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T+A
Hi Fi Designed & Built in Germany

BD 1260 R - the first true audiophile Blu Ray Player

Superior video quality:
The BD 1260 R is fitted with the latest technology 
in terms of disc mechanism and decoder. This means 
that the picture quality is not just superb with Blu 
Ray discs, but also with DVD.

Superior audio quality:
The T+A 32-bit double-different converter is unique world-wide, and is capable of extracting the optimum 
from Blu Ray, DVD and CD, since each sound format is processed individually by the freely program
mable signal processor using T+A algorithms. The BD 1260 R is impressive proof of the huge leap in 
quality which is possible with the new HD audio formats.

T+A is the 'brand of the year 2009' as awarded by Audio, Steroplay & Video Homevision magazine

UK Dist by T+A elektroakustik GmbH & Co. KG + Tel: 0049 (0) 52217676-0 Web: www.ta-hifi.com

http://www.ta-hifi.com
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Welcome to the January 2010 issue. I for one, 
won't be sad to see the back of 2009 with its 
rollercoaster ride of gloomy economic data, the 
testing times for some of our most beloved hi-fi 
companies, and the washout that was summer.

We expect 2010 to be a much better year and 
we've already seen some encouraging signs: 
the recent Manchester show is a case in point

with a spectacular array of great-sounding new kit for the new year.
And then there's Blu-ray audio. For anyone seeking the ultimate 

in high-definition sound, Blu-ray audio is well worth seeking out
and we're already looking forward to reporting 
on this high-def format in the coming year - it 
seems that multichannel may be back, again' Editor

WHY WEARE 
NO.1 FOR HI-FI...

Since 1975, Hi-Fi Choice has delivered the world's most thorough, 
most reliable no-nonsense guide to buying high-performance hi-fi.

Every issue contains a potent mix of the latest hi-fi news, views, 
music, reviews and in-depth tests, brought to you by a prestigious 
team of expert writers who are the best audio journalists in the UK.

Our test regime is the most rigorous in the business and we are the 
only hi-fi magazine to offer 'blind' listening sessions, along with 
user-friendly laboratory tests in our six-way Ultimate Croup Test.

That's why Hi-Fi Choice is...

The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

THE MOST RESPECTED 
NAMES IN HI-FI 
JOURNALISM^

PAUL MESSENGER
A former Hi-Fi Choice editor, Paul has 
been writing about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for more than 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of the world's 
most respected scribes, and he is 
undoubtedly the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer.

JIMMY HUGHES
With more than 40 years as an enthusiast 
under his belt. Jimmy is one of the 
country's best-known hi-fi experts.
His knowledge of system-matching, 
hifi-tweaking and record-collecting is 
unmatched in the industry.

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional musician and 
recording engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi^fi analyst to boot He 
has a knack for writing about complicated 
subjects in a readable way - and he only 
writes for Hi-Fi Choice

MALCOLM STEWARD
Former editor of Hi-Fi Review magazine, 
Malcolm was one of the best-known and 
most outspoken reviewers of the 1980s 
and 1990s. He currently edits hi-fi industry 
bible The British Audio Journal and also 
writes exclusively for Hi-Fi Choice.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been writing about his 
obsession for more than 25 years. In that 
time he has contributed his encyclopedic 
knowledge to almost every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and several more 
besides). He is widely regarded as one 
of Britain's finest hi^fi reviewers.

JASON KENNEDY
Jason Kennedy was a former editor of 
Hi-Fi Choice and spent an incredible 
17 years on the title. Now he's back 
as a freelance writer and using his 
considerable hifi expertise to contribute 
to the UK's best hi-fi title.

ED SELLEY
A highly knowledgeable audio expert, Ed 
has worked for a number of prestigious 
manufacturers including Cambridge Audio 
and Yamaha. Specialising in produt 
support and development, he brings a 
wealth of professional and enthusiast 
knowledge to the pages of Hi-Fi Choice/^

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and 
advice, Hi-Fi Choice employs the most knowledgeable and 
experienced hi-fi writers in the business.
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Jordan Acoustics

(NEW • HOT PRODUCT) 
MXA60: £6,995

NEW - Full-blown Mcintosh HIFI in-miniature 
Conceived and executed by the same team responsible for the $250,000 
Mcintosh Reference System, the MXA60 stands ready to introduce a whole new 
range of music lovers to the pleasures of owning a hand-made audio system; 
a system steeped in the Mcintosh traditions of unerring quality and value; a 
system that is built to last a lifetime.
The new MXA60 Integrated Audio System from Mcintosh challenges old notions about what 
constitutes serious audio hardware. Capable of true-to-life sound reproduction that belies 
its diminutive size (the product measures 225'' long, 10.6" high, and 14.9" deep, including 
loudspeakers), the MXA60 is a full-blown Mcintosh HIFI in-miniature. Now, perhaps for the first 
time, music aficionados need not trade performance for convenience.

Features include: Amplifier (75wpc) and Preamplifier CD/SACD Player, AM/FM Tuner and specially 
designed 2-way loudspeakers (in high glass piano black).

You have to hear the MXA60 to believe it - because its that good. A new all-in-one reference!

freephone:
osoo 121 4771 I 4772
e-mail:
asl<@jordanacoustics.co.ul<
web:
www.jordanacoustics.co.uk

HUnloil’

'subject to status/conditions 
'written details on request, 
'buy now pay later / 0% finance 
available on most products.

Officially the UK's No. 1 
Specialist Dealer 

for Mcintosh

Term: 18 months
Monthly Payment: £194.30
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(STRICTLY LIMITED EDITION) 
SA-Kl CD/SACD Player: £2,500

The striking Eclipse Turntable
Don't just take our word for it - take a look at 
the Eclipse's stats:

(NEW-HOT PRODUCT) 
Eclipse: £1,530 
(excluding tonearm)

(STRICTLY LIMITED EDITION)
PM-KI Integrated Amp: £2,500

ye Inspire Hi-Fi

• The turntable is supported on three highly machined steel 
and acrylic cones on which incorporate a new concept in 
sorbothane shock absorber isolation
• Highly machined bearing and inner bearing shaft 
manufactured to fit each other individually -not in batches
• Half inch thick machined alloy sub platter
• Individually machined pulley for 33 and 45rpm speeds
• 20mm thick acrylic platter in a sumptuous finish, the likes 
of which you will have not seen before
• A half inch bolted in arm base to fit the arm of your 
choice, machined from alloy and to a stunning finish
• Choice of packages available with the Inspire tonearms
• Distinctive and flame polished acrylic 2 plinth 
configuration, perfectly CNC'd to house all the parts

• Lower plinth . " - r ■
designed to 'lock '
in the sorbothane (||l||||||||||||||||||^^
i solation system, 
giving an amazing 
solidity and impact to the reproduction of the music
• A highly tuned power supply perfected by electronics 
experts using the best audio parts available, and housed 
within an acrylic under platform
• Very high quality AC synchronous motor provides smooth 
and quiet operation, which is further isolated by the use of 
sorbothane between motor and the acrylic plinth
• Topped with a most desirable and highly engineered 
record weight.

Hi-Fi World

VERDICT ryryryNry

Limited Edition Pearl Components 
fry ry When they are gone -they are gone forever...

./T When you first encounter the new Kl Pearls, the first thing you notice are
. ’ . <1 — ' Ar, their unique 'Silk Pearl' finishing. The first of its kind in fact for Marantz. But

‘ ry' - ry ; A it's the magic that Ken lshiwata has created inside the box that really gets
the pulse racing. He has built-in everything possible to ensure that the music 

ry l ।.....................................> is reproduced exactly as the original artist and recording engineer intended.

SA-Kl: "Fed all manner of SACDs from Mobile Fidelity, Linn, Te/ore and other admirable die-hards, the SA-Kl 
showed itself to be a thoroughbred player reminiscent of the for costlier Esoteric devices, though the voicing differs. 
Marantz itself used the adjective 'silky' to describe the Pearls' black finish." 
Ken Kessler. Hi-Fi News Sept 09

PM-Kl: "The phono stage was open, quiet and precise, especially the MM setting, and in every sense - from vinyl to 
CD to SACD - the bass was consistently quick. Decay or transient stops down below were as progressive or abrupt as 
required, nigh an perfect, while well-recorded bass drum kicks were reproduced with a vividly detailed sensation of 
pedal, hammer and skin in motion."
Ken Kessler. Hi-Fi News Sept 09

hi-finews
EDITOR’S
CHOICE

'subject to status/conditions 
'written details on request, 
'buy now pay later I 0% finance 
available on most products.

10% Deposit: £153.
Term: 12 months
Monthly Payment: £

We are officially the UK's No. 1 
Legendary and Premium 

Specialist Dealer

15% Deposit: tzi/b.ULI 
Term: 12 months 
Monthly Payment: £177.08

Term: 12 months
Monthly Payment: £177.08

"subject to status/conditions
"written details on request 
’buy now pay later / 0% finance 
available on most products.
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REVIEWS
The very best kit reviewed and 
rated by the experts you can trust
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An integrated amplifier that offers 
high-end hi-fi at an affordable price

38 Tannoy DCST
Floorstanding loudspeaker from the
Definition range, defined by HFC

43 Goldring Legacy
Moving coil cartridge celebrates 100 

years of Goldring expertise

44 Denon DCD-2010AE/ 
PMA-2010AE
A dynamic new CD/SACD player and 
integrated amp from Denon

49 Onkyo ND-Sl
An affordable, digital iPod dock that 
demonstrates audiophile potential

50 Naim Audio DAC
The first D/A convertor to arrive from
the Salisbury stalwart

SS YBAWD202
Verstaile DAC a welcome addition to
the little-known YBA portfolio

56 Micromega CD-10
CD player that's guaranteed to please 
the budget-conscious audiophile

60 Audiovector S3 Super
Floorstanding loudspeaker that's also 
future-proof

GRAHAM SLEE

PLUS^
117 Second-hand buying guide

Excellent second-hand buying advice from our 
industry expert. This month: headphone amps

119 FREE Readers' Classifieds
Buy or sell your hi-fi in our special 
second-hand section - it's free'
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--- ** ALARM 802.11g
WIRELESS
CONNECTIVITY

AMPLIFIER

dabsocom
Stream music 
wirelessly 
from your PC 
to any room 
in the house
Squeezebox Boom Network Audio Player. 
This compact, all-in-one player makes it 
easy to listen to your music in any room 
- just plug it in and enjoy. It wirelessly 
streams what you want to hear - your 
digital music library, internet radio and 
online music - and plays it with crystal 
clear sound clarity from the all-digital, 
30-watt amplifier.

Only£189
FREE DELIVERY« Logitech

Buy it now at www.dabs.com/hifi

j I 20,000 P
Prices include VAT but exclude delivery charges. *Free delivery uses our standard service for UK mainland. Surcharges for service upgrades and/or outlying UK regions apply. See www.dabs.com/delivery for details. 
Prices and promotions correct at time of going to print but may change or be withdrawn without notice. Check website for latest prices. We are only able to take orders online via our website for delivery to UK addresses. 
Nothing in this advertisement forms part of any contract. Errors and omissions excepted, dabs.com, National Logistics Centre. Wingates Industrial Estate, Westhoughton, Bolton, BL5 3XU. Email assistanceOdabs.com.

http://www.dabs.com/hifi
http://www.dabs.com/delivery
dabs.com
assistanceOdabs.com


audiofile ja
® NEWS

REGA ISIS AND OSIRIS
Rega's latest move into the high end comes in the form ofthe Isis CD player and Osiris amplifier

In nomenclature, Rega may have switched allegiance from Roman gods to Egyptian, but the company has employed circuitry developed for the Saturn in certain key areas ofthe Isis. The digital section ofthe new machine is apparently a 'blue-print version' ofthe Saturn, with improvements to the mechanism, optical amplifier, DSP core, Phase-Locked Loop, master clock and motor power supplies. A dedicated 50VA toroidal transformer and 10 separate regulators feed the various parts of this digital section.Offering peace of mind for long-term users is the fact that three identical, graded laser units will be selected for each Isis. One will be fitted during production, the other two will be marked with the same serial number and held in storage as replacements for the original.Bridging the digital and analogue domains is a pair of Burr-Brown PCM 1794 DAC ICs operating in parallel dual-mono mode, feeding a fully balanced discrete class A current-to-voltage amplifier. This is followed by another discrete class A stage, an enhanced version of the fully balanced output ofthe Saturn. Again, a 50VA toroidal and 10 regulators provide the power. On the rear panel are phono and XLR analogue sockets along with Toslink optical and coaxial outputs and a USB input.

The Osiris amp employs a similar approach; each channel has its own 400VA toroidal transformer, with separate supplies for the input switching, display, micro controller and protection circuits. A total of 40,000uF of Rega K-Power capacitance smooth the rails to the eight Sanken power transistors in each channel, while high-speed rectifier diodes minimise switching noise. Further audiophile touches are provided by the Nichicon audio-grade capacitors in bypass and decoupling roles and the paralleling of electrolytics with polyesters where necessary, to improve high-frequency performance.Rega claims the minimalist design ofthe active circuitry, enclosed in carefully optimised feedback loops, has been designed to yield, 'a tight and controlled soundstage, especially at the low-frequency end ofthe audio range.' A direct input means sources with variable outputs can be connected straight to the input ofthe power amp, thereby sidestepping the Osiris' passive volume control.Both the 18kg Isis and 25kg Osiris are supplied in wooden crates with high-spec mains leads and aluminium remotes. In addition, packed with the former is a Rega Couple interconnect.
Price: £5,998 each Due: now a 01702 333071 minili«

January 2010 | HI-FI CHOICE 9



audiofile
NEWS

BOWERS AND WILKINS P5>Moving from large transducers to smaller ones, Bowers and Wilkins has just announced its first headphone, the P5. In the search for a less fatiguing character than that of most headphones for mobile use, the company's engineers opted to employ ultra-linear neodymium magnets in conjunction with mylar diaphragms in a closed-back design.The P5 is supplied with a Made For iPod-approved cable, in addition to a standard audio cable with gold-plated plugs. Switching between the two involves popping off the magnetically attached ear pads. Expect a review soon.
Price: TBA Due: Jan 2010 a 01903 221500
iS www.bowers-wilkins.com ■

THE CARTRIDGE MAN MUSICMAKER 
CLASSIC LIMITED EDITION

®
Lnrnd'ng on the design of the critically acclaimed MusicMaker
Classic, The Cartridge Man has produced a new Limited Edition 

version. The LE retains the silver coils of the Classic, but benefits 
from a sapphire cantilever and a finer stylus tip to give better 
tracking, dynamic range and information retrieval.
Price: £1,600 Due .-now e 08450 525259
fi www.thecartriageman.com

RUSS ANDREWS AC-12
Aimed at improving the already impressive performance of 
Cambridge Audio's DacMagic is Russ Andrews' new AC-12 

power supply. Apparently, the use of a precision rack-wound transformer, 
rather than the more common high-speed-wound designs, produces 
tighter tolerances in the windings, thereby reducing stray magnetic 
fields. Further boosts to performance are said to come from higher 
quality supply regulation and the metre of woven Kimber Kable, which 
connects the AC-12 to the DacMagic to provide increased rejection of 
radio frequency interference.
Price: £99 Due: now a 0845 345 1550 w www.russandrews.com

AYON AUDIO CD-5 AND SKYLLA

©
Ayon Audio of Austria has extended its presence in the digital 
world with the new CD-5 CD player (below) and Skylla DAC 
(above), both of which feature built-in, class A, all-triode preamps.

Both components have four matched Russian 6H30 triodes providing 
the balanced/single-ended analogue output signal, which are coupled 
with silver-in-oil capacitors. There are three R-core transformers making 
up the power supply, the one for the analogue section feeding 
choke-regulated, valve-rectified rails. Conversion is undertaken by four 
Burr-Brown 1704K upsampling DACs, with multiple inputs and outputs 
on both the Skylla and CD-5.
Price: £6,500 (CD-5 ); £4,500 (Skylla) Due: now 
e 0143 5 8 6743 8 • www.ayonauaio.com)

10 Hlfl CHOICE J ianuary 2010
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REVO HERITAGE

SCANDYNA MEGAPOD

©
Available to special order through Scandyna's new UK 
distributor, Armour Home, is the eye-catching Megapod 
loudspeaker. The core of the system is a custom sub-woofer with 
250mm bass driver and flared reflex port supporting the iconic 

Minipod speaker above, the two main components being available in 
white, black, silver, blue, yellow, and red.

[Price; £2,396 per pair Due: now a 01279 501111
w www.armourhe.co.uk

©Designed at its headquarters in Lanark,the Heritage is the latest multi-format digital radio from Scottish company Revo Technologies. Capable of receiving DAB, DAB+, FM and wifi internet radio, the Heritage not only provides wireless audio streaming and docking for all current iPod models, but can also access popular online music service Last.fm. Listeners can either use an existing Last.fm profile, or choose an artist or genre and let the site put together a playlist. Housed within the aluminium and walnut-veneer case is a custom- designed, three-inch driver with neodymium magnet system, driven by a seven-watt amplifier. An OLED display and j oystick navigation system form the user interface.
Price: £230 Due: now a 01555 666161 w www.revo.co.uk

PURE SIESTA IDOCK ./CJk Prolific manufacturer of DAB and internet radios, Pure is back with the Siesta iDock; a stereo DAB/DAB+/FM clock-radio with iPod and iPhone dock. Alongside the digital amplifiers and custom drivers are 15 DAB and FM presets and an auto-dimming display. As the iDock is fully compatible with Apple's Made For iPod and Works With iPhone programmes, users can control their iPod or iPhone via the radio. 
Price: £90 Due: Christmas 2009 m 084i 489001 @ www.pure.com
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Son us faberCREMONA SERIES. LOOK TO THE PAST TO HEAR THE FUTURE .
.... FAST, TRANSPARENT, DYNAMIC, 

OPEN, CLEAR, VIVID."
HI FI CLUBE I JOSE VICTOR HENRIQUES I CREMONA ELIPSA

Sonus Faber's introductions in the early ''Noughties“ of the floor-standing Cremona and the smaller Cremona Auditor were hailed as milestones in the Industry's long standing quest to achieve the highly-desired marriage of both aesthetics and sound quality Such a rnamage would please both ends of the consumer spectrum, the audiophile as well as the cineaste.Indeed, it seemed incredible that the legendary, exquisite craftsmanship of the original Cremona andthe Cremona Auditor could have been surpassed.

Sonus Faber CREMONA M

However. the recent launch of two new models with 'M' designations, along with a flagship speaker. the Cremona Elipsa, were inspired by that most astounding of transducers. the Stradivari. Thus, they are testaments to the fact that Sonus Faber's designers are in a constant process of perfecting the art of music reproduction, and of pushing the boundaries in the creation and engineering of awe-inspirng handcrafted works of art. These speakers are all the more precious because ol their rarity, in a world characterised by so much automation and mechanisation.The Auditor M, the smallest of the new Cremonas and the successor of the original Auditor. is a versatile two-way system ideally suited for smaller environments craving a large-scale musical picture. Its natural maple enclosure follows the Sonus Faber signa tu re form of a lute in crosssection, while its components and final sound have been ear-tuned by the Sonus Faber team.For larger rooms, the original floor-standing Cremona has evolved into the new superior Cremona M. which displays a more elegant, stylish finish and benefits from the introduction of new components.Like their Homage siblings, both the Auditor M and Cremona M reflect the findings of Sonus Faber team's longstanding research, with attention paid to every detail, from small components. to wiring. to the drive units themselves. Equally, the aesthetics and external details have been refined to indicate a new stage in the speakers' evolution.At the top of the new Cremona range lies the brand- new Cremona Elipsa, designed for the connoisseur with both the means and the environment to exploit a larger system The Cremona Elipsa provides near-Stradivari performance in a more compact, economical package. Its sound is room-filling, open and natural, while its form is as beautiful as the speaker that inspired it. The Elipsa is, without question, another Sonus Faber masterpiece.
Sonus Fab^r CREMONA ELIPSA

oryournearestdea'ercontact: Sonus Jaber.absolute sounds ltd
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW
T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com
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TEUFEL of
Germany has 
just launched 
the Concept B 
200 USB.
Aimed at PC 
users, the small,
slim cabinets house two-way loudspeakers 
driven from an external box which contains
four 30-watt amplifiers (a pair for the woofers 
and tweeter fot each channel). As well as the 
USB sound connection, there's a USB hub built 
into the £184 set-up.
® www.teufel.eu

ROTEL SE SERIES .:.
Rotel has lavished some of the tuning applied 
to its range-topping 15 Series to its more 

affordable components. The RCD-06 SE CD player,
RA-06 SE, RA-05 SE and RA-04 SE integrated amps 
are all tweaked versions of budget Rotel kit

I nside the RCD-06 SE the list of changes is headed

by the replacement of the original Burr Brown DAC 
with a new model from Wolfson. Of the integrateds, 
the RA-06 SE has been most modified, primarily in a 
significant alteration to the decoupling of the power 
supply from the input switching and buffer stages.
Price: from £299 (RA-04 SE 1 to £599 (RA-06SE)|

Due: now B 01903 221500 @ www.rotel.com

VINYL SALES SOLDIER ON

©
The Recording Industry Association of

America figures for 2008 show that retail 
sales of vinyl LPs and EPs grew healthily for the 
second consecutive year, rising 124% to 2.9 million 
units (they were up 36.6% the previous year). This 
still accounted for only 0.007% of the total music 
market, and is a minuscule fraction of the 1.69 billion 
LPs and EPs sold in America in 1983.

The rosy glow of such a strong increase in demand 
isn't duplicated here in the UK, despite the fact that 
Tower Records reported a 36% rise in sales in the 
first half of 2008. This side of the pond, statistics 
from the British Phonographic Industry show the 
number of LPs sold in 2008 was 208,526, a meagre 
improvement on 2007's 205,292, and well below 
2001 's high of 761,558. Single sales suffered badly 
both here and in the US, with British sales slumping 
from 1,040,008 to 485,514 as electronic downloads 
of singles continued to grab market share.

NAIM has updated its CDX2 CD player with a 
number of improvements, including a 
switchable S/PDIF output on a 75-ohm BNC 
connector, new four-layer PCB for improved 
ground planes and isolation and better power 
supply regulation. Smaller improvements have 
also been implemented in the CD tray, board
mounting and general wiring. Priced at £3,250. 

S 01722 426600

LUXMAN D-05

®
ln the same range as Luxman's flagship D-08 is its latest CD/SACD player, the 14kg D-05. Fronted 
by the company's own LxDTM disc transport mechanism, the digital section is built around the

Burr-Brown PCM1792A hybrid multi-bit/single-bit converter running from a master clock optimised forvery 
low jitter levels. There are digital inputs as well as outputs too, both on either co-ax orToslink. The analogue 
stages (with both RCA and XLR balanced socketry) have their own oversize R-core transformer and multiple 
regulated power supplies.

NUFORCE the American firm, has just released 
Version 3 of its class D amplifiers. The new 
PCB layout incorporates improvements in the 
feedback path and overall control, which 
produce a more linear circuit with a wider 
bandwidth. Harmonic distortion has also been 
significantly reduced.

S 08450 525259

ROBERTS’ ClassicLite is 
the latest DAB/ FM 
radio to join its 
Ecologic family of low 
power-consumption 
products. It has an 
unlimited number of
station presets, a USB socket for upgrades, a 
line input for MP3 player connection and a 
headphone socket. Available in black or white, 
the ClassicLite costs £70.

H 01709 5711

TEAC’S new SR-
3 DAB is a stereo 
FM/DAB/RDS 
radio which 
possesses the 
mandatory iPod a
iPhone dock as well as a CD-player, all in a 
leather-effect cabinet. An AUX input on a 
3.5mm stereo mini-jack and USB and SD 
sockets, mean external analogue sources 
can be connected, as can MP3 tracks on 
memory sticks and SD cards. For late-night 
listening, there's a headphone socket and 
dimmable display.

fi 0845 130 2511
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@ SHOW REPORT

Sound and Vision 2009
Jason Kennedy drops in on Sound & Vision's first Manchester show

T
his was the first year that the Sound & Vision show held a second event, this time in Manchester. If the steady stream of enthusiastic visitors were anything to go by, then it was a successful addition.Unlike last month's National Audio Show, 

(HFC 327) the emphasis here was on the affordable end of the spectrum and there was no shortage of kit from CD players to LCD TVs.Fortunately, quite a number of the hi-fi brands also took rooms, including Bowers and Wilkins, NAD and Nairn. Other companies sharing the venue included Tannoy, Audio Note and Dynaudio. In many respects it turned out to be a show with something for everyone.

1
 Grado PS1000 (£1,795)Grado has brought out its most substantial and expensive headphone yet, the PS 1000 (see our exclusive review in next month's issue). This is an open-back, dynamic design with large ear pads and microscopically perforated aluminium outer housings that are designed to minimise resonance. The inner housing is wood and the driver a refinement on that in the GS 1000.

1. Grado's PSlOOO headphone

2
 ProAc Studio 140 Mkll 

(£1,650)A company that deserves a higher profile, ProAc's fine loudspeakers have always been popular with glass-audio enthusiasts. ProAc showed the latest incarnation of itsStudio 140 at the show, which uses a pair of carbon-filled, 6.5-inch polypropylene drivers,

3. Cyrus CD Xt+ and DAC X+

’ H 1» w.i

alongside a 25mm soft-dome tweeter. ProAc designs its own drivers and gets them made by specialists in the field, in this case SEAS. The speaker also has a matching plinth with a gap beneath the cabinet, so that the reflex port can vent downwards.

3
 Cyrus CD Xt+ and DAC X+ 

(£1,500 each)Cyrus brought along very new revisions of its CD Xt transport and DAC X converter with a + suffix. The transport has gained a second mains transformer, a move said to make it equivalent to the CD Xt SE and an PSX-R power supply in one box. You can still add a PSX-R outboard supply to the CD Xt + as this provides the servo control system with its own supply. The DAC X+ now has a dedicated power supply for the re-clocking system.

4
Curvi Model 1 V2 (£3,995)Curvi HiFi played some great music on an attractivetransmission line speaker in laminated beech. I t's said to produce a near ten-octave range from a single four-inch Jordan drive unit, which is hard to credit but we were surprised at the bass reach we heard. The technical bit is a low 83dB/6 ohm sensitivity, so it needs a bit of power, but full marks for innovation.
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6. Vita RlMkll DAB radios

4. Curvi Hi-Fi's Curvi 1V2 loudspeaker

5 -

8. The I.US i700 bookshelf loudspeaker

7. The Olive Opus No4 server
. . 'r'.

5. Pioneer's PDX-Z9 receiver and SACD player

are also IB systems. The absence of drive unit 
fixings and metal grille mounts mark these out 
as being impressive material value.

tuned receiver. The PDX-Z9 plays CDs and 
SACDs and receives FM/AM and internet 
radio. Pioneer struggled to demonstrate the 
latter due to a poor internet connection, but 
the unit is DLNA-certified, which means that it 
should integrate into a home network and 
stream music from a PC. It also has a USB 
input and iPod connectivity, plus Pioneer's 
sound retriever system for 'restoring' 
compressed music formats.

5
 Pioneer PDX^Z9 (£549)

The G-Clef range has been 
augmented by a new AIR studios-

Olive Opus No4 (from £1,499)
Olive is a new name on the music
streaming front to these shores, 

with some particularly nice casework on its 
Opus No4 server, which comes in SOOGB and 
lTB versions. It has a touch screen and has 
been built with a Burr-Brown 24-bit/96kHz 
DAC on a separate PCB with its own dedicated 
power supply.

S
I.US i700 (£140)
I.US speakers are unusual in that 
they are infinite baffle (IB) designs 

without a reflex port, something that you rarely 
see on budget speakers these days. Designed 
in France there are two bookshelf models; the 
i700 shown and a smaller i70 (£110) alongside 
a centre channel and a range of subs, which

e
 Vita Rl Mkll (£160)

Vita has updated its smallest DAB 
radio, the Rl, which offers DAB/ 

DAB+/FM and now a larger display than its 
predecessor, alongside some useful accessories. 
There is the BackPack battery power supply 
that attaches to the back of the Rl and the 
Carry Pack, which is a leather case with a 
handle that wraps around the Rl and makes it 
truly portable.

LUS?
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HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS
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Denon AVR-1910 High Definition AV Receiver // What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision selects the new Denon 
AVR-1910 as its Multichannel Receivers Group Test Winner, describing it as a ‘frighteningly good all-rounder’. 
In its September 2009 edition, the UK’s largest home cinema and hi-fi magazine, also says the new Denon 
sounds ‘hugely entertaining’ with an ‘unbelievable amount of detail’. Part of Denon’s new generation of 
AV Receivers, the AVR-1910 features Dolby’s latest ProLogic Hz sound program which supports two additional 
front-height speakers, enabling an even more lifelike surround sound experience.

AVR-1610 AVR-2310

What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision 
Multichannel Receivers Group Test Winner 

Denon AVR-1910

Ci

A □□ DOLBY
PRO LOGIC llz
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9. Michell's VTA adjuster for the Rega RB3O1 tonearm

10. Focal Chorus 826W floorstander

9

1 O

11

12
introduced its MCR.2 Reference phono stage 
at the show. The company claims to have □

Anatek Research MCR.2 
Reference (£2,000)
Sussex-based Anatek Research

Michell VTA device (£38)
Michell has designed a VTA 
adjuster for the relatively new Rega

Sugden LS21 (£2,750)
Never ones to follow the crowd, 
Sugden has branched out with its

Focal Chorus 826W LE 

(£1,879)
Focal has gone to town on

11.

;

Sugden LS21loudspeaker

Anatek Research's MCR.2 Reference phono stage

RB301 tonearm, a model that with its three- 
point fixing has made all the RB300 adjusters 
obsolete. It consists of two threaded collars, 
a base to fix the arm to, and smaller spacers 
for the armboard on Michell turntables. The 
standard of engineering is, as we've come to 
expect from the company, superb.

a limited edition, satin-red orblack version 
of its 826W floorstander. The three-way 
benefits from a technique developed for the 
Utopia range that involves laser cutting the 
W cones for concentricity, then bevelling and 
cauterizing their edges for a perfect joint with 
the surround.

own loudspeaker and its own cabinet work - 
something not many speaker companies do 
these days. The LS21 cabinet is made from 
deep-rout MDF and finished in book-matched 
veneer with solid wood edges. A six-and-a-half- 
inch coated polypropylene cone covers the 
midbass and hands over to a one-inch soft 
dome for the treble.
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XQ Series
'It's hard to fault these gorgeous cabinets... 

the XQ Series are outstanding 
all-round performers.'

Home Cinema Choice, November 2009

EISA Best
AWARD

Exquisite

And that’s exquisite.

Product
2008-2009

Simply stated, the stunning exterior is a promise of 
the sound that emanates from within.

With KEF’s latest Uni-Q® ‘point source’ driver array, 
featuring a new “tangerine" waveguide for even 
cleaner HF response and superior off-axis dispersion, 
the new XQ Series produces a breathtaking, three 
dimensional soundstage. The range also features 
technology normally reserved for the Reference Series: 
independently loaded, ultra-low distortion LF drivers 
provide tuneful, articulate bass, while the cross over 
features discrete bass/midrange and HF circuits to 
eliminate coupling effects.

The line up includes elegant floorstanding and 
bookshelf models plus an outstanding three-way 
centre channel speaker. A choice of Piano Black, 
Khaya Mahogany or Blrds-Eye Maple wood veneer 
finishes, all in stunning high gloss lacquer, allow the 
XQ Series to blend into the finest environments.

www.kef.com
CP Acoustics (UK) Ltd., Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent MEI 5 6QP, U.K. Tel: +44 (0)1622 672261 Fax: +44 (0)1622 750653 
KEF and Uni-Q are registered trademarks. Uni-Q is protected under worldwide patents.

European HT Loudspeaker 

KEF XQ Series

INNOVATORS IN SOUND

http://www.kef.com


□ come up with an improvement to the RIM 
equalisation system. It certainly sounded sweet 
on the end of a Funk Firm turntable. Moving 
coil only, it has adjustable load and is direct 
coupled. The company also showed al 00-watt 
power amplifier based on the Hypex module 
called D-100 for £1,500.

Denon DCD-2010AE & PMA- 
2010AE (£1,700 each)

I Denon hooked up its top two-
channel components (see review on page 44)
to a pair of AH-05000 headphones. The DCD- 
2010AE CD player has a 32-bit/192kHz Alpha 
processor and three-level 'restoration' for MP3 
material, which it can extract in digital form 
from an iPod via USB. The PMA-2010AE 

wire. Built with polished, silver-plated OFC, 
i nsulated with foamed Teflon and shielded in 
'very heavy guage' silver-plated foil, its got a 
l ot to prove.

The atmosphere at Manchester was upbeat 
with a lot of exhibitors making good sounds 
and playing interesting music. The better 
sounding rooms included Electrocompaniet 
which didn't have any brand new product, but 
has a huge range from which to choose. We 
also enjoyed the Cyrus room where the new 
digital components clearly contributed to the 
impressive overall result.

The most exciting newcomer to the show has 
to be I.US loudspeakers, we expected them to 
be at least twice as expensive as they are and 

look forward to hearing them in action. Best 
innovation has to go to Michell, however, for 
figuring out a way of making the Rega RB301 
tonearm adjustable for VTA. HFC

i ntegrated amp claims 160 watts per channel 
and has an MM/MC phono stage onboard.

Naim Ovator S-600 
(£6,000)
Nairn was making impressive 

sounds with its Ovator S-600, the first hi-fi 
speaker to use the NXT BMR (balanced mode 
radiator) driver; a six octave, four-inch unit with 
unusually wide dispersion. The driver is 
decoupled from the cabinet by leaf springs, 
more of which separate the cabinet from its 
die-cast plinth. Bass is provided by a pair of 
paper cone drivers in FEA modelled chassis.

The Chord Company
I Solstice (from £1,500)
I The Chord Co. was having a

frantic time selling cables, but managed to 
point out its new range-topping Solstice 
interconnects, speaker and mains cables. With 
interconnects starting at £1,500 per pair and 
speaker cable at £500 per metre, this is serious
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COOL GALES
It's a breeze to buy high-end gear at ^^w.coolgales.com.

Check out the reviews and brochure d 
downloads on our website product 
listings, like the fantastic value Scheu ■ 
Diamond with upgraded RB250 tonearm 
and Benz MC cartridge: "It eclipses even 
much higher priced combinations with 
its natural, neutral and detailed sound." 
(H/-F/+).

Give us a free call on 0800 043 6710 if you 
need more info or prefer to order by phone. We'll 
tell you about the fabulous Aesthetix Rhea phono 
stage, with "a sense of palpability and immediacy 
that recalls the magic of live music" (The Absolute 
Sound).

Free delivery on all orders over £100, 
including the miraculous Esoteric X-05 
SACD/CD player, which brings the legendary 
sound of Esoteric to a very affordable level.

GOG
OGG

^» • -

A 30-day money-back guarantee on 
most products (details on our website), 
including the classic Michell Gyrodec SE, 
which has "unmistakable naturalness and 
ease, allowing the music to flow 
unencumbered" (Hi-Fi News).

A huge selection of hi-fi components with style, 
like the new Eclipse TD712z Mk2, with even more 
spectacular sound than the original, "whose clarity, 
transparency, resolution, imaging, and timbral 
accuracy match or exceed those of just about 
every other speaker" (Stereophile).

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.

^ww.coolgales.com
0800 043 6710

Give us a click. Give us a call. The Victoria School House :: Henrietta Road :: Bath BA2 6LU

w.coolgales.com
ww.coolgales.com
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British company Audium Semiconductor is 
helping to make hi-ff components more 'green'

...if we're going to 
deny ourse ves all 
pleasures on the 
grounds of 'greenness', 
we might as well go 
back to living in 
caves or trees."

RichardB/ack
Richard Black is a professional musician, recording engineer and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi analyst to boot. He writes about hi-fi exclusively for HFC

Amplifiers go green...

W
'hether you're a believer in climate 
change or a nay-sayer, it's common 
sense that wasting natural

resources, including energy, can't be smart. 
On the other hand, if we're going to deny 
ourselves all pleasures on the grounds of 
'greenness', we might as well go back to 
living in caves or trees. How nice, then, to 
learn that audio has potentially just become 
a good deal greener, thanks to a development 
in audio amplification from a British company 
called Audium Semiconductor.

Krell and similar Class A monsters draw 
hundreds of watts off the grid, whether 
playing music or not. By contrast, many of the 
integrated amps we've tested lately draw only 
10-20 watts at idle, though most of them 
require an input of over 100 watts to deliver 
a total music output of 20 watts, the difference 
ending up as heat. Switching-type amps 
(Class D, or 'digital', designs) can be more 
efficient than that, though in practice most of 
them still consume a fair amount of power.

Audium is claiming that its integrated 
circuits allow amplifiers to be built that have 
efficiency in the region of 80 per cent over a 
very wide range of output, from 100 watts 
right down to milliwatts. The company makes 
an important point about this: designing for 
high-efficiency at high output is only a small 
part of the story, because in the real world, 
amps only spend a small portion of their time 
outputting high power. Even when one is 
listening loud, the average power level is low.

It's easy enough to assess this and we had 
a look at some music to see what's really 
happening. A typical example would be a bit 
of Led Zeppelin, which when played to full 
output by a 100-watt amplifier actually 
requires an average of just three watts. Some 
highly compressed modern pop might need a 

bit more, while a lot of classical music 
would require much less, But you get the 
general idea - average power is way down 
on the amp's maximum capability.

But the amp is likely to be drawing 
several tens of watts on average, making 
for an overall efficiency of ten per cent or 
less. Even worse, if you listen at a level 
below the amp's maximum, which most 
people do most of the time, efficiency 
drops still further. Audium gives figures for 
efficiency of a Class D amp suggesting 
that it manages 50 per cent at one-watt 
output, but far less at a few milliwatts out. 
If anything, that's better efficiency than 
we've seen and it's certainly a lot better 
than any linear (Class AB) amp.

To achieve this kind of efficiency, Audium 
uses a whole battery of techniques, with 
digital switching circuits at their heart. 
One eyebrow-raiser is that the basic power 
supply voltage for the circuit is l .SV, 
roughly what you get from a single battery. 
In linear circuit terms, that's good for little 
more than a headphone driver, but 
Audium includes step-up power conversion 
circuitry so there's enough voltage 
available to drive lots of watts into a 
loudspeaker when needed. When that kind 
of power isn't needed, the circuit operates 
on just the l .SV, which avoids the biggest 
source of loss in most conventional amps: 
blocking off most of the power supply voltage.

The implication of this, is that realistic 
amplifiers can be built with a long-term
average power consumption of just a very 
few watts, saving energy and allowing truly 
cordless operation. At the moment, 
technical performance doesn't meet full 
hi-fi standards, but there's no reason why it 
can't be done in future. HFC
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ECLIPSE
^

FUJITSU TEN

However good it looks, 
it can sound a whole lot better.

HD home entertainment with the Eclipse TD series.
However stunning HDTV’s and Blu-Ray’s visual qualities, without 
Eclipse TD technology, you can’t enjoy all the breathtaking detail, 
texture and quality of their lossless audio formats. But together,
you experience sensational sound to match whatever it is you
want to see. Enjoy High Definition a whole lot more and make

www.eclipse-td.net

sure you hear it a whole lot better. Visit www.eclipse-td.net.

ECLIPSE TD SERIES
Just for the pure performance.

Eclipse TD (UK) Ltd +44 (0)20 7328 4499

http://www.eclipse-td.net
http://www.eclipse-td.net


Adam
Adam Hartley is a technology journalist currently trying to reconcile his passion for new 
music streaming services with his desire to see good artists get paid to make great music

s Freemium the future
for recorded music?
"Spoti-what?" said my dad, as I tried to explain

"Spotify's growth 
has been 
nothing less 
than incredible, 
amassing 2.7 
million registered 
users in the UK 
in the first 
six months."

I
llegal music piracy and online file-sharing is 
killing the music industry. So the popular 
refrain goes. Yet recent studies show that it is 
exactly those 'pirates' that buy more vinyl and CDs 

than anybody else. And new 'freemium' music 
streaming services such as Spotify, Sky Songs and 
Microsoft's MSN Music are booming, giving users 
instant access to millions of tracks and - so these 
companies claim - providing music lovers with a 
legal and far more user-friendly option than dodgy 
torrent websites.

Yet what of audio quality? Much of the 
discussion about the rise of freemium has focused 
on the instant accessibility and the genuinely 
magical experience of discovering new music and 
rediscovering old favourites via an almost unlimited 
jukebox 'in the cloud'. And the wonder that is 
Spotify's iPhone app and the new dedicated 
'Spotify' phone from lesser-known mobile 
manufacturer HTC. But can you integrate it into 
your current hi-fi set-up without too much fuss7 
And will it sound anywhere near as good as 
vinyl or CD7

"With all of the services you mentioned there is 
a lack of format and quality standardization," says 
Music Ally's Nik Miskov. "Stream quality will always 
fall somewhere in the wide range of 128 kb/s 
- 320 kb/s. Spotify, the new standard, streams 
at an approximate rate of 160 kb/s for all free 
members, while premium members can change 
the streaming rate to 320 kb/s in their 
preferences once they start paying."

Strangely enough, this high-bit-rate optional 
extra has not been widely publicised. For me, it 
gives me far more incentive to part with that 
tenner-a-month subs fee. In comparison, Sky

There's a universe of music available 
from online services like Spotify

Songs' £6.49-a-month browser-based service uses 
an AAC+ codec which streams at only 48kb/s.
The difference is negligible if you are listening via 

headphones at work or via your mobile phone, 
but instantly noticeable when you plug your 
laptop or netbook into your hi-fi via an optical 
cable, stereo RCA, or headphone jack.

Bottom line. Even if you are happy enough 
with the service to shell-out £ 120 a year, Spotify 
is not going to replace your beloved vinyl and 
CD collections as your primary source of music 
in the home for the foreseeable future. It is 
more likely that you will choose to dabble with 
the free ad-supported version now and then to 
help you decide which albums you want to invest 
in and spend some serious listening time with.

Either way, Spotify's growth has been nothing 
less than incredible, amassing 2.7 million 
registered users in the UK in the first six months 
since it launched back in February 2009 and 
delivering one billion streams to Brits 
throughout that same period. And while the 
audio quality is currently the best on offer, 
when compared with similar services from 
behemoths such as Sky and Microsoft, this 
apparent success story still raises more 
questions than it provides answers for the 
long-suffering music biz. Simply put, can Spotify 
convert enough of its users to pay £10 a month 
for its premium service? Or is it, as many critics 
have claimed, little more than the music 
industry's 'free lemonade stand'7 The last gasp 
of a recording industry in its final death throes...

I can't answer that question. However, what I 
can say is that I've discovered more new music 
through sharing instant Spotify links and 
personalised-playlists with friends over email, 
Facebook, Twitter and Skype. It has also 
improved no end my overall experience of being 
slightly inebriated on the internet late at night. 
And for that, if nothing else, I highly recommend 
it. Though my wife may beg to differ. HFC
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he RX Factor

b

Dynamic, dramatic and exciting.
Five Stars are not easy to come by. They recognise stellar 
performance with excellent build quaility and reward the 
best entertainment you can buy for your home. Which is 

why RX could be your idea of AV heaven.

Seven models
Six finishes
One breathtaking experience

WHATHIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2009
SPEAKER PACKAGES

BEST SPEAKER PACKAGE £1500+

MONITOR AUDIO RX6AV12

"The RX6AV12 is a fantastic 
all-rounder and serious contender 

for class leading status." 
- RX6AV12 - What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision Awards 2009

MONITOR AUDIO
design for sound

Please visit: monitoraudio.co.uk
Telephone: 0800 0352 032

monitoraudio.co.uk


Paul
Paul Messenger is a former editor of Hi-Fi Choice and has been writing 
about his favourite hobby for more than 30 years

Tone contra
Just how important is it's impact on loudspeaker performance?

