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	Ready for something more permanent or still looking for the fad of the week?

	How does a speaker that measures perfectly, is easy to place and performs superbly in all kinds of rooms sound to you?

	Don't take our, or the reviewer's word for it Please audition them yourself and let your ears decide.

	Amphion is 100 % handmade in Finland.

	www.amphion.fi I info@amphion.fi I www,koretrade.co.uk

	Amphion's Hifi Choice Best Buy Awards


	THE MOST RESPECTED NAMES IN HI-FI JOURNALISM^

	PAUL MESSENGER

	JIMMY HUGHES

	RICHARD BLACK

	MALCOLM STEWARD

	ALVIN GOLD

	JASON KENNEDY

	ED SELLEY


	Contents

	NEWS & FEATURES

	ROUND-UP

	52

	SUBSCRIBE!

	And receive a QED Performance Audio 2 interconnect eable


	READER SERVICES

	REVIEWS

	The very best kit reviewed and rated by the experts you can trust

	However good it looks, it can sound a whole lot better.

	ECLIPSE TD SERIES

	Just for the pure performance.


	® NEWS


	aud of e ••• i wrawrawMiiii	• • • • i

	NEWS


	NADM2-.

	BLADELIUS YMER •❖•

	DEVORE FIDELITY 3Xl

	Price: from £2,995 to fll,995 Due: now m 01727 893 928 @ www.tomtomaudio.co.uk


	SENNHEISER HD400 SERIES

	Price: from £40 to £8 5 Due: now Ii 01494 551 551

	PINNACLE FULIU.::

	Aimed at listeners who have a wireless internet connection, but want a system to work straight out of the box without the need fora PC, the Folio will start to rip a CD to the dual RAID hard drives immediately, in WAV, FLAC, MP3 or

	Ogg. Track details and cover art are downloaded from the internet, as are updates

	Price: from 2,039 to £2,379 Due: now g 0845 868 6588

	ELECT ROCO M PA N I ET


	F ICS 2000 RANGE

	TEUFEL ULTIMA 800 To.


	PIONEER SERIES 3

	® SHOW REPORT

	'It's hard to fault these gorgeous cabinets... the XQ Series are outstanding all round performers.'

	SOUND AND VISION



	) / AWARDS 2009



	DENON

	This is Silver RX:

	(CD) MONITOR AUDIO

	www.onkyo.co.uk




	C PlaybackO

	Even better than the first time.

	ONKYO	MP3 M-ESVSi!,™, oiSrTAL^raS RI C-S5VL I A-5VL

	The future for the iPod generation is a very exciting one . .


	=COOL GALES

	It's a breeze to click and buy Leema Acoustics at www.coolgales.com.

	Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.

	Give us a click. Give us a call.

	Solving the lip-sync problem in the digital age




	The ultimate

	Find out why you need the facts from

	Hear the facts and meet the makers on

	fact.tour 2009

	28th October - 1st December 2009

	See www.fact-speakers.com



	The joy of archiving your precious vinyl collection

	© EVENTS

	Look out for more details of our Award winners online soon at: www.hifichoice.co.uk HFC



	When only the

	SEVENOAKS - for the ultimate sound and vision

	A6

	A5

	WHAT HI FI?

	AWARDS 2009



	SPENDOR

	SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION

	NATIONWIDE STORES*




	SEVENOa<S

	SOUND & VISION

	® WWW.SSAV.COM

	the experts in home entertainment




	The Collection

	WHAT HI Fl?

	AWARDS 2009




	w

	EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

	36

	41

	ISOLATION FEET £25£230

	80

	80

	42

	ULTIMATE CROUP TEST

	81

	AMPLIFIERS £700-£1,600

	81

	HI-FICHOICE * ★ * if *

	Super sounds

	HI-FI SYSTEMS ACCESSORIES

	_ ~	_

	HI-FI SEP^TES

	GADGETS/ MULTIROOM

	DAB/INTERNET RADIOS

	£119*

	StBAkeert

	***★★

	★ ★★

	****	

	****


	The Audio

	Warehouse

	www.guildfordaudio.co.uk

	www.theaudiowarehouse.co.uk

	audio event




	Sound sense

	Zu Essence loudspeaker [Review]

	<3 Inspire Hi-Fi

	Taking sound to a whole new level.

	www.lnspirehifi.co.uk

	**** *

	*****

	*****

	****


	HI-FICHOICE *****



	Shaping up

	BRINGING YOU CLOSER TO YOUR M USIC

	The Musical Design Company I t. +44(0)1992 573 030 I www.mdc-hifi.co.uk

	Balanced output



	****

	****

	HIFICHOICE * * * * *

	MidlandAudioxchange

	Bowers & Wilkins Panorama soundbar [Review]



	The long view

	VERDICT

	GYAMAHA

	INDUSTRY VIEW

	VERDICT

	*****

	*****

	*****

	*****


	HIH HDICE *****

	- /

	V


	THE NEW AUDIOVECTOR S-SERIES. ARTISTRY MEETS ENGINEERING.



