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sonic substance, seductive style.......

Here it is in black and white. The first miniature speaker system with high-end sound for music and movies. 
Dome is available in 2.0, 2.1 and 5.1 packages to suit any application. Price range from £499 to £1499.

Experience Dome here:
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Basingstoke
2 Feathers Lane 
01256 324311

Brentwood 
30 Crown St 
01277 264730

Brighton
69 London Rd 
01273 609431

Bristol
65 Park St 
0117 9264975

Camberley 
173 London Rd 
01276 685597

Cardiff
134 Crwys Rd 
02920 228565

Cheltenham
38 Winchcombe St 
01242583960

Egham
11 Charter PI 
01784 470881

Epsom
l5 Upper High St 
01372 748888

Portsmouth
29 London Rd 
023 92663604

Reading
4 Queens Walk 
0118 9585463

Southampton 
12 Hursley Rd 
023 80252827

Swansea
9 High St 
01792 474608

Swindon 
60 Fleet St 
01793 538222

Worcester 
The Trinity 
01905 619059

www.audio-t.co.uk www.audio-excellence.co.uk

http://www.audio-t.co.uk
http://www.audio-excellence.co.uk


DOME"

Satisfaction guaranteed.....

As with many things, when considering loudspeakers, bigger is often perceived to be 
better. However, provided you know what to do with it, speaker technology can allow a 
seemingly impossible level of performance to be achieved in a small - but perfectly 
formed - package.
Dome is the most compact speaker that Focal have ever produced, and no effort has 
been spared to ensure they have the sonic qualities to match their stunning aesthetics. 
Solid aluminium cases, deep gloss black or white finish, supreme 
versatility; Dome has style and genuine sonic substance, the ability 
to both confound and delight. Dome will amaze you as the first 
go-anywhere miniature speaker system to make every moment 
listening a true pleasure.

Size is not important. Make beautiful music.... FOCAL
the Spirit of Sound

Focal UK 0845 660 2680 info@focal-uk.com www.focal-dome.co.uk

mailto:info@focal-uk.com
http://www.focal-dome.co.uk


>>>> take me to your leema cccc

From the Valleys - to the Universe...
England
Audio Affair
Birmingham B9 4AA
T 0800 520 0710
www.audioaffair.co.uk
support@audioaffair.co.uK

Audio Destination
Tiverton De.c- EX16 6BL
T 01884 243 584
www.audiodesttnation.co.uk
info@audiodestination.co uk

Analogue Seduction 
Peterborougn PE7 8DD 
T 01733 344768
www.analogueseduction.net 
sales@analogueseduction net

Basically Sound & Vision 
Reymerstcn Norfolk NR9 4OD 
T 01362 820800
www.basicallysound.co.uk 
enquiries@basicallysound.co uk

Cool Gales Ltd
Bath Wiltshire BA 2 6LU 
T; 0800 043 6710 
www.coolgales com 
admin@coolgales.com

Cymbiosis
Leicester LE 1 5AW
T. 0"6 262 3754
www cymbiosis.com
peter@cymbiosis.com

Fusion
Wickham Market Suffolk IP13 GAB
T- 01728 7484?:
www.fusionsv.co.uk
enquiries@fusionsv.co.uk

Oxford Audio Consultants
Oxford 0X1 UD
Tel: 01865 790879
www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
info@oxfordaudio.co.uk

Synergy AV Ltd.
Congletor. Cheshire CW12 UR
T: 01260-280017
www.synergyav.co.uk
mail@synergyav.co.uk

Northern Ireland
Kronos Audio Visual
Dungannon Co Tyrone BT70 1AR
T 028 8775 3606
www.kronosav.co.uk
neil@kronosav co.uk

Guildford Audio
Guildford Surrey GUI 2RR
T 01483 537577
www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk

Progressive Audio
Rainham Kent ME8 8QY
T: 01634 389004
www.progressiveaudio.co.uk
progressiveaudio@blueyonder.co.uk

The Green Room
Exeter. Devon E/2 8RG
T: 01392 425567
www.thegreenroomav.co.uk
info@thegreenroomav.co.uk

HighEndHiFi.co.uk
Spacing LncdnshTe PE11 2TA 

01775 761880 
www.highend-hifi.co.uk
djenvirogroup@btconnect.co.uk

R.J.F Audio Visual
Camborne. Cornwall TR14 8RE 
T 01209 710777
www.truesoundav.com
rjf@btconnect.com

Ultimate Home
Entertainment Solutions
Stroud Gloucestershire GL6 6YE
T 0845 678 0787
www.uhes.co.uk
sales@uhes.co.uk

KJ West One
London W1G STY
T 020 7486 8263
www.kjwestone.com
info@kjwestone.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Lncöln, Lincolnshire LN2 IHN
T: 01522 527397
www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
lincoln@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

VideoTech
Huddersfield Kirklees HDi 2PT
T. 01484 516670
david Jacques_3@msn.com

Scotland
Kevin Galloway Audio 
Kilmarnock. Scotland 
T 01563 574185
www.kevingallowayaudio.co.uk 
info@kevingallowayaudio.co.uk

Matt s HiFi - Salisbury 
Charltor-A’i-Samts
Wiitsh.re SP5 4H0 
T; 0:725 513510 
www.mattshifi.co.uk 
sales@mattshifi.co.uk

Music Matters. Solihull

West Midlands 392 8JL
T: 0121 742 0254
www.musicmatters.co.uk
solihull@musicmatters.co.uk

Visit:
Phone:
Email:

LEEMA ACOUSTICS

www.leema-acoustics.com 
+ 44 (0)1938 811900 

into@leema-acoustics.com

beautifully ENGINEERED SOUND
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This month sees the welcome return of two 
classic bits of hi-fi, the Sonus faber Minima 
Vintage (on pSO) and the Linn Classik (on 
p46), both of which are fine examples of the 
very best hi-fi money can buy. The timing of 
Linn's one-boxer couldn't be better, as it offers 
incredible value in these tougher times. 
Speaking of value, Richard Black has been

testing a £100 USB cassette deck, for those wanting to archive 
their old tapes, with some surprising results. And at the other end 
of the scale, our cover star, the Audio Research 
CDS proves that occasionally pushing the boat 
out really can pay sonic dividends. Read Jimmy
Hughes' fascinating, in-depth review on p42. Editor

WHY WE ARE 
N0.1 FOR HI-FI ...

Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 
most reliable, no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, reviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers who are the best audio journalists in the UK.

Our test regime is the most rigorous in the business and we are the 
only hi-fi magazine to offer 'blind' listening sessions, along with 
user-friendly laboratory tests in our six-way Ultimate Group Test.

That's why Hi-Fi Choice is..

The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

THE MOST RESPECTED 
NAMES IN HI-FI 
JOURNALISM...

PAUL MESSENGER
A former Hi-Fi Choice editor, Paul has 
been writing about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for more than 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of the world's 
most respected scribes and is 
undoubtedly the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

JIMMY HUGHES
With more than 40 years as an enthusiast 
under his belt, Jimmy is one of the 
country's best known hi-fi experts.
His knowledge of system matching, hi-fi 
tweaking and record collecting is 
unmatched in the industry.

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional musician, 
recording engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi^fr analyst to boot He 
has a knack for writing about complicated 
subjects in a readable way -and he only 
writes for Hi-Fi Choice.

MALCOLM STEWARD
Former editor of Hi-Fi Review magazine. 
Malcolm was one of the best known and 
most outspoken reviewers of the ’980s 
and 1990s. He currently edits hi-fi industry 
bible The British Audio Journal and also 
writes exclusively for Hi-Fi Choice.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been writing about his 
obsession for more than 2S years. In that 
time he has contributed his encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and several more 
besides). He is widely regarded as one of 
Britain's finest hi^fi reviewers.

ALAN SIRCOM
Alan began his journalistic career in the 
early 1990s. He brings his extensive hi-fi 
knowledge to Hi^Fi Choice in his role as 
Operations Editor and is always on hand 
to help with your questions and hi-fi 
related queries at hifisub@futurenet.co.uk

JASON KENNEDY
Jason Kennedy was a former editor of 
Hi-Fi Choice and spent an incredible 17 
years on the title. Now a freelance hi-fi 
journalist with a system that'll blow your 
socks off, he remains a key player in 
keeping Hi-Fi Choice great

DOMINIC TODD
A highly experienced journalist, Dominic's 
sharp ears and retail experience are a 
valuable mix for Hi-Fi Choice. Each month, 
Dom dispenses priceless second-hand 
buying advice that will save you time, 
money and a lot of legwork.

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and 
advice, Hi.fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and 
experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY 
AND GET A WYREWIZARD 
INTERCONNECT WORTH £95!
TURN TO P84 FOR DETAILS



HEADPHONES £200-£700
Audio-Technica ATH-WSOOO 

73 Beyerdynamic DT880 
7 3 Denon AH-DSOOO

Buy or sell your hi-fi in our special 
second-hand section...
124 2nd-hand shootout - this issue, 

floorstanders around £2,000
128 FREE Readers' classifieds

52

IN-
42
46
50

Ultimate guide to high-performance hi-fi 
and AV equipment, gathering together all 
our favourite products for you
Your shortlist starts here...

SOURCE COMPONENTS
94 CD players
96 DVD players
100 Vinyl
103 Radio tuners

Our regular information service, 
including back issues, dealers guide, 
and the latest subscription offer 
84 How to subscribe
87 Back issues

NEWS AND FEATURES

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

ROUND-UP

BUYER'S BIBLE

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

READER SERVICES

Contents
9 PRODUCT NEWS
The juiciest new fruit from the hi-fi tree
14 HAPPENINGS
Hot stories from around Planet Hi-Fi
16 DISPATCHES
The hi-fi commentators with clout
23 COMPETITION
Win a Pathos amplifier worth £1,535

24 UNDEERSTANDING-MUSIC^^TO
Part Two of our music server guide

DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS
Audio Research CDS CD player
Linn Classik Music one-box hi-fi system 
Sonus faber Minima Vintage 
loudspeaker
Meridian G08.2 CD player

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS £30-£120
64 Kimber Timbre 65
64 TCI Tiger II 65

November 2008 [Issue 312]

28 CHOICE CUTS
New music rated by our experts

30 CLASSIC ROCK
Classic Rock magazine's Geoff Barton 
defines the top rock albums of the '70s

35 CHOICE MAIL
A selection of your letters and emails

38 ASKALAN
New । Your hi-fi questions answered and 
your technical problems solved

57
58
61
62

Mission 792 loudspeaker
Marantz SA8003 CD/SACD player 
Ion Tape2PC USB cassette deck 
Logitech Squeezebox Duet network 
music player

Townshend Isolda DCTlOO 
van den Hui The Wave

77 Grado RS2
79 Sennheiser HD650
81 Ultrasone Pro75O

AMPLIFIERS
104 Stereo amps
106 AV amps

LOUDSPEAKERS
l 08 Stereo speakers
lll Subwoofers

ANCILLARIES
113 Headphones
114 Cables
115 Stands and supports

116 Glossary
117 Dealer Guide
123 Dealer Directory
130 What's coming up in the Awards issue 

on sale l 6th October
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FURUTECH
Pure Transmission Technology

Pel^^

Ag-12-L(L-DIN/RCA) Ag-12-R4 (RCA/RCA)

FI-5O(R) Piezo Ceramic Series IEC Connectors

Magnetically-Induced Distortion
— CES 2007 Best of Innovations Award winner

Those of you with vora

find this little gadget indi s

Ag-12 (DIN/RCA)

Pise Fattener

Ag-1 2 Phono Cable Se

Furutech's deMag Frees LPs, 
Optical Disc Media, 
Cables and Connectors of

DF-2 LP Flattener

cious appetites for vinyl will

R5w if the Furutech Ag-12 is the 
t phono cable on the market, but it's CHOICE 

he best I'vemeard, a fact made all the 
more meaningful by its mid-level price. It's 
one of the phono cables to beat, and it's 
affordable to boot."

Marc Mickelsoi dstage.com Reviewes Choice Award

Reference Series

" ••• The Furutech deStat- 
turned out to be a piece of 
tremendous value and it' II 
take permanent residence 
next to my turntable"
—John Potis 6moons

Brutus Award
Positive feed back online

»a»«.«»« " •••Furutech'scabies offer 
great transparency and 

purity, plus an uncanny abilty to 
block out noise and grunge"

— Chris Martens The Absolute 
Sound 2007
Editors Choice Awards

NEAT* Carefully chosen and tested "active" 
materials mechanically and electri­
cally damp Piezo connectors as they 
"interconvert" thermal, mechanical, 
and electrical energy for the finest 
Furutech Pure Transmission signal 
imaginable.

Furutech Pure Transmission Technology, improving every element of signal transmission, from the AC to the speaker
Connectors and Parts

Activ Distribution
Stoken Farm,
Steventon, Basingstoke, RG25 3BD
Tel :+44(0) 1256 391 210
www.activdistribution.com

Make a More Powerful Connection with Furutech!

CHOICE

Cables and Analog Accessories

Metropolis Music
Firgrove Business Park.
Firgrove Road. Cross in Hand.
Nr Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 ONL
Tel: +44(0) 1435 867 438
www.metropolis-music.co.uk

Furutech Co., Ltd. Tokyo Japan service@furutech.com www.furutech.com

dstage.com
http://www.activdistribution.com
http://www.metropolis-music.co.uk
mailto:service@furutech.com
http://www.furutech.com
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CAMBRIDGE AUDIO DACMAGIC
At an incredible £200, Cambridge Audio’s new DAC could be the saviour of ageing CD players

Cambridge Audio is no stranger to budget-breaking digital 
technology. When the company first resurfaced in the 1990s, 

one of its early successes was the DacMagic of 1994. It offered the sort 
of performance usually found in stratospherically high-end digital 
components for a real-world price. With changes in the hi-fi market 
making the digital converter less of a viable prospect, the DAC's 
popularity naturally waned in the late 1990s. However, the move from 
CD to downloading and the proliferation of high-quality gaming options 
has rekindled interest in the off-board converter and a slew of new, 
PC-ready digital products have recently emerged.

The Cambridge Audie DacMagic joins them. Once again, the product 
offers champagne performance on a beer budget. The new converter 
eschews high-end connections (such as ST optical or AES/EBU balanced 
digital inputs), but adds USB connection to the conventional S/PDIF 
and Toslink digital inputs. This allows the DacMagic to improve the 
sound of PC-based and networked music devices. Given the sudden 
proliferation of digital sources, the DacMagic also offers two switchable 
digital audio inputs and the USB socket connects to a PC without the 
need to upload driver software.

The processing itself is distinctly high end. It takes full advantage of 
Cambridge Audio's chumminess with Anagram Technologies, by featuring the 
Swiss company's Adapted Time Filtering system, which allows asynchronous 
upconverting of any datastream with a 16-24-bit word length and sampling 
between 32-96kHz, to full 24-bit precision and 192kHz sampling frequency. 
It does this thanks to twin Wolfson WM8740 converters in dual differential 
mode, hooked to a 32-bit Texas DSP. Claimed to be especially useful at 
reducing the effects of jitter from hard disk playback on PC sources.

Rare at any price - but certainly unique for the money - the DacMagic 
allows the user to select one of three filters - linear phase, minimum 
phase or 'steep' - to help the unit blend into a wide range of audio 
systems. The DacMagic also allows the user to invert or reinvert input 
phase to minimise recording problems. It outputs both single-ended 
phono and balanced XLR analogue audio, as well as pass-through S/PDIF 
and Toslink outputs for digital recorders.

The small, slimline DacMagic sits in a rigid, acoustically damped chassis and 
can be aligned vertically (in its plinth) or horizontally. And, we have one lined 
up for an exclusive first review in the next issue of Hi-Fi Choice.
Price £200 Due now a 08709 001000 » www.cambridgeaudio.com|

S Cambridge Audio



Servo Evolution - the world’s most advanced CD technology

»•ï 
Ì

Í
I

Have you heard the new groundbreaking SE CD players from Cyrus yet?
If you are considering investing in an audio component this year you simply have to hear how one of the three CD 
players based on the new SE platform will revolutionise your entire CD collection - Cyrus' website has the full story. 
Please call your nearest retailer, book a demonstration, bring yourfavourite discs and prepare to be amazed!

Ashford Soundcraft Hi-Fi 01233 624 441
Coventry Frank Harvey Hi-Fi 02476 525 200
Edinburgh James Morrow 0131 229 8777
Exeter Gulliford Hi-Fi 01392 491 194
Gateshead Lintone Audio 0191 477 4167
Guildford P J Hi-Fi 01483 504 801

Huddersfield Huddersfield Hi-Fi 01484 424 000
Islington Bartletts Hi-Fi 0207 607 2148
Manchester Practical Hi-Fi 0161 839 8869
Nottingham Nottingham Hi-Fi 0115 978 6919

Pinner Music Matters 0208 420 1925
Saffron Walden Chew & Osborne 01799 523728
Sheffield Moorgate Acoustics 0114 275 6048
Southport Southport Hi-Fi 01704 536 901
York Vickers Hi-Fi 01904 629 659

soundcrafthifi com 
hifix.co uk 
james-morrow.com 
gullifordhifi.co.uk 
lintone.co.uk 
pjhifi.co.uk 

huddersfieldhifi.co.uk 
bartlettshifi.com 

practicalhi-fi.co.uk 
nottinghamhifi.co.uk 
hatchend co.uk 
chewandosborne.co.uk 
moorgateacoustics.co.uk 
southporthifi.com 
vickers-hifi co.uk

HI-FI CHOICE

“It’s a revelation. Quite simply this player is astonishing. Not astonishing for the price, you understand, but astonishing: full stop.”
What Hi-Fi Sept 2008 CD6 SE

“A stunning product for the money, offering performance startlingly close to what one would expect for a player three or four times as much.” - Hi-Fi
Choice Sept 2008 CD8 SE

“The CD 6SE is a landmark product that redefines the performance level at its price point. If we could award more than five stars, we would.” What Hi-Fi 
EZZZZ3 Sept 2008 C D6 S E

"Timing, a traditional Cyrus strong suit, is immaculate here - each strum, pluck or hit starts and stops with great precision and easy fluidity, making light 
work of testing tempos or sudden changes of emphasis. There's an eye for detail the most nightmarish Sergeant-Major would be proud of, and the 
ability to lay the minutiae of a performance bare without ever losing sight of the performance as a whole. What Hi-Fi. com Sept 2008 CDXT SE

Researched, designed, manufactured and supported in the UK 
For more information please visit www.servo-evolution.com
Cyrus Audio Ltd, Huntingdon England, www cyrusaudio com +44 (0)1480 435577

morrow.com
gullifordhifi.co.uk
lintone.co.uk
pjhifi.co.uk
huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
bartlettshifi.com
fi.co.uk
nottinghamhifi.co.uk
co.uk
chewandosborne.co.uk
moorgateacoustics.co.uk
southporthifi.com
co.uk
http://www.servo-evolution.com
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SONY SCD-XA5400ES.•
It has been four years since Sony's flagship SCD-XA9000ES, enter the new SCO-XA5400ES

The SCD-XA5400ES is Sony's latest flagship CD/SACD player. 
the first of its kind to support HDMI and HATS (High Quality 

Digital Audio Transmission System), allowing unsullied DSD directly to 
a suitably equipped amplifier. HDMI is commonplace on DVD and Blu- 
ray players today, but is virtually unheard of in audio-only products. 
However, the connection allows for extremely high-resolution, copy­
protected multichannel audio along pure digital lines. This has been 
a long time coming, because Sony has been waiting for an HDMl- 
compatible amplifier to match.

Everything has been designed with best-possible audio in mind; 
even the chassis is a work of art, with a lot of design (and designer) 
DNA taken from the classic SCD-1. The player itself is both stereo and 
multichannel in design. Used as an analog player, it is purely stereo­
only, with balanced XLR and single-ended phono sockets for left and 
right channels. Through the HDMI connector, though, it can deliver 
either a stereo or multichannel output.

Sony's HATS concept has been used on several occasions prior to the 
SCD-XA5400ES, but to date has relied on the i.Link (also known as 
FireWire or IEEE 1394) connection. HDMI is a considerably wider 
bandwidth digital connection than the 'antiquated' i.Link (created in 

1995. the connection has a capacity of 3.2 gigabits per second, where 
HDMI takes that figure up to 10.2 gigabits per second). Running HATS 
on HDMI allows high-resolution multichannel datastreams to be passed 
from product to product without a problem and it even has enough 
capacity to allow comms and clock signals to be sent back and forth, 
which is why Sony claims industry-leading jitter reduction when this 
player is used in partnership with suitable amplifiers. It also allows a 
handshake to confirm the amplifier is capable of supporting a pure 
DSD datastream; if the link 'sees' an amp without that level of decoding 
power, the SCD-XA5400ES 'guesstimates' a 176kHz digital signal in 
place of pure DSD.

Remarkably, in a world where the Internet turns the tiniest leak into a 
torrent of disinformation, this product has remained a closely guarded 
secret. Precious little information has made it out of Sony and these 
specifications - although likely to match up with the end product 
- are subject to confirmation.

The ink may still be drying on the spec sheet, but we have managed 
to get one of the first players out of Japan. Watch out for a full review 
in the next issue on sale 16 October.
Mce £1,200 (a pprox) DueSe pt/Oct Ii 08705 111999 o ^w.sonyco.uk
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DALI LEKTOR

©
The new Lektor range by DALi features 
elements filtered down from the successful

PURE EVOKE FLOW
Two-and-a-half years in the making, Pure's Evoke Flow is the first truly 
'connected' radio, covering DAB/FM and Internet radio. Unlike many such

radios, Flow can filter and navigate through the potentially tens of thousands of 
Internet radio stations, thanks to an intuitive user interface on the radio itself and a 
seamless link to Pure's new 'Lounge' online Internet radio portal. The radio - and the 
Lounge web page - can also seamlessly cope with Listen Again material from the BBC. 
The WiFi Flow connects to your wireless internet router automatically and does not 
require an Ethernet link or a computer to access Internet-ready features (signing up to 
the free Lounge service is optional). Expect an in-depth review in the next issue.

middle-market Ikon series of loudspeakers. Designed 
in collaboration with the DesignNord agency, there 
will be seven models in the budget range, although 
only the entry-level standmount and two floorstanders 
will be available at launch. All feature a 28mm soft- 
dome tweeter with a powerful magnet, together with 
lightweight wood-fibre bass cones and laminated 
MDF cabinets.
Price (Lektor 1) £250 per pair; (Lektor 8) £1,000 per pair 

Due October st 08456 443537 »www.dali.dkPrice £150 Due September ss 08451 489001 » www.pure.com

SENNHEISER MX WIRELESS 1

©
Wuemcs systems are not new, but none have the 
potential audiophile credibility of the Sennheiser

MX Wireless 1. The earphones are entirely independent 
(like a Bluetooth headset), feature neodymium magnets
and receive signals overa 2.4GHz wireless digital link
from the transmitter. This unit can connect two people

TANNOY REVOLUTION
lacing key elements from the Revolution 
Signature range, these new speakers feature 

the company's distinctive Dual Concentric drivers
sitting in a new, ultra-rigid cabinet Its non-parallel 
trapezoidal construction helps retain a cool exterior 
finish, while also keeping internal resonance low. 
Aside from the cabinet, the big differences between 
these and the Revolution Signature models is the 
move to a rear-firing port and driver chassis 
grounding circuits.

Along with a centre channel speaker and 
subwoofer for home cinema, the Revolution series 
comprises a DC4 standmount, 
featuring a single lOOmm Dual 
Concentric titanium dome 
tweeter and a paper-pulp cone 
bass driver. This is joined by the 
DC4T floorstander, which 
adds a supplementary 
lOOmm bass driver using 
matched paper-pulp cones.

accepts a 3.Smm stereo headphone plug.

to the same wireless music source and supports on-the- 
move recharging. Optimised for iPod devices, the MX 
Wireless l system will work with any product that

Price (DC4) £350 per 
f)air; (DC4T) £600 per pair 
sa 01236 420199
• www.tanno y.corn

Price £300 Due now tit 01494 551551
I • www.sennheiser.co.uk
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DENON RCD-CX1/SC-CX101

©
Denon's latest all-in-one stereo system comprises the DCD-CX3 player and PMA-CX3 amp of last year in 
one box. The new RCD-CXl two-channel receiver supports CD and stereo SACD and features Denon's 
exotic AL24 processing, an AM/FM tuner and a 75-watt per channel stereo amplifier in one. A digital output 
and iPod dock control are also included. A two-way standmount SC-CXlOl loudspeaker joins the SACD receiver. 

The new reflex speaker design sports a 25mm soft dome tweeter and a 120mm mid/bass driver.
Price (CXl) £1,299; (CXlOl) £599 Due now m 01234 741200 • wwiw.aenon.co.uk

AUDIA FLIGHT PHONO

®
!3 car high-end hi-fi company Audia Flight 
has announced a new MM/MC two-box 
phono stage featuring a separate box for the twin­
transformer power supply, while the main amplifier 

circuits in the phono stage itself are claimed to sport 
a new generation of amplifier module known as MCF 
NG 1 technology. The RIM network is fully passive, 
however, and allows the user to tailor the phono to 
the cartridge, thanks to sixteen step adjustments for 
both capacitance and impedance.
Price: £2.750 Due now m 01233 511166
• www.auaia.it

MORDAUNT-SHORT 
MEZZOS

The Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 
range, has grown a new

floorstanding loudspeaker. The Mezzo 
8 is a true three-way loudspeaker 
design, featuring two of the company's 
165mm bass units and one l33mm 
midrange, all using the Continuous 
Profile Cone system These are 
partnered with a 25mm Aspirated 
Tweeter Technology high-frequency unit. 
Available in walnut or oak finish, the 
Mezzo 8 uses similar midrange isolation 
as found in the Performance 6 design. It 
also features a curved cabinet and high­
grade components throughout
Price £1,199 per pair Due autumn

£ www.ijjörd^ntehortcom

AUDIO RESEARCH DAC 7
Following the success of its one-box CD players (see our in-depth CD's review on page 42), Audio
Research has announced a digital to analogue converter, the DAC7. The new converter includes a USB 

port (alongside more conventional AES/EBU, phono coaxial and Toslink optical convertors) and features
phono and XLR outputs. The Burr-Brown chipset and ARC-designed output stage can support compressed 
MP3 files as well as PCM. This means the DAC7 is designed to help raise music servers and computer audio 
products to Audio Research levels.
Price £2,545 Due now s

REVO’S Pico RadioStation is 
the go-anywhere version of 
the company's Blik range. 
That makes it the world's 
first portable DAB/DAB+/ 
Internet radio 'hybrid'. The 
£170 Pico can access more 
than 11,000 Internet radio 
stations wirelessly, without 
need to connect to a PC.
S 01555 666161

AU DIO-TECH N IC A’S ATH-ES55 is a lightweight 
portable headphone system. It features a 
swivel, lock-folding mechanism, hairline 
finish aluminium housings and soft leather 
feel pads. The 40mm neodymium magnet 
drive units feature the company's CCAW 
bobbin-wound voice coils, to deliver a 
claimed frequency response from 
10Hz-25kHz. Price to be confirmed.
® www.atheadphones.com

TANGENT'S Trio is a high-quality £160 CD/ 
DAB table radio that can also act as an alarm 
clock. The Danish clock radio system is 
designed to be easy to use, features a five- 
watt amplifier, a single 75mm drive unit and
comes in a special 
limited edition 
finish... two natty 
shades of yellow or 
green, all wrapped 
in a wood cabinet.
Q 01494 551 551

XEARER AUDIO'S CopperLine Alpha mains 
cable is the entry-level model from the range. 
Despite costing from just £35, it is still entirely 
handmade and features ultra-high-purity 
copper conductors and a twisted geometry 
with cotton filler rods to overcome RFI 
problems. It also sports the company's new 
triple-layer 'triangle shielding technique' to 
help prevent RFI and EMI contamination. 
S 01702 543981

SIGNET by the Chord 
Company is said to be 
the world's first truly 
upgradable cable. For 
example, a one 
metre cable (£495) 
can be returned to
Chord's HQ and be fully rebuilt to the
specification of the one metre Signature Plus 
cable (£725). This upgrade includes a 
secondary silver-plated Teflon-insulated return 
connector and acrylic plug surround, which is 
claimed to markedly increase dynamics and 
coherence.
~ www.chord.co.uk

ERRATA Due to an oversight, the Best Buy 
badges were left off our review for both the 
PMC FBI ¡and OBl ¡speakers in HFC 311. 
Similarly, the Ed's Choice badge is also missing 
on our review of the Monitor Audio PL100 
speakers in HFC 310.

november 2008 | HI-FI CHOICE 13

wwiw.aenon.co.uk
http://www.auaia.it
http://www.atheadphones.com
http://www.chord.co.uk


£ ■■audiofile • ••
• •••

@ HAPPENINGS

Sony absorbs BMG 
©Sony has bought out partner BMG in a move that makes 

its new Sony Music Entertainment the second biggest 
player in the global music business. BMG, or Bertelsmann, sold 
its 50 per cent stake in the company to Sony for $900million, 
which, given this year's 16 per cent decline in CD sales, seems
like a good price for the German company. Sony BMG itself posted a $49million loss in the second quarter of

OCTOBER

3-5 High End 2008 Show
Iris Congress Hotel, Moscow, Russia 

www .hifishow.ru

12 Audiojumble 2008

The Angel Leisure Centre, 

Tonbridge, Kent 

wwwaudioiumble.co.uk

31-02 Stuff L've/What Hi-Fi Show
ExCeL London

www.bestofstuffco.uk

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2009

31-1 Smartlife North
Radisson Hotel

Manchester Airport 

www.chestergroup.org

20-22 Sound & Vision: The Bristol Show 
Marriot City Centre Hotel

Bristol

BS l 3AD

www.bnstolshow.co.uk

MARCH

28-29 London High Fidelity Show
Park Inn

Heathrow Airport 

wwwchestergroup.org

JUNE

13-14 Northern High Fidelity Show
Radisson SAS

Manchester Airport 

www.chestergroup.org

SEPTEMBER

18-20 London Sound and Vision
Park Inn

Heathrow Airport 

www.chestergroup.org

NOVEMBER

14-15 Smartlife Scotland
Thistle Hotel

Glasgow

www.chestergroup.org

2008, down from a profit a year earlier.
Sony's chief executive officer Howard Stringer, said the move will "provide a deeper integration between 

the music company and Sony products," which makes the likelihood of Sony becoming a competitor in the 
download market very high_ The buy-out follows years of in-fighting between the two companies and will 
see artists including Bruce Springsteen, Beyonce and Justin Timberlake falling into the new company's roster.

Big guns

©
PMC is going on the road, taking its 'big guns' 
on a tour of dealer's demo rooms around the 
country. If you have ever wondered what serious 
loudspeakers, such as the "new and phenomenal 
MB2XBDi", sound like in the flesh, now is your 

opportunity to find out. The new i series range will 
also be demonstrated at the following dealers with a 
music evening kicking off each week, where you can 
quiz the PMC boffins. The dates and dealers are: 
26 Sep-01 Oct, Home Media; 02-08 Oct, Audio 
Excellence; 09-15 Oct, Audio T; 15-22 Oct, Billy Vee;
22-29 Oct, Audiofile; 29 Oct-5 Nov, Basically Sound & Vision; 05-12 Nov, Soundcraft. See the www.pmc-speakers. 
corn website for information on how to receive a free gift when you attend one of these events.

SACD ups and downs
Hyperion's Simon Perry cites 
declining sales as the reason 

for its abandoning SACD production 
in the UK, whereas company’s like 
Reference Records in the US are 
embracing the audiophile format.

Reference has been offering 
downloads on its HRx format, which 
are 176.4k PCM files but has joined 
the SACD fraternity with a print of 
its popular Tutti! orchestral sampler.

This is pressed in Japan by Sony 
in co-operation with Naxos and is 
a hybrid disc with HDCD encoding 
of the CD layer. Reference plans 
to release a collection called 
Mephisto & Co by the Minnesota 
Orchestra as its next SACD. 
The label claims that its recent 
technical advances allow it to 
transfer high-res PCM material 
to DSD without the usual |

compromises in sound quality.

I
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Pure hits two million sales

®
P !'? has sold two million DAB radios. The digital radio pioneer claims to be the 
first to reach the milestone - an achievement made only 18 months after 1t hit

the one million mark (and that took six years to achieve) According to Tony Moretta 
at the DRDB (Digital Radio Development Bureau), Pure has "pioneered DAB 
in the UK and have consistently produced innovative, high-quality 
products creating a new and trusted consumer electronics brand 
in a short period.'

pv1* ii&

General manager at Pure, Paul Smith commented: 
"Pure's drive in the growing DAB digital radio market 
continues with a number of new products 
announced recently. We also have a 
number of very exciting and ground' 
breaking products coming out this 
year and next, combining DAB with 
wi-fi technology, which is sure to 
accelerate the take up of both DAB 
and connected radios."

I -

RIP Jerry Wexler

©
The man credited with coining the term ‘rhythm
and blues' has died at the age of 91. Jerry Wexler 

was a journalist at Billboard in the 1940s, but went to 
MGM in 1951 before moving onto Atlantic Records as a 
partner. There he worked with Ray Charles, persuading 
him to abandon attempts at sounding like Nat King 
Cole in order to make hits like I Got A Woman. He also
signed Aretha Franklin and produced her first hit single I Never Loved a Man (The 
Way I Love you). Wexler also heard the potential in Stax records, signing a 
distribution deal that resulted in work with Booker T & the MGs and Otis Redding. 
In the rock era he signed Led Zeppelin, Cream and the Allman Brothers and 
produced Dr John s classic Gumbo. Asked to write his own epitaph he kept it short 
and to the point: ‘More Bass'.

Lostandfoun^^^^^^

©
Universal Music is attacking the 
download market from a new angle.

Its Lost Tunes online store will make available 
music that has been hard to find. It intends 
to cater to enthusiasts' desire to hear the 
most obscure and rare recordings by their 
favourite artists. The roster will include 
previously unreleased albums from the Trojan, 
Fiction and Decca labels alongside bands 
including the Comsat Angels, The Walker 
Brothers and the La's. The material will be 
available at 312kbps and is DRM-free.

Azi Eftekhari at Universal Music Catalogue commented: "We wanted Lost 
Tunes to replicate the experience of going to a favourite local record shop, 
where browsing and discovering music is a real pleasure and an adventure. We 
only include music that we love.” To make browsing more interesting, the site 
offers 38-genres including progressive, dub and spokenword.

MUM: IAIIY Stu

Downloading genius
The announcement that Sony is busy buying out the BMG part 
of Sony BML (see announcement on opposite page) may at 
first seem to have little real impact on the hi-fi market but it 
might just cut to the very quick of what we will be listening to 
and listening on in the future .

In some respects, it s not the Bertlesmann Mu5ic Group deal 
that's the clincher, even though it represents a billion-dollar 
transaction for Sony. It means one of the biggest narnss in 
recording is wholly owned by a company that supplies the 
rnmplete chain from artiste to loudspeaker and at a time 
when traditional methods of mak:ng money from music are 
failing to work

Why is this important to our end of the market' Well, think 
just how ubiquitous the Apple iPod has become in the last half 
a decade or so Much of its popularity comes down to style, ease 
of use and sheer chic but these are product characteristics ma! 
Sony i> no strangfi :o. as attested to by the original Walkman and 
the PlayStation line But it s also that Apple's ilunes dominates 
the download maiket today, if a company wants to break 
into the business, they have to be best buddies with Apple. But 
the fickle nature of both the music business and the consumer 
electronics market means that could change - two less ■ than 
wonderful iPod years coupled with a legitimate rival armed wth 
a good product cculd see Apple's staggering lead stumble

By the end of the yeai when the BMC buyout is concluded 
Sony will be the only company with enough clout m both the 
consumer electronics and music to take on Apple with such 
a robust assault. And. as evidence from the gaming market 
shows, when Sony puts :- collective mind to control j market, it 
ean often succeed

Sony needs 10 find :nteiiigent methods ot making music 
profitable again and, perhaps, the future lies in a combination 
of content and hardware Sony could effectively deliver a unique 
Sony product iDaded with Soiy content del:vered down Sony 
channels and if it got the sjm> aeross the board this 
could provide the first real challenge to the iPod. Imagine a 
product that came preloaded with your choice of key albums by 
Sony jim m at the time of purchase. A product that allowed you 
to unpack and save those albums on smart and secure home 
Vaio servers and srill offered the option to download whatever 
music or video content you wanted (whether from Sony or not) 
through Sony 1 e portal. If such a product were keenly priced 
and designed with the same :ntnnsic srrrfcity as demonstrated 
by the iPod, who wouldn't be interested>

Of course, no such convergent product w;■ ; exists today,
although there are many products that can supply some or all 
of these aspects. : fiere also seems to be an infrastructure being 
built up by Sony to be ret - fjcilitdle d stem to^stern soiution Sony 
is now very friendly with social networking sites and has been 
making deals that allow hosting of streamed video and extra 
content on Sony artist pages. Perhaps it's cnly a questior of 
time before Sony turn5 this into someth ng more fiscal

November 2008 : HI-FI CHOICE 15



audiofile
DISPATCHES

Cable Guy
Wired for sound

T
he Vicar ofTonbridge might seem an 
unlikely individual to inspire a column in 
a hi-fi magazine, but the Reverend Mark 
Brown - a serious music and hi-fi enthusiast in 

his leisure hours - was, to my knowledge, the 
first to import some very interesting and 
inexpensive cables from the US Midwest.

The company concerned calls itself Anti­
Cables and principals Paul and Judy Speltz set 
out the philosophies and rationales clearly and 
succinctly on their website (www.anticables. 
corn) and their point of view makes a lot of 
sense. But the theory can come later.

I first heard the speaker cables when some 
guys from the New Ash Green hi-fi club 
(NAGfi) brought a set when they came over to 
visit. I immediately e-mailed America and soon 
an l 8ft set of Anti-Cables speaker cables 
terminated in Eichmann Bayonet 4mm banana 
plugs arrived, along with a pair of (Eichmann 
Bullet) phone-terminated interconnects.

"The Vicar of Tonbridge - a serious music and hi-fi 
enthusiast - was, to my knowledge, the first to import 
some very interesting cables from the US Midwest."

Sonically and musically speaking, the speaker 
cable fully lived up to my expectations. The 
sound has excellent focus and coherence, very 
clean tonal neutrality, a wide dynamic range, 
and lovely spacious, airy stereo imaging. The 
only downside - typical enough of a solid-core 
type cable - seems to be that the bass end is a 
little dry and weak.

The actual speaker cables I received cost a 
remarkably reasonable $248 (plus a bit extra 
for the Eichmann plug option), yet their 
excellent performance can comfortably match 
cables at many times that price.

The reason they're called Anti-Cables is that 
they're very different from the usual cable 
stereotypes and therein lies the reason for both 
their fine performance and their inconvenience. 
Instead of a sheaf of wires wrapped in some 
sort of plastic insulation, this is a solid-core 
type cable based on a length of substantial 
continuous cast-oxygen free copper. The 
unusual bit is that the wire is then coated by 
an ultra-thin (unspecified) red coloured layer - 
either enamel or more probably some form of 
varnish one suspects - which provides 
insulation and also prevents oxidation.

By removing nearly all the insulation, the 
undesirable dielectric effects that adversely 

affect cable sound quality are also removed, 
ensuring a very 'fast' and coherent sound. 
While I wouldn't call it particularly user­
friendly, it does offer exceptional sonic value 
for money, and the rationale behind it makes a 
whole lot of sense too.

is a former editor of Hi-Fi 
Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years

Bargains Galore!
How reliable are price comparison websites'

I
f you use the Internet then you're probably 
familiar with price comparison websites.

Indeed, most of us will probably have 
benefited from them at some time, even if it 
was Just to sort out some home insurance.
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Yet, have you ever used such sites when buying 
hi-fi separates7 Despite the potential being 
there, there's a good chance you haven't. The 
reasons for this are three-fold. First off, most 
price comparison websites charge retailers a 
fee to show their prices. Most hi-fi separates 
are still bought through small, independent 
retailers who simply can't afford the fees 
charged by comparison websites.

There are, of course, sites who claim to show 
all prices, whether or not the retailers pay them. 
But some retailers have complained that 'free' 
sites offer little or no support for when a price 
is not showing or incorrect. The 'spiders' they 
use to check websites can also be notoriously 
fussy meaning that many smaller retailers' sites 
are incompatible. You can understand the 
business sense in supporting sponsors and 
offering limited support to others, but it's of 
little use to the consumer who, if they really 
want the best price, still has to search 
independent retailers' websites individually.

What is perhaps most surprising to see is 
that it's not just high-end equipment that's 
neglected by price comparison websites, but 
high-selling budget gear too. The Marantz 
PM6002 and CD6002 are top-selling 
separates available from literally dozens of 
retailers. Yet, check them on some compariosn 
sites and you'll get just a single result for each 
- hardly the point ofa price comparator. Do a 
bit of your own online research and, all ofa 
sudden, comparative deals begin to appear.

The final reason that price comparison 
websites have perhaps never really taken off 
with hi-fi, is the widespread presence of so 
many hi-fi enthusiast websites such as our very 
own. In addition to subjective opinion, much 
price information is freely passed around on 
these sites. It's from forums such as these that 
I suspect most buyers get a good idea of where 
the best prices are, especially at the higher end 
of the market.

As ever, price is only half the story. Some of 
the best 'bargains' turn out to be anything but. 
Hi-fi separates are not like home insurance or 
even a TV. They relate to each other and room 
acoustics in a way that makes every 
combination sound unique. Whilst the Internet 
can be extremely useful for making shortlists, 
there's still no substitute for the good old- 
fashioned demo.

Dominic Todd began his hi-fi career in the 
retail business and hos 

been a freelance hi-fi reviewer 
and columnist since 1993

This seems an opportune moment 
•' I to reprise the illustrious history of 

the Martinlogan CLS, which is 
now deceased, and is to be 

replaced imminently, by the 25th Anniversary 
CLX. The new model will have the same USP, 
but is very significantly developed from the 
historical model. What always set the CLS 
apart and which will also distinguish the new 
model from its peers is that it is a full-range 
electrostatic. The first and, to date, the only 
non-hybrid loudspeaker in the MartinLogan 
arsenal. It is also a direct counterpart to the 
seminal Quad Electrostatic.

The CLS was always a purist product, which 
was never intended to plumb the extremes of 
the tonal or dynamic range envelope, but it 
was the one intended to appeal most directly 
to the enthusiast after the most consistent and 
seamless performance available even if this 
meant less bandwidth and less bass. The CLS 
uses a single drive electrostatic dipolar drive 
unit for the whole of the audio band, with no 
attempt to extend the bass using a separate 
moving coil driver.

All versions of the CLS looked much the 
same, in each case the diaphragm curved 
laterally to spread the sweet spot and the 
transducer was fixed inside the wooden outer 
frame using Velcro. The diaphragm coatings 
were refined and improved through the 
model's lifetime and the drive electronics were 
also changed to make the speaker an easier, 
less punishing electrical load, which was 
almost as challenging as the infamous Apogee 
Scintilla. Sensitivity was also quite low (83dB 
on average) and performance tended to 
deteriorate over time, though they could be 
revived, with a strategic application of a hair 
drier, or if necessary a drive unit transplant.

So how did they sound7 First and foremost, 
they were - are extremely sensitive to 
positioning. Sound bounced off the side walls of 
the listening room had little effect, as usual in a 
dipole. But back radiation tended to generate a

"Sound bounced off the 
side walls of the listening 
room had little effect, as 
usual in a dipole."
'comb filter' response characteristic as the 
reflected sound meshed, or (more likely) failed to 
mesh with the forward bound output. There was 
no real solution to this apart from the obvious, 
which was to pull the speaker well forward of the 
back wall - about two meters is ideal.

The CLS was never much good for whole 
families to listen to together and even on the 
correct axis there was a 'sting' in the treble 
which was difficult to ignore and some milder 
resonances at much lower frequencies. Bass is 
not well extended, so the speaker tended to 
sound dry to the point of brittleness.

The CLS has it faults, plenty of them, but 
it also has this wonderful consistency, with 
exquisite timing and lightning fast reflexes. 
When fully on song, it was one of the most 
engaging of all loudspeakers and, although, 
it eventually met its equal in the latest 
Quad electrostatics, the early Quads always 
sounded much more edgy and metallic 
than the CLS. The seminal CLS has also 
been excelled by the hybrid Summit and 
derivative in most respects, but the CLS was 
always the true classic and in some respects 
an unequalled tool for exploring the great 
musical repertoire on disc. HFC

Alvin Cold
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Stand by me
Supporting your hi-fi

T
he demise a couple of years ago of Mana 
Acoustics left me in a bit of a quandary: 
where could I source really high 
performance system support furniture' 

While I will be the first to admit that Mana's 
stands were never going to win any beauty 
contests their performance was in such a 
totally different league to the majority of other 
options that it was easy to forgive their 
aesthetically-challenged demeanour.

After having been entirely Mana'd while I 
lived in London, I spent a few years using a 
mix of Hutter and Mana supports when I 
moved to pastures rural, which coloured my 
view of the latter stands. The spike count on 
multi-layer installations meant that regular

"I spent a few years using a mix of Hutter and 
Mana supports when I moved to pastures rural, 
which coloured my view of the latter stands."
maintenance was mandatory to ensure 
optimum performance in any system that was 
being regularly fiddled with, such as a 
reviewer's. The Hutter, on the other hand, was 
far less finicky and still managed to perform 
rather well. It also looked far less industrial, a 
benefit that did not escape my wife's notice.

Then I remembered Quadraspire whose long- 
established Q4 tables I had reviewed long ago 
in HFC and considered their performance to 
be just a gnat's privates off that of the Mana 
designs. Three six-shelf stands were duly 
ordered, installed and are sitting in my music 
room bedding in as I write.

Because this involved a major upheaval 
of my music room, I decided to power down 
and completely remove my Nairn active 
system from the vicinity for 24 hours. 
Nonetheless, the system sounds as though 
it is very content on its new supports as they 
settle down under its not inconsiderable 
weight. Initial listening has proved highly 
promising and I am looking forward to 

hearing the system playing in anger once it 
has completely bedded down.

However, I am finding the wait to be 
incredibly taxing because I am eager to assess 
a couple of new additions to the system and 
to try out a few tweaks that I was not able to 
explore with my previous supports. This time 
I was careful to leave some room for 
manoeuvres behind the new stand 
installation in order that I can investigate 
the effects of optimised cable dressing and 
routing, which can be highly efficacious in 
a Nairn system. This, of course, is something 
that the non-ferrous construction of the 
Quadraspire supports positively encourages.

I strongly suspect that I am going to enjoy 
a long and happy relationship with these 
tables... they have already managed to revive 
my interest in tweaking 1

was one of the country's 

best-known hi-fi reviewers of the 1980s ond 

1990s. He currently publishes the hi-fi industry 

trade bible, the British Audio Journal
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Feeling Lucky, Punk?
Steam-powered hi-fi

T
here was a time when technology beat 

with hearts of steel and brass, steam 

pulsing through its veins. Only a century 

ago, coal drove the modern world ever faster 

into a future whose potential was freed, made 

unbound by the brilliance of science. At the 

opening of the second millennium, unmoving 

silicon and the tiny electron have usurped 

machinery in motion as the dominant forces in 

our everyday lives. The faceless beige of PCs fill 

homes and offices. Waging an aesthetic battle 

against the bland are the Steam Punks and 

their modded PCs. At a time when hi-fi is 

so very often devoid of genuinely fresh, 

i conoclastic design, should audiophiles join 

the Steam Punk ranks'

Steam Punks are rooted in a world of 

Victorian sci-fi written into life in the 1970s by 

authors like Bruce Sterling and Michael 

Moorcock, a world where our recent history 

collided with ultra-technology. Their PCs, 

laptops and monitors aren't dominated by 

beige plastic and brushed aluminium, but by 

brass and copper Casework is often trimmed 

with wood and leather.

I f one of the major manufacturers decided to 

produce a leather-bound pre-amp with wooden 

side cheeks and ball-and-claw feet, what a 

refreshing change it would be from aluminium, 

steel or even brass - Crivensi Is it too far a 

stretch of the imagination to visualise a 

transport whose spoked, flywheel platter is 

driven by cogs and gears'

Of course, the richest vein to be mined for 

componentry which would match a waistcoat 

and top hat Brunel-style is the venerable 

turntable. Although a range of companies has 

employed brass and wood, and complex, cast­

metal latticework in the past, none has really 

produced the 'full-monty' techno-archaic 

turntable. What this calls for is a small boiler, 

fed on a steady diet of coal (perhaps half a 

trowel for an LP, or a few teaspoons for a 

seven-inch). The steam would drive a brass 

turbine controlled by the sort of speed 

governor you'd find on a traction engine. a

Ian Harrison

f

CLASSIC ALBUMS

CAROLE KING 
TAPESTRY

I n 1971 the former Carol Klein 

was yet to make an impression 

on the public consciousness. 