"Tone controls 
on speakers 
were much less 
common and 
were usually 
restricted to 
offering some 
degree of control 
over relative 
treble level"

The two- and three-way Audiovector 
53 Super loudspeaker

B
ack in the 1950s and '60s, tone controls 
were a universal feature of amplifiers - 
and to some extent loudspeakers. There 
were - and are - good reasons for including them, 

but also counter-arguments that point out 
associated disadvantages.

During the 1970s, two newcomers to amplifier 
manufacture - Mark Levinson in the US and Nairn 
Audio in the UK - broke with the tone control 
tradition, on the grounds that the circuitry involved 
added unwanted complexity and, if used, 
introduced phase shifts and resonances that 
compromised sound quality. It took more than a 
decade, but by the late 1980s hardly any genuine 
hi-fi amplifiers still had tone controls and few 
customers asked for them. It's a situation that 
persists to this day.

Tone controls on speakers were much less 
common and were usually restricted to offering 
some degree of control over relative treble level. 
These too seemed to fade out during the 1980s, 
probably in the wake of their disappearance from 
amplifiers and for similar philosophical reasons.

11 might have been a simple lack of enthusiasm 
on the part of manufacturers and customers, or 
maybe a consequence of poor implementations 
undermining credibility. The simple fact remains, 
that including such a feature does make good 
sense and might indeed be on the point of 
making a comeback. Furthermore, since a speaker 
already includes equalisation circuitry, it's also 
arguably a better place to include such a feature 
than on an amplifier.

The bottom line is that the tonal balance one 
hears from a stereo hi-fi system today is 
fundamentally a consequence of the interaction 
between the loudspeakers and the acoustics of the 
listening room. The speaker manufacturer might 
have total control over his own products, but has 
only a vague idea of the sort of environment 
they'll be used in and has to accept that there will 
be huge variations across his customer base.

A perfect illustration occurred with the 
Audiovector S3 Super (reviewed on page 60). 
These have a simple switch that cleverly 
converts them between three-way and two-and- 
a-half-way operation, the latter supplying 
roughly 3dB more relative output through the 
bass and lower midband.

I tried them set to the three-way mode, but 
was disappointed by a lack of bass warmth and 
an over-prominent upper-midband in my room. I 
switched over to 'two-and-a-half-way' mode and 
immediately heard a substantial improvement.

That shows all too clearly how important the 
room can be in determining the net tonal 
balance of a stereo speaker system and how 
useful it can be if the speaker manufacturer 
incorporates some degree of adjustment.

Audiovector is not alone in helping start what 
could well be a new trend. PMC's new luxury 
fact.8 speaker (reviewed in HFC 327) has two 
li ttle three-way switches next to its input 
terminals, allowing some adjustment of both 
bass and treble.

The treble switch offers a small 'fine tuning' 
adjustment labelled OdB, -1 dB, -2dB, allowing 
the 'brightness' of the system to be sensitively 
tailored to the characteristics of the system as a 
whole and the reflectivity of nearby surfaces.

The bass switch offers three rather larger 
variations, 0/-3dB/-6dB and is designed to 
compensate for the roughly 6dB variation that's 
found between free space and close-to-wall 
siting. This is harder to implement, because the 
capacitors involved are much larger and more 
costly, but carefully paralleling large and small 
audiophile grade examples ensures that sound 
quality isn't compromised.

KEF's Reference models have included a 
degree of adjustability for some time and with 
two of hi-fi's more progressive speaker designers 
j oining in, the trend towards including 'tone 
controls' is gathering momentum. HFC
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Alvin
Alvin Gold began writing about hi-i more than 25 years ago and has since become one 
of the most internationally renowned reviewers in the field

Design for design's sake
What's more important. .. aesthetics or performance?

"A very good 
example was its 
flagship disc 
player which, for 
reasons it's hard 
to guess, was 
based on 
DVD-Audio 
technology."

The unique design of the Stax 
electrostatic headphone

W
hat precisely constitutes good design 
when the term is applied to high
fidelity? What is the formula for getting 
i t right? And what about related areas such as 

build-quality and craftsmanship? These are 
questions I have taken an interest in, back to my 
earliest days in the industry and which influences 
my writing through to the present day.

One of the most impressive early examples was 
the Cambridge Audio PSO. I continue to believe 
that this was one of the most exquisitely turned 
out components that the hi-fi industry has seen 
and which, incidentally, was one of the first 
amplifiers to be promoted on the basis of its sound 
quality, as well as design, and not just power 
output or other extraneous features. It was one of 
the original amplifiers from Cambridge Audio and 
i ts design had nothing to do with later iterations 
from this much travelled company, whose focus 
has changed completely in the years since.

Of course, it was not alone. A number of 
products spring to mind that epitomise good 
design, including the original SME 3009 arm. It 
was exquisitely turned out and presented. Another 
example, coincidentally, also happens to be 
another arm, the Rega RB300, which is not made 
to the same standard as the SME, but which earns 
its place in the annals of high-fidelity history for its 
simplicity, and, above all, because it worked. A real 
triumph of design over material means.

For all its qualities as a design statement, the 
Cambridge Audio P series was fatally flawed. It 
was made as slim as was thought feasible at the 
time; the whole amplifier was just two inches high, 
which meant using very short, compact main 
reservoir capacitors. This would be no problem 
now, but at the time the ones that were sourced 
for the job were none too reliable. I still have my 
old Cambridge Audio PSO, but I think too much of 
it as a design statement to be willing to plug it 
i nto the main supply. I don't have any confidence 
i t would survive a blast of 240 volts.

But it wasn't alone. The weak point of the 
Rega RB300, for example, was the cable, which 
was simple and not really up to the job. But the 
aftermarket can deal with this shortcoming 
quite easily. You can even upgrade the steel 
counterweight to the original tungsten part, 
which sits closer to the main bearing, reducing 
effective mass. The SME, however, was different. 
11 may have been limited as a design, but its 
execution was near perfect.

One curiosity I learned along the way is that 
in the UK we have often done fairly well on the 
design fundamentals. The home of high-end 
high fidelity - the USA - has a comparatively 
mixed record. Obvious examples are a lack of 
attention to detail, second rate finishes, and 
poor shut lines. We frequently do these things 
better in the UK while the Japanese hi-fi 
industry does them best of all. Two examples 
that spring to mind are Teac's Esoteric sub
brand and the uniquely designed Stax 
electrostatic headphones.

This was something that was identified early 
in the work that went into the Classe brand 
when it was taken over by Bowers and Wilkins a 
few years back. There was never such a thing as 
a poorly finished Classe product and if you ran 
your finger across the control surfaces there are 
abundant tactile clues to its class. Classe's 
mistakes were more fundamental. A very good 
example was its flagship disc player which, for 
reasons it's hard to guess, was based on 
DVD-Audio technology, at a time when it was 
already obvious that the format was in terminal 
decline. But there were other striking 
miscalculations too, not least in the design of 
the home cinema processors and disc players 
they chose to run with.

Pulling the threads together, what we can say 
here is that good design doesn't exist in a vacuum. 
There is no rule book for design excellence. It is 
a process, ultimately a holistic one. HFC

januaiy 2010 I HI-FI CHOICE 27
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Beautiful Systems

NeatNaim
Oebut review of the new NS-01 hard disk player with matching system

I
n the context of this collection of 
components, it is possible that the 
phrase 'beautiful systems' is perhaps 
not wholly appropriate. It's not that for a 

second we consider these units to be 
ugly, but with the term 'beautiful' comes 
certain inevitable connotations that this 
system could never be accused of. They 
are completely free of unnecessary 
adornment, they are made of materials 
of clearly terrestrial origin, and their 
styling is the result of providing an 
enclosure for their innards in a practical 
and sensible fashion. Maybe, for this 
column only, we are reviewing what 
might be more correcty termed a 
'handsome system' instead.

These electronics are provided by 
Nairn. Aesthetically they could be the 

"This is not a system that shows any reticence or 
holds back from a totally accurate rendition of 
what you happen to be listening to."
products of no other company, with their 
trim, black casework and green 
illuminated logos and buttons. Presented 
here is the classic Nairn system set of 
preamp, power amp, power supply and 
source. With the latter there is a twist 
that belies the simple appearance of the 
system. The amplification and power 
supply though are classic Nairn and 
none the worse for that.

NAIM CONTROL
Control over the signals of sources 
connected to the system is provided by 
the NAC 202 preamplifier. The face it 
presents to the world is clean, crisp 
simplicity itself. with a large and 
perfectly weighted volume control 
to one side of the illuminated logo 
and source selection buttons to the 
other. That is the sum total of control 
options on this device - there really is 
nothing else the user has to concern 
themselves with.

The rear panel is similarly single
minded with the firm's customary DIN 
connections provided for all inputs as 

well as a brace of phono connections for 
any sources you own which may not 
have been born in Salisbury.

In common with all Nairn preamps, the 
202 has no power input of its own, but 
instead relies on being connected to a 
Nairn power amplifier or - as we have 
here - a separate power supply. The 
NAPSC (£275) connects to the 
dedicated socket on the rear of the NAC 
202 and provides an upgraded power 
supply which frees the delicate circuits 
of the 202 from any interference that 
power drawn from the amplifier might 
bring. The NAPSC is the same sleek 
black and green box as the preamp, but 
in miniature - it sits beside the NAC 
202 almost like an infant version of a 
power amp.

Naim NAC 202 
preamplifier 
£1,650
Includes six line-level 
inputs, low-resonance 
circuit boards, high- 
quality motorised 
potentiometer and 
intelligent balance control

In this system, the power amp in 
question is the NAP 200. A direct 
consequence of the research work that 
led to the creation of the mighty NAP 
500, the NAP 200 is the same size as 
the preamp and even more spartan in 
appearance The fascia consists purely of 
another glowing Nairn logo and a 
partially recessed power button. Again, 
the styling of the casework is formulated 
to meet the fundamental requirements 
of housing the circuitry of the amplifier, 
and protecting it from the degrading 
effects of external vibration. When 
assembled, the three boxes sit like a 
lesson in simplicity, their logos aglow.

The electronics are a classic example 
of the Nairn philosophy - a painstakingly 
laid out topology which yields an 
output of 70 watts of a type which 
always feels rather more muscular and 
powerful than 70 watts output by 
virtually any other amplifier.

NAIMNET
The source in this instance has a few 
more surprises than its minimalist □

Naim NAP 200 
power amplifier 
£1,575
Features a new top-quality 
430VA toroidal transformer, 
a continuous power 
output of 70 watts and a 
frequency response of 2 Hz 
to 65kHz (3dB)

Nairn NS-01 
hard-disk player 
£2,935
Rips CDs directly to an 
internal hard drive and is 
designed for touch-panel 
control. Pictured above 
with the NAPSC power 
supply (£275)

Neat Momentum 
4 i loudspeaker 
£2,845
2.5-way floorstanding 
loudspeakerfeatures 
a 165mm main driver, 
88dB sensitivity and 
eight-ohm impedance
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front panel might suggest at first glance. 
The NSOl is not a conventional Nairn CD 
player, despite the presence of a CD tray 
on the front panel. It is instead part of 
the NaimNet distributed audio system.

Connected up to a home network, the 
NS-01 will rip CDs directly to an internal 
hard drive. Not only that, it will also 
locate and play music from elsewhere on 
the network. It does this in a bit-perfect, 
lossless manner - whatever convenience 
is added to the system by its networking 
capability is not achieved at the cost of 
sonic performance.

As these functions require more space 
than a front panel display can easily 
provide, the NSOl is designed to be used 
with an external screen, or as was the 
case during listening - a touch-panel. 
This may sound like a recipe for 
complexity, but the interface proved to 
be so intuitive in use that returning to a 
remote-driven system afterwards felt like 
stepping back a decade in terms of 
functionality and ergonomics.

There will undoubtedly be avid readers 
out there who will immediately be aware 
that they can connect unit A from this 
manufacturer; to unit B from another in 
order to rep I icate the function of the 
NSOl at a fraction of the price. To think 
this is to miss the point, slightly. The joy 
of the NSOl is that it is so well sorted. It 

can be up and running in mere minutes, 
and the vast feature set is simplicity 
itself to operate. In short, you are paying 
for the research and development time 
which went into honing this experience 
and ease of use, and it would be unwise 
to underestimate the benefits this brings 
to usability.

NEAT IDEAS
To partner these four handsome boxes, 
we selected the equally good-looking 
Neat Momentum 4i loudspeakers. Neat's 
equipment is frequently partnered with 
Nairn electronics and even on aesthetics 
alone there is much to be said for the 
pairing. Just like the Nairn components, 
the Momentums are devoid of frivolous 
adornment and, like the NSOl, hide 
rather more technology than you might 
at first imagine.

As well as the tweeter - with its 
inverted Titanium dome and the l65mm 
driver visible on the front baffle - each 
Momentum hides away an integrated 
isobaric subwoofer in the base of its 
cabinet If you tilt the speaker for a quick 
look at its base, you'll see the lower of 
these two drivers is visible. It's for this 
reason that the Momentums are fitted 
with spikes which can't be removed. The 
result is a slim and relatively compact 
cabinet which has the ability to go 

rather lower and punch rather harder 
than you might expect

The final system contains a minimum 
of visible controls, features and drivers 
respectively, but achieves this look by 
concealing quite a few of them within 
the pared down case and cabinet work. 
The overall effect is a set of components 
designed around the maxim "speak 
softly and carry a big stick." The big 
stick, in this instance, is the sonic 
performance this combination offers. 
The well-engineered touch-screen 
interface of the NSOl and isobaric 
subwoofers of the Momentums would 
both be for nothing, if this system was 
unable to deliver the goods sonically, but 
it does and then some.

ALL SYSTEMS GO
This is not a system that shows any 
reticence or holds back from a totally 
accurate rendition of what you happen 
to be listening to. It will not sugarcoat a 
bad recording and neither does it 
produce sounds that you put on in the 
background while you attend to other 
tasks - you are entirely unlikely to 
complete them.

What it produces is a totally 
engrossing performance, that is as 
ferocious or delicate as needed, when 
required. The NAC202 and NAP200

NAIM a 01722 426600 WWW.NAIM-AUDIO.COM NEAT a 01833 631021 (::) WWW.NEATCO.UK
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"This is a brilliant combination of elegance, performance 
and features. At the same time, the ability of this system - 
and, most imponantly, its sound - is beyond question."
are fast, clean and possessed of 
headroom that is unlikely to be tested 
too rigorously outside of an aircraft 
hangar. Small adjustments of the 202's 
perfectly weighted volume knob will 
produce levels that will have your 
neighbours forming a lynch mob 
in no time.

The NSOl is technically not in 
its designed environment in this 
'conventional' system, but you would 
be none-the-wiser based on the sonic 
performance it turns in. Behind the 
clever interface and large feature set 
is a truly sorted digital music player. 
All the Nairn virtues of speed, propulsive 
force and natural tonality are present 
and correct. The NSOl then shows these 
to great effect as you browse swiftly 
and easily around its content from the 
comfort of your listening position.

The right music for any mood is 
seconds away (and this particular NSOl 
came loaded with some real treats) and 
moving rapidly through genres shows 
how well-sorted this system is.

PERFECT SOUNDS
As could be expected of perfect partners, 
the Neats take this talent and run with 
it. The Momentums are aptly named, as 
they possess this quality in abundance. 
The isobaric arrangement of the 
subwoofers gives them a low end that 
starts and stops with immense speed, 
allied to an extension which seems 
incredible coming from a cabinet of 
relatively limited internal volume. This 
bass is not a blunt instrument - it has a, 
precision, tunefulness and dexterity 
which together help to bring every 
nuance out of a complex bass line.

The Neats' rendition of Nils Lofgren's Acoustic Live captures the guitar with 
spine-tingling realism. The space around 
the artist, his position in relation to the 
other musicians, and the placement of 
the group as a whole within a believable 
acoustic, is relayed with unfailing 
accuracy and seemingly without a 
second thought.

The results with some of the electronica 
available on the NSOl were simply 

stunning - Dirty Epic by Underworld 
had all of the epic scale which befits the 
title and every last drop of the latent 
emotion was reproduced effortlessly, 
when it can so easily be glossed over if 
the song is filtered through a less 
revealing component.

This is a brilliant combination of 
elegance, performance and features. 
In avoiding some of the wilder design 
traits, sometimes apparent in electronics 
design, these are units that should sit 
happily in any environment without 
drawing unnecessary attention to 
them. At the same time, the ability 
of this system - both in its features 
and, most importantly, its sound - is 
beyond question.

The results are greater then sum of the 
parts and this is always an indicator that 
the ingredients are 'right.' Whilst this 
might still be judged as a handsome 
system on account of its calm aesthetics, 
the sonic results and user experience are 
unquestionably beautiful and that is why 
it belongs here. HK
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Electra 1 OOOBe 2 - small details, great effects.
How do you improve a range that has been as successful as the Electra 1 OOOBe? These, after-all 
are the speakers that brought the benefits of beryllium to the audiophile masses.
With over 30 years of expertise in loudspeaker and drive unit design, Focal have always been 
aware that attention to detail is paramount, and a fine example of that resolve is here in 
the new tweeter diaphragm of the 1 OOOBe 2. Only 2 millimetres larger, and artfully 
re-profiled, this remarkable dome (identical to that used in our flagship Grande 
Utopia) is a large contributor to the greatly improved performance.
Simply put, you'll hear more music, and less loudspeaker. And for movie 
fans, the matching centre, subwoofer and surround speakers provide 
a cinematic revelation - every nuance that the producers intended. 
Focal Electra 1 OOOBe 2. Experience every emotion.

Available in three standard finishes - Champagne (pictured), Basalt and Slate Grey.

Focal UK 0845 660 2680 info@focal-uk.com www.focal-uk.com the Spirit of Sounc

mailto:info@focal-uk.com
http://www.focal-uk.com


REVIEW
Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section - the only place for definitive 
tests of the latest hi-fi components. Our unique combination of extensive 
listening, unsighted comparisons and scientific lab reports, conducted by 
the UK's most experienced set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most 
comprehensive and reliable guide to high-performance hi-fi in the world.
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The things we think 
could be better

Advance Acoustic is being very ambitious producing a two- 
box player of this build quality and price. Something just has 
to give and it is the DAC, which can’t do justice to the 
transport's efforts.

The things we like most 
about the product

SOUND

‘ou wn timd I.. Vl.. cwiti5ed player5 for tnr.. 
money. But fe combine dynamics with fine 
timing skills as effectively as this. HFC
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Gryphon Atilla integrated amplifier [Review]

Affordable luxury
The nearest that Cryphon gets to amplification for the proletariat

PRODUCT Gryphon Atilla

TYPE Integrated amplifier

PRICE £6,995

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 48xl3x38cm
O Weight: 8.6kg O Inputs 4x line single-ended, tape, 
1 x balanced XLR O Power output 2x 100 watts per 
channel (8 ohms), 2x 200 watts per channel (4 ohms)
O Output impedance: 0.027 ohms

CONTACT a 0141 333 9700 g wwwgryphon-audio.dk

C
heap it isn't' Gryphon's Atilla costs 
practically £7,000, for what at first 
sight looks like a modestly equipped 
100-watt integrated amplifier. And this is 

the entry-level model, which is a long, long 
way from the top of the company's range.

There is nothing matter-of-fact or ordinary 
about the Gryphon Atilla, from the vaguely 
threatening product name, to the opening 
passage in the product information, 
describing the integrated amplifier breed as 
'the ugly ducklings' of high-end audio. Yet, 
this rather extravagant claim simply doesn't 
hold water.

It's true that a majority of the very best 
cost-no-object amplifiers are configured 
as separate pre and power amplifiers, but 
there is no necessary correlation between 
packaging and performance. There are 
plenty of under-achieving component 
pre and power amplifiers and a surprising 
number of truly excellent integrateds, a 
category that includes exceptional machinery 
from Belles (the IA-01), the Plinius 9100, 
Unison Research Unico Primo, Sim Audio 
Moon, Krell FBI and the Macintosh MA6300 
-and there are more where they came from.

I n any case, the idea of calling such a 
drop-dead gorgeous object as the Atilla an 
ugly duckling (using the term in its other 

more directly pejorative sense) is more than 
unfair - it is nothing less than a travesty.

Looked at simply as a piece of industrial 
design, the Atilla is remarkable and in some 
ways stunning. The amplifier itself inhabits a 
more or less rectangular box, though it is very 
slim and unusually heavy for a l 00-watter 
(that's the eight-ohm rating, it delivers 200 
watts into four ohms).

It is supported at an appropriate angle 
by two shock-absorbing feet and a single 
centrally mounted solid cone. At the sides, 
it is propped up by two strikingly shaped 
diecast aluminium feet. The design of the 

"...the amplifier looks conventional, with 
inputs for four line-level items, a tape circuit 
and a single-balanced mode, XLR-based input.
amplifier is clearly intended to ensure 
good convection cooling

Gryphon describes the Atilla amplifier 
as minimalist and again we think it has 
overstated the case, though it is a reasonably 
simple amplifier is some ways. There's no 
phono input for example, although an all 
singing MM/MC input is available as an 
optional extra. And there are no tone controls 
or filters.

From the back the amplifier looks reasonably 
conventional, with inputs for four line-level 
items, a tape circuit and a single-balanced 
mode, XLR-based input. But some of the 
design is clearly minimalist in intent. When 
under power, the front panel shows the volume 
level and input status.

The amplifier is configured internally as a 
dual mono amplifier, based around two high- 

current independent transformers from the 
prestigious Holmgren stable. The independence 
of the two channels internally is intended to 
minimise crosstalk and the product information 
supplied, makes the claim that the Atilla is a 
no feedback amplifier, though the usual point 
should be made that there is almost no such 
thing as a true feedback-free amplifier. That 
form of words usually serves to describe an 
amplifier with no global, overall feedback, 
even where local feedback around individual 
gain stages is used.

The Atilla was designed lock, stock and barrel 
in its Danish home and it has many powerful 

qualities. The operating firmware is upgradable, 
as and when the manufacturer gets around 
to adding new features, but the feature set 
already includes a programmable start-up 
volume level and a maximum level.

The amplifier can also be configured 
to provide a fixed-level output, bypassing 
the volume control, so that this function 
is supplied externally Tins is for those 
who have a multichannel amplifier or 
processor and are are not willing to accept 
the usual compromises.

We recently heard some of Gryphon's 
equipment on a visit to The Audio Salon in 
Glasgow and were surprised by how musical 
this relatively unfamiliar brand proved to be 
- not as individual products, which there 
wasn't the time to explore, but as complete 
working systems. □
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Guildford Audio delivers a 
specialist bespoke Hi-Fi Service 

because each client is individual and 
their needs different.

Whether you are spending a few 
hundred pounds or thousands, 

Guildford Audio understands 
that you expect the best performance 
and value for your money and that's 

exactly what we guarantee.

For a very different approach to 
reproducing the finest music in your 

home, give me a call today on: 
01483 537 577.
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Gryphon Atilla integrated amplifier [ Review ]

Cl In the context of a review like this, which involves a single component mixed and matched with 'foreign' equipment we had to hand, there was no opportunity to explore this element of Atilla's makeup, though at the time, we were surprised and impressed by what we heard as a very strong impression of system synergy.I n fact, we were able to test the Atilla with another Gryphon component, namely the Mikado CD player, but this is a much more costly product, almost twice as expensive as the Atilla and not really intended as a costeffective partner for this amplifier. However a lower cost CD player is apparently in the works, so there may be an opportunity to try out this entry-level Gryphon pairing at some point in the future.So for test purposes, the Atilla was used with the Mikado and also with some other players, including an EMM Labs XDS 1 SACD player
MAKING IT WORK

Easily the most striking part of the 
design is the least expected, namely the 
remote control. It is a compact, moulded 
plastic object with a four-way rocker 
switch, with a central select button for 
input and volume settings and seven 
separate selector buttons, for mute, 
monitor selection, five levels of display 
brightness and some other housekeeping 
functions. But it is a better handset than 
the rather prosaic description implies: 
it is beautifully made and the unit is 
anatomically designed to nestle snugly 
in the palm of the hand.

OUTPUT STAGE AND 
kVOLUME CONTROL

One unusual feature of the amplifier is 
that there is no output inductor, which 
is normally included as part of a Zobel 
network for stability, though some 
amplifiers (eg Naim) have traditionally 
relied on the residual inductance of 
the speaker cable, which is deliberately 
specified for this purpose. The Atilla 
can be made unstable if it is wired with 
certain test set-ups, but Gryphon issue a 
clear warning on this and how to avoid 
it. In fact, it appears that the omission of 
the output inductor is for sound quality- 
related reasons.

The Atilla's volume control is also 
noteworthy. It is built around a 50- 
step attenuator, free of the usual 
microprocessor and there is no opamp 
either. According to the maker, only two 
resistors are in-series with the audio 
signal at any time. The designer's claim 
is that it is an unusually transparent 
volume control - which is implied by 
the transparency of the amplifier 
as a whole.

50-step relay Dual-mono
volume attenuator Holmgren transformer

Bi-polarSanken 
output transistors

Direct to PCB 
connectors I-

NeutrikXLR 
input

Non-magnetic chassis parts

60.000pF low ESR caps per channel

Touch panel

(see review in HFC 327). We also had access to a Denon DCD-SA 1 SACD player and various speakers, though much of the work involved Mordant-Short's Performance 6LE. The amplifier and speakers give every indication of being a completely natural match, they speak with one voice and ditto the Mikado CD player when used with the Atilla, notwithstanding the large price disparity.
SOUND QUALITYThere was no suggestion that the other disc players were in any way lacking in system synergy when used with the Atilla, at least not directly, but nevertheless, we can only report that there is something not quite convincing about the combination, which didn't quite live up to what we had experienced back in Glasgow on three different systems.I f we were asked to name the factor responsible, it would be difficult to put a finger on what it is, but somehow the two Gryphon components do have a remarkable similarity in their responses to musical stimulae, which the Atilla doesn't quite live up to when the Denon DSD-A 1 and (particularly) the EMM Labs player are used as signal sources, even though the disc players, the EMM Labs especially, clearly outperforms the Mikado in most respects when used in their best case form, as SACD players. The Atilla has a distinctive quality of its own, but in the context of this test we were unable to completely nail down its character. The evident synergy of the two Gryphon components tends to reinforce this suggestion.This is nevertheless, a first-rate amplifier. Without suggesting it is as muscular as some similarly rated amplifiers, it has more than 

enough grunt and authority to cope with just about anything during the test period. But the Atilla is far from being defined by its power output. It just doesn't lay it on with a trowel. 11 also has lightning reflexes plus a treble, which is not quite silky in the valve amplifier sense, but is clearly articulated and very finely detailed. It makes the amplifier very comfortable to listen to, even for extended periods.The Atilla is a very special amplifier, that works well with a wide gamut of recordings, and which preserves what is so special about particular recordings. It does have voicing, which is slightly unusual and suggests that care should be taken when choosing a partnering source component. This makes the Atilla harder than usual to sum up, but at the end we're convinced this is one of the very finest integrated amplifiers available. HFC
Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND
*****
FEATURES 

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE 

***

a pro
Delicate, articulate and 
refined-sounding amplifier 
with distinctive voicing. It's 
also very comfortable to 
listen to over a long period 
of time.

□ CON
Some issues arose over 
system synergy, while 
the matching Gryphon 
CD player may well be its 
best partner.

CONCLUSION
At its best, when used with a sympathetically chosen partner, 
the Atilla has an unusual poise and gxceptiona! subtlety and 
definition. It has more than enough power and grunt to cope 
with just about anything musical.

HHICHOICE**^
OVERALL SCORE
kSearch for the best price at www.techradar.cotn/reviews
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Tannoy DCBT loudspeaker [Review]

Middleman
The middle model in Tannoy's three-strong Definition range still packs plenty of punch

PRODUCTTannoy DC8TTYPE Floorstanding loudspeakerPRICE £4,000 per pairKEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 27x103x26cmO Weight: 21 kg O Drivers: Dual Concentric 200mm bass/mid/treble, 200mm bass-only driverO Deep cryogenic treated crossover componentsCONTACT e 01236 420199 ® www.tannoy.com

T
annoy is ttre grand old man off British hi-fi (and professional audio)Ioudspeakers, which is why tine company has changed hands several times. While it'is now pari off Danish professional digital audio specialistTC Group, it has kept i-:s own ¡(dentitty both in terms of key design personnel and the company's unique projtrieS:ary Dual Concentric drive unit that has been a foundation stone for its products since tine 1940s.For severaI years after the 2002 TCG merger Tannoy's attentions seemed primarily focused on tine professional market. However, its interest in tine hi-fi sector seems to ha\/e been re\/i\/ed in tine last couftle of years, witin tine i-ttroductiion of three separate model ranges - tine ^e\/olutions, tine Revolution Signalures, and more recently, tine much larger and more upmarkes Definition series.This DG8T is tine middle model in tine three- strong Definition range, which have veiy littie in common witin tine models of tine same name that were marketed in the mid-1990s. It is essentially a cross beSween the other two, usmg tine driver stze of the standmount DC8 witzinin a floorstanding t\wo-an(d-a-lnalff--way configuration like the DClOT.At £4,000 per pair, this is a decidedly costiy Ioudspeaker, but it's also very substantial and beautzifulli< builti. As the name implies, 'IDG' refers to tine Dual Concentric drive unit which covers the whole audio range, autgimented by a similar stze bass-oniy driver. The '8' refers to tine stze (in inches) off both drive units, while T is forTower, an Americanism for floorstander.Each 200mm di'it/e unit has a 145mm doped paper cone. The Dual Concentric driver com bines tine bass/mid cone witin a 25mm horn-loaded tweeter that fit-es through the centre of tine cone, so iii's effectively a two-way fuli-range drive unit. A bass-only drive unit of similar stze and construction sitzs below the DC unit, to ensure plent:\y of low frequency output. Whereas tine DClOT drivers had surrounds 

made from heavily doped fabric, the smaller units used in this DC8T use more convenizionaI rubber surrounds.Unlitke tine more costiy Dimenston series;, the Definitions have no separate 'supertweeteri, because tine 25-micron titanium dome tiweetefi diaphragm used in this latzesti DC driver has a frequency response that extends to 35kHz. The tweeter horn is tine latzesti verston o-- Tannoy's 'tulip waveguide' and, ¡n-:iden-zally, keefts tine very delicate diaphragm well away from prying fingers.The crossover nelwork components have received deep-cryogenic treatment, which cools 
"...a speaker that lacks some openness and 
delicacy, but nonetheless delivers music 
with a fine measure of authority and drive... ”
them stowly to around -190 degrees Centigrade, tinen restores them equally slowly to room temperature. This process is believed to relieve stresses created during manufacturing processes to create more consistent physica I structures at a microscopic level.Inter'nal wiring is silver-plated, high-purity copper. Twin terminal pairs are fitzted for bitwirinig or bi-amping, and a fifth terminal optionaliy aliows tine driver chassis to be earthed to tine amplifier, reducmg RF interference and enhancmg dynamic range.Tie beautifuI endosure is very elegantiy shaped, witzin crisp, clean contemporary lines. Tie sriver trim around eacli driver and near tine base dramaticaliy contrasts with tine high-gloss black finish of- our sampies. Dark waInuti and cherry veneer ^aga in high-gloss finished) a re a Iso avaita ble. Tie stdes are strongly curved towards a much narrower back, so that rejections and internaI horizontal standing waves should be well dispersed. A sHver- tritmimed port in tine rear refiex-loads tine endosure. Tie gride is held in place by magnets concealed beneath the front panel suri'ace, which are ¡nvisiltle if tine griHe is not used (the preferred option, due to itzs rather hefty frame).Under the pretty surfaces, the carcass is constructed from high-quality plywood, made from dense birch grown in cold regions of the worid. Tie bracmg incorporatesTannoy's Differential Material Technology (DMT 

techniques to couple tine driver/enciosure interface rigidly with appropriate self-damping.A mapr criticism, however, concerns the fioor-coupling arrangements. Floorstanders often show marginaI phystcaI stzalbililly, especially examples like these with tapering narrow backs. This is usualiy best countered by fitting an overstze plinth, or alternatively some form of outrigger arrangement to increase the staIbiUty footprint. Tie DC8T does have a plinth, but paradoxicaliy it's under-sized, and actua liy reduces tine footprinti. As a resit It, tine phystcal s-:alb¡li-zy of-tinis speaker is se\/ei'ely compromised and we very much doubt if it □
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BRENNANJB7
What's the point 
owning CDs you 
don't Play?
What's the point in owning hundreds of CDs > : u 
thousands of pounds if you never listen to them? 
The problem with CDs is that it's quicker to make a 
cup of coffee than dip into a CD. Try timing how 
long it takes to pick a CD, load it in the CD player, 
play a snippet from a track or two, eject it and put it 
back where it came from. Then there is the problem 
of finding music. The print on a CD spine is tiny. 
What if the track is on a compilation CD? What if 
the CD is in the car? Then there is tbe clutter. You 
need to keep your CDs near the player or you wont 
play them. So you are forced to share your living 
space with hundreds of cheap plastic boxes. 
CDs are great but they are also inconvenient, 
inaccessible and a bit of a chore - !hats why Manin 
Brennan designed the Brennan JB7.

Good news for 
CD owners
British company re-invents 
the HiFi
"Mr Brennan you are a genius. The JB7 is truly a 

wundcrtyi thing. I have onlv owned mine for twoo 

days but already itfeels like an old friend. I admire 

its simplicity ofoperation, its range offunctions, its 
imobirusive size, and the quality of sound simply 

delights me. Its all I could wish for. Thank you. 

Kind Regards "

When Manin Brennan designed the Brennan JB7 he 
threw out the rule book.
The Brennan is a CD player with a hard disk that 
stores up to 5,000 CDs. It saves space and cluner and 
delivers near immediate access to an entire music 
collection. Customers rediscoverfall in love with their 
music again simply because the Brennan makes it so 
accessible.
The Brennan also records from vinyl and cassette so 
you can enjoy your entire music collection but keep it 
out of the way in another room or retire it to the attic. 
You can use the JB7 in two ways. You can use it with 

loudspeakers or you can play it through your existing 
HiFi. The Brennan gives names to tracks and albums 
from a database of2.6 million CDs as you load each 
CD. lt takes a few minutes to load a CD.
The Brennan has a unique text search facility that 
shows a reducing number of matches as you press 
successive Jeners on the remote control. Once you 
get the hang of it you can find one track or album out 
of your entire music collection in a few seconds. So 
to find "Nessun Dom1a" you would press letters 
"NES" or "DOR" and scroll through tbe shonlist of 
matches.

The face behind Brennan

Martin is a physicist and 
computer engineer. He has 
around twenty silicon chips 
to his name, written over a 
million lines of computer 
code and co-designed the 
world's first 64 bit games 
computer.
"I always liked the promise of 
CDs. It wasn't so much the 
quality but the quick access to 
a given track. After vinyl and 
cassette that was a real plus. 
My first CD player was a five 
CD multi changer. My second 
was a ten CD changer for the 
car. I liked the idea of quick 
access to more than one CD 
and music that didn't repeat 
after 40 minutes. These 
players were fine but a bit 
clunky - there were several 
seconds of silence between 
CDs and in the car I could 

never find the right CD.
A few years ago I had a go at 
loading my cassette collection 
onto a PC. Cassette were 
obsolete but [ owned around 
I 00 and the music on them 
reflected an important period in 
my life. I recorded all of the 
cassettes on to the PC over a 
period of several weeks. 
The thing is I never listened to 
the music on the PC. Somehow 
using the computer to listen to 
music never worked out. 
Maybe the computer was in the 
wrong place but I think it 
Jacked the immediacy of a 
physical play button. In the end 
the computer got a virus and 
the music files were lost - I still 
had the cassettes thankfolly. 
The JB7 is really my personal 
ideal music player".

Key Points
Three sizes - up to 5000 
CDs
• One button plays the entire 
collection at random • Text 
search finds tracks/ albums/ 
artists in seconds • Browse
albums by spinning the 
volume knob • Display tracks 

by name as they play • Load

To get the whole story and order visit ^^w.breanan.co.uk

CDs in about four minutes • 

2.6 million album database - 
updated monthly • Seven 

rainbow colour coded 
play I ists •IBO x 32 soft 
scrolling vacuum fluorescent 
display • Segue function 

blends one track into the 
next • One touch record 

from vinyl, cassette or radio 
• Loads and plays MP3 from 

USB • Remote control or 
front panel • Volume knob 
pushes to use as a selector • 

Delete tracks you don't like 
• Clock with alarm • 60 Watt 

power amplifier • 4.8 x 16 x 
22 cm steel and aluminium 
construction • Small and 
tough enough if you are on 

the move • Used by 
restaurants, hotels, pubs,

dentists, schools • Sold to 

more than 30 Countries 
• Backup music to external 
USB hard disk for safe 
keepings "Superb" - 
Gramophone • "Best Buy" - 
HiFi Choice • "Huge fun to 
use ...a great talking point" - 
Daily Mail • Choice of 
colours Navy Blue or Gun 

Metal • Optional matching 
loudspeakers • Prices from 

£329

"Huge fun to 
use... a great 

talking point"
Daily Mail

w.breanan.co.uk


Tannoy DCBT loudspeaker [Review]

□ would meet the approval of the EC's Health 
and Safety legislature.

SOUND QUALITY
It comes as no surprise to find that the DCBT 
represents something of a cross between the 
DCB and the DClOT. The question that needs 
to be asked, and answered, is whether or not 
the Goldilocks syndrome applies. Does the BT 
manage to combine the best features of both 
its range-mates, as one might hope, or does it 
turn out to be something quite different7

There are certainly similarities between the 
DCB and the DCBT, as the in-room 
measurements reveal, though there are 
differences too. Obviously, this floorstander's 
extra bass driver adds considerably to the low 
frequency output - if anything a little too 
much perhaps, especially 40-60Hz, as it also 
has a rather dramatic effect upon the load 
presented to the amplifier. The claim for 89dB 
sensitivity is more than comfortably met, 
though not that for an eight ohm load: below 
SOOHz the impedance is mostly under six 
ohms and one of our pair registered a three 
ohm minimum at 35Hz. Furthermore, weak 
pair matching below 60Hz indicates 
inconsistent damping.

Although there's clearly close correspondence 
between the '8 and the 'BT through the 
midrange and treble, our measurements did 
show minor but significant differences, which 
had equally important implications for the 
sound quality.

It is normal practice in loudspeaker design to 
balance the relative weights of bass and treble

DUAL CONCENTRIC

Tannoy's Dual Concentric loudspeaker 
drive unit is one of very few hi-ft 
components that can truly be called 
revolutionary. It cleverly consists of a 
bass/ mid drive unit, in which a horn- 
loaded tweeter is mounted onto the back 
of the main driver motor in such a way as 
to fire its output through the middle of 
the main driver's voice coil, using a tulip 
waveguide as well as the main cone as 
part of the horn flare.

This inevitably adds to the constructional 
complexities, but it does create a 'point 
source' for the complete audio band 
with completely symmetrical off-axis 
behaviour. It therefore eliminates 
the crossover region phasiness that 
inevitably results from trying to 
integrate two separate-spaced sources.

Tannoy's first Dual Concentrics were 
large devices used for high-quality PAs, 
but they quickly found themselves used 
as studio monitors and in upmarket hi-ft 
systems. Today they are found in a range 
of different sizes, right down to small 
AV 'satellites'.

Detai

High-gloss 
finish I—

Bass-only 
200mm driver r—

Dual Concentric 
200mm bass/mid/ 
treble driver

Chrome trim f—

Five terminals 
include earth pole

Strongly curved
------------ 1 sides

either side of the midband, yet despite its 
considerably greater bass output, it's curious to 
notice that the DCBT's sensitivity is actually 
rated IdB less than the DC8 and careful 
comparison of our in-room far-field traces does 
indeed show that this DCBT has l-2dB less 
output than the DCB above l kHz. Which in 
turn, neatly explains why this speaker has an 
overall tonal balance that's just a little too laid 
back and dull.

The combination of a somewhat heavy - 
albeit agile and lively - bass and some lack 
of output in the presence zone does tend to 
dominate the subjective character of this 
speaker. Another key factor concerns the horn- 
loaded tweeter, which by design restricts its 
dispersion to a 90 degree cone. This reduces 
the amount of room-reflected treble compared 
with the conventional direct-radiating flat
baffle speakers, which results in a tighter 
and more precisely focused stereo image 
at the expense of creating 'in the room' 
airiness. This keeps the soundstage securely 
anchored to the speakers themselves and the 
space in between.

The consequence of both these factors is a 
speaker that lacks some openness and 
delicacy, but nonetheless delivers music with a 
fine measure of authority and drive and which 
can be driven hard to high sound levels 
without a hint of complaint. Furthermore, 
those larger than average 200mm main drivers 

deliver an obvious bonus in generating rather 
greater dynamic grip and tension than is 
normally encountered in more conventional 
domestic speakers.

In the final analysis, the DC8T does represent 
something of a cross between the DC8 and the 
DC lOT, but under our room and system 
conditions it sounded a little heavy and shut
in compared to the smaller model. And while it 
may have less coloration than the DClOT, it 
also lacks much of the sheer drama and 
excitement of the larger model. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT
SOUND 

****
EASE OF DRIVE

**** _
BUILD
*****

VALUE

****

□ PRO
Attractive presentation with 
high-gloss enclosure finish 
and silver trim. Sound quality 
has fine point source 
coherence, impressive stereo 
image focus, and some 
dynamic tension.

□ CON
Physical stability is very 
marginal and speaker is too 
easily knocked over. Sound 
lacks openness and airiness.

CONCLUSION .
Poor floor-coupling arrangements rather let down an 
otherwise very attractive design. The sound has more than 
ample bass, some dynamic grvp. plenty of loudness capability 
and superior stereo image focus.

HI-FICHOICE*****
OVERALL SCORE

v Search for the best price at www.techradar.com/reviews
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www.onkyo.co.uk

C PlaybackO
We o II re meniber rushing out to buy our first CD. making our first mix tape or listening to our parents' old vinyls. 
Quality music evokes memories. It deserves the best 
playback through the best available technology.immerse yourself: Onkyo's C-S5VL Su per A udio CD Player combined with the A-5 VL Stereo Ampl ifier.
Even better than the first time.

ONKYO MP3 ¡¡HI RI C-S5VL | A-5VL•unx union) I
IMAGINATIVE SIGHT & SOUND

http://www.onkyo.co.uk


Goldring Legacy MC canridge [ Review]

Solid Gold-ring
Coldring's new Legacy cartridge showcases 700 years of expertise

PRODUCT Goldring Legacy 

TYPE Moving coil cartridge 

PRICE £595

CONTACT & 01279 50111 ^marmourhome couk

G
oldring's Legacy is the most ambitious 
moving coil cartridge yet produced. At 
just under £600 it doesn't seem all that 
excessive by high-end standards, but compared 

to Goldring's usual fare which doesn't break 
the £400 mark, it's quite a jump.

Unlike the company's other moving coils 
(and magnets forthat matter) which are made 
out of moulded Paean plastic with a black 
finish, the Legacy has a cast magnesium body 
chosen for its low mass, high rigidity and low 
resonance at the appropriate frequencies. The 
moving parts consist of a Vital fine line stylus 
on the end of an aluminium cantilever. It's 
suspended in a bespoke rubber compound 
that's said to ensure optimum compliance and 
the recommended 1.75 grams tracking force 
and l 6mm/N static compliance puts it in the 
moderate range that should suit a wide variety 
of tonearms.

The coils attached to the back end of the 
cantilever are hand-wound using high-purity 
copper and one has to assume that there are 
not that many windings because the output is 

a low OJmV This means that there is less 
mass to keep under control and greater 
demand placed on the phono stage which has 
a smaller than usual signal to amplify.

