE £££51 £699SAVE £££. £ 2999 SAVE £££s £2199 t 9

Ask about our range of FM/DAB tuners, turntables, stands and cables to complement these systems

ROKSAN KANDY 
Ill CD & L.111 Amplifier 

MONITOR AUDIO 
SILVER RSl Speakers

CYRUS
CD6S CD Player & 8VS2 Amplifier

SPENDOR
SSe Speakers

ARCAM DIVA 
CD73 CD Player & A70 Amplifier

KEF 
iQSSE Speakers

MARANTZ
CD6002 CD & PM6002 Amplifier

MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE BR2 Speaker

Home Cinema

SAVE e«. £ 1449 SAVE £££s £ 949 SAVE £££s £619save«« £ 1999

Need a flatscreen TV,DVD or Blu-Ray player7 We have a comprehensive range available to partner these packages

Can’t find what you’re looking for?
Visit www.SSAV.com for more amazing package offers!

The products advertised here are sold on a "cash & carry" basis. Other services, such as local delivery, installation, accessories, etc, are available, but at additional cost.
All prices include VAT. These prices are for personal callers only - no mail order. Participating stores only.

Some brands/products are not available in all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 24/07/2008, E&OE.
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We accept Mastercard and Visa credit cards, 
and Maestro debit cards. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or PO made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. Please use this form.

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT
If you're interested in an HFC review of an 
older component and the back issue has 
sold out, we can usually send photocopies 
of individual reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee (inc p&p) of £5 per review. 
You must know in which issue the original 
review appeared; we are unable to search 
back issues for old reviews.

Please send a written request, enclosing 
a cheque for £5 made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd, to:
Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service, 
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London, NW l 6NW

PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR 
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS

FREE!
Isolek IEC 
mains connector 
worth £50 when

Turn to p82 for details...
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Is this the best CD player 
Arcam has ever produced?



SOUND & VISION

the experts in home entertainment

Sevenoaks began life in 1972 as a small, 
specialist independent hi-fi retailer based in 
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Today, Sevenoaks has over 40 retail stores 
nationwide and has recently launched a 
new national network of Custom Installation 
Centres. Fuelled by the stratospheric rise of 
interest in flatscreen TVs, these CICs specialise 
in the creation and installation of bespoke 
home entertainment systems, across a wide 
range of budgets.

The philosophy behind Sevenoaks Sound & Vision is simple, 
customer-focused and hasn't changed since the day the company 
started. When you shop at Sevenoaks we guarantee you:-

• Superb customer service, including after-sales care and attention to detail.
• An unrivalled product range, with every leading manufacturer in stock and 
impartial advice on offer.

• Knowledgeable staff that are highly trained, dedicated to customer 
service and have a genuine passion for home entertainment.

• Demonstration facilities in every store, offering pleasant and comfortable 
surroundings to test high-performance products in a home-like environment.

Ultimately, our stated aim is quite simple... 
to offer a total home entertainment solution, 
no matter what the customer's need.

• Competitive prices across the whole range of products stocked.

• Leading edge expertise in Custom Installation via our associated network 
of nationwide Sevenoaks Custom Installation Centres.

Expert Impartial Advice

Brands Stocked Include*

* Some brands/products are not available at all stores - please confirm before travelling.

Acoustic Energy 
Arcam 
Artcoustic 
Atacama 
Audiolab

Da-Lite 
Denon 
Draper 
Escient 
Goldring

Loewe 
Logitech 
Marantz 
Meridian 
Michell

Optoma 
Panasonic
Pioneer 
Pixel Magic 
PMC

Quadraspire
REL
Roksan
Rotel
Samsung

Sound Org 
Sound Style 
SpeakerCraft 
Spectral 
Spendor

B&W Grado Monitor Audio Primäre Sennheiser Stewart Screens
Beyer Dynamic In Focus Musical Fidelity Project Sharp Teac
Chord Company Ixos Nevo Q Acoustics Sim2 Toshiba
Chord Electronics KEF Onkyo QED Sonos Van Den Hui
Cyrus Linn Optimum Quad Sony Yamaha

Find out more - visit www.SSAV.com today!

http://www.SSAV.com


SEVENOa<S the experts in home entertainment

Home Cinema & Hi-Fi
From a straightforward high definition 
flatscreen TV to a 1080p projector, from 
a DVD Recorder to a complete Blu-Ray 
based solution, we can offer every 
conceivable flavour of Home Cinema.
When it comes to surround sound we 
know exactly how to help you achieve 
the effects you're after within the budget 
you've got.
Music, when conveyed through a high- 
quality audio system, has the power to

move the human soul like nothing else. 
Choosing components/systems that will 
'gel'together correctly in your home is 
no easy task but our vastly experienced 
staff do it day in, day out so let us help.

And with demonstration rooms in every 
store, you're positively encouraged to 
bring in your favourite discs or hook 
up your MP3 player to give a system a 
thorough workout before you buy.

LCD & Plasma Screens

Pioneer KURO Plasma TV
42,50 & 60 inch models available. HD ready.

5 Year Warranty 
included with all Plasma and LCD televisions 

purchased at our normal selling price

Choose models from Loewe, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Samsung, Sharp and Sony 

with a 26" screen or larger 
*Sevenoaks Retail Price (NICWAOO)

Panasonic VIERA Plasma & LCDTV 
New full 1080p HD ready Plasma and LCD ranges.

InFocusIN81JN82&IN83
For the ultimate home cinema experience, why not 

choose a full 1080p projector and screen?

Sim2Grand CinemaHT380

Home Cinema Separates

NEW

NEWYamaha
The DSP-AX863SE AV amplifier features full support for 

HD audio formats ensuring maximum enjoyment of 

all high definition sources.The flagship DSP-Z11 is also 

available at selected stores.

Denon
The range includes the award-winning Denon 

DVD1940 upscaling DVD player and highly acclaimed 

AVR2808 receiver.

Essential Accessories
At Sevenoaks, accessories are not an afterthought. 

Our staff can demonstrate the difference the right 

accessories can make to your listening 

and viewing experience.

ACCESSORIES INCLUDE: SO U N D S T Y I [Q GRADO ^9

Hi-Fi Separates

Time to revive your records! Pro-ject's excellent range 
includes the multi award-winning Debut, versions include 
Debut USB-ideal for converting your favourite tracks to 
your iPod and Debut colour-available in finishes to suit 
any decor.

Roksan Kandy
Sets a new standard for affordable hi-end amplifiers in its 
class. The matching CD player is the perfect partner.

ÁI. y 5 5 O y C C

Rotel 06 Series
This highly acclaimed range includes integrated, pre and 
power amps, a CD player and AWFM/DAB tuner.

Speakers

B&W 600 Series
The fourth generation of the 600 
series features new drive units, 
crossovers and a whole new 
design.

B&W MiniTheatre MT30 
Award-winning 

5.1 speaker 

system 
available in 

silver, black or 

white.

Yamaha YSP40D
Digital sound projector - surround sound from one 

speaker - ideal for 42"screens - just add a DVD player.

KEF iQ Series 
Includes bookshelf 
and floorstanding 
models. All models 
feature KEF's unique 
Unj-0 technology.

KEF
KHT3005SE
Upgraded 5.1 
speaker package 
available in black 
or silver.

Cyrus
Representing a quality of 
sound that is rare at any 
price. Come and hear Cyrus' 
new CD players - CD6 SE, 
CDSSE&CDXtSE

P ri ma re
With class-leading build quality, and a unique blend of 
sophisticated Scandinavian design, Primare build elegant, 
reliable, easy-to-use systems that promise years of high 
quality performance.

With a choice of sizes and finishes, there's a Monitor 
Audio speaker to complement any system. Ranges 
include Bronze BR. Radius, Silver RS, Gold Signatue 
and the new flagship Platinum, the culmination of 
many years research and development by Monitor

Platinum

SpendorSA1 
The most musical 

and revealing small 

loudspeaker ever 

created by Spendor. 

This tiny 2-way 

infinite baffle design 

presents sound in 

an uncluttered and 

cohesive manner 

that is incredibly 

captivating to 

listen to. Finished in 

gorgeous; Zebrano 

Piano Lacquerjet 

Black Piano Lacquer 

and Satin Wenge.

2



SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

visit iAfww.SSAV.com today!

All-in-One Systems Nationwide Stores
Both 2-channel hifl and full multi-channel home cinema systems are available. Our comprehensive range has models to suit 
all your sound and vision needs.

F £ ARCAM >

All Sevenoaks stores stock a wide range of products, have comfortable 
demonstration rooms and provide first-class customer service. Our Custom 
Installation Centres also provide the ultimate bespoke design and installation 
service. These stores have unrivalled expertise in all areas of home automation 
and can demonstrate a wide range of installation options in-store.

Vita Audio R4
This one box music system from Vta 
combines a DAB radio. CO and iPod dock. Delivering 
BO wafts per channel. the R4 produces sound quality 
that you wouldn't expect from such a compact 
design. The iPod 
dock is compaf- 
i ble with most 
iPod models

Walnut <or lv<oryGl<oss 
finishes avaiiable.

Multi-Room Audio

Sonos
This multi-room digital 
music system lets you 
play your favourite tunes 
all over the house-and 
control them from the 
palm of your hand. You 
can even play different 
songs in different rooms

Solo Mini
I ntegrated CD Radio and 
Amplifier with integrated 
iPod control via optional 
rlead/rDock.

Arcam Solo
Separates performance from 
these award-winning systems.
Available as Solo Music. Movie 
5.1 or Movie 2.1 and new Mini.

B&W Zeppelin

L__x2x__l rr-mij win.
ZEPPELIN VAd H’

This new iPod docking 
station ticks all the boxes: 
it's beautiful solid as a rock 
and sounds amazing!

Hear just how good 
your iPod can sound.

Logitech
Squeezebox Duet 
With Squeezebox'" Duet, 
you can listen to the music
you love in any room of your 
home. This smart, wireless player 
delivers your entire music collection 
to your stereo. The controller then
makes it easy to browse, select and play 
from the palm of your hand

NEW

Aberdeen Kingston Sevenoaks
01224 252797 020 8547 0717 ■ 01732 45;c5> ••

Bedford Leeds - Wetherby Sheffield
01234 272779 • • 01937 586886 •• 0114 255 5861 ••

Brighton - Hove Leicester Southampton
01273 73 3 33 8 0116 253 6567 023 8033 7770

Bristol Lincoln Southgate
0117 974 3727 • • 01522 527397 020 8886 2777 • •

Bromley Loughton Swindon
020 8290 1988 • • 020 8532 0770 01793 610992
Cambridge Maidstone Swiss Cottage
01223 304770 01622 686366 •• 020 7722 9777
Chelsea Manchester Tunbridge Wells
020 /.2 - 9466 0161 831 7969 •• 01892 531543 ••

Cheltenham Norwich Watford
01242 241171 • • 01603 767605 01923 213533 ••

Edinburgh Nottingham - Sherwood Weybridge
0131 229 7267 • • 0115911 2121 01932 828525
Epsom Oxford Witham - Essex
013 7 2 72 0 7 2 0 • • 01865 241773 •• 01376 501733

Exeter Peterborough Wolverhampton
01392 218895 • 01733 897697 01902 312225 (Closing Soon)

Glasgow Plymouth Yeovil
0141 332 9655 01752226011 • 01935 700078 ••
Guildford Poole OPENING SOON
01483 536666 • • 01202 671677 •• n i ihlin
Holborn Reading

Dublin
Grange Road Retail Centre

020 7837 7540 • • 0118 959 7768 • • Grange Road, Rathfamham
Dublin 16

• Custom Installation Centre • Cedia Member Subjeaiolegilcomplftion

This is an excellent 
place to start if 
you're looking for 
a music system 
that delivers 
great sound and 
remarkable value 
for money.

starter

System

Custom 
Installation 
Centres

Bespoke design 
and installation service
Consultation
Design and planning
Project management

Marantz CD6002 CD Player
Marantz PM6002 Amplifier
Monitor Audio Bronze BR5 Speakers

Custom Electronic
Design and !n5tallation 
Association

®

www.sevenoaksci.co.uk

System Option
Got a collection of 
records' Why not add 
the award-winning 
Pro-Ject RPM 1 Genie 
Turntable.

Sevenoaks 
has put together this 
home cinema system 
for its outstanding 
surround sound and 
vision performance.

RECOMENDED

AV
System

Pioneer PDP-508XD 50" Plasma TV
Pioneer BDP-LX71 A Blu-ray Disc Player
Onkyo TX-SR875 AV Receiver 
KEF KHT3005SE 5.1 Speaker Package

Competition
In July's competition you could win 
this hi-fi separates system featuring 
highly acclaimed components from 
Marantz and Mordaunt-Short.
Don't forget to enter competition 
when you visit www.SSAV.com
Entry is FREE

Can't find what you're 
looking for?
Come and visit the new website and 
see the latest in sound and vision,

• The latest news and information
• Comprehensive product range
• Nationwide stores
• Outstanding website only offers
• Free monthly_competition
• Massive savings on end-of-line 

stock clearance

visit www.SSAV.com today!
PLEASE NOTE Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 24/07/2008, E&OE. 3

iAfww.SSAV.com
http://www.sevenoaksci.co.uk
http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


II the singularly most addicting
piece of gear I have ever heard"

I 0 AUDIO REVIEW

T'A new benchmark for musical communication" STEREO TIMES

C^ ne of the trUk special products J’ve reviewed in the past 18 years"
STEREOPHILE

Winner of Stereo Times magazine Most wanted component 
of 2005 award ‘ o

The best ronearm I've heard" HI FI WORLD

Your cartridge can deliver vastly improved results if coupled with a high 
grade arm. Great tonearms of the past were recognised for what they 
contributed but we would suggest it’s time co upgrade. Massive performance 
improvements are now possible, so why not advance your system to a 
new level' After aU, a significant ronearm upgrade offers many times the 
improvements of those given by cartridge upgrades, and last a lot longer. 
Our multi-award winning arms are offered with a no risk, money back 
guarantee should you be anything other than delighted.

Ultimate performance?

''

T
he best musical results of any turntable 
I've ever heard, regardless of price.

Since I've been listening to turntables professionally for 32 years 
and am aware of the pitfalls of ultimate proclamations, I hesitate 
somewhat to make this statement. Nevertheless, it is true. The level of 
musical communication available from the Illustrious/Aurora Gold is 
in a class by itself It sets a new reference."

STEREO TIMES on the Aurora gold turntable & illustrious ronearm

Aurora mk2 "Surely the best £750 black disc spinner in outright sonic

Tonearm Models
Enterprise
Conqueror
Illustrious
Encounter
Silver
OU

\)<)<)<)<) 2005 World Awards
klangBilder .^——.^i

terms" HIFI WORLD 2008 \)\)\)\)()

On
LIVE

*****

Closest to the original sound Full information on web site

ORIGIN LIVE
Tel/Fax: +44 02380 578877

E-mail: originlive@originlive.com

www.originlive.com

**** NEW IN STOCK *****WORKSHOP NOTES 3: REVIEWS REVIEWED

Reviews are important in the great game of audio and rightly so as a good reviewer 
will bring independence, insight and experience to his trade. But we often find that 
far too many reviews have only a passing acquaintance with reality. Why so?

