


Good news for CD owners...
Brennan - a revolutionary new way to play music

The Brennan JB7 is a small CD player with a hard disk 
that stores up to 5,000 CDs. It saves the space and 
clutter of the CDs and provides immediate playback 
of any track.
The Brennan can also record from Vinyl and cassette 
and can load and play M P3s through the USB port. The 
idea is you load your entire music collection - past, 
present and future - then put the CDs etc. out of the 
way in another room or retire them to the attic.
You can either use the JB7 as a source for your existing 

Hi-Fi or it will drive loudspeakers directly.
The Brennan gives names to tracks and albums as you 
load each CD. It takes a few minutes to load a CD.The 
Brennan has a text search facility that shows a reducing 
number of matches as you press successive letters on 
the remote control. Once you get the hang of it you 
can find one track or album out of your entire music 
collection in a few seconds. So to find "Nessun Dorma" 
you would press letters "NES" or "DOR" and scroll 
through the shortlist of matches.

"Huge ffun to use... a great talking point"
Daily Mail

"IBtra simple, Superb"
Gramophone

Brennan JB7
Key Points
• Browse albums by spinning the volume knob - push to play
• Display track names as they play
• Delete unwanted tracks
• Seven rainbow colour coded playlists
• One button plays the entire music collection at random

• Segue function blends one track into the next
• One touch record from Vinyl, cassette or radio
• Clock with alarm
• 60 Watt, 4.8 x 16 x 22 cm steel and aluminium construction
• Backup music to external USB hard disk for safe keeping

BEST BUY

HHICHDICE 
im^ne

Prices from £359...
To get the whole story and order visit ^^w.brennan.co.uk

w.brennan.co.uk


INTRODUCTION

Hi-Fi Choice
PASSION FOR SOUND

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER 
EXPERTISE: SPEAKERS
PAUL is the UK's foremost expert on 
loudspeakers. Having worked as a speaker 
designer and reviewer for over 30 years 
Paul is internationally recognised for his 
ability to assess loudspeaker performance, 
and report on developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
JIMMY has been involved in hi-fi for over 
40 years. His knowledge of tweaking and 
optimising systems is unrivalled in the hi-fi 
industry and he brings enormous expertise 
to the pages of Hi-Fi Choice. If anyone can 
help you improve your set-up, it's him.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
RICHARD writes exclusively for HFC and 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to the 
title. As Technical Consultant, he's our 
authority on tech testing, ensuring that 
our verdicts are beyond compare.

JON MARKS
EXPERTISE: DIY AND VINTAGE
JOHN previously edited Hi-Fi World 
magazine before joining the UK's leading 
title, Hi-Fi Choice. Jon has a wealth of 
reviewing experience, as well as a passion 
for vintage audio gear and a gift for 
repairing and upgrading ageing kit.

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: PERFORMANCE AUDIO
ALVIN is an internationally respected audio 
reviewer who has contributed to a huge 
range of magazines over the years. He has 
a very full 30 years of reviewing under his 
belt and has a passion for both high
performance and high-end hi-fi.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
JASON edited Hi-Fi Choice through the 
Brit-pop era and relinquished the helm 
after 17 years on the title. A hi-fi addict 
since his twenties, Jason fell forthe beauty 
of vinyl and has never looked back. He's 
here to help you getthe best from your LPs.

MALCOLM S'^WARD
EXPERTISE: EMERGING TECH
MALCOLM is a legend in hi-fi magazine 
circles. A former editor of Hi-Fi Review he 
was one of the best-known and most 
outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He now writes exclusively for Hi-Fi 
Choice and he loves being 'back'.

We come. ..
www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. ^EX July 2010

Firstly, thank you to everyone 
, who got in touch and gave 

- their feedback on the new- 
look Hi-Fi Choice- we rea I ly 

_ - . W appreciate your positive 
/ e comments and we're glad you 

like the improvements we've made.
The office is still buzzing from the great 

sights and sounds of High End, Munich: 
Europe's biggest hi-fi show and we're 
delighted to be the first magazine to share 
with you the highlights of this fabulous 
event. See Jason's four-page report on p16.
We've had a great month playing with the 

summer's best small speakers and have 
made a couple of great audio discoveries, 
too, including Linn's stunning Uphorik 
phono stage (p72) and what we consider to 
be the best music portable on the market 
- Sony's NWZ-A845 Walkman (p65). Just in 
time for that well-earned summer break.

Dan George Editor
dan.george@futurenet.co.uk

FUTURE PUBLISHING, 2 BALCOMBE STREET, 
LONDON NWl 6NW +44 (0)20 7042 4000

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
HI-FI CHOICE is passionate about high-fidelity. We’re 
dedicated to the very highest standards of sound 
reproduction. Our commitment is to bring you the most 
reliable, in-depth hi-fi equipment tests anywhere and 
we’re backed by the UK’s biggest technology publisher. 
Our expert writers will help you get the most from 
your hi-fi and guide you towards the best-performing 
products for your budget. Our passion is your passion.

Subscribe: www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 0800 455677
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freephone:

0800 121 4771 / 4772
e-mail:
asl<@jordanacoustics. co.uk
web:
www.jordanacoustics.co.uk

jordan Acoustics

A Jordan Acoustics Exclusive

Back to the future

Iordan Acoustics are both proud and honoured that the Dunlop's have chosen us as the UK's exclusive sales agent for the all-new 
range of Systemdek 3D turntables. It is a true testament to our position as the high-end retailer for specialist hi-fi across the UK.At the time of going to press, pre-orders were almost complete so the order book is now officially open!

The late Peter Dunlop created the very first Systemdek Turntable over 30 years ago now. From the first day of launch, it caused quite a stir among the press with its numerous innovations. Not surprisingly, it took very little time before people realized just how comfortably it outperformed the competition. Now Systemdek is back and looks set to repeat history all over again with a turntable whose performance, aesthetics and engineering push the very limits of what is achievable today. For further details or to arrange your demonstration please call us on 
0800 121 4772.

Successors to the throne, sons Derek and 
Ramsay Dunlop’s vast experience of building award winning analogue products alongside their father has resulted in a groundbreaking 
3-point suspended precision turntable

At the heart of the Systemdek 3D is a unique 
main bearing, mirror finished and rumble 
free complete with a magnetically oil damped 
contactless thrust bearing The bearing is 
mounted directly to a solid carbon fibre sub
chassis itself mounted in a mass damped 
‘hung’ chassis. Due to the unique spring 
configuration and mass loading, setup is both simple and straightforward for any 9” -12” 
arm. Other features include a beautiful Swiss 
precision DC motor, bespoke control box 
housing and any colour imaginable allowing you to match your Systemdek 3D turntable to your particular surroundings or taste.

Going back to the drawing board with a clean sheet, the Systemdek 3D utilizes some 
extraordinarily clever engineering to ensure it is as free from external feedback as is currently possible.

Peter would be proud. A true Systemdek in every conceivable sense that raises the bar way, way up.

co.uk
http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk


AVAILABLE

The MC275 was designed and engineered in 1961 by Mcintosh co
founder Sidney Corderman and the Mcintosh Engineering Team.

MC275 delivers 75 watts per channel into 2, 4 or 8 ohm loads, or 
150 watts in bridged mono mode.

Mcintosh's Unity-Coupled circuit and Transformer design ensures 
ultra-wide frequency bandwidth , yielding much lower distortion and noise across the entire 20-20,000Hz music range.Both balanced and single ended inputs are supported. The mirror polished stainless steel and black chassis with die cast nameplate is presented here just as it was in the original 1951 model.The MC275 is incredibly fast. dynamic and so open that you can almost walk into the vista size soundstage. For the ultimate performance you can add a second MC275 later and run them in bridged mode. Prepare to be left breathless!

Objects of desire
Cheris bed by music lovers around the 
world since 1961

DMD Technology 
Uncovering the Key To Superlative 
Diamond Sound
We think that the NEW Dancer Be Diamond range of speakers 
offer almost unparalleled performance for the money. The Be- 
10 and 20 have what we refer to as 'the whole package' - both 
visually and sonically.
Dancer Be-10Often considered to have the best midrange in the world, the critically acclaimed BE-10 is now equipped with the incredible USHER Diamond 
DMD tweeter. Whilst capable of retrieving the last bit of music information in the recording and reproducing a stunning sound stage and palpable imaging, the BE-10 Diamond DMD captures the thrills of the performance and presents the music with such purity and sweetness like no other could.
Dancer Be-20With the addition of a second woofer, implemented in Usher's proprietary configuration, the BE-20 Diamond DMD possesses an ease and authority in ultra low bass reproduction that's difficult to match even by speaker systems several times larger in size. For those seeking the final word in ultra low bass reproduction, and those who have a large listening room. Magnificent'

Officially the UK's No. 1 
Specialist Dealer 

for Mcintosh



Hi-Fi Choice. .C on ten ts

HifiONiM

109 Britain's most 
useful hi-fi buying 
information
CD Players/Turntables/Phono cartridges/ 
Radio tuners/Headphones/Integrated & 
pre/power amps/Cables/Speakers/ 
Equipment supports UPDATED MONTHLY

NEWS & OPINION
8___ Audiofile
Denon's got a cracking pair

23__ 0pinion
The commentators with clout

28__ Letters
Our readers talk hi-fi

89__ Music reviews
Our picks of the best new releases

130_ The back page
Part two of Malcolm's guide to digital music

READER SERVICES
96___Help & advice
Your questions, our answers

104_ Reader Classifieds
The UK's best place to buy and sell

107 _ Next issue
What's in store next month

BUYER'S GUIDE

COVER STORY

Vinyl victorious In-depth report on vinyl Show report High End, Munich

Blind-listening
B Grouptest:

Loudspeakers 
£895-£1,450

www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. ^334 July 2010

WINI
van den Hui MC10
Special cartridge 33
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Beautiful Systems The ultimate Cyrus set-up

CONTENTS
JULY 2010

Listening to music from LP is 
where it's at, a life-enhancing thing

Linn Upharik MC/MM phana stage p 72

TESTED THIS MONTH

Consonance LP6.1/T988 turntable and arm

Audio-Technica ATH-W1000X headphone

Dynavector Karat 17D3 MC cartridge

Qsonix Q105 Music management system

GROUP TEST
Loudspeakers 
£895-£1,45O

MINI TEST
Equipment racks

REVIEWS
Definitive verdicts on 
the latest new kit

36 _ Monopulse
37 . My Audio Design
41_PMC
43 _ Roksan
45_Spendor
47 Triangle

1OO MiniTest:Equipment racks

50 .Qsonix
Music managerwith computer-speak

54 Creek
Latest in a long line of integrated amps

59 _ Audio-Technica
Flagship headphone takes on Sennheiser

60 _ Consonance
Superb sound from basic design turntable

65.Sony
New Walkman takes a bite out of Apple

66_Naim
Surprises galore from this bargain player

71 _ Dynavector
Hard to beat classic Karat MC cartridge

72 _ Linn
Class-leading phono stage impresses

77 _ Parc
Advanced room measurement system

78 _ Acoustic Energy
Mid-range loudspeaker is hi-fi heaven

1OO_ Alphason

1OO _ Quadraspire
1O1_ Blok Stax
1O1__ Target

Subscribe: www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 0800 455677
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Audiofile
All the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

Denon's mighty hi-fi duo promises 
rich, unparalleled music 
expressiveness and 
depth of sound

Pure theory
Less is more, in Denon’s search 

for audio purity with the 1510 
Advanced Evolution amp and 

CD/SACD player

PRICE: £900 EACH
AVAILABLE: NOW

CONTACT: 02890 279830
WEB: DENON.CO.UK

What does it take to make 
the perfect hi-fi 
component? For Denon, 
in the new PMA-1510AE integrated 

amp and DCD-1510AE CD/SACD 
player, the answer appears to be an 
almost yin-yang blend of simple, 
direct signal paths supported by 
carefully crafted ancillary circuitry 
and select parts, all dedicated to the 
quest for clarity and realism.

Behind the discrete styling of the 
PMA-1510AE amplifier’s casework, 
the yang side of the equation is easy 
to see - the 15.5kg mass comes 
courtesy of heavy casework 
(designed to keep the centre of 

gravity low and minimise vibration) 
and a pair of EI mains transformers, 
one for each channel. Beyond the 
positioning of these transformers to 
cancel flux leakage, subtler 
approaches include extra-thick 
copper tracks on power PCBs and 
the use of Schottky diodes, the 
low-noise rectifier of choice in DIY 
and high-end communities.

More yin are the Denon’s stripped
down signal paths. To keep these 
short and simple, the company has 
retained its Ultra-High Current 
MOS-FET output stage, which yields 
70 watts per channel into eight-ohm 
loads. While companies like Kreil opt

8 llRMCholce JULY2010 r^w.hifichoice.co.uk
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AUDIOFILE

for multiple, paralleled transistors to 
provide plenty of current to drive 
tough loads, Denon (like DartZiel 
and others) have stayed true to single 
pairs of devices. These clean signal 
paths are backed up by hand-picked 
parts, which have been chosen after 
careful audition. One of these is the 
27-millimetre volume control fitted 
to the range-topping PMA-2010AE.

More trickle-down technology 
appears in the DCD-1510AE 
CD/SACD player, where the 32-bit, 
192kHz DACs fitted to the flagship 
DCD-2010AE feed analogue stages 
with short signal paths. Upstream of 
the DACs is the company’s own

Advanced AL32 Processing which 
also appears in the more expensive 
Denon. Though listeners have not 
always been convinced of the 
benefits of this upconverting, 
upsampling and processing system 
when applied to CD (the same goes 
for Pioneer’s Legato Link), the 
1510AE’s USB port means AL32 can 
work to the benefit of audio from 
iPods, MP3 players and other 
portable devices.

To find out how this intriguing 
combination of minimalism and 
cutting-edge technology performs, 
look out for an exclusive review in 
next month’s issue.

DATA INTEGRITY

ENSURING THATthe data stream 
input to the DACs is of high integrity, 
Denon (like Rega and Cyrus, to 
name but two others) has employed 
a mechanism designed to reduce 
levels of vibration.
For example, the motor shaft has 

beenmadeas short as possible to 
keep the drive motor close to the 
disc turntable, while a Suppress 
Vibration Hybrid loading mechanism 
is also employed. In addition, PCB 
traces have been shortened to boost 
signal-to-noise ratios.

^ww.hifichoice.co.uk JULY2010 M^^e 9
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LEEMA ACOUSTICS

Handcrafted by humans

Award winning hi-fi

Please visit www. ■ c e ( ( > a a ; ■ ; ¡ j : : j. n - ., to find your nearest dealer

STlR[O AMPLlflHS
BESTSTEREOAMPUFIERÍ150O.

LEEMA TUCANA II

CHOICE 
AWARDS 
2009

O
o

Visit: www.leema-acoustics.com 
Phone: +44 (0)1938 811900 
Email: info@leema-acoustics.com

http://www.leema-acoustics.com
mailto:info@leema-acoustics.com
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Flower power
B&O's striking tulip-shaped sub packs a 200-watt punch

Put your hand up if 
you can think of 
more than one or 
two subwoofers 

which don't look like a safe 
with a drive unit screwed to 
its underside. Now joining 
the creative likes of Wilson 
Benesch's iconoclastic Torus, 
is the Beolab 11, styled by 
designer David Lewis.

Partly hidden between the 
mo 'petals' of the tulip form 
are a pair of 6.5-inch 
(165mm) drivers, each 
bolted into one of the 
curved enclosures. Given 
the cone area involved, the 
cabinets' volumes of 2.5 
litres a side, and the fact 
that Bang and Olufsen 
claims a lower frequency 
limit of 33Hz, the company 
has used its proprietary 
Adaptive Bass Linearisation 
(ABL) DSP software in the 
sub's electronics.

PRICE: fTBC AVAILABLE: NOW 
(WEB ONLY): BANG-OLUFSEN.COM

Chamber music
WHILE rr MIGHT AT RRST appear to fly in the 
face of the 'simpUcity is best' axiom to which 
Neat itself and other manufacturers Uke Epos 
adhere to, packing 12 drivers into a pair of sUm 
cabinets is not as radical a departure as it 
might seem.

Admittedly a world aivey from the common- 
or-garden ^m-ivey, the Ultimatum 
commits its first pair of drivers (Neat's oown 
168mm units) to bass duties. These are hidden 
aaway in their oown chambers in the isobaric 
arrangement beloved of Linn in its classic 
ffeorstander. Another duet of drners working 
together are the EMrr supertweeters atop the 
enclosure, firing upwards said to add a sense 
of spaciousness. The remaining comploment 
consists of a Neat mid/bass aWed to a modified 

n Sonomex tweeter.

PRICE: £6,500-f?K (TBC) AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 01833 631021
WEB: NEAT.CO.UK

I ron man
THE THADIBONAL PRE/POWER combo 
comes in two boxes; Robert Koch's 
hybrid ^^r amp is somewhat 
different. In three cases are the Takumi 
K-70's pair of power amps and a power 
supply with enough iron in it to tip the 
scales at 40kgs. The transformers are 
R-cores (as u^rd byTechnics), one 
600VA typee for the output stage of 
each channel. The front end consists of 
a pair of 5842 triodes, class A with zero 
negative feedback. Like some of the 
power amps of renowned Japanese 
designer Akihiko Kaneta, the K-70's 
output stage uses multiple paralleled 
devices, class A and no feedback. More 
unusual is the single-ended topology.

PRICE: £36,500 AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 07508 730899 
WEB: AMPLITUNE.CO.UK

ABL produces a series of test 
signals from the drivers 
which are picked up by a 
built-in microphone, 
allowing the DSP to alter 
the sub's output to yield the 
most even response. This 
may not be as accurate as 
multiple measurements 
taken at the listening 
position, but it does make 
for easier integration in a 
wide variety of rooms.
Backing up the crossover 
is a total of 200 watts of 
amplification, provided 
by B&O's own 
ICEpower modules, 
as used by a number 
of other 
manufacturers of 
class D amps.

The Beolab 11 
is as radical a sub 
in terms of 
positioning as 
was Technics'

SL-10 turntable in 1979;
like the Technics, the 11 can 
be wall-mounted. B&O says 
this is possible thanks not 
only to the lightweight 
aluminium construction, but 
also to their Acoustic 
Balance Principle, which 
sees the drivers placed 
opposite one another and 
operating in-phase, for 
mutual cancellation of 
unwanted vibration.

27 YEARRS after the arrival of CD, 
rumours of vinyl's death are still greatly 
exa^erated and both new turntables 
and cartridges just keep coming. 
Following hot on the heels of the third- 
generation OC9 MU seen in the last 
issue, audio-technica's latest F3 and F7 
MCs are aimed listeners with slightly 
tighter purse strings.

The AT-F3 (now in its third updating) 
shares with the more expensive AT-F7: 
an aluminium pipe cantilever; a nude 
elliptical stylus and neodymium 
magnets hidden within a hard resin 
body. The price differential comes from 
the F7's stainless steel susspension wire 
and the reve^ V-shaped formation for 
the left and right coils, which lowers 
mass and minimises the movement of 
the coils and thus distortion.

PRICE: £189 (F3); £299 (F7)
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 01235 511166 
WEB: AUDIOTECHNICA.COM
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WHAT HIFI

For the PMC lB2/

The fains 's are one of those rare 
speakers that do everything well. 

Man, I Love these speakers -
Highly Recommended

The ultimate EDITOR'S CHOICE

Dec 2009

Find out why you need the tacts from

01224 585713AberdeenHolburn HiFi
01233 624 441AshfordSoundcraft
01279 506 576Audiofile
01204 395789Audio T
01273 690452Audio T
0117 974 3727
01223 368 305lambridge
02920 228565Audio T April 2010
01244 345576Adventun
02476 525200Frank Hai
0131 229 9350iinema Centre
020 8367 3132Audio T
0191 477 4167GatesheadUntone Audio
01483 504801Guildford
01462 452248HitchinOrtons
01482891375HullThe Audio Room
0208 943 3530
0208 567 8703
0207 607 2148
0208 318 5755
0207 924 2040

Maidstone 01622 676 703
01858 432999
0208 942 9567Unilet Sound & Vision TONEAudio01362 820800Norwich
01159786919
01865 790 879
0239 266 3604PortsmouthAudio T
01772 322169
0238 025 2827
01792 474 608Audio T

Swindon 01793 538222Audio r
01935 700078Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Yeovil

See www.fact-speakers.com

PRODUI

www.pmc-speakers.com

T 0870 4441044

“These PMCs are excepfioi 
highly desirable in every wl

Basically Sound and Vision 
Nottingham Hi-Fi Centre 
Oxford Audio Consultants

Brighton 
Bristol

This is an excellent speaker, 
clean, clear and smooth with 
excellent imaging and good 

bass extension. Beautifully 
styled, presented and finished.

Coventry 
Edinburgh 
Enfield

Bartletts .WiFi
Billy Vee
Oranges & Lemons
Home Media
Divine Audio Market Harborough 

New Malden

Nottingham
Oxford

Bishops Stortford
Bolton

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Audiofile®

Infidelity
Audio Venue

Salisbury HiFi
Audio T

Salisbury 
Southqmptoi 
Swansea

Kings^
London W

Natural, dynamic and an 
exceptionally live sound 

Plus: Huge dynamics even 
at low level, excellent 

finish, great design 
Minus: None

HIFICRITI
RECOMMENDED PROD

“Mot than mere hi-fi, 
this was ctnusical perform 

It's a fact; fact8 is a grei 
tudspeaker'9
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Twin peaks
The K2 is JBL's second imposing speaker after its mountainous Everest 
DD66000 and the credentials are just as impressive

At the top of its 
range, it's a simple 
fact that JBL 
doesn't do 'small'; K2 may 

be the world's second 
highest peak after Everest 
and the S9900 may have a 
considerably small footprint 
than its larger sibling, but it 
still weighs in at a hefty 
83kg per cabinet.

The lineage of the K2 
is obvious, thanks to the 
stylistic involvement of 
Daniel Ashcraft Design. 
There are the curved and 
heavily braced sides and 
back, the non-parallel 
arrangement eliminating 
standing waves. Each 
of the rear-ported 
and heavily braced 
enclosures houses a 
15-inch (38lmm)woofer.

The horn-loaded 
magnesium 'midrange' 
driver has a huge 
bandwidth of 900Hz to 
ISkHz, neatly sidestepping 
the problems of typical 
two- and three-way 
designs, where phase 
disturbances at the 
crossover point and the 
transition between 
diaphragms of different 
materials, cause problems 
with impulse response 

and tonal cohesion. The 
beryllium supertweeter 
extends the system's output 
to SOkHz, avoiding any 
truncation of upper 
frequencies from SACD and 
other high-res formats.

Like the DD66000, the 
crossover is user-adjustable 

to provide subtle lift or cut 
of mid and treble, its 
capacitors biased by a 9-volt 
battery to reduce distortion 

The K2 is hardly cheap, 
but the benign load and 
its 93dB sensitivity, will 
allow even the tiniest valve 
amp to thrive.

The sound of silence
WHILE NAIM'S SERVERS have never 
suffered from hard drives which sound 
like a Cyberman in need of an oil 
change, truly silent storage only comes 
i^h a Solid-State Drive (SSD).

An upgrade for owners of the firm's 
HDX, or as a new unit in its own right, 
the HDX-SSD contains a 16GB SSD 
(double the standard unit's BRAM) and 
Naim's new PCI audio card.

The trade-off between a traditional 
hard-drive and an SSD is invariably 
price versus capacity. With only 16GB, 
the HDX-SSD is aimed at users wanting 
to store their music on a NAn drive, 
leaving the SSD to handle the OS and 
any future software upgrades.

PRICE: £TBA AVAllABLE: JULY 
CONTACT: 01722 426600 
WEB: NAIMAUDIO.COM

Tubular belles
TOE GREEK ECONOMY may be in 
trouble, but Tsakiridis Devices has just 
created the 45-watt Aeolus Plus. This 
class A/B push-pull integrated uses
two 6550s per channel, 
fronted by 12AT7s 
in a low-feedback 
design. The 
volume 
control is 
Alps' widely 
used Blue lype.

PRICE: £28,000 AVAllABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01423 359054 WEB: CSECUSTOM.COM
PRICE: £1,635 AVAllABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 01473 217853
WEB: IKONAUDIOCONSULTANTS.COM

THE MONTH IN NUMBERS
different equalisation curves in 
AMR's PH-77 phono stage with 
analogue-to-digital converter 1

 million iPods
sold by Apple jHr Sill 
in the first 
quarter of2010 
alone. In the 
same period,

they shifted years since John Bowers sei
a mere 8.7 Bwers and Wilkins, buildirmillion iPhciries speaker systems by hand ir

John Bowers set up
building

speaker systems by hand in the
back of the electrical shop he 

ran with his friend Roy Wilkins

I

copies only in Sony's pressing 
run of a UK-exclusive Jimi 
Hendrix limited edition

7-inch vinyl
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Audio

NEWS IN BRIEF
A selection of news-breaking 
stories on everything hi-fi!

• A'^U ^CABLES' new £285 Mavros 
digital interconnect features 
Microporous PI Ft foam insulation, 
which is said to have a dielectric 
constant 30 per cent lower than solid 
teflon, affecting timing and dynamics. 
atlasoabbles.com

CUBEX

IINDEPENDENT 
HEARING AID 
AUDIOLOGISTS

• DEEPRESSING news from Sennheiser 
and hearing care experts Cutbex: one in 
ten 30-year-olds wil be wearing a 
hearing aid by 2020, if they don't turn 
their portable players down.
cul^co.uk/cUent-^nts

• NEW on the interconnect scene
is The Chord Company's £66 
CobraPlus. Twisbles-psir OFC 
conductors sit beneath a heavy woven 
and foil shield, chosen to keep 
interference away from the delcate 
audio signal. chhonl.co.uk

• DAU has brought its Ikon range up to 
Mk2 status with the introduction of 
new low-frequency units said to 
provide better integration with the 
company's Hybrid Tr^^ter module.
daU-sspeakers.com

• REGA has teamed up with Rough 
Trade record shops to produce a spsdal 
edition of the M turntable - the £199 
RRTPl. The only new touches are the 
Rough Trade logos on the plinth and 
lid. roughtrade.com

Six degrees of 
separate onInnovative construction in Mark Levinson's new powerhouse
Mark Levinson's 

No.532 is hardly 
the first muscle 
amp from a high-end US 

outfit, but it showcases the 
son of ingenious layout you 
might justifiably expect in a 
component which costs a 
hardly trifling £17,000.

From the front, the 532 
might look like traditional 
Levinson, but it's at the rear 
where the differences are to 
be found. The amp's engineers 
have cunningly split the rear 
half of the amplifier into 
three 'piers', one on either 
side for the audio circuitry,

the central one for control 
and power electronics.

Not only does this reduce 
crosstalk between channels 
and contamination from 
non-audio PCBs, it also 
deftly increases the area 
of the heatsinks, hardly 
an inconsequential 
consideration in an amp 
which produces 400 watts 
per channel and doubles its 
output for each halving of 
load impedance.

In place of the typical FR4 
PCB material, ML's listening 
test have led them to adopt 
Arlon, which is usually

found in high-frequency 
applications.

Hidden behind the fascia 
are the toroidal power 
transformers, again 
separated depending on 
their purpose - control 
or audio. The former 
includes the ability to 
link the No.532 to a PC 
for use in a networked 
system via a standard 
RJ45 socket.

For systems within a single 
listening room, both XLR 
and RCA input sockets are 
fitted, along with over-sized 
binding posts.

PRICE: £17,000 AVAllABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01423 359054 
WEB: CSECUSTOM.COM

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
S^n Harris, hi-fi PR man finds his love of good music undimmed by years in the industry

ELTON JOHN
MADMAN ACROSS THE 
WATER
As a set of songs it 
encompasses most 
of the key emotions. 
The production and 
arrangements by Gus 
Dudgeon and Paul 
Buckmaster are big, 
classic Elton John.

MARCCOHN 
tMRCCOHN 
It's an album of songs 
which create strong 
visual images and 
atmospheres. It's also 
been good enough 
to use on a few Blind
listening Group Tests 
I've been involved in, 
so who am I to argue?

KEITH JARRET
PARIS CONCERT 
I've heard quite a 
few budget (and not 
so budget) DACs just 
fall apart when trying 
to reproduce this 
album. Maybe Paris 
isn't as good overall as 
Koln, but Paris is my 
working CD.

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
NEBRASKA
I find it impossible 
not to be drawn 
into the songs on 
this album and forget 
I'm supposed to 
be listening to the 
electronics. This is 
the music for 
melancholy moods.
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Oxford

EVEN BIGGER FOR 2010
LONDON

STOP PRESS. OVER 65% OF 
ROOMS NOW CONFIRMED!

Heathrow 
Airport

Now over 75 Demonstration 
Suites over 2 Floors

BIRMINGHAM '
Birmingham International Airport

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD ONLINE AT

WWW.CHESTERGROUP.ORG

* — • — Shuttle Bus
1 New Improved Show Shuttle now runs 

every 1/2 hour from Milton Keynes Station.

------S By Rail
Milton Keynes Station & Northampton Station 

For information on train operators and times 
phone National Rail Enquiries on 0845 7484950.

H By Air
Birmingham International Airport (56 miles)

Heathrow Airport (70 miles)
Luton Airport (48 miles) 

East Midlands Airport (60 miles)

Plus another 30 mixed stands 
and Acoustic Suites in the 
Brooklands Trade Hall

THE NATIONS CELEBRATION 
OF SOUND

The Chester Group \
Show organisers. All intellectual rights reserved. \

T: +44(0)1244 559 033 | +44(0)1244 559 034

\ 
ortllampton

V5a)

-7^o\n

All roads lead to...
WHITTLEBURY

25 -26SEPTEMBER'1O

www.chestergroup.org Whittlebury Hall Management, Training Centre, Hotel and Spa
. I I I Whittlebury, NearTowcester, Northamptonshirejustin@chestergroup.org | steve@chestergroup.org_________________ NN128qh|Tel: +44(0)1327857857

http://WWW.CHESTERGROUP.ORG
http://www.chestergroup.org
mailto:justin@chestergroup.org
mailto:steve@chestergroup.org


show report
HIGH END, MUNICH

High End, 
Munich
Munich's High End is now the show in 
Europe for anyone who's into hi -fi, /oson 
Kennedy mixed business with pleasure

he 'Munich show' 
has without doubt 
become the best 
event for serious 

hi-fi in Europe. It's 99 per audio 
and takes place in an exhibition 
centre that has some genuinely 
good rooms for demonstrating 
megabucks systems.

As a result, it's full of the 
most outrageous kit. There are 
mainstream brands to be found: 
Cambridge; Marantz; Arcam and 

others, but for the most part it 
lives up to its aspirational name.

The show's theme is, therefore, 
maximum resolution with no 
holds barred, with significantly 
more turntables than you can 
shake a stick at. But, computer 
audio is making inroads, too. 
Daniel Weiss was using a Mac, 
running Amarra and Saracon 
software through his new DAC 
202 to good effect and several 
companies showed branded 

computer-based systems that 
sound good worked effortlessly.

Build quality seemed to be 
getting far more lavish as 
well; the latest casework from 
Constellation Audio reminded us 
of BMW bonnets, unsurprisingly 
they cost as much as the whole 
car. Horn speakers were also 
on the increase,a response 
no doubt to the quantity of 
low-powered valve amps on the 
market, the best of them making 
some pretty stunning sounds, to.

O CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
SONATANP30
Cambridge has thrown its 
competitively priced hat into the 
streaming ring with a 24-bit UPnP 
streamer in a compact case that

"The 'Munich 
show' has become 
the best event for 
serious hi-fi in 
Europe." 

has some very impressive features 
for the predicted sub-£400 price.

Bundled with it own Uuvol 
software, it offers 'no hassle' 
playback from any UPnP source, 
such as PCs, Macs and NAS drives. 
It can stream up to 24-bit/96kHz 
in PCM, WAV and FLAC forms, as 
well as the popular compressed 
formats. Sonata NP30 and the 
partnering DR30 DAB/FM receiver 
will be available in September.

O NEAT ULTIMATUM XU
Neat Acoustics launched the latest 
generation of its Ultimatum model. 
This range-topper appears to take 
its design cues from Linn's classic 
lsobarik design of the eighties 
albeit in rather more compact form. 
The XL6 (£6,500) has downward
firing bass drivers, arranged in 
isobaric style to form a separate 
subwoofer within the cabinet 
that rolls into the midband at 
80Hz rather in the style of a home 
cinema set-up. However this is a 
dedicated stereo design with a 
pair of upward-firing EMIT ribbon 
tweeters in its top.
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O ORT^N
Danish cartridge specialist 
Ortofon brought a handful of new 
needles to Munich, most radical 
among them being the Expression 
(approximately £3,500).

This is designed to be used on 
arms from SME and Ortofon and 
fixes directly to the arm without 
a headshell, the company's 
long-running SPU being the 
most well-regarded of the genre.

Expression combines SPU 
dimensions with SLM (selective 
laser melting) build to produce 
a low-density stainless steel 
body with the stylus and 
cantilever from the MC Windfield.

Ortofon has also reintroduced 
the classic MC 20 Super (£500) 
in 25th anniversary guise, 
alongside new entry-level MCs 
Vivo Red and Blue (from £150).

O MISSION MX SERIES
Mission has replaced its M3 range 
with the distinctively begrilled 
MX series (£129-£500). This 
is designed to be used with the 
grilles in place, as the wave guide 

for the tweeter is a part of the grille. 
There are two stereo standmounts; 
the two-way MX-1 and MX-2, and 
three floorstanders; the MX-3 and 
MX-4 two-ways and the range 
topping MX-5 three-way at £500. 
All are specified to offer good ease 
of drive for partnering amps.

9 TANNOY KINGDOM 
ROYAL
Tanney rolled out its biggest gun 
yet in the form of the curvy, yet 
classic Kingdom Royal. A 'world 
market' product, whichmeans that 
sales are expected to be greatest in 
the far east,this120kg statement 
product has a new 12-inch, dual- 
concentric mid/treble driver, 
alongside a 15-inch bass system.

With a huge claimed 96dB 
sensitivity and massive bandwidth, 
thanks to the supertweeter on top, 
this looks like good value - despite 
the high £35,000 price tag.

O CHORD ELECTRONICS 
CHORDAE
Chord has been very busy with 
its compact Chordette range, 

which has expanded from one 
to seven models in one hit! The 
range can be hooked up via regular 
interconnects or USB cables and 
just about every component has 
a DAC onboard, including the 
Dual phono stage (£799), Toucan 
headphone amp (£799), Prime 
digital and analogue preamp 
(£1,350), Scamp 30-watt stereo 
power amp, Gem 2 bluetooth DAC 
(which has four digital inputs for 
£799) and Mogul media processor 
(£2,000), with 160GB of hard-disk 
storage in its 160mm-wide case.

O DAU IKON MK2
DALi has revised its entry-level Ikon 
range to Mk2 status with a change 
to components and finish. The five 
Ikon stereo models retain their 
distinctive ribbon tweeter but have 
seen changes to mid/bass and 
bass drivers, which were made to 
give the series a 'slightly warmer 
and more full-bodied sound'.
They still have red-coloured main 
drivers, but the casework is black 
rather than grey and there are two 
standmounts; Ikon 1 and 2 Mk2 

and three floorstanders; Ikon 5, 
6 and 7 Mk2, which come in light 
walnut, black ash. Most are also 
available in white high gloss and 
prices start at £640.

O CREEK DESTINY 2
Creek has revised its top CD player 
and amplifier without making 
significant changes to their 
appearance. The Destiny 2 CD 
(£1,400) has dropped its ATAPI 
ROM drive in favour of a CD-specific 
transport. Made with a Sanyo laser 
in a Philips mechanism, this feeds 
a Crystal DAC as before.

The Destiny 2 integrated 
(£1,600) has a direct AV input 
and a new MM-only phono stage. 
efficiency is said to be up 20 per 
cent with a cascade output stage 
and this has lead to output going 
up to a claimed 120 watts aside.

More radical is Creek's prototype 
Wyndsordigital preamp. This 
compact unit accepts bit-rates up 
to 24 /192, has an asynchronous 
USB input, and there's the option 
to turn it into a digital crossover for 
the Epos Encore loudspeakers. ►
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The Art of Natural Sound 0
Stunning, stylish and acoustically brilliant are just three 
of the phrases commonly heard when experiencing 
Vienna Acoustic speakers for the first time.

The Concert series models are the result of twenty years 
of development and patented technologies. If you love 
music you should make time to audition this range because 
it successfully blends high performance audio with, hand 
finished, "bespoke furniture quality" European made 
cabinets, not normally found in the audio industry.

Reawaken your senses and experience the many qualities 
of this superb range. For more information and to locate1 
your nearest stockist visit www.va-speakers.co.uk or call 
us now on 01480 270550.

Tel: +44 (0)1480 270550
Email: sales@audyus.co.uk

http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
mailto:sales@audyus.co.uk
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The price is expected to be between £1,500 and £2,000.
O AR^CAM RCUBE £500Arcam has joined the sound dock market with a portable cube that's aimed squarely at the serious hi-fi user. It features Kleer technology for wideband, drop-out-free wireless streaming and can be run using lithium-ion batteries for four hours. Each of two 3.5-inch mid-bass drivers are powered by 50-watt amps, while the tweeter has 25 watts to itself.
© AUDIO RESEARCH 
REFERENCE ANNIVERSARYAudio Research's most ambitious preamplifier yet, is a two-box behemoth, which at £22,500 is over twice the price of its current range-topper, the Reference 5.Built to celebrate the company's 40th anniversary, it will only be in production for a year, the last ones are due to be built in April 2011. Fully dual-mono, it is effectively two Reference 5 circuits with fullvalve regulation, pure Teflon caps 

weighing a kilogram each and acrylic top-plates as standard.
G EPOS EPIC 2 AND 4Epos has a new entry-level range, with styling that echoes the brand's 1980's roots. The Epic 2 standmount(£400) and Epic 4 floorstander (c.£750) are supplied with both inset grilles or the fascia shown which is very reminiscent of the ES14 that launched the company.Epos has also made two more Encore models; the 20 (£1,800) and 35 (£2,400), the numbers indicating internal volume in litres. The Encore 35 is a variant on the Encore 50 tested last month, albeit a two-way with an eight-inch main driver. The 20 is a standmount with the same driver array.
G MAARAD NA7004Network streaming has come to the Marantz brand in the form of the NA7004 receiver(€749). As well as offering FM, DAB and DAB+, it offers access to internet radio and can stream a range of formats 

from your PC. It will stream from iPod and iPhone and can access net music services from the likes of Naptster and LastFM. On the audio side, it incorporates Marantz's HDAM op-amps and inputs include optical and coaxial digital, Bluetooth and USB.
© DENON DCD AND PMA 
1510AESitting in penultimate position in the Denon two channel separates hierarchy the DCD- 1510AE CD/SACD player(£900) uses 32-bit processing, separate power supplies for digital and analogue circuits and has a USB port up front.The partnering PMA-1510AE integrated (£900) delivers 140 watts a side from a single pushpull circuit. It supports MM and MC cartridges and you can use its preamp or power amp alone, if required.
O i^^ ^5-350There's a new entry-level CD/ DVD player from Krell dubbed 

S-350 (£8,000). A modular design that starts out as a reference CD player (S-350a), it can also be a 1080p video player(S-350av). It uses a TEAC slot-drive mechanism, BurrBrown 24-bit/192kHz balanced DACs and anti-jitter technology.For its Evolution power amps, Krell has changed the output stages, added capacitance and installed a dedicated transformer for the processor, in order to dramatically reduce standby current.
0 WHARFEDALE JADE Wharfedale is gunning for higher ground with its forthcoming Jade range. No prices have been suggested yet, but Jade boasts elaborately constructed, multi-layer cabinets that house high-tech drivers. The bass unit is a glass-fibre sandwich type in the style of Focal, while the midrange is an inverted aluminium-dome that's 50mm in diameter. The metal tweeter is the only relatively normal unit in there. Availability is mooted as being end of the year.^
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O RESOLUTION AUDIO 
CANTATA MUSIC CENTRE
Resolution Audio makes one of 
the best CD players we know in 
the Opus 21, so we were very 
excited by the sculpted new 
Cantata Music Centre (£6,000). 
The name indicates that this is a 
UPnP streamer, USB/coax input 
DAC with asynchronous local 
clocking and, finally, a CD player.
The new Cantata is built in a 

striking bit of resonance-damping 
machined-aluminium casework 
with a dot-matrix display and is 
joined by the Cantata 50 amplifier 
in the same clamshell chassis.

G MARK LEVINSON H 
SERIES
I t's been a long wait, but finally 
the new Mark Levinson power 
amplifiers have come to Europe. 
There are two series on their way 
including the No.531H monoblock 
(£6,500 each) and No.532H 
stereo (£8,000), offering 300 
watts and 250 watts respectively. 
These replace the previous No43 
range and are a completely new 

design with more headroom than 
their predecessors. The range 
topping No.53 is a hybrid 500-watt 
monoblock, that stands upright 
and comes in at a serious £45,000. 
A matching reference preamp is on 
the way we're told.

© DIGITAL DO MAIN 
C-5/D-38
One of the most exciting amps of 
recent times is Digital Do Main's 
B-1a. Now in B-1d form, for the 
European market, it is joined 
by the C-5 Control Amplifier or 
preamp, which is built with silver 
monocrystal cable in 98 per cent of 
its circuitry.

DOM has also released its D-3b 
DAC. This is a heavily revised version 
of the MSB Platinum converter 
in a very sexy black chassis. This 
combination of these electronics 
with horn-loaded Lansche Audio 
speakers made one of the most 
remarkable sounds at the show.

G) GAMUT DANA
The Danish high-end specialist is 
bucking the upwards trend and 

bringing an entry-level speaker 
range to market. With prices 
starting at €500, Dana consists 
of three stereo models with 
names that indicate the size and 
quantity of main drivers. Thus 
the 1525 standmount has one 
5.25-inch mid/bass unit, the 1650 
floorstander, a single six-and-a- 
half, while the 2650, two of the 
same. Build is in Denmark and 
the range incorporates low loss, 
minimal damping philosophy.

© DENSEN 8-175
Densen's latest B-175 integrated 
(€6,000) is effectively a B-250 
preamp and a pair ofB-350 
monos in one box with a 125-watt 
output. It's built using Densen's 
non- feedback approach, with 
the goal of top-notch transient 
speed. Densen also showed it's 
ultimate preamp; the two-box 
B-275 (€7,500)with heavy internal 
shielding and custom signal caps 
- the light weight of the signal 
processing chassis giving a 'free 
floating sound' according to main 
man Thomas Sillesen.

As with other similar events in 
the last six months, attendance 
wasn't overwhelming. But 
the standard was extremely 
high, with the likes of MBL, 
Audio Avec and Dr Feickert/ 
AMR making some of the more 
engag'ng noises. The latter got 
our attention by playing Papa 
was a rolUngstone in the not so 
orig'nal Germani

The two rooms which really 
made things move were Dig'tal 
Do Main, with Lansche Audio 
speakers and the Silbatone 
Western Electric theatre'. 
Silbatone brought a pair of 1948 
Western Electric L9 cinema 
horns all the way from Korea. 
Rarely have we heard such an 
immediate sound, as when this 
SET-powered, Artemis Labs
turntabled system let rip.

Despite economic uncertainty, 
Greek chaos and Germany 
bailing out the rest of Europe, 
High End's organisers insist that 
business in the EU is stable, and 
2010's show proved to be the 
the biggest yet. •
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Bowers & Wilkins

The origin of

One material sums up our 
uncompromising quest for perfection 
in sound reproduction more than any 
other. Diamond. A unique combination 
of lightness and rigidity, it’s the ultimate 
tweeter dome material. So when we 
were designing our flagship 800 Series 
Diamond reference speakers, we knew 

that nothing else would do. Now, for the 
first time ever, you can experience the 
unparalleled clarity of diamond in every 
speaker in the range. True sound. Made 
for recording studios. And now available 
everywhere else.

www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk

http://www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk
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The power to deliver ‘clean’ power

Aquarius replaced the companies GII Mini 
Sub and is the latest product in IsoTek’s 
unique range of multi-award winning power 
conditioners that are designed and hand 
made in England using the finest materials 
and built to the highest of standards.

Formed in July 2001 IsoTek's vision has been to 
create high-quality mains power conditioners that 
stretch beyond current conventions. Through careful 
market analysis and extensive research. IsoTek has 
been able to launch products that dramatically 
improve the performance of all components used 
within an audio or visual environment, a fact that has 
been proved by countless international reviews and 
over 25 audio awards.

"IsoTek is the leader in mains 
conditioning products" 
Hi-Fi News

"IsoTek is the UK's biggest name in 
mains filtration”
Hi-Fi Choice

"Not all mains conditioners are 
created equal... IsoTek has built itself a 
reputation as a purveyor of mains 
conditioners that actually improve 
(as opposed to just alter) the sound” 
Hi-Fi World

For more information and to obtain your free 
IsoTek brochure please call:

01276 501 392
info@soundfowndations.co.uk 
www.soundfowndations.co.ukwww.isoteksystems.com

"The whole auditioning process took about JO 
seconds. Play a piece of music on GII Mini 
Sub. Play it again on Aquarius and wonder 
whyjou were so attached to the GII Mini 
Sub. " "Very highly recommended”
Hi-Fi Plus. Issue 68.

mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
http://www.soundfowndations.co.ukwww.isoteksystems.com


OPINION
TECHNOLOGY

It's all about the room: 
why corrootion is king
Richard Black reports on the latest techniques in digital room 
correction - which is arguably the ultimate hi-fi 'tweak'

he Rives Audio PARC, reviewed on 
p77, is novel in the way it provides 
room correction, but digital room 
correction schemes have been 

around in various forms for over a decade. The 
basic idea is extremely attractive: use 
sophisticated electronics to compensate for the 
shortcomings of the listening room and indeed of 
the loudspeakers, thus making cheap ’n’ 
cheerful set ups sound like a million dollars.

Well, obviously that’s an exaggeration, but 
anyway just what is such a system trying to 
achieve? Basically, a flat frequency response.

It’s instinctively obvious that a sound 
recording and reproduction system should 
have a flat frequency response if it’s to be truly 
'high fidelity’ - that is, it should treat all 
frequency ranges even-handedly, not 
emphasising or muting any part of the audible 
band. But we all know, because we’ve heard it 
said over and over, that all loudspeakers have a 
somewhat uneven response in the bass and all 
practical rooms also have bass anomalies.

In both cases, that’s due to the dear old audio 
bugbear of resonance. Below a couple of 
hundred Hz or so, the physical dimensions of 
loudspeakers and rooms start being comparable 
to the wavelength of sound vibrations and 
resonances are inevitable. In speakers these are 
damped to some extent by absorbent fillings 
and in rooms they are also broken up by 
furniture. They also depend on the rigidity of 
reflective surfaces, which is why a room with 
lath-and-plaster walls and a carpet sounds 
different from one with brick walls and a tile 
floor. But they are never truly damped to 
extinction, so electronic treatment sounds like 
a cunning plan.