Set up is assisted by threaded inserts in the 
cartridge body and short bolts in the box - our 
usual bolts proving too long for the job. The 
stylus is easy to see which helps with alignment.

SOUND QUALITY
The Legacy proved quite sensitive to set up, 
especially when it comes to downforce and the 
impedance at the phono stage. Its requirement 
at that point is 100 ohms, which is pretty 

"...the Legacy has a cast magnesium body 
chosen for its low mass, high rigidity and low 
resonance at the appropriate frequencies."
much the standard for MCs, but some will 
work more effectively into higher and 
occasionally lower loads. Trying both one Kohm 
and 47k to see what it would do certainly 
makes a difference, primarily affecting the 
shape and coherence of the image. At 100 ohms 
you get a well focused centre strong image, 
increasing the load seems to broaden the 
soundstage but leaves a hole in the middle.

Downforce variations from the l.75g has a 
distinct effect, too. Reducing downforce adds a 
bit more zip and excitement to the music, but 
this is probably because the cartridge is having 
more difficulty tracking. Turn it up even 0.2 
grams and while there is a slight increase in 
bass weight, this is offset by a reduction in 
timing quality. It would seem that Goldring has 
got the specs just right for this sample, at least.

Its key skill seems to be in the timing 
department: it can really pick up a rhythm line 
and run with it thanks to impressive speed when 
it comes to defining the beginning and end of 
notes. The Keith Jarrett Trio's Yesterdays album 

really swings in its grip. There isn't quite as much 
body or power as some at the price, but there's 
no denying that it has considerable finesse.

Avan den Hull DDT II provides the contrast, 
adding considerable substance to a Rickie Lee 
Jones piece that makes the recording seem far 
richer than you get with the Goldring. That 
said, the Legacy fares well in comparison with 
CD, it adds openness in the usual vinyl fashion 
and brings out the mood of the music rather 
better, but remains tonally close to the flat line 
of the digital medium.

The Legacy is a neutral and precise cartridge 
with an eye for detail - it will always pick out 
cymbals - and some will prefer a more 
romantic sound from theirvinyl. It does, 
however, deliver a revealing clean and dynamic 
version of events and can easily combine the 
vibe with the finer points of the sound. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT
SOUND

FEATURES

***

CONCLUSION
Better suited to the smoother
sounding turntable, it can 
unearth a mountain of detail 
and present it in a 
remarkably coherent and 
entertaining fashion.

BUILD

*****
VALUE

HIFICHOICE
OVERALL SCORE
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Denon DCDW DAE CD/SACD player and PMA^2D1 DAE integrated amplifier [ Review ]

Dynamic Duo!
Introducing an amazing hi-fi double act from Denon...

PRODUCT Denon DCD-2010AE and PMA-2010AE Th

TYPE CD/SACD player and integrated amplifier

PRICE £1,700 each

KEY FEATURES (OCD-2010AE); Size (WxHxO): 43.4 
xl3.7x33.6cm O Weight: 10.Skg O Inputs: S/PDIF 
electrical digital, TOSLINK optical digital, USB digital 
(iPod cable supplied) O MP3 compatible 
O Compressed Audio Restorer (three settings) 
O (PMA-2010); Size (WxHxD): 43.4x18x43.Scm 
O Weight: 24kg O Inputs: phono MM/MC, 4 x line, 
2x tape, with monitor, power amp direct O UHC-MDS 
output stage (see main text) O 80 watts per channel 
(8 ohms), 160 watts per channel (4 ohms)

CONTACT e 02890 279830 >• wwwdenonco uk

F
or some time we've had access to 
a Denon DCD-SA l CD/SACD player, 
matching PMA-SA l integrated amplifier 
and a pair of Mordaunt-Short Performance 6LE 

speakers. They constitute a very fine and 
surprisingly unfussy high-end partnership, with 
each component working synergistically with 
the other.

The player is certainly well-equipped, but 
most people have difficulty in taking seriously 
the idea of a high-end amplifier, rated at a 
mere 50 watts per channel that isn't Class A 
and valve-powered - and preferably both. 
These models have finally been replaced by an 
even more upscale pairing, but in Japan only. 
The replacements will not be available outside 
Denon's domestic market.

Say 'hello' then to two brand new Denons: 
the DCD-2010AE CD/SACD player and the 
PMA-2010AE amplifier. They both look very 
similar to the old top of the range models and 
also boast much of the same technology, but 
with some simplifications in the cause of 
affordability. With the demise of the DCD-SA l 
and the PMA-SA l, they are in effect, Denon's 
flagship products in Europe and the US.

Many of the changes included in the DCD- 
2010 and the PMA-2010 are aimed at 
reducing microphony and electrical noise from 
internal and external sources, though the 
absence of balanced-mode operation doesn't 
help and similar thinking applies to the disc 
player. The power supply sections have also 
been redesigned, with other circuit changes 
addressing the wide-bandwidth requirements 
of SACD. Both the amplifier and the disc player 
are fitted with new, higher performance 
passive components chosen after extensive 
sound quality evaluation - the new reservoir 
capacitors are good examples. They are 

connected in pairs and then attached to 
ground via copper plates. The amplifier has 
two large-frame transformers which share, 
what Denon describes as a leakage-cancelling 
mount. These changes to the internal 
configuration help improve high-current 
capacity and grounding.

Changes to the structure of the player, which 
are echoed in the amplifier, include new 
dual-layer aluminium and steel mounting 
arrangements for the transformer and a 
triple-layer steel base for the player to further 
control microphony. Other developments 
extend to subtly altered mounting points for 

"...the 2010 pairing sounds impressively 
stable and solid and they are both capable of 
extremely fine-grain resolution."
the feet, as well as revision to the layout of 
key internal boards and other components. 
The in and output sockets used in each case 
have also been respecified and appear to be of 
higher than usual quality.

The basic signal topology of the amplifier is 
unaltered in principal from the original PMA- 
2000. This is a still a UHC-MOS amplifier. 
UHC-MOS output devices are a sophisticated 
variant on the MOSFET theme, but capable of 
higher power from a single device, using

MOSFETs or bipolar power transistors and 
without the problems inherent when using 
multi-parallel connected output devices - but 
there have been detail improvements. New 
output capacitors are purpose-designed for 
this application.

Another change is a new volume control 
based on a wider diameter 27mm shaft, for 
which better noise-rejection and finer, more 
accurate level control are claimed, as well as 
being designed to suppress external vibration 
and noise. Both Denons come with a new, 
more attractive and more sensibly laid out 
remote control, which operates both units.

The D&M group, which includes Marantz 
as well as Denon, has long been a stalwart 
supporter of the SACD format and the 
DCD-2010AE is is the latest in a succession 
of players to drive the format forward. 
Of course, Denon is not a software house 
and is only peripherally able to encourage the 
release of new material on SACD. So, until 
Blu-ray establishes itself as a high-resolution 
music carrier, which is not going to happen 
any day soon, the main interest in the Cl

lanuary 2010 Hl-fl CHOICE 45



LEEMA ACOUSTICS

Tucana II

WHATHIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2009
STEREO AMPLIFIERS

BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER fl 500+

LEEMA TUCANA II

ry—y y 
Tucana II

The Tucana was Leema Acoustics' first hi-fi electronics product. Within a 
short time it established itself as a true reference amplifier winning many 
prestigious awards. The new Tucana II extends both the performance and 
features, to set a new world-wide benchmark.

Borrowing heavily from developments pioneered in the staggering 
Leema Reference Series Altair IV amplifier, the Tucana II is an even more 
accomplished performer than its multi-award winning predecessor.
Improved dynamic range, resolution of fine detail, and remarkable clarity 
help the Tucana II present music with life-like verve into even the most 
fussy of today's audiophile speakers. This highly refined amplifier can 
deliver over fifty amps to each channel with a vice-like grip and precise 
control of the loudspeakers.

New features on the Tucana II include an MP3 input, balanced input, 
headphone output, direct input selection, adjustable input gain, and 
a balance control.

Please visit
wavw leema-acoustics. corn 
to find your nearest dealer

The Tucana II helps even the most complex music make complete sense.

Leema Acoustics: Award winning hi-fi

TTT
SOUND AND VISION
AWARDS 2007

o 
o

Visit: www.leema-acoustics.com
Phone: +44 (0)1938 811900 
Email: info@leema-acoustics.com

http://www.leema-acoustics.com
mailto:info@leema-acoustics.com


Denon DC0^2010AECD/SACDplayer and PMA^2010AEintegrated amplifier [Review]

Cl DCD-2010 for many, will be in its qualities 
as a conventional CD player.

SOUND QUALITY
CD player is a job that the Denon DCD- 
2010AE performs to a very high standard. It is 
a very transparent-sounding player, even though 
it uses PCM clockwork to unwrap DSD data - 
a trick that Esoteric performs in some of its 
players to a very high standard. The Denon is a 
powerful, muscular-sounding CD player and a 
consistent one, whose upper registers are free 
of the glare and hash that afflict lesser players.

It's a long time since we heard the 
predecessor of either of the two new Denon 
components, so no direct comparison can be 
made. But it was possible to make an 
assessment of their relationship to the much

INTERNAL CHANGES 
FOR THE DCD-201 OAV

The most important change to the CD/ 
SACD player is a new Denon designed 
so-called Advanced SVH player 
mechanism. This includes an anti
vibration, aluminium disc-loading 
drawer and a new improved top panel 
which anchors the disc clamp.

Other changes include a new Advanced 
AL32 processing circuit, which has 
improved pulse (transient) response 
and a new interpolation algorithm, 
to increase the amount of data being 
processed, which also reduces levels of 
post-hlter ringing.

Also new is the master clock from 
which all the individual system clocks 
are derived and is claimed to reduce both 
jitter and noise.

SUPPORT FOR 
COMPRESSED FORMATS

A key change introduced by the DCD- 
2010AE is an expanded remit: it plays 
more types of recorded media. iPods 
can be connected via USB or S/ PDIF 
(electrical) or TOSLINK (optical) digital 
inputs and a supplied iPod adaptor 
cable connects to the player through 
USB or S/ PDIF (coaxial) sockets. Audio 
flies can also be connected using a flash 
memory drive through the USB port and 
the player works seamlessly with signals 
from 32kHz-192kHz.

DI A conversion is performed by a 
very sophisticated counterpart in the 
Denon player rather the the original 
low-grade Apple part. The audio signal 
used for this purpose is unconverted 
PCM, though ACC/ MP3 decoding is still 
performed in the iPod. The Denon also 
has a surprisingly effective 'restorer' 
circuit for MP3 or WMA data from 
disc or USB.

Large convection 
heatsinks 1--------------------

Twin transfomers on 
leakage-cancelling mount

NewSVH 
mechanism 
with lower 
centre of gravity

Dual heavy-frame 
(digital and 
analogue) 
transformers 1--------------

Customised 
power supply 
reservoir 
capacitors

Triple-layer 
chassis reduces
vibration

—I Massive power 
supply section

more costly DCD-SA l and PMA-SA l. The PMA- 
2010 is about fifty percent more powerful than 
the senior model, but you would never guess 
this from the way it sounds, at least not with 
the Mordaunt-Short speakers, which are not 
especially current-hungry. The higher voltage 
output may well be more audible with some 
speakers, but outside the upper bass, which 
can sound a tad lean, the power advantage is 
barely apparent, though it might be with 
speakers which have a greater appetite for 
current than volts. In this respect, the 
performance of both 2010 units is quite 
close to the senior models.

Specifically, the 2010 pairing sounds 
impressively stable and solid and they are both 
capable of extremely fine-grain resolution. Our 
impression is that the SACD performance of 
the newcomer is a little leaner, but virtually as 
refined as the DCD-SA l and that this advantage 
is sustained through the reproduction chain at 
moderate volume levels.

When driven hard, the senior amplifier carves 
out a clear lead. The familiar warmth and 
euphony of the SA l player and amplifier carry 
over to the 2010, which by itself is neither a 
good nor a bad thing. But the poise and 
definition of the cheaper units is very 
impressive and we can see many users 
preferring the slightly more analytical quality 
of the newcomers, the amplifier in particular, 
which for much of the time is delivered 
without any obvious losses.

But when the amplifier is asked to deal with 
complex material at high volume levels, the old 
flagship amplifier finally comes into its own. 
It sounds a little softer in some ways, but 
paradoxically it is also better defined and its

Volume control 
with higher 
resolution 
potentiometer

clearer, slightly more clinical demeanour is 
likely to be preferred by those who have been 
critical of Denon's hi-fi components in the past.

The curiously old-fashioned quality of the 
two previous models is retained in these 
newcomers, but this is a matter of the amplifier's 
presentation, as there is little influence on the 
sound. Although the Denon pairing has its 
share of unnecessary gadgets - the amplifier's 
tone controls being an obvious example - they 
can be bypassed when not needed. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT - DCD-201 OAE

Search for the best price at www.techradar.com/reviews

SOUND
★★★★★

! CONCLUSION
Retro styling, well equipped, 
finely detailed and articulate

FEATURES
★★★★★

sound quality, excellent 
remote control. Good 
support for compressed 
audio and iPod.

BUILD
★★★★★ HI-FICHOICE

AlftRAI I CE/^RE
VALUE
★★★★

OVERALL SCORE

★★★★★

VERDICT - PMA-201 OAE
SOUND
★★★★

CONCLUSION
High-class and well-equipped 
integrated. Performance was 
muscular, refined and 
detailed on audition.
Remote control is also 
excellent addition.

FEATURES
★★★★★

BUILD
★ ★★★★ HI-FICHOICE

OVERALL SCORE
VALUE
★★★★★ ★ ★★★★
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When only the
SEVENOAKS - for the ultimate sound and vision

NEW

AWARDS 2009

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

2-way system
Spendor 18cm bass-mid driver 
29mm wide-surround tweeter
Mono-bloc crossover module
WBT terminals
Designed and manufactured in UK
Black ash, cherry, light oak, wenge

2.5-way system
Spendor 15cm bass-mid driver
Spendor 15cm bass driver 
22mm wide-surround tweeter 
WBT terminals
Designed and manufactured in UK 
Black ash, cherry, light oak, wenge

STARTS 12 DECEMBER 2009 
great savings at 

J^.SSAVOFFERS.com

The new Spendor A5 and A6 are compact high performance floor standing 
loudspeakers. Each model benefits from important advances in Spendors 
drive unit technology, cabinet design and crossover engineering.

The Spendor A5 offers exceptional performance in relation to its compact 
dimensions, while the A6 lifts performance to an even higher level with 
noticeable improvements in clarity, resolution and bass extension. Each 
model has excellent power handling and the easy-to-drive 8ohm loading 
ensures complete compatibility with a wide range of amplifiers and cables.

Engineering innovations include Spendor bass-mid drivers with ep cone 
technology, wide-surround tweeters and dynamic cabinet damping. 4th 
generation Spendor linear flow port technology gives the Spender’s an 
unrivalled ability to deliver deep articulate bass in almost any listening 
room, even if they are placed close to a wall.

With their clean modern styling and natural veneer finishes the new A5 and 
A6 will blend comfortably and confidently with almost any room décor.

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION
With 37 years'experience, nobody knows more about getting the 
most from music. Whether you're looking to upgrade an existing 
system or buy a system from scratch, you can listen in peace and 
quiet in our comfortable demonstration rooms with Sevenoaks' 
experts on hand to help you choose the components that are right 
for you.

" Some products are not available in all stores or via mail order. Please call before 
travelling or visit www.ssav.com to check. Advert valid until 06/01/2010. E&OE

NATIONWIDE STORES*

Aberdeen 01224 252797
Bedford 01234 272779
Brighton Hove 01273 733338
Bristol 0117 974 3727
Bromley 020 82901988
Cambridge 01223 304770
Chelsea 020 7352 9466
Cheltenham 01242 241171
Epsom 01372 720720
Exeter 01392 218895

Glasgow 0141 332 9655 
Guildford 01483 536666 

Holborn 020 7837 7540
Kingston 020 8547 0717
Leeds Wetherby 01937 586886
Lincoln 01522 527397
Loughton 020 8532 0770 

Maidstone 01622 686366
Manchester 0161 831 7969
Norwich 01603 767605
Nottingham 0115 911 2121
Oxford 01865 241773

Plymouth 01752 226011 

Poole 01202 671677
Reading 0118 959 7768 

Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Sheffield 0114 255 5861 
Southampton 023 8033 7770 

Swindon 01793 610992 

Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Watford 01923 213533 

Witham Essex 01376 501733 

Yeovil 01935 700078
Ireland Dublin 01 2751100

SEVENO9<S
SOUND & VISION

® WWW.SSAV.COM
the experts in home entertainment

SSAVOFFERS.com
http://www.ssav.com
http://WWW.SSAV.COM


Onkyo ND^Sl iPod dock [Review]

Dock-tered
Latest offering from Onkyo unlocks more potential from your iPod at a bargain price

PRODUCTOnkyo ND-Sl

TYPE i Pod dock

PRICE £150

CONTACT S 01628 473350 & www.onkyo.co. uk

O
nkyo is better known as one of the 
heavy hitters of the multichannel AV 
world, but the Osaka-based concern has 
a line of interesting two-channel products; 

distinctive technologies such as Class D 
amplification; and speakers that mimic the 
resonant properties of a guitar. The ND-51 
iPod dock is a new arrival to the range, 
however, and includes some distinctive 
technologies of its own.

The ND-51 is more accurately described as a 
' digital media transport' and in the manner of 
the Wadia 170i (reviewed in HFC 321) 
bypasses the digital to analogue conversion of 
the iPod and will output a digital signal to the
DAC of your choice. The Onkyo is in many 
regards an even more minimalist proposition to 
the Wadia, as it has no analogue audio out at 
all and is entirely reliant on a DAC or AV 
receiver to function. This paring back of 
features does mean that the ND-51 is less than 
half the price of the Wadia and comfortably 
the cheapest iPod transport on the market.

11 does have some interesting additional 
functionality, however, including a U5B input 
that not only allows the connected iPod to 
sync with a PC whilst in situ, but will also play 
material from the PC by converting the signal 

HI-FICHOICE 
\ magazine /

oœmv Mediaesausto», a

BEST BUY

to output over optical or coaxial. This is a boon 
for anybody wishing to incorporate a PC into a 
hi-fi system that does not have a U5B DAC. 
The unit feels well constructed and has some 
clever touches such as the dust cover for the 
iPod mounting and a remote link that allows it 
to be controlled by other Onkyo products.

SOUND QUALITY
The ND-51 was tested with a latest generation 
iPod classic and an iPhone into the digital 
inputs of a Cambridge Audio 840C and an 
Audio Note DAC Zero. With a variety of 
material ripped to MC lossless, the ND-51 

"The ND-S1 is capable of replaying the 
Spotify application on an iPhone and 
accessing a vast collection of music online."
gave a thoroughly convincing demonstration of 
the potential of the iPod as a digital transport.

Flicking between the CD in the transport of 
the 840C and the digital input, where the 
ND-51 was plugged in, revealed no real 
difference in presentation between the two, 
while listening to the excellent, self-titled One 
eskimO album. The ND-51 reproduced the 
album with the same gorgeous sense of space 
and realism as the CD had and there was no 
sense of a softening of the bass, or lack of 
detail that can occur with analogue output 
docks even replaying MC lossless.

Essentially, the ND-51 only has the sonic 
properties of the DAC it is connected to - 
be that the calm detailed sonics of the 840C 
or the more soulful, if less accurate warmth 
of the Audio Note. Equally impressive was 
the performance of the ND-51 with more 
compressed material. MP3s at 320K and MC 
tracks were still an entertaining listen and 
even smaller files were not rendered 
unlistenable by the Onkyo.

The ND-51 then destroys any equivalent CD 
player in terms of convenience - the iPod 
classic will hold roughly 170 lossless albums, 
which can be browsed at leisure via the Onkyo 

remote (and any additional albums in iTunes 
could be replayed via U5B) and, of course, 
you can then pop a pair of earphones into 
the iPod and keep listening on the move. 
The ND-51 also demonstrated an unusual 
feature in which it is capable of replaying the 
5potify application on an iPhone and therefore 
accessing a vast collection of music held 
online. The limited bit-rate is clearly apparent, 
but the ND-51 demonstrates the principle of a 
music on-demand server admirably

That this functionality is not achieved at the 
cost of sound quality and is available for £150 
is all the more impressive. This then, is a 
brilliantly thought-out and well-executed 
product that should appeal to many listeners, 
both as an addition to an existing digital 
setup, or for the bold, a complete replacement 
for a CD transport. HFC

Ed Selley

VERDICT
SOUND
★ ★★★★

FEATURES

****
BUILD

****
VALUE
★★★★★

CONCLUSION
Demonstrates the genuine 
audiophile potential of the 
iPod at a very reasonable 
price. Highly recommended 
and with amazing potential 
at a cost-effective price.

HI-HCHOICE
OVERALL SCORE

Search for the best price at www.techradar.com/reviews
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Nairn Audio DAC [Review]

The First Naim DAC
Nairn takes the jitter out of 5/PDIF connections

PRODUCT Nairn Audio DAC

TYPE DAC

PRICE £1,950

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43.2x7x30cm

O Weight: 5.6kg O Inputs: (4x S/PDIF coaxial, 4x 

TOSlink, 2x USB) O Digital filter SHARC OSP running 

custom code O Maximum sampling rate/resolution: 

326it/768kHz O iPod connectivity using digital 

output of iPod or iPhone

CONTACT @ 01722 426600 7 ^wwnaim -audio, corn

S
ome 20 years after the first stand-alone 
DAC - the Arcam Black Box - appeared, 
Nairn Audio has finally joined other 
manufacturers at the party. For years, the 

company ignored external DACs completely, 
but with today's proliferation of digital media 
and music that does not come stored on silver 
discs, it is no longer an option. The DAC is fast 
becoming a must-have component in any 
contemporary hi-fi system.

The price of the Nairn DAC pitches it well 
above budget favourites such as the Cambridge 
Audio DacMagic, but comfortably below the 
high-end Chord Indigo DAC/preamp. So, in 
price terms, it sits in the middle ground, along 
with the likes of the Bryston BDA-1. But where 
does it stand in terms of performance7

The Nairn DAC's biggest claim to fame is 
that it promises to deliver zero jitter through its 
S/PDIF inputs. Let us, however, just clarify that 
for the sake of any pedants: Nairn says that the 
DAC adds no jitter to the signal coming 
through those inputs. Any jitter that was 
present in the original production of the music 
- and there is nearly always some - will still be 
there so Nairn cannot truthfully describe the 
DAC as zero Jitter. No DAC can deliver thati

This zero-added-jitter is achieved by passing 
the incoming signal to, what Nairn describes as 
a rotating data RAM buffer, independent of its 
timing information. The signal data is 
subsequently read out of the buffer having 
been re-clocked by one of ten ultra-low noise, 
fixed frequency oscillators selected to match 

best the average incoming clock frequency and 
then send it through a SHARC DSP digital 
filter, running Nairn-written code, which over
samples - or up-samples - the data (16-times 
on a 44.l kHz sampled signal.) This ensures that 
the signal entering the dual mono, 24-bit, 
Burr-Brown PCM1704K DAC chips - as used in 
Naim's top-of-the-range CD555 CD player - 
is completely isolated from any incoming 
S/PDIF jitter.

As usual with any Nairn design, great - some 
might say obsessive - attention has been 
focused on the power supply arrangements 
and upon keeping mechanical interference at 
bay. At several points in the design these 

"We tested the DAC within the context of a 
Naim system, but it can easily be used in 
any other manufacturer's setups.”

considerations meet. The main power supply 
capacitors, for example, are removed to their 
own separate circuit board because they can 
vibrate when charging up - a mechanical 
disturbance can cause problems if it reaches 
other components.

We tested the DAC within the context of a 
Nairn system, but it is important to note that 
it can just as easily be used in any other 
manufacturer's set-ups. Make sure, however, 
that you feed it with the best sources, if you 
want to exploit its full potential. For example, 
we used it with an iPod Touch and the 
performance was exceptionally good for an 
iPod. That said, making a purse out of a saw's 
ear is beyond any DAC we have yet 
encountered, the Nairn included. And that's 
not being rude about the iPod, the 
performance of which was very credible, but 
nonetheless wanting in comparison to genuine 
high-end sources. We found it simply lacked 
the dynamic edge required to elevate it above 
the status of hotel lobby music.

The Nairn DAC comes with eight S/PDIF 
inputs through BNC, RCA and TOSlink 
connections, has two USB ports and can 
process hi-resolution audio data files up to 
32-biV768kHz (although these will need to 
be on top-notch USB sticks) . The S/PDIF 
inputs are all isolating and work up to 
24-bit/192kHz. The DAC is also, naturally, 
power-supply upgradeable. To augment the 
integral supply of the DAC, we took advantage 
of this by using the XPS that formerly powered 
the analogue stages of an HDX hard-disk 
player. This provides a worthwhile lift to its 
already dramatically impressive performance, 
and is well worth doing if you find yourself 

with an otherwise redundant XPS... or you have 
£2,850 burning a hole in your pocket with 
which to buy one.

SOUND QUALITY

All of Naim's fanatical attention to detail pays 
dividends here: that much is obvious from the 
moment the DAC starts doing its job. Its 
performance is clearly in another league to 
anything we've heard before. Music emerges 
with startling clarity and amazing levels of 
detail, while timing is absolutely on the 
button. In fact, you had better prepare yourself 
for a real surprise if you do not associate stereo 
niceties with Nairn, because the DAC does 
sound-staging, timbre, spaciousness and all 
that high-end audiophile stuff as well.

Given suitable material and an appropriate 
source - in this instance an HDX hard-disk 
player - its performance can be breathtaking: 
listening to experimental-metal tracks from the 
System of a Down album, Mezmerize, we 
notice that the DAC not only renders the Cl
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PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
Following the astonishing success of our 1000 and 1000i ranges, we 

again challenged the world's most renowned loudspeaker engineers to 

design new models that deliver both unrivalled sonic performance and 

breathtaking value for money. In other words, the very best affordable 

loudspeakers ever produced.

Oh, and we demanded the new speakers be very stylish as well. 

With the all new Q Acoustics '2000 Series' our designers have 
surpassed themselves.

Already 'What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision' magazine has bestowed its 

prestigious 'Product of the Year' award on the 2000 series 5.1 

loudspeaker package and also anointed the compact bookshelf 

2010 model 'Best Stereo Speakers up to £150'.

"head and shoulders above 
the competition."

WHAT HI Fl? 
★ ★★★★ 

What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision 
November 2009

AWARDS 2009AWARDS 2009
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

SPEAKER PACKAGES STEREO SPEAKERS

Q ACOUSTICS 2000 
CINEMA PACK

BEST STEREO SPEAKERS UP TO £150
Q ACOUSTICS 2010

For further information or to find your nearest dealer visit

www.Qacoustics.co.uk or call us on 01279 501111

Armour Home, Stortford Hall Industrial Park, Dunmow Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts, CM23 5GZwww.armourhome.co.uk info@armourhome.co.uk

armourHOME

http://www.Qacoustics.co.uk
5GZwww.armourhome.co.uk
mailto:info@armourhome.co.uk


Naim Audio DAC [Review]
□ vocals with pristine clarity and intelligibility, 
but also presents Daron Malakian's guitar as 
producing clearly individual notes rather than 
the frenzied blur that other systems often 
deliver when he plays at full speed. The music's 
timing - and the band delights in playing 
about with rhythm and tempo - is portrayed 
forcefully and precisely, but there's also a great 
naturalness and feeling evident that counters 
any notions of metronomic sterility.

Of course, this DAC would not be worthy of 
carrying the Nairn logo if it could not connect 
the listener with the emotional aspects of a 
performance. It does not disappoint in this 
respect... and we suspect that much of its 
communicative ability comes courtesy of its 
extreme clarity and resolution. We listened to 
AC/DC's Rock & Roll Ain't Noise Pollution and 
the way that the band's timing and interplay

SHARC BYTES

The Naim OAC uses the Analog Devices 
SHARC OSP for its digital filter and 
this feeds an accurately reclocked, 
oversampled - or integer up-sampled 
- data stream to two mono, true 
multi-bit Burr-Brown PCM1704K OAC 
chips. The SHARC processor runs Naim 
software, which engineers whittled 
down to just five lines of code. The 
advanced processor uses 40-bit floating 
point computation and this results in 
arithmetic noise at about -156dB, which 
is well below the noise floor of the OAC 
chips. At a more mundane level, the 
SHARC OSP also monitors the rate at 
which the 'rotating' RAM buffer is either 
filling or emptying and selects a clock 
signal of the appropriate frequency to 
prevent under- or over-runs of data.

MacVERSATI LITY

As well as wanting to produce a OAC 
with high-end performance to satisfy 
audiophiles with high-end CO and 
hard-disk players, Naim recognised an 
opportunity with this component to 
broaden its audience to include many 
who own and use lower-fl equipment. 
but who might appreciate better sound 
quality. Many people use MacBooks 
and Mac Minis as their music stores 
and these are best connected through 
the optical S/ POIF input, as there is no 
Firewire connection. Owners of iPods and 
iPhone users are also well catered for, as 
are PC users using, say, the £59 (approx) 
M-Audio Transit external USB sound card. 
Both camps - PC and Mac - can use USB 
sticks, of course, and these provide the 
way to play ultra-hi-res flies through the 
OAC: its USB input will accept 32-bit WAV 
flies with sample rates up to 768kHz.

Detail

High-current power supply
with isolated analogue
clock and DSP sections I—।

High-speed 6th order 
analogue filters

Ultra low jitter sine
wave oscillator ।

--------1 Filter DSP

Input DSP

came across was sublime. Drums and bass are 
clearly differentiated and provide a thrilling 
sense of the track's changing impetus even 
when listening at wholly inappropriate levels, 
ie far too gently. At a more respectable volume 
setting, the sound of air moving when the kick 
drum is pedalled has timbre, definition and 
credulity that brought a smile to our faces. 
The drum is tight and crisp even though it's 
playing at chest-pummelling, dance-floor 
levels. How admirable 1

Moving to the classical end of the spectrum 
gives the DAC a chance to demonstrate its 
high-end stereo capabilities. Its success here 
seems attributable predominantly to its 
dynamic control, which enables it to portray 
instruments with stunning fidelity. A gently 
blown flute, for example, sounds 
simultaneously delicate, yet has sufficient 
substance to appear wholly believable. 
Vigorously beaten timpani explode from the 
rear of the soundstage, yet retain their subtle 
harmonic overtones, which reinforces the 
credibility of their presentation. What is more, 
these instruments emerge from a fastidiously 
sculpted, three-dimensional, richly detailed 
acoustic space, which, when there is no signal, 
can be eerily silent. This assumes, of course, 
that the recording is free from noise.

No matter what genre of music you play, 
though, you will quickly discover that the Nairn 
DAC presents the frequency extremes quite 
unlike any other component you might have 
heard. The bass has weight, speed and 
authority quite beyond comparison in our

------- I Oversized toroidal 
transformer

experience. Low frequencies exhibit exceptional 
power, extension and control, along with an 
analogue-like warmth and substantial feel 
that even vinyl cannot match. In truth, even 
the finest vinyl replay would struggle to hold a 
candle to that of the DAC at low frequencies. 
Similarly, at the top end, the DAC is vibrant 
and revealing, but it never sounds brittle or 
harsh and its midband is as open as one could 
wish to hear.

Put aside your feelings and preconceptions 
about 'the Nairn sound'.Should you be looking 
for a versatile DAC you are doing yourself no 
favours if you do not, at the very least, audition 
this extraordinarily capable machine. HFC 

Mo/calm Steward

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

□ PRO
It manages to sound 
meticulously detailed without 
detracting from the cogency 
and flow of the music. Its 
performance in the bass is 
simply breath-taking.

□ CON
Even being churlish, it is hard 
to find fault with this DAC, 
other than to say that it does 
not tolerate poor sources - 
which is hardly a fault.

CONCLUSION
The Nairn DAC offers exemplary levels of performance in terms 
of both its hi-fi presentation and its mu5ical fluency from a 
wide range of sources thanks to its sensitive use of highly 
advanced - and frequently proprietary - technology.

HI-FICHOICE * * * * *
OVERALL SCORE

Search for the best price at www.techradar.com/reviews
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SALE STAffe MSomeDAY ... 
ZJST DECKER ONLINE

Ä»NS
AND SUNDAY 27TH 
DEC^ityER IN-STORE

availability. ^Some 
offers will expire 
sooner than others. 
Not in conjunction 
with any other 
offer, salepriceor 
promotion. E&EO.

FOR OUR VERY LATEST PRICES.
ASK IN-STORE OR CHECK ONÜNE 
AT WWW.SUPERFI.CO.UK

HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS
Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Apple, 
Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W, 
Chord, Creek, Denon, Epos, Grado, 
Harman Kardon, Humax, InFocus, 
JBL, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission, 

MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Project, Pure, Q Acoustics, 
OED, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Samsung, 
Sennheiser, Sonos, Sony, Soundstyle, 
Tannoy, ThemeScene, Topfield,

Wharfedale, Yamaha and many 
more top brands. Not all products 
are available from all outlets: 
please call, or check online at 
wwwsuperfi.co.uk
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Black or cherry finish

"BIG BASS AND BAGS OF DETAIL 
"A SUPERB BUDGET OPTION” 
“GWD LWKSAND BUIW" 

"STUNNING VALUE" 
WHATHl-Fli^UND & WVISION

• MultipleAward-Winner
• Choiceodfinishes-but hurSome, 

supplies are limited

• Brilliant for budget separates and mini-system upgrades
• Also work well in extensions and 2nd rooms

HI-FI SEPARATES

^Wity GENIE III

RRP£184.9S
SAVE: £15

Standard Hack fin«.

RRP:£199.95 
SAVE: £20

NADC545BEE

£274”

£599”

£169”

■ Latest incarnation 
of this brilliant 
budgetdeck

■ I ncludes fartory-ftted 
cartridge-a doddle 
to set up and use 
from the box

■ Choice offinishes

*****
APRA 2009

■ DAB, FM/AM reception 
Black or silver

"FLOURISHES WITH 
ALLSffeS"

WooTHI-FI?SOUNOND&Wit

DAB/FM7AM TUNER L'1^^
DENON TU18TODAB *****

AUGUST2007

INTERNity/DAB/FM RADIO
SPEAKER CABLE EZSj 
OED SILVER *****
AN NIVERSARY ityPURE EVOKE FLOW

RRP: £149.95 
SAVE: £30

£119”

FL^^ST^DING SityKERS 
QACOUSTCS1030"

• Beech or cherSomefinish

£Some.ffe 
oootLa

RRP: £249.95
SAVE: £100

£179”

FLæR Dlity SPEAKE
QACOUSTCS 1050Ì EPOS M5i

RRP: £369.95 
SAVE: £170

Compact 
design with 
a 
rea-cheny, 
real-wity 
veneer

DAB/FityWI-FI RADIO
REVO BUK ityDIOSTATION

GADGETS/
MULTIROOM

RRP £799.95 
itySomeffe

MMNNTZ CD6003 AND PM6003 
AND WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 10.1
■ Award-Winning 

fifteen star system!

W^rt^ity Ct^Some PM^l
(^^Wffe.I OTooot OTOTER2ot

SEPTEMBER 2009

RRP: £299.95 RRP: £349.95 
SAVE: £50

£179”

Graphite or silver
"A BRIl^ffeSome ooR 
otR LaEMONry”

WHATHI-H?
SOUNDS. VISION

"VERY REASONABLY 
PRICED"

WotTHI-FI!LaND& WON
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SEPTEMBER 2009

FIVE REASONS TO CHitySE SUPERFI

£299”

£749”

________
* e i-Ìd"

ç yç A7VI i /
^ity Someffe ..

Complete, plug-n-play 
multi-ritym solution

■ Features latestCR200 
touch handset

NETWORK MUSIC PLAYER 
LityITECH SOUEEZEBOX 
DUET - .______________

Real Hi-Fi
Quality turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate
Latest technology
Hard disk, Blu-Ray, Freesat, 
MP3, DAB, PVR and multi-room 
products-all available to 
demonstrate

Official UK models
Fully-guaranteed, genuine
UK products
0% credit available
Ask in-store for details and
a quotation

Free parking
See www.superfi.eo.uk/ 
freeparking for details

L '* Ir. ¿I Z . » J L_XZX—1
*****

HI-FI SYSTEMS
MICRO HI-FI 
DENON DM37DAB
• CD/MP3 player.

DAB/FM tuner and
amp in one

MICRO HI-FI FTTH
ARCAM SOLO MINI 
WITH WHARFEDALE tãtí

ARCAM SCIO MW JUtr20O9
DIAMOND 10.1 
SPEAKERS

STORES - EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTAUATION

Birmingham
67 Smallbrook, Queensway 
0121 631 2675 '
Derby
22 Sadler Gate
01332 360303
Leeds
105 Vicar SomeNE
0113 244 9075

Lincoln
271a High Street
01522 520265
London
2-4 Camden High St 
020 7388 1300
Manchester
54 Bridge Street
0161 8351156

Nottingham
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137
Stockport
68-70 Lower Hillgate 
0161429 9080

BUY ONLINE NOW
^^M.SUPERFl.CO.Some

http://WWW.SUPERFI.CO.UK
wwwsuperfi.co.uk
http://www.superfi.eo.uk/


YBA WD202 DAC (Review]

French fancy
French hi-fi company YBA returns to the UK with a new DAC

PRODUCT YBA WD202
TYPE DAC

PRICE £590
S ■ J Ui W Uii uu www.yba.fr

I
t's been almost a year since we last 
reviewed any YBA products in these pages 
(HFC 316 : YA201 integrated amp). The 

brand goes back a long way, though, to 1981 
when Yves-Bernard Andre set up the company 
that bears his initials. His past included work 
with some of the classics of French hi-fi, 
including Goldmund and Pierre Lurne (both 
among the most rarefied names in turntables), 
but his own company has been his main focus 
since its foundation.

The range currently includes CD players and 
amplifiers - integrated and pre/power 
separates - and has recently been extended 
to incorporate this, the first YBA DAC, as well 
as a matching receiver and CD player. Unlike 
most other YBA products, however, they are 
made in China, but are still designed at the 
French headquarters.

The design offers a tempting array of 
features. Obviously there are S/PDIF inputs on 
both coaxial and Toslink connectors, but also 
the professional-style AES-EBU on XLR and a 
USB socket for computers. Audio outputs are 
both unbalanced and balanced and a 
headphone socket on the front makes this 
potentially a one-stop-shop. Volume control is 
provided and this is separate for headphones 
and line outputs (and can be disabled entirely 
for the latter). There's even a remote control, 
something of a rarity with DACs.

Construction is to a high standard, with a 
smart and well finished solid-aluminium case. 
An array of familiar integrated circuits inside 
handles the usual functions, including 
upsampling to 192kHz, while good quality 
op-amps look after analogue output. Technical 
performance is to a high standard, with 
excellent rejection of jitter, including via USB.

SOUND QUALITY

We had some very satisfying times with this 
DAC, which seems to be an assured and 
confident all-rounder. If it has a weakness, it's 
very bright and busy music, which sounds like 

"Midrange is particularly beguiling, with 
some very nice distinction between the 
timbres of different instruments."
a close-miked orchestra or jazz with a lot of 
wind instruments. With such material the 
sound can be just a touch on the strident side 
and a little detail is sacrificed in both treble 
and midrange.

Otherwise, there's a great deal of poise and 
insight in the sound. Midrange is particularly 
beguiling, with plenty of detail but also some 
very nice distinction between the timbres of 
different instruments. This makes it 
uncommonly easy to follow what each 
instrument, or indeed voice, is doing in a 
complex piece of music and if one prefers to 
listen to the overall soundscape rather than its 
constituent parts it is perfectly possible to do so.

There's also some fine rhythmic integrity and 

drive. It would be an exaggeration to say that 
this is the most foot-tapping piece of audio kit 
we've ever encountered, but for a component 
that offers such fine melodic flow it is unusually 
persuasive in terms of timing. Playing an 
assortment of more-or-less funky tracks quickly 
convinced us that this DAC understands how 
to make a rhythm communicate.

Part of that must be due to the particularly 
tight bass, which extends well but never loses 
grip. It's also tuneful - sometimes this is less 
apparent than the grip, but it's still there and 
prevents low-lying melodies from becoming 
an indistinct dull thud. Jazz fans will 

appreciate that, as it makes the old jazz 
favourite ofthe walking bass line much easier 
to follow and we enjoyed a similar benefit 
with piano recordings, especially those of 
works that exploit the bottom register of the 
instrument. At the other extreme, the high 
treble is clear and open, though as noted 
above it closes in slightly when there's a lot 
going on. It's nothing short of gorgeous with 
subtle, small-scale recordings.

We would be unkind if we neglected the 
headphone output, which is clearly no 
afterthought: it is a very capable addition 
to the unit and gave excellent results with 
various models of cans plugged in. It has 
enough output to drive moderate-impedance 
headphones quite loud and maintains a high 
degree of control which makes for very 
satisfying listening. HFC

Richard Black

VERDICT
SOUND
****
FEARJRES
*****
BUILD
*****
VALUE
*****

CONCLUSION
A winning combination 
of tuning, bass and 
melodiousness, puts this DAC 
in a class of its own. Very 
slight treble congestion is its 
only (mild) vice.

Ht-HCHOiCE
OVERALL SCORE

Sea rch fe r the best price at www i cc h r <i cl a t c < > n i / reviews
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Micromega CD^IC CD player [Review]

Gallic flair
Reinvented for the naughties, Micromega is back once more...

PRODUCT Micromega CD-10

TYPE CD player

PRICE E799

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43x 7x2Scm
O Weight: 4.6kg O Analogue Devices DIA converter 
AD1853 using internal digital filter and Bx 
oversampling O Electrical digital output (switchable) 
0 CD Text

Q 020 8971 3909 

w www micromega -hifi corn

T
he real surprise here is the fact that the 
CD-10 exists at all. Micromega has had 
a fine reputation, in particular for its 
range of CD players. Since its first outing in 

the late 1980s, the range has included what 
is claimed to be the first top-loading CD 
player, (the CD-Fl Hightech in 1987) and in 
the following year the first separate two-box 
transport/DA converter combination, though 
we are not convinced of the veracity of either 
of these claims. From this reviewer's memory, 
we thought both Philips and Meridian had 
prior claims to top-loading players and one 
of the early iterations of Cambridge Audio 
was surely the first with a two-box player?

But from the outset Micromega had a 
real cachet for sound quality, but some of 
its models were hit by reliability problems 
with the Philips-sourced mechanisms, which 
was surely not Micromega's fault, but 
eventually led to the company's demise - 
temporarily anyway.

And now, after a gap of several years, the 
company is back with a reorganised leadership 
and design team, a new range of products and 
new UK distribution. The company, still based 
in Paris, is now headed by one-time 
motorcycle-racing champion Didier Hamdi, 
whose other interests include the company 
that provides the very impressive lighting for 
the Eiffel Tower. He has sinee reconstituted the 
design team under the company's original 
founder, Daniel Schar. All this came to light on 

a recent visit to Paris, where the reconstituted 
company was formally announced.

Here in the UK, distribution is now in the 
hands of Absolute Sounds, the company that 
handles many of the most prestigious 
audiophile companies including Krell, darTZeel, 
Wilson Audio, Koetsu, Sonus Faber, Audio 
Research and Magico.

Another surprise is, that at the tail end of the 
most severe economic recession in recent 
times, Micromega's focus has been on on the 
affordable end of the market, the sector that 
has suffered most during the recession. Most 
of the new components, which include 
amplifiers, CD players and tuners, cost less 
than £2,000, while the entry-level award
winning CD player tested here costs just £799.

"...the company is back with a reorganised 
leadership and design team, a new range of 
products and new UK distribution."
A price which puts it in line with counterparts, 
from the likes of Rotel and from the 
mainstream end of the Marantz and Denon 
range. This is virgin territory for Absolute 
Sounds, which makes the new distribution deal 
all the more intriguing.