A list of what goes wrong includes reviewers with cloth ears (they do exist, it 
seems), or just having a bad hear day (sorry..), non standard kit sent for review, 
editors changing copy (very common), poor system matching etc... And that's 
before we factor in prejudice & rule bending (alas, audio is a business). Common 
sense tells us, then, that good reviews in several magazines eamiark a product for 
fiirther investigation. l put it to the jury that buying kit unheard, based on a single 
frothy review is daft. I mean, who is going to be living with it? You or the 
reviewer? Did he take your preferences, system & room into account? You are the 
only reviewer that really matters. Read, then listen, then decide.

Avid s new Diva turntable, stunning looks and build, allied with 
great sound, and at less than £ 10001

COME TO AUDIO WORKSHOP...we oiler 

* Purpose built sound proofed and room treated studio 
where you hear the equipment not the room.
* Home trial, exchange scheme, delivery and set-up.
* Competitive pricing, part exchange and free cabling 
means you can afford the equipment you want.
* Ex-dem and used equipment - see our website for list.
* Free parking, two minutes walk from Norwich station, 
brilliant coffee & gossip what else do you need?
* Call Julian Musgrave on 01603 618520 and let's talk.

ATC's new SIA2-1 50 integrated l SOwpc amplifier. No reviews yet; does 
it sound as good as it looks?

31 PRINCE 0¥ WALES ROAD . NORWICH. NR1 1 BG. 01603 618520. www.audioworkshopnorwich.co.uk 
ABBEY ROAD. ATC SPEAKERS. ATC ELECTRONICS. AVID TURNTABLES. AUDIO PHYSIC. AUDIO WORKSHOP. BEL CANTO. DYNAVECTOR. EAR/YOSHINO. GOLDRING. GRADO. KRELL. MARTIN LOGAN. MISSING 

LINK. SIM AUDIO/MOON. OPERA. NAD. NAO MASTERS. QED. SME. SONUS FABER. SOUND STYLE. SUMIKO. THORENS. VELODYNE & MORE

mailto:originlive@originlive.com
http://www.originlive.com
http://www.audioworkshopnorwich.co.uk


LOUDSPEAKERS

SUBWOOFERS
How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to 
make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick 
the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then 
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist 
outlets where you can audition these components 
with your favourite discs.

HlflCHOICF
BUYER'S BIBLE

Reviews you can trust
Our test results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewers and use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained within these pages, from CD 
and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. 
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround 
and vision, these components will take you a step 
closer to reality.

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Bible - the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hi-fi and multichannel 

gear you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for a nd how to get the most from your components.

august 2008 i HI-FI CHOICE 91

Products that score more than four stars overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.

AMPLIFIERS 
STEREO AMPS 
MULTICHANNEL AV AMPS

DEALER CLASSIFIED
DEALER GUIDE
DEALER DIRECTORY

ANCILLARIES 
HEADPHONES 
CABLES
STANDS AND SUPPORTS

SOURCE COMPÌ 
CD PLAYERS 
DVD PLAYERS 
VINYL
RADIO TUNERS



HIFI

BUYER’S BIBLE CB PLAYERS

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence 
of new formats and the 
resurgence of an old one

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

I t's also the most enduring 
format on the market. Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a 
stream of Is and Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

Q&A

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

SUPER AUDIO CD

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced 
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has 

the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 
V^ | channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are 

. 7 usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be
able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 
even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section.

WHAT'S A DAC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.
WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.
CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.
DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.
WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?

Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 
frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 
44l kHz to 192 kHz.
CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.
CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

Rega Apollo £498 Cambridge Audio Azur 840C £7 50
Rega's latest entry-level player is a splendidly musical performer, given its modest Sitting atthe top of Cambridge Audio's Azur range, the 840Cis a technically innovative
price. Bass is good, midrange is great and high frequencies are truly exceptional. player with a sound that belies its sub-£1,000 price-open, subtle and refined.
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CD PLAYERS
Audio-only CD and SACD players
BADGE? PRODUCT

Arcam DiVA CD73 450

Cairn Tornado 850

Creek Evo 495

Denon DCD-500AE 160

Denon DCD-700AE

Marantz CD6002

Naim CD5i

Quad 99CD-S

498

800

999

UPT0£1.000

I^^^LOM

V COMMENTS

Audio Analogue Rossini 850

Cambridge Audio Azur 740C 500

Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750

Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy performer

A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SAGO performance

With its tube output stage, a beguiling midrange, sweet highs and attractively figured lows plus fine dynamics

Rega Apollo

Sony SCD-XA3000ES

Vincent CO-S6 Mkll

250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay

280 A hi^t of treble unevenness is the only specific flaw: performance is class-leading in most areas

850 Its strikingly competent musical performance comfortably exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player

650 Revels in big music thanks to fearless presentation: smaller-scale works can lack focus

Neatly built and well presented player that's especially good at bass and timing, with detail hardly less assured 

Valve-sporting player delivers a warm, engaging sound, but mediocre remote and no optical out may limit appeal 

The Tornado is a full-on experience that shuns compromise and delivers intensely real sound for its price

Very flexible, this innovative upsampling player sounds exceptionally neutral and highly informative 

Ultra-civilised sound is not to every taste: rhythm-lovers may find this player frustrating

A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value

Cheap, well built and good, if sllghtly soft-edged sound quality

301

299

305

0
0
0
0
0
0 
0
0
0 
0
0

293

306

285

295

284

301

307
291

285

276

287

E23ZS1 SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CO-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CO-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CO-Rs.
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

0 Bryston BCD-1 2,050 Not as open as some but rather more timely than most, it sounds a lot more gripping than it looks • • • 300

0 Cairn Fog 3 1,995 Ergonomically challenged, high energy player with Gallic charm and digital preamp on board • • • 302

th Chord Red Reference CD 13,345 The definitive statement in Red Book CD playing, this player's look and sound places it at the top of the tree • • 299

D Classe CDP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced • • • 286

th Classe CDP-202 4, 750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, if sophistication is your bag. Includes S-video and composite outputs • • • • 284

0 Copland CDA823 1,750 Don't let the laid-back character fool you - this player has plenty of insight too • • 280

0 Cyrus CD8X/PSX-R 1,400 Lightness of touch is the key here, but there is also good bass and some very fine detail on offer too • • 295

oo EMM Labs CDSA 6,995 Classy, stripped down to basics SACD/CD player with some excellent engineering below decks * • • • • 302

oo Esoteric X-03SE 4,995 Resolution and musicality close to the top of the game. For out and out transparency and build quality it's hard to beat * * • • • 285

oo Gamut CD3 3,500 Superb resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you into the music • • • 289

□ Leema Antila 2,495 Musically engaging player that will have you going through your CDs afresh. Balanced connection is best • • • • 291

th Leema Stream 1,095 The most timely disc player at its price point has tactile imaging and good dynamics, but unusual control system • • 306

0 Linn Majik 1,950 Compact and capable of most CD formats, it's musically communicative with fine pace and enthusiasm • • • 283

th Maranoo SA-7S1 5,000 Something of a bargain even at this price, the SA-7S1 sets the benchmark for CD/SACD players of its ilk a a • 297

th Marantz SA-11 S2 2,500 Superb value for money, this well-balanced player features various filter settings to customise performance • • • 304

0 Meridian G06 1,695 Highly refined player with a combination of analysis and self-effacing response to musical demands • • • • 295

0 Rega Saturn 1,298 Good detail, lively natural bass, and good integration of musical strands without losing their individual character • • 295

□
0

Roksan Caspian M Series-1 

Shanling CO-T1000SE

1,250 An exceptionally fine CD player that provides a high-end and musically rewarding performance

1,600 Commendably committed player which gets right to the heart of a wide variety of musical styles

•

•

307

306

0 Unison Research Unico CD 1,495 Strong timing and rhythm, this player is well equipped for more melodic music, with good detail resolution » e 295

%*wp— — • .— — — — —
This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinavian CD player combines a real ear for detail 
with full-scale dynamics and an effortless musical style. A genuine hi-fi star.

HIFImagazine

Esoteric X-03SE £4,995
Esoteric's entry-level CD/SACD player delivers astonishing sonic detail and precision, 
coupled with a gorgeous sense of musical structure. Truly, it's brilliant.
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DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

Although players featuring both DVD-Audio and DVD-Video are thin on the ground, the universaldisc player (that also supports SACD and CD alongside the DVD formats) continues to dominate the worlds of audio and video alike. In fact, it's rare to find a DVD player that doesn't support DVD-Audio and SACD these days.So, what advantages do universal disc players hold over traditional CD players'

Put simply... choice. A DVD player or universal offer the listener the chance to use far more than just your CDs and build up a wider collection of music and video, all played through one device. The technologyhas matured now, and the performance of all formats played through these devices gets surprisingly close to dedicated players these days. The same cannot be said of Blu- ray or HD DVD players, many of which are not yet good enough to play CD well.
I -

DVD-AUDIO, HD DVD AND BLU-RAY
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution music format 
that offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby

Digital tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs.

£>\Æ> discs can be played on any DVD 
player, but can only be appreciated at 
their best with a DVD-A or universal disc 

player. In fairness, the DVD-Audio format
has not proved to be a resounding success, and 
SACD discs are more readily available.

The two new kids on the block are HD DVD 
and Blu-ray. Both the same physical size as the 
CD and DVD disc, these formats offer even 
more data storage capacity than DVD (up to 
SOGB instead of DVD's 8.SGB). However, these 
formats are the exclusive domain of home 
cinema and gaming fans. Sadly, the possibility 
of super-high-resolution music-only Blu-ray or 
HD DVD discs remains distant at best

IS

Q&A
WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?Use the analogue outputs for CD, DVD-A and SACD, and the coaxial digital output for DTS and Dolby Digital movie soundtracks.
WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?The best connection is HDMI, then component video, followed by RGB Scart. All these are clearly superior to S-video and the basic composite video option.
DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?Only if you want to hear music and movie soundtracks in multichannel surround. DVD players can be used with stereo amps and just two speakers to great effect, but you'll only get stereo, not surround sound.
WHAT IS 1080P?HDTV is defined by the number of lines the picture creates and whether it's interlaced (like old TV) or progressive scan (like a PC monitor).

HDMI LINK: A flat, multi-pin socket that carries digital audio and video, like a digital SCART lead. Arguably the best choice for HDTV pictures.
VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow socket is composite; red, green and blue sockets are for component; the small black multipin socket is S-Video; the big one is SCART

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:For Dolby Digital, DTS and PCM audio bitstreams.
ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For stereo and multichannel connections, use these for best results with DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.
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DVD PLAYERS two
To

SPECIFICATIONS

i AX 1W+iO BbS g

AudioNideo disc players 1
two

— two 
two two ffi

8 Í
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s

s 
s —< —< th s

UPT0£1,000

0 Arcam DiVA DV135 900 Unchanged looks and stereo-only DVD-NSACD, but the overall perfonmance is great across all formats. Stunning picture, too • • • • 296

□ Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable Of unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • 1 • • 276

0 Marantz DV7001 600 Enhanced model based on DV6001, but with various improvements, including superior CD replay capabilities • • 1 • • 296
0 Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation • • \ • 1 • 274

0 NADT585 800 Easy to live with universal player that shows clear signs of rejuvenation of the Classic range • • ; • • 294
□ Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which performs well with audio and video

• 1
• • • 275

□ Pioneer DV-LX50 450 Nicely built universal player for those who value finesse over speed and energy. Decent picture too • 1 • i • 1 • 306
0 YamahaDVD-S2500 700 Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs 9 • 1 • • 280

I U0K£1,l»0

[il Accustic Arts Surr Player 1 4,495 A very high-quality Pioneer-based machine, excellent sound from both hi-res and regular formats • • • 299

D Arcam DiVA DV137 1,250 Good overall audio performance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SAGO playback at time of writing than 1 • 285
0 Denon OV0-3930 1,100 Well engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powerful video image processing • • • e 287

[il Linn Akurate CD 3,985 This highly engaging multiformat non-video player doesn't have huge transparency or a fancy box, but is musically addictive • • & !» 299

D Marantz DV9600 1,500 With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SAGO, this sets a very high standard to beat e • 9 9 280

[il Meridian G98AH 3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too e ® * 265

[il Nairn DVD5 2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio e 263

□ T+A SAGO 1245 R 2,000 Dedicated stereo only/SAGO/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited job, but 1t does it with fine fidelity • 1 ♦ © 279

two Townshend TA 565 CD 3,000 A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good ol' stereo CD • * i • 270

£24-4.Hi DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch {6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player.

A universal player that's strong with all formats, including music on CD/SACD/DVD-A. This universal player borrows from NAD's Masters Series to make a cracking all-rounder.

Arcam DiVA DV135 £900
Stereo-only SACD and DVD-A, but excellent performance with audio and video.

Meridian G98AH £3,625
A digital tour deforce- as exceptional with both audio and video as you'd expect.

ONE CATALOGUE
So how do you get your hands on this catalogue ? 
Simply give us a call on 0870 241 2469, it's yours FREE !

What’s more . •» join our database and 9« our free quartehy newsiettert featunrg 
product reviews, offers. group tests, :tc... :bsolute7y free. Itis th= :e=t :a/ t; keei up- 
to-date with the latest and greatest audiophile accessories and latest industry news.

Visit wv^.hififorsale.com to advertise online totally FREE of charge. After a few 
simple steps your advert will be posted online. Users can also change and update their 
isting in real time. Each month www.hififorsale.com has over 50,000 visitors, and to 
date over 100,000 adverts have been placed online ! * 1000s of answers
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ri c her sounds
THE UK's HI-FI. HOME CINEMA & FLAT PANEL TV SPECIALISTS!

HIGHLY ACCLAIMED NAO 
& TANNOY SUPER SYSTEM

SAVE £500 ON 'BEST BUY' 
CAMBRIDGE/KEF SYSTEM

CD PLAYER
NAO C515BEE
""Vivid and persuasive imaging 
gives a luxuriously widespread 
sound... A big, bold and 
entertaining sound; good 
level of clarity ... If you value 
emotional communication 
over everything else, it’s the 
best player."’
- WHF? S&V magazine

Richer Sounds
Low Price £169.95

AMPLIFIER
NAO C325BEE
"Those who enjoy the NADs 
mellow approach to the 
material will find much 
to admire in the superbly 
communicative midrange, the 
rigorously defined soundstage 
and the effortless way the 
system exposes the finer 
details of the recording." 
- WHF? S&V magazine

Richer Sounds
Low Price £249.95

SPEAKERS
TANNOY F1 CUSTOMS 
(Pair)
''What they have over each 
and every one of their rivals 
is an unquestionable all-court 
game... the Tannoys have 
the sort of fluency and 
honesty that's usually the 
preserve of loudspeakers 
found in the next price 
point up."
- WHF? S&V magazine.