I ndustry insiders were aware of

her songwriting talent, both in her own right 

and with husband Gerry Goffin. And everyone 

knew the Brooklyn girl's songs from the height 

of the Brill Building era, made famous by the 

voices of others. Tunes like The Loco-Motion, 

Pleasant Valley Sunday, Up On The Roaf (You 

Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman, and Will 

You Love Me Tomorrow were already classics 

even before the last two ended up on Tapestry 
But the lady who'd written them was far from a 

household name.

That was all about to change, but few now 

remember that Tapestry was actually her second 

solo album. Her first, the rather more strident 

Writer, presented her as a bit of a rock chick and 

was virtually ignored on its release in 1970.

But for Tapestry the following year, a different 

approach was taken. Taking a nod from the 

emerging singer-songwriter movement, as well 

as his own smooth jazz collection, producer Lou 

Adler had the idea of capturing King's songs 

with as close a sound to her original demos as 

he thought he could get away with. "The 

demos that Carole made as a writer had a 

heavy influence on the sound. What I was 

trying to do was recreate their feel by staying 

simple, so that you could visualise Carole 

playing and singing. So it wasn't 'just a piano 

player', it was Carole."

Sure enough, though there is a full band, 

saxophone, flute, a string section and even 

guest appearances from friends James Taylor 

and Joni Mitchell (acoustic guitar and backing 

vocals respectively), King's vocals and piano are 

very much to the fore throughout, and the 

album holds on to the intimate feel that Adler 

was clearly trying to capture.

The arrangements complement the songs 

rather than make them, with the instruments 

often merely doubling or echoing King's piano 

parts. And her voice is close-miked and

There are no duff tracks, 
absolutely no filler - any 
of them could have been 
a successful single... "
exposed, with no studio trickery to enhance (or 

detract from) it There's little or no reverb, for 

example, so you get the full effect of sitting 

next to her as she sings her songs, unadorned, 

with a quiet passion and intensity that's 

impossible to fake.

There are no duff tracks, absolutely no filler - 

any of them could have been a successful 

single, and in fact, most of them have been. 

But not even King or her most fervent admirers 

could have predicted the runaway success of 

the album. It was number one for 15 weeks, 

stayed on the album charts for six years and 

won four Grammys. It's sold 24 million copies 

so far and it's still selling. Its combination of 

cracking tunes, subtly perfect arrangements 

and intimate vocal stylings mean it's well suited 

to background listening, but also richly rewards 

close attention, making it an ideal fit in 

virtually every household, from student bedsit 

to connoisseurs of 1970s rock.

A recent Legacy edition includes a second 

disc with live versions of the songs, all played in 

the original album running order. Ihese are all 

solo versions and offer a glimpse of the songs 

as they were first heard by the woman who 

wrote them. HFC
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C To minimise the amount of vibration 
reaching the record, the brass platter would 
topped off by a leather mat trimmed with 
gold-leaf. OK, it might weigh a couple of 
hundredweight and it would make your living 
room smell like an ashtray in a coal bunker, but 
just think of the envious looks from your 
audiophile friends as they wipe the soot from 
their faces. Even the reaction from the good 
lady of the house is sure to be, erm, strong, as 
you stand there and exclaim, "Smokin'1" 

has been happily addicted to hi-fi 

for 20 years, especially since becoming a 

member of the hi-fi press in the mid-1990s

Endurance test
Surviving opera

T
he 1990 Football World Cup (Italia 90) 
unquestionably introduced many to the 
delights of listening to opera. It put 
Puccini's Nessun Dorma on the map. And also 

launched The Three Tenors. Well, you can't 
have everything ...

Nonetheless, there's no escape: listening 
attentively to an opera lasting between two to 
three hours takes a lot of stamina. With many 
people today having short attention spans and 
low boredom thresholds (blame YouTube, MTV 
or Google if you like), listening to a full-length 
opera is potentially a bit of a trial.

Speaking personally, I've always had difficulties 
with long pieces of music. I often find I 'know' 
the earlier part of a long piece better than what 
comes later. Why? Because I'm fresher and more 
attentive when the music starts. As the work 
progresses, I find it harder and harder to 
concentrate and take-in what I'm hearing.

Mental exhaustion quickly sets in, making 
listening a strain. Of course, music is meant to 
be a pleasurable experience; it's not an 
endurance test. But, if you sit down to listen to 
Wagner's Parsifal, you've something like four 
and half hours of music to assimilate. Your ears 
need to be toned-up - the aural equivalent of 
a marathon runner.

There's no easy solution to this. But one way 
to increase your listening stamina is to break

"...there's no escape: listening attentively 
to an opera lasting between two to three 
hours takes a lot of stamina."

long works into sections. Obviously, that's why 
most operas are split into acts - it gives 
listeners and performers a chance to recharge 
their batteries and refresh themselves.

So, rather than listening to a long work in 
one hit, try (say) the first act one night, and 
maybe the second the following night. I 
always find that, once you start to assimilate a 
new long work, it seems to become shorter. 
Why7 Well, when you're bored, time passes 
slowly; when you're enjoying yourself, time 
moves swiftly.

Listener fatigue has many causes. It may 
result if your hi-fi produces a forwardly- 
balanced, highly 'immediate' sort of sound. 
What initially sounds exciting and engaging, 
can swiftly become wearing. If the music is 
constantly being thrust in your face, you may 
wilt under the assault

Of course, the opposite can also be true; 
if your system sounds excessively bland and 
smooth, you may find yourself nodding-off 
after half an hour. There needs to be a 
balance between something that engages and 
excites, and something that's so relaxed and 
refined, its soporific.

Whenever you upgrade or tweak your hi-fi 
system, it's worth noting whether or not the 
changes-made enable you to listen more 
attentively for longer periods of time. Your 
initial impression (Hey - That Sounds Great1) is 
very important. But also take a long-term view.

Notice too if the sound is comfortable as well 
as exciting.

That new amplifier might sound significantly 
more dynamic and crisper than your old one. 
But, if at the end of an hour or two, your ears 
are bleeding, you'll find yourself avoiding 
lengthy works - in much the same way you 
wouldn't go for a long walk in shoes that hurt 
your feet.

is one of the country's best 

known hi-fi experts. His knowledge of tweaking 

and his record collection know no bounds

And all that jazz
The future ofjaz radio

O
n 25 December 2006, Classic FM gained 
a sister station, theJazz, devoted to, er, 
jazz. Exactly a year and four months 
later, it closed, its small but loyal band of 

listeners re-directed to the Classic FM 
schedules for a much denuded 'fix'. Ring any 
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bells' Back at the beginning of the decade, a 
radio station called Jazz FM (nnnnice) bravely 
claimed its right to a slice of the airwaves. A 
year later the station's listening figures had 
tanked to a fairly tragic five per cent - or a 
little below that of Kent's far from inspiring 
independent station, lnvicta Radio. Jazz FM 
hung on a lot longer than theJazz, trying to 
find a formula that would ignite the listening 
figures. Jazz FM eventually re-invented itself in 
June 2005 as Smooth FM and this had a much 
broader playlist remit that, cleverly, didn't 
include much jazz at all. Meanwhile, Jazz FM 
became a website.

But, what's this' On Monday 6th October, on 
digital radio in Glasgow, London, the west 
midlands and north west England, Jazz FM 
rides again. This should be great news. I love 
jazz, have done for 40 years. But one of the 
reasons I love it is that it has a minority 
following. And, typically, commercial radio 
stations don't like minority followings.
Question is, can jazz ever be made to appeal to 
the mainstream palate/ One way is to stick 
with stuff that's easier to listen to - happy, 
tuneful, up-tempo material; big bands, modern 
combos; Harry James in the morning, David 
Sanborn in the evening - fare that clicks with 
the kind of audience major league advertisers 
are interested in. But I can't help recalling 
what Time Out's erstwhile radio columnist Sid 
Smith wrote many years ago. Smith was a jazz 
critic in the sense that he didn't like jazz. He 
called jazz a constipated, fiddly music form 
lacking the open-mouthed quality of rock - a 
bit like a fat man trying to eat spaghetti with 
chopsticks. He thought Jazz FM should have 
been strangled at birth because he believed it 
was founded on a fundamental misconception: 
that people don't like jazz because they don't 
know about it He asked why should people 
like it more just because it's on radio' Fair 
point Adopt a scattergun 'isn't all jazz 
wonderful'' approach and you run the risk of 
not even appealing to the people who like jazz. 
So, finally, Jazz FM gets a second chance, but 
will it get it's audience back' I hope so but, 
somehow, I doubt it

The real problem with jazz radio, though, is 
that the more catholic it tries to be, the more 
people it alienates. It's a certainty that there 
isn't a single person who likes 'jazz' in its 
entirety - by it's very nature it's too disparate, 
even contradictory, to pull in the big numbers. 

has been wallowing in gorgeous 

hi-fi and then describing its virtues and vices in 

Hi-Fi Choice since 1990

Why is it so hard to find 
| i headphones with a truly flat 

frequency response' Surely it 
must be pretty easy to get a 

flat response from small drive units that 
close to the ear'

Funnily enough, it's not The problem really 
hinges on the simple fact that the drivers are 
so close to the ear that at most audio 
frequencies the distance from drive unit to 
eardrum is a lot less than one wavelength of 
sound (at 1 kHz the wavelength is one foot, 
an easy way to remember it, hence 300Hz 
corresponds to one metre, 12kHz one inch). In 
addition, the coupling path is very direct, the 
sound being fired straight into the ear. As a 
result, the coupling between drive unit and 
eardrum is good and for most of the frequency 
range there's a near-flat response relationship 
between the two.

That sounds quite encouraging, but two 
things mess it up quite badly. First, the 
response at the eardrum to natural sounds 
(originating from relatively far away) is 
anything but flat The acoustic characteristics of 
the outer ear and the beginning of the ear 
canal make sure of that, so what our brain 
interprets as 'flat' response is acoustically 
something else entirely. Second, the fact that 
the distance between driver and eardrum 
becomes comparable to a wavelength at 
frequencies in the mid-kHz means that all 
sorts of standing wave resonances can and do 
occur, and with them extra peaks and troughs 
in the response curve.

Acousticians commonly refer to two sets of 
conditions for sound propagation, 'diffuse field' 
and 'free field'. In the former, sound effectively 
swirls around from all directions, as happens in 
a small but highly reverberant space (think 
bathroom1 ). By contrast, free field is the 
condition where there is very little reflection 
and sounds travel out from the source in a 
straight line, as happens in the middle of a 
grassy field. It's not surprising, if you think

"...the distance from drive 
unit to eardrum is a lot less 
than one wavelength..."

about it, that the ear's frequency response is 
different to the two conditions. What's more, 
it is different in the free field case depending 
on the angle from which the sound arrives - 
not vastly different, but easy enough to 
demonstrate simply by turning your head 
while listening to someone speaking.

Most headphone designers aim to achieve a 
response at the eardrum roughly the same as 
that from a loudspeaker at 30 degrees, free 
field, but it's arguably just as valid to aim for a 
response equivalent to that in a diffuse field.

Even if one does decide with conviction on a 
target response, meeting it accurately is very 
hard work. Just like loudspeakers, headphones 
have the usual problems of mass/spring 
resonsance at a relatively low frequency, driver 
breakup resonances at higher frequencies, 
and the awkward transition between piston 
behaviour and flexible behaviour at frequencies 
where the size of the diaphragm is comparable 
to a wavelength. Practical headphone design is 
equally science and art, a matter of judiciously 
juggling damping, masses and stiffness in an 
attempt to hit an inconveniently moving target 
I n many ways, good headphones are wonderful 
- but it's little wonder so many of them have 
some tonal issues! hfc

Richard Black
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Stylish looks.
Impressive sound.

DENON D-M37DAB Micro Component Stereo System. Introducing a stereo system that’s small in size but big 
in performance. It features MP3/WMA compatibility, a front USB port and connections for the most popular MP3 
players. With its compact, clean looks and new speakers the D-M37DAB will add a touch of sophistication to even 
the most stylish of rooms. To find out more visit www.denon.co.uk or call 01234 741200.
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PETITION

MIM

A Pathos Classic One Mk 3 amplifier worth £1,535! 
Italian style meets stunning valve sound in the Pathos Classic One Mk 3 amplifier. Using small signal valves (for the sound quality) and 
MOSFETs (for the power), this hybrid amplifier design must rank among the most elegant models on the market today. The 70-watt per 
channel integrated amplifier is pure class, thanks to acres of chrome, acrylic and even a wood inset on the front panel, which is echoed 
in the elegant remote control.

But it's not just about aesthetic appeal; the Pathos Classic One Mk 3 amplifier sounds as good as it looks, too. In our Ultimate Croup 
Test in HFC 305, we gave the elegant half-width amplifier a Best Buy for the way it manages to combine the smoothness of valves with 
the power delivery of solid-state designs. We were particularly taken by the big sound and extended, tuneful bass depth. It's even got a 
balanced XLR input alongside the single-ended phono inputs used by most products. The Pathos Classic One Mk 3 amplifier would cost 
over f 1,500 in the stores. But you could win one at the click of a mouse.

HOW TO ENTER:
For your chance to win, go online to ^^w.futurecomps.eo.uk/ pathosc13 and follow the instructions, leaving your selected 
answer and details where prompted:

TERMS ANO CONDITIONS
Answers must be received between 18 September 2008 and 16 October 2008. The pnze winner will be selected at random from all correct entries received between the relevant dates and will receive a Pathos Classic One Mk 3 amplifier free of charge. The winner wilt be 
notified within 28 days of the dosing date and will be required to grve details of a delivery address in the UK to which the amplifier should be sent

By taking partin a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summansed below but can be viewed in full at www.futurenetcom/futureonlme/competitionrules.asp. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if 
relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery, Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless othewise stated, are limited to one per household , The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion tosubstttute any pnze with cash or 
a prize of comparable value, Unless otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households By entering a Competition you give permission to use 
your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work 
and not copied or adapted from any other source, If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the dosing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional upon 
you complying with (amongst other things) the Competttton Rues. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your pnze,

QUESTION:
A hybrid amplifier design, the Pathos Classic One Mk 3 uses valves and../

A: MOS DEFS B: MOSFETS C: MASTIFFS

w.futurecomps.eo.uk/
http://www.futurenetcom/futureonlme/competitionrules.asp


Unde rstanding: 
M uslc servers
Ripping your discs has never been easier and there's a wealth of equipment to choose from

I
n the last issue we looked at the 
general concept of hard disk players 
and music servers. Up to now these 
devices have mainly been sold on 
their convenience aspects, but there is 

a new breed emerging that is being 
targeted more towards the audiophile 
listener who is looking for another 
method of high performance replay 
rather than just a way to consign his 
CD collection to the loft and release 
some shelf-space.

On that topic, there is one rather 
important aspect to consider if you still 
want to be able to listen to those discs 
once the tidying-up is done: you need to 
copy them onto the new player or, at the 
very least, to a device that the player can 
access, such as NAS (Network Attached 
Storage). The obvious way to do this is to 
sit and feed disc after disc into the 
machine or your PC until the all your music 
is transferred. Depending upon the size of 
your collection this might take quite some 
time. Not only must the disc be ripped, but 
the player must interrogate an internet 
database to retrieve relevant data about 
the disc for its internal database. So if you 
say it takes ten minutes to rip each disc, 
you'll manage to copy 40 or 50 discs per 

eight-hour day. That's hardly ideal if you 
want to rip every CD in a 3,000 disc 
collection in one mammoth session. Most 
people will take a more leisurely approach 
and rip a few discs at a sitting until they 
have the job done. (Do not be tempted 
by those 'fastest ripper in the universe' 
adverts. That claim might well be true,

"Not only must the disc be ripped, but the 
player must interrogate an internet database 
to retrieve relevant data about the disc...”
but we doubt that the quality of such 
rips will be anything you'd care to write 
home about.)

Naturally, though, there are other options 
open to you: you might bribe your children 
to do the job for you, or you could have a 
commercial operation rip your discs. One 
such company, Reading-based ripcaster 
(www.ripcaster.co.uk) seems to have the 
process fully sorted for mainland UK 
residents: it will collect (and return) your 
discs, rip and convert them to the chosen 
file format (or formats) and deliver them on 
NAS or other suitable media, or load them 
onto your Xiva-compatible music server. 

(Developed by I merge, XiVA produces 
software and hardware platforms that enable 
manufacturers to create hard disk audio 
players, multi-room audio servers and home 
media centres.) And should you not have a 
NAS drive or server, the company can supply 
one - many with SqueezeCenter software pre- 
i nstalled (the server software for the popular

Squeezebox and Transporter devices, see 
our review on page 62).

This is not, of course, the only company 
offering this sort of service: Essex-based 
CDlabs (wwwcdlabs.co.uk) also claims to offer 
superlative sound quality on its transfers 
through using specialised equipment, such 
as dedicated CD drives with no caching and 
bespoke ripping software. FLAC files are sent 
on a portable hard disk along with your 
original CDs. Prices vary according to the 
number of CDs you are having ripped and the 
file format to which they are being ripped, but 
we reckon that if you budget around one 
pound for each disc you won't be too far out.
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Understanding: Music Servers Pan Two [ Feature ]

Above: Designed to please the most discriminating audiophiles and music lovers, the Transporter from Logitech

Of course, CD ripping is just one method through which you can populate your digital music collection. Downloading content from the internet is becoming increasingly popular and more worthwhile to audiophiles as a growing number of sources release high-definition material whose quality is vastly superior to that of the run-of-the-mill MP3. Linn, as one example, offers five levels of downloads from its website: in decreasing grades of sound quality, these are Studio Master FLAC, Studio Master WMA, CD quality FLAC, CD quality WMA and MP3. Even the MP3s offered here, though, are 320kbps files, which are broadly acceptable

Arttst Black Grape

Album It's Great W^i You're 5traljht,..Yeah

Track 05 - Yeah Yeah Brother

Activity Ripplnt Track S of 10

Errors D

Time taken O):16
Time f^MlRint 03:52
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Above: Nairn online 'ripping' and 'playback monitor' screens

for all but the most discriminating tastes. However, the FLAC variants will appeal most to earnest listeners. If the time it takes to download any quantity of these files is unacceptable for you, Linn will also supply its music catalogue, or parts thereof, already installed on external hard disks - either NAS or USB (Universal Serial Bus) devices.Loudspeaker manufacturer, Bowers & Wilkins has also launched its Music Club where, for £33 a year, members can download a new, exclusive album every month. B&W has opted for the Apple Lossless file format, which means its downloads will be compatible with Apple's

ubiquitous iTunes software. And then there's HDtracks.com, the online service started by the American Chesky audiophile label, which offers lossless AIFF and FLAC files along with 320kbps MP3s - with 96kHz/24-bit FLACs coming shortly. The best news is that the music is drawn from a wide variety of artists, genres and labels and not just the 'nice-sound-shame-about-the-music' schoo I some might expect. Furthermore, HDtracks does not believe in DRM and so all its music will play with no restriction on any device that accepts the downloaded format. The only drawback is that, as of this writing, HDtracks is only serving customers in the USA, which is a situation that one can only hope will soon change.You might have noticed that the term FLAC has appeared in this article several times already. FLAC stands for Free Lossless Audio Codec (enCOding and DECoding software) and apart from being the best- sounding format for home media systems such as a PC, Sonos DMS or Squeezeboxes, it offers a useful facility in that it acts as a future-proof archive (back­up copy) of your music should your CDs be lost, stolen or damaged.Because it is not lossily compressed it contains all the data from the original source should you wish to make another copy onto another storage device; and making an MP3 for your portable from a FLAC file is identical to making one from the original CD. Playing back FLAC files is not the problem that it used to be, now that so many high-quality hardware manufacturers - including Linn with its DS players, Nairn with the HDX, and Slim Devices with its Squeezebox and Transporter players - provide native support for the format.One aspect of Network Music Players that often drives people away from becoming involved with them is that scary word 'network'. In most homes the network simply consists of a DSL modem/router that connects to the internet with a couple of PCs plugged into it through an attached hub or switch or maybe through a wireless access point. There really is nothing to be afraid of here: Mrs Malcolm Steward who isn't blessed with any in-depth understanding of computers and networks managed to get a Squeezebox Duet from out of the box C
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[ Feature ] Understanding: Music Servers Pan Two

O to being fully integrated with our office 
network and playing music stored on my 
PC using just the supplied instruction 
manual in about ten minutes. So all you 
need to do to add music to your network is 
to plug the player into your hi-fi and 
connect it to the network - either through 
a CATSe cable or a wireless connection - 
and tell it where your music is stored. It's 
as simple as that.

One word of advice, however, is that 
while wireless connections are, perhaps, 
the easiest to set up, they are not the best 
sounding. If you are a discriminating 

“What use is there in having50,000 tunes on 
your hard disk, if it takes you twenty minutes 
stabbing on a screen to listen to one of them ."
listener you'll find that wired is definitely 
the best way to go. This is one area in 
which convenience and performance do 
not travel hand in hand. Wireless is open 
to picking up all sorts of interference.

Above^ (top) Screen featuring the NaimNet Desktop Client and (below) inside the Nairn HDX

(While we're on the subject of easy 
networking, how 'clean' do you imagine 
Ethernet over mains cabling is going to be7J 
We even noticed an audible difference when 
we temporarily switched our network cabling 
from a metal-cased switch into a plastic 
cased one. Digital data can be just as frail as 
any analogue signal so just because your 
music is travelling along a 'computer' cable 
doesn't mean that you should take any less 
eare with it.

Ultimately we reckon the music server/ 
hard disk player concept will continue to 
gain strength and credibility so long as the 

industry approaches it appropriately, with 
thought and care. It has taken longer than 
it should for truly musical players to arrive 
because many companies have been eager 
to jump on the installation bandwagon, 

where, being brutally honest, sound quality 
is not a maJor consideration. Others who 
have tried to make decent sounding 
players have, perhaps, succeeded to some 
extent, but have failed in the end because 
the software driving the player made the 
machine less than appealing to use.
Buyers of such devices do not want some 
clunky, cobbled-together interface: they 
want something slick and effectual and 
not a concoction that looks and works as 
though it was built by a chimpanzee on 
drugs. What use is there in having 50,000 
tunes on your hard disk if it takes you 
twenty minutes of frenzied stabbing on a 
screen or remote control to I isten to one 
of them7 We would ask that manufacturers 
provide IP (Internet Protocol) access to 
their GU ls so that the devices can be 
driven with a convenient laptop: techy 
interfaces have their place and are okay 
for those that want them, but a decently 
sized recreation of the player's front panel 
is ideal for many users and all that most 
will ever want.

If you enjoy the occasional tweak then 
servers, streamers and hard disk players 
do not mean an end to your fun. Knowing 
how to get the most out of audio signals 
does not seem to be knowledge that is 
widely spread outside the specialist audio 
community. We have been surprised at 
the performance gains that can be 
achieved by using the digital output on 
some of these devices and feeding that 
through a high-quality DAC. It is also 
interesting to try them on decent support 
furniture and see how better environmental 
isolation improves their sound. And, as we 
noted earlier, even changing a plastic- 
cased network switch for one with a metal 
case influences the sound, so there's plenty 
of scope for all manner of DIY fun with this 
new machinery.

There is a certain irony, though, that 
Linn and Nairn, the two companies that 
effectively established high-end hi-fi in 
the UK with their hard-core turntables 
and minimalist amplifiers, are once 
again pushing the boundaries with their 
domestic hard disk players and 
peripherals. These companies are not, 
however, alone in their forward-looking 
approach to audiophile media. Others 
from the computing realm are providing 
less costly products that enable users 
to sample an entry-level approach to 
networked music, such as the Logitech 
Squeezebox and Transporter. Although 
cheaper, these products can deliver 
outstanding performance from digital 
music stored on a PC or NAS and act as a 
tremendous introduction to 21 st Century 
audiophile technology. HFC

Malcolm Steward
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Get the true pictureChord HDMI 1.3 Silver Plus
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CHOICECUTS
O This month's varied musical morsels

Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

AUDIOPHILE
VINYL COMPACT DI S C & VINYL

""Tl'e .Just ^^ Cate
Acous^ ic & Beal$"

SYNANON SEVEN
Sounds Of Synanon
Pacific Jazz/ Pure Pleasure 180g viny 
Music: This 1961 record marks the 
vinyl debut of Joe Pass, a legendary 
guitar player in the jazz world. 
Addiction brought the band together 
as all seven were inmates of Synanon 
house; a rehab centre in Santa Monica. 
The theory that heroin makes great 
musicians better is not really 
undermined here, since the playing is 
top-notch throughout and, given the 
situation, remarkably upbeat.
Sound: This dual mono recording is 
a little rough around the edges but 
even so it serves the music well. JK

Music ★
Sound ★

CALEXICO
Carried To Dust Cityslang 

Music: Calexico again mine their 
core sound, mixing Spaghetti 
western south-of-the-border 
flourishes with twanging hardcore 
Americana and sounding more than 
ever like the soundtrack to a Cormac 
McCarthy novel. Close your eyes and 
you really can almost see the 
tumbleweeds and smell the saddle. 
It's all presented as a loose concept, 
but each song stands as an exquisite 
little gem in its own right.
Sound: The lo-fi chamn of earlier 
albums has been refined and 
finessed while carefully preserving 
the natural creaks and echoes that 
have always given their sound its 
organic warmth. NW

VARIOUS ARTISTS
Just Music Cafe Album - Acoustic 
& Beats Just Music

Music: Independent label Just 
Music, has been putting out some 
seriously good acoustic, ambient, 
beats and electronica for some 
eight years now so this 'greatest 
hits' package is long overdue. The 
rhythm CD features some intriguing 
grooves from Lou Reed's new pal 
Jon Hopkins, as well as some more 
pressing chilled beats from Future 
Loop Foundation and Honeyroot. 
Sound: Beautifully produced and 
mastered, it's a real hi-fi treat 
throughout and one that consistently 
avoids slipping into ambient 
wallpaper mode and keeps the beat 
to the fore. PS

JOHN MCLAUGHLIN
Floating Point Abstract Logix 

Music: In the mid 1970s John 
Mclaughlin turned his back on 
the jazz fusion success to steep 
himself in acoustic guitar and the 
Indian group Shakti. Now he's 
returned to India to make a jazz­
fusion record of intense 
improvisation featuring a stellar 
cast of young Asian musicians. 
Sensational stuff.
Sound: At first, it sounds like a 
record made through ProTools on 
a computer, but the way the 
keyboards, percussion and various 
stringed instruments keep up with 
McLaughlin's guitar/guitar 
synthesizer make for a satisfying 
new electronic/acoustic fusion. MP

Music 
Sound

Music 
Sound ********

Music 
Sound

KEB’ MO'
Keb' Mo'
Okeh/Pure Pleasure 180g vinyl
Music: Established as an audiophile 
favourite when it was released in 1994, 
it's not surprising to see this back 
again. Keb' Mo' is a contemporary 
blues singer with a knack for the 
acoustic guitar and a great voice. 
The best tune is Victims Of Comfort, a 
state in which he includes himself and 
which ultimately keeps him from really 
opening up, which is a pity because he 
sounds great.
Sound: An extremely open and natural 
sounding pressing, PP has done a good 
job of revealing the depth and timbre 
of the recording. JK

Music
Sound

RANDY NEWMAN
Harps And Angels Nonesuch

Music: For his first album in nine 
years, Randy Newman dispenses with 
the escapist film soundtracks he's 
been making a living from in recent 
years and gives his inner grouch full 
vent. This being Randy Newman, of 
course, that grouch is possessed of 
much insightful wit and observational 
nous as he stands up for truth, justice 
and the American way.
Sound: Newman's on the piano 
throughout, backed by a club-style 
small combo, though a few tracks 
also show off his considerable skills 
as an orchestral arranger. DO

These LPs were supplied by Pure Pleasure 
» www.purepleasurerecords.com

Music 
Sound

but the slightly frayed, lived-in patina 
she now exudes rather suite her.NW

JOAN BAEZ
Day After Tomorrow Proper

Joan Baez's first studio album 
in five years is a bold attempt to 
break to from the shackles of her 
sixties folk queen past on a bunch of 
contemporary songs, including three 
especially written for her by Steve 
Earle, a modem-day troubadour who 
himself owes much to Dylan's 
pioneering spirit In fact, Earle's the 
all-round key figure here, also acting 
as producer and directing a crack 
crew of Nashville musicians who 
clothe songs by the likes of Elvis 
Costello and Tom Waits in attractive 
new livery.

Baets voice has lost te angelic 
purity and dropped an octoctave with age,
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC 
'The combmation creates a sonic landscape of extraordm01y resonance .."

JOHN SURMAN The Amazing Adventures of Simon Simon ecm

Music: The opening track on this 1981 
outing from John Surman and Jack 
DeJohnette, Nestors Saga, is one of, if 
not the richest sonic pageant in my 
record collection. It starts with Surman 
playing a bass clarinet and producing 
a deep, vibrant sound that simply 
transports the listener. It's not alone

but underpinned by a deep bass line 
and higher synth arpeggios. The 
combination creates a sonic landscape 
of extraordinary resonance, one that 
gradually gets denser as a saxophone is 
added and then drums. It's the first of 
nine parts and the finest, although the 
rest continue the intriguing journey.

Sound: Recorded in Oslo this is classic 
ECM fare. Its great on CD, but with its 
superb tone combined with wide open 
dynamics, the album is best served on 
vinyl... if you can find it. JK

Music 
Sound

communication, both with each other 
and with the listener. It's a quiet, 
entrancing treat. DO

(Music 
Sound I ir ir it it

★ ★ ★ ★

ROKIA TRAORE
Tchamantche Nonesuch

This Malian singer-songwriteCs 
trademark mix of traditional 
instruments with modem production 
that has made her the darling of the 
chin-stroking world music circuit For 
her latest album, her inspiration comes 
more directly from the western musical 
tradition (specifically, the sound of an 
old Gretsch guitar) which is the starting 
point for most of the rhythms here, 
minimally fleshed out with local ngoni 
(the African originator of the banjo), 
western classical harp, human beat box 
and her own captivating voice.

• The sparse arrangements have 
the close, intimate feel of intense

HANDS ON HEART LIVE AT 
WIGMORE HALL
Ba rtok, Kodaly,Piauolla, 
Rachmaninov, Paganini, etc 
Nairn Classical CDll7

Music Given in his honour of his 
brother Steve Hugh, who died 
prematurely of heart disease, 
younger brother Tim (the principal 
cellist of the London Symphony) is 
joined by Russian pianist Olga 
Sitkovetsky in an eclectic programe 
that includes a stunning account of 
Rimsky-Korsakov's Flight Of The 
Bumble Bee
Sound: With about a third of the 
proceeds being donated to the 
British Heart Foundation, it was 
recorded by Tony Faulkner and as 
a performance and recording is 
near faultless. AC

Music
Sound

********

SCHUBERT STRING 
QUINTET QUARTETSATZ 
Artemis Quartet Virgin S0999 502113 2 6

On this disc are two of 
Schubert's finest chamber pieces, 
including the Quintet in C major 
for two violins, viola and cello, 
which in many ways is more 
orchestral than you might suppose 
from the relatively slight forces 
involved. It is a big-hearted work, 
which ranges over the full 
repertoire of musical expression. 
The performance is rapt and 
propulsive and is completely 
convincing as an account. 
Sound: The recording is as alive 
and alert as the performance, but 
always well ordered. It sounds as 
though it was well rehearsed and 
carefully considered. AC

Music
Sound

*****
****

moments.

**********

*** 
*****

Sound: All of Hiromi's recent albums have had excellent transfers to SACD and 
this is no exception. The surround sound format creates plenty of space and it 
really does sound like a live studio recording. DO

HIROMl'S SONICBLOOM
Beyond Standard
Telare

SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid stereo plus stereo CD) 
Music On her fifth album, 29-year-old pianist Hiromi 
Uehara augments her usual trio with guitarist David 
Fiuczynski, who adds some electric fire to proceedings. 
There are busy versions of standards such as Caravan 
(Duke Ellington) and My Favourite Things, plus rewed-up 
take on Debussy's sensitive sound painting Claire De 
Lune While it occasionally threatens to drift off into 
wayward noodling Hiromi comes to the rescue, launching 
into another cascading glissando at thoroughly appropriate

GARDEN OF EARLY DELIGHTS .........
Pamela Thorby, Andrew Lawrence King £
Linn / WlIlBW*
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid stereo plus stereo CD) Hiq||SF 
Music Pame a Thorby is a one time recorder/player of
the Pa ladian Ensemble (now the Palladians) which has i
a long history of recording on the Linn label, with
considerable critical success. This recording is of a ’
number of relatively short pieces in which she is :
accompanied by Andrew Lawrence-King on harp and h
psaltery. The programme is a 'mixed bouquet of diverse, ! .... .r..... £, 
joyous, unusual and eloquent pieces' of medieval and 
baroque origin.
Sound: This recording sets a very high standard for sound and has a well- 
captured acoustic without being obviously resonant. The early instruments 
need to be handled with some delicacy and that is exactly what they get, the 
multichannel SACD layer clearly offering more than the Red Book option. AC

YELLOWJACKETS ~ 1 ——
Lifecycle - _ iK?
Heads Up
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid stereo plus stereo CD) B
Music Yellowjackets is a contemporary American jazz
band which has been playing since 1981, when three j . ■
members of Robben Ford's group; Russell Ferrante
(keyboards), Jimmy Haslip (bass) and Ricky Lawson i i i i I
(drums) decided their own fate. Lifecycle features Bob '..LA; I
Mintzer on tenor and soprano sax, alongside guest 
guitarist Mike Stern. This is an extremely slick and 
capable band, they have a similar feel to late Weather
Report and make complex time signatures seem easy. At times they are a little 
too polished but if you appreciate high-quality playing that pushes but not too 
hard, give it a try.
Sound: Heads Up do a good job with SACD and this is a fine example of the art. 
Clean, smooth and taut, it lets you hear everything and at the proper level too. JK

Music 
Sound

Music
Sound

Music 
Sound
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T
he 1970s was the time when rock'n'roll came of age... and 
musicians discovered that an amplifier's volume knob could 
indeed be tweaked up to eleven.

Budding players who had grown up listening to the poppy sounds of 
the Liverpool scene of the 1960s began to crave music that was less 
constrained and considerably louder. Cue the birth of the music genre 
known as heavy rock, pioneered by Deep Purple.

Additionally, the optimism that had surrounded the Summer Of Love 
of 1967 had given way to a time of cynicism and disillusionment. 
Hence the creation of an altogether darker, more aggressive form of 
music: heavy metal, as epitomised by Black Sabbath.

In the 1970s, American bands, inspired by the success of the Brits, 
began to make their presence felt. From Boston came Aerosmith - the 
archetypal stadium rock band. From Detroit arrived Ted Nugent, his 
guitar like a smoking gun. The critics furrowed their brows, but the 
public welcomed them with open arms - and muffled ears.

The music that bands of this ilk produced during the 1970s - these 
days known as classic rock - has stood the test of time like no other. 
For example, Led Zeppelin's reunion show in London last December 
was the gig everyone, but everyone, wanted to see.

The following ten albums are all cast-iron classics, but in truth they 
barely scratch the surface.

Black Sabbath Deep Purple
Master Of Reality (Vertigo)
While experts cannot agree on the precise origins of heavy metal, there's 
little doubt that Black Sabbath were the first band to popularise this 
most ear-splitting of music genres. Against the odds the Birmingham 
quartet achieved chart-topping success at the beginning of the 1970s 
with their second album, Paranoid. This 1971 follow-up didn't quite get 
to that peak, stalling at No.5, but it remains the jewel in Sabbath's 
twisted crown. The sound is brutal, stripped-down, primeval... yet it's also 
crisper and more professional than the band's previous studio efforts. 
Ozzy Osbourne's shrill, tortured-soul vocals are complemented by Tony 
Iommi's uncompromising, unearthly guitar playing. By the time of 
Master Of Realitys release, the peace-and-love ethic of the 1960s had 
turned very sour indeed. Sabbath's grim-faced legion of fans 
embraced doom­
laden songs such as 
Children Of The Grave 

and Lord Of Th is 

World and propelled 
the band to 
superstardom. 
Elsewhere on the 
album, softer offerings 
Embryo and Orchid 

provided the calm 
before the storm.

Burn (Purple)
Having formed in 1968, Deep Purple had already enjoyed major 
success before Burn's release in 1974. Their In Rock album of 1970 
defined the heavy rock genre (heavy rock being a more musicianly 
version of heavy metal). Two years later Purple produced the milestone 
long-player known as Machine Head, which included their signature 
tune, Smoke On The Water. But Burn was no slouch, either. The album 
marked the recording debut of the band's so-called Mk III line-up, 
with vocalist David Coverdale (later of Whitesnake) replacing Ian 
Gillan as frontman and bassist Roger Glover stepping aside in 
favour of ex-Trapeze man Glenn Hughes on bass/vocals. With 
mercurial guitarist Ritchie Blackmore pulling the strings as well 
as strumming them, Purple were revitalised. The vocal interplay 
between Coverdale 
(deep-toned) and 
Hughes (high- 
pitched) is superb 
throughout Burn. 

The songs vary from 
the blistering title 
track, through the 
moody and reflective 
Sail Away, to the 
classic howling blues 
monster Mistreated.

_ Deep Purplesm
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drum work. The majestic 
Kashmir, packed full of 
sinister Middle Eastern 
sounds, remains the 
best track-all eight- 
and-a-half minutes of 
it. But the spirit of 
Physical Graffiti is, 
perhaps, best summed 
up by Trampled 

Underfoot. Because 
that's how the listener 
feels, when the 
album ends.

Montrose (Warner Bros)
California's Montrose came out of nowhere in 1974, with an album that 
today is regarded as one of the greatest heavy rock debuts of all time. 
The band's leader, Ronnie Montrose, had previously exhibited precious 
little of the rampant guitar playing expertise heard here. Before 
Montrose, Ronnie had been a member of the Edgar Winter Croup; prior 
to that he had been a session musician, most notably playing on Van 
Morrison's Tupelo Honey album alongside future Montrose bassist Bill 
Church. Whatever Ronnie's raison d'etre, his decision to create a 
turbocharged rock'n'roll band was an inspired one... as was his 
employment of 
unknown singer Sammy 
'Sam’ Hagar, later to 
succeed David Lee K 'I
Roth in Van Halen.
Montrose begins with a F 
storming statement of 
intent - Rock The 
Nation - and keeps 
the pedal to the metal 
right up to closing 
track Make It Last 
Sadly 
that is) because Montrose never 
again managed to match the raw intensity of their first release.

Led Zeppelin
Physical Graffiti (Swan Song)
There are numerous classics in Led Zeppelin's oeuvre, but Physical 

Graffiti remains their pièce de resistance. Orginally released as a double 
vinyl album in 1975, it has a dark, brooding, mysterious ambience that 
reaffirmed many fans' faith in the band. Zep's previous album, 1973’s 
Houses Of The Holy, had been a patchy affarand critics had turned on 
them for including half-baked attempts at funk (The Crunge) and reggae 
(DYer Maker). There are no such faux pas on Physical Graffiti. This is a 
sprawling offering with a dense, glutinous sound that showcases Zep's 
strengths to their utmost - notably Robert Plant's untamed singing, 
Jimmy Page's molten guitar playing and John Bonham's mountainous
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Ted Nugent (Epic)
They don't make them like this any more. Coming straight out of The 
Amboy Dukes - a tortuous psych-rock band signed to Frank Zappa's 
Discreet label - guitarist Ted Nugent reinvented himself when he 
snaffled a major deal with Epic Records in 1975. The dippy Detroit-born 
guitarist behind songs such as Why Is A Carrot More Orange Than An 

Orange? was transformed into a mad-axe-hero of the highest order. 
With his career being manhandled by the mighty Leber-Krebs 
organisation, which also managed Aerosmith, Nugent became a white- 
hot property on both sides of the Atlantic. From Stranglehold to 
Stormtroopin', from Hey Baby to Just What The Doctor Ordered, this 
album sums up all that's best about star-spangled heavy music in the 
1970s... and standout track Motor City Madhouse, a paean to Nugent's 
hometown, is tanked-up Yank rock at its finest.

Destroyer (Casablanca)
Kiss - the American comic-book superheroes brought to life - had 
never made a decent album before Destroyer. The songs might’ve been 
there but Kiss (1974), Hotter Than Hell (also 1974) and Dressed To Kill 

(1975) all sounded like they'd been recorded in cowsheds. That 
changed for 1976's Destroyer. The band brought in top-notch producer 
Bob Ezrin, who had made his name with Alice Cooper and the sonic 
results were astonishing. Ezrin (who also brought in outside songwriters 
to rework some of Destroyer's tracks) transformed Kiss from platform- 
booted wannabes into an all-conquering force. At last, the band had a 
sound as big as their egos. It's truly epic stuff. For example, opening 
track Detroit Rock City 

relates the tale of a 
young fan killed in an
auto accident on the VI

way to a Kiss
concert - you even _ 7*
get to hear the sound ’ •
of the car as it < S' ■

crashes. Yet, )
ironically, the most . > / , (

successful song was Li V* ikW»: i Kf“
the sparse ballad M

to
No.7 the US 
singles chart.



AERDSMITH|HH|^Hi
. Rocks (CBS)
, 1 Verosmith mainmen, vocalist Steven Tyler and guitarist Joe Perry, 

' became known as the Toxic Twins during their long battle with 
s' drugs. If you'll forgive the comparison, classic rock doesn't come 

any more addictive than Rocks. It's a big, brash, swaggering album 
that showcases the Boston band at the height of their stadium­
shaking powers. Many British fans used to regard Aerosmith as 
mere Rolling Stones clones - primarily because of Tyler's pouty- 
lipped resemblance to Mick Jagger. Rocks shot that comparison to 
pieces with its combination of mutant blues (Sick As A Dog, Lick 

And A Promise) and bone-jarring funk (Last Child, Get The Lead

■ Out). One listen to Rocks and you just knew Aerosmith were living

UFO
Strangers In The Night (Chrysalis)
It's remarkable to think that UFO - the very classiest of British heavy rock 
bands - began their career playing psychedelic space-metal in the late 
1960s. That all changed when teenage German guitarist Michael 
Schenker joined from The Scorpions in 1973 - and UFO came back down 
to earth. Strangers In The Nightwas originally released in 1978 as a 
double vinyl live album. A jaw-dropping distillation of the band's previous 
Chrysalis-label studio albums, tracks such as Only You Can Rock Me, This 

Kid's, Too Hot To Handle and Out In The Street sounded much more

the rock'n'roll dream to 
the utmost - and 
patently failing to 
sidestep the dangers 
involved. Rats In The 

Cellar is about the 
death of the band's 
drug dealer; while 
Combination reveals 
how a rock star can 
get hold of hard 
drugs as easy as 
ordering a pizza.

ROCKS

Van Halen
Van Halen (Warner Brothers)

No one had ever heard guitar playing like Eddie Van Halen’s 
before. When Van Halen's debut album hit the streets in 

spring 1978, Eddie immediately made every other six- 
stringer’s efforts sound boring and slothful. His fleet­
fingered hammer-ons and all-round whammy-bar abuse

inspired a generation of guitarists to ‘shred’ like never 
before. As if that wasn't enough, Van Halen also 

had an insanely flamboyant frontman in the form 
of David Lee Roth. The combination of flashy, 
technical guitar and testosterone-charged

\ swagger was irresistible. Eddie gets to showcase 
!' his snazzy style on the instrumental Eruption, 

while Roth puts on the glitz on Runnin' With 

The Devil and Ain't Talkin' 'Bout Love. There's 
.. even an endearingly over-the-top cover of 

The Kinks' You Really 

Cot Me. This was no 
flash in the pan. To 
date, the California 
band's debut has 
sold over ten million 
copies in the United 
States alone.

forceful, powerful and potent in a live context. Packed with unparalleled 
songwriting maturity, the songs bristled with electricity and pulsated with 
passion. Special mention must go to singer Phil Mogg's terrifically 
evocative lyrics: imagine a British Bruce Springsteen or
John Mellencamp. 
We kid you not. 
Unfortunately for 
UFO, Schenker left 
during the mixing 
sessions for Strangers 

In The Night. While the 
guitarist would rejoin 
UFO on more than one 
occasion in later years, 
it would never be the 
same again.

AC/DC ■■■
Highway To Hell (Atlantic)
AC/DC are another example of a band who needed a great producer to 
really inspire them. They initially approached Jimi Hendrix's producer 
Eddie Kramer, but when that didn't work out they turned to Robert John 
'Mutt' Lange (later to inspire the career of Def Leppard... not to mention 
that of Shania Twain). Lange took AC/DC’s rough edges and subtly 
sanded them down. He retained their raucous sound, but added a
smidgeon of finesse. The result was AC/DC's biggest-sounding, biggest- 
selling album to date, hitting the Top 10 in the UK and the Top 20 in the 
States. From the sleaze-packed Girls Cot Rhythm to the chest-beating If
You Want Blood (You've Cot It), each track is a masterclass in boogie-fied 
braggadocio. Originally released in mid-1979, sadly the album's title was 
to prove all too prophetic. Lead singer Bon Scott died seven months after 
its release, following a night of heavy alcohol consumption.

BMC
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Right on Q
Just when you thought, it couldn't get better. 
KEF's new Q Series, the latest development 
in the most successful loudspeakers series 
the company has ever produced, manages 
to achieve the impossible and improve 
on perfectioni
All new models benefit from extensively 
remapped crossovers to ensure incredibly 
smooth sound and the unrivalled detailing 

and off-axis performance of the new Uni-Q® 
point source array, featuring the 'tangerine' 
waveguide, ensures a wonderfully even tonal 
response throughout the room and helps to 
deliver outstanding realism.
Audition the new Q Series at your local KEF 
retailer today.

GP Acoustics (UK) Ltd., Eccleston Road, 
Tovi1, Maidstone, Kent MEl 5 6QP, U.K. 
Tel: +44 (0)1622 672261
Fax: +44 (0)1622 750653

KEF and UnKQ are registered trademarks. UnnQ is protected under GB patent 2 236929, U.S. Pat. No. S.548,657 and other worldwide patents. WKEF
www.kef.com INNOVATORS IN SOUND

http://www.kef.com


Just for the 
pure performance.
Nothing but your sound delivered the way it’s meant to he, with 
all tlte clarity and timing that sound professionals demand in their 

performance. Visit www.eclipse-td.net to see how Time-Domain 
technology lets nothing get in the way of your sound.

Eclipse UK +44 (0)20 7328 4499 www.eclipse-td.net

TIME DOMAIN AUDIO SYSTEM

TD508n

FUJITSU TEN

http://www.eclipse-td.net
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CH ICEMAIL
i's best letters
2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW. Or email your letters to hifimail@futurenet.co.uk

Local hi-fi for

LOCAL PEOPLE

I must object to your feature Understanding 

Chinese hi-fi (HFC 310). I am pleased to hear 
that the Chinese workers in audio factories are 
happy and that they are not subjected to 
sweatshop conditions. I'm impressed that the 
engineering facilities are second to none. I also 
understand why this helps lower the price and 
increase the availability of audio products. 
Even the performance of some British- 
designed, Chinese-made products is notan 
issue, as I freely admit they deliver good bang 
for the buck.

My objection lies with the fact that we are 
killing off the last vestiges of the once-great 
British hi-fi industry and this seems to 
represent our attitudes to UK industry in 
general, Back in the 1960s and 1970s, the 

'Buy British' campaign attempted to persuade 
us to buy locally produced products and not 
cheap Japanese imports. This campaign failed 
and as an ultimate consequence of this we 
more or less lost a once thriving automotive 
industry, And now we seem to be strip-mining 
our audio industry.

Local design and build should be the way to 
go. This is not xenophobia; we are in an 
environmentally mad place where scrap metal 
is sent to China to be turned into products that 
are sent to the UK, only to be scrapped in a 
few years, sent back to China and round it 
goes again. How can this not be contributing 
to soaring fuel prices? From an economic 
standing, we are creating a vast and ever­
growing trade deficit, from which we will be 
unable to dig ourselves out from. It's probably 
not a popular option today - thanks to the

"...we are killing off 
the last pest vestiges 
of the hifi industry... ”
credit crunch - but maybe we should not just 
buy the cheapest we can afford, but save up 
and buy best and 'Buy British'J Perhaps if we 
still had a manufacturing base instead of 
focusing on the housing market to drive our 
economy, our credit wouldn't have been so 
crunched in the first place.

