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Electra S

Focal JMLab UK 0845 660 2680

When Focal wanted to follow the 
success of the Electra Be range with 
a speaker line with similar attributes 
but at a substantially lower price, the 
challenge seemed at first very difficult.
After all, the Be has proved to be the 
perfect speaker for many music 
lovers - and altering a classic recipe 
does not always guarantee savoury 
results.
In the end, the answer proved very 
simple. Change very little.
A new tweeter; an AUMg alloy unit 
in place of the exotic beryllium dome. 
and a simpler finish choice of Classic 
(left) or Macassar Ebony.
And that's about it - apart from the 
smaller price tag of course.
Simple.

info@focal-uk.com www.focal-uk.com

J

mailto:info@focal-uk.com
http://www.focal-uk.com


Electra Be

Accept no compromise ....
Electra 1037 Be

"A phenomenal balance of musical virtues"............
" Somewhere in the design process, someone wound the fun control round towards its end-stop"...... .
"The results are astounding".................

Hi-Fi + July 2007

''The Focal Electra 1037Be offers superb measured performance.... That on-room response. one of the best I 
have encountered. Wow!" 

“Transients were faster than sharp, approaching the ease, physicality and true speed that lets 
you know, even from down the block or round the corner, that you're hearing live music, 
not a recording".
Siereophile July 2007

Electra 1027 Be 

" A beautifully sweet and sparkling top end, suffused with the finest and most 
delicate detail"..

" There's no shortage of deep bass weight or gravitas here" ...
" It's a remarkable speaker for the money" ... ----------------

Hi-Fi Choice 
Hi-Fi Choice 
Hi-Fi Choice 
HiFi Critic

Feb 2006 - Editor's choice award
July 2006 - Best buy
Sept 2006 - Component of the year < £5,000
Dec 2006 - Speaker of choice < £6000

the Spirit of SoundFor full reviews please visit our website : www.focal-uk.com

http://www.focal-uk.com


Mail Order Accessories Solutions for better music & movies

www.russandrews.com 0845 345 1550

BEST BUY

April2008

A clear upgrade 
for the price

WHAT HIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

PowerMax Plus™ £29.95 for Im

"... improved clarity, smoother 
highs and weightier bass. Stereo 
imaging becomes more expansive, and 
the equipment's presentation sounds 
cleaner and more precise"

PowerMax Plus™, What Hi-Fi? Sound and 
Vision, April 2008.

Our multi award-winning PowerMax 
Plus™ mains cable features custom- 
designed nickel-plated mains and IEC 
connectors and we've perfected a 
technique of mechanically attaching the 
cable to the plugs.
PowerMax Plus™ helps to improve the 
performance of your CD or DVD player 
and Hi-Fi or Home Cinema amp by 
improving its connection to the mains 
supply - resulting in even better music 
and movies!
Buy online at
www.russandrews.com/powermax 
or phone us on 0845 345 1550.
PowerMax Plus™ mains cable is covered 
by our 60-Day Home Trial - meaning that 
you can audition it in your own system at 
home for up to two months!

Dec 2006

"Tweaks to such important areas 
as detail, bass extension and 
treble sweetness add up to a more 
appealing sound overall."
Original PowerMax™ cable, 
Hi-Fi Choice, issue 288

Not just mains cables...
Our range of award winning products includes 
interconnects, speaker cables, equipment 
supports and accessories designed to extract 
the very best performance from your Hi-Fi or 
Home Cinema system.

Also consider...
The Classic PowerKord features Kimber's unique woven 
cable, and the option of the WATTGATE 320i IEC connector 
for an even better connection to your equipment.

"This is one of the best value mains leads we've heard... 
We defy anyone not to notice the improvement in 
performance when you switch from a free cable to
a PowerKord "
What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, May 2004

The Classic PowerKord™ 
with Wattgate™ 320i /EC £80 for 1m

Sept'01

.____________ HHI Choice

USTMAINS "'
UNDER £100

.........
*****

May'04

Want to know more? To request your copy of our FREE catalogue which is 
packed with tips, advice and unique products designed to get the very best 
from your Hi-Fi or Home Cinema, and a free copy of our quarterly magazine 
Connected to Music and Movies, go to www.russandrews.com/catalogue or 
call us on 0845 345 1550

KltvaER KABLE
Exclusive UK distributor Solutions for better music & movies
Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

http://www.russandrews.com
http://www.russandrews.com/powermax
http://www.russandrews.com/catalogue
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WHY WE'RE N0.1 FOR HI-FI

Dan George Editor

D REVIEWERS INCLUDE..THIS ISSUE'S EXPERT WRITE

HI-FI CHOICE SEPTEMBER 2008 ISSUE 310
Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW S? +44 (0)20 7042 4000

Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most 
thorough, no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

Hi-Fi Choice has just gut back from Italy. To be 
precise, Paul Messenger, Alvin Gold and the Ed took 
48 hours out of the schedule to indulge our passion 
for high-quality valve amps at the Unison Research 
factory in Treviso, just outside of Venice. Despite 
the oppressive heat wave, we managed to spend 
some quality time listening to Mahler and the

Rolling Stones on one of the finest valve-based systems money can 
buy. In fact, I’m thinking of remortgaging to finance the Reference 
pre/power amps and Opera Tebaldi speakers that were in the main 
demo room. If you’re ever in the Nottingham area, this superb system 
can (and should) be heard at Mayflower Sounds.

• We now publish 13 issues a year including a special edition, 
The Hi-Fi Awards - the most important annual awards in the 
hi-fi calendar. We also produce The Collection, a separate 
stand-alone special edition for the newsstand, dedicated to 
the finest hi-fi on the planet.

• Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, interviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers from the UK and around the world.

We didn’t come back empty-handed, either. We took the chance to 
borrow a Unico 100 integrated amplifier for review, the results of 
which can be seen in Jason Kennedy’s review on page 62. This 
wonderful Italian amplifier is the only ‘outsider’ in our otherwise 
nationalistic review line-up this month. And what an issue! On page 42, 
Richard Black brings you the world’s first review of the new Cyrus CD 8 
SE CD player, a machine that boasts some very clever proprietary 
technology that gets deeper into the music than ever before.

Paul Messenger has discovered a new reference speaker this month, 
too. He was so impressed with the new Kudos Cardea C30 (on page 58) 
that his existing reference speakers (which cost more than twice 
that of the £5,250 C30) have gone back to the manufacturer to make 
way for the new towers. The significance of this event is not to be 
taken lightly; for Paul to swop his main speakers is a big deal indeed 
and it’s a credit to Derek Gilligan of Kudos for making such a fine 
specimen. It looks as if Hi-Fi Choice’s forthcoming Awards issue is 
going to be very interesting...

We only review the most interesting and worthy new hi-fi 
components - high-performance audio products across a wide 
range of price points. We obtain more genuine hi-fi exclusives 
than any other magazine - if it's worthy of your attention, you'll 
read about it first in Hi-Fi Choice.

• Our tests are the most rigorous in the business, conducted by the 
UK's most experienced team of hi-fi reviewers.

• Alongside in-depth component reviews and accessory round-ups, 
every regular issue of Hi-Fi Choice features an Ultimate Group 
Test on a core hi-fi product category - from source components 
to amps and speakers.

Each Ultimate Group Test is conducted using a uniquely thorough 
three-step test regime. This consists of carefully controlled 'blind' and 
sighted listening sessions, a full set of laboratory tests and extended 
' hands on' testing by the primary reviewer. No other magazine goes 
to such lengths to ensure accurate comparative reviews.

• Components that best meet our exacting standards are listed 
in the Buyer's Bible section - the world's most reliable reference 
guide for the hi-fi buyer.

• That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...
The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

Beautiful in-house 
photography, so you see 
the product in all its glory

Cherry-picked kit - only — 
the most worthy 
components make it into 
Hi-Fi Choice

Comprehensive in-depth 
reviews - we give you the - 
full story

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside-------------------------------

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information

Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a product —

Wooden it be nice?

PAI
A former HFC editor, 
Paul has been writing 
about his beloved hi^fi 
hobby for nearly 30 
years. In that time he 
has become one of the 
world's most respected 
scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

HUGHES
With more than 40 
years as an enthusiast 
under his belt, Jimmy is 
one of the country's 
best known hi-fi experts 
His knowledge of 
system matching, hi-fi 
tweaking and record 
collecting is unmatched 
in the industry.

RK
Richard is a professional 
musician, recording 
engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot. He has 
a knack for writing 
about complicated 
subjects in a readable 
way - and he only 
writes for HFC.

Former editor of Hi-Fi 
Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the 
best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of 
the 1980s and 1990s. 
He currently edits hi-fi 
industry bible The 
British Audio Journal.

GOLD
Alvin has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In 
that time he has 
contributed his 
encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost 
every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides).

ALAN SlRCOf 
Alan began his 
journalistic career in the 
early 1990s. Now a 
successful freelancer, 
you too can benefit 
from his extensive hi-fi 
knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to 
the latest multichannel 
gear... and beyond.

Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be 
found in the wilds of 
Sussex indulging 
himself with the very 
best hi-fi money can 
buy. His own system is 
simply sensational and 
his love of music knows 
no bounds.

A highly experienced 
journalist, Dominic's 
sharp ears and retail 
experience are a 
valuable mix for HFC 
Each month, Dorn 
dispenses priceless 
second-hand buying 
advice that always 
comes in handy.

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business.

September 2008 | HI-FI CHOICE 5



SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY 

AND GET TWO CAMBRIDGE 
AUDIO PACIFIC INTERCONNECTS 

WORTH £60 FREE!
TURN TO P84 FOR FULL DETAILS 

8 Cambridge Audio ’



September 2008 [ Issue 310]

Buy or sell your hi-fi in our special 
second-hand section...
124 2nd-hand shootout -this issue, 

tuners from fSO to El 00
128 FREE Readers' classifieds

84
87

How to subscribe
Back issues

Our regular information service, 
including back issues, dealers guide, 
and the latest subscription offer

64 Black Rhodium Tango Bi-wire
64 Chord Company Carnival

IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS
42
46
50
52
57

Cyrus CD 8 SE CD player
Linn Majik LP12 turntable
Monitor Audio PL 100 speakers 
Arcam CD37 CD/SACD player
Vita Audio R4 one-box hi-fi system

NEWS AND FEATURES

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

ROUND-UP

READER SERVICES

Contents
9 PRODUCT NEWS
The juiciest new fruit from the hi-fi tree
14 HAPPENINGSHot stories from around Planet Hi-Fi
16 DISPATCHESThe hi-fi commentators with clout
23 COMPETITION
Win a Fatman 452 iTube valve amp
24 UNDERSTANDING... CHINA
An inside view of Chinese manufacturing

58
61
62

LOUDSPEAKER CABLES (BI-WIRE) £85-£275

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST
MONITOR LOUDSPEAKERS £700-£1,000
71 Acoustic Energy AE l 77 PMC DB 11
73 Amphion Ion L 79 Spendor S3/SR
75 KEF XQlO 81 Tannoy DC6

BUYER'S BIBLE
Ultimate guide to high-performance hi-fi 
and AV equipment, gathering together all 
our favourite products for you
Your shortlist starts here...
SOURCE COMPONENTS
94 CD players
96 DVD players
100 Vinyl
103 Radio tuners

28 CHOICE CUTS
New music rated by our experts
30 SHOW REPORT
The latest hi-fi news from the London
CEDIA Expo 2008
35 CHOICE MAIL
A selection of your letters and emails
38 ASK ALAN
New' Your hi-fi questions answered and 
your technical problems solved

Kudos Cardea C30 loudspeaker 
Atlas Mavros interconnect and 
speaker cable
Unison Research Unico 100 
integrated amplifier

65 Ixos XHS756
65 Wireworld Solstice 52

AMPLIFIERS104 Stereo amps
106 AV amps
LOUDSPEAKERS108 Stereo speakers
lll Subwoofers
ANCILLARIES113 Headphones
114 Cables
115 Stands and supports

116
123
130

Dealer Guide
Dealer Directory
What's coming up in the October 
issue on sale 21 st August
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TEAC's DR-HJOO DAB.
DVD/DAB Receiver - HDMI output with upscaling 
to I 080i and a USB input for MP3.
This little box of magic is a real multi-tasked. HDMI 
interface delivers superb digital quality pictures to your TV wrth 
matching sound quality. It also delivers music from almost any 
source: CD, DVD, Hybrid CD or DiVX Disc, MP3 files on a 
USB memory stick plus crystal clear DAB radio. Another 
winner from TEAC, it's all you'll ever need to go beyond your 
audio and visual expectations.

Don't just take our word for it:

^^
*****

"...it sounds better than everything else. 
And we're not talking 'slightly' here: 
we're talking 'lots'." Sept 2007 *****

WHAT HI Fl?

★ ★★★★

"Involving, weighty and detailed sound 
with CDs and radio; comprehensive 
specification." May 2007 *****

"Unbeatable value for money. Quality." 
Oct 2007 *****

www.teac.co.uk
Call on 0845 130251 I

The leaders in digital music

TEAC

http://www.teac.co.uk


audiofile
® NEWS

AUDIO RESEARCH CD5 •••

Legendary valve amp specialist launches new high-end disc spinner

Designed as both CD player and transport, Audio Research 
Corporation's new CDS CD player is a resolutely two-channel, 

16-bit device. The player, which replaces the well-received CD3 Mk II, 
can support normal 'Red Book' music CDs, CD-R/RW discs and hybrid 
SACDs, but it will not play back DVD-A, DVD-video or SACD-only discs. 
It's unclear whether the CDS will accept MP3 or WMA files on CD-R. 
This uncompromising stance is all part of the package, though, because 
the CDS is designed to do one thing only and do it brilliantly; play CDs. 

The CDS uses the hardcore Philips Pro2M laser mechanism, but builds 
upon its already butch strengths. The mech is mounted to a machined 
aluminum I-beam, using Audio Research's own proprietary mounting 
system and damping. This is designed to help reduce mechanical 
interference and jitter. That in its own right is impressive, but the 
I-beam itself is then bolted to a heavy, machined aluminum plate for 
even greater rigidity. New high-performance circuit board material 
and a new FET-based direct-coupled analogue output stage, with well- 
regulated supplies, are suggested to deliver better measured 
performance. In particular, Audio Research claims channel separation is 
improved from 92dB in the CD3 to 120dB for the CDS, while signal to 

noise ratio has gone from 90 dB to 114 dB. The CDS also pulls less from the 
mains supply than the CD3; drawing just 14 watts at idle compared to 26 
watts for its predecessor.

The macho Audio Research look remains essentially unchanged, though. 
The large case is dimensionally identical to its predecessor and the 
intervening years have seen the player put on just 400g in weight. Aside 
from a dimmable display, the only external difference between the two 
players is the model number. The CDS - again like its predecessor and like 
the top Reference CD7 model - features both balanced and single-ended 
audio outputs and both AES/EBU (XLR) and coaxial (BNC) digital 
audio links, making it admirably well featured.

Audio Research has not published the choice of DAC included in the CDS, 
but we can reliably assume it retains the same Crystal 24-bit DAC seen in 
both the predecessor and Reference CD7. This may help explain 
why those who have heard the new player feel it approaches the 
performance of ARC's leading CD spinner in many respects and is a 
significant improvement over the already very good CD3 Mk II. Expect a 
review in Hi-Fi Choice soon.
Price £4,600 Due now a 020 8971 3909 ® www.audioresearch.com

http://www.audioresearch.com


take me to your leema cc«

From the Valleys - to the Universe...
England

Audio Affair
Birmingham B9 4AA
T. 0800 520 0710
www.audioaffair.co.uk
support@audioaffair.co.uk

Fusion Guildford Audio
Wickham Market. Suffolk IP13 OAB Guildford. Surrey GU1 2RR
T: 01728 748471
www.fusionsv.co.uk
enquiries@fusionsv.co.uk

Oxford Audio Consultants
Oxford 0X1 1JD
Tel: 01865 790879
www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
tnfo@oxfordaudio.co.uk

Synergy AV Ltd.
Congleton Cheshire CW12 1JR
T 01260-280017
www.synergyav.co.uk
mail@synergyav.co.uk

Audio Destination
Tiverton. Devon EX16 6BL
T: 01884 243 584
www.audiodestination.co.uk
info@audiodestination.co.uk

T: 01483 537577
www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk

Progressive Audio
Rainham. Kent ME8 8QY
T: 01634 389004
www.progressiveaudio.co.uk
progressiveaudio@blueyonder.co.uk

The Green Room
Exeter. Devon EX2 8RG
T: 01392 425567
www.thegreenroomav.co.uk
info@thegreenroomav.co.uk

Analogue Seduction
Peterborough PE7 8DD
T: 01733 344768
www.analogueseduction.net
sales@analogueseduction.net

HighEndHiFi.co.uk
Spalding. Lincolnshire PE11 2TA
T: 01775 761880
www.highend-hifi.co.uk
djenvirogroup@btconnect.co.uk

R.J.F Audio Visual
Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8RE
T: 01209 710777
www.truesoundav.com
rjf@btconnect.com

Ultimate Home 
Entertainment Solutions
Stroud. Gloucestershire GL6 6YE
T: 0845 678 0787 
www.uhes.co.uk 
sales@uhes.co.uk

Cool Gales Ltd
Bath. Wiltshire BA2 6LU
T. 0800 043 6710
www.coolgales.com 

.uk admin@coolgales.com

Basically Sound & Vision 
Reymerston. Norfolk NR9 4QD 
T: 01362 820800
www.basicallysound.co.uk 
enquiries@basicallysound.co.

KJ West One
London W1G 8TY
T: 020 7486 8263
www.kjwestone.com
info@kjwestone.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Lincoln. Lincolnshire LN2 1HN
T. 01522 527397
www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
iincoln@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

VideoTech
Huddersfield. Kirklees HD1 2PT
T: 01484 516670
davidjacques_3@msn.com

Matt's HiFi - Salisbury 
Charlton-AII-Saints, 
Wiltshire SP5 4HQ 
T: 01725 513510 
www.mattshifi.co.uk 
sales@mattshifi.co.uk

Cymbiosis
Leicester LE1 5AW
T: 0116 262 3754
www.cymbiosis.com
peter@cymbiosis.com

Music Matters, Solihull
Solihull.
West Midlands B92 8JL
T: 0121 742 0254
www.musicmatters.co.uk
solihull@musicmatters.co.uk

Northern Ireland

Kronos Audio Visual
Dungannon. Co Tyrone BT70 1AR
T: 028 8775 3606
www.kronosav.co.uk
neil@kronosav.co.uk

Scotland LEEMA ACOUSTICS

Kevin Galloway Audio
Kilmarnock, Scotland
T: 01563 574185
www.kevingallowayaudio.co.uk
info@kevingallowayaudio.co.uk

Visit:
Phone:
Email:

www.leema-acoustics.com
+ 44 (0)1938 811900

info@leema-acoustics.com

BEAUTIFULLY ENGINEERED SOUND
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® NEWS

TIVOLI NETWORKS
Tivoli brings ground-breaking radio innovation to its class-leading sound

Tivoli Audio was hitherto best known for its table radios; easy 
to use products that supplied AM/FM and DAB without tying 

the listener down with the ephemera of radio airplay. Now, the 
company has done the same thing to the computer, thanks to its new 
innovative Networks radio system.

Networks taps into your wired or wi-fi home network and quickly 
turns your PC into a server. It allows you to access music stored on 
the PC, stream internet radio stations and play them through its 
single 90mm drive unit. It also sports a USB port to connect an 
MP3 player, has an optional DAB/FM tuner module and even 
comes with a digital clock and dual alarm function. Add a second 
Networks player in the house and you can stream two separate 
internet radio channels simultaneously. The player supports WMA, 
MP3 and RealAudio (Version 6) files and its software is fully 
upgradable should the need arise.

Tivoli also allows the user to search for internet radio stations from 
its own dedicated website, which includes a handy world map, so that 
you can know precisely when that LA breakfast show with live music 
will broadcast here in the UK. The company has even included what it 

calls a 'SuperBuffer' in the Networks device, potentially minimising 
the number of drop-outs that can sometimes plague internet radio 
through less than robust broadband lines.

It's easy to dismiss this important source of music as 'computer 
audio', but this really misses the point of the Networks product. The 
unit acts as an easy to install 'hub' for your listening, allowing you to 
pull in radio stations that would otherwise be out of reach through 
conventional means. Want to tune-in to that Cape Cod radio station 
you remember from your US holiday? It can done. You want to know 
what's Number One in Jo'burg? It's just a spin on the dial away. Tivoli 
packages the whole world of internet radio, plus virtually any audio 
files on your computer, and makes them as easy to access as tuning 
from Radio One to Radio Five Live.

As ever, the Tivoli concept is extendable. A standalone Networks box 
can be upgraded by adding a second speaker (pictured) to make it 
stereo, a subwoofer for 2.1 channel sounds and even the Tivoli CD 
player to make a complete system grow from just the one box. Plus, of 
course, you can always add more units. Expect a review next issue.
Price £500 Due Now m 01279 501111 • www.tivoli-audio.co.uk

http://www.tivoli-audio.co.uk
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DYNAUDIO EXCITE
Danish loudspeaker expert 
Dynaudio has begun a

transformation, replacing the 
popular Audience series products 
with the new Excite series. The new 
range currently comprises two
standmount speakers, two floorstanders 
and a centre channel unit. Although the 
Audience range is currently 12-strong, 
expect more Excite models in time. Top of 
the new Excite Series is the X36, a slim 
three-way, four-driver floorstander, 
claimed to deliver bass down to 35Hz. 
The Excite X32 floorstander and the two 
standmounts (X12 and XI6) are all two
way loudspeakers, the X32 sporting 
a pair of 145mm bass units, while 
the standmounts have a single 
145mm or 180mm driver. All four speakers are available in maple, cherry, 
rosewood or black ash real wood veneers.
Price £599 (Excite X12) to £2,000 (Excite X36) per pair Due now 
a 01908 237936 w www.dynaudio.com H

CHORD ELECTRONICS CHORDETTE GEM
It s a sign of just how important Bluetooth has become that a company with 
audiophile credentials like Chord Electronics should develop the Chordette Gem. 

Designed to integrate with existing hi-fi systems, the Gem is a wi-fi device that allows you 
to stream music to a line-level stereo output. The Gem relies on the A2DP (Advanced 
Audio Distribution Profile) format to deliver high-quality digital data, which can be

INFINITY CLASSIA
Replacing the company's Beta range, the new
Classia loudspeakers from Infinity comprise six

models, two of which are ideal for hi-fi applications. 
The C205 is a two-way standmount while the C336 is a 
three-way floorstander. Both feature Infinity's unique 
CMMD (ceramic on aluminium) drivers, a 25mm tweeter
and a single 133mm bass driver on the C205, with the 
same tweeter, a lOOmm midrange and three l65mm 
bass units on the larger C336. Centres, dipoles and two 
subs complete the range.
Price £TBA Due now m 01707 278100 et www.infinitysystems.corn

processed using the Gem's on-board 24-bit DAC. Not all phones and 
players support the A2DP protocols, however, as it's still a fledgling 
technology. The Gem can connect with devices up to 30m from its aerial 
and includes a USB port connecting to PCs without going wireless.
Price £399 Due now s 01622 721444 » www.chordelectronics.co.uk

. Ui

ESOTERIC SA-10 AND Al-10
To celebrate Esoteric's 20'h birthday last year, the 
company has finally released its one-box SACD/ 

CD player and matching digital integrated amplifier 
in the UK, both at a new low price for the brand.

The SA-10 player sports Esoteric's Vertically
- aligned Optical Stability Platform transport 

mechanism, a 24-bit/192kHz DAC and 
hardcore clocking technology. The 150-watt 
Al-10 can take a digital signal, using the 
same word-syncing clocking skills on its 
clever built-in Texas Instruments PWM 
digital converter.
|Price: £2,495 (SA-10); £2,395 (Al-10) 
Due now a 01727 865488|@ www.tea c.co m / esote ric
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AMPHION PRIO AND ARGON
Finland's most prodigious loudspeaker brand has announced 
a mid-priced model in its Prio range and another revised 

speaker to mark the company's lOth anniversary. The new Prio 510 
standmount speaker sports a 25mm titanium tweeter, a l35mm 
Nomex bass driver and Amphion's waveguide. The new Argon2 
Anniversary standmount draws from the company's Krypton project, 

featuring an 'integrator' titanium dome tweeter and a 165mm aluminium bass cone, sourced from Norwegian 
driver expert SEAS. The standard Argon2 will run concurrently with the Anniversary model.

recognising 
that hi-fi
products are 
often hard to

screen filled Richer
Sounds shop these days, Cambridge Audio is 
now offering a 30-day money-back 
guarantee on all its 700 and 800 Series 
Azur products.
a 0845 900 1230

demonstrate in-, k..«, ÍI-.+

Price £900 (Prio 510); £1.2 00 (Argon2 Anniversary) perpair Due now Ii 01623 517000
• www.amphion.fi

KRELL EVOLUTION 707
Having spent more than two years in 
development, Krell' s new surround 

preamp/home cinema processor is the first to 
support HDMI 1.3 inputs. The 22.Skg Evolution
707 is claimed to deliver a level of performance in 
line with that of Krell' s Evolution 2 flagship stereo 
preamplifier. Like the Evolution 2, the 8.4 channel 
707 uses Krell' s own CAST (Current Audio Signal 
Transmission) topology and also features balanced 
and single-ended inputs and outputs and a 16-bit 
balanced resistor ladder volume control.
Price £POA Due now a 020 8971 3909 
• www.krellonline.com

AYRE KX-R

©
Ayre we go again । Following in the footsteps 
of the company's K-1 preamplifier (still 
popular after 12 years), the new KX-R flagship 
preamp is a fully balanced, zero-feedback design. 
I nnovative features include the company's Variable 

Gain Transimpedance (VGT) amplification circuit, 
which eliminates the need for a 
conventional attenuator volume 
control and the 'fly-by-wire' 
control architecture. With four 
balanced and four single-ended 
inputs, the KX-R line preamp is 
said to be an ideal partner for 
the company's well-received 
MX-R monoblock amplifiers.
Price £10,990 Due now

•

•

BLACK RHODIUM has a new HDMI cable, or 
two. The new Sapphire HDMI lead comes in 
two forms standard (good enough for today's 
HDMI 1.3a) and high-speed (futureproofed 
for HDMI 1.3b use). One metre Sapphires 
cost £40 and £75 respectively, 
a 01332 342233

PURE digital has 
announced its most 
affordable DAB 
radio to date, 
the ONE Mini. 
A variant of 
the Pure ONE, 
this 16 preset 
player includes a
rechargeable battery option and comes in 
black or white for just £40. 
a 0845 1489001

Ii 01727 865488
• www.ayre.com

SYSTEM AUDIO has launched the TSI, a 
handy £40 stand the size of a teacup that 
sits underneath centre speakers. By twisting 
the aluminium TSI, it can angle your 
loudspeaker so that its tweeter is in the 
perfect listening plane, 
a 01727 865488

ORIGIN LIVE has 
announced a new *
performance mat, 
which is claimed 
to improve the
performance of all turntables. The 
1.5mm thick mat is made from, well, we 
don't know, because that's confidential. The 
price isn't; the mat will cost £49. 
a 02380 578877

Price £4,000 Due now a 01622 721444 «o www.chordelectromcs.co.uk H

CHORD ELECTRONICS QBC76 
©Chord Electronics' ability to create pithy, 

easy to remember names took a nosedive 
with the launch of the company's new 
QBC76 Bluetooth DAC. Featuring field 
programmable gate array (FRGA) circuits - | 
1 25million of them to be precise - to 
control every parameter of the converter, JIBl 
the QBC76 sports a fifth-generation Pulse ‘1BL 
Array DAC and a WTA algorithm filter at 
its core. Enhancements to the phase locked loop, ■ 
improved clocking, Bluetooth and conventional digital 
audio capacities and a deep RAM buffer all help.

RUSS ANDREWS 
new Crystal 24 
speaker cable 
uses a braided 
layout like 
Kimber 8TC, but 
as the name 
suggests, with 
24 wires instead 
of 16. Hyper- 
pure copper, 
Teflon coating
and WBT terminals abound. Prices from 
£525 for a 2.5m pair, 
a 0845 3451550
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® HAPPENINGS

® Hi•Fi Diary
Vinyl turns 60

SEPTEMBER
3-7 CEDIA Expo 2008

Colorado Convention Centre, 
Denver CO, USA 
www.cedia.net/expo 
(trade only)

18-21 Top Audio Video Show

Atahotel Quark, Milan, Italy 
www.topaudio.it

19-21 London Sound & Vision Show

Park Inn, Heathrow 
www.chestergroup org

24-27 Hi-Fi Show 2008
Hotel Holiday Inn, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
www.clubedoaudio.com.br

OCTOBER
3-5 High End 2008 Show

I ns Congress Hotel, Moscow, Russia 
wwwhifishow .ru

10-12 Rocky Mountain Audio Fest
Marriott Denver/Hyatt Regency Tech 
Center, Denver CO, USA 
www.audiofest.net

12 Audiojumble 2008
The Angel Leisure Centre, 
Tonbridge, Kent 
www.audiojumble.co.uk

31-02 Stuff Live/What Hi-Fi Show

ExCeL London
www.bestofstuff.co.u k

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2009
31-1 Smartlife North

Radisson Hotel
Manchester Airport 
wwwchestergroup.org

20-22 Sound & Vision: The Bristol Show
Marriot City Centre Hotel
Bristol
BS l 3AD

www.bristolshow.co.uk

©The 60th anniversary of the first 33.1/3 rpm vinylite Long Player (LP) 
has recently been celebrated in June. Columbia Records fired the 

frst salvo in the format war that was to eliminate the 78rpm Shellac 
disc on June 21st 1948. Vinyl's ability to offer significantly longer 
playing time on a record that was far more robust than Shellac, 
ensured that the older format's days were numbered. RCA initially 
decided to go its own way with 45rpm vinyl LPs in 1949, but ended 
up switching to 33.1 /3 within a year'.

On vinyl's 40th anniversary the New York Times wrote: "who can 
doubt that the LP's hegemony is over, already ceded to the compact 
disk7". Readers of Hi-Fi Choice...that's who!

Audio-only Blu-ray
©Norwegiar label 2L has released the first music-only Siu-ray disc in

' Divertimenti' by TrondheimSolistene. This album "of the finest and most 
technically challenging repertoire for string orchestra" is supplied on Siu-ray and 
SACD with stereo and 5.1 mixes on both discs. The Blu-ray disc features the S.l mix 
on four formats: DTS HD Master, Dolby True HD, Dolby Digital and 24bit/192kHz 
LPCM. The latter being the first example of a 192kHz multichannel recording to be 
made commercially available.

The recording was made in Norway and consists of pieces composed by Britten,
Bartok, Bacewicz and Bjorklund. HFC's Alvin Gold has a copy, too so keep an eye out for a review soon.

Radial revealed
©Sussex-based loudspeaker maker Harbeth is sharing the secret of its exclusive Radial loudspeaker cone 

technology. The material, developed over ten man-year's by Harbeth’s designer and MD Alan Shaw, is 
based on a formula which Harbeth claims makes it the only cone material developed specifically for audio 
purposes. Most plastic cones are polypropylene, but Radial's secret is that its polymers are kept separate so 
that sounds are not lost as heat from friction between the molecular chains. Shaw says that "Turning sound 
into heat is the worst possible scenario for a hi-fi listener, because you can't reverse the heat back into 
sound - it is lost forever." He adds, "You can compare conventional cones to jelly babies, and Harbeth’s 
Radial to a hard, boiled fruit drop. Fingers - or sound waves - easily bend jelly babies out of shape and take 
a long time to recover. Our Radial cone is much stiffer and doesn't lock-up sound waves as micro-heat - 
hence a cleaner more open sound in the finest details of the music."
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US military fi^ts ROHS
©Vance Anderson, Chief of Microelectronics Activity for the US military has 

warned of reliability and longevity problems with the EU ROHS (restriction of 
hazardous substances) Directive. His concerns surround the reliability and longevity of 
lead-free circuits in military hardware, where failures can be literally life-threatening. 
The US has not passed ROHS-type regulations, but similar legislation is underway in 
the State of California and the far east, where most PCB construction is done.

THIS MONTH, HFC TALKS TO...

According to Graham Jarrett at Arcam, the fact that audio electronics are not subject 
to the same environmental strains as those used by the military means that reliability 
has not suffered as a result of the change to ROHS compatibility. There were concerns

KALLE HVIDT NIELSEN 
Job Title: CEO
Company: Bang & Olufsen

at the beginning of the changeover that tin whiskers (little stalactites of tin
sticking out of lead free solder) 
would cause shorts, but this 
fear has proved to be 
unfounded. Jarrett goes 
so far as to say the 
"changeover will 
not impact on
reliability".

Coming from the top job at test 
instrument specialist Briiel and Kjær, dynamic Dane 
Kalle Hvidt Nielsen has recently taken up the role as 
Chief Executive Officer of Bang & Olufsen. Holding 
degrees in engineering and marketing, he’s uniquely 
qualified to run one of hi-fi's most recognisable brands.

Digital audio rhyme

©
The oldest known digital recording has 
been discovered in the archives of the

Computer Conservation Society. A 1951 
recording of Baa Baa Black sheep and a 
truncated version of In the Mood were made 
by the BBC at Manchester University, where 
a Ferranti Mark 1 computer was used for 
recording. The Ferranti was the successor of 
the so-called Baby Machine which is regarded 
as the forerunner of modern computers. The 
recording was found whilst preparations were being made for Digital 60 Day, the 
anniversary of the 'Baby' Small Scale Experimental Machine.
Picture reproduced with permission of the School of Computer Science, The University of Manchester.

What first attracted you to Bang & Olufsen?
It's impossible to narrow my reasons down to one single 
element. But it's a great opportunity for me with my combined 
technological and commercial background to continue the 
expansion of Bang & Olufsen into and beyond the digital era. 
It's a fantastic company with a superb track record and very 
well positioned brand. Our key strengths are undoubtedly our 
exceptional quality and advanced technology, as well as our 
excellent and unrivalled design.

How important is product design in the B&O 
development process?
The Bang & Olufsen customer is very design conscious and often 
has a mental picture of the home-solution they require before 
they even step in-store. Our expert engineers offer both advice 
and solutions for any home and can work to fit a one-off system 
within most spaces. Our service is about bringing a personalised 
Bang & Olufsen 'experience' to the home; mixing and matching 
items to find the best combination for the individual and to 
provide a one-off solution.

Studio in jeopardy

©
The uniquely circular-shaped Capitol Records building in Hollywood, home to 
the Capitol Records studios, is threatened by a proposal 
for a new 16-storey building to be constructed across the 
street. There's concern that the underground car park of the 

new building would be close enough to the subterranean 
studios in the Capitol Tower to affect their viability. Experts 
claim that the unique reverb of these studios would be ruined 
by the proximity of the new structure.

The studios were designed by guitar legend Les Paul to 
minimise noise and reverberation. The complex features eight 
echo chambers located underground, which can produce an 
echo-effect lasting up to five seconds.

The Capitol Records Building was designed by Welton 
Becket and constructed in 1956 as the world's first circular
office building. It's nicknamed 'the house that Nat built' because of the money that 
Capitol Records star Nat 'King' Cole made for the company. Its studios have been 
used by many artists over the years, including the legendary Frank Sinatra.

What is the future of hi-fi in the home?
In my view, the term 'hi-fi' is used to describe good-quality audio 
products. I believe the trend is moving towards a total 'hi-fi' lifestyle, 
that integrates the highest-quality audio/video products into homes, 
cars, mobile phones etc

As always, Bang & Olufsen is a step ahead of the game with this 
technology already available to our customers. However, the 
development and improvement to our technology is always at the 
forefront of our engineers' minds.

Can ‘Generation iPod' be turned on to hi-fi?
Bang & Olufsen has always appealed to individuals that value 
elegant design and very high-quality products in their homes. 
This doesn't lend itself to a particular age or social group.

Will downloading kill the CD player?
Technology is constantly developing, improving and moving on 
from previously favoured mediums. Not only CDs but also DVDs 
will be affected by download and home integration.

Is online damaging traditional retailers?
Most customers like to 'experience' Bang & Olufsen before they 
invest in the products. Our stores, therefore, are designed to 
replicate what Bang & Olufsen can bring to the home 
environment and demonstrate the flexibility of the ranges.
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DISPATCHES

Broadcast power
Creating a cable-free zone

B
rothers (and the occasional sister), one 
halcyon day, we may be free of the ties 
that bind us, of the shackles which 
hamper our pursuit of happiness' Yes, I can 

see a time, not too far distant, when the 
unwary in hi-fi will never more trip over the 
hosepipe between the amp and loudspeakers, 
or yank their costly components off the rack 
by pulling on the wrong interconnect.

Perhaps I've iust had a hard time of it 
as an 'audioista' (is that the trendy new 
moniker for an audiophile these days?). 
After all, I swap equipment into and out of 
my system more than the average listener, 
whether it be to test tweaks on an existing 
product or an entirely new piece of kit. Still, 
if I have one more near miss caused by the 
spaghetti which interlinks my assorted 
boxes, I may finally lose it, douse the whole 
lot in SunnyD and beat it to death with a 
fence post. There has to be a better way.

What I'm after here is not merely a bit of 
streaming between sources, amp(s) and 
speakers. No, what I crave is a fully wireless 
system in which power is beamed to the 
individual components with not a cable of 
any description in sight.

OK, as a lover of black disc, I have to admit 
I would find it hard to make the leap to a 
fully digital system which would have the 
ability to stream high-grade audio from 
source all the way through to active 
speakers, but I could probably live with it. 
If such a system does ever comes to pass, 
it might not be for a couple of years yet 
and just the idea of trying to get a relevant 
set of standards adopted or approved makes 
my head hurt, but at least it's a practical 
prospect. And please, no mention of media 
PCs - I want something that looks and feels 
like the real thing, as well as sounding 
like it.

"...what I crave is a wireless system in which 
power is beamed to individual components 
with not a cable in sight."

Eminent scientist Nikolai Tesla was the first 
to demonstrate power transmission without 
cables, when he used tuned oscillators in 
both the transmitter and receiver to enhance 
the efficiency of wireless transference. That 
was back in 1891. In 2007, a team from MIT 
managed to transmit enough power by 
electromagnetic induction to light a 
60-watt bulb at a distance of two metres. 
Their electromagnetic transmitter oscillates 
at a few tens of megahertz, as does the 
receiver, and when the two are brought close 
enough together, power flows from 
transmitter to receiver without cooking 
anything standing between them. This 
system and others which rely on forms of RF 
transmission, offer real hope to those whose 
audio life is being strangled by cables. Only 
one question, though: when can I buy it? 
Unless it's sitting on the shelves at less than 
the price of a mortgage by 2012, I may have 
a dead hi-fi and a strong smell of orange 
drink in my listening room.

hos been happily addicted to hi-fi 
for 20 years, especially since becoming a 

member of the hi-fi press in the mid-1990s

On the mat
To accessorise or not to accessorise

i
 don't use accessories as a rule; a reviewer's 
system doesn't require them because you 
need a reasonably level playing field for 
analytical purposes and a relatively 

straightforward system that can be dismantled 
and reassembled with ease. So while it's 
usually possible to hear the advantages of 
different types of feet or mains cable, it's best 
to assess them and then remove them. Mains 
cables, in particular, do not always produce the 
same results with different components and 
the end user is unlikely to have the same cable. 
So, as a rule, I use the one in the box.
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Having said that, I've discovered a device that is so easy to use and so effective that it might yet find a permanent place in the system. Well, maybe not the system, but more precisely the software. The Marigo mat is a disc ' stabiliser' that you place atop a CD, SACD or even DVD that helps the player to extract more information from the disc. The extent to which i t does so is not always the same, however this green and black slightly perforated mat was recommended to me by speaker company PMC The folks there had been sent one and found it to be worthwhile so thought of me.My initial findings were that there was an i mprovement, but that it was only borderline as to whether it was worth the effort of putting it atop every disc played. That was until I used it in a system with PMC speakers where the difference was not in the least bit subtle, in fact it was dramatic in terms of the reduction of hash, extension in the bass and all-round focusing of the sound. This was apparent with PMC's EB 1 i and the OB 1 i, both three-way designs with a dome midrange. I also encountered a clear increase in low-level resolution with ATC speakers, which have a 
very similar midrange unit. The change with Bowers & Wilkins' 802Ds is less obvious, you can hear quiet details more obviously, but given the normally superb resolve of this speaker it's surprising that the difference is not more obvious.11 could be to do with the difference in dispersion characteristics of the two systems, the PMCs have a much more open sound that makes them more sensitive to the reflectivity of the room. My relatively unfurnished room needed extra damping to get the sort of balance I like with them, whereas the 802Ds have a smoother balance that works without exciting the room in the same way.The Marigo Labs Signature 3-D Stabiliser (to give it its full name) costs a disconcerting $200 (there is also a standard version for $95) which is a lot of dough for a slim disc with a green side and a gold side (even if it does employs "carbon fiber and Kevlar with an embedded ultra-fine silver wire matrix"). It's one of those final tweak type products that delivers value in the right systems, but is beneficial to some extent in all hi-res set-ups so it gets my seal of approval.

began working an Hi-Fi Choice 
over 7 5 years ago, eventually rising to the 

position of Editor He's currently indulging in 
his passion as a freelance hi-fi writer

HI-FI REVISITED

CYRUS ONE 
AMPLIFIER

OK, so people usually remember 1984 for the George Orwell book of the same name. Others may remember the birth of the AppleMacintosh, Band Aid, the Bhopal disaster, the Miners strike, the Brighton bombing and that Olympics when 'British' runner Zola Budd collided with Mary Decker. You may even think of 1984 as the year Katie Melua was born or the year Marvin Gaye died. But, if you want to keep your hi-fi cred points at stratospheric level, you must remember 1984 as the year the Cyrus One amplifier first rolled off the production lines.The original Cyrus amplifier is notable for two things; it was the first amplifier of the digital age and it was housed in a distinctive case, forever nicknamed 'the singing shoebox'. Cyrus is now a standalone company, with a commanding reputation for its electronics; 24 years ago, the fledgling electronics brand was a part of the then-leader of the loudspeaker market Mission. The company wanted an amplifier that both highlighted the performance of Mission speakers and was more than able to embrace the new Compact Disc format. Because Mission's main market was entry-level purchases (in particular, students blowing their grant money on something to play their Echo and the Bunnymen, Frankie Goes To Hollywood and The Cure albums on).A 25-watt line and phono design all on a single circuit board, the £150 amp was only fractionally more expensive than the budget king of the time, the NAD 3020. But the Cyrus One's half-size plastic case, minimalist approach (just three knobs and one power switch on the front panel) and almost geometric lines gave it instant mid-1980s appeal. That the case was available in goth black or moody cool grey was a bonus, too (if it had been released a few years later, when we were in the grip of Miami Vice fever, it might have been made in pastel pink).

" ... the Cyrus One's half-size 
minimalist approach and 
geometric lines gave it 
instant midd980's appeal

Of course, few people on Cyrus One budget could afford a CD player back in 1984; cheap players would follow the success of Dire Straits' Brothers in Arms CD a year later. Those who did hook a Cyrus One to an early low-priced player were in for a bright- sounding experience, too. Nevertheless, the Cyrus One was hugely successful in its own right and a typical entry level system of 1984 would comprise a Revolver turntable, Cyrus One amplifier and Mission 700 speakers. And it had a good phono stage that supported both MM and MC cartridges, which was rare for the money. Few other products got a look-in at the time.A year later, Mission built on the success of the Cyrus One with a beefier version called - you guessed it - the Cyrus Two, with more power, more current delivery and a substantially improved phono stage. It also allowed the amplifier to be upgraded thanks to an innovative upgradable PSX power supply. CD players, preamps, power amps, tuners and the full gamut of electronics would follow, but it's all built upon the strong foundation of the original singing shoebox... the Cyrus One. HFC

Alan Sircom
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® DISPATCHES

Domedaden
It's all a matter of size

T
he group test of mini-monitors I 
conducted on page 68 of this month's 
issue has made me uncomfortably aware 
of considerable inconsistency in the way our 

industry specifies the size of loudspeaker 
drive units.

Tweeters are not the problem. Nearly all 
have dome diaphragms, driven by voice coils 
attached to the edge of their domes and the 
diameter of the dome is accurately specified, 

Although everyone in Europe now uses 
metric dimensions, it's amongst the bass/ 
mid drivers where the inconsistencies appear. 
Acoustic Energy refers to the main driver of 
its AEl Classic as a 90mm or a llOmm unit, 
whereas most of the others specify l35mm or 
140mm units, Despite this wide variation, in 
actuality most of the drivers are very nearly 
the same size, So why the discrepancies)

It all depends on which actual diameter 
the manufacturer chooses to quote. All bar 
one of our group use drive units with cone 
diaphragms that are 90-1 OOmm diameter, 
And since it's the cone that actually produces 
nearly all the sound output, there would 
seem to be a strong argument for using 
this dimension to define the drivers, as in 
Acoustic Energy's 90mm. However, an 
argument can also be made for the fact that 
the surround also adds to the total sound 
output, but its contribution is unpredictable 
and much less than its actual area, as the 
outer edge remains stationary and the rest 
may produce phase cancellation.

AE's quoted llOmm actually corresponds 
to the diameter of its cone and surround 
together, Because the surround here is 
convex, the actual hole inside the frame is, 
in actual fact, just lOOmm across. In most 
cases the surround is concave, requiring a 
slightly larger inside frame diameter to avoid 
mechanical interference.

Whether one uses the cone-plus-surround 
or the internal frame diameter is probably

"It's clearly an example of 'mine's^bigger-than- 
yours' exaggeration, designed to impress those 
who base their decisions on spec sheets... ”

irrelevant, as they usually coincide, but this 
measurement of driver size was widely used 
back in the 1970s, but seems to have fallen 
out of favour since then. For example, when 
KEF was a major supplier of raw drivers to all 
and sundry, its core bass/mid drivers were 
the BllO and the B200. The former was used 
in the BBC LS3/5a, referring to the diameter 
of cone-plus surround and that inside the 
frame. The actual cone diameter here again is 
just 90mm, but in today's parlance it would 
be called a l35mm unit.

Across our group, most are described as 
having l35-140mm main drivers. These 
figures usually seem to correspond to the 
distance between the fixing screws, which is 
purely a function of the design of the frame, 
and bears absolutely no relationship to the 
acoustic performance. It's clearly an example 
of unwarranted 'mine's-bigger-than-yours' 
exaggeration, designed to impress those who 
base decisions on spec sheets and believe 
(mistakenly in this case) that bigger is 
necessarily better, Isn't it time loudspeaker 
manufacturers showed a little less hyperbole 
and a little more honesty)

is a former editor of Hi-Fi 
Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years

Classical or Pop
The beauty of historic recordings

J
ust the other day, I read yet another 
article in some audiophile publication 
pointing out that a disproportionate 
number of the recordings regarded as 'great' 

were made in the 1950s and '60s, if not even 
earlier. My record collection, too, includes 
plenty of recordings I value highly from that 
period. But have we really lost the plot and the 
ability to make fine recordings)

Of course not, In every area of music, great 
recordings continue to appear - recordings 
that we can be sure will be sought-after 50 
years from now, for their combination of 
musical inspiration and sonic excellence. All 
the same, the hit rate was almost certainly 
higher in decades long past and I believe there 
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are convincing reasons for this, reasons not 
necessarily directly connected to the general 
level of musical or engineering competence.

Funnily enough, these reasons are not the 
same in different musical genres. In the early 
1900s, recordings of opera singers, pianists 
and violinists were becoming popular. But 
there were very few recording studios in the 
world and the discs were horribly expensive 
(up to one guinea for a three-minute recording, 
in the days when manual workers earned 
pennies per hour). Naturally, only the very top 
artists ever got to see the inside of a studio. 
By the 1950s, discs were much easier to make 
and cheaper to buy, but they were still nothing 
li ke as commonplace as CDs are today.

There was another important difference in 
those days: not all the standard classical 
repertoire had been recorded. Imagine an 
orchestral musician going to a recording 
session, knowing that he was going to be part 
of the first ever recording of, say, a Beethoven 
or Brahms symphony. Recording was still 
stupendously expensive, the equipment 
costing a king's ransom and from every side 
the whole process was regarded as something 
important, leading to an end product that was 
expected to stand the test of time. If everyone 
takes it that seriously and prepares accordingly, 
the results can be expected to be of a high 
standard. I've been part of recordings made 
with that attitude in recent years, but they are 
remarkable for their rarity.