And to some extent it is exactly that. If you 
look at the frequency response of a system with 
a resonance in it, there will be a hump (or 

possibly a trough) in the response and that 
can be pretty accurately nulled electronically, 
restoring the desired flat response. This is a bit 
like the 'equalisation’ used in making LP discs: 
when a master disc is cut the sound is filtered 
to give a non-flat response, but the filtering is 
precisely inverted on playback to give an 
overall flat result.

The perfect balance
The trouble is that resonances, unlike LP 
equalisation, have a lasting effect after the 
original signal has passed and what’s more, 
their effect varies from place to place. If you 
play a short click through a real loudspeaker 
in a real room, resonances are set up which 
ring on after the click at various frequencies 
and if you want to cancel those through the 
loudspeaker you have to generate their inverse 
so that the speaker effectively 'sucks them out’. 
Even that is possible, but only at one precise 
spot in the room.

That’s not to say the situation is hopeless, 
though. In fact room/speaker correction has its 
place if the room and speaker are both pretty 
decent in the first place. The crucial 
consideration is how serious the resonances 
are - in technical terms, what their 'Q factor’ is.

A resonance that goes on for a long time is 
said to have a high Q, and is characterised on a 
response plot by a narrow but quite sharp 
spike. That’s hard to correct usefully, but low-Q 
resonances, as shown by good speakers and 
rooms with friendly acoustics (and, perhaps, 
some gentle treatment in the way of bass traps 
or wall panels), can be quite successfully 
flattened out. Our review of the PARC 
illustrates how effective this can be. It’s not a 
panacea, but electronic room correction can be 
a useful and efficient way of improving overall 
system performance. •

Reassuringly expensive: PARC's digital Rives system is reviewed in full on p77

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Can spending thousands on room
correction equipment ever truly pay? 
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com

Digital room 
correction 
schemes have 
been around for 
over a decade, 
making cheap 'n' 
cheerful set-ups 
sound like a 
million dollars

A musician and recording engineer, Richard 
knows a thing or two about hi-fi - he's been 
writing about it for over two decades
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Chord Anthem 2

w^w.chord.co.uk

Chord Epic 
speaker cable

- 2mm diameter silver-plated oxygen free 

copper conductors 

- Twisted pair configuration 
- Silicone internal jacket 

- High frequency effective dual foil and 

braid shielding system 

- Vibration damping translucent PVC 

outer jackec

- Silver-plated multi strand signal conductor

- Silver-plated combined shielding system

- Internal and excernal Teflon insulation
- Ultra low mass silver-plated non compression RCNphono plugs

- Isolated signal return path
- Single material signal path

- Also available fitted with DIN and XLR plugs

perfect partners
Find the perfect partner for your 
hi-fi and home cinema system at 
www.chord.co.uk

Get advice from the Cable Doctor 
and sign-up for our newsletter, 
keeping you in touch with the 
latest product development 
news, exclusive competitions and 
technical tips

THE 

CHORD 
COMPANY

w.chord.co.uk
http://www.chord.co.uk


OPINIONFORWARD FOCUS
Evolution of the species
Ed Selley investigates a clever piece of software that's set to 
take a bite out of Apple's ubiquitous iTunes interface

rom rather limited beginnings of music ripped exclusively to MP3 and usually at low bit rates, the choices available to audiophiles building a digital library have expanded dramatically. The options available to those ripping their CD collections have, in recent years, expanded by the arrival of Windows Media Player and iTunes, the latter also offering the most successful legitimate download site as well.These programs additionally offered their users far more choice of format and bit rate with MP3 being joined by the WMA and AAC codecs. These also offer a huge step forward in serious audio terms, as among the various bit rates offered is a lossless variant that essentially offers the performance of CD with more effective packing. Since then more specialised ripping software, such as dBpoweramp have added to the choices available for the 'computer audiophile'.One common theme shared by music software up until this point, is that they are also used for the entire business of replay in terms of file management and the transmission of the file to the digital outputs of the computer, be they USB or Firewire. Whilst the computer audiophile is able to select the DAC of their choosing, the signal the DAC receives is going to be the same. The latest evolution in computer audio aims to alter this.Sonic Studio has a long background in the field of mastering music, especially with Red Book CD. Its move from the studio to the home is Amarra, a piece of software designed to take on the task of delivering music from iTunes to the USB or Firewire output of the PC or Mac and offering a choice of sampling rates and (in the case of the full version) parametric EQ settings.
Historical precedentAmarra is designed to improve on the job being done by iTunes - which is notionally bit-perfect out of the box. Is this the start of the next stage of computer audio or an evolutionary blind alley?Sonic Stage is, perhaps, necessarily secretive about the functionality of Amarra as software is easily "evaluated" by competitors. What is clear is that Amarra is able to natively process files above 24-bit/96kHz, which iTunes cannot do
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iTunes listings are easy to navigate, but Amarra is a strep aheadand will, in fact work, up to 24-bit/l92kHz for Firewire-equipped DACs.What is less easily judged, is that Amarra claims to offer superior replay of smaller files - something the iTunes is technically performing already. Reviews from around the world appear to be generally positive, however, so it must be assumed Amarra is doing something at this level as well.Of more interest is whether computer audiophiles will want to add this additional software to their replay chain. The benefits are only currently applicable to the group of audiophiles who are using lossless or better files and even then, the cost (over £300 for the Mini version and rather more for the full one) will add significantly to the all-up cost of any system.In addition, the cost of Firewire-equipped DACs, to make use of the higher bitrate files will increase the cost further. Beyond this, there is the historical precedent that adjustment of EQ settings is something that falls in and out of favour with the wider audio community. Amarra treads the fine line between being a vital additional piece of the computer audiophile world and a 2lst Century graphic equaliser.Another newcomer to the market is the latest version of the Pure Vinyl interface. It seems, at least, one other company believes this market is ready to take off •
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Amarra treads the fine line between being a vital piece of the computer audiophile world and a 21st Century graphic equaliser
EDSELL
Ed worked in retail before joining some 
of the biggest names in the hi-fi industry 
creating and supporting audio products

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Have you taken the plunge into hard disc 
storage yet? Let us know how you did it Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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A
timeless * musical

experience

REFERENCE CD8
Compact Disc Player

1—II Quite possibly 
the best all-round 
single box CD 
player I've heard.II

REFERENCE PHONO 2
Vacuum Tube Phono Preamplifier

-II It is the best
valve preamplifier
I've ever used. II

II The most 
persuasively 
lifelike phonostage 
I've heard.IIKen Kessler I Hi-Fi News I Jan 2010

REFERENCE 5
Vacuum Tube Line-stage Preamplifier

Roy Gregory I Hi-Fi+ I issue 64 Jonathan Valin I The Absolute Sound I Jan 2010

Over 40 years Audio Research has established a new syntax of emotional, evocative sound. Motivated by the uncompromising pursuit of the ultimate musical experience, Audio Research has created a succession of products that have each gained iconic status. Built by hand with the end user always in mind, Audio Research components combine innovation with longevity - all units being repairable to original performance standards, no matter how old.The Audio Research collection encompasses both valve and solid-state technology, delivering some of the most critically acclaimed CD players and amplifiers yet devised. The three components featured above - the latest additions to the world-famous Reference line - have already received the rapturous reception one expects of this prestigious marque.Like all true musical legends. Audio Research creates timeless classics; whichever component you choose, you'll find it's the ultimate sound investment. For details of the full range and your nearest dealer, contact Absolute Sounds.
audio research
HIGH DEFINITION

absolute sounds ltd 
58 Durham Road, London SW20 0TW 

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com

http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com


OPINION
AUDIO ICO NS

For the love of Quad
Jimmy Hughes reflects on Quad’s ESL-57, a 1960's Jekyll and 
Hyde speaker that was better than sex, apparently

hen I first got interested in hi-fi - 
as a spotty schoolboy back in the 
late 1960s - one loudspeaker 
seemed to stand apart from 

everything else. Spoken of in hushed reverent 
tones, it alone seemed able to purvey the pure 
unvarnished truth. This Paragon, by which all 
others were judged was - the original Quad ESL-57. 

Most boys my age simply fantasised about 
motor scooters - or nights of wild, passionate 
sex with Brigitte Bardot. But my desires were 
simpler; I desperately yearned to hear a pair of 
Quads. But how?

As a scruffy fourteen year old, I could blag my 
way into hi-fi shops on the pretext of collecting 
leaflets for my dad. But actually getting a 
fall-blown demonstration? Fat chance! And so 
it wasn't until 1972, that I finally got to hear the 
Quads. By then I was working in hi-fi retail and 
the shop had a pair on demo.

Now - as space was limited in the showroom 
and the speakers needed distance around them 
- the ESLs were hung upside down from the 
ceiling! Hardly ideal. Even so, I can still recall 
firing them up - anticipating nothing less than 
divine revelation. The sound they produced 
was totally unbelievable - albeit, not quite in 
the way I expected.

Revelation? To be frank, the ESL-57s struck 
me as bloody awful - thin, edgy; and 
dynamically flat. The treble seemed tizzy and 
dry and there was no bass. The music lacked 
any sense of presence or immediacy; it was 

Resembling a radiator, the stylish-looking 
Quad ESL had a sound all its own

soggy and flat - as though trying to fight its way 
out of a wet paper bag. Aside from that, they 
were great!

Confused and disappointed, it was only with 
increased experience that I slowly began to 
understand what made the Quads different and 
special. Being a panel speaker, there was a 
complete absence of boxiness - the midband 
was unusually transparent, with a truthful 
unexaggerated tonal quality that was extremely 
natural and real-sounding.

Rich and fruity
Rich, fruity, and coloured, sums-up nearly 
all 1960s loudspeakers. Most featured paper 
cone drivers and were quite efficient. So, back 
then, the Quad ESL stood out like a good deed 
in a naughty world. The era (dark age?) of 
low-coloration, inefficient BBC-inspired
monitors (Spendor, Rogers) had yet to start... 

My ESL Epiphany finally came in 1975
- at a hugely ambitious live verses recorded 
comparison between real musicians and various 
loudspeakers. Held at Conway Hall, it brought 
together opera singers, a string quartet, and 
piano. Alas, the 'comparisons' proved 
embarrassing; no loudspeaker (bar one) 
sounded remotely like the real thing.

The exception? Yup - a pair of stacked Quad 
ESLs. The ESI's tonal balance was free of the 
hanky box coloration that plagued all the 
other loudspeakers. It was the only one able to 
reproduce the crisp starting transients of 
percussion, yet it sounded beautifully natural 
and open on voice. Finally; I understood.

Well, sort of. Sadly; all the domestic ESL-based 
systems I subsequently encountered proved 
disappointing;. With LP as the source, you'd 
invariably get a horribly thin, weedy result, 
which managed to sound both harsh and 
tonally dull at the same time.

Yet, partisan ESL users seemed oblivious to 
such faults and foibles. Hi-fi is often described 
as an illusion. But, in the case of the Quad 
ESLs, delusion would perhaps be a better 
term. The ESL was/is a real Jekyll and Hyde 
speaker. It can sound amazingly good, or 
unbelievably bad, depending on the 
recording and partnering equipment.

If the Quad ESL 57 taught me anything, it 
was this; many people listen selectively and 
focus on certain key areas. A product can be

deeply flawed overall, but providing it does a 
certain thing supremely well, it will attract 
those who overlook all its other faults and 
limitations for the sake of what it does best. •

Most boys my 
age fantasised 
about a night of 
wild, passionate 
sex with Brigitte 
Bardot. My desires 
were simpler;
I desperately 
yearned to hear a 
pair of Quads

JIMMY HUGHES
A hi-fi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAM DO YOU THINK?
Do you also live with the sonic compromises 
that electrostatics bring? Tell us everything.

Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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L etters
. « Get in touch! email us athifichoice@futurenet.com 

or write to: Hi-Fi Choice Letters, Future Publishing Ltd, 
axrlaxi 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW Solutions for better music & movies

The best way to test 
cables?
I read Richard Black's recent 
column on testing audio 
components with great interest 
and since I'm familiar with Audio 
Diffmaker, I'd be very interested 
to see your magazine use this tool 
to test audio products, and cables 
in particular. Otherwise, there's 
nothing in the way of tests on 
cables, just the usual, "We heard 
cable A demonstrate such and 
such qualities... Trust us..."

Audio Diffmakertests may not 
be definitive, but at least it would 
be possible to make a comparison 
instead of just taking a reviewer's 
word for how any given cable sounds. 
Joe, via email

HFC Richard replies: It’s 
certainly worth a try, and I hope 
you won’t be too surprised to 
hear I’ve tried it! I’ve also tried 
other, more labour-intensive (but 
ultimately more sensitive) ways 
of doing the same thing. The 
trouble always is that one runs up 
against the same old questions: 
are we sensitive to small 
frequency response and phase 
shifts and just how small an 
amount of non-linear distortion 
can we hear?

The thing is, that differencing 
tests on cables can quite easily 
show that non-linear distortion is 
at or below the -70dB threshold, 
while linear distortions 
(frequency response etc.) are 
often as high as -20dB. But so 
what? Frustratingly, it doesn’t 
prove anything new.
Hear, hear!
As I know from having had very 
waxed-up ears from my teens, 
the sound we hear can be very 
dependent on how clear our 
ears are. I remember days at a 
time walking round with muffled 
hearing, until I started cleaning the 
wax out of my ears.

Given how much a lot of us 
audiophiles spend on our systems, 
is there some sort of special regular 
ritual for keeping my ears optimally 
clean? I just use cotton buds to 
remove the wax at the moment. 
pyrom, via email

Cables: how best 
to test?

HFC The general view amongst 
the medical profession seems to 
be that putting anything in the ears 
without it being done by someone 
medically qualified is A Bad Thing. 
The ears are very delicate and can 
be easily damaged.

/As ever, it’s probably best to 
consult a doctor first, who may 
suggest periodic use of olive oil 
(available from pharmacies) to 
soften ear wax so that it works its 
way out of the ear without any other 
intervention. Overtime, repeated 
use of cotton buds or ear plugs may 
lead to the wax becoming hard and 
compacted, both of which would 
make it more difficult to remove.

Age before youth
Congratulations on a timely review 
ofDACs. I've been researching 
them to better understand the 
technical and performance 
differences and, therefore, wasn't 
surprised to learn that the Blind
listening Group Test winner was 
the Cambridge Audio DacMagic, 
uses the Wolfson WM8740 chip.

I was surprised, however, to find 
this chip was introduced back in 
April2000.

As you point out, it's not so 
much what component you've got, 
as what you do with it. But, can 
anyone explain how a 10-year-old 
chip still delivers state-of-the-art 
performance? I don't doubt this 
is a worthy winner, but I would 
sleep better if there was some 
explanation for this conundrum. 
Ion Mitchel via email

HFC We passed on your 
comments to Richard Black, who 
conducted the DAC group test, 
and he replied thus: It’s simple 
- they got it right 10 years ago 
and haven’t really been able to 
add anything new in the way of 
performance since.

In fact, DACs from the big 
names (Wolfson, Analog 
Devices, Burr-Brown and Cirrus) 
had pretty much reached a 
performance plateau more 
like 15 years ago, with 
improvements in performance 
since then generally very 
small indeed (arguably 
academic in most applications). 
Digital filtering still has 
some way to go and Cambridge 
is to be commended on 
taking this on (with partner 
Anagram Technologies).

Incidentally, the DacMagic, 
like many other recommended 
products of recent years, also 
uses the 5532 op-amp chip, 
which dates back to the 1970s!
Moving my hi-fi overseas 
Why is it that some manufacturers 
build their equipment to work on 

only one voltage standard (say 
the 230V forthe European Union), 
while others produce components 
with switchable input voltage 
settings, like 230Vand 120V? Ifl 
end up heading forthe States to 
work, as looks likely this year, I'll 
be lumbered with having to sort 
out step-up transformers, which 
I doubt are going to do my sound 
quality any favours. Maybe we 
should all just move to gear with 
switch-mode supplies which will 
work from any voltage worldwide!
tardisboy, via email

A step-up transformer from Tacima, for 
use with American voltages

HFC Those manufacturers who fit 
single-voltage transformers could 
well feel justified in predicting 
that 99 per cent of their buyers are 
going to be using their equipment 
in the country in which it’s sold, 
so there’s no need to go to the 
slight extra expense of a mains 
transformer with twin primaries.

This could be especially true 
where component budgets are 
tight and the manufacturer would 
prefer to spend extra money 
elsewhere. Sometimes, twin 
primaries are fitted, and the wiring 
needs slight alteration inside the 
casework rather than the flick of a 
switch on the rear panel.
Whatever the reason, for the sake 

of some extra windings, we wish 
more manufacturers would offer 
this sort of flexibility - buying a 
step-up transformer for a 150-watt 
class A/B amp isn’t going ta be 
particularly cheap.
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Put a sock in it
I was shocked at your answer to 
Rchantry concerning stuffing old 
socks into the wonderful Bowers 
and Wilkins 684 speaker (HFC 332)!

I too shied away from standmounts 
due their stability around young 
children and I also have them 
approximately a foot from the back 
wall (OK, maybe 350mm).

One of the reasons I went for 
Bowers and Wilkins speakers is 
because of their bungs. These 
can completely block or semi block 
(re-tune) the front or rear port, which 
means you have quite a range of 
combinations to try and use to re-tune 
the speakers to your room and ears.

I have the front ports semi
blocked and the rear open, which 
makes them superbly cohesive to 
my ears. As Paul Messenger has 
commented before, why don't more 
manufacturers offer this sensible 
choice? Old socks indeed!
Matthew Mowle, via email

Put a sock in it ...NOTI Bowers and
Wilkins loudspeakers

HFC In our experience, there's a 
number of hi-fi accessories which 
tend to find their way into limbo, 
either down the back of the sofa or 
into thatmysteriouszone in which 
small objects disappear without 
necessarily being lost forever. This 
goes for bungs too, if it's a change 
of room after moving house, or 
repositioning the speakers after a 
change of matching component, 
while the bungs are still hidden in 
the speaker packing at the back of

the loft. A little experimentation 
with the aforementioned footwear 
is a handy way of getting a rough 
idea of how bungs might affect 
the sound before sending out an 
expedition to the loft, or ordering a 
new set from the manufacturer.
Help filling my cavities
I've just replaced my old 
floorstanding speakers with 
standmounts and am wondering 
what the best sort of filling forthe 
stands is? Sand seems to be the 
most popular, but is there any 
risk of the stands rusting seeing 
as they're made of steel? What 
amount of sand should I put in 
each stand - just fill it completely? 
chuppapappa, via email

HFC If you go for sand, your best 
bet would be to opt for kiln-dried 
sand from a builder's merchant, 
as this will be dry enough and 
won't rust the insides of your 
precious stands. Make sure you 
pour it into strong plastic bags 
inside your stands too, otherwise 
getting it out if you need to move 
the stands any distance will be a 
real pain.

As we've featured in previous 
issues of Hi-Fi Choice, cat litter 
might make a fine alternative, 
though it's less dense than 
sand and won't break the 
bank as would lead shot, or try a 
weighty combination of lead 
shot and sand.

When it comes to quantity, 
that's down to experimentation 
really. You might want to try 
starting off with a third full, then 
work up in increments of a third 
from there.

Never mind the cat, litter can be very useful for 
adding weight to your loudspeaker’s performance

LETTER OF THE MONTH
Clarity and transparency

I'DCERTAINLY like to see more 
tests of active loudspeakers, as 
there's always some confusion over 
exactly what constitutes an active 
loudspeaker - some manufacturers' 
descriptions of their products 
make it difficult to tell whether 
their product is genuinely active, 
or a passive design with multiple 
channels of amplification built in 
(if you see what I mean).
jimmyproton^tf, via email

HFC We agree that confusion sometimes creeps in 
regarding active loudspeakers. As you well know, truly 
active loudspeakers contain three main building blocks: 
an active crossover, which splits the incoming line-level 
signal into bands depending on which driver it will be fed 
to; power amps; and the loudspeaker drivers themselves. 
In this configuration, there is no passive crossover 
between the amplifiers' outputs and the drivers. The other 
way of constructing a powered speaker goes like this: 
power amps receiving the line-level input, followed by 
passive crossovers, followed by drivers.

Out of two we/I-designed speakers, we would always 
tend to gravitate towards the truly active implementation. 
The result is typically a more dynamic, transparent sound, 
particularly in the bass. Obviously, the one main problem 
with actives, at least as far as system tweakers are 
concerned, is that there's no way to swap power amps 
and cables in and out of the system to tune its presentation 
to perfection. Choose wisely when you buy, however, and 
the rewards are still great.

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter of the Month winners 
will receive an impressive 
Russ Andrews PowerMax 
mains lead worth £45, 
so drop us a line now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com
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EXPERT TESTING
□ OUR 
AWARDS

How we test
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business and here we explain why our definitive verdicts count

Hi-fi reviews
No other magazine offers a more reliable standard of hi-fi testing.
Technical Consultant Richard Black explains...

FOR OVER TltREEdecades, Hi-A Choice 
has been trusted for its combination 
of subjective and technical review 
expertise. The crucial consideration 
for any audio component is how it 
sounds, but it is important to back this 
up with laboratory measurements for 
many reasons - everything from the 
wish to check basic performance to 
the possibility of uncovering peculiar 
behaviour under conditions, perhaps 
slightly different from those of the 
subjective tests.

Listening
Subjective testing doesn't necessarily 
require the world's sharpest ears. 
What's more important is the 
experience to analyse the sound 
arriving from the hi-fi and this is where 
our subjective reviewers come in: 
they have been listening critically to 
audio equipment for aeons and have 
learned to identify the characteristics 
that make kit informative, involving or 
just plain dull. 

Ufi Choice JULY 2010 www.hifichoice.co.uk

WINNER

Measurement
But even the most experienced listener, 
with a stack of familiar recordings heard 
in familiar surroundings, can't always 
know what is causing a particular

characteristic in the sound. Brightness, 
for instance, may be a function of 
frequency response or distortion and 
this is where measurements come 
in. We analyse a range of parameters 
to see just where the correlation lies 
between sound and design. Our test 
equipment has been tried, tested and 
added to over the years and again our 
experience with it is unrivalled.

Straightforward presentation
We call on that experience to boil down 
the measurements to simple bar charts, 
which show at a glance how well a 
component behaves relative to others 
in its category. It's this combination 
of subjective and technical expertise 
that makes our reviews the most useful 
in the field.

"crucial consideration 
for any audio 
component is how 
it sounds, but it is 
important to back this 
up with laboratory 
measurements ..."

STATE-OF-THE 
ART HI-FI TECH
HFCs test equipment is the 
most advanced kit available

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparativetests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

AT HI-FI CHOICE, we have access 
to some of the most advanced test 
equipment currently available on the 
market, including the Audio Precision 
APx585, which you'll find in the labs 
of many top hi-fi manufacturers. 
The 585 can be configured to test a 
variety of key hi-fl products, such as 
amplifiers, CD players/DACs and - 
with the help of a specially-calibrated 
microphone -loudspeakers.

In conjunction with some 
conventional lab equipment at 
our disposal, the 585 will also be 
used to test analogue playback 
equipment including phono stages 
and turntables. These objective 
measurements - which conform 
to recognised industry standards 
- are designed to complement 
subjective evaluations such as the 
listening panels organised by our 
internationally respected reviewers.

The standard of our test facilities 
is unrivalled in the UK press. Quite 
simply, no other magazine offers this 
level of cutting-edge testing, making 
the verdicts in Hi-Fi Choice the only 
ones you can really trust.

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


HOW WE TEST

Unrivalled group tests
Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer blind-listening 
group tests, fully backed up with objective data

F BLIND-LISTENING TESTS
THE MAJOR ADVANTAGE in carrying out 
'blind' listening tests is that it removes 
any prejudices the listeners might 
have regarding eitherthe brand or the 
specific model being auditioned. In the 
case of loudspeakers, an acoustically 
transparent curtain is strung across the 
end of the listening room, while prior 
measurements and sighted listening 
helps determine the optimum locations

SIGHTED LISTENING

WHILE 'BLIND' LISTENING tests provide 
useful information that's free from 
prejudices and obtained under formal 
and controlled conditions, they do have 
several significant limitations, which 
can be countered by hands-on work.

Their very formality can cause some 
stress in listeners, which may reduce 
the powers of discrimination. Another 
innate difficulty lies in the variations 
in tonal balance that are inevitably

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

[TECH LABSl

THE SOUND heard from a stereo 
system is actually a combination 
of the two loudspeakers, plus their 
interaction with the listening room. 
Our analogue approach provides 
information about the frequency 
response and tonal balance of a given 
pair. Running rapid sinewave sweeps, 
moving the microphone to different 
positions, establishes the 'real world' 
far field averaged frequency response 
and bass extension of a stereo pair.

By feeding all the speakers under 
test at the same predetermined

for each model being tested.
A sighted operator installs the 

speakers in a random sequence, 
and, taking care to try and maintain 
consistent perceived loudness, a 
selection of short tracks covering a 
broad spectrum of music (compiled 
at full WAVE resolution onto a CD-R for 
convenient replay) is played for about 
15 minutes per presentation.

found between one speaker and 
another (and indeed one listening 
seat and another), with the problem 
that there's a strong tendency to 
judge each speaker in the context 
of its predecessor.

Hands-on work gives each speaker 
a chance to strut its stuff over the 
longer haul, under more relaxed 
circumstances and a far wider variety of 
sources, including radio and vinyl discs.

setting on the amplifier volume 
control, the sensitivity of the speaker 
may be derived. Impedance sweeps 
provide information about amplifier 
loading and the closeness with which 
the two examples of our pair match.
SENSm^
Sensitivity represents the relative loudness 
of a speaker for a given amplifier voltage. It's 
scaled to 2.83Vat Im (corresponding to one 
watt of power into an eight ohm load).

BASS EXTENSION
Our figure istheaveraged bass roll-offfrequency 
at -6dB ref. the broad midband, for a stereo 
pair in the far field of a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room

EASE OF DRIVE
low impedance and sensitivity both make 
a loudspeaker theoretically harder to drive. 
Low impedance is especially important at low 
and midband frequencies

OVERALL FREQUENCY BA^NCE 
True neutrality is an obvious goal, though 
some Tailoring' is both acceptable and 
widely practised

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS
Beyond the overall tonal balance, the detail 
smoothness has much to do with the delicacy 
of the sound and its ability to deliver subtle 
harmonic shading.

THIS ISSUE'S 
BLIND PANEL
This month's panel of experienced 
li steners from within the industry are:

□ TESTING 
EQUIPMENT 
USED
Sources:
Nairn CDS 3/555PS 
Rega Isis
Linn LP12 (modded)
Amps:
Nairn NAC552 
Nairn NAPSOO 
Rega Osiris
Cables:
Vertex AQ, The 
Chord Company, 
Phonosophie, Nairn

□ TEST 
MUSIC USED
LAURIE 
ANDERSON: 
STRANGE ANGELS

1

KEITH HADDOCK
JOB: PR EXECUTIVE 
A VETERAN PR operator 
with twenty-five year's 
experience in the industry, 
Keith supplies accelerators 
and sticking plasters for 
many famous and not so 
famous hi-fi brands.

KEITH TONGE
JOB: MARKETING 
MANAGER
KEITH HAS SPENT the last 
14 years as Marketing 
Manager at PMC, visiting 
many of the world's leading 
music^making facilities.

PAUL BENGE
JOB: HEAD OF SALES
A WHEELER and dealer of 
secondhand equipment, 
Paul Benge has heard more 
high-end hi^fi then most 
mortals could dream of. 
Paul is head of sales for 
distributor ABC Audio.

^CAMBRIDGE 
SINGERS RUTTER: 
THERE IS SWEET 
MUSC

DEFINITIVE 
VERDICTS
No other magazine offers an 
equivalent listening programme

MARIBOINE:
EALLIN'

Quite often a nervous manufacturer 
will get on the telephone to ask 
how things are going. The answer 
invariably has to be fundamentally 
noncommittal, albeit laced with 
cautious optimism, because any 
final judgements on the overall 
performance and value for money 
of an individual loudspeaker can only 
be arrived at once the whole 
test procedure has been completed 
and all the various strands can be 
pulled together.

I ndividual reviews have their place, 
especially when it comes to dealing 
with the more unusual and upmarket 
components. But the comparative 
Blind-listening Group Testis a much 
more effective means of evaluating 
a component, as each may be 
directly compared to a norm 
established by the group as a whole. 
Even though loudspeakers show 
rather greater variations in size of 
main drivers and enclosures than 
other components, this remains an 
exceedingly powerfultool.

I TESTED THIS MONTH: LOUDSPEAKERS
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COMPETITION

WORTH

For your chance to win the 
MC10 Special, text HUL A, 
B or C to 87474 or visit www. 
futurecomps.co.uk/hul and 
follow the instructions, leaving 
your selected answer and details 
where prompted.

linked to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable 
value. Unless otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future Publishing and 
any party involved in the competition or their households.

By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and 
for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the 
Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide 
additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by 
you of any prize is conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither 
the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize.

FOR YOUR chance to win 
this sought-after cartridg 
please answer the 
following question:

tracking force for a moving coil (1.35
1.5gm), the MC 10 Special produces 
midrange and treble with beautiful 
clarity, detail and imaging. Soundstaging 
is strong too, endowing well-made 
recordings with a genuinely convincing 
sense of the acoustic of the venue.

A:Gyger2 
B: Shibata 
GVDHTypel

What type of tip is 
to the MC 10 Speci;

AVAN DEN HULMC10 
SPECIAL CARTRIDGE

discovered when he pit it against the 
competition in HFC330'scartridge 
Blind-Listening Group Test.

The unique tip is mounted at one end 
of a boron cantilever, while the silver-wire 
voice coils sit at the other. With a relatively 
highcompliance and consequently low

TERMS AND CONDITIONS To enter the van den Hul competition, you can either (a) text your answer to 87474 at anytime between 27.05.10 
and 23.06.10, or (b) enter online at www.futurecomps.co.uk/hul with yourentry being received between 27.05.10 and 23.06.2010.
By sending your entry you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to receive details of future offers and promotions 
from Future Publishing Limited and carefully selected third parties. If you do not want to receive information relating to future offers and 
promotions, please include the word STOP at the end of your text message or at the end of your postal entry. Texts will be charged at £1.00 
plus your standard network tariff rate.

By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at 
www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp . Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not 
be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are

ASURESIGN K/lr A J van den Hul 
understands cartridge design, is the fact 
that he is the creator of his own stylus 
profile, the VDH type 1. And after 30 years 
in the business, it's no surprise that vdH 
has produced a very capably performer 
in the MC TO Special, as Richard Black
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^^Blind-listening

Group
LOUDSPEAKERS £895-£1,450

Which is the best small 
summer speaker?
Five classy standmounts set out their stalls 
alongside one floorstander Paul Messenger 
and our blind-listening panel look for some truths

NONE OFTOE models in this month's 
Blind-listening Group Test are 
inexpensive, yet some are very small 
indeed. So how does a speaker that's 
knee-high to a grasshopper justify its 
substantial pricetag?
Part of the answer has to do with the 

aesthetics. For example, the quality 
of the veneer and its treatment will 
always be reflected in the price, yet 
for the potential buyer, it's impossible 
to justify high prices based on that 
factor alone.

One can easily point out that the 
Spendor looks significantly more 
expensive than the PMC, but is that 
superior finish worth an extra 40 per 
cent on the price?

Likewise, the Roksan looks sharper 
and more costly than the similarly priced 
PMC, but the latter measures better and 
sounds smoother. The reviewer naturally 
has to pick the latter, but that doesn't 
mean that the customer necessarily will.

Then there's the whole question 
of size. A larger loudspeaker should

inevitably offer some performance 
advantages over the very small and will 
probably cost a little more too. Yet the 
overwhelming message one gets from 
most consumers is that small is beautiful 
and the smaller the better.

"the overwhelming 
message one gets from 
most consumers is the 
smaller the better."

Once again the reviewer is in a 
quandary, unable to deny the potential 
advantages of the larger speaker, yet 
knowing full well that the customer 
wants to believe in tiny miracles.

These paradoxes illustrate clearly 
how impossible it is to choose the 
grounds for recommending a speaker on 
someone else's behalf. One can point 
out strengths and weaknesses, but how 
these are weighted must be down to the 
end user. ►

PRICING
OUR GROUP 
effectively covers a 
recommended price 
rangefrom £895 to 
£1,450 per pair, 
though as ever the 
considerable 
variations in 
apparent asking 
prices will befound 
online.

Since five or six are 
standmount models, 
a number of luxury 
touches (such as 
good quality real 
wood veneers and 
lacquer finish) are to 
be expected.

Drive units too, will 
befarfrom the most 
basic types and 
include at least one 
ribbon tweeter, one 
coaxial driver and 
other interesting 
variations on more 
familiar themes.

I ON TEST

MAD (My Audio Design) 
My Clapton £1,388 p36 
My Clapton is a generous 
port-loaded standmount 
based on a 200mm coaxial 
drive unit and priced from 
£1,388 per pair.The brand and 
model names are both clues 
to this newcomer's Anglo- 
Chinese heritage, as well as a 
determination to create its own 
distinctive approach.

Monopulse 625 £1,195 p37
The only ftoorstander in the 
group, the 625 is a slim and 
elegant affair finished in 
cloth rather than veneer. As 
the brand name suggests, 
Monopulse's two-way designs 
attempt to recreate an accurate 
time-aligned impulse signal 
by careful driver spacing and 
location, aswell as a simple 
crossover design.

PMC DB1i£985 p41
The smallest model in PMC's 
successful and extensive 
range of models, all ofwhich 
feature transmission line 
bass loading, it's hard to 
believe that the company 
has managed to fold a full 
1.5 metre line into the modest 
volume available behind 
the DBl i's small bass/mid- 
drive unit.

Roksan K2TR-5£895 p43
The Kandy range's more 
affordable standmount 
sibling to the ftoorstanding 
Caspian FR-5 model, this 
K2TR-5 comes dressed in a 
selection of attractive real 
wood veneers, and features 
an 'area drive' ribbon 
tweeter alongside its more 
conventional port-loaded 
bass/mid main driver.

Spendor SA1 £1,295 p45
Paying homage to both the 
originalSAl and the LS3/5a 
classic models from Ihe 
1970s, this new SAl 
standmount is a tiny but very 
refined and carefully developed 
design, both in terms of the 
advanced drive units it uses 
and also in the resonance 
control techniques applied to 
the enclosure.

Triangle Trio £1,449 p47
The smallest member of 
Triangle's mid-price Genese 
range, theTrio is a generously 
proportioned two-way 
standmount. It is available 
finished in a numberofreal 
wood veneers, and has 
curved sides to add strength 
and control internal standing 
waves. A horndoaded tweeter 
protrudes above the enclosure.
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BLIND-LISTENINGrZDOI IDT CCI LOUDSPEAKERS GROUPTEST £896^£1,46O

MAD
My Clapton £1*388

Newcomer My Audio Design is no slowhand when it 
comes to building speakers here in England

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN: 
UK
WEIGHT:
12kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
255x453x290mm
FEATURES:
• Coaxial neodymium 
tweeter with short 
horn
• Single terminal pair
• Critically damped 
enclosure
• Available in a wide 
variety of finishes 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
My Audio Design 
^^WNE: 
07782137868
WEBSITE: 
madengland.com

he names are a giveaway. 
MAD is an acronym for 
My Audio Design, while 
christening this particular 
speaker My Clapton, is 

further evidence of designer and 
principal Tim Jung's Hong Kong 
Chinese background.

The creatively idiosyncratic 
marketing might have a strong Far 
Eastern influence, but the My 
Clapton loudspeaker is actually 
designed and manufactured here in 
the UK, using largely UK ingredients.

It's an unusual speaker in a number 
of respects, mounting a 200mm 
coaxial drive unit into a generously 
proportioned, rather bluff and 
four-square ported enclosure.

Large eight-inch two-way 
standmount speakers seemed in 
danger of disappearing around the 
same time we were all being forced 
to abandon Imperial measurements 
and start referring to 200mm 
main drivers.

Back in the 1970s, the virtual 
disappearance of 8-inchers in 
favour of the 6.5-inch (165mm) 
main driver was largely due to 
fashion and the increasing demand 
for ever slimmer and more 
discreet loudspeakers.

The UK-made 200mm drive unit 
used here is, therefore, one of an 
increasingly rare breed. Like Tannoy's 
well-known Dual Concentric designs, 
it places a tweeter in the centre of a 
bass/mid cone, but in this case the 
soft dome tweeter is mounted on a 
extension to the central pole-piece 
and loaded by a short horn. This is 
surrounded by both a hard (c70mm) 
baffle and a lOOmm foam disc. The 
paper bass/mid cone is roughly 
153mm in diameter and enclosed by 
a relatively stiff surround - a little 
like those found in PA drivers.

The critically damped enclosure has 
nicely rounded edges. The supplied 
grille has a thick frame and looks 
better avoided, while signals are fed 
via a simple crossover and a single 
terminal pair. Although the base 
model in textured black costs £1,388 
per pair, virtually any colour can be 
ordered, albeit at a price - the 
high-gloss white version pictured, for 
example, is £2,000!

Sound quality
My Clapton seemed to polarise 
panel opinion in the Blind-listening 
Group Tests and, while the basic 
characteristics tended to be identified 
pretty accurately, the reaction to 

them varied somewhat
depending on 
individual tastes.

The bottom line 
here is probably an 
overall tonal balance 
which does suffer a 
degree of midband 
coloration and 
definitely errs 
somewhat on the thin 
and bright side of 
neutral. While the 
character is quite 
muscular and punchy, 
with good coherence,
plenty of drive and 
urgency and decent 
rendition of orchestral 
textures, it does lack 
warmth. This leaves
the top end of the 

audio band sounding a 
little exposed, especially when 

the volume control is wound up. In a 

very real sense, it was felt by the 
panel that this speaker's character 
would be better suited to valve, 
rather than solid-state amplification.

My Clapton delivers a quite 
engaging and involving overall 
sound quality in a package that's 
certainly distinctive and very 
different from the marketplace 
stereotypes. Its rather bright 
character didn't suit all our listeners: 
some criticised a degree of coloration 
and limited stereo depth, while 
others welcomed the good coherence 
and dynamic drive.

TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
The manufacturer's claim for a sensitivity 
of 91-92dB is distinctly optimistic. Under 
our far-field in-room conditions, 88dB is 
the best figure we could get, though that's 
not at all bad in the context of a very easy 
load that always stays above 7 ohms and 
shows gentle transitions. Sadly, the match 
between the individual speakers of our 
pair was a little disappointing, showing 
impedance variations of 0.5-1 ohms.

Although some room-related unevenness 
below 500Hz is inevitable, the overall 
frequency response is flat and smoother 
than most above 500Hz. However, whether 
such a well maintained treble output above 
the presence region is actually desirable 
must be a matter for debate. The port is 
tuned to 43 Hz, restricting practical bass 
extension to around35Hz. While the 
speaker should be free from any boom, the 
overall average low frequency output level 
below 500Hz is just a little shy.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 
★ ★★

VALUE FOR MONEY

***
BUILD QUALITY

*****
PRACTICALITY 
★ ★★★

LIKE: Muscular sound; 
decentdynamic grip and 
fine coherence

DISLIKE: Balance lacks 
warmth giving a rather 
thin overall character

WE SAY: A refreshingly 
different package, but 
the overall performance 
is below par

OVERALL
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BLIND-LISTENING 
£896 to £1,460 GROUPTEST

Monopulse 
625£1*195
Monopulse breaks the rules on standmount stereotypes 
with the help of its proprietary super-tweeter

1: DETAILS

ORIGIN: 
UK

WEIGHT:
14.5kg 
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
175x920x200mm
FEATURES:
• Incorporates a 
super-tweeter
• Phase-accurate 
driver disposition
• Twin terminal pairs 
• Port-loaded 
through the base
• Fabric covered with 
colour options 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Monopulse UK 

TELEPHONE: 
07785 558238
WEBSITE: 
monopulse.co.uk

□
 he basis of Monopulse 

loudspeakers lies in 
applying audio lessons 
that were learned 

working with phased-array radar 
systems, the prime purpose being 
to reproduce transient leading 
edges accurately.

The consequent need to time-align 
the outputs of the three drive units 
at the listening seat imposes some 
constraints on the driver layout. 
These are solved by adopting a 
floorstanding configuration (which 
determines the height of the drivers 
above the floor), by placing the 
tweeter beneath the bass/mid drive 
unit, and by mounting a super-tweeter 
on the top, set back from the front 
panel under a metal protective hoop.

The complexity of this arrangement 
perhaps goes some way towards 
explaining the decision to go for a 
fabric covering over the front and 
sides of the enclosure. One 

worthwhile consequence is that the 
speakers are, therefore, available in a 
wide choice of different colours, 
perhaps chosen to match carpeting or 
curtains. Alongside the fabric, the top 
'hoop' is polished steel (again with 
colour options), the back is covered 
in a thin foam sheet and more foam 
protects the super-tweeter.

Despite its very slim appearance 
from the front, the £1,195 per pair 
62$ still has room for a 
160-millimetre bass/mid driver with 
a visible (through the fabric) cone 
diameter of 11Omm. The main 
tweeter has a relatively large soft- 
dome diaphragm (which probably 
explains why a super-tweeter is 
fitted). Simple single element (6dB/ 
octave) crossovers are used to 
maintain phase integrity.

The enclosure is reflex-loaded by 
a downward-firing port in the base, 
metal feet keeping the port clear of 
the floor with or without the use of 
thumbwheel-tightened spikes. 
However, there's no extra plinth and 
the footprint is very modest, so 
physical stability is distinctly marginal.

Electrical connection is via twin 
terminal pairs set high off the ground, 
so trailing wires are unavoidable.

Sound quality
As the sighted operator sitting in the 
prime listening position, I was very 
impressed by the sound quality of the 
62S during the listening test, despite 
a rather 'heavy' bottom end that 
made setting an appropriate listening 
level rather tricky.

The other listeners were rather less 
impressed, which with hindsight is of 
course entirely logical. The Monopulse 
is deliberately designed as a 'sweet 
spot' loudspeaker, and will, therefore, 
show expression and time coherence 
in a relatively small listening zone. As 
a result of this, maximum performance 
will never be evenly achieved across 
the wide seating area required to 
accommodate a listening panel.

In short, the bass end is rather too 
strong here, as is the top end, the 
combination giving a touch of 
'loudness contour' effect which 
somewhat favours listening at 
modest levels. Imaging is 

impressively spacious, with 
potentially excellent focus and 
coherence, though the overall sound 
could be smoother and the top end, 
in particular, sweeter and less obvious.

Different in nearly every respect 
from the stereotypes, the Monopulse 
62S has unusual styling and 
presentation and its sonic performance 
is strongly oriented towards the 
sweet spot listener. One can criticise 
the weak midband sensitivity and 
poor physical stability, but in other 
respects it certainly represents an 
interesting alternative.

TECH LABS
It's difficult to see where the manufacturer 
finds a sensitivity rating of 90dB, as during 
our tests it only manages to achieve a very 
modest 84dB -significantly less than the 
87dB we obtained when testing this model 
eighteen months ago. Indeed, all three 
examples of the 625 we have encountered 
overthe last three years have measured 
rather differently from one another, which 
is a cause of some concern.

The reduced midband sensitivity here 
means that the mid-bass (40-60Hz) is 
clearly too strong, relatively speaking. 
The balance above 60 Hz is reasonably 
well controlled and, while the presence 
(1.5-4kHz) is rather uneven, the treble 
proper is certainly smoother than before. 
The port is tuned to 40 Hz, so bass 
extension is very respectable, while the 
easy seven-plus ohms amplifier load is 
some compensation for the low sensitivity. 
Pair matching was good above 200Hz, but 
rather less so at low frequencies.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILO QUALITY
****
PRACTICALITY
***

LIKE: Fine 'sweetspot' 
focus and coherence with 
good definition

DISLIKE: Poor physical 
stability and weak 
midband sensitivity

WE SAY: Interesting 
alternative in styling and 
focus. butnot without 
itsflaws

OVERALL

****
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It's a breeze to buy high-end gear at www.coolgales.com.

turntable, £6250
With mag bearing, speed control. "A superb way 
of playing vinyl that never draws attention to 
itself.” (Hi-Fi World) ON OEM

Transfiguration Orpheus L 
cartridge, £3400

New 1 Ohm internal impedance version. "Totally 
natural rendition of music." (Hi-Fi News) ON OEM

Graham Phantom II 
tonearm, £3550

Interchangeable armtubes. "A masterpiece of 
craftsmanship and design savvy." (The Absolute 
Sound) ON OEM

Scheu Laufwerk 2 turntable, £4350

Massive 80 mm platter, Papst motor.
"Reference quality ...reference quality looks.” 
{TNTAudio.com) ON OEM

Ortofon SPU 90th Anniversary 
cartridge, £1400

Silver-plated 6N copper coils. "More touch, 
texture, color, and sheer whomp.” (Stereophile) 
ON OEM

SME V tonearm, £2180

The all-time classic. "Perhaps the last great 
flowering of the tonearm designer's art."
(Hi-Fi News) ON OEM

Michell Gyro SE turntable, £1135
The classic John Michell design. "Should 
appeal to anyone looking for a high-end deck." 
(Hi-Fi News)

Lyra Delos cartridge, £895
Replaces Argo i. A new standard for mid-range 
low-output moving coils. ON OEM

Clearaudio Unify tonearm, £1360
Phenomenal unipivot, available in carbon-fibre 
and wood versions, 9, 10, 12, and 14 inch 
lengths.

Pro-Ject Xpression Ill turntable, £435

Gloss black base, acrylic platter. "Better 
imaging, better ambience and dynamics.” 
(Hi-Fi News)

Sumiko Blue Point Special EVO Ill 
cartridge, £239

A favourite high-output moving coil. "A big 
helping of moving-coil goodness.” 
(The Absolute Sound)

Thomas Schick tonearm, £975

Musical, involving 12-incher. Already a classic 
design. ON OEM

Plus other turntables from
Acoustic Solid 
Clearaudio 
Michell 
Pro-Jee!
Roksan
Scheu
SME
VPI

Plus other cartridges from
Audio-Technica 
Brinkmann
Cartridge Man 
Clearaudio 
Denon
Goldring
Grado
Lyra
Ortofon
Sumiko
Transfiguration
Zyx

Plus other tonearms from
Clearaudio
Hadcock
Michell
Ortofon
Pro-Ject
Roksan
Scheu
SME
VPI

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy. Give us a click. Give us a call.

http://www.coolgales.com
TNTAudio.com


Keith Monks Omni Mk VII record cleaning machine, £3295
Cleans all size records. ""If you're looking for 
the best, well, here it is." (Stereophile)

COOL GALES

speakers, £21999
Ten valve design. ""A sense of palpability and 
immediacy that recalls the magic of live music." 
(The Absolute Sound) ON OEM Forget hi-fi. “A stereo sound every bit as 

dynamic as real music." (Stereophi/e) ON OEM

Loricraft PRC3 record cleaning machine, £1395
The standard for serious vinylphiles. ""Even 
brand new, sealed records benefit." 
(PositiveFeedback.com,)

Leema Acoustics Agena phono stage, £2995
Reference unit with two inputs, fully adjustable.
Integral DAG with USB port. ON OEM

Esoteric X-05 SACD/CD player, £4495
Awesome one-box unit. “There aren't 
enough superlatives to describe this 
machine." (The Absolute Sound) ON OEM

VPI 16.5 record cleaning machine, £575
Our most popular budget unit. “An essential 
component." (Hi-Fi+)

Record Research Lab record cleaning fluids, £19.95
The gold standard for use with record 
cleaning machines. Always in stock.