My own experiences are worth mentioning 
here. I have been using British-made Nairn 
equipment for years. I have rarely had a 
problem with any of it and on those rare 
occasions of downtime, the equipment has 
been repaired quickly and surprisingly cheaply. 
I have - over the years - built up a very 
expensive system that I gain great satisfaction 
from. This is not because I am particularly 
wealthy; it was assembled through a series of 
upgrades and trade-ins (again at a good price, 
because the products have a reputation that 
extends beyond the first user) and selectively 
buying a combination of new and second-hand 
products. No small amount of the satisfaction 
I get from this hi-fi comes from the process of 
system building. Would I still enjoy the system 
- and process of building it - if I were □

HKMB

'Rozzer' via email

RUSS ANDREWS

Bucking the trend

I read somewhere that there are just over 60 
million people in the UK and we bought almost 
140million CDs in 2007, That means every 
man, woman and child bought on average 
2.33 CDs last year. If that's so, my personal CD 
buying means the rest of my town ain't pulling 
theirweight. I bought something like 80-100 
discs last yearand I'm sure many audiophiles 
did the same. And yet anyone like me over the 
age of about 25 seems sidelined by the music 
business, despite the recent downturn in 
CD sales, WhyJ

HFC It's a fair point. Although there 
are always stories of hi-fi fanatics with 
£24,000 worth of hi-fi and five CDs, 
most hi-fi enthusiasts also have a pretty 
decent music collection alongside their 
spanky audio rigs. And we still buy discs 
at a fair lick, too. But we are targeted 
by the music business - have you ever 
read Classic Rock or its competitors? That 
section of the magazine shelf is aimed 
fairly and squarely at a more mature 
music buyer.

Sound Solutions

SOLUTIONS

The author of our 'letter of the month' 
will receive a free copy of Russ Andrews' 
excellent hi-fi book, Sound Solutions. 
This compact and invaluable tome is an 
excellent guide to getting the best out of 

ilready own. So drop
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[choice Mail] Readers' letters

C dealing with a company based on the 
other side of the world? I don't know, but I 
do know that I would struggle to maintain a 
two-decade-long dialogue with the company 
in the way I have been able to do with the 
folks from Salisbury.

Once upon a time, we imported raw 
materials and goods and exported goods 
and services, now we import goods and 
export services. How long before we import 
goods and have nothing to export? What 
happens then?

M Ryan via email

HFC Do you prefer to save up for the 
'right' product instead of buying the 
'right now' product? Or does price help 
make up the 'right' product for you? 
Should we just Buy British irrespective of 
price or are cheap imports the ultimate 
manifestation of a free market? What 
about high-end American or Eastern 
European imports... are they 'local'? Let 
us know what you think.

Ode td a triode

I bought my first valve amplifier recently (a 
Pure Sound A30) and now I see what all the 
fuss is about. It sounds wonderful, so rich 
and smooth and dynamic. I don't think I 
could ever go back to solid-state after this. 
It makes me wonder why anyone still uses 
transistor amps if they can afford the 
alternative?

Frank Rutherford Dorset

HFC We're glad you are so glad, Frank. 
Although to be perfectly, erm, frank, not 
everyone shares your opinion on valve

"Vinyl was phased out in the 1980s! And yet, 
you keep raking over the ashes of this format."
amplifiers. Some find their performance 
overblown and filled with too-smooth 
second harmonic distortion. Still more like 
the clean and fast bass and pace that 
comes with well-made transistorised 
amplifiers. But forget the tastes of others... 
you have clearly found your own path. 
Enjoy it.

WiFi Choice?
The hi-fi industry is always behind the times, 
but I was shocked to discover a complete lack 
of WiFi product in my local dealer. We are 
living in a WiFi universe and yet hi-fi is still 
obsessed with the sound of cables. Surely no 
cable sounds better?

I suspect high-grade WiFi audio products 
do exist, but they are being kept out of the 
stores and magazines because the cable 
companies want them out of the way.

Dan Fraser via email

HFC A few WiFi enabled audiophile products 
do exist and their numbers will grow in time. 
But there's a fundamental hurdle that needs 
getting over - where do you put the power 
amps? If near (or in) the speaker, you need 
power cables to drive both WiFi device and 
power amp; if the WiFi unit comes after the 
amp, how do you drive the speakers? We 
aren't convinced by your 'no wire' argument, 
either. Instead of lengths of copper and PVC, 
the signal has to pass through a collection 
of active electronics, a transmitter, a receiver 
and yet another box of electronic tricks.

Retrofuture

Your recent vinyl issue (HFC 309) shows up 
just what's wrong with hi-fi. Vinyl was 
phased out in the 1980s, guys' And yet, you 
keep on raking over the ashes of this long- 
dead format. You can't even get LPs in the 
shops anymore and those second-hand 
record stores (like the one in the film High 

Fidelity) are a thing of the past. Even CD is 
on its way out. What's the point in spending 
thousands of quid on a record player if you 
only buy scratched old discs from car boot 
sales and Oxfam shops?

Danny Martin via email

HFC A million LP sales a year say you 
are wrong, Danny. OK, that's small 
potatoes next to the total volume of CDs 
and downloads supplied every year, but 
it means an important sub-set of the 
music-buying public still enjoys vinyl. 
The products we put in the pages of Hi-Fi 

Choice reflect the products sold to hi-fi 
enthusiasts in the UK. If people stopped 
buying turntables, manufacturers would 
stop making them and we would stop 
reviewing them.

The fact that high-street vinyl is rare does 
not mean vinyl has disappeared from sale 
altogether. Specialist dealers exist, often 
as online or mail order companies and the 
market for new and used vinyl is stronger 
than might be imagined from first viewing.

Get Your Tweak On

Pure Sound's A30 valve amp works wonders
Why did you get rid of Jimmy's Tweaks? I 
really enjoy Jimmy Hughes' writing and he 
obviously takes his hi-fi really seriously. I 
didn't agree with a lot of the stuff he wrote - 
especially the part about lining up your 
mains screws - but I always felt he meant 
what he said, no matter how left-field it was. 
Surely it must have been popular, or you 
wouldn't have made two supplements out of 
his old hits?

Sean O'Connell via email

HFC As Jimmy would be the first to admit, 
once you've lined up every screw, got the 
speaker cables in order, reversed the 
polarity of the neutron flow and mastered 
the mains, you begin to wonder what's left 
to tweak. If there comes a time when the 
tweakers of the world need a champion, 
The Mighty Hughes will be back - fighting 
for your rights, removing neon lights.
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"Marantz is no stranger to rhe world of high-end hi-fi and rhe spectacularly wcll- 
engineered SC-1151/SM-l ISl pre/power amplifier combination is a perfect 
illustration of rhe company's talents".

"The stunning metal finish and architectural build brings an unmistakably tactile quality to 
this pair of precious gems".

5M-l 151
Premium Conrrol Amplifier

"The lucky owner gets to enjoy a high class MM/MC phone input in the preamp coupled with 
a hugely robust output stage in the power amp, capable of generating a fast, three-dimensional 
sound that is both smooth and finely derailed with almost any choice of speaker".

"These amplifiers are true 'high-end statements' that stand for the very best in musical repro­
duction".
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ASK 
A LAN
Cot a burning hi-fi question? Ask Alan...

Send your queries to:
Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW. 
Or email your queries to hiflmail@futurenetco.uk

SECOND SYSTEM UPGRADE 
Dear Alan,
I've been away from home for six months 
so I've put together a second system, 
comprising of an old Quad 77 Integrated 
amp, KEF iQS speakers, and a Logitech 
Squeezebox 3 as source, streaming a 
mixture of high-bitrate and lossless audio 
files. I'm now looking at upgrading this 
system to get some of the foot-tapping 
excitement of my system back home 
(Creek Evo amp and CD, Quad 12L).

I'm thinking along the lines of the new 
Nairn Nait Si amp, a Russ Andrews DAC-1 
for the Squeezebox and maybe Focal 
Chorus 716V speakers. I can only afford to 
upgrade one component at a time, so the 
big question is which upgrade would give 
me the biggest improvement?

MH (Russel) Khan via email

HFC We'd recommend upgrading the 
amplifier to the Nairn Nait Si first and 
then the Focal Chorus 716V speakers after 
that The reason for this is the Nairn will 
work well with the KEFs, whereas a Quad- 
Focal combination will likely only make 
you want to upgrade the amplifier faster. 
Then - and only then - should you look to 
the DAC. Try models from PS Audio and 
Cyrus as alternatives. You may find the 
sound of the Logitech/Naim/Focal to be 
exciting enough and the sound of the Russ 
Andrews can appear slow in this context 
You may even find the sound of the 
Logitech on its own is rewarding enough ...

High frequency, low 
CLARITY
Dear Alan,

My system comprises an Audiolab 8000A 
amp, Arcam 8SE CD player, KEF Ql speakers 
on Atacama stands, wired with Kimber 8PR 
cable, Kimber Silversreak interconnects and 
various mains conditioners. It's getting on a 
bit, but so am 1!

My problem is with softer female voices, 
which I have difficulty hearing clearly. Things 
are improved by turning up the treble control, 
but this sometimes affects the music too much. 
Musically I am reasonably happy, but I wonder 
if you can suggest what I need to alter to 
improve clarity of voices, mostly jazz CDs.

Eric Wilson via email

HFC Some of the treble loss is due to age, 
Eric. Sadly, that treble loss is a function of 
both the listener and the system itself. The 
kit you selected was good in its time, but 
these were not the brightest-sounding 
components around even then and as they 
age, so this treble softness worsens. You can 
restore some of the original magic by 
tightening the screws that bolt the drive 
units to the speaker cabinets (these often 
shake loose over time) and plugging and 
unplugging all the cables a couple of times 
to help scrape away any oxidation. You 
might also find putting the conditioners out 
of the loop will help... the paradox is these 
can sometimes clean up the treble, at the 
expense of the treble (this depends on the 
conditioner, though).

If these free tweaks don't work, though, 
the next move is a radical one; change the 
system, either at a single stroke or in stages 
starting with the amplifier. You should check 
out integrated designs from Cambridge 
Audio (Azur 840A) and Nairn Audio (Nait 
Si). You could also include the same brands 
in the CD player and choose from myriad 

loudspeaker brands. The best bet would be to 
visit a demonstration room with your discs.

Then there's the in-head issue. More or less 
the moment after you are done with 
puberty, your hearing begins to decline. This 
is known as presbycusis, a gradual and 
progressive failure in the function of 
cochlear hairs cells. Women appear to have 
a few years advantage over men, but the 
effects still hit us all by middle age to a 
lesser or greater extent. Fortunately small, 
frequency-specific hearing aids exist that no 
longer cover the whole ear. If the problems 
do lie with your hearing more than the 
system, it no longer means turning up the 
treble or the volume to cope... there are 
better ways now.

Big dr small 
SPEAKERS
Dear Alan, 
Until recently I've been 
planning to buy B&W 803s 
for their massive sound...but 
now I've heard a combo of 
Pathos CD player/amplifier 
with Audio Physic Tempo 
speakers and the level of 
detail was just incredible. 
However they didn't have 
enough punch and low 
range for me. Now I'm 
looking to find the best of 
both worlds where I don't 
lose any details (like with 
Audio Physic) but where the 
sound is still quite massive ... 
I'm thinking maybe, more 
powerful amp with, perhaps, 
Audio Physic Scorpio might 
do the trick. Any ideas are 
welcome and I can't wait to 
hear your suggestions...

'Branislav' via email
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King of the Castle

Hello Alan,
I sympathise with the poor soul with a driver 
problem in his old Castle speakers (Rebuilding 
the Castle, HFC 309.) I've been there: I use a 
pair of Castle Howard Mk ll's (circa 1984). Just 
through recent experience I've found Wembley 
Speakers (020 8743 567) can just about 
resurrect any old speaker you wish to name. 
Coil rebuilds, re-alignment, cone rebuilds, etc. 
Wembley recently repaired a bass driver on a 
pair of B&W 8020s. Great job, great price and 
one bloody quick turn around (less than a week 
in my case).

Not to say they are the saviours in all speaker 
cases, but I would recommend them in the case 
of those who wish to enjoy many more years 
with their reliable old friends.

Now, a quick tip to anyone with old drive units 
that appear to be becoming distorted. Try

HFC A big problem in audio that is yet to be fully 
resolved is how to get big speaker dynamic range 
and scale without losing small speaker detail and 
precision, or vice versa. The few speakers that 
have got close to combining these two strains of 
design invariably cost as much as a nice Mercedes 
and demand the sort of electronics that will leave 
your bank balance slimmer than a stick insect on 
a crash diet. As such, there's always a trade off 
and - from your feelings about the Tempo - you 
are probably the sort who would find sacrificing 
this side of the equation tougher than the other 
(if you said you wanted the B&W 803 sound 
with a little more transparency, instead of the 
Tempo sound with more heft, we'd be looking in 
another direction).

We've not tested the Scorpio (most of our 
exposure to Audio Physic stops at the nursery 
slopes end of the market, like the Spark 3), but it 
appears to be well received. We are extremely 
partial to the new Kudos Cardea C30, though, 
which manages to combine the oomph of big 
speakers with the finesse of smaller boxes. This 
would also work well with the Pathos equipment, 
even if they are more commonly associated with 
solid-state amplification.

Keep it clean

Dear Alan,
I've recently bought a turntable (what a great 
investment!) and would like to use my parents' stock 
of LPs. However, some are dirty. Could you please 
suggest a brush I could use to clean off the dust and 
a liquid for the grease stains/ In particular, for stains, 
could I simply immerse vinyl in a diluted dish­
washing liquid/

Asher Uziel via email 

turning the cones 180 degrees. It's usual for 
gravity to have its way on the coils over time, 
especially on the older heavier units. Give them 
a little time for the coils to fall the other way 
around. Works wonders.

David Camp via email

HFC Although most of the time, here in the 
pages of Hi-Fi Choice, you ask and we answer, 
sometimes the solution to a problem comes 
from other sources. If S J Clarke's Castle 
conundrum has not been resolved by the new 
owners of Castle, perhaps Wembley Speakers 
can help. We've also heard good things about 
Recone Lab (q www.richardallanaudio.com/ 
reconelab.new/index.htm) and there's always 
hunting through Audiojumbles and the 
backwaters of the electronic-Bay...

HFC Cleaning dust from records is easy. Just get a 
carbon fibre brush (Milty, Clearaudio) and sweep it 
lightly over the record while it is on the turntable. 
It's also worth investing in a stylus cleaning brush 
to keep the stylus free from crud.

The problem with wet cleaning a record is that 
unless you find a way of removing the 'wet', it will 
cause as much of a problem as the stains you tried 
to remove. The traditional method was to either 
invest in a cleaning machine or to find someone 
who offers a cleaning service. As the investment is 
large, buying your own machine is uneconomic, but 
they do offer a level of disc repair that no other 
record cleaner can provide, because they squirt 
cleaner into the groove and then vacuum the dirt 
and cleaning fluid out at the same time. The Disco­
Antistat is a manual device that lacks the vacuum 
cleaning of the bigger machines but does provide 
some basic cleaning.

There's no point in deep cleaning an LP if you are 
then placing it on a filthy mat or in a static- 
charged record sleeve. Clean the mat (an adhesive 
clothing roller found in pet stores is excellent for 
this) and invest in a set of Goldring or Nagaoka 
anti-static record sleeves.

Alan's Tips
Record Cleaning 
WITHOUT TEARS

There's a common misconception that 
running them under the tap or washing 
them using a diluted version of washing 
up liquid can clean vinyl records. Those 
who cannot afford the cost of a dedicated 
cleaning machine - or are not prepared to 
spend up to a quid per record to get them 
professionally cleaned - are often driven 
to such DIY techniques and are invariably 
upset by the result.

This is because tap or bottled water 
contain mineral salts that are perfectly 
fine for pouring down our necks, but leave 
a residue on the surface of a record. 
Instead, why not make up your own 
version of the cleaning fluid found in most 
record scrubbing machines. The formula is 
more or less the same throughout; three 
parts distilled water to one part lab-grade 
(if possible) isopropyl alcohol, a couple of 
drops of anti-static wetting agent (llford's 
llfotol is the popular choice, but chemical - 
designed for black and white film - may 
prove hard to come by as everyone goes 
digital). If the photographic solution is not 
available, use a couple of drops of screen 
wash, glass cleaner or washing-up liquid. 
In both cases, 'a couple of drops' means 
one part wetting agent to 200 cleaning 
solution. This should not be used on 
shellac 78s though, because alcohol can 
damage them.

Here's how you do it yourself. Lay a 
clean, dry microfibre or well-used and 
clean cotton towel on a flat surface. Place 
your LP on this. Dunk a dedicated 
cleaning brush (once again, Clearaudio 
makes a brush for the task) in the 
cleaning solution until 'saturated'. Gently 
but firmly push this wet brush around the 
grooves of the record in a circular action. 
Let the LP rest for a few minutes, then dab 
the record dry with a cotton cloth or 
towel. Flip the LP over and repeat, then 
leave to dry, ideally overnight.

There's several schools of thought about 
the drying processes. Some let them air­
dry like plates in a rack, others use well- 
used, washed and clean cotton towels, stil 
others recommend microfibre cotton 
cloths, or gently padding the record dry 
with clean but plain cotton T-shirts.

Perhaps that's why buying a cleaner or 
getting someone else to clean your discs i; 
better; you'd struggle to clean more than 
five LPs in an evening, while a machine 
could clean upwards of ten per hour!
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Model 10A

Model 20/2A

Model 20/12A

Model 30/2A

Series M2

Series IV

Series V

Series 300

Ask for details of this superb range:
SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 

tel: +44 (0)1903 814321 fax: +44 (0)1903 814269 
email sales@sml.ltd.uk or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk

w modular w vinyl 
storage

iCube vinyl storage cubes make it easy to arrange your records in 
any way and come ready-assembled in natural or studio pro black 
finish. Beautifully built using 18mm mdf, your favourite music will 
be safe and protected in these fantastic cubes for years to come.

CALL US ON 01328 730405 \

brennan JB7 BEST BUY

It takes under five minutes to load a CD. The brennan JB7 has a 
30W per channel stereo amplifier or you can use it with your 
existing amplifier. Prices from £299.

Get the whole story at www.3ga.org.uk
Or call 01638615117
Introductory offer - Quote HFC08 for free delivery.

One button 
plays your entire 
music collection...
The JB7 stores up to 2,500 CDs in the space 
of a hardback book. JB7 lets you find and play music 
in seconds. The large bright display and remote control 
allow you to play your entire music collection from your armchair. 
Maybe the best thing is the way JB7 finds and plays long 
forgotten tracks in your CD collection
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http://www.3ga.org.uk


only place for definitive

listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high-performance hi-fi in the world.
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American Idol
Audio Research claims this player will expand your taste in music and it's no idle boast

PRODUCT Audio Research CD5
TYPE CD player

PRICE £4,500

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 48x13.5x31.1 cm
O Weight: 11.8kg O Digital outputs: lx BNC 
(unbalanced) 1 x XLR (balanced) O Analogue outputs: 1 x 
RCA (unbalanced), lx XLR (balanced)
O Crystal 24-bit DAC O Philips PRO2M transport
O Pure Class A analogue output stage

CONTACT S 020 8971 3909 ® www.audioresearch.com

N
ot everyone can afford to spend big 
money on a CD player (the recent 
Credit Crunch notwithstanding).

But, if it's the music that matters and you 
appreciate quality, then there are certainly 
worse ways to blow the better part of five-grand.

Mind you, the CD5 is not cheap, but then if 
you know anything about Audio Research kit, 
then you'll know that it will last you a lifetime. 

And, if you ever do decide to sell it - well, 
you'll have plenty of willing punters fighting to 
take it off your hands.

The CD5 actually replaces the earlier CD3/II, 
but could be thought of as a scaled-down 
version of the £8,000 Reference CD7.
Essentially it's a conservative product. It 
doesn't scream 'expensive' at you, because 
you're buying sound quality here; not glitz or
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Audio Research CDS CD player [Review]

In fact, only the most knowledgeable 
visitor, or a highly educated audiophile 
burglar, will realise how much it costs."
glamour. Or maybe, Audio Research has the 
laziest designers around. You choose.

Nevertheless, the Audio Research CDS is 
certainly well-made and still manages to look 
quietly classy. The styling is classic 'ARC; a 
simple rectangular black box with a brushed- 
alloy front panel. There's a choice of silver or 
black for the fascia. Controls are fairly minimal 
and, like a number of CD players, you'll need 
the remote handset to access some of the 
features. The impression is one of quiet 
understatement, rather than flashy ostentation 
and weighing in at about ll.8kg (261bs), it's 
no sylph. In fact, only the most knowledgeable 
visitor, or a highly educated audiophile burglar, 
will realise how much it costs.

The CDS is a top-loading player. This design 
allows for much better internal mechanical 
damping and jitter reduction than typical 
tray-load mechanisms. Audio Research 
developed its own proprietary damping disc 
(fitted over the drive spindle) which is 
specifically tuned (in materials, size, weight 
and so on) to the manner in which the laser 
transport is mounted within the chassis. So, 
essentially, the choice of a top-loading 
transport gives the CDS much more design 
flexibility in achieving, what Audio Research 
refers to as a first-rate sonic performance.

Access to this disc transport is via a sliding 
panel on the top. The handle looks a bit cheap 
and reminiscent of a 1960s kitchen unit, but 

the whole panel arrangement is very practical 
and user-friendly.

Unlike other top-loading players, where the 
disc transport cover actually comes off, you 
don't have to find somewhere to put the cover 
when you load a disc. So there's no risk of 
accidentally dropping the transport cover, or 
'losing' it. And being a top loader, it's also 
easy to clean the laser, if it becomes necessary.

Track access is fast, but not spectacularly 
so. Indeed, the CDS has a 'relaxed' sort of 
feel about it. It invites you to take your time. 
You slide the disc cover back, put the disc on 
the motor spindle, fit the magnetic puck 
(which holds the disc in place) and close the 
cover. The player then reads the disc's 
contents and you're away.

The CDS is not something that encourages 
you to keep changing discs - the 'manual' 
disc loading system sees to that. So you're 
going to start at the beginning and finish at 
the end, because it sounds so good. □
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HFC: What are
‘digital servos' and 
can you describe 
the benefits over hybrid analogue servos'?
There are digital servos in the laser transport to 
control reading accuracy of data We also use 
analogue servos in the output stage to inhibit the 
possibility of any DC offset.

Why did you choose the Burr-Brown chipset 
for the CD5?
We chose the two-channel, 24-bit Burr-Brown (now 
Texas Instruments) PCM1792 D/A package for its 
superior sonic performance compared to others we 
tried. It has lower noise, higher resolution and 
better musicality than the also-rans. It also allowed 
us some design flexibility in implementation - 
always an important factor.

Although an integrated CD player, Audio 
Research also describes the CD5 as a 'CD 
Transport'. But, could a CDS user actually 
achieve any sonic benefit by using a good 
outboard DAC? Wouldn't you risk increasing 
jitter by doing this?
Theoretically, some improvements might be had 
because an external D/A would be relying on 
completely separate power supplies. But our 
experience shows that often these gains are 
offset by the extra jitter, noise and so on, 
introduced by the external digital cable and 
associated connectors.

In terms of sound quality, are the biggest 
gains to be made in the digital domain or 
the analogue stages after conversion or are 
both equally important?
Both are critical to achieving accurate, yet lifelike 
musicality. In our design process, there is no 
single element that we see as the lone necessary 
factor for success - every component is 
important, and nothing can be taken for granted. 
The musical magic is in the detailed knowledge 
hard-won through many years of empirical 
testing and design.

Do you feel CD players like the CD5 are 
getting close to maximising the sonic 
potential of CD, or is there still a long way 
to go?
While we know we have made significant strides 
there certainly remains ground to be gained. 
Just how much, we can't be sure. We are at a 
point in the history of CD technology where it is 
wise to maintain a certain sense of humility and 
keep pushing ahead. As with any artisan maker 
of musical instruments, you never really reach 
the end of the road - the possibility of further 
improvements pulls you along.

□ The heart of the CDS is a Philips Pro2M 
transport, mounted on a machined aluminium 
I-beam. The transport which reads CD, CD-R 
and CD-RW formats, also supports replay of 
the CD layer of a SACD, but not SACD itself. 
So, if you plank a hybrid SACD in the transport, 
it will only be able to play the CD layer, in 
linear PCM. Audio Research isn't trying to 
claim the CDS does something it cannot do, 
but the wording could leave people in some 
doubt as to the CDS's SACD replay.

The mechanism has a special damping 
system to ensure ultra-low mechanical jitter 
and the 1-beam itself is bolted to a heavy 
aluminium plate, in a manner similar to that 
used in the Reference CD7. Audio Research 
has used the Philips mechanism in its CD 
players for several years and firmly believes it 
to be the finest device of its type available 
today - in terms of accuracy of performance, 
construction and reliability.

A Crystal 24-bit DAC is employed, but 
there's no fancy over-sampling. Instead, Audio 
Research has concentrated on getting its 
circuits right and paying attention to power 
supplies. The digital signal is also re-clocked 

jaudio research

'5 HgQg

for reduced jitter. Essentially, the disc 
transport and the digital side of things are 
similar to the Reference CD7.

The main difference between the new player 
and its bigger brother is in the analogue output 
stages. Whereas the Reference CD7 employs 
four 6H30 twin triodes and an advanced tube­
power supply, the CDS has an all-new direct- 
coupled FET output stage with solid-state 
regulated power supply.

Apparently, the power supply used in the 
Reference player is very expensive, so Audio 
Research was compelled to take a different 
route with the CDS to keep costs down. 
Instead, comparisons should be made with its 
predecessor; the CD3/ll. The claimed result 
being a measurably better performance, as 
well as better sound.

Stereo separation is now 120dB (compared 
to the CD3/ll's 92dB), while the signal 
to noise ratio is 114dB compared to the earlier 
player's 90dB. Interestingly, power 
consumption when idle, has been cut from 26 
watts to just 14 watts with the CDS.

Apparently, the CD7 runs very hot indeed - 
comparable to some power amps - but the
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CDS barely changes temperature. Even after 
several hours use, it's not even warm to the 
touch and it's absolutely whisper-quiet during 
operation - with no discernible motor or disc 
noise or mechanical hum.

SOUND QUALITY

Audio Research suggests the CDS will broaden 
your taste in music, encouraging you to listen to 
things with fresh ears. We would strongly concur 
with this statement, as the player has a very 
attractive sound that's engaging and involving. 
Tonally, it sounds very smooth and open, with a 
lovely clean top and deep firm bass.

I t's a smooth refined-sounding player. Yet this 
i s deceptive; it's also surprisingly assertive. While 
i t can be very beguiling, it can also startle and 
shock. There's more than a touch of iron fists in 
velvet gloves with the CDS. It produces a very 
cultivated sound, but don't be fooled - the 
knockout blow will catch you by surprise.

The midband is very full and rich-sounding 
- unusually so for a CD player. This gives the 
sound a very 'analogue' sort of ease and warm 
tonality. The top end is beautifully clean. So 
dig out all your old harsh-sounding CDs and 
hear them transformed and rejuvenated I

The bottom end is unusually powerful and 
deep, giving the music a proper sense of 
weight and fullness uncommon with CD. It's 
definitely a player with the ability to shock 
and surprise, as well as caress and beguile.

11 presents the music in a very coherent 
manner that allows you to make sense of 
difficult, unfamiliar works. It's also very good 
on pitch definition and allows you to follow 
i ndividual lines, without the loudest voice or 
i nstrument dominating. The presentation is 
attractive and pleasant, which encourages 
you to listen over extended periods.

Listening to the player first via its 
unbalanced analogue outputs, since this is 
(probably) how most CDS owners are likely 
to use their player, we eventually switched 
over to 'balanced' and (as expected) heard a 
big improvement. The balanced option more 
or less doubles the output of the player from 
2.6 volts to S.2 volts.

This makes the sound 'bigger' and more 
assertive, increasing its scale and sense of 
power. The music seems to have greater 
depth and range and the loud passages 
appear to expand more. In fact, if your 
preamp has balanced inputs, then it's worth 
spending extra money to get a set of cables 
with XLRs to use the CDS's balanced output.

You'll get a very big improvement in 
dynamics and overall sound quality - though 
check to make sure the extra output can be 
handled without overload. The CDS also offers

Audio output stage
Power transformer for Power transformer for
digital circuitry analogue circuitry

"It presents the music in a very coherent 
manner that allows you to make sense 
of difficult, unfamiliar works."
balanced and unbalanced digital outputs for 
those wishing to use an outboard DAC.

Stereo soundstaging is very vivid and 
unusually holographic for CD, although we're 
uncertain as to whether the CDS's increased 
stereo separation from 92dB to 120dB would 
actually be audible in itself. Certainly, the 
CDS images well.

Audio Research seems unimpressed with the 
compromises involved with CD sounds on 
SACD and have optimised the CDS for 
replaying the 'other layer' of this dual-layer 
format. Playing CDs on the Arcam DV135, for 
example, a player with the ability to spin 
virtually every type of silver disc known to man, 
the CDS sounds a lot richer and weightier. The 
Arcam does sound smooth and open, but lacks 
the CDS's dynamics and attack; the audio is 
less colourful and the music has less 
personality. It was only when the Arcam played 
the SACD layer (leaving the Audio Research 
playing the CD layer, of course) did we feel the 
Arcam gained back some of this lost ground.

Whereas the CDS made virtually every CD 
sound good, some SACDs showed noticeably 
greater focus and precision, but no consistent 
pattern emerged. A good SACD can and 
often does out-perform a CD, but there's no 
denying that the CDS get cracking results 
from compact disc and given the limited 
number of SACD titles available, maximising 
CD playback has to be a number one priority.

We've heard the CDS stacked up against the 
flagship Reference CD?, in the context of an 
all Audio Research system. In this setting, you 
might expect the Reference CD? to shine, and 
shine it did. Interestingly though, although 
distinctly better in many ways, it never once 
showed up the CDS. There's an additional 
sense of air, a more expansive soundstage and 
an added coherence that marks out the more 
expensive player, but not as marked as you 
might expect and the CDS acquits itself very 
well. You could live very happily ever-after 
with a CD player of CDS's calibre. It doesn't 
get much better than this. HFC

Jimmy Hughes

VERDICT LR1JI
SOUND

*****

FEATURES

****

BUILD -AAA-A-
VALUE

****

D PRO
If the Reference CD7 makes a 
strong case for best CD player 
money can buy, this comes 
astoundingly close to the 
performance for less money. 
A CD player to take on SACD - 
and win!

□ CON
It may be a justifiable 
expense in the light of the 
performance, but it's still a lot 
of money.

CONCLUSION
Not cheap, but fabulous sonics, very good build, and balanced 
analogue and digital outputs. Audibly better than most CD 
players on the market - natural. and refined. yet detailed, 
assertive and very dynamic.

HHICHOICE ★★★★ ★
OVERALL SCORE

BE3 www.techradar.com/455309
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Classik reborn
Linn is back with the all-new Classik and it's better than ever!

PRODUCT Linn Classik Music

TYPE One-box hi-fi system

PRICE £1,250
KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 38x8x37cm
O Weight: 6,5kg O Digital inputs: 2x digital (coaxial and
Toslink) OAnalogue inputs 2x stereo O Outputs: 
Loudspeaker (BFA), lx preamp (RCA), lx recording (RCA), 
1 x digital (Toslink) O Rated power: 40W (8 ohms)

CONTACT S 01413 077777 »www.lmnco.uk

A
 full Linn electronics kit for £1,250? If this 
is from the same stable as the company's 
standalone items, it has got to be one of 
the most attractive bargains of the age. It does 

no harm, either, that Linn was one of the first of 
the UK audiophile brands to embrace the one- 
box concept a few years back. And with that 
knowledge to hand, we were certainly keen to 
get our hands on the latest version.

An unpretentious, near-square box, the 
Classik Music is a CD player, FM/AM tuner, 
DAC, preamp and power amp all in one, with a 
fair bit of multi-room capability built in as well. 
It lays claim to 75-watt output, though that's 
into a four ohm load and it even has 'green' 
credentials in the form of a high-efficiency 
switch-mode supply, not to mention a -qaper- 

free' manual supplied on CD-ROM. Just about 
the only thing it doesn't seem to have is a 
phono stage.

Getting all this functionality into a case this 
size is quite an achievement, even in this age 
of miniaturisation. The CD transport (actually 
a DVD-ROM transport, if we've understood the 
labels on it correctly) is mounted amidships, 
but there’s already an additional circuit board 
underneath it. To the left is a heavily screened 
enclosure where the power supply resides, 
while on the right is another aluminium lump 
which turns out to be the heatsink for the
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Linn Classik Music one^box hif system [Review]

power amp. A small fan, with a little air duct next 
to it, is mounted on the end of the heatsink: it's 
evidently temperature-controlled and must be a 
belt-and-braces inclusion as we never got it to 
come on, even when driving the amp hard and 
l ong in the lab.

Then at the back is another circuit board, 
mounted upside-down so that all one sees is 
circuit traces. Removing this, we found that the 
FM/ AM tuner is a familiar device from Kwang 
Sung Electronics, the usual kind of package about 
the size of a pack of playing cards which does 
almost everything including RDS. Yet another 
circuit board is underneath it, with various 
connectors mounted on it

One major space-saving has come from using 
i ntegrated circuit power amplifier modules. Once 
reviled (with good enough reasons a couple of 
decades ago), these have improved over the years 
and now feature in some quite well-respected kit 
from a wide variety of manufacturers.

"Getting all this functionality into a 
case this size is quite an achievement, 
even in this age of miniaturisation."
They don't quite eliminate the need for 
external components, but they reduce the parts 
count considerably, especially when one 
considers that they include all sorts of fault 
protection. From them, the signal runs to BFA 
connectors on the back panel - those slightly 
bizarre 'inverted 4mm plug' connectors 
i nvented to avoid a feared ban on regular 
4mm sockets which never materialised. They 
work perfectly well, just make sure your dealer 
sells you some suitably terminated cables 1

Unlike other single-box systems we've seen 
(Arcam Solo etc.), the Classik Music has output 
sockets to feed as many as four other rooms in 
a home via Linn's 'Knekt' system. This uses 
cheap and relatively unintrusive cable between 
rooms, with power amplification carried out 
locally. Of course, this isn't a full server and 
there is no capability for playing different 
sources to different rooms, but it's a nice 
feature to have.

We've nothing but praise for the standard of 
build and finish of this unit The CD drawer is 

perhaps the most discreet we've yet seen, it 
fits into the front panel so well that one could 
easily miss it altogether. The rest of the fascia 
i s very smart and other details, like the feel 
and consistency of the buttons, have been 
well attended to. The remote control is a 
little dowdy by comparison, though it does 
make life easier. The display is smart and 
informative, and is dimmable - but by default 
i t adjusts its brightness automatically 
according to ambient light conditions. Other 
features include balance and simple tone 
controls, plus a host of user settings which 
most folks will never need to use, but could 
save the day in odd cases.

SOUND QUALITY
We'll get our one ergonomic quibble out of 
the way first: this is possibly the very slowest 
CD in terms of disc loading that we've ever 
encountered. Over 15 seconds feels like a very 
long time - indeed, it was long enough for us 
to wonder if it was time to get a replacement 

unit from Linn. But no, the machine was 
working and was worth the wait. This is a 
rather a tasty bit of kit.

I f your expectations of Linn sound are based 
i n the 1980s you'll, perhaps, only be partially 
satisfied. The famed Pace, Rhythm and Timing 
are pretty good, but they're not outstanding. 
I nstead, Linn has made some concessions to 
the detail and polish school of hi-fi thought 
and, while that may disappoint some diehards, 
we suspect it's a sensible direction to take 
given the likely market for the present device.

Perhaps, we should have tried Linn speakers, 
but we used mainly ATC and Bowers and 
Wilkins models, both moderately thirsty for 
watts and, in the latter case, for current in 
particular. In both cases we were rewarded 
with some very energetic music-making. It 
seems the apparently modest output power 
i s at least delivered willingly and though we 
could make the Classik run out of steam we 
were starting to get aurally overpowered 
before it did so.

So there's enough welly for normal 
applications. 'For normal applications' could be 
some sort of catchphrase for the Classik Music 
i n a way, as it seems to have a very good grasp 
of what's required in all hi-fi areas without, 
perhaps, standing out in any of them. □

WARNING
THIS APPARATUS MUST BE EARTHED
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We spoke with Gilad 
Tiefenbrun, the 
Director of Engineering 
for Linn

HFC: Multi-stream 
servers seem to be 
popular for multi­
room installations 
these days, but the
Classik Music is single-source. Doesn't that 
limit its market a bit?
GT: Linn was the first specialist manufacturer to 
demonstrate hi-fi performance from a fully 
integrated product Classik Music is ideal for 
customers who want a simple life. You can play your 
CDs, or listen to the radio; you don't need to read a 
complex instruction manual to figure out how to 
use it. Everything you need for musical enjoyment - 
CD and Radio, preamp and power amps - is in one 
classic, compact, transportable unit.

We notice there's no digital radio. Did you 
consider that option?
Classik Music's digital input lets you attach your 
preferred digital radio, be that DAB, satellite or 
Freeview, so the Classik Music is flexible and future­
proof for radio listeners.

Like several makers, you've chosen a ROM - 
type transport: do you find this gives better 
performance in an audio application?
The challenge we faced was finding a drive where 
the high-speed retrieval was not so fast that the 
rotational noise of the disc became intrusive. The 
disc-reading solution we have implemented in the 
Classik Music combines really excellent performance 
on the data retrieval and reliability fronts, with quiet 
operation while the music is playing.

Linn seems to like switch-mode power 
supplies. Are these now on a par with linear 
supplies from an audio point of view?
We're delighted to introduce a switch-mode on the 
new Classik Music, because we get dramatically 
improved audio performance and lose the eco-un- 
friendly transformer from the last of our products. 
After a large bass note, the voltage rails on a 
linear supply dip and the secondary side 
capacitors can only be recharged on the next 
mains cycle. With a switched-mode supply, when a 
large bass note pulls energy from the voltage rail, 
the capacitors are recharged at the switching 
frequency of 50kHz, outside of the audio 
bandwidth. One of the challenges is electrical 
noise. In the process of developing our filters to 
remove the noise we have achieved noise figures 
as good as our older linear supplies.

□ That sounds like damning with faint 
praise, but consider this: not only by Linn 
standards but by anybody's, this is not 
expensive kit. Yes, f 1,250 is a fair chunk 
of money, even in 2008, but for a CD 
player, DAC, tuner and amp it's reasonable 
in the extreme, And then it's pretty obvious 
that this device will not sell to the 'hi-fi 
nutter' who wants to tweak and tweak and 
optimise sound for some specific aural 
requirement. You buy a unit like this if 
you want decent sounds all round with 
the absolute minimum of hassle.

And decent it is, The clincher, though, is 
that the whole does seem to transcend the 
sum of the parts, Across all the sources and 
options, the sound of this unit is just very 
enjoyable, more involving than one might 
have expected at first hearing, We used the 
internal CD drive for about half our listening 
and it is probably the strongest suit (and 
by the way, it is mechanically one of the 
quietest transports we've used in a while, 
a welcome finding when so many emit 
annoyingly audible clicks and whirrs). 
The DAC is just a shade less clear, though 
strangely it seemed to have slightly more 
'kick' to its upper bass. The tuner is very 
good, as free of background noise and the 

familiar FM distortions as any we've heard 
lately, while separating the variables as far as 
possible (by connecting external sources or 
listening to CDs via the line output and 
external amps) suggested that the amplifier 
is the limiting factor for detail, but is never­
theless no slouch in that area,

We feel that Linn has made an admirably 
sensible set of decisions in designing the 
Classik Music, Its sound is good enough to 
stand comparison with any stack of separates 
one could assemble for a similar cost and, 
if it could be beaten in specific areas, we still 
doubt that many systems could rival its all­
round achievement and the general sense 
of 'being there' it manages to produce. 
Operation is pleasant, looks are pure class 
and the saving in real estate is significant, 
Multi-room expansion options are merely 
the icing on a rather attractive cake, HFC

Richard Black

CONCLUSION
A very well judged multi-function box which seems likely to 
bring high-quality music to many homes which would not have 
considered a 'traditional' hi-fi. Although the disc loading 
mechanism is amazingly slow».

SOUND
****

a pro
Highly convenient and well­
featured, but the big 
::rartonis sound which 
really involves the Listener-, 
giving a sense of scale and 
immediacy which few budget

FEAnJRES*****

BUILD
★★★★★

systems can rival.

□ CON
If one is listening critically for 
hi-fi niceties, detail is not the 
best, nor is rhythm - but 
that's probably notthe point.

VALUE*****

HI-FICHOICE ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
OVERALL SCORE

www.techradarrom/456000
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Meridian F8o. Listen closely.

The Meridian F80. developed in collaboration with 
Ferarri, represents 30 years of audio research and 
manufacture condensed into a small and beautiful 
shell. It’s a complete system: a CD and DVD player 
with iPod connectivity and AM/FM/DAB digital radio. 
You’ll be amazed that something so compact allows 
you to hear more of your music, recovering buried 
information from the recording and producing 
a sound full of detail and depth. But then it shares 
the same technologies as Meridian’s flagship 
components and loudspeakers: sound systems 
so advanced that if a microphone can detect it, the 
system can reproduce it. Hearing really is believing. 
Call 01480 445678 to arrange a demonstration 
of the F80’s outstanding performance.

“a brilliantly designed and made compact music system” 
HiFi World

“truly unbelievable performance” 
The Robb Report, January 2008.

“there is nothing available elsewhere that compares” 
AVReview.co.uk

www.meridian-audio.com

nnekid^ui

terrari
Produced under license of Ferrari SpA. FERRARI, the PRANCING HORSE device, all associated logos and distinctive designs are trademarks of Ferrari SpA. /MERIDIAN

AVReview.co.uk
http://www.meridian-audio.com
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A rare vintage
Classic speaker from Sonus faber is reprised in its original form

PRODUCT Sonus faber Minima Vintage

TYPE Standmount loudspeaker

PRICE £2,150 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 20x33x27.5cm
O Weight: 6,9kg O Drivers: 28mm soft fabric dome 
tweeter 0120mm cellulose midrange O Sensitivity: 
84dB O Impedance: 8 ohms O Enclosure: solid 
hardwood, leather coverings on baffle and rear

CONTACT a 020 8971 3909 ® www.absolutesounds.com

T
he Italians wrote the book on high- 
class compact loudspeakers, partly 
through availability of fine sustainable 

homegrown hardwoods, plus a particular 

affinity for high-quality craftsmanship in the 
design and build of loudspeaker enclosures. 
Last month (HFC 311) we looked at one 
excellent example, the Opera Callas, with its 
novel five tweeter arrangement. But Sonus 
faber is probably the most celebrated example 
of them all and the Minima is the model that 
started the trend. Indeed it was Sonus faber's 
first loudspeaker and it has been reintroduced 
to the market in its original form. Aficionados 
will be familiar with this model, but others are 
in for a treat. Although traditional in terms of 
technology, the voicing and attention to detail 
mark it out from others in its class.

Technically it is a straightforward two-way 
vented design intended for use on tall pedestal 
stands. The enclosure has a capacity of just six 
litres and is constructed from solid Italian 
walnut staves, which are grain-oriented and 
glued together. The baffle and rear are covered 
in leather, which is designed to help with 
dispersion of midrange energy (in the case of 
the front covering) and the enclosures have 
smoothly rounded edges to help control 
diffraction. The enclosure is heavy and solid, 
with almost no resonant signature when 
rapped thanks to the solid construction. The 
use of the word Vintage in the model name is
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Sonus faber Minima Vintage loudspeaker [Review]

particularly appropriate for the enclosure, 
which has what appears to be an oiled finish 
over a highly figured grain. In fact, Sonus 
faber use what is claimed to be a medium­
gloss ecologically sensitive varnish. The 
appearance is very classy and luxurious, 
especially when offset by the leather 
coverings. The adjustable stands feel as 
solid as a rock and are designed to be 
adjusted according to your seating. In 
addition, the speakers can be tilted on 
their adjustable spiked feet.

The moving parts consist of a 120mm 
cellulose acryate cone driver with a vented 
basket and a 28mm ferrofluid-cooled, doped 
soft-fabric-dome tweeter, which are crossed 

"One curiosity of the Minima Vintage is that 
the design is vinually identical in both its 
original and current incarnations."
over by a first order (6dB/octave) 
network centred on 2kHz. Sensitivity is 
low at 84dB, which begs comparison with 
the BBC's LS3/Sa. Impedance is 8ohms 
and power handling (slightly optimistically) 
is rated at up to l 00 watts, but the 
speaker does exhibit some signs of strain 
if pushed too hard.

One curiosity of the Minima Vintage is 
that the design is virtually identical in 
both its original and current incarnations. 
The new model has the same drivers and 
enclosure as the original Minima, which 
dates back to the early '90s. The only 
differences are that the basket for the 
mid/woofer has been changed for

unspecified reasons and the back is now 
dressed in leather, which probably has little 
effect, other than to provide some additional 
damping for the rear panel.

SOUND QUALITY

Although it bears the name of one of Sonus 
faber's most well-respected early models, 
we've actually had little experience of its 
namesake, allowing us to approach the 
Minima Vintage as a completely new model, 
without unrealistic expectations.

Despite which, it comes across as a typical 
high-class thoroughbred compact of the 
old-school, with a slightly shy lower bass 
and a matching roll off in the extreme treble.

Then the Minima Vintage is clearly at its most 
comfortable in the mid and upper midband - 
where a lot of musical fundamentals are 
placed - and also the main part of the voice 
region, 300Hz - 2kHz or so. Here it sounds 
expressive, subtle and unboxy, with a typical 
Sonus faber warmth and grace. The lowest 
couple of octaves are on the lightweight side, 
but not without a hint of muscularity. It does, 
however, require a subwoofer (see below) to 
develop further here.

On the whole, the slight loss of top 
end is no big deal: it merely underlines 
the quintessentially Italianesque warmth 
and grace of the design. Of course, there 
is some marginal loss of very fine detail, 
though not predominantly on the main 
(forward) tweeter axis and one consequence 
is that the new Minima (and presumably 
this applies equally to the original) is not 
as analytical as some.

11 is more in BBC LS3/Sa speaker territory 
than a modern studio monitor, though it 
is surely a much better animal overall. 
Where there is a noticeable loss, is in the 
reverberant field, which is driven by the 
tweeter's off-axis dispersion, which is not 
quite as broad as some. On axis it sounds 
sharp and precise at low to normal listening 
levels. But the tweeter doesn't have the 
headroom of some more recent designs. 
Push the speaker hard and the treble 
becomes rather peaky, keep pushing and 
eventually it generates some grain. But, at 
moderate levels, which should suffice for all 
but the most extreme situations, the tweeter 
is smooth and sweet.

Using the speaker with a subwoofer 
helps as its performance is limited by the 
air-moving ability of the diminutive 120mm 
bass/mid cone. The rear-facing port is 
tuned to cover the upper bass, centred 
around an estimated 65Hz. Given this, the 
bass is quite full and sonorous in balance 
with everyday material.

We did spend some of the review period, 
however, with a truly high-class subwoofer, 
namely the Martin Logan Descent i, which 
is as superb an advocate for music as it is 
for home cinema. The effect it has is to 
immeasurably increase the range of tonal 
colours, making organ pedal and low notes 
on the piano noticeable for the first time. It 
also greatly increases the depth and sonority 
of orchestral material, whilst more generally 
expanding the dynamics of the sound,

In one remarkable example, Anton Webern's 
Im Sommerwind's Idyl for Lorge Orchestra 
sounded, without LF reinforcement, 
emasculated and diminished in scale, The 
subwoofer also needs to be carefully set up, 
but when this is done, the match is remarkably 
good, with no obvious discontinuity in the 
sound across the audio band.

In no sense, other than size, is this your 
archetypal compact. In some respects its 
design priorities are somewhat old- 
fashioned, but loudspeaker technology 
advances only incrementally on everyday 
timescales and there is little about the 
Minima Vintage that could be described as 
dated. Make no mistake, it is an absolute 
joy to use for any period of time. It is 
voiced to perfection, given the natural 
limitations imposed by its lack of cubic 
inches and limited cone radiating area. 
It images superbly too and the slightly 
romantic warmth of the design is well- 
judged in this context and works well 
with the superb aesthetics. HFC

VERDICT /
SOUNO

****__

EASE OF DRIVE

*****

BUILD

*****

VALUE

****

□ PRO
Classic loudspeaker 
reintroduced, with impressive 
musical presentation that 
seems particularly in tune 
with classical and acoustic 
music genres.

D CON
Not designed for high-level 
use, so rock fans should 
probably look elsewhere, 
though it works better than 
expected with a subwoofer.

CONCLUSION
Fabulous sub-compact designed for standmounting has a 
warmth and grace that epitomises the finest of the Italian 
Loudspeaker craft, with a solid wood and leather dressed 
enclosure to match.