Pop recordings made in the 1950s were 
often knocked out in a morning, from first run
through to finished tape and the disc would 
likely be cut the next day. Today, months in the 
recording and more months in the mixing and 
mastering are routine. In this case, the 
opportunity to fiddle endlessly has resulted in 
' art by committee' which history has proved is 
generally a recipe for disaster. The older way of 
working also weeded out the musicians whose 
standard was simply not good enough to get 
the finished article in the time available.
I nterestingly, the success ofToerag Studios (a 
retro outfit in terms of both engineering and 
workflow) proves that the old way of skinning 
that cat has a lot going for iti

Yes, those were in many ways the Golden 
Days, but the reasons are as much sociological 
and practical as technical.

Fiicri is a professional musician,
recording engineer and a highly 

knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boat.
He writes about hi-fi exclusively for HFC

MUSO
CLASSIC ALBUMS

DENNIS WILSON 
PACIFIC OCEAN BLUE

©
Dennis Wilson was arguably the 
only 'real' Beach Boy. While big 
brother Brian could barely swim, 
Dennis was an actual surfer, and 
it was at his suggestion that Brian started 
writing songs about the beach craze.

But musically, he didn't quite seem to have 
his mind on the job. He sang on all the Beach 
Boys records, of course, and played drums live 
(though they often used a replacement on the 
records). But by all accounts, he was the first 
out the door when he wasn't needed, being 
generally late for an appointment with a 
buxom beach beauty or a tequila bottle. His 
excesses would lead him into very murky 
waters indeed, like inviting ex-jailbird Charles 
Manson and his hippy harem into his house for 
extended drug-fuelled orgies.

But it was Dennis who recorded the first, and 
best, solo album by any Beach Boy. Pacific 
Ocean Blue came out in 1977, just as the band 
began to settle into their lengthy tenure as a 
heritage act and trading off their old hits.

Dennis had other ideas and songs - that 
he'd been pulling together in fits and starts 
since the beginning of the decade - began to 
take shape in 1976. No eye for the big picture, 
Dennis was a rough talent, full of ideas that 
simply poured forth when he had the chance. 
That chance was given him by future Beach 
Boys producer James Guercio, who encouraged 
him to get his ideas on tape.

I n some ways it's a great sprawling mess of a 
record, leaping between intimate confessionals 
and huge imaginative sinfoniettas with strings, 
brass and all sorts of found instruments, like 
tuba, trombone, cello, marimba, glockenspiel, 
zither and even a bass harmonica. This soft 
rock monster couldn't have been made 
anywhere other than in mid-seventies 
California and it's up there with Fleetwood 
Mac's classic Rumours for scope, imagination 
and raw talent.

Dennis's voice might surprise those only 
familiar with the Beach Boys canon. Gruffer

" ...being generally late for 
an appointment with a 
buxom beach beauty or a 
tequila bottle."
than the other Boys and sometimes positively 
ragged, what it lacks in harmonic range it 
more than makes up for with emotion.

There are only a few nods to overt Beach 
Boy-dom - the California Girls-style rhythm of 
What's Wrong, and the harmonies on River 
Song. Elsewhere, the parping RnB horns of 
Dreamer hint at a facility for laid-back funk 
and Thoughts Of You highlights Dennis's 
vocal stretched thinly over a simple piano 
accompaniment, hinting at the demons that 
would eventually consume him.

Pacific Ocean Blue turned out to be his 
swansong. Although he wrote and recorded 
another album, Bambu, it was never 
completed, as he descended into a drink and 
drugs hell of his own making. He died, 
ironically enough, by drowning after diving 
from his yacht in 1983 a few weeks after his 
39th birthday.

Long deleted, the original album is now 
available as a Legacy Edition. And the cover 
photo says it all really. With his Old 
Testament prophet beard, lined face and 
thousand yard stare, he has the look of an old 
soul who's seen too much pain and sorrow. 
He was 33. HFC

Dave Oliver



audiofile
® DISPATCHES

• • •

Best Buy
US hi-fi retailer shows its muscles

lthough the hi-fi industry never makes 
headline news, certain issues do affect it. 
The state of the economy is a constant 

concern for both manufacturers and retailers, 
as are retail trends. Although very much on 
the fringe of 'real' hi-fi, there have been two 
recent announcements that could have some 
affect upon hi-fi retailing.

The first news to raise a few eyebrows 
within certain sections of the hi-fi industry is 
that the American Retail company, Best Buy, 
is to acquire a sizeable stake in The Carphone 
Warehouse. While this gives The Carphone 
Warehouse money in the kitty for telecom- 
related takeovers, it also gives the American 
giant a retail platform within Europe. The 
plan is to open a number of electronic 
superstores in out of town developments.

Knowing the impact that the Walmart/ 
Asda collaboration had on rivals, certain hi-fi 
retailers have already taken a nervous look at 
Best Buy's website to see if there are product 
lines that may crossover. Perhaps, 
unsurprisingly, the good news for smaller 
retailers is that the premium hi-fi brands 
aren't represented - at least within the US. 
You won't find Linn, Quad, Krell, Nairn, let 
alone NAD, Ratel or Marantz. Having said 
that, the likes of Sony, Pioneer, Denon and 
Harmon Kardon have a presence with 
electronics, whilst JBL, Klipsch and Polk are all 
represented on the speaker front. If the more 
specialist dealers needn't worry, why should 
the larger, more general UK hi-fi chains be 
concerned then7 Well, the answer is that in 
the States, Best Buy has a reputation for 
providing the retail holy trinity. Not only are 
they highly competitive on price, but they are 
also well thought of in terms of staff product 
knowledge and customer service. For a large, 
out of town, box-shifting electrical retailer, 
these are novel concepts for the UK customer. 
Provided this level of knowledge and service 
is carried through to the UK, then all hi-fi 
retailers need to look closely at their

"Although it's generally assumed that 
American companies coming to the UK 
dominate, this isn't always the case."
performance, whether there's product cross
over or not; once consumers have experienced 
genuinely excellent service and advice they're 
loathed to put up with anything less.

One company that some have claimed to 
offer less is the UK electrical conglomerate, 
DSG. Perhaps it's no coincidence that DSG 
(Dixons Stores Group) has made the near 
simultaneous announcement that it is to 
close 77 of its 177 stores over the next five 
years, as their leases come to an end. 
Admittedly, the actual 'real' hi-fi sold at 
Dixons stores these days is meagre to say the 
least, but the fact that they are still perceived 
as an audio/visual store by most of the 
population has some significance. I myself 
remember once buying a mid-range Sony 
cassette deck there and some speakers, too. 
While DSG blame web-based sale offers and 
the credit crunch, it can't be ignored that 
John Lewis's electrical sales have gone from 
strength to strength over the past few years. 
John Lewis, of course, has an excellent 
reputation for customer service.

One final thought. Although it's generally 
assumed that American companies coming to 
the UK dominate, this isn't always the case. 
UK culture and buying habits are subtly 
different from the US and Best Buy's success 
is not guaranteed. Most of the UK's existing 
hi-fi retailers have weathered many an 

economic downturn and, had they not been 
finely honed, would already be closed. Like 
the British summer, the likely outcome is not 
easy to predict.

began his hi-fi career in the 
retail business and has been a freelance hi-fi 

reviewer and columnist since 1993

Crap game
Classical or pop. Is there a difference?

H
ere is the column I've put off writing for 
as long as I've been involved in penning 
Dispatches, mainly because it's just too 
easy to caricature or misinterpret what I'm 

about to say. It starts with my long, but 
passionately held conviction that we generally 
end up with the hi-fi equipment we deserve. 
The principal is the same as with newspapers. 
If you're interested in salacious tittle-tattle,
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then you'll end up with the People and if you 
have a political agenda with a right-wing 
bent, you're quite likely to end up reading the 
Mail - or on TV, watching Fox News.

If we listen to musical crap, the whole idea 
of quality hi-fi becomes meaningless. It 
doesn't really matter what equipment is used 
for listening. Crap is crap, and the 
unfortunate and inevitable conclusion is that 
a lot of the music we listen to is crap'

Now I am aware that this kind of blanket 
condemnation is hard to justify, but there's 
always been a dividing line between popular 
music and serious music and the attitude that 
being part of one group precluded you from 
being part of the other.

My personal preferences lie in the classical 
music arena (in this context, 'classical' was 
always seen as a synonym for 'serious'). Yet, I 
am by no means uncritical of classical music, 
despite its claims to high seriousness. 
Charlotte Whatsherface, that Welsh tenor, 
and even some Italians ones I could name 
have nothing to do with quality in my humble 
opinion and some of the showcases for 
classical music, Classic FM being the obvious 
example are a travesty, which I for one will 
only listen to in a dire emergency

But still there is the question of quality and 
there is something about a Mahler symphony, 
a Mozart piano concerto and a Schubert 
sonata that speaks to me in a much more 
meaningful way than so much of the tripe 
that's pedalled today as 'popular' music. 
There I've said it. As for distinguishing 
between the two cases, well this is the 
question to which I have no definitive answer, 
except my own gut feeling that music either 
has a real effect (with various shades of 
profoundness) or it leaves me cold, even 
angry. After a really good concert 
performance (leaving aside what good means 
in this context), I have a rush of elation, a 
buzz amounting to real excitement that 
simply doesn't come from the other sort.

In short, in our value free society, I believe 
there is still such a thing as quality. And I still 
get this from Bob Dylan, the Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones, however antiquated you may 
consider their music to be. How can this be7 
Because the antiquity of an idea bears no 
relation whatever to its value. If Mozart, 
Beethoven and Schubert teach you nothing 
else, it should have taught you this much.

Alvin ild began writing about hi-fi more 
than 20 years ago and has since become 

one of the UK's most internationally 
renowned reviewers

TECHNO
TECHNOLOGY EXPLORED

SERVO EVOLUTION

Our big story on page 42 is the 
Cyrus CD 8 SE CD player, where 
SE stands for 'Servo Evolution'. 
Cyrus has done something

unusual, unique even, in designing its own 
transport pretty much from the ground up. 

At some level, audio electronics use 
bought-in sub-assemblies. Even if you 
design and make your own circuit boards 
and case parts, you don't make the capacitors, 
resistors and transistors, nor indeed the 
integrated circuits that feature in most home 
audio kit. Some quite well-thought-of 
amplifiers use integrated circuits that do by 
far, the largest part of the amplifying with 
minimal actual design input by the amp's 
maker. While CD players have, since the 
format's invention, relied heavily on transport 
and read head assemblies.

Most makers take the digital bitstream from 
the transport, reclock it, convert it to analogue 
and buffer it: job done. It works, it recovers the 
bits okay and the results can sound very good. 
But Cyrus claims that the improved read 
accuracy of its SE gives better sound.

First, there's no doubt that the process of 
reading data off a CD can be tweaked. The 
laser that shines on the disc and the optical 
pick-up that reads the result are both 
intrinsically analogue components and can be 
adjusted, as can the servo mechanism that 
keeps them in the right place and controls the 
disc's rotation. Tweak things one way and the 
system will be better at reading slightly 
damaged discs, but the definition of the 
signal read-back off perfectly good discs will 
be slightly compromised. Cyrus has designed 
its system to give the best possible definition 
from good discs. In practice, this means that 
there is minimal chance of a '1' being read as a 
'O' and vice-versa and the hardware that makes 
decisions about whether to output 1 or 0 can 
function swiftly and unambiguously.

There is a lot of error protection built into CD 
because it was always obvious that the data

"There's no doubt that the 
process of reading data off 
a CD can be tweaked."

would in general always contain a proportion 
of errors - a good figure is an average of about 
one bit in a million, though replay is still 
possible with at least twenty times that error 
rate. The error protection can in normal cases 
(i.e. basically undamaged discs) recover the 
correct data 100 per cent, with certainty, so 
there is no guesswork going on.

But, it has been claimed many times that the 
process of correcting errors has knock-on 
effects further down the replay chain. Digital 
noise from the error-correction chips couples 
through the power supply and as internal 
electromagnetic interference increases both 
jitter in the digital data stream and noise in 
the analogue stages. This indeed is the basis of 
Cyrus's claims for the SE technology. Reading 
the data right first time and passing it with 
relatively low internal jitter on to the following 
stages, increases overall replay performance.

To some extent, this can be achieved by 
adjusting the settings within a standard CD 
mechanism, but there is no doubt that 
building the system to suit a particular 
application, with smaller and more basic 
sub-assemblies, gives more flexibility, 
adaptability and performance. HFC

Richard Black



New 30105 series:
Tighter bottom-end livelier sound more drive... same price

CD player £

• Brand-new "CD solution" - custom
made transport mechanism, servo 
units and control mechanisms

• Twin Burr-Brown PCM 1704 mono 
DACs and a discrete output stage

• Low jitter clock and a large toroidal 
transformer with separate windings 
for the transport mechanism and 
audio stages.

Integrated Amplifier £

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to 
lOOW for the previous model)

• 6 line inputs, bi-wiring and bi
amping compatible

• Option to fit a MC or MM phono 
cartridge

• Remote control

Power Amplifier £

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to 
lOOW for the previous model)

• Capable of driving sophisticated 
speaker systems, in bi-amping 
mode or monoblock mode

• Clean and extended low frequency 
response

Exposure Electronics Ltd: The Works, 59 North Street, Portslade, East Sussex BN41 1DH, England. Tel: +44 1273 423877 / Fax: +44 1273 430619 / Email: info@exposurehifi.com

mailto:info@exposurehifi.com
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COMPETITION

A Fatman ilube 452 valve amplifier and dock worth £1,500!
Newcomer Fatman is perhaps best known for introducing valve amplification to the iPod. Yet, it has recently introduced a no
nonsense El,500 integrated amplifer for the more serious audiophile customer. The remarkable iTube 452 valve integrated amplifier 
with satellite docking station is one of the most striking pieces of design we've seen in years. The 45-watt per channel amplifier isn't 
just a foil for the Apple dock; it's a fully-fledged integrated design in its own right and features four line inputs and remote control.

11 sports five valves in the preamp stage and four power amplifier tu bes and the superbly designed crescent-shaped chassis is as 
elegant to look at as it sounds. It's an auto-biasing circuit, so the valves will be as long-lasting as most solid-state components.

HOW TO ENTER:
For your chance to win, go online to: www.futurecomps.eo.uk/ fatman452 and follow the instructions, leaving your 
selected answer and your details where prompted.

QUESTION:
How many valves in the iTube 452's preamp stage...

A: Four B: Five C: Two

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Answers must be received between 24 July 2008 and 20 August 2008. The prize winner will be selected at random from all correct entries received between the relevant dates and will receive a Fatman iTube 452 amplifier and iPod dock free of charge. 
The winner will be notified within 28 days of the closing date and will be required to give details of a delivery address in the UK to which the amplifier should be sent By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, 
which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp. late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted 
by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, 
the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and CNer, except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal 
information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. A!I entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or 
adapted from any other source If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional upon 
you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize

http://www.futurecomps.eo.uk/
http://www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp
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Understanding 
Ch •nese hi-fi
Industry insider Richard Stockley explodes some of the myths behind the growing Chinese hi-fi market

T
he rate of change and growth of 
the Chinese economy in the past 
decade has been nothing short of 
phenomenal. Development of the 

infrastructure and transport has kept pace 
with economic growth and China now has 
exemplary motorways and high-speed 
train systems. The country also boasts an 
agricultural set-up, that manages to feed 
its population of more than 1.3 billion 
people. Furthermore, China is now a net 
exporter of food products.

Yet the myth still persists in the West that 
products manufactured in China are of poor 
quality or, worse still, produced in factories 
reminiscent of Dickensian Britain (with 
working practices to match). In actual fact, 
nothing could be further from the truth. 
Factories in China are as good as and, in 
many cases, even better than factories across 
Europe and the USA.

Many factors have contributed to this 
development, but the most important is the 
Chinese work ethic. The indigenous 
population work very, very hard and are 
willing to travel long distances to seek 
employment. Guang Dong Province in 
Southern China is a good example. The 
language used to be Cantonese, but with 
so many workers migrating there the main 
language is now Mandarin (the most 
commonly spoken in China). It is not 
unusual, for example, for workers to travel 
more than a day by train to seek work.

The factories also house and feed their 
workers - workers who are now protected 
by labour laws that are similar to those in 
Europe. Every employee has a contract of 
employment with unfair dismissal rights, 
control over working hours, holiday 
entitlement and overtime rates. Young

people under 16 years of age cannot be essential to the success of business.
employed. These newly introduced laws have Furthermore, it has managed to keep pace

"The factories also house and feed their 
workers - workers who are now protected 
by labour laws similar to those in Europe."
teeth and any employer flouting them is likely 
to end up in court with a resulting fine.

JAPANESE KNOW-HOW
China has not lost sight of the fact that it 
remains a developing country and that there is 
much to do. The government, for example, has 
also sanctioned many strategies that have 
contributed to growth, typically the rapid 
development of the country's infrastructure - 

Above: Electronic equipment assembly line

with the demand of power requirements 
despite the speed of development.

The first countries to take advantage of 
Chinese manufacturing power were Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, due to their close proximity 
to China. They were closely followed by Japan, 
which set up model factories in China. It is an 
now an indisputable fact that something in 
your home will undoubtedly have been 
manufactured in China by one of the major
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Understanding: Chinese hi-fi [Feature]

Above: Printed circuit board testing

Japanese brands. Just check the back of the 
product and you'll probably spot the word 
China or PRC (Peoples Republic of China), 
as it is sometimes known.

The Chinese learn very quickly and it took 
little time for them to model their factories on 
the Japanese style. As a consequence, there are 
many local Chinese-owned factories that can 
boast to be among the finest in the world - 
too numerous to mention, in fact. The Chinese 
were also very quick to realise the benefits of 
having their factories ISO (International

"Chinese factories are generally a pleasure 
to work with. More imponantly though, the 
people are always willing to listen."
Standards Organisation) approved and it is 
now hard to find a factory that is not certified. 
The factory natural selection process in China 
is very virulent and any factory that does not 
meet the standard is doomed to failure.

The Chinese have been quick to invest and 
countless numbers of factories are equipped 
with German and Japanese machine tools 
such as CNC (Computer Numerically

Above: Computer Numerically Controlled mill

Controlled) and SME (Electronic - Surface 
Mount Equipment). More and more of these 
are being replaced with locally designed and 
built machines.

ON THE MOVE
One example of rapid factory development 
can be seen in the car industry, with 
Volkswagen being one of the first to invest in 
China. Some 15 years ago almost all cars were 
Volkswagen Jettas or Santanas and only a few 
imported cars were seen on the roads. And 

they were likely to be owned by high-ranking 
government or military officials. Today the 
situation is very different and nearly all the 
Japanese, European and American car firms 
have invested manufacturing plants in China. 
Again the Chinese have been quick to react 
and there are now many local Chinese brands 
such as Geely, Chery and BYD that are sold 
locally at unbelievably low prices.

Chinese factories are generally a pleasure 
to work with. More importantly, though, 
the people are always willing to listen. 
They will sometimes go their own way, 
believing that they know best. But, if 
monitored correctly, they're able to do an 
excellent job. A lot can be learned from 
their willingness to introduce new ideas 
and processes, as they believe it will be in 
their interest to do so and guarantee long
term development. 0

SECOND OPINION .••

'Made in Japan' or 'Made in Taiwan', 
etc. have long ceased to have the kind 
of stigma that was once associated 
with the electronics boom in the late 
70s and early 80s, yet 'Made in China' 
still sends chills down the spines of 
most audiophiles.
However, almost every hi-fi company 
in the world now manufacturers in 
China and, even if they don't say so 
on the box. the circuit boards and/ 
or the components used will still 
originate from China. Our Quad ESL 
loudspeakers have been manufactured 
100 per cent on our Chinese site for 
five years now and they're still widely 
regarded as among the best speakers 
on the planet It is true that a strict 
quality procedure and detailed 'SOP' 
(Standard Operating Procedures) have 
to be in place but we, and many of 
our competitors, are fully BSI 9001 
certified. Most importantly, the scale 
of the manufacturing is entirely 
different and for us, in particular, we 
buy raw materials such as wood and 
metal and make every single part of 
every single product all within our 1.5 
million square feet manufacturing 
facility. This gives us complete control 
over the quality of each component 
and sub-assembly.
It's also important to bear in mind 
that this is a very highly-concentrated 
area of manufacturing. Although, this 
again is beginning to change with 
more and more manufacturers 
relocating to areas away from 
Shenzhen and Guangzhou, both to 
stimulate local economies and 
reduce the environmental impact of 
having such a densely populated 
region of manufacturing.
Judge each product on its merits and 
don't for a moment think that these are 
anything less than the hardest working, 
friendliest people on the planet
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[ Feature ] Understanding: Chinese hMi

WORKERS PARADISE
As with many developing countries, 
corruption and brand copying remains a 
problem. And as Chinese culture is one 
of the oldest in the modern world, it 
understandably takes time to change the 
ethics of the people to meet world market 
demands. However, the Chinese government 
is now cracking down heavily on corruption 
and many senior officials have been 
imprisoned. As with everything in China, 
once the example is set, it very quickly filters 
down to the lowest level.

There's also a perception that Chinese 
citizens are a surly, unhappy and down
trodden race, whereas nothing could be 
further from the truth. If you visit the country 
and witness the Chinese at work, you'll see a 
happy friendly people that bend over 
backwards to please. And those who work 
in the factories are openly happy and full of 
life. From management level through to the 
factory worker, the Chinese are extremely 
loyal to you as a customer and will go out 
of their way to try to develop a partnership 
with companies who engage their services. 
It is rare that they would view any contract 
as anything other than the beginning of a 
l ong-term association.

HI-FI NIRVANA
Many hi-fi products are now manufactured in 
China, including a large majority of the big 
brand names - companies who've been 
forced to move their manufacturing off-shore 
to remain competitive in the market place. 
Rest assured, we'd all be paying more for our Above: Printed Circuit Board Visual Inspection

Above: Plastic-inj’ection mould machine

"Nearly all hi^fi products are now 
manufactured in China, including a large 
majority of the big brand names."

electronic products, if it wasn't for the quality 
factories that are now operating in China.

One important point worth noting is that 
China is no longer the 'cheap' place it is 
sometimes perceived to be. With the quality 
of the factories, the constantly improving 
conditions for staff, coupled with the 
escalating price of raw materials, it is only 
natural that costs of finished products have 
risen. What needs to be understood, though, 
is that the quality of product emerging from

Above: High-precision measuring

these modern facilities is exceptional.
If you find the words 'Engineered in the 

UK' or'Designed in Japan' on any product 
you own (including your hi-fi) then you can 
guarantee that it has been designed for your 
particular market, but manufactured at a 
modern and approved facility in China. 
And for the consumer, that definitely makes it 
the best of both worlds' HFC

Richard Stockley

ABOUT RICHARD STOCKLEYl

Visiting China on a regular basis 
to organise the Chinese production 
of UK-designed products, Richard 
was also responsible for managing 
the mechanical designs of products 
in the UK for more than 10 years. He 
has now established a permanent 
office in China to handle quality 
control and project management.
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the coolest design in the hottest colours

Al I room

From Sweden’s Audio Pro, the Allroom range.
Diminutive, but with the power change the way you live with speakers. 
Exuberant, sensuously curved and deliciously shiny in fabulous colours: 

the perfect antidote to dull old boxes.
And they sound good too!

“All five speakers gel seamlessly together providing a 
cohesive performance that's very involving. The soundstage 
is much bigger than their diminutive size suggests... the sub 
underpins the satellites extremely well with impressive depth 

and an enthusiastic sense of energy...”

csesolutions.co.uk

(brackets and two grille colours included) Saudiopro
sound, science and style

audiopro.com

csesolutions.co.uk
audiopro.com


CHfllCECUTS
This month's varied musical morsels
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

COMPACT DISC & VINYL

MILES DAVIS QUINTET
Miles Smiles
Columbia/Speakers Corner 180g vinyl 

Music Miles' mid-sixties quintet was a 
serious, even hard-core affair featuring 
Wayne Shorter, Herbie Hancock, Ron 
Carter and Tony Williams. Their second 
album is intense, if not as challenging as 
later work. There are truly inspirational 
performances from all involved and 
superb tunes like Shorter's Footsteps. The 
ability to keep things both interesting 
and musical sets it apart from the crowd. 
Sound: Only Miles gets the stereo 
treatment on this less than sumptuous 
recording, but it has bass and dynamics 
which lets you hear plenty. JK

TOTO
Toto IV
CBS/Speakers Corner 180g vinyl

Music: If you listened to the radio in 
the eighties then you'll know the hits 
on this monster selling album. Songs 
such as Rosanna and Africa, that 
epitomised AOR for an era. The 
musicianship is of the highest calibre 
and the synths were probably state-of- 
the-art, but they haven't aged well, 
unless you like really 'synthy' synths. 
It sounds better on the radio, but if 
you loved it then you'll love this 180g 
even pressing more.
Sound: Heavily compressed and bass 
heavy, you'll need to turn the wick up 
for full effect JK

These LPs were supplied by Pure Pleasure 
wwwpurepleasurerecords.com

ELTON JOHN
Tumbleweed Connection Del. Edition 
Universal

Musii All too often these kind of 
expanded 'deluxe' reissues are 
gratuitous marketing exercises, but 
this set is an exception. Disc one is 
the original 1971 classic album and 
one of the most underestimated 
releases in John's vast canon. But 
it's disc two featuring 13 further 
tracks that's the revelation. Many of 
them are simple piano demos that 
subsequently made the album with 
a youthful Elt in thrilling 
troubadour mode.
Sound: Irrespective of the demo 
quality, there's an undeniable charm 
to hearing the songs 'in the raw'. NW
Music
Sound

★ ★★★★
★ ★★★ •

SIGUR ROS
Meo Suo... XL
Music Or Meo Suo I Eyrom Via 
Spilum Enda/oustto give it its full 
name, which means With A Buzz In 
Our Ears We Play Endlessly (probably 
hses a little in translation). The 
trademark reverb is still very much 
in evidence on their sixth album, 
although most of these songs feature 
some rough live takes, giving the 
record an immediacy not always 
found in the Icelanders' beautiful, but 
often chilly soundscapes.
Sound: One track with the London
Sinfonietta and choir is a one-take
extravaganza. If you can't play it 
loud, invest in some headphones. DO

Music
SounMl

★ ★ ★ ★tttt

DANIEL LANOIS
Here Is What Is Red Floor
Music: The U2/Bob Dylan/Peter 
Gabriel producer clearly loves 
swamp music, pedal-steel guitar, 
plaintive ballads and gutsy guitar 
rock in homage to his all-time hero 
Jimi Hendrix. There's plenty of that, 
as well as a heavenly piano 
performance from The Band's Garth 
Hudson on Lavechild.Sprinkled 
with juicy soundbites from Brian 
Eno, this soundtrack to the film of 
the same name is an absolute gem 
of a record in its own right.
Sound: Lanois' layering techniques 
can make some parts of this album 
sound muddy, but tum it up loud and 
the beauty comes tumbling forth. MP
Music
Sound

FINLEY QUAYE
Best OfThe Epic Years Epic 
Music: Although still strumming up 
a live storm now, Finley Quaye's 
golden years on record are almost 
certainly those between 1997 and 
2004, when the jazzy, reggae- 
tinged singer-songwriter first really 
broke through with a little help 
from the Epic label. There's a 
rhythm-pounding Ultra Stimulation 
and various cuts from his multi
platinum Maverick A Strike album. 
A solid reminder of just how 
epicQuay's Epic years really were. 
Sound: Atmospherically well- 
recorded with deep bass swoops, 
sensitive vocals and plenty of 'living 
space'. PS
Music
Sound

****
****

guitar since Memo From Turner and 
the best jukebox tunes in town. NW

RYCOODER
I, Flathead Nonesuch

I, Flathead follows Chavez 
Ravine and My Name Is Buddy as 
the third album in a prolific American 
storytelling trilogy - and, under the 
guise of a fictional roadhouse band 
called Kash Buk and the Klowns, it's 
the most overtly rock'n'roll album 
he's made in 20 year.;. Evoking the 
bygone era of a lost America, it's all 
delivered in a rich story-telling voice 
that's a cross between Uncle Remus, 
Garrison Keillor and Dylan's radio hour 
persona. On /, Flathead Cooder 
emerges as a true American original 
to rival them all.

His most potent riffs since the 
Rolling Stones 'borrowed' his riff for 
Hanky Tank Women, his funkiest slide

★ -k "A ★ 
★ ★ ★★
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Avishai Cohen Trio

The clever, tricksy electronic 
manipulation is still there, though 
subdued in favour of the songs, all 
contributing to something very close 
to a pop soul masterpiece. DO

JamieUdell

JAMIE UDELL
JIM Warp Records

Jamie Lidell's last album 
Multiply saw him edge away from his 
avant garde electronic roots with 
some catchy tunes and a surprisingly 
confident, soulful voice. And it's the 
voice that carries JIM, with elements 
of Otis, Sly, Prince and yes, quite a 
lot of Stevie, but with enough grit to 
stay clear of the more saccharine 
elements of any of those artists' 
catalogues. Think of him as a less 
self-conscious British Beck, a voice 
from the underground working its 
way steadily into the mainstream 
and few clues as to which way he'll 
jump next.

SCHUBERT LATE PIANO 
SONATAS
Leif OveAndsnes EMI Classics 50999 

5 1644-8 2 6 two-disc set

Music Franz Schubert's three late 
piano sonatas (D958, D959, 
D960) along with D850 are 
included in this two-disc set The 
final triptych before his untimely 
death at 31, were famously 
described as music for entrance to 
the gates of heaven by no less than 
Arthur Rubenstein. The music is 
exquisite, profound and 
encompasses many moods.
Sound: Lief Ove Andsnes' 
musicianship is of the highest 
calibre, but if there is a criticism 
it is that the performances are so 
accomplished they almost sound 
too easy. AC

Music
Sound

*****
*****

THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC 
"When they all sync as a tno the magic happens"

AVISHAI COHEN TRIO Gently Disturbed RazDaz

Music Gently Disturbed came out 
earlier this year, but has already 
become a listening room staple. AC is 
a double bass player who earned his 
stripes with Chick Corea and Brad 
Mehldau among others; a very physical 
musician who clambers all over the 
instrument and produces a full-bodied

sound to match. Pianist Shai Maestro 
is young and highly talented, with 
playing inspired by Bach, while 
drummer Mark Guiliana provides 
understated rhythms punctuated by 
the occasional well-timed explosion. 
When they all sync as a trio the 
magic happens.

Sound: This may only be a CD but it 
has a solid, dynamic sound that puts 
the players in the room and lets you 
know exactly what's going on. It's a hi-fi 
disc proper, but with real music, too. JK

Music
Sound

MILES DAVIS QUINTET
Cookin' With The...
Fantasy/Analogue Productions
SACD (stereo hybrid plus mono CD)
Music: This mono recording is one of four albums made 
in one go by Miles' mid-fifties quintet when they 
decided to put their live set down in the studio. It 
features John Coltrane, Red Garland, Paul Chambers 
and Philly Joe Jones, a stellar line-up that played with a 
rare degree of intuition. Of the four tracks three reflect 
the album title while the opener, My Funny Valentine, 
finds Davis in unusually sentimental mood. Miles was

BIZET CARMEN PRELUDE ET 
ENTRACTES
Marc Minkowski (cond) Musiciens 
du Louvre Grenoble Naive vsuo 
.Music: This disc is a little like 
listening to Classic FM - enjoyable 
music, engagingly performed, if 
scarcely challenging, The disc comes 
with a booklet that includes detail 
about the performers and the 
music, particularly the reasons for 
the choices of tempi, original 
instrumentation and style.
Sound: The recording was made 
in Provence, which has associations 
with the music and with the 
orchestra, using relatively purist 
recording equipment. The result 
is a lively and naturalistic sound, 
with excellent scaling and 
soundstaging. AC

Music
Sound

*** , 
****

CHAMBER WORKS

COOK«: WITH THE MILES 0Ä«S OUINIU PRESI IGE 7094

always cool, but back in the day he made a significantly more upbeat, almost 
happy sound.
Sound: By using tubes to master from the original analogue tapes, Analogue 
Productions has made a spectacular transfer that is only bettered by their 
45rpm vinyl version. JK

Music 
Sound

*****
*****

ELEANOR MCEVOY 
Love Must Be Tough 
Moscodisc
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: A stranger to pigeonholing, eclectic Irish 
troubadour continues to bounce around the styles that 
have influenced her, delving into country, rock, folk and 
pop with equal enthusiasm and ability. For her seventh 
album she brings her distinctive smoky tones to bear on 
a fistful of self-penned numbers, including a witty one 
with the Beautiful South's Dave Rotheray and a trawl 
through the back catalogues of a few old favourites, 
including Nick Lowe's I Knew The Bride (When She Used 
To Rock 'n' Roll), Sly Stone's If You Want Me To Stay and a particularly 
successful interpretation of the Stones' Mother's Little Helper.
Sound: Recorded at the living-room style Cauldron studios in Dublin, the 
sound is clear and precise and sometimes quite shockingly intimate. DO

Music 
Sound

****
****

OLIVIER MESSIAEN CHAMBER WORKS
Hebrides Ensemble
Linn Records CKD314
SACD (stereo/multi-channel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music This release includes some of Messiaen's best 
known chamber music, including the seminal Quatuor 
Pour La Fin Du Temps (Quartet For The End Of Time), 
which was written in a German prisoner of war camp for 
a rather bizarre combination of seven instruments - 
basically those available at the time - in varying 
combinations to maintain some semblance of balance. 
The piece is undeniably a masterpiece, but like much of

HEBRIDES ENSEMBLE

Music 
Sound

Messiaen's output it has a mournful quality and is far from easy listening.
Sound: This is an important release for Messiaen collectors, being recorded at 
St Mary's Church, Haddington and making extensive use of the technology 
available to Linn's engineers, including full multichannel SACD sound. AC
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CEDIA2008
The annual CEO/A show at London's ExCeL centre gives us a fascinating insight into the future of 
audio in the home and how sound is shaping up in 2008 says Alan Sircom.

T he annual CEDIA Expo in mid-June is 
the high point in the UK custom 
installer calendar. With training sessions,

certification exams and stands dedicated to 
cable labelling, lighting back-boxes and 
internet-enabled bath taps, a lot of the show is 
hardly inspiring for the hi-fi enthusiast. A lot of 
brand names appear in both hi-fi and CEDIA 
line-ups, but their product lines are very, very 
different. This means the two halls in London's 
ExCeL exhibition centre devoted to the CEDIA 
Expo are filled with names well-known to the 
hi-fi enthusiast - Denon, Marantz, KEF and 
Nairn among them - but the products they 
promote are designed to sit out of sight in 
plant rooms and controlled by impressive 
touchscreens. If you dig deep enough _ 
though, there are nuggets of /< ■
audiophile gold in them thar / 1
remote-controlled hills. ’

I
Air is a $99 program that 
works with the Apple 
iPhone or almost identical 
iPod Touch. It turns both into a 

remote control, whether as a 
standard Sky remote 
replacement or as an interface 
with Crestron and AMX 
controller systems. You can 
drive the screen with all the 
ease and controllability 
common to Apple iPhone apps, 
use it to access your iTunes library

I wirelessly and can even control Lutron 
lighting systems and Kaleidescape video

I server systems. It can even speak to infra-red 
I systems, thanks to the £100 Global Cachet

Box which converts IP (internet protocol) to 
IR (infra-red; the Apple products lack infra
red eyes). Alternatively, those who own a 

f SpeakerCraft MZC server can now use their 
I iPhone or iPod Touch to control their 

multiroom systems.

2
 Priced from a cool £50,000, the 

new OV/E home entertainment 
pod encases the listener in sound 

and plastic. A full 5.1 sound system (including 
a pair of rear surrounds in the head rest and 
a subwoofer in the small of the back) plus a 
26" LCD set and all the gaming you could 
imagine sit in the black, white, silver or (as yet

1. The extremely versatile] 
Air iPod Remote Control ■

undecided) colour pod, while a 19" rack 
system holds the games console, 
Kaleidescape server, Harman Kardon 
DVD player and surround system and 
more. It also sports air conditioning, 
should your total immersion experience 
extend into the wee small hours. 
Although not for the claustrophobic, 
the OV/E has already sold to 
rappers, princes and Disney execs 
alike, despite not yet being 
available.

3
 UK server expert Imerge has 

announced a £2,500 MPlOOO 
media player local client box, ideally 

designed to match the company's recently- 
launched MS5000 media server. The MPlOOO 
is a local CD/DVD player that can work 
independently to the media server, or be used 
to upload content to the server itself. The 
system also allows multiple MPlOOOs to be 
used with a single MS5000. With an upscaled 
l080p video output and custom designed 
Wolfson 24-bit Delta-Sigma DACs for the audio 
chain, all of which is controlled through a web
browser interface, the XiVA-Link controllable 
MPlOOO is more than just a dumb client box. 
The company's S3000 SoundServer has also 
been updated. The new fourth-generation box 
now comes with a customisable TV interface 
and is more iPod friendly.

2. Immerse yourself in I
|OV/E entertainment pod]
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4. The uniquely designed JBL 
[Control Now loudspeaker

6. Pioneer's elegant all-in-one 
KJhi-fi system; the PDX-Z9^j

5. The CM7 floorstander from 
Bowers and Wilkins and an 
unidentified subwoofer 4

 The JBL Control series has long 
been the mainstay of general
purpose loudspeakery The 

company's new Control Now loudspeaker 
brings that concept full circle... literally. 
The quartered toroidal-shaped speaker is 

designed to fit into corners, between walls 
and ceilings or floors. In fact, it works 
virtually anywhere you need a loudspeaker, 
but without the need to bolt speakers into 
floors and ceilings. The design has a 
specially designed tweeter assembly for very 
wide dispersion, making it ideal for rear 
surround use. Naturally, for bigger rooms or 
outdoors settings, a quartet of speakers can 
be connected together to form a four-way 
audio doughnut. Available in indoor or 
weatherproof outdoor versions, the Control 
Now costs f149 per speaker for the interior 
and f179 each for the exterior models.

17. MicroVee's powerful, 
but micro-sized subwoofer

5
 Bower & Wilkins' popular CM 

Series got a bit of bling 
enhancement at CEDIA Expo.

The CMl standmount and CM7 floor
stander speakers will be available in gloss 
piano black as of September. Currently, 
Bowers and Wilkins expects the glossy CM7 
to retain the same f999 price tag as its 
standard livery cousins, but there may be a 
price premium on the gloss black CM1. So 
far, there's no news of whether the matching 
CM centre channel speaker will also be 
finished in a piano gloss livery. Sub-spotters 
may also notice an unidentified piano gloss 
subwoofer in the picture; currently the only 
sub for the CM range is the spherical PVl. 
This could suggest a CM Series subwoofer is 
expected soon. We will keep you informed...

0
 Pioneer's elegant hi-fi side of the 

'none more black' Kuro range has 
been bolstered by the new PDX-Z9. 

The all-in-one touch-sensitive system features 
an SACD player, 5O-watt amplifier, AM/FM 
tuner and internet radio connections, with a 

30 favourite station store. It also sports an all
white organic electroluminescent display that 
was, er, pioneered by the company The player 
is one of the first products in audio circles to 
feature DLNA (Digital Living Network 
Alliance) certification, meaning it can be 
integrated into a wired or wireless network 
with the minimum of fuss. Like the standalone 
SACD player and integrated amplifiers before 
it, the PDX-Z9 has been tuned and approved 
by Air Studios in London. The PDX-Z9 is 
expected to cost around £700.

V
Velodyne's new f595 MicroVee 
subwoofer features a single front
firing anodised aluminium 165mm 
drive unit with two matching 165mm passive 
radiators pointing to the sides. The ribbed, 
extruded alloy casing is not just for show; it 

also acts as a heatsink. And that's just what 
the MicroVee needs, thanks to a 600-watt 
amplifier that will peak at a healthy 1.2kWI 
Essentially a scaled-down version of the 
company's popular SPL range, but without the 
advanced room correction software, the 
MicroVee is designed to be deep enough to 
keep home cinema enthusiasts happy, but also 
fast enough to keep audiophiles sweet, too. 
11 certainly lives up to the Micro part of its 
name... it's a 230mm cube, yet the 9.1 kg black 
or white MicroVee delivers bass down to a 
healthy 38 Hz.

"The two halls in London's ExCel exhibition 
centre devoted to the CEDIA Expo are filled with 
names well-known to the hifi enthusiast."
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8. The new Radius HD loudspeaker range 
includes satellite cubes and slim floorstandersS

 Monitor Audio's sub/sat Radius speaker range has proved very popular among home cinema types and space-limited audiophiles on a budget. The company has dropped some models from its range, but new additions include a below- the-TV sound bar for home cinema enthusiasts. The new Radius HD loudspeaker range runs from £175 per pair for the Radius 45HD single driver satellites cubes, right up to £600 for the slim Radius 270HD floorstanders. Exact changes between the existing Radius and new HD range are not entirely clear at this time (save for minor decor differences to grilles and surrounds), but Monitor Audio hopes that - some five years after the launch of the original Radius models - the new range will be as successful as the last.
NAD's Viso Two was announced 

Wmm several months ago (the unit - alongside its multichannel Viso Five sibling - was first seen at this January's Las Vegas CES), but the CEDIA Expo was the first time we had a chance to handle one in the UK. The clever one-box, two-channel device includes a DVD/CD player (with virtual surround and l080i upscaling, as well as support for DVD-Audio discs), DAB/AM/ FM tuners and a 50-watt per channel stereo amplifier. Running alongside the multichannel NAO Viso Five multichannel player, the Two is designed as a one-box audio/ video solution with a high degree of multiroom connectivity. Although primarily considered a home cinema product, we hope to be testing the NAO Viso Two - as an audio component - soon. 9. NAD's one-box, two-channel, tuner, 
amp and multi-purpose Viso Two

10. Part of the impressive new range 
of hi-fi from Harman Kardon

Harman Kardon had a wealth I of new stereo andI multichannel products ondisplay at the CEDIA Expo. The new standard stereo models include the new £300 HD980 CD player with 32-bit DSP and 24-bit/176kHz oversampling, £250 TU980 DAB/FM tuner and £350 HK980 80-watt integrated amplifier. These all feature the company's distinctive new 'ultra black' finish with white glowing volume controls. The company also announced a new audio server, with built-in DVD player (but one which doesn't stream video). With a 250GB hard disk on board (roughly 2,500 albums in lossless compression), the four zone fl,800 DMClOOO can be driven by a video screen and will automatically populate that screen with all your album covers at the flick of an Ethernet cable. Sitting alongside the electronics was fellow Harman stablemate Infinity. The new Classia hi-fi speakers are covered in Highlights this month(see page 12), HFC
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FINE TWO CHANNEL AUDIO SYSTEMS

'Ntiest

(|) Skala

a Lyra Skala cartridge. For us, the best 
sounding Lyra cartridge. Very neutral in 
tone, a big soundstage and a smooth,

e Ayre P-5xe phono pre-amplifier. This superb 
sounding phono stage is well established 
now but still offers great value. A layered

c

e
For further info about any of our products please visit our website www.audioconsultants.co.uk

musical sound. A radical different design 
to other Lyras utilising new materials that 
have reduced resonances and increased 
the speed of transients. £1849. Recently 
re-introduced, the popular Helikon at

sound stage, smooth tonal balance and 
a fully balanced circuit option. External 
switching offers different cartridge loadings 
and internal switching provides gain 
options. £1695.

Harmonic Resolution
Systems ADL Record Weight.
This weight may look like many others 
but the effect on sound is so different that 
it can be a shock to some. The special 
HRS polymer surface removes unwanted 
resonances so effectively that LPs sound 
more transparent, with much more focus

the reduced price of £995 - superb value.

b Whest Audio PS.30R phono stage.
The new phono stage to replace the already 
acclaimed PS.20 with significantly upgraded 
circuitry. A single chassis, full width design 
that now included a balanced circuit and 
six options for cartridge loading via internal 
switches. Exceptional imaging and detailed 
without being too clinical. An audition is 
highly recommended. £1599. We also 
have the whestTWO phono stage which 
has 90% of the performance of the PS.20 
and offers excellent value at £650. 

and fine detail resolved; it is as if you have 
never heard the record before. Many of our 
vinyl enthusiasts say that, once they play 
their systems with this weight, they cannot 
listen to their LPs without it. Exceptional 
value at £132. Trial samples available.

d DaVinciAudio Labs Grandezza tone-arm.
One of the best and most neutral tone-arm 
we have heard. The use of Swiss ruby 
bearings and magnetic anti-skate results 
in one of the lowest friction arms on the 
market. This enables the cartridge used 
to track to its best abilities, extracting the 
finest details from the LP. Available in 9':

Nagra VPS phono pre-amplifier. The new 
phono stage from Nagra is finally here and 
superb it is too. Very transparent, very 
holographic and tonally correct. Most 
importantly for a valve based design, it is 
absolutely quiet. There are several cartridge 
loading and impedances options, via 
miniature plug-in boards, supplied with the 
unit. A second phono board, either MM or 
MC, can be retro-fitted easily. An internal 
switch allows the selection of two RIAA 
curves; one for 1950s produced LPs and 
one for 1970s onwards LPs. All in all, 
probably the best phono pre-amplifier

10"" and 12" lengths. From £4000. we have heard, with the usual superb
build quality that is associated with this 
company. From £3600.Acustica Applicata ► Accuphase ► Aesthetix ► Audio Physic ► Ayre Acoustics ► Benz-Micro ► (ardas ► DaVinciAudio Labs Esoteric ► Futureglass ► Gamut ► German Physiks ► Grand Prix Audio ► Harmonic Resolution Systems ► Leben ► Lyra Mit (ables ► Mono Pulse ► Nagra ► Nordost ► Nottingham Analogue ► Opera ► Pagode ► Peak Consult ► Quadraspire Siltech ► Sme Limited ► Spectral Audio ► Stax ► System Audio ► Thiel ► Transfiguration ► Velodyne ► Whest Audio

Howto find us
Located approximately 15 minutes drive 
from either M4/Junction 12 or M3/Junction 6 
with free and easy parking outside the building. 
We have a home evaluation scheme for those 
who might find this method more convenient.

7 Comet House 
Calleva Park 
Aldermaston 
Reading 
Berkshire RG7 8JA 
T 0118 981 9891

Demonstrations by appointment
Mondays to Saturdays 10:00 to 18:00.
It is advisable to call us before visiting.
Part exchange welcome. Ex-demonstration 
and previously owned equipment listed on 
our website: www.audioconsultants.co.uk

ac/hfc/50
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2CD7 Sigmas

TitanNova

Gil Mini Sub 
& Vision

AccessoriesIsoPlug, DeMag CD, etc.
Orion & GeminiTwo levels of high quality lsoTek has consistently established a 

class leading reputation, a fact that has 
been proved by numerous reviews 
throughout the world and over 21 
industry awards.

SiriusAvailable in 6 sockets only

HI-FICHOICE 
\ magazine /

MiraDedicated TV filter

lsoTek is committed to the creation of 
truly cutting edge designs through the 
development of unique proprietary 
technologies. Every product is designed 
and developed in the England and hand 
assembled in their factory in Hampshire.

HI-FI

Only the finest quality components are 
used, and many of these are uniquely 
developed and built to 'MOD' 
specifications.

For your free brochure, or to locate your 
nearest dealer please call Activ 
Distribution on 01635 291357.

"We would not hesitate to suggest the Sirius as an effective 
upgradefor arty rtystem" H1-F1 Choice, July Issue 2008

IscWeek®
www.isoteksystems.com

OVERALL SCORE

Activ Distribution

We've heard bigger leaps in performance from other mains 
filters, but they all cost considerably more than this one. 
Even with 'standard' mains leads, this is a worthwhile addition 
to a decent hi-fi set-up.

Tel: 01635 291357 • Fax: 01635 291356
E-Mail: isotek@activdistribution.com • www.activdistribution.com

www.isoteksystems.com

http://www.isoteksystems.com
mailto:isotek@activdistribution.com
http://www.activdistribution.com
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Talkin' Loud

Last winter you ran an interesting series of 
articles about home listening at 'realistic' SPLs, 
which concluded, reasonably, that most people, 
most of the time, are either unable or unwilling 
to listen at SPLs of 100-plus decibels.

We all accept 'smaller-than-life' visual images 
on TV and, likewise, sonic images on the hi-fi. 
This, however, should have a profound effect 
on your reviewing technique but, no pressure, 
we are still waiting for the change.

There still seems to be an underlying 
assumption that equipment should be tested 
at full throttle, like car testers, who seem to be 
only interested in track performance, even 
when they are looking at a city car.

You do seem to be bound by some unwritten 
rule that says you can only make vague, 
elliptical hints about equipment being 'sleepy' 
at low levels, or 'untidy' at high levels.

