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AKG headphone

The best for less: high-end dreams come true with new £2,700 CD player
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Günter Pauler, Stockfisch Records on Amphion Argon3

'ww.amphion.fi | info@amphion.fi

Would you like to hear what Mr. Pauler from 

Stockfisch Records hears in his studio? Now you 

have access to the same speakers that are used 

in the recording process of some of the all time 

audiophile reference recordings.

More information on Amphion products on

www.amphion.fi

Even if Mr. Pauler feels Argon3 are the best 

nearfield speakers he has ever heard, Argon3's 

were designed to work best in normal acous

tically non-treated rooms, where most of the 

audiophiles enjoy their music.

The best nearfield speakers 
I have ever heard."

mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
ww.amphion.fi
mailto:info@amphion.fi
http://www.amphion.fi
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YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: SPEAKERS
PAUL is the UK's foremost expert on 
loudspeakers. Having worked as a speaker 
designer and reviewer for over 30 years 
Paul is internationally recognised for his 
ability to assess loudspeaker performance, 
and report on developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
JIMMY has been involved in hi-fi for over 
40 years. His knowledge of tweaking and 
optimising systems is unrivalled in the hi-fi 
industry and he brings enormous expertise 
to the pages of Hi-Fi Choice. If anyone can 
help you improve your set-up, it's him.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
RICHARD writes exclusively for HFC and 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to the 
title. As Technical Consultant, he's our 
authority on tech testing, ensuring that 
our verdicts are beyond compare.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: TROUBLESHOOTING
ED has spent the best part of decade 
selling, developing and supporting 
products from some of the biggest names 
in audio. As HFC's troubleshooter, he is on 
hand to help you answer your questions 
and help you create that perfect system.

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: PERFORMANCE AUDIO
ALVIN is an internationally respected audio 
reviewer who has contributed to a huge 
range of magazines over the years. He has 
a very full 30 years of reviewing under his 
belt and has a passion for both high
performance and high-end hi-fi.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
JASON edited Hi-Fi Choicethrough the 
Brit-pop era and relinquished the helm 
after 17 years on the title. A hi-fi addict 
since his twenties, Jason fell for the beauty 
of vinyl and has never looked back. He's 
here to help you get the best from your LPs.

MALCOLM STEWARD 
EXPERTISE: EMERGING TECH
MALCOLM is a legend in hi-fi magazine 
circles. A former editor of Hi-Fi Review he 
was one of the best-known and most 
outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He now writes exclusively for Hi-Fi 

Choice and he loves being 'back'.

We come. ..
www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 341 January 2011With its dark nights and uninviting temperatures, winter brings with it the hi-fi 'season'; a time to stay indoors with warm, glowing valve amps, a stack of CDs and shelves full ofvintage vinyl. In this, the last issue before Christmas, we've thought carefully about how to help you get the best out of both your system and your holiday time over the festive period.Richard Black has undertaken an exhaustive 
Blind-Listening Group Test on DACs - this year's hottest upgrade - giving you enough time to hint at family members for gift ideas and elsewhere, 'vinyl doctor' Simon Berkovitch has compiled an excellent guide to help you value (and sell) your surplus CDs and LPs in this ripping age of digitisation. But if you're still clinging onto physical media, then check out our exclusive review of Krell's £2,695 S-350a CD player on p56.
Dan George Editor
dan.george@futurenet.com

FUTURE PUBLISHING, 2 BA LCOMBE STREET, 
LONDON NWl 6NW +44 !0120 7042 4000

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
HI-FI CHOICE is passionate about high-fidelity. We’re 
dedicated to the very highest standards of sound 
reproduction. Our commitment is to bring you the most 
reliable, in-depth hi-fi equipment tests anywhere and 
we’re backed by the UK’s biggest technology publisher. 
Our expert writers will help you get the most from 
your hi-fi and guide you towards the best-performing 
products for your budget. Our passion is your passion.

Su^bscribe:^^w.myfavou ritemagaa^^^^k^^M^848^2852^(p30)
www.hifichoice.co.uk JANUARY 2011 llfita 3

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:dan.george@futurenet.com
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Jordan Acoustics
freephone:

0800 121 4771 / 4772
e-mail:asl<@jordanacoustics. co.uk
web:www.jordanacoustics.co.uk

SME 20/2a
This finely engineered precision turntable 
offers a new listening experience from 
your treasured vinyl and 78's. Massive 
construction, extensional damping of 
major surfaces and lack of vibration from 
moving parts ensure tightly controlled 
detailed sound and stable stereo imaging.

The Model 20/2 weighs approximately 
18,2kg and this is especially significant in 
relation to its size because i -n meeting 
the requirements of mass and stiffness 

it is density that matters, a point that is 
often overlooked , because sheer size can 
be impressive!
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Allnic H-3000
Tired of noisy, non involving phono stages that leave 
you reaching for the CD remote?

if you desire a phono stage to showcase the best of 
your cartridges virtues, then the reference H-3000 
from Allnic Audio is essential.

The H-3000 is the most musically satisfying phono 
stage in the world. LCR equalization technology, 
transformer coupled, patented Cel damping sockets 
for low microphonics, 4 tonearm inputs, balanced 
and single ended outputs and an outboard tube 
power supply that we encourage tube rolling with. 
Wonderful 4 gain level transformers allowing 22.26. 
28 and 32 db gain increments with resistive loading 
allowing use of all your cartridges! Flexibility, good 
looks, outstanding performance all in one package. 
A new standard.

ALLNIC

Transfiguration Orpheus
The Transfiguration Orpheus is the pinnacle 
of the Transfiguration range. It presents the 
music in your record grooves in the purest, 
most crystal clear way you can imagine.

Like all Transfiguration designs, the Orpheus 
incorporates an ultra-tight magnet coil 
coupling. The coils aren’t merely close: they're 
literally inside the ring magnet, with coil- 
magnetic proximity of only a few thousandths 
of an inch. With dynamic mass minimised and 
coil saturation eliminated, Transfiguration 
cartridges maintain extremely fast and 
accurate response to groove movements.

The Orpheus features a boron cantilever, 
newly developed for a natural sound, a low- 
mass Ogura PA stylus tip. and ultra grade 7N 
copper coils.

Transfiguration

Ask about our special packages on tonearms, cartridges and phono stages when purchasing your turntable.

co.uk
http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
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tel web email 01592 744 801
www.jordanacoustics.co.uk 
mcintosh@jordanacoustics.co.uk

Distributed exclusively in the UK by Jordan Acoustics.
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COVER STORY
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Beautiful Systems: Exclusive! New Denon deck
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Audiofile
All the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

SOURCE

MUTE - VOLUME +

O
ne year after its widely 
reported decision to 
abandon the production of 

CD players, Linn is adding more soil 
to CD’s grave with the release of the 
new Akurate range.

The products include the Akurate 
DS streamer, the Kontrol preamplifier, 
a matching power amplifier and 
loudspeaker range. All utilise the 
same restyled casework featuring a 
machined front panel, thicker top 
plate and new feet. The feet are 
actually taller than before, which 
means that Linn has been able to 
move the power switches to the front 
underside, while making the units 
slimmer looking. The units also 
incorporate Linn’s Dynamik switch
mode power supply system.

The DS builds on the specification 
of the previous Akurate. It supports 
the full range of formats, both 
compressed and uncompressed, 
as well as an upgraded clock for 
better data regulation. A digital 
output is also included for the 
first time. Decoding is via a pair

of DACs ‘selected for their 
musicality’ into either balanced
or unbalanced outputs.

The Kontrol preamp is designed
to complement the DS and supports 
both balanced and unbalanced inputs. 
Linn has put considerable effort into 
the suppression of crosstalk and 
cable-induced RFI.

As well as a very sophisticated 
input selection system, the Kontrol 
also removes the power and ground 
from all inputs not in use at the time. 
And while Linn may have abandoned 
the CD, vinyl is still supported with 
a moving magnet and moving coil 
phono stage.

The matching power amp makes use 
of Linn’s Chakra ultra linear power 
amplifier technology, to produce 111 
watts into eight ohms, rising to 200 
watts into four ohms.

The Akurate speakers benefit from 
an improved base and a choice of two 
new wood finishes in polished and 
unpolished form, with a choice of 
over 200 lacquered finishes available 
to special order •

8 ltfi Choice JANUARY 2011 www.hifichoice.co.uk
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AUDIOFILE

Linn's new line-up
Full revamp for Linn range includes improved media 
streamer and new amplifiers
PRICE: £3,250-4,500
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 0141 307 7777
WEB: LINN.CO.UK Linn is adding more soil to the 

grave of CD with the release of 
the new Akurate range

LINN
It SLEEP

LINN - SOURCE + SLEEP

D S

f

I •

AUX

•CONTROL

LINN
ACTIV LIFESTYLE

E

LINN HAS long championed the active 
loudpeaker concept and theAkurate 
components are able to function in 
this manner. Once set up as an active 
system, the crossover is placedin front 
ofthepoweramplfication, which means 
that each driver is driven directly by an 
amplification channel.

Linn argues that this is better 
configured to handle feedback from 
the speakers and the changes that 
result in performance through 
component temperature change.

www.hifichoice.co.uk JANUARY 2011 llfllfc 9
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T+A
HiFi designed and built in Germany

BEST BUY

T+A products embody eve1ything you expect from 
German manufacturing, but the development process 
is extraordinary.

'W
— —

Brothers In Arms

The Power Plant is a powerful integrated amplifier 
that simply exudes power and offers wonderful sound.

This Power Plant delivers 2 x 240 Watts per channel 
(4 Ohm) and also includes the unique T+A build quality.

HIFI
magazine

Driven by physicists, T+A have pioneered many 
ground-breaking concepts, meaning you can enjoy some 
of the finest sounding hi-fi in the world.

HHICHOICE 
magaime

The Music Player combines a CD player, together 
with the ability to stream music from a computer. 
Features include a streaming client, high end CD player, 
iPod interface, digital inputs, internet radio and FM 
radio. The Music Player is a versatile and exceptional 
source component.

For further information on these two exciting brands contact: 
AUDYUS DistributionTelephone: +44 (0)1480 270550 Web: www.audyus.co.uk Email: sales@audyus.co.uk

http://www.audyus.co.uk
mailto:sales@audyus.co.uk


Audio

Titanic effort
Cabasse unveils remarkable €80,000
VOceanloudspeaker

Cabasse has announced its first 
full digital loudspeaker 
system, in the shape of the 

remarkable-looking L'Ocean.
This stunningly designed speaker 

makes use of both the amazing 
aesthetics and the three-way coaxial 
drive unit of the flagship La Sphere. 
This driver is then mated to an all-new 
380mm honeycomb dome woofer in 
an arrangement that places all four 
drivers on axis.

The four drivers are powered by 
an impressive 2,250 watts of 
amplification per speakci This is 
divided in increments between the 
drivers, ranging from 250 watts for the 
tweeter to 1,000 watts for the bass 
driver. L'Ocean then makes use of the 
CRCS (Cabasse Room Compensation 
System). This, according to Cabasse, 
' enables easy automatic adaptation of 
the loudspeaker's response to the 
acoustics of the room through 
parametric modules' - which simply 
means that the L'Ocean can be tuned 
to the behaviour of a room with 
considerable accuracy

PRICE: €80,000 AVAllABLE: EARLY 2011 
CONTACT: 01224 585713 WEB: CABASSE.COM/EN

A bigger Bang
BANG & OWFSEN has just launched 
the BeoSound 8 dock. Designed to be 
equally at home with the iPad as well as 
the iPod Touch or iPhone, the BeoSound 8 
also features USB and analogue line 
inputs for increased ftexibiUty.

In order to offer consistently strong 
performance, the BeoSound 8 makes 
use of a three-position 'manual room 
adaptation switch', which allows for 
flexible placement in various sized 
spaces. Additionally, there's a wall 
bracket option and black and silver 
finishes are also available, along with a 
selection of fabric driver covers in 
various colours.

The twin-driver enclosures contain 
a five-inch mid-bass driver and a three- 
quarter-inch tweeter, powered by the 
now traditional Bang & Olufsen 
class D amplification.

PRICE: £895 AVAILABLE: NOW 
^^ACT:+ 45 96 845 100 
WEB: BANG^OLUFSEN.COM

PRICE: £464-£6,599 AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 07517 889738 WEB: AUDIOSANCTUM.CO.UK

Cayin Audio products have 
been available in Europe for 
some time now, but thanks to 

Audio Sanctum, they are now available 
to buy in the UK.

The range is entirely valve-based and 
comprises integrated and pre/power 
amplifiers, CD players, tuners and a 
very intriguing-looking all-in-one radio.

While many of the models are of a 
conventional open-chassis type, there 
are also the retro-looking, wood-chassis 
amps and CD player (pictured). Look 
out for reviews here in the pages of 
Hi-Fi Choice.

Cayin and able
Full range of valve amplifiers, CD players and tuners comes to the UK

Triple celebration
TRIANGLE has decided to 
celebrate thirty years in 
audio with limited edition 
versions of the Antal and 
Comete loudspeakers. 
Finished in an elegant 
piano black, the speakers 
also feature considerable 
internal revisions. These 
include a solid-aluminium 
tweeter horn from the 
Magellan series, detailed 
improvements to both the 
midrange and bass drivers 
and upgraded wiring in the 
pursuit of higher overall 
performance over the 
non-anniversary models.

PRICE: £999^ 1,899
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 0033 323 753 821
WEB: TRIANGLE.FR.COM/EN

www.hifichoice.co.uk JANUARY 2011 M Choice 11
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Award Winning Amplifier
O^UB

INPUTS
PHONES

New 6 XPd
Integrated amplifier & digital system hub

The Cyrus 6 XP integrated amplifier continues to outperform its rivals and has won the What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision 2010 Stereo Amplifier 'Product of the Year' award for the second year running. To celebrate this phenomenal success we are proud to launch the new 6 XPd.The 6 XPd has all of the features and legacy of the 6 XP but also benefits from five digital inputs that include a USB port. This DAC enhanced amplifier means that you can play music directly from a PC or MAC. Simply connect your co mputer to the USB socket on the amplifier and you can enjoy the convenience of great sounding music directly from your PC musi c library.

Cyrus DACs are arguably the best in the world and provide 
a stunning hi-fi solution for many digital sources including 
CD players, digitally stored music, video game consoles and 
set-top boxes to name but a few. For more information 
visit www.cyrusaudio.com

IfiigiH

« *

AWARDS 2010

BEST CO POWER (2000-
CYRUS CD Xt SE./DAC X./PSX-R «2

PRODUCT Of THE TEAR

CYRUS 6 XP

Cyrus 8 XP, November '09CD 8 SE CD player of the year

SOUND AND VISION

WHAT HI Fl?

Did You Know
If you already own one of our integrated amplifiers, 
our flexible upgrade philosophy means that you can 
upgrade your current amplifier to one of our latest 
DAC enhanced models.

IM 
2009

SE technology award SE CD player of the year

SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2009
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
CYRUS 6 XP

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
CD PLAYERS

CYRUS CD 6 SE

HIFiD
Duy 2009

AWARDS 2009
CD PLAYERS

BEST CD PLAYER £1000 - £1500
CYRUS CD 8 SE

AWARDS 2009
CD PLAYERS

BEST CD PLAYER £1500.CYRUS CO XT SE/DAC X
STEREO AMPLIFIERS

B£SlSTUEOAMPUflERHOOOfl5OO
CYRUS 8 XP D

Designed manufactured and supported in England by Cyrus.
For the latest news on products or to download a brochure, please visit www.cyrusaudio.com 

Cyrus sales 01480 435577

http://www.cyrusaudio.com
http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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PURE's digital iPod dock breaks new price and 
tech ground at just £75 for a hi-fi transport

PURE hi-fi 
heaven
PURE has drastically lowered 

the price of digital iPod 
transports with the launch of its 

i-20, a dock with the all-important 
optical and coaxial outputs for 
connection to an external DAC.

It also goes a stage further in 
extracting a digital signal from an 
iPod for conversion via an onboard 
Cirrus 4353 24-bit/192 KHz DAC, 
with high-precision, low jitter clock. 
This delivers 'true hi-fi audio 
performance levels', including 
signal-to-noise and distortion 
measurements. This outputs via a 
pair of RCA phono outputs.

The i-20 offers a full range of 
video output options as well, 
including a composite video plug, 
S-video and component video 
via dedicated cables.

Finally, as might be expected, the 
i-20 is fully controllable via 
a supplied handset.

PRICE: £75 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 0845 148 9001 WEB: PURE.COM

Roths child
ROTH AV has announced a complete 
revision to its Oli speaker range. 
The five models keep the same 
competitive pricing as their 
predecessors, but offer a number 
of changes for improved performance.

The range includes the standmount 
OlilO and 0Li20 and the ftoorstanding 
Oli 30, 40 and 50 models. All feature 
Roth's proprietary DALtech. According 
to Roth, DALtech 'aims to eliminate 
distortion caused by the speaker's 
own energy, with the strategic 
placement of acoustic damping 
within the speaker cabinet.'

Another interesting feature of the 
range-topping Oli50, is the use of a 
50mm ribbon tweeter for high- 
frequency work, which is rarely seen 
in speakers at this price point.
The entire Oli range is also available 
in a choice of black or birds-eye 
maple finishes.

PRICE: £109-£799 AVAllABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 07534 026939
WEB: ROTH.CO.UK

Student sounds
£200 amp joins TEAC entry-level range

TEAC has announced the A-R630 integrated 
stereo amplifier, an ideal partner to the 
T-R650DAB tuner we reviewed in HFC 340.

The amp has an impressive spec for the £200 asking 
price, including 50 watts per channel, full remote 
operation, four line inputs, two tape loops, a phono 
stage and bypassable tone and balance controls.

PRICE: £200 AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 0845 130 2511 WEB:TEAC.CO.UK

TEAC

^^w.hifichoice.co.uk JANUARY 2011 lifiChoice 13
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Audio
NEWS IN BRIEF
A selection of news-breaking 
stories on everything hi-fi

•MICHELL has announced a limited 
edition Gyrodec. Only 99 Gyro 
SEduction's will be built. They feature 
an all-black finish and a unique clamp.
michell-engineering.co.uk/

Monos for less
MonoPulse now more affordable than ever with new compact range

MonoPulse has 
been hard at 
work creating 

a new entry-level product 
to widen the overall 
appeal of its entire range.

The Model C is a compact 
shelf or standmount 
loudspeaker - the first 
from the company. The 

profile is still relatively large 
for a standmount design at 
46cm tall, but within this 
enclosure is the same 
ferrofluid-cooled, silk-dome 
HF unit, as included in the 
more expensive MonoPulse 
models. This is partnered with 
kevlar cone 135mm MF/LF 
units with four-layer voice coils.

Monopulse d^aims considerable 
power handling of 250 watts 
and it says 'all the Monopulse 
soundstage realism.'

The hand-built enclosures 
are available in sixty different 
colour combinations, that 
should allow the Model C 
to blend aesthetically into 
most environments.

