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	MP 1260 R, the world's most innovative music source:

	,

	THE MOST RESPECTED NAMES IN HI-FI JOURNALISM^

	PAUL MESSENGER

	JIMMY HUGHES

	RICHARD BLACK

	MALCOLM STEWARD

	ALVIN GOLD

	JASON KENNEDY

	ED SELLEY


	C ontents

	NEWS & FEATURES

	9 Product News

	43 Competition

	45 Choice Cuts

	50 Choice Mail

	54 Ask Us


	SUBSCRIBE!

	READER SERVICES

	REVIEWS

	The very best kit reviewed and rated by the experts you can trust 28 Pioneer PD-D9 Mk2

	34 Wharfedale Diamond 10.5

	39 Monitor Audio AirStreamlO


	BUYER'S GUIDE

	Source Components

	Amplifiers

	Cables

	Loudspeakers

	Accessories

	Leema Acoustics: Award winning hi-fi

	@ NEWS




	MICROMEGI RANGE

	audiofile

	@ NEWS

	EMM LABS XDS1*.

	ARCUS MEDIA SERVERS^

	BOWERS & WILKINS ZEPPELIN MINI •*.

	MARANTZ SA-15S2/PM-15S2 ••:

	UNISON RESEARCH S9

	MERIDIAN SOOLOOS 2.0 ••:•


	audioemotion

	www.audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion

	GOLDRING LEGACY

	Price E595 Dale now a 01279 5 01111


	YOUTUBE MUSIC IS BACK

	1947-2009

	° _ ....




	audiofile

	ACTIVE SPEAKERS AUDooMofl

	SPEAKERS EooMSi

	G^ooSR60i

	INTERCONNECT

	QEDQUNEX3

	SPEAKERS B&W685*

	Birmingham

	ooofy

	Lods

	Noo m

	Strckport

	www.onkyo.co.uk


	C PlaybackO

	Qua I'Iy rnusic evokes memories. It deserves the best payback through the best ziva Hable technology.

	Even better than the first time.

	ONKYO

	ColOg® (^|




	e RX Factor

	This is Silver RX:

	Seven models Six finishes One breathtaking experience

	RX6

	BRYSTON PMCe 08704 441044 WWW.BRYSTON.COMWWW.PMC-SPEAKERS.COM


	"Although having professional studios endorse your loudspeaker is an impressive accolade, what an engineer looks for is not necessarily what a home listener wants."


	QBD76

	The worlds most technically advanced D to A converter




	REVIEWS

	EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

	OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED

	ct


	OUR AWARD BADGES EXPLAINED

	HIFICHOICE ★★★★*

	y	Pioneer PD^D9 Mk2 CD/SACD player [Review]

	Studio sound

	The ultimate performance

	from your

	C dealër. Go to www.f

	-speakers.com

	-

	fact.tour 2009

	Pioneer PfrD9 Mk2 CD/SACD player [Review]

	VERDICT


	«cool GALES

	It's a breeze to buy high-end gear at w^w.coolgales.com.

	—ai.,.uW	

	The Victoria School House « Henrietta Road » Bath BA2 6LU




	The Collection

	Konoo

	VERDICT



	High flying

	HI Inspire Hi-Fi

	Taking sound to a whole new level.

	www.inspirehifi.co.uk



	Small wonder

	VERDICT

	i-finews

	HGHLY COMMENDE?

	Bergmann Le Contoure Lavardin

	OK COMPUTER

	OK COMPUTER

	Radiohead

	MCALMONT & NYMAN

	THE BEATLES

	MONSTROUS PSYCHEDELIC

	BUBBLE„.VOLUME 2

	*****

	***

	STRAVINSKY

	SPEED CARAVAN

	****

	****

	PREFAB SPROUT



	» BERNSTEIN

	BERNSTEIN

	****

	*****

	OS MUTANTES

	****

	****

	HAYDN

	MAEVE O'BOYLE

	We're doomed, doomed I say!

	Perpendicular power

	New world ordering

	Upgrade Project

	Music Compression-friend or foe?

	Falling Music Sales




	QUALITY

	Southampton

	N1

	SW11

	Exeter

	Lovin' it Luddite

	Studious selection

	Whither wire?

