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amphion

Let the sound touch you
Amphion loudspeakers combine award-winning Scandinavian designs with state-of- 
the-art technology -all in service to the music.

Amph1on's Helium 520 and Argon2 Anniversary feature slender, elegant cabinets 
which will fit in any modern home. Latest-technology drivers, Amphions proprietary 
waveguide and low-crossover-frequency technology enable the Amphion's to cre
ate engaging, realistic sound, all out of proportion to their size-or price. No longer 
does "big sound" mean "big boxes".

All the Amphion products are handmade in Finland.

Argon2 Anniversary

"Unstressed yet engaging across all 
types of music"

David Price, Hifi World

Helium 520

"Sound is warm, neutral, lively and essentially 
neutral, with superiour musical communica
tion skills"

Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice

BEST BUY
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*

"...it is the collection of all of these traits at a mid
level price that makes it an exceptional speaker."

S. Andrea Sundaram, www.SoundStage.com www.amphion.fi

Exclusively distributed in the UK by Kore Trading Tel: 01623 - 517000 - Internet: www.koretrade.co.uk

http://www.SoundStage.com
http://www.amphion.fi
http://www.koretrade.co.uk
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THE MOST RESPECTED 
NAMES IN HI-FI 
JOURNALISM^

I f this year's Bristol Sound and Vision show is 
anything to go by, the general mood amongst 
the buying public is surprisingly upbeat. What is 
it about our hobby, I wonder, that puts getting 
great sound above all else - even in these 
difficult times? The fact that great sound is so 
important to so many of you is what makes us 
tick here at Choice Towers and we take great 

PAUL MESSENGER
A former Hi-Fi Choice editor, Paul has 
been writing about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for more than 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of the world's 
most respected scribes, and he is 
undoubtedly the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

pride in providing you with the best names in hi-fi journalism and 
the most trusted hi-fi reviews available anywhere.

Speaking of great sound, this month we're spoilt for choice.

JIMMY HUGHES
With more than 40 years as an enthusiast 
under his belt. Jimmy is one of the 
country's best-known hi-fi experts.
His knowledge of system-matching, 
hi-fi-tweaking and record-collecting is 
unmatched in the industry.

This issue, in particular, has an emphasis on value 
- so turn the page to find some of the best-priced, 
best-sounding hi-fi on the market today.

Editor

WHY WEARE 
NO.1 FOR HI-FI...
• Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 

most reliable no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

• Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, reviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers who are the best audio journalists in the UK.

• Our test regime is the most rigorous in the business and we are the 
only hi-fi magazine to offer 'blind' listening sessions, along with 
user-friendly laboratory tests in our six-way Ultimate Croup Test

• That's why Hi-Fi Choice is..

The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional musician and 
recording engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boot He 
has a knack for writing about complicated 
subjects in a readable way-and he only 
writes for Hi-Fi Chace.

MALCOLM STEWARD
Former editor of Hi-Fi Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the best-known and 
most outspoken reviewers of the 1980s 
and 1990s. He currently edits hi-fi industry 
bible The British Audio Journal and also 
writes exclusively for Hi-Fi Choice.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been writing about his 
obsession for more than 2 S years. In that 
time he has contributed his encyclopedic 
knowledge to almost every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and several more 
besides). He is widely regarded as one of 
Britain's finest hi-fi reviewers.

JASON KENNEDY
Jason Kennedy was a former editor of 
Hi-Fi Choice and spent an incredible 17 
years on the title. Now he's back as HFC's 
Operations Editor, ensuring that things 
run smoothly whilst continuing to review 
and contribute to the UK's best hi-fi title.

DOMINIC TODD
A highly experienced pumalist Dominic's 
sharp ears and retail experience are a 
valuable mix for Hi-Fi Choice. Each month, 
Dom dispenses priceless second-hand 
buying advice that will save you time, 
money and a lot of legwork.

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and 
advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and 
experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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Here are our top 75 favourS*oducts bought by 
customers using our very cMydable: 0% Finance* 
and Buy Now Pay Later* ScSnes...
BRAND MODEL MRP MONTHS ”

McIntosh MCD301 CD Player £4,795.00 £479.50 24 £179.81
Accustic Arts TubeDacll £7,050.00 £705.00 36 £176.25
Chord Indigo 2 1m pair interconnect^ £925.00 £92.50 12 £6938
ADAM Pencil Active Loudspeakers £5,999.00 £599.90 36 £149.98
Marantz SA-7S1 Legendary Series£5,900.00 £590.00 36 £147.50
Clearaudio Champion Ltd Turntable £3,510.00 £351.00 12 £263.25
ADAM Gamma SA Loudspeakers £9,999.00 £999.90 36 £249.98
ADAM Tensor Beta A b3udspeakef&*3 £21,499.00 £2,149.90 36 £537.48
Marantz AV8OO3 &MM8003 AV Pre/Pow^^^co. £4,098.00 £409.80 12 £307.35
ART Moderne 8 Loudspeakers £3,000.00 £300.00 12 £225.00
Wilson Benesch Discovery Loudspeakers £6,262.00 £626.20 24 £234.83
ART Deco 10 Signature Loudspeak^f^g^^Z £11000.00 £1,200.00 36 £300.00
Accustic Arts Drive 1 mk 2 & Dac 1 mk4 comb^^^^co £8,650.00 £865.00 36 £216.25
ART Deco 20 Signature Loudspeakeö^SggS £22,500.00 £2,250.00 36 £562.50
Audionet ART G2 CDP CD Player £4,150.00 £415.00 18 £207.50
EAR/Yoshino V20 Integrated Amplifier £4,715.00 £471.50 36 £117.88
Bel Canto DAC 3 £2,199.00 £219.90 12 £1M93
Bryston BDA-1 DAC £2,150.00 £215.00 12 £161.25
SME 30/12Tumtable £19.189.00 £1,918.90 36 £479.73
ART Moderne 6 Loudspeakers K £2,400.00 £240.00 12 £180.00
Bryston 4B-SST2 Power Amplifier ■ £4,000.00 £400.00 24 £150.00
ART Deco 6 Signature Loudspeakerÿ^^^^;- £8,000.00 £800.00 36 £200.00
Chord Signature Speaker cable 3m £750.00 £75.00 12 £56.25
Clearaudio Stradivari MC Cartridge ... £2,700.00 £270.00 18 £135.00
Gamut CD3CDPIayer , £5-400.00 £540.00 36 £135.00
Clearaudio Ambient Turntable £3,990.00 £399.00 24 £149.63
ART Moderne Stiletto Loudspeatet^—EI. £1,950.00 £195.00 12 £146.25
Creek Destiny amp and Destiny £2,800.00 £280.00 12 £210.00
Aesthetix Rhea Signature Phono Stage £6,450.00 £645.00 36 £161.25
EAR/Yoshino Acute CD Player £2,838.00 £283.80 18 £141.90
Bryston BCD-1 CD Player £2,500.00 £250.00 12 £187.50
Marantz PM-1152 Premium Series Integrate^^^^fe^ : £3,300.00 £330.00 24 £123.75
Gamut Di-150 Integrated Amplifier £8,750.00 £875.00 36 £218.75
Hyperion 938 Loudspeakers £4,750.00 £475.00 24 £178.13
Nordost TYR Im RCA Interconnect £1,500.00 £150.00 12 £112.50
Clearaudio Champion Ltd Turntable £3,510.00 £351.00 12 £263.25
McIntosh C2300 Pre-amplifier £6,695.00 £669.50 36 £167.38
Klipsch La Scala Loudspeakers . £6,000.00 £600.00 36 £150.00
Marantz TT-15S1 Turntable £1,399.00 £139.90 12 £104.93
Creek WyndsorTT Turntable £2,000.00 £200.00 12 £150.00
Marantz SC-11 SI Premium Series fte-afl £2,899.00 £289.90 24 £108.71
Audionet Pre 1 G3/AMP1 V2 Power £8,375.00 £837.50 36 £209.38
Marantz SM-11S1 Premium Series Power £3300.00 £330.00 24 £123.75
Aesthetix Rhea Phono Stage ' £3,700.00 £370.00 24 £138.75
Marantz SC-7S2 Legendary Series Pre-an^|^gZ - £7,999.00 £799.90 36 £199.98
Shanling CD1500 CD Player ^^^B^-co £1000.00 £200.00 12 £150.00
McIntosh MC275 Power Amplifier £4,195.00 £419.50 24 £157.31
Gamut Phi 3 Loudspeakers £1,610.00 £161.00 36 £40.25
Aesthetix Atlas Power Amplifier . £8,200.00 £820.00 36 £205.00
McIntosh MS75O Music Server £6,895.00 £689.50 36 £172.38
PMC PBli Loudspeakers 7 £5,500.00 £550.00 36 £137.50
McIntosh MA7000 Integrated Amplifiet^M|^^~" £8,195.00 £819.50 36 £204.88
Shanling CD5000 Ref CD Player ■ £3,750.00 £375.00 18 £187.50
Marantz SA-11S2 Premium Series SACD/O|^S^ £3,299.00 £329.90 24 £123.71
Wilson Benesch Curve Loudspeakers £5383.00 £538.30 18 £269.15
McIntosh MC2301 Monoblock Tube Ampl^M^^co £23,790.00 £2,379.00 36 £594.75
Klipsch Heresy III Loudspeakers £1,500.00 £150.00 36 £37.50
McIntosh MA6600 Integrated Amplifier £6,695.00 £669.50 36 £167.38
Musical Fidelity Titan Power Amplifier £19,999.00 £1,999.90 36 £499.98
Nordost Valhalla 1 m RCA lnterconnedJ^^SÎB^^.’ £3,300.00 £330.00 24 £123.75
PMC OB li Loudspeakers £3,600.00 £360.00 24 £135.00
ART Moderne 10 Loudspeakers £5,000.00 £500.00 24 £187.50
SME lOaTurntable £4,105.00 £410.50 24 £153.94
EAR/Yoshino 834p Deluxe Phonostage £1,234.00 £123.40 36 £30.85
Whest PS30R Phonostage £1,599.00 £159.90 12 £119.93
Wilson Benesch ARC Loudspeakers £2,691.00 £269.10 12 £201.83
Gamut L5 Loudspeakers £9,700.00 £970.00 36 £242.50
Wilson Benesch ACT Loudspeakers £9,101.00 £910.10 36 £227.53
McIntosh MCD500 CD Player £7,195.00 £719.50 36 £179.88
Wilson Benesch Trinity Speakers & Torus Sub £9,728.00 £972.80 36 £243.20
McIntosh MT-10 Turntable ' £10395.00 £1,03950 36 £259.88
SME 20/2a Turntable £7,115.00 £711.50 36 £177.88
Aesthetix Calypso Pre-amplifier £4,150.00 £415.00 24 £155.63
PMC EB1i Loudspeakers '£7,000.00 £700.00 24 £262.50
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i ne new reference -
The PMC IB2rtMB2 & BB5 
join the ran»Of the 
series range r

The astoundinglysucg^H series upgrade 

package has been applied to all three models 
and includes the stunning PMC/SEAS" 
SONOLEX™ domed tweeter unit and dispersion 
plate that provides the signature pin point 
imaging and delicately natural open top end. 
All three models feature PMC's massively 
engineered soft domain range unit and 
newly modified thirty two element, twenty 
four dB per octavJu^Kaossover. The sonic 

integration and dispersion is improved creating 
an even larger soundstwe in all planes. The 
presentation of delicate nuances is delivered 
with the utmost subtleWwith strident 
dynamics handled like Mother loudspeaker 
range can. The sheer sense of scale, detail and 
dynamics of these larg^Mrtes models is truly 
awe inspiring. 1

All three models have been based on 
professionally proven models that are 
currently serving at Emil Berliner / Deutsche 
Grammophon, Stevie Wonder's Wonderland 
Studios, Kraftwerk' Kling Klang facility and 
many more world renowned music makers or 
broadcasters wlorl<k|MM

0% Finance Deals*: available 
on all PMC Models. Please call 

or email for details.

&S-- .

“subject to status 1 subject to conditions cofw



Clearaudio Champion Ltd
Includes Satisfy Tonearm
The Champion Limited Turntable features the 
base and platter of the Champion Basic, but 
upgraded with the massive stainless steel feet of 
the Champion Level 2 for improved resolution, 
bass, and musicality.

Musical Fidelity TiTAN
Limited to just SO pieces world-wide, the 
TITAN is the finest amplifier ever made by ME 
No expense has been spared in their pursuit 
to create the finest power amplifier the world 
has ever seen. Be quick if you want one!

0% Deal*: £ep:£ 1,999 + f. 500.00 for 36 months 0% Deaf: Dep: £419+£157.29for24 months

Moderne 4 Moderne 6

Moderne 10Modernes

0% Deal*: Dep: £995+£172.22 for 36 months 0% Deal*: Dep: £910.10 + £227.53 for 36 months

0% Deal*: Dep: £550 + £137.50for 36 months 0% Deal*: Dep: £995+ £200 for 36 months 0% Deal*: Dep: £500+£125 for 36 months

0% Deal*: Dep: £995 + £291.66 for 36 months 0% Dea/*: Dep: £258 + £96.75 for 24 months 0% Deal*: Dep: £199+£150for12 months

and real world 
es to lead the field 
juality but also in it's 
trolled tuneful bass, 
0, detailed treble.

(NEW) McIntosh MC2301
Never have we laid eyes or ears upon a 
more beautifully magnificent monoblock 
tube amplifier! With 300wpc on-demand 
and one of the quietest tube amps 
available, you'll hear your music in all its 
glory on an unprecedented scale!

subject to status Subject to conditions

ne Range
size, the Moderne 
that belies it's 
> is vast for such 
th breathtaking 
e confines of city 
in the intimate

0% Deal*: Dep: £300+ 

£112.50 for 24 months

0% Deal*: Dep: £500 + 

£125 for 36 months

0% Deal*: Dep: £195 + 

£146.25 for 12 months

0% Deal*: Dep: £240 + 

£90 for 24 months

NEW-ART Mod
Although diminutive 
range delivers a sour 
stature. The soundst 
a small speaker, and 
clarity, its perfect for 
living and truly magi 
small hours.

Bel Canto 3.
The Dac 3 transcent 
from all of your digi 
functionality of 3 se 
Master Clock, Prean 
provides value rival 
it today and redisco

erformance 
Providing the 
jucts:DAC, 
ducLTheDac3 
formante. Hear

Wilson Benesch Combo 
Trinity Speaker & Torus Sub
We think it could be the ultimate Speaker 
Combo! Incredible detail retrieval, incredible 
speed and incredible dynamics make this 
speaker system a musical tour de force.

McIntosh MA7000
Designed to deliver a continuous 250 
watts per channel, the MA7000 Integrated 
Amplifier is the most powerful integrated 
amplifier McIntosh has ever offered.

SME 10a
It is one of 01 
because not! 
price! Loved

Wilson Benesci
A masterpiece of cartx 
engineering, the ACTc 
not only in it's peerless 
ability to deliver them 
wide open midrange a
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IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS

LOUDSPEAKERS £300-£400

120

NEWS AND FEATURES

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

ROUND-UP

BUYER'S BIBLE

READER SERVICESPRE-LOVED GEMS

8182

5858

364044

86899093

Eclipse TDSlO loudspeaker Plinius 9100 amplifier Arcam T32 DAB/FM tuner

Back issues How to subscribe£1,000 CD playersFREE Readers' classifieds
Buy or sell your hi-fi in our special second-hand section...119 2nd-hand shootout-this issue,

Audio-Technica ATH^CKlODenon AH-C751

Our regular information service, including back issues, dealers guide and the latest subscription offer

CD playersVinylPho no eartridgesRadio tuners

Ultimate guide to high-performance hi-fi, gathering together all our favourite products for you. Your shortlist starts here...
SOURCE COMPONENTS

May 2009 [Issue 319]

Contents
9 PRODUCT NEWSThe very latest new hi-fi
12 SHOW REPORTHot new product from 2009's BristolSound and Vision Show
16 COMMENTThe hi-fi commentators with clout
25 COMPETITIONWin an Arcam SACD player worth £1,100

HIGH-END IN-EAR HEADPHONES £180-£28059 Etymotic ER-4P59 Sennheiser IE8
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FURUTGCH
Pure Transmission Technology

Audion (XLR)

The Evolution n Cable Line æ

i

Evolution Evolution Speakern
Lire Transmission Performance 

for value conscious audiophiles
ths absolute somd

Ag-12 ( DIN/RC
CF Series NE**

Ag-12 Phono Cable Series

the absolute sound 
2008 

EDITORS' w 
WINNER

Ag-12-R4 (RCA/RCA)

feCF-102IR) CF-20KR) CF-202 (R)

" ■ ■ Furutech's cables offer great trans
parency and purity, plus an uncanny 
abilty to block out noise and grunge"

Chris Martens
The Absolute Sound 2007 
Editors Choice Awards

Carefully chosen 
and tested "active" 
materials mechani
cally and electrically

damp Piezo connectors as 
they "interconvert" thermal, 
mechanical, and electrical

Featuring resonance - damping cable clamps and 
PVC/Carbon powder dielectric

.....— "I (jon' * know if the Furutech Ag-12 is the
CHOICE best phono cable on the market, but it's 

the best I've heard, a fact made all the 
more meaningful by its mid-level price. It's 
one of the phono cables to beat, and it's 
affordable to boot."

Marc Mickelson. Soundstage.com Reviewes Choice Award

FI-5O(R) Piezo Ceramic Series IEC Connectors

" Elegant, lustrous, non-resonant carbon fiber and nonmagnetic stainless 
steel bodies plus leading-edge technology and materials for enthusiasts 
seeking musical perfection."

energy for the finest Furutech Pure Transmission signal 
imaginable.

Furutech Pure Transmission Technology, improving every element of signal transmission, from the AC to the speaker

Make a More Powerful Connection with Furutech!

Connectors and Parts
Sound Fowndations
25 New Road, Blackwater
Camberley. Surrey. GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel:+ 44(0) 1276 501 392
infoi? soundfowndations.co.uk

I 1O«7 xss~ CHOICE

Cables and Analog Accessories
Metropolis Music
Firgrove Road. Cross in Hand.
Nr Heathlieid, East Sussex TN21 OQR
Tel:+44(0) 1135 «67 138
www.metropolis-music.co.uk

Furutech Co., Ltd. Tokyo Japan service@furutech.com www.furutech.com

Soundstage.com
soundfowndations.co.uk
http://www.metropolis-music.co.uk
mailto:service@furutech.com
http://www.furutech.com


audiofile
® NEWS

CYRUS XPD SERIES •••
Three hot new Cyrus amplifiers boast digital input options

Having trickled-down the SE (Servo Evolution) modifications 
from its CDT SE transport to its CD player range, Cyrus 

has decided to raise the bar once again, this time with its integrated 
amplifiers. The new amps have been improved in order to make them 
transparent enough to reveal the advantages wrought by SE. Work 
started by taking the preamp section from the range-topping DAC XP 
(DAC/preamp) and using it within its vs2 amplifiers. Next, the 
company implemented a new power supply concept it had been 
working on to isolate control circuitry from audio signals, involving 
running a completely separate second power supply section from its 
own transformer. Although costing more (something that's reflected in 
increased retail prices), Cyrus claims a steep change in power amp 
performance. The modifications, says Cyrus, also means it has built a 
future-proofed amplifier platform said to deliver higher performance 
than the vs2 models being replaced.

Even more radical, is the addition of a digital option, based around a 
new DAC. Five digital input options (including USB) expand the amp 
into what Cyrus calls a home audio hub, allowing you to play analogue

and digital sources through a single amplifier component. Naturally, 
hi-fi sources such as CD players can be accommodated, but it also 
means that satellite decoders and DVD players, for example, can be fed 
into the amp, to benefit from its new performance levels.

First up is the base 6 XP model. In standard form, it only has 
analogue inputs, but it can be upgraded at the factory. It's specified to 
deliver 40 watts per channel and is the first Cyrus amp we've come 
across to be devoid of a socket for a PSX-R power supply.
Despite this, it can be upgraded all the way through from 8 XPd to Pre 
XPd status, should funds allow. It's bigger brother, the 8 XPd, is a 70- 
watt design with digital and analogue inputs, PSX-R upgradability and 
a preamp-out. Finally, the Pre XPd is based on the DAC XP preamp but 
has a more affordable DAC, as well as the features of the 8 XPd.

All three models have a customisable menu system that allow users 
to set up input sensitivity and naming. They are also designed to be 
used in multiroom set-ups and have two-zone capability built-in.
Price (6 XP) £900^ (8 XPd ) £1 ,SOO; (Pre XPd ) £ 1,300 Dui now 
|• 01480 435577 • ^ww.cyrusaudio.com

may 2009 | Hl-FI CHOICE 9
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HIGH END 2009
THE BEST SOUND • THE BEST VISION

Definition is an outstanding new range of audiophile loudspeakers 

from Tannoy. Designed to get the very best from stereo music in 

the home, Definition distils and refines Tannoy's eight decades 

of loudspeaker expertise into a design of unrivalled performance 

value and stunning aesthetics.

Defining the art of sound
The three strong range features the very latest Tannoy 

Dual ConcentricTM drivers with WideBand™ tweeter 

technology, innovative ply-wood cabinets and revolutionary 

Deep Cryogenically Treated crossovers. Capturing the 

fundamental dynamics of music yet majoring on the finest 

instrumental detail, Definition defines the art of sound.

tannoy.com TAMOY

tannoy.com


audiofile@ NEWS
NAIM NAIMUNITI ••At last, Nairn has joined the one-box hi-fi system club

Nairn is a company traditionally associated with purist, no-frills separates and while this image changed with the introduction of the H DX music server, it has now been challenged further with the latest addition to the range. NaimUniti is said to be the first all-in-one audiophile system to offer CD, DAB/FM/internet radio, MP3/iPod integration and wireless streaming. Nairn calls it the music box and with such comprehensive functionality, who are we to argueJThe NaimUniti's CD transport and swing drawer are taken from the CDX2, with the rest of the CD section originating from the CDSi. The amp section is based on the Nait Si integrated, giving the unit a 50- watt output, three RCA phono inputs, a 3.Smm jack and a DIN socket for use with the Stageline phono stage.The NaimUniti's internet radio is said to offer a 'wealth of musical options' from thousands of stations. It works with the vTuner system and can accesses the web either wirelessly, or through a conventional connection. It can search by country, genre etc and with a bit of direct web use, can be provoked into picking up the highest bit-rate streams

for the stations of your choice, supporting WMA, MP3 and MMS streams. The DAB and FM sections share presets with net stations, so cleverly, you can have any station type on any preset.In digital streaming mode, it supports MP3 and AAC up to 320 kbps (constant and variable bit rate), as well as WMA, WAV, Flac and OGG Vorbis formats. Apple lossless is also supported, but only when streamed from an iPod, and as you would expect, iPods are very well supported. iPod connection via Naim's n-Link connector allows control and display of music content via the display on the NaimUniti. It can also charge the iPod through the same link.Not only is this the most highly featured product that Nairn has ever produced, it is to our knowledge, the most comprehensively equipped single piece of audio componentry made by a British company. Although there is some very healthy competition out there from the £650 Arcam Solo Mini to the fl,500 Primare DVDilO, Naim's offering seems to out-feature everything on the market so far.
Price £1,995 Due now fit 01722. 426600, o www.naimaudio.com

Dio
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audiofile
SHOW REPORT

Bristol Show '09
The greatest show on the UK hi-fi calendar was full of surprises 
and intriguing new kit according to Malcolm Steward

O
ver the past few years the Bristol Show 
has, without any shadow of a doubt, 
established itself as the premier 
showcase for audio and video technology in 
the UK. No other specialist hi-fi or AV event 

draws anywhere near as many exhibitors nor 
visitors. This year there were more than 160 
brands represented, several of whom were 
unveiling never-before-seen products. True to 
form, before 10 o'clock on the show's 
opening day, there were queues of eager 
visitors lined up around the block waiting for 
the doors to open.

I
One of the most interesting new 
products on display was the NaimUniti 
all-in-one music player from Naim 
Audio, which showed that the latest 
versions of the all-in-one player are far more 

comprehensively equipped and sophisticated 
than earlier units in this category. The El,995 
NaimUniti consists of an integrated stereo 
amplifier (based on the NAIT Si), a CD player 
(based on the CDSi), a DAB/FM tuner along 
with internet radio functionality, an in-built 
DAC and the ubiquitous and seemingly 
obligatory iPod connectivity. All that is 
needed to turn this wireless-enabled box 
into a complete system is a pair of 
loudspeakers... and loudspeaker cables, 
of course.

2. The smart-looking all-in-one music player 
from Belgian manufacturer beChocolate

1. Nairn Audio's latest version of the 
one-box system; the aptly named NaimUniti

3. The iPod-docking station is a key feature 
of Chord Electronics' Indigo preamplifier

2
 Another extremely good-looking 

and similarly equipped all-in-one 
music player came from Belgian 

outfit, beChocolate (the manufacturing arm 
of Totem and Rega distributors, Joenit). 

Unlike the NaimUniti, this design will play 
DVD and SACD, as well as regular CDs and 
can be configured to provide home cinema 
functionality. There is also a music server 
option. As you might expect, these enhanced 
capabilities are reflected in the price, which, 
depending upon the configuration chosen, 
falls between ES,000 and EB,000.

3
 Making its UK debut and looking 

equally striking in its appearance, 
which is rather industrial compared 

to the 'softer', more feminine beChocolate, is 
the Chord Indigo preamplifier and digital 
iPod docking station. This can be supplied 
with a Chord-modified iPod that promises to 
deliver genuine high-end audio with the iPod 
as the source feeding Chord's advanced DAC 
technology (provided, of course, that 
uncompressed music files are used. Naturally 
- because Chord seems to be aiming to make 
itself a boutique digital technology leader - 
the Indigo also incorporates the latest 

custom-designed Bluetooth receiver and 
wireless developments to stream the finest 
quality audio from appropriately enabled 
mobile devices and computers.

4
 While discussing DACs we ought 

to mention Naim Audio again, 
the company that resolutely railed 

against stand-alone DACs for many years. 
Nairn surprised many visitors by previewing
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of these was the Waterfall Niagara: asense —

7 I -

half-way, floorstanding design on

work-in-progress -

,ound Comi

4. Naim's work-in-progress DAC unit 
should be available in the late summer

Spendor had an even more 
striking-looking, slim, two-and-a-

7. Spendor's luxurious-looking two-and-a 
half-way floorstanding loudspeaker -

display, the ST (Statement). The 45-litre 
cabinet construction is cleverly engineered 
both acoustically and aesthetically, such that 
when it's playing it sounds excellent and when 
it's not, it still manages to be equally 
attractive. The facia inlay on the piano black 
lacquer cabinet can even be specially ordered

8. Adam Audio's amazingly compact 
Epsilon standmount

5. The uniquely designed dear-glass ■ 
■¡»'Niagara loudspeakers from Waterfall™

production prototype - it showed great 
promise and sounded very respectable, taking 
the outputs from both a hard disk player and 
a laptop computer. There were no official 
announcements about its ETA or likely price 
but, at the time of writing, we'd imagine that 
late summer and around f2,000 wouldn't be 
too far off the mark.

its first such device in its lOthfloor room. In 
truth it is hard for any company to ignore 
DACs nowadays as hi-fi embraces sources that 
can take maximum advantage of them 
Although the unit being shown was only a

in bespoke materials for that added touch of 
luxury. The driver array comprises a newly 
developed 18cm Kevlar composite woofer, an 
18cm polymer cone mid-bass and a 29cm 
wide surround tweeter in an acoustic lens for 
extended HF response. The ST also uses 
premium-quality crossover components, silver- 
plated wiring, WBT Next-Gen terminals and 
Spendor's linear flow reflex port arrangement 
that allows for convenient close to wall 
placement. Prices begin at £5,500 a pair.

to be loudspeakers, some of which were 
extraordinary despite being predominantly 
conventional designs. The most individual and 
certainly the most transparent - in the literal

At a rather less stratospheric price 
( f1,995 ), Yamaha was playing 
tunes through its rather grand

looking, piano black lacquered Soavo-1 
loudspeakers, a model representing the 
evolution of an existing design. Although it is 
a risky business making judgements about 
the sound of any components in a show 
environment it has to be said that these 
speakers appeared very natural and unforced. 
Almost certainly the design's lack of any 
magnetic shielding contributed towards the 
easy-going clarity of the sound. In fact, 
speaking to several designers at the show, it 
appears that shielding is thankfully no longer 
deemed necessary given that few people are 
buying CRT televisions.

5
 Alongside all these bleeding-edge 

digital products the bulk of the 
new releases in Bristol still seemed

and not even a pre-

S
Not all the sophisticated 
loudspeakers at the show were 
floorstanders: Adam Audio was 
demonstrating its Tensor 'Highest End' 
compact standmounts, the £4,800 Epsilon 

and £8,400 Delta. The two-way, reflex- 
loaded, active Epsilon incorporates a 7-inch 
HexaCone Nomex/Kevlar sandwich driver, 
and an X-ART tweeter, while the three-way

near four-foot-tall, floorstanding confection 
with Nappa leather-clad drivers housed inside 
an inch-thick Diamond Glass cabinet. The 
treble unit even sits in its own, discrete, horn- 
loaded, Diamond Glass enclosure. According 
to the designer, this glass is very expensive to 
produce, which presumably explains some of 
the Niagara's £25,000 per pair price tag.

6. Among it's many speakers on display,__  
Yamaha unveiled the Soavo-1 (below left) S
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Delta employs the same HF unit, an X-ART 
midrange unit and a larger, 9-inch HexaCone 
woofer, all driven by three integral, 250-watt, 
PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) - otherwise 
known as Class D amplifiers.

The prize for the most 
comprehensively tweaked room 
went to Audio Reference, who 

were showing the £4,500 GamuT Phi 7 
loudspeakers. Bedecked with carefully 
oriented Shun Mook discs and having 
their imaging refined by Shakti Hallograph 
Soundfield Optimizers (the trident-like 
constructions standing behind them), 
they aesthectically may not suit all home 
environments, even if the sound is 
truly wonderful.

After an something of a
I prolonged absence, Deltec

I Precision Audio returned
to the fold with a system consisting of the 
£2,300, six-input, CA-1, stereo preamplifier 
and the £2,200 MA-1 mono power amplifier, 
which has as its heart a hybrid voltage 
amplifier developed by the company itself to 
outperform conventional equivalent circuits 
and provide a smoother, sweeter sound 
quality. The amplifiers were connected to the 
mains through a £550 Power Plus Triple
channel RF Noise Filter and Power lnSlink and

hudio.de

10. Stereo preamplifier and mono power | 
amplifier from Deltec Precision Audio

■■
9. Far left and right, the light wood coloured 
Phi 7 floorstander from GamuT I I

OutSlink cables and to each other with
Reference Standard Black Slink interconnects 
(from £350 for a one-metre stereo set).

n
The Funk Firm made a last
minute booking for space at the 
show in order to display and 
demonstrate its newest modified product 

the FXR tonearm, which began life as a lowly 
Rega, before being treated to a new F-dot- 
Cross arm tube, skeletal headshell and other 
improvements. Fitted to a Funk Saffire 
turntable, like the SME V with which it was 
compared, the FXR did, indeed, sound very 
neutral. "That's simply because the arm-tube 

does not react like most and ring like a wind 
chime,'' explained its designer.

Russ Andrews takes the
I prize for the device whose
■ operation no-one could

properly explain to me, the £520 Clarity Pro

H11. The Funk Firm's new FXR tonearm is 
fitted to a Funk Saffire turntable H
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12. This 'magic' box from Russ Andrews is 
'guaranteed' to enhance your home hi-fi

13. The versatile cable burn-in accelerator 
from Blue Horizon I 14. Ripcaster's RipNAS rips your CDs and 

then acts as a NAS drive and streamer

featuring Coherence Technology. This mains- powered box simply sits on top of or close to your hi-fi and does its stuff, whatever that might be. Without being in any way directly connected to your electronics it is said to enhance your appreciation of your system's sound. Making this weird science weirder still, it has a knob that "allows the control of the strength and size of the comfort zone to accommodate the varying challenges posed by your environment."
The Proburn is a new product

■K from a new company, Blue
I Horizon. The E695 device is a cable burn-in accelerator, designed to get your cables working at their best without the need for leaving your CD player on repeat playing the same old test or burn-in disc all day and night for months. In truth, the Proburn ought to be more effective because it is able to generate a wider range of frequencies than CD can accommodate. It is designed to condition both interconnects and speaker cables.

14 The crowds filling Ripcaster's room demonstrated the huge interest that has been created by high-quality computerised audio. Of several products on show, one of the most attractive was the RipNAS, which, as its name suggests, rips your CDs and then acts as a NAS drive and streamer. A compact unit measuring just 24x25x8.9cm, it is fanless, runs the Windows Media Home Server OS and can store to ?TB, using a matching storage extender box. Prices start at around ESBS for a basic 320GB device.
PMC launched its new ES,500 

I PB 1 i loudspeakers, which the
I company said will give their best performance in medium and large rooms when driven by quality sources and amplification. Advice that should be taken seriously given the speakers' propensity for dynamics and extreme bass that was witnessed during the demonstration.

15. Ideal for medium and large-sized rooms, PMC's
!aker, the PB linewestfloorstanding louds

Conveniently PMC was also simultaneously launching the new Bryston SST2 (SST Squared) series of high-performance audiophile power amplifiers and was powering the new speakers with £4,000 and 2x300 watts' worth of 4B SST2, which seemed able to deliver the appropriate muscle and grip.
This year's Show, in the newly rejuvenated Bristol town centre, was an enjoyable and heart-warming experience. Enjoyable because hi-fi was not overwhelmed by other types of product. And it was heart-warming because there was no mention anywhere of the credit crunch. Visitor numbers were, I suspect, a little down on previous years, but not so dramatically that you'd be concerned. And all the conversations were about the equipment that the visitors had just heard or seen. Enthusiasm never waned and, in the present economic climate, that can only be to the good. HFC
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DARE

DARE!
The Human LeagueVirgin

"Recruiting female 
vocalists to dance 
on stage was 
given short shrift 
by the overly serious 
music press of 
the day..."

words by Ian Harrison

Classic Assic-
Linn drums. The Korg 770. A Casio VL-1. 

The Yamaha CS-15. Compared to what 
I any bedroom would-be Phil Spector can

do in moments on their laptop in 2009, these 
bulky, tricky studio fixtures of the early 1980s 
may as well be clockwork or steam powered. 
But when used on 1981 's revolutionary pop 
masterpiece Oare, they became engines of 
genius, combining to create one of synth
pop's most enduring and immaculate 
conceptions. Twelve months before its release 
however, the smart money said The Human 
League were finished. Formed in Sheffield in 
1978, with the then-bold intention of making 
pop music electronically, the band released 
two quite severe LPs before creative tensions 
caused the musical side of the band, Ian 
Craig Marsh and Martyn Ware, to jump ship 
to form Heaven 17. The remaining members 
-vocalist Phil Oakey and Philip Adrian 
Wright, whose main role was showing slides 
in live shows - had just weeks to form a new 
Human League and go on tour or get sued 
for £250,000. The way they did it has gone 
down in pop folklore - after hiring synth 
man Ian Burden, Oakey chanced upon 
Suzanne Sulley and Joanne Catherall on the 
dance floor at Sheffield's Crazy Daisy 
nightclub. Within a week both were on tour 
with the group. Recruiting female vocalists to 
dance on stage was given short shrift by the 
overly serious music press of the day, but it 
did at least show the way to Oare.

After demo'ing new song Sound Of The 
Crowd in Sheffield, the group, plus ex-Rezillos 
guitarist Jo Callis, went to producer Martin 
Rushent. The super-talented and diplomatic 
Rushent, whose previous clients had included 
The Stranglers, The Buzzcocks and Shirley 
Bassey, would be crucial to the album's 
success; Oakey would later write; "both the 
record label... and producer were adamant 
that anything that made the record more 
saleable must be included."

Transposing the disciplines and 
conventions of a pop band to completely 
electronic means resulted in songs that 
were hook-filled and whistle-able in the 
best traditions of the charts. They had a 
clear and uncluttered, almost 
mathematical synthetic sound, see the 
second single Love Action (I Believe In 
Love) or the number one Don't You Want 
Me for this meeting of classic and modern.

But if, on the one hand, it was 
commercial, the vision was also forward 
thinking and experimental. The refusal to 
use any 'real' instruments was one aspect 
of this - Rushent has spoken of how 
labour intensive getting all the gear to 
work was - and the other was just how 
bizarre and, yes, funny, a prospect The 
Human League were in the pop milieu of 
1981. Take vocalist and visual focus Oakey. 
A large man with a deep voice, whose 
hobbies included watching Doctor Who 
and riding motorbikes, he would, a full 
year before the advent of Boy George, 
appear on TV wearing lipstick and 
women's high heeled shoes, flicking the 
jumbo-wedge hairdo he'd devised so 
people could go into Woolworths and ask 
for "the record by the guy with the hair 
on one side."

They scored three top ten hits from the 
LP and in 1982 released Love And 
Dancing, which remixed songs from Dare 
for the dance floor. Like its parent LP, it was 
a startlingly prescient piece of work; voices 
drop in and out dub-style, rhythms are 
extended and grooves are accentuated.

For The Human League, the decades 
that followed saw fluctuating success 
and they're now a staple of eighties 
nostalgia tours. But few albums of its 
time have maintained the lustre of Oare, 
an album where the future is still what 
it always promised to be. HFC
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Words by Richard Black

More and more products are arriving 
for review sporting an iPod 
connection of some sort and while

Technology

Apple's aspirational little device is far from 
being the only game in town for portable 
music storage, it is overall (including all the 
variants) the most common. But is it in any 
meaningful sense a hi-fi component, or does 
its performance bear comparison with cheap 
cassette players of yesteryear'

Surprisingly, there is little hard information 
about this from independent sources so, 
having recently bought an iPod Nano 
specifically for testing iPod-compatible 
devices, I thought I'd subject it to the same 
test routine we apply to CD players. An 
important variable with any portable device 
is the format in which music is stored. MP3, 
MC and WMA are all lossy systems in their 
default modes and have their own signature, 
which will be added to that of any player. 
However, that's a known quantity in that any 
compressed file will decode to the same 
bitstream in any player and that bitstream 
then gets converted to audio just as if it had 
originated from a lossless file.

So the only sensible way to test an iPod is 
with uncompressed data. Anyway, if you 
really care about quality you'll store your 
music in that format and put up with having 
a capacity of only a few hundred, rather than 
a few thousand, tunes. With that in mind, it 
was a simple task to copy our standard test 
CD to the iPod and then simply play it back. 
For purely practical reasons it was easier to 
use the headphone output, but the iPod dock 
connector carries the same, analogue, audio. 
(Getting a digital output to feed a DAC out 
of an iPod without guarantee busting 
modifications is only possible with the Wadia 
170i dock, see page 19 for more on this.)

The good news for iPod users is that quality 
is good. In a few areas it shows signs of 
compromise due to operation from small, 

low-voltage batteries in a tiny space, but 
in most respects it would not look shabby 
coming from a CD player costing several 
hundred pounds. Take distortion, for 
instance. Many CD players manage figures 
around 0.001 % worst cast, which means 
that all distortion components are down in 
the noise floor. The iPod Nano didn't quite 
manage that, but at 0.002% midband it 
is very impressive and, as output level 
drops, the distortion vanishes completely 
into noise.

Distortion does rise a little at high 
frequencies, to a shade under 0.01 %, but 
again it soon tails off with level and since 
full-level 20kHz signals don't occur in 
real music it's still arguable that the 
performance is effectively blameless. 
Jitter is another surprise, again very nearly 
vanishing. We'd put a figure of about 
0.2 ns on it, against a measurement limit 
of about 0.12ns and on the whole that 
also qualifies as blameless, especially as 
the character is relatively benign.

One area where performance does lag is 
noise. The maximum output from an iPod 
is well under 1 V and it's very hard 
achieving high signal-to-noise ratios with 
small signals. As a result, noise is about 
?dB higher in level than the best CD 
players can manage - but that's still very 
good. There is a just-detectable amount of 
modulation noise, but probably the 
weakest feature is the digital filter, which 
allows aliasing to occur at between -60dB 
(midband) and -45dB (high treble), just 
enough to cause some slight coarseness 
with some amps and some speakers.

Nevertheless, if the Nano is typical of 
iPod behaviour (and quick checks on 
borrowed machines suggest it is), basic 
technical performance is good enough to 
consider an iPod as a hi-fi source when 
uncompressed files are being played. HFC

______ Now Playing aa 
9 of 13

Just Feel Better 
Santana
All That I Am

3:30 -0:49

iPod: hi-fi or not?

"...if you really care 
about quality you'll 
store your music 
with a capacity of 
only a few hundred, 
rather than a few 
thousand tunes!"
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Music is a reflection of life.
A never-ending dance between your joys 
and sorrows. ups and downs and that all 
consuming can't-live-without-each-other love.
Music is our reality. IN

IMLJ

ADMIRATION OF MUSIC

Nothing added. Nothing subtracted. ■.www.dali.dk

%25e2%2596%25a0.www.dali.dk


Jason Kennedy began working on Hi-Fi Choice two decades ago, eventually rising to the 
position of Editor. He's currently indulging in his passion as a freelance hi-fi writer

Dock-Fi
Can iPods and hi-fi co-exist?

"Fortunately it 
delivers. In fact, 
the sound is in 
the same 
ballpark as a 
three grand MSB 
Platinum Ill 
transport which 
. .1s saying 
something."

The MSB ilink dock

W
hen people out in the real world ask me 
what is the best and most affordable 
way to have easy access to their music 
collection I usually run through the computer 

options, then the hard disk server types and 
eventually end up establishing that, when all is 
said and done, you are hard pressed to beat an 
iPod. I don't own one myself, but I have used them 
and found them to be almost as good at providing 
server type services as they are at delivering music 
on the move. They are not as feature laden as 
systems like the lmerge or Nairn HDX, but they 
do have a great user interface and can't be beaten 
on price, except of course by other MP3 players. 
But Apple products have the advantage over the 
latter because so many docking products are 
made forthem.

They are, however, the antichrist when it comes 
to hi-fi, aren't theyJ Well, yes and no. On the one 
hand, those who have never owned hi-fi separates 
see them as the be-all and end-all of musical 
entertainment, which is not surprising given their 
flexibility, sex appeal and the plethora of sound 
docks on the market. Docks and headphones were 
the biggest selling audio products on the market 
last year. All but one dock simply passes on the 
analogue output of the player rather than 
extracting a digital signal for later conversion. At 
the opposite end of the scale there are some very 
serious docking systems coming onto the market 
that are designed to work with top-notch systems.