• RUSS ANDREWS has upgraded the 
Reference and Signature Superkord to 
include Sawyers Disc techology, which 
should farther reduce RFI interference. 
russandrews.com

• ARMOUR HOME has just launched 
the world's smallest internet radio, the 
Q2. Featuring no controls, the Q2 is 
controlled by tilting or rotating the unit.
q2radio.co.uk

•KIMBER'S new range of Hero 
interconnects are available in copper, 
hybrid and silver versions and 0.5 and 
one-metre lengths.
russandrews.com

•PROAGOLD has expanded its range of 
iPod and iPad cabling. The PROI 2302 is 
designed to offer high-^rfonnance quality 
when connected to external systems.
profigold.com

PRICE: £995 AVAllABLE: NOW CONTACT: 07785 558238 WEB: MONOPULSE.CO.UK

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Phil Hansen, of Red Sheep Communications, lists his favourites

VAN HALEN 
1984
I was 15 and on holiday 
intheUSAwhen)ump 
and Panama were being 
played non-stop on the 
radio. It's the album 
that first got me into 
rock music and I haven't 
looked back since.

IRON MAIDEN
SEVENTH SON OF A 
SEVENTH SON 
For me the pinnacle 
of this seminal 
band's career. It is the 
culmination of 
all that went before 
and everything fits 
together perfectly.

ELBOW
SELDOM SEEN KID 
A band many years 
in the making that 
slogged away, never 
quite making it until 
this album won the 
Mercury music prize 
hit and then they 
were everywhere.

MARILUON
HAPPINESS IS THE 
ROAD, VOL 2 
Not the band you 
think they are! Superb 
musicians who write 
beautifully crafted 
songs. Listen to 
Happiness.^ and have 
your views changed.

14 lifiCChoicee JANUARY 2011 ^^w.hifichoice.co.uk
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INNOVATORS IN SOUND

a class above
With the same innovations as KEF's revolutionary Concept Blade 

technology showcase, the all-new Q Series from KEF performs 
like speakers from a higher price class in terms of realism, 

musicality and off-axis dispersion.

Q Series

All new Uni-Q 

array.Sweet, spacious and true, wherever you sit
A large vented tweeter in the centre 
of the bass/midrange driver, with a 
'tangerine' waveguide and unique 
Z-flex surround to combine unrivalled 
dispersion with generous travel for 
the aluminium MF/LF cone.

Advanced bass 
technologies.Deeper, tighter and more accurate bass
Inside the fashionably rectilinear 
cabinets, the new bass driver 
combines a rigid superlight cone with 
a massive vented magnet assembly 
and an oversized voice coil for 
exceptional sensitivity and 
distortion-free power handling.

Total system 
design.

A holistic approach, with no compromises.
These advanced new drivers 
only need first order crossovers, 
maximising fluency and transparency, 
and KEF's legendary attention to 
detail extends from innovations for 
easier bi-wiring to environment
friendly finishes.

GP Acoustics (UK) Limited, Eccleston Road.Tovil. Maidstone, Kent. ME15 6QR UK 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1622 672261 Fax: +44 (0) 1622 750653 www.kef.com

http://www.kef.com


show report
SALON HI-FI 2010, PARIS

Salon Hi-Fi
2010,Paris
Alvin Gold is more excited than a visitor to 
the Moulin Rouge, given the entertainment 
on offer at this year's Paris Salon Hi-Fi show

he successor to 
the Festival du Son, 
the Salon Hi-Fi Home 
Cinema show is now

well established at the Pullman 
Paris Rive Gauche ex-Sofitel hotel. 
The show was well attended and 
there was plenty to see and enjoy 
from some of the world's best- 
known hi-fi brands.

If you wanted valve amps, horn 
speakers and all things vinyl, they 
were there in their usual profusion, 
but there was also plenty of 
impressive hi-tech kit too, ranging 

from iPod accessories to full-on 
multiroom systems, much of it 
being wireless.

What did stand out, however, 
was the sheer range of talent 
on show, as well as the French 
ability to make hi-tech a part 
of everyday life. It's a success 
story for which the Salon 
Hi-Fi show remains unrivalled 
throughout Europe. It may be a 
simple geographical factor, but 
lots of French hi-fi has found favour 
with UK audiophiles in the past. 
Perhaps we're not too dissimilar?

O TRIANGLE COLOR RANGE
To fit in with the new look 
Colar loudspeaker range, this 
standmount is small, affordable 
- and colourful. It weighs 4.Skg, 
handles up to 100 watts and 
pushes out decibels by the bucket
load, thanks to its 90dB sensitivity. 
It could also become a very convincing 
and slightly upmarket entry in the 
Wharfedale Diamond category.

We suggested to the Triangle 
technical team that they consider a 
self-powered version, that could be 
connected to a computer, like the 
Bowers and Wilkins MM-1.

"Valve amps, horn 
speakers and 
all things vinyl, 
were there in their 
usual profusion."

O WATERFALL SERIO
France-based glass loudspeaker 
specialist Waterfall was showing its 

smallest loudspeaker yet, the 
Serio (above right), which slots 
in below the well-established 
Hurricane and generates 
surprisingly credible noises when 
it's not being driven too hard from 
its diminutive 125x125 x85mm 
frame. Weight is a mere 1kg and 
it has a glass main structure. It's 
also available in black, white or 
silver, as well as in 2.1 channel 
or 5.1 channel combinations.

O STORMAUDIO V35 ANDVSS
StormAudio is a French 
manufacturer of that most elusive 
and rare of beasts - technically 
innovative amplifiers. Central to 
the story is StormFocus analogue 
circuitry which claims to eliminate 
phase distortions endemic with 
most amplifiers. The sound can 
be very effectively fine-tuned with 
the StormFocus control on the 
back panel.

Different power levels are 
available (2 x 70 watts or 2 x 170 
watts) and they're available in a 
choice of attractive finishes.
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show report
SALON HI-FI 2010, PARIS

O SOLEDGE MAESTRO AND TENOR
Gorgeous and undeniably elegant 
hi-tech, as only the French know 
how. The Maestro is a wireless 
setver with a built-in motorised tip- 
up hinged screen. Internal storage 
is SOOGB and all the usual bells 
and whistles are included, such as 
a powerful search facility.

The Tenor is the matching 
wireless receiver and 100-watt 
power amplifier that is designed 
to stand vertically adjacent to your 
speakers. Distribution is currently 
being planned for 2011 and prices 
are still to be confirmed.

O LEEDH C ACOUSTICAL BEAUTY
Given this speaker's bizarre 
appearance, it actually sounds 
much better than one might 
expect. The result of an unusual 
cross-fertilisation between an ex- 
Audax engineer and the University 
of Maine, it's a clean sheet product 
in which most of the traditional 

loudspeaker design paradigms 
have been ditched in favour of a 
motor assembly based around 
rare earth magnets (conventional 
designs use hysteresis inducing 
iron pole pieces). The speaker is 
modular and can be upgraded with 
additional bass modules.

O MICROMEGA AS-400
Attracting considerable interest 
at the show, this new model 
from Micromega is based on the 
established IA-400 amplifier, 
with the addition of Airstream 
wireless streaming technology 
which has been re-engineered 
from the ground up for this model.

Although still based on the 
core functionality of Apple's 
Airport Express, the claim is 
all-round improved audio 
performance across the host 
network, with improvements 
made to the power supply, the 
main module, the master clock 
and the analogue circuits south 
of the D/A.

O ACCUPHASE DP-510, E-560 AND T-1100
Accuphase is one of those brands 
that is widely acknowledged as 
producing kit of a high standard, 
but for some unaccountable 
reason it has always eluded the 
prominence it deserves, or gets in 
some other countries.

Here is a trio of characteristic 
models: the DP-510 is a high
grade no-frills CD player; the 
E-560is a Class A amplifier with 
a MOSFET output stage; while 
the T-1100 is a purist FM tuner 
of sophisticated design. They 
are not, however, not currently 
available in the UK.
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O CLASSE CT-M600
One of the first Classe products 
in recent years to breakaway 
from the familiar smoothly 
rounded format with one-piece 
facia and side panels, the CT- 
M600 is a 600-watt audiophile 
monoblock designed for flexible 
rack-mounting and is aimed at 
the custom-install market. It is 
fitted with a 'noiseless' fan as 
heat management can be an 
issue with rack-mounted 
amplifiers. A Delta range version 
with the familiar rounded 
casework will follow.

O CLASSE CT-SSP AND 
CLASSE CT-5300
Classe's new CT-SSP preamp 
stroke processor and the CT- 
5300 multichannel power amp 

should be of interest to anyone 
on the market for high-grade 
multichannel, including audio 
discs recorded with Dolby True 
HD or DTS Master Audio.

11 is essentially an upgraded 
SSP-800, but in more conventional 
packaging (conventional for 
anyone except Classe that is), 
but with the same internal LCD 
screen which makes light work of 
system set up.

The matching CT5300 is a similar 
repackaging exercise and there 
will be Delta series versions very 
soon, with the familiar smoothly 
rounded casework.

O KEF MUON AND NEW 
SERIES UNl-Q
KEF had a prominent role atthe 
Paris show, headlined by the

fabulous Muon loudspeaker 
(10 b) static display and more 
significantly in the real world 
by the latest iteration on the 
Uni-Q theme featured in the 
new Q series.

The design centres on ideas, 
derived in part from technologies 
developed during the long- 
running KEF Project Blade 
programme - a search for the 
ultimate speaker design.

Principal claims revolve 
around enhanced power 
handling, new surrounds, 
driver resonances postponed 
to higher frequencies and 
minimalist low order crossovers

- all designed to add up to better 
sound quality.

G JBL PROJECT ARRAY
JBLwas drawing on its public 
address credentials with this 
hard-hitting speaker. It's not meant 
to be the polite face of reproduced 
audio, but to reproduce the scale 
and excitement long available to 
its professional customer base 
in a firm just barely tamed for 
use in the home.

Project Array speakers are 
available in various configurations 
for different requirements, 
bought to you by the team 
responsible for the K2.
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LEEMA ACOUSTICS

Audiostyle n. hi-fi equipment 
that looks and feels as good as it sounds

Award Winning Hi-Fi

Please visit leema-acoustics.com to ind your nearest dealer

Q Visit: www.leema-acoustics.com

Q Phone: +44 (0)1938 811900

Q; Email: info@leema-acoustics.com

acoustics.com
http://www.leema-acoustics.com
mailto:info@leema-acoustics.com
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Triangle's 
first marketed 
loudspeaker, 
the1180

$ VIENNA ACOUSTICS KLIMT SERIES THE MUSIC
Named after the painter, this the 
impressive senior stereo model 
in the Reference Klimt series. It's 
known simply as The Music and 
gave a great account of itself in an 
admittedly large, impressive room. 
With its revolutionary Flat-Spider 
cone midrange and silk dome 
tweeter, the speaker is time- 
aligned across the whole audio 
band and is technically innovative 
in other ways, too. Sadly, however, 
its availability in the UK is far 
from widespread.0 OPERA CONSONANCE CYBER-100 SIGNATURE
One of the highlights of the 
many species of valve 
amplification on offer at the 
show is this beer-budget 
model, whose low pricing is 

attributable to the fact that it is 
manufactured in China. The 
Cyber 100 boasts a 2 x 40-watt 
output using Chinese-made 
300B clones and five line 
inputs. It gives every 
appearance of being well made 
and finished - though looks 
may not tell the whole story.© OPERA CONSONANCE DROPLET
More from this Chinese-made, 
high-value brand is this striking 
Droplet CD player. We tested the 
Mini Droplet in HFC332 and it 
remains one of the best-looking 
players for the money. It has 
a Delta Sigma 24-bit /192kHz 
upsampling DAC, aswellas a 
balanced XLR and a single-ended 
output from its fully balanced valve 
output stage. It is also available in 
a choice colours and finishes.

Although a number of the products 
that we've touched upon in this 
report are not currently available in 
the UK, Frenchdealers are only 
a short hop away by Eurostar. 
In fact,some audiophiles already 
source certain brands from 
northern France and even Belgium, 
in preference to buying from the 
'trickier' distributors in Britain.

The Paris show is just as easy to 
access with an atmosphere that's 
quietly confident, even though 
there's no escaping the fact that 
the industry isn't finding it easy 
going right now.

Fortunately, there was plenty 
of innovation and, being French, a 
lot of emphasis on contemporary 
style and design. Hi-tech and novel 
technology was also showcased 
impressively - again a typical 
French way -the StormAudio 
amplifiers being a case in point. •
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Truth

Hand-built by a small 

specialist designers our 

technical and arrestingly

team of 

gloriously 

beautiful

Platinum PL100 loudspeaker will give 

you a deeper emotional contact with 

every performance.

From almost forty years of adventure 

and innovation, a way to become 

more intimate with music.

SERI
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CD) MONITOR AUDIO
design for sound

Please visit: monitoraudio.co.ukTelephone: 0800 0352 032

monitoraudio.co.uk


ECLIPSE
c8

FUJITSU TEN

Buy a set of five speakers with the same front 

three and we’ll make one of them half price. 

Another great sounding reason to enjoy every 

second at the centre of the action.

ECLIPSE TD SERIES
Just for the pure performance.

Eclipse TD (UK) Ltd +44 (0)20 7328 4499 www.eclipse-td.net

http://www.eclipse-td.net


OPINION
TECHNOLOGY

A bit part
Richard Black looks at music at its most fundamental level, as 
humble ones and zeros before the transition to analogue

n our Blind-listening Group Test last month (HFC340), we included an Arcam SACD player (CD37), which uses a DAC chip from Wolfson, capable of converting either PCM (CD) or DSD (SACD) digital audio formats into analogue in their native mode. In this month's 
Opinion column, we feel this subject deserves a little more exploration.PCM (Pulse Code Modulation) is the original digital audio format. 44,100 times a second (for CD), the audio signal on each channel is 'sampled' and its instantaneous value is encoded as a 16-bit 'word' of data. These words are then stored in some suitable way and presented to the DAC for conversion back to analogue. It's a very efficient system, mathematically and, in practice, can come very close to its theoretical limits of performance. There's nothing sacred about the sampling rate or word length and higher resolution audio, for instance, typically uses 96,000 samples per second at 24-bit precision, but with exactly the same basic operation.But when CD was conceived, the ADC and DAC chips all worked intrinsically to multi-bit precision, which made them very demanding for accuracy in manufacture and calibration. 16 bits translated to decimal notation is one part in 65536, which is a very high accuracy to achieve and maintain in real-world hardware.24 bits is one part in about four million, a hopeless target. Before long, chip designers realised that other ways of converting data looked more promising and 'low-bit' convertors became more common. These converted the PCM data to one-bit format, sampling at a very much higher frequency (64 or 128 times the basic sampling rate was common), but to only one-bit of precision. Using tricks, including dithering and noise-shaping, this could achieve at least as good a performance as multi-bit conversion, but without the requirements for absolute accuracy in the hardware.
Arcam's CD37 CD player. This HFC Recommended badge 
winner makes good use of its Wolfson WM8741 chip

Bit-twiddlingThe original idea of DSD (Direct Stream Digital) was to store the audio data in the one-bit format commonly used at the time for first-stage conversion from analogue, thus eliminating some 'bit-twiddling' which was needed to convert one-bit to multi-bit audio and back. So far, so good - but the irony was that by the time SACD was launched, one-bit conversion had largely bitten the dust in favour of what is sometimes called 'multi-bit sigmadelta', or more generally 'mid-bit' conversion.It stands to reason that if audio can be converted and/or stored in 16/24-bit or one-bit format, something in the middle will work too. Why not, for instance, three or four bits? Three bits is one part in eight - put another way a choice of eight different states. One manufacturer's mid-bit scheme used 11 states, or 'three-and-a-half bits' as the literature accurately, but confusingly, put it.This may seem wantonly bizarre, but there are all sorts of trade-offs here and, in practice, it turns out that mid-bit systems give a very good balance of accuracy, power consumption and more arcane matters such as idle-tone generation. The first mid-bit DAC we can recall, was from dCS (a firm whose products have consistently been at the front of the pack for technical performance), but these days it's hard to find a DAC chip that doesn't work this way.
As a result, bit-twiddling is normally required for both DSD and PCM conversion. And, in fact, it occurs in the Wolfson WM8741, the chip used in the Arcam CD37. The crucial point is that there is no intermediate PCM stage between DSD input and mid-bit conversion for the actual DAC at the core of the chip. That's all to the good, but it remains true that DACs without any sort of format conversion are now pretty much confined to maintenance or new, old stock parts. But we're not inclined to get stressed about the odd bit of number-crunching. It's a well-understood science and there are much greater ills to worry about in audio. •

When CD was 
conceived, the 
ADC and DAC 
chips all worked 
intrinsically to 
multi-bit precision, 
which made 
them very 
demanding for 
accuracy in 
manufacture 
and calibration

A musician and recording engineer, Richard 
knows a thing or two about hif - he's been 
writing about it for over two decades

WHAT [IQ YOU THINK?
Is the DAC chip the be-all and end-all of 
CD replay?

Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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::COOL GALES

We're often asked this question. At Cool Gales, we're fortunate to be able to audition a huge range of high-end hi-fi gear, from the well- known "usual suspects" to obscure exotics, from components with eye-watering price tags to those that are eminently affordable, from classic vintage gear to the latest cutting edge.Little wonder, then, that our customers frequently ask us to distil our experience, curious to know what exactly we fire up in the evening when we want to listen to music.
the amplification line-up. All units have elegant styling, coo I"ancTunders tate d. An d at our recent Bath hi-fi show, Jim introduced to the UK his first source component, the Romulus CD player, with a valve output stage. Look for the launch later this year, when reviewers again will struggle with superlatives.

Well, it will come as no surprise to frequent visitors here that Aesthetix electronics often feature in our main system. Designed and manufactured in California, Aesthetix components are based on valve (tube) technology, with microprocessor controls for ultimate configuration capability and remote control convenience. In a market where many competitors strive for high resolution above all else, sometimes painfully so, Jim White, Aesthetix founder and chief designer, manages the rarest of balancing acts: without forgoing any musical detail, he offers tone, tone, and more tone.The Aesthetix Rhea and Rhea Signature phono stages, often the starting point for our Aesthetix customers, typify the experience. The Absolute Sound described the Rhea with three words, "open," "transparent," and "uncoloured", adding that it imparts "a sense of palpability and immediacy that recalls the magic of live music."Of the Aesthetix Calypso and Calypso Signature linestages, 
Stereophi/e said simply, "That's how live music sounds."

What do you listen to? If your system beguiled at first, but now proves tiring over a evening's listening, why not give us a call on 0800 043 6710?We can arrange for an audition either here at Cool Gales or in your home. For more information, reviews, and brochure downloads, visit www.coolgales.com/aesthetix

Cool Gales, hi-fi made easy.
Give us a click. Give us a call.

www.coolgales.com 
0800 043 6710

The Victoria School House :: Bath

http://www.coolgales.com/aesthetix
http://www.coolgales.com


OPINIONTHE CUTTING EDGE
Tablets are the cure
Remote controls are boring. But what if they could reveal 
internet-levels of album and artist info? Ed SeUey looks in

v irtually everything that we review at 
HFC, barring turntables and minimalist amplifiers, is supplied with a remote control of somedescription. The remote is so ubiquitous that we will generally only comment if it is absent. Generally, a remote will be 'system-driving'. If you buy a matching amp and CD player, the handset will control both units. This has been the state of affairs for some years now but lately, it has been showing signs of change. Now remotes are being asked to do different things and perform new functions.The reason for these changes is primarily down to the arrival of the computer and the ancillary components that make use of them. Controlling these devices properly has two distinct challenges for any remote handset. The first, is that unless specifically designed, the standard method of control - infrared - may not be available. The second, is that the device itself may be tucked away and not able to provide visual or audible feedback about what it is doing. As such, the natural solution to this is the two-way remote.

