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	THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO HIGH-PERFORMANCE STEREO

	HIFICHOICE

	REGAREVOL

	British-built high-end Regas take on the world!

	EXCLUSIVELY^

	GRADO’S

	WIN!

	PEAKER GROUP TES

	Audio Analogue

	Adam Audio


	amphion

	Ready for something more permanent or still looking for the fad of the week7

	How does a speaker that measures perfectly, is easy to place and performs superbly in all kinds of rooms sound to you?

	Don't take our, or the reviewer's word for it. Please audition them yourself and let your ears decide.

	Amphion is 100 % handmade in Finland.

	www.amphion.fi I info@amphion.fi I www.koretrade.co.uk

	Amphion's Hifi Choice Best Buy Awards

	Ion L

	Argon' Anniversary


	1

	I i


	1

	Argon3L


	CHOICE	ISSUE329

	THE MOST RESPECTED NAMES IN HI-FI JOURNALISM^»

	PAUL MESSENGER

	Editor





	WHY WEARE N0.1 FOR HI-FI...

	The Essential Guide To Audio Excellence In The Home

	JIMMY HUGHES

	RICHARD BLACK

	MALCOLM STEWARD

	ALVIN GOLD


	JASON KENNEDY

	ED SELLEY

	AVAILABLE



	C ontents

	FEBRUARY 2010 ISSUE 329

	READER SERVICES

	REVIEWS

	The very best kit reviewed and rated by the experts you can trust


	audiofile

	® NEWS


	audiofile

	NEWS

	ARTORA ARTOAMP150/ART0PLAYER1OOO

	Their latest creations include the Artoamp 150, which outputs 75 watts into eight ohms and twice that into four. Its three RCA line inputs are complemented by Bluetooth functionality, which allows up to 16 devices to be connected simultaneously. The Artoplayer 1000 can be one of


	AMRAM-777

	Price: £3,195 Due: now a 01900 813064

	® www.amr-audio.co.uk


	LINN MAJIK DS-1

	Price: £2,500 Due: now a 0141 307 7777 • www.linn.co.uk


	GENEVASOUND S

	NEAT PETITE SX

	BOULDER 1008

	JOLIDA FX10 AND FX-DAC MINI

	^COOl GALES

	ROTEL RDG-1520/ RCX-1500

	Price: tOe Due: spring m 01903 221500


	THE LOUDSPEAKER MOVES ON?

	PASS LABS SR-2 AND INT-30A

	® INSIDER VIEW

	METROPOLIS COMPETITION





	audiofile

	Richard

	-VW-

	'It's hard to fault these gorgeous cabinets... the XQ Series are outstanding all-round performers.'

	EISA Best

	Your system is going to change shape over the next few years

	ECLIPSE TD SERIES

	Just for the pure performance.




	Paul

	UK market now competes for hi-fi manufacturing’

	For more information and to obtain your free IsoTek brochure please call:


	I s this the end of the line for the compact disc?

	BRENNANJB7

	British company re-invents the HiFi

	34

	40

	44

	48

	53

	54

	58

	63

	REVIEWS

	ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

	LOUDSPEAKERS £2,1 OOES, 000

	67

	69

	71

	73

	75

	77

	ROUND-UP

	LOUDSPEAKER CABLES E142-E190

	80

	80

	81

	81

	OUR AWARD BADGES EXPLAINED

	HIFI OICE*****




	Rega's finest?

	DAB/INTERNET RADIOS

	H^^WNES^


	ACCESSORIES

	Q&A

	DAC1 HOR.

	Also in the Range

	www.scvlondon.co. uk

	PREAMP EVOLUTION

	VERDICT - ISIS

	*****

	****

	*****

	*****



	Double act

	For 5 Star & Best Buy products

	call our Sales hotline

	or visit www.HiFiBitz.co.uk

	0% Finance available on all online orders over£3S0

	\V'



	FINANCE

	DUAL MONO k

	DIFFERENCES FROM k THE 6 SERIES

	Adam Audio Tensor Delta active loudspeaker [ Review ]





	Adam and Ease

	Germany's Adam Audio brings its first product to HFC's scrutineers

	New Egea

	the legend goes on

	CaZuuxe

	ADAM AUDIO'S PRODUCT RANGE

	ADAM AUDIO ACTIVE k SYSTEM/ DRIVER CONFIGUMTION

	VERDICT




	Audio finds

	See and hear over 148 brands with more booking all the time

	26th - 28th February 2010.10 a.m. - 5 p.m. every day at the Bristol Marriott City Centre Hotel


	audios

	WHAT Hl Fl?