Richer Sounds
Low Price £109.95

CD PLAYER
Cambridge Audio Azur 740C
•Very flexible’ this innovative upsampling 
player sounds exceptionally neutral and highly 
informative." - Hi-Fi Choice magazine

Usual Price £499.95

AMPLIFIER
Cambridge Audio Azur 740A
"Excellent treble, very good imaging and a real 
sense of musical involvement are all well above 
the class average." - Hi-Fi Choice magazine

Usual Price £499.95

FLOORSTANDERS
KEF iQ7 (Pair)
KEF speakers are worlcl renowned for their 
quality and innovation and, with speakers like 
the 07, it's easy to see why

Usual Price £499.95

SYSTEM USUALLY £1499.85

SPL when you buy tins j 
CD Player &
Amp together

JUST ADD 
iP 0 

FEATURES 
LINE-IN 

SO YOU CAN 
MAKE YOUR iPOO 
SOUND -

I SAVE I.

SYSTEM USUALLY
£529.85

£399.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £39.95

JUST ADD

FEATURES 
LINE-IN 

SO YOU CAN 
MAKE YOUR iPOO

WORTH £500 
[PER PNRl 

when you buy 
CD Player & 
Amp together

SAW
£500 £999.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £99.95

* * * * *
ESÜ1 * * * * *

_^l_ ■OB—^— ^—•rn— •

We offer tailor-made Hi-fi & Home Cinema 
Installations for Domestic & Commercial Locations 
Get in touch to arrange an on-site assessment 
'a' 0800 840 0014 e: installations@richersounds.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A 
MEMBER OF OUR VIP CLUB FOR FREE AND TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXCLUSIVE MEGA-BARGAINS, 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR DETAILS.

Some of these offers are exclusive to Hi-Fi Choice Magazine readers . Please quote tliis ad when calling . While stocks last. Available from 22nd JUNE - 30th JULY 2008. All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE.
All featured products 1 per customer. Some otters may be for 11-store callers only. All stock is brand new in sealed containers and fully guaranteed for one year unless cleany slated otherwise, 1 OOOs MORE BARGAINS IN-STORE'

TSP - Typical Selling Price [TSPs are based on information supplied byWHF? S&V magazine. manufacturers, Hi-Fi Choice. Home Cinema Choice, T3, Wliat Video. What DVD, Digital Home. Total DVD and DVD Buyer Further rnfonnation available on request!

mailto:installations@richersounds.com


THERE'S A SUMMER PACKED FULL OF 
TOP CLASS SPORTING EVENTS AHEAD 
OF US - WHETHER YOU'RE PLANNING ON 
CATCHING EVERY EVENT, OR AVOIDING IT 
ALL BY LISTENING TO GOOD TUNES OR 
WATCHING A FILM, RICHER SOUNDS HAS 
AUDIO AND VISUAL DEALS ON HAND TO 
KEEP YOU ENTERTAINED.

WE'VE BROUGHT TOGETHER A 
SELECTION OF OUR VERY BEST 
BARGAINS IN HI-FI AND AV EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR HI-FI CHOICE READERS.

DENON MINI HI-FI SYSTEM
MODEL: DM35

JUST ADD

¡POD
FEATURES 

UUE-IN
SOYOUE-1

E-1YOURC'OO
E-1ND^IIG

I f you need a 
small system, 
but don't want to 
compromise on the 
quality, the Denon's 
DM35 DAB is your 
ideal clioice of mini 
stereo system.
TSP £299.95
Excluding Speakers

£169.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £16.95

Are you a sport fanatic or sport phobic? We have 
everything you need [apart from beer and pizza] to feel 
like you're watching from the terraces of any stadium 
while in the comfort of your living room, or alternatively, 
immerse yourself in a movie, your favourite TV show or a 
movie in an attempt to escape the coverage.

In addition to the most comprehensive range of products 
and expert advice and after sales support we also offer 
our renowned Price Beat - guaranteeing you the best 
deal possible. Try getting that lot from an etailer!

No matter who lifts trophies or wins medals this summer, 
with savings like these, everyone's a winner at Richer 
Sounds. We look forward to seeing you soon!

MS SPEAKERS
MEZZO RANGE

In 2004. Mordaunt-Short 
produced the award-winning 
Performance model which 
re-wrote the rule book.

MEZZO 2
BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS

FOR ONLY £399.95

Please ask in-store 
for price details

Other models available are 
the Mezzo 1,5, & 9. _ _ _

MEZZO 6 
FLOORSTANDERS

FOR ONLY £699.95

PRICES 
FROM

Many of Performance's most 
significant features have now 
trickled down to the company's 
new range • Mezzo. All tliis means 
' hat true hHi bliss is available to a 
wider audience. most notably you 
and all at a phenomenally 
affordable price.
"THIS PERKY UTILE TWO PIECE 
CAN BASH OUT A SPARKLING 
SOUND STAGE AND ITS CURVED 
DESIGN STOPS THE BUILD UP OF 
STANDING WAVES FOR CLEANER 
AND MORE REALISTIC AUDIO."
• The Gadget Show on Five

of the Mezzo 2

£39995

SONY BLU-RAY PLAYERMODEL: BDP-8300

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AMPLIFIER
MODEL: 840A

"A very fine amplifier that's o ■ ¡1 smart, innovative and fully 
featured; it also sounds better than almost everything else at the 
price" • Hi Fi Choice magazine.
WERE £749.95

LAST FEW SAVE
E-1 £49995

5Yr Guarantee Onl -, £49.95

www.nchersouNDS.coM
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR NATIONWIDE

STORE DETAILS ON: 0845 900 1230

KEF FLOORSTANDERS
MODEL: ¡05

"The KEFs are among the 
tidiest floorstanding designs 
we've seen .. The standard 
of build and linisli is well up 
to KEF levels and the Ur^-O 
tweeter arrangement makes 
for intriguing looks.. these 
perform 111 spades." 
• WHF? S&V magazine.
TSP £399.95

SAVE
£150

PAIR

95
5Yr Guarantee Only £24.95

SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE, HI-FI QUALITY, 
MULTI-ROOM ENTERTAINMENT

"Less money & hassle than you'd think"
INSTALLED BY ANY COMPETENT

FLEC TPICIAN 9^ 9Y EN“i - ,9AS"r 
www.richersounds.com/incognito

8 Cambridge Audio inc0c:;nit0

(sbnEED
Any song. Any Room.
Play all your digital music. All over your house.
All from the palm of your hand. Wirelessly.

Witli a wireless Sanos Controller in liand, you can find and 
play millions of songs from select online music and radio 
services, your personal digital music 
collection. or all of the above.
Ring your local store to 
arrange a demo.

£10 OFF
WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £20
BRING THIS VOUCHER IN-STORE
TO CLAIM YOUR DISCOUNT

One voucher per customer. Cannot be exchanged for cash. 
Only redeemable in-store against products at in-store prices. 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer/promotion. 
Must be the original voucher.

Hl-FI CHOICE. Valid until 01/08/08

Receipt Number .

http://www.nchersouNDS.coM
http://www.richersounds.com/incognito
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

g Record players or 
turntables offer the 
digital revolution serious

competition when it comes to 
sound quality. Even a modest 
model can turn musical tricks that 
most CD players struggle with. 
Some call it vinyl warmth, but in 
reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable 
than a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output, 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is

Pro-Ject
RPM 5 £400
Pro-Ject's entry-level RPM deck is a 
good-looking, great-sounding package 
that delivers terrific value for money. A 
dass act and no mistake.

Clearaudio
Champion E 1,47 5
Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio 
deck, arm and cartridge combination 
turns in a beautifully well-balanced 
delivery, but choose your support wisely.

The Funk Firm
Funk V £760
The more costly of two turntables from The 
Funk Firm, the FunkV builds on its 
sibling's virtues to deliver a sound of sheer 
class-dynamic, detailed and refined.

HIH^ z

AVID

increasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 
but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.

HIFI
\ magazine

. ■

Avid
Volvere Sequel £3,500
Avid has been one of the most impressive 
exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.
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TURNTABLES
Record players
BADGE? PRODUCT

307
235
307
290

270

235
265

0

305

305

245

234

201

234

SPECIFICATIONS

;: 0

ZÈ

£ COMMENTS

[il Avid Volvere 2,750 A combination of a heavy platter with a sprung suspension that makes the vinyl it spins sound powerful and solid 33/45 298

[il Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500 Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 33/45 229

□ Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively dearrt arm. Isolation recommended 33/45 268

D Clearaudio Performance 1,670 Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncolored performance. Good arm and cartridge 33/45 295

[il Clearaudio Ambient 4,220 I nnovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 271

[il EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33/45/78 opt 276

□ The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won't find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail 33/45 opt 279

□ The Funk Firm Funk V 750 Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it's a killer 33/45 opt opt 284

D Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 266

D Michell Tecnodec 767 Smple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - full-bodied and highly detailed 33/45 268

[il Michell Orbe SE 2,015 A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 33/45 235

D Pro-Ject Expression II 250 A smooth and engaging turntable with the ability to revel in the glory of vinyl, with upgradable arm cable 33/45 289

D Pro-Ject RPM 5 450 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 279

D Pro-Ject RPM 6.1 600 With its minimal chassis and huge platter this is a steady design that's capable of fine results with a decent cartridge 33/45/78 294

D Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,200 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent! Price includes carbon-fibre arm 33/45 268

D Rega P3-24 398 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, much improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 opt 298

D Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 opt 257

1 Rega P7/RB700 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 33/45 opt 257

[il Rega P9/RB1OOO 2,498 Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1OOO tonearm 33/45 228

D Roksan Radius 5/Nima 895 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 248

[il SME Model 1OA 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/30S hybrid arm 33/45 195

[il SME 20/12A 11,133 Brings a calmness and precision to vinyl replay that we have rarely encountered, build quality is second to none 33/45/78 293

[il Townshend Rock V 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job (includes Excalibur II) 33/45 307

PHDND CARTRIDGES
MM and MC cartridges
BADGE? PRODUCT

Denon DL-103R 200

COMMENTS

«¡ESHKÖEI®
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D
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D 
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[il

Dynavector DV-1OX5 

Grado Prestige Gold 

Ortofon Rondo Red

Ortofon Salsa

250

110

300

200

Sumiko Blue Point Spee Eva Ill 239

van den Hui MC One Special 699

van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400

Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450

Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around

A high- output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that's difficult to mount, but well worth the effort 

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss

Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price

Despite a touch of midrange coloration, this cartridge really involves the listener with good extension and a clean, agile sound

High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for

With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

PHDND STAGES
Phono stages
BADGE? PRODUCT £

D Cambridge Audio 640P 60

D Creek OBH15 220

0 NAO PP2 phono stage 50

□ Tom Evans Microgroove 400

[il Tom Evans The Groove 1,800

ES Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498

COMMENTS

An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades before and after in the chain 

Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and pleasing, mellow balance

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money

For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better! 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice tor maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility

285

253

SPECIFICATIONS

"';:

EKEEHEESIEl SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 
from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown.

EHLH3ES3253 MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type.
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartndges have separate styli for ease of replacement. but it compromises sound quality
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RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical 
\f7>) resource that's in danger ofbeing 

____y taken for granted, but whatever 
your tastes there's someone out there 
catering for it. If you haven't got a decent 
tuner hooked up to your hi-fi already, you're 
missing out !

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over to 
digital entirely, but hardware prices have yet 
to come down to a point where this would 
be acceptable. Its advantages over FM 
include hiss-free reception, the potential for 
a wider range of stations and the ability to 
display comprehensive programming 
information. FM's RDS system means that 
station name and occasiona I ly track titles 
are displayed, but the range of information 
is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower

cost of hardware and the greater reception 
area. It can also provide higher sound quality 
if reception conditions are favourable. 
Absolute sound quality judgements are 
muddied by the fact that you are listening to 
different forms of compression and 
processing at the studio for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if it's 
variety of programming you're after, they 
have a lot to offer.

RECEPTION

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.co.uk/ digitalradio for details.

Denon TU-1800DAB £250
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design at a tempting price.

Creek TSO £550
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 
with a substantial and detailed sound.

T+A T1210R £1,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

Magnum Dynalab 
MD 90T £1,195
FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an 
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

Our favourite □ a™ @ editors choice

TUNERS
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES
BADGE' PRODUCT
|FMTUNERS

: COMMENTS

SPECIFICATIONS

Creek T5D 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics

□ Creek Evolution 495 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy

D Cyrus FM-X 500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply

Lb Denon TU-1500AE 130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear. detailed sound with plenty of gusto

D Denon TU-1800DAB 250 There's a little grain on FM, but the decent performance on both bands makes this a great dual-band choice

UI Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime

D Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper1

NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM : 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little

Rega Radio 3 398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer

Ratel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free

D T+AT1210R 1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too
DABTUNERS^^^^HHIIIIIIIIIIBIIIIIimBIUHB^^^^^^^^^^^^M^^HI^M

Arcam DiVA DT91 450 Some grain at low levels, but sound is lively, large in scale and tonally very natural. Very smart1

Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet

Denon TU-1800DAB 200 Very good detail and a highly believable impression of real musicians playing. Imaging can be a little constricted

~ Marantz ST7001 250 Midband detailed and precise: treble can be thick but bass is extended, and sound generally energetic

NAO C445 300 FM is laid-back despite bright balance, but has good detail. DAB slightly livelier than most

__ Onkyo T-4555DAB 350 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard in all areas on

FM,M,L 128 I • • • j • I 251

FM,M 

FM

80

7
308

283

FM,M.L 100 • 281

DAB,FM,M 200
S 1 283

FM opt opt 257

200 283

FM,M 30 250

DAB,FM,M 99 283

FM,M 20 283

FM,M 30 242

FM 100 ! e el 283

DAB.FM 16 299

DAB 10 ; e ® 248

DAB,FM,M
200 ; e 1 e

299

DAB,FM,M 200 299

DAB.FM 30 299

DAB.FM 40 299

E232O WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave. DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System -station names 

and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial.
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

Amplifiers come in two basic 
( 1 forms: integrated and

preamplifier (pre) pluspoweramp 
combinations. Integrated simply means that 
both pre and power sections are in one box. 
There are definite advantages to separating 
the low level, delicate signals in the preamp 
from the radiations of a power amp, so the 
more ambitious designs come in two or 
more cases. In some cases, each channel has 
its own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live on 
owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 
your music loud. use trannies; if you 
appreciate acoustic music. try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 
of speakers which present a difficult load. As 
a rule. you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing. dynamics. stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to present 
the attack and decay of each note precisely; 
amps with strong timing have a snap and 
coherence that is very appealing.

HOME CINEMA STEREO
Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 
speakers do a remarkably good job of 
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

Q&A

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or 
three-dimensional an instrument or voice 
sounds. The point of having two rather than 
one speaker is to make it possible to 
recreate the soundstage of the original 
recording, thus amps that have strong 
imaging skills can create a sonic space that 
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

tend to be better at reproducing music as 
they don't have the (electrical) noise
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 
stereo models of a similar quality.