HLFICHOICt
OVERALL SCORE ★ ★★★★

november 2008 | HI-FI CHOICE Sl



Silver sophisticate
Meridian updates its popular C-series with a proprietary filter for enhancing CD quality

PRODUCT Meridian G08.2

TYPE CD player
PRICE £2,250
KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44x9x3 5cm
O Weight: 9kg O Analogue outputs: 2x balanced XLR 
stereo, 2x phono stereo O Digital outputs: lx optical, 
1x electrical O Upsampling to 176.4kHz/24-bit
O Apodizing digital filter
CONTACT a 01480 445678 Swww.mendian-audio.com

T
hroughout a thirty year history, 
Meridian has ploughed its own furrow 
to very good effect, combining the 

creative engineering talents of Robert Stuart 
with those of industrial design guru Alan 
Boothroyd to produce some of the most 
original and beautiful 'high-end' hi-fi 
equipment on the planet. The company has 
been a noteworthy pioneer, responsible for a 

number of innovations in multi-room, multi­
channel and home cinema sectors, but 
especially in digital audio, where it was the 
very first company to introduce an 'audiophile' 
CD player, then later develop the MLC 
(Meridian Lossless Compression) system, 
before being deeply involved in the DVD- 
Audio format.

When the G-series was originally launched 
some five years ago, the components tended 
to reflect the company’s preoccupation with 
multichannel surround sound. The fact that 
it included two standalone CD players (G06, 
G08) seemed almost like an afterthought, 
though both models proved rather more 
commercially successful than Meridian 
had anticipated

Given the rate of change that goes on 
amongst electronic components and 

mechanical devices like disc drives, five years 
is quite a long time to keep a particular CD 
player design in production. Although this new 
G08.2 looks just like its predecessor, and 
carries exactly the same £2,250 pricetag, 
introducing it provides Meridian with the 
opportunity to incorporate the latest thinking 
and componentry and do so at the same time 
as its ‘flagship’ 808 model also graduates to 
Mk2 status. It's fair to assume that these two 
models will share a number of techniques and 
components, even though they are very 
different in terms of price, casework and 
internal architecture. The smaller, neater G08.2 
features a slot-loading system for discs, rather 
than the 808.2's sliding drawer, fits most of 
its electronics on a single horizonal board 
and naturally involves some economies in 
componentsand power supplies.
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It's a very attractive player. Finished in 
a mixture of silver anodised metal and black 
glass, it has just enough styling to make it 
look interesting and avoids over-egging the 
pudding and becoming fussy, though the 
fastidious might find the mix of fascia 
typefaces rather unnecessary. The player is 
fairly slim, but quite deep, the regulation 
'full width' fascia mollified by nicely rounded 
vertical edges.

Most major functions are available from 
a row of five back-lit piano key buttons, 
assisted by a 'shift' or 'soft' key labelled 
' more' which adds extra functions like scan, 
repeat, display brightness and track 
programming, identified on the clearly 
legible vacuum fluorescent display. The 
Atapi ROM disc drive has a slot-loading 
mechanism, like those used for laptop 
computers and dashboard in-car players, 
so all that's needed is an 'eject' button.

Meridian 608.2 CO player [Review]

"...having the naked disc sucked from one's 
fingers might seem unfamiliar, but it's a fast 
and efficient means of loading a disc."

However, these controls are really just a 
back-up, as most operations will be carried 
out using the remote control unit - the term 
'handset' is hardly appropriate for the quite 
bulky table-top device supplied here. 
Codenamed MSR+ and about the same size 
as a paperback book, this unit is willing and 
able to operate a complete Meridian system, 
may be programmed to control source 
components from other brands and even 
comes with its own instruction booklet.

The rear panel is well-stuffed with socketry, 
ensuring fine connection flexibility. Both 
balanced (XLR) and single-ended (phono) 
stereo outputs are available, as are S/PDIF 
digital outputs in both optical (TOSI ink) 
and electrical (phono) form. Extras include 
an RS232 plus infra-red sensor reception 
and comms sockets for integration in 
Meridian systems.

The G08.2 uses a computer-style ROM drive 
to read the CDs and this allows high scanning

speeds so that data can be re-read if necessary 
to ensure accurate recovery and error 
avoidance. The associated buffering system 
uses re-clocking to minimise jitter. The player 
handles regular CDs, CD-Rs, CD-RWs and the 
majority of 'hybrid' discs and will deliver the 
data from DTS CDs via the digital output for 
external decoding.

High bandwidth/bit-rate (176.4kHz/24-bit) 
Delta Sigma DACs are used and a powerful 
1SOMIPS (million bits per second) digital 
processor upsamples the regulation
44.1 kHz/16-bit CD data to 176.4kHz/24-bit 
for feeding to the internal DACs, or to 88.2kHz 
at the digital output. Much of what we don't 
like about the CD medium is to do with the 
players' anti-aliasing filters and the steeper 
linear-phase digital filters that replaced 
analogue minimum-phase filters also 
generated pre-echo. Upsampling the data rate 
allows the digital filtering to take place well 
above the audio band, to minimise its in-band

intrusiveness, and the considerable power of 
the DSP chip allows the use of Meridian's new 
'apodizing' digital filter, which delivers a 
minimum phase output that is free from ripple 
or pre-echo. It is even suggested that CDs 
played back via this filter can sound betterthan 
they did at the mastering stage in the studio.

Discovering that the G08.2 had a slot­
loading mechanism came as a bit of a surprise. 
In the very early days of CD, some of the first 
dashboard slot-loading in-car players were 
accused of scratching discs. Such possibly 
hypothetical worries of twenty years ago might 
seem risible today, but probably explain why 
this approach is still uncommon amongst 
standalone CD players today. No such concerns 
raised their heads here, it should be stressed: 
having the naked disc sucked from one's 
fingers might seem unfamiliar, but it's a fast 
and efficient means of loading a disc.

Ergonomically the player itself is a delight to 
use and one couldn't help admire the 
intelligent way the main control buttons have 
been configured. The remote control unit is a 
rather different matter. While those operating 
a complete and complex Meridian system 
might well appreciate its considerable 
flexibility, it goes so far beyond the Cl

WARNING SHOCK HAZARD - DO NO 1 OrcN
NO USER SERVICEABLE PARTS INSIDE

CLAS^LASE^RODUC^

BALANCED OUT R ANALOGUE OUT 1 f BALANCED OUT L I i OPTICAL OUT DIGITAL OUT ] MAINTENANCE MERIDIAN COMMS
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In n, it

We spoke with Bob 
Stuart, Meridian's 
Chairman and Chief 
Technical Officer

Could you please describe and explain any 
other significant changes in the new model? 
A different CD decoder gives greater error 
correction and the electronics have a lower noise 
floor because there are fewer clocks. But the most 
important change is the introduction of the 
apodizing filter. It's really exciting the way this 
removes CDs distracting 'edgy1 quality, so that CD 
starts to sound very like the higher resolution 
digital formats. It can even correct for the pre-echo 
problems created by A-to-D converters during the 
original recording process. I now find I can do 
demonstrations with early 1990s DC recordings 
that previously sounded quite unpleasant.

would seem that the main difference in the 
new model lies in its use of a slot-loading- 
disc drive mechanism. Was there a specific 
reason for making this change?
BS: There were several reasons. The prejudice 
against slot-loading has gone away (partly thanks 
to Apple's laptops) and we believe its inherent 
simplicity benefits sound quality. And because we 
use an automotive-grade mechanism, it's reliable, 
durable and good at vibration resistance.

HFC: it’s nearly 
five years since . 
Meridian introduc 
the original G08.

Although I understand the G08.2 has the 
same 150MIPS capacity processor and 
apodizing digital filter as the 808.2, ifs a 
little behind in sound quality. Can you 
explain the main compromises?
The 808.2 has a superior implementation of the 
apodizing filter. An extra FIFO buffering stage 
means that it also has lower jitter. And the 
analogue stage is better separated

A number of the G08/ G08,2's features are 
oriented towards integration in a complete 
Meridian system. How are sales split 
between players bought as standalone items 
and those integrated into complete systems. 
This varies considerably from one territory to 
another. We certainly sell more CD than DVD 
players, especially in the UK, Europe and the Far 
East, where there seems to be a trend back to two- 
channel stereo. The US is more DVD and surround 
sound oriented. However, the really crucial question 
has to be. can we avoid an MP3 future?

/MERIDIAN

□ relatively simple requirements needed to 
operate a CD player that the words 
'sledgehammer' and 'nut' come to mind_ While 
the MSR+ will be difficult to lose down the side 
of the sofa, a much simpler, smaller and lighter 
CD-dedicated handset might perhaps be a 
worthwhile inclusion in the accessories box.

Connecting up is straightforward enough, 
though preamplifiers with balanced inputs 
are a rarity in Britain and none was available 
at the time the review was carried out. The 
G08.2 could, therefore, only be auditioned via 
its single-ended phono outputs, whereupon 
it delivers very satisfactory results indeed_

I n truth the term 'satisfactory' is classic 
British understatement, as this is a very fine 
CD player indeed, with very few grounds for 
criticism. It's essentially sweet, with a wide 
dynamic range above an effectively inaudible 
noise floor. It delivers precise and well-focused 
stereo images with decent depth and plenty of 
air and ambience_ The full, firm and positive 
bass delivery is, perhaps, its strongest suit, 
providing the solid foundation that underpins 
any musical performance_

However, don't assume that the G08.2 is an 
808.2 on the cheap. It might share much of 
the same technology and cost less than one 
third of the price, but since the opportunity 
arose to compare the two players directly, it 

was clear that the senior model has the edge 
on its less costly sibling. Good though the 
G08.2 is, it doesn't quite match its senior 
rival in terms of total voice coherence - 
consonants and sibilants aren't quite as 
sweetly integrated in the whole, leading to 
a slight increase in artificiality and a sound 
that's a little less relaxing over the long haul.

The G08.2 handled everything on Laurie 
Anderson's lg89 Strange Angels disc with 
considerable aplomb, from the crisp, 
powerful echoing bass on Monkey's Paw via 
the atmospheric 'clubland' scenario on 
Beautiful Red Dress to the delicate vocal 
harmonies of The Dream Before. The 
impressive bass delivery stands out as its 
most obvious strength, but nothing really 
lets the side down and the price seems 
very reasonable for the overall package 
and standard of performance. HFC

Paul Messenger

CONCLUSION
Complex remote control particularly suits it to complete 
Meridian system operation. Advanced digital processing with 
special apodizing filter gives a very dean sound that avoids the 
usual digital artefacts; the firm, deep bass is another plus.

VERDICT
-il

SOUND
****

O PRO
Elegant styling and very 
flexible CO player. The sound 
is sweet and notably free from 
digital artefacts with 
impressive bass delivery.

FEATURES
*****
BUILD

*****

□ CON
Similar technology, but 
without some of the 
performance advantages of

VALUE
*****

the 808.2. Remote control is 
rather bulky and complex just 
for CD player operation.

Hl-FI HOICE*****
OVERALL SCORE
RQ www.techradar.com/455040
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TEAC's DR-HJOO DAB.
DVD/DAB Receiver - HDMI output with upscaling 
to I 080i and a USB input for MP3.
This little box of magic is a realmult1-taskerl HDMI 
interface delivers superb digital quality pictures to your TV with 
matching sound quality. It also delivers music from almost any 
source: CD, DVD, Hybrid CD or DiVX Disc, MP3 files on a 
USB memory stick plus crystal clear DAB radio. Another 
winner from TEAC, it's all you'll ever need to go beyond your 
audio and visual expectations.

Don't just take our word for it:

^^
*****

E3S
*****

"...it sounds better than everything else. 
And we're not talking 'slightly' here: 
we're talking 'lots'." Sept 2007 *****

"Involving, weighty and detailed sound 
with CDs and radio; comprehensive 
specification." May 2007 *****

"Unbeatable value for money. Quality."
Oct 2007 *****

www.teac.co.uk
Call on 0845 130251 I

The leaders in digital music

TEAC

http://www.teac.co.uk
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Mission 790 loudspeaker [Review]

New Mission
Mission's latest features several novel engineering techniques

PRODUCT Mission 790

TYPE Standmount loudspeaker
PRICE £350 per pair

CONTACT a 01480 447700 w www.mission.co.uk

B ack around the end of the last 
millennium, Mission produced its 
attractive and classily finished 78-series

range of mid-price speakers. Nearly a decade 
later and operating under Chinese ownership 
(as part of IAG) the spirit of that range is being 
revived in a new 79-series of models.

One of four stereo pairs (which also includes 
home cinema extras) the 790 is the smaller of 
two standmounts, relying on a solitary 130mm 
bass/mid driver to do most of the work. The 
inflation-busting benefits of Chinese 
manufacture are very apparent in a pricetag 
which, at £349 per pair, is just £50 more than 
its 1999 780 predecessor.

Superior industrial design skills have long 
been a major reason for Mission's success and 
there’s no denying that this is one of the 
smartest miniatures on the market. The piano­
gloss finish (white, black or rosewood) helps, of 
course, but the cunningly shaped enclosure 
and particularly the wraparound rubberised 
front baffle all come together to give a ’cute 
yet purposeful' impression.

There's much more to this speaker than 
meets the eye, however. The enclosure has a 
domed top and curved sides that taper 
towards the back, adding stiffness and 
avoiding parallel surfaces. What is particularly 
interesting is the way it's built up using thin 
laminations of three different densities of 
energy-absorbing particle board, bonded by an 
RF-activated resin.

The main driver is loaded by the seven-litre 
enclosure volume and a reflex port that exits at 
the rear. The actual cone, made from a resin- 
bonded woven aramid fibre called Parawave, is 
90mm in diameter.

The 25mm tweeter is decoupled from the 
rest of the front by a close-cell gasket and 
surrounded by a shallow waveguide. It has an 
impregnated textile dome called Viotex, an 
aluminium chassis, neodymium magnets and 
ferro-fluid to assist voice coil cooling. The

tweeter is mounted below the main drivedso 
in-phase output through the crossover region is 
angled slightly upwards. The network uses 
12dB/octave slopes and twin terminal pairs 
allow the two drivers to be addressed 
separately if desired.

SOUND QUALITY
Auditioning began by placing the speakers on 
typical 60cm stands well clear of walls. This 
was not a success sonically speaking, as the 
upper midband was clearly too strong, giving 
voices a rather 'shouty' character.

The reason became clear enough once the 
far-field room-averaged response trace had 
been taken. Although the port output was 
strong enough around 50Hz, output was at 
least 5dB too weak from 60-250Hz. The zone 
from 250Hz to 1.4kHz was much stronger, 
registering a sensitivity that matched the 
specified 87dB here, butthen output dropped 
by 5-6dB again from 2 5kHz. The extra bass 
output generated by close-to-wall siting was 
clearly indicated.

This certainly helped, boosting output 50­
140Hz, but it didn't really solve the problem. 
15O-5OOHz was still weak and the upper mid 
(7OOHz-1.3kHz) remained exposed. So this 
speaker will never score well on basic neutrality.

Those measured balance anomalies clearly 
dominated the sound quality. But the lack of 
presence energy was probably the most serious 
limitation, as it left voices lacking in dynamic 
expression and vigour.

The sensitivity is pretty good for the type, 
however the pair match<vas rather 
disappointing and although close-to-wall siting 
helped the bass balance, it didn't negate the 
upper mid-colour and the lack of lower mid 
and presence energy. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT
SOUND

★★★
a pro
Beautiful styling and lovely 
high gloss finish at a very 
sharp price. Unusual 
enclosure construction is very 
effective at minimising 
cabinet coloration

EASE OF DRIVE

★ ★★★★
BUILD

★ ★★★
□ CON
Disappointing tonal balance.
Sound lacks lower mid and 
presence energy, has weak 
dynamics and some upper 
mid-colour.

VALUE

CONCLUSION
Very stylish, lovely finish and clever enclosure engineering. 
Decent sensitivity too, but a disappointing tonal balance and 
lack of neutrality. Bass was helped by close-to-wall siting, but 
there was a general lack of lower and mid-colour.

HI-FICHOICE ★★★★★
OVERALL SCORE
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formKen’s on
New Ken Ishiwata-tweaked Marantz is an audiophile dream

PRODUCT Marantz SA8003 useful and clever idea. Some manufacturers 
have provided digital inputs on CD players 
before, but the USB slot is even more useful. 
If you have high-quality music on a portable 
player of some sort, plugging it in to a socket 
like this makes it instantly available via your 
home hi-fi, with the considerable advantage 
of high-quality digital-to-analogue conversion. 
It won't turn low-rate MP3 files into miracles 
of high fidelity, but it will certainly extract 
the most from uncompressed audio.

That apart, the SA8003 continues the 
current trend among SACD spinners of 
offering stereo-only replay. It does seem to 
be something of an improvement over similar 
machines in terms of loading time (a frequent 
gripe) and loads a CD in about five seconds, 
which is just about bearable. In terms of 
build quality it’s nicely done, the front a 
mixture of metal and plastic, but so well 
finished that it’s not obvious which is which, 
while the whole of the main chassis tray is 
copper-plated. The top is thin and a little 
resonant. Good-quality analogue output

noted audiophile Ken Ishiwata. There was an 
SA7001 KI, but it seems there will not be a 
corresponding version of the '8003 because 
this is already the 'Ken'd' model. In other 
words, it effectively replaces the SA7001 KI, 
not the base model: something less exalted 
will be along to fill the 7001 slot soon.

However, it seems that in terms of evolution 
this model has more to do with Marantz’s 
premium range, the 7 and 11 series 
(components which sell for quite upmarket 
money). Like many firms, Marantz does its R&D 
at the high-end and lets the results 'trickle 
down' to lesser products as the march of 
technological progress makes them less 
expensive. Hence, for instance, the use of the 
Crystal Semiconductor CS4398 DAC chip 
inside this player, one of the highest- 
performing parts on the planet.

Before we get too deep into the insides, 
there's a more obvious external feature that 
demands comment: a USB socket. We haven't 
seen this before on any separates CD player, 
but immediately realised that it is an extremely
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M
arantz has an enviable history of 
keeping on top of the audio 
separates game, which these days 
means a pretty active programme of new 

product development. Indeed, it doesn't feel 
like very long since we saw the SA7001 and 
now we're testing its replacement.

Well, sort-of replacement. If you've paid 
attention to past Marantz form, you’ll have 
noticed that the company likes its 'Special 
Edition' models (that very nomenclature is 
believed to be a Marantz invention) and the 
ultimate expression of these was always the 
'KI Signature' range, reflecting the personal 
tweaking input of brand ambassador and

TYPE CD/SACD player (stereo-only)

PRICE £700

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44x10.5x33cm
O Weight: 7kg O Analogue outputs: 1 x RCA phono
O Digital outputs: lx coaxial (phono), lx optical 
(Toslink) S/PDIF O Input: USB O Compatibility: SACD, 
CD, CD-R, CD-RW, MP3, WMA

CONTACT a 01753 680868 ® www.marantz.com

http://www.marantz.com


Marantz SA8003 CD/SACD player [Review]

sockets are fitted and there are quite a few 
high-grade components internally.

That said, of course, circuit design is probably 
more important and here Marantz has a 
unique attraction in its 'Hyper Dynamic 
Amplifier Module', a configuration used in 
preference to the more popular op-amp, which 
certainly gives consistently excellent results in 
technical terms. Distortion from this player is 
down among the noise, though susprisingly 
there's a little jitter in evidence, 1ust enough to 
be measurable.

SOUND QUALITY
We make measurements of aspects like 
distortion and jitter as much as anything out 
of curiosity, but the correlation between very 
low (but not vanishing) levels of such nasties 
and subjective performance is weak and 
uncertain. At any rate, the jitter certainly didn't 
seem to be enough to interfere seriously with 
our enjoyment of this player, which did nothing 
to dim our enthusiasm for either its maker, or 
any of the favourite discs we played on it. It is 

"Some manufacturers have provided 
digital inputs on CD players before, but 
the use slot is even more useful."
lively, impartial in its musical tastes, detailed 
and frankly a delightful performer. If it gives 
any ground to high-end esoterica then it's in 
the very finest gradations of insight and, 
perhaps, also control. In general, though, it's 
really rather lovely.

I t's always a little dangerous to talk about 
a company's 'house sound', especially in the 
case of CD players which, on the whole, show 
quite subtle personality traits, but we've had 
so much experience with Marantz in particular, 
that we're more confident than usual in saying 
that this player does indeed show some 
similarities to its stablemates. The sound in 
question is characterised by a very slight 
degree of added warmth, a small step from 
absolute neutrality in the upper bass/lower 
midrange region. Of course the frequency 
response is as flat as the proverbial, but our 
analysis is that the sound is not quite as 
precisely controlled in that region as it may 
be and the result is a small, but audible

subjective lift in roughly the region occupied 
by a male voice.

It would be a harsh judge who would 
proclaim that unpleasant, though. At worst, 
it leads to a very minor reduction in detail, 
but it does add a certain 'glow' to the sound 
and if that's helping Marantz shift players in 

comparitive demos we wouldn't be at all 
surprised. In day-to-day terms it's something 
one gets used to quite quickly and it doesn't 
grate or irritate in long listening sessions. 
Indeed, had we not been using some 
particularly high-resolution loudspeakers for 
the listening, we may hardly have been aware 
of the detail aspect at all.

Low bass is exceptionally well presented 
for a product in this price bracket, with 
extension, precision and generous helpings 
of tunefulness, which all goes to set up 
a particularly pleasing foundation for 
almost any style of music. In the high treble 
there's occasionally a hint of congestion, not 
a big problem, but something we've found 
before with Marantz players. We suspect this 
is due to the unusual digital filter the 
company employs. Ultimate treble cleanliness 
is possible in digital audio, but unfortunately, 
it is one of those things one tends to have to 
pay a lot forl

Most of all, what we appreciated in our 
brief listening sessions with the SA8003 was 
the ease with which it adapts to everything 
from funk to opera, folk to thrash. It has a 
terrific knack of not just coping with any 
style, but playing it as if it was the principal 
source used by the designers in the final stages 
of voicing the circuitry. It can be civilised in 
string quartets, soulful in ballads and mental 
in punk, one after the other and with complete 
conviction: that is perhaps nothing more than 
a statement of what hi-fi should be about, but 
it is notable how few components really shine 
in every area. Some seem a little polite in rock, 
others a touch harsh in classical, but this one 
just doesn't seem partial.

We're very impressed with Marantz's ability 
to turn out great disc players. There are many 
fine CD players around between ESOO and 
El,000, but they don't all play SACDs (and 
our comments above apply equally to both CD 
and SACD replay), nor are they all as smartly 
turned out as this one. The USB input is a 
clever and useful addition and the player is 
pleasant to use. Another winner! HFC

Richard Block

CONCLUSION
A welcome newcomer which offers some classic Marantz 
sounds in a classy and attractive package, with intelligently 
thought-out features too. Slightly, but certainly not 
oppressively characterised.

VERDICT
SOUND (cd) 
★ ★★★★

n pro
Excellent low bass and

SOUND (Saco)*****
admirably clean treble and 
midrange, plus an unusually 
even-handed approach to

FEATURES
****

different musical styles. USS 
input a nifty plus.

D CON
BUILD
****

A slight added warmth in the 
upper bass may not be to 
every taste and minutely 
compromises detail. Highest 
treble just a shade shut-in too.

VALUE
*****
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Martin Logan

Through their sheer beauty, both aural and visual, Martinlogan speakers have established hybrid 
electrostatic technology as the obvious choice for those who want state-of-the-art sound without 
suffering a profusion of ugly boxes. The company's name is now a byword for elegance in audio.

Every Martinlogan speaker, from entry level and home theatre to state of the art, is immediately 
recognisable as a Martinlogan product: the peerless, oft-imitated, room-friendly appearance. the 
captivating see-through panels and furniture grade finish. Best of all, the sound is as clear as the 
panels themselves.

To augment the Summit and its sespecially for home cinema 
applications, a new baby has been added to the range of Martinlogan 
subwoofers. The Abyss features a 12in woofer, and it provides a new form 
of convenience for true flexibility: driven by an internal 300W amp, it 
can beinstatled with either front- or downward-firing positions. It 
uses inverse mathematical equalisation. for sound to suit the

From smallest to largest, every 
Martinlogan delivers beauty: 
aural and visual.

Martinlogan has raised the bar even higher with the sublime Summit, a speaker that possess all of 
the virtues of the brand in a disarmingly compact form. Its sonic strengths surpass even its beauty, 
and it has. in a very short time, endeared itself to the most critical of music lovers. To make its 
virtues available to a wider audience, the Summit has been followed by the smaller Vantage, and - 
for those with space or budget restrictions - the passive-woofer Vista. We have no doubt that 
they are the most satisfying Martinlogan ever. magical blends of electrostatic
openness and the kind of bass only available from a dynamic woofer. They can charm and 
excite in equal measure. dealing with everything from delicate, 'unplugged' music to 
massive orchestras. from funk to fusion.

New. too, for home theatre and environmental situatioi 
are the 34.6in wide Stage hybrid centre channel 
speaker and the Ticket. a compact and affordable 
flush-mounted or in-wall model. Both are ideal 
matches for the new generation of wall­
mounted plasma and LCD displays. in 
bedrooms and studies. or that a 
secondary system is used.

NOT JUST A GREAT MARTINLOGAN, 
BUT A GREAT SPEAKER REGARDLESS OF TECHNOLOGY. 

HI FI NEWS I 06 I KEN KESSLER I VANTAGE

THE VANTAGE IS SOMETHING OF A GIFT 
AND ONE THAT KEEPS ON GIVING"

HFC THE COLLECTION f 06 I ALVIN GOLD I VANTAGE

••A SUPERBLY ENGINEERED LOUDSPEAKER
MAKING THE MOST OF ITS TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MUSIC"

absolute sounds ltd
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com


Ion Tape2PC USB cassette deck [Review]

Cassette conversion
Ion's new budget-priced deck lets you archive taped music to your computer

PRODUCT Ion Tape2PC

TYPE Cassette deck (USB)

PRICE £100

CONTACT fi? 01252 341400 w www.firebox.com

R
emember audio cassettes? They were 
all the rage once. People even took 
them quite seriously. But what we have 
here is a handy device targeted quite 

unashamedly at the more occasional taper, 
who probably has some interesting old 
cassettes floating around and nothing 
convenient to play them on.

So, says Ion, transfer your cassettes to MP3 
and you can continue to enjoy their contents 
from hard disk, CD or ¡Thingie. With that 
express aim in mind, theTape2PC is a cassette 
player with a USB output, allowing easy 
connection to any modern home computer. 
You also get some PC software to make things 
even easier, though you don't have to use it. 
Just plug the Tape2PC in and it is instantly 
recognised by the computer as an in/out 
device. If you already have audio software 
installed, you can use it to save MP3 or WAV 
versions of your treasured tapes.

Ion has gone for the full retro look, with 
mechanical 'piano-key' operation and two 

transports. It does seem slightly illogical to 
feature dubbing and recording when the main 
point is copying from cassette, but it could be 
handy now and then. Tape type selection is 
manual and 'noise reduction' is included.

One extra control, hidden at the rear beside 
the USB socket, deserves attention. ‘Gain’ 
controls the signal level going to the A-D 
converter that precedes the USB output and 
we found that if it is set anywhere beyond 
halfway, distortion is quite likely to occur.

SOUND QUALITY
A hundred quid is not a lot of money and we 
weren't expecting anything amazing. All the 
same, the sound is basically decent. The 
biggest problems with cassette were always 
pitch stability, background noise and high 
frequency extension and this deck makes a 
reasonable job of all three areas. Hiss is pretty 
good and there is very little hum injected into 
the sound, too, though the mains transformer 
produced a prodigious amount of mechanical 
hum from our review sample.

Ion's own software is basic and facilitates 
making MP3s from cassette tracks. Audacity, a 
well-known audio editing package, is included 
too and offers rudimentary noise reduction 
and other signal-tweaking functions, plus the 

ability to save recordings as uncompressed WAV 
files. As MP3 wastes resources and bandwidth 
trying to accurately encode the hiss, there’s a 
distinct drop in perceived audio quality. So we 
strongly recommend saving anything of the 
remotest importance in WAV form.

The Tape2PC does a respectable job of 
salvaging forlorn and forgotten cassettes. 
It does what's claimed without pretension 
and is, in the very best sense, both cheap 
and cheerful. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT

CONCLUSION
Not the only way of doing the job, but handy and a boon for 
the occasional user. Supplied software adds useful capabilities 
and with care, decent results can be achieved. You could even 
sell it on once the job is done. It's Mac compatible, too. .

SOUND □ PRO
Very simple solution for 
transferring old cassette 
recordings to digital media. 
It's sensibly featured, 
practical and with surprisingly 
clear sound.

FEATURES

★★★★

BUILD

★★★
□ CON
Pitch stability and treble 
extension do not come close 
to the best audiophile decks. 
Slightly flaky build and high 
mechanical hum level.

VALUE

★★★★★

HI-FICHOICE ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
OVERALL SCORE__________
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BEST BUY

Perfect Partners
The Squeezebox Duet's multi-format to multi-room entertainment is a winning combination

PRODUCT Logitech Scueezebox Duet

TYPE
Transporter - that you may decide to add in 
other rooms. There’s no need to have a hi-fi 
in those secondary rooms: a pair of active 
speakers is all that you require.

Setting up a Squeezebox Duet consists of 
installing two components: there's the receiver, 
which you connect to your system amplifier 
(or active speakers) and the wireless controller 
(along with its charging cradle) that acts as 
the user interface with the device. The third 
component, which isn't included in the box, is 
a networked computer on which you run the 
free SqueezeCenter software that acts as the 
brains of this outfit. The Duet will connect 
wirelessly through Ethernet, or in a hybrid 
network, mixing wired and wireless 
connections. This is the arrangement we used, 
with control being wireless and music 
travelling through reliable Cat5e cabling.

While the Squeezebox Duet plays music files 
that you have stored on your computer it will 
also, provided you have a broadband internet 
connection, let you listen to internet 
radio. As far as stored music is concerned the

CONTACT S3 ,1753 870900

Squeezebox Duet and SqueezeCenter support 
a wide variety of formats, both uncompressed 
and compressed. Formats that the receiver 
hardware cannot support natively are 
converted to be playable through transcoding 
provided by SqueezeCenter. Transcoding is not 
an altogether good thing so stick to native 
formats whenever possible.

Usefully, SqueezeCenter can also use the 
iTunes music library. However, it cannot play 
songs purchased from the iTunes Music Store 
if they are protected by Apple's FairPlay 
Digital Rights Management (DRM) software 
because Apple refuses to license that to other 
hardware manufacturers.

For what is an extremely high-tech piece of 
equipment, the set up procedure is a fairly 
straightforward affair, so long as you follow 
the instructions. If you don't, then it's a simple 
job to reset everything and go through the set­
up again... this time as instructed! And for 
what is not an especially expensive piece of 
equipment, it seems well thought-out and 
neatly put together. The controller is the star

PRICE £279

KEY FEATURES O Weight (o/era ; 
SizerWxH/D) 10.6/2 9x10.6cm OAi 
Audio (RCA). O Digita outputs: 1/ '

S
uppose you store music files on a 
computer in your study, but you'd like 
to have access to those sounds while 
you're in the kitchen, bedroom or any other 

room in the house (without spending silly 
money on a whole-house distributed audio 
installation). The Squeezebox Duet provides a 
cost-effective solution: £279 buys a receiver 
and controller for the first room. That controller 
will also operate any other £99 Squeezebox 
Duet receivers - along with other models from 
the range including the audiophile-grade

5 Contro erj Size (W/H/D) 5 8/1 8/15 0 2 4
;o our LCD TFT disp ay O Requirements: 10/ lOOMt 
Ethernet or Wi-Fi (80211 gj none ^etwor/anc



of this show, with its configurable 2.4-inch 
colour LCD screen and its iPod-style scroll 
wheel and straightforward controls.

We auditioned the Duet using an 
uncomplicated, but revealing system 
comprising a Nairn SuperNait amplifier, 
Chord Company interconnects and 
loudspeaker cables and Neat Petite 
loudspeakers on Partington stands. The 
Squeezebox receiver provides both analogue 
and digital outputs, with the latter being 
either coaxial or optical. We used the coaxial 
option and fed it through the SuperNait 
DAC, which offered improved performance 
over the integral DAC in the Squeezebox.

We set up networking using a CatSe cable 
connection - which suffers none of the noise 
and hash that mars wireless transmission and 
delivers better dynamics and low-level detail - 
routed through a metal-cased Netgear Fast 
Ethernet switch to the PC.

SOUND QUALITY
Feed the Duet a good signal and it delivers a 
highly respectable performance that will wipe 
all thoughts of how little it cost from your 

"The sound isn't the finest in terms of 
transparency and openness, but it delivers 
degree of insight with laudable dynamics."

mind. Do as we did and play it through a 
decent DAC and we reckon you'll be absolutely 
delighted with this sub-£300 purchase

The sound isn't the finest in terms of 
transparency and openness, but it delivers a 
reasonable degree of insight with laudable 
dynamics. Voices and instruments have 
credible character, realistic tone and timbre 
and they exhibit fine note shape, especially 
acoustic guitar At its worst there is a slight veil 
hanging in between the band and the listener 
but musically, in terms of pitch, timing and 
coherency, the portrayal is very satisfying.

Albert Collins and B.B. King's marvellous re­
working of Stormy Monday on Blues Summit is 
rendered beautifully with the duo's guitars and 
vocals cutting distinctly through the mix and 
standing proud of the orchestra playing behind 
them. Drums and cymbals have similar clarity 
and attack and even the bass, which isn't 
unduly prominent in the mix, makes its 
presence felt and contributes to the track's 
gentle, meandering rhythm. However, it's the 
guitars that stand out in both the literal and 
figurative senses. Razor-sharp leading edges 
and crystalline definition of the ADR envelope 
(attack, decay and release) not only help the

Logitech Squeezebox Duet network music player [ Review ]

listener distinguish between the instruments 
but also clarify the situation when B.B. gets a 
little jazzy and vocally mimics the melody he's 
playing on his guitar His duet with Etta James 
on the same album best demonstrates the 
system's musical empathy: its timing acuity 
emphasises the subtle interplay between B.B., 

a

the orchestra - in particular the drummer - 
and the singer.

A recording of the scherzo from 
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony confirms our 
suspicions that the Duet's soundstaging 
seems shallow, but in every other respect the 
box delivers a commendable performance. 
Regardless of its imagery, it portrays the 
orchestra with excellent dynamic expression 
and a fine sense of realism along with its 
musical fluency and timbral honesty: horns 
and strings exhibit bite when required, but 
display no unnatural 'digital edge.'

Playing a selection of high-quality, high­
definition FLAC downloads, whose purpose 
is to demonstrate the quality attainable 
with such material, including The Minnesota 
Orchestra, the Squeezebox turns in a 
sterling performance, sounding sharply 
detailed, fittingly dynamic, delightfully 
vibrant and musically rewarding.
I nstruments are rich in harmonic texture 
and the orchestra positively leaps from the 
speakers, apparently free of any constraint 
by the enclosures.

Toumani Diabete's Symmetric Orchestra 
album Boulevard De independence 

demonstrates the system at its most open­
sounding. Each of the 21 strings on the 
leader's Kora displays a wonderful vibrancy 
and a rich resonanee. The system excels 
dynamically on this recording, in particular in 
the way it conveys the brass section's incisive 
stabs and the fierce percussion. Especially 
delightful is the way it renders transients with 
such completeness and solidity; not with just 
the high-frequency portion of leading edge, 
but with the whole weight and low-end 
content of the note rendered with full force.

Experimentation shows that the Duet, 
although not an ultra-revealing audiophile 
device, can be rather discriminating about 
the recordings you playthrough it, especially 
when it is connected through a suitably 
open- sounding external DAC. Although 
with that in mind, we recommend that you 
stick with well ripped WAVs and FLACs, if 
you're going to play the Duet through a good­
quality hi-fi and want to hear it at its not 
inconsiderable best. HFC

i -

Malcolm Steward

VERDICT Ik V ' -

SOUND

****
□ PRO
Quite superb sound quality 
from such an inexpensive

FEATURES

*****
device. It is delightfully simple 
to set up and convenient 
because one handset will 
control several Squeezebox 
units around the home.BUILD

★★★★ □ CON
So lightweight that it can float

VALUE

*****
above the table with inflexible 
interconnects. Otherthan that 
we have no complaints.

CONCLUSION
Do not allow the bargain price deter you: this compact little 
unit punches well above its weight. Its performance is excellent 
and more than justifies its inclusion in any decent system. It is 
certainly a match for many expensive custom install system:

HIFI CHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE

■W I www.techradar.com/4SS261
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[ Round-up ] Analogue interconnects £30^£120

Kimber Timbre BEST BUY

TYPE Analogue interconnect

PRICE Ell8 (1 m terminated pair)

CONTACT © 08453 451550 ® ^.kimbercom

K
i mber's interconnects have generally 
followed a common pattern in recent 
years, with three conductors plaited 
together. Termination is done with two 
conductors for 'hot' and one for earth: 

Kimber's claims for the arrangement are more 
to do with the way the plaiting distributes 
electromagnetic fields around the cable, than 
anything related to ohmic resistance and 
there's no real reason why the resistance 
difference in each 'leg' of the circuit should
matter. Within each conductor are copper 
strands of various thicknesses and the

We've vague memories
of hearing this cable before, but it was an

the odd occasion, but by goodness it's small in 
this extent. This model is only halfway up

insulation is of transparent Teflon. In principle, 
a cable constructed like this is more open to 
hum and interference pick up than the more 

analloyed pleasure to be reacquainted with it. 
Sound is beautifully solid and well-rounded, 
but also very delicate and highly detailed and 

Kimber's range, but its performance frankly 
belies that: excellent in every way HFC

common coaxial arrangement, but we've yet to 
encounter any problems in line-level circuits, at 
least. Simple, but good-quality phono plugs 
with Kimber's 'Ultraplate' surface treatment 
are fitted as standard: XLR connectors are an 
option, for balanced working.

there is a marvellous sense of stereo image in 
a large space between, beyond and around the 
loudspeakers. Only by trying direct comparison 
with some very fancy cables, were we able 
to identify any limitations: there is just the 
slightest hint of high-frequency congestion on

VERDICT
Unless one 1s trying to tweak 
an upmarket system to the nth 
degree, or use a cable for 
'tuning ' , this is one of the best 
interconnects we know of.

HIFICH DICE
★ ★★★★

TCI Tiger II
TYPE Analogue interconnect
PRICE £30 (l m terminated pair)
CONTACT© 02892 673024 O www.truNolours.com

V
ery much the baby in present company, 
but sent to us in full knowledge of that 
fact and in all confidence by its maker, 
this is TCl's entry-level interconnect. It actually 
l ooks a good deal more upmarket than the 

price suggests, with some particularly 
handsome (and well made) phono plugs 
fitted. Beneath the soft jacket, it is 
apparently a simple twisted pair in design, 
an arrangement which minimises hum 
pickup, though under very low-signal 
conditions (a turntable connected to a 
phono preamp) the lack of shielding may 
possibly become an issue. The wire is 
straightforward stranded copper insulated in 
polythene, a low-loss dielectric whose 
properties are slightly compromised here by 
the fibre filler and the PVC outer sleeve - 
were it not for that, Tiger would also serve 
pretty well as a digital interconnect.

Budget interconnects often struggle mainly 
in the treble, with a less open sound than

their dearer rivals can achieve. In this case, 
although that is still true to some extent, 
treble is really rather impressive. Just now and 
then one becomes aware of a slight lack of 
ambience and 'air' around the sound, but for 
the most part results are good and for the 
price, excellent. Bass is interesting, being to 
our ears a little short of completely neutral.
I nstead there is something of a lift to it, which 
makes for a fuller sound, but does on occasion 
detract from the tautness of a rhythmic 

bassline. In budget set-ups, with rather bass­
light systems, that may be no bad thing.
Detail is good and imaging excellent with 
surprisingly good depth, too. HFC

VERDICT
Abudgetinterconnect that 
differentiates itself from the HI •FICHI DICEcompetition . Admirable detail
m treble and midrange : 
slightly uneven bass. ★★★ ★ *
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Analogue interconnects £30^£120 [ Roundup ]

Townshend Isolda DCT1OO
TYPE Analogue interconnect
PRICE £99 (0.8m terminated pair)
CONTACT e 0208 979 2155 Gl ^.milty.co.uk

T
he DCT in the model name refers to'Deep Cryogenic Treatment', a field whereTownshend was one of the pioneers. Al I the same, we aren't going to ascribe any definite portion of this cable's performance to that aspect, as so much else about it is different from the norm. For a start, each conductor is not made up of the usual round strands (multiple or single), but a flat copper strip. Townshend uses copper strip in its speaker cable, but whereas the aim there is to minimise inductance and the strips are mounted face-to-face, here it is more important to minimise capacitance and, as a result, each strip is placed inside a circular PVC tube which ensures relatively large spacing. Townshend asserts that this makes the dielectric '93 per cent air' । We can't entirely suppport that, but it's certainly a lot better than PVC alone. A nylon braid finishes off the construction and Neutrik phono plugs are fitted.We've a sneaking suspicion that this cable's sound is very slightly coloured tonally, but as an

BEST BUY

overall proposition it is so convincing thatwe're not sure we care. Above all, it seems to bring out the grand sweep of any piece of music passing through it, making one reluctant to listen for small specific foibles because the big picture is just so very convincing. If one does make the effort, one finds that detail is very good, imaging among the best in both dimensions and bass and treble both extended but, we reckon very subtly rolled off at the extremes. Never mind: the energy of rock, the architecture of a romantic 

symphony, the passion of a ballad all come through like never so. A subtly different sound from a physically very distinctive cable. HFC

VERDICT
Tne sound h^a psU; .mary 
enjoyable cohesion anO 
ove n7k naturalness to it.
which fur 
listener invol\ement .

HLFICHOICE
★★★★★

van den Hui The Wave
TYPE Analogue interconnect
PRICE f 100 (0.8m terminated pair)
CONTACT e 01235 511166 ® www.vandenhul.com

W' ith one of vdH's less bizarre names, but a truly distinctive colour to its jacket, The Wave is a new model from thecompany's confusingly vast range. It uses silver- plated copper conductors (the more upmarket ones use carbon strands), polythene insulation, coaxial construction and a 'Hulliflex' jacket. Apparently the green colour signifies the 25th anniversary of vdH's green mission to make cables that do not harm the environment. The central conductor is a generous 0.9mm diameter and the internal dimensions are such that the cable is also suited to video duty and indeed digital audio interconnection. It's a little thicker and less flexible than the other cables in this 
Round-up, but still perfectly practical and it is fitted with very nice collet-clamp phono plugs which, in principle, give better termination to coaxial wire than the usual types.Despite the differences in construction, we found this cable fairly similar to the Kimber, with a full-bodied and clearly defined sound across the

registers. It has a veryslightly fuller upper bass, whichmay tickle some tastes, but this does not seem to have any adverse effect on rhythm, which is lively and precise. Treble is cleanly extended and once again there is a lovely natural quality to the way delicate high-frequency sounds decay into ambience (given good recordings1). Imaging is very good, with perhaps a slightly longer perspective in the depth direction. That's something we've noticed once or twice before with vdH cables and we regard it more as a matter 

of taste than absolute right or wrong. Another highly capable and compatible interconnect. HFC
Richard Black

VERDICT
Admnrable nejtralityand 
detail : a hint ot upper-bass 
richness seerns to do no harm . 
and Hnages are a little further 
back than other cables here.

HLFI 
★★★★★
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S^xialist items at great prices with

INFORMATION.......

Sony Mordaunt Short

INFORMATION

Acoustic Energy's expertise in speaker design has now 
arrived outside in your pool, patio or garden with the Extreme 
5.The Exlreme 5 is a fully water resistant speaker capable of 
withstanding dust, dirt, humidity, severe temperature changes 
and extremes of weather.

OUTDOOR SPEAKERS
Extreme 5

Acoustic Energy

DVD SYSTEM
DAV-1$10

The most amazing thing ^^ the Sony system is the powerful 
sound emitted from Its tiny satellite speakers. They are not 
much bigger than a £2 coin, yet everyone who hears them is 
amazed. Breathtaking 5.1 surround sound DVD home-theatre 
system that creates an immersive sound through five tiny 
satellite speakers.

INFORMATA

FLOOR SPEAKERS
Mezzo6

For the richest, most dramatic soundstage, the Mezzo 6 floor 
stander is unbeatable. Using twin 6.5 CPC diwrivers but with the 
added bass extension that only an elongated cabinets can pprcx:uce, 
this 2.5 way speaker produces a commanding performance time 
after time. A hand-picked wood composite is laminated and 
press^ ensuring critical bracing and consistent reproduction 
of every frequency.■■■■ Products, technology and irresistable prices

FREE THE ULTIMATE HOME CINEMA
EXPERIENCE

CHECK ONLINE

DELIVERY BUY NOW-PAY

2009

LCD PROJECTOR
Designed to impress, ttae Epson EMP-TW700 is a stylish 
home cinema projector that performs in any room. Use it 
in bright or dim lighting, and position it wherever you please 
for perfect pictures. It will turn even the smallest room into 
a full size cinema. HD ready, the 720p resolution gives you 
the highest possible image quality for maximum 
entertainment.

7.1 AV RECEIVER
As part of the second generation of Onkyo high-definition- 
capable receivers, the TX-SR606 is at the forefront of 
affordable home theater.The key is to have the most 
capable version of HDMI. The TX-SR606 provides high­
definition video and audio processing for four source
components - another first for Onkyo at this level.

EMP-TW700
TX-SR606

Epson Onkyo

MICRO SYSTEM
DM-37DAB

MINI SYSTEM
CS-525

DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM
BU150

IN-EAR HEADPHONES
SE530

£ CALL FOR PRICE £ CALL FOR PRICE

Sonos Shure
INFORMATION ■■■■■ INFORMATION'

The Sonos Bundle 150 gwes you everything you 
need to wirelessty play music in two rooms of 
your house. And with SonosNet' superior 
wireless range, no room is out of reach. Just 
connect the ZoneFlayer 90 (ZP90) to your home 
theatre or stereo and place the ZoneFlayer 120 
(ZP120) with built-in amplifier in any room.

Shure Sound Isolating Earphones featuring Triple 
TruAcoustic MicroSpeakers create an expansive 
soundstage. A dedicated tweeter ensures that 
highs and mids are incredibly accurate and 
detailed, while dedicated dual woofers provide 

in balanced. full-bodied bass.

Denon

UK Sound Tune, 30 W x 2 High Power Output, 
Triadic noise reduction concept, Robust power 
circuit providing stable supply of electric current, 
Newly developed speakers inheriting DENONs 
CX conoepts and technology, Portable Flayer 
Connectwiny Wod, USB player....) DAB (Band- 
11I)/AM/FM tuner, Radio TTEXT with RDS function, 
MP3 and WMA playback

Onkyo
INFORMATION

Award-Winning compact Audio Design and 
Performance with USB Connectivity and DAB 
Tuning Building on the success of Onkyos 2007 
award-winning compact CD receiver, the CR- 
525UKD harnesses the same audio design for 
an audio performance that has been compared 
to that of quality separate components.

Pioneer (ÇrCdÇ Gmonitoraudio polkaudio
*“—th« Bp««k«r «ptcialtst«*

zzvflo ̂ riversbutd^ ibut Baudiopro
Sinns and Conditions N! • offers, phessand sthek are subject 1 o availability and change All goods remain 11io property of HiFi Btz until pad rn lull , !n line with the Distance selling regulation 200 you may ^cgI your order within-seven working days. 
Ths must he done in 1ho form of a letter, fax or email; a buthrne cal does not constMe cancellation. Al! goods accepted for return under this regulation must be in their original hex and packaging and returned through your oown couner. We exxpecct 
such goods to be brand new with all acceeseses in pristine condition . G^s thnt are not kopt in this manner will be surest -to a handling foo of 25% of the purchase price. We delrver in tho mainland UK hey.



free delivery HiFiBitZ uk
jtting-edge
Fi Specialists 

thousands 
end

ucts available

With over 130 brands offering awe-inspiring 
products from hard-to-find to more popular 
items, few can match our experience, range 
and stockholding.

Free delivery, excellent after-sales support 
and tempting finance options ensure you 
will come back for more.

www.HiFiBitz.co.UK 08700 276 888
£ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE £ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE

PUSH PULL AMP
The new ¡Tube 25,2 is both stunning to behold and a 
thoroughbred performer featuring no less than 9 valves 
and three line input stages to offer 25 watts per channel 
of pure listening nirvana.