Plus other analogue care products from
L'Art du Son
Clearaudio
Goldring
Keith Monks
Last
Loricraft
Lyra
Milly
Moth
Onzow Zerodust
Ortofon
Roksan
Scheu
Sumiko
VPI

Whest PS.30RDT phono stage, £2799
Dual transformer, dual mono. "A brilliant 
all round design." (Hi-Fi World) ON OEM

Pro-Ject Tube Box II phono stage, £310
Great valve unit. Budget version of acclaimed 
Pro-Ject Tube Box SE.

Plus other phono stages from
Aesthetix
Clearaudio
Esoteric
Graham Slee
Leema Acoustics
Lehmann
Lyra
Pro-Ject
Thomas Mayer
Whest

Stax SR-007 II SE Omega System headphones and amp, £3195 
Hand-selected valves. “If I have to go 
through life with only one of the Stax amps, 
give me the tubed SRM-0071." (Stereophi/e) ON OEM 5=^

Nordost Red Dawn cabling, from £275
Superb price/performance. “Cleanest, quickest 
and most natural wires I've yet to hear." 

(SoundStage.com)
Plus great audio gear from a huge, and ever 
growing range of manufacturers. Visit our 
website for reviews, brochure downloads, 
and details of our 30-day money-back guarantee.

^^w.coolgales.com
0800 043 6710

The Victoria School House = Bath

PositiveFeedback.com
SoundStage.com
w.coolgales.com


DEFINITIVE AUDIO
THE WORLD'S FINEST HI-FI SYSTEMS

LIVINGVOICE
Loudspeaker Systems

Main image: Living Voice OBX RW loudspeaker in Santos Rosewood

L to R: 1. Living Voice IBX R2 2. Art Audio Concerto integrated amplifier (GE) 3. SME 10 & Series V arm 4. KSL Kondo Neiro integrated amplifier 
5. KSL Kondo Gakuoh 300B mono amplifiers 6. Art Audio Argento 300B integrated amplifier (WE) 7. SME 2012 & KSL Kondo lo-J cartridge 

8. KSL Kondo Gakuon 211 mono amplifiers 9. Resolution Audio Opus 21 CD player 10. KSL Kondo Ongaku 211 integrated amplifier
T. +44(0)115 973 3222 E.shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk www.definitiveaudio.co.uk

mailto:E.shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk
http://www.definitiveaudio.co.uk


BLIND-LISTENING
LOUDSPEAKERS zxDfM IDTECT 

£896 to £1,460 GROUPTEST

PMC
DB1i £eas
Probably the smallest transmission line speaker in the world. 
Someone should inform the Guinness Book of Records

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
UK

WEIGHT:
4.Skg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
155x290x234mm
FEAWRES:
• Transmission line 
bass loading
• 27mmSEAS- 
sourced soft-dome 
tweeter
• 140mm main driver 
has cast frame, 
doped paper cone
• Mounting plate for 
wall bracket

D
n PMC parlance, DB is 
shorthand for Dinky Box. 
While somewhat deeper 
than sealed-box 
miniatures, like the classic BBC 

LS3/5a, the front view is barely 
larger than that needed to 
accommodate two drive units, so 
this DBli is certainly a tiny 
loudspeaker. Especially when you 
consider that the four-section 
transmission line squeezed inside this 
little enclosure to load the back of 
the small main driver has an amazing 
effective length of 1.5 metres!

This current DBli is based on an 
original design that dates back some

Finished in a choice of walnut, black 
ash, oak and cherry real wood 
veneers, the three internal partitions 
required to form the line might 
make manufacture difficult, as does 
the complex cocktail of damping 
materials used through the 
transmission line, but it also ensures 
an exceptionally stiff enclosure.

Twin terminals facilitate bi-wiring 
or bi-amping and the rear panel also 
accommodates the large line exit 
slot, plus an attachment plate for a 
substantial wall bracket.

At a current price of £985, it's far 
from cheap, but numerous high-class 
miniatures cost significantly more.

Given its tiny dimensions, the ability 
of this speaker to supply decent bass 
weight was always surprising, though 
as the volume was turned up a mild 
degree of congestion become apparent.

Small speakers do have constraints, 
especially when the dynamic and 
loudness envelopes are pushed. The 
trick is to minimise these limitations, 
while capitalising on the fine imaging 
on offer. Here the DBli is notably 
successful and, while it might not be 
the sweetest example, careful 
positioning ensures a fine overall 
balance with surprising bass delivery.

TECH LABS

• Flush-mounted 
drive units
DISTRIBUTOR: 
PMC
TELEPHONE:

08704 441044
WEBSITE:
pmc-speakers.com

seven years, during which it has 
undergone two major revisions, as 
well as a steadily increasing price. 
The current version's cabinet supplier 
has improved the quality, fit and 
finish of the enclosure. PMC's own 
140-millimetre cast frame bass/mid 
driver has a stiffer, better damped 
95mm paper cone and an improved 
voice coil. The crossover networks 
are pair-matched using high-quality 
components. And a new 27mm soft 
fabric-dome tweeter has been 
co-developed with Norwegian OEM 
driver specialist SEAS.

And there's no denying the excellent 
build-quality and good-quality wood 
veneer, even though it does stop 
short of the currently fashionable 
high-gloss lacquer or satin finish 
found elsewhere.

LAB REPORT
This latest version of the D81i seems to 
have become significantly smoother and 
more even than before. Indeed, the overall 
averaged far-field, in-room response for a 
pair located clear of walls extends from 
40Hz up to 20kHz within +/-4dB limits, 
which is truly remarkable for such a tiny 
loudspeaker. All the more so because it’s 
remarkablysmooth throughout, with just a 
mild 'bump' at around 250Hz. Treble 
output above SkHz might be considered a 
little strong for some tastes, perhaps.

Although our measurements suggest a 
sensitivity of just 85dB, rather than the 
87dB claimed, the load presented to the 
amplifier rarely drops much below six 
ohms. The only real source of criticism, is 
that the pair-match is not very good, 
showing discrepancies of about 0.5 ohms 
across most of the range, which might 
require slight compensation from a 
balance control.

RECOMMENDED

Sound quality
Room measurement had indicated 
that the DBli probably had sufficient 
bass for free-space siting, so this was 
adopted for the Blind-listening Group 

Test programme - with no little 
success, it must be said. Subsequent 
hands-on experiments revealed that 
moving the speakers a little closer to 

the wall behind (leaving a gap of 
about 40cms) 
improved the tonal 
balance, 'warming up' 
the overall character 
and providing some 
compensation for the 
slightly strong top end. 

The DBli has all the 
sonic virtues of a 
high- quality miniature, 
but these are accompanied 
by the inevitable 
limitations of the breed.

Imaging and dynamic 
range were widely 
praised, providing 
impressively coherent 
instrumental detail and 
fine separation between 
individual voices, though 
at the same time dynamic 

expression is a mile muted and lacking 
in vigour when compared with the 
larger examples in this test group.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEATURES

*****

LIKE: Excellent imaging, 
lowcoloration and a fne 
overall tonal balance

DISUKE: Could 
have betterdynamic 
expression

WESAY:Hasa 
miniature’s advantages 
oflowcoloration and 
fineimaging

OVERALL

****
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BLIND-LISTENING
LOUDSPEAKERS flDfil IDTECT 

£896 to £1,460 GROUPTEST

Roksan
Kandy K2 TR-5 £a9sThis petite Kandy pitches above its station, thanks to the credentials of its much larger Caspian FR-5 brother
□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
UK
WEIGHT:
Skg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
190x370x280mm
FEATURES:
• Ribbon tweeter
• 130mm doped 
paper cone main 
driver

• Twin terminal pairs
• Satin rosewood 
finish
• Air-core inductors 
and polyester 
capacitors
DISTRIBUTOR 
Henley Designs
TELEPHONE: 
01235511166
WEBSITE: 
roksan.co.uk

□
 oksan's fine reputation has been built largely off the back of its fine turntables and electronics, though several interesting loudspeaker designs have also put in an occasional appearance.The fine floorstanding Caspian FR-5 was very well received when it arrived in 2006 and the obvious question for this review is whether this Kandy K2 TR-5 can repeat the same trick.The K2 Kandys are Roksan's recently introduced and least costly range of components, and while the official price of this TR-5 varies from £895 (high-gloss black) to £945 (the beautifully finished satin rosewood of our samples), substantial discounts are available if other Kandy K2 electronics are purchased at the same time. Besides those two options, the speaker is available in silver, maple and metallic black.This small, two-way standmount uses a rear-port-loaded 130- millimetre bass/mid driver with a lOOmm doped paper cone and a concave dust cover. The tweeter, unusually is a ribbon device - a type of transducer where the 'voice coil' is replaced by a vertical lx5-centimtere

conductive strip (the ribbon) operating in a powerful magnetic field, so that the 'voice coil' and diaphragm are one and the same. This ribbon diaphragm is well protected behind moulded strips and set down a shallow waveguide.These are mounted in a tough little double cavity enclosure using 15mm MDF panels with additional internal bracing. Twin terminal pairs separately feed the individual drivers and their associated high-quality crossover components, which include air-core inductors and metallised polyester capacitors. The optional grill is retained by concealed magnets.
Sound qualityOne of the difficulties of conducting blind tests on loudspeakers comes in trying to equalise perceived loudness between successive presentations. This is not a problem when all the speakers being reviewed deliver something close to a flat response, but it's very difficult when the tonal balance is uneven, as with this Roksan model.One tends to use the presence band to try and set the level subjectively, but in this case the presence is rather restrained, while the upper mid is

happy with the rather different presentation, appreciating the full-bodied character, the good sense of scale, and a decently wide dynamic range.The TR-5 is not an easy speaker to sum up. It's unquestionably a very pretty little unit with top class cabinetwork and the use of a ribbon tweeter adds a genuine touch of class. While some members of the panel welcomed its particular character, the lack of genuine neutrality remains an impediment to formal commendation.
TECH LABS
LAB REPORT
The reflex port here is tuned to a relatively 
high 58Hz and, while this ensures that 
the TR-5 generates plenty of mid-bass 
output - arguably a little to much under 
our in-room measurements in fact - it does 
inevitably limit the absolute extension, the 
sharp sub-50Hz rolloff giving a -6dB point 
at around 40Hz.

Sensitivity meets the specified 88dB, in 
the upper midband at least, and the load 
stays around or above six ohms 
right across the audio band. The match 
between the two samples of our pair was 
very close indeed.

However, under our far-field, in-room 
analysis, the overall frequency response is 
rather uneven, registering strong output 
around SO Hz, from 220Hz to 300Hz, and 
again from 700Hz to 1.2kHz, with the 
sections in between about 3-4dB shy. 
Output is a little shy through the presence 
and lower treble (1.7-4kHz, but the treble 
as a whole looks quite smooth and flat.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

rather forward. Setting the level by the perceived presence level, therefore inevitably leads to some voiceover-projection that can be quite seductive.Which probably explains why the TR-5 was received quite well by the listening panel. Despite - and indeed probably partly because of - its departures from true neutrality, listeners found the sound lively, vigorous and "bouncy'', albeit with some 'cupped hands' midband coloration.The imaging attracted particular praise, as did the top-end smoothness and sweetness. While somelisteners correctly identified and were critical of the balanceimperfections, others seemed quite

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY
★ ★★★★
PRACTICALITY
★ ★★★

LIKE: Beautifulcabinetwork, good imagingand a sweel top end
DISLIKE: Lacks basic neutrality, so results can bedifficultto predict
WE SAY: Delivers a sweet top end from its ribbon tweeter, but overall tonal balance is ratherunevenOVERALL

★★★★
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When only the U ^St will do

SEVENOAKS - for the ultimate sound and vision

KEF AUDIO
REFERENCE SERIES MKEF

WHAT HI Fl?
AWARDS 2009

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
BEST STEREO AMPLIFIER £1500«

LEEMA TUCANA II

KEF's revered Reference loudspeaker range is now available in 12 magnificent new finishes whose 
vibrant colours take their lead from the world's luxury car marques. Alternatively, handpick your 
own personalised colour! So, whether it is an Orange Sorbet finish, a more sedate Grigio shade 
- or simply a colour to match your front room - KEF can deliver.

Finished with multiple layers of lacquer, each speaker is polished to a mirror finish by hand before 
applying the next one. The result is a rich, deep, shine that surpasses that of most luxury cars.

The KEF Reference Series of loudspeakers, combines remarkable contemporary looks with the 
most impressive technology and performance available today.

LEEMA ACOUSTICS
TUCANA II AMPLIFIER
The Tucana was Leema Acoustics'first hi-fi electronics product. Within a short time it established 
itself as a true reference amplifier winning many prestigious awards. The new Tucana II extends both 
the performance and features, to set a new world-wide benchmark.

Borrowing heavily from developments pioneered in the staggering Leema Reference Series Altair 
IV amplifier, the Tucana II is an even more accomplished performer than its multi-award winning 
predecessor. This highly refined amplifier can deliver over fifty amps to each channel with a vice-like 
grip and precise control ofthe loudspeakers.

ANTILA CD PLAYER
Stunning sound quality and captivating good looks create a striking impression in any environment. 
The Antila CD player with its unique MD2 active differential multi-DAC converter technology pro
vides breathtaking realism and a tactile panoramic image.

> REAL STORES
> REAL PEOPLE
> REAL PRODUCTS
> REAL VALUE
• Some products are not available in all stores or via mail order. Please call before 
travelling or visit www.ssav.com to check. Advert vaild until 30/06/2010. E&OE

NATIONWIDE STORES*
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Brighton Hove 01273 733338
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Bromley 020 82901988
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Glasgow 0141 332 9655 
Guildford 01483 536666 
Holborn 020 7837 7540 
Kingston 020 8547 0717 
Leeds Wetherby 01937 586886 
Lincoln 01522 527397 
Loughton 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Manchester 0161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603 767605 
Nottingham 0115 911 2121 
Oxford 01865 241773

Plymouth 01752 226011
Poole 01202 671677
Reading 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Sheffield 0114 255 5861
Southampton 023 8033 7770
Swindon 01793 610992
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Watford 01923 213533
Witham Essex 01376 501733
Yeovil 01935 700078
Ireland Dublin 01 2751100
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BLIND-LISTENING
LOUDSPEAKERS flDfM I DTE CT 

£89& to £1,460 GROUPTEST

Spendor
SA1 £1*29S
The BBC-inspired, relaunched SA1 isn't cheap, but its 
loveable presentation won over our blind listening panel

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
UK
WEIGHT:
5.4kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WXHxD) 
165x305xl 90mm
FEATURES:
• High-gloss lacquer 
finish
• Single pair high- 
quality terminals
• Magentically 
attached grille
• Special wide- 
surround tweeter
• Flush-mounted 
drive units
DISTRIBUTOR:
Spender Audio
TELEPHONE: 
01323 843474
WEBSITE:
spendoraudio.com

ver the years Spendor has introduced a number of small sealed-box sub-miniatures inspiredby the BBC LS3/Sa. Its first design, christened the SAl and with a squatter, dumpier shape than a 3/Sa, was launched in the mid-1970s. It was highly regarded, even though the company subsequently took out a license to produce the LS3/5a and this new SAl revives the name, though not the shape of the original.In fact, it's similar to a 3/5a dimensionally, albeit swapping over width and depth. Three alternative finishes include the rather bold lacquered zebrano of our samples, black piano lacquer, and a satin- finished wenge, while concealed magnets optionally hold the grille in place. The partnering stands (not supplied but worth investigating) have matching wood inlays in their central pillars. Critical bracing and three different thicknesses of relatively light and thin panels supply stiffness and resonance control while avoiding significant energy storage.This sealed-box two-way has a new 150-millimetre Spendor bass/

mid drive unit with a 90mm ep38 polymer cone, a wide surround, a high-excursion motor with powerful magnet and (perhaps most significantly) it operates up to a high 4.8kHz. An unusual 22mm tweeter uses a small 19mm diaphragm and a 'proper' surround to extend its potential operating bandwidth.A single pair of high-quality WBT terminals feeds a refined crossover network using top-quality components and internal wiring.At £1,275 this must be one of the most expensive sub-miniatures around, especially if you add a farther £500 for the matching stands. Superficially, and as one of the smallest hi-fi speakers around, the SAl looks a decidedly expensive prospect that might well struggle to justify its pricetag. However, it can be a mistake to prejudge a speaker by its pricetag or size, just as one should not judge a book by its cover.
Sound qualityThat became clear when the listening test results were analysed and it became clear that the little Spendor, assisted by close-to-wall positioning,

exceptionally low and notably free from boxiness. The extreme top end is sweet and attractively restrained, giving ample detail while avoiding drawing unwanted attention to itself The SAl might appear to be very costly for such a small loudspeaker, but its superior standard of presentation and sound quality provides ample justification. It's a fine solution for those seeking high quality with minimal physical intrusion and who are prepared to accept some constraints on maximum loudness.
TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
Siting in free space away from walls will 
result in the flattest midband response, 
the lowest coloration and the best stereo 
imaging, though this does leave the bass 
octaves (sub-125Hz) decidedly lean.
Moving the speakers close to a wall boosts 
the 50Hz-125Hz zone significantly, albeit 
not particularly smoothly, effectively 
extending the flat bandwidth down to 
50Hz. Under our conditions, best results 
were obtained with a gap of about 25cm 
between speakers and wall. The top end 
shows some restraint above 3kHz, with a 
slight dip around 4kHz.

On our measurements, sensitivity was 
closer to 84dB, than the specified 85dB, 
but the impedance stays above six ohms 
throughout and is actually much higher 
than that through most of the range, so the 
speaker will benefit from ample volts, but 
won't require excessive current. The pair 
match is good between our two examples, 
with the sealed-box resonance around 88Hz.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

had come out comfortably ahead ofCCAn the rest of the group.
BBlfe a loudspeaker 

la I this small is boundBUI I i to have certain BL 11 limitations, in bass 
An B i J grunt, dynamicr < 1 B I / expression and

fp above all in ,Z I ultimate loudnessB ‘ J capability That'sI a given, but the ■C. < k | strength of the SAl | is that it does everything within j its capabilities ..... fo BL remarkably well.L With a little help ® from the wall behind. 11 it delivers a y An I remarkably flat,Til 1 I smooth and evenv ’ ’ tonal balance rightacross the broad bass and midband. Imaging is first class, with fine focus and reasonable depth rendition and coloration is

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
PRACTICALITY

★ ★★★★

LIKE: Beautiful, even tonalitywith nicely judged top end
DISLIKE: Limited dynamic expression and loudness capability
WE SAY: A costly, but veryhigh-qualitysub- miniaturewith notably superior sound quality

OVERALL
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Somehow Coventry didn't seem such a bad place after all

Distributed in the UK by: Henley Designs Ltd, 01235 511166 
www.henleydesigns.co.uk, e-mail - info@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:info@henleydesigns.co.uk


BLIND-LISTENING
LOUDSPEAKERS IDTECT

£895 to £1,450 GROUPTEST

Triangle
Trio£1*449A touch of French class, both in its tasty cabinetwork and the unusual application of a horn-loaded tweeter
□ DETAILS
ORIGIN: France
WEIGHT: 
10kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
372x233x465mm
FEATURES:
• Part external horn- 
loaded tweeter
• Curved enclosure 
sides
• Real wood veneer 
on five faces

• High-gloss black 
front
• Twin terminal pairs 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Triangle
TELEPHONE: 
+33 323 753 820
WEBSITE:
triangle-fr.corn

he most costly member of our test group, Triangle's Trio is also one of the largest - andthe flashiest too, with its curved cabinetwork, the multi-hued part-external horn-loaded tweeter that protrudes above the top panel, and the shiny flared front port. The Trio is the smallest of three stereo pairs that make up Triangle's mid-market Genese range, designed to take some of features introduced in the upmarket Magellan models, make them available at lower cost and bridge the gap between the Magellans and the vinyl-covered budget Esprit EX models.A generous-sized two-way standmount, based on a 160-millimetre bass/mid driver, this Trio has much in common with Triangle's more costly Magellan Duetto SW2 (HFC 317). While the deep front panel is high- gloss black, the rest of the enclosure is attractively finished in a real wood veneer, stained to give a mahogany

effect. The curved sides are fatter in the middle than at the front and back, so internal reflections are well distributed, standing wave focus is diluted and increasing stiffness.The driver line-up consists of a 160mm bass/mid driver with a 
l 18mm flared paper cone, a fixed 'bullet' pole-piece extension and a high excursion rubber roll surround. This crosses over to a horn-loaded titanium dome tweeter mounted high up and half out of the enclosure proper, thanks to a semicircular rubber-covered bulge protruding from the top surface. A shiny grey moulded and flared port is mounted on the front below the main driver, while signals are fed via twin terminal pairs on the rear.
Sound qualityAlthough the reactions of different listeners varied somewhat, there was general criticism of a bright and rather brittle top end, as well as some lack of genuine bottom-end weight and welly.

one listener complained that its innately brittle quality tended to harden up as the volume was increased and this was likely to become fatiguing over time.The paradox of the Trio is that it costs half the price of Triangle's Magellan Duetto SW2 and measures significantly better, yet it doesn't come close on sound quality. It's by no means a bad loudspeaker, but neither is it a particularly exciting or interesting one and that bright top end remains a significant flaw.
[ TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
On our far-field, in-room averaged traces, 
the Trio delivers a sensitivity of 88-89dB - 
close to the 90dB specified, if a shade 
disappointing in view of the limited bass 
extension and the fact that the load 
presented to the amplifier is quite 
demanding (registering around 4.5 ohms 
through the lower midband and dipping 
down to about 3.3 ohms around 3.BkHz). 
The pair matching between our two 
samples was pretty good, but the port is 
tuned to a relatively high 60Hz, so there's 
virtually no bass output below 40Hz.

Happily, the overall frequency responses 
are very well controlled, holding within 
+/-5dB limits from 40Hz-18kHz and 
+/-3dB limits from 120Hz-15kHz.
Though significantly smoother and more 
even than most, the latter does show a 
characteristic trend, with some lack of 
output between 1.2kHz and 4kHz, 
followed by a steady rise to a mild peak at 
around 12.5kHz.

RESULTS AT A GLANCEHowever, the bass proper attractedpraise for its crispness and liveliness,delivering good pace and impetus, while the lower midbandsounds appropriately warm and full.The high and wide stereo soundstage was particularly effective when reproducing our choral extract, though image depth seemed rather limited.The Trio deliverslively and entertaining dynamics with decent leading edge definition.The presence zone is just slightly laid back and manages to deliver good vocal detail without becomingaggressive. Boxy effects are generally well-controlled, though a mild nasality is evident.Yet the top-end emphasis remains a consistent source of criticism:

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

***
VALUE FOR MONEY

***
BUILD QUALITY

*****
PRACTICALITY

★★★★

LIKE: Lively, punchy 
sound and a largely 
even balance

DISLIKE: Top end is too 
bright and edgyandlacks 
low bassweight

WE SAY: Mostly decent 
balancewilh lively 
dynamics, but top end 
was widely criticised

OVERALL
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BLIND-LISTENING
GROUPTEST £895-£1,45ORS

Conclusions
The results from the blind listening panel are in...

THE WINNER IS
The two models that stand out in this 
group-the SpendorSAl and PMC DBli 
have several common factors.They're 
the smallest, they topped the charts in 
the blind and hands-on listening tests 
and their measurements showed the 
smoothest and most neutral in-room 
frequency responses.

It should also be pointed out that the 
PMC and Spendor are amongst the 
most experienced and best established 
brands in our group and that it's actually 
a close call choosing between these 
two. The Spendor might have a slight 
advantage in sound and presentation, 
but it's also significantly more costly.

Although none of the other four models 
particularly disgraced themselves, 
each showed some or other weakness. 
The MAD My Clapton has the largest 
enclosure and main driver, the latter

unusual in being a co-axial device with 
centrally mounted tweeter. It has fine 
imaging and vigorous dynamics, but the 
overall tonality is a little dry and bright.

Monopulse's 625 is very much a 
'sweet spot' speaker. It will provide 
very superior stereo focus for the best 
listening seat, but other listeners found 
the bottom end rather heavy.

Roksan's KandyTRfu is a stylish 
package and while the listening panel 
quite enjoyed its 'cheeky chappie' sonic 
presentation, this could largely be 
explained by the upper midrange peak 
measured in its far-field, in-room response.

Triangle's Trio is an attractively shaped 
standmount and while the basic balance 
is well-judged across the audio band, 
listeners noted both the limited bass 
and, particularly, the rather bright top end 
generated by its horn-loaded tweeter.»

TRY WITH 
THESE...

AMPLIFIERS:
Roksan Kandy K2 
£895
A superior design 
with ample power 
and a sweet, but 
authoritative design.

STANDING HEAD and 
shoulders above the rest, 
although not in a physical 
sense, the winner this month 
is also one of the smallest
speakers of its type. The Spendor 
SAI is unquestionably one of 
the finest sub-miniatures ever.

NaimNAITXS 
£1,250
A stand-out 
integrated amp that 
delivers a very 
communicative 
musical performance.

CO PLAYER: 
Marantz SA8003 
£830
Classically smooth, 
detailed and sweet 
sound quality.

It works quite beautifully when 
placed close to a wall and looks 
superb in its high-gloss lacquer 
finish. It clearly demonstrates 
the virtue of a really
well- 
developed 
and 
refined 
small 
speaker.

r RESULTS AT A GAMNCE••
Make/model My Audio Design 

My Clapton

I IW* BB IP®
Monopulse PMC Roksan Spendor SAl Triangle
625 DB1i Kandy K2 TR-5 SA1 Trio

Price £1,388 £1,195 £985 £895 £1,295 £1,449
Sound 1 *** : **** **** *** **** ***
Value ★ ★★ : **** .... lAM***............ **** **** i ***
Build **** ★ **** .. . [★★★★★............. ..*****........ . .*****_ _ _ *****

Practicality 1 ****......... i **★ i***** _ *★** ...... ******. . . . . . . . ★***
Overall ★ ★★ _ _. _ . ... _ . ... .... ... ....... .... _.—..—................. I ★★★★....................................................... i ★★★★ ....... .... ,...................................... .............. .. .... ★★★★.. ■ ■ ■ .... .........  ...........  ... I....   .... ..... II.. ★★★★★...... ...... ......... .. . .. ... . . . . . . ........ j***Kky^^

Conclusion

Key features

Refreshingly different 
package with fine 
muscular coherence, 
but overall character 
lacks warmth

Superior focus and 
coherence for the 
solo listener, but not 
without its fiaws

Low coloration, good 
balance and fine 
imaging, but could be 
more expressive 
dynamically

Beautiful speaker has 
a sweet top end, but 
the overall tonal balance 
is uneven

Costly, but very high^ 
quality sub-miniature 
with notably superior 
sound quality

Decent balance with 
lively dynamics and 
good warmth, but a 
bright and edgy top end

SIZE (WxHxD) (mm) 25Sx453x290 175x920x200 15Sx290x234 190x370x280 165x305x190 233x372x465

DriverConfig 2-way 2.5^way 2-way 2-way 2-way 2^way

M aln drive rsize(s) lx 2 00mm 1x165mm ...1x14?rnrn.......... 1x130mm 1x1s?rnrn 1x160mm

Stand/floor? Stand Floor Stand Stand Stand Stand

Cabinet finish Paint Metal/fabric Real wood veneer Satin rosewood High-gloss veneer Real wood veneer

Bi-wire? No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

lab conclusions E = Excellent | G = Good | A = Average | P = Poor

Sensitivity 88dBG 84dB P 8SdB P 88dB G 84dB P 88.5dBG

Bass extension 36HzA 23Hz G 40Hz A 40HzA 30Hz G 40HzA

Ease of Drive +20% G -20% A -10%A +10% A •10% A +10% A

Overall balance + 10%A -10%A +10%A •20% P +10% A 0% A

Smoothness -10%A -20% P +30% E -30% P +30% E 0%A

48 AM^ks JULY 2010 www.hifichoice.co.uk

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


Roksan
Warranty Notification
Effective lst November 2009, all Roksan 
electronics and turntables supplied via au
thorised dealers are to be covered by a 5 year 
parts and labour warranty.* As a gesture 
to existing customers, this will also be ex
tended to all current owners of K2 products.

In an age where product longevity and second 
hand resale values are constantly under threat, 
Roksan wish to reward their loyal customers by 
allowing their warranty to be transferrable from 
owner to owner. Thus, the warranty stays with 
the product from initial date of sale to 5 years old 
as long as it remains within the country of origin. 
* terms available upon request

Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs
www.henleydesigns.co.uk,
sales@henleydesigns.co.uk, 01235 511166

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk
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HeroesAlbum ■

POWER

www.hifichoice.co.uk

bOMEK

01 Strong. Strong Wind 4:28
02 Magic Man 5:28
03 Crazy on You 4:53
04 Dreamboat Annie 3:49
05 Barracuda 4:22
06 Little Queen 5:14
07 Kick It Out 2:46
08 Love Alive 4:27
09 Heartless 5:03

01 Adagio, for violin, strings & orgar 
02 Flute Concerto, for flute, strings & 
03 Flute Concerto, for flute, strings & 
04 Flute Concerto, for flute, strings 8 
05 Orchestral Suite No. 3 in 0 major 
06 Canon in 0 major, arranged for k 
07 Dance of the Blessed Spirits (Melt 
08 Serenade No. 6 for orchestra in 0 
09 Serenade No. 6 for orchestra in C

3:25 
2:15 

3:44
6:06 
7:09 
6:51
4:23
4:40

Drag & Drop 

A OhDear
Alyn Cask« • Lyn's Une
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To Play

QSONIX Q105MUSIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM £5.000

Rip, touch 
and play
Malcolm Steward test runs the Qsonix Q105, 
a 21st Century music library system for people 
who have no interest in computers

www.hifichoice.co.uk ObEM

All Playlists

□ here is a vital question 
facing any manufacturer 
of a hard-disk music 
player. It has nothing to

do with what size disks to use or 
what sort of case to put it in. It is 
rather more rudimentary, i.e what 
sort of person is going to buy it?

If the answer is the hard-core 
audiophile, then the manufacturing 
task is immediately simplified. 
Audiophiles will generally be content 
with a rough edge or two, so long as 
the musical output is exemplary. 
They will put up with an interface 
that is a tad clunky, provided that the 
music sounds first rate.

The so-called 'average' music lover 
is a much trickier customer because 
he/she will want good, if not great 
sound as well as smooth operation 
with a user interface that is near 
telepathic in its straightforwardness. 
In other words, a machine that will 
satisfy every type of potential buyer: 
one that mixes superb sound with 
super-slick operation.

Computer-based
Qsonix feels that it has the answer 
with its powerful and high
performance music management 
system, the QI05. This turnkey 

Q1O5

2 Output Music Management System

5 (jnibni yjmic y^auaSeiusui jtaisuj

device, so claims the 
company, caters for 
all manner of people, 
from casual music 
lovers to devoted 
audiophiles with their 
extensive music libraries.

Although the QI05 can 
be purchased with one of 
two touch screens, we 
opted for the substantial 
431.8 millimetres 
(17-inch) version. This 
connects to the main unit, 
which takes care of all the 
necessary, CD ripping and 
storage through an 
adaptable, RapidRun 
single-cable system.

Switching the unit on, we were first 
aware of the sound made by the fan. 
Although this measured below 60dB 
and was not horribly intrusive, it did 
warrant further investigation.

Inside the enclosure there is a 
small ATX motherboard, with a 
generously sized Zalman heat-sink/ 
fan cooling the CPU (Central 
Processing Unit) barely 50mm away 
from a smaller Arctic case fan. This 
sits next to a 300-watt Sparkle 
switched-mode power supply, 
which has its own fan.

"Although this is a 
computer-based device, 
it certainly doesn't feel 
like one... The whole 
shebang comes to life 
without any arcane 
boot-up screens"
If you are thinking that that is a 
whole lotta coolin’ goin’ on and 
wonder what else inside the box is 
generating Therms, the answer is not 
a great deal. There’s a Sony NEC 
optical drive and, alongside it, a 
Western Digital 500GB hard disk, 
designed specifically for use in 
streaming environments. For some 
reason, both drives use old-fashioned 
PATA rather than SATA connections. 
At least, however, they use modem 
rounded cables rather than the older, 
airflow restricting ribbons.

Other than that, there’s the 
separately encased audio DAC/ 
amplifier circuitry, housed above the 
main motherboard, but that was still 
cool after several hours of playing.

Touchscreen
Although this is a computer-based 
device, it certainly doesn’t feel 
like one. Turn on the main unit by 
pushing a button on its fascia

DETAILS
PRODUCT: 
Qsonix Q105
ORIGIN: USA

TYPE: Music 
management 
system

WEIGHT: 
12.25kg (not 
including touch 
screen)

DIMENSI^«: 
(WxHxD)430x 
100x406mm 
(not Including 
touchscreen)
FEATURES: 
• Outotandingly 
straightforward 
graphical user 
interface

• Q105can be linked 
to a TV display and 
then driven with 
a mouse or by 
remote control
• Highly robust, 
fuss-free operating 
system for user/ 
family friendliness
• Easy back-up to 
external USB drive
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Absolute Sounds
TELEPHONE: 
02089713909
WEBSITE: 
Qsonix.com

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
Qsonix.com


REVIEWS QSONIX 0105
MUSIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM £6,000

HIDDEN TECHQ&A...
HI-FI CHOICE SPOKE WITH MIKE 
WEAVER, OSONIX'S PRESIDENT

HFC:Howdidyou make a 
Windows-based operating system 
so resilient? For example, one 
seems able to ignore the usual 
shutdown procedure and simply 
kill the power. Next time it stills 
starts up perfectly.
MW: The Qsonix software platform is 
based on the Windows XP Embedded 
operating system. While this is a 
Windows-based solution, it provides 
a variant of the operating system 
that is customised exactly for our 
needs. Since it is running only the 
components necessary for our system, 
the reliability is greatly increased over 
a general-purpose Windows-based 
computer. In addition, it allows us to 
customise the start-up and shutdown 
procedures and gain ready access to 
many industry-standard protocols, 
formats and technologies.

Why was ripping to WAVnot included 
at the outset, considering many 
regard it as so superior to WMA?
We chose early on in our company's 
development to standardise on 
Windows Media Audio Lossless, 
a codec that provides excellent 
performance for many users and 
applications. A fully lossless 
compression routine is used and the 
resulting uncompressed data is bit-for- 
bit equivalent to the original source.

However, we received feedback that 
some users still prefer to use the WAV 
format and so we added this as part of 
our Performance Audio Pack upgrade. 
WAV does present some additional 
challenges. It does not support tags 
in any standardizedway, so it can 
be difficult to properly preserve the 
appropriate full-featured metadata.

Are there plans for UPnP facilities, 
so one could include music stored on 
a NAS drive in the Q105 library?
There are plans in the works for using 
NetworkAttached Storage with Qsonix 
products. We don't have a timelinefor 
this, but we have found that computer 
networking, large capacity storage 
and data backup can be challenging 
for many of our customers who are not 
computer-savvy, but are more focused 
on music appreciation.

FORTHEBEST 
sound quality from 
rips, there's always 
the Nairn HDX.
But this is a very 
different machine 
to the Qsonix and it 
is undoubtedly fair 
to say that potential 
buyers of one are 
unlikely to 
be interested in 
the other.

One could 
compare the Nairn 
to a Caterham CSR 
Superlight, a feather
weight, two-seater, 
sports car built 
purely for speed and, 
although road-legal, 
very much at home 
on the track. The 
Qsonix, on the other 
hand, is more like a 
Mercedes E-class, 
a reasonably quick 
and well-appointed 
family saloon that is 
ideal for motorway 
cruising. The user 
experience with 
either car is the 
antithesis of the 
other, even though 
both have four 
wheels and an 
engine and have 
been engineered 
to transport people 
from point A to 
point B.

The HDX, for 
example, only 
ripstoWAV, 
while the Qsonix 
provides access to 
compressed formats, 
which can deliver 
useful space-savings 
in less than hard
core audiophile 
circumstances.

O
 Audiophile-grade audio 
connectors in shielded 
case

O
ThisPC motherboard is 
the heart of the entire 
system

O MiniPCpowersupply

O
 System can be pre^ 
installed with hard drives 
[between ^Band 1.5TB

and the whole shebang comes to life without any arcane boot-up screens, user-intervention or unfathomable fanfares. In fact, it simply switches on reasonably quickly, putting one in mind of other conventional electronic appliances.Connections on the unit are simple and straightforward. There are two USB (Universal Serial Bus) ports on the fascia; one could be used to plug in a mouse as an alternative to touching the screen. To the rear you will find an ethemet port, two more USBs, connections for the touchscreen, as well as an S/PDIF digital output and two analogue audio outputs.
As one might expect, the ripping procedure is equally simple: insert the disc and the display asks if you want to rip the disc. Touch the Yes button and ripping begins. Very swiftly it completes the task, the unit accessing cover art and metadata from the internet for its library.You can, of course, alter the format in which you rip: there's a choice of WAV (Waveform Audio File Format), Lossless and compressed WMA (Windows Media Audio) and MP3.

O
Fanspeed controller is 
vital for complex cooling 
systems

O
CDdrivecanwriteaswell 
as read and is useful for 
music compilations

These offer capacities on the SOOGB drive of around 800 uncompressed CDs, or more if you choose to use compression. There is no requirement to stick with one format all of the time, of course, and you can import other file types, such as FLAC (Free Lossless Audio Codec) through the USB port or network connection.
Warm-upInitially the Qsonix does not seem to be an especially transparent device and its presentation leans towards being rather cloying and euphonic: a touch too close to an old-school valve amplifier. We left it to warm up over a weekend, during which time it updated its software to add a couple of worthwhile facilities, one of them the ability to rip to WAV This made the previous 'best' rip to WMA Lossless an option that we could then ignore if we so chose. We did and things immediately improved. A few days to come up to operating temperature never does solid-state equipment any harm and working with WAV files is immeasurably better than the unrefined sounding WMA files.
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O
Dataconnectivity 
for back-ups, remote 
controland upgrades O

Output(1)servesthe 
mainzone-typically 
the main listening room ©

Different music can be 
simultaneously played 
viaoutput2 O

 Touchscreen panel 
monitor output O

StandardVGAmonitor 
output O

Coaxialdigitaloutput 
for higherqualityoff- 
board DACs

Listening to a WMA of Yan Morrison 
(a much-loved favourite performer), 
we weren't impressed by the timbre 
of his voice. While he is no honey- 
toned crooner, he certainly should 
not sound like a bellicose market 
trader with acute streptococcal 
pharyngitis - even on his live albums. 
Listening subsequently to a WAY rip 
of his A Night in San Francisco Live, 
he sounds as though he has made a 
complete recovery.

The dynamics of the 16-bit, 
44.lkHz recording are also 
significantly better on the WAY with 
fine gradations in level that have not 
been apparent before. The dynamic 
shading of the W^A could be likened 
more to that of an on/off switch: 
loud or soft with little differentiation 
in between. More importantly 
though, Morrison's rigorously drilled 
band sounds slicker and more 
enthusiastic in its playing.

Rendering the 16/44 WAY rip of 
the Tori Amos American Girl Posse 
album after its warm-through, the 
Qsonix sounds faster and its note 
shape is much better defined. That 
said, the presentation retains a

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE 
Excellent

Above 
average 
Average

Below 
average

Poor
^NOISE: TH):^

620ps is farfrom A-weighted, 0.03% (1 kHz)-102dB
a state-of-the-art 20Hz-20kHz 20Hz^20kHz (209Hz-20kHz)is is a respectable
figure. Perhaps, (•lOSdBjis +/• 0.2dB. The somewhat below result, with
a basis in computer an excellent response rises the norm as far as negligible
componentry result and from+O.ldBat audiophile-quality 'breakthrough'
has some comparable with 20Hz to+0.3dB playback between left and
bearing here? product rivals at 20kHz is concerned right channels

degree of warmth that ensures that it 
never becomes clinical. Regardless, 
we still feel there is potentially more 
in the way of openness and 
transparency to come. That had to 
wait until we imported some higher 
resolution recordings, including the 
Dawn Langstroth 24-bit/96kHz 
album Highwire. Now the music is 
more open and communicative. 
Langstroth's voice escapes more

"Through the Q105, 
music grabs and 
holds your attention, 
making it difficult to 
do anything other 
than relish the 
performance."
easily from the speakers and her 
band occupies the acoustic space 
behind her with a greater sense of 
authority and substance. Distinct and 
not-in-the-least subtle musical 
benefits also emerge on the

WE ASKED Pedro 
Jorge-Luis, the 
sales director of 
distributor, Absolute 
Sounds, to describe 
a system that he 
believed would 
realise the potential 
of the Q105 and 
that he might use 
to demonstrate its 
potential.

"Although the 
Qsonix can integrate 
with any audiophile 
system at any 
level, the Absolute 
Sounds system is 
based on high-end 
products that we 
import and distribute 
within the UK.
These include the 
£12,000, 240watt- 
per-channel, 
Devialet D-Premiere 
combined DAC and 
integrated amplifier.

"This features 
not only the most 
advanced technology 
available, but also 
accepts digital and 
analogue signals 
simultaneously 
in a very slick and 
compact design. 
It is also happy 
driving even 
complex, low- 
impedance 
loudspeakers.

"Our choice of 
speakers would be 
the £5,400 elegant, 
floorstanding, 
SonusFaber 
Cremona M. This 
high-performance 
design has both 
the striking sonics 
and sophisticated 
appearance to 
match the rest of 
the system."

SYSTEM 
BUILDING

24-bit/96kHz recording of the Jerry 
Garcia, Dave Grisman and Tony Rice 
acoustic jam session The Pizza Tapes. 
Through the QlOS, music grabs and 
holds your attention making it 
difficult to do anything other than 
relish the performance.

Rewarding performer
Overall, the QlOS appears to be most 
content when handling acoustic 
music and rendering better quality 
recordings. Crisply defined leading 
edges (of the sort that an acoustic 
guitar produces when played with a 
plectrum) are impressive, while the 
clarity that comes with good 24-bit 
recordings seems to enliven the 
smooth, slightly relaxed performance 
of the device. Equally, though, it 
savours the beautifully recorded 
16-bit/44.lkHz rip ofLambchop's Is 
A Woman, producing rewarding 
results with regular CD albums.

The QlOS seems to thrive when 
the recording has space around the 
performers. And it's far from 
disapproving too, especially when a 
recording fails to reach the highest 
standards of audio quality, •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: The ease of use 
in every respectis 
extraordinary

DISLIKE: Tends to 
encourage you to listen 
mainlyto better recordings 

WE SAY: Very acceptable, 
theQlOS is a direct 
descendant oft he custom^ 
install-oriented QllO

****

SOUND QUALITY

***>
VALUE FOR MONEY

***
BUILD QUALITY

***1
FEATURES 

****j
OVERALL
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CREEK 5350 EVOLUTIONINTEGRATED AMP £1,075

EVOLUTION 5350 Integrated Amplifier

Back to 
the future
Creek's Evolution comes from a long line of 
respected value-for-money electronics. Richard 
Black looks at the science behind the changes

f you've a Jong memory 
for matters audio, you'll 
surely remember early 
Creek amplifiers. They

came in unpretentious black boxes, 
quite small and with basic features 
and specifications; and they didn't 
cost a lot - but they worked well 
and sounded lively and sold in 
healthy numbers. In many ways, 
they embodied the spirit of l 980's 
audio in what one might call the 
'budget audiophile' sector.

To that extent, Creek hasn't 
changed tack one bit over the 
years. You could show this new 
model to anyone as a perfect 
example of just that term, 
substituting '2010' for '1980s'.

Physically however, its resemblance 
to its forebears is slight. It's bigger 
all round, the front panel is thick- 
brushed aluminium, there's a display 
instead of a row of push buttons 
and fit and finish are improved.

The previous 5350 (SE) was rated at 
85 watts, but the new model 
manages 120 watts, which is quite a 
lot from a relatively slimline package 
like this. High power requires a 
substantial energy supply and, in 
particular, a very large transformer, 
and it's this that accounts for a good 
deal of the 5350 Evolution's weight. 
The considerable heat associated 
with powerful amplifiers like this is, 
however, dissipated by a pair of 
enormous internal heatsinks

Slimline powerhouse
Amplifier power has, on the whole, 
been creeping up over the years 
and while on the one hand 120 
watts is only about ldB more output 
(one or two steps on a typical 
electronic volume control) than 
100 watts, it's an accumulation of 
little steps that has seen a rise from 
the 25 watts or so typical 25 years 
back. That's over 6dB, a far-from-

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
Creek5350 
Evolution
ORIGIN: UK/China
TYPE: Integrated 
amplifier
I^GHT:
10.Skg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
430x90x370mm
^WRS:
• Rated output 
120-watt (8 ohms)
• Phono stage 
optional (MM/MC)

trivial difference!
In one way, this amp seems a 

little under-specified by modern 
standards and that's input provision. 
It has as standard, five line inputs 
(one can be converted to phono as 
an optional extra), with no front
panel mini-jack or digital input or 
other such fripperies. Actually we 
rather like a front-panel input, but 
it's not the end of the world reaching 
over to the back once in a while, as 
we suspect not many people really 
need more than five inputs! The 
output provision, however, is more 

• Separable pre- and 
power amplifier 
sections
• Preamp effectively 
passive (no gain)
DDISTRIIBBUTOR:
Creek Audio
TELEPHONE:
01442260146
WEBSITE:
^ww.i^creiudio cot

in line with current thinking, 
including the individually switched 
speaker terminals.

Creek has designed a new power 
stage for this amplifier, leaving 
behind the MOSFET output that 
was used in some previous models, 
but still using MOSFETs in the 
driver stage. The output now uses 
bipolar transistors, in fact two pairs 
per channel to give better handling 
of high currents. And, as in quite 
a few modern integrated amps, 
each power amp channel is an 
independent board, while the preamp 
section occupies a third board.

Quite a few components are 
surface-mount types, but Creek has 
chosen through-hole ones for a few 
jobs, mostly capacitors and higher- 
power resistors.