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS?
All audio electronics perform 
better when they are warmed 
up, and this is particularly the 
case when it comes to 
amplifiers. If there's no way 
that you can leave it on all the 
time, make an effort to switch 
it on at least 20 minutes 
before listening.
WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Bi-wiring is when you run 
separate cables to the treble 
and bass/mid terminals on the 
speaker. In most instances, this 
improves sound quality so long 
as identical cables are used. 
Bi-amping is using two stereo 
amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to 
drive the treble and the other 
for the bass/mid sections of 
the speakers.
WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered in absolute terms - at 
least when you compare them 
to their transistor-based 
cousins. But when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
eapable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

°* y ■■ 4 ,
Marantz
PM7001 £350

Cyrus
6vs2 £600
The latest 'singing shoebox' from Cyrus is 
an absolute peach! Strong rhythmic flow, 
tunefully extended bass and excellent 
stereo imaging are among the highlights.

Primare
130 fl,500

Copland
CTA405 £2,498

Are you looking for an amp that combines 
weight and musical gravitas with rhythm, 
detail and subtlety, with gorgeous build 
quality to boot'In that case... here itis'

If you thought the PM7200 was a great
budget amp, just wait until you hear this!
Its sound is so detailed and involving,
you'll think it costs twice the price.

This amp's massively enjoyable musicality
is hard to beat: all the effusiveness of a
great valve amp and none of the
stereotypical softness. Brilliant!
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UP T0£1.000

a Arcam DiVA A70 500 A smart and practical amp offering good snap and pace, with natural dynamics and good detail 6 MM 60 289

D Adv. Acoustic MAP305DA II 600 A lot of amplifier for the money and capable of revealing and exciting sound in the right company. Includes 4 digital inputs 5 100 300

D Arcam DiVAA90 850 Practical, affordable and impressively flexible amp with a laid-back approach but plenty of insight too 7 opt 100 303

D Cambridge Audio 640A v2 300 Slightly cheap-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 75 279

D Cambridge Audio Azur 740A 500 licks all the boxes for bass, clarity, imaging etc. and invites the listener into the music with uncommon grace 6 , • 100 294

D Cambridge Audio 840A v2 750 The biggest differences between this and most amps at twice its price are in looks and show-off factor. Powerful and detailed 8 120 299

D CreekEvo 500 Not the most accurate, strictly, but it's lively, energetic musical presentation is entirely lovable 5 opt • 85 283

D Cyrus 6vs2 600 Spunky little amp that reproduces instrumental timbres and acoustic spaces well, with real musical involvement 7 40 293

0 Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM e 50 284

0 Marantz PM7001KI 550 A self-effacing amplifier which serves the music admirably with fine bass, sweet treble and unforced detail 5 MM ■ 70 289

O Musical FidelityX-TlOO 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X power supply, this deceptively powerful valve-sporting amplifier is both enticing and musical 3 70 288

D Nairn Nait 5i 725 More versatile than previous Nait's, the 5i is a great all-round amplifier that offers vivid insights into all manner of music 4 50 305

0 OnkyoA-933 500 Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 80 278

D Pioneer A-A9 600 Takes on the mantle of the legendary MOO. Not as cuddly, but very resolute and revealing for the money. Has USB input 4 80 296

D Unison Research Unico P 795 Sound belies indifferent measured performance with good detail, balance and flowing melodic quality 5 MM 50 293

D Vincent SV-236 999 Valve hybrid whose sound is as idiosyncratic as its styling, short on neutrality but high on sparkle 6 100 295

^«£1.000

[il AMRAM-77 4,400 A thrilling amplifier that brings you the dynamics of valves with the power of transistors in a substantial but well featured design 6 180 299

D Ayon Spirit 1,745 Pentode or triode operation is available at the flick of a switch with this muscular integrated 4 50 303

[il Boulder 865 7,750 Extremely transparent to detail but less revealing of energy, high power, superb build but only balanced inputs 4 150 303

0
D

Copland CTA405 2,498

Creek Destiny 1,100

A musical and involving amplifier, which also has incredible insight and is user-friendly by valve amp standards 

A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music

5

6

MM 50

100

305

286

D Densen Beat B11O 1,200 Great bass provides firm underpinning for involving and enjoyable listening - real 'smile factor' 6 opt 60 292

D Leema Pulse 1,195 An organic and revealing sound alongside good power reserves and superb features, including a great MM/MC phono stage 5 80 306

S Moon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 150 288

[il Musical Fidelity A1008 2,999 With DAG, phono stage and built-in valve buffer, this powerhouse amp can really grab hold of a loudspeaker 4 250 295

D Mystère ia11 1,250 Small, deceptively powerful integrated valve amp with a crisp, pacy sound 4 40 302

□ NAO M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 • 180 285

[il Nairn SuperNait 2,350 Serious communicative ability meets convenience in this sophisticated and powerful integrated design 6 • 80 294

D Pathos Classic One MK3 1,535 An attractive amp offering a beautifull musical presentation with good tonality and detail 5 70 305

□ Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 100 267□ □ Pure Sound A30 1,100

Sugden A21al Series 2 1,299

Valve integrated, with the accent on music rather than rhythm. Needs more inputs, though 

Lovely solid-state Class A amplifier, sweet as a nut and more powerful than its predecessor

3

5 opt

30

21

298

296

D Unison Res. Unico Secondo 1,200 Very good detail and coherence. Tonality is natural, imaging precise and deep, and dynamics are wide and unforced 6 opt 110 297

[il Unison Res. Performance 5,500 Massive and bulky valve amp sounds brilliant, with good power for a single-ended design, wide bandwidth and fine neutrality 5 40 287

[il Unison Research P70 3,495 Oelighttul valve amplifier with fine neutrality, sweet midband, impressive bandwidth and ample power 4 70 302

Our favourite [il bestbuy [il editora choice
SPECIFICATIONS

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Pre/power amplifiers |
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D Arcam FMJ C31 1,200 Professionally presented, beautifully built and exceptionally revealing, this preamp achieves much by doing little 5 opt 273

D Croft Precession l/Polestar I 1,400 Compact pre/power combo with battery preamp and hybrid power, with freedom from timesmear, bass could be firmer 6 25 290

D Cyrus Pre Vs2/6 Power 1,000 Pre offers stunning resolution and feature count for the money and power is subtle, open and musical | • 1 50 290

[il Nairn NAC 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design i • 6 opt 50 287

[il Quad 99/909 1,650 Well thought out and well executed, with a strong, engaging sound and just a little veiling 5 136 256

Ratel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value 5 70 285

D Russ Andrews HP-1/PA-1 1,198 Simply featured, but sounds appealingly realistic and solid. Highly capable in all areas design 2 50 303

[il«£2.000

[il Arcam C31/P38 2,050 Very civilised sound, in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built • 7 opt 100 308

ESSISl LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge.

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with.
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturers rated output in watts per channel.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS SPECIFICATIONS

Pre/power amplifiers
3 
g 
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BADGE? PRODUCT

Border Patrol Control Unit

t COMMENTS

Bryston BP26 DA/2B SST

Bryston BP26/3B-SST

Chord Prima/Meuo 140

0 
El 
□ 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E

Classe CP-700/CA-M400

Cyrus DAG XP

Densen Beat B-200/B31O

Densen Beat B—250/B—350

ECS EA—1

Gamut D3

Gamut 0200 Mk3

HOvland HP-100/RADIA

la Krell FPB 700cx

Linn Klimax Kontrol

Marant SC11S1/SM-11S1

Nairn NAP 500

Roksan Caspian M Series-1

2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around

5,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt

5,300 The epitome of the iron fist in a velvet glove school of hi-fi. Dynamically superb and very detailed

6,100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

13,350 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility Sounds stunning, too

2,200 A knockout DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz

2,300

8,200

6,000

3,430

3,950

12,745

Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 

Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 

Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound 

A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price

Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers

14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it

6, OOO Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 

5,000 Preamp and power amp duo delivers high resolution and is consistent with different loudspeaker loads

11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition

2,245 A well-matched, powerful and enjoyable sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player
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AV AMPLIFIERS
Surround sound amps for music and movies
/V The multichannel, surround

( J>>) sound or AV amplifier is a popular 
' option, thanks to the success of 

the DVD player and home cinema. Now you 
can buy five channels or more of 
amplification for the price of two. Now that 
multichannel music is also on the agenda, 
there's a lot to be said for a good AV amp or 
receiver (an amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 
then check out a multichannel amp and 
speaker set-up - they're stunning with 
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily for 
movies and come with digital processing for 
the various soundtrack formats - Dolby Pro
Logic (analogue), Dolby Digital and DTS, 
which offer discrete surround sound in 5.1 
and 7.1 channel formats. More ambitious 
designs also offerTHX post processing, 
designed to emulate the sound of the 
mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because 
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 
potential. This is why new formats SACD 
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll on 
analogue formats. The best multichannel 
amps for music are often the simplest, but 
any that offer a complete bypass option with 
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 
looking at real power - five or seven channels 
of amplification are not easy to produce with 
a feeble power supply, and the cheaper amps 
in particular often fail to live up to the claims.

Q&A
HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers 
you want. Multichannel music 
discs come with six or 5.1 
channels, but for new movies, 
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups 
also mean you have speakers 
directly behind you - preferable 
for music discs.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AND AN AV AMP?
Processors don't have built-in 
amplification and you need 
separate power amps. AV amps 
and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
This is the LFE (low frequency 
effects) or bass channel that is 
reproduced by a subwoofer.

Hl^FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND

With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- 
quality multichannel music, surround 
sound is no longer just a home cinema 
thing, An increasing number of people 
want to build a multichannel system that 
will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 
products delivering sufficient quality is 
on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 
building a top-quality system with five or 
more channels is inevitably more 
expensive than sticking with stereo. There

are some very decent integrated options 
below £1,000, though the best (and most 
costly) route is to buy a separate 
processor and power amp(s). Or you can 
add AV amplification to a stereo model 
you can't bear to part with.
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Arc am
DiVA AVR350 £1,500
Arcam's latest receiver offers a good 

helping of processing and connection 

options, with exceptionally musical sound.

Yamaha
DSP-AX759SE £550
If you're looking for an affordable 

multichannel amp that's good with music 

as well as home cinema, this is a top buy.

Denon

AVC-A 11 XVA £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channel amp that packs in 

the latest digital links and processing 

formats without sacrificing sound quality.

Classe
SSP-600/CA-5200 £11,900 
Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 

solution that's equally adept with music 

and movies should park their ears here.

Ou 1* f^VOUritC BESTBUY [k] EDITOR’S CHOICE
SPECIFICATIONS
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□ Arcam OiVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie perfonmance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited 7 100 284

D Cambridge Audio Azur 640R 600 Simple and elegant receiver. Attributes that reflect in good sound quality without the distracting toys you'll find elsewhere 7 100 292

EEI Oenon AVCAGoV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1XV, but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital i/o 11 140 273

0 OenonAVC-A1XV 4,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously 170 266

Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering 10 140 267

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 160 255

@ Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo' Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

E9 Pioneer VSA-^1OAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 150 260

D Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy 7 100 273

D Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 7 100 260

D Yamaha OSP-M759SE 500 More a stereo amp with basic multichannel thrown in, but a great performer with music at this price • 6

mCHANELPRIPS^^OCESIANDPOWERAM^^^MIHIIIIHII^^H^^^H^^^IIIIIIIIIBHH^^^H^^^HI

_ Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8

100 287

90 250

Arcam AVP700/P1OOO 3,000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power ® 1 8 135 275

m Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235

@ Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interfaces 11 200 278

@ Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

mi Linn Exotik + OA 3,245 'Go analogue preamplifier with multichannel in/out up to 7.1 and a home cinema proce^or of quality combine to make a tempting package 8 291

mi Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 50 238

E Parasound Halo C1/A51 7,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 250 243

□ Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 1 “ •

MMUl RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, lape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.

120 238

7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification. 
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in wans per channel of all channels driven by the amp

S 0 U N D Y S T E M S

UNIQUE PRODUCTS FROM AN ESTABLISHED NAIM
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248LeeHighRoad,London,SE13 5PL 

0% APR Credit options are available for purchases of new products exceeding £900, please call for details. E&OE

New - Nairn HDX Hard Disk Player New - Nairn Superline & Powerline

Also available for audition the Linn Akurate OS and Klimax OS music players

The new Nairn HDX is an ideal product for those who value their album collection but want it 
all in one place with a flexible search facility while retaining that unique Nairn quality The HDX 
will play CD, most popular formats, store 600 albums, offers USB, extra NAS storage and helps 
grow your musical horizons with 6 streamed outputs. You can also upgrade the power supply. 
Contact us to audition this unique pertormance product (For more info visit - billyvee.co.uk)

The new Superline high pertormance Moving Coil phono stage with brass suspended 
chassis and a class A amplifier feeding 25 regulated supplies is awesome. - The new 
Powerline cable is the most impressive mains cable upgrade we have heard, a must for 
all Nairn owners at only £395. Visit billyvee.co.uk for more info or, come and listen.
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STEREO SPEAKERS
Speaker pairs for stereo sound

While loudspeakers are relatively 
( straightforward in construction, 
V—in they have one of the most 

difficult jobs in hi-fi - turning an electrical 
signal into an acoustic one. Most consist of 
two or more drive units in a box that usually 
has a port in it to make life easier for the 
cone in your mid and/or bass driver. 
Alternatives to this arrangement include 
panel speakers, which use electrostatic or 
ribbon technology, and horns, which use 
drive units in complex cabinets that greatly 
improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the greater 
the reinforcement of bass. As all rooms differ, 
there's no simple formula for placement and 
experimentation will yield the best results. 
Altering the angle at which the speakers face 
the listener can also make a difference to 
balance and stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel system. 
The most important element is a centre 
channel, which needs to match the stereo 
pair as closely as possible. For the best 
musical results, surrounds should be as per 
the front left and right channels, but if space 
or funds don't permit, smaller designs can be 
used quite effectively.

POWER

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that will 
suit you, try to listen to a good variety to 
hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance tends 
to vary the most, but is less important than 
more subtle factors such as timing and 
dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears not 
your eyes - great-looking speakers aren't 
necessarily great sounding.

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as wel I.

Q&A

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the fu 11 story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience. where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.
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Tannoy
Mercury F4 £350
Tannoy's Mercury speakers have a long 
history of 'quality' sound at low prices, 
and the latest range is no exception - this 
floorstanderis thoroughly engaging.

DALi
Ikon 6 £899
Complete with a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capable floorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and truly engrossing sound.