	SOUND AND VISION

	For the very latest information please visit www.bristolshow.co.uk

	CD PLAYER	k

	ARCHITECTURE

	INTERNAL AMPLIFIER

	T




	k

	GENELEC'

	GRADO

	lso‘;.ek

	JVConA

	WKEF


	Q C.\ I) nTh

	Visit our dedicated demonstration facilities at:

	3 Bridge SI reel Guildford

	Surrey GU 1 4RY

	Email: info@pjhifi.co.uk Web: www.pjhifi.co.uk


	HOW TO FIND US:

	►	►►►►►►

	'The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford





	Solo companion

	"Arcam is pitching this product squarely at the high-quality end of the dock market, but the construction is better than most."

	VERDICT


	January Sale Now On!

	Ends 1st Feb '10


	10% OFF

	CLASSIC POWERKORD™ plus FREE UPGRADE


	1/2 PRICE!

	SIGNATURE POWERKORD™

	WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £250 ON ONE ORDER IN THE SALE

	1 m Classic PowerKord™


	Was £ 135 Now ONLY £76.50

	TORLYTE® PLATFORM

	1 m Signature PowerKord™ Was £365 Now ONLY £182.50

	KIMBER STC SPEAKER CABLE



	Was £146 Now ONLY £97.82

	Was £396 Now ONLY £297

	STAX vs GRADO vs k SENNHEISER

	WHICH HEAD AMP? k

	VERDICT

	*****

	*★**

	★★★★★

	*****


	HI ■



	Smooth operator

	SOUND QUALITY

	Welcome to the ulimate in high end connection.

	Atlas Mavros and Atlas Asimi.

	ONIX HISTORY

	VERDICT

	Bel Canto Lavardin Pen Audio


	Ultimate isolation

	VERDICT

	★ ★★★★


	****

	*****

	Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers £2,100 £3,000

	GROUP TEST & U8 RfPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER


	EQUIPMENT USED

	MUSIC USED

	LISTENING TESTS

	LAB TESTS

	LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH

	THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!

	If you need us sooner, please call 0845 601 9390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

	£2.99

	£34.00


	Visit our website at

	MORDO
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	****

	*****

	***


	When only the

	SEVENOAKS - for the ultimate sound and vision


	Leema Acoustics

	TUCANA II

	WHAT HI Fl?

	SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION


	® WWW.SSAV.COM

	the experts in home entertainment


	DEVORE GIBBON 3XL

	New to the UK is the relatively young US brand OeVore Fidelity .£2,995 S 01727 893928 :J€: www.devorefidelity.com

	LAB REPORT

	VERDICT

	***

	If you think CD is DEAD - then you haven't spent time with Ayon, Bladelius, Boulder and Vitus! Each has taken a different approach but at the same time, each has taken design, engineering and technology to the very extremes. These CD Players/Dacs go to the core of the music, where others simply scratch the surface. The Choice is simple.


	Call 01435 867 438 or visit ^^w.metropolis-music.co.uk

	Get a set of tubes with our compliments*

	LAB REPORT




	REVOLVER SCREEN 3

	A serious hi-fi speaker that hangs on the wall .£2,799 £? 01752 424777 €V www.revolveraudio.co.uk

	LAB REPORT

	****

	*****

	*****

	****

	it paints a strongly lit canvas of sound on which instruments and singers arc ponraycd with striking clarity. If you want to hear a rather special kind of \ahe

	Acoustic Arts

	01582 485 316

	AngelSound Audio

	01923 352 4179

	Mayflower Sounds

	01302 711 528


	LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE



	The Chord Co. Rumour 2

	Kimber 4VS

	VERDICT


	audioemotion

	Music is our Passion


	MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

	MSB PLATINUM DAC III

	From £5495 - see website for further details.


	MSB M200 AMPLIFIER

	HiFi Choice Aug 2009 declare the M200 as ‘the best amplifier they have ever tested’.

	MSB TECHNOLOGY


	A Leema Pulse integrated amplifier worth £1,270!

	QUESTION

	What is the Pulse's power output?