Two ways about itThe two-way remote solves a number of issues and also opens up some interesting possibilities. They generally operate over Wi-Fi, which removes the need for the device to be in line of sight and able to receive IR. As devices are addressed separately, a single remote can be used to control multiple devices by selecting them respectively. Equally, as the remote is able to receive data over wireless, as well as send it, the device being controlled can supply a great deal more information about what it is doing than can be seen simply by looking at it. A good example of this sort of device is the Sanos CR200, which can control and receive feedback from a complete Sanos system. It is a breeze to use and has a solid build. Elegant as the Sanos is, the £280 cost is a significant price to pay for this functionality.There is also the problem that smaller manufacturers will be reticent about tooling-up to build such a specific device. Happily, the answer lies in turning an Apple device, be it iPod Touch, iPhone or iPad into a two-way remote. Nairn has used this to good effect on the UnitiQute (HFC 339)and other streaming devices are being supplied from the off, with their own apps.Additionally, third-party suppliers are starting to supply aftermarket control options for some of the more common devices on the market.

Perhaps, the most ambitious of these is iPeng. This is an aftermarket program that allows for control of a Squeezebox over an Apple device. It works beautifully and will supply a huge amount of additional information back to the user. I am not for a minute forgetting that the Apple devices are not being given away free, but they will, at least, perform many other functions beyond that of a two-way remote. Additionally, the Apple devices are able to control as many devices as you can download apps for. The next logical step, of course, is an App that allows for existing remote devices to be collated on a single screen for a very cohesive universal learning remote.It is the information going back to the remote that could be the key to the success of these devices going forward. Critics of downloaded and streamed media have continuously pointed out that the lack of physical album with notes, lyrics and other information is a big detractor to the concept. From a personal level, the idea of having this information available to me on an easy-to-read remote would compensate.Indeed, the idea that live albums could be complemented with video of the event and similar goodies might even eclipse the joy of a good vinyl gatefold. The idea of combining control with feedback will allow you to improve the control of your system and, in time, might recapture some of the joys of proper artwork and album information. Couch potatoes such as myself have never been happier. •
All the control you need and a far more pleasing thing to 
look at than some rubber buttons

Critics of 
downloaded and 
streamed media 
have continuously 
pointed out that 
the lack of 
physical album 
with notes, lyrics 
and other 
information is a 
big detractor to 
the concept

ED SEUEY
Ed worked in retail before joining some 
of the biggest names in the hi-fi industry 
creating and supporting audio products

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Can next-generation controls replace 
physical media?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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THE NEW AUDIOVECTOR S-SERIES. ARTISTRY MEETS ENGINEERING.
Reproducing great music and film sound 
that comes alive demands artistry - not 
just technical excellence.

To compare Audiovector's speaker 
technology in figures and statistics merely 
proves its calibre as a world-class speaker. 
But to actually listen is proof that it takes 
more than great technology to create 
something truly special.

Be in no doubt. Just listen."

Ole Klifoth, CEO & Chief Engineer, Audiovector.

e
AUDIOVECTOR

Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:info@henleydesigns.co.uk


OPINION
AUDIO ICONS

Goodmans Maxim
As the first small loudspeaker, the Goodmans Maxim altered the 

course of hi-fi history, recalls Jimmy Hughes

he wide spread use of stereophonic 
sound in the late 1950s had a 
seismic impact on the world of 
high-fidelity.. Suddenly, it was 

possible to enjoy the spatial placement of voices 
and instruments and experience a soundstage 
with genuine width and depth.

But there were downsides. Aside from added 
costs, the main stumbling block was loudspeaker 
size. In the days of single-speaker mono, most 
enthusiasts would have had a fairly large 
loudspeaker However, while one big speaker 
might have been feasible, having two was 
completely out of the question for many.

In spring 1964, Goodmans launched the 
Maxim - the first 'bookshelf high-fidelity 
loudspeaker. Created by Ted Jordan, it was an 
interesting ground-breaking design that 
effectively re-wrote the rule book; the first small 
speaker to offer a big sound. For many, it made 
stereo domestically acceptable - and affordable.

The Maxim's secret was its 'long-throw' 
bass unit which compensated for the small 
size of the bass driver and cabinet, allowing 
the cone to move back and forth over a 
considerable distance. The magnet on the 
tiny bass driver was amazingly huge and 
because of the large cone excursion, it was 
sometimes two or three times longer than usual.

This had never been done before, and it 
enabled the Maxim to deliver surprisingly deep 
powerful bass for a small speaker. Even more 
amazing, the magnet was made from Alnico - 
a material that would become scarce and 
prohibitively expensive by the end of the 1960s.

The cabinet measured just 250xl80xl30mm, 
and was a sealed 'Infinite Baffle' type.
The Maxim was probably the first hi-fi 
speaker that seriously sacrificed efficiency 
(sensitivity) to provide extended bass 
performance. Consequently, low frequencies 
went down to a creditable 45Hz.

While a single Maxim in mono wasn't terribly 
impressive, a pair of Maxims, spaced well apart 
in stereo created a broad deep soundstage that 
had surprising presence and weight. Many 
listeners - mesmerised by hearing stereo for the 
first time - judged Maxims in stereo superior to a 
bigger (and better!) single speaker in mono.

Groovy, man
On a personal note, the original Maxim was my 
first introduction to hi-fi stereo. I bought mine 
second-hand from an Austin Powers lookalike, 
living in a groovy West London bedsit around 
1970. The room had dimmed coloured lights, 
a smell of incense and a hippy chick wafting

Inside the Goodman's Maxim, the first bookshelf high
fidelity stereo loudspeaker

about in a Kaftan. Audio T's demo room it 
certainly wasn't!

I could hear music playing, but couldn't see 
any speakers. "Where are they, Man?" I enquired, 
trying to sound cool. The owner gestured to a 
bookshelf just above the bed - and there were 
my Maxims; sandwiched between rows of books! 
I paid the colossal asking price of £25, made my 
excuses and left.

Today, a pair of original working Maxims in 
good cosmetic condition might cost you between 
£300 - £350 on eBay. But, actually, the Maxim 
wasn't always so revered. In the early '70s, they 
didn't enjoy a fabled reputation - back then, you 
bought them because they were small and cheap.

The Maxim's paper cone high-frequency driver 
could sound rough and edgy and power 
handling was limited, despite needing a 
reasonably powerful amplifier due to lack of 
efficiency. Also, there were issues with the 
long-throw bass unit gradually becoming 
decentred, creating a rasping noise as the voice 
coil scraped the magnet.

But, at its best, the Maxim sounded very 
open and well balanced. Having a small bass 
unit avoided problems with cone breakup and 
the small cabinet was very rigid and non
resonant. It was a flawed, but nonetheless 
ground-breaking and immensely influential 
design - and one that spawned thousands of 
pretenders to the throne. •

I bought 
my Maxims 
second-hand 
from an Austin 
Powers lookalike, 
living in a groovy 
West London 
bedsitaround 1970

A hifi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record^ 
collecting are unmatched in the industry

Are you old enough to remember the 
Maxim? What was your first speaker? 
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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How many CDs do you own but never play?
Store, browse and listen to your complete CD collection on the revolutionary Brennan.

What's the point in owning hundreds of CDs worth 
thousands of pounds if you never listen to them?

The problem with CDs is that it's quicker to make a cup of coffee 
than dip into a CD. Try timing how long it takes to pick a CD, load 
it in the CD player, play a snippet from a track or two, eject it and 
put it back where it came from. Then there is the problem of 
finding music. The print on a CD spine is tiny. What if the track is 
on a compilation CD7 What if the CD is in the car7 Then there is 
the clutter.

Key features:

You need to keep your CDs near the player or you won't play them. 
So you are forced to share your living space with literally hundreds 
of cheap plastic boxes. CDs are great but you have to keep putting 
them in the player - that's why Martin Brennan invented the 
Brennan JB7.

• Browse albums by spinning the volume knob - push to play
• Delete tracks you don't like • Display track names as they 
play • Seven rainbow colour coded playlists • Segue function 
blends one track into the next • One touch record from vinyl, 
cassette or radio • One button plays the entire music 
collection at random • Use it with existing hi-Ii or on its own
• Plays MP3 downloads - future proof • Clock with alarm
• 60 Watt, 4.8 x 16 x 22 cm steel and aluminium construction
• Backup music to external 
USB hard disk for safe 
keeping • Credit card 
size remote control

187 is small enough for 
a bedside table. It fits in 

really well on a desk and 
because it has a remote

you could put it under 
the TV or on a shelf.

I Pink Floyd It's a CD player with 
a hard disk that stores 
up to 5,000 CDs.

The Brennan saves space and clutter and delivers near immediate 
access to an entire music collection. JB7 owners rediscover then 
fall in love with their music again simply because the Brennan 
makes it so accessible.

The Brennan also records from vinyl and cassette so you can enjoy 
your entire music collection but keep the originals in another room 
or retire them to the attic. Feelgood button.

Late home from work or 
friends round for coffee7 
Simply press this button 

and the JB7 will play your 
CD collection at random 

so you can unwind or 
entertain at leisure.

Themed playlists.
Select tracks from your 
collection, give them a 

colour like red for romance 
or blue for relaxation then 
click on that colour on the 

remote and the JB7 will 
play them in sequence.

Quick to load.
It takes just two button 

presses to load a CD and 
just 3-4 minutes to rip it 
onto the internal hard 

drive. So you can 
comfortably load between 
20 and 30 in an evening.

Small enough to pick up with one hand yet big enough 
for a lifetime of music, the Brennan JB7 is one man's 
brilliant idea for everyone's forgotten music.

Martin Brennan, who designed JB7, has a degree in Physics from 
Cambridge University.

He has worked with Sir Clive Sinclair and Sir Alan Sugar.

Martin designed over 20 silicon chips in his career. He was a real 
pioneer in the computer games industry - he played a central role 
in the design of the Konix Multi System and co-designed the Atari 
Jaguar - the worlds first 64 bit games computer. Vinyl and Cassettes?

You can record both onto 
the JB7 as if it were a 

very large tape recorder. 
All you will need is a 
3.Smm stereo jack, 
twin phone lead, 

adapter or connector.

Keep your music safe.
Just in case of a 

breakdown, the JB7 
enables you to back up 

your entire music collection 
onto an external hard 

drive so you don't have to 
spend time re-loading.

Play from your iPod.
To play music from your 
iPod simply place it in an 

Apple Universal Dock 
and connect it to the

JB7. Then use the 
Apple remote to control 

your iPod.

Ever since CDs were invented Martin wanted a CD player that 
would hold his entire CD collection.

He wanted something as simple to use as a light switch but at the 
same time something that would let him 

find a particular track without leaving 
the armchair - and he also wanted 
something that could rattle the 
windows when he was in the mood.

Martin
Brennan

Rock 
26%

Soundtrack 4% Misc 
34%

"Mr Brennan you're a genius, the 187 is truly a wonderful thing"
Mr D. Hallows, Bath.

brennan

Reggae' 
1%

New I
Age 3%

I . Classical
\ 11%

Folk 8% \ Blues 5%

Jazz 5% Country 3%

Massive CD database
The chart shows how the JB?'s 
2.4 million CD database divides 
into 10 broad categories. The 
classical genre alone contains 
250,000 CDs - that's 1.5 miles of 
different CDs side by side. Most 
of your CDs will be in the database.

To order your Brennan JB7 or for more details call
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Over 10,000 sold. Lots of happy customers.

"Huge fun 
to use"

"Until you actually own a Brennan or at least see one operating, 
you can't really put into words how wonderful and amazing it is.

You wonder how something so small, compact and stylish can do so much! In the past, there 
were many times when I wanted to listen to music but couldn't decide what I wanted to listen 
to. Now, with the touch of a button on the Brennan, it randomly plays music and
I no longer have to make such decisions by myself. It makes them for me. "
Mr G. Patterson, Northern Ireland

Choose the Brennan that's right for you.

The Brennan JB7 is available in two colours, Cobalt Blue 
and Titanium Metallic and three disk sizes depending on 
the size of your CD collection. The 160GB version will 
hold 1600 compressed CD's, the bigger 320GB version 
3200 compressed CD's and the latest SOOGB model 
5000 compressed CD's. All are available with or without 
matching Brennan speakers.

Money back guarantee - you've nothing to lose.

I f the Brennan JB7 isn't right for you, give us a call and we
will collect it and give you a full refund - we can even arrange 
collection from a place of work.

Choice of speakers.
The Brennan JB7 will work 
perfectly with your existing 
speakers however you may wish 
to purchase a pair of Brennan 
BSPSO's as they have been 
specifically designed to match 
the JB7's size and power.

I f you do decide to use your own 
speakers they should ideally be 8 
ohm and rated to handle 60 
Watts for short periods but in 
reality, customers find that the 
Brennan JB7 works with pretty 
much anything.

To order your choice of Brennan JB7 and optional speakers or for more details, call now on 0844 561 0443, or 
fill in and return the coupon below. Want to know more visit the website at www.brennan.co.uk for more details.
Maximum call charge for BT customers is Spa minute. Calls from other networks may vary. Delivery is normally within 28 days.

Send completed coupon to Brennan, 3GA Ltd, St.John's Innovation Centre, Cowley road, Cambridge CB4 OWS.

^elturn coupon to: Brennan 3GA Ltd, St John's Innovation Centre, 
Cowley Road, Cambridge, CB4 OWS

Brennan JB7 Price Qty Total
160GB Jukebox - Blue £359
160GB Jukebox - Ttaniium £359
320GB Jukebox - Blue £399
320GB Jukebox - Ttaniium £399
500GB Jukebox - Titanium ONW £469
Brennan BSP 50
2 x SOW Bookshelf Speakers 9

Carriage surcharges may apply to 
areas outside mainland UK, please 
p hone or visit website for details.

POSTAGE 

FINAL TOTAL

£10.00

D I wish to pay by£ sterling cheque/PO made payable to: 3GA Ltd. HFOl/11
D I wish to pay by: D MasterCard D Visa D Delta D Maestro/Switch

Card Number:

Signature

Start Date: ............................Expiry Date:.................................. Switch/Delta Issue No........................................

Name..................... ............. ............ ................................. ........................................... ...............................................
Daytime Tel. . ............. ................... ..... .... ..... .  ............ .....              ........... .

Address ..............................................          ................... ..... ............... .........

Last 3 digits on

. Card Security No:..............................mature StrP

........................................................................................................... Post Code..............................................................

0844 561 0443 CUNESOPEN24/7)or visit our website www.brennan.co.uk

http://www.brennan.co.uk
http://www.brennan.co.uk


SUBSCRIPTIONSSubscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice and receive QED speaker cables, plus 20% off

Get a QED Profile Precision 
loudspeaker cable and 20% 
off the cover price when you 
subscribe for just £11 every three 
months by Direct Debit

Prize; 
fighter

Awards special 2010Hi-Fi Choice

QtD 
«P 

PROFILE

Speaker

Speaker
QED PRECISION SPEAKER CABLE 

High performance compact cable, 
designed to complement today's slim

PROFILE TVsand media devices

T®)W:

10.0m GIFT 
WORTH £20!
www.qed.co.uk

SAVE
WIN! £2.500

Affordable Chord

Audio s

“AH the superb 
quality you’d expect
from QED cables 

JI makes the Profile a 
3 must-have addition

to your hi-fi system.1
Dan George, Editor

I—|o\A/ www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/hfcP19I IkJVV LCJ Call08448482852 quote code HFCP19O Cd A r L'neS °Pen Monday t0 Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Or fill in the form opposite and return by Freepost

30 HiFi Choice JANUARY 2011 myfavourite 
magazines.co.uk

http://www.qed.co.uk
http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hfc/hfcP19
magazines.co.uk


SUBSCRIPTIONS

Why subscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice?• Receive QED Profile Precision loudspeaker cable worth £20!• Save 20% off the cover price• Never miss an issue• All 13 issues delivered straight to your door

About the QED Profile 
Precision cables
• Unrivalled ultra-compact performance

• Ultra-flexible 99.999 per cent oxygen-free 
copper conductors

• QED lifetime guarantee

Visit www.qed.co.uk for more information 
about QED’s extensive cable selection

Overseas 
subscriptions
If you live outside the UK, please call +441604251045for our latest prices

UK PRICING_________________

D I'd like to pay £11.00 every three months by Direct Debit 
and receive my QED Profile Precision loudspeaker cable

PERSONAL DETAILS

.Ti.tie.............................................................^rename

Surname Address

Postcode

Jelephone
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HrFI CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group 
companies containing news. special offers and product and service information. please include your 
email and mobile no. below.

Email.

M<lilile no.
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you 
relevant information about their products or services by email Oor SMS O

PAYMENT DETAILS______________

DI would like to pay by Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my QED Profile 

Precision cable (please complete the Direct Debit form below)
{I understand that fl t.00 will be debited from my account every three months)®

DIRECT 
Debit

Originator's Identification 
Number

768195

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits

Io the. MallaBer(Ba11k11i1me)

Address

Postcode

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Branch sort code

Bank/Building Society 
account number

RefNo (Office use u To;

Signature(s)

bate.

Please pay Future Publishi11g Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction 
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will be passed electronically 
to my bank or building society.

POST YOUR ORDER

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:

HI-FI CHOICE SUBSCRIPTIONS
FREEPOST RSHB-JSCH-ZUST
FUTURE PUBLISHING
10 WATERSIDE WAY
NORTHAMPTON
NN47XD

I OFFER CODE hfcpio 1 OFFER ENDS 31 JANUARY 2011
I | Direct Debit and free gift offer only available to UK subscribers

TtRMS AND CONDmONS: This is a UK^only offer open to new subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. You will receive 13 
issues per year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. Gifts are subject to availability. We reserve the right to send you 
an alternative gift of a similar value if this gift runs out. Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts. Your subscription will start 
with the next available issue. If at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in 
writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive lelevant information 
about products or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by post D or telephone O Please tick 
here if you do NOT wish us to pass your details to carefully selected companies to enable them to contact you about their 
products or services by post 0 or telephone 0 Details of Direct Debit guarantee available on request.

JANUARY2011 lfCChoice 31

http://www.qed.co.uk


. * Get in touch! email us at hifichoice@futurenet.com 
- or write to: Hi-Fi Choice Letters, Future Publishing Ltd, 

^2 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

Designed for performance 
Engineered with carbon fibre 
Created for music

See it Hear it Exclusively at 
www.spendoroudio.com/stdeolers

Audio Designs East Grinstead West Sussex 
eastgrinstead@audiodesigns.co.uk

Audio Projects Leeds West Yorks
sales@audio-projects.co.uk

Audio T Brentwood Essex 
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk

Audio T Cheltenham Gloucestershire 
cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk

Audio T Worcester Worcestershire 
worcester@audio-t.co.uk

Billy Vee Sound Systems Lewisham London SE13 
sales@billyvee.co.uk

Harrow Audio Harrow London HAl 
sales@harrowaudio.com

Hi-Fi Corner Edinburgh Lothian
rosestsales@hificorner.co.uk

Martins Hi-Fi Norwich Norfolk
ian@martinshifi.co.uk

Moorgate Acoustics Sheffield South Yorks
sales@moorgateacoustics.co.uk

Robert Ritchie Hi-Fi Montrose Angus
robertritchie2004@hotmail.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Brighton
Brighton-Hove East Sussex 
brighton@ssav.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Chelsea
Chelsea London SWlO 
chelsea@ssav.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Holborn
Holborn London WCl 
holborn@ssav.com

Swiss Cottage Sound & Vision
Swiss Cottage London NW3
info@scsav.co.uk

The Sound Gallery
High Wycombe Buckinghamshire 
thesoundgallery@btconnect.com

Zinc HT Borehamwood Herts 
chai@zinc-ht.com

Statement of fact
While I understand that 
loudspeaker pricing is largely 
determined by the market, I 
still believe that the bottom line 
should reflect the material value 
of the product

A recent example would be 
the critically acclaimed PMC 
fact 8, a speaker which does not 
even bear price comparison with 
others from the same label. 
A basic two-way speaker that 
does not involve esoteric 
materials, or in-house driver 
production can scarcely be 
justified at over 4k, even allowing 
for the 'engineering miracle' of 
transmission-line loading.