Wouldn't it be nice if you could state out 
loud, in your reviews, that component X 

actually gives its best at lower SPLs, unlike 
component Y, which needs lots of juice' Would 
the manufacturers be terribly upset, and cut 
you off from new equipment/

Give it a try, and see what happens ।

Jim McGing via email

HFC Significantly, the reason why these 
terms seem vague is due to how good - not 
how bad - hi-fi really is these days. Most

"...the cables will 
appeal to music 
aficionados only."
systems are comfortable playing loud, soft 
and everywhere in between. A very few 
excel at low sound pressure levels, a small 
minority do well at particularly high levels, 
but the majority fall between these two 
points. Some place mild emphasis on 
working best at low or high levels and this 
is commented upon, often using the terms 
you describe. But to describe that mild 
preference in stronger terms would be 
doing the reader a disservice.

HDMI HAPPY
Thanks for highlighting the HDMI issue in 
July's Hi-Fi Choice (HFC 308). In our view, 
the technology and the cables are under
utilised and are currently working below 
their full capacity as the hardware that they 
are connected to, are still playing catch-up. 
The musical properties of the cables will 
appeal to music aficionados only when and 
if high-end brands adopt it for use in their 
transports and preamps. In addition to 
uncompressed digital transmission, HDMI is 
offering more good news for consumers □

E MONTH

AGE IS ND BOUNDARY 
As a silver wedding present last year, my wife 
bought me my first 'real' hi-fi system; we both 
went to a dealer and I picked out a Musical 
Fidelity CD and amp, coupled to a pair of 
little Monitor Audio floorstanders. I was 
ecstatic and my wife and I have found new 
enjoyment from our CDs.
That was just the start. In the last year, both 
my father and my eldest son have also 
bought proper hi-fi, partly due to listening to 
my system (and partly to shut me up, I 
guess). Their systems are very different, but 
we've all started buying more music than 

ever. So I guess you are never too old (or too 
young) for hi-fi.

Alan Elliot via email
HFC The best hi-fi systems are highly 
infectious; if you are exposed to good hi-fi, 
you will want one for yourself and - if 
yours is good too, you just end up 
exposing more potential hi-fi owners. 
It's also a little known fact that for many 
hi-fi enthusiasts, the hi-fi is the cheapest 
part of the deal. Many of us spend far 
more on music than we ever will on the kit 
and the very best systems help to open up 
our tastes in music.

WIN Sound Solutions

RUSS ANDREWS’ 

SOUND 
SOLUTIONS BOOK

The author of our ‘letter of the month' 
will receive a free copy of Russ Andrews' 
excellent hi-fi book, Sound Solutions. 
This compact and invaluable tome is an 
excellent guide to getting the best out of 
the equipment you already own. So drop 
us a line, or email
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[choice Mail] Readers' letters

□ as it will provide a truly universal 
connection between digital hardware 
across the house and imitate the success of 
USS connections.

Reuben Klein Wireworld UK

HFC We have exactly the problem you 
describe, when it comes to testing HDMI; 
it's a connection of potentially massive 
benefit for the audiophile, yet currently 
remains a poor relation in audio 
connectivity. We hope that when Siu-ray 
Audio begins to appear, HDMl's potential 
will start to be discovered by the hi-fi 
community. Until then, sadly, it remains 
on the 'special interest' bench.

STAR WARS
I've been reading your excellent magazine for 
around two years now and appreciate the 
detail and lengths your team goes to in 
reviewing the various products. But I'm 
confused as to why you have changed your 
scoring system. You claim to be the UK's 
most rigorous hi-fi testers (something I'm not 
disputing) but now you round everything up 
with a five star scoreii Why lose the 
percentages I It JUSt seems a little odd.

Alan Cook Hertfordshire

HFC We noticed an alarming trend when 
using a percentage scale; buyers were 
shunning products that received a score 
in the high eighties and instead selecting 
products with absolute top marks, 
irrespective of whether or not that 
equipment worked in context. By adopting 
a more simplistic scoring rubric, products 
that are sonically first-rate but miss out 
on the top scores by virtue of a more 
minimalist approach (for example) still get 
a look-in.

VIVE LA DIFFERENCE
I recently had an interesting opportunity to 
hear two Cambridge Audio 840C CD players, 
both the same make and model. Why was it 
they sounded noticeably different/ Similarly, 
two Nordost Shiva power cables (again 
same make and model) also produced great 
perceptible differences in sound quality. 
What's going on here/

I s it possible that subtle variations in build 
quality, such as solder connections; thickness 
and type of wire used and the materials used 
by component manufacturers can result in a 
'sum of the parts' style effect on sound from 
one model to the next/ If so, what of the 
poor consumer who forks out his monies for 
sonically sub-standard, yet still perfectly

"...anyone who 'likes' a valve amp should 
never review hi-fi for a living...”
saleable goods/ With your greater testing 
experience at Hi-Fi Choice, is it really a 
lottery out there, or just my dodgy hearing I

Steve Gorlik W. Yorks

HFC It's possible you might have two 
products at the extremes of the 
specification; comparing a product that's 
slightly better than the norm against one 
that's slightly worse would highlight big 
differences in performance. However, the 
chances of finding two atypically good and 
two atypically bad products out of four 
seem remote in the extreme.
Lots of things can influence the sound 
quality of a product, but possibly not things 
as subtle as the type of wire used in a 
specific component. For example, if you 
are comparing two identical CD players, 
is one new out of the box where the other 
has been played for a year or two. Or, has 
one player been constantly powered up 
where its rival hasn't been near a mains 
plug in a couple of weeks? Ask anyone who 
recently moved house; the process of 
boxing up, transporting and unpacking 
products can make them sound dreadful. 
Which is why we insist on warming up any 
products before critically listening to them. 
Finally, here's a useful tip from the old days 
about assessing kit; play the piece of music 
on product A. then repeat the first 20 
seconds or so of the music on A before 
switching to B. This helps keep the intro 
of the music fresh in your mind when 
changing products.

DO YOU MEASURE UP?
Your recent test of valve amplifiers (Ultimate 
Croup Test, HFC 305) showed up something 
interesting. Valve amplifiers clearly deliver 
terrible levels of measured distortion, but 
people don't care... they just lap up the 
sound, distortion and all. Even the best 
performing - and most expensive - 
product in the test (the Copland CTA405) 
would struggle to live up to the measured 
distortion standards of a solid-state 
amplifier that cost less one tenth as much. 
I think you should use valve amps as a test 
of listener competency... anyone who 'likes' 
a valve amp should never review hi-fi 
for a living, because they prefer distortion 
to accuracy.

Name and address withheld

HFC There's distortion... and there's 
distortion! Most people will struggle to 
perceive relatively high levels of even-order 
distortion (broadly speaking, the sounds a 
valve amp produces) while tiny amounts of 
odd-order distortion (again broadly 
speaking, the distortion inherent to some 
solid-state systems) will make a system 
sound harsh. And yes, some prefer the 
softening, warm tones of a valve amp, 
often clear in the knowledge that it's not 
strictly accurate. Some also prefer the 
colorations inherent to box loudspeakers 
over electrostatic panels; shou Id we get rid 
of them too?

Pictured: Controversial valve technology

COLD WAR CASSETTE
Some years ago I was recording on a Toshiba 
cassette deck, but was plagued with 
background interference. After getting the 
deck to record with no input, I found that the 
interference was a Russian station in English । 

A chap installing multi TV aerial systems 
required for TVs in an electrical retailer 
thought my interconnect cable was acting as 
an aerial and that I should cut it in half. This 
I did and that was it - no more Mother 
Russia in the background.
Although this happened many years ago 
now, it always makes me wonder if it could 
still happen again today!

Austin Hartnell Newcastle-upon-Tyne

HFC If anything, our more contended than 
ever airwaves are more - not less - likely to 
interfere with low-level signals on 
interconnects. Fortunately, many of the 
best cables are designed specifically to 
shield the signals from this potential 
problem. Interference can be hard to 
eliminate, though and we knew of one 
home cinema enthusiast who had to wrap 
all his cables in silver foil to keep radio 
stations out of his TV set. Of course, he did 
have the Wrotham transmitting station as 
a close neighbour...
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Practical Hi-Fi
At Practical Hi-Fi we still get excited about new 
products coming out from our favourite manufacturers. 
We have an amazing collection of products in stock 
from specialist suppliers like PS Audio, Monitor Audio, 
B&W, Pure Sound, SUGDEN, Kef, Cyrus and many more.

We offer many kinds of audio equipment from these 
manufacturers from valve phono stages through to high 
power class A power amplifiers. SACD players from 
Marantz and turntables from respected manufacturers 
like Project, The Funk Firm and Roksan.

We stock a large range of cables from The Chord 
Company, Siltech and Townshend. We will encourage 
you to try these in your system, to get the best balance 
possible. If you want specialist equipment from 
enthusiastic people who care about what can be 
achieved, you need to visit Practical-Hi Fi at one of 
our convenient NorthWest stores.
We love to get it right, and giving our customers the 
most from their equipment is what we are about. 
We specialise in home demonstrations, making sure 
that it sounds as good at home as it did in the shop.

Drop into a Practical-Hi Fi today and experience 
Hi Fi as it should be.

Stop Press: The new range of Cyrus SE CD Players 
are NOW IN STOCK and sounding awesome, we suggest 
you book a demonstration asap, as initial stock is limited.

Diary Date: October 18th and 19th for the best Hi Fi 
and Home Entertainment show in the North West at the 
Renaissance Manchester (off Deansgate)

BLACKPOOL
Tel: 01253 300599

BOLTON
Tel: 01204 395789

PRESTON
Tel: 01772 883958

LANCASTER MANCHESTER WARRINGTON
Tel: 01524 39657 Tel: 0161 839 8869 Tel: 01925 632179

www.practicalhi-fi.net

Stockists of:

SONY Pioneer

...and too many other hi-quality manufacturers to list in one advert.

http://www.practicalhi-fi.net


ASK 
A LAN
Cot a burning hi-fi question? Ask Alan...

Send your queries to:
Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW 
Or email your queries to hihmail@futurenet.co.uk

Speaker swap

I recently swapped the loudspeaker in my 
Fender Blues Junior guitar amp for a 
completely different design from a different 
brand (I switched from a Eminence/Fender 
blue back model to a Celestion Vintage 30) 
and upgraded the valves and the sonic 
improvement was marked. Why can't I do the 
same with my hi-fi?

Peter Prior via email

HFC Guitar amplifiers are designed to 
reproduce a frequency range with high 
treble or deep bass. This can comfortably 
be covered by a single 300mm drive 
unit. Loudspeakers in hi-fi have to cope 
with a wider frequency response and 
need to include a tweeter and often 
sub-bass drivers. And that requires a 
crossover network. If you try to replace 
speaker drivers with alternatives in a 
hi-fi loudspeaker, chances are you'll need 
to rework the crossover network, too.

Beefing up the valves is a more 
common upgrade, one that benefits both 
guitar and hi-fi amps alike. The stock 
valves can leave a lot to be desired, but 
remember that buying a really good set 
of new or 'NOS' (new old stock) valves 
can make a difference. Just remember 
to bias your valves if you can, because 
valves set too hot will live a short, over
driven life (good for creamy distortion 
in your Fender amp, but not so good for 
hi-fi), while those set too cool will never 
raise a smile in either camp.

GOOD TD BE BI?
Dear Alan,
My speakers have bi-wire terminals and I only 
have single-wired cables. What benefit would I 
get from bi-wired cables' Also, the links 
between the bi-wire terminals are just metal 
bars... are there better options available'

Kevin Winogrand via email

HFC Bi-wiring means taking two sets of 
cable connected together at the speaker 
terminals and hooking one set to the 
speaker's HF terminals and the second set 
to the LF sockets. If you have a three-way 
speaker, it's possible to tri-wire a system 
and so on, although tri-and quad-wired 
systems are a rarity. There are a number of 
theories as to why bi-wiring 'should' make 
a difference, the most commonly touted of 
which centres around back EMF (electro
motive force) from the magnetic flux of 
the woofer undermining the midrange and 
high-frequency signals. The opposing view 
involves dismissing the 'back EMF' theory 
as complete and utter nonsense and 
saying the whole thing can be summed up 
by adding the word 'more' in between 'bi-' 
and '-wire'.

From a purely subjective standing, some 
people think bi-wiring makes a huge 
difference and others think it makes no 
difference whatsoever. We think this 
dichotomy in opinion might stem from the 
nature of the crossover network in the 
speaker itself; the crossovers in some 
speakers appear to more consistently 
benefit from bi-wiring, others don't. 
Unfortunately, because you haven't 
mentioned what kind of speakers you are 
thinking of bi-wiring, we can't even guess 
whether you will hear much of a benefit.

Same applies to those little bars 
connecting HF to HF and LF to LF. You 
could get a small set of jumper leads 

made from your existing speaker cables 
(black-belt cable experts can even make a 
set of bi-wire connection loops on the 
speaker end of your cables) and may hear 
a difference, or may be laughed at for 
trying to hear the sound of possibly lOcm 
of wire at the end of perhaps SOOcm of 
the same wire.

NEW FOR OLD POLICY
Dear Alan,
I feel the need for a change 1 I have used the 
same system for many years - Arcam CD and 
amplifier, Royd loudspeakers - and would 
like something to bring me up-to-date. When 
I bought this system in the early 1990s, I 
spent about E 1,000. How much would I need 
to spend to produce a system of similar 
quality today and what models can you 
recommend7

Tony Cheeseman via email

HFC It's hard to do like-for-like comparisons 
that span the decades. The dominance of 
Chinese manufacturing - and the lower 
prices that brings - means that your £1,000 
can potentially bring you a far better set of 
products than you could have got in the 
early 1990s. However, this also means that 
if you wanted to replace your equipment 
with three extremely well-respected UK- 
designed, UK-built components, you'll end 
up spending a lot more.

I n the first case, you could try Cambridge 
Audio's Azur 640C v2 player and 640A v2 
integrated amplifier and a pair of Mordaunt 
Short Mezzo 1 speakers (giving you a good 
sounding system for around the £1,000 
mark). On the other hand, you could go for 
Leema's Pulse and Stream combination 
coupled to a pair of Acoustic Energy AEl 
Classics to deliver the best in British sound, 
for around £3,000. Or, of course, you could 
stay brand-loyaI and go for Arcam; the new
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WHY EXPENSIVE 
CABLES?
Dear Alan,
I am thinking of buying a pair ofTownshend 
lsolda cables. I know HFC really likes this cable, 
but what's so good about it and would you 
recommend it instead of other cables'

Stefan Blomberg via email

HFC We like lsolda a lot, but wouldn't make 
a sweeping recommendation on any product 
without knowing what was in the rest of the 
system. What lsolda loudspeaker cables offer 
is a cable with characteristic impedance more 
in line with that of the loudspeaker itself. 
This makes the cable sound less intrusive 
than most, but low impedance means high 
capacitance and not every power amplifier 
in history is happy handling high capacitance 
cables (using this design with a 20-year

FMJ CD17 and FMJ A18 are untested as yet, but 
this £950 combination comes from very good 
stock. If you liked the sound of Royd of old, check 
out either Rega or Aurousal loudspeakers, which 
have some of the character of the older speakers.

OLD DR NEW CD PLAYER
Dear Alan,
I want to buy a CD player, with a budget of about 
E800. But what should I choose' The obvious 
candidate is the recently improved Nairn CD5i, but 
others also tempt me, such as the new Cairn 
Tornado, with its SOFT board upgrade. Or maybe it's 
worth stretching my budget to the Leema Stream? 
I can't help thinking all those DACs must make a 
difference, if the Antilla is anything to go by.

However, its not just new players that interest me, 
as I could get a three-year-old CD (which would 
have cost over E2,000 new) less than half the new 
price. I have always enjoyed Marantz players, so the 
SA 11-S 1 could be just the job for me. But how far 
has the sound quality of new CD players come since 
that player was launched'

My current system comprises a Teac VRDS^ l 0, NVA 
50 passive preamp, Counterpoint hybrid valve/ 
MOSFET power amp and Dynaudio Audience 50s on 
heavy Atacama stands. The Dynaudios will be next 
on the upgrade list, but they are surprisingly neutral 
and revealing for their price, so I have chosen to 
upgrade the CD first. My listening preferences are 
varied, but more modern rock than classical.

Simon Blanchard via email

HFC The new vs. old debate is a popular one this 
month; not exactly unsurprising though, given the 
pace of CD player technology. Of the three new 
players you suggest and especially in the context 

old Nairn is not a good idea, for example).
The lsolda interconnect cable is designed 

to provide the least sonically damaging 
environment for the conductors; a design 
carefully produced to use air (arguably second 
only to the hard vacuum of space) as the main 
dielectric and without a shield unless called for. 
This gets close to listening to copper instead of 
listening to copper, its insulation, the braided 
shield and all the other components of the 
cable. Once again, though, we would hesitate 
to recommend this without some idea of what 
two products it's hooking together.

Your best bet is to seek out a dealer that 
stocks Townshend products and can 
demonstrate their benefits to you. Ideally, 
they will loan the cables to you for a short 
period. Faling that, contact Townshend to 
discuss your system and its cabling needs.

of your system, we'd plump for the Leema if you 
can stretch to it. Failing that, do your best to 
audition the Nairn and the Cairn, too and see what 
you think.

The SA-11 is a cracking player as well, so we 
would also keep a close eye out for one - you 
could get one for under £1,000 if you're lucky. 
You'll find the Marantz still keeps up with the likes 
of the Leema in many respects...

All or some •••

Dear Alan,
I need your professional advice whether I should 
upgrade my entire hi-fi or just selected parts. My 
current system consists of an Arcam CD 192 player, 
Arcam Alpha 9 pre and power bi-wired to Mission 
753 speakers and using Supra Sword interconnects 
and Kimber speaker cables. My listening room is 
about 3m wide and 4m long and about 2.5m tall, 
and I listen to mostly rock, blues, folk and lots of 
female vocals, such as Sarah Brightman, Loreena 
McKennitt and Tracy Chapman

Andrew Thompson via email

HFC The obvious part to upgrade is the pre/ 
power amplifier. The Alpha 9 combo is very 
good, but both CD and loudspeaker can take an 
upgrade or two in the amp department. Staying 
with Arcam, you could go for the new FMJ A38 
integrated amplifier with matching P38 power 
amp. This would be the most logical 'drop in' 
solution. If you haven't already done so, in order 
to get the best out of the speakers, position 
them about half a metre from the 3m wall, about 
2m apart and l.5m away from the opposite wall. 
As long as the room isn't made of glass and has 
soft furnishings, this will sound excellent.

Alan's Tips
VALVE BIAS
Thermionic devices are precision 
engineering devices... from the early 20th 
Century. A sophisticated and complex 
inner world of metal usually shrouded in 
glass, the designs of vaIves - especially 
power valves - predate the tight 
tolerances required of solid-state and 
especially the latest surface-mount 
components. All of which means, no two 
valves are exactly alike.

Companies can predict, with some 
surety, the characteristics of a valve and 
supply power tubes in matched pairs or 
quartets. This is done by testing and 
matching valves by hand before supplying 
them (this also means using a valve 
testing machine... a remarkable bit of 
mid-20th Century technology that looks 
like something right out of a 1950s sci-fi 
movie). However, there's no guarantee 
that the new matched pair will also match 
the previous pairing, so sometimes you 
will need to 'bias' your valves. The bias of 
a power tube relates to the idle current 
of the output valve; set too high, the 
amplifier will start to distort too easily, 
too low and the amp will sound sterile 
and bland at all volumes. Put another 
way, set too hot and the tubes will burn 
out faster; set too low and you only hope 
they will.

In most modern amplifiers, the job is 
done - or part done - for you. Auto-biasing 
circuits and circuits that merely require 
you to turn a potentiometer until an 
indicator light blinks out are common
place. So are amplifiers with fixed bias, 
which assume the nature of the power 
tubes will be within tolerance (in fairness, 
most are). If, however, you notice your 
classic valve amp sounding distorted (or 
very unexciting) after a re-valve, or that 
one set of valves glows significantly 
brighter or darker than before, you might 
need to get the amplifier professionally re
biased, usually through the manufacturer.

You shouldn't have to call out the man 
with the multimeter too often, though. 
Valves should have a working life of 
10,000 hours or so and don't appear to 
age when not being used (the vacuum 
inside the shroud prevents metal from 
oxidising, of course). This not aging when 
stored properly means it's possible to buy 
classic valves from the 1930s-1950s as 
'new old stock' parts. Of course, their 
rarity means you might end up paying 
through the nose for the privilege.
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The/ way to- play vinyl/

Model 10A

Model 20/2A

Model 20/12A

Model 30/2A

Series M2

Series 300

Series IV

Series V

Ask for details of this superb range:
SME LTD • STEMMING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 

tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 fax: +44 (0)1903 814269

I email sales@sme.ltd.uk or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk

iCube vinyl storage cubes make ii easy to store, access and arrange 
your records in any way and come ready-made in natural or studio 
black finish. Beautifully built using l 8mm mdf, your favourite music 
will be safely stored within these fantastic cubes for years to come.

brennan JB7
BEST BUY

One button 
plays your entire 
music collection
The JB7 stores up to 2,500 CDs in the space 
of a hardback book. JB7 lets you find and play music 
in seconds. The large bright display and remote control 
allow you to play your entire music collection from your armchair. 
Maybe the best thing is the way JB7 finds and plays long 
forgotten tracks in your CD collection

It takes under five minutes to load a CD. The brennan JB7 has a 
30W per channel stereo amplifier or you can use it with your 
existing amplifier. Prices from £299.

Get the whole story at www.3ga.org.uk
Or call 01638615117
Introductory offer - Quote HFC08 for free delivery.

mailto:sales@sme.ltd.uk
http://www.sme.ltd.uk
http://www.3ga.org.uk


Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high-performance hi-fi in the world.
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Good build and open, lively 
sound from a valve DAC With 
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also great value for money.
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weight and power through the 
bass unless you prizAne 
quality. Cables cost extra and 
competition from single 
chassis designs won't help.

r-riv.vii.' A<,.xa’’< :■ .g ve^arnb' > p xJucmg o
box p^er of thi" b‘>d QteUgo rnrt orice. So methingjuit hai
I-' giwj d T sfheDA( , wt .• h -."itd justem h--

HHI **OVERALL SCORE

The things we think 
could be better

The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performance. 
Components scoring 
more than four stars 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge

A component 
receiving the coveted 
Hi-Fi Choice Best 
Buy Badge has been 
judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
thereby offering 
outstanding value 
for money.

This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
components that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance, regardless 
of cost, These products 
may be considered 
among the very best 
of their kind.

Turn the page far the mast 
rigorous tests of serious 
hi-fi in the business...
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Cyrus CD 8 SE CD player [Review]

Mini masterpiece
Cyrus has built its own Servo Evolution platform, bringing CO replay close to perfection

PRODUCT Cyrus CD 8 SE CD

TYPE CD player

PRICE El , 100

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 2l.5x7.5x36.5cm
O Weight: 3.5kg O Analogue outputs: 4x RCA phono 
ODigital outputs: Electrical (phono) and optical (Toslink) 
OMC-Bus in and out O Proprietary Servo Evolution 

technology O Slot-loading mechanism

CONTACT e 01480 410900 '"'www.cyrusaudio.com

F
or over twenty years now, we've 
been reviewing CD players 'made by' 
specialist manufacturers - a proportion 
of which are manufactured by a very small 

number of companies (originally Philips or 
Sony, these days just as likely to be an 
unpronounceable Chinese outfit), who produce 
CD transport mechanisms as complete 
assemblies. Take one of these, add a D^A 
converter, an output stage, a display and a 
power supply and you've 'made' a CD player... 
of sorts.

Cyrus has gone one better than that and in 
the process has achieved something which the 
company says is unique. Instead of using a 
ready-built mechanism, Cyrus has specified 
each component separately and then produced 
its own software that knits the whole caboodle 
into a functioning assembly. We've a little 
more detail on that and why it matters, in this 
issue's Techno column on page 21, but what's 
important to the audiophile is that the 

mechanism has been optimised for high- 
quality music replay.

That sounds nuts at first. Digits are digits, 
and really crummy CD (DVD, even) players still 
manage to get the data off the disc most of 
the time. But let's make a little analogy here 
with LP replay: an LP player can be optimised 
for various requirements. If you're a DJ, for 
instance, you want it set up so that whatever 
happens it keeps playing, so you put a 
lightweight arm on it, set the tracking force to 
several grammes and mount the whole thing 
with just a little suspension so that knocks 

"But what's imponant to the audiophile is 
that the mechanism has been optimised for 
high-quality music replay."
don't cause it to skip. If you're a broadcaster, 
you want minimal clicks and skipping due to 
dust so again you increase the tracking force, 
though resilience is less of an issue. But the 
super-fussy audiophile can fiddle with tracking 
force, VTA etc. until the sound is best and to 
hell with incidental considerations.

At the point where the laser reads the CD 
groove, signals are entirely analogue and, in 
fact, similar compromises can be made - but 
only if you are deep enough into the system to 

make them. The purchaser of a ready-built CD 
transport simply isn't but Cyrus, thanks to a 
design team steeped in the inner workings of 
digital disc replay, has taken control at what 
engineers call a lower layer of the system. And 
this is the basis of the new 'Servo Evolution' 
versions of the Cyrus CD players.

From the outside, the CDS SE closely 
resembles the old CD8x, except for one 
important respect. With the SE giving freedom 
to build up the mechanical parts of the system 
to taste, Cyrus has opted for a slot-loading 
mechanism instead of the former tray loader.

We're not sorry to see the rather rattly old 
Cyrus tray go, though we do have one 
niggling reservation about this slot loading 
replacement. When it ejects the disc, it doesn't 
push it quite far enough out and gripping it 
without touching the playing surface is 
distinctly awkward. Even worse, if one 
accidentally ejects a disc and wants to reload 
it, simply pushing it back in achieves nothing 
except making it completely impossible to 
grasp, unless you actually end up □
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PB: Absolutely, they sound better. It is likely that 
CD will be the safest and highest quality carrier for 
the foreseeable future. Obviously it is possible to 
buy music online, but these services are aimed at 
the mass market, not the needs of the audiophile 
Cyrus customer.

To our knowledge, our SE platform is the only CD 
engine specifically developed for high-end audio. 
There are companies claiming one tweak or other, 
but no one has engineered a 'made for high-end' 
CD engine. The data sent to our DAC requires less 
correction because we read it 'right first time'. It is 
the corrective action required by lesser drives that 
induces noise into the sensitive analogue stages 
and limits resolution.

The SE is fairly similar, if not slightly better, in 
terms of disc defect performance compared to the 
module it replaces. We could set it up, if we 
wanted to, to play through just about any type of 
disc defect, but with this comes a compromise in 
sound quality.

We have deliberately tuned our system to favour 
red book standard discs that have been reasonably 
well looked after. The engineering team member 
responsible for the servo tuning has created CD 
systems with high shock-resistance, or with high 
scratch playability, but these are not the best
sounding CD engines. For the SE project the R&D 
team design brief was ‘the best sound possible 
from CD'.

□ grabbing the playing surface. If Cyrus 
could use its omnipotence over the CD replay 
experience to fix that, we'd be delighted'

Looking inside the CD 8 SE, it certainly 
has a familiar ring - indeed, Cyrus is quite 
happy to admit that the audio electronics 
are unchanged from its predecessor, which 
seems sensible enough as the results we 
got from it were always on the impressive 
side of decent. Power is derived from two 
tiny toroidal transformers, one on each side 
of the case, while the audio board effectively 
hangs from the top of the case: the new 
servo board is stacked underneath it. 
Components throughout are good-quality, 
with a DAC chip of recent vintage and high
performance op-amps.

At the rear, two sets of audio outputs are 
provided, plus both flavours of digital output 
and Cyrus's 'MC-Bus' control system in and 
out. There's also a socket for a PSX-R external 
power supply for upgraders. The features are 
the usual set and operation is slick and 
simple, with moderately fast disc loading.

SOUND QUALITY

Obviously we're always very interested in the 
performance of a much-trumpeted new model, 
but in this case the stakes seem to be higher 
than ever for Cyrus. The thing is, the CD8x was 
a very good CD player, so in order to avoid a 
damp squib at this point the SE has to achieve 
something pretty splendid. So, we plugged it in 
and cued up a familiar disc... but weren't really 
blown away. Very nice, but nothing remarkable.

Interestingly, and not for the first time in 
recent memory, this turned out to be part of 
this player's strengths. You don't necessarily 
want a CD player to sound remarkable initially, 
that could very easily imply that there is 
something not quite right. Yes, some players do 
stick out from the herd in even the quickest 
demonstration, but they don't always wear well 
and can be very much a question of taste in 
the long run. The majority stick close to a 
straight and narrow path for the simple reason 
that they're technically highly competent and 
give the same analogue output from the same 
digits, within close limits.

Because Cyrus is in control of the whole engine 
specification we could swap out, for instance, the 
loader or laser for another, should we choose to.

ader

Cyrus CD8 SE - www.techradar.com/399370

Developing our Servo Evolution 
platform gave us control of what 
loader to use and the vote went 
to a slot, as drawers are either 
poor quality or add a 
disproportionate cost to the 
machine's overall price.
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Cyrus CD 8 SE CD player [Review]

All the same, small deviations exist between 
them and this is exactly the sort of thing which 
only becomes fully apparent after a few tracks'- 
worth of listening. Sometimes one realises that 
the balance is a little unusual, or perhaps 
imaging a shade better or worse than most. 
I n this case, the distinctive feature proved to 
be resolution. We seemed to be hearing more 
of the detail between the notes and between 
the performers in space, than we are 
accustomed to, certainly from digital sources 
in this price bracket.

We'll give an example of what we mean by 
that, by choosing as a test, a disc we've used to 
evaluate literally hundreds of hi-fi products for 
more than a decade. It's of solo voices, chorus 
and small orchestra and it was recorded 
quite simply in a nice acoustic, with good 
equipment, giving it some of the most lifelike 
sound quality we've ever heard. It's proved 
invaluable for analysing the finer points of 
performance, especially among CD players and 
DACs, precisely because of the sheer amount 
of information that seems to be available.

I n this case, we soon became aware that the 
sound of each instrument was exceptionally 
well defined. One could hear the individual 
decay of oboe, violin and harpsichord, none 
i nterfering with another, but each beautifully 
portrayed in terms of tone, space and indeed 
time. Voices, too, had superbly stable tone and 
timbre, unaffected by anything else within the 
music texture. It often seems that instruments 
and voices somehow 'modulate' each other in 
the replay process, leading to subtle but 
surprisingly disturbing mix-up and muddle 
between them and in avoiding that the CD 8 
SE shows itself on a level (or very nearly so) 
with some of the finest digital replay devices 
we've heard, including very upmarket kit from 
the likes of Meridian and dCS.

^OL.IT CYRUS...
Thee Cyrus story (began in the 1980s when, 
as part of Mission, Thee brand name was 
used on specialist sterreo amplifiers. When, 
in 1982, the launch of the CD format took 
Thee hi-fi world by storm, the Cyras R&D 
team saw the opportunity to embrace a 
new technology and the first audiophile 
CD players -re the result.

Betaeen 1983 and 1990, Cyrus made a 
series of «tremely popular amplifiers 
called Cyrus One and Cyrus Two. 'The latter 
having the option of adding a separate 
power supply to boost performance. 
Over the years, Cyras has gained a 
worldwide reputation for delivering 
excellent sounding hi-fi product and the 
range includes CD players, amplifiers and 
hard disk media serve«.

"It is more than merely competent with any 
musical style we could throw at it, adapting 
to everything from punk rock to Mozart... " "

So it's certainly a very civilised player. But 
what of its performance with music of a raw, 
visceral nature? Once again, we can find little 
but praise. We haven't always been vastly 
enthusiastic about the rhythm and timing 
of Cyrus digital sources, but we can't help 
feeling that the CD 8 SE offers a small, but 
significant improvement in this area over its 
predecessors. While there is no suggestion 
of a tonal imbalance, bass is very strong and 
clearly defined, with plenty of attack when 
needed. It may not be quite as extrovert as 
some we've heard, but then it seems to be 
an unavoidable compromise that the most 
overtly rhythmic hi-fi components are not 
the most detailed. One size, indeed, does 
not quite fit all 1

All the same, this is one of the most assured 
all-rounders we've come across, certainly if one 
discounts the esoteric and expensive high end. 
11 is more than merely competent with any 
musical style we could throw at it, adapting 
adroitly to everything from punk rock to the 
infinitely gentler tones of Mozart string 
quartets. While its tonal evenness and 
extension, combined with its lack of grain 
and harshness, make it an attractive choice 
for long listening sessions.

Arguably, there are some great CD players 
around at the moment and the Cyrus CD 8 SE 
is definitely one of them. From top to bottom 
of the range, it has superb grip and control 

over the sound without ever being in danger 
of strangling the life out of the music. Its 
technical prowess is clear, too: we ran our 
usual batch of tests and confirmed that jitter, 
noise and distortion are all among the very 
best we've seen from any 16-bit digital source 
(though once again the digital filter allows 
some aliasing, unfortunately). Imaging and 
detail are first-rate and sounds are invariably 
solid and almost tangible. You'd have to 
spend truly frightening amounts of money on 
an amplifier and speakers before you could 
say that the CDS SE was putting a brake on 
overall system performance... and we can't say 
fairer than thatl HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FABL.ITYR

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

□ PRO
Superbly civilised sound 
which can still accommodate 
raw music with aplomb.
Excellent bass extension, 
controlandtiming.

□ CON
Slot-loading mechanism 
doesn't eject discs quite 
far enough for comfort and 
convenience. Sound is 
occasionally just a touch 
shut-in in the highest treble.

A stunning product for the money, offering performance 
startlingly close to what one would expect for a player three 
orfourtimes as much. A worthy testament to Cyrus and its 
dedicated designers.
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LP12 is Majik
Based on a classic design, the Majik LPT2 is Linn's most affordable yet

PRODUCT Linn Majik LP12

TYPE Turntable

PRICE £1,995 inc. Project 9cc arm and Linn Adikt cart

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44.5x14x35.6cm
O Weight: 15kg O 33.3/45rpm with adaptor

O 24V synchronous motor O Upgradable configuration

CONTACT S 0141 307 7777 » www.linn.co.uk

T
he Linn Sondek LP12 was once the be 
all and end all of not only turntables, 
but serious hi-fi as a whole. In the late 

seventies and early eighties your masculinity 
was certainly in doubt if you didn't own an 
LP12. That's assuming that you believed the 
hype in magazines and from Linn dealers.

The LP12 was, in fact, so successful for a 
relatively expensive turntable that it went on 
to launch thousands of Linn/Naim systems 
- many of which are still around today. But 
in the last ten years or so the LP12 has become 
just another turntable in a hotly contested 
market place. It's also pretty expensive in the 
general scheme of things - a full monty 
version will set you back £4,480 and that's 
without the arm or cartridge.

The new super-affordable Majik version is a 
full LP12 turntable with the standard armboard 
and solid base as well as the "extremely low- 
noise patented main bearing" and Mazak 8 
platter. It has a three-point spring suspension 

system and a folded steel subchassis that 
connects the main bearing to the wooden 
armboard. The main body of the turntable 
is solid wood and comes in a variety of 
types and is surmounted by a stainless top 
plate which seats the on/off switch. Majik 
elements include the internal power supply 
and a Pro-Ject 9cc carbon fibre tonearm. This 
is surprising, because Linn used to sell its own 
entry-level tonearms (most famously the Basic). 
However, the company has a history of using 
third-party tonearms such as the Grace, so the 
Pro-Ject is not such a radical choice after all.

The 9cc is the top Pro-Ject tonearm and 
retails for £450 when sold separately. It has
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Linn Majik LP12 turntable [Review]

"In the late seventies and early eighties, 
your masculinity was certainly in doubt if 
you didn't own an LP12."
inverted bearings and a conical carbon fibre 
tube that morphs into the headshell. It can be 
adjusted for both VTA (armbase height) and 
azimuth (the tube can be rotated) and comes 
with an arm cable that plugs into the base and 
could be replaced if you fancy juggling with 
the insides of an LP12. Unlike most turntables, 
this is not something that is encouraged - the 
LP12 is a difficult design to set up - those 
springs are inclined to go out of alignment if 
knocked or twisted and getting them back in 
place is a kerfuffle even if you've had the 
training. We managed to lure Linn's Roger 
Whittingham to do the set up that a dealer 
would usually carry out and it took him a good 
two hours.

The final piece of the package is Linn's 
Adikt cartridge, the only moving magnet in 
i ts range has a Gyger II replaceable stylus 
poking out from its shapely belly and threaded 
i nserts for easy mounting in the top. Linn 
supplies a metal plate which sits atop the 
headshell to stop the bolts marking the 
relatively soft carbon fibre. The Adikt usually 
costs £275, add that to the £1,540 that a 
standard LP12 costs (which does not include 
the Lingo power supply at £990) and then 
factor in the tonearm and you can see that 
there is a good saving to be had in the

M^ik LP12 package. The standard LP12 does 
i nclude a lid, however.
The LP12 is also probably one of the most 
upgradable turntables on the market: the 
Majik package can be modified, one element 
at a time, all the way to fully-blown status. 
Linn recommends starting with a Lingo power 
supply (£990), then a Trampolin base (£140), 
Akito tonearm (£720), Klyde MC cartridge 
(£725) and silver tonearm cable (the T Kable 
from £280) You can go further, of course, 
the ultimate system is to add the Keel solid 
aluminium sub-chassis and arm board 
(£1,950), Ekos SE tonearm (£2,950) and 
Akiva MC cartridge (£1,980)

SOUND QUALITY

Linn has long been an advocate of ’being 
able to follow the tune', which seems a fairly 
obvious aspect of musical appreciation, but 
nonetheless makes a change from holographic 
i maging or bone-crunching bass as an audio 
goal. This tune deal comes directly from the 
LP12 which does, indeed, seem to place a lot 
of emphasis on the rhythmic qualities of 
whatever you play. Ta Mahal ’s Cakewalk Into 

Town has a tuba playing the bass line which 
seems more timely than usual. It doesn't seem 
quite as deep in tone as it can be and nor do 

you hear the difference in level between it and 
TM's voice and guitar - which may be why its 
contribution is that much more clear cut. This 
comes down to relatively compressed dynamic 
range, there isn't the same difference in the 
volume of elements within the mix as other 
turntables reveal. With some material this can 
be quite appealing. Keith Jarrett's usually 
rather quiet, but magical moment on Meaning 
of the Blues (Standards, Val 1) is rather more 
clear-cut and substantial than we are used to, 
which means you can hear more of the attack 
and decay of each note. It does not seem an 
overly neutral nor accurate reflection of the 
disc, however, and whether it's a price worth 
paying for the tunefulness of the result is 
going to be a matter of taste.

The treble could also do with some 
extending, you don't hear a lot of the air and 
shimmer in cymbals for instance, which might 
be why the overall result has a slightly cuddly 
feel. Treble plays a large part in defining notes 
across the band as the upper harmonics come 
from that end of the spectrum. The Majik LP12 
does, however, deliver high levels of detail. 
You can hear right into the mix, in a way that 
the turntables in our group of £1,000 designs 
(see HFC 309) could not. It also has an 
assurance to its sound that makes even the 
most challenging material seem coherent 
and approachable. It doesn't take out the bite, 
but it's a bit smoother through the midband 
than you usually find with a moving magnet 
cartridge. We used a Trichord Dino+ phono 
stage with the Adikt, which seemed Cl
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We spoke to Gilad 
Tiefenbrun, Linn's 
Director of Engineering 
about the Majik LP12.

GT: With the Majik LP12 we wanted to make the 
original accessible to the new generation of vinyl 
enthusiasts. Whilst the LP12 is regarded by many 
as a legendary turntable, there was a perception 
that it was very expensive. By introducing a 
complete turntable, with everything included, for 
under £2,000, we aim to break that perception 
and give new customers the chance to discover just 
how good their music can sound when it's played 
on an LP12

The current model, which comes with no fitted 
accessories, is exactly the same as the LP12 we 
start with when building a Majik LP12. The 
difference is, that we have configured a complete 
turntable system with accessories, thus lowering 
the cost to the customer. In effect, you're still 
buying an LP12, but don't have to buy the best 
power supply, tonearm and so on, on day one. 
These are all upgradeable parts of the system. 
The new component in the package is an internal 
power supply, which we've included in the deck 
and means that customers don't have to buy a 
separate power supply. That's the biggest single 
saving when buying a Majik LP12 over building up 
a custom LP12. Of course, by including everything 
with the turntable, we have also been able to 
configure a price that saves customers money.

Why did you select the Pro-Ject tonearm?
We actually auditioned a number of potential 
tonearms and chose the 9cc because its 
performance and musicality are strong for the price 
point. Pro-Ject were willing to work with us to 
deliver on the changes we wanted to make it more 
suitable for an LP12 set-up. It's, therefore, not an 
entirely off-the-shelf Pro-Ject 9cc. In addition, Pro
ject have a similar approach to bearing design to 
our own, which further lent credence to a good 
synergy between the LP12 and a Pro-Ject arm at 
the entry level.

Linn Majik LP12 - www.techradar.com/395268

□ to work well, but most of the Linn two 
channel amps and preamps have built-in 
phono stages that are equally appropriate.

The LP12's undamped spring suspension 
provides a good degree of isolation from 
external vibration, but not so much that 
you can't hear changes in support. We 
started off using a glass shelf on a Custom 
Design Icon stand, but replacing the glass 
with CD's aluminium shelf brought about a 
significant increase in definition and contrast 
within the music. This allowed a rather greater 
appreciation of the reverb soaked soundscapes 
of Felix Laband's Dark Days Exit, which offered 
up highly-textured bass notes in the turntables 
grasp. While the bass isn't as solid as some 
heavyweight designs, it goes down low and 
is very well articulated, hence the resolve of 
the tuba on the Taj Mahal track and the 
crunchiness of the synthetic stylings of 
Mr. Laband.

Out of interest, we swapped the Adikt 
cartridge for a rather more exotic van den Hui 
Canary to see if this would counteract the 
shortcomings perceived. It did enhance 
dynamics and delivered a considerably more 
luxurious and finely detailed sound, but not 
one that could compete with the aged SME 
Model 20A that we call a reference. This is 
a rather more expensive turntable and arm, 
but one as old as ours could probably be had 
for close to the Majik LP12 price so it's not an 
unrealistic comparison.
It brings scale, resolution and wide bandwidth 
to the party, but does not, however, have the 
propulsive quality that makes the LP12 so 
musically engaging.

Which goes to show that with turntables 
you pays your money and takes your choice. 
The Majik LP12 is a very enjoyable and 
musical turntable with high build quality 
and a solid upgrade path. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FEATURES

***
BUILD

*****
VALUE

□ PRO
High build quality and plenty 
of upgrade options for a 
highly engaging and musical 
turntable that will hold its 
.clue a lot longer than most.

□ CON
Not the most revealing nor 
dynamic for the money, small 
finger lift doesn't combine 
well with sprung-suspension. 
You'll need to fit an adaptor 
for 45rpm.

CONCLUSION
The Majik LP12 makes this classic turntable more affordable, 
which means more people being turned on to the thrill of vinyl. 
In resolution terms it's not as strong as it could be, but there's 
no denying its ability to turn you on to the music.

HI-FICHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE

48 Hl-FI CHOICE | September 2008

http://www.techradar.com/395268


www.coherent-systems.co.uk 01684 310849

http://www.coherent-systems.co.uk


Gone Platinum
Monitor Audio's range-topping Platinum series has a little beauty in the line-up

PRODUCT Monitor Audio Platinum PL1OO

TYPE Standmount loudspeaker

PRICE £2,500 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 34x61.5x36.5cm
O Weight:13kg O Two-way vented design
© Ribbon tweeter 0170mm bass/mid driver

O Sensitivity: 88dB (4ohms) O Optional column stands 
(£350 perpair) o Finishes: Santos Rosewood and Ebony 
natural wood veneers with clear gloss piano lacquer

CONTACT St 01268 740580 » www.monitoraudioco.uk

T
he Platinum series from British 
loudspeaker expert Monitor Audio, 
represents the finest engineering in the 

company's comprehensive portfolio. Amongst 
other luxuries, Platinum is known for its high- 
quality ribbon tweeter units, which as we 
discovered, are excellent at delivering fidelity.

Hi-Fi Choice has already covered the flagship 
PL300 floorstander in an extended review 

(HFC 301), but now it's the turn of the 
compact and more affordable PL100.

This domestically friendly two-way design, is 
about as different from the PL300 as you can 
get (except that they share the same basic 
technological underpinnings). Where the 
PL300 is a massive four-driver floorstanding 
wardrobe of a loudspeaker, the PL100 is a 
relatively petite two-driver standmount, which
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Monitor Audio Platinum PL100loudspeaker [Review]

is based around a clever ribbon tweeter that's 
also used in its larger sibling. Although this 
impressive unit is said to work all the way to 
lOOkHz, measuring such frequencies is 
notoriously tricky and not altogether reliable.

Monitor Audio offers an optional dedicated 
stand that bolts directly to the base of the 
speaker for optimal coupling, although at 
£350 per pair, we'd also consider something 
like the market-leading £300 Partington 
Dreadnought Broadside (HFC 309)

The PL 100 uses a vented bass reflex design, 
with a 17cm bass/mid driver and a home^ 
grown ribbon tweeter which takes over at a 
comparatively low 2.8kHz. System sensitivity is 
typical for a compact design at 88dB, which is 
slightly disguised by the four ohm nominal 
impedance and power handling is 120 watts.

"...although the bass is relatively lightweight, 
the Monitor Audio PL100 is more than capable 
of filling a large-sized listening room."

Although none of this could be described as 
revolutionary, the materials and technologies 
used certainly are. The bass driver diaphragm 
is a smoothly dished, skinned sandwich cone 
with a honeycomb Nomex core. Light and stiff, 
it's powered by an elaborately designed 
magnetic engine. The ribbon tweeter was 
designed and built in-house and features an 
extremely lightweight ribbon, investing the 
unit with a lightning-fast transient behaviour 
and one which is said to be responsible for the 
i mpressively wide frequency coverage.

For many, 
| however, the 
f enclosure itself 
[ will be the most 
! remarkable visible 

element of the 
design. Available in 
conservative wood 
veneers, all edges 
are smoothly 
radiused and 
superbly finished, 

while the carcases are 
multilayer plywood 
laminations and the baffle 
is cast from a mineral- 
loaded thermoset polymer, 
chosen for its low resonance 

qualities. The boxes 
are extensively 
braced with 

a front-rear steel 
reinforcing structure 

and a brace whose end point can be seen on 
the back panel. The PL 100 is also carefully 
damped with a bitumastic material and 
finished in an impressive piano lacquer.

The speaker's 'HiVe' port is a low-turbulence 
design, in some ways reminiscent of Bower and 
Wilkins' 'golfball' unit Completing the speaker 
at the back are some well-finished platinum 
plated bi-wire terminals, but it would have 
been preferable if the links between bass and 
tweeter had been made of wire, rather than 
the pressed metal links used here.

SOUND QUALITY
Listening to the PL1OO is a truly enlightening 
experience, though having recently spent some 
quality time with the superb Platinum PL300, 
we were also confident in the standmount.

This is a supremely well balanced design, 
which is easy on the ear and comes without 
the overblown quality of some high-end 
designs. In particular, and this is without 
question the speaker's crowning glory, it has a 
truly superb tweeter, which is sharp, clear and 
precise. It lacks any undue emphasis and has 
none of the excessive sharpness that's 
sometimes apparent in other leading tweeter 
designs. In contrast to many other tweeters, 
you don't really hear it in it's own right 
separately from the speaker as a whole.

The ribbon has a relatively wide lateral 
coverage, not always to be taken for granted 
with ribbons, so that listening from the side 
does not quickly result in a collapse of the 
stereo soundstage into the nearest speaker, 
or severe loss of stereo imagery. Vertical 
dispersion is good by ribbon standards, but 
by no means significantly better than most 
conventional dome tweeters.

From the conventional directly ahead 
position, the 100 offers tremendous image 
specificity, with pin sharp positioning cues. 
As usual, we used a number of discs during 
the review's preparation, several of which 
were clear evidence of the recording venues' 
acoustics and the reverberation pattern. The 
effect was as clear as with any much larger, 
more ambitious speakers.

All that's missing is the sense of scale and 
depth that was suggested by the music. For 
example, playing Bruckner's Ninth Symphony 
from the Gunter Wand SACD set suffered.
11 was also true of a recording of Arvo Part's 

Passio (the former has been reviewed in Choice 
Cuts section in the past), the devastating scale 
and authority of the sound was clearly there 
on the disc, but the comparatively limited bass 
extension of the speaker didn't allow these 
elements to be expressed fully. Of course, we're 
dealing here with the immutable laws of 
physics, so such limitations are natural. Small 
speakers simply don't do certain things that 
big ones do.