The main power supply is also 
worthy of note, as it uses no Jess 
then 16 main smoothing capacitors. 
This is something that we've seen
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CREEK 5350 EVOLUTION DEWIElAfC
INTEGRATED AMP £1,07& REVIEWS

in previous Creek amplifiers and it's a smart idea, giving a lower total impedance than one or two large-value capacitors.Input selection and volume control are electronic, with the volume steps being variable, O.SdB over the top 18dB of range, then ldB over most of the rest. As is often the case, that makes for a good few rotations of the volume knob to cover the range, but on the other hand it's very easy to advance in small increments. The dimmable display does a good job of telling you what's going on, with
CONNECTIONS 

O
Preampoutputand ^0 Acceptsphonoinput Jfc AandBspeaker rOr Enoughinputs Earthingpoint
power amp inputare whenthe optional ^O outputs can be suppliedformost for usewith
linked internally RIAAcard is fitted selected individually stereo systems turntables

volume steps numbered (as they ought to be, but aren't always!).
Built like the proverbialBuild quality is very good across the board. The case is all steel, apart from the front panel and the knobs are solid metal too, which is a nice touch. The use of quite thick sheetmetal gives great rigidity and the top panel is not particularly resonant. Input sockets are pretty basic commercial types (gold-plated though), while the output terminals are nice chunky ones. On the 

electronics side, there are some very good op-amps in evidence and one of the most highly regarded electronic volume control chips and it's hard to find any grounds at all for criticising value.It's also worth mentioning the various forms of protection that Creek has built into this amp. Like many of its kind, it has sub-circuits that monitor output current and component temperature and shut down operation before any danger level is reached. But the cunning addition here is a simple verbal ►

TALKING 
POINT

O
Speakerterminals 
accept 4mm plugs, 
spadesorbare wire

WHEN WE SPOKE to 
Mike Creek, he was 
keen to mention the 
output and driver 
stages in this amp's 
circuit. Creek has a 
long history of doing 
things differently 
from 'the usual' in 
power amplifier 
design and several 
models used a very 
distinctive output 
stage made up with 
MOSFETs in a 'totem 
pole' arrangement.

The Evolution 
returns to the 
more common 
bipolar transistors 
in a relatively 
conventional 
anrangement, but 
driven by MOSFETs.

But does all this 
matter? Speaking 
from experience 
of designing and 
modifying amps, 
we'd say it does. 
Lots of different 
configurations can 
give good measured 
results and very 
decent basic audio 
performance, but 
each arrangement of 
amplifying devices 
has its own particular 
sound. It seems 
Creek has come up 
with a good one here!
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HIDDEN TECH

O
Separateoutput 
switching relay for each 
pairof terminals

O
Powerampboardsuse 
large through-hole 
passive components

O
Optionalphono 
stage board wouldbe 
fitted here

O Volumecontrolboard
O

Oneoftwoidentical 
board/heatsink 
assemblies

©
Multiple power-supply 
smoothing capacitors

display of what's up, so that you know immediately, if it's deliberately shut down and not just blown a fuse. You have to be pretty brutal to trigger the protection, mind you, as the circuit is intended to drive four-ohm speakers and as Mike Creek opined on the phone when we spoke to him about this amp, it pays to be realistic.
Rhythm and timingHaving the luxury of a long review period with this amp, we were able to try it under all sorts of circumstances, from the usual sessions with tried and trusted favourites to some rather critical listening to a newly made recording. Of course, we did some swapping .ii< mnd so as to compare it with

familiar references, amps that we've known for a while - but each time we regretted having to take it out of the system. That's not to say it was better than the references (some of them are very good indeed) but it's an easy amp to get attached to.Most of all, that's because it has a really lively way with music, giving full rein to the energy the performers put into recording it. Most amps do that sort of thing, but this one really seems to excel at it, making the music that much more involving and simply delightful to listen to. This isn't just a question of the well- known 'pace, rhythm and timing' aspects, but also requires good control to keep the speakers precisely in check, and keen dynamics too.

»
Howrr 
COMPARES

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCEExcellentAbove average AverageBelow averagePoor
D^^^128W{8ohms) is a lot and this rises tolSOWone channel, or just over2OOW (4ohms)

Treble is flat to less than one^ tenthofadBto over SOkHz.Bass shows a rolloff at20Hz

D^^^Power section has highgainandits noise isn't quite vanishing-better than a 16-bit source

^^^^:The basic figure is 0.007% midband at2/3 power, but it behaves well at high frequencies and falls away with level
Alowvalueof 0.04ohm ensures flat response and will be dominated by speaker cable impedance

IN MANY WAYS, 
the obvious 
comparison with 
this model is the 
Cambridge Audio 
Azur 840A V2, a 
similarly high- 
powered integrated 
at a comparable 
price (actually a little 
cheaper at £800).

Superficially the 
Cambridge looks a 
bit more like an item 
of lab equipment, 
but we've found 
that it sounds very 
impressive in many 
ways. It's about 
the same output 
rating as the 5350 
Evolution but it 
seems to have a 
little more 'slam' and 
bass weight, and on 
that score arguably 
comes closer to the 
high end.

It's detailed too: 
but it doesn't seem 
to match the Creek 
for integration and 
sheer attractiveness 
of sound. The Creek's 
treble may be just a 
little sweeter, while 
the choice between 
the two, as usual, 
hinges on your tastes 
in music and sound, 
with the Cambridge

It's not unknown, however, for audio components to be lively; but still a bit lacking in some of the specifics, which can lead to frustration in the long term. No such danger here, we're happy to report. OK, the bass doesn't quite have the 'slam' and definition that you hope to get from a monster monoblock power amp and the treble isn't quite as sweet as the finest valve amps may be able to offer, but the compromise is small and by the standards of competing amps we're not at all inclined to quibble. In fact the combination of extension and tunefulness in the bass is very fine indeed, while the midrange and treble are really beautifully neutral.Detail, too, is something a bit special for this class of amp. It's not so much the fact that it's there - it usually is, most of it anyway; with any decent amp - but it's the way it's effortlessly presented and at the same time integrated so that one isn't bludgeoned into paying it attention if one isn't in that kind of mood. It's just there when one wants it, like a beer in the fridge: take it or leave it. We jest, but this kind of attribute really makes hi-fi a pleasure to own and use.
Wrapping upIt seems almost unnecessary to add at this point that the 5350 Evolution always feels at home in any style of music - even some pretty raw stuff we tried in the shape of a demo from a local band. It's happy playing loud and it gives no sense of frustrated energy when playing quietly. It doesn't try to be something it's not and you won't mistake it for fancy exotica, but it's a fine honest-to-goodness integrated amp that does an admirable job. •
Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTLIKE: Copious detail, very well integrated into a convincing wholeDISLIKE: Bass doesn't have quite the extension and attack of someWESAY:One ofthe most attractive amps in its price range, with a sound that's immediately satisfying
OVERALL

*****

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
****
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Was £878.10
SAVE £282.30
Now £595.80

Was £366.95 
Now ONLY 
£183.47

Request a SALE 
CATALOGUE...

★ ★★★★
May 09 

Ultimate Guide 
to Systems

with 1 m Classic 
PowerKord™

1/2 Price
6 way Silencer Block

25% OFFKimber HD-09 HDMI cable 1 m 
Was £75.95 SAVE £18.99

Now ONLY £56.96

12»

OVER 
1/3 OFFKimber Timbre™ interconnect O.Sm pair

Was£129 SAVE£49
Now ONLY £80

10% OFF
Crystal-24 speaker cable plus

FREE OCT and FREE upgrade to WBT bananas

★ ★ ★ ★ ★]
May 04 1

HIFI i/C

Summer Sale Preview!

WHATHIR?

AWARDS 2004

,6thWW

Solutions for better music & movies

25% 
OFF

Preview online now at www.russandrews.com/sale 
or call us to place your order

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, 2b Moreland Court, 
Westmorland Business Park, Shap Road, Kendal, LA9 6NS, UK.

Tel: +44 (0)1539 797300
k Email: info@russandrews.com

OVER 
1/3 OFF 

0.5m

visitwww.russandrews.com/sale
or call UK Local Rate 0845 3451 550

10% 
OFF
Russ Andrews 

and Kimber cables 
and accessories

60 Day Home Trial • Free Delivery • Upgrade Scheme • Lifetime Guarantee
Exclusive UK Retailer for

http://www.russandrews.com/sale
mailto:info@russandrews.com
visitwww.russandrews.com/sale


Part exchange possible

Now introducing the brand new Apollo turntable. Same cutting edge British 
engineering, delivering outstanding sound at a price that will astound.

HI-FlWGgT ..... ................

“It's about enjoyment and emotion fol one, g rare combination at any pn.ce^ 
Adam Smith from Hi-Fi World

the magic of the studio recording in 
your listening room.
listen to vinyl playback as you’ve never heard it before...

ci Inspire Hi-Fi
Tel: 01246 Ô27272 / 01246 56Ô770 Mobile: 07932 367555 Buy the most talked about turntable 

direct from the UK manufacturer with 
no retail mark upl

audio sanctum
PERFORMANCE AND QUALITY

07517 889 738 • www.audiosanctum co -uk • info@audiosanctum co uk

Jimmy Hughes uncovered one of hi-fi's best kept secrets: 
XTZ. Here are just some of the comments from the 
exceptional Hi-Fi Choice (Issue 333) system review:

'' This system offers great sound and 
terrific value. And for those unable to

'' An amplifier and 
CD player with this

listen, prior to purchase, we'd simply 
say this - order with confidence. Trust 
us, we are the reviewers after all and 
it's our job to know these things. "

sort of finish and build 
quality for just £600 
and £365 respectively? 
Unbelievable! "

" Musically, the 
presentation is clear
and unpretentious - a 
very nice system that's 
a pleasure to listen to. !

*System: XTZ CD-100 CD Player, XTZ 100D3 Amplifier and XTZ 99.36 Speakers

*Limited Time ^Ofr 
Save £2400 on the XTZ System 
featured in this AD. Speakers available in: white, 
black or walnut finish. Components available in: 
black or silver. Pay only £1,550. MRP £1,790.
Remember to QUOTE REF: HFC334.

http://www.audiosanctum


TECHNICA ATH-W1000X OEWIEIA/C
HEADPHONE £649 REVIEWSAUDIO

Head 
master

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Audio Technica 
ATH-WlOOOX
ORIGIN:
Japan
TYPE: 
Closed-back 
headphone
WEIGHT: 
350gm

With its new high-end flagship headphone, 
Audio-Technica looks to take on the mighty 
Sennheiser. Richard Black listens in

FEATURES:
• Impedance: 
42ohms
• Fixed cable with 
6.3mm stereo jack 
plug

Among major headphone 
manufacturers, 
Audio-Technica produces 
one of the most inclusive

ranges available, with something of 
a specialiry in closed-back models.

The considerations between open 
and closed headphones are not cut 
and dried, but obviously closed ones 
tend to give more isolation to and 
from the world: on the other hand 
open models often have the edge in 
tonal neutraliry. So the question now 
is how AT's changes affect the sound 
- can, for example, the WlOOOX 
measure up to giants like the 
Sennheiser HD800?

Big drivers, big sound
The most obvious feature of this 
headphone is the beautiful 
wooden earcup, made from 
American Cherry and polished 
to a high lustre. Audio-Technica 
suggests that they contribute 
beneficially to the sound, which 
may indeed be so, but one can't 
help feeling that their appeal is at 
least as much visual!

Inside the cups are the drivers, 
which at 53mm are the same size 
as those in most other high-end 
headphones these days (there 
seems to be a 'size war' and 53mm 
is currently the magic number). 
But, of course, details are at least 
as important, including the high- 
flux magnets and lightweight 
diaphragms, which allegedly extend 
frequency response to 42kHz.

AT also mentions a 'floating mount 
system' (a compliant mounting, 
basically) which helps reduce 
internal structural resonances, 
plus a damper which helps reduce 
acoustical resonance. This is all 
useful stuff, as resonances (left 
unchecked) can bedevil headphones, 
just like speakers, making listening 
more of a headache than a pleasure.

We must also mention AT's 'wing' 
support which is a very clever way of 
resting headphones on the head -

t^w.hifichoice.co.uk

this latest version is the most 
comfortable yet.

On the money
As one tends to expect of expensive 
Japanese equipment, the finish on 
this headphone is somewhere 
between very good and superb. Not 
every detail is quite perfect, though, 
and we found the overall headband a 
bit disappointing - it's rough and 
awkward to the touch and also 
couples mechanical noise into the 
earcups rather too readily if it 
touches the back of a chair. On the 
other hand, the cable is much

• Single driver per 
channel
• Closed back; 
circumaural
DISTRIBUTOR:
Henley Designs
TELEPHONE: 
01235511166

WEBSITE:
audio-technica.com

improved from the WlOOO and 
couples very little noise. The earpads 
are covered in very soft leather and 
feel great over the ears. Compared 
with other expensive headphones, 
the whole look and feel is right on 
the money,

X-factor 2
Having heard the original WlOOO, 
the general feeling is that the sound 
of its successor is on a par. Which, 
given the credentials of the former, 
can only be to the good. Bass is just 
terrific, with vast extension and real 
weight, plus plenty of attack and 
bite. Lower midrange is great too, 
but there is still some coloration in 
the upper midband and treble, which 
slightly emphasises background hiss, 
vocal sibilants and so on, as well as 
the odd very high melodic note.

On the whole, though, we feel this 
has been reduced in the X version, 
while detail is slightly improved. 
As a result, it is now easier than ever 
to hear all the fine detail in familiar 
recordings and the mild tonal 
aberrations soon become second 
nature. If everything else is right, the 
ear is pretty tolerant of deviations 
from absolute response flatness.

Head start
Overall, then, we are very impressed 
with this model. It plays cleanly up 
to very high levels (so go easy with 
that volume control!), but also has 
great subtlety in quieter music. It 
combines truly excellent performance 
in the lower parts of the spectrum 
with good results higher up, bur 
although it may take a little getting 
used to, its very good resolution is 
always appealing.

It also proves comfortable over 
long listening sessions and the 
modest, bur useful reduction in 
background noise is a genuine 
advantage, very often, over open- 
back alternatives. All-in-all, it's a 
fine transducer.

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
★ ★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
***

LIKE: Great bass and 
powerwith modest 
background noise 
reduction

DISLIKE: Slightcoloration 
andheadband awkward 
to handle

WE SAY: Anne advert 
for the virtues of closed^ 
back headphones

OVERALL

*****
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REVIEWS

Basic 
instinct
Consonance's latest turntable has the one of the 
simplest plinths yet encountered,/oson Kennedy 
asks if less is more when it comes to vinyl replay

his is a radical piece of turntable design.In fact, rarely have we seen such a simple,skeletal approach to the ongoing challenge of mounting a platter, tonearm and motor.The supplied T988 uni-pivot tonearm is, on the other hand, rather elaborate with a slim-line carbon

fibre main tube and fancy counterweight. Also unusual is the use of nylon filament as a drive belt, an approach derived from the use of fine silk on high-end turntables. What's more, the novelty doesn't end there because Consonance has taken the unusual step of adding a foam mat to the 

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
ConsonanceLP6.1/ 
T988
ORIGIN: China
TYPE:
Turntable and arm 
^BGW:3kg 
DIM^CIO^: 
(WxHxD) 
360xl 11x310mm 
r^m^:
• 25mm acrylic 
platter
• DC motor
• 228.6mm (9-inch) 
uni-pivot carbon 
fibre tonearm
• 304.Smm (12-inch) 
arm option
• Flying lead outputs 
TELEPHONE: 
01273 608332
^OTBUTOR: 
AliumAudio
WEBSITE: 
aliurraudio.com

acrylic platter. This combination marks the LP6. l as one of the most distinctive designs at its price.
Good vibrationsOne of the best established Chinese manufacturers, Consonance started way back in the post communist boom of the early nineties. Now it has a huge range of components and makes everything from CD players to horn speakers.The LP6. l is its least expensive turntable to date and a simpler design we have yet to see. The basis is a box-section aluminium T-bar that supports platter bearing and tonearm with an extra bar bolted on for the motor. This approach gives it tremendous stiffness, although all that exists to stop vibration travelling from the motor to both arm and platter is some damping in the metalwork, and you have to wonder if that is sufficient. Mind you, Consonance has selected a
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CONSONANCE LP6.1/T988 DC1/ICIA/C
TURNTABLE AND ARM £1,19& REVIEWS

Japanese DC motor for the job, 
which should ensure that extraneous 
resonance is kept to a minimum.

The supplied arm is rather a fancy, 
uni-pivot with a thin carbon-fibre 
wand that comes in both 228.6mm 
(nine-inch) and 304.Smm (12-inch) 
variants. You'll need to augment the 
turntable chassis to use the longer 
wand, but this is an interesting 
option for such an affordable 
turntable. Traditionally super 
lightweight, low-mass arms like 
this were only suitable for high- 
compliance cartridges - which 
usually means moving magnets. 
The T988 (or 304.Smm Tl288) is 
claimed to be compatible with a 
wide range of cartridges.

The LP6.l's platter is 25mm thick 
and has the bearing and centre 
spindle bonded-in, the latter is 
unusually long, while the bearing 
below it is shorter than average.

The bearing sits in a brass journal 
which you lubricate with the 
supplied oil and once the platter is 
in place you need to fit the filament 
belt. Being less elastic than rubber 
belts, this is a slightly tricky 
operation, especially if you try to 
start on the lower 45rpm channel 
on the pulley.

Power for the 12-volt DC motor 
is produced by a wall wart supply 
and the on/off switch is at the 
back next to the power socket. 
In the same area on the rear of 
the unit is a small screw that can 
be used to adjust speed. When 
combined with the supplied strobe

UNI-PIVOT tonearms 
differ from more 
conventional designs 
by virtue of having a 
single bearing point. 
A conventional arm 
has bearings on 
either side to allow 
up down movement 
and one underneath 
to allow sidewards 
tracking of the disc.

Uni-pivots balance 
on one point, which 
in the case ofthe 
T988 is a stub in the 
housing that sits in 
a race of bearings in 
the arm base. Other 
types have a single 
spike in a jewelled 
bed. The idea is that 
friction is reduced 
so that the arm can 
trace the groove with 
greater ease. Classic 
examples include the 
Hadcock designs and 
Naim'sARO.

Another advantage 
of uni-pivots is that 
it's relatively easy 
to swap a whole 
arm-wand with a 
cartridge installed 
for another, hence 
the plug-in cable. 
Less convenient is 
the floppiness of the 
arm as a whole when 
setting up and using 
the finger lift.

TALKING 
POINT

disc and a 50Hz lamp, it's relatively 
easy to get this spot-on.

Arm and cartridge set-up is rather 
more of a fiddle, unipivots are 
difficult at the best of times because 
they don't sit still and, at least, you 
can bolt on the cartridge prior to 
fitting the wand, but the rest is a bit 
more fiddly. In particular, getting the 
bell-shaped counterweight in 
precisely the right position so that 
azimuth (the angle of the stylus in 
the groove when viewed end on) is 
correct requires the patience of a 
saint. The bell shape was chosen to 
keep mass below the pivot point, but 
it's so much heavier than a cartridge 
that it needs to be rotated in tenths 
of a degree, or so it seems!

Steady hand
The T988 tonearm can be purchased 
separately for £650, which means 
that the turntable element itself is 
£545 and, while construction and 
finish are of a high standard, it's 
debatable whether it looks like great 
value. The Japanese motor is 
undoubtedly a high-quality 
component, but construction is such 
that its vibrations can be heard 
through the speakers when the

"It has a presentation 
that engages the mind 
with its tonal clarity 
and the heart with its 
fine coherence."

O
 Cartridge not supplied. 
Weusedourown modelfor 
photography purposes

O
Carbon-fibrearmtube 
can be swappedfor 
105mm (12-inch) beam

O
BeU-shapedcounterweight 
keeps mass below the 
pivot point

heightcanbeadjusted 
with this collar and one 
other, below chassis

O
Singlefixingheadshell 
for easy alignment

volume is turned up. The feet are 
rubber hemispheres, which will 
only keep out the highest 
frequencies, so the turntable 
needs to be kept well away from 
loudspeakers on a wall bracket, or 
stand with excellent isolation.

The arm is better value in 
engineering terms and, while tricky 
to set up, is operationally 
straightforward for the most part - 
you need a steady hand to collect it 
from disc centre because the finger 
lift is distinctly small. The flying 
lead output sockets mean that 
separate interconnect is required to 
take the signal to your phono stage, 
but at least this gives the option to 
choose a cable.

Competing alternatives have to 
include the Michell Gyro SE, which 
can be had with a Rega RB300 for an 
extra £100 over the LP6.l and is a 
rather more substantial proposition 
in all respects. The Rega arm may 
be more prosaic, but the presence 
of a suspended sub-chassis and ..
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nCWIEtAJC CONSONANCE LP6.1/T988REVIEWS TURNTABLE AND ARM £1.195

HIDDEN TECH

O
On/off switch and 
speed adjustment are 
on the back O

JapaneseDC motorwith 
two spindle diameters 
for 33.3 and 45rpm O

Mainbearingisasteel 
shaft in a bronze 
bushing

O
Noteunusualshape 
of cartridge mounting 
slots and cartridge tags O

Uni-pivot bearing is 
under here-whole 
beam can be removed O

 Chassis ismadefrom 
solid aluminium 
machined parts

Michell's enviable standard of engineering make this a very hard turntable to beat at anywhere near the price.The T988 looks a bit more competitive, the closest rival we could find is the Hadcock GH242, which is steel rather than aluminium, stainless and carbon- fibre and costs £772. A Roksan Nima with aluminium am tube and acrylic headshell is more affordable at £489, but a rare site outside of a Roksan Radius turntable.We managed to set up a van den Hui DDT cartridge in the T988

tonearm without too much cussing and set it down in the groove of a beautiful jazz tune called Warm 
Canto by Mal Waldron, a piece the 
LP6. l reproduced with considerable finesse. Eric Dolphy's clarinet reveals its gorgeous tone and you can hear all of the filigree detail that the drummer gets out of his cymbals. We chose this track because its sustained notes can reveal flutter, but none was to be found - the clarinet sounds pure and sweet.We also compared the deck with CD to see how much tonal

SYSTEM 
BUILDING

TECH LAI¥i

RESULTS AT A GLANCE
ExcellentAbove average AverageBelow averagePoor

^SPE
AC^^^:The fine speed adjustment means you can both checkand setspeed using a keystrobe

11generates very little vibration and its a high^ frequency that is transmitted through the heavy structure

Although there is nosuspension as such, the solid construction gives a modest degree ofisolation

ARM 
RESONANCE:The main résonance, at about 360Hz is not prominent and does little to colourthesound

^WOWN<>
The nylon drive cord shows signs of'wanderup' and down the motor pulley, leadingto speeC variation

WHEN WE ASKED 
Ian large of Alium 
Audio to come up 
with a system to suit 
the LP6.1 he gave us 
two options. At the 
higher end he chose 
Opera-Consonance 
valve amplification 
consisting of a 
Reference 40 phono 
stage, Reference 
50 preamplifier and 
Cyber 880 amp.

For the turntable 
he stays with 
Opera-Consonance's 
recommendation of 
the Dynavector Karat 
1703 cartridge. This 
little lot will build you 
a £10.Sk rig.

At the other end 
of the scale; a Cyber 
Signature 10-valve 
amp (11-watt output) 
with Cain and Cain 
Abbey speakers is 
a system for under 
£4k, which can't be 
bad. It would still 
need a cartridge and 
phono stage, but 
it's encouraging to 
hear a distributor 
enthusing about 
such a realistic choice.

colouration it introduces to the end result, the answer is not very much. It's a little brighter, perhaps, but also rather more open and organic.Importantly, there is none of the halo effect that you can get with acrylic platters - the foam mat clearly helps keep things clean in this respect. The flip side is that it sounds less dynamic than pure acrylic designs do and while you have the option of discarding the mat, we prefer the more focused sound with it on.As the Dynavector l 7D3 also happened to be available (see our review on p71) and is Consonance's cartridge of choice, it seemed churlish not to fit it. A process that was more than amply rewarded by superb timing combined with pinpoint imaging.While not as dynamic a result as was achieved with the Rock Y there is a degree of fluidity to the sound on this turntable that is beguiling. It continues to be tonally on the money, while doing even more for vocals and instruments, John Coltrane's sax on Kind ofBlue hasn't sounded this sweet for quite some time.
Hearts and mindsIt would be interesting to try this arm in another turntable and compare which source (arm or turntable) is actually responsible for the overall results. We are, after all, a little concerned about the value of the latter part of the package, but it has to be said that the overall effect is very compelling.It avoids the usual limitation of acrylic platter designs and has a presentation that engages the mind with its tonal clarity and the heart with its fine coherence. It has strong competition from the likes of The Funk Firm, Rega and Michell, among others, but should hold its own if equipped with a cartridge like the Dynavector. •
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Combines fluidity with resolution togreat musical effect
DISLIKE: Monstrously fiddly armto set up, but you only have to do it once
WE SAY: A turntable combined with an effurtiess- soundingtonearm, this is a top-flight pairing

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES
*****
OVERALL
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world class sound...

An invitation to 
celebrate the very 

best in audio...

Join PJ Hi-Fi and the 
Naim Audio team to 

celebrate everything ‘Naim’, 
including the launch of the 

new UnitiQute compact 
all-in-one audio player, at an 

exclusive free open day.

Thursday 3rd June 

12.00pm - 8.30pm

3 Bridge Street 
Guildford 

Surrey 
GUI 4RY 

T. 01483 504801 • E.info@pjhifi.co.uk 
www.pjhifl.co.uk

mailto:E.info@pjhifi.co.uk
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Expression.
Emotion. Experience.
Riga, for real life sound and emotion, 
it's a pearl. Fitted with the new BC17 
coaxial driver Riga delivers all the virtues 
of the SCS (Spatially Coherent System) 
principles developed by the Cabasse 
l aboratory. Whatever the size of your room, 
your Cabasse dealer will help you find 

the perfect stereo or multichannel Riga/ 
Santorin subwoofer solution.
Experience the wide sweet spot and share 
in the joys of music and sound - every kind 
of music and every type of sound.
^ww.cabasse.com

Cabjossje

Buying New? 
Call us BEFORE 

you p/x!
fo^ogue

^Acos l^Lustre, excellent ^^arm’ 149
Al^on ^, order, SME fit 50
^Basis ^W ^rfa 4, Ci^po c C8k 4999

Micro ^G&der, excellent low ^hotn 39
Candas Ref^e.e Tc^^rn (^Cable. i^we okf 299
C^^^id ^Mlen cJw BelUnify t^^^ ^99

^Audio W^^, 149
Quadrad 401, ^go C^^and, full ^cel 49

301, ^go no^cel^ ful ^excel 799
Lim LP12. 1t1oi<. boxed 79
Lm LP12, EEkos 2 ii ash 129
Lim LP12, Wok, ULingo scellent 1199
Lm LP12, Cirkus, l^lilgo, Ekes, boxed 1499
Lim ^es 2, excellent boxed 899
MMana ^^tics Wall^ok, ^used 249
Miocell H^xedlc SME ^30, id 749
Miocell Ref^erence (no arm,SME cut) 69
Miocell T^^tre A. excellent boxed 279
candor ^Audio ^^oo DiDirect Drivew. excellent! 249
NAO 53 Tern^ (^^ 2)- AK50, EElektra 149

^^^Can2. nr mint boxed 219
^Rega P3, i1 gcgre 279
Rega 2 r:Jw AB250 '"1d ^^ Sias, excellent 149
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OT81, excellent boxed 199
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laser! FM4, exilent 179
Ratel Mdi RlfT10, boxed 499
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CD17. nr mint boxed 499

^black 29
AVI Lab ISeries CD players as boxed 79

CC02.2 24W, excellent boxed 59
boxbit. 649

O0. ^Oas CO, ^k 499
^Cyrus ^£X, excellent ^black boxed 69
C^as C^ISO exc^lent ^black boxed 749
C^as CI06SEE, ex^boxedt ^lver boxed 499
C^as ^^^4. boxed 349
Eboteno (^50. ITint boboxed SAVE ^ram! 2499
EEsotetlc XO^£. excellent boboxed 3249
1^^ SA7, boboxed as new 29

SA15, exc^lent boxed 49
C017Kl, ex^^m boxed 399
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^— G98, ^excellent boxed 99
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NAIMC03.ex^lent 349
NAIM ^^C^. new laser in 220 rednoed to laser 1499 
NAIM C^^^, nr mint boboxed 1749
Pa^as ^D9t. ^— boboxed 1649
^— CMl747, boxed 199
Rotelel KRC0, e^^lent with ^remote 199
^Shar*1g CDT\00, boxbit. 39
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Cambodge Audio 64^, excellent boxed 149
Cenred Jghnnon PV15L preamp boxed 1399
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Cyyrus 6VS2, excellent boxed 399
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Lino Majik I integrated, exexcellent boKed 899
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Mandian 501 with MSR and boards 299
Mt^excel Ftlentfy F15, excellent boxed 749
NAIM AIT XS, exexcellent boxed 849
NAIM 250, boboxed, ^^xed to ok,e & ^^ed il 2506 799
NAIM f^145, excellent 99
NAIM 1^60.2, exexcellent boxed 1749
NAIM NAC82, excellent boxed 89
Quad 69, vgc boxed 399
Quaded 34, excellent boxed 199
Ouad 69, as neww boxed ii Ublack 69
Rega Caner ^20 pre, excellent 249

M Belœ CALL
Rotel RCoo & R69 Pre/power mint boxed 399
Rotel RB981 vgc 179
Rote RC972 ^^and clw ^remote 149
Belgdue A21SE, as boxed 1299
Tag MLL^en 601no nr boxed 399

Lo^^^kers
Aud^^ile l^^i. excellent boxed CALL
AVI Nlent^ IV ex^^nt ex ^demo units boxed 349
B&W SCMs, nr mint boboxed in 899
Castle i^dueh, vgc 349
Definnitivee T^^^^y ^box 2, pair, ^bafgain! 399

Cantpair 1.^3"*2 ex^xcelent boxed 749
Focal JMLab 1007Be, nr mint boxed 1249
F^ocal Site pairk XXL Audits XL c^e and 749
Ket Ref^erence 103.3, due ii CALL
Kef TDM3434DS, exexcelcel in bbck 299
Kt^es C10, bowre pair in Ro^at CCAL
Lim t^^^^lent 110 5.1 system, exceijem c^aglete ooly 599

MG1.6, ex preview 1499
Medil ^Purity, ex ^demo, for lentails 199
Mbit.il Impair Visits excellent 199
MpairOf Audio CDW12 ^Gold ^series Sublocale excellent 69 
Mander Audii MA1800 ^Gold, latge ^^^ander ^egan 349 
candor Audii BRS ii wa!M. excellent boxed 349
PMC 081 Centre, exc^ 149
^Proa: Studio 140 in itey, excellent boxed CCAL

Alpha 81 St^andnile P^^LL of the y^ BARGAIN!!! 99
Quadbit. L iCan^nofer nr mint boxed 249
^Quad 21L in ^finish, nr ^mini boxed 349
Quadbit. 21L ii Birdsds eye ^agle fmh, nr mmint 349
Rega RS1, ITint boxed 279
Rega RS5 ii ^^^, ^mint boxed ex ^demo 599
R^el Perl^orma F32. excellent boxed, ^ioas valent 1399
Can^ F^» Grand Pano, excellent boxed. due in 99
T^an ^^^IV, excellent boxed 79
Totem ^ro with theash' 599
Thei CS72, latge ^andander £13k new...CA^N! 299
l^Usher Be718 S^^^duet, ex^^nt boxed 999
^^^0018i1P"'1o^ 1750
^Whartedalete ^Active 7.1s - rare boxed! 119

SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS
EEsot^ Al10 & SA10 SACD F^Player. save bit.pro)( 50% CCAL 
»^Of ^Audio Rarelent HO AV Socaler System CALL
^Onl<yo A733/CC733 Amp '"1d CO ex di^ 599
Aotel ^AC0ISORC06.R.A81l6 CDThePo^ - SAS<'!)efb 499
^Sugdeti A21SE & C021SE, both as new boxed 2199

Tel 01642 267012 
Tuesday to Saturday 10 'til 5 or 
email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk 

anytime

ww.cabasse.com
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk


SONY WALKMAN NWZ-A845 DCV/IEIAIC
PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYER £149 REVIEWS

Audiophile 
adventures
Sony's latestWalkman is an impressive personal 
audio and video player.Adam Hortleythinks it 
will make a dent in Apple's digital hegemony

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
SonyWalkman 
NWZ-A845
ORIGIN:
Japan
TYPE:
Personal audio 
player
WEIGHT:
62g
FEATURES:
• OLED screen
• BBC iPlayer 
support
•Noise-cancelling 
earphones
• 29-hour battery life

Favourite cans
The first thing any audiophile will 

notice, is that Sony's noise-cancelling 

in-ear EX headphones that 

accompany the NWZ-A845 are 

surprisingly good. So good, in fact, 

that you won't forget them in a hurry.

They are unlikely to be quite as 

good as your favourite cans - and 

they were certainly not as good as 

the custom-moulded ACS T2s we 

used to compare and contrast the 

new Walkman with Apple's iPod - 

but they are a country mile better 

than any other 'bundled' headphones 

we've tested.

ou can put Apple's 

ownership of the portable 

music market down to 

two things: Steve Jobs'

marketing nous and (iPod designer) 

Jonny Ive's understanding that most 

people value convenience and 

gadgetry above audio quality.

So it's easy to believe that Apple 

doesn't give much thought to fidelity. 

Thankfully, judging by our test of the 

new Walkman NWZ-A845, Sony 

thinks differently.

Music player first
For music lovers it's hard to pick 

fault with Sony's thinnest-ever 

Walkman. Feature-wise, the 

NWZ-A845 is bound to appeal to 

anybody who wants a high-quality 

portable music player. It has 16GB 

of memory, an S-Master digital 

amplifier, Digital Noise Cancelling, 

EX headphones and an impressively 
bright 2.8-inch OLED display. 

And the feature list ends there.

There's no Wi-Fi. No 3G connectivity, 

no touch screen, gaming or App 

Store. This is a music player first 

and a (really good) portable video 

player second.

Sony makes no attempt to 

compete with Apple's iPod touch. 

If you want a mobile internet device 

and personal media player that 

plays music occasionally, then by 

all means shell out a few quid 

more and buy yourself one of 

Apple's latest M!Ds (mobile internet 

devices), because the iPod touch 

is a wonderful pocket computer.

But if you want music on the go, 

then we would definitely urge you 

to consider a new Walkman instead. 

What it lacks in features it more 

than makes up for in audio (and 

video) quality.

No, no, nano!
The NWZ-A845 is 7.2mm- 

thin and it's a lovely looking, 

beautifully crafted bit of kit. 

Unlike the featherweight and 

plasticky iPod nano, it feels reliably 

solid and weighty.

Priced at £149, the NWZ-A845 

will be competing with Apple's 

slightly cheaper 16GB nano. The fact 

is, that those users that still rely on 

iTunes for purchasing and organising 

their music libraries are always going 

to plump for an Apple device over 

anything else. Sony doesn't have that 

software eco-system that is Apple's 

bread-and-butter.

Some users have also been quick 

to dismiss the design of Sony's 

NWZ-A845 as 'a bit too 1990s.' 

Which, admittedly it is, unashamedly. 

No bad thing, mind, especially as 

the interface is simple, quick and 

easy to use.

•Windows Media 
and iTunes 
compatibility
DISTRIBUTOR:
Sony Europe
TELEPHONE:
0845 6000124
WEBSITE:
Sony.co.Uk

Sony informs us that the EX 
earphones are worth around £70 

on their own, which makes the 

NWZ-A84S's £149 price tag seem 

even more reasonable.

If you are travelling on a bus, 

train or plane then noise can be a 

major set-back. But not with Sony's 

Advanced Artificial Intelligent Noise 

Cancelling' technology, which 

automatically monitors your 

surroundings and successfully 

manages to cut out a considerable 

amount of the ambient interference.

iTunes
With a battery-life of up to 29 

hours and iPod-beating sound quality, 

the latest Sony Walkman is truly a 

contender for our favourite personal 

digital audio player.

Of course, Apple has the benefit of 

the iTunes eco-system, which most 

people are going to be happy to 

continue to use alongside their iPod 

touch or nano.

However, for the discerning 

audiophile, once you pit Sony's 

machine alongside any Apple device, 

the difference in audio quality is 

immediately apparent. Whether you 

are listening to quiet folky guitar 

tunes or bass-heavy hip hop, this 

Sony Walkman and its bundled EX 
noise-cancelling earphones deliver a 

surprisingly clear sound. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY

★ ★★★★
FEATURES

****
OVERALL

LIKE: Superior quality 
when compared with 
similarly priced devices
DISLIKE: Doesn't support 
the lossless FLAC format.
PC-syncing is a pain
WE SAY: They may be 
unable to compete with 
iTunes, but Sony delivers 
fantastic audio results

★★★★★
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Entry-level 
excellence
Nairn regards the CDS XS as an entry-level 
player. But as Malcolm Steward discovered, its 
performance tells a completely different story

he Nairn XS series, which 
includes the CDS XS, is 
more than just a simple 
evolution of the previous

X series models. Each component is 
said to have been engineered to 
work harmoniously with the rest of 
the range and providing significantly 
enhanced overall system performance. 

Nairn also regards the XS range as 
a superb introduction to its Reference 
series models by offering what it 
says is genuine high-end performance 
at an affordable price level.

Broader horizons
The CDS XS CD player was completely 
re-engineered in the transition from 
its previous incarnation as the CDSx. 
Nairn revised or replaced nearly 
every element of the design except 
for the mains transformer and the 
disc mechanism, which was 
borrowed from the more costly 
CDX2 player.

Perhaps the most noteworthy 
inclusion, though, was the 
introduction, for the first time 
on a Nairn CD player, of a digital 
output alongside the traditional 
analogue connection. The 
appearance of the digital output 
at around the same time as Nairn 
delivered its first stand-alone DAC 
hardly seems a coincidence, even 
though the capabilities of the 
multi-input, multi-frequency 
DAC far exceed what is necessary 
for handling the 16-bit /44. lkHz 
S/PDIF output of a CD player.

Nonetheless, it seems that 
many people are still buying the 
£1,790 CDS XS and using it with 
the DAC. At a total price of £3,78S, 
the combination is only £460 more 
than a CDX2 CD player and £2,340 
cheaper than a CDS3 player - 
without its mandatory power supply. 
The DAC does, of course, open 
the floodgates to all sorts of 

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Nairn CDSXS
ORIGIN: UK
TYPE: CD player

6kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
430x70x300rnrn
^WRK:
• Switchable digital/ 
analogue output
• Upgradeable 
through power 
supply
• Alternative upgrade 
with Nairn DAC
• Digital output 
through 75-ohrn 
BNC connector
DDtSTRIBBUTOR:
Nairn Audio
TELEPHONE: 
01722426600

WEBSITE: 
naimaudio.com

digital media, which makes it 
and the CDS XS look like a very 
tempting combination.

The player follows Naim's 
well-established minimalist 
approach and comes housed in a 
zinc and extruded aluminium case, 
designed to keep external vibration 
and 'noise' at bay. The analogue 
output can be accessed through RCA 
connections, as well as the 
traditional DIN socketry, which 
makes it easier to integrate into a 
non-Nairn system or modify its 
performance. The digital output is 
less potentially compromised and 
exits the player through a 7S-ohm 
BNC connector.

As well as auditioning the CDS 
XS through an all-Nairn system, we 
also tried the player with the budget 
Cambridge Audio DACMagic for 
anyone whose spend is capped at 
£2,000 for a CD player package.

We played this through a Creek 
Evolution S030 amplifier and 
Cabasse Iroise 3 speakers to assess 
its performance in a completely 
non-Nairn set-up. This provided 
thoroughly satisfactory results, 
which is good news for Nairn, who 
clearly wishes this and other XS 
products to reach outside its 
established customer base and 
attract new buyers into the fold.

The CDS XS introduced improved 
speed, control and precision to the 
sound of this secondary system that 
easily ought to attract those looking 
for more hi-fi attributes. The
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additional expression and 
communication it brought to the 
system ought do the trick for those 
more taken by the music than by the 
presentation. In particular, the Nairn 
player brought with it an increase in 
rhythmic urgencypace and dynamic 
expression that enhanced our 
enjoyment of a wide variety of 
musical genres.

Painstaking detail
Nairn has always had a reputation 
for painstaking attention to detail 
when building components. This 
even extends, for instance, to 
specifying the exact positioning of.

CONNECTIONS

O
Rinput can be 
usefulifplayer is 
located out-of-sight O

TheCD5XScan 
run off an 
upgraded external 
power supply 

"...specifying the exact 
positioning of the 
cable ties is an anally 
retentive obsession for 
which Nairn is famous."
the cable ties on each of its wiring 
harnesses. This is just one of those 
seemingly, anally retentive obsessions 
for which Nairn is famous: depending 
upon your perspective, for being 
either ruthlessly fastidious or 
hopelessly deluded. Combine such 
tiny differences, though, with a host 

O
S/PDFoutputuses ^0 Digitaloranalogue Phonooutputsfor ^0 DINsockettoease
IB NC connector output, not both compatibility with • interconnect with
instead of the usual standard equipment otherNaim kit
phonosocket

of others and they add up not only 
to ensure absolute consistency in 
production, but also to exert a much 
more significant influence over the 
performance. It is not unlike the 
Formula One grid where the fastest 
and slowest cars are often separated 
by little more than a second. Under 
such circumstances, a couple of 
thousandths of a second assume 
massive importance.

One of the most immediately 
noticeable fine-tuning measures 
with the player is the 'loose' sockets 
on the rear panel. The mains, DIN 
and BNC connections are 'selectively 
decoupled' to float within the ►

TALKING 
POINT

ADDINGANS/PDIF 
output to the CD5 X5 
was a painstaking 
exercise, says Nairn. 
The signal from the 
CD decoder feeds 
the Digital Interface 
Transmitter through 
a switch that directs 
the signal to either 
the DIT or the audio 
DSP/HDCD decoder. 
This ensures that the 
signal is routed only 
to the digital output 
or to the analogue 
output, which 
eliminates the risk of 
compromising either.

The processed 
digital stream 
from the Digital 
Interface (Oil) ehip 
feeds an isolating 
transformer, which 
ensures that the 
digital signal does 
not contact the 
chassis or zero volts.

The digital output 
then terminates 
in a 75-ohm BNC 
socket for optimum 
signal transfer, with 
the least chance of 
reflections caused 
by mismatched 
impedances. The 
CD decoder, Audio 
DSP/HDCD decoder 
and DIT are each 
controlled by a 
high-precision 
master clock with 
its own regulated 
power supply.
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DEVIEVWQ NAIMCD5XSREVIEWS CD PLAYER £1,790

©
Encapsulated reed
relays used for 
signal muting

O
 Low-noise toroidal 

mains transformer

casework and so prevent vibration in those cables from passing through and interfering with the electronics within the enclosure.Although few people regard nearly £1,800 as an insignificant trifle, the CDS XS is not expensive in the Nairn scheme of things where the top of the range CDSSS will set you back over £16,000. Certainly several listeners, who were unaware of what was playing, estimated the cost of the CDS XS - particularly when auditioned with the DAC - at well over fS,000.
Adding sparkleWe listened to the CDS XS in two modes: primarily as a stand-alone player through its analogue outputs,

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

^.JT: At250ps, jitterislow enough forits effects to be inaudible to most ears
^NOISE:(20Hz20kHz) 98dBisa somewhat average result, but noise wasn't a problem duringtests

+/-0.7dB (20Hz-20kHz) starts to roll-off noticeably after this figure
THO:0.005 percent (20Hz-20kHz) is an excellent result and one that surpasses Naim'sspec

97dB (lkHz) means no unwanted 'breakthrough' between left and right channels

©
Analogue board uses 
high-quality op-amps 
and audiophile-grade 
passive components

O
Notethe abundance 
of linearvoltage 
regulators

O
Therobustdrawerand 
transport are identical 
to those of the CD^X2

O
 Burr-Brown PCM1704 

DAC

and as a transport feeding the Nairn DAC, which currently appears to be a very popular combination with buyers. In the first set-up the player exhibited all the expected verve and musical communication one associates with Nairn CD machinery. As one also expects from the company's contemporary players, there was a delightful openness and a rich tonality evident on all voices and instruments, which, along with the timing and dynamic precision, truly brought the music and its performance to life.Through its digital connection into the Nairn DAC, the performance initially appeared to have gained another octave at the lower extreme, which not only reinforced the

&
QUESTION 
TIME

WEASKED GARY 
CROCKER, NAIM'S 
R&DMANAGER 
ABOUTTHECD5 XS. 

HFC: The synergy 

between the CD5XS 
and the Nairn DAC is 

striking: they seem 

made for each other. 

GC: The factors that 
make it so good 
as an analogue 
source, make it a 
great digital source 
for the Naim DAC. 
It's optimised for 
both modes and its 
prototypes were 
used as a digital 
source for the 
optimisation of the 
DAC, so in many 
ways they grew 
together, which 
might explain the 
synergy between 
them.
HFC: What three 
factors contribute 

most to the CD5XS? 
GC: If I had to single 
out three things 
about the CDS XS, 
it would be the new 
multi-layer main 
board PCB design; 
the new rigid CD 
tray mounting point 
method and the 
improved motor 
drive circuits for the 
CD mechanism.

realism of the presentation by providing a solid foundation for the rest of the instrumentation but it opened up the opposite frequency extreme, too, adding sparkle and vitality to drum kits and mandolins, for example.In effect, the DAC demonstrated that the CDS XS integral DAC could not extract maximum performance from this highly accomplished 'junior' player. Through the DAC the music also received a boost in the refinement stakes, the sound acquiring the sort of finesse and polish one normally associates with much higher-end machinery.Using the CDS XS in both a very revealing high-end Nairn system and in a mid-fi set-up with a Creek integrated and Cabasse loudspeakers it was quire clear that the player far surpasses the performance one expects from typical 'entry-level' models. This capability is completely genre-agnostic: it does not matter whether you appreciate blues, metal, or folk music mixed with chamber orchestra, the performance retains the same intrinsically musical qualities and conviction. We tried them all and the CDS XS performed consistently throughout.
All-round soundThe performance of the CDS XS is genuinely impressive: it is persuasive and wholly convincing in a manner that escapes many other players. It manages to convey that rhythmic plausibility for which Nairn has long been famous and, like its stable-mates in the XS range, the CDS XS presents music in a more all-encompassing fashion and will, therefore, appeal to listeners who have viewed the ‘Nairn sound' as being focused on pace, rhythm and timing. Transparency, derail, timbre and imagery have now joined that list of attributes. •
Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTSOUND QUALITY
VALUE FOR MONEY
****BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
*****OVERALL

LIKE: Compelling and refined, especially through the digital output and DAC
DISLIKE: There is very little not to like about this highly accomplished player
WE SAY: Its composure and openness results in a musical performance that is extremely seductive
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High End Cable when only the best will do.

www.highendcable.co.uk
For best prices talk to Dave Jackson on 01775 761880

el canto

Acoustic 
/ ys tem

T Ht

CHORD
COMPANY

FURUT€CH

FURUTECH
* war »_

FURUT€CH

Up to 25% trade in allowed on your old cable. So call Dave today

When only the best will do

by Raidho

H
C3.0

Great trade in deal on 
offer if you wish to 

upgrade to the Ayra range.

The superb range of Ayra Speakers 
now on demonstration in Spalding.

C2.0 
Designed from the bottom up, all
drivers and ribbon tweeters are built in house. Ayra use ce
ramics drivers, superb crossovers, unique magnet technology 
and Nordost Valhalla internal wiring. Offering frequency ex
tension to 50khz these speakers are among the best in the 
World.