Compared to similarly priced 
speakers from other medium
sized companies (eg Mordaunt- 
Short Performance 6, Monitor 
Audio PL200), this seems like 
poor value for money. If PMC 
is able to produce the perfect

SPENDOR

Award winners will work In many 
systems, but always check with dealers

transducer in such a simple 
package, is it deliberately 
designing its 'entry-level' range to 
sound inferior?

Whenever we enlightened 
audiophiles lament society's 
ignorance of high-quality 
music reproduction, we should 
consider the message we are 
sending to the casual observer 
when we celebrate 20th Century 
technology at 21st Century prices. 
John Burke, via email

HFC The question of value 
remains extremely subjective 
especially at these relatively 
elevated price points. We do 
feel that your evaluation of the 
material content of the fact.8 

(HFC 321) is, perhaps, 
over simplified though. 
Transmission loading is 
indeed not an 'engineering 
miracle.' It is, however, a 
difficult thing to perfect and 
the construction of a cabinet 
that incorporates it will be 
more expensive than one 
that does not.

Equally, the adjustable 
crossover of the fact. 8 
is more sophisticated 
than the designs used 
in the vast of majority 
of the competition 
and the room-tuning 
it allows contributes 
towards the very high 
overall performance.

The technology of 
the fact.8 is, perhaps, 

| more conventional than 
some other speakers 
available, but they 
are nonetheless 
sophisticated speakers.

Visually, the fact.8 
can look slightly 
prosaic in photos, 
but the actual fit and 
finish of the speaker 
is absolutely superb 
and the equal of the 

more visually dramatic Monitor 
Audio and Mordaunt-Short. 
This very high-quality of finish 
is considerably superior to 
the less expensive models in 
the PMC range, which do tend 
to reflect on the professional 
heritage of the brand and goes 
some way to explaining the 
cost difference.

Finally, unlike the 
Performance 6 (HFC 308), or 
Pl200 (HFC 330), the fact.8 is 
made in the UK. At Hi-Fi Choice, 
we do not take the country 
of origin into account when 
delivering our verdicts, but the 
higher costs of UK manufacture 
will affect value calculations.

AU-star Une up
Looking through the recent 
Awards issue (HFC339), I was 
surprised that having selected 
various winners in the categories, 
no effort was made to suggest 
systems made from the winners. 
For those of us in the market 
for complete systems, this 
would have been very helpful 
as it would hopefully give some 
pointers as to where we ought 
to be looking in terms of a 
complete system.

Jimmy Hughes' article on 
system-matching only treated us 
to the revelation that partnering 
20-watt amplifier-insensitive 
speakers is not going to be a 
good idea, which I suspect most 
people knew already. So are you 
going to make any effort to create 
award-based systems?
Nick Banyord via email

HFC We have generally decided 
against taking winners from 
various categories and sticking 
them together in the expectation 
that the systems that result 
will also be great. We review 
equipment within systems that 
are designed to be sympathetic 
to the performance of the item

^^.hifichoice.co.uk01323 843474
^^w.spendoraudio.com
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WHAT HI FI? 
SOUND AND VISION 

AWARDS 2010

under test and this is not going to be 
the case with systems assembled 
purely from award-winners. Had the 
PuresoundAlO (HFC331) won in the 
amplifier category, this year's award
winning speakers would not be an 
ideal match, however talented.

That said, our Products of the Year 
have been selected because their 
talents are likely to make themselves 
felt in virtually any system that they 
are placed in. So if you were looking 
for any of the products we selected in 
this category, these would slot well 
into most systems.

Our Product of the Year; the Pro-Ject 
6 Perspex (HFC 338), in particular, 
would be able to sit equally happily 
in a low-power valve system as a 
high-power solid-state, with all 
combinations in between. Ultimately 
a dealer will be best placed to make 
sensible recommendations for 
partnering our award winners and 
getting the absolute best out of them.FeUnegoodd
With reference to Letters in HFC 338, 
I've sent a picture of our cat. He 
loves my Sonus faber Cremonas, as 
do I and has never scratched them. 
I hope yo u like the combination.
Bob van der Wardt. via email

ff/FC There seems to be a 
correlation between cats and 
hi-fi, although we admire the 
agility of this one to make it to 
the top of a floorstander without 
injuring itself or the speaker.

HFC's Ed Selley, spends most 
evenings watching television 
'through'his cat, who has long 
taken a shine to his centre speaker.

Keep sending in your cat pies.

LETTER OF THE MONTH
Peace of mind

A decade of warranty remains a 
rare thing in audio circles

STERM ^^W^&
MST^^EO SPEAKERS OCOIX-

SPEN^^RA9

Amazingly clean transparent sound 
seamless integration 

relatively unfussy about positioning 
What Hi-Fi

Waiting for a supertweeterl

I READ the review of the Teufel 
T500 (HFC 340) and was delighted 
to see that a manufacturer has 
the confidence to offer a ten-year 
warranty on a relatively inexpensive 
loudspeaker. I find it less encouraging 
in this day and age that with a very 
few exceptions, most manufacturers 
are content to offer only a one or two- 
year warranty on products that often 
cost thousands of pounds.

I f Teufel can offer ten years on a six- 
hundred pound model, I would be 
very interested to see what reasons 
manufacturers would give for being 
unable to match that on products 
that cost several times as much.
Talal Lashab, via email

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX 
MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter of the Month winners 
will receive an impressive 
Russ Andrews PowerMax 
mains lead worth £45, 
so drop us a line now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com

V T A6

Outstanding true must hear hi-fi 
What Hi-Fi

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2009
STEREO SPEAKERS

BEST STEREO SPEAKERS £1000+

SPENDOR A6

AS

SPENCOR
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ADVERTISEMENT

Sound quality that’ll 
blow your socks off?
Are widely accepted music formats undermining the quality of the music we listen to on a daily basis?

The Music ChainMuch is written about music and the musicians who entertain us, and we rightly exalt great musicians. But there is an interlinked chain of participants, two of which are I believe are crucial to our music scene in today's world. For centuries the music chain was a very short one - composers or songwriters, musicians and listeners, and the judgement on quality was immediate. Recording technologies have changed all this exponentially.Today, we listen to most of our music from a recording and this gives recording engineers the opportunity to avoid poor acoustics, duff notes and off days. This, of course, means the chain has grown to include the recording engineers, the music distribution system (retailers or downloads), hi-fi manufacturers, hi-fi sellers and the hi-fi purchasers, the latter being the listeners. I should start by saying that hi-fi has become an'adulterated term that no longer has its original meaning because it's applied to much equipment that certainly should jiot be termed high- fidelity.It's said that a chain is only as strong as its * gj weakest link. However, I believe there are i two particularly strong links that, ifremoved from the chain, would seriously ■ damage the quality of recorded music.These are the audiophile, or hi-fi1 connoisseur, and the specialist hi-fi retailer“" the latter in nearly all cases also beingformer because it's their interest that has driven them into their particular business. These are the people who most appreciate how exciting and involving music can be and how it can deliver an emotional experience.
Hi-Fi ConnoisseursSo why is the hi-fi connoisseur so important to the music industry? By their nature, audiophiles are generally avid music lovers who enhance their enjoyment through listening to music at its very best quality level, which means playing great recordings through hi-end hi-fi to achieve the most outstanding results. Without the audiophile, the main driver for quality would probably be removed from the chain. Let's be honest, over recent years 

the majority of music listeners now settlefor MP3 convenience and, therefore, mediocre sound quality. If the pendulum ever swings so far that all but a few listen to highly compressed formats such as MP3, music producers will not waste their resources on producing high quality recordings because it would be commercially unnecessary, even if their recording engineers wanted to achieve the best they could. After all, an MP3 or AAC file, the iTunes default format, downloaded at 128 kbps (the most popular download speed), is about one-eleventh the size of a full resolution CD track, 1411 kbps, so the quality is inevitably far inferior. Information is irretrievably lost and the full dynamic range is lacking. Using an iPod while jogging does not really raise a quality issue but playing low-resolution tracks through an iPod docking station that feeds into a decent hi-fi system, is a disaster area. It's rubbish quality made louder. Fortunately, there is still significant demand from audiophiles committed to sound quality to sustain the production of 
*

high quality recordings, but it would be a tragedy if there weren't. For example, most classical recordings downloaded as an MP3 or AAC file are a complete waste of time because there is so much information missing that they are reduced to just the essence of a tune.
Specialist Hi-Fi RetailersJust as essential a link in the chain as the hi-fi connoisseur is the specialist hi-fi retailer and the two are rightly dependent on each other. Without the specialist retailer the hi-end hi-fi manufacturer would have to rely on the internet and hi-fi magazine reviewers to try and assess the relative merits of different brands for their potential customers - a notoriously unreliable decision making process. Specialist hi-fi retailers are constantly being offered new products for assessment and potential stocking and, as it is also their hobby as well as their livelihood, they are greatly interested in achieving the best performance and seeking out the most outstanding combinations. More than that though is their relationship with audiophiles for, if they are to stay in business, they must satisfy the most discerning customers in the industry. The reality is that audiophiles and specialist hi-fi retailers are essential to each other.



Future of Recorded Music
OUR TOP 20 UK HI-FI DEALERS

These dealers have been selected because they are known to do an 
excellent job in guiding customers towards hi-fi that will give years 

of musical enjoyment and total satisfaction.

What are the future prospects of maintaining high quality music recordings? We must hope that audiophiles, or hi-fi connoisseurs, or perhaps most accurately described, music lovers, will continue to drive the demand for quality. But another important reason for hope within the mass-market is that there is no longer any over-riding reason for MP3 and AAC to have such a following. These formats were designed to overcome very slow download speeds and expensive memory capacity. These are not significant factors for most people now. Full resolution, CD quality, downloads are already available and should become the norm as long as the general public can be made aware of the tremendous quality benefit. This has happened with HD TV so we know this awareness can grow rapidly. In the meantime, we must highly value hi-fi connoisseurs and specialist hi-fi retailers, of which the ones listed on this page represent the UK's finest. Specialist dealers know how to choose the products that combine as a superb system and how to get the best out of it by expert installation in the home. If there's a price premium over an internet purchase, it's probably a small one, but it's unquestionably worth the difference.

Ashford, Kent 
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
40 High Street.
I: 01233 624441 
www.soundcrafthifi.com 
Chelmsford 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
216 Moulsham Street.
I: 01245 265245 
www.rayleighhifi.com 
Colchester 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
33 Sir Isaac's Walk.
I: 01206 577682 
www.rayleighhifi.com
Kingston-upon- 
Thames
INFIDELITY 
9 High Street, 
Hampton Wick. 
t: 020 8943 3S30 
www.infidelity.co.uk 
Maidenhead 
AUDIO VENUE 
36 Queen Street.
I : 01628 63399S 

 
Rayleigh, Essex 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High Street. 
1:01268 779762 

www.audiovenue.com

www.rayleighhifi.com

Southend-on-Sea 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road. 
t:01702 435255 
www.rayleighhifi.com 
Southampton 
PHASE 3 HI-FI 
37 Bedford Place. 
t:023 8022 8434 
www.phase3southampton.co.uk

Ealing
AUDIO VENUE 
27 Bond Street.
t: 020 8567 8703 
www.audiovenue.com
NT
GRAHAMS HI-FI 
190a New North Road. 
t: 020 7226 5500 
www.grahams.co.uk
SW11
ORANGES & LEMONS 
61/63 Webbs Road. 
t:020 7924 2043 
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

Bath
AUDIENCE
14 Broad Street.
I: 01225 333310
www.audience.org.uk

GULLIFORD HI-FI 
97 Sidwell Street.
t:01392 491194 
www.gullifordhifi.co.uk 

Banbury 
OVERTURE 
3 Church Lane. 
1:01295 272158 
www.overture.co.uk 
Birmingham 
MUSIC MATTERS 
363 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston.
t:0121 429 2811
www.musicmatters.co.uk
Coventry
FRANK HARVEY 
163 Spon Street. 
t:024 7652 5200 
www.frankharvey.co.uk

CYMBIOSIS
6 Hotel Street. 
t:0116 262 3754 
www.cymbiosis.com 
Nottingham 
CASTLE SOUND & 
VISION
48/50 Maid Marian
Way.
I: 0115 9584404
www.castlesoundvision.com

Cheadle
THE AUDIO WORKS 
14 Stockport Road. 
t: 0161 428 7887 
www.theaudioworks.co.uk

Chester 
ACOUSTICA 
17 Hoole Road. 
t:01244 344227 
www.acoustica.co.uk 
Hull
THE AUDIO ROOM 
2 George Street.
t:01482 891375 
www.theaudioroom.co.uk
York
SOUND ORGANISATION
2 Gillygate.
t: 01904 627108
www.soundorg.co.uk

Aberdeen
HOLBURN HI-FI 
441 Holburn Street. 
t: 01224 585713/ 
572729 
www.holburnhifi.co.uk
Edinburgh
LOUD & CLEAR 
Bonnington Mill, 
72 Newhaven Road. 
t:0131 555 3963 
www.loud-clear.co. uk
Glasgow
LOUD & CLEAR 
S20 St Vincent Street. 
t:0141 221 0221 
www.loud-clear.co.uk 
Glasgow
GLASGOW AUDIO 
135 Great Western Rd. 
t:0141 3322200/4707 
www.glasgowaudiacom

There is no longer 
any over-riding reason for 

MP3 and AAC to have 
such a following. These 

formats were designed to 
overcome very slow 

download speeds and 
‘expensive memory 

capacity. These are not 
significant factors for

most people now. ■ ■
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□ OUR 
AWARDS

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

Measurement
But even the most experienced listener, 
with a stack of familiar recordings heard 
in familiar surroundings, can't always 
know what is causing a particular

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

STATE-OF-THE- 
ART HI-FI TECH
HFC's test equipment is the 
most advanced kit available

www.hifichoice.co.uk

t- ; —7—/|* *

»fi Choice JANUARY 2011

Howwetest
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business and here we explain why our definitive verdicts count

Hi-fi reviews
No other magazine offers a more reliable standard of hi-fi testing.
Technical Consultant Richard Black explains ...

EXPERT TESTING

FOR OVER THREE decades, Hi-Fi Choice 
has been trusted for its combination 
of subjective and technical review 
expertise. The crucial consideration 
for any audio component is how it 
sounds, but it is important to back this 
up with laboratory measurements for 
many reasons - everything from the 
wish to check basic performance to 
the possibility of uncovering peculiar 
behaviour under conditions, perhaps 
slightly different from those of the 
subjective tests.

Listening
Subjective testing doesn't necessarily 
require the world's sharpest ears. 
What's more important is the 
experience to analyse the sound 
arriving from the hi-fi and this is where 
our subjective reviewers come in: 
they have been listening critically to 
audio equipment for aeons and have 
learned to identify the characteristics 
that make kit informative, involving or 
just plain dull. 

characteristic in the sound. Brightness, 
for instance, may be a function of 
frequency response or distortion and 
this is where measurements come 
in. We analyse a range of parameters 
to see just where the correlation lies 
between sound and design. Our test 
equipment has been tried, tested and 
added to over the years and again our 
experience with it is unrivalled.

Straightforward presentation 
We call on that experience to boil down 
the measurements to simple bar charts, 
which show at a glance how well a 
component behaves relative to others 
in its category. It's this combination 
of subjective and technical expertise 
that makes our reviews the most useful 
in the field.

"crucial consideration 
for any audio 
component is how 
it sounds, but it is 
important to back this 
up with laboratory 
measurements ..."

* '
EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED

GROUP TEST 
WINNER

AT HI-FI CHOICE, we have access 
to some of the most advanced test 
equipment currently available on the 
market, including the Audio Precision 
APx585, which you'll find in the labs 
of many top hi-fi manufacturers. 
The 585 can be configured to test a 
variety of key hi-fi products, such as 
amplifiers, CD players/DACs and - 
with the help of a specially-calibrated 
microphone - loudspeakers.

In conjunction with some 
conventional lab equipment at 
our disposal, the 585 will also be 
used to test analogue playback 
equipment including phono stages 
and turntables. These objective 
measurements - which conform 
to recognised industry standards 
- are designed to complement 
subjective evaluations such as the 
listening panels organised by our 
internationally respected reviewers.

The standard of our test facilities 
is unrivalled in the UK press. Quite 
simply, no other magazine offers this 
level of cutting-edge testing, making 
the verdicts in Hi-Fi Choice the only 
ones you can really trust.

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


HOW WE TEST

Unrivalled group tests
Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer blind-listening 
group tests, fully backed up with objective data

THIS ISSUE'S 
BLIND PANEL

[ BUND-LISTENING TESTS |

THIS CRUCIAL test involves relatively 
rapid-fire comparisons of the test units 
for a panel of three listeners who are 
not aware of which product they are 
listening to. Levels are accurately 
matched and the test is conducted with 
the minimum of distractions, playing 
the same programme through each 
system while the listeners take notes of 
whatever pleases or bothers them.

In this way, an evaluation free of 
prejudices based on brand, price or 
appearance can be made, while the 
different tastes and sensitivities of 
each listener help round out the 
analysis and make it more widely 
applicable. Occasional repeats of kit 
give a 'sanity check', while years of 
experience help make the process 
efficient and reliable.

SiGHTED LISTENING

IN ADDmON to the 'blind' test, the 
author also spends a longer period 
listening to each system with various 
items of partnering equipment and 
a wider range of music. Apart from 
the obvious fact that this is how 
most people listen most of the time, 
this also has the advantage that 
interesting aspects of the sound can 
be investigated and different musical

styles tried out to see what works, not 
to mention experimenting with such 
variables as listening level.

Long-term reference pieces of 
equipment (some from past reviews) 
get substituted for the kit under test 
from time to time, in order to check on 
performance relative to the rest of the 
audio world, while recordings made by 
the author provide a live reference.

□ TESTING 
EQUIPMENT 
USED
Source: 
•Cambridge Audio 
Azur 640C CD player
•Samsung NClO 
laptop computer
Amplifiers:
• Exposure 3010 
integrated
•EAR 802 preamp/ 
519 power amps
Speakers: 
•ATCSCM20
•Bowers and 
Wilkins 8035
Cables: 
Furukawa, Kimber, 
Wireworld

This months panel of experienced 
listeners from within the industry are

PHIL HANSEN
JOB: RED SHEEP 
COMMUNICATONS

PHIL IS A PR and marketing 
consultant, having 
previously worked as a 
marketing manager in 
hi-fi manufacturing.