	Ramp up the amp

	Steve Cade via email


	Upgrade or renew?

	Peter Connelly via email

	Andy Sayers via email


	Axis of good

	lj>

	O'Brien Hi-Fi

	&	^—	?

	Flexible friend

	Retro requisites


	Made in Japan [Feature

	LARGER THAN LIFE

	SQUARE DANCE


	SOUND & VISION




	30%

	When you buy from Sevenoaks you are buying from one of the biggest, longest established and most respected Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailers in the UK.

	We have been making home entertainment come alive for customers for more than 37 years now. With a national network of stores and a hard-won reputation for outstanding customer service we are confident that we can do the same for you.

	Our aim simply is to offer a total home entertainment solution, no matter what the customer’s need.

	BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE*

	news, the latest offers and more at iAfww.SSAV.com

	SEVENOa<S

	the experts in home entertainment


	Make the right choice

	HI-FI COMPONENTS

	Cyrus


	TURNTABLES

	ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

	Monitor Audio


	HI-FI SPEAKERS

	B&W


	HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS

	Dali


	news, the latest offers and more at www.SSAV.com SEVEN08<S

	HOME CINEMA SEPARATES

	BLU-RAY


	SAVE £s THIS AUTUMN

	MORE OFFERS AT WWW.SSAV.COM

	Offers • hi-fi

	Offers • HOME CINEMA


	www.SSAV.com





	Subscribe and

	get a CD boxset of The Wa r of the Worlds

	Subscribe to HMI CHOICE for j ust £3.74 a month with Direct Debit. That's a

	WHY SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE?

	Invaders from the red planet...

	OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS

	If you live outside the UK, please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices




	hificables.co.uk

	20% OFF

	£175.1

	Exceptional prices Excellent Service

	FREE UK Delivery


	£46.50

	£5.29


	www.hificables.co.uk


	OYAMAHA

	NEW


	Q-TV2 The HD Sound upgrade

	for your TV

	1 OOw Amplified 2.1 Stereo System

	Plug and Play

	No Messy Wires

	11 the neatest home cinema system ever conceived"

	11 you have to hear Q-TV2"

	see the video at


	armour home

	XT Evolution

	The Natural Selection

	PURE DESIGN PURE PERFORMANCE

	www.qed.co.uk

	armourHOME


	Triple Distilled for Ultimate Purity

	ARCAM

	www.arcam.eo.uk/platinumavdealers


	Michell

	CHOICE

	CHOICE

	FINALIST


	Pro-Ject

	BEST I TURNTABLE OVER £1,000

	F1N1UST


	The new range.

	Serious hi-fi exclusively for the initiated

	For further information contact Symmetry on 01727 865488 or info@symmetry-systems.co.uk

	www.teac.co.uk



	Bryston

	Price £2.150 DIApe DAC Tel 08704 441044

	t: 01903 530005 01403 782221

	w: www.vividaudio.com

	■^^w.scvlondon.co.uk

	(((AE)))


	THE NEW AUDIOVECTOR S-SERIES. ARTISTRY MEETS ENGINEERING.


	AUDIOVECTOR

	BEST LOUDSPEAKER UP TO £1,000

	Q Acoustics

	Tannoy

	High End. Redefined;	

	Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

	BEST HEADPHONE


	Beyerdynamic

	the ..


	au cho

	+44 (0)118 981 9891

	www.audioconsultants.co.uk

	FINE TWO CHANNEL AUDIO SYSTEMS

	Dedicated to producing the most natural sounds - exceptional products of the highest quality.

	sound & vision	the experts in home entertainment





	audioemotion

	www.audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion

	The stunning Klipsch Paladium Range, from £2858 and 95-99dB.


	programme.

	BEST INTERCONNECT

	SALAMANDER

	beautiful furniture where the design is in the detail

	BEST SUPPORT


	Stands Unique

		Hi Fi B itZok

	For 5 Star & Best Buy products

	Call our Sales hotline

	Free Delivery

	0% finance

	100s of Brands


	====BitZ Brands

	0% Finance available on all online orders over £350

	BEST I ACCESSORY

	EDITOR'S CHOICE



	we sacrifice nothing because music is sacred...

	BEST INNOVATION



	Harman Kardon

	MSB

	MSB



	Every issue in Guitarist...