TUNER .
The Yamaha TX-497 FM. AM Tuner gives you highly 
sensitive reception capability and upgraded tuning 
performance. Paired with a Yamaha amp, cd player and 
some good quality speakers this tuner will form an 
integral part of your hi-fi separates system.

CD PLAYER
Stunning sound quality and captivating good looks 
create a striking impression in any environment. The 
Antila CD Player with its unique MD2 active differential 
multi-DAC converter technology provides breathtaking 
realism and a tactile panoramic image. LIPS ensures 
the ultimate simplicity in use and flexibility for the future.

CD PLAYER MKIII
The Roksan Kandy Integrated CD Player MKIII employs 
state-of-the-art technology and precision engineering to 
exploit the full potential of Compact Discs.

I ITUBE 252

Fatman
TX-497

Yamaha
Antila Kandy

Leema Acoustics ROKSAN

Ateca

Atacama

SPEAKER PACKAGE
KHT2005.3

FOR MORE 5 STAR 
DEALS VISIT
WWW.HiFiBitZ.CO.UK

Lite the multi-award-winning KHT2005 from which it 
evoked. the reflflex-ported KHT2905.3 pushes the 
perfo^^^^ enva^^ of midrange home theatre like 
no other system. ^e spec^ificatibn tells part of the 
story: with par^^ic enclosures computer optimised 
to eiminate cabinet distortions. the tun range centre 
and satellites all feature KEFs 100mm : f array 
incorpprating the 19mm aluminium dome tweeter 
from the acclaimed Q Sanes.

Alphason

AV STAND
BORDEAUX BOR126

SPEAKER STANDS
AURORA 6

STAND
ICONN ST860/120

Ateca's Bordeaux AV stand is an innovative French 
design that would easily brighten up any modern living 
space. Featuring smoked glass. it is available in ether 
and oak or walnut finish and can handle any LCD or 
plasma lV up to 50" . The shelves are 500mm deep for 
maximum storage.

The design approach is certainty outside the box with 
the stand's column a clear glass cylinder and the base 
a clear glass teardrop with integrated spikes. The top 
plate is robust and the stand is held together with a 
central chrome tension tube which also doubles as a 
cable management system.

Expandable width can be personalised to suit individual 
needs and taste. Integrated power socket, 2 drawer 
support for LCD/Plasma screens up to 50" with AV 
Equipment. High gloss finished drawers. Rollers 
moveable at 360 degrees. High motion drawer slides. 
5afety glass Smm toughened lo BS EN12150-1 . Soft 
close AIRMATIC drawers with exchangeable drawer 
fronts. Available in 5 great colours Black. Green, 
Makassar, Red and White.

. _ . ___ _ —. I—r—111t1 r-i I—I ■!» ’i|O Finance options availablefnFOCUS T EAC ÜNI| MÎ fTHHIDn :^^T IZ through V12 Finance
ACOUSTICS «aM

Ful tare^ and conditions of the saie are available at www.hifiBit: o uk/tanns aspYdo tmms of sale do not affect your statutory ngnis. options are available on au items pnced cover £390 e.g . B^ Novy Pay May 2Q90 .
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Headphones £200^£700

GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: RICHARD BLACK

HEADPHONES
Six of the very best for the ultimate experience in personal listening

ON TEST
Audio-Technica 

ATH-W5000 
f700

Beyerdynamic 
DT880 
£230

De non 
AH-05000 

£500

Grado 
RS2 

£550

Sennheiser 
HD650 
£330

Ultrasone 
Pro750 
£230

H
eadphones are not everyone's 
idea of hi-fi fun, perhaps more 
an occasional convenience or 
emergency recourse. And yet they have so 
much to offer in terms of unsullied audio, 

with levels of distortion and coloration 
(in the midband at least) that most 
loudspeakers can only dream about, 
plus complete insensitivity to such 
imponderables as the listening room. 
They can play louder and cleaner than 
most speakers, their driving requirements 
are very modest and, of course, they are 
available at any time without disturbing 
the household or the neighbours.

There are less headphone 
manufacturers and models than among 
speakers, but there is still plenty of variety 
across the price range. You tend to get 
what you pay for, but decent hi-fi quality 
can be had for under ElOO. In this 
Ultimate Croup Test, we are looking at 
some of the best that six manufacturers 
can offer and since the companies in 
question include most of the big names 
in headphones, this group is seriously 
aspirational - yet the dearest model costs 
£700, the cheapest only £230.

Designing a good headphone is not 
quite as simple as it may at first appear 
and, as a result, it took a few decades for 
really high quality units to appear. There 
may yet be unexplored design avenues 
that can yield further improvements, 
but the best of today's headphones are 
capable of producing very revealing, 
lifelike sounds. And even if you believe 
that the headphone experience is not for 
you, it's worth persevering. In our 
experience, the majority of listeners who 
don't care for it become accustomed

quite quickly and while it may not 
divorce you from your favourite 
loudspeakers, it can definitely make a 
separation from them a pleasant, rather 
than tedious, experience.

When it comes to driving headphones, 
a dedicated amp is the way to go. Creek, 
Graham Slee, EAR Yoshino and Pro-Ject 
are just some of the better-known 
makers of these things, with prices 
ranging from under £100 to over 
£2,000. The improvement they bring 
can sometimes be quite surprising. HFCEQUIPMENT USED

® Cambridge Audio Azur
640C CD player

® Pioneer CD recorder
®Sony A6 DAT recorder
® Pink Triangle PT TOO turntable 

SME309 arm
® Highphonic Mt Ai cartridge
® Carnbndge Audio Azur

640P phono stage
®Chord QBD76 DAC
®Creek OBH2l headphone amplifier 
® Custom-made headphone amplifierMUSIC USED
®Concertgebouw, Eugen Jochum, 

Bruckne Symphony 5
® Penguin Cafe

Orchestra Concert Programme
® Ian Oury The Bus Driver's Prayer 

ond Other Stories
® Dick Hyman Plays Fats WrilToi
® Pink Floyd The Wall
®La Scala, de Sabata Tosco
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LISTENING TESTS
Blind tests are basically impossible with headphones - you 
can do them literally blind, but listeners can tell by feel 
what they're wearing । As a result, we undertook a lengthy 
series of listening sessions of both short and long duration, 
with source material including familiar old favourites and 
newly made recordings where the live sound was still fresh 
i n our ears. Every attempt was made to adjust listening 
levels fairly, though this is made difficult by the substantial 
tonality differences between most of the headphones.LAB TESTS
These were mostly carried out using a Head Acoustics 
dummy head measuring system, the industry standard 
device which physically resembles a head and has a 
precision microphone where each eardrum should be. 
Each headphone was fed a test sequence and the output 
from the microphones was recorded on an audio recorder 
and taken away for analysis. Interpreting headphone 
measurement data is not trivial as the response measured 
at the eardrum is not ideally flat and there is no absolute 
reference. Correction for this was done using data obtained 
from Head Acoustics and various Audio Engineering 
Society publications.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.LAB REPORTS: THE BAR gRAPH
1) Frequency response: Obviously, the ideal response 
for a reproduction system is flat, i.e. frequency-independent. 
Unfortunately this is near-impossible to define for 
headphones (see above and also Techno in this issue). 
However, by use of best-approximation correction and 
extensive correlation between measurements, it is 
possible to give a sensible comparitive ranking to a 
group of headphones.
2) Distortion: Using the dummy head we measured 
this at various frequencies and levels and the rating for 
each headphone is a weighted average of the various 
figures achieved.
3) Im^^ance flatness: With loudspeakers, the 
minimum impedance is of concern as it affects driveability. 
With headphones, the impedance varies less, but there is 
typically a rise around the upper bass. The extent of this 
largely determines the extent to which the headphone 
sounds different with different sources.
4) Channel matching: Ideally both earpieces should be 
identical. In practice they vary in level and also, slightly in 
frequency response. This figure reflects both.OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE



Those who appreciate g ood sound will prefer the tighter "S."

New 30105 series:Tighter bottom-end, livelier sound, more drive...same price
CD player £ 1200

• Brand-new "CD solution" - custom­
made transport mechanism, servo 
units and control mechanisms

• Twin Burr-Brown PCM 1704 mono 
DACs and a discrete output stage

• Low jitter clock and a large toroidal 
transformer with separate windings 
for the transport mechanism and 
audio stages.

Integrated Amplifier £1000

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to lOOW for the previous model)

• 6 line inputs, bi-wiring and bi­
amping compatible

• Option to fit a MC or MM phono 
cartridge

• Remote control

Power Amplifier £

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to lOOW for the previous model)

• Capable of driving sophisticated 
speaker systems, in bi-amping 
mode or monoblock mode

• Clean and extended low frequency 
response

Exposure Electronics Ltd: The Works, 59 North Street, Portslade, East Sussex BN41 1DH, England. Tel: +44 1273 423877 / Fax: +44 1273 430619 / Email: info@exposurehifi.com

mailto:info@exposurehifi.com


Headphones £200-£700 [ Ultimate Group Test

£700 E 0113 277 1441 (;•) www.audio-technica.com

AUDIO-TECHNICA ATH-W5000
Flagship model that sits at the top of the Audio-Technica range

A
udio-Technica is one of the world's most 
prolific producers of headphones, with 
a lineup that includes half a dozen 
'audiophile' models. A closed-back design, the 
ATH-W5000 is the pinnacle with each 

earpiece backed in ebony and fronted in very 
soft leather. The headband is effectively a 
naked metal spring and is not adjustable in 
the usual way. Instead, two spring-loaded 
' wings' support the weight of the headphone 
on the head, a system which seems to work 
well for a range of head sizes.

What isn't accommodated quite so well is 
variation in head width. The earpieces are not 
hinged (though they can swivel a little) and if 
you have an unusually narrow or wide head 
you may find that the earpieces don't sit quite 
flush. Since closed-back headphones rely 
rather critically on a decent seal to the head, 
this is a slight weakness. That apart, comfort 
is very good and we had no complaints after 
upwards of an hour of sustained listening.

As you might expect, the product literature 
lists an extensive range of technological 
advantages to the unit's credit. The drive 
units are 53mm diameter types with rare- 
earth magnets and high-purity copper wire 
voice coils. A 'Double Air Damping System' 
is said to improve bass performance - we 
could find no details on that, but understand 
the point that careful damping of the rear 
chamber is another important factor in 
closed-back headphone design (if bass 
extension is not to be compromised by 
lumpy frequency response).

The connecting cable is pleasingly long, 
thin and flexible and relatively free of any 
annoying scraping noise against clothing as 
one moves one's head. A particularly tough 
and chunky quarter-inch Jack plug is fitted.

SOUND QUALITY
Sensitivity of the W5000 is high and, as in any 
comparitive hi-fi test, it is important not to get 
carried away and mistake simple loudness for 
improved sound.In fact this model doesn't 
particularly encourage high-level listening as it 
is a little on the bright side and can become 
strident when played at high levels.

That much we could live with: what we really 
can't forgive in a model at this price is the 
degree to which the music sounds as if it has 
come down a long cardboard tube before 
reaching the ears. We struggled with every 
variable we could think of to ameliorate this 
and had partial success by forcing the 
earpieces to sit more snugly on the head - but 
who wants to sit squeezing headphones 
against their ears7 No listener who tried the 
W5000 seemed unaware of this aspect of the 
sound, whatever the size of their head, so we 
can't blame the problems with fit noted above.

Basically, there is far too much coloration 
and unwanted resonance in the sound for a 
really neutral result to be achieved. With some 
music the result can be reasonably appropriate 
- high-energy disco is a case in point - but 
while we could live with the idea of a genre­
specific headphone for a few tens of pounds, 
at E700 we want confident replay of anything 
we can come up with.

Despite that rather major quibble, there is 
some good detail to be found and the bright 
balance helps in revealing minute details 
(especially in quiet musical passages) that 
may have gone previously unnoticed. We 
may perhaps have missed something and 
headphone listening is very personal, but 
neither we nor any of the listeners we enlisted 
to help us test these headphones could get 
on with this idiosyncratic model. HFC

Given the subjective findings, it's no surprise 
that the frequency response of this model 
deviates more than a little from the sort of 
shape one hopes to find from a headphone. 
Rather surprisingly, the bass rolls off quite 
sharply below 70Hz. That's not a disaster, 
but will limit the full impact of organ, bass 
drum and the lowest strings on an electric 
bass. More seriously, the treble has some 
very large deviations both up and down, 
suggesting resonances which almost certainly 
explain much of the sound. Distortion is good, 
but channel balance on our sample seemed 
a little weak and the impedance varies enough 
to give up to 2dB difference in upper bass 
output - depending on whether drive is from 
a voltage source or a finite impedance. The 
low impedance gives a good voltage sensitivity figure.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Frequency response » -20%
2) Distortion » 0%
3) Impedance flatness » -10%
4) Channel matching » +30%
5) Sensitivity » +20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement

Sensitivity (tor 1 mW rnput)

Distoitinn (Jt JOOHi . 9bdHl

Channel balance

Rated Actual

lOldH 08dll

OJ % 

I 5dB

VERDICT r ~_, ■
SOUND

***
COMFORT

****
BUILD

****
VALUE

***

A paradoxical headphone 
that's outclassed by its 
maker's own cheaper 
models. Familiarity improves 
it to some extent, but there 
is just too much coloration 
and sound is never 
convincingly natural.

HIFI SlSKLl
★ ★★★★
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Is this the best improvement you'll 
ever make to your system?

Unless you try, you'll never know.
MAVROS CABLE STOCKISTSCall these dealers for an obligation free demonstration or home trial.

•Aberdeen:
Holburn Hi Fi, 
Tel: 01224 585713 
note@holburnhifi.co.uk

• Kilmarnock:
Kevin Galloway Audio, 
Tel: 01563 574185 
info@kevingallowayaudio.co. uk

•Glasgow:
Glasgow Audio, 
Tel: 0141 332 4707 
matt@glasgowaudio.com

• Newcastle:
Lintone Audio, 
Tel: 0191 477 4167 
info@Iintone.co.uk

• Wrexham: Acton Gate Audio, 
Tel: 01978 355522 
saIes@acton-gate.corn

• Sheffield: Moorgate Acoustics, 
Tel: 0114 275 6048 
sales@moorgate.demon.co.uk

• Market Harborough:
Divine Audio, 
Tel: 01858 432999 
tim@divineaudio.co.uk

• Solihull: Music Matters
Tel: 0121 742 0254 
sales@musicmatters.co.uk

• Banbury:
Overture, Tel: 01295 272158 
saIes@overture.co.uk

• Aylesbury:
Noteworthy Audio, 
Tel: 01296 422224 
info@noteworthyaudio.co.uk

• Guildford: PJ. Hi Fi,
Tel: 01483 504801 
info@pjhifi.co.uk

• Ashford: Soundcraft Hi Fi, 
Tel: 01233 624441 
sales@soundcrafthifi.com

• Stratford: Music Matters
Tel 01789 414533
stratford@musicmatters.co.uk

• London: Oliver James, 
Tel: 020 7349 8970 
piIkesh@oliverja mes.uk.com

• Huddersfield: Huddersfield Hi Fi 
(Audiovation). Tel: 01484 424000 
sales@huddersfieldhifi.co.uk

• Worthing: Phase 3 Worthing,
Tel: 01903 245577
rp@phase3hifi.com

The new Atlas Mavros with deletion free copper 
conductors, copper plugs and entirely new 
microporous dielectrics is probably the best 
cable in the World.

ATLAS Cablesatlascables.com WHAT HI-FI?SOUND AHO VISIOH

*****
INTERCONNECTS

Atla, Equator • Augusl 2001 
Atlas Expl0<er • foly 2002
Atla>Vcydgei • April 2002 

SPEAKER CABLE
Atla^ Ascem • Octobe<2003 
A!la< Hype<3( • JJy 200S
DIGITAL INTERCONNECT 

A1las(cmpass ' AuQust 2002

BestBuy BestBuy 
’ 2002 , 2003..

AtldSEQUdtOI
Hifilnter(Qnnects 2002 &W03

Allas Navigator AU Cu
Best Audio IntercnnM 2002

A\1<1sElektraAJICuPTH 
Edi1oCsChoicelan 200S

l!~;iiii?n nail 
*****

SPEAKER CABLE
Atlas l 25 • December 2002

HHICHDICE
*****

SPEAKER CABLE
Alias I 2S • OtoOer 2003

AWARDS

AtlasVector • Augu,1 2002 Aila<Mavro>
COMPONENT VIDEO CABLE Mard> 2008

Atlas Elewni • May 2004

mailto:note@holburnhifi.co.uk
mailto:info@kevingallowayaudio.co
mailto:matt@glasgowaudio.com
mailto:info@Iintone.co.uk
mailto:sales@moorgate.demon.co.uk
mailto:tim@divineaudio.co.uk
mailto:sales@musicmatters.co.uk
mailto:saIes@overture.co.uk
mailto:info@noteworthyaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:sales@soundcrafthifi.com
mailto:stratford@musicmatters.co.uk
mes.uk.com
mailto:sales@huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
mailto:rp@phase3hifi.com
atlascables.com


Headphones £200 £700 [ Ultimate Group Test

£230 til 01444 258258 (<!) www.beyerdynamic.co.uk

BEYERDYNAMIC DT880
Designed to be comfortable with a performance to match

A
nother of the big names in head­
phones, Beyerdynamic claims to have 
made the first stereo version back in 
1950. Among its current lineup, this model 
sits one rung below the top. It's a classically 

simple design, technically open-backed 
though unusually well protected on the 
outside of the earpieces by a perforated 
metal screen. The circular earcups have just 
enough clearance for all the ears we tried, 
though some will end up contacting (gently) 
at top and bottom of each ear. There is 
plenty of depth, though, and despite the 
fairly springy headband the soft, velour­
covered pads do a good job of ensuring 
comfort over long periods. In fact, 
this headphone sits securely on the head 
through all but the most vigorous head­
banging movements. The very flexible lead, 
which transmits almost no mechanical noise 
to the earpieces, helps enormously.

Beyer refrains from giving much technical 
information in its promotional material, but 
does claim an exceptionally wide frequency 
range for the headphone, from 5Hz to 
45kHz. The normal impedance is a middling 
250ohms, but this and quite a few other 
parameters can be customised. In an unusual 
and clever step, Beyerdynamic has taken to 
offering user-specified versions of this and 
its other two top models (the DT990 and 
DT770) via the main website (dot corn, not 
dot co.uk). For a fairly reasonable premium 
(updated as you design away on screen) 
you can have all sorts of aspects of the 
headphones customised in terms of colour 
and finish, rounded off in engraved text 
which of course makes for the perfect 
present for the proverbial audiophile 
who has everything.

SOUND QUALITY
The most immediately apparent characteristic 
of this headphone is its gratifyingly musical 
nature. It's not absolutely neutral in tonality, 
and it's not quite the most revealing in terms 
of detail (though it does score highly in that 
department), but it quickly forms a lasting 
impression of real live musicians. Its departures 
from neutrality are only obvious in the treble 
and its lack of internal resonance gives it a 
very natural presentation of complex, 
quickly changing sounds.

Perhaps more than anything, there is a real 
knack for separating the various instruments 
within a recording, both tonally and spatially. 
Even when there are several similar 
instruments playing, it is surprisingly easy to 
distinguish between them and stereo imaging 
is both pinpoint-accurate and very stable. Bass 
extension is good without being excessive and 
tunes within the bass line are easy to follow.

Only in the high treble is one sometimes 
aware of some coloration. Sibilants in vocals 
and instruments with a lot of high-frequency 
energy (such as cymbals) sometimes sound a 
little artificial and processed. Similarly, high 
piano notes have a slightly unnatural attack. 
The ambience of the recording venue, when 
there is any, is clearly presented and this is 
one of the best headphones for listening 
analytically to recently made recordings.

For most listeners, though, the winning 
element will be the ease with which one 
forgets one is wearing headphones. Find a 
realistic listening level, close your eyes and you 
can easily imagine you are listening to a very, 
very good pair of loudspeakers or indeed live 
musicians. That is surely the essence of good 
listening and we have no hesitation in naming 
this product excellent value for the price. HFC

This headphone's frequency response in many 
ways quite closely approaches the ideal, to the 
extent that any two authorities agree on what 
the ideal is. There's a little lift in the upper 
bass and then quite a lot more lift in the 
treble, as measured at the eardrum, which is 
the general shape of the ear's response to 
more distant sound sources. However, there is 
a little unevenness in the high treble, from 
about 7kHz upwards, which ties in with the 
comments on slightly artificial sibilant sounds. 
Channel matching is good across the frequency 
range, while distortion is excellent - hovering 
around the measurement limit of 0.1 % at 
96dB output and hardly any worse at 106dB. 
Sensitivity in voltage terms is low because of 
the fairly high impedance, but the variation in 
response flatness between sources is also low.

HOW IT COMPARES

I E

1] Frequency response » + 15%
2) Distortion » +30%
3) Impedance flatness» +30%
4) Channel matching » +30%
5) Sensitivity» +10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual
Sensitivity (fur I rnW input) 9bdt1 <J/dt1
Distortion (dl 2OOHt, 9&dB) 0 2u0 <0. I %
Lharmel bdldnœ 0.4dB

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
A very good headphone 
which combines excellent 
musical involvement with 
a high degree of analytical 
virtues. All-in-all, the Beyer 
makes for a rewarding 
experience from every point 
of view.

COMFORT

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****
hi fi ææ"
★ ★★★★
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Mail Order Accessories (L^À^^
Solurions for bettermus/c&mov/es

www.russandrews.com 0845 345 1550

BEST BUY

April 2008

PowerMax Plus™ £35.95 for Im

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

"... improved clarity, smoother 
highs and weightier bass. Stereo 
imaging becomes more expansive, and 
the equipment's presentation sounds 
cleaner and more precise"
PowerMax Plus™, What Hi-Fi? Sound and 
Vision, April 2008.

A clear upgrade 
for the price
Our multi award-winning PowerMax 
Plus™ mains cable features custom- 
designed nickel-plated mains and IEC 
connectors and we've perfected a 
technique of mechanically attaching the 
cable to the plugs.

PowerMax Plus™ helps to improve the 
performance of your CD or DVD player 
and Hi-Fi or Home Cinema amp by 
improving its connection to the mains 
supply - resulting in even better music 
and movies!

Buy online at
www.russandrews.com/powermax 
or phone us on 0845 345 1550.
PowerMax Plus™ mains cable is covered 
by our 60-Day Home Trial - meaning that 
you can audition it in your own system at 
home for up to two months!

Dec 2006

“Tweaks to such important areas 
as detail, bass extension and 
treble sweetness add up to a more 
appealing sound overall."
Original PowerMax™ cable, 
Hi-Fi Choice, issue 288

Not just mains cables...
Our range of award winning products includes 
interconnects, speaker cables, equipment 
supports and accessories designed to extract 
the very best performance from your Hi-Fi or 
Home Cinema system.

Also consider...
The Classic PowerKord features Kimber's unique woven 
cable, and the option of the WATTGATE 320i IEC connector 
for an even better connection to your equipment.

"This is one of the best value mains leads we've heard... 
We defy anyone not to notice the improvement in 
performance when you switch from a free cable to 
a PowerKord "
What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, May 2004

The Classic PowerKord™ 
with Wattgate™ 320i /EC £89 for 1 m ^M

*****
May'04

WHAT HI-FI?

Want to know more? To request your copy of our FREE catalogue which is packed with tips, advice and unique products designed to get the very best from your Hi-Fi or Home Cinema, and a free copy of our quarterly magazine 
Connected to Music and Movies, go to www.russandrews.com/catalogue or call us on 0845 345 1550

iffe Kltv13ER KABLE
UK distributor Solutions for better music & movies

Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (ordersover£10OwithinUKMainlandl

http://www.russandrews.com
http://www.russandrews.com/powermax
http://www.russandrews.com/catalogue


Headphones £200-£700 [ Ultimate Group Test

£500 a 01753 680568 $ www.denon.co.uk

DENON AH-05000
A decorative headphone with a subtle and natural sound

D
M0 enon has plenty of headphones 

currently on offer: this is the range­
topper. It's a closed-back model with 

earcups made of natural wood - the Japanese 
love natural wood, of course, but apart from 
its decorative properties it is quite a useful 
material from an acoustical point of view. 
I nside the wood are the drive units, which use 
a microfibre material to counteract diaphragm 
resonance. Sensitivity is quite high, aided by 
the unusually low impedance of 25 ohms 
- we didn't find anything that had trouble 
driving it, at least at normal listening levels.

The earpads are covered in leather making 
this another comfortable headphone suited to 
long listening spells. Spring force from the 
headband is quite gentle and pressure on 
the top of the head is also modest. The cable 
is on the thick side, but not too instrusive, 
and its nylon braid covering does not generate 
too much friction noise. It uses high-purity 
copper wire, though in common with most 
headphone makers, Denon does not say 
whether the ground wire is common to each 
channel or separated right behind the jack 
plug (headphone diehards will soon tell you 
that the latter sounds better in a far more 
obvious way than the purity of the copper 
in the wire).

As a closed-back model, this naturally 
cuts out a fair bit of external noise. That 
can lead to a rather unnatural effect, but 
it's worth noting that Denon seems to have 
achieved an unusually frequency-independent 
attenuation of outside noise, which improves 
the situation considerably.

SOUND QUALITY
Historically, closed-back headphones have 
tended to be less neutral in their balance than 

open models, but it doesn't have to be that 
way and Denon seems to have proved the 
point pretty conclusively here. Although the 
tonality of the 05000 is not completely 
beyond reproach, it is absolutely on the same 
general level as the best open-back models in 
this group. There is a little subjective lift in the 
treble (actually we can't think off-hand of a 
single Japanese headphone we've heard that 
doesn't have at least a hint of treble 
prominence), but otherwise the balance is 
mostly very even.

That said, the bass seems a little heavy. It's 
not exactly that it is boosted, but when there is 
a lot happening at low frequencies it seems 
slightly plodding and inclined to distract from 
higher-frequency goings-on. When the bass is 
simple, things are happier and we thoroughly 
enjoyed that old audiophile staple of the 
' walking' plucked double-bass line, which 
invariably seemed full-bodied without excess, 
tuneful and immaculately timed. It's in dense 
orchestration and handfuls of low piano 
chords, that the problems seem to arise.

There is a good deal of detail on offer, too, 
with clear differentiation of instruments and 
pretty good stereo imaging. We felt that the 
Beyer model slightly had the edge in this last 
department, but Denon gives good lateral 
definition and about as much depth as one 
ever gets from headphones.

Voices, as often happens with headphones, 
show a trace of coloration on consonants, but 
are very well served in the vowels and remain 
distinctive in both speech and song. There 
seems to be no strong musical preference, but 
we felt that classical styles seem to be just a 
little better suited to this headphone's very 
civilised presentation. There's no fear of a little 
roughness now and again, though । HFC

This is a classic example of how headphone 
sensitivity specifications can be misleading. 
Driven from a voltage (low impedance) source, 
the AH-05000 has a very high sensitivity, but 
its unusually low impedance translates that into 
an only average power sensitivity, which is more 
relevant to everyday use. The impedance is not 
very variable with frequency, so response is 
largely constant under any drive conditions. 
Distortion is low in general. And if that's not 
impressive enough, it's the same even when 
used with high sound levels. Frequency response 
is generally pretty good: there's a little more 
boost below lOOHz than might be ideal and a 
couple of rather sharp resonances above lOkHz 
which certainly play a part in defining the 
sound. Channel balance is a little below par 
but, at least, invariant with frequency.

how rrcoMPAREsJ

1] Frequency response » +10%

2] Distortion » +20%

3] Impedance flatness » +20%

4] Channel matching »-10%

5] Sensitivity »0%

SPECIFICATIONS |__________
Measurement Rated Actual

)ens itivity (for l mW input) l06dB 96dB

Distortion (at 200HZi 9GdB) 0 I ; s

Ihanne । halarice l 1 dB

VERDICT k 4 * J
SOUND

*****
COMFORT

*****
BUILD

****
VALUE

****

A fine headphone which, 
while it doesn't quite blow 
the best open models away, 
at least competes with them 
on general sound quality 
grounds. Comfortable, and 
with good isolation inward 
and outward.

HIFI KB“
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MaranUSA-751
Deposit: £500 

Monthly payment: £125 
Months:36 

Total payable: £5,00

ART Decol 0
Deposit: £800 

Monthly payment: £200 
Months:36 

Total payable: £8,00

Wadia581SE
Deposit: £999 

Monthly payment: £250 
Months:36

Total payable: £9,999

NordostTYR 1 m RCA
Deposit: £ 125 

Monthly payment: £93.75
Months: 12

Total payable: £1,250

IsoTekTtan
Deposit: £175 

Monthly payment: £131.25 
Months:12

Total payable: £1,750

GraafGMSO
Deposit: £399 

Monthly payment: £149.83 
Months:24

Total payable: £3,995

Visit www^hadowaudio.co.uk for the latest 
produd list and remember - the sale price is 

just a guide so make us a sonsible o^^ on a 

used product and we may just say YES!

Call 0844 800 0073 or 0074today...

**all reasonable offers considered

Its Sale Time again at Shadow 
Audio on all our Used Items^

Interest FREE Credit Scheme*
Below are just some examples... Call us today and 

you could have the product(s) you have always 
dreamed of, in a matter of days*.

Call 0844 800 0073 or 0074 t o apply...
*subject to status I written details on request.

hadowaudio.co.uk


Headphones £200-£700 [ Ultimate Group Test
i-

<•* www.gradolabs.com

GRADORS2
High-performance headphones with classic styling

G
rado remains a dedicated specialist 
company, making headphones, 
cartridges and a small range of related 
accessories, including a rather natty-looking 
headphone amplifier. This model is typical of 

the range in looking somewhere between 
understated and seriously retro - at the very 
least we wouldn't want to accuse Grado of 
going overboard on the styling front. That 
said, the solid mahogany housing is not only 
practical, but good-looking. Our main concern 
on the design and styling front is with the 
foam earcups, which are quite hard and rough 
and sit on the ears rather around them. The 
resulting pressure is not always comfortable 
and we would certainly recommend any 
intending purchaser to spend at least 15 
minutes wearing the headphones.

This model shares quite a lot of features with 
the next model up, the RSl, including 'Ultra­
High Purity Long Crystal' copper in both the 
voice coils and the lead. As in most high-end 
headphones these days, the magnet in each 
drive unit is rare-earth type. Grado makes 
much of the process it uses to relieve stress in 
the diaphragm before each driver is built into 
a finished headphone and claims that this 
reduces diaphragm breakup and resonance 

of coloration, but that any departure from 
neutrality is never obtrusive.

As we've come to expect from Grado 
models, detail is very good, at least most of 
the time. Just occasionally we experienced 
something in the way of a thickening-up of 
sound, an effect that seems to occur when 
the upper midrange is particularly busy. 
Otherwise, though, there's a very high degree 
of insight into complex musical textures. We 
particularly enjoyed voices through these 
headphones, each one clearly characterised 
and (in cases where we've heard the original) 
very natural and recognisable.

I nterestingly, the slight coloration in this 
headphone has a tendency to make sounds 
seem to originate from nearer the listener 
than one is accustomed to - it's a little lift in 
the high treble and of course high treble does 
tend to drop off quite fast with distance. 
Quite why it should be more noticeable here 
than with other headphones we can only 
guess, as it's a common enough characteristic. 
Sometimes we thought we detected a slight 
richness in the upper bass too, but if so it's 
minor and frankly, rather pleasant.

These are certainly very even-handed 
headphones when it comes to different

This is one of those cases where the 
measurements don't immediately seem to tie 
in with the subjective results. Some apparently 
poor figures can be explained away quite easily, 
such as the rather high distortion at low 
frequencies: the human ear doesn't seem to 
mind that at all. Anyway, the RS2's distortion 
is actually perfectly respectable at modest 
sound pressure levels, below about 90dB, 
and is particularly good at high frequencies. 
The frequency response is a little lumpy, to say 
the least: roughly corrected for equivalence 
with loudspeaker response curves, there's a 
distinct hump around 2.SkHz and a very 
pronounced resonance at lOkHz. Bass response 
is considerably nearer flat when voltage drive 
is used, while channel balance falls some way 
short of Grade's impossibly optimistic figure.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Frequency response » -25%
2] Distortion » -30%
3] Impedance flatness» -20%
4] Channel matching » -20%
5) Sensitivity » 0%

SPECIFICATIONS I________
Measurement | Actual

Sensitivity (for l mW incyo Y8dB 96dB

Distortion (at 200H1. 96dBJ 0. (A:

Channel balamt.e 0 O'idB 1 2d8

and, hence, distortion. As an open-back design, 
the RS2 cuts out very little external noise, but 
at least it feels very unintrusive on the head. 
The fitted lead is very flexible and almost 
immune to friction noise.

SOUND QUALITY
As with the Beyerdynamic model, this is 
certainly a musically involving headphone. 
The first impression it makes is of solid, lifelike 
musicians and instruments with plenty of body 
and presence. The sound is not completely free 

musical styles. Classical symphonies and 
string quartets are treated equally and will 
clearly suit listeners with broad tastes. In fact 
the sound isn't ultra-civilised : there is just a 
trace of roughness which, if anything, rather 
compensates for the tendency headphones 
can easily have to sound too 'perfect'. In 
short, this is a well-rounded transducer with 
much to recommend it in many areas.
The price is on the high side, but we feel it 

can be justified, despite the rather basic 
look and feel. HFC

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
COMFORT

***
BUILD

****
VALUE

****

A little treble boost seems to 
do no lasting harm and the 
rest of the frequency range 
is neutral and believable. 
Detail is very good and the 
overall impression is of lively, 
energetic and involving 
music-making.

hi-fich n I c: ^is::11
★★★★★
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DEFINITIVE AUDI O

I . KSL Kondo M7 Line Preamplifier
2. Living Voice OBX-RW Loudspeaker in Ebony
3. New Audio Frontiers 845 SE Integrated Amplifier
4. KSL Kondo Neiro Integrated Amplifier

5. SME 2012A Turntable with KSL Kondo iOJ Cartridge
6. New Audio Frontiers KT66 Legend Integrated Amplifier
7. Kore-Eda LLA-1 Control Amplifier & PLA-1 Power Amplifier

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk www.definitiveaudio.co.uk Konno LIVINGVOICE

KSL Kondo I living Voice I New Audio Frontiers I Van Den Hui (cartridges) I SME I CEC I Kore-Eda I Sugden I Art Audio I Western Electric I Resolution I Esoteric I Reson
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Headphones £200-£700 [ Ultimate Group Test

£330 S 01494 551551 ® www.sennheiser.co.uk

SENNHEISER HD650
A sound quality that loudspeakers can only dream about!

I
t may seem a little strange that Sennheiser, 
probably the world's most prolific 
headphone maker (at least in the 
audiophile market), has nothing in its range 
above f330 retail. Presumably the company 

feels that anything more esoteric would hardly 
be worth producing in sales terms - or is this 
really its ultimate statement? The '650 has 
been around for a while and has certainly 
achieved a high reputation among both 
domestic and professional users.

It's a smart, no-nonsense model with oval 
earpieces which seem to fit snugly on every 
head we tried. There's plenty of depth to clear 
prominent ears and the velvet-lined earpads 
distribute the spring force from the headband, 
which at first seems rather high, very 
comfortably. We had no discomfort over long 
listening sessions, though these do seem rather 
warmer on the ears than other models which 
give a less firm seal to the head and they sit 
securely enough to cope with sudden head 
movements. The lead is highly immune to 
friction noise, though the headphones 
sometimes squeak with facial movement, 
especially if one wears glasses.

Peering through the open-back of the 
H0650, there's a fine metal mesh, which is
Sennheiser's way of damping the movement 
of the drivers and reducing resonance. 
Distortion is also claimed to be particularly 
low, thanks to improvements in the magnet 
structure, while high-frequency extension is 
aided by the use of aluminium voice-coil 
windings. Pair matching is claimed to be very 
good at± 1 dB, a more plausible figure than 
some we've seen - bearing in mind that the 
smallest degree of misalignment on the head 
(or indeed on a test fixture) can easily 
contribute a few tenths of a dB of mismatch.

SOUND QUALITY
There is no question that this is a very fine 
transducer. Like quite a lot of really good hi-fi, 
it doesn't always leap out on first hearing as 
an oustanding product, though it's clearly 
highly competent. It takes a little listening to 
become aware of how good the sound really is, 
as its low-distortion nature shies away from 
loud or flashy display. As with every practical 
headphone, there is a little high-frequency 
coloration, but here it seems less obvious than 
is often the case, while the bass is warmly full 
but unexaggerated.

Above all, this is a very detailed transducer 
and it's possible to hear details which were 
previously unnoticed. A very familiar piano 
recording, for instance, suddenly showed up 
clearly where the instrument had a slight 'dead 
patch', the notes lacking some of the ring to be 
found across the rest of the range. We had 
almost forgotten this aspect of the recording 
but, hearing it again, were reminded of the 
piano tuner's comment at the recording.

At the same time, there is none of the 
unnatural emphasis of high-frequency detail 
which can sometimes crop up with cheap 
headphones and is simply a symptom of over­
bright balance. There is a little high-frequency 
unevenness in the HD650, which shows up 
mostly in cymbals and similar sounds, but one 
soon gets used to it. Transients are crisp and 
well defined, while decay into ambience is very 
natural. Stereo imaging is also very good, with 
very decent depth too, always a hard challenge 
for headphones since most of the cues are 
mangled in the absence of the crosstalk 
between loudspeakers which most recordings 
are created to rely on. Among a number of fine 
headphones on the market today, this is a 
particularly attractive one. HFC

LAB REPORT ,
There is very little to criticise in this headphone's 

technical performance. The frequency response 

is nearly ideal, though there is still a sharp boost 

around lOkHz. Looking at the transient response, 

it appears that this is due to a well-damped 

resonance and overall there is very little 

resonance in evidence. Bass goes cleanly to 

20Hz with only a little roll-0ff. Impedance is the 

highest of the group (just), but despite that, the 

voltage sensitivity is only moderately low, while 

power sensitivity is the highest here. Impedance 

variation with frequency is quite low and this 

headphone will be particularly insensitive to 

amplifier output impedance in terms of frequency 

balance. Distortion is low under all conditions, 

especially bass: 1% at 35Hz at an SPL of over 

90dB is the sort of thing loudspeakers only 

dream of!

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Frequency response » +40%
21 Distortion » +30%
3] Impedance flatness » Oo/o
4] Channel matching » +40%
5] Sensitivity » +30%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity (for l mW input) 98dH 99dB

Distortion (dl JOOHi , 96dB) 005% <0 \°o

Chamrwl bdl ante 0 2UB

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
COMFORT

****__
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

Sound is particularly 

clearand detailed,with 

very natural tonality through 

bass and midrange and just 

a little coloration in the 

treble. Comfort is excellent 

too, making this model 

excellent value for money.

HIFI §ì^"
★ ★★★★
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Headphones £200-£700 [ Ultimate Group Test

£230 S 01494 511711 @ www.ultrasoneuk.com

ULTRASONE PR0750
German 'prosumer' headphone from a huge range

N
ot as familiar, perhaps, as the other 
brands in this group test, Ultrasone is 
based in Germany and, in the UK at 
least, markets its headphones principally at the 
professional user. Of its dozen current models, 

three-quarters are closed-back in construction, 
including this pair. Like all the other Ultrasone 
models, the Pro750 employs two unusual 
features: 'Ultra-low emission' and 'S-Logic 
Natural Surround'. The former refers to mu­
metal screening, which reduces the stray 
magnetic field reaching the listener's head - 
there's no specific suggestion that this is a 
problem, but in principle the idea of reducing 
exposure to all sorts of electric and magnetic 
fields seems a good one.

S-Logic claims to recreate a natural 
spaciousness missing from most headphones, 
something it does by the simple expedient of 
mounting the drive units in each earpiece 
slightly off-centre so that they fire sound more 
into the outer ear, rather than straight down 
the ear canal. This is also said to reduce the 
level at which one listens, though it's a little 
hard to imagine exactly how that works.

As a 'pro' model, the '750 has quite a few 
practical features that we like, such as the 
choice of straight or coiled lead (either of 
which attaches via a screw-fastened 3.5mm 
stereo jack socket in the left earpiece). It's also 
less bulky than most high-quality headphones. 
The earpads are quite soft and seal well round 
the ears thanks to the fairly tight headband. 
The space for the ears is a little on the small 
side, but in a way that's not such a bad thing 
as it makes misalignment that much less likely.

SOUND QUALITY
Our first impression of this model was of a very 
direct and quite bassy sound, just the sort of 

thing one could imagine going down well in a 
pop recording studio. From a domestic hi-fi 
point of view it's also quite appealing, the bass 
often seeming rather tame after many 
loudspeakers. The treble is less bright than 
some, but has some oddities to it which show 
up with the usual giveaway sounds - cymbals, 
brightly-recorded vocals and so on.

One area where this model certainly scores 
over the rest of the group is exclusion of 
external noise. This is considerably more 
pronounced than with the AT and Denon 
models and, of course, in a whole different 
league from the open-back types. It's still some 
way from what some in-ear 'phones can offer, 
but does mean for instance that one can have 
a pretty good listening session while a quiet 
conversation is happening in the same room.

Detail we felt to be only moderately good, by 
headphone standards. That's to say that it 
scores highly against most (affordable I) 
loudspeakers, but it doesn't quite have the 
insight of the best models here. Stereo imaging 
too is less good than some can offer.

As for the benefits of S-Logic, even with the 
benefit of listening out for it we were hard 
pushed to hear any real surround effect. 
Indeed, given the comment above about stereo 
imaging, it seems the aim has been missed by 
some distance, but it's hard to see how 
headphones could ever create more than the 
vaguest illusion of surround sound even if they 
were fed from more than two channels.

We also have to report that one driver failed 
during the lab tests (after the main bulk of 
listening, fortunately). As the drivers have 
voltage protection fitted, and we were driving 
them only moderately hard at the time, we're 
both puzzled and disappointed. Hopefully, our 
next experience will be more positive'. HFC

Not only did one earpiece fail early in the lab 
testing, the other showed performance rather below 
par in some important ways. Most notable of these 
is distortion, which under all conditions was higher 
in level than the other headphones achieved. Its 
level was not significantly worse than many well- 
thought-0f loudspeakers put out, so it's not 
astonishing that we still found much about the 
sound acceptable, but when headphones can show 
such an advantage in this area it's a shame to do 
without it. Frequency response has an odd overall 
shape, generally rising from bass to treble, but is 
also afflicted with an unusual number of humps 
and troughs, suggesting a lot of resonance which is 
confirmed by the transient response. Sensitivity is 
the lowest of the group by any measure, though to 
be fair most headphone outputs will still drive it to 
the maximum safe listening level.

HOW IT COMPARES

11 Frequency response » -30%
2) Distortion »-50%
3) Impedance flatness » -20%
4) Channel matching » 0%
5) Sensitivity »-50%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement

)imitivity (for I mW input)

Uistortion (Jt )OOH; 96dB)

Channel balance

Rated

94dB

Actual

88dB

2%

O'JdB

VERDICT
Overall, a slightly 
unsatisfying headphone 
despite a warm and 
rhythmic bass and fair 
detail. Closed-back 
construction gives above­
average exclusion of 
external noise, however.

SOUND

***
COMFORT

*****
BUILD

***
VALUE

****
Hi-Fi tHOICEgS::11
★ ★★ **
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[ Ultimate Croup Test ] Headphones £200^700

CONCLUSIONS
Although similarly designed, when it comes to performance, there are three obvious contenders

T
he differences between 
headphones are not hard 
to find and in performance 
terms, some models may repel some 
listeners. But, presumably, each 

pleased its designer, so one would 
expect to find some positive aspects 
in every case. And so it has proved 
here. Probably the least successful 
model was the Ultrasone, which 
had the least detailed sound and 
a relatively high level of coloration 
across the board. All the same, 
its strong and energetic bass (and 
the extent to which it successfully 
eliminates external noise) are both 
usefu I attributes.

At the other end of the price 
range we found the Audio-Technica 
model disappointed us, not least in 
the light of other models from the 
same maker which we've heard 
recently. In this case, detail is 
excellent, but the coloration was 
more than we could live with.

Denon and Grado sell their 
models for the same price, but 
they differ about as much as 
headphones reasonably can. The 
former is closed-back and large, the 
latter open and quite small, a rarity 
these days as a 'supra-aural' model 
sits on, rather than around, your 
ears. Both, nevertheless, make very 

acceptable sounds, the Grado 
apparently defying some rather 
indifferent measurements in many 
areas with plenty of detail and 
subtlety alongside the undeniable 
life and musicality it brings to the 
party. The Denon is also very 
civilised and just as gutsy as the 
Grado. It was also involving with 
all kinds of music and notably 
better at cutting external noise. 
thanks to its closed design.

For this reason the Denon 
deserved a Best Buy badge and 
only fell by one star behind the 
two vintage German brands 
(Beyerdynamic and Sennheiser) 

who currently rule the roost. They 
aren't identical by any means, but 
we feel they do appeal in quite 
similar ways. Both have a largely 
neutral tonal balance with just a 
hint of sibilance, but nicely 
extended bass. Both have a very 
clean sound overall, the result, 
no doubt, of their admirably low 
distortion even up to the point 
where the human hearing 
mechanism itself starts to distort. 
Both are comfortable, well 
matched to a range of sources 
and great advocates for private 
listening. We are very confident 
in recommending both. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

CD PLAYERS

MA^RANTZ CD6002 £250
With its variable-level output, this plus 
cans equals an ultimate no-frills system

CHORD QDB76 £3,000
These headphones will do justice to the 
finest sources around. This is one of them.

AMPLIFIERS

CREEK OBH21 £200
A favourite budget headphone amp, 
with clear, + 1+ ee and punchy sound.

EAR HP4 £2.400
The last word in headphone amps, its 
sound will make your jaw drop.

» Most headphones can comfortably 
exceed safe listening levels. Go easy on 
the volume control at first: it's easy to 
get used to over-loud listening.
» Keep headphones boxed when not 
in use. Dust on the drive units can soon 
lead to annoying rattles.

» Ear pads on most models can be 
changed. It's worth doing this as old 
ones get hard and uncomfortable. 
» Do remember you're wearing 
headphones - walking away from your 
precious hi-fi while wearing them can 
lead to expensive damage!

HEADPHONES AT A GLANCE

r Khlfì “S- 4L 
magazine

1 hr ,
! MAKE Audio-Technica Beyerdynamic Denon Grado Sennheiser Ultrasone

MODEL ATH-W5000 DT880 AH-D5000 RS2 HD650 Pro750

PRICE f700 £230 £500 £550 £330 £230

SOUND ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★

COMFORT
*****

***** ***** ★ *★★★
*****

*****

BUILD ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★

VALUE
***** ***** J, ***** ***** ***** **** ★

OVERALL ***** ★ ★★★★ I***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

CONCLUSION Improves with familiarity, Combines musical A headphone comparable A little harmless treble Clear and detailed, with Oddly unsatisfying
but there is just too involvement with a high with good open models. boost: detail is very good, very natural tonality headphone which never
much coloration and degree of analytical Comfortable, with useful and the overall impression through bass and quite makes natural
sound never quite virtues, making for an isolation that's both is of lively, energetic and midrange and just a little sounding music despite a
becomes natural. all-round experience. inward and outward. involved music-making. coloration in the treble. warm and rhythmic bass.

KEY FEATURES

WEIGHT 375g 2959 320g isog 275g JJSg

OPEN/ CLOSED BACK Closed Open Closed Open Open Closed

SUPRA7 CIRCUMAURAL Circumaural Cirtumaural Circumaural Supraural Circumaural Circumaural

EARPAD MATERIAL leather Velour leather Foam rubber Velour Velour

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT ■' G = GOOD • A = AVERAGE • P=POOR

D^^(%96DBA,^20 0.2% G <0.1% E 0.1% E 0.6% A <O.l% E 2%P

SENSIWin FOR lV/ 1MW ll2dB/98dB G 10ldB/97dB G ll2dB/96dB A llldB/96dB A 104dB/99dB G 102dB/88dB P

IM^^Q NOMINAL/ 40/52ohm 250/JlOohm 25/30ohm 32/40ohm Jl0/400ohm 40/SOohm

CHANNEL BALANCE l.SdB P 0.4dB G l.ldB A l.2dB A 0.2dB E 0.9d8 A

WERALL FREQUENCY BALANCE 165W/
1180W/1.SW

160W/62W 160WA 37W/- 135W/-

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS -20% A +10% A + 10% A -30% P +40% G -30% P

82 H I-FI CHOICE | november 2008



SERVOEVOLUTION

CYRUS SE CD PLAYERS
AVAILABLE AT THE SEVENOAKS STORES MARKED •

Aberdeen
01224 252797

Kingston • 
020 8547 0717

Reading ►
0118 959 7768

Bedford • 
01234 272779

Leeds - Wetherby • 
01937 586886

Sevenoaks • 
01732 459555

Brighton - Hove • 
01273 733338

Leicester
0116 253 6567

Sheffield
0114 255 5861

Bristol •
0117 974 3727

Lincoln •
01522 527397

Southampton I 
023 8033 7770

Bromley •
020 82901988

Loughton
020 8532 0770

Southgate
020 8886 2777

Cambridge »
01223 304770

Maidstone •
01622 686366

Swindon
01793 610992

Chelsea © 
020 7352 9466

Manchester • 
0161 831 7969

Swiss Cottage
020 7722 9777

Cheltenham • 
01242 241171

Norwich
01603 767605

Tunbridge Wells •
01892 531543

Epsom
01372 720720

Nottingham - Sherwood 
0115911 2121

Watford ►
01923 213533

Exeter
01392 218895

Oxford
01865 241773

Weybridge ►
01932 828525

Glasgow
0141 332 9655

Peterborough •
01733 897697

Witham - Essex • 
01376 501733

Guildford
01483 536666

Plymouth
01752 226011

Wolverhampton
01902 312225

Holborn ®
020 7837 7540

Poole •
01202 671677

Yeovil •
01935 700078

So, after 18 month's development the 'Servo 
Evolution’ (SE) CD players and dedicated CD 
transport have finally arrived.