B&W
805S fl,600
A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6LE £4,000 
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

• HI-FI CHOICE
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Stereo speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT ■ COMMENTS

W10 £i,m
X Advance Acoustic UM20 200 Classy styling and finish, with solid build and fine overall balance when sited close to a wall 18,30,21 A 43 307

E Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 370 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 A 24 294

292Acoustic Energy Aelite 3 750 Wood-veneered all-rounder has exceptional neutrality with deep smooth bass 20,103,39 A 22

Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 845 Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 18^5,255 A- 45 283
El ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph, with a beautifully judged balance and impressive transparency 20,86,29 A 23 279

□ ATCSCM11 849 A very fine little speaker that's at its best with good, natural recordings where it adds little and reveals much 21,38,25 A- 55 293

□ Aurousal A1 450 Single-driver system is coloured but wonderfully coherent and very effective at communicating emotions 20.5,36,27 A 40 299
0 AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 260
0 B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and liuvely sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 30,33,23 A 23 226

□ B&WCM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279
E B&W 683 899 A fine all-round performer with high-class drivers at a very realistic price 20,99,34 ' ® i P 20 304

□ B&W 705 900 Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253
E DALi Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 A 37 271

E DALi Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 A+ 22 275

0 DALi Monitor 1 1,000 Beautiful miniature with advanced drivers sounds marvellously coherent with fine vocal expression 16,32,24 A 40 296

E Dynaudio OM 211O 775 Unfashionably bulky standmount has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is delicate and well mannered 27.5,45,35 A 22 299

E Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 A- 28 273
0 1 Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 269

E Epos M12.2 449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A-
40 • 1

265
0 Focal Chorus 706V 369 Advanced drivers deliver a smooth, even, overall balance with healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 30 307

E Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,0,37.5 A+ 20 288

E Heco Celan 300 595 Does tone colour, dynamics and detail with aplomb and communicates superbly in its +2dB mode. Sensitive, too 23,36,33 A+ 40 301

E JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 A 25 275

□ KEF 03 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+
40¡»J

284

D KEF 09 800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33 A 25 273

Mission elan e34 400 A return to form for Mission with a pacey, vibrant sound matched to good looks 35,96,34 A+ 48 298
□ Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 A+ 28 271

E Monitor Audio BR2 200 Good looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30 294

□ Monitor Audio BR5 400 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold sounding, good value and an easy electrical load 17, 85,25 A- 36 1 • ] 293

□ Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which take's up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 284

0 Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90, 18,27 A 33 276

0_ Mordaunt-Short Avant 906i 350 The generous, well balanced sound shows good enclosure control, could do with more grip and better spikesl 16.5,85,29.5 A 40 281

EJSESi SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinefhfentimetres. FLDORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the 

loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 wans plus A 50 wans plus A-100 wans plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE "lx- speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 
one of the most popular phono stages around. 

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 
baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all 
incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 
the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TRichoRd ResearcIh
Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: + 44 (0)1684 311928

sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com

HI FICHOICE /
PASSION FOR SOUNDPASSION FOR SOUND

To advertise 
please contact the Sales Team on 

0207 042 4255

After intense research and development, 
UKD are proud to introduce the Unico 
COE CD player and Unico 100 integrated 
amplifier.

The Unico CDE is an all-new design 
featuring no less than four triode valves 
in the circuit and a new, high quality CD 
mechanism.

Meanwhile, the Unico 100 generates 
some 180 watts of smooth and detailed 
power and features a unique high 
performance digital volume control.

These new products sit at the top of 
the range and offer the classic Unison 
Research attributes of Italian elegance, 
superior build quality, and above all 
unsurpassed musical enjoyment.

Contact your nearest UKD retailer for a 
demonstration.

Tel : +44 (0) 1753 652 669 
e-mail : info@ukd.co.uk 
web site : www.ukd.co.uk

mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichordresearch.com
mailto:info@ukd.co.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk
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Guitarist
The Guitar Player’s Bible

On sale in all good newsagents
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Stereo speakers Az
s 3 S

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s 5 P

0 PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 275

□ ProAc Tablette Ref Fghi 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better' 15,27,23 A+ 40 267

0 0 Acoustics 1010 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,195 A 48 286

o 0 Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 195,97.5,30 A+ 28 284

o Quadral Pico 849 Could be more muscular, but neutral and open with spacious imaging and little coloration 19,34,26 A- 30 • 292

o Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 269

o Revel Concerta F12 900 Massive multi-driver floorstander is not pretty, but has great headroom, bass weight and impressive neutrality 25,108,36 A 22 296

o SpenderS3/5R 725 Small, beautifully accurate monitors are excellent for speech, but not suitable for thrash metal in barns 17,31,19 A 90 306

o Tanney Mercury F4 350 Floorstander has an engrossing sound with good dynamics and a warm, restrained output 20.5,97,29 A+ 24 294

o Tanney Revolution DC6 800 Pretty compact standmount likes wall loading, delivering a lively even bass and smooth coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 307

o Totem Rainmaker 795 Standmount has a big sound, with a smooth midband and bright top. Could have more punch and warmth 17,35.5,23 A 25 291

o Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20,108,34 A 20 288

o Wharfedale Diamond 9.1 180 Superior shape and fnish at an exceptionally sharp price. Sound is laid back, but free from boxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 307

o Wharfedale Opus2-M1 1,000 Elegant mid to compact three way, a new direction in recent years for Wharfedale 23,51,36 A- 42 302

ABOVE £1.000
O A2T Mezzo 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 A+ 40 281

o Amphion Prio 520 1,600 Gorgeous styling and a lively sound with good voice band integrity and a sweet top end 16,104,22 A 40 302

o ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 A 28 275

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever; :AzAz AziAz ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 24537315 A 26 288

0 ATCSCM16A 2,203 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Good value, including built-in amps, and fuss-free 27,45,33 zz 42 300

0 ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22,44,31.5 A- 54 285

0 Audio Physic Spark 3 1,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has delightfully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 £A+ 27 271

o AVI ADM9 1,000 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic, and they give good iPod, too 20,30,26 ACT 60 301

o AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVI's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 A 50 280

0 B&W 8020 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 A <20 267

0 B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 271

O Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 205,98,29.5 A- <20| e 281

0 Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,399 The W cone treatment makes some of the qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive zz8,282,375 A+ 39 308

o Focal Chorus 826 V 1,250 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up. 28, 104,37.5 A 45 287

o Focal Chorus 836V 1,549 Bulky, sharply priced three-way could be prettier. Has good bass with genuine grip, but top could be sweeter 28,115,38 A 28 290

Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 A- 25 276

□ Free FS1 3,000 An elegant active design for anyone after the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 ACT 35 301

0 Gamut Phi5 2,550 Lovely and discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • P 20 305

0 Jamo Reference R909 7.500 Top model (in a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 48,127,54 A- 25 280

KEF Reference Model W 3,500 Very classy but costly three-way stand-mount with much improved Uni-0; could be more transparent 25,42,41 A 30 298

o Kudos Gardea Cl 1,450 A very pretty compact standmount with a delightfully subtle and delicate sound quality 20,35,27 A 40 304

o Martinlogan Source 1,599 Careful install needed, but capable of remarkable transparency at an extremely competitive price 24,120,37 A 42 303

o Meridian M3100 1,850 Attractive and capable active (125w) with great imaging and strong bass. High neutrality and good power handling 19,39,25 ACT 45 opt 280

o Monopulse 42A 1,495 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics, and superb voice coherence, but untidy treble 26,110,25 A 25 302

o Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 A- <20 281

A clear upgrade
Solutions for better music & movies ™

Buy 2 get 1 FREE!
SAVE £29.95 Offer applies to 1 m 
PowerMax Plus™ cables. Buy 2 at full price in 
our Sale and get a 3rd one free. Full terms & 
conditions at www.russandrews.com/sale.
Sale Ends 9th July 08 
visit www.russandrews.com 
or phone 0845 345 1550
Mail Order Direct *60 Day Cable Home Trial *

for the price

★★★★★

Ju/yOB

NEW!

"The improvement over a standard cord is clear: 
improved clarity, smoother highs and weightier 
bass ... £30 well spent. Give this one a go and you 
won't be disappointed."
PowerMax Plus™, What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, 

Ultimate Guide to Hi-Fi, April 2008.

Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100within UK Mainland)

PowerMax Plus™

£29.95 for 1m
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[il Monitor Audio PL300 5,000 Completely new level of sophistication from a brand best known for mainstream, cost effective designs 41,111,47 A- 28 • 301
[il Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 LE 4,000 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, while overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 A 22 e 308
D Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 A 25 © 267
[il Neat Motive 1 1,200 Beautifully neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative 16,92.5,20 A- 20 276

D Neat Momentum 3i 1, 745 Sounds a lot bigger than it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • 302

[il Opera Seconda 1,295 Classy cabinetwork plus beautifully judged neutrality with crisp, clean and deep bass 24.1025315 » A- 20 • 297
□ PMC Wafer 2 1650 Clever 'hang-on-wall' speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33.5,57.5,10 A+ 45 285
a/ PMC FB1 + 1,695 Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 A 20 260
[il PMC EB1 5,950 The best argument for large speakers that we've heard in a long time 29,120,46.5 A- 19 292
O PMCGBIi 1,275 Pretty little floorstander 1as great class with fine delicacy and sweet detailing 15.5,87,23.4 A 30 306
[il Ouad ESL 2805 4,500 Uniquely wondertul natural realism, exceptional imaging, coherence and low level detailing 70,107,38.5 A- 45 294
D Rega R7 1498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 A 25 271
D Rega R9 2498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 A 25 271
[il Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22, 105,39 A 20 256
(W) Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 274
D Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,000 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer and richer 20,100,25 A 22 290
D Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 A 22 259
[il Sonus Faber Cremona Audit. 2,690 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass... this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' (stands £575 extra) 20,35,37 A 50 305
[il Sonus FaberGrand Piano D. 2,498 The Grand Piano Domus has a fabulous physical appearance and delivers a clean, refined sound 21,106,31 A- 32 283
[il Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 240
D TannoyGlenair 10 2,999 With a 250mm dual concentric driver this is a generously proportioned, highly engaging speaker for a good price 36,100,35 A+ 38 295
D Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 277
D Triangle Genese Quartet 1,895 Great material value and a solid all round sonic performance with great loudness potential 23,1 17,37 4 A 25 302
D Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 4 A 22r®1 277
[il Triangle Magellan Concerto 14,750 New 'sw2' version is less immediate than its predecessor, but it's easier to live with and remains highly enertaining [il,1^45 1 4 A- 32¡ e 290
D Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20¡T| 270
[il Vivid Audio B1 7750 I mpressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38T« A- 40 j 4>~| 261
[il Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 A 20 252
[il Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of the ACT's pertormance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 254
[il Whartedale Airedale Neo 9,000 Expansive yet relaxed sounding, the Neo is a coloured but surprisingly musical and enjoyable speaker 52,115,45 A- 25 296
D Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly cratted stand-mount with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 296

SUBWOOFERS SPECIFICATIONS

Bass speakers
BADGE' PRODUCT

D B&W PV1
[il B&W ASW850
[il I" Eclipse TD725sw

Monitor Audio ASW100
[il j REL 305

D REL Stampede
D REL T1
D REL Strata 5

REL Storm Ill
REL Storm 5

D MartinLogan Dynamo
Velodyne SPL-800R

[il Wilson Benesch Torus

i COMMENTS

950 Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 
2,000 Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 
2,700 Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation
300 For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well
795 Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too
550 Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV
595 Standard setter at the price: flexible, easily set up and packs quite a punch
700 Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical pertormance for less money
900 Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

1,000 Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mrxed hi-Ii & home cinema/multichannel systems
449 Refined, compact sub brings established MartinLogan virtues to a new price and size point
699 Powerful, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging

5,200 Amp and sub package built like a sophisticated pile driver, with deep, state of the art performance

s i
® S m
0 S i— [ila/

S is

29,34,35 500 20
53,56,52 1,0 18
52,47,50 500 40

259
246
287

32,32,34 120 27 225
32, 36, 34 300 25 284
28,40,29 100 18 257
36,40,420 300 25 291
32,46,33 150 18 257
42,62,33 150 18 225
34,52,37 200 1 5 2 67
[il3532 a/ 25 301
æ,27,æ 1,0 28 286
45,33,45 1[il 10 290

SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier ol active models delivers. 
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
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Award Winning Hi-Fi Cables
WIREGORLD"

_ ■ .co.ukfutureshap
Professional. Audio, Video & Gaming Cables

THE

CHORD—
COMPANY

IXOS

lxos XHT458 HDMI Cable 1m lxOS XHT601-150 Scart Cable 1.5m QED P-CV1 Component Video Cable

QED Performance Digital Audio Cable
The Chord Company 
HDMI 1.3 Silver Plus

NEXT DAY DELIVERY | CUSTOM LENGTHS | EXPERT ADVICE
TO ORDER OR FOR ADVICE CALL 0208 905 1555 

www. futureshop. co. Uk

Future Shop Ltd
E slre=Bu=inessCentre 
=lstreeWay,:orehamwood, 
Herts. WD6 1RX

High End Cable
^ww.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880
Free P&P worldwide on all interconnects

Argento Audio 
Analysis Plus 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecosse 
Furutech 
Hovland 
Nordost 
MIT 
Oehlbach 
Purist Audio Design 
Stareovox 
Townshend 
True Colour Industries 
van den Hui 
Wyrewizard 
lsoTek

Cable Tower
Gehlbach Accessories 
Acoustic Resonators 
Bel Canto 
Leema Acoustics 
Project Turntables 
Audio Physic Speakers 
STAX headphones 
Tannoy 
Echo Busters 
Arye CD - lsoTek CD

The Rock V Turntable
Universal speaker cradles

Moving Coil
Lyra - Ortofon - Sumiko 
Component cables 
Digital Cables 
HDMI
Optical Cables 
S video 
SCART 
Firewire 
XLR cables 
Sub woofer cables 
Chord iPod cables 
Nordost iPod cables 
DIN cables 
Chord cables for Nairn 
Mains & Power cables 
Jumpers 
ONLINE SHOP

WIT
FURUTeCHPune Tuamsmissidn

^^

Up to 25% Trade in

ECOSSEIs role k
O0:HLBACH
QUdierfce

analysis plus

Previously owned cables. Reference cables inciude free Bum In.

Months

Pressblog.net is one of the fastest 
and simplest ways for Hi-Fi Dealers, 

Distributors and Manufactures to publish 
their news online daily.