	Elementary thinking

	Upping the Ante

	HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

	THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!

	If you need us sooner, please call 0845 6019390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

	al1lra re^rch

	+44(0)1435 865 212

	*****

	**** ★

	audioemotion

	www.audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion

	> Please ask about our unbeatable part-exchange programme.

	MiniMax Pre Amp I

	I MiniMax 6BM8 Power Amp

	I MiniMax BBA

	I MiniMax Tube CD Player

	I MiniMax Phono Stage Pre Amp

	LISTENING TESTS

	LAB TESTS

	LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH

	£700 s 0870 900 1000

	@ www.cambridgeaudio.com

	LAB REPORT

	« ••

	© © ©.© G G G G G G ‘





	No compromise sound from any system

	Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

	VERDICT

	“FAST, TRANSPARENT, DYNAMIC, OPEN, CLEAR, VIVID."

	£1,270 w 01938 811900 www.leema-acoustics.com

	LAB REPORT

	VERDICT

	*****

	****

	*****

	****

	HHICHOiCE Km1



	★★★★★

	+44 (0)118 981 9891

	www.audioconsultants.co.uk

	FINE TWO CHANNEL AUDIO SYSTEMS

	*****

	B&W

	•KEF

	RÃS

	• ••e^e

	►	►►►►►►►►


	Tuesday 24th November'2009.

	i ’41

	SOUND QUALITY

	Welcome to the ulimate in high end connection.

	Atlas Mavros and Atlas Asimi.



	Badge winners make up the majority ofour amp Ultimate Croup Test

	AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE



	Aurios Classic Bearing Feet

	High End Cable

	www.highendcable.co.uk For best prices telephone Dave Jackson on 01775 761880


	Competition


	A Funk V2 turntable and arm worth £1,390

	QUESTION

	Which modified tonearm is fitted to the Funk V2?

	A: Lambretta SOcc B: Funkenstein Zl C: Rega RB301

	HOWTOENTER




	ChoiceCuts

	i TfE JESUS AND MARY CHAIN

	THE JESUS AND MARY CHAIN Psychocandy

	ItiPW

	COMPACT DISC

	FEAT. DJ YODA

	HERITAGE ORCHESTRA FEAT. DJ YODA

	BRUCH & BRAHMS VIOLIN CONCERTOS

	Prokofiev Concerto For Turntables & Orchestra Nonclassical


	LUDWIG THUILLE

	SEXTET, PIANO QUINTET

	CLARENCE BUCARO

	****

	****

	Chantily Quintet, Gigli Quartet, Gianluca Luisi (piano)


	FLAMING LIPS

	****

	****

	RICHARD HAWLEY

	JOHN SURMAN

	***

	*****

	TCHAIKOVSKY 1812 OVERTURE

	SACD {stereo/ multichannel hybrid disc) www.lso.co.uk

	KING CRIMSON

	CD/ DVDA/ 5.1 I MLPI 'declicked' vinyl www.whd.co.jp

	SACD {stereo/ multichannel hybrid disc) www.linn.co.uk


	THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTA^MENT

	HOME CINEMA * HI-FI * MULTI-ROOM * DESIGN AND CUSTOM INSTALLATION

	BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE*


	news, the latest offers and more at wiAnAi.SSAV.com

	LCD & PLASMA SCREENS

	BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS

	HI-FI & HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS



	Make the right choice

	the experts in home entertainment

	Stores Nationwide

	Custom Installation

	Buy Online

	ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

	ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES

	MULTI-ROOM AUDIO




	SEVENOa<S

	® WWW.SSAV.COM



	Choice mail ifn

	Barking up the wrong tree?