GEOFF MEADS
JOB: MANAGING 
DIRECTOR, PRESTO AV LTD
WITH TWENTY years of 
industry experience in 
technical sales and marketing, 
Geoff now runs Presto AV 
Ltd, a training company 
whose clients include 
CEDIA, BADA and a number 
of other manufacturers, 
distributors and retailers.

ED SELLEY
JOB: HFC STAFF WRITER

ED HAS SPENT the best 
part of a decade selling, 
developing and supporting 
audio products. He now 
works full-time with HFC.

[ TECH LABS ]

□ TEST 
MUSIC USED
LED ZEPPELIN: 
BNOV:CK DOG

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

+40% +30% +20%

THD+N
We measure DAC performance using 16-bit/- 
44kHz signals. Part of our testing procedure 
involves measuringTHD+N with much lower- 
level signals (-20dBFS and -60dBFS). THD+N 
will increase as signal level decreases.

OTIS READING: 
THEDOCKOF 
THEBAY

FREQUENCY RESPONSE
You should expect a flat frequency response 
from 20Hz to 20kHz. The Tech Labs measure 
this by conducting a sweep between these 
two frequencies and monitoring the output_

RAŒ^^INOV:
SYMPHONIC DANCES

FOR THIS MONTH'S DAC Blind-listening 
Group Test, we pressed into service the 
APx585 audio analyser (see opposite). 
This highly sophisticated PC-controlled 
instrument can simulate many items of 
lab equipment, including an oscilloscope, 
audio voltmeter, chart recorder, phase 
monitor and test signal/sweep generator.

For DACs, the APx585 is used in 
conjunction with a specially created Hi-Fi 
Choice lab test disc to measure a number 
of key performance criteria. There are five 
of these -which are summarised for each 
of the reviewed products using our unique 
bargraph system. Anything out of the 
ordinary is commented on in the lab report 
which compares like with like across the 
whole six-way group_

CROOSALK
We measure leakage from the left channel 
to the right and vice versa. The higherthe 
figure, the better. There should be little 
difference between the two figures and 
what's listed here is the average of the two.

DYNAMIC RANGE
This spec expresses the difference between 
the highest amplitude, distortion-free signal 
a DAC can output using a 16-bit/44kHz signal 
(a sine-wave is used here). The higherthe 
figure, the better. In theory, a 16-bitsignal has 
a dynamic range of96d8.

AUDIO JITTER
This term is applied to distortion caused 
specifically by the instability in the 'clock', 
which controls the data-flow to the digital- 
to-analog chips. It's a subtle effect, but can 
contribute to sonic veiling.

DEFINITIVE 
VERDICTS
No other magazine offers an 
equivalent listening programme

Few, if any, magazines in the world 
can equal our dedication and 
thoroughness in combining blind 
and sighted listening with extensive 
lab tests and detailed internal 
examination of equipment passing 
through our hands. Each of these is 
equally important and it's not just that 
we do them - we also bring to the 
table decades of audio experience.

Our listeners in the Blind-Listening 
Group Tests for example, are experts 
from within the hi-fi industry. Each and 
everyone of them is used to listening 
critically during product development 
and initial producttesting. In fact, many 
of them also get involved in making 
recordings and their own music.

One of these is HFC'sTechnical 
Consultant Richard Black, who has 
been involved with designing, testing 
and evaluating audio equipment for a 
quarter of a century.

It's the culmination of all the aspects 
mentioned on these pages that makes 
for the most reliable hi-fi verdicts in 
the business.

TESTED THIS MONTH: DACS

TURN OVER NOW!
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Chrono SL Series

"The Chrono 5L580 DC 
delivers an exceptionally 
clean overall sound"

Demand more from life

Do you love life and value that 
special "je ne sais quoi"?Then you should get to know the Chrono SL Series. These loudspeakers offer stylish luxury with outstanding sound quality and just a hint of extravagance. At the same time they set new standards in their class for components and craftsmanship. Diamond-machined aluminium trim rings and the lavish cabinet are just one element of the Chrono SL Series. Outstanding sound properties and a huge acoustic range complete the story.

"This is such a beautifully 
styled, finished and presented 

loudspeaker, it clearly comes from 
a major brand with plenty 

of muscle'"

"Voices in general and speech, 
in particular, sound very clear 
and articulate, even when the 

speakers are playing very quietly."

"Image focus and 
lateral positioning is 

exceptionally precise'"

Hi-Fi Choice

Hi-Fi Choice

For you nearest dealer please see www.UKcanton.com or call 0208 3589 593

http://www.UKcanton.com


COMPETITION

QUADRASPIREEQUIPMENT SUPPORTS TOTAL PRIZE
£1,560

TO WIN one of these superb, 
racks, please answer the 
following question:

To reduce resonance, the 
Sunoko-Vent T rack uses ?
A: slats B: slots C: slugs

To celebrate a fifteen-year association 
with equipment support manufacturer 
Quadraspire, we’re pleased to announce 
not just one, but three prizes in this 
month's competition.

The first reader to be pulled out of 
the hat with the correct answer will 
receive a Sunoko-Vent T rack (below 
right), which was the overall winner 
in the Best Support category at the 
2010 Hi-Fi Choice Awards (HFC339).

This amazing rack (worth £800) uses 
a clever system of slots to reduce 
resonance and improveventilation for 
all shelf-mounted components.

The second and third lucky names to 
be drawn will each win a Quadraspire 
Q4EVO rack (below left) worth £380. 
The Q4EVO makes use of much of 
the same technology that allows the 
Sunoko-Vent Tto shine, but at a more 
cost-effective price point.

Please text your answer to Quad A, B or C to 87474 or visit futurecomps.co.uk/QUAD and 
follow the instructions, leaving your selected 
answer and details where prompted

TERMS AND CONDITIONS To enter the Quadraspire competition, you can either (a) text your answer to 87474 at any time between 09.12.10 and 05.01.11, or (b) enter online at www.foturecomps.co.uk/quad with your entry being received between 09.12.10 and 05.01.11. By sendingyour 
entry you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to receive details of future offers and promotions from Future Publishing Limited and carefully selected third parties. If you do not want to receive information relating to future offers and promotions, please include the 
word STOP at the end of your text message or at the end of your postal entry. Texts will be charged at £1.00 plus your standard network tariff rate.

By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be 
deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or simitar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless 
otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households.

By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the 
Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any 
prize is conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize.

t^ww.hifichoice.co.uk JANUARY2011 lifi Choice 39
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^^Blind-listening
Grouptest

DACS £300-£1,028

Upgrade your hi-fi 
system today
DACs have proved to be 2010's smartest upgrade. 
Richard Black and our blind-listening panel test six 
important new models set to reign in 2011

TOE RENAISSANCE OFTOE DAC is clearly 
in full flow, with new models appearing 
at quite a rate. What's rather exciting is 
that some of these use whole new ways 
of connecting to an emerging breed of 
sources, as is shown most clearly in this 
group by the Chord Chordette Peach.

This nifty device can use the Bluetooth 
'Advanced Audio Distribution Profile' 
to receive audio from mobile phones 
and Bluetooth-enabled music players 
(the iPod Touch comes to mind). With 
so many people now carrying around 
a substantial part of their recorded 
music collection on such devices, this 
ability to link it to a hi-fi system is clearly 
something to welcome.

Arcam's rDAC has wireless connectivity 
too, though of a different nature and also 
as an add-on (which we didn't try on this 
occasion). And four of the six DACs in 
this group can connect via USB, making 
them perfect devices to interfacing 
a computer to a hi-fi, generally with 
a big sonic leg-up compared to the 
computer's analogue outputs. The rDAC 
even extends USB to 96kHz sampling for 
the full hi-res effect.

We're all for getting computers into the 
realm of decent sound, but what of the 
more 'familiar' ways of connecting up? 
Do DACs still have a place appended 
to CD players, for instance? The answer 
to that obviously depends on the CD 

"The DACs tested here 
all use technology 
which has crept 
ahead of yesteryear’s 
components." 
player's vintage, but as we see it there's 
a lot to be said for upgrading an elderly 
player in this way. It can't really be 
claimed with a straight face that digital 
replay is advancing in leaps and bounds, 
but the DACs tested here all use the 
latest techonology which has, indeed, 
crept ahead of yesteryear's components.

Then there's the business of connecting 
to other digital-output devices, including 
DVD players (often pretty iffy on the 
audio front) and DAB tuners. Read on to 
discover what to buy and spend in 2011.

Five of our six DACs 
are closely spaced in 
the £750-£1,000 
region, with just the 
Arcam coming in 
substantially under 
that figure. In part, 
this is due to Arcam's 
faith in sales, leading 
to economies of scale 
that don't translate 
into internal 
skimping, though it 
clearly lacks the 
overkill power 
supply, for instance, 
of some of them.

Features vary 
between the units 
and you'll find later 
that we've scored 
them all the same on 
this front.Significantly, 
all are of modest 
dimensions, a major 
cost saving.

ON TEST

I .» » s
Arcam rDAC £300P43
Officially part of Arcam's 
'Solo' range, this dinky device 
conceals two envelope-pushing 
technologies: a whole new way 
ofconnectingvia USB, which 
promises to beat that interface's 
infamous jitter and the option 
of wireless connection to 
computer sources. That apart, 
it is well equipped with high
performance components, and 
looks set to be a very practical 
heart of a digital system.

Benchmark DACl £950 P45
Something of a pro-audio legend 
in audiophile circles, the DAC! 
offers only the basic digital 
audio interfaces, but adds 
twin headphone outputs and 
a volume control, potentially 
making it the preamp aswell 
as the DAC in a simple system. 
Word is that it is one ofthefinest- 
sounding DACs around and its 
compatibilitywith 192kHz digital 
sources makes it a natural for 
ultra-high-resolution systems.

Chord Electronics Chordette 
Peach £799P47
This 'son of the DAC64', as it 
seems to theeye, has far more 
conventional D-A circuitry than 
its illustrious forbear, but adds 
Bluetooth A2DP connectivity. 
It is designed as part of the 
new Chordette range of 
miniature components and 
looks a million dollars aspart 
of it, but its appeal is not 
limited to all-Chord systems 
by any means.

Lavry DA10 £1,028P49
Anotherpro-oriented device, this 
time without even phone-socket 
outputs. Lavry has an enviable 
reputation for sound quality and 
is proud ofitsjitter-reduction 
technologywhich should make 
the DA10 particularly insensitive 
to the source feeding it. With a 
useful array of extra features, 
including a volume control and 
unusuallygenerous maximum 
output, it's a DAC capable of 
filling many roles.

PS Audio Digital Link Ill 
£899P51
Mains specialist PS Audio has 
a long track record in DACs and 
this one seeks to build on that 
with a basic line-up offeatures 
and technology allied to careful 
design of ancillary circuits. Like 
many of the units here it includes 
pro-style balanced digital in and 
analogue out, but its natural 
home is clearly the domestic 
system and its smart looks help 
to endear it.

Stello DA100 Signature 
£750P53
Another DACofferingan unusual 
type ofinput, in this case the 12S 
interface. Sadly, few sources 
are able to use the connection, 
but all the other usual favours 
are catered for and again there's 
a balanced output available. 
Stello has taken the trouble to 
implement all the analogue 
circuits with large through-hole 
components, which helps to 
maintain sonic purity.
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Refinement Has a New Name
Debuting Furutech’s Top-of-the-Line Flux Cable series

FURUTGCH
Pure Transmission Technology

Furutech a (Alpha) OCC Pure Transmission conductors terminated with 
beautifully-engineered high performance rhodium-plated connectors. The 
substantially-built extremely nonresonant connector bodies are finished in 
layered carbon fiber and nonmagnetic stainless steel providing improved 
mechanical damping for greater resolution, clarity, and powerful dynamics.

I *
Jumperflux-B Flux-50filter

FP-1363-S 
FP-1363-D
High End Performance BS-1363 wall 
sockets with Pure Copper 
conductors. Rhodium or Gold plated.

FI-UK1363(R)
FI-UK1363(G)___
High End Performance UK mains 
plug, straight or angled.

Furutech Co., Ltd. Tokyo Japan
service@furutech.com www.furutech.com

Sound Fowndations
25 New Road, Blackwater
Camberley, Surrey, GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel : + 44(0) 1276 501 392 info@soundfowndations.co.uk¿XADL

D=SIGn LA3G

Introducing Alpha Design Labs

Furutech is justifiably proud of its reputation for engineering, build quality and 
performance, and has won the loyal support of audio enthusiasts worldwide 
for their finely made and beautiful sounding cables and audio accessories. Now 
Furutech greatly expands its reach with a new entry-level line called ADL 
(Alpha Design Labs). ADL was created by Furutech to imbue its Pure Transmis
sion Technology into carefully engineered innovative designs that everyone 
can afford. ADL components and cables are made with the same dedication to 
total resonance control and refinement as all of Furutech's many cables and 
accessories.

ADL GT40 USB DAC with Phono stage !

The GT40 records vinyl and other analog sources at 16/44.1 or 24/96 
using its bidirectional USB connection and switchable Line, Phono 
MM/MC analog inputs, plus it features L/R analog outputs, a separate 
headphone amplifier, gold-plated Teflon-insulated RCA jacks in a 
high-quality aluminum chassis with a beautifully machined volume 
knob. CD Redbook 16/44.1 and especially 24/96 files reveal a vivid, 
captivating sound unheard of at this price.

Alpha design Labs Tokyo Japan

service@adl-av.com www.adl-av.com

Sound Fowndations
25 New Road, Blackwater
Camberley, Surrey, GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel : + 44(0) 1276 501 392 info@soundfowndations.co.uk

mailto:service@furutech.com
http://www.furutech.com
mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
mailto:service@adl-av.com
http://www.adl-av.com
mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk


BLIND-LISTENING
£3OO-£¿O28 GROUPTEST

H

USB OPTICAL COM WIRELESS

A ream 
rDAC £3OO

solidity but doesn't necessarily do the foot-tapping thing to the highest degree. It's also good for string quartets and ballads, as well as weird noises from experimental indie-pop bands. It handles it all with an easy aplomb that, we feel, comfortably makes up for any shortcomings in its list of achievements. The USB input does indeed sound as good as any other and we have no hesitation in recommending this as fine value hi-fi.
TECH LABSArcam's long-awaited rDAC holds its own, despite the low price and strong competition

1: DETAILSOrigin:
UK/ChinaWeight: 
lkgDimensions:
WxHxD) 
160x40x110mmFeatures:
• Coaxial, optical, 
USB digital inputs

• Optional wireless 
USB input

• Single unbalanced 
outputDistributor:
ArcamTelephone: 
01223 203200Website: 
arcam.co.uk

ream clearly expects to sell quite a few rDACs: the clues are not only in the cast metal case, butalso in the amount of original thought that's gone into the electronics design. Getting a basic DAC together is not that difficult - buy the right integrated circuits, follow the instructions and bingo!Arcam, however, has chosen togo one better than anything available from standard parts and has implemented a previously unseen method ofUSB digital audio interface, using an 'asynchronous isochronous' system licensed from the boffins at dCS.Never mind the confusing nomenclature. The point of this system is to avoid the necessity of somehow locking the DAC to the data coming down the USB line, which will certainly be incredibly jittery and may be at an inaccurate sampling rate.Basically, the rDAC sends a request for data and fills up a buffer with what arrives, sending another request as the buffer empties. This simple expedient ensures that the rDAC maintains control of sample rate and clock accuracy, giving excellent jitter performance, something that's hard (though in our experience not impossible) to achieve otherwise. It also works with 961kHz sampling audio, something few other DACs can currently offer.

Inside the dinky little unit there's pretty much the usual kind of IC line-up, obviously with a couple of differences on the USB input side. The actual DAC chip is one of Wolfson's highest-perfonnance parts. Power is from a small switch-mode wall-wart. Three inputs are provided (optical, electrical, USB), plus an optional fourth wireless one, which at £75, allows you to use not just a computer, but also a mobile phone as a music source. The single control on the top of the unit cycles through inputs, whim light green when locked.
Sound qualityIf this DAC didn't entirely set our 'blind' listeners on fire, it should still be remembered that it was the cheapest in the group by quite a margin. Even so, it attracted plenty of positive comments.Opinion seemed slightly divided over instrumental reproduction, including both percussion and melodic instruments. One listener felt the balance was a little too keen on the midrange, another found the bass very well extended. But there's no sign of any treble exaggeration or harshness, which is a good tiling.It seems that the Arcam 'house sound' is present in this DAC's slight reluctance to get too much 'down and dirty'. Its performance with rock is good, but not the most energetic on the planet and it has good rhythmic

LAB REPORT
The r-DAC measured very well against 
the competition. We noted a ruler-flat 
frequency response. Variations were 
well below the group test average at 
+/Ar09dB.This would suggest an 
even-handed sound characteristic that 
does not favour any one particular part 
of the frequency bandwidth.
Intemaljitterwas prominent in this 
DAC and we measured 70B.6ps. This is 
a poor measurement.There are also 
timing errors in the data stream that 
are making it to the analogue outputs. 
It is also worth notingthat we measured 
lowTHD+N and low crosstalk in 
this unit.
Overall, signal path purity was good 
and at £300, thisArcam performs 
exceptionallywell, technically.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

© COAX OPTICAL ANT USB POWER 6VOC
600 ^A 
(Watu

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****BUILD QUALITY 
★ ★★★FEATURES 
★ ★★★

LIKE: Good all-rounder thatgetstothe gistof anymusic
DISLIKE: Notthe liveliest ever and could dowith morerhythmicurgency
WE SAY: Adelightfuland user-friendlyunitwhich reallydoes getthe best outofUSBOVERALL

****
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99 of a kind

Following on from the success of the GyroDec Odyssey, we are delighted to be introducing the new limited edition Gyro SEductionFinished in the unique ‘blue steel’ and black finish, the Gyro SEduction combines many of the upgrades offered to the standard Gyro SE such as HR Power Supply, matching record clamp and black TechnoArm.With only 99 units available world-wide, be quick to secure your unique opportunity to own this Gyro SE Super Deck.
For further information or to find your nearest stockist, contact

MICHELL ENGINEERINGTel: 020 8953 0771 / E: info@michell-engineering.co.ukwww.michell-engineering.co.uk

mailto:info@michell-engineering.co.uk
http://www.michell-engineering.co.uk
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Benchmark 
DAC1 £9ao

the music, something which our listeners appreciated in all of the musical extracts presented. Equally in Led Zeppelin and Rachmaninov, the DACl captures the rhythmic quality and ‘drive’ of the music, allowing the emotion full rein and ensuring that it is never a boring listen.Incidentally, we can’t let this review pass without also complimenting the headphone output, which is very fine indeed and for regular users of ‘cans’ makes an already attractive proposition look very tempting indeed.
TECH LABSThere never was a more apt brand name for a company that revived the DAC and ensured its reputation

1:1 DETAILS
Origin: 
USA
Weight:
1.6kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
250x45x240mm
Features:
• Coaxial (BNC), 
optical, balanced 
digital inputs

• Balanced and 
unbalanced audio 
outputs
• Calibrated or 
variable output level 
•Twin headphone 
output
Distributor: 
SCVLondon
Telephone:
020 84181470
Website:
benchmarkmedia. 
corn

enchmark was one of the firms that spearheaded the current DAC revival, a few years back. In fact,it's not so much the firm itself that did it, more its reputation which went before it via the internet in true ‘viral’ fashion. Internet fads can, of course, crop up around all sorts of unlikely products and services, but the reality of the DACl is pretty much the epitome of solid engineering.You may or may not like the front panel appearance, but the stuff inside is almost a check-list of audiophile must-haves: all-linear power supply; top-quality digital receiver; samplerate converter and DAC chips.Now we said in the Arcam review that getting a basic DAC together doesn’t necessarily involve much more than putting the right parts in place, but it’s the detail that really matters, which will show up in the listening and lab tests. This is also true in the headphone output stage, which isn’t your usual op-amp-and-a- couple-of-resistors afterthought.Benchmark has provided the DACl with a couple of very high-performance dedicated integrated circuits for headphone driving, which boast specifications so far in advance of what’s actually required for the job that it’s unlikely they will be a serious limiting factor. No complaints there!
As befits a device which is clearly conceived with the audio professional 

in mind, there are pro touches, such as balanced output alongside the phono sockets, AES/EBU digital input, and the choice of calibrated output level (adjustable via rearpanel trimpots) or variable, via the front panel control. Build quality is excellent and operation is simplicity itself. Benchmark makes special mention of its ‘UltraLock’ jitterreduction system: we don’t have details of how it works, but it seems effective.
Sound qualityIf there was one aspect of this DAC’s performance that caused the odd mild reservation, it’s in the scale of the sound. It’s not so much the business of imaging that seems to be at issue here, more the overall effect that’s a combination of imaging with dynamics and tonal fullness.It is possible, though, that this is, in reality, a symptom of the DACl’s extreme cleanliness and purity of character. It does sometimes happen that very clean audio sounds a little underwhelming in the short term, simply because we expect (from past experience) a touch of roughness at high levels and when it’s not there we assume the worst.It certainly has plenty of detail and an admirably neutral tonal balance. Imaging is precise and stable and there is a believable sense of ‘air’ around performers. In addition, there is a real sense of life and energy in

LAB REPORT
The Benchmark DAC1 took first 
place for best overall measurements. 
Frequency response variations were 
very low at+/-0.tdB. Users should 
not notice any sound irregularities.
Jitter in the signal path was 
outstandingly low, we measured 
168.4ps. Such a low measurement 
suggests that the engineers have 
paid careful attention to minimizing 
signal-timing variations in this DAC. 

