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sonic substance, seductive style........

Here re it is in black and white. The first miniature speaker system with hggh-end sound for music and movies. 
Dome is available in 2.0, 2.1 and 5.1 packages to suit any application. Price range from £499 to £1499.
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DOME”

Satisfaction guaranteed........

www.focal-dome.co.uk

As with many things, when considering loudspeakers, bigger is often perceived to be 
better. However, provided you know what to do with it, speaker technology can allow a 
seemingly impossible level of performance to be achieved in a small - but perfectly 
formed - package.
Dome is the most compact speaker that Focal have ever produced, and no effort has 
been spared to ensure they have the sonic qualities to match their stunning aesthetics. 
Solid aluminium cases, deep gloss black or white finish, supreme 
versatility; Dome has style and genuine sonic substance, the ability 
to both confound and delight. Dome will amaze you as the first 
go-anywhere miniature speaker system to make every moment 
listening a true pleasure.

Size is not important. Make beautiful music.....

Focal UK 0845 660 2680 info@focal-uk.com

http://www.focal-dome.co.uk
mailto:info@focal-uk.com


Esoteric EDITOR S CHOICE

The new Esoteric range. Born of an 
obsession with perfect reproduction of the 
finest detail, these components are 
precision instruments, finely engineered 
and beautifully designed.

The new Esoteric range is, quite simply, 
peerless. Listen once and you’ll remember

www.teac.co.uk

For further information contact 
Symmetry on 01727 865488 or 
info@symmetry-systems.co.uk TEAC's re-designed VRDS-NEO clamping 

mechanism. a unique innovation precision 
machined from ultra-dense materials

it for ever.

The new range.
Serious hi-fi exclusively 
for the initiated

by TEAC

http://www.teac.co.uk
mailto:info@symmetry-systems.co.uk


WELCOME...

CHOICE J1W» 2N9ISSUE 315
Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW m +44 (0)20 7042 4000

Welcome to the first issue of 2009, even 
though it's likely you're reading your copy 
pre-Christmas! 2008 was a great year for hi-fi 
product, so judging our 2008 Awards issue 
was one of the toughest jobs we've had for 
quite a while, such was the standard of new 
kit turning up at HFC towers. And it was nice 
to see a few 'trends' coming back too, such as

standalone DACs and high-quality compact hi-fi components.
2009 looks likely to be a year of enhancing the systems we

already have and being more selective about future upgrades and 
this is where we come in. Let HFC show you how
to get the best from your system and guide you - V/xCUvT 
to the finest product with our unrivalled
comparative testing. Editor

WHY WE ARE 
N0.1 FOR HI-FI ...

Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 
most reliable, no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, reviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers who are the best audio j ournalists in the UK.

Our test regime is the most rigorous in the business and we are the 
only hi-fi magazine to offer 'blind' listening sessions, along with 
user-friendly laboratory tests in our six-way Ultimate Group Test.

That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...

The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

THE MOST RESPECTED 
NAMES IN HI-FI 
JOURNALISM^

PAUL MESSENGER
A former Hi-Fi Choice editor, Paul has 
been writing about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for more than 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of the world's 
most respected scribes and is 
undoubtedly the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

JIMMY HUGHES
With more than 40 years as an enthusiast 
under his belt, Jimmy is one of the 
country's best known hi-fi experts.
His knowledge of system matching, hi-fi 
tweaking and record collecting is 
unmatched in the industry.

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional musician, 
recording engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boot He 
has a knack for writing about complicated 
subjects in a readable way - and he only 
writes for Hi-Fi Choice.

MALCOLM STEWARD
Former editor of Hi-Fi Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the best known and 
most outspoken reviewers of the 1980s 
and 1990s. He currently edits hi-fi industry 
bible The British Audio Journal and also 
writes exclusively for Hi-Fi Choice.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been writing about his 
obsession for more than 25 years. In that 
time he has contributed his encyclopaedic 
knowledge to almost every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and several more 
besides). He is widely regarded as one of 
Britain's finest hiffi reviewers.

ALAN SIRCOM
'Gripper' began his journalistic career in 
the early 1990s. He brings his extensive 
hi-fi knowledge to Hi-Fi Choice in his role 
as Operations Editor and is always on 
hand to help with your questions and hi-fi 
related queries in our Ask Alan feature.JASON KENNEDY
Jason Kennedy was a former editor of 
Hi-Fi Choice and spent an incredible 17 
years on the title. Now a freelance hi-fi 
journalist with a system that'll blow your 
socks off, he remains a key player in 
keeping Hi-Fi Choice great

DOMINIC TODD
A highly experienced journalist, Dominic's 
sharp ears and retail experience are a 
valuable mix for Hi-Fi Choice. Each month, 
Dom dispenses priceless second-hand 
buying advice that will save you time, 
money and a lot of legwork.

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and 
advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and 
experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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THIS CHRISTMAS WORTH £90!
TURN TO P90 FOR DETAILS

THREE-GIFT 
SUBSCRIPTION 
MEGA DEAL

IscaTek



IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS

Arcam CD17/A3875 Cambridge Audio Azur 840C/840A V2

SOURCE COMPONENTS

7173

9698100103

Ultimate guide to high-performance hi-fi, gathering together all our favourite products for you. Your shortlist starts here...

MAINS ACCESSORIES £70-£18064 Silverman Labs Clarity 164 Supra Mains Block MD06-BS/SP

CD players DVD players Vinyl Radio tuners

NEWS AND FEATURES

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

BUYER'S BIBLE

ROUND-UP

January2009 [Issue 315]
Contents

9 PRODUCT NEWSAll the very latest hi-fi products
14 HAPPENINGS
HFC visits Yamaha's new HQ
16 DISPATCHESThe hi-fi commentators with clout
25 COMPETITIONWin a pair of PMC FBI i loudspeakers worth £1,950

26 CHOICE CUTSNew music on CD, SACD and audiophile vinyl rated by our industry experts
29 CHOICE MAILA selection of your letters and emails, good, bad and ugly
85 ASKALANYour hi-fi questions answered and your technical problems solved

34 Myryad Mi one-box hi-fi system 50 Thorens TD700 turntable38 Bowers & Wilkins 684 loudspeaker 54 Unison Research Unico CDE42 Roksan Kandy K2 CD player and CD playerintegrated amplifier 58 KEF iQ50 loudspeaker46 Pro-Ject USB Box USB DAC 62 ACS T2 ear-canal earphones

65 True Colours Industries Baby Constrictor65 Wireworld Aurora 52
CD PLAYERS AND AMPLIFIERS £1,200-£1,700Advance Acoustic MCD403/MAP305 II DA 757981

Marantz SA8003/PM8003Pioneer PD-D9/ A-A9Yamaha CD-S 1000/A-1000
AMPLIFIERS104 Stereo amps
LOUDSPEAKERS106 Stereo speakers111 Subwoofers
ANCILLARIES113 Headphones114 Cables115 Stands and supports

Ipre-loved gems
_______________________________________

READER SERVICESBuy or sell your hi-fi in our special second-hand section...124 2nd-hand shootout -this issue, Amplifiers around £1,000128 FREE Readers' classifieds
Our regular information service, including back issues, dealers guide, and the latest subscription offer 89 Back issues90 How to subscribe

116117123130
GlossaryDealer GuideDealer DirectoryWhat's coming up in the February issue on sale 8th January
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Directly from Germany

Great sound 
for Great Britain

The kind of sound your 
ears have yearned for:

TEUFEL PC SYSTEMS
Superior sound for game playing, 
MP3 players and PC use!

Test-winning speakers for home cine­
ma, H i fi & PC use at bargain prices - now 
available directly from Europe's leading 

direct selling speaker manufacturer

Motiv 2
2.1 set with three amps 
and high-end quality sound

£239

* Converted price -Internet 
orders calculated in Euros 
incl. VAT

www.teufel.euLautsprecher Teufel GmbH 
Buelowstrasse 66 • 10783 Berlin • Germany 
Hotline: +49 30-300 930 39 
service@teufel.eu The entire world of speaker technology 

for home theatre, multimedia and hi-fi systems

• Top quality - best-in-test

all across Europe
• Excellent service
• Not to be found in s h ops - 

only from Teufel direct
• Unbeatable value for money

TEUFEL INTEGRATED SYSTEMS
Reference quality in a complete set:
DVD player, AV receiver, 2 satellites and 
a subwoofer

Want excellent sound ... 
and can't afford the usual 

prices? Get Teufel speakers 
- now available in Great 
Britain!
www.teufel.eu

TEUFEL HOME CINEMA SETS
20 home cinema systems of all types and 
sizes with a total of over 100 test victories

TEUFEL THX SYSTEMS
Choose from a huge range ofTHX systems-
get the optimum sound for your
home theatre! '-red ied J : •

Teufel

http://www.teufel.eu
mailto:service@teufel.eu
http://www.teufel.eu
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® NEWS

LEEMA ACOUSTICS AGENA, ALTAIR 
AND PYXIS .::A trio of star-cross'd Leemas light up the high-end firmament

Fuelled by the success of its entry-level range, Leema Acoustics 
has returned its attention to the high end. Designed to match 

the company's top Antila 20-DAC CD player, the new Agena reference 
phono stage, Pyxis preamp and Altair mono power amp all follow

inputs are matched by a set of balanced and single-ended outputs for 
those daring enough to consider bi-amping and two sets of WBT speaker 
terminals make for easy bi-wiring.

Agena (or 13 Centauri) is in the southern constellation Centaurus, but in
Leema's spaced-out nomenclature; they are named after stellar objects.

Pyxis is a small constellation in the Southern Hemisphere and the 
preamp that bears the name handles single-ended, balanced and

Leema-land it's the new top phono stage from the company. With two 
fully adjustable sets of single-ended inputs and one optional balanced 
input, each with two separate head-shell settings, the Agena is capable of

computer audio inputs, has an optional built-in phono stage and 
sports 'non-intrusive, audiophile' bass and treble adjustment. It also 
uses the company's Leema Intelligent Protocol System to drive suitably 
equipped power amps at the best possible signal-to-noise ratio at any

storing cartridge loading information for up to six MM or MC cartridges. 
The Agena outputs to both balanced and single-ended analogue outputs, 
but also includes an analogue-to-digital converter and outputs to both 
USB and S/PDIF connections. This makes archiving your record collection

given volume level. to a PC - without sacrificing quality - a distinct possibility. The Agena
These would be amplifiers like the new Altair monoblocks. Named 

after the brightest star in the constellation Aquila (although the 'IV' 
suffix in the photo suggests it could also be named after the destination 
in 1950's cult sci-fi classic Forbidden Planet), the 45kg cube chucks out 
a whopping 550 watts per channel, with the promise of two kilowatt, 
100 amp peaks. The front panel of the Altair is festooned with LEDs for 
a power amp, with status indicators showing LIPS volume, start-up 
protection, overheat and fault diagnosis. The balanced or single-ended

also features a full display panel (useful when you can control a range of 
high and low-pass filters and monophonic modes) that can be put into 
'sleep' mode for claimed improved audio performance. This new phono 
stage sits one down from the company's five-grand Cygnus; where the 
Cygnus supports a range of legacy disc equalisation curves, the Agena 
handles RIAA alone.
Price £2,995 (Agena); £8,495 per channel (Altair); £3,995 (Pyxis) 
Due January s 01938 811900 • www.leema-acoustics.com
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^ECUPSE

Just for he 
pure performance.
The Eclipse TD5 l 0 speaker system has professional studio single driver 
technology to give you a faster, clearer and tighter wave of’sound. So it 
reaches your ear in near perfect rime, making your living spaee a better 
place for music. To learn more about Eclipse Time Domain technology, 
visit ^^w.eclipse-td.net.

WHAT HI FI?

*****
TD5IO March 2006

Eclipse UK +44 (0)20 7328 4499 www.edipse•td.net

I I Mi: DOMAIN AUDll l )Y\ t EM

TD510

CJ
FUJITSU TEN

td.net
ww.edipse%25e2%2580%25a2td.net
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NAD C326BEEANDT587A giant-killer amp and the first Blu-ray player from NAO

For three decades, NAO has had a reputation for being the giant 
killer in amplifier circles. Starting with the mighty 3020 in 1978, 

the company consistently made budget products that outperformed 
considerably more expensive products in sound quality terms.

NAD's new C3268EE - from its freshly minted budget-priced 'Classic 
Series' - looks to build on that giant-killing reputation. The 50-watt 
integrated stereo amplifier is the successor to the hugely popular 
C325BEE. Like its predecessor, the C326BEE has been designed by 
Bjorn Erik Edvardsen (hence the suffix) with the sole intention to create 
a "budget reference" product. With six inputs (including one mini-jack 
front panel connection for 'music players') and a tape loop, the remotely 
controllable C326BEE includes a front-panel tone defeat button to by­
pass the bass, treble and balance controls.

The NAO C325BEE also features Edvardsen's PowerDrive, BEE Clamp 
and Distortion Cancelling circuits, as well as NAD's legendary Soft 
Clipping system. All of which means the amp will likely sound more 
comfortable at higher gain levels than most budget solid-state 
amplifiers in its class. Suggested to be extremely eco-friendly, the NAO 
C325BEE is claimed to draw less than one watt in standby mode.

NAO Electronics has also announced its first-ever Blu-ray player, 
the T587. The Profile 2.0 player (that means it supports internet 
connections, but not - of course - Blu-ray-Audio Profile 3.0) 
includes HDMI vl.3 and Ethernet connections. The HDMI link allows 
both 1080p images and 7.1 channel linear PCM soundtracks to be 
sent to decoders and amplifiers, while the Ethernet hookup allows 
for BO-Live extended online content, if connected to an appropriately 
equipped router.

The T587 is also claimed to be fast loading, addressing a common 
criticism of current-generation Blu-ray players. An actual load-up 
figure has not been cited, but is said to take less than a minute to 
load. Acronym collectors can rejoice that as well as BO-ROM, 
BD-R and BD-RE formats, the T587 supports DVD (both PAL and 
NTSC), DVD-R/RW, DVD+R/RW, CD-R/RW and Audio CD. It also 
speaks BD Java, supports all the latest video and audio-video 
formats and even includes a USB port on the front panel for playing 
computer audio files.
Price« f275 (C326BEE); f850 [587) Due now m 01279 501111 

e r^m.nadelectronics.com
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Price €4,000 Due March 2009 a 0800 1380525 s www.bang-olufsen.com

BANG & OLUFSEN BEOSOUND 5
©Bang & Olufsen's new BeoSound 5 is a digital music storage and internet radio streaming device. It features a large (but not touch-sensitive) 

colour LCD screen next to a large multilayer, multi-function command dial. The unit features MOTS (‘more of the same') software that 
automatically generates playlists from the music stored on your hard drive. B&O likens the process to planting musical seeds, scanning the music 
itself for similar rhythms, syncopations, tones or harmonies.

The BeoSound 5 is designed to work with the BeoMaster 5 black box, which includes key circuitry, internet connectivity and up to 500GB of 
internal storage (ideally, also connecting to a PC to rip discs). It can also act as preamp for B&O's active loudspeaker systems.

PRIMARE DVDI10.*••.

®Primare's CDi 10 was the one-box system to beat. Now Primare has raised the game with the DVDi 10, a stereo DVD-playing one-box system that brings video to the party. The new system retains the elegant style, DAB/FM tuner and 75-watt Class D amplification of the CDi 10, but adds all the trappings of a modern video replay format. It shares a lot of technology from Primare's popular DVD26, including a modified Shinwa SHD-2503 CD/DVD drive and an Analog Devices video DAC. This means upscaling to 1080p through the HDMI connection ('legacy' Scart and component video are included too). The DVDilO includes a dedicated powered subwoofer channel and is claimed to be very control-chummy; talking to iPods and RS232.
Price £1,500 Due ear I y2009 • 01423 359054 • www.primare.net

EPDS ELS 8 !:•Epos Acoustics has announced the replacement to its budget ELS 3 loudspeaker. The new ELS 8 is a standmount Wio-way, claimed to deliver smooth, deep frequency response, thanks to its bigger cabinet. It features a shielded Epos-designed metal-dome W/eeter and a l50mm polypropylene mid bass unit with a 25mm voice coil. It also sports an injection-moulded grille that fits flush into the curved front baffle. The rear-ported MDF cabinet comes wrapped in a choice of maple or black.
Mce £250 per pair Dui now • 01442 260146 
• www.epos-acoustics.com
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ANGENTS Duo is a stylish £130 clock radio 
that sticks to mono FM radio (or an iPod 
through its mini-jack) for analogue alarm 
calls. Five finishes, retro .._
styling and furniture­
grade cabinet could __ 9*
make it sound as Wi

good as it looks.
S 01494 551551 O » '

STEINNWAY LYNGDDRF ..
lake one of the world's finest piano makers, mix in one of the most innovative digital audio designers on 

’C»/ the planet and the result is Steinway Lyngdorf. The company's new Model C Music System features a 
wholly digital solution from input to loudspeaker, using Lyngdorf's RoomPerfect digital room correction. It also 
features two floorstanding dipole speakers and boundary subwoofers. As befits the Steinway side of the 
enterprise, rich piano black and gold finish is standard, with 23 alternate finishes available.
Price E91,000 Due now m 0845 262 2882 • www.stemwa vlyn

SCIENCE & SONS
Phonofone II is a table-top 
unpowered ceramic acoustic horn 
loudspeaker for the Apple iPod. The 
iPod rests in a groove while the 
standard white Apple in-ear 
phones slot into two cups that 
feed the €350 horn speaker. 
» www.charlesandmarie.com

SAMSON STUDIODOCK 31 AND 41
Recording studio expert Samson has

REVO'S new Blok iPod dock features a 40-watt 
digital amplifier and speakers based on NXTs 
Balanced Radiator technology. It sports real 
wood veneers and milled ■ 
aluminium inserts. Sold MB 
exclusively in —•- 
John Lewis stores | I
in the UK, Blok ®
costs £200. 1
S 01555 666161

delivered a pair of active 
near field monitors, designed 
specifically for the home. .. and 
the Apple iPod. The new 
StudioDock 3i and 4i can 
connect to and even charge an 
iPod through a top-mounted 
dock on the right hand speaker, 
and also include both USB and 
3.5mm stereo inputs. Both 
feature a 25mm silk-dome 
tweeter, but where the 30-watt 
3i features a 83mm copolymer 
woofer, the 40-watt 4i uses a 
l08mm version.

MERIDIAN has updated its website (www. 
meridian-audio.com) and announced a new 
DSP7200HC Horizontal centre channel for its 
DSP7200 series digital active loudspeakers. 
Designed for home cinema (or studio mixing 
console) use, the new DSP-packed centre unit 
costs an incredible £8,995 per speaker.
S 01480 445678

Price £109 (3i); £149 (4i) perpair Due now
01462 480000 « www.samsontech.comSHANLING MC-30 AND MC-3000
® If you thought music centres were a thing of the past, think again. Shanling has revised the concept 

with a 21 st Century spin. Two new models feature top-loading CD JI
players, a tuner and an iPod dock, coupled to a valve amplifier. The —------  < _.
MC-30 uses a pair of 6P1 valves to deliver a three watt output, while
the larger MC-3000 delivers a beefy 60 watts and includes a , i
valve headphone amplifier and three additional line inputs. . m \ /* -cy i' £"
Both share Shanling's distinctive house styling. - -g, * & »

FURUTECH’S FI-50R piezo-ceramic, damping, 
clamping, non-magnetic, earth/ground 
jumping IEC connector sports nano-sized 
particles, carbon powder, nylon and fibreglass. 
The £125 connector has already won a Best 
of Innovations award at 
2009's CES, six weeks before 
the show started!
» www.furutech.com

Price £750 (MC-30); £1,250 (MC-3000) Due now
m 0870 9096777 • www.realhi-fi.com

PURE'S £170 Evoke-2S is the company's 
flagship stereo digital DAB/FM radio. An 
evolution of the Evoke-2XT, the new radio uses 
Pure's Clearsound end-to-end _ 
digital audio 
subsystem, which 
delivers a healthy W MM 
30 Class D watts to 
drive the twin 
speakers.
a 0845 1489001
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Making music
When Yamaha invited HFC to see its new combined hi-fi and musical 
instrument HQ, the timing was spot-on. Alan Sircom reports...

Yamaha's Mitton Keynes headquarters is a very 
musical place to be «

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2009
31-1 Smartlife North

Radisson Hotel
Manchester Airport 
www.chestergroup.org

20-22 Sound & Vision: The Bristol Show
Marriot City Centre Hotel
Bristol
BSl 3AD
www bristolshowco.uk

FEBRUARY
8 Audiojumble 2009

Angel Leisure Center
Tonbridge, Kent
TN9 l SF

wwwaudroJumble.co.uk

MARCH
28-29 London High Fidelity Show

Park Inn
Heathrow Airport 
www.chestergroup.org

MAY
21-24 High End 2009

M.O.C Expo Center
Munich
www.highendsocrety de

JUNE
13-14 Northern High Fidelity Show

Radrsson SAS
Manchester Airport 
www.chestergroup.org

SEPTEMBER
18-20 London Sound and Vision

Park Inn
Heathrow Airport 
www.chestergroup.org

NOVEMBER
1415 Smartlife Scotland

Thistle Hotel
Glasgow
www.chestergroup.org

O
n June 16, 2008, the UK arm of Yamaha 
underwent the single largest change to its 
company structure. At a stroke, Yamaha 
Electronics (UK) Ltd was dissolved and the hi-fi and 
home cinema division moved from Watford to Milton 

Keynes and joined forces with the company's Ml 
(musical instrument) division, under the one Yamaha 
Music (UK) Ltd banner. This is not some fly-by-night 
idea and is not just a UK-only move.

The merger plans were made back in Japan by the 
board of the Yamaha Corporation and applies all 

over the world. "Everywhere you've had separate 
businesses for Electronics and Musical Instruments," 
explains Ed Selley, Yamaha's AV and hi^fi marketing 
manager, "they now all come under the banner of the 
music business. But more importantly, it's about taking 
on the hi-fi and AV products in their own right; it's not 
been put into a corner of the music business. It's a 
separate division, but it just happens that division has 
the same director as electronic keyboards."

From both perspectives, the merger makes perfect 
sense. Finally, the company that offers stem-to-stern 
music (musicians might conceivably play on Yamaha 
instruments, mixed and recorded on Yamaha pro 
equipment, monitored and mastered on Yamaha 
speakers) extends the chain right up to the loudspeakers 
in the listener's living room. And does so under one roof.

"The first thing that happened was an incredible 
amount of enthusiasm was bought to the party,'' 
explains Ian Galloway of ICG Consultants. "These guys 
are so excited to bring hi-fi into the business. And that's 
right from the top - Andrew Kemble the managing 
director." In fact, it seems so logical to couple music 
making with music playing that to most people at 
Yamaha Music it seems strange that the merger didn't 
happen before. Yamaha has a very strong market share 
in keyboards in the UK; to develop a similarly powerful 
position in hi-fi and AV is a challenge that its team is 
more than ready to take up.

After 25 years working in a company, most might 
expect a gold watch and a handshake when ushered 
into the boardroom; Electronic Keyboards Sales and
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Galloway and Webster: "I think this is : 
the beginning of a beautiful friendship."

Marketing Director Robert Webster got a hi-fi 
division to lead. And he's leading it with 
boundless zest and enthusiasm. "When I look 
at hi-fi, I only see opportunity" beams Webster. 
"I come from a traditionally dominant position 
(nine out of 10 top electronic keyboards sold in 
the UK are made by Yamaha), but with all the 
same challenges of any director of finding 
growth. I've looked at the product categories 
that we have and will have in hi-fi and AV and 
I thought 'we can go somewhere with this'."

The company has begun the long process 
of rebuilding its brand in the UK. It's already 
returned to demonstrating at hi-fi shows around 
the country. "We're back at the Bristol show, 
taking two stands to show our commitment to 
both hi-fi and AV," explains Webster. And in just 
a few months, the Yamaha brand has shown a 
return to form and increased enthusiasm for the 
brand in both sectors. "We're putting so much 
energy into the AV division and we're doing 
really well in tough times," says Webster. Even 
faced with the Credit Crunch, Webster is 
unfazed; "this won't be a good year, but that 
doesn't stop us making things better next year."

Webster and his team already have a valid 
and successful model that makes Yamaha 
electronic keyboards hugely successful and it's 
coming to a hi-fi store near you. Whether it's 
pushing the likes of Comet to support high-end 
audio and video, or it's transforming the 
showrooms of independent dealers, with 
something akin to its Homeworld store revamps 
in keyboard shops, Yamaha means business.

Moving into 2009, there's a raft of Yamaha 
products coming to build on that energy. 
Webster calls it "a more vibrant catalogue" in all 
walks of music replay. It's little wonder Yamaha 
calls itself 'the Sound Professionals'. HFC

So you think a radio is hard to tune? S 

Yamaha's musical reputation is honed here
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Classic Album
MADNESS
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MADNESS
One Step Beyor

"By November 1979, 
One Step Beyond 
was at number two 
in the LP charts and 
Madness begun two 
years of promotion."

L
ike the onstage moves of vibesman, "nutty 
dancer" and vocalist Cathal 'Chas Smash' 
Smyth, the Madness story is one of 
frenzied motion, sudden stops and unexpected 

detours. The band began life just as punk was 
exploding, but preferred to play reggae and 
R'n'B covers.They rose as part of the year-long 
2 Tone boom, but translated into mainstream 
pop success. And, despite charges of 
unsophistication, theirs was a multi-layered 
music as adept at melancholy and complexity as 
it was making anthems for twelve year aids to 
moonstomp to. Nowhere did their art translate 
so effusively to vinyl than on their 1979 debut 
album, One Step Beyond.

Formed by keyboardist Mike Barson, 
guitarist Chris Foreman and sax player Lee 
Thompson in London's Kentish Town and 
Muswell Hill, by early 1979 Madness's six- 
piece core line up was set, with Graham 
'Suggs' McPherson as waggish vocalist and 
Smyth a floating proto-Bez figure. Stylistically 
they were an amalgam of ted and skinhead 
styles, with crepes, Ben Sherman shirts, Levis, 
suits, Harrington jackets, pork-pie hats and 
Dr Marten's all in evidence. The music was 
similarly varied, taking in soul, reggae, and 
rock and roll. The band shared an 
appreciation of the witty, observational 
London songs of Ian Dury's first group 
Kilburn & The High Roads (as did John Lydon 
and Jerry Dammers, founder ofThe Specials). 
"I remember Suggs saying he wanted to 
emulate Ian Dury's approach of normal

year playing north London pubs like the 
Dublin Castle and the Hope & Anchor. 
Even now it sounds like a band having a 
huge laugh and has boundless confidence 
as well as freshness. These are brassy, vivid 
sounds, with Woodgate's stomping drums 
propelling killer songs like the title track, a 
tune written by Jamaican ska innovator 
Prince Buster, who was saluted in the 
album's lead single The Prince.

The Kinks-flavoured Bed & Breakfast 
Mon, for example, is a bittersweet vignette 
of a sofa-surfing youth, while Land Of 
Hope And Glory recalls sax player Lee 
Thompson's time in borstal. "Clive and 
Alan took care of the music. It was all laid 
out in front of us and we refined it as we 
went, into a fine art." recalls Thompson. 
"Everyone knew their place, and got on, 
and enjoyed themselves and got paid I"

By November 1979, One Step Beyond 
was at number two in the LP charts and 
Madness had begun two years of 
relentless gigging and promotion. They 
were soon fixtures in the UK singles and 
albums charts, producing a startling run 
of 20 Top 20 chart hits, maturing 
convincingly, never releasing sub-par 
music and in the process becoming one 
of the greatest British groups of them 
all. They split in 1986, but reformed in 
1992, playing semi-regularly in their 
original formation and starting every 
show with the chantalong "Hey you,

people talking in normal language," says don't watch that, watch this..." of One
drummer Dan 'Woody' Woodgate. "We also 
had a pact - Make People Dance. If a song 
didn't work it was dumped immediately."

They started recording their debut on 11 
September 1979, just a week after signing to 
spirited indie label Stiff. Made in a fortnight 
with production duo Clive Langer and Alan 
Winstanley at Eden studios in Acton, it 
captured a live set that had been honed by a

Step Beyond.
Almost thirty years on, it still defines 

them. Chris Foreman is sanguine about 
this. "In the dictionary of rock, Madness 
were sort of, 'cheeky chappies, Camden 
Town, whacky zany... "' he says. "Which is 
better than 'crap one hit wonders I'" 

Suggs agrees. "We were never trendy 
after 2 Tone. But we're still here." HFC
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Cambridge Audio 840C CD player

n this month's Ultimate Croup Test wefeature several amps and SACD playerswith digital inputs on them. Traditional rejection and very fine performance inother ways, so connecting it digitally tomany other CD players to replace theiri nternal DAC is likely to be ani mprovement, on paper at least.Meanwhile 'digital' amps with switchingstages may in some cases keep signalsfully digital up to the output, convertinganalogue inputs to digital, so obviously inthis case you're likely to be best off leavingeverything in the wires digital if possible.But what about USB and suchlike digitalconnections? The Marantz SA8003 has aUSB connection for portable musicplayers, from which it receives digital datafor conversion. In this case, it's almost a

practice is to play digital discs in a machinewhich converts the digits to analogue, thentransport the analogue signal down a coupleof wires to the amp. Digits only needed to bemoved between equipment when one addedan outboard DAC as a cost-effective or no-holds-barred upgrade, or on occasion whenrecording digitally to DAT, MiniDisc etc. Nowwe have digital sources coming out of ourears, pretty much literally in some cases, notto mention 'digital amps', computers withdigital audio outputs.... Is there any 'bestpractice' way to deal with all this?

Words by RichardB/ack

The quick answer, unfortunately, is no. There is no invariable rule as to how best to proceed - as so often, it depends on circumstances. In fact, this was true even in the 'old days' when you simply had a CD player and the option of adding a DAC. A DAC with poor jitter or distortion figures could actually worsen the performance of a decent CD player, or else make no significant difference to the performance. The trouble is that there is no real way to tell what the situation is except by listening 1A case in point is the Advance Acoustic transport/amp combination in our test, which does digital-to-analogue conversion in the amplifier. It just happens that the transport is distinctly jittery and the DAC has rather sub-optimum jitter rejection, so the end result is less technically pure than some. Partner that DAC/amp with a regular CD player, via the latter's digital output with lower jitter and the sound will be different. It may be better or worse than the CD player in question, though in all probability not by a vast amount, so you'll have a question of taste rather than plain 'right or wrong'.By contrast, the digital input on the Cambridge 840C has pretty good jitter 

dead cert that the quality will be given a leg-up because the digital-to-analogue conversion in a tiny, low-power, portable player is highly unlikely to be a match for what Marantz can achieve with decent space and power budgets in a machine like that.The Pioneer A-A9 amp has a different flavour of USB socket for connection to a computer. In this case, however, the D-A converter is not of the highest quality, and (perhaps even more significant) it's hard to be sure what you're getting from a computer. Never mind such niceties as jitter: most software, running on most computers, runs a high risk of the data being resampled and quite possibly altered in volume, in ways over which you have no control and which may not be the highest quality.I n fact it turns out that computer audio is a bit of a nightmare from this point of view: it's very hard to be sure what's going on, even with test equipment - without it, basically impossible. Unfortunately, the best honest advice we can give at present, regarding such situations is 'suck it and see'. HFC

"A DAC with poor 
itter or distortion 
’igures could 
actually worsen the 
performance of a 
decent CD player."
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New 30105 series:
Tighter bottom-end, livelier sound, more drive...same price

CD player £

• Brand-new "CD solution" - custom­
made transport mechanism, servo 
units and control mechanisms

• Twin Burr-Brown PCM 1704 mono 
DACs and a discrete output stage

• Low jitter clock and a large toroidal 
transformer with separate windings 
for the transport mechanism and 
audio stages.

Integrated Amplifier £ 1000

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to 
lOOW for the previous model)

• 6 line inputs, bi-wiring and bi­
amping compatible

• Option to fit a MC or MM phono 
cartridge

• Remote control

Power Amplifier £800

• Larger power supply

• 110 watts RMS (as compared to 
lOOW for the previous model)

• Capable of driving sophisticated 
speaker systems, in bi-amping 
mode or monoblock mode

• Clean and extended low frequency 
response

Exposure Electronics Ltd: The Works. 59 North Street, Portslade, East Sussex BN41 1DH, England. Tel: +44 1273 423877 I Fax: +44 1273 430619 / Email: info@exposurehifi.com

mailto:info@exposurehifi.com


Malcolm
Malcolm Steward was one of the country's best-known hi-fi reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He currently publishes the hi-fi industry trade bible, the British Audio Journal

I nternet geeks
The world of the dreaded internet hi-fi forums

"Unfortunately, 
we suffer 
democracy on 
the internet, 
which means 
that any lunatic 
with half-a-brain 
can post his 
opinions."

YBA YA 201 amp (tested next issue)

T
here seem to be a few audiophiles who are 
not exactly what one would call 
enthusiastic about computerised music 
even though it appears to represent, in one 

format or another, the 'way forward'. I have to 
nail my colours to the mast here and say that I 
still believe that vinyl is the most persuasive and 
enjoyable replay source, even though compact 
disc can improve on some areas of its 
performance - on a good day and with a 
following wind. Regardless, my hard disk player 
will comfortably outperform or, at worst, equal 
most CD players.

Yet contrary to my entirely favourable reaction 
and acceptance of these oh-so-user-friendly 
sources of high-quality sound, there is a 
vociferous group of hi-fi enthusiasts who seem 
determined to remain violently opposed to this 
new generation of players.

This argy-bargy reminds of the mid-1 980s when 
compact disc was introduced and battle lines 
were immediately drawn: on one side there were 
the new format's Perfect Sound Forever 
proponents with their camp followers; facing 
them were the vinyl-loving analogue die-hards for 
whom digital was nothing less than an 
abomination. Each side took turns to hurl facts, 
figures, science, pseudo science, surmisings and 
insults at the other camp.

Arguing about formats really is a waste of time: 
no matter how indignantly we audiophiles 
protest we get what big business deigns to give 
us. The best we can do, if we don't like it, is to 
work on the replay equipment to try to extract 
more music out of the format we've been given. 
11 might take a few years endeavour but we get 
there: compare the sound of one of those early, 
catastrophic, overpriced wallpaper strippers to 
even a budget modern player and you'll realise 
the transformations that can be wrought.

The most vituperative outpourings about 
computerised music can be found on internet 

forums where you will encounter some of 
the most bigoted, argumentative individuals 
on the planet. On many occasions I have 
wanted to go onto these forums and post 
equally insulting comments in answer to the 
rubbish that some imbecile is spouting as 
though it were the indisputable truth, but I 

have thus far resisted the temptation.
Unfortunately, we suffer democracy on the 

internet, which means that any lunatic with 
half-a-brain can post his experiences and 
opinions, no matter how limited, alongside 
the more considered thoughts of rational, 
sane human beings. Or at least, those sane 
human beings who do not spend their 
leisure hours listening to their wonderful 
hi-fi systems, but prefer willy-waving about 
them on forums.

It seems that sensible, reasoned discussions 
about the subject of computerised music are 
beyond the scope of most internet critics, who 
appear to get stuck in one gear. For example, 
a friend and I were listening to some newly 
ripped CDs, the other night, through the YBA 
amplifier I was reviewing with Neat 
Momentum 4i speakers and not my usual 
set-up to which my pal is accustomed. "This is 
not a bad little system," he commented. "It 
certainly lets you hear the silences properly." 
In his experience, the best computerised audio 
sources always seemed able to define clearly 
the rests between notes without any ambiguity.

That might be a difficult concept to convey in 
words,but there was no mistaking its audibility. 
The only thing that was certain was that I was 
not going to share his insight on any forum. 
For goodness sake, how would people who refuse 
to believe that there's no difference between 
music from iTunes on a Mac and music from 
VLC on a PC ever get their heads around 
Judging audio by listening to the way it 
presents silences/ HFC
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DENON

It hears things 
before you do.

» W Of

DENON AVR-1909. Introducing the new AVR-1909. A DENON Masterpiece incorporating some ofthe most 
advanced features available. Besides future proof Dolby TrueHD, Dolby Digital Plus and DTS-HD Master audio 
the AVR-1909 is one of the first with built-in Audyssey Dynamic Volume™. This feature automatically listens 
out for the unexpected differences in volume that can occur in certain circumstances, such as between TV 
shows and commercials. What's more, it can be adjusted exactly to your personal preferences. To find out ««A 
more visit www.denon.co.uk or call 01234 741200.

High-precision Calibration- 
Microphone to set up 
two more brilliant features: 
Audyssey MultEQ'" and 
Dynamic EQ™.

DENON is a trademark or registered trademark of D&M Holdings, Inc. | Audyssey Dynamic Volume™ is a trademark of Audyssey Laboratories.

AUDYSSEY 
ldynamic volumej

http://www.denon.co.uk


Paul Messenger is a farmer editor of Hi-Fi Choice and has been writing 
about his favourite hobby for nearly 30 years

Music update
Understanding the appeal behind music downloads

" ...far from 
knowing their 
place and 
staying there, 
computers are 
steadily moving 
in on our hi-fi 
systems."

Russ Andrews DAC 1 USB

The world is divided between those who
e mbrace computers with an enthusiasm rarely

I I avished upon an inanimate object and those 
who tolerate the Artificial Stupidity of these devices 
with a mixture of forbearance and irritation.

I belong firmly in the latter camp, even though 
I've had to use them to earn a living for more than 
twenty years and as computers have evolved, 
becoming dramatically more powerful with huge 
memories, they've had an increasing influence on 
my life, whether I like it or not

Back in the 1980s, the computer was essentially 
merely a smarter alternative to the typewriter. 
Come the 1990s, e-mail avoided the need to post 
floppy discs, while the new century saw broadband 
i nternet access change many of our lives and 
ushered in downloading as a new source of music. 
As a result, far from knowing their place and 
staying there, computers are steadily moving in on 
our hi-fi systems.

While hi-fi enthusiasts are justifiably sniffy about 
the sound quality of compressed digital formats 
like MP3, widely used for downloading, computers 
are becoming an increasingly popular source of 
full CD-style 16-bit PCM material. They might not 
offer the last word in high fidelity, but their hard 
drives offer enormous storage capacity, they're 
relatively inexpensive and most importantly, 
they're exceptionally convenient to use.

Until about eighteen months ago I kept my hi-fi 
and my computer well apart. Then I upgraded the 
latter to a MacBook Pro and added wi-fi internet 
access. Around the same time the CD recorder I 
sometimes used packed up and a friend showed 
me how to use the iTunes program which came 
pre-loaded in the new laptop.

I figured it was about time I learnt something 
about computer-based music and that this might 
be the opportunity. However, I'm not sure it was 
the best decision I've ever made. Although I've 
managed to get decent enough results, my lack of 
interest in and enthusiasm for computers has 

proved a real handicap. The heart of the 
problem with computers seems to be that there 
are usually umpteen different ways of doing any 
one particular thing and figuring out the right 
one requires both considerable patience as well 
as a significant amount of computer expertise.

Putting a hi-fi system together is a relatively 
simple and straightforward matter of choosing 
sources, amplification, speakers and linking it all 
together. That's much less true of the erasable 
data stored on a computer's hard drive and they 
do have an irritating habit of throwing up nasty 
surprises, as I discovered just the other day.

I n order to get music from the computer to 
the hi-fi, I decided to use something called an 
SB+, an audiophile-tuned variation on the 
SqueezeBox theme from Bristol-based At-tunes, 
with improved power supplies and clocks. This 
sits with the hi-fi, taking the computer's music 
signal via the wi-fi system and converting it to 
stereo audio.

Then came the time to update the computer - 
something that has to be done all too often, as 
computers as a breed are permanently 'work in 
progress'. When the installer brought it over all 
sorts of aggravation broke out, as the operating 
system had changed. What should have taken an 
hour, max, took all day and we never did get the 
SB+ going before he had to leave.

In the meantime, I'm getting very satisfactory 
results using a Russ Andrews DAC l USB - but 
it does mean running an inconvenient cable 
across the room from laptop to hi-fi.

I've no doubt we're still at an early stage of 
what will ultimately prove to be the biggest 
revolution to hit hi-fi since the Compact Disc. 
But the SB+ incident highlights my concern 
over computers as a hi-fi source. They might be 
highly convenient, but they remain immature 
and represent a moving target for those who 
don't wish to enter into an emotional 
relationship with one. HFC
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“THE SOUND WAS SO MAGICAL
MERLIN HIMSELF WOULD SURELY BUY ONE"

"THE SOUND OF THE PH7 IS WHAT COUNTS AND
IT'S A STUNNER''

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE 3 VACUUM TUBE PAE AMPLIFIER

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE PH7 VACUUM TUBE PAE^ PRE AMPLIFIER

"IT JUST SOUNDS LIKE YOU ALWAYS HOPED 
CD COULD SOUND, IF CD WAS DONE RIGHT"

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE CD 7 VACUUM TUBE CD PLAYER

Audio Research has always used the knowledge gained through designing their Reference series components to benefit every model in their 
range. Phone stages, pre-amplifiers, power amps - Audio Research believes, like Formula 1 car designers, that the benefits gained at the cutting 
edge should be shared.

A new entry-level pre-amp delivers a taste of Reference sonics to a wider audience: the L517. Fully-featured and supremely functional, it is a 
dream match for the V555 stereo power amplifier - an astonishingly affordable introduction to Bill Johnsons wizardry. And we remain dazzled by 
the L526, which we suspect will find itself driving more than a few Reference 110s.

Reference 110 is the first ever single-chassis, stereo power amplifier in the Reference range: the 2x11 OW Reference 110 - a perfect match for the 
L526 or the Ref 3, the finest pre-amp ever issued by Audio Research. But there's more.

So fine is the CD3 Mk II that Audio Research was inspired to develop it further. The resultant CD7 is so good - its internals include a
Ref 3-derived output stage - that this player has earned the honour of becoming the first-ever Reference series digital source component. For 
analogue supporters, the all-tube Ref PH7 phone stage is probably the best phono section available today.Completed with either the flagship Ref 
610T or 210 monoblocks, the Reference models reign supreme.

The bloodline strengthens.

absolute sounds ltd
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW - 

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 - - 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com -

- 
- 
- 
-
-- 
-- 
--
-- 

- 
-

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com


Alvin Gold began writing about hi-fi more than 20years ago and has since become one 
of the UK's most internationally renowned reviewers

Sony vs Appl e
Sony's new personal player is a modem miracle...

"At l 28kbps, 
sound quality 
is somewhat 
inferior, but 
at 256kbps 
it comes alive."

Sony's new MP3 player, the NWZ639F

U
ndeniably the most influential and least 
expected development in recent years has 
been in the area of personal audio. Sony's 
cassette, CD and later MiniDisc- propelled WalkMen 

were usurped an aeon ago by Apple's ubiquitous 
iPod family and, for some years now, the iPod has 
set the pattern that all others have followed. But 
none of the pretenders has had the success of Apple 
in this market and that also goes for big names like 
Microsoft, as well as the guys who invented the 
concept of personal audio -Sony.

The iPod came along just as hard disks were 
becoming small enough and abstemious enough 
in power consumption to cope in a personal 
stereo environment. Its divide and conquer 
approach to music distribution owes much to 
iTunes, which is virtually a brand name as iPod 
itself - though nothing like as intuitive or helpful. 
The ergonomics of the iPod has also been widely 
praised and copied - the sincerest form of 
flattery. But there are now signs that Apple may 
not have it all its own way for much longer.

My personal dissatisfaction with the iPod 
relates to its performance. While it's true that 
my fifth-generation iPod has been enhanced by 
a pair of Sennheiser's sexy PXC250 noise­
cancelling headphones, during a recent stay in 
hospital, I didn't bother with the player at all, 
instead using the radio in my mobile phone.

But now I've heard a player which has 
reawakened my interest in personal audio 
players, a version of the model which I'm 
discussing here, an MP3 player from that old 
stalwart of the WalkMan era, Sony. I first heard 
it playing some music - I can't remember what 
- which was aurally a complete knockout. It 
sounded bolder and more dynamic than my 
iPod and clearer, too. When I got back to the 
office I requested a sample of the senior model 
in the range for evaluation, the NWZ639F.

11 is an absolute knockout. It comes in various 
colours - mine is a rather fetching burgundy - 

and is small enough to fit with room to 
spare in my credit card wallet. It measures a 
mere 42.9x89.Sx7.5mm and weighs only 46 
grams. The model I requested has a l 6GB of 
Flash memory (the largest available 
currently), which means no rotating hard 
discs, but it remains good enough for 126 
hours of playback time at 256kbps MP3, or 
103 hours at 320kbps VBR. Enough to cope 
with a respectable music collection.

At 128kbps, sound quality is somewhat 
inferior, but at 259kbps it comes alive. This 
is what the iPod is supposed to do, but in 
my experience simply doesn't and much the 
same applies using Apple Lossless. There is 
simply not enough quality in the audio 
circuitry to allow the iPod to perform.

Nestling under its mobile phone-like 
interface is a full suite of video capabilities, 
You can store JPEGs and the player comes 
pre-loaded with a number of short music 
videos, even part of a football match, which 
are displayed on a superb SO mm TFT QVGA 
(240x320 pixel) variable aspect ratio 
display. The Sony will also support the BBCi 
Player, so it can be used to view the last 
seven days of broadcast TV. Software 
includes the legal version of Napster and 
much of the under the skin intelligence 
comes from Microsoft Media Player 11.

All this is controlled by a simple, interface 
which is elegant and intuitive and the unit 
includes a clock and plenty of below-skin 
customisation - an equaliser, for example.

Please Sony, keep it simple. Don't load 
future models with too many gratuitously 
useless toys (though I wouldn't mind 
outlook diary integration). It's probably the 
relative simplicity that allows the Sony's 
output stage to sing as well as it does. In 
any case, for the first time in ages, it is now 
Sony that is setting the pace. HFC
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Servo Evolution - the world’s most advanced CD technology
Have you heard the new groundbreaking SE CD players from Cyrus yet?