Even so, and although the bass is relatively 
lightweight, the Monitor Audio PL 100 is more 
than capable of filling a large-sized listening 
room. If the bass was just a little under
powered, you could tell immediately that 
something was missing. Okay, it didn't actually 
plumb any great depths in the bass, but all the 
cues were reproduced intact.

The bottom line is simple enough: this is a 
fabulous speaker that's wholly appropriate to 
high-resolution systems, thanks to its excellent 
wide bandwidth ribbon tweeter. It looks great 
and is clearly an object that has been crafted 
skilfully and tuned to perfection.

Making allowances for the compact nature of 
the design, it should be hard to better, this 
despite a minor cosmetic blemish on one 
speaker of the test pair, where the gasket 
between the baffle and the enclosure hadn't 
been lined up properly.

11 is a relaxed loudspeaker to listen to, one 
that does little, if anything to conceal the 
architecture of the music. If you really want 
more in terms of scale - the kind that only a 
larger (or multiple) driver area can produce - 
you're going to have to swallow hard and go 
for something physically a lot bigger and more 
costly - the Platinum PL300 being the obvious 
choice, as Monitor Audio doesn't currently 
manufacture anything inbetween. It's about 
time they did, to prevent the Platinum range 
being sidelined here in the UK. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
EASE OF DRIVE

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

***

a pro

Build and appearance are 
superb. There's also a refined 
tweeter, an expressive 
midband and fundamentally 
musical character.

□ CON
Very minor cosmetic blemish 
with one speaker of the test 
pair. Also pressed metal 
bi-wire Links and bass is no 
bigger than you would expect 
from a speaker this size.

CONCLUSION
Despite the high level of technology on offer, this is a classic 
high-fidelity loudspeaker of the best kind, with low 
colouration, exquisite detail and ultra precise perfomance 
levels. It's also great to look at, too.

HlflCHOICE*****
OVERALL SCORE
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This is Arcam's top-of-the-range FMJ CD/SACD player and it's a cracker!

PRODUCT Arcam CD37

TYPE CD/SACD player (stereo-only)

PRICE £1,000

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43x8.5x35.5cm
O Weight: 6.2kg O Formats: CD, SACD (stereo-only) 
O Outputs: Digital (optical and electrical) O Analogue 
x2, O Wolfson 8741 DAC O Learning remote control

CONTACT a 01223 203200 & www.arcam.co.uk

A
rcam has recently revamped its entire 
flagship FMJ range (see HFC 308 for full 
details). First seen at Munich's High End 
show, the line-up has something for everyone 

in terms of both specification and price. At the 
very top of the CD player range, is the subject 
of this review; the FMJ CD37, an SACD- 
compatible disc spinner that reflects all of 

Arcam's CD player know-how in one box. 
Arcam's decision to include SACD compatibility 
is intriguing, as the format hasn't quite been 
the success story Sony hoped for, but Arcam's 
brand manager Geoff Meads points out that 
SACD disc sales are buoyant outside of the UK 
and reminds us that it is, of course, an 
audiophile format and this is an audiophile 
product. Point taken.

The new range-topping machine has 
benefited from a lot of the development work 
seen in Arcam's DVD players. It also directly 
replaces two models; the DiVA CD 192 and the 
FMJ CD36, taking the top spot in digital 
audio. It's turned out in the usual Arcam 'FMJ' 
style, with a smart dot-matrix display that's a 

little different in style from recent Arcam CD 
players as it displays text when SACDs are 
loaded (the manual claims it also displays CD 
Text, though we couldn't persuade it to). It still 
occupies the same amount of panel space as 
the old ones, though and the button layout is 
the same, too. And yes, Arcam stays in our 
good books for including both track skip and 
fast forward/back buttons!

Functions beyond the basic transport controls
do require the remote control, which is Arcam's
new CR90 model, a multi-function learning
remote capable of controlling multitudinous
components including those from other
manufacturers. That said, there aren't many
functions on the CD37 - layer change on
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Arcam CD37 CD/SACD player [Review]

"We were expecting good things from this 
player having not had a bad Arcam disc spinner 
in many years and we weren't disappointed"
SACDs (in the unlikely event you ever find a 
reason to do so1), display mode switching 
and the usual track programming functions 
are about all.

Looking under the lid, nothing immediately 
jumps out as unusual, though there are some 
i nteresting features. The transport itself looks 
indistinguishable from a normal CD one and 
the output circuit, with its high-quality op
amps and passive components, could be from 
any respectable digital audio player. Arcam 
has picked one of the latest DAC chips, a 
Wolfson 8741 part which handles both PCM 
(CD) and DSD (SACD) datastreams, with very 
i mpressive specifications

These days, the DAC invariably handles 
most of the filtering function, which is 
essential to the operation of any digital 
audio device and, as such, has to be the 
single biggest influence on the sound. 
Wolfson has provided the chip used in the 
CD37 with several different filtering settings 
and we feel that Arcam may have missed a 
trick in choosing the default one when 
another was available with much lower 
aliasing in the transition band. The benefits 
of this may not be vast, but with CD player 
performance nearing theoretical perfection, 
every little helps'

The other irony of the DAC is that, like 
most modern parts, it is a 'multi-bit delta
sigma' type internally, which means that it 
converts both PCM and DSD datastreams 
into what is effectively a middling format 
before final conversion to analogue, thus 
l osing the conceptual simplicity of pure 
DSD. Arcam couldn't have done anything 
about that, though, and most SACDs will 
have been recorded through a similarly 
convoluted digital path.

For the rest, the internal construction is 
very good, with separate toroidal transformers 
for analogue and digital circuit sections and 
extensive screening, including Arcam's 
' Stealth Mat' metal fibre screening, ensuring 
solid grounding between chassis and lid and 
extra electromagnetic screening on key 
components. Twin analogue outputs and both 
flavours of digital output, complete the 
thoughtful specification. Mechanical noise is 
distinctly lower than from many players we've 
tested recently and disc loading time is 
reasonable - actually, by the standards of most 
SACDs players, is excellent.

SOUND QUALITY

We expected good things from this player, 
having not had a bad Arcam disc spinner in 

many years, and we weren't disappointed. 
That sentence, of course, highlights the risk 
of preconceptions and, aware of that, we set 
up an informal blind test against a couple of 
familiar CD players, which confirmed that this 
is a highly capable machine. Its basic sound is 
clear, extended and unfussy, with detail served 
up tastefully - never thrust at the listener.

Having said above that CD players are 
approaching theoretical perfection, it's 
surprising how they still seem to differ sonically. 
Differences are seldom night and day (barring 
the odd, wilfully different design), but can still 
become quite obvious after a bit of listening 
to familiar tracks. Rather than substantial 
changes in tonality or level of resolution, 
what we tend to find is subtle changes in 
emphasis, one player perhaps giving a touch 
more importance to rhythm, say, while another 
favours lyrics or high-lying melodies. In this 
case, the most favoured region seems to be 
the bass and lower midrange.

We hasten to add that there's no suggestion 
in the sound of excessive level in that 
frequency band, no added richness or loose, 
woofy overhang. In quickfire comparisons with 
other players (and with high-end external 
DACs fed from the CD37's digital output) we 
could detect no coloration in that or any other 
region and yet every time we simply sat back 
and listened for a few minutes we felt that our 
attention was being subtly drawn towards 
lower-frequency sounds. There is indeed a 
richness, a sense of luxury, to the bottom 
octaves which couples with the CD37's □
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without too much trouble or expense?
GM: The inclusion of SACD reflects the fact that 
most customers for the CD37 will come from a 
traditional audiophile background and want to 
hear their music on the best format available.
It's to this end that the CD37 includes the latest 
Wolfson 8741 DACs, which process DSD in its 
native form when playing SACDs. SACD is still 
very popular in markets like Holland and the Far 
East where jazz and classical titles have sold in 
good numbers.

What's the thinking behind the ferrite slabs 
stuck on critical integrated circuits? ■ 
Typically an excess of Electro Magnetic Interference 
(EMI) within a unit, often generated by other high
speed digital circuits within the product, masks 
fine detail in the music. Ferrite has a very useful 
property in that it turns EMI energy into heat.
We use it in certain sections of our units to 
disperse EMI thus limiting its negative effects.

Arcam's publicity mentions the reduction in 
noise floor due to the screening measures, 
but is there really much mileage when the 
source is 16-bit CD?
Sonic trials suggest that the masking effects of EMI 
prey on audio signals no matter what their source 
type. However, it's worth noting that you can't just 
fill the inside of the unit with screening measures 
such as ferrite and Stealth Mat. Arriving at the 
optimum deployment of these measures comes 
from experiment and experience and is unique to 
each product.

Do you think you will still be making CD 
players in 5 or 10 years from now?
I'm sure we'll be making pieces that play CDs for 
many years to come. Time will tell if they remain 
bespoke CD players or offer wider playback 
possibilities.

Bum-in and warm-up are hot (sorry!) topics 
at present: what is Arcam’s recommendation 
forthe CD37?
100 hours of operation is normally sufficient to 
run-in an Arcam product. For warm up; about 30 
mins of normal playback and your Arcam system 
will be 'on-song'.

Digital outputs

Power supply

Ferrite noise absorbers 
glued to digital chips

Twin mains
I transformers

CD audio transport

Analogue output stage . L 
with plastic film capacitors ■X

□ generally excellent detail to make bass lines 
easy to follow, even when the midrange and 
treble are very busy and we found this 
immensely attractive across a wide range 
of music.

What makes that even more appealing is 
that there seems to be no compromising lack 
of quality in the upper octaves - or hardly any. 
Perhaps, in the very highest treble there's a 
hint of grain and less openness and air around 
the sound than the very finest digital replay 
can provide (we're thinking seriously high-end 
here), but it must be said that few if any 
sub-fl,000 CD players can exceed the 
performance we felt the CD37 provides in that 
area. Midrange is exquisitely detailed and 
stereo imaging is precise in both dimensions, 
with very good extension, too.

So far, we haven't specified whether we're 
talking about CD or SACD quality, on the 
whole, of course, we're referring to the former, 
mainly because we (and almost all potential 
CD37 purchasers) have a lot more software, 
and more points of reference, in that field. 
SACD comparisons are slightly trickier, but we 
do feel that this player is one of the best we've 
heard at avoiding the slightly 'ethereal' quality 
which has, for us, subtly undermined the 
appeal of some SACD players. Here, the sound 
is full-bodied and well grounded - that 
charming bass clearly doesn't hurt, but the 

treble seems unusually well integrated with 
the rest of the range.

As for the comparison between CD and 
SACD layers of the same recording (when it's 
fair, i.e. when both are at the same level and 
have the same equalisation}, it does on this 
occasion favour SACD: that's not a universal 
finding but Arcam does make a case for 
SACD's higher resolution, with just a hint more 
precision across the board.

We've been complimentary about a good few 
CD players in this ballpark recently and it's 
clear that standards are generally high. This 
particular offering, however, seems one of the 
most appealing in its class, not only because of 
the inclusion of SACD, but because its sound is 
both excellent overall and tastefully 
differentiated from the average. There will 
never be such a thing as a CD player for all 
tastes, but this one seems likely to satisfy more 
than most HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

**** ★
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

a pro

Excellent detail, pinpoint 
imaging and neutral tonality, 
plus an above-average 
resolution in the bass which 
gives superb extension, 
tuning and timing down Low.

O CON
To be really fussy, treble 
clarity is not the ultimate, 
though certainly good in its 
class: no multi-channel SACD 
capability.

CONCLUSION
A welcome flagship newcomer, with sound that does honours 
to the venerable CD format while also helping prove the worth 
of Super Audio CO. Practical, unfussy and smartly turned out, 
plus excellent value for money at £1,000.

HIFICHOICE
OVERALL SCORE ★ ★★★★
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Is this the best improvement you'll 
ever make to your system?

Unless you try, you'll never know.
MAVROS CABLE STOCKISTS

Call these dealers for an obligation free demonstration or home trial.
• Aberdeen: 

Holburn Hi Fi, 
Tel: 01224 585713
Note@holburnhifi.co.uk

• Kilmarnock:
Kevin Galloway Audio, 
Tel: 01563 574185
l nfo@kevingallowayaudio.co.uk

• Glasgow: 
Glasgow Audio, 
Tel: 0141 332 4707 
matt@glasgowaudio.com

• Newcastle: 
Lintone Audio, 

Tel: 0191 477 4167
info@lintone.co.uk

• Wrexham: Acton Gate Audio, 
Tel: 01978 355522 
sales@acton-gate.com

• Sheffield: Moorgate Acoustics, 
Tel: 0114 275 6048
sales@moorgate.demon.co.uk

• Market Harborough: 
Divine Audio, 
Tel: 01858 432999
tim@divineaudio.co.uk

• Solihull: Music Matters 
Tel: 0121 742 0254
sales@musicmatters.co. uk

• Banbury:
Overture, Tel: 01295 272158
sales@overture.co. uk

• Aylesbury:
Noteworthy Audio, 
Tel: 01296 422224 
info@noteworthyaudio.co.uk

• Guildford: P.J. Hi Fi,
Tel: 01483 504801
info@pjhifi.co.uk

• Ashford: Soundcraft Hi Fi, 
Tel: 01233 624441
sales@soundcrafthifi.com

• Stratford: Music matters
Tel 01789 414533
Stratford@Musicmatters.co.uk

The new Atlas Mavros with deletion free copper 
conductors, copper plugs and entirely new 
micraporaus dielectrics is probably the best 
cable in the World.

ATLAS Cablesatlascables.com WHATHIR?SOUND MO VISION
★ ★★★★

INTERCONNECTS
A!Us Equator • August 2002 

AtlasE«plOrer • July 2002 
AtlasVoyager • April 200 2

SPEAKER CABLE
AdasASttnt • OclCte< 2003 
Atlas Hyper 3 0 • July 2005

IWWBWl
*****SPEAKERCABLE

Arlanl 2S • Dramber 2002

BestBuy BestBuy . Tnm . xm.

AtlasEquatorHifi Inneetonnects 2002 & 2003

AtlasNavigator Al Cu Bes AudioimereennnC 2002 
AtlasElektraAl CuPTH Editen' Choiceeaa 2005

HHI CHOICE
*****

SPEAKER CABLE
Allas 115 • October 2003

DIGITAL INTERCONNECT
A!as(ompass • August2002

AWARDS

mailto:Note@holburnhifi.co.uk
mailto:nfo@kevingallowayaudio.co.uk
mailto:matt@glasgowaudio.com
mailto:info@lintone.co.uk
mailto:sales@acton-gate.com
mailto:sales@moorgate.demon.co.uk
mailto:tim@divineaudio.co.uk
mailto:sales@musicmatters.co
mailto:sales@overture.co
mailto:info@noteworthyaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:sales@soundcrafthifi.com
mailto:Stratford@Musicmatters.co.uk
atlascables.com


" it's right at the top 
of the tree in terms 
of sound quality... " 

Hi-Fi World, May '08, Adam Smith
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Hi-Fi World
VERDICT MM®

Mcintosh MTl 0
The Mcintosh MT10Turntable marries 
classic Mcintosh glass front panel cosmetics 
with serious mechanics to create a unique, 
ready-to-play LP solution. With tracking force, 
anti-skate and cartridge position preset at 
the factory, the Mcintosh MT10 delivers high 
performance LP playback with minimal set up.

r-
Pre-owned
Our list changes daily, so please visit web site for latest up-to-date list.

DIGITAL Qinpu A1.0x Integrated (£300) £230

Advantage CD-1S £1199 Qinpu A-8000 MK II Integrated (£1295) £795

Audio Synthesis DAx Decade 2 SE D/A convertor £995 LOUDSPEAKERS
Audionet ART V2 (£2400) £1095 ART Speakers Emotion. Rosenut veneer (£5000) £3750
Eastern Electric Minimax CD player (£999) £749 ART Emotion Monitor, Cherry (£4000) £3250
Teac Esoteric DV-50 £1295 ART Stiletto 6 ex-dem in Oak (£2000) £1495
McIntosh MCD201,CD/SACD (£3400) £2695 ART Emotion Signature, Ex-dem (£9000) £5995
Musical Fidelity DM25 DAC and Transport (£4000) £2895 ART Emotion Monitor (£4000) £3250
Resolution Audio Opus 21,2 box cd (£2950) £2395 ATC SCM50ASL, cherry finish (£7958) £4995
Rotel RCD 1070 (£500) £295 AVI Pro Nine Plus Standmount, cherry (£890) £695
Stello CDA 220 dac + CDT 200 cd transport £1495 Dali Euphonia MS4, Apli upgrade finish (£7500) £4995
AMPLIFIERS Dali Helicon 400 (£2995) £2250 !

Anatek CM 0.5 Pre 1MB50 Monoblocks (£4100) 
Arcam FMJ P7 Multichannel Power Amplifier 
Audio Zone AMP 1 dual mono integrated (£1595) 
Audionet SAM V2 Integrated (£2400) 
Bryston 4B-SST Power Amp (£2750) 
Cairn 4810 Integrated (£2700)
EAR Yoshino 834T Hybrid Integrated (£2800) 
Eastern Electric M520 Integrated (£1699) 
Electrocompaniet EC4.8 pre and AW120DMB power

£2295 
£1495 
£1295 
£1295 
£2249 
£1295 
£2250 
£1099 
£3795

Hyperion 938, one owner, gloss black (£3750)
JAS Audio - Plato Reference (£13995)
JAS Audio-Orior (£2300)
JAS Audio-Orsa (£1399)
JAS Audio - Supertweeters, Pair (£649)
Leema Acoustics Xone, ebony finish (£1895)
Spendor S9 Maple (£2795)
Tannoy 15’ Monitor Gold Speakers
Wilson Benesch Arc, silver stands+side cheeks (£2600)

£2995 !
£7995 j
£1495
£1095

£449
£1395 I
£1395 ;
£2500
£1695

combo, brand new! (£4500) ANALOGUE
Graaf GM50 Integrated (£4000) £3250 Origin Live Aurora Mk1 T.Table + Origin Live Silver tonearm £995
KR Audio Products VA320 Power Amplifier £1495 SME Model 10Tonearm (£900) £595
LSA Signature hybrid integrated amp (£5000) £3395 Wilson Benesch Full Circle (£2150) £1695
LSA Standard Integrated (prev DK Design) (£2500) £1795 MISCMcIntosh MA2275 (£6500) £3995 £1195

£325
£1295

£749

McIntosh MA6900, ex-display model (£5195)
Musical Fidelity A5 Pre (£1499)
Musical Fidelity 550K Supercharger (£2998)
Musical Fidelity KW550 Integrated (£5000)

£3495 
£795

£2199 
£2495

lsotek Nova (£1750)
lsotek Titan Multilink 6 way socket (£395)
lsotek Nova (£1750)
lsotek Sigmas, unmarked condition (£995)

Musical Fidelity KW550 Integrated (£5000) £2995
Papworth TVA-8 Class a integrated (£2000) £1195

______ J(NEW) Marantz
Premier Series
Models: SC-1151 Pre-amplifier 
SM-1151 Power Amplifier 
5A-1152 CD Player

The Premier Series is based on 
the awesome Legendary Series, 
but costs ircredibly, talfthe 
pncel
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These loudspeakers are a beautiful match with 
Marantz! Call or e-mail Shadow to find our more 
about the Mordaunt-Short and Marantz ranges.

The Performance 6 Limited Edition witnesses some 
extremely effective developments to improve on an 
already successful formula. Huge investment has been 
made to produce a number of enhancements resulting in 
improvements in two key areas - the crossover and cabinet.

This series of astute developments to the Performance 
6 have produced a loudspeaker that truly encapsulates 
Mordaunt-Short's continuing commitment to creating 
realistic reproductions of all types of music as musicians 
themselves would have intended.

" One simply isn't conscious 
that the sound is emanating 
from two reasonably large 
enclosures - you simply hear 
the music, and the stereo mix, 
with fine focus and freedom 
from boxiness."
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice July 2008
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Specialist Brands include: ADAM Audio, Apollo, ART Loudspeakers, Audio Zone, Audio Physic, ATC, AVI, Bel Canto, Bryston, Chord Cables, Creek, EAR/Yoshino, 
Eastern Electric, Epos, GamuT, Hovland, Hyperion, lsoTek, JAS Audio, JungSon, Manley Labs, Marantz Legendary, Mcintosh, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, Musical First, 
Music Tools, Nordost, Opera, Origin Live, Pathos, PMC, Project, Resolution Audio, Shanling, SME, Tannoy Prestige, Unison Research, Vertex AQ, VPI, Wadia, Wilson Benesch 
and many more.



Vita Audio R4 one-box hi-fi system [Review]

Vita’s got talent
Vita's new R4 system is ideal where only one box will do

PRODUCT Vita Audio R4

TYPE One-box hi-fi system

PRICE £500

CONTACT a 01702 601410 w www.vitaaudio.com

BEST BUY

T
he all-in-one music system is hardly 
new. On the contrary, the idea dates 
back practically to the dawn of home 
audio. Historically, the whole point of proper 

hi-fi was that it was better, because separating 
the constituent parts allowed them to be done 
properly. Devices like the Arcam Solo Mini 
(which we welcomed enthusiastically in HFC 
307) have shown that the electronics can be 
miniaturised and integrated with remarkably 
little quality loss. But with the R4, Vita Audio 
has gone one better and built the speakers 
into the box too. Can this neat unit follow the 
success of the RI and R2 table radios?

Neat it may be, but it's quite large - you'll 
not quite lose it in a corner of the kitchen 
counter. Then again, it does include not just 
two, but three loudspeakers. There's a 
subwoofer in the bass, driven by its own power 
amplifier and relieving the small left and right 
channel drivers of the need to move large 
amounts of air. Said subwoofer is aided by a 
reflex port and a susprisingly generous amount 
of internal space: Vita has partitioned the unit 
internally, so that each drive unit has its own 
space in which to move.

There are plenty of sources available. DAB 
and FM radio are built-in, as is a slot-loading 
CD drive which, in addition to regular music 
CDs, plays MP3 and WMA discs. A USB socket 
on the front caters for generic portable music 
players, while iPods can connect to the dock on 
the top. A line input allows connection of your 
favourite retro source.

If you've seen previous Vita products you'll 
recognise the general layout of the control 
knob and switches at the top of the unit. With 
the R4, though, that whole assembly lifts out 
and reveals itself as one of the coolest remote 
controls we've yet seen - it really looks as if it 
should have a button marked ‘beam me up, 
Scotty'. There's one potentially serious 
drawback here, however, this remote is the only 
way of controlling every function except on 
and off and it uses a slightly obscure battery 

size, AAAA (four-A) as the power supply. Let 
the batteries run flat and you can't even play 
a disc or switch the alarm off (yes, it has full 
alarm and sleep functions) until you've visited 
your local electronics store for replacements. 
So always keep spares!

SOUND QUALITY
Maybe we shouldn't admit this in an 
audiophile publication, but we found ourselves 
doing most of our listening to the R4 with its 
'3D sound' function switched on. It seems to 
be the usual enhanced stereo kind of thing, 
but it just brings the sound to life in a 
thoroughly pleasing way. Without it, there is a 
sense of instruments struggling to get out of 
the box. Mind you, we've heard more of a 
struggle with quite a few sub-£100 separate 
speakers. Although the sound has clearly been 
balanced for general room-filling and, as a 
result, is a little bright if one sits directly in 
front of the speakers, the balance from the R4 
is generally lifelike and full-bodied.

More importantly, it can produce a decent 
sense of scale and dynamics in a performance 
(even in a fair-sized room). And if you're 
listening at low volume, then the well-judged 
loudness' function helps. But turn up the wick 

and there's plenty of life and energy. Bass 
has a nice snap to it and voices are crystal 
clear and communicative.

There are limits to what a system like this 
can achieve and we're certainly not about to 
dispose of any hi-fi separates on account of 
it, but if you have a use for a smart, low- 
hassle system In your spare bedroom or 
kitchen you probably can't do much better 
than this. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND

★★★★
fl PRO
Well specified unit that offers 
very fine value with multiple 
sources and lively sound all in 
one practical, attractive box.FEATURES

★ ★★★ □ CON
Can be a little shrillattimes. 
The remote control, though 
snazzy, takes some getting 
used to and is the only way to 
control the unit: a weakness, 
especially since it uses non
standard batteries.

BUILD

★★★★★
VALUE

★★★★★
CONCLUSION
Offering CD, DAB and surprisingly good FM, plus USB, iPod and 
line inputs, this unit has it all at a very attractive price. One may 
be able to assemble a more sonically impressive system for the 
money, but the single-box convenience makes this a winner.

HI-FICHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE

E www.techradar.com/395079
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Much Kudos
Newcomer Kudos launches one of the best loudspeakers of 2008

PRODUCT Kudos Cardea UO

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE E5,250 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 20xll2x27cm
O Weight: 30kg O 25mm SEAS Crescendo tweeter
O l20cm Advanced bass/mid driver O Sensitivity 
90dB (6 ohms) O Lacqured plinth has complex tri
laminate construction 02.5-way reflex design

CONTACT 8 0845 601 9390 ® www.kudosaudio.com

T
he Kudos brand has been active 
since 1991, when its radical high
performance S 100 speaker stand 
was first introduced. Said 5100 has provided 

stalwart and highly effective support for most 
of the standmounts in our speaker group tests, 
although the Kudos brand itself has had a 
rather more chequered history.

After a period of inactivity, the company was 
taken over a few years back by Neat Acoustics, 
then in 2006, it became an independent entity 

once again, headed by ex-Neat 
designer Derek Gilligan. While the new 
operation is continuing to make the 
less costly S50 speaker stands, it has 
also introduced a high-performance 
equipment rack and a range of 
loudspeakers, christened Cardea_ 

Hitherto the Cardeas have consisted 
of a range of four models, comprising 
the Cl and ClO standmounts and the 
C2 and C20 floorstanders. These are 
all two-ways, mixing'n'matching two 
main drivers, two tweeters and two 
enclosures in various configurations.

Now the company has finally 
developed its altogether more 
ambitious, costly and complex C30, 
which has some things in common 
with the C10/20, but taken to another 
performance level with a more 
elaborate enclosure and the addition 
of an extra bass-only drive unit.

The new Cardea C30 is a two-way, 
plus a bass unit, in what's known as a 
two-and-a-half-way configuration. This 
approach has become very popular 
in recent years, proponents pointing 
out that it preserves the simplicity of 
the two-way, while embracing (and 
indeed taking advantage of) the 
fashion for floorstanders_

However, critics can point out that 
a two-and-a-half-way is really just a 

two-way with a built-in passive 
subwoofer, with its own inherent 
disadvantages compared to the 

more traditional three-way approach. 
For example, the very act of rolling off a bass
only driver will introduce a phase delay vis a 
vis the bass/mid unit, so some bass time

smear is difficult to avoid. In contrast, the 
three-way has greater power handling and 
hence, loudness potential. It can use a 
midrange driver specifically optimised for 
midrange duties, but it does involve a far more 
complex crossover network.

Since the styling is discreet to the point of 
being nondescript, the Cardea C30 looks quite 
expensive at £5,250 per pair. But that's 
because the top-quality components and 
serious enclosure engineering used here are 
not obviously visible.

The enclosure is more than a metre (112cm) 
tall, but only 20cm wide and 27cm deep, so it 
appears quite compact. It has sharp edges all 
round and is very nicely decorated all over 
in a matt finish, real wood veneer. Standard 
finishes are cherry, sycamore, walnut, rosenut 
or oak (luxury alternatives including rosewood 
and ebony are available at extra cost). An 
elegantly shaped, black lacquer finished 
plinth, separated by spacers to make room 
for one of the ports, provides secure spike 
accommodation and ensures fine stability. 
Drivers are flush-mounted and two small 
and unpromising-looking thick-frame grilles 
are supplied with each speaker.

The enclosure is subdivided internally, so 
that each cone driver is loaded by its own 
separately ported sub-enclosure. The ports 
themselves are large and flared, to avoid 
generating distortion even at high levels. 
Hollow foam bungs are normally supplied 
(though not to us) to re-tune the port 
resonance if need be - a useful extra 
flexibility, happily not required in our room.

Kudos works closely with Norwegian drive 
unit specialist SEAS and the C30 uses the 
latter's most costly Crescendo tweeter. The 
bass/mid driver has a 120mm paper cone 
stiffened by Nextel on the outside and a 
damping compound on the inside. It also has 
a complex and advanced magnet structure, 
with an extended pole-piece and copper rings 
to improve linearity and distortion.

The crossover network is deliberately kept
as simple as possible and uses top-quality
components from companies like Clarity Caps,
Volt and Music First. Two pairs of Michell-
sourced terminals are mounted through a solid
recessed panel.
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Kudos Cardea C30 loudspeaker [Review]

"What really distinguishes the C30 from the 
common and cheaper herd, is the obsessive 
attention to the very finest details."

What really distinguishes the C30 from the 
common and cheaper herd, is the obsessive 
attention to the very finest details during the 
development process. For example, the 
enclosure carcase, built from 18mm HDF (high 
density fibreboard), uses different proportions 
of resin for different panels in order to help 
damp and control resonances. Extra internal 
bracing is used behind the tweeter, as this is 
the most critical part from a performance point 
of view. And the plinth is a complex and inert 
tri-laminate affair, combining HDF with a thick 
steel plate and a low viscosity membrane.

SOUND QUALITY

First reaction, on hearing that a pair cost more 
than ES,000, was that the price seemed on the 
high side for the apparent perceived value on 
offer. Second reaction, having carried out the 
i n-room averaged response measurements to 
check the speakers were positioned more or 
less correctly, was that the price seemed a little 
on the high side for the measured performance 
on offer.

Happily both these assumptions were proved
entirely false as soon as the speakers were
properly spiked, positioned and connected-up
to musical signals.

The good size enclosure and combined bass 
driver area both suggest that this design is 
likely to work best in free space and room 
measurements provided ample confirmation 
that this was the case. The tonal balance isn't 
exactly neutral, though the far-field averaged 
response does hold within a respectable +/- 
SdB right across the audio band.

Under our in-room conditions output through 
the bass region is a little strong, but also 
unusually smooth from 25Hz up to 150Hz. 
The lower midband (200-600Hz) is a little too 
lean, while the upper mid (700Hz-1.1 kHz) is 
slightly 'hot'. There's a 2-4kHz dip through the 
presence zone, but the treble proper looks both 
smooth and very well-judged. Sensitivity is a 
generous 90dB (as specified) and the load is 
easy to drive too, staying mostly above 6 ohms. 
The port combination is tuned to a low 35Hz.

The measured performance is quite 
impressive, despite those minor aberrations - 
but not nearly as impressive as this speaker's 
wonderfully realistic and engrossing sound 
quality. Best of all, perhaps, is the exceptional 
timing, which is right on the money here. It's 
the most difficult thing to get right, especially 
with a multi-way speaker, but it's also the most 
important element in musical communication.

One can talk about the wide bandwidth, 
the fine dynamic range, the sweet top end, 
the firm, clear, agile and deep bass and the 
fine control over cabinet coloration. One 
can point out the impressive transparency, 
the ease with which differences in system 
components are revealed, or the way the 
tall enclosure adds height and scale to 
the image. But the acid test of any 
loudspeaker is how well it communicates 
music and a crucial strength of the C30 was 
that it made the types of music that this 
reviewer would normally just switch off, (solo 
piano, opera) interesting and enjoyable.

Even audience applause sounded obviously 
more realistic than usual and that is a very 
clever trick indeed. HFC

Pou/ Messenger
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MEGALINE

EUPHONIA

-HELICON 400 MK2

MENTOR

IKON

CONCEPT

THE NEW DALI 
HELICON 400 MK2

Hybrid tweeter module i 2 x 6.5" driver 
Bi-wiring terminal I 42-30,000 Hz
H1026 x W267 x D501 mm I 32.0 kg

FEATURES

■ 2,5-way floor-stander with 
optional spikes included

■ New terminals

■ Matched real wood veneer 
in high-gloss Rosewood or 
Cherry finish

■ Available as 7.1 system

"While this speaker's alluring 
good looks might make even 
a super model green with envy 
its sound is better still.”

I The Absolute Sound

IN ADMIRATION OF MUSIC

DALI UK +44 (0)845 644 3537 ■ DALI USA +1 360 733 4446 ■ DALI Deutschland +49 (0)6028 4390 ■ DALI Denmark +45 9672 1155 ■ www.dali.dk

http://www.dali.dk


Atlas Mavros interconnect and loudspeaker cable [Review]

Luxury wires
The Mavros range from Atlas is something to aspire to

PRODUCT Atlas Mavros

TYPE Interconnect and loudspeaker cable

PRICE (Interconnect) £540 (Im pair); (Speakercable) 
£750 (2m pair) each additional metre approx. £400

CONTACT a 0800 731 1140 www.atlascables.com

avros, the Atlas flagship cable, is 
different from those we’re used to, 
both physically and sonically. 

Mavros is a range, rather than a single product, 
that embraces speaker cable, single-ended 
interconnects and a balanced/XLR-based 
interconnect. All three of which were available 
for this test, though it's the single-ended 
interconnect and a 2 into 4 bi-wire speaker 
cable that we're concentrating on here.

The interconnect uses a ’microporous' PTFE 
dielectric with an ultra-low dielectric constant 
of 1.5, which improves signal velocity (Nordost 
makes a similar claim for its cables and there 
is good reason to believe this is not the usual 
marketing hype), which is wrapped in a Mylar 
jacket, a cotton filler to reduce microphony, 
a close weave-shielding braid to reduce RFI, 
a PVC jacket and finally an outer woven 
cotton sheath.

The cable itself is an OCC (Ohno-Continuous 
Casting) monocrystal cable which is said to 
have just onq boundary in 700 feet of 
conductor, so that the audio should not 
have to transverse many grain boundaries. 
The 73-strand multi-diameter wire cable 
interconnect and 385-strand speaker cable is 
99.999% (6N) free of oxygen and other 
impurities. Both are made the same way.

The interconnect is available terminated 
by XLR connectors in the balanced version 
in various lengths. These are completed with 
non-compressing, double-screened, 
self-cleaning plugs. Similar care is taken with 
the speaker plugs, with spades available as 
an option.

SOUND QUALITY
One point that cannot escape notice is the 
physical integrity of the Mavros cables. The 
connectors are firmly located and show no 
inclination for the conducting pins to fracture 
(which happens with hollow pin plugs), or to 
work loose through handling.

The balance of the Mavros cables doesn't 
have quite the transparency and speed of a 
Nordost Valhalla, but it gets close. This is still a 
fabulously clean, agile-sounding design in both 
interconnect and loudspeaker versions and it 
has the particular benefit of being unusually 
well balanced. LF voicing is expansive and 
powerful, and there is no tendency for 
transients and HF content to lead. Its fluid, 
grain-free presentation is certainly impressive, 
though in this area it was the interconnect that 
was the most accomplished.

Atlas claims that Mavros speaker and 
interconnects work well in combination and 
this appears to be the case, not least thanks 
to the similar balance of the two (though the 
speaker cable is the more distinctive here). 
I also formed a distinct preference for the 
balanced interconnect in a system that make 
good use of such cables (which for this test 
included the Yamaha 2000 electronics and 
Denon's DCD/PMA-SA1), but true internal 
balanced operation is a long way from 
universal, even with equipment with balanced 
socketry. And if it is used with equipment that 
is single-ended internally, single-ended cables 
are likely to give the best outcome.

Almost imperceptibly, Scottish cable 
manufacturer Atlas has been growing in status, 
thanks to some good technology, a straight
forward set of technical claims (which are 
refreshingly free - mostly free - of the 
gobbledygook that usually surrounds many 
brands), impressive build quality and, we'd 
guess, some well-informed listening. HFC

Alvin Gold

□ PRO
Extremely well made, agile
sounding cable that features 
exceptionally high-purity 
copper that works particularly 
well in partnership with 
matching interconnects.

OCON
Expensive. lacks the absolute 
transparency and speed of the 
best cables around. Balanced 
cables have a slight edge over 
the single-ended models.

VERDICT
SOUND

★★★★★
PRACTICALITY

BUILD

★★★★★
VALUE

CONCLUSION
High-grade cable system ticks all the right boxes, with full, 
architecturally solid presentation and excellent consistency 
between interconnect and speaker cables. Best used balanced, 
this expensive offering is a rare touch of class.

HIFICHOICE*****OVERALL SCORE
□www.techradar.com/399741
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New romantic
Can valves, transistors and digital technology work in unison?

PRODUCT Unison Research Unico 100

TYPE Integrated amplifier 

PRICE £2,950

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43.5x18x44cm 
O Weight: 25kg O Line inputs: 4x RCA phono, 
lx balanced XLR O line outputs: tape, subwoofer 

O Rated power: 180w (8ohms) O Hybrid valve design 

CONTACT S 01753 652669 ~www.unisonresearch.com

I
talians love music - they are the
only inhabitants of a hot Mediterranean 
country who make serious and successful 

audio components. Maybe having the cooler 
northern climbs of the country helps in this 
respect as Unison Research is based in the 
north east environs of Treviso, where it 
produces a broad selection of electronics 
- the majority of which are powered by parallel 
single-ended valves.

Unison Research's Unico range, however, 
was developed in conjunction with Professor 
Leopoldo Rosetto from Padua University. He 
worked with Unison's chief valve purist 
Giovanni Sachetti, to come up with a hybrid 

valve/transistor circuit design that would 
satisfy the quest for an amplifier that combines 
the sonic virtues of both technologies. The 
Unico range now offers 12 products of which 
the 100 is the penultimate, sitting just below 
the Unico 200. Despite physical similarities, 
the two are quite different, the 100 has a 
digital volume control rather than an analogue 
type and the 100's output stage operates in 
class AB right from the off, rather than 
operating in class A for the first 50 watts.

The Unico 100 integrated amplifier is 
nevertheless quite a beast, it weighs a 
formidable 25 kilos and delivers a respectable 
180 watts from each of its dual mono 
channels. It does so without looking overly 
bulky, so it's an even greater shock when you 
first attempt to move it. As the power output 
would suggest, the second half of the amplifier 
is the transistorised one, where three pairs 
of Mosfets are gathered in a parallel 
configuration (possibly as a result of its valve 
roots, Unison prefers to use multiple low- 
power devices rather than a few big ones).

The preamplifier section is a double triode 
stage utilising a single ECC83/12AX7 valve, 
with special attention being given to the 
interface between glass and silicon. Here 
Unison says it has used a topology that 
ensures regulation of the DC component of the 
signal without compromising performance at 
low frequencies. The digital volume control 
consists of an integrated circuit that uses an 
array of precision resistors combined with 
digitally controlled analogue switches. The 
output level is indicated on the front panel 
display and has 99 steps that start at 0.0 and 
rise to 9.9. We found that even with the 
quietest discs and reasonably sensitive 
speakers, the numerical level never exceeded 
2.5 and was usually in the 1.8 to 2.2 range. 
This number is, of course, fairly abstract, but it 
would be more satisfactory if the control had 
been 'geared' so that you could at least 
approach 9.9.

Switching it on elicits a 30 second 
countdown via the display, while the amplifier 
stabilises voltages. It takes somewhat longer to
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Unison Research Unico 100 integrated amplifier [Review]

0 pro

Beautifully built amplifier and 
extremely heavy, too. Has a 
penchant for putting the tune 
first, so you hear the music 
and not the hi-fi. Plenty of 
power and great brass tone.

a con

An emphasis on the upper 
midband does change 
the musical balance and 
not always for the better, 
imaging could be more solid.

"The Unico 100 is quite a beast, it weighs a
fonnidable 25 kilos and delivers a respectable
180 wat from 1 of its dual mono channels."

SOUND

FEATIJRES

***★
BUILD 

★ ***
VALUE

***

eac

VERDICT ■IKillf

Eawww.techradar.com/399539

CONCLUSION
This latest Unico is a nicely finished design, it's neither the 
most neutral nor revealing of amps, but it does a good job of 
getting tunes out of CDs which is a neat trick. Needs careful 
speaker selection for the very best results.

actually warm up, but produces plenty of heat 
when it's truly ready to play. The two large 
fascia-mounted dials control volume and input 
selection, both also serve a function when 
pressed (mute and tape loop). Volume can also 
be adjusted with the system remote, a device 
that's largely hewn from solid wood and stands 
up like a cordless phone.

Connections consist of four single-ended and 

one balanced input, alongside tape and 
volume controlled sub outputs. These are in a 
mirrored arrangement that defies guesswork 
when attempting to hook it up in a dimly lit 
space I Speaker terminals are doubled up for 
ease of bi-wiring and the casework is entirely 
aluminium which is very nicely executed and 
seldom seen at this price point.

SOUND QUALITY
Having manhandled this beast into a Custom 
Design Icon rack, we connected it up to a pair 
of PMC OB l i speakers that had been giving 
great service with another amplifier. The 
combination is a lively one, perhaps too lively 
through the midband, this being an area 
where both components excel. And while the 
pairing is extremely open and well timed, it 
can get a little bit too forthright. Bass lines are 
very clear cut with reasonable weight, but 
instruments nearer the midband are a little bit 
obvious in the mix. It's nice to hear all the air 
around them, but not if it starts to mask the 
lead voice in the music. Switching over to a 
Leema Tucana integrated (around the same 
price), makes this imbalance more obvious 
with a more powerful and better timed result 
that seems rather more tonally even.

Conversely it does highlight the openness 
of the Unico 100 which is, undoubtedly, a 
reflection of the valve content of its preamp 
section. These may also help the timing, which 
although is not quite in the Tucana league is 
better than usual, something which enhances 
the enjoyment of all manner of music.

Moving the Unico over to a pair of Bowers 
and Wilkins 8020 loudspeakers brings forth a 

more relaxed balance thanks to the relatively 
'dark' nature of the midband on this speaker. 
It is gratifing to hear that the Unico 100 can 
drive what is a fairly difficult, if reasonably 
sensitive load. The bass is a little softer than 
pure transistor designs produce, but it's 
weighty enough and has sufficient power. 
This suggests that this twin transformer- 
powered amplifier has the sort of current 
delivery capabilities that the manufacturer's 
figures claim.

Cymbals are still pretty obvious in the mix of 
many recordings, but they are slightly softened 
which makes them much more palatable. In 
fact, this is true of most metal instruments via 
this amp, in particular brass, which is easier to 
enjoy thanks to a subtle smoothing of peaks. 
We found both instruments to be rather more 
listenable on the Yo Miles album Upriver, 
which is a bonus because the tendency is to 
tolerate them while waiting for Henry Kaiser to 
let rip with his Stratocaster and produce some 
truly filthy abstract blues. In this instance, you 
can hear all of his noodlings rather more 
obviously as a result of the upper midband 
peak in response.

The Unico 100 is a bit like the Linn Majik 
LP12 (see page 46), in that it sacrifices 

neutrality at the alter of musical engagement, 
- a worthy trade-off, albeit one that may not 
work for all musical genres. Keith Jarrett's 
piano on his Carnegie Hall disc, for instance, 
lacks authority, but is seemingly more tuneful 
and enjoyable than usual. Against this the 
coughs and splutters of the audience are 
more obvious, which some might find too 
high a price to pay. But the result is pretty 
captivating which, at the end of the day, is 
what good hi-fi should be about.

It is also possible that with careful 
loudspeaker and cable choice one could find 
a balance that is more even overall. Unison 
Research's own sister brand Opera should be 
the ideal partner for the job. Whether they 
would also be able to solidify the slightly airy 
imaging qualities of the amplifier is a 
different question, but with greater efficiency 
the could bring out more of the energy; a 
good hi-fi dealer could advise on this.

The Unico 100 is a well-built amplifier 
that manages to combine many of the 
strengths of transistors and valves. It also 
boasts, in the context of a musically 
entertaining sound, a removal of harshness 
and a delivery of real power. HFC

Jason Kennedy

HI-FICHOICE * * * * *
OVERALL SCORE
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[ Round-up ] Loudspeaker cables (bi^wire) £85^£275 per set

Black Rhodium Tango Bi-wire
TYPE Loudspeaker cable

PRICE £270 (three-metre terminated pair)

CONTACT a 01332 342233 1;9 ww.blackrtiodium.cauk

W
e've seen Tango in its conventional 
non-bi-wire form - just two 
conductors - but this version adds a 
further pair of conductors to the construction. 

As usual in bi-wire cables, the conductors are 
commoned into a single pair of plugs at the 
amp end, but terminate separately at the 
speaker. Off.the-reel costs are £30/pm.

Each conductor uses stranded copper of 
medium overall gauge, insulated in Black 
Rhodium's favourite material (silicone rubber), 
with an overall sheath of some 9mm diameter 
in soft plastic. It is a practical cable that is 
easy enough to route.

Although in this case the price differential 
against single-wiring is quite high, the benefits 
are very obvious. We felt the bass of single
wired Tango was a little on the rich side and, 
at times, a touch loose with the bi-wire version. 
However, control of the lower octaves is 
definitely a strong point. There may still be a 
very small subjective boost to frequencies in 
the upper bass/low midrange region,

something
we've detected 
as quite a common 
feature of silicone- 
insulated speaker cables, but it 
doesn't seem to have any knock-on 
effect in terms of precision that we could 
detect. Treble is clear and well extended:
perhaps not quite as airy and open as some 
cables we've heard, but again certainly precise 
and with good tonality. Stereo imaging is pin
sharp laterally and just a shade compressed in 
the depth dimension. Overall, the sound strikes 
a nice balance between musical enjoyment 
and analytical precision. HFC

VERDICT ____
Even if bass isn't neutral. its 
extension and control are very 
attractive and imaging is also 
very good, contributing to a 
very enjoyable presentation.

Chord Company Carnival Silver Screen
TYPE Loudspeaker cable

PRICE £85 (three-metre terminated pair)

CONTACT II 01980 625700 @ www.chord.co.uk

S
creened loudspeaker cables are not all 
that common. Interconnects tend to be 
screened because the signals they carry 
are much lower in power. They're more easily 

interfered with by stray electrical fields and a 
screen largely blocks those. It is indeed pretty 
much unknown for speaker cables to pick up 
interference in an obvious way and yet there 
may still be a good argument to screening 
them and hence reducing the amount of RF 
pick-up fed back into the amplifier, where its 
effects may be subtle but insidious.

I nterestingly, this cable doesn't actually 
connect the screen electrically to the 
conductors, but it will still have an effect. The 
conductors themselves are medium-thickness, 
PVC-insulated copper, twisted together for best 
rejection of magnetic interference (which is not 
blocked by a screen). Screened cables can, in 
some cases, have high capacitance, which 
doesn't always agree with amplifiers, but that's 
not so in this case - in fact capacitance is the 
lowest of the four cables tested in this Round
Up, if not by much.

performance is creditable. The bass may lack

Considering 
that this is, by most 
standards, a budget cable (less 
than a quarter the price of some here), 

a little in raw punch and drive, but midrange is 
neutral and the treble admirably clear and 
extended, with plenty of insight and a real 
sense of air and space around notes. Imaging 
is also good, with some of the best depth 
we've heard from a cable at or near this price, 
while in terms of detail there's just the 
slightest trace of constriction in complex 
musical climaxes. Unless you absolutely 

demand the ultimate in bass, this cable is a 
strong recommendation for budget and even 
moderately upmarket systems. HFC

VERDICT
Technically , a generous 
offering for the price and 
performance is particularly 
good m the treble, with a bass 
lightness the only drawback.

HI-FI
★★★★ *
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Loudspeaker cables (brwire) £85-£275 per set [ Round-up ]

lxosXHS756
TYPE Loudspeaker cable

PRICE E 150 (three-metre terminated pair)

CONTACT S 01844 219000 ''* www.ixos.co.uk

T
he name might not tell one much, 
but there's quite a lot to this cable. Its 
appearance is certainly distinctive, with 
the multiple conductors and those intriguing- 

looking terminator barrels (which actually 
merely serve to disentangle the conductors), 
and as with most Ixos cables, the distinctive 
feature is the 'Gamma Geometry' weave. 
This is a bit of a novelty, though, in that there 
are two sets of conductors interwoven with the 
non-conducting strands that give the assembly 
its particular properties. One set is slightly 
heavier than the other and in bi-wiring 
mode one could have no end of fun mixing 
and matching gauge with frequency range. 
We opted for single wiring, under which 
conditions this cable behaves in basic electrical 
terms as a very low resistanee, moderate 
capacitance type_

The sound is generally good all round, 
without any particularly outstanding areas, 
but also without any irritating weaknesses or 
drawbacks. Bass is certainly extended, but not

quite as powerful 
and ringing as some 
can offer, while treble is 
open and very sweet. There's a
very well-judged balance between the tonal 
extremes and the midrange, which leads to a 
particularly natural rendition of human voice, 
male or female, spoken or sung. It's surprising 
how many cables seem to impart some 
coloration to that and it's always nice to find 
one that seems absolutely honest vocally. We 
were also rather taken with the dynamics this 
eable offers, which seem both wide and 

confident with no hardening of the sound in 
loud passages. Imaging is good and this seems 
to be a cable one could 'fit and forget' in pretty 
much any decent system. HFC

VERDICT
An adaptation of the 
ingenious 'Gamma Geometry' 
const । net ion which makes for 
a highly compatible cable with 
admirably little character.

