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	THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO HIGH-PERFORMANCE STEREO

	Vivid redefines sound quality

	NEXT-GEN AMPLIFIERS

	JAPAN'S BEST-KEPT SECRETS

	SRM Arezzo

	Grado GS1000i

	Argon3L


	amphion

	Finnish your quest

	Ready for something more permanent or still looking for the fad of the week?

	How does a speaker that measures perfectly, is easy to place and performs superbly in all kinds of rooms sound to you?

	Don't take our,or the reviewer's word for it. Please audition them yourself and let your ears decide.

	Amphion is 100 % handmade in Finland.

	www.amphion.fi | info@amphion.fi | www.koretrade.co.uk

	Amphions Hifi Choice Best Buy Awards

	*

	Prio 520

	Ion L

	Helium 520

	Argon' Anniversary

	Argon3L


	THE MOST RESPECTED NAMES IN HI-FI JOURNALISM^

	PAUL MESSENGER

	JIMMY HUGHES

	RICHARD BLACK

	MALCOLM STEWARD

	ALVIN GOLD

	JASON KENNEDY

	ED SELLY

	NEW - Multi-format battleship from Marantz



	Contents

	14 Industry Profile

	85 Competition

	82 Clearer Audio Copper- line Alpha Power Hub

	82 lsol-8 lsolink 1

	83 Moth Marketing Mains Distribution Block

	83 Russ Andrews Mini

	Purifier

	Made in Japan

	First in a series looking back and celebrating some of the greatest retro products we still remember fondly


	TOO

	Source Components

	Amplifiers

	Cables

	Loudspeakers

	Accessories

	November 2009IISSUE 325

	REVIEWS

	The very best kit reviewed and rated by the experts you can trust

	STORY

	STORY



	READER SERVICES


	65

	ONKYO ND-S1 •••

	NAIM ZEROS*.

	SYSTEM AUDIO JIFFYy

	DENSEN B-275

	LEEMA ACOUSTICS ELEMENTS

	Price: £495 Due: now til 01938 811900

	www.leema-acoustics.com


	ROTH AUDIO OLI4 ''

	Price: £299 per pair Due: now til 01462 492090 0 www.rothaudio.co.uk


	REVO IKON :>

	Price: £280 Due: October S 01555 666161 0 www.revo.com

	The impact, dynamics and sheer scale of the PB1/

	is breathtaking. Those looking for razor sharp imaging

	and a gripping presentation should look no further

	than the PB1/. ‘Hear here'.

	"A hugely entertaining and revealing speaker and one that I was genuinely saddened to see leave the listening room.”

	"The PB1 i is a rather special loudspeaker'

	Book a demonstration at


	TEUFEL ULITMA 60

	LES PAUL 1915-2008

	PLANET ROCK 10 BEST

	CD SALES SLUMP

	® Soundbites

	RICHARD TO THE RESCUE!

	© INDUSTRY PROFILE



	Leema Acoustics

	audio-T

	t: 01903 530005 01403 782221

	Beauty isn't just about looks.


	Streaming crossroads

	The first stereophil e

	Raising the sound bar

	Whatever the quality speakers still need to be in the right place

	"Since hifi is the one musical instrument that everyone can play, it's a pleasure to own something that looks so musical and sounds so cool."

	PRIMALUNA KRELL SONUS FABER S 020 8971 3909 © www.absolutesounds.com

	"There's an unforced naturalness which makes it ideal for classical music, where the combination of low coloration and integration creates an impression of effortless ease."


	A century of making music distilled into our ultimate Hi-Fi: it could only be Yamaha

	av-hi-Fi





	REVIEWS

	REVIEWS

	ROUND-UP

	MAINS ACCESSORIES £65-£145

	HI-FICHOICE

	HIFI


	Bay area tech

	Leema Acoustics: Award winning hi-fi

	Magico V2 loudspeaker [Review]

	Alvin Cold


	VERDICT A .,	..

	OVERALL SCORE


	HI-FI oo ABATES

	ooMARPE

	SPEAKERS B&W 685*


	^ooBA/ MULPERDGM

	DooBAPEDGPn

	RADiœ

	HI-FI SYSTEMS


	Get an earful

	VERDICT


	Belle ringer

	SOUND QUALITY

	Wire I ess Wonder. ••

	DESIGN

	VERDICT n

	^Bh-^^624814



	Small God

	SOUND QUALITY

	VERDICT

	****

	***

	****

	****

	OVERALL SCORE



	Future-proof

	DAC1 HOR.

	Also in the Range


	i^w.scvlondon.co.uk

	UPGRADES


	No compromise sound from any system

	Also consider...