The new CD players from Cyrus with their unique "made for hi-end audio" servo evolution engine provide the highest 
levels of performance. The world's hi-fi press have heaped praise and class leading awards on all three models, 
however you should hear them yourself. One of our retailers will be happy to compare your old CD player and 
demonstrate just how far Cyrus CD technology has advanced.

whwhi-fi? “It's a revelation. Quite simply this player is astonishing. Not astonishing for the price, you understand, but astonishing: full stop.”
03332 What Hi-Fi Sept 2008CD6SE

Ashford Soundcraft Hi-Fi 01233 624 441 soundcrafthifi.com WHAT HI Fl?
Brentwood Audio T Ltd 01277 264730 audio-t.co.uk SOUND AND VISION
Cardiff Audio Excellence 02920 228565 audio-excellence.co.uk AWARDS 2008
Coventry Frank Harvey Hi-Fi 02476 525 200 hifix.co.uk CD PLAYERS

Edinburgh James Morrow 0131 229 8777 james-morrow.com BEST CD PLAYER £1000 • £1500

Exeter Gulliford Hi-Fi 01392 491 194 gullifordhifi.co.uk CYRUS CD8SE

Gateshead Lintone Audio 0191 477 4167 lintone.co.uk
Guildford P J Hi-Fi 01483 504 801 pjhifi.co.uk WHAT HI Fl?

<* O ■ ■ A4 A BN BA MINIAU

Huddersfield Huddersfield Hi-Fi 01484 424 000 SOUND AND VISION
huddersfieldhifi.co.uk

AWARDS 2008Islington Bartletts Hi-Fi 0207 607 2148 bartlettshifi.com
Leicester Leicester Hi-Fi Co 0116 25397753 leicesterhifi.co.uk CD PLAYERS

BESTCD PLAYER £1500+

Manchester Practical Hi-Fi 0161 839 8869 practicalhi-fi.co.uk CYRUS CDXTSE/DACX

Nottingham Nottingham Hi-Fi 0115 978 6919 nottinghamhifi.co.uk
Pinner Music Matters 0208 420 1925 hatchend.co.uk WHAT HI Fl?

SOUND AND VISIONSaffron Walden Chew & Osborne 01799 523728 chewandosborne.co.uk
Sheffield Moorgate Acoustics 0114 275 6048 moorgateacoustics.co.uk AWARDS 2008
Southport Southport Hi-Fi 01704 536 901 southporthifi.com STEREO AMPLIFIERS

Swindon Audio T Ltd 01793 538222 audio-t.co.uk BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £1500 - £2500

York Vickers Hi-Fi 01904 629 659 vickers-hifi.co.uk CYRUS VS2/PSX-R/8 POWER

■■■ “A stunning product for the money, offering performance startlingly close to what one would expect for a player three or four times as much.” - Hi-Fi
■■i Choice Sept 2008 CD8SE

“Astunning new arrival (well, newin that it’s the latest version of an incredibly successful and popular series of CD players from Cyrus) that slaughters 
EZZZZ3 all of the opposition totally without effort. It’s certain proof that there’s still plenty of reason to keep stocked with CD’s”. CD 6 SE WHF High-End Ultimate 

Guide 2008

"Timing, a traditional Cyrus strong suit, is immaculate here-each strum, pluck or hit starts and stops with great precision and easy fluidity, making light 
BEX333 work of testing tempos or sudden changes of emphasis. There's an eye for detail the most nightmarish Sergeant-Major would be proud of, and the

ability to lay the minutiae of a performance bare without ever losing sight of the performance as a whole. What Hi-Fi.com Sept 2008 CDXT SE

Researched, designed, manufactured and supported in the UK
For more information please visit www.servo-evolution.com
Cyrus Audio Ltd, Huntingdon England, www.cyrusaudio.com +44 (0)1480 435577

soundcrafthifi.com
t.co.uk
excellence.co.uk
hifix.co.uk
morrow.com
gullifordhifi.co.uk
lintone.co.uk
pjhifi.co.uk
huddersfieldhifi.co.uk
bartlettshifi.com
leicesterhifi.co.uk
fi.co.uk
nottinghamhifi.co.uk
hatchend.co.uk
chewandosborne.co.uk
moorgateacoustics.co.uk
southporthifi.com
t.co.uk
hifi.co.uk
Fi.com
http://www.servo-evolution.com
http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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IPMCFBli I
loudspeakers 
wonh £1,950! I

PMC's first dedicated home hi-fi speaker, the FBl, has long I 

been considered one of the best floorstanding 
loudspeakers money could buy. First seen way back in 
2000, the slim speaker with the deep, deep bass has been 

through several changes this decade and the new FBl i is 

clearly the best version ever.

The big change to the speaker is the use of a new 
tweeter, a 27mm soft-fabric dome model, designed in 
association with Norwegian speaker specialist SEAS. This is I 
coupled to a l 70mm mid-bass driver, which is used to feed I 

PMC's special Advanced Transmission Line to help deliver 
real power from a deceptively svelte speaker shape. In 
addition, a redesigned crossover and refinements to the 
cabinet and plinth mark out the FBl i as something special.

We reviewed the FBl i - and its bigger OBli brother - in 

HFC 311, and we gave it a healthy but richly deserved Best 
Buy badge, thanks to its improved treble and overall 
smoothness; building on the rock-solid foundation of the 

FBl and FBl + that went before. Best of all, you ean win 
this loudspeaker at the click of a mouse.

HOW TO ENTER:
For your chance to win, go online to www. 

futurecomps.co.uk/ pmcfbl i and follow the 
instructions, leaving your selected answer and details 
where prompted:

QUESTION:
The PMC FBl i uses a •••

A: Activated Manumission Lane
B: Accented Transvision Vamp 
C: Advanced Transmission Line

TERMS ANO CONDITIONS
Answers must be received between 12 December 2008 and 08 January 2009. The prize winner will be selected at 
random from all correct entries received between the relevant dates and will receive a pair of PMC FBl i loudspeakers 
free of charge. The winner will be notified within 28 days of the closing date and will be required to give details of a 
delivery address in the UK to which the product(s) should be sent

By taking part in a Competition, '.Y(IU agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below 
but can be viewed in full at www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp. Late or incomplete entries will be 
disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an 
individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company 
rese^es the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless 
otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future 
Publlshing and any party involved in the competition or their households.

By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection 
with the Competition and for promotional pu^es. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt 
and will not be returned. You warram that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted 
from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be 
available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is 
conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things} the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that 
neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/ 
or possession of your prize.1   ..........................................................................................................................................J
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CHOICECUTS
s This month's varied musical morsels

Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

VINYL
COMPACT DISC & VINYL

BLOOD, SWEAT & TEARS
Blood, Sweat & Tears
Columbia/Pure Pleasure 180g vinyl 
Music The second outing from nine- 
piece BS&T was its first without Al Kooper 
on keyboards, a factor which reveals the 
band's jazz inclinations rather more clearly 
than their debut It begins and ends with 
works by Satie which seem a little out of 
place, but the stuff in-between sounds like 
the beginnings of jazz-rock. Its high- 
quality playing, but isn't quite sure which 
style its aiming for.
Sound: A little thin and compressed, 
there is however plenty of detail and 
reasonable amounts of energy as well as a 
bit of a struggle to fit all the brass in. JK

JON LACEY
Lost In This Beautiful World
Winding River CO
Music: Jon Lacey is a young Brit 
who's been making acoustic waves 
for a good few months now. 
Melodic, dynamic and intelligent, 
the dozen self-penned songs are all 
strong. The touching John Lennon 
tribute Stolen and the energetic, 
feel-good Return To The Sunshine 
are perhaps the strongest, but there 
really are no major weak points. 
Sound: Lacey produced and 
mastered this - with a bit of help 
from Ron Agus at Durham's Studio 
One - and he's done himself 
proud. Vocals and guitar cut 
through superbly. PS

ARVO PART - FRATRES FOR 
VIOLIN & PIANO ETC
Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Tallinn Quartet etc.
BIS CD-11434
Music: Here is one of the finest 
retrospectives of Arvo Part music to 
appear to date. Although religiously 
inspired, his music has a depth and 
range at odds with other 
comparable composers and the 
music can be approached on its 
own terms, simply as pure music. 
Sound: It would be unfair to single 
out individual pieces for mention, 
as this disc is excellent throughout 
and is accompanied by particularly 
good, wide-ranging sound from the 
BIS engineers. AC

MARC-ANDRE HAMELIN 
(PIANO)
In A State Of Jazz
Hyperion
Music: Though the disc booklet 
declares 'There is no jazz in this 
recording', this simply means the 
music contains no improvisation. The 
work is from 20th century composers 
who are described as 'particularly 
successful, each in their sometimes 
peculiar fashion, in fusing the spirit 
or the letter of jazz with music 
intended for the concert hall'.
Sound: Marc-Andre Hamelin's 
playing does full justice to the 
startling complexity of the scores. 
The performances are percussive, 
but sensitive when called for. AC

Music 
Sound

Music 
Sound

Music
Sound

JOAN BAEZ
Any Day Now - Songs of Bob Dylan
Vanguard/Pure Pleasure 180g vinyl
Music This double album from 1968 
evokes the protest movement of the early 
1960s folk scene in no small way. Baez's 
clean, pure voice makes a distinct change 
from the way we are used to hearing 
these 16 tracks and a refreshing one too, 
it serves to illustrate the quality of both 
songs and singer. The backing band were 
Nashville's finest, but you only 
occasionally get a twang of country and 
sometimes just the voice alone 
Sound: An open, clear and pristine 
recording this could have done with a 
bit more body but is certainly true to 
the period. JK

sensibility in a solid, pleasingly 
non-flashy set.

• The two Albarn tracks are 
quite different from the rest of the 
album, particularly the single 
Sabali, which sounds like an 
African version of Flaming Lips NW

These LPs were supplied by Pure Pleasure 
© www.purepleasurerecords.com

FRIPP & ENO
No Pussyfooting DCM/Panegyric 
Music Recorded in Brian Eno's 
London flat on two Revox tape 
machines in September 1972, The 
Heavenly Music Corporation was the 
pair's first brave step into ambient 
electronica. Clouds of micro-sounds 
floated upwards and outwards to 
guarantee 100,000 sales when it 
appeared on No Pussyfooting a year 
later Fripp called it 'the best thing 
I've ever done' whilst Eno's maverick 
pop status was cemented forever. 
Sound: Simon Heyworth's 24-bit 
remaster brings out all the 
shimmering quality of the 
original sessions. MP

Music 
Sound

AMADOU & MARIAM
Welcome To Mali Because Music

Having sold half a million 
of their last Manu Chao-produced 
album Dimanche A Bimako, the 
pressure is on the blind Malian 
duo Amadou & Mariam to live 
up to their status as Africa's top­
selling current act. In Chao's 
absence they sensibly haven't 
attempted to replicate his 
ostentatious Euro-disco makeover 
on the follow-up, although Damon 
Albarn pops up on two tracks. 
Amadou plays some stingingly 
funky desert blues guitar and 
Mariam wails soulfully on a set of 
original compositions steeped in 
African heritage, but with a 
distinctively international
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THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC 
"Great use is made of dynamics and the subtlety of the piano playing is particularly engaging"

THIRD WORLD LOVE Avanim Asal/NMC

Music: The members of this Israeli 
band play trumpet, piano, drums and 
bass, with occasional vocal contributions. 
The group's first album was released 
shortly after they formed back in 2004 
and successfully fuses a beautifully 
diverse melange of styles to 
tremendously entertaining effect

As the line-up would suggest there's a 
strong jazz element to it all, but it's 
influenced by both eastern and western 
musical styles and never disappears up 
its own proverbial. Great use is made of 
dynamics and the subtlety of the piano 
playing from Yonatan Avishai is 
particularly engaging.

Sound: This is a fine recording even 
though it seems to have been self 
made. Trumpet is unusually devoid of 
stress and they have captured the vibe 
of the session extremely well. JK

Music 
Sound

SAVINA YANATOU
Songs Of An Other ecm

It's common for artists who

sound. Not so with Yanatou. She sings 
in a variety of languages, using the 
original folk arrangements as starting 
points before taking off into ethereal 
flights of fancy that fall somewhere 
between folk and jazz.

Her voice is an extraordinary 
instrument, shifting from a lilting 
flutter to full-throated microtonal 
howl in a heartbeat and is ably 
supported by her band. ECM delivers 
its usual pristine recording values 
capturing the full range of this 
marvellous acoustic set. DO

DR L SUBRAMANIAM & LARRY CORYELL 
From the Ashes Water Lily Acoustic

SACD (stereo multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: The pairing of jazz guitarist Larry Coryell and 
violinist 'Mani' Subramaniam has its antecedent in 
John McLaughlin's work with Shakti in the seventies, 
yet it is dedicated to Django Reinhardt and Stephan 
Grappelli. It's a meeting of musicians from east and 
west who produce music of a distinctly transcendental 
persuasion. These musicians have worked together in 
the past so maybe it's not so remarkable that it only

gain some international renown to 
soften their artistic urges and rein in 
some of the more outre aspects of their

Music 
Sound

RYCOODER
Anthology: The UFO Has Landed 
Rhino

Music: Few musicians deserve a 
comprehensive box set more than 
Ry Cooder, but he's always vetoed 
such a move on the grounds they 
are for the retired and/or 
deceased and not for musicians 
still on active service. He's finally 
allowed his son Joachim to 
compile a 32-track, two-disc set 
that's heavily weighted towards 
the blues-rock albums he made in 
the 1970s. As a tribute to one of 
the great virtuoso slide guitarists, 
it's long overdue.
Sound: Diverse and eclectic, it's 
got it all, country-blues, rocking 
RnB and the moody soundscapes of 
his film music for Pars, Texas. NW

Music
Sound

★ ★★★

SEASICK STEVE
I Started Out With Nothin'...
Warner

Music: I Started Out With Nothin' 
And I Still Cot Most Of It Left, to 
give it its full title, is the itinerant 
blues man's third album at the age 
of 67 and his first for a major 
label. Using customised guitars 
and his 'Mississippi Drum 
Machine', actually a wooden box 
that he stomps on, he treads that 
fine line between sounding loose 
and exquisitely precise which 
bluesmen have been striving for 
since Robert Johnson.
Sound: It's cleaner than its 
predecessor, Dog House Music, but 
it doesn't take too much of the 
edge off Steve's rough 'n' ready 
take on the blues. DO

Music
Sound

IOVAL COHCERTGEBOIJU ORCHESTRA

tyxn tlx- Ashes

took them a day to compose the four pieces on here. But the result is 
remarkable, it's gentle stuff that keeps you engaged thanks to the quality 
of playing.
Sound: This is a superb recording with purist credentials and hardcore 
hardware from Tim 'Baron' de Paravicini for the original analogue recording 
and custom-built Meitner A to DSD decoding for the SACD. JK

Music 
Sound

MAHLER SYMPHONY 4
Bernard Haitink, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra 
RC0 07003

SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: Apart from the soprano's addition to the final 
movement, this is a relatively short, accessible work and 
the most classically straightforward of Mahler's 
symphonic output. The work as a whole offers 
predominantly light, open orchestral textures and as well 
as being wonderful musically, it also offers the perfect 
starting point for those who might have been put off by 
the perception that Mahler's music is hard work.

BERHARD HAITIHK ■■■■ 
CHRISTIHE SCHAFER

Sound: The sound is of the highest standard and although there are not many 
interpretive surprises, the performance is distinguished and flows beautifully, 
topped and tailed by an exquisite performance of Sehr behaglich with soprano 
Christine Schafer hitting just the right note (in both senses). SACD here adds 
definition and space and is well worth having. AC

Music 
Sound

TANSMAN SYMPHONIES VOL 3
Oleg Caetani and Melbourne SO Chandos 

SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid plus stereo CD) 
Music: His name may be little remembered today, but in 
Paris between the wars, Polish-born Alexandre Tansman 
was seen as an equal of Ravel and Stravinsky and he was 
celebrated enough to perform for both Charlie Chaplin 
and Ghandi. This welcome SACD manages to squeeze in 
both the sweepingly majestic Second Symphony I 1926), 
the first movement of which owes something to 
Debussy's La Mer, and the Gershwin-esque Third 
Symphony(l931 ).
Sound: This recording by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra in their home 
town was conducted by Nadia Boulanger protege Oleg Caetani and gives this 
unaccountably obscure music the benefit of a lustful and enthusiastic 
interpretation. DO

Music 
Sound
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Only through hearing will you truly believe.

To locate your nearest dealer call

Leema Acoustics on 01938 811900
OR LOG ON TO WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM

LEEMA ACOUSTICS

BEAUTIFULLY ENGINEERED SOUND

http://WWW.LEEMA-ACOUSTICS.COM
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 The pick of this month's best letters
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW. Or email your letters to alan.sircom@futurenet.co.uk

Tomorrow's hi-fi?
Is there a future for hi-fi' My local dealer 
(Audio Tin Eastbourne) is no more; everyone's 
talking about recession and iTunes has 
replaced the HMV shop as the place to buy 
your music. All of this must have a really bad 
effect on the sales of hi-fi. So what am I going 
to do tomorrow'

Alex Craven via email

HFC Only a fool would suggest everything 

in the world of consumer electronics is 
rosy right now, but hi-fi has weathered 
many storms. Back in the late 1980s for 
example, hi-fi had to contend with the 
Black Monday stock market crash and the 
'perfect sound, forever' of CD 
undermining traditional LP sales. Perhaps 
surprisingly, more than 20 years later, 
people are still designing, building and 
selling turntables. Doubtless we will see 
big changes in the way music is recorded,

2001 SWABDS SPEC!AICHOIlu
PASSI 0 N f ill S __________________

distributed and replayed in the coming 
years - and those changes may spell 
radical shifts in the fortunes of brands, 
distributors and dealers - but people will 

“...everyone's talking 
about recession and 
iTunes has replaced 
the HMV shop."
always want to listen to music through 
more than just a pair of white earphones 
and that's where we come in.

Valve return

Why has there suddenly been a plethora 
of valve-based products on the pages of 
HFD. Valve amps were the preserve of the 
high-end and the tweaky for a long time, 
yet now they are everywhere. There are even 
a few available with iPod docks. Have we all 
taken a step backwards in time, or am I 
missing something'

Chris Doveton via email Cl

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Suggestion box

I have been a reader of HFC off-and-on since the 
very first issue by Angus McKenzie in the 1970s 
(Is the gentleman still around by-the-way').

I would like to make a few comments in 
relation to HFC and what in my opinion might 
make it even better. You publish a lot of one-off 

reviews; they have their place, but in my opinion 
they are of limited value. You might also be in 
danger of confusing your readers by having lots 
of solitary Best Buys with no context or reference 
point. Why not, for example, do an Ultimate 
Croup Test of all the top-line Best Buy products 
and contrast their relevance to different music 
tastes and room situations'

Also, to make HFC more interesting, I suggest 
you consider doing articles on the actual hi-fi 
equipment readers have in their homes.

Your second-hand shootout is always top of 
my list. I understand that it's hard to fit 

everything in but you have the most 
unfortunate habit of not including photos of all 
the equipment that you feature in each article, 
even if it meant more pages to the feature. It 
would be space well spent.

Wilf Carter Belfast

HFC Thanks for the comments. We do 
strive to submit products that have been 
solo tested into Ultimate Croup Tests 
wherever possible, but we love the idea of 
a Best of the Best Buys 
test... expect to see 

something along these lines 
soon. Unfortunately, such a 
test is unlikely to feature 
the real high-end these 
days, as these 
manufacturers are not 
supporters of the

fflflCHOICE 
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comparison group test format and one of 
the reasons why these products feature 
strongly in our Collection special. 
We have periodically run features on 
reader's equipment, but these features 
'play' badly with the majority of our 
readers. As to the Second-Hand Shootout, 
we typically find we can only source 
images of about two-thirds of the 
products we list. The transition from film 
to digital photography meant a lot of 

products from five or more 
years ago have a limited 

range of historic images on 
tap. So, we decided to stick 
with using just two images. 
Sadly, Angus McKenzie 
MBE passed away in 
2005 after a long illness. 
He was 71.
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[choice Mail] Readers' letters

□ HFC China happened, Chris. The Chinese 
manufacturers currently supplying the mid- 
to-high end of the hi-fi market have got a 
real thing about valves. Also, companies 
that were initially interested in producing 
valve amps, but were unable to do so 
because of high costs, can make models in 
China for a fraction of the price today. 
There is also an argument that as music 
gets more compressed and the formats 
used to make music get brighter, so the 
amplifier needs something like valve sound 
to smooth things over. Add to the mix that 
a lot of people like the sound of valves and 
they certainly look the part, and perhaps 
its no mystery at all why the little hollow­
state wonders are popular again.

Franken-fi

I've been rebuilding an old amplifier - a Leak 

Stereo 20. Because it's wired 'point-to-point' 
(no circuit boards - this thing was made in the 
days of the Cuban Missile Crisis) it's relatively 
easy to replace all the components. I hope to 
give my creature life soon. Point is, even when 
it was still using all the old components, it 
sounded wonderful. Will modern hi-fi - with 
PCBs and surface-mount components - be as 
easy to repair and still sound as good in 45 
years' time7

Ian Bartley via email

HFC The Stereo 20 was a particularly fine 
example of the valve amp maker's craft 
back in the 1960s. And yes, it's easy to 
repair and maintain and still has the 
potential to sound remarkable today 
(indeed, Icon Audio's modern range of 
valve amps are based around Harold

"...no circuit boards - this thing was made in 
the days of the Cuban Missile Crisis... ”

Leak's designs from half a century ago). 
However, few people reach into the past to 
restore classic preamplifiers, many of 
which are best consigned to history. So, 
when we look at classic products of latter 
years, it's always good to remember that 
not everything was wonderful back then.

Although most amps now use circuit 
boards in construction (to keep on the 
right side of Euro-legislations, as well as 
making the build quality simpler), this 
doesn't make the products unable to be 
repaired or restored in the future. The HFC 
crystal ball is currently out of action (due, 
of course, to unforeseen circumstances), 
but we think some of the best of today's 
hi-fi will be around and still sounding 
wonderful for a very long time.

Show woe

What's happening to the quality of hi-fi shows 
in London7 It wasn't so long ago that we had 
two shows - one in Heathrow, one in 
Hammersmith - that bristled with the latest 
goodies from the big names. This year, though, 

the show near the airport was far smaller than 
before and those who were showing were 
hardly big name hi-fi brands like Marantz or 
Linn. I'd hoped for something better from the 
Stuff show at ExCeL; I couldn't attend that 
weekend, but a friend who went said it was 
almost completely free from hi-fi. Is this a 
pattern forming7

Derek Shillinglaw via email

HFC It isn't a good time to promote a 
show, with many companies spending their 
Credit Crunched resources in other 
directions. Nevertheless, the turn-out at 
these particular shows was especially low 
this year. We hope for better prospects 
next season, but in the meantime... there's 
always Bristol.

System addict

I think there's a big failing of hi-fi magazines, 
HFC included. You review in isolation. I tried - 
and failed - to find a demonstration of your 
budget CD, amp and speaker Award winners in 
combination, but I'd lay good money down 
that the three put together would sound 
dreadful, even if the individual components 
sound good on their own. Why don't you 
compare complete systems, ideally ones that 
you can readily buy in shops7

Mark Richardson via email

HFC It's a good idea (and part of the 
reason why we have tested one-brand CD 
and amp packages in this issue) but a 
logistical nightmare. A good dealer will 
often pick and choose their products with 
great care, blending CD, amp and speakers 
from three different brands and sealing the 
deal with equally well-chosen stands, 
supports and cables. Just adding the 
permutations of six CD players, six amps 
and six speakers at a similar price makes 
for 216 different combinations to sift

Pictured: The handmade Icon Audio Stereo 25 valve amp
through to find the one that produces the 
best synergy. As we test the products 
separately, so their Award winning status 
applies as a standalone product.

Sound Solutions

RUSS ANDREWS’ 

SOUND 
SOLUTIONS BOOK
The author of our 'letter of the month' 
will receive a free copy of Russ Andrews' 
excellent hi-fi book, Sound Solutions. 
This compact and invaluable tome is an 
excellent guide to getting the best out of 
the equipment you already own. So drop us 
a line, or email
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Music all over your home.
With its wireless speaker units and storage for 40,000 songs GIGA JUKE' 
lets you stream different music to different rooms simultaneously.
www.sony.eo.uk/gigajuke

’Sony' and 'like.no.other' and their logos are tradem
arks or registered tradem

arks of Sony corporation.

_ SONY__________________________________________like.no.other' E - -V3 ... 2J ,.Z TM

http://www.sony.eo.uk/gigajuke


Gold GS
We've claimed that Gold Signature reaches unprecedented 

standards of design, innovation, performance, technical 

excellence, build quality and value in its class. But you don't 

have to take our word for it.

If you're looking for affordable high-end performance and 

engineering wrapped in beautiful wood veneers and piano 

l acquer finishes, just listen to the chorus of acclaim. They can switch from fast and furious to smooth and 
cosseting n tne blink of an eye and never miss the 
slightest hint of anything lurking in the background” 

- Hi-Fi World October 2008

MONITOR AUDIO Please visit, monitoraudio.co.ukTelephone 0800 0352 032

monitoraudio.co.uk


EVIEWS
Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive t 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lob reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high-performance hi-fi in the world.

ol

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS
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38
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Bowers and Wilkins 684 
loudspeaker
Roksan Kandy K2 CD player 
and integrated amplifier
Pro-Ject USB Box USB DAC

73 Arcam CD17/A38
75

77
79
81

Cambridge Audio Azur 
840C/840A V2
Marantz SA8003/PM8003
Pioneer PD-D9/A-A9
Yamaha CD-SIOOO/A-IOOO

50 Thorens TD700 turntable
54 Unison Research Unico CDE

CD player
58 KEF iQ50 loudspeaker
62 ACS T2 ear-canal earphones

64 Supra Mains Block MDO6-BS/SP
65 True Colours Industries Baby 

Constrictor
65 Wireworld Aurora 52

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

ROUND-UP
MAINS ACCESSORIES £7O-£18O

64 Silverman Labs Clarity I

ONE-BRAND HI-FI SYSTEMS 
£1,2OO-£1,7OO

71 Advance Acoustic MCD403/ 
MAP305 II DA

SOUND
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FEATURES

BUILD

VALUE

after a livelierOur overall conclusion

•ea very good impression in HFC 243. 
:.ame price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 
ng all-rounder in a compact case.

•.¿it vyxn ftX player, th -
17 Mkll M, which has excellent build and

qualify. Cables cost extra and 
competition from single 
chassis designs won't help.

The things we think 
could be better

'ter trying the Heart with the standard 
s we switched over to the Siemens 

jrade, a comparison somewhat muddied by 
e fact that it was a cold for hot swap - the

The things we like most 
about the product

Star ratings for various 
different criteria, like 
sound quality and value 
for money

Advance Acoustic is being very ambitious producing a two- 
box player of this build quality and price. Something just has 
to give and it is the OAC, which can't do justice to the 
tra nsport' s efforts.

" nor an 
. (we liked 

■ point here is 
y to the job of

recomm rrv; ^u

HI-FItHOICE
OVERALL SCORE

a tubes shone
• roug ; . Ce ' iemens-equipped player has an 

•n snappier sound with better timing that 
es with dense material with remarkable 
fidence and ease. It even seems to be

Tub idO rmd .. ,..,,^ cwitised players for tn.. 
money. But few combine dynamics with fine 
timing skills as effectively as this HFC

Jason Kennedy

plenty of inputs. Tran^ort is 
also great value for money.
□ CON
DAC doesn't engage as well as 
the transport with loss of , 
weight and power through the 
bass unless you prize*ne

n pro
Good build and open, lively 
sound from a valve DAC with
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hi-fi in the business.

The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performanee. 
Components scoring 
more than four stars 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE 
magazine

HIFI
magazine

BestBuy
A component 
receiving the coveted 
Hi-Fi Choice Best 
Buy Badge has been 
judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
thereby offering 
outstanding value 
for money.

Turn the page far the mast
rigorous tests of serious

^ftv's Choice
This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
components that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance, regardless 
of cost These products 
may be considered 
among the very best 
of their kind.





Myryad Mi one^box hif system [Review]
Ahead of the crowd
Myryad leads the way with Music Integrated technology

PRODUCT Myryad Mi

TYPE One-box hi-fi system

PRICE El,250

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxO): 35x9x33cm 
Q Weight: 5.Skg Q Oigital outputs: Tosi ink optical, 
RCA phono electricalQ Built-in sources: CO, OAB/FM 
radio Q Inputs: x2, digital x2, iPod O Outputs: 
loudspeakers, headphone, line, digital

CONTACT a 0844 800 8258 GD wwwmyryad.co.uk

A
mazingly, it has been some four years 
since we last saw a new product from 
Myryad. Or maybe not so amazing: one 
of the things we always liked about Myryad's 

products was the way they seemed to be a step 
ahead of the crowd in certain areas, most 
notably styling and features. If the company 
decided it was time to stop developing for a 
while and simply capitalise on its lead by 
selling some nice kit, we can see the point. 
Being taken over by Armour Home Electronics 
presumably allowed some breathing space, too.

But the world soon catches up and the 
question then is how to recapture the lead? 
The answer is the Mi, or 'Music Integrated'. 
It's hard to quibble with the 'Integrated' part 
of the name, as few products manage to cram 
quite so many options into one box. CD, FM 
and DAB radio, iPod connector, optional 
Bluetooth input and amplifier - it's a lot in 
something with an LP-sleeve footprint. LP is 
about the only thing not catered for, in fact, 
but the line inputs could allow for that with an 
external phono stage.

One other feature the Mi doesn't have is 
Internet connectivity. That may seem perverse 
to some, but what in the end does the Internet 
offer right now to the music lover/

Downloadable music is provided for in the 
Mi with the iPod and Bluetooth connections 
- just download to computer or iPod first, 
which is likely to be a lot easier than loading 
direct to audio kit. For the rest, there's Internet 
radio (plentiful, but very often terrible quality) 
and database access. But since the Mi plays 
real CDs rather than 'ripped' versions you've 
presumably got the sleeve, complete with 
track listing and artwork. Anyway, it's got 
excellent support for CD Text, so rnany 
modern CDs will display verbal track titles 
rather than just track numbers.

" .....few products manage to cram quite so 
many options into one box. CD, FM and DAB 
radio, iPod, Bluetooth input and amplifier/"

'Display' - ah, now we're getting warm. You 
see that nice-looking display on the right of the 
unit? It's one of the most attractive features 
we've seen on any audio kit in quite a while. 
A full colour graphic display is a very flexible 
device and Myryad has made the most of it, 
giving not only track number or title but 
beautifully legible indications of what buttons 
do in menu mode (no obsure and fiddly icons) 
and a 'thermometer' indication of how far into 
a track one is. Using the remote, you can scroll 
down a list of tracks, viewing four to one screen 
and buttons on the remote or front panel are 
acknowledged clearly and informatively.

We're talking about CD replay there because 
that's what most writers for Hi-Fi Choice tend 
to default to. But, we are slowly getting used 

to iPods and suchlike and whatever one 
thinks of their sound - of which more in 
a moment - their user interface is typically 
more informative than that of CD. The Mi 
reflects that interface on said screen and 
as a result one ends up with something of 
a 'dream team' - iPod information and 
convenience with hi-fi sound and 
loudspeaker output. All right, other well- 
designed iPod docks exist, but few are quite 
so sleek in this department.

It's easy to dismiss portable music players as 
low-fi because they are so closely associated 

with data-reduced systems such as MP3. Most, 
however, can store uncompressed data (WAV 
files) which contain the same bits as a CD. 
When connected digitally to a device like this, 
the portable device is pretty much a 'bit 
bucket' without a sound of its own and the 
explosion of storage capacity in recent years 
( l 6GB micro-SO card, for example) has made 
uncompressed storage perfectly feasible.

If your music is stored on some other format 
with analogue or digital outputs you're not 
missing out, for the Mi includes two each of 
analogue and digital inputs, the latter optical, 
only. There's even a recording output, plus a 
digital output and a couple of 3.Smm jack 
sockets on the front, one an extra line input, 
the other a headphone output. □
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We spoke with Steve 
Reichert - industry 
veteran and PR 
Manager of Armour 
Home - about 
the Myryad

HFC: We're slightly 

surprised to see a 

product like this with no hard drive 

included. Should we expect one of those 

soon, perhaps? Or does Myryad reckon the 

iPod Fills that need?

Steve Reichert: The Mi is designed to delight all 
lovers of music, including the new generation 
who 'carry their music with them' and want to 
enjoy and share that same music, with even 
greater fidelity, when they relax at home. With 
this in mind, their iPod, or other portable MP3 
device is the perfect source component.

HFC: The digital power amplifier looks 

unfamiliar. Is this Myryad’s own 

development?

SR: The digital output stage is our bespoke 
implementation of some very advanced 
technology from D2Audio.

HFC: Do you feel that a product like this 

can, in principle, rise to the sonic level of 

decent separates these days?

SR: Yes, absolutely. But more than that, the 
Myryad Mi is a direct response to consumer 
demand. Today's music lovers don't just demand 
high performance. They want it from compact, 
stylish boxes that are familiar to operate and 
reflect their lifestyle.

HFC: Why use a flying lead for the iPod 

rather than a dock?

SR: The Mi's large display reflects the iPod's 
own menus, allowing easy, armchair operation 
from across the room. Because owners don’t 
need to see their iPod's display, it allows far 
greater flexibility of placement. Unlike its 
competitors, the Mi can be sited on shelves as 
well as the top of units.

□ And then whatever source you select is 
passed to the power amp, rated at 100 watts 
into 4 ohms (so think 50 watts into 8 ohms). 
Even before we'd read the brochure or removed 
the covers we'd guessed that might be some 
kind of switching amp in the space available, 
and it turns out it's a Pulse Width Modulated 
Class D Digital amplifier, built into a 
particularly diminutive enclosure at the rear.

Everything is kept digital as far as the 
power stage, proof of which can be found in 
the measured figures for jitter, which is lower 
at the loudspeaker output than at the line 
output. The FM tuner function is digital too 
and is handled on the same module as DAB 
reception. Operation is pleasant via either 
the remote or the touch-sensitive buttons on 
the front panel.

SOUND QUALITY

All our enthusiasm for the appearance and 
interface could go for nought if the sound 
doesn't cut it and there's no denying that 
standards are pretty high in this area. The 
Arcam Solo Mini is probably our favourite to 
date, but there are plenty of other competent 
- and more-than-competent - one-box systems 

around in various shapes and forms, within 
sight of the Mi's price. It's a relief, therefore, 
to be able to say that not only is this a good 
unit sonically, but it's a distinctive one, too.

Let's start with CD replay, which at the very 
least has the virtue of being unambiguous 
with no scope for digital compression variables, 
broadcasting foibles and so on. After a cursory 
play with as many of the Mi's features as 
possible, we dug out a few old favourite silver 
discs and got stuck in. It soon became 
apparent that we were hearing a very pleasing 
version of them, but there was at the same 
time no denying that it is still, to be pedantic, 
a version. Specifically, it is a little soft-grained 
and, well, 'cuddly'.

Playing on a regular basis with some of 
he finest hi-fi separates, we at HFC are 
accustomed to the quest for ever greater levels 
of detail and precision in sound reproduction, 
in general an admirable goal. But it's almost as 
if Myryad's designers have consciously taken a 
small step back from that and decided to go for 
the bigger picture, with details left rather more 
to the imagination. If it was a photograph, you 
would guess the photographer had chosen the 
old 'Vaseline on the lens' approach.

HFC: Of all the high-tech features in the Mi, 

which was the hardest to get worked 

out?

SR: Frankly, the most 
difficult aspect of our 
work on the Mi„ was 
fitting all the separate 
parts of the design into 
the space provided.

IMtSQAItn

11 CD Audio 
Track 1

Track 1 of 15
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Myryad Mi oneta hi-fi system [Review]

I s that valid7 At fl,250 for a comprehensive 
system, we feel it is: and we're not embarrassed 
to admit that we greatly enj oyed it. It 
encourages a stress-free, low concentration 
listening experience which is still musically 
i nvolving, a bit in the way your first transistor 
radio/portable cassette/budget turntable was 
- all of those were severely shaky in absolute 
sound quality terms, but they got a message 
across. The Mi is nothing like shaky, it's JUSt not 
as incisive as much modern hi-fi, and it does 
rather prove the point that insight is not 
everything. Oversight is good, tool

You might be wondering what performance 
i s like in terms of rhythm and excitement and

Digital amplification

Some amplifiers are more digital than 
others, but the simple fact is that this 
one has a switching output stage which 
is very efficient and is driven digitally. 
Efficiency doesn't just lead to reduced 
power consumption: it makes consider­
able space savings possible as the large 
heatsink of a conventional amp can be 
replaced by something much smaller. 
Digital drive means that all control, 
including volume and tone controls, is 
done in the digital domain, and ana­
logue sources must be digitised before 
they can be amplified. In practice, 
though, the user doesn't need to know 
about this -what matters is the end 
result, what one hears! - and the only 
giveaway is the unit's size and weight. 
Myryad's digital amp module is one of 
the smallest we've seen, but no doubt 
it will be trumped soon enough - this is 
very much the technology of the future.

"...it's little surprise that performance with an 
iPod source, playing uncompressed material, 
is basically identical to CD."
while it's not quite up to the standard 
of fine separates it's actually rather good. 
The soft focus doesn't extend much into 
the bass, so when someone whacks a drum 
and plucks a bass you get plenty of impact 
and those 50 watts are plenty enough to 
move air convincingly even with quite 
inefficient speakers (we used ATCs for most 
of our listening). What's more, there is 
certainly no bright, hard edge to the treble 
so listening fatigue is low and that surely 
helps in keeping one's attention where it 
should be.

Given what we said above about using an 
iPod as a 'bit bucket', it's little surprise that 
performance with an iPod source, playing 
uncompressed material, is basically identical 
to CD. We felt the line input was a little 
loose and vague in the bass, but the digital 
inputs seemed much closer to CD and, as 
such,very listenable. The only real let-down, 
to our ears, is the FM tuner section which is 
at best only so-so. We've yet to hear a DAB/ 
FM module which turns in more than basic 
FM performance and this one is muffled, 
rather inclined to graininess and distinctly 
coarse in the quality of its background noise. 
DAB performance is good, though.

We ended up with real affection and 
respect for the Mi. It is pleasingly different in 
makeup and operation from anything else 

we've come across and its sound also stands 
out It's probably entirely sensible that 
Myryad has not aimed at the highest 
standards of purity, because in the 
circumstances that would probably have 
failed. Instead, a characterful but musically 
communicative performance nicely 
complements a distinctive package, making 
this a fine choice for exactly the sort of 
application one would guess at - second 
systems, spare room, holiday home... 
anywhere you have a little room for 
indulgence! HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT

CONCLUSION
The Mi does not try to be aLL things to all men. It sets its own 
parameters and succeeds very well within them. In the process 
it sacrifices some audio purity but the overall performance is 
nevertheless highly attractive.

SOUND

****
a pro
Cleverly designed with a very 
good feature set and adorable

FUTURES

*****
user interface, plus distinctive 
and beguiling sound that's 
big on general musical effect.

BUILD

*****
CON

Don't look here for the last 
word in musicalanalysis! FM 
reception is a bit coarse, and 
portable music player 
supportis currently limited 
to iPod devices.

VALUE

*****

HI-FICHOICE ★★★★★OVERALL SCORE k
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Bowers &Wilkins684 loudspeaker [Review]

Pick of the bunch
Bowers and Wilkins's 684 floorstander incorporates much of the company's classy technology

PRODUCT Bowers and Wilkins 684 

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker 

PRICE E699 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 20x91 x30cms 
O Weight lBkg O Drivers: lx 25mm aluminium dome 
tweeter, l x l65mm Kevlar cone bass/mid, lx l 65mm 
cone bass unit O Sensitivity: 90dB O Impedance: 4 
ohms O Separate plinth improves stability 
O Tweeter has alloy dome and rear tube loading 

CONTACT S 01903 221500 ® www.bowers-wilkins.com

W
orthing-based Bowers and Wilkins 
is the world market leader in hi-fi 
loudspeakers. The company has a 
huge selection of models, subdivided in 

numerous different ranges oriented towards 
specific market niches. The 600-series goes 
back further than most and is essentially the 
company's beer budget hi-fi range, 
eschewing such fripperies as real wood 
veneer and (in this latest 68-series guise) 
opting for Chinese manufacture in the 
i nterests of keeping the prices competitive.

First introduced in 2007, there are four 
stereo pairs in the 68-series and the 684 is 
the latest to come in for HFC scrutiny. It's the 
smaller and simpler of two floorstanders and 
costs £200 less than the larger and more 
complex 683 we reviewed back in HFC 304.

Whereas that larger model is a three-way 
design, with bass, midrange and treble drive 
units specifically designed for their duties, 
the 684 is a two-and-a-half-way design, with 
two matching l 65mm bass/mid drivers. The 
lower one is just used to reinforce the bass 
region, while the upper one covers the 
complete bass and midrange part of the 
audio spectrum. Both have cast frames, 
woven Kevlar cones around ll8mm in 
diameter and fixed central 'bullet' phase 
compensating plugs.

The bass loading arrangements used here 
are particularly interesting and unusually 
flexible. Each of the main drivers operates 
i nto its own port-loaded sub-enclosure: the 
bass-only unit works into the larger sub­
enclosure, loaded by a flared front 'flowport'; 
the uppermost bass/mid driver has the 
smaller volume sub-enclosure and its reflex 
' flowport' is located high up on the rear. 
Differences in the sizes of the sub-enclosures 
and the ports ensure that the reflex port 

outputs are set at quite different frequencies. 
Furthermore, Bowers and Wilkins supplies 
two of its 'flexibungs' with each speaker. 
These can either be left whole, in order to 
block a port completely, or their centres 
can be removed, creating a much smaller 
diameter foam-lined port which shifts the 
tuned frequency downward. If our 
calculations are correct, the different

"The &OO^series is the company's beer budget 
hi-fi range, opting for Chinese manufacture in 
the interests of keeping prices competitive."
permutations and combination of bungs and 
ports allows for some nine possible variations 
i n bass alignment. Some might consider this a 
potential source of confusion and indecision, 
but it does at least mean that it should be 
possible to obtain a good room match.

A shiny asymmetric tweeter faceplate, 
doubling as the maker's name badge, looks 
a little strange but gives the rather prosaic 
styling a bit of edge. The diaphragm is a 
rather exposed and vulnerable-looking 25mm 
aluminium dome, with no separate grille 
protection, loaded at its rear by an internal 
tapering tube.

The whole thing weighs a very substantial 
18kg and construction feels very solid and 
hefty. It looks purposeful enough and the 
weight indicates you do get plenty for your 
money. The front panel is textured black, 
optionally covered by a full-height moulded 
frame grille, while the rest is finished in vinyl 
woodprint with a choice of four alternatives: 
'cherry', 'light oak', 'black', and the dark brown 
'wenge' of our samples.

When we reviewed the 683 (HFC 287), no 
plinth was supplied or available, which not 
only handicapped the aesthetic appearance, 
but also made the physical stability very 
marginal. Since then Bowers & Wilkins has 
included plinths with both the 683 and 684, 
which is a significant and worthwhile 
improvement. The plinth supplied here has 
rather sharp corners, but does the job well 
enough, with secure spike accommodation.

Two pairs of terminals enabling bi-wiring are 
sensibly sited quite close to the floor.

SOUND QUALITY

This 684 might be smaller, simpler and less 
costly than the 683, but it actually measures 
rather better, at least under our admittedly 
rather basic and simplistic regime. The far- 
field in-room averaged 'power' response is 

remarkable impressive, holding within 
unusually good + /-4dB limits right across 
the band, from 22Hz to above lSkHz. The 
overall smoothness and evenness is only 
i nterrupted by a minor peak around 800Hz, and 
another in the extreme treble around 13kHz.

Under our room conditions the bottom 
end worked very well with both ports 
unobstructed and the speakers sited well □
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□ clear of walls. Sensitivity is a quite 
generous 90dB, especially since the bass is 
well extended (-6dB @ 22Hz in-room) and 
the easy-to-drive impedance stays above 
6ohms through most of the band (dipping 
marginally below this above lOkHz).

Pair matching is satisfactory enough, 
albeit with minor variations at low 
frequencies and the impedance also shows 
a minor 'glitch' at 950Hz. The front port 
is tuned to 37Hz (28Hz with foam lining). 
while the rear port is tuned to 68Hz 
(50Hz when lined)

As predicted by the in-room responses, 
the 684 delivers an impressively neutral 
and evenhanded sound that's thoroughly 
competent in nearly every respect, even 
though it does reflect its modest price 
and aspirations to some extent.

Interestingly, the mild lack of presence 
energy that seems to be a regular feature 
of most Bowers & Wilkins designs is 
virtually absent on this occasion and in 
this respect the 684 has an attractive 
openness that is not shared by many of its 
stablemates. Rather less happy is the top 
end, which sounds a little too obvious and 
slightly congested, especially as it doesn't 
have the sweetest character through this 
part of the band. Whether that mild 
hardness at the top end is related to the 
upper treble peak which showed up on the 
room measurements is hard to say; it's 
also curious to note that the same peak 
was much less obvious in the 683 model, 
which shares the same tweeter.

That combination of an open presence 
and slightly coarse top end means that the 
684 sounds happiest when operating 
at modest levels, which suits its 
fundamentally open neutrality particularly 
well. Start winding up the volume and 
although the speaker hangs together

Flared front Flowport

Twin terminal pairs 
permit bi-wiring

Uppermost Kevlar 
driver covers bass and 
midrange

Lower Kevlar cone driver 
operates over the bass only 
aided by the port below

"As predicted by in-room responses, the 684 
delivers an impressively neutral and even^ 
handed sound that's thoroughly competent."
very well, delivering a powerful bottom 
end foundation, the mid and top moves 
progressively out of its comfort zone and 
starts to sound harder and more edgy, 
betraying the inevitably compromised 
ingredients of a budget speaker.