Wadia got the ball rolling with the competitively 
priced 170i (£380) that manages to extract a 
purely digital output from a standard iPod, while 
another US digital specialist, MSB, has been 
modifying players to deliver an S/PDIF signal for 
use with its ilink dock. A device that is designed to 
be partnered with its range of high-end DACs (as 
these are priced from £3,200 upwards, the 
company must have a lot of faith in the world's 
favourite personal stereo). The ilink itself is quite 
pricey at fl,900, including iPod, so one has a right 

to expect great things of it and, fortunately, 
it delivers. In fact, the sound is in the same 
ballpark as a three grand MSB Platinum Ill 
transport which is saying something. The 
system has the added advantage that you 
can select tracks and play them whilst its in 
your hand, thanks to an RF transmitter that 
plugs into the iPod.

Chord Electronics has licensed ilink 
technology to achieve the same thing with its 
new Indigo dock/DAC/preamp/Bluetooth 
receiver, which is rather more expensive than 
the MSB. As with the ilink, Chord's system 
requires that the iPod be modified in order to 
get a proper digital bitstream out of it, yet 
Wadia's 170i does not. When I asked UK 
Wadia distributor MDC about this they 
explained that Wadia is the only company with 
a licence from Apple to "interrogate the digital 
stream" on the iPod's output.

Putting the same question to Larry Gullman 
at MSB he explained "The Wadia talks to the 
iPod via USB." Going on to say "Receiving the 
signal requires far more processing than can be 
done in a simple RF link. The MSB RF link can 
only be accomplished because we have a 
continuous audio output. That can only be 
acquired by modifying the iPod." Which would 
seem to make the case for the MSB's RF 
transmitter, which is indeed useful, albeit not 
the best possible way to get signal to the dock 
and thence a DAC

I plan to get hold of the 170i and compare it 
with the iLink to see what the sonic difference is 
and whether it adds up to the fiscal one, which 
is clearly not small.

So while the iPod might look like an 
audiophile compromise, it has the potential to 
be quite the opposite, especially if you throw 
some money at it. And, hopefully, there's more 
of that about than the media-at-large would 
have us believe. HFC
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piano lacquer,Blending luxurious

I

Platinum PL300
‘...the effect is nothing short of breathtaking, providing 
some real spine-tingling moments, in a way that you often 
hear in a live music event, but rarely encounter in the 
reproduced article'
Hi-Fi Choice - December 2007

exoticwood veneers, sumptuous leather 
and cutting-edge driver technologies, 
each pair of Platinum speakers is a work 
of art, proving that great performance is 
always by design.

fo) MONITOR AUDIO
S design for sound

Please visit: monitoraudio.co.uk
Telephone: 0800 0352 032

monitoraudio.co.uk


Hi-fi shows worth catching in 2009

"Peter Comeau's 
plan to put the 
much-revered 
Radford STA25 
power amplifier 
back into 
production 
seems about 
to come 
to fruition."

Eclipse's Hideto Watanabe with the 
TD712z Mk II

Like Malcolm Steward, whose report appears 
on page 12, I've just returned from a long 
weekend in Bristol, covering Britain's leading 

annual hi-fi show.
It's actually quite a good event and the fact that 

visitor attendance was impressive, despite these 
financially chaotic times, is very encouraging. 
But it's also a rather parochial affair, perhaps 
because ultimately it's a selling show organised by 
independent dealer group Audio T. And because it 
is now the country's leading event, it also reminds 
one of the slow, but steady decline of British hi-fi 
shows in general.

Several factors including poor facilities and 
political in-fighting between rival organisers have 
contributed, but the result is that Europe's biggest 
hi-fi show now takes place in Munich, under the 
auspices of the German High End Society, usually 
starting the day after Ascension Day (22-24 May).

Munich has now taken over to such an extent that 
there won't even be the traditional September event 
at Heathrow. Instead a two-dayer is scheduled for 
26th/27th September at Whittlebury Hall, a new 
venue near Silverstone.

Now that North West dealer Practical Hi-Fi has 
joined up with Audio Excellence under the Audio 
T banner, I'll be heading to Manchester for the 
weekend l7th/l8th October. But Munich will 
remain the prime European event, for trade, press 
and enthusiasts alike.

Back to Bristol 2009, a few things that Malcolm 
didn't have room for are worth a mention. Such as 
a new Mk2 version of the Eclipse top-of-the-line 
TD712z single-driver speaker, which now has a 
larger 'egg' and a more refined driver.

Members of Tannoy's elegant new Definition
series threesome were making good sounds driven 
by French designed, Far East built Carat electronics. 
The large Dual Concentric drivers have wideband 
tweeters and deep-cryogenically treated crossovers.

Wilson Benesch's updated A.C.T.60 features a 
number of improvements and now incorporates 

super-stiff 'buckyball' nanotubes internally, to 
reinforce the midrange enclosure.

Leema's top-of-the-line Xanda speaker's deep 
and shapely enclosure houses no fewer than six 
drive units and the company's monumentally 
massive Altair-IV monoblocks appeared in more 
than one room.

Acoustic Energy's brand new Radiance 
threesome use a radical dual-radius DXT lens/ 
waveguide around a top quality ring-radiator 
tweeter to control high-frequency dispersion.

Monitor Audio has now added a £4,750 two- 
and-a-half-way floorstanding Platinum 200, to 
bridge the gap between the Platinum 100 
standmount and 300 three-way models.

And Dynaudio is replacing its Audience range 
with a comprehensive collection of Excite 
models, albeit at rather higher prices.

Among the valve gear, Peter Comeau's plan to 
put the classic and much-revered Radford STA25 
power amplifier back into production seems 
about to come to fruition, judging by a prototype 
seen in the Icon Distribution room.

Exposure has taken design elements from its 
upmarket MCX component amplifier in order to 
create a much more realistically priced 3010 
Mk2 combination, plus two mono power amps, 
that will sell for around £2,000.

Renaissance Audio and Rountree Acoustics 
make much better sounding electronics and 
loudspeakers than their respective interests in 
the sales and marketing side of the things. The 
arrival of new kids on the block, Splash Audio as 
distributors will hopefully supply the requisite 
extra expertise and enthusiasm.

Those who believe recessions are necessarily a 
bad thing, should bear in mind that although the 
last 'big one' in 1973 killed a number of 
companies, it also saw the birth of several more 
- Linn, Nairn, Rega, Meridian and Arcam, to 
name but a handful. What was that about 
clouds and silver linings7 HFC
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A WINNER AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
ESPECIALLY AS ITS PRICE TAG IS MUCH LOWER 

THAN MANY ‘HIGH END’ COMPETITORS"
HI Fl CRITIC / APRIL ‘07 / MARTIN COLLOMS / REF 3

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE 3 VACUUM TUBE PRE AMPLIFIER

SOLID, FAST AND ROBUST
YET TRANSPARENT AND DELICATE

ONE COULD WANT FOR NOTHING MORE
Hl Fl NEWS / OCT ‘08 / KEN KESSLER / VS115

AUDIO RESEARCH VS115 VACUUM TUBE AMPLIFIER

“YOU COULD LIVE VERY HAPPILY EVER - 
AFTER WITH A CD PLAYER OF CD 5’S CALIBER. 
IT DOESN'T GET MUCH BETTER THAN THIS” Hl Fl CHOICE / NOV ‘08 / JIMMY HUGHES / CD5

AUDIO RESEARCH CD 5 CD PLAYER

For Audio Research, the knowledge gained through the design process of their Reference series components must benefit every model in their range. Phono 
stages and digital sources, pre-amplifiers, power amps - Audio Research believes, like Formula 1 car designers, that benefits gained at the cutting edge should 
be shared.

While the existing Reference 3 pre-amplifier and the REF110, REF210 and REF610t power amplifiers reign supreme for 2009, a host of new, highly-affordable 
models will deliver a taste of "REF" sonics to a wider audience. For the best value in high performance pre-amplifiers, the fully-featured and supremely 
functional SP17, with or without phono stage, is a dream match for the VS115 stereo power amplifier.

For Absolute Sounds, the VS115 is one of the most astonishing entry-level Audio Research power amps ever introduced. Its technology has now inspired a new 
'baby' stereo power amp, the VS60, and for those who prefer a one-box solution, the VSi60 integrated amplifier. Both the VS60 and the amplifier section of the 
VSi60 have new input stages and more robust valves to sound better and last longer. Like their larger siblings, both use classic 6550 output tubes.

For analogue supporters, the all-tube Ref PH7 phono stage is probably the best phono section available. Audio Research still believes in CD, too: not one but 
three new digital products have joined the family. So commanding was the CD3 Mk II that replacing it required something monumental: enter the CD5 
Player/Transport, with balanced and single-ended inputs and outputs. At Reference level, the CD7 has led to the magnificent REF COB, with new valve line-up, 
superior chipset and user-dimmable display. And the stand-alone DAC7 digital processor delivers conversion magic to stand-alone transports as well as 
computers: it offers a front panel USB input.

An Audio Research tradition: The bloodline strengthens.

For details of the full range and your nearest dealer, contact AbsoluteSounds.

absolute sounds ltd -
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW - = -

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 - — — — -
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com — —

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com


Alvin
Alvin Gold began writing about hi-fi more than 25 years ago and has since become one 
of the most internationally renowned reviewers in the field

Pioneering
How safe is the future of high-fidelity in the hands of the market leaders

"The future that 
Pioneer has 
mapped out 
concentrates on 
ear electronics, 
an expansion 
of its nascent 
two-channel 
range and other 
niche activities."

Taking stock of the credit crunch

A
 recent announcement from Pioneer, 
blames the current economic crisis for 
forcing the company to make a number 
of radical decisions. The dreaded words 

'restructuring' and 'streamline' make an 
appearance in a release that announces the 
end of Pioneer's plasma display production. 
The future that Pioneer has mapped out 
concentrates on car electronics, an expansion 
of it's nascent two-channel range, more activity 
on the home cinema front and other niche 
activities. Down sizing will amount to 30% of 
current production levels, with a loss of 6,000 
employees and 400 temporary staff. This is 
painful even to write about, especially given 
that Pioneer has long been one of the most 
inventive of all Japanese producers.

The first time I visited Pioneer on their home 
turf in Japan, in the mid-90s, it was to hear 
that the company had mapped out the future 
and it was to be optical. All kinds of optical 
discs were promised and demonstrated, 
including what would eventually become the 
recordable DVD, which I believe was the first 
time it had been shown to the outside world.

At the time, Pioneer was the big cheese in 
LaserDisc (players and discs) and, believe it or 
not, is only now about to have the plug finally 
pulled on a market that has long disappeared. 
I recall that there was considerable excitement 
within the Pioneer organisation at the time of 
the visit and the sense that the company really 
knew which way the market was going, as well 
as confidence about its market position. And 
let's not forget that Pioneer was also a force to 
be reckoned with in high-fidelity components, 
especially CD players and cassette decks.

They also pioneered (sorry) the development 
of the high-definition, double-data rate version 
of DAT, which in its day was highly influential 
and helped seed the market for HD versions of 
compact disc. Other developments unveiled on 

that single visit included OLED (Organic 
Light Emitting Diode displays). acoustic 
standing wave cancellation technology, 
Legato Link filters and the use of iLink data 
transmission (since then we have been 
saddled with HDMI, which is a disaster for 
audio use due to jitter problems), along with 
the Pioneer Stable Platter mechanism.

There can be no denying that the company 
will be slimmed down and diminished in 
every respect. It is not only plasma TV that 
has hit the buffers. In a way this was 
inevitable. In a story that has remained 
consistent over the years, Pioneer have come 
up with brilliant ideas and products, but the 
company just wasn't big enough to enjoy 
the benefits of scale that would have kept 
their prices in check. Let's hope that 
Panasonic, a much bigger operation, will do 
better with plasma, but they are probably 
two product generations behind. Pioneer is 
also pulling out of LCD TV production and 
it is some time since the company stopped 
being a source of turnkey production 
hardware for CD manufacturing.

It will continue with audio hardware 
production. What this means, in practice, 
is not very clear, as it's been quite a long 
time since the company was a force to be 
reckoned with. But Pioneer is hardly alone 
in this. Over recent years we have seen 
major names divesting themselves of much 
of their interest in component high-fidelity. 
Sansui and Kenwood did so quite a few 
years ago and Panasonic did so more 
recently, while Sony looks decidedly sickly 
on that front. Meanwhile, Panasonic is 
apparently instructing its employees to buy 
£ l ,OOO's worth of branded Panasonic 
products. I can only imagine how this 
suggestion would be received at a shop 
stewards meeting in this country! HFC
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Family Portrait

The Ayre 5-series has been created to provide 
a lifetime of excitement and discovery.

Combining stunning realism with exceptional 
clarity, the 5-series offers a dynamic high 
resolution presentation that draws you in to 
your favourite music as never before.

Ayre's bold unique design approach ensures 
superlative levels of performance. The 5 series 
employs Ayre's exclusive fully balanced, zero 
feedback circuitry, with special emphasis 
lavished on the power supply.

Every design detail is focused on a 
single aim, unprecedented musical delight.

o symmetry
t: 01727 865488
e: info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
w: www.symmetry-systems.co.uk

mailto:info@symmetry-systems.co.uk
http://www.symmetry-systems.co.uk
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COMPETITION

An Arcam CD37 SACD player worth £1,100~1
Arcam is one of the foremost names in hi-fi separates and its CD players have always been considered class acts. The CD37 consolidated 
that position when it was awarded a Best Buy badge in HFC 318, having taken on the strongest contenders in the market place between 
£900 and £2,350. The CD37's power supply uses two separate toroidal transformers and makes extensive use of damping, both 
mechanical and electromagnetic. As a result, the sound from this CD/SACD player is extremely satisfying indeed. So much so, that we 
also awarded it five stars for both sound and value. But don't just take our word for it, find out for yourself by winning one in this 
month's superb Arcam competition. Good luck I

QUESTION:
What kind of transformers does the Arcam CD37 have?
A Torrential B Toledo C Toroidal

HOW TO ENTER:
If you know the answer, text Arcam A, B or to 87474 or visit www.futurecomps.eo.uk/ arcamcd and follow the 
instructions, leaving your selected choice and details where prompted:
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To enter the Arcam CD37 competition, you can either (a) text your answer to 87474 at any time between April 2, 2009 and April 29, 2009, or (b) enteronline at ^w.futurerompseouk/arcamcd with your entry being received between April 2, 2009 and April 29, 2009 , |
By sending your entry you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to receive details of future offers and promotions from Future Publishing Limited and carefully selected third parties. If you do not want to receive information elating to future |
offers and promotions, please include the word STOP at the end of your text message or at the end of your postal entry. Texts will be charged at El.DO plus your standard network tariff rate .

By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at www.futurenetcom/futureonline/competitionrules.asp . Laie or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if 
relevani) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency oi similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company reservess the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash i.
or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households. By entering a Competition you give permission r
to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely you .own 
work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the dosing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional 
upon you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize .

http://www.futurecomps.eo.uk/
http://www.futurenetcom/futureonline/competitionrules.asp
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Jean-Efflam i Bavouzet 
a__

BIC RUNGA
Drive
SPV
www. dramático. com

****
**** CLAUDE DEBUSSY

Complete Works For Piano Vol 3
Jean-Efflam Bavouzet (piano)
Chandos www.chandos.net

Music 
Sound

*****

Music This re-release was originally the New Zealand singer
songwriter's self-assured debut album some years ago and all the 

ingredients of future stardom are there - the yearning vocals and 

arrangements, the tough but tender lyrics and the deceptively 

simple melodies. The pulsing, feedback-tinged verses of Heal even 

showed she was capable of swapping acoustic for a hint of rock 
threat when necessary. A minor classic of the late 1990s.

Sound An atmospheric, self-produced gem that's loaded with low- I 
level information and realistic dynamics - play loud and wallow in 

the subtle audio detail and clarity. Listenable on even a cheap 

system, this really blossoms on a real hi-fi. PS. .............  I

Music: Volume three of an ongoing series is a delicious mix of 
early and mid-period Debussy and, although no more profound 

than the Tchaikovsky that appears to have been the main 

inspiration, these are attractive works which are harmonically 

intriguing and also have a uniquely quirky charm. They will also be 

familiar in most cases - Clair De Lune (from Suite Bergamasque) 

and Children's Corner, in particular.

Sound: This is an unusually fine sounding disc. The piano is 
recorded with a bell-like purity, without sounding excessively close 

and this suits the music particularly well, as does the clean, 

percussive sound which is matched by the playing. AG

STARSAILOR
All The Plans
Virgin 
www.virginrecords.com

Music 
Sound

***
***

Music: If we are witnessing the death of 'landfill indie', nobody 

seems to have told Starsailor. Instead of going down with the 

doomed genre they helped to create, they've chosen this moment 

to rise up phoenix-like and deliver their most potent set since their 

debut eight years ago. Clanging rockers, surging epics and 

yearning ballads are testament to their new-found diversity. 

Combined with a recent maturity to singer James Walsh's 

songwriting, it all adds up to an unexpectedly vigorous return. 

Sound: Clean and uncluttered without sounding over-polished, the 
dynamics are cleverly varied, ranging from the intimate to the 

widescreen to suit each song. NW

U2
No Line On The Horizon
Universal/Island
www.u2.com

Music 
Sound

*****
*****

Music: Five years in the making, straddling three continents and 
involving three producers, U2's new album is nothing short of a 

masterpiece. Nirvanic guitars, strings and horns chime with Bono's 

greatest vocalese as Mullen plays percussion instead of the 

pounding drums of old. Dreamy, multi-layered, textured and as 

good as the interplay of the Grateful Dead in 1969, Brian Eno, 

Daniel Lanois and Steve Lillywhite have produced a completely new 

form of psychedelia. Yes this is U2's Sgt Pepper and their most 
important release since The Joshua Tree.

Sound: With huge dynamics and a width and depth in a way that 

only Eno can attain, this one will be a hi-fi staple for years. MP
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PJ HA^CT & JOHN PARRISH
A Woman A Man Walked By 
I sland

Music
Sound

****
****

www.islondrecords.co.uk

MARIANNE FAITHFULL
Easy Come, Easy GoDramático
www.dromotico.com

Music
Sound

****
***

Music: You don't expect easy listening from Polly Harvey, but even by her standards, her first collaboration in a dozen years with longtime colleague Parish is a 'difficult' record. The opener, Block 

Hearted Love, a gloriously surging mainstream rocker, is a deliberately misleading tease; thereafter the guitars get more abrasive, the rhythms increasingly fractured and the vocals more challenging and experimental. True to form though, after repeated plays a jagged fascination dramatically imposes itself through the strangeness.
Sound: At times lushly layered and at others transparently simple, in either mode every instrument, voice and texture is given sharp, almost brittle definition. NW

Music: For her 22nd album, Marianne Faithfull has produced a double set of torch songs old and new, with more than a hint of world-weariness and bruised individuality. Joined by such artists as Nick Cave, Cat Power, Jarvis Cocker, Antony Hegarty, Rufus Wainwright, Keith Richards and an orchestra, this album is as enticing a mix of interpretations as she has put together since
l 987's Strange Weather. Sound: Most of the tracks were cut 'live' in NYC's Sear Sound studio and producer Hal Willner has contrived an arrestingly intimate sound, with Faithfull's vocals very much to the fore front and lots of space for extraneous audio details. DO

BEETHOVEN DIABELLI VARIATIONS
BACH PARTITA NO.4

STEPHEN KOVACEVICH

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
Diabelli Variations
Stephen Kovacevich (piano) 
Onyx Classics www.onyxclossics.com

Music 
Sound

****
*****

Music This is the second of two Kovacevich recordings of one of Beethoven's mid-period masterpieces. He originally made a l andmark recording of the Diabelli for Philips in the sixties. This one has a more hair-trigger response to dynamics, which has the effect of making the recording sound unusually like the record of a real event, while the playing is unusually idiomatic. Bach's Portito 

No 4 is a slightly strange companion, but it is beautifully played and articulated and strikingly elegant as a performance.
Sound: One of two superb piano recordings this month and although the other (the Debussy) is sonically superior overall, the margin is small. This one still more than earns its five stars. AC

Music 
Sound

*****
*****BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN

Working On A Dream
Columbia
www.columbiorecords.com

Music He may be celebrating 60 this year, but you wouldn't know it from Springsteen's latest album. It may not have the brio of a 
Born To Run, but it's still a powerfully optimistic Springsteen and 
E Street Band record, brim-full of big chords and bigger dreams. 
What Love Con Do is a late period classic and there's even room for an atypical touch of self-aware humour on tracks such as Queen Of 

The Supermarket.

I Sound: The production is slick, but not overly so, with enough polish to ensure it will fit in well on daytime radio. But it is, perhaps, a little too bright and brittle to really satisfy on the home hi-fi as well as it might DO
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6 & 12 String Guitar Takoma/Classic Records 200g 
www.classicrecords.com

LEO KOTTKE emuEXZZX1

1 Made in 1971, this is one of the finest 
examples of acoustic guitar ever put on vinyl, 
Kottke's playing is both incredible, beautiful and 
engrossing. Because he thought he had a "voice like 
a bullfrog" Kottke didn't sing, he let his fingers do 
the talking and the spirit that they convey is often 
uplifting, never straightforward and always 
inspiring.• This Clarity SV-Pll transparent vinyl 
pressing has a significantly smoother and cleaner 
sound, which in tum means more detail and less

THE SUPREMES
hollanddoMhoiland
YOU KtkP Mt HANGIN ON ■ LOVt tS HEW ANO NOW YOUW GONtanO 10 OTESifS

TIM HUGH 
Hands On Heart Nairn
CD (and DVD-R) 
www.thenaimlabel.com
Music: As Naim's answer to Reference Records' HRx format, these hi-res data files in WAV form are supplied on a DVD data disc, along with a CD of the same material. Tim Hugh is the principal cellist with the LSO and he has an enviable CV which includes workingwith most of the top contemporary conductors. For this live set at the Wigmore Hall he was joined by pianist Olga Sitkovetsky and between them they deliver striking interpretations of work by eight composers across 11 pieces.
Sound: This hi-def disc is a 24-bit/88.2kHz affair which fits with the 95khz limit ofthe HDX and produces a very real, strong and natural sound. A solid-state alternative to valve-like HRx. JK

Music
Sound

GUSTAV MAHLER
Symphony No2Valery Gergiev (cond), LSO
SACD (stereo/ multichannel hybrid disc) 
www.lso.co.uk
Music: Characteristically for Gergiev, the outer movements are painted in bold and sometimes lurid colours, with tempi that are often too fast for no apparent reason except, perhaps, to excite. The relieving effect of the 
Andante is beautifully realised, however, and the fina I movement is a tour de force,especially when judged by the singing and the unusually powerful crescendi.
Sound: The recording is superb throughout, with the benefit of excellent multichannelDSD and an unaccustomed warmth of sound from the sometimes 'shut-in' acoustic ofthe Barbican. Overall an interesting, but ultimately not an entirely convincing account of a true masterpiece. AG

Music I

Sing Holland/Dozier/HollandMotown/Speakers Corner 180g
www.speakerscorner.de

souna i

This 1967 outing from the most successful 
girl group of the sixties is pretty well the Iasi great 
album that tncy made. With the songwriting of 
Motown's perfectionist H I.) H trio you are

Music

guaranteed quality - that of Supremes' hits and 
of tunes made famous by label, Ultradisc II gold- 
plated mates.

The recording is very distinctive with slightly
soft bass and thin midrange, but a high degree of 
polish. If you've only ever heard this stuff on the radio 
then you're in for a pleasant surprise. JK

Music
Sound

FRANK SINATRA
Sings For Only The Lonely
MFSL/Capitol
CD (Ultradisc II gold-plated) 
www.mofi.com
Music: This selection of unremittingly melancholy ballads is a long way from the louche Vegas rat pack entertainer of legend (it wouldn't have cut it at The Sands), but it was apparently Sinatra's favourite album. Certainly he's in fine voice throughout: his unique honeyed tenor wrapping itself aroundlachrymose versions of Only The Lonely, Blues In The Night and Willow Weep For Me. Less songs for swinging lovers as songs for moping melancholics, it's one to listen to alone, at night, preferably when it's raining outside.
Sound: Remastered from the original using MFSL's half-speed technique, the balance between voice and strings is well-nigh perfect. DO

Music
Sound

★ ★★
★ ★★★★

28 HI-FI CHOICE | may 2009

http://www.classicrecords.com
http://www.thenaimlabel.com
http://www.lso.co.uk
http://www.speakerscorner.de
http://www.mofi.com


Utopia Ill

.unquestionably one of the 
great high-end stand-mount 
speakers available today.

...pure musical involvement and 
enjoyment ..

...at its price, it is a bit of a steal."

Diablo review, Hifi+ magazine

the Spirit of Sound

For more information on 
the Utopia III range, 
please contact Focal UK, 
or any of our select 
Utopia dealers.

Blade Audio, Farnham, Surrey.
The Audio Works, Cheadle, Cheshire.
Coherent Systems, nr.Tewkesbury, Worcs.
Infidelity, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey .
Loud and Clear, Edinburgh.
Rayleigh Hifi, Rayleigh, Essex.

01252 737374 ** 
0161 428 7887 
01684 593085 
020 8943 3530 
0131 555 3963 
01268 779762

**Grande dealer

Focal UK 0845 660 2680 info@focal-uk.com www.focal-utopia.co.uk

mailto:info@focal-uk.com
http://www.focal-utopia.co.uk


audioemotion
www.audioemotion.co.uk

e info@audioemotion.co.uk
t 01333 425 999

Music is our Passion

> Loudspeakers
> Amplification
> Digital
> Analogue
> Cables
> System Infrastructure
> Accessories
> Pre Owned

'Titi impressed by the way Vertex AQ 
adopts a holistic system-orientated 
approach, underpinned by a consistency 
of philosophy and methodology. But the 
bottom line is that this stuff really works."

Paul Messenger, HiFi+ issue 29

“Once the Vertex AQ kit is in place, there's 
no going back, which means in some 
respects it is as fundamental to the sound of 
the system as the system itself. Oh my!"

Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi-»- issue 48

"The Vertex components are far from cheap 
but in purely performance terms they represent 
a bargain, both as upgrades and in releasing 
the performance potential in the equipment 
you have already paid for. At no point in the 
(review) process did the cost of the upgrade 
seem expensive given the musical results. ”

Roy Gregory, HiFi+ issue 54

Allow us to show you why Vertex 
should form the basis of your 
system infrastructure with our 
no-obligation Vertex AQ home 
demonstration program.
Please visit our website for a video 
interview with Vertex designer, 
Steve E Ifo rd.

> Please ask 
unbeatable 
programme.

about our 
part-exchange

PEACE OF MIND CHARTER
• 5 year first owner warranty on all new and 

pre-owned equipment*
• 14 day no quibble exchange plan
• ‘Industry best’ part exchange prices
• Free room optimisation consultation using 

our proprietary software
• Finance available on all products
* terms & conditions apply

http://www.audioemotion.co.uk
mailto:info@audioemotion.co.uk


The way forward?
Interesting to see that PS Audio is making a 
CD player that rips the contents of each disc 
to a hard drive prior to playback (CES Show 
Report, HFC 317). Even more interesting to 
hear that it can do this with the hi-res WAV 
files on a Reference Records H Rx disc, which 
are mentioned later on in the same issue. 
Those files are designed to be played back 
from an 'audiophile' PC, but putting one 
of those together does not seem that 
straightforward. As far as I know, the PS 
Audio PerfectWave is the only hi-fi oriented 
product that will rip big WAV files which 

makes it a tempting proposition even at the 
high asking price of E4,000.

Computer audio buffs clearly think that you 
can produce equally good results for a tenth 
of the price, but one wonders whether there's 
something that they are not telling us or that 
the systems they are listening through aren't 
giving them the big picture. Sure, you can get 
pretty good sound with a decent soundcard 
on an average computer, but the PC itself is 
usually too noisy to have in the same room as 
a system. But its encouraging to read that the 
PC has the potential to be a high-fidelity 
source if you throw enough money at it This

"...the PC is too noisy 
to have in the same 
room as a system."

may not be good news for CD player makers, 
but it means that components further along 
the chain such as DACs, amps and speakers 
will remain in demand from those wishing 
to hear what can be done with bit rates 
above 192kbps.

Barry Tremaine via email

HFC The PS Audio PerfectWave is indeed a Below: PS Audio's PerfectWave
fascinating, if expensive proposition. 
Hopefully, this technology will trickle down 
into more affordable products in the not 
too distant future. It's not the sort of thing 
that's likely to sway the computer audio 
enthusiasts from their course, but it could 
open up the high-end to high-resolution 
downloads which, so far, remain difficult to 
take full advantage of.

Swedish guru
The second appearance in Hi-Fi Choice of the 
Guru QMlO standmount speaker in recent 
months, this time in the Ultimate Croup S

LETTER OF THE MONTH
■■MM

Mr. FAST
Please lets see more tests in it (Hi-Fi 
Choice) plus 20 more pages in it, not 
180 pages, 200 pages or more. Plus lots 
more test reports (and) less ads. Lots of 
your (Future Publishing) magazines T3, 
Home Cinema Choice, What Satellite, 
What Plasma & LCD TV all need 
revamping. Far too many ads in lots more 
tests in now, you will sell lot more mags. 
Home Cinema Choice: tons of ads very 
little tests. All mags need revamping now 
at high prices. Also lets see packs of three 
magazines in WH Smith's at a low prices, 
li ke Hi-Fi Choice, Home Cinema Choice,

What Plasma & LCD, even last months 
copies. Thanks.

(name unclear and no address supplied)

HFC Thanks for your letter mystery 
writer, it has been a while. Over the years 
your comments have been much 
appreciated and I think our publisher 
would wholeheartedly agree with some 
of the points you sort-of make. Especially 
selling more copies if HFC had more 
pages. We'd very much like to give you 
your Letter of the month prize (see 
opposite) but you've omitted your name 
and address. Do get in touch (again)!

LOUDSPEAKERS: 
A VISUAL 
HISTORY 
A1 POSTER

w * II 5 @ Ù

B B 4 *■•
5 ■ O ■ <• H * u U
► A U _ •

Letter of the month winners will recieve 
a limited edition (100) Al loudspeaker 
history print, by a former HFC staffer. With 
photographic images of products from 1874 
to the present day, this is one audiofile 
collectible you can't afford to miss. So drop 
us a line now:
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^Choice MaiO Readers' letters

CJ Test (HFC 317), where it came out with 
a Best Buy badge makes me wonder about 
the difference in approach between this 
company and most other speaker brands. 
Of all the speakers in the group, the Guru has 
the smallest drive units and the most unusual 
shape and yet, if Paul Messenger is to be 
believed, it is one of the most "musically 
engrossing" models of the lot. He obviously 
preferred the thrill power of the Triangle and 
the consistency of the Spendor, but he's 
always had a thing about Spendors.

It's hard to see what it is about the Guru 
that makes it so entertaining, but I guess 
that like books you cannot assess hi-fi 
components on their looks alone, 
although such things do seem to sway 
some reviewers.

Brian Gorland via email

HFC You're not wrong. What a loudspeaker 
looks like is no real indication as to what 
it sounds like. In fact, looks can give you a 
completely false impression of a speaker's 
likely sound, a fact that gives small 
speakers a psychological advantage. They 
look small, so you are impressed when 
they create a big sound - a situation that 
has sold an awful lot of Bose Acoustimass 
systems over the years. This is why we 
prefer to blind test loudspeakers, this way 
the listener's opinion is not swayed by 
expectations good or bad.

Lucky man
Just writing to say a sincere thank you for 
the terrific PMC FBI i loudspeakers that I 
won in your January issue (HFC 315).

"...mags like Hand Stuff claim to review hifi, 
but appear to know nothing about the subject."

We collected them from Adventures in 
Hi-Fi in Chester on Saturday. I have to say 
that Rob was a real gent, we got chatting 
for quite some time over our musical tastes; 
he had trouble getting shot of us in the 
end. The FBI i speakers need a bit of driving, 
he gave us a quick listen to the Nairn XS 
and Linn Majik-I amps he had in store.
I followed this up yesterday with a longer 
listening session at Moorgate Acoustics in 
Sheffield, which is closer to me.

Anyway, it's all been exciting stuff. If the 
minimum running-in time is 15 hours, then 
between Saturday evening and bedtime on 
Sunday that was easily accomplished. Will 
now try to readjust to some normality - 
whilst ruminating on the amp upgrade - so 
it's off to Manchester today for some record 
shop rummaging.

David via email

HFC We're glad that you are thrilled by 
your win David, you did indeed drop lucky 
there. While the first fifteen hours lets the 
speaker bed in a bit, you will find that the 
FBl i will continue to improve over several 
months, unless you play it at punishing 
levels 24/7, in which case it will get there 
a bit quicker.

They do like a bit of power as you have 
ascertained and you could do worse than 
try the Bryston amplification that PMC 
distributes in the UK.

Gadget shmadget
What is it with these gadget mags like T3 
and Stuff? - they claim to review hi-fi, but 
appear to know nothing about the subject. 
Their assessments seems to be entirely 
based on what a component looks like and 
which features it has; I can figure that out 
for myself. I don't expect them to make 
definitive statements on the best CD player 
at a £ 1,000, but you'd have thought that 
they could give some idea of the character 
and balance of components. In future I will 
stick to the experts at Hi-Fi Choice, they 
may not be so young and pretty, but they 
know what sounds good.

Terry Eamons via email

HFC While we appreciate your enthusiasm 
for our thoroughness, it's a little unfair 
to criticise gadget mags for a lack of 
expertise in our field. They are essentially 
there to highlight the latest shiny gadget 
and while they do run reviews of hi-fi kit 
their grasp of the subject is never going 
to be as good as that of an enthusiast 
like yourself, let alone professional 
hi-fi reviewers.

Collection connection
I occasionally come across references to 
Hi-Fi Choice's The Collection in your pages, 
but haven't actually seen a magazine of this 
title. Is this something that you produced in 
the distant past, but is now no more or did I 
miss it on the news stand' I can't see it on 
your back issues page.

Trevor Jenkins via email

HFC The Collection is our annual 
round-up of all things high-end, the 
place where we take the opportunity to 
checkout just how good megabucks hi-fi 
is. It contains 148 pages of in-depth tests 
and sumptuous photography of some 
truly spectacular kit, including the likes 
of Classe, Esoteric, Gamut, Krell, Marantz, 
Moon, Nairn, Quad, SME and Wharfedale_ 
It's a must-have for anyone who is a 
connoisseur of the audiophile tradition. 
The Collection was published in 
September 2008, and if you missed it 
in the shops then you may be able to 
find a copy by logging on to www. 
myfavouritemagazines.co.uk. But please 
be aware that stocks are very limited.
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Sati 5208 Ultimate Amplifier

Ending the endless search...
Discerning music lovers and 
critical reviewers the world over 
have praised the uniquely natural, 
effortless and tangible musical 
illusion created by Harning 
speakers with just a few watts of 
amplifier power.
High efficiency is a major priority in a Herning 
loudspeaker, for it allows us to fully exploit the 
superior sound quality of today's low-powered, 
single-ended valve amplification.

They are three-way but musically coherent, true 
full-range emotional communicators. The Aristoteles 
uses two pairs, the Eufrodite four pairs, of isobarically 
loaded 8" woofers per cabinet for a fast, tight bass. 
Definitely no need for subwoofers.

Uncanny natural musical reproduction is the result 
of 25 years of intensive research into the acoustic 
properties of horn speakers. This groundbreaking 
research led to the creation of transducers with 
unique, true to life dynamics, unsurpassed tonality 
and 3D soundstaging, allowing the music to live and 
breathe in your room like never before.

Tommy Herning with his world patented H.D.A.Q.C.S. 
(Herning Double Asymmetric Quarter Wave Cabinet 
enclosure System), where every driver has its own, 
tailor-made, rear-loading chamber that ultimately 
feeds in to a shared hyperbolic horn output with port, 
has rewritten the rules. Unnatural colourations of 
any description become a thing of the past...He also 
believes in stiff drivers with big magnets and short 
throws. In other words, speed. With speed comes 
transparency and immediacy. Any type of music is 
reproduced faithfully at lower or higher volumes with 
both micro and macro dynamic contrasts intact. 
And all this comes with no drawbacks or penalties 
whatsoever.

Herning loudspeakers really have to be heard to 
be believed!

A Turntable, a Phonostage, an Integrated Amplifier, a 
CD Transport & DAC, designed to compete with the 
world's best, complete the range, which is as unique 
as it is rare in the way it brings music to life.

To find out more contact ' 'i/!:eaL hfl' on 
01257 473 175 or visit www.realhi-fi.com.

Importers/distributors for Shanling, 30 sonics, Musical Laboratory, Hyperion, Duevel, Horning, Supravox, Metaxas, Heart, Bias King.

Tel: 01257 473 175 • info@realhi-fi.com • www.realhi-fi.com
To find your nearest ‘'i/i!eat hifl' Dealer visit ^^w.realhi-fi.com or call us today.

http://www.realhi-fi.com
mailto:info@realhi-fi.com
http://www.realhi-fi.com
fi.com


audioemotion
www.audioemotion.co.uk

e info@audioemotion.co.uk
t 01333 425 999

Music is our Passion

> Loudspeakers
> Amplification
> Digital
> Analogue
> Cables
> System Infrastructure
> Accessories
> Pre Owned

“The Luxman M800A excelled 
at portraying glossy tonal 
shadings... M800A’s sound 
of prowess amidst delicacy, 
speed amidst exuberance that 
is rare in any price class... ”
Luxman M-800A power amplifier 
Constantine Soo, Dagogo Review, 2008

LUXMAN

“Usher's Dancer CP-8571 
is a wonderfully capable 
speaker... top-tier performance 
at not too-outlandish a price. ”

Chris Martens, The Absolute
Sound Magazine

S S S S S"""“* 
u^ntn

"... together, the three pieces 
demonstrate finesse and 
delicacy on a par with some 
of my favourite valve amps..."

Ken Kessler, HiFi News, February 09 
Highly Commended Award

Qestek

1) Voted Power Amp of the 
Year - The Absolute Sound. USA

2) Grand Prix 2007 
(equivalent to Power Amp of 
the Year) for Reference 9
V2 - HIVi, Japan

“The Rienzi is like a chameleon; 
it works great with anything and 
blends smoothly into any system. ”
The Rienzi in Tone Audio
2008 - Review by Jeff Dorgay

verity

In June 2008, Stereoplay 
magazine carried out an 
extensive group test of 10 
loudspeaker manufacturers 

* including Focal, Kef, Jarno and 
T+A. agreed the clear winner
was Audio Physic.Wdb MUUIU mtiy^iu.

Wr r [avdioptw]

“If I were in the market for 
an integrated amplifier at or 
near the V-10's asking price, 
there would be nothing else 
on the shortlist. ”
Ken Kessler. HiFi News.

T+Ä

“The fantastic Argon2 
Anniversary speakers from 
Amphion get the award of 
‘Best Buy’ from me. ”
HiFi For All, Denmark

> Please ask about our 
unbeatable part-exchange 
programme.

PEACE OF MIND CHARTER
• 5 year first owner warranty on all new and 

pre-owned equipment*
• 14 day no quibble exchange plan
• Industry best’ part exchange prices
• Free room optimisation consultation using 

our proprietary software
• Finance available on all products
* terms & conditions apply

http://www.audioemotion.co.uk
mailto:info@audioemotion.co.uk


recommend yoi

Our overall conclusion

The things we like most 
about the product

Star ratings for various 
different criteria, like 
sound quality and value 
for money

The things we think 
could be better

HIFI 
< magazine

HI Fl HOICE 
\ magazine /

Turn the page far the mast 
rigorous tests at serious 
hi-fi in the business...

The product's final 
score. All criteria are 
taken into account 
but the emphasis 
is on performance. 
Components scoring 
more than four stars 
may qualify for an 
HFC Award Badge

A component 
receiving the coveted 
Hi-Fi Choice Best 
Buy Badge has been 
judged to deliver 
excellent performance 
at its price point, 
thereby offering 
outstanding value 
for money.
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Udre irnb wiimvraranurs ¿800 player, thè 
17 Mkll M, which has excellent build and 
■ e a very good impression in HFC 243. At 
xime price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 
ng all-rounder in a compact cacase. 
'ter trying the Heart with the standard 

s we switched over to the Siemens 
jrade, a comparison somewhat muddied by 

>e fact that it was a cold for hot swap - the 
days With the

'< shone
• rough Tie . 'W: player has an 

• n snappier sound with better timing that 
es with dense material with remarkable 
hdence and ease. It even seems to be

This Badge is 
awarded only to those 
components that 
are judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performanee, regardless 
of cost. These products 
may be considered 
among the very best 
of their kind.

'. nor an 
,. ewe liked 
point here is 

j to the job of

itou un rind ........ civilised playere for tn. 
money. But few combine dynamics with fine 
timing skills as effectively as this. HFC

Jason Kenedy

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

ROUND-UP

OUR AWARD BADGES EXPLAINED
EDITOR'S CHOICE

Ed^^s^iceBest Buy

IN-EAR HEADPHONES 
E180-E280

58 Audio-Technica ATH-CK10
58 Denon AH-C751
59 Etymotic ER-4P
59 Sennheiser IE8

Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitivi 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high-performance hi-fi in the world.

36 Eclipse TD510 loudspeaker
40 Plinius 9100 amplifier
44 Arcam T32 DAB/FM tuner
46 T+A Music Player hard-disk 

player and Power Plant amp
50 Lumley Heliosphere 

turntable
54 Shanling MC3000 one-box 

hi-fi system

63 AudioPro Avanti A.IO
65 DALI Lektor 2
67 Focal Chorus 706V
69 Infinity Classica C205
71 Rega RSI
73 Tannoy Revolution DC4

ULTIMATE CROUP TEST
LOUDSPEAKERS E300-E400

VERDICT
SOUND n n»

Good build and open, lively 
sound from a valve DAC with

FEATURES
★ ★★★

plenty of inputs. Transact is 
also great value for money.
U CON
DAC doesn't engage as well as 
the transport with loss of , 
weight and power through the 
bass unless you prizAne 
quality. Cables cost extra and 
competition from single 
chassis designs won't help.