	Mail Order Direct ■ 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)




	Blast from the past

	SOUND QUALITY

	VERDICT • • jf ' ' ' I

	*****

	**** ★ 

	Two plus Two

	WHAT NI R?

	GROUPTESTWINNER


	surrounded

	by success


	Master Stroke

	VERDICT

	BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE’


	news, the latest offers and more at wiAfw.SSAV.com

	the experts in home entertainment

	news, the latest offers and more at www.SSAV.com SEVENOcKS

	Stores Nationwide

	01223 3W;10


	SPECIAL OFFERS MORE AT WWW.SSAV.COM

	PURCHASE

	Custom Installation

	Website

	oi;;2::55


	"Clearly amplifiers used with this speaker have got to be quiet and need to be highly resolute."

	SOUND QUALITY

	www.guildfordaudio.co.ukwww.theaudiowarehouse.co.uk

	*****

	*****

	*****

	*****


	DEFINITIVE AUDI O



	Sonic frontiers

	VERDICT

	OVERALL SCORE


	[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers £600^£1,360

	EQUIPMENT USED

	MUSIC USED

	LISTENING TESTS

	LAB TESTS

	LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH


	High End Cable

	www.highendcable.co.uk

	For best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880

	ODIN	Valhalla

	Other Great Brands


	Up to

	40% off

	ACOUSTIC ENERGY RADIANCE 1 £600 per pair S 01285 654432 (;;: www.acoustic-energy.co.uk How does a high-quality standmount stack up against the big beys?

	****★

	****

	*****



	Truth.

	For 5 Star & Best Buy products

	Call our Sales hotline

		or visit www.HiFiBig.co.uk

	Free Delivery	0% finance	1100s of Brands

	BITZ

	POINTS




	FREE

	DELIVERY


	0%

	FINANCE*


	100’s FREE

	OF BRANDS : ADVICE

	□ oo/o Finance available on aN online orders over£3S0

	VERDICT

	*****

	****

	****

	*****

	@ Goldring

	JVC..-

	l^nctn

	©neat

	• •• p^^Ca eProAc <> Project




	I INTRODUCING THE NAIM UNITI

	The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford


	The middle of three floorstanders could well be the best. .


	Ill SI) T^HHLOn

	I'liitinum Mono m Amplifier - the amplifier others tryUn heat..

	difficult to discuss the sound of an amplifier

	j that is, quite

	I simply, the best

	that we’ve heard to date. ”


	ABC Audio

	****

	its what you don't see that creates the music

	£1,200 per pair S 01753 652669 €* www.triangle-fr.com An idiosyncratically styled floorstander that is typical of Triangle


	OUTSTANDING

	PRODUCT


	anthemav


	CONCLUSIONS

	Among our speaker selection are four standout options for audiophiles

	LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE


	Round-up

	...over 78 brands ...with more being added every week!*


	SQUND&VIS ION

	Hi-Fi, Home Cinema, Flat Screens, Projectors - it's all at Manchester

	Saturday 17th October 2009

	Opening time: 9:30am - 5:30pm


	Sunday 18th October 2009

	Opening time: 10am - 5:30pm

	Admission: Adults £6.00

	Students/Senior Citizens (over 65) £3.00

	Accompanied Children under 16 Free

	*Visit www.manchestershow.co.uk for all the latest information


	An Electrocompaniet ECI-3 integrated amp worth £1,650!

	QUESTION

	What is Electrocompaniet's proprietary power supply technology called?

	A WWW SMP C: FTT

	HOW TO ENTER

	Is this the best improvement you'll ever make to your system?

	COMPACT DISC

	GWYNETH HERBERT

	LIAM FROST

	IDIL BIRET BEETHOVEN EDITION-10 55

	FRENCH FLUTE CHAMBER MUSIC

	****

	***

	www.naxos.com

	BEWYHOVEN EDITION10 VOLS ldil Biret

	****

	****






	Choice mail fos

	LETTERA OF THE MONTH

	■■■■■■■■■I

	Sense of loss



	exhibitors*

	STOP PRESS - RICK WAKEMAN

	See the Worlds Greatest Keyboard Player

	RING THIS NUMBER NOW: 01829 74O65O OR email: rOy@cheStergrOUp.Org


	Download your ticket today

	Visit www.chestergroup.flyer.co.uk and choose the ticket type (to SAVE MONEY) that suits you or pay full ticket price (£12.50) on the day.

	A celebration of sound

	www.chestergroup.org | T:+44 05601 126 407 | justin@chestergroup.org

	Show Organisers. All intellectual rights reserved.

	Shielding hell

	Sometimesuk via email


	Time to try the coil?