HI-FICHOICE
★★★★★

Wireworld Solstice 52 BEST BUY

TYPE Loudspeaker cable

PRICE £275 (three-metre terminated pair)

CONTACT I!: 020 8991 9200 €> www.wireworldcable.com

Y ou've got to admire some folks' 
ingenuity in creating memorable TLAs 
(Three-Letter Abbreviations) . This cable

is part of the all-new 'DNA' range from 
Wireworld - that's 'Delineated Neutralizing 
Array'. In the case of the speaker cables in the 
range, this means that multiple flat, stranded, 
conductors are stacked diagonally face-to-face, 
an interesting and unique arrangement that 
gives the cable high capacitance (so no older 
Nairn or Exposure amps') and also a rather 
unwieldy physical nature despite the fairly 
flexible leadout tails_ There's plenty of copper 
(silver-plated) inside, giving a usefully low 
resistance and the multiple conductor 
arrangement means that bi-wiring is an option: 
indeed, as far as we can see, tri-wiring should 
be perfectly possible, too.

Having carefully routed the cables so that 
they didn't try to pull out of the terminals on 
the amp and speakers, we found that this is 
another bit of evidence linking high- 
capacitance design with astonishingly 
profound and solid bass. Cables from

Townshend, Goertz and Electrofluidics 
were recalled, as we revelled in believable 
reproduction of large percussion instruments, 
double bass and piano_ This is one of those 
cases where what are really quite small and 
subtle differences seem disproportionately 
audible. While mostly new-found fine detail in 
the lowest octaves registers as a whole extra 
dimension of extension, control and 
tunefulness. There's no sense at all of bass 
bloat: control is close and tight, but if 
instruments with a lot of bass energy have 

been faithfully recorded you'll get it all in 
glorious detail through this cable_ Midrange is 
neutral and dynamically assured, while treble
seems effortlessly sweet and detailed. This is a 
remarkably fine cable. HFC

VERDICT

Richard Black

Ifyou can putupVVlththe 
rattier uncompromisimg bulk 
of this cable, its performance 
is senously high-end and an 
attractive pnce .

HI •FICHOICE
★★★★★
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Specialist items at great prices with

INFORMATION INFORMATION INFORMATION

FLOOR SPEAKERS
Mezzo6

Short

—

FREE CHECK ONLINE

The most amazing thing about the Sony system is the powerful 
sound emitted from its tiny satellite speakers. They are not 
much bigger than a £2 coin, yet everyone who hears them is 
amazed. Breathtaking 5.1 surround sound DVD home-theatre 
system that creates an immersive sound through five tiny 
satellite speakers.

a Products, technology and 
irresistable prices

DELIVERY
IT'S AN INVESTMENT IN 
PROJECTION QUALITY 
YOU'LL ENJOY FOR 
MANY YEARS

FRAME SCREENS
The A series is an intelligent choice for rooms in which 
the projection screen must be permanently in sight. 
The aluminium frame is durable and surrounds the 
projected image. This border enhances the perceived 
contrast of the projected image. The unique feature of 
frame projection screens is of course the perfectly flat 
screen obtained by the even tensioning of all 4 sides. 
A-Series

The Atrium 55 Indoor/Outdoor Loudspeaker is the ultimate 
in flexibility, reliability and high fidelity sound quality for the great 
outdoors. The Atrium 55 gives you the freedom to put speakers 
anywhere you want high performance sound. The kitchen, the 
den, the guestroom, the patio or pool, even the backyard 
BBQ pit.

For the richest, most dramatic soundstage, the Mezzo 6 floor 
stander is unbeatable. Using twin 6.5 CPC drivers but with the 
added bass extenskjn that only an elongated cabinets can produce, 
ths 2.5 way speaker produces a commanding performance time 
after time. A hand-picked wcxd composite is laminated and 
pressed ensuring critical bracing and consistent reproduction 
of every frequency.

DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM
Sonos is the first and only digital music system that lets 
you play all your digital music, all over your house-and 
control it all from the palm of your hand.With Sonos you I 
can wirelessly stream music to any room. Simply conned 

a ZP80 to your home theater, stereo or any other 
amplified audio device and put a ZP100 and speakers I 

everywhere else you want music.

BU130

Beamax Sonos

HD DLP PROJECTOR 
HD700X

IN-EAR HEADPHONES
SE420

SPEAKER CABLE
Silver Anniversary/? BiWire

HDMI CABLE 
Reference

Optoma Shure
INFORMATION INFORMATIONINFORMATION INFORMATION

Transform any room in your home with an 
ultimate High Definition entertainment 
experience. Making the "irgest big screen TV's 
seem small with an image that can fill a wall - 
the HD?OOX will immerse you in the action. 
Fantastic image quallty provides life-size movie, 
sports or gaming.

Shure's SE420 sound isolating earphones feature 
Dual TruAcoustic MicroSpeakers and a sound 
isolating design. They use dedicated tweeters and 
woofers to provide a detailed sound stage that's 
free from outside noise. Lows, mids and highs are 
distinct and defined for accurate reproduction for 
all the details of your music.

Constructed from siiver plated, oxygen-free 
copper covered in a white polythene jacket. This 
cable manages to dellver the smallest of details 
combining this with smoothness and fine control. 
Bass is substantial, mid range boasts bags of 
drive, a superb cable for the price.

The OED Referenoe HDMI interconnect proi<des 
outstanding digital signal integrity for exceptional 
picture quality and sound. It is commended for 
direct digital connections between the highest 
quality, suitably equipped components, including 
HO Ready products.

^ton^er
AUDIO LIMITED ©monitor audio polkaudioth» speaker »peciaitat»" VRA .a^ed.ale a audio pro

: Te^^ ^and Condit'ms AU oRers, pricesand stock are subjectio availsbihty ana chaode AJI goods remain the property of HiR 'Bit ' until paid in full . In line ^^ the Dstance selling regulations-2(00 youimay cancel your order within seven/, working days. 
This must be done in the form of a lener. fax-or email; a telephone cal! foods not constitute ^petetron- AH goods accepted for return under this regulation must be in their ongiral box and packaging- and returned '^through youro^' couner. We expect 
such goods to be i^brand new wth a!i aoe^^^oes in prfetin® conclton . Goods that: are not kept in this manner wii be subject to a handling foe of 25% of the purchase price . We deliver in tne manland UK paiy.



free delivery ■MH HMM MM • ■ • MMB • PM • * MMM
l_J ■ a a * Jp
■ a I I I ■ I I Jr , MiMiHBMi Illi I I l*M.CO.Uk

MH I

With over 130 brands offering awe-inspiring 
products from hard-to-find to more popular 
items, few can match our experience, range 
and stockholding.

Free delivery, excellent after-sales support 
and tempting finance options ensure you 
will come back for more.

^WW.HiFiBitz.CO.UK 08700 276 888
£ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE £ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE

PUSH PULL AMP
The new ¡Tube 252 is both stunning to behold and a 
thoroughbred performer featuring no less than 9 valves 
and three line input stages to offer 25 watts per channel 
of pure listening nirvana.

TUNER
The Yamaha TX-497 FM/AM Tuner gives you highly 
sensitive reception capability and upgraded tuning 
performance. Paired with a Yamaha amp, cd player and 
some good quality speakers this tuner will form an 
integral part of your hi-fi separates system.

CD PLAYER
Stunning sound quality and captivating good looks 
create a striking impression in any environment. The 
Antila CD Player with its unique MD2 active differential 
multi-DAC converter technology provides breathtaking 
realism and a tactile panoramic image. LIPS ensures 
the ultimate simplicity in use and flexibility for the future.

CD PLAYER MKIII
The Roksan Kandy Integrated CD Player MKIII employs 
state-of-the-art technology and precision engineering to 
exploit the full potential of Compact Discs.

ITUBE 252

Fatman
TX-497__

Yamaha
Antila Kandy

Leema Acoustics ROKSAN

Onkyo
Ateca

Atacama

7.1 AV RECEIVER 
TX-SR606

SPEAKER STANDS
AURORA6

FOR MORE 5 STAR 
DEALS VISIT 
^W.HiFiBitZ.CO.UK

As part of the second generation of Onkyo high- 
definition-capable receivers, the TX-SR606 is at 
the forefront of affordable home theater.The key is 
to have the most capable version of HOMI. The 
TX-SR606 provides high-definition video and 
audio processing for four source components • 
another first for Onkyo at this level.

Alphason
AV CABINET
ABRD1100

AV STAND
BORDEAUX BORI 26

Ateca's Bordeaux AV stand is an innovative French 
design that would easily brighten up any modern living 
space. Featunng smoked glass, it is available in ether 
and oak or walnut finish and can handle any LCD or 
plasma TV up to 50" The shelves are 500mm deep for 
maximum storage.

The design approach is certainly outside the box with 
the stand's column a clear glass cylinder and the base 
a clear glass teardrop with integrated spikes. The top 
plate is robust and the stand is held together with a 
central chrome tension tube which also doubles as a 
cable management system.

Open stand with enclosed cabinet for LCD/Plasma 
screens up to 50 inches. Innovative ' 'HC. i with space 
for 3 pieces of equipment. Smooth open and close 
door system enhancing child safety

_ _ . _____ _ - - r—r—11 / z i r—11—i Finance options availablifnFbcus TE AC Mi minian through V12 Finance

Full tern« and «conditions ol lhe sao are aYaiabie at co.uk/tw» a. asp The t^s of sale do not offect your statutory nghts. Finans options are available on all itetms priced cover £390 e.g . Buy Now Pay LMay 2009.
Al calls are ^recorded fat kair.u'c purposos

M.CO.Uk
WW.HiFiBitz.CO.UK
W.HiFiBitZ.CO.UK
co.uk/tw%25c2%25bb


Ultimate Group Test ] Monitor loudspeakers £7U0£1,

GROUP TEST& LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER 
MONITOR 
LOUDSPEAKERS
Six modern interpretations of the classic BBC LS3/5a do battle...

T
he 'mini monitor' has an illustrious history. The true ancestor of the type was probably the Goodmans Maxim way back in the 1960s, a tiny speaker that surprised everyone who heard it at the time. However, the mini monitor concept achieved its real apotheosis with the arrival of the BBC LS3/5a in the 1970s.This tiny speaker was developed with painstaking care by the BBC's Research Department to provide accurate programme monitoring in confined surroundings such as outside broadcast vans. It used two selected contemporary KEF drive units in a carefully damped, sealed-box, birch-ply five-litre enclosure, and licenses were issued to a number of manufacturers. Although primarily i ntended for broadcast monitoring, it quickly developed cult status amongst hi-fi enthusiasts. The KEF drive units eventually went out of production, so the 'classic' LS3/5a is no longer available new. However, since some 60,000 pairs were made (in 15-ohm and 11 -ohm versions) over twenty years, there's an active second-hand market.

I f the original LS3/5a set a performance benchmark and established the original mini monitor stereotype, many other designers have subsequently come up with their own variations on the high-quality miniature theme.All six examples gathered here owe something to the 3/Sa, but only the Spendor S3/5R is a 'dead ringer', as its name suggests, though KEF's website claims its XQlO is: "the rightful heir to the revered LS3/5a". All the others have slightly larger enclosures, but the main driver sizes are broadly similar throughout.Although the BBC LS3/5a set the initial stereotype, in the late 1980s Acoustic Energy burst on the scene with a more rock-oriented AEl monitor which was again successful in both professional and hi-fi circles. The AEl Classic is the current heir to that original.The other four all offer interesting variations on the luxury miniature theme. The Amphion Ion L has a stylish painted finish and a waveguide loading its tweeter. PMC's DBl i somehow finds enough room to load its main driver with a transmission line. Both the KEF XQlO 

and the Tanney DC6 use proprietary coaxial drive units - Uni-Qs and Dual Concentrics respectively. HFC

EQUIPMENT USED
® Naim CDS 3/555 PS CD player
® Burmester 001 CD player
® Linn Sondek LP12/Rega RB100O 

turntable/arm
® Rega Apheta cartridge
® Magnum Dynalab MD 106T tuner
® Naim NAC552 preamp
® Naim NAP500 power amp
® Cables from Vertex AQ, Chord 

Company and DNM.

MUSIC USED
® Hello Love/Be Good Tanyas
® Strange Angels/Laune Anderson
® Thanks, I'll Eat it Here/Lowell George
® Beyond 5/r/n/Nitin Sawhney
® Life on a String/Eaune Anderson
® Wagner Tannhauser Overture/BPO 

Karajan

BBC Radios 3 & 4 were also used 
extensively

ON TEST

Acoustic Energy AEl Classic 
£1,000

Amphion Ion L KEF XQlO
£750 £700

PMC DBli 
£825

SpendorS3/5R 
£725
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LISTENING TESTS
Loudspeakers vary dramatically in size, type and tonal 
balance and also interact strongly with the room. The fatal 
difficulty facing sequential unsighted loudspeaker 
presentations is the strong tendency to judge each example 
according to how its balance differs from the model that 
preceded it Accordingly, extended hands-on listening 
sessions were adopted, giving proper scope to adjust to the 
inevitable changes in balance and also to experiment with 
the positioning of different models.

LAB TESTS
The speakers were tested under in-room conditions, in order 
to be as representative as possible of real world operating 
conditions. The test equipment used was a Neutrik 
Audiograph analogue signal generator with synchronised 
pen recorder. This was used to plot the far-field in-room 
averaged response traces, as well as the impedance plots, 
which provide the core of the measurement work.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
1) Sensitivity: Sensitivity is a measure of how loud a 
speaker will go for a given voltage from the amplifier. It's 
scaled to 2.83V at one metre (corresponding to one watt 
of power for an 8 ohm load. It's a widely quoted figure, 
but can be misleading, as loudspeaker sensitivity can vary 
quite significantly across the audio range and because 
lower impedance speakers extract more current and hence 
power from an amplifier than higher impedance examples.
2] Bass extension: To replicate 'real world' conditions, 
our figure represents the averaged bass rolloff frequency at 
-6dB ref the broad midband, measured across the far field 
for a stereo pair in a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room
3] Ease of drive: The lower the impedance of a speaker, 
the more current it will extract from the driving amplifier 
for a given voltage (volume) setting. Lower impedance 
designs are therefore theoretically harder to drive, 
especially at low and midband frequencies - but they also 
tend to have higher sensitivities, which reduces their 
voltage requirement for a given level of loudness.
4] Overall frequency balance: The overall broad 
frequency response trends do much to define the character 
of a speaker, although true neutrality is the obvious goal 
5] Response smoothness: Beyond the overall tonal 
balance of the speaker, the small-scale smoothness has 
much to do with the delicacy of the sound and its ability 
to deliver subtle harmonic shading. It's also a factor that 
separates more costly speakers from their cheaper rivals.

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE
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FREE 5 Year 

Warranty in-store

MTOSHIBA REGZA
46ZF355DB

digitalTV

46" FULL HD 1080P 
Digital LCD TV with Active 

Vision MlOO HD lOOHz 
Picture Processing & 

3x HDMI
Also available in 40"

42AV505DB + |rsAVE£i75|
Floor Stand

— JVC —
LT460S9BJ LT32DE9BJ

£CALLJ
Available in 32" & 37'

™ digitally) gS2j

42" HD Ready Digital LCD
TV with 2x HDMI + Blac k 3 

Shelf Glass Floor Stand

46" Super Slim FULL HD 
1080p LCD TV with DynaPix 

HD Picture Engine & 
3x HDMI

Also available in 42"

32" HD Ready LCD TV with 
160GB HDD, DynaPix Plus 
Picture Engine, & HDMI
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sony JVC Paranoic @lg Authorised UK Dealer Pioneer osE? Toshiba qyamaha sharp

- SHARP Aquas
LC46X20

46" FULL HD Ready 
LCD TV with Integrated 
Digital FREEVIEW Tuner 

& 3x HDMI

FREE 5 Year Warranty & 
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— SAMSUNG

LE46A656A1
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digitalTV £CALL

46" Series-6 FULL HD 1080P LCD TV with 
Integrated Digital FREEVIEW Tuner, Movie 

Plus, lOOHz & 4x HDMI
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£CALL

PS50A656T1
Series-6 50" Full HD 1080p Digital Plasma 

TV with DNle Pro & lOOHz Motion Plus 
Technology

digitdTV £CALL

LC32D44 + 

Floor Stand
|SAVE £150]

32" HD Ready LCD 
Television + 3-Shelf 

Black Glass Floor Stand

Also Available in 26"

LE37A558P3 + Floor Stand
37" Series-5 FULL HD 1080P LCD Tel
evision with 3x HDMI + 3-Shelf Black 

Glass Floor Stand

ROJ digitally) ß3E5

LE32A457C1

I SAVE £100]

£699.95;
L SAVE £75 J

BDP1500 Ï2SÂVE£80J

- PIONEER-------------------
PDPLX5090

50" KURO FULL HD 
1080P Digital Plasma 
TV with Direct Colour 
Filter 3+ & 3x HDMI

Also Available in 60"

32" Series - 4 HD Ready LCD TV with 
Integrated Digital Tuner, DNle+, Backlight 

C C F L & 3xHDMI

¡¡frn digitally) £399.95

n digital [VI 1.£CALL

Homi iftKW

HTX810R

-LG
50PG6000 |SAVir£250

50" HD Ready Digital
Plasma Television with

Dual XD Engine, 4 x HDMI
■ : & 1080p Input

Also Available in 42"

^ digital^ £899.95
LG6000 Range

digitato

FULL HD 1080p 
Digital LCD TV with 

4 x HDMI & USB 2.0
Available in 

32", 37", 42" & 47"

£CALL
LG5000 Range

FULL HD 1080p LCD 
j TV with Built in Digital

Freeview & 3x HDMI
Available in

37", 42", 47" & 52"

digitalo £CALL»
LG3000 Range

digital^

HD Ready LCD TV with 
Built in Digital Freeview, 
XD Engine & 3x HDMI

Also Available in 
32", 37" & 42"

£CALL

1080P FULL HD Blu-Ray DVD Player 
with BD profile 1.1, BD/DVD/CD/ 

AVCHD/ Disc Playback
& HDMI HD Audio

£219.95

300W 2.1 Channel Wireless Bluetooth DVD
Home Cinema System with DivX playback , 

WMA playback & HDMI

HLJmr oiv : £CALL :

BUM NOW PAY SPRING 2009 - INTEREST FREE!*
*Available on orders over £750 CALL 08100 429 433 tor an Instant Decision *Subject to Status

- SONY Bravia---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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V-Series BRAVIA Digital FULL HD 1080P 
LCD TV with 24p True Cinema 3x HDMI

Available in 40" 46" & 52"
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FULL HD 1080P 
LCD TV with BRAVIA 

Engine PRO, Live Colour 
Creation & 3x HDMI

Available in 40", 46" & 52 '
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- PANSONIC Viera
PZSOO Range

FULL HD 1080P Digital Plasma Television 
with SD card slot & 4x HDMI

Available in 42" & SO"
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TX37LZD800
37" FULL HD 1080P LCD Television with 
Integrated Digital FREEVIEW Tuner & 

4x HDMI

Package 
Savings 
with PS3
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£CALL

£CALL

ecall;

KDL40W4000

HTPBD2RSF

40" Bravia Full HD 1080p LCD Television 
with Bravia Engine 2, Picture Frame 

Mode & Photo TV HD

IWhatVideol
Also Available in 32", 46" & 52"
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★★***///

£CALL '

Blu-Ray'M Home Cinema System with 
Sleek Floor Standing Speakers For Except 

tional Audio Quality

£CALL

PZ81 Range

TX32LZD80
32" FULL HD 1080P LCD TV with Integrated 

Digital FREEVIEW Tuner & 3x HDMI 
Also Available in 37"

digitally) J25222J

FULL HD 1080P Digital Plasma TV with x.v. 
Colour, 24p Real Cinema & 3x HDMI

Available in 42",46" & SO"

£CALL
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Monitor loudspeakers £700£1,000 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

£1,000 per pair a 01285 654432 @ www.acoustic-energy.co.uk

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE1
A classic replica that first wowed the industry 20 years ago

I
t was 20 years ago that Acoustic Energy 
made a very impressive debut by 
introducing the original AEl, a miniature 
pro-oriented speaker that effectively 

re-invented the concept of the modern high
performance miniature. Although the BBC 
LS3/5A was already popular with broadcast 
engineers and hi-fi enthusiasts, it never made 
it into the recording studios because of modest 
power handling and loudness capabilities.

That original AEl cost E700 per pair in 
1988. Severa I more costly variations on a 
similar theme subsequently appeared, then 
two years ago Acoustic Energy introduced this 
'replica' AEl Classic at just E845 per pair and 
although the price has since crept up to 
E 1,000, that's still a very modest increase after 
20 years. Some customers may prefer real 
wood veneers, with or without lacquer, but the 
Classic's pro-look, textured matt black finish 
has its own understated, yet purposeful charm.

When the AEl was originally launched, a key 
innovation was the use of metal for both bass/ 
mid and treble driver diaphragms. Neither 
was a first, but putting them together was 
certainly unusual and led to many imitators 
in subsequent years. The main driver has a 
llOmm pressed-steel frame and a 90mm 
aluminium cone, while the tweeter uses a 
25mm magnesium dome.

Both drivers are neatly flush-mounted and 
separated by attractively symmetrical twin 
flared ports, with all the edges of the eight
litre enclosure slightly rounded. The latter's 
inside surfaces are reinforced and damped 
with a polymer composite lining. The crossover 
network, fed from a single terminal pair, uses 
symmetric third-order slopes.

SOUND QUALITY
Even after twenty-odd years, this Classic 
version of the AEl is an entertaining and 
involving performer. Best kept clear of walls in 
order to deliver an appropriate quantity of 
midbass output, understandably there's not 
going to be much low bass here. But the 
Classic's fine coherence and impressive 
freedom from boxy effects provide fair 
compensation. The elaborate enclosure 
engineering creates an exceptionally 'quiet' 
box with very little sonic signature, resulting in 
a beautifully spacious image with fine focus 
alongside a broad and deep spread.

Superior midband neutrality and a very even 
balance are both on the agenda here, going a 
long way towards justifying this speaker's 
monitoring status. This is further strengthened 
by the notably wide dynamic range and very 
low level of background 'grunge', though it 
should also be noted that the small radiating 
area is presumably responsible for a rather 
muted and modest level of expression.

Another point of criticism, perhaps where this 
design most obviously shows its age, is that 
the top end is not only a little too bright and 
obvious, it also lacks top-end sweetness. And 
this could become a little fatiguing, depending 
on the characteristics of the driving system.

One way to cope with the strong treble 
might be to partner the speakers with some 
extra subwoofery. Extra bass weight can do 
much to 'balance out' any treble excess and 
lead to a more satisfying overall result

In Classic form, the AEl might be a little 
long in the tooth, but at the same time it's 
undoubtedly a fun product that goes a long 
way towards justifying its 'classic' status

LAB REPORT
When we reviewed the Classic two years ago, the 
company claimed 88dB sensitivity, while we 
found just BSdB.This time around we got just 
84dB, which is well below average, though not 
entirely unexpected for such a small metal cone 
driver, especially since the impedance stays 
comfortably above 8 ohms throughout (albeit 
with a slight discontinuity at around 5.SkHz).
With reflex porting tuned to SSHz, reasonable 

bass output is maintained down to around 40Hz, 
even with the speaker well clear of walls, but 
apart from a slight lack of output at 60-120Hz, 
the far-field in-room power response is exceptionally 
flat and smooth. Although this holds out the 
promise of exceptional neutrality, it also suggests 
that the treble might turn out to be a little too 
strong subjectively. A slightly more restrained top 
end is normally expected under these conditions. 
The pair-match was pretty good, however.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Sensitivity » -20%

2] Bass extension » -5%

3] Ease of drive » -10%

4] Overall frequency balance » +10%

5] Response smoothness » +30%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement .£nt A.£al

Sensitivity (a; l m/2.83V 88dB 84dB

Impedance (nommal/mmimumJ 8/ns i 8/8 ohms

Estimated bass extension ( - 6dB) ns 40Hz

VERDICT
SOUND

***
l(a;.£nt

****
BUILD

****
VALUE

****

An entertaining mini 
monitor, the strong and 
slightly coarse treble means 
this replica of the original 
AEl is showing its age. But 
it's still an involving design 
with a good fun factor and 
a wide dynamic range

HI-FICHOICE ?ÄLL
★ ★★★★
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Monitor loudspeakers £700^£1,000 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

£750 per pair E 01623 517000 @ www.amphion.fi

AMPHION ION L
Like its big brothers, Amphion's Ion L features a tweeter waveguide

R
elative newcomers on the speaker 
manufacturing scene, Finnish brand 
Amphion is best known for its stylish 
upmarket floorstanders. But as the company 

has grown, it has started to introduce smaller 
models, while fully maintaining its reputation 
for both style and innovative thinking.

The two little standmount two-way Ion 
models are a relatively new initiative. The 
original (£600 per pair) Ion first appeared 
about two years ago and has since been 
supplemented by the slightly larger £750 per 
pair Ion L Either version might have been 
chosen for this Ultimate Group Test, but we 
opted for the larger of the two, the Ion L, as its 
price, main driver and enclosure size is closer to 
the group norm than the original Ion.

I n fact, the Ion Lis a little larger than most in 
our group, its unusually tall cabinet enclosing 
a volume of approximately nine litres. At the 
same time, although the main driver is 
specified at the same l35mm as most of the 
others, its Nomex cone is a slightly larger than 
average being lOOmm in diameter.

The reason that it's taller is to make room 
for the large tweeter waveguide sculpted into 
the front panel. Amphion describes this as its 
UDD technology (Uniformly Directive 
Diffusion), which it claims helps the 25mm 
titanium dome tweeter deliver more even 
dispersion. It also sets the tweeter back 
behind the line of the front panel, closer to 
the position of the main driver's voice coil, 
which makes crossover integration easier. And 
it allows the crossover frequency to operate 
almost an octave lower at around l.6kHz.

The enclosure is both unusual and 
exceptionally stylish too. The surface finish is 
painted, either white, black or silver, and all 
four horizontal edges are heavily post-formed. 
With the only grille a perforated metal cover 
that fits snugly over the bass/mid driver, the 
result is reminiscent of the designs that Dieter 
Rams produced for the German Braun brand in 
the 1950s and 1960s - timeless classics which 
still look modern today.

SOUND QUALITY

The best thing about the Ion Lis its fine mid- 
to-treble coherence. Add to this a very sweet, 
smooth and well ordered treble and the net 
result is a relatively rare and very welcome 
combination of open voicing that's free from 
any unwanted aggressive tendencies. However, 
the midband does also have some coloration, 
possibly related to the c800Hz peak seen in 
the in-room balance, and this adds a degree of 
pinched nasality that's most obvious when 
listening to speech.

Although it sounds reasonably weighty for 
a speaker of this size and type, the bass 
delivery here does sound a little softened 
and lacking in punch and drive. Under our 
listening conditions the sound was probably 
best with the ports open and the speakers at 
least 50cm from a wall. But the overall tonal 
balance is rather lean and a little thin, so that 
cellos and the left hand of piano playing 
sound a trifle undernourished.

One suspects that the Ion L will be 
commercially successful purely on the basis of 
its excellent styling. The good news is that the 

sound quality is pretty good too. HFC

Assisted by some excess around 800Hz-1 kHz, the 
Ion Ljust managed its 86dB sensitivity rating, 
and did so with a reasonably easy amplifier load, 
the impedance staying around or above B ohms 
through most of the audio range, but falling 
steadily below 6 ohms above lOkHz. Pair 
matching was acceptable.
Apart from that 800Hz-1 kHz prominence, the 

far-field in-room power response is impressively 
flat and smooth, with just a gentle and 
appropriate roll-off alongside rising frequency. 
However. with plenty of output from the SOHz- 
tuned port and a significant lack of output 60
120 Hz, the bass alignment proved less well 
matched to our listening room. Blocking the 
ports with the supplied foam bungs and placing 
the speakers close to a wall did smooth things 
out somewhat, but left the whole bass region a 
little too shy.

HOW IT COMPARES

11 Sensitivity» +10%

2] Bass extension » -5%

3] Ease of drive » +10%

4] Overall frequency balance » -10%

5) Response smoothness » 0%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity 1 m/ 2 ,83 V 86dB B6dB

Irnpedame (nominal/mimmum) 8/n<, 8/G ohms

Estimated hass extension (-GdB) 55H1 40H1

VERDICT II LI
SOUND

****
Clever, sharp styling comes 

together with fine mid-to- 

treble coherence and a 

sweet treble, but the bass 

end proved less well suited 

to our listening conditions, 

with a rather lean character 

and some lack of punch.

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****
HW W
★ ★★★ *
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Created from the finest materials and complex technologies, our 
superlative Platinum loudspeakers are a sophisticated blend of 
craftsmanship and science, making music so gracefully that it 
sounds naturally effortless.

Please visit, monitoraudio.co.uk MONITOR AUDIO

monitoraudio.co.uk


Monitor loudspeakers £700^£1,000 [Ultimate Group Test]

.£700 per pair S 01622 672261

KEFXQ10
The XQ l 0 features a brand new 'tangerine' waveguide

T
he mid-price XQs are the latest range 
from KEF and this £700 XQlO is the 
smaller of two standmounts and sister 
model to the £1,000 XQ20 (reviewed in HFC 

307).Key features include KEF's Uni-Q driver, 
cunningly curved cabinetwork and beautifully 
lacquered real wood veneer finish.

The XQlO is a two-way design based on the 
very latest type of l30mm Uni-Q drive unit, 
loaded by a front port and an enclosure with 
an estimated volume of seven litres. A Uni-Q 
driver places a tiny tweeter on the end of the 
pole-piece in the centre of the bass/mid cone, 
so that it actually sits at the latter's effective 
acoustic centre, creating a 'coincident' 
variation on the co-axial theme. This makes 
crossover integration relatively simple 
acoustically and also ensures off-axis output 
symmetry, but the recessed tweeter somewhat 
restricts dispersion.

Recent Uni-Q developments include a 
ventilated pole-piece, an elliptical profile 
tweeter, a cone profile (that's carefully shaped 
to avoid interference between the tweeter's 
direct soundwave and its reflections off the 
cone) and a tangerine waveguide', whereby 
eight small vanes help the tweeter's titanium 
dome diaphragm mimic a pulsating sphere.

At 6.4kg, this little speaker feels very solid, 
the more so because the curved top, base and 
side surfaces help increase stiffness and avoid 
focusing internal standing waves. Our samples 
came in khaya mahogany under a deep, 
lustrous lacquer; but birdseye maple or piano 
black are also available. Two pairs of terminals

€!) wwwkef.com

fit directly through the enclosure and wires 
links are supplied. The curved base requires 
special stand-coupling arrangements: the two 
supplied alternatives are a curved hard rubber 
pad, or a tripod of metal feet.

SOUND QUALITY

The website claim to some sort of legacy 
inheritance from the BBC LS3/Sa is frankly 
disingenuous, as the only similarity would 
seem to be the maker's name on the drive 
units. The engineering, configuration, 
measured performance and sound quality, 
are all quite different.

Given the small dimensions and decent 
sensitivity, it's no surprise to find that the 
best results are obtained with the speakers 
mounted quite close to a wall. But even with 
this extra mid-bass assistance, the XQlO does 
sound rather thin and bright. This certainly 
ensures plenty of detail, but the tweeter always 
seems to be drawing rather too much attention 
to itself and the sound it delivers might have 
been sweeter to advantage. What is arguably 
needed here is some sort of subwoofery, 
because the application of some extra bass 
power and weight will tend to balance out any 
excess at the top end.

I n other respects, the sound quality is 
promising and positive. Mid-to-treble 
coherence is very good, the more so because 
there's no unwanted phase shifting as one 
moves on or off axis. The voice band is nicely 
open and the box coloration vanishingly low - 
those four curved panels are very effective at 

suppressing unwanted noise of all kinds 
from the enclosure. HFC

Our measurements found a sensitivity of 87dB, 
more than comfortably confirming KEF's 86dB 
rating, though this is partly due to a load which 
hovers around 5 ohms through much of the 
midband and drops to 4 ohms above 4kHz. Pair 
matching was pretty good.
In-room far-field averaged power response 

measurements gave rather equivocal results for 
optimum placement. Away from walls the XQlO 
showed slightly strong output across the broad 
presence region; close-to-wall siting helped 
redress the balance below 250Hz, but led to a 
pronounced suckout centred on 350Hz. Either 
way, the treble proper above 2.SkHz looks a 
shade strong, relatively speaking. With reflex 
ports tuned to a relatively high 63 Hz, ultimate 
bass extension is inevitably limited, rolling off 
rapidly below SOHz, though with wall assistance 
the zone from 50-250Hz looks well ordered.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Sensitivity » +20%

2) Bass extension » -10%

3) Ease of drive » 0%

41 Overall frequency balance » -100/o

5) Response smoothness » -10%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ l m/2 83V

Impedance (nommaJ/momum)

Estimated bass extension ( -6dB)

86dB

8/3.2 ohms

63 Hz

87dB

614 ohms

45 Hz

"•S» V 
/ r-VERDICT

SOUND

***
PRACTICALITY

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****

Latest Uni-Q co-axial driver 
is mounted in a gorgeous 
real wood enclosure. Sound 
quality benefits from some 
wall reinforcement and 
shows fine freedom from 
boxiness, but the top end is 
strong and lacks sweetness.

HIFI S^LL
★ ★★★★
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McIntosh 
MCD301
Deposit: £420
Monthly payment: £15719
Months: 24
Total payable: £4,195

ADAM 
Gamma SA
Deposit: £999
Monthly payment: £250
Months:36
Total payable: £9,999

Clearaudio 
Champion Ltd
Deposit:£187.50
Monthly payment: £140.62
Months: 12
Total payable: £1,875 ible: £5,850

PMC 
Eb1i
Deposit: £595
Monthly payment: £223.13

Marantz 
SA-11S2
Deposit: £280
Monthly payment: £210
Months: 12
Total payable: £2,800

Wadia 
581SE
Deposit: £999
Monthly payment: £250
Months: 36
Total payable: £9,999

SCM19
Deposit: £149
Monthly payment: £112.50
Months: 12
Total payable: £1,499

Specialist Shadow Brands include: ADAM Audio, Apollo, ARTLoudspeakers, Audio Zone, Audio Physic, ATC, AVI, Bel Canto, Bryston, Chord Cables, Clearaudio, Creek, EAR/Yoshino, Eastern Electric, Epos, GamuT, Hovland, Hyperion, lsoTek, JAS Audio, 
JungSon, ManleyLabs, MarantzLegendary, Mcintosh, Musical Fidelity, Musical First, Music Tools, Nordost, Opera, Pathos, PMC, Resolution Audio, Shanling, SME, Tannoy Prestige, Transfiguration, Unison Research, Vertex AQ, VPI, Wadia, Wilson Benesch and many more.



Monitor loudspeakers £700^£1,000 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

£825 per pair S 08704 441044

PMCDB11
The Dinky Box undergoes a major engineering upgrade

O
ne of the younger speaker 
manufacturers around, PMC 
(Professional Monitor Company) was 
founded by ex-BBC engineers in 1990. 

Unusually, and partly due to its re-invention of 
transmission line bass loading, it has had 
success in both ProAudio and hi-fi sectors.

Such loading requires constructing a long 
tunnel behind the bass driver, which would 
seem unlikely within the confines of a tiny 
( l 5.5x29x23.4cms) miniature, but the three
fold (four-section) line fitted inside this little 
enclosure has an effective length of an 
amazing 1.5 metres.

This is the third time the DBl (Dinky Box 
One) has been reviewed in Hi-Fi Choice. We 
covered the original version back in 2003 
(HFC 240), when a pair cost £550. Eighteen 
months later, we encountered the £625 per 
pair DBl +, which featured a better quality 
tweeter and crossover components.

Now there's been a further major revision 
and a further price hike. The price of this new 
DB l i has now jumped up to £825 perpair, 
but the speaker features substantial further 
improvements in all respects. And whereas it 
was possible to purchase kits to upgrade a 
speaker from DBl to DBl +, the DBl i changes 
are too extensive to make this possible.

Almost everything about the new version is 
different A new cabinet supplier has improved 
the quality, fit and finish of the enclosure. 
PMC's own 140mm cast frame bass/mid driver 
has a stiffer, better damped 95mm paper cone 
and an improved voice coil. The crossover 
networks are pair-matched using high-quality 
components. But the most important change is

top end. HFC
BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE 
magazine a SPECIFICATIONS 1________________________ I

Measurement kyPRACTI Actual

Sensitivity @ l m/2 83V 87dB 86dB

Impedance (nominal/minimum) 8/ns ohms 8/6 ohms

Estimated bass extension ( 6dB) )QHz 40Hz

www.pmc-speakers.com

a brand new 27mm soft fabric dome tweeter 
co-developed with Norwegian OEM driver 
specialist SEAS.

Finished in a choice of walnut, black ash, oak 
and cherry real wood veneers, the three 
internal partitions required to form the 
transmission line might make manufacture 
difficult, as does the complex recipe of 
damping materials, but it also ensures an 
exceptionally stiff enclosure.

Twin terminals facilitate bi-wiring or bi
amping and the rear panel also 
accommodates the large line exit slot plus an 
attachment plate for a substantial wall bracket

SOUND QUALITY

Some wall reinforcement is clearly beneficial, 
with a gap of about 15cm between wall and 
speaker giving the best results under our test 
conditions. The speaker's small size places 
obvious limitations on the ultimate bass 
weight, but the bass loading technique 
provides the DBl i with an impressive evenness, 
warmth and harmonic richness.

A major plus with the DBl i is that it has 
significantly more dynamic grip and 
enthusiasm than the average for speakers of 
this size and type. It's not dramatically better 
in this regard, but it does give it something of 
an edge in delivering an expressive and 
involving experience.

However, the overall tonal neutrality doesn't 
match a true monitor speaker. The DBl i's 
midband isn't the smoothest or most open 
midband and the presence dip is clearly 
audible on speech. But music is a different 
matter and here it proves a fine communicator 
with very little boxiness and a notably sweet

The similarity between the measurements taken 

for the DBl i and its DBl + predecessor are quite 

remarkable, even down to the little 200Hz 

impedance 'bump'. Furthermore, the changes only 

serve to reinforce PMC's claim for improved 

performance, especially in the smoother and more 

extended top end.

The claim for a sensitivity of 87dB/W remains a 

little optimistic: our figure (measured in the far 

field) comes out at 85-86dB/W. However, it is in 

the context of a very easy amplifier load, which 

stays comfortably above 6 Ohms throughout.

The in-room far-field averaged power response is 

pretty well ordered overall, though not especially 

smooth or flat, with an obvious l.3-l .6kHz 

discontinuity. Albeit with decent ultimate 

extension, bass output is a little weak below 

250Hz with the speakers in free space, so a 

degree of wall loading should be worthwhile.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Sensitivity » +10%

2] Bass extension » -5%

3] Ease of drive » +10%

4] Overall frequency balance » 0%

5] Response smoothness » -20%

VERDICT
SOUND

****
^PRACTICALITY

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****

While this might not be the 

most neutral performer, it's 

a very effective musical 

communicator, with fine 

warmth through the broad 

midrange and a much 

sweeter and more extended 

treble than its predecessor.

HI-FI W-
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your digital library
for FREE when you spend over £3,000

*FREE Wadia iTransport worth £350. cannot be used in • .• -.i .i .♦coniunction with any other promotions.

Supported by Guildford Audio

www.breamoreconcerts.co.uk CO
art loudspeakers 
astintrew 
audio analogue 
audio research 
audiophile base 
capland 
crystal cable 
dream vision 
final 
local jmlab 
gamut 
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isophon 
isotek 
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lavardin 
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theta transparent 
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Wadia iTransport
The iTransport, which is certified Made for iPod®, turns 
any currently available iPod player into a high-end media server 
by providing a bit-perfect digital audio output lo an audio/ 
video system, bypassing the player's internal D/A conversion 
and output stage . Subsequently, the audio signal remains clean 
and unadulterated throughout the path. The iTransport is 
compatible with all currently available 102 2008) iPod players, 
as well as iPhone® and iPod Touch® models .

The iTransport measures 2" x 8" x 8" (H/W/D), making ii an 
easy addition to most racks and entertainment centers. Wadia 
incorporates a bit-perfect S/PDIF digital audio output and high- 
resalutian component digital video output, as well as analog 
audio and video outputs for easy connection with most audio/ 
video systems. iPod players are charged while in the dock, and 
can be operated via Apple's standard IR remote control. (Not 
included with iTransport).

Unbelievable Price: £350.00 each.

Call Trevor at Guildford Audio today for more details.
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Monitor loudspeakers £700^£1,000 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

£725 per pair E 01323 B43474 *.£ www.spendoraudio.com

SPENDOR S3/5R
Still 315-ing after all these years

T here's a rumour that the original 
inspiration for the LS3/5a was a lash-up 
that company founder Spencer Hughes

put together during a lunch hour, for work on a 
scale model studio layout.

That's as may be; but it was some years 
before the LS3/5a actually appeared, probably 
because BBC Research doesn't operate on 
commercial timescales and was able to indulge 
in an extended development programme. 
When the 3/5a did appear, based on two 
commercial KEF drivers, it was an immediate 
success, and stayed in production with minimal 
changes for around 20 years - far, far longer 
than any normal commercial speaker design.

Changes at KEF and the consequent 
unavailability of the original drive units might 
have forced the official LS3/5a out of 
production, but continuing healthy demand 
persuaded companies like Spender to create 
variations on a similar theme, while 
incorporating some two decades of 
loudspeaker engineering improvements.

The latest version is the new S3/5R, which 
at £725 per pair is £125 less than the S3/5se 
we reviewed five years ago (HFC 242).

There's plenty of common ground between 
the S3/5R and its original LS3/5a inspiration, 
in as much as both share the same external 
dimensions and (uniquely in our review group) 
sealed-box loading. However, the 53/5R's 
enclosure is turned round, so it's deeper than it 
is wide; it's fabricated from veneered MDF 
rather than birch ply and the main driver is 
mounted from the front.

The 140mm bass/mid driver has a new 
90mm plastic cone and a fixed phase

BEST BUY

spendor

spendor_

HI-FICHOICE 
magazine SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Ac.£al

Sensitivity (ai. 1m/283V 84dB 82dB

Impedance (nominal/mlrnmum) 8/ns 8/6 ohms

Estimated bass extension (-6dB) 75Hz 25Hl

VERDICT r X J

compensating polepiece extension and the SEAS- 
sourced tweeter has a small 20mm soft dome.

Recent improvements in loudspeaker 
performance have been due to crossover 
network refinements. The S3/5R has improved 
conductivity with gold-plated tracks and 
silver/copper-loaded solder and signal routing 
to eliminate magnetic interactions.

SOUND QUALITY
Smooth, even and unfailingly polite. That's 
always been a characteristic of the very best 
Spender loudspeakers and the S3/SR is 
definitely no exception.

This isn't the speaker for those who like their 
music seriously loud or heavy - or even those 
who like loud, heavy music. But when it comes 
to delivering most kinds of music at typical 
domestic listening levels, the 53/5R has a 
number of qualities that set it ahead of the 
pack. Few loudspeakers of any size or price can 
match its smoothness, its laid-back neutrality, 
or the precision of its stereo imaging. Boxiness 
is pretty well controlled and coloration is 
limited to a mild hollowness.

However, although a well engineered 
miniature such as this can do certain things 
exceptionally well, it does have limited 
dynamic grip and expression, as well as low 
level resolution, modest power handling and 
loudness capabilities.

The 53/5R might be very tiny, but that's 
no reason not to take it very seriously, since 
what it loses on the dynamic swings, it gains 
on the neutrality roundabouts. With its 
smooth, sweet and delicately laid-back sound, 
it's arguably the closest in our group to 

the monitoring ideal. HFC

LAB REPORT
The 53/SR measures very differently from the 
53/Sse that we reviewed back in 2003 - and 
considerably better too, though to some extent 
that's because its midrange sensitivity is 
significantly lower now, registering just 82dB 
rather than 53/Sse's 85dB (or indeed the 84dB 
claimed for this model). Although 82dB is a very 
low figure, the impedance is undemanding, bass 
extension is exceptional and close-to-wall bass 
boost is now entirely optional rather than 
essential (but still worth trying).
The far-field in-room averaged response is 

remarkably smooth and flat, perhaps a little 
lacking in midbass energy (50-l30Hz) when 
operating in free space, but very even above that 
point, with just a very gentle roll-off above 
1.SkHz. Although the top end is less smooth than 
the midband, the notably dull top end found with 
the 53/Sse is avoided here.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Sensitivity » -40%

2) Bass extension » +30%

3) Ease of drive » -30%

4) Overall frequency balance » +30%

5) Response smoothness » +30%

SOUND

****  
p^cticali™ 
*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

It lacks dynamic muscle and 
might not go loud, but with 
its lovely smooth neutrality, 
fine imaging and well 
controlled boxiness, it richly 
deserves its mini-monitor 
label and is very much in the 
Spendor tradition.

★ ★★★★
HIFI ?œ^LL
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l. KSL Kondo M7 Line Preamplifier
2. Living Voice OBX-RW Loudspeaker in Ebony
3. New Audio Frontiers 845 SE integrated Amplifier
4. KSL Kondo Neira Integrated Amplifier

5. SME 2012A Turntable with KSL Kondo iOJ Cartridge
6. New Audio Frontiers KT 66 Legend Integrated Amplifier
7. Kore-Eda LLA-1 Control Amplifier & PLA-1 Power Amplifier
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Monitor loudspeakers £700£1,000 [ Ultimate Group Test ]

£800 per pair 's 01236 420199

TANNOYDC&
Tanney's dual-concentrics underpin the new Revolution Signatures

ne of the oldest names of British hi-fi 
(and ProAudio) loudspeakers, Tannoy's 
latest domestic Revolution Signature 

range consists of four stereo pairs and two 
centre-front models. This £800 per pair DC6 
is the larger of two standmounts and is a 
two-way design based on a l50mm dual- 
concentric main driver (somewhat larger than 
our group norm).

Said driver is mounted in an attractively 
shaped, real wood veneered enclosure, 
available in either the light oak of our samples, 
or a darker (and more popular) 'espresso' finish.

The 11 -litre enclosure is somewhat larger 
than the group average and is loaded by a 
front port The front panel is necessarily wide 
enough for the drive unit, but the very slim 
back is so narrow it only just has room for the 
strip of five terminals. Like the front and back, 
the top and base are flat, but the sides form a 
quite tight curve, which stiffens the structure, 
distributes the horizontal standing waves and 
disperses reflections.

Four terminals are quite normal for a two
way loudspeaker; the fifth allows the main 
driver chassis to be earthed back to the 
amplifier to minimise RF interference.

Tannoy's famous dual-concentric driver is 
a co-axial design, using a horn-loaded tweeter 
firing through the middle of a bass/mid 
cone. This arrangement assists crossover 
integration and ensures a fully symmetric 
off-axis performance. This latest variation 
combines a l50mm cast alloy frame with a 
11 Smm flared doped paper bass/mid cone,

BEST BUY

HIFICHOICE 
magazine

www.tannoy.com

crossing over to a 25mm titanium dome 
at l.SkHz.

SOUND QUALITY
The Tannoy is about 50 per cent larger than 
most of the others in this test group and as 
soon as it was brought into the listening room, 
the consequences in terms of superior dynamic 
grip and expression were immediately 
apparent to all concerned.

Auditioning closely mirrored the 
measurement findings in terms of the overall 
tonal balance. Even with wall assistance, the 
sound is a little lightweight and forward, but 
the net effect is convincing enough and, if 
ultimate weight and extension is inevitably 
limited, the sound has decent enthusiasm, a 
sweet and open presence zone and fine agility.

Wall proximity normally increases voice band 
coloration, but this Tannoy seemed relatively 
immune from this problem, maybe because of 
its lower than average crossover frequency, or 
the tweeter's relatively narrow dispersion.

Earlier generations of dual concentric 
tweeters have been criticised for a lack of 
treble smoothness, but that doesn't seem to be 
in the least applicable to this latest generation, 
which has a sweet, discreet and exceptionally 
delicate top end that's at least a match for the 
better direct radiator dome designs.