The dynamic performance - specifically the 
limitations thereof - is the other factor that 
constrains the performance of this speaker. 
While dynamic range per se is satisfactory 
enough, there is clear room for improvement 
- subtle low-level detail, such as the fine 
texture of orchestral instruments, tend to be 
masked. Stereo images focus well laterally, 

but depth perspectives are somewhat limited 
and ambient information isn't very well 
resolved. Furthermore there's also a clear 
lack of overall dynamic tension. Again this is 
quite normal for a speaker of this type, but 
remains a limitation nonetheless.

The above criticisms should not be 
taken as harsh. When its reasonable 
price is taken into account, this is 
actually a very good loudspeaker 
delivering a fine all round performance 
with an unusually smooth and neutral 
overall tonal balance. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT M
SOUNO

****
EASE OF ORIVE

*****
BUILD

VALUE

*****

o pro
Tonal balance is impressively 
smooth and even, delivering 
superior neutrality with nicely 
open voicing. Good sensitivity 
is combined with fine, flexible 
bass extension and an easy 
amplifier load.
□ CON
Dynamic capabilities are 
somewhat limited. Bass is 
weighty but lacks some tonal 
discrimination.

CONCLUSION
A fine all-round performer at a very realistic price, this 
floorstander has an impressively smooth and even tonal 
balance. It sounds nicely open at modest levels but the top end 
can become congested when the volume is turned up

Hl^FI HOICE * ****
OVERALL SCORE
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You've found it!
Looking for (probably!) the best addition to your

Home Entertainment system that also offers real value for money 
Then the Atacama Equinox range of English handmade 

Hi-Fi & AV Equipment supports are for you!

Atacama
Multi-Media Furniture : Where beauty and balance converge

For more information or to find your nearest retailer, please visit: 
www.atacama-audio.co.uk or call 01455 283 251
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RoksanKandy K2 CD player and integrated amplifier [Review]

The Ascent of K2
Roksan significantly upgrades its high-end starter combination

PRODUCT Roksan Kandy K2 

TYPE CD player and amplifier 

PRICE £750 each

KEY FEATURES (CD player) Size: (WxHxD) 43.2x9x38cm 
O Weight: 9kg O Digital outputs: l x 75 ohm coaxial.
l x AES/EBU XLR, l x Tosi ink optical Analogue outputs: 
l x RCA phono O (Amp) Size: (WxHxD) 43.2xl0.2x38cm 
O Weight: l4kg O Outputs: l x preamp, l x tape, l x 
headphone O Inputs: 5x line-level, l x MM phono O 
Power rating: 12 5 watts /8 ohms

CONTACT e 020 8900 6801 "" www.kandyline.co.uk

F
or those in the know, K2 is the name of 
one of the tallest and, therefore, most 
frightening mountains on Earth. It also 
happens to be the appellation that Roksan has 

chosen for its most recent iteration of the 
Kandy CD player and integrated amplifier. 
However, unlike the scary precipices and 
fathomless drops that await you on the real-life 
K2, the only danger you possibly face from its 
namesakes is a broken toe if you drop one of 
the substantial cases on your foot: the 
amplifier weighs 14kg and the CD player is no 
lightweight, topping the scales at 9kg.

As well as being weighty, these units are also 
i mpressive-looking (not unlike the mountain, 
itself) . Whereas the look of most British hi-fi, is 
probably best described as prosaic, the Kandy's 
elegant new designs will ensure that they 
catch the eye on the dealers' shelves. And the 
appearance is not just a matter of providing 
eye candy: the designer has addressed many 

elements that affect the whole 'user experience' 
- to use that loathsome expression - including 
the layout and tactility of the controls and 
ensuring that the amplifier will provide decent 
performance from a variety of loudspeakers. The 
K2 amplifier has been engineered to 'punch 
above its weight' and can power loudspeakers 
that would not usually be too happy being 
connected to an integrated, even one that claims 
to deliver 120 watts per channel into eight ohms.

"Pan of this remodelling process produced 
significant sound quality improvements over 
previous award-winning Kandy models."

And here is an important distinction: the K2 
models should not be regarded as budget 
high-end designs; instead, Roksan says, they 
represent high-end designs that have been 
re-engineered to enable them to be more 
affordable. Parts of this remodelling process - 
such as the revised circuit board layouts - 
conveniently also produced significant sound 
quality improvements over the previous, well- 
received and award-winning Kandy models.

A small point, but one that demonstrates 
the care that was taken with making these 
components user-friendly is the position of 
the mains switch, which is placed within 

easy reach, but such that it will not easily 
be operated by accident. The switch is 
relocated from the conventional back panel 
position, which can pose access problems 
for some rack users and sited on the left­
hand corner of the base panel, where it is 
also effectively out of sight, but easy to 
reach if needed. We, however, kept both 
components powered up for the duration 
of this review.

We auditioned the K2s driving Neat 
Momentum 4i floorstanders, which are, 
(despite not being technically challenging) 
candid, revealing loudspeakers whose 
performance capabilities demand a musically 
sympathetic amplifier that can adequately 
drive and maintain firm control over them. 
The amplifier and CD player were supported 
on Quadraspire Sunoko Vent racks and all 
cabling was from the Chord Company.

SOUND QUALITY
Starting with a selection of tracks from 
Radiohead's Pablo Honey CD, the K2 □

RoHS Compliant

RoHS Compliant

ROKSAN
KANDY COMPACT DISC PLAYER

ROKSAN
kKANDY INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER
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We spoke to Roksan 
designer Touraj 
Moghaddam about the 
development of the K2 
system.

HFC: How important 

an issue was cost 

when it came to the 

K2 combi?

Touraj Moghaddam: The requirement to keep 
down the costs of the K2 products meant that 
there was no way, for example, that we could use 
multiple circuit boards in the CD player so we had 
to design a single board that would accommodate 
all the components. We also wanted to eliminate 
the signal, data and power cables used to link the 
different circuits. These requirements turned out to 
be a blessing rather than a curse because the 
revised design resulted in significant improvements 
in the player's performance.

HFC: What other improvements are there?

TM: The new DAC is now located close to the 
control section and is controlled by a custom-made 
master clock. We have updated the CD drive and 
data acquisition systems to ensure that we extract 
an accurate copy of the data from the disc and the 
revisions to the power supply regulation mean that 
we achieve the highest signal integrity with the 
lowest amount of noise interference. Most of these 
improvements came about as a result of the 
development work we were doing on the upcoming 
top-of-the-range Platinum CD player. We realised 
that by using these techniques not only would the 
K2 CD benefit from better performance and long 
term reliability, but it would also be easier to 
manufacture. This ensured the new design would 
be within budget despite the extra cost of some of 
its new components.

What methods do you employ to minimise 

noise interference?

We also use a single PCB in the K2 amplifier and, 
again, we have managed to extract a fantastic 
performance from it through a simple optimisation 
strategy. For example, we keep the power 
transformer and rectifier circuits well away from the 
audio circuits, which minimises noise interference. 
And the careful routing and shape of the power 
tracks on the board ensures stable 
operation, while having the motorised 
volume control located in the middle of 
the preamplifier circuits helps keep the 
signal path very short and clean. To 
maintain the cleanliness of the signal 
path we do not use any low-level cables 
to carry audio.

How has the amp been tweaked?

The preamplifier section is now 
optimised to ensure its performance 
matches the new power amplifier 
section, which has been improved to 
produce higher and cleaner power with 
even better loudspeaker control.

□ system demonstrates its dynamic balance, 
deftly contrasting the often fragile quality of 
Thom Yorke's voice alongside his robust 
power chords, not favouring either element 
over the other, but presenting the music as 
a thoroughly coherent and integrated 
performance. This amplifier displays fine 
control throughout the entire frequency 
spectrum. The Neat Momentums can be 
quick to expose any weaknesses in this 
respect; their isobaric bass arrangement will 
highlight any flabbiness in the low end and 
the tweeters can sound rather overexposed if 
the top end isn't well controlled and 
smoothly integrated with the mid-band.

Similarly they will take delight in revealing 
any shortfall in musical coherence, if, for 
example the system does not render pitch, 
rhythm and timing information such that the 
music flows correctly, or if the temporal 
progression of the music is interrupted by 
detailing that distracts the listener (which is 
why listening to a transistor radio can often 
be more musically persuasive and rewarding 
than a high-end hi-fi).

The Radiohead CD, which brims with 
potentially distracting elements that can 
cause a disjointed presentation, comes across 
with agreeable cogency and a thoroughly 
natural flow with all the detail tightly knitted 
i nto the music's structure.

The way the system handles bass guitar 
demonstrates how it can both separate and 
combine elements: while the bass line 
coheres and drives the songs along perfectly, 
i t would be easy for someone who was 
learning that instrument to listen exclusively 
to that part of the arrangement and in 
appreciable detail, too.

The same delicacy and openness is apparent 
on the beautifully recorded Renata 
Youngblood CD The Side Effects of Owning 
Skin, where the predominantly acoustic 
instruments exhibit rich timbre and substance 
to match the expressive and dynamic range of 
the young singer/songwriter's wonderfully 
communicative voice.

Continuing to play independent, minor 
label discs, the system also manages to 
display instrumental timbre with fine acuity
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Roksan Kandy K2 CO player and integrated amplifier [ Review ]

when differentiating between the characters 
of the various electric and electro-acoustic 
guitars on the eponymous Nils Lofgren 
Bond Live CD. This double album is not 
spoiled by banks of studio electronics 
processing all the life and vitality out of the 
music. The Roksan pairing delights in such 
recordings, burying itself deeply in the wealth 
of musical detail they present. It seizes holdDITORENCES...

Quite apart from the obvious cosmetic 
differences between the Kandy K2 
models and their predecessors, there 
have been significant improvements 
made under the bonnet of both the CD 
player and the amplifier.

The K2 CD player uses a newer 
generation of the Sanyo-manufactured 
dedicated CD mechanism, which connects 
to a new generation Burr Brown DAC, the 
PCM 1798, along with a custom-built 
master clock.

The amplifier now uses the Swiss-made 
signal and power relays from the 
Platinum range, while the power 
amplifier stage uses the same input 
transistors as the Caspian amplifiers. 
The power supply has also undergone 
worthwhile improvements including 
upgraded rectifier diodes and smoothing 
capacitors. The amplifier also benefits 
from a massive, centrally positioned 
heatsink, which physically divides the 
toroidal mains transformer on one side 
of it from the electronics on the other.

Finally, the preamplifier and power 
amplifiers stages have been fine-tuned 
further to ensure that they work 
together optimally.

"It delivers the sort of performance 
that will satisfy both the music 
aficionado and the hi^fi enthusiast."
of timing subtleties just as eagerly and 
delivers the sort of performance that will 
satisfy both the music aficionado and the hi-fi 
enthusiast It's fascinating, having heard 
Lofgren talk about the problems that he and 
many other guitarists encounter reining in 
their enthusiasm and playing in strict time, 
to hear him getting 'out of the pocket' and 
pushing subtly ahead of the beat And in 
the track 'Message', the forceful and graphic 
way the K2 components reveal the contrast 
between the effects-laden guitar and the 
pristine cleanliness of the drum-kit and bass 
i s breath-taking the distortion and delay 
on the guitar muddying the leading edges 
and decay of notes while the drums, in 
particular, punch through the mix with 
absolute clarity leaving you in doubt about 
how or exactly when they are being hit. 
Even the constant fizz ofTimm Biery's ride 
cymbal reveals distinct pulses that show 
when it is being struck.

And playing at front-row SPLs, the K2 

amplifier maintains its grip on the 
Momentums, right across their extensive 
bandwidth, whether it's Wade Matthews' 
bass orTimm Biery's drums exercising the 
i sobaric bass drivers or Lofgren's bouncing 
guitar harmonics working the tweeters.

Similarly the system allows the Nairn CD 

Hands on Heart, ofTim Hugh playing a 
selection of works on his cello to reveal the 

wide range of expression, dynamics and tone 
that skilled hands and a bow can wrest from 
four strings. This K2 impresses with the sheer 
breadth of tonal colour it reveals in his 
powerful, but understated playing, along with 
the realistic, appropriately scaled portrayal it 
creates of the piano accompaniment Even 
the Wigmore Hall applause sounds 
completely true-to-life 1

I n short, the K2 system delivers musical 
delicacy and drama in flawlessly balanced 
proportion... and for a very reasonable outlay. 
That it looks so polished and presentable is 
an added bonus. HFC

Malcolm Steward

VERDICT
SOUND □ PRO*****
IEAWRES

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

The K2 combination delivers 
a delightfully balanced 
performance. These relatively 
inexpensive, but substantial 
components absolutely reek 

. of high-end class.

£ CON
With this sort of highly 
capable and enjoyable 
performance on offer at this 
price it would honestly be 
churlish to pick fault.

CONCLUSION
This is a very sophisticated combination whose performance 
should satisfy even the most critical of listeners. The previous 
generation Kandy amplifier was outclassed by the CD player 
but this pairing is far more equally matched.

HI-FICHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE

l www.techradar.com/483 697(CD)/483722( a m p )
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PRODUCT Pro-Ject USB Box

TYPE USB DAC

PRICE £75

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 10.3x3.8xl4.l cm
O Weight: 540g O Outputs: 1 x RCA phono socket
O USB-input: Digital serial data protocol USB 1.1
O Operating systems: Windows. MacOS and Linux
O AD converter: 16-Bit Delta Sigma

CONTACT e 01235 Slll66 0 www.project-audio.com

Project USB Box USB DAC ( Review ]
Box of delights
The future of USB hi-fi has arrived

I
n an age in which we are all submerging 
under stuff - electronic stuff being 
probably the worst offender - Pro-Ject's 
space-saving miniature series of 'Boxes' clearly 

has the makings of a Very Good Thing. You 
might think that you can't get much in a metal 
box the thickness of three CD jewel cases and 
rather smaller in footprint, but Pro-Ject has 
managed to get a power amp in one, a two- 
input line preamp in another, headphone and 
phono amps in a further couple: and in this 
one, a dedicated USB-only DAC.

Not that space was the problem here. Thanks 
not least to a handy little integrated circuit 
from Burr-Brown - one of the big names in 
digital audio chips - Pro-Ject has managed to 
fit the entire circuit on a board with a surface 
area of some 26 square centimetres. Were it 
not for the height of a couple of output 
coupling capacitors and the output sockets, 
the board would comfortably fit in a Swan 
Vestas matchboxl

Rather more sensibly, though, Pro-Ject has 
put it in a robust metal case, with a choice of 
black or silver front panels available. On the 
rear are a pair of phono outputs and one of the 
smaller variants (why there's more than one 
type is an enduring mystery) of USB input.

There's no power connection at all, as power is 
taken from the USB line. That saves hassle and 
expense, but does impose one restriction: the 
power coming down a USB cable is delivered 
at only SV, so unless trouble is taken to step 
this up the maximum audio output will be 
limited to only a volt or so - in fact Pro-Ject 
quotes 0.775V - and you'll need to advance 
your amp's volume control a bit. But 
practically all modern amps have enough 
gain range for that.

"The sound has a real snap to it and while 
bass extension may not be the ultimate, it's 
good enough to deliver plenty of impact../ ’
SOUND QUALITY

The beauty of USB is that you just plug in and 
go. It sets itself up and that's it - in principle. 
Actually it may not be quite that simple.
Depending on your computer and the software 
installed on it, you may or may not have 'kernel 
streaming' drivers which ensure a bit-accurate 
output via USB. Pro-Ject had omitted these 
with our unit, but assures us they will normally 
be supplied: luckily we already had them 
installed. There can also be occasional 
problems getting output via new audio 
hardware, usually because of the multiplicity 
of software settings which won't all necessarily 
be changed automatically by the new 
hardware as it installs itself.

Still, we had no trouble getting our sample 
working and were rewarded with some very 
lively sounds. 'Lively' is very much the key with 
this DAC. It isn't always the most subtle device 

around but it does get on down and boogie 
without any reservations at all. The sound has 
a real 'snap' to it and while bass extension may 
not be the ultimate, it's certainly more than 
good enough to deliver plenty of impact when 
a drummer whacks something hard.

That's the plus side. The minus side is that 
detail stop some way short of fabulous, though 
it's arguably as good as one might dare to 
hope for at £75. You can hear most of the way 
into a mix, but the highest precision of timbre, 

and of both tonal and spatial definition, 
escapes the USB Box. Tonal balance, however, 
is good, with just a hint of brightness but a 
very neutral midrange.

For the price of a mid-range pair of 
interconnects, the USB Box delivers a 
performance which we are happy to call 
excellent value. It gets on with most music, 
but its lively and engaging ways best suit it 
to rock, upbeat Jazz and other energetic styles. 
As a budget upgrade to a computer sound 
system, or indeed partnered with a cheap 
laptop as a budget sound server system, it's 
hard to beat. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND
**** »

FEATURES
**

BUILD
****

VALUE
*****

□ PRO
A fuss-free unit that takes 
up minimal space and offers 
clean, full-bandwidth 
sound, enthusiastically 
presented with plenty of 
energy and verve.

□ CON
Detail isn't the best available, 
and stereo imaging can be a 
touch vague at times. Low 
output level compared with 
most modern kit.

CONCLUSION
With no user controls in sight, this unit aims only at doing a 
simple job well. Within the context of its price, we're happy 
to hail it a success: a handy adjunct to any computer-based 
audio system.

HI-FICHOICE ★★★★★
OVERALL SCORE
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AWARDS
WHAT Hl R?

ATLAS CablesUnless you try, you'll never know.
I atlascables.com

Atlas (Scotland) Limited Unit 1, Block 11, Glenfield Place, Glencairn Industrial Estate, Kilmarnock, Scotland, KA1 4AZ Tel/Fax +44 (0)1563 572666.
For more information visit www.atlascables.com or call 0800 731 1140 (U.K. only) or +44 (0)1563 572666

Atlas Equator 
HiFi Interconnects 2002 & 2003

Hi-FiNews
Atlas Navigator All Cu

Is this the best improvement 
you'll ever make to your system?

brennan JB7 BEST BUY

One button 
plays your entire 
music collection...
The JB7 stores up to 2,500 CDs in the space 
of a hardback book. JB7 lets you find and play music 
in seconds. The large bright display and remote control 
allow you to play your entire music collection from your armchair. 
Maybe the best thing is the way JB7 finds and plays long 
forgotten tracks in your CD collection

Get the whole story at www.3ga.org.uk
Or call 01638615117
Introductory offer - Quote HFC08 for free delivery.

It takes under five minutes to load a CD. The brennan JB7 has a 
30W per channel stereo amplifier or you can use it with your 
existing amplifier. Prices from £299.

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 

020 8946 1528 or shop@obrienhifi.com 

Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com
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status F A fl 0 \ Avid
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SUBSCRIBE NOW!
c» boxset

- T UE ULTIMATI-:

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice this month and receive The Ultimate 
Classical CD boxset. It features many of the popular classics from 
composers such as Bach, Handel, Vivaldi, Mozart, Beethoven, 
together with a selection of film soundtracks from The Lord of the 
Rings, Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, Star Wars and many others.

Discs 1 and 2 feature orchestral favourites, discs 3 and 4 provide 
opera highlights and disc 5 is a selection of music from the movies. 
In all, 74 tracks over five discs and they' re all yours when you 
subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice.

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice for just £11.24 per quarter with
Direct Debit. That's a saving of 11 per cent off the cover price!

CLASSICAL 
BOX

>

THE ONLY CLASSICAL ALBUM 
YOU WILL EVERNEED!

5 CDs

Why subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice?
) An 11 per cent saving off the newsstand price

) In depth news, reviews, Ultimate Group Tests and 
features on the latest audio equipment

) 13 issues a year delivered direct to your door!

) Receive The Ultimate Classical boxset 5 disc set

Order online at:
wwwimyfavouritemagazmes.eo.uk/hfc/P051
Or call: 0844 848 2852
Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm

Overseas subscriptions
If you live outside the UK please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices
TERMSAND CONDITIONS: You will receive 13 issues per year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. Offer is only available for new UK subscribers. paying via Direct Debit. In the event that the gift 

advertised becomes out of stock due to unexpectedly high demand or otherwise unavailable for reasons beyond our control, we will provide an alternative gift of equivalent price and quality. Gift offer limited 

to the first 100 subscribers. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. If at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in writing and we will refund you for 

all unmailed issues.
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Thorens 10700 turntable, arm and canridge [ Review ]

Plug 'n' play
A user-friendly turntable offering fuss-free performance... and more

PRODUCT Thorens TD700

TYPE Turntable, arm and cartridge

PRICE £875

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD):46.5x14.5 x35cm
O Weight: 10.1 kg O Belt driven from AC synchronous 
motor O Electronic speed change (33 and 45 rpm)
O Comes fitted with Thorens TP42 tonearm and Audio
Technica AT95E cartridge

CONTACT S 01753 652669 G www.ukd.co.uk

T
horens has always been an 
immediately recognisable name in 
turntables for those of a certain age. 
For baby-boomers the name, along with AR, 

Walker, Fons, Logic and Anston has the same 
magical resonance as Linn, Rega, Garrard and 
SME. Thorens, however, stands above all the 
rest because, not least, the company has been 
around for 125 years. Turntables, such as the 
TD160 represent contemporary history: 
perhaps more Conran than Bauhaus, but Just 
as significant as the latter. Even though 
today's market is dominated by the Czech­
built Pro-Ject designs, Thorens decks have a 
certain gravitas and an undeniable legacy 
that absolutely demands respect

As a business, the company has seen its 
ups and downs in recent times, but now 
seems to have been resolutely grasped and 
brought into the 21 st Century under the 
dynamic CEO-ship of Heinz Rohrer. The UK 
distribution has been awarded to UKD and 
the brand looks set for an appropriately 
noteworthy, but suitably discrete re-entry 
into the British market

We are looking here at one of the new 
generation of Thorens record players, the 
TD700. We say record players because the 
TD700 comes already kitted out to play 
records only minutes after you've removed it 
from its packaging. It is fitted with a Thorens 
TP42 tonearm and an Audio Technica AT95E 
moving-magnet cartridge, which was a 
favourite audiophile starter cartridge thirty 
years ago. It's rewarding and reassuring to see 
that it's still around and popular.

Unlike many of its modern-day rivals, the 
TD700 sticks with a traditional design. 
There's no skeletal, Perspex plinth to be seen 
here, for example, although Thorens has 
introduced acrylic plinths models into its 
range. There's simply a straightforward 

rectangular fibre board plinth to which the 
mechanics, the electronics and the tonearm 
are fixed. If you want to be stylistically 
different, however, you can specify one of 
four finishes for your turntable - the review 
sample was black, but the deck can also be 
delivered in red, silver, or blue.

The TD700 is a completely fuss-free design 
to set up. In fact, the words 'set up' overstate 
what needs to be done and only truly apply 
to adjusting the tonearm settings. All the 
deck then needs is a low-voltage power 
connection on the rear of its plinth - supplied 
by a wall-wart - and a connection to an 

"The mechanical aspects of the turntable are 
fairly typical; it is belt driven by a synchronous 
AC motor with electronic speed change."
amplifier (phono input, of course,) or phono 
preamplifier from the sockets behind the 
tonearm. Thorens supplies a suitable cable for 
this task.

The mechanical aspects of the turntable are 
fairly typical of the breed; it is belt driven by a 
synchronous AC motor with electronic speed 
change. The belt drives a sub-platter, upon 
which sits a substantial acrylic outer platter 
This is topped off with a thin, floppy felt mat.

Thorens recommends siting the deck on "a 
sturdy piece of furniture" so we utilised a 
Quadraspire Sunoko Vent stand. This excellent 
stand also supports the rest of our system, 
including the Funk Vector LP12. Unlike the 
LPl 2, though, the deck has no suspension: 
instead its plinth rests on three compliant feet.

Care needs to be taken with supporting this 
turntable because the way the feet are laid out 
seems to affect their efficacy: the two at the 
front appear to tolerate a finger tapping 
reasonably firmly on the plinth, while the 
single foot at the rear seems less successful; 
any tapping along the rear of the plinth 
provoked stylus skipping.

It's also worth considering only using the lid 
to cover the turntable when it is not in use. 
The hinges are not especially smooth in 
operation and, anyway, we've always 

preferred the sound of decks with their lids 
completely removed for serious listening.

We auditioned the Thorens through the 
phono input of a Roksan Kandy K2 amplifier 
feeding a pair of NEAT Motive 1 loudspeakers 
through Chord Company Epic cables.

SOUND QUALITY

As noted above, the TD700 is supplied with 
an acrylic platter covered with a thin felt mat, 
so we simply have to try dispensing with the 
latter. The sound of discs placed directly on 
the platter is less musically enjoyable and 
cosmetically not so appealing. Then we 

substitute an (acrylic) Funk Firm Achromat 
and discover that that it works its usual 
magic, particularly with bass guitar, adding 
weight, tone and definition to the instrument. 
It adds an appreciable degree of precision 
and control to music overall as well. We 
reckon that discriminating listeners might 
consider the addition is worth the £60 it adds 
to the price. Out of interest we substitute a 
Linn felt mat in place of the standard Thorens 
mat: this too improves the performanee but 
not to the same extent The TD700 certainly 
seems ripe for tuning, though. Then we 
remember that this is not an article devoted 
to turntable tweaks...

As supplied, however, the TD700 gives a 
respectable account of itself playing music 
that ranges from Dr John through classical 
organs and choirs to Art Pepper. Pianos sound 
secure in terms of pitch, which is always a 
good sign, and when a double bass player 
begins mirroring the pianist's left hand the 
two instruments remain distinct and 
individual. Further up the spectrum things 
don't always seem as well organised, though; 
there's an occasional hint of distortion 
creeping in on energetic vocals and busy 
guitar work, especially when these occur close 
to the end of a side. Cl
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HFC: We counted a dozen different 

turntables on your web site. Why does 

Thorens have such a complex range?

HR: Thorens is distributed in around 40 countries 
worldwide and different markets have differing 
fashions and requirements. In some markets the 
acrylics are more important to sales, while in some 
others the TD160HD and TD350 are the key 
sellers. The UK has always been a complicated 
market in that its requirements are generally 
simple. That sounds peculiar, but in most markets 
sound quality is just one of the reasons why the 
retailers and consumers buy particular products. 
In the UK the sound quality aspect is amazingly 
high on the scale of importance. That is certainly 
not a bad thing as it pushes all manufacturers 
harder to deliver products that perform. It also 
means that a brand usually needs fewer models in 
the UK than it might elsewhere.

We spoke to Heinz 
Rohrer, Managing 
Director and CEO of 
Thorens about the 
company and its 
products.

HFC: Do you use the TP42 tonearm to 

differentiate your offering from that of 

other manufacturers who used Rega-sourced 

arms or do you simply not like them?

HR: Indeed we use Rega OEM arms on our 
turntables - for instance, on the award-winning 
TD160HD. But, being realistic, they are too 
expensive to use on the TD700 turntable. 
That would mean compromising on other areas 
of the design. There are elements at which the 
TD700 excels - pitch accuracy, for instance, 
- and that is a combination of mainly platter, 
belt, motor and speed control. We could 
certainly reduce the costs to spend more 
on the tonearm, but then playing piano 
recordings, as one example, might not 
be nearly so enjoyable. The TP42 is | 
in excellent balance with the 
overall design of the TD700. S
Turntable design is like 
most other elements „ 
of hi-fi design 
in that synergy is ' 
absolutely critical.

I Tk ak 

you been in charge

at Thorens?

Heinz Rohrer: I took over control at Thorens 
around eight years ago and have been rebuilding 
the product range and the sales since then. It's not 
quite a case of "I liked the product so much I 
bought the company" but that's not too far from 
the truth. It's no secret that Thorens suffered from 
the success of CD, but we have rebuilt the brand 
name and the sales and are just beginning the next 
stage of our strategy. We'll say more on that at the 
Munich show next year.

□ Time to drop some science' We decide to 
try an age-old ploy to refine and elevate the 
performance of the AT95E. We remove the 
stylus assembly and apply a judicious couple 
of drops of that famous rigidity-enhancing 
chemical C6H7N02, otherwise known as 
SuperGlue, to help it connect better to the 
cartridge body. It works a treat and, combined 
with a precise realignment of the cartridge in 
the headshell we even have the inexpensive 
AT95E tracking organ and madly dynamic 
piano torture tracks without flinching.

The TD700/ AT95E combination might 
not have the leading edge attack of a top­
flight deck, but then neither does it have 
the typically stratospheric price tag that 

accompanies such machinery. Nonetheless 
it can replay music with a more than decent 
sense of pace and energy; it definitely 
does not suffer from being laid-back as Art 
Pepper's up-tempo track Straight Life 
convincingly demonstrates.

Neither is it wanting in terms of dynamics: 
it puts in a very fine showing on that Art 
Pepper Meets the Rhythm Section LP, 
carefully sifting through Philly Joe Jones' 
drumming, Paul Chambers' bass and Red 
Garland's piano looking for - and uncovering 
- the slightest change in level in any 
instrument It is similarly fluent in portraying 
Pepper's saxophone, delivering it rich with 
tone and timbre. On this brilliantly recorded
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ThorensTD700 turntable, arm and canridge [ Review ]

Acrylic platter topped 
off with a thin, floppy

The turntable is belt 
driven by a synchronous 
AC motor

an Audio Technica AT95E 
moving magnet cartridge

The finish is available 
in either black, red, 
silver or blue

1957 LP the Thorens seems at its most 
persuasive and comfortable.

Having a I ready tried a coupie of tweaks on 
this deck there is one further alteration we 
are keen to assess and that is to see how the 
deck responds to a more sophisticated

"...there is one further alteration we were 

keen to assess and that is to see how the deck 

responds to a more sophisticated cartridge."

The Balancing Act

This turntable's performance and ability 
to be upgraded are both products of the 
fundamentally well-balanced nature of 
the design.

This begins with the rudimentary 
components such as the drive chain: a low 
voltage, AC synchronous motor delivers 
ample torque along with low levels of 
vibration through the standard Thorens 
drive belt to the substantial platter, which 
is supported by a fmely polished bearing 
to ensure low levels of rumble. These 
elements combine to provide excellent 
speed stability and fme pitch coherence 
with no dynamic wow or flutter. As a 
result, piano music exhibits none of the 
watery, unsteady pitch that other decks 
often deliver.

Equally, the TP42 tonearm shows itself 
to be capable of accepting much higher 
performance cartridges than the one 
supplied. We suspect that it would happily 
accommodate even moving coils such 
as the Dynavector DV10-X5. Usefully, its 
height can be adjusted to allow for setting 
the VTA when fitting such cartridges or 
when swapping turntable mats. 

cartridge, the popular and widely respected 
Goldring 1042.

The better cartridge allows the deck 
to perform with greater delicacy and 
expression - a delicacy that the inexpensive 
AT95E merely hints is there. Instrumental 
timbre, for example, takes on more delicate 
hues and the sound as a whole becomes 
more secure: you tend to avoid those 
edge-of-the-seat moments that the AT can 
deliver on hard-to-track discs. The 1042 
sounds more firmly planted in the groove 
and, accordingly, the music sounds freer 
and easier.

Then we substitute a pair of £30 Chord 
Company Crimson interconnects for the 
supplied leads and realise another marked 
improvement. Our only failure comes with 
sitting the deck's feet on CD cases, which 
often provides improvements but only, it 
seems, with items that have no built-in 
isolation. Here the cases destroy the music's 
timing, upsetting the temporal balance 
between the instruments.

Ultimately, the Thorens TD?OO delivers a very 
respectable musical performance for what is an 
unduly expensive record player straight out of its 
box. The fact that you can then easily improve on 
the deck's performance with a small amount of 
tweaking is definitely an added bonus.HFC

Malcolm Steward

CONCLUSION
The TD700, which is a sturdy, thoroughly no-nonsense design, 
absolutely maintains Thorens' heritage and turns in a 
dependable, enjoyable performance. A better cartridge (than 
the one supplied) will also enhance the performance.

VERDICT
SOUND

****
□ PRO
The Thorens performs well for 
those who just want to take it 
out of the box and play records. 
but it is also responsive to 
being tweaked and upgraded, 
which is good news for more 
enthusiastic users.

FEATURES

****
BUILD

**** □ CON
It works best when its stylus is 
fixed in place, though the best 
option might be just to replace 
the cartridge.

VALUE

*****

HHICHmCE +++*
OVERALL SCORE

www.techradar.com/483543
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Unison Research Unico COE CD player [ Review ]

Crystal clear
The Unison Research COE marks an evolution in high-end CD players

PRODUCT Unison Research Unico CDE
TYPE CD player
PRICE £ 1,950
KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43xl3x43cm
O Weight: 12kg O Digital outputs: lx 96Hz, lx AES 3, lx IEC60958 (S/PDIF) O Analogue outputs: lx RCA stereo, l x XLR stereo O Large graphical display with advanced option menu accessible from remote handset.
CONTACT Q 01753 652669 €9 www.ukd.co.uk

U
nison Research in Northern Italy now has an extensive track record in valve and hybrid power audio electronics, including amplifiers, the associated Opera loudspeaker brand (which is many ways comparable in stature with Sonus faber) and CD players. The company's new Unico COE disc spinner is the latest addition to the company's high-end components and was first introduced in Italy in April 2008. Arriving in the UK slightly later, it has reportedly, and deservedly, established itself as a strong seller, thanks in part to its sonic performance, cutting-edge componentry and exceptional build quality.The Unico COE was developed from the earlier £1,495 Unico CD (reviewed and awarded Best Buy status in HFC 295), but now has a larger chassis and an improved TEAC CD5010A transport mechanism. In its current configuration it utilises a new four-valve output stage using ECC83s (12AX7) in a double triode parallel cathode follower configuration.In other respects, this is a typically idiosyncratic offering from Unison Research, which is upgradable and includes the ability to accept internal DAC modifications on a 

small PC board that can be readily fitted once the top cover has been unzipped. The Unison factory also supplied the DAC upgrade for this test - see boxout on the next page - a very reasonably priced unit, which co-exists piggy-back fashion with the original equipment DAC. The latter is a Crystal CS4392 unit which operates at 24 bit/96kHz, either of which can be selected using a front panel menu.The upgrade DAC_OP2 (option) board is a simple auto-configuring plug-and-play board which uses the same Crystal CS8420 
"The Unico COE was developed from the earlier 

Unico CD, but with a larger chassis and 

improved TEAC CD501 OA transport mechanism."

receiver as the standard converter, but whose main active component is the well regarded Wolfson Micro WM8740, used here as a dual­mono, dual-differential design.That's the plus side, but there is another view. It may seem unfair to criticise any player such as this for not being what it was never intended to be, but it is regrettable that the Unico doesn't cater for SACD. After all, experience shows that SACD can be included on players without noticeable detriment to CD replay performanee.The back panel repays examination. There are two main pairs of analogue outputs, one single-ended, the other balanced on XLR connectors. There is also 

a low and a high output gain switch, the latter adding 9dB of voltage gain using a solid-state opamp at the DA output, ahead of the valve output stage. In addition there is a digital interface, an electrical SPDIF in/ output which can be fed to an offboard D/A. There is also a matching SPDIF digital input, so the player can be used as D/A for an external digital source.For the first 30 seconds after power up, the output is muted, with a countdown timer displayed on the large, but rather low contrast LCD front panel display (its 

backlighting adapts to ambient light conditions). After this, performance continues to improve for the first ten minutes according to the manufacturer; though you may notice some further improvement for at least the first hour, until the player reaches thermal equilibrium. A so-called advanced menu option is available to select the required DAC and for related housekeeping tasks - to reset the DAC or the whole player, for example, for troubleshooting and to switch off the display. After this, the unit responds to a conventional set of controls on the front panel, or using the elaborately crafted remote control, the only slight oddity being that there is no programme Cl
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We spoke with Stefano 
Salvadori - chief 
engineer at Unison 
Research - about the 
Unico CDE

HFC: Can you 

explain some of the 

key ideas that 

underpin the CDE?

Stefano Salvador!: We started the DAC design 
project with a clean sheet of paper and the clear 
understanding that not all newly designed DACs 
sound good. We decided we would choose 
according to how they performed musically, not 
by the measurements. In our development 
programme we started with a single DAC to get 
the basic sound, only at the end of the process 
switching to using two stereo DACs in a dual 
mono layout for reduced noise. We also chose to 
work at higher than normal five volts, the higher 
voltage swing giving better headroom 
and dynamics.

Why did you stick to the Crystal Delta 

Sigma DAC for the baseline converter?

The basic Crystal design that is standard on the 
CDE (E, by the way, stands for Enhancement) is 
still fundamentally a very good design, with 
excellent sound quality and we had to work quite 
hard to achieve noticeably better. In the old CD 
player (the one that preceded the CDE), we used a 
tube output after the DAC with a solid state driver 
to ensure a low impedance output using a 
relatively simple circuit. In this case we doubled 
the valve complement and used ECC83s as a 
cathode follower instead of ECC82s, which 
reduced output impedance, with no gain in the 
output after the DAC.

Can you describe any other changes that 

have been made?

Other improvement include a new mechanism, the 
TeacCD5010A with improved internal shielding and 
the power supply uses a new custom designed 
torroidal transformer with a 100 VA rating, enough 
for many integrated, amplifiers, with eight 
independent voltage regulators.

Have there been any physical improvements 

to the new player over the Unico CD?

Yes, the fascia is bead blasted using small ceramic 
beads, which causes a layer of aluminium oxide 
to form on the surface and this helps 
provide hardening.
The 128 x 64 pixel 
display has a 
backlight that 
adjusts to ambient 
light levels, 
which can be 
switched off using 
the remote control.

________________________

□ play option, though the traditional scan, 
skip and repeat options are on tap.

Build quality is excellent. The case uses 
black finished panels and a well-engineered 
matt aluminium fascia. The internal layout is 
clean, with a minimum of cable runs and a 
well-endowed power supply.

SOUND QUALITY

We're not always enamoured of the sound 
of overtly valve-flavoured audio electronics, 
which sometimes come across, at least, as 
lacking in grip, heavy-handed or soft-edged 
-or a combination of the above. But not in 
this case. The CDE is a well judged design 
that has got it JUSt right. Without being in 
any way obvious about it, this is, above all, 
a relaxed, easy-sounding and genuinely 
musical player that nevertheless gives a broad, 
expansive stereo image and an unusually 
positive impression of musical dynamics - 
never clipped or aggressive, but always cleanly 
articulated and always convincing.

The easy on the ear quality is something 
that often comes as standard with valve 
electronics, but usually there is a price to 
pay. In this case, the achievement is just about 

seamless, the only possible and very mild 
criticism being a hint of softness at the very 
lowest frequency extreme. The mid and treble 
are of a different order - fast, expressive and 
almost luxuriantly coloured at appropriate 
times. Strings for example sound distinctive 
and homogenous in an orchestral setting 
without being homogenised. Vocals have a 
real passion and purity and piano has the 
right mix of percussiveness and sustain, 
retaining the authentic 'voice' or personality 
of the instrument. The end result: music 
reproduction that breathes, that sounds 
expressive and that simply gells.

11 took about three A-B comparison runs 
between the two DACs before we quite 
suddenly achieved these results. The upgrade 
DAC sounds (tonally, at least) in many ways 
similar to the standard model, presumably 
because so many of the audio components 
and sections are shared. But the upgrade DAC, 
in fact, has a clearly superior instrumental and 
vocal separation, giving a feel of greater 
contrast and range and for this reason a 
superior impression of dynamic shadings, 
especially in more subtle, undemonstrative 
musical passages that don't naturally show

VnicoCVE
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Unison Research Unico COE CD player [ Review ]

Seven independent 
power supplies

DAC stages: conversion circuits 
use !Cs and allow for optional 
DAC board ..

Micro controller with 
custom firmware

Graphical display

Audio stages: eight 
triodes for an all-tube 
output stage

A thick iron shield prevents 
transformer from interfering with 
analogue and digital signals

high levels of internal contrast The bass, too 
is just right, if arguably not quite as 
authoritative as the best of solid-state as 
implied earlier, but the mid and high 
frequencies are notably sweet and pure.

This was clearly audible in a recently

"...this is a relaxed, easy sounding and 

genuinely musical player that nevertheless 

gives a broad, expansive stereo image... "

DAC O P2 DAC UPGRADE

The DAC_OP2 upgrade board fits 
on risers attached in the main audio 
board of the player, just above the 
standard issue Crystal DAC which 
remains in place. It is a plug-and-play 
device and is self<onnguring - there 
is no need to tell the player it's there, 
though it must be selected from the 
appropriate menu and it can be hot 
selected from the stop mode, with­
out turning the player off or digging 
around inside.

The Wolfson Micro WM8740 is a high­
performance stereo 24-bit/ 192kHz 
DA converter intended for use in CD 
and DVD players. In this application, 
Unison Research has gone further 
than the baseline processor, by using 
two stereo converters in a dual mono, 
dual differential circuit, with benefits 
to noise and dynamics as a result. It is 
proposed to design further converter 
boards for this player in the future. 

acquired disc of Grieg, including the evocative 
music used as the soundtrack for the recent 
Joanna Lumley TV programme about the 
Northern Lights. Through the Unico CDE, the 
music, which when reproduced with less 
distinction can sound hackneyed, sang with 
an understated, but still very real passion 
that made the hairs on the back of the neck 
rise. There were similar experience on offer 
with other recordings, one very good 
example of which was the second movement 
and the vocal finale from the excellent 
Bernard Haitink/Royal Concertgebouw 
Orchestra version of Mahler's 4th symphony 
(see review on page 27). In both cases and 
with a number of other recordings, too the 
sense of a living, breathing sound stage 
was palpable.

There's a feeling among many hi-fi devotees 
that valves often lead to a lazy attitude to 
design - which does many things superficially 
right, but when push comes to shove often 
doesn't work. This player is the opposite: a 

design based on a clear understanding of 
what valves can and can't do and which 
doesn't fall for the usual pratfalls.

11 is, in short, an excellent player, well built, 
well priced and one that plays music 
extremely well, with great purity, 
expressiveness and range, irrespective of its 
enabling technology. And it benefits from an 
unusually welcome degree of flexibility, 
thanks to the upgrade able DAC option from 
the factory plus its ability to act as a simple, 
high-quality DIA converter for external 
digital sources. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATIJRES

****__
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

□ PRO
Elegant, uncontrived sound 
quality that makes the most 
of virtually all discs used, 
with no noticable artifice. 
It also has flexible output 
options and easily 
upgradeable DACs.

acoN
Hint of softness in the bass 
extreme, though this is never 
taken to excess. It won't play 
SACD discs.

CONCLUSION
Here is a first-rate CO player from the Un'son Research team, 
who have taken on board the lessons on the Unison CD and 
extrapolated the design to a higher level - at a price that 
allowing for the excellent bu'ld quality, is very reasonable.

HIFICHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE

gMJI www.techradar.com/483759
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KEF iQ50 loudspeaker [Review]

KEF's nifty fifty
KEF's brand new iQ-series models feature its latest 'tangerine' waveguide technology

PRODUCT KEF iQ5O

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE E499 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 17.5x81.5x26cm
O Weight: 10.2kg O Drivers: 19mm aluminium dome 
tweeter, 130mm Uni-Q bass, mid and treble, 130mm 
bass-only O Sensitivity: 88dB (8 ohms) O Uni-Q has 
new 'tangerine' tweeter waveguide O Bass driver 
features new dual composite cone with 'labyrinth' 
damping o Large port reflex loads whole enclosure

CONTACT e 01622 672261 » wwwkef.com

K EF might now be owned by Chinese 
interests, but its headquarters and 
engineering research facilities are

still located in its traditional base in 
Maidstone, Kent. However, the combination 
of UK design with Chinese manufacturing 
skills is undoubtedly powerful, giving the 
company an impressive mixture of unique 
and well-developed technologies alongside 
costs that keep it fully competitive on the 
world stage.

KEF's traditions go back more than 
forty years and the Uni-Q driver that gives 
this range its name was first introduced 
in the 1980s. Made possible through the 
development of ultra-powerful (hence 
ultra-compact) neodymium magnet 
technology, it's a variation on the co-axial 
theme, placing a tinyl9mm tweeter on 
the polepiece in the centre of the bass/mid 
driver's 95mm polymer cone. A refinement 
that takes the Uni-Q one step beyond the 
simple co-axial to what KEF calls 
'coincidence' is that the tweeter is 
positioned at the acoustic centre of the 
bass/mid cone.

Uni-Q construction has both advantages 
and disadvantages. It makes crossover 
integration between midrange and tweeter 
relatively simple from an acoustic point of 
view and also ensures that output is entirely 
consistent and symmetrical at any given 
measurement axis. It's therefore also free 
from the vertical axis 'lobing' that is 
invariably created in the crossover region 
where the two sources are spaced apart, as 
in conventional two-way systems. However, 
it can also be pointed out that placing a 
tweeter so that it's recessed down in the neck 
of a cone is not an ideal way to create wide 

dispersion, while the additional complication 
is that said cone is moving to and fro in 
response to the music signal.

The Uni-Q has undergone steady and 
painstaking refinement over the years. 
More powerful magnets have improved tweeter 
sensitivity; drilled pole-pieces avoid creating 
back-pressure behind the diaphragm; and the 

"The latest 'tweak' is the so-called 'tangerine' 

waveguide that first appeared on the more 

costly XQ series released early in 2008... ’ ’

tweeter's dome diaphragm now has an 
elliptical profile. The latest 'tweak' is the 
so-called 'tangerine' waveguide that first 
appeared on the more costly XQ-series released 
early in 2008, but which has already trickled 
down to its near-budget iQ-series models.

Viewed from the front, this waveguide 
does indeed look a little like the segmented 
structure of a tangerine. It actually consists of 
eight small vanes extending inwards from the 
outside edge of the tweeter dome, splitting 
its output into seven segments. The rationale 
is that driving a tweeter dome at its edge by 
normal to-and-fro voice coil motion doesn't 
quite replicate the pulsating sphere ideal, 
but the vanes provide extra loading and 
relative output around the edge that help the 
dome more closely approach the ideal.