As for the bits you don't see from the 
outside, the CD-10 is built around an R-core 
transformer, chosen for its narrow bandwidth, 
which is said to be superior in current-limited 
situations to the more usual toroidal solution, 
because it provides higher levels of 
interference rejection.

The linear power supply is constructed in 
several stages to mitigate crosstalk between 
digital and analogue circuits. The digital 
section provides sufficient current to power the 
CD drive and the user interface - the display 
and associated logic The analogue section is 
optimised in a different way. After rectification 

and filtering, a high-impedance, low-noise 
power section is combined with tracking 
regulators, in a design with a rejection level 
higher than lOOdB. The digital section of the 
DIA converter has a constant power source 
and a very low noise shunt regulator.

The disc drive in this player is a DVD-type, 
chosen because this kind of mechanism, is 
produced in very large quantities at low prices 
and with extremely high levels of reliability, a 
subject that Micromega is understandably 
sensitive about.

The mechanisms are the latest-generation 
Sony KHM3413 and Sanyo SFH8450, with 
error correction algorithms of Micromega's own 
making, which are optimised for audio 
applications - in most cases DVD mechanisms 

are optimised for CD-ROM - and without some 
of the strategies that are not appropriate when 
reading single-speed CD-DA discs.

SOUND QUALITY

11 didn't take long to recognise that the CD-10 
is a high-quality product and for the price, 
represents exceptional value for money. It just 
doesn't have the less desirable qualities of some 
other similarly priced players. There is no hint, 
for example, of the rather heavy-handed feel we 
expected, while the level of detail the player 
lifts off the disc easily surpassed expectations

I n fairness, the baby Micromega doesn't 
quite manage to tick all the boxes. It is not a 
true heavyweight. Its bass is deep enough and 
powerful enough for most situations, but it 
doesn't have the devastating authority of the 
very best, but then it doesn't even come close 
to costing what you'd expect to pay for □
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WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST

HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!
If you need us sooner, please call 0845 6019390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

ANATEK RESEARCH 
APOLLO 

ATACAMA 
AV INTERNATIONAL 

CHORD COMPANY 
CHORD ELECTRONICS 

CLEARAUDIO 
DYNAVECTOR 

EAR YOSHINO 
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TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
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UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DE HUL

SPECIALIST REGA DEALER

resa
special offer

In July 2009 Rega produced 
its 50,000th CD player

To celebrate this milestone, 
Rega is running a sales promo
tion on the multi award winning 
Apollo and Saturn CD players

Apollo CDP -£475
Saturn CDP - £898

save upto £373 //

O'Brien Hi-Fi
Synergy AV
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire.

Tel: 01260 280017www.rega-synergyav.co.uk

Outstanding music and video 

systems from a retail shop 

established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 

favourite discs and a cup of 

coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 

for its spectacular quality, 

performance and reliability.

60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 

020 8946 I S28 or shop@obrienhifi.com 

Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com
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^— «««.««„pAnoi Avid
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Micromega CD•10 CD player [Review]

□ the very best either. It is a fine, detailed, 
and unusually lively player and it has the rare 
ability to resolve instrumental and vocal detail 
that is simply not fully audible, using many 
otherwise comparable players.

If there is one word that sums this player up, 
it would be texture. The detail is there and the 
bass depth and weight is creditable, though no 
more than this. But the sound has an unusually 
tactile quality, it really does seem capable of 
resolving the texture of some of the recordings 
on test. Examples being the gravelly strings 
and woodwind in the Castrol GTX theme from 
the second movement of Mahler's 7th 
Symphony (Mariss Jansons/Oslo Philharmonic 
on Simax), and the exquisite opening Allegro 
from Brahms Clarinet Quintet (Fitzwilliam 
String Quartet and Lesley Schatzberger 
(clarinet) on the Linn label (the CD layer, not 
the accompanying SACD one, of course).

D/A CONVERSION

The D/ A convertor is the Analogue 
Devices Delta Sigma AD1853, which 
Micromega rates as amongst the best 
in its class, as well as being extremely 
affordable. While the design of the 
power supply stages - with its constant 
current source and shunt regulators - is 
to maximise immunity from external 
disturbance, while the local decoupling 
provided by the low-inductance, low- 
series resistance capacitors helps 
guarantee better signal integrity.

The convertor uses an 8x oversampling 
filter, with better than 115dB out of 
band rejection, which should effectively 

suppress images from the digital filter. 
The D/ A converter analogue output is 
extracted in differential mode which 
improves signal/ noise by 6dB, and 
common mode rejection is virtually 
eliminated when the two phases 
are added. The analogue stage uses 
SMD (surface mount) devices, and a 
third-order Bessel filter, with a cut-off 
frequency of 75kHz chosen to ensure 
close to constant phase operation within 
the 20kHz nominal operating band. 
A capacitor-less feed is included to 
eliminate DC offsets, presumably a DC 
servo, though Micromega doesn't specify.

There are plenty of other examples that could 
be given, but the basic aural feature of the 
player is that it has an unusual sensitivity to 
recorded textures and to the reproduction of 
fine detail generally, which helps ensure a 
more credible, colourful and a more lifelike, 
expressive quality from the discs it was fed. 
The Brahms recording, in particular, has a 
lightness of touch and an agility, a sense of life 
you will rarely hear in this work which can 
sometimes sound rather heavy-handed

Analogue supply 
and regulation t-

I/V conversion and 
analogue filtering 
section I-------------

----- 1R-CORE transformer

r—i Dedicated
windings for 
the display 
board supply

Loader with KSM313 
DVD mechanism i— Display board r

USER INTERFACE

The player is fabricated from well- 

finished anodised aluminium panels 
(for'elegant soberness' in Micromega 
speak), with a ten-segment blue dot
matrix display, which shows all the usual 
basic information and can be switched 
to show a CD Text display, which will 
scroll if necessary to display all the 

available information.
Although Micromega has concentrated 

on a subset of interface features that 
will serve general applications, including 
a well endowed (if rather plastic) generic 
system remote control, the CD-10 is 
better equipped than quite a number 
of its peers. As well as the usual basics, 
the player has a full roster of repeat 
modes (track, whole disc and A-B), track 

programming using the remote control, 
intro scan and random play. The display 
can also be turned off. You can even alter 
the speed of the loading drawer and the 
digital output can be enabled or disabled 
- leave it disabled when not needed. One 
slightly esoteric option for you AMX and 
Crestron users out there is the ability to 
add an RS232 control interface to the 

rear panel of the player.

-though in fairness, this is more than partly 
a function of this particular recording.

The Micromega is also more effective than 
most at suggesting the scale and sound of 
the space in which recordings are made, 
which in effect means it is better than most 
with small groups of instruments recorded

Servo supply 
and regulation

in limited spaces. The subtleties of such 
recordings often escape lesser CD players.

Although the CD-10 misses out on some 
of the weight and sonorities of certain CD 
players, it is correspondingly more than 
usually capable at the opposite end of 
the spectrum. The fine detail has already 
been alluded to, but what has not been 
emphasised sufficiently is the CD-1 O's very 
fine sense of control and inner colour, 
which put us in mind of the kind of quality 
that SACD is often much more capable 
of reproducing, than a conventional 
compact disc.

A very good, expressive and subtle
sounding player, the CD-10 easily lives up to 
and arguably exceeds expectations, based on 
the reputation of earlier models from this 
famous Parisian manufacturer. HFC

Alvin Cold

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

****★
BUILD

****★
VALUE

*****

□ PRO
Agile, expressive sound 
quality,, high levels of detail. 
and a fuller specification 
than you might expect.
It's all at a very reasonable 
price, too.

□ CON
The agility is achieved at 
some cost to weight and 
sonority in the lowest octave. 
Plasticy remote control looks 
and feels dated

CONCLUSION
Overall an excellent proposition, the cheapest Micromega in 
the new range has clearly been thoughtfully designed, and fine 
tuned to please the audiophile who wants the best at a 
relatively modest price

HlflCHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE
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Audiovector S3 Super loudspeaker [Review]

Superdane
The 53 Super might look conventional enough, but its full ofclever features

PRODUCT Audiovector S3 Super
TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker
PRICE £2,600 per pair
KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 19xl03x3lcm 
O Weight: 20kg O Drivers: 30mm silk tweeter, 165mm main drivers O Power handling: 250 watts 
0 Impedance: 8 ohms O Sensitivity: 91 dB 
O Rear-vented tweeter O Three-point driver fixing
CONTACT e 01302 711528 wwwaud1ovector.com 

holding the optional grille in place. A matching moulded plinth tilts the base slightly at the back (again to reduce standing wave focusing), and supplies an outlet for the port. This plinth accommodates the spikes securely and does also extend the footprint, but only slightly, so physical stability remains rather marginal.The promotional brochure is quite nostalgic, identifying a whole string of features with a whole string of mostly unmemorable initials, 

forward and exposed, factors which inevitably dominated the sonic character. Furthermore, these two subjective observations were clearly confirmed by the far-field in-room averaged measurements we made.However, this was using the delivery settings. When we moved the switch to the upward position, we effectively converted the speaker from three-way to two-and-a-half-way operation, lowering the impedance Cl

A
udiovector might not be one of the larger Danish loudspeaker companys to participate in the global hi-fi scene, but it does create models that bristle with original and interesting ideas. We've reviewed some half-a-dozen examples to date, but these have been spread across a 15-year timespan, and the current distributor, South Yorkshire dealer Mayflower Sounds, is the fourth operation to take on the company during that time. In truth, Audiovector finds UK distribution no more difficult than any other overseas brand, but over the years, very few non-UK firms have managed to get themselves properly established here.Yet few deserve UK success more than Audiovector, which has a string of mostly worthwhile USPs to shout about. The most interesting of these is, perhaps, the upgradeability concept. The four S3 models in the 5-series are identical in size and configuration, but purchasers can start with the base model and subsequently upgrade its performance. This £2,600 53 Super is just one rung up the ladder from the 'standard' 53, while above it the Signature and Avantgarde models include superior components at higher cost, with the option to move up the ladder, if desired.The basic ingredients of the 53 Super appear to be conventional enough: two l 65mm main drivers, plus a solitary tweeter housed in a very attractively presented and reasonably compact floorstanding enclosure. The two sides are curved towards a narrower back to minimise internal standing wave focusing and the enclosure is mostly decorated in a smooth and very nicely finished real-wood veneer. It was cherry for our samples, with black, rosewood, maple or silk-finished silver the options.This Super variation features an extra silver- painted half-baffle and thick back panel for additional stiffening, with exposed magnets

"The basic ingredients: two main drivers, plus 
a solitary tweeter housed in a reasonably 
compact floorstanding enclosure."
some or all of which apply to the 53 Super (the brochure is a little vague on which feature applies to which model). Certainly, it has the SEC (soundstage enhancement concept) treble system, and the OFF (dynamic feed forward) and NCS (natural crystal structure) from cryogenic treatment crossover. Optional ARA (audiovector room adaptation), LCC (low compression concept) technology, and IUC (individual upgrade concept) Future Proof might (or might not) also be part of the mix.Such technobabble notwithstanding, the 53 Super does incorporate several features worth further examination. The main drivers' cast frames have three-point fixing to ensure firm and accurate contact and use l 20mm diameter cones formed from a woven carbon fibre and Nomex sandwich. The tweeter has a 30mm fabric dome, the rear of which is vented through two holes at the top of the rear panel - the SEC treble system, which adds some extra high-frequency airiness via room reflections.Possibly, the most interesting feature doesn't seem to have found its way into the documentation. There's a little switch between the three pairs of terminals labelled 'on/off'. Experiment revealed that this switches in or out a high pass filter feeding the upper main driver, so that the speaker may be converted between three-way and two-and-a-half-way operation. The latter is the 'normal' setting and supplies substantially more bass output.
SOUND QUALITYFirst impressions were a little disappointing, as the overall tonal balance sounded rather cool and lean, while the upper-mid was distinctly
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serious 
technology 
at play
Elegant contemporary and organic in style, the new Definition 
range incorporates a wealth of high-tech features delivering a rich, 
articulate and expressive sound. Definition distils, refines and 
perfects Tannoys eight decades of loudspeaker expertise.

TAf\NOY tannoy.com

Available for immediate demonstration/delivery...

o CDP’s
Pathos; Digit £2495, Endorphin £6000.
Unison Research; Unico CDP £1200, Unico CDE £2195.

O Amplifiers
Pathos; Classic One Mklll £1975, Logos £3495, 
Cinema-X £5875, Adrenaline £15500.
Unison Research; Unico Primo £1172, Secondo £1730. Unico Pre £2160, DM pwr £2880, S8 £4995, 
Performance £7500.

O Turntables
Thorens: TD-295 £695, TD-700 £975, TD2030A/TP300 £2425. Benz-Micro Carts: Gold £265. Ace £495, 
Glider £745.

O Loudspeakers
Opera; Mena £830, Grande Mezza £1260, Seconda £1835, Callas £2880, Grand Callas £5856.
Triangle; Altea EX £1195. Quartet £2550, Magellan 
Cello £7975. Diapason; Karis £1820.

Please call/email to arrange a demonstration.
Free delivery included to UK mainland, all credit/debit cards accepted. 

See website for full range/more details.

ukd studio
t: 01753 722 050 | e-mail: studio@ukd.co.uk 

web: www.ukd.co.uk

tannoy.com
mailto:studio@ukd.co.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk


Audiovector S3 Super loudspeaker [ Review]

□ through the bass region and boosting the 
bass. This transformed the sound into a tonal 
balance that was not only much more 
acceptable to us, but which was actually very 
good indeed.

Surprisingly, when I mentioned this to Simon 
Pope, who is currently acting for Audiovector 
in Britain, he commented that the speakers 
had sounded much more comfortable in his 
smaller, squarer room with the switches down. 
This clearly illustrates the importance of the 
interaction of the loudspeaker with the 
listening room, as well as the usefulness of 
the adjustment provided by those switches.

That aside, with the switches up (and 
therefore an impedance trace around four 
ohms through much of the bass region), the S3 
Super delivers a very decent averaged in-room 
response which holds within very respectable 
+/4dB limits from 60Hz upwards. There's 
rather too much SOHz output and smaller 
peaks are visible at 850Hz and l .SkHz, but 
otherwise the trace looks pretty well ordered, 
with decent in-room extension down to 24Hz 
or thereabout. However, a sensitivity rating of 
89dB looks more realistic than the specified 
91 dB and a 6ohm rather than Bohm 
nominal impedance.

While the measured performance goes 
some way towards defining the sonic 
character of a speaker, it's no substitute for 
listening to music and it's here that the S3 
Super really shines (switches up everyone I). 
Midband voicing is particularly impressive,

Detai

19-32mm soft dome 
tweeter I--------------

Twin 150mm bass/
mid drivers

Mesh protected/ 
enhanced tweeter

Twin silver-plated
--------1 terminals

Hefty chrome-
-i plated outriggers

D/A CONVERSION

While most consumers regard the 
U purchase of a hi-fl system as a one-off 

event. a much smaller proportion catch 
the 'hi-fl bug' and find themselves 
addicted to upgrading the performance 
of their music systems.

The truly hard-bitten have to try all 
possible alternatives for themselves. 
Others are happy to build a relationship 
with the dealer that initially supplied 

Ka truly satisfying system and want a 
reular 'fix' that supplies 'more of 
the same'.

The latter approach has much to 
do with the success of Naim Audio's 
electronics, where component 
performance may be improved by 
upgrading the outboard power supplies. 
Since Audiovector distributes Naim in 
Denmark, it's maybe no coincidence that 
the loudspeakers of both companies 
share a similar philosophy.

The floorstanders within the S-series 
|| comprise a ladder of four models that 

share the same basic enclosure carcass, 
but which offer improvements in main 
drivers, tweeters, panels, plinths in four 
distinct stages, presumably upgrading 
performance appropriately. 

timing is very good and there's plenty of 
notably coherent musical detail.

Although the bass end might have a bit 
more weight and authority, it's always agile 
and informative while the midband is 
commendably free from any boxy colorations. 
Even the measured upper mid-peak is barely 
audible and it is certainly not in any way 
intrusive. Indeed, this Super is so good it's 
quite difficult to conceive that there are two 
stages of upgrade that presumably perform 
even better.

Perhaps its most engaging quality is the 
open midrange, which might not be the last 
word in dynamic grip and tension, but which 
is always informative with very little audible 
coloration. Another key factor is the lack 
of boxiness, which ensures that the actual 
speakers themselves do a very good job of 
'disappearing', aurally speaking, while the 
stereo image they create is well-formed, with 
good focus and a good measure of depth.

The top end does just what it's required to 
do - add appropriate detail while remaining 
discreet and not drawing unwanted attention 
to itself. I presume the tweeter fitted here is 
a little less sweet and transparent than the 
more costly example used in the Signature, 
or the planar device found in the Avantgarde, 

but it certainly does what's required without 
fuss or foible.

The secret of a fine loudspeaker is not found 
in any one characteristic, but rather in 
achieving a good balance across a range of 
different qualities. That is the real strength 
of Audiovector's S3 Super, which is a good 
looking speaker that delivers a genuinely 
high all-round standard of performance at a 
realistic price. HFC

Paul Messenger

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
EASE OF DRIVE

****
BUILD
*****

VALUE

*** **

a pro
This exceptionally well- 
balanced and presented 
floorstander has an 
attractively open and airy 
character and a fine freedom 
from boxiness.

□ CON
Tonal balance might 
be smoother and the 
plinth only slightly 
improves its rather 
marginal physical stability.

CONCLUSION
This splendid loudspeaker does most things very well and even 
includes a useful ability to upgrade performance by stages in 
the future. Its Une openness and freedom from 
confers good musical communication and stereo imaging.

Hl-FI IHOICE *****
OVERALL SCORE

for the best pries at www techradarxom/reviews
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[Ultimate Group Test] CD players £900^£2,200

GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: RICHARD BLACK

CDPlAYERS
Dedicated CO players should be part of every audiophile's system

ON TEST

Creek Destiny 
fl,400

Electrocompaniet ECC1 
fl,700

Moon CD3.3 
£2,200

Shanling CDTlOOOse 
fl,700

Sony XA5400ES 
fl,200

YBA YC201 
£890

A
mong non-audiophiles, the 
upmarket CD player is a frequent 
object of bewilderment, not to 
say derision. "You spent how much on it7 

- and it doesn't even play DVDs'" And 
indeed on purely feature-for-money 
grounds, the whole proposition does 
look decidedly shaky. Of course, 
something similar could be said about 
expensive amplifiers, but at least you 
usually get a few more watts for your 
money and/or some fancy-looking 
valves to admire.

I t's also surprising just how good the 
audio performance can be from a very 
basic supermarket DVD player. We've 
had passing contact with the odd one 
and they play all the notes in the right 
order, with usually something that one 
can recognise as dynamics and ditto 
bandwidth: joking apart, they do 
actually play music. But the crunch 
always comes after the initial shock has 
worn off and within a minute or two one 
starts to feel that something's missing.

I t's that 'something' that decent hi-fi 
is all about. While the standard of 
budget equipment has improved 
enormously down the years, in our 
experience, the Real Thing has 
continued to be rather elusive, not 
necessarily the sole preserve of 
fantastically expensive kit, but certainly 
justifying the sort of expenditure that 
one might have to 
save up for. That's certainly true with 
CD players, where distinctly more 
satisfying results come with careful 
equipment selection.

In this Ultimate Croup Test, we 
consider CD players costing between 
£900 and £2,200, a sizeable chunk of 
money. Some of them offer extra 
features, including digital inputs and

multichannel SACD replay, while a 
couple include valves in their circuitry, 
but that only accounts for a small part of 
the price. What we're really looking at is 
the kind of aural refinement that makes 
one really want to listen, rather than 
occasionally slapping a CD on because 
there's nothing on telly.

Without giving away our specific 
findings, we can confidently say we 
found plenty of that kind of quality 
and were sorry to see the players go. 
The features, looks and build quality 
are great too, of course, but it's the 
sound that really gets the pulse going.

Over the next few pages, we've done 
our best to put into words just what 
that sound is like. HFC

EQUIPMENT USED
® Exposure 3010 integrated amp
® EAR802 preamp/519 monoblocks
® Bowers and Wilkins 8035 

loudspeakers
®ATC SCM20 loudspeakers
© Kimber, Furukawa and custom cables

MUSIC USED
® Ian Oury The Bus Driver's Prayer and

Other Stories

®The Penguin Cafe Orchestra 
Concert Programme

®Alan Bush Song Cycles
® Rachmaninov Symphonic Dances

EARS USED
We extend grateful thanks to our panel 
of expert listeners, highly experienced 
veterans of the industry, who gave up 
their time to listen to 
the players and give us the benefit of 
their findings:
Phi I Hansen (Red Sheep PR)
Steve Harris (Aud1oplus)

Abbas Hussain (Wireworld)

64 HI-FI CHOICE I january 2010



LISTENING TESTS
Each of the players in the group was subjected to a rigorous 
programme of listening and laboratory tests. Measurements 
were made using a combination of custom-made CDRs 
(devised specifically for these tests) and a potent 
combination of 'traditional' lab instruments with a high- 
quality ADC, which converted the analogue output of each 
player back to digital for analysis on a PC. Our methodology 
provides a searching analysis of a multitude of aspects, the 
most important of which are summarised in the bar graphs 
(with other significant findings mentioned in the text). Not 
all measurements are reported for all players - for instance 
absolute speed accuracy, which was fine for all of them.

LAB TESTS
Our comprehensive listening tests were no less rigorous, 
conducted under blind, level-matched (to O.OSdB) 
conditions with some of the industry's most experienced 
hi-fi panellists. In addition, there were extended sighted 
listening tests by the author, using a wider variety of 
equipment and music,as well as a varied range of volume 
levels to attempt to determine real-world performance.

I

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH
Our 30 bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the 
products compare across five key technical measurements. 
A percentage is given that falls above or below the group 
average. In this test, the five measurements are:
1) Total harmonic distortion. The classic distortion

I criterion, measured as the purity of a single sine wave at 
various frequencies and levels.
2) Jitter: A measure of how stable the timing clock is. 
Measured at the analogue output, this distortion shows up 
as increased noise and/or low-level interfering frequencies 
which can contribute to sonic 'grunge'.
3) Linearity: How accurately the output behaves at very 
low levels. Poor figures can lead to distortion rising 
considerably in quiet musical passages.
4) Dynamic range: This is effectively the same as signal- 
to-noise ratio, the difference between full output and the 
practical noise floor of each player.
5) Digital filtering: Frequencies above half the sampling 
frequency should be efficiently filtered off. The filter is 
tested by playing tones at various frequencies and looking 
for ultrasonic spurious signals that accompany it

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE



[ Ultimate Group Test ] CO players £900^£2,200

CREEK DESTINY
Creek's flagship CO player is a star performer 
£1 ,400 a 01442 260146 @ www.creekaudio.com

C
reek's background is in affordable hi-fi 
separates, being at one time the brand 
that you bought if you couldn't afford 
to buy Nairn product. Founder and chief 

designer Mike Creek has never deserted that 
market, but in 2005 he announced a new 
approach with the Destiny range, something 
much more deluxe and upmarket than previous 
Creek products. The Destiny CD player was the 
first model to hit the market and it has found 
consistent favour. But how does it stack up 
against the five promising rivals)

Well, for starters, the thick aluminium front 
panel and immaculately assembled case make 
a good impression, as do the high-quality 
audio sockets at the rear. The front panel is 
better equipped than many, with unique 
buttons for pause and play, for instance, 
making operation more straightforward than 
when both functions share a button. The 
display is a pleasant shade of turquoise and 
can be dimmed or switched off.

Creek has kept things simple, with no 
upsampling apart from that carried out in the 
course of normal digital filtering. The chip is a 
Cirrus (Crystal) component, not quite the latest 
thing but still with a more than competent 
technical specification. It is followed by a 
minimum of analogue circuity, just a single 
op-amp per channel, which handles the small 
amount of analogue filtering and output 
buffering all in one go. The quality of all audio 
components is very good and Creek has taken 
particular care with the power supply, which 
has no less than three toroidal transformers, 
one each of analogue, digital and control 
functions. The transport loads discs quite 
quickly and makes next to no mechanical noise.

SOUND QUALITY
11 seems clear from our listeners' notes that its 
performance is characterised principally by a 

lack of character. To put it another way, it 
doesn't impose itself on the music or try to add 
any kind of spin, colour or other artefact. In a 
sense, no more needs to be said: surely any 
hi-fi component that achieves that aim is an 
automatic recommendation)

Not necessarily, though, for all our listeners. 
One of the interesting things that often arises 
in our blind listening sessions is the discovery 
that the nearest approach to neutrality isn't 
always the one that gives the most pleasure. 
We can say with some confidence, that the 
player is neutral because we've correlated 
the recordings and other equipment used 
to review it across huge amounts of kit and 
because we have the lab results to back up 
our ears.

But to the casual listener this is neither so 
obvious nor really relevant. What matters is 
the impression the player makes alongside 
its peers and while it's highly unlikely that 
such a neutral machine as this will ever 
actually make a bad impression, it might not 
be the most striking one.

I n fact, one of our listeners had nothing 
but praise for the Destiny, finding its sound: 
detailed, spacious, dynamic, well-balanced 
and pretty much everything one looks for. 
Another, however, generally enjoyed it, but 
would have liked just a little more energy, 
life and kick - particularly in the bass. For 
him, its sound was slightly tame and lacked 
some of the spark that a couple of the other 
players provided.

All the same, it's impossible to deny that 
detail from this player is really first-rate and 
there is loads to enjoy at every level, from the 
most casual listen to in-depth aural analysis of 
familiar discs. Bass weight, treble sweetness 
and midrange neutrality are all admirable and 
images are precise and rock-steady. A fine 
piece of kit all round. HFC

LAB REPORT
As hinted in the listening notes, the measured 
performance of this player is a testament to some 
fine design engineering both by Creek and by the 
makers of the various integrated circuits used 
inside. Distortion within the audio band stays 
below 0.001% (-lOOdB) under any combination 
of frequency and level we could come up with 
and most of the time it's more like -llOdB. It's 
very hard indeed to conceive of such small 
departures from pure linearity having any audible 
effect. There are other distortions, of course, such 
as jitter (so low it's unmeasurable), pre-echo (no 
sign of that either) and aliasing, the one area where 
performance slips a little. In common with most 
current CD players, the Destiny allows some 
ultrasonic aliasing which can, in principle, result 
in audible results through alias-intermodulation 
distortion. That apart, this player pretty much 
writes the textbook for 16-bit performance.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 J Distortion » +40%

2) Jitter» +20%

3) Linearity » +10%

4) Dynamic range » 0%

5) Digital filter» +20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual
Maximum output icvc 2 OV 2ON

Total harrnonlc distortion 0.0008% 0.0003%

Signal o ■■ noise ratio 9/dB lO5dB

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*****

With an almost complete 
lack of character of its own, 
performance from this 
player presents the whole 
music and nothing but 
the music. It's also a 
delight to own and use 
- thoroughly recommended.

Hin ico::11
★ ★★★★
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CO players £900^2,200 [Ultimate Group Test]

ELECTROCOMPANIET ECC-1
Upmarket CO player that compromises on its design 

£1,700 a 020 8893 5835 (;i) www.electrocompaniet.com

H
ot on the heels of Electrocompaniet's 
cheaper PC-1 player, which we 
reviewed in HFC 327, this is the basic 
CD-spinner from the company's 'Classic' line. 

It's an unusually large machine and very 
heavy too, mostly due to the use of thick steel 
for the casing, though the generous toroidal 
transformer will add a bit, too. The front panel 
is a piece of polished acrylic sheet, with the 
CD drawer in the centre. The characteristic 
Electrocompaniet four-button control set is at 
the right, the buttons themselves attractively 
made of solid brass.

The machine itself may be very attractive to 
behold, but we reckon the ergonomics could 
do with some improvement. Fora start, even 
by current standards, it's terribly slow to load a 
disc. Via front panel or remote, one must press 
and hold the 'Stop' button to open the drawer 
and even after the display has acknowledged 
this you still have to wait a few seconds.

Reading a new CD also takes a while and 
the player then unavoidably goes on directly 
to play Track one. It is impossible to start 
playing with any track other than the first one. 
Seeking within a track is only possible from 
the remote and only at a pitifully slow speed. 
CD ergonomics have never been great, but 
this is, at times, frustrating.

Electrocompaniet has been more original 
than most internally. The sample-rate converter 
chip for digital filtering and the DAC itself, 
are familar parts of recent vintage, but the 
analogue stages are evidently all in-house 
and use discrete transistors instead of the 
more common integrated circuits. This includes 
the balanced output, which is not an 
afterthought - quite the reverse, in fact, as 
the phono sockets are wired to two pins of 
the XLR output connectors. A single digital 
output is available.

SOUND QUALITY
Although nothing seemed overtly wrong with 
the sound of this player, our listeners were not 
entirely drawn into its music-making and 
expressed a variety of reservations regarding it. 
None of these were major, but the overall 
picture is of a sound that's just not quite 
completely rounded-out, especially as regards 
fine detail and insight. This became evident 
from the first track played, where one listener 
was concerned to find the timing unclear, 
while another thought the vocals and reed 
instruments were a little on the thin side.

Things picked up a bit in the classical tracks, 
with more satisfying tonality and better timing 
- or could it just be that most classical music 
relies less critically on this aspect and so it is 
less obvious if it is slightly compromised? The 
large forces of Rachmaninov's Symphonic 
Dances were clearly differentiated in the lower 
parts of the spectrum, but comments were 
made indicating that a little more precision in 
the treble would have been welcome. Solo 
piano had plenty of body, but lacked a little 
refinement and had a slightly 'twangy' quality.

In our sighted listening, after the panel had 
departed, we found that the real problem 
seems to be a slightly grainy quality in the 
high treble. Bass and midrange, on the odd 
occasions when they occur with little or no 
treble accompaniment, are very clear and well- 
defined, but the treble grain makes itself felt 
across the range - we get a lot of information 
from the high treble and when that is 
frustrated, our ears react badly to the whole 
sound. It's a pity as it does compromise the 
performance of this player and conceals some 
good performance in areas such as midrange 
tonality and imaging. Maybe Electrocompaniet 
could score a double whammy by addressing 
that at the same time as the ergonomics? HFC

LAB REPORT •

Electrocompaniet's all-discrete circuitry has low 
distortion, but not quite as low as that offered 
by several of the others in this group. It also has 
rather more jitter than we are accustomed to 
finding in modern CD players. At approximately 
1 ns, this is enough to raise the noise floor 
noticeably in the presence of high-level, high- 
frequency signals, though most real-world music 
will only suffer an increase in noise floor of about 
1 dB or so. All the same, that looks to us like the 
most likely candidate for explaining the grainy 
sound. The distortion figure may be a lot worse 
than some CD players can manage, but it's no 
worse than some very respected amps, for instance, 
and especially as it improves at lower signal levels 
we're inclined to regard it as largely benign. There's 
also a small amount of ultrasonic noise and the 
player inverts absolute phase (polarity). Other 
results are fine.

HOW IT COMPARES

VERDICT
SOUND

****
FEATlJRES

*** "fc*
BUILD

*****
VALUE

*** -k'k

Outwardly an attractive 
player. this is let down 
by a disappointing 
amount of graininess 
in the upper treble and 
also by annoying 
ergonomics and slow 
disc-handling.

HI-FICHDICr?^^LL

★ ★★★★
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Music Compression-friend or foe?

A remarkable thing has happened within 
a few short years. The music industry 
has become what must be one of the 
very few, alongside perhaps the food 
industry, to be driven downwards in 
relation to quality by consumer demand 
- and the majority of consumers are not 
even aware of it!

It is normal for an industry to try and 
improve on what has gone before. 
High definition TV’s are an obvious 
upgrade from the previous standard. 
The computer industry constantly 
strives to provide faster processing 
speeds and larger memory capacity. 
However, it is the crossover of the 
computer industry with the music- 
industry, the linking of the two, where 
things have started to go wrong. This is 
not to fault the computer industry, for 
speed and user convenience are the 
selling tools of its trade. Nor is the 
music industry inherently culpable, 
although it has largely acquiesced while 
complaining of lost revenues through 
illegal downloads. It is consumers that 
have driven quality down through a 
deepening, but blind, love affair with 
the MP3 and A AC formats and the 
ubiquitous iPod.

uality
Falling Music Sales

I do not believe it is any coincidence 
that world-wide music sales tumbled in 
2007 to their lowest level since 1985 
and this is despite an overall far more 
affluent population than all those years 
ago. So why put the finger on MP3 & 
AAC (iTunes default format) and the 
iPod? It is not that they exist, nor 
resentment at their undoubted success. 
It is more the lack of knowledge on the 
part of consumers in what they are 
embracing and the hi-fi industry must 
shoulder its share of the blame. Both of 
these formats are compressed mediums, 
with different levels of compression. 
There is information irretrievably lost 
and they lack the full dynamic range. 
In short, they are inferior mediums in 
comparison to the standard CD format, 
let alone even higher resolution formats 
now available (such as studio quality 
24 bit, 96kHz FLAG files). The sad pail 
is that convenience and ‘music on the 
move’ has helped to create a demand for 
these inferior substitutes and, what is

even sadder, is that most users are not 
even aware of what they are missing.

There are still discerning people around 
who know how exciting and involving 
music can be, how it can deliver an 
emotional experience. Twenty years ago 
there were many hi-fi enthusiasts who 
enjoyed pursuing quality. It mattered 
which speaker leads were used, or the 
quality of the interconnects, or the 
rigidity provided by speaker stands. 
These still make a very significant 
difference but relatively few realise it 
now. The performing artists, musicians 
and sound engineers who strive to make 
the recording quality as high as possible 
must despair at the current trend.



Quality or Quantity?

When a friend's teenage son bought his 
first iPod, he was thrilled that it could 
store 2000 tracks. That this was at a low 
quality setting with a high degree of 
compression was not a relevant or indeed 
a cognitive factor. The maximum 
download quality for AAC is 320kbps. 
Most tracks are available at no better than 
192kbps but many iPod users legally 
download at l 28kbps, the most popular. 
or even 64kbps because either that's all 
that is available, or because they can store 
a greater number of tracks or, very often, 
because they're unaware of the 
difference. The cost is usually the same 
regardless. If you are jogging and using a 
cheap pair of in-ear headphones, you 
probably wouldn't greatly appreciate a 
high quality recording. But play back 
through a decent quality hi-fi and all you 
are doing is amplifying a very poor 
quality signal and the difference from, for 
example a fall resolution CD 
(1,411 kbps), is huge. The old maxim 
holds true - rubbish in, rubbish out.

The 80 Gigabyte iPod Classic is 
advertised as holding 20,000 songs (4MB 
per song). In comparison. a high quality 
music server will use approximately 
500MB to store an average CD (with say 

quan
LISTED HERE ARE 

20 OF THE BEST HI-FI 
DEALERS IN THE 

COUNTRY.
They have been selected 
because they are known 
to do an excellent job in 

guiding customers towards 
hi-fi that will give years 

of musical enjoyment and 
total satisfaction.
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10 tracks) at full resolution, a ratio of JO 
or 12: I. It's no wonder that the music 
server, also a flexible computer based 
product, can reproduce music far more 
faithfully and far more enjoyably and is, 
therefore, more suitable as a prime 
listening source. The reality is that a 
generation is now growing up without 
recognising the loss and appears to be 
indifferent to quality, almost as if it's an 
irrelevance. This may be because so 
many have not heard the difference. 
Earlier generations enjoyed listening to 
78rpm records until LP's came along. 
A cheap hi-fi stack system could be 
enjoyed until CD's came along 
(although a high quality record deck 
could, and still does, compete). The 
point is, once you've heard better, it's 
difficult to downgrade again.

So where do we go from here when 
many hi-fi systems feature an iPod 
docking station as standard? The future 
of quality music in the home is certainly 
not MP3 & AAC recordings because 
they are not suitable as a prime listening 
source. That is not what the formats 
were designed for. Download speeds are 
now far faster and computer hard drive 
memories far larger than a few years ago 
when these formats came into mass 
usage. Discerning music lovers using 
downloads will be listening to studio

... Ask our Top 20 UK Hi-Fi Dealers
SOUTH
Ashford, Kent
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
40 High Street. 
01233 624441
Chelmsford
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
216 Moulsham Street. 
01245 26S245
Colchester
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 
01206 577682
East Grinstead
AUDIO DESIGNS 
26 High Street. 
01342 328065
Kingston-upon- 
Thames
INFIDELITY
9 High Street, 
Hampton Wick. 
020 8943 3530
Maidenhead
AUDIO VENUE 
36 Queen Street. 
01628 633995
Rayleigh, Essex
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High Street. 
01268 779762

Southend-on-Sea
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road. 
01702 435255
Southampton
PHASE 3 HI-FI 
37 Bedford Place. 
023 8022 8434
LONDON
Ealing
AUDIO VENUE 
27 Bond Street. 
020 8567 8703
N1
GRAHAMS HI-FI 
190a New North Road. 
020 7226 5500
SW11
ORANGES & LEMONS 
61/63 Webbs Road. 
020 7924 2043
SOUTH WEST
Bath
AUDIENCE 
14 Broad Street. 
01225 333310
Exeter
GULLIFORD HI-FI 
97 Sidwell Street. 
01392 491194 

quality FLAC files, or their equivalent, in 
the near future. The quality is so far 
removed from MP3 that the additional 
cost is easily outweighed. Even CD quality 
recordings are left behind. Vinyl has staged 
a strong comeback recently because it's still 
immensely enjoyable to listen to. However, 
technology doesn't stand still and it's 
therefore more important than ever that you 
seek out a specialist hi-fi dealer to set you 
on the right path.

Get Expert Advice

For anyone who has a good collection of 
vinyl or CD's, there are some wonderful 
hi-fi products available today that will 
extract a level of performance that is 
totally involving and tremendously 
enjoyable. Specialist hi-fi manufacturers 
continue to try to make their products 
perform to the highest standards in any 
given price range. Specialist dealers, of 
which the ones listed below are amongst 
the very best in the UK, know how to 
choose the products that combine as a 
superb system and how to get the best out 
of it. However, it also needs the consumer 
to get listening again and to demand 
quality, to seek expert guidance on how to 
achieve the best performance at home and 
to have it expertly installed and set up. If 
there's a price premium over an internet 
purchase by using a specialist dealer, 
it's probably 
a small one 
but it's 
unquestionably 
worth the 
difference.

TOP 
20 UK

SPECIALIST HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT DEALERS

QUALITY

4
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CD players £900^£2,200 [Ultimate Group Test]

MOONCD3.3
Feature-laden CO player has a performance to match 
£2,200 m 0131 555 3922 @ www.simaudio.com

C
anadian company Moon offers quite a 
wide range of CD players, with this one 
being a middling example. It's quite 
unpretentious externally, but it hides some 

intelligent use of technology and also one or 
two pleasant surprises. One of these is the 
digital input, just the one but a useful addition 
if one has computer or other server-type source 
with a digital output. Another is the very 
welcome ease-of-use. Far too many CD players 
that we've seen recently operate with near
glacial slowness: this one, by contrast, wakes 
from standby in about three seconds, loads 
a disc in six, responds to button-pushes 
immediately and searches through a track 
at a sensible 1Ox speed. Yes, sound is obviously 
the main criterion, but cursing at a player 
while it decides what to do next doesn't half 
spoil the fun of owning itl

Moon's literature lays down some ground 
rules for sensible audio design of a CD player, 
including no use of upsampling as all modern 
DAC/filter chips do oversampling anyway - 
a fair point. Funnily enough there is a 
sampling-rate converter chip inside the CD33, 
but as far as we can see it's being used purely 
for Jitter-reduction in the data stream from 
the digital input. The DAC is a recent part 
from Burr-Brown, while the output op-amps 
are that Jurassic dinosaur, the 5532, reviled 
in the 1990s but now back in favour here 
and elsewhere.

Vibration breakthrough has been fingered as 
a degrading factor in CD replay and Moon has 
countered this by mounting the transport on 
four 'gel-based' feet. Other measures to 
counter unwanted interference from the 
outside world, include multiple power supply 
regulation stages, while multi-room integration 
is catered for with an RS-232 port and Moon's 
own 'SimLink' controller ports.

SOUND QUALITY
I n a group that tended to divide opinion 
among our listeners, this player was notable 
as one that drew not just praise, but similarly 
worded praise, from all of them. In particular, 
it was felt to have probably the best timing 
of the group, with plenty of energy, especially 
in the bass. We wouldn't want that to be 
read as meaning that the bass is excessive, 
though: it's very well controlled and admirably 
Judged in level.

I n fact, that tonality of this player seems very 
even-handed all round, including the frequency 
extremes. The actual frequency response of CD 
players is almost invariable ruler-flat, but some 
still manage to give a subjectively uneven 
response. This one, though, maintains its 
composure pretty much through thick and 
thin, as uncoloured in highly dynamic and/or 
thickly scored tracks as it is in simple ballads.

The sound is not entirely blemish-free. Our 
listeners commented in a couple of instances 
on its slight tendency to box images in rather 
than letting them soar free and we were 
forced to agree with that when we auditioned 
it later, sighted. This seems most apparent 
with voices, singly or in groups: the image is 
invariably stable, but seems a little smaller 
than we'd become used to with the same 
tracks. On the other hand, detail is generally 
very good and it's possible to hear all the 
various lines buried deep in a mix. Dynamics 
seem very assured on both the small and the 
large scale, which no doubt helps keep the 
rhythm tight, too.

The digital input was not part of the blind 
listening, but we were very impressed by it. 
Fed from a computer source of known poor 
jitter performance, it gave a clear and open 
sound, something that in the circumstances 
can certainly not be taken for granted. HFC

LAB REPORT
It's a sign of the high standards generally 

prevailing among CD players, that the measured 

results from the CD3.3 fall behind several of its 
peers, although from most points of view its 

performance is very fine. Its distortion is some 

way from vanishing at levels approaching full

scale, but even there the amounts bear very 

favourable comparison with most amplifiers, to say 

nothing about loudspeakers. This distortion fades 

away very rapidly as level drops and below -1 SdB, 
there's simply no audio-band distortion visible, but 

it's just possible the presence of a few higher 

harmonics in the top SdB or so of dynamic range 

can make itself felt. Jitter is vanishingly low and 

there's no sign of any of the more arcane 

distortions such as analogue jitter. Above 22kHz 

there is the usual mild aliasing, but there's very 

little ultrasonic noise or breathrough. Absolute 

phase is inverted.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Distortion >> 0%
2) Jitter» +10%
3) Linearity» +10%
41 Dynamic range » 0%
5) Digital filter» +30%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual
Maximum output Th/d ) OV I 9)V
ntd! n.imroiu distortion i'GCL’r, OOG/'n.

)ignaltonoi<,t:ratio 115JB

VERDICT
SOUND

*****
FEATURES

★ ***
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****

A very well thought-out 
player that's a joy to use 
and offers a genuinely 
useful feature in its digital 
input. Sound is clear, 
detailed and energetic, 
though images occasionally 
seem constrained.

HIFICHOICE ?^l:ll 
★ ★★★★
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CD players £90042,200 [Ultimate Group Test]

SHANLING CD-T1000SE
Highly detailed player takes on the competition 
£1,700 m 01257 473175 @ www.shanling.com

Dm| esigned and built in China, Shanling's 
products arguably represent what's best 
about the 'new wave' of Chinese hi-fi 

- good value, but with a build quality that 
doesn't need any special pleading. Aesthetics, 
meanwhile, are very much the company's own 
and this was the CD player that attracted 
notice from non-audiophile visitors during the 
review period. With the valves proudly 
displayed in front of transformer cans, there's 
a clear heritage from valve amps such as the 
famous Leak models, but the visual design has 
also allowed the use of a manual, top-loading 
CD mechanism which is a blessing for the 
impatient and reads discs particularly fast.