+44 (0)1273 394 184 
publish@pressblog.net 

www. pressblog .net

co.uk
ww.highendcable.co.uk
Pressblog.net
mailto:publish@pressblog.net


HEADPHONES
For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties 
( and some are designed for particular 
Az—V usage. The majority of 'cans' use 

dynamic cone and coil-type drive units and can be 
used with anything from a personal stereo to a 
dedicated amplifier. Other types also exist, most 
significantly electrostatics that use a charged panel 
membrane to produce a distinctly refined sound. 
These are supplied with their own dedicated 
amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are 
open and closed-back designs, the latter being 

best for noisy (or noise sensitive) 
environments as they minimise leakage and 
i ntrusion. Open-back types tend to have a 
more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are 
also three variants of earpad design: 
circumaurals enclose the ear and press on 
your head, supra-aurals press on the ear and 
i ntra-aurals sit in the ear and are particularly 
popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not 

quite as straightforward as it should be. 
Merely plugging them into the output on 
your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are 
very lucky. If you are planning on serious 
listening, invest in a dedicated amp - the 
increase in dynamics is not in the least bit 
subtle. A variety of models are made and 
prices start at around EBO for a QED, a little 
more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up 
the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [k] EDITOR'S CHOICE

HEADPHONES SPECIFICATIONS

Stereo headphones ? s
? 5 "'

BADGE’ PRODUCT £

D AKG K270 Studio 129

AKG K1000 650

D Audio Technica ATH-W1000 400

D Beyerdynamic DT770 190

D Beyerdynamic DTB80 200

D Grado SR225 180

Grado SR325i 310

Grado GS1OOO 995

D Sennheiser HD485 65

□ Sennheiser HD595 150

0 Sennheiser HD650 300

□ Sennheiser PXC450 299

Shure SE420 240

Shure E500PTH 420

Stax SR-001 Mk II 239

Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II 349

COMMENTS

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Superbly comfortable and very reveallng. Long listening sessions are a pleasure with new musical insights 

A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass

I nformative, neutral and surprisingly close to good loudspeakers. Good for occasional and long-term listening alike 

Tonally shows the way to Grado's amazing GS1OOO flagship, but detail and sounrdstage are not truly class-leading 

Highly sophisticated and detailed sound with great extension: check for comfort

One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for

A great all-round headphone for occasional or even heavy use, refined in sound and comfortable, too 

Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable 

Astonishing resolution and hardily less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 

Noise-cancelling model: as good as it gets for making the most of listening in planes. trains and automobiles 

Expensive and no replacement for top conventional phones, but streets ahead of most in-ears with real refinement 

Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead; high-quality stuff 

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity 

Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way
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ESSEII ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic fiim instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

Mid Range 
Audio 
077515 18404
info@midrangeaudio.co.uk 

midrangeaudio.co.uk

Used by leading broadcasting organisations such as the BBC, Carlton 
Television and artists such as Pink Floyd, Mark Knopfler and The Rolling 
Stones, ATC speakers come with a first user lifetime warranty for the 
Premium Range and a six year warranty for all other products.

If you want refined and enjoyable replay of 
music at home look no further than the award 
winning ATC range of speakers and amplifiers.

• SCM range • Tower range • Amplifiers •

Ex-Demo Offers - Prices include a 6 year warranty 
SCMl 1 - £675 | SCM19 - £1,275 | SCM40 - £1,700
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CABLES
Wires to hook your system together

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
nterconnects and speaker cables:
Analogue interconnects come in 

preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs: Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford:

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical: In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Toslink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

Our favourite □ bebtbuv ® editor’s choice

CABLES
Interconnects and speaker cables

SPECIFICATIONS

f COMMENTSBADGE? PRODUCT

0 Atlas Questor 70 Very open and informative at high and mid frequencies, with slightly dry bass. Imaging particularly fine 295

□ Audioquest Sidewinder 45 A lively and detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm. Slight added upper-bass warmth does little to detract 297

D Black Rhodium Prelude 80 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit 293

□ Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superb bass and excellently neutral and detailed midrange, treble generally sweet with occasional slight constriction 299

Black Rhodium Concert 255 This DCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre.rich in detail, with low subjective noise 270

D Cambridge Azur Reference 50 Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: (especially adept in the treble with no trace of dryness 296

D Cter Mio ^CJ+jEr-Une.AJit>B 50 Sounding like something a good deal dearer, this cable offers near high-end detail and seems highly compatible too • 295

D Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass - at a price, 279

0 CrystalCable Piccolo 260 Thin cable, but tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some qualities of a solid core type genetically - notably resolution, focus and articulation 294

D lxos lxotica lX1 200 Notable for its relaxng sound, this cable still presents plenty of analytical detail 283

D Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too 281

0 Monster M1 OOOi 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere 284

0 Nordost Wyrewizard Dream 95 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass 303

D Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers, Very good mid and treble 281

□ Profigold PGA3000 60 Not the ultimate for lovers of clinical precision, its character is engaging and detail and extension are good 299

□ Supra EFF-1X 77 Lively-sounding cable which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality. Musically, a great all-rounder 306

El Townshend Isolda DCT100 99 Silky-smooth treble, with remarkably good detail too: midrange and bass also very fine 303

D van den Hui Integration Hybnd 125 Bass is nothing remarkable, but mid and treble are outstandingly open and clear: very transparent 306

D Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price 273g
El Atlas Compass 50 Slight improvement in detail over giveaway cables, plus distinctly more tuneful bass and more open treble, make this fine value I 289

0 Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying pertormance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble t 278

D Supra AnCo 80 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transport/DAG combination, even in a high-end context 1 304

0 Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cables main strengths: good value and near-high-end performance E 279

S^^ER ^CIBLIS PRICE PER M^ I

D Atlas Hyper 1.5 10 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but its pertormance at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price 299

□ Atlas Ascent 2.0 55 A highly analytical cable, with more bass extension than at first appears and very fine detail across the board 294

D Chord Epic Twin 40 Good all rounder, which generally sounds relaxed and musical, and a full bass that stops the right side of sounding blowsy 287

0 CrystalCable Piccolo 1,480 Tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some of the qualities of a solid core type generically-notably resolution, focus and articulation 302

D Kimber8PR 12 A cable that really enjoys the music, also admirable for the levels of analytical detail it allows through. Excellent value 299

D Monster MCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble 280

0 Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament construction, low colouration, hi-res and suitable for exacting systems 278

□ OED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain 276

D OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 234

0 Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical 287

0 Townshend lsolda DCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 241

D van den Hui The Bridge 6 Better bass than treble, with good detail though a touch of constriction at times 291

El Wireworld Luna 16/4 5 Budget biwire cable offering tuneful and extended bass, good treble, and midrange with just a little lack of detail 292

STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the Signal. 
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cab!e. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical. 
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS

Equipment racks and speaker stands
If you want to get the most from your source and amp 

i i>>j components, it's important to consider good quality support. 
V_ Dedicated equipment supports are racks and tables made 
specifically to hold hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive

effect on sound because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from 
ground-borne vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, 
if you own a pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standmount' speakers, it's 
important to place them on good quality purpose-built speaker stands.

Our favourite 0 BEST BUY [eg] EDITOR’S CHOICE

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports

■ PRODUCI

ID

Alphason A5-G
Atacama Equinox

Audiophile Base Std Supp't 
Custom Design Icon Signature
Custom Design XL4

399
280
900

330
380DD Custom Design Icon 400 600

Custom Design Concept 400 700

D
□
ID

Custom Design Milan 
Custom Design Vantige 
Partington Minim 
Ouadraspire 04 Reference 
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 
RA Torlyte Platform 
Townshend VSSS

449
449
420
480
988
130

1,300

COMMENTS

Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 
Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 
Not cheap and quite bulky, but it’s all worth it as sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 
Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively

Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal and largely harmless 
Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 
Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 

Respect is due to any stand that looks this good with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 
' Acoustic Aluminium' shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction: just a shade bright 

Adds its own character to the benefit of rock most particularly, but slightly to the detriment of acoustic sounds 
Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 
Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice
This unassuming platform can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound

The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

SPECIFICATIONS
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80 66,46 5 Glass 247
81 50,50 4 Glass 217
57 46,35 3 MDF 302

75 56,37 4 Glass 286

65 60,42 4 Glass 293
75 57, 41 5 Glass 263
74 48,40 4 Metal 247
57 48,39 4 Glass 302
62 49,44 4 Metal 271
78 45,37 5 Glass 302

51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217
68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

8 48,36 1 Torlyte 302

76 35,50 4 Glass 273

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [k] EDITOR’S CHOICE

SPEAKER STANDS
Speaker stands
BAOGE? PRODUCT È

Anvil Sound Display Stand 226
’ ’ Custom Design RS300 110

Custom Design S0402 100[il Custom Design S0404 200
|w| Partington Ansa 60 99[il Partington Dreadnought BS 249[il Partington Heavi II 399ID Russ Andrews Torlyte 299

COMMENTS

A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise

An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price 
More a range than a model, capable of fine results especially with Acoustic Steel top plates

Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small 
Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent
The Dreadnought Broadside is a superb stand for high-class standmount speakers - and it looks great too! 
Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies 
Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too

SPECIFICATIONS
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50 20,17 1 293
56 16.5,18 1 281
62 18,16.5 2 299
61 18,16.3 4 283
62 18,15 4 232
61 17,15 5 261
53 31,22 6 287

60,50 15,21 3 280
EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform.

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead lo stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-logether construction. NUMBER OF LEGS Thal support the stand.
SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com

Customer Helpline 

0845 460 6006

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
TV Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker StandsThe UK's AV Furniture Superstore 24 Hour Despatch

Stand & DeliverThe Home Of Audio Visual FurnitureStand & Deliver

Equipment Rackswww.standanddeliver.com

http://www.standanddeliver.com
http://www.standanddeliver.com
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Luxury Living Show Sensational System
Zïngali - Rithos - MSB - Synergistic Research

Just a few of our listeners’ comments...

"A Concert Hall performance!..."

"These speakers are beautiful!..."

"The sound is sensational... "

"I've never heard such detail!..."

audioboffs
Home démonstrations bg appointment

www.audioboffs.co.uk 
info@audioboffs.co.uk 
020 8177 4095

"This is as good as it gets!... "

Check out our website for the full product range

Michell
M. J. Acouj

Monitor

Award Winning Retailers

Mordaui
NAD
Nordost
Origin Live
Ortofon
Pathos
Pickering
Primare
Pro-Ac
Project
QUAD
Roksan
Shanling ]
SME
Stands Unique!
Sugden
Tannoy Tol
TEAC
Trichord
Unison Resel
Van Den Hui
Wharfedale
Yamaha
& Lots more...

Dealers for:

Advanced Acoustics

Analysis Plus

Astin Trew

Audio Physic

Bel Canto

English Valve Amps

Firestone Audio

Graaf

MSB

Monopulse

Onkyo

Pathos

Primäre

Razor

Shanling

Silver Arrow

Solid Tech

Synergistic Research

The Funk Firm 

Transcriptors 

Unison Research

Zingab 

and more

ckers Hi-Fi
The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

• Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
• Widest choice in the area • Independent advice
• Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
• Over 35yrs experience • Qualified staff
• Comfortable dem rooms • Superb showrooms
• Main road location • Major car parks nearby
• Insurance estimates • Service Dept.
• Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
• Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status

• Delivery & installation
• Part Exchange
• Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
• Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York YO31 7EQ
Tel: 01904 629659

wwwVickers-HiFi. co. u k

in high fidelity iound reproduction - lince 1961

http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
mailto:info@audioboffs.co.uk
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Is this your problem? Here’s your

loud too loud way too loud
It s a common problem The usable range on the 
volume control is al down at ths bottom end and 
fine control at tow listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible Thee noise floor may be audible 
toe There Is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwal In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to curs'-" 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic t 
benefits with even the most expensive equipment

answer

R 'this a^ccessory 

is heartily 
U recommended" 

jh Gramophone

£39/pair - post free
01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

Front End Problems?
CO/llQC/.'

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & EAR. Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.

- Plus cartridge re-tipping service
020 8688 6565

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

www.hifichoice.co.uk

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 

020 8946 I 528 orshop@obrienhifi.com 

Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

SUQOCN F is
^— is.""al„'^1 hro\ fjæi

• Specializing in bespoke 
solutions from the worlds 
leading manufacturers 
to suit your lifestyle and 
budget.

• Visit our new showroom 
to experience the ultimate 
in hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi room

Tel.01872 273 215
01260 280017

www.audio-cinema.co.uk
16-17 Lemon Street, 
Truro, TR1 2LS

audio cinema

12a West Street 
Congleton Cheshire

www.synergyav.co.uk

eu truste As our Tuussixm.

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.anatogueseduction.net lo browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0)1733 344768

Your Hi Fi Separates are redundant!
AV!'s Active ADM9.ls are a complete Hi Fi system in two speakers. 

They comprise of a remote controlled, three input preamplifier 
(2 x 24/96 Optical digital and one analogue) 4th order electronic 

crossovers and two high speed, linear, bipolar amps (250 & 75 Watts) 
in a pair of 6.5" Two-Way Loudspeakers measuring 30 x 25 x 25 ems.

And there is a professional quality 10" Sub that takes you below 30Hz 
if you need it.

ADM9s can be connected to any digital source (PS3 included) 
to produce a better sound than is possible from passive systems 

costing many times their price.
You save money and space and you get a better sound. ADMO. Is are 
the future and provide the most cost effective upgrade imaginable.

Price £1000 per pair.

www.avihifi.com

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen
for its spectacular quality.
performance and reliability.

http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:orshop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.anatogueseduction.net
http://www.avihifi.com
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• ereo PREAMPLIFIER

Very Tine Amplification.

www.coherent-systems.co.uk 01684 310849

http://www.coherent-systems.co.uk
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RE.Vax
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

RE.Vax
SERVICE

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
^Vritten Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

Ihe a aI e c hnologv L I Ml x ted
TTL House. Sheeptick End. Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire. IVIK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

To advertise here please call 
Ben Keightley on 

020 7042 4252 or Email: 
bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
SALE! 

Tel: 01283 702875
DENOff Dl 304.................................................. £175
CLEARAUDID CONCERTO............................................................... .£80
EAR PHONO STAGES...................................................................... £POA
AUDKJ TECHHlCA ATHW 100................................. .£80
AUDIO TECHHlCA AT DC9ML2..................................................... .£80
TRANSFIGURATIOH AXIA...............................................................£715
TRATRANSFlGURATlDH PHOENIX ....................................................£1100
TRICHDRD DINO MK2.................................................................... 
TRICHDRD 030..................................................„......................^.£POA
TOM EVAHS GROOVE Pt.US ......... ^.£3050
WHEST AUDIO .£80R........................................ £POA
All gooods are brandnd new and fulty guaranteed!, tods are not 

su^to on approval. Fre UK deltas

□Details and price$ from: Ian Hamrrison, 
7 Miii HIU, Repion, Derby DE65 660 UK. 

__________Tel: 01283 ^^5 9am-9pm inc toSundays______

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 

Specialists

020 7924 2040
Email: oranges.Iemons(a virgin.net

61 Webbs Road. Battersea. SW11 6RX

www.oandlhifi.co.uk
CEDIA

Recycle your magazine and seven days later 
it could come back as your newspaper.

www.recyclenow.com The possibilities are endless.

The Linn Majik LP12
The new Linn Sondek retails complete with Majik power supply, 
a Project 9CC carbon fibre tone-arm, and the quality Linn Adikt moving magnet 
cartridge. The results are delightful, we feel it makes an ideal way to discover 
just how emotional music played from records can sound. RRP £ 1995

And more good news ••
If you own an LPl 2 our free summer check-up is now on till September the 1'1

©
www.soundgallery.co.uk

| 65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks

01494 531682
Stockists for Linn Products, Nairn Audio, Bowers and Wilkins, Aream, Spender, Usher 
Rega, Meridian, Fatman, Velodyne, Denon and Focal to name just a few...

www.hifichoice.co.uk

mailto:bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk
virgin.net
http://www.oandlhifi.co.uk
http://www.recyclenow.com
%25c2%25a9www.soundgallery.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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30 HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER. KENT. MEl ILD - 01634 880037

UK DISTRIBUTOR FOR ALL RAYSONIC & ORACLE PRODUCTS.