Besides the new tweeter treatment, KEF has 
introduced a number of other improvements. 
Crossovers have been re-mapped to improve 
integration. An all new bass driver has a 
95mm 'dual-composite' cone with 'labyrinth' 
internal damping. And there's now an 
attractively shaped moulded plinth, which 
does feel a bit lightweight and resonant, but 
holds the spikes securely in place and helps 
the speaker pass the 'topple test'.

I n addition to the above mentioned 
improvements, this latest iQ range has 
added a zero to the model numbers that 
were used for its predecessors. Of the five 
stereo pairs, supplemented by a couple of 
partnering home cinema extras, this £499 
per pair iQSO is the middle model. It's the 

smallest of three floorstanders and is an 
unusually attractive and compact example of 
the type, thanks to a combination of 130mm 
Uni-Q driver for bass, midrange and treble 
with an extra 130mm bass-only driver, both 
sharing the same front-ported enclosure. 
Shaped foam bungs are supplied to block 
these ports if desired. □
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□ The back and sides of the enclosure are 
formed into a continuous curve, tightening at 
the back, which not only looks unusually 
attractive, but should also improve overall 
stiffness and avoid focusing the internal 
l ateral standing waves. The front panel too is 
very gently curved. At the standard price the 
enclosure comes finished all over in a choice 
of walnut, dark apple, or black ash vinyl 
woodprint (real wood veneered light oak and 
walnut are available at extra cost). A moulded 
black 'bump' covers much of the top surface, 
matching the curve of the Uni-Q driver frame. 
The twin terminal pairs themselves seemed a 
little reluctant to tighten and stay tightened, 
but they come connected by wire links, which 
are certainly preferable to the brass strips 
almost universally used elsewhere.

SOUND QUALITY
Positioned in free space, well clear of walls, 
the far-field, averaged in-room measurements 
show a dry bottom end alignment, even with

"Sensitivity matches the specified BBdB, a 
healthy figure for such a small speaker 
especially given the good bass extension... ”
the ports entirely unobstructed. A little 
judicious closer-to-wall assistance might well 
be worth trying here, but the bungs should 
only be used if the speaker has to be sited 
very close to a wall.

The port tuning frequency of 45Hz gives 
good ultimate in-room extension down to 
around 23Hz, though the bottom end might 
have been smoother. Sensitivity matches the 
specified 88dB, a healthy figure for such a 
small speaker, especially given the good bass 
extension and an amplifier load that stays 
above five ohms throughout. The pair match

of our samples looked pretty good, though the 
impedance traces do show several resonant 
perturbations, most obviously at l80Hz and 
33Hz, but also at 750Hz and UkHz.

The overall frequency power response (in­
room, far-field) holds within good +/-4dB 
limits right across the band, from 40Hz to 
above lSkHz, which is impressive enough, 
but the trend is not without a degree of 
unevenness, showing some prominence around 
150-200Hz and 750Hz-l.25kHz which is 
bound to be reflected in the sonic character.

Small speakers always have some inherent 
advantages and this iQSO has a lovely 
spacious quality, with fine imaging and a 
decent measure of transparency, too. 
Furthermore, the advantages of the Uni-Q 
driver are immediately apparent in the way 
the sound stays entirely - almost uncannily 
- consistent, not just with small head 
movements, but also as one stands up and 
moves around a decent size listening zone.

The treble improvements do seem to be 
effective, as this element in the overall 
performance seemed seamlessly integrated, 
very well judged and tolerably sweet. The 
midrange was rather less happy: although there 
was no obvious boxiness or significant nasality, 
speech did seem a trifle over-projected and 
voices had a touch of 'cupped hands' coloration.

Not too surprisingly, the bass end is not its 
forte. While it certainly does go down to a 
respectably low frequency, it's a bit dry and lack 
lustre, punctuated by the occasional interjection 
of port thump. Not the most convincing 
qualitatively, it lacks dynamic grip.

Weak dynamic performance is really this 
speaker's nemesis, as it all too easily robs 
music of much of its tension and vigour, and 
consequently its interest. Although not slow in 
a time-smeared sense, this also seems to make 
the speaker sound a bit sluggish and lazy.

There is much to commend this speaker, 
however - it's attractive and discreet and the 
latest Uni-Q driver brings notable advantages. 
While it enjoys the usual benefits of a small 
loudspeaker, it also suffers from the limitations 
of the breed in its lack of authority. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT
SOUND****
EASE DF DRIVE****
BUILD

VALUE*****

n pro
Cute compact floorstander 
has the latest Uni-0 driver 
which delivers fine spacious 
imaging, a sweet treble and 
good consistency across a 
large zone. Fine overall tonal 
balance.

□ CON
Aurpe vyts the overall balance 
is respectable, the midband is 
a little over-projected and the 
bass lacks tension and grip.

Cutely styled and beautifully discreet. this latest Uni-0 has 
attractively spacious imaging. good overall balance, a sweet 
treble and fine consistency. Ultimately the bass lacks real 
authority and dynamic behaviour is weak.

HHI HOiCE^HHHTT
OVERALL SCORE

www.techradar.com/483 527
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Scala Utopia. Belles. Supremely Musical.
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ACS T2 custom earphones [Review]

King of the road
High-end custom-moulded earphones offer the ultimate in on-the-go audio

PRODUCT ACS T2

TYPE Ear-canal earphones (custom fit)

PRICE £500

KEY FEATURES O Weight: 28g O Sensitivity: l09dB 
(at l mW) O Impedance: 27ohms (nominal)
O Frequency response: 20-1 6kHz O Custom-moulded 
earpieces O Kevlar lead O Pelican storage case
O Choice of finish, cable length and cable exit

CONTACT a 01295 266665 © wwwhearingprotection.co.uk

The T2 utilises twin balanced-armature 
transducer technology (Knowles ED9689, 
BK-1957) with an integrated crossover 
delivering a frequency range up to a claimed 
16kHz and down to 20Hz, which for its driver 
size is commendable.
Housed in silicon (the grade specially selected 
for sound performance) the driver's output 
travels down two tubes to the aperture which 
is positioned in the inner ear. The T2's custom 
moulds are bigger and more comprehensive 

background attack that helps give the T2s a 
wonderful coherence through the midband 
and high levels of intelligibility in the crucial 
midrange spectrum. Its ability to uncover detail 
in the mix is highly praiseworthy and to a 
degree, makes the T2 another 'discover your 
music collection again' product.

I t's important, however, to put the earphone's 
performance in context. They are, of course, 
aimed at performing musicians but transfer 
well for the on-the-go user. And whilst they

B
ack in the spring (HFC 305) we 
reviewed the £ 150 Etymotic ER-6ic 
ear-canal earphones fitted with

tailor-made silicon earpieces from hearing
specialist ACS. We loved the way the 
custom-fit earpiece offered significant

"...one of the key features arising from 

the custom-fit silicon earpiece is a 2&dB 

reduction in background noise."

background noise reduction combined with
all-day comfort, but had some reservations 
about the thin-sounding, bass-light 
presentation, so ACS suggested we try the 
more upmarket T2, which at £500 are 
significantly more 'audiophile'.

The T2 was originally developed for the 
performing musician and one of the key 
features arising from the custom-fit silicon 
earpiece is a 26dB reduction in background 
noise. The benefits to the on-stage musician 
are clear, but such significant natural noise­
reduction is also highly advantageous for users 
of portable music devices, in effect shutting 
out so much intrusive background noise, that 
the tiny miniature drivers are allowed to 
operate in near-ideal conditions.

than that of the ER-ic, covering a greater 
surface area of the outer ear. The custom­
fitting procedure remains the same, however, 
and involves visiting one of the 300 
audiologists in UK who take impressions of 
your ear and then send them off to ACS.

SOUND QUALITY

Ear-canal earphones are something of a 
'marmite' product - you either love them or 
hate them. And the T2's with their custom­
made earpieces give the most intimate fit you 
could imagine and, therefore, require a period 
of adjustment and acclimatisation. In use, the 
moulds offer a phenomenal degree of noise 
reduction and it's this freedom from intrusive 

have the edge on the in-ear earphones on the 
market, whether noise-cancelling or not, they 
are not a substitute for a good pair of 
conventional high-quality headphones, such as 
the Sennheiser HD650 (£330) when at home.

But, on it's own territory - travelling - the T2 
comes into its own. The sparkling midband is 
matched with impressive bass definition, 
sublime coherence and genuine all-day comfort.

The moulds isolate the user from the outside 
world, letting nothing but the music through 
as if the sound is hard-wired to your brain. 
Expensive, yes, but if you're a frequent traveller 
these really are a first-class experience. HFC 

Dan George

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FEATURES

****
BUILD

****
VALUE

***

a pro
Class-leading 'natural' noise 
reduction of 26dB, gives the 
drive units scope to work at 
their best. Midband clarity and 
coherence a particular 
strength. All-day comfort, too.

□ CON
The laws of physics mean the 
T2s can't compete with a 
conventional heaphone's 
scale and dynamics. Price will 
exclude some buyers.

CONCLUSION
Compared to the current in । earphones on the market. the T2s 
are the pick of the crop, with impressive midband intelligibility 
and a knack for digging out the detail. Not a replacement for 
home-use heaphones, but the ultimate travel companion.

Hl-FICHOICE ★ ★ ★ ★ *
OVERALL SCORE

. www.techradar.com/479584
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[ Round-up ] Mains accessories £70^£180

Silvermann Labs 
Clarity 1
TYPE Mains cable

PRICE £70 (l2m)

CONTACT W 08707 747480 @ ww/.siVermann.co.uk

S
ilvermann is a UK-based manufacturer 
specialising in mains cables: the 
company website also lists two 
interconnect models. Clarity 1 is the basic 
model in the mains range, a shielded design 

using silver-plated copper conductors. It is 
available with the usual IEC connector, but 
we chose to test it fitted with a figure-8 
(Telefunken) connector fitted, as this is still 
quite a common fitment and is rather under­
supported by audiophile mains cables 
generally. The figure-8's small dimensions 
don't exactly make it a natural for bulky 
upmarket cables, but Clarity l is quite modest 
in size as these things go and Silvermann has 
fitted it neatly into the connector with the aid 
of plenty of heat-shrink sleeve. It does need 
around four inches of 'bend space' behind the 
equipment though. A ferrite noise blocker is 
fitted as standard.

We tested this cable mostly with a Pioneer 
CD recorder, a much-used device of familiar 
performance and were definitely favourably 
impressed with the performance in both 
recording and replay mode. Rather unusually, 
the result seemed to be most audible in the 
bass - we've heard this before from mains 
cables, but detail and treble seem to be more 
common beneficiaries. Here, we were treated 
to a small increase in bass resolution, which 
seemed to add a semitone or two of 
extension and increased the clarity of the

^****^.

lowest notes. As a resuIt, 
rhythm becomes a little tighter and more 
involving. A quick check with a couple of 
other fig-8-equipped components suggested 
that this improvement is not unique to 
the Pioneer. HFC

VERDICT
A ranty1n twoways: first, m the 
connector fitted, but second and 
more important, m affecting the 
bass in a pleasingly positive wav, 
Good value.

HUI

Supra Mains Block MDD&-BS/SP
TYPE Mains block

PRICE £150

CONTACT W 01223 441299 @ www.jenving.se

T
here are quite a few upmarket mains 
distribution boards available, with more 
or less filtering built in and so forth.

This one is quite modest on the filtering front: 
it has a 'Non-Intrusive Filter' which is 
described simply as a 'mild transient filter', 
plus surge protection between all three 
conductors. A green LED indicates that surge 
protection is active. Construction is based on 
an aluminium extrusion, with sockets (all 
the common international variations are 
available) mounted behind a Supra-coloured 
faceplate. Internal wiring is good thick stuff, 
neatly executed. The block doesn't include a 
mains lead as standard, having instead an IEC 
inlet: we used one of Supra's 'LoRad' one 
metre cables - £40 including Supra's new 
custom IEC connector, or £20 if purchased 
with the MD06/SP.

Obviously that cable plays a part in 
determining the sonic contribution of the 
mains block, as do the cables leading from the

block to the equipment Even with standard 
commercial leads in the latter application, 
though, we noticed an improvement due to the 
MD06, with a subtle, but worthwhile lowering
of general background noise - not to put too 
fine a point on it, the typical result of a decent, 
basic mains filter. There's just a shade more 
detail in the sound and we were gratified to 
note that clicks from our usual test appliance 
(a dodgy switch left unrepaired for such 
testing I) were definitely reduced in audibility. 
We'd say that a filtered distribution block like 

this is a 
sensible 
solution for first­
step mains upgrades to
mid-range systems and in
that context the value is fair. HFC

VERDICT
Fitting upgrade mains cables to 
every component canwork out 
expensive: this block achieves a 
broadly similar result even with 
standard cables at its outputs.

HI-FICHOICE
★★★★ *
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Mains accessories £70^£180 [ Roundup ]

TCI Baby Constrictor
TYPE Mains cable
PRICE £70 (lm)
CONTACT e028 9267 3024 ^ wwwtrue-colours.com

T
Cl's basic mains cable may be priced at 
the budget end of things, but it looks 
very much the high-end part, thanks to 
that appropriately snake-like braid cover. Its 
construction uses multiple conductors woven 

together in an 'RFl-filtering'assembly, with a 
healthy cross-sectional area more than 
capable of handling the requirements of any 
component fit to be plugged in to a normal 
socket. The connectors at both ends are 
regular commercial types. Insulation ofthe 
internal cores is PTFE, a high-performance 
material which. last time we checked. was not

recorded vocals. which benefit from better- 
integrated consonants. Midrange is perhaps 
a touch improved in clarity, bass as far as we

clarity and 
apparent 
extension. In fact this

recommended for mains use due to its limited 
resistance to repeated flexing. but the 11 mm 
diameter and stiff nature of this lead should 

is far more likely to be due to a reduction 
in high-frequency noise and 'hash' than 
any change in the frequency response of 

could tell essentially unchanged, but the 
treble improvements make this cable well 
worth its modest price. HFC

discourage any attempt to bend it more than 
absolutely necessary1

After years of testing various mains cables. 
we are starting to see some patterns 
emerging, one of which is that woven cables 
like this give an improvement in treble

connected kit, but the subjective result is 
as if a restriction has been removed from the 
higher frequencies, allowing them to breathe 
more easily. This is particularly noticeable 
with delicate percussive sounds. which seem 
to decay more naturally and with well-

VERDICT
While improvements seem 
limited to the treble, they are 
dear to hear and welcome, the 
soundgaining an extra sparkle 
and some preosion too.

HI-FI
★ ★★★ *

Wireworld Aurora 52
TYPE Mains cable
PRICE £180 (2m)
CONTACT S 020 8991 9200 @ rnwwireworldcable.co.uk

I
f the price didn't already give it away, a 
glance soon will: this is not a cable for the 
faint-hearted. Very nearly an inch wide 
and distinctly awkward to handle and route. 
it fairly screams 'specialist'. We managed to 

fit it between various source and amplifier 
components and the mains, though. with 
care. As you might guess from the 
appearance. each phase conductor (live and 
neutral) is separately insulated and jacketed 
and each appears to be screened too. 
Conductors are made of silver-plated copper, 
while insulation is unspecified. The IEC 
connector is Wireworld's own and fits the 
cable perfectly: the UK plug on the other end 
has been made to fit surprisingly well.

We were particularly impressed with this 
cable's contribution to the sound of each of 
the components we used with it. as it seems 
to bring with it an unusually wide range of 
improvements. The commonest mains cable 
effect. of improved detail, is certainly there,

but we also noted additional subjective 
extension in both bass and treble. As 
suggested in the TCI review above, it's hardly 
plausible that a mains cable can in any way 
affect the frequency response of equipment. 
but by reducing the level of noise in a band it 
can make detail more apparent and thus 
seem to extend the frequency range and that 
is evidently the case here. Bass benefits in 
reach and precision. while treble becomes 

more crystalline. Stereo imaging also tightens 
up a little as a side effect of this and the end 
result is a very attractive net benefit. HFC

Richard Block

VERDICT ^..^

In a basically well-tuned system, 
this cable can contribute a 
further level of refinement, 
thanks to its reduction of noise 
and gram across the boa rd.

HI FI HOICE
★★★★★
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richer
THE UK’s HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & FLAT PANEL TV SPECIALISTS!

_________________________________________

cSSSIPnicES/EXPERT advice
V TAKETTHOME TODAY! ]

OUR LEGENDARY, ONCE A YEAR

GENUINE^gJSO HURRY!
AMAZING MARANTZ 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO SYSTEM
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO & 

MORDAUNT-SHORT SYSTEM DEAL
WHAT HI-FI?

AMPLIFIER: LALAg
Cambridge Audio 640A v.2 (Silver)AMPLIFIER:

Marantz PM5003 (Silver)

CD PLAYER: ^0.^6 SYSTEM WAS £519.85

IP
FEATURES 

LINE-IN
SO YOU CAN 

MAKE YOUR iPOD 
SOUND AMAZING

( JUST ADD Ì

D
FEATURES

LINE-IN
SO YOU CAN 

MAKE YOUR iPOO 
SOUNOAMAZING

V _________y

CD PLAYER: £2?W9:95

Cambridge Audio 640C v.2 (Silver)
Marantz CD5003 (Silver)

SPEAKERS [PAIR]: £ttLA
Cambridge Audio S30

I SAVE 
^. £349.95

SPEAKERS [PAIR]: £1 £+49:955
Mordaunt-Short 902i

SYSTEM WAS £759.85
5Yr Guarantee Only £34.95

.^ 
I£3601 £399.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £39.95

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO ID10 ’^EALi AUDICA MPS1 TANNOY F4 ’¿DLAL
LIKE NEVER BEFORE
...by connecting it to a proper 
hi-fi system using this quality 
dock for an unbelievable £1 0. 
Compatible with most iPods 
and supplied complete with 
power supply to charge your 
iPod too.

ENJOY YOUR IPOD MUSIC

£9.99

"The F4s are designed to offer 
big-speaker qualities for a relatively 
small monetary outlay, offering you 
an awful lot of speaker for the money. 
However, if your budget is tight and 
you fancy a large speaker that majors 
on scale and still offers a reasonable 
amount of articulation, these Tannoys 
will be worth auditioning" 
-WHF? S&V Magazine .

"The MPS1 emits an extraordinarily sophisticated sound"
-WHF?S&V 
Magazine.
TSP £249.95

SAVE
£170 £ 79.95

TSP £399.95

£119%
iPod Not Included 5Yr Guarantee Only £11.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF MP3 ACCESSORIES IN-STORE MASSIVE RANGE OF MP3 ACCESSORIES IN-STORE MASSIVE RANGE OF FLOORSTANDERS IN-STORE

www.richersounds.com
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR NATIONWIDE STORE DETAILS AND OUR SPECIAL SEASONAL OPENING TIMES ON: 0845 900 1230

sounds.com


WELCOME TO OUR 
SALE PREVIEW!
These are a few sale preview items available 
at these prices from 7th Dec to 13w Jan for 
Hi-Fi Choice magazine readers. Some of these 
prices may be cheaper than in-store, but these 
offers will not be discounted further on the 
26th, so you can buy with confidence!
The reasons for shopping with Richer 
Sounds remain the same all year round: 
BIGGEST BRANDS
We work with the most well-respected manufacturers in the 
business to bring you the most desirable and innovative 
products around.

BEST PRICES
We deal with manufacturers on a large scale, often cutting 
out the middleman or distributor, allowing us to use our 
purchasing power to deliver the electronics that you want at 
all-time tow prices. In fact, we're so confident our prices are 
the best, we GUARANTEE to be the cheapest - see our Price 
Beat policy.

EXPERT ADVICE
Never before have such cutting edge, high tech products 
been available to the hi-fi or home cinema enthusiast. 
Not only can we advise you as to the best components 
available we can use our expertise to ensure that you make 
the right choices to suit your needs. We're not happy until 
you have the equipment that suits your every requirement.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON!

YAMAHA TX761 ’iDEAL! DENON DM37DAB

BLU-RAY PLAYER SAVINGS

This fantastic performer handles both forms of DAB signal: 
Band Ill and L-Band, as well as AM and FM. The TX761 's highly 
sensitive reception capability allows it to find and tock on to 
analogue stations with ease, while a huge 99 station DAB and 
30 station FM/AM preset capability ensures you can keep all 
your favourites on file. Now with a massive discount, too.

"Denon's micro 
systems are back 
with a vengeance 
- all this for under 
£300 has to be 

. a bargain" 
Î - WHF? S&V 

1 magazine.

WERE £229.95

TSP £399.95
ESEsi *****

SAVE
£250 £149.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £14.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF DAB TUNERS IN-STORE

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO DAC MAGIC’

SAVE
£50 £179.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £17.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS IN-STORE

¡DEAL! YAMAHA DSPAX763

"... a powerful, full-bodied yet subtle and driving 
presentation; one that caters for all types of music equally
well. .. this Cambridge Audio DAG is the best of the bunch"
-WHF? S&V 
magazine. LOWEST 

„price î guaranteed
ORDERS BEING TAKEN

"You'll be transportedto the soundscapes of a proper cinema."
-WHF?S&Vmagæine.TSP£349.95 .. , , u *****

£19995
5Yr Guarantee Only £19.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF MEDIA ACCESSORIES IN-STORE

MORDAUNT-SHORT MEZZO 2 LDEAL!

AWARDS 2008
AMPLIFIERS A RECEIVERS
BEST MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIE» 

UNDER ESOO
YAMAHA DSP-AX763

SAVE
£70

MASSIVE RANGE OF AV AMPLIFIERS IN-STORE

ONKYO TXSR806

£279.95
5Yr Guarantee Only £27.95

TSP £229.95

£159.95

SONY BDPS350

It might be small and cute but the Sony BDPS350 pulls no punches 
when it comes to delivering first-rate picture and sound quality.

ALSO BDPS550 
ONLY £239.95

V
GUARANTEED

"Sensational all-round performance makes the DMPB035 a real 
contender for the budget Blu-Ray player crown. The Panasonic's 
picture performance leaves us scrambling for superlatives." 
-WHF?S&Vmagazine. WERE £249.95

SAVE
£70

5Yr Guarantee Only £15.95

PANASONIC DMPBD35

AWARDS 2008
OVD » BLU-RAY PLAYERS

PANASONIC 0MF-BD3S

SAVE
£50 £199.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £19.95

PIONEER BDPLX71

SAVE
£50

“This perky little two 
piece can bash out 
a sparkling sound 
stage and its 
curved design stops 
the build up of 
standing waves for 

cleaner and more 
realistic audio."
- The Gadget Show on 

Five of the Mezzo 2 
WERE 449.95

ï399s5
5Yr Guarantee Only £39.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS IN-STORE

The Onkyo TXSR806 takes all that is good about the 
award-winning TXSR606 and then supercharges it!

5Yr Guarantee Only £49.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF AV AMPLIFIERS IN-STORE

¿DEAL/ ¿DEAL!SONOS BU150 CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 840AV.2 ’free>
CAMBRIDGEAUDIO

WORTH £150

5

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

"'Some Blu-ray players are stylish in an industrial kind of way, 
this Pioneer is just plain stylish" -WHF?S&Vmagazine.

WHF? S&V listed all the things they love about the BU150 set-up: 
"Compact units; easy to set up and use; sounds terrific; 
wireless range; Napster". Sonos have made wireless multi-room 
affordable ANO easy.

WERE£699.95 SAVE
e £599.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £59.95

LOWEST , 
L..ÇRICE 
[guaranteed I

half
PRICE

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2008

-Ä

I £69995
5Yr Guarantee Only £69.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF MULTI-ROOM IN-STORE

Ç JUST ADD Ì
iPt1D

FEATURES 
LINE-IN

SO YOU CAN 
MAKE YOUR iPOD 
SOUNOAM11NG

The 840a v.2 has 
a power output 
of 120 watts per 
channel and a 
strong current 
swing that is 
powerful enough 
to drive even the 
most difficult 
of loudspeakers.

LOWEST 
PRICE 'guaranteed £749.95

5Yr Guarantee Only £74.95

MASSIVE RANGE OF AMPLIFIERS IN-STORE

Some of these offers are exclusive to H1-F1 Choice maga2ine readers. Please quote llils ad when calling. While stocks last. Available from 7th December 2008 13th January 2009. All trademarks are acknowledged . E&OE.
AU featured products 1 per customer. Some offers may be for m-store callers only All stoch is brand new m sealed containers and fully guaranteed for one year unless clearly stated otherwise. 1 OOOs MORE BARGAINS IN-STORE!

TSP =Typical Selling Price [TSrs are based on information suppheC by WHF? S&V magazine, manufacturers, H1-F1 Chrnce. Home Cinema Ctirnce, T3. What Video, What DVD. Digital Home, Total DVD and DVD Buyer F urther information available on request]



[Ultimate Group Test] One^brand hi^fi systems£1,200-£1,700

GROUP TEST& LAB REPORTS: RICHARD BLACK

ONE-BRAND 
HI-FI SYSTEMS
Do one-brand systems offer the last word in hi-fi synergy?

Advance Acoustic MCD403/MAP305 II DA 
£550/£680

Cambridge Audio Azur 840C/840A V2 
£750/£750

Arcam CD17I A38 
£500/£1,200

Pioneer PD-D9/A-A9 
£650/£600

is c c ano

Yamaha CD-S 1000/A-S 1000 
£800/£900

T
his Ultimate Croup Test breaks 
with our usual practice of 
considering six products in a 
specific category, for this month we 
have six prestigious one-brand CD/amp 

combos. With dealer numbers shrinking, 
making it harder to undertake proper 
comparative auditioning, we thought it 
was time to examine one-brand combos of 
CD player and amplifier from six different 
companies, testing each pair together to 
give a rather different perspective on 
performance. Can these one-make systems 
offer the ultimate in synergy?

There's obviously no law that says you 
have to put, say, an Arcam CD player 
with an Arcam amp and plenty of 
audiophiles live happily with all sorts of 
multi-make combinations. Still, sticking 
to a single make in this way has its 
attractions, not least visua I, and the 
results of our deliberations will evidently 
be more directly applicable than ever, 
given that each combination is likely to 
be available for audition and purchase 
from many dealers. Mixed-make systems 
are notoriously hard to audition as no 
one dealer stocks every make ।

We anticipated lively interest from 
manufacturers and indeed were 
greeted with exactly that initially, but 
for various practical reasons 
(availability of stock, impending range 
redesign and so forth) ended up with 
little choice in the matter of which 
systems to review. Things could hardly 
have turned out better, though. We 
had set a broad price range, but ended 
up with a surprisingly tight spread, 
with all the kit in the most competitive 
mid-range sector. We also received a 
good mix of estabi ished and new 
models, giving some useful points 
of reference.

We're also interested in the rise of 
other digital sources and it's good to see 
that manufacturers are dealing with 
that. Advance Acoustic has digital inputs 
on its amplifier, Cambridge Audio offers 
digital inputs on its CD player, Marant2 
has a USB input on the SA8003 and 
Pioneer includes a USB input on the 
amp. Three of the CD players also 
support SACD and MP3/WMA discs.

You may or may not think you need 
any of those features, but we feel it's 
good for the general health of hi-fi that 
support exists for users of the many new 
formats, be they higher quality or greater 
convenience. But, of course, what you're 
really interested in is how the kit 
sounds - so read on 1 HFC

EQUIPMENT USED
® ATC SCM20 loudspeakers 
®Various mid-range interconnect 

cables from lxos, Atlas, Black 
Rhodium and Wireworld

® Speaker cables from Kimber
® Pink Triangle PT TOO turntable with 

SME 309 arm and Highphonic 
MC-A3 cartridge

® EAR 'The Head' step-up transformer

MUSIC USED
® Michael Jackson Thriller
®Ian Oury The Bus Driver's Prayer 

and Other Stories
® Dick Hyman plays Fats Waller 
® Guzman Ambrosio
®Pink Floyd The Waif 
® Pizzetti La Pisaneffa

EARS USED
As ever, we are deeply grateful to the 
kind souls in the audio industry, 
experienced and expert listeners, who 
give up their time to come and listen, 
'blind', to the equipment. On this 
occasion, the tsKoors were:

Ben Beaumont (Audio Partnership) 
Phil Hansen (Red Sheep Marketing) 
Geoff Meads (Arcam)
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LISTENING TESTS
In classic HFC fashion, the centrepiece of the listening was 
a 'blind' presentation of each amp to a panel of expert 
listeners, in an attempt to remain free of prejudices and 
preconceptions. Listening levels were accurately matched 
and the same programme of music was played through 
each amp with minimal distractions. In addition, each amp 
was auditioned on its own more informally, to get the 
fullest picture of the character of each.

LAB TESTS
Each unit was measured with a variety of test gear, 
including a Hameg distortion measuring set and also items 
of audio kit (ADCs and DACs) adapted to lab duty and 
reporting data for analysis to Cool Edit and Mathcad on a 
PC. This approach enabled us to build up a picture of the 
equipment's performance under different conditions of 
frequency, level and load.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
Our unique 3D bar graphs are a simple way of showing 
how the products compare across five technical parameters. 
In each case, a percentage is given that falls above or 
below the group average. In this test, the parameters are 
slightly different from our usual, one each referring to amp 
and CD player, the other three reflecting overall 
performance of the pair.
1) Dynamic power. This reflects an aggregate of 
continuous and peak (instantaneous) power, giving an 
indication of power available under realistic conditions.
2) Frequency response: This is a measure of how smooth 
the frequency response is within the audio band. In every 
case in this group, performance is dominated by the amp.
3) Dynamic range: An indication of the background 
noise level, as related to maximum power output. Amp and 
CD player performance are equally important here.
4) Distortion: An aggregate figure drawing on 
measurements of both units at different frequencies and 
levels. Generally dominated by the amp.
5) Jitter: A measure of how stable the CD player's timing 
clock is. Measured at the analogue output, this distortion 
shows up as increased noise and/or low-level interfering 
frequencies which can contribute to sonic 'grunge'.

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE
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Pay bala

0% DeuP: D^p: f995 + £ 166.66 for 36months

(NEW) Marantz AV & MM8003
The stunning NEW AV8003/MM8003 lets you 
immerse yourself in cinema and music like 
no other combo at anywhere near the price 
can. The Marantz raises the bar so high its 
astonishing...

HIFI
magazine

0% Deal': Dep: £995 + £297.66 for 36months

(NEW) McIntosh MC2301

Never have we laid eyes or ears upon a more 
beautifully magnificent monoblock tube 
amplifier! With 300wpc on-demand and one 
of the quietest tube amps available, you'll hear 
your music in all its glory on an unprecedented 
scale!

Monthly payment:£138.88* 
Months:36*

Total payable: £5,995

Monthly papayment: £138.88* 
Months:36* 

Total payable: £5,950

Monthly payment £23125’ 
Months:36*

Total payable: £9,250

Monthly payment£120!
Months:24*

Total payable: £3,250

12 Months time* 
Total payable: £1,995

Marantz TT-1551
Many record lovers are unaware that Marantz make 
a very affordable audiophile turntable and it's really 
rather good! With AC servo belt-drive and low-coloration 
tone arm, Marantz has addressed the need for a high 
performance source component for the analog record at 
an affordable price.

0% Deal*: Dep: £119 + £90for 12months

balín 12montl

...to discover what all the fuss is 
about, visit our web site: 
www.shadowaudio.co.uk 
and open our special Marantz 
Promotions Leaflet today.

i unusual outside 
it does not let 
re all this with a 
you have an amp

Premium 
and Cinema Series.

Shadow have 
some exclusive 
Marantz Promoti

Choose from Interest 
FREE Credit* or Buy Now

Applying is simple and you could 
have the product(s) you have always 
dreamed of, in a matter of days**. 
Call 0844 800 0073 or 0074 today to 
apply-
•subject to status I written details on request 
••subject to availability

(NEW)ATCSIA 
“ It offers a degree o 
of separate power a 
this dominate its soi 
confident six-year w 
that's extremely har 
Jason Kennedy. HFC D<

0% Deal*: Dep: £248

from Shadow Audio.
A few examples are shown on the left.
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On^brand hi-fi systems £1,200^£1,700 [Ultimate Group Test]

LAB REPORT

£550/£680 1: 01623 517000 «* www.advance-acoustic.com

ADVANCE ACOUSTIC 
MCD403/MAP305 II DI
This combo's unusual appearance disguises its performance level

Power output is very much par for the course these 
days, with moderate headroom but plenty of current 
available for low-impedance loads. The frequency 
response of the amplifier is a shade rolled off in the 
treble and this may be just about audible in direct 
comparisons with some of the flatter amps around 
at present, though it's nowhere near alarming. 
What's probably of more significance is the 
distortion of each unit, which is higher than average 
and probably just enough to account for the slight 
loss of detail noted. The CD player is near-blameless 
at low and midrange frequencies, but HF distortion 
creeps up. In addition, there's rather more jitter than 
we're used to seeing these days and blame for this 
must be shared: the transport produces more than 
others we tried in its stead, but the DAC in the amp 
should reject it and clearly doesn't The phono stage, 
in MC mode, has around 2dB of treble cut in the top 
couple of octaves.

HOW IT COMPARES

T
he MCD403 is a CD player, Jim, but 
not as we know it: it is, in fact, a 
dedicated transport with no audio 
output. As such, at its price, it's a rare 
(unique, eveni) beast, but there it is: phono, 

Tosiink and XLR sockets at the back, one of 
each, outputting data only. Meanwhile, the 
'DA' suffix denotes a version of the MAP305 
II amp with a digital input board fitted, 
sporting one Tosi ink and four phono sockets 
(the '403's XLR matches the company's 
upmarket standalone DAC).

You may like or loathe the appearance, 
but there's no denying the build quality. 
Each unit is housed in a robust steel case 
with aluminium front panel and alternative 
rubber feet are provided (which is a nice 
touch), although we stuck with hard plastic 
cones. Operation is nothing out of the 
ordinary, though the button layout on the 
transport seems a little illogical. The amp's 
power meters are purely indicative and very 
slow-reading: entertaining, anyway.

With no D-A conversion or signal processing 
in the transport, the case is occupied mostly 
by power supply circuitry, well spaced out on 
a large circuit board. The amp, by contrast, is 
well filled with DAC board, phono board 
(MM/MC), large toroidal transformer and 
separate boards for each power amp, 
mounted on their respective sides of the unit 
on very large heatsinks. Component quality is 
impressive for the price, with a good DAC 
aided by high-quality op-amps, twin pairs of 
bipolar output transistors and relay selection 
of input. Internal metal screens isolate 
functional blocks of circuit and also brace the 
structure physically.

SOUND QUALITY
Our listeners seemed to agree on most aspects 
of this duo's presentation and liked a good 
deal about it. Most of all, they seemed to 
appreciate its sense of scale, which is 
considerable and very ably assisted by good 
bass extension with a nice combination of 
weight and impact. Presenting each duo via 
a tried and proven selection of extracts, we 
began with that old favourite, Michael 
Jackson's Thriller, which very quickly sorts out 
equipment that can do grandiose and 
expansive - this kit certainly can. All our 
listeners felt that both the special effects at 
the start of the track and the over-the-top 
music production when it joins in, were 
presented with real verve and enthusiasm.

There was the odd mild criticism, though, 
principally in the areas of detail retrieval and 
stereo imaging, two closely related subjects. 
One of the tracks we used includes a 
particularly tricky bit of rhythmic figuration 
on the piano and it was clear here that this 
was less easy to follow compared to some of 
the other kit on test. Another track has some 
of the most precise imaging around and one 
listener pointed out that this was 
compromised in both dimensions in the 
Advance combo's rendition.

Just occasionally, too, there's a hint of 
tonal hardness in the sound, which is almost 
certainly closely related to the slight lack of 
detail. These are quite minor effects, 
though, and it's clear that for sheer life and 
energy these units are hard to beat. If you 
value engaging musical presentation more 
highly than absolute precision, this could be 
a sensible purchase. HFC

A 
A 
A

1] Dynamic power» 0%
2] Frequency response » -30%
3] Distortion » -40%
4] Dynamic range » -30%
5] Jitter» -50%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Power output (8 ohms) 100W 98W

Oistortion ( 1 kHz/8 ohms) OO5°o
\ 0.03%

FrequenLy res^nse (20Hz-20kHz) -+ - ±0,6dB

VERDICT ’
SOUND

****
Energetic, large-scale 
music making is hardly 
hindered by a little 
smudging of detail and 
occasionally compromised 
stereo imaging. Great bass, 
but treble sometimes a 
touch hard.

FEATURES

****
BUILD

****
VALUE

****
Hl^FirHOlCEscoilf"
★ ★★★★
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T+A
www.taelckroakastil’de

E-SERIES
The future bas now begun

i^ equipped with the kiWsl
T+A has developed a completely nMwUsSlrC PE AYER, the , inte°Tal FM tuner,
Llrnol Innovative MUSl< „digital inputs, integral F' “ner,
andmoAt high-end CD player and audio D*C,WHhnedia ¿rage unit connectivity, UP 
SOetwork ac.e- and '-capable volume
streaming MP3, AAC, WAV, 1L

pOW£RPL a - is the integrated 
amplifier: a 480 Watt at 40 Ohm' , 
powerhou -with the unique T 
„ witch-mode out-put stages

CD Pl AYER: isthc Audiophile 
CD player, metal disc draw«, 
brand new advanced mechanism 
decoder and High-End converter

Ko« trading Ltd.Exclusively di srnbuned in the E y

Tel: 01623 -
517000 -Intemec: wwwJkoetradevco'uk



One-brand hi-fi systems £1,200£1J00 [Ultimate Group Test]

£500/£1,200 2 01223 203200

ARCAM CD17/A38
At first glance prices seem ill-matched, but take a closer look...

W
hen we asked manufacturers for 
pairs of CD player and amp, we 
took care not to be too restrictive in 
terms of price, giving only an overall ballpark 
target. Arcam could have fielded several 

combinations that would have met our 
request, but took what turned out to be an 
unusual approach in sending an amp costing 
over twice as much as the CD player. We can 
easily see the logic here, though: we've 
opined in this very publication that the law of 
diminishing returns sets in quicker with CD 
players than with amps, so apportioning the 
budget in this way is not something we 
regard as bizarre.

In many ways these two units are well 
matched - obviously visually, but also in terms 
of general internal and external construction. 
They both feature sensible use of modern 
components and circuit techniques (both use 
surface-mount components very widely), with 
shrewd employment of high-grade passive 
parts among the integrated circuits. The amp 
has a rather more modest-looking output 
stage than some of the other amps in this 
group, but it uses some rather clever output 
transistors with enhanced thermal stability, 
which should help it cope with heavy loading 
and the toroidal transformer is adequate 
rather than over-specified

Arcam has not deprived these units of 
features. The CD17 supports CD text, albeit 
with some limitations and the amp has such 
niceties as input level trims and a choice of 
volume steps (2dB, l dB, O.SdB) thanks to the 
electronic volume control. Main switching is 
by relays, with electronic switches apparently 
routing the record selection, which can be 
independent of the listening selection. Build 
quality is good and the lightweight top cover 
of each unit is efficiently damped.

€>? www.arcam.co.uk

SOUND QUALITY

It's always nice to have our previous reviews 
borne out by new listening test evidence and in 
this case our listeners reiterated comments 
from the past about civilised, polished 
performance from these units. The bass was 
well-liked, but it seemed to be the upper 
midrange and treble where these units were 
most clearly distinguished from their peers, 
with great detail and refinement going 
hand-in-hand with excellent integration.

There was slight disagreement about the 
tonality, which we tend to interpret as a 
question of presentation rather than actual 
frequency response (which is, of course, 
essentially flat, as expected). Some comments 
suggested that the sound can be a little thin at 
times, which implies an over-emphasis of the 
treble, while others praised tonality as neutral. 
It seems that the particularly clear quality of the 
treble has differing effects on listeners, some 
finding that it draws attention to the upper 
frequencies in such as way as to boost them 
subjectively. This is just the kind of subtle 
difference, we feel, which justifies the existence 
of multiple products in the market.

Bass is strong and well extended, but perhaps 
not quite as full of impact as some of the 
combinations produced. It just isn't the tightest 
ofthe group, but there's still decent rhythm to 
be heard. Stereo imaging is good in terms of 
precision and stability of instrumental placing, 
but there's rather less space and air around the 
performers than we've sometimes heard. Still, 
the precision makes it easy to pick out individual 
lines and while the sound is not hyper-analytical 
it's plenty clear enough to allow one to hear 
detail. Incidentally, sighted listening after the 
main panel session suggested that the CD 
player and amp are indeed very closely 
matched in sonic attainment. HFC

LAB REPORT
Despite the relatively modest dimensions of the 
amp, it's quite powerful and also has relatively high 
power headroom. Its frequency response is beyond 
reproach; flat to less than 1 dB a full two octaves 
above and beyond the audio band. Distortion is 
extremely low and is very similar in level whether 
the amp is driving 8 ohms or4; in fact. high^ 
frequency distortion is actually slightly lower into 4 
ohms, a highly unusual situation, but not one we're 
inclined the agonise over when the level in question 
is still well below 0.01 per cent The CD player has 
similar distortion to the amp at low and midrange 
frequencies and full level, though it effectively 
vanishes below about -lOdB output Jitter is hardly 
measureable and noise from the CD player is very 
1ow:the amp's noisetloor is a little higher than 
average, but still more than adequate. The amp's 
output impedance is higher than average, but the 
overall effect on speaker damping will be small.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Dynamic power » +20%

2) Frequency response » 00/>

3) Distortion » +20%

4) Dynamic range » -20%

5) Jitter» +30%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual
POwer output (8 ohms) 10\V 1HN>
Distortion (1 kHz 8 ohrnsl 0005% 0.0015%
Frequency re<.p:msc (20Hi-J0kH?) + - 0 )dB

VERDICT
SOUND

**** A
Sound is above all civilised, 
with a positively deluxe feel 
to the super-smooth - but 
highly detailed -treble. Bass 
is clear if not the weightiest 
ever. Stereo imaging is good 
in terms of precision, though 
not the tightest in the group.

FEATURES
**** À
BUILD

*****
VALUE

**** A
HIFI W1
★ ★★★★
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Family Portrait

The Ayre 5-series has been created to provide 
a lifetime of excitement and discovery.

Combining stunning realism with exceptional 
clarity, the 5-series offers a dynamic high 
resolution presentation that draws you in to 
your favourite music as never before.

Ayre's bold unique design approach ensures 
superlative levels of performance. The 5 series 
employs Ayre's exclusive fully balanced, zero 
feedback circuitry, with special emphasis 
lavished on the power supply.

Every design detail is focused on a 
single aim, unprecedented musical delight.

o symmetry
t: 01727 865488
e: info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
w: www.symmetry-systems.co.uk

mailto:info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
http://www.symmetry-systems.co.uk


One-brand hi-fi systems £1,200^£1,700 [Ultimate Group Test]
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LAB REPORT

£750/£750 a 0870 900 1000 www.cambridgeaudio.com
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR
840C/840A V2
Highly respected duo from Cambridge holds its own

In a group that features plenty of technically 
assured equipment, these units are probably the 
most capable. Power output is the highest in the 
group and Cambridge's clever overload protection, 
which backs off volume setting, makes it near 
impossible to overload the amp for more than a 
brief instant. Frequency response of the amp is 
almost ridiculously flat in the treble, one-tenth 
of a dB down by SOkHz and hardly more curtailed 
in the bass, while noise from both units is very 
low and distortion approaches the limits if 
measurement. Near full output the amp's distortion 
is similar to others here, but Class XD shows its 
mettle in reducing distortion below about quarter 
power and even into 4 ohms there basically isn't 
any. Much the same holds for the CD player, which 
also shows negligible jitter. The digital filter gives 
slightly less aliasing distortion than most, though 
there is still a small amount.

T
hese are very much old favourites from previous Ultimate Croup Tests, having competed with various newcomers over the last couple of years and generally holding their own. The 840C is based on a transport modified by Cambridge with its own servo unit, housed under an internal screen and, at least, partly responsible for the unit's admirably swift response to any user command - disc loading in 2.5 seconds is about as good as it gets.The transport feeds an audio board which includes an upsampling filter from Anagram Technologies, boosting the sample rate to 

384kHz from which it is converted to analogue by an Analog Devices chip and an absolute minimum of analogue filtering.Not only is there unique filtering present, but Cambridge has thoughtfully provided the unit with two digital inputs so that the benefits can be extended to other digital sources. Further sockets at the rear allow connection to a multiroom system and the amp, of course, features the same interconnection facility, along side its numerous inputs - effectively nine of them if you don't mind reaching round the back to switch 'Input l' between balanced and unbalanced connections.In full-on purist style, Cambridge selects between those inputs with relays and uses more relays to adjust volume setting in 1 dB steps. That's great, but we still find the noise made by the relays an irritation1 The power output section uses proprietary 'Class XD' operation to achieve near-Class-A distortion levels with near-Class-8 power consumption, and the whole thing is fed with power from a vast toroidal transformer, around which the heatsinks are cunningly profiled.

SOUND QUALITYIf our listeners didn't entirely fall in love with this duo, they certainly respected it vastly. Here, perhaps, lies one of the biggest problems facing hi-fi designers: not every listener always wants the pure, unvarnished truth all the time. How else to explain the comments' - and noting also from the lab report that it's near-impossible to find technical fault with this equipment.The comments we refer to are almost entirely positive as regards specific areas of performance, from tight and well extended bass to good soundstage, excellent treble and midrange detail, good distinction between the notes... And yet no one seems to have been entirely transported by the overall performance. This, despite the unqualified acknowledgement that there was, at least, as much information coming across as with any of the duos in the test. Nor was there any accusation that the information was unnaturally dissected, as can happen with some replay kit.Two possible explanations occur to us. One is simply that the extra detail was distracting our listeners. We're inclined to reject that, though, as most of the others were also highly detailed. The other is that the merest smidgin of added distortion - call it 'colour' - is ohen no bad thing and there's quite a lot of evidence for that. There's also evidence, though, that in the long term, colour can lose its attraction.It's evident, whatever one's take on that, that this equipment is superbly capable and its combination of assurance, resolution and tonal evenness (all areas specifically praised by the panel) is well worth hearing. In longer, sighted, listening sessions we were never less than highly satisfied and we are confident in giving both these units our recommendation. HFC

HOW IT COMPARES

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Power output (8 ohms) 120W 128W

Distortion {l kHz/8 ohms) 0001% 0.0012%

Frequency resrxmse ;20H/-20kHz) ±0 3dB ±0.1 dB

VERDICT
SOUND

****
I ncredibly detailed, impeccably neutral and possessed of more than a hint of high-end assurance, the whole sometimes seems less than the sum of the parts. A technical tour de 
force by any standards.