Backs against the wall, the DC6s somehow 
seemed entirely free from the usual boxy 
character, presumably assisted by the curved 
enclosure sides. Indeed, the most significant 
disadvantage seemed to be the slightly 
reduced stereo image depth perspectives 

normally associated with wall 
loading. HFC

Reflecting the fact that its bass/mid cone is 
larger than the group average, the DC6 
comfortably met the relatively high 88dB 
sensitivity rating under our in-room far-field 
regime, despite a relatively easy-to-drive load with 
a 5.5 ohms minimum around 200Hz.

In-room measurement reveals a relatively dry 
bass alignment. Output rolled off very gently and 
progressively below 200Hz with the speakers 
positioned well clear of walls, but close-to-wall 
siting filled in the mid-bass zone very nicely, 
lifting it up to match the midband level. The 
balance here was impressively smooth (even 
through the upper midband and presence), if 
slightly over-projected, while some lack of output 
through the upper bass and lower midband was 
also evident The crossover transition is quite 
smooth, but the pair match between our two 
examples was a little disappointing.

HOW IT COMPARES

11 Sensitivity » +30%

2] Bass extension » -5%

3] Ease of drive » +20%

4] Overall frequency balance » -10%

5] Response smoothness » -10%

specifications!____________ _
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity @ 1m/283V 88dB 88dB

Impedance (nominal/minimum) 8/ns 7/5 .5 ohms

Estimated bass extension ( -bdB) 46Hz 40Hz

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
P.£'sCALcw

****__
BUILD

****
VALUE

****

I CL IT I
With close-to-wall 
reinforcement, this 
attractively styled stand
mount delivers a fine 
performance. A lively, even 
bass underpins a smooth, if 
slightly over-projected upper 
mid and presence.

HIFI SCO^LL
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Monitor loudspeakers £700^.£1,

CONCLUSIONS
These high-value standmounts hold their own against the industry big boys

A
lthough our six models 
might broadly fall into the 
category'mini monitor', in 
as much as all are small yet quite 

costly affairs with serious 
pretensions to superior sound 
quality, the differences between 
them are obvious enough. The 
price and size spread might be 
relatively narrow, but each model 
has its own distinctive character, 
physically and sonically.

Extended listening tests were 
carried out on each of the models, 
while a pair of original (15 ohm, 
Chartwel/ made) LS3/5as from the 
mid-1970s provided an invaluable 

reference point. However, that 
classic BBC monitor shouldn't 
be regarded as the model which 
these modern descendents ought 
to emulate: monitoring studio 
microphone techniques is not 
the same as enjoying your 
favourite musicians.

These tiny loudspeakers - 
arguably a little on the small side 
for our 4.3x2.6x5.5m listening 
room - do derive significant 
benefit from their small enclosures, 
but they also inevitably sacrifice 
some bass weight and welly, and 
some sensitivity, too. (Impedance is 
the third variable in this equation.)

Subjectively, they also tend to 
suffer from weak dynamic grip and 
expression, which is probably due 
to their relatively small radiating 
areas, though small does tend to 
lead to superior imaging. In most 
cases the relative bass levels of 
these speakers will be helped by a 
degree of wall proximity, but this 
needs careful experimentation as it 
will also tend to increase coloration 
and reduce transparency.

Although we had no difficulty 
distinguishing between these 
different models, because they're 
so similar in size and configuration, 
choosing between them can come 

down to a matter of personal taste. 
Both the Acoustic Energy and KEF 
suffered from strong top ends that 
lacked sweetness, but the differing 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
other four tend to cancel out.

The Amphion has a quite 
delightful top end, but less happy 
bass alignment; the PMC lacks 
midband smoothness, but has fine 
bass and treble; the Spender is 
beautifully smooth and neutral, but 
low sensitivity and loudness 
potential. Finally, the Tannoy lacks 
warmth, but does show the 
significant dynamic advantage of 
its larger driver and box. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

AMPLIFIERS
ARCAM DIVAA70 £500

Smart, practical with good snap and 
pace, natural dynamics and good ¿eGL

MARANTZ PM7001 Kl £550

A self-effacing amplifier with fine bass, 
sweet treble and plenty of unforced detail

CD PLAYERS

CREEK EVO £495

A tad bright, but a very capable 
performer that offers fine value

REGAAPOLLO £498

Sweet and transparent top end, this top
loader is very musically literate.

» Floor-coupling spikes should have 
tight lock-nuts, but don't over-tighten 
these or you'll strip the socket threads 
» Finding the right place to put the 
loudspeakers acoustically is very 
important. It's worth taking the time 
and trouble experimenting.

» Moving a speaker from a free space 
location until it's close to a wall will 
substantially boost the mid-bass
» Expect speakers to improve steadily 
over the first 100 hours or so.
» Use decent speaker cable, if you 
want your system to perform at its best

MONITOR LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE

MAKE 
MODEL

Acoustic Energy 
AE1 Classic

Amphion 
Ion L

KEF 
XQ10

PMC 
DB1Í

Spendor 
S3/5R

Tannoy 
DC6

PRICE £1,000 £750 £700 £825 £725 £800
SOUND ***** ***** ★ ★★★★ *****

PMCTICALITY
*****

★ ★★★★
***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

BUILD ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★
VAWE ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

OVERALL ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ★ ★*★★
CONCLUSION Despite a strong and 

slightly coarse treble, 
this good fun design has 
a wide dynamic range.

Sharp styling, fine mid- 
to-treble coherence and 
a sweet treble, but a less 
convincing bass.

Gorgeous lacquered 
enclosure has curved 
faces. Sound shows fine 
freedom from boxiness.

Could be more neutral 
but a fine communicator 
with good warmth and a 
sweet treble.

Lacks muscle and might 
not go loud, but has 
lovely smooth neutrality 
and fine imaging.

A lively, bass underpins 
a smooth, coherent, if 
slightly over-projected 
upper mid and presence.

KEY FEATURES

SIZE (WxHxD} 18x29.5x25.5cm 16.2x32.6x26.5cm 19x33 x24.7cm 15.5x29x23.4ccm 16.5x30.5x190cm 22.6x36.5x22.5cm

DRIVER CONFIG 2.£ay 2TZay 2way 2way 2.£ay 2-way

MAIN DRIVER S^ZE(S} lx110mm lx13Smm 1x130mm lx140mm 1xl40mm IxlSOmm

STAND/ FLOOR? Stand Stand Stand Stand Stand Stand

CABINTZ FINISH TTZred black Matt paint High-gloss wood veneer Wood veneer Wood veneer Wood veneer

Bl^WIRE? No No Yes Yes No Yes

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • C = GOOD • A = AVERAGE • P = .£OR

SENSRMm 84P 86A 87C 86A 82P 88G

EST. BASS ^NSION 40HzA 38HzA 40HzA 38HZÄ 25HzC 40HzA

IM^A^ (NOM/ MIN} 8/8 ohms 8/6 ohms 6/4 ohms 8/6 ohms 8/6 '¡r ns 7/5.5 ohms

mu FREQ. M^CE +10%A -10%A -1TZ 0.£ +30%G •1.£

RBTONSE SMOOTHNESS +30%G 0%A ■10%A -2TZP +30%G -10%A
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SERIOUS 

CYRUS 

SPECIAL 

OFFERS •I 
Call today, whilst 

stock lasts........

I....... P.J.hi-fi
i_____________The only real hi-fi shop in Guilfordj

Guildford's only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GUl 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801 and 01483 304756 

www.pjhifi.co.uk emaikinfo@pjhifi.co.uk.
II............• t's h i fl for fun 's sake........... II

http://www.pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:emaikinfo@pjhifi.co.uk


Subscribe to HhFI CHOICE
c this month and get two 
, Cambridge Audio 

’ interconnects
absolutely FREE!"Sixty quids' worth of cables forsubscribing? It's rude not to." Dan George, Editor, NFC

SUPER SAFFI
FUNK’S "J
FLAWLESS 
GEM

First: »“e ULTIMATE
GROUP TEST F,fc<-

Tel: 0870 900 7000
Website: www.cambridgeaudio.com

8 Cambridge Audio
'TURNTABLES £600-£_L300

.1 STREET KINGSk Cambridge Audio s ■K&, high-end debut
tachradan»’)

... ea minili

> Order online at...
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/p045

http://www.cambridgeaudio.com
http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/p045


interconnects FREE!

> Or visit

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE

Title .

Surname

Address

Postcode

. Email

Branch sort code

Ref No (Office use only)

VAUD FROM DATE

Signature

D Visa □ Mastercard

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

WHY SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FICHOICE?

) 13 issues delivered 
direct to your door

) Save on the shop price
) Unrivalled reviews and 

Ultimate Group Tests
) Receive your two 

Cambridge Audio

> Call 0844 848 2852 
(quote offer code p045)

^^w.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/ 
hfc/p045

> Or complete the priority 
order form (right) and 
pop it the post

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you live outside the UK, please call 

+44 1858 438794 for our latest prices

PRIORITY ORDER FORM
UK PRICING

D I'd like a year's subscription (13 issues) to HI-FI CHOICE for £44.96 - saving 11 %

D I'd like to pay £12.16 per quater by Direct Debit and receive my free Cambridge Audio cables

PERSONAL DETAILS

Forename.■■■■'.

Telephone.... ....... ......... ......... ............. ......... . ........................................ . .......................
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HI-FI CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group companies containing news, 
specials offers and product and service information, please include your email and mobile no. below

Mopile no.
Please tick here ir you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you relevant information about their 
products or services by email D or SMS O

PAYMENT DETAILS

Dl would like to pay by quaterly Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my free Cambridge Audio 
interconnects worth £60 (please complete the Direct Debit form below)
(I understand that fl2.16 will be debited from my accounl every three months)

DIRECT 
Debit

Originator's Identification 
Number

768195 Future

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits 

Tothe Minilger.!Ba.11k.11a11eI 

Address.

1OStC9cl1

Name(s)of acniu11t h!l'der(sl

Bank/ Building Society 
account number

Signatu^L 

Date

Please pay Future Publishing Direa Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction subject to the safeguards assured 
by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will 
be passed electronically to my bank or building society.

D I would like to pay by cheque - saving 11 %
(to be made payable to Future Publishing Ltd. Stelling cheques drawn on a UK account)

I would like to pay by Credit/ Debit card - saving 11 %

D American Express D Switch/ Maestro

ISSUE NUMBER (SWITCH/MAESTRO ONLY)
CARD NUMBER

[I] I CD EXPIRY DATE [I] I [I]

SECURITY CODE
(FOR ADDED SECURITY PLEASE FILL IN THE LAST THREE DIGITS FROM THE SIGNATURE STRIP ON THE REVERSE OF YOUR CARD)

Date

POST YOUR ORDER

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:
Hl-FI CHOICE subscriptions,
Freepost RLSC-SXSE-SKKT,
Unit 4, Tower House, Sovereign Park, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire, 
LE16 9EF

OFFER CODE P045

OFFER ENDS 20.08.2008
Direct Debit and free gift offer only 

available to UK subscribers

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: You will receive 13 issues pei year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months (Gifts are subject to availability We reserve 
the right to send you an alternative gift if this gift runs out Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts) This is a UK-only offer and the gift applies only 
to those paying via Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. If at any time during the frst GO days you are dissatisfied in 
any way, please notify us in writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive relevant information 
about products or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by pmtO or telephoneO Please tick here if you do NOT wish us to 
pass your details to carefully selected companies to enab!e them to contact you about theupioducts oiservices by post O or telephone O 
Details of Direct Debit guarantee available on request Offer is only available for new UK subscribers In the even! of stocks becoming exhausted, we 
reserve the right to substitute with items of a similar value

w.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/
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HIGH VOLTAGE f ROCK’N’ROLL

How Classic Rock 

made Grohl's | 

dream come true

Future

presents

-^e future 
rockfe^'

ROCK'S UNCOOLEST BAND 
TAKE ON THE WORLD. AGA/N.
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HIFICHOICE^
HIFICHOIPF

ISSUE 295ISSUE 292

ISSUE 301

GROUP TEST.

HIFICHOICE

d»W»|
■ « Illi.

ISSUE 306

HlfICHOICE

ISSUE 307 ISSUE 308

YOUR DETAILSName__________________________________________________________Address_______________________________________________________

UK READERS:Hi-Fi Choice Back Issues Unit 4 Tower House Sovreign ParkMarket Harborough, Leics LE16 9EF

Email addressCard number ... ______ ____ ________ __________________Expiry date __________________________________________________8 i g n a t u re____________________________________________________
SEND YOUR ORDER TOOVERSEAS READERS Hi-Fi Choice Back Issues, Cary Court, Somerton, Somerset, TAii 6TB UK

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER AMOUNT
HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING?Make cheques/POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd.(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)

D 
D 
D
D 
D

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?

BACK ISSUES
Back issues are available by post and from 
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk. They 
cost £5.90 (UK), £6.90 (Europe) or £7.90 
(rest of the world). All prices include p&p. 
You can also order by phone on 0844 848 
2852 or +44 1858 438794 (overseas). 
We accept Mastercard and Visa credit cards, 
and Maestro debit cards. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or PO made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. Please use this form.

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT
I f you're interested in an HFC review of an 
older component and the back issue has 
sold out, we can usually send photocopies 
of individual reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee (inc p&p) of £5 per review. 
You must know in which issue the original 
review appeared; we are unable to search 
back issues for old reviews.

Please send a written request, enclosing 
a cheque for ES made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd, to:
Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service, 
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London, NWl 6NW

PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR 
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEWS

FREE!
Cambridge Audio 
interconnects 
worth £60 if you 
subscribe this, 
month...

Imto pagee84 for details...

CHEQUE 
MASTERCARD
MAESTRO
VISA
POSTAL ORDER

UK £5.90, EU £6.90, Outside EU £7.90 (per issue}
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on sale 21/08/08

Fatman turns audiophile.
World’s first review.



SOUND & VISION

the experts in home entertainment
When you buy from Sevenoaks you are 
buying from one of the biggest, longest 
established and most trusted Hi-Fi / Home 
Cinema retailers in the UK.

We have been making home entertainment 
come alive for customers for more than 
35 years now. With a national network 
of stores and a hard-won reputation for 
outstanding customer service we are 
confident that we can do the same for you.

Ultimately, our stated aim is quite 
simple... to offer a total home 
entertainment solution, no matter what 
the customer's need.

The philosophy behind Sevenoaks Sound & Vision is simple, 
customer-focused and hasn't changed since the day the company 
started. When you shop at Sevenoaks we guarantee you:-

• Superb customer service, including after-sales care and attention to detail.
• An unrivalled product range, with every leading manufacturer in stock and 
impartial advice on offer.

• Knowledgeable staff that are highly trained, dedicated to customer 
service and have a genuine passion for home entertainment.

• Demonstration facilities in every store, offering pleasant and comfortable 
surroundings to test high-performance products in a home-like environment.

• Competitive prices across the whole range of products stocked.

• Leading edge expertise in bespoke design and Installation with Cedia 
qualified staff in many stores.

Brands Stocked Include*

Acoustic Energy Da-Lite Loewe Optoma Quadraspire Sound Org
Arcam Denon Logitech Panasonic REL Sound Style
Artcoustic Draper Marantz Pioneer Roksan SpeakerCraft
Atacama Escient Meridian Pixel Magic Rotel Spectral
Audiolab Goldring Michell PMC Samsung Spendor
B&W Grado Monitor Audio Primare Sennheiser Stewart Screens
Beyer Dynamic In Focus Musical Fidelity Project Sharp Teac
Chord Company lxos Nevo 0 Acoustics Sim2 Toshiba
Chord Electronics KEF Onkyo QED Sonos Van Den Hui
Cyrus Linn Optimum Quad Sony Yamaha

* Some brands/products are not available at all stores - please confirm before travelling.

Find out more - visit www.SSAV.com today!

http://www.SSAV.com


SEVENOa<S the experts in home entertainment

Home Cinema & Hi-Fi
From a straightforward high definition 
flatscreen TV to a 1080p projector, from 
a DVD Recorder to a complete Blu-Ray 
based solution, we can offer every 
conceivable flavour of Home Cinema.
When it comes to surround sound we 
know exactly how to help you achieve 
the effects you're after within the budget 
you've got.
Music, when conveyed through a high- 
quality audio system, has the power to

move the human soul like nothing else. 
Choosing components/systems that will 
'gel'together correctly in your home is 
no easy task but our vastly experienced 
staff do it day in, day out so let us help.

And with demonstration rooms in every 
store, you're positively encouraged to 
bring in your favourite discs or hook 
up your MP3 player to give a system a 
thorough workout before you buy.

LCD & Plasma Screens Home Cinema Separates

Hi-Fi Separates

Time to revive your records!
Pro-Ject Turntables
Pro-ject's excellent range includes the multi award-winning 
Debut. versions include Debut USB - ideal for converting 

your favourite tracks to your iPcd and Debut colour-

available in finishes 

to suit any decor.

TheRPM! Genie 
{pictured) is an 

excellent entry 

level model 
-supplied 

complete with 

cartridge.

NEW These new 
screens from 
Pioneer are 
1080pHD 
ready and 
feature KURO 
technology for 
the deepest 
blacks

Onkyo
This impressive range includes the award-winning 
TX SR875 and newTX-SR606 (pictured) and TX-SR506.

Pioneer G9 KURO Series Plasma TVs
New 50 & 60 inch models. Full 1080p HD ready.

Samsung 6 Series'Rose Black'LCD TVs
32,37,40,46 and 52" inch, full 1080p HD ready models.

5 Year Warranty 
included with all Plasma and LCD televisions 

purchased at our normal selling price' 

Choose models from Loewe, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Samsung, Sharp and Sony 

with a 26" screen or larger
'Sevenoaks Retail Price (NICWAOO)

Panasonic VIERA PZ81 freesatHD
Panasonic's new PZ81, full 1080p HD ready Plasma TVs, are 

the first to include an integrated freesat HD tuner.

For the ultimate home cinema experience, why not 
choose a full 1080p projector and screen?

The DSP-AX863SE AV amplifier features full support for 
HD audio formats ensuring maximum enjoyment of 
all high definition sources.The flagship DSP-Z11 is also 
available at selected stores.

Denon
The range includes the award-winning Denon 
DVD1940 upscaling DVD player. Coming soon - New 
AV receivers.

Blu-Ray Disc

new ■b«-

Panasonic DMP-BD30
The UK's first profile 1.1 Blu-ray disc player delivers 

a fabulous HD picture performance.

Denon DVD-2500BT BLU-RAY TRANSPORT 
For faithful transmission of Full HD video and HD audio 
signals bringing out the full quality of film.

Essential Accessories
At Sevenoaks, accessories are 
not an afterthought. Our staff 
can demonstrate the difference 

the right accessories can make 
to your listening and viewing 

experience.

Roksan Kandy
Sets a new standard for affordable hi-end amplifiers in its 

class. The matching CD player is the perfect partner.

e : »5 5oj O ° c c

Rotel 06 Series
This highly acclaimed range includes integrated, pre and 

power amps, a CO player and NNFMIDAB tuner.

Speakers

Primare
With class-leading build quality, and a unique blend of 

sophisticated Scandinavian design, Primare build elegant, 
reliable, easy-to-use systems that promise years of high 

quality performance.

B&W 600 Series
The fourth generation of 
the 600 series features new 
drive units, crossovers and 

a whole new design.

Marantz Cinemanum ES7001
Looking fora simple surround sound solution?Then this 
could be the answer. The ES7001 delivers virtual surround 
sound from a single, stylish box.

B&W MiniTheatre 
MT30
Award-winning 
5.1 speaker 
system 
available in 
silver, black 
or white.

Monitor Audio
With a choice of sizes 

and finishes, there's a 

Monitor Audio speaker 

to complement 

any system. Ranges 

include Bronze BR. 
Radius, Silver RS, Gold 

Signature and the 
new flagship Platinum, 

the culmination of 

many years research 
and development 
by Monitor Audio's 
design team.

KEF iQ Series 
Includes bookshelf 
and floorstanding 

models. All models 
feature KEF's unique 

Uni-Q technology.

KEF
KHT2005.3
New 5.1 speaker 
package available 
in high gloss black 
or matt silver.

SpendorSAl
The most musical 

and revealing small 

loudspeaker ever 

created by Spender. 

This tiny 2-way 

infinite baffle design 

presents sound in 

an uncluttered and 

cohesive manner 
that is incredibly 
captivating to 
listen to. Finished in 
gorgeous; Zebrano 
Piano Lacquer, Jet 
Black Piano Lacquer 
and Satin Wenge.

2



SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

visit wuvvu.SSAV.com today!

All-in-One Systems Nationwide 5tofes
Both 2-channel hi-fi and full multi-channel home cinema systems are available. Our comprehensive range has models to suit

úH your sound and vision needs.

Solo Mini
I ntegrated CD Radio and 

Amplifier with integrated 

iPod control via optional 

rLead/rDock.

All Sevenoaks stores stock a wide range of products, have comfortable 

demonstration rooms, provide first-class customer service and can deliver and 

install your purchase. Stores with Cedia qualified staff can also provide a bespoke 

design and installation service. They have unrivalled expertise in all areas of 

home automation and can demonstrate a wide range of installation options.

Vita Audio R4
This one box music system from Vita

NEW B&W Zeppelin

combines a DAB radio, CD and iPod dock. Delivering
80 watts per channel, the R4 produces sound quality
that you wouldn't expect from such a compact
design. The iPod 
dock is compat
ible with most 
iPod models.

WalnutorlvoryGlon 
finis hes11v11ilabe.

Multi-Room Audio

Logitech
Squeezebox Duet 
With 5queezebox™ Duet, 

you can listen to the music

you love in any room of your 
home. This smart, wireless player 

delivers your entire music collection 

to your stereo. The controller then

makes it easy to browse select and play 

from the palm of your hand.

Hear just how good 
your iPod can sound.

Arcam Solo
Separates performance from 

these award-winning systems. 

Available as Solo Music Movie 
5.1 or Movie 2.1 and new Mini.

This new iPod docking 

station ticks all the boxes: 
i t's beautiful, solid as a rock 

and sounds amazing’

Sonos
This multi-room digital 

music system lets you 

play your favourte 

tunes all over the house 

-and control them 
from the palm of your 

hand. You can even 

pay diferent songs in 

diferent rooms.

Aberdffn

01224 252797

Bedford

01234 272779

Brighton - Hove
01273733338

Bristol

0117 974 3727

Bromley 

020 8290 1988

Cambridge

01223 304770

Chelsea
020 7352

Cheltenham

01242 241171

Epsom
01372 720720

Exeter
01392 218895

Glasgow 

0141 332 9655

Guildford

01483 536666

Holbom
020 7837 7540

Kingston 

020 8547 0717

• Cedia Member Sub11tol946l<om""‘l0rt

Leeds - Wetherby 

01937 586886 •
Sheffield

0114 255 5861 •

•

Leicester

0116 253 6567

Southampton

023 8033 7770

Lincoln

01522 527397

Southgate

020 8886 2777 •

•
Loughton

020 8532 0770

Swindon
01793 610992

•

Maidstone

01622 686366 •
Swiss Cottage 
020 7722 9777

Manchester

0161 831 7969 •
Tunbridge Wells

01892 531543 •

Norwich

01603 767605

Watford

01923 213533 •

Nottingham - Sherwood 

0115 911 2121

Weybridge

01932 828525

•

Oxford

01865 241773 •
Witham - Essex
01376 501733

•

Peterborough

01733 897697

Wolverhampton

01902 312225 (Closing Soon)

Plymouth
01752 226011 •

Yeovil
01935 700078 •

•
Poole

01202 671677 •

•

•

Reading

0118 959 7768

Sevenoaks

01732 459555

•

•

OPENING SOON
Dublin
Grange R^d Retail Centre
Grange Road, Rathfamham
Dublin16

This is an excellent 
place to start if 
you're looking for 
a music system 
that delivers 
great sound and 
remarkable value 
for money.

Sevenoaks 
Custom 
Installation

Bespoke design 
and installation service
Consultation
Design and planning
Project management

Marantz CD6002 CD Player
Marantz PM6002 Amplifier
Monitor Audio Bronze BR2 Speakers

System Option
Got a collection of 
records) Why not add 
the award-winning 
Pro-Ject Debut Ill 

Turntable.

For inspirational ideas visit

CustomElectronk:
Des6gn and Installation 
Association

evenoaksci.co.uk

Sevenoaks 
has put together this 
home cinema system 
for its outstanding 
surround sound and 
vision performance.

RECOMENDED

AV 
System

Pioneer PDP-LX5090 50" Plasma TV
Pioneer BDP-LX71 A Blu-ray Disc Player
Onkyo TX-SR875 AV Receiver
KEF KHT3005SE 5.1 Speaker Package

Stock Clearance
There is up to an incredible 70% off the original RRP on 
end-of-line hi-fi and home cinema separates, speakers 
and accessories. Stock is limited and when it's gone, it's 
gone so don't miss a chance to pick up a bargain!

click clearance when you visit www.SSAV.com

Can't find what you're 
looking for?
Come and visit the new website and 
see the latest in sound and vision.
• The latest news and information 
e Comprehensive product range 
e Nationwide stores
• Outstanding website only offers
• Free monthlycompetition
• Massive savings on end-of-line 

stock clearance

visit wwweSSAVeCom today!
PLEASE NOTE Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 21/08/2008, E&OE. 3

wuvvu.SSAV.com
evenoaksci.co.uk
http://www.SSAV.com
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SUMMER SULE
MASSIVE SA VINGS A VAILABLE IN-STORE
ANO ONLINE: WWW.SUPERFl.CO.UK/SALE

I ondc C af-1 i rrl Omri A i im ich OCTCTQ /■yPFqtc ^ro I i m i+ö/d in ni i Tnd m col ISale ends Saturday 2nd August 2008. Some offers are limited in quantity and may sell out before the Sale ends. Not in conjunction with any other offer or promotion.

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS
Acoustic Energy,/ 
Arcam, Atacama, B&W,
Beyerdynamic, Creek, Denon, Epos, 
Grado, Helios, Humax, InFocus, 
KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission,

MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, 
Panasonic Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Pure, 
Q Acoustics, OED, Quad, Roksan, 
Rotel, Samsung, Sennheiser, 
Sonos, Sony, Soundstyle, Tannoy,

ThemeScene, Topfield, Wharfedale, 
Yamaha and many more top 
brands. Not all products are available 
from all outlets: please call, or check 
online at www.superfi.co.uk

^ERSAWW. ^^A^stArcam AV separates deliver superior sound and vision. Their DiVA home cinema separates combine cuttingedge technologywith over 30years of design excellence, delivering reference performance and top specifications.
*****

JUNE2l0ARICAMAVR280

WLA Í2SU.95 
SAWW.£M40

• • d

AILAAVAIIABLESEPAERTELY

DVD LAYER 
AR^DSU35

AVRECENER 
AR^A^SO

•

•

•

Plays DVD Video and Audio, SACD, CD, HOCD, MP3, WMA, JPEG, OGG and more HDMI out with high-grade upscalingto 7201 x 768p and 1080i AudiophTie Wolfson DACs
•

•

FIVESTAR SIZZLING 
SEPARATES SYSTEMThis brilliant-value system delivers vastly superior hi-fi separates performance, for the price of a micm-system'. Featuring a perfectly matched blend ofMarantz CD & Amp and the highly-rated Q Acoustics l^kshelf speakers, it'll knock your socks off every time you listen. Pop i n for a demonstration today.

(as used in reference FMJ CD36 and AV9) and power supply, for outstanding CD replay
• Black or silver
• £449.95 (Was £899.95, Save £450)

•

Dolby Digital EX, Pro Logic II and DTS ES, Neo 6 and 96/24 decoding Configure for 7.1 or 5.1 with front channels bi-amped or 5.1 and amplified 2nd zone 7x80 watts audiophileamplification
• Superiortoroidal transformer
• HDMI switching
• Black or silver
• £599.95 (Was £TILA.95, SU £ER)

CD PLAYER
1^^^ CD^
a Stereo line, coaxial and optical digital outputs
a Features Cirrus LogicCS4392, high performance D/A converter
a Black finish
a £119.95 (Was £199.95, Save £80)

WLA £4SU.ER
LASUfER

AMPLIFIER
1^^^ PI^W1a 3 line in, phono, 2 tape loops, record out selector, 2 pairs speaker outputs
• Includes system remote control
a Black finish
a £119.95 (Was £199.95, Save £80)

Q ACOUS^CS 1010
a Compact design with full-range performance
a The ideal match for budget separatesi BlacKfinisn
a £79.95 (Was £99.95, Save £20)

5.1 SIXERS

(¿ACOUSTICS 
10105.1

ket.M
FWTTTTT??! ^41 WAS: £499.95 

SAVE: £200

★★★★★
LAL^

WER GRE^RIOUS
SOUND Wst44 
(WES OFMUS/C"

★★★★★APRIL 2008

“A FINE CHOICE FOR THE 
BASIS OF A WELL-BALANCED, 
BUDGETSYSTEM”

★ ★★★★
APRIL 2008

"LAGSU ^ER
SAXES”

• Features 1010 front 'LA TOULYO^T^D/NGand rear speakers, PACMGE"lOOOC centre speaker ^T^lSA^™and 1000S subwctfer
• stech, black or cherry finish
Also available separately
1000C Centre£49.95 (Was £99.95, SUve £50)¡^och/Black!Cherry
1020 Bookshelf £79.95 (Was £129.95, saSU £50) l^œh/Black êê

CINEMA!

£129*

Q&^^c1020for an extra £20 *****
SÈ>

DECEMBER 2006

ÔO

1030 Floor-standers
£129.95 (Was £229.95, save £100) 
Beech/Black/Cherry

DVD PLAYER
DENON 
DVD1940■ HDMIoutputwith HDupscaling Mufti-format, multiregion playback Silver finish

WAS: £249.95
SAVE: £120

FIVE REASONS TO CHOOSE SUPERFI

Real Hi-FiQuality turntables, CD players, hi-fi amplifiers and speakers always in stock and available to demonstrate
Latest technologyHard disk, Blu-Ray, Freesat, MP3, DAB, PVR and multi-room products -all available to demonstrate

Official UK modelsFully-guaranteed, genuine
UK products
0% credit availableAsk in-store for details and a quotation
Free parkingSee www.superfi.eo.uk/ freeparking for details

Q Acoustic 1LAfor an extra £60 *****

AVRECEIVER 

SONY 
STOA1200ES
• 7xl00watts
• Dolby Digital EX, Pro Logic llx & DTS ES, Neo:6, 96124 decoding
• HDMI switching Auto microphone setup

•

HEADPHONES 

GRADO 
SR60

©O

WAS: £399.95
SAVE: £150

OLA back design “RE^M^MŒ 
VALSU

-z^LA
LA tSU hi-fi performance

WAS: £89.95
SAVE: £10

STORES-EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALLATION

Birmingham Lincoln67 Small brook, Queensway 27la High Street 0121 631 2675 ' 01522 520265
Coventry2 Corporation St 024 7622 3254
Derby22 Sadler Gate 01332 360303

London2-4Camden High St 020 73881300
Manchester54 Bridge Street0161 8351156

Nottingham15 Market Street0115 941 2137
Stockport68-70 Lower Hillgate 0161429 9080
BUY ONLINE NOW^^.SUKRFUCO.W

http://WWW.SUPERFl.CO.UK/SALE
http://www.superfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.eo.uk/


HFFI
INTRO BUYER’S BIBLE

HI-FICHOICE
BUYER’S B
©Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 

Bible - the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hi-fi and multichannel 

gear you can buy. Here, you’ll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for and how to get the most from your components.

Reviews you can trust
Ourtest results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewersand use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained within these pages, from CD 
and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. 
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround 
and vision, these components will take you a step 
closer to reality.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to 
make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick 
the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then 
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist 
outlets where you can audition these components 
with your favourite discs.

Products that score more than four stars overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS

DEALER CLASSIFIED
DEALER GUIDE
DEALER DIRECTORY
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BUYER S BIBLE CD PLAYERS

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence 
Í of new formats and the 

4—-- resurgence of an old one
(vinyl). CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

It's also the most enduring 
format on the market. Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a 
stream of ls and Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

Q&A

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

SUPER AUDIO CD
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-0nly format introduced 
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has 

■ the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 
V^ I channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are 

™"""“0c/ usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 
able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 
even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section.

WHAT'S A DAC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 
44.l kHz to 192 kHz.

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.
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CD PLAYERS

!IQ3

CD PLAYERS BUYER’S BIBLE

Audio-only CO and SACO players

UPT0£1.000

■ ■ COMMENTSBADGE? PRODUCT

0 Arcam DiVA CD73 450 Neatly built and well presented player that's especially good at bass and timing, with detail hardly less assured •
1 •

• • 301
0 Audio Analogue Rossini 850 Valve-sporting player delivers a warm, engaging sound, but mediocre remote and no optical out may limit appeal [•”

• 299
□ Cairn Tornado 850 The Tornado is a full-on experience that shuns compromise and delivers intensely real sound for its price • • I 4) 305
□ Cambridge Audio Azur 740C 500 Very flexible, this innovative upsampling player sounds exceptionally neutral and highly informative 1 • • • • 293
□ Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Ultra-civilised sound is not to every taste: rhythm-lovers may find this player frustrating • • • ; • 306
□ Creek Evo 495 A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value • • • 285
0 Denon DCD-500AE 160 Cheap, well built and good. if slightly soft-edged sound quality • • • 295
0 Denon DCD-700AE 250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay • • • • : 284
0 Marantz CD6002 280 A hint of treble unevenness 1s the only specific flaw: performance is class-leading in most areas • • • • • ' 301
X Naim CD5/ 850 Its strikingly competent musical performance comfortably exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player i • 307
D Quad 99CD-S 650 Revels in big music thanks to fearless presentation: smaller-scale works can lack focus ■ • ;! • • 291
D Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically It's a highly praiseworthy performer • • 285
D Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SAGO performance • i • • , • • • 276
0 Yamaha CD-S2000 999 Sophisticated, this is a beautifully controlled. high resolution player. although SAGO is stereo-only • • i • 1 • • • * 309
^£1.0M

□ Bryston BCD-1 2,050 Not as open as some but rather more timely than most, it sounds a lot more gripping than it looks : • • • 300
□ Cairn Fog 3 1,995 Ergonomically challenged, high energy player with Gallic charm and digital preamp on board • • • 302
0 Chord Red Reference CD 13,345 The definitive statement in Red Book CD playing, this player's look and sound places it at the top of the tree • _ • _ • 1 • 299
□ Classe COP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CO/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced ■ • • • • • 286
0 Classe COP-202 4,750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, if sophistication is your bag. Includes S-video and composite outputs • • • • 284
□ Copland CDA823 1,750 Don't let the laid-back character fool you - this player has plenty of insight too • • • 280
□ Cyrus C08x/PSX-R 1,400 Lightness of touch is the key here, but there is also good bass and some very fine detail on offer too • ■ • 295
0 EMM Labs COSA 6,995 Classy, stripped down to basics SACD/CD player with some excellent engineering below decks S • • ♦ • 302
0 Esoteric X-03SE 4,995 Resolution and musicality close to the top of the garne. For out and out transparency and build quality it's hard to beat • • • ♦ • 285
0 Gamut CD3 3,500 Superb resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you into the music • 1 • ! • : 289
□ Leema Antila 2,495 Musically engaging player that will have you going through your CDs afresh. Balanced connection is best • ' • • ' •1 291
0 Leema Stream 1,095 The most timely disc player at its price point has tactile imaging and good dynamics, but unusual control system • • 306
0 Linn Majik 1,950 Compact and capable of most CD formats, it's musically communicative with fine pace and enthusiasm • • ! •• 283
0 MarantzSA-7S1 5,000 Something of a bargain even at this price, the SA-7S1 sets the benchmark for CD/SACD players of its ilk • 1 • • 297
tz Marantz SA-11 S2 2,500 Superb value for money, this well-balanced player features various filter settings to customise performance • ■ • • • •. 304
□ Meridian G06 1,695 Highly refined player with a combination of analysis and self-effacing response to musical demands • • •

•J 295
□ Rega Saturn 1,298 Good detail, lively natural bass, and good integration of musical strands without losing their individual character • • • 295
D Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,250 An exceptionally fine CO player that provides a high-end and musically rewarding performance • • 307
D Shanling CD-T1OOOSE 1,600 Commendably committed player which gets right to the heart of a wide variety of musical styles • ! • • • 306
0 Unison Research Unico CD 1,495 Strong timing and rhythm, this player is well equipped for more melodic music, with good detail resolution • 1 » • • « 295
MJtW 11 SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. 
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosi ink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-AW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-As.
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLA output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

HIFI
magazine

Esoteric X-03SE f4,995
Esoteric's entry-level CD/SACD player delivers astonishing sonic detail and precision,
coupled with a gorgeous sense of musical structure. Truly, it's brilliant.
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DVD PLAYERS

Disc players for audio and video

Although players featuring both 
DVD-Audio and DVD-Video are 
thin on the ground, the universal

disc player (that also supports SACD and 
CD alongside the DVD formats) continues 
to dominate the worlds of audio and video 
aIike. In fact, it's rare to find a DVD player 
that doesn't support DVD-Audio and SACD 
these days.

So, what advantages do universal disc 
players hold over traditional CD players'

DVD-AUDIO, HO DVD AND BLU-RAY
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution music format 
that offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby

Digital tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. 
pMk The discs can be played on any DVD 

player, but can only be appreciated at 
their best with a DVD-A or universal disc 

player. In fairness, the DVD-Audio format 
has not proved to be a resounding success, and 
SACD discs are more readily available.

Put simply... choice. A DVD player or 
universal offer the listener the chance to 
use far more than just your CDs and build 
up a wider collection of music and video, all 
played through one device. The technology 
has matured now, and the performance of 
all formats played through these devices 

Q&A

gets surprisingly close to dedicated players 
these days. The same cannot be said of Blu 
ray or HO DVD players, many of which are 
not yet good enough to play CD well.

I -

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs 
for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 
and the coaxial digital output 
for DTS and Dolby Digital 
movie soundtracks.

The two new kids on the block are HD DVD 
and Blu-ray. Both the same physical size as the 
CD and DVD disc, these formats offer even 
more data storage capacity than DVD (up to 
SOGB instead of DVD's 8.SGB). However, these 
formats are the exclusive domain of home 
cinema and gaming fans. Sadly, the possibility 
of super-high-resolution music-only Blu-ray or 
HD DVD discs remains distant at best

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is HDMI, 
then component video, 
followed by RGB Scart. All these 
are clearly superior to S-video 
and the basic composite 
video option.

00 I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music 
and movie soundtracks in 
multichannel surround. DVD 
players can be used with stereo 
amps and just two speakers to 
great effect, but you'll only get 
stereo, not surround sound.

WHATIS1080P?
HDTV is defined by the number 
of lines the picture creates and 
whether it's interlaced (like old 
TV) or progressive scan (like a 
PC monitor).

ONN IS

HDMI LINK: A flat, multi-pin socket 
that carries digital audio and video, 
like a digital SCART lead. Arguably 
the best choice for HDTV pictures.

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow socket is 
composite; red, green and blue sockets are 
for component; the small black multipin 
socket is S-Video; the big one is SCART.

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:

For Dolby Digital, 
DTS and PCM 
audio bitstreams.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For
stereo and multichannel connections,
use these for best results with
DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.
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Accustic Arts Surr Player 1 4,495 A very high-quality Pioneer-based machine, excellent sound from both hi-res and regular formats 299

Arcam DiVA DV137 285

Denon DVD-3930 287

Linn Akurate CD 299

280Marantz DV9600

Meridian G98AH 265

Nairn DVDS 263

279

270

ONE CATALOGUE
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So how do you get your hands on this catalogue ?
Simply give us a call on 0870 241 2469, it's yours FREE

Visit www.hififorsale.com to advertise online totally FREE of charge. After a few 
simple steps your advert will be posted online. Users can also change and update their 
listing in real time. Each month www.hififorsale.com has over 50,000 visitors, and to 
date over 100,000 adverts have been placed online ! •

Marantz DV7600 £600 \Az
A universal player that's strong with all formats, including music on CD/SACD/DVD-A.

NAD T585 £800 Az
This universal player borrows from NAD's Masters Senes to make a cracking all-rounder.

n
§

EjESESjI DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACO COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes.
ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output lor digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output lor digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack titled to the DVD player.

Arcam DiVA DV135 £900
Stereo-only SACD and DVD-A, but excellent performance with audio and video.

Hl Fl HOICE
X. magazine ¿

Meridian G98AH £3,625
A digital tour deforce- as exceptional with both audio and video as you'd expect.

HI-FICHOICE 
X. magazine Az

HI Fl HOICE
X magazine Az

What's more you'll join our database and get our free quarterly newsletters featuring 
product reviews, offers, group tests, etc... absolutely free. It is the best way to keep up- 
to-date with the latest and greatest audiophile accessories and latest industry news.

Our favourite 0 BEST BUY 0 EDITOR'S CHOICE

DVD PLAYERS
AudioNideo disc players
BADGE? PRODUCT

T+A SACD 1245 R 

0Townshend TA 565 CD

1,250 Good overall audio perfomnance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SACD playback at time of writing 

1,100 Well engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powerful video image processing 

3,985 This highly engaging multiformat non-video player doesn't have huge transparency or a fancy box, but is musically addictive 

1,500 With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SACD, this sets a very high standard to beat 

3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too

2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio 

2,000 Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CD player avoids the usual compromises . It does a limited job, but it does it with fine fidelity 

3,000 A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good ol' stereo CD

S BUYER’S BIBLE
SPECIFICATIONS

UPT0£1,000

^M£1,0M

BEST BUYBEST BUY

BEST BUY

/WFRICMM

COMMENTS

Arcam DVADV135 • 900 Unchanged looks and stereo-only DVD-A/SACD, but the overall performance is great across all formats. Stunning picture, too •: • • J 296

Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable (f unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • 276

Marantz DV7001 600 Enhanced model based on DV6001, but with various improvements, including superior CD replay capabilities » • A®»• • . 296

Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation • • • ' • ■ 274

NADT585 800 Easy to live with universal player that shows clear signs of rejuvenation of the Classic range
• ■

•
' • !

294

Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which periorms well with audio and video • • • 275

Pioneer DV-tl50 450 Nicely built universal player for those who value finesse over speed and energy.Decent picture too • • • 306

Yamaha DVD-52500 700 Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs • • • 280

http://www.hififorsale.com
http://www.hififorsale.com


ri c her sounds
THE UK's HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & FLAT PANEL 1V SPECIALISTS!

HIGHLY ACCLAIMED NAD & TANNOY SUPER SYSTEM SAVE £500 ON ‘BEST BUY’ CAMBRIDGE/KEF SYSTEM
c >' ‘

JUSTADD 

iP0D 
FEATURES 

LINE-IN
SO YOU CAN 

MAKE YOUR iPOO 
SOUND AMAZING

CD PLAYER NAO C515BEE
"A big. bold and entertaining sound; good 
level of clarity." - WHF? S&V magazine

AMPLIFIER NAO C325BEE
"Much to admire ... effortless."
- WHF? S&V magazine

SYSTEM USUALLY £529.85

I £399.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £39.95

tpHRPA^ .

k COP^«8-

I SAVE.

. ...... — • ^^M — ^ «—

INSTALLATION TEAM/SERVICE

Getting a fantastic value home cinema 
system installed in your home or 
business is as easy as 1,2, 3.

1. Book a consultation and choose your 
equipment with the help our specialist 
consultation team.

2. If your installation and equipment 
totals £3,000 or more, [including the 
price of the TV] we'll reduce the price 
of our popular Pioneer PDP508XD 50* ’

Kura Plasma from £1499.95 to 
just £999.95.

3. Enjoy your new system, 
and huge saving!
Get in touch to arrange an 
on-site assessment
INSTALLATION TEAM HOTLINE 
0800 840 0014
e: installations@richersounds.com

VIP=

JUST ADD

musical involvement"
- Hi-Fi Choice magazine

SYSTEM USUALLY £1499.85

HIFI
magazine

SAVE
£500FEATURES 

LINE-IN
SO YOU CAN 

MAKE YOUR iPOO 
SOUND AMAZING

Any song. Any Room
Play all your digital music.
All over your house. All from the 
palm of your hand. Wirelessly.

With a wireless Sonos' Controller in 
hand, you can find and play millions 
of songs from select online music and 
radio services, your personal digital 
music collection. or all of the above.
Ring your local store to arrange 
a demo.

CD PLAYER 
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
AZUR 740C
"Very flexible. this innovative 
upsampling player sounds 
exceptionally neutral and 
highly informative."
- Hi-Fi Choice magazine

AMPLIFIER
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
AZUR 740A
"Excellent treble, very good

i maging and a real sense of

WHAT HIFI? 
SOUND AND VISION

£999.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £99.95

SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE, 
HI-FI QUALITY, 

MULTI-ROOM
ENTERTAINMENT

!^i - L-
"Less money & hassle 

than you'd think"

INSTALLED BY ANY COMPETENT 
ELECTRICIAN. DIY ENTHUSIAST 

OR BY OUR PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLATIONS TEAM

www.richersounds.com/incognito

8 Cambridge Audio

incognito

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR VIP CLUB FOR FREE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OUR EXCLUSIVE MEGA-BARGAINS. VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR DETAILS.

Some of these offers are exclusive to Hi-Fi Choice Magazine readers. Please quote this ad when calling. While stocks last. Available from 20th JULY • 24th AUGUST 2008. All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE.
All featured products 1 per customer. Some otters rnay be for in-store callers only. Al! stock is brand new m sealed containers and fully guaranteed for one year unless clearly stated otherwise. 1 OOOs MORE BARGAINS IN-STORE!

TSP = Typical Selling Price [TSPs are based on information supplied by WHF? S&V magazine. manufacturers. Hi-Fi Choice, Home Cinema Choice. T3. What Video. What DVD. Digital Home, Total DVD and DVD Buyer. Further information available on request]

mailto:installations@richersounds.com
http://www.richersounds.com/incognito


PRO-JECT TURNTABLE
MODEL: RPM1 GENIE

DENON MINI HI-FI SYSTEMEVERY DAY IS A SALEDAY IN OUR STORES!
WITH MASSIVE SAVINGS OFF VIRTUALLY 
EVERY LEADING BRAND DAY IN DAY OUT 
IT'S LIKE WE'RE HAVING A SALE ALL YEAR 
ROUND, AND IF THE KEENEST PRICES 
AROUND AREN'T ENOUGH TO TEMPT 
YOU, HERE ARE THE OTHER TOP FIVE 
REASONS TO SHOP WITH US...

"This is another budget 
champ from Pro-ject: 
the Genie is as fine a

1 deck as you'll get for 
this money."
•WHF? S&V magazine.

¿¿xkJ *****
ALSO PRO-JECT DEBUT 3 FOR ONLY £159.95

MODEL: DM35
I f you need a 
small system. 
but don't want to 
compromise on the 
quality, the Denon's 
DM35 DAB is your 
ideal choice of mini 
stereo system.
TSP £299.95 
Excluding Speakers

1. We have friendly knowledgable sales people, trained 
to help you find the perfect set-up or component for 
your needs.

2. We are happy to talk to people with all levels of 
expertise about getting the best sound or picture 
quality for less cash.

3. We believe in a low-pressure sales environment 
- we're happy to let people shop around or walk away 
and think. In fact, we encourage it.

4. We've been going for 30 years! If you experience any 
problems after purchasing, we're here to help - we're 
no 'here today, gone tomorrow' company. We're not 
happy until YOU'RE happy with your purchase.

5. Providing your choice of equipment is in stock, you 
can take it home, no frustrating waiting period whilst 
you wait for your goodies to be dispatched.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!