ANATEK, ARCAM, ATACAMA, AUDIOPHILE BASE, AVI, CHORD COMPANY, CHORD ELECTRONICS, 
CLEARAUDIO, CREEK, DALI, EDGAR, EPOS, EUPEN, EXPOSURE, FOCAL JMLAB, GAMUT, 

GRAHAM SLEE, LAT, LSA, METRONOME, NORTHSTAR, NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, 
NU FORCE, OPTIMUM, ORIGIN LIVE, ORACLE, PARTINGTON, PROJECT, QUAD, QUADRASPIRE, 

RAYSONIC, RESOLUTION AUDIO, RENAISSANCE, TANNOY PRESTIGE, USHER.

www.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk

Rock Solid Sound Systems
Vivid Audio 
Audiostone 

Electrocompaniet
Astinrrew 

dCS 
VTL 

Verity Audio 
True Colours Industries

Lumley 
LSA Audio

Coda 
Edgar 

Ascendo
Ayon 

Hovland 
Furutech 

Music Tools 
Copulare 

Shop Now Open... 
www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk

what goes round, 
comes round

refreshing honesty, every time

signals

hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich (01473) 655171
www. signals, uk.com

http://www.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
uk.com
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MUSIC MATTERS
HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

NewStoreNowOpen 
1 Oa Chapel Street 

Stratford-Upon-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 6EP 

01789 414 533

We offer custom installation of complete 
systems integrating hi-fi, home cinema, multi

room and lighting.
Home trials are available 

for many products.

Our extensive range of products includes
• Arcam • Apoll • Anthony Gall • Atacama
• Atlas • Base • Bose available at 
SOLIHULL e Bowers & Wilkins
• Rega and Nautilus Diamond available at 
EDGBASTONe Chapter Audio e Chord 
Company • Chord Electronics • Cyrus
• Denon • Dream Vision • Dynaudio
• Dynavector • Epos • Grado • Infocus
• KEF • Kreil • LAMM • Marantz • Meridian
• Michell • Mission • MJ Acoustics • Monitor 
Audio • Musical Fidelity • NAD • Naim
• Nordost • Ortofon • Panasonic • Pioneer
• PMC • Project • Pure • QED • Quad
• REL • Rotel • Sennheiser • Sim2
• SME • Sonus Faber • Tascam • Teac
• Wharfedale • Wilson Benesch • Yamaha

OPEN TUES - SAT 10:00 - 5:30
LATE NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM AND 
SOLIHULL WEDNESDAY TIL 6.30PM

Interest free credit on selected items • 0% APR 
Written details on request • Licensed credit broker

www.musicmatters.co.uk

rnarantz Sound Hi fi
PREMIUM

because music matters

USHER

Usher, Marantz, Avid Diva, Audio Technica OC9, Acoustic Solid, Black Rhodium,
Usher Class ATownshend Rock V, Graham Slee, Hadcock, Clearaudio, 78rpm reproduction

•EDGBASTON
363 Hagley Road, 
Birmingham B17 SOL 
0121 429 2811

•SOLIHULL
93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
West Midlands B92 SJL 
0121 742 0254

•STOURBRIDGE 
9 Market Street 
West Midlands DY8 1AB 
01384 444 184

•SUTTON COLDFIELD 
10 Boldmere Road, 
West Midlands B7ä 5TD 
0121 354 2311

•HATCH END
344 Uxbridqe Road, 
Pinner. Middlesex 
HA5 4HR
020 8420 1925

•DARLINGTON
17 Coniscliffe Road 
County Durham DL3 7EE 
01325 481 418

Avid & other turntables

Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web www.SoundHiFi.com

Technology let loose

http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
http://www.SoundHiFi.com


Dealer Directory CHOICE

WM

f 01244 344227 
www.acoustica.co.uk

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 

Oxfordshire OX10 DEG

• 020 7226 5500 
www.grahams.co.uk

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 

Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

ACOUSTICA LTD
17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 

CH2 3NH

MIKE MANNING AUDIO
110 Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset 

BA201NE

a 01743 236055
© www.creative-audio.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 

NR32 1HB

GRAHAMS HI-FI
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, 

London N1

01502 582853
www.audioimages-hifi.com

ACOUSTICA
114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford 

Staffordshire ST17 4AH

a 01785 258216
© www.acoustica.co.uk

SOUND CINERGY
37 High Street Aldridge 

WS9 SNL

■0115 9786919
www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 

CW12 3JB

S 01260 280017
© www.synergyav.co.uk

■01935 479361
www.mikemanningaudio.com

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 

SK8 1 AL

a 0161 491 6090
© www.audio-counsel.co.uk

MIKE MANNING AUDIO
54 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset

TA1 1UD

a 01823 326688
© www.mikemanningaudio.com

a 01922 457 926
© www.soundcinergy.co.uk

AUDIOBOFFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood. 

Herts WD 1TP

e 020 8177 4095
© www.audioboffs.co.uk

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 

Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL 

e 01858 432999
© www.divineaudio.co.uk

AUDIO AND CINEMA
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,

Truro, Cornwall TR1 2LS

e 0870 458 4438
© www.audio-cinema.co.uk

e 01491 839305
© www.audioimages-hifi.com

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 

Surrey, KT1 4DA.

e 020 8943 3530
© www.infidelity.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE SW
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol

BS31 3EJ

a 01225 874728
• www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/home.asp

CREATIVE AUDIO WM
9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire 

SY1 1EN

ayon
Spirit

Stereo Integrated Ampfifler

HIFICHDICE

To advertise in the dealer directory, 
Please contact

Ben Keightley +44 (0) 20 7042 4262
bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk

SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NW - North West, W - Wales.

http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/home.asp
mailto:bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk


Feature [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer

2nd-hand shootout
Credit crunch got you looking for a second-hand turntable? Look no further...

O
ne of the best times to buy a second 
hand product is just as the new 
replacement bows in. That way, supply 
is good as owners trade-up and dealers clear 

stock. Also, with the advent of a newer, shiner 
model, prices soften.

A good example of such depreciation can 
be seen with the first of our £1,500 second
hand turntables. Although the Roksan Xerxes 
20 was only launched in 2005, it has already 
been superseded by the "plus" version. 
Costing around £2,400 new, earlier models 
now fall within our price range. For this price 
you'll probably get one with a basic XPS7 
power supply (originally £295 extra), but you 
can upgrade.

As any Nairn owner will tell you, upgrading 
power supplies is one of the best changes you 
can make. Roksan will oblige with a range of 
supplies culminating in the E1,100 DX2. Other 
upgrades range from a TMS3 tungsten carbide 
bearing (£600) to an upgraded main bearing 
ball (E15) . You can even upgrade the plinth for 
an additional £275. In short, if you like the 
idea of a tweakable deck, then the Xerxes 20 
fits the bill. Roksan's Xerxes 20 and XPS7 have 
proved reliable with none of the old worries 
about sinking plinths. Although the original 
guarantee was only for two years it is, unlike 
some, transferable to other owners.

At the time of the Xerxes 20's launch, 
perhaps its greatest rival came not from home
grown rivals but from across the pond. Costing 
£2,245 new, the VPI Scoutmaster did, at least, 
include an arm; the unipivot JMW 9. Rather 
rare in the UK, but well worth looking out for 
are versions with the JMW 9 Signature or JPW

lO.Si tonearms. The Signature offers Nordost 
cabling and adjustable damping for a more 
controlled, weightier sound. The 10.5i is an 
altogether more unusual beast in that its arm 
tube is 10-inches long. Although not as well 
known in the UK as the likes of SME, Linn 
and Roksan, the VPI shouldn't be ignored. 
The sound quality is tightly controlled and 
dynamic, yet grain-free - an ideal combination 
for long-term enjoyment. Service backup is 
good, with a fair number of UK retailers 
stocking the products. However, VPI encourage 
dealer rather than manufacturer contact, so it's 
worth being on good terms with your local VPI 
dealer. With Scoutmasters now available for 
under E1,000, our budget is enough for a two 
or three-year-old model, or an older version 
with a Signature or 10-inch arm.

For something a little more unusual, you may 
like to check out the Clearaudio Evolution with 
Tangent arm. This fabulous German turntable 
was launched in the UK in 2000 and cost 
around £2,300. What makes it different is the 
use of a parallel tracking arm. Although rather 
unpopular, parallel tracking arms do, after all, 
exactly follow the path gouged by the original 

"Fortunately, the Tangent arm uses precision 
parts from the watch and medical industries."
cutter. Of course, friction must be low 
and engineering tolerances tight - a 
decent parallel tracker doesn't come cheap. 
Fortunately, the Tangent arm is extremely well 
engineered and uses precision parts from the

Above: Roksan Xerxes 20; the tweakable deck 

watch and medical industries. The Evolution 
turntable is simpler, but no less well 
engineered. If anything, the large motor 
is rather more powerful than it needs to be 
but, again, this bodes well for long-term 
durability. One important point is to match 
the Tangent arm with a high-compliance 
cartridge. The Clearaudio Sigma is the default 
choice, but various models from Shure, Lyra 
and Music Maker are also worth considering. 
For our budget a good example should still 
be available, with some of the five-year 
guarantee remaining.

The SME 10 costs a tad more than the 
Roksan, but it's a testament to SME's low 
depreciation that older models are worth more 
than the Xerxes 20. Even a 1999 model will 
stretch our budget a couple of hundred quid 
but, for many, it's a price worth paying. Build 
quality is the best of the bunch here - and 

that's saying something when the bunch 
includes a Clearaudio. There's also the 
reassurance that SME usually support their 
products for thirty or forty years. Like the 
others here, the SM E comes without a 
tonearm. Our budget should be just enough 
for one fitted with a Rega or older SME arm. 
The l Oa model came fitted with a special arm 
derived from the 309. As with the turntable 
itself, SME arms can literally last a lifetime. 
Clearly, if you're after a long-term choice, the 
'10 is the best option here.

Four very different turntables, then, but each 
with something special to offer. If you're 
planning to upgrade then the Roksan and VPI 
offer the greatest scope. The Clearaudio is the 
most eccentric, but still charming. The SME will 
probably outlast them all, but isn't the last 
word in excitement. The choice is yours. HFC 

Dominic Todd 
Next month, tuner bargainsAbove: The legendary SME 10
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hifisound
THE BEST NEW PREMISES IN THE NORTH EAST 

OPEN 5TH JULY 2008

■■
■■

all images taken on location at

Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees TS18 1BZ 
0845 6019390

Avid, Chord, EAR, Estoteric, Martin Logan, Michell, NAIM, Pathos, Sugden, SME, Usher and many more



Heatherdale
eaudio limited DEFINITIVE AUDIO

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items
202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BN 14 OEJ 

Web: ^^w.hifi-stereo.com
E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com

Telephone: 01903 872288
Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

ITEM DESCRIPTION SALE NEW

Speakers
Acoustic Zen surround system, new (£7845) only £5875
B&W ASW 4000 sub woofer £795
B&W DM1800 speakers with stands £195
B&W DM640 floor standers £295
Quad 21L speakers, floor standers £350
New Acoustic Zen Adajio speakers £3995
New Alamarro M3 speakers £2695
Hales Transcendence 5 speakers £2895
Mordaunt Short MS5-40 speakers
Acoustic Zen Adagio Junior speakers + stands, new £3400
Acoustic Zen Adagio center speaker + stand £1625
Mission 753 speakers £349
Apogee Diva speakers, superb £3995
Ruark Templars, boxed £245

Pre-Amps
Audio Note M8 pre-amp with phone/remote £7995
Wavac PR-Tl 3 box pre amp as new. (£23500) £10750

Proceed PAV pre-amp
Trichord Dino phono stage with large PSU £275

Amplifiers
Wavac MD- 805M monos (£16500) AS NEW only £7950
Goldmund SRM-250 mono's (£6590) new £4995

John Shearne Phase 2 integrated amp £395
Kora triode l OOSB mono power amps (pair) £3495
Nakamichi amp l cass'deck 2 with CD 3 £795
Audio Note OTO integrated amp £495
Bel Canto EVO 2 power amp £1295
Musical Fidelity a308 integrated amp £895

Roksan Caspian mono blocks superb/boxed £1295
Yamaha DSP-E800 processor/3 eh amp £175

CD Players & DAC's
Galdmund Eidos 18 CD/SACD player (£3195) NEW
Marantz CD-873 CD player
Sony CDP M4l CD player

£2495
£65
£60

Miscellaneous
Zen Acoustics Ref 3mtr' pair speaker cable £795
lsoclean Power 50A l 11 US power block/filter, new £850
Sony FM/AM ST-SE370 tuner £75Aiwa AD-F450 cassette deck £45 
Technics ST-61OL tuner £65
Sany ST-SE570 tuner £60
Winds electronic stylus gauge £425
Revox B760 tuner £195
Selection NEW Madrigal CZ gel balanced interconnect@ 30% discount

Turntables and associated gear
Dynavector 507 Mk. 2 arm (new) £1995

Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Vittetri speakers, SME, 
Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

Hovland Pincus 1 m interconnect £450
Hovland G.8 2m interconnect £700
XLO/PRO 100 Low impedance 1 m interconnect £250
Siltech ^MXT professional 1 m interconnect £250
Finite Etemente Pagode wall shelf. Black/high polish. Boxed.
Transparent MusicWave Ultra XL speaker coble, Bft.

£550

Terminated with spade connectors. Boxed.
Living Voice Auditorium II Maple.

£750 £2300

New but slight cosmetic imperfection. £1500 £2100
Tannoy Kensington. Mahogany. 2 yrs old, perfect cond, as new. £4000 £6500
AN UK DAC 4.1 balanced. 4 yrs old £3500
Madone XMll - Exotic Japanese 6550 Integrated amplifier £4000
Magnum Dynalab MD101 Tuner £600
Magnum Dynalab MDl 0 Surround Decoder £200
Bryston SPl .7 Surround processor/preamp with remote £2000
Canary 309 Monos 50w parallel push/pull 300B's - Boxed £4000 £10K+
Audio innovations L2 preamp • standard unit^ serviced £450
Audion Sterling KT88 S.E - boxed - VGC. Bargain £450
Border Patrol 3008 SE with Western Electrics • 4 weeks use £3750 £5750
Canary 608 integrated amp with comprehensive Living Voice upgrade £2500 £4000
Cairn 4808 integrated amp with remote control - boxed - as new £550 £1200
RS. Audio power supply £400
Monopulse 42A Floorstanding loudspeakers - Caramel. Boxed - VGC £600 £1495
Stax headphones £200
Quadraspire 4 level equipment table - cherry £180
JPS Superconductor 1 m set £500
JPS Superconductor Petite 2m set

VDH Various MC cartridges -
£200

Frogs, Grasshoppers, Colibris. 10 - 150 hrs use please call
Hovland HP100 pre-amplifier - factory updated - loved and spotless £2700
Kuzma Airline tonearm - Kondo silver internal and external lead • ouch £3500 £7500
Canary 303 monos 22 watts 3008 with Living Voice upgrade £3500 £7500
Lavardin PE Reference line preamplifier - 1 lady driver - perfect £1500 £2400
Audionet Art V2 CD player - perfect, as new - 6 months old £1500 £2500
Audionet SAM integrated amplifier - perfect, as new - 6 months old £1500 £2500

Sugden A21 Poweramplilier -class A -solid state £500 £950
EAR 534 SOW EL34 I EAR 864 £2750 £4800

stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com


At last! Two great ways 
to learn new PC skills

All new, improved and better than ever!