	Find out more about the gear

	that made the music

	The Guitar Player’s Bible

	www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk • www.musicradar.com

	OF THE HIGH END


	AMP

	SOURCE

	SPEAKERS

	audiolab

	B&W

	Cf^R)

	@Goldring

	JVCo«

	......

	..	.

	«KEF


	NEW NAIM XS ON DEMO

	T. 01483 504801 | info@pjhifi.co.uk | www.pjhifi.co.uk

	►	•►••►•••

	The only real hi-fi shop rn Guildford

	Reviews you can trust



	CD PLAYERS

	TURNTABLES

	PHONO CARTRIDGES

	RADIO TUNERS

	HEADPHONES

	Reviews online


	STEREO AMPLIFIERS

	How to use this guide


	INTERCONNECTS & SPKR

	STEREO SPEAKERS

	EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

	124 DEALER GUIDE

	129 DEALER DIRECTORY

	MM and MC recommendations






	PHONO STAGES

	Get the best performance from your turntable

	Cambridge Audio 640P f100

	Dynavector DV-1OXS £295

	Townshend Rock 7f1, 720


	Presenting 6 of the best Digital Components

	* Call 01435 867 438 or visit ^^w.metropolis-music.co.uk today.



	HEADPHONES

	Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

	T+AT1210R £1,200

	Sennheiser HO 650 £388

	ACST2 £500


	@he ^^ssing ^mk*

	Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of

	Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories

	^ww.the-missing-link.net info@the-missing-link.net

	ax xan©«®?®®?:©® a®®	swam



	INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS

	Our pick of the best one:box amps

	Az


	PRE/POWER AMPS

	Separate boxes can bring clear advantages


	CABLES

	Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

	More Ex-Display & Pre-owned bargains can be found at wwwbillyvee.co.uk


	Perhaps the most influential link in the chain

	Mission 796 £1,300

	www.highendcable.co.uk

	For best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880

	Other Great Brands

	Now you can.

	They are available from High End Cable

	Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys



	free turntable service day & rega factory tour !!

	Buying New?

	Call us BEFORE

	you p/x!

	Synergy AV

	www.rega-synergyav.co.uk






	Second-hand guide

	THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE AOS SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG


	READER CLASSIFIED

	FOR SALE

	Cambridge Audio DacMagic

	[ Classified ] Dealer Guide

	LAVRY

	Unmask Your Music..

	Lavry Black - DA 10

	Lavry Engineering Inc.

	www.soundtools.co.uk



	« ns*

	Award Winning Retailers...

	The

	North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

	Tel: 01904 629659

	www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk


	VIBRATION CONTROL PLATFORMS

	www.audiophilebase.com	T: 01892 619 319

	sales@audiophilebase.com	M: 07715 763 777

	65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks 01494 531682

	[Classified] Dealer Guide


	Bringing Uniti to the Hi-Fi Community....

	The Naim one box solution - Integrated amp, CD player, DAB/FM Tuner, Internet Radio, I-pod dock, DAC, File Player and network stream player.

	Sense - Shaped by sound and vision, Driven by enthusiasm, Sustained by courtesy

	Tel: 01872 273215 | www.senso-systems.co.uk

	Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, Truro, TR1 2LS


	Is this your problem? Here’s your

	R^ax m THE MANUFACTURERS' SERVICE APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY


	R^OX

	SERVICE

	Tel: 01283 702875




	The Cartridge Man

	020 8688 6565

	"SIMPLY THE BEST"

	Hi-Fi, Home Cinema & Multi-room AV

	18 Market Street •Tavistock • Devon • PL19 ODE

	HIFI CHOICE Dealer Directory



	HI-FICHOICE


	audioemotion

	www. audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion


	MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

	MSB PLATINUM DAC III

	From £5495 - see website for further details.


	MSB M200 AMPLIFIER

	HiFi Choice Aug 2009 declare the M200 as ‘the best amplifier they have ever tested’.

	MSB TECHNOLOGY

	“The 10.1s take Wharfedale back to the forefront of budget speakers. Truly excellent”

	- What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision (September 2009)

	WHAT HI Fl? SOUND AND VISION ★ ★★★★