FEATURES

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****
HI-FICHOlCE XL1
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1799 
Due in
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499 
749 
199

Vo^untShonMSIOOexce «„tboxjd
P:ak C;nsuit Princess Stgn:ture i nc ;tands, nr mint 

boxed
Q Acoustics 1020, as new black
Quad 211 in Maple. excellent
Quad ESL989, excellent boxed BARGAIN!
Rega Ela. originals in black
Revolver RW16, brand new last pr
Revolver Music 5, brand new cancelled on:ter
Rogers LS3/5a, c/w matching AB1 subs, all boxed, in 

ebony!
Sonus Faber Minima Amator, boxed with lronwood 

Stands
Spender S3/5e, in ebony vgc
Spendor SSe, in maple nr mint boxed
Tannoy DC2000, vgc black
Usher Audio Dancer CP8571, the most beautiful speaker 

ever?
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1799

599 
1499
Call 
125 
Call 
149 
249 
199

1299
2799

399
229

899
1599

899

Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call

449
279

199
199

Due in
799

999
1199

499
499

SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS
AV! lab Series Amp. CD & Neutron IV speakers 
Consonance Ping, superb one box system, ex demo 
Esoteric AllO Amplifier and SA10 SACD player, mint 

demo units

Audfovector M3 Sig, active crossovers, new £4k+, 
amazing (

Audio Pro Bravo FX04 in piano black, bargain (
AVI Neutron IV, excellent ex demo units boxed in cherry 
Castle Howard 52, Mahogany
Dynaudio 52SE, maple excellent boxed
Linn Keilidh, passive, excellent late versions. boxed

Radio/Recorders
Unn Kudos, excellent
Meridian 204, excellent
Pure 702ES, excellent multiband and DAB tuner
Quad FM3 and FM4, excellent from
Sony JASOES, nr mint boxed
Yamaha CTI10 TEAC CRH257i in sliver • Brand New • less than half price 159

Amplifiers
Accuphase E212, mmt boxed
Accuphase P450, very large power amp, ex boxed
Audio Analogue Primo, mini size integrated
Audio Innovations Series 700 integrated, excellent 

boxed
Audio Research SPl 1mk2, inc phono stage fantastic
Audio Research SP16, inc phono stage ex boxed
Audio Research VS55, excellent
Audio Research VS110, nr mint boxed.

3 months old
Audiolab SOOOA, vgc in black
AVl lab Series Integrated. tine version nr mini boxed
Cairn 4808NF Integrated
Cairn Mea monoblocks, excellent
Conrad Johnson PVl 5, ex cell enl boxed
Creek Classic, mint boxed
Cyrus Bvs, nr mint boxed
Cyrus Smartpower & Smartpower plus, from
Copland CSA28, hybrid integrated. remote, excellent 

boxed
EAR 8341, decent little valve line preamp
Eastern Electric Minimax integrated
Exposure 3010 power. excellent boxed
Krell KAV400xi, excellent boxed
Linn LK100, excellent from
Linn Majik line level Integrated, excellent boxed
Linn Kolector ex boxed
lmn Wakonda, nr mint boxed, phono boards
Marantz PM7200, boxed
Musical Fidelity kWSOO, excellent
NAIM 42.5, Chrome, bo)(ed, phonoboards, vgc
NAIM NAP140, Olive, boxed
NAIM NAIT 5, original, scruffy but fult working order
NAIM NAIT 5, original upgradeable version, ex boxed 
NAIM NAIT Si, nr mint boxed, approx 18 months old. 
NAIM NAC 282, NAPSC, excellent, boxed
NAIM NAIT 3, vgc boxed
NAIM NACl 12, current style preamp
Pathos Classic One Mk2, ex demo
Pathos Cinema X. mint boxed
Pathos Logos, ex demo nr mint boxed
Quad OC24 Pre & II Forty Monoblocks, nr mint 

boxed
Quad 44 Preamp, 405 Power amps NOW from
Quad 33/303, vgc for year fully serviced
Shanling STPSO vgc boxed with remote

Digital
Accuphase DP75V, analogue card, excellent boxed
AV! lab Series, mint boxed used bargain
Cairn Fog v2, in silver with Soft upsampling board, 

BARGAIN!
Consonance Droplet, ex dem bargain • WOW! 

REDUCEDI!!
Cyrus DACXP, nr mint boxed in silver
Cyrus COGS, excellent boxed with remote
Esoteric X03SE. ex demo nr mint
Esoteric DV60, ex demo nr mint
Esoteric X-01, nr mint boxed, absolutely stunning
Krell CD DSP Top loader. very stylish sweet sounding 

player
Krell KID iPod dock ex demo
Linn Karik, v late version ex boxed
Linn Nurnerik, v lale SPS version
Marantz CD63se Kl Signature excellent boxed
Marantz CD6000 Kl Signature excellent with remote
Meridian 203 OAC, excellent
Meridian 506, ex boxed
Musical Fidelity A308CR CO, excellent, remote, box
Musical Fidelity Trivista 21 DAC, ex boxed
NAIM HDX hard drive player • book your demo now!
NAIM CD5X, nr mint boxed

Analogue
Ariston ROSO, ex condition
Acos lustre, nicety engineered jap ann
Alphason Opal arm, excellent
Cartridgeman, Music Maker Classic, plentsy of life left
Clearaudio Evolution with paiallel tracking arm
Clearaudio Master Solution c/w MTOI Reference

Parallel arm
Clearaudio Performance, c/w arm & cartridge ex dem, 

superb!
Ctearaudio Goldfinger • minimal use • a steal at
Garrard 301 Motor unit only
Heybrook TT2 ctw Linn Basik LVX
Linn linto, excellent boxed
Lim LP12, lttok LV11 and Sumiko BPS really pretty example
Linn LP12, lingo 2, Akita 2 in cherry, Cirkus etc
Linn LP12, Cirkus. lingo, reasonable
Linn LP12, lttok LV11 and K18, excellent
Michell Tecnoarm. nr mint
Michell Orbe SE
Mission 774 original arm
NAO (Rega Planar 2), RB250
NAIM Armagedon, late olive excellent boxed
Origin live Silver, mint boxed new version,
Rega P3, in Rega green, boxed
Rega P3, in black
Roksan M Series Phono Stage
Roksan TMS1.5, and CSU, SME cut, boxed
Roksan Xerxes Reference Power supply. nr mint boxed
Roksan Xerxes 20/XPS7 as new, used
Roksan TMS2, as new boxed with power supply
Graham Slee Gramamp 2SE
SME Model 10a, ex demo
SME 3009, series 2 and 3. excellent from
Systemdek ll (biscuit tin), ADC arm. vgc
Technics S11210 rnk2, various from
Townshend Elite Rock, Excalibur arm. Merlin p/s, 

plinth & lid

NVA 'The Transparent Statement' - just amazing • crated, 
vgc

Pathos Endorphin, crated ex demo unit
Primare CD31, nr mint ex demo unit
Roksan Kandy 13, nr mint ex demo unit
Roksan Atessa transport
Roksan Caspian M Series, nr mint boxed
Shanling CDT80, excellent
Shanltng COT200, e)(cellent boxed newer model
Shanling CDT300 Omega Drive, fully boxed and 

complete
Sugden SCDT1 payer, excellent, remote
TEAC VRDS10, good condition, boxed remote
Theta TLC and power supply

Offers 
Offers 

' 349 
599 
499 
299

Accessories/Cables
Chord . various cables, call for details
Chord • Signature RCA and Digital available 
lsotek • various
Nordost, various ex demo
Van den Hui • various ex demo

Linn Keilidh, passive. nr mint late versions, with Ku Stone 
boxed

Martin Logan Purity, ex demo, tor detaiis
Martin Logan Summit, ex demo slight mark. BARGAIN!
Meridian DSPSOOO, excellent 1
Mission 752, fair, boxed
Monitor Audio RSl in cherry, nr mint boxed
Monitor Audio BR2. black, ex demo, good order boxed
Monitor Audio Radius • various, nr mint boxed ex demo
Monitor Audio ASS, in Aosenut ex demo
Monitor Audio GS10, in Natural Oak excellent, BARGAIN

Loudspeakers 
99Acouslic Energy Aellte 3, sealed boxes 399
Acoustic Energy AEl mk3, Piano black with matching 

stands 1299
Audio Magic ST-1 mk2, silver wired with stands new £5k.,. Offers

Buying New? Call us 
BEFORE you p/x!

Welcome to hitisound - it's a whole new audio experience

Castlegate Mill, Quayside Stockton on Tees, TSI 8 1BZ 01642 267012
Avid, EAR, Kudos, Martin Logan, Michell, Monitor Audio, Naim, Pathos, Roksan, SME, Sugden, Unison Research, Usher and lots more
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One^brand hi-fi systems £1,200^£1,700 [Ultimate Group Test]

£700/£630 a 01753 680868 {i www.marantz.com

MARANTZSA8003/PM8003
Latest additions to the Marants range show great potential

T
hese are the latest additions to the 
Marantz range and replace the well­
loved SA/PM7001 Kl units that have 
been in the range for some years now.

As you might guess from the 'SA prefix on 
the CD player, it actually handles SACD discs as 
well as regular CDs.In the usual modern 
manner there is no multichannel support, nor is 
there a high-resolution digital output.The 
transport is an open-frame affair (a little noisier 
mechanically than we would ideally like), which 
feeds an audio board based on a Cirrus 
(Crystal) chip. The analogue output stages use 
Marantz's 'Hyper Dynamic Amplifier Module' or 
HDAM, a circuit made up of discrete transistors. 
Marantz has also provided a USB input for 
solid-state music players, iPods etc.

Over at the amplifier, business starts with 
an electronic input selector followed by a 
traditional motorised volume control. 
Beyond that, the circuitry again uses 
discrete transistors and culminates in a 
single pair per channel of output devices, 
mounted on an internal heatsink. Power is 
fed from a large toroidal transformer. 
Despite being new models, both units use 
almost entirely traditional construction 
techniques, with through-hole components 
mounted on single-side circuit boards with 
wire links where necessary, a stark contrast 
to Arcam, for instance. Most components 
are regular commercial-grade but a few key 
parts are higher quality. A discrete-transistor 
phono stage is mounted next to the 
relevant input sockets.

SOUND QUALITY

Our solo reviews of each unit in recent months 
suggested that these were quite classy pieces 
of kit and our panel of 'blind' listeners tended 
to agree. It was immediately obvious to them 

that the bass of the combination is a bit 
special, something we'd found especially with 
the amplifier and they were very taken with 
not just its extension but also its control and 
precision. Clear, tight bass like this gives a real 
sense of authority to music, they suggested, 
and they also felt that the midrange and treble 
were very well balanced against the bass and 
well presented in counterpoint to it.

Detail was felt to be good, if not outstanding, 
but what's perhaps more important in the long 
run is that there's no diminution of detail as 
dynamic levels increase - sound which becomes 
congested at high levels soon becomes tiring. 
On the contrary, our listeners specifically 
pointed to the way the detail in loud climaxes 
remains clearly audible as a strength of these 
units. To the extent there is any lack of detail, 
it's shown in the slight lack of air and space 
around performers and the mild compression 
of image depth. In fairness, it's so mild that were 
it not for direct comparisons with equipment 
even more capable in that regard, it might have 
gone unnoticed.

What may be the deciding factor for many 
listeners is the excellent rhythm and timing that 
Marantz seems to have built into these units. 
In any style of music and at any replay level 
there's a lovely vitality to the sound which, as 
one listener commented, keeps the foot tapping 
even when one isn't actively concentrating on 
the music. This kind of characteristic certainly 
sells equipment and, happily, typically keeps 
the buyer satisfied 1

We can't close without mentioning the phono 
stage, which is a very clear cut above the usual 
standard one expects to find in a mid-price 
integrated amp. Fed from any decent moving­
magnet cartridge, it achieves beautifully clear 
and well-balanced sounds, adding greatly to the 
amp's appeal for analogue lovers. HFC

LAB REPORT
Despite a rather more modest rating than several 
amps here, the PM8003 comes very close to the 
100 watts average in practice, though it has 
relatively little peak headroom. Its frequency 
response is once again remarkably flat, barely a 
tenth of a dB down at 20Hz and not even that at 
20kHz. The disc player, of course, has a flat 
response within the audio band, but while the 
basic response shape is familiar, the digital filter 
used has an unusual feature in that its impulse 
response is asymmetric, with no pre-ringing. The 
significance of this is very much open to question. 
Another surprise in the SA8003 is the presence of 
some jitter, albeit not very much, but recent 
Marantz models have tended to show near­
vanishing amounts. Distortion performance of both 
units is very good in general: the amp's distortion 
climbs into 4 ohms, as expected, and also rises a 
little at high frequencies.

HOW IT COMPARES

11 Dynamic power» -10%

2] Frequency response» +10%

3) Distortion » +20%

41 Dynamic range» -10%

5) Jitter» -10%

SPECIFICATIONS ________________

Measurement Rated Actual

^er output (8 ohms) 70W 91 W

D1stort1on ( 1 -/8 ohms) 002° c 0 0020- o

hequenC) respxmse !2(>c 20kHi) ±O 3dB ±0 . IdB

VERDICT
SOUND If detail isn't the best we've
**** heard, the vitality of the

sound from any source -
FEATURES CD, SACD or vinyl -****

makes this combination
sound never less than

BUILD inviting and frequently

**** quite thrilling.

VALUE HIFI :HDiCE^:l:LL
**** ' ★★★★★
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QED Silver Anniversary XT Speaker Cable

specialists
co.uk

CHORD Chameleon Audio Irtrconnect

Expert advice 
Exceptional prices 
Excellent Service
FREE UK Delivery

CHORD Chorus 2 Audio Interconn^t

RRP£5.50/M

Our Price

£4.95

CHORD Cobra 3 Audio Int^^nnnect QED Qondutt Mains Hub 4 Way

£89.95

RRP£52.95

Our Price
RRP £99.95

Our Price

£47.65

50% 
OFF

RRP £199.00

Our Price

£99.50

CHORD Carnival Silverecmn Speaker Cabla

RRP£199.000

Our Price

£179.1 £5.40

QED Revelation S^ker Cabla QED Qonduit Mains Hub 6 Way

RRP£6.00
Our Price

RRP£15.00/M

Our Price
RRP£239.00

Our Price

£13.50
All prices Include VAT and FREE delivery within the UK

Call 01903 210212 for advice and to place orders

Allsop, Black Rhodium, B-Tech, Chord, Creek, DNM, Ecosse, Grado, Graham Slee, Isotek, IXOS, 
Monster, Nordost, QED, RDC, Ringmat, Sennheiser, Supra, TCI, Tech-link, Van Den Hui, Wireworld

50% 
OFF

Visit our website at

£119.50

hificables.co.uk

1 o%-^
QED SUPRA-HF100 • 2m VDH - HDMI Flat - 1m QED - Optical Audio - 1m

AWARD WINNING CABLES

OoticAudiO
making the right connection

£57.^0 £51.76 K^ £58.49 £34.00 £31.49

IXOS

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.OptjCaUdjO.CO.uk OR FOR ADVICE CALL 0871 66 27 320

suphu M %

NEW 
productJ

Now is the best time to connect British made 
c hies in your hifi system

Why Black Rhodium - Over 75% of Black Rhodium sales are of cables 
manufactured in the UK. Only HDMI, Optical cables and some home cinema 

speaker cables are made outside the UK.

lack hodium
Made in England

Look for ‘MADE IN ENGLAND' 
or 'MADE IN THE UK' printed 

on the side of the cable.
For FREE Factsheet to discover how British made cable can improve sound quality & enhance your enjoyment of music

Email: info@blackrhodium.co.uk or Phone: 01332 342233

co.uk
hificables.co.uk
http://WWW.OptjCaUdjO.CO.uk
mailto:info@blackrhodium.co.uk


Onetad hi-fi systems £1,200^£1,700 [Ultimate Group Test]

PIONEER PD-09/1-19
Distinctive-looking combo marks Pioneer's welcome return to separates

T
hese distinctive-looking siblings are part 
of Pioneer's 'G-clef' range which marked 
its return to hi-fi separates after an 
absence of a few years. Tuned for sound at 
London's Air Studios, they aim to recreate the 

glory days of the A400 amplifier, though how 
much electronic DNA they share with that 
fabled model is unclear. Certainly the A9 has 
come right into the 21 st century with a full set 
of features that weren't in the A400, starting 
with full remote control. In fact, remote control 
is key to both units - lose the remote and you 
lose access to quite a few features, from tone 
controls on the amp to track skip on the disc 
player, which we found frankly irritating.

Apart from that, the D9 is conventional 
enough, as SACD players go - for it does 
indeed play the high-res discs. The only 
surprising thing about it is its considerable 
weight, due as far as we can see to the heavily 
braced base. Component quality within is good, 
with high-performance op-amps, Wolfson DAC 
chips and switch-mode power supply. The 
transport looks similar to the one used by 
Marantz and makes a similar, slightly audible, 
whine. 'Legato Link' digital filtering is selectable 
as an alternative to more the conventional 
brickwall filter, giving some tuning versatility.

The A9 amp is thoughtfully equipped, for 
though there are only four regular line inputs, 
there is a phono stage (MC/MM) and also a 
USB digital input suitable for connection to a 
computer. Input switching and volume control 
are both electronic, the latter using a single­
turn motorised control whose position is 
translated into a setting for the attenuator. 
Volume steps are theoretically l dB, but some of 
them seemed to be inaccessible on our sample. 
There are also tone and balance controls and a 
'Sound Retriever' setting which is claimed to 
have a near-magical effect on MP3 and suchlike 

sources - we weren't entirely convinced. 
Circuitry appears to be dual mono, with 
separate mains transformers for each channel.

SOUND QUALITY
It's probably fair to say that our listeners 
preferred the generalities of this combination to 
the specifics, finding a few points to criticise 
while still enjoying the experience overall.
I ndeed, some of the comments read as if there's 
a conflict between head and heart, the head 
suggesting that this, that and the other is 
perhaps not quite right while the heart simply 
likes the sounds coming from the system.

Tonally, the bass is clear and well-defined with 
good weight, but perhaps not quite the tautness 
that some combinations in this test managed. 
The midrange seems slightly depressed in the 
upper vocals region, making voices less 
prominent than one is accustomed to hearing, 
while the treble is, if anything, a little more 
pronounced than most..

Detail again encountered mixed reactions. 
While it may not be to the highest analytical 
levels, it nevertheless seems to be all there and 
is presented without fuss, making listening 
stress-free. The lack is only felt when one tries 
to pick out fine details within a complex mix of 
sounds, a task which is certainly easier with 
some of the other combinations here.

We were quite impressed by the phono 
stage, at least in its MM (low gain) mode. 
Again, it is not hyper-analytical but it has a 
very pleasing flow to it and preserves the life 
and energy of classic vinyl very well. The USB 
input seems rather less successful, a little 
congested and coarse though plenty adequate 
for occasional use. These units certainly have 
their appeal, but if you are particularly fussy 
about detail and resolution you may find 
them a touch frustrating. HFC

LAB REPORT
Clearly the least powerful unit here, the A9 still 
manages a healthy enough output which, thanks to 
the dual mono construction, is identical into one 
channel or two. Output impedance is remarkably 
low, though typical speaker cable will raise it 
significantly. Frequency response is just detectably 

- attenuated at the audio extremes, while noise is 
exceptionally low but slightly corrupted by low-level 
hum harmonics, in practice unlikely to be audible. 
Distortion from the amp is low and barely rises 
when the load is changed from 8 to 4 ohms. The 
phono stage has admirably flat response, even in 
MC mode extending well below 20Hz. Performance 
from the D9 is also very assured, with low 
distortion, noise and jitter. The frequency response 
within and above the audio band varies depending 
on whether Legato Link is selected, showing some 
roll off above 20kHz with LL and also appreciable 
aliasing distortion.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Dynamic power » -30%

2) Frequency response » +10%

3) Distortion » 0%

4) Dynamic range » 0%

5) Jitter» +30%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Ac.£al

Power output (8 ohms) SSW 66W

Distortion { l kHz/8 ohms) 0.05% 0.004%

FrequenLy response (2GHz-2CkHzj ±0 3dB ±0 . l dB

VERDICT mm ¡aãjfiS
rv ....... !

SOUND
**** Enjoyable and involving 

sound, though some of the 
specifics are open to mild 
criticism. especially detail 
and tautness, both of which 
fall short of standards 
achieved elsewhere in this 
Ultimate Croup Test

F.£z/RLy
****

BUILD

****

VALUE
**** HHICHOKf^ll

★ ★★★★
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SOUND & VISION FROM SEVENOAKS

New KEF iQ
Innovation in the pursuit of reproducing recordings, so 
perfectly they are indistinguishable from live perform­
ance, has been the KEF philosophy since Raymond Cooke 
founded the company in 1961 and remains at the heart of 
every KEF product today. Not least with the Q Series, each 
generation of which has received accolades and awards 
from the International Press.

The latest iteration of the award-winning series raises the bar 
even higher, both subjectively and objectively.The unrivalled 
detailing and off-axis performance of the new Uni-Q ® point 
source array, featuring the 'tangerine' waveguide, enhances 
the frequency response throughout the room and helps to 
deliver spine-tingling realism.

MKEE
Visit www.SSAV.com today!

HEAR KEF'S NEW iQ SPEAKERS
AT THE SEVENOAKS STORES MARKED ■

SEVENOAKS SALE - 13 DECEMBER 2008 -17 JANUARY 2009. ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/01/09. E&OE
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One^brand hi-Ii systems £1,200-£1,700 [Ultimate Group Test

£800/£900 a 01908 366700 €* www.yamaha-uk.com

Y^AMAHA CD-S1000/A-S1000
Solid engineering from Yamaha guarantees a large-scale sound

L
ike Pioneer, Yamaha's dedication to hi-fi 
separates has not been conspicuously 
constant over the years. These two 
certainly proclaim a certain seriousness of 
purpose, with large dimensions, considerable 

weight (especially the power amp, which houses 
one of the largest mains transformers we've seen 
in an integrated amp) and rather smart trim.

In fact there's plenty of good solid 
engineering in there as well. The amp boasts 
several more or less unusual features 
internally, including a complex 'floating 
balanced' arrangement that, in principle, 
should give more accurately symmetrical 
performance than normal configurations and 
a very cunning arrangement for the volume 
and tone controls.

It turns out that the volume, balance and 
tone control knobs all operate regular variable 
resistors which, however, don't handle audio, 
but instead feed a setting back to the digitally 
controlled circuits which implement the 
respective functions. At centre position, the 
tone and balance controls are out of circuit: 
turn any knob a little off-centre and a relay 
clicks internally as the relevant circuits come 
into play. The volume is a motorised control 
which of course 'remembers' settings just like a 
traditional volume control, but adjusts volume 
in precise half-dB steps. A built-in phono stage 
handles both types of cartridge.

The CD-SlOOO is, in fact, an SACD player. 
stereo-only like most of the current crop and 
with the usual SACD minor drawbacks of slow 
disc loading and slight mechanical whine. It is 
neatly assembled inside and there's plenty of 
fresh air in the case despite the presence of a 
fairly large mains transformer. Construction of 
both units is good, with damping of any 
mechanical parts likely to resonate, including 
the heatsinks in the amp.

SOUND QUALITY
Although these units produce a sound of 
considerable scale, there were some doubts 
about both tonal neutrality and the precision of 
presentation. It's a shame to have to report that 
such a good-looking and thoroughly-thought- 
out new arrival on the market emerged as one 
of the less successful in the test (among a 
strong field, let it be said), but that's pretty 
much the inescapable conclusion of our blind 
listeners' notes.

Not that there wasn't some praise and we're 
happy to report that these units could be JUSt 
the thing for lovers of big bass. Low frequencies 
seem quite untrammeled and extend way down 
with real weight and attack. Possibly slightly 
more weight than there should be, but then 
that's not such a crime and after all can work as 
an effective foil to the slightly light bass of 
many smaller speakers.

At the other extreme, treble is clear and crisp, 
though perhaps a little too crisp for some tastes. 
However,midrange is good with particularly clear 
presentation of voices, so much so that listeners 
whose main musical fare is voice-based could 
easily forgive the slight bass and treble foibles.

As for precision, there's an occasional hint of 
raggedness and some vagueness in the stereo 
image, plus a slight lack of 'air' around the 
sound (also audible with SACDs), which was 
commented on at various points by all our 
listeners. The phono stage slightly 
accentuates this and also the treble lift, but 
its bass is actually a little more natural than 
the line inputs'. In general there's a welcome 
degree of get-up-and-go in the sound, which 
brings plenty of life in its wake and, in 
combination with the large-scale nature 
already mentioned, makes for a listening 
experience that can certainly induce a grin, 
with the right music. HFC

Biggest doesn't necessarily mean most powerful, 
and the A-SlOOO's output is spot on the group 
average. There's plenty of current available to drive 
low-impedance loads and at any output level the 
distortion into 4 ohms is barely higher than into 8, 
which confirms that loading isn’t a big deal for this 
amp. Absolute distortion levels are quite low, but 
not as low as some in this group and there's quite 
a high degree of hum modulation present 
especially on high-frequency signals. Noise on line 
inputs is not outstanding, but it's very good on the 
phono inputs which have impressively low hum 
levels. The SACD player has low distortion and 
good measurements in most areas except jitter, 
where a little modulation of the noise floor by 
high-frequency signals shows that clock stability is 
not as high as it might be. Frequency response 
above 20kHz is typical and the player inverts 
absolute phase.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Dynamic power» +5%

2] Frequency response » 0%

3] Distortion » -20%

4] Dynamic range » -10%

5] Jitter» 0%

SPECIFICATIONS |____________________

Measurement Rated Actual
Power output (8 ohms) 90W 102W

Disnxhon ii kHz 8 0.015°0 OOOSJo
Frequency response '2OHz-20kHz) ±03dB ±0 2dB

VERDICT
SOUND

****
Some interesting design 
ideas have gone into these 
units, which nevertheless 
seem a touch lacking in 
both detail and tonality. 
Strong bass is a plus, 
occasionally ragged 
presentation a drawback.

FEATURES

****
BUILD

****
VALUE

****
HIEICHOICE SH
★ ★★★★
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[Ultimate Group Test] One^brand hif systems £1,200-£1,700

CONCLUSIONS
With all our amps having to work extra-hard to impress, three models emerge as front-runners

T
hese six systems were well 
matched in price and in 
many ways also in sound.

At least, their overall level of 
attainment was not vastly 
disparate, but their specific 
strengths and weaknesses make for 
some very interesting comparisons. 
None was in any sense a dud, nor 
did any stand out as clearly 'the 
best'. Of course, we did end up 
with some preferences, but it's the 
grounds for those preferences that 
are the interesting bit.

Although the Yamaha scored 
l owest for sound, it is in no sense 
bad audio kit. Both CD player and 

amp have plenty to offer and the 
bass, in particular, is very 
appealing. Pioneer's units also 
came in for some criticism, but 
despite a few specific areas being 
found (slightly) wanting, the 
overall sound they produced went 
down really rather well and we 
consistently found them inviting 
and pleasant to listen to.

Advance Acoustic is a relatively 
unfamiliar make in this country 
and it takes an unusual approach 
with the combination reviewed 
here. Measured performance may 
look rather unimpressive (though 
most of the figures we obtained 

are perfectly respectable - its 
showing on the bar graph does 
reflect the high group average), 
but it has rather a grand sweep to 
i ts sound that it's hard not to like. 
Yes, detail could perhaps be 
improved, but it's the energy of 
the presentation that clearly made 
the biggest impression on our 
listening panel.

Arcam, Cambridge and Marantz 
are stalwarts of the hi-fi scene 
going back many years and each of 
their submissions to this group has 
a lot to offer. Arcam is memorable, 
not least for its super-sophisticated 
treble, a real taste of high-end 

sound that is in no way 
undermined by the high degree 
of precision achieved elsewhere. 
Cambridge's 840 series 
components are an engineer's 
dream, but also sound astonishingly 
clear, detailed and analytical.
Almost too pure for their own good, 
they do reveal recordings in their 
true colours. And Marantz's all-new 
8003 models excel in rhythm and 
timing, with beautifully neutral 
tonality and plenty of detail too. 
We would hate to have to choose 
in objective terms between those 
three especially - it's very much a 
taste call. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS
TURNTABLES
PROJECT X-PACK £800
Turntable package with great vinyl resets.

TUNERS
CREEK EVOLUTION £495
Classy FM model that achieves unusually 
high purity and tonal balance.

LOUDSPEAKERS
PMC DBl I £825
A highly communicative speaker that 
responds well to hard driving.

AVI DUO £1,299
Highly sophisticated speaker which excels 
at presenting the plain, unvarnished truth.

» Amps generate heat' In a rack, allow 
at least three inches clear above any 
amplifier to dissipate the heat output 
» Use decent cable in and out and 
beware frayed ends of speaker cables. 
Tighten screw-down connectors every 
few months.

»It's 'greener' to switch off at the mains 
rather than use standby and there's 
usually no sonic difference as 'standby' 
powers the audio circuits down anyway. 
» Amps and CD players may be slightly 
microphonic, so place them out of the 
loudspeakers direct line of fire.

CD PLAYERS AND AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE

MAKE
MODEL

Advance Acoustic 

MCD403/ MAP305 IIDA
Aircam 
CD17/ A38

Cambridge Audio 

840C/ 840A V2
Marantz
SA8003/ PM8003

Pioneer

PD-D9/ A-A9

Yamaha

CD-SlOO/ ASlOOO

PRICE £550/£680 £500/£1,200 £750/£750 £700/£630 £650/£600 £800/£900
SOUND ***** ****★ 1. ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

FEATURES ***** ***** ***** | ***** ***** *****
BUILD ***** ***** ***** !***** ***** *****
VALUE ***** **** ***** ***** ***** i*****

OVERALL ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** 1 ****★
CONCLUSION Energetic, large-scale 

music making with great 
bass: a little smudging of 
detail and occasionally 
compromised imaging.

Civilised sound, with a 
deluxe super-smooth - but 
highly detailed -treble. 
Bass is clear if not the 
weightiest ever.

I ncredibly detailed, 
impeccably neutral 
and possessed of more 
than a hint of high-end 
assurance.

Detail isn't the utmost, 
but great vitality from any 
source - CD, SACD or vinyl 
- makes this combination 
quite thrilling.

Enjoyable and involving 
sound, though some of 
the specifics are open to 
mild criticism, especially 
in regard to detail.

Sound is a touch lacking 
in both detail and 
tonality. Strong bass is a 
plus, occasionally ragged 
presentation a drawback.

KEY FEATURES

^M^OUTPUT BK/ OPr Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes

BAL OUT(CD)/ IN(AMP) No/No No/No Yes/Yes No/No No/No No/No

CD TEXT No Yes No No No No

OTHER DISC FORMATS SACD, MP3, WMA SACD, MP3, WMA SACD, MP3, WMA

INFPUlS: LINE F^PHONO/ DIG 3/MM/MC/S 7/Optional/O 9/0/2 5/MM/USB-A 4/MM/MC/USB3 4/MM/MC/0

RECORD OUTPUTS 1 2 1 2 1 1

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT ■• G = GOOD • A = AVERAGE • P = POOR

CLIP POINT (Bohm) 28VG 30.SV G 32VG 27VG 23VA 28.SVG

FUEQIUE^C'Y RESPONSE ±0.6dB A ±0.2d8G ±0.ldBE B±O.ld8E ±0.ldBE ±0.2dB G

DYNAMIC RANGE 98dB A 99dBA 106dBE lOldBG 102dBG ®03dB G

DISTORTION 0.03% G 0.0015% E 0.0012% E . §0.002%E 0.004% E 0.008%G

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE O.lohmG O.lSohm A 0.04ohm E 0.06ohm G 0.03ohmE 0.04ohm E

JITTER 0.Sns A <0.12ns E <O.l2nsE OJnsG <0.12nsE 0.2SnsG

POWER CONSUMPrlON 3W/66W -/3SW ISW/98W ■/30W l.2W/62W -/S7W
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DEFINITIVE AUDI O

I. CEC TLOX Belt Drive CD Transport
2. Living Voice OBX-RW Loudspeaker in Ebony
3. KSL Kondo DAC
4. KSL Kondo Neira Integrated Amplifier

5. SME 2012A Turntable with KSL Kondo iOJ Cartridge
6. New Audio frontiers KT66 Legend Integrated Amplifier
7. Kore-Eda LLA-1 Control Amplifier & PLA-1 Power Amplifier

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk www.delinitiveaudio.co.uk
Konno LIVINGVOICE

KSL Kondo | living Voice | New Audio Frontiers I Van Den Hui (cartridges) | SME | CEC | Kore-Eda | Sugden | Art Audio | Western Electric I R<esolutton | Esoteric | Reson

mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.delinitiveaudio.co.uk


There was

There still is!

Internet Radio

always something 
very special 
about a mini.

TEAC

EURE

The new Reference 380. The ultimate mini system.
The Reference 300 Mini System achieved acclaim worldwide for its stunning looks and component quality perfonmance. The new Reference 380 
continues that tradition with 45W+45W power output, CD player supporting CD, CDRIRW and MP3 discs, plus a DAB/FM and internet radio tuner 
giving you thousands of radio stations through integrated wi-fi technology or ethemet connection. It also features a USB port and iPod dock* with 
adapters included. Real hi-fi power and uncompromising quality at a price that will tempt you even more. The new Reference 380 series from TEAC. 
the leaders in digital mini systems. Call us on 0845 130251 I, e-mail inf^^eac.co.uk or visit ^^w.teac.co.uk.
Be prepared for a new generation of music.

*optional extra 0520 @ £30

Reference 380 compatible with:

iPhone and 
iPodTouch 
8/16/32GB

iPod video/ 
colour display 

20/30/40/60GB

i Pod 11 Pod 

Classic mini
80/160GB _ 4/6GB

The leaders in digital musicTEAC

eac.co.uk
w.teac.co.uk


ASK
A LAN
Got a burning hi-fi question? Ask Alan...

Send your queries to:
Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW7 6NW. 
Or email your queries to alan.sircom@futurenet.co.uk

DJ CABLE UPGRADE

Dear Alan,
I want to upgrade my speaker cable and 

was thinking of Chord Carnival Silverscreen, 
QED Silver Anniversary XT, Kimber 4PR, 8PR 
or 4VS. What would you recommend/ The 
length of cable will have to be 10 meters to 
each speaker. I use a Marantz CD63 SE CD 
player, a Musical fidelity X-A l amp, Cyrus FM 
7.5, Nordost Black knight interconnect, and 
B&W 602 S3 speakers. I currently use Proel 
12awg speaker cable (from a DJ music shop) 

I was also thinking of upgrading CD player to 
Cyrus CD6S or CD6SE. I mainly listen to 
modern music.

Martin Moran via email

HFC We rarely recommend spending a 
great deal on wire, suggesting 10-15 per 
cent of the total cost of the system should 
be good enough to make the kit shine. But 
the samples you have suggested all fit the 
profile. Of the cables you shortlist, we'd 
go for the Kimber 8PR, especially if you 
choose to bi-wire the speakers. This is 
because at 10 metre lengths, the 
interference-reducing weave of the 
cable really makes a lot of sense.

The update from Marantz to Cyrus is 
a good one, but it's possibly not the 
magical transformation some have 
come to expect from an upgrade. Chalk 
that one down to the original Marantz 
product. Nevertheless, the upgrade is 
still significant, but definitely worth 
an audition.

Squeezing out the CD 
Dear Alan,

My interest in hi-fi has recently been 
rekindled by the demise of my Cyrus? CD 
player, which despite a trip back to Cyrus and 
a new laser, still will not play a single track 
without skipping violently.

I read with interest your articles on music 
servers and was thinking about using a Logitech 
Squeezebox in place of a new CD player. The 
trouble is my PC is in a different room, and the 
thought of having to turn the computer on to 
listen to music after spending the whole day in 
front of one fills me with horror.

After reading the recent review of the 
Cambridge Audio DacMagic I am wondering if 
this is the way to go. I could get a 2nd hand 
CD player to use as a transport, and the 
DacMagic will improve the performance of my 
DVD player as well. I believe the DacMagic can 
also be connected to a PC via a USB cable as 
well, though I am not sure how complicated it 
is to get iTunes to stream digital data through 
the USB port7 Also I got to thinking I could 
feed the DacMagic with an iPod Classic: 120GB 
could hold 150 CDs I in uncompressed format, 
more than enough for my everyday use. This 
must be a reasonable solution, though I suspect 
not as good as a replacement for the CD7.

Lastly, is there any manufacturer of internet 
tuners for hi-fi as I have a wireless connection 
at home7 I believe the Squeezebox 
incorporates this feature, but I don't know of 
any standalone units.

Michael Stopher via email

HFC You have just described three (actually 
a lot more) fine pathways to good sound. 
The Squeezebox option is a great one, 
although as you point out, you need your 
computer powered up. At least initially 
- a network attached storage box can run 
SqueezeCentre as a standalone. This will 
also help improve the pathway to internet 

radio into your system, although for that, 
you need your PC up and running.

You can also improve the Squeezebox by 
adding a DAC like the DacMagic, which can 
also improve the lot of an older CD and a DVD 
player. Whether the server solution or the CD 
solution is best for you depends on the age 
of the transport and how you rate the concept 
of using a server to hold all your discs.

The DacMagic-plus-iPod solution is a good 
one, but only one dock will allow you to 
gain access to the digital datastream in 
your iPod -the Wadia 170t. And that costs 
nigh on £400, before you include iPod or 
DAC. This also slows down the access time 
to your iPods controls, but it does turn your 
iPod into a de facto server.

Monitor mismatch

Dear Alan,
At the risk of asking another boring upgrade 

question, I would appreciate some expert advice 
to avoid a mismatch. I have a pair of Monitor 
Audio GS60 floorstanders, which have recently 
replaced a pair of Spendor SPl s. I also have a 
pair of new Sennheiser HD650 headphones. I 
play this through a 1980's vintage Tandberg 
Series 3000 (150wpc), pre/power amp/tuner. 
This is partnered with a Thorens turntable and 
an early Phillips CD player. I plan to replace the 
FM tuner in the short term, probably replacing 
this with a digital tuner at a later date. I also 
expect to change the CD player soon (although 
the turntable is no longer required). I am also 
considering replacing the pre/power with a C
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Do I DAB?
Dear Alan,

I am in my 80s and I currently have an 
Audiolab BOOOT FM/AM tuner My concern is 
that I don't want to end with an obsolete tuner 
(or indeed leave it for my family) if DAB replaces 
FM. On the other hand, I don't like to lose a good 
quality tuner and get a digital one that might not 
be as good. There doesn't seem to be any 
advantage in getting DAB/FM since FM will be 
dropped when digital comes in.

My current set-up uses Nairn amplifiers, a 
Micromega CD, Pioneer cassette and Mission 
l oudspeakers. I listen to classical, C&W, Irish and 
Scottish folk and even some 50s pop.

Robert Grant Newcastle-upon-Tyne

HFC Reports of FM's demise are greatly 
exaggerated Robert. While there are distinct

0 pure Class A or maybe valve design. Or possibly 
bi-amping the speakers with Cyrus and using a 
valve-based CD player instead. I am also looking at 
Sugden and Bryston.

I frequently use the tuner and headphone set-up, 
for which a socket/amplification is needed. I seek to 
achieve a warmer sound. The new GS60s, to me, have 
marvellous scale and detail, but have a slightly 
harder sound in my present set-up. A short list of 
mid-range Pre/Power Amp/CD/Tuner combinations 
and cables suitable for the GS60s would be most 
helpful. I realise that it finally depends upon my ears 
and listening room, but recommended possibilities 
would be most helpful in reducing the guesswork.

John Pearce via email

HFC The joy of Monitor Audio speakers is they 
are easy to drive... but not that easy. The bass 
drivers in particular can be punishing to smaller 
valve amplifiers and generally we recommend 
something solid-state as a perfect partner for the 
GS60. On the other hand, too bright and steely a 
solid-state amplifier can make the speakers 
sound 'zingy'. If always played at lower listening 
levels, the Sugden A21 SE is a perfect partner, 
but if you feel the need to wig out from time to 
time, you'll need something more gutsy.

The Bryston BP26/ 3BSST is ideal here, as is 
Arca m's C31 I P38 combination. Both the Bryston 
and Arcam sport headphone sockets. We still 
favour the Cambridge Audio Azur 840C, Arcam's 
FMJ CD37 and Cyrus CD8SE players for the front 
end, but you could also include Leema's Stream 
player in the mix. If you are intent on an FM-only 
tuner, the Creek Evolution is a budget superstar, 
while the Onkyo T-4555 is the excellent all-round 
DAB/ FM choice.

advantages to DAB (if you want to hear classic 
BBC radio comedies, for example, BBC 7 is a 
DAB-only channel that virtually justifies the 
format on its own), performance isn't 
necessarily one of them. And you shouldn't 
worry about the FM switch-off, either. The 
chance of FM being turned off in the next dozen 
years seems remote at best. No date has been 
set for FM - or even AM - switch off. Although 
analogue radio will eventually be turned off, 
that particular switch is unlikely to be thrown 
this side of 2017, or even 2020, as the BBC has 
recently suggested to a Government taskforce 
on the subject. We'd say if you want to 
experience the joys of DAB's extra channels, buy 
a Pure Evoke portable radio. But keep the 
Audiolab... it's a honey.

Two Castles

Dear Alan,
It's hard to get an honest opinion of my current 

set-up and what the next upgrade could possibly be. 
My set up is a Nairn CD5i CD player, powered by 
a Nairn NAC 122X preamp and Nairn NAP 150 
power amp. Speakers are a pair of Castle's Howard S3s 
and I have spent some dosh on good cables and 
a power filter.

Separately, I have through another integrated 
amp (an old Pioneer 7.1, but it does the job) that is 
hooked to my DVD player (Marant2 9600) and a pair 
of Castle Sterling, placed next to the Howard. What 
would you suggest for a next purchase to upgrade my 
stereo side?

Mark Brandon via email

HFC First, we'd suggest running through the same 
speakers along the front. Your home cinema 
speakers sing along in sympathy whenever you play 
hi-fi and vice versa. Finding a way of using the

Nairn to drive the front speakers in your home 
cinema system would provide a sound for both. 
We're also less than convinced of the efficacy of 
expensive cables and a power filter for Nairn 
equipment. Most Nairn equipment seems to work 
best with low-bling cables.

You seem particularly fond of the Castle sound 
(given both your speaker choices); as such, you 
need to look at designs from the likes of PMC, 
Neat and Spendor. You could also check out the 
Ruark Talisman Ill as a suitable alternative.

Alan's Tips
Getting the best from 

YOUR TUNER

Although DAB makes life relatively easy 
for radio enthusiasts - DAB's signal 
handling generally means either the tuner 
works... or doesn't - FM radio is more 
demanding. In particular, FM can be 
plagued by noisy signals and multipath 
distortion (where the signal from the 
transmitter is undermined by reflections o f 
the same signal bounced off tall buildings 
and the like). Many of these problems can 
be fixed with the simple expedient of a 
good, roof-mounted FM aerial.

A dedicated FM aerial, aimed at the 
correct transmitter mast will maximise the 
original signal, while an aerial with a 
good 'rejection rate' will help reduce the 
negative effects of signals coming from 
other areas. Of course, if you listen to 
stations from more than one transmitter 
(BBC and commercial stations for 
example), you either have to use a circular 
aerial (at the expense of some multipath 
distortion) or an aerial with a rotator and 
re-target the aerial whenever you listen to 
a station on a different transmitter. If you 
listen to Radio 4 exclusively and have no 
plans to listen to anything else, go for a 
directional aerial; if not, an omni 
directional will be a better option. One 
thing that really doesn't work, though, is 
to use the TV aerial on a 'splitter'. The TV 
and radio signals are deliberately kept 
apart to prevent one interfering with 
another, so they are at different 
frequencies and polarisation. Which 
means you would be far better off with 
even a cheap omni aerial for radio.

There is also a temptation to boost a 
weak signal by using a gain amplifier, 
most commonly found on cheap TV-top 
aerials. However, this can often be the 
cause of more trouble than it purports to 
cure, because if you have a signal plaguec 
with multipath distortion, you boost the 
distortion as well as the original signal.

If you fancy a spot of roof-mounted DIY, 
then Antiference is a good name to look 
for in aerials. But don't dismiss the local 
aerial installer; they have a geographical 
sixth sense born out of a remarkable 
understanding of the tricks and traps of 
the region and will be able to install an 
aerial faster and align it more accurately 
than us mere mortals could ever hope to 
do. Check out the Confederation of Aeria I 
Industries Ltd website (== www.cai.org.uk) 
to find a locaI expert.
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MARANTZ PREMIUM

www.ssAV.com

HEAR SELECTED PREMIUM PRODUCTS Delighted by the incomparable performance of its Reference Series, Marantz 
has put the same technologies at work in its Premium Range - into three new 
separates to be exact: a pre-amplifier, a power amplifier, and a newly upgraded 
SA-CD player. This means that, more than ever, the Premium Range enables 
you to immerse yourself in the original performance.

SEVENOAKS SALE - 13 DECEMBER 2008 -17 JANUARY 2009. ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/01/09. E&OE
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SA-11S2 SUPER AUDIO CD PLAYER
The SA-11S2 Super Audio CD player reaches 
new heights of audio excellence. Includ­
ing many of the design features found in 
Marantz's flagship model, the SA-11S2 SA-CD 
player producesan unsurpassed quality of 
dynamics and pace that is more usually asso­
ciated with the recording studio. Playback of 
SA-CD has never been so exhilarating - even 
Audio CD will sound as never heard before.