The biggest limitation in hi-fi CD players is the 
laser and servo that reads the music from the 
disc because it is not specifically designed for 
high performance audio. Knowing this is a 
performance barrier, Cyrus spent 18 months 
developing its own CD engine specifically 
designed for the highest sound quality possible.

The SE engine is all the elements before the 
DAC. Cyrus has carefully chosen the disc 
loader, laser, motors and most importantly, 
the software that controls the laser travel, 
focus and data spiral tracking accuracy. The 
servo software is the bit that controls these 
components and allows Cyrus' engineers to 
tune the elements for ultimate accuracy.

You don't need to be an experienced hi-fi buff 
to appreciate the differences, the new SE based 
CD players sound obviously better because it's 
unique new CD engine is 'made for high-end 
audio'.To learn more and download the new SE 
brochure go to www.servo-evolution.co.uk

The new SE based players comprise:

CD X t SE A high-end CD transport using the SE 
engine and several dedicated power supplies.

CD 8 SE Based on the same platform as the 
transport but with an advanced DAC section 
and twin low noise power supplies.

CD 6 SE Benefits from the same high 
performance SE platform but has simpler DAC 
and power supply sections.

And in true Cyrus tradition the players are each 
upgradeable!

Hearthem in action at a Sevenoaks store near 
you.

Visit www.SSAV.com today!the experts in home entertainment SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

http://www.servo-evolution.co.uk
http://www.SSAV.com
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NEW
CHORDETTE GEM WOW

A UK FIRST!

GREAT SOUND FROM YOUR MOBILE PHONE!
ADD TO ANY HI-FI SYSTEM - WIRELESSLY

Imagine, not only can you use your 
mobile phone for music on the 
move but when you get home it can 
transform into a CD quality music 
player and connect wirelessly to your 
hi-fi or home cinema system.

The Chordette Gem is designed to 
integrate with any existing system and 
allow the wireless transfer of music 
from a Bluetooth enabled phone, PDA 
or personal computer. A USB port is 
also available for direct streaming of 
audio from a PC.

The future of music is here - now!

©CHORD®

ONLY £399 ON DEMONSTRATION AT YOUR LOCAL SEVENOAKS STORESEVENOAKS SUGGESTED HI-FI SYSTEMS

$

CYRUS
CD6S CD Player & 8VS2 Amplifier

B&W
CM7 Speakers

SAVE £££s £1999

ROKSAN KANDY 
III CD &L.III Amplifier 

MORDAUNT-SHORT 
MEZZO 2 Speakers

SAVE £££s £1449

ARCAM DIVA
CD73 CD Player & A70 Amplifier

MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE BR5 Speakers

SAVE £££s £ 899

MARANTZ
CD6002 CD & PM6002 Amplifier

MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE BR2 Speakers

SAVE £££s £619
Ask about our range of FM/DAB tuners, turntables, stands and cables to complement these systems

Stores nationwide - visit www.SSAV.com today!
Aberdeen • Bedford • Brighton (Hove) • Bristol • Bromley • Cambridge • Chelsea • Cheltenham • Epsom • Exeter • Glasgow • Guildford • Holborn • Kingston 
Leeds (Wetherby) • Leicester • Lincoln • Loughton • Maidstone • Manchester • Norwich • Nottingham • Oxford • Peterborough • Plymouth • Poole • Reading 
Sevenoaks • Sheffield • Southampton • Southgate • Swindon • Swiss Cottage - Tunbridge Wells • Watford • Weybridge • Witham • Wolverhampton • Yeovil

Some brands/products are not available in all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). Advert vaild until 16/10/2008, E&OE.

SEVENOa<S the experts in home entertainment
SOUND & VISION

http://www.SSAV.com
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HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?
UK £5.90, EU £6.90, Outside EU £7.90 (per issue)

BACK ISSUES
Back issues are available by post and from 
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk. They 
cost £5.90 (UK), £6.90 (Europe) or £7.90 
(rest of the world). All prices include p&p. 
You can also order by phone on 0844 848 
2852 or +44 1858 438794 (overseas). 
We accept Mastercard and Visa credit cards, 
and Maestro debit cards. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or PO made payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. Please use this form.

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT
If you're interested in an HFC review of an 
older component and the back issue has 
sold out, we can usually send photocopies 
of individual reviews to any UK address 
for a flat fee (inc p&p) of £5 per review. 
You must know in which issue the original 
review appeared; we are unable to search 
back issues for old reviews.
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Publishing Ltd, to:
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the experts in home entertainment
The philosophy behind Sevenoaks Sound & Vision is simple, 
customer-focused and hasn't changed since the day the company 
started. When you shop at Sevenoaks we guarantee you:-

• Superb customer service, including after-sales care and attention to detail.

When you buy from Sevenoaks you are 
buying from one of the biggest, longest 
established and most trusted Hi-Fi I Home 
Cinema retailers in the UK.

We have been making home entertainment 
come alive for customers for more than 
35 years now. With a national network 
of stores and a hard-won reputation for 
outstanding customer service we are 
confident that we can do the same for you.

Ultimately, our stated aim is quite 
simple... to offer a total home 
entertainment solution, no matter what 
the customer's need.

• An unrivalled product range, with every leading manufacturer in stock and 
impartial advice on offer.

• Knowledgeable staff that are highly trained, dedicated to customer 
service and have a genuine passion for home entertainment.

• Demonstration facilities in every store, offering pleasant and comfortable 
surroundings to test high-performance products in a home-like environment.

• Competitive prices across the whole range of products stocked.

• Leading edge expertise in bespoke design and Installation with Cedia 
qualified staff in many stores.

Brands Stocked Include'

Acoustic Energy Da-Lite Loewe Optoma Quadraspire Sound Org
Arcam Denon Logitech Panasonic REL Sound Style
Artcoustic Draper Marantz Pioneer Roksan SpeakerCraft
Atacama Escient Meridian Pixel Magic Rotel Spectral
Audiolab Goldring Michell PMC Samsung Spendor
B&W Grado Monitor Audio Primäre Sennheiser Stewart Screens
Beyer Dynamic In Focus Musical Fidelity Project Sharp Teac
Chord Company Ixos Nevo Q Acoustics Sim2 Toshiba
Chord Electronics KEF Onkyo QED Sonos Van Den Hui
Cyrus Linn Optimum Quad Sony Yamaha

* Some brands/products are not available at all stores - please confirm before travelling.

Find out more - visit www.SSAV.com today!

http://www.SSAV.com


SEVENOa<S the experts in home entertainment
Home Cinema & Hi-Fi
From a straightforward high definition 
flatscreen TV to a 1080p projector, from 
a DVD Recorder to a complete Blu-Ray 
based solution, we can offer every 
conceivable flavour of Home Cinema.

When it comes to surround sound we 
know exactly how to help you achieve 
the effects you're after within the budget 
you've got.

Music, when conveyed through a high- 
quality audio system, has the power to

move the human soul like nothing else. 
Choosing components/systems that will 
'gel'together correctly in your home is 
no easy task but our vastly experienced 
staff do it day in, day out so let us help.

And with demonstration rooms in every 
store, you're positively encouraged to 
bring in your favourite discs or hook 
up your MP3 player to give a system a 
thorough workout before you buy.

LCD & Plasma Screens Home Cinema Separates

Hi-Fi Separates

Pro-Ject Turntables
Pro-jects excellent range includes the multi award-winning 
Debut, versions include Debut USB - ideal for converting 
your favourite tracks to your iPOO and Debut colour 
- available in finishes to suit any decor'.

tO1#
The new Genie 2 
is an ideal choice 
for vinyl lovers 
on a budget 
and is supplied 
complete with 
cartridge.

These new 
screens from 
Pioneer are 
1080pHD 
ready and 
feature KURO 
technology for 
the deepest 
blacks

Onkyo
This impressive range includes the newTX-SR606 
(pictured) and TX-SR506.

Pioneer G9 KURO Series Plasma TVs
New 50 & 60 inch models. Full 1080p HD ready.

Samsung Series 6'Rose Black'LCDTVs
32,37,40,46 and 52" inch, full 1080p HD ready models.

5 Year Warranty 
included with all Plasma and LCD televisions 

purchased at our normal selling price
Choose models from Loewe, Panasonic, 

Pioneer, Samsung, Sharp and Sony 
with a 26" screen or larger 

*Sevenoaks Retail Price (NICWAOO)

Panasonic VIERA PZ81 freesatwo 
Panasonic's new PZ81, full 1080p HO ready Plasma TVs, are 
the first to include an integrated freesat HO tuner.

For the ultimate home cinema experience, why not 
choose a full 1080p projector and screen?

The DSP-AX863SE AV amplifier features full support for 
HO audio formats ensuring maximum enjoyment of 
all high definition sources.The flagship DSP-Zl 1 is also 
available at selected stores.

The range includes the award-winning Denon 
DVDl 940 DVD player and outstanding AV receivers 
including the new AVR-1909.

Blu-Ray Disc OO7

Panasonic DMP-BDSO
Conforming to BO profile 2.0 this new player delivers 
outstanding picture and sound quality.

Yamaha BD—52900

NEW tz

Make the most of your Blu-ray discs with this new player 
from Yamaha. Features 1080p/24fps compatible HDMI 
and direct HO audio bitstream out.

Essential Accessories

At Sevenoaks, accessories are
, not an afterthought. Ojr staff
/ can demonstrate the difference

yis the right accessories can makeiff to your listening and viewing
' experience.

Arcam FMJ Series cdu/aw
Combining sleek design, flexible connectivity and a level of 
reproduction far beyond that of budget separates systems

Roksan Kandy K2
Roksan replaces its hugely successful Kandy series with
the new Kandy K2. CD player and amplifier available soon.

Speakers

B&W 600 Series 
The fourth generation of 
the 600 series features new 
drive units, crossovers and 
a whole new design.

B&W MiniTheatre 
MT30
Award-winning 5.1 
speaker system 
available in 
silver, black 
or white.

Marantz Cinemarium ES7001
Looking for a simple surround sound solution?Then this 
could be the answer.The ES7001 delivers virtual surround 
sound from a single, stylish box.

NEW

KEF iQ Series 
New iQ series includes 
bookshelf and 
floorstanding models 
featuring KEF's unique 
Uni-Q technology.

KEF KHT2005.3
New 5.1 speaker 
package available 
in high gloss 
black or matt 
silver.

Primare
With class-leading build quality. and a unique blend of 
sophisticated Scandinavian design, Primare build elegant. 
reliable, easy-to-use systems that promise years of high 
quality performance.

Monitor Audio
With a choice of szes 
and finishes. there's a 
Monitor Audio speaker 
to complement any 
system. Ranges include 
Bronze BR, Silver RS, Gold 
Signature, new Radius HO 
and the flagship Platinum.

Radius HD
_ Jecor matching

range of ultra-compact m
SLib/s¿¡ peakers replacing O If

A new decor matching

Radius.

SpendorSA!
The most musical 
and revealing small 
loudspeaker ever 
created by Spendor. 
This tiny 2-way 
infinite baffle design 
presents sound in 
an uncluttered and 
cohesive manner 
that is incredibly 
captivating to 
listen to. Finished in 
gorgeous; Zebrano 
Piano Lacquer, Jet 
Black Piano Lacquer 
and Satin Wenge.

2



visit www.SSAV.com today! SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

All-in-One Systems Nationwide Stores

Arcam Solo
Separates performance from these award-winning 

systems. Available as Sdo Music, Movie 5.1 or Movie 2.1 
and new Mini.

Both 2-channel hi-fi and full multi-channel home cinema 
systems are available. Our comprehensive range has 
models to suit all your sound and vision needs.

All Sevenoaks stores stock a wide range of products, have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, provide first-class customer service and can deliver and 
install your purchase. Stores with Cedia qualified staff can also provide a bespoke 
design and installation service. They have unrivalled expertise in all areas of 
home automation and can demonstrate a wide range of installation options.

B&W
Zeppelin
Hear just how 
good your iPod 
can sound.
This new iPod 

docking station 

ticks all the boxes: 
its beautiful, solid 

as a rock and 

sounds amazing1

the R4 produces 

sound quality that 

you wouldn't expect 
from such a compact 

design. The iPod dock 

is compatible with 

most iPod models

Walnutorlvo^Glou 
finish

Multi-Room Audio

Sonos
This multkoom digital 

music system lets you 
pay your favourite 

tunes all over the house 

-and control them 
from the palm of your 

hand. You can even 

play different songs in 

different rooms.

Vita Audio R4
This one tax music system from Vita combines a

'NEW

DAB radio, CD and iPod dock. Delivering BO warts per channel,

NEW BUI SO Bundle

Aberdeen Leeds - Wetherby Sheffield
01224252797 01937 586886 0114 255 5861 •
Bedford Leicester Southampton
01234 272779 0116 253 6567 023 8033 7770
Brighton - Hove Lincoln Southgate
01273 733338 01S22 527397 020 8886 2777 •
Bristol Loughton Swindon
0117 974 3727 • 020 8532 0770 01793 610992
Bromley Maidstone Swiss Cottage
020 8290 1988 • 01622 686366 • 020 7722 9777
Cambridge Manchester Tunbridge Wells
01223 304770 0161 831 7969 01892 531543 •
Chelsea Norwich Watford
020 7352 9466 01603 767605 01923 213533 •
Cheltenham Nottingham - Sherwood Weybridge
01242 241171 0115 911 2121 01932 828525
Epsom Oxford Witham - Essex
0 I 372 720720 • 01865 241773 • 01376 501733
Exeter Peterborough Wolverhampton
01392 218895 01733 897697 01902 312225
Glasgow Plymouth Yeovil
0141 332 9655 01752 226011 01935 700078 •
Guildford Poole
01483 536666 • 01202 671677 •
Holborn Reading
020 7837 7540 0118 959 7768 • OPENING
Kingston Sevenoaks SOON
020 8547 0717 01732 459555 • Dublin

• Cedia Member
Subjetttolegal «implflion

Logitech 
Squeezebox Duet
With 5queezebox'" 
Duet, you can listen 

to the music you love in
any room of your home. This 

smart, wireless player delivers 

your entire music collection to 

your stereo. The controller then

makes it easy to browse, select and play.

This is an excellent 
place to start if 
you're looking for 
a music system 
that delivers 
great sound and 
remarkable value 
for money.

STARTER

System

Marantz CD6002 CD Player
Marantz PM6002 Ampl ifier
Monitor Audio Bronze BR2 Speakers

System Option
Got a collection of 
records?Why not add 
the award-winning 
Pro-Ject Debut Ill 
Turntable.

Sevenoaks 
Custom 
Installation

Bespoke design 
and installation service
Consultation
Design and planning 
Project management

Sevenoaks 
has put together this 
home cinema system 
for its outstanding 
surround sound and 
vision performance.

recomended

AV
System

Pioneer PDP-LX5090 50" Plasma TV
Pioneer BDP-LX71 A Blu-ray Disc Player
PioneerVSX-LX51 AW Receiver 
KEF KHT3005SE 5.1 Speaker Package

Stock Clearance
There is up to an incredible 70% off the original RRP on 
end-of-line hi-fi and home cinema separates, speakers 
and accessories. Stock is limited and when it's gone, it's 
gone so don't miss a chance to pick up a bargain!

click clearance when you visit www.SSAV.com

Can't find what you're
looking for?
Come and visit the new website and 
see the latest in sound and vision.

• The latest news and information
• Comprehensive product range
• Nationwide stores
• Outstanding website only offers
• Free monthly.competition
• Massive savings on end-of-line 

stock clearance

visit www.SSAV.com today!
PLEASE NOTE Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 16/10/2008i E&OE. 3
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fremÎum Drawing together reference components to deliver 
astonishing performance, Superfi delivers a superior high­
definition experience, backed-up with expert demonstration 
and installation services. Select from the finest separates and 
systems, carefully chosen to transport you toyourown audio­
visual Nirvana. AV systems from £200 are on demonstration 
and in stock at each of our eight branches, oryou can browse 
our website and buy online atwww.superfi.co.uk

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS

FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERSPLASMA TV

£4499PIONEER 
PDPLX6090
■ The most desirable plasma in the 

world with unrivalled picture quality 
■ 60" display with deep-colour, 1080p 

and the best panel made, delivering 
the most vivid flatscreen picture yet

■ 50" version also available

''THE BESTWINTHE 
WOR^ BAR NONE”

HOME CINEMA CHOICE

INTEGRATED HOME CINEMA SYSTEM BLU-RAY/DVD PLAYER

QUAD22L2
£89995

■ Sweet-sounding with a 
warmth and depth that 
you'll enjoy, hour after hour

■ Elegant design that’s 
easy to live with

■ Superb,five-coat, hand- 
lacquered, piano gloss 
finish in a choice of black 
or three real-wood veneers

ARCAM SOLO
MOVIE 5.1 £1999^

PIONEER
BDPLX71 £59995

■ CompleteAV system, in a single.
sleek, separate sized component —

■ Multi-region DVD, SACD, DVD «¡¡"«in’
Audio, CD, MP3 & DivX playback

■ DAB &FM tuner

■ DolbyTrueHD, Dolby Digital HD
Plus and DTS-HD ready IJfhPA

■ Stunning 24 frames/second 
mode - replay films exactly as 
shot by the director

■ High-end Wolfson

"SUPERB 
PERFOR^NCE 
FOR THE PRICE"WHAT HI-FI? SOUND &VISION

PROJECTOR
INFOCUS IN81

■ HD Ready-brilliant, sharp, 
1080p pictures for the best 
from Freesat and Blu-Ray

■ The ultimate big picture at

from 36 to

£19999S

CoventTH
2 Corporation St 
024 7622 3254

STORES EACH OFOUR BRANCHES HAVE EXCELLENT DEMONSTRATION FACIUTIES

Birmingham Derby
67 Small brook, Q'way 22 Sadler Gate
0121 631 2675 01332 360303

Lincoln
27la High Street 
01522 520265

London
2-4 Camden High St 
020 73881300
MancheTHer
54 Bridge Street
01618351156

Nottingham
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137
StTHkBESTrt
68-70 Lower Hillgate 
0161429 9080

Leeds
105 Vicariane 
0113 244 9075

NEW BRANCH

^ONUNEAT\^TH.SWRFLCO.UK

atwww.superfi.co.uk
TH.SWRFLCO.UK
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HIFiCHOICE
BUYER’S
© Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 

Bible - the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hi-fi and multichannel

gear you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy to use 
categories, plus useful information on what to look 
for and how to get the most from your components.

94
96
100
103

SOURCE COMPONENTS
CD PLAYERS 

DVD PLAYERS
VINYL
RADIO TUNERS

Reviews you can trust
Ourtest results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewers and use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust. All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained within these pages, from CD 
and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. 
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround 
and vision, these components will take you a step 
closer to reality.

104
106

108
111

How to use this guide
The Hi-fi' Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to 
make a shortlist of components foryour system. Pick 
the ones that best suityourtaste and budget, then 
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist 
outlets where you can audition these components 
with your favourite discs.

113
114

115

Products that score more than four stars overall 
are automatically considered for inclusion in the 
Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's 
Choice Badges awarded are also displayed.

116
117
123

ANCILLARIES 

HEADPHONES 

CABLES

STANDS AND SUPPORTS

AMPLIFIERS 

STEREO AMPS 

MULTICHANNEL AV AMPS

LOUDSPEAKERS 

STEREO SPEAKERS 

SUBWOOFERS

DEALER CLASSIFIED

GLOSSARY

DEALER GUIDE

DEALER DIRECTORY

november 2008 i HI-FI CHOICE 93



BUYER’S BIBLE CB PLAYERS

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence 
i of new formats and the 

___y resurgence of an old one 
(vinyl), CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

I t's also the most enduring 
format on the market Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format

CD players work by reading a 
stream of 1 s and Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

Q&A
WHAT'S A DAC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.
WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.
CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.
DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.
WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?

Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 
frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion. 
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 
44.1 kHz to 192kHz.
CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.
CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

SI

Cambridge Audio Azu r 840C £7 50
Sitting at the top of Cambridge Audio's Azur range, the 840Cis a technically innovative 
player with a sound that belies its sub-£1,000 price -open, subtle and refined.

• ■ 
.. ►

Rega Apollo £498
Rega's latest entry-level player is a splendidly musical performer, given its modest 
price. Bass is good, midrange is great and high frequencies are truly exceptional.

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced 
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has 

the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 
'J7 j channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are 

/ usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 
able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 
even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE 
magazine

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE 
magazine

94 HI-FI CHOICE I november 2008



BUYER S BIBLE

CD PLAYERS o

SPECIFICATIONS

Audio-only CD and SACD players
BADGE? PRODUCT

o 
"'

o

UPT0£1.0O0

D
D 
□
D

D

D

§
o
"' s:

! COMMENTS

Arcam DiVA CD73 450 Neatly built and well presented player that's especially good at bass and timing, with detail hardly less assured ! e • • 1 • 301

Arcam CD37 1,000 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution do honours to CD and SACD alike
! a • • • ■ 310

Cairn Tornado 850 The Tornado is a full-on experience that shuns compromise and delivers intensely real sound for its price • • B i 305

Cambridge Audio tour 740C 500 Very flexible, this innovative upsampling player sounds exceptionally neutral and highly informative • • < • 293

Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Ultra-civilised sound is not to every taste: rhythm-lovers may find this player frustrating i • • ® ® 306

Creek Evo 495 A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value e • 285

Denon DCD-500AE 160 Cheap, well built and good, 1f slightly soft-edged sound quality * * 295

Denon DCD-700AE 250 Excellent entry level quality CD player lacks for nothing. Musicians please note: even has variable speed replay 1 • • 284

Marantz CD6002 280 A hint of treble unevenness is the only specific flaw: performance is class-leading in most areas i • 301

Nairn CD5i 850 Its strikingly competent musical performance comfortably exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player • 307

Quad99CD-S 650 Revels in big music thanks to fearless presentation: smaller-scale works can lack focus • • i • 291

Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy periormer • • i 285

Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SACD performance • • ¿^b* V * 1 • 276

Yamaha CD-S2000 999 Sophisticated, this is a beautifully controlled, high resolution player, although SACD is stereo-only • • • • • * 309

^W£1.00

D 
D 
il

El 
il

D 
0 
il

0
El

0

0 
il

D
D

Bryston BCD-1 2,050 Not as open as some but rather more timely than most, it sounds a lot more gripping than it looks • » • 300

Cairn Fog 3 1,995 Ergonomically challenged, high energy player with Gallic charm and digital preamp on board ! • • • • 1 302

Chord Red Reference CD 13,345 The definitive statement in Red Book CD playing, this player's look and sound places it at the top of the tree 1 • • • • i 299

Classe COP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced • • •
• 1 • I

• 286

Classe CDP-202 4,750 CD/DVD-A player with brilliant sound, if sophistication is your bag. Includes S-video and composite outputs • A• • * • 284

Cyrus CD 8 SE 1,100 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music. • • • 310

Cyrus CD8x/PSX-R 1,400 Lightness of touch is the key here, but there is also good bass and some very fine detail on offer too • • 295

EMM Labs CDSA 6,995 Classy, stripped down to basics SACD/CD player with some excellent engineering below decks * > • • • 302

Gamut CD3 3,500 Superb resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you into the music • •
1

289

Leema Antila

Leema Stream

2,495

1,095

Musically engaging player that will have you going through your CDs afresh. Balanced connection is best

The most timely disc player at its price point has tactile imaging and good dynamics, but unusual control system

! •
... —

• • , • 291

306

Linn Akurate CD 3,985 This highly engaging multiformat non-video player doesn't have huge transparency, but is musically addictive * • 1 • 1
299

Marantz SA-7S1 5,000 Something of a bargain even at this price, the SA-7S1 sets the benchmark for CD/SACD players of its ilk > • 297

Marantz SA-11S2 2,500 Superb value for money, this well-balanced player features various filter settings to customise performance * • • 297

Meridian G06 1,695 Highly refined player with a combination of analysis and self-effacing response to musical demands • • • * 295

Nairn HDX 4,500 The HDX hard disk player represents an entirely new paradigm for high-fidelity replay. Who needs CD players? • • 311

Rega Saturn 1,298 Good detail, lively natural bass, and good integration of musical strands without losing their individual character 295

Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,250 An exceptionally fine CD player that provides a high-end and musically rewarding pertormance 307

Shanling CD-T1OOOSE 1,600 Commendably committed player which gets right to the heart of a wide variety of musical styles I * » 1 « 1 306

Unison Research Unico CD 1,495 Strong timing and rhythm, this player is well equipped for more melodic music, with good detail resolution - < • i •
* <

295

Enann SAGO COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multchannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. 
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play GO-RW (rewritable) discs. most CO players can cope with GD-Rs 
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CO player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable. volume adjustable outputs .

Arcam CD37 £1,000
A welcome flagship newcomer, with sound that does honours to the venerable CO format, 
while also helping to prove the worth of SACO. Practical, unfussy and excellent value.

Marantz SA-751 £5,000
Stunning state of the art player aimed atthe serious audiophile community,, that offers 
remarkably transparent sound and CO quality on a par with SACO.
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BUYER S BIBLE DVD PLAYERS

DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

Although players featuring both 
DVD-Audio and DVD-Video are 
thin on the ground, the universal

disc player (that also supports SACD and 
CD alongside the DVD formats) continues 
to dominate the worlds of audio and video 
alike. In fact, it's rare to find a DVD player 
that doesn't support DVD-Audio and SACD 
these days.

So, what advantages do universal disc 
players hold over traditional CD players/

Put simply... choice. A DVD player or 
universal offer the listener the chance to 
use far more than just your CDs and build 
up a wider collection of music and video, all 
played through one device. The technology 
has matured now, and the performance of 
all formats played through these devices
gets surprisingly close to dedicated players 
these days. The same cannot be said of Blu 
ray or HO DVD players, many of which are 
not yet good enough to play CD well.

I -

Q&A
WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs 
for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 
and the coaxial digital output 
for DTS and Dolby Digital 
movie soundtracks.

| laseh wotxxrr

Ml

DVD-AUDIO, HD DVD AND BLU-RAY

IS

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow socket is 
composite; red, green and blue sockets are 
for component; the small black multipin 
socket is S-Video; the big one is SCART.

HDMI LINK: A flat, multi-pin socket 
that carries digital audio and video, 
like a digital SCART lead. Arguably 
the best choice for HDTV pictures.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 
stereo and multichannel connections, 
use these for best results with 
DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.

The two new kids on the block are HD DVD 
and Blu-ray. Both the same physical size as the 
CD and DVD disc, these formats offer even 
more data storage capacity than DVD (up to 
SOGB instead of DVD's 8.SGB). However, these 
formats are the exclusive domain of home 
cinema and gaming fans. Sadly, the possibility 
of super-high-resolution music-only Blu-ray or 
HD DVD discs remains distant at best

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:
For Dolby Digital, 
DTS and PCM 
audio bitstreams.

DVD-Audio is a high-resolution music format 
that offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby 
__ Digital tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs.

I he discs can be played on any DVD 
player, but can only be appreciated at 
their best with a DVD-A or universal disc 

player. In fairness, the DVD-Audio format 
has not proved to be a resounding success, and 
SACD discs are more readily available.

SERIAL No. LABEL ® I CONTROL LABEt

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is HDMI, 
then component video, 
followed by RGB Scart. All these 
are clearly superior to S-video 
and the basic composite 
video option.

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music 
and movie soundtracks in 
multichannel surround. DVD 
players can be used with stereo 
amps and just two speakers to 
great effect, but you'll only get 
stereo, not surround sound.

WHAT IS 1 OBOP?
HDTV is defined by the number 
of lines the picture creates and 
whether it's interlaced (like old 
TV) or progressive scan (like a 
PC monitor).

O CO II
O CO «
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Accustic Arts Surr Player 1 4,495 A very high-quality Pioneer-based machine, excellent sound from both hi-res and regular formats 299

Arcam DiVA DV137

Oenon DVD-3930

Marant DV9600 280

tz Meridian G98AH 265

Nairn DVD5 263

0 T+ASACD 1245 R 279

Townshend TA 565 CD 270

OO

DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in two and multichannel modes
ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack litled to the DVD player.

Arcam DiVA DV135 £900
Stereo-only SACD and DVD-A, but excellent performance with audio and video.

Pioneer DV-LX50 £450
A universal player that does a good job across all formats and offers a great picture, too.

Hl Fl HOICE k magazine
HI Fl HOICE

S. magazine /

Accustic Arts Surround Player l £4,495
High-quality, high price Pioneer-based machine with excellent sound quality..

HIFI
magazine

NAO T585 £800 cti
This universal player borrows from NAD's Masters Series to make a cracking all-rounder.

november 2008 I HI-FI CHOICE 97

New - Nairn Superline & Powerline

Also available for audition the Linn Akurate DS and Klimax DS music players

The new Nairn HDX is an ideal product for those who value their album collection but want ii 
all in one place with a flexible search facility while retaining that unique Nairn quality. The HDX 
will play CD, most popular formats, store 600 albums, offers USB, extra NAS storage and helps 
grow your musical horizons with 6 streamed outputs. You can also upgrade the power supply. 
Contact us to audition this unique performance product. (For more info visit - billyvee.co.uk)

The new Superline high performance Moving Coil phono stage with brass suspended 
chassis and a class A amplifier feeding 25 regulated supplies is awesome. - The new 
Powerline cable is the most impressive mains cable upgrade we have heard, a must for 
all Nairn owners at only £395. Visit billyvee.co.uk for more info orcome and listen.

« vi

New - Nairn HDX Hard Disk Player

1,5OO

3,625

2,565

2,000

3,OOO

1,250 Good overall audio performance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SACD playback at time of writing

1,100 Well engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powerful video image processing

With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SAGO, this sets a very high standard to beat 

Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too 

Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio 

Dedicated stereo only/SAGO/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited Job, but it does it with fine fidelity 

A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good ol' stereo CD

AudioNideo disc players
BADGE? PRODUCT

Our favourite □ æs™ ® wws choce

DVD PLAYERS
YERS BUYER S BIBLE

SPECIFICATIONS

UPT0£1.000

BEST BUY

BEST BUY

THE SOUTH EAST NAIM & NAIM-NET SPECIALIST
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 lee High Road, London, SE13 5Pl 

0% APR Credit options are available for purchases of new products exceeding £900, please call for details. E&OES 0 U N D -S ! t M S

£1tz

□ Arcam DiVA DV135 900 Unchanged looks and stereo-only DVD-A/SACD, but the overall performance is great across all formats. Stunning picture, too • • • ^ 296

□ Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable 0f unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • • • 276

□ Marantz DV7001 600 Enhanced model based on DV6001, but with various improvements, including superior CD replay capabilities • • • • i 296

□ Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation • • • 274

NADT585 800 Easy to live with universal player that shows clear signs of rejuvenation of the Classic range • • • • ' 294

□ Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation. which performs well with audio and video • • • • 1 275

□ Pioneer DVtz50 450 Nicely built universal player for those who value finesse over speed and energy. Decent picture too • • ^ 306

El Yamaha DVD-S2500 700 Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs • • • 280

billyvee.co.uk
billyvee.co.uk


richer sounds
THE UK's HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & FLAT PANEL TV SPECIALISTS!

INCREDIBLE CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
._ HI-FI SYSTEM DEAL

FB

HIGHLY ACCLAIMED NAO 
& TANNOY SUPER SYSTEM

AMPLIFIER: ^£-1-49:-
Cambridge Audio 340A (SILVER)
CD PLAYER: ^£-1-49:-
Cambridge Audio 340C (SILVER)
IPOD DOCK: E4Q.95
Cambridge Audio 101 0
SPEAKERS [PAIR]: 10.05
Cambridge Audio S30
SYSTEM WAS £469.80

Enjoy your iPod and CD music like never 
before at this amazing system price.
Cambridge Audio's 340C and 340A are periectly 
complemented by an 101 O dock and S30 speakers!

JUST ADD 

iPSD 
FEATURES 

LINE-IN
SO YOU CAN 

MAKE YOUR iPOO 
SOUNO AMÂ7ÍNG

CD PUYER NAO C515BEE
"A big, bold and entertaining sound; good 
level of clanty." - WHF? S&V magazine

FREE

w. l^PA^'00

CD^« 
L CD Player & 

to9ether

SAVE
£170 £299.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £29.95

AMPLIFIER NAO C325BEE
'Much to admire ... effortless."

- WHF? S&V magazine

SYSTEM USUALLY £529.85

save I ^. £399.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £39.95

^— ^—• — — • ^^M ■

INSTALLATION SERVICE
SUPERIOR QUALITY HI-FI & HOME CINEMA CUSTOM 
INSTALLATIONS FOR YOUR HOME & BUSINESS

■I.

Total Solutions
Hi-Fi and Home Cinema consultation, 
equipment advice, bespoke design 
& home integration

Zonal Lighting
Zona! lighllng/curtain/blind control 
systems for the ultimate in convenience

Sonos Multi-room
Find and play songs from select online 
music & radio services, your personal 
digital music collection. or all of the above.

Incognito Multi-room
Simple, affordable h1-f1 quality 
multi-room entertainment for your home.

FREE 
SHARP 32' 

LCD TV
INSTALLATION OFFER 

I GET A 32. SHARP LC32D44SE 
I LCD TV FOR FREE IF YOU 

SPEND £3,000 OR more 
n ON ONE OF our

PROFESSIONAL installations 
AND EQUIPMENT. I

[AVAILABLE most stores] !

Get in touch to arrange
a FREE on-site assessment

INSTALLATION TEAM HOTLINE:
0800 840 0014
e: installations@richersounds.  corn
We are unable to give stock information 

from this number

Willi a wireless Sonos Controller in 
hand. you can find and play millions 
of songs from select online music and 
radio services. your personal digital
music collection, or all of the above. 

Ring your local store to arrange 
a demo.

Any song. Any Room 
Play all your digital music. 
All over your house. All from the 
palm of your hand. Wirelessly.

SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE, 
HI-FI QUALITV, 

MULTI-ROOM 
ENTERTAINMENT

"Less money & hassle than 
you'd think"

IK - - ■

ELECTRICIAN, DIY ENTHUSIAST.
OR BY OUR PROFESSIONAL

INSTALLATI0 N S TEAM
www.richersounds.com/incognito 

ft Cambridge Audio 

incognito

VIP= IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR VIP CLUB FOR FREE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OUR EXCLUSIVE MEGA-BARGAINS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR DETAILS.

Some of these offers are exclusive to H1-F1 Choice Maqawi ie reaUers. Please quote this ad when calling. While stocks last Available from 14th September 2Utl. Uctober J008. Al. trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE
All featured products 1 per customer. Some oHers may be tor in-store callers only. All stock 1s brand new in sealed containers and fully gujranteed tor one year un I ess clearly stahd utherwise. 1 OOOs MORE BARGA!NS IN-STORE!

TSP = Typical Selling Price iSPn are based on information sup|i I ied by WHF? S&V magazinP .manufacturers. Hi •Fi Choice, Home Clnenrn Choice. T3. What Video. What DVD. Digital Hom¡e , Total DVD ,1 nd DVD Buyer Furtlwi info mation availatJie on requestl

http://www.richersounds.com/incognito


EVERY DAY IS A SALE 
DAY IN OUR STORES!
WITH MASSIVE SAVINGS OFF VIRTUALLY 
EVERY LEADING BRAND DAY IN DAY OUT 
IT'S LIKE WE’RE HAVING A SALE ALL 
YEAR ROUND, AND IF THE KEENEST 
PRICES AROUND AREN’T ENOUGH TO 
TEMPT YOU, HERE ARE THE OTHER TOP 
FIVE REASONS TO SHOP WITH US...

1. We have friendly knowledgable sales people, trained 
to help you find the perfect set-up or component for 
your needs.

2. We are happy to talk to people with all levels of 
expertise about getting the best sound or picture 
quality for less cash.

3. We believe in a low-pressure sales environment 
- we're happy to let people shop around or walk away 
and think. In fact, we encourage it.

4. We've been going for 30 years' If you experience any 
problems after purchasing, we're here to help - we're 
no 'here today, gone tomorrow' company. We're not 
happy until YOU'RE happy with your purchase.

5. Providing your choice of equipment is in stock, you 
can take it home, no frustrating waiting period whilst 
you wait for your goodies to be dispatched.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO IPOD DOCK
MODEL: ID1O

YAMAHA MINI HI-FI SYSTEM

£9.99
i Pod Not Included

GET YOURSELF AN IPOD 
DOCKING STATION FROM A 
TOP AUDIO COMPANY FOR 
LESS THAN A TENNER!
Designed to fit most Apple 
rPod's. the smart silver finish 
looks good with black, white 
or even the new "Classic" 
silver iPods. WERE £49.95

KEF FLOORSTANDERS
MODEL: ÎQ5

£

"The KEFs are among the 
tidiest floorstanding designs 
we've seen... Tlie standard 
of build and finish is well up 
to KEF levels and the Unr-0 
tweeter arrangement makes 
forintriguing looks. ..these 
perform in spades." 
-WHF? S&V magazine.
TSP£399.95

SAVE
£200 £19995

5Yr Guarantee Only £19.95

MODEL: CRXM170

"Well designed, 
sensibly priced 
and wrth a 
performance 
that eams it 
our acclaim."

WHF? S&V 
magazrne.

TSP £179.95

SAVE
£60 eI 19.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £11.95

PANASONIC BLU-RAY PLAYER
MODEL: DMPBD50

"The BMP 8050 not only talks the talk but walks the walk."
-WHF? S&V magazine
Havrng already established an excellent reputation for Blu-ray 
players. Panasonic have moved the game once rnore wrt1i 
tlie DMPBD50. TSP£449.95

B/uray
£349.95
5Yi Guarantee O'

MEZZO 2

MS SPEAKERS
MEZZO RANGE
In 2004. Mordaunt-Short produced 
the award-winning Performance 
model which re-wrote the rule book.
"TROW IN A DYNAMIC RANGE 
THAT CAN GO FROM SUBTLE 
AND INSIGHTFUL TO HUGE AND 
AUTHORITATIVE IN THE BLINK OF 
AN EYE AND YOU HAVE A SPEAKER 
THAT CAN TURN ITS HAND TO ANY 
STYLE OF MUSIC."
-WHF? S&V magazine said 
of the Mezzo 6.

"THIS PERKY UTILE TWO PIECE 
CAN BASH OUT A SPARKLING 
SOUND STAGE AND ITS CURVED 
DESIGN STOPS THE BUILD UP OF 
STANDING WAVES FOR CLEANER 
AND MORE REALISTIC AUDIO."
-The Gadget Show on Five 

of the Mezzo 2

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AMPLIFIER

FFREE>
k WORTH £500

k

' " c '

Other models available are 
the Mezzo 1.5. & 9. . . . .

BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS
FOR ONLY£399.95

MEZZO 6
FLOORSTANOERS

FOR ONLY £699.95

Please ask in-store 
for price details ■ PRICES 

FROM 399PAIR£ .95

JUST ADD 

iP®D 
FEATURES 

LINE-IN
SO YOU CAN 

MAKE YOUR 1POO 
SOUND AMAZING

SAVE .E

The 740a has a 
power output of 
100 watts per 
channel and a 
strong current 
swing that is 
powerful enough 
to drive even the 
most difficult of 
l oudspeakers .

£49995
5Yr Guarantee Only £49.95

www.richersouNDS.coM
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR NATIONWIDE

STORE DETAILS ON: 0845 900 1230

INCREDIBLE
ONKYO

LOWEST 
PRICE i 

guaranteed

MODEL: TXSR606
"IN TERMS OF SHEER 
DYNAMIC CLOUT, 
THE ONKYO CAN'T 
BE TOUCHED 
BY ITS RIVALS." 
WHF? S&V Magazine

£399.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £39.95

TXSR506
AV RECEIVER
FOR ONLY £249.95
TXSR876
AV RECEIVER
FOR ONLY £999.95

ALSO
AVAILABLE

£10 OFF
WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £20
BRING THIS VOUCHER IN-STORE
TO CLAIM YOUR DISCOUNT

All Onkyo AV receivers available m black and silver

One voucher per customer. Cannot be exchanged for cash. 
Only redeemable in-store against products at in-store prices. 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer/promotion. 
Must be the original voucher.

HI-FI CHOICE. Valid until 01/11/08

Receipt Number

http://www.richersouNDS.coM
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or 
( 9>) turntables offer the 

m digital revolution serious 
competition when it comes to 
sound quality. Even a modest 
model can turn musical tricks that 
most CD players struggle with. 
Some call it vinyl warmth, but in 
reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable 
than a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is

increasingly purchased separately 
for use with Iine-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

avid

TURNTABLE SET-UP .

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 
but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, 
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles

- .

at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.

Ortofon
Rondo Red £300
Despite being the base model in the 
Rondo range the Red delivers detail, 
power and resolution and is very well 
priced to boot. A cut above its rivals.

Funk Firm
Saffire fl,900
Something of a gem the very individual 
Saffire is refined and pleasingly neutral 
with excellent dynamics and very strong 
timing ability.

Avid
Volvere £2,750
Avid has been one of the most impressive 
exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.

1:) 01^15 ~™ .....

Creek Audio
OBH15 £220
Practical and highlycompatible unit 
offering fine detail and a pleasing mellow 
balance. If you actually buy one, ask the 
supplying dealer what OBH stands for.

100 Hlfl CHOICE I november 2008



VINYL BUYER S BIBLE
Our favourite [il BEST BUY [il EDITOR’S CHOICE

TURNTABLES
Record players

SPECIFICATIONS

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS
S & f S l5 § □□

[il Avid Volvere 2,750 A combination of a heavy platter with a sprung suspension that makes the vinyl it spins sound powerful and solid 33/45 298

□ Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 33/45 268

□ Clearaudio Emotion 920 Beautifully built with open and clean sound emphasising mid and top, but delivering nice timely bass 33/45 309

0 Clearaudio Performance 1,670 Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncolored performance. Good arm and cartridge 33/45 295

[il Clearaudio Ambient 4,220 Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 271

[il EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new 'no contact’ drive technology and high quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33145178 opt 276

[il The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won’t find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics. tone colour or detail 33/45 opt 279

[il The Funk Firm Funk V 750 Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it’s a killer 33/45 opt opt 284

[il The Funk Firm Saffire 1,900 Individual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics 33/45 opt opt 309

D Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 266

[il Michell Tecnodec 886 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money 33/45 309

[il Pro-Ject Expression II 250 A smooth and engaging turntable with the ability to revel in the glory of vinyl, with upgradable arm cable 33/45 289

[il Pro-Ject RPM 5 450 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 279

[il Pro-Ject RPM 6.1 600 With its minimal chassis and huge platter this is a steady design that's capable of fine results with a decent cartridge
33/45/781 ~| S W

294

[il Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,200 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent! Price includes carbon fibre arm 33/45 268

[il Pro-Ject X-Pack 800 Combines some very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) into a killer package with top sound and value 33/45 309

D Rega P3-24 398 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, much improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 opt 298

D Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 opt 257

[il Rega P7/RB700 1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 33/45 1 • opt 257

D Roksan Radius 5/Nima 895 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 248

[il SME Model lOA 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 * • • 195

[il SME 20/12A 11,133 Brings a calmness and precision to vinyl replay that we have rarely encountered, build quality is second to none 33/45/78 ‘ • • 293

[il Townshend Rock V 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job (includes Excalibur II) 33/45 • 307

Our favourite □ bestbuy b

PHOND CARTRIDGES SPECIFICATIONS

5ss
MM and MC cartridges
BADGE?

D
PRODUCT

Denon DL-103R

£

200

[il Dynavector DV-1OX5 250

D Grado Prestige Gold 110

D Ortofon Rondo Red 300

□ Ortofon Salsa 200

[il Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo III 239

[il van den Hui MC One Special 699

[il van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400

[il Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450

COMMENTS

Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock’n'roll cartridges around

A high- output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that’s difficult to mount, but well worth the effort

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss

Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price

Despite a touch of midrange coloration, this cartridge really involves the listener with good extension and a clean, agile sound 

High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for

With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

•

•

285

307
235
307

290

270

235

265

253

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [il EDITOR’S CHOICE

PHDND STAGES SPECIFICATIONS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C'>

Phono stages
o

"'

BADGE?

D
D

PRODUCT

Cambridge Audio 640P

Creek OBH15

60

220

COMMENTS

An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades before and after in the chain

Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and pleasing, mellow balance

305

305

D
E

NAO PP2 phono stage

Tom Evans Microgroove

Tom Evans The Groove

50 A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money

400 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better!!

1,800 Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP

245

234

201

D Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 234

ITiU>miJX i SPEEDS Speeds offer-ed in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 

from one pulley to another to change speed. but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department. but the dealer will fit it for you.
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this s included in the price shown.

EHUEHEBSESi MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type.

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement. but it compromises sound quality
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An electrostatic is a special breed of speaker, capable 
of extraordinary, compellingly realistic reproduction. In 
certain crucial respects, good electrostatic loudspeakers 
are just better than anything else available.

Hear a Martinlogan electrostatic properly set up in 
a good environment by Guildford Audio, and the 
difference will be immediately apparent - no explanation 
required.

Full MartinLogan range available and trade-in of your 
existing loudspeakers always considered... please call to 
discuss.

To discover more about Martinlogan, call Trevor Martin 
at Guildford Audio today on:

mailto:sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
http://www.guildfordaudio.co.uk


TUNERS BUYER S BIBLE
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RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

/CTY Radio is a fantastic musical 
( J resource that's in danger of being 
V_taken for granted, but whatever 

your tastes there's someone out there 
catering for it. If you haven't got a decent 
tuner hooked up to your hi-fi already, you're 
missing out1

8»«
HIFI

magazine

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now 
said to be available to more than 80 per 
cent of the population and the long-term 
plan is to switch public broadcasting over to 
digital entirely, but hardware prices have yet 
to come down to a point where this would 
be acceptable. Its advantages over FM 
include hiss-free reception, the potential for 
a wider range of stations and the ability to 
display comprehensive programming 
information. FM's RDS system means that 
station name and occasionally track titles 
are displayed, but the range of information 
is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower

cost of hardware and the greater reception 
area. It can also provide higher sound quality 
if reception conditions are favourable. 
Absolute sound quality j udgements are 
muddied by the fact that you are listening to 
different forms of compression and 
processing at the studio for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if it's 
variety of programming you're after, they 
have a lot to offer.

Denon TU-1800DAB £250
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design at a tempting price.

HIFI

Creek Evolution £495
Classy tuner with a sound that's detailed, 
cohesive and extended tonally.

E03GEEN

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.eo.uk/ digitalradio for details.

T+A T1210R £1,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - greatdetailand imaging.

Onkyo
T-4555DAB £350
A real radio bargain, this DAB/FM tuner is 
free from grain and tonal blemishes.

Our favourite □■ eohor-s choce

TUNERS SPECIFICATIONS

FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES
RA

RA

BADGE? PRODUCT

: s
£ COMMENTS

5 RA 
æ :o —i

Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting.