The valves reflect not just one, but two 
added features in this player. At the rear are 
two sets of output sockets, 'Direct' and 'Tube' 
(that'll be 'Valve' to the English!), giving the 
user the option of valve sound or no valve 
sound, but only one pair of valves is in circuit 
at that point. The other pair makes up a 
headphone amp - the socket is round at the 
side, so you might need a right-angle plug. 
And yes, volume control is available (it also 
affects the phone-socket outputs).

Yet another feature is the option to turn 
upsampling on or off. A fine machine for 
inveterate fiddlers, then, and well put together 
too, with good quality upsampling and DAC 
chips, plus more op-amps than we've seen in 
any other CD player we can recall.

Functions, apart from the basic transport set 
require the remote control, including volume 
and searching, the latter being very fast indeed 
after an initial slower speed.

SOUND QUALITY
With no less than four combinations of 
operating mode available, we stuck with just 

one for the blind listening, upsampling and 
tube output. It turned out that this isn't 
necessarily the sound for everyone, but it 
has plenty of enjoyable aspects to it, not 
least the considerable amount of space it 
portrays around and about the musicians. 
11 also offers some very enjoyable bass, 
with both weight and precision in plentiful 
measure, yet at the same time well-controlled 
and stable.

Rhythm and timing is good, but not entirely 
consistent between tracks. In the end - 
rather bizarrely given the good qualities just 
mentioned regarding the bass - we found that 
if the music contains significant bass energy, 
the timing seems a little compromised. This 
obviously works against the player in music-like 
rock, which makes copious use of kick drum, 
but made it very successful in the toe-tapping, 
but relatively light-textured music of the 
Penguin Cafe Orchestra.

Detail is good via the tube output and 
this was one aspect that we felt remained 
consistent via the 'direct' sockets. Other aspects 
changed rather markedly, though, including 
the spaciousness mentioned which was 
significantly reined-in. Although this is clearly 
audible in quick comparisons, the sound via 
the direct output does not seem unduly 
constrained when heard in isolation: rather, it 
has a greater degree of control and the sense 
of space is made more clearly dependent on 
the recording. Timing and general precision 
seem generally better in this mode, too. 
Between upsampled and non-upsampled the 
differences are much more minor and we 
found it easy to forget which we were listening 
to. The headphone output is clearly no 
aherthought and drove several models with 
considerable conviction and control. HFC

LAB REPORT

As one would expect, the various operational 
modes give slightly different measurements, the 
most obvious difference being in distortion when 
comparing tube and direct outputs. The quoted 
figures below and on the 'Conclusions' page refer 
to the direct output, but adding tubes bumps 
distortion up to 0.2% at full level. This drops 
rapidly as output level falls, vanishing completely 
below about -30dB, just as a well-behaved 
analogue circuit should do. Noise is just a shade 
higher (i.e. still very good) in tube mode and 
there's a trace of hum detectable. Jitter is just 
measurable, though still good, in either upsampling 
or non-upsampling mode, while the upsampling 
filter gives a little less aliasing around 22kHz 
though the basic filter shape is very similar. 
It's clear that all the options have been well 
implemented, which makes comparisons unusually 
fair and straightforward.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Distortion » 0%

2) Jitter» +10%

3) Linearity» +10%

4) Dynamic range» +10%

5) Digital filter» • 10%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual

output Z"/ I IV I !i'I

Total h armonic distortion 00025% OOOl'i' -

Siyrai-to- noise rdtiu ! 05^ i OLdB

VERDICT
SOUND

**** A

Perhaps recognising that 
one CD player can never 
please all tastes, Shanling 
has effectively provided at 
least two here, the valve/ 
direct option giving choices 
in terms of presentation 
with clear and full sound.

STURES

*****
BUILD

*****
VALUE

****
HI-FICHOICE ^"
★ ★★★★
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CD players £90042,200 [Ultimate Group Test]

SONY XA5400ES
CD player has the added advantage of SACD replay 
fl,200 m 0845 6000124 ©www.sony.co.uk

A
long with the YBA. the Sony is one of 
the cheapest players on offer in this 
month's Ultimate Croup Test Yet, it's 
also one of the Japanese company's more 

high-end products. And if there's one thing 
that a giant like Sony should know; it's how 
to get the best out of a budget. Take, for 
example, the electronics content of this 
model coupled with an impressive array of 
componentry beneath the lid. A large part of 
that is down to one particular feature that 
distinguishes this player from the others in 
the group, its ability to play not just CDs but 
SACDs, including multichannel ones.

Most of the SACD players we've seen 
recently have been stereo-only machines 
and, in fact, this one only has stereo outputs 
in the analogue domain. Sony has built in an 
HDMI output, however, which can transmit 
high-resolution, multi-channel digits to a 
suitable multichannel receiver such as Sony's 
matching STR-DA5400ES. For the purposes 
of this review we treated the XA5400 as a 
stereo source, but if you are a multichannel 
fan this is one of rather few such choices 
currently available.

Audio-only circuitry is not vastly different 
from that in the CD-only players. Conversion 
from digital to analogue is handled by a Burr
Brown chip, which deals with SACD's DSD 
format natively, while the analogue output is 
courtesy of familiar op-amps, feeding both the 
phono sockets and the balanced-output XLRs. 
Twin R-core mains transformers and plentiful 
regulators look after the power supply. The 
player is smart and well-featured, but like most 
SACD machines it's awfully slow at loading 
discs and the twist'n'push knob for track 
selection is let down by a display that's very 
slow to respond, making it annoyingly easy to 
overshoot the track one wants to play.

SOUND QUALITY
Some audio kit makes such a good impression 
in some areas that, for many listeners, its less 
assured performance elsewhere may be barely 
noticeable. That seems to be the case here. If 
our listeners' notes are anything to go by, this 
player has great clarity, ease and flow in the 
midband, but rather less extension and precision 
at both bass and treble extremes than some of 
the others managed. As so often happens, this 
is going to make it something of a matter of 
taste, with both sound and music preferences 
deciding who will like it and who will not.

Obviously, musical works that rely heavily on 
bass will be at something of a disadvantage 
and even for our most midrange-aware listener 
the Ian Dury track was the least successful of 
the programme. There's still plenty to like 
about it, including very fine clarity on the 
vocals, but the lack of drive from the (excellent) 
percussion section put the Sony's version 
behind the group average. On the other hand 
our classical track for voice and piano was 
thought very successful, with particularly 
realistic piano sound and lots of acoustic cues.

Full orchestra again showed a slight lack of 
bass extension, but what's there is well 
controlled and the overall balance is good. 
Perhaps the fine detail here is not quite the 
best of the group, but it's certainly in the top 
half. High treble in any music seems just a 
touch shut-in, but while this is detectable in 
rapid-fire comparisons with other players, we 
found that over a long period it's not 
bothersome - clearly a mild effect.

We also tried a few SACDs and felt that 
this player is particularly successful with the 
high-res discs. SACD treble sometimes comes 
across as a little indistinct, but here it was crisp 
and well-defined, while bass also seemed a 
shade more extended than on CD. HFC

LAB REPORT
It's pretty hard to find any cause for complaint 
here. Just about the only thing that one might 
legitimately criticise is a feature common to every 
player in this group and the vast majority of those 
currently available at any price; inadequate filtering 
above 20kHz. This means that legitimate music 
signals between 20kHz and 22kHz are 
accompanied by 'alias' frequencies a few kHz 
away, in turn possibly causing audible distortion 
due to intermodulation in loudspeakers. That 
won't be at a high level, but it could still exceed 
the level of 'regular' distortion which hovers 
around 0.0005% to 0.001 % at full output (any 
frequency), but drops rapidly with output level and 
basically vanishes under most conditions. Jitter 
appears to be just about measurable, but is 
certainly very low, while frequency response is as 
flat as the proverbial and noise is about as low 
as it gets in practice.

HOW IT COMPARES

1] Distortion » +20%

21 Jitter» +20%

3] Linearity» +10%

4] Dynamic range» +30%

5] Digital filter» +20%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement

Mdxirnurn output level

LH.ii L.ir .uro: r distortion

SiynjI tonoiæ ra!io
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}V 

0.0017% 

IOOdH
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VERDICT
SOUND

****
As a multichannel SACD 
player it's a rare beast: 
judged in stereo it's a fine 
player with excellent 
midrange. Slight lack of 
precision in bass and 
treble will bother some 
listeners more than others.

FEAnJRES

*****
BUILD

****
VALUE

*****
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CD players £W£2,200 [Ultimate Group Test]

YBAYC201
Budget-players performance is something of a mixed bag 
£890 a +33 01 60 12 51 00 (;1; www.yba.fr

F
rom the French designers at YBA, but 
made (like so many other components 
these days) in China, this model may 
or may not have anything definably Gallic 

about it, but is certainly rather natty. We're 
very much taken with its use of the display to 
indicate the function of the nine buttons on 
the front: unpowered, it tells you absolutely 
nothing, but once fired up is very easy to use. 
Round one to YBA.

The rest of the appearance is quite 
impressive for the price, the case being made 
mostly of aluminium, neatly shaped and fitted 
together and angular without having the skin
piercing sharp edges of one or two brands we 
could mention. The remote control is a definite 
point in YBA's favour, a solid-metal affair that 
feels and looks particularly impressive.

The electronic design is fairly conventional. 
A computer CD-ROM drive is connected via its 
digital output to an audio board that includes 
a familiar digital receiver, upsampling and DAC 
chips, plus a typical analogue output circuit. 
There's a conventional linear power supply 
based on an R-core mains transformer, and 
parts are of decent quality, if nothing 
particularly outstanding. We're not entirely 
sold on the idea of CD-ROM drives, for a 
couple of reasons: first, they are a bit slow to 
load a disc and second - rather more seriously 
- they have a marked tendency to make a lot 
of mechanical noise. This player is definitely 
one we'd rather have a good distance from the 
listening seat, as it emits a slightly tuned 
whistle that has a way of making itself heard 
above surprisingly loud music.

SOUND QUALITY
That apart, the sound has plenty going for it. 
One of those things, it should be made clear at 
the outset, is a degree of character that we 

anticipate not all audiophiles will care for. 
Some, however, will love it. One listener's 
comment sums it up well; "A bit lively, isn't it?". 
And yes, it does certainly seem to be that, in 
both good and bad ways.

Of course, there's nothing bad about lively 
as such - there's nothing worse than lifeless 
music-making. But it's not necessarily the job 
of music-reproducing equipment to put the 
life in, merely to preserve it as recorded and 
just occasionally we felt this player may be a 
bit too much of a good thing. It sounded 
great in our Ian Oury track, marvellously 
energetic and revelling the grit and sarcasm 
of the singer's delivery. But with the complex 
sounds of the Penguin Cafe Orchestra it 
seemed to be on the verge of hysteria, the 
carefully layered music lacking some control 
and precision.

Classical voice and piano produced generally 
neutral results, though the piano showed off 
the YBA's good bass extension and attack to 
advantage, but again Rachmaninov's orchestral 
fireworks seemed perhaps a touch on the over
excitable side. Experiments with further tracks 
in various musican veins confirmed that rock 
is a good stylistic match to the player, with 
quite a lot of jazz faring well too and, perhaps 
surprisingly, simple ballad-style stuff scoring 
quite a hit. That may well be more due to the 
player's appealingly neutral and unforced 
detail in the midrange, which suits voices well. 
High treble is a little congested and lacks 
some of the finesse of the best players in this 
group, but as mentioned above the bass is very 
good, with both presence and detail in plenty. 
What it doesn't manage quite so well is the 
tuned quality of instruments like double bass 
and gently-played orchestral timpani, but that 
may be splitting hairs when the essential bass 
quality is so very likeable. HFC

LAB REPORT
The most obviously unusual feature of this player 
- which will, however, only really matter in 
comparisons with its peers - is the output level, 
at about 1.3V, a full 4dB below the general average 
which is very audible. In a typical system, however, 
the only effect of that (apart from a need to turn 
the amplifier's volume control a little higher than 
usual) will be a very slight increase in effective 
amplifier noise floor. That's unlikely to be audible, 
as the YC201 itself puts out rather more noise 
than we'd like to see, including some 'tuned' noise 
that's presumably some kind of feed-through from 
the digital circuits. It's not easily audible at normal 
volume settings, but could well contribute to the 
player's slight lack of treble detail. Distortion is 
a little on the high side by current standards 
and jitter is also higher than average, worsening 
the noise floor slightly in the presence of very 
energetic treble.

HOW IT COMPARES

1 I Distortion » -4^o

2) Jitter» -20%

3) Linearity» -5^o

4) Dynamic range » -50%

5) Digital filter» -50%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual
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****
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VALUE

****

Something of a mixed bag, 
it does very well at 
portraying musical vigour, 
but rather less well with 
subtleties, becoming rather 
confused with complex yet 
tightly-knit music such as 
full orchestra.
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CD players £900^£2,200 [Ultimate Group Test]

CONCLUSIONS
These six CD players cover a lot of bases in terms of detail and performance

W
e were glad to be able 
to award some very 
high marks within this 
group and the particularly good 

showing by the Creek Destiny 
player, is very well deserved. 
We could hardly score it higher 
than four stars for features, 
when all it does is play CDs, 
but on the other hand it 
does that very well indeed. 
I t's a fine machine from every 
point of view and we would feel 
comfortable recommending it to 
almost any music-lover.

Given that, does Moon's player 
really add anything at its 

considerably higher priced 
I t's always hard making 
value judgements and some 
prospective purchasers might 
consider Creek and Moon models 
to be in completely different 
markets, but comparing the 
two we reckon that Moon's 
extra £800 has some JUStification 
in the slightly more refined 
sound it manages on occasion 
to produce.

On other hand, it doesn't 
always offer as clearly defined 
an image as the Creek. The digital 
input is good to have, but given 
what decent USB DACs cost 

that's not a major deciding 
factor. On the whole, we'd 
say the Moon is slightly more 
highly characterised than the 
Creek, but is most certainly 
worth a serious listen, if the 
price is acceptable.

The Sony is in a class of 
one here as an SACD player, 
but even with CDs it puts in 
a more than decent showing. 
The multichannel SACD 
capability is the major selling 
point, but we'd live with it 
happily enough in stereo. 
Shanling's idiosyncratic player 
is great for the inveterate 

tweaker - who could resist four 
players in one7 - but in any 
configuration seems more 
than capable of giving pleasure.

And that leaves the models 
from Electrocompaniet and 
YBA, which we found ourselves 
criticising on some rather similar 
grounds, including lack of detail 
and clarity in the high treble. 
What they do well is rather more 
differentiated, though, with the 
YBA being particularly energetic 
and fast-paced, while the 
Electrocompaniet offers an 
appealing midrange and some 
good bass definition, too. HFC

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS

AMPLIFIERS
ARCAM A38 £1,450
A detailed and very musical amplifier that's 

at home with any style of music

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 840A V2 £800
This sturdy powerhouse punches way above 

its weight and offers great insight.

LOUDSPEAKERS
ATC SCM19 £1,499
Needs a powerful amp, but rewards with 

exceptionally detailed and -cveahr-y sound.

BOWERS AND WILKINS BOSS £1,400
Can sound underwhelming at first, but a 

real grower thanks to its musical character.

» If the display can be switched of, 

do so for any serious listening. It often 

subtly improves resolution.

» Many CD players emit a just-audible 

mechanical whistle. The easiest 'cure' is 

not to place it too close to your listening 

seat and use the remote control I

» While most players aren't microphonic 

as such, resonances in their casework can 

be minimised with suitable feet and/or 

damping material placed on top.

>> Buy a CD lens cleaner and use it 

every month or two. Dust and grime is 

easier to remove before it gets baked on.

CD PLAYERS AT A GLANCE
Mifi "7^

1 ... ■ 1

\HI FI t -> t —

MAKE Creek Electrocompaniet Moon Shanling Sony YBA
MODEL Destiny ECC-1 CD3.3 CD-Rl^se XA54MES YC201

PRICE £1,400 £1,700 £2,200 £1,700 £1,200 £890

SOUND ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ***** *****
FEATURES ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

BUILD ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★
VALUE ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★

OVERALL ***** ★ ★★★★ ***** ***** ***** ★ ★★★★
CONCLUSION Very little character of its Outwardly attractive, but A well thought-out Flexible to an unusual A rare multi-channel It's a mixed bag, doing

own - presents the whole let down by grain in the player with sound that's degree, while in terms of SACD player: judged in well at portraying
music and nothing but upper treble and also by clear, detailed and presentation, sound is stereo it's a fine player musical vigour, but less
the music. A delight! slow disc handling. enjoyably energetic. clear in any mode. with excellent midrange. well with subleties.

KEY FEATURES I

ELKDIGO/P Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

OEADIGO/P Yes No No No Yes I No

CDR-W Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

CO RA No No No No Yes U No

BAUNCED 0/P No Yes Option No Yes No

OTHER BAEJDe None None None None SACD None

SIZEWXHXD 43x7x31cm 48.Sxl0.Sx39cm 43x9x33cm 43x6.Sx29cm 43xll.Sx39cm J|39x13x39cm

WEIG-o 6kg 9kg 8 kg lOkg lOkg 11.Skg

LAB CONCLUSIONS E • EXCELLENT • G = GOOD • A = AVERAGE • P • POOR

DISTOmON 0.0003% E 0.005%G 0.002% G 0.0015% E 0.0007 E O.OlA

JITTER <0.12ns E O.lSnsG O.lSnsG O.lSnsG <O.llns E OJnsG

LINEARITY <O.ldB E <0.ldB E <O.ldB E <0.ldB E <O.ldB E 1.SdBA

S/N RATIO lOSdB G 10/dBG lOSdBG 106d8G 108dBE HI 96dBA

STOPBAND REJECTION 95dB E 75dBG lOOdBE BOdBG 95dB E 66dBA
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Round-up
Here are the gadgets that successfully merge your iPod with your hi-fi

T
he success of the iPod range doesn't mean it's the only game in town for portable audio - but it is the best-supported product in terms of accessories and connection to other audio components,

Cambridge 
Audio iD50
Type iPod dock

Price I 100

Contact fit 0845 090 2288 ® www.cambridgeaudio.com

Apart from iPod-enabled products including the One andSonata mini-systems, Cambridge makes two iPod docks, the utterly basic iD10 and the present candidate. It is quite comprehensively featured, but Cambridge makes particular play of its audio abilities, which rely on 'quasi differential noise cancelling' circuits and audiophile-grade output buffers. Connections include audio output on phono sockets, composite video and S-video, and RS232 for multi-room installations. Two modes of operation are available, Simple Mode using the iPod's display, while Advanced Mode uses an attached TV as the display device. A remote control is supplied, which is rather larger and considerably heavier than most of its kind and we found that this makes it much nicer to use, though the feel of the buttons is a bit uncertain. Output level is two volts, the same as most CD players.Bucking preconceptions, this dock really brought out the best in
Onkyo DS-A3
TYPE iPod dock

PRICE El00

CONTACT 301628 473350 ®www.onkyo.co.uk

Onkyo has just announced the first affordable digital iPod dock, so are analogue docks now redundant? Not according to Onkyo’s representative, to whom we put that exact question.He pointed out, reasonably enough, that not everyone will have a digital input available, nor will they want to buy a separate DAC just for an iPod. Accordingly, this dock is optimised for extracting the most from an iPod's analogue output. It has much the same connections as most, though the provision of a component video output is not so common. You can use an external TV or the iPod's own display as monitor while operating with the iPod's own buttons or the supplied remote. Using the iPod's buttons is easier than on many docks, as this one has some weight to it and decent non-slip feet, so it doesn't slide away! The adjustable backrest for the iPod is a neat idea too. Output level is very low at 0.7 volts.We felt that the sound of this dock didn't quite match up to that of the Cambridge, but it's quite a close thing. There's plenty of detail to the sound and some impressive extension at both frequency extremes, but it doesn't quite hang together with the same convincing realism,

thanks to the docking connector on the base of all but Shuffle models. We tested four docks that allow iPods to connect to a hi-fi, using a 4th- generation iPod Nano loaded with uncompressed (wav) files as source.

HI-FICHOICEA straightforward, but 
flexible dock that gets the 
best out of iPods, with sound 
that can stand comparison 
with hi-fi separates.

A particularly well thought 
out dock, this one has a 
dynamic quality that’s always 
enjoyable, even if it's not 
quite the ultimate for insight.

VERDICT

our iPod and produced sound that we can honestly say deserves the term 'hi-fi'. More than with any other dock we've tried, the Audio iD50 can extract music from the diminutive players and make it bloom. There's real bass extension with very impressive grip and definition too, while midrange and treble are open and detailed. Images are well spaced out and have good stability; maybe not quite on a par with a good CD player, but not so very far behind. The overall presentation has poise, but also plenty of bite and attack when needed. Lest you think we're imagining things, we also measured the performance and got figures that wouldn't disgrace any CD player HFC

HI-FICHOICE
★★★★★

and as a result one is just that little bit less involved. All the there's a lively character in evidence, which makes the most of energetic rock, for instance, and for foot-tapping inspiration this is a hard act to beat. It's also quite dynamic, making the most of well- recorded classical tracks with their large changes in level. HFC
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iPod docks £79^100 [ Roundup ]

NAD IPD-2 VERDICT

CONTACT S 01279 501111 www.nadelectronics.com

VERDICT

TYPE iPod dock

PRICE £79

CONTACT 1201462 492090 ® www.rothaudio.co.uk

Sound is precise and tightly 
controlled. On occasion it 
verges on dryness, but in 
general this is a good, 
clear-sounding iPod add-on

We can't really recommend 
this to the audiophile, but it 
has its place and does what 
it claims to do for more 
undemanding music.

certainly welcome and a useful antidote to the rather vague quality of the bass on all too many recordings. Imaging is slightly less full than one might expect from a decent mid-range CD player, but is generally stable and believable. HFC

This dock differentiates itself from its rivals in one significant way. It incorporates a wireless transmitter in the actual docking part, which conveys the iPod's output to a matching receiver up to 10m away. This not only saves wires, but also allows the same audio signal to be used by more than one receiver in different rooms of a house. That apart, operation is much like most other docks. The iPod (or indeed, iPhone) is charged while in the dock and can be operated either using its own controls or with the dock's remote. Setup is simple enough with the transmitter and receiver detecting each other. The operating frequency can be changed to counter interference. It’s slightly confusing though that the transmitter actually seems to stop working if it doesn’t detect an audio signal, so the receiver doesn't pick up a signal until music is played. Both transmitter and receiver need to be connected to the S mains, so this is not a fully cordless system.Nor is it a fully transparent one in sonic terms. The business about not transmitting when there's no signal means that, for example,

01 ffering broadly similar connectivity to the Cambridge and Onkyo models (video output on an S-video socket only), this unit is, however, rather more closely tied to its manufacturer's own systems. It has a data port intended to connect to a matching one on a NAD home cinema receiver, which allows advanced functions involving an on-screen display to be used. Still, normal operation is perfectly possible using either the iPod's own controls or the NAD remote and sound will, of course, be the same. This unit also has a bit of weight added to its base, which makes it pleasant enough to use. Like Onkyo, NAD has not boosted the iPod's output level, which remains at the 0.7-volt native output level of the device. We're not keen on that feature, as it means the volume control must be turned up quite high on the amp, resulting in the odd nasty surprise if one then switches to CD without readjusting!But once again the sound makes a strong case for Apple's little music storage devices. We felt that the treble sounded a little tight and constrained through this dock, but its performance in the lower octaves is very likeable, with both grip and drive giving the music a real sense of purpose. There is also some good detail, especially in the bass: it may seem a little dry at times but the insight it gives is

fadeouts can be suddenly cut off, but what’s even more perturbing in highly dynamic music is the level of background noise and grunge that's often audible. If one is listening to typical iPod fare - bright and not particularly dynamic - the sound is quite lively and enjoyable with plenty of kick to it. Alas, subtler stuff such as classical, jazz or anything vaguely 'arty' does show clear signs of degradation HFC
Richard Black

HI-FICHOICE
★★★★★

HI-FICHOICE
★★★★★

Roth Audio 
RothDock

TYPE iPod dock

PRICE £95

One's automatic assumption is likely to be that a tiny, battery- powered, portable music player is not going to produce anything like real hi-fi sound no matter how one interfaces it At least three of these docks suggest that may be unduly harsh though and both our listening and measurements suggest that a current iPod 
through the Cambridge, NAO or Onkyo docks comes surprisingly dose to a good budget CD player with no special pleading needed. We'd place the Cambridge ahead by a nose, but the others are also good and of course match their makers' systems well. The Roth is more specialpurpose, but don't ignore the firm's other iPod-related products.
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Plug in, sit back and enjoy the experience.

ATLAS Cables
atlascables.com

High End 
Redefined
Welcome to the ulimate in high end connection.

Atlas Mavros and Atlas Asimi.

A range of pure copper and pure silver interconnects, availably 
fully balanced with XLR or pseudo balanced with RCA plugs, 
together with speaker cables that will quite simply astound you 
Visit www.atlascables.com 01 c all us now on 0800 731 1140 
for more information and to find your nearest stockist.

atlascables.com
http://www.atlascables.com


WIN! Competition

Grado GSIOOOi headphones anda 
Musical Fidelity V-Can worth £1,200!

£1,100 is a major investment to make in a pair of headphones, but as we opined in HFC 288 (December 2006), the original GS1000 more than paid its way. Better still, is the improved GSIOOOi - the 7 suffix denoting improvements to the drive units as well as a thicker cable with ultra high-purity, long-crystal copper- conductors. In HFC 325, Richard Black declared: "There’s no doubting the very high performance achieved by this model. One is aware, from the first few seconds of music, that the resolution is in a different league from most loudspeakers". Add superb tonal neutrality and a lively, dynamic presentation to the mix and the result is an outstanding pair of headphones.To ensure the winner of this month's competition can start enjoying the Grados straight out of the box, we’ve included Musical Fidelity's excellent V-Can headphone amplifier. Designed with a low-output impedance to drive even demanding loads, this little black box is fitted with both full-size and mini-jack sockets to eliminate the need for adapters, plus it provides a smooth, full-bodied, but punchy sound.

By entering a Competition you give permission to u* youi name,

For your chance to win this superb headphone and amp combo, please answer the following question:
QUESTION
What does the *i* suffix in GSIOOOi stand for?
A: Intense B: Imperturbable C: Improved

HOW TO ENTER
For your chance to win the GSIOOOi and V-Can, text Grado A, B or C to 
87474 or visit www.futurecomps,co.uk/grado and follow the 
instructions, leaving your selected answer and details 
where prompted.

Terms and conditions
To entei the Grado/Musol Fidelity competition, you can either (a) text yom 
answer to 87474 at any time between 10 December, 2009 and 6 lamrary, 2010, 
or (b) enter online al www fulmetomps to uk/grado with yom entry being 
received between 10 December, 2009, and 6 lanuaiy 2010 By sending your 
entry you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to 
receive details Of future offers and promotions iront Future Publishing 
limited and carefully selected third parties if you do not want to receive 
information relating io future offers and promotions, please include the 
word STOP at the end of yom text message or at the end of yom postal 
entry texts will be charged at i 1.00 plus your standard network tariff rate

Dy taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the 
Competition Rules, which are summarised below but c an be viewed in 
full at www iutuienetcom/lutiireorilrnc/compc'tibmiiules asp late ot 
incomplet',’ entries will be disqualified Proof ol posting (if relevant) shall 
not be deemed proof of delivery Entries must be submitted by an 
individual (not via any agency or similar) and. unless otherwise stated, 
are limited to one per household The Company reserves tlw right in 
its sole discretion to substitute any prize with c ash or a prize of 
comparable value Unless otherwise stated, thé Competitmn is open 
to all GB residents of 18 years and ovei, except employees ol 
future Publishing and any party involved in the cOmpetifiOft

Competition md for promotional purposes All entries will heroine 
the property ot the Company upon «»ceipt and will not be 
relumed You warrant that the i ompctiimn entry is entirely yom 
own work and not copied nt adapted from any other sonne, If you 
are a winner, you may have Io provide additional inlomiatKin 
Details of winners will he available on lequest within three months 
of the closing date. If you ate a winnet, leceipt by you of any prize is 
conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things) the 
Competition Rules You acknowledge and agree that neither the 
Company nor any assoc rated third parties shall bave any liability 
to you in connection with your use and/ot possession of yom prize.
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DEFINITIVE AUDI O

1. CEC TLOX Sett Drive CD Transport
2. Living Voice OBX-RW Loudspeaker in Ebony
3. New Audio Frontiers 845 SE Integrated Amplifier
4. KSL Kondo Neira Integrated Amplifier

I 5. SME 2012A Turntable with KSL Kondo iOJ Cartridge
6. New Audio Frontiers KT66 Legend Integrated Amplifier
7. Kore-Eda LLA-1 Control Amplifier & PLA-1 Power Amplifier

T. +44 (OJ 115 973 3222 E. shoul@definiliveaudio.co.uk ^^.deflnltlveaudlo.co.uk
Konno LIVINGVOICE

KSL Kondo I Uvlng Voice I New Audio Frontiers I Van Den Hui (cartridges) I SME I CEC I Kore-Eda I Sugden I Art Audio I Western Electric I Resotutton I Esoteric I Reson

mailto:shoul@definiliveaudio.co.uk
deflnltlveaudlo.co.uk


ChoiceCuts
New music reviewed and rated by our experts
Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

■■■■■■■

RED
King Crimson
E. C. Records

"'Morbid'I 'bleak' 
and 'displeasurable' 
were common 
descriptions, while 
Time Out stated 
that listening to Red 
would lead to 
'brain damage'."

Words by MarkPrendergast

Classic Album SB-

From negative critique to one of the 'most important albums ever 

made: King Crimson's Red is steeped in controversy

David Cross in 1974, the band that created In had, in Fripp's' 
The Court Of The Crimson King (see review in the main Crim 
HFC 327) five years previously was reduced to industry "forer

> music 
te

a classic power trio of Robert Fripp (guitar), Bill himself to the philosophy of Gurdjieff.
Brufora (arums) and Jolin Wetton (bass). 
Crimson entered Olympic Studios in Barnes 
with little or no material and a leader who 
seemed indifference itself. According to Bill 
Bruford: “It was a bad time, awful long silences, 
people staring at their feet. What made it 
particularly difficult was that Robert decided to 
withhold the passing of any opinion. When I 
asked a question the answer was 'it’s entirely up 
to you Bill!"'

The resultant album was exactly 40 minutes 
long and featured just five tracks. Its musical 
character is a live-in-the-studio feel showcasing 
an extreme chromaticism especially on the 
guitar-heavy title track and One More Red 
Nightmare. Its standout track though is 
Starless, which, with its slow ,Mellotron oP.ening ■ 

and beautiful aquamarine guitar solo by Fripp

When Red came out in October 1974, 
it was greeted with horror by the critics. 
“Morbid", "bleak" and "displeasurable" were 
common descriptions, while Time Out 
stated, in no uncertain terms, that listening 

iSWlS^aalE^^
Tlius tlie afOum sank m the UK. and only 
on the back of the previous year's touring 
did it manage to scrape the bottom of the 
American charts at 66.

As far as everyone was concerned that 
was that. Then grunge came along in the 
late 1980s and Kurt Cobain said it was one 
of his favourite albums of all time In the 
US, its reputation soared. By 2001, it was 
regarded as one of the most i mportant 
' lieav/ albums ever made and Crimson's 
greatest effort next to its 1969 debut.

harked back to 1969 and In The Court's... Reissued in 1989 and 2001, it now comes
Epitaph, from its balladic heart to its elevation 
i nto something more epic and resolutefx OTI as 
it progressed.

Wetton has a different take on Red than 
Bruford: “Well, we wanted to capture what we

remixed in a sumptuous new CD/DVD-A 
Deluxe eaition stuffed with out lakes, a 5.1 
mix and even a DVD performance.

John Wetton said, "When I do School of 
Rock in Philadelphia, 90 per cent of the

were like live aunng tlie previous year's touring kids will scream to play One More Red
because at that time we were a spectacularly 
good live band. Even though Robert had 
adoptea a passive attitude in the studio I

Nightmare. The album has a life of its own. 
Even Zeppelin played it safe, but Crimson 
was all danger, always playing live on very,

thought1We -Were onto sometliing really, really very thin ice. And in the studio, if you gave
good. We had George Chkiantz, the engineer 
who I rad worked so successfully with Jimi 
Hendrix, The Stones and Zeppelin and who 
wasn't afraia of distorted sounds and lie 
managea to put the genie in the bottle"

After a month of intense recording at 
Olympic, one which saw guest appearances 
from violinist David Cross, as well as an 
assortment of horn and reed players including 
Crimson original Ian McDonald, the album was

the tracks on Red to another band, they 
would sound totally different. It couldn't be 
played through a non-distorted clean bass, 
guitar and drum set-up. Bill was even using 
a kind of baking tray as a cymbal, which he 
found in a dustbin at Olympic. And what's 
amazing is that nothing on that album 
owes anything to anybody before, but it 
paved the way for Nirvana and then Tool 
and Muse today" HFC
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SMOKEY ROBINSON
Time Flies When You're Having FunRobso Records

Musk 

Sound

www. wrasserecords. comMusic: After clocking up 50 years in the music business, it seems that Smokey Robinson is still going strong. The honey-toned voice is a little richer now than in his classic Motown days, though not necessarily mellower, and he's still unafraid to soar high. While this isn't a reinvention album and sees Smokey sticking to his easygoing loverman RnB template, it does feature gorgeously crafted songs, brilliantly sung. Highlights include a mellifluous version of Norah Jones' Don't Know Why, while guests include nu-soul divas Joss Stone and India Arie, plus old schooler Carlos Santana.Sound: Recorded live in the studio, there's a close-knit, intimate, late-night feel to the sound, which allows room for a bit of heart and soul beneath the virtuosic sheen. DO

Musk 

SoundPINK MARTINI
Splendor In The GrassWrassewww.wrasserecords.comMusic: You might not recognise the name, but Pink Martini's music will surely be familiar, having featured in both The Sopranos and The West Wing. The fourth album from Oregon's global lounge-pop mavericks displays their retro charms to nostalgic perfection. Singer China Forbes - who, at times, sounds uncannily like Karen Carpenter - deadpans her vocals in various languages over Herb Alpert-style trumpets, Latin cocktail jazz, a smoochy cha-cha-cha, French chanson and 1920s' vaudeville on the unashamedly cute Bitty Boppy Betty.Sound: More than iust a novelty, underneath the old-fashioned gloss, there's serious craftsmanship at work, recorded with startlingly multi-layered clarity. NW

BOB DYLAN
Christmas In The HeartColumbiawww-columbiorecords.comMusic: If Dylan has grown tired of being everyone's favourite, ageing rock uncle, then he couldn't have hit upon a better way of becoming 'controversial' again. Making a 'seasonal' album is up there with going electric and getting 'born again' as a way of antagonising his core fans. Hearing him sing The Little Drummer 
Boy and Winter Wonderland in that familiar croak might have been a subversive commentary on festive fakery - yet they're delivered with apparent sincerity. Perplexing, to say the least.Sound: From the jingling sleigh bells to Dylan singing in Latin, you'd like to believe he's having a huge 'yo-ho-ho' at our expense. Only Christmas Blues hints at a grittier authenticity. NW

********HARMONIA & ENO '76 Musk 

Sound

Tracks & Traces (The Reissue)Groenlandwww.graenlond.comMusic: This 'krautrock' hybrid was created with Brian Eno in 1976. 11 pitted together Moebius & Roedelius from Berlin's Cluster, and Michael Rother from Dusseldorf's NEU1 in the Weser Valley in a farmhouse full of machines and cables. It was a pivotal point in the evolution of rock electronica and Eno's voice sounds as if he's singing on Mars. From these inscrutable loops and whirrs came the pop records of Bowie's Berlin trilogy and more.Sound: Originally released in 1993 by Sony Germany, the new issue updates that CD with a solid remaster and three bonus cuts. The sound is so vivid it's as if all these oscillating machines had a life of their own1 MP
86 HI-FI CHOICE | january 2010

http://www.wrasserecords.com
columbiorecords.com
http://www.graenlond.com


PALOMA FAITH
Do You Want The Truth ...

Epic 
www epicrecords. com

Musk 

Sound VERDI
Messa Da Requiem

Music 

Sound
*****
*****

Orchestra Dell'Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia
EMI (2-disc set)

Music: To give it its full title: Oo You Want The Truth Or Something 
Beautiful? is this 25-year-old singer/songwriter's debut album and beautiful, it certainly is. It's a glossy, glitzy mix of Billie Holliday- esque vocals, Kylie-style pop production and grand pop sermonising. Occupying a similar 'modern soul' corner akin to Amy Winehouse and Duffy, she marks her space with an On theatricality, but some strong songs too, including collaborations with Ed Harcourt and Mika.
Sound: It's a big sound with prominent strings, a barrel-load of effects and even a gospel choir, but it suffers from too much radio-friendly compression when it could have benefited from a more open, acoustic sound. 00
■ _____________________ l

www.emi.com
Music: The most operatic of all Requiem Masses, the four soloists don't spark off against each other in an obviously operatic manner, but the bold orchestral architecture and prominent choral parts certainly do. To these ears, at least, this is one of the most satisfying masses musically, perhaps not as immediately beautiful as the extraordinary rapt opening of Brahms Ein deutsches Requiem, but immensely satisfying.
Sound: This is beyond question a stunning version. Perhaps, the fact that the musicians are Italian helps them cope with the libretto, better than non-Italians and the sound is stunning too. AG

ENGLAND, MY ENGLAND
Choir of King's College, Cambridge
EMI (2 disc) set 
www.emi.com

Music 

Sound

Music: The programme material is primarily of popular hymns and motets dating from the Baroque to the present day. The music hails mainly from the likes of Elgar, Tallis, Britten, Ireland, Vaughan Williams, Purcell, Handel and Stanford. It consists, in some cases, of voices only, while others are accompanied by organ or orchestra. Some are bleeding chunks from more substantial works, others short complete pieces, including more familiar fare like Jerusalem. 
Music: It goes without saying that the singing is superbly polished, but the recordings, though serviceable, are rather woolly and over- reverberant. The set is barely documented at all, but it makes for attractive background listening. AG

****
****PORTICO QUARTET

IslaReal World
www.realworldrecords.corn
Music The 20-something Londoners' second album may not be as immediate as their Mercury Prize-nominated first, but it's a considerable step forward. Nick Mulvey's distinctive 'hang' (a sort of battered wok that sounds like a cross between a steel drum and a glockenspiel) still forms the defining hook of their sound, but Jack Wyllie's soprano sax offers continuously developing melodic interest. The pair are ably supported by Milo Fitzpatrick's double bass and Duncan Bellamy's sensitive drumming.I Sound: Recorded by pop indie producer John Leckie, the sound is dense, layered, but always clear, with the throbbing double bass tones given almost equal prominence with the hang and sax. DO<I
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■

Music 

SoundMARK OLSON
Salvation Blues

SALVATION

...yMT _^M ..
— — •^— — ^^.
Illustrated with photographs.

Diverse Records 180g 
www.diverserecords.com

This 2007 album is one of several solo 
works by Jayhawks singer/songwriter Olson and is 
a fine slice of country rock from a distinctive voice 
and first-class players. It reflects his break-up with 
long-term partner Victoria Williams and thus has a 
bitter-sweet quality for which the lap steel and 
acoustic guitar are perfectly balanced.

• Made in Oslo, this recording is both precise 

and lush, but avoids being too slick. It has the right
amount of edge in the mix and this serves the 
songs extremely well. JK

BOZSCAGGS
Silk Degrees
Columbia/Pure Pleasure 180g 
www.purepleasurerecards. com

Some time back, Simply Vinyl pressed the king 
of blue-eyed soul's most successful album, but PP
shows how it should be done with a gatefold sleeve
and the original US label. Made in 1976, its highlights 
are What Can I Say, Lido Shuffle, What Do You Want 
The Girl To Do and the standout Lowdown.

• Next to the SV print this has a remarkable 
depth of tone - it's relaxed yet more detailed - 
and there's a stack of extra detail, including newly 
revealed instruments. One suspects a different 
master altogether. JK

STRAVINSKY
Apollon Musagete, Pulcinella Suite 
Chamber Orchestra of Europe
Linn
SACD (stereo/multichannel hybrid disc) 
www. linnrecords. com 
Music: This recording by the young and highly 
talented Chamber Orchestra of Europe 
features two important neo-classical works: 
the rich, but spiky Pu/cine/la Suite, derived 
from a ballet score modified from l8th century
Italian composer Giovanni Battista Pergolesi and Apo/Ion Musagete, a wholly original 
score, which the composer described as 'ballet blanc', a work of great purity and unity, 
which is stripped down to the equivalent of using just the white notes on a piano. 
Sound: A first-rate recording, the performances are bright, clean and vivid. The action 
noises of some of the instruments comes through clearly, though never to the point of 
being disturbing. It also gives the sound an extra touch of authenticity. AC

Music 

Sound

RAMEAU
Pieces De Clavecin En Concerts
Ensemble Baroque Nouveau
Reference Recordings
24-bit HDCD
www.referencerecordings.com
Music: This series of five 'Concerts' features 
16 chamber pieces by French Baroque 
composer Jean-Philippe Rameau scored for 
harpsichord, violin, baroque flute and viola da 
gamba. It's more akin to the ethos of a 
modern jazz band than a standard classical
concert presentation and indeed they were designed to be played in an intimate 
domestic setting rather than any concert hall.
Sound: It's a deliciously endearing sound that opens a window on another era and 
Reference's lush 24-bit HDCD recording is precise enough to transport the listener to a 
smoky Paris salon, nearly 300 years ago. DO

Music 

Sound

KEITH JARRET
PARIS/ LONDON Testament
High-quality CD
www.ecmrecords.com
Music: This three-disc set contains Jarrett's solo 
Paris and London concerts in late 2008 and 
both events were clearly remarkable even by 
this pianist's high standards. The sheer variety 
of improvised material is unusual, but the fact 
that he manages to produce such moving and 
dynamic pieces under these circumstances is 
extraordinary. There's everything from the 
challenging to the rocking with plenty of solid left-hand drive for propulsion. Dark in 
places, joyful in others, this is indeed a testament to the skill of one of the greatest 
musicians of our era.
Sound: If you want to hear the dynamic and tonal range of any instrument, ECM has no 
equal. The result is powerful, solid and very, very real. JK

Music

Sound
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LCD & PLASMA SCREENS

Philips42PL9664 LCD TV
This new model features built in Wi-Fi web access, 
full HO, 2)OHz motion smoothing and with a cutting 
edge 1ms response time. Native contrast is i8),CX:1, 
although the new Ambilight Speara 2 rear-project
ing coloured LEDs are claimed to give a further 
'perceived' improvement in contrast And at only 
49mm thick, the'9664 is easily wall-mountable.

Denon AVR-2310
This award-winning NI/ receiver combines fine 
specification, solid build with breathtaking low-level

Pioneer SC-LX82
Bringing studio quality sound to your living room.
Pioneer's goal is for you to experience film and music just 
as the creators intended.

HI-FI SEPARATES

Panasonic VIERA TX-L37S 10
Award-winning 3rLCDlV Other screen sizes and ranges 
available including Plasma, Freesat and WirelessHO 
models. ALSO AVAILABLE TX-P42G 10 Plasma TV

ALSO AVAILABLE47PFL7404 LCD TV

Samsung 6000 • 7000 • 8000 Series 
Samsungs 200 range includes both full 1^080p LCD/ 
LED models including the award-winning UE46^^C.

Pro-Ject Genie MKlll
Replacing the Genie 2,the MKlll version includes a new 
motor, more stable motor base and a new tone arm 
with traditional anti- skate. Supplied with an OM3e 
Ortofon cartridge fitted, the Genie MKlll is available in 
Standard Black iMth 
White, Piano Black 
and Red finish 
options available 
at extra cost.