SC-11S1 PREAMPLIFIER
In developing the SC-11 SI, Marantz took as 
much as possible from its Reference Series 
SC-7S2. Unparalleled attention to detail in the 
design and development of the input/output, 
volume and power supply circuits means 

the SC-11S1 leads the field in sound quality 
giving a scintillating audio experience with 
crystal clear transparency.

SM-11S1 POWER AMPLIFIER
This fully balanced stereo power amplifier has 
been designed and engineered to provide 
extraordinary sonic performance. With 
technology derived from Marantz's legendary 
MA-9S2, it is constructed using only the 
highest-quality components and is capable of 
producing a very healthy 200W per channel 
into 8 ohms.

Visit www.SSAV.com today!

the experts in home entertainment SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

http://www.ssAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


SERVO EVOLUTION
SUPERIOR CD PLAYERS FROM CYRUS

So, after 18 month's development the 'Servo 
Evolution' (SE) CD players and dedicated CD 
transport have finally arrived.

The biggest limitation in hi-fi CD players is the 
laser and servo that reads the music from the 
disc because it is not specifically designed for 
high performance audio. Knowing this is a 
performance barrier, Cyrus spent 18 months 
developing its own CD engine specifically 
designed for the highest sound quality possible.

The SE engine is all the elements before the 
DAC. Cyrus has carefully chosen the disc 
loader, laser, motors and most importantly, 
the software that controls the laser travel, 
focus and data spiral tracking accuracy. The 
servo software is the bit that controls these 
components and allows Cyrus' engineers to 
tune the elements for ultimate accuracy.

You don't need to be an experienced hi-fi buff 
to appreciate the differences, the new SE based 
CD players sound obviously better because it's 
unique new CD engine is 'made for high-end 
audioiTo learn more and download the new SE 
brochure go to www.servo-evolution.co.uk

The new SE based players comprise:

CD X t SE A high-end CD transport using the SE 
engine and several dedicated power supplies.

CD 8 SE Based on the same platform as the 
transport but with an advanced DAC section 
and twin low noise power supplies.

CD 6 SE Benefits from the same high 
performance SE platform but has simpler DAC 
and power supply sections.

And in true Cyrus tradition the players are each 
upgradeable!

Hearthem in action at a Sevenoaks store near 
you.

CYRUS SE CD PLAYERS
AVAILABLE AT THE SEVENOAKS STORES MARKED •

Visit www.SSAV.com today!
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Subscribe to HLFICHOICE for just !3.74 a month and 
receive a £15 lsoTek Test Disc, a £50 lsoTek mains 
connector and a £26 Nordost ECO 3 antistatic kit

Full System Enhancer 
Rejuvenation Disc

"To celebrate Christmas 
this year, we've teamed up 
with our friends at Active 
Distribution to offer the 
first 25 new subscribers to 
Hi-Fi Choice an amazing 
deal. Our three^gift 
accessory package is 
wonh an incredible £90, 
but it can be yours with a 
new subscription, but hurry, 
this is a one^off special offer 
and is extremely limited." 
Dan George, 
Eilitor Hi-Fi Choice

lsc5rek®
www. i soteksystems. corn

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: You will receive 13 issues per year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. Offer is only available for new UK subscribers paying 
via Direct Debit In the event that the grft advertised becomes out of stock due to unexpectedly high demand or otherwise unavailable foi reasons beyond our 
control, we will provide an alternative gift of equivalent price and quality. Gift offer limited to the hrst 25 subscribers. Your subswption will start with the next 
available issue. If at any time during the hrst 60 days you are dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues 
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Q Acoustics KEF Jamo

KEF's stylish yet acoustically superb "egg^ designed speakers are 

the icon of an entire hi-fi generation. The KHT2005.3 is yet 
another upgrade on this classic design and yet another success. 
This award winning home cinema speaker package boasts and 

array of high quality components, all adding up to a chic, superbly 
engineered system that delrvers way beyond what you would 

expect for the price.

The 1 COOi Cinema Package offers a truly astonishing home 
cinema pertormance at a very affordable price. Comprising of 

4 x 1010i speakers for the front eft and right as well as the rear 
channels, 1 x 1000Ci Centre Channel Speaker and 1 x 1000Si 
Subwoofer, 5.1 Surround Sound allows you to fully enjoy and 

appreciate a full cinema surround sound experience in your 

own home,

The DMR70 has an input for Pods and MP3 players, upscales nornal 
DVD playback via an HDMI connection. Oh, and don't forget handy 
features lke ar integrated FM radio with ROS. The DMR70 is rore 
than a traditional standalone DVD recreceiver. Built to match Jamo 
sbeakers A102 & MOO and subwoofers SUB200 and A400SUB, the 
DMA70 is the ep(tome of understated Scandinavian design.

AV SPEAKER PACKAGE 
KHT2005.3

CINEMA SYSTEM
A102HCS12

SPEAKER PACK 
1010i

Specialist items at great prices with
■MR

INFORMATION INFORMATION INFORMATION

FREE EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF CHECK ONLINE
THE CINEMA

DELIVERY

Products, technology and 
irresistable prices

LCD PROJECTOR
Experience the thrill of the cinema in the comfort of your 

own home. The Epson EMP-TW700 lets you enjoy all your 

favorite movies, sports, video games and more on the big 

screen. Designed to impress, the Epson EMP-TW700 is a 

stylish home cinema projector that performs in any room. 

HD ready, the 720p resolution gives you the highest 

possible image quality for maximum entertainment.

M SERIES SCREEN
The 10013 M-series electrical projector screen has 

dimensions 174x102 16:9, matte white, Gain 1.5. 

White aluminium housing fits most decoration styles. 

A long life-time is guaranteed through the use of high 

quality components.

EMP-TW700

Epson
10013_______

Beamax

TELEVISION STAND
Cielo

FINEWOODS STAND
FW1100

PREMIUM MIXED
Atabites

SPEAKER STANDS
Aurora 6

Atacama
I INFORMATION INFORMATION INFORMATION INFORMATION

Whether you're watching something old or 
something new, it will always look great in Oelo. 
The CIELO 9329 EO is three component wide 
three shelf system with an adjustable centre shetf. 
Designed for use in large sized home theatre 
systems. This model is available in an espresso 
on oak finish

This 3 shelf support holds up to SO^ and has a 
stunning real wood veneer fnish to complement 
contemporary wood furniture. The unit has a 
practical open design with space for 4 pieces of 
AV equipment side by side with toughened safety 
glass conforming to BS6206A used in al 
glass components.

Bought some award winning Aurora 6 speaker 
stands, but not sure what to put in them? And 
disappointed you can not use them as a fish tank? 
Well... Atacama have now introduced Atabrtes 
Premium. Choose between emerald, quartz, 
sapphire, mixed crystals or sparkling powder.

Atacama have l^n designing audiophite speaker 
stands and hi-fi racks for years. Their experience 
and legendary quality has brought us to a defining 
moment with the release on their brand new 
Aurora 6 speaker stands. The design approach is 
certainly outside the box with the stands column a 
clear glass cylinder and the base a dear glass 
teardrop with integrated spikes.

Pioneer Omonitoraudio p^kaucfio »audiopro

:T^the and Conditions Ai offers. paces and stock are subject to availably and change, Al goods rerre<nain the property of HR 8rt:z^^ paid in futl, in the with the Distance sethe regt.tations 2000 you may cancel vow other within seven 
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free delivery

« ’’■"KT A

Specialists 
thousands

kmkck &SHHK assa —___
MB MM MMI MMI 
MMI ■■ MMI MMI 
MMMOHHB HiFiBitZ...
With over 130 brands offering awe-inspiring 
products from hard-to-find to more popular 
items, few can match our experience, range 
and stockholding.

Free delivery, excellent after-sales support 
and tempting finance options ensure you 
will come back for more.

www.HiFiBitz.co.UK 08700 276 888
£ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE £ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE

AV RECEIVER
Based on a winning design for high-definition home 

theatre reproduction, the TX-SR876 is a 

comprehensive A/V processing “hub” with a deep 

reservoir of amplification power to draw on. Revelling 

in its new THX Ultra2 Plus certification, the TX-SR876 

shows its class with a broad range of capabilities, 

phenomenal performance, and noticeable finesse.

CD PLAYER
The NAD C525BEE is a versatile, high-performing, 

and highly affordable CD player. It offers significantly 

reduced jitter and improved tracking ability, especially 

from CD-R and CD-RW discs. It also has welcome 

programming features and is a great addition to any 

fledgling hi-fi separates system.

AMPLIFIER
Roksan have done it again with the new Kandy K2 

range. The Kandy K2 Integrated Amplifier is an 

improvement on the ever popular Kandy L.lll amp, 

offering performance expected of high-end amplifiers 

costing double the price. The K2 brings with it a more 

accurate, delicate and powerful sound than its 

predecessor whilst maintaining the same impressive 

price point.

CD PLAYER
For years Roksan have lead the way in the hi-fi 

separates market, creating components of outstanding 

quality at affordable prices. With the new Kandy K2 CD 

Player they have really stepped things up a notch, 

improving vastly on the previous Kandy MKIII yet 

managing to maintain the same, popular price point.

TX-SR876

Onkyo

C525BEE

NAD

Kandy K2___________________________________________

Roksan

Kandy K2

Roksan

Pure Digital

DAB AND FM RADIO
EVOKE FLOW

Welcome to a whole new world of tistening. The Pure 
Digital Evoke Flow brings you the huge variety of audio 
available on the internet alongside traditional DAB and FM 
radio and your own digital music collection. This is 
achieved through WiFi internet connection for internet 
radio, listen again, podcasts and media streaming from 
your PC, Mac or laptop. All this comes in a stylish. 
portable package that has set the standard for the next 
generation of Pure Digital radios.

Logitech

BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS^
LEKTOR 1

UNIVERSAL REMOTE
HARMONY 1 OOO

The Logitech Hannony 1 OOO features a brilliant 3.5" 
colour touch screen that allows for one-touch activity­
based control of even the most sophisticated AN 
components. Say goodbye to the wasted time and 
unnecessary complexity of multiple remotes controlling 
multiple devices; Logitech's patented Smart State 
Technology makes it easy! Control your HDlV adjust 
aspect ratios. or change sound modes.

FOR MORE 5 STAR 
DEALS VISIT
WWW.HiFiBitZ.CO.UK

It's very hard to not to be impressed by the Dali 

Lektor 1 bookshelf speakers. Their compact 
size offers an uncompromising presence in any 

room and the audio performance they produce 
will both astound and surprise .

Shure

IN-EAR
HEADPHONES
SE420

Shure's SE420 sound isolating earphones feature Dual 
TruAcoustic MicroSpeakers and a sound isolating 
design. They use dedicated tweeters and woofers to 
provide a detailed sound stage that's free from outside 
noise. Lows, mids and highs are distinct and defined for 
accurate reproduction for all the details of your music.

inFocus teac ■ Q minion WW 2 through
[acowks]

Full terms and conditions of the sae are available at aww. co terms aso The terms of sate do not sffect your statutory ri^rts. finance options are avajlabte on aH -terns priced (1 £400 e.g. Buy Now Pay September 2007.

Al caHS are recorded for training purposes.

http://www.HiFiBitz.co.UK
http://WWW.HiFiBitZ.CO.UK


by design

SOUND & VISION FROM SEVENOAKS

The affordable T-Series by REL brings the 
benefits of true sub-bass to high-fidelity audio 
systems at any price. Four years of extensive 
research and development has resulted in REL's 
most accomplished entry-level series to date 
with class-leading dynamics and exceptional 
low-frequency extension. Utilising a sealed 
cabinet with active/passive driver array and 
external cabinet bracing frame, the range 
provides dynamic transient attack along with 
extended sub-bass output.

REL

T-Series
SUBWOOFERS

With three models available to suit a range 
of audio systems and room sizes, the T-Series 
boasts all the refinements one expects from 
REL. Exceptional build quality, advanced cross­
over networks and low level (RCA), ,1/LFE and 
simultaneous high-level input for seamless 
speaker integration.

Take a RELT-Series demonstration today.

HEAR THEM TODAY
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How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to mate a 
shortlist of components foryour system. Pick the ones that 
best suityourtaste and budget; then use our Dealer 
Classified section to find specialist outlets where you can 
audition these components with your favourite discs.

Products that score more than four stars overall are 
automatically considered for inclusion in the Hi-Fi 
Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's Choice 
Badges awarded are also displayed.

HI-FICHOICE
BUYER'S BIBLE

Reviews you can trust
Our test results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewers and use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained within these pages, from 
CD and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players. 
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround 
and vision, these components will take you a step 
doserto reality.

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's
Bible - the ultimate guide to the very best 
high performance hrfi and multichannel gear 

you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite current 
products listed under easy-touse categories, plus 
useful information on what to look for and how to get 
the most from your components.

SOURCE COMPÌ 
CD PLAYERS 
DVD PLAYERS 
VINYL
RADIO TUNERS

AMPLIFIERS
STEREO AMPLIFIERS

ANCILLARIES 
HEADPHONES 
CABLES
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GLOSSARY
DEALER GUIDE 
DEALER DIRECTORY

LOUDSPEAKERS 
STEREO SPEAKERS 
SUBWOOFERS
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BUYER’S BIBLE CB PLAYERS

CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence 
of new formats and the 
resurgence of an old one

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 
formats if you require breadth of 
choice. And despite the fact that 
other sources will play CDs, if you 
want to hear your discs at their 
best, there's little substitute for a 
dedicated CD player.

I t's also the most enduring 
format on the market. Despite 
high-resolution contenders like 
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 
has been able to undermine this 
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a 
stream of 1 s and Os off a disc that 
spins at a constantly changing 
speed (to counteract the 
increasing length of 'groove'). This 
bitstream is then digitally 
filtered before undergoing 
digital-to-analogue conversion in 
the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and 
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc 
and converting the data are 
sometimes split between a CD 
transport and separate DAC in 
so-called two-box players. A 
popular approach with very 
high-end kit, this separates the 
electronically noisy elements from 
the sensitive analogue stages, but 
can introduce timing errors known 
as jitter, therefore one-box players 
usually offer best results where 
budget is a consideration.

Q&A
WHITSIDIC?
A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 
fundamental part of any CD player and converts 
the digits read from the disc into an analogue 
music waveform which is amplified to line level.
WHY HIVE SEPIRITE TRANSPORTS & DICS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 
creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 
DAC means the conversion can be done with less 
interference.

SI
SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced 
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of 
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has 
/\the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 
^^ I channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are 

V / usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be 
able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD and 
even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section.

CAN I USE IN OOTBOm DIC ^H 
MY INTEGRATED CD PUYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.
DO I NEED DIGITIL CABLES FOR I CD PUYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 
cables with 75 ohms impedance are useful when 
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.
WHIT IS OVE^MPUNG/UPSAMPUNG?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 
frequency by a whole number, usually between four 
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let 
the DAC to work in a more linear fashion.

Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched 
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer 
to large changes in sampling rate such as from 
44.1 kHz to 192 kHz.
CAN I PUY SICDS ON I NORMIL CD PUYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.
CAN I PUY DVDS ON I CD PUYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

mr

0

Rega Apollo £498
Rega's latest entry-level player is a splendidly musical performer, given its modest 
price. Bass is good, midrange is greatand high frequencies are truly exceptional.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICE 
magazine

Marantz SA8003 £700
Just missing our Awards judging for 2008, the high-scoring SA8003 is our current 
favourite playei under £1,000. Playing both CD and SACD, the 8003 is a class act.

96 HI-FI CHOICE | januaWH 2009



Audio-only CD and SACD players
§BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

HIFI
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Arcam CD37 £1,000
A welcome flagship newcomer, with sound that does honours to the venerable CD format, 
while also helping to prove the worth of SACD. Practical, unfussy and excellent value.

january 2009 I HI-FI CHOICE 97

EMM Labs CDSA £9,495
Although expensive, the high-end CDSA from Canadian expert EMM Labs manages to 
redefine the performance ofboth CD and SACD. A true audiophile piece of kit.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [k] EDITOR’S CHOICE

CD PLAYERS

CD PLAYERS BUYER’S BIBLE

SPECIFICATIONS

EDITOR S CHOICEBEST BUY

EISES! SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output lor digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. 
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosi ink output for digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CO-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-AW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-As.
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLA output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6 .3mm) headphone jack lined to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

o Arcam DiVA CD73 450 Neatly built and well-presented player that's especially good at bass and timing, with detail hardly less assured • ji rr i jir r. • 301

□ Arcam CD37 1,000 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution do honours to CD and SAGO alike • ji rr • 310

D Cairn Tornado 850 The Tornado is a full-on experience that shuns compromise and delivers intensely real sound for its price • • 305D Cambridge Audio Azur 740C 500 Very flexible, this innovative upsampling player sounds exceptionally neutral and highly informative • • • ¿i çr 293

□ Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Ultra-civilised sound is not to every taste: rhythm-lovers may find this player frustrating • • • • 306

D Creek Eva 495 A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value • El Tr ror 285

D Denon DCD-500AE 160 Cheap, well built and good, if slightly soft-edged sound quality • • • 295

D Marantz CD6002 280 A hint of treble unevenness is the only specific flaw: performance is class-leading in most areas • • • • • 301

O Marantz SA8003 700 Classic Marantz sound in a classy and attractive package. Our favourite sub-£1,000 player. • • 312

□ Naim CD5i 875 Its strikingly competent musical performance comfortably exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player • 307

D Quad 99CD-S 650 Revels in big music thanks to fearless presentation: smaller-scale works can lack focus i jir r. • • 291

D Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy performer • i jir r. 285

D Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, if not truly great, all-rounder with CD and fine multi-channel SAGO performance • • • • 276D Yamaha CD-S2000 999 Sophisticated, this is a beautifully controlled, high-resolution player, although SACD is stereo-only • ! • • • 309

mo £i.oooIs] Audio Research CD5 4,500 Audibly better than most CD players on the market - natural and refined, yet assertive and very dynamic • • • 312

0 Bryston BCD-1 2,050 Not as open as some but rather more timely than most, it sounds a lot more gripping than it looks • • • 300

D Cairn Fog 3 1,995 Ergonomically challenged, high energy player with Gallic charm and digital preamp on board • • • 302[æ] Chord Red Reference CD 13,345 The definitive statement in Red Book CD playing, this player's look and sound places it at the top of the tree • • • 299

D Classe CDP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced • • • ¿irr 286

O Cyrus Audio CD 8 SE 1,100 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music i j i r r1 • • 310

□ Cyrus Audio CD8x!PSX-R 1,400 Lightness of touch is the key here, but there is also good bass and some very fine detail on offer too • • 295

EMM Labs CDSA 6,995 Classy, stripped down to basics SACD/CD player with some excellent engineering below decks • • ■ or • 302

Esoteric X-05 3,495 Superb resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you into the music • i jir r. • • 314

Leema Antila 2,495 Musically engaging player that will have you going through your CDs afresh. Balanced connection is best i j i r r1 çr. • • 291

D Leema Stream 1,095 The most timely disc player at its price point has tactile imaging and good dynamics, but unusual control system • • 306

D Linn Akurate CD 3,985 This highly engaging multiformat non-video player doesn't have huge transparency, but is musically addictive • • • • 299

Marantz SA-11S2 2,700 Superb value for money, this well-balanced player features various filter settings to customise performance • • •........• 304

Marantz SA-7S1 5,000 Something of a bargain even at this price, the SA-7S1 sets the benchmark for CD/SAGO players of its ilk • 1 e 297

Meridian G08 2,250 Advanced digital processing with special apodising filter that gives a very clean sound s 1 1* A 312

Nairn HDX 4,500 The HDX hard disk player represents an entirely new paradigm for high-fidelity replay. Who needs CD players? ri rr a • 311

D Rega Saturn 1,298 Good detail, lively natural bass, and good integration of musical strands without losing their individual character • • • 295

D Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,250 An exceptionally fine CD player that provides a high-end and musically rewarding performance • • 307

D Shanling CD-T1DOOSE 1,600 Commendably committed player which gets right to the heart of a wide variety of musical styles • • • 306

0 Sony SCD-XA5400ES 1,199 Elegant, refined control system and very strong CD/SACD performance. Sound is bold with high resolution * • • e • 313
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DVD PLAYERS
Disc players for audio and video

Although players featuring both 
DVD-Audio and DVD-Video are 
thin on the ground, the universal

disc player (that also supports SACD and 
CD alongside the DVD formats) continues 
to dominate the worlds of audio and video 
alike. In fact, it's rare to find a DVD player 
that doesn't support DVD-Audio and SACD 
these days.

So, what advantages do universal disc 
players hold over traditional CD players'

DVD-AUDIO, HD DVD AND BLU-RAY
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution music format 
that offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby

Digital tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs.

£7VO The discs can be played on any DVD 
player, but can only be appreciated at 
their best with a DVD-A or universal disc 

player. In fairness, the DVD-Audio format 
has not proved to be a resounding success, and 
SACD discs are more readily available.

Put simply... choice. A DVD player or 
universal offer the listener the chance to 
use far more than just your CDs and build 
up a wider collection of music and video, all 
played through one device. The technology 
has matured now, and the performance of 
all formats played through these devices 
gets surprisingly close to dedicated players 
these days. The same cannot be said of Blu- 
ray or HD DVD players, many of which are 
not yet good enough to play CD well.

Q&A
WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs 
for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 
and the coaxial digital output 
for DTS and Dolby Digital 
movie soundtracks.

The two new kids on the block are HD DVD 
and Blu-ray. Both the same physical size as the 
CD and DVD disc, these formats offer even 
more data storage capacity than DVD (up to 
SOGB instead of DVD's 8.SGB). However, these 
formats are the exclusive domain of home 
cinema and gaming fans. Sadly, the possibility 
of super-high-resolution music-only Blu-ray or 
HD DVD discs remains distant at best.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is HDMI, 
then component video, 
followed by RGB Scart. All these 
are clearly superior to S-video 
and the basic corn posite 
video option.
DOI NEED A MULTICHANNEL 
AMP TOUSE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music 
and movie soundtracks in 
multichannel surround. DVD 
players can be used with stereo 
amps and just two speakers to 
great effect, but you'll only get 
stereo, not surround sound.
WHAT IS1080P?
HDTV is defined by the number 
of Iines the picture creates and 
whether it's interlaced (like old 
TV) or progressive scan (like a 
PC monitor).

00 0 o 010[]'.) I I CONTROL LABEL 
e

HDMI LINK: A flat, multi-pin socket 

that carries digital audio and video, 

like a digital SCART lead. Arguably 

the best choice for HDTV pictures.

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow socket is 

composite; red, green and blue sockets are 

for component; the small black multipin 

socket is S-Video; the big one is SCART

DIGITAL OUTPUTS:

For Dolby Digital, 

DTS and PCM 

audio bitstreams.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For 

stereo and multichannel connections, 

use these for best results with 

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.

98 Hl-fl CHOICE I january 2009



DVD PLAYERS go
;i.

§ §AudioNideo disc players s: s: (/>
s:

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

10% OFF Linn DS Offer ends 31/12/08*

ESH£| DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in two and multichannel modes.

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output tor digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player.

Hl Fl HOICE 
\ magazine Z

HI Fl HOICE 
magazine

HIFIHOICE 
X magazine /

HIFI
\ magazine /

Accustic Arts Surround Player 1 £4,495
High-quality', high price Pioneer-based machine with excellent sound quality.

Naim HDX - A Hard Disk Revolution

Arcam DiVA DV135 £900
Stereo-only SACD and DVD-A, but excellent performance with audio and video.

NAO T585 £800 z
This universal player borrows from NAD's Masters Series to make a cracking all-rounder.

Pioneer DV-LX50 £450
A universal player that does a good job across all formats and offers a great picture, too.

Visit and audition a full NaimNet System with NSOl server, NNPOl amps & NNTOl Tuner

The new Nairn HDX is an ideal product for those who value their album collection but want it 
all in one place with a flexible search facility while retaining that unique Nairn quality. The HDX 
will play CD, most popular formats, store 600 albums, offers USB, extra NAS storage and helps 
grow your musical horizons with 6 streamed outputs. You can also upgrade the power supply. 
Contact us to audition this unique performance product. (For more info visit - billyvee.co.uk)

* When you trade in your old CD player. Call or see our website for details 

Linn OS players are designed for one purpose only: to convert music stored on a hard 
disc into the highest quality audio signal possible offering a better pertormance than 
any current C.D. player. Visit billyvee.co.uk or call for details of our Linn promo with 
added benefits - but hurry it finishes on 31st December, book your audition now.

SPECIFICATIONS

BEST BUY

, EDITOR'S CHOICEBEST BUY

THE FUTURE OF MUSIC IS HERE NOW!
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 LeeHighRoad,London,SE13 5PL

Attractive credit options are available for purchases of New products exceeding £900, please call for details.S 0 U N D • S Y S T E M S

UPT0.£1.000

□ Arcam DiVA DV135 900 Unchanged looks and stereo-only DVD-A/SACD, but the overall performance is great across all formats. Stunning picture, too • • • 1 296

□ Denon DVD-1920 250 Respectable Of unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HOMI equipped upsampling video subsystem • • • • 1 276

□ Marantz DV7001 600 Enhanced model based on DV6001, but with various improvements, including superior CD replay capabilities • • • • 296

D Marantz DV7600 600 A mid-market cracker, with sound and picture quality that generally exceeds expectation • • • • 1 274

D NADT585 800 Easy to live with universal player that shows clear signs of rejuvenation of the Classic range • • • • 294

D Onkyo DV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo universal player is a straightforward Pioneer based implementation, which performs well with audio and video • • • 275

□ Pioneer DV-LX50 450 Nicely built universal player for those who value finesse over speed and energy. Decent picture too • • • • 306

□ Yamaha DVD-S2500 700 Universal player, slightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and digital in and outputs • • • • 1 280
1 ABOVE .£1.000

0 Accustic Arts Surr Player 1 4,495 A very high-quality Pioneer-based machine, excellent sound from both hi-res and regular formats • • • 299

□ Arcam DiVA DV137 1,250 Good overall audio performance and excellent upscaling HDMI DVD-Video player, but stereo-only SAGO playback at time of writing • • • 285

□ Denon DVD-3930 1,100 Well-engineered universal player, with useful bypass facilities for pure audio, and unusually powerful video image processing • _•
• I

287

D Marantz DV9600 1,500 With excellent, next-generation picture and impressive sound quality on CD and SACD, this sets a very high standard to beat • • _ • « 280
0 Meridian G98AH 3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too • • 265

0 Naim DVD5 2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio • 263

ËT T+A SACD1245R 2,000 Dedicated stereo only/SAGO/CD player avoids the usual compromises. It does a limited job, but it does it with fine fidelity ar • 279

0 Townshend TA 565 CD 3,000 A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good al' stereo CD • • 1 « 270

billyvee.co.uk
billyvee.co.uk
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VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or 
( ) turntables offer the
®-----'' digital revolution serious
competition when it comes to 
sound quality. Even a modest 
model can turn musical tricks that 
most CD players struggle with. 
Some call it vinyl warmth, but in 
reality it's a lack of digital 
hardness that makes the format so 
engaging. True, the software 
requires a bit more care, but even a 
knackered LP is more playable 
than a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is

avid

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model

i ncreasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, with solid platters, the 
surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment I 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 
l owering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.

Ortofon
Rondo Red £325
Despite being the base model in the 
Rondo range the Red delivers detail, 
power and resolution and is very well 
priced to boot. A cut above its rivals.

OBH15 £220
Practical and highly compatible unit 
offering fine detail and a pleasing mellow 
balance. If you actually buy one, ask the 
supplying dealer what OBH stands for.

Funk Firm
Saffire fl,900
Something of a gem the very individual 
Saffire is refined and pleasingly neutral 
with ^xicellent dynamics and very strong 
timing ability.

Avid
Volvere £2,750
Avid has been one ofthe most impressive 
exponents ofthe vinyl arts in recent years, 
and this mid-range deck is a stunning 
example of analogue engineering.

100 Hlfl CHOICE I januaiy 2009



¡103■■■ ■ ■

VINYL BUYER S BIBLE
Our favourite □ BEST BUY [Ëc] EDITOR'S CHOICE

TURNTABLES
Record players
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

® 
D 
D 
D 
®

Avid Volvere

Clearaudio Emotion

Clearaudio Champion

Clearaudio Performance

Clearaudio Ambient

EAR Disc Master

D The Funk Firm Funk

The Funk Firm Funk V

3 The Funk Firm Saffire

D
D 
D 
D 
D

Goldring GR2

Michell Tecnodec

Pro-Ject Expression II

Pro-Ject RPM 5

Pro-Ject RPM 6.1

Pro-Ject X-Pack

D Pro-Ject RPM 9 X

D

Rega P3-24

Rega P5/RB700

Rega P7/RB700

Roksan Radius 5/Nima

SME Model 1OA

SME 20/12A

[rë] Townshend Rock V/Excalibur II

2,750 A combination of a heavy platter with a sprung suspension that makes the vinyl it spins sound powerful and solid 

985 Beautifully built with open and clean sound emphasising mid and top, but delivering nice timely bass

1,365

1,940

4,220

7,695

450

750

1,900

265

886

250

450

600

Small, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 

Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncoloured performance. Gocd arm and cartridge 

Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra)

Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high-quality materials to bring state of the art resolution

You won't find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail

Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it's a killer

Individual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics

Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality

Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money

A smooth and engaging turntable with the ability to revel in the glory of vinyl, with upgradable arm cable

Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it n the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 

With its minimal chassis and huge platter this is a steady design that's capable of fine results with a decent cartridge

800 Combines some very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) into a killer package with top sound and value

1,200 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as gocd as it looks - vital and transparent! Price includes carbon fibre arm

398 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, much improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply

698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat

1,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer

895 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 

3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Serres V/309 hybrid arm

11,133 Brings a calmness and precision to vinyl replay that we have rarely encountered, build quality is second to none 

7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job (includes Excalibur II)

Our favourite □ best buy @£0^«»

PHONO CARTRIDGES
MM and MC cartridges
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

D
D
D

Denon DL-103R

Dynavector DV-1OX5

Grado Prestige Gold

D Ortofon Rondo Red

Ortofon Salsa

^

200

250

Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around

A high-output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that's difficult to mount, but well worth the effort

110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss

325 Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a gocd case for its price

SPECIFICATIONS

SPEED
S

SU
SP SU

BCH
A

SSIS

SU
PPLIED

 W
ITH A

RM
 

SW
ITCH

A
BLE 

SPEED CH
A

N
G

E

s 0

2 TOTO TO

33/45 298

33/45 309

33145 268

33/45 295

33/45 271

33145178 * opt 276

33/45 • opt 279

33/45 opt opt 284

33/45 • 1 opt opt 309

33/45 • 1 266

33/45 309

33/45 289

33/45 • E ^ 279

33145178 294

33145 309

33/45 268

33145 opt • 298

33145 • opt 257

33145 1 • opt 257

33/45 248

33145 195

33/45178 293

33/45 307

SPECIFICATIONS
Cñ

200 Despite a touch of midrange coloration, this cartridge really involves the listener with good extension and a clean, agile sound

Sumiko Blue Point Spee Eva Ill 239 High-output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

van den Hui MC One Special 

van den Hui Condor XCM

Wilson Benesch Naked Analog

699

2,400

1,450

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for

With ts smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [ec] EDITOR S CHOICE

PHONO STAGES s 
s

s 
s

£ z c 
s

285

307

235

307

290

270

235

265

253

SPECIFICATIONS

s
0

Õ5

Phono stages
BADGE? PRODUCT

D 
D 
D 
D 
0

Cambridge Audio 640P

Creek OBH15

NAO PP2 phono stage 

Tom Evans Microgroove 

Tom Evans The Groove

D Trichord Dino/Dino+

60

220

50

400

1,800

498

COMMENTS

An outrageously gocd bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades before and after in the chain 

Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and pleasing, mellow balance

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money

For dynamics and real bass extension with gocd tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better! 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a gocd choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility

œ

305

305

245

234

201

234

IE]I3in3S23S3C31 SPEEDS Speeds ottered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support lor the platler and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt 
from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearrn - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you 
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a slarter cartridge and this is included in Ihe price shown.

MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease ol replacement, but 11 compromises sound quality.
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High End Cable
^^w.highendcable.co.uk

For the best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880
Free P&P worldwide on all interconnects

Argento Audio 
Analysis Plus 
Audience 
Chord Company 
Ecosse 
Furutech 
Hovland 
Nordost 
MIT 
Oehlbach 
Purist Audio Design 
Stereovox 
Townshend 
True Colour Industries 
van den Hui 
Wyrewizard 
laoTek

CableSpike 
STAX

The Rock V Turntable
Universal speaker cradles

Selected Hi-Fi equipment

Accessories
Acoustic resonators 
Bel Canto
Leema Acoustics
STAX Headphones 
Echo Busters
Moving Coil 
Lyra-Ortofon-Sumiko

Component cables 
Digits I Cables 
HDMI
Optical Cables 
S video
SCART
Firewire
XLR cables
Sub woofer cables 
Chord iPod cables 
Nordosl iPod cables
DIN cables
Chord cables for Nairn 
Mains & Power cables 
Jumpers 
Up to 25% Trade in

FURUTGCH

y
CableSpike

audience
New AU24e

ï QWN8HCND audio

IsroTek
HOVLAND I

C OM P A N V

Previously owned cables. Reference cables include free Bum In.

"Hi-Fi Choice readers are passionate 
about hi-fi, with a strong preference 

for independent dealers and they 
want to know about the nuts and 

bolts of hi-fi technology."
Hi-Fi Choice Readership Survey 

May 2008

HIFICHOICE
PASSION FOR SOUND

HIFICHOICE
PASSION FOR SOUND

For a more consultative approach 
to your advertising needs, 

please contact me, Brad Francis 
on 0207 042 4255 

Brad.francis@futurenet

w.highendcable.co.uk
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RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates
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Radio is a fantastic musical 
resource that's in danger of being 
taken for granted, but whatever

your tastes there's someone out there 
catering for it. If you haven't got a decent 
tuner hooked up to your hi-fi already, you're 
missing out 1

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is 
now said to be available to more than 
80 per cent of the population and the 
long-term plan is to switch public 
broadcasting over to digital entirely. 
However, hardware prices have yet to 
come down to a point where this would 
be acceptable. Its advantages over FM 
include hiss-free reception, the potential 
for a wider range of stations and the 
ability to display comprehensive 
programming information. FM's RDS 
system means that station name and 
occasionally track titles are displayed, but 
the range of information is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 
cost of hardware and the greater reception 
area. It can also provide higher sound quality 
if reception conditions are favourable. Sound 
quality judgements are muddied by listening 
to different forms of compression and 
processing at the studio for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if it's 
variety of programming you're after, they 
have a lot to offer.

Denon TU-l800DAB £2 50
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design at a tempting price.

HIFI
BEST BUY

Creek Evolution £285 
Classy tuner with a sound that's detailed, 
cohesive and extended tonally.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.co.uk/digitalradio for details.

T+A Tl210R £1,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

?_RA :::
Onkyo
T-4555DAB £350
A real radio bargain, this DAB/FM tuner is 
free from grain and tonal blemishes.

ES3233 WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names 
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for sening up an aerial. 
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

TUNERS
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES

SPECIFICATIONS
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1 J Creek Audio Evolution 285 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy FM,M 80 • • 308

_ Creek Audio T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics FM,M,L 128 * • • - 251

D Cyrus FM-X 500 A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply FM 7 • 283

D Denon TU-1500AE 130 Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces dear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto FM,M,L 100 !• . 281

D DenonTU-1800DAB 250 There's a little grain on FM, but the decent performance on both bands makes this a great dual-band choice DAB,FM,M 200 283

[k] Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,295 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime FM opt opt e e ' 257

D Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine, but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper! 200 © 283

NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity FM,M 30 1 * • 250

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little DAB,FM,M 99 • • e» • 283

Rega Radio 3

Rotel RT-02

398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer

279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free

FM,M 

FM,M

20

30

•

• • . e

283

242

D T+AT1210R 1,000 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too FM too 1 • 283

Arcam DiVA DT91 450 Some grain at low levels, but sound is lively, large in scale and tonally very natural. Very smartl DAB.FM 16 • • • 299

D Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet DAB 10 1 • % e 248

D DenonTU-1800DAB 200 Very good detail and a highly believable impression of real musicians playing. Imaging can be a little constricted DAB,FM,M 200 A i©• * 299

D Marantz ST7001 250 Midband detailed and precise: treble can be thick but bass is extended, and sound generally energetic DAB,FM,M 200 299

NAO C445 300 FM is laid-back despite bright balance, but has good detail. DAB slightly livelier than most DAB.FM 30 • • 299

D Onkyo T-4555DAB 350 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard in all areas on DAB.FM 40 299
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STEREO AMPLIFIERSIntegrated and pre/power amps
-'7 Amplifiers come in two basic ( ryM) forms: integrated and preamplifier
To—(pre) plus power amp. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power are in 
one box. There are definite advantages to 
separating the delicate signals in the preamp 
from the radiations of a power amp, so the 
more ambitious designs come in two or more 
cases. In some cases, each channel has its 
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 
on owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a 10-wattvalve amp, but it 
takes a 200-watt behemoth to get the best 
out of speakers which present a difficult 
load. Although, as a rule, you can't have too 
much power.

How to choose an amp

The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to present 
the attack and decay of each note precisely; 
amps with strong timing have a snap and 
coherence that is very appealing.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or three­
dimensional an instrument or voice sounds. 
The point of having two ratherthan one 
speaker is to make it possible to recreate the 
soundstage of the original recording, thus 
amps that have strong imaging skills can create 
a sonic space that seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Q&A
SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
FOR THE BEST RESULTS?
All audio electronics (including 
amplifiers) perform better when 
they are warmed up. To help 
protect the environment, switch 
your amp on, at least one hour 
before listening.
WHATIS BIWIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Running separate cables to the 
treble and bass/mid terminals on 
a speaker is bi-wiring. In most 
instances, this improves sound 
quality so long as identical cables 
are used. Bi-amping is using two 
stereo amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to drive 
the treble and the other for the 
bass/mid sections.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered, but when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

Our favourite □ BEST BUY [rc] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

Arcam DiVA A70 500 A smart and practical amp offering good snap and pace, with natural dynamics and good detail 6 MM • • 60 289

D Adv, Acoustic MAP305DA II 600 A lot of amplifier for the money and capable of revealing and exciting sound in the right company. Includes 4 digital inputs 5 100 300

UPT0£1.0

D Arcam DiVA A90 850 Practical, affordable and impressively flexible amp with a laid-back approach but plenty of insight too 7 opt 100 303

D Cambridge Audio 640A v2 300 Slightly cheap-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 75 279

D Cambridge Audio Azur740A 500 Ticks all the boxes for bass, clarity, imaging etc. and invites the listener into the music with uncommon grace 6 100 294

D Cambridge Audio 840A v2 750 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp revels in loud music, but also offers detail and delicacy when required 8 120 311

□ Creek Audio Evolution 545 Dynamics can seem understated, but energetic bass and fatigue-free treble make it an enjoyable listen 5 opt • • 85 311

□ Cyrus 6vs2 600 Spunky little amp that reproduces instrumental timbres and acoustic spaces well, with real musical involvement 7 40 293

D Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low-cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM • 50 284

D Marantz PM7001KI 550 A self-effacing amplifier that serves the music admirably with fine bass, sweet treble and unforced detail 5 MM 1 * Vî 70
289

D Musical Fidelity X-Tl 00 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X power supply, this deceptively powerful valve-sporting amplifier is both enticing and musical 3 70 288

□ Nairn Audio Nail 5i 750 More versatile than previous Nait's, the 5i is a great all-round amplifier that offers vivid insights into all manner of music 4 50 305

D OnkyoA-933 500 Puts the music first, with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 * • 80 278
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
SPECIFICATIONS !
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Integrated amplifiers
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BADGE' PRODUCT £ COMMENTS
§

o 3 s tH 33

1 06/MAT0NT1.000 I
0 Pioneer A-A9 600 Takes on the mantle of the legendary A400. Not as cuddly, but very resolute and revealing for the money. Has USB input 4 • • • 80 296

0 Unison Research Unico P 795 Sound belies indifferent measured performance with good detail, balance and flowing melodic quality 5 MM 50 293

0 Vincent SV-236 999 Valve hybrid whose sound is as idiosyncratic as its styling, short on neutrality but high on sparkle 6
j •

100 295

1 l^£1NT 1
NT ATC SIA 2-150 2,248 Revealing, dynamic and powerful amplifier that works with a wide range of speakers. Superb build quality 4 • 150 314

0 Arcam FMJ A38 1,200 A winning combination of sonic virtues including highly developed detail and musicality 7 opt • • 105 314
NT Boulder 865 7,750 Extremely transparent to detail but less revealing of energy, high power, superb build but only balanced inputs 4 • 150 303

o Copland CTA405 2,498 A musical and involving amplifier, which also has incredible insight and is user-friendly by valve amp standards 5 MM • 50 305

o Creek Destiny 1, 100 A highly assured performer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6
i *

• 100 286

NT Jadis Orchestra DiP 2,995 A smooth, refined, yet dynamic-sounding tube amplifier with the added 'novelity’ of an iPod dock 5 40 313

0 Leema Pulse 1, 195 An organic and revealing sound alongside good power reserves and superb features, including a great MM/MC phono stage 5 • • 80 306
NT Moon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 • 150 288

NT Musical Fidelity A1008 2,999 With DAC, phono stage and built-in valve buffer, this powerhouse amp can really grab hold of a loudspeaker 4 ■w • 250 295

O Mystère ia11 1,250 Small, deceptively powerful integrated valve amp with a crisp, pacy sound 4 40 302

0 NAO M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 • 180 285

AD Nairn Audio SuperNait 2,400 Serious communicative ability meets convenience in this sophisticated and powerful integrated design 6 1 • • 80 294

0 Pathos Classic One MK3 1,535 An attractive amp offering a beautiful! musical presentation with good tonality and detail 5 • 70 305

0 Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 • 100 267

0 Pure Sound A30 1,100 Valve integrated, with the accent on music rather than rhythm. Needs more inputs, though 3 30 298

0 Sugden A21al Series 2 1,299 Lovely solid-state Class A amplifier, sweet as a nut and more powerful than its predecessor 5 opt • 21 296

0 Unison Res. Unico Secondo 1,200 Very good detail and coherence. Tonality is natural, imaging precise and deep, and dynamics are wide and unforced 6 opt • 110 297

AD Unison Research P70 3,495 Delighttul valve amplifier with fine neutrality, sweet midband, impressive bandwidth and ample power 4 • 70 302

0 Yamaha A-S2000 1,499 One of the few amplifiers to offer the benefit of true balanced operation at this price point 5 opt • • 160 309

STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued
Pre/power amplifiers
BAOGE? PRODUCT

SPECIFICATIONS

COMMENTS

UP TO £2.000

O AdvanceAooustic MPP20^06/MA406 900 This pair has good build and finish and a balance of qualities that's hard to beat for the price • 4 opt ¡• 150 309

O Cambridge Audio Azur 840E/840W 2,800 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed. composed and controlled 8 opt 200 309

O Croft Precession 1/Polestar I 1,400 Compact pre/power combo with battery preamp and hybrid power, with freedom from timesmear, bass could be firmer ¡•I* 6 25 290

O Cyrus Pre Vs2/6 Power 1,000 Pre offers stunning resolution and feature count for the money and power is subtle, open and musical 50 290

NT] Nairn NAC 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication. grip and insight for such a modestly priced design • 6 opt 50 287

Rote! RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powerful-sounding combination which offers real value •'• 5 70 285

O Russ Andrews HP-1/PA-1 1, 198 Simply featured, but sounds appealingly realistic and solid. Highly capable in all areas design • • 2 50 303

06/MA.NT

omi LINE INPUTS Inpul sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge.
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with.

□ Arcam C31/P38 2,050 Very civilised sound, in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built • 7 opt 100 308
□ Border Patrol Control Unit 2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around • 5 opt 277
□ Bryston BP26/3B-SST 5,300 The epitome of the iron fist in a velvet glove school of hi-fi. Dynamically superb and very detailed • 8 opt I * 150 308
NT Bryston BP26 DA/28 SST 5,500 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and serious grunt « 1 * 6 opt I • 100 278
NT Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 6,100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream NT 5 e 120 269
NT Classe CP-700/CA-M400 13,350 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility. Sounds stunning, too e ® | 6 opt 1 • 400 293
NT Cyrus DAC XP 2,200 A knockout DAC/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz • 2 1 ® 266
□ Densen Beat B-200/8310 2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings • \ 8 opt 80 276
NT Densen Beat B-250/8-350 B,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured @ 6 • 125 270
NT Gamut 03 3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound • 5 opt 265
NT Gamut 0200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that’s now even better - one of the best regardless of price 200 247
NT Hovland HP-100/RADIA 12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers • 9 opt 125 250
NT Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 700 234
NT Marantz SC11S1/SM-11S1 5,300 Preamp and power amp duo delivers high resolution and is consistent with different loudspeaker loads 6 e 1 © 220 304

O Roksan Caspian M Series-1 2,245 A well-matched, powerful and enjoyable sounding amplifier combo that bangs out the strengths of its CD player 5 e 85 307

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel. .
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STEREO SPEAKERSSpeaker pairs for stereo sound
While loudspeakers are relatively 

( y>>) straightforward in construction, 
V_ y they have one of the most 

difficult Jobs in hi-fi - turning an electrical 
signal into an acoustic one. Most consist of 
two or more drive units in a box that usually 
has a port in it to make life easier for the 
cone in your mid and/or bass driver. 
Alternatives to this arrangement include 
panel speakers, which use electrostatic or 
ribbon technology, and horns, which use 
drive units in complex cabinets that greatly 
improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the greater 
the reinforcement of bass. As all rooms differ, 
there's no simple formula for placement and 
experimentation will yield the best results. 
Altering the angle at which the speakers face 
the listener can also make a difference to 
balance and stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel system. 
The most important element is a centre 
channel, which needs to match the stereo 
pair as closely as possible. For the best 
musical results, surrounds should be as per 
the front left and right channels, but if space 
or funds don't permit, smaller designs can be 
used quite effectively.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that will 
suit you, try to listen to a good variety to 
hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance tends 
to vary the most, but is less important than 
more subtle factors such as timing and 
dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears not 
your eyes - great-looking speakers aren't 
necessarily great sounding.