	Lost my zing

	John Wilson via email


	Cyrus the great

	Can I trust my Linn with vinyl?

	Low resistance

	Power cables



	Slfte ^^ssina ^mk

	Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of

	Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories

	^ww.the-missing-link.net

	info@the-missing-link.net

	Made in Japan [Feature


	FLAYER TONEARM WITH 6-LAYER JUNCTION REINFORCEMENT

	THE L-070 MOTOR

	20% OFF

	£4.80





	co.uk

	specialists

	Expert advice Exceptional prices Excellent Service

	FREE UK Delivery

	£46.50


	50% OFF

	£96.1


	50% OFF


	hodium

	Zouch Audio

	Ashby, Leicestershire

	01530414128


	www.zouchaudio.co.uk

	Audio Excellence


	Swansea

	01792 474608


	www.audio-t.co.uk

	H.G. Rapkin


	Northampton 01604 637515 www.hgrapkin.co.uk

	Z Lensman


	East Grinstead

	01342 305103


	www.zlensman.com

	B^ING AND MAINTAINING AN L-070

	GRAMOPHONE - January 2009


	www.brennan.co.uk

	O'Brien Hi-Fi

	special offer

	Synergy AV

	www rega-synergyav.co.uk

	info@coherent-systems.co.uk

	www.coherent-systems.co.uk

	01684 593085




	PHDND STAGES

	forbidden pianeti

	' CONTACTS 06700 110094

	HEADPHONES

	Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

	T+A T1210R £1,200

	Sennheiser HD 650 £388

	ACST2 £500

	Sign up and play live on TV tonight...

	PLUS register with SuperCasino.com and get a £250 match bonus free when you join.*

	Call (020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321. Now!

	REGISTER NPW AND PEAY UVE ON TV TONIGHT Sky BMfl freesat




	0*5

	Heatherdale

	eaudio limited


	Buying New?

	Call us BEFORE

	you p/x!


	Second-hand guide

	This month, we juggle prices and performances from loudspeakers around the £1,000 mark

	FOR SALE

	THE CHORD COMPANY

	Above: Clearaudio Emotion

	BOWERS AND WILKINS





	Subscribe and aet a War of the WO rlds CD boxset

	WHY SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE?

	30 Years On, and they still come...

		If you live outside the UK lease call +44 1858 438794 for our latest rices

	[ Classified ] Dealer Guide

	Unmask Your

	Lavry Black - DA 10

	www.soundtools.co.uk



	Award Winning Retailers...

	The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

	Tel: 01904 629659

	www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk


	Dealer Guide [Classified ]

	VIBRATION CONTROL PLATFORMS

	www.audiophilebase.com	T: 01892 619 319

	sales@audiophilebase.com	M: 07715 763 777

	65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks

	01494 531682

	. Classified] Dealer Guide






	sensG

	Bringing Uniti to the Hi-Fi Community....

	The Naim one box solution - Integrated amp, CD player, DAB/FM Tuner, Internet Radio, I-pod dock, DAC, File Player and network stream player.

	Sense - Shaped by sound and vision, Driven by enthusiasm, Sustained by courtesy

	Tel: 01872 273215 | www.senso-systems.co.uk

	Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, Truro, TR1 2LS

	Hearing is believing!


	Is this your problem? Here’s your

	answer

	loud

	£39/pair - post free

	01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk



	www.hifichoice.co.uk

	Dealer Guide [ Classified]

	RTrox n THE MANUFACTURERS^ SERVICE APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY


	RTrOX

	SERVICE

	IÎH e A A I E 11 H NOLO GV L_ Z M Z T E D

	Telephone 01525 841999	Facsimile 01525 841009

	Hi-Fi, Home Cinema & Multi-room AV

	www.ceritech-audio.com

	Tel: 0844 7365719

	Front End Problems?




	020 8688 6565

	Website: www.thecartridgeman.com


	"SIMPLY THE BEST"

	love your music


	Now Open

	Nairn Audio

	Usher

	Michell

	Wilson Benesch

	Dynaudio

	The Chord Co

	Grado

	Quadraspire

	Nod

	18 Market Street •Tavistock • Devon • PL19 ODE

	info@tavistockaudio.co.uk

	www.tavistockaudio.co.uk	01822 618 940


	Dealer Directory CHOICE



	audioemotion

	www.audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion

	AUDIO EMOTION


	SPECIAL OFFER 1

	AUDIO EMOTION


	SPECIAL OFFER 2

	“The 10.1s take Wharfedale back to the forefront of budget speakers. Truly excellent”

	- What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision (September 2009)


	DIAMOND 1 □ SERIES