BUILD
★ ★★★

VALUE
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Eclipse TD510 loudspeaker [Review]

Egg-clipse
Time Domain accuracy is the obsession behind this stylish speaker

PRODUCT Eclipse TD510

TYPE Loudspeaker (floorstander with 06 stand)

PRICE £1,800 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 24x36x34.5cm
O Weight: 9.3kg O Drivers: lOOmm solitarywide- 
bandwidth unit Q Sensitivity: 83dB Q Impedance:
6 ohms Q Hidden integral rear ports O Moulded 
egg-shaped enclosure Q Colours: black, white or silver

CONTACT e 020 7328 4499 ® www.eclipse-td.com

J
apanese brand names might still be 
found on many of the electronics 
components on display in hi-fi shops, 
but Japanese speaker brands are virtually 

unknown over here, which is just one factor 
that makes the Eclipse models, from a 
subsidiary of a large industrial corporation 
called Fujitsu-Ten, very unusual indeed.

The Eclipse speaker company has been 
around for a few years now - we reviewed the 
£4,000 TD712z in 2005 - while the TD510/ 
D6 would seem to be an attempt to retain 
many of the TD712z's best qualities in a much 
l ess costly package. Certainly it looks very 
similar to its senior brother and, with its small 
solitary full-range driver and 'dinosaur egg' 
type enclosure, entirely different from 
everything else on the market.

Somewhat ironically, just as we get to 
review this TD510 'floor' variation, Eclipse has 
announced a new £5,000 per pairTD712z 
MK2 replacement for the original TD712z, 
with extra driver refinements and a rather 
larger 'egg'. However, the TD510, first 
i ntroduced late in 2005 primarily as a 
desktop monitor with a small integrated 
platform stand, continues much as before, but 
now comes complete with the much taller D6 
stand, effectively becoming a floorstander at 
a combined price of El,800 per pair.

The initials TD stand forTime Domain and 
provide the clue that the prime purpose of 
this design is to create a speaker that 
accurately reproduces the timing information 

that many would argue is the very essence of 
musical performance. To this end it uses a 
solitary 'full-range' drive unit (the term is 
used advisedly), covering the whole audio 
band with JUSt a single voice coil and no 
intervening network components. It pretty 

much stands to reason that if the whole of 
the audio signal is fed to a single, solitary 
voice-coil, most of the timing, at least, will 
necessarily be spot on. (The extra bass output 
via the port will undergo a modest phase

"The internal shape disperses reflections 
and avoids standing waves. The outside 
shape somewhat resembles a human head."
shift.) Regular speakers with more than one 

drive unit and phase-shifting crossover 
networks rarely achieve such tight timing.

To operate high into the treble, the solitary 
drive unit must necessarily have a small, light 
diaphragm - it's actually woven glassfibre, 
JUSt 70mm in diameter and has undergone a 
process of steady development and 
refinement. However, even with the help of 
the rearward-firing port, the small driver 
means that the bass output is bound to be 

rather limited. At the same time, physics 
dictates that the top end will tend to 'beam' 
quite strongly once the wavelength being 
reproduced is less than the cone diameter, 
so best results are likely to be found when 
listening fairly close to the main forward axis.

One thing's pretty certain: the enclosure is 
unlikely to make any significant contribution 
to the overall sound, which has got to be a 
major plus. Reminding us of the midrange 

'head' used by Bower & Wilkins in its 
SOO-series, the Eclipse enclosure is an egg
shaped two-piece casting, high pressure 
injection moulded in a mineral loaded, fibre- 
reinforced resin, akin to 'artificial marble'. 
The internal shape disperses reflections and 
avoids standing waves. The outside shape 
somewhat resembles a human head, which 
should assist speech reproduction.

Furthermore, the 'egg' is effectively 
decoupled mechanically from the vibrations 
generated by the drive unit and the drive unit 
itself is mass and, ultimately, stiffness-loaded, 
via a bracket down through the stand.

The D6 itself is a pretty substantial affair, 
combining steel and aluminium and weighing 

nearly 13kg. It has a solitary streamlined 

central pillar and a flat, but thick and heavy 
base with a large footprint founded on five 

rather blunt spikes. The foolproof way of 
achieving even floor contact is a tripod, so 

levelling five spikes accurately and evenly was 
potentially daunting, but in practice proved 
surprisingly easy, though the lock-nut 

arrangement might have been improved.
Although the height of the stand (70cm) 1:
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POSITIONING
This is a tricky one. To achieve the optimum 
positioning of a pair of speakers, one must try 
and balance a number of factors, some 
of which may be mutually exclusive. That's 
particularly true for systems using single full
range drivers, which by their very nature have 
difficulties as you approach the top end of the 
audio band and usually have restricted bass 
weight too.

With most conventional speakers it's usually 
possible to manipulate positioning to some 
degree in order to achieve the most neutral 
perceived tonal balance, but that didn't seem 
to be the case with the TD510. In free space 
there's an obvious lack of upper bass warmth 
and richness, but adding extra bass by close- 
to-wall siting only served to reduce the 
splendid coherence and holographic imaging, 
as well as making the mild lack of top end 'air' 
more obvious. On balance, best results were 
obtained by keeping theTD510swell clear of 
walls and pointed directly towards the listener.

SYSTEM MATCHING
Power handling is quoted at just 20-40 watts, 
so some care needs to be exercised with the 
volume control. The only sensitivity details 
refer to a relatively low efficiency of 83dB 
alongside a "perceived in-room efficiency 
around 87.5dB".

Certainly the broad midband only registers 
around 83dB under our far-field in-room 
regime, but the bass peak and especially the 
upper-mid prominence are up around 88dB.

To put a single figure on it, around 85dB 
seems appropriate, which is still below 
average, but not at all bad considering the 
tiny drive unit and also the very easy amplifier 
load that is not only exceptionally simple, but 
also stays comfortably above six ohms.

□ and head is about the right height to direct 
the driver axis towards normally seated 
listeners, the vertical angle at the head can 
be adjusted via a large bolt

Anticipating - not without reason - that 
the TDSlO was likely to have limited bass 
output, we suggested that Eclipse might like 
to lend us its highly regarded TD725sw 
subwoofer, to try alongside the TD510s_ The 
TD725sw is a very impressive example of a 
high-performance, if costly subwoofer. It 
might be about as ugly as the 'eggs' are

attractive, but it's also one of the best 
subwoofers around, combining twin reaction
force-cancelling, mechanically decoupled 
250mm drivers, with a 500-watt digital 
amplifier, to deliver plenty of fast, deep bass. 
However, as it turned out it didn't match up 
to the TD510s very well in practice for a 
couple of reasons, more of which later.

SOUND QUALITY
It's no great surprise to find considerable 
similarities between this TD510 and the 
TD712z that we tried rather more than three 
years ago_ Comparing the far-field in-room 
averaged responses, this less costly variation 
on the Eclipse theme shows significantly 
more relative treble output than the earlier 
model above 7kHz, but is rather less well 
balanced at the low frequency end of the 
spectrum and less smooth through the upper 
midband too_

In fact, it's possible to describe the overall 
in-room power response as 40Hz-16kHz 
+ /-6dB, which sounds impressive enough 
and suggests a degree of neutrality. 
However, this basic statistic does tend to 
supply a rather optimistic view, whereas the 
variations within those limits are bound to 
introduce some character and coloration.

The real problem with the TD510 is that 
there's too much output at 1-2kHz, a zone 
where human hearing is at its most sensitive. 
The peak here is something like 4dB proud 
of its immediate surroundings, and more like 
6dB above the overall average.
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Eclipse 10510 loudspeaker [Review J

Another obvious (+ ?dB) peak is seen at 
52Hz, this time associated with the port, 
which is tuned to that frequency and further 
exaggerated by its coincidence with a major 
room mode. It was this peak that caused 
problems achieving good integration with 
the Eclipse subwoofer.

The uneven frequency balance inevitably 
distorts the tonal balance, so that neutrality 
is not one of its accomplishments. Happily 
there's much more to this speaker than 
basic neutrality and, in several other 
respects, it turns out to be quite a star.

The combination of magnificent time 
coherence and the effective elimination 
of enclosure distortions results in its own 
impressive believability and realism. Voice 
band coherence is unequalled, with real and 
seductive tangibility, though there is a 
touch of cupped-hands-type 'quack' and 
also some loss of airiness.

There's no trace of boxiness here, so the 
stereo imaging is particularly impressive - 
quite stunning in fact, in the way the 
tightly focused soundstage simply hangs 
in the air. Holographic is a term that tends 
to crop up much too often in the hi-fi press, 
but on this occasion it seems totally 
appropriate to the 3-D imaging this speaker 
pair can supply.

The sound as a whole is quite clean, 
tidy and sweet and the amount of bass 
thump available, even with the speakers

SINGLE DRIVERS

The TD part of this speaker's 
identification stands for Time Domain, 
pointing out that this model's prime 
purpose is to maintain accurate timing, 
something which is guaranteed, at least 
to some extent, by using a single voice
coil and drive unit to cover the whole 
audio band.

It's an approach that many others have 
tried before - Jordan, Bandor, Lowther 
and Rehdeko all immediately spring to 
mind - so Eclipse is by no means the first 
to attempt the trick. Experience suggests 
some compromises are bound to be 
involved, but there's no denying Eclipse 
has approached the task with very 
serious intent, notably creative enclosure 
engineering and not a little success.

However, there's no way of bucking the 
laws of Physics and, although good time
coherence is certainly largely achieved, 
the overall tonal balance is far from flat 
and neutral. Inevitably, perhaps, the 
midband dominates and there's some 
lack of top end transparency and bottom 
end warmth.

"There is no trace of boxiness here, 
so the stereo imaging is particularly 
impressive - quite stunning, in fact."
well out from the wall, came as something 
of a surprise and a very pleasant one at 
that. However, although that upper mid 
exaggeration did project vocal detail very 
effectively, ensuring superior intelligibility 
even at very low levels, it also meant 
that the sound could become rather 
unforgiving and fierce if the volume is 
turned up high.

Close-to-wall siting did help provide 
some extra mid-bass 'fill' and introducing 
the subwoofer certainly added as much 
extra weight and scale as you could desire. 
However, neither of these strategies proved 
wholly satisfactory. Wall reinforcement 
only served to dilute the very special 
imaging qualities and overall coherence 
of these speakers, while boosting the 
bottom end by either means tended to 
make the lack of top end airiness that 
much more obvious. Frankly, in this case 

it seemed best to mount the TDSlO well 
clear of walls and simply put up with their 
tonal balance anomalies. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT
SOUND

****★
EASE OF DRIVE

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

**** ★

a pro
Wonderful coherence with 
voices in particular, ensuring 
superior intelligibility even 
at very low listening Levels 
and a real sense of realism 
and tangibility.

□ CON
Tonal balance anomalies 
include a too-strong upper 
midband and tack of top end 
'air'. Can sound rather fierce 
if volume is turned up.

CONCLUSION
Strikipq iookinq speakers are beautifully made. Sonically, a bit 
of a mixed bag: exceptional voice band coherence and superb 
stereo imaging must be set against tonal balance anomalies 
that include upper mid forwardness and some lack of 'air'.

HI FICHOICE * ★ ★ * ★
OVERALL SCORE
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P li nius is a name you may have heard 
about, but whose kit you may not 
have experienced directly. The brand

PRODUCT Plinius 9100

TYPE Integrated amplifier

PRICE E2,475

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 45.4xl0.5x 40cm
O Weight: lOkg O Inputs: 4x line, 2x tape O Power 
output: 120 watts (8 Ohms) O Outputs: preamp

CONTACT e 01452 858269 8 www.pliniusaudio.com

Plinius 9100integrated amplifier [Review]

Antipodean amp
Entry-level Plinius amplifier brings a touch of thunder from down under

was established in the 1980s in New Zealand, 
and to this day it remains one of NZ's best 
kept secrets. Take, for example, the 9100.
I t's an integrated amplifier with a moderate 
120-watt output rating, but what you 
probably don't know is that it is also the 
entry-level model in an extensive range of 
two-channel and multichannel power 
amplifiers, integrateds and preamps, some 
with switchable Class A and Class AB 
operation. In fact, the circuit of the 9100 
is a scaled down version of the one in the 
company's high-end Odeon power amplifier. 
There are also other products, notably 
an appropriately exotic CD player called 
the CD-101.

On paper, at least, the 9100 follows a path 
familiar to other high-end producers. There 
are few frills, although it is equipped with 
four line inputs and two tape circuits (which 
can double as line inputs if needed), with a 
preamp output and bi-wirable sets of solid 
4mm binding posts. Mains power is supplied 
to an IEC input and an earth lift switch is 
available on the back panel which may well 
be appreciated by adding a phono step up, 
but this was not required for this test. The 
fuses are also externally accessible, along 
with a mains on/off rocker switch.

The J-FET inputs all offer a 47k0hm input 
impedance, which will make system matching 
easier than the usual amplifier with lower 
input impedance values. The inputs are 
tailored to be -3dB at SHz and 70kHz, so 

"The amplifier doesn't run excessively hot 
and it's quiet under normal use, this is with 
the volume set high and no input."

the same comment applies here too. Power 
output is 120 watts into 8 Ohms, 20Hz - 
20kHz at <0.2 per cent THD. There are no 
traps here for the unwary. Our test sample 
came without a remote control, but we 
understand that a large brick-like remote is 
available to control the source input selection 
and the volume level. Front panel controls 
are limited to volume, plus record and source 
selectors with clear markings in each case 
and internal LED displays.

The most unusual feature of the 9100 is 
the rounded exterior front panel, which 
means no sharp edges and an aesthetic 
character that mirrors the Classe range, 
albeit in a more elegant, slimline form. It's all 
beautifully executed from the front, but if any 
criticism is to be levelled then it's in the use 
of protruding screws on the top, which are all 
too clearly visible. Full marks to the rear side 
extensions, which include small grab handles.

There is little else you need to know.
The amplifier doesn't run excessively hot 
and it's quiet (hum and noise free) under 
normal use, that is with the volume set high 
and no input. Just be sure to warm the 
amplifier for about an hour at the start of 
a listening session.

For those with greater ambitions than the 
9100 will satisfy, take a look at the visually 
almost identical 9200, which starts out with 
the same basic configuration, but which adds 
a balanced input, a processor loop so that it 

can cooperate with a multichannel processor 
or amplifier's volume control and a phono 
input intended for MM and MC cartridges. 
Power output is also higher, at a rated 200 
watts per channel.

SOUND QUALITY
Amplifiers come in various guises. Some are 
transparently neutral, or strive to be. Others 
have a more deliberate character and this is 
true of the Plinius 9100.

There is something of a valve-like character 
to the 9100. OK, perhaps it would be an 
oversimplification to say that this amplifier 
has the qualities of a valve amplifier, as there 
are very few worthwhile designs of that type 
anywhere near this price and none at all in 
this price category with the real world power 
output that this amplifier brings to bear. 
But, it is hard to gainsay the idea that there 
really is more than a hint of valves here.

The 9100 is at its best in the middle 
registers. On a bad day, the Plinius can sound 
a little bloated at the low frequency extreme, 
though you can counter this with careful 
positioning and speaker cables that don't 
exaggerate the problem - Nordost Valhalla 
fits the bill extremely well here, not □
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Dual heavy-duty 
gold- plated 
connectors

Specific audio
grade capacitors

Heavy-duty 
output devices

High-quality 
Alps motorised 
volume pot

power

□ because it has lean balance, though this "The treble extreme is rather sweet
is a common accusation, but because it is so 
well-controlled throughout the audio band. 
The treble extreme, by contrast, is rather 
sweet (valve-like) and finely detailed

(valvedike) and finely detailed without 
being particularly demonstrative."

without being particularly demonstrative. 
I f anything, the sound is a little understated 
in this region. Where the Plinius excels, as 
noted above, is in the middle registers. 
This is a sophisticated, expressive sounding 
amplifier, which invests music with a feeling 
of solidity and architecture and this 
definitely is a valve-like attribute, though it 
is achieved here with little or none of the 
traditional losses of dynamics and drive.

If anything, it is just the opposite. It's 
a very well-controlled, but unusually 
muscular amplifier. Rock material 
has real strength and solidity: Dire Straits' 
Calling Elvis, for example, comes up 
smelling of roses, with a real underpinning 
pulse, where in some systems it can sound a 
little flabby. And ditto Ry Cooder's 
wonderfully quirky 3 cool cots lyrics from 
Chavez Ravine. Similarly, Diana Krall's 
classic Boulevard of Broken Dreams and 
Marianne Faithful's whisky-flavoured 
Alabama Song from 20th Century Blues 
both come across with a touch of electricity, 
along with the indefinable magic that 

through other amplifiers can fade with 
repeated listening. This remains the case, 
even with the volume control turned to 
levels where other similarly rated amplifiers 
are beginning to sound ill-at-ease.

There is no reason to think that power 
output is necessarily greater than other 
similarly rated amplifiers, but the 9100's 120 
watts is arguably more useable than most, 
no matter (within reason) the starting volume 
level setting.

There were similar results with other 
music genres, too, not least classical, which is 
where we tend to start in some reviews.
11 does a great job with vocal material of all 
kinds, from Strauss Four Last Songs to the 
equally sprightly Cecila Bartoli singing 
Mozart's Im Uomini, In Solidati from Cosi fan 
Tutte (you'll recognise it when you hear it) 
We were equally impressed with instrumental 
and full-blooded orchestral material, or nearly 
as impressed. There is something about the 
Plinius that empathises particularly well with 
the human voice.

There are any number of good amplifiers 
in the same price territory as this one and, 
to an extent, choosing from among them is 
a matter of taste as much as anything more 
objective. But we really like the 9100, 
which is supremely well-balanced and 
whose midband, in particular, sings like a 
thoroughbred. We are now more than a little 
curious to find out what the senior version, 
the 9200, can bring to the party. But as it 
stands, the 9100 is a fine, expressive amplifier 
with a more than a useful ability to play loud 
and one which works unusually well with the 
human voice. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FClTURES

***
BUILD

*****
VALUE

**** *

□ PRO
Powerful and refined 
amplifier, that works with 
most types of music, though 
voice reproduction appears to 
be particularly good; also very 
well built and finished.
□ CON
Protruding case screws are 
the only minor visual 
blemish, some occasional 
signs ofbloatedness in 
extreme bass.

CONCLUSION
True audiophile integrated <mpirier, which does everything 
well. There's more than adequate power and finesse and it 
drives a wide range of speakers with supreme confidence 
and authority

HI FICHOICE * * * * *
OVERALL SCORE

www techradar com/560474
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In perfect harmony.

Experience exceptional sound in beautiful surroundings 
- the natural partnership of Meridian’s DSP7200 
loudspeakers and 808.2 Signature Reference CD Player. 
Within its elegant, curved profile, the DSP7200 harnesses 
powerful digital signal processing to reproduce outstandingly 
pure and dynamic audio. Meanwhile, the 808.2 delivers the 
best-ever Meridian sound from Compact Disc - thanks to its 
advanced features, including a proprietary digital filter system 
that can even correct errors in the original recording, for 
crystal clear sound and stereo imaging.

Together, they create a superb system that represents over 
30 years of audio research and refinement from Meridian: 
makers of audio equipment so advanced, that if a microphone 
can detect it, the system can reproduce it. All you have to do 
is listen closely.

Two years additional warranty on all Meridian products until 
28th February 2009. Please contact your local Meridian 
retailer for full warranty details.

Call 01480 445678 to arrange a demonstration.

“Meridian’s latest components offer spectacularly modern 
sound from spectacularly modern technology”.

Hi-Fi World 2008

www.meridian-audio.com /MERIDIAN

http://www.meridian-audio.com
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Arcam FMJ T32 DAB/FM tuner [Review]

Tuned in
Arcam's new FMJ DAB/FM tuner has the added bonus of iPod connectivity

PRODUCT Arcam FMJ T32

TYPE DAB/FM tuner

PRICE £550

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43x3.3x29cm
O Weight: 5.3kg O Outputs: 2x RCA phone O Inputs:
Infra red control, RS232 r/Dock/rlead for iPod, lx RCA 
O Wolfson 8740 DAC O iPod connectivity

CONTACT a 01223 203200 ci www.arcam.co.uk

A
 ream has a strong history in tuners, 

both analogue (FM/AM) and digital. 
So it's no surprise to hear of a new 

addition to the range, but what's interesting 
about the T32 is that it features iPod 
integration, via Arcam's rDock or rlead.

I sn't this an odd thing to build into a tuner, 
you might ask7 But, then again, why not7 It's 
easy enough to build iPod connectivity into 
anything with some control logic in it, which 
these days means practically anything.

When we asked Arcam why the company 
chose a tuner to host this function, the 
answer was simple: a two-line text display is 
needed to work an iPod efficiently - ditto for 
a tuner. Basically, says Arcam, this was the 
simplest way to build an iPod interface into a 
simple stereo hi-fi. You do need to add an 

' rlead' (£60) or an 'rDock' (£140) though.
You'll need the supplied CD90 universal 

remote control to get sense out of an iPod and 
it also helps with radio functions. Basic tuning 
is arguably easier from the front panel, 
though, using the 'analogue-like' tuning knob. 
Manual tuning is brisk and efficient, while 
presets ( l 00 of them) work in the usual way. 
DAB tuning, as ever, is a matter of scanning 
for stations just once, then selecting them by 

name. In all modes functions are basic but 
sufficient: the one we missed is any way of 
fast-forwarding with a track on the iPod.

While many current DAB/FM tuners use a 
single module for both bands, Arcam has 

gone the whole way and fitted completely 
separate circuits for both. The FM section is 
not, as is frequent practice, a complete 
bought-in module, but Arcam's own design 
based on a small pre-assembled first stage

"The FM section is not, as is frequent 
practice, a complete bought-in module, 
but Arcam's own design."
and followed by high-performance decoding 
chips, including RDS. Audio stuff is handled 

by high-grade op-amps, while a very good 
quality DAC converts DAB to analogue. With 
an eye to international appeal, inputs include 

Sirius radio (available in the USA). But, there's 
no digital output.

SOUND QUALITY

There's no denying that this is one of the best 
new FM tuners we've heard in a while. It may 
not have high-end pretentions and it would 
indeed be seen off by a Magnum Dynalab or 
something of that ilk, but such models are 
rare and for a modest sum of money we can't 
think off-hand of any current tuner that will 

outclass it for its combination of clarity, 
natural tonality and freedom from obvious 
reception nasties. That last point requires 
some slight clarification, for this is after all 
not a 'DX' (distant reception) model and 
needs a reasonable amount of signal to work 
properly, but given that it is admirably 
immune to breakup or breakthrough, due to 
unwanted station frequency being too close 
to the one tuned in.

We even had fair results in inner London 
with the supplied wire antenna, but for most 
listening preferred a rooftop one. Thus 
equipped, the T32 produced a lively, 

energetic sound with impressive 
discrimination between instruments and 
particularly fine bass, firm and solid with 
clean attack and unambiguous pitch. The 
treble is nearly as good: there's a little more 

constriction than we've heard from some 
high-end tuners, but once again we'd have to 
say that performance here is about as good 
as it gets from any sub-£1,000 tuner. Stereo 
imaging is good with fair depth - a very 

tricky aspect of FM to get just right.
DAB sound is less clearly differentiated 

from the competition: it's good, but in our 
experience if a DAB tuner works basically 
correctly (and most of them do) the 
differences in sound from one model to 
another are smaller than between examples 
of almost any other item of audio kit. The 
same is largely true for iPod docks, though 
differences can be clearer with uncompressed 
audio. With an rDock, we had some very good 

results from the T32. FM, though, is the 
tough test and we're pleased to say the T32 
passes it with flying colours. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

*****
BUILD

****
VALUE

*****

□ PRO
Very good sound on FM, 
especially the confident bass 
and clear, though never 
oppressive, detail. Good DAB 
and iPod performance are 
the icing on the cake.

□ CON
It seems churlish to mention 
that we've heard better 
trebLe from FM tuners, if only 
more expensive ones. Some 
minor ergonomic limitations.

CONCLUSION
A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. 
Adding iPod functionality clearly makes sense and is very 
welcome, even if imp lenient at ion is a little basic in the 
absence of video screen.

HI-FICHOICE * * * * *
OVERALL SCORE

^1^ www.techradar.com/559242
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T+A Music Player music server and Power Plant integrated amplifier [Review]

Sound solutions
An affordable, flexible server and integrated amplifier with audiophile appeal

PRODUCT T+A Music Player and Power Plant 

TYPE Music server and integrated amplifier 

PRICE £1999 (Music Player) £1499 (Power Plant) 

KEY FEATURES (Music Player) Size (WxHxD) 4.4xl.2x 
39cm O Weight: lOkg Q Digital inputs: 2x SP/DIF 
O Digital outputs: lx coaxial O FM radio with RDS

in full in HFC 303, except that some 
shortcomings have now been addressed.

But it's the Music Player that's of interest 
here and while it's not a computer, it does 
have the ability to talk to a computer

Finally, and this is absolutely central to the 
Music Player's role as a music server, it will 
also collaborate with your computer's disc 
burner to provide disc-ripping facilities and 
the music stored by the hard disc or discs

O Streaming clients: MP3, WMA, AAC, FLAC, 
DGG-Vorbis, WAV O Web server remote PC with browser 
control, vTuner internet radio station database
O (Power Plant) Size (WxHxD) 4.4x12x3.9cm
O Weight: l3kg o Rated power: 140 watss (8 Ohms)
O Inputs: Sx line Q Outputs: preamp and headphones 
Q RS232 control interface

CONTACT S 01623 517000 O www.koretrade.co.uk

"The Music Player will act as an internet radio 
when connected to a computer network, with 
data rates that extend to 320kbps... ”

A
s a product category, the music 
server is definitely on the ascendant, 
but as a group, they tend to under 
perform musically, for a variety of reasons. 

I nternally, they look like computers, which 
is not always a good thing where audio 
sound quality is a major issue. They're also 
i nherently complex, and tend to be pricey. 
But there is hope..

On one level, the new server introduction 
from T+A elektroakustik (recently voted 
Manufacturer of the Year in Germany) 
looks like many others, in principle anyway, 
but there are important differences. Called 
Music Player and nestling amongst T+A's 
E Series line up, the unit is unusually 
flexible and very well-priced. It comes with 
the promise of better-than-usual sound 
quality, for reasons that will become clear 
later. It is partnered, for this review, with 
the Power Plant: T+A's matching Class D 
stereo power amplifier, which was reviewed 

network. The Music Player is an audio-first 
component, no matter how you look at it. 
On one level it is a processor, which will 
address an arbitrarily large library of music 
from a number of sources. These sources 
include compact disc, which it can play 
using an internal CD player and it also has 
an FM tuner with RDS and 60 presets. There 
is a possibility that DAB will eventually 
become available in the form of a bolt-in 
module as the DAB aerial input has already 
been installed. Your iPod can also be 
connected directly to the server, and 
controlled by it. Unfortunately, other 
compressed audio players like the Sony MP3 
range are not handled because of the 
different control protocols involved.

But this is not all. The Music Player will 
act as an internet radio when connected to 
a computer network, with access to 
thousands of stations and with data rates 
that currently extend to 320kbps, which for 
many ears, will be pretty close to CD. 

attached to the computer can be accessed 
by the Music Player.

Essentially then, the Music Server acts 
as just another network client with some 
unusual qualities that suit it to its role. 
First of all computer data storage is now 
very cheap, much cheaper than anything 
similar with an audio manufacturer's name 
on the bonnet. It s also much more flexible. 
Add extra storage, a RAID array, for example, 
(RAID is an acronym for Redundant Array 
of Inexpensive or, according to some, 
Independent, Discs) and/or any other 
backup software/hardware options you 
prefer to provide redundancy if a hard disc 
goes down. This way you'll have the basis 
for a fully customised server solution which 
can be readily upgraded or extended when 
the occasion demands.

The matching Power Plant is an integrated 
Class D stereo amplifier and is of wholly T+A 
design. Even the Class D circuitry was 
developed by T+A in-house, the only 
digital part being the PWM (Pulse Width 
Modulation) output stage. The preamp 
(with its attendant ALPs volume control) 
can be switched on or off independently 
of the power stages and is automatically 
disabled when connected to the Music 
Player. It lives in a box styled similarly to 
the server and on any rational assessment 
definitely qualifies as a purist audio 
component. Changes made since we 
originally looked at this amp are to output 
distortion residuals which are now more 
firmly biased into low (primarily second- 
order harmonics. 3
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We interviewed 

T+A's Director 

of Development, 

Lothar Wiemann 

about the 

music player.

HFC: What is it 
that sets the Music Player apart from 
most other servers?
LW: The Music Player Client has no internal data 
storage, apart from a few seconds for jitter 
reduction purposes. The music is stored externally, 
using the user's computer network and data 
storage, though it can also use USB hard discs or 
USB flash memory plugged in directly. Keeping 
music storage out of the main box is important, 
because optical and magnetic storage introduces 
a lot of electrical interference, which may be 
minimised with integral screening and other 
measures, but cannot be eliminated. Noise, jitter 
and the high current demands made by the laser 
tracking circuits all results in coupling into the 
analogue circuits.

Are there other advantages to this topology? 
Delivering music through a network adds 
flexibility, as the data can be accessed remotely, 
wherever the computer network is accessible. 
Doing things this way also means we don't have 
to reinvent the wheel. Reliability of hard drives is 
not perfect, so improved fault recovery, by using 
RAID mirroring, for example, is a major benefit.

There are also some powerful software tools 
that we co-opt to improve performance. The 
Exact Audio copy software (www.exactaudiocopy. 
de/) we specify, for example, makes excellent 
1:1 copies, even if the source media is corrupt 
or damaged, by using error correction and 
comparisons to data from other users stored on a 
central database - the Exact Audio website 
provides a good overview. Similarly, the internet 
radio software, called Vtuner (www.vtuner.com), 
also has an online database that is uploaded to 
the Music Player every time it is used. These 
databases are uploaded completely transparently 
from the users point of view every time the 
functions are accessed.

The technologies involved with the Music 
Player especially are evolving very quickly. 
So how do you protect against the obvious 
danger of obsolescence?
We have instituted a programme of updates 
designed for exactly this purpose. In general, the 
updates can be downloaded free of charge and 
this will remain the case unless additional 
hardware is required, or any additional licensing 
costs are involved.

□ The amplifier features five inputs with 
record and preamp outputs and has an 
optional MM/MC phono stage. Both 
components are exceptionally well built and 
internally well endowed, and they're both 
unusually smooth in operation.

SOUND QUALITY
Unable to test the iPod's functionality with 
the Music Player for this review, we used a 
Sony MP3 player instead. As already stated 
above, it's not directly supported by the Music 
Player control system, but is compatible as an 
audio source via the USB 2.0 input and via 
this connection, it works extremely well.

More centrally to any rounded assessment 
of the server, CD ripping and internet radio 
are not directly dependent on the Music 
Player, they are clients that talk to the Music 
Player across a network and to a large extent 
are under the user's control using the client 
software. But it was clear from our 
experience with the test equipment that 
these elements are well designed, with key 
benefits over the common alternatives, for 
example in the area of jitter reduction using 
the online music database.

Once we'd acclimatised to the internet radio 
and the discs stored on the hard discs, they 
were fairly easy to access and use. But in the 
long term, the usability of the Music Player is 
compromised by the lack of a graphical 
interface, which is currently promised for the 
future. Many will not be completely satisfied 
by the ergonomics of the server until this 
add-on becomes available. But, within the 

limits set by the front panel dot-matrix display 
and the simple control system, the designers 
have gone a great job. The supplied remote 
control gives fine grain access to the full 
feature set, but it is messily implemented and 
again highlights the need for a better solution.

As already noted, we've looked at the 
amplifier before, but it was obvious that 
the Power Plant has changed, and for the 
better. Initially, we were surprised by its 
palpably smoother and more expressive 
quality. It no longer sounds obviously 
digital or mechanical in origin, a charge 
that was easily levelled at the earlier 
version. It is now a more organic, fluid 
performer, that no longer sounds under 
stress through louder passages. In fact, it 
no longer sounds obviously like a digital 
amplifier, which is a valid criticism of the 
majority of Class D amplifiers. If anything 
the sound is slightly soft-edged, which is 
not only unexpected, but gives the amplifier 
a far more analogue- like feel. The power 
stages produce considerable heft and 
authority, without sounding either hard or 
aggressive and have a truly organic way of 
tracking recorded dynamics.

The internet radio is dependent on the 
data rate currently in use and, of course, you 
don't have control over this, but the better 
stations with higher data rates - 192kHz or 
better - worked better than we have heard 
internet radio perform in the past, but the 
reason appears to be better performance at 
the internet end of the hardware/software 
chain, rather than the Music Player itself.
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T+A Music Player music server and Power Plant integrated amp I ifier [ Review ]

The tools available for selecting and 
memorising stations are easy to access and 
do a good job. Lower data rate stations had 
a character that was very iPod-like, in other 
words scrawny and one-dimensional. The 
senior sources in the package, FM radio, the 
internal CD player and streaming from the 
users own discs, that have been ripped and 
stored on the users computer are the serious 
contenders here, of course. In fact, the 
internal CD player is extremely good and the

"When you find it impossible to locate discs 
you want to access, a server-type solution 
is a natural way of resolving the problem."

HOW IT WORKS WITH
YOUR COMPUTER

T+A claims to be the first audio company 
to use RS232 as an audio control system 
some years ago. To make this clear, the 
idea is to use your own data storage with 
a home computer. The Music Player then 
becomes just another device on your 
home network, a UPnP-AV server, which 
may be wired or wirelessly connected. 
The server looks for a wired connection at 
power up and in its absence it connects 
wirelessly. Add a terabyte or so of storage 
to your computer (large hard discs these 
days are eminently affordable) and a 
disc ripping programme, Exact Copy in 
this case, and you have a fully fledged 
audio server, with the Music Player acting 
as the front end interface, thanks to its 
native controls and text display. A better 
graphics interface unit is currently being 
designed and will be available at extra 
cost, but as it stands right now, an AMX 
or a Creston (or similar) controller can be 
connected via the RS-232 interface.

FM tuner also performed well. The CD 
player's character is dominated by the 
sound of the Power Plant, but happily 
the latter is fairly transparent Used 
together the effect is bold and powerful, 
with just a hint of the softness identified 
earlier. The FM tuner is also a serious 
source, at least it is on BBC Radio 3 and 4, 
which these days are about the only 
stations that make a serious attempt at 
delivering good sound, one of course with 
music and the other with speech.

This is an intriguing combination. Either 
product can be used with alternative partners, 
of course, but they do seem to belong 
naturally together. The amplifier needs extra 
warming-up before it fully delivers, which is 
odd for an amplifier that runs so cool. At 
power up, the sound balance is a little cold, 
but within half an hour or so,the system 
sounds considerably more comfortable.

On balance, this is an excellent system 
which we regret passing back to the 
manufacturer. When you consistently find it 
almost impossible to locate discs you want 
to access, a server-type solution is a natural 
way of resolving the problem. In its favour 
the Music Player is extremely well priced, 
which makes it a particularly attractive 
option. But as it stands, the lack of a

graphical interface to help sort through a 
large disc collection would be a major 
limitation and, of course, the promised add
on would mean a much higher price, though 
it should still maintain a useful differential 
over the obvious competition. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT - MUSIC PLAYER
SOUND

★★★★
FEAWRES

****
BUILD

****
VALUE, *****

Excellent performance and 
real flexibility from a compact 
unit. Excellent internal CD 
player and FM tuner. Internet 
radio and CD-ripping 
software is well-chosen.

HIHCHOICE
OVERALL SCORE

www.techradar.com/560106 ■■■■■■I

VERDICT - POWER PLANT
SOUND

FEAWRES****
BUILD*****
VALUE

CONCLUSION
Reviewed previously, the 
current version sounds 
considerably better, with 
hardly a trace ofthe slightly 
mechanical quality ofthe 
original sample.

HI-FICHOICE
OVERALL SCORE
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Lumley Heliosphere turntable [Review]

Space bubble
A turntable for the space age...

PRODUCT Lumley Heliosphere

TYPE Turntable

PRICE £2,495 (arm and cartridge extra)

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): l 5x40x34cm
O Weight: 14.5kg O Arms accommodated: Clearaudio, 
Rega O Speeds: 33.3. 45rpm manual change

CONTACT e 01435 867438 €; ^ww.metropolis-musicco.uk

L
umley's £14,000 Stratosphere 
turntable is something of an analogue 
tour de force, with its opposing- 
magnet suspension and magnificently heavy 

platter. But, costing as it does, as much as a 
family hatchback, it's out of reach for the 
majority. So, Lumley's proprietor, John 
Jeffries, decided to make a people's 
Stratosphere, without the astronomical price 
tag and using a design that he'd evolved 
through applying years of experience. And so 
the £2,495 Heliosphere was born...

The similarities between these two 
turntables are few, as you might expect from 
the price difference, but they both have a 
triangular-shaped plinth and support their 
tonearms on a cylindrical base. The £2,495 
Heliosphere is distinguished by an unusually 
chunky acetal platter - 74mm-thick - a size 
that you might be able to associate with the 
more expensive Clearaudio designs, but one 
that's rarely seen with any regularity. One 
aesthetic advantage that the substantial 

depth of the platter confers is that it allows 
the drive system to be hidden, despite the 
fact that this is a largely skeletal design. 
When it was first set up we assumed the 
motor would be free-standing and drive the

"Our sample came equipped with a 
Clearaudio Unify tonearm and a Sumiko Blue 
Point Special Evo Ill moving coil cartridge."
periphery of the platter. But you have to lift 
the 6.3 kg slab of aceta I to see what makes 
the thing go round (see Multiple motors box 
on page 53 for more).

The plinth itself is aluminium, a fact that 
the painted finish tends to hide. In fact, the 
finish is very good, but an anodised silver or 
black would have been nicer. It's something 
that would, however, have impacted on price 
which Metropolis was keen to make 
competitive, a job it seems to have had some 
success with. The plinth sits on large inverted 
cone feet that are free standing and have to 
be carefully positioned so as to intersect with 
the nylon inserts on the underside of the 
plinth. This is a tricky job because you have to 
guess where to position the cones and then 
align them properly without scratching the
underside of the plinth.

There is little to stop energy travelling up 
through the turntable and into the platter, so 
this is one of those record players that like 
many others should be carefully supported 
away from loudspeakers. Energy excited in 

the vinyl by the stylus is partially damped by 
a large aluminium clamp that uses gravity 
alone to keep the record flat. This makes for 
quick disc-changing, but is not as effective 
as a threaded design in pinning down less 
than flat LPs.

Our sample came equipped with a 
Clearaudio Unify tonearm (£1,400) and a 
Sumiko Blue Point Special Evo Ill high-output 
moving coil cartridge (£220), both 
components selected for value for money. A 
state of affairs somewhat undermined by the 
value of the pound which has meant that the 
tonearm has risen in price by £500 since it 
was originally selected for the turntable. The 
Unify is a very well put-together arm with a 
carbon fibre arm tube, sapphire unipivot 
bearing and an eccentric counterweight. The 

latter can be twisted on the stub in order 
to make the cartridge body/stylus sit 
upright in the groove (azimuth) . VTA 
can be adjusted with two grub 

screws in the collar and the arm 
wires exit at the top of the arm and 

go to a connection point with the 
tonearm cable proper, there is said to 
be no break in the actual wire itself.

The BPS Evo Ill is the current 
version of a classic budget cartridge, 
it's a moving coil, but has the output

characteristics of an MM design.
Output is 2.SmV and its preferred input 
impedance is 47kohms, which means that 
it works with MM inputs. This turntable 
would benefit from something more 
aspirational, but the BPS does not seem to 
stand in its way. □

V
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We spoke to Lumley 

founder John Jeffries 

about the Heliosphere.

HFC: What's the 
difference between 
acetal and acrylic? 
JJ: I'm not sure. I think 
that there's a very slight difference, but the main 
factor was that acetal is cheaper, it was chosen 
to keep costs down which we wanted to do with 
this model.

But why acetal when you appear to use 
something else on the Stratosphere?
We have a Nylonite platter on the Strat, but that's 
a much more expensive material. (Again) Acetal 
allows us to produce a well-finished platter with 
high mass at a more affordable price.

Has anything been shared between the 
Heliosphere with the Stratosphere?
A few elements such as the Nylonite inserts that 
interface with the cone feet. Also both turntables 
have a titanium nitride coated bearing spindle.

How heavy is the platter? 
It's )4lbs (6.3kg)!

Is there a danger of asyncronicity with 
two motors?
By using matched and balanced motors we can 
achieve total speed control without any problems, 
even without an outboard power supply. We have 
the Clearaudio Syncro PSU as an option to 
improve things further, but it's absolutely fine 
as it is. We addressed this possibility with Rega, 
who make the motors, and they say that if they 
are accurately matched this sort of problem 
should not arise. What they have said is that 
the machining of the pulleys has to be very 
accurate, so we are making sure that the 
tolerance is fantastic.

Why no speed switching?
Of all the turntables I've sold through my retail 
business Sounds of Music, only one of our 
customers has ever wanted to play 45s, anyone 
that needs that facility can buy the Clearaudio 
Syncro that we've chosen because it does an 
excellent job at a reasonable price, albeit a price 
that has increased rather dramatically since the 

demise of the value of the pound.

Which arms do you make bases for?
We also do a base for Rega tonearms, but that's 
all. We didn't want to get into making a huge 
range of bases as the Rega and Clearaudio arms 
work very well with this turntable.

□ SOUND QUALITY
Give it a well-isolated support and the 
Heliosphere delivers an entertaining result 
with the arm and cartridge supplied. You can 
hear the large slab of acetal in a slight 
midrange coloration that accentuates 
instruments like pianos and brass, but given 
how much of the stuff there is, it's well 
controlled and does not get in the way of the 
musical message. Thanks to a good sense of 
timing the Heliosphere is a fine communicator 
that quickly wraps you up in the groove, 
especially if its one that has been created by a 
musician like Keith Jarrett and his cohorts. His 
album Changes retains all of its nimble and 
beguiling rhythmic subtleties in the context of

good three- dimensional imaging. The double 
bass, in particular, seems to come out best in 
this respect, something that suggests a slight 
emphasis on the upper bass perhaps. Energy 
is never in short supply, especially when you 
play some Muddy Waters, his I'm Ready album 
positively bursting with the stuff on this 
turntable. At one point we forgot to put the 
big clamp on and were gratified to hear the 
increase in solidity that bringing it back in 
made. But stare at the rubber feet for too long 
and they appear to go backwards, so best close 
your eyes and let the music transport you.