1"/F\J 1 5 j rJ LOWEST 
PRICE 

guaranteed £129.95
5Yr Guarantee Onl y £12.95

SONY BLU-RAY PLAYER
MODEL: BDP-$300

FEATURES 
LINE-IN

WHVS&^
"""

SOUHO^^G

HALF 
PRICE £149.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £14.95

“STUNNING ABILITY AND FUTURE-PROOF” 
WHF? S&V Magazine

MS SPEAKERS
MEZZO RANGE

I n 2004, Mordaunt-Short 
produced the award-winning 
Performance model which 
re-wrote the rule book

Other models available are 
the Mezzo 1.5. &9.___

MEZZO 6 
FLOORSTANDERS

FOR ONLY £699.95

Many of Performance's most 
significant features have now 
trickled down to the company's 
new range - Mezzo. All this means 
that true hi-fi bliss is available to a 
wider audience, most notably you 
and all at a phenomenally 
affordable price.
"THIS PERKY UTILE TWO PIECE 
CAN BASH OUT A SPARKLING 
SOUND STAGE AND ITS CURVED 
DESIGN STOPS THE BUILD UP OF 
STANDING WAVES FOR CLEANER 
AND MORE REALISTIC AUDIO.”
- The Gadget Show on Five 

of the Mezzo 2

MEZZO 2
BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS

FOR ONLY £399.95

Please ask in-store 
for price details PRICESFROM QQQ pair 

£033.95

e KEF FLOORSTANDERS
MODEL: ÌQ5

"The KEFs are among the 
tidiest floorstanding designs 
we've seen ... The standard 
of build and finish is well up 
to KEF levels and the Urn-0 
tweeter arrangement makes 
for intriguing looks... these 
perform in spades."’ 
-WHF? S&V magazine.
TSP£399.95

"FEW RECEIVERS AT LESS THAN £2000 HAVE THE ‘905’s 
CAST-IRON GRIP... EVEN FEWER CAN SUMMON SUCH 
TROUSER-FLAPPING LOW-END"

SAVE

£150 £249"
5Yr Guarantee Onl y £24.95 WHF? S&V Magazine

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AMPLIFIER
MODEL: 840A

"A very fine amplifier that's practical, smart, innovative and fully 
featured; it also sounds better than almost everything else at the 
price” (when reviewed at £750) - Hi Fi Choice magazine.
WERE£749.95

LAST FEW SAVE
e250 £499.95

5Yr Guarantee Onl , £49.95

TSP £1399.95

SAVE

£500 899 95
5Yr Guarantee Only £89.95

NEW
ONKYO RANGE 
NOW IN STOCK

TXSR506 
AV RECEIVER 
FOR ONLY £249.95
TXSR606 
AV RECEIVER 
FOR ONLY £399.95

II.Lu,til »a

>*****»

All Onkyo AV receivers available in black and silver

www.richersouNDS.coM
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR NATIONWIDE

STORE DETAILS ON: 0845 900 1230

£10 OFF
WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £20
BRING THIS VOUCHER IN-STORE 
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

/CT\ Record players or 
( turntables offer the
'.-A digital revolution serious 

competition when it comes to 
sound quality. Even a modest 
model can turn musical tricks that 
most CD players struggle with. 
Some call it vinyl warmth, but in 
reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable 
than a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is

avid

increasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 
but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.

The Funk Firm
Funk V £760
The more costly of two turntables from The 
Funk Firm, the Funk V builds on its 
sibling's virtues to deliver a sound of sheer 
class -dynamic, detailed and refined.

Avid
Volvere £2,7 50
Avid has been one of the most impressive 
exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.

Clearaudio
Champion f 1,47 5
Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio 
deck, arm and cartridge combination 
turns in a beautifully well-balanced 
delivery, but choose your support wisely.

Pro-Ject
RPM 5 £400
Pro-Ject's entry-level RPM deck is a
good-looking, great-sounding package
that delivers terrific value for money. A
class act and no mistake.
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LA Avid Volvere 2,750 A combination of a heavy platter with a sprung suspension that makes the vinyl it spins sound powertul and solid 33/45 298

□ Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 33/45 • 268

D Clearaudio Emotion 920 Beautifully built with open and clean sound emphasising mid and top, but delivering nice timely bass 33/45 • • 309

D Clearaudio Performance 1,670 Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncolored pertormance. Good arm and cartridge 33/45 • tn 295

LA Clearaudio Ambient 4,220 Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 • e 271

LA EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33/45178 opt 276

B The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won't find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail 33/45 opt 279E The Funk Firm Funk V 750 Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it's a killer 33/45 e opt opt 284

LA The Funk Firm Saffire 1,900 I ndividual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics , 33/45 • opt opt 309

0 Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arrn and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 • 266

□ Michell Tecnodec 886 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money 33/45 e 309

D Pro-Ject Expression II 250 A smooth and engaging turntable with the ability to revel in the glory of vinyl, with upgradable arrn cable 33/45 • 289

B Pro-Ject RPM 5 450 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 • • 279

B Pro-Ject RPM 6.1 600 With its minimal chassis and huge platter this is a steady design that's capable of fine results with a decent cartridge 33/45178 294

8 Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,200 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent1 Price includes carbon fibre arm 33/45 268

D Pro-Ject X-Pack 800 Combines some very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) into a killer package with top sound and value 33/45 309D Rega P3-24 398 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, much improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 opt 298

E Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 opt 257

E Rega P7/RB700 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural periormer 33/45 opt 257

D Roksan Radius 5/Nima 895 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 248

LA SME Model 1OA 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arrn 33/45 e 195

LA SME 20/12A 11,133 Brings a calmness and precision to vinyl replay that we have rarely encountered, build quality is second to none 33/45/78 a e 293

LA Townshend Rock V 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job (includes Excalibur II) 33/45 307

PHONO CARTRIDGES 5
£ ï

_ ss s
MM and MC cartridges œ s s
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

D Denon DL-103R 200 Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around 285

D DynavectorDV-1OX5 250 A high- output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that's difficult to mount, but well worth the effort • 307

B Grado Prestige Gold 110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss • : 235

E Ortofon Rondo Red 300 Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price • 307

LA Ortofon Salsa 200 Despite a touch of midrange coloration, this cartridge really involves the listener with good extension and a clean, agile sound • 290

D Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo Ill 239 High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound • 270

B van den Hui MC One Special 699 A gorgecus cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light j ® ; 235

DtX: van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for • 265

LA Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of pertormance for the money • 253

Our favourite e best buy® editors choice

PHONO STAGES
SPECIFICATIONS

ë

Phono stages 6
ï

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS CO co z m tn

B Cambridge Audio 640P 60 An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades before and after in the chain 305

D Creek OBH15 220 Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and pleasing, mellow balance • • 305

D NAO PP2 phono stage 50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money e e 245

D Tom Evans Microgroove 400 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better1 • 234

LA Tom Evans The Groove 1,800 Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP ' • ■ 201

B Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 234

jji 1 is IM: IIJJ it SPEEDS Speeds ottered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 

from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm-some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown .

MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type.
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli lor ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality .
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NEW
CHORDETTE GEM WOW

A UK FIRST!

GREAT SOUND FROM YOUR MOBILE PHONE!
ADD TO ANY HI-FI SYSTEM - WIRELESSLY

Imagine, not only can you use your 
mobile phone for music on the 
move but when you get home it can 
transform into a CD quality music 
player and connect wirelessly to your 
hi-fi or home cinema system.

The Chordette Gem is designed to 
integrate with any existing system and 
allow the wireless transfer of music 
from a Bluetooth enabled phone, PDA 
or personal computer. A USB port is 
also available for direct streaming of 
audio from a PC.

The future of music is here - now!

©CHORD©

ONLY £399 ON DEMONSTRATION AT YOUR LOCAL SEVENOAKS STORE

SEVENOAKS SUGGESTED HI-FI SYSTEMS

CYRUS
CD6S CD Player & 8VS2 Amplifier

SPENDOR
S5e Speakers

ARCAM DIVA
CD73 CD Player & A70 Amplifier

KEF
¡Q5SE Speakers

MARANTZ
CD6002 CD & PM6002 Amplifier

MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE BR2 Speaker

ROKSAN KANDY 
III CD &L.III Amplifier 

MONITOR AUDIO 
SILVER RS1 Speakers

SAVE £££s £1999 SAVE £££s £1449 SAVE.., ,949 save £££s £619
Ask about our range of FM/DAB tuners, turntables, stands and cables to complement these systems

Stores nationwide - visit www.SSAV.com today!
Aberdeen • Bedford • Brighton (Hove) • Bristol • Bromley • Cambridge • Chelsea • Cheltenham • Epsom • Exeter • Glasgow • Guildford • Holborn • Kingston 
Leeds (Wetherby) • Leicester • Lincoln • Loughton • Maidstone • Manchester • Norwich • Nottingham • Oxford • Peterborough • Plymouth • Poole • Reading 
Sevenoaks • Sheffield • Southampton • Southgate • Swindon • Swiss Cottage • Tunbridge Wells • Watford • Weybridge • Witham • Wolverhampton • Yeovil

Some brands/products are not available in all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). Advert vaild until 21 /08/2008, E&OE.

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

the experts in home entertainment

http://www.SSAV.com


RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical
( J resource that's in danger of being 
V---- To taken for granted, but whatever 
your tastes there's someone out there 
catering for it. If you haven't got a decent 
tuner hooked up to your hi-fi already, you're 
missing outl

DAB or FM?

Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over to 
digital entirely, but hardware prices have yet 
to come down to a point where this would 
be acceptable. Its advantages over FM 
include hiss-free reception, the potential for 
a wider range of stations and the ability to 
display comprehensive programming 
information. FM's RDS system means that 
station name and occasionally track titles 
are displayed, but the range of information 
is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower

cost of hardware and the greater reception 
area. It can also provide higher sound quality 
if reception conditions are favourable. 
Absolute sound quality j udgements are 
muddied by the fact that you are listening to 
different forms of compression and 
processing at the studio for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if it's 
variety of programming you're after, they 
have a lot to offer.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 

listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.eo.uk/ digitalradio for details.

Denon TU-1 SOODAB £2 50
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design ata tempting price.

Creek TSO £550
A thoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner 
with a substantial and detailed sound.

HHICHOICE 
\ magazine To

x* ••
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T+A Tl210R £l,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch -great detail and imaging.

FM tuner with valves - 'affordable' for an 
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

TUNERS
SPECIFICATIONS

FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES
g

5

o

BADGE? PRODUCT
FMTUNERSHHH

Creek T50

COMMENTS
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Creek Evolution

D Cyrus FM-X

DenonTU-1500AE

D Denon TU-1800DAB

Magnum Dynalab MD 90T

D Marantz ST7001

D NAO C422

Pure DRX-702ES

Rega Radio 3

Ratel RT-02

550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM,M,L 128 • •

495 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy FM,M 80 •

500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply FM 7 1 •

130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto FM,M,L 100

250 There's a little grain on FM, but the decent performance on both bands makes this a great dual-band choice DAB,FM,M 200

1,195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt

300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper' 200

180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, wth lust a slight lack of clarity FM,M 30

210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little DAB.FM.M 99 • •

398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer FM,M 20 •

279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free FM,M 30
w •

1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, wth useful features too FM 100 • •

251

308

283

281

283

257

283

250

283

283

242

a
D

D

T+AT1210R
[DSTUNER^^

283

Arcam DiVA DT91 450 Some grain at low levels, but sound is lively, large in scale and tonally very natural. Very smarti DAB.FM 16 ® • • 299

Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 » • 248

Denon TU-1800DAB 200 Very good detail and a highly believable impression of real musicians playing. Imaging can be a little constricted DAB.FM.M 200 • • 299

Marantz ST7001 250 Midband detailed and precise: treble can be thick but bass is extended, and sound generally energetic DAB,FM,M 200 » • 299

NAO C445 300 FM is laid-back despite bright balance, but has good detail. DAB slightly livelier than most DAB.FM 30 • • 299

Onkyo T-4555DAB 350 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard in all areas on DAB.FM 40 299D

ESQCSa WAVEBANDS Which bands are supponed: FM. M - medium wave, L - long wave. DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial.
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS

Integrated and pre/power amps

'■j Amplifiers come in two basic 
[ (/>) forms: integrated and

—-x preamplifier (pre) plus power amp
combinations. Integrated simply means that 
both pre and power sections are in one box. 
There are definite advantages to separating 
the low level, delicate signals in the preamp 
from the radiations of a power amp, so the 
more ambitious designs come in two or 
more cases. In some cases, each channel has 
its own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but va Ives - aka tubes - I ive on 
owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies cant replicate. If you want to play 
your music loud, use trannies; if you 
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 
of speakers which present a difficult load. As 
a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to present 
the attack and decay of each note precisely; 
amps with strong timing have a snap and 
coherence that is very appealing.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or 
three-dimensional an instrument or voice 
sounds. The point of having two rather than 
one speaker is to make it possible to 
recreate the soundstage of the original 
recording, thus amps that have strong 
imaging skills can create a sonic space that 
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 
speakers do a remarkably good job of 
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as 
they don't have the (electrical) noise
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 
stereo models of a similar quality.

Q&A
SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS?
All audio electronics perform 
better when they are warmed 
up, and this is particularly the 
case when it comes to 
amplifiers. If there's no way 
that you can leave it on all the 
time, make an effort to switch 
it on at least 20 minutes 
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Bi-wiring is when you run 
separate cables to the treble 
and bass/mid terminals on the 
speaker. In most instances, this 
improves sound quality so long 
as identical cables are used. 
Bi-amping is using two stereo 
amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to 
drive the treble and the other 
for the bass/mid sections of 
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered in absolute terms -at 
least when you compare them 
to their transistor-based 
cousins. But when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

Marantz
PM7001 £350

Cyrus
6vs2 £600
The latest 'singing shoebox' from Cyrus is 
an absolute peach! Strong rhythmicflow, 
tunefully extended bass and excellent 
stereo imaging are among the highlights.

130 fl,500
Are you looking for an amp that combines 
weight and musical gravitas with rhythm, 
detail and subtlety, with gorgeous build 
quality to boot? In that case... here it is!

Copland
CTA405 £2,498
This amp's massively enjoyable musicality 
is hard to beat: all the effusiveness of a 
great valve amp and none of the 
stereotypical softness. Brilliant!

If you thought the PM7200 was a great
budget amp, just wait until you hear this!
Its sound is so detailed and involving,
you'll think it costs twice the price.
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\ UP 10£1.000

D Arcam DiVAA70 500 A smart and practical amp offering good snap and pace, with natural dynamics and good detail 6 MM • • 60 289

□ Adv. Acoustic MAP305DA II 600 A lot of amplifier for the money and capable of revealing and exciting sound in the right company. Includes 4 digital inputs 5 e To 100 300

D Arcam DiVAA90 850 Practical, affordable and impressively flexible amp with a laid-back approach but plenty of insight too 7 opt 9 Toi 100 303

D Cambridge Audio 640A v2 300 Slightly cheap-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 9 1 9 75 279

D Cambridge Audio Azur 740A 500 Ticks all the boxes for bass, clarity, imaging etc. and invites the listener into the music with uncommon grace 6 • 9 ' 100 294

D Cambridge Audio 840A v2 750 The biggest differences between this and most amps at twice its price are in looks and show-off factor. Powerful and detailed 8 9 120 299

D Creek Eva 500 Not the most accurate, strictly, but it's lively, energetic musical presentation is entirely lovable 5 opt 9 85 283

D Cyrus 6vs2 600 Spunky little amp that reproduces instrumental timbres and acoustic spaces well, with real musical involvement 7 y 40 293

□ Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM • 50 284

0 Marantz PM7001Kl 550 A self-effacing amplifier which selves the music admirably with fine bass, sweet treble and unforced detail 5 mm 1 e 70 289

D Musical FdelltyX-T100 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X power supply, this deceptively powerful valve-sporting amplifier is both enticing and musical 3 A n 70 288

D Nairn Nail 5i 725 More versatile than previous Nait's, the 5i is a great all-round amplifier that offers vivid insights into all manner of music 4 • 50 305

D Onkyo A-933 500 Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 • • 80 278

D Pioneer A-A9 600 Takes on the mantle of the legendary A400. Not as cuddly, but very resolute and revealing for the money. Has USB input 4 9 • 80 296

D Unison Research Unico P 795 Sound belies indifferent measured performance with good detail, balance and flowing melodic quality 5 MM • 50 293

D Vincent SV-236 999 Valve hybrid whose sound is as idiosyncratic as its styling, short on neutrality but high on sparkle 6 e 100 295

ToW£1,000

To AMRAM-77 4,400 A thrilling amplifier that brings you the dynamics of valves with the power of transistors in a substantial but well featured design 6 • 180 299

D Ayon Spirit 1,745 Pentode or triode operation is available at the flick of a switch with this muscular integrated 4 50 303

To Bouder 865 7,750 Extremely transparent to detail but less revealing of energy, high power, superb build but only balanced inputs 4 i • 150 303

0 Copland CTA405 2,498 A musical and involving amplifier, which also has incredible insight and is user-friendly by valve amp standards 5 MM 50 305

D Creek Destiny 1, 100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 To’ 100 286

D Densen Beat B110 1,200 Great bass provides firm underpinning for involving and enjoyable listening - real 'smile factor' 6 opt 60 292

D Leema Pulse 1, 195 An organic and revealing sound alongside good power reserves and superb features, including a great MM/MC phono stage 5 • 80 306

To Moon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 150 288

To Musical Fidelity A1008 2,999 With DAC, phono stage and built-in valve buffer, this powerhouse amp can really grab hold of a loudspeaker 4 • 250 295

D Mystère ia11 1,250 Small, deceptively powerful integrated valve amp with a crisp, pacy sound 4 40 302

0 NAO M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 : • 180 285

To Nairn SuperNait 2,350 Serious communicative ability meets convenience in this sophisticated and powerful integrated design 6 • 80 294

D Pathos Classic One MK3 1,535 An attractive amp offering a beautiful! musical presentation with good tonality and detail 5 : • 70 305

D Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 100 267

D Pure Sound A30 1,100 Valve integrated, with the accent on music rather than rhythm. Needs more inputs, though 3 30 298

D Sugden A21aL Series 2 1,299 Lovely solid-state Class A amplifier, sweet as a nut and more powerful than its predecessor 5 opt 21 296

D Unison Res. Unico Secondo 1,200 Very good detail and coherence. Tonality is natural, imaging precise and deep, and dynamics are wide and unforced 6 opt 110 297

To Unison Research P70 3,495 Delightful valve amplifier with fine neutrality, sweet midband, impressive bandwidth and ample power 4 To 70 302

□ Yamaha A-82000 1,499 One of the few amplifiers to offer the benefit of true balanced operation at this price print 5 opt e 160 309

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT -, COMMENTS

UPT0£2,M0

D AdvanceAcoustic MPP2K^^406 900 This pair has good build and finish and a balance of qualities that's hard to beat for the price • • 4 opt 150 309

D Cambridge Audio Azur 840E/840W 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed, composed and controlled • • 8 opt 200 309

D Croft Precession l/Polestarl 1,400 Compact pre/power combo with battery preamp and hybrid power, with freedom from timesmear, bass could be firmer J • • 6 25 290

D Cyrus Pre Vs2/6 Power 1,000 Pre offers stunning resolution and feature count for the money and power is subtle, open and musical • • I • • 50 290

E3 Nairn NAG 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design • • • 6 opt I * 50 287

Ratel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value • • 5 • • ' 70 285

To Russ Andrews HP-1/PA-1 1,198 Simply featured, but sounds appealingly realistic and solid.Highly capable in all areas design • 2 50 303

Totz£2.000

D Arcam C31/P38 2,050 Very civilised sound, in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built 7 opt 100 308
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esszs LINE INPUTS Input socket's for source components with a line level output CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge.

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier, HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with,

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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Pre/power amplifiers
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Border Patrol Control Unrt

Bryston BP26 DW28 SST

Bryston BP26/3B-SST

Chord Prima/Mezzo 140

Classe CP-700/CA-M400

Cyrus DAC XP

Densen Beat B-200/B310

il 
il 
il 
il 
il 
il 
il

Densen Beat B-250/B-350

ECS EA-1

Gamut D3

Gamut 0200 Mk3

Hovland HP-100/RADV\

Krell FPB 700cx

Linn Klimax Kontrol

Marant SC11S1/SM-11S1

il Nairn NAP 500

Roksan Caspian M Series-1

2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around

5,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt

5,300 The epitome of the iron fist in a velvet glove school of hi-fi. Dynamically superb and very detailed

6,100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

13,350 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility. Sounds stunning, too

2,200 A knockout DAC/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz

2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 

6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 

3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound

3,950 A great power amp that’s now even better - one of the best regardless of price

12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends sterectypes, one of tile genuine high achievers

14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 

5,000 Preamp and power amp duo delivers high resolution and is consistent with different loudspeaker loads

11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition

2,245 A well-matched, powerful and enjoyable sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player

5

6

8

5

opt 

opt

opt

6 opt
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277

100 278

150 308

120 269

400 293

266

opt 80

125

180

200

125

700

220

276

270

253

265

247

250

234

238

304

140 208

85 307

AV AMPLIFIERS

Surround sound amps for music and movies
/C~'\ The multichannel, surround

( PAAT sound or AV amplifier is a popular 
•_ AT option, thanks to the success of 

the DVD player and home cinema. Now you 
can buy five channels or more of 
amplification for the price of two. Now that 
multichannel music is also on the agenda, 
there's a lot to be said for a good AV amp or 
receiver (an amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 
then check out a multichannel amp and 
speaker set-up - they're stunning with 
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily for 
movies and come with digital processing for 
the various soundtrack formats - Dolby Pro
Logic (analogue), Dolby Digital and DTS, 
which offer discrete surround sound in 5.1 
and 7.1 channel formats. More ambitious 
designs also offerTHX post processing, 
designed to emulate the sound of the 
mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because 
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are

Q&A

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 
potential. This is why new formats SACD 
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll on 
analogue formats. The best multichannel 
amps for music are often the simplest, but 
any that offer a complete bypass option with 
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 
looking at real power - five or seven channels 
of amplification are not easy to produce with 
a feeble power supply, and the cheaper amps 
in particular often fail to live up to the claims.

HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers 
you want Multichannel music 
discs come with six or 5.1 
channels, but for new movies, 
7.1 is where it's at 7.1 set-ups 
also mean you have speakers 
directly bettnc you - preferable 
for music discs.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP?
Processors don't have built-in 
amplification and you need 
separate power amps. AV amps 
and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
This is the LFE (low frequency 
effects) or bass channel that is 
reproduced by a subwoofer.

HI-FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND
With DVD-Audio and 5ACD offering high- 
quality multichannel music, surround 
sound is no longer just a home cinema 
thing. An increasing number of people 
want to build a multichannel system that 
will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 
products delivering sufficient quality is 
on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 
building a top-quality system with five or 
more channels is inevitably more 
expensive than sticking with stereo. There

are some very decent integrated options
below El,000, though the best (and most
costly) route is to buy a separate
processor and power amp(s). Or you can
add AV amplification to a stereo model
you can't bear to part with.
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Yamaha
DSP-AX759SE £550
If you're looking for an affordable 
multichannelampthat's good with music 
as well as home cinema, this is a top buy.

Arcam
DiVA AVR3 50 E 1,500
Arcam's latest receiver offers a good 
helping of processing and connection 
options, with exceptionally musical sound.

Denon

AVC-A 11 XVA £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channelamp that packs in 
the latest digital links and processingthe latest digital links , 
formats without sacrificing sound quality.

Classe
SSP-600/CA-5200 £11,900
Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 
solution that's equally adept with music 
and movies should parktheirears here.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [E] EDITOR'S CHOICE

AV AMPLIFIERS
Multichannel amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT ; COMMENTS
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D Arcam DiVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie pertormance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited 7 100 284

0 Cambridge Audio Azur 640R 600 Simple and elegant receiver. Attributes that reflect in good sound quality without the distracting toys you'll find elsewhere 7 100 292

rv Oenon AVC-A11XV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVCA'XV. but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital i/o 11 e 140 273

rv Oenon AVC-A 1W 4,000 I nelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5. 1 systems simultaneously 170 266

rv Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering e 10 ® 140 267

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 1 • 160 255

rv Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo! Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

rv Pioneer VSA-AX1 OAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements
10 1 •

150 260

□ Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy
7 1®

100 273

□ Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 7 100 260

□ Yamaha OSP-AX759SE 500 More a stereo amp with basic multichannel thrown in, but a great performer with music at this price 9 6 9 100 287

LMUUICHANNELPR(WPSXV^AMGo ANO POrvR AMPS M
0 Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 250

Arcam AVP700/P1 OOO 3,000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power * 8 • 135 275

rv Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235

rv Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interfaces 11 1 • 200 278

0 Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-Ii ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

rv Linn Exotik + OA 3,245 Go analogue preamplifier with multichannel in/out up to 7.1 and a home cinema processor of quality combine to make a tempting package
8 1 9

291

rv Meridian 861 9,833 Powertul surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 ® 230

Nairn AV^NAPV1 75/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 ® 50 238

rv Parasound Halo C1/A51 7,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 250 243

□ Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 120 238

,iyj RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp wth built-in radio tuner-. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification.
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp.

NEW PRODUCTS FROM LINN & NAIM
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 LeeHighRoad,London,SE13 5PL 

0% APR Credit options are available for purchases of new products exceeding £900, please call for details, E&OE

New Linn - Sneaky Music DS Player £995 New Nairn - Superline & NS01 Music Server

Just arrived the Nairn Superline

Also available for audition the Akurate DS and Klimax DS music players

NaimNet NSOl server available nowThe new Sneaky OS network music player joins the Linn Digital streaming line up and 
provides additional flexibility with on board pre and 20W power amplifiers. Can be used 
as a stand alone or as part of a multi room system solution. You can order Sneaky DS 
via our Mail Order service or better still visit for an audition if you can, see our website 
or call for more information on how we can help you integrate more music in your life

Analogue - the fabulous new Superline, a high performance Moving Coil phono
stage that has a brass suspended chassis and a class A amplifier feeding 25
regulated supplies. Digital - The New NSOl Music server offering 600 album WAY
file capacity of quality music, Visit billyvee.co.uk for more info or come and listen,

billyvee.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS

Speaker pairs for stereo sound

While loudspeakers are relatively 
( straightforward in construction, 
V_ PC they have one of the most 

difficult jobs in hi-fi - turning an electrical 
signal into an acoustic one. Most consist of 
two or more drive units in a box that usually 
has a port in it to make life easier for the 
cone in your mid and/or bass driver. 
Alternatives to this arrangement include 
panel speakers, which use electrostatic or 
ribbon technology, and horns, which use 
drive units in complex cabinets that greatly 
improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the greater 
the reinforcement of bass. As all rooms differ, 
there's no simple formula for placement and 
experimentation will yield the best results. 
Altering the angle at which the speakers face 
the listener can also make a difference to 
balance and stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel system. 
The most important element is a centre 
channel, which needs to match the stereo 
pair as closely as possible. For the best 
musical results, surrounds should be as per 
the front left and right channels, but if space 
or funds don't permit, smaller designs can be 
used quite effectively.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that will 
suit you, try to listen to a good variety to 
hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance tends 
to vary the most, but is less important than 
more subtle factors such as timing and 
dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears not 
your eyes - great-looking speakers aren't 
necessarily great sounding.

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

Q&A

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS. DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALLROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakersthat 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're
wanting to create a
homogenous surround sound
experience, where voices don't
change when they move from
one channel to another.
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Tannoy
Mercury F4 £350
Tannoy's Mercury speakers have a long 
history of 'quality' sound at low prices, 
and the latest range is no exception - this 
floorstander is thoroughly engaging.

DALi
I kon6 £899
Complete with a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capablefloorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and truly engrossing sound.

B&W
8O5S £1,600A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6LE £
This extraordinary speaker sta 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's 
range. State of the art resoluti 
imaging are among its many a'

• HI-FI CHOICEDur favourite □ ^i» ® editors mice

Stereo speakersBADGE? PRODUCT
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D 

D
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D
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Advance Acoustic UM20 200 Classy styling and finish, with solid build and fine overall balance when sited close to a wall 18,30,21 A 43 307

Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 370 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 « A 24 294

Acoustic Energy Aelite 3 750 Wood-veneered all-rounder has exceptional neutrality with deep smooth bass 20,103,39 A 22 292

Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic 845 Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 18,95,255 A- 45 283

ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph, with a beautifully judged balance and impressive transparency 20,86,29 • A 23 279

ATC SCM11 849 A very fine little speaker that's at its best with good, natural recordings where it adds little and reveals much 21,38,25 A- 55 293

Aurousal A1 450 Single-driver system is coloured but wonderfully coherent and very effective at communicating emotions 20.5,36,27 A 40 • 299

AVI Neutron V 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A-
65 ] • '

260

B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and liuvely sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 30,33,23 A 23 226

B&W CM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

B&W 683 899 A fine all-round performer with high-class drivers at a very realistic price 20,99,34 © P 20 304

B&W 705 900 Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253

DALi Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 A 37 © 271

DALi Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 A+ 22 © 1 275

DALi Monitor 1 1,000 Beautiful miniature with advanced drivers sounds marvellously coherent with fine vocal expression 16,32,24 A 40 296

Dynaudio DM 2/10 775 Unfashionably bulky standmount has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is delicate and well mannered 27.5,45,35 A 22 299

Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 A- 28 273

Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 269

Epos M12.2 449 A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 • 265

Focal Chorus 706V 369 Advanced drivers deliver a smooth, even, overall balance with healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 30 307

Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,W7.5 A+ 20 288

Heco Celan 300 595 Does tone colour, dynamics and detail with aplomb and communicates superbly in its +2dB mode. Sensitive, too 23,36,33 A+ 40 301

JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 e 1 a 25 275

KEF i03 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 284

KEF i09 800 Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33
• 1 A

25 273

Mission elan e34 400 A return to form for Mission with a pacey, vibrant sound matched to good looks 35,96,34 e A+ 48 298

Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25
a 1A+

28 271

Monitor Audio BR2 200 Good looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30
• 1 294

Monitor Audio BR5 400 Not the best dressed in its class. but detailed, bold sounding, good value and an easy electrical load 17, 85,25 A- 36 a 293

Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which lake's up little room and is easy to drive 20,36, 27 A- 40 284

Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 9C, 18, 27 A 33
» 1 276

Mordaunt-Short Avant 906i 350 The generous, well balanced sound shows good enclosure control, could do with more grip and better spikes' 165,85,29.5 A 40 281

toone cabinet in
loudspeaker effectively A+ 25 wans plus A 50 wans plus A^ 100 walls plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s), CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). september 2008 | HI-FI CHOICE 109
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□ PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 275

D ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better' 15,27,23 A+ 40 267

□ OAcoustics 1010 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 286

□ 0 Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 19.5,97.5,30 • A+ 28 284

D Ouadral Pico 849 Could be more muscular, but neutral and open with spacious imaging and little coloration 19,34,26 A- 30 292

0 Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 269

□ Russ Andrews SP-1 399 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, most importantly, great fun 19.2,31.5,24.8 A+ zz zz

□ Spendor S3/5R 725 Small, beautifully accurate monitors are excellent for speech, but not suitable for thrash metal in barns 17,31,19 A 90 9 306

□ Tannoy Mercury F4 350 Floorstander has an engrossing sound with good dynamics and a warm, restrained output 20.5,97,29 A+ 24 294

D Tannoy Revolution DC6 800 Pretty compact standmount likes wall loading, delivering a lively even bass and smooth coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 307

□ Totem Rainmaker 795 Standmount has a big sound, with a smooth midband and bright top Could have more punch and warmth 17,35.5,23 A 25 9 291

D Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20,108,34 • A 20 • 288

D Wharfedale Diamond 9.1 180 Superior shape and finish at an exceptionally sharp price. Sound is laid back, but free from boxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 • 307

D Wharfedale Opus2-M1 1,000 Elegant mid to compact three way, a new direction in recent years for Wharfedale 23,51,36 A- 42 e 302

. *BOVE£1.00O
D A2T Mezzo 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-foiward. Top could be sweeter 27 .5,40,26 A+ 40 281

□ Amphion Prio 520 1,600 Gorgeous styling and a lively sound with good voice band integrity and a sweet top end 16,104,22 ■ • A 40 302

□ ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 • A 28 275 1

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever; adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 245,37315 A 26 288

D ATCSCM16A 2,203 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Good value, including built-in amps, and fuss-free 27,45,33 zz 42 300

D ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22,44,31.5 A- 54 285

D Audio Physic Spark 3 1,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has delightfully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 • A+ 27 271

□ AVI ADM9 1,000 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic, and they give good iPod, too 20,30,26 ACT 60 301

D AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 • A 50 280

0 B&W 8020 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 • A <20 267

D B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otheiwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 271

□ Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 A- <20 281

D Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,399 The W cone treatment makes some of the qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive 0018,28.2,37.5”®" A+ 39 308

D Focal Chorus 826 V 1,250 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up.
28, 104,37.5 ’ 9

A 45 287

□ Focal Chorus 836V 1,549 Bulky, sharply priced three-way could be prettier. Has good bass with genuine grip, but top could be sweeter 28,115,38 A 28 290

0 Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding rnid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 1 • ' A- 25 276

D Free FS1 3,000 An elegant active design for anyone after the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 ,ACT 35 301

zz Gamut Phi5 2,550 Lovely and discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 P 20 305

zz Jama Reference R909 7,500 Top model (in a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 48,127,54 A- 25 280

zz KEF Reference Model W 3,500 Very classy but costly three-way stand-mount with much improved Uni-0; could be more transparent 25,42,41 A 30 298

D Kudos Gardea C1 1,450 A very pretty compact standmount with a delightfully subtle and delicate sound quality 20,35,27 A 40 304

D Martinlogan Source 1,599 Careful install needed, but capable of remarkable transparency at an extremely competitive price 24,120,37 • : A 42 303

D Meridian M3100 1,850 Attractive and capable active (125w) with great imaging and strong bass. High neutrality and good power handling 19,39,25 .ACT 45 opt 280

□ Monopulse 42A 1,495 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics, and superb voice coherence. but untidy treble 26,110,25 • A 25 302

D Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 ¡ • A- <20 281

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 

one of the most popular phono stages around. 

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges. 

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all 

incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 

the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TRichoRd ResearcIh
Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: 4-44 (0)1684 311928
sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com

Dino PhoNo Am pliFieR
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued EA
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BAOGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS s s S B S A 3

@ MonitorAudio PL300 5,000 Completely new level of sophistication from a brand best known for mainstream, cost effective designs 41,111,47 J • A- 28 i • 301

@ Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 LE 4,000 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, while overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 _ e A 22 • 308

0 Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 • A 25 e 267

0 Neat Motive I 1,200 Beautifully neutral balance sounds open without aggression. Fine midband but could be more authoritative 16,92.5,20 A- 20 1 • ; 276

0 Neat Momentum 3i 1,745 Sounds a lot bigger than it locks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 i • 302

0 Opera Seconda 1,295 Classy cabinetwork plus beautifully judged neutrality with crisp, clean and deep bass 241(^5,315 , • A- 20 • 297

o PMC Wafer 2 1,650 Clever ‘hang-on-wall’ speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33,5,57,5,10 A+ 45 • 285

0 PMC FB1 + 1,695 Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 1 • A 20 • 260

@ PMC EB1 5,950 The best argument for large speakers that we’ve heard in a long time 29,120,46.5 A- 19 • 292

o PMCGB1i 1,275 Pretty little floorstander has great class with fine delicacy and sweet detailing 15,5,87,23.4 • A 30 • 306

Quad ESL 2805 4,500 Uniquely wonderiul natural realism, exceptional imaging, coherence and low level detailing 70,107,38,5 A- 45 j • 294

0 Rega R7 1,498 Super-slim and super-smooth flocrstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 • A 25 • 1 271

0 Rega R9 2,498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 ♦ A 25 • 271

mi Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 • A 20 • 256

mi Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 , • ® 274

o Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,000 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer and richer 20,100,25 A 22 • 290

o Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 • ■ A 22 • 259

@ Sonus Faber CremonaAudit. 2,690 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass... this is 'The Little Speaker That Could’ (stands £575 extra) 20,35,37 A 50 305

m Sonus FaberGrand Piano D. 2,498 The Grand Piano Domus has a fabulous physical appearance and delivers a clean, refined sound 21,106,31 • A- 32 • 283

[I] Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 240

o TannoyGlenair 10 2,999 With a 250mm dual concentric driver this is a generously proportioned, highly engaging speaker for a good price 36,100,35 A+ 38 • 295

o Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 ' • 277

o Triangle Genese Quartet 1,895 Great material value and a solid all round sonic pertormance with great loudness potential 23,117,37 • A 25 , •] 302

o Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 • A 22 • 277

mi Triangle Magellan Concerto 14,750 New ‘sw2’ version is less immediate than its predecessor, but it's easier to live with and remains highly enertaining 00100,45 • A- 32 • 290

o Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 • 270

!il Vivid Audio B1 7,750 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 A- 40 • 1 261

Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 A 20 • 252

IT:] Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of the ACT's pertormance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 e 254
IT:] WhariedaleAiredale Neo 9,000 Expansive yet relaxed sounding, the Neo is a coloured but surprisingly musical and enjoyable speaker 52,115,45 A- 25 • 1 296

D Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted stand-mount with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A
28 |*|

296

Our favourite □ BESTBUY IT:] EDITOR’S CHOICE

SUBWOOFERS
SPECIFICATIONS

Bass speakers g

BAGGE'

O
PRODUCT

B&W PV1 950

K B&WASW850 2 ,OOO

@ Eclipse TD725sw

MonitorAudioASW100

2,700

300

EC REL 305 795

0
0 
o

REL Stampede

REL T1

REL Strata 5

REL Storm Ill

550

595

700

900

O

EC

MartinLogan Dynamo

Velodyne SPL-800R

Wilson Benesch Torus

3
29,34,35 500 20

53,56,52 1,cro 18

52,47,50 5 0 0 40

32,32,34 120

32, 36, 34 3 0 0

28,40,29

36,40,420

32,46,33

42,62,33

2627,:n

27

25

100

300

150

150

200

aXJ

1cro

45,33.45 1.cro

18

25

18

18

15

25

28

10

259

246

287

225

284

257

291

257

225

267

301

286

290

COMMENTS

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation

For the price, this compact subwocfer performs particularly well

Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV

Standard setter at the price: flexible, easily set up and packs quite a punch

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical pertormance for less money

Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment

Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-Ii & home cinema/multichannel systems

Refined, compact sub brings established MartinLogan virtues to a new price and size point

Poweriul, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging

Amp and sub package built like a sophisticated pile driver, with deep, state of the art performance

REL Storm 5 1,000 34,52,37

29,35,32449

699

5,200

KESJISl SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth ol one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amptilier ol active models delivers.
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass
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Award Winning Hi-Fi Cables

WIRE ^— OR LO"

ä _ ■ .ca.ukfutureshap
Profess onal. Audio. V deo & Gaming Cables

CABLE TECHNOLOGY

THE

CHORD
COMPANY

***** *****

Ixos XHT458 HDMI Cable 1m Ixos XHT601-150 Scart Cable 1.Sm

*****

UT
QED P-CV1 Component Video Cable

*****

The Chord Company 
HDMI 1.3 Silver Plus QED P2110 Scart Cable 1m

*****

QED Silver Anniversary XT 
Speaker Cable

NEXT DAY DELIVERY | CUSTOM LENGTHS | EXPERT ADVICE

TO order or for ADVICE CALL 0208 905 1555 ZXZc»™ www. futureshop, co.uk

WORKSHOP NOTES 3: REVIEWS REVIEWED **** NEW IN STOCK *****

COME TO AUDIO WORKSHOP...we offer

Reviews are important in the great game of audio and rightly so as a good reviewer 
will bring independence, insight and experience to his trade. But we often find that 
far too many reviews have only a passing acquaintance with reality. Why so?

ATC's new SIA2-150 integrated 150wpc amplifier. No reviews yet; does 
it sound as good as it looks?

Avid's new Diva turntable, stunning looks and build, allied with 
great sound, and at less than £ 1 OOO!

A list of what goes wrong includes reviewers with cloth ears (they do exist, it 
seems), or just having a bad hear day (sorry.. ), non standard kit sent for review, 
editors changing copy (very common), poor system matching etc... And that's 
before we factor in prejudice & rule bending (alas, audio is a business). Common 
sense tells us, then, that good reviews in several magazines earmark a product for 
further investigation, l put it to the jury that buying kit unheard, based on a single 
frothy review is daft. I mean, who is going to be living with it? You or the 
reviewer? Did he take your preferences, system & room into account? You are the 
only reviewer that really matters. Read, then listen, then decide.

* Purpose built sound proofed and room treated studio 
where you hear the equipment not the room.
* Horne trial, exchange scheme, delivery and set-up.
* Competitive pricing, part exchange and free cabling 
means you can afford the equipment you want.
* Ex-dern and used equipment - see our website for list.
* Free parking, two minutes walk from Vim ich station, 
brilliant coffee & gossip what else do you need?
* Call Julian Musgrave on 01603 618520 and let's talk.

31 PRINCE. OF WALES ROAD. Norwich. NRl 1 BG. 01603 618520. ^^w.audioworkshopnorwich.co.uk
ABBEY ROAD. ATC SPEAKERS. ATC ELECTRONICS. AVID TURNTABLES. AUDIO PKYSJC. AUDIO WORKSHOP. BEL CANTO. DYNAVECTOR. EAR/YOSHINO. GOLDRJNG. GRADO. KRELL. MARTIN LOGAN. MISSING

LINK. SIM AUDIO/MOON. OPERA. NAO. NAD MASTERS. QED. SME. SONUS FABER. SOUND STYLE. SUMIKO. THORENS. VELODYNE & MORE

ca.uk
co.uk
w.audioworkshopnorwich.co.uk


HEADPHONES

•

HEADPHONES BUYER'S BIBLE

For your ears only

than”' Headphones come in several varieties 
( VAX) and some are designed for particular

than—ed usage. The majority of 'cans' use
dynamic cone and coil-type drive units and can be 
used with anything from a personal stereo to a 
dedicated amplifier. Other types also exist, most 
significantly electrostatics that use a charged panel 
membrane to produce a distinctly refined sound. 
These are supplied with their own dedicated 
amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are 
open and closed-back designs, the latter being

best for noisy (or noise sensitive) 
environments as they minimise leakage and 
intrusion. Open-back types tend to have a 
more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are 
also three variants of earpad design: 
circumaurals enclose the ear and press on 
your head, supra-aurals press on the ear and 
intra-aurals sit in the ear and are particularly 
popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not

quite as straightforward as it should be. 
Merely plugging them into the output on 
your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are 
very lucky. If you are planning on serious 
listening, invest in a dedicated amp - the 
increase in dynamics is not in the least bit 
subtle. A variety of models are made and 
prices start at around £80 for a QED, a little 
more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up 
the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite □ bestbuv ® editormœ

HEADPHONES SPECIFICATIONS

two
Q

I 2
!il I

o

Stereo headphones
BADGE? PRODUCT

g
1

D 
two 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D

AKG K270 Studio

AKG K1000

f COMMENTS

129 Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material

650 Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only

Audio Technica ATH-W1 OOO 400 Superbly comfortable and very revealing. Long listening sessions are a pleasure with new musical insights

Beyerdynamic DT770 190 A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass

Beyerdynamic DT880 200 Informative, neutral and surprisingly close to good loudspeakers. Good for occasional and long-term listening alike

DenonAH-02000

Grado SR225

!il Grado GS1OOO

D Sennheiser HD485

D Sennheiser HD595

!il Sennheiser HD650

D Sennheiser PXC450

Shure SE420

Shure E500PTH

Stax SR-001 Mk II

250 Among the best closed-back headphones we've heard and very fine by any standards.

180 Tonally shows the way to Grado's amazing GS1OOO flagship, but detail and soundstage are not truly class-leading

995 One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for

65 A great all-round headphone for occasional or even heavy use, refined in sound and comfortable, too

150 Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable

300 Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-Ii experience

299 Noise-cancelling model: as good as it gets for making the most of listening in planes, trams and automobiles

240 Expensive and no replacement for top conventional 'phones, but streets ahead of most in-ears with real refinement

420 Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead; high-quality stuff

239 Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity

•

•

©

•

•

•

•

•

Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way

270

270

250

290

205

350

200

250

220

270

260

240

15

20

280

205

230

244

304

287

300

309

300

288

296

266

252

302

295

285

268

295

EAXIS1 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears.
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. J.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc

Mid Range 
Audio

Used by leading broadcasting organisations such as the BBC, Carlton 
Television and artists such as Pink Floyd, Mark Knopfler and The Rolling 
Stones, ATC speakers come with a first user lifetime warranty for the 
Premium Range and a six year warranty for all other products.

077515 18404
I f you want refined and enjoyable replay of 
music at home look no further than the award 
winning ATC range of speakers and amplifiers.

ACOUSTIC
ENGINEERS

info@midrangeaudio.co.uk
• SCM range • Tower range • Amplifiers •

midrangeaudio.co.uk Ex-Demo Offers - Prices include a 6 year
SCMll -£675 I SCM19-£1.275 I SCM40

warranty 
-£1.700
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HUICHOICE
BUYER'S BIBLE

CABLES
Wires to hook your system together

Clearer - Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
\ interconnects and speaker cables. 

Clearer—Clearer Analogue interconnects come in 
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs, Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
( lOm+), Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Toslink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY fee] EDITOR’S CHOICE

CABLES
Interconnects and speaker cables
BADGE? PRODUCT ' COMMENTS

SPECIFICATIONS

-1

Clearer 
s

i
!

!

Atlas Questor 70

Audioquest Sidewinder

Black Rhodium Prelude

45

80

Black Rhodium Coda 150

Clearer Black Rhodium Concert 255

Cambridge Azur Reference 50

taMfc ^EAK-tireitstytica 50

D Clearer Audio Silver-line 244

Clearer

□

CrystalCable Piccolo 

lxos lxotica X1

260

200

Monster M350i 45

Monster M1 OOOi 200

Nofdost Wwizard Dream 95

Gehlbach NF214 63

D

Profigold PGA3000

Supra EFF-1 X

Townshend lsolda DCT100

60

77

99

van den Hui ntegration Hybrid 125

Very open and informative at high and mid frequencies, with slightly dry bass. Imaging particularly fine

A lively and detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm. Slight added upper-bass warmth does little to detract 

Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit

Superb bass and excellently neutral and detailed midrange: treble generally sweet with occasional slight constriction

This OCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre.rich in detail, with low subjective noise

Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble with no trace of dryness

Sounding like something a good deal dearer, this cable offers near high-end detail and seems highly compatible too

Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass - at a price'

Thin cable, but tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some qualities of a solid core type generically - notably resolution, focus and articulation 

Notable for its relaxing sound, this cable still presents plenty of ana^ral detail

Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too

Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere

Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass

The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble

Not the ultimate for lovers of clinical precision, its character is engaging and detail and extension are good

Lively-sounding cable which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality. Musically, a great all-rounder

Silky-smooth treble, with remarkably good detail too : midrange and bass also very fine

Bass is nothing remarkable, but mid and treble are outstandingly open and clear: very transparent

Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price

• 295

297

•

•

•

•

• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

293

299

270

296

295

279

294

283

281

284

303

281

299

306

303

306

30 273•Wireworld Luna 5

D Atlas Compass 50 Slight improvement in detail over giveaway cables, plus distinctly more tuneful bass and more open treble, make this fine value E 289

Clearer Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble • E 278

Clearer Supra AnCo 80 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transport/DAG combination, even in a high-end context , • • E 304

Clearer Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: good value and near-high-end performance • • E 279

SPEAKER I^S PRICE PER METRE

D Atlas Hyper 1 .5 10 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but its performance at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price • ■ • 299

55 294•D Atlas Ascent 2.0

Clearer

D

Chord Epic Twin 

CrystalCable Piccolo 

Kimber 8PR

40

1,480

12

Monster MCX-1s 8

SI Nordost Heimdall 162

E
Clearer

OED Silver Anniversary XT

OED X-Tube XT300

5.50

A highly analytical cable, with more bass extension than at first appears and very fine detail across the board

Good all rounder, which generally sounds relaxed and musical, and a full bass that stops the right side of sounding blowsy 

Tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some of the qualities of a solid core type generically - notably resolution, focus and articulation 

A cable that really enjoys the music, also admirable for the levels of analytical detail it allows through. Excellent value

Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble 

Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, rnicro-monofilament construction, low colouration, hi-res and suitable for exacting systems 

Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain

A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems

Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical

Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round

Better bass than treble, with good detail though a touch of constriction at times

Budget biwire cable offering tuneful and extended bass, good treble, and midrange with just a little lack of detail

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

287

302

299

280

278

276

287

241

291

D • • 292

ESSISI STRANDED Cable has a number of {usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, O - optical. 
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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Clearer Supra Sword

Clearer Townshend lsolda OCT

116

50

van den Hui The Bridge

Wireworld Luna 16/4

6

5
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE

STANDS AND SUPPORTS

Equipment racks and speaker stands

BADGE? PRODUCT

Custom Design XL 4 380

449

420

130

1,300

110 An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price

Partington Ansa 60 99

Partington Dreadnought BS 295

399

299

IF HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single figures indicate a square plattorm.
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.

HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plattorm. Single figures indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates.
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.