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

Q&A

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
1 OOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the fu 11 story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience, where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.
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Tannoy
Mercury F4 £350
Tannoy's Mercury speakers have a long 
history of 'quality' sound at low prices, 
and the latest range is no exception - this 
floorstander is thoroughly engaging.

DALi
I kon 6 £899
Complete w’th a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capable floorstander 
forthe money, delivering a highly detailed 
and truly engrossing sound.

Performance 6LE £4,000 
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

STEREO SPEAKERS
Stereo speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT

SPECIFICATIONS
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□ Advance Acoustic UM20 200 Classy styling and finish, with solid build and fine overall balance when sited close to a wall 18,30,21 A 43 307

D Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 370 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 A
24 1 • 1

294

D Acoustic Energy Aelite 3 750 Wood-veneered all-rounder lias exceptional neutrality with deep smooth bass 20,103,39 • A 22 1*1 292

D Amphion Helium 520 1,000 Sharp styling and fine value for money with excellent voice band coherence
16,104,22 1 •

G 28 314

D Amphion Ion L 750 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence and a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment in test room 16.2,^2,326235 A 40 j © 1 310
□ ATC SCM11 849 A very fine little speaker that's at its best with good, natural recordings where it adds little and reveals much 21,38,25 A-

55 j ® j
293

EJ Aurousal A1 450 Sngle-driver system is coloured but wonderfully coherent and very effective at communicating emotions 20.5,36,27 A 40 «1 299
□ AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 • 260
□ Bowers and Wilkins 0M303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 30,33,23 A 23 226

D Bowers and Wiikins CM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid-back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 • 279

D Bowers and Wilkins 683 899 A fine all-round pertormer with high-class drivers at a very realistic price 20,99,34 P 20 I « 304

D Bowers and Wilkins 705 900 Dett, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 1 • 253

D DALi Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 A 37 271

□ DALi Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 A+
22 • 1

275

D DALi Monitor 1 1,000 Beautiful miniature with advanced drivers sounds marvellously coherent with fine vocal expression 16,32,24 A 40 • 296

D Dynaudio OM 2/1O 775 Unfashionably bulky standmount has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is delicate and well mannered :27.5,45,35 A
22 1 •

299
□ Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 269

D Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some ^namic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 1 « A- 28 273
□ Epos M12.2 449 A true classic standmount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 • 265
□ Focal Chorus 706V 369 Advanced drivers dellver a smooth, even, overall balance with healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 30 « ! 307

D Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,100,37.5 A+ 20 288

D Heco Celan 300 595 Does tone colour, dynamics and detail with aplomb and communicates superbly in its +2dB mode. Sensitive, too 23,36,33 A+ 40 301

D JBL audio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 A 25 275

D KEF i03 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered standmount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 « 284

D KEF i09 800 Shapely and solld floorstander has wide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22,94,33 A
25 e 1

273

Mission elan e34 400 A return to form for Mission with a pacey, vibrant sound matched to good looks 35,96,34 A+ 48 • ! 298
D Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 • 1 A+ 28 1 • 271
□ Monitor Audio BR2 200 Good looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30 294

D Monitor Audio BR5 400 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold sounding, good value and an easy electrical load 17, 85,25 A- 36 293

D Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. High-quallty stereo design which takes up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A-
40 1 «

284

D Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms
90,18,27 1 9 1

A 33 276

D PMC DBli 825 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator with fine warmth and sweet treble 15,5,29,23.4 A+
30 j • 1 •

310

E2333QI SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLODRSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watls plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watls plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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SALESTAABI£, FRIDAY 1BTH DECEMBER LTLINEABI£, SATUW.AYDTH DEC^OER IN-STORE

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS

InFocus, KEF, Linn. Marantz, Sonos. Sony. Sc
Mission. Ml Acoustics. NAD. Onkyo. Tanney. Therrx

Subject to stock availability. Some offers will expire sooner than others. Not in conjunction with any other offer, sale price or promotion

alle
online at www

Panasonic Pioneer, Pro-Ject Pure, Wharfedale. Yamaha and
O Acoustics QED. Quad, Roksan, manyrr ‘ ‘
Rotel, Samsung Sennheiser, all ' from

HI-FI SYSTEMS
MICRO Hl-AWH QW. 
AR^ SOLO MINI

■ Dark chenyfinish

Tn-store exclusive
*****

MAY 2008

FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 
EPOSELS303

MICRO HI-A SS’” 
DENON DM37DAB =“

TURNTABLE LÆŒri
PRO-JECT GENIE II «==3

CD PLAYER
MARANABI£, CD6002*
£3*23 WAS £269.95I  .C.-J SAVE£40

AIA5Í64•"

ROKSAN KANDY K2 AMP
£3*23 ^^m/MULTIR^MWAS £749.95 

SAVE £50

£149” £124”

£169*
NADC315BEE
■ 2x40 watts • DAB, FM, and 

ABI£, reception

WA5 £189 95
swE £20 DENON TU1800DAB

£179”699”

ABI£,W. CIN^

GOLDRING GX200 *****
OCTOBER 2007

daSESS

ACCESSORIES

QEDQUNEX3

£3*23 r 11 r -m

WAS £374.95
SAVE £115

"^N AND 
EW.YABI£, 

WMMGS& 
MSSTO^r'

INTERNABI£,/DAB/FM RADIO 
PURE EVOKE FLOW

"WABI£,T BARGAIN 
BUIX!"

WAS £49.95
SAVE £20

BRILLIANT HI-FI 
‘PHONES

LCDW.
SAMSUNG LE19A656A ™

MULTI-ROOM SYSTEM 
SONOS BU150

WAS £699.95

WAS £249.95

ATACAMA EQUINOX

WMÌ4995S 
LTOOW.

ABI£, REASONS TO W.LTR

BUJ-RAY/DVD PABI£,YER W. 
SONY BDK350
• Quick OGrt-up
• BD PrQUle 2.0 ready SAVE £50 lnclude a cev: 

of comfort-fit 
silicone buds

GABI£,DOSR60

MULTI-ROOM SYSTEM ^^ 
LOGITECH *****
SQUEEZEBOX DUET W10

Stand alone network client and stunning 
remote control with colour screen
Remote also ads as 2nd, portable client 
with own headphone socket

AUDIOPHILE AV
AR^M DiVAAVR280

PLTS^AW. HD

£2199”

"EXPANSE, 
LTOOOGD, 

NUANCED AND 
QU10 BY TURNS"

^T+P^'ND 
& VISION

^^■95

ARCAM DlVAD^35

____
SOUNDSTYLE Z2ii

• Quality ARCANI 
amplification 
on all channels

HDAudio
HDMI switching

W« £W..95 
LTOOCOG

• Brilliant CD replay

aucbopìnle DACs 
and power supply 
Rock-solid, multi-region 
DVD playback

Quality turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate

Fully-guaranteed, genuine 
UK products

Birr
67 Sma II brook, Queensway 2-4 Camden High St
0121 631 2675 020 73881300

Hard disk, Blu-Ray, Freesat, 
MP3, DAB, PVR and multi-room 
products-all available to 
demonstrate

Ask in-store for details and 
a quotation

See www.superfi.eo.uk/ 
freeparking for details

22 Sadler Gate 
01332 360303

54 II;: á" - Street 
0161 8351156

68-70 Lower Hillgate 
0161429 9080
l^s^W^^m
105 Vicar Lane
0113 244 9075

271a High Street 
01522 520265

15 Market Street 
0115 941 2137

ABI£,Y ONLINE NOW
^OO.SUW.RFI.CO.LT

http://www.superfi.eo.uk/
OO.SUW.RFI.CO.LT
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BUYER'S BIBLE
Our favourite □ BESTBUY El EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO SPEAKERS continued

I SPECIFICATIONS

S g i § g
Stereo speakers

.S

o
1

EO
F O

F

g S m
o

BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS S s s m

□ PMCTB2 + 795 Classy transmission line standmount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 9 275
D ProAc Tablette Ref Eght 699 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and rs even better' 15,27,23 A+ 40 • 267
D 0 Acoustics 101O 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 • 286
D 0 Acoustics 1050 330 Great value, the sound lacks smoothness but has fine dynamics and impressive transparency 19.5,975,30 * A+ 28 • 284
D Ouadral Pico 849 Could be more muscular, but neutral and open with spacious imaging and little coloration 19,34,26 A- 30 • 292
D Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 » 269
D Russ Andrews SP-1 399 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate. engaging and. most importantly, great fun 192,31.5,24.8 A+ 65 • 309

D Spendor S3/5R 725 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, but lovely smooth neutrality and good bass extension 16.5,30.5,190 p 25 310
El Tannoy Mercury F4 350 Floorstander has an engrossing sound with good dynamics and a warm, restrained output 20.5,97,29 • A+ 24 e 294
D Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 Pretty compact standmount likes wall loading, delivering a lively even bass and smooth coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 B 307
D Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20,108,34 • A 20 • 288
D Whariedale Diamond 9.1 180 Superior shape and finish at an exceptionally sharp price. Sound is laid back, but free from boxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 • 307
D Whariedale Opus2-M1 1,000 Elegant mid to compact three-way, a new direction in recent years for Wharfedale 23,51,36 A- 42 • 302

ABOVE £1.000

D A2T Meso 2,000 Seamless overall coherence, with persuasive monitoring capabilities. Sounds a little mid-forward. Top could be sweeter 27.5,40,26 A+ 40 • 281
D Amphion Prio 520 1,600 Gorgeous styling and a lively sound with good voice band integrity and a sweet top end 16,104,22 • A 40 « 302
□ ALA Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid-back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 • A 28 275

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever; adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 245,37315 A 26 288
0 ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22,44,31.5 A- 54 285
0 ATCSCM16A 2,203 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Good value, including built-in amps and fuss-free 27,45,33 ACT 42 • 300
El Aurousal VS 1,650 The fine coherence and imaging of a single driver system, plus extra help at the frequency extremes 215,1075268 G 20 • 314
□ AVI ADM9 1,000 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic, and they give good iPod, too 20,30,26 ACT 60 301
□ AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 A 50 280
□ Bowers and Wilkins 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 271
El Bowers and Wilkins 802D 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communcation. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 A <20 267
D Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble. Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 G A- <20 281
D Focal Chorus 826 V 1,250 Tmes nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up 28, 104,375 • A 45 287
D Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,399 The W cone treatment makes some of the qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive 99.8,28.2,375 • A+ 39 308
D Focal Chorus 836V 1,549 Bulky, sharply priced three-way could be prettier. Has good bass with genuine grip, but top could be sweeter 28,115,38 • A 28 • 290
El Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 A- 25 • 276
D Free FS1 3,000 An elegant active design for anyone after the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 ACT 35 9 301

Gamut Phi5 2,550 Lovely and discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 P 20 305
□ Guru OM10 1,595 A very clever close-to-wall standmount with fine imaging, that sounds a lot bigger than it looks 30,252,23.2 A 40 313
El KEF Reference Model W 3,500 Very classy but costly three-way standmount with much improved Uni-0; could be more transparent 25,42,41 A 30 298

Kudos Gardea C1 1,450 A very pretty compact standmount with a delightfully subtle and delicate sound quality 20,35,27 A 40 304
D Kudos Gardea C30 5,250 An absolute honey that fully justifies its hefty pricetag, lacking only a little dynamic tension 20,112,27 • G 22 310
El MartinLogan Source 1,599 Careful install needed, but capable of remarkable transparency at an extremely competitive price 24,120,37 $ A 42 303
□ Monopulse 42A 1,495 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics, and superb voice coherence, but untidy treble 26,110,25 • A 25 302
□ Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 * 1 A- <20 281

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 

one of the most popular phono stages around. 

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all 

incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 

the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TrìcIhorcI ResearcIh
Tel: + 44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928
sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com

BEST BUY

Dino PhoNo AwpliF

HI-FICHOICE 
k magazine /

mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichordresearch.com


★ SEVENOAKS SALE - 13 DECEMBER 2008 - 17 JANUARY 2009 ★

Don't need loudspeakers? There are great deals on Hi-Fi amplifiers purchased on their own too - Just ask!

SAVE £s

SAVE £s SAVE£s SAVE £s

SAVE £sSAVE£s SAVE £s

Can't find what you're looking for? Visit www.SSAV.com for more amazing offers!

the experts in home entertainment

* Subject to availability. Due to restrictions, some products/brands are not available via mail order. We only accept payment via Credit/Debit Card or Bank Transfer - Goods will only be delivered to the 
registered card holder's address. Other restrictions may apply - please ask at time of purchase. SSAV adheres to The Distance Selling Regulations 2000. Full terms and conditions available at www.ssav.com.

The products advertised here are sold on a "cash & carry" basis. Other services, such as delivery, installation, accessories, etc, are available, but at additional cost. All prices include VAT.
Mail order available where permitted. Participating stores only. Some brands/products are not available in all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). 
No Mail Order (NOMO). Mail Order OK (MOOK). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/01/2009, E&OE

OFF the RRP of the 
loudspeakers of your choice 
‘Max RRP of loudspeakers £1500
Subject to availability (NICWAOO) 
Most brands included

CYRUSCD6S(NO 
CD PLAYER 

£399

Purchase ANY Arcam, Cyrus, 
Marantz or Roksan integrated 
or pre/power amplifier at RRP 
and CLAIM up to

B&W 
ZEPPELIN iPOD DOCK 

£399 
claim HMV vouchers 

worth £20 
£399 SAVE£s NICWAOO/.

MARANTZ 
CD5003 CD PLAYER 

£159

SONOS BU150 BUNDLE 
WIRELESS MULTIROOM SYSTEM 

£699 
claim HMV vouchers 

worth £70
RRP £699 SAVE £S NICWAOO/MOOK

MARANTZ CD6002 CD 
MARANTZ PM6002 AMP 

DALI LEKTOR 1 SPEAKERS 

£649

CYRUSCD6SECD 
ROKSAN KANDY K2 AMP 

B&W 685 SPEAKERS 

£1699

DALI 
LEKTOR 1 SPEAKERS 

£249 
claim QED speaker cable 

worth £40
F £249 SAVE£S NICWAOO/MO

ARCAM SOLO MINI 
HI-FI SYSTEM (EX SPEAKERS) 

£649 
claim up to 33% off the RRP of the 
loudspeakers of your choice (Max rrp £isoo) 

RRP £649 SAVE £S NICWAOO/MOOK

TEAC REF300DAB MKIII 
HI-FI SYSTEM (EX SPEAKERS) 

£349

DENON D-M37 DAB 
HI-FI SYSTEM (EX SPEAKERS) 

£229 
claim up to 33% off the RRP of the 
loudspeakers of your choice (Max rrp £1 soo) 

SRP £229 SAVE £s NICWAOO/MOOK

Mail Order 0800 587 9909
Can't get to one of our nationwide stores? Why not call the Sevenoaks Mail Order Hotline?
We have great products*, great prices and good old fashioned service.

And if you're not sure what product is right for you, just ask one of our dedicated sales advisors for expert advice.

MARANTZ PM6002 
AMPLIFIER 

£219

ROKSAN KANDY MKIII 
CD & AMPLIFIER COMBO 

£999

SOUND & VISION

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.ssav.com
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HEADPHONES
For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties 
( <2^^ and some are designed for particular 

usage. The majority of 'cans' use 
dynamic cone and coil-type drive units and can be 
used with anything from a personal stereo to a 
dedicated amplifier. Other types also exist, most 
significantly electrostatics that use a charged panel 
membrane to produce a distinctly refined sound. 
These are supplied with their own dedicated 
amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are 
open and closed-back designs, the latter being 

best for noisy (or noise sensitive) 
environments as they minimise leakage and 
intrusion. Open-back types tend to have a 
more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are 
also three variants of earpad design: 
circumaurals enclose the ear and press on 
your head, supra-aurals press on the ear and 
intra-aurals sit in the ear and are particularly 
popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not 

quite as straightforward as it should be. 
Merely plugging them into the output on 
your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are 
very lucky. If you are planning on serious 
listening, invest in a dedicated amp - the 
increase in dynamics is not in the least bit 
subtle. A variety of models are made and 
prices start at around £80 for a QED, a little 
more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up 
the valve-powered Earmax.

HEADPHONES
SPECIFICATIONS

£
1"

Stereo headphones i ?
o

""
i i g

o

£
è
I

g
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS §

D AKG K270 Studio 129 Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 270 230
[il AKG K1000 650 Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only • ' 270 244

D Audio Technica ATH-W1OOO 400 Superbly comfortable and very revealing. Long listening sessions are a pleasure with new musical insights • 250 304

D Beyerdynamic OT770 190 A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass • 290 287

D Beyerdynamic OT880 230 Combines musical involvement with a high degree of analytical virtues. Very comfortable • "’
•

•
205 & 312

D Oenon AH-02000 250 Among the best closed-back headphones we've heard and very fine by any standards. • 350 309

D Oenon AH-05000 500 Sound is comparable with good open-back models, while isolation both inward and outward is useful
• '

320 312
[il Oenon AH-07000 800 One of the best closed-back designs, bearing comparison with the finest open models. Bass, in particular, is excellent • ’

295 314
[il Grado GS1OOO 995 One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for • 250 288

D Sennheiser H0595 160 Technology from upmarket H0650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable • 270 266

D Sennheiser PXC450 299 Noise-cancelling model: as good as it gets for making the most of listening in planes, trains and automobiles $ 240 302

D Sennheiser HD650 330 Clear and detailed, with very natural tonality through bass and midrange and just a little treble coloraron ♦ 275 312

Shure SE420 240 Expensive and no replacement for top conventional 'phones, but streets ahead of most in-ears with real refinement 15 295

Shure E500PTH 420 Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead; high-quality stuff 20 285

Stax SR-001 Mk II 239 Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity • • • 280 268

B Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 205 295

EHSDU ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around 1. CIRCUMAURAl Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 
OPEN BACK Vented capsules lei sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules WEIGHT In grams. X5MM J^ ADAPTUR Allows connection to personal stereos. computers etc .

MidRange 
Audio 
077515 18404
info@midrangeaudio.co.uk

midrangeaudio.co.uk

Used by leading broadcasting organisations such as the BBC, Carlton 
Television and artists such as Pink Floyd, Mark Knopfler and The Rolling 
Stones. ATC speakers come with a first user lifetime warranty for the 
Premium Range and a six year warranty for all other products.

If you want refined and enjoyable replay of 
music at home look no further than the award 
winning ATC range of speakers and amplifiers.

• SCM range • Tower range • Amplifiers •

Ex-Demo Offers - Prices include a 6 year warranty 
SCMll -£675

ACOUSTIC
ENGINEERS

mailto:info@midrangeaudio.co.uk
midrangeaudio.co.uk
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CABLES
Wires to hook your system together

/'' Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 
( interconnects and speaker cables.
V y Analogue interconnects come in
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold 
by the metre and can be used without plugs

or can be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
(lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Tosi ink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check your components 
before you buy.

CABLES
Interconnects and speaker cables
BADGE? PRODUCT li COMMENTS

E2ISE,*41 STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to lorm the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, O - optical. 
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.

□ Atlas Questor 70 Very open and informative at high and mid frequencies, with slightly dry bass. Imaging particularly fine 295

D Audioquest Sidewinder 45 A lively and detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm. Slight added upper-bass warmth does little to detract 297

D Black Rhodium Prelude 80 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit 293

D Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superb bass and excellently neutral and detailed midrange: treble generally sweet with occasional slight constriction 299

@ Black Rhodium Concert 255 This DCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre, rich in detail, with low subjective noise 270

□ Cambridge Azur Reference 50 Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble with no trace of dryness 296

D Clearer Audki ^lATixlr-Une i'>Jfia 50 Sounding like something a good deal dearer, this cable offers near high-end detail and seems highly compatible too 295

□ Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass - at a pricei 279

@ CrystalCable Piccolo 260 Thin cable, but tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some qualities of a solid core type generically - notably resolution, focus and articulation 294

D Kimber Timbre 118 A very neutral cable that will complement even very upmarket systems 312

EI Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too 281

□ Monster M1 OOOi 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere 284

□ Nordost Wyrewizard Dream 95 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass 303

D Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble 281

D Profigold PGA3000 60 Not the ultimate for lovers of clinical precision, its character is engaging and detail and extension are good 299

D Supra EFF-1X 77 Lively-sounding cable which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality. Musically, a great all-rounder 306

D Towrshend lsolda DCT100 99 Sound has a particularly enjoyable cohesion and naturalness that makes for a great listener involvement 312

D vanden Hui Integration Hybrid 125 Bass is nothing remarkable, but mid and treble are outstandingly open and clear: very transparent 306

D van den Hui The Wave 100 Generally neutral, with a hint of upper-bass richness: images seem to reside slightly further away than most 312

D Atlas Compass 50 Slight improvement in detail over giveaway cables, plus distinctly more tuneful bass and more open treble, make this fine value 1 289

@ Clearer Audio Silver-line 125 Very satisfying performance with finely-etched detail and sweet treble r 278

□ Supra AnCo 80 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transport/DAG combination, even in a high-end context f 304

!il Wireworld Starlight 5 90 Clear gains in detail and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: good value and near-high-end performance L 279

SPUlER PRICE PER METRE 1
□ Altlas Hyper 1. 5 10 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but its performance at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price « • 299

D Altlas Ascent 2. O 55 A highly analytical cable, with more bass extension than at first appears and very fine detail across the board • • ■ 294

□ Chord Silver Screen 6 Screened speaker cable with excellent treble, but just a little light in the bass at times • 1 « 1 310

@ CrystalCable Piccolo 1,480 A chip f the old block, this speaker cable has a similarly fast, fluid and subtle sound • ' • 302

E Kimber8PR 12 A cable that really enjoys the music, also admirable for the levels of analytical detail it allows through. Excellent value © 1 * 1 299

□ Monster MCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble • 280

!il Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-rnonofilament construction, low coloration, hi-res and suitable for exacting systems • • 278

D OED Silver Anniversary XT 5.50 Full bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain • 276

D OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems • • 234

El Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical • 287

@ Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all round 241

D van den Hui The Bridge 6 Better bass than treble, with good detail though a touch of constriction at times 291

D Wireworld Solstice 52 45 Rather bulky and awkward, but performance amply justifies it with superb bass solidity • 310
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment racks and speaker stands
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Glass80 66,46 247

Glass 302449

57,41 Glass 263600

3112 519.50

78 302420

51.5 MDF 217480

G 8 302130

240

273

§
i

226 sound is clear and precise—

299100

28111O

200

62 4 23299

62 309295

6 287399 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies

D 

@

D

D

□ 

[E£J

D
D

45,37

49,39.5

48,36

Customer Helpline0845 460 6006

Polymer 

Glass

Torlyte 

Torlyte 

Glass

effect on sound because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from 
ground-borne vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, 
if you own a pair of small 'bookshelf' or'standmount' speakers, it's 
important to place them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
TV Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker Stands

n 
.;

Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack

A set of four isolation pads that are amazingly useful for damping vibration and improving sound

Adds its own character to the benefit of rock, most particularly, but slightly to the detriment of acoustic sounds 

Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail

This unassuming plattorm can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound

■ COMMENTS

399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail

WELDED As opposed to boll-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material lhat shelves are made of.

id ¡FTM ?Jim HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platlorm. Single figures indicate a square platlorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates 
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.

3 280

56 16,5,18

4 283

76 35,50

61 18,16.3

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice

Townshend VSSS 1,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

68 54,49

Respect is due to any stand that looks this good with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39

Speaker stands
BADGE? PRODUCT

299 Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too 60,50 15,21
HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single ligures indicate a square platform.

Z - I f you want to get the most from your source and amp 
[ J>>) components, it's important to consider good quality support. 

K—Z Dedicated equipment supports are racks and tables made 
specifically to hold hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive

Our favourite □ besthjy ■ choice

SPEAKER STANDS

Stand & Deliver
The Home Of Audio Visual Furniture

More a range than a model, capable of fine results especially with Acoustic Steel top plates

An attractive stand whose lack of coloration and ringing suits it to high-resolution systems

Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent

Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can otter

The UK's AV Furniture Superstore 
24 Hour Despatch

50 20,17

62 18,16.5

Anvil Sound Display Stand

Custom Design S0402

Custom Design RS300

Custom Design S0404

Partington Ansa 60

Partington Dreadnought BS

Partington Heavi II

Russ Andrews Torlyte

18,15

17,23

31,22

Custom Design Milan 

Custom Design Icon 400

Milly Foculpods 

Partington Minim 

Ouadraspire 04 Reference

Russ Andrews Tor1yte Platlorm

COMMENTS

A variety of smart looks available

Our favourite □ bestbuy ® ^3«»

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports

SPECIFICATIONS

SPECIFICATIONS

FS SPECS KEY

SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com
Stand & Deliver

Equipment Rackswww.standanddeliver.com

HhFICHOICE
STANDS AND SDPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE

Alphason A5-G
BAOGE? PRODUCT

Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 4 Glass 217

Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but it's all worth it as sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46,35 3 MDF 302

Custom Design Inert Matt 70 I solation plattorm that can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit 40x25 Metal 311

Custom Design ton Signature 330 Gorgeous wood and glass looks : sound lacks a little detail, but is nicely lively 56,37 4 Glass 286

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal and largely harmless 60,42 4 Glass 293

http://www.standanddeliver.com
http://www.standanddeliver.com


HfFICHOICE
BUYER'S BIBLE

GLOSSARY
TECHNICAL TERMS DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

S.lCHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 
channels, typically front left and right, 
centre surround left and right. and LFE 
(low frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 
BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 
characteristic frequency balance resulting 
from emphasising parts of the audio 
range and/or de-emphasising others. 
BASS The lowest three octaves of the 
audio band - 'low bass" refers to the 
bonom ocrave (20^40Hz), 'mid-bass' the 
middle octave (40-80Hz) and 'upper 
bass' the top ocrave (80-160Hz). 
BhAMP (sometimes tri-amp). 
loudspeakers equipped with separate 
access terminals to each drive unit can 
be driven by separate (matching) power 
amplifiers for each driver.
BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire) 
Loudspeakers with separate access 
terminals to each drive unit can be 
driven by separate cable runs between 
the amp and each driver.
CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 
erased, though discs that have not been 
completely filled can have tracks added 
until the disc is finalised.
CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD 
incompatible with older CD players. 
CLASS A The operation of an 
amplifying stage or device in which 
current always flows, as opposed to 
Class B, where some of the devices are 
effectively turned off some of the time. 
Class A tends to have the advantage of 
offering lower distortion, while Class B 
tends to generate less heat.
CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 
in Class A for the first fraction of a watt 
and Class B thereaher.
CLIPPING An amplifiers output 
waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is 
advanced 100 far and no more 'volts' are 
available to sustain ever--ncreasing 
power levels. Distortion increases 
dramatically at this point.
CLOCK Any electronic osciilator that is 
used to generate a timing reference 
signal. Used to synchronise the data 
being taken from a dsc.
CROSSOVER A simple electrical 
network which divides the full 
bandwidth signal received from the 
power amplifier, apportioning 
appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 
various drive units.
DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 
radio using frequencies in the 
217 .5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use 
varying degrees of compression and offer 
a broad range of programming. 
DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Convener. 
The stage in any digital component at 
which incoming digital data is used to 
reconstruct a recognisable analogue 
(music) waveform.
DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 
audio format that typically contains five or 
more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX 
whereside and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO^LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 
to DD that 'steers' information to the 
front UR, centre and mono surround 
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 
which converts electrical energy into 
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 
format used lor SACD otters a frequency 
response of over 1OOkHz and a dynamic 
range over 120dB. It has over four times 
the data capacity of CD.
DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 
circuit that handles the decoding of digital 
audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it 
separates the !eh from right and front 
from rear, while managing the various 
bass options.
DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 
to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4: I 
compression ratio that. ostensibly, 
promises higher quality.
DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 
DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 
and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 
compatible with standard DVD players.
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 
connection that uses an electrical cable 
rather than optical. Includes the balanced 
('AES/EBU') intertace.
FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 
audio, both analogue and digital. These 
are often very sophisticated in design and 
in total they probably have rather more to 
do with the 'personality' of CD player 
sound than most other factors.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 
frequencies, from low to high, which a 
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE Wth speakers, the 
complex electrical load that a 
loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 
driving it.
JITTER An insidious distortion specific to 
digital audio caused by imprecision in the 
clock, used to regulate the conversion of 
data into analogue audio.
KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 
rate measurement system used primarriy 
with highly compressed formats such as 
MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the 
bener the quality
LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 
source component (except phono 
cartridges) gives an output in the region of 
1-2V referred to as 'line level' It follows 
that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 
or 'tape' are designed for this input level 
and are thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 
of reducing the number of data bits 
(deniity) without corrupting the original 
description of the musical signal.
LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 
data density by recourse to a complex 
psycho-acoustical mode! that predicts 
what is, and what is not. 'audible' within a 
sequence of music.
MIDRANGE The middle three or so 
octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 
approximate frequency span from 
160Hz up to 3kHz.
MP3 (MPEG layer 3) lossy compression 
format for digital audio that drastically 
reduces data content in order to squeeze 
music through internet connections or 
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 
hard disc.
OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 
resistance to alternating current. a source 
with low output impedance (below 100 
ohms} helps ensure compatibility with 
most ampllfiers, even with long 
interconnect cables.
PCM (pulse code modulation) The 
digital coding system for analogue 
waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 
is limited by the oversample and bit rates 
used - CD is 44.1kHzll6-bit while 
DVD-A is capable of 192kHzl24-bit.
PRESENCE BAND Critical section ol the 
audio band at the point where midrange 
and treble meet.
QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 
distortion or noise resulting from errors in 
the description of the musical signal by 
the digital code.
SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 
1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 
on DSD coding that offers high resolution 
stereo and multichannel sound from 
hybrid discs that can also be played on 
ordinary CD drives.
SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 
musical waveform is sllced up into 
discrete chunks. for CD this is 44.1 kHz or 
once every 0.023msec. DVD will also 
support 4BkHz and 96kHz.
SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 
a speaker generates for a specific voltage 
input. Expressed in decibels per wan (dB/ 
W), measured 1m from the speaker. 
THX Standards system for home cinema 
set ups which includes amplifier power 
and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 
latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 
stringent than THX Select.
TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 
Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 
transmission system it invented for 
consumer appllcations.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 
types of power semiconductor used in 
solid state amplifier output stages.
TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 
the audio band, ie above 3kHz 
TWEETER Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY loudspeaker 
crossovers split the signal into two or 
three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 
can have more than two drive units.
WATTS (per channel) The wan is the unit 
of electrical power and the WPC 
rating is the maximum average 
undistorted power that an amp can 
dellver to a typical speaker. However, 
speaker sensitivity variations can make 
more difference than amplifier output. 
WOOFER Bass driver.

AGGRESSIVE forward and bright 
sonic character.
AMBIENCE The impression of an 
acoustical space, such as the 
performing hall in whikh a recording 
was made.
ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 
ARTICULATE Intelllgibility of voice(s) 
and instruments and the interactions 
between them.
ATTACK The leading edge of a note 
and the abiiity of a system to reproduce 
the attack transients in music.
BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 
the degree to which one aspect of the 
sonic spectrum is emphasised above 
the rest. Also channel balance, the 
relative level of the left and right stereo 
channels.
BODY fullness of sound, with 
particular emphasis on upper bass. 
Opposite of thin.
BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 
with audible cabinet resonances.
BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 
upper midrange/lower treble.
DARK A tonal balance that tilts 
downwards with increasing frequency. 
Opposite of bright.
DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 
follows the attack.
DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 
of a component to reveal the subtle 
information that is fundamental to high 
fidelity sound.
DEPTH (of image) The perception of 
music being reproduced behind the 
loudspeakers and inhabiting a 
reproduction of the acoustic space of 
the original recording.
DETAIL The most delicate elements of 
the original sound and those which are 
the first to disappear with lesser 
equipment.
DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 
which usually comes across as 
fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 
reverberation as produced by a damped 
environment.
DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 
and wide dynamic range. Related to 
perceived speed as well as contrasts in 
volume both large and small.
EUPHONIC An appeallng form of 
distortion that generally enhances 
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 
the harmonic elaborations of some 
valve amps.
FAST Good reproduction of rapid 
transients which increase the sense of 
realism and 'snap' .
FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 
I mage projection.
FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 
aggressive sound, a sense of the image 
being projected in front of the speakers 
and of music being forced upon the 
llstener.
GRAINY A sllghtly raw, exposed sound 
which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 
sturdiness in the bass.
GRUNT See grip.
HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 
aggressive sound with a metallic 
tinge.
HARSH Grating, abrasive.
IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 
voice or instrument is in a particular 
place in the room.
JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 
energy and life.
LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 
sounds in a recording.
MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 
cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 
the sound.
NATURALNESS Realism.
OPAQUE Unclear. lacking 
transparency.
OPEN Sound which has height and 
'air', relates to clean upper midrange 
and treble.
PACE Often associated with rhythm, 
a strong sense of timing and beat.
PRESENCE A sense of an 
instrument or voice occupying a 
place in the listening room.
PRESENCE RANGE The upper 
midrange.
SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 
rather than hear.
SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 
sound, often heard on radio.
SNAP A system with good speed 
and transient response can deliver 
the immediacy or 'snap' of live 
i nstruments.
SPEED A fast system with good 
pace gives the impression of being 
right on the money in its timing. 
STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 
sound.
THICK A lack of articulation and 
clarity in the bass.
THIN Bass light.
TIMBRE The tonal character of an 
instrument.
TIMING A sense of precision in 
tempo. See speed and pace.
TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 
percussive sound. Good transient 
response makes the sound as a 
whole more live and realistic.
TRANSPARENCY, TRANSPARENT 

A hear-through quality that is akin to 
clarity and reveals all aspects of 
detail.
TWEAK To tune a system or 
component in an attempt to get the 
best performance from it.
TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 
this process.
VEILED loss of detail due to limited 
transparency.
WARM A fullness in the lower 
midrange/upper bass.
WEIGHT A sense of substance and 
underpinning produced by deep, 
controlled bass.
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Heatherdale
© audio limited

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BN14 OEJ 
Web: ^^w.hifi-stereo.com

E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com 
Telephone: 01 903 872288 

Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01 903 872234

DEFINITIVE AUDIO
Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items

ITEM DESCRIPTION SALE NEW

Speakers
Acoustic Zen surround system, new (£7845) only £5875
B&W DM1800 speakers with stands £1 95
B&W DM640 floor standers £295
New Acoustic Zen Adajio speakers £3125
New Alamarro M3 speakers £2695
Hales Transcendence 5 speakers £2895
Mordaunt Short MS5-40 speakers £99
Acoustic Zen Adagio Junior speakers + stands, new £2500
Acoustic Zen Adagio centre speaker + stand r 1625
Mission 753 speakers £3t9
Ruark Templars, boxed £245
JBL TI 6K speakers mint/boxed 495
Tanney Super Tweeters (ex display) full warranty t795

Pre-Amps
Wavac PR-Tl 3 box pre-amp as new. (£23500)
Proceed PAV pre-amp
EAR 834L pre-amp £J95

Amplifiers
Almarro A50125A integrated amp (NEW) £1 It 0
Wavac MD- 805M monos (£16500) AS NEW only £/950
Kora triode 1OOSB mono power amps (pair) £J495
Yamaha DSP-E800 processor/3 eh amp £175
Audio Note Zero pre-amp with monoblocks (ex demo) £795
Cambridge Audio Azur 840 A-B XD integrated amp Mint £395 
Denon AVR-3802 surround receiver £395
Mark Levinson ML 336 power amp £2495
Quad 306 power amp £175
Meridian 551 integrated amp excellent cond £695

CD Players & DACs
Audio Note DAC l X mint/boxed £395
Denon DVD A-11, DVD/DVD audio/SACD player mint/boxed 
Esoteric x-03 SE (NEW) POA
Goldmund Eidos 18 CD/SACD player (£3195) NEW £2495
Accuphase DP 65 CD player £995
Tri CD player {made in Japan) ex-demo £995
Meridian 506 20 bit CD player, superb cond. £695
Accustic Arts Drive 11 reference CD transport with
Accustic Arts reference tube DAC 11 SE. UK supplied, 
full warranty, brand new factory sealed.
Normal price £1 2300 offered for or ly £6995

Miscellaneous
Technics ST-61OL tuner £65
Sony ST-SE570 tuner
Winds electronic stylus gauge £425
Cambridge Audio Azur 640T V2 FM/DAB tuner Mint £95
Selection NEW Madrigal CZ gel balanced interconnect@ discount
Townshend S/Sink 3 tier equipment rack £350
Turntables and associated gear
Dynavector 507 Mk. 2 arm (new) £2295
Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, Thiel 
speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Villetri speakers, SME, 

Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

Audio Note Japan M7. Line and phono pre amplifier. Very desirable.Built 1996.
Audio Note Japan Kageki. Parallel single ended 2A3 stereo amplifier.Sought after rare bird.Built 1999.
Audio Note Japan M7.Line pre-amplifier.Built 1999.

Resolution Audio 530 Integrated amplifier.Works in conjunction with Opus 21 CO player.
Very neat office sty lie solution. New unused.

Resolution Audio Opus 21. Silver/silver. 3 years old.Condition as new.

SME 20/12A turntable with KSL silver wired 312S arm.Demonstrator - less than a year old.

Living Voice Avatar II Maple.

Living Voice Avatar I Black gloss.
Leetor MM phono stage. Nice looking.Sounds alright as well..

LV MC step up transformer.SO Ohms.
Michell ISO /'Hera phono stage.

Benz Micro Glyder.As new.
Transifguration Esprit. Only 20 hours use. Perfect condition..
Jan Allaerts MC2 Finish Gold.Only 100 hours of use.
VDH Condor XPM Platinum. Optimum load 40 ohms I .1 S mv output. Less than 20 hours use. Perfect.
VDH Black Beauty Special X. Optimum load SOO ohms I .S mv outputJust serviced & calib.by VDH.

VOH Grasshopper Ill GLA.Optimum load SOO ohms/ .4Smv outputJust serviced & ealib. by VDH.

VDH Grasshopper Ill SLA.Optimum load 200 ohms I .6S mv outputJust serviced & calib.by VDH.
Kuzma Airline tonearm. Boxed.Bit of a palaver,but sounds great. Perect condition.

Sugden A21SE Integrated. 3 years old. Very tidy.

Sugden A21 power amplifier.ntanium.
Cairn Integrated. Remote control & balanced input.Black.

Monopulse 42A loudspeakers.Sand.

Vitavox MM30012" high power handling bass drive units.Very light use.Super serious.
Vitavox RH33O 4-cell mid range horn.

TAD 4003 compression driver. Less than 2 hours use.
Audio Innovations 1st Audio amplifier.A bit of a collectors classic. Lots of sound for...
Pioneer PDS 801 CD player.Looks good,but is broken. Good project for geek.
CEC AMP 3300R Class A single ended solid state integrated amplifier. 100 hours use. Perfect.
Velodyne 1812active subwoofer with parametric EQ and S microphone set-up kit.

Silver I black. Ultimate home cinema sub'. Ex -dem,just about run-in.

Audio Note Japan M7mkll Signature pre-amplifier.Built in phone.Year 2000.

Audio Innovations Series 800mkll. 25 wan class A power amplifierJust serviced.
Audio Innovations L2 line preamplifier.

Kuzma Stogi reference 12"" tonearm. New and unused.

Kuzma Stogi reference 9" tonearm. New and unused.

Kuzma Stogi S tonearm. Second hand.

Rogue Cronos. EL34 Integrated amplifier.
Audion Sterling Plus KT88SE stereo with volume control.
Bryston 1-7 Home cinema 5.1 processor. Excellent condition. Highly regarded by AV fans.

JPS Labs Super Conductor FX balanced interconnect 1 m pair.
B&W DM2 loudspeakers. 1970's. Good working order.Take them away for only...
Michell GyroDec. Smoked perspex lid/ bronze.Approx 9 years old. Particularly nice condition.
Homing Agathon Gold loudspeakers with Lowther PM4 Alnico drivers. Natural Oak.

Western Electric Gotham type 39 mono amplifiers.SO watts of 300B in Class A. Beefcake with manners.
Art Audio Quintet.Classic EL34 Class A' integrated.A5 new, ex-dem.

Art Audio Concerto integrated.Shiny triode coupled 6SSO integrated.Beefy sound.A5 new.

Sugden CD 21.Just serviced by Sugden. Excellent condition
Audio Innovations P2 phono stage. Pristine condition - original specification

Magnum Dynalab MD10 surround sound decoder.

£5000
£12000 -
£4500

£800 £2150
£1650 £2950

£8500 £11500

£1500 £2700

£1000 £3000
£400 £800

£350 £650
£200 
£400 £650
£600 £1200

£1750 £4500
£1850 £2850

£1500 £3700
£1500 £3350

£1250 £2700
£5000 £7500

£1000 £2150

£475 £1200
£450 
£450 
£400pr - 

£400pr - 
£2000pr £3700 
£400 
£50 
£400

£8000 £13500
£6500 £16600

£300
£350
£1100 £1900

£900 £1600
£350 £650

£1350
£400
£1200 £3800

£180
£50
£600
£2500 c.£7500

£4000 £10000
£1700 £3850

£2500 £4400

£500 £1100
£900
£1000 £2400

T. +44 (0) 115 973 3222 E. shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk 
www.deflnitiveaudio.co.uk

stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com
mailto:shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.deflnitiveaudio.co.uk


ATL OOO ems

Advanced Transmission Une
P E C I AL I ST REGA DEALERresa

new RS> rcsnQE3

EB17 OBI/ DB1/ GB1/ TB2/ FBI/ MB2XBD/

Rs>-5d

8 layer bass units on RS-5 and R-S7 Improved quality cabinet

Offering superb performance combined with 
classic good looks the new RS range benefits from the following 

improvements over the previous R range.

Rega designed high frequency unit

New grill design 
New foot design

“An expressive and involving experience. DB17
HiFi Choice - Sept 08

“It all adds up to a dynamite design"- DB17
What HiFi? Sound & Vision - May 08

" Open, engaging and communicative" - GB1/
HiFi Choice - May 08

"A great example of professional sound accuracy" 
"Exceptional tonal balance and outstanding resolution" - FBI/

AV-Magazin.de - Sept 08

“Detail was impeccable" - FBI/
Hifi World - Oct 08

"Extension and articulation to pin you to the sofa" - OBIT
HiFi World - April 08

"Makes for a highly revealing and damn enjoyable 
loudspeaker" - EBI/

HiFi+ - June 08

"They sound vivid, dynamic and deliver 
a thumping bassline" - GB1/

What HiFi? Sound & Vision - April 08

R^-V

sr
call: 01260 280017 for audition I home trial
Synergy AV
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire.

www.rega-synergyav.co.uk

Ring your dealer

Aberdeen Sevenoaks S&V 01224 252797 Kingston Infidelity 0208 943 3530
Ashford Soundcroff 0123 3 624441 London SWl I Oranges & Lemons 0207 924 2040
Both Paul Green Hifi 01225 316197 London W5 Audio Venue 0208 567 8703
Bristol Sevenoaks S&V 0117 974 3727 Leeds Audio Republic 0113 217 7294
Cambridge Audiofile 01223 368305 Maidstone Home Media 01622 676703
Chester Adventures in Hifi 01244 345576 Maidenhead Audio Venue 01628 633995
Edinburgh Sevenoaks S&V 0131 229 7267 Market Horboro' Divine Audio 01858 432999
Gateshead Linlone Audio 0191 477 4167 Norwich Basically Sound & Vision 01362 820800
Glenrothes Shadow Audio 0844 800 0073 New Molden Unite! Sound & Vision 0208 942 9567
Hatch End Music Matters 0208 420 1925 Swansea Audio Excellence 0l792 474608

BEST BUY

CALL 01727 893928
http://www.thesoundpractice.co.uk/Guru/

Made in Sweden
"These speakers are exceptionally communicative, 
expressive and entertaining to the point where the 

whole experience quickly becomes seriously addictive" 
Paul Messenger - HI Fl Choice

www .pmc-speakers.com

Magazin.de
http://www.rega-synergyav.co.uk
http://www.thesoundpractice.co.uk/Guru/
speakers.com


Dealer Guide [Classified]

29 years of passion...Listen to it now!

77w/ force/ art of playirty wcu&úy

Audio I 
Audio 
Castle 
Cyrus 'j 
KEF
Marantz

On permanent demonstration at Mayflower Sounds 
Tel. 01302 711 528 www.mayflowersounds.co.uk 
(M) 07931 524266 mayflowersounds@fsmail.net

Award Winning Retailers...kers Hi-Fi
Meridian
Michelt
M. J. Acous"
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt-Sh 
NAD >

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

Nordost
Origin Live M
Ortofon
Pathos
Pickering 
Primare
Pro-Ac
Project
QUAD
Roksan
Shanling 
SME
Stands Unique /

• Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000

• Widest choice in the area • Independent advice

• Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
• Over 35yrs experience • Qualified staff
• Comfortable dem rooms • Superb showrooms
• Main road location • Major car parks nearby
• Insurance estimates • Service Dept.
• Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
• Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status
• Delivery & installation
• Part Exchange
• Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
• Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ
TEAC
T richord
Unison Resei
Van Den Hui
Wharfedale

Tel: 01904 629659

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
Yamaha
& Lots more. in high fidelity sound reproduction - since I 961

http://www.mayflowersounds.co.uk
mailto:mayflowersounds@fsmail.net
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dynavector

THE DEATH OF THE CD PLAYER
HEAR THE FUTURE
The Sound Gallery invites you to experience Linn's new Klimax DS and Akurate DS. 
Products that will not only enhance the performance of music, but will transform 
any digital audio system.