O Creek T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM,M,L 128 251

0 Creek Evolution 495 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy FM,M 80 t, • 308

o Cyrus FM-X 500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply FM 7 283

0 DenonTU-1500AE 130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto FM,M,L 100 281

0 Denon TU-1800DAB 250 There's a little grain on FM, but the decent performance on both bands makes this a great dual-band choice DAB,FM,M 200
» 1 • 1 j • [ 283

Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,195 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves ... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt 257

0 Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper! 200 » ® 283

D NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity FM,M 30 250

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little DAB,FM,M 99 t ® ® ® 283

Rega Radio 3 398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer FM,M 20 283

Ratel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free FM,M 30 242

O T+A Tl 210R 1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too FM 100 % • 283

Arcam DiVA DT91 450 Some grain at low levels, but sound is lively, large in scale and tonally very natural. Very smart' DAB,FM 16 6 >» • • 299

o Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 248

O Denon TU-1800DAB 200 Very good detail and a highly believable impression of real musicians playing. Imaging can be a little constricted DAB,FM,M 200 299

□ Marantz ST7001 250 Midband detailed and precise! treble can be thick but bass is extended, and sound generally energetic DAB,FM,M 200 299

NAO C445 300 FM is laid-back despite bright balance, but has good detail. DAB slightly livelier than most DAB,FM 30 I «* • * 299

0 Onkyo T-4555DAB 350 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard in all areas on DAB.FM 40 299

and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

How many stations can be stored in memory. ROS Radio Data System - station names
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

Amplifiers come in two basic 
) forms: integrated and

—/ preamplifier (pre) plus power amp 
combinations. Integrated simply means that 
both pre and power sections are in one box. 
There are definite advantages to separating 
the low level. delicate signals in the preamp 
from the radiations of a power amp, so the 
more ambitious designs come in two or 
more cases. In some cases, each channel has 
its own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live on 
owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 
your music loud, use trannies; if you 
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 
of speakers which present a difficult load. As 
a rule. you can't have too much power.

Q&A

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics. stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to present 
the attack and decay of each note precisely; 
amps with strong timing have a snap and 
coherence that is very appealing.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or 
three-dimensional an instrument or voice 
sounds. The point of having two rather than 
one speaker is to make it possible to 
recreate the soundstage of the original 
recording, thus amps that have strong 
imaging skills can create a sonic space that 
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 
and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 
speakers do a remarkably good job of 
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as 
they don't have the (electrical) noise­
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 
stereo models of a similar quality.

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS?
All audio electronics perform 
better when they are warmed 
up, and this is particularly the 
case when it comes to 
amplifiers. If there's no way 
that you ean leave it on al I the 
time, make an effort to switch 
it on at least 20 minutes 
before listening.
WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Bi-wiring is when you run 
separate cables to the treble 
and bass/mid terminals on the 
speaker. In most instances, this 
improves sound quality so long 
as identical cables are used. 
Bi-amping is using two stereo 
amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to 
drive the treble and the other 
for the bass/mid sections of 
the speakers.
WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered in absolute terms - at 
least when you compare them 
to their transistor-based 
cousins. But when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

Hl Fl HIFI
magazine

Marantz
PM7001 £350
If you thought the PM7200 was a great 
budget amp, just wait until you hear this! 
Its sound is so detailed and involving, 
you'll think it costs twice the price.

Russ Andrews
HP-1/PA-l £1,198
If you don't need lots of inputs or vast 
output power. this Russ Andrews combo 
offers solid sound pictures and is highly 
capable in a number of areas.

Pathos
Classic One Mk3 £1,535 
Gorgeous valve amp that gets close to 
bonding all the strengths of classic valve 
amp sound with solid-state. Beautiful 
musical presentation, highly recommended.

Copland
CTA405 £2,498
This amp's massively enjoyable musicality 
is hard to beat: all the effusiveness of a 
great valve amp and none of the 
stereotypical softness. Brilliant!
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UP TO £1,000
D Arcam DiVAA70 500 A smart and practical amp offering good snap and pace, with natural dynamics and good detail 6 MM 60 289

□ Adv. Acoustic MAP305DAII 600 A lot of amplifier for the money and capable of revealing and exciting sound in the right company. Includes 4 digital inputs 5 100 300

El Arcam DiVA A90 850 Practical, affordable and impressively flexible amp with a laid-back approach but plenty of insight too 7 opt 100 303

El Cambridge Audio 640A v2 300 Slightly cheap-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 75 279

El CambtidgeAudioAzur 740A 500 Ticks all the boxes for bass, clarity, imaging etc. and invites the listener into the music with uncommon grace 6 • p 100 294

El Cambridge Audio 840A v2 750 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp revels in loud music, but also offers detail and delicacy when required 8 120 311

El Creek Evolution 545 Dynamics can seem understated, but energetic bass and fatigue-free treble make it an enjoyable listen 5 opt 85 311

El Cyrus 6vs2 600 Spunky little amp that reproduces instrumental timbres and acoustic spaces well, with real musical involvement 7 40 293

D Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM 50 284

D Marantz PM7001 Kl 550 A self-effacing amplifier which serves the music admirably with fine bass, sweet treble and unforced detail 5 MM 70 289

D Museal FdelityX-T100 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X power supply, this deceptively powerful valve-sporting amplifier is both enticing and musical 3 70 288

D Nairn Nait 5/ 725 More versatile than previous Nail's, the 5i is a great all-round amplifier that offers vivid insights into all manner of music 4 50 305

0 Onkyo A-933 500 Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 80 278

D Pioneer A-A9 600 Takes on the mantle of the legendary A400. Not as cuddly, but very resolute and revealing for the money. Has USB input 4 80 296

D Unison Research Unico P 795 Sound belies indifferent measured performance with good detail, balance and flowing melodic quality 5 MM 50 293

□ Vincent SV-236 999 Valve hybrid whose sound is as idiosyncratic as its styling, short on neutrality but high on sparkle 6 100 295

£1[] 1
ElAMRAM-77 4,400 A thrilling amplifier that brings you the dynamics of valves with the power of transistors in a substantial but well featured design 6 180 299

D Ayon Spirit 1 , 745 Pentode or triode operation is available at the flick of a switch with this muscular integrated 4 50 303

ElBoulder865 7,750 Extremely transparent to detail but less revealing of energy, high power, superb build but only balanced inputs 4 150 303

O Copland CTA405 2,498 A musical and involving amplifier, which also has incredible insight and is user-friendly by valve amp standards 5 MM 50 305

D Creek Destiny 1,100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 100 286

D Densen Beat B110 1,200 Great bass provides firm underpinning for involving and enjoyable listening - real 'smile factor' 6 opt 60 292

D Leema Pulse 1,195 An organic and revealing sound alongside good power reserves and superb features, including a great MM/MC phono stage 5 80 306

[ilMoon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 150 288

[il Musical Fidelity A1008 2,999 With DAG, phono stage and built-in valve buffer, this powerhouse amp can really grab hod of a loudspeaker 4 250 295

D Mystère ia11 1,250 Small, deceptively powerful integrated valve amp with a crisp, pacy sound 4 40 302

O NAD M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 180 285

[ilNairn SuperNait 2,350 Serious communicative ability meets convenience in this sophisticated and powerful integrated design 6 80 294

D Pathos Classic One MK3 1,535 An attractive amp offering a beautiful! musical presentation with good tonality and detail 5 70 305

D Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 100 267

D Pure Sound A30 1, 100 Valve integrated. with the accent on music rather than rhythm. Needs more inputs, though 3 30 298

D Sugden A21al Series 2 1,299 Lovely solid-state Class A amplifier. sweet as a nut and more powerful than its predecessor 5 opt 21 296

D Unison Res. Unico Secondo 1,200 Very good detail and coherence. Tonality is natural, imaging precise and deep, and dynamics are wide and unforced 6 opt 110 297

[il Unison Research P70 3,495 Delightful valve amplifier with fine neutrality, sweet midband, impressive bandwidth and ample power 4 70 302

D Yamaha A-S2000 1 ,499 One of the few amplifiers to offer the benefit of true balanced operation at this price point 5 opt 160 309

Our favourite □ BESTBUY El EDITOR’S CHOICE

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT

UP TO £2.000
: COMMENTS

D Advance Acoustic MPP2CC^406 900 This pair has good build and finish and a balance of qualities that's hard to beat for the price • • 4 opt 150 309

D Cambridge Audio Azur 840E/840W 2 ,OOO Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed, composed and controlled • • 8 opt 200 309

D Croft Precession /Polestar I 1,400 Compact pre/power combo with battery preamp and hybrid power, with freedom from timesmear, bass could be finmer • • 6 25 290

D Cyrus Pre Vs2/6 Power 1,000 Pre offers stunning resolution and feature count for the money and power is subtle, open and musical • 50 290

[] Nairn NAG 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design 0 1 6 opt 50 287

Ratel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powertul-sounding combination which offers real value 0 5 70 285

D Russ Andrews HP-1/PA-1 1,198 Simply featured, but sounds appealingly realistic and solid. Highly capable in all areas design 2 50 303

IABOVE £[]
El Arcam C31/P38 2,050 Very civilised sound, in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built 7 opt 100 308

ES3TS1 LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a canridge.
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in wans per channel.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS SPECIFICATIONS

Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT > COMMENTS

D 
[ill
D

Border Patrol Control Unit

Bryston BP26 DAl2B SST

Bryston BP26/3B-SST

Chord Prima/Mezzo 140

Casse CP-700/CA-M400

I EC I Cyrus DAG XP

Densen BeatB-200/B310

Densen Beat B-250/B-350

ECS EA-1

[il 
[il

Gamut D3

Gamut D200 Mk3

Hovland HP-100/MOIA

Krell FPB 700cx

[il
[il

Linn Kimax Kontrol

Marantz SC11S1/SM-11S1

2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around

5,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serous grunt 

5,300 The epitome of the iron fist in a velvet glove school of hi-fi. Dynamically superb and very detailed

6,100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream

13,350 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility. Sounds stunning, too

2,200 A knockout DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz

2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings

8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured

6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection

3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound

3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price

12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybnd transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers

14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 

5,000 Preamp and power amp duo delivers high resolution and is consistent with different loudspeaker loads

Nairn NAP 500

Roksan Caspian M Series-1

11,875 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim’s traditional leading-edge definition

2,245 A well-matched, powerful and enjoyable sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player

0 z

-o O 
=O 
z o

5 opt 277

6 opt 100 278

8 opt 150 308

5
T] 120 269

6 opt
"•]400 293

2 266

8 opt 80 276

6 125 270

180 253

5 opt 265

200 247

9 opt 125 250

700 234

4 238

6
~é¡220 304

140 208

5 • 85 307D

AV AMPLIFIERS
Surround sound amps for music and movies

The multichannel, surround 
i sound or AV amplifier is a popular 

_ y option, thanks to the success of 
the DVD player and home cinema. Now you 
can buy five channels or more of 
amplification for the price of two. Now that 
multichannel music is also on the agenda. 
there's a lot to be said for a good AV amp or 
receiver (an amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio. 
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do. 
then check out a multichannel amp and 
speaker set-up - they're stunning with 
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily for 
movies and come with digital processing for 
the various soundtrack formats - Dolby Pro­
Logic (analogue). Dolby Digital and DTS, 
which offer discrete surround sound in 5.1 
and 7.1 channel formats. More ambitious 
designs also offerTHX post processing. 
designed to emulate the sound of the 
mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because 
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 
potential. This is why new formats SACD 
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 
compression, were created for music.

All this processing powercan take its toll on 
analogue formats. The best multichannel 
amps for music are often the simplest. but 
any that offer a complete bypass option with 
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth 
looking at real power - five or seven channels 
of amplification are not easy to produce with 
a feeble powersupply, and the cheaper amps 
in particular often fail to live up to the claims.

Q&A
HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers 
you want. Multichannel music 
discs come with six or 5.1 
channels. but for new movies. 
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups 
also mean you have speakers 
directly behind you - preferable 
for music discs.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AND AN AV AMP?
Processors don't have built-in 
amplification and you need 
separate power amps. AV amps 
and receivers have processing 
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR?
This is the LFE (low frequency 
effects) or bass channel that is 
reproduced by a subwoofer.

Hl^FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high- 
quality multichannel music, surround 
sound is no longer just a home cinema 
thing. An increasing number of people 
want to build a multichannel system that 
will do their music as well as their movie

DVDs justice, and the number of AV 
products delivering sufficient quality is 
on the increase. But most aren't cheap - 
building a top-quality system with five or 
more channels is inevitably more 
expensive than sticking with stereo. There 

are some very decent integrated options 
below fl,000, though the best (and most 
costly) route is to buy a separate 
processor and power amp(s). Or you can 
add AV amplification to a stereo model 
you can't bear to part with.
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DSPAX759SE £550
If you're looking for an affordable 
multichannel amp that's good with music 
as well as home cinema, this is a top buy.

DiVA AVR350 £1,500
Arcam's latest receiver offers a good 
helping of processing and connection 
options, with exceptionally musical sound.

AVC-A 11 XVA £2,500
A splendid 7.1-channelamp that packs in 
the latest digital links and processing 
formats without sacrificing sound quality.

Classe
SSP-600/CA-5200 fll,900
Anyone seeking a high-end multichannel 
solution that's equally adept with music 
and movies should park their ears here.

Our f3vouritc □ bbt ° sediwsmce

AV AMPLIFIERS KSSOil

S § 3
Multichannel amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT : COMMENTS
MULTICHANNEL INTE^TED AMPS

□ Arcam OiVA AVR350 1,500 Sets the standard for music and movie performance at the price, although features count low and HOMI limited 4 7 »1100 284

D Cambridge Audio Azur 640R 600 Simple and elegant receiver. Attributes that reflect in good sound quality without the distracting toys you'll find elsewhere 7 b] 100 292

Oenon AVC-A11XV 2,500 Sensible, real world derivative of AVC-A1XV, but still immensely flexible, and well endowed with digital i/o 11 b] 140 273
[k] Oenon AVC-A1W 4,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously •J 170 266

Lexicon RV-8 5,000 Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HOMI etc) but ma)ors on very effective audio engineering < 10
ÍJ140

267

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry I 3
• ] 160

255

Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo' Cultured sound, too 5 110 270

Pioneer VSA-AXWAi 3,000 State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 150 260

□ Sony STR-08798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy 7 100 273

□ Sony STR-08795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears | 4 7 » 100 260s Yamaha OSP-AX759SE 500 More a stereo amp with basic multichannel thrown in, but a great performer with music at this price | 4 6 ¡n 100 287

MULTICH NNEL PREAMPS/PROCESSORS MO POWER AMPS

D Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 250

Arcam AVP700/P1000 3,000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HOMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power 1 4 8 ¿1135 275

(W) Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5,750 High-quality preamp/processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 ■J 180 235

[ã] Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 11,900 Subtle, exacting sound, tremendous flexibility and high power audiophile standard amplifier - lacks hi-tech digital interfaces 11 200 278

(W) Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236

Linn Exotik 1,750 I s hi-fi ready to make the lump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260

(W) Linn Exotik + OA 3,245 Good analogue preamplifierwith multichannel in/out up to 7.1 and a home cinema processor of quality combine to make a tempting package 8 291

(W) Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5
» 1 50

238

0 Parasound Halo C1/A51 7,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 250 243

D Primare SP317/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 ¡M120 238

Esma receiver I integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD payers, DVD players. tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification.
5-CHANNEl POWER (W) Power output in warts per channel of all channels driven by the amp .

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 

one of the most popular phono stages around. 
Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 
baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges. 

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all 
incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.
Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 
the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TRichoRcl ResearcN
Tel: + 44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928
sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com
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STEREO SPEAKERS
Speaker pairs for stereo sound

/Crfty While loudspeakers are relatively 
( straightforward in construction, 
V_y they have one of the most 

difficult jobs in hi-fi - turning an electrical 
signal into an acoustic one. Most consist of 
two or more drive units in a box that usually 
has a port in it to make life easier for the 
cone in your mid and/or bass driver. 
Alternatives to this arrangement include 
panel speakers, which use electrostatic or 
ribbon technology, and horns, which use 
drive units in complex cabinets that greatly 
improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the greater 
the reinforcement of bass. As all rooms differ, 
there's no simple formula for placement and 
experimentation will yield the best results. 
Altering the angle at which the speakers face 
the listener can also make a difference to 
balance and stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel system. 
The most important element is a centre 
channel, which needs to match the stereo 
pair as closely as possible. For the best 
musical results, surrounds should be as per 
the front left and right channels, but if space 
or funds don't permit, smaller designs can be 
used quite effectively.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that will 
suit you, try to listen to a good variety to 
hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance tends 
to vary the most, but is less important than 
more subtle factors such as timing and 
dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears not 
your eyes - great-looking speakers aren't 
necessarily great sounding.

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

Q&A

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
ANDSURROUNDCHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience, where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.
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200 307

370 294

750 292

845 283

750 310

293849

450 299

AVI Neutron IV 499 260

B&W DM303 180 226

B&WCM1 500 279

B&W 683 899 304

B&W 705 900 253

DALI Ikon 6 899 271

DALi Ikon 7 275999

DALi Monitor 1 1,000 296

775 299

399 273

349 269

449 265

369 307

Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 288

Heco Celan 300 595 301

JBL Studio L880 700 275

KEF i03 284280

KEF i09 800 273

Mission elan e34 400 298

Monopulse 42A 995 271

Monitor Audio BR2 200 294

Monitor Audio BR5 400 293

Monitor Audio GS10 800 284

Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 276

PMC DB1i 825 310

UPT0£1.000

SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the 
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 wans plus A 50 wans plus A- I 00 wans plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass 
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

; COMMENTS

Epos M12.2

Focal Chorus 706V

; I Aurousal A1

- Advance Acoustic UM20

Single-driver system is coloured but wonderfully coherent and very effective at communicating emotions

A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-allbalance won't suit all 

Chunky looking and liuvely sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end

Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3

Acoustic Energy Aelite 3

Acoustic Energy AE1 Classic

Amphion Ion L

ATC SCM11

A return to form for Mission with a pacey, vibrant sound matched to good looks

Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained

Good looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence

Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold sounding, good value and an easy electrical load

More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. Quality stereo design which lake's up little room and is easy to drive

Bold, dynamic sound marks i out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms

Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator with fine warmth and sweet treble

Dynaudio OM 2/10

Epos ELS 303

Epos M5

• _ HI-FI CHOICEHili’ favourite @BESTBUY(ffi] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO SPEAKERS

HI FID DICE
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Tannoy
Mercury F4 £3 50
Tannoy's Mercury speakers have a long 
history of 'quality' sound at low prices, 
and the latest range is no exception - this 
floorstanderisthoroughly engaging.

DALi
I kon 6 £899
Complete with a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capable floorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and truly engrossing sound.

B&W
8O5S £1,600
A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6LE £4,000 
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

Stereo speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT

Classy styling and finish, with solid build and fine overall balance when sited close to a wall

Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight

Wood-veneered all-rounder has exceptional neutrality with deep smooth bass

Sharply priced classic replica has a beautifully balanced midband, wide dynamic range and little boxiness 

Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence and a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment in test room 

A very fine little speaker that's at its best with good, natural recordings where it adds little and reveals much

Luxury miniature has neutral, laid back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics

A fine all-round performer with high-class drivers at a very realistic price

Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering

Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound

Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 

Beautiful miniature with advanced drivers sounds marvellously coherent with fine vocal expression

Unfashionably bulky standmount has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is delicate and well mannered 

Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 

Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority

A true classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 

Advanced drivers deliver a smooth, even, overall balance with healthy dynamic expression and tension

Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother

Does tone colour, dynamics and detail with aplomb and communicates superbly in its +2dB mode. Sensitive, too 

Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 

Shapely, vinyl-covered stand mount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 

Shapely and solid floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity

Ol 

i b 
" 
<

: 
EA

SE O
F D

RIV
E

1 
FLO

O
RSTA

N
D

ER

BA
SS FR

O
M (H

Z)

/- s> ...A

18,30,21 A 43

20,90.5,24 • A 24

20,103,39 • A 22

18Ol5,25.5 A- 45

16^6^ A 40

21,38,25 A- 55

20.5,36,27 A 40

15,27,21 A- 65

30,33,23 A 23

16.5,28,28 A- 40

20,99,34 P 20

22,42,29 A 35

19,100,33 e i a 37

20,114,34 » A+ 22

16,32,24 A 40

27.5,45,35 A 22

18,85,20 • A- 28

18,33,21 A- 40

20,37,25 A- 40

22,39,25 A 30

28,W7.5 • i A+ 20

23,36.33 A+ 40

22,99,37 © A 25

22,37,33 A+ 40

22,94,33 • | A 25

35,96,34
• 1A+

48

26,110,25 • A+ 28

18.5,35,25 A- 30

17, 85,25 © J A- 36

20, 36, 27 A- 40

90, 18,27 • A 33

15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30

ONSR^MH
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 1? Ed
I s m 5

D PMCTB2 + 795 Classy transmission line stand-mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 275

D ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 267

D Q Acoustics 1010 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,195 A 48 286

D Q Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 195,97.5,30 A+ 28 284

D Ouadral Pico 849 Could be more muscular, but neutral and open with spacious imaging and little coloration 19,34,26 A- 30 292

D Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 269

□ Russ Andrews SP-1 399 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, most importantly, great fun 192,315,248 A+ 65 309

□ Spendor S3/5R 725 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, but lovely smooth neutrality and good bass extension 16.5,305,190 P 25 310

D Tannoy Mercury F4 350 Floorstander has an engrossing sound with good dynamics and a warm, restrained output 20.5,97,29 » A+ 24 294

D Tannoy Revolution DC6 800 Pretty compact standmount likes wall loading, delivering a lively even bass and smooth coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 307

D Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20,108,34 A 20 288

D Whartedale Diamond 9.1 180 Superior shape and finish at an exceptionally sharp price. Sound is laid back, but free from boxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 307

D Whartedale Opus2-M1 1 ,OOO Elegant mid to compact three way, a new direction in recent years for Whartedale 23,51,36 A- 42 302

ABIBOVE £1.00
D A2T Meso 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 A+ 40 281

D Amphion Prio 520 1,600 Gorgeous styling and a lively sound with good voice band integrity and a sweet top end
16,104,22?®

A 40 302

D ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 ® A 28 275

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever, adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 24.537,31.5 A 26 288

D ATC SCM16A 2,203 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Good value, including built-in amps, and fuss-free 27,45,33 ACT 42 300

D ATCSCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22,44,31.5 A- 54 285

D Audio Physic Spark 3 1 ,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has delighttully neutral balance and surprising bass weight 15,98,22 , • A+ 27 271

D AVI ADM9 1,000 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic, and they give good iPod, too 20,30,26 ACT 60 301

D AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 • A 50 280

(il B&W 8020 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 A <20 267

D B&W 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 271

D Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 205,98,29.5 ® A- <20 281

D Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,399 The W cone treatment makes some of the qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive 99.8,282,375,® A+ 39 308

D Focal Chorus 826 V 1,250 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up. 28,104,37.5 A 45 287

D Focal Chorus 836V 1,549 Bulky, sharply priced three-way could be prettier. Has good bass with genuine grip, but top could be sweeter 28,115,38 7® A 28 290

(il Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 A- 25 276

□ Free FS1 3,000 An elegant active design for anyone after the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 1 • ACT 35 301

Gamut Phi5 2,550 Lovely and discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • P 20 305

(il Jama Reference R909 7,500 Top model (in a class of one) is open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 48,127,54 A- 25 280

(il KEF Reference Model W 3,500 Very classy but costly three-way stand-mount with much improved Uni-0; could be more transparent 25,42,41 A 30 298

Kudos Cardea C1 1,450 A very pretty compact standmount with a delighttully subtle and delicate sound quality 20,35,27 A 40 304

D Kudos Gardea C30 5,250 An absolute honey that fully justifies its hefty pricetag, lacking only a little dynamic tension 20,112,27 • G 22 310

(il MartinLogan Source 1,599 Careful install needed, but capable of remarkable transparency at an extremely competitive price 24,120,37 • A 42 303

D Monopulse 42A 1,495 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics, and superb voice coherence, but untidy treble 26,110,25 • A 25 302

D Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range
27,110,25j"®

A- <20 281

MidRange 
Audio 
077515 18404
info@midrangeaudio.co.uk 

midrangeaudio.co.uk

Used by leading broadcasting organisations such as the BBC, Carlton 
Television and artists such as Pink Floyd, Mark Knopfler and The Rolling 
Stones, ATC speakers come with a first user lifetime warranty for the 
Premium Range and a six year warranty for all other products.

If you want refined and enjoyable replay of 
music at home look no further than the award 
winning ATC range of speakers and amplifiers.

• SCM range • Tower range • Amplifiers •

Ex-Demo Offers - Prices include a 6 year warranty 
SCMll -£675 | SCM19-£1,275 I SCM40-£1,700

mailto:info@midrangeaudio.co.uk
midrangeaudio.co.uk
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[il MonitorAudio PL300 5,000 Completely new level of sophistication from a brand best known for mainstream, cost effective designs 41,111,47 e A- 28 301

(291 IMordaunt-S^ort Pert 6 LE 4,000 Striking moulded enclosure minimises «doration, while overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 A 22 308

D Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 A 25 • 267

D Neat Momentum 3i 1,745 &unds a lot bgger than it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • 302

[il Opera Callas 2,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer 23x37.5x34 B 32 • 311

D Opera Seconda 1,295 Classy cabinetwork plus beautifully judged neutrality with crisp, clean and deep bass 24,1025,31.5 • A- 20 e 297

0 PMC Wafer 2 1,650 Clever 'hang-on-wall’ speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33.5,57.5,10 A+ 45 285
O PMC FB1i 1,950 A floorstander that boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end 20x100x30 • G 20 ■ i 311

o PMCGBIi 1,275 Pretty little floorstander has great class with fine delicacy and sweet detalilng 15.5,87,23.4 e A 30 306

0 PMC OB1i 3,200 This floorstander delivers a smooth overall balance with wide bandwidth and dynamic range 20<1025X325 A 20 • 311

[il Quad ESL 2805 4,500 Uniquely wonderful natural realism, exceptional imaging, coherence and low level detailing 70,107,38.5 A- 45 294

D Rega R7 1,498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agilty with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 • A 25 • 271

□ Rega R9 2,498 This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 A 25 • 271
[il Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well dlsclpllned srund 22,105,39 a A 20 • 256

[il Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 • « 274

D Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,000 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer and richer 20,100,25 • A 22 • 290

D Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 A 22 e 259

[il Sonus Faber Cremona Audit 2,690 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass... this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' (stands £575 extra) 20,35,37 A 50 • 305

[il Sonus FaberGrand Piano D. 2,498 The Grand Piano Domus has a fabulous physical appearance and delivers a clean, refined sound 21,106,31 A- 32 283
[il Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 • 240

D Tanney Glenair 10 2,999 With a 250mm dual concentric driver this is a generously proportioned, highly engaging speaker for a good price 36,00,35 • A+ 38 4 295

D Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 277

D Triangle Genese Quartet 1,895 Great material value and a solid all round sonic performance with great loudness potential 23,117,37 • A 25 302

D Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 A 22 277

@ Triangle Magellan Concerto 14,750 New 'sw2' version is less immediate than ts predecessor, but it's easier to live with and remains highly enertaining 0010045 A- 32 290

D Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 270
[il Vivid Audio 81 7,750 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 A- 40 261
[il Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 A 20 252
[il Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 254
[il Wharfedale Airedale Neo 9,000 Expansive yet relaxed sounding, the Neo is a coloured but surprisingly musical and enjoyable speaker 52,11545 A- 25 296

D Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted stand-mount with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 296

Our favourite □ BESTBUY [il EDITOR'S CHOICE

SUBWOOFERS SPECIFICATIONS

Bass speakers
g

BADGE?

D 
@

PRODUCT COMMENTS

EC

[il 
o 
o 
0

D

@

B&W PV1

B&WASW850

Eclipse TD725sw

MonitorAudioASW100

REL 305

REL Stampede

RELT1

REL Strata 5

REL Storm Ill

REL Storm 5

MartinLogan Dynamo 

Velodyne SPL-800R 

Wilson Benesch Torus

950

2,000

2,700

300

795
550

595

700

900

1,000

449

699

5,200

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation

For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well

Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV

Standard setter at the price: flexible, easily set up and packs quite a punch

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 

Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 

Refined, compact sub brings established MartinLogan virtues to a new price and size point

Powerful, highly rnnfigurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging

Amp and sub package built like a sophisticated pile driver, with deep, state of the art performance

29,34,35

53,56,52

52,47,50

500

100

20

18

500 40

259

246

287

32,32,34 120 27 225

32, 36, 34

28,40,29

36,40,420

32,46,33

42,62,33

34,52,37

2935,32

300

100

300

150

150

200
00

262733 100

25 284

18 257

25

18

18

15

25

28

45,33,45 100 10

291

257

225

267

301

286

290

ESSG53I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers. 
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
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Hl worLo
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www.home-entertainment-show.co.uk
Admission £6 • children free (when accompanied by a paying adult) 
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Renaissance Hotel, Manchester _____
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HEADPHONES BUYER S BIBLE!IOS

HEADPHONES
For your ears only

Z'" Headphones come in several varieties 
( and some are designed for particular

—usage. The majority of 'cans' use 
dynamic cone and coil-type drive units and can be 
used with anything from a personal stereo to a 
dedicated amplifier. Other types also exist, most 
significantly electrostatics that use a charged panel 
membrane to produce a distinctly refined sound. 
These are supplied with their own dedicated 
amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are 
open and closed-back designs, the latter being

best for noisy (or noise sensitive) 
environments as they minimise leakage and 
intrusion. Open-back types tend to have a 
more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are 
also three variants of earpad design: 
circumaurals enclose the ear and press on 
your head, supra-aurals press on the ear and 
intra-aurals sit in the ear and are particularly 
popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not

quite as straightforward as it should be. 
Merely plugging them into the output on 
your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are 
very lucky. If you are planning on serious 
listening, invest in a dedicated amp - the 
increase in dynamics is not in the least bit 
subtle. A variety of models are made and 
prices start at around £80 for a QED, a little 
more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up 
the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [k] EDITOR'S CHOICE

HEADPHONES SPECIFICATIONS

gi
o 2

Stereo headphones
BADGE? PRODUCT

~ AKG K270 Studio
B 7AKG K1000

Audio Technica AIH-W1OOO

Beyerdynamic DT770

yt Beyerdynamic DT880

Denon AH-D2000

D Grado SR225

[il Grado GS1OOO

Sennheiser HD485

~ ( Sennheiser HD595

Sennheiser HD650

yt Sennheiser PXC450

Shure SE420

Shure E500PTH

Stax SR-001 Mk II

[il Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II

129

650

400

190

200

250

180

995

65

150

300

299

240

420

239

349

COMMENTS

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Superbly comfortable and very revealing. Long listening sessions are a pleasure with new musical insights 

A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass

I informative, neutral and surprisingly close to good loudspeakers. Good for occasional and long-term listening alike 

Among the best closed-back headphones we've heard and very fne by any standards.

Tonally shows the way to Grado's amazing GS1OOO flagship, but detail and soundstage are not truly class-leading 

One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for

A great all-round headphone for occasional or even heavy use, refined in sound and comfortable, too 

Technology from upmarket H0650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that’s also extremely comfortable 

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 

Noise-cancelling model: as good as it gets for making the most of listening in planes, trains and automobiles 

Expensive and no replacement for top conventional 'phones, but streets ahead of most in-ears with real refinement 

Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead; high-quality stuff 

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity 

Luxury option at its piice, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way

E
?

•

•

è

5

270

270 
250^ 

290J®

230

244

304

287

205 * 300

350 «

200

250 ; «

220 I « 
270]« 

260 ; • 

240

15

20

280

205

309

300

288

296

266

252

302

295

285

268

295

E233a ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears 
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

Customer Helpline
0845 460 6006

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
TV Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker Stands

Stand & Deliver
The Home Of Audio Vsual rurniture

The UK's AV Furniture Superstore 
24 Hour Despatch

■ Stand & Deliver ■

I

0845 460 6006

www.standanddeliver.com

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com

Equipment Racks
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HhFICHOICEBUYER'S BIBLE STEREO SPEAKERS

Wires to hook your system together

CABLES co

Interconnects and speaker cables
COMMENTS

SPECIFICATIONS

BADGE? PRODUCT

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
( j interconnects and speaker cables. 
V---- '' Analogue interconnects come in 

preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by 
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+ ). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Toslink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

SP^^ ^CABLES PRICE PER METRE

El Atlas Oueslor 70 Very open and informative at high and mid frequencies, with slightly dry bass. Imaging particularly fine 295

D Audioquest Sidewinder 45 A lively and detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm. Slight added upper-bass warmth does little to detract 297

D Black Rhodium Prelude 80 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit a 293

El Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superb bass and excellently neutral and detailed midrange: treble generally sweet with occasional slight constriction • 299

[il Black Rhodium Concert 255 This OCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre.rich in detail, with low subjective noise 270

D Cambridge Azur Reference 50 Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble with no trace of dryness 296

D CClearererMo OQwlr-ke/IJpu 50 Sounding like something a good deal dearer, this cable offers near high-end detail and seems highly compatible too • 295

El Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass - at a price! 279

[il CrystalCable Piccolo 260 Thin cable, but tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some qualities of a solid core type generically - notably resolution, focus and articulation 294

□ l xos lxofca LX1 200 Notable for its relaxing sound, this cable still presents plenty of analytical detail • 283

El Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too © • 281

El Monster M 1000i 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere © 284

D Nordcst Wyrewizard Dream 95 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass • 303

D Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble • 281

El Profigold PGA3000 60 Not the ultimate for lovers of clinical precision, its character is engaging and detail and extension are good 299

El Supra EFF-1X 77 Lively-sounding cable which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality. Musically, a great all-rounder 306

El Townshend lsolda DCT100 99 Silky-smooth treble, with remarkably good detail too: midrange and bass also very fine 303

El van den Hui ntegration Hybrid 125 Bass is nothing remarkable, but mid and treble are outstandingly open and clear: veiy transparent 306

El Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outpertorm many cables at twice the price • 273

D Atlas Compass 50 Slight improvement in detail over giveaway cables, plus distinctly more tuneful bass and more open treble, make this fine value E 289

El Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble E 278

D Supra AnCo 80 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transport/DAG combination, even in a high-end context E 304

[il Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: good value and near-high-end pertormance E 279

D 
D 
D 
El
D 
□ 
El

El 
[il

ESTESI STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E- electrical, 0 - optical. 
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.

Atlas Hyper 1.5 10 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but its pertormance at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price • • 299

1 Atlas Ascent 2.0 55 A highly analytical cable, with more bass extension than at first appears and very fine detail across the board ® 294

Chord Silver Screen 14 Screened speaker cable with excellent treble, but just a little light in the bass at times 310

CrystalCable Piccolo 1,480 Tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some of the qualities of a solid core type generically-notably resolution, focus and articulation • e 302

Kimber 8PR 12 A cable that really enjoys the music, also admirable for the levels of analytical detail it allows through. Excellent value • 299

Monster MCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a toucli overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble • 280

Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament construction, low colouration, hi-res and suitable for exacting systems 278

OED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain 276

OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems • • 234

l Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical 287

Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 241

van den Hui The Bridge 6 Better bass than treble, with good detail though a touch of constriction at times 291

' Wireworld Solstice 52 45 Rather bulky and awkward, but pertormance amply justifies it with superb bass solidity • • 310

□
D
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Hl^FICHOICESTANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE
STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment racks and speaker stands

■
If you want to get the most from your source and amp 
components, it's important to consider good quality support. 
Dedicated equipment supports are racks and tables made

specifically to hold hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive 

effect on sound because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from 
ground-borne vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, 
if you own a pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standrnount' speakers, it's 
important to place them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports

i

BAOGE?

0

0

D

D

PROOUCT

Alphason A5-G 
Atacama Equinox 
Audiophile Base Std Supp't 
Custom Design Icon Signature 
Custom Design XL4 
Custom Design Icon 400 
Custom Design Inert Matt 
Custom Design Milan 
Milly Foculpods
Partington Minim 
Ouadraspire 04 Reference 
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 
RA Torlyte Platform 
Townshend VSSS

399
280
900
330
380
600
70

449
19.50
420
480
988
130

1,300

COMMENTS

Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 
Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept

Not cheap and quite bulky, but it's all worth it as sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free
Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail but is nicely lively
Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Scund contribution is minimal and largely harmless 
Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 
Isolation platform that can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit
Respect is due to any stand that looks this good with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 
A set of four isolation pads that are amazingly useful for damping vibration and improving sound

Adds its own character to the benefit of rock most particularly, but slightly to the detriment of acoustic sounds 
Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 
Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice
This unassuming platform can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound
The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

"' 
n 
§

80
81
57
75
65
75

57
2

78
51.5
68
8
76

SPECIFICATIONS

i
s:

s Sil 
œ 
I 

œ
::;!
S

z
i

SPEAKER STANDS
Speaker stands
BAOGE? PROOUCT

Anvil Sound Display Stand
Custom Design RS300

226
110

COMMENTS

A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise
An attractive stand whose lack coloration and ringing makes suits it to high resolution systems, at a tempting price

?5
§

50
56

[il
□

Custom Design S0402 100 More a range than a model, capable of fine results especially with Acoustic Steel top plates

Custom Design S0404 200 Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small
Partington Ansa 60 99 Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent
Partington Dreadnought BS 295 Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimer stands can offer

[il Partington Heavi II
__ Russ Andrews Torlyte

399 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies
299 Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too

62
61
62
62

53
60,50

66,46 
50,50

46,35
56,37 
60,42
57, 41 
40x25
48,39

5
45,37

49,39.5
54,49
48,36
35,50

5
4
3

4
5

Glass 247
Glass 217
MDF 302
Glass
Glass
Glass
Metal

286
293
263
311

4 Glass 302
Polymer 311

5 Glass
4 MDF
4 Torlyte 

; Torlyte

302
217
240
302

4 Glass 273

SPECIFICATIONS

£

?5
..

:n
£

20,17
16.5,18

18,16.5
18,16.3
18,15
17,23
31,22
15,21

293
281
299

4
4
5
6

283
232
309

■UIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single figures indicate a square platform.
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on {different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.
r77\?7~I , 7* ’. 7 L. 77 7 LT! HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM} Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates.
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand andlor lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.
SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY

MUSIC MATTERSHI-FI & HOME CINEMA
New ! 

1 Oa
w Open
Street

Stratford-Upon-Avon

01789
ire CV37 6EP 
414 533

We offer custom installation of complete 
systems integrating hi-fi, home cinema, multi­

room and lighting.
Home trials are available 

for many products.

Our extensive range of products includes 
• Arcam • Apollo • Anthony Gallo • Atacama 
• Atlas • Base • Bose available at 
SOLIHULL • Bowers & Wilkins
• Rega and Nautilus Diamond available at 
EDGBASTON« Chapter Audio • Chord 
Company • Chord Electronics • Cyrus 
• Denon • Dream Vision • Dynaudio
• Dynavector • Epos • Grado • Infocus
• KEF • Kreil • LAMM • Marantz • Meridian
• Michell • Mission • MJ Acoustics • Monitor 
Audio • Musical Fidelity • NAD • Naim
• Nordost • Ortofon • Panasonic • Pioneer
• PMC • Project • Pure • QED • Quad
• REL • Rotel • Sennheiser • Sim2
• SME • Sonus Faber • Tascam • Teac 
• Wharfedale • Wilson Benesch • Yamaha

OPEN TUES SAT 1O:OO 5:30 
LATE NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM AND 
SOLIHULL WEDNESDAY TIL 6.30PM 

Interest free credit on selected items • 0% APR 
Written details on request • Licensed credit broker

•EDGBASTON 
363 Hagley Road, 
Birmingnam B17 8DL 
0121 429 2811

•SOLIHULL 
93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 
West Midlands B92 8JL 
0121 742 0254

•STOURBRIDGE
9 Market Street.
West Midlands DY8 1AB 
01384 444 184
SUTTON COLDFIELD 
1 0 Boldmere Road, 
West Midlands B7d 5TD 
0121 354 2311
HATCH END 
344 Uxbridge Road. 
Pinner. Middlesex 
HA5 4HR 
020 8420 1925
DARLINGTON 
1 7 Coniscliffe Road 
County Durham DL3 7EE 
01325 481 418



■ Hl^FI CHOICETECHNICAL & DESCRIPTIVE TERMS BUYER'S BIBLE
GLOSSARY
TECHNICAL TERMS DESCRIPTIVE TERMS
S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 
channels. typically front leh and right. 
centre, surround left and right, and LFE 
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 
BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 
characteristic frequency balance resulting 
from emphasising parts of the audio 
range and/or de-emphasising others. 
BASS The lowest three octaves of the 
audio band - '!ow bass' refers to the 
bottom oaave (20^40Hz). 'mrd^bass' the 
middle oaave (40-BOHz) and 'upper 
bass' the top octave (B0-160Hz). 
BI-AMP (sometimes tri^amp). 
Loudspeakers equipped with separate 
access terminals to each drive unit can 
be driven by separate (matching) power 
amplifiers for each driver.
BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 
Loudspeakers with separate access 
terminals to each drive unit can be 
driven by separate cable runs between 
the amp and each driver.
CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 
erased, though discs that have not been 
completely filled can have tracks added 
until the disc is finalised.
CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 
incompatible with older CD players.
CLASS A The operation of an 
amplifying stage or device in which 
current always flows, as opposed to 
Class B, where some of the devices are 
effectively turned off some of the time. 
Class A tends to have the advantage of 
offering lower distortion, while Class B 
tends to generate Jess heat.
CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 
in Class A for the first fraction of a watt 
and Class B thereaher.
CLIPPING An amplifier's output 
waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 
advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 
available to sustain ever-increasing 
power levels. Distortion increases 
dramatically at this point.
CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is 
used to generate a timing reference 
signal. Used to synchronise the data 
being taken from a disc.
CROSSOVER A simple electrical 
network which divides the full 
bandwidth signal received from the 
power amplifier, apportioning 
appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 
various drive units.
DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 
radio using frequencies in the 
217.S-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 
varying degrees of compression and offer 
a broad range of programming. 
DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter. 
The stage in any digital component at 
which incoming digital data is used to 
reconstruct a recognisable analogue 
(music) waveform.
DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 
audio format that typically contains five or 
more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX 
where side and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 
to OD that 'steers' information to the 
front UR, centre and mono surround 
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 
which converts electrical energy into 
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 
format used for SACD offers a frequency 
response of over 1OOkHz and a dynamic 
range over 120dB. It has over four times 
the data capacity of CD.
DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 
circuit that handles the decoding of digital 
audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it 
separates the left from right and front 
from rear, while managing the various 
bass options.
DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 
to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4:1 
compression ratio that. ostensibly, 
promises higher quality.
DVD^AUDIO High-resolution variant on 
DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 
and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 
compatible with standard DVD players. 
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 
connection that uses an electrical cable 
rather than optical. Includes the balanced 
('AES/EBU') interface.
FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 
audio, both analogue and digital. These 
are ohen very sophisticated in design, and 
in total they probably have rather more to 
do with the 'personality' of CD player 
sound than most other factors.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 
frequencies, from low to high, which a 
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 
complex electrical load that a 
loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 
driving it.
JITTER An insidious distortion specific to 
digital audio caused by imprecision in the 
cock, used to regulate the conversion of 
data into analogue audio.
KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 
rate measurement system used primarily 
with highy compressed formats such as 
MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount the 
better the quality.
LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 
source component (except phono 
cartridges) gives an output in the region of 
V2V referred to as 'line level'. It follows 
that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 
or 'tape' are designed for this input level 
and are thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 
of reducing the number of data bits 
(density) without corrupting the original 
description of the musical signal.
LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 
data density by recourse to a complex 
psycho-acoustical model that predicts 
what is, and what is not, 'audible' within a 
sequence of music.
MIDRANGE The middle three or so 
odaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 
approximate frequency span from 
160Hz up to 3kHz.
MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 
format for digital audio that drastically 
reduces data content in order to squeeze 
music through internet connedions or 
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 
hard disc.
OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 
resistance to alternating current a source 
with low output impedance (below 100 
ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 
most amplifiers, even with long 
interconnect cab!es.
PCM (pulse code modulation) The 
digital coding system for analogue 
waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 
is limited by the oversample and bit rates 
used - CD is 44. lkHzl16-bit while 
DVD-A is capable of 192kHzl24Thit.
PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 
audio band at the point where midrange 
and treble meet.
QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 
distortion or noise resulting from errors in 
the description of the musical signal by 
the digital code.
SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 
1999 and is a Sony/Philips lormat based 
on DSD coding that offers high resolution 
stereo and multichannel sound from 
hybrid discs that can also be played on 
ordinary CD drives.
SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 
musical waveform is sliced up into 
discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44.1kHz or 
once every 0.023msec. DVD will also 
suppon 4BkHz and 96kHz.
SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 
a speaker generates for a specific voltage 
input. Expressed in decibels per wan (dB/ 
W), measured 1m from the speaker. 
THX Standards system for home cinema 
set-ups which includes amplifier power 
and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 
latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 
stringent than THX Select.
TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 
Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 
transmission system it invented for 
consumer applications.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 
types of power semiconductor used in 
solid state amplifier output stages.
TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 
the audio band, ie above 3kHz.
TWEETER Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 
crossovers split the signal into two or 
three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 
can have more than two drive units.
WATTS (per channel) The watt is the unit 
of electrical power and the WPC 
rating is the maximum average 
undistorted power that an amp can 
deliver to a typical speaker. However, 
speaker sensitivity variations can make 
more difference than amplifier output. 
WOOFER Bass driver.

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 
sonic character.
AMBIENCE The impression of an 
acoustical space, such as the 
performing hall in which a recording 
was made.
ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 
ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 
and instruments and the interactions 
between them.
ATTACK The leading edge of a note 
and the ability of a system to reproduce 
the attack transients in music.
BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 
the degree to which one asped of the 
sonic spectrum is emphasised above 
the rest. Also channel balance, the 
relative level of the left and right stereo 
channels.
BODY Fullness of sound, with 
particular emphasis on upper bass. 
Opposite of thin.
BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 
with audible cabinet resonances.
BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 
upper midrange/lower treble.
DARK A tonal balance that tilts 
downwards with increasing frequency. 
Opposite of bright.
DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 
follows the attack.
DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 
of a component to reveal the subtle 
information that is fundamental to high 
fidelity sound.
DEPTH (of image) The perception of 
music being reproduced behind the 
loudspeakers and inhabiting a 
reproduction of the acoustic space of 
the original recording.
DETAIL The most delicate elements of 
the original sound and those which are 
the first to disappear with lesser 
equipment.
DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 
which usually comes across as 
fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 
reverberation as produced by a damped 
environment.
DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 
and wide dynamic range. Related to 
perceived speed as well as contrasts in 
volume both large and small.
EUPHONIC An appealing form of 
distortion that generally enhances 
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 
the harmonic elaborations of some 
valve amps.
FAST Good reproduction of rapid 
transients which increase the sense of 
realism and 'snap'.
FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 
image projection.
FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 
aggressive sound, a sense of the image 
being projected in front of the speakers 
and of music being forced upon the 
listener.
GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound 
which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 
sturdiness in the bass.
GRUNT See grip.
HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 
aggressive sound with a metallic 
tinge.
HARSH Grating, abrasive.
IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 
voice or instrument is in a particular 
place in the room.
JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 
energy and life.
LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 
sounds in a recording.
MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 
cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 
the sound.
NATURALNESS Realism.
OPAQUE Unclear. lacking 
transparency.
OPEN Sound which has height and 
'air', relates to clean upper midrange 
and treble.
PACE Often associated with rhythm, 
a strong sense of timing and beat. 
PRESENCE A sense of an 
instrument or voice occupying a 
place in the listening room.
PRESENCE RANGE The upper 
midrange.
SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 
rather than hear.
SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 
sound, often heard on radio.
SNAP A system with good speed 
and transient response can deliver 
the immediacy or 'snap' of live 
instruments.
SPEED A fast system with good 
pace gives the impression of being 
right on the money in its timing. 
STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 
sound.
THICK A lack of articulation and 
clarity in the bass.
THIN Bass light.
TIMBRE The tonal character of an 
instrument.
TIMING A sense of precision in 
tempo. See speed and pace.
TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 
percussive sound. Good transient 
response makes the sound as a 
whole more live and realistic.
TRANSPARENCY.TRANSPARENT 
A hear-through quality that is akin to 
clarity and reveals all aspects of 
detail.
TWEAK To tune a system or 
component in an attempt to get the 
best performance from it.
TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 
this process.
VEILED Loss of detail due to limited 
transparency.
WARM A fullness in the lower 
midrange/upper bass.
WEIGHT A sense of substance and 
underpinning produced by deep, 
controlled bass.
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High End Cable
^^w.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880 
Free P&P worldwide on all interconnects

Argento Audio 
Analysis Plus 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecoase 
Furutach 
Hovland 
Nordost 
MIT 
Oehlbach 
Purist Audio Design 
Stereovox
Townshend
True Colour Industries 
van den Hui 
^rewlzard 
lsoTek

GableSpike 
STAX

The Rock V Turntable
Universal speaker cradles

Seated Hi-Fi equipment

Accessories
Acoustic resonators
Bel Canto
Leema Acoustics
STAX Headphones 
Echo Busters
Moving Coil
Lyra-Ortofon-Sumiko

Component cables Digital Cables 
HDMI
Optical Gables 
S video 
SCART 
Firewire 
XLR cables 
Sub woofer cables 
Chord iPod cables 
Nordost iPod cables 
DIN cables
Chord cables for Nairn 
Mains & Power cables 
Jumpers 
Up to 25% Trade in

|vqkpos71

QUdrjnce
New AU24e

TOwnsmkno Auoio

ECOSSE

IsroTek

0 OSHL6ACH'

PROSSER IES

Previously owned cables. Reference cables include free Bum In.