There was also a good channel 
separation in this DAC and we 
measured -94dB crosstalk. In 
addition, we noted lowTHD+N levels 
and a wide dynamic range.

Overall, this is a high-quality DAC 
that is extremely accomplished.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hifi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY 

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY 

★ ★★★★
FEATURES

****

UKE: Very clean sound with plenty of detail, and also good rhythmic drive.
DISLIKE: Possibly a little too clean for some
WE SAY: Despite the lackofUSB in, this could form the heart ofa digital-source system of distinctly classy nature

OVERALL

*****
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Introducing the new Olive 4HD. 
Choice without compromise.

The new ultra quiet 2TB Music server *

Store up to 20,000 high-resolution HO 
tracks in 24 bit. With more than 250 
times the resolution of CD's. you'll hear 
the difference immediately.

Use the high-resolution touchscreen 
to select by genre, artist or album; 
lip through album covers; do a quick 
search; or save internet radio stations as 
favorites.

To control your Olive 4 from anywhere 
in your home, get our iPhone remote 
aPP.

Find the music you want - fast.

Connect multi-room Olive 2 Hi-Fi Play
ers to a wired or wireless home network 
and you can access your music library 
and enjoy it in high fidelity in every 
room of your home.
Easily integrates with your current

* Olive 4HD Music Server. from around £2200 at great Hi-Fi stores nationwide

Just insert a CD, tap import on the 
touchscreen and a few minutes later your 
music is appropriately tagged and neatly 
categorized in your music library. Your 
Olive 4 Hi-Fi Server holds up to 6,000 
CDs in original quality.

Unlike listening to your music on a 
computer, iPod or MP3 music players, 
the Olive 4 Hi-Fi Server combines a 
high-resolution DAC, optimized circuit 
design, CD quality digital sound, ultra
quiet hard drives and passive cooling to 
eliminate fan noise to deliver the best 
possible hi-fi audio experience

Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs 

01235 511166
www.henleydesigns.co. uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co
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Chord Electronics
Chordette Peach £799

gave a very informative presentation once one has acclimatised. It's true it's not the most ruthlessly revealing, and we did occasionally wish for a little more insight (particularly in complex, multi-layered recordings), but it is certainly good on the rhythm and pace front and easy to like with rock music. We tried both 'default' and APT-X Bluetooth and liked the latter a lot, though the former is noticeably compromised in most material.
TECH LABS

The Peach has everything going for it - Chord Electronics' 
excellent track record for DAC technology and Bluetooth

□ DETAILS
Origin: 
UK

Weight:
0.4kg

Dimensions:
(WxHxD) 
160x40x70mm

Features:
• Coaxial (BNC), 
optical, USB, 
Bluetooth (wireless) 
inputs

• Single unbalanced 
output

• Bluetooth AZDP, 
APT-Xcompatible

Distributor:
Chord Electronics

Telephone:
01622721444

Website:
chordelectronics.co.uk

ollowing in the footsteps of the Chordette Gem, which brought Chord's DAC expertise to alower-budget audience, as well as the company's unique Bluetooth technology,, the Peach is basically a Gem with electrical and optical S/PDIF inputs added. The circuit board inside actually bears the legend 'Gem Mk 2' and comes in the same small case - a shrunk version of the legendary DAC64 finished, in this case, in fetching red.The Bluetooth input is interesting, as it uses the 'advanced audio distribution profile' (A2DP) feature of the Bluetooth standard to stream higher-quality audio than is normally allowed by this dedicated short-range wireless system. It's not actually lossless, but when used with the APT-X codec, the quality is pretty decent. The point is to allow not only computers, but also mobile phones, to stream data conveniently to the main hi-fi, without wiring things up.Inside the Peach, an implausibly thin screened cable connects a socket for the Bluetooth antenna to a tiny sub-assembly with Chord's own receiver circuitry. This then feeds the main circuit board, also the home of the usual digital input chips and the DAC chip. The latter is a recent part which not only converts to analogue 

but includes line driver circuits which remove the need for separate op-amps to drive the output sockets.We love the milled-from-solid aluminium case and the overall look is very appealing. It's obvious which socket on the rear is which (and you can't confuse analogue with digital as the latter uses a BNC connector), but it's far from obvious which input is selected as the rotary switch is unlabelled. Note that the USB input is limited to 48kHz sampling rate.
Sound qualityConnected via the usual S/PDIF, this DAC was well-liked, but didn't entirely escape criticism. Sifting through their notes, we noticed that a very slight lack of clarity, precision and focus was the main issue. In the Led Zeppelin track, for instance, one listener found it energetic, lively and fully in tune with the musical aims, while another missed some energy and commitment. Our Otis Redding number drew comments about vocals sounding clear and lifelike but backed by an unusually recessed and constrained band, while the classical vocal track seemed to be just a little rough compared to the presentation heard from some of this group.It's worth noting that in our sighted listening, we found this a relatively 'characterful' DAC which, however,

LAB REPORT
This pint-sized DAC holds its own 
against the competition in this 
group test. The Chordette, in 
terms of measurement results, 
was very accomplished.
We measured a +/- 0.12dB frequency 
response, which is the minimal 
amount. No one part of the frequency 
bandwidth should be werly emphasize. 
Jitter was below the group average at 
350.Bps. In the group test this jitter 
measurement was good, but in 
reality, this jitter measurement is 
actually poor. There are timing variations 
in the signal path creating jitter.
Overall, this little DAC has low levels 
of distortion, crosstalk and a wide 
dynamic range and fairs quite well 
against the competition.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES

★ ★★★

LIKE: Characterful in 
a good way-always 
engagingand lively, with 
generallygood detail.

DISLIKE: Not always the 
most revealing and lacks 
a little focus.

WE SAY: The ease with 
which mobile devices can 
be hooked upwirelessly

OVERALL**** ir
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EExclusive news: the best product and service!
Free to visit or follow us on

Love is a many 
SPENDOR'd thing, 
LINN is now in bed 
with a big naim in 
Borehamwood II 
& that's a J
So if you're looking for the best in 
Hi Fi then check out Zinc HT, 
they are turning out to be big news! gy, ,

Zinc Home Technologies
New state of the art 4000 sq ft showroom with free on site parking

From High-End entertainment systems 
to the highest quality domestic appliances

The new audio visual experience.............................. Indulge your senses!

Meteor House, Manor Way, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire, WD6 1QQ

info@zinc-ht.com 
www.zinc-ht.com

2 ▲
° North

A5135/ k?-^ELSTREE WAY

«TOWN
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DVLA
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020 8953 5522
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Lavry
DA10 £102a*
At the top end of our group test price range, this DAC achieves 
everything that's expected of it and a little bit more
□ DETAILS

Origin: 
USA

Weight:
2kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
200x45x250mm
Features:
• Coaxial, optical, 
balanced digital 
inputs
• Balanced analogue 
outputs
• Headphone output 
•Adjustable output 
level
• Switchable polarity 
Distributor: 
Bigger Boat 
Telephone: 
07813760287
Website:
lavryengineering.com

ack in HFC316, we 
found plenty to like 
about this well-featured, 
pro-oriented DAC and

since two years is quite a long 
time in digital audio, we thought 
it might be worth another outing 
against the newest comers. It 
doesn't have phono sockets on it, 
but it does have a rather neat 
feature inside: you can configure 
each of pins 2 and 3 on the XLR 
outputs to be 'hot' or ground, 
thus ensuring compatibility with 
unbalanced systems by the simple 
expedient of plugging in adaptors 
which would otherwise short half 
the signal to ground and probably 
upset the circuit.

Both flavours of S/PDIF, plus ADS/ 
EBU make up the inputs. Selection is 
by a three-way switch, which may be 
old tech, but has the virtue of being 
completely unambiguous and easy to 
check visually. Other from-panel 
controls include stereo/mono, 
polarity inversion (always useful to 
have that somewhere in a system) 
and three different settings for the 
Phase-Locked Loop which latches on 
to the incoming data stream: 'Crystal' 
should be best and 'Wide' the most 
forgiving, but we couldn't spot much 
practical difference with any kit we 
tried hooking up.

The other useful feature is adjustable 
output level in ldB steps. Purists will 
be interested to know that this is

MODELDA10

M02ae in USA D¥
XLAD Enginr.:InSA. Inc 
Bain^^^ (Wlaatu. / .e. ■

C€

DA10

MODE

mono 

stereo *

done in the analogue domain, after 
the D-A conversion. It's more use for 
calibration than listening, though, 
especially as there's no remote.

Inside the DAlO is a roll-call of 
high-specification chips and it's all 
very neatly put together. The internal 
power supply is a switch-mode type.

Sound quality
In general, it's clearly an exceptionally 
honest piece of audio equipment, 
which tells it like it is, warts and all, 
with no concession to euphony - or 
to individual tastes. As such, it's 
liable to engender more respect than 
love in some listeners, but others will 
definitely love it to bits.

In the latter category is clearly one 
of our blind listeners, who praised 
the improved definition and solidity 
in the tone of piano and a whole new 
level of detail in the orchestral track, 
plus excellent dynamics, a fine sense 
of scale and well-defined soundstage.

On the other hand, another listener 
found the overall effect a little too 
forward and immediate, with voices 
which he felt came dangerously close 
to shouting at him. Otis Redding's 
backing band seemed to be struggling 
for domination over the singer, while 
Rachmaninov's music seemed unduly 
urgent and less beautiful than before.

There's no need to agonise over 
how to reconcile these opinions: they 
are classic reactions to ultra-clean 
audio. Some folks just don't want

9C^2r.:IVAC

I I
I •

4702ar.:I 

that. There's every reason to allow 
the existence of personal taste in 
sound reproduction equipment (why 
else do ultra-high-end components 
vary so noticeably?), accepting that 
kit like this which imposes next to no 
character on the sound is only one 
version of audio nirvana.

As our main listening system is 
often used to evaluate recordings 
made only hours ago, we are able to 
affirm that this is one of the most 
effortlessly revealing DACs we've 
ever heard and apparently utterly 
indifferent to the source, too. Excellent!

TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
The Lavry is a professional level 
DAC that has a wide variation of user 
options. We measured every aspect 
of it, to get the best picture of how it 
performs on paper.
Overall, we found the DAlO to be 
very good. It has the best frequency 
response measurement of the 
group and we measured +/-0.04dB 
variation in response. This is an 
excellent measurement.
Jitter levels were also notably low 
at 210ps. Crosstalk and distortion 
levels were a little below the group 
average, but nonetheless were still 
very good. If you are looking for a pro 
level product, then the DAlO is one 
of your best choices.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****

VALUE FOR MONEY

★★★★
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES

****

LIKE: Superbly 
unftustered and 
impeccably detailed

DISLIKE! Can be 
ruthlesslyrevealingof 
deficiencies in once^ 
admired recordings

WE SAY: Analysis likethis 
isn't everyone's taste but it 
should at least be heard

OVERALL

*****
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Hi-Fi Choice
Best loudspeaker Cable Awards

Connect your speakers with KIMBER's 
award winning loudspeaker cable

KIMBER 4VS speaker cable 'The Kimber really stood out with a wonderfully natural and relaxed performance. It did a fine job of making itself unobtrusive and letting the music take centre stage. The traditional woven construction is retained and the fit and finish is extremely high.' Hi-Fi Choice Awards 10

Call 0845 345 1550 or visit

www.russandrews.com/4VS

KIMBER 4VS shown terminated with bananas, 
also available pre-cut and stripped.X Ultra-pure copper

./ Clear/White Polyethylene insulation

./ 8 Varistrand™ conductors

NEW LOWER PRICE
£82 per 2.Sm pair pre-cut & stripped
£133 per 2.Sm pair terminated with bananas

http://www.russandrews.com/4VS
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Digital Link Ill £899
Even with its conventional engineering, this no-nonsense 
DAC excels in terms of both its price and its performance
□ DETAILS
Origin: 
USA
Weight:
3.5kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
220x75x350mm
Features:
• Coaxial, optical, 
USB digital inputs
• Balanced and 
unbalanced 
analogue outputs
• Upsamplingto 
96kHz/192kHz
Distributor: 
Signature Systems 
Telephone: 
020 8480 3333
Website: 
psaudio.com

S Audio may be better 
known these days in the 
UK as a mains treatment 
specialist, but the

company is proud of its heritage in 
digital audio, its DACs going back 
over two decades now. This 
well-established model is little 
brother to the 'Perfect Wave' but, 
unlike that network- and internet- 
enabled product, it is simply a 
DAC, with the usual S/PDIF inputs 
and a single USB socket.

The manufacturer makes no 
particularly remarkable claims for 
the technology of this DAC and 
indeed internal inspection reveals 
that it is a classic bit of no-nonsense 
electronics engineering. The key 
integrated circuits - DAC chip, 
sample-rate converter, digital 
receivers - are standard parts of 
very good performance and the 
audio circuitry is conventional, too.

It's clear that significant effort 
has been put into the power supply, 
though, and the transformer is a 
large item capable of powering a 
small integrated amp, aided and 
abetted by considerably more 
power supply capacitance than 
most DACs can offer, plus plenty 
of regulation, too.

As so often, it's the details that 
make the difference and while the 

basic specification of modern 
integrated circuits is often stunning, 
achieving that specification in 
practice requires careful thought 
and planning.

The Digital Link III offers 
selectable upsampling to 96kHz 
and 192kHz. We tried both and 
didn't really hear much difference, 
so we left it at 192kHz. Input 
selection is intelligent, scanning all 
three inputs and locking automatically 
to the one actually receiving data.

Sound quality
Overall, this was probably the 
favourite among the six, at least 
according to our expert listeners, 
who were notably united is liking 
just about everything it did. It has 
that rare knack of presenting a great 
amount of detail, leavened with 
just enough euphonious character 
to keep just about everyone happy.

It offers a generous and well- 
defined soundstage and very good 
integration between the various 
ranges and the instruments playing 
in them. And, perhaps most 
importantly, it seems to have 
immense adaptability - it is able 
to get right into the swing of any 
kind of music.

Among other desirable qualities 
that came out in our listening 

sessions, was the ability to handle 
both the raucous nature of Led 
Zeppelin and, minutes later, the 
orchestral lyricism of Rachmaninov. 
The former had an urgent sense of 
timing to it as well, while the latter 
benefitted from hugely powerful 
percussion and a great sense of 
grandeur when all the instruments 
came together. Voices were clearly 
individual, yet still part of a 
well-organised whole. Possibly not 
the most analytical hi-fi ever, but 
oh, so easy to enjoy!

TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
The PS Audio measured commendably 
against the others in this group test. 
Its technical performance didn't 
standout, but was still very good. 
lt has a relatively flat frequency 
response and variations in response 
were moderate at +/- 0.26dB.
We measured -94dB crosstalk levels, 
which equates to good channel 
separation internally. The only poor 
data we retrieved from this product 
was its jitter levels.
At 536.6ps, this DAC has some timing 
variations in the signal path. Take the 
jitter measurement out of the equation, 
and we have a very talented DAC 
from a technical standpoint.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-F -Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEATURES ........

★ ★★★

UKE:Aknack ofadapting 
effortlesslytothe 
requirements ofany music

DISLIKE: Veryslightf,'loses 
out on the analysis front

WESAY:Asimple. 
no-fuss product that 
just sounds great and, 
at its price, is something 
ofa bargain

OVERALL*****.
www.hifichoice.co.uk JANUARY 2011 (W Choice 51

psaudio.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


audio <T

While many of our competitors have chosen to focus 
on home cinema and IV, at Audio T we've never lost 
sight of our roots... set down In 2 channel over 44 years 
ago. We sell home cinema, of course, but we also have 
a range of 2 channel brands that is second to none 
together with streaming products from Naim, Arcam, 
Olive, Linn and Sonos.
All our stores have knowledgeable staff and a 
comfortable demonstration room. We can deliver and 
install systems for you and we are always happy to live 
up to our Price Promise.
So if you love music and want a system that will make 
you listen to more, you know where to come.

Winter Sale
Please visit our stores and check our website for 
the very latest special offers, deals and huge 

discounts we have on offer.