Cyrus
Following the remarkable'SeNo Evolution'CD players, 
Cyrus has introduced a range of amplifiers featuring 
circuitry developed for its DAC XRThe 8 XP d and Pre 
XP d include digital inputs - ideal for playing music 
stored on your computer - while the entry model, 6 XP, 
is based on the 8 XP but without the digital option. All 
also include two-zone multiroom capability.

Sim2 Domino 060
Designed to bring outstanding quality to a budget con
scious home cinema enthusiast. The projector features full 
HD(1920 x 1080) resolution and a 100(00:1 contrast ratio.

Optoma HD20^HD82
These new full HO OLP projectors from Optoma combine 
great performance with outstanding value for money.

BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS

Panasonic DMP-8060 & 80
These new players from Panasonic blend compre
hensive features with top-drawer picture and sound 
quality.

Denon DVD-2SOOBT BLU-RAYTRANSPORT
For faithful transmission of Fu!! HO video and HO 
audio signals bringing out the full quality of film

Sony BDP-S360 • S560 • S760 • S5000ES Pioneer BDP-320 • BDP-LX52Enjoy Blu-ray disc as it should be: Pioneer's BD-Live players deliver high-end picture quality.

Arcam FMJ Series -
Combining sleek design, flexible connectivity and a level 
of reprodudion far beyond that of budget separates.

The award-winning 'Servo Evolution'CD players CD6 SE, CD8 SE & CDX t SE/DAC X

Roksan Kandy K2
Roksan replaces its hugely successful Kandy series 
with the Kandy K.2 amplifier and matching CD player.

The dual mono designedTucana II uses three heavy-duty toroidal 
power transformers, has a refined bi-polar output stage and is . ' 
capable of swinging aver forty five amps of current for precise d 
control of the speaker ..;

Leema Antila II CD Player & Tucana II Amplifier 
With stunning sound quality and captivating good looks the 
new Antila II CD player features unique MD2 active differential 
multi-DAC converter technology.

„•

HOME CINEMA RECEIVERS HI-FI & HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS

DenonAVR-1910
Denons new AVR-Ukj CX recever del vers a hugey 
enterta n ng sound and represents outstand ng va-ue

Sony STR-DA5400ES • STR-DH800
These* two awa'd-winn ng -AN- 'eceve's f'om Sony del ve' 
except on> p'-'o'm.tnce Pictured ^RC^:.^^

Monitor Audio Silver RX6 AV12 Using techniques and materials from the Platinum and Gold ranges, the Silver RX series of slimline hi-fi and home cinema speakers are available in a choice of real wood veneers and high-gloss piano finishes to

Yamaha
Yamaha's new 2)0 range includes five new AV 
receivers, a home cinema soundbar, and two lV stands 
with built-in surround sound.

Onkyo
Onkyo raises the bar once again in the competitive world 
of home cinema with its TX-SR607 which features Dolby 
Prologic llz support.

complement any room. Also Available: Radius

Spendor
A5 and A6
The A5 offers exceptional 
performance in 
relation to its compact 
dimensions. New drive 
units ensure clear and 
natural mid-range 
and beautifully open 
treble. The A6 utilises 
technology developed 
whilst deveioping the 
ST loudspeaker iMth 
its asymmetrically 
sculptured tweeter 
faceplate and refined 
1&:m bas^mid driver.



B&W MT-25Combines award-winning satellites with a new subwoofer.

B&W MT-30
Award-winning 5.1 package including the PV-1 subwoofer

Wharfedale 
Diamond 10.1 This 10th generation version of the'80's classic combines insight, precision and control along with fine build and finish.

Q Acoustics
2000 Cinema 
PackSmart styling complements the Q Acoustics' award-winning performance.

PURCHASE M A%ANY A/V OR HI-FI ■ ■ st 
AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER / I ■; ■ ■
AT RRPAND CLAIM UPTO ■
OFF THE RRP OF THE SPEAKERS OF YOUR CHOICE*

*MAX RRP OF SPEAKERS £1000

available in highKEF KHT3005SEAward-winning 5.1 spe gloss black finish.

ALSO AVAILABLE Fazon A/VSpeaker Package

Dali Lektor
Dali complements its range 
with the Lektor 2_ Only 
slightly larger than the 
award-winning Lektor l, 
this new model represents 
outstanding value

ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

Denon D-M37DAB
Denon's micro systems are back. This award-winning 
model, available in silver or black, features a CD player, 
capable of reading MP3 and WMA discs, a DAB tuner, 
and 30W amplifier. Optional SC-M37 speakers.

Teac Reference 600
Award-winning system comprising the PD-H6CX) C0 
payer and AG-H60DNT receiver. Features include both 
wired and wireless network connections for internet 
radio

Arcam Solo Mini
Award-winning integrated CD, Radio and Amplifier 
with iPod control via optional rlead/rDock.

B&W ZeppelinThis award-winning iPod docking station ticks all the boxes: it's beautiful, solid as a rock and sounds amazing!

DS20 iPod Dock

ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES

and viewing
experience.

At Sevenoaks, accessories are not an afterthought. Come and hear the difference the right 
accessories 
can make ro 
your listening

ÍncClude:RIES soundstyleQ GRADO ^5

Aberdeen 01224 252797 
Bedford01234 272779 
Brighton Hove 01273 733338 
BristoO 0117 974 3727 ■ 
Bromley 020 82901988 ■ 
Cambridge 01223 304770 
Cheesea020 7352 96CX) 

Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Epsom 01372 720720 
Exeter01392 218895 « 
Gasgow0141 332 9655 
Guildord 01483 . 6

Hooborn 020 7837 7540 «

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO

Sonos BU250 Bundle
This multi-room digital music system lets you play your 
favourite tunes all over the house - and control them from 
the palm of your hand. You can even play different songs in 
different rooms.

Kingston 020 8547 0717 
Leeds Wetherby 01937 586886 
Uncoln01522 577397 
LougMon 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Manchester O161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603 767605 
Nottingham0115 9112121 
Oxford 01865 241773 ■ 
Plymorth 01752 226011 M 
Poole 01202 671677 H 
Reading 0118 959 7768 ■ 
Sevenoaks 01732 459555 ■

Sheffieed 0114 255 5861 ■ 
Sorthampton 023 8033 7770 
Svwndon 01793 610992 
Tunbridge Wdls 01892 531543 M 
Watford 01923 213533 ■ 
Witham Essex 01376 501733 
Yeovil 01915 700078 ■

Ireeand Dublin01 275 1100 
N.B Pricing may vary from the UK

CEDIA

CustomEl<edronlcD6CX)gnaxi 
tnstaSaHnnAssoCanon

■ Cedia Member

PLEASE NOTE DISCOUNTS OF 40% APPLY TO SELECTED END OF-LINE EX DISPLAY 
SPEAKERS ONLY. DISCOUNTS OF BETWEEN 15% & 30% ARE AVAILABLE ON NEW / 

CURRENT SPEAKERS DEPENDING ON THE BRAND & RANGE.
MOST. BUT NOT ALL. BRANDS ARE INCLUDED. NICWAOO. E&OE 

ASK IN STORE FOR DETAILS VALID UNTIL 06/01/2010

BLU-RAY DISC Sony BDP-S360.............................. ......  £139 or less!

PLAYERS Panasonic DMP-BD60................. ... £149 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com Sony BDP-S760............... ............... .....  £349 or less!

Denon DVD-2500BT...................... .... £439 or less!

A/V Sony STR-DH800............................ w, w £269 or less!

RECEIVERS Denon AVR-1910......................... .www £ SSAV.com

MOREatSSAV.com Yamaha RX-V1065........................ .ss i >> £529 or less!

Pioneer SC-LX82............................ ■ u».» £ SSAV.com

A/V Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema Pack wiw £499 or less!

SPEAKERS KEF KHT300SE K2........................... »w £699 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com B&W MT-25........................................ .m í iss £949 or less!

Mon Audio Radius R90HD10 s £1269 or less!

SCREENS Philips 32PFL7404........................ £569 or less!

Samsung UE37B6000 £879 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com Philips 42PFL9664......................... £ SSAV.com

Panasonic TX-P50G10................ £1049 or less!

HI-FI Marantz CD6003............................ £249 or less!

CD PLAYERS NADC545BEE................................ £279 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com Arcam FMJCD17............................ ..............£ SSAV.com

Cyrus CD6SE........................ ......... £899 or less!

HI-FI I Marantz PM6003........................... £249 or less!

AMPLIFIERS ‘ Rotel RA-04SE... . ................ ...........
iíwi.s». £299 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com Arcam FMJ A18 .......................... . .. ww £ SSAV.com

Cyrus 6 XP.......................................... >m . " £899 or less!

HI-FI Wharfedale Diamond 10.1..... wh» £ SSAV.com

SPEAKERS B&W 685............................................. ,i«p i £369 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com Monitor Audio Silver RX6 w. £749 or less!

SnpndorA6 ........ ; . £1989 or less!r ...........

SYSTEMS Denon D-M37DAB....................... ..... £189 or less!

Panasonic SC-BT200............. ...... £419 or less!

MOREatSSAV.com Arcam Solo Mini*.................. £749 or less!

Teac Reference 600*................ £999 or less!
* FREE WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 10.1 SPEAKERS

PLEASE NOTE Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any 
other offer (NJCWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 06/01/2010, E&OE.

SEVENOa<S
S O U N D & VISION

® WWW.SSAV.COM

MOREatSSAV.com
SSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
SSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
SSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
SSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
SSAV.com
SSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
MOREatSSAV.com
http://WWW.SSAV.COM


Solutions for better music & movies

mitete to Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 1 Bakkombe StoSt/Eel; London NW1. 6NW. Or email your l^^ to H
The pick of this month's best letters

Power without strings
Does anyone else long for the day when we 
don't have to rely on cables to feed power to 
components? Surely modern technology can 
come up with some way to 'beam' power from 
transmitters in the wall or in table tops to 
nearby equipment? I'm fed up of seeing a rack 
with wires dangling down the back, or having 
to choose between different mains cables as 
part of optimising my system.

Pasghetti via email

HFC The idea of wireless power transmission 

is hardly new. Back in the 1890s, Nikola 

Tesla, envisaged a time when electricity 

would be delivered to every home in the 

world, over long distances, without the need 

for cabling. This noble idea was to have 

been put to the test at Wardenclyffe Tower 

on Long Island, which he rather ambitiously 

hoped would be able to transmit power to 

the entire planet using coupled 

electromagnetic resonators.

Construction ceased in 1905, not because 

of any foreseen problems with safety or 

practicality, but because the financier and 

banker JPMorgan was worried there was no 

reliable way to bill users.

A century later, Marin Soljacic (on left with 

colleagues in right-hand picture), a physicist

"Surely modern technology can come up with 
some way to 'beam' power from transmitters 
in the wall to nearby equipment?"
at the Massachusetts Institute ofTechnology 

(MT) and his team decided to take another 

look at wireless transmission of power, this 

time on a slightly less grand scale.

The sorts of omni-directional antennas 

used to transmitTV, radio and wi-fi signals 

are one way to approach this challenge, but 

they're very inefficient as they radiate power 

in all directions, rather than focusing it 

precisely on the device which needs it. More 

directional alternatives require a clear line 

of sight, which would limit their usefulness 

around the home and the amount of power 

they could send for safety reasons. Instead, 

Soljacic and his colleagues opted for a pair 

of tuned coils, 60cms in diameter, designed 

to oscillate very effectively at a frequency 

in the low megahertz. With the coils hanging 

from the ceiling at a distance of two metres 

from each other, they managed to light a 

60-watt bulb, at a claimed efficiency of 45 
per cent.

This sort of research might offer hope to 

the 'spaghettically challenged', but it's 

probably a case of not holding your breath. 

11 goes without saying that the coils would

__ ___ i

LETTER OF THE MONTH
A RUSS ANDREWS

■ WORTH £45!

Letter of the month winners will receive an 
impressive Russ Andrews PowerMax mains 
lead worth £45, so drop us a line now:

Tempted by sticky roll
OK, this is probably a real blast from the 
past, but can I still get hold of one of those 
sticky little rollers for cleaning LPs and are 
they any good? Would it work on a CD?

roundthehorn via email

HFC The short answer is yes, you can still 

find them if you shop around. On the 

other hand, they're not wildly effective - 

they don't reach down into the groove the 

way a good carbon-fibre brush does. That 

said, when you lift it off, a brush often 

leaves a line of dust on the record which 

could be removed with a roller.

As CDs have a smooth surface, using a 

sticky roller would probably leave a 

smattering of adhesive behind - not a 

wise move. A weak (say 30 per cent) 

solution of isopropyl alcohol and distilled 

or purified water would be a good place 

to start.
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Readers' letters ¡^Choice Mail^

have to be made dramatically smaller, and 
insensitive to positioning (if they're not 
hanging in free space, they can become 
de-tuned, which would be ruinous for 
efficiency). The safety of the system would 
have to be investigated too, if large amounts 
of power are to be transmitted continuously. 
Beyond that, who knows what affect they 
might have on our beloved hi-fis. Maybe a 
whole new market for shielding will spring 
up to replace the one for mains leads and 
we'll all end up sitting in the sweet spot 
with foil on our heads like Mel Gibson in the 
film Signs.

Noise on line slows BT
In the Awards issue (HFC 326), several 
correspondents trot out what has become the 
computer industry's standard line: CD players 
and other physical media are things of the past 
and we can all download or stream whatever 
musical content we like.

Errrrrr, wrong! Where I live in south-east 
Northumberland, all of 25 miles from 
Newcastle, landline broadband, as recently 
checked with BT, is no better than 516 kb/s as 
our village is too far from the exchange and 
there is a lot of noise on the line. The mobile 
broadband I sometimes use, when the wind is 
in the right direction, gets up to the heady 
speeds of 1.5 Mb/s occasionally. This is useless 
for anything other than low bit-rate MP3 or 
some other awful sounding, lossily compressed 
format and certainly unusable for anything 
approaching SACD levels (yes, I have an 
SACD player). This has been the case for years 
and BT shows no sign of wanting to improve 
our landline so we can get the sort of 
broadband speeds taken for granted in the 
major urban centres.

Digital divide' It's alive and well in semi
rural England!

Dave Dallard via email

HFC We can but agree, David. Mobile 
broadband coverage is centred on highly 
populated urban areas; outside those, 
coverage is very patchy indeed. Even in city 
centres, reception can be hit and miss. We 
recently tried to get a signal in an office in 
Richmond with two different dongles and 
both failed to get beyond diaI-up speed,

"Many speakers may possess two pairs of 
binding posts, but that doesn't necessarily 
mean they'll sound best if they're bi-wired"

despite standard mobile-phone signal 
strength being good. The same often goes for 
landline broadband access, as you've found, 
particularly as engineering work out in the 
sticks can be very expensive for telecom 
companies. Like you, we'll keep on buying 
CDs and SACDs for the foreseeable future.

Dip your toe in
Last week I had a bit of time to kill and 
decided to realign my speakers, as they'd 
recently been moved and not put back 
properly. Whilst doing this I decided to give 
them quite a lot more toe-in than usual. The 
axis of the speakers firing line now cross in 
front of me rather than behind.

As far as I can tell, after a week of listening 
this way, the sound is much better than it was 
before. It's more dynamic, with better bass and 
stereo imaging. But while there's a general 
tightening up all round, the overall soundstage 
seems to have diminished. I used to get a 
stage that seemed to extend well past the 
speakers on either side, but now it seems quite 
a lot narrower and is mainly contained well 
within the width of the speakers.

Is this something others have experienced' 
Or am I imagining it?

samandgnaar via email

HFC Speaker positioning is one of those 
areas where the variables of room size, 
acoustics, and speaker response (on and 
off-axis) all come into play. Trial and error 
(and sometimes a bit of room treatment 
and response measurement) is the best way 
to find a compromise which works for you. 
For example, with speakers whose 
high-frequency output is very directional 
you're pretty much forced to listen with the 
speakers pointing right at you to get decent 
treble extension. Lowthers with their twin
cone, full-range units and some 
electrostatics spring to mind here.

The opposite is true for drivers which 
maintain a strong off-axis output and some 
are designed specifically to be angled, so 
their axes cross either in front or behind the 
listener's head. If this isn't done, the end 
result can be too much energy bouncing off 
side walls in its first reflection. This can give 
the impression of a wider soundstage, but it 
almost always comes at the expense of 

image precision and a less even frequency 
response, as you've found.

One way to arrive at a good set up is to 
use a relatively inexpensive measuring 
system like that featured in the report on 
the National Audio Show in last month's 
issue (HFC 327), where Advanced Acoustics 
were selling XXlZ's Room Analyser software, 
complete with calibrated USB microphone, 
for £155.

Will bi-wiring double the fun?
I want to upgrade my speaker cables, but am 
not sure which is the best way to go. Should I 
shell out on something like Chord Rumour 4 
and use bi-wire runs to each loudspeaker, or try 
Chord Odyssey 2 and use better quality links 
to connect the speaker terminals?

Boxedin via email

HFC There are plenty of acronyms on the 
internet and the one which applies to your 
situation is YMMV - Your Mileage May Vary. 
Many speakers may possess two pairs of 
binding posts, but that doesn't necessarily 
mean they'll sound best if they're bi-wired.

Personally, we'd be tempted to go for 
single runs of more expensive cable and try 
a little inexpensive experimentation with 
whatever alternative links you fancy 
between the speakers' binding posts. That 
extra pair of connections is usually much 
better put to use bi-amping than bi-wiring, 
if funds permit.
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Former Hi-Fi Cmce editor 
Paul is widely regarded 
as the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker e){J)ert and is 
on hand to answer your 
speaker questions.

With more than 40 years 
as an enthusiast under his 
belt. Jimmy is one of the 
country's besLknown hifi 
wbvfL He's also HTCr 
'Mr. Tweaker'.

Richard is a professional 
musician and recording 
engineer, and a highly 
knowledgeable hi-fi analyst 
t boot. If your question is 
technical, he's your man.

Ask Us
Cot a burning hi-fi question? Find the answer here...

Send your queries to:
Ask Us, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWI 6NW. 
Or email your queries to: hifrchoice@futurenet.com

MALCOLM STEWARD
Former editor of Hi-Fi
Review Malcolm 
was one of the best-knon 
and most
reviewers of the 1980s and
1990s. Still going strong, he 
only writes for Hi-Fi Choice.

ALVIN GOLD
Alvin has been wTh-g 
about his obsession for 
more than 25 years. He 
has eqpew? across all 
product types and despite 
the pnoto s 'happy to be 
of service'.

||Jason Kennedy was 
a former editor of 
Hi-Fi Choice and spent an 
incredible 17 years on the 
title. Now he’s back on the 
magazine as a freelance 
writer and hi-fi expert.

Help me with my CD life
I need some advice about upgrading my CD 
player and I was wondering what you would 
recommend. I'm using as the heart of my 
system, a Yamaha CR-1020 receiver from the 
very early Eighties that produces a big, rich 
sound, which is very pleasant and easy on 
the ears. The speakers are Mission 774s, 
which I've bi-wired with Sonic Link cables 
and my CD player is an Arcam Alpha 7.

I listen to jazz, vocal and ambient music 
and want to spend around £750. At this 
price there are plenty of components to 
choose from, so I need to whittle these down 
to a shortlist of maybe two or three players.

Darren Lines via email

HFC One of our favourites at this price 
point is Marant's SA8003, With it you 
gain not only the benefit of SACD 
playback, but you also get a player that's 
capable of a musical, punchy, rhythmic 
sound, along with a tonal balance, which 
should gel well with the warmth of your 
Yamaha. Just as capable, is Roksan's 
Kandy K2 player, though it's red-book only. 
As ever, whichever decision you make is 
best based on a demo in your own system.

On a different note, given the age of 
your receiver, it may be worthwhile having 
it re-capped by an experienced engineer, as 
the electrolytics will almost certainly be 
past their best, even if the receiver 
apparently works perfectly and hasn't had 
much use over the years.

Naim that preamp
I have a Linn Wakonda preamplifier and a pair 
of LKlOO power amps driving Bowers and 
Wilkins 602 Series 3 loudspeakers. My CD 
player is a Linn Karik. I am thinking about 
getting a better preamp, but I'm not sure 
which route to take: do I go for a Linn Kairn, 
or a Nairn with power supply?

I W Kelsey via email

HFC As you don't mention specific budget 
limitations, we're assuming you have around 
£500 to spend on used equipment: the 
Kairn is now only available second-hand, 
with prices averaging £400-£500, 
depending on age, condition and whether or 
not the phono stage has been fitted by the 
previous owner.

A Kairn would represent a clear 
improvement in all aspects of sound quality 
compared to the Wakonda and would fit 
synergetically with your other Linn 
equipment. Although Linn and Nairn are 
traditionally considered partners when it 
comes to system-building, the results can 
occasionally be unpredictable, so exercise a 
little care here. For an outlay similar to what 
the Kairn is likely to cost, you should be able 
to track down something like an NAC 72 
and Hi-Cap power supply, although on a 
good day in a classified section or online, 
you might be able to go higher up the ranks 
of Naim’s preamps.

Wired for sound
I need to ask you a favour. I am looking into 
some cables for my system and am hoping 
some of your gurus could help me out on 
deciding which cables to buy.

My system is a Vincent TAC 34 tube amp 
driving Monitor Audio RS8 speakers, with a 
Chordette Gem and Marant2 CD 6002 as 
sources. The cabling is a bit of a mix: van den 
Hui CS122 to the speakers, Ecosse Conductor 
CA1 and Transparent The Link 200 to the 
sources, and Nordost Magus to the mains.

I find the vdH sounds quite bright, so I was 
thinking of replacing it with the Atlas Hyper 
2.0 or 3.0 or the Hyper bi-wire, with Atlas 
Equator Mk2 interconnects.

Kerem Zorlu Turkey

HFC As far as the choice of speaker cable 
goes, we'd suggest you try the Hyper 2.0 
first, as you might find the 3.0 has a less 
neutral overall balance, thanks to a slightly 
subdued top-end. The Hyper bi-wire's 
balance is tilted more towards the treble, 
and you might find it too close to the vdH in 
terms of brightness. The Equator, however, is 
a revealing, neutral interconnect, which can 
sound very good indeed. If it doesn't hit the 
spot, you might want to consider something 
rather more unusual in the form of the DNM 
Reson TBBlOO. This has a very smooth, 
natural, sophisticated presentation when 
used in the right system.
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Spatially challenged
After a house move, my listening room has 
been forcibly downsized so that it's now 
only 12 feet long by eight feet wide, 
although it only has to host an Arcam Solo 
Mini rather than a rack full of larger 
components. My problem now is which 
speakers I should get as I'm keen to avoid 
boomy bass or other room-related problems 
in such a small space. What would your 
advice be7

5 Pearson Hull

The size of your room does 
undeniably make it tough to get good 
bass from a pair of speakers, either with 
or without a sub. You might find Bower 
and Wilkins's CMl on a pair of tallish 
stands work well, though they have a low 
sensitivity of only 84dB and ideally 
require fair reserves of power to drive to 

decent levels. As the Arcam has a mere 
25 watts on tap, this could be an issue if 
you like your music on the loud side. At 
87dB, AVI's Neutron Fives would probably

Happy birthday
Lucky me - my wife has decided I can 
upgrade my old Rega P3 for my 40th 
birthday. Not only that, but I am apparently

be a better bet and should certainly be on 
your audition list.

Make sure you position your new 
speakers carefully. Despite the fact that 
space is at a premium, try to avoid 
pushing the speakers right back into the 
corners as this is the most effective way 
to drive room modes and get loose, 

overwhelming bass. You might find that 
a strong toe-in is also needed so that the
tweeters' axes 
cross in front 
of your head, 
thereby 
reducing the 
level of first 
reflections 
coming from 
directly behind 

you. A rug, or 
something 
similar, hanging 
behind your head, 
might help 
slightly too.

allowed to shell out £1,500-£2,000 on itl As 
you can imagine, I'm a happy anorak, but I 
need some advice on where best to invest.

liquoricepizza22 via email

HFC For starters, many happy returns! You 
don't mention if you're considering 
upgrading your arm and cartridge as well, 
but the RB300 is a fine starting point from 
which to upgrade at a later date, as long as 
you steer clear of unusually heavy or low- 
compliance cartridges. It has the additional 
bonus of being highly tweakable in its own 
right with counterweight and structural 
mods from a range of companies.

In HFC 324, we lined up six of the best 
turntables from £1,400-£1,750 and found 
some very impressive performers. In our 
opinion, the all-round winner and most 
expensive deck in the test was the Townsend 
Rock 7, which produced very solid, detailed 
results from vinyl. That said, it lacks the sort 
of warmth which many listeners associate 

with vinyl. The Funk Firm's V2 has a more 
beguiling, but still substantial way with 
records and would come in below £1,400 
without arm. If your budget's elastic, it 
might stretch to the same company's Saffire, 
whose three-dimensionality, transparency, 
low-noise floor and spot^n tunefulness are a 
true winning combination.

Don't rule out Linn's Majik LPl 2, the latest 
version of the perennial Scottish turntable, 
although its ability to follow a tune is 
balanced against dynamics and treble that 
would benefit from more extension and 
impact For looks, and soundstaging, the 
Michell Gyro SE is another strong contender, 
but not the most musical of decks.

Let me rock!
I am about to replace my decade-old hi-fi, 
offering my Linn CD and amp with KEF Q35 
speakers to my daughter. (There's a good 
advert for separates - passing them on after 
10 years rather than taking them to the tip 
after five I)

I have up to £1,500 to spend on each 
component excluding turntable - I'll be 
hanging on to my Pro-Ject deck for the time 
being. If I bought the Cyrus 8 CD and pre/ 
power combo, what floorstanders would you 
match them with7 Would spending the money 
on an integrated at £3,000 be a better idea 
sound-wise7

Whatever the system, it will need to cope 
with loudish Rock in a biggish room.

tgraham via email

HFC As well as the potential benefits of the 
separation of power supplies, pre and power 
amps offer an upgrade route that is not 
usually available on integrated versions. 
Bi-wireable speakers can be bi-amped too. 
This offers a major improvement in sound 
quality for the added cost of the second 
power amp, usually in greater slam, 
dynamics, clarity and overall control. On the 
other hand, there are a lot of very impressive 
integrated amps being made nowadays and 
an integrated is but a single box, which will 
save you the cost of an interconnect and one 
shelf's worth of space in a rack.

If you were to choose a full Cyrus 
complement of electronics, you'd have a 
couple of options for the amps. The X Power 
stereo costs around £1,000, while a PSX-R 
would add another £500. Alternatively, a 
pair of 8 Powers would enable the 
aforementioned bi-amping and the extra 
grunt it provides, for not that much more 
cash. On top of this, they could be upgraded 
at a later date with PSX-Rs, if you wanted to 
stay with Cyrus gear. The Pre XP d would top 
off the system.

On your shortlist of integrated amps 
should be designs like the ATC SIA 2-150, 
the Plinius 9100 and the more expensive □
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□ Leema Tucana II, all of which have sufficient 
power to fill a larger than average room, not 
suffer under the strain, and become rough 
around the edges in the process.

The Plinius would probably benefit from 
floorstanders with a marginally leaner bottom
end, as its bass can be a touch dominant just 
every now and again. Amphion's Helium 520 
is commendably neutral and coherent, has real 
imaging precision and a measured sensitivity 
of 90dB, which lightens the load on the amp. 
For the ATC and Tucana, the Amphion would still 
be fine, if on the dry side. Otherwise, for excellent 
imaging and soundstaging, there are the 
Aurousal VS with its amp-friendly 90dB sensitivity 
and Bower and Wilkins's CM9 (89dB), although 
both would stretch your budget.

Cans really can
I've never been a huge fan of headphones in the 
past, but the arrival of children means that I can't 
spend an evening listening at the sort of levels I 
used to. The fact that those little fingers seem to 
have been unable to resist the painfully expensive 
temptation to push in the tweeter domes and dust 
caps on all of my friends' loudspeakers is an 
additional incentive to consider making the switch 
from playing music through loudspeakers to 
listening through a pair of headphones.

Given my reluctance in the past (based on the fact 
that I've found it quite difficult to adjust to the way 
music is presented through headphones), I want to 
see how I get on with them without splashing out 
yet on a really high-end pair of electrostatics, for 
example. I have a budget of about £300, though I 
could go as high as ESOO for something which 
really is exceptional.

quadever via email

HFC Looking for some new headphones is a nice 
position to be in as there's a lot of competition 
between manufacturers these days. This means 
that you're spoilt for choice.

The first decision to make would be whether 
to go for in-ear types, or supra- or circumaural 
models. If you're not planning to use your cans 
with an MP3 or some other form of mobile music 
player, you can probably cross in-ear off the list, 
as they're rarely as comfortable for long listening 
sessions as circumaural, and they won't warm 
your lugs up either.

Sennheiser's HD600 (reviewed in HFC 300) and 
HD650 (HFC 312) are both low-distortion 
devices, with unassuming clarity and precision 
which won't immediately leap out as impressive, 
but rewards long-term listening. Bass is full, but

neither loose nor overpowering. If you're after a 
leaner presentation with flatter frequency response, 
Denon's AH-02000 (HFC 309) is a great all
rounder. It manages a rare feat with the clarity of 
its imaging and soundstaging too, with convincing 
depth as well as width. For this reason, it might be 
the one to audition first as you make the transition 
from loudspeakers to headphones. That's because it 
bears more of a resemblance to a loudspeaker in 
the way it portrays the space of a venue than many 
others at its price.

If you are going to be using cans while you're out 
and about, Sennheiser’s circumaural PXC450 noise
cancelling headphones (HFC 302) work very well in 
both passive and active mode. In active mode, it's 
surprisingly effective and natural when it's 
switched on with a single AA battery lasting for 
about 25 hours.

Otherwise, Audio-Technica's ATH-CKlO and 
Sennheiser's IEB (both HFC 319) in-ear headphones 
are both very good, with plenty of detail but an 
unfatiguing character, which contrasts strongly 
with the boom and tizz of cheaper alternatives.

For a more revealing and analytical presentation, 
Etymotic's ER4P is well worth sampling, but is very 
fussy about positioning and takes some practice to 
get right; until you get it bang on, there's midrange 
but precious little else.

Spit and polish
I t's a rainy Sunday afternoon; you've already 
alphabetised your entire LP and CD collection 
and even made sure the discs are in the right 
sleeves and cases. So what else can you do to 
tweak your system to get the best out of it7 
Well, contacts become dirty over time, 
especially in a smoking household, so there's 
a few forms of fiddling to which the 
inveterate tweaker can resort, in order to 
while away the hours without having to crack 
open their wallet and spend some cash.

You can go beyond polishing signal 
connections, as the three pins in IEC sockets 
on the rear of most hi-fi components can 
become oxidised, which increases their 
resistance. The same goes for the surfaces of 
the connectors inside the IEC plug at the end 
of the mains lead itself. All it takes to remedy 
this situation is a quick, light squirt of switch 
cleaner and plugging the I EC connector into 
i ts socket and removing it again five or six 
times. Servisol is a popular brand of cleaner, 
and there are plenty of others to choose from, 
li ke Caig. It goes without saying that you 
should always switch off and unplug any 
components and mains leads you intend to 
clean and be fully aware of what safety 
measures are required when it comes to 
working around mains electricity without 
harming yourself. In other words, unless you 
know what you're doing, don't do itl

Pins on wall plugs can get surprisingly 
grubby, especially if the wall socket is decades 
old. Turn the socket off, pull the plug from the 
socket and go through the same procedure as 
with the IEC connector. In fact, while the 
mains cable is disconnected at both ends, 
take the top cover off the plug and make sure 
the live, neutral and earth are all screwed 
securely into their respective pins. If the 
conductors are broken or tarnished, trim a 
centimetre or so off the end, cut back the 
insulation carefully (you don't want to cut 
into the copper itself), and refit to the pin. 
This can be wise not only for the sake of 
sound quality but also for avoiding potential 
short circuits within the plug. The persistent 
may wish to solder the end of the cable into a 
ring for a really solid fastening to those pins, 
which have round studs at their tops.

Conductors deform over time under 
pressure from a screw and will almost 
i nvariably become loose. Again, if you're fully 
aware of how to work safely around mains 
electricity and have switched the mains off at 
your fusebox, you might want to consider 
removing the wall sockets to tighten the cable 
ends there too, or trim them back to reveal 
fresh metal. If the plug pins or wall sockets 
have really dirty surfaces, think about 
replacement rather than cleaning. If you feel 
sufficiently confident of your safety, try 
tightening the screws which hold the wiring 
i n place in the fuse box as a final touch.

january 2010 | Hl fl CHOICE 97



Made in Japan -
Pioneer Spirit

Jon Marks sings the pmises of the Pioneer CO p/ayer dynasty

W
hen an expectant public first greeted 
CD, there prevailed the unswerving 
belief that this radically new format 
would transform the audio landscape - the 

white heat of technology was making its 
presence felt again, this time in the land of the 
listener. Where before, sound had been 
preserved for posterity as minuscule signals 
magnetised into an oxide layer on fragile tape, 
or cut into the surface of a plastic disc, the 
aluminium foil carrying CD's precious cargo 
wasn't prone to noise, degradation, speed 
variation or any of the other bugbears which 
plagued analogue systems. On the other hand, 
as the manufacturers of players soon began to 
discover, attempting to recover the musical 
signal was a rather more involved process than 
had first been thought.

As generations of players came and went, the 
natural selection of experimentation, 
measurement and listening began to hone the 
DNA of CD-replay equipment. To paraphrase a 
marketing slogan coined by a well-known 
Scottish hi-fi manufacturer, 'rubbish bits in equal 
rubbish bits out'. In other words, the recording 
on the silver disc might have had 16-bit 
accuracy, but that didn't mean the signal 
reaching the DAC would, or that the analogue 
output signal would achieve the potential 
maximum signal-to-noise ratio or dynamic range.

Pioneer, like other manufacturers, realised 

that there were a number of key criteria which 
had to be addressed in the design and 
construction of a CD player: a low-error RF 
signal with good S/N ratio from the laser and 
its associated processing electronics; low- 
distortion, low-noise digital-to-analogue 
conversion; and quiet, linear analogue circuitry. 
I n 1987, the fruits of Pioneer's research 
appeared in Japan as the PD-3000 and 
elsewhere around the world as the PD-91.

With its Urushi veneer side cheeks, 
understated gold trim, 14kg mass and acres of 
copper plating, the PD-91 was frankly not 

"The look and build of this machine are a 
world apart from the biscuit boxes full of 
air which constitute the bulk of CD players"
messing around when it came to playing CDs. 
Pioneer created a bespoke mechanism to 
implement its ideas on maximising the fidelity of 
the signal emerging from the transport section. 
Although the company's renowned Stable 
Platter technology wouldn't appear until l 992's 
PD-95 flagship model, it clearly recognised the 
importance of ensuring the disc spun smoothly 
so the laser could track it easily.

The mechanism was designed with 
experience Pioneer had gained in the 

construction of its laser disc players, where the 
reading of the heavy discs had posed problems 
beyond those associated with CD. The base was 
a copper/resin laminate and the motor a high- 
quality brushless DC-type, mated with an 
oversize magnetic clamp to reduce flexing and 
vibration within the CD itself. The linear-rail 
pickup sled was superbly built, moving almost 
perfectly smoothly on a magnetic slide bearing. 
Not only was this system virtually wear-free, it 
was near-silent and fast in operation - it was 
capable of reading the TOC (Table Of Contents) 
of a disc and moving between tracks very quickly.

The four photo detectors in the non-resonant, 
cast-resin pickup block and the way their 
output was processed, formed Pioneer's 
Accu-Focus system. Having passed through 
redesigned optics, the signal from the pair of 
detectors on the leading edge of the block 
(which were first to receive the reflected light 
from the laser) was delayed so it could be 
averaged with the signal from the second 
detector pair, thereby improving the S/N ratio 
and read-accuracy. One of the reasons Tom
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Precious little inside the PD-91 escapes copper plating, including the RF shielding and transport

Copper plating is taken to an extreme inside the 
PD-95, the first player w'th a Stable Platter mech

Evans chose the Pioneer PD-904 as the basis 
for his Eikos Precision player was the quality of 
the signal from the transport section and these 
days, companies spend considerable time and 
effort optimising the mechanical and electronic 
characteristics of mechanisms to extract the 
cleanest possible output.

Noise and accuracy are just as much the 
enemies of DACs. As the 16-bit signal moves 
through a player's digital section, it is subject to 
noise on power supplies and processing errors. 
In the late eighties, what started out as a signal 
with 16-bit accuracy could easily end up as one 
with 14-bit accuracy by the time it was heading 
for the analogue stages. In the PD-91, Pioneer 
fitted the latest 18-bit converters. On top of 
this, a single l6.9344MHz master clock was 
used to drive the fluorescent display as well as 
the ICs in the digital section, to eliminate the 
'beating' caused by multiple clocks operating at 
different frequencies.

Once the music had entered the analogue 
domain, in critical signal areas it was treated to 
carbon composite resistors, chosen for their 
sound quality, rather than metal film types. 
There were audiophile film and electrolytic 
capacitors as well, and the digital output 
circuitry could be turned off (as could the 
display) to minimise the noise their operation

The retail PD-95 looks great, but the prototypes 
had solid, not pressed aluminium body panels

imposed on supply rails. Although the Japanese 
PD-3000 variant sported a number of push-pull 
regulators with low output impedance on its 
completely different audio board in place of the 
PD-91 's more prosaic 78xx and 79xx three-pin 
regs, in all there were no fewer than 16 power 
supplies and 11 regulators spread across the 
PD-91 's circuit boards. The mains transformer 
was even mounted externally on its own 
platform on the rear panel to exclude its 
vibration and stray magnetic fields.

One clear visual indicator of the PD-91's 
pedigree was all of that copper plating, which 
Pioneer claimed was applied in order to reduce 
magnetic distortion in the chassis and its 
fasteners. The bottom plate was l.2mm-thick 
steel, pressed with Pioneer's signature 
hexagonal indentations to improve its rigidity.

The international PD-91 has a single mains 
transformer, the Japanese PD-3000 two 

I nside, parts of the transport and all the RF 

shielding were copper-plated, as were the 
heatsinks on regulators.

As an erstwhile owner of a PD-91, the two 
lasting impressions I was left with were of an 
engaging, musical sound and real pride of 
ownership. The look and build of this machine 
are a world apart from the biscuit boxes full of 
air which constitute the bulk of CD players, then 
and now. It's also very tweakable for those with 
an interest in hi-fi DIY - swapping passive 
components is relatively easy and regulators 
and op-amps can be upgraded as well. All of 
this, along with improving the decoupling 
around the master clock and DAC, can 
produce some very worthwhile improvements 
to the sound.

I n stock form, the PD-91 has a smooth, 
solid, enjoyable sound, with the sort of 
lively, rhythmic presentation which even 
now some 20 years on, is often missing in 
many CD players. There are no rough edges 
to cut short listening sessions, but it doesn't 
gain smoothness at the expense of drive or Cl

CAVEAT EMPTOR
One of audiophilia's little ironies is that 
it's actually easier to keep an old turntable 
running for years than it is an old CD 
player, as replacement lasers, at least for 
many models, are difficult to obtain. To 
be fair to manufacturers, keeping a full 
inventory of spares for all players which 
are 20 years old or more would be wildly 
impractical, but stocks of parts for high- 
end equipment would be nice.

In the case ofthe PD-91, one unusual 
problem is that of the laser focusing lens 
falling off. It appears that the adhesive 
holding the lens in place might weaken 
over time; my lens fell off while the player 
was being transported (even though I'd 
locked the transport as required during 
transit), and I've heard the same from 
some other owners. It is possible to glue 
the lens carefully back in place, but that, 
and the subsequent readjustment, is best 
left to a qualified technician.

If you're thinking of buying a PD-91 (or 
any 'vintage' CD player for that matter), 
try to see it in the flesh and take along 
some CDs to test it with. A full-length 
(80 minutes or so) shop-bought album, a 
scratched disc and a CD-R (recorded either 
on a CD recorder, or recorded at low speed 
on a PC), should tell you how healthy the 
mechanism is. If the 80-minute disc is a 
struggle, the player either needs a new 
laser or readjustment; if it reads the lot, 
and moves quickly between tracks, it 
should be fine. If you have a lot of CD-RWs 
in your collection, you'd be better off with 
a more modern machine.
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Made in Japan [Feature

(Below) The PD-91's transport was specially built for the player rather than being an off-the-shelf item

(Below) The PD-91's veneered side cheeks were a deliberate attempt to damp vibration in the chassis

(Below) The PD-95's Stable Platter mechanism was considerably more complex than standard mechs

STABLE PL IERS
)he PD-91 is a lovely machine, but 
Pioneer really pulled out all the stops five 
years later with 1992's PD-95 (or PD-T09 
as it was known in its home market). 
This 20kg behemoth was the first of the 
company's players to feature the Stable 
Platter mechanism.

As a CD spins on the end of the motor 
spindle, it will often vibrate. This vibra
tion makes reading the surface of the 
disc more of a challenge for the laser, 
forcing the focusing circuits to work 
harder. In a Stable Platter mechanism, 
the CD is placed face-up on a small 
turntable and clamped in place with an 
overhead puck. Like TEAC's VRDS 
mechanisms (which work the other way 
up), this approach holds the entire sur
face of the disc flat against a turntable, 
preventing it vibrating (although it obvi
ously fails to deal with the lesser problem 
of eccentrically pressed CDs).

In the rest of its construction, the PD-95 
was even more lavish than the PD-91 and 
the PD-93 which followed it. As you can 
see in the pictures taken by mayro on the 
Swedish Sweet Spot Forum, copper has 
been used not only throughout the main 
structural areas of the chassis beneath 
the aluminium panels and the transport, 
but also in the foil wrapped around all the 
power supply electrolytic capacitors. Three 
transformers, mounted inside the case 
this time and under a perforated, copper- 
plated screen, power the player's various 
sections. There are balanced as well as 
single-ended outputs, both implemented 
as discrete class A FET circuits. The 18-bit 
DAC has been replaced too, with Pioneer 
employing its own 1-bit DAC and Legato 
Link Conversion, which has divided opin
ion amongst audiophiles ever since it was 
first introduced.

involvement - this machine's just as capable 
of handling Marley as it is Mahler. Separation 
and precision still hold up well despite the 
intervening decades, and full-scale orchestral 
music is easy to follow and benefits from 
natural tonal colour, even if those 18-bit DACs 
can't match modern counterparts when it 
comes to transparency and three-dimensionality. 
At the end of the day, low-level linearity has 
come a long way since 1987, though turning off 
both the display and the digital output does 
help. As a transport, particularly after it has been 
clocked, the PD-91 makes a fine second-hand 
buy, as a good, current DAC addresses the 
original's weaknesses

The PD-91 is a classy, intelligent link in the 
chain of the evolution of the CD player. As 

Trio Kenwood had done in the design of its 
L-07D direct-drive turntable, Pioneer directed 
its research towards identifying and solving 
the problems of CD replay in a high-end 
machine featuring leading-edge converters 
and exemplary build. HFC
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07979 515577
SPECIALISTS

MAYFLOWER SOUNDS

01302 711 528
KEVIN GALLOWAY AUDIO

01563 574 185

GUILDFORD AUDIO • GUILDFORD

01483 537577
GUILDFORD AUDIO • CAMBRIDGE

07810 546103
MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE

01562 731100

BEST BUY

Winner

BRINGING YOU CLOSER TO YOUR MUSIC
The Musical Design Company | t. +44(0)1992 573 030 | www.mdc-hifi.co.uk

hi-finewsOUTSTANDING
PRODUCT

hi-finewsHIGHLYCOMMENDED
Wadia
170i Transport

Wadia
381 i CD Player

argentum acoustics • Sutherland • wadia • xlo electric

the bow&mez of diocial
push a button on a wadia and you are 

commanding a reference class musical instrument - 
whose ability to reproduce music faithfully is nothing short of astonishing.

http://www.mdc-hifi.co.uk
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MFC 
BUYER’S 
GUIDE
Welcome to the new-took Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Guide - 

the ultimate directory to the very best high-performance 
hi-fi gear that you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite 
current products listed under easy-to-use categories, 
with up-t<Hlate pricing and trustworthy verdicts.