SPECIFICATIONS

IUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY

SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY

449 'Acoustic Aluminium' shelves plus steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction: just a shade bright

Anvil Sound Display Stand 226 A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise

£ COMMENTS

Custom Design RS300

399

280

Alphason A5-G

Atacama Equinox

Audiophile Base Std Supp't 900

Custom Design LA Signature 330

0 RA Torlyte Plattorm

@ Townshend VSSS

Partington Heavi II

Russ Andrews Torlyte

Custom Design 50402 100

® I Custom Design S0404 200

Custom Design Milan

Custom Design Vantige

Partington Minim

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988

More a range than a model, capable of fine results especially with Acoustic Steel top plates

Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises pertormance of speakers great and small

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent

Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimer stands can otter

Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies

Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too

COMMENTS

Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail

Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept

Not cheap and quite bulky, but it's all worth it as sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free

Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively

Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal and largely harmless

Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack

Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 
Respect is due to any stand that looks this good with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail

I J Custom Design Icon 400 600

Custom Design LALAt 400 700

I f you want to get the most from your source and amp components, it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive
effect on sound because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a pair of small 'bookshelf' or'standmount' speakers, it's important to place them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

Our favourite I j BEST BIN @ EDITORS CHOICE

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports

Adds its own character to the benefit of rock most particularly, but slightly to the detriment of acoustic sounds 
Excellent pertormance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 
Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 
This unassuming plattorm can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound

The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [ec] EDITOR’S CHOICE

SPEAKER STANDS
Speaker stands
BADGE' PRODUCT
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80 66,46 5 Glass 247

81 50,50 • 4 Glass 217

57 46,35 3 MDF 302

75 56,37 4 Glass 286

65 60,42 4 Glass 293

75 57, 41 5 Glass 263

74 48,40 4 Metal 247

57 48,39 4 Glass 302

62 49,44 4 Metal 271

78 45,37 j » 5 Glass 302

51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217

68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

8 48,36 1 Torlyte 302

76 35,50 4 Glass 273
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50 20,17 1 293

56 16.5,18 1 281

62 18,16.5 2 299

61 18,16.3 4 283

62 18,15 4 232

62 17,23 5 309

53 31,22 6 287

60,50 15,21 3 280

Customer Helpline 

0845 460 6006

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
LA Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker Stands

The UK's AV Furniture Superstore 
24 Hour Despatch

Stand & Deliver
The Home Of Audio Visual Furniture

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com

Equipment Rackswww.standanddeliver.com
september 2008 | HI-FI CHOICE 115

http://www.standanddeliver.com
http://www.standanddeliver.com


This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads to dissatisfaction, endless upgrades and a lot of wasted 

money. It's likely that the system will help you lose interest in music pretty rapidly. The problem is that 

there are more myths about hi-fi than Aesop's Fables. CD gives you perfect sound. All CD players sound 

the same. A £50 CD player plays high fidelity music. All magazine reviewers are experts. Big speakers are 

always better than small ones. More watts per channel is everything. MP3 format gives you high quality. 

A collection of 'Best Buy' components will be a great system. And so on and so on ... ALL MYTHS!

Music - the real aim

Our aim must be to buy a hi-fi system that will prove 

musically satisfying, reliable and deliver true value for 

money. If the system doesn't excite you musically 

you've wasted your money. What is even worse is that 

you may not even realise you've bought a bad egg - 

you'll just switch the TV on instead and your desire to 

listen to music will gradually diminish. Have 

you ever been in a pub or club where you 

realise it's very difficult to conduct a 

conversation, even to the extent of being really 

tiring? A poor quality system 

continuously distorts but I don't 

mean it necessarily reaches the 

point of audibly breaking up. 

With a top quality system you 

can play music very loudly and 

still hold a conversation because 

it's free of distortion. A poor 

system is tiring to listen to even 

when it's played at low volume. 

If you want proof, go into a shoe 

or clothes shop where they play 

background 'music' and try to 

enjoy listening. It's odds on 

you'll fail.

STAR QUALITIES

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

*****

SERVICE

*****

FACILITIES 

★ ★ ★ **

VERDICT

*****

What and Where to buy

The system you think you want 

may not be right for you. - So verdict

where do you start? Here's an ***** 
important tip ... don't start with 

WHAT, start with WHERE.

There is only one way to give yourself the best chance 

of getting it right first time, and that's through a 

specialist hi-fti dealer. Now it's likely you have 

preconceived ideas that may put you off visiting one. 

Although you would welcome the advice and 

guidance, you don't know the technical jargon. You 

don't want to be talked down to. Your friend has said 

they only sell expensive gear and they're not 

interested if you don't have a big budget. They're 

expensive. Again, just myths. Most specialist hi-fi 

dealers are running their business because, above all, 

they love music. They spend a large portion of their 

time listening to music and comparing systems to get 

the best possible result. They know the component 

combinations which don't gel together and, 

conversely, they know the combinations which give 

the best performance within a given price range. But 

they all also know the system must suit you.



Buying or being sold to?

Hi-Fyfor your money...
Getting the best deal

Now there's a group of long-established specialist dealers 
who are totally committed to putting the customer first. 
Their idea of 'selling' is to discuss your requirements, 
offer their advice, give you the best options, then play 
the systems for you and allow you to be the judge.
Listening to your choice of music in a peaceful, well 
organised demonstration room, you may be surprised 
and, almost certainly, relieved to discover how easy it is 
to hear the differences between components and between 
systems. You'll be able to make a clear and informed 
decision about what to buy. It comes down to trusting 
your own judgement rather than the opinion of a 
reviewer you've never met ... and who won't refund your 
money if you're not satisfied or be at the end of a phone 
to sort out any problem you might encounter.
The story doesn't end there. These shops won't abandon 
you once you've put your hand in your pocket. They 
won't leave you to set up the system you've selected as 
best you can. They'll install it in your home, make sure it 
sounds great, and make sure you're entirely happy with 
the way it works. Why? Because a high proportion of 
these dealers' custom comes through people who have 
bought from them before, either directly or by 
commendation. It's vital to them to get it right for you. ASSURED

I.

1

LONDON
N1
GRAHAMS HI-FI 
190a New North Road. 
020 7226 S500
SW11
ORANGES & LEMONS 
61/63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea. 
020 7924 2043
SOUTH
Aldermaston, Berkshire 
HIFICINEMA
Mars House, Calleva Park. 
0118 982 0402
Ashford, Kent
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
40 High Street. 
01233 624441
Brighton
THE POWERPLANT 
40 Church Road, Hove. 
01273 77SS42

Chelmsford
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
216 Moulsham Street. 
0124S 26S24S
Colchester
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 
01206 577682
Kingston-upon-Thames
INFIDELITY
9 High Street Hampton Wick. 
020 8943 3530
Rayleigh, Essex
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High Street. 
01268 779762
Southend-on-Sea
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road. 
01702 43S2SS
Southampton
PHASE 3 HI-FI 
37 Bedford Place. 
023 8022 8434

Worthing
PHASE 3 HI-FI 
213-217 Tarring Road. 
01903 24SS77
SOUTH WEST
Bath
AUDIENCE
14 Broad Street.
0122S 333310
MIDLANDS
Banbury
OVERTURE
3 Church Lane.
01295 2721S8
Birmingham
SOUND ACADEMY 
1S2a High Street, Bloxwich. 
01922 493499
Birmingham
MUSIC MATTERS
363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston 
0121 429 2811

Coventry Sheffield
FRANK HARVEY MOORGATE ACOUSTICS
163 Spon Street. 184 Fitzwilliam St.
024 76S2 S200 0114 27S 6048
Leicester York
CYMBIOSIS SOUND ORGANISATION
6 Hotel Street. 2 Gillygate. 01904 627108
01 16 262 3754 Gateshead
Nottingham LINTONE AUDIO
CASTLE SOUND Er VISION 7-11 Park Lane, Gateshead.
48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0191 477 4167
011 S 9S84404 SCOTLAND
Stafford Edinburgh
ACOUSTICA LOUD Er CLEAR
114 Wolverhampton Road. Bonnington Mill,
0178S 2S8216 72 Newhaven Road.
NORTH 0131 SSS 3963
Cheadle Glasgow
THE AUDIO WORKS LOUD Er CLEAR
14 Stockport Road. S20 St Vincent St, Finnieston.
0161 428 7887 0141 221 0221
Chester N. IRELAND
ACOUSTICA Belfast LYRIC HI-FI
17 Hoole Road. 429-431 Lisburn Rd.
01244 344227 028 90 381296

Oscar Wilde wrote "... too many people today know the 
price of everything and the value of nothing." Specialist 
retailers know that not all potential purchasers will seek 
them out. They tend to attract the more discerning, 
thoughtful customers. Let's face it, a good deal is about 
more than just a good price. After all, unless you've got 
money to burn, you'll be living with your new system 
for years. Most of these dealers offer much longer 
equipment guarantees than provided by the 
manufacturer, a very worthwhile benefit, but it also 
makes it in the dealer's interest to ensure high build 
quality and reliability. Maybe you could save a few 
pounds by buying piecemeal but you 'II lose out on the 
overall package. As far as the dealers are concerned, 
maybe they believe that taking care of their customers 
properly is a nicer way of doing business than just 
handing over boxes.

Listed below are 20 OF THE BEST HI-FI SHOPS 
IN THE COUNTRY. They have been selected 
because they are known to do an excellent job in 
guiding customers towards hi-fi that will give them 
years of musical enjoyment and total satisfaction.

QUALITY



Every issue in Guitarist...
Find out more about the gear

Guitarist is packed to the brim every month with gear reviews, 
artist interviews, guitar lessons, tech Q&A, free CD and more

: BEST GEAR

¡FIRSTGuitarist
The Guitar Player’s Bible

On sale in all good newsagents

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk • www.musicradar.com

http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
http://www.musicradar.com
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Luxury Living Show Sensational System

Zincali - Pàthos - AASB - Synergistic Research
Dealers for:

Advanced Acoustics

Analysis Plus

Astin Trew

Audio Physic

Bel Canto

English Valve Amps

Firestone Audio

Graaf

MSB

Monopulse

Onkyo

Pathos

Primare

Razor

Shanling

Silver Arrow

Solid Tech

Synergistic Research

The Funk Firm

Transe riptors

Unison Research

Zingali 

and more

Home demonstrations by appointment
info@audioboffs.co.uk 
020 8177 4095 Check out our website for the full product range

Just a few of our listeners’ comments...

(Concert Hal!performance!...

"These speakers are beautiful!...

"This is as $ood as it gets!...

"The sound is sensational...

"I've never heard such detail!..."

audioboffs www.audioboffs.co.uk

Ai

Cyrus 
KEF
Marantz

Award Winning Retailers...

kers Hi-Fi
Michell
M. J. AcouSti
Monitor Audi
Mordau
NAD
Nordost
Origin Live 
Ortofon - *
Pathos

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists
► Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
► Widest choice in the area ► Independent advice
► Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
► Over 35yrs experience ► Qualified staff
► Comfortable dem rooms ► Superb showrooms
► Main road location ► Major car parks nearby

Pickering
Primare
Pro-Ac
Project
QUAD
Roksan
Shanling q
SME I

Stands Unique!
Sugden
Tannoy I
TEAC

k 
k 
k 
k 
k 
k

Insurance estimates ► Service Dept.
Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 
Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status 

Delivery & installation
Part Exchange
Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ
Trichord Tel: 01904 629659
Unison Resel

Wharfedale
Yamaha
& Lots more...!

Van Den Hui www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

ia^fs in high fidelity sound reproduction - since 1967

mailto:info@audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
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Is this your problem? Here’s your EXCELLENCE IN 
SOUND AND VISUAL

loud
It's a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible. The noise floor may be audible, 
too. There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive

£39/pair - post free

answer

too loud way too loud “this accessory 
is heartily 

recommended" 
Gramophone

• Specializing in bespoke 
solutions from the worlds 
leading manufacturers 
to suit your lifestyle and 
budget.

01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

Front End Problems?
co11ract:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
Also agents for Croft. Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects. 

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

• Visit our new showroom 
to experience the ultimate 
in hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi room

Tel.01872 273 215
www.audio-cinema.co.uk 
16-17 Lemon Street, 
Truro, TR1 2LS

^Jaudio&cinema

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

The Linn Majik LP12
The new Linn Sondek retails complete with Majik power supply, 
a Project 9CC carbon fibre tone-arm, and the quality Linn Adikt moving magnet 
cartridge. The results are delightful, we feel it makes an ideal way to discover 
just how emotional music played from records can sound. RRP £1995

And more good news..
If you own an LP 12 our free summer check-up is now on till September the 1'!

www. sound gallery, co. uk
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks 
01494 531682
Stockists for Linn Products, Nairn Audio, Sowers and Wilkins, Aream, Spendor, Usher 
Rega, Meridian, Fatman, Velodyne, Denon and Focal to name just a few...

Your Hi Fi Separates are redundant!
AVI's Active ADM9.ls are a complete Hi Fi system in two speakers.

They comprise of a remote controlled, three input preamplifier 
(2 x 24/96 Optical digital and one analogue) 4th order electronic 

crossovers and two high speed, linear, bipolar amps (250 & 75 Watts) 
in a pair of 6.5" Two-Way Loudspeakers measuring 30 x 25 x 25 ems.

And there is a professional quality 10" Sub that takes you below 30Hz 
if you need it.

ADM9s can be connected to any digital source (PS3 included) 
to produce a better sound than is possible from passive systems 

costing many times their price.
You save money and space and you get a better sound. ADM9.ls are 

the future and provide the most cost effective upgrade imaginable.
Price £1125 per pair.

www.avihifi.com

http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.avihifi.com
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AEVOX
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

AEVOX
SERVICE

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
^Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

Ih E A A I IE C:HNOLOG V I— I M :E T E D
TTL House. Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

To advertise here 

please call Ben 

Keightley on 

020 7042 4252

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
Tel: 01283 702875

DENON DL304...............................................£175
CLEARAUDIO CONCERTO...........................£80
EAR PHONO STAGES....................................£POA
AUDIO TECHNICA ATHW 1000...................£320
AUDIO TECHNICA AT OC9ML2...................£225
TRANSFIGURATION AXIA........................... £715
TRANSFIGURATION PHOENIX................. £1100
TRICHORD DINO MK2...................................£279
TRICHORD D300...........................................£POA
TOM EVANS GROOVE PLUS.....................£3050
WHEST AUDIO PS30R ............. ........£pOAAl^goarel^^^nlll^^^^-^GlxKls .. not s^tel 00 apprit. Fre IJ(

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 

Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 

Specialists

020 7924 2040

Email: oranges.lemons(a virgin.net 

61 Webbs Road, Battersea, SW11 6RX 

www.oandlhifi.co.uk

www.tell.uk.com

or send an e-mail to 
incoming@tell.uk.com 

with 'tell me' as 
the subject.

www.hifichoice.co.uk

■MH

virgin.net
http://www.oandlhifi.co.uk
http://www.tell.uk.com
mailto:incoming@tell.uk.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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MUSIC MATTERS
HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

New Store Now Open
1 Oa Chapel Street 

Stratford-Upon-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 6EP 

01789 414 533

We offer custom installation of complete systems integrating hi-fi, home cinema, multiroom and fighting.
Home trials are available 

for many products.

Our extensive range of products includes
• Arcam • Apollo • Anthony Gallo • Atacama
• Atlas • Base • Bose available at 
SOLIHULL • Bowers & Wilkins
• Rega and Nautilus Diamond available at 
EDGBASTON* Chapter Audio • Chord 
Company • Chord Electronics • Cyrus
• Denon • Dream Vision • Dynaudio
• Dynavector • Epos • Grado • Infocus
• KEF • Kreil • LAMM • Marantz • Meridian
• Michell • Mission • MJ Acoustics • Monitor 
Audio • Musical Fidelity • NAD • Naim
• Nordost • Ortofon • Panasonic • Pioneer
• PMC • Project • Pure • QED • Quad
• REL • Rotel • Sennheiser • Sim2
• SME • Sonus Faber • Tascam • Teac
• Whartedale • Wilson Benesch • Yamaha 

OPEN TUES - SAT 10:00 - 5:30
LATE NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM AND 
SOLIHULL WEDNESDAY TIL 6.30PM

Interest free credit on selected items • 0% APR 
Written details on request • Licensed credit broker

«« OIDI
www.musicmatters.co.uk

•EDGBASTON 
363 Hagley Road, 
Birmingham B17 8DL 
0121 429 2811

•SOLIHULL
93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
West Midlands B92 8JL 
0121 742 0254

•STOURBRIDGE
9 Market Street, 
West Midlands DY8 1AB 
01384 444 184

•SUTTON COLDFIELD 
10 Boldmere Road, 
West Midlands B7d 5TD 
0121 354 2311

•HATCH END 
344 Uxbridge Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 4HR 
020 8420 1925

•DARLINGTON
17 Coniscliffe Road 
County Durham DL3 7EE 
01325 481 418

^a rantz^ Sound Hi Fi
PREMIUM

because music matters

USHER

Usher, Marantz, Avid Diva, Audio Technica OC9, Acoustic Solid, Black Rhodium,
Usher Class A Avid & other turntablesTownshend Rock V, Graham Slee, Hadcock, Clearaudio, 78rpm reproduction

Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web w^w.SoundHiFi.com

Rock Solid Sound Systems
Vivid Audio 
Audiostone 

Electrocompaniet 
Astin/rcw 

dCS
VTL

Verity Audio
True Colours Industries

Lumley
LSA Audio 

Coda 
Edgar 

Ascendo
Ayon 

Hovland 
Furutech 

Music Tools
Copulare

Shop Now Open...
w w w. roc ksolidsoiinds.co.uk

what goes round, 
comes round

refreshing honesty, every time

signals

hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich (01473) 655171
www.signals.uk.com

http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
w.SoundHiFi.com
ksolidsoiinds.co.uk
http://www.signals.uk.com
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WM

■ 020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

GRAHAMS HI-FI
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road,

London N1

ACTON GATE AUDIO
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 

Clwyd LL13 7PB

a 01978 364500
® www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 

CW12 3JB

a 01260 280017
® www.synergyav.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol

BS31 3EJ

a 01225 874728

AUDIOBOFFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, 

Herts WD1 TP

S 020 8177 4095
® www.audioboffs.co.uk

SOUND CINERGY
37 High Street Aldridge 

WS9 8NL

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 

SK8 1AL

a 0161 491 6090
® www.audio-counsel.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 

NR321HB

a 01502 582853
® www.audioimages-hifi.com

ACOUSTICA LTD
17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 

CH2 3NH

a 01244 344227
» www.acoustica.co.uk

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 

Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL

a 01858 432999
® www.divineaudio.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston

Norfolk NR9 400
a 01362 820800
® www.basicallysound.co.uk

a 01922 457 926
== www.soundcinergy.co.uk

MIKE MANNING AUDIO
54 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset

TA1 1UD

a 01823 326688
® www.mikemanningaudio.com

DOUG BRADY HI-FI
Kingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North.

Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU

e 01925 828009
•J) www.dougbradyhifi.com

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 

Oxfordshire 0X10 OEG
e 01491 839305
» www.audioimages-hifi.com

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 

Surrey, KT1 4DA
e 020 8943 3530
(") w'.vv.'.infic!^ uk

CREATIVE AUDIO WM
9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire

SY1 1EN

a 01743 236055 
® www.creative-audio.co.uk

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 

Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

a 0115 9786919
® www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk IsHSH

avon
SpiritStereo Integrated Amplifier

SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NW - North West, W - Wales.

HIFICHOICE

To advertise in the dealer directory, 
Please contact

Ben Keightley +44 (0) 20 7042 4262
bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk

AUDIO AND CINEMA
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,

Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS

a 0870 458 4438
© www.audio-cinema.co.uk

MIKE MANNING AUDIO SW I
110 Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset 

BA20 1NE

a 01935 479361
I ® www.mikemanningaudio.com

http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com
http://www.dougbradyhifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
mailto:bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.mikemanningaudio.com


Feature [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer

2nd-hand shootout

A
lthough there are now a dozen ways of listening to radio, FM still takes some beating. It may not be the quietest method of transmission, but a really good set-up will still beat PC, cable, satellite, DAB or any other format you care to mention for musical realism. With FM not likely to be switched off for at least another ten years, there's still plenty of time to enjoy one of the best 'real' audio bargains about.Once you've got yourself a decent outdoor aerial the first port of call for a cheap-as-chips FM tuner is the former best seller; the Denon TU260. Now 18 years old, the original TU260 ran for nearly ten years. The laterTU260 II lasted half as long, but stuck to the same winning formula. Essentially, when this £100- 

f 130 tuner was new nothing came close in terms of sound quality. The well-balanced, neutral, if a little bass-light sound quality still impresses today - especially against the bandwidth starved DAB network tuners. In addition to sounding pretty good, this delightful tuner was also carefully made. There are no moving parts and everything is soldered together properly, so only the most abused examples are likely to be problematic. A TU260 can be had for as little £15, with even the best example of the, RDS equipped, Mkll fetching no more than £50.If you fancy spending your beer money on something a little quirkier, then consider the Creek T40. With a life span of 11 years, it exceeded even the original TU260. At it's most popular in the late-1980s, mostT40s will be pretty creaky by now. But don't let that put you off. For about the same money as the Denon you get an analogue design with a mellifluous sound quality. There's no doubt that the T40 is a robust little thing with a good reputation for lasting. That unique eighties-tastic black vinyl case can get a bit 

tatty, though. One mechanical weakness is the tuning potentiometer that can detach itself from the reduction drive (the bit that gears the users 'twist' to suit the moving scale). If this is the case then, most likely, the knob will simply fall off, so it's not that hard to spot.With a typical second-hand price of around £70, the Cambridge Audio T500 is a little more expensive than the others here. That said, given the exceptional sound quality it's still a bargain and, like the others, something of a giant-slayer against more expensive machines. Launched in late 1998, the T500 used the same tuning circuitry as the £400 CreekT43 (the one that replaced the T40). Given a decent aerial it sounded wonderfully open and transparent, yet even with a weak signal it still sounded good thanks to a special mono/ stereo mix system. With a hint of affordable esoterica about it, the popularT500 has something of a cult following. This has meant that even today there are a number of firms willing to 'supercharge' the venerable Cambridge - try Chevin Audio in Derbyshire for a serious upgrade to output stage and power supply (£150), to make this a real wolf 
"...fancy spending your money on something 
a little quirkier then consider the Creek T40."
in sheep's clothing. With build quality not up to Denon's standards or, indeed, that of newer Cambridge Audio products, the T500 can be troublesome. The power supply can play up and the spindly tuning knob can snap its board connection. Either way, the cost of repair may exceed the value of the tuner so tread carefully.Our final tuner bargain comes from yet another British audio stalwart. In the late 1990's Arcam's Alpha 10 tuner attracted much

Above: Denon TU260L IIattention. Beginning the first domestic DAB tuner sold in the UK, that's hardly surprising. Yet it's not the l 0, but the Alpha 7 that we're considering here. Priced at £230 at its launch in 1996, this fine tuner is now easily available for £50. We've even seen them for as little as £30, which has to be worth it, even if you only ever listen to one concert on Radio 3.The sound quality is smooth and on the warmer side of neutral. It's not as revealing as theT500, but if you're system is already on the lean-sounding side this might not be a bad thing. It's hard to go wrong buying a secondhand Alpha 7 tuner. The front panel can crack and discolour and the display can drop digits. Other than that there's little to worry about. Heck, we even saw one at a dealer for £45, giving you further peace of mind. If you're feeling particularly lazy, remote controls can be had for around £20.

FM may be deeply unfashionable these days, but for the initiated it only means there are some stunning bargains available secondhand. Despite costing up to £230 new, these tuners are now available for a quarter, or less, of that today. Genuine hi-fi forthe price of a concert ticket7 These four give you just that, and then some. HFC
Dominic Todd

Next month, £3,000 CD players

■ TSDO

Above: The Cambridge Audio T500

124 HI-FI CHOICE 'eptember 2008



hifisound
THE BEST NEW PREMISES IN THE NORTH EAST 

OPEN 5TH JULY 2008

all images taken on location at

Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees TS18 1BZ 
0845 6019390

ivid, Chord, EAR, Estoteric, Martin Logan, Michell, NAIM, Pathos, Sugden, SME, Usher and many more



Heatherdale
eaudio limited

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BNl 4 OEJ 
Web: ^^w.hifi-stereo.com

E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com 
Telephone: 01903 872288 

Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

Speakers
Acoustic Zen surround system, new (£7845) only £5875
B&W ASW 4000 sub woofer £795
B&W DM1800 speakers with stands £195
B&W DM640 Floor standers £295
Quad 21 L speakers, floor standers £350
New Acoustic Zen Adajio speakers £3125
New Alamarro M3 speakers £2695
Hales Transcendence 5 speakers £2895
Mordaunt Short MS5-40 speakers
Acoustic Zen Adagio Junior speakers + stands, new £2500
Acoustic Zen Adagio center speaker + stand £1625
Mission 753 speakers £349
Ruark Templars, boxed £245

Pre-Amps
Mark Levinson Model 40 processor/Pre Amp
fac sealed (cost new over £30,000) £15000
Audio Note MB pre-amp with phone/remote
Wavac PR-Tl 3 box pre amp as new. (£23500)
Proceed PAV pre-amp £495

Amplifiers
Wavac MD- 805M monos (£16500) AS NEW only £7950
Goldmund SRM-250 mono's (£6590) new £4995
John Shearne Phase 2 integrated amp £395
Kora triode 1OOSB mono power amps (pair) £3495
Bel Canto EVO 2 power amp £1295
Roksan Caspian mono blocks superb/boxed £1295
Yamaha DSP-E800 processor/3 eh amp £175
Audio Note Zero pre-amp with monoblocks (ex demo) £795

CD Players & DAC's

DEFINITIVE AUDIO
Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

ITEM DESCRIPTION SALE NEW

Kondo KSL M77 preamplifier. Immaculate condition. Boxed with certificate. £15k
B&W DM2 loudspeakers. 1970s.Good working order. £100 -
Linn Kairn Pre-amplifier c.15 years old with remote control, box, manual.. £400 -
Linn Karik CD player c. 15 years old with remote control, box, manual. £300 -
Michell Gyro. Smoked perspex lid/ bronze.Approx 9 years old. Particularly nice cond. £600 -
Horning Agathon Gold loudspeakers with Lowther PM4 Alnico drivers. Natural Oak. 

KSL-Kondo Gakuon 211 mono amplifiers. (Yr. 2000).Big,ocean liner of an amplifier.

£3000 c. £7500

Masculine and pout-inducing. £21k £65000

KSL-Kondo Ml 00 DAC. Predecessor of KSL-DAC. Add a CEC transport 

and heaven is yours.

Western Electric Gotham type 39 mono amplifiers. SO watts of 300B in Class A.

£7000 -

Beefcake with manners. £4000 £10000

Audio Innovations series 300 MKll integrated amplifier. 12 watt Class A ECL86 

with phone. Nice with Lowther drivers. £300 -
Pure Sound CO player,valve output stage, ex-demonstrator,as new. £500 £900

Art Audio Quintet.Shiny EL34 Class A' integrated.As new, ex-dem. £2000 £3850

Art Audio Concerto integrated.Shiny triode 6550 integrated.Beefy sound. As new. £3000 £4400

Sugden CD 21 Just serviced by Sugden. Excellent condition. £500 £1100

Pioneer Precision F504 RDS tuner. Beautiful sound for the Radio 3 addict. £300 -
Teac P700 transport. Bit scruffy but will do the job.Give-away at this price. £200 —

SJS Arcadia model 1 pre amplifier.AN Japan manque. Hard wired purist line pre-amp.

Lots of serviceable quality, not much outlay.

SJS Arcadia model 2 pre amplifier.As above but built in full copper chassis.

Copper sub chassis. Hard wired with silver,Cerafine reservoir caps.

£500

Panasonic volume pot. Sophisticated and luxurious sound. Rare bird. £1000
Croft Epoch preamplifier. Hard wired, inc' phono stage. Excellent sound. £800
Border Patrol 3008 SE 4 weeks use - as new. £3000 £5750

Audio Innovations P2 phone stage with Border Patrol upgrade. Sought after 

pre-amp with big reputation.

£900 -

Lavardin PE Reference line pre-amplifier -1 lady driver - as new. £1000 £2400

Finite Elemente Pagode Master Reference turntable wall shelf. Brand new, boxed. £600 £1400

Magnum Oynalab MD10 surround sound decoder. £1000 £2400

Mactone 6550 Integrated amplifier. Ex dem.

Avid Diva TIT with Rega fitting kit.SME mount as standard.

£2000 £6500

£1200+£60 for Rega arm kit April 2007. Hardly any use. £600 £1260

ART Stilleto 6 Maple. Boxed. Excellent condition. £800 £2000

Martin Logan Aerius i with Oak sides. Lovely condition, boxed.Give-away. £1000 £3500

Esoteric x-03 SE (new) POA
Goldmund Eidos 18 CD/SACD player (£3195) NEW £2495
Marantz CD-873 CD player £65

Miscellaneous
l soclean Power 50A 111 US power block/filter, new £850
Sony FM/AM ST-SE370 tuner £75Aiwa AD-F450 cassette deck £45 
Technics ST-61 OL tuner £65
Sony ST-SE570 tuner £60
Winds electronic stylus gauge £425
Revox B760 tuner £195

T.+44 (0) 115 973 3222 E.shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
www.deflnitiveaudio.co.uk

Selection NEW Madrigal CZ gel balanced interconnect@ 30% discount

Turntables and associated gear
Dynavector 507 Mk. 2 arm (new) £1995

Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers Avdivnvte, Efvterii ffvlxanv Yilletri foeakerf.

stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com
mailto:E.shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.deflnitiveaudio.co.uk


High End Cable
^^w.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880 
Free P&P worldwide on all interconnects

Argento Audio 
Analysis Plus 
Audience
Chord Company 
Ecosse
Furutech
Hovland 
Nordost
MIT
Oehlbach 
Purist Audio Design 
Stereovox 
Townshend
True Colour Industries 
van den Hui
Wyre wizard 
IsoTek

iableSpike
STAX

HDMICables

The Rock V turntable

Universal speaker cradles
Sele^ed HI-FI equipment

Accessories
Acoustic Resonators 
Bel Canto
Leema Acoustics 
STAX headphones 
Echo Busters
MovingCoil _ „Lyra -Ortofon -Sumiko
Component cables
Digital Cables 
Optical Cables 
S video 
SCART 
Firewire 
XLR cables 
Sub woofer cables 
Chord iPod cables 
Nordost iPod cables 
DIN cables 
Chord cables for Nairn 
Mains & Power cables
Jumpers 
Up to 25% Trade in

[vêRDOsrl

audiertce
New AU24e

ARGENTO AUOtO

Townshend Audio

FURUTGCH

ECOSSEIsroTek
A Soueut i '«»Hird 1®ca

PRO«SERIES

y
CableSpike

HOVLAND I
C OM r A N V

pOcsHLBACHI
k/fii'À'./ J '/"</> <

Previously owned cables. Reference cables inciude free Bum In.

the absolute sound'
2007 Golden Ear 

Award Winner

MIT Oracle MA loudspeaker cable: 
2007 Golden Ear Award winner.
"Instrumental images within the 

soundstage were presented 
with more air and space around 

them...Had I not heard the Oracle MA, 
Magnum MA would be my reference."

Robert Harley—The Absolute Sound

A masterful cable that will cause a stir.

Distributed by:

Xudiobility

PMIT Music Interface Technologies"
P.O. Box 988, Cheltenham, Glos., GL50 9FJ 

www.audiobility.co.uk 

www.mitcables.co.uk

Telephone: 0870 777 2991

w.highendcable.co.uk
http://www.audiobility.co.uk
http://www.mitcables.co.uk


THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words, 

remembering to include your phone number and county. The simplest 
way to send your ad is via emai I to: hifidassifieds@futurenetco.uk.
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 
2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. Please note that this service 
is open to private advertisers only.

FOR SALE
ARCAM ALPHA 9 integrated 
amplifier, £100. Arcam Alpha 9 
power amplifier, £100. Denon 
TU-260 II tuner, fSO. Audioquest 
Indigo bi-amp cable, 3.5m, £50. 
All in excellent condition.
01923 243043 (Herts).
ARCAM A70 amplifier, hardly 
used, boxed, mint, £350. Chord 
Rumour 2 speaker cable, eight 
metre pair, £39. Chord Crimson 
interconnects, boxed, £19. 
01903 243806 (W. Sussex) 
AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI 
amp, silver, mint condition, 
boxed, £200. 07881 553117 
(SW London).
AVI LAB SERIES Integrated with 
phone stage, excellent condition, 
with original box and manual, 
£850. 0779S 652876 (Bucks) 
B&W 684 floorstanders, one 
month old, five-year warranty, 
can demo. (£699) bargain at 
£500.Move forces sale.
01274 541282 (W. Yorks)
B&W DM7 MK 1 speakers, 
£70. Lumley Reference LVl, 
new Mui lards just fitted, £250. 
0191 417 1669 (after 6pm) 
(Tyne and Wear).
BELDEN 83803 mains cable, 
1.5 metres with Clipsal and 
Wattgate 320i plugs, as used 
on Clearer Audio. Two available, 
£60. 01639 774144 (S. Wales). 
CAMBRIDGE DVD79 DVD 
player, Cambridge Azur 540R-S 
AV Receiver, Gale 3050 mid
speaker, Gale Storm 10 active 
subwoofer, assorted cables, £250 
the lot. slest@glamchick.eclipse. 
co.uk (Exeter).
CLASSIC AMPS Pioneer A88x, 
£190. Rogers Ravensbourne, £60, 
unused. Speakers: Wharfedale 
708s (black), £145. Goodmans 
'Imagio' IClOOs, £85, mint, 
boxed. Various quality 

interconnects. Tel 07837 188670 
(Essex).
CYRUS CD8X/ PSX-R Silver 
finish, immaculate condition, 
£700. 01424 442225 or 
07910 224018 (E. Sussex).
CYRUS DAC X quartz silver, 
as new, boxed, instructions, 
18 months old, £650 ono. 
01422 885440 (W Yorks) 
KEF C95 speakers. Matched 
pair in immaculate condition. 
Floorstanding. Teak finish. 
Beautiful sound, £120 ono. 
01842 862979. 
lands@onetel.com (Suffolk). 
KRELL FPB300CX in mint 
condition (unused), only 
taken out of the box for photo. 
220v-50Hz £4,600 and 
shipping. For more details 
ewadv@hotmail.com (Israel). 
LINN LP12 (1996), Basik LXV, 
Elektra (new), serviced and reset, 
£449. 07891 700542 or 01352 
714568 (Flintshire).
MANA 5 TIER rack, £350. 
Nairn Aro tonearm, £300. Linn 
LP12 with Mantra power supply, 
£300. Nairn NATO1, £400. 
07831 745391 (Berks).
MANA MINI TABLE, £5O. 
Pro-Ject phone box, £25. 
01323 723292 (E Sussex).
MARANTZ SA-15 SI SACD 
player, mint, boxed, manual and 
remote. Genuine reason for sale, 
£799 ono. 07708 431963 
(Cheshire).
MARK LEVINSON 390S CD 
player, all original, box, manual, 
still under guarantee, 
07920 538813 (London) 
MARTIN LOGAN SEQUEL 2 
electrostatic hybrid speakers, 
only £850. Sansui TU-719 classic 
analogue tuner, £65. Yamaha 
KX-580 cassette deck, £50.
All superb condition sonically/

/cosmetically. 07853 498379 
(E. Sussex).
MclNTOSH MCD201 CD/
SACD player, excellent condition 
with manufacturer's warranty, 
£2,400. Shunyata Hydra-2, 
£240. Shunyata power cables, 
£120 each. 07810 434589 
(Glasgow).
MICHELL ORBE SE (DC 
version), Origin Live Encounter 
Mkll. Ortofon Rohman cartridge. 
All mint, boxed, £2,400. Buyer 
collects. 01384 394441 
(W. Mids).
MISSION 782 floorstanding 
loudspeakers, beech finish, 
boxed, immaculate condition, 
£200ovno. 01689 828680 
(Kent).
MONITOR AUDIO GOLD
Signature 10 speakers, piano 
black finish, six months old, mint 
condition, boxed, manual c/w 
Atacama SE6 stands, £400. 
07941 174804 evenings (Berks).
MUSICAL FIDELITY AS CD 
player, as new (not yet run in).
Going over to vinyl, £900, no 
offers. 01268 415 017 (Essex).
MUSICAL FIDELITY KWDM25
CD player, mint, £2,500 ono. 
Cyrus DAC XP, £l,200 ono. 
01744 782173 (Merseyside).
MUSICAL FIDELITY ELECTRA 

BUYING TIPS
Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 
component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller 
as well as the goodsl

El01 integrated amp. Pro-Ject 
Xpressionl turntable, unused. 
Both in perfect condition. 
07762 021618 (E Sussex).
MUSICAL FIDELITY MVT and 
Pl70 pre/power amplifiers, c/w 
power supply, £349 ono.
Celestion SL600 speakers, £299. 
All boxed, excellent condition.
Carnival Silver Plus cables, 2.8m 
bi-wire, £79 pr. 01984 640588 
(Somerset).
MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA 
3D CD player, in mint condition 
and owned from new, boxed with 
manuals, controls, fl,250. 
01303 863424 (Kent)
NAIM 150 Power amp, NAC112 
Preamp, CDS player, NATOS 
remote control tuner. Little 
used, mint, manuals, £1,850 
the lot. Hutter black storage 
system, £240. ProAc Studio 1 
speakers and stands, £270. 
020 8977 6433 (Surrey).
NAO 352 amplifier and NAD 
542 CD player for sale, excellent 
condition, £300 together or 
£175 for amp and £150 for 
CD player. 07940 659384 
(E. Sussex).
NAIM COX serial no.1S28S6, 
excellent condition, boxed.
Nairn NAC82 serial no. 180328, 
excellent condition, boxed.
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new kit, including...
® Audio Technica ATH-WSOOO headphone
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CONTRIBUTORS
Richard Black, Alvin Gold, Stuart Harrison, Jason Kennedy, Paul Messenger, 
Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast Malcolm Steward, Phil Strongman, Dominic 

Todd, Nigel Williamson, Paul Ellis Photography Adrian Lyon Group Senior Editor Nick Merritt Group Art Editor Ian Miller Creative Director Robin Abbott Design Director Matthew Williams Editorial Director Jim Douglas

Ad Director Matthew Tasker, 
020 7042 4263 mtasker@futurenet.co.uk Senior Advertisement Manager Angela Brown, 
020 7042 4253 abrown@futurenetco.uk Account Manager Brad Francis, 

020 7042 4255 brad.francis@futurenetco.uk Sales Executive Laura Joseph, 
020 7042 4254 laura.joseph@futurenetco.uk Classified Sales Executive Ben Keightley, 
020 7042 4262 bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk. Inserts and Direct Marketing Manager Nick Weatherall 

020 7042 4155 nick.weatherall@futurenetco.uk London Sales Director Malcolm Stoodley, mstoodley@futurenet.co.ukPIu s... V
Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, not to mention the latest 
hi-fi news, views and features ... And much, much more!
BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL Hl•FI

Marketing Manager Libby Latter, llatter@futurenetco.ukBrand Marketing Director Matt Woods, mwoods@futurenet.co.uk

CIRCULATIONCirculation Manager John Beeson, jbeeson@futurenet.co.uk Circulation & Trade Marketing Director Rachael Cock, 
rcock@futu renetco.uk

ULTIMATE BROUP TEST>> AMPLIFIERS

PRINT & PRODUCTIONProduction Manager Ralph Stringer, rstringer@futurenetco.uk Production Coordinator Roberta Sanders, rsanders@futurenetco.ukSenior Ad Production Coordinator Gemma O'Riordan, 
goriordan@futurenetco.ukHead of Production Richard Mason, rmason@futurenetco.uk

LICENSING Head of International Licensing Tim Hudson, 
+44(0)1225 442244 thudson@futurenetco.uk

FUTURE PUBLISHING LIMITEDGroup Publisher Andy Ford, andy.ford@futurenetco.ukChief Operating Officer Simon WearChief Executive Robert Price

® Cambridge Audio Azur 840v2
® Creek Destiny
® Cyrus 6vs2

a UK hotline on +44 (0)870 837 4722Subscripe online at www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk

BACK ISSUESfit +44 (0)870 837 4722
Prices: UK £5.95 per issue, Europe £6.95 per issue, 

rest of the world £7.95 per issue

Distributed in the UK by Seymour Distribution Ltd, 
2 East Poultry Avenue, London ECIA 9PT. Tel: 020 7429 4000Cambridge Audio ' interconnects worth 

। £60 when you 1 subscribe this months
Future produces carefully targeted special-interest magazines, websites and 

events for people who share a passion. We publish more than 170 magazines 
and websites and 100 international editions of our titles are published worldwide. 

Future plc is a public company quoted on the London Stock Exchange 
(symbol:FUTR).<H> www.futureplc.com

Chief Executive Stevie Spring Non-executive Chairman Roger Parry Croup Finance Director John Bowman s +44 (0)020 7042 4000 (London) a +44 (0)1225 442244 (Bath)

SEE PAGE 84 FOR DETAILS

Give this form (or a photocopy) to your local newsagent to guarantee your own copy of 

Hi-Fi Choice reaches you every month

Future
MC0IA WITH PASSION

PLEASE RESERVE ME A COPY OF HI-FI CHOICE EVERY MONTH

Name

Address, Future

Postcode

techradarcam
To the i» Contact your magazine wholesaler to order Hi-Fi Choice

When you have finished with this magazine please recycle it.

130 HI-FI CHOICE | septernber 2008

The text paper in this magazine is totally chlorine free.
The paper manufacturer and Future Publishing have been 
independently certified in accordance with the rules of 
the Forest Stewardship Council

Contact telephone no

mailto:dgeorge@futurenetco.uk
mailto:cskeggs@futurenetco.uk
mailto:rholliss@futurenetco.uk
mailto:hifisub@futurenetco.uk
mailto:mtasker@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:abrown@futurenetco.uk
mailto:brad.francis@futurenetco.uk
mailto:laura.joseph@futurenetco.uk
mailto:bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:nick.weatherall@futurenetco.uk
mailto:mstoodley@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:llatter@futurenetco.uk
mailto:mwoods@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:jbeeson@futurenet.co.uk
renetco.uk
mailto:rstringer@futurenetco.uk
mailto:rsanders@futurenetco.uk
mailto:goriordan@futurenetco.uk
mailto:rmason@futurenetco.uk
mailto:thudson@futurenetco.uk
mailto:andy.ford@futurenetco.uk
http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
http://www.futureplc.com


[ 2nd Hand Hi^Fi Buyer] Private ads

FOR SALE

Both items priced to sell. £750 each, or E 1,400 for both. 01509 260537 (Leics) 
NAIM NAIT 51 Integrated amplifier. Ex-demonstration model, boxed and in perfect condition. f450. 07736 28001B davidp.warren@ntlworld.com. (N. Yorks)
NAIM SYSTEM NA CDX2 CD player, E 1,450. NAC 282 pre amp, El,600. NAP 250-2 power amp, El,300. Hi-Cap power supply, ESOO. Owned from new. In excellent condition and boxed. 0161 973 2583 (Manchester) 
ONKYO DV-SP 503ES SACD/ DVD player, as new, boxed, ElOO ono. Linn Basik pickup arm, excellent condition, £75 ono. Audio-Technica AT-OClO moving coil cartridge, excellent condition boxed, £75 ono. sykesmodo@hotmai I.co.uk.
ORANGE AUDIO valve preamp, handmade in Germany with Sovereign Valves, Bartolomeo Aloia Transparenza ST-140 audio amplifier handmade in Italy, Magnum Dynalab FT-101 tuner, handmade in Canada. All items are finished black. Sensible offers only. 07730 808899 (Cobham, Surrey).
PMC GBl floorstanding speakers, cherry veneer, perfect condition, superb build and sound, roomfriendly size, huge saving on new, (El,145) £595. 01462 680262 (Herts) 
PRIMARE 30.1 amplifier, excellent condition, boxed, instructions, £450. 01255 675115 (Essex).
•——————————————————————————————————.

I HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENTTo submit your advert to us, please email hificlassifieds@futurenetco.uk or alternatively, use the postal form■' G : below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly J also include your telephone number and home county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.
I Name Advertisement
I Address_______________________________ ___________________________________

Daytime telephone
Date________________________________

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW

REGA APOLLO CD player, silver, mint condition, E375ono. ATC SCM 10 excellent mini-monitor loudspeakers, walnut, vgc, £225. 01480 860075 (Cambs).
ROGERS LS3/ 5A loudspeakers with matching stereo ABl subwoofer/stands (E 1,200), £600. Vintage AKG Cl2A nuvistor microphone, variable polar diagram, perfect working order. 0131 551 6123 (Edinburgh).
ROKSAN KANDY MKlll silver, £350. Bowers and Wilkins 804S, new in box, still under warranty, El,900 ono. Marantz CD-63 Kl Sig, £250. Marantz CD-17 Kl Sig, silver, latest spec, £400. 020 8684 1274 (Surrey).
RUARK EQUINOX speakers, Piano black finish. In very good condition, these high-end speakers sound and look superb. (£2,200). Bargain at £680. 01252 870861 or 07812 914460 (North Hampshire).
PAIR OF SONY SS-X70ED floorstander 150 watts maple speakers. Excellent condition, £275 ono. 01223 361598 (Cambs).

PRO-JECT DEBUT Ill, £60.Celestion SL6 loudspeakers, £130. Kenwood 3090 minidisc player, £60. Sugden C51 /P51 

amplifiers, £250. Sony Professional Walkman, needs attention 01708 457691 (Essex).
SONY DVP-NS999ES DVD/ CD/SACD player, progressive scanning, champagne gold finish, ES build quality, excellent condition, (El,000) £350. 01243 528010 (W Sussex).
SONY TA-F3000ES Esoteric series amplifier, exc++, boxed, £195. Heybrook HBSl speaker stands, suit larger standmounts, exc, £30. NAO 4020A FM/AM tuner, £25. All prices plus carriage. 01706 345418, mail@rodtheobaId.force9.co.uk. (Lanes).
SOUNDCARE captive spikes. Suit floorstanders. Fantastic upgrade, all the benefits of spikes without the damage । Ideal for wooden floors/ carpets. (£70), f40. 01235 762171 (Oxon) 
SPENDOR S6 loudspeakers, three years old, hardly used, boxed. f600 ono. Nordost Blue Heaven interconnect, £40. 07854 160942 (Lanes) 
SUGDEN A21AL Class A amp, 

excellent condition, factory serviced, original packing, £525. 01403 255153 richermail@aol.com (W. Sussex).

SUMO ATHENA AND POLARIS Class AB pre and power amps, classic sound, 150W per channel, £900 pair. Meridian 200/203 CD transport and DAC, f500 pair. 07801 917291 (Berks).
UNISON RESEARCH hybrid valve system. Unico Secondo 120W/ch integrated amplifier, Unico CD player, Unico R AM/FM/RDS tuner. Mint, with boxes, f2,500 (may split). Spare Quad 99, Primare CDI 10 remote controls. 023 8073 8935 (Hants).
UNISON RESEARCH Smart 845 SET monoblocks (pair) E 1,550; Avalon NP2 Evolution loudspeakers fl,200; Graaf WFB- One valve phono/line preamplifier £795; Moth RCM £50. 01923 219711 (Watford) 
VINCENT CD 53 CD player, silver finish, one month old, XLR/RCA outputs, clean open sound, (£800) sale price ESOO. 07727 244348 (Kent)
WHARFEDALE EVO 30 floorstanders, maple, mint, £475. Matching centre channel free with purchase of main speakers. Arcam ASS, stereo amp, silver, mint, £475. All for £950. 086 8543102 (Wexford, Ireland).
WANTED Audiolab SOOOP power amp, 'E' serial number, with manual and box. Also Chord Odyssey 2 speaker cables 2x3m, Chord Chameleon Silver Plus interconnect (RCA) and PMC DBl speaker wall brackets wanted. 01234 302769 (Beds)
WANTED Music library, LPs and 10" records from the 1960s and 1970s and related catalogues. 07807 866672 (Northants).
WANTED Top-quality hi-fi seperates and complete systems: Nairn, Linn, Cyrus, Meridian, Arcam etc. Fast, friendly response and willing to travel/pay cash. 07815 892458 (Essex) 
WANTED Reggae and Ska 45s and LPs - 1960 to 1980. Condition immaterial if priced accordingly. Any quantity from l to 1,000. de.koningh@virgin.net 01732 832452 (Kent)
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We’re not trying to give the most. We’re trying to lose 

the least. That was John Bowers’ philosophy 40 years 
ago, and it lives on in our new 600 Series. Speakers that 
neither add to, nor take away from, the original sound. That 
requires world-class science - and extremely experienced 
ears. Because once we’ve selected exactly the right 
components, we begin the long, careful process of tuning. 
Listening and refining, over and over. Until the frequencies 
combine to conjure a sound so true, so alive, you want to 
reach out and touch it. Dr John Dibb, Senior Development 
Engineer and Fellow of the Society of Sound, on the new 
600 Series.
Visit the Society of Sound at www.bowers-wilkins.com

B&W Bowers&Wilkins
Listen and you’ll see

http://www.bowers-wilkins.com
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