WORKSHOP NOTES 4: FORMAT FIST FIGHTS **** new esoteric CD/SACD IN STOCK *****

Unlike in AV where format wars leads to one victor and one loser, audiophiles 
are happy with mixed formats. CD, SACD, Vinyl, FM .. the more the merrier 
provided that it lasts and sounds good. This makes sense as great music does not 
always appear on every new format. True, SACD failed to replace CD, but has a 
lot to offer discerning audiophiles (it is faster, more organic and truer to the 
source). SACDs are dual layer, so buying a CD/SACD player can make musical 
and financial sense, except if downloads & servers are going trash everything in 
sight. But history suggests that they won't. We'll pick'n'mix as usual....

So while music servers may well be the next big thing in audio, they will not 
replace the original and CDs will always sound better on a good CD player 
rather than the ripped copy. So if your current CD player is more than, say, five 
years old take advantage of the rapidly improving sound of CDs from modem 
players, and look into whether SACD is a format that you could benefit from.

G

G

"Hi-Fi Choice readers are passionate 
about hi-fi, with a strong preference 
for independent dealers and they 
want to know about the nuts and 

bolts of hi-fi technology."
Hi-Fi Choice Readership Survey 

May 2008

HI-FICHOICE
PASSION FOR SOUND 

'S A

A new CD/SACD player, the X-05 (below left £3500) and a new 
CD/SACD transport P-05 (above) and DAC D-05 (£8500 for both) set 
new standards at their price points. Both on dem - call us to hear them....

COME TO AUDIO WORKSHOP...we offer
* Large purpose built sound-proofed and room-treated 
studio where you hear the equipment not the room.
* Home trial, exchange scheme, delivery and set-up.
* Competitive pricing, part exchange and free cabling 
means you can afford the equipment you want.
* Ex-dem and used equipment - see our website for list.
* Free parking, two minutes walk from Norwich station, 
brilliant coffee & gossip what else do you need?
* Call Julian Musgrave on 01603 618520 and let's talk.

S l PRINCE Of WALES ROAD. NORWICH. NR 1 1 BG. 01603 618520. www.audioworkshopnorwich.co.uk
ABBEY ROAD. ADVANCED ACOUSTICS. ATC. AVID TURNTABLES. AUDIO PHYSIC. AUDIO WORKSHOP. BEL CANTO. BENCHMARK. OYNAVECTOR. EAR/YOSHINO. ESOTERJC. GOLDRING. GRADO. KRELL. MARTIN 

LOGAN. MISSING LINK. SIM AUDIO/MOON. OPERA. ORIGIN LIVE. NAD. NAD MASTERS. QED. SME. SONUS FABER. SOUND STYLE. SUMIKO. THORENS. TRIANGLE. VERTEX AQ. VELODYNE & MORE

w.highendcable.co.uk
http://www.audioworkshopnorwich.co.uk


Heatherdale
eaudio limited

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BNl 4 OEJ Web: hifi-stereo.comE-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com Telephone: 0l 903 872288 Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

---------- •----------
Speakers
Acoustic Zen surround system, new (£7845) only
B&W ASW 4000 sub woofer
B&W DM1800 speakers with stands
B&W DM640 floor standers
Quad 21 L speakers, floor standers 
New Acoustic Zen Adajio speakers 
New Alamarro M3 speakers 
Hales Transcendence 5 speakers

I Mordaunt Short MS5-40 speakers
Acoustic Zen Adagio Junior speakers + stands, new 
Acoustic Zen Adagio centre speaker + stand
Mission 753 speakers
Ruark Templars, boxed
Tanney Westminster Royal SE (New version, ex demo)

Pre-Amps
Audio Note M8 pre-amp with phone/remote
Wavac PR-Tl 3 box pre amp as new. (£23500)
Proceed PAV pre-amp
Gryphon Allegro Sonata Mint/Boxed (£9000)
Cambridge Audio Azur 640P-8 MM/MC phone stage Mint

Amplifiers
Almarro A50125A integrated amp (NEW)
Wavac MD- 805M monos (£16500) AS NEW only 
Goldmund SRM-250 monos (£6590) new
Kora triode 1 OOSB mono power amps (pair)
Bel Canto EVO 2 power amp
Roksan Caspian mono blocks superb/boxed
Yamaha DSP-E800 processor/3 eh amp
Audio Note Zero pre-amp with monoblocks (ex demo) 
Cambridge Audio Azur 840 A-B XD integrated amp Mint 
Denon AVR-3802 surround eceiver

CD Players & DACs
Audio Note DAC IX mint/boxed
Tri CD Player balance outputs, (NEW, made in Japan)
Denon DVD A-1 1, DVD/DvD audio/SACD player mint/boxed £695
Esoteric x-03 SE (NEW)
Goldmund Eidos 18 CD/SACD player (£3195) NEW
Cambridge Audio Azur 840 C-B CD player Mint 
Mark Levinson ML 390S. Case marked hence only

Miscellaneous

lsoclean Power 50A 111 US power block/filter, new 
Technics ST-61 OL tuner
Sony ST-SE570 tuner
Winds electronic stylus gauge
Cambridge Audio Azur 640T V2 FM/DAB tuner Mint

£5875 
£795 
£195 
£295 
£350

£3125 
£2695 
£2895

£99 
£2500 
£1625 

£349 
£245 
POA

£7995
£10750

£495
£3500

£45

£3140 
£7950 
£4995 
£3495 
£1295 
£1295

£175 
£795 
£395 
£395

£395
£1495

POA 
£2495 

£495 
£2395

£850
£65
£60

£425
£95

Selection NEW Madrigal CZ gel balanced interconnect@ discount

Turntables and associated gear 
Dynavector 507 Mk. 2 arm (new)

Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Villetri speakers, SME, 
Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

ITEM DESCRIPTION SALE NEW

Kondo KSL M77 preamplifier. Immaculate condition. Boxed with certificate. £15k --
B&W DM2 loudspeakers.1970's.Good working order. £100
Linn Kairn Pre-amplifier c. 15 years old with remote control, box, manual.. £400
Linn Karik CD player c. 15 years old with remote control, box, manual. £300 -
Michell Gyro. Smoked perspex lid/ bronze. Approx 9 years old. Particularly nice cond. £600
Horning Agathon Gold loudspeakers with Lowther PM4 Alnico drivers. Natural Oak. £3000 c. £7500

KSL-Kondo Gakuon 211 mono amplifiers. (Yr. 2000). Big, ocean liner of an amplifier.

Masculine and pout-inducing. £21k £65000

KSL-Kondo Ml OO DAC. Predecessor of KSL-DAC. Add a CEC transport 

and heaven is yours. £7000
Western Electric Gotham type 39 mono amplifiers. SO watts of300B in Class A.

Beefcake with manners. £4000 £10000

Audio Innovations series 300 MKll integrated amplifier. 12 watt Class A ECL86 

with phono. Nice with Lowther drivers. £300 --
Pure Sound CD player, valve output stage, ex-demonstrator, as new. £500 £900

Art Audio Quintet. Shiny EL34 Class A' integrated. As new, ex-dem. £2000 £3850

Art Audio Concerto integrated.Shiny triode 6550 integrated. Beefy sound.As new. £3000 £4400

Sugden CD 21 Just serviced by Sugden. Excellent condition. £500 £1100

Pioneer Precision F504 RDS tuner. Beautiful sound for the Radio 3 addict. £300 --
Teac P700 transport. Bit scruffy but will do the job. Give-away at this price. £200 --
SJS Arcadia model 1 pre amplifier.AN Japan manque. Hard wired purist line pre-amp.

Lots of serviceable quality, not much outlay. £500 -
SJS Arcadia model 2 pre amplifier.As above but built in full copper chassis.

Copper sub chassis. Hard wired with silver, Cerafine reservoir caps.

Panasonic volume pot.Sophisticated and luxurious sound. Rare bird. £1000

Croft Epoch preamplifier. Hard wired, inc' phono stage. Excellent sound. £800 —^—
Border Patrol 3008 SE 4 weeks use - as new. £3000 £5750

Audio Innovations P2 phone stage with Border Patrol upgrade.Sought after £900 -
pre-amp with big reputation.

Lavardin PE Reference line pre-amplifier -1 lady driver - as new. £1000 £2400

Finite Elemente Pagode Master Reference turntable wall shelf. Brand new, boxed. £600 £1400

Magnum Dynalab MDl 0 surround sound decoder. £1000 £2400

Mactone 6550 Integrated amplifier. Ex dem. £2000 £6500

Avid Diva TIT with Rega fitting kit.SME mount as standard.

£1200+£60 for Rega arm kit April 2007. Hardly any use. £600 £1260

ART Stilleto 6 Maple. Boxed. Excellent condition. £800 £2000

Martin Logan Aerius i with Oak sides. Lovely condition, boxed.Give-away. £1000 £3500

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
www.definitiveaudio.co.uk

£1995

stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com
mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.definitiveaudio.co.uk
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audio
Thfo just • sampling of our 

products.
Check out our website for the 

full product rmnge.

Finistone
Amplifiers, DAC with use port, 
Haadphone Amps, Phono Amps. 
Amazing quality for tha price1

Audiophysic 
Known for 

outstanding imaging 
Suave slim lines with 
great musical ability.

Zing^li
Zingall speakars will 
challenge whatever 
speakers you have. 

These horns are special.

Triangle
From budget to hi end 
these speakers sound 

very accomplished. 
Beautifully designed 

and finished.

Em^ll: lnfoOmudloboffrco.uk 
w^w.^udlobofof.co.uk 

Tel: 020 8177 4095

Synergiatic Re^^rch
Can anything get better?

Full range performance without the 
slightest hint of harshness.

The synergistic prme 
really works.

Bel C^nto
Well r^ecognised for their baautlful 
sound and •• Blue Moon testifies • 
a Hi and product well above their 

tag.
CD2 and Ref 100 are real stars!

MSB
A genuine way to make 

HI end better!
These amplifiers, Dees and 

transports are reference quality.

Graaf amps need no Introduction. 
Wonderful performers acrou the 

board-a very open sound. 
Graaf and Zlngali 

•a stunning combination.

Pathos
Beautiful looks, taduiTh) sound, 

beautiful hr'Sh
The Pathos is cliii!

Award Winning Retailers...kers Hi-Fi
Meridian
MicheH

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists
M. J
Monit
Mordaunt-S
NAD J

Nordost
Origin Live
Ortofon '
Pathos
Picketing 
Primare
Pro-Ac
Project
QUAD
Roksan
Shanling 
SME

• Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
• Widest choice in the area • Independent advice
• Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
• Over 35yrs experience • Qualified staff
• Comfortable dem rooms • Superb showrooms
• Main road location • Major car parks nearby
• Insurance estimates • Service Dept.
► Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
► Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status
► Delivery & installation
• Part Exchange
► Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
► Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

Stands Unique®
Sugden 
Tannoy 
TEAC

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ
T richord
Unison Rest
Van Den Hui
Wharfedale

Tel: 01904 629659
www. Vickers-Hi Fi. co. u k

Yamaha
& Lots more... in high fidelity iound reproduction - lince 1961

lnfoOmudloboffrco.uk
udlobofof.co.uk
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Is this your problem? Here’s your answer
loud too loud way too loud

It's a common problem The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible. The noise floor may be audible, 
too. There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to cure"- 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive equipmt 

£39/pair - post free

"this accessory 
is heartily 

recommended' 
Gramophone

01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

Front End Problems?
co11ac1:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn ' t have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

• Specializing in bespoke 
solutions from the worlds 
leading manufacturers 
to suit your lifestyle and 
budget.

•Visit our new showroom 
to experience the ultimate 
in hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi room

Tel.01872 273 215 
www.audio-cinema.co.uk 
16-17 Lemon Street, 
Truro, TR1 2LS

audio cinema

Synergy AV
audio visual solutions01260 280017

12a West Street 
Congleton Cheshire

www.synergyav.co.uk

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.anatogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Transform all your CD's today, and download in studio quality!
Playing your favourite music with the new Linn Majik DS players will produce, 
emotion, and true depth without the brashness delivered by the medium 
and nature of the CD disc. In fact even the worst sounding discs will sound 
a mile better then on any CD player. Book a demonstration at the Sound Gallery 
today and to hear just how good music can sound.

Scared of new technology?
Relax, as we are perfectly trained to install and maintain all the Linn DS products, 
leaving the customer free to enjoy their music collection in a whole new way.

©www.soundgallery.co.uk
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks 
01494 531682
Stockists for Linn Products Nairn Audio Bowers and Wiikins, Arcam, Spendor, Usher 
Rega. Meridian, Fatman, Velodyne, Denon and Focal to name just a few...

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

Your Hi Fi Separates are redundant!
AYl's Active ADM9.ls are a complete Hi Fi system in two speakers.

They comprise of a remote controlled, three input preamplifier
(2 x 24/96 Optical digital and one analogue) 4th order electronic 

crossovers and two high speed, linear, bipolar amps (250 & 75 Watts) 
in a pair of 6.5" Two-Way Loudspeakers measuring 30 x 25 x 25 ems. 

And there is a professional quality 10" Sub that takes you below 30Hz 
if you need it.

ADM9s can be connected to any digital source (PS3 included) 
to produce a better sound than is possible from passive systems 

costing many times their price.
You save money and space and you get a better sound. ADM9.ls are 
the future and provide the most cost effective upgrade imaginable.

Price £1125 per pair.

www.avihifi.com

http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.anatogueseduction.net
%25c2%25a9www.soundgallery.co.uk
http://www.avihifi.com
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RE.Vax
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

R..VOX
SERVICE

IAN HARRISON HIFI
Tel: 01283 702875

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

Hh E A A I IE C H N O L OG V IL- X M ITE ID 
TTL House, SheeptickjEnd. Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF 
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

MICHELL ORBE..........................................................EPOA
MICHELL ORBE SE..................................................EPOA
MICHELL GYRO SE................................................. .EPOA
OENON DL 304...........................................................£175
AUDIO TECHNICA ATHW 50......... £599
AUDIO TECHNICA ATHW 100........................£320
AUDIO TECHNICA AT OC9ML2........................£225
DENON AHO 2000.....................................................£215
TRANSFIGURATION PHOENIX...................... £1100
TRICHORD DINO MK2........................................... £279
TOM EVANS GROOVE PLUS...........................£50

All goods are brand new and fully guaranteed. 
Goods are not supplied on approval. Fre UK delivery 

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison 
7 Mill Hiii, Re—, Derby DE66 6GQ, UK 

Tel: 01283 70702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

To advertise here 

please call Ben 

Keightley on 

020 7042 4252

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 

Specialists020 7924 2040
Email: oranges. Irin oust/ sirgin.net 

61 Webbs Road, Battersea, SU I I 6RX 

www.oandlhifi.co.uk J 
CEWA

Distributor Of I ligh Quality Audio Producís
high fidelity engineering 

since 1974

Tel: 0845 300 90 56 info@rochesterhi-fi.co.uk www.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk
www.hifichoice.co.uk

sirgin.net
http://www.oandlhifi.co.uk
mailto:info@rochesterhi-fi.co.uk
http://www.rochesterhi-fi.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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SIMPLY THE BEST

The Old Coach House, Off South Street, Ashby-de-la Zouch. LE65 1 BQ

T: 01530414128 M: 07976 571875
www.zouchaudio.co.uk email: mike@zouchaudio.co.uk

AYON, AUDIA, BLACK RHODIUM, BOULDER, CHORD ELECTRONICS, DALi, EDGAR, FATMAN, GRAHAM SLEE, ISOTEK, MISSION, MARANTZ, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NORDOST, PRO-JECT, QUAD, ROKSAN, TOM EVANS, VITUS, WHARFEDALE,

To advertise here, please 

call Ben Keightley on 

0207 042 4262 

or email ben.keightley@ 

futurenet.co.uk

ma^antz^
PREMIUM

Sound Hi Fi
USHER

because music matters

Usher, Marantz, Avid Diva, Audio Technica OC9, Acoustic Solid, Black Rhodium,
Usher Class A Avid & other turntablesTownshend Rock V, Graham Slee, Hadcock, Clearaudio, 78rpm reproduction

Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web ^^w.SoundHiFi.com

Rock Solid Sound Systems
Vivid Audio 
Audiostone 

Electrocompaniet 
Astintrew 

dCS 
VTL

Verity Audio 
True Colours Industries

Lumley 
LSA Audio 

Coda 
Edgar 

Ascendo 
Ayon 

Hovland 
Furutech 

Music Tools 
Copulare

Shop Now Open...
Ph. 01903 530005 M. 07950 274224

www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk

introducing Rega to

Suffolk

ate

creek

arcam

dynavector

isoblue

kudos

lexicon

lyngdorf

ortofon

>rega research
sim2

stax

sumiko

trichord

! pswich
w w w si

(01473) 655171
gnals u r com

http://www.zouchaudio.co.uk
mailto:mike@zouchaudio.co.uk
futurenet.co.uk
w.SoundHiFi.com
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
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AUDIO IMAGES ACOUSTICA LTD

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE

ACTON GATE AUDIO

SOUND CINERGY WM

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire OX1O OEG

ALTERNATIVE AUDIO
Brampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

01984 624242
www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey, KT1 4DA.
S 020 8943 3530

www.infidelity.co.uk

AUDIO AND CINEMANorfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS
a 0870 458 4438
B www.audio-cinema.co.uk

a 01743 236055
® www.creative-audio.co.uk

MIKE MANNING AUDIO110 Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE

AUDIOBOFFS338 Shenley Road, BorehamwoodHerts WD 1TP
a 020 8177 4095
© www.audioboffs.co.uk

01935 479361
www.mikemanningaudio.com

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL 
a 01858 432999
© www.divineaudio.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston
Norfolk NR9 40D
E' 01362 820800
© www.basicallysound.co.uk

MIKE MANNING AUDIO
54 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset
TA1 JUD
a 01823 326688
© www.mikemanningaudio.com

GRAHAMS HI-FICanonbury Yard, 190a New North Road,London N1
a 020 7226 5500
© www.grahams.co.uk

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR
E' 0115 9786919
© www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

E' 01491 839305
© www.audioimages-hifi.com

4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
Clwyd LL13 7PB
a 01978 364500
© www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

DOUG BRADY HI-FI
Kingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU
E' 01925 828009
\;[: www.dougbradyhifi.com

37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West MidlandsWS9 8NL
a 01922 457 926
© www.soundcinergy.co.uk

128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk
NR321HB
a 01502 582853
© www.audioimages-hifi.com

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 
CW12 3JB
a 01260 280017
© www.synergyav.co.uk

17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire
CH2 3NH
a 01244 344227
» www.acoustica.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE SW56 High Street, Saltford, BristolBS31 3EJ
a 01225 874728 
© www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp

CREATIVE AUDIO WM9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1EN

- ■. -7/Zó
SE - South East, GL - Greater London, 
SW - South West, E - East, EM - East 
Midlands, WM - West Midlands, 
NW - North West, W - Wales.

HI-FICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact
Ben Keightley +44 (0) 20 7042 4262

bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk

I AUDIO COUNSEL NW
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SKS 1AL
a 0161 491 6090
© www.audio-counsel.co.uk
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Feature [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer

2nd-hand shootout
Turn up the volume with our rundown on recommended speakers for £2,000

F
I -

Right: Tannoy's 
ever-reliable 
Dimension TD10

to the ravages of time and the flckleness of 
fashion they're all available for half that. 
Speakers generally make for the safest second

i ve years ago, this quartet of 
floorstanders would have cost from 
E4,000 to £5,000 per pair. Now, thanks

hand bet and these four are, at worst, probably 
only a quarter way through their working lives.

The first option is the Living Voice OBX-R2. 
This compact ftoorstander was a follow on 
from the original OBX-R. It was launched in 
late 2003 and is still a current line. The main 
upgrade involved the crossover and many 
owners of the original have since upgraded to 
R2 spec. If you're unsure whether or not the 
model is an R or R2 then Living Voice will 
happily give you the information.

Throughout its life the OBX-R2 has been 
continually upgraded with detail changes to 
the crossover, cabinet and drive units. The most 
significant change came in early 2007, when 
new woofers were introduced. Such models 
can be identified by a serial number above 
1400. Living Voice told us that, although 
mechanically faultless, the real wood veneer 
can show signs of distress from careless 
owners. Sun can unevenly fade the cabinet, 
while veneer lifted by watered plant pots is not 
unheard of! And even though all speakers are 
finished in real wood, it's particularly worth 
searching out a set finished in ebony, 
rosewood, burr oak, cherry or satin walnut.
All five finishes were 
premium veneers and added 
significantly to the cost of a 
new pair of OBX-R2s. 
Second-hand, of course, the 
price premium is next to 
nothing. With conventional 
drive units, the cost of 
replacements is the most 
affordable here. Just fll7.50 
will pay for a replacement 
woofer - fitted. With a 
sensitivity of 94dB these are 
sensitive speakers and ideal 
for use with valve amps.

Launched in time for the 
new Millennium, the f5,000 
Tannoy Dimension TDlO 
was the most expensive

Right: OBX-R2 Ebony speakers 
from Living Voice 

speaker here. Although now eight years old, 
Tannoy told us that the model has remained 
unaltered throughout its life. This makes 
buying second-hand easy as there's no specific 
version to avoid or favour. In the best Tannoy 
tradition, the TDlO features a Dual Concentric 
unit with the treble positioned within the 
throat of the woofer. Added to this is a super 
tweeter that gives a wonderful top end 
extension. Like the others here the TD 10 is 
inherently reliable, however with the cost of a 
new Dual Concentric driver coming in at £263, 
it's worth making absolutely certain that these 
are in perfect condition. Tanney also told us 
that the standard five-year guarantee is not 
transferable and buying second-hand was very 
much at the purchaser's risk. But the TD10 is a 
very sturdy speaker and, with our budget, a five 
year-old pair should be within easy reach and 
possibly from a dealer with a limited guarantee. 
Like the OBX-R2s, these are efficient speakers 
and work well with valve ampliflcation.

"Sun can fade the cabinet, while veneer lifted 
by watered plant pots is not unheard of!"

The Acoustic Energy AE3MKII has had no 
official modifications over its five year life and 
is still a current model. Famed for their use of 
aluminium drive units the AE3MKll uses no 

fewer than four per cabinet. 
A traditional woofer and 
tweeter are married to twin, 
side-mounted woofers. This 
makes the AE3MKll a proper 
3-way speaker, but also a 
very expensive one to 
maintain should you have a 
big 'accident' with the 
volume control. Interestingly, 
although the woofer looks 
similar to the one in the AEl 
MKlll, its cone is actually 
33% thinner and slightly 
larger in diameter, making it 
more efficient. As with the 
TDlO, the replacement cost 
of one of these is not cheap; 
at least £250 is required for 
a new one. Should one of 
the four woofers go they're 

rather more 
reasonable at 
£120 each. 
With regards to 
the finish, the 
majority are 
finished in a 
deep gloss black 
lacquer. Whilst this looks very 
smart it is susceptible to scratching, and 
we've seen some very tatty examples of both 
this and the similar looking AEl MKlll. Check 
for dented, broken or missing woofer grills.

Our final speaker is the KEF Reference 205. 
Of the four this is the only model that's now 
discontinued, although the 205/2 (launched 
in 2007) model doesn't differ vastly from the 
original. Of all the speakers here, it's the one 
that will probably take the most driving.

With it now having been superseded, we 
found an 18 month old pair for just £l,750 - 
excellent value for a £4,000 speaker of that 
age. Incidentally, the main difference 
between the 205 and 205/2 was a rethink 
with regards to the high frequency units. The 
205 has separate Uni-Q and super tweeters 
whereas the newer version combines them in 
one. This does give the newer version a 
simpler crossover and more cohesive treble, 
but fans of the original 205 will know there 
was never much wrong with its high-end 
performance in the first place. As with the AE, 
all those drive units could become expensive 
if abused, but in normal use the Reference 
205 is extremely robust. The wood veneer is 
hard wearing, but watch for that vulnerable 
super tweeter.

Choose any of these and you're guaranteed 
an excellent speaker. The best bargain is 
undoubtedly the KEF but for all-round 
musicality we'd say the Living Voice just pips 
the others. Buy with confidence 1 HFC

Dominic Todd 
Next month, £3,000 turntables
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AMAZING OFFERll 
ARCAM AVA 350 

Down from £ 1200 
to just £599 !!!

Black or silver, 
collect, or mail order 

to your door.

Don't delay, don't 
miss out - stocks are 
moving very quickly

and... we still have some 
SERIOUS CYRUS SPECIAL OFFERS! 

Call today, whilst stock lasts...

.......... P.J.hi-fi
The only realhi-fi shop in Guilford

Guildford's only REAL Hifi and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GUl 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801 and 01483 304756

www.pjhifi.co.uk email:info@pjhifi.co.uk.
II............................. 1 t's hl fi for fun 's soke........ II

http://www.pjhifi.co.uk
mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk
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Welcome to hifisound - its a 
whole new audio experience..

Castlegate Mill Quayside Stockton on Tees, TSI 8 1BZ 0845 6019390
Avid, EAR, Kudos, Martin Logan, Michell, Monitor Audio, Naim, Pathos, Roksan, SME, Sugden, Unison Research, Usher and lots more

Buying New? Call us 
BEFORE you p/x!

Analogue
Ariston ROSO, ex condition 99
Acos Lustre, nicely engineerd jap arm 149
Alphason Opal arm, excellent 149
AA Legend, Linn Basik LVX 149
AVID Acutus, ex demo as new in Chrome Call
Cartridgeman, Music Maker Classic, plenty of life left 499 
Clearaudio Evolution with parallel tracking arm 999
Clearaudio Master Solution c/w MTQI Reference Parallel arm 

Call
Clearaudio Performance, c/w arm & cartridge ex dem, superb!

299
Clearaudio Smart Double Matrix, rare as ... 699
Clearaudio Goldfinger • minimal use - a steal at 2799
Creek OBH phono stages Call
Garrard 301, SME3009, Behrens Plinth 799
Heybrock TT2 c/w Linn Basik LVX 229
Linn LP12, lttok LVl 1 and Sumiko BPS really pretty example 

899
Linn LP12, Lingo 2, Akita 2 in cherry, Cirkus etc 1599
Linn LPl 2, Cirkus, Lingo, reasonable 899
Linn LP12, lttok LV11 and KtB, excellent 799
Michell Gyrodec SE Call
Michell Syncro, RB250, excellent 299
Mission 774 original arm 149
NAO (Rega Planar 2), RB250 119
Project RPM 4 , excellent boxed 199
Rega P3, in Rega green, boxed 279
Roksan TMSl .5, and OSU, SME cut, boxed 1799
Aoksan TMS2, c/w Reference p/s 3499
Aoksan Xerxes 20/XPS7 as new, ex demo 1699
SME 3009, series 2 and 3, excellent from 149
SME Model 20/2A, nr mint ex demo Call
Systemdek llX900, offboard p/s, acrylic platter and RB250 

379
Systemdek II (biscuit tin), ADC arm, vgc 249
Technics SL1210 mk2, various from 199
Townshend Elite Rock, Excalibur arm, Martin p/s, plinth & lid 

749
Accessories/Cables
Chord • various cables. call for details Call
Chord - Signature RCA and Digital available Call
Nairn Hicap, late olive 499
Nordost, various ex demo Call
Van den Hui - various ex demo Call
Van den Hui - various ex demo Call

Amplifiers
Accuphase E212, mint boxed 1199
Accuphase P450, very large power amp, ex boxed 1749 
Arcam P75, great power amp 225
Audio Analogue Maestro Reference 150w monster Integrated 

1199
Audio Analogue Primo, mini size integrated 299
Audio Innovations Series 700 integrated, excellent boxed 499 
Audio Research SPt 1mk2, inc phono stage fantastic 2249 
:□::: :::::rch S;W: inc^no stage ex boxed 12SS
Audio Research VS55, excellent 1399
Audiolab BOOOA, vgc in black 179
AVI Lab Series Integrated with phono ex demo 1399
Bryston 4BST Power amp, excellent in black 1199
Cairn 4808NF Integrated with posh roe remote 599
Conrad Johnson PV1 5, excellent boxed 1599
Conrad Johnson PV7, vgc boxed bargain 399
Cyrus Smartpower & Smartpower plus, from 279
Cyrus XVS Preamp, nr mint boxed 399
Krell KSA80, excellent, still a stuuning power amplifier 1199 
Krell KAV400xi, excellent boxed 1749
Linn LK100, excellent boxed 249
Linn Majik Integrated 299
Linn Kolector ex boxed 329
Linn Wakonda, nr mint boxed, phone boards 299
Marantz PM7200, boxed 249
Meridian 501 preamptifier, excellent boxed 329
Meridian 551 Integrated, excellent boxed 349
Michell Alecto Mk 2 Monoblocks, superb, due in 849 
Musical Fidelity A3.2Cr Preamplifier, excellent boxed 349
NAIM NAIT Si/2, as new boxed 549
NAIM 42.5, Chrome, boxed, phonoboards, vgc 119
NAIM NAP140, Olive, boxed 299
NAIM NAIT 5, original upgradeable version, ex boxed 399 
NAIM NAG 282, NAPSC, excellent, boxed 1949
NAIM XPS, ex boxed 1499
NAIM NAC112, current style preamp 349
Pathos Classic One Mk2, ex demo 899
Pathos Cinema X, mint boxed Call
Pathos lnpol 2, mint boxed Call
Pathos Logos, ex demo nr mint boxed Call
Quad 44 Preamp, 405 Power amps NOW from 99
Quad 33/303, vgc for year fully serviced 199
Quad 9gt909, excellent boxed 999

Digital
Audiolab SOOOCOM, original vgc 299
AVI Lab Series, mint boxed used bargain 799
Cairn Fog v2. absolute steal, was £1250 ex demo 499 
Chord Blu Dual Data, ex demo 3999
Chord DAC64, used, mint boxed in black latest spec 1599 
Consonance Droplet, ex dem bargain - WOW! REDUCED!!!

1299
Cyrus DACXP, nr mint boxed in silver 1249
Cyrus DACX, nr mint in brushed black 599
OCS, Elgar DAC and Purcell Upsampler, boxed original 
versions Offers
Esoteric UX3, ex demo vgc, BARGAIN! 2999
Esoteric X03SE, ex demo nr mint 3899
Krell CD DSP Top loader, very stylish sweet sounding player 

999
Linn Karik, v late version ex boxed 499
Linn Numerik, v late version 499
Marantz C063se Kl Signature excellent 199
Meridian 563 OAC 349
Meridian 203 OAC, excellent 199
Meridian G91 DAB, good order c/w remote, boxed 2749 
Musical Fidelity A306CA CO, excellent, remote, box 799 
Musical Fidelity XAAY v3 CD, excellent, remote 399
Musical Fidelity XOAC v3, excellent 249
Musical Fidelity X10 v3, excellent 149
Musical Fidelity Trivista 21 DAC, ex boxed 699
NAIM CDX2, ex demo 699
NVA 'The Transparent Statement' • just amazing - crated, 
vgc 1749
Pathos Endorphin, crated ex demo unit 2999
Roksan Atessa transport 399
Rega Saturn, excellent boxed 749
Slim Devices Transporter, mint boxed 4 months old 999 
Sugden CD player, excellent, remote Call
TEAC VAOS10, good condition, boxed remote 399
Technics SLPt200, excellent, domestic use only 249
Wadia 302, as new, ex demo, warranty, boxed, 
remote etc 2499

Radio/Recorders
Linn Kudos, excellent 299
Meridian 204. excellent 249
Nakamichi DR2 ex boxed 149
Pure 702ES, excellent multiband tuner 149
Quad FM3 and FM4, excellent from 99
TEAC TR610 FM tuner 49

Loudspeakers
Acoustic Energy Aelite 3, sealed boxes 399
Acoustic Energy AE1 mk3, Piano black with matching stands 

1299
ATC SCM7, nr mint boxed in cherry 349
Audiovector M3 Sig, active crossovers, new £4k+, amazing 
Offers
Audio Pro Bravo FX04 in piano black, bargain Offers
AVI Neutron IV, excellent ex demo units boxed in cherry 349 
AVI ADM9 one box digital audio system, in gloss white Call 
Castle Harlech, excellent boxed in yew 399
Castle Howard S2, Mahogany 599
Oynaudio 52SE, maple excellent boxed 499
Kudos Audio Gardea C2, superb HFW favourite 
floorstander 1199
Kudos Audio Gardea C20, ex review HFW S^ floorstander1999 
Magneplanar 2.SA, fabulous panels with ribbon tweeters 599 
Martin Logan Ascent, cherry detailing, excellent 1599 
Martin Logan Summit, ex demo slight mark, save over £1000

Call
Meridian DSP5000, excellent 1199
Mission 752, fair, boxed 199
Monitor Audio BA2, black, ex demo, good order, boxed 145 
Monitor Audio RS1 in Natural Oak, nr mint boxed ex demo299 
Monitor Audio RS8 in Rosenut ex demo 549
Mon:!or :ud:o GS1O, mint ::demo, BARGAIN Call
Mordaunt Short MS100 excellent boxed 79
Peak Consult Princess & Stands, ex boxed 2499
Quad ESL989, excellent boxed BARGAIN! 1999
Revolver RW16, brand new last pr 249
Revolver Music 5, brand new cancelled order Call
Rogers LS3/5a, c/w matching AB1 subs, all boxed, 
in ebony! 1499
Ruark Equinox, excellent in black 699
Spender S3/5e, in ebony vgc 499
Spender S5e, in maple nr mint boxed 749
Tanney DC2000, vgc black 199
TDL RTL2 fun little ftoorstander, good order 79
Usher Audio Dancer CP6571, the most beautiful speaker 
ever? 2999

SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS
AVI Lab Series Amp c/w phone, CD Player and pair Neutron 
N Call
Consonance Ping, superb one box system Call
Quad 99 Pre and 909 Power c/w 989 ESL speakers Call 
Aoksan Caspian Full system with FAS floorstanders Call 
Shanling MC30, cute little mini system Call
TEAC CAH257i in silver - Brand New • 
less than half price 159

Monday to Saturday 10 til 5, tel 0845 6019390 or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk


tyohnsf

CHOICE
ON SALE 18/9/08

COMING 
SOON,..



THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your phone number and county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email to: hificlassifieds@futurenet.co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 
2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

FOR SALE
ARCAM DV137 DVD-Audio/ video player. Excellent condition, (E1,300) £500 ono. 07772 333874 (Warks).
ARCAM FMJ CD23 CD player, good condition, £400. A32 integrated amplifier (very slight mark to front) E350. T21 AM/ FM tuner, good condition, E150. 01626 368003 (Devon).
AUDIO RESEARCH VT200 with box, £2,000. Krell SACD 5.2 Standard, remote, manual and box, £2,000. Krell KSL and KST, offers. Quad ESL 989, including boxes £2,000. 07789 002614 (Sussex).
BLACK RHODIUM phono interconnects. Brand new, never used. 'Prelude' 0.5m, (£70) £45 plus £3 p&p. 01527 861014 (Worcs).
CASTLE HARLECH S2 speakers in maple finish. Absolutely pristine, spikes, packaging etc. Perfect condition (£1,000) £500. Collect (MS, 
JS), 01527 861014 (Wares) 
CHORD DSC 900 DAC, silver, boxed, perfect condition, (E1,900) E700. Teac Tl CD transport, VRDS mechanism, boxed including Stereovox HDXC digital cable, very good condition, £300. 01925 766200 (Cheshire).

CONRADJOHNSONPVlOApreamp, MV55 power amp (superb), new valves in pre, new set supplied for power, all boxed, manuals etc, £995, or PVlOA £450, MV55 £600. 01706 345418 mail@rodtheobald.force9 co.uk (Lanes).
CREEK CD 50 MK 1 CD player.Immaculate condition, 10 hours use. Offered with Russ Andrews DV 30 digital cable and PowerKord, £200 plus ElO p&p, or collect. Bargain. 01527 861014 (Worcs).
CYRUS CD7Q/ PSX-R, boxed, manuals, £550. Rotel RB991 power amp, boxed, £375.01977 609839 (W Yorks).
CYRUS CDSX/ PSX-R, CYRUS 8 integrated amp. All manuals, remotes and boxes. £600 no offers. Buyer collects, will demo. 07900 024524 day/01483 892955 weekend (Surrey).
EPOS ES22 speakers in light cherry, superb condition and performance, virtually as new with original packaging, spikes and user manual, £475. 07963 232638 sjross99@msn.com (Herts).
GAMUT DI 150 integrated amplifier, as new, manual and box, etc. £3,450 ono.07814 717249 (Cornwall).

GARRARD 301 turntable, with Origin Live-upgraded Rega arm and Goldring 1042 cartridge, £700. ATC integrated amp, £1,600. 01422 340639 or mchalep@yahoo.co.uk 
(W Yorks)
LEEMA STREAM CD player and Leema Pulse amplifier. Boxed and like new condition. Complete with remote controls, manuals and original packaging. Three year warranty card,£1,600. 07796 226641 or email robdh@keme.co.uk (Leics).
LINN GENKI CD player, grey case, excellent condition with Linn interconnects and original packaging, £395 ono. Nairn NAP 250 power amplifier, olive case in original packaging, excellent condition with Russ Andrews PowerKord, but no interconnects, £650 ono. 01142 507866 (Sheffield) 
LINN LP12 (1996), Basik LXV, Elektra (new}, serviced and reset £449. 07891 700542 or 01352 714568 (Flintshire). 
MANA 5-TIER rack, £350. Nairn Aro tonearm, £300. Linn LP12 with Mantra power supply, £300. Nairn NAT 01, £400. 07831 745391 (Berks).

MARANTZ SR 8001 AV receiver, HDMI, (fl,200) £395. Marantz DV6001 DVD/SACD player, black, £195. Sony XA 1200ES SACD player. All as brand new with Marantz/ Sony dealer warranty invoices. 020 8951 3178 (Middx) 
MARIGO LABS 3-D Stabilizer, Stealth Mat Series 2, for CD and DVD, latest version, as new, £35 including shipping. 01268 415017 (Essex).
MIRAGE M-1 SI front loudspeakers, El,300. M-7si rears, £400. MC-si centre, £300. BBSS-210 subwoofer, £700. LFX-3 crossover, £200. Classe 150 and Threshold S300 amps. Two processors. 01344 841455 or 07774 493493 (Surrey).
MONITOR AUDIO BR5 floorstander speakers, factory- sealed in original box in sumptuous walnut wood veneer. Delivery in Edinburgh or surrounding area, £290 or picked up for £280. 07646 74717 or miller.andy@gmail.com (Edinburgh).
MOON 1-3 amplifier £900, Totem Hawk Loudspeakers £1,500. Both mint condition and only six months old. Cost nearly £4,000 new. Will include

Above: Leema Stream CD and Pulse amplifier

BUYING TIPSBuying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand-new product if the price is rightDo some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as wel I as the goods 1
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FOR SALE

Linn Karik 3 for breathtaking system at £2,550. 01738 629467 (Perthshire).
MORDAUNT-SHORT PAGEANTII speakers, 1981, classic silver- wired, with stands, E 120.Pioneer PDS801 CD player, E130. Both mint, will accept E200 for both. Can demonstrate 07700 431963 (Cheshire).
MUSICAL FIDELITY MVTand P170 pre/power amplifiers, with power supply, £349 ono. Celestion SL600 speakers, £299. All boxed, excellent condition. Carnival Silver Plus cables, 2.8m bi-wire pair, £79. 01984 640588 (Somerset)
MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA3D CD player, in mint condition and owned from new, boxed with manuals, controls, £l,250. 01303 863424 (Kent)
MYRYAD MA240 power amplifier, boxed and in perfect condition, £400. 07736 280018 or e-mail davidp. warren@ntlworld.com (N Yorks). 
NAIM 112 preamp, £299.Atacama R724 speaker stands, £79. All boxed. Chord Carnival+ speaker cables 2.8m, bi-wired, factory terminated, f69pr. Nairn NAC04 speaker cables, 3m, offers. 01984 640588 (Somerset).
NAIM CDX2 with XPS2 power supply, immaculate condition, 15 months old, 21 months left on warranty, complete with boxes, manuals etc, E3,700. 01235 765986 (Oxon)
NAIM NAP250 power amp, old style, but recent full service and update by Nairn,
• — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — .

I HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us, please email hificlassifieds@futurenet.co.uk or alternatively, use the postal form below. Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly s also include your telephone number and home county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.। Name Advertisement

I Address___________________________________  _______________________________________

Daytime telephone   .
Date_____________________________________

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW.

£750. NAC72 preamp, with MM, MC and spare boards, £325. 01453 750183 evenings (Glos) 
NAIM SYSTEM NA CDX2 CD player, £1,450. NAC 282 preamp, £l,600. NAP 250-2 power amp, fl,300. Hi-Cap power supply, £500. Owned from new. In excellent condition and boxed. 01619 732583 (Manchester)
NORDOST SHIVA mains cable, £130, Nordost Pulsar Points (x4) aluminium, £35, Totem Beaks anti-resonance device, one pair, £50. All items mint with original boxes and packaging. 01792 464001 (S Wales)
PMC GBl floorstanding loudspeakers, cherry veneer, perfect condition, superb build and sound, room-friendly size, huge saving on new, (£l,145) £595. 01462 680262 (Herts).
PRIMARE 30.1 amplifier, excellent condition, boxed, instructions, £450.01255 675115 (Essex)
QUAD 306 power amp, Quad 34 control unit and Quad FM4 stereo tuner, £360 the lot. 0208 977 6433 (Surrey).
REGA APOLLO CD player, silver, mint condition, £375 ono. ATC SCM 10 excellent mini-monitor loudspeakers, walnut, £225. 01480 860075 (Cambs).
ROGERS LS3/ SA loudspeakers with matching stereo AB 1 subwoofer/stands (£1.200), £600. Vintage AKG C12A nuvistor microphone, variable polar diagram, perfect working order. 01315 516123 (Edinburgh).

ROKSAN CASPIAN five- channel power amp, excellent condition, £100. TAG Mclaren AVR 20 proccessor, centre channel indicator light faulty, but unit works fine, excellent Condition, £85. Buyer Collects 01909 731413 (Notts).
ROTH RA-05 amp, Rotel RCD-06 CD player, latest models, immaculate, boxed, E350. Half price 1 No offers. 01384 412234 (W Mids) 
PRO-JECT DEBUT Ill, E60. Celestion SL6 loudspeakers, E 130. Kenwood 3090 MiniDisc player, £60. Sugden C51 /P51 amplifiers, £250. Sony Pro Walkman, needs attention 01708 457691 (Essex).
SOWTER OUTPUT transformers, 2x 9593, 2x 9066t, 2x 9508, 1 x 9521 (mains) High spec, excellent bass extension, suitable for parallel push-pull amps. (07895) 197571 or email saselec2000@yahoo.co.uk (Cambs)
SPENDOR S6 loudspeakers, three years old, hardly used, boxed, E600ono. Nordost Blue Heaven interconnect, £40. 07854 160942 (Lanes).
SUGDEN A21AL Class A amp, excellent condition, factory serviced, original packing, £525. 01403 255153 richermail@aol.com (W. Sussex) 
SUMO ATHENA AND POLARIS pre and power amps, classic sound, 150 watts per channel, £900 pair. Meridian 200/203 CD transport and DAC, £500 pair. 07801 917291 (Berks)

TOWNSHEND OCT 100 interconnects, 2x 0.6m pairs, both XLR, £120 or £60 per pair. Ecosse Diva interconnect, 0.5m, single-ended (phono), £50. Chord Chameleon Silver Plus interconnect, 0.6m XLR, £60. Chord Chameleon Silver Plus interconnect, 1 m XLR, £75. Pair ofTownshend Isolda speaker cables, 2.Sm, £ 150. Chord Chameleon Silver Plus interconnect, 0.6m, phono to DIN connector (for Quad), £70. Nordost Heimdall interconnect, 0.6m XLR, £200 01872 870602 (Cornwall) 
TRANSPARENT OPUS MM XLR balanced inteconnect cables, £8,500. Transparent Musiclink PowerCable MM, £800. All boxed, like new. Quick sale, 07920 538813 (Kent).
UNISON RESEARCH hybrid valve system. Unico Secondo 120 watt integrated amplifier, Unico CD player, Unico R AM/FM/RDS tuner. Mint, with boxes, £2,500 (may split). Spare Quad 99, Primare CDI 10 remote controls, offers? 02380 738935 (Hants) 
UNISON RESEARCH Smart 845ET monoblocks (pair) £l,550. Avalon NP2 Evolution loudspeakers £l,200. Graaf WFB-One valve phono/line preamplifier £795. Moth RCM £50. 01923 219711 (Watford)
WANTED: Top-quality hi-fi separates and complete systems: Nairn, Linn, Cyrus, Meridian, Arcam etc. Fast, friendly response and willing to travel/pay cash. 07815 892458 (Essex) 
WILSON SYSTEM 8 floorstanding loudspeakers, obsidian black finish. UK purchased and installed. Immaculate condition and only 68 hours usage. Crates, manuals and all accessories. (£26,000) £ 16,500. Pictures on request. 01925 656990 or 07738 599051 for more info (Cheshire)
ZETA TONEARM, fitted with van den Hui tonearm cable, in great condition, £375. 07730 431380 (Berks).
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Name..................................................................................................................................  
Address ...............................................

Give this form (or a photocopy) to your local newsagent to guarantee your own copy of 
Hi-Fi Choice reaches you every month

Contact telephone no............................................................................................

TO the newsagent: Contact your ^agazi^e wholesaler to order Hi-fi Choice

Plus...
Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, not to mention the latest 
hi-fi news, views and features ... And much, much morel
BE SURE NOT TO MISS BRITAIN'S MOST RELIABLE GUIDE TO REAL Hl•FI
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WYREWIZARD (BY nordost) 
INTERCONNECT WORTH 
£95 WHEN YOU —1
SUBSCRIBE THIS MONTL

Plus...
® Sony SCD XA5400ES CD/SACD player ~   
® Cambridge Audio DACmagic digital to analogue convertor
® Pure Flow DAB/internet desktop radio
® Jadis Orchestra DIP valve amplifier
® Guru Audio QWlO loudspeaker

/
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Analogue Seduction (Peterborough) 
Audio Workshop (Norwich)
Brady’s HiFi (Warrington)
Oxford Audio Consultants (Oxford)
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0845 6019390

http://www.avidhifi.co.uk


We’re not trying to give the most. We’re trying to lose 
the least. That was John Bowers’ philosophy 40 years 

ago, and it lives on in our new 600 Series. Speakers that 

neither add to, nor take away from, the original sound. That 

requires world-class science - and extremely experienced 

ears. Because once we’ve selected exactly the right 

components, we begin the long, careful process of tuning. 

Listening and refining, over and over. Until the frequencies 

combine to conjure a sound so true, so alive, you want to 

reach out and touch it. Dr John Dibb, Senior Development 

Engineer and Fellow of the Society of Sound, on the new 

600 Series.

Visit the Society of Sound at www.bowers-wilkins.com

B&W Bowers&Wilkins
Listen and you’ll see

http://www.bowers-wilkins.com
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	Have you heard the new groundbreaking SE CD players from Cyrus yet?
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	Call these dealers for an obligation free demonstration or home trial.
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	the experts in home entertainment
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	OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS If you live outside the UK, please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices

	SEVENOAKS SUGGESTED HI-FI SYSTEMS

	SAVE £££s £1999
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	Stores nationwide - visit www.SSAV.com today!
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	Find out more - visit www.SSAV.com today!
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	IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR VIP CLUB FOR FREE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXCLUSIVE MEGA-BARGAINS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR DETAILS.
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	Is this your problem? Here’s your answer

	Front End Problems?



	The Cartridge Man

	It doesn ' t have to cost an arm and leg to get the best - listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.

	Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.

	Valve equipment re-build service available.

	- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

	020 8688 6565

	Website: www.thecartridgeman.com
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	audio visual solutions


	01260 280017

	12a West Street Congleton Cheshire

	www.synergyav.co.uk

	65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks 01494 531682

	Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

	Your Hi Fi Separates are redundant!
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	THE MANUFACTURERS' APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY
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	020 7924 2040

	Distributor Of I ligh Quality Audio Producís
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	Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web ^^w.SoundHiFi.com
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