Brighton
01273 609431
Bristol
01179 264975
Cheltenham
01242 583960

Epsom
01372 748888
Oxford
01865 765961
Reading
0118 958 5463

Southampton
023 8025 2827
Tunbridge Wells
01892 525666

The stores below operate in association with SEVENO.a<S

Basingstoke Cardiff Preston
01256 324311 029 2022 8565 01772 883958
Blackpool Enfield Swansea
01253 300599 020 8367 3132 01792 474608
Bolton Lancaster Swindon
01204 395789 01524 39657 01793 538222
Brentwood Manchester Warrington
01277 264730 0161 839 8869 01925 632179
Camberley Portsmouth Worcester
01276 685597 023 9266 3604 01905 619059

Buy Now, Pay in 12 Months Time*
On all our favourite brands: Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Bryston, Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Dali, Electrocompaniet, Epson, Focal, Humax, JVC, KEF, Kudos, Linn, Marantz, Michell, Monitor Audio, NAD, Naim, Olive, Onkyo, Optoma, Panasonic, Peachtree Audio, Philips, Pioneer, PMC, ProAc, Project, Pure Sound, Quad, Rega, REL Roksan, Rotel, Samsung, Sonos, Sony, Spendor, Sugden, Tannoy, Totem, Vienna, Vita, Wharfedale and Yamaha.
’Subject to status. Ask instore for details. Not all brands are available in 
every shop so please check our website before travelling.

www.audio-t.co.uk

http://www.audio-t.co.uk
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Stello
DA100 Signature £7so

Stello is creating quite a buzz with its range of features 
and unforgettable performance levels

□ DETAILS
Origin: 
Korea
Weight:
3.5kg
D'mensions: 
(WxHxD) 
215x55x290mm
Features:
• Coaxial, optical, 
balanced, USB, 125 
digital inputs
• Balanced and 
unbalanced 
analogue outputs 
•Upsampling to 
96kHz/192kHz/off 
Distributor: 
Vivid Audio
Telephone: 
01903 530005
Website: 
aprilmusic.com

orean manufacturer April 
Music maintains different 
brands for its different 
ranges, with Stello generally

offering mid-price equipment that's 
always very smartly turned out 
and, in the case of the 100 Series, 
efficiently cased in half-width 
aluminium housings like this one.

It's a pretty straightforward 
proposition, but with one interesting 
and unusual addition in the form of 
the I2S input. This interface has been 
around for a while, though it's fair to 
say it hasn't exactly caught on like 
wildfire. Its big attraction is that it 
carries separate clock and data 
signals, which gives the potential to 
reduce jitter as the clock no longer 
has to be recovered from the data.

The other surprise in this DAC is 
its construction. We've become 
completely accustomed to surface
mount components inside audio kit 
of all kinds, especially digital, but 
Stello has managed to source 
through-hole components for 
practically every job on the board. 
The exceptions include the critical 
DAC chip, plus the sample-rate 
converter and the digital input 
receiver (so most of the important 
functionality, if we're honest), but 
every single analogue part is a 
good old through-hole device of 
generous dimensions.

The theme of component quality is 
maintained by the use of good
quality plastic film capacitors at all 
audio-signal positions, while the 
power supply is also well equipped. 
Upsampling is optional and can be 
set to 96kHz or 192kHz (we slightly 
preferred it left off). Incidentally, 
contrary to claims in Stella's 
literature, the USB input is only 
capable of receiving sample rates 
up to 48kHz.

Sound quality
This DAC makes a lot of the right 
noises and it seems from our 
listeners' notes that they largely 
enjoyed their experience of it. A 
quick, but honest summary would 
seem to be that it is good at small
scale music and also at presenting 
the big picture.

Certainly there's good pace in the 
sound and plenty, of verve with any 
lively natured music. Our Otis Redding 
track, which undeniably shows its 
age a little on any system, became 
positively nostalgic for a couple of 
our listeners, although it's clearly not 
strictly accurate. The opening of the 
Led Zeppelin track had fantastically 
present cymbal and drums, though 
precision and definition did wilt a 
little when the entire band got going.

In the classical music tracks, which 
should have very good imaging, there 

was a slight sense of the performers 
being a little confined in space.
They were all clear to hear, but the 
acoustic seemed reduced in size and 
the overall scale of the music was 
reduced along with it.

On the other hand, the immediacy 
of the Stella's presentation did no 
harm at all in keeping up excitement 
and this is just one of the aspects that 
make this a DAC one could easily 
listen to long-term. It's not quite for 
everyone, but it does get the adrenaline 
flowing and we can imagine many 
listeners falling for it in a big way.

TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
The Stello DAlOO performed the worst 
of the group. There are significant 
variations in frequency ^response and 
wo measured a ^response of +/-1.22dB. 
^Based on these r^ulte users will notice 
some prominent sound anomalies. 
toCroslklevelsworewollbelow the 
group average at-73dB. Intemaljitter 
^was also quite high at473ps. This is a 
[por measurement ^^ed on our scale. 
Not all bad vath this DAC, wo
measured lowTHD+N tecels and a 
wide dynamic range. But in a highly 
competitive group ttest, the DAl 00 
comes in last t^red on the technical data.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****★

VALUE FOR MONEY
****★
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES 
★ ★★★

LIKE Generally good 
at maintaining the 
excitement of a great 
performance

DISUKE:Canbeabit 
too warm and fuzzy 
at times

WESAY:Overall,avery 
enjoyable piece of kit to 
l isten to

OVERALL

****★ ,
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BLIND LISTENINGGROUPTEST ^g_£i.02s
Lab conclusions
The competition between our six DACs was a close call, but in the end, a combination 
of technical versatility and sound performance decided the winners
TECH LABS 1 o

Competition was stiff in our DAC 
Blind-listening Group Test this 
month. As our readers know, testing 
can be a little bit of an enigma 
sometimes. It's easy to assume that 
the best measurements equate to the 
best sound, but this isn't always the 
case. Sometimes the poorest 
technical performers sound better.

So why do we measure products? 
Simply because we believe that 
technical data helps tell the whole 
story about a product.

This month, the tests showed, for 
example, that the Benchmark DAC1 , 
produced the best overall technical

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Make/model Arcam 
rDAC 

results in our test lab. It had the lowest 
jitter levels, frequency response 
variations were minimal and crosstalk 
was good at -94dB. The technical 
results that we measured were very 
good and in thiscase equated to 
excellent sound quality, too.

Close behind was the PS Audio Digital 
link Ill and Lavry DAlO. Both of these 
products measured commendably. 
The Digital Link Ill fell short in the jitter 
category by a wide margin, while DA10 
faltered in the crosstalk and THD+N 
category. Nonetheless, these DACs 
caught the attention of our panel. Both 
had superb sound quality.

Benchmark
DACl Digital Link Ill DAlOO Signature

Coming in at the back of the pack are 
the Arcam and Stello. From a technical 
standpoint the rDAC measured quite 
well, while on the other hand the 
DA100s technical measurements were 
the worst of the group. The panel felt 
that while they both sounded good, 
they fell short compared to the 
competition. In last place comes the 
Chord Electronics Chordette Peach. 
In the lab this product measured well, 
but fell short in sound quality.

It was hard for our panel to decide on 
a winner. In the end, it was decided that 
the Benchmark DAC1 ticked all the right 
buttons and edged out the competition.

PLUGGING
IN

Our six DACs offer 
avarietyof 
connections to 
receive and output 
signals and any 
purchasing decisions 
you make will, in part, 
depend on what you 
require in your system.

The Arcam, Chord, 
PS Audio and Stello 
all support USB, 
which will make 
connection to a PC 
a simpler task. The 
Stello, Benchmark 
and Lavry will accept 
digital over a 
balanced AES socket.

The DACs also 
feature conventional 
RCA phono outputs, 
but the Benchmark, 
Lavry, PS Audio and 
Stello also output 
over balanced XLR 
sockets, beneficial 
when connecting 
to a suitably 
equipped amplifier.

PS Audio StelloChord Electronics Asec
Chordette Peach DAlO

Price £300 £950 £799 £1,028 £899 £750

Sound ★ ★ ★ ★.....
zt*****..... ... ****.„... .... ****.*._._..„ ★ ★★★★ ★ ★ ★★.....

Value
*****

i***** ★ *★★ ★ ★★* **** ****

Build
..... -------- ----- —
***★ i ★ ★★★★ ★ ★ ★ ★.... ... ****.... „ ★ ★★★★

*****

Features **** i **** ★ ★★★ **** **** ****

Overall **★★............ j***** ★★★*★ ★ ★★★★ ... ★ ★★★.....

Conclusion A delightful and user
friendly unit which really 
does get the best out of 
its USB connection

Despite the lack of USB, 
this could be the heart of 
a digital-source system 
of a distinctly classy nature

....
The ease with which 
mobile devices can be 
hooked up wirelessly is a 
definite asset

Superbly unflustered 
and impeccably detailed, 
but can be ruthless with 
old recordings

A simple no-fuss product 
that just sounds great 
and, at its price, is 
something of a bargain

Good at maintaining te 
excitement of a recording 
and is an enjoyable 
piece of kit to listen to

Key features

S/PDIFinputs elec/opt 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1
..****■••••••w••*... *■ 1

Other inputs USB XLR Wireless XLR XLR, USB XLR, USB 12S

Balanced output No Yes No Yes Yes Yes

MaxsampleratesPl 96kHz 192kH 
..............,**_**—..*.**—* — ■■■■■■,,.......—__

. 96kHZ 96kHz 192kHz.............. 96kHz

Variable output No Yes
__________ * ___ *** * . . ***** • • • M. •♦*• ■ ••• *.** ****************** ****** ***********

No Yes No No

Lab conclusions E = Excellent| AA=Above average | A = average | BA = average | P=poor

THD+N 2.02%A 2.01%A 2.04%A 2.05%A 2.01%A 2.07%A

Frequency response +/-0.09dBA +/-0.ldBA 
---- ---- As — ------.................

+/-0.12dBA +/-0.04dBE +/-0.26dBA +/-1.22dBP

Crosstalk
. •••• • ••••••••••-••••••••-••••••••••••••••__••_.

-96dB A -94dBA -92dBA -86dB BA -94dBA -73dBP

.. .  *“"knn«» . 96-OdB 96.OdB E E............ ...........
...... - ......

i 96.0dBE ........ ..................................... ?6dBE. . . . . . . . . . 96dBE

Audio jitter 708.6ps P 168.4ps E
.****•*•*****••***.«*..•••*«»«*•«•

350.Sps P
..••■.

210psAA 536.6 P 473psP
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BLIND LISTENING
£300-£i?0i8 GROUPTEST

Blind-listening verdicts
Our unsighted listening panel has revealed the future stars of 2011 - those products 
destined to transform ageing source components and PC audio everywhere

THAT THIS PROVED a very hard group 
to rank should be evident from the 
very close numerical scores we gave 
the various DACs. Frankly, they're all 
good equipment and the comparisons 
in sound are not vast. The differences 
in features are just as likely to be a 
decider for many, with the USB input 
of the PS Audio Digital Link Ill, for 
instance, giving it a useful lead over 
the equally adept Benchmark and 
Lavry units. (Though don't forget that 
USB-5/PDIF convertors exist.)

Because of its price (about one-third 
of the others), the Arcam rDAC was 
always going to be up against some 
stiff competition, but we're glad 
we included it, as its performance in 
the Blind-listening Group Test was 
by no means a disaster. Its inclusion 
of a whole new way of receiving 
jitter-free USB audio is admirable and 
the wireless option makes it a very 
attractive option. For value, it arguably 
carries the crown here.

Chord Electronics' Chordette Peach 
actually scored lowest overall, a fact 
we're slightly embarrassed about 
because it lost points in each area 

for quite small details - tough 
but, we feel, fair. Even so, it does 
sound very appealing and it certainly 
looks distinctive.

Stella's DA100 Signature scored 
on aggregate the same as the 
Arcam, falling just short of the high 
standards from the three American 
contenders here. Again, it's still a 
good component - and like the 
Chord, obviously well suited to its 
manufacturer's other components, 
in this case because of the 12S input 
as well as the looks.

But the good ol' US of A can 
rejoice this time, with Benchmark, 
Lavry and PS Audio all earning 
maximum points for sound. They 
don't all sound alike, though the 
Benchmark and Lavry are actually 
quite close, but they do all sound 
great: detailed, lifelike, full of energy, 
tonally neutral and extended... 
what more do you want?

In the end, deciding on an overall 
winner came down to price, features 
and hi-fi friendliness, as we felt the 
sound of all three was nothing short 
of excellent.»

THE WINNER IS...

Choice
GROUPTEST 

WINNER

THE BENCHMARK DAC1 sells for a 
little more than the PS and a little 
less than the Lavry unit and seems to 
us to balance studio and audiophile 
sound admirably.
We also feel that the specification
is amongst the best here. There is no USB socket 
(although a version is available with USB) but 
the three digital inputs, volume control and 
the excellent headphone socket are a fine and 
comprehensive feature set and give the Benchmark 
considerable flexibility in use and application.

It has detail to die for and its general presentation 
is clean almost to a fault. So much so, indeed, that 
some listeners will find it unprepossessing at first. 
We do urge you to persevere, though, because over 
a longer period one soon comes to realise that one 
is hearing familiar recordings as never before. In a 
good way!

Want to build a system around our winners? We've cherry-picked some 
of the most compatible partners for our cutting-edge DACs

AMPLIFIER:
Cambridge Audio 840A £800
A long-standing favourite ofours, not least 
because of the flexibility it offers. The 840A 
includes a pair of balanced inputs that will 
benefit four of our six DACs. There are, of course, 

six extra inputs as well. Sonically, this is still a 
strong-performing amplifier. We like the 
excellent tonality and strong bass extension that 
helps obtain good results from even small 
speakers. Throw in a power output able to drive 
most loads to just about any listening level and 
you have a veritable bargain.

LOUDSPEAKER:
ATC SCM16A £2,376
For those of you with a pro audio leaning. the 
volume control-equipped Benchmark and Lavry 
could be connected directly to these active 

standmounts to function as digital preamps. 
And the ATCs offer quite the incentive to do so. 
These are fantastically detailed speakers with 
superb pace and timing. Their built in 250-watt 
amplification gives them phenomenal punch 
and grip for a comparatively small speaker.

LOUDSPEAKER:
Sonus faber Cremona
Auditorium £3,350
For those looking for something a little less 
utilitarian than the ATC (and something that 
allows you to choose your own amplifier), the 
Sonus faber could be it. These are some of the 
most attractive and beautifully built speakers on 
sale today. All of which would be irrelevant, if the 
sonic performance was below par, but the 
Cremona rewards with a detailed and vibrant 
performance with effortless soundstaging
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REVIEWS

POWER

KRELL S-35OA
CD PLAYER £2,695

Eastern 
promise
Kreil’s expanding eastern-made, entry-level 
range heralds a new era of affordability for the 
high-end marque. Alvin Gold looks in

u Kreil not only epitomises 
the American high end, 
the company practically 
invented it: the brand is

quintessentially macho, solid, 
muscular and aspirational, as well as 
being reassuringly expensive with 
build quality that often seems utterly, 
and gloriously over the top. The very 
idea of a budget Kreil range is a kind 
of oxymoron, but even Kreil is not 
immune to what’s happening in the 

wider world. If ever the time was 
ripe for an affordable range of Kreil 
products, the current global 
economic slowdown has provided 
the perfect opportunity.
Thereat thing

Tested here is the entry-level S-350a, 
which is a CD-only player. The 
closely related S-350av adds DVD 
playback (upscaled to 1080p) and 
the claim is that it does so without

DETAILS
PRODUCT: 
Kreil S-350a
Origin: 
•SA/China
Type: 
Compact disc player
Weight: 11.4kg 
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
438x104x450mm
Key Features:
• Compatible with 
CD-DA, CD-ROM, 
MP3-CD
• Modular 
design, internally 
upgradable for 
DVD replay
• TEAC-Esoteric slot
loading mechanism
• 24bit/192kHz 
differential mode 
D/A converter for 
each channell2V 
trigger I/O
Distributor: 
Absolute Sounds
Phone: 
0208971 3909
WEBSITE: 
kretlonline.com

compromise to CD playback^ 
performance. We discovered it 
performs as we describe below, as a 
CD player that is already built around 
a DVD mechanism. Put a DVD in the 
player and see for yourself.

As a CD player, the S-350a is 
straightforward. It has all the usual 
search and repeat modes, a neat and 
very simple backlit LCD display and 
you can extract the analogue audio 
signal in single-ended or balanced 
forms, using XLR sockets on the back. 
But the player will deliver electrical 
digital outputs in (optical) TOSLINK 
or (electrical) S/PDIF form and it 
will also accept external digital 
signals, again both optical and 
electrical. It will even accept high
resolution signals - up to 96kHz 
anyway, which is the limit for the 
connector types used.

The player is also equipped with 
12V trigger in and outputs and an 
RC-5 input, which can be used to 
integrate the player with system 
controllers from AMX, Crestron and 
the like. It’s also equipped with an
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RS-232 socket for external comms, 
but there is no HDMI output and the 
AV version of the S-350 is limited to 
composite and S-video, which will 
hamstring the player as a high
performance video source component.

Internally, the S-350a is well 
specified, with a massive power 
supply section and solid build quality. 
It is also compatible with CD-DA, 
CD-R/RW and MP3 CD media. 
Having being made outside of the 
USA was not used as an excuse for 
second-rate construction.

Unlike previous generation Kreil 
products, dating from their 
introduction in the early ‘80s, the 
S-350a is made in China, though the 
design comes as usual from the Kreil 
R&D labs at Kreil HQ in Connecticut.

The player takes advantage of 
hardware developments that were 
originally introduced to service the 
computer market. The most obvious 
of these is the player’s slot-loading 
mechanism, which is becoming 
increasingly common instead of the 
more traditional loading drawer.

No one could ever 
reasonably claim that 
the player is anything 
less than immaculately 
built and presented.”
We first saw samples of Chinese- 
made Kreil components two or 
(perhaps) three years ago at CES - 
the world’s largest consumer 
electronics shindig in Las Vegas - 
where we found Dan Agostino 
(co-founder and then CEO of Kreil), 
with some prototypes, exuding a 
child-like enthusiasm about the fact 
that he was able to send the Chinese 
factory a set of drawings and circuit 
diagrams and within a few months 
receive back, as if by magic, a fully 
sorted and working product.

As far as we know, the products he 
had at the time never appeared on 
the market. They were tryouts. 
But he was clearly impressed with 
what was possible and the importer 

sent us an sample of the matching 
S-300 amplifier to try out with the 
review player, which provided the 
perfect opportunity to see how 
they would interact.

Kreil’s bells
The S-350a is shockingly heavy 
- the only way to explain the 
11.4kg deadweight in a CD player 
is the inclusion of a typically Kreil 
scale power supply with a massive 
torroidal transformer of a capacity 
more appropriate to an amplifier 
than a CD player - though unusually 
robust external metalwork is also 
part of the equation. No one could 
reasonably claim that the player is 
anything less than immaculately 
built and presented.

As usual with Kreil, the S-350a has 
a plethora of small control buttons, 
far too many to take in at a single 
glance, which for many will make 
operation using the supplied remote 
control more natural. But in its 
favour, the native control set is 
positive and gives good tactile

TALKING 
POINT

THE KRELL won’t 
play SACD, despite 
using a D/A 
converter chip, 
which is itself DSD- 
compatible. Almost 
all of the Burr-Brown 
Advanced Segment 
DACs, accept both 
PCM and DSD data. 
For the few that 
come in PCM-only 
formats as well as 
PCM/DSD, there 
is no difference in 
performance.

Followers of Kreil 
will know that 
the company has 
suffered from the 
unreliability and 
poor availability of 
some of the earlier 
SACD mechanisms 
it used and so it 
has now decided to 
pull the plug on the 
format with all new 
and forthcoming 
disc players.

www.hifichoice.co.uk
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PCVIFWC KRELL S-350AREVIEWS CD PLAYER £2,696

Q&A...
WE SPOKE WITH BILL MCKIEGAN, 
PRESIDENT OF KRELL INDUSTRIES

HFC: Why use a slat-loading 
mechanism? Did the use of such 
o mechanism cause any design 
problems or issues?
BM: lnternally, a disc is handled the 
same way whether it is brought into 
the unit via a tray or a slot. The benefits 
of the slot-loading mechanism we are 
using is that the buffer is employed 
after the data is read from the disc.
I nstead of the data being used from 
the disc directly, it is sent to a buffer. 
This 7.5-sec buffer provides a safe 
haven forthe data, isolating it from 
drive-reading errors and any externally 
caused vibrational errors that might 
corrupt the data. In conjunction 
with our proprietary jitter-reduction 
module, we present the most precise 
signal to the digital circuitry. This is 
the same system that is used in our 
flagship Evolution 52Sa CD player.