	A: 250 watts B: 80 watts C: 693mW

	HOW TO ENTER

	For your chance to win the Leema Pulse, text LEEMA A, B or C to 87474 or visit www.futurecomps.eo.uk/leema and follow the instructions, leaving your selected answer and details where prompted.

	it-

	■■

	■Mi



	audioemotion

	Music is our Passion

	LET THE MUSIC ENGAGE YOU

	Prices from £895





	ChoiceCuts

	U2

	The Unforgettable Fire

	COMPACT DISC

	KRAFTWERK


	*****

	*****

	RYUICHI SAKAMOTO

	RICKIE LEE JONES

	NEHAROT


	SHIRLEY BASSEY

	★ ★ ★ ★★


	EVERYBODY WAS IN THE EOT*** FRENCH RESISTANCE. NOW!

	VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

	VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

	JETHRO TULL


	JIMMY COBB QUARTET

	LCD & PLASMA SCREENS

	HI-FI SEPARATES

	BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS

	HI-FI & HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS


	J PRICE POLICY h

	ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

	ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES

	® WWW.SSAV.COM

	Lip-synching

	Lip-synching 2

	Inspect da gadget

	Speakerphrenia

	Huston, we have a problem

	Speaking out



	AskUs

	Help me with my CD life

	Let it rip!

	Moon landing

	A box for cans

	When Basic is best

	System reboot


	125 reviews

	76 awards

	47 products

	43 articles/projects

	35 countries

	18 years

	7 patents

	1	Nelson Pass

	Standing tall

	RESEARCH NOTES


	@le ^^ssing ^mk*

	ikon audio consultants .com

	email: info^ikoncMjdioconsulUnts.com


	SOUND &V6I0N

	MAINTENANCE *


	Source components

	Amplifiers

	Cables

	Loudspeakers

	Stands and supports

	Dealer Classified

	Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come

	The best record players you can buy

	MM and MC recommendations

	Get the best performance from your turntable

	Cambridge Audio 640P E100


	Dynavector DV-lOXS £295

	Townshend Rock 7£1,720

	Surf the waves with these carefully selected tuners

	Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

	eoe oooc

	T+AT1210R £l,200

	Sennheiser HD380 £140

	ACST2 £500




	THE ULTIMATE TECH GIVEAWAY

	INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS

	PRE/POWER AMPS

	Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

	THE MODERN GUIDE TO MOVIES ON SALE IN ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS


	Find out more about the gear

	that made the music

	FIRST

	Guitarist The Guitar Player’s Bible On sale in all good newsagents

	EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

	Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes


	SPEAKER STANDS

	Quadraspire QX25 Support £25

	Partington Dreadnought BS £300


	Buying New?

	Call us BEFORE

	you p/x!

	www.rega-synergyav.co.uk




	Second-hand guide

	FOR SALE

	Above Grado CS1OOO


	COMING SOON...

	BRITAIN’S NEWEST & BEST ADULT ROCK FESTIVAL

	FOR SALE

	P,

	DREAMMONti

	audio-technica. ^m.audio^echnica.com

	Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm



	> Get headphones worth £35 when you pay by Direct Debit

	audio-technica's ATH-T44 dynamic stereo headphones deliver remarkable acoustic performance with an extended frequency response and full, rich-balanced bass.

	Features:

	Future

	i ; r !

	rn i DJ



	If you live outside the UK, please call +44 1858 438794 for our latest prices


	tavistock audio

	SIMPLY THE BEST

	Bringing Uniti to the Hi-Fi Community....

	Is this your problem?

	Here’s your answer

	Front End Problems?



	The Cartridge Man

	- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

	020 8688 6565

	Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

	Te I : +44 (0) 1 733 344768

	RE.VOX

	SERVICE

	THE MANUFACTURERS' APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY


	RE.VOX

	SERVICE


	IAN HARRISON HIFI SALE!

	Tel: 01283 702875

	Telephone 01525 841999	Facsimile 01525 841009



	Dealer Directory CHOICE


	HI-FICHOICE

	Future

	(^recycle



	audioemotion

	Music is our Passion

	THE BEST MUSICAL EXPERIENCE MONEY CAN BUY

	MM

	MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

	WHAT HI Fl?

	WHATHhFlT

	GROUPTESTWINNER


	WHAT HI Fl?

	AWARDS 2009