Despite its extra motor this is an appealingly 
quiet turntable, it won't suppress the 
shortcomings of the vinyl, but that's more a 
reflection of the cartridge we suspect, it's 
more that the noise floor is nice and low so 
that quieter musical elements are easy to 
follow. Steel guitar strings have a little more 
zing than usual but this just gives a sense of 
crispness that's really quite appealing with a 
good record such as John Fahey Visits 

Washington DC. You can fully appreciate the 
attack of the picked strings, but that does not 
mask the decay of the notes, thanks to a 
cohesive and tidy presentation.
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Lumley Heliosphere turntable [ Review]

Two low-torque 
motors to start the 
high-mass platter

----------------------------------\
Stainless steel sub
platter and main 
bearing

Solid aluminium 
plinth supported on 
three cone feet

Optional Clearaudio 
Unify arm and Sumiko 
BPS Evo III cartridge

The Sumiko BPS 111 is a remarkable cartridge 
for the price. You can hear its limitations on 
more sumptuous recordings like Rickie Lee 
Jones' Flying Cowboys, where the polish is not 
quite as high as it could be, but there's plenty 
of it, nonetheless. More importantly, the 
turntable reveals the hand of producer Walter 
Becker (Steely Dan) rather more clearly than 
usual, the recording's sound being highly 
reminiscent of the last decent 'Dan album

Multiple motors';

The use of more than one motor to drive 
a turntable platter is not a new thing, 
but it's still quite rare, especially on less 
costly decks. We have come across one 
other two-motor design, however, such as 
the long-departed Voyd Valdi. It's design 
that lives on in the Audio Note H-2, 
though, which is more like a dual-motored 
Systemdek, but does do the two motor 
thing. Both models use the extra motor 
for torque, whereas the Heliosphere has 
two low-powered motors because one 
alone is not sufficient to get the massive 
platter up and running.
The Heliosphere's two motors drive a 
stainless steel sub platter which supports 
the platter on three pads, the two motors 
are sited close to it and opposite one 
another, each with its own belt. Each 
pulley has two gears for 45 and 33.3rpm, 
speed change is, therefore, a manual 
affair and a kerfuffle given the weight 
of the platter. But how many of us still 
spin 45s these days?

"The turntable digs out the bass pedals to 
trouser flapping effect, but there is plenty of 
body to the sound and no shonage of energy."

Gaucho. Surmounting the the production, of 
course, is the material -this is superbly played 
and thanks to Ms Jones' delivery, emotionally 
charged to a degree that you don't expect of 
something so slick.

Jeff Buckley's Mojo Pin delivers a wealth of 
detail in the Heliosphere's arms, a dynamic 
recording for its type, it combines quiet and 
intense sections, both of which are well 
served. Less sophisticated records also fair 
well, Frank Zappa's 1969 album Hot Rats is 
not the slickest-sounding record, but it's got 
plenty going on in tracks like Peaches En 
Regalia. This has remarkably cheesy organ 
and grungy guitar, but there is plenty of body 
to the sound and no shortage of energy. The 
turntable also digs out the bass pedals to 
trouser flapping effect which is most 
gratifying, it probably helps to have big active 
ATC speakers to appreciate this but it's not 
essential. The following track, Willie the Pimp, 
has a pulsating groove and the distinctive 
vocals of Don van Vliet (AKA Captain 
Beefheart), a contribution that in these 
circumstances makes it all the more difficult 
to get on with the reviewing job in hand.

While the experienced ear can detect the 
character of the platter material on the

Heliosphere, its effects are like those of a valve 
amplifier, largely euphonic. This is not the most 
neutral turntable, but neither is it obviously 
coloured, it has wide bandwidth, good 
dynamics and great timing and these are the 
key factors one wants from a record player. We 
found the Heliosphere both highly 
entertaining and engaging and considering 
the great build quality and tidy design, it's 
hard for us not to recommend it. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
SOUND
****

FEATURES
***__

BUILD
****

VALUE
****

□ PROWell built and attractively styled, this is a dynamic and engaging turntable with a lot to offer the vinyl aficionado.
U CONNeeds good isolation for the very best resultsand the clamp is sadly not totally effective. Limited range of available armboards is also a small shortcoming_

CONCLUSION
With its massive acetal platter this is a distinctive-looking 
turntable with a distinctive sound, one that reflects the vinyl 
you spin on it with a little bit of extra thrill power thrown in. 
A combination that, in our book, makes fortop entertainment.

★ ★★★★HIFICHOICE
OVERALL SCORE
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Shanling MC3000 one^box hi-fi system [Review]

Centre stage
Fierce competition for the one-box hi-fi market from Shanling

PRODUCT Shanling MC3000

TYPE One-box hi-fi system

PRICE £ 1,400

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD) 45xl6x33.5cm
O Weight: 11 kg o Digital outputs: 2x line (pre, coaxial) 
O Analogue inputs: 3x line (Aux, DVD, tape) O Rated 
power: 60 watts O CD player/amplifier/FM tuner

CONTACT e 01257 473175 °' www.realhi-fi.com

T
he passage of time allows all sorts of 
things to be forgotten. It really isn't 
very long since the all-in-one 'hi-fi' 
system was regarded with the gravest 

suspicion by any kind of audiophile, while 
the term 'music centre' was reserved for the 
most unremittingly awful of the breed. 
Yet here is a respected audiophile maker 
proudly printing that very title on the case of 
what looks, superficially at least, like quite a 
tasty bit of kit.

Any resemblance to Shanling's single
purpose CD players is obviously no accident, 
but this machine does a lot more than that. It 
features a 60-watt amplifier, an FM tuner and 
an iPod dock, making it truly the only 
electronic component many folks will need for 
a stereo sound system in the modern manner.

Just in case you wish to add a few frills there 
are three line inputs: there is no digital input 
of any kind, though, so if computer audio's 
your thing you'll need a good analogue-out 
sound card or something like the Cambridge 
Audio DacMagic. You do get a digital output 
(from the CD player), a preamp output and a 

video output, which relays a video iPod's 
display to a TV screen if required.

At first glance, one might easily think this is 
an all-valve amplifier. There are certainly some 
valves there and the three cans at the back 

"The CD player board uses four single op^ 
amps of very high performance, really quite 
a deluxe touch in a product of this price."
look for all the world like the classic lineup 
of mains transformer and two output 
transformers. But the valves are small-signal 
devices and power amplification is handled by 
transistors, the right and left cans housing the 
relevant circuits and their heatsinks.

The rest of the circuitry is mounted under the 
top plate on several immaculately assembled 
boards. Apart from a few components, which 
are only available as surface-mount types, 
Shanling has used exclusively through-hole 
components and we were impressed to find 
that most of these are of remarkably high 
quality, especially the op-amps. The CD player 
board, for instance, uses four single op-amps of 
very high performance, really quite a deluxe 
touch in a product at this price.

No doubt in the interests of easy assembly 
and serviceability, Shanling has linked the 
circuit boards mostly with push-on connectors. 
In principle this puts more connections in the 
signal path than one might wish for, but that's 

probably not the biggest compromise in the 
world. What did slightly bother us, though, 
was the discovery that the FM input socket 
(and F-type connector aimed at the US market 
- adaptors to the UK type only cost a couple 

of pounds) is linked by two distinctly non-ideal 
bits of wire to the tuner module inside. At FM 
radio frequencies, even a couple of inches of 
the wrong type of wire can compromise 
performance with weak signals. Incidentally, 
that tuner (a good-quality unit from specialist 
maker Kwang Sung) does have an AM input, 
but Shanling has chosen not to enable it.

Operation of the unit is straightforward, and 
we particularly like the way the input selector 
and volume control knobs are cunningly 
disguised as part of the front left and right 
support cylinders. As is common these days, 
some functions are only available from the 
remote control, including manual FM tuning, 
which means that without the remote the 
tuner could quickly become completely non
functional - all you can do from the unit itself 
is change between presets. Unlike several of 
Shanling's CD-only players, there is no option 
to select different digital filters. A headphone 
socket is concealed on the right-hand side. c:
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□ SOUND QUALITYWith so many options on offer it seems best to start with performance when playing CDs as that is likely to be the core of existence for most MC3000s in the field. And it's a good standard of performance that is offered, one that we feel can probably justify the asking price quite irrespective of FM and iPod capabilities. It does have some slight idiosyncrasies, though...The most surprising thing we found with the MC3000 is its tonality. Most CD players and amps these days are pretty close to neutral, but in comparisons with various familiar references we consistently felt that this unit had a distinct lift in the upper midrange. For reasons we can only conjecture (measured response is as flat as the proverbial pancake) there's a slight, but consistent lift to female voice and the fundamental frequencies of many melody instruments, which gives the sound a highly appealing lightness of touch.As a slight potential downside of that, bass isn't necessarily the most immediately gripping we've ever heard, but it's got some decent heft to it when required and unless your speakers are already a bit marginal for bass quantity and quality, it's unlikely to make or break the MC3000's appeal. It's also good to report that there's some fine rhythmic drive in evidence, with plenty of life and 'kick', plus excellent timing integrity between the registers. High treble is clear and precise, not markedly forward or recessed though occasionally a touch dry. Power delivery is assured and confident, though overload is distinctly obvious when it does eventually occur.That's the nuts and bolts of it. The practical result of all this is a sound that is invariably strong on melody and basic communication, with enough detail and analytical skill to convey accompanying instruments with convincing layering and spatial precision.

"...it's a good standard of performance that is 
offered, one that we feel can probably justify 
the asking price irrespective of FM and iPod."

We have some slight reservations about the ultimate level of detail and for sure there's ground lost in this department to the best standalone CD players and amps in the ESOO to El.OOO bracket. The sound is just a little hazy at the edges, not in an offensive or obtrusive way, but just perceptibly on those odd occasions when one tries to hear exactly what is happening in the middle, or at the back, of a mix. We'd hazard a guess that both this and the tonality qualities noted above are down to a small, but not quite vanishing amount of low-harmonic distortion which we found on test - just enough to give a little subtle colour to the sound.

We felt the FM tuner is decent, rather than outstanding - its rejection of interference from nearby stations isn't brilliant and in urban situations this can be an annoying drawback. As for the iPod dock, the sound from it largely follows the performance with CD, suggesting that most of the character is in the amplifier part of the unit.There are more advanced all-in-one units available, but Shanling's combination of audiophile and user-convenience features is well-judged for the space-constrained audio buff and we're happy to give the MC3000 a cheerful recommendation. HFC
Richard Block

VERDICT \
SOUND

****
FEATURES

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

O PRO
An appealing combination of 
melodious sound - with 
confident underpinning 
when required - smart looks 
and thoughtful features, at 
an attractive price.

Q CON
Not the last word in detail 
and the slight emphasis on 
the midrange will not please 
all tastes, nor ensure the 
widest speaker compatibility.

CONCLUSION
A welcome newcomer to the scene, o ering a slightly di erent 
take on the all-in-one genre rom both sonic and practical 
viewpoints. Sel-suf ficie nr, but also upgradeable, it should 
serve both well and long.

HIFICHOICE
OVERALL SCORE ★ ★★★★

\ www.techradar.com/560186
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[ Round-up ] High-end in-ear headphones £180 £280

Audio-Technica ATH-CK10
TYPE In-ear headphone

PRICE E279

CONTACT W 0113 2771441 D www.audio-technica.com

A
udio-Technica has a long history with 
headphones and currently offers a 
wide range in most styles. Among in
ear models, this is the current top dog. 
Technical information on it seems surprisingly 

modest - for instance, the brochure quotes a 
frequency response only up to l SkHz and 
unusually low power handling, both of 
which we reckon are either back-covering 
understatements or simple error. The 
transducer uses 'dual balanced armature 
drivers', dividing the frequency range almost 
(but not quite) like a two-way loudspeaker 
and is enclosed in a notably small housing 
which can take three different sizes of soft 
rubber earpiece. Impedance is higher than

swapping around. 
Having found the 
optimum, we were 
rewarded with a big,
slightly bass-rich sound 
which seems to have a less 
bright treble than many earphones. 
At first, it can make the sound seem 
lacking in detail, but in fact the reverse 
is true: this model is capable of revealing a 
great deal of detail right across the frequency 
range. It has good attack and immediacy and 
imaging is clear and not too 'in-the-head'. 
We were particularly impressed with 
dynamics, which have the large, effortless 
and, at the same time, subtle range that live

most in-ear 'phones, placing less load on 
whatever drives it but slightly reducing 
effective sensitivity in most applications.

We were delighted to find that this model 
seems relatively unfussy about earpieces, 
although there was still some mileage in 

music always offers, but recordings often 
struggle to recreate. Listening over a longer 
period, we found our admiration for this 
model only grew: it is possibly not the easiest 
to like immediately, but is well worth 
persevering with. HFC

VERDICT .V J -
Can seem quite underwhelming 
at first, but the unforced detail, 
natural dynamics and clarity of 
the model make for a 
remarkably mvolvmg listen .

HI-Fl CE

Denon AH-C751
TYPE In-ear headphones

PRICE £180

CONTACT W 01753 680568 @ www.denon.co.uk

A
nother range-topper, this model has a 
metal body and is supplied with three 
sizes of earpiece. The cable exits from 
the side of the cylindrical body and we had 
some trouble finding the right angle at which 

to insert the 'phones into the ear so that they 
sat securely and the lead did not tend to pull 
them out Technical characteristics are typical, 
with a 16-ohm impedance and power 
handling of 250mW which, even with the 
slightly below-average sensitivity that we 
experienced, would fairly take anyone's head 
off An unusually short cable is fitted, 
terminated in a very nice metal-bodied plug: 
an extension cable is also provided, along 
with a very nice hard carry case.

No one transducer is ever going to please 
all tastes, so it's good to report that this 
model has distinctively different sound from 
the others in this group. Most immediately 
noticeable is the bass, which is strong and 
full, perhaps too much so for some listeners 

though we're 
sure it will 
bring a smile 
to many faces. 
Treble is quite 
lively though
not unpleasantly 
bright, while the 
midrange seems generally neutral. If 
we've a slight concern about the sound 
then it's in regard to detail, which seems 
to lag a little behind the other models here. 
It's not quite so easy to hear right into a mix 
and imaging is less precise too, though in 
making that comparison we are applying 
very high standards. Anyone coming to 
the C751 from cheap giveaway 'phones is 
likely to be shocked at the amount of detail 
on offer. The sound is generally very 
impressive. If the thought of killer bass 
doesn't put you right off, there is a lot to 
enjoy from this model. HFC

VERDICT
With a rather bottom-heavy 
balance, theC751 nevertheless 
offers plenty of information 
about I .uni I iat recordings - just 
not quite as much as some.

HI Fl
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High-end in-ear headphones £180-£280 [ Round up ]

BEST BUY

Etymotic ER-4P magazine /

TYPE In-ear headphone

PRICE El95

CONTACT e 0845 055 0005 ,3 wm.etymotic.com

E
tymotic was an early entrant in the 
high-end in-ear headphone stakes, 
with a background in scientific hearing 
investigation. For many, the brand has come 
to be the yardstick for performance, so it was 

good to be able to include a model here. The 
range is not vast and it's not always obvious 
what are the advantages of each model, 
though this one is clearly aimed at the 
portable music market. Its sensitivity is high 
and it has slightly more bass output than 
other ER-4 variants, suiting it to what one

One feature we've found 
consistently with Etymotic 
models is that they are incredibly 
fussy about positioning in the ear. 
11 takes both experimentation and 
practice to get this right and until 
one does the sound is frankly horrid, 
all upper midrange and with little 
detail. Once the perfect fit has been 
achieved, though, everything changes 
dramatically, so persevere I

11 may say something about other in-ear
might call 'mass-market' musical tastes. Four 
styles of earpiece are supplied, together with 
replacement filters. One of Etymotic's 
particular claims is for very high isolation 
from outside noise and this reaches an 
astonishing 42dB - in the same ballpark as 
industrial hearing protectors । This makes for 
comfortable listening in noisy environments 
and also ensures practically no music leaks 
out to annoy others. 

headphones that even this 'enhanced bass' 
model didn't seem remarkably bass-rich, 
though comparison with over-ear headphones 
did suggest it's just a shade lifted. There is 
also a slight lift in the presence region, but 
what's most noticeable about the ER-4P is 
the extraordinary amount of detail it reveals 
about recordings. It is analytical to a degree 
that some may find almost oppressive and it 
will tell you all about the quality of the source 

too - poor MP3 files are revealed in all their 
questionable glory. For purist audiophilia on 
the move, hard to beat. HFC

VERDICT
Be prepared to spend some time 
fiddling 'Hrth earpieces and 
angles of approach • you wll 
eventually be repaid with super
detailed sound.

HI 'FI ICE 
★ ★★★★

Sennheiser IEB Hlfu.
TYPE In-ear headphone

PRICE E260

CONTACT S 01494 551551 » www.sennheiser.co.uk

T his is a fairly recent model from the 
biggest name in hi-fi headphones and 
marks the top of the company's in-ear

range. It uses a single drive unit on each side, 
the design apparently benefitting from 
Sennheiser's experience with in-ear monitoring 
for musicians on stage. Isolation from outside 
sound is high (though not quite on a par with 
Etymotic) and a vast range of earpieces is 
supplied to ensure compatibility with any size 
or shape of ear. Indeed, this model comes with 
an impressive array of accessories and tools, 
including some very natty over-ear supports 
which we particularly liked. In-ear transducers

BEST BUY

We found a bass 
setting just slightly 
above minimum suited 
our tastes, but whatever one 
ends up with on that score will have 
little effect on the overall impression of this 
model, which is extremely positive. Midrange 
and treble tonality seems to us the best we've 
yet encountered from any in-ear transducer, 
similar indeed to very fine over-ear 
headphones. That, of course, helps the IEB 
make a good initial impression, but the long
term experience is just as good, thanks to 
excellent detail and imaging - again,

like these rely critically on fit and anything 
that helps stop them becoming dislodged is 
good news.Sennheiser claims that the cables 
are particularly resistant to transmitting 
mechanical noise to the ears, a claim we found 
justified. A small screwdriver adjustment on 
each unit allows tweaking of bass level.

perhaps, the best we've heard from such a 
device. In this case, the detail is unfussy and 
presented without forcing itself on the 
listener. One can choose whether to listen 
specifically to it, or simply to enjoy the 
mellifluous and musical performance. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT 1 -Fl

With its combination of 
neutral imdrange and treble, 
bass and effortless detail, this 
is arguably the model to beat 
for all-round sound,

HI-FICIHOICE
★★ ★★★
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Ultimate Group Test] Loudspeakers £300£400

Great-sounding speakers for second systems and 'one-box' hi-fis

T

ON TEST

his month's Ultimate Croup Test 
looks at a cluster of speakers that 
fall within a quite tight band in

distinctive design features, especially the 
imaginative Infinity which looks like no 
other speaker on the market. HFC

MUSIC USED
® Be Good Tanyas Hello Love

® Bob Dylan Modern Times

® Lowell George Thanks, I'll Eat it Here 
® Laurie Anderson Mister Heartbreak

® Sibelius Symphonies/VPO Maazel

Rega RSl 
£398

BBC Radios 3 and 4 were also used 
extensively

Dali Lektor 2 
£299

Focal Chorus 706V 
E389

Infinity Classia C205 
£400

AudioPro Avanti A.10 
E349

Tannoy Revolution DC4 
£349

CROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENCER

LOUDSPEAKERS
both price and size. The least expensive 
is the £299 Dali from the company's 
new budget Lektor range, while the 
most costly is the stylish £400 Infinity.

These aren't, therefore, the cheapest 
small speakers on the market by any 
means - they cost two or three times 
the price of the little Q Acoustics l 020i 
we reviewed recently (HFC 318). But 
they're also by no means the most costly 
either: witness the excellent Spender 
SAl sub-miniature (reviewed in HFC 
314) at around three times the price 
of the models in this group.

Most fit more or less into the 
' miniature' category, with an internal 
volume of around 7 litres and a port- 
loaded 130mm bass/mid drive unit. 
The Focal is a little larger than that 
and the Tanney rather smaller, but 
the other four fit the stereotype pretty 
closely and a very effective stereotype 
it can be, too.

Although ultimate bass weight and 
grip are inevitably sacrificed, experience 
has shown that a well-designed pair 
of miniatures mounted close to a wall 
can deliver a very even in-room tonal 
balance, with a fine midband and little 
cabinet coloration.

What we have, therefore, is a collection 
of six small standmounts, priced 
competitively enough, but not to the 
point where all the interesting features 
and individuality has to be eliminated.

Several have some 'previous' in terms 
of antecedents or kindred, though only 
the Focal has actually appeared in an 
earlier Ultimate Croup Test. The Audio 
Pro is very similar to its luxury DC 
variant we reviewed in HFC 299. The 
Rega RSl has much in common with 
the earlier R l (HFC 269), but features 
Rega's radical new tweeter.

Both the Dali and the Infinity are 
brand new, both conceptually and to 
Hi-Fi Choice. Both are manufactured in 
China, to Danish and US designs, 
respectively. Both also have quite

EQUIPMENT USED
® Naim CDS 3/555 PS CD player
® Burmester 001 CD player
® Linn Sondek LP12/Rega RB1000 

turntable/arm
® Soundsmith Strain Gauge cartridge
® Magnum Dynalab MD 106T tuner
® Naim NAC552 preamp
® Naim NAP500 power amp
® Cables from Vertex AQ and The Chord 

Company
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LISTENING TESTS
Loudspeaker listening poses an altogether more complex 
set of problems from those involved in assessing 
components further up the hi-fi chain. Loudspeakers vary 
dramatically in size, type and tonal balance, and also 
interact strongly and often unpredictably with the room, 
according to where they're placed. The fatal difficulty 
facing sequential unsighted loudspeaker presentations is 
the strong tendency to judge each example according to 
how its balance differs from the model that preceded it. 
Accordingly, extended hands-on listening sessions were 
adopted, giving proper scope to adjust to the inevitable 
changes in balance and also to experiment with the 
positioning of different models.

LAB TESTS
The speakers were tested under in-room conditions, in order 
to be as representative as possible of real world operating 
conditions. The test equipment used was a Neutrik 
Audiograph analogue signal generator with synchronised 
pen recorder, and this was used to plot the far-field in-room 
averaged response traces, as well as the impedance plots, 
which provide the core of the measurement work. 
Pair-matching was also checked at one metre.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
1] Sensitivity: Sensitivity is a measure of how loud a 
speaker will go for a given voltage from the amplifier. It's 
scaled to 2.83V at l m (corresponding to one watt of 
power for an eight-ohm load) .
2] Bass extension: The bass behaviour of loudspeakers 
is heavily modified by the room in which they're used. To 
replicate 'real world' conditions, our figure represents the 
averaged bass roll-off frequency at -6dB with reference 
to the broad midband, measured across the far field for 
a stereo pair in a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room.
3] Ease of drive: The lower the impedance of a speaker, 
the more current it will extract from the driving amplifier 
for a given voltage (volume) setting. Lower-impedance 
designs are therefore theoretically harder to drive, but they 
also tend to be more sensitive.
4] Overall frequency balance: The overall broad 
frequency-response trends do much to define the character 
of a speaker, although true neutrality is the obvious goal.
5] Response smoothness: Beyond the overall tonal 
balance of the speaker, small-scale smoothness has much 
to do with sound and harmonic shading.

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE
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Loudspeakers £300^3400 [Ultimate Group Test]

£350 per pair S 01423 359054 @ www.audiopro.com

AUDIOPRO AVANTI A.10
Tasty Swede with a real-wood finish

K
nown originally as a subwoofer 
specialist, due to its impressive ACE
Bass technology that first appeared in 
the 1970s, Swedish operation Audio Pro 

remains active in subwoofery, but has 
subsequently added loads of regular 
loudspeakers to an exceptionally extensive 
portfolio of products. Indeed, the current UK 
importer CSE lists around fifty different Audio 
Pro models in total, although a number are 
variations on the same theme.

Some eighteen months back (HFC 299), we 
reviewed an Avanti A.10 DC, where the DC 
postscript stood for the company's premium 
price Design Collection. This came in a high- 
gloss black lacquer finish and did rather well at 
£450 per pair, so the portents look pretty good 
for this non-DC equivalent at a less costly 
£350 per pair.

Despite the Swedish ancestry, all the cues 
suggest that this speaker, like so many these 
days, is probably made in the Far East. It's a 
small and simple two-way standmount, with a 
l30mm paper cone bass/mid drive unit using 
a diaphragm roughly lOOmm in diameter. 
The tweeter is smaller than most, with a fabric 
diaphragm around 20mm in diameter. The 
narrow back accommodates a tiny port, tuned 
to around 42Hz and a single terminal pair, 
arranged vertically, is fixed straight through 
the woodwork.

The result is a very attractive speaker. Its 
MDF enclosure is very compact and physically 
discreet and distinguished by dramatically 
curved sides that give a boat-shaped plan view 
and virtually eliminate a back panel entirely. 
Such a shape has the multiple advantages of 

diffusing rear-panel reflections and internal 
standing waves, as well as increasing stiffness.

SOUND QUALITY
Positioning the A.10 proved a little tricky, as 
it's one of those (all too common) models that 
tends to thump a bit when close to a wall, but 
sounds a little lacking in bass drive and 
enthusiasm if it's sited in free space.Finding 
the happy medium proved tricky in our 
particular room, but speaker/room interaction 
is an unpredictable and fickle phenomenon, 
so do take the time and effort to try and 
achieve the smoothest results.

Under our test conditions, best results 
were obtained with the speakers about 
25cm out from the wall. The bass still 
sounds a bit resonant and weak in harmonic 
warmth and richness, but the overall sound - 
probably assisted by the slightly forward and 
peaky midrange - is delightfully entertaining 
and communicative.

I t's fair to say that the sound isn't the 
sweetest around, but it is essentially smooth 
and very even-handed, with a lively and 
expressive disposition and an impressive 
openness that is particularly engaging with 
voices in general, but especially on speech.

Thanks to the fine acoustic behaviour of the 
enclosure, there's a commendable lack of 
boxiness here. Overall coherence is very good, 
too and stereo images are well focused with 
good airy spaciousness.

With its attractive shape, engagingly lively 
yet substantially smooth and open sound 
quality, criticisms are minor and a Best Buy 
seems appropriate at the price. HFC

There are many similarities between this A.10 
and the high-gloss version we reviewed in HFC 
299, though there are some subtle differences 
too, especially the observation that the relative 
treble is now just a little lower than before.

The specified 87dB sensitivity is just about 
achieved in the midband, where output peaks up 
at around 700-900Hz, but the overall frequency 
response, measured under far-field in-room 
conditions, is rather lean through the upper bass 
and lower midband.

Deciding the best siting is difficult, as the port 
ensures ample output 45-SSHz, so close-to-wall 
positioning can lead to a slightly thumpy 
character. Free space, however, leaves a bit of a 
hole 70-120Hz, so it's best to experiment.

The impedance looks quite easy to drive, but 
the pair-matching might have been closer and a 
resonance at 380Hz is also clearly visible.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Sensitivity » 0%

2] Bass extension » +20%

3] Ease of drive » +10%

4] Overall frequency balance» +20%

5] Response smoothness » +10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement I Rated I Actual
Sensitivity @ l m/2,83V I 87dB 87dB
Impedance (nominal/mlmmum) 4ohms 8/6 ohms 
[stirnated bass extension (-6dB) • 38Hz

VERDICT . - •

SOUND

****
A tough and effective little 
box, thanks to strongly 
curved sides. Midband 
detail is a little hyped, but 
the overall balance is quite 
smooth and even and the 
end result is entertaining 
and communicative.

PRACTICALITY
*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****
HHItiO ICEStuO^L
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Loudspeakers £300£400 [Ultimate Group Test]

£299 per pair a 0845 644 3537 @ www.daii.dk

DALi LEKTOR 2
DALl's newcomer is a mixture of cool, competitive and traditional

D
^H anish Audiophile Loudspeaker Industries 

(DALi) has many speaker ranges that 
cover the whole marketplace. At the 

budget end of things, the lkons were 
conspicuously successful three or four years 
back, but the brand new Lektors are even more 
competitively priced, thanks to the cost 
benefits of Far East manufacturing. Will they 
repeat the lkons' success' Portents are mixed.

The E300 Lektor 2 looks very similar to the 
Lektor l; its enclosure, main driver and price 
are just slightly larger, though you'd be hard 
pressed to tell the difference between the two 
from a couple of paces and the price, 
significantly below the others in this test 
group, is certainly very competitive.

I t's a chunky little two-way standmount, 
primarily intended for close-to-wall siting. 
The enclosure proper comes in either mid
brown or black vinyl woodprint, the former a 
rather undistinguished and anonymous 
example of the art. The black painted front 
panel looks a little more interesting, as its 
vertical edges are gently chamfered and 
decoration is applied by four shiny grille 
mounting lugs and a rectangular badge 
around the tweeter.

Although the speaker is made in a low wage 
zone, the design input comes from Denmark. 
The main bass/mid drive unit clearly 
originates from the House of DALi, as it has 
the company's characteristic purplish-brown 
dish-shaped cone, made from a mixture of 
paper pulp and wood fibres. Said driver has a 
l30mm frame and a 97mm cone, with a 
polished dust cover. The tweeter has a 
plasticised fabric dome around 27mm in 

SOUND

***
^^^(a

*****
BUILD

****
VALUE

****

diameter, while a pair of flared ports located 
between the two drivers preserve a nice 
symmetry. A single terminal pair connect to 
the speaker cable.

SOUND QUALITY
Measurement and listening confirmed that the 
Lektor 2 benefits from some close-to-wall 
reinforcement in order to add a little extra 
bass. That said, if too close, there's a tendency 
towards mild mid-bass thump, while in free 
space it's a little undernourished through the 
bass region, so it's best to leave a gap of, say, 
20-30cm to achieve the best all-round tonality.

This is an inescapably small loudspeaker - so 
deep and powerful bass is never going to be 
on the agenda - but once a decent alignment 
is achieved, the overall sound through the bass 
and midband is very nicely ordered and even, 
with just enough projection of musical detail 
and good stereo imaging.

The problem comes in the presence zone, 
at the top of the midband, where the sharp- 
edged consonants and sibilants that are so 
important to speech clarity are found (or, in 
this case, not found; at any rate rather 
obviously lacking). Although the top end 
proper is well-judged with good air, voices 
sound a little 'shut in' and recessed, reducing 
intelligibility when the system is operating 
at low levels.

As a result, this is a speaker that prefers to be 
driven quite hard and can indeed be driven 
hard without any real risk of sounding edgy or 
aggressive. Its appeal, therefore, is likely to be 
greatest among those who favour music over 
speech and enioy winding up the volume. HFC

LAB REPORT

DALi specifies a modest 85dB and being in a 
generous mood we'll give it 86dB, while also 
noting that the impedance has a relatively easy 
to drive minimum of 6 ohms and that the 45Hz 
port tuning frequency gives decent in-room 
output down to around 35Hz.

Close-to-wall siting is advocated, but care must 
be taken to avoid midbass 'thump', since the 
ports deliver ample output around SOHz even 
with the speakers in free space. However, 
without wall reinforcement a bit of a hole is 
developed between 60Hz and 90Hz, so some 
experimentation is advised.

Although the broad bass and midrange 
balance is very well ordered, things go wrong 
above 1.7kHz, our far-field in-room 'power' 
response showing a rather dramatic 5-6dB 
drop which is bound to have unfortunate 
subjective consequences.

HOW IT COMPARES

11 Sensitivity » -20%

2] Bass extension » 0%

3] Ease of drive» +10%

4] Overall frequency balance » 0%

5] Response smoothness» -20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

Sensitivity (a 1m/2 83V 85dB 86dB

Impedance {nominal/mmimurn) 6 ohms 8/6 ohms

LstinMted bass extension ( 6dB) 49 Hz 3 SHl

VERDICT |
This chunky little stand
mount is nicely presented. 
With careful positioning, 
the bass and midrange are 
well balanced, but a lack of 
presence hampers voice 
intelligibility and means it 
works best at higher levels.

HIFI 8®“
★ ★★★★
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Loudspeakers £300^^00 [ Ultimate Group Test].£389 per pair m 0845 660 2680 (;[: www.focal-fr.com

FOCAL CHORUS 706VDoes size matter? This speaker is significantly larger than most

F
ocal, which used to be known as JM Lab, 
is France's leading hi-fi speaker system 
manufacturer and is proud of the fact 
that it continues to make even its less costly 
Chorus range products in France.

This £389 Chorus 706V has been around 
the block since it was launched amongst no 
fewer than ten Chorus stereo pairs in 2006. 
We reviewed it very favourably a year ago 
(HFC 307), when it cost £20 less, but thought 
its inclusion in this latest group test was 
worthwhile, in order to provide continuity 
and context for the more recent arrivals.

Ten Chorus models in total might seem like 
overkill, though in fact they're split into two 
groups of five - the less costly Chorus 700s 
and the more elaborate Chorus BOOs. 
Although it costs much the same as the others 
in this test group, the 706V is one step up 
from the smallest (the 705V reviewed in HFC 
294) and it proved a very worthwhile step too, 
sonically speaking.

All the panels are finished in a rather dull 
Amati vinyl woodprint. However, they are a 
substantial 20-25mm thick and the side 
panels are tapered, so that the internal faces 
are not parallel and, therefore, the frequency 
focusing of internal standing waves and the 
consequent boxiness is reduced.

The cone driver has a 165mm cast-alloy 
frame and a 120mm diameter Polyglass cone 
(made of paper coated with glass 'micro
sphere' damping). Focal's familiar inverted- 
dome tweeter has a 25mm alloy diaphragm, 
driven by a rather smaller voice coil. It's 
mounted in a rigid L-shaped cast chassis at the 
top edge of the enclosure, unobstructed by a 

visually rather striking V-shaped grille; a small 
optional protective mesh is supplied.
A front port provides bass reflex loading and 
signal is applied via a single terminal pair

SOUND QUALITY
Positioning is important here. The 706V likes 
some assistance from a nearby wall, but can 
get to sound too heavy if placed too close. 
Having got the positioning right, the speaker 
really starts to punch out of its class. It's still 
an inexpensive speaker at heart, but within its 
modest performance envelope it does very 
little wrong and many things rather well.

The overall tonal balance is very well-Judged 
and essentially neutral, while the fact that its 
main driver and box are significantly larger 
than the group give it a real head start in 
terms of dynamic expression and vigour, as 
well as a greater comfort zone when the 
volume is turned up.

Voices have good integrity and coherence, 
with no unpleasant forwardness or 'shouty' 
tendencies and there's little evidence of 
unwelcome time-smear. The bass is agile, 
communicating rhythms and tonal 
subtleties rather well, as well as the 
intentions of the musicians.

The top end is sweet, delicate and airy - 
never unnecessarily drawing attention to 
itself, yet delivering plenty of fine detail.

Although it's not our normal policy to return 
to models that have previously been covered 
in an Ultimate Croup Test, as a one-off, the 
exercise is interesting and it's encouraging 
that the 706V has very much repeated its 
earlier success this time around. HFC

LAB REPORT
Focal still claims an ambitious 90dB sensitivity 
for this model and we still get a much more 
realistic 88dB, though this remains a very 
respectable figure, especially in the context of a 
load that stays above 5 ohms throughout and 
respectable bass output down to 38Hz.
Interestingly, the evidence of our latest samples is 
that the bass end is now a little better damped 
than before. The port tuning frequency is 43Hz, 
and the pair match was rather good.

Measured under in-room fair-field conditions, 
the 'power' frequency response is very well 
ordered from l OOHz up to the limit of audibility, 
with just a little restraint at 3-SkHz. Care needs 
to be taken with positioning, as the bottom end is 
rather dry with the speakers clear of walls, and a 
little too strong when placed close to a wall: a 
30-40cm gap gave the best overall results under 
our test conditions.

HOW IT COMPARES

SPECIFICATIONS
Rated

90dB

8/3 6 ohi mis

55Hl

Actual

88d8
8/6 oli mis

27Hl

Measurement
Sensitivity Ji 1m/2 83V

Impedarce rnominal/mimimum)

Estimated bass ertension (6ddB)

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
^(;tt.£4

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

Classy drive units and an 
effective, if rather 
prosaically finished 
enclosure delivers an 
impressively neutral tonality 
with little trace of boxiness. 
Good dynamic behaviour 
for a speaker of its price.

HIFI ^^
★ ★★★★
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Loudspeakers .£300•.£400 [ Ultimate Group Test ].£400 per pair 1: 01707 278100 {;£ www.infinityspeaker.com

INFINITY CLASSIA C205Unusual styling distinguishes this new Infinity from the herd

I
nfinity is a stablemate of the even more 
famous JBL brand and both of them 
operate under the large and well resourced 
Harman International umbrella. While the two 
brands operate largely independently, one 

occasionally notices evidence of similar 
thinking. Although several JBLs have come our 
way recently, this is actually the first Infinity to 
come in for Hi-Fi Choice scrutiny in more than 
five years.

That may well be because the Classia series 
is new, even if some of the ingredients seem 
somewhat familiar. What is certain, is that the 
styling and presentation, inspired by the 
Cascade series, are totally radical.

This little £400 per pair C205 two-way 
standmount comes in two versions. Both have 
painted near-black front, back and sides, 
deeply inscribed with vertical grooves giving a 
striped effect. The enclosure is slightly tapered, 
so that the rear is a little narrower at the back, 
and the rear vertical edges are post-formed.

The most striking feature is the top, which is 
oversize, shaped and strongly tilted downwards 
towards the front. This does, of course, mean 
you can't put things (like the post) on the top, 
as they just slide offl On our sample this is 
finished in high-gloss black, though cherry 
real- wood veneer is also available. An oversize 
black grille, decorated top and bottom with 
shiny metal strips, nestles against the bottom 
edge of the oversize top. The back panel has 
two mounting lugs that can fit over screw 
heads protruding from a wall, so close-to-wall 
siting is clearly indicated.

The l33mm bass/mid driver has a deep- 
anodised alloy cone/dome diaphragm 95mm 

in diameter. Infinity calls this a CMMD 
(Ceramic Metal Matrix Diaphragm), as the 
anodising process provides a thick oxide skin 
over the alloy substrate, considerably 
increasing stiffness. The 25mm tweeter also 
has a CMMD diaphragm and is front-loaded by 
a waveguide. A port sits alongside the drivers.

SOUND QUALITY

Close-to-wall placement provides just about 
the right amount of bass reinforcement here, 
giving a fine overall balance with quite good 
smoothness and plenty of warmth and richness 
too, even though ultimate bass weight and 
scale is inevitably limited.

Stereo imaging is pretty good, with some 
evidence of depth perspectives, but the overall 
sound is rather restrained, giving a rather 
matter-of-fact delivery.

The bass certainly impresses on first 
acquaintance, because it's essentially smooth 
and warm, delivering a good impression of 
solidity and a surprisingly effective impression 
of size and spaciousness. But dynamic 
authority is a bit weak, the dynamic range is 
only competent and the overall sonic effect is 
just a bit lazy.

Fed with relatively undemanding material, 
such as AV sources where the moving picture 
tends to dominate the perception, the C205 
delivers eminently satisfactory results - clean, 
evenhanded and smooth, with little evident 
coloration and low distortion. But with 
audio-only music sources, a mild degree 
of congestion and thickening plus a limited 
dynamic incisiveness does tend to dilute 
the experience. HFC

LAB REPORT
The back of this speaker has mounting lugs to 
hang it on a wall, so it's fair to assume it's 
intended for close-to-wall positioning, and it 
does indeed show a fine bass alignment under 
these conditions. Indeed, the overall in-room 
far-field 'power' response stays within impressive 
+/ -4dB limits right across the audio band.

Within that overall range, the two octaves 
50-200Hz are a little strong, the subsequent 
zone (200-600Hz) a little lean, while the upper 
midband (800Hz-1.2kHz) is a trifle prominent. 
The treble looks slightly restrained above 
1.SkHz, but is very well controlled.

Infinity claims a sensitivity of BBdB, which 
seems rather optimistic: our figure is more like 
86dB, which is respectable enough considering 
the impedance is an easy-to^rive 6+ ohms 
throughout. The pair-match looked very good, 
and the port here is tuned to a fairly high SS Hz.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Sensitivity » -20%

2] Bass extension » -10%

3] Ease of drive » -10%

4] Overall frequency balance » -10%

5] Response smoothness » 0%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual
Sensitivity @ l m/2 83V 88dB I 86dB

Impedance ■ 8/ ■ ohms 8/6 ohms

Estimated bassextension ( 6dB) SS Hz 40Hz

VERDICT
SOUND
****
PRACTICALILITY

*****
BUILD
****
VALUE
****

Strikingly unusual styling 
gives this little speaker its 
own uniquely attractive 
appeal. The sound quality is 
exceptionally well-balanced, 
with low coloration and fine 
imaging, but dynamic 
expression is a little weak.

HI-HCHOICEsco“LL
★ ★★★★
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Loudspeakers £300-.£400 [Ultimate Group Test]

£398 per pair s 01702 333071 .£4? www.rega.co.uk

REGARS1
A radical new tweeter lies at the heart of Rega's new RS range

B

R
ega might have started out as a vinyl 
turntable specialist, beloved of those 
with limited means who put musical 
performance ahead of hype, but the company 
has moved steadily into all types of hi-fi 

components, usually with products that 
combine considerable innovation with 
affordable pricetags.

This £398 RSl looks almost identical to the 
Rl we reviewed some four years ago (HFC 
269) and as before, it's the smallest, the most 
conventional and the only standmount in the 
range. Indeed, this simple two-way can also be 
seen as a direct descendant of Rega's earlier 
Kyte and Ara models.

Although the new model has undergone 
other subtle changes, the RS l differs from the 
Rl in two key areas: its gone up by £100; and 
it now incorporates Rega's radical new tweeter.

Coping with the rear radiation generated 
behind a tweeter's dome diaphragm has been 
an issue with speaker designers for years. 
Many drill a hole through the polepiece to 
avoid pressure build-up, but Rega has gone 
much further by drilling most of the polepiece 
out and leaving just a thin cylinder of metal 
instead of the usual thick rod. By using 
powerful magnets, Rega's l 9mm tweeter now 
has a l 6mm-diameter hole through its 
polepiece, so the fabric dome effectively 
operates in free air and the rearward radiation 
passes through the motor into a generous 
cavity, shaped to avoid reflections.