Please visit the High End Cable website for call for more information.

Cl.O was Hi-fi plus Product of the year 2008

Cl .0 and stand

Product of the year 2008

We offer fabulous trade in deals, up to 40% when we take in your old speakers in part exchange. So your old speakers could be worth 
more than you think.

Call Dave today on 01775 761880.

http://www.highendcable.co.uk


DYNAVECTOR KARAT 17D3 DEVI Et A/C
MC CARTRIDGE £699 REVIEWS

Hooked on 
classics
Jason Kennedy examines Dynavector's great 
Karat cartridge, which in Mk3 guise is proving 
hard to beat amongst its rivals

A Long before DVD-Audio and SACD came along with a bandwidth that trebled what wasavailable from CD, a Japanese engineer figured out a way of achieving this with a moving coil cartridge. The Dynavector l7D3 has the shortest cantilever in the needle world at a specified l.7mm long. Not only is it tiny but it's made of diamond and it's this combination of stiffness and size which gives it a high-frequency response that reaches the sky, or lOOkHz, whichever comes first.
More output
As well as the tiny diamond cantilever the l7D3 has an equally small coil assembly and this contributed to an output of 0.2mV in l 7D2 form, which is pretty low even by MC standards. For this incarnation, Dynavector has improved the design of the magnetic yoke and this change in combination with a flux damping mechanism and 'softened magnetism' has resulted in a 50 per cent increase in output to 0.3mV A factor which should make it easier to accommodate for real-world phono stages.

The stylus on the end of the tiny cantilever is a 0.06mm square, nude diamond with a Micro Ridge profile. This is then bonded into a hole cut by laser in the diamond cantilever. All of the engineering - the magnet system, suspension, coils etc, are built into the nose of the cartridge body, the wider part being there primarily to provide fixing points for a conventional tonearm.While having a very short and stiff cantilever has its mechanical advantages, it does place extra strain on the supporting tonearm. The l7D3 has a tendency to send more energy into the arm and is, therefore, more sensitive to this element than most. It is known to benefit from front end damping and has a reputation for working well in the damping trough-equipped Townshend Rock turntable.
Part metal jacketBuild quality is very high, as you would expect from Japanese companies, while the body design looks surprisingly modern, considering it hasn't changed for over thirty years. And while some contemporary cartridges at this price

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
Dynavector 
Karat17D3
ORIGIN:
Japan
TYPE:
Moving coil 
cartridge

WEIGHT: 
53g
FEATURES:
•Output at1kHz, 
5cm/sec: 0.3mV
•Tracking force: 
1.8-2.2g
•Recommended 
load: >*100 ohms
• Stylus: Micro Ridge 
•Cantilever 
1.7x0.25mm solid 
diamond
DISTRIBUTOR:
Pear Audio
TELEPHONE:
01665830862

WEBSITE: 
^raudio.com

have all-metal bodies, the l 7D3 has a metal shell with a plastic mounting for the various elements within and threaded inserts. This approach offers a useful degree of damping and reduces the amount of energy being fed into the arm, but you need to be careful about how much torque you apply to the bolts.Competition at this price includes the Goldring Legacy (reviewed in 
HFC 328), as well as the most affordable model in the van den Hui range: the DDT II Special. Both are very fine cartridges, but not quite as thrill-powered as this Dynavector.
Thrill powerIn the substantial clasp of an SME V arm, onboard a Model 20A turntable, the 17D3 delivers a highly detailed and fast-paced result that is extremely exciting. Once warmed up this calms down a bit, but it remains incorrigibly upbeat and enthusiastic. This has an infectious effect on the listener and is guaranteed to encourage the seeking out of your favourite albums. Detail is phenomenal and results at low listening levels are particularly rewarding.As we had a Townshend Rock V on hand it seemed churlish not to set it up on its Rega arm, where the damping provided by the trough calms some of the excesses and lets the remarkable precision and energy of the Dynavector shine through.
Top tipThe l 7D3 gets very close to the results achieved with MCs at twice the price. Some may prefer a richer balance, but few could resist the allure of the speed on offer which is truly world-class. The bass is taut and extremely articulate and we genuinely don't think that there are many sub-£1,000 cartridges that can touch it in terms of sheer musicality and resolution of detail. In fact, all you need is a turntable that can take the energy.

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES
****

UKf:One ofthemost 
thrilling-sounding 
cartridges on the market
DISLIKE: Tiny cantilever 
makes set upa bit ofan 
eye strain
WE SAY: Ifyouwant to 
knowwhatwe mean by 
pace and timing, then 
listen to this cartridge

OVERALL
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- LINN UPHORIKKEVIEW. MC/MM PHONO STAGE £1,850

Bright and 
beautiful
In this exclusive review Jimmy Hughes looks at 
Linn’s new ‘universal’ phono stage and discovers 
a must-have tool for LP lovers

t goes without saying I that Linn’s Uphorik 
phono stage will have 
plenty of appeal to 

serious vinyl enthusiasts: those 
lucky individuals with a top class 
turntable, arm and cartridge, who 
are intent on making their precious 
collection of LPs sound as good as 
is humanly possible.

Yet, the Uphorik will also appeal to 
record fans in general, proving once 
and for all that the vinyl LP is still 
very much alive and kicking in 2010.

Which is pretty impressive news, 
given that its rival, the compact disc 
is fast approaching its 30th birthday. 
More importantly, vinyl is becoming 
increasingly popular among younger 
hi-fi enthusiasts born long after its 
heyday - see our feature on p84.

And unlike CD and downloads, 
vinyl is a very ‘hands on’ medium. 
So much so, that many listeners feel 
they’re more in touch with their 
music, especially when listening to 
a vintage pressing of something 
recorded forty or fifty years ago.

DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Linn Uphorik 

ORIGIN: Scotland 

TYPE: Phono stage 

WEIGHT: 4.4kg 

DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 

380x80x355mm

FEATURES:
• Variable gain

• Variable 
impedance/loading/ 
capacitance

• Balanced Outputs

• Switch mode power 
supply 

•Aluminium 
casework

DISTRIBUTOR: 
Linn Products

TELEPHONE: 

01413077777

WEBSITE: 
linn.co.uk

Easy pick-up
And all this talk of vinyl brings us 
neatly back to the Uphorik and its 
other key selling points; adaptability. 
For example, it can be fine-tuned to 
suit different pickup cartridges. A 
plethora of micro-switches mounted 
on the base lets you alter gain, 
impedance, and select the appropriate 
loading capacitance and resistance 
to achieve optimum results.

The Uphorik even offers inputs for 
Fixed Coil (MM) and Moving Coil 
(MC) pickups. And in addition to a 
set of normal unbalanced outputs 
using RCA phono plugs, there’s also 
the option of balanced operation via 
XLR plugs, as well as a choice 
between standard RCA Phono plugs, 
or three-pin XLR.

Various micro-switches customise 
the Uphorik to suit your choice of 
cartridge. Located on the bottom of 
the unit, once you’ve found the right 
combination of settings, you can set 
them and forget them. Linn’s website 
naturally suggests optimum 
combinations for its own cartridges, 
so expect a certain amount of trial 
and error with other pickups.
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But don't worry; the effect with 
most MC pickups is subtle rather 
than seismic, as you’re simply 
fine-tuning the basic output. Adding 
capacitance reduces the upper 
frequencies, while load resistors 
‘damp’ the cartridge. The smaller 
the value of the r esistor, the more 
damped the cartridge will be.

With everything ‘off’ you’ll get the 
brightest, liveliest, most energetic 
sound. As you add capacitance, the 
top end will grow smoother. Adding 
loading resistance should give the 
sound a bit more solidity and 
control. But much boils down to 
personal taste - you might just as 
easily prefer the sound with no 
added capacitance/resistance.

Don’t forget, however, that things 
like cartridge vertical tracking angle 
and playing weight (stylus 
downforce) also alter tonal balance 
and high frequency brightness. If the 
sound is over-bright, lowering the 
tonearm and/or slightly increasing 
stylus playing weight may prove 
more effective than adding capacitance.

Unless your moving coil cartridge 
has an unusually high output that

“...listening to music 
from vinyl LPs is 
where it’s at - a 
hugely enjoyable, 
life-enhancing thing.”
risks input overload, go for the 
highest gain possible. Doing this 
gives a bigger more dynamic sound, 
with brighter bolder tonal colours. 
However, if the sound is overly- 
forward and aggressive, reducing 
input gain will help to tame things.

Built like a battleship
The Uphorik is housed in an 
aluminium case, with components 
laid out on a single mother board. 
The circuits have aluminium 
screening covers over them, while 
the switch-mode power supply is 
housed in its own special aluminium 
box and placed as far away from the 
electronics as physically possible.

The casework is well finished in a 
choice of silver or black. The 
Uphorik does not offer hefty

HOW IT 
COMPARES

TWO KEY FACTORS 
make the 
Uphorik sonically 
outstanding. The 
first is the ability to 
fine tune cartridge 
loading to optimise 
the sound.The 
second is the option 
of balanced outputs.

When setting 
load capacitance 
and resistance 
with a non-Linn 
cartridge, evaluate 
the changes using 
a technically good 
recording with wide 
dynamic range 
and a clear open 
tonal balance. 
Some settings will 
definitely help 
reduce brightness/ 
harshness, but 
make sure you 
don’t over
compensate 
for bright/thin 
recordings.

‘battleship’ build quality, but the use 
of lightweight aluminium casework 
is actually a good thing sonically 
and should have a less detrimental 
effect on sound quality than a thick 
heavy steel case.

The various micro-switches for 
gain/impedance/loading are clearly 
labelled. Once set, they can be left. 
Linn actually recommend hard
wiring your preferred settings. 
This provides better contact than the 
switches and improves sound quality. 
You can do this yourself - or ask 
your dealer to do it

The unit runs very cool, and is 
physically silent. Even with your 
ear pressed to the casework, it’s 
virtually impossible to tell whether 
the Uphorik is switched on or off. 
And while £1,850 might seem quite 
steep for a phono stage, it’s actually 
a fairly ‘normal’ sort of price for 
something of this calibre.

You can pay less, but you can also 
pay significantly more. While the law 
of diminishing returns applies here, 
the Uphorik does deliver plenty of 
performance for your outlay. If you 
already have a top-class ►
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Q&A...WE SPOKE WITH TREVOR STACEY-LINN'S SENIOR HARDWARE DESIGN ENGINEER
[hidden tech

HFC: How difficult Is it to design o 
good phono stage?
T.SThe basics are straightforward; 
the details are complex - getting the 
details right defines the quality of a 
product. A phono stage optimised for 
one specific cartridge would be far 
easier to design. With the Uphorikour 
difficulty was matching a wide variety 
of cartridges whilst maintaining the 
highest quality levels. The principal 
challenges are noise and equalisation. 
The critical element for low noise is the 
first amplification stage. The Uphorik's 
MC input uses the circuit developed 
forour flagship Urika phono stage. 
The quality of capacitors used in the 
RIAA stage has a large impact on audio 
performance-despite extensive 
searches we haven't found any 
surface-mount capacitors that sound 
as good as the through-hole parts 
used in the Uphorik design.

Anything unusual or special about 
the circuitry?
The input is unbalanced (despite XLR 
connectors) because it enables a 
simpler lower-noise circuit. However, 
the input signal ground is not the 
same as chassis. Eliminating noise 
in the signal ground is paramount. 
So we only attach signal ground to 
chassis at one point, nearthe power 
supply, to eliminate 'ground loops'. 
The signal ground to each input stage 
is kept separate and only joined near 
the audio output. Effectively it's a 
'dual mono' amplifier- equivalent to 
two separate external mono phono 
stages, but realised on a single PCB. 
Optical decoupling between the 
control section and the audio signal 
path keeps the analogue signal clear of 
interference.

Could the Uphorlk be improved?
With the Uphorik, our aim was to 
produce the best-sounding stand
alone phono stage. However, for a 
moving coil cartridge on an LP12 deck, 
our Urika remains superior. There are 
ways to make turntable sources sound 
better-that's Linn's philosophy. Our 
'impossible dream'? A tiny phono 
preamp light enough to mount in the 
headshell behind the cartridge!

O Screened switch-mode power supply
O Leftoutput(XLR/phono) O Preampconfiguration DIPswitchaccessible from base of unit

©MC/MM input terminals (XLR/phono) and ground posts O Left-hand preamp screened to keep out 'stray signals'
ORightoutput(XLR/ phono)

turntable/arm/cartridge, a phono stage capable of revealing its true calibre without doubt justifies spending this sort of money.
Easy on the earLinn's Uphorik offers an impressively neutral presentation from a tonal perspective. It gives crisp, lucid results that sound clean and highly detailed, while at the same time offering extremely low background noise. Although it's true to say there's nothing warm or romantic about the Uphorik, it's not cold or clinical either. It offers striking clarity and razor-sharp focus, yet sounds smooth and refined.To provide comparisons, we sampled a number of high-quality phono stages including Audiolab's 8000 PPA (good value at £550), Sutherland's PhD, Trichord's Delphini, and Chord's Symphonic - all excellent designs that set very high standards of performance. Our cartridge was a Lyra Argo and the turntable; an Origin Live Calypso or Thorens TD-160HD.

The Argo cartridge is a very good tracker, capable of negotiating highly modulated grooves without losing control. Its crisp, open tonal balance and immediacy produce a relatively bright treble. Partnered with the Audiolab, however, the Argo can sound rather forward; heavy brass passages rasp impressively, but exhibit too much sting.Substituting the Uphorik for the 8000 PPA reduced this brightness/ forwardness. The Uphorik sounds noticeably cleaner and more refined, yet offers comparable crispness and immediacy. For all its brilliance, the Uphorik has a deliciously smooth and refined presentation. It's sharp and detailed, yet surprisingly easy on the ear.In addition to sounding cleaner, the Uphorik also produces a more open tonal balance. Solo instruments and voices seem to retain their individual timbral qualities. Also, quiet background voices and instruments seem clearer, with the main solo voice or instrument being less dominant.
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REVIEWSLINN UPHORIK
MC/MM PHONO STAGE £1,860

CONNECTIONS

O
 Audio-rangingswitch
mode power supply O

 Groundterminal
connect tonearm/ 
turntable O

RangeofinputsforMM ^0 BalancedXLRand 
and MC cartridges - unbalanced phono
balanced and unbalanced outputs O

UndersideDIPswitches 
for configuring gain and 
input resistence O

Switchesbetween
MC andMM preamp 
characteristics

The Uphorik was able to convey the placement of voices and instruments in the soundstage with outstanding accuracy and precision. In complex pieces of music we noticed better separation, with increased ambience and depth.
Firm foundationBass is weighty and solid, with good pitch definition and depth. Compared with the Uphorik, the 8000 PPA’s bass seems a touch stronger and more powerful. Bass guitar and bass drums have slightly more impact via the Audiolab - as though strings and skins were being hit harder - but the Audiolab is also a shade coarser/harder.In this respect the Uphorik isn't always 'impressive'. It's easy to mistake its smooth clean neutrality for lack of impact, when (in reality) it's simply not adding its own chatter. Vinyl is an additive sort of medium and some additives are

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE ExcellentAbove average AverageBelow averagePoor
The response shows signs of very mild tailoring, rollingoff by about 0.SdB(MM)and 0.3dB(MC)

^^^W:Treble rolls off above 20kHz, less than 3dB down at 40kHz, while bass isveryflatwithin IdBatlOHz

^NOISE:Via both MM and MC inputs noise is very good and will be dominated by disc surface noise for all, butthe most superb discs^

^^^: Below0.01% under all realistic conditions. This is good and certainly betterthan any mechanical disc cutting/replay

^OVERLOOAD 
^^N:The high gain ofthe Uphorik limits margin, butwe don't envisage problems in practice

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES 
★ ★★★★

addictive and nice. The Uphorik gives you the plain truth - it reveals but does not embellish."The Uphorik is an outstanding phono stage to make you fall in love with vinyl."Used via its unbalanced outputs, the Uphorik more than holds its own against the other phono stages. Via its balanced outputs, matters improve noticeably. The sound gains in terms of body and solidity - you get a far greater sense of fullness and texture and the overall soundstage seems bigger. Every LP sounds impressively solid and focused. The music has amazing presence, giving the performance increased purpose and attitude.Used via its balanced outputs, the more expensive Chord Symphonic comes the closest to matching the

IN TODArS digital 
age, listening to vinyl 
is a bit like shooting 
images with a 
vintage film camera. 
While digital reigns 
supreme in areas 
such as sharpness 
and lack of noise, 
vinyl (and film) gives 
you something 
greater than the 
sum of the parts. 
It's not always easy 
to put into words, 
but essentially it 
boils down to a more 
authentic result.

Linn's Uphorik 
aims to tackle CD on 
its home territory. 
With a good front 
end and recording, 
it can match the 
clean crisp focus and 
precision of CD, while 
maintainingthe 
strengths of vinyl. 
The specific qualities 
that suggest to the 
ear that a real person 
is playing a real 
instrument in a real 
acoustic space 
are subtle.

It's not just a 
question of achieving 
low noise and 
low distortion. 
There's a 'factor 
X' involved. Even 
recordings made 
on shellac'78s can 
create an amazing 
illusion of'reality', 
despite limitations 
in bandwidth and 
dynamic range.

TALKING 
POINT

qualities of the Uphorik, but the latter sounds even firmer and more solidly focused. The Sutherland PhD offers subtler tonal differentiation and a more natural top end, but can't equal the Euphorik's bass weight and dynamic presence.
Life-enhancing experienceThe Uphorik is an outstanding phono stage (suitably partnered) to make you fall in love with vinyl. It delivers a sound that's neutral and natural, yet colourful and full of incident. If you're able to use it via its balanced outputs, we think you'll find the results very hard to better.Of course, the Uphorik is not cheap; nor are a suitable turntable, arm and cartridge to partner it. But listening to music from vinyl LPs is where it's at - a hugely enjoyable, life-enhancing thing. It's hard to describe the thrill you get playing a 20 or 30-year-old LP and hearing it reproduced superbly. Quite simply, it is an amazing, magical experience! •
Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Exceptional sound quality, and outstanding versatility/adaptability
DISLIKE: No stereo/mono switch
WE SAY: Brings vinyl back to life. The Uphorik could easily win over the next generation of LPenthusiasts

OVERALL

*****
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RIVES AUDIO PARC DEWiElAIC
ROOM CORRECTION UNIT £2,690 REVIEWS

Room 
• service

Thanks to this innovative room correction device, 
enjoying studio quality sound in your own home 
is a lot easier than you think, says Richard Black

□
 ovelty is a bit of a 

moveable feast. A CD 
player can still have 
novelty interest if it uses 

a new DAC chip or a different kind of 
output circuit. The PARC, though, is 
something quite unlike any product 
we've reviewed in Hi-Fi Choice 

before. It's a room correction unit, 
and it's true we've seen the odd one 
or two of these, but it works in a very 
different way from any other we're 
aware of. Indeed it's a little ironic 
that several years after the first 
digital room correction devices, this 
is the first analogue one.

What it does
The idea of using an analogue filter, 
or rather a set of them, to compensate 
for room acoustics is ancient - that 
was always one of the justifications 
of tone controls. Crude filters like 
those, however, seldom accomplished 
anything really useful and it was 
always guesswork setting up.

Two significant factors ensure that 
this is a lot more useful. First, it is a 
sophisticated parametric filter bank, 
with centre frequency, width and 
depth adjustable for three separate 
bands, on each channel independently. 
Second, it relies on using computer- 
aided measurement of the room and 
sound system to determine the 
settings required.

In other words, it does pretty much 
what digital systems do, but without 
the automatic programming of filter 
characteristics and, significantly, 
without any necessity to turn the 
audio signal into analogue form at 
any point.

Inside the box are two identical 
boards, one for each channel, 
containing enough op-amps and 
digitally programmable 
potentiometers to construct the 
filters, which can be quite simply 
programmed from the front panel 
with centre frequency, width and 
depth of attenuation.

Nuts and bolts
The easiest way to set this up is with 
the matching B/XARE. software, which 
runs on a PC, using an attached 
measurement microphone. It's not 
the only way, however, and Rives 
supplies a suitable test disc for use 
with the widely available Radio 
Shack sound-pressure level meter. 
You could also use the XTZ Audio 
Analyser which we reviewed a couple 
of issues ago (HFC 330).

In practical terms, the PARC (that's 
Parametric Adaptive Room 
Compensation, by the way) sits 
between pre and power amplifiers, or 
in the tape loop of an integrated. It 
has balanced and unbalanced inputs 
and outputs and operates at the 

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Rives Audio
Parametric Adaptive 
Room Compensation 
(PARC)
ORIGIN: USA
TYPE:
Room correction unit
WEIGHT:
9kg

DIM^IONS:
(WxHxD)
430x100x320mm
f^WRES:
• Three-band 
parametric equaliser
• Adjustable 
centre frequency, 
attenuation
• Digital outputs: 
coaxial, optical
• Three memories
•Inputs: RJ45 
ethernet, USB 2.0
• Bypass mode
• Phono andXLR 
in/out
DISTRIBUTOR:
Advanced Acoustics
^TOE
01623643609

WEBSITE:
^ww.^^udio.com

usual line level. It's beautifully 
constructed, in dual mono apart from 
the mains transformer, robustly 
housed and easy to operate, with 
three memories so you can try 
different settings without losing your 
original parameters.

Room mate
Having taken a bit of trouble to set 
up our FARC, we were struck by two 
things. First, in 'bypass' mode (no 
filtering active) it is admirably 
transparent. Its effect on the sound is 
barely noticeable, as one would hope 
- maybe imaging is minutely reduced 
but that's about it.

Second, it's quite hard to evaluate 
quickly because it has an effect on 
the subjective loudness, with most 
(not all) music. That's hardly 
surprising, of course, but it means 
one has to listen for a while to 
establish that this is indeed a very 
beneficial unit. As a result, sound is 
clearer all round and better timed.

Magic space
Overall this is a very impressive piece 
of kit. It won't work magic on bad 
rooms and Rives sensibly suggests 
that acoustic measures are taken 
before set up. With care, though, it 
can give a real lift to an already 
decent system and, as such, is very 
good value. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEATURES

*****
OVERALL

LIKE: Ingeniousand 
flexible, with carefully 
thoughtout features 
and operation

DISLIKE: The price is fair 
but still putsitoutofreach 
of many

WE SAY: Puts a whole 
newslanton frequency 
response correction

*****
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ACOUSTIC ENERGY RADIANCE 2 DEl/IElAfC
LOUDSPEAKER £t,OOO REVIEWS

Sonic 
sparkler
Paul Messenger discovers why Acoustic Energy's
carefully crafted Radiance 2 shines the brightest
in the firm's three-strong speaker range

t's rather a shame AE's 
new Radiance model 
wasn't included in this 
month's six-way Blind

listening Group Test (p34), because 
it might very well have stormed into 
an unassailable lead.

It certainly looks the business, from 
its high-tech DXT tweeter waveguide 
at the top, down to the substantial 
and properly engineered outriggers 
around the base that keep the whole 
thing from tipping over too easily. It's 
also wrapped up in an admittedly 
rather utilitarian real-wood veneer, 
all of which seems to represent pretty 
good value for money at £1,000 for 
the pair.

Pick of the bunch
The '2' is the middle of three 
Radiance models and the last to 
come under Hi-Fi Choice scrutiny. 
That's because it came rather later to 
the market, which in turn implies 
that the engineers spent a little more 
time refining the design.

In fact, it took at least three years to 
bring the original Radiance models to 
market and the extra year spent 
developing and refining this

The uniquely designed cast-alloy outrigger spiked feet are constructed to enhance the 
performance of the Radiance 2 by providing a vibration-free footing

Radiance 2 model would seem to 
have been time well spent, even 
though its similarity to the larger 
Radiance 3 and smaller Radiance 1 
is close and unmistakeable.

However, whereas the Radiance 3 
(and for that matter its much less 
costly Aelite 3 cousin) is a three-way 
design with twin 160-millimetre 
bass-only drivers and the Radiance 1 
is a simple two-way standmount, this 
Radiance 2 splits the difference 
by operating in a two-and-a-half- 
way configuration.

It has two 130mm drivers, each 
using 95mm diameter metal alloy 
cones with AE's characteristic 'pointy' 
integral dust cover. The upper drive 
unit operates as a bass/mid unit 
here, while the lower one just 
provides some extra bass weight.

Both units are separately loaded by 
their own ported sub-enclosures, the 
bass-only driver by a front port and 
the bass/mid unit by a port located 
high up on the rear. Although no 
mention is made in the manual, if the 
room match at the bass end proves 
less than ideal, it would clearly be 
feasible to re-tune the bottom end by 
blocking one or other (or both) ports.

»
THE RADIANCE 2 
uses two 130mm 
main drivers: the 
upper one a bass/ 
mid unit; the lower 
one just reinforcing 
the bass.

They improve 
dispersion and 
integration at the 
crossover transition 
to the tweeter; 
allow the enclosure 
to be fashionably 
slim; and provide 
rather greater bass 
diaphragm area than 
a single 165mm unit.

It's therefore 
surprising that 
so few models 
adopt a 2x130mm 
configuration. Scan 
the catalogues of 
leading brands 
and examples are 
very uncommon or 
usually found in the 
cheapest ranges. 
Only Focal and KEF 
currently seem to 
make such models 
available in the UK.

Although rolling 
off a bass-only driver 
inevitably introduces 
some upper bass 
and lower mid 
timesmear, this 
is arguably an 
acceptable trade-off 
for the midband and 
presence benefits.

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Acoustic Energy 
Radiance 2
ORIGIN:
UK/Malaysia
TYPE:
Two-and-a-half- 
way floorstanding 
loudspeaker
WEIGGHT: 16kg 
DIMENSION: 
(WxHxD) 
185x920x250mm
FEATURES:
•3Bmm annular 
diaphragm tweeter 
with DXT lens 
loading
•2xl30mm alloy 
diaphragm bass and 
bass/mid drivers
•Front and rear ports
•Curved enclosure 
sides
•Twin terminal pairs
TELEPHONE: 
01285 654432
□DISTRIBUTOR:
Acoustic Energy
WEBSITE: 
acoustic-energy. 
co.uk

HOW IT 
COMPARES

The cone drive units have undergone 
considerable development from those 
used in earlier Acoustic Energy 
ranges. FEA modelling has enabled 
the breakup points to be moved to 
substantially higher frequencies 
while at the same time reducing the 
moving mass. The magnetic motor 
design has been improved to increase 
sensitivity and reduce harmonic 
distortion and thermal compression.

The tweeter - common to all three 
Radiance models - is one of those 
'ring radiator' devices, a design that 
provides termination for both the 
inside and the outside of a 38mm 
soft fabric annular diaphragm. This 
is loaded at the front by the DXT lens 
to smooth the power response 
through the crossover region and

"It took at least three 
years to bring the 
models to market... 
the extra year spent 
refining the 2 is time 
well spent."

treble proper. Fed from twin-terminal 
pairs, the crossover network is 
deliberately kept as simple as possible.

Curvaceous body
The enclosure has attractive and 
functional curved sides and front 
edges and is finished in either pale or 
dark real (albeit rather anonymous) 
wood veneer. Crucially, it sits on 
substantial cast alloy outrigger spiked 
feet that ensure fine mechanical 
stability. Proper Smm spikes with real 
lock-nuts provide good floor coupling.

The construction involves forming 
the curved sides by filleting the inside 
of the lSmm MDF panels with 
closely spaced, deep grooves. This 
allows the curved shape to be 
formed, increasing damping but 
reducing rigidity. Structural integrity 
is then restored by a horizontal 
partition that creates the separate 
chambers for each cone drive unit.

The curved sides are both 
fashionable and functional, helping 
disperse internal reflections and 
avoid generating focused horizontal 
standing waves. The grille is held by 
magnets hidden beneath the veneer, 
so it may be left off without revealing 
unsightly mounting lugs.

Beautiful balance
While there are some grounds for 
criticism here and there, our overall 
reaction to this speaker is very ^
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DETAILS 1

positive, verging on outright enthusiasm. Perhaps reflecting its extended development time, this middle model has the best overall tonal balance of the three Radiance products - not perfect, but close enough for the majority of listeners. Add to that an enclosure that's clearly well founded, notably free from boxiness and capable of resolving a wide dynamic range, and you're left with a speaker that does very little wrong and most things rather well.The sound as a whole has a beautifully balanced and voiced midband, with just a touch of nasal coloration audible on speech, but a

O Adequate, if less 
than luxurious reab 
wood veneer finish, 
available in black or
maple

O
38mm ring radiator 
tweeter with DXT
lens for dispersion 
matching through 
crossover region

O
One of two metal 
bass/midrange driver 
diaphragms

O
Outriggerfeet 
arrangements 
considerablyaid 
stability

O
 Ultra-simple crossover 

for maximum 
transparency and 
communication

O
Curvedsidesand 
enclosure construction 
should help internal 
standing waves

good sense of overall coherence. There is a touch of timesmear and chestiness, which seems to be an endemic feature of two-and-a-half- way designs, probably because of the way rolling off the bass only driver adds a touch of timesmear through the lower registers.Unlike many small speakers, however, the Radiance 2 has a realistic warmth through the bass region. And although those two small drive units are never going to deliver a huge amount of serious bass welly and weight, what there is remains convincing enough, with well-judged average output level, if not the smoothest delivety

THEDXTLENS 
The considerable 
difference in 
diameter between 
a bass/mid driver 
and a tweeter can 
lead to a substantial 
dispersion 
discontinuity 
through the 
crossover transition, 
causing off-axis 
unevenness that 
adversely affects the 
power response.

The complex 
lens or waveguide 
developed by 
Danish consultants 
DXT(^ww.dxt.dk) 
and used here by 
Acoustic Energy, 
consists of carefully 
calculated and 
shaped concentric 
indented rings 
around the tweeter 
diaphragm, whose 
prime purpose is to 
maintain consistent 
dispersion and hence 
power response 
right through the 
tweeter's operating 
range, as well as 
providing a good 
match to the 
midrange driver's 
dispersion through 
the crossover region.

TALKING 
POINT

Space and airAlthough the speaker is physically quite short, placing the drive units a little below seated ear height, the stereo imaging is still attractively spacious, enhanced by the impressive freedom from boxiness. Superior dynamic range, fine focus and delicacy, a sweet top end and a mostly smooth midband, all help deliver a good sense of air and space and the soundstage shows no tendency to hang around the boxes.Depth perspectives are well portrayed, especially on choral recordings that are accompanied by a large and believable acoustic.The enclosures are particularly effective at eliminating boxy effects and enhancing the dynamic range. Low level cabinet noise, which can often obscure fine detail at the low end of the dynamic range, seems exceptionally well-controlled here and the result is a speaker that sounds impressively 'clean'.However, although the dynamic range is unusually wide, the actual dynamic behaviour does fall a little short. Music is driven along with decent pace, but the bass lacks a little grip and tension compared to the best.The sweet and smooth top end, supplying plenty of subtle detail without ever seeming to draw attention to itself, provides fine vindication for both the choice of tweeter and the effectiveness of the DXT waveguide.It does indeed seem a shame that the Radiance 2 didn't get the chance to go head-to-head with our group test contenders, as it's clearly a very competitive prospect. The tonal balance is very well-judged, the dynamic range is wide and stereo images are well formed. The veneer work might not be the prettiest, but the provision of proper and substantial floor-coupling outriggers is a major and very worthwhile bonus. •
TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE Hi - ChoiceExcellent------------ OUR VERDICTAbove averageAverageBelow averagePoor
Varies between 88and90dB across upper bass and midband.Has lowimpedance and modest bass extension

^^^^: Port is tuned to around 47Hz, giving practical extension down to around 30Hz 
(SOHz room peak)

OFStays above four ohms right across the band, though averages a little below six ohms overall
Holds within good+/-3dB limits right across the audio band, underin^room conditions

1^^^ 
^W^^: Treble is smooth above 2.2kHz. A lkHzpeakand a prominent 120- 240Hzoctavewill add 'character'

SOUND QUALITY
★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
***'
BUILD QUALITY
★ ★★★
EASE OF DRIVE

LIKE: Fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range
DISLIKE: Wood veneer could be prettier and needs more more grunt and dynamic expression
WE SAY: Littletofndfault within this impressiveall- round performer

OVERALL

★★★★
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Gu i Idford Astintrew
Audio Analogue 
Audio Research 
Audiophile Base 
Copland 
Crystal Cable 
Dream Vision
EAT

Gamut 
Grado 
Heed Audio

lsotek
Jadis
Koetsu
>KTell
Lavardin
Martin Logan 
Micromega 
Mimetism
Music First Audio 
Nordost
Onyko

Plinius
Prima Luna 
PS Audio 
Resolution Audio 
Roksan
Shanling
Si1tech
SME
Sonus Faber 
Stands Unique 
Stax

Sterling Broadcast 
Stratton Furniture 
Sugden
Sunfire
Theta
Transparent
Velodyne 
Wadia
Wilson Audio
Yter
Z:Axis

What the
Kreil?

Kreil Introduce the compact 
S-150 Mono Amplifier and 
S-275 Stereo/Mono Amplifiers.

If you have been lusting after a bigger Kreil 
but don't have the budget or the space then the 
S-150 and S-275 will be the answers to your 
prayers!

Combining flasghip technologies such as 'Kreil 
Differential Current Mode circuitry' and 'wide 
bandwidth topology', the S-150 and S-275 
deliver massive current/watts ensuring they 
can drive difficult speaker loads with ease. Both 
models sound simply sublime too!

For all your Kreil needs and a very different 
approach to reproducing the finest music in 
your home, why not give Guildford Audio a 
call on: 01483 537 577.

t. 01483 537 577 I m.07979 515577or07810 546103 I e.sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk I ^^^w.guildfordaudio.co.uk

The Audio
Warehouse

tel. 01483 537 577
mob. 07810 546 103
john@theaudiowarehouse.co.uk 
^^w. theaudiowarehouse.co.uk

aaxyc whether your spinning a 
linn or streaming digital ¡~

record in one room 
multiple rooms...in

...call 01483 537 577 to find out more about the different options 
and solutions from Linn - where convenience meets performance.
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Fl & HOME CINEMA
REAL STORES REAL PEOPLE REAL PRODUCTS

HI-FI SEPARATES

CYRUS MICHELL GYRO SE PROJECT GENIE MKlll

CDX t SE+
CDBSE
CD6 SE

DAC X+
DAC XP+ 
6XP I 8XP

PSX-R
BXPd

X POWER

ARCAM

CD17 A28
CD37 A38
A18 P38

Cyrus'award-winning CD 
Xt SE and DAC X have been 
upgraded with a + suffix. 
In a recent review, this com
bination when used with 
2 x PSX-R power supplies, 
received the prestigious 
'Editor's Choice' award by 
Hi-Fi Choice magazine.

The XP amplifiers are based 
on the circuitry of the top 
of the range DAC XP+. The 
entry-level 6XP includes 6 
line level inputs along with a

Combining sleek design, 
flexible connectivity and 
a level of reproduction 
far beyond that of 
budget separates.

ANTILA II TUCANA ll

With stunning sound quality the new 
Antila H CD player features unique MD2 
active differential multi-DAC converter 
technology to provide breathtaking 
realism.

The dual mono designedTucana II amplifer 
uses three heavy-Oury toroidal transform
ers and is capable of swinging over forty 
five amps of current. ensuring a vice like 
grp and precise control of the speakers.

STREAM II PULSE

MONITOR AUDIO
PLATINUM

This series has been 
expertly crafted to draw 
a rich natural radiance 

from the most demand
ing music, reproducing 
the power and scale of 
dramatic passages with 

breathtaking fidelity.

zone 2 feature while the 8XP 
d combines the XP series 
pre-amplifier with a newly 
revised power amp, and 
contains an onboard DAC for 
digital sources.

BXPd

Roksan replaces its 
hugely successful 
Kandy series with the 
Kandy K2 amplifier 
and matching CD 
player.

CASPIAN M SERIES 
K2 SPEAKERS

Based entirety on the GyroDec, but without the costly 
acrylic plinth and dustcover, the Gyro SE brings the same 

qualities in a more affordable and compact package. 
A Gyro SE can always be convened into a GyroDec by 

purchasing a plinth and dustcover.

ROKSAN

KANDY K2

CD6003 PM6003

The PM6003 ampli
fier and CD6003 CD 
player, come housed 
in Marantz's stylish 
' M 1 'casing. The CD 
player features a 
front mounted USS 
socket allowing 
improved perfor
mace from devices

SA-Kl PEARL

SPENDOR
AGLINE

KEF
REFERENCE

HI-FI SPEAKERS

MONITOR AUDIO
SILVER RX :

Introducing the AS and A6 
speakers. These compact, 
high performance, floor 
standing speakers utilize 
drive units, tweeters and 
other design innovations 
developed for Spendor's 

nagship ST & SA 1 speakers.

The first Reference speaker 
was launched in 1973 to 

worldwide acclaim. Several 
generations later the range 

remains for many the 
benchmark for high-end 

audio and is legendary for 
its clarity and precision.

Available in a choice of 
real wood veneers and 

high-gloss piano finishes, 
Silver RX uses techniques 

and materials from 
the Platinum and Gold 
ranges for outstanding 

performance.

The Denie MKlll includes a new motor, more stable motor 
base and a new tone arm with tracitianai anti- skate. 
Supplied with an OM3e Ortofon cartridge fitted, the 

Genie MKJll is available in a range of finishes.

Rotel's 06 Series includes 
four new components 
and uixfated versions of 
the classic CD player and 
three stereo amplifiers.

RCD-06SE
RA-04SE
RA-06SE

such as an iPod or 
MP3 player while 
the amplifier has 
five line-level inputs 
along with a MM 
phono stage and 
two sets of speaker 
terminals for ease of 
bi-wiring

PM-Kl PEARL

B&W
CM SERIES

ROTEL

06 SE SERIES

MARANTZ

The CM Series from Bowers 
& Wilkins has long been 

a favourite among its 
discerning customers. 

Offering a combination 
of high performance and 
exquisite styling at a very 

affordable price.

KEF
XQ SERIES

Siting between the 
Reference and iQ ranges, 
the XQ range features 
KEFs patented Uni-Q 

driver configuration which 
makes it sound noticeably 
bener than conventional 

speakers in normal rooms.

WHARFEDALE
DIAMOND 10.1

This 1 Oth generation version 
combines insight, precision and 

control along with fine build 
and finish.

B&W
685

This, the fourth 
generation 
ofthe600 

Series, features 
improved 
drive units, 
minimalist 

crossovers and 
a whole new 

design.

1 -

STORES NATIONWIDE PRICE POLICY BUY ONLINE CUSTOM INSTALLATION
All Sevenoaks'stores stock Due to the competitive nature of consumer Can't get to a store? Then visit the new Stores with Cedia qualified staff also provide a

a wide range of products, have comfortable electronics our offers are reviewed on a online shop at www.SSAV.com You'll find a bespoke design and installation service. They
demonstration rooms, provide weekly basis. range of great products along with great prices. have unrivalled expertise in all areas of home

first-class customer service and can deliver automation and can demonstrate a wide
and install your purchase. For latest prices please visit www.SSAV.com A click-and-collect option is also available. range of installation options.

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWA00)

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


F OR LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT

WWW.SSAV.COM SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT

HI-FI SYSTEMS AND MUSIC SERVERS

ARCAM SOLO MINI B&W ZEPPELIN XIVA MUSICm8

B&WS Zeppelin and Zeppelin Mini 
docking systems combine beautiful looks with amazing sound. This advanced, dedicated entertainment server is aArcam's award-winning Solo Mini continues to impress, delivering remarkable sound quality, never before seen from such a compact great way to store your precious music collection, 

photo memories, movie dips and more. Use 
musicm8 with your favourite music streaming
product to play music wherever and whenever
you want it. then browse your photo and vdeo
collection effortlessly 
via your web br^er.

It's all so easy

SONOS BU250 BUNDLE OLIVE 4HD

PURCHASE ANY A/V OR HI-FI 
AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER AT RRP 
AND CLAIM UPTO

% OFF
■ THE RRP OF THE 

■ ■ SPEAKERS OF YOUR
CHOICE*

*MAX RRP OF SPEAKERS El 000
MOST, BUT NOT ALL, BRANDS INCLUDED. NICWAOO. E&OE. 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS

This multi-room digital 
music system lets you 
play your favourite tunes 
alloverthehouseand 
control them from the 
palm of your hand You 
can even play different - 
songs in different rooms.

Access all your digitized music from one centralized library. Everything from 24-bit HD files to 16-bit converted CDs will be at your fingertips. Convenient storage, easy touchscreen accessand the ability to play it all in any room of your home. Now you'll enjoy your music collection more than ever.
BLU-RAY PLAYERS

PANASONIC I
This new range includes the Full HD 3D capable DMP-BDT300 and three 

conventional 20 players. «: t 7 .............
DMP-8045 DMP-8065 DMP—8085 DMPBD'300

SONY DENON PIONEER
Enjoy Siu-ray disc as it should be: Denon's range of 
payers deliver high-end picture and sound quality.

Get the most out of your movie experience with 
Pioneer's luxuriously designed BDP-LX52

Begin enjoying B!u-ray 30 movies in Full HD 1080p 
with these new Blu-ray disc payers. Built in Wi-Fi 

allows a seamless connection to the internet.

BDP-5470 BDP-5570 DBP-1610 DBP-2010 BDP-320 BDP-LX52

HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS AND RECEIVERS

DENON ONKYO PIONEER
Denon's range of AN receivers bring out the full 

performance of HD audio and HO video.

AVR-1910 AVR-3310
AVR-2310 AVR-4310

Featuring the latest HOMJ^ 1.4 inputs for simple 
hook-up of all your high-def sources. These 

receivers also bring compatibility with the new 
30 video format

Bringing studio quality sound to your living room. 
Pioneer's goal is for you to experience film and 

music just as the creators intended.

VSX-919AH 5C-LX72
V5X-LX52 5C-LX82

HOME CINEMA SPEAKER PACKAGES

B&W Q ACOUSTICS KEF
MINI THEATRE 2000 CINEMA PACK

These award-winning packages combine style Smart styling complements the Q Acoustics'
with excellent sound. award-winning performance.

KHT30055E
Award-winning 5.1 speaker package 
available in high gloss black finish.

KHT1005.2 KHT2005.3

SPECIAL OFFERS
■ AMPLIFIERS I

ARCAM FMJA18 £SSAV.COM
LEEMA PULSE £899
MARANTZ PM6M3 £ SSAV.COM
ROKSAN CASPIAN M1 PRE/MONO POWER HALF PRICE ^2<r3^449

I, CD PLAYERS <

ARCAM FMJCD17 £SSAV,COM
CYRUS CD 6 SE (2009VERSION) £599
CYRUS CD 8 SE (2oc9VERSlON) £799
LEEMA STREAM II £899
MARANTZ CD6003 £SSAV.COM

■ • HI-FI SPEAKERS
DALi LEKTOR 1 £2:29
DALi LEKTOR 2 £249
LEEMA XERO (LIGHT OAK/WALNUTONLY) £49
MONITORAUDIO 8RONZESR1 £139
MONITOR AUDIO BRONZE SRS £349
SPENDOR AS CLAIM HMV VOUCHERS WORTH £150 £1,495

SCREENS
PANASONIC TX-P42G20 £SSAV.COM
PANASONIC TX-PSOSlO £SSAV.COM
PANASONIC TX-PSOVT20 £SSAV.COM
PHILIPS 40PFL9704 £SSAV.COM
SAMSUNG UE40C7^ £SSAV.COM

BLU-RAY & DVD
PANASONIC DMP-BD4S £149
PANASONIC DMP-BD6S £179
PANASONIC DMR-EX733 £269
PANASONIC DMP-BDT300 £SSAV.COM
PIONEER BDP-320 £199
PIONEER BDP-LX52 £379
SAMSUNG BD-C6%0 £SSAV.COM

»ATWEVE:«
ARCAM FMJAVRSœ £SSAV.COM
DENON AVR-1910 £379
DENON AVR-1911 £SSAV.COM
DENON AVR-2310 £629
DENON M-3310 £849
ONKYO TX-SR608 £oc9
PIONEER VSX-919 £399
PIONEER VSX-LX52 £749
PIONEER SC-LX72 £1,099
PIONEER SC-LX82 £1399
YAMAHA RX-V567 £SSAV,COM

AV SPEAKERS
KEF KHT2005.3 £SSAV,COM
MONITOR AUDIO SILVER RSCX £99
MONITOR AUDIO SILVER RSFX £199
MONITOR AUDIO SILVER RSLCR £139
YAMAHA YSP-41œ £SSAV,COM
YAMAHA_________ YHTSoc_______________

o. ui-ei eveTcme
£SSAV.COM

ARCAM SOLO MINI CLAIM £200 0FF SPKS RRP £749
ARCAM SOLO MUSIC DAB £799
ARCAM SOLO MUSIC FM (NO DAB) £699
DENON D-M37DAB £189
MARANTZ M-CRS02DAB £349
MARANTZ CD6003/PM6003 CLAIM £200 OFF SPEAKERS RRP £598 
MARANTZ BD5004/NR1501 CLAIM £300 0FF SPKS RRP £ SSAV.COM
SONOS 8U250 BUNDLE £ SSAV.COM
^^^B^^^^HOTHE^^^^^^^^^
CYRUS DAB 8.0 £479
HUMAX HD-FOXT2 £159

CHELSEA
020 7352 9466

GLASGOW
0141 332 9655

LEEDS WETHERBY 
01937 586886

MANCHESTER 
0161 831 7969

PLYMOUTH
01752 226011

SHEFFIELD
0114 255 5861

WATFORD
01923 213533

ABERDEEN BRISTOL CHELTENHAM GUILDFORD LINCOLN NORWICH POOLE SOUTHAMPTON WITHAM ESSEX
01224 252797 0117 974 3727 01242 241171 01483 536666 01522 527397 01603 767605 01202 671677 023 8033 7770 01376 501733
BEDFORD BROMLEY EPSOM HOLBORN LOUGHTON NOTTINGHAM READING SWINDON YEOVIL
01234 272779 020 8290 1988 01372 720720 020 7837 7540 020 8532 0770 0115911 2121 0118 959 7768 01793 610992 01935 700078
BRIGHTON HOVE CAMBRIDGE EXETER KINGSTON MAIDSTONE OXFORD SEVENOAKS TUNBRIDGE WELLS IRELAND DUBLIN
01273 733338 01223 304770 01392 218895 020 8547 0717 01622 686366 01865 241773 01732 459555 01892 531543 01 275 1100

PLEASE NOTE: PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK ADVERT VALID UNTIL 30/06/2010, E&OE

http://WWW.SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
%25c2%25a3SSAV.COM
SSAV.COM
SSAV.COM


BEHIND THE SOUNDS

PART 
ONE

victorious
With sales leaping into the millions worldwide over the last two years, 
Mark Prendergast investigates what's happening to our beloved vinyl record

n Jan 2010, the Royal Mail launched a new range of stamps in the UK featuring pictures of classic albums with a bit of vinyl showing. Legendary LPs by David Bowie, Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, The Rolling Stones, The Clash and more were all overprinted with a faint image of Her Majesty, thus enshrining the album as an historical artefact for all time.Ever since the invention of the Microgroove record in 1948, there have been as many innovations to keep the medium alive as have been inventions that were supposed to kill it off.After Quadrophonic (perfected in 1971) came Dynagroove, Direct-To-Disc, HalfSpeed Mastering, Dbx Encoding and even Laser Turntables that all promised superior sound. Some said the arrival of the Compact Cassette in 1967 would kill-off records, but by 1977 a Gold record would be mankind's calling card on the famous Voyager deep space probe!In 1982 the arrival of compact disc seriously dented album sales in the US and by 1989 the sales of CDs overtook those of vinyl records in the UK for the very first time. Everybody was saying vinyl was dead, then along came House and Britpop to save it all over again.Here in the 21st Century, vinyl is still selling in the millions even with the more aggressive competition from music downloads, the iPod and streaming audio. In fact, in 2009, vinyl sales doubled to two million units in the US alone and that on top of consecutive rises of 89 per cent and 86 per cent for 2007 and 2008, respectively.Universal Music has proudly stated that since the launch of its high-quality Back To Black vinyl series, sales have been 750,000 

units worldwide. So what is happening out in vinylville, Planet Earth?
The view from the streetGraham Sage of Recollect Records, Rochester (recollect123@hotrnail.co.uk) has seen an incremental increase in sales since January this year. "Sales of vinyl are way over CD, all the interest is in vinyl. People are buying CD, but they're collecting vinyl and there's an awful lot of foreign dealers coming over, especially Polish. One Polish guy back in February bought 400 records."Graham also organises and runs record fairs and comments that there's an awful lot of foreign dealers turning up to buy classic vinyl, such as Zeppelin, Cream, Hendrix, The Doors, The Kinks, The Stones etc. "They only buy vinyl, they won't touch CD at all. And they insist that everything they buy is absolutely clean."Experts know that prices are climbing to silly levels on eBay and other sites for pristine original vinyl records. Thousands of pounds are bid every day for mint condition copies of albums from the Stones and The Beatles.Recently, we spotted a mint copy of The Jimi Hendrix Experience's Electric Ladyland at bluesvinyl4U.com at a staggering starting price of £1,800! Yes, it had blue writing on the inside cover and large pies of Mitch Mitchell and Noel Redding, but a starting price of £1,800 seems a lot to ask!Graham Sage, however, believes that the seller will get the price he wants, "He'll get that, a pristine Hendrix will command that kind of price if it's in good-to-mint condition. At the record fairs you can see what's happening, vinyl is soaring in popularity because of a lack of record shops."