Even poorly recorded CD's sound delightful on a Linn DS player, 
and without a CD drawer and moving parts to wear out, we believe this is the 
perfect way to enjoy music. The sound just defeats every CD player we have 
listened to so far!.. Yes, you did read this!

Bring along your CD's and/or CD player and discover the future today at..

• www.soundgallery.co.uk
■ 65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks

„ 01494 531682 ~

arcam

audo technica the art of system balance

nottingham

ortofon trust us to spill the beans
rega research 

rountree acoustics

sim2

shahinian

stax

sumiko

trichord

i pswic h
w w w SI

signals
hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473)
g n a ’ s

655171
u k com

Introducing the 
'New Exposure 
MCX Series/

Contact us for a demo:
Telephone 01302 711528
Mobile 07931 524266
www.mayflowersounds.eo.uk
Email :mayflowersounds@hmail.net

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 

Specialists

020 7924 2040
Email: oranges.Ienions(« virgin.net 

61 Webbs Road. Battersea. SW11 6RX 

www.oandlhifi.co.uk |

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0)1733 344768

www.hifichoice.co.uk

http://www.soundgallery.co.uk
http://www.mayflowersounds.eo.uk
mailto:mayflowersounds@hmail.net
virgin.net
http://www.oandlhifi.co.uk
http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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MUSIC MATTERS
HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

New Store Now Open 
10a Chapel Street 

Stratford-Upon-Avon 

Warwickshire CV37 6EP 

01789 414 53

We offer custom installation of complete 
systems integrating hi-fi, home cinema, multi­

room and lighting.
Home trials are available 

for many products.

Our extensive range of products includes
• Arcam e Apollo e Anthony Gallo • Atacama
• Atlas • Base e Bose available at 

SOLIHULL e Bowers & Wilkins
e Rega and Diamond available at

EDGBASTONe Chapter Audio e Chord 
Company e Chord Electronics e Cyrus

e Denon e Dream V1s1on • Dynaudio

• Dynavector • Epos • Grado • Infocus

• KEF • Krell • LAMM • Marantz • Meridian

• Michell • Mission • MJ Acoustics • Monitor 

Audio • Musical Fidelity • NAD • Naim
• Nordost • Ortofon • Panasonic • Pioneer

• PMC • Project • Pure • QED • Quad

• REL • Rotel • Sennheiser • Sim2
• SME »Sonus Faber • Tascam • Teac

• Wharfedale • Wilson Benesch • Yamaha

OPEN TUES - SAT 10:00 - 5:30
LATE NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM AND 
SOLIHULL WEDNESDAY TIL 6.30PM

Interest free credit on selected items • 0% APR 
Written details on request • Licensed credit broker

www.musicmatters.co.uk

ma CV3an1z

PREMIUM
WnOi fi

because music matters

USHER

Avid, SME, Shelter cartridges, AT-OC9 MLll, Clearaudio, Acoustic Solid, SL-1200 mods

Usher Class AUsher, Marantz, Focal, Whest Audio, Vacuum State, Transfiguration, 78rpm

Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web w^_SoundHiFi.com

•EDGBASTON 
363 Haqlev Road.
Birmingham Bl7 SOL 
0121 429 2811

SOLIHULL
93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 
West Midlands 892 SJL
0121 742 0254

•STOURBRIDGE
9 Market Street .
West Midlands bVS 1AB
01384 444 184

•SUTTON COLDFIELD 
10 Boldmere Road. 
West Midlands B73 5TD 
0121 354 2311

•HATCH END
344 Uxbridge Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 4HR
020 8420 1 925

•DARLINGTON
17 Coniscliffe Road 
County Durham DL3 7EE 
01325 481 418

Avid SME & other turntables

REVOX
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

REVOX
SERVICE

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
_ Tel: . 01283 702875

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
^Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

I H EA A IeC HNOLOGV I— IM IT ED
TTL House. Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

MICHELL ORBE.................................................. £POA
MICHELL ORBE SE............................................£POA
MICHELL GYRO SE............................................ £POA
DENDN DL 304....................................................£175
AUDIO TECHNICA ATHW 550.....................£599
AUDIO TECHNICA ATHW 1000.....................£320
AUDIO TECHNICA AT OC9M12.....................£225
DENON AHO 2000...............................................£215
DENON AHO 5000...............................................£425
DENON AHO 7000...............................................£675
TRANSFIGURATION PHOENIX....................£1100

All goods are brand new and fully guaranteed. 
Goods are not supplied on approval. Free UK delivery 

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison 
7 Mill Hill, Re—. Derby DE65 6GQ, UK 

Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an ami and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

To advertise 

here please 

call Tony 

Martin on 

0207 042 

4253

http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
_SoundHiFi.com
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
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www.hifichoice.co.uk

SIMPLY THE BEST
AYON, AUDIA, BLACK RHODIUM, BOULDER, 

CHORD ELECTRONICS, DALi, EDGAR, 
FATMAN, GRAHAM SLEE, ISOTEK, MISSION, 
MARANTZ, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NORDOST, 

PRO-JECT, QUAD, ROKSAN, TOM EVANS, 
VITUS, WHARFEDALE,

The Old Coach House, Off South Street, Ashby-de-la Zouch. LE65 1 BQ

T: 01530414128 M: 07976 571875
www.zouchaudio.co.uk email: mike@zouchaudio.co.uk

To advertise here 

please call 

Tony Martin on 

0207 042 4253 or 

email:

tony.martin@futurenet.com

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.zouchaudio.co.uk
mailto:mike@zouchaudio.co.uk
mailto:tony.martin@futurenet.com
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WM

SOUND CINERGY WM

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 OEG

' 020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE AUDIOBrampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset
01984 624242
www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

ACOUSTICA LTD
17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH

a 01244 344227
® www.acoustlca.co.uk

AUDIO AND CINEMA
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,
Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS

a 0870 458 4438
© www.audio-cinema.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston

Norfolk NR9 400
a 01362 820800
© www.basicallysound.co.uk

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey, KT1 4DA
a 020 8943 3530
© www.infidelity.co.uk '

ACTON GATE AUDIO4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, Clwyd LL13 7PB
a 01978 364500
© www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI12a West St, Congleton, CheshireCW12 3JB
a 01260 280017
© www.synergyav.co.uk

a 0161 491 6090
© www.audio-counsel.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SK8 1AL

GRAHAMS HI-FICanonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London N1

■ 01491 839305
www.audioimages-hifi.com

AUDIO IMAGES128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR321HB
a 01502 582853
© www.audioimages-hifi.com

37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands WS9 8NL
a 01922 457 926
© www.soundcinergy.co.uk

VICKERS HIFI24 Gillygate, York, Y031 7EQ
a 01904 629659
© www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 ?NL

a 01858 432999
© www.divineaudio.co.uk

DOUG BRADY HI-FI
Kingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North,
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU

a 01925 828009
© www.dougbradyhifi.com

THE RIGHT NOTE SW56 High Street, Saltford, BristolBS31 3EJ
a 01225 874728 
© www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp

AUDI0B0FFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood 
Herts WO 1TP

a 020 8177 4095
© www.audioboffs.co.uk

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG? 3NR

a 0115 9786919
© www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk ISfiMH

CREATIVE AUDIO9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1EN
a 01743 236055
© www.creative-audio.co.uk

avon

SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NE - North East, 
NW * North West, W - Wales.

HIFICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact
Ben Keightley +44 (0) 20 7042 4262

bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk

http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.alternativeaudio.co.uk
http://www.acoustlca.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.vickers-hifi.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
http://www.dougbradyhifi.com
http://www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.creative-audio.co.uk
mailto:bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk
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2nd-hand shootout
£1,000 amplifiers compete for first place

T he Audio Analogue Maestro Settanta 
may not be the snappiest named amp, 
but it's one worth seeking out. This

Italian integrated first appeared in 2003 and 
charmed us with its smooth, beguiling sound 
quality. Since its launch there have been a 

the '50s' Servicing can 
be direct or via a dealer 
and Quad can even 
supply original 
packaging. The 
warranty, however, is not

number of minor changes with a major revision 
in early 2008. The latter version can be 

i dentified by its bright blue display, whereas 
earlier examples had a green one. The warranty 
is for two years and, provided the original 
receipt is kept, is transferable. Our budget is 
probably not quite enough for a newer version 
(now fl,850), but it will buy a later 'green' 
one from a dealer; hopefully with a warranty. 
No matter what the age, it's important to check 
that the amp has both its original remote and 
mains cable. The remote is a heavy brass affair 
with full functionality. Without it, some features 
are inaccessible. The standard power cable is 
a chunky, four-core lead that's finished in a 
distinctive bright blue. As it's a decent cable 
i n its own right, you might find the previous 
owner has been tempted to keep it'

I f it's long term satisfaction you seek, then 
you could do a lot worse than the Quad 
99/909 pre/power amps. With 140 watts to 
hand and Quad's famous 'current dumping' 
system, this powerful combo will drive most 
speakers with ease. Since its launch in 1999 
there have been no significant changes to the 
specification, making buying second-hand 
easy. Reliability is typically Quad-steady, 
although some early models suffered from 
poor quality capacitors. The quality was soon 
improved and offending examples are easy to 
detect with their crackling and popping sounds 
emitted through the speakers. Our budget is 
easily enough for a pair under five years old, 
effectively avoiding any teething problem 
models. Should anything go wrong then Quad 
prides itself on keeping parts dating back to

Below: Audio Analogue's Maestro Settanta amplifier 

transferable. Although the 
pair will work independently of one another 
it's worth having the AmpBus lead. Not to be 
confused with Quad Link, this link joins pre 
and power amp to give a balanced connection 
and remote switching. This link also makes it 
easy to bi or tri-wire the power amps, making 
the 99/909 eminently upgradeable.

I f you like the idea of a classic British 
pre/power pairing, but are put off by the 
Quad's laid-back persona then it may be 
worth considering the Linn Kairn and Klout. 
The Kairn was introduced way back in 1990 
and served right though to the its replacement 
by the Exotic in 2004. The later Kairn Pro 
(1992) was effectively the same thing, but 
with the phono stage removed. Various 
software and control board upgrades improved 
its compatibility over the years, but the 
greatest change came with the introduction, 

"...it's important to check that the amp has 
both its original remote and mains cable."
in 1994, of the Brilliant Switch Mode Power 
Supply. You can spot one of these later, SPS 
models by looking for a serial number post 
5000. In actual fact, although the sound 
quality improved, the reliability has proved less 
than brilliant in a number of cases. It's not 
unknown for an early Brilliant equipped device 
to intermittently power down. The supply was 
improved in late 1994 (5309 onwards) and 
then again in late '95 (7000 onwards for the 
Kairn, 6000 onwards for the Kairn Pro).

Above: Sonus faber's Musica integrated amplifier

For the best sound quality and reliability seek 
out a post 7000/6000 model. For a good 
cheapie look for a pre-5000. The Klout power 
amp has been subject to fewer changes 
although later ones do sound slightly better. 
Models made between 1992 and 1996 can 
suffer from an initial buzzing sound when 
powered up. This was cured by fitting ferrite 
rings to the transformer and look for serial 
numbers post 3796 for this fix.

A rather more obscure choice, but charming 
nonetheless, is the Sonus faber Musica. Sonus 
is, of course, better known for its speakers but 
this sweet little integrated is not without 
talent. Sonus faber uses the 50-watt solid-state 
amp to voice its speakers and the Musica has 
been engineered to give a smooth, rich sound, 
if not the last word in transient attack.

As you'd expect from the manufacturer of 
some of the most beautiful speakers in the 
world, the Musica features a solid walnut front 
panel. Although extremely rare, we've seen a 
couple of examples crop up at our price range 
around half of their new cost of £2,300. UK 
distributors Absolute Sounds warns of the risks 
of'grey' imports. To ensure full service back-up 
it's worth contacting an Absolute Sounds or an 
official UK Sonus faber dealer and checking 
the serial number. But the few sold in this 
country have been reliable and there shouldn't 
be any specific problems with the amp.

These four amps offer something for
everyone. It's hard not to be tempted by the 
Maestro Settanta for its beguiling presentation 
but, then again, the 99/909 is a great long­
term bet. As ever, the best advice is to listen to 
the options and take it from there. HFC

Dominic Todd
Next month, £2,000 turntables
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SOUND & VISION

When you buy from Sevenoaks you are 
buying from one of the biggest, longest 
established and most trusted Hi-Fi / Home 
Cinema retailers in the UK.

We have been making home entertainment 
come alive for customers for more than 
35 years now. With a national network 
of stores and a hard-won reputation for 
outstanding customer service we are 
confident that we can do the same for you.

Ultimately, our stated aim is quite 
simple... to offer a total home 
entertainment solution, no matter what 
the customer's need.

The philosophy behind Sevenoaks Sound & Vision is simple, 
customer-focused and hasn't changed since the day the company 
started. When you shop at Sevenoaks we guarantee you:-

• Superb customer service, including after-sales care and attention to detail.

• An unrivalled product range, with every leading manufacturer in stock and 
impartial advice on offer.

• Knowledgeable staff that are highly trained, dedicated to customer 
service and have a genuine passion for home entertainment.

• Demonstration facilities in every store, offering pleasant and comfortable 
surroundings to test high-performance products in a home-like environment.

• Competitive prices across the whole range of products stocked.

• Leading edge expertise in bespoke design and Installation with Cedia 
qualified staff in many stores.

★ SEVENOAKS SALE - 13 DECEMBER 2008 - 17 JANUARY 2009 ★

Amazing Sale offers at www.SSAV.com

http://www.SSAV.com


SEVENOaO the experts in home entertainment

LCD & Plasma Screens Home Cinema Separates

Hi-Fi Separates
Pro-Ject Turntables
Pro-ject's excellent range includes the multi award-winning 
Debut, versions include Debut USB-ideal for converting your 
favourite tracks to your iPod and Debut colour - available in 
finishes to suit any decor

Genie 2
The new Genie 2 
is an ideal choice 
for vinyl lovers on 
a budget.

These new 
screens from 
Pioneer are 
1080pHD 
ready and 
feature KURO 
technology for 
the deepest 
blacks

Pioneer G9 KURO Series Plasma TVs
New 50 & 60 inch models. Full 1080p HD ready.

Samsung Series 6'Rose Black'LCDTVs
32,37.40,46 and 52” inch, full 1080p HD ready models.

Panasonic VIERA PZ81
Panasonic's new PZ81, full 1080p HD ready Plasma TVs, are 
the first to include an integrated freesat HD tuner.

Want a bigger picture?Then a full 1080p projector and 
screen could be the answer.

Sim2
Grand Cinema
HT380
This award-winning 
projector has to be 
seen to be believed.

InFocus IN80, IN81, IN82 & IN83
For an unforgettable experience, fire up an InFocus 
projector and start playing BIG movies, TV and games.

Onkyo
This impressive range includes the newTX-SR606 and 
TX-SR506 A/V receivers and the award-winning DV-SP406

Yamaha ........
The DSP-AX863SE AV amplifier features full support 
for HO audio formats ensuring maximum enjoyment 
of all high definition sources. Also available is the 
award-winning DSP-AX763 and the fiagship DSP-Zl1 
at selected stores.

Denon
The range includes the award-winning Denon DVDl940 
DVD player and outstanding AV amplifiers and receivers 
including the new AVR-1909 and AVC-lHO.Blu-Ray Disc
Panasonic DMP-BD35 & DMP—BD55
Conforming to BO profile 2.0 these new players deliver 
outstanding picture and sound quality.

Pioneer BDP-LX71
View film exactly as the filmmakers intended; in 
breathtaking 1080p resolution, at 24 frames per second 
with Pioneer's new BOP-LX71

Denon DVD-2500BT
For faithful transmission of Full HO video and HO audio 
signals bringing out the full quality of film

Marantz CD6002 & PM6002
This award-winning CD and 
amplifier from 
Marantz 
gives true 
high-end 
performance 
and represents 
outstanding 
value for money.

Speakers

Dali Lektor 1
These speakers deliver 
remarkable performance 
from compact enclosures.

Q Acoustics
101015.1
Smart styling 
complements the 
Q Acoustics'award­
winning performance.

With class-leading build quality, and a unique blend 
of sophisticated Scandinavian design, Primare build 
elegant. reliable, easy-to-use systems that promise 
years of high quality performance.

Monitor Audio
With a choice of sizes 
and finishes. there's a 
Monitor Audio speaker 
to complement any 
system. Ranges include 
Bronze BR, Silver RS, Gold 
Signature, new Radius HD 
and thefiagship Platinum

Radius HDnauius nu :
A new decor matching H
range of ultra-compact F5 ■ «
sub/sat speakers replacin') M |1„

hmhlvacclaimea I Ge/-'

A new decor matching
NEW

Radius.

SpendorSAl
The most musical 
and revealing small 
loudspeaker ever 
created by Spendor. 
Thisitiny 2-way 
infinite baffle design 
presents sound in 
an unclunered and 
cohesive manner 
that is incredibly 
captivating to 
listen to. Finished in 
gorgeous; Zebrano 
Piano Lacquer, Jet 
Black Piano Lacquer 
and Satin Wenge.

2



* SEVENOAKS SALE ★
13 DECEMBER 2008 - 17 JANUARY 2009
More Sale offers at www.SSAV.com

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

All-in-One Systems Nationwide - Stoes
Both 2-channel hi-fi and full multi-channel home cinema 
systems are available. Our comprehensive range has 
models to suit all your sound and vision needs.

Denon D-M37DAB
Denon's micro systems are back. This award-winning model,
available in silver or black, features a CD player, capable of readingMP3 andWMA discs, a g: 
tuner, 30W 
amplifier and 
optional SC- 
M37 speakers.

All Sevenoaks stores stock a wide range of products, have comfortable demon­
stration rooms, provide first-class customer service and can deliver and install 
your purchase. Stores with Cedia qualified staff can also provide a bespoke 
design and installation service. They have unrivalled expertise in all areas of 
home automation and can demonstrate a wide range of installation options.

B&W
Zeppelin
Hear just how 
good your iPod 
can sound.

NAO Vi so Five
This stylish. award-winning, system 
from NAO gives excellent performance 
with DVD and more than holds its 
own with music too.

Multi-Room Audio

NEWLogitech
Squeezebox Duet 
With Squeezebox™ 
Duet, you can listen 
to the music you love in
any room of your home. This 
smart, wireless player delivers 
your entire music collection to 
your stereo. The controller then
makes it easy to browse, select and play.

Purchase ANY Yamaha, Onkyo, Denon or Pioneer AV receiver/amplif ¡er at RRP and CLAIM up to 
33%

OFF the RRP of the loudspeakers of your choice
* Max RRP of loudspeakers £1500 
Subject to availability (NICWA00) 

Most brands included

WHAT Hl Fl? •wu «m mama
AWARDS 2008

This award-winning 
iPod docking station 
ticks all the boxes: 
it's beautiful, solid as 
a rock and sounds 
amazing!

Sonos
This multi-room digital 
music system lets you 
play your favourite tunes all over t he house 
- and control them 
from the palm of your 
hand. You can even 
play different songs in 
different rooms .

Purchase ANY Arcam, Cyrus, Marantz or Roksan integrated or pre/power amplifier at RRP and CLAIM up to
OFF the RRP of the loudspeakers of your choice*
* Max RRP of loudspeakers £1500
Subject to availability (NICWA00)

Aberdeen
01224 252797
Bedford
01234 272779
Brighton - Hove
01273733338
Bristol
0117 974 3727
Bromley 
020 8290 1988
Cambridge
01223 304770
Chelsea
020 7352 9466
Cheltenham
01242 241171
Epsom
01372720720
Exeter
01392 218895
Glasgow
0141 332 9655
Guildford
01483 536666

• Cedia Member Mail Order 0800 587 9909

Holborn
020 7837 7540 •

Poole
01202 671677 •

Kingston
020 8547 0717

Reading
0118 959 7768 •

Leeds - Wetherby 
01937 586886

Sevenoaks
01732 459555 •

•
Lincoln
01522 527397

Sheffield
0114 255 5861 •

■
Loughton
020 8532 0770

Southampton
023 8033 7770

Maidstone
01622 686366 •

Southgate
020 8886 2777 •

Manchester
0161 831 7969

Swindon
01793 610992

Norwich
01603 767605

Tunbridge Wells
01892 531543 •

•
Nottingham - Sherwood 
0115911 2121

Watford
01923213533 •

•
Oxford
01865 241773 •

Weybridge
01932 828525

Peterborough
01733 897697

Witham - Essex 
01376 501733

•
Plymouth
01752 226011 •

Yeovil
01935 700078 •

NOW OPEN DUBLIN 01 495 2020
Unit 3a Grange Road, Retail Centre, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 

Pricing may vary from the UK

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR HOURS
Many stores are open additional days and hours during December and January 

Please call or check www.SSAV.com before travelling

Sevenoaks 
Custom 
Installation

Bespoke design 
and installation service 
Consultation
Design and planning 
Project management

Cu^m Electronic
Oosiqn and
Association

For inspirational ideas visil www.sevenoaksci.co.uk 
,_ L__ _Essential Accessories

At Sevenoaks, accessories are not an 
afterthought. Our staff can demonstrate 
the difference the right accessories can 
make to your listening and viewing 
experience.

ACCESSORIES INCLUDE: S 0 UN D 5 TYL E 0 GRADO ^^

visit www.SSAV.com today!

News and information 
Comprehensive product range 
Nationwide stores 
Outstanding website only offers 
Free monthly competition 
Massive savings on end-of-line 
stock clearance

Can't find what you're 
looking for?
Come and visit www.SSAV.com and 
see the latest in sound and vision *

PLEASE NOTE Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 17/01/2009, E&OE. 3

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.sevenoaksci.co.uk
http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages are 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words, 

remembering to include your phone number and county. The simplest 
way to send your ad is via email to: alan.sircom@futurenetcom. Or 
mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 
Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW Please note that thisseNice is 
open to private advertisers only

FOR SALE
ACCUPHASE E213 integrated 
amplifier, one year old, as new 
condition, boxed with manual, 
paperwork etc, amazing 
amplifier, (E2,4SO) £l,5OOono. 
07786 262144 (Berkshire) 
ADVANCE ACOUSTIC 
MPP206 and MAA406 pre/ 
power. Best Buy August HFC. 
MM/MC, full remote, balanced 
or phono, boxed, as new, E645. 
Tannoy DC3000 floorstanders, 
superb, rare rosewood, 92dB, 
ideal for valves I Boxed, E445. 
01243 863371 (W. Sussex)
ARCAM ALPHA 5 amp and 
tuner, Technics SL-P5900 CD. 
TDL RTL 2 speakers, truly 
vibrant sound, Thorens TD160S 
with SME 3009 and Shure 
V15/3, E180. 0115 929 7706 
(Notts)
ARCAM ALPHA 9 CD player, 
mint condition, black finish, 
boxed, E 155. B&W P3 compact 
floorstanders. As new 
appearance, black ash, boxed, 
E135. 01752 790419 (Devon).
ARCAM SOLO E65O. Epos M5 
real wood speakers, E180. Both 
boxed. Soundstyle Z2 speaker 
stands, 6 metres QED cable, 
E40. 01474 355296 or email 
david.pryor@tiscali.co.uk (Kent). 
ARCAM 170.3 CD transport. 
1991 vintage, black, still reads 
discs, with remote control, 
booklet and interconnect. 
01929 480181 (Dorset) 
AUDIO ANALOGUE Bellini 
preamp and Donizetti power 
amp. Excellent condition, 
E400. 01384 894284 
(W Mids)
AUDIO RESEARCH VS110 
power amp, one month old, as 
new and mint, stunning amp, 
(E4,400) bargain at E2,400. 
02380 224003 (Hants).

AVI DUO loudspeakers in 
excellent condition, one year 
old, cherry finish, superb sound 
quality (HFC Best Buy), E600. 
0770 917525 (Surrey).
CHORD RUMOUR bi-wire 
speaker cable, 2x9m, (E300) 
accept E180. Also Chord Silver 
Siren interconnects, offers.
07891 533084 (Swansea). 
CORK RECORD MATS with 
l abel recess. Nicely made, good 
quality. 'The best sounding mats' 
ElO + H75 p&p. 07914 
696538 (Derbys).
CYRUS CD7Q/ PSX-R, boxed, 
manuals, E55O. Rotel RB991 
power amp, boxed, E375. 
01977 609839 (W Yorks).
CYRUS PRE VS 2 X-Power (x2), 
Cyrus PSX-R, mint condition, 
boxed. All between one and two 
and a half years old. Offers 
between E1,85O and E2,000. 
Spendor S5E, mint condition, 
boxed, E625. Manuals for all 
products. Buyer collects. 01721 
723 946 (Tweedale)
ELAC FS 207.2 speakers, Jet3 
ribbons, cherry finish, with boxes 
and manual, mint condition, 
E395. 02920 419226 (S Glams). 
FORTY CURRENT hi-fi 
magazines for sale, E20. Buyer 
collects, bargain, 01268 767841 
after six (Essex)
GRADO SRBO headphones, 
brand new, E80+ p&p. 
07791 936281 (Kent)
HI-FI NEWS January 2007 to 
March 2008. Hi-Fi Choice 
January 2005 to December 
2007 40 copies, E20. Buyer 
collects. 020 8590 8530 (Essex). 
KLIPSCH KGS.2 floorstanding 
speakers in oak, very rare, 
excellent all-round condition, 
grills included, stunning sound, 
E275. 07725 072878 (Leicester).

Above: Advance Acoustic MPP206/ MAA406

KRELL FPB 300CX power 
amp, one of the best in the 
world, new, 220v-50Hz, E4,500 
ono. and shipping from Israel. 
The buyer who pays the asking 
price can also buy used 
Transparent Ultra XL speaker 
cables, excellent condition, 
(E2,300) E700 inc shipping. 
ewadv@hotmail.com (Israel).
LINN CLASSIK CD player/ 
amp/tuner mint condition in 
black, E300. B&W DM601 
S2 speakersmint in black, ElOO. 
Musical Fidelity X-LPS phono 
stage mint, E40. (07748) 
320S49 (Suffolk)

BUYING TIPS
Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 
component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller 
as well as the goods.

LUMLEY REFERENCE LVl 
preamp, very good condition, 
El50. B&W DM7 loudspeakers, 
E30. Speakers to collect. 079S6 
236764 or 0191 417 1669 
(Tyne & Wear).
MARANTZ CD6000 Kl
Signature CD player, E275. Rotel 
RAOS amplifier, E275. 01903 
813883 (W. Sussex)
MARANTZ CD17 (E800) E400.
Musical Fidelity X-A1 amp (SO 
watts per channel) E300. Musical 
Fidelity X-LP phono stage, E90. 
07787 166713 (London) 
MARANTZ CD17 Mkll Kl 
Signature, E400. Arcam ASS
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[ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer] Private ads

FOR SALE

amp, with Arcam phono boards, £400. Marantz CD Recorder DR6000. Plays, but needs attention, offers, can demo. 07941 015908 (Surrey).
MUSICAL FIDELITY AS CD player, as new, upgrading, low usage. (fl,SOO) £800. 01268 41SO17 (Essex).
MUSICAL FIDELITY XA-50 monoblock power amplifiers (pair) £320. Musical Fidelity X-PSU £160, X-PRE, £130 (or £2SO for both). All in excellent condition, lightly used in 2nd system. 07882 791040 (London).
NAIM NAC 72 preamp with MC phono board. Nairn NAP 180 power amp, black, £7SO the pair. Rega R3 speakers, £3SO. All excellent condition. Cash only. Buyer collects, can demo. 07773 7S6277 (Bristol).
NAIM NACD 3 CD player, NAC 62 preamp, NAP 140 power amp, plus KEF QSS floorstanding speakers. All perfect condition, £SOO the lot 012S4 23374S (Lanes).
NAIM SYSTEM CDS 1 CD player, 122X, 150X pre and power combo with Flat-Cap x2, Nairn Intro II speakers in maple finish. All in mint condition, boxed, leads, remotes (£4,000), £2.750 01656 782523 (S . Wales)
PIONEER DV 656A DVD-A/ SACD player, £70. Tannoy Ml S with stands, Denon UP0-250 power amp, silver, £60 each. QED Digit, £30. NAO 4020a and Rotel RT-850AL tuners,r——————————————————————————————————

t HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us, please email alan.sircom@futurenet.com or alternatively, use the postal form below Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly also8 include your telephone number and home county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.
NameAddress
Daytime telephoneDate__________________________________________________________
PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW

£25 each. 01621 772884 (Essex).
PRIMARE C32 Deluxe remote control, titanium finish, never used, sti11 in box, £40ono. 017S3 704762 (Wilts) 
PRIMARE 121 amp, black, two years old, excellent condition, boxed, £300, price negotiable. 01689 834136 (Kent)
PROAC RESPONSE 1 SC. Late model with bolt-on back panel and massive high-spec crossover. Stunning speakers and a rare second-hand purchase opportunity, £SOO no offers. 07876 70S266 (W Yorks).
PRO-JECT RPMS turntable, good condition, hardly used, one year old, £300ono. 07946 46Sl 91 (London)
PRO-JECT RPMS turntable with Ortofon Tango cartridge. Pro-ject Phono Box I I. Excellent condition, l S months old, £200. 07S2S 069114 (Middx).
QUAD 306 power amp, Quad 34 control unit and Quad FM4 stereo tuner, £360 the lot 0208 977 6433 (Surrey). 
ROKSAN CASPIAN five- channel power amp, excellent condition, £100. TAG Mclaren AVR 20 proccessor, centre channel indicator light faulty, but unit works fine, excellent Condition, £85. Buyer Collects 01909 731413 (Notts)
RUARK PROLOGUE 2 floorstanding loudspeakers, Dialogue 2 centre channel with bracket, Epilogue 2 compact standmount loudspeakers. Ruark Logrhythm 150 ASW subwoofer. All natural cherry finish, mint

Advertisement 

condition, (£3,000) £1,500. 01324 815461 (Stirlingshire).
SENNHEISER HD 600 headphones, boxed (£269) accept £90. 07891 S33084 (Swansea).
SENNHEISER HD 650 headphones for sale, £170. Reason for sale: I am upgrading. 01793 S41240 (Swindon) 
SILTECH SIGNATURE Forbes Lake XLR, £1,200. Golden Ridge digital XLR, £320. Ruby Hill mains, £SOO. Musical Fidelity MVX-2 preamp A370-2 power amp (f5,000), f1,000. 07900 39416S (London).
SOUNDSTYLE XS310 AV rack. In excellent condition. Ultra­rigid, fully-welded epoxy powder-coated frame. 6mm toughened safety glass shelves to British Standard, (f365) fl25. 078 2832681 (Glocs) 
SPENDOR SSE loudspeakers, boxed, £5OO ono. Audiolab 8000S, £200 ono. Soundstyle five-tier equipment stand, £100 ono. All excellent condition, buyer collects. 01603 744000 (Norfolk).
SUGDEN C51, P51 and T51, one channel needs attention. Cambridge Audio PlOO (black), P5O (silver), T55 (silver) . Neal 103, needs attention. Offers. 020 8650 6127 (Kent) 
TANNOY CHESTER, 1978, loves valves, £400. Quad 12L, Rosewood piano gloss, £250. Partington Dreadnought Ultima flagship heavyweight stands, (£350) £150. All no offers. Priced for quick sale. 07876 705266 (W Yorks)

TDL RTL2 floorstanding speakers, matched pair in very good condition, black, £50 ono. Buyer collects. 01 229 S84S09 (Cumbria)
TOTEM ARRO front speakers, Totem Dreamcatcher Centre, Totem Lynx dipole rears. Mission MS subwoofer, boxed, all maple, mint, (£2,900) f1,400. 07891 533084 (Swansea).
TRANSPARENT CABLETransparent Opus MM, XLR, 1 m, boxed with certificate, £8,000. Transparent power cable, Power Link MM, £650. 07501 797971 (London).
UNISON RESEARCH hybrid valve equipment: Unico Secondo 1 20-watt per channel integrated amplifier with phono inputs, (£1.560) £825 ono. Unico CD player, (fl ,450) £725 ono. Excellent reviews, mint Two pairs Rothwell attenuators, £2S ono perpair. 023 8073 8935 (Hants).
WANTED: Audioquest speaker cable, two or three metre pair. Bi-wire preferred, medium to high-end. 01772 468116 (Lanes)
WANTED: Linn Sondek clear turntable lid. Must be in good condition. 01926 853106 (Warks)
WANTED: Moon i-5 amplifier. Must be in good condition. 01491 614325 (Oxon).
WANTED: Nakamichi CR-7e cassette deck, preferably mint/ excellent condition. 07759 205820 or 01483 271669 evenings. e-mail s.banks@surrey. ac.uk. (Surrey).
WANTED: Roksan Xerxes lid and hinges, mid-90s model. Also wanted: a working record cleaner. 07731 699579 (Stoke-on-Trent)
WANTED: Top-quality hi-fi separates and complete systems: Nairn, Linn, Cyrus, Meridian, Arcam etc. Fast, friendly response and willing to travel/ pay cash. 07815 8924S8 (Essex)
WHARFEDALE EVO 30 speakers in maple, as new, £180. Nairn N-Cent centre speaker in cherry, excellent condition, £200. 07730 987 689 (Surrey).
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No compromise sound from any system

'One of the best value for money
mains leads we've heard.'
What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision

Russ Andrews
Classic PowerKord™
7 m with Wattgate 320i /EC 
£89
With standard /EC £69

saw

'Impressively detailed and crisp, 
improving imaging and reducing high- 
frequency hash. Rhythmic portrayal was 
excellent, and so too was clarity.'
HiFi Choice magazine

Hi-Fi World 
Aug ‘02

Mr C Donnelly, London

HIFIHOICE^ 
\ magazine /

Sept'01
May'04

AWARDS 2004

Measurements showing reduction in RFI (due to TV and radio broadcasts) with 
our Classic PowerKord™ compared with a standard 3 core mains cable.

0.1 90 180 270 360 450 540 630 720
FREQUENCY (MHZ)

"TTTxJ • Standard Cable

'• Classic PowerKord™

WHAT HI-FI? BEST BUY

With eight hyper-pure copper conductors separately 
insulated with Teflon®, Kimber's unique cable weave 
which is proven to reduce RFI and the NEW 
cryogenically treated Russ Andrews 13A fuse and 
WATTGATE 320i IEC connector, The Classic 
PowerKord™ is a low impedance, 
interference-cancelling mains cable 
that's in a class of its own.

Use it to boost the 
performance 
of your CD player or 
amplifier and help your 
music sound more 
dynamic, detailed 
and musical.

'I've just attached a Classic 
PowerKord™ to my Marantz 
CD6000 and rather than bore you 
with superlatives about the 
Improvements, I would simply like 
to say that I won't be upgrading 
to a newer CD player for some 
time. Well done nice product.'

The PowerMax Plus™, 5EPT08 V 
our best selling mains cable... ... ....
"The improvement over a standard 
giveaway cord is clear - you get improved 
clarity, smoother highs and weightier bass. 
Stereo imaging becomes more expansive, 
and the equipment's presentation sounds 
cleaner and more precise "
What HiFi? Sound & Vision Ultimate Guide to 
High End Entertainment, Sept. 08

Want to know more?
To request your copy of our FREE catalogue which 
is packed with tips, advice and unique products 
designed to get the very best from your Hi-Fi or 
Home Cinema, and a free copy of our customer 
magazine Connected to Music and Movies, go to 
www.russandrews.com/catalogue

or call us on 0845 345 1550

Exclusive UK distributor

IW nss

PowerMax Plus™ mains cable £35.95 for Im Solutions for better music & moviesMail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within Uk Mainland)

http://www.russandrews.com/catalogue
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competition
What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision,

KEF iQ50 - ‘at this moment and at this price, the KEFs don't have too much

Right on Q
Just when you thought, it couldn't get better.
KEF's new Q Series, the latest development in the 
most successful loudspeakers series the company has 
ever produced, manages to achieve the impossible 
and improve on perfection
All new models benefit from extensively remapped 
crossovers to ensure incredibly smooth sound and the 
unrivalled detailing and off-axis performance of the 

new UnnQ® point source array, featuring the 
'tangerine' waveguide, ensures a wonderfully even 
tonal response throughout the room and helps to 
deliver outstanding realism.
Audition the new Q Series at your local KEF 
retailer today.

GP Acoustics (UK) Ltd., Eccleston Road, 
Tovil, Maidstone, Kent MEl 5 6QP, U.K. 
Tel: +44 (0)1 622 672261
Fax: +44 (0)1 622 750653

KEF and Uni-Qare registered trademarks. Uni-Q is protected under GB patent 2 236929. U.S. Pal. No. 5,548,657 and other worldwide patents KKEF
www.kef.com INNOVATORS IN SOUND

http://www.kef.com

	B&W684	Thorens TD700

	sonic substance, seductive style	

	The new range.

	Serious hi-fi exclusively for the initiated

	by TEAC

	THE MOST RESPECTED NAMES IN HI-FI JOURNALISM^


	January2009 [Issue 315]



	Contents

	READER SERVICES

	PRIMARE DVDI10.*••.

	EPDS ELS 8 !:•


	C INDUSTRY PROFILE

	audiofile • •••

	CD player £

	Integrated Amplifier £ 1000

	Power Amplifier £800


	Malcolm

	The world of the dreaded internet hi-fi forums

	DENON

	COMPETITION



	CHOICECUTS

	★ ★★★


	CH ICEMAIL

	2001 SWABDS SPEC!AI

	LETTER OF THE MONTH

	MONITOR AUDIO

	Please visit, monitoraudio.co.uk

	Telephone 0800 0352 032

	EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

	38

	42

	46

	75

	77

	79

	81

	ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

	ROUND-UP

	MAINS ACCESSORIES £7O-£18O

	ONE-BRAND HI-FI SYSTEMS £1,2OO-£1,7OO





	Ahead of the crowd

	VERDICT

	HI-FICHOICE ★★★★★

	VERDICT M


	Hl^FI HOICE * ****



	Atacama

	DITORENCES...

	VERDICT


	*****

	*****

	*****

	HI-FICHOICE *****

	OVERALL SCORE

	Project USB Box USB DAC ( Review ]


	Box of delights

	HI-FICHOICE ★★★★★

	wwwimyfavouritemagazmes.eo.uk/hfc/P051

	Or call: 0844 848 2852

	Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm

	If you live outside the UK please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices


	Plug 'n' play

	"...there is one further alteration we were keen to assess and that is to see how the deck responds to a more sophisticated cartridge."

	HHICHmCE +++*


	Crystal clear

	"...this is a relaxed, easy sounding and genuinely musical player that nevertheless gives a broad, expansive stereo image... "

	*****

	****	

	*****

	*****

	HIFICHOICE *****


	KEF's nifty fifty

	VERDICT

	HHI HOiCE^HHHTT

	www.coherent-systems.co.uk 01684 310849

	ACS T2 custom earphones [Review]



	King of the road

	"...one of the key features arising from the custom-fit silicon earpiece is a 2&dB reduction in background noise."

	Hl-FICHOICE ★ ★ ★ ★ *

	Silvermann Labs Clarity 1

	VERDICT


	Supra Mains Block MDD&-BS/SP

	VERDICT


	TCI Baby Constrictor

	VERDICT

	HI-FI

	★ ★★★ *



	Wireworld Aurora 52




	richer

	THE UK’s HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & FLAT PANEL TV SPECIALISTS!

	OUR LEGENDARY, ONCE A YEAR

	CAMBRIDGE AUDIO & MORDAUNT-SHORT SYSTEM DEAL

	IP

	D

	I SAVE ^.

	CAMBRIDGE AUDIO ID10 ’

	AUDICA MPS1

	TANNOY F4 ’



	¿DLAL

	£9.99

	TSP £249.95


	SAVE


	£170

	TSP £399.95

	VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR NATIONWIDE STORE DETAILS AND OUR SPECIAL SEASONAL OPENING TIMES ON: 0845 900 1230



	WELCOME TO OUR SALE PREVIEW!

	YAMAHA TX761 ’

	DENON DM37DAB

	BLU-RAY PLAYER SAVINGS

	WERE £229.95

	ESEsi *****

	SAVE



	£250


	£149.95

	CAMBRIDGE AUDIO DAC MAGIC’

	SAVE


	£50


	£179.95

	MASSIVE RANGE OF MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS IN-STORE

	YAMAHA DSPAX763


	£19995

	MORDAUNT-SHORT MEZZO 2

	SAVE


	£70

	ONKYO TXSR806

	SAVE



	£70

	PANASONIC DMPBD35

	SAVE


	£50


	£199.95

	PIONEER BDPLX71

	SAVE

	£50

	ï399s5

	MASSIVE RANGE OF MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS IN-STORE

	MASSIVE RANGE OF AV AMPLIFIERS IN-STORE

	¿DEAL/

	SONOS BU150

	CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 840AV.2 ’

	SAVE





	e

	£599.95

	I £69995

	iPt1D


	£749.95

	[Ultimate Group Test] One^brand hi^fi systems£1,200-£1,700

	EQUIPMENT USED

	MUSIC USED

	EARS USED

	LISTENING TESTS

	LAB TESTS

	LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH

	OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE

	£550/£680



	ADVANCE ACOUSTIC MCD403/MAP305 II DI

	VERDICT	’


	T+A

	E-SERIES

	The future bas now begun

	VERDICT

	Family Portrait


	CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR

	840C/840A V2

	VERDICT

	VERDICT

	50% OFF

	50% OFF

	Visit our website at


	hificables.co.uk

	lack

	hodium

	Email: info@blackrhodium.co.uk or Phone: 01332 342233


	SOUND & VISION FROM SEVENOAKS

	New KEF iQ

	Visit www.SSAV.com today!

	HEAR KEF'S NEW iQ SPEAKERS



	SEVENOa<S

	the experts in home entertainment

	VERDICT




	CONCLUSIONS

	CD PLAYERS AND AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE

	DEFINITIVE AUDI O

	Konno

	The new Reference 380. The ultimate mini system.

	The leaders in digital music





	A LAN

	HEAR SELECTED PREMIUM PRODUCTS

	the experts in home entertainment

	SEVENOa<S

	SERVO EVOLUTION

	SUPERIOR CD PLAYERS FROM CYRUS



	HIFICHOICE^

	CHRISTMAS...

	BE»»

	Turn to page 90 for ddetails..


	Subscribe to HLFICHOICE for just !3.74 a month and receive a £15 lsoTek Test Disc, a £50 lsoTek mains connector and a £26 Nordost ECO 3 antistatic kit

	lsc5rek®

	•••Order online at...

	^ww. myfavouritemagazines.eo.uk/hfc/p050

	Beamax

	Atacama

	Pioneer	Omonitoraudio p^kaucfio	»audiopro


	Specialists thousands

	kmkck &SHHK assa —___

	MB MM MMI MMI MMI ■■ MMI MMI MMMOHHB




	HiFiBitZ...

	www.HiFiBitz.co.UK 08700 276 888

	£ CALL FOR PRICE CHECK ONLINE

	£ CALL FOR PRICE

	CHECK ONLINE

	Onkyo

	NAD

	Roksan

	Roksan


	SOUND & VISION FROM SEVENOAKS

	REL



	T-Series

	SUBWOOFERS

	SEVENOa<S

	the experts in home entertainment

	HTFI

	¡103



	VINYL BUYER S BIBLE

	TURNTABLES

	PHONO CARTRIDGES

	PHONO STAGES

	High End Cable

	FURUTGCH

	audience

	IsroTek

	PASSION FOR SOUND




	TUNERS BUYER'S BIBLE

	DAB or FM?

	Integrated amplifiers


	STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued

	Pre/power amplifiers

	Positioning

	Going multichannel

	Choosing speakers

	Spikes

	HLFICHOICE


	BUYER'S BIBLE

	Tannoy

	Mercury F4 £350

	DALi

	I kon 6 £899


	STEREO SPEAKERS

	Stereo speakers

	^^n°NS

	HI-FI SYSTEMS

	GABI£,DOSR60

	SQUEEZEBOX DUET W10


	AUDIOPHILE AV

	AR^M DiVAAVR280

		

	★ SEVENOAKS SALE - 13 DECEMBER 2008 - 17 JANUARY 2009 ★


	HEADPHONES

	info@midrangeaudio.co.uk

	midrangeaudio.co.uk

	ACOUSTIC




	CABLES

	Interconnects and speaker cables


	GLOSSARY

	DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

	© audio limited

	DEFINITIVE AUDIO

	ATL OOO ems






	resa

	new RS> rcsnQE3

	call: 01260 280017 for audition I home trial


	On permanent demonstration at Mayflower Sounds Tel. 01302 711 528 www.mayflowersounds.co.uk (M) 07931 524266 mayflowersounds@fsmail.net

	The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

	Tel: 01904 629659

	www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk


	THE DEATH OF THE CD PLAYER

	■	65 Castle Street, High Wycombe,	Bucks

	audo technica the art of system balance

	ortofon	trust us to spill the beans

	i pswic h

	Contact us for a demo:

	Telephone 01302 711528

	Mobile 07931 524266


	www.mayflowersounds.eo.uk

	Email :mayflowersounds@hmail.net

	020 7924 2040


	Tel: +44 (0)1733 344768

	www.musicmatters.co.uk

	SERVICE

	THE MANUFACTURERS' APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

	SERVICE

	I H EA A IeC HNOLOGV I— IM IT ED



	tony.martin@futurenet.com

	Dealer Directory CHOICE


	2nd-hand shootout

	★ SEVENOAKS SALE - 13 DECEMBER 2008 - 17 JANUARY 2009 ★

	LCD & Plasma Screens

	Home Cinema Separates


	Hi-Fi Separates

	Blu-Ray Disc

	Speakers

	13 DECEMBER 2008 - 17 JANUARY 2009


	SEVENOa<S

	All-in-One Systems

	Multi-Room Audio

	NEW

	NOW OPEN DUBLIN 01 495 2020

	CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR HOURS



	READER CLASSIFIED

	FOR SALE

	Want to know more?

	Exclusive UK distributor


	Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within Uk Mainland)

	KKEF