For the rest, this unusually slim speaker 
comes with decent-quality real-wood veneer on 
all six faces, as well as neatly rebated drivers 
and the grille removed. Bass and midrange 

duties are handled by Rega's well-established 
RR125 main driver, a cast-alloy chassis 135mm 
unit with a solid central phase plug and a 
90mm paper cone, driven from a 19mm voice 
coil. Though slim, the enclosure is quite deep, 
and is loaded by a rear port tuned to 63Hz.

SOUND QUALITY
The measurements had already demonstrated 
that the RSl has a very good bass alignment 
for close-to-wall siting, though they also 
showed an associated mild lack of upper bass 
output. Combine this with quite strong output 
through the upper mid and treble and the net 
result emphasises the speaker's best features 
- it's lively, dynamic and exciting especially 
witth vocals and higher register instruments.

The result is a beautifully coherent and 
exceptionally informative speaker, but with a 
rather lightweight character. It sounds 
wonderful with Alison Krauss, but a little 
under-nourished when playing bass-rich 
material like Fatboy Slim or The Prodigy. That 
said, it might be lightweight, but the RSl 's 
bottom end is very clean and agile, delivering 
an impressive amount of musical detail.

Although the RSl worked very well in our 
quite large room, it seems very likely that it 
might have delivered an even better overall 
balance in a rather smaller room, which would 
probably have imbued the sound with a bit 
more authority and warmth

However, the mid and top have the sort of 
delicacy, dynamic vigour and expression that 
can put many far more costly speakers to 
shame and unquestionably ensure the RSl 
deserves its Best Buy rating. HFC

LAB REPORT
It's particularly interesting to compare the 
findings of the RSl with those for its Rl 
predecessor, as there's actually not a lot of 
difference between the two. Indeed, the only real 
change in the far-field frequency balance is that 
the upper midband is rather stronger between 
450Hz and l.SkHz, which is all to the good as it 
means that the top end, above 2kHz, is no longer 
so obviously exposed.

With the port tuned to a relatively high 
63Hz, the bass end is very well aligned for 
close-to-wall siting. Under our room conditions 
it delivers decent output down to around 45Hz, 
alongside a very easy amplifier load that stays 
mostly above 8 ohms. Rega quotes: "(Approx) 
90dB" sensitivity; variations with frequency and 
measurement conditions mean it's never possible 
to be exact here, but our own approximation 
is just 88dB.

HOW IT COMPARES

1) Sensitivity » +20%

2) Bass extension » -20%

3) Ease of drive » +20%

4) Overall frequency balance » -10%

5) Response smoothness » -10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual
Sensitivity (a; l m/2.83V 90d8 88d8

Impedance (nominal/minimum) 8/ns ohms 8/6 ohms

Estimated bass extension (-GdB) ns 23Hz

This clever close-to-wall 
speaker has fine coherence 
and good communication 
skills. It somehow manages 
to sound much bigger than 
it looks, although the bass 
can get a bit unruly and 
voices have some coloration.

VERDICT
SOUND
*****
PEACTCALI.£
*****
BUILD
*****
VALUE
*****

HIFICHOII;??^11
★ ★★★★
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a state-of-the-art 
- valve topology

a original circuit designs numerous proprietary 
w ensure shorter paths “ parts used throughout

H o V A N D

Acoustic System 
Ascendo 
Ayon Audio 
BAT 
Boulder 
Canor 
Coda 
Copulare 
EBEN
Exemplar Audio 
Furutech 
Hansen Audio

Hovland 
Kharma 
LSA Audio 
NoSpike LSU 
Lumley 

Mastersound 
Music Tools 
Nakamichi Niro 
Soundlab 
Tenor Audio 
VHus Audio 
YG Acoustics

For superlative reviews of our products, 
please dial Into our web site.

. custom wire provides 
' perfect signal transfer

Hovland designs and manufactures 
audio products to accurately convey 
the passion of music. Their goal is to 

communicate the heart and expression 
of the recording artist. while drawing 
the audience into a dimensional and 

revealing musical event.

The Hovland team has spent over 25 
years researching and comparing circuit 
topologies while continuously evaluating 

the audible differences among every 
passive and active part. Each design 

contains original circuits. numerous 
proprietary parts. and custom wire. All of 
these elements - working together - have 

been critically selected and refined.

When you audition a Hovland product 
you will discover worid-class components 

of truly enduring value.

metropolis music
Tel: +44 (OJ 1435 867 438

www.metropolis-music.co.uk

SUPRACables
Supra Sword interconnect cables are 
now available - factory terminated with 
either locking phono or XLR plugs.

The matching Sword speaker cables 
also available. Call us for details or 
simply download our NEW 2009 
catalogue:

http://www.jenving.se/download. htm

Our 2009 range includes:

* HF100 - HDMI (v1.3) I DVI digital video cables

* ZAC & X-ZAC - fibre optic cables

* AnCo & Trico - co-ax digital cables

* FS & AV6 - scart cables
* AnCo - TV, FM, DAB aerial cables

* DUAL & EFF-IX- analogue cables

This months featured product: 

LoRad 6 way Surge Protected UK 
Mains Block and LoRad UK>IEC 
shielded mains cable (in lengths 

from: 1m, 1.5m, 2m or 4m)

• AV3 & AnCo - component video cables
* LoRad shielded mains cable

* LoRad 6 way surge protected UK mains block

* Classic, Rondo and Ply - speaker cables

* Sword - analogue and speaker cables 

.... as well as connectors and accessories

SAVE £20 (off total price, if 

one of each purchased together) 

eg 
Block + 1m cable = £169.99 

(normally £189.99) 

Block + 2m cable = £179.99 

(normally £199.99)

Available now 

through selected 

specialist hi-fi and 

audio-visual retailers.

Made in Sweden by 

Jenving Technology AB 

S-459 91 Ljungskile, Sweden 

email: supra@jenving.se 

web: wwww.jenving.se 

We are a licensed HDMI 

Adoptor manufacturer

Supra Cables are available from all good 

hi-fi and home cinema stores in 38 countries 

around the world.

Homi ■ CUSTOM■ tLECTHONK:
■ DtSrGN* MemberV AVSTAtl AbCNJ ASSOCIATION

For UK customers who require more details or to 

request a brochure pack containing stockists & price 

information, please contact:

Brochure line: 01223 441 299
Email: info@supracables.co.uk
Website: www.supracables.co.uk/hfc.html

http://www.metropolis-music.co.uk
http://www.jenving.se/download
mailto:supra@jenving.se
wwww.jenving.se
mailto:info@supracables.co.uk
http://www.supracables.co.uk/hfc.html


Loudspeakers £300^.£400 [Ultimate Group Test]

£345 per pair m 01236 420199 €i) www.tannoy.com

TANNOY REVOLUTION DC4
Tiny Tannoy aims for revolutionary sound quality

T
he most famous name in British sound reproduction, Tannoy is better known for its historically large PA and Prestige series loudspeakers than models as tiny as this Revolution DC4. However, the company, currently part of the Danish ProAudio TC Group, has always sought to cover all possible speaker bases, mostly with variations on its long-standing proprietary Dual Concentric drive unit technology.I n their smallest iterations yet, these little lOOmm DC drivers are key elements in Tannoy's new Revolution and Revolution Signature ranges. Indeed, versions of this same basic drive unit first appeared in Tannoy's even smaller Arena AV satellite speakers and subsequently appeared in HFC 306 and partnered by an extra bass driver in the Revolution DC4T floorstander (HFC 316).Now it's the turn of the baby in the line-up, the £349 Revolution DC4, a tiny 3.4 litre standmount with just a solitary lOOmm Dual Concentric driver in a ported, tapered subminiature enclosure.The speakers are finished in real wood veneer, with the choice of 'light oak' or dark 'espresso' options. The enclosure back is narrower than the front, so parallel sides are avoided, giving a trapezoidal plan section. The alloy trim used on the front port of the Signatures is here replaced by a simple untrimmed rear port. And the fifth driver-frame earthing terminal has been left out of this less costly model.The driver has a cone area around 80mm in diameter, roughly two-thirds of those used in the l30mm units most commonly found in 

miniature speakers.. The driver's coated paper cone diaphragm is driven by a 33mm voice coil, while the tweeter has a 19mm titanium dome, hidden down the tulip waveguide horn.The outside edge of the drive unit has a shiny trim ring, while the grille is held by magnets hidden beneath the veneer. Twin terminal pairs provide bi-wire or bi-amp options and the internal components have been specifically selected for sound quality.
SOUND QUALITYFinding the right place to put these little Tannoys took quite a bit of effort, partly because the best siting turned out to be rather unexpected. You might expect a speaker this small to work well close to a wall, but results were unpromising.Surprisingly, best results were found with the speakers about 45cm out and on 60cm stands. Now the little DC4 was able to show what it could do, which might be rather limited in terms of bass weight and extension and also dynamic grip and expression, but is essentially very well-balanced, nicely coherent and also quite smooth. As such, it's capable of delivering an attractively neutral and open sound with good stereo imaging,I t's pretty effective at dealing with relatively undemanding, simple material - speech, small acoustic combos and suchlike. What it doesn't do is cope with large scale orchestral, or the organ in a medieval cathedral.The DC4 doesn't do quite enough on its own, but its progressive rolloff below 90Hz looks perfect for marrying up nicely with a sub. Then it will start to make real sense. HFC

LAB REPORT |
Trying to find the best places to site these 
tiny loudspeakers proved quite a challenge. 
Close-to^wall simply didn't work, boosting the 
lower midband rather than the bass. Free space 
simply lacked a substantial amount of bass 
below 150Hz. However, placing the speakers 
45cm out from the wall gave a real result, 
delivering an in-room power response that 
stayed within +/-4dB from 65Hz up to 14kHz - 
not bad for a tiddler. Bass extension is inevitably 
limited, not only because of the small driver, 
but also because the port is tuned to a 
high 90Hz.

We're not sure where Tannoy gets an 89dB 
sensitivity rating from - B6dB is closer to the 
mark under our measurement regime, though 
happily the impedance is an easy 8 ohm load. 
However, it was disappointing to find a poor 
impedance match between our two samples.

HOW IT COMPARES

11 Sensitivity » -20%

2] Bass extension >> -40%

31 Ease of drive » 0%

41 Overall frequency balance »-30%o

51 Response smoothness » 0%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement Rated Actual
Www;'"/ y ! 283 83\1 89dB 86dB
Impedance Inominal/minimum) I 8/ns ohms 8/6 ohms
Estimated bib) extension { -6dB) I GBHl I 60Hz

VERDICT
SOUND

***'sr^
^^CALITY

BUILD

*****
VALUE

****

This attractive-looking, 
loudspeaker is capable of a 
coherent sound with low 
coloration and good 
imaging. But bass is so 
restricted, it needs a 
subwoofer to supply the 
missing bottom octaves.

HIRCHOICEscoSê“
★ ★★★★
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[Ultimate Group Test] Loudspeakers £300£400

CONCLUSIONS
These exceptional standmounts all have something to offer but one rises above the rest

A
lthough this group is 
relatively inexpensive, it 
doesn't lack originality.

Sure, all are port-loaded two-way 
standmounts with fairly small 
enclosures and bass/mid drive 
units. But it's a well-tried formula 
and one which is often capable 
of delivering fine sound quality 
and performance from a compact, 
cost- effective package, especially 
when the bass is boosted by 
close-to-wall positioning.

Naturally there are some 
limitations, but that's true of all 
l oudspeaker systems to some 

extent. These small examples 
are likely to show some lack of 
deep bass grunt, weight and 
scale and also some limitation 
in dynamic grip and expression. 
Close-to-wall siting does 
somewhat constrain stereo 
depth, but the bass end remains 
free from boom and there's very 
little enclosure to add coloration. 
And if a small main driver 
inevitably has limited bass 
grunt, it more than makes up 
for it by performing better 
than larger drivers towards the 
top of its range: in the vital 

presence region where the 
crossover transition takes place, 
for example.

The Tannoy Revolution DC4 is 
the smallest in our group and a 
little too small for use without 
some subwoofer assistance: the 
DC4T 'Tower' version with its 
extra bass driver is an altogether 
better bet.

There's not much difference in 
size between the Audio Pro, the 
Dali, the Infinity and the Rega, so 
their performances are pretty 
similar, though there are obvious 
differences in sonic character.

The Avanti A.10 is a fine 
all-rounder, if a little forward 
in the midband, whereas 
Dai i's Lektor 2 is much more 
restrained and shut in. The 
I nfinity Classia C205 has an 
appealing warmth, but is also 
a little bland, while the Rega, 
on the other hand, sounds open 
and dynamically exciting, if a 
l ittle lightweight. Focal's Chorus 
706V is a little larger than the 
others,so needs more care in 
room placement, but also brings 
some benefits in loudness 
capability and grip. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

AMPLIFIERS

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR 740A £500

Ticks all the boxes for imaging detail, 
bass and access to the music.

CREEK EVO £500

Could be more accurate, but its energetic 
musical presentation is very persuasive.

CD PLAYERS
ARCAM CD17 £500

Its radical CD platform delivers a sound 
that's civilised and musically convincing.

REGA APOLLO £598

Ahead of its price class. this top-loader 
has clean and coherent top end detail.

» Floor-coupling spikes should have 
tight lock-nuts, but don't over-tighten 
these or you'll strip the socket threads. 
» Finding the right place to put the 
loudspeakers acoustically is very 
important Do take the time and 
trouble experimenting.

» Moving a speaker from a free space 
location until it's close to a wall will 
substantially boost the mid-bass.
» Expect speakers to improve steadily 
over the first 100 hours or so.
» Use decent speaker cable, if you 
want your system to perform at its best

LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE

MAKE 

MODEL

AudioPro

Avanti A10

Oali 

^^r

focal

Choms 706V

Infinity 

Classia C205

Rega 

RSI

Tanney

Revolution OC4

PRICE £350 £299 £389 £400 £398 £345

SOUND ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★

PRACTICALITY ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★

BUILD ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★

VALUE ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★
OVERALL ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** *****

CONCLUSION Stylish-shaped enclosure, 
wood veneer and a very 
well-balanced sound at 
a sharp price

Classic Dali ingredients in 
a cost.effective enclosure, 
although it sounds a bit 
shut in

Bigger than the others, 
with a correspondingly 
more muscular sound, 
dynamically speaking

Unique and unusual 
styling; clos^^all sound 
quality is wann and even, 
if a bit bland

Very expressive through 
the midband and treble, 
if a bit light on body 
and weight

Nice mid/treble 
coherence, but needs 
some extra bass weight 
and scale

KEY FEATURES

SIZE ^xHxDl 19x29x26cm 31xl7.6xllcm 22.2x39x24.8cm 19x38.4 x23.5cm 1Sx32x23.6cm 15.2x27xl6.2cm

DRMRCONFIG 2-way 2"«ay 2way 2"Way 2way 2way

MAIN DRIVER SlZE(Sl lx130mm lxl30mm lx165mm lxl30mm lxl30mm IxllSmm

STAND/ FLOOR Stand Stand Stand Stand Stand Stand

CABINET RNISH Real wood Vinyl Vinyl Gloss and matt paint Real wood real wwo

BI-WIRE No No No No No Yes

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • G = GOOD • A = AVERAGE * P = POOR

SENSITIVITY 87d8A 86dB P 88d8 G 86d8 P 88d8G 86d8 P

EST. BASS EXTENSION 38HzA 35HzA 27HzA 40HzP 42Hz P 60Hz P

IMf^^  ̂(WM/MIN) 8/6 ohms G 8/6 ohms G 8/6 ohms A 8/6ohmsG 8/6 ohmsG 8/6 ohmsG

FREQUENCY M^ +20% G 0%A +30% G •10%A •10%A ■30%P

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS +10% G •20% P +20%A 0%A •10% A 0% A
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SOUND & VISION

the experts in home entertainment
When you buy from Sevenoaks you are buying from one 
of the biggest, longest established and most trusted Hi-Fi / 
Home Cinema retailers in the UK.
We have been making home entertainment come 
alive for customers for more than 35 years now. With a 
national network of stores and a hard-won reputation 
for outstanding customer service we are confident that 
we can do the same for you.
Ultimately, our stated aim is quite simple... to offer a 
total home entertainment solution, no matter what the 
customer's need.

The philosophy behind Sevenoaks Sound & Vision is simple, customer-focused and hasn't 
changed since the day the company started. When you shop at Sevenoaks we guarantee you:-

• Superb customer service, including after-sales care and attention to detail.
• An unrivalled product range, with every leading manufacturer in stock and impartial advice on offer.
• Knowledgeable staff that are highly trained, dedicated to customer service and have a genuine passion 

for home entertainment.
• Demonstration facilities in every store, offering pleasant and comfortable surroundings to test high- 

performance products in a home-like environment.
• Competitive prices across the whole range of products stocked.
• Leading edge expertise in bespoke design and Installation with Cedia qualified staff in many stores.

Purchase ANY Arcam, Cyrus, Marantz or Primate hi-fi 
amplifier at RRP or ANY Yamaha, Onkyo, Denon or Pioneer 

AV receiver/amplifier at RRP and CLAIM up to

the RRP of the loudspeakers of your choice*
* Max RRP of loudspeakers £1500, Subject to availability. Most, but not all, brands included. Offer valid until 06/05/2009.

Not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWA00). Participating stores only. E80E.

Don't need loudspeakers? There are great deals on Hi-Fi and AV amplifiers and 
receivers purchased on their own too! Visit www.SSAV.com for more offers

BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE*

* Some brands/products are not available at all stores - please confirm before travelling

Acoustic Energy Beyer Dynamic Draper KEF Michell Optoma Project Roksan Sonos Spendor
Arcam Chord Company Escient Linn Monitor Audio Panasonic Q Acoustics Rotel Sony Stewart Screens

Artcoustic Chord Electronics Goldring Loewe Musical Fidelity Pioneer QED Samsung Sound Org Teac
Atacama Cyrus Grado Logitech Nevo Pixel Magic Quad Sennheiser Sound Style Toshiba
Audiolab Da-Lite In Focus Marantz Onkyo PMC Quadraspire Sharp SpeakerCraft Van Den Hui

B&W Denon Ixos Meridian Optimum Primare REL Sim2 Spectral Yamaha

news, the latest offers and more at www.SSAV.com

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


S E V E N 0 a < S
SOUND & VISION

the experts in home entertainment
Home Cinema
&Hi-FiFrom a struforittcr watd high definition ^-jh-./eenTV to a 1080p projector, from a DVD Recorder to 
a complete Blu-Ray based solution, 
we can offer every conceivable flavour of Home Cinema and Hi-Fi.Choosing omponer. t$/sy stem $ 
that will 'gel'together correctly in your home is no easy task but our 
vastly experienced staff do it day in, day out so let us help.

And with demonstration rooms in every store, you're positively encouraged to bring in your favourite discs or hook up your 
MP3 player to give a system a thorough workout before you buy.

LCD & PLASMA SCREENS HOME CINEMA SEPARATES

HI-FI SEPARATES

Cyrus NEWFollowing the remarkable'Servo Evolution'CD players, Cyrus has introduced a new range of amplifiers. Featuring circuitry developed for its DAC XP. the 8 XP d and Pre XP 
d include digital inputs - ideal for playing music stored on your computer - while the entry model, 6 XP, is based on the 8 XP but without the digital option. These new moOels also includes two-zone multiroom capability.

Pro-Ject TurntablesPro-ject's excellent range includes the multi award-winning Debut versions include Debut USS - ideal for converting your favourite tracks to your iPod and Debut colour - available in finishes to suit any decor.

AWARDS aOOB These screens 
from Pioneer 
are1080pHD 
ready and 
feature KURO 
technology for 
the deepest 
blacks

Onkyo NEW

Genie 2
The new Genie 2 
is an ideal choice 
for vinyl lovers on 
a budget.

Marantz CD6002 & PM6002

Pioneer G9 KURO Series Plasma TVs 
50 & 60 inch models. Full 1080p HD ready.

amplifier from 
Marantz 
gives true 
high-end 
performance 
and represents 
outstanding 
value for money.

Ü
AWARDS 2008

Samsung NEW
New range includes both full 1080p LCD and LED models.

"This new 42" Plasma TV impresses 
with its convincingly neutral colour 
palette and deep black tones"

SXED TX P42X10B APRIL2009

Panasonic VIERA NEW
Panasonic's new 2009 range includes plasma and LCD, full 
1080p HD ready, freesat and a variety of screen sizes.

DLP PROJECTORS

Want a bigger picture? Then a full 1080p projector and 
screen could be the answer.
Sim2
Grand Cinema 
HT380This award-winning projector has to be seen to be believed.

InFocus IN80, IN81, IN82 & IN83For an unforgettable experience, fire up an InFocus projector and start playing BIG movies, TV and games.

Yamaha —The DSP-AX863SE AV amplifier features full support for HD audio formats ensuring maximum enjoyment of all high definition sources. Also available is the award-winning DSP-AX763 and the flagship DSP-Zl 1 at selected stores .

DenonThe range includes the award-winning Oenon DVOl 940 DVD player and outstanding AV amplifiers and receivers including the new AVR-1909 and AVC-1HD.
BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS

Panasonic DMP-BD35Conforming to BO profile 2.0 this player delivers outstanding picture and sound quality.

Pioneer BDP-LX71View film exactly as the filmmakers intended; in breathtaking 1080p resolution, at 24 frames per second with Pioneer's new BDP-LX71.

Denon DVD-2500BT BLU-RAYTRANSPORTFor faithful transmission of Full HD video and HD audio signals bringing out the full quality of film.

Roksan Kandy K2Roksan replaces its hugely successful Kandy series withthe Kandy TV amplifier and matching CD player. Arcam FMJ SeriesCombining sleek design, flexible connectivity and a level of reproduction far beyond that of budget separates systems.
LOUDSPEAKERS

B&W 600 Series 
The fourth generation of 
the 600 series features new 
drive units, crossovers and 
a whole new design.

B&W MiniTheatre 
MT30
Award-winning 5.1 
speaker system available 
in silver, black or white.

E322TS3
M« MAM« «*UL*M

Dali Lektor NEW Dali complements its range with the Lektor 2. Only slightly larger than the award-winning Lektor 1, this new model represents outstanding value.

Monitor AudioWith a choice of sizes and finishes, there's a Monitor Audio speaker ro complement any 
system Ranges include Bronze BR. Silver RS, Gold Signature, new Radius HD and the flagship Platinum.

Q Acoustics
1010i5.1
Smart styling 
complements the 
Q Acoustics'award
winning performance.

Radius HD
A new decor matching 
range of ultra-compact 
sub/sat speakers replacing 
the highly acclaimed 
Radius.

The A5 offers exceptional performance in relation to its compaa dimensions. New drive units ensure dear and natural mid-range and beautifully open treble. 
The A6 utilises technology developed whilst developing the ST loudspeaker with its asymmetrically sculptured tweeter faceplate and refined 18cm bass/mid driver.

SKMXMASSA6
HBÄUARY2OO9

2
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ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

Denon D-M37DAB
Denon's micro systems are back. This award-winning : 
model, available in silver or black, features a CD player, , 
capable of reading MP3 and WMA discs. a DAB tuner, 30W : 
amplifier and optional SC-M37 speakers

Arcam Solo Mini
Award-winning integrated 
CD, Radio and Amplifier with 
iPod control via optional 
rlead/rDock

Teac
Reference Series 380
This new three component 
system's strong feature set 
i ncludes DAB/DAB+ and WIFI 
Internet Radio, MP3 playback 
from CD or via a front-mounted 
USB socket, an optional iPod 
dock, high-quafity circuitry, 
tone and balance controls and 
CO Direct functionEssential Accessories

At Sevenoaks, accessories are not an afterthought. 
Our staff can demonstrate the difference the right 
accessories can make to your listening and viewing 
experience.

ACCESSORIESINCLUDE: SOUNDSTYLeO GRADO 1 ’

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO

Logitech
Squeezebox Duet
With Squeezebox™ Duet, you 
can listen to the music you love 
in any room of your home. This 
smart, wireless player delivers 
your entire music collection to 
your stereo. The controller then 
makes it easy to browse, select 
and play.

SPECIAL OFFERS
HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL OFFERS.

VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM FOR MORE OFFERS AND OUR LATEST PRICES!

MARANTZ
CD6002 CD PLAYER (SILVER)
PM6002 AMPLIFIER (SILVER)
MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE BRl SPEAKERS

£549
CHANGE SPEAKERS TO DALI LEKTOR 1 £649

CD6002 & PM6002 also 
available in black at extra 
cost For our latest prices 

visit www3sav.com

B&W
Zeppelin
This award-winning 
iPoO docking station 
ticks all the boxes: 
it's beautiful, solid as 
a rock and sounds 
amazing!

Sonos
This multi^room digital music system lets you play your 
favourite tunes all over the house - and control them from 
the palm of your hand. You can even play different songs in

ONKYO DV-SP406
DVD PLAYER
YAMAHA DSP-AX763
AV AMPLIFIER
KEF KHTl 005.2
AV SPEAKER PACKAGE

£699
CHANGE SPEAKERS TO Q ACOUSTICS 1010Ì £879

PIONEER PDP-LXS090
50" PLASMA TV_ _  £1599 ^^ 

when purchased together with other 
AV components worth at least £2500

Price on its own - Visit www.SSAV.com

DENON DVD-2500BT
BLU-RAY DISC TRANSPORT 
£669 £699 

(SILVER) (BLACK) 

disi
PANASONIC DMP-BD35

BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER
£189

OR LESS! - Visit www.SSAV.com
dna

PIONEER BDP-51 FD
BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER

£349
OR LESS! - Visit www.SSAV.com

dan
DENON AVR-1909

AV RECEIVER
KEF KHT2005.3 AV SPEAKERS

£949
dua

ONKYO TX-SR606
AV RECEIVER

KEF KHT300SSE AV SPEAKERS
£1199
daa

YAMAHA DSP-AX763
AV AMPLIFIER 

B&W 685 THEATRE AV SPEAKERS 
£1349 
daa

ARCAM SOLO MINI 
CD/DAB SYSTEM

MONITOR AUDIO BRONZE BR1 
SPEAKERS WORTH £180 FREE 

£749 daa
DENON D-M37 CD/DAB SYSTEM 

MONITOR AUDIO 
BRONZE BR1 SPEAKERS 

£349
OR LESS! - Visit www.SSAV.com

ensa

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASES!

As many products are imported and 
the pound has weakened again, we are 
experiencing the biggest price increases 

in living memory - typically 10-30%!

Buy now while many products are still 
at pre-increase prices - delay and you'll 
miss a bargain. For our latest prices visit

WWW.SSAV.COM

Stores 
Nationwide
All Sevenoaks stores stock 
a wide range of products, 
have comfortable dem
onstration rooms, provide 
first-class customer serv
ice and can deliver and 
install your purchase.

Custom 
Installation
Stores with Cedia quali
fied staff can also provide 
a bespoke design and 
installation service. They 
have unrivalled expertise 
in all areas of home 
automation and can dem
onstrate a wide range of 
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Former Hi-Fi Choice editor 
Paulis «„y regarded 
:: the uk s t^rorbess 
loudspeaker expert and is 
on hand to answer your 
speaker questions.

Richard is a professional 
musician and recording 
engineer and a highly 
krrowsdpeablc hi-fi anaivyt 
to ^t If your question is 
technical, he's your man.

With more than 40 years 
as an enthusiast under his 
belt Jimmy is one of the 
country's best-known hi-fi 
experts He's also 
'Mr.Tweakerr.

ASKUSCot a burning hi-fi question? Find the answer here...

Send your queries to:
Jason Kennedy, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Ba/combe Street, London NW1 
6NW Or email your queries to jason.kennedy@futurenet.com

Former editor of Hi-Fi 
Review Malcolm
was one of the best-known 
and most outspoken 
reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. Still going strong, he 
only writes for Hi-Fi Choice.

Alvin has been writng 
about his obsession for 
more than 25 years. He 
has expertise across all 
product types and despite 
the photo is 'happy to be 
of service'.

Jason Kennedy was 
a former editor of 
Hi-Fi Choice and spent an 
¡ixisdiWe 17 years on rhe 
title. Now he's back as 
HFC's Operations Editor 
and loves giving advice.

Cable confusion

I'm trying to get new interconnects and 
speaker cables for a system consisting 
of a Cyrus CD6S CD player and FM7.5 
tuner, Musical Fidelity X-A 1 amplifier 
and Bowers&Wilkins 602S3 speakers.
I don't want too much bass, any ideas7 
I was thinking Chord Chameleon Silver 
Plus, Nordost Blue Heaven, DNM Solid 
Core, Kimber Timbre or Crystal CU for 
interconnect. For speaker cable there is 
Chord Carnival Silver Screen, OED Silver 
Anniversary XT or Kimber 4PR or 4VS. 
Help I'm confused'

Boatma HFC Forum

HFC As a general rule we would 
recommend that you go for interconnect 
and speaker cable from the same company, 
that way you can be fairly confident 
that both links will have the same 
characteristics. If you want a lean bottom 
end the DNM Solid Core cables might be 
best but, although cables do exhibit tonal 
characteristics, its their ability to resolve 
detail that is important We recommend 
that you control the amount of bass in the 
balance by adjusting the placement 
of speakers and buy cables that will 
give you the best sound for your money. 
Of the options you mention, the Kimber 
and Chord would be our top choices, 
but the DNM is very good value and times 
extremely well.

Ruark style

I have had a pair of Ruark Templar speakers 
for ten years and whilst I have enjoyed them 
over the period, I would like to replace them 
with something more capable. However, my 
wife flatly refuses to consider any other 
speaker because she like the styling of the 
Ruarks so much.

My question is, therefore, are there any 
alternative speakers with a better sonic 
performance, but with the same compact and 
handsome appearance? I use a Meridian 507 
CD player and AVI Lab series amplifier.

Phil Evans via email

HFC The Templar is no longer made by 
Ruark,but if you like the look and sound of 
that model then the current Talisman Ill is a 
worthy successor. It's slightly larger, but only 
a few centimetres higher and wider and 
would probably sit happily in place of the 
speakers you have. We found it slightly lean 
in the bass, but with a good sense of pace 
and a smooth, clean balance.

If your wife can cope with something of 
a similar size to the Templar, but with more 
contemporary styling, we can recommend 
PMC's compact floorstander the GBl i. This 
is a rather more capable speaker than its 
diminutive scale would suggest and will 
deliver a fine result with your electronics.

Can do

I'm thinking about spending some money on 
a decent headphone set-up. I won't be buying 
everything in one go, but progressively, as 
and when I have enough money. I'm thinking 
of creating a headphone set-up because, (a) 
I live in a first floor flat and find myself 
increasingly using my headphones in the 
evening and (b), I've become so disillusioned 
with the price of high-end equipment. I've 
come to the conclusion I'll never be able to 
save up for, or at least put together a 
significant deposit towards my next upgrade, 
so I might as well spend the money on 
something I'll get enjoyment from now and 
upgrade my system in a few years' time.

I'm thinking of buying the Sennheiser 
HD650 (HFC 312).This is the top end of my 
budget and, as the headphones have received 
very good reviews, I will probably buy these 
blind. I need advice on two things, however.

I'll initially be using the headphones on 
my cheap portable CD player. Failing that I 
was thinking of (I'm still coming to terms 
with this') buying an iPod classic, 160GB, 
which would mean I could store loads of 
uncompressed music - although I'm not sure 
if and how I can transfer my CDs to the 
machine itself.

Eventually, I'll create a better set-up for 
serious listening, straight from my CD player. 
Can anyone recommend a decent headphone 
amplifier and how important/much of a 
change would it make?

My budget would be say £3 50 maximum. 
I know Musical Fidelity used to have the 
X-Cans, but I think these are no longer 
available, which leaves models from Creek, 
Rega and Graham Slee. I know absolutely 
nothing about any of these.

Sometimesuk HFC Forum

HFC The Sennheiser HD650 is indeed 
a great headphone and will give its 
best with a decent headphone amplifier. 
The reasons for using one are a bit like 
those for using a decent amplifier with 
loudspeakers - a cheap amp will drive 
sound through the system, but a decent 
one will reveal all the fine details that 
taken together make for high fidelity. So 
while you can drive headphones with an 
integrated amplifier and some CD players 
they will sound better with a dedicated 
headphone amp. A new model that we

78 HI-FI CHOICE | may 2009

mailto:jason.kennedy@futurenet.com


Not looking for hi-fi 

I am not looking to move to PC-based 
music any time soon, but I do listen to 
music on the PC in my studio when I am 
working. I play MP3s with iTunes through 
a basic, powered 2.1 speaker system - 
nothing even approaching hi-fi sound - but 
fine for tunes whilst I work.

However, I do have a pair of Tannoy Ml s 
kicking around gathering dust. What would 
i t take for me to hook these into the PC? Again, 
I'm not looking to build a hi-fi system here, 
just utilise some perfectly decent speakers that 
I have lying around.

My sound card appears to just have a bog
standard 3.Smm line-out jack. Thanks

Neil HFC Forum

HFC The easy answer to your question is 
get hold of an integrated amplifier and a

minijack-to-phono cable and connect the PC 
to a line input on your amp and then hook 
up the speakers. You could go further and 
get a better soundcard for your PC, one that 
gave a digital output on a coax socket would 
be good, then you could do the D/ A in a 
decent standalone DAC such as the £130 
Beresford TC-7510 (HFC 316) or the £200 
DACMagic (HFC 313). As audio from PCs is a 
growing thing, there are almost no limits to 
what you can do and ultimately results can 
be spectacular.

haven't had a chance to listen to, but would be 
worth seeking out, is the Musical Fidelity V-Can. 
This is a basic-looking affair priced at £99, if it 
lives up to the company's reputation it could well 
be great value. Our favourite sensibly priced unit 
is the Pro-Ject Head Box SE II (£200), but this 
has twin outputs with separate volume controls 
which you probably don't need. There is also a 
Pro-Ject Headbox 2 at £105, which would 
probably be more suitable.

With regard to using an iPod with the HD650, 
this is not such a good plan as iPods tend not to 
have enough power for full-size headphones, 
especially the UK variety which are volume 
limited, thanks to our health and safety nannies 
in Westminster!

Old chestnut

I n the February issue (HFC 316) five excellent 
reviews resulted in two 'four' and two 'five star' 
scores being achieved by each product in the 
four individual categories. Surprisingly, however, 
all five were awarded five stars overall, despite 
the fact that one had scored only four stars 
for sound. Although five stars may have been 
j ustified, you do state that the "emphasis is 
on performance" and logically none should 
have been awarded more than four and a 
half stars anyway. Surely it would be better 
if your reviewers' score in all categories were 
rounded up or down to the nearest half star - 
effectively a score out of ten. I believe that 
most readers (and reviewers, perhaps') would 
prefer a potentially more accurate and less 
confusing scoring system. Thanks for producing 
a great magazine.

John Griffin Herts

HFC In an attempt to clarify differences in 
results between components we do not use half 
stars, our system is a mark out of five. If a 
product is very good, but not as good as 'best 
in class' for sound it will be awarded four rather 
than five stars in order to differentiate it. The 
overall score reflects all the various aspects of a 
product including build quality, features etc, so 
if something gets four stars for sound, but five 
in the other categories it can warrant a five star 
overall mark.

Ultimately our star system is a guide, we 
recommend that you read the review in full to 
get a proper idea of how a component performs 
and how it might suit your system and tastes.

Juke Jive

Is there a hi-fi system that you can store your CD 
collection on without having to use a computer? Is 
that what Sony's new Gigajuke is?

I also want to know whether you can download 
your music onto an MP3 player and which MP3 
player would you use with it?

D.Bonnett East Sussex

HFC There are several systems that you can store 
your CDs on without using a computer, they 
include the Nairn HDX and multiroom audio 
alternatives from the likes of Imerge and Living 
Control. The Sony Gigajuke is a micro system with 
an BOGB hard disk that you can rip your CDs onto 
without a computer, you can also download music 
to an MP3 player. There are two models the NAS- 
E35HD without wireless operation and the NAS- 
S55HDE which can be used as the hub of a 
multiroom wireless system. The former, at around 
£200 would appear to be what you are after.

Where should 
I PLACE MY 
LOUDSPEAKERS?

With most loudspeakers there is no 
simple answer to this question. On 
the one hand they will produce sound 
wherever you put them, but on the 
other if you don't want boomy bass 
and you'd like to hear some stereo 
imaging alongside a reasonably even 
tonal balance, then care taken with 
placement will be repaid in full.

The reason there is no simple 
answer is that rooms tend to vary in 
their size, shape and furnishing to a 
large extent. A room with lots of soft 
furnishings will have a different 
character to one with a minimalist 
interior, then there's room shape and 
construction which has a dramatic 
effect on the bass in particular.

But there are some simple steps 
which you can go through to try and 
establish the best place to put your 
speakers. Start by finding out how 
far away from the rear wall (the one 
behind the speakers) they need to 
be. What you are aiming for is the 
most even tonal balance. The bass 
output of dynamic loudspeakers, 
those with cones and domes in 
cabinets as opposed to electrostatics, 
increases as the space between them 
and room boundaries decreases. In 
other words, the closer they are to the 
wall the more bass you will hear, if 
you put a speaker in a room corner it 
will produce boomy bass almost 
regardless of the speaker size. So 
avoid corners unless your speakers 
are very lean in balance and try 
different distances to the rear wall 
until you get a good balance between 
mid and bass, too close to the wall 
and the imaging will suffer and 
become indistinct. Too far away and 
the bass will be reduced and balance 
become too light.

Humans are fortunately able to 
adapt to variations in sonic character 
of different rooms quite easily, so the 
degree of tonal abberation in a system 
is, perhaps, less significant than other 
qualities such as timing, but it is, 
nonetheless, worthwhile trying in order 
to achieve a reasonably neutral 
balance from your speakers. This way 
you will be able to more thoroughly 
appreciate the varied colours of the 
music you play through them.
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Subscribe and get an
AudioQuest Sidewinder

interconnect cable
Subscribe to HI-FI CHOICE for just 

£3.75 a month and receive 
an AudioQuest Sidewinder 

interconnect cable, courtesy 
of The Multi-Room Company

'' Audioquest's 
Sidewinder is a good
looking, great-sounding 
interconnect that will 
improve the tonality and 
performance of your hi-fi 
system with aplomb. ,, 
Dan George, Editor

Product Features 
• Symmetrical conductors 

• Solid long-grain copper
• Low distortion AQ solder 

• Optimised gold-plating 
• Foamed PE insulation
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audio signals will not be absorbed 
and dirtied as they pass through. 
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precision gold-plated plugs and 
low-distortion AQ solder allow the 
Sidewinder to deliver clear sound.
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DEALER CLASSIFIED
Products that score more than four stars overall are 
automatically considered for inclusion in the Hi-Fi 
Choice Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's Choice 
Badges awarded are also displayed.
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How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible is the best way to make 
a shortlist of components for your system. Pick the 
ones that best suit your taste and budget, then use 
our Dealer Classified section to find specialist outlets 
where you can audition them with your favourite discs.

Reviews you can trust
Our test results are the most reliable in the business. 
We employ the most experienced reviewers and use 
the most stringent techniques to ensure our ratings 
are the ones you can trust. All the equipment we 
rate most highly is contained within these pages, 
from CD and vinyl to the latest disc players. 
Whether your hi-fi passion is for high-performance 
analogue or digital, these components will take you 
a step closer to reality.

AMPLIFIERS
STEREO AMPLIFIERS

ANCILLARIES
HEADPHONES
CABLES
STANDS AND SUPPORTS

VINYL
PHONO CARTRIDGES 
RADIO TUNERS .

HIFICHOICE
BUYER’S

SOURCE COMPOI 
«ft rn Pl AYFRC0

 Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Bible - 
the ultimate guide to the very best high-
performance hi-ti gear that you can buy. 

Here, you'll find our favourite current products 
listed under easy-faxise categories, plus useful 
information on what to look for and how 
to get the most from your components.
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CD PLAYERS
Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence 
I of new formats and the V—resurgence of an old one (vinyl), CD is still the king of formats if you require breadth of choice. And despite the fact that other sources will play CDs, if you want to hear your discs at their best, there's little substitute for a dedicated CD player.I t's also the most enduring format on the market Despite high-resolution contenders like SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing has been able to undermine this universally popular formatCD players work by reading a stream of ls and Os off a disc that spins at a constantly changing speed (to counteract the increasing length of 'groove'). This bitstream is then digitally filtered before undergoing digital-to-analogue conversion in the DAC (D-to-A convertor). Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and sent to the output sockets.The processes of reading the disc and converting the data are sometimes split between a CD transport and separate DAC in so-called two-box players. A popular approach with very high-end kit, this separates the electronically noisy elements from the sensitive analogue stages, but can introduce timing errors known as jitter, therefore one-box players usually offer best results where budget is a consideration.
SUPER AUDIO CD

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively niche audio-only format introduced
by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in the form of
considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has

the potential for uncompressed surround sound using up to six 
^^ channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are \ J usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't be

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability
without an SACD-compatible player. Many pundits believe that SACD's future 
lies with classical recordings, a genre that remains buoyant for the format.

TOP BUYS

Yamaha CD-5700 £400The CD-5700 is a good, no-frills CD player, without any of the SACD gubbins found in its bigger brothers. It does, however include a USB port for connecting to an MP3 player.