	Moggie on my Maggie


	Ask

	In the driving seat

	Got it taped

	Tips on tips

	A question of technique

	Diminutive duet

	Modus operandi

	XT Evolution

	The Natural Selection

	PURE DESIGN PURE PERFORMANCE

	www.qed.co.uk

	armourHOME

	Apple of her eye

	After Apollo

	Tooling around



	Made in Japan -

	Sony Rock and Rol I

	HOW PWM WORKS

	When only the

	SEVENOAKS - for the ultimate sound and vision


	get more from your records

	MICHELL ENGINEERING

	SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION



	SEVENOa<S

	SOUND & VISION

	® WWW.SSAV.COM

	the experts in home entertainment


	TIPTOPTA-X

	Reviews you can trust

	CD PLAYERS

	TURNTABLES

	PHONO CARTRIDGES

	Reviews online

	How to use this guide


	RADIO TUNERS

	HEADPHONES

	STEREO AMPLIFIERS

	INTERCONNECTS & SPKR

	STEREO SPEAKERS

	EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

	DEALER GUIDE

	DEALER DIRECTORY



	TURNTABLES

	The best record players you can buy

	i

	MM and MC recommendations


	PHONO STAGES

	Get the best performance from your turntable

	Cambridge Audio 640P £100

	Dynavector DV-lOXS £295

	Townshend Rock 7 £1,7 20


	-	For 5 Star & Best Buy products

		or visit WWW. Hi Fi Bitz. co. u k

	Free Delivery

	0% finance



	RADIO TUNERS

	Surf the waves with these carefully selected tuners

	RA

	s

	RA

	RA

	RA

	T+AT1210R fl,200

	Sennheiser HD 650 £388

	ACST2 fSOO



	Every issue in Guitarist...

	Find out more about the gear that made the music

	The Guitar Player’s Bible

	Separate boxes can bring clear advantages


	The way in which we listen to the things we love ... ...has come a very long way

	Tel: 018Ó5 790 879

	www.oxfordaudio.co.uk

	hi-finewsT 'OUTSTANDING PRODUCT






	CABLES

	Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

	248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

	All items listed below with full two year warranty


	Amphion Ion L £900

	Mission 796 El,300

	Opera Seconda El,995

	specialists

	Visit our website at

	www.hificables.co.uk


	www.brennan.co.uk



	Second-hand guide

	filhe ^^ssins ^mk*

	Hear the whole story

	Chord Carnival SilverScreen speaker cable

	WHAT HI Fl?

	AWARDS 2009


	HI-FICHOICE

	THE



	CHORD

	COM PAN Y




	Subscribe today and get a free QED Performance

	UK PRICING

		PERSONAL DETAILS	

	PAYMENT DETAILS

	POST YOUR ORDER

	If you live outside the UK, please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices

	[ Classified ] Dealer Guide


	LAVRY

	U n m a s k

	Your

	Music..

	( Lavry Black-AD 10

	Lavry Black - DA 10^

	Lavry Engineering Inc.

	Tel: 001-360-598-9757

	www.lavryengineering.com



	Award Winning Retailers...

	The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

	24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ

	Tel: 01904 629659

	www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk


	SALE TIME AT BARTLETTS HI-FI ^^w. bartlettshifi.com Contact sales@bartlettshifi.com....lt's worth it!

	For the best deals, all year round.

	THE SOUND GALLERY

	01494 53 1682


	[ Classified ] Dealer Guide

	sensG

	Bringing Uniti to the Hi-Fi Community....

	The Naim one box solution - Integrated amp, CD player, DAB/FM Tuner, Internet Radio, I-pod dock, DAC, File Player and network stream player.

	Senso - Shaped by sound and vision, Driven by enthusiasm, Sustained by courtesy

	Tel: 01872 273215 | www.senso-systems.co.uk Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, Truro, TR1 2LS


	Is this your problem? Here’s your

	£39/pair - post free

	01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk


	Front End Problems?


	020 8688 6565

	Website: www.thecartridgeman.com


	Tel: +44 (0)1733 344768

	www. hifichoice. co. u k

	Dealer Guide [Classified]

	R^ax

	SERVICE




	tavistock audio

	Now Open

	Nairn Audio	Wilson Benesch

	Usher	Dynaudio

	Michell	The Chord Co

	Grado	Quadraspire

	Nod

	18 Market Street •Tavistock • Devon • PL19 ODE

	IAN HARRISON HIFI SALE!


		Tel: 01283 702875	

	"SIMPLY THE BEST"

	HI-FI CHOICE Dealer Directory

	WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUIRE?



	HIFICHOICE


	audioemotion

	www. audioemotion.co.uk

	e info@audioemotion.co.uk

	t 01333 425 999

	Music is our Passion

	> Please ask unbeatable

	programme.

	The stunning Klipsch Palladium Range, from £2858 and 95-99dB.


	about our part-exchange

	73 SE SERIES