Reviews you can trust
Hi-Fi Choice test results are the most reliable in the 
business. We employ the UK's most respected hi-fi 
journalists and use the most stringent techniques to 
ensure our ratings are the ones you can trust. All the 
equipment we rate most highly is contained within these 
pages, from CD and vinyl to the latest disc players, 
amplifiers, tuners and loudspeakers.

104
105
105
107
107

Source components
CD PLAYERS

TURNTABLES

PHONO CARTRIDGES

RADIO TUNERS

HEADPHONES

Reviews online
We've also included techradar listings where our reviews 
appear online with our sister site techradar.com. To access 
selected Hi-Fi Choice reviews online, simply type: 
techradar.com/ into your browser (remembering the 
forward slash), followed by the six-digit number printed in 
the first column of our Buyer's Guide.

108
Amplifiers
STEREO AMPU FIERS

Cables
How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Guide is the best way to make a 
shortlist of components to audition. Pick the ones that best 
suit your taste and budget, then use our Dealer Classified 
section to find specialist outlets where you can try them 
with your favourite music and test discs.

109 INTERCONNECTS & SPKR

disc

harman/kardon

•rf . " 
m : I *

Competing far 
the top spot in our 
Ultimate Croup Test 
(HFC 323), this Harman Kardon 
HD990 CD player will also make a 
wonderful Christmas present.
It offers superb value for money (£550) 
and boasts a light, rhythmic and subtly 
differentiated performance (see page 704)

112

115

124
129

Loudspeakers
STEREO SPEAKERS

Stands and supports
EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

Dealer Classified
DEALER GUIDE

DEALER DIRECTORY
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UP TO £1.000

Arcam CD17 700 Civilised sound, with a positively deluxe treble. Bass is clear, if not the weightiest ever • • • • 315

Cairn Tornado 950 The Tornado is a full-on experience that delivers intensely real sound for its price • • • 305

^Ñ Cambridge Audio Azur 840C 700 Superbly capable with a resolution and tonal evenness that's well worth hearing (si lver finish) • • • • 315

Cyrus CD6 SE 900 A combination of detail and sheer musical energy with a hint of high end to the performance * • 318

Harman/Kardon HD990 550 Highly detailed with excellent extension at both extremes and impressive resolution /594818 • • • • • 323

^7 Marantz SA7003 600 Highly civilised sound may not be to all tastes, but there's plenty of detail to be heard • • • • 323

Marantz SA8003 830 Classic Marant sound in a classy and attractive package. Our favourite sub-£1,000 player /456022 • • • • 315

Ñ^Ñ Moon CD5 999 Admirably energetic music-making from this very well-built player • • • 323

NAO C545BEE 350 Apart from slight lack of bass control, sound is very fine indeed - treble is beautifully detailed • • 322

Naim CD5r 895 Its competent musical performance comfortably exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player • 307

Pioneer PD-09 850 A mostly well-balanced player that's arguably at its best with classical music /636734 • • • • • 326

Roksan Kandy K2 895 State-of-the-art technology and precision-engineering produces a fine CD performance /483697 • a • • 315

Ratel RCD-1520 695 Lacks optical digital output, but feature-count is fine and sound quality is expressive and open /608305 • • • 323

7Ç7 Yamaha CD-S2000 979 Sophisticated, this is a beautifully controlled, high-resolution player, although SACD is stereo-only /488867 I* • • • • • 309

ABOVE £1.000

Arcam CD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution /395096 • • • • 318

Audio Research CD5 5,055 Audibly better than most CD players on the market - assertive and very dynamic /455309 • • • 312

Bryston BCD-1 2,500 Not as open as some but more timely than most. it also sounds a lot more gripping than it looks • • • 300

Ñ§?Ñ CaimFog 3 2,200 Ergonomically challenged, high-energy player with Gallic charm and digital preamp on board • • • • 302

■^Ñ Classé CDP-102 2,950 Its sound is rich and dynamic with a full bottom end and impressive power for such a smooth player • • • • • • 286

Consonance Droplet CDP3.1 1,995 A CD player which gets to the nub of what music is about. Engages the listener every time • • 322

Cyrus Audio CD 8 SE 1,200 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music /399370 • • • 323

^7 EMM Labs XDS1 18,995 Very high-performance two channel only player with the option of a standalone D/A converter • • • • « • 327

■s_ Esoteric X-05 3,995 Superb resolve of fine detail with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you in /47S365 • • • • • 314

^Ñ Leema Stream 1,170 The most timely disc player at its price point has tactile imaging and good dynamics • • 306

■^7 Leema Antila II 2,735 Great build and multiple DACs give this a fast, revealing and totally engaging sound /612396 • • • 323

Unn Akurate CD 4,750 This multi-format non-video player doesn't have huge transparency, but is musically addictive • • • • • 299

^7 Marant SA-11S2 3,300 Superb value, this well-balanced player features various filter settings to customise performance • • • • • 304

^7 Meridian GOB 2,400 Advanced digital processing with special apodising filter that gives a very clean sound /455040 • • • • 312

MoonCD3.3 2,200 Another revealing and refined player which warrants inclusion on anyone's must-hear shortlist /594609 • e • 321

Nairn HDX 4,500 The HDX hard disk player represents an entirely new paradigm for high-fidelity replay • • «b• 311

^Ñ Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1,450 An exceptionally fine CD player that provides a high-end and musically rewarding performance • • 307

Ñ=^Ñ Shanling CD-T1000SE 1,700 Commendably committed player which gets right to the heart of a wide variety of musical styles • • • • 306

^Ñ Sony SCD-XA5400ES 1,199 Elegant, refined control system and very strong CD/SACD performance /465933 • • • • • • 313

Unison Research COE 2,495 Valve CD player with interchangeable DACs that doubles as a standalone DAC that oozes musicality /483759 * • • • 318

SACD COMPATIBLE Pays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. 
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs. 
CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc, BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch 
(6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 
one of the most popular phono stages around. 
Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 
baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

‘Never Connected1 power supply technology virtually removes all 
incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.
Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and 
the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TricIhorcI ResearcIh
Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600 Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928
sales@>trichord resea rch.com www.trichordresearch.com

J—»
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Clearaudio Emotion 1,185 Beautifully built with open and clean sound emphasising mid and top, but delivering nice timely bass 33/45 W » 309

Clearaudio Performance 2,300 Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncoloured performance 33/45 • I * 295

■ Continuum Caliburn 125,000 Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm and Castellon stand /587169 33/45/78 • • • 320

■ -s_ EAR Disc Master 8,800 Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and high-quality materials to bring state-of-the-art resolution 33/45/78 • opt 276

The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 • • • 324

The Funk Firm Saffire 2,450 Individual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics 33/45 ♦ opt opt 309

Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl /560765 33/45 opt opt 319

MichellTecnodec 579 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money 33/45 opt 309

Michell Gyro SE/RB250 1,565 A marriage of shot-putter-strength, build quality and robust audio (including arm substitute) 33/45 • « 324

Pro-Ject RPM 5 550 Great looks plus engaging sound puts it in the serious league, but needs good isolation for best results 33/45 • • • 279

Pro-Ject RPM 6.1 750 With its huge platter this is a steady design that's capable of fine results with a decent cartridge 33/45/78 • • 294

w Pro-Ject X-Pack 1 ,OOO Combines some very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) into a killer package with top sound and value 33/45 • • • 309

Rega P3-24 390 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, much improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 opt • I 298

Roksan Radius 5/Nima 1,375 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation 33/45 Th • 248

SRM Areuo 699 The Areuo is an excellent source component for those wanting a superb turntable for vinyl replay /625025 33/45 • 325

Townshend Rock 7 1,720 Has the ability to pull detail out of a vinyl groove, making it the most resolute turntable at its price 33/45 • • 324

Townshend Rock V/Excalibur I 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job 33/45 • • 307

PHONO CARTRIDGES
MM and MC recommendations
BADGE

van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400

PRODUCT £

Denon DL-103R 290

Dynavector DV-10X5 295

Grado Prestige Gold 149

Ortofon Salsa 280

Ortofon Rondo Red 375

Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo III 239

van den Hui MC One Special 699

COMMENTS

Adds refinement to the basic DL-103. One of the best rock'n'roll cartridges around

A high-output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that's difficult to mount, but well worth the effort

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss

Despite a touch of midrange coloration, this cartridge really involves the listener with good extension and a clean sound

Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price

High-output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and resolution to die for

SPECIFICATIONS
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PHONO STAGES
Get the best performance from your turntable
TOGE PROOUCT £ COMMENTS

^1^ Cambridge Audio 640P 100 An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades

Creek OBH15 240 Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and a pleasing, mellow balance

■ — Soundsmith Strain Gauge 6,100 Revolutionary kit assembly that rewrites the rules about vinyl playback

Tom Evans Microgroove 480 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat

ThF Trichord Dino/Dino+ 563 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility

BA!J 
BA!J

g
o

I

BA!J BA!J

g
0 ê

3 o
I S

/618387

¡ •

305

305

324

234

• 234

!

ESEEal SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require 
manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in 
this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown. MM Moving magnet 
cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have 
separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality. .Ch

•^^^—

Cambridge Audio 640P £ 100
If you need a low-cost way to get your turntable talking 
to your amplifier, this is by far the best option

Dynavector DV-lOXS £295
Fiddly to set up, but dynamics are superb from this high
output MC cartridge, making ita firm HFCfavourite

Townshend Rock 7£1,720
A great turntable for those upgrading from an entry
level deck. Sound ThiThTh Th - Th at a bargain price
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No compromise sound from any system

iOne of the best value for money 
mains leads we've heard.'

WHAT HI-FI? 
SOUND ANO VISION

May'O4

HI-FICHOICE
■\magazme

Sept'01

0000What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision

Hi-Fi World 
Aug'02

Russ Andrews
Classic PowerKord™
1 m with Wattgate 320i /EC 
£110
With standard /EC £85

WHAT HI-FI?

'I've just attached a Classic 
PowerKord™ to my Marantz 
CD6000 and rather than bore 
you with superlatives about 
the improvements, I would 
simply like to say that I won't 
be upgrading to a newer CD 
player for some time. Well 
done nice product,' 
Mr C Donnelly, London

• Classic PowerKord’“

—-i-

REQUEST A CATALOGUE PACK - PACKED WITH PRODUCTS, TOP TIPS & INFORMATION

Measurements showing reduction in RFI (due to TV and radio broadcasts) with 
our Classic PowerKord™ compared with a standard 3 core mains cable.

0.1 90 180 270 360 450 ‘.40 610 770
FREQUENCY (MHZ)

With eight hyper-pure copper conductors separately insulated with Teflon®, Kimber's unique cable weave which is proven to reduce RFI and the NEW cryogenically treated Russ Andrews 13A fuse and WATTGATE 320i IEC connector, The Classic PowerKord™ is a low impedance, interference-cancelling mains cable that's in a class of its own.Use it to boost the performance of your CD player or amplifier and help your music sound more dynamic, detailed and musical.

Also consider...

"The improvement over a standard 
giveaway cord is clear - you get 
improved clarity, smoother 
highs and 
weightier bass. u»- '

Stereo imaging "
becomes 
more expansive, and \
the equipment’s presentation \ 
sounds cleaner and more precise" \

The PowerMax Plus™, our best selling mains cable...
To request your copy of our FREE catalogue which is packed with tips, advice and unique products designed to get the very best from your Hi-Fi or Home Cinema, and a free copy of our customer magazine Connected to 
Music and Movies, go to
www.russandrews.com/catalogue 
or call us on 0845 345 1550

Exclusive UK distributor
What HiFi? Sound & Vision Ultimate Guide to
High End Entertainment, Sept.08

PowerMax Plus™ mains cable £43.95 for Im

SOUND AMD VISION

AWARDS 2004

'Impressively detailed and 
crisp, improving imaging 
and reducing high- 
frequency hash. Rhythmic 
portrayal was excellent, and 
so too was clarity.' 
HiFi Choice magazine

Solutions for better music & movies

Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

http://www.russandrews.com/catalogue
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FM TUNERS
Creek Audio Evolution 350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy FM,M 80 ♦ • • 308

Rega Radio 3 390 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor makes this an appealing FM performer FM,M 20 • 283

T+A T1210R 1,2OO High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated FM 100 • • 283

DAB/FM TUNERS
Arcam FMJ T32 600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is definitely a bonus /559242 DAB,FM 100 • • • • 319

^ Onkyo T-4555DAB 400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard DAB 40 • • • • 298

DAB/FM PORTABLES
Monitor Audio Airstream 1 O 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive /636713 DAB,FM,Web 4 • • 326

'^z Pure Move 80 A feature-packed, beautifully built DAB/FM radio that is a pleasure to use /608367 DAB,FM 20 • 323

Pure Evoke Flow 150 t makes internet radio integrate beautifully with conventional radio /465944 Dll,™,»b 40 • • 313

'^Z Pure Evoke-2S (portable) 170 Attractive and well thought-out. Many useful features and very enjoyable with classical music /516285 DÆ.FM 100 • 318

Pure Avanti Flow 280 One of the best standalone solutions for internet radio with a tonality that's good for voices WM,W* 40 • • 322

Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed /611865 DAB.FM 30 • • • 323

SEEESJ WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. 
RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch 
potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

HEADPHONES
SPECIFICATIONS

llI
2
1Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

BADGE PRODUCT COMMENTS ll£
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Beyerdynamic DT880

Denon AH-D2000

230

300

DenonAH-D5000 600

DenonAH-D7000 900

Etymotic ER-4P

Grado SR60i

195

100

Grado GS1000Ì 1,1OO

260

Ear-canal earphones display an impressive midband intelligibility and a knack for digging out the detail

In-ear headphones offer unforced detail, natural dynamics and excellent clarity

Combines musical involvement oth a high degree of analytical virtues. Also very comfortable

Among the best closed-back headphones we've heard and very fine by any standards

Sound is comparable with good open-back models. while isolation both inward and outward is useful

One of the best closed-back designs, bearing comparison with the finest open-back models

Fiddle with in-ear earpieces and angles of approach and you'll be repaid with super-detailed sound

A strong contender with out-of-class sound in most areas: a brilliant budget all-rounder

A superb transducer. capable of astonishingly high performance standards

With its combination of neutral midrange and treble. this is arguably the best for in-ear, all-round sound

/479584

/478417

/603478

/624782
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350

320

295

20
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20
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315

319

• 312

309

312

314

319

• 322

• 325

319

Sennheiser HD800 1 ,OOO

Clear and detailed, with very natural tena jty through bass and midrange with just a little coloration 

These headphones will convert loudspeaker listeners to the delights of personal stereo performance /619269 350

* I 327 I

324

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• •

E33S333J ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest 
on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.SMM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal 
stereos. computers etc.

ooo
tOBS« o e
OOOO 0 C

T+A T1210R £1,200
There aren't many similarly priced rivals to the Magnum 
Dynalab MD 90T for FM fans, but Germany's T+A has 
really hit the spot with the Tl210R

Sennheiser HD380 £140
An easy recommendation -Sennheiser's HD380 should 
really cost more than this -it's simply fabulous and is a 
genuine bargain in the world of hi-fi

ACST2 £500
For regular travellers, the ACS T2 with its custom-moulded 
earpieces is an obvious choice, thanks to natural 
noise-cancelling, all-day comfort and great sound
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UP TO £1,000
Cambridge Audio Azur 740A sso Ticks all the boxes for bass, clarity, imaging etc and invites the listener into the music with uncommon grace 6 •1 • 100 294

Cambridge Audio 840A v2 700 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) 8 • • 120 327

"T" Marantz PM8003 7SO Detail isn't the utmost, but great vitality makes this amplifier quite thrilling s MM • 70 327
'■'7 Moon 1.5 999 A likeable amp in many ways, with admirable bass, treble and imaging s • | • 60 321

NAO C3226BEE 320 Unusually confident into awkward loads and very assured especially in bass. Treble a touch recessed /603281 7 • • 50 322

Nairn Audio NAIT 5Í 76S More versatile than previous Nait's, the Si Is a superb amplifier that offers vivid insights into all manner of music 4 1 e 50 305

Roksan Kandy K2 89S Superior design and high-performance credentials makes this amplifier a must-have bargain 7483722 s MM • 12S 315

ABOVE £1,000
ATC SIA2-1SO 2,376 Revealing, dynamic and powerful amplifier that works with a wide range of speakers, has superb build quality /478483 4 • 150 314

Arcam A38 1,450 A winning combnation of sonic virtues including highly developed detail and musicality 7 opt • 100 321

Astin Trew AT2000 1,349 If you prefer the timbral and timing qualities of music to its bone-crunching potential, then this is a serious contender /498574 4 • • 65 317

Audota^ue PLan Setrb 1,450 Detailed and lively, particularly in the upper octaves, but lacks a little bass extension s MC • 160 320

"■7 Copland CTA405 2,998 A musical and involving amplifier, which also has incredible insight and is user-friendly by valve amp standards s 4» 50 305

"■ÿ7 Cyrus 8 XP d 1,500 High on features with a revealing upbeat sound and impressive five input onboard DAG /608669 6 : • 70 323

Electrocompaniet PI-2 1,600 A superb all-rounder, with insight on one hand and effortless musical flow on the other 6
I •

100 327

Electrocompaniet ECl-3 1,650 This is an impressively resolute and powerful integrated amplifier for the money /618304 5 70 324

’■'ëT' Harman/Kardon HK 990 1,000 Very clever, with built-in DSP room correction and more - but most importantly a powerful and revealing amplifier /594820 7 MC « • 160 321

TÊ& Leema Pulse 1,270 Admirable bass which combines extension, tautness and clarity. Higher frequencies are highly detailed and revealing 5 V.£ 70 327

^z- Leema Tucana II 3,425 Highly featured, well-built and not short of power, this is a highly resolute and organic amp /612396 7 1 e 148 323

Lyngdorf Millennium Mk IV 10,995 State-of-the-art digital amplifier successfully transcends virtually all the problems that afflicts others of its type /603231 5 1SO 322

MSB Platinum M200 13,656 This amplifier's devastatingly good all-round sound quality sets a benchmark that few will approach /603452 • 322

W7 Myryad MX12080 1,200 Sound is more assured at the top of the frequency range than the bottom, though bass is melodious and detailed 8 80 327

7% Mystere ia11 1,450 Small, deceptively powerful integrated valve amp with a crisp, pacey sound 4 40 302

NAD 375BEE 1,000 A good, solid amplifier that is fundamentally musical and gives a great bang for your buck /625323 7 e 150 325

Nairn Audio NAIT XS 1,250 Its spellbinding, refined musical performance is a challenge to all integrated amplifiers /498536 6 e $ 60 317

Sugden A21 al Series 2 1,399 Lovely solid-state Class A amplifier, sweet as a nut and more powerful than its predecessor s opt 21 296

Unison Res. Unco Primo 1,395 Line input can be converted to phono (at extra cost), plus an excellent mix of valve and solid-state virtues /499279 s • 85 317

^i—z Unison Research P70 4,995 Delightful valve amplifier with fine neutrality, sweet midband, impressive bandwidth and ample power 4 70 302

PRE/POWER AMPS
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages
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Cambridge Audio Azur 840E/840W 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed and controlled • • 8 opt 200 309

ABOVE £2.000
Arcam C31/P38 2,450 Very civilised sound in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built • • 7 opt e 100 308

Border Patrol Control Unit 3,995 Bluff-looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around • s opt 277

•S— ' Bryston BP16/ 2B SST2 5,700 Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality /608649 e • 6 opt • 100 323

Bryston BP26 3,670 Cracking preamp brings detailed results - 8 opt e 308

Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 7,135 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled, and sounds like a dream e • 5 * 120 269

Classe CP-700/CA-M400 9,200 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility. • 9 6 opt 400 293

Cyrus DAG XP (preamp/DAG) 2,275 A DAG/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz • 2 • 266

Digital Do Main Ba-1 6,495 By recreating the V-FET, DOM has built one of the most thrilling ampifiers on the market 4 300 327

Hovland HP-100/RADIA 18,900 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers • e ' 9 opt 125 250

Nairn NAG 1S2 XS/NAP 1S5 XS 1,920 Preamp and power amp duo offers excellent performance and classic Nairn virtues • 6 60 324

■‘ã-T Roksan Caspian M Series-1 2,800 A powerful and enjoyable-sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player • • 5 • 85 307

•- Trilogy 909/990 10,390 Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish /625226 • 6 • 100 325

62333333 JNE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and on
board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving cott), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET 
To drive your cans with. POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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Our favourite cables
BEST BUY ' ry • 'EDITOR'S CHOICE

CABLESCables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

[KM
www.hifichoice.co.uk

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS
; COMMENTSBADGE , PRODUCT

Audioquest Sidewinder 45 A detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm - slight upper-bass wamnth does little to detract • ' • 297

Black Rhodium Prelude 90 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit ' • • 293

Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superb bass with neutral and detailed midrange, treble generally sweet with occasional slight constriction • ' • 299

Black Rhodium Polar Illusion 250 A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble • • 321

Cambridge Azur Reference 50 Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble with no trace of dryness ■ • 296

Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detailed design overall /608313 1 • . 323

ClearerAudio Silver-line 283 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass • • 279

CrystalCable Piccolo 348 Thin, but tougher than it looks, Piccolo has some qualities of a solid-core type - notably resolution, focus and articulation • • 294

Kimber Timbre 145 A very neutral cable that will complement even very upmarket systems • 312

■ Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. : • • 281

Monster MIOOOi 230 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere • • 284

Nordost ^ewlzard Dream 110 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass • • 303

Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers with good mid and treble • • 281

OED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice • \ • 321

Supra EFF-IX 77 Lively sounding cable which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality, musically, a great all-rounder • • 306

Townshend lsolda DCTl 00 99 Sound has a particularly enjoyable cohesion and naturalness that makes for great listener involvement 312

7^7 van den Hui The Wave 125 Generally neutral, with a hint of upper-bass richness: images seem to reside slightly further away than most • • 312

\ DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS

7^7 Kimber DV-30 98 A superb performer that lacks very little, even when compared to Kimber's high-end models : • • f 317

■^7 Merlin Scorpion Digital 130 Reduces distortion, making sound clear with unusually revealing low frequencies • L 317

™ SupraAnCo 30 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transport/DAG combination, even in a high-end context «_ .................1 ^ . • 1 Í 304

SPEAKER CABLES (PRICE PER METRE
Atlas Hyper 1.5

Atlas Ascent 2,0

125 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but its performance at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price

60

Chord Co. Silver Screen 

CrystalCable Piccolo 

Kimber 8PR

Monster MCX-ls

6

1,395

A highly analytical cable, with more bass extension than at first appears and very fine detail across the board 

Screened speaker cable with excellent treble, but just a little light in the bass at times

A chip off the old block, this speaker cable has a similarly fast, fluid and subtle sound (price reflects 3 metre pair)

21 A cable that really enjoys the music, also admirable for the levels of analytical detail it allows through

5 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers

Nordost Heimdall

OED X-Tube XT300

OED Revelation

185 Alternative to Valhalla, silver-plated, micro-monofilament construction, suitable for exacting systems

12.5 A natural and controlled-sounding cable that's cost-effective for mid^priced systems

15 Sensibly priced, this cable offers a pertormance which is a step-up from budget types

Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance-matched' cable with stabilising components added

Wireworld Solstice 52

50 Separate conductors provide plenty of room for experimentation and the conductor quantity keeps resistance low

25 Rather bulky and awkward, but pertormance amply justifies it with superb bass solidity

40 Excellent bass with tunefulness and extension all first-rate.Awkward to handle, though

• • 299

& • • 294

• 310

• 302

• • 299

• • 280

a. • 278

• fife • 310

• & • 318

• • 241

• • 318

• • 310

/617560 • 324

ESSISI STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun) 

r&t&b reg Display Stock - Rampant Reductions! -------- /I------- Call (020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321. Now!
SOUND Web: - www.billyvee.co.uk email: sales@billyvee.co.uk. We deliver nationwide from £8. E&OE.
More Ex-Display & Pre-owned bargains can be found at www.billyvee.co.uk
Creek Evolution CD Player EID (2Yr G/tee) (545.00)
Linn Unidisk SC Universal CD Player E/D (1 Yr G/tee) .. .(3145.00)
Linn Linto Phono preamp Blk S/H (lYr G/tee) .. 
Linn C 4100 PowerAmp Sil New (2Yr G/tee) .. 
Linn AV 5140 Loudspeakers Black S/H (lYr G/tee) 
Nairn COX 2 CD Player EID (2Yr G/tee) ................  
Nairn DVD 5 DVD Player EID (2Yr G/tee) .............. 
Nairn Allae Speakers - Chelly EID (2Yr G/tee) ... 
Nairn AV2 Processor EID OYr G/tee) .....................

(1180.00)(1980.00)(2000.00)(3250.00)(2600.00)(2500.00)(2600.00)

£349.00
£1995.00

£599.00
£1295.00

£595.00
£2595.00 
£1495.00 
£1475.00 
£1295.00

ARCAMAll items listed below with full two year warranty
Arcam Solo Music System EID .(Was 1250.00)
Arcam Solo Movie 2.1 System NEW .(Was 1450.00)
Arcam Solo Movie 5.1 System NEW .(Was 2000.00)
Arcam CD17 CD Player EID .(Was 700.00)
Arcam DV139 DVD Player Blk NEW . .(Was 1800.00)
Arcam Muso Speakers Pair NEW .(Was 400.00)

Now • £699.00 
Now - £799.00 
Now -£1495.00 
Now - £419.00
Now - £995.00 
Now - £249.00

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.billyvee.co.uk
mailto:sales@billyvee.co.uk
http://www.billyvee.co.uk


audioemotion
www.audioemotion.co.uk

e info@audioemotion.co.uk
t 01333 425 999

Music is our Passion

> Loudspeakers
> Amplification
> Digital
> Analogue
> Cables
> System Infrastructure
> Accessories
> Pre-Owned

Designed by the ‘Golden Ears’ of Hong Kong - Alex 
Yeung, Eastern Electric products have won many awards 
and accolades around the world and are regarded as the 
best value for money products at any price point.

Eastern Electric
PRICES FROM ONLY £495.00

Please visit our website for links to 
reviews and full specification of each 
of these stunning products.

PEACE OF MIND CHARTER
• 5 year first owner warranty on all new and pre-owned equipment*
• 14 day no quibble exchange plan • 'Industry best’ part exchange prices
• Free room optimisation consultation using our proprietary software
• Finance available on all products

terms & conditions apply

WHAT HI-FI?
SOUND AND VISION

M520 Integrated Tube Amp
Engineered for years of satisfaction with 
meticulous attention to detail, the highest 
quality parts and transformers made especially 
for this statement design. The perfect 
alternative to solid state, enabling you to relive 
that concert experience.

“The M520 impressed me with its handsome 
appearance, great build quality, low noise, wonderful 
neutrality and engaging musicality. ”
Fown-Ming Tien Revelation Audio Labs

> Please ask about our unbeatable part-exchange programme.

http://www.audioemotion.co.uk
mailto:info@audioemotion.co.uk


MiniMax Pre Amp I
This pre amp represents one of the best 

values in hi-fi today. Tweaked to the ultimate 
performance with added functionality, we 
believe it’s on a new plateau all by itself.

“That rarest of products: an entry-level unit that 
looks and sounds like it costs so much more."

Hartmut Quaschik TNT Audio

I MiniMax 6BM8 Power Amp
Beautifully contoured, rugged good looks combined 
with the presentation of accurately silky smooth 
voicing of instruments, musicians, and singers.

“The MiniMax is one of those rare tube power amps 
which are nearest to a piece of wire with gain.

I recommend it to all enthusiasts who want the benefits 
of tubes without their drawbacks. The Minimax is not 
only a Best Buy due to its price tag, but also excellent in 
absolute terms. ”
Hartmut Quaschik TNT Audio

I MiniMax BBA
The BBA is designed to provide an optimal electrical 
match between any combination of audio components, 
perfect for those wanting to "mix & match” in an 
everlasting quest to achieve a combination of units 
that is “just right” in their own system.

I MiniMax Tube CD Player
Its essence is high quality simplicity and attention 
to detail. It may well make you forget about 
your vinyl collection... or at least give you the 
alternative to choose without sacrificing what you 
love from your vinyl setup.

I MiniMax Phono Stage Pre Amp
A sophisticated all tube, high end phono stage 
with the highest quality permalloy core MC step-up 
transformers. All tubes are carefully selected and 
screened for low noise and microphonics.

“I don't think I’ve EVER heard vinyl sound so good."
Carl Man Audio Circle
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UP TO £1,000

Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 363 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 A 24 294

Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-hebe voicing 18.5.32,25 A 33 325
Amphion Ion L 900 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence and a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment in test room 162,326;£5 A 40 310
ATC SCM11 867 A very fine little speaker that's at its best with natural recordings where it adds little and reveals much 21,38,25 A- 55 293

AudioPro Avanti A. 10 350 A tough and effective little speaker - overall balance is quite smooth and even 19,29,26 A+ 38 319
x®F Bowers and Wilkins CM1 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, with low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279
'^F Bowers and Wikins 684 699 A fine all-rounder at a reallstic price, this floorstander has a smooth, even and nicely open balance /483503 20,91,30 • 22 315

Bowers and Wikins 683 879 High-class drivers and a great price makes for a warmly recommended speaker 20,99,34 20 304
■^F DALl Ikon 6 999 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with impressively transparent and obsessively detaiied sound 19,100,33 A 37 271
■^F Dynaudio DM 2/10 880 Unfashionably bulky standmount has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is well mannered 27.5,45,35 A 22 299
■^F Focal Chorus 706V 389 Advanced drivers dellver an even, overall balance with healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 27 319

Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and reallstically priced, the Chonus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99,37.5 A 25 325
'^F JBL Studio L880 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch 22,99,37 A 25 275
X^F’ KEF i050 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble /483527 17.5,81.5,26 A 23 315
^f-F Monitor Audio BR2 230 Good-looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30 294

Monitor Audio BR5 450 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold-sounding and good value 17, 85,25 A- 36 293
FÇF Monitor Audio Silver RS8 850 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90, 18, 27 A 33 276

Monitor Audio GS10 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GS1O is a high-quality stereo design which is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 284
'^F PMC DB1i 895 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator with fine warmth and sweet treble 155129,23.4 A+ 30 310
^SF ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother costs £200 more and is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 267

O Acoustics 1010 110 Neatly styled miniature has llmited bass and power handling, but fine midband voicing for the price 15,21.5J9.5 A 48 286
^®F 0 Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, the smooth, well-balanced and llvely sound makes for a fine communicator /51^273 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 318
x^F Rega RS1 390 Clever close-to-wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication skiils 15,32,23.6 A 23 319
'^F Russ Andrews SP-1 352 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound th^t is immediate, engaging and, most importantly, great fun 192,315248 A+ 65 31

SpendorS3/5R 750 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, but lovely smooth neutrality and good bass extension 16.5,3J5jæ 25 310

^«■■F Tannoy Revolution DC4T 599 Ultra-compact floorstander that lacks bass weight and dynamic tension, but sounds open and coherent 7488857 15,85,16 40 316
^F Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 Pretty compact standmount likes wall loading, dellvering a lively bass and smooth, coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 307
■^SF Wharfedale Diamond 9.1 150 Superior shape and finish at an exceptionally sharp price. Sound is laid back, but free from boxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 307
x^F Wnaccdaie Diamond 10.5 480 Despite the low price, the 10.5 ticks many of the boxes, with superior voice band coherence 76^6778 22,88,30 A- 50 326

ABOVE £1.000
^F AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 This speaker’s very effective enclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound 7587236 23,92,29.7 • A 27 320

Amphion Argon2 Anniversary 1,200 Notably superior coherence and focus, fine neutrality and dynamic range with low coloration 19,38,31 A- 24 317
^F Amphion Helium 520 1000 Sharp styling and fine value for money with excellent voice-band coherence 16,1(04,22 28 314

Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Very solld build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrallty 19,92.5,30.5 26 322
^F ALA Jordan Classic 5 1,550 Slim, laid-back floorstander has sweet sound with fine coherence, imaging and dynamic range ^7,99,26 A 28 275

ALR Jordan Note 3 1,950 Adjustable ABR gives much of the weight of a floorstander with the agillty of a standmount 2457315 A 26 288

ATCSCM19 1,534 Super-llnear motor system and heavy-weight construction makes the ATC a pro favourite 22,44,31.5 A- 54 285
^SF ATC SCM16A 2,376 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Includes buiit-in amps and is good value 27,45,33 ACT 42 • 300

Aurousal VS 1,650 The fine coherence and imaging of a single driver system, plus extra help at the frequency extremes /479149 21Ä1075J£^8 20 « 314
'^F AVI ADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 301

Bowers and Wikins CM9 1,760 Tall, elegant, expressive midband and expansive, but well-controlled bass 7597244 20,102.5,32 A 60 321
^^F Bowers and Wikins 805S 1,950 Classy standmount with excellent coherence and imaging. Can sound laid back, but a real delight 24,39,33 A 25 271

^¡SF Cabasse MC40 Java 1,360 This large and handsome speaker has a notably smooth and evenhanded neutrality 25,110,35 A 20 325

Cabasse Bora 2,200 A real enthusiast's choice with high sensitivity, strong bass and powerful dynamics 7618354 33,27,50 A 52 324
^■■F Dynaudio Focus 220 2,630 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilllantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble 20.5,98,29.5 A- 20 281
^■•F Focal Chorus 816 V 1,099 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,10037.5 • I A+ 20 288
"^F Focal Chorus 826 V 1,349 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up 28,104,37.5 A 45 287
'^F Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,499 The W cone makes some of the quailties associated with Focal’s high-end models more competitive 99.8,28.2,37.5 A+ 39 308
T^F Focal Chorus 836V 1,699 Bulky, sharply priced three-way could be prettier, but has good bass with genuine grip 28,115,38 A 28 290

'^7 Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine dellcacy and low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26,5,111,35 A- 25 276

Free FS1 3,500 An elegant design for anyone after the minimum of wring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 ACT 35 301

Gamut Phi5 3,040 Lovely and discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 20 305
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GuruQM10 1,595 A very clever close-to-wall standmount with fine imaging, that sounds a lot bigger than it looks /465869 30,25.2,23.2 A 26 •J 317
JamoR907 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' of Jamo's dipole flagships, it offers a powerful bass and open midrange /498515 44,118.9,7 • A 30 • 317
Kudos Gardea C1 1,450 A very pretty compact standmount with a delightfully subtle and delicate sound quality 20,35,27 A 40 304
Kudos Gardea C2 1,950 This floorstander is a fine all-round performer with fine voicing and neutrality 20,92.5,27 • 23 • 322
Kudos Gardea C30 5,250 An absolute honey that fully justifies its hefty pricetag, lacking only a little dynamic tension /394973 20,112,27 • 22 • 310

- MagicoV2 18,000 High pricing derives from this speaker's superb, painstaking engineering and impressive performance /624700 25.5,115,30 • A 32 1 • 325
Mission 796 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, this smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says on the box /594834 20.6,99.8,31 .E A 25 321
Monopulse 42A 1,995 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26,110,25 • A 25

—
• 302

Monopulse 82 2,495 Could be more neutral, but excellent coherence, lively dynamics and fine imaging 27,110,25 e A- 20 • 281
^7 Monitor Audio PL300 6,000 New level of sophistication from a manufacturer best known for mainstream, cost-effective designs 41,111,47 e A- 28 • 301

Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 LE 4,799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, while overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 e A 22 e 308
Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 Sounds a lot bigger than it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 I • 302

^7 Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer 1429144 23,37.5,34 32 [•_ 311
Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superior voicing, if a shade lacking in warmth 24,102.5,31.5 • A 20 ' • 314
Pioneer S-2EX-W 5,200 This speaker offers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity /587272 29.1565,425 • A 37 * 320
PMC FB1i 2,100 A floorstander that boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end /429594 20,100,30 • 20 » 322

«— PMC 0B1i 3,600 This floorstander delivers a smooth overall balance with wide bandwidth and dynamic range /429697 20,102.5,32.5| • A 20 • 311
PMC fact. 8 4,600 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound quality with a notable wide dynamic range 15.5,105,38 • A 55 327
PMC IB2i 8,900 Delivers a top-class sound quality, fine imaging and exceptional dynamic grip /617595 33,74,46.5 • A 25 • 324
PSB Synchrony One 3,500 Slim and discreet floorstander that delivers superb sound quality and flexible bass /516267 22,109,32.5 • A 45 • 318
Revel M22 1,800 A remarkably clean and revealing speaker with superb tonal and microdynamic capabilities 22,37,30 A- 48 ♦ • 274

"^7 Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 • A 20 • 2::

Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,475 Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression 20,100,25 e A 22 • 290
Ruark Talisman III 1,499 No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark's design ideals 22,84,31 e A 22 • 259

^7 Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 A subtly designed, elegant-sounding package that's hard to beat, especially with good recordings /603221 18.5,35,33.5 A- 55 • 322
'^7 Sonus faber Minima Vintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact is a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels /455417 20,33,27.5 A- 55 • 312
^7 Sonus faber Cremona Audit. 3,350 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass ... this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' 20,35,37 A 50 • 305

Spendor SP3/1R2 1,600 Conservative styling, superb neutrality and coherence with unusually low coloration 22,40,28 A 37 • 317
Tannoy Definition DC1OT 5,000 Classy speaker has massive base, high sensitivity and precise image focus /608326 34,112.5,32 • A+ 35 • 323

Totem Model 1 Signature 1,975 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 • 277
Triangle Genese Quartet 2,775 Great material value and a solid all-round sonic performance with great loudness potential 23,117,37 • A 25 302

•— Triangle Magellan Concerto 16,250 New 'sw2' version is less immediate than its predecessor, but it remains highly enertaining 60,160,45 • A- 32 • 290
Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 • 270

’— Vivid Audio K1 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is one of the finest on the planet /625361 28,130,45 A 35 • 325
Wilson Benesch Curve 5,383 Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 • A 28 • 254

^É7 Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 26,100.5,41 • A 23 • 314
Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted standmount with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving -------- 1 22,38,35 A 28 • 296
Zu Essence 3,750 Sheer realism and fine communication skills are more than fair compensation for balance shortcomings 30.5,125,30.5 • A 25 • 327

SESSJ SIZE W,H,D (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier 
needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the 
speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but 
avoid corners).

Amphion Ion L £900
A great-looking loudspeaker that also boasts a superb 
mid/treble coherence and a super-sweet treble, some 
experimention with positioning will reap rewards

Mission 796 £1,300
Mission's 796 is a great choice for audiophiles looting 
for a clean, open and detailed sound with classic 
Mission aesthetics and great build quality

Opera Seconda £1,995
Classy, sealed-box, two-and-a-half-way Italian 
floorstander with a very fine fit and finish and 
a superior voice band
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David Price Hi Fi World
" The Orbit ...a brilant soundingPfil MMains Cable ..over any riler £100 + ^mains cable"

Jeanine Einot. HI FI News - The Misusing Linkth Family of Cables.... -
" The most beautiful looking and extremely musical cables money can buy"

HI FI World World Standards' Award June 2009 
The ^Link Cxyo Reference Interconnect ....
"Our favourite afordable high-end interconnect - 
out performing designs at three ^ares its cost"

Wired For Sound' - Adani Smith HI FI World - The ^Link interconnect .... 
"distinctly out of the ordinary offethrg a very detailed and crisp sonic picture - 
leadining edges of notes were beau^tifuly precise and fo^thrght with no sense of 
hesitancy or blur...the bass end of the specmun was lithe, ^ght and focused ....

The Missing Link are Specialists in High Quality British Hi Fl Cables at Affordable Prices 
Power Cables with Silver Plated Connectors from £48

Copper Interconnects from £40 - Sliver Plated Copper Interconnects from £59
The Finest Pure Sliver Interconnects from £195

Speaker Cables from £130
We also have an excellent range of DIY Products and Cable Kits 

’’ Including our own Ultra-Pure Silver plated Plugs & Sockets ’
Upgrade your power cable with an Ultra-Pure Silver plated EP3500 mains plug for only £12

^e ^^ssing ^thk*
Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of 
Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories
01623 844478 or O?'cfa?' 859333 
^ww.the-missing-link.net 
info@the-missing-link.net

hificables.co.uk
home cinema specialists

Expert advice 
Exceptional prices 
Excellent Service 
FREE UK Delivery

ATW ^^ 2.0 speaker.... QED OtalMl Sp..^ Ca.. CHORD C^Mn Chord Epic_ St.. Shlr Intercrn^^ G.IMChord

All prices Include VAT and FREE delivery within the UK

Visit our website at

£90.00

£58.50 £31.99 £38.25

Allsop, Black Rhodium, B-Tech, Chord, Creek, DNM, Ecosse, Grado, Graham Slee, Isotek, IXOS, 
Monster, Nordost, QED, RDC, Ringmat, Sennheiser, Supra, TCI, Tech-link, Van Den Hui, Wireworld

RRP £65.00

Our Price
RRP £39.99

Our Price
RRP£5().00

Our ^Price

Call 01903 210212 for advice and to place orders

mPEiT.^
Our PrPrice

RRP E3.50/M

Our Price
RRP £35.00

Our Price
RRP £39.00/M

Our Price
RRP£100.00

Our ^Price

£15.75 £2.99 £31.50

QEDR^rnm^^l

(Treatyour freevlew box 
to a new aerial cable)

RRP £40.00

Our Price

CHORDSu^n^m^mrCord1.8M TACIMA Miins Ci... QED Sblr Micro S^kw Ca.. QEDOurdutt M.. CaCl 1.8M

RRP£4.^M
Our PrPrice

£3.40

www.hificables.co.uk

link.net
mailto:info@the-missing-link.net
hificables.co.uk
http://www.hificables.co.uk


EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes
PRODUCT COMMENTS

Atacama Equinox

Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200

Aurios Classic Bearing feet 230 A widely versatile set of three isolation feet for most hi-fi kit, except suspended turntables

Custom Dwign Inert Matt 70 I solation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kt

Custom Design XL4

Custom Design Milan 509

Hi-Fi Racks Podium 500

Isonoe Isolation feet 98

Adds its own character to rock, but to the detriment of acoustic sounds

Beautifully simple design, cheap and easy to use. Excellent with CD players25

146

988

1,380

SPEAKER STANDS
Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys
BADGE

100

V 220

299

499

j

Customer Helpline 

0845 460 6006

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
TV Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker Stands

Partington Dreadnought BS £300 
Probably the best speaker standyou can buy for the 
money- heavily engineered and backed up with sound 
theory, this mass-fillable stand is a top recommendation

Townshend VSSS £1,380
Although not cheap, Max Townshend's skillfuly 
engineered rack nears perfection in terms of equipment 
isolation, diminishing returns kicks in if spending more

ECSS1333 HEIGHT (CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by deplh of the supporting platform(s). Single 

figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together 
construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often avaiiable). NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.