Q&a
WHAT'S A DAC?A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a fundamental part of any CD player and converts the digits read from the disc into an analogue music waveform which is amplified to line level.
WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the DAC means the conversion can be done with less interference, and for 2009 DACs are back!
CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do.
DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?No. All analogue cables are suitable for connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific cables with 75 ohms impedance are useful when connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.
WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling frequency by a whole number, usually between four and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let the DAC to work in a more linear fashion.Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched out by interpolation and is typically used to refer to large changes in sampling rate such as from 44.lkHzto 192kHz.
CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, with a CD layer that all CD players can read.
CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

Marantz SA8003 £700Just missing our Awards judging for 2008, the high-scoring SA80O3 is our current favourite player under £1,000. Playing both CD and SACD, the 8003 is a class act.
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CD PLAYERS
Audio-only CD and SACD players

L COMMENTS
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Arcam CD37 fl,100
A welcomeflagship newcomer, with sound that does honours to the venerable CO format, 
while also helping to prove the worth of SACO. Practical, unfussy and excellent value.
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BADGE? PRODUCT

Arcam CD17 500 Civilised sound, with a positively deluxe treble. Bass is clear, if not the weightiest ever • • e 315
□ Cairn Tornado 850 The Tornado is a full-on experience that shuns compromise and delivers intensely real sound for its price • * Ì • 305

Cambridge Audio Azur 740C 500 flexible, this innovative upsampling player sounds exceptionally neutral and highly • • • 293
□ Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 750 Ultra-civilised sound is not to every taste: rhythm-lovers may find this player frustrating • • • • 315
□ !. . . . . . . . . . . . . . n HCreek Evo 495 . ■A minute treble lift: otherwise this is a very capable player that offers fine value 1 • • • 285
Fl Cyrus CD6 SE 900 A winning combination of detail and sheer musical energy with more than a hint of high end to the performance • • 318
|n Denon DCD-500AE 160 Cheap, well built and good, if slightly soft-edged sound quality • • 295
□ Marantz CD6002 280 A hint of treble unevenness is the only specific flaw: performance is class-leading in most areas • • • • 301
□ Marantz SA8003 700 Classic Marantz sound in a classy and attractive package. Our favourite sub-£1,000 player. • 1 • _• 1! * 315
□ Nairn CD5i 875 I ts strikingly competent musical performance comfortably exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player • 307
□ Quad 99CD-S 650 Revels in big music thanks to fearless presentation: smaller-scale works can lack focus • • • 291
® Rega Apollo 498 Unless you can't abide top-loaders, check this out: musically it's a highly praiseworthy performer • • 285
n Roksan Kandy K2 750 State-of-the-art technology and precision engineering produces a fine CD performance • • • 315
□ Yamaha CD-S2000 999 Sophisticated, this is a beautifully controlled, high-resolution player, although SACD is stereo-only • • • • • * 309

ABOVE £1.1 Ill

E2S32S1 SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial oulput for digital connection to a OAC or digital recorder.
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD^Rs .
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers.
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fined to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

Arcam CD37 1,100 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution • • r* 1 318
[Õ] Audio Research CD5 4,500 Audibly better than most CD players on the market - natural and refined, yet assertive and very dynamic • • • 312
E Bryston BCD-1 2,050 Not as open as some but rather more timely than most, it sounds a lot more gripping than it looks • • • 300

Cairn Fog 3 1,995 Ergonomically challenged, high energy player with Gallic charm and digital preamp on board • • « • 302
Classe CDP-102 3,000 Rich, dynamic CD/DVD player with a full bottom end, impressive dynamics and a luxurious yet revealing balanced •• . •.• • • 286
Cyrus Audio CD 8 SE 1,100 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music • • • 310
Cyrus Audio CD8x/PSX-R 1,400 Lightness of touch is the key here, but there is also good bass and some very fine detail on offer too • • 295

E EMM Labs CDSA 9,995 Classy, stripped down to basics SACD/CD player with some excellent engineering below decks • • • • • 302
E Esoteric X-05 3,495 Superb resolve of fine detail combined with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you into the music • • • • • 314

Leema Antila 2,495 Musically engaging player that will have you going through your CDs । Balanced connection is best • • • • 291
□ Leema Stream 1,095 The most timely disc player at its price point has tactile imaging and good dynamics, but unusual control system • • 306
E Linn Akurate CD 3,985 This highly engaging multi-format non-video player doesn't have huge transparency, but is musically addictive • • • 1 • • 299
E Marantz SA-11S2 2/uo Superb value for money, this well-balanced player features various filter settings to customise performance \ * • • • • 304
E Marantz SA-7S1 5,000 Something of a bargain even at this price, the SA-7S1 sets the benchmark for CD/SACD players of its ilk • • • 297
0 Meridian GOS 2,250 Advanced digital processing with special apodising filter that gives a very clean sound • « • 312
E Nairn HDX 4,500

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The HDX hard disk player represents an entirely new paradigm for high-tidelity replay. Who needs CD players? • • I • 311

□ Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,250 An exceptionally fine CD player that provides a high-end and musically rewarding performance • •1 307®_\ Shanling CD-T1DOOSE 1,600 Commendably committed player which gets right to the heart of a wide variety of musical styles • • i • • 306
B Sony SCD-XA5400ES 1,199 Elegant, refined control system and very strong CD/SACD performance. Sound is bold with high resolution • • • • e • 313
□ Unison Research COE 2,350 Valve CD player with interchangeable DACs that can double as a standalone DAC that oozes musicality • e • 1 • 318
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EMM Labs CDSA £9,995
Although expensive, the high-end COSA from Canadian expert EMM Labs manages to 
redefine the performance of both CO and SACO. A true audiophile piece of kit.
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increasingly purchased separately 
for use with line-only amps.

There are two types of phono 
cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 
and moving coil (MC), and with a 
few exceptions the latter 
outperforms the former. But MCs 
produce a lower output and require 
better-quality amplification to be 
heard at their best. As a general 
rule, MCs offer a broader 
bandwidth, greater dynamics and 
more detail, but the better moving 
magnets do most things well 
enough to distract you from your 
CD collection.

Avid
Volvere £2,750
Avid has been one of the most impressive 

exponents of the vinyl arts in recent years, 

and this mid-range deck is a stunning 

example of analogue engineering.

Dynavector
DV-10X5 £250
Although fiddly to mount, this high

output MC cartridge has superb dynamics 

and equally fine timing, making it well 

worth the effort of proper fitting.

Funk Firm
Saffire fl,900
Something of a gem the very individual 

Saffire is refined and pleasingly neutral 

with excellent dynamics and very strong 

timing ability.
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Setting up a turntable varies from model to model, 
but the general principle is to level the platter by 
adjusting the suspension or, with solid platters, the 
surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but 
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles 
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 
essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record 
if you are looking from above, and the vertical 
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or 
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with 
the record surface.

Record players or 
( _ turntables offer the

' digital revolution serious 
competition when it 

comes to sound quality. Even a 
modest model can turn musical 
tricks that most CD players 
struggle with. Some call it vinyl 
warmth, but in reality it's a lack of 
digital hardness that makes the 
format so engaging. True, the 
software requires a bit more care, 
but even a knackered LP is more 
playable than a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three, 
perhaps four, fundamental parts. 
The turntable is the plinth and 
platter, usually also containing the 
motor and any suspension system. 
A tonearm sits on the plinth and 
allows the cartridge to trace the 
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel 
tracking over the record. The 
cartridge contains the means of 
turning the mechanical movement 
of the groove wall into an 
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp 
dedicated to the delicate job of 
amplifying and equalising the 
cartridge's insubstantial output. 
This is called a phono stage and 
can be found in some integrated 
amplifiers and preamps, but is

\ HI-FICHOICE  /

Creek Audio *
9BH?5“2O ..
Pr acticaland highly compatible unit 

offering fine detailand a pleasing mellow 

balance. If you actually buy one, ask the 

supplying dealer what OBH stands for.

VINYL
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages
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TURNTABLES
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BADGE? PRODUCT : COMMENTS o i § s
B Avid Volvere 2,750 A combination of a heavy platter with a sprung suspension that makes the vinyl it spins sound powerful and solid 33/45 • • 298
□ Clearaudio Emotion 985 Beautifully built with open and clean sound emphasising mid and top, but delivering nice timely bass 33/45 • ® ' 309
0 Clearaudio Champion 1,365 Small, practical and good-sounding, with impressively 'dead' arm. Isolation recommended 33/45 • 268
□ Clearaudio Performance 1,940 Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncoloured performance. Good arm and cartridge 33/45 • * 295
B Clearaudio Ambient 4,220 Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thrilling sound (tonearm extra) 33/45 e • 271
B EAR Disc Master 7,695 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high-quality materials to bring state of the art resolution 33/45178 • opt 276
□ The Funk Firm Funk 450 You won't find another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or detail 33/45 c opt 279
a The Funk Firm Funk V 750 Vector drive brings a refinement to the standard Funk that increases resolution. For high-class analogue sound, it's a killer 33/45 V opt opt 284
b The Funk Firm Saffire 1,900 Individual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics 33/45 • 1 opt opt 309
□ Goldring GR2 265 Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality 33/45 • ® 266
□ Michell Tecnodec 886 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money 33/45 • 1 o 309
0 J Pro-Ject Expression II 250 A smooth and engaging turntable with the ability to revel in the glory of vinyl, with upgradable arm cable 33/45 r»• • 289
□ Pro-Ject RPM 5 450 Great looks plus an on the ball, engaging sound that puts it in the serious league, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 • • 279
B ’ Pro-Ject RPM 6.1 600 With its minimal chassis and huge platter this is a steady design that's capable of fine results with a decent cartridge 33/45/78 e • ■ 294
0 1 Pro-Ject X-Pack 800 Combines some very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) into a killer package with top sound and value 33/45 • • ! ® 309
□ Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,200 A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent! Price includes carbon fibre arm 33/45 • 268
□ Rega P3-24 398 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, much improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 opt • 298
0 Rega P5/RB700 698 Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 33/45 • opt 257
□ Rega P7/RB700 1 ,298 A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 33/45 opt 257
0 Roksan Radius 5/Nima 895 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested) 33/45 • • 248
B SME Model 1OA 3,411 Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 33/45 ■: • 195
B SME 20/12A 11,133 Brings a calmness and precision to vinyl replay that we have rarely encountered, build quality is second to none 33/45/78 r e e 293
B Townshend Rock V/Excalibur II 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job (includes Excalibur II) 33/45 • 307

PHONO CARTRIDGES
MM and MC cartridges
BADGE' PRODUCT COMMENTS

Denon DL-103R 200

B
B

Dynavector DV-1 OX5 
Grado Prestige Gold 
Ortofon Rondo Red
Ortofon Salsa

250
110
325
200

Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo Ill 239
van den Hui MC One Special 699
van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400
Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450

Adds refinement to basic DL-103, at a price. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around
A high-output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that's difficult to mount, but well worth the effort
Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss
Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price
Despite a touch of midrange coloration, this cartridge really involves the listener with good extension and a clean, agile sound
High-output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound
A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light
A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for
With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

285
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SPECIFICATIONS

£

Our favourite □ best buy ^0^5™»

PHONO STAGES ë

Phono stages ë
g

BADGE' PRODUCT

Cambridge Audio 640P
Creek OBH15

£

60
220

NAO PP2 phono stage
Tom Evans Microgroove
Tom Evans The Groove

50
400

1,800

COMMENTS

An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades before and after in the chain
Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and pleasing, mellow balance
A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money
For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better1

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP

?

• •

•

a.•

•

•

305
305
245
234
201

Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 234

TURNTABLE SPECS KEY SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual litting of the belt
from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. 
SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown.

CARTRIDCE SPECS KEY MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type .
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli lor ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.
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RADIO TUNERS
FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Denon TU-1800DAB f250
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 
good all-round design ata tempting price./LALA Radio is a fantastic musical 

i LALA resource that's in danger of being RA_y taken for granted, but whatever 
your tastes there's someone out there 
catering for it. If you haven't got a decent 
tuner hooked up to your hi-fi already, you're 
missing outl

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is 
now said to be available to more than 
80 per cent of the population and the 
long-term plan is to switch public 
broadcasting over to digital entirely. 
However, hardware prices have yet to 
come down to a point where this would 
be acceptable. Its advantages over FM 
include hiss-free reception, the potential 
for a wider range of stations and the 
ability to display comprehensive 
programming information. FM's RDS 
system means that station name and 
occasionally track titles are displayed, but 
the range of information is fairly limited.

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 
cost of hardware and the greater reception 
area. It can also provide higher sound quality 
if reception conditions are favourable. Sound 
quality judgements are muddied by listening 
to different forms of compression and 
processing at the studio for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are 
more and more radio stations broadcasting 
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if it's 
variety of programming you're after, they 
have a lot to offer.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 
and connect it with as few junctions and 
splits as possible. Every time you split the 
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 
halve signal strength! With DAB the same 
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 
www.bbc.co.uk/digitalradio for details.

Our favourite □ ®tbuy RA EoitoR-SchoicE

TUNERS
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES
BADGE? PRODUCT
[FMTUNERS^^^^^

RA Creek Audio Evolution

__ Creek Audio T50

COMMENTS

285

550

Cyrus FM-X 500

Denon TU-1500AE 130

DenonTU-1800DAB 250

Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy

Very fine resulls indeed with precision. polish and insight added to excellent basics

A classic no-nonsense FM tuner that achieves gratifying sonic results. Upgradable with PSX-R power supply

Well attuned to the crowded modern FM band, this tuner produces clear, detailed sound with plenty of gusto

There's a little grain on FM, but the decent performance on both bands makes this a great dual-band choice

RA Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1,295 No remote or presets as standard,manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime□ Marantz ST7001 300 FM reception could offer a little more detail and insight. DAB is fine. but near-identical Denon 1800 is cheaper'

NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity

Pure DRX-702ES 210 Apparently good value is restricted by persistent veiling on FM: 'PAC' on DAB mellows sound a little

Rega Radio 3 398 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor make this an appealing FM performer

Ratei RT-02 279
D T+A T1210R

A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free
High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated, with useful features too

Creek Evolution £285 
Classy tuner with a sound that's 
detailed, cohesive and extended tonally.

T+A T1210R £l,000
This FM tuner looks, feels and sounds 
top-notch - great detail and imaging.

Onkyo
T-4555DAB £350
A real radio bargain, this DAB/FM tuner is 
free from grain and tonal blemishes.

SPECIFICATIONS
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308FM,M 80 •
FM,M,L 128 • •

FM 7 • : •
FM,M,L 100

DAB.FM,M 200

FM opt opt •

200

FM,M 30 •
DAB,FM,M 99 • •

FM,M 20 •
FM,M 30 • •

FM 100 •

251

283

281

283

257

283

250

283

283

242

283
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Arcaro DiVA DT91 450 Some grain at low levels, but sound is lively, large in scale and tonally very natural. Very smart' DAB.FM 16 • • 299

Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks. and slickest operation yet DAB 10 • , • e 248

Denon TU-1800DAB 200 Very good detail and a highly believable impression of real musicians playing. Imaging can be a little constricted DAB.FM,M 200 • O 299

Marantz ST7001 250 Midband detailed and precise: treble can be thick but bass is extended, and sound generally energetic DAB.FM,M 200 • ® 299

NAO C445 300 FM is laid-back despite bright balance, but has good detail. DAB slightly livelier than most DAB.FM 30 • • 1 299

Onkyo T-4555DAB 350 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard in all areas on DAB.FM 40 298

WAVEBANDS bands are supported: j. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data -station names*, - medium wave, L- long wave, DAB - digital audio
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated and pre/power amps

/T~A, Amplifiers come in two basic 
( ) forms: integrated and preamplifier
—(pre) plus power amp. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power are in 
one box. There are definite advantages to 
separating the delicate signals in the preamp 
from the radiations of a power amp, so the 
more ambitious designs come in two or more 
cases. In some cases, each channel has its 
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 
because of their practical and technical 
advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 
on owing to aspects of sound quality that 
trannies can't replicate.

The fundamental of amp/speaker 
interfacing is power rating and speaker 
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 
speaker with a 10-watt valve amp, but it 
takes a 200-watt behemoth to get the best 
out of speakers which present a difficult 
load. Although, as a rule, you can't have too 
much power.

How to choose an amp
The main areas in which amps vary are: 
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 
transparency. Timing is the ability to present 
the attack and decay of each note precisely; 
amps with strong timing have a snap and 
coherence that is very appealing.

Q&A

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 
to portray variations in level between 
individual notes and is different to dynamic 
range (the difference between the loudest 
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps 
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or three
dimensional an instrument or voice sounds. 
The point of having two rather than one 
speaker is to make it possible to recreate the 
soundstage of the original recording, thus 
amps that have strong imaging skills can create 
a sonic space that seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 
difference between amps. One amp will 
present more subtlety than another, but the 
drawback with using this as your main 
criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 
the expense of overall musical coherence.

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
FOR THE BEST RESULTS?
All audio electronics (including 
amplifiers) perform better when 
they are warmed up. To help 
protect the environment, switch 
your amp on, at least one hour 
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING?
Running separate cables to the 
treble and bass/mid terminals on 
a speaker is bi-wiring. In most 
instances, this improves sound 
quality so long as identical cables 
are used. Bi-amping is using two 
stereo amps to drive one pair of 
speakers, using one amp to drive 
the treble and the other for the 
bass/mid sections.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER?
Valve amps are inherently low 
powered, but when partnered 
with high-sensitivity 
loudspeakers, they are quite 
capable of producing perfectly 
adequate head-banging levels.

Our favourite □ best buy @ rnrroR's choice

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Integrated amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS

WT0£1,000

H Arcam DiVA A70 500 A smart and practical amp offering good snap and pace. with natural dynamics and good detail 6 MM ® | 9 60 289

Adv. Acoustic MAP305DA II 600 A lot of amplifier for the money and capable of revealing and exciting sound in the right company.Includes 4 digital inputs n 100 300

. Arcam DiVA A90 850 Practical, affordable and impressively flexible amp with a laid-back approach but plenty of insight toe C opt • • 100 303

Cambridge Audio 640A v2 300 Slightly cheap-feeling controls are the only real downside to this powerful and lively little amp 6 75 279

Cambridge Audio Azur 740A 500 Ticks all the boxes for bass, clarity, imaging etc. and invites the listener into the music with uncommon grace 6 100 294

Cambridge Audio 840A v2 750 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp revels in loud music, but also offers detail and delicacy when required 8 | | > | + 1120 315

T Creek Audio Evolution 545 Dynamics can seem understated, but energetic bass and fatigue-free treble make it an enjoyable listen 5 opt • • 85 31 1

i» \ Cyrus 6vs2 600 Spunky little amp that reproduces instrumental timbres and acoustic spaces well, with real musical involvement 7 40 293

' Denon PMA-700AE 250 One of a growing number of new low-cost amps, it offers good timing and analysis at up to moderately high volume levels 4 MM • • 50 284

. Marantz PM8003 I 630 Detail isn't the utmost, but great vitality makes this amplifier quite thrilling 5 MM 9 • 95 315

Musical Fdelity X-T100 899 By separating amp and TRIPLE-X powersupply, this deceptively powerful valve-sporting amplifier is both enticing and musical3 • A 70 288

Nairn Audio NAIT 5i 750 More versatile than previous Nait's, the 5i is a great all-round amplifier that offers vivid insights into all manner of music 4 • 50 305

I I OnkyoA-933 500 Puts the music first. with sound that delivers the basics correctly but above all involves the listener 5 « • • I 80 278

94 HI-FI CHOICE I may 2009
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UPT0£1,000

Roksan Kandy K2 750 Superior design and high performance credentials makes this amplifier a must-have bargain 5 MM 1 • 125 315
Unison Research Unico P 795 Sound belies indifferent measured performance with good detail, balance and flowing melodic quality 5 MM 50 293

0 Vincent SV-236 999 Valve hybrid whose sound is as idiosyncratic as its styling, short on neutrality but high on sparkle 6 1 w 100 295
ABOVE £1,000 I

06/MA ATC SIA 2-150 2,248 Revealing, dynamic and powertul amplifier that works with a wide range of speakers. Superb build quality 4 • 150 314
□ Arcam A38 1,200 A winning combination of sonic virtues including highly developed detail and musicality 7 opt • • 105 314

□ Astin Trew AT2000 1,349 If you prefer the timbral and timing qualities of music to its bone-crunching potential, then this is a serious contender 4 • • 65 317

□ Copland CTA405 2,498 A musical and involving amplifier, which also has incredible insight and is user-friendly by valve amp standards 5 • 50 305

□ Creek Destiny 1,100 A highly assured pertormer that doesn't superimpose its personality on the music 6 • • 100 286
06/MA janta Orchestra DiP 2,995 A smooth, refined, yet dynamic-sounding tube amplifier with the added 'novelty' of an iPod dock 5 40 313

□ Leema Pulse 1,195 An organic and revealing sound alongside good power reserves and superb features, including a great MM/MC phono stage 5 1 e « 80 306

06/MA Moon Evolution i-7 4,750 Sophisticated, with an elegant build and sound quality, very limited features, even by high-end standards 5 150 288
[k] Musical Fidelity A1008 2,999 With DAC, phono stage and built-in valve buffer, this powerhouse amp can really grab hold of a loudspeaker 4 - •

-
250 295

Mystère ia 11 1,250 Small, deceptively powertul integrated valve amp with a crisp, pacey sound 4 40 302
NAD M3 1,899 Massive and flexible, it goes very loud with fine authority and dynamic range, but lacks some sparkle 7 180 285
Nairn Audio NAIT XS 1,250 Delivers a spellbinding, refined musical pertormance that sets a new benchmark for all integrated amplifiers 6 ' A j 60 317

06/MA Nairn Audio SUPERNAIT 2.400 Serious communicative ability meets convenience in this sophisticated and powertul integrated design 6 • • 80 294
□ Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile pertormer, and beautifully built too 6 « 100 267
□ Pure Sound A30 1,100 Valve integrated, with the accent on music rather than rhythm. Needs more inputs, though 3 30 298
□ Sugden A21aL Series 2 1,299 Lovely solid-state Class A amplifier, sweet as a nut and more powertul than its predecessor 5 opt • 21 296
06/MA Unison Res. Unico Primo 1,450 Line input can be converted to phono (at extra cost). Sonically, this is an excellent mix of valve and solid state virtues 5 • 85 317
S Unison Research P?O 3,495 Delightful valve amplifier with fine neutrality, sweet midband, impressive bandwidth and ample power 4 • 70 302
□ Yamaha A-S2000 1,499 One of the few amplifiers to offer the benefit of true balanced operation at this price point 5 opt • • 160 309

EU5HS1 LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output CO players. DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and on-board phono stage for a cartridge.
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET nt drive your cans with.
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.

Our favourite □ bestbw @
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Pre/power amplifiers
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

UP TIIi £2.000 I

Advance Acoustic MPP206^406 900 This pair has good build and finish and a balance of qualities that's hard to beat for the price • • 4 opt • 150 309
Cambridge Audio Azur 840E/840W 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed, composed and controlled • • 8 opt • 200 309

□ Croft Precession l/Polestar I 1,400 Compact pre/power combo with battery preamp and hybrid power, with freedom from timesmear, bass could be firmer • • 6 25 290
□ Cyrus Pre Vs2/6 Power 1,000 Pre offers stunning resolution and feature count for the money and power is subtle, open and musical • • • • 50 290

Nairn NAC 122x/NAP 150x 1,575 Musically rewarding with outstanding sophistication, grip and insight for such a modestly priced design • • 6 opt • 50 287
06/MA I Rotel RC-06/RB-06 598 A capable and surprisingly powertul-sounding combination which offers real value • • 5 • • 70 285
0 Russ Andrews HP-1/PA-1 1,198 Simply featured, but sounds appealingly realistic and solid. Highly capable in all areas design • • 2 • 50 303

ABOVE £2.000

06/MA Arcam C31/P38 2,050 Very civilised sound, in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built • • 7 opt • 100 308
□ Border Patrol Control Unit 2,995 Bluff looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around • 5 opt 277
06/MA Bryston BP26/3B-SST 5,300 The epitome of the iron fist in a velvet glove school of hi-fi. Dynamically superb and very detailed • • 8 opt • 150 308
06/MA Bryston BP26 DA/28 SST 5,500 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and serious grunt • e 6 opt • 100 278
06/MA Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 6, 100 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream • • 5 • 120 269
06/MA Classe CP-700/CA-M400 13,350 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility. Sounds stunning, too • • 6 opt • 400 293
06/MA Cyrus DAG XP 2,200 A knockout DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz • 2 • 266
E Densen Beat 8-200/B310 2,300 Lively, energetic combination that bring a great sense of scale to familiar recordings • • 8 opt 80 276
06/MA Densen Beat B-250/B-350 8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured • • 6 • 125 270
06/MA Gamut D3 3,430 Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound • 5 opt 265
06/MA Gamut D200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price • 200 247
06/MA Hovland HP-100/RADIA 12,745 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers • • 9 opt 125 250
06/MA Krell FPB 700cx ..... ...—.,■.—.« — — —.. -— —. 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it • 70C 234
06/MA Marantz SC11S1/SM-11S1 5,300 Preamp and power amp duo delivers high resolution and is consistent iMth different loudspeaker loads • • 6 • • • 220 304
□ Roksan Caspian M Series-1 2,245 A well-matched, powertul and enjoyable sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player • 1 5 ■ '

• 85 307
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SPECIALIST HI-FI FOR THE TRUE MUSIC LOVER IN YOU

0% Interest Free Credit*1 

Buy Now Pay Later*1 

Next -day delivery1 

Best Part-exchange Prices1 

Free Expert Advice 

Long-term Customer Care

*subject to status 

+subject to conditions

Shadow Audio is an established retailer of high end audio products based in Glenrothes, Fife. Specialising in 2 channel only, we have gained a formidable reputation for our rock solid advice and unmatched aftersales service. As the UK No.1 retailer for many of our brands you can be sure that you are in very safe hands.We are continuing to build on this in 2009 with a number a major developements soon to be announced which will keep us firmly at the forefront of our industry... watch this space...
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STEREO SPEAKERS
Speaker pairs for stereo sound

yeZy'\ While loudspeakers are relatively ( Cyeyej straightforward in construction, 
V_ye they have one of the most 

difficult jobs in hi-fi - turning an electrical 
signal into an acoustic one. Most consist of 
two or more drive units in a box that usually 
has a port in it to make life easier for the 
cone in your mid and/or bass driver. 
Alternatives to this arrangement include 
panel speakers, which use electrostatic or 
ribbon technology, and horns, which use 
drive units in complex cabinets that greatly 
improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand 
on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 
greater internal volume which can translate 
into greater efficiency and/or bass 
extension, but less substantial designs also 
introduce cabinet resonance and thus 
distortion. But they don't need stands and 
therefore have the aesthetic edge. 
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 
and often score in terms of imaging and 
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the greater 
the reinforcement of bass. As all rooms differ, 
there's no simple formula for placement and 
experimentation will yield the best results. 
Altering the angle at which the speakers face 
the listener can also make a difference to 
balance and stereo image.

Going multichannel
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 
with centre and surround channels from the 
same brand to create a multichannel system. 
The most important element is a centre 
channel, which needs to match the stereo 
pair as closely as possible. For the best 
musical results, surrounds should be as per 
the front left and right channels, but if space 
or funds don't permit, smaller designs can be 
used quite effectively.

Though some speakers have a power rating, 
this isn't as informative as a rating for how 
difficult they are to drive, nor does it 
indicate wattage extremes for the 
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 
ease of drive to indicate how much power

Choosing speakers
Because speakers and the rooms they are 
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends 
to be quite subjective. To find some that will 
suit you, try to listen to a good variety to 
hear how they differ, and if possible, 
audition some at home. Tonal balance tends 
to vary the most, but is less important than 
more subtle factors such as timing and 
dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears not 
your eyes - great-looking speakers aren't 
necessarily great sounding.

Spikes
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 
coupling with the floor. These have the 
advantage of draining resonance from the 
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 
result in more vibration getting back to the 
electronics and often cause the floor to 
resonate as well.

Q&A

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 
above-average (A+) speaker will work with 
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 
(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 
below average (A-) speaker could require 
lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 
guidelines rather than rules.

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP?
No, see the box on power for 
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS?
Those designed to work close to 
the wall will be smoother in 
confined spaces. Speakers that 
have relatively dry, tight bass 
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS?
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 
designs are more likely to be 
able to fill a room better than 
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're 
wanting to create a 
homogenous surround sound 
experience, where voices don't 
change when they move from 
one channel to another.

98 HI-FI CHOICE | may 2009
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STEREO SPEAKERS g 3
Stereo speakers

ÖCOMMENTS

Mordaunt-Short
Performance 6LE £4,000 
This extraordinary speaker stands at the 
pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short's current 
range. State of the art resolution and 
imaging are among its many attributes.

B&W8O5S £1,600
A superbly well-engineered standmount 
that's capable of delivering magnificent 
musical communication, alongside 
superior subtlety and delicacy.

BADGE? PRODUCT

KEF T
iQSO £489
Cutely styled and beautifully discreet, this 
latest Uni-Q has attractively spacious 
imaging, good overall balance, a sweet 
treble and fine consistency.

P o 03

DALi
Ikon 6 £899
Complete with a ribbon super-tweeter, this 
is an exceptionally capablefloorstander 
for the money, delivering a highly detailed 
and truly engrossing sound.

i 
0

^
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SPECIFICATIONS

ESSZ31 SIZE WXHXD (CM} Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the 
loudspeaker effectively, A+ 25 wans plus A 50 wans plus A-100 wans plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

lUPTO£H00l^^^^Mi
□ Advance Acoustic UM20 200 Classy styling and finish, with solid build and fine overall balance when sited close to a wall 18,30,21 A 43 • 307

Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 370 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 • A 24 e 294

0 Acoustic Energy Aelite 3 750 Wood-veneered all-rounder has exceptional neutrality with deep smooth bass 20,103,39 e A 22 • 292

□ Amphion Helium 520 1,000 Sharp styling and fine value for money with excellent voice band coherence 16,1M,2 e G 28 314

0 Amphion Ion L 750 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence and a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment in test room 16232626.5 A 40 • 310

□ ATC SCM11 849 A very fine little speaker that's at its best with good, natural recordings where it adds little and reveals much 21,38,25 A‘ 55 e 293

D Aurousal Al 450 Single-driver system is coloured but wonderfully coherent and very effective at communicating emotions 20.5,36,27 A 40 e 299

D AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 e 260

□ Bowers and Wilkins DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 30,33,23 A 23 72 226

D Bowers and Wilkins CM1 500 Luxury miniature has neutral, laid-back sound, with low coloration, fine imaging but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A— 40 • 279

□ Bowers and Wilkins 684 699 A fine all-rounder at a realistic price, this floorstander has a smooth, even and nicely open balance 20,91,30 • G 22 • 315

□ Bowers and Wilkins 683 899 A fine all-round periormer with high-class drivers at a very realistic price 20,99,34 • P 20 • 304

0 DALI Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 • A 37 • 271 
__

□ DAU Ikon 7 999 Bulky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, delicacy and transparency 20,114,34 • A+ 22 • 275

□ DALI Monitor 1 1,000 Beautiful miniature with advanced drivers sounds marvellously coherent with fine vocal expression 16,32,24 A 40 e 296

□ Dynaudio OM 2/10 775 Unfashionably bulky standmount has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is delicate and well mannered 27.5,45,35 A 22 • 299

0 Epos M5 349 Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 • 269

□ Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is impressively smooth, even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detail 18,85,20 • A- 28 • 273

□ Epos M12.2 449 A true classic standmount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 • 265

0 Focal Chorus 706V 369 Advanced drivers deliver a smooth, even, overall balance with healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 30 • 307

D Focal Chorus 816 V 1,000 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics, and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 03,100,37.5 e A+ 20 • 288

□ Heco Celan 300 595 Does tone colour, dynamics and detail with aplomb and communicates superbly in its +2dB mode. Sensitive, too 23,36.33 A+ 40 • 301

□ JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22,99,37 • A 25 • 275

O KEF iQ3 280 Shapely, vinyl-covered standmount has lively dynamics and fine imaging, but could be smoother and sweeter 22,37,33 A+ 40 • 284

0 KEF iQ50 489 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance, a sweet treble, but weak dynamics 7.5,81.5,26 • A 23 • 315

Mission elan e34 400 A return to form for Mission with a pacey, vibrant sound matched to good looks 35,96,34 • A+ 48 • 298

0 Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time coherence is magnificent but treble is too restrained 26,110,25 • A+ 28 271

O Monitor Audio BR2 200 Good looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30 e 294

0 Monitor Audio BR5 400 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold sounding, good value and an easy electrical load 17, 85,25 • A- 36 • 293

D Monitor Audio GS10 800 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs. High-quality stereo design which takes up little room and is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 • 284

□ Monitor Audio Silver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks It out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 • A 33

e

• 276

G PMCDBli 825 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator with fine warmth and sweet treble 5.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 • • 310
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ELITE

The very best audio systems 
Installed in your home 
For your lasting enjoyment

Specialist Audio Retail and Installation
We are a small evolving company offering a uniquely high level of personal service by helping 
you choose a system performance that best meets your needs. From initial consultation and 
demonstration through to installation and finally sales aftercare, we are committed to your long 
term musical satisfaction. Comfortable audition rooms, part exchange, low cost finance options. 
Linn Elite, NaimNet, B&W 800 series dealer. - Stand alone or expandable multi-room solutions.

248 Lee High Road, Lewisham, London, SE13 5PL 8 (020) 8318 5755 - 8852 1321
10am - 6:30pm. Mon - Sat (Closed Thurs) billyvee.co.uk S sales@billyvee.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS i S3 m :S m F 931
0 PMCTB2+ 795 Classy transmission line standmount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 20,40,30 A 28 • 275
0 ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699 Stunn;g standmount with electrostatic-like imagery, Its Signature brother costs £200 mo; and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 |V 267
D 0 Acoustics 1010 99 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling but fine midband voicing at a very sharp price 15,215,19.5 A 48 • 286□ 0 Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value for money, the smooth, well-balanced and lively sound makes for a fine communicator 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 • • 318□ Ouadral Pico 849 Could be more muscular, but neutral and open with spacious imaging and little coloration 19,34,26 A- 30 • 292
0 Rega R1 298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 ‘ • 269□ Russ Andrews SP-1 399 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, most importantly, great fun 192,315.24.8 A+ 65 ■ • 309

D Spendor S3/5R 725 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, but lovely smooth neutrality and good bass extension 16.5,30.5,190) P 25 • • 310
D Tannoy Revolution DC4T 599 Ultra-compact floorstander that lacks bass weight and dynamic tension, but sounds open and coherent 15,85,16 e G 40 e 316
0 Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 PrettY compact standmount likes wall leading, delivering a lively even bass and smooth coherent midband 23,365,23 A 40 e 307
0 Triangle Antal Esw 995 Smoother than its predecessors, with a beautifully balanced bass and midband, though the top end is uneven 20,108,34 • A 20 • 288
G Whartedale Diamond 9.1 180 Superior shape and finish at an exceptionally sharp price, Sound is aid back, but free from bcxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 • 307
D Whartedale Opus2-M1 1,000 Elegant mid to compact three-way, a new direction in recent years for Whartedale 23,51,36 A- 42 • 302

ABOVE £1.000

0 Amphion Argon2 Anniversary • 1,200 Notably superior coherence and focus, fine neutrality and dynamic range with low cooration 19,38,31 A- 24 • 317
0 Amphion Prio 520 1,600 Gorgeous styling and a lively sound with good voice band integrity and a sweet top end 16,104,22 • A 40 e 302
0 ALR Jordan Classic 5 1,200 Slim, laid-back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 17,99,26 • 1 A 28 e 275

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,350 Costly but clever, adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agility of a standmount 245,37315 A 26 e 288□ ATC SCM19 1,499 Super linear motor system, heavy weight construction and fabulous veneer that makes the ATC a pro favourite 22,44,31.5 A- 54 • 285
0~" ATC SCM16A 2,203 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Good value, including built-in amps and fuss-free 27,45,33 ACT 42 e 300
[ill Aurousal VS 1,650 The fine coherence and imaging of a single driver system, plus extra help at the frequency extremes 215,1075,26)8 » G 20 e 314
Q AVI ADM9 1,000 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic, and they give good iPod, too 20,30,26 ACT 60 e 301
0 AVI Duo 1,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVIs electronics, Unusually clean and honest musical presentation 19,77,28 • A 50 • 280□ Bowers and Wilkins 805S 1,600 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound iaid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 * 271
0 and Wilkins 802D 8,000 Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communcation. Makes sweet music 37,115,56 A <20 e 2670“ I Dynaudio Focus 220 1,850 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble, Could be more dynamic 20.5,98,29.5 1 • A- <20 • 281
□ Focal Chorus 826 V 1,250 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up 28,104,37.5 • A 45 e ' 287
0 ’ Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,399 The W cone treatment makes some of the qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive 99.8,28.2,37.5 • A+ 39 e 308□ Focal Chorus 836V 1,549 Bulk ,■ sharply priced three-way could be prettier. Has good bass with genuine grip, but top could be sweeter 28,115,38 • A 28 • 290
0 Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy and low coloration, but acks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 e A- 25 • 276□ Free FS1 3,000 An elegant active design for anyone after the minimum of wiring, Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 e ACT 35 301

Gamut Phi5 2,550 Lovely and discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • P 20 • 305□ Guru OM10 1,695 A very clever close-to-wall standmount with fine imaging, that sounds a lot bigger than it looks 30,252,232 A 26 • 317
0 Jamo R 907 5,500 Arguably the more 'chummy, of Jamo’s dipole flagships, it offers a powertul bass and open midrange 44, 118.9,7 • A 30 • 317

Kudos Gardea C1 1,450 A very pretty compact standmount with a delightfully subtle and delicate sound quality 20,35,27 A 40 304
0 Kudos Gardea C30 5,250 An absolute honey that fully justifies its hefty pricetag, lacking only a little dynamic tension 20,112,27 • G 22 • 310
0 MartinLogan Source 1,599 Careful install needed, but capable of remarkable transparency at an extremely competitive price 24,120,37 • A 42 e 303□ Monopulse 42A 1,495 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics, and superb voce coherence, but untidy treble 26,110,25 & A 25 • 302
0 Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics, fine imaging and a wide dynamic range 27,110,25 & A- <20 • 281

billyvee.co.uk
mailto:sales@billyvee.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS/SOBS BUYER S BIBLE

? STEREO SPEAKERS SPECIFICATIONS
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Stereo speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS

E MonitorAudio PL300 5,500 Completely new level of sophistication from a brand best known for mainstream, cost-effective designs 41,111,47 e A- 28 • 301
E Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 LE 4,000 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, while overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 A 22 "•T 308
0 Neat Elite SE 1,499 Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness 20,90,18 A 25 • 267
0 Neat Momentum 3i 1,745 Sounds a lot bigger than it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • - 302
(W Opera Callas 2,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate pertormer 23,37.5,34 B 32 e 311
0 Opera Seconda 1,525 Fine styling and finish, plus very superior voicing, if a shade lacking in warmth 24,102.5,315 s A 20 • 1 314
0 PMC Wafer 2 1,650 Clever 'hang-on-wall' speaker has minimal sonic compromises. Smooth midband delivers impressive stereo imaging 33.5,57.5,10 A+ 45 j • 285
0 PMC FB1i 1,950 A floorstander that boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end 20,100,30 • G 20 311
o PMCGBIi 1,330 Pretty little floorstander has great class with fine delicacy and sweet detailing 15.5,87,234 • A 30 306
0 PMCOBli 3,200 This floorstander delivers a smooth overall balance with wide bandwidth and dynamic range 20,1025,325 e A 20 # 1 311
E PSB Synchrony One 3,000 Slim and discreet floorstander that delivers superb sound quality and flexible bass 22,109,32.5 0 A 45 el 318
0 Rega R7 1,498 Super-slim and super-smooth floorstander has fine agility with a slightly bright overall character 27,98,35 • A 25 e 271
0 Rega R9 2,498 This subtle, laid-back but very informative peformer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 17,103,39 A 25 a 271
E Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 A 20 a 256
E Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 • • 274
□ Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,000 Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression. Could be warmer and richer 20,100,25 e A 22 • 1 290
□ Ruark Talisman Ill 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 Sr’ A 22 259
E Sonus faberCremonaAudit. 2,690 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass... this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' (stands £575 extra) 20,35,37 A 50 • 1 305
E Sonus faber Minima Vintage 2,150 Easy, graceful sounding compact is a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels 20,33,27.5 A- 55 312
O Spender SP3/1 R2 1,600 Conservative styling, superb neutrality and coherence with unusually low coloration 22,40,28 A 37 • 1 317
0 Tannoy Glenair 10 2,999 With a 250mm dual concentric driver this is a generously proportioned, highly engaging speaker for a good price 36,100,35 • p 28 • 314
o Totem Model 1 Signature 1,595 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 • 1 277
0 Triangle Genese Quartet 1,995 Great material value and a solid all round sonic performance with great loudness potential 23,117,37 e A 25 • ! 302
0 Triangle Celius Esw 1,395 Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, plus good scale and weight 20,117,34 • A 22 a ■ 277
(W Triangle Magellan Concerto 14,750 New 'sw2' version is less immediate than its predecessor, but it's easier to live with and remains highly enertaining æ,1æ,45 A- 32 • 1 290
□ Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 • . 270
E Vivid Audio B1 7,750 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 • A- 40 • 261
E Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness'. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 A 20 e 1 252
0 Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000 Much (but not all) of theACT's pertormance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 * A 28 e : 254
E WhartedaleOpus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 26,100.5,41 * A 23 • 1 314
0 Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted standmount with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 • 296

Our favourite s best buy @ ediws choice

SUBWOOFERS SPECIFICATIONS

sû

Bass speakers
BADGE? PRODUCT E
0 B&W PV1 950
(W B&WASW850 2,000
E Eclipse TD725sw 2,700

MonitorAudioASW100 300
E REL 305 795
0 REL Stampede 550
0 REL T1 595
0 REL Strata 5 700

REL Storm III 900
REL Storm 5 1,000 I

0 MartinLogan Dynamo 449
Velodyne SPL-800R 699

E Wilson Benesch Torus 5,200

COMMENTS

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 
Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 
Delivers solid meaningful bass, but with unusual tunefulness, speed and articulation
For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well
Landmark mid-price sub, works particularly well with low crossover frequency, looks great too
Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV
Standard setter at the price: flexible, easily set up and packs quite a punch

i 
0

s 3

s » g s
s m

29,34,35 500 20 259
53,56,52 1(W 18 246
52,47,50 500 40 287
32,32,34 120 27 225
32,36, 34 300 25 284
28,40,29 100 18 257
36,40,420 300 2 5 291

Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 
Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 
Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 
Refined, compact sub brings established MartinLogan virtues to a new price and size point
Powerful, highly configurable sub with auto setup feature and attractive, compact packaging
Amp and sub package built like a sophisticated pile driver, with deep, state of the art peformance

32,46,33 150 18 257
---------- :--------1-------- 1-------- L----------- 1

42,62,33 150 18 225
34,52,37 200 15 267
29,35,32 (W 25 301
26,27,33 1(W 28 286
45,33,45 1(W 10 290

EESEJl SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers. 

BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
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HEADPHONES
For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties 
( and some are designed for particular 

usage. The majority of 'cans' use 
dynamic cone and coil-type drive units and can be 
used with anything from a personal stereo to a 
dedicated amplifier. Other types also exist, most 
significantly electrostatics that use a charged panel 
membrane to produce a distinctly refined sound. 
These are supplied with their own dedicated 
amplifiers, which tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are 
open and closed-back designs, the latter being 

best for noisy (or noise sensitive) 
environments as they minimise leakage and 
intrusion. Open-back types tend to have a 
more open, less 'in-head' sound. There are 
also three variants of earpad design: 
circumaurals enclose the ear and press on 
your head, supra-aurals press on the ear and 
intra-aurals sit in the ear and are particularly 
popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans
Getting a good result with headphones is not 

quite as straightforward as it should be. 
Merely plugging them into the output on 
your CD player or amp will not give 
particularly engaging results unless you are 
very lucky. If you are planning on serious 
listening, invest in a dedicated amp - the 
increase in dynamics is not in the least bit 
subtle. A variety of models are made and 
prices start at around £80 for a QED, a little 
more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up 
the valve-powered Earmax.

Our favourite l~i BEST BUY [tt] EDITOR'S CHOICE

HEADPHONES SPECIFICATIONS

Q
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Stax

Stereo headphones
P o
K0

CO

BADGE?
Stax
Stax

PRODUCT
ACS T2

AKG K1000

Audio Technica ATH-W1OOO
D Beyerdynamic OT770

Beyerdynamic OT880 

Oenon AH-02000

Oenon AH-05000

E
E

Oenon AH-07000

Grado GS1OOO
Sennheiser H0595

Sennheiser PXC450

Sennheiser H0650

Shure SE420

Shure E500PTH

Stax SR-001 Mk II
Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. II

i [ COMMENTS
500 Earcanal earphones display an impressive midband intelligibility and a knack for digging out the detail

650 Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only

400 Superbly comfortable and very revealing. Long listening sessions are a pleasure with new musical insights

190 A touch coloured in the mid, but less than most closed cans: detailed and with excellent bass

230 Combines musical involvement with a high degree of analytical virtues. Very comfortable

250 Among the best closed-back headphones we've heard and very fine by any standards.

500 Sound is comparable with good open-back models, while isolation both inward and outward is useful

800 One of the best closed-back designs, bearing comparison with the finest open models. Bass, in particular, is excellent

995 One of the finest transducers on the planet, with detail to die for

160 Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable

299 Noise-cancelling model: as good as it gets for making the most of listening in planes, trains and automobiles

330 Clear and detailed, with very natural tonality through bass and midrange and just a little treble coloration

240 Expensive and no replacement for top conventional 'phones, but streets ahead of most in-ears with real refinement

420 Sophisticated in-ear design with three drivers, plus switchable 'voiceover' mic in the lead; high-quality stuff

239 i Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity

349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way

Stax
S

28

• 270

•

•
•

•
•

S; •

•

• 250

• 290

205

® 350

• 1320

© 295

250

270

• 240

275

© 15

280

205

z 
g

315

244

304

287

312

309

312

314

288

266

302

312

295

285

268

295

ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead ol more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears.
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 
one of the most popular phono stages around. 
Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 
baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges. 

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all 
incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.
Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 
the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TRichoRcI ResearcIh
Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928
sales@trichordresearch.com www.trichordresearch.com

1

mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichordresearch.com
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BUYER'S BIBLE CABLES

CABLES
Wires to hook your system together
/C~''\ Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 

( interconnects and speaker cables. 
V__/ Analogue interconnects come in

preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono) 
plugs attached, though some equipment uses 
XLR connectors for balanced connection - this 
can be sonically advantageous, especially over 
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold 
by the metre and can be used without plugs

or can be fitted with screw or solder-on types.
Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward 

as it might seem. One problem is that 
components interact with the cables you use and 
this often results in audible effects, but there are 
few cables that are fundamentally incompatible 
with any components, and we recommend the 
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should 
look to spend as much as you can afford.

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical 
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties 
sound better than optical, given the choice, but 
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs 
( lOm+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use 
Toslink connectors, while most electrical types 
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC 
connection instead - check yourcomponents 
before you buy.

Our favourite □ ™ ® ««
SPECIFICATIONS
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Interconnects and speaker cables
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BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 8 m ER m

■ ^OCABlE IHTERERNNECTS
0 Atlas Questor 70 Very open and informative at high and mid frequencies, with slightly dry bass. Imaging particularly fine 1 • • 295

D Audioquest Sidewinder 45 A lively and detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm. Slight added upper-bass warmth does little to detract • AS • 297

□ Black Rhodium Prelude 80 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit • • 293

0 Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superb bass and excellently neutral and detailed midrange: treble generally sweet with occasional slight constriction e 299

0 Black Rhodium Concert 255 This DCT cable from the Polar range gives a distinctively dark timbre, rich in detail, with low subjective noise • 1 • 270

□ Cambridge Azur Reference 50 Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble with no trace of dryness e 296

□ Clever Audio ilfd^-UneERclos 50 Sounding like something a good deal dearer. this cable otters near high-end detail and seems highly compatible too e 295

0 Clearer Audio Silver-line 244 Complex, well-screened cable which otters good sound all round with exceptional bass - at a price! • 279

0 CrystalCable Piccolo 260 Thin cable, but tougher than it looks, Piccolo has scme qualities of a sclid core type generically - notably resolution, focus and articulation
• 1

294

□ Kimber limbre 118 A very neutral cable that will complement even very upmarket systems « • 312

□ Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. Clear treble, too • 281

0 Monster MIOOOi 200 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere a 284

□ Nordost ^™^rdDream 95 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass • 303

0 Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers. Very good mid and treble e 9 281

□ Profigold PGA3000 60 Not the ultimate for lovers of clinical precision, its character is engaging and detail and extension are good & 299

□ Supra EFF-1X 77 Lively-sounding cable which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality, Musically, a great all-rounder 306

□ Townshend Isclda 0CT100 99 Sound has a particularly enjoyable cohesion and naturalness that makes for a great listener involvement 312

□ van den Hui Integration Hybrid 125 Bass is nothing remarkable, but mid and treble are outstandingly open and clear: very transparent 306

□ van den Hui The Wave 100 Generally neutral, with a hint of upper-bass richness: images seem to reside slightly further away than most • 312

D Atlas Compass 50 Slight improvement in detail over giveaway cables, plus distinctly more tuneful bass and more open treble, make this fine value e E 289

□ Kimber DV-30 59 A superb performer that lacks very little, even when compared to Kimber's high-end models E 317

□ Merlin Scorpion Digital 130 Reduces distortion, making sound clear with unusually revealing low frequencies E 317

D SupraAnCo 80 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transporVDAC combination, even in a high-end context • • E 304

SP^OT ^CABl PRICE PER METRE
D Atlas Hyper 1. 5 10 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass. but its performance at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price • • 299

D Atlas Ascent 2.O 55 A highly analytical cable, with more bass extension than at first appears and very fine detail across the board • e 294

0 Chord Silver Screen 6 Screened speaker cable with excellent treble, but just a little light in the bass at times • • 310

CABl CrystalCable Piccolo 1,480 A chip off the old block, this speaker cable has a similarly fast, fluid and subtle sound • 302

□ Kimber 8PR 12 A cable that really enjoys the music, also admirable for the levels of analytical detail it allows through. Excellent value • 299

0 Monster MCX-1s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble • 1 • 280

CABl Nordost Heimdall 162 Alternative to Valhalla, silver plated, micro-monofilament constnuction, low coloration, hi-res and suitable for exacting systems • 278

0 QED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems ♦ • 310

□ OED Revelation 15 Sensibly priced, this cable offers a performance which is a step-up from budget types • • 318

CABl Supra Sword 116 Zero inductance construction, medium resolution cable that has an excellent midband and is fundamentally musical • • 287

0 Townshend Isolda DCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all round • Afe• 241

□ van den Hui The Wind 50 Separate conductors provide plenty of room for experimentation and the conductor quantity keeps resistance low • 1 • 318

0 Wireworld Solstice 52 45 Rather bulky and awkward, but performance amply justifies it with superb bass solidity Afe• • 310

STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical. 
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS BUYER'S BIBLE

STANDS AND SUPPORTS
Equipment rocks and speaker standsIf you want to get the most from your source and amp components, it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated equipment supports are racks and tables madespecifically to hold hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive

effect on sound because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a pair of small 'bookshelf' or 'standmount' speakers, it's important to place them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.
Our favourite ® BEST BUY [EC] EDITOR’S CHOICE

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports

SPECIFICATIONS
z

g 8 g
s g

BADGE? PRODUCT ! £ COMMENTS â o "'

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 66,46 5 Glass 247

Atacama Equinox 280 Stau. modular design .vitr ”yir• Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 I 50,50 4 Glass 217

Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but it's all worth it as sound is unusually detailed and /esuToanee-tree 57 46,35 3 MDF 302□ Custom Design Inert Matt 70 Isolation platform that can Tovove the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit J 40x25 Metal 311

Custom Design ta Signature 330 Gorgeous wood and glass looks: sound lacks a little detail, but is nicely lively 56,37 4 Glass 286

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal and largely harmless 60,42 4 Glass 293

Custom Design Milan 449 I Respect is due to any stand that looks this good with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39 4 Glass 302□ Custom Design Icon 400 600 Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 75 57,41 5 Glass 263

Milty Foculpods 19.50 A set of four isolation pads that are amazingly useful for damping vibration and improving sound 2 5 Polyme r 311

Partington Minim 420 Adds its own character to the benefit of rock, most particularly, but slightly to the detriment of acoustic sounds 78 45,37 • 5 Glass 302

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF
i“..... i

217□ Russ Andrew; Torlyte PlatioDm 130 This unassuming plattorm can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound 8 48,36 1 Torlyte 302

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 58 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

Townshend VSSS 1,300 The Seismic Sink goes all glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality 76 35,50 4 Glass 273

SPEAKER STANDS
Speaker stands
BADGE? PRODUCT

Anvil Sound Display Stand

Custom Design S0402

£
226

100□ 
@ 

□ □ 
@ 

@ 

EI

Custom Design RS300

Custom Design S0404

Partington Ansa 60

Partington Dreadnought BS

Partington Heavi II

Russ Andrews Torlyte
IUIPMENT SUPPORTS SPECS KEY

110

200

99

295

399

299

COMMENTS

A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise

More a range than a model, capable of fine results especially with Acoustic Steel top plates

An attractive stand whose lack of coloration and ringing suits it to high-resolution systems

Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance of speakers great and small

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent

Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can offer

Robust to the r.ih degree, this stand helps produce very taut, precise bass and detailed upper frequencies

Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design, with excellent imaging too

SPECIFICATIONS
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50 20,17 • 1 293

62 18,16.51 • 2 299

56 16,5,18 • \ 281

61 18,16.3 4 283

62 18,15 • I 4 232

62 17,23 • 5 309

53 31,22 i • 6 I 287

60,50 15,21 3 280
HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plattorm(s). Single figures indicate a square plattorm.

WELDED As opposed to boll-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (ditterent configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Malerial lhal shelves are made of.
SPEAKER STANDS SPECS KEY HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates.

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand.

Customer Helpline
0845 460 6006

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
TV Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker Stands

The UK's AV Furniture Superstore 
24 H ou r Despatch

Stand & Deliver
The Home Of Audio Visual Furniture

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com

Stand & Deliver

0845 460 6006

www.standanddeliver.com Equipment Racks

http://www.standanddeliver.com
http://www.standanddeliver.com
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enjoy yourself

Award <
Winner -

r Pioneer Monitor Audio Monitor Audio AV Receivers

PDPLX5090

BDPLX71
Including free 
QED HDMI lead

Please call for
the latest Prices

Includes free delivery

New Radius HO Range
All models in stock

Call for latest prices.

SAVINGS

Yamaha RXV1900 £849

Denon AVR2809 £799

ÄRCÄM solo mini special pack Yamaha

Purchase the Arcam Solo mini, Arcam Muso Loudspeakers 
and the Arcam rdock at our special price

Please call for
special price.

Price including free next day delivery

CD-S700 £299

A-S700 £399

Price includes free delivery.

Marantz SR6003 £699 

as I 
Pioneer VSXLXSl £695

Onkyo TXSR876 
Call for latest price.

Check our website for the latest 2009 savings
linn, Arcam, Marantz, B&O, Bose tad electronics, Infocui, JVC, Monitor Audio, Mordaunt Snort, Pioneer, RCl, Rota, SimL, Tanney, Teac, Tivoli, Velodyne, Yamana. Plui many more.

6 Abbey Street, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA3 STX 
Telephone 01228 546756
www.petertyson.co.uk
Email sales@petertyson.co.uk
Open Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm

newcastle

hifi

153 Kenton Road, Gosforth, Newcastle. NE3 4NQ 
Telephone 0191 2857179.
www.newcastlehifi.co.uk
Email mark@newcastlehifi.co.uk
Open Monday-Saturday 10am-5.30pm

http://www.petertyson.co.uk
mailto:sales@petertyson.co.uk
http://www.newcastlehifi.co.uk
mailto:mark@newcastlehifi.co.uk


Dealer Guide [Classified ]

Expert advice 
Exceptional prices 
Excellent Service 
FREE UK Delivery

RRP£6.00M
Our Price

CHORD Chorus 2 Audio Interconnect

20% 
OFF

£4.80

QED QonduH Mains Hub 4 Way

CHORD Carnival Sllverscreen Speaker Cable QED Revelation Speaker Cable QED QonduH Mains Hub 6 Way

All prices Include VAT and FREE delivery within the UK F

Call 01903 210212 for advice and to place orders Visit our website at
Allsop, Black Rhodium, B-Tech, Chord, Creek, DNM, Ecosse, Grado, Graham Slee, lsotek, IXOS, 
Monster, Nordost, OED, RDC. Ringmat. Sennheiser, Supra, TCi. Tech-link. Van Den Hui, Wirewortd www.hificables.co.uk

http://www.hificables.co.uk
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The Moscode 402Au Tube Hybrid Amplifier

dorasi ny U

Mayfl<wrr

On permanent demonstration at Mayflower Sounds
Tel. 01302 711 528
(M) 07931 524 266

www.mayflowersounds.co.uk 
mayflowersounds@fsmail.net < Mayflrwr M(ninth

Atacama 
Audio Lab 
Audio Quest 
Castle 
Cyrus 
KEF 
Marantz 
Meridian 
Michell 
M. J. Aco 
Monitor Audio . 
Mordaunt*S 
NAD 
Nordost
Origin Live 
Ortofon 
Pathos 
Pickering 
Primäre
Pro-Ac 
Project 
QUAD 
Roksan 
Shanling 
SME
Stands Unique
Sugden 
Tannoy 

TEAC 

T rich ord 

Unison Resell 
Van Den Hui I 

Wharfedale
Yamaha 
& Lots more...

Award Winning Retailers

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ
Tel: 01904 629659

WWw.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

► 
► 
► 
►

Delivery & installation
Part Exchange
Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.
Visa, MasterCard, Switch etc.

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists
► Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000
► Widest choice in the area ► Independent advice
► Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners
► Over 35yrs experience ► Qualified staff
► Comfortable dem rooms ► Superb showrooms
► Main road location ► Major car parks nearby
► Insurance estimates ► Service Dept.
► Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
► Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) •subject to status

s in high fidelity sound reproduction - lince 1961

http://www.mayflowersounds.co.uk
mailto:mayflowersounds@fsmail.net
http://WWw.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk


Dealer Guide [Classified ]

www.soundgallery.co.uk
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks 
01494 531682

LINNDS iNTOUCH
Linn's new sound systems are designed to defeat the 

most expensive CD players available today! Even poor recorded discs 
sound delightful on a Linn DS player, and without a CD drawer and moving 

parts to wear out, it makes the perfect way to enjoy all digital music. 
However, please don't just take our word for it, 

bring along some discs and hear the music sing at The Sound Gallery!

PJF MUSIC WITH CONTROL
The Sound Gallery invites you to 
experience Linn's new DS range. 

A system that will not only enhance 
the performance of any CD disc, but place 

the entire music collection at your finger tips.

aream

dynavector

focal

grado

butter

infocus

isoblue

kudos

lyngi

naim audio

neat a

Liktirdost

dies

nottingham

ortofon

>rega research
shahinian

sim2

siltech

stax

sumiko

trichord

well-tempered

Rega Apollo 35th anniversary
Limited Edition CD player

500 worldwide
grab one while you can!

hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473) 655171
gnals.uk.com

To advertise here 

please call Tony Martin on 

0207 042 4253

i pswich
w w w . s i

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 

Specialists

020 7924 2040
Email: oranges.lemons « virgin.net 

61 Webbs Road. Battersea. NW 11 6RX
Mwvv.oandlhifi.co.uk I

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

Tel: +44 (0)20 8392 1959
Mob: +44 (0)7768 720 456 

www.choice-hifi.com • info@choice-hifi.com

http://www.soundgallery.co.uk
gnals.uk.com
virgin.net
Mwvv.oandlhifi.co.uk
http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.choice-hifi.com
mailto:info@choice-hifi.com
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MUSIC MATTERS
HI-FI & HOME CINEMANeW Store Now Open 

1 Oa Chapel Street Stratford-Upon-Avon Warwickshire CV37 6EP 
01789 414 533

We offer custom installation of complete 
systems integrating hi-fi. home cinema, multi

room and lighting.
Home trials are available 

for many products.

Our extensive range of products includes
• Arcam • Apollo e Anthony Gallo • Atacama 
• Atlas • Base •Bose available at 
SOLIHULL e Bowers & Wilkins
• Rega and Nautilus Diamond available at 
EDGBASTON e Chapter Audio e Chord 
Company • Chord Electronics • Cyrus
• Denon • Dream Vision • Dynaudio
• Dynavector • Epos • Grado • Infocus
• KEF • Krell • LAMM • Marantz • Meridian
• Michell • Mission • MJ Acoustics • Monitor 
Audio • Musical Fidelity • NAD • Naim
• Nordost • Ortofon • Panasonic • Pioneer
• PMC • Project • Pure • QED • Quad
• REL • Rotel • Sennheiser • Sim2
• SME • Sonus Faber • Tascam • Teac
• Whariedale • Wilson Benesch • Yamaha 

OPEN TUES - SAT 10:00 - 5:30
LATE NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM AND 
SOLIHULL WEDNESDAY TIL 6.30PM

Interest free credit on selected items • 0% APR 
Written details on request • Licensed credit broker

www.musicmatters.co.uk

•EDGBASTON 
363 Hagley Road. 
Birmingnam B17 SOL 
0121 429 2811

•SOLIHULL 
93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 
West Midlands B92 SJL 
0121 742 0254

•STOURBRIDGE 
9 Market Sheet 
West Midlands DY8 1 AB 
01384 444 184

•SUTTON COLDFIELD 
10 Boldmere Road. 
West Midlands B7ä 5TD 
0121 354 2311

• HATCH END 
344 Uxbridge Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 4^R 
020 8420 1925

•DARLINGTON
17 Coniscliffe Road 
County Durham DL3 7EE 
01325 481 418

mapantz^
PREMIUM

Sound Hi Fi
because music matters

F28al 705TE Avid SME & other turntablesAvid, SME, Shelter cartridges, AT-OC9, Clearaudio, Jelco, Hadcock, SL-1200 m28s
Denon cartridges, The Cartridge Man, Marantz, Focal, WhestAudio, A.N.T, Puresound, Transfiguration, 78rpm

Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web ^^.SoundHiFi.com

RE.Vax .. THE MANUFACTURERS' reVox 
SERVICE APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY SERVICE

IAN HARRISON HIFI SALE!
Tel: 01283 702875

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

Ih EA A I EC H N O L O G V L. X M X T ED
TTL House, Sheeptick End. Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

Denon Cartridges..........................................£POA
Whest Audio PS30R.....................................£POA
Whest Audio 2................................................£POA
Clearaudio Cartridges.................................£POA
Clearaudio Turntables................................ £POA
Transfiguration Cartridges.......................£POA
Tom Evans....................................................... £POA
Creek & Epos.................................................£POA

Al ^go are tart fMW and fUJy ^are^^. 
^Go are not oo Fl UK ^del

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 

Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an am and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects. 

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

SIMPLY THE BEST
AYON, AUDIA, BLACK RHODIUM, BOULDER, 

CHORD ELECTRONICS, DALi, EDGAR, 
FATMAN, GRAHAM SLEE, ISOTEK, MISSION, 
MARANTZ, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NORDOST, 

PRO-JECT, QUAD, ROKSAN, TOM EVANS, 
VITUS, WHARFEDALE,

The Old Coach House, Off South Street, Ashby-de-la Zouch. LE65 1 BQ

T: 01530 414128 M: 07976 571875
www.zouchaudio.co.uk email: mike@zouchaudio.co.uk

http://www.musicmatters.co.uk
SoundHiFi.com
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.zouchaudio.co.uk
mailto:mike@zouchaudio.co.uk
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Specialist Audio & Visual Consultancy...

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Exclusive South West Sound Systems...
Senso welcomes Bowers & Wilkins, Electrocompaniet 

to the best hi-fi portfolio in Cornwall.

Electrocomponiet - "if music really matters" 
Bowers & Wilkins - "foil bock in love with music"

Senso - Shaped by sound and vision, 
Driven by enthusiasm, Sustained by courtesy

sens©
s v s r ' m s

Tel: 01872 273215 I www.senso-systems.co.uk
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, Truro, TRI 2LS

Is this your problem? Here’s your 

answer

‘this accessory 
is heartily 

recommended" 
Gramophone

loud too loud way too loud 
Its a common problem. The usable range on !he 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at tow listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible. The noise floor may be audible, 
too. There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to cure/“ 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive equipm

£39/pair - post free

01204 36€5133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

"Hi-Fi Choice readers are passionate about hi-fl, with a strong preference for independent dealers and they want to know about the nuts and bolts of hi-fl technology."
Hi-Fi Choice Readership Survey May 2008

HI-FICHOICE 
PASSION FOR SOUND To advertise here 

please call 

Tony Martin on 

0207 042 4253 or 

email:

tony.martin@futurenet.com

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.senso-systems.co.uk
http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
mailto:tony.martin@futurenet.com
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Choi ce
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Hi-fi Exchange
Add your items for sale here and online free of charge 
■ iw 100% commission

00% of new products updated daily online
Power Amps Price BAT. VK3i £900 B&W 805 signature £1,500 Garrard 301 £700
Accustic Arts Power I £2150 Sonnee Timpano £2,200 Based on the Gamut L-3 £1,BOO Garrard TPA lO Pick Up Arm £200
Audia Flight Flight One100 £4,795 Boulder 1012 £6,495 Beauhorn 82.2 Revelation f l,BOO Graham Slee Era Gold V £395
Audio Research Ref 600 Mkl £12,995 Bryston BP 25 + Phono £895 Bose ACOUSTIMASS^ 3 £150 Henley Design HMC100 phonostage £200
Audio Synthesis Desire Monos £3,450 CATSLl Signature MK Ill £ 2,995 Bose Acoustimass 10 Series Ill £499 JVC 400-5 CD-4 Disc demodulator £60
Audiolab 8000a mkllt £300 C.A.TSLl Ultimate £4,B95 Definitive Technology BP3000 £2,500 Koetsu Black £750
BAT VK200 £1,395 Chord Electronics cpa2200 £3,000 Dynaudio S1.4 £1,095 Linn LPl2/ARO/Armegedon £2,495
Bel Canto Evo 2 Gen 2 £2,300 DNM 3d twin £3,750 Elac Jet CL310 Jet £550 Laxman P0131 £190
Sonnee lato £1,250 DNM series 2/3 £325 Eltax Symphony 8.2 £75 Luxman PD444 £0
Boulder 500 AE £1,950 Electrocompaniet EC 4.5 £495 Gale Model 5 £150 Michell Gyro SE £850
Boulder 850 Mono Amplifiers £3,600 Exposure 21 Preamp £250 Gale Sub-Zero 10 £35 Nairn Audio Phono boards £0
Bryston 4 B ST £995 Gryphon Prelude £5,695 Gale Centre 2 £35 Origin Live Digital Stylus force Gauge £57
Burmester B28 Mk II £2,600 Krell KPS 20il £995 Gershman Avant Garde RX-20 £2,750 Origin Live Encounter £750
CAT JL2 Signature £11,500 Krell Showcase Processor £1,BOO Goldmund EPILOGUE 1 + 2 £26,120 Ortofon SlO MM £35
CANARY ca303 signature monoblocks £3,000 Lumley pre/phono 0001 Reference £500 Hales concept 5 £2,200 Ortofon Jubilee £1,000
Chord Electronics SPM1000-B £1,075 Mark Levinson 3Bs £1,650 JMF MKlll Ref Pro Monitor £795 Ortofon Kontrapunkt B £650
Chord Electronics spm600 £2,000 Mark Levinson 38s £1,BOO IMFTL550 11 £175 Ortofon MClS Super £ 65
Classe Audio CA 201 £1,BOO Marsh P2000 £325 Infinity Kappa 9 £1,995 Ortofon MC25FL £65
Classe Audio DRS power Amp £650 McCormak RLD l £1 150 JAS Orsa £995 Pro Ject RPM 4 £90
Cyrus llli £275 Melody Pure black 101 £2,299 JBL TLX103,121,lll £1BO Rega Planar 3 £300
Cyrus Power £175 Meridian Audio 541 surround controller £300 JMLab 927 BE £1,500 Rega planar 3 £225
Cyrus Power Amp and PSX-R £300 Michell Argo HR + Hera £500 JMLab Electra 1027 BE £3,400 Roksan Xerxes 10/DSl.5/Artemiz/Jubilee £3,500
Oenon POA-TlO £200 Michell Argo HR/Hera £550 JMLab Alto Utopia be £6,995 SME Model 20/2A £5,695
EAR 534 £1,395 Michell ISO HR/Hera £295 JMlab Diva Utopia £7,500 SME Model 30/2A £11,757
Electrocompaniet AW 60 IT £800 Myryad MPJOO £375 JMLab Electra 1037 be £5,750 SME Model lOA £3,336
Exposure 18 POWER £790 Nairn Audio 102 £595 JMLab Micro Utopia Be +Stands £2,750 SME Series V Arm £1,450
Exposure XVlll Power Amp £475 Nairn Audio Nac 62 £250 JR Jordan JR 150 + Stands £450 Stanton 500 AL II £50
Goldmund 18.4 £7,365 Nairn Audio NAC 92 preamp £200 KEF Q95c £75 Tube Technology MM MC Phono stage £995
Gryphon Antileon Sig £12,995 Primare Pre 30 £750 KEF Q35.2 £200 VPI super scout master signiture £2,750
Gryphon Encore £7,995 Quad 22 £60 KEF QSO;ref 90;30B;70S £600 VPI TNT 4 + Rokport Arm £6,500
Gryphon Reference One Monos £5,995 Quad 33 £90 King's Audio o ipt r £895
Ha!cro OM 38 £9,995 Tact 2.2x £1,995 Leema Acoustics SPLX12 sub-woofer £550 CD Players/ Dacs Price
Halcro OM38 £5,500 Tom Evans Argo Hr £595 Linn Kabers {Passive) £795 Accustic Arts DAC l mk4 £3,000
Halcro Logic MC20 £1,999 Tom Evans PULSE 2 £1,500 Linn Katan £300 Accustic Arts Player 1 mk3 £3,BOO
Harmon Kardon AP2500/PA2200 £395 Tom Evans The Vibe £2,495 Linn Keilidh E 325 Arcam 5 £200
Jeff Rowland Model 5 £1,500 VAC Renaissance Signature MKll Pre £6,995 lowther drive units 2 x pm2c with phaze plugs £350 Audia Flight COI £2,995
Krell FPB 600 £3,995 YBA 2 Alpha £795 Lumley 100 MK 11 Black £1,400 Audio Alchemy 200 transport /vl.O DOE £420
Krell KMA160's £2,200 YBA Passion Pre £3,495 Lumley loudspeakers reference signature £1,300 Audio Research CDl £995
LFD PA2M £690 Magneplanar SMG £300 Audio Research CD3 mkll £2,950
Lumley 0001 Reference £1 100 Integrated Amplifiers Price Martin Logan Ascent i £2,495 Audio Research Reference CD7 £5,950
Lumley Reference 120 monos £1,695 Accustic Arts Power 1 mk2 £3,600 Martin Logan Prodigy £4,B50 Audio!ab 8000 Transport/Dae £695
Lumley Reference Ml20 £1,750 Anatek A50 £420 Martin Logan CLS llz 1,795 Audiomeca/ Pierre Lurne Mephisto transport £995
Mark Levinson 333 £3,495 ATCSA12^50 £1,600 Meridian Audio dsp33 centre £525 Black edition alpha 3x £1,500
Mark Levinson 334 /300w £3,495 Audia Flight Flight One Integrated £2,995 Meridian Audio M1500 £500 Black edition alpha 3x £1,500
Mark Levinson 335 £4,000 Audio Innovations Classic 25 £400 Mirage FRX 9 £600 Bluenote Stibbert Tube £1,B50
Mark Levinson ML434 Monoblocks £4,995 Audiolab SOOOS £250 Mission 753 Floorstanding £249 CaryCP-1 £995
Mark Levinson ML436 £7,975 Bel Canto S300iu £1,450 Mission 75C CENTRE CHANNEL SPKR £99 Cayin SCO-SOT £1,000
Mark Levinson ML9 £895 Leak Stereo 30 £150 Mission M33i £135 Cayin SCO-SOT £950
McCormak DNA 125 £1,150 Lizard Wizard PMC £250 Mission 77DS & 770S £150 Cyrus cd7q/psxr £750
Mcintosh MC 252 £3,000 Lyngdorf Audio TOAi 2200 £2 195 Monitor Audio radius £1,BOO Exposure COP CO Player £375
Mcintosh MC 252 £3,400 Marantz PM-66SE Signiture £100 Mordaunt Short MS-50 Floor Standers in Bick Ash £150 Goldmund Meta-laser-II £1,650
Mcintosh MC 3000i £2,295 Nairn Audio Nait 3 £500 Mordaunt Short MS Avant 904i £120 Gryphon Mikado Sig CO £7500
Mcintosh MC352 £3,250 Pioneer a aj 6 £200 Nairn Audio SBL Walnut £800 Krell KPS 2Bc CAST II £4,995
Muse 175 monoblocks £B95 Roksan Kandy L3 £0 Neat Acoustics Motive 3 £400 Lehmann DAC+ preamp/DAC £550
Musical Fidelity KW550 £3,999 Roksan rocksan kandy ka1 £450 Piega P4Xl Mk2 £1,295 Marantz CD-67SE £75
Musical Fidelity NuVista 300 power £2,495 Roksan CASPIAN £4B5 PMC Loudspeakers EB1 £4,995 Mark Levinson 31.5 & 30.6 £12,500
Myryad MA 240 £475 Roksan Kandy Mk3 Integrated Amp £329 PMC Loudspeakers BBS £6,995 Mcintosh MCO 201 £2,450
NAO C-272 £3BO T+A VlO £2,B50 Podium one £2,250 Meridian Audio 200/203 Tran/dac £350
Nairn Audio 1BO £595 T+A VlO £3,500 Quad ESL 988 £2,295 Meridian Audio 518 OAC £495
Orpheus Lab Three S £1,695 Quad £5l 9BB £2,295 MICROMEGA Trio £1,000
Parasound 2 x JCl £4,000 Loudspeakers Price Quad ELS S7 £995 MSB Link DAC 3 24/96 £450
Parasound JCl 's £3,200 Acoustic Zen ADAGIO JR £1,BOO Revel Uhima Studio £3,599 Musical Fidelity a308cr cd player £975
Passlabs X600 E5,995 Aton Phalanx/Poseidon £10,000 Reynaud Offrande £1,750 NAO £0
Plinius SA lOOmklll £1,195 Anthony Gallo Acoustics Nucles £300 Richard Allan Dimension Five 3 £300 NAO C521 BEE £140
Quad 303 £150 Apogee Stage £1,200 Rogers Ls3/Sa £500 Onkyo MSB-J HOD+CD MSB4 HOO recorder £500
Restek Sixtant £425 Arcam One £300 Rogers LS3/Sa £995 Pioneer pd d6 £200
Roksan Caspian M Series-1 Mono (pair) £1,500 ART Emotion £3,500 Ruark Templar 2 £225 Pioneer PD-S703 £70
Ruby Chameleon £295 ATC5CM-10 2A £1,BOO Sonus Faber Electa Amator Il's +l/W Stds £1,990 Primare CD2l £490
Sumo SIN 810 2145 £0 Audio Acoustics Fundamental K2 £0 System Audio SA2K £1,595 Rega Planet £299
Tag Avantgarde 100x4 £1,295 Audio Acoustics Sapphire Ti-C £0 Talon Firebird Diamond £17,500 Shanling COT 300 30-Sonics £2,495
Tom Evans l near A £3,750 Audio Acoustics Sapphire Ti-C Mocha £0 Tannoy Mercury MXC centre £40 Sonic frontiers C03 Transport £2,400
Tube Technology Genes s Monoblock:s £1,499 Audio Physic Spark (latest) £1 150 Tannoy eyris £150 Sony SCD-777ES (fully upgraded) £2,150
Tube Technology Gen sis Monobloc £2,500 Audio Physic Yara Floor £795 Titan £995 Sony CDP-XE270 £40
VAC 30170 Monoblocks £7,995 Audio Physic Brilon £1,495 Velodine FSR 10 £495 Sony SCOI £1,990
V ncent SP-991 plus pa - £1,550 Audio Physic Spark 1 £B95 Wilson Audio Wan/Puppy 5.1 £6,495 Tag Mclaren CDT20R-T2L £695
XTC power one £1,300 Audio Physic Tempo (latest) £1,695 Wilson Audio Witt £3,295 Theta DSPro Basic II £600
Yamaha A.X-492 £100 Audio Physic Virgo 3 £2,250 Wilson Audio 5.1 Watt Puppies £5,000 Theta Jade CO Transport £700
YBA Pass on Monoblocks £6,995 Audiovector M3signature active £2 100 Wilson Audio Watt3/Puppy2 £3,750 Theta Data Basic II + DAC OS Pro Prine 11 £750

Aurousal A1 MKll £495 Yamaha nslOOOm £1,400 Trichord GENESIS £250
Pre Amps Avantgarde Acoustics Duo £4,500 Yamaha NS-99AV EBO Trichord Genesis £170
Accust c Arts Pre 1 £1,495 Avantgarde Acoustics Duos £5,495 Tube Technology Fulcrum DAC & Transport £1,595
Arcam Delta 110 £295 Avantgarde Acoustics Trios £9,995 Turntables Price Wadia 861 b £3,500
Aud a Fl ght Fl ght 1 Pre £2,995 AVJAOM9 £600 alphason Sonata and HRS JOOS £900 Wadia X64.4 Digimaster £1,295
Audio Research LS2 mk:11 £1,295 B&W OM620 £120 Oenon D1103 Gl £500 Yamaha COX 1100 £350
Audiolab 8000Q £175 B&W 704 £BOO Dynavector JOX4 £150 YBA 3 Alpha £995
BAT VK30 £1,495 B&W 800 Nautilus £7,995 Fidelity Research FR64 £600 YBAybacd3X £995

We buy, sel and exchange quality hi-fi

choice-hifi.com
email: info@choice-hifi.com Tel: 0208 3921959 Mob: 07768720456

hifi.com
mailto:info@choice-hifi.com
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ASTLEY AUDIO LTD3 Marketplace, Wallingford, Oxfordshire 0X10 OEG
a 01491 839305
© www.audioimages-hifi.com

SE

1

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL
m 01858 432999
© www.divineaudio.co.uk

GRAHAMS HI-FI GL
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, 
London N1

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM

■ 020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk kam

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR
a 0115 9786919
© www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk iiHsra

■

INFIDELITY
9 High Street Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey, KT1 4DA.
m 020 8943 3530
© www.infidelity.co.uk '

GL ■

IÆ.WJ

CREATIVE AUDIO9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1EN
a 01743 236055
© www.creative-audio.co.uk

WM

AUDIOBOFFS338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Herts WD 1TP
a 020 8177 4095
© www.audioboffs.co.uk

GL w
«

WK 
K

¡¿F

SOUND CINERGY WM37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands WS9 8NL
a 01922 457 926
© www.soundcinergy.co.uk

KMMM
ALTERNATIVE AUDIO
Brompton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

sw

a 01984 624242
© www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

VICKERS HIFI
24 Gillygate, York,
Y031 7EO
a 01904 629659 
© www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

AUDIO AND CINEMANorfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,Truro, Cornwall TR1 2LS
a 0870 458 4438
© www.audio-cinema.co.uk

sw
J

THE RIGHT NOTE
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol
BS3ÙEJ
m 01225 874728

sw

www.loissoftware.eo.uk/rightnote/index.asp

AUDIO IMAGES E
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR321HB
a 01502 582853
© www.audioimages-hifi.com

■mm

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION E
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston
Norfolk NR9 400
a 01362 820800
== www.basicallysoun| o . ■

■■

DOUG BRADY HI-FI

17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire
CH2 3NH
S 01244 344227
,d www.acoustica.co.uk

Kingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North,
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU
m 01925 828009
© www.dougbradyhifi.com

SYNERGY AV HI-FI12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 3JB
a 01260 280017
© www.synergyav.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire SK81AL
a 0161 491 6090
© www.audio-counsel.co.uk

7/////////////////>

fT\

■■■■■■■■I

NW

V.: ■

s™

ACOUSTICA LTD NW

___
NW

l:FJ»ZJ

NW

NE 1 ACTON GATE AUDIO W
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham,
Clwyd LL13 7PB
a 01978 364500
© www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

______ Jr

SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NE - North East, 
NW-North West, W-Wales.

HIFICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact
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TECHNICAL & DESCRIPTIVE TERMS BUYER'S BIBLE

GLOSSARY
TECHNICAL TERMS DESCRIPTIVE TERMS
S.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 
channels typically front left and right 
centre surround left and right, and LFE 
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer. 
BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 
characteristic frequency balance resulting 
from emphasising parts of the audio 
range and/or de-emphasising others. 
BASS The lowest three octaves of the 
audio band -'low bass' refers to the 
bottom octave (20-40Hz). "mid-bass" the 
middle octave (40-80Hz) and 'upper 
bass' the top octave (80-1^0Hz). 
BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp). 
Loudspeakers equipped with separate 
access terminals to each drive unit can 
be driven by separate (matching) power 
amplifiers for each driver.
BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 
Loudspeakers with separate access 
terminals to each drive unit can be 
driven by separate cable runs between 
the amp and each driver.
CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 
erased though discs that have not been 
completely filled can have tracks added 
until the disc is finalised.
CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 
incompatible with older CD players.
CLASS A The operation of an 
amplifying stage or device in which 
current always flows, as opposed to 
Class B, where some of the devices are 
effectively turned off some of the time. 
Cass A tends to have the advantage of 
offering lower distortion while Class B 
tends to generate less heat.
CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 
in Class A for the first fraction of a wan 
and Cass B thereafter.
CLIPPING An ampllfier's output 
waveform is 'dipped' if the volume is 
advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 
avaiiable to sustain ever-increasing 
power levels. Distortion increases 
dramatically at this point.
CLOCK Any electronic osciilator that is 
used to generate a timing reference 
signal. Used to synchronise the data 
being taken from a disc.
CROSSOVER A simple electrical 
network which divides the full 
bandwidth signal received from the 
power amplifier, apportioning 
appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 
various drive units.
DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 
radio using frequencies in the 
217.5-23OMHz band. Broadcasters use 
varying degrees of compression and offer 
a broad range of programming. 
DAC or Dgital-to-Analogue Converter. 
The stage in any digital component at 
which incoming digital data is used to 
reconstruct a recognisable analogue 
(music) waveform.
DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital 
audio format that typically contains five or 
more entirely discrete channels eg 7.1 EX 
where side and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner 
to DD that 'steers' information to the 
front UR, centre and mono surround 
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 
which converts electrical energy into 
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding 
format used for SACD offers a frequency 
response of over 1 OOkHz and a dynamic 
range over 120dB. It has over four times 
the data capacity of CD.
DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated 
circuit that handles the decoding of digital 
audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it 
separates the left from right and front 
from rear, while managing the various 
bass options.
DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 
to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4: t 
compression ratio that, ostensibly, 
promises higher quality.
DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 
DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth 
and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 
compatible with standard DVD players. 
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 
connecdon that uses an electrical cable 
rather than optical. Includes the balanced 
('AES/EBU') interface.
FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 
audio, both analogue and digital. These 
are often very sophisticated in design, and 
in total they probably have rather more to 
do with the "personality' of CD player 
sound than most other factors.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 
frequencies, from low to high, which a 
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE With speakers. the 
complex electrical load that a 

l oudspeaker presents to the amplifier 
driving it.
JITTER An insidious distortion specific to 
digital audio caused by imprecision in the 
clock, used to regulate the conversion of 
data into analogue audio.
KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 
rate measurement system used primarily 
with highly compressed formats such as 
MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount. the 
bener the quality.
LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 
source component (except phone 
cartridges) gives an output in the region of 
1-2V referred to as 'line level'. It follows 
that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' 
or 'tape' are designed for this input level 
and are thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 
of reducing the number of data bits 
(density) without corrupting the original 
description of the musical sgnal.
LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 
data density by recourse to a complex 
psycho-acoustical model that predicts 
what is, and what is not, 'audible' within a 
sequence of music.
MIDRANGE The middle three or so 
octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 
approximate frequency span from 
160Hz up to 3kHz.
MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression 
format for digital audio that drastically 
reduces data content in order to squeeze 
music through internet connections or 
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 
hard disc.
OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of 
resistance to alternating current, a source 
with low output impedance (below 100 
ohms) helps ensure compatibility with 
most amplifiers, even with long 
interconnect cables.
PCM (pulse code modulation) The 
digital coding system for analogue 
waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality 
is limited by the oversample and bit rates 
used - CD is 44. lkHz/16-bit while 
DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24-bit.
PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 
audio band at the point where midrange 
and treble meet.
QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 
distortion or noise resulting from errors in 
the description of the musical signal by 
the digital code
SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 
1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based 
on DSD coding that offers high resolution 
stereo and multichannel sound from 
hybrid discs that can also be played on 
ordinary CD drives.
SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 
musical waveform is sliced up into 
discrete chunks. For CD. this is 44.1kHz or 
once every 0.023msec. DVD wll also 
support 48kHz and 96kHz.
SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that 
a speaker generates for a specific voltage 
input. Expressed in decibels per wan (dBi 
W), measured 1m from the speaker. 
THX Standards system for home cinema 
set-ups which includes amplifier power 
and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 
latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 
stringent than THX Select.
TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 
Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 
transmission system it invented for 
consumer applications.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 
types of power semiconductor used in 
solid state amplifier output stages. 
TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 
the audio band, ie above 3kHz.
TWEETER Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 
crossovers split the signal into two or 
three frequency bands, a two-way speaker 
can have more than two drive units.
WATIS (per channel) The watt is the unit 
of electrical power and the WPC 
rating is the maximum average 
undistorted power that an amp can 
deliver to a typical speaker. However, 
speaker sensitivity variations can make 
more difference than amplifier output.
WOOFER 8ass driver

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 
sonic character.
AMBIENCE The impression of an 
acoustical space, such as the 
performing hall in which a recording 
was made.
ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. 
ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) 
and instruments and the interactions 
between them.
ATIACK The leading edge of a note 
and the ability of a system to reproduce 
the attack transients in music.
BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, 
the degree to which one aspect of the 
sonic spectrum is emphasised above 
the rest. Also channel balance, the 
relative level of the left and right stereo 
channels.
BODY Fullness of sound, with 
particular emphasis on upper bass. 
Opposite of thin.
BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 
with audible cabinet resonances.
BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 
upper midrangeflower treble.
DARK A tonal balance that tilts 
downwards with increasing frequency. 
Opposite of bright.
DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 
follows the attack.
DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability 
of a component to reveal the subtle 
information that is fundamental to high 
fidelity sound.
DEPTH (of image) The perception of 
music being reproduced behind the 
loudspeakers and inhabiting a 
reproduction of the acoustic space of 
the original recording.
DETAIL The most delicate elements of 
the original sound and those which are 
the first to disappear with lesser 
equipment.
DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', 
which usually comes across as 
fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of 
reverberation as produced by a damped 
environment.
DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy 
and wide dynamic range. Related to 
perceived speed as well as contrasts in 
volume both large and small.
EUPHONIC An appealing form of 
distortion that generally enhances 
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 
the harmonic elaborations of some 
valve amps.
FAST Good reproduction of rapid 
transients which increase the sense of 
realism and 'snap' .
FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 
image projection.
FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 
aggressive sound, a sense of the image 
being projected in front of the speakers 
and of music being forced upon the 
listener.
GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound 
which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 
sturdiness in the bass.
GRUNT See grip.
HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 
aggressive sound with a metallic 
tinge.
HARSH Grating, abrasive.
IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 
voice or instrument is in a particular 
place in the room.
JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 
energy and life.
LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 
sounds in a recording.
MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 
cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 
the sound.
NATURALNESS Realism.
OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 
transparency.
OPEN Sound which has height and 
'air', relates to clean upper midrange 
and treble.
PACE Often associated with rhythm, 
a strong sense of timing and beat.
PRESENCE A sense of an 
instrument or voice occupying a 
place in the listening room.
PRESENCE RANGE The upper 
midrange.
SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 
rather than hear.
SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 
sound, often heard on radio.
SNAP A system with good speed 
and transient response can deliver 
the immediacy or 'snap' of live 
instruments.
SPEED A fast system with good 
pace gives the impression of being 
right on the money in its timing.
STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 
sound.
THICK A lack of articulation and 
clarity in the bass.
THIN Bass light.
TIMBRE The tonal character of an 
instrument.
TIMING A sense of precision in 
tempo. See speed and pace.
TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 
percussive sound. Good transient 
response makes the sound as a 
whole more live and realistic.
TRANSPARENCY, TRANSPARENT
A hear-through quality that is akin to 
clarity and reveals all aspects of 
detail.
TWEAK To tune a system or 
component in an attempt to get the 
best performance from it.
TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 
this process.
VEILED Loss of detail due to limited 
transparency.
WARM A fullness in the lower 
midrange/upper bass.
WEIGHT A sense of substance and 
underpinning produced by deep, 
controlled bass.
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Now is the best time to connect British made 
cables in your hifi system

Why Black Rhodium - Over 75% of Black Rhodium sales are of cables 
manufactured in the UK. Only HDMI, Optical cables and some home cinema 

speaker cables are made outside the UK.