Philip Harding of Blackcat Records in Somerset (blackcat-records.co.uk) talks of a changing demographic accompanying an astonishing rise in business. "My sales have gone up 50 per cent since December 2009 and the demographic is everywhere. I get a lot of girls buying the Indie vinyl and they love the 7-inchers. (Do they? - Ed). And the vinyl is also 12-inch singles, where the pressing quality has gone up and groups like Big Pink and XX are really doing the business. We carry 12,000 titles and at least half of them are on vinyl."Philip acknowledges that a lot of customers buying vinyl are, surprisingly, 18-20 year olds. "First they go off and buy good secondhand hi-fi kit and then come back to stock up records. Often they come for advice on how to get into buying vinyl! And a lot of new bands are recording for vinyl first, CD second. UK imprints of American labels like Drag City, which deal in new music, are of exceptional quality on 140gm high-quality vinyl.Casbah Records at Creek Rd in Greenwich (myspace.com/casbahrecords) does a roaring trade in vinyl old and new. Owner Graham Davis is very impressed by his sales figures. 'The fact that there's so much more new vinyl and re-issued vinyl available has created a huge interest in the entire vinyl 'thing', because if it was just second-hand records then the appeal would be fairly"My sales have gone up 50 per cent since 2009. I get a lot of girls buying the lndie vinyl and they love the 7-inchers."
84 llflChtoe JULY 2010 ^^.hifichoice.co.uk
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TOP 10 GREATESTVINYL ALBUMS
According to HFCs Mark
Prendergast, that is...

BEHIND THE SOUNDS
Time was you co uld 
pick this stuff upfor 
25pat0xfam

limited, but because so many new releases are on record then it makes it more accessible. The new Sony editions of Jimi Hendrix are really nice, sound-wise and in the quality of the imaging and that's always a plus."
The industry view
Back To Black may be the name of Amy Winehouse's monster-selling 2006 album, but it's also the name of Universal's runaway vinyl imprint. Established in the winter of 2008, ostensibly to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the LP record, BTB has done phenomenal business worldwide, circa 750,000 LPs to date.According to Andrew Daw, the man behind the idea, it all started when he was given a copy of American Vby Johnny Cash. “Mer years of listening to iPods and compressed music it was an incredible experience. The penny dropped and I realised that vinyl was the great forgotten experience, a warmth of sound that many have never heard."Andrew created Back To Black in September 2008, with an idea to put an MP3 voucher in each sleeve so that people could still have the download experience on their iPod or MP3 player when they were out and about. "People like Jimi Hendrix and Metallica were hugely successful artists for us on vinyl and we are now handling The Rolling Stones and their first 7-inch Single for ages. I'm also planning to release a Police 7-inch singles box-set and amazingly, we are also getting requests for vinyl picture discs. The first batch will feature Kiss. Actually, I don't think people want these for the sound, more for nostalgic or collectable reasons. But, I'm really pleased at how it's all going."Gary Lancaster of Rhino UK has a different perspective on the vinyl renaissance. "Vinyl has a very high cost of production compared to CD, especially when you are going for the real heavyweight stuff. We would insist on separate remastering for both CD and vinyl

"The penny dropped and I realised that vinyl was the great forgotten experience, a warmth of sound that many have never heard."and build that into the cost. Last year we remastered much of The Smiths' catalogue for a Smiths vinyl singles box and all the albums for 180gm vinyl."The vinyl resurgence is interesting because it works on so many levels and although there's quite a few people like myself who will frequent record shops, there's also this secondary market of people buying vinyl not to listen to it, but because they think it's cool to own it. Like The Doors titles, for example. Having something like Strange Days is considered to be quite trendy Our next big vinyl releases are Crosby, Stills & Nash, David Crosby, Stephen Stills and Manassas."
The hi-fi dealer's viewBilly Vee (badaweb.co. uk/billyvee) is a South London hi-fi dealer who began in 1976. According to spokesman Mike Olrod, turntable sales are up at both the entry level and the high end, while CD players are declining rapidly because of the interest in streaming products. "1\t the moment you see some lossless downloads, Peter Gabriel, Linn, Nairn, but that will all change when uncompressed downloading goes mainstream. There'll be no more HMY, or any of those big stores once uncompressed streaming becomes the norm. In fact, we sell more Linn streamers now than CD players. But vinyl will never die, it's the benchmark medium, the original with much iconic, nostalgic and romantic value." In part two of Vinyl Victorious, Mark examines the art of vinyl cutting and mastering from industry insiders.^

MILES DAVIS
KIND OF BLUE
(Classic Records, Qulex SV-P, 
Rem, 2001)The only version at the correct speed, if you're a perfectionist
PINK FLOYD MEDDLE
(Mobile Fidelity Sound Lab, 
Rem 1984)'Echoes' in the ultimate Pink Floyd vinyl experience. Will set you back £300 to £500 on eBay
THE JIMI HENDRIX 
EXPERIENCE ARE YOU 
EXPERIENCED
(MCA Double 2008/Sony 2010, both 
remastered to Super VinyOHendrix has never sounded better on this double LP
LED ZEPPELIN Ill
(CLASSIC RECORDS, 200
GRAMME,QUIEX SV-P, REM 2005)The greatest Zeppelin album in an incredible incarnation overseen by Jimmy Page himself
THE GRATEFUL DEAD
AMERICAN BEAUTY 
(Mobile Fidelity Sound Lab , 
Rem, 1979)Possibly the best sounding halfspeed mastered MFSL job of all time. Should last forever

ROXY MUSIC
ROXY MUSIC
(Virgin, Deluxe, 2008)Gatefold, with glorious poster ofKartAnn Mueller. Ferry /Eno's futuristic vision is a mind^blower
THE DOORS
STRANGE DAYS
(Rhino/Elektra HQ, Rem , 2010)A masterpiece from beginning to end. Compared to previous issues, this is the business
THE VELVET 
UNDERGROUND & NICO 
(Vinyl Lovers, Virgin Vlnyl, 2008)Beautiful gatefold that really sounds crisp, alive and real
BLIND FAITH BLIND FAITH 
(RSO,Back To Black, Rem, 2008)' You Do Right' sees Grech, Baker and Clapton hit a summit of guitar rock improvisation

THE ROLLING STONES
LET IT BLEED
(DSD Rem, ABKCO 2003)'Gimme Shelter' lifts off the very best of the Stones vinyl remasters. Even made it to the 2010 stamp top ten
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WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST

HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!
If you need us sooner, please call 0845 601 9390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

ANATEK RESEARCH 
APOLLO 

ATACAMA 
AV INTERNATIONAL 

CHORD COMPANY
CHORD ELECTRONICS 

CLEARAUDIO 
DYNAVECTOR 

EAR YOSHINO 
GOLDRING 

GRAHAM ENGINEERING 
GRAHAM SLEE 
G F HADCOCK 

ISOTEK
KOETSU 

KUDOS AUDIO 
MARTIN LOGAN 

LYRA 
MAGNEPLANAR 

MELODY 
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

MONITOR AUDIO

NAD
NAIM AUDIO 
NORDOST 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 
OPERA 
ORTOFON 
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
PROJECT 
PS AUDIO 
PURESOUND
REGA 
REVOLVER 
ROKSAN 
SME 
STAX
SUGDEN AUDIO 
TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
TRICHORD RESEARCH 
UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DE HUL

A Beautiful Balancing Act
studioAV presents 

a marriage
of compability 
with the new

Focal Electra BE range 
and

LINN OS

Now available for 
demonstration

www.studioav.co.uk _■ •
sales@studioav.co.uk Í “ ; I | fy ï f \

01753 631000 L kJ kJ I kJ
Show Room 
44 High Street 
Eton 
Berkshire
SL4 6BL

Demo Suites
102A High Street
Eton
Berkshire 
SL4 6AF LINN

mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk
http://www.studioav.co.uk
mailto:sales@studioav.co.uk


lack hodium

Improve the performance yfyour 
music system with the best cables
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01530 414128
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Audio Excellence
Swansea

01792 474608
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H.G. Rapkin
Northampton 

01604 637515 
www.hgrapkin.co.uk
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East Grinstead
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Jarune Eliot HI FI News - The Missing Link^ Faniily of Cables.... - 

" The most beaudinil looking and etanemely musical cables money can buy"
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The ^Link Cryo Reference Interconnect ....
"^^r favourite affordable high-end interconnect - 
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Speaker Cables from £130
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' Including our own Ultra-Pure Silver plated Plugs & Sockets

Upgrade your power cable with an Ultra-Pure Silver plated EPS500 mains plug for only £12
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REMASTER OF THE MONTH
material, suggesting some 
considerable tarting up. But the 
earthy, dissolute ambience of the 
original album remains unrivalled.

You can discount all the stories 
about Jagger and Richards 
spending painstaking weeks 
digitally 'cleaning up' the original 
album. Although the bonus 
material sounds more highly 
polished, with what is presumably 
a 2010 production, you'd be hard 
pressed to discern much difference 
between the original 18 songs as 
we've known them all these years 
and these supposedly state-of-the- 
art remasters.

Which of course, is exactly how 
it should be. For if ever there was 
an album that could have been

"You'd be hard 
pressed to discern 
much difference 
between the original 
18 songs and these 
supposedly state-of- 
the-art remasters."
removing a veil and revealing 
the mystery, when the visceral 
excitement of the record comes 
primarily from the sonic glimpse 
it offers into the twilight world the 
Stones were inhabiting at the time.

Jagger has often criticised the 
sound of the album and must have

Rolling Stones
Exile On Main Street
rollingstones.com 
*****

CD (deluxe CD; super-deluxe box set)

Mick Jagger has always been 
ambivalent about Exile On Main 
Street, but for many Stones fans, 
the album - recorded in a spirit 
of druggy decadence over several 
months in the south of France in 
1971 - represents the band's 
masterpiece. Those critics, 
including Sir Mick himself, who 
complain the record contains no 
classics to rival Honky Tonk Women 
or Brown Sugar are right, but they 
are surely missing the point.

Quite unlike anything else in 
the Stones catalogue, the 
reputation of Exile... rests not on 
its songs, but on the unique mood 
and feel the album creates. Never 
have the Stones before or since 
essayed such a gloriously raw 
and chaotic swamp of rock, blues, 
gospel and country.

Made around the time Keith 
Richards was fashioning the look

HOT PICK

Universal

that came to be described as 
'elegantly wasted', the term serves 
equally well as a description of 
the music and of all the Stones' 
albums. It's the one on which 
Keith, rather than Mick calls 
most of the shots. The result was 
a freewheeling, un-buttoned 
looseness, which Jagger has long 
regarded as sprawling and sloppy, 
but is actually the Stones at their 
most uninhibited and inspired.

This long-anticipated remastered 
edition comes in three versions 
- standard CD with the original 
18 tracks, a deluxe set with ten 
previously unreleased cuts and a 
super-deluxe box, with book and 
DVD. The bonus tracks contain no 
great undiscovered classics and 
the 'new' songs such as Plundered 
My Soul and Pass The Wine 
(Sophia Loren) sound suspiciously 
smoother than the familiar 1971 

easily ruined by the inappropriate 
application of modern studio 
techniques, it's Exile.

Some have dubbed it the first 
'grunge' album and the sound 
remains murky and soup-like, 
with Jagger's vocals at times 
almost buried under diseased 
layers of riffing Telecasters and 
Gibsons. Remove the record's 
muddy earthiness and you'd risk 
breaking its voodoo spell, like 
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been sorely tempted to spruce 
up the record's dirty, disorderly 
messiness and restore his voice to 
the front of the mix. Fortunately, 
wiser counsels seem to have 
prevailed. Or, perhaps, Keith 
Richards simply told him, "you 
don't mess with my finest hour".
NW
Standout tracks:
Tumbling Dice; Happy; Stop Breaking 
Down; Sweet Black Angel

^^w.hifichoice.co.uk

rollingstones.com
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The Incredible String 
Band
The Hangman's Beautiful 
Daughter thebeesknees.com***** Fledgling

CD

THE ORIGINAL side one drew on 
a whole range of music styles. 
Everything from English music
hall and Methodist hymnals, 
to Bahamian rhythms and 
Sikh hymns to create a strange 
phantasmagoria, which was 
perfectly offset by Mike Herons 
humour-laden A Very Cellular 
Song and Mercy I Cry City

But the crown goes to Robin 
Williamson, for its side two of 
this album that provides the 
main highlights. Pure majesty, in 
fact, from the high declamation 
of WaltzOfTheNewMoonto 
the sitar-laden finale Nightfall 
Both Robert Plant and Mick 
Jagger were converts and the 
album jumped to No 5 in the 
charts and has since sold over a 
million copies

Remastered for the first 
time, 42 years after its release, 
the closetful of acoustic 
instruments, strange 
percussion and water effects, 
all breathe like they did on 
the first vinyl pressings, but had 
over the years been clouded 
by poor copy masters and 
indiscriminate pressings. 
A comparison to the 1992 

CD issue reveals fine detail, 
good separation and wonderful 
peaks like on the sitar-laden 
Three Is A Green Crown. MP 
Standout tracks:
KoeeaddiThere; Witches Hat; Mercy I Cry 
City; Waltz OfThe New Moon;Three Is A 
Green Crown; Nightfall

Humble Pie
Smokin'analogueproductions.com**** A&M/Analogue

Productions

SACD/CD

MALE IN 1972, this is an 
exercise in blues, rock and soul 
that made a big impression 
in the US. Not as subtle as 
earlier works it has some fine 
moments, in particular the intro 
to 30 Days In The Hole

Steve Marriott is in powerful 
form and Clem Clemson's guitar 
is pretty fine too, with some 
distinct Hendrix flavouring. 
The recording struggles to cope 
with the energy of Marriott's 
voice and tends to compress it 
rather heavily at times, yet on 
more relaxed tracks the sound 
opens out very nicely.

The bass has been beefed up 
giving the bass guitar a lovely 
phat sound, but it doesn't get 
in the way and the album has a 
great analogue reproduction, 
thanks to some fine mastering 
by Kevin Gray at Acoustech. /K 
Standout track:
I Wonder

AUDIOPHILE VINYL

***** Speakers Corner

180gvinyl

Supertramp Crime Of The Century speakerscorner.de

This 1974 album put 
Supertramp on the map 
thanks to the inclusion of 
songs Dreamerand 
Bloody Well Right, both

Rachmaninov
Symphony No 2lso.co.uk**** LSO live

CD

RACHMANINOV'S RRST 
symphony has vanished 
practically without trace, but 
happily the second symphony 
is a completely different animal, 
with some of his finest writing 
from the peak of his creative 
powers. It is characteristically 
warm and lush, but much of the 
writing is incisive and clear and 
far from being overcooked and 
certainly not at all gushing.

A live recording made at 
London's Barbican Centre, 
conductor Gergiev brings the 
advantage of real empathy 
with Russian repertoire to 
the party and, as usual, the 
LSO (one of the world's great 
orchestras) brings distinction 
and passion to the job. High- 
quality multichannel SACD 
sound brings further distinction 
to the enterprise. AG 
Standout track: 
Allegro Malta

great pop picks and hugely 
popular with music fans up 
and dopwn the country. The 
key reason, no doubt, being 
that these particular tracks 
were full-on compositions, 
the sort that combine the 
theatre of 10cc, with the 
pathos of Pink Floyd in a 
prog/pop narrative style. 
A style which, as any pop fan 
and music aficionado will tell 
you, has been painstakingly 
honed to its musical apex.

The complete album was 
also the band's first U.S 
Top 40 album and was 
eventually certified

II JANÂÉEKOrchcMral Suih^, from ihc Operas • •' I hi C unnin^ I iiile \ iwn I rum fhi‘ llouw ofihc Ik'ad
"('" /.('alaud Symphony ()rdii‘"r‘ 

P^rr Hniurr

LeosJanacek
Orchestral Suites from 
Operas vol3Naxos.com**** Naxos

CD

THE CONCEPT of orchestral 
contractions of operatic scores 
may not sound very appetising, 
but it does give an opportunity 
to sample what may otherwise 
be unfamiliar material at a 
budget price. And if this still fails 
to excite, you should know that 
Janacek's opera scores are of a 
quality equated by few operatic 
composers of his ilk, apart from 
Benjamin Britten.

Although not a big-name act 
in the UK, the NZSO plays with 
panache and conviction, lending 
a fresh and vibrant slant to a 
recording that is also a clean, 
deep and colourful, aided in part 
by the excellent orchestration 
(attributed to the conductor) 
and, of course, the quality of the 
original operatic scores from 
which they are derived.AG 
Standout track:
Holiday is coming

Gold in 1977, afterthe 
release of Even in the 
Quietest Moments.

This is a great sounding 
piece of vinyl, considering 
its vintage. Production by 
Ken Scott clearly has its 
benefits in big contrast, 
good dynamics and full use 
of the available bandwidth. 
There is also good use of 
reverb and mixing to add 
depth to the soundstage. 
Speakers Corner has 
produced a clean and 
expansive version of 
the original. JK 
Standout tracks: None
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HIGH
RESOLUTION
DOWNLOADS
Dawn Langstroth

Highwire
linnrecords.com
**** Linn Records
24-bit/96kHz stereo

CANADA HAS 
a talent for 
producing 
outstanding 
singer
songwriters, 
among them

Schoenberg 

Gurrelieder 
signumrecords.com 
***** Signum Classics 

SACD/CD (5.1/2-channel hybrid) 
(2-disc set)

THE ARST PART, firmly in the 
tradition of later works by 
Wagner (eg ParsifaO, was an 
early outing for this fledgling 
enfant terrible of 20th century 
modernism. But it's only in 
Part II and Ill, written a decade 
later, that you will hear a hint 
of the astringency that later 
transmogrified into his atonal 
12 tone writing - a magnificent, 
if monstrous masterpiece.

Though slightly slimmed down 
in this version, it still includes a 
massive orchestra, six soloists 
(including a narrator) and two 
large choirs. The recording is 
from London's Royal Festival 
Hall and although some 
traces of the familiar original 
lean, dry acoustic remain, the 
sound overall is well balanced, 
compelling even. AG 
Standout tracks: 
Seht; de Sonne

The Cure 

Disintegration: Deluxe 
Edition
thecure.com
***** Polydor/Universal
CD (3-disc set)

1rSAM«ING how uplifting 
an ostensibly gloomy album 
can be. 1989's Disintegration 
is one such case, running the 
gamut from shimmering pop 
(Lullaby) to relentless goth 
rock (Fascination Street). And 
in its brand new 21st birthday 
celebration set, it's a revelation.

It always sounded epic, but 
with a sparkling new remaster 
(overseen by mainman 
Robert Smith), Disintegration 
is immense - the bass is 
thunderous, while gently 
flanged guitars and melancholy 
synths caress your ears like 
never before.

With two bonus discs bolted 
on - a live show and a disc full of 
early album demos, this is how 
reissues should be. MP 
Standout tracks:
Lullaby; Pictures OfYou; Fascination 
Street

Big Audio Dynamite 

This Is Big Audio 
Dynamite : The Legacy 
Edition
columbia.co.uk 
**** Columbia
CD (2-disc set)

MICKJONES' post-Clash band 
(with punk film-maker Don 
Letts) gets the silver anniversary 
remastering treatment. The 
songs aren't always strong, 
but it's great to rediscover the 
genius pop of E=MC2. The bonus 
disc of random 12-inch remixes 
and B-sides is an interesting 
curio, but far from essential.

Yes, the eighties electro
drums sound dated, but 
that's part of its charm. 
The clips of sampled movie 
dialogue are to the forefront 
and the sometimes busy 
arrangements shine through 
now. Not really one to win 
over new fans, but if you loved 
the album 2 5 years ago, you'll 
be won over by its shiny latest 
incarnation. SL
Standout tracks:
E=MC2; Medicine Show

the truly stellar talents of Neil Young 
and Joni Mitchell. Dawn Langstroth is 
another, relatively recent newcomer 
to the field and is a genuinely 
talented writer and performer, 
with a soulful voice once aptly 
described as being "like a shard 
of coloured glass”.

The clarity of the reproduction of 
Langstroth's voice on this recording 
brings out the exceptional beauty 
in her music - her tone, timbre,
timing and phrasings are left 
untouched allowing any half
way decent system to exploit its 
hair-raising potential to the max. 
The differing degrees of dynamic 
differentiation available reinforce
this recording's refreshing honesty. 
MS
Standout tracks:
It's All Good; Dark And Twisted;
Elevator Music

BLU-RAY AUDIO

Jerry Garcia, David 
Grisman and Tony Rice

The Pizza Tapes
hdtracks.com
**** Acoustic Disc

Lou Reed Metal Machine Music loureed.com/metalmachinemusic 24-bit/88.2kHz stereo

Ml

/A
** Metal Machine Music
4-channel (24-bit/96kHz)

64 MINUTES, of ear
splitting nihilistic guitar 
feedback is supposed to 
be the main appeal of this 
landmark album. On its

1975 release, Metal Machine Music came with a sticker 
warning those hoping for 
another Walk On The Wild 
Side were in for a total 
change of mood. MMMwas, 
according to the publicity 'AN 
ELECTRONIC INSTRUMENTAL 
COMPOSITION'.

In the original sleeve notes, 
Reed wrote: "No-one I know 
has listened to it all the way 
through, including myself.” 
That should have told us all 
something. Whether it was 
intended as a serious avant- gardework or simply a cosmic 
joke, nobody knows for sure to 
this day.

Many returned the original 
LP to the store, thinking 
they had a defective pressing. 
And this long-out-of-print 
recording has been talked 
about notoriously, but 
barely heard since, so 
its remastering (*to the 
specs of the original 
quadrophonic master'), is 
an intriguing conceit.

Somehow, since we've 
grown accustomed to the 
art-noise of the likes of Sonic 
Youth and even My Bloody 
Valentine, it no longer sounds 
quite so extreme. But it's still 
virtually unlistenable. NW 
Standout tracks: None

I absolutely 
adore this 
recording of a 
BlueGrass jam 
session - the 
only meeting 
of guitar greats

Jerry Garcia and Tony Rice. 
The acoustic guitar comes close 

to being the perfect instrument 
for high-resolution recordings as 
this album demonstrates. Add the
verbal interchanges between the 
performances and the acoustic 
signature of the venue and you 
end up with a great recording 
featuring brilliant musicianship and 
extraordinarily naturalness. MS 
Standout tracks:
Shady Grove; Knocking on Heaven's Door
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BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMS
CYRUS

Premier 
league
Some folks can only dream of owning this 
'ultimate' Cyrus system.J/mmy Hughes 
discovers what it can do for your music

COMPONENTS

□
 his month's Beautiful 

System is both a serious 
separates hi-fi setup and a 
system with A/VV and 

multiroom aspirations. While this 
review concentrates on its qualities 
as a CD-based hi-fi system, it has 
applications beyond this. Cyrus's 
modular approach creates a hugely 
versatile platform - customisable to 
suit differing needs.

The electronics comprise a Cyrus 
CD Xt SE+ CD transport, a Pre XPd 
QX preamp/DAC and two Mono X 
power amps producing 150 watts 
output. The CD transport and 
preamp were supplied with outboard 
PSX-R power supplies - an optional 
upgrade - and the whole roster of 
electronics was mounted in one of 
Cyrus's own handsome Hark 
cantilevered racks (see opposite).

While this Cyrus system can be 
used just to play CDs, it really suits 
those with a large array of sources. 
The preamp can accept six analogue 
line inputs and five digital inputs - 
two via S/PDIF electrical (RCA 
phono plug), two via S/PDIF optical 
(Toslink) and one via USB.

The preamp's internal DAC is 
able to handle sampling rates from 
32kHz to 96kHz and these switch 
automatically to match the source. 
The DAC also offers advanced 
specifications, and upsarnples all 
sources to 192kHz, its timing stability 
maintained by a built-in, low-jitter 
quartz master clock for cleaner, more 
accurate reproduction.

The loudspeakers, on the other 
hand, are from Vienna Acoustics. 
The impressively named Beethoven 
Concert Grand, is a medium to large 
floorstander, featuring five drive 
units - three 177-millimetre 
(seven-inch) XPP 'Spidercone' bass 
units, a 152mm (six-inch) X3P 
midrange, and a silk-dome tweeter. 
Each enclosure weighs a substantial 
6Skg and stands l,lOOmm tall.

The speakers offer a nominal 
impedance of four ohms and 

sensitivity is quoted at 91dB. 
A minimum amplifier power output 
of SOwatts is suggested, with 
300watts as a maximum. As the 
Cyrus Mono X produces 150watts 
into eight ohms, or 240watts into 
four ohms (with a short term 
peak-power capability of 
1,SOOwatts), it's an ideal partner.

Three woofers ensure good bass 
extension with plenty of low 
frequency power. The spec gives the 
low point at a conservative 28Hz, 
but the speakers make a pretty 
decent job of 20Hz, producing 
weight and fullness at extreme lows. 
Although curtailed, 20Hz sinewave 
tones reproduced smoothly without 
chuffing and sounded very clean.

"There's nothing fake 
or flashy about this 
system - the calibre 
of its presentation 
draws you inexorably 
into the music."
Although quite extended in terms of 
depth, the Beethoven Concert Grand 
does not produce a heavy obtrusive 
bottom-end. You only notice deep 
bass when it's there.
At all other times the bass sounds 
clean and clear, with only a hint of 
the depth possible. The bass is 
powerful, but very well controlled 
-just as it should be.

Tales from the Vienna Woods 
Standard finish is high-gloss piano 
black and is absolutely gorgeous. 
Maple, Cherry and Rosewood are 
also available at extra cost. The 
cabinets are also very solidly made 
- as you'd expect given their weight. 
And, although you might initially 
question the price of these speakers, 
once you see (and lift) a pair you'll 
understand why.

A reflex design, with a pair of

O CYRUS CD XT SE+ 
CD TRANSPORT £1,500

DISC compatibility includes CD and 
CD-R; Cyrus system remote control; 
S/PDIF coaxial/optical outputs.

O CYRUS MONO X 
MONOBLOCK 
POWER AMP £1,500

HIGH-power, 150-watt, zero-feedback 
design. Wide bandwidth is matched to 
low distortion and an impressively high 
slew rate of 700V/us.

Q CYRUS PSX-R POWER 
SUPPLY £525

ACCESSORY power supply units for the 
CD transport and preamp.

O VIENNA ACOUSTICS 
BEETHOVEN CONCERT 
GRAND £3,900

THREE woofers, a midrange and a silk 
dome tweeter offer 91dB sensitivity 
and a response from 28 Hz to 22kHz.

O CYRUS PRE XPD QX 
LINE DIGITAL PREAMP 
£1,675

SIX LINE inputs; 5 digital inputs; 
192kHz upsamplingDAC; provision for 
surround and multiroom.
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rear-facing ports, each enclosure is 
supplied with small metal stands that 
fix to the base of the cabinet via 
three alien bolts. This improves 
stability by making the footprint 
slightly broader. Provision is made 
for spiked feet, but bi/tri wiring is 
not possible.

The crossover features first and 
second-order filters and uses one 
per cent tolerance MKP capacitors. 
The inductors for midrange and 
tweeter are air-cored and are made 
to a tolerance of 0.7 per cent. The 
bass coil features a special powder 
core and the resistors used are 
non-inductive, one per cent-tolerance 
Metal Film types.

The bass and midrange drive units 
have clear plastic cones and the three 
lower-frequency drivers feature a 
strengthening 'spider' to help reduce 
the effects of cone break-up. This 
ensures the cone doesn't flex 
unpredictably - behaving more like a 
true piston, regardless of the 
frequencies being reproduced.

Roll over Beethoven
Before listening to a new system, we 
always prefer to sample components 
individually-just to get an idea of 
how things sound. However, because 
the preamp contains the DAC, you 
can't easily try the CD player on its 
own. So, we auditioned the Cyrus 
combination as a complete entity.

Sonically, the CD player and amplifier 
are all of a piece, producing a very 
crisp lucid sort of sound - tight, 
focussed and ultra-clean.
The tonal balance is sharp and open. 
It's quite bright and forward
sounding - not in a brash 'up-front' 
fashion, but more in the sense of 
there being no false softening.

Transients sound crisp and 
articulate, with unflinching attack. 
The amp and CD do not produce an 
especially warm or beguiling sort of 
presentation - there's nothing vague 
or mushy about the way it 
reproduces music. Solo piano, for 
example, has a bright incisive 
immediacy with clean powerful 
projection and lots of presence.

The top end sounds extremely clean 
and is free from edge and splash, 
despite being very sharp 
and immediate. While this is 
largely down to good design and 
high-quality components, having 
the DAC inside the preamp also 
helps, because it enables ultra 
short signal paths and eliminates 
the need for analogue connecting 
cables or plugs.

The Mono X power amps have 
plenty of muscle and seem able 
to drive loudspeakers effortlessly, 
with no sense of strain. They offer 
outstanding presence and superb 
control. It's a very tightly focused sort 
of presentation - not relaxed or loose

ABOVELEFT:
Shoebox chic: 
black is back for 
that stealth-like, 
serious audio look
ABOVE RIGHT:
Single-box 
transport 
approach uses 
the preamp's 
on-board DaC
ABOVE: The 
Beethoven 
Concert
Grand was 
recommended by 
Cyrus to form the 
ultimate set-up

(in the sense of sounding flaccid or 
lazy), but keen, direct, and immediate.

The sonic performance of the CD 
transport and preamp can be 
upgraded by the addition of Cyrus 
PSX-R power supplies. These 
connect via a special XLR plug 
and their presence is automatically 
sensed - there's no need for the 
user to do anything. In fact, adding 
PSX-R power supplies produces a 
noticeable improvement. The sound 
seems to grow bigger and broader - 
voices and instruments have more air 
and space around them. Overall the 
music sounds crisper and more 
dynamic. Adding the extra power 
supplies increases the impression of 
focus and control, enhancing the 
sense of depth.

"We tend to think high 
performance is only 
obtainable from huge 
amps in heavy, metal 
casework. The Mono X 
is a true exception."
The degree of improvement 
produced by the PSX-R is quite 
similar on both the preamp and the 
CD transport. We weren't surprised 
that the preamp improved with a 
PSX-R, since it's a fairly complex mix 
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of analogue and digital. But we were impressed by the fact that the CD transport sounds better, as it has no DAC or analogue output stage.The Mono X power amps offer impressive specifications. They're zero-feedback designs with ultra-low distortion Gust 0.05 per cent from 20Hz to 20kHz) and ultra-wide bandwidth. A slew-rate of 700V/us is claimed - an amazingly high figure. Back in the '70s, manufacturers shouted 'Breakthrough' having achieved just 4V/us!Such small size and fairly light weight are deceptive. These monoblocks are amazingly powerful, and very advanced, technically We tend to think high performance is only obtainable from huge amps in heavy, metal casework. The Mono X is a true exception to the rule - but you must listen without prejudice.
No added sugar or spiceCyrus electronics have been designed to sound accurate rather than 'nice'. Of course it's perfectly possible the end result will sound downright gorgeous. But, if so, it will be entirely down to the quality of the original recording. The amp or CD player won't add any sugar of its own, nor will it spice things up.In this context, the Beethoven Concert Grand is a good foil. They too produce a focused, lucid sound that's clean and free from false warmth. At the same time, they're smooth and well balanced - clear, but not too 'toppy'. They benefit from the crisp, open clarity offered by the Cyrus electronics, without sounding stark or dry.Personally we'd always prefer to listen to a system that errs on the side of clarity; lucidity and immediacy; rather than one that's soft, vague and mushy The former, at least, ensures the music excites and engages you; the latter just sends you to sleep! The Beethoven Concert Grand certainly stimulates your musical interest.
Wide dynamic rangeEach Mono X power amp features a small cooling fan. These automatically switch on when case temperature exceeds a certain point. During normal use, the area around the heatsink reached about 31 degrees. Sat fairly close by, one could just detect the fan running when the music went quiet.You'd hear a slight whirring noise for a few seconds and then the fan would stop. However, during use at normal domestic volume levels on wide dynamic range music with a

mix of loud and soft, the fans would not often be called for. And, unless you're sat within (say two metres or less), you won't hear them anyway.We felt the Cyrus amplifier needed another 10-lSdB of gain. Though the system plays as loudly as we'd probably ever want, there wasn't much in reserve for CDs transferred at a low level. On such discs, we found ourselves listening with the volume just lOdB below maximum.Fortunately; the gain on each input (including the digital ones) can be altered by plus or minus lOdB. This enables you to equalise volume levels between various different sources. After increasing the gain to maximum, the sound seems slightly crisper and more immediate.Sonically; there's nothing fake or flashy about this system; the calibre of its presentation draws you inexorably into the music. Clear without being stark, lucid without pulling everything apart, the system proves revealing of small details and subtle nuances. The more we listened, the more we liked what was on offer. Stereo imaging and soundstaging are good, albeit not as razor-sharp and precise as the GamuT system reviewed a few months back.While it's considered 'good hi-fi', for a system to produce sharp stereo, you rarely (if ever) hear such precise

DISTRIBUTOR: 
Cyrus Audio 

TELEPHONE: 
01480 410900

WEBSITE:
cyrusaudio.com 
v'ennaacoustics.at

placement when listening to music live. In a concert, the aural positioning of specific instruments and voices is always a bit diffuse. It's being able to see where things are that helps locate sounds precisely in space.Overall this is a truly excellent system - clean, open, lucid and focused. It's in its element when reproducing naturally recorded wide dynamic range classical and jazz material, though it's also great on rock and pop too. It has plenty of subtlety and delicacy; yet can play loud without losing composure should the need arise.The preamp is both hugely versatile and fully featured, yet offers a simple user interface making it easy and pleasant to use. The power amps offer very high power and a technically advanced specification. Yet this amazing performance is achieved in deceptively small, neat packages. Without a doubt, the system is a real wolf in sheep's clothingHowever, there's no mistaking the loudspeakers - they are what they are. You only have to lift one up (carefully - they weigh 65kg), or cast a critical eye over build-quality and finish, to appreciate that these are instruments of the highest calibre. This Cyrus/Vienna Acoustics 
Beautiful System isn't exactly cheap, but the quality is undeniable. •
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Help&advice
We've got the answers to everything you've ever wanted to know about hi-fi 
and weren't afraid to ask. Email us now at hfichoice@futurenetcom or write to: 
Hi-R Choice Q&A Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Streep London NW16NW

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: LOUDSPEAKERS
HAVING WORKED on both sides of the 
audio industry for over 30 years, as 
loudspeaker designer amd reviewer, Paul is 
ideally placed to offer thorough, in-depth 
analysis of every speaker reviewed, as well 
as cutting-edge developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
AS EVERY audiophile knows, there's so 
much more to getting a system to sing than 
merely throwing components together. 
Jimmy Hughes has spent 40 years tweaking 
and optimising systems, as well as 
voraciously collecting records.

RICHARD BtuCK
EXPEtuSE: TECHNOLOGY
WRITING EXCLUSIVELY for HFC, Richard 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to bear in 
our rigorous Blind-Listening Group Test. As 
our technical consultant, Richard is the 
authority on HFC’s test and measurement.

JON MARKS
EXPERTISE: DIY AND VINTAGE KIT
FORMER EDITOR of Hi-Fi World magazine, 
Jon has a wealth of reviewing experience, as 
well as a passion for high-end vintage audio 
gear. Handy with a soldering iron, Jon also 
enjoys bringing classics back to life and 
pitting them against modern gear.

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: SEASONED REVIEWER
HAVING WRITTEN for a huge range of 
magazines, both internationally and in 
Britain, Alvin has a very full 30 years of 
reviewing under his belt. A guru of all 
component types, he's now extending his 
expertise by building PCs for audio too.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
ANOTHER EDITOR, Jason opted to become a 
freelance contributor when he relinquished 
the helm of HFC after 17 years on the 
magazine. A hif addict since his twenties, 
Jason fell for the beauty of vinyl and has 
never looked back.

ASK US A QUESTION TODAY!
Our experts are on hand to answer your questions. 
Whether you’re looking for future-proof upgrades, 
advice or help with your current set-up, our two- 
channel Einsteins have all the necessary expertise 
and several hundred years of combined audio 
knowledge to slake your thirst and support your 
passion for perfect sound. Email your questions now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Q
I've used a pair of ProAc Tablette 
50s for some years now with my 
Naim Nait 5i (non-italic version), but 
I'm looking to upgrade. I've got the 

PMC GB1i on my shortlist, but which other 
speakers should I listen to as well?
Primecuts, via email • »

The GB1i thoroughly deserved its Best 
Buy rating back in HFC306, for its transparency, detail and musicality. But those 140mm mid/bass units are understandably limited in how low they

can go and the tonal balance leans to the bright side of neutral.You don't mention your taste in music, but if you need a floorstander with a little more weight, what about ProAc's Studio 130, or even the Studio 140 Mkll if your budget is will stretch?

Which CD player is best?
a Portuguese regular reader 

of your magazine and I would 
like some advice. My system 

consists of aSonic FrontiersSFL-1 
preamp, VincentSP-331 power amp, 
Pro-Ject RPM 9.1 turntable (with Denon 
DL-103 cartridge), Pro-JectTube Box 
phono stage and MartinLogan Ascent 
speakers. The CD player is a Cambridge 
Audio 640 C. Recently, I surrendered to 
MP3 and I use a laptop with a Pro-Ject 
USB Box to play Apple lossless files.

I'm considering an upgrade to the 
Cambridge, which seems to be the 
weakest link in my set-up and therein lies 
my problem. I'm thinking of auditioning 
a Primare CD21 or a Leema Stream, 
but what would you suggest? Should I 
consider something else in the same 
price range?

My tastes run from classical to pop 
and rock, but centre mainly on jazz. Your 
advice would be much appreciated. David Polido, Portugal
Nairn CD5i is strong on musicality and 
a bargain under £1,000

At this sort of price, there are plenty of very capable players to consider and the Primare and Leema are both well worth investigating. As far as alternatives go, if musicality is an absolute must, there's Naim's CD5i at a shade over£900(HFC305), or the more transparent Roksan Kandy K2.Once you head over£1,000, try to arrange auditions of players such as Creek's Destiny(HFC328), which is very neutral and revealing, Cyrus's C08SE (HFC323), which is an impressive all-rounder, or Arcam's C037 (HFC310). The Arcam may have been around a few years now, but it still makes a very strong case for itself.
How should I upgrade my 
Quad system?

Q
I have a Quad QC-24 and
Quad Classic monoblocks 
combination pre and power.

I use a Quad COP II and my speakers are 
Bowers and Wilkins 8020.
All were bought at different times and 

the sum of the parts doesn't quite do it 
for me, though I love my speakers.
I now have allocated £6,000 to get a 
new integrated amplifier and matching 
CD player.
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The VinVac: 
excellent, 
but noisy

HFCFC3311, produce the RC-20, which is 
more affordable than many at around 
£500. The Okki Nokki Clearaudio 
Smart Matrix and VP/ HW16.5 will all 
do a good job, too.

As you know, any of the above will be 
vastly more effective than a carbon
fibre brush, particularly when shifting 
stubborn grease marks or patches of 
damp spores, but you might end up 
clocking up a few miles trying to demo 
these machines from the point of view 
of noise. If that's impractical, donning 
earplugs or ear defenders would be 
wise, as the motors which generate the 
vacuum in some of these machines are 
loud enough to damage hearing in a 
relatively short time.

My music covers all genres, though 
I veer less towards classical. So far I 
have tested the Sugden Masterclass 
integrated and found it a vast 
improvement, but I am convinced you 
can offer me extra guidance!

I do not go for an excessively fast, 
clinical sound, though I am not keen on 
the overly warm valves I have, either. 
Somewhere between the two tonally 
would be the best balance for me.EEdwin, via email

though it doesn't produce as three- 
dimensiona/ a soundstage as Leema's 
more expensive Antilla II. Don't forget 
Meridian's GOB.2 (HFCC312), or Unison 
Research's Unico COE players. The 
latter has a richer sound than the 
former, as you'd expect from the valves 
in its output stage, but the Meridian 
never sounds either sterile or too warm.

If your budget will stretch to it 
(depending on which amp you choose), 
Esoteric's X-05 player (HFC314) is, 
without doubt, a superb component, 
which will certainly withstand further 
amplifier upgrades.

ANY AUDIOPHILE who has 
pursued their passion for more than 
a few years will be well aware that 
the final component in their system 
is the room which contains t 
Although careful positioning by ear 
can go a useful way towards getting 
a fairly flat frequency response and 
decent soundstagng and imaging 
from speakers in any given room, 
room measurement through 
a calibrated microphone and 
software can speed the process 
up considerably and make room 
treatment far simpler

A few quick measurements with 
the XTZ Room Analyser (HFC 
330) will provide a good idea of 
how far speakers should be from 
rear or side walls, or even how high 
stands should be. And if you have 
a problem with a room mode, 
even after initial repositioning, you 
can clearly spot its frequency and 
identify appropriate bass traps.

All of this is handy enough for 
standard enclosures, but is even 
more so if you're using panels, or 
dipole subwoofers like Celestions 
classic SL6000.
Apples !Pod Touch and iPhone 

seem to be gaining more ground 
amongst audiophiles as perfectly 
viable sources. Given the number 
of apps for them, perhaps its no 
surprise to find they too, have their 
own room-analysis software.

Moth may 
make the best 
known record 

cleaner, but there are 
quite a few others. 
Kuzma, for example, 
makes the VinVac, 
which also happens to 
look less agricultural 
than the bulk of the 
competition.
Hanns Acoustics, 

manufacturers of 
the monolithic T-30 
turntable (reviewed in

Tuning the character of 
amplification can be easier 
with a pre/power combo, 

where you might decide to partner a 
valve preamp with a transistor power 
amp - this would allow for bi-amping 
in future.
On the other hand, even if you were 

to keep your Quad pre and spend 
£3,000 on a pair of power amps like 
ATC's P1, that sort of money will buy 
you a lot of integrated. ATC's own SIA 
2-150, for example, would be high on 
our shortlist. In HFC314, this updated 
150-watter won over Jason Kennedy 
with its grip, power and musicality. 
These traits allow the ATC to drive 
pretty much any loudspeaker without 
ever breaking into a sweat.

If you'd like a slightly more valve- 
/ike character, Plinius' 9100 120-watt 
integrated is one to consider, though it 
can't quite match the ATC for absolute 
control in the lowest couple of octaves.

Another (riskier) option would be 
Lavardin's 15 Reference. As the 8020 
is a fairly unfriendly load for amps, 
albeit one with around 90dB efficiency, 
there's a strong likelihood it will pose 
too large a challenge for the 30-watt 
Lavardin. But if your listening room 
is small and you tend to listen at low 
levels, this pairing might just work and 
is worth attempting, 
since the Lavardin 
is fabulously 
involving, ■ # ■
transparent 
and smooth.
An audition in 
your system 
would be even 
more critical 
than is usually 
the case.

When it 
comes to 
CD players, 
Moon's CD3.3 
(HFC328) 
has clarity 
and energy in 
abundance,
B&W's802d 

speaker has a 
90dB efficiency

Best cleaner for my LPs?

O
 Over the years, I've picked up 
loads of old vinyl at car boot 
sales, charity shops and even 
out of skips. My van den Hui MC10 is very 
dear to me and I really don't want to drag 

it through all the rubbish which has filled 
the grooves of a lot of these LPs, and 
which is immune to a swish round with a 
carbon-fibre record brush.
I've finally realised that I'm going to 

have to give in to temptation and shell 
out on a record cleaning machine. The 
problem is, which one do I go for? I know 
of Moth, obviously, but have heard one 
of these in action and frankly, there's no 
way my other half would stand for the 
racket it makes.
sklppy717, via email

THE HI-FI CHOICE 
GUIDE TO: 
OPTIMISING YOUR ROOM 'S ACOUSTICS
XTZ measures 
both speaker 
and room EXPERTADVICE
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FOR EVERY £WO YOU SPEND 
vouch*« IN SUPERFI, WE’LL GIVE YOU A

majes*
£10 MAJESTIC WINE VOUCHER
Minimum qualifying spend is £200. Offer valid between 6th and 26th June 2010.
In-store customers over the age of 18 only. Not in conjunction with any other offer, 
sale price or promotion. This ad expires 30th June 2010. Offers are subject to stock 
availability. Some offers will expire sooner than others. E&OE

Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Apollo, Apple, 
Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W, Chord, 
Creek, Denon, Epos, Grado, Harman Kardon, 
Humax, InFocus, JBL, KEF, Linn, Marantz, 
Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Pure, 0 Acoustics, QED, Quad,

Roksan, Rotel, Samsung Sennheiser, Sonos, 
Sony, Soundstyle, Tannoy, Technisat 
ThemeScene, Topfield, Wharfedale, Yamaha 
and many more top brands. Not all products 
are available from all outlets: please call, 
orcheckonlineatwww.superfi.co.uk

A FAMILY BUSINESS
SINCE 1929
HI-FI AND HOME
CINEMA SPECIALISTS

PROJECTORS & FIATSCREENS

SUF K^^^.i ^m
FUU HD MOJEtfOR HD

SUBE l SUBWANFER
SU^ERFENE HD20

ditpia
Pl^^MIC 
ERFM^w

HD ^— 
*****

! iveeie^ant satellites and powerful subwcc'iT-t 
Beautiful, gloss-black finish

SUD ERF

• 3HDMiinputs,ea^tosetup

FREEVIEW HDSETTOPBOXUESU8ERFSAMSUNG SU HDready PLASSU ERF HDSAMSUNG K50M51 HU^SU HDFOW HD
*****

MKRO HI-FI 
MWOC^UK
■ CD/MP3 player,

DAB/FM/AM tuner
■ Includes speakers 

and iPod dAREk
■ Silver finish

• Experience amazing full 3D 
- on demonstration in store 
from first release

• Gorgeous brushed titanium 
frame, less than 3cm thin

• UpgradetoHD 
SUwithouta 
subscriERFion or dish

• nA nlup iii toyoiu: 
ARE AW Cl

SUPERF/AREHI-FIAND 
H^MCINI^^IIAUSTS
We've specialised in quality home entertainment since 1929. All eight of our stores offer comfortable demonstration 
facilities and professional installation. From budget hi-fi ; 
separates and systems to top-flight home cinema set-ups 
and configurable custom install solutions, we set out to 
provide high standards of service and support, without 
cheap gimmicks or stuffy pretensions.