Slash your bills online

z ista shortcuts 
f romtheweb 
ir terinOif ice 

1 ''a made easy

"How can I 
make my PC 
go faster?"
Five-minute guide p74

minutes 
of video 
guides

Fix 1 
Vista 
in only 3 steps

1 £665

1O3Windows timesavers 
Work faster and , ..
lunarterwith W

Isential

Learn new

woes
Network 
problems 
solv^

PC ADVICE IN 
PLAIN ENGLISH 
Our jargon-free guides 
k help you do more

with your PC A

11 essential video . 
lessons to help you \ 
do more with your PC \
✓ Cut Windows start times 
✓ Encode video the easy way 
✓ Get to grips with Vista

Converters SX^^suite ■Registryefegtods

TWO!
FREE DISC OF 

VIDEO LESSONS 
Watch our videos and 

learn new skills the 
■ > easy way! A

PCAnswers explains everything in plain English every month
Grab your copy today at www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk

http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk


THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE AOS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words, 

remembering to include your phone number and county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email to: hifidassifieds@futurenetxo.uk.
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 
2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

FOR SALE
ALCHEMIST KRAKEN 50-watt Class A amplifier. Nexus CD player, perfect, one owner, (£650) offers. Marantz CD-63SE CD player. One owner, perfect, bargain £100. 07860 539705 or digicolin@aol.com (London) 
ARCAM ALPHA 9 CD player, including box, instructions and remote. £450. 01246 261699 (N. Derbys).
ARCAM ALPHA 9 integrated amplifier, £100. Arcam Alpha 9 power amplifier, £100. Denon TU-260 II tuner, £50. Audioquest Indigo bi-amp cable, 3.5m, £50. All in excellent condition.01923 243043 (Herts)
ARCAM A65+ DiVA integrated amp in mint condition, only two years old, original box, manual and remote, £200. 07986 353546 (Bolton) 
ARCAM A70 amplifier, hardly used, boxed, mint, £350. Chord Rumour 2 speaker cable, eight metre pair, £39. Chord Crimson interconnects, boxed, £19. 01903 243806 (W Sussex) 
AUDIOLAB 8000C/ P amps (UK made), Audiolab 8000DAC, Russ Andrews/Campaign Audio Design mains cables, Chord Company interconnect and speaker cables, Marantz CD50SE and Aiwa ADF880 cassette deck. Offers. 07973 767212 (Birmingham).
B&W DM601 S3 speakers and Apollo stands. £100. 07917 058915 (Oxon)
B&W DM7 MK 1 speakers, £70. Lumley Reference LVl, new Mui lards just fitted, £250. 0191 417 1669 (after 6pm) (Tyne and Wear).
B&W LCR60 S3 centre speakerin Sorrento, f150. CastleCompact Cube active subwoofer

Above: Cyrus CD8x CD player with PSX-R power supply

in maple, £200. M&K K7 surround speaker in black, £150. All excellent condition in box. 07891 783747 (Lanes) 
BELDEN 83803 mains cable, 15 metres with Clipsal and Wattgate 320i plugs , as used on Clearer Audio. Two available, £60. 01639 774144 (S. Wales).
CASTLE HARLECH S2 speakers, immaculate in maple, boxed. (fl,000) £550. 01525 861014 (Worcs).
CHAPTER TWO PLUS power amp - world's bestl (£5,500) £2,295. Boxed, manuals. Densen BlOO, integrated amp, £350. Densen B300 power amp, £550. Atlas Elektra interconnects.07973 189538 (London) 
CLASSIC HI-FI Meridian MCD player, A&R A60 amp, Mission 720 speakers with stands, all good condition. Pure Sub1 brand new, offers.07766 586388 (Norfolk) 
CONSONANCE 2.2 Reference CD Player, RCA Valve and direct balance outputs. Cherry wood and chrome finish. Philips Pro transport. Boxed, instructions. (fl,295) £675 01634 842874 (Kent)
CYRUS CDSX/ PSX-R, both units as new, few months old, quart2 silver, remote, boxes etc. CD8X, £595. PSX-R £295.Together, £795. 01462 680262 (Herts).
CYRUS CDSX/ PSX-R Silver finish, immaculate condition, £700. 01424 442225 or 07910 224018 (E. Sussex)

DYNAUDIO CENTAUR 1.3 Mk2 speakers and Chord Rumour 2 speaker cable, five metres, £350. 07521 750445 (Birmingham). 
ELITE ROCK turntable, c/w Excalibur arm and damping trough. Unused since Audio Origami rewire and bearing check. New belt. No cartridge. Excellent condition. Offers around £500. 01483 747881 (Surrey).
ICON STEREO 35 watts per channel, 300B power amp. Used one week; doesn't suit speakers, £900. 01803 523552 (Devon).
ISOTEK SIGMAS mains conditioning unit. Mint condition, complete with original box and packaging. Hi-Fi Choice Gold Award winner (2007) issue. Six high-quality, individually filtered outlets. Eighteen months old. (£1,000) £595. 07899 808918 (London).
KEF C95 speakers. Matched pair in immaculate condition. Floorstanding. Teak finish. Beautiful sound, £120 ono.
BUYING TIPSBuying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods I

01842 862979. Email: l ands@onetel.com (Suffolk).
KEF Q7 floorstander speakers, black, mint, boxed, (£800) f250ono. Pioneer DV-668AV DVD/SACD player, all regions, vgc, boxed, (£550) £175, 01926 402824 or pcs9@hotmail.co.uk (Warwick) 
LINN LP12 Valhala, Nirvana, Akito, Ortofon FL25. 48 k serial number, serviced Nov 2006, £550 0797 204 8050 (Berks). 
MANA MINI TABLE, £50. Pro-Ject phono box, £25. 01323 723292 (E Sussex).
MARANTZ COBO disc player (new laser). Linx Nebula amp. Aiwa ADF810 tape deck and Wharfedale speakers and stands, f500ono. 02476 849270 (Coventry).
MARANTZ SA-15 SI SACD player, mint, boxed, manual and remote. Genuine reason for sale, f799ono. 07708 431963 (Cheshire).
MARK LEVINSON 390S CD player, all original, box, manual, 
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[ 2nd Hand Nifi Buyer ] Private ads
I

^^^■for sale

still under guarantee, only two years old, looks brand new. 07920 538813 (London).
MARTINLOGAN SEQUEL 2 electrostatic hybrid speakers, only £850. Sansui TU-719 classic analogue tuner, £65. Yamaha KX-580 cassette deck, £50. All superb condition sonically/ /cosmetically. 07853 498379 
(E . Sussex).
MclNTOSH MCD201 CD/SACD player, excellent condition with manufacturer's warranty, £2,400. Shunyata Hydra-2, £240. Shunyata power cables, £120 each. 07810 434589 (Glasgow).
MERIDIAN DIGITAL THEATRE comprising: 506, 565, 562, DSP5000(24/96), 5000C, 01500 (sub), Cyrus rear amp, Mission rear speakers. All excellent condition, all books, some boxes.(£13,000), £5,500. 07771 508444 day, 01205 722000 eves/weekend (Lines).
MICHELL ORBE SE(DC version), Origin Live Encounter Mkll. Ortofon Rohman cartridge. All mint, boxed, £2,400. Buyer collects. 01384 394441 (W. Mids)
MISSION 782 floorstanding loudspeakers, beech finish, boxed, immaculate condition, £200ovno. 01689 828680 (Kent)
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 CD player, £300. Plus CD Enhancer, £150. 01438 221477 (Herts) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY AS CD player, as new (not yet run in). Going over to vinyl, £900, no offers. 01268 415 017 (Essex).

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us, please email hifidassifieds@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form■ below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly also include your telephone number and home county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.

I Name Advert i sement
I Address_______________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
It Daytime telephone ________ _______ ___________________ _________ ____________________ ___  _____________ _________
I Date__________________________________________________ _________________________________ _______________________

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcom be Street, London NWl 6NW.

MUSICAL FIDELITY KWDM2S CD player, mint, f2,500ono.Cyrus DAC XP, E 1,200ono. 01744 782173 (Merseyside).
MUSICAL FIDELITY ELECTRA E 101 integrated amp. Pro-Ject Xpression 1 turntable, unused. both in perfect condition. 07762 021618 (E Sussex).
MYRYAD MP100 preamp and MA240 poweramps (x3). All boxed and mint condition.Preamp f250. Power amps f450 each or near offers. Will split 07736 280018 (N Yorks) 
NAIM COX serial no. 152856, excellent condition, boxed.Nairn NAC82 serial no. 180328, excellent condition, boxed.Both items priced to sell f750 each, or E 1,400 for both. 01509 260537 (Leics).
ORANGE AUDIO valve preamp, handmade in Germany with Sovereign Valves, Bartolomeo Aloia Transparenza ST-140 audio amplifier handmade in Italy, Magnum Dynalab FT-101 tuner, handmade in Canada. All items are finished black. Sensible offers only. Phil 07730 808899 (Cobham, Surrey).
PMC FB1+ speakers, superb sound. Natural Ash finish. Mint condition and original packaging, f750. 029 2031 6934(Cardiff) 
REGA APOLLO CD player, silver, mint condition, f375ono. ATC SCM 10 excellent mini-monitor loudspeakers, walnut, vgc, f225. Both products well reviewed. 01480 860075 (Cambs) 
ROGERS LS3/ SA loudspeakers with matching stereo ABl subwoofer/stands (fl,200), 

f600. Vintage AKG C12A nuvistor microphone, variable polar diagram, perfect working order, offers. 0131 551 6123 (Edinburgh).
ROKSAN KANDY MKlll silver, f350. B&W 804S, new in box, still under warranty, fl,900ono. Marantz CD-63 Kl Sig, f250.Marantz CD-17 Kl Sig, silver, latest spec, f400. 020 8684 1274 (Surrey).
ROTEL RCD-06 CD player Latest model, boxed, (f350) f150. 01384 412234 or email: lee-t@lycos.co.uk 01384 412234(W. Mids)
RUARK SABRE Ill speakers. Rich walnut veneer, f900 new in 2006. HFC Best Buy. Lively and detailed, can demonstrate. Mint and boxed, f500. 01970 615386(Wales).
SONY DVP-NS999ES DVD/ CD/SACD player, progressive scanning, champagne gold finish, ES build quality, excellent condition, ( E 1,000) f350. 01243 528010(W. Sussex).
SONY TA-F3000ES Esoteric series amplifier, exc++, boxed, E 195. Heybrock HBS 1 speaker stands, suit larger standmounts, exc, E30. NAO 4020A FM/AM tuner, f25. 01706 345418, mail@rodtheoba Id.force9.co.uk. (Lanes)
SOUNDCARE captive spikes. Suit floorstanders. Fantastic upgrade, all the benefits of spikes without the damage' Ideal for wooden floors/carpets. (f70), f40. 01235 762171 (Oxon) 
SPENDOR BC1 speakers, teak with matching trolleys. Tops 

need repolishing and one grille slightly damaged at edge. Only flOO the pair. Buyer collects. 01892 528699 (Kent).
SPENDOR BC1 (1978) with Spender stands (2006). Faulty bass unit in one speaker. As replacement unobtainable, they are offered for spares. Buyer collects, offers.01234 712988(Beds).
SUGDEN A21AL Class A amp, excellent condition, factory serviced, original packing, £525. 01403 255153 or email: richermail@aol.com (W. Sussex). 
TOTEM ARRO floor.standers.Totem Dreamcatcher centre, Totem Lynx dipole rears, all maple, boxed, mint(£2,400), £l,450 07891 533084 (W. Glams)
USHER BE 718S four months old, piano black, pristine condition, awesome sound and build quality, (£l,600) £l,275. 01822 860174/07771 701082 or email brockhillpayne@aol.com (Devon)
VAN DEN HUL CS122 speaker cable with Airloc banana plug connectors both ends, 2x8m lengths, (£lO/m) £75. Spare Quad 99 remote control, £25. Spare Primare CDI 10 remote control, £25. 023 8073 8935 (Hants).
WANTED Audiolab 8000P power amp, 'E' serial number, with manual and box. Also Chord Odyssey 2 speaker cables 2x3 m, Chord Chameleon Silver Plus interconnect (RCA) and PMC DB 1 speaker wall brackets. 01234 302769 (Beds) 
WANTED Cambridge P40 amp (black) 1987, Dual System 2 (Separates from 1982), Marantz HD445 speakers. 01554 752275, between 12- 1 pm (Dyfed).
WANTED Music library, LPs and 10" records from the 1960s and 1970s and related catalogues. 07807 866672 (Northants).
WANTED Top-quality hi-fi seperates and complete systems: Nairn, Linn, Cyrus, Meridian, Ar.cam etc. Fast, friendly response and willing to travel/pay cash. 07815 892458(Essex)
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In-depth reviews of the most vital 
new kit, including...

Give this farm (or a photocopy) ta your local newsagent ta guarantee your awn copy of 

Hi-Fi Choice reaches you every month

PLEASE RESERVE ME A COPY OF HI-FI CHOICE EVERY MONTH
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Address...........................................................................................

lsoTek IEC mains connector worth £50 when you subscribe this month...

Contact telephone no.................................................................. .

Contact your magazine wholesaler ta order Hi-Fi Choice

ISSUE 310 SEKEEMBER 2008 ON SALE 24 JULY 2008

® Arcam FMJ CD37 CD player
® Audio Technica ATH-WSOOO headphone^^^^MB^^^
® Cyrus CD8SE CD player J||
® Vita Audio R4 one-box system
® n Majik LP12 turntable
® PMCi loudspeakers /hr Jr /
® Kudos C30 loudspeaker '■''as^F f

Plus...
Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, not to mention the latest 
hi-fi news, views and features ... And much, much more!
BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL Hl•FI
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Analogue Seduction (Peterborough) 
Audio Workshop (Norwich)
Brady’s HiFi (Warrington)
Oxford Audio Consultants (Oxford)
Progressive Audio (Kent)
Sound HiFi (Dartmouth) 
Tom Tom Audio (St. Albans) 
Turntable World (Darlington)
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01865 790879
01634 389004
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We’re not trying to give the most. We’re trying to lose 

the least. That was John Bowers’ philosophy 40 years 
ago, and it lives on in our new 600 Series. Speakers that 
neither add to, nor take away from, the original sound. That 
requires world-class science - and extremely experienced 
ears. Because once we’ve selected exactly the right 
components, we begin the long, careful process of tuning. 
Listening and refining, over and over. Until the frequencies 
combine to conjure a sound so true, so alive, you want to 
reach out and touch it. Dr John Dibb, Senior Development 
Engineer and Fellow of the Society of Sound, on the new 
600 Series.
Visit the Society of Sound at www.bowers-wilkins.com

B&W Bowers&Wilkins
Listen and you’ll see

http://www.bowers-wilkins.com
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