Look for ‘MADE IN ENGLAND'
or 'MADE IN THE UK' printed 

on the side of the cable.

^lack^Vhodium
Made in England

For FREE Factsheet to discover how British made cable can improve sound quality & enhance your enjoyment of music

Email: info@blackrhodium.co.uk or Phone: 01332 342233

Outstanding music and video 

systems from a retail shop 

established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 

for its spectacular quality, 

performance and reliability.

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 

020 8946 I 528 orshop@obrienhifi.com 

Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

^— ^ ^..
MM fluid

AVIO

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we can offer our customers home demonstrations.We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.
New vinyl records now stocked

HIFICHOICE
PASSION FOR SOUND

To advertise 
please contact the Sales Team on 
0207 042 4255

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

mailto:info@blackrhodium.co.uk
mailto:orshop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.analogueseduction.net


tel: 0845 6019390

Heatherdale
eaudio limited

Buying New? 
Call us BEFORE

you p/x!
Analogue
Ariston ROSO, ex condition
Aesthetix Rhea phono, the besi we've ever heard 2399
^^^^io Master Ref Nv!O. SME fit, ex ^^io, ^save £lt^te Call 
C!earaudio Evolution with parallel tracing ®m 999
Clearaudio Master Solution Unif toneann 2929
Conrad Johnson EV1, excellent boxed 799
Graham Phantom, ex demo, excellent. bm(ed 1746
Graham Slee Era Gold V ex demo, as new 229
Graham Slee Elevator, ex demo, excellent, boxed 349
Koetsu Black, mint 929
Lnn Unto, excellent, boxed 599
l^ LP12, ltok LV11 tVld Sornko ^PS i^ty ^prot e^eriple 899 
Lnn LP12, CirKus, Lingo, reasonable 829
Linn LP12, tttok LV11 and K18, excellent 799
Linn Ekos, excellent 899
M<chell Tecnoarm, nr mint Call
Michell Gyro SE, gpod order, boxed 599
NAIM Atmagedon, late olive, excellent, boxed 499
Origin Live Silver, mint, boxed, new version 449
Orgin Live fully modded RB250 249
Project Perspective cJww arm and Sumiko BPS 349
Rega P3, in green 279
Roksan M Series Phono Stage 449
Roksan TMS1.5, and OSU, SME cut boxed, reduced 1699 
Roksan Xerxes Referenee Power supply, nr mint, boxed 599 
Roksan Xerxes 20/XPS7 as new, used 1499
Roksan TMS2, as new boxed with power suppty 2929
SME 3009/2 as new, boxed 249
Systemdek II (biscuit tin), ADC arm. vgc 249
Tborens TD850/AB300, excellent, boxed Call
T^^^^ri Elite Rbok, Ecalibur ^m, Merlln pls, plinth & lid 749 
lrchord Dino Mk2, ex demo 249

A œ^&ories/Cables
Chord - various cables, call fix detaiis Gall
isotek - Sigmas, Minsub and various cables, ex demo Call 
NAJM Fiatcap 2X. ex demo 329
Nordost. various, ex demo Call
Van den Hu! - various ex demo Call

Digital
Accustic Arts DAC1 Mk4, new save C1290+ 2929
Arcam CD73 black, w mint with remote 229
(^Cam M:ig v2, 11 ssilvef with Soft u^^nbing ^boa'd. t^^^N! 599 
Cyrus OACXP, excellent. boxed 1199
Cyrus OAD3024, excellent 349
Esoteric SA10, ex demo, nr mint 1499
Esotenc X03SE. ex demo, nr mint 3899
Esoteric DV60, ex demo. nr mint 2499
Esoteric X-0 I, nr mint, boxed, absolutely stunning 4499
i&.otltric P-03^^^, rY (mint, boxed, ^^^ety 12495
Lnn Kruik, v la!e version. excellent, boxed 499
Linn Numenk, v late SPS version 499
Marantz SA1, excellent, boxed 1199
Marantz CD80, vgc 149
Marantz CD63se Kl Signature excellent, boxed 199
Marantz CD6000 Kl Signature, excellent, with remote 199
Musical Fidelity Nuvista CD, excellent, remote, boxed 999
NAIM COS and PS, due in Gall
Pathos Digit, superb 1649
Pathos EndQfphin, crated, ex demo unit 2929
Primare COOl, nr mint, ex demo unit 699
Quad 66, excellent, boxed 399
Roksan Atessa transport 399
Roksan Caspian M Senes. excellent, boxed 649
Shanling GDTBO. excellent 399
Shanllng CDT200, excellent boxed, newer model 1199 
Stelio DP200 DAC Preamp, superb buiid and value 999
Sugden SCDT1 payer, excellent, remote 749
Tag McLaren CD20T and 0AC20, excellent 699

f^P30 r^^^, T^pls^Em NC PS 1199
TEAC P700 transport, good condition, boxed, remote 249 
TEAC VRDS10, good condition, boxed, remote 399
Unison Research Unico CO, exce!!ent Call

Radio/Reco^tere
Audiolab ^MOT. excellent, boxed 229
Nakamichi C02 recent importer service 199
Pure 702ES, excellent multiband and DAB tuner 149 
Quad FM3,FM4, 66FM Call

Amplr/rera 
Acoustic Arts Pre 1 & Amp 2 Power, ex demo. boxed, save f1000s 4999 

Int^^ed Amp1 ex <^^, boxed, save t1 (^00 1749
Arcam C31 and Pl Monos, excellenl, boxed 1749
ATC CA2 preamp, excellent 399
Audio lnnw®^re 700 i'li^ated, ^excellent, boxed 499
Audio Research SP11mk2. ioc phooo stage, fantastic 2249 
Audio Research VS55, 6)(cellen1 1249
Audio Note OTO Se excellent, boxed, 949
Audiolab 80000, reduced S99
Cairn 4808A Integrated, nr mint, in back 599

P\111):), boboxed, ^super stage 549
Conrad Johnson PV15, excellent, boxed 1599
Cyrus Svs, nr mint, boxed 499
Cyrus XPA, Smartpower & Smartpower plus, from 249 
Cyrus AV Master and ACA7 preamplifiers from 249
EAR 8834L, decent httle valve line preamp 449
Graal GMSO, nr mint, boxed 2499
Krell KAV300i, excellent, with remote 999
KmH KSASO, excellent 999
Linn LK 100 and LK140, o)(cellent. from 199
Linn Kolector ex demo, boxed 329
Linn Wakonda, nr mini, boxed, phono boards 229
Meridian 551 749
Meridian 501/555, excellent, with manuals and remote 749 
Music First Passive Magnetic Preamp, excellent, boxed 799 
Musical Fldality AS Power 999
Musical Fidelity F22 preamplifier remote, boxed, vgc 399
NA.IM N^^.55/N^AP90, Chrome, boxed, pboio^^ds, vgc 29 
NA!M NAP180, Olive, boxed 449
NAIM NAIT 3, nr mint, boxed 349
NAIM NAIT 5, nr mint. boxed 399
NAJM ^^S^. ^^rox2^yeat'SOld to^^wl^^ 7999
Pathos Classic One Mk2, ex demo 899
PionioneA400X, excellent. boxed 899

^^^, [pra/t^^er t^^bo, boxed, i^th ^tabletop i^rere (^
Quad 44 Preamp, 40S Power amp6, NOW from 99
Rolhwell lndus SE, as new, boxed, passive 399

1^^ 1^-^ Em ^MroJ ex ^to. save £1(0) 2749
Tag McLaren, PA20r Preamp and 125M Monoblocks 1249
Tag Mclaren, PA10 Preamp and BOP Poweramp 549

Loudspeakers
Art Emotion Monitor Signaiure, nr mint, boxed, cheny 3999 
AVI Neutron IV, excellent, ex domo units. boxed, in cherry 8349 
Castle Howard choice of 2 pairs 599
Oynaudio Focus 110. boxed 549
Oynaudio Focus 140, excellent, boxed 699
Dynaudio Audience 8 Flootslanders. nr mint, bargain 199
JM Lab. 1007Se, excellent. boxed 1249

C20 ex^^, boxed, to 3ls 1749
t. 1^^. rr 1^. t:ne with Ku S^ire bored 349
Linn Kabef, passive, vgc 449
Martin Logan Source, nr mint, ex demo 1499
Martin Logan Purity, ex demo, fo< details 1999
M^n Logan Surrmit. ex sligct i^mark. ^^^NN! 5499
Mission 752, fair, boxed 199
Monitor Audio RSB, ex demo 549
Monitor Audio GStO, excellent, BARGAIN 599
Proac Response 1SC, excellent, boxed 699
NEAT Motive ex demo, excellent Call
Opera Callas nr mint, ex demo, boxed 1699
Opera mini, with dedicated stands 499
i^Peak ^^^re ire rY ^imt. boxed 2499
Q 1010 AV 5.1 speaker paci^a, as new, bla^ 399 
Quad 21l. in Maple, excellent 349
Rega Ela, orginals in black 149
R^poer Music 5 (New RVo/45), Ixbrand new, i^^^led O^1 Cal 
Roksan FAS Floorstanders In Piano Black, ex demo 1199 
Sonus Faber Cremona, brand new, boxed Call
Sonas Faber Minima ^^or, boxed. wwith lipo^Em Stages 1199 
Tannoy DC2000, vgc black 199
Triangle Genesc Quartet, excellent Call
Usher Audio X718, excellent, boxed 399
Usher Audio S520 in gloss red, excellent, boxed 199
Usher Audio CP6371 in becK HiR + ^^^er of the year 1299

SPECIAL SYSTM D^S
E^^boA110.^^^era"(ISA10^^0^piayer,^rt,(^me^t.rits ^29
Lnn Cl^^k with tunet, nr mint. boxed 499
M^Musk:at F»^idelity i^^50^pe box Iomega system, save Eli^te 1750
Prlmare CD110 Superb one box Cd/DAB system 599

Tuesday to Saturday 10 til 5, tel 01642 267012 
or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

202 Findon Road Worthing, West Sussex BN 14 OH 
Web: www.hifi-stereo.com

E-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com
Telephone: 01903 872288

Mobile: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234

Speakers
JM Labs Mezzo Utopias Superb/boxed £2800
Monitor Audio GS-60 speakers mint/boxed £995
KEF IQ-5 speakers mint/boxed
B&W VM-1 centre speaker mint/boxed
Sonus Faber Concerto Grand Piano speakers, superb/boxed £795 
Celestion A3 speakers, superb but no boxes hence only £1195 
Tanney ST-100 super tweeters superb/boxed (£1200) only £495 
B&W DM 1800 speakers with stands £150
Acoustic Zen Adagio Centre speaker with stand (new) £1625 
Hales Trancedence 5 speakers £2895
Dynaudio Audience 7 speakers with stands £395

Turntables, Cartridges and Tonearms
Dynavector 507 MK2 arm (£2995) only £2295

Amplifiers
Almarro 3188 (new) £2250
TRI TRV-M300SE amplifier (new) £4495
Meridian 551 integrated amp £595
Roksan Caspain remote controlled in! amp £495
Godmund SRM-250 monodocks, ex demo (£6590) only £4995

Pre-amps
Mark Levinson ML-40 processor/pre-amp cost new over £30,000
offer for £9995
Proceed PAV pre-amp £495

CD Players and Transports
Meridian GO-7 CD player, mint/boxed
CEC TLOX belt drive tronsport AS NEW only £8995
CEC TL-1 N transport with DA-1 N DAC, AS NEW only
Denon DVD3910 multi-format player with HDMI
Panasonic DMREZ-25 DVD recorder HDMI-1080P
Meridian 508 CD player £795
Tri CD player New £1895
Goldmund Eidos CD/SACD Player ex demo mint/boxed/full 
warranty (£3195) only £2495

Miscellaneous
Denon TU-1800 DAB/FM/AM tuner mint/boxed
Selection of NEW Madrigal CZ Gel balanced interconnect at 30% 
discount
Selection of OYAIDE plugs and power strips POA
Sony AM/FM ST-SE370 Tuner £75
Technics ST-61OL Tuner (FM/MW/LW)
Winds ALM-01 Stylus Gage (New)
Sony ST-SE570 Tuner £60

Main Dealer for:
Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tonnoy Prestige speakers, 

Thiel speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, Balzano Villetri speakers, 

SME, Stax, Cello, Lyra, My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell.

mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
http://www.hifi-stereo.com
mailto:heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com


Feature [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer ]

2nd-hand shootout
Classic £1,000 CD players

W
ith something as comparatively complex as a CD player it can often be worth buying nearly new. That way, you'll save some cash and get the advantage of a warranty and plenty of fussfree play. And if you decide on this safer option then there are few players better than the Primare CD31.Launched less than four years ago, older models that are no longer under warranty. Not that it matters, as this Swedish built player appears to be very robust, with very few problems reported. Renowned for its class-leading sound quality in 2005, there's still very little that comes close, especially at the £900 we found one advertised for. TheXLR sockets are also an added bonus and

A point worth considering is that few dealers in the UK sell this CD player. That's fine if you live in London, but if not you may find servicing or repair requires a long trek or faith in the postal service. And again, take care when buying on the internet. This isn't a Sony, Arcam or Cambridge Audio CD player, that can be taken to any number of UK dealers for repair. Dealers will easily detect any 'unofficial' players and service may be refused. Still, with a cost new of £ 1,7 50, the £ 1,000 player that we saw advertised looked like being a good deal.For something a little more esoteric, the Shanling SCD-T200 is a worthy contender. First produced in 2003, this stunning player 
Pictured: The impressive-looking Shanling SCD-T200combined SACD with valve outputbring out the best from the CD31 (the RCA phono outputs just don't sound so good). And it's certainly worth remembering this point when buying an amplifier to match.As ever, if you're buying from internet sources then do be careful. You may save a few pounds, but there are risks. Damaged or graded goods are occasionally passed off as perfect and there's often no redress. For peace of mind, either pay by insurance backed credit card or PayPal. Better still, buy from a dealer who'll take it back if you're not happy with its performance.Another good nearly new option is the Cary CDP-1. This American CD player is rare in the UK and is, as a result, often overlooked. Like the CD31, it was launched in 

technologies. The original models were produced with a stainless steel chassis and gold accents. Between 2004 and 2005 this became an aluminium chassis and the later model can be identified by the 'C suffix: SCD-T200C. Other than cosmetic differences there's little to separate these players and both should now be available on our budget.The SCD-T200 uses two pairs of 6N3P triode valves; two for the analogue output 
"As even if you're buying from internet 
sources then do be careful. You may save 
a few pounds, but there are risks."

much more expensive CD players. If you don't mind going for an older player, then our £1,000 will get you the esoteric Japanese company's DP-65. With the original DP-65 being launched in 1993, the UK suppliers (RT Services) advised us that some parts might be hard to track down. Having said that, and although it's heavily modified, the basic laser is a Sony, so spares shouldn't be impossible.

2006 to much acclaim... in the States. Butdon't let this put you off, for the CDP-1 is a fine sounding CD player. The bass is a little richer than the Primare making it ideally suited to systems that are tonally "dry" or "lean". As with the Primare, the XLR sockets are well worth using in order to obtain the best sound quality.

Pictured: The much-sought after Accuphase DP65

and two for the headphone output, making this an excellent choice if you're a headphone fan. The original valves should last at least 2,000 hours, but at less than £ l 0 a pair, replacements won't break the bank. If you want to upgrade the sound, then there's a wide choice of premium valves available. Many reckon the best to be the Bendix 6385, although they're very rare and, hence, expensive. Shanling is distributed by Real Hi-Fi in the UK, who warns against the perils of buying second-hand online. It seems there a quite a few knock offs, so if you're at all unsure then either buy from a recognised dealer or contact Real Hi-Fi with the serial number.Accuphase is a brand that we've looked at before, although that was in the context of

However, RT Services is keen to stress that it wouldn't service any non-UK model. Our advice then, is to seek the newer DP65V model, as with any CD player the newer the better. This arrived in the UK in 1998 and was discontinued in 2004. Although the spec is pretty much the same as the DP-65, it can be distinguished by its rounded edges. With digital inputs as well as outputs, this is a great machine for looping through your PC, iPod or other digital sources. If this isn't enough the DP-65 also comes with two optional board slots offering even more connections. It might be old-tech now, but the engineering quality is first rate and the sound quality still very competitive. HFC
Dominic Todd 

Next issue £1,500 amplifiers
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THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and 
best free private ads service for second-hand hi-fi. These pages are 
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you 
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to 
place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your phone number and county. The simplest 
way to send your ad is via email to: jason.kennedy@futurenet.com 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 
2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. Please note that this service

FOR SALE
HEYBROOK INTEGRA classic 
stereo amp, £300.Tandberg 
TR2055 stereo receiver, needs 
attention, classic original, 
service manual, offers over 
£100. 01566 783199 (Devon). 
ARCAM ALPHA 6 amplifier, 
Alpha 5 FM tuner, B&W DM4 
speakers/stands. Good 
condition/boxes. Also Alpha 5 
CD player (not working) £100 
ono. 0151 428 1524 
(Merseyside).
MISSION 751 speakers £50, 
Chord mains cable 1.5metres 
£70. No offers. 07868 
175364 (W Mids) .
ARCAM DV79 DVD player, 
black, mint condition, remote, 
instruction manual, boxed, 
HDMI interface £27 5 ono. 
01772 745553 (Lancashire).
QUAD 306 power amp, Quad 
34 control unit and Quad FM4 
tuner, all with original 
instruction books, £350. 020 
8361 3435 (North London).
ROKSAN L2.5/ Sl.5 pre/ 
power amps with 051.5 (PSU) 
£1,100.TEAD Microgroove+ 
phono stage (0.5mV output) 
£450. SonyTCK6ES 3H 
cassette deck, Dolby B, C, S & 
HX Pro £120. 07805 731653 
(Surrey).
REVELM22 speakers in 
maple, immaculate condition, 
highly recommended 
standmounts (£1,800) £850. 
01872 870602 (Cornwall). 
CYRUS PRE X preamplifier 
boxed £350. Rotel RB991 
power, 200 watt, £350. Or 
swap for Nairn. 01977 
609839 (W Yorks)
CARY AUDIO CD-308 
upsampling CD player, HDCD, 
remote volume control, high 
end performance and 

construction in black, mint 
condition, boxed (£800) 
£345. 07776 143890 (Hants). 
OPERA SECONDA speakers 
(cherry) £750. Unison 
Research hybrid valve 
equipment; Secondo 120w/ch 
integrated amplifier £750. 
Unico FM/RDS tuner £450. 
All below half price. Chord 
Rumour 4 bi-wire speaker 
cable 2x9m E180 (£430) . 023 
8073 8935 (Hants) .
PROJECT RPMS turntable, 
good condition, hardly used, 
one year old £250 ono. 
07946 465191 (N London).
ACURUS (MONDIAL) RL11 
preamp, black with aluminium 
dials, superb sound, excellent 
condition, with remote, 
(£700) £265. 07725 072878 
(Leics).
RUARK TEMPLAR MK2 
loudspeakers, rosewood, 
immaculate, (£626) f199 
Bargain. 01702 556116 
(Essex).
ARCAM CD73 CD player, 
black. Arcam A80 amp, black. 
Both boxed and in mint 
condition, £200 each. Buyer 
collects. 01384 897009 (W 
Mids).
LIMITED EDITION Al poster 
illustrating the history of the 
loudspeaker, as seen in Hi-Fi 
Choice Feb issue. Over 100 
images of the most 
groundbreaking, classic and 
outrageous loudspeakers ever 
made. Price £20, plus £3 p+p. 
To order email d.gentleman@ 
btopenworld.com or call 
07879 650913 (Herts).
BENCHMARK DACl under 
12 months old, bought DAC 
pre, £390. Chord Signature 
Digital cable, RCA-BNC, Im, 

is open to private advertisers only.

£90. 01752 773369 (Devon) . 
MUSICAL FIDELITY Trivistor 
300 hybrid integrated 
amplifier, 300 watts/channel, 
mint, boxed, new valves, 
£1,350. Or £6,200 the pair. 
07859 388167 (SE London). 
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR 
640A amp and 640C v2 CD 
player, good condition, E 160 
the pair. Also Yamaha RX- 
V420RDS AV receiver, £80. 
07900 243100 (Lancashire). 
MUSICAL FIDELITY AS CD 
player, as new, mint condition, 
low usage, upgrading to SACD, 
(£1,500) £800. No offers. 
01268 415017 (Essex) 
CHORD MAINS CABLE l.Sm 
long, (£160) £75. Apollo 
Olympus speaker stands with 
Atacama Atabytes, (£85) £35. 
07868 175364 (W. Mids) 
GRADO SR60 headphones, 
£45. Sennheiser HO 595 
headphones, £7 5. Both highly 
rated models, boxed and 
unused. 01943 463510 
(W. Yorks).
LIMITED EDITION Al poster 
illustrating the history of the 
loudspeaker, as seen in Hi-Fi 
Choice Feb issue. Over 100 
images of the most 
groundbreaking, classic and

BUYING TIPS
Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term 
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to 
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and 
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused 
component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller 
as well as the goods !

Above: Opera Seconda 
loudspeaker

outrageous loudspeakers ever 
made. Price £20, plus f3 p+p. 
To order email d.gentleman@ 
btopenworld.com or call 
07879 650913 (Herts).
ARCAM FMJ A22 amp 
with phono board, f350.
Arcam FMJCD 23 CDplayer, 
£350. Arcam FMJ T21 tuner, 
£100. Linn Sondek LP12, 
£400. Rack, £25.
peter@brookes.org.uk or 
07966 086593 (W. Mids) . 
HEYBROOK INTEGRA classic 
stereo amp, £300. Tandberg 
TR2055 stereo receiver, needs 
attention, classic original, 
service manual, offers over 
£100. 01566 783199 (Devon).
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2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer] Private ads

FOR SALE

B&W 703 loudspeakers, 
maple finish. Slight damage to 
cabinet, otherwise excellent. 
Two years old, £800. Serious 
offers. 07943 164393 (Kent). 
LINN LK289 power amplifier, 
more musical than 

85/100/140. Excellent 
condition, Linn box, bargain, 
£240. Nottingham Analogue 
Spacedeck with Incognito 
Rega arm/Tecnoweight plus 
ATllOE cartridge, excellent 
condition, original boxes, 

£765. 01243 863371 (Sussex). 
MARANTZ PM7200 amp, 
little used, but run in, 
excellent condition. Class A 
and A+ B, £220 ovno. Marantz 
PM66SE amp, excellent 
condition, full working order, 
hardly run in, £80. Yamaha 
KX393 stereo cassette player 
(as new), a brilliant piece of 
kit, £80 ovno. 01685 350176 
(Merthyr Tydfil).

MERIDIAN 5616 24-bit DAC 
£450, 502 preamp £500, 557 
power, £600, Ruark Prologue 
One speakers, £450, 
Audiophile Base 3, £450. All 
pristine. £2,000 the lot. 
01392 444182 timiambeing@ 
yahoo.co.uk (Exeter).

BOSE ACOUSTIMASS series 
5 subwoofer and two satellite 

speakers with all wiring, 
excellent condition, £300 ono. 

0115 854 9677 (Notts).
MONITOR AUDIO GR10 
loudspeakers, boxed with free 
cables, £400. 01224 321419 
(Aberdeen).
ARCAM ABS amp, £350. 
Arcam PSS amp, £300. Arcam

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE ADVERTISEMENT
To submit your advert to us, please email jason.kennedy@futurenet.com or alternatively, use the postal form below. 

s Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly also 
" include your telephone number and home county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.

Name _ 
Address

Daytime telephone
Date_____________________________________________

PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO: I
Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. I
— — — — — — — — — ————————————————————— — — — — — j

CD93 CD player, £350. PMC 
TB2+ loudspeakers, £3 50. All 
approximately three years old, 
but not used much due to 
working away. All mint 
condition, boxed with original 
packing, manuals, remotes. 
Buyer collects. 02392 257626 
(Hants).
MISSION M25AS active 
subwoofer, ash black, phase 
control. 250mm front-ported 
driver, l 00 watts, mint 
condition, £90 o.n.o 
07814 633624 (Leics) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A300 
amplifier, mint, boxed, 150 
wpc. £1.400 new. Will accept 
£450. Bargain, no offers, 
buyer collects, upgrading. 
0144 6 7418 2 5 (S Wales).

NAIM NAC 112 preamp, 
£269. Nairn Arriva 
floorstanding speakers, cherry 
finish, 2005, £495. Chord 
Anthem 2 interconnects, RCA 
factory temination O.Sm, 
£109. Odyssey 2 loudspeaker 
cables 3m unterminated, £45. 

01984 640588 (Somerset) 
NAIM SUPERNAIT amplifier, 
boxed, as new, (£2,350), £1,200. 
Nairn Powercord, 2m, (£350) 
£180. 01491 614325 (Oxon) 
PMC 081 speakers, four 
months old, brand new, still in 
boxes, light oak, (£2,850) 
f 1,500. Quick sale, inc three 
year warranty. Bargain. 
07920 124888 (London) 
AUDIO RESEARCH REF3 
(£8,500), £5,500. Nordost 
Valhalla power cords (£1,924), 
£1,200. Sm speaker cable 

(£9,500), £4,900. 7m

Advertisement 

interconnects, XLR (£6,999), 
£3,900. l m XLR, l m RCA 
(£2,595), £1,290 each. 
01797 253073 (Sussex) 
REGA PLANAR 3 turntables 
(two) with Ortofon cartridges, 
£140 each. NAO C350 
integrated amp, £90. Yamaha 
KX 393 cassette deck, £30. 
All excellent condition. 
01942 492889 (Lanes) 
ROKSAN KANDY L111 
amplifier, 18 months old, 
perfect, £325. No offers. 

01205 724191 (Lines) .
CYRUS PRE X preamplifier 
£350. Marantz PM66SE Kl 
Signature amplifier, £175. 
01977 609839 (W. Yorks) 
ARCAM ALPHA 7 CD player, 
£85. Rotel RA971 Mk2 
amplifier, £95. Castle Durham 
3 speakers, £175. Dynaudio 
Audience 42 speakers, brand 
new, £300. All boxed. 
07900 866232 (Yorks) .
SAP RELAXA 1 magnetic 
equipment support, two 
available, floating platform 
gives total isolation from 
external vibration to greatly 
improve performance of 
turntables, CD, DVD players. 
£200 each. 07734 850600 or 
pcaveller@yahoo.com (Gloucs). 

CHROME MAXELL UDllCD 
cassette tapes. Two sealed 
packs of five 90 minute tapes. 
01661 823606 
(Northumberland).
TOWNSHEND SPEAKER 
cable 3m (£310), £180. 
Kimber KCAG interconnect 
(£416), offers. MIT Z cord 2 
power cables 1.Sm x2, £70.

Monster Cable 3002, four 
pairs and one pair 4002, £12 
each + p&p. Stratos 3 (£110), 
£35. Six-tier equipment 
support, oak. Offers. All ono. 

0115 912 6424 (Notts).
CREEK OBH-21 SE 
headphone amp, £100, 
Sennheiser HD 600 
headphones, £90. All fine 
condition, will demo, no offers. 
01483 892955 (Surrey).
CYRUS CDXT silver, boxed, as 
new, can demo, £315 ono. 

07766 415325 (W. Mids) 
KEF XQl in silver, matching 
stands, excellent condition, as 
new, genuine reason for sale, 

£600 o.n.o. 07766 078281 
(London).

70 LYRITA LPs, unplayed, so 
as new, £350, also Cogan 
Hall loudspeaker cable, £75. 
02392 453382. (Hants) 
SICK KRELL 300 CD player 
with CD drawer stuck closed, 
otherwise in excellent 
condition. Does anybody 
fancy taking it on? Any offers? 
01359 259152 (Suffolk) 
LINN KATAN Speakers in 
piano lacquer white, six 
months old, still boxed plus 
corresponding Linn stands. In 
superb condition, not suitable 
around young children, hence 

sale, £500. 01932 849553 
(Surrey).
SUGDEN CD21 great 
analogue sounding CD 
player, excellent condition, 
£495. Arcam AVR300 
surround sound receiver in 
silver, as new, £475. 01403 

711778 or 07813 367409 
(W Sussex).
DENON AVR-2106 home 
cinema receiver, with remote 
and manual, £170. Cambridge 
Audio S30 loudspeakers, 
boxed, £45. Buyer collects. 
07852 132840 (Hull).
UNISON RESEARCH hybrid 
valve equipment; 'Unico' 
Secondo, 120 watts per channel 
integrated amplifier, £780. 
'Unico' FM/AM RDS tuner, 
£475. Opera Seconda speakers, 
stunning design, cherry finish, 
£825. All half price. Chord 
Rumour 4 bi-wire speaker cable 
2x9m, (£430) £180. 023 8073 
8935 (Hants).
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audioemotion
www.audioemotion.co.uk

e info@audioemotion.co.uk 
t 01333 425 999

Music our Passion

> Loudspeakers
> Amplification
> Digital
> Analogue
> Cables
> System Infrastructure
> Accessories
> Pre Owned

> Please ask about our 
unbeatable part-exchange 
programme.

Contact us to arrange a 
demonstration and find out 
why ATC have the who’s who 
of client lists...

Mark Knopfler * Tom Petty
Lenny Kravitz * Manfred Mann
Skin * Daniel Bedingfield
Deep Forest * The Rolling Stones
Clint Black * Dhani Harrison
Martina McBride * Kate Bush
Pink Floyd * Lou Reed
Ian Anderson * Rick Springfield
Enya * David & Ziggy 

Marley

AUDIO EMOTION
EXCLUSIVE

ATC HAVE SELECTED OUR 
BUSINESS AS A PLATFORM TO 
DEMONSTRATE THEIR NEW 
FLAGSHIP LOUDSPEAKER, 
THE AMAZING EL150.

We have this exclusively on 
demonstration and are offering 
a free airport collection service 
(Edinburgh) for any potential clients.

PEACE OF MIND CHARTER
• 5 year first owner warranty on all new and 

pre-owned equipment*
• 14 day no quibble exchange plan
• Industry best’ part exchange prices
• Free room optimisation consultation using 

our proprietary software
• Finance available on all products

* terms & conditions apply

http://www.audioemotion.co.uk
mailto:info@audioemotion.co.uk


Tel 01480 447700
Fax 01480 431767
www.quad-hifi.co. uk

!AG House Sovereign Court 
Ermine Business Park Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire PE29 6XU

9LActive
Digital Amplification Loudspeaker System

Elegant yet feature-packed, with a dynamic and detailed sound, this compact two-way active speaker system*  incorporates high-quality digital amplification - 60W per speaker - plus a range of plug-and-play connectivity options, including mini-jack, RCA phono and USB. Whether your source is analogue or digital - from traditional hi-fi components to PCs and portable devices - the Quad 9L Active plays music in style.
* Supplied with a remote control and optional table stand. Available 
in a range of pearlescent and metallic high-gloss piano finishes in 
shades of Yellow Moon, Yellow Green, Pink Blush, Red Ruby, 
Purple Lilac, Blue Sky, Gray Tungsten and Deep Black.

http://www.quad-hifi.co

	Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice

	FURUTGCH

	Pure Transmission Technology

	Bristol Show '09

	fo) MONITOR AUDIO

	Alvin



	file

	COMPETITION

	QUESTION:

	A Torrential B Toledo C Toroidal

	HOW TO ENTER:

	If you know the answer, text Arcam A, B or to 87474 or visit www.futurecomps.eo.uk/ arcamcd and follow the instructions, leaving your selected choice and details where prompted:
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	Music is our Passion

	The way forward?


	"...the PC is too noisy to have in the same room as a system."

	Swedish guru

	Mr. FAST

	Lucky man

	Gadget shmadget

	Collection connection

	Importers/distributors for Shanling, 30 sonics, Musical Laboratory, Hyperion, Duevel, Horning, Supravox, Metaxas, Heart, Bias King.

	Tel: 01257 473 175 • info@realhi-fi.com • www.realhi-fi.com
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	Sound solutions

	"The Music Player will act as an internet radio when connected to a computer network, with data rates that extend to 320kbps... ”

	"When you find it impossible to locate discs you want to access, a server-type solution is a natural way of resolving the problem."
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	LOUDSPEAKERS

	EQUIPMENT USED

	LISTENING TESTS

	LAB TESTS

	LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH

	OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE

	A clear upgrade for the

	www.russandrews.com/catalogue

	metropolis music

	Tel: +44 (O) 1435 867 438


	telephone : 01753 652 669 e-mail : info@ukd.co.uk web site : www.ukd.co.uk

	£299 per pair a 0845 644 3537 @ www.daii.dk

	LAB REPORT


	.£389 per pair m 0845 660 2680 (;[: www.focal-fr.com

	LAB REPORT
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	Got CDs?

	naiminm

	"Compact & ^^^^^... the JB7

	ofand	GRAMOPHONE


	Synergy AV

	.£400 per pair 1: 01707 278100 {;£ www.infinityspeaker.com

	LAB REPORT

	www.audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion

	> Please ask unbeatable programme.

	about our .

	part-exchange

	£398 per pair s 01702 333071 .£4? www.rega.co.uk

	A radical new tweeter lies at the heart of Rega's new RS range

	LAB REPORT
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	Tiny Tannoy aims for revolutionary sound quality

	LAB REPORT |


	[Ultimate Group Test] Loudspeakers £300£400




	CONCLUSIONS

	Don't need loudspeakers? There are great deals on Hi-Fi and AV amplifiers and receivers purchased on their own too! Visit www.SSAV.com for more offers

	BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE*


	news, the latest offers and more at www.SSAV.com

	the experts in home entertainment

	LCD & PLASMA SCREENS

	HI-FI SEPARATES

	DLP PROJECTORS

	LOUDSPEAKERS

	£189

	£349

	dan

	£949

	£1199

	BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

	Mail Order ® 0800 587 9909

	Website T






	ASKUS

	Where should I PLACE MY LOUDSPEAKERS?


	HI-FICHOICE

	HIFJCHOIK

	HIFICHOICE

	BACK ISSUES

	ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT


	Subscribe and get an

	AudioQuest Sidewinder

	interconnect cable

	X www.myfavouritemagazmes.eo.uk/hfc/P058

	Or call 08" 848 2852. Unes open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm

	future

	If you live outside the UK, please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices

	HI H



	CD PLAYERS

	SUPER AUDIO CD

	WHAT'S A DAC?

	WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?

	CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?

	DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER?

	WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?

	CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER?

	CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?


	HIT!

	CD PLAYERS BUYER'S BIBLE

	EMM Labs CDSA £9,995


	BUYER S BIBLE VINYL

	PHONO CARTRIDGES

	MM and MC cartridges

	Our favourite □ best buy ^0^5™»


	PHONO STAGES

	Phono stages



		 P.J.hi-fi

	The only real hi-fi shop in Guilfordj

	iruniCE


	RADIO TUNERS BUYER’S BIBLE



	RADIO TUNERS

	Our favourite □ ®tbuy RA EoitoR-SchoicE

	TUNERS

	HIFI


	BUYER’S BIBLE STEREO AMPLIFIERS


	STEREO AMPLIFIERS

	STEREO AMPLIFIERS

	HI-FiaiCE

	Hl•FICHOICE		 	


	BUYER'S BIBLE STEREO SPEAKERS


	STEREO SPEAKERS

	Introducing the number one website for musicians

	SUBWOOFERS


	Guitarist

	www.myfavouriteinagazines.co.uk • www.musicradar.com

	HEADPHONES

	Getting the best from your cans

	HEADPHONES

	Stereo headphones



	CABLES

	EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

	Equipment supports


	SPEAKER STANDS

	Speaker stands




	enjoy yourself

	Monitor Audio

	Monitor Audio

	AV Receivers

	PDPLX5090

	BDPLX71

	Please call for

	the latest Prices

	New Radius HO Range

	Call for latest prices.

	Yamaha RXV1900 £849

	Denon AVR2809 £799



	ÄRCÄM solo mini special pack

	Yamaha

	Please call for

	special price.

	Marantz SR6003 £699 as I Pioneer VSXLXSl £695

	Onkyo TXSR876 Call for latest price.


	linn, Arcam, Marantz, B&O, Bose tad electronics, Infocui, JVC, Monitor Audio, Mordaunt Snort, Pioneer, RCl, Rota, SimL, Tanney, Teac, Tivoli, Velodyne, Yamana. Plui many more.

	20% OFF

	Visit our website at


	The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	>rega research


	Rega Apollo 35th anniversary

	Limited Edition CD player

	Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768


	HI-FI & HOME CINEMA

	www.musicmatters.co.uk

	mapantz^

	Avid, SME, Shelter cartridges, AT-OC9, Clearaudio, Jelco, Hadcock, SL-1200 m28s

	Denon cartridges, The Cartridge Man, Marantz, Focal, WhestAudio, A.N.T, Puresound, Transfiguration, 78rpm

	Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 web ^^.SoundHiFi.com


	Front End Problems?

	Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

	Exclusive South West Sound Systems...



	tony.martin@futurenet.com

	Hi-fi Exchange

	Dealer Directory CHOICE

	ASTLEY AUDIO LTD

	SE

	DIVINE AUDIO

	EM

	GRAHAMS HI-FI	GL

	NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM

	INFIDELITY

	CREATIVE AUDIO

	AUDIOBOFFS

	SOUND CINERGY

	KMMM

	ALTERNATIVE AUDIO

	sw

	VICKERS HIFI

	AUDIO AND CINEMA


	sw

	THE RIGHT NOTE


	sw

	AUDIO IMAGES	E

	BASICALLY SOUND & VISION E

	ACOUSTICA LTD

	NW

	NW


	SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NE - North East, NW-North West, W-Wales.


	HIFICHOICE

	To advertise in the dealer directory, Please contact

	Ben Keightley +44 (0) 20 7042 4262

	bkeightley@futurenet.co.uk



	GLOSSARY

	TECHNICAL TERMS

	DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

	Made in England

	New vinyl records now stocked





	HIFICHOICE

	PASSION FOR SOUND

	eaudio limited

	you p/x!


	2nd-hand shootout


	READER CLASSIFIED

	FOR SALE

	FOR SALE

	HI-FICHOICE

	tprhradarmm

	www.audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk t 01333 425 999

	Music

	our Passion

	> Please ask about our unbeatable part-exchange programme.

	EXCLUSIVE


	9LActive