SUKRFIONUNE 
^^.SUPERFl.CO.UK

Since January 2000 we've worked to develop the most 
detailed website service available. Online you'll benefit 
from extensive product specifications and photography 
plus comprehensive order-tracking, enabling you to track 
your consignment rightto your door. There's a huge range 
available, enablingyou to research before visiting your local 
Superfi, or to buy securely, online, without
having to battle with ’.rvffic and parking wardens.

FIVE GREAT REASONS TO SHOP AT SUPERFI...

Free Parking
Spend £100 or more in any Superfi 
branch and we'll pay for up to two 
hours parking (see ^ww.superfi. 
co.uk/freeparking for details)

0% credit available
Pay no deposit and 
then up to twelve, equal monthly 
payments (0% APR). Ask in-store 
for details and a quotation

Official UK models
We are authorised specialists for 
each product that we sell. We 
wi 11 only offer ful ly-guaranteed, 
gc c Li i11 c UK products with 
fuii aftersales support

^technol02v
Sophisticated hard disk, 
Blu-Ray, Freesat MP3, DAB, PVR 
and multi-room products- 
all available to demonstrate

RealHiFi
Qualityturntables, CD players,
tuners, hi-fi amplifiers and
speakers always in stock and
available to demonstrate

orcheckonlineatwww.superfi.co.uk
SUPERFl.CO.UK
co.uk/freeparking
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HEADPHONES 
GRADO SR80Ì

I. . .. ï k J 
***** 

FEBRUARY  2010

Also available
SRAli
£89.95 (RRP £99.95, SAVE £10)

iGrado
£44.95 (RRP £49.95, SAVE £S]

MOAAI tü.mÎÆllUEl
*****

CHORD HDMI 
SUPERSHIELD

lm£49.95
2m£69.95

3m£89.95

IAlERNso/Doc/FM ME© iPO AlK/DAso/FM
PURE EVOKE FLOW
"A PAAlsoN OFFŒXIBIUTY 

AND VALUE"

WHATHI-FHWUND&^^N

REVO ÎBUK RADIOSTATION
• iPod dock, DAB, DAB+, MP3

***** FM & Internet radio
• Network music playback

FOR OUR VERY LATEST PRICES. 
ASK IN-STORE OR CHECK ONLINE 
AT WWW.SUPERFI.CO.uk

HOME CIN^U MULTIROOM HI-FI

AVAlEIVER 
DEWNAW19W*
’In-store exclusive

• 7 x 90waso forfull-on home cinema or biamp front 
ssoakers for improved stereo sorformance

MULTIROOM 
SYSTEM 
SONOS BU25O

NETWORK MUSIC PLAYER
SONOS ZONEPLAYER 
SS

***** ARCAM SOLO MINI 
WITH WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 10.1 SPEAKERS*

RRAll4so.9S
Alsooc

£

FEBRUARY 2010 SEPTEMBER 2009

7499S ARCAM SOLO MINI JULY2009

SET YOUR 
MUSIC FREE Alsooc ™

SUPERB 
SOUND

SPEAKERS
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AV RAlEsoER 
PIONEER 
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HD EPOS BARGAINS
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B&W685* *****

MAY 2010

AMPLIFIER 
ROTEL RA04SE* llïn.XZln’j ***** 

MAY 2010

£14999

•
RRP: £1999.95 
SAVE: £500 OR SILVER

• HDMl1.4with3DsupAlrt
DAB upgrade available ^^

BLU-RAY PLAYERSAMSUNG Bso6oc HD 
^Al

BLU-RAY PLAYER HD 
soAlBsooc ^*****

JUNE 2010

'In-storeexdusive

B7995

RRP: £1174.95
SAVE: £575

BLACK 
OR SILVER

“SENSATIONAL ALL 
ROUNDERS'

AWARD WINNING 
SOUND

Epos M8i Maple
• ' £149.95 

(RRP£384.95
Save£235)

Choiceof fourfinishes
Full rangeon demonstration

Al so ocME
• £239.95

(RRP£489.95
Save£250)

WHATHI-A? SOUNO&VSION

.■ AlceWAlTHIso'ÆUND&^^W

CD PLAYER
NADC545BEE

"SOUD. COHESIVE, 
DETAILED AND 
Dì^^K”

■ Titanium finish

*****
JANUARY 2010

r^^dy

3D READY

BARGAIN HI-FI SAlAKEso
W^FEDAl D^^D 9.1

RRP: £249.95 
SAVE: £100

• Altestssoc; 
HDMH.4

"BIC BASS AND 
BACS OF DETAIL”

IM-IATHf I? ^ND&.^^ "THE BEST OF 
THE BUDGET 

BASSMEISTERS”

WHATH-Af^^
•^VO

"I^NCREDIBI.£ VALUE 
FOR

WHAT HI-FI? SOUND & VISION

Alm.» 
ocMEEMA• Flawless playback 

of Blu-ray, DVD, 
DAl MP3 WMA

*****

SUBWAlFER w^raso 
[^OD^^

BLU-RAY PLAYER
PIONEER BDPLX52
"STANDS PROUD AT THIS PRICE TOPOINT"

WHATH—AISOUNOAlWso 4499S

TURNTABLE
AlOJECTESSEsoAL *****

KEF KHnAlS.Z QACOUSTICS 
Alsso

MISSION 
M-CUBES.1

KEF KHT2MS.3 WHARFEDALE 
1OHCP

KEF K^^^Al 
KUBE2
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B&WMT30

ONKYO 
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DENON
AVRlSlO £789" £884" £939" £989" £1039" £1189" £1089" £1343" £1389" £1595" £1964"
DENON
AVR231O £1099" £1194" £1249" £1299" £1349" £1499" £1399" £1653" £1699" £1905" £2274"
PIONEER
VSXLXS2 £1249" £1344" £1399" £1449" £1499" £1649" £1549" £1803" £1849" £2055" £2424"
PIONEER 
SCLX82 £1899" £1994" £2049" £2099" £2149" £2299" £2199" £2453" £2499" £2705" £3074"

MAIL ORDER AND WEBSITE STORES - EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALLATION

MAIL ORDER HOOTLINE 
^W'TmBn

Birmingham
67 Small brook, Q'way 
0121 631 2675

t^s
105 Vicar Lane
0113 244 9075

Alndon
2-4 Camden High St 
020 7388 1300

NAlingham
15 Market Street 
0115 941 2137

BUY ONLINE NOW AT Derby
22 Sadler Gate 
01332 360303

Lincoln
2Ala High Street 
01522 520265

Manchester
54 Bridge Street
0161 8351156

Stsok[»rt
68-70 Lower Hillgate
0161429 9080
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ALPHASONDESIGNS.COM08451306686

WELDED-CONSTRUCTION racks have one particular problem: they
don't flat-pack for transport. As a result they come in big boxes —

**** best, with some effect on detail

100 llflCholce JULY 2010 r^w.hifichoice.co.uk

QUADRASPIRE'S basic look is consistent across various racks, with 
gracefully waisted solid-aluminium vertical members and tapered- 
edge shelves. The unique feature of the Sunoko-Vent is the slots 
in each shelf, which do indeed vent the equipment underneath. 
At a stroke this removes one of the perpetual worries connected 
with putting equipment in a rack- the equipment manufacturers 
(certainly for amplifiers) usually have some line in the instructions 
above ensuring adequate ventilation. Of course this is mostly 
well-intentioned backside-covering, but it's well known that a bit of 
airflow can help reliability. What's more, breaking up a uniform area 
should help reduce resonance.

Of course there can still be some resonances, but Quadraspire has 
added extra half-depth slots underneath to reduce these still further 
and the remaining possible problem, lack of strength, is hardly an 
issue with this 25mm-thick MDF. It's beautifully veneered with a 
lovely satin finish and all sorts of options are available: we reviewed 
a standard four-shelf rack with 140mm useable height per shelf and 
it's a very rigid structure once assembled.

Once again there's not enough isolation for most turntables, but 
we were very taken with the results from electronics, including 
digital sources, placed on this rack. The sound is detailed and 
largely uncoloured, though we are pretty certain we heard just a 
trace of alteration in the lower midrange.
VERDICT ANINGENIOUSvariationon anestabUshedQuadraspire 

theme, with the practical appeal of ventilation plus the sonic
***** appealofverygooddetailandjustatracecoloured.

M initest
Four of the latest high-value equipment supports 
go head-to-head, Richard Black stacks 'em up

Alphason
Soundstyle ST560
PRICE: £365 (includes £105 three-shelf module)

impressively big in this case. But it's not just the lack of flattening, 
as the ST560 is a rack designed for large equipment. It's supplied 
as a base unit, which has two shelves (one just above the floor, the 
other 250mm above that), to which you can add a suitable number 
of small (130mm useable height) or large (250mm) extra units, each 
one consisting of a layer of frame and one toughened-glass shelf. 
Frame layers stack up neatly, the bottom one meeting the floor via 
adjustable spikes.

Glass shelves and hollow steel frame are, of course, distinctly 
resonant materials, but a fair degree of damping is provided by 
the rubber supports which fit into holes in the frame and stand the 
glass off by a couple of millimetres. The supports are a bit of a pain 
to fit - we resorted to a plastic-headed mallet.

With the generous available height and depth of a good 500mm, 
we tried a variety of kit on the shelves and encountered no 
problems. In terms of sound, the ST560 adds a touch of brightness 
and subtly degraded detail compared with familiar reference 
stands, but it seems to keep the bass clear and strong. It doesn't 
work well with LP turntables, unless an additional isolation support 
is used, but its large area certainly makes that an option.
VERDICT A LARGE stand suited to large kit, this is smart, practical

Quadraspire
Sunoko-Vent T
PRICE: £800 (includes four shelves)
CONTACT: 01179 863228 WEBSITE: QUADRASPIRE.CO.UK

ALPHASONDESIGNS.COM
w.hifichoice.co.uk
QUADRASPIRE.CO.UK


**** helps preserve detail and tonaUty.

WE DOI CT SMART -LOOKING and well suited to large equipment (or small,

**** especially in the l^er regions.
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YOU'D NEVER guess from the name, but Blok's stands have a 
rather, er, 'blocky' appearance due not least to the fact that the 
vertical supports are blocks of wood - well, veneered MDF, anyway. 
Shelves are of 10mm toughened glass and both these and the 
blocks come in options for which we'll refer you to the website.

Conceptually it's a very simple system and it's easy enough to 
assemble, the whole caboodle being held together by lengths 
of threaded steel rod. Once everything is aligned and screws are 
tightened, it's a supremely rigid assembly and a heavy one too at 
just over 30kg-presumably the four- and five-shelf versions scale 
up in weight proportionately, which is quite a thought. Finish is 
good if not outstanding (the veneer is nothing too special, if we're 
honest) and the large hold at the back of each shelf for cables is a 
nice touch. Standard heights are 230mm or 170mm, with 460mm 
internal width and depth of 400mm.

Of the four racks in this group, this is the best suited to turntable 
duty. It still won't do anything about footfall disturbance, but its 
sheer weight does help reduce acoustic feedback from speakers, 
especially when the default plastic feet are used (spikes are an 
extra). It works well with electronics, too, giving sound that's largely 
uncoloured, though bass seems a touch 'thickened' compared with 
some. There's no loss of extension, though, and detail is good, too.

MINI TEST 
EQUIPMENT RACKS

TARGET is one of the oldest names in equipment supports and is 
now part of Roksan. It makes the usual mix of hi-fi and AV supports, 
with this one being more hi-fi oriented - but it's so wide we can 
imagine it doing AV duty in some installations as well. The width 
between the pillars is 640mm, but the wedge shape and the bowed 
front of the shelves combine to make it look less threateningly bulky 
than it easily might. The rather gorgeous rosewood veneer, polished 
to an incredibly high gloss, helps too.

Construction is a mix of typical hi-fi stands (the front legs screw 
on, level by level) and domestic furniture (the shelves attach to the 
rear support with cam-locks) and we reckon the instructions could 
be more explicit. Having a rear support in the middle of the edge 
could restrict access to sockets on exceptionally deep equipment, 
but we had no problems and shelf height (which is not adjustable), 
seems well judged at 230, 205 and 180mm from bottom to top.

We had rather mixed results with this rack. Although it generally 
seems to have very little effect on tonality, it gives slightly reduced 
detail in two specific bands - the lower midrange and the treble. 
MDF shelves do often have a 'signature' in the low mid/upper 
bass and in this case it reduces the definition of low melody 
instruments and slightly reduces the attack on percussion. 
However, the voice registers are well preserved, which makes 
vocal tracks clear and immediate. •

VERDICT A SIMPLE and effective design that gives some useful 
isolation across most ofthe audio band_ Loks good and

Target
CL470

£300 CONT 020 8900 6801
W EBSITE: TARGETHIFl.CO.UK

BlokStax
300

£180 (includes three shelves)
CONTACT: 01799 525350 WLBSITE: BLOKUK.COM

HELP& 
ADVICE

(spikes, soft feet etc.) can also make 
a difference. For example, our results 
with the Blok suggest that spikes aren’t 
necessarily always the answer. A large 
part of a stand’s ‘sound’ is due to its 
mechanical resonance in the presence

Equipment racks are furniture and 
will often be chosen on aesthetic and 
practical grounds, but they can subtly 
alter a system’s sound, as these four 
show. How and where they are placed 
in a room and what supports are used

of audio sources. And always avoid 
leaving some of the shelves empty. 
If you’re still in the planning stages 
for expanding your hi-fi, then put 
some CDs or books on them as a short
term solution.

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
TARGETHIFl.CO.UK
BLOKUK.COM


ADVERTISEMENT

¡Choose quality?
Are widely accepted music formats undermining the quality of the music we listen to on a daily basis?

The Music Chain

Much is written about music and the 
musicians who entertain us, and we rightly 
exalt great musicians. But there is an 
interlinked chain of participants, two of 
which are I believe are crucial to our music 
scene in today's world. For centuries the 
music chain was a very short one - 
composers or songwriters, musicians and 
listeners, and the judgement on quality 
was immediate. Recording technologies 
have changed all this exponentially.

Today, we listen to most of our music from 
a recording and this gives recording 
engineers the opportunity to avoid poor 
acoustics, duff notes and off days. This, of 
course, means the chain has grown to 
include the recording engineers, the music 
distribution system (retailers or 
downloads), hi-fi manufacturers, hi-fi 
sellers and the hi-fi purchasers, the latter 
being the listeners. I should start by saying 
that hi-fi has become an adulterated term 
that no longer has its original meaning 
because it's applied to much equipment 
that certainly should not be termed high- 
fidelity.

It's said that a chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link. However, I believe there are 
two particularly strong links that, if 
removed from the chain, would seriously 
damage the quality of recorded music. 
These are the audiophile, or hi-fi 
connoisseur, and the specialist hi-fi retailer, 
the latter in nearly all cases also being the 
former because it's their interest that has 
driven them into their particular business. 
These are the people who most appreciate 
how exciting and involving music can be 
and how it can deliver an emotional 
experience.

Hi-Fi Connoisseurs

So why is the hi-fi connoisseur so 
important to the music industry? By their 
nature, audiophiles are generally avid 
music lovers who enhance their enjoyment 
through listening to music at its very best 
quality level, which means playing great 
recordings through hi-end hi-fi to achieve 
the most outstanding results. Without the 
audiophile, the main driver for quality 
would probably be removed from the 
chain. Let's be honest, over recent years 
the majority of music listeners now settle 
for MP3 convenience and, therefore, 
mediocre sound quality. If the pendulum 
ever swings so far that all but a few listen 
to highly compressed formats such as MP3, 
music producers will not waste their 
resources on producing high quality 
recordings because it would be 
commercially unnecessary, even if their 
recording engineers wanted to achieve the 
best they could. After all, an MP3 or AAC 
file, the iTunes default format, downloaded 
at 128 kbps (the most popular download 
speed), is about one-eleventh the size of 
a full resolution CD track, 1411 kbps, so 
the quality is inevitably far inferior. 
Information is irretrievably lost and the full 
dynamic range is lacking. Using an iPod 
while jogging does not really raise a 
quality issue but playing low-resolution 
tracks through an iPod docking station that 
feeds into a decent hi-fi system, is a 
disaster area. It's rubbish quality made 
louder. Fortunately; there is still significant 
demand from audiophiles committed to 
sound quality to sustain the production of 
high quality recordings, but it would be a 
tragedy if there weren't. For example, 
most classical recordings downloaded as 
an MP3 or AAC file are a complete waste 
of time because there is so much 
information missing that they are reduced 
to just the essence of a tune.

Specialist Hi-Fi Retailers

Just as essential a link in the chain as 
the hi-fi connoisseur is the specialist hi-fi 
retailer and the two are rightly dependent 
on each other. Without the specialist 
retailer the hi-end hi-fi manufacturer 
would have to rely on the internet and 
hi-fi magazine reviewers to try and assess 
the relative merits of different brands for 
their potential customers - a notoriously 
unreliable decision making process. 
Specialist hi-fi retailers are constantly 
being offered new products for assessment 
and potential stocking and, as it is also 
their hobby as well as their livelihood, 
they are greatly interested in achieving 
the best performance and seeking out the 
most outstanding combinations. More than 
that though is their relationship with 
audiophiles for, if they are to stay in 
business, they must satisfy the most 
discerning customers in the industry;
Fhe reality is that audiophiles and 
specialist hi-fi retailers are essential to 
each other.



Future of Recorded Music

What ate the future prospects of 
maintaining high quality music recordings? 
We must hope that audiophiles, or hi-fi 
connoisseurs, or perhaps most accurately 
described, music lovers, will continue to 
drive the demand for quality. But another 
important reason for hope within the 
mass-market is that there is no longer any 
over-riding reason for MP3 and AAC to 
have such a following. These formats were 
designed to overcome very slow download 
speeds pre-broadband and small, 
expensive memory capacity but the trade
off has been quantity at the expense of 
quality. Download speeds and memory 
capacity are not significant factors for most 
people now and will be increasingly 
irrelevant with time. Full resolution, CD 
quality, downloads are already available 
and should become the norm as long as 
the general public can be made aware of 
the tremendous quality benefit. This has 
happened with HD TV so we know this 
awareness can grow rapidly. In the 
meantime, we must highly value hi-fi 
connoisseurs and specialist hi-fi retailers, 
of which the ones listed on this page 
represent the UK's finest. Specialist dealers 
know how to choose the products that 
combine as a superb system and how to 
get the best out of it by expert installation 
in the home. If there's a price premium 
over an internet purchase, it's probably a 
small one, but it's unquestionably worth 
the difference.

LISTED BELOW IS OUR SELECTION OF THE BEST 
HI-FI DEALERS IN THE UK.

They have been selected because they are known to do 
an excellent job in guiding customers towards hi-fi that 

will give years of musical enjoyment and total 
satisfaction.

TOP 
20 UK

SPECIALIST 
HI-FI DEALERS

OUR TOP 20 UK HI-FI DEALERS

SOUTH

Ashford, Kent
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
40 High Street. 
01233 624441
Chelmsford
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
216 Moulsham Street. 
01245 265245
Colchester
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 
01206 577682
East Grinstead
AUDIO DESIGNS 
26 High Street. 
01342 328065
Kingston-upon-
Thames
INFIDELITY
9 High Street, 
Hampton Wick. 
020 8943 3530
Maidenhead
AUDIO VENUE 
36 Queen Street. 
01628 633995
Rayleigh, Essex
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High Street. 
01268 779762

Southend-on-Sea
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road. 
01702 435255
Southampton
PHASE 3 HI-FI 
37 Bedford Place. 
023 8022 8434

LONDON

Ealing
AUDIO VENUE 
27 Bond Street. 
020 8567 8703
N1
GRAHAMS HIFI 
190a New North Road. 
020 7226 5500
SW11
ORANGES & LEMONS 
61 /63 Webbs Road. 
020 7924 2043

SOUTH WEST

Bath
AUDIENCE 
14 Broad Street. 
01225 333310
Exeter
GULLIFORD HI-FI 
97 Sidwell Street. 
01392 491194

MIDLANDS

Banbury
OVERTURE
3 Church Lane.
01295 272158
Birmingham
MUSIC MATTERS 
363 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston.
0121 429 2811
Coventry
FRANK HARVEY 
163 Spon Street. 
024 7652 5200
Leicester
CYMBIOSIS
6 Hotel Street.
0116 262 3754
Nottingham
CASTLE SOUND &
VISION
48/50 Maid Marian 
Way.
0115 9584404

NORTH

Cheadle
THE AUDIO WORKS 
14 Stockport Road. 
0161 428 7887

Chester
ACOUSTICA 
17 Hoole Road. 
01244 344227
Gateshead
LINTONE AUDIO 
7-11 Park Lane, 
Gateshead. 
0191 477 4167
York
SOUND ORGANISATION 
2 Gillygate.
01904 627108

SCOTLAND

Aberdeen
HOLBURN HI-FI 
441 Holburn Street. 
01224 585713/572729
Edinburgh
LOUD & CLEAR 
Bonnington Mill, 
72 Newhaven Road. 
0131 555 3963
Glasgow
LOUD & CLEAR 
520 St Vincent St, 
Finnieston.
0141 221 0221
Glasgow
GLASGOW AUDIO 
135 Great Western Road. 
0141 332 2200/4707
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Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's 
first and best free private ads service for buying and 
selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're 
thinking about buying used kit, and if 
you want to sell something it's definitely 
the place to be. It's free to place an 
advertisement-simply submit your ad of 
up to 30 words, remembering to include 
your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to send your ad is via 
email to: hifichoice@futurenet.com. 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London NWl 6NW.
Please note that this service is apen to 
private advertisers only.

PL300 loudspeakerAbove: Monitor Audio Platinum

FOR SALE
TRICHORD DIABLO with 
NCPSU phono stage £600, 
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 
£700(stored for 4 years), 
AudioAlchemy DDS3 with 
Trichord clock modification 
£400.01189760756 
(Berkshire).

TRANSPARENT AUDIO 
Reference phono to phono 
interconnect (4ft) £850, 
Mana 4-tier rack £600.
01189761257 (Berkshire).

CHORD DACc64 Mk ll, 
2 years old, unmarked 
condition, dual outputs, 
(£2,300) £1,095.
07778 504037(Kent).

KEFRDM2 speakers 
(cherry), original boxes £395, 
MFXlODTube Buffer£85, 
lxos GammaXha806 RCA 
O.Sm Pair £20, QED Qorum, 
Reference speaker cable 
(terminated) 2x4m £35.
01684 290581 (West 
Midlands).

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO, 
DACMagic boxed, mint £150, 
Arcam FMJ CD23, original ring 
DAC, light use, £150. 07889 

951316oraUan.robb@ 
tiscali.co.uk(Hampshire).

CARLSSON OA-50.3 £300, 
Proton power amp £250.
Also supra cables. 075453 
13889(London).

AUDIO RESEARCH LS-1 
preamp, mint condition £495, 
Meridian Ml active speakers, 
immaculate condition 
£495.02380224003 
(Southampton).

REGA SATURN CD player, 
boxed.(£1,250) £500. 
078997 21899(London).

MARTIN LOGAN Vantage 
hybrid electrostatic 
loudspeakers (dark cherry), 
2 years old,Al condition; 
(£5,000+) £2,500.
Jackcrawley@btinternet.com 
(West Yorkshire).

SILVER MAINS power cable 
-voodoo cables, Germany.
With silver-plate Marinco 
and mains plug.(£250) £85. 
07981025698(Bristol).

TUlEL CS 2.4 loudspeakers, 
14 months old(natural 
cherry). Easy to position. 
www.thiel.com forthe 
outstanding reviews, 
(£3,900) £2,100. 01296 
437314 or jez@btintemet.

corn (Bucks).

RUSSANDREWSTorlyte 
equipment shelf under half 
price, £45. 01794 514916 

(Hants).

TEACZSOOO cassette 
deck (£800) £150. Mission 
700LE speakers £35.
PioneerPlllSD £40. 
Technics STGSSAL tuner 
£55. KEF Coda 3 speakers 
£35. Marantz SOSECDfSO. 
01708457691 (EsEs).

MONITOR AUDIO PL300 
speakers (Ebony finish), 
brand new, unused, (£6,000) 
£3,500.0792012^88 
(London).

MUSICAL FIDELITY AS
CD player(VS), boxed, 
manual, remote. Valve output 
stage £650. 07812935242 
(Surrey).

ESOTERICX03SE CD player 
(one-year warranty) £3,500, 
ATC SIA-2-lSOamp(five- 
year warranty) £1,500, 
ATC SCM 40 speakers 
(five-year warranty) £1,500, 
all mint condition, boxed, 
manuals, remotes.
07970 012450(Hants).

KIMBER D-60 digital 
interconnect0.5 metre, 
hyper-pure silver, Ultraplate 
phonos (a superb cable that 
ensures a clean and clear, 
sweet and natural sound), 
boxed as new in hardcase, 
(£240) £120 ono. Musical 
Fidelity KW DM-25 DAC, mint, 
boxed (bought new last year, 
little use, fantastic-sounding 
DAC), Valve and solid-state 
ClassA outputS(f2,000) 
£600 ono.ATC SCM50ASL 
active towers in walnut (only 
six months old, absolutely 
mint, barely run in), Class 
A amps(amazing sound, 
superlative build), boxes etc. 
(£9,500) £5,500.
07876705266 
(Huddersfield).

MARANTY MA500 mono 
blocksx4, 380watts 
(superb sound), mint 
condition. Boxed with 
manuals £650, Kingsound 
Queens electro static 
speakers (six months old). 
(£2,000) £950.023810 
2240103 (Southampton).

KEFRDM2 speakers(cherry, 
excellent, original boxes) 
£395, MFXlODtube buffer 
£85, lxos Gamma XHA806 
RCA0.5 metre pairf20,QED 
Qorum Reference speaker 
cable(terminated) 2x4 
metres£35.
01684290581 

(West Midlands).

LMNGVOICEOBX-R 
speakers(premium Yew 
finish). Outboard crossovers, 
Townshend Audio lsolda DCT 
4x 1 metre cable and original 
packaging £2,200. 01737

246968 ordeakin04@ 
btintemet.com (Surrey).

RUSS ANDREWS silencers, 
3xf35 each, or£90 forall 
three,Two QED Qunexl 
interconnect, one metre 
cables £17 each or£30 
fortwo.01902^6694 
(Wolverhampton).

AUDION SILVERNIGHT 
Integrated pure ClassA, 
seven watts of real quality 
sound. Drives most speakers 
with ease (genuine reason 
for sale), £725 ono, Michell 
Gyro SE (mint condition, very 
little usage, still 
under guarantee with 
box). Tecno arm mounting 
(genuine reason for sale). 
£725ono07896206056 

(Sussex).

PRO-JECTRECORD 
deck and Pro-Ject phono 
amp, Music FidelityXA-1 
preamp,ArcamAlpha 9 CD 
player,Arcam P60 power 
amp, Rogers Studio 5 
speakers. Includes Russ 
Andrews powercords and 
cables/speaker stands and 
equipment stand.(£3,700) 
£1,800 ono. 0035387637 

6623(lreland).
PROACTABL^ET 2000 
shielded speaker(maple), 
excellent condition(£690) 
£320, Atacama sand-filled 
speaker stands. (£120) £40. 
07966347787(Surrey).

SUGDEN MASTERCLASS 
integrated, pureClassA, mint 
and boxed (four months use 
only) (£3,870) £1,800.07899 
721899or yatestherapy@ 
googlemail.com. (London).

OnilI3uE3 BUYING SECOND-HAND can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand-
new product ifthe price is right. DO SOME RESEARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a
dealer, you're unlikely to getanywarranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps
should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:hifichoice@futurenet.com
mailto:Jackcrawley@btinternet.com
http://www.thiel.com
btintemet.com
googlemail.com


www.hifichoice.co.uk Reader Classified ads Hi Choice
MARANTZ SA Kl Pearl, as 
new with anniversary book 
and certificate of authenticity, 
£1,900. 07809 383556or 
neilmacmillan36@hotmaiL 
com (Dumfries & Galloway).
MUSICAL FIDELITY 3.2CR 
amp, preamp and CD player 
£1,500, JAS Orsa speakers 
(birds eye maple) £600.
07797 732147orpauL 
camara@moorestephens- 
jersey.tom OerseyCI}.
NAIM SBLMK2 model 
(black), boxed, £670, Nairn 
IBL(black) £280, ProAc 
Studio 150 (yew) £570, 
Rega XEL(rosewood) £350, 
Monitor Audio R852MD(teak) 
with matching stands £180.) 
01252668000 
(Hampshire).
MONITOR AUDIO RS6 
speakers(cherry finish), 
excellent condition, £350. 
07940 659384 
(East Sus^^.
QUAD QC 24-VALVE 
preamp, 2xQuad 11 
valve monoblocks(superb 
condition, boxed with 
instruction books). £2,995. 
01202481386(Dorset).
GAMUTD200Mk3 power 
amplifier 200WPC (eight 
ohms), boxed with manual. 
As new£2,500.07803 
969706(Scotland).
STANDS UNIQUE Sound 
Tower in natural ash, five 
shelves, plus base plate and 
isolation platform. (£500) 
£175, plus p/p. 07738 
467556(West Yorkshire).
NAIM CD3.5 cd player £495, 
NAIM Nac102/522 preamp 
£550, NAIM 90.3 power amp 
£250, NAIM flatcapx2, £200 
each, SennheiserHD570 
headphones £60 (all mint 
and boxed). 07738761299 
mikejeffers@btinternet. 
com(Lanes).
MARANTZ CD63 Kl
Signature(excellent 
condition, remote, original 
box, instruction book and Kl 
Certificate), £200.
01772717492 or(m) 07887 

687343(Lanes).
PIONEER CD player 
PD7700, complete with 
remote and instructions £50 
and SX5560 tuner amplifier 
with instructions£30. 01189 
732777 oremail ian@ikyle. 
freeserve.co.uk(Berkshire).
ISOTEK MAN mains power 
conditioner(silver), £1,100, 
Titan six-way Multiway(incl 

wall bracket) £325, Meridian 
Ml interactive speakers 
(black ash) £495, Audio 
Research LS-1 linestage 
preamp (silver) £495, Sony 
videocassette recorder/ 
player SLV16(black), £250, 
Meridian 602 I 606 CD 
transport/DAC (black), £995 
(All excellent condition).
01962711800 (Evening) 
or01252 620668 (day) 
(Winchester).
WJTAAUDIO R4 CD DAB, 
FM radio with USB, iPod dock, 
remote, 80-watt amp (piano 
black) nine months old, 
boxed(£600)£395.
01634 255168(Kent1R
ROTILL^M CD player 
(£350) £175, boxed and 
mint in black(See pics at hifi- 
forsale.co.uk). 01384412234 
or07984 576531 
(West Midlands).
QEDQONDUITMDH2 
two-way mains conditioner 
(£150) £75,QEDQunex 3 
interconnect one-metre(£50) 
£25,QED Performance digital 
cable, one-metre(£30) £15. 
Free postage! All boxed as 
new. 01384412234 

(West Midlands).
KIMBER FOUR pair speaker 
cables, 2x3 metres£25, 
Atacama speaker stands 
16-inch high(black) £30, 
Apollo speaker stands 
24-inch high, bronze £25. 
024 76 711668(Coveentry).
RUANK CL20 floorstanders, 
in very good condition, five- 
star reviewed. Approx seven 
years old. Six-ohms/87 
decibel sensitivity.(£1,650) 
£525.0778962206056 
(S^^).
THE CHORD COMPANY
Chameleon Silver Plus, 
one-metre £60, Nordost 
Super Ratline Gold Mk 2, 
two metres, bi-amp/bi-wire 
£90, Kimber Silver Streak 0.5- 
metre£90.
All boxed, 01482887409 
(East Yorkshire).
SONY MDR-CD1700 
headphone. Musical sound 
is outstanding. Excellent 
condition. (£200) £120.
01707 657801(Herts).

^SORSTANDING 
loudspeakers (cherry).
Includes standard and 
custom-made granite plinths. 
Still under warranty. Excellent 
condition.(£1,695) £795.
07725 072878or 
jason-watson@sky'.com 
(Leicestershire).

PUREEVOKElXTinchery 
wood,DABradio,boxed, 
£40. Marantz CD63Mkl1 Kl 
Signature CD player, boxed, 
£150. Both perfect working 
order. Monitor Audio Monitor 
3 speakers, £80 (slight 
damage). Ecosse MS2.3 
speaker cable, £60. 07939 
58777(East Yorkshire).
^MMICHI CR-7E cassette 
deck. Stored from new, 
never used and in original 
box. £995, IsoTekTitan 
power conditioner(silver) 
with six-way Titan Multilink, 
professionally hardwired with 
1.25-metreAcrolink6N power 
cord, £1,500, IsoTekOrion 
four-way mains filter(silver), 
as new, £250. (Day) 01252 
62^40 or (eve) 01962 
71180 (Hampshire).
AUDIOLABORIGINAL 
BritishQ & P, F&D Serials. 
No remote. Local drop off 
or collection offered. £625. 
0790 603525(Les) 
MONnoRAUDIO RS6 
speakers, (cherry), £350. 
07940 659384(East 
S^^.
WANTZD: Top quality hi-fi 
separates and complete 
systems: Nairn, Linn, Cyrus, 
Meridian, Arcam, etc. Fast, 
friendly response and willing 
to travel/pay cash.
07815892458 ^(Es.
^^ECONWAYT 
loudspeakers in mahogany. 
Excellent condition, £275. 
01253 891520 (Lancashire). 
REGA^ANANTturntable, 
RB300 arm and Elys cartridge. 
Pale blue deck, excellent
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condition, 14 years old. 
Can send photos.
£300.01158 549677 
(Nottingham).
RUSSANDREWS
Silencer, three for £100, 
Super purifier with Hubble 
port attachment, £220. 
01902 ^4094(Dudley).
AVIDVOLVEREturntable
(black), fitted with SME IV 
arm and Dynavector DV20 
MC cart and EAR 834p 
phono stage. All boxed, as 
new, £3,200.
07850 979375(Norfo^J.
SO^RS ANDWILKINS 
loudspeakers in black ash: 
2x 600 floorstanders, lx 
CC6 centre channel, 2x DS6 
dipole surrounds, IxASW 
1000 subwoofer. £300.
01255 553774^(Es.
ORUS6 VS2 amplifier, 
Cyrus CD6S CD players. 
Both one year old. Boxed, in 
perfect condition,(£1,350) 
£700. 01384412234or 
let2009@hotmaiLco.uk 
(West Midlands).
NAIM COX VGC, light use. 
Includes remote, manuals 
and packaging. £750.
01276 503994or

andyuk777
@yahoo.co.uk(Sunrrey).
ttC DAIN state-of-the-art 
15-kilogram high-end 
DAC, with master clock 
and audio data input and 
Toslinkinputs. Balanced 
and unbalanced outs( 
www.cec-international.de). 
Seven months old, boxed, 
as new,(£2,800) £1,749. 
07777 638426 (BristoO.

MICHELL GYRODEC,
AC motor, clear lid, black 
acrylic base. Rega arm 
plate including de-coupling 
upgrade. Great condition, 
£650.01217041188 
or totallen@sky.com 
(SolihulQ.
SUGDEN A21AL Class A 
series two-line amplifier and 
series 2 CD21, plus audio 
controls(titanium), matched 
pair. Boxed, excellent, as 
new. £1,90001527876514 
or b2tK@btintemet.com 
(Worcestershire).
AUDIOLAB 8080.
Audiolab PX pre and power 
amps. British made, in very 
good condition with original 
boxes. Upgraderesults in sale 
for£450.01778424327 
(South Lincs).
re AUDIO Power Plant 
Premiere, AC mains 
regenerator that converts poor 
incoming AC to pure 230VAC. 
New, boxed, upgraded model. 
(£2,000) £1,250. 07859 
38167(London).
AUDIOLAB 880Aamp, 
Denon DR-M20 tape deck, 
VGC. Both black, boxed, with 
manual. Monitor Audio R252 
loudspeakers(black).
01524 34627(Loncs).
KUSOS^DEA C10, 
cherry wood standmounts, 
boxed.(£2,400). £1,400. 
0789 72189 (London).
R^TZLRA06stereo amp, 
Marantz CD6002 CD player, 
Musical Fidelity loudspeakers 
(£1,475) £775. Will separate, 
boxed as new. 01^^295781 
(Gloucestershire).

For sale / W
anted

To submit your advert to us, 
please email hifichoice@ 
futurenet.com or alternatively, 
use the postal form below. Please 
limit ads to a maximum of 30 
words, ensuring all details, model 
names etc are correctly stated. 
Kindly also include your email, 
telephone number and home 
county. We regret that we cannot 
take adverts over the phone.
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TURNTABLE COVERS 
DUST COVERS 

PLINTHS 
STACKING SYSTEMS 

BESPOKE ITEMS

YOU NAME IT 
WE CAN MAKE IT

T: 01420 525222 
F: 01420 525226 

email: info@awltech.co.uk

Introducing the new one box Linn DS audio system!

High performance integrated Linn OS player; pre-amplifier and power amplifier.
Eleven inputs (6 digital and 5 analogue) up-sampling of additional sources.
Phono input configurable to moving magnet, line level (MC upgrade also available).
AUX input on front for easy connection of portable MP3 players etc.
Dynamik power supply and 2 channels of I 00 W Chakra amplification.
Plays FLAC,ALAC,WAV,AIFF,AAC and MP3 audio formats up to 24-bit /192 kHz sample rate.
Gold plated 4mm binding posts for flexible loudspeaker connection options.

THE SOUND GALLERY
65 CASTLE STREET, HIGH WYCOMBI BUCKS.
01494 531682
Stockists for Linn, Nairn, B&W, Arcam, Spendo" Rega, Onkyo 
Meridian, Fatman, Ushe", Denon and Focal to name just a few...
www.soundgallery.co.uk
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MOORE

BENDIT'
Your ultimate string À 
b'-nrTngtutonal

you is simple.

GuitarTechniques
The world's only all-tuition guitar magazine!
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SEND YOUR ORDER TO
uk readers:
Hi-Fi Choice Back Issues, Unit 4 
Tower House, Sovereign Park, 
Markel Harborough, Leics LE16 9EF

overseas readers:
Hi-Fi Choice Back Issues, 
Caiy Court, Somerton, 
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Next month
Coming up in the next issue of the UK's finest hi-fi title...

DENON 
DYNAMITE!

ARCAMSOLO
NEO
The verdict on 
Arcam's all-new 
streaming Soto

■ 1^ a Our regular round-ups of accessories and music, our unrivalled PLUS • six-way Blind-Listening Group Test, the most trustworthy hi-fi 
reviews on the planet, not to mention the latest news, views and features from 
UK's most reliable guide to high-performance audio.
ISSUE 335ON SALE THURSDAY JUNE 24 2010

BACK ISSUES & REPRINTS

We exclusively reveal Denon's hot new SACD player 
and matching integrated from the 1510AE series

ISSUES REQUIRED
Month y ear Issue

COST
United Kingdom £5.95 
Europen Union £6.95 
Outside the EU £7.95
(price per issue)

How to order a back issue
Back issues are available by post and from 
mww.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk. They cost 
£5.95 (UK), £6.95 (Europe) or £7.95 (rest of the 
world). All prices include p&p. You can also order 
by phone on 0844 848 2852 or +44 1858 
438794 (overseas). We accept MasterCard and 
Visa credit cards, and Maestro debit cards.
Alternatively, send a cheque or PO made payable 
to Future Publishing Ltd. For back issues only, 
please use the form on the left.

How to order a review reprint
If you're interested in an HFC review of an older 
component and the back issue has sold out, 
we can usually send photocopies of individual 
reviews to any UK address for a flat fee (inc p&p) 
of £5 per review. You must know in which issue 
the original review appeared; we are unable to 
search back issues for old reviews, sorry. Please 
send a written request, enclosing a cheque for 
£5 made payable to Future Publishing Ltd, to: 
Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service, Future PubUshing, 
2 Balcombe Street, London, NWl 6NW.
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Find out more about the gear 
that made the music

• • •

Guitarist is packed to the brim every month with gear reviews, 
artist interviews, guitar lessons, tech Q&A, free CD and more

FIRST
Guitarist 

The Guitar Player’s Bible On sale in all good newsagents
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk • www.musicradar.com
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Hifi Choice

Buyeris Gu.de
Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 

* Guide- the ultimate directory to the 
g!. very best high-performance hi-fi gear 

x that you can buy. Here, you'll find our 
favourite current products listed under easy- 
to-use categories, with up-to-date pricing and 
trustworthy verdicts.

' SOURCE COMPONENTS ]

110 CD players
Whether CD or SACD, we list the very 
best players for the job

111 Turntables
Everything is listed here, from a £190
Pro-Ject to a £11 Sk Continuum

111 _ Phono cartridges .
The best in both magnetic and 
moving coil cartridges

113 Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with anyone of 
these carefully selected tuners

113 _ Headphones 
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure

AMPLIFIERS
115 _ Stereo amplifiers 
Our pick of the world's best one-box 
integrated amplifiers

115 Pre/power amps
For those occasions when two boxes 
seem better than one

Reviews you can trust
Hi-Fi Choice test results are 
the most reliable in the 
business. We employ the 
UK's most respected hi-fi 
journalists and use the most 
stringent techniques to 
ensure our ratings are the 
ones you can trust. All the 
equipment we rate most 
highly is contained within 
these pages, from CD and 
vinyl to the latest disc 
players, amplifiers, tuners 
and loudspeakers

Reviews online
We've also included 
techradar listings where 
our reviews appear online.

THIS ISSUE'S HIGHLIGHT

To access selected
Hi-Fi Choice reviews, simply 
type : techradar.com/ into 
your browser, followed by 
the six-digit number printed 
in the first column 
of our Buyer's Guide.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Guide is the best way to 
make a shortlist of 
components to audition. 
Pick the ones that best suit 
your taste and budget, then 
consult our Dealer Classified 
section to find specialist 
outlets where you can try 
them with your favourite 
music and test discs.

F CABLES 1

117 _ Interconnects
Our favourite cables for transferring 
delicate signals are all here

117 Speaker cables
Priced per metre, these are our top 
recommendations for home use

F LOUDSPEAKERS

118 _ Stereo speakers
An invaluable guide to the best 
loudspeakers for your electronics

STANDS & SUPPORTS
121 _ Equipment supports
Our selection of the best equipment ...
supports for your precious kit

121 _Speaker stands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and , 
prices, so take your pick from our list

LAST MONTH, Editor 
Dan George got up 
close and personal 
with a new type of 
headphone from 
Bowers and Wilkins. 
Looking like conventional 
cans, the closed-back, 
super-aural P5 is in fact 
designed for the 
travelling audiophile.

Along with their snug 
fit, the P5 also does 
a great job cutting 
down on intrusive 
background noise.

Performance is 
extraordinary and a 
credit to the B&W 
engineering team. 
For more go to: 
bowers-wilkins.com

' DEALER CLASSIFIED ]

124 _ Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-fi dealer 
classified advertisements

129 _ Dealer directory
For allyourhi-fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-fi dealerships
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CD players
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come

Up to £1,000

/456022

Badge 

•

Product
Arcam CD17

Price Comments
700 Civilised sound, with a positively deluxe treble. Bass is clear, if not the weightiest ever

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 Simple player that's clear and communicative with the appropriate partnering equipment

• Cambridge Audio Azur ^^ 700 Superbly capable with a resolution and tonal evenness that's well worth hearing (silver finish)

• Cyrus CD6 SE 900 A combination of detail and sheer musical energy with a hint of high end to the performance

• Harman/Kardon HD990 550 Highly detailed with excellent extension at both extremes and impressive resolution

• Marantz SA7003 600 Highly civilised sound may not be to all tastes, but there's plenty of detail to be heard

• Marantz SAB003 830 Classic Marantz sound in a classy and attractive package. Our favourite sub-£1,000 player

• Micromega CD-10 799 The cheapest in the range, the CD-10 has been fine-tuned to please the audiophile

• Moon CD.5 999 Admirably energetic music-making from this very well-built player

• NADC545BEE 350 Apart from slight lack of bass control, sound is very fine indeed - treble is beautifully detailed

• Naim CDSi 895 Its competent musical performance exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player

• Pioneer PD-D9 850 A mostly well-balanced player that's arguably at its best with classical music

• Roksan Kandy K2 895 State-of-the-art technology and precision-engineering produces a fine CD performance

• Rotel RCDT 520 695 Lacks optical digital output, but feature-count is fine and sound quality is expressive and open
Ãbove^^

Badge Product Price Comments

• Arcam CD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution

• Audio Research CDS 5,055 Audibly betterthan most CD players on the market - assertive and very dynamic

• Consonance Droplet CDP3.1 1,995 A CD player which gets to the nub of what music is about. Engages the listener every time

• Copland CDA 825 3,985 This a highly revealing player that delivers music in a realistically engaging form

• Creek Destiny 1,400 This player presents the music and nothing but the music and is thoroughly recommended

• Cyrus Audio CD 8 SE 1,200 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music

• Denon DCD^2010AE 1,700 Well equipped, finely detailed and with good support for compressed audio and iPod

• EMM Labs XDSl 18,995 Very high-performance two channel only player with the option of a standalone D/A converter

• Esoteric X-05 3,995 Superb resolve of fine detail with a perfectly judged balance and an ability to draw you in

• Leema Antila II 2,735 Great build and multiple DACs give this a fast, revealing and totally engaging sound

• Meridian G08 2,400 Advanced digita I processing wit h specia I apodising fill terthat gives a very c lean sound

• Micromega CD-20 1,249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players

• Mimetism 20.1 5,107 An impressive player that produces a very convincing and musical sound

• Moon CD3.3 2,200 With clear, detailed and energetic sound, this player also offers a digital ouput

• Moon 750D 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the 750D

• Nairn HDX 4,500 The HDX har’d disk player represents an entirely new paradigm for high-fidelity replay

• Rega Isis 5,998 A magnificently musical CD player at a realistic price. USB input is a useful addition

• Shanling CD-TlOOSE 1,700 This player's valve/direct option gives a choice in terms of performance

• Sony SCD^XA5400ES 1,199 Elegant, refined control system and very strong CD/SACD performance

• Unison Research CDE 2,495 Valve CD player with interchangeable DACs doubles as a standalone DAC that oozes musicality

/399370

/594818

/478365

/612396

455040

/636734

/483697

/608305

/395096

/455309

315

329

315

318

323

323

315

328

323

322

307

326

315

323

318

312

322

332

328

323

328

327

314

323

312

332

330

/594609 328

331

311

329

328

313

318

/465933

/483759

SACD COMPATIBLIPlays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITALOUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder. OPT DIGITALOUTPUTOptical Toslinkoutputfor digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPABBL Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can 
cope with CD-Rs. CD TEXTWill display album and track titles from inserted disc. BALANAWGUEOUTBalancedXLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. HEADPHONE 
SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still

one of the most popular phono stages around.