Quaclraspire QX25 Support £25 
Fashioned from two identical pieces of acrylic sheet that 
slide together, these feet create a very impressive 
degree ofisolation, particularly for CD players

The UK's AV Furniture Superstore
24 Hour Despatch

Stand & Deliver
The Home Of Audio Visual Furniture

£

229

This unassuming platform can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound 

Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 

Tts attractive Seismic Sink retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality

Partington Minim

Ouadraspire OX25 Support

Russ Andrews Torlyte Platform 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 

Townshend VSSS

Hi-fi
BADGE

PRODUCT

Anvil Sound Display Stand

Custom Design SQ402

Cc;Om feign RS300
Custom Design SQ404

Partington Ansa 60

Partington Dreadnought BS

Partington Heavi II

Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 

Good-looking stand with nothing more to cormplain of than slight muddying of detail 

A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 

A set of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kt like turntables

Stable, modular design with style and excellent bass transients

Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free

COMMENTS

A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise

More of a range than a model. Capable of fine results, especially with Acoustic Steel top plates 

An attractive stand whose lack of coloration suits it to high-resolution systems 

Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance 

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can offer 

Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very precise bass and upper frequencies

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com

Stand & Deliver

0846 460 6006

www.standanddeliver.com
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57 46,35 3 MDF 302
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40x25 Metal 311

60,42 4 Glass 293

57 48,39 4 Glass 302

59.5 Wood 320

Alloy 327

78 45,37 • 5 Glass 302

Acrylic 327

8 48,36 1 Torlyte 302

68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

76 35,50 4 Glass 273
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56 16,5,18 • 1 281

61 18,16.3 • 4 283

62 18,15 • 4 232

62 17,23 • 5 309

53 31,22 • 6 287
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tel: 0845 6019390

Buying New?
Call us BEFORE

you p/x!
Analogue
Acos Lustre, excellent Japanese tonearm 149
ADC ALT1, excellent 149
Ariston AD80. ex condition 99
M Audio Phono SE mm/me special edition nr mintl 1499 
Basis 2200 Signature, Vector 4, Clamp c £Bk new 4999 
Benz Micro Gider, excellent low hours Call
Bill Beard Phono Stage, mm/mc switchable 199
Clearaudio Master Solution ^w Unify tonearm 2999 
Garrd 401 & SME3009, excellent 799
Graham 2.2 Tonearm, nr mint boxed 1199
Graham Phantom, ex demo, excellent boxed H49
Icon Audio PS1.2 with valve upgrades 349
Koetsu Urushi, mint CALL
Linn LP12, Ekos, Lingo In Rosewood boxed superb 1599
Linn Ekos 2, excellent boxed 899
Lnn Ekos, excellent 599
Michell Electronic Reference (no arm,SME cut) 699
Michell Gyro SE, excellent boxed no arm 699
NAO 533 Turntable (Planar 2), AB250, Goldring Elektra 149 
NAIM Stageline S. excellent 179
Ortofon Kontrapunkt B, new CALL
Pink Triangle PT Too, Linn cut annboard, excellent 449 
Project Experience, excellent boxed, due In 349
Rega P3, In green 279
Rega RB300 Upgraded wiring etc 199
Roksan Xerxes & Tabriz Z!, serviced 499
Roksan TMS1 & OSU superb boxed, recent TM seNice 1749 
Roksan Xerxes 20/XPPS7 as new, used 1499
Systemdek II (biscuit tin), c/w Linn LVX arm, vgc 299
Technics SL1200 excellent 125
Technics Sl1210mk2, various from 149
Tom Evans Microgroove plus (upgraded ISO), as new 499 
Wilson Benesch Act 1 Tonearm, nr mint superb 799

Radio /Recorders
Arcam DT26, excellent boxed CALL
Nakamichl CD2 recent importer service 199
Quad FM4, excellent 179
Quad FM3, excellent 99
Yamaha CT70 99

Digital
Arcam Alpha 9, remote, excellent condition 299
Arcam CD17, nr mint boxed 4:
Audiolab 8000CO original version black 299
Audiolab SMOCD new veraion 6 months old black 299
Audiolab 8000CDM/8000DAX, vgc with remote 799
Audio Rematch CD7, mint boxed In silver 4999
AVI Lab Series CD player, as new boxed 799
Chord Chordette Gem, as new boxed CALL
Chord OAC64, excellent boxed to clear 749
Creek Evo CD, excellent boxed, REDUCED 349
Cyrus OACX. excellent black boxed 699
Cyrus COB, excellent black boxed 349
DPA Little Bit DAC, cooll 199
Esoteric UX1, nr mint boxed, absolutely stunning 4499
Marantz SA1, boxed recent new laser 1749
Marantz CD94/DA94 combo excel!ent boxed 149
Musical Fklelity XDACv3, nr mint boxed 249
Musical Fidellty XAay, excellent. remote, box 399
Musical Fidellty Tubalog! Rare as ... CALL
NAIM CD3, excellent 399
NAIM CDS2/COPS, new laser this year 1999
NAIM C02, excellent boxed 599
NAIM CDX2, excellent boxed 2006/2007 MODEL, 1749 
NAIM CD51, excellent boxed 499
Pathos Digit, superb boxed 1649
Shanling CDT100, excellent boxed original UK model 499 
Shanling CDT200, excellent boxed newer model 1199
Sony SAC0333ES, excellent boxed 399
Stello CDT200/DP200 Transport and DAC Preamp mint 1599 
Tag Mclaren CD20A, excellent boxed 349
TEAC P700/O700 excellent boxed 1/2 size pair 749
Theta OS Pro Gen 3 499
Unison Research Unico COR excellent boxed 599

AVIAccassoriasI Cables
Cyrus PSXR. vgc 249
Musical Fidelity XPSUv3, X10v3 and XLPv3 CALL
NA0755 and T515 AV Amp and DVD. BARGAIN CALL
NAIM XPS, Supercap, Hcap, Flatcap CALL
PS Audio Quintessence ex demo 599

Amplifiers
Accuphase A30 Power amp, excellent 2999
Airllght ATM-1s, excellent boxed CALL
Arcam A28, nr mint boxed Jn back 499
ATC SPA2150 Power, excellent boxed 1499
Audiolab 8000P, back UK bullt v^ibo 279
Audiolab SM0C&P grey versions excellent boxed 349 
Audiolab 8000A. excellent 179
Audiolab 0MK, excellent In black 299
Audio R^^rch VS110, excellent boxed 2299
Audio R^^rch SP11mk2, 2009 AS service 2499
Audio Synthesis Desire power amplifier 749
Bryston BP26, due in CALL
Conrad Johnson PV15/MVSOSE pre/power boxed 2749
Creek Evolution Integrated, nr mint boxed 349
Croft Apparition Elite & Epoch Elite Pre/Power, lovely 1199 
Cyn.is 2 & PSX. lovely order 249
Cyrus 6VS2, excellent boxed 399
DPS200/DPA200S Pre and Power 549
EAR 834L, decent little valve line preamp 449
Gamut Di150, superb boxed 3749
Linn Wakonda. nr mint boxed, 249
Meridian 501/555, excellent wfth manuals & remote 749 
Musical Fidelity XA100r, excellent boxed 349
Musical Fidelity F19, excellent boxed 1199
NAIM Supercap, excellent boxed 1749
NAIM Subornait, ex demo CALL
NAIM NAC82 boxed 899
NAIM NAP250.2, excellent boxed 1749
NAIM NAC202 excellent boxed 899
NAIM NAC252, as new boxed 2999
Nakamichi CA7e Preamp, v flexible and rare CALL 
Pioneer A400X, excellent boxed 199
Puresound 22A3, ex demo boxed 1449
Quad 44 Preamp, 405 Power amps NOW from 99
Quad 606, due in CALL
Rega Brio 2000. excellent 179
Roksan Caspian M Series Monoblooks, as new 1499
Rotel RC06 & RB06 Pre/power mint boxed 399
Sugden A2. 1SE nr mint boxed 1249
Tag MeLaren 125m Monoblooks, to clear 599
Unison Research Preludio, ex demo nr mint boxed CALL

Loudspeakers
•. 'e . excellent ex demo units bo)(ed 349

Castle Kendal in mahogany l 99
.... .. “9

Dynaudto Contour 1,3mk2 excellent boxed 74:
Dynaudio Audience 62 Floorctanders nr mint bargain 449 
Focal JMlab 1007Be, due in 1499
Griffin, any products by this company wanted! CALL
Kef Reference 4.2 nr mint boxed In extra cost finish 1999 
Kef Reference 103.3 due In CALL
Linn Kan 2, excellent with stands 299
Linn Akurate 212, excellent boxed with matching stands 2249 
Martin Logan Purity, ex demo, tor details 1999
Martin Logan Vantage, superb 2999
Monitor Audio GSW12 Gold series Subwoofer, excellent 699 
Monitor Audio MA1800 Gold, large floorstander, bargain 349 
Monitor Audio RS8, excellent boxed 549
Monitor Audio AS1, vgc boxed 279
Monitor Audio ASS, vgc boxed 449
Monitor Audio RSFX and ASLCR, ex demo CALL
NAIM Intro, Black Mh boxed vgc 299
Penaudio Rebel 2 and Chara subs In cherry 1249
Proac Tablerte Ref 8 Signature in ebony, due In CALL 
PSB Apha Tower, brand new sealed box babargaiin! 249
PSB Alpha B 1 Stereoptiile Product of the year BAAGAINl!l 99 
Q Acoustics Q AV Package, e)(cellent boxed ex demo CALL 
QUAD 2805, excellent boxed, cheapest in the UK? 2999 
Rega AS5 in Cheny, mint boxed ex demo CALL
Rega R3 excellent in maple 249
Revel Performa F32, excellent boxed, serious value! 1399 
Sonus Faber Elects & lronwobo stands 749
Sbondor SA1, original 70s standmount 249
Usher Audio CP8571, nr mint crated 2999
Wharfedale Active Diamond 7.ls - rare boxedl 119

SPECIAL SYSTEM D^S
Arcam Solo Mini, boxed as new 449
Arcam Solo Music, bo)(ed as new 699
Maranß CD94, DA94, PM94, ST54 all excellent 1199
Onkyo A733/C733 Amp and CD ex display 599
Sonos BU150 ex demo 579

Tuesday to Saturday 10 til 6
Tel 01642 267012 or

Email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
THE CLASSIC ROCK 

ROLL OF HONOUR ’09 
ON SALE DECEMBER 9

?0W. GWMni 1M*CALENDAR
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Feature [ Secondhand Hi^Fi Buyer J

Second-hand guide
Headphone amps can enhance your listening pleasure and they needn't cost a fortune...

I
f you're a headphone fan, who doesn't 
have a phone socket on your amp, or who 
requires something a little more revealing, 
then a separate headphone amp makes sense. 

Headphone amplifiers generally have straight
forward circuitry and few moving parts. Here 
are four that we reckon are well worth a look.

One of the most long-running here is the 
Musical Fidelity X-CAN. Although the X-CAN 
V8P is still available new, it's the earlierVl, 
V2 and V3 versions we're looking at here.

Launched in the mid-nineties, the first three 
X-CANs are similar in that they all offer 
Class-A amplification via twin ECC88 valves. 
The first and second versions were housed in 
Musical Fidelity's characteristic tube casing, 
while the V3 came in a more conventional 
case. All are still serviceable by MF and can 
even be upgraded for around £170. You can 
pay a lot less than this from other companies, 
but expect nothing more than a bag of 
capacitors and diodes for your £40 or so.

If you're buying a modified example, then 
check it has a certificate of modification from 
Musical Fidelity or, if it's a DIY job, that the 
soldering has been done properly. While you're 
checking the board, also ensure sure it isn't 
cracked; the tube-shaped casing has been 
known to slip out of peoples' hands I

When replacing valves it's always worth 
buying a matched pair. Basic valves start from 
around £10 with some top-notch NOS valves 
costing around £25 a pair. An early X-CAN Vl 
for around £70 is the best bargain, with the 
V2 edging into three figures and the V3 
costing up to £200. Sonic differences between 
the three aren't massive, however.

f) GRAHAM SLE

(Top) The budget-priced Creek OBH-21 SE and (below) 

the lastest SRG-spec Solo from Graham Slee

Another headphone amp that's been through 
quite a few transformations is the Graham Slee 
Solo. Launched in 2000, the Slee Solo has 
always been a popular choice with those 
driving inefficient headphones. It's also a more 
dynamic performer than the X-CANs, if not 
quite so smooth. The first update came in 
2004 and swapped the original black casing 
for a silver, metal-fronted one that's still used 
today. The next mainstream upgrade came 
with the Solo 2007 and featured improved 
ground tracking and superior components.

Between these models came the Solo 'Green'. 
This l00 edition special used an energy
efficient power supply and was the early pilot 
for the current SRG model, launched in late 
2008. The Solo SRG can also be called the 
Mklll in case you were wondering.

As all the Solos since 2004 look very similar, 
it's worth seeing an original invoice or 
contacting Graham Slee with the original 
invoice if you're at all unsure. The original two- 
year guarantee is non-transferable, but GSP 

"You won't be surprised that the Grado is 
at its best with Grado headphones. The 
Slee Solo really sings with Sennheisers."

told us they get less than one per cent back 
and even then it's usually a case of a 
modification gone wrong.

As with the others, bodged upgrades are the 
major source of concern. If you fancy the latest 
SRG II spec, any post-2004 model can be 
upgraded for around £250. Solo's hold their 
value exceptionally well and, as such, even 
original models can sell for up to £200. Later 
models cost a little extra.

The Grado RA-1 has two unique features in 
this company. First off, rather than using a 
traditional metal casing, the RA-1 is formed of 
a piece of hollowed-out mahogany. Secondly, it 
takes its power from a pair of rechargeable 
nine-volt batteries. These give around 40-50 
hours use before needing a recharge. Battery 
power may seem odd but it has several 
advantages. Obviously it makes the amp 
portable for serious listening on the move. 
Battery power is also free from the many 
compromises imposed by mains power supplies.

As you'd expect, the RA-1 is designed to 
work at its optimum with Grado headphones.

The distinctive-looking Grado RA-1 has a chassis that 

is formed from a piece of hollowed-out mahogany

These are all low impedance, so if you're 
planning on using any with an impedance 
of over l00 ohms you'll need to look for the 
RA-1 HG (High Gain) model or, perhaps, at 
one of the other three. A simple circuit and 
no mains transformer make this a very reliable 
product with no major issues to look for. With 
the RA-1 being a little more specialised than 
the others, it offers better value second-hand. 
We saw a perfect, three-year-old model sell for 
JUSt over £200.

At £280 new, the Creek OBH-21 SE is 
cheaper than the others here, yet is closer in 
performance than you might think. The reason 

is that the SE version features a number of 
high-quality components to rival the others. 
Op-amps, DC coupling and an ALPS Blue 
Velvet volume potentiometer make this an 
extremely competitive design. Unlike the 
others it has two headphone outputs. They are 
set to different impedances, allowing a better 
match for different headphones.

In terms of sound quality, the OBH-21 SE is 
very smooth, if not as punchy or dynamic as 
the Slee Solo. Like the others, the OBH-21 SE 
should prove to be very reliable. We saw ex
demo units for JUSt under £200 and a one- 
year-old model for £160.

You won't be surprised to hear that the 
Grado is at its best with Grado headphones. 
The Slee Solo really sings with Sennheisers. 
If, on the other hand, you've a rather bright 
pair of headphones, the X-CANS or OBH-21 
SEs could be better. One thing that is for sure, 
they'll all bring about huge improvements on 
an amplifier standard output. HFC

Dominic Todd 
Next month, £2,500 amplifiers
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Olack Rhodium

Improve the performance of your 
music system with the best cables

Contact our top dealers below to hear and buy your Black Rhodium Cables
Zouch AudioAshby, Leicestershire

01530414128www.zouchaudio.co.uk
Audio ExcellenceSwansea

01792 474608www.audio-t.co.uk
H.G. RapkinNorthampton 

01604 637515 www.hgrapkin.co.uk
Z LensmanEast Grinstead

01342 305103www.zlensman.com
www.blackrhodium.co.uk Telephone: 01332 342233

News with a view

TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about
So come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology, you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say.

techL___________________J Deep into technology

http://www.zouchaudio.co.uk
http://www.audio-t.co.uk
http://www.hgrapkin.co.uk
http://www.zlensman.com
http://www.blackrhodium.co.uk
TechRadar.com


THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG [ 2nd Hand Hi-Fi Buyer] Private ads

READER CLASSIFIED
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and best free private ads service for second-hand hi-fi. These pages are a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your phone number and county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email to: hifichoice@futurenet.com Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 
2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

FOR SALE
PMC IBl speakers with stands, E 1,500. Conrad Johnson Premier 17LS preamp, with new valves, £l,695. Arcam DT91 tuner, £400. All immaculate condition. 01582 460512 (Herts)
UNISON RESEARCH Unico R, FM/RDS/AM valve tuner, absolute bargain (£l,275) £450. Mint and boxed. Spare remote controls for Quad 99 and Primare CDllO systems. Offers7 023 8073 8935 (Southampton).
ATACAMA Equinox three-shelf hi-fi rack, boxed and unused, black, £195. Buyer collects. 01986 894424 (East Anglia). 
NAIM 150X, excellent condition, £475. Croft Micro 25 preamp, one month old (£800) £400.07716 139026 (N. Ireland).
PS AUDIO Power Plant Premier. Award-wining AC mains regenerator that converts poor incoming AC to pure 230v AC. New, boxed, upgraded model. This is not a passive filter, but a mains waveform re-builder. (£2,000) £l,300 ono. 07859388167 (London). 
MUSICAL FIDELITY Nuvista 3D CD player, mint condition with all accessories, box and packaging. One careful owner, very low serial number. (£3,000) £l,350 ono.01303 863 424 (Kent).
SME 4 tonearm cable, inc SME Din. LFD Spirolink 2 & 3 interconnects, three LFD mains cables. VDH 501 MCD I nterconnect. Michell Hera power supply. All Mint Condition. 07870 912 963 or stuartdarshan67@googlemai I . corn (Bedfordshire).

THIEL CS2.4 loudspeakers, eight months old, immaculate condition. Natural cherrywood finish, incredibly neutral and dynamic. New (£3,899) E2,000. Tel 01296 437314 (Bucks).
MODWRIGHT SWL 9.0SE (Sig) valve preamplifier with remote control, one-year old, immaculate, with box, etc. Stunning sound quality. New, (£2,500) £l,500.01296 437314 (Bucks).
LINN Ekos Mkl tonearm on Linn armboard, excellent condition, £650 inc postage. Linn armboard for Rega RB300 arm, £25 inc postage. 01925 470619 (Cheshire).
ROTEL RCD820B £90.00 no P&P. 01606 784767 (Cheshire).
YAMAHA AX 592 amplifier and Mission 751 loudspeakers/ Atacama SE 24 stands, all good condition. Will exchange for a Musical Fidelity XDACv3 (must be in good working order, no marks) 01924314383 (West Yorkshire).
GOLDRING Lenco GL75: Classic turntable in original box, mint condition. Goldring Lenco arm and teak plinth. Cartridge included. £75. 01442 384346 (Herts).
RUSS ANDREWS Yellow Power mains leads, original model, 3x 1.5 metres £30.Yellow Power four-way mains extension, two metre £20. 01483 891925 (Surrey).
KEF XQl in silver. Matching stands. Excellent condition, as new. Genuine reason for sale. £500 ono. 07766 078281 (London)
DNM Reson speaker cable, original solid core cut to your

required length £5 per metre. 0131 346 1833 (Edinburgh).
NAIM CDX2 CD player (later VAM1202 model), mint condition, boxed (£l.250) £l,700. Totem Mani-2 Signature incl. stands. Maple, mint, boxed. (£4,800) £2,400. 07768 811275 or email frank@ kinnie.freeserve.co.uk (Reading). 
KEF Reference 105.3 loudspeakers in black ash.Very good condition, £700. 2x4m original Hitachi LC-OFC speaker cable (bi-wire), £50. 01949 876957 (Notts).
MISSION 774 pick-up arm, black £65, on Linn LP12 arm board if required, E 15. Mordaunt-Short MS20i Pearl standmount speakers (black) £50. Partington speaker stands (silver) £50. 020 8464 9055 (Bromley, SE London).
TECHNICS SL-1500 TI, £90.Pro-Ject Debut 2, Phono, Speedbox, 78 adapter, £120. Goodmans Maxim speakers,

BUYING TIPS
e Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.
• Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.
• Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods I

Above: Arcam A90£30. Hi-Fi Answers 1975, complete, £25. Technics SL-P770 CD player £65. 01708 457691 (Essex)
MARANTZ CD6002 CD player and Marantz PM6002 amp. As new, in silver, £250 both or £135 each. Cambridge Audio 740A Azur amp, as new, E350 ono. 07970 115378 (South Glos)
TEAC Reference 300 system with DAB tuner, f320. Sony Scala system receiver, CD player and tape deck, £170. Excellent condition, boxed. 07900 866232 (Yorkshire)
ARCAM Alpha 10 power amp, manual and original box, £400. Alpha 10 DAB tuner, remote and manual, £350. Alpha 8 FM tuner, remote, manual and original box, £60. All in excellent condition.Can demo. 01685 878824 (Aberdare). □
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COMING SOON...
BRITAIN’S NEWEST & BEST 

ADULT ROCK FESTIVAL
MEAN FIDDLER &

«8» ^3

¥THIGH„Voltage
ÿfïSfTiSSSw

Tickets go on sale Friday, December 4
ACTS TO BE ANNOUNCED

For more info and newsletter subscription please go to highvoltagefestival.com

highvoltagefestival.com


[ 2nd Hand HiTi Buyer] Private ads

FOR SALE
ARCAM A90, P90, CD 192, Monitor GS20 floorstanders, Chord Co. Chamelion, Chord Co. Odyssey, six-socket conditioner. Beautiful sound, mint condition. Manufacturers guarantees.Very little use. Boxed E2,500. 0121 602 8349 (Midlands) 
PIONEER RT707 reel-to- reel tape recorder. Carefully stored, recently checked and all working. Comes with 20x seven- inch reeled tapes, little used. Buyer collects from North Hampshire, GU14. E2SO or swap for a Audiolab power amp. Further details 01252 513048 (Farnborough).
THE CHORD COMPANY Chameleon silver plus interconnect, one metre (fl2S) f60. Chord Co. Cobra 3, one metre (f60) E30. All boxed, as new. 01384 412234 or email leet2009@hotmail.co.uk (West Midlands)
PLINIUS Koru phono preamp. Silver, six months old, mint condition. RCA/XLR balanced outputs. Fully adjustable loading via external dip switches El,100. 020 8898 3383 (S London).
ARCAM CD73T CD player (silver), original box with manual, remote, immaculate. (f450) flBO posted. 01384 412234 or email leet2009@hotmail.co.uk (West Midlands).
ARCAM FMJ A32 amplifier (fl,200) E700. Arcam CD93T CD player (f900) E375. Both mint and boxed with all original accessories. 07966 057648, (Dorset).

h How to submit your free advertisementTo submit your advert to us, please email hifichoice@futurenetcom or alternatively, use the postal form below. । Please limit ads to a maximum of 30 words, ensuring all details, model names etc are correctly stated. Kindly also । include your telephone number and home county. We regret that we cannot take adverts over the phone.
I। Name Advertisement। Address________________________________________ _____________________________________________

Daytime telephoneDate__________________________________________________
PLEASE SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT TO:Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW.

NAIM CDSx CD player, 122x preamp, ISOx power amp, Stageline MM phono stage, AS 2.7m speaker cable, Rega P3 turntable, Neat Motive 2 speakers (Rosenut). As new, mint. E2,100 the lot.07725 199 071 (Cheshire) 
ELAC fs207.2 speakers, cherry finish, mint condition (f99S) E425. Boxes and manuals. Could deliver, within reason. 02920 419226, or email frank8ush@ntlworld.com (South Glamorgan).
ARCAM AVR 2SO receiver, (silver), Monitor Audio BR2 speakers (cherry), Monitor Audio (bronze). Atacama Nexus 5 speaker stands (graphite). All in excellent condition f300. 01924 36S942 (West Yorks).
MICHELL Hera power supply for Iso/Agro amplifiers.Gyrodec platter upgrades and rare Gyro Blue base, LFD Spirolink 2 interconnects and LFD power cables. 07870 912 963, or email stuartdarshan67@ googlemail.com (Bedfordshire). 
MARANTZ PM7200, Marantz CD7300 (gold), Marantz PM 7001 (silver), Arcam CD72 (black), all boxed with manuals. Reasonable offers considered 01933 626185 (Northants).
MORDAUNT-SHORTPerformance 860 floorstanding speakers (piano black). These received excellent reviews, (can email reviews and photos). (fl,900) E550. Excellent condition. 01424 446282. (Sussex).

BOWERS AND WILKINSCDM 1 NT. standmount speakers in Cherrywood finish. In good condition with original packing and manual. £300. 0777S S40362 (Cambridgeshire).
ONIX BWD-1, very rare FM tuner with Onix SOAP power supply. Collector's classic, first-class condition, working perfectly, great performer. E350. 01707 657801 (Hertfordshire). 
LINN Komponent 110 floorstanders in silver, two years old. Also Komponent 120 subwoofer. (fl,600) £400. 01777 711386. (Notts) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY ElOO amplifier. E600 CD player ESOO, FM tuner. Owned from new. All in perfect working order and excellent condition (one small nick on CD). Gloss black, well reviewed. Plus vdH leads, system and individual remotes. Boxed. (f 1,800) ES99. 07961 023253 (North Kent). 
MARANTZ SAll -S2 CD/SACD player with warranty, box and manual, E2,300. Shunyata Hydra 2 mains conditioner £275. Shunyata Diamondback mains cable ElOO. 07810 434S89 (Surrey).
ROKSAN Caspian M-Series l CD player. Little used, excellent condition E499. Chord Co chameleon silver plus cables, 2x one metre pair E45 each. 07729 600847 (Sussex) 
CLEARAUDIO Emotion, in pristine condition, with original box. Includes Satisfy tonearm and Aurum Alpha cartridge

in need of retipping. £400.07905 307131 (London) 
ISOTEK NeoPlug mains cleaner, new, fl5. Cambridge Audio Pacific, one metre interconnect in packaging, El0. Sony STS3il FM/AM, boxed, E20. 01766 781211 (Gwynedd).
NAO cassette player 6240, immaculate condition, hardly used, ESO, plus postage.01269 595271 (Carmarthenshire). 
REGA RS loudpeaker (piano black) good condition: E440. 2x Cambridge P500 power amps, 50 watts: E 150. Ixos bi-wire speaker cable 2x three metres E25. 0161902 0719 (Manchester).
STAX SR-202 Lambda basic headphones, including SRM-252 driver unit, mint and boxed, E200. Creek OBH-21 SE headphone amplifier, hardly used, some warranty: E 100. 07818 658722 (Warks).
QUAD ESL-280S electrostatic loudspeakers, brand new, factory-sealed boxes, £3,250. 07745 99Sl79 (Milton Keynes).
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 640C CD player, 3.5-year guarantee (f230) £120. Monitor Audio Bronze 2 loudspeaker (f200) E90. Pro-Ject Debut turntable, E40. Buyer collects. Email richardjsugg@yahoo.co.uk. (Cardiff)
OPERA Seconda loudspeaker, cherry/black leather E875. Unison Research FM/AM Unico R valve tuner ES7S. Mint and boxed. 02380 738935 (Hants). 
PIONEER PD 6700 CD player, black, ESO. Nakamichi 680 

’। ZX 3 Head twin-speed cassette deck, El50. SME 3009 Mk2
I ten-inch detachable headshell 
I tonearm, E20. SME armboard 
I for Linn Sondek LP 12 turntable, 
I ES. 01228 S44376 (Cumbria). 
I NYTECH CTA2S2XD Mk 2 
I receiver, mint and boxed, E85.1 Acoustic Energy Aegis One* loudspeaker, immaculate, ESO.1 01922 453931 (Walsall).
J ROKSAN Artemiz tonearm ( cable upgrades, Linn/SME, 
I E 110. New Sound Dead steel । turntable mat, E59. Benz Micro । MC20SL, E90. Rega Elys MM, E45. 01243 863371 (West Sussex).
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Get a Powermax
Plus mains cable 

worth£45
When you subscribe to 

Hl•FI CHOICE for just £11 per 
quarter by Direct Debit. 

That's a saving of 15% off 
the cover price!

Solutions for better music & movies

VWljKiS (X

'' Russ Andrews' 
Powermax Plus mains 
cable is a quick and 
easy way to improve 
the sound of your 
hi-fl system. '' 
Dan George, Editor

[first test!

T®
PMC’s Fact speaker brings 
home studio-quality sound 
MW’S AUOtOPHILE SOU*DBAn

, rffUffM w.TEn»M«HCT STEREO

HIFICHOIŒ

A

□ myfavourite 
magazines.co.uk How to order 

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/P069 
Call 0844 848 2852 quote code P069 

Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm 
Or fill in the form opposite and return by freepost

magazines.co.uk
http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/P069


[Subscriptions]
UK PRICING

WHY SUBSCRIBE TO 
HI-FICHOICE?

Get a Powermax 
Plus mains cable 
worth £45
Save 15% off the 
cover price 
Spread the cost and 
pay only £11 by 
Direct Debit
Never miss an issue

About the 
Powermax Plus

The Powermax Plus mains cable from Russ Andrews is an 
excellent way to upgrade the mains to your system. The 
cable helps your hi-fi to get the power it needs exactly 
when it needs it Expect deeper, more realistic bass, clearer 
instruments and voices, and smoother sound.

Features:
• High-performance three-core mains cable 

• Fully plated plug pins and all internal parts 
• Moulded construction
• Fitted with a Russ Andrews' fuse
• Effective for all hi-fi systems

O I'd like a years subscription (13 issues) to HI-FI CHOICE for E44 plus my Powermax Plus cable 

O I'd like to pay Ell per quarter by Direct Debit and receive my Powermax Plus cable

PERSONAL DETAILS

]tie.

Surname

Forename ...

Address

.......  ............................ ................... Postc:ode

Telephone
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HLFI CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group companies containing news, 
specials offers and product and service information, please include your email and mobile no. below.

Erna.il.

Mobile no.• * * ...................
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you relevant information about their 
pioduct5orservicesby email OorSMS 0

______________________________ PAYMENT DETAILS

Dl would like to pay by Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my Powermax Plus mains cable worth 
£45 (please complete the Direct Debit form below)
(I understand that Ell will be debited from my aa:ount everyquarter)

©
DIRECT 
Debit

Originator's Identification 
Number

768195

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits

To, theMan!!9er(Ba11k11!!me)..................................................................................................

A4dr!!SS.......................... ........................................................ ..........................................
............................................................................................Postcode.................*.**’'..*•■■.*■'■.. •,.,.,..,.

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Branch sort code

Bank/ Building Society 
account number
Ref No (Office use only)

Si9niture(s)
Date

Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction subject to the safeguards assured 
by the Direct Debit Guarantee. l understand that this instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will 
be passed e lectronically to my bank or building society.

D I would like to pay by cheque - saving 15%
(to be made payable to Future Publishing Ltd. Sterling cheques drawn on a UK account)

I would like to pay by Credit/ Debit card - saving 15% 

□ Visa O Mastercard D American Express D Maestro

ISSUE NUMBER I____ L___ I (SWITCH/MAESTRO ONLY)

CARD NUMBER

VALID FROM DATE I___ I_____ I I EXPIRY DATE [IJ I
Signature  Date

POST YOUR ORDER

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:
HI-FI CHOICE subscriptions.
Freepost RLSC-SXSE-SKKT,
Unit 4, Tower House, Sovereign Park, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 9EF

OFFER CODE P069

OFFER ENDS 14 JANUARY 2010
Direct Debit and free gift offer only 

available to UK subscribers

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: This is a UK-only offer open to new subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. You will receive 13 issues per year. Minimum 
subscription term is 12 months. Gifts are subject to availability. We reserve the right to send you an alternative gift of a similar value if this gift runs 
out Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. If at any time during the first 60 days you are 
dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive relevant 
information about produets or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by post D or telephone D Please tick here if ^u do NOT 
wish us to pass your details to carefully selected tompanies to enable them to contact you about their products or services by post D or telephone D 
Oetails of Direct Oebit guarantee available on request

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPT!ONS
If vou Iive outside the UK. please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest or ices____ \

Erna.il


Kronos

FOCAL

SPENDOR

MOON

AYON

CODA

EMILLE

TRIANGLE

SRM

BLADELIUS

PURE SOUND

LEEMA

ATLAS

ELECTROCOMPANIET

FURUTECH

MARANTZ

YAMAHA

DENON

KEF

DALi

ORACLE

BOULDER

PRO-JECT

PALMER

SRM

ORTOFON

SME SHOP ONLIN E AT
ROKSAN ^^w.kronosav.comBEL CANTO

MUSICAL 
FIDELITY

FREE
Airport Pickup

CUSTOM 
ELECTRONIC 

DESIGN & 
INSTALLATION 
ASSOCIATION

02887753606
SALES@KRONOSAV.COM

FREE 
Demonstration

FREE
Flights

terms and conditi o n s apply

CE DIA

All products or systems 
over £5000
Available on 36 months 
Interest free Credit.
Example
Focal Diablo Utopia
Speakers £8OOO.OO 
10% Deposit £800.00 
term 36 months
Monthly payments £200.00
• subject to terms/ 

conditions
•written details on request

All products or systems up 
to £1500 
Available on 12 months 
Interest free Credit.
Example
Leema Stream CD 
Player £1270.□□ 
10% Deposit £127.00 
term 12 months
Monthly payments £114.30
• subject to terms/ 

conditions
• written details on request

All products or systems up 
to £5000 
Available on 24 months 
Interest free Credit.
Example
Coda CSIb Integrated 
amplifier £4999.□□ 
10% Deposit £500.00 
term 24 months
Monthly payments £187.45 
• subject to terms/ 

conditions
• written details on request

w.kronosav.com
mailto:SALES@KRONOSAV.COM


Dealer Guide [Classified ]

ARCAM
OFFER ENDS 31st JANUARY 2010

PART-EXCHANGE SPECIAL
Bring in your old ARCAM Amplifier or CD Player, and get...

NEW FOR OLD
...a new ARCAM Model at a reduced price! New Model SRP You Pay You Save

A18 Amplifier £599.90 £479.92 £119.98
A28 Amplifier £899.90 £719.92 £179.98
A38 Amplifier £1449.90 

r'crxrx no
£1159.92
r* A ~7C\ C\r'l

£289.98 
r* a a rx rxoCD17 CD Player £599.90 £479.92 £119.98

CD37 CD Player £1299.90 £1039.92 £259.98
T32 Tuner £599.90 £479.92 £119.98
SOLO MUSIC £1294.90 £1035.92 £258.98
SOLO MINI £749.90 £599.92 £149.98
SOLO MINI PACK £1149.90 £919.92 £129.98
SOLO MOVIE 5.1 £1999.90 £1599.92 £399.98

175-177 Holloway Road, Islington, 
London, N7 8LX.

Tel: +44(0)20 7607 2148
Web: www.bartlettshifi.com 

Email: sales@bartlettshifi.com

Consumers 
Choice 

Gold Award 
Winners

VICKE

New 7,500 sq ft. Stare 
with Superb Air Conditioned Demonstration Rooms

: Since 1967

Tel: 01904 - 691600 

^^w. Vickere-HiFi.co.uk

• Free Customer Car Park and Disability Access
• Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit" (20% deposit)

• Open 10:30am - 5:30pm • Mon to Sat

Unit 8 Concorde Park • Amy Johnson Way
Clifton Moor • York • YO30 47:>ject to status

Atacama 
Audiolab 
Audioquest 
Chord 
Cyrus 
Dali 
Fatman 
KEF 
Marantz 
Michell 
Mission 
MJ Acoustics 
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt-Short 
NAD 
Opera 
Ortofon 
Pathos 
Pickering I 
Pioneer 
Primäre 
Pro-Ac 
Project 
QUAD 
REL 
Roksan 
Shanling 
SME 
Sonos 
Sugden 
TEAC 
Trichord 
Van Den Hui 
Wharfedale 
Yamaha
and lots more...

Quality Hi-Fi Separates from £100 to £10,000 
with Independent Advice from Qualified Staff

http://www.bartlettshifi.com
mailto:sales@bartlettshifi.com
HiFi.co.uk
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(ftoafui

/Alaiffrlôfoef founds
^^^^^^j^^^^i^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^hk ^^^j^^^^^^^di^^^^

love your music

/t new faed dealer
*>¿¿1 award wt/tata^ ^redaeif Now Open

Nairn Audio Wilson Benesch

Usher

Michell

Dynaudio

The Chord Co

Hutson Research, FmîIIc, Thorens, Oracle, 
Almarro, Aadiorector, Yamamoto, Tan/uy, Audio Analogue, Tri, 

Stirer Amte, Triangle, Hadia mere tisit Mr wefoite 
tötete. magflotoersounds. co. uh, email: ln^o@mag(ilo/eersounds. co. uk 

Tel: ++(0//W2 7/1525 Mob: 0755/52/266

Grado Quadraspire

Nod

18 Market Street •Tavistock • Devon • PL19 ODE

info@tavistockaudio.co.uk
www _ tavistockaudio.co.uk 01822 618 940

fngham

rega

music system

grado

local jm i.

micheli engineering

Stockists for Linn, Nairn, B&W.Arcam, Spenden Rega, Onkyo 
Meridian, Fatman, Usher. Denon and Focal to name just a few...
w^w.soundgallery.co.uk

' Introducing the new one box Linn DS audio system!

♦

I

High performance integrated Linn OS player pre-amplifier and power amplifier.
Eleven inputs (6 digital and 5 analogue) up-sampling of additional sources.
Phono input configurable to moving magnet, line (evel (MC upgrade also available).
AUX input on front for easy connection of portable MP3 players etc.
Dynamik power supply and 2 channels of I 00 W Chakra amplification.
Plays FLAC.ALAC.WAV.AIFF.AAC and MP3 audio formats up to 24-bit /192 kHz sample rate.
Gold plated 4mm binding posts for flexible loudspeaker connection options.

origin live

. . to the ultimate

sme

something solid

trichord

hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473) 655171

well tempered

l onq@signals uk 
ch Suffolk I P 1 0 

s u k . c

THE SOUND GALLERY
65 CASTLE STREET HIGH WYCOMBE BUCKS

i 01494 531682I

mailto:info@tavistockaudio.co.uk
tavistockaudio.co.uk
w.soundgallery.co.uk
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sensG
SYSTEMS

Bringing Uniti to the Hi-Fi 
Community....

o
Q

O
N

The Naim one box solution - Integrated amp, CD 
player, DAB/FM Tuner, Internet Radio, I-pod dock, 

DAC, File Player and network stream player.

Senso - Shaped by sound and vision, 
Driven by enthusiasm, Sustained by courtesy

Tel: 01872 273215 | www.senso-systems.co.uk 
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, Truro, TR1 2LS

"SIMPLY THE BEST"
AYON, AUDIA, BLACK RHODIUM, BOULDER, 

CHORD ELECTRONICS, DALi, EDGAR, 
FATMAN, GRAHAM SLEE, ISOTEK, MISSION, 
MARANTZ, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NORDOSnra 

PRO-JECnra QUAD, ROKSAN, TOM EVANS, 
VITUS, WHARFEDALE,

The Old Coach House, Off South Street, Ashby-de-la Zouch. LE65 1 BQ

T: 01530 414128 M: 07976 571875
www.zouchaudio.co.uk email: mike@zouchaudio.co.uk

Is this your problem?
www.hifichoice.co.uk

loud

Here’s your 
answer

too loud way too loud
It’s a common problem The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible. The noise floor may be audible, 
too There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to cure'"'®"’*“ 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive equipm

this accessory 
is heartily 

recommended" 
Gramophone

£39/pair - post free
01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

Front End Problems?
conract:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

http://www.senso-systems.co.uk
http://www.zouchaudio.co.uk
mailto:mike@zouchaudio.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.analogueseduction.net
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RE.VOX T THE MANUFACTURERS' 
SERVICE APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY

RE.VOX
SERVICE

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
SALE!

Tel: 01283 702875
Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

-.-HE A A -.-EC HNOLOGV L. Z M Z 'T ED
TTL House, Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF 
TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 

CARTRIDGES AND PHONO STAGES
INCLUDING: MICHELL, CLEARAUOIO, THORENS, SME, 

REGA, MOTH, HADCOCK, WHEST AUDIO, GRAHAM 
SLEE, TRICHORD, HEED, GOLDRING, GRADO, 

ORTOFON, OENON, KOETSU, SUMIKO, CARTRIDGE 

MAN, lYX, TRANSFIGURATION, BENZ MICRO, 
AUDIO TECHNICA.

Al gogo are brbrand^w aood fi.ty 
^Go are not on approval. Fre UK

Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 
7 Miii Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 

Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm Inc Sundays

To advertise here 
please call Tony Martin 

on 0207 042 4253
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WM

WMSOUND CINERGY

ALTERNATIVE AUDIO
Brampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

m 020 8177 4095
“ www.audioboffs.co.uk

London N1
m 020 7226 5500 
® www.grahams.co.uk

GRAHAMS HI-FI
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey, KT1 4DA.
m 020 8943 3530
® www.infidelity.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR32 1 HB

SENSO SYSTEMS
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,
Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS
m 0870 458 4438
® www.audio-cinema.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston 
Norfolk NR9 400

AUDIOBOFFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood 
Herts WO 1TP

a 01984 624242
© www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

01502 582853
www.audioimages-hifi.com

CREATIVE AUDIO
9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire 
SY1 1EN
S 01743 236055
® www.creative-audio.co.uk

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL
S 01858 432999
® www.divineaudio.co.uk

s 01362 820800
-- .•r’.r.rse .se.riWiTO

s 0115 9786919
•J!) www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

DOUG BRADY HI-FI
Kingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North,
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU
S 01925 828009
•J!) www.dougbradyhifi.com

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 OEG
S 01491 839305
® www.audioimages-hifi.com

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 
CW12 3JB
a 01260 280017
® www.synergyav.co.uk

ACTON GATE AUDIO
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ClwydLL13 7PB
a 01978 364500
® www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS9 8NL
a 01922 457 926
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a 0161 491 6090
® www.audio-counsel.co.uk

AC0USTICA LTD
17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH
a 01244 344227
• www.acoustica.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE SW
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol
BS31 3EJ
a 01225 874728 
® www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp
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SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NE - North East, 
NW ’North West, W- Wales.
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P I RI P IW E R 1050

PUREPOWER“ 700

Please ask about our unbeatable

o 
o

How much power does your hi-fi / AV system consume? 
Visit our website for your FREE POWER AUDIT.

Pure Power™

Line Nomai 
OzP 120.0U

999

our Passion Pre Owned

audioemotion
www.audioemotion.co.uk

Loudspeakers 
Amplification 
Digital 
Analogue 
Cables
System Infrastructure 
Accessories

PURE POWER
YOUR CLEANEST, MOST ACCURATE POWER SOURCE

PurePower 2000
• 1400 Watts Continuous Load
• 2100 Watts Short Duration
• 4200 Watts Peak
Our price: £2495

PuntPowER- 2000

“This is the best, most performance-oriented 
AC power device we have ever tested.”
Ken Taraszka, AVRev.com

PurePower 1050
• 1050 Watts Continuous Load
• 1500 Watts Short Duration
• 3150 Watts Peak
Our price: £2149

“Rarely does a product come along that 
takes away nothing and instead, enhances 
almost every aspect of your system."
Sujesh Pavithran, TheStar.com

PurePower 700
• 700 Watts Continuous Load
• 1000 Watts Short Duration
• 2100 Watts Peak
Our price: £1595

PEACE OF MIND CHARTER
• 5 year first owner warranty on all new and 

pre-owned equipment*
• 14 day no quibble exchange plan
• ‘Industry best’ part exchange prices
• Free room optimisation consultation using 

our proprietary software
• Finance available on all products

part-exchange programme. * terms & conditions apply

mailto:info@audioemotion.co.uk
http://www.audioemotion.co.uk
AVRev.com
TheStar.com


73 SE SERIES
Feast your senses on the new Mission 79 SE

Now encompassing an improved, polished sound within the sleek design 

of furniture-grade cabinets that blend into any type of environment 

These exquisite loudspeakers combine state-of-the-art craftsmanship 

with an enhanced performance that brings music to life

man IAG House Sovereign Court Ermine Business Park Huntingdon Cambridgeshire 
PE296XU Tel 01480 447700 Fax 01480 431767 www.mission.co.uk

http://www.mission.co.uk
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