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all

incoming mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

Visit our website to learn more about this exciting product and

the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TrícI-iorcI ResearcIh
Tel: 4-44 (0)1684 311600 
sales@trichordresearch.com

Fax: 4-44 (0)1684 311928 
www.trichordresearch.com

Díno PhoNo AmdHFìer

’INO

BEST BUY

k HI «CHOICE 
magazine

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichordresearch.com
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Turntables
The best record players money can buy

■■■
Buyers auide Hi-Fi h

• Clearaudio Emotion 1,185 Beautifully built with open and clean sound emphasising mid and top, nice timely bass 33/45 • : • - 309

• Clearaudio Performance 2,300 Ceramic-magnetic bearing spells a surprisingly uncoloured performance 33/45 • • 295

• Continuum Caliburn 125,00 Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm and Castellon stand /587169 33/45/78 i • • i • i 320

• The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded 1t, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 : • • • i 324

• The Funk Firm Saffire 2,450 hidividucd design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics 33/45 i • i opt opt 309

• Hanss Acoustic T-30 3,600 The only multi-armbase deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 : • i opt opt 331

• Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl /560765 opt opt 319

• Michell Tecnodec 608 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result forthe money 33/45 opt 309

• Michell Gyro SE/RB2 50 1,565 A marriage of shot-putter-strength, build quality and robust audio (including arm substitute) 33/45 • ; • i 324

• Pro-Ject RPM-1Genie3 190 The Genie is Ary rare lMing oi a product with good looks, fine build and excellent sound 33/45 : • • : • 332

• Pro-Jed RPM 6.1 750 With its huge platter this is a steady design that's capable affine results with a decent cartridge 33/45/78 : • : • 294

• Pro-Jed X-Pack 1,000 Combines very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) a killer package with top sound and value 33/45 : ♦ : • • : 309

• Rega P3^24 390 Very competent. uncoloured and musical, improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply i 33/45 opt ► 298

• Roksan Radius 5/Nima 1,375 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation 33/45 248

• SRMArezzo 699 The A-eozo is an excellin g souxe comporv'ry fo, p waning a superb turntable for vinyl rypryy /625025 • : 325

• Townshend Rock 7 1,720 Has the ability to pul! detail out of ■' vinyl groove, making it the most resolute turntable at its price 33/45 : • ! • 324

• Townshend Rock V/^aUbur II 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine forthe job : 33/45 • i • 307

Turntables ! Phono cartridges / Phono stages

Phono cartridges
MM and MC recommendations
Badge Product

• Dynavector DV-10X5
Price Comments

295 A high-output MC with superb dynamics and fine timing that's difficult to mount, but well worth the effort
•

•
Goldring Legacy

Grado Prestige Gold

• Ortofon Rondo Red

• Ortofon Cadenza Red

595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail

149 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss ■.... , ....... . .. ... ... ....
385 Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price

750 There's much to admire in this cartridge's fine detail and unfussy presentation

• Sumiko Blue PointSpe Ew Ill 239 High-output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

• van den Hui MCOne Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

van den Hui Condor XCM 2,400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and resolution to die for

Phono stages
Make your turntable sing
Badge Product Price Comments

• CambridgeAudio 640P 100 An outrageously good that suTs budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades

• CreekOBH15 240 Practical and highly compatible unit offering fine detail and a pleasing, mellow balance

• Soundsmith Strain Gauge 6,100 Revolutionary kit assembly that rewrites the rules about vinyl p lay ba c k

Tom Evans Microgroove 480 For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat

• Trichord Dmo/Dino+ 563 Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility

328

235

307

330

270

235

265

305

305

/618387 324

234

234

307

Fl j H 51 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support forthe platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks 
require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a 
separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CA^RTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price 
shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge-see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

P3EJ223
eû^™^***

Cambridge Audio 640P £100
I f you need a low-cost way to getyourturntable 
talkingto youramplifier, this is by far the best 
option, just pop into your local Richer Sounds

Dynavector DV-10X5 £295
Fiddly to set up, but dynamics are superb from this 
high-output MC cartridge, makingit a firm HFC 
favourite for budget-to-mid-priced turntables

Townshend Rock 7 £1,720
A great turntable for those upgrading from an entry
level deck. Sound engineering at a bargain price 
sets this deck apart from the competition
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Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

FM tuners
Badge Product

• CreekAudio Evolution

Rega Radio 3

• T+AT1210R

DAB/FM tuners

Buyers guide Hifi
« BEST BUY = •

Price Comments

350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy

390 Strong bass, clear treble and a high enjoyment factor makes this an appealing FM performer

1,200 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated

80 308

20 283

100 283

FM,M

FM,M

FM

Radio tuners / H
eadphones

• Arcam FMJ T32

• Onkyo T-4555DAB

600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is a bonus

400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard

/559242 DAB,FM •'• • • • 319

DAB i« • • 298

DAB/FM portables

• MonitorAudioAirstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive /636713: DAB,FM,Web 4 :' • : ; Í • ; 326

• Pure Move 80 ........................ . ............ :...... ;......... :A ’eature-packed, beautifully built DAB/FM radiothat is a pleasure to use Ì608367 DAB,FM i 20 + 323

• Pure Evoke-25 (portable) 170 Attractive and well thought-out. Many useful features and enjoyable with classical music : /516285 : DAB.FM ' 100 318

• Pure Sensia 250 One of the smartest table radios around, offering wireless computer-sourced music r 'AB : FM,Web 40 • : • : 331

• PureAvanti Flow 280 One of thebest standal?ne s?lutionsfor internet radi?with a tonality that’s good for voices : DAB,FM,Web 40 : •: • i l 322

• VitaAudio R2i 300
...................... —............ ............... ■" ............................ ................ ....... ...................

Very smartlybuilt with asoun? that's full-b?die? neutral anddetailed ■ /611865 DAB,FM 30
.***•* • . • » • • .— ..*«.«*.**. .. • “ . .*...**..*** * .
:• :•' . • m

Ll j N Ti WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB -digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored
in memory. RD Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). 
REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH MmR Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

Headphones
Audiophile solutions for home and travel use
Badge Product Price
• Audio Technica ATH-AD500 100

• Beyerdynamic DT770 179

• Beyerd ynamic T l 880

• Bowers and Wilkins P5 250

• Etymotic ER-4P 195

• GradoSR60i 100

• GradoSRBOi 120

• Grado GS100i 1,100

• Grado PS100 1,795

• SennheiserHD380 140

• SennheiserHD650 330

• SennheiserHD80 1,000

Comments

Bulky, but comfortable, this headphone offers a generous spread ofvirtues

One ofthe most tonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail

A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailed, weighty sound

A superb headphone with B8<W’s sound and build quality sealing the deal

. z-

Fiddle with in-ear earpieces and angles of approach and you'll be repaid with super-detailed sound

A strong contender without-of-class sound in most areas: a brilliant budget all-rounder

A beautifully neutral and open-sounding headphone that's lively and energetic too

A superb transducer, capable of astonishingly high performance standards

Offer excellent detail and effortless dynamics, but they can be heavy to wear after a while

This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors

Clear and detailed, with • .Th/. • , a • • ../■ nd ninn a- .-.Th : little coloration

/603478

/624782

These headphones will convert loudspeaker listeners to the delights of personal stereo performance /619269

260

270

333

333

331

195: •: 333

20 319

210 • 322

322

325

500 • : 329

327

350 324

275 • ■ 312

ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL 
Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK() Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.SMM JACK ADAPTOR 
Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

HFC TOP PICKS

PURE Sensia £250
PURE's ground-breaking touch-screen DAB 
radio has changed the way we interact with radio 
forever and sets the standard for innovation

ACST2 £SOO
For regular travellers, the ACS T2 with its custom- 
moulded earpieces is an obvious choice, thanks to 
all-day comfort and a perfect fit for any ear

Sennheiser HD650 £330
An easy recommendation - Sennheiser's HD650 
should really cost more than this - it's simply 
fabulous and a genuine bargain
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Up to £1,000

BADGES KEY:: a RECOMMENDED • | Q EDITOR’S CHOICE • 11 GROUPTESTWINNER=^ | ■■■ BESTBUY-©

Our pick of the best one-box amps out there

Badge Product Price Comments 0/

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 1 n a room of appropriate dimensions, this amplifier has real musical presence 5 i : i • 50 I 329
• Cambridge Audio 840Av2 800 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) 8 Ì • ; • Ì 120 327
• Marantz PM8003 750 Detail isn’t the utmost, but great vitality makes this amplifier quite thrilling 5 MM : • . • 70 327
• Moon 1.5 999 A likeable amp in many ways, with admirable bass, treble and imaging 5 • : • 60 321
• NADC3226BEE 320 Unusually cmfident into awkward ■< : .= cased bass. Treble a touch recessed /603281 7 • : • 50 322
• Puresound A10 685 A superbly involving valve amp at a very competitive price and with genuinely excellent results 2 10 331
• Roksan Kandy K2 895 Superior design and high-performance credentials makes this amplifier a must-have bargain /483722 MM i • 125 315

Above £1,000

• Arcam A3B 1,480 A winning combination of sonic virtues including highly developed detail and musicality 7 opt • • 100: 332
e Astin Trew AT200PWS 1,740 1 f you prefer timbral and timing qualities of music to its bone-crunching potential, this is a contender 4 : ♦ • i 65 : 332
• Audio Analogue Puccini Settanta 1,450 Detailed and lively, particularly in the upper octaves, but lacks a little bass extension 5 MC • • 160 320
• Cyrus8XPd 1,500 High on features with a revealing upbeat sound and impressive five input onboard DAC /608669 6 i ■ * ■ • 70 323
• Denon PMA-2010AE 1,700 High-class, well-equipped integrated,with a performance that is muscular, refind and detailed 6 MMMC • • : 80 i 328
• Electrocompaniet Pl-2 1,600 A superb all-rounder, with insight on one hand and effortless musical flow on the other 6 : • I 100 327
• Electrocompaniet ECI-3 1,650 This is an impressively resolute and powerful integrated amplifier for the money /618304 5 ; : 70 : 324
« Gryphon Atilla 6,995 Exceptional subtlety and definition, has enough power to cope with just about anything musical 5 ¡100- 328
• Harman/Kardon HK 990 1,000 Very clever, with built-in DSP room correction - but most importantly a powerful and revealingampl /594820 7 MC • • 160 321
• Leema Pulse 1,270 Admirable bass which combinesextension, tautness and clarity. Higher frequencies are highly detailed 5 ■ MMMC • 70 327
• Leema Tucana II 3,425 Highly featured, well-built and not short of power, this is a highly resolute and organic amp /612396 7 • ¡148: 323
• Lyngdorf Millennium Mk IV 10,995 State-of-the-art digital amp successfully transcends virtually all problems that afflicts others of its type /603231 5 : 150 322
• Micromega IA-1W 1,125 Fast and fluid performer that brings a touch of panache to its role .... ..... .. ........... ...... 5 i MM • ........,.........

• jiooj 332
• Mimettsm 15.2 5,415 A powerful amplifier with great dynamics and high resolution that's rare even at this price .a....................... . . ...........6 i • :

. . . ', .jl801 330
• MSB Platinum M200 13,656 This amplifier’s devastatingly good all-round sound quality sets a benchmark that few will approach /603452 • i i 322
• Myryad MX12080 1,200 Sound is more assured at the top of the frequency range, though bass is melodious and detailed 8 ' ; • i : 80 ; 327
• NAD 375BEE 1,000 A good, solid amplifier that is fundamentally musical and gives a great bang for your buck /625323 7 : • i : • 150^ 325
• Nairn Audio NAITXS 1,250 1 ts spellbinding, refined musical performance is a challenge to all integrated amplifiers /49853Ó 6 : • i • 60 317
• Rega Osiris 5,998 Very solid all-round performer has massive power reserves and splendid stereo imaging 6 162 329
• Unison Res. Unico Primo 1,395 Line input can be convertedto phono (at extra cost), plus an excellent mix of valve and o'-J c ' । r - 5 • : : 85 317

Up to £2,000

Pre/power amplifiers
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

:8:* • . 1200) 309
: 6 : • 35 : 3311,190 An alternative to the usual integrated route and one that offers flexibility and fine sound

Above £2,000

e HAD C165BEE/C245BEE

Price Comments
• CambriridgeAudioAzur^tt/^81iOW 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed and controlledBadge Product

• Arcam C31/P38 2,450 Very civilised sound in the best possible way. Well featured and smartly built : • • : 1 • opt: • : 100 308277• Border Patrol Control Unit 3,995 Bluff-looking valve preamp, with one of the most neutralyet dynamic sounds around : • i : 5 [opt :

• Bryston BP16( 2BSST2 5,700 . Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality /60864? 6 : opt • i 100 . m
• Bryston BP26 3,670 Cracking preamp brings detailed results • • : ‘ . :8 opt • : :l . ......--308
• Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 7,135 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled, and sounds like a dream »*■...  .. . . ......

: • •
l. ......L-- .- a.....i 5 : • 120 269

• Classe CP-700/CA-M400 9,200 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility. : • : • 6 )optj ! : 400: 293
• Cyrus DACXP (preamp/DAC) 2,275 ADAC/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz • ' : 2: e : 266
• Digital Do Main Ba-1 6,495 By recreating the V-FET, ODM has built one of the most thrilling ampifiers on the market i : • : 4 : • 300' 327
• Hovland HP-100/RADIA 18,900 Uncommonly musicalvalve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers i •;• : 9 iopt : 125: 250
e NaimHAC152XS/NAP155XS 1,920 Preamp and power amp duo offers excellent performance and classic Nairn virtues ¡6 :< 60 324
• Roksan Caspian M Series^ 2,800 A powerful and enjoyable-sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player : • • : 5 i ; • 85 : 307
• Trilogy 909/990 10,390 Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish /625226 : • • : 6 : : • 100 • 325

A
m

plifiers / Pre/pow
er am

plifiers

EZEESi LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input socketsand on-board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier.
HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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Cables /

Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

Analogue interconnects

• AudioquestSidewinder 45 A detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm - slight upper-bass warmth does little to detra ct ’ • 1 297

• Black Rhodium Prelude 90 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder thatseems happily compatible with a wide range of kit ; • : • ; 293

• Black Rhodium Coda ISO Superb bass with neutral and detailed midrange, treble sweet with occasional slight constriction : • : • : i 298

• Black Rhodium Polar lUusion 2SO A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble ■ • : • : 321

• Cambridge Azur Reference SO Performance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble ; • ; • : 296

Chord Co. Indigo Plus ?95 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detailed design overall !6083?3l • 323
..........   - - .........
• Clearer Audio Si Iver-line 283 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass : • : • : 279

CrystalCable Piccolo 348 Thin, tougher than it looks, has some qualities of a solid-core type - resolution, focus and articulation • : ; • 294

• Kimber Timbre 145 A very neutral cable that will complement even very upmarket systems • ! : • 312

• Monster M350i 4S Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. : • • • 281

• Monster MlOOO 230 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere : • : • : 284

• Nordost Wyrewizard Dream 110 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass • : • i 303

• Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers with good mid and treble ■ • : • : : 281

• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice • : î • 332

• Supra EFF-IX 71 Lively sounding which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality, musically, a great all-rounder i • : • : : 306

• Townshend (solda DCT100 99 Particularly enjoyable cohesion and naturalness that makes for great listener involvement •, • 312

• vian den Hui The Wave 12S Neutral, with a hint of up per-bass richness: images seem to reside slightly further away than most i • ; • i ' 312

Digital interconnects

• KimberDV-30 98 A superb performer that lacks very little, evenwhen compared to Kimbds high-end models • : • : E 317

• Merlin Scorpion Digital 130 Reduces distortion, making sound clear with unusuallyrevealinglow frequencies • ; : E 317

• Supra AnCo 30 This cable can give a useful fillip to a good transport/DAC combination, even in a high-end context • i : • : E 304

Speaker cables (price per metre)

• Atlas Hyper 1.5 12.S Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price • • • 299

• Atlas Ascent 2.0 60 A highly analytical cable and very fine detail across the board j • • • 294

• Chord Co. Silver Screen 6 Screened speaker cable with excellent treble, but just a little light in the bass at times : • • 310

CrystalCable Piccolo 1,39S A chip off the old block, has a similarly fast, fluid and subtle sound (price -3 metre pair) • : • 302
• Kimber4VS 1SS In the right system, this cable is a good choice (price reflects 2.5 metre terminated pair) ; • • : 329

• Monster MCX-ls 5 Notable for its bass, perhaps a touch overdone at times but could bea good foil to small speakers ! • • : 280

Nordost Heimdall 18S Alternative to Valhalla, silver-plated, micro-monofilament construction, suitable for exacting systems ; • • : 278

• QED X-Tube XT300 12.S A natural and controlled-sounding cable that's cost-effective for mid-priced systems • • ; 310

• QED Revelation 15 Sensibly priced, this cable offers a performance which is a step-up from budget types : • • 318

Townshend Isolda OCT SO Cryogenically treated ‘impedance-matched' cable with stabilising components added • • ; 241

• van den HuiTheWind SO Separate conductors provide room for experimentation, conductor quantity keeps resistance low • • : 318
• Wireworld Solstice 52 2S Ratherbulkyandawkward.butperformanceamplyjustifiesitwithsuperbbasssolidity 1 • • ; 310

• Wireworld Oasis6 40 Excellent bass with tunefulness and extension all first-rate. Awkward to handle, though /617560 • 324

H j STRAW DEF; Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conductthe signal. SOLID COR Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL ^CABLETYPE E - electrical, 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otheiwise stated.

HFC TOP PICKS 1

QED Revelation £15 (per metre)
Giving a consistent result with a wide range of 
amplifiers and speakers, the Revelation speaker 
cable boasts a good performance in all areas.

Kimber DV-30 £59 (0.5 metre)
A superb performer that lacks very little, even 
compared to Kimber's high-end models. Tonality, 
detail and imaging are really very fine.

Black Rhodium Polar Illusion £250
This super-cooled, unshielded interconnect with 
solid, silver-plated copper insulation, delivers a treble 
performance that's admirably clear and crisp.
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Stereo speakers
The most influential link in the chain

Up to £1,000

20,90.5,24 • A 24 • 294• Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 363 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight

Badge Product Price Comments

• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-treble voicing : 18.5,32,25 A 33 • ■ 325

• Amphion Ion L 900 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment ■ 16.2,32.16.2,32. A 40 • 310

• ATCSCM11 867 A very fine little speaker t-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little 21,38,25 A^ 55 • 293

• AudioPro Avanti A.10 350 A tough and effective little speaker - overall balance is quite smooth and even 19,29,26 A+ 38 • 319

• Bowers and Wilkins CMl 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

• Bowers and Wilkins 684 699 A fine all-rounder at a realistic price, has a smooth, even and nicely open balance /483503 20,91,30 • ; 22 • i 315

• Bowers and Wilkins 683 879 High-class drivers and a great price makes for a warmly recommended speaker 20,99.34 • : : 20 • : 304

• DALi Ikon 6 999 Needs care with setup, impressively transparent and obsessively detailed sound 19,100.33 • A 37 • 271

• Dynaudio OM 2/10 880 Has fine dynamics. gnu. bass and headroom and is well mannered 275,45,35 A 22 • ; 299

• Focal Chorus 706V 389 Advanced drivers deliver an even, healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 27 • : 319

• Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99.375 • A 25 • 325

• JBL Studio IL8 700 Good value floorstanderwith neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch 22,99,37 : e : A 25 • 275

• KEFiQSO 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble /483527 17.5,81.5,26 • A 23 • 315

• Monitor Audio BR2 230 Good-looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30 • 294

• Monitor Audio BR5 450 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold-sounding and good value 17,85,25 • A^ 36 • : Ì 293

• Monitor Audio Silver RSS 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 • A 33 • • 276

• Monitor Audio GS10 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GSlO is is easy to drive

895 Could be more neutral, nui a very HiiHiari? musical communicator, fine warmth and treble

20,36,27 a- 40:. 284

15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 • • 310

A+ 40 267

e PMCDB11

ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother is even better! 15,27,23

• Q Acoustics 1010 110 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling, fine midband voicing ■ 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 • : 286

• Q Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator /516273 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 i • : • : 318

• Rega RSI 390 Clever close-to-wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication skills 15,32,23.6 A 23 Ì • • 319

• Russ Andrews SP-1 352 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, and great fun 19.2,31.5,24.8 A+ 65 • : 309

• SpendorS3/5R 750 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, smooth neutrality and g bass extension i 16530.5,190 25 • • i 310

• Tan noy Revolution DC4T 599 Ultra-compact, lacks bass weight and dynamic tension, but sounds open and coherent 48 8 857 15,85,16 • ; i 40 • : 316

• Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 Pretty compact standmount, delivering a lively bass and smooth, coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 • : 307

• Wharfedale Diamond 9.1 150 Superior shape and finish. Sound is laid back, but free from boxiness 19.5,30,28 A- 45 • 307

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.5 480 Despite the price, the 10.5 ticks many of the boxes, with superior voice band coherence /63Ó7781 22,88,30 • A- 50: • Î 326

Above £1,000

Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance 33,56,34 A 50 * i 329

• AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 This speaker’s effective enclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound /587236 23,92,29.7 • A 27 • 320

• Amphion Argon2 Anniversary 1,200 Notablysuperiorcoherence, focus, fine neutrality and dynamic range with low coloration 19,38,31 A 24 ♦ • 317

• Amphion Helium 520 1,000 Sharp styling and fine value for money with excellent voice-band coherence 16,104,22 • 28« 314

• Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality 19,92.5,30.5: • 26 • 322

AsparaHL6 4,300 Acoustic material sounds great and there are many strengths in design and performance 18.5,93,34.5: »A « : 332

• ATCSCM16A 2,376 Makes a great case forthe active speaker. Includes built-in amps and is good value 27,45,33 act 42 * 300

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 • A 45 • 329

Audiovector S3 Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade, offers good musical communication and stereo imaging 19,103,31 • a 50 ® 328

AurousalVS 1,650 Fine coherence and imaging of a single driver system, extra help at the frequency extremes /479149 21.5,107.5,268 • 20 314

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding : 20,30,26 ACT 60 • : 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CM9 1,760 Tall, elegant, expressive midband and expansive, butwell-controlled bass : /597244 20,102.5,32 • A 60 • ; 321

• Cabasse MC40 Java 1,360 This large and handsome speaker has a notably smooth and evenhanded neutrality 25,110.35 • A 20 • : 325

• Cabasse Bora 2,200 A real enthusiast's choice with high sensitivity, strong bass and powerful dynamics /618354 33,27.50 A 52 • 324

• Dynaudio Focus 220 2,630 Cleverly tapered floorstander has a brilliantly smooth, neutral balance and very sweet treble 20.5,98,29.5 • A^ 20 • 281

• Focal Chorus 816 V 1,099 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,100,375 • A+ 20 • 288

• Focal Chorus 826 V 1,349 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up 28,104,37.5 • A 45 • . 287

• Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,499 The W cone makes some qualities associated with Focal’s high-end models more competitive ■ 998,28.2.375 • A+ 39 • 308

• Focal Chorus 826W LE 1,879 Focal has turbo charged the 826 resulting in lots of energy, excitement and fine detail 28.2,103.8,37.5 • A • : 330

• Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive i 26.5,111,35 • A- 25 • : 276

• Free FSl 3,500 An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sonos or Airport Express 16,87.27 • ACT 35 • 301

• Gamut Phi5 3,040 Lovely discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17.100,24 • 20 • : 305
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Stereo speakers (continued)
Shapes and sizes for every budget

Stereo speakers96
'%

Badge Product Price

■

Comments \ % % %
. % 
60

%. %

• Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tight timing and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer 208,40.634.9 • A i 80 • 332

• GuruQMlO 1,595 Avery clever close-to-wall standmount with fine imaging, that sounds a lot bigger than it looks /465869 30,25.2,23.2 A 26 • 317

• Jamo R907 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' ofJamo's dipole flagships, powerful bass and open midrange /498515 44,118.9,7 • A 30 • 317

• JBL Everest DD6600 44,000 Awesome performance in the true meaning ofthe word & exceptional musical communication 111,96.5,47 e A 50 e 331

• Kudos Cardea C2 1,950 This floorstander is a fine all-round performer with fine voicing and neutrality 20,92.5,27 • 23 • 322
• Kudos Cardea C30 5,250 An absolute honey that fully justifies its hefty pricetag, lacking only a little dynamic tension /394973 20,112,27 • 22 • 310

• MagicoV2 18,000 High pricing derives this speaker's superb painstaking engineering & impressive performance /624700 25.5,115,30 • A 32 • 325

• Magneplan Magneplanar 1.6 2,500 Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality 48,165,5 e A 43 • 329
• Mission 796 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says on the box /594834 20.6,998,318 e A 25 e 321
• Monopulse 42A 1,995 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26,110,25 e A 2 5 e 302

• Monitor Audio PL200 4,750 A costly, but beautifully presented loudspeaker with outstanding voicing and character 25.5,100,28.5 • A : ! • 330

• Mordaunt-Short Perf 6 LE 4.799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 • A 22 e 308
• Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 Sounds biggerthan it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • 302

• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer /429144 23,3Z5,34 32 • 311
• Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superiorvoicing, if a shade lackingin warmth 24,102.5,31.5 • A 20 e 314
• Pioneer S-2EX^W 5,200 This speaker offers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity /587272 29.1,56.5,42.5 e A 37 i e 320
e PMCFBli 2,100 A floorstanderthat boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end /429594 20,100,30 A 20 e 329

e PMCOBli 3,600 This floorstanderdelivers a smooth overall balance with wide bandwidth and dynamic range /429697 20,102.5,32.5 • A 20 • 311
e PMCfact.8 4,600 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound with a notable wide dynamic range 15.5,105,38 • A 5 5 : e 327

PMCIB2i 8,900 Delivers a top-class sound quality, fine imaging and exceptional dynamic grip /617595 33,74,46.5 • A 25 je 324

PSB Synchrony One 3,500 Slim and discreet floorstander that delivers superb sound quality and flexible bass /516267 22,109,32.5 e A 45 e 318
Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 • A 20 • 256

• Revolver Screen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and very successful in delivering genuine high-quality hi-fi sound 50,140,11 A 35 329

• Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,475 Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression 20,100,25 e A 22 : • 290

Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings /603221 18.5,35,33.5 A- 55 • 322
Sonus faber Minima Vintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels /455417 20,33,27.5 A- 55 » 312

Sonus faberCremona Audit. 3,350 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is‘The Little SpeakerThat Could’ 20,35,37 A 50 • 305

• SpendorSP3/lR2 1,600 Conservative styling, superb neutrality and coherence with unusually low coloration 22,40,28 A 37 ♦ 317

Tannoy Definition DC10T 5,000 Classy speaker has massive base, high sensitivity and precise image focus /608326 34,112.5,32 • A+ 35 • 323
• Totem Model 1 Signature 1,975 Expensive, but very seductive miniature delivers a beautifully smooth and balanced midband 17,31,23 A 35 » 277
• Triangle GeneseQuartet 2,775 Great material value and a solid all-round sonic performance with great loudness potential 23,117,37 • A 25; • 302

Triangle Magellan Concerto 16,250 New 'sw2' version is less immediate than its predecessor, but it remains highly enertaining 60,160,45 • A- 32 : ♦ 290

• Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 Lots of speaker foryour money; with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 270

Vivid Audio Kl 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is one of the finest on the planet /625361 28,130,45 A 35 # 325

Wilson Benesch Curve 5,383 Much (but not all) of the ACT'S performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 » 254
Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 26,100.5,41 • A 23 • 314

• Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 • 296

• Zu Essence 3,750 Realism and communication skills are more than compensation for balance shortcomings 30.5,125,30.5 • A 25 « 327

EmZSKO SIZEW,H,D (CM) Width, heightand depth ofone cabinet in centimetres. LOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the 
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BASS FROM How low the speaker goes -the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

HFC TOP PICKS

Amphion Ion L£900
A great-looking loudspeaker that also boasts a 
superb mid/treble coherence and and a super
sweet treble, some positioning care needed

floorstanderwith a very fine fit and finish and a 
superior voice band for acoustic work

Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB £2,898
It's small, it's expensive, butthis German floorstander 
contains the finest ingredients and delivers a smooth 
sound with some of the best imaging around

JULY 2010 llfiChoice 119

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


>t Guitar GuitarTechniques musicusicraiFROM THE MAKERS OF

FOR THE

The London Music Show is the UK's biggest and most 
inspirational event for anyone with a passion for making 
or playing music. All abilities. All genres.
Guitars I Drums I Sound technology I Music production I Unplugged I 
See top live acts I Meet iconic musicians I Learn new techniques I 
Buy the latest gear I Demo the coolest kit I Beginners' workshops I 
Exclusive masterclasses I IOOs of exhibitors I 1000s of products

EXCITING j INTERACTIVE j UNMISSABLE
www.londonmusicshow.com

E London 
Mwic Show
8-10 October I ExCeL London

http://www.londonmusicshow.com
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Equipment supports
Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes

Choice

Price CommentsBadge Product

Atacama Equinox 409 Stable, modulardesign with style and excellent bass transients 81 5?^? . 4 , Gto 217

• Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46,35 3 MDF 302

• Aurios Classic Bearing feet 230 A widely versatile set of three isolation feet for most hi-fi kit, except suspended turntables Metal 302

• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 I solation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit 40x25 Metal 311

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 60,42 4 Glass 293

Custom Design Milan 509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail . 5? 48,39 4 Glass 302

• Hi-Fi Racks Podium 500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 59.5 Wood 320

• Isonoe Isolation feet 98 Aset of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kit like turntables Al 327

Partington Minim 470 Adds its own character to rock, but to the detriment of acoustic sounds 78 45.3! y. . 5. G^ 302

• Quadraspire QX25 Support 25 Beautifully simple design, cheap and easy to use. Excellent with CD players /^c 327

• RussAndrewsTorlyte Platform 146 This unassuming platform can be a godsend, cleaning away mid/treble muddle from the sound 8 48,36 : 1 'Wei3?2.

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very lightTorlyte: a touch of added warmth is itsonlyvice 68 54,49 : 4 To^ 240

• Townshend VSSS 1,380 This attractive Seismic Sink retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality 76 35,50 4 Glass 273

Equipm
ent supports ! Speaker stands

Speaker stands
Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys
Badge Product Price Comments

Anvil Sound Display Stand • ri' As As- As- looks available-sound is clear and ¡> . .

• Custom Design RS300

Custom Design SQ404

• Partington Ansa 60

• Partington Dreadnought BS

Partington Heavi II

110 An attractive stand whose lack of coloration suits it to high-resolution systems

220 Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance

119 Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent

299 Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can offer

499 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps s > o c l Ass ve ry c red s 2 bass and upper frequencies

1'"-0/ K
As('As

X V
It. % As

As 'As %& %. ‘
"v % As As "'6<>

50 20,17 : • 1 293

56 16,5,18 • 1 281

61 18,16-3 : • 4 283

62 18,15 • 4 232

62 17,23 • i Í 5 309

53 31,22 • 6 287

HEiGHT(CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE(CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). 
Single figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). FLLABL The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed 
to bolt-together construction. NUMBER Of SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OFLEGS That support the stand. SHELFTYPI Material 
that shelves are made of.

HFC TOP PICKS

Quadraspire QX25 Support £25
Fashioned from two identical pieces of acrylic 
sheet that slide together, these feet create a very 
impressive degree of isolation

Partington Dreadnought BS £300
Probably the best speaker stand you can buy for 
the money - heavily engineered and backed up 
with sound theory, the Dreadnought is real class

Townshend VSSS £1,380
Although not cheap, Max Townshend's skillfully 
engineered rack nears the ideal in terms of isolation 
and spending more doesn't really bring big gains

Equipment Racks www.standanddeliver.com

Customer Helpline

0845 460 6006

Plasma Stands 
LCD Stands 
TV Stands 
Hi-Fi Stands 
Speaker Stands

Stand & Deliver
The Home Of Audio Visual Furniture

The UK's AV Furniture Superstore 
24 Hour Despatch

Stand & Deliver

Equipment Rackswww.standanddeliver.com

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.standanddeliver.com
http://www.standanddeliver.com


SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice 
today and get a mains 
filter worth over £50!
Get a Russ Andrews ‘The Silencer’ mains filter and save 15% off the the 
cover price when you subscribe for just £11 per quarter by Direct Debit

Solutions for better music & movies
www.russandrews.com

n tn

GIFT 
WORTH 

£50!

“The Silencer does 
just that-banish 
pops and clicks from 
noisy appliances 
once and for all.” 
Dan George, Editor

Howto 
order

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/PO75 
Call08448482852 quote code PO75
Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm 
Or fill in the form opposite and return by Freepost

myfavourite 
magazines.co.uk122 Hi-F Choice JULY 2010

http://www.russandrews.com
http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/PO75
magazines.co.uk


SUBSCRIPTIONS

Why subscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice?
• Receive a Russ Andrews mains 

filter worth over £50!
• Save 15% off the cover price
• Never miss an issue
• AU 13 issues delivered straight 

to your door

About The Silencer 
from Russ Andrews
The Silencer from Russ Andrews does two 
things. Firstly, it protects your equipment 
from the performance-degrading effects 
of mains spikes and surges and, secondly, 
it filters out unwelcome mains noise that 
comes from other household electronic 
equipment - even your hi-fi itself!
• Noise reduction up to 70dB
• Compact size

Solutions for better music & movies

Visit www.russandrews.com for more 
information about Russ Andrews products

Overseas 
subscriptions 
If you live outside the UK, please call 
+441858438794for our latest prices

UK PRICING
D I'd like to pay £11.00 per quarter by Direct Debit and 

receive my Russ Andrews The Silencer mains filter

PERSONAL DETAILS
.Title Forenam e

Sur name Address• • ... * - . • •>•>••••<•• ••>•■)■•••> >■ • >■ • ■ ■ ■ • ■

f 'ostcode.

Teleph<Jne.
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HI-FI CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group 
companies containing news, special offers and product and service information, please include your 
email and mobile no. below.

Email

Mobile no,
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you 
relevant information about their products or services by email Oor SMS O

PAYMENT DETAILS

Dl would like to pay by Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my Russ Andrews The 
Silencer mains filter (please complete the Direct Debit form below)
(I understand that £11.00 will be debited from my account every quarter)

®
DIRECT 
Debit

Originator's Identification 
Number

768195 Future
MEDIA WITH PASSION

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits

To the Manager (Bank name)

Address

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Branch sort code

Bank/Building Society 
account number

Ref No (Office use nr iiv!

Sfgnaturl!{s)

Pate.............

Pos tcode>■>!■■ (••>.•■•.

Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction 
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will be passed electronically 
to my bank or building society.

POST YOUR ORDER

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:

HI-FI CHOICE subscriptions, 
Freepost RLSC-SXSE-SKKT, 
Unit 4, Tower House, Sovereign Park, 
Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire, LE16 9EF

I OFFER CODE PO75 I OFFER ENDS 30 J UNE 2010
|| Direct Debit and free gift offer only available to UK subscribers
TIRMSAND CONDfTIONS: This is a UK^only offer open to new subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. You will receive 13 
issues per year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. Gifts are subject to availability. We reserve the right to send you 
an alternative gift of a similar value if this gift runs out. Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts. Your subscription will start 
with the next available issue. If at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in 
writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive relevant information 
about products or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by post Oor te!ephoneO Please tick 
here if you do NOT wish us to pass your details to carefully selected companies to enable them to contact you about their 
products or services by post Oor telephone 0 Details of Direct Debit guarantee available on request.

□ myfavourite 
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Kronos

FOCAL

SPENDOR

MOON

AYON

CODA

EMILLE

TRIANGLE

SRM

BLADELIUS

PURE SOUND

LEEMA

ATLAS

ELECTROCOMPANIET

FURUTECH

MARANTZ

YAMAHA

□ENON

KEF

DALi

ORACLE

BOULDER

PRO-JECT

PALMER

SRM

ORTOFON

SME
AT

ROKSAN ^^w.kronosav.comBEL CANTO

MUSICAL 
FIDELITY

FREE
Airport Pickup

CUSTOM 
ELECTRONIC

DESIGN & 
INSTALLATION 
ASSOCIATION

02887753606
SALES@KRONOSAV.COM

FREE 
Demonstration

FREE
Fl ig hts

CE i'IA

All products or systems up 
to £1500 
Available on 12 months 
Interest free Credit.
Example
Leema Stream CO 
Player £1270.00
10% Deposit £127.00 
term 12 months
Monthly payments £114.30
• subject to terms/ 

conditions
‘written details on request

All products or systems up 
to £5000 
Available on 24 months 
Interest free Credit.
Example
Coda CSIb Integrated 
amplifier £4999.00 
10% Deposit £500.00 
term 24 months
Monthly payments £187.45 
• subject to terms/ 

conditions
• written details on request

All products or systems 
over £5000 
Available on 36 months 
Interest free Credit.
Example
Focal Diablo Utopia 
Speakers EBCOO.OO 
10% Deposit £800.00 
term 36 months
Monthly payments £200.00
• subject to terms/ 

conditions
■written details on request

w.kronosav.com
mailto:SALES@KRONOSAV.COM
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>try
■ IB AhmmB

oundlocation
because cables are 
highly system dependent, 
soundlocation has a wide 
portfolio of cables from Siltech 
and MIT, which you can try 
before you buy.

soundlocation offers a 
trial service by mail, home 
demonstration or in our own 
studio on systems at different 
price levels from Accuphase, 
Amphion and Astintrew.

visit our website or phone to 
find more details.

07973-253136
www.soundlocation.co.uk

Since 1967

Consumers 
Choice 

Gold Award 
Winners

VICK RS H Fl

New 7,500 sq ft. Stare 
with Superb Air Conditioned Demonstration Rooms

Free Customer Car Park and Disability Access
Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* (20% deposit)

• Open 10:30am - 5:30pm • Mon to Sat

Tel: 01904 - 691600 
^^w. Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

Unit 8 Concorde Park • Amy Johnson Way
Clifton Moor • York • Y030 4^)ject to status

Atacama 
Audiolab 
Audioquest 
Chord 
Cyrus 
Dali 
Fatman 
KEF 
Marantz 
Michell 
Mission
MJ Acoustics 
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt-Short 
NAD 
Opera 
Ortofon 
Pathos 
Pickering I 
Pioneer 
Primäre 
Pro-Ac 
Project 
QUAD 
REL 
Roksan 
Shanling 
SME 
Sonos 
Sugden 
TEAC 
Trichord 
Van Den Hui 
Wharfedale 
Yamaha

and lots more.

Quality Hi-Fi Separates from £100 to £10,000 
with Independent Advice from Qualified Staff

http://www.soundlocation.co.uk
HiFi.co.uk
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Crescendo
at Senso

sensG
SYSTEMS

^ííav"- ..,///Hliilï H

AUDIO ANALOGUE

AUDIO ANALOGUE

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

O'B ri en Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 
020 8946 1528 or shop@obrienhifi.com 

Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

V-MM/rftrr ■ ^8* HBOS Avid

Italian Hi-Fi from 

Audio Analogue

Tel: 01872 273215 I ^^w.senso-systems.co.uk
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon St, Truro TR l 2LS

mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
systems.co.uk
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’erg.

angelsound

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

www.hifichoice.co.uk
www.mayflowersounds.co.ukwww.angelsoundaudio.co.uk

Avv^X^ywr^AuAÁ^
Keith Cheal

Kings Langley
Herts

Tel: 01923 352479

Pete Dunstan 
Scrooby 

South Yorkshire 
Tel: 01302711528

uMve, Jzan 
^vai/âS/ê a/:

^er^ec/104!

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl recnrris now stocked

www.recyclenow.com The possibilities ore endless.

Recycle your magazine and seven days later 
it could come back as your newspaper.

ate

arcam 

dynavector 

epos 

epson

l yra

naim audio

neat acoustics

nottingham

ortofon

sim2

stax

sumiko

trichord

well tempered

ipswich
w w w , $ I

signals

hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473)
g n a ! s u

6 5 5 1 7 1
k com

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.mayflowersounds.co.ukwww.angelsoundaudio.co.uk
http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.recyclenow.com
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s und Cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge
01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz michell 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project rel roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

Front End Problems?
confoci:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to com an arm and leg to get the Hcm

- listen to my : a - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects. 

\ ahe equipment re-build ervice available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

Is this your problem? Here’s your

loud too loud way loud
It’s a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible The noise floor may be audible, 
too There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive equipr

accessory 
is heartily

£39/pair - post free
01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

RE.VOX
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY RE.VOX

SERVICE
Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

I he a A. Tec hno Laav L. x mx -r ed
TTL House. Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire. MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
SALE!

Tel: 01283 702875
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF 
TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 

CARTRIDGES ANO PHONO STAGES 
INCLUDING: MICHELL, CLEARAUDIO, THORENS, 
SME, REGA, MOTH HADCOCK, WHEST AUDIO, 
GRAHAM SLEE, TRICHORD HEED, GOLDRING 
GRADO, ORTOFON, OENON KOETSU SUMIKO 

CARTRIDGE MAN, Z:fX, TRANSFIGURATION, 
BENZ MICRO AUDIO TECHNICA, LEHMANN AUDIO 

PRO-JECT AND ROKSAN
Ml gtoods are brade and fully guarai^de.

^Go are oot supplied oo approral. Fre UK deliver;
Details and prices from: Ian Harrison, 

7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK. 
Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

Get
for your

TRADING4LK -

We pay up to 

£1O,OOO 
for a used H i-F i!

For a FREE valuation visit:
www.trading4u.com/sell-home-audio

To advertise here please 

call Tony Martin on 

0207 042 4253

www.hifichoice.co.uk

http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
http://www.trading4u.com/sell-home-audio
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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WM

SOUND CINERGY WM

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire OX1O OEG

1 020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE AUDIO
Brampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey, KT1 4DA.

S 020 8943 3530
© www.infidelity.co.uk

■01743 236055
www.creative-audio.co.uk

ACOUSTICA LTD
17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH
a 01244 344227
® www.acoustica.co.uk

GRAHAMS HI-FI
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, 
London N1

SENSO SYSTEMS
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,
Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS

1!: 0870 458 4438
© www.audio-cinema.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston

Norfolk NR9 40D

a 01362 820800
© www.basicallysound.co.uk

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 ?NL

1!: 01858 432999
© www.divineaudio.co.uk

CREATIVE AUDIO
9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, Shropshire 
SY1 1EN

a 01984 624242
© www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 
CW12 3JB
a 01260 280017
© www.synergyav.co.uk

ACTON GATE AUDIO
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
Clwyd LL13 7PB

a 01978 364500
© www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE SW
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Perfect playbackIn part two of his journey, Malcolm Steward begins building a digital music library without sonic compromise
I

n this, the second column documenting my transformation from traditionalist audiophile to tech-embracing, server-adoptingmusic lover, I want to address one main difference between it and its packaged counterparts: storage, which is not always the straightforward consideration it might seem at first. Dealing with LPs and CDs is simple provided you have sufficient shelf space to accommodate them. The music is stored on theplastic discs and all the information about it that you might require is stored on the LP sleeve or in the CD insert, with some printed on the disc itself.Al you need do to maintain your library/ collection is to make sure that after playing a disc you return it to the correct piece of packaging and then place that back in the appropriate slot on the shelf. This assumes, of course, that you arrange your music in some logical order: grouped by artist, by genre, or alphabetically, perhaps.Unpackaged media, of course, also needs storage space. However, several hundred CD's worth of uncompressed music can conveniently squeeze their way onto a computer hard drive, which is smaller than a paperback novel. In truth, though, you will need a copy of any hard disks you use to store your music: it is safe to assume that at least once in your life you will experience data Joss through a hard disk failure, or 'crash' as geeks refer to such occasions.
Digital libraryFor sound quality on a par with, or better than the original compact disc version, the best storage format is lossless LPCM (Linear Pulse Code Modulation). For Windows PC users - the vast majority of people on Planet Earth - that means WAV (which is short for Waveform Audio) files. For Mac users, the equivalent is AIFE And therein lies a major problem when it comes to building a library.Unfortunately, the WAV 'container' does not officially support tags, the metadata that contains all the information about the track that a computer library needs to organise music in any logical, meaningful fashion. Imagine how difficult it would be to navigate your CD collection, if you were to throw away all your CD cases and inserts and just keep the CDs in a black rubbish bin-liner... after scraping off any information printed on the discs, of course.

There exists software that claims to tag WAVs but, in my experience, it has proven to be unreliable and inconsistent at best.I discovered this half-way through the process of manually tagging over 8,000 files. The NaimUniti that provides the music in my office would not recognise the newly tagged files consistently. Working in silence is not something I am prepared to tolerate, so I began searching for a solution.FLAC (Free Lossless Audio Codec), the format that can dramatically reduce the size of a WAV file without discarding any of its musical content came to my rescue. Archivists and record labels commonly use FLAC because, primarily, it enables them easily to recreate the original audio data. This can be done on the fly if required, although, because the conversion process can reduce sound quality, it is often better to convert the FLAC back to WAV and then play the converted WAV file. The great organisational advantage for anyone building a high-performance digital library, which is a process that I have been engaged in over the past couple of months, is that FLAC supports tags. Using DBPowerAmp - a popular choice of ripping software- to rip a CD to FLAC you are automatically presented with not only well ripped audio, but also a complete set of tags and cover art.The result is that I am finally on my way to having a truly high-quality, external, digital library that offers the convenience of iTunes and a huge amount more. The needle on my happy-meter just flickered. Hallelujah! •
DBPowerAmp: 
Lossless rips, 
cover art and 
tags. Bingo.
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Jis the former editor of Hi-Fi Review and one of the most outspoken reviewers around. He writes exclusively for Hi-Fi Choice

WHAT DO YOU THINK?Is Malcolm heading for hi-fi nirvana or a just a 'crashing' defeat?Email now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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