Are there any restrictions, for 
example, inthe use of non-standard 
disc sizes or shapes?
There are no restrictions, the 5-350a 
can play 12cm and 8cm discs.

Can you describe the power supply 
topology?-this seems to be where 
a lot of work and expense has gone
The power supply is classic Krell in that 
it appears to be overkill for a source 
unit. In reality, it is what is necessary 
to deliver top-end performance. 
Technology-wise, it is a linear 
design with a discrete cascode error 
amplifier for the analogue audio stage 
regulators. This provides extremely 
tight voltage-regulation. The high
current regulators are a low-dropout 
voltage design and use Schottky 
rectifiers in the input supply for higher 
efficiency and lower heat dissipation 
than typical linear supplies.

There's no headphone socket or 
CD-Text facility. Why is that?
We didn't feel we could do justice 
to headphone-listening by simply 
adding a headphone jack. We would 
rather leave a feature off than to do 
it poorly. In the case of CD-Text, it is 
simply not supported by the decoder 
we are using.

HIDDEN TECH

O lnhaler-styleCDdrive ^0 Shielded mains supplyOVerygenerous,high- 
performance torrodial 
transformer

O Digital input board O Complexoutputstage

feedback through the fingertips.
The dimmable backlit LCD display is 

clear and uncomplicated, though 
it tends to switch to the negative when 
viewed from oblique angles. The 
player handles discs quietly and 
without so much as a hint of 
temperament, in fact, the only features 
we missed and would have liked to 
have seen were a headphone socket 
and, perhaps, CD Text (see interview 
with Krell's Bill McKiegan, left).

Taking all the plusses and minuses 
into account, including sound quality 
which is discussed separately, this 
player represents exceptional value. 
It is not just the most affordable 
way of joining the exclusive Krell 
owners' club, this is a player that 
delivers, well beyond what might 
have been expected.

Even and articulate

The S-350a was supplied for test 
with a sample of the matching S-300 
integrated amplifier and the 
prognosis is unequivocal; they work 
brilliantly, separately and together.

Both units - the CD player and the 
matching amplifier - achieve a very 
high standard, much higher, in fact, 
than we had anticipated. There 
are some obvious mechanical

O Servo board including 
DVD control

elements of the performance 
available from this player (and 
indeed the matching S-300 
amplifier) that come across clearly at 
an early stage. The midband, for 
example, is very smooth, even and 
articulate, 
and essentially free of the 
flatness and lack of perspectives 
endemic with many lesser players, 
as well as some of Krell's early 
disc-playing hardware.

By the same token, the treble 
sounds well integrated and highly 
detailed and the bass is more 
full-bodied than many earlier 
generations of Krell players. 
Discs are handled efficiently, with 
rapid track access and virtually no 
sound from the internal mechanism, 
or the spinning discs themselves. 
The additive result of these factors 
is that the Krell is easier to listen to 
for extended periods and is more 
believable, too.

Overall it does a fine job of CD 
replay and it extracts a commitment 
and passion that is unusual from 
compact disc. Imagery is handled 
in an unusually three-dimensional 
way. Image depths are fully 
painted-in and the players bass is 
particularly deep and potent, too.

58 th Choice JANUARY 2011 ^ww.hifichoice.co.uk

ww.hifichoice.co.uk


KRELL S-350A DCVIP\A/C
CD PLAYER £2,695 REVIEWS

O Expansion port for 
video-equipped model OSeparatetop panel,side 

panels and bottom plate 
for rigid construction ©Choice of unbalanced 

and balanced outputs
O Digitalinputsandoutputs O Third-partycontrol 

connections for integration

We were particularly impressed by the way it handled such material as Mary Coughlan's Moon Over 
Bourbon Street, which came across with such obvious depth and such exquisite world-weariness, it was almost too much to bear. The top end is clean, with a convincing sense of air and space, which was shown clearly with a range of recordings, including the exquisite purity of Christianne Stotijn's mezzo in Brahms' Alto Rhapsody and Mahler’s Rickert-Lieder from an Onyx album originally given away as a freebie magazine cover-mount.This album usually reproduces well. The difference here is that the Kreil made the best of what was clearly a well-conceived recording and performance, by adding a sense of air and presence that other replay systems often fail to resolve. This is the difference between plain good sound quality and a performance (with the emphasis on that word) that causes the hairs to rise on the back of the neck.

This album also demonstrated another element of the Kreil: it's ability to create a very precisely delineated stereo soundstage, with properly fleshed-out depth and a beautifully articulated sense of scale and spaciousness. But this is certainly not limited to this one recording, or even a select group of them. There was a similar quality in musically unrelated material, one example from many being the album Raising Sand from the improbable combination of Alison Krauss and Robert Plant.It was even more apparent, or at least more dramatically so, with some more obviously heavyduty material, including a Signum Classics live recording (in London's Royal Festival Hall) of Schoenberg's massive oratorio Guerre-Lieder. The player’s ability to bring off testing recordings like this without sounding excessively dense or congested, yet without loss of weight or impact, marks the S-350a out as special. By comparison, many other broadly comparable

players tend to sound flat and are difficult to become involved in, but lack of involvement was not a factor with the Krell.
THE S-350A player 
is easy to build 
systems around. Ilt is 
clearly well-matched 
with the 5-300 
integrated amplifier, 
and not just because 
they are an aesthetic 
match, but also 
because they speak 
in a similar voice: 
with boldness, 
and conviction 
and because they 
are capable of 
resolving the 
architecture of the 
material they play.

The matching 
amplifier seems 
very close to true 
high-end audiophile 
standards and is a 
perfect partner.

Straightforward and practical The S-350a speaks for itself. This is a straightforward, practical player that supports balanced audio and is well-enough endowed to drive compact disc a long way towards the limits of the format.The DVD version of the player (which costs considerably more) is less convincing. Yes, the ability to upgrade the player to full DVD status is a neat trick, but it won't handle Blu-ray discs and it won't talk down an HOM! pipe, which ultimately makes this version of the player of limited value.The minor criticisms described elsewhere in this article - no headphone socket and no CD Text - are far outweighed by what it does and does well as a dedicated audio player. It looks as if the switch from West to East with this range has done little to upset the Krell reputation. •
TECH LABS Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE OUR VERDICT

^^: D^^K AUAU>tO(0dBFS)0.007% 20kHz(Lto F^RANGE:: 168.5 (Fast filter)(0.02%dBFS; 20Hz-20kHz Ro93dB;iR 96.0dB.We 173.2 (Slow filter).2.07%-60dBFS). +/• 0.07dB.We toL>93dB. measured TEACdriveI internal distortion measured rroll-off Good channel excellent dynamic mechanismwas low, butwe above3kHz. Slow separation range from this and Burr-Brownhave measured filter measured between left and unit Meets CD's 1793DACsalllower levels +/- 1.58dB rightsignal paths theoreticallimit contribute here

SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY
****1
FEATURES

LIKE: Well specified player with straightforward control system and readable display
DISLIKE: No headphone socket; no CDJext
WE SAY: Accomplished CD player with real breeding underpinning its excellent performance

OVERALL

*****
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I s cole k®
The power to deliver ‘clean’ power

WHAT HI R?

Syncro is IsoTek’s latest 
product and the company’s 
most advanced mains cable - 
but it’s also so much more.Syncro incorporates innovative electronics, housed in an anti-resonant aluminium case, designed to synchronise the mains supply in order to promote a perfectly symmetrical sine wave, delivering significant sonic improvements.

Stops transformer buzz, a common problem 
referred to as DC on the mains.
Can be used on all high quality Hi-Fi 
separates including mains filters. 
Improves sound quality.
High quality 24ct gold 
connectors.
Advanced power 
cord with active 
shielding. 
Award 
winning 
design 
team.

’’IsoTek is the leader 
in mains conditioning products 
Hi-Fi News

'IsoTek is the UK’s biggest name in 2006 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Full System 
Enhancer CD

Hi-Fi Choice WHAT Hl R?

pufdhasafbut when

improvements... 
hetherto

’’IsoTek has built itself a reputation as a 
purveyor of mains conditioners that 
actually improve
(as opposed to just alter) the sound”
Hi-Fi World

2005 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Gemini-6-Way

To obtain your free IsoTek brochure please call:

2003 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner 
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk! ]

01276 501 392
info@soundfowndations.co.uk
www.soundfowndations.co.ukwww.isoteksystems.com

2002 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner
IsoTek SubStation

2007 Hi-Fi Choice i

Category Winner (
IsoTek Sigmas t

’007 Sound & Vision 2008 Hi-Fi Choice :
Category Winner Best Buy i
Hungary IsoTek Sirius 1
soTek Gil Mini Sub

2008 Hi-Fi Choice
Silver Category Award 
soTek Sirius

best ■to■i i 
4= WINNER £ HIGHLY I

2006
)06 Hi-Fi News
ategory Winner
>Tek Sigmas
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2006 Hi-Fi News
Product of the Year
IsoTek Sigmas

2006 T.A.S.
Editors Choice 
Nordost Thor by IsoTek
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2006 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Sigmas
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2005 Hi-Fi Choice
Editors Choice
Nordost Thor by IsoTek
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2005 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Titan

2005 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner
IsoTek Titan

«öS■
2005 What Hi-Fi?
Product of the Year
Hong Kong
IsoTek Titan

2004 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Gil Vision

2004 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner 
IsoTek GII Mini Sub

2004 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner 
IsoTek GII Vision

2004 Hi-Fi Plus
Category Winner
Nordost Thor by IsoTek
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2003 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mkl]

V

2003 Hi-Fi Choice
Editors Choice
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk1 ]

2003 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk1]

2003 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mklj

mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
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REVIEWSMISSION MX5 
FLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKER £800

Mission 
possible
Ed Selley gears up to test drive the new MXS, a 
low-cost, high-value speaker that's as easy to 
drive as its sporty Mazda namesake

ission has a long-held 
reputation for producing 
keenly priced entry-level 
speakers and its brand

new MX series pitches in to this hotly 
contested area. The six-strong range 
includes three standmount and three 
floorstanding models, of which the 
MXS is the largest and costliest.

And 'large' is a word that will 
certainly cross the mind of anyone 
unboxing a pair of MXSs. Standing 
a few centimetres over a metre tall 
(when fitted with spikes), this is one 
of the largest sub-£1,000 speakers we 
have seen in quite a while. So much 
so, that we would encourage any 
buyer to see a pair in the flesh before 
taking them home.

The MXS uses three six-inch drivers

sensitivity of 90dB, the MXS should 
not prove a problem to most amps 
it is likely to be paired with. Given 
an output of 60 watts or more, 
the MXS will generate more than 
adequate listening levels for most 
rooms, immaterial of size.

The construction of the MXS 
suggests a prodigious low end 
and, in practice, the MXXS has 
commendable bass weight. What 
is more of a surprise is the speed 
and agility of the low end and 
how well it integrates with the upper 
and midrange frequencies.

The MXS will follow fast and 
complex bass lines with accuracy 
and vigour, at the same time avoiding 
the sense of more subtle information 
being overwhelmed by it.

□ DETAILS
Product: 
MissionMXS
Origin:
UK/China
l'fpe:
Three-way 
floorstanding bass 
reflex
Weight
28.3 kg (each)
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
250x995x390mm
Features:
• Covers fitted with 
waveguides for 
optimal performance 
whilst fitted
• Bi-wirable/ 
bi-ampable
• Twin reflex ports
Distributor:
Mission
Contact:
01480 447700
Website:
mission.co.uk

Forgiving nature
Tonality is generally good: 
voices and instruments sound 
commendably real and believable. 
Thanks, in part, to the strong bass 
response, there is also an appreciable 
scale and soundstage to most recordings. 
Placed more than two metres apart, 
the MXS will present a coherent 
space with artists and instruments 
believably placed within it.

Absolute detail retrieval is good 
rather than great; there is a sense 
that the IMXS is giving the bigger 
picture, rather than presenting every 
last facet of the performance.

Incidental details, such as audience 
response in live recordings or the 
aside of one musician to another, can 
be lost (when more exacting speakers 
will find them), but the overall sense 
of the recording is well captured. 
This does help make the MXS 
forgiving of poor recordings, 
however it will make even very dire 
productions sound relatively together 
and enjoyable. This seems to play 
well across many musical styles 
and the MXS rarely fails to be an 
enjoyable listen with virtually all 
genres of music.

paired with a one-inch tweeter. These 
drivers are fitted with covers that 
incorporate built-in wave guides, 
something which Mission claims 
allows the speaker to perform at its 
best with the covers on. We tested 
them in this manner, although this 
was partly due to the fact that the 
covers looked as if they needed 
considerable force to remove.

Fit for a king
The fit and finish is of a commendable 
standard for the price. Detailing - 
like the large spiked plinth fitted to 
the base of each speaker and the 
terminal blocks - all feels sturdy and 
well thought out. The black ash 
finish is good with no visible seams 
or joins and the overall impression 
is of a well-constructed product.

There is certainly a sense that 
you're getting a lot of speaker for 
the money. The large, black, multiple 
driver design, for example, does 
have a faintly aggressive air to it, 
suggesting that it will be at its 
best when most ballistic.

Tower of power
In practice, the MXS is far more 
refined than the menacing exterior 
might suggest. Thanks to a claimed

Cohesive-sounding
The sheer size of the IMXS is, 
perhaps, the biggest restriction to 
an unconditional recommendation. 
It may simply be too large to work 
correctly in smaller rooms, where 
two-channel equipment can 
often find itself. But, if you can 
accommodate a speaker of this size, 
the MXS has much to recommend it.

This is a well thought out and 
cohesive-sounding loudspeaker, 
with impressive scale and dynamics. 
It also presents a sufficiently easy 
load that should make it compatible 
with the majority of amplifiers.

In the final analysis, the IMXS is 
a very likeable speaker and puts 
Mission firmly back in the sub-£1,000 
speaker challenge. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY
★ ★★★
EASE OF DRIVE
★ ★★★★

LIKE: Goodvalue, easy 
todrivewith goodsound 
quality
DISLIKE: May be too 
large forsome; d not the 
most detailed
WE SAY: An engaging 
listen. Certainlyworth 
an audition, ifyou have 
the room

OVERALL

****
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PEACHTREE AUDIO NOVA 
KCVlCVVJ AMPLIFIER/DAC £1,099

Peachy 
soundsPeachtree Audio is a brand for those in the know. Available in the UK at last, Malcolm Steward tries its innovative Nova amplifier/DAC

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
Peachtree Audio
Nova
ORIGIN: USA
TYPE: Hybrid 
amplifier/DAC
WEIGHT:
11.Skg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
375x127x356mm
FEATURES^:
•Valve for reducing 
digital glare
• Switchable 
DAC filterou certainly seem to get your money's worth with the Peachtree Nova: a valve and solid-state preamplifier, a Class A headphone amplifier, 80 watts of power amplification and a high-quality DAC, all in a single, art deco-style enclosure with a swish wooden surround in a piano black, Rosewood (pictured) or Cherry finish.Remove a panel on the rear of the enclosure and you have an aperture into which you can slot a Sones ZP-90 ZonePlayer, in effect very tidily turning the hybrid Nova into a 

wireless integrated amplifier for your Sones system. It is already starting to sound like the ideal heart of an office or study system...
Solid-state circuitryOne of the Nova's most unusual features is a switch on its remote control, labeled 'TUBE'. When you use the Nova as an integrated amplifier, preamp, or as a headphone amplifier, you can use this switch to choose between a solid-state or a Class A valve-based input stage. If you select the latter, a blue LED illuminates the valve-viewing

• Storage space 
for Sonos ZP-90 or 
SqueezeboxTouch 
•Signal lock 
indicator on 
input buttons 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Computers 
Unlimited
TELEPHONE:
02082008282
WEBSITE: 
signalpathint.com

window in the front panel of the Nova. The valve in question is a Russian-made 6922 triode.The Nova's preamp section has both variable and fixed-level outputs (with the fixed outputs being driven only by solid-state circuitry), making it easy to use the Nova to drive an outboard power amplifier or subwoofer, if you so desire. There is also an AV bypass facility, whereby the Nova can be connected to an AV processor and simply used to drive the front, left and right channels for improved sound quality.You can also use the Nova as a standalone headphone amplifier. When you plug your headphones into the relevant socket, the speakers are effectively automatically muted when the Class NB power amplifier stage disengages.The Nova can also be used as a 
24-bit/96kHz standalone DAC that, according to some critics, bears comparison to dedicated high-end DAC designs. That is a bold claim to make for the DAC in an all-in-one- type device that costs half of what you might expect to pay for a top-notch, dedicated DAC. Either
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PEACHTREE AUDIO NOVA DCWIEIA/CAMPLIFIER/DAC £1,099 REVIEWS

some critics have very questionable standards or the Nova's DAC is truly something special.The DI A stage employs an ESS 9006 Sabre chip with a patented jitter-reduction circuit and a 24/96 upsampling processor. This was chosen, not just for its performance 

under ideal circumstances, but also for how it performs when being fed Jess-than-perfect signals. This is a valid real-world situation that the Nova will likely encounter regularly.The DAC is powered by 11 regulated supplies and each digital input uses transformer coupling to avoid being

MAKING COMPARISONS 
with the Nova is 
difficult because it 
is such an individual 
product. We doubt 
it is possible to 
replicate exactly 
what it offers in 
another single box 
set-up. The closest 
is probably the 
NaimUniti. This 
does not have a 
valve preamp, but 
it does offer an 
integral streaming 
facility without any 
need to connect a 
Sonos -or other - 
network device and 
it includes a very 
high-quality, multi
input D/A convertor. 
What is more, it also 
has FM and DAB 
tuners along with 
an internet radio 
player. And do not 
forget its integral 
CD player.

The Uniti does 
cost more (£2,000), 
but if you wanted 
those extra facilities 
with the Nova you 
would probably 
end up paying more 
than that difference 
in price. If you're 
prepared to forego 
the CD, you could 
narrow the price gap 
with the UnitiQute.

overly affected by noise from imperfect earthing arrangements and switched-mode power supplies.The USB input, which only operates at 16/44.1 and 16/48, is galvanically isolated to eliminate computer power supply noise that frequently travels along the USB ground plane and provokes jitter. Finally, the DAC offers two filter slopes, 'Slow' and 'Sharp', that can be selected by a rear panel switch. Peachtree says that 'Sharp' gives better laboratory results, but many audiophiles prefer the 'Slow' setting. The switch is designed"The Nova is a well- equipped little device to run a study or home office system." primarily to take the harsh edge off heavily compressed digital signals. That it is relegated to the rear panel suggests an element of 'set it and forget it' rather than it being designed for constant use.
A joy to operateThe Nova is not a hideously expensive item, but just looking at it gives the impression that it might damage your bank account a whole lot more than it actually does. What is more, the days when audiophiles did not care about the way their hi-fi looked have long since vanished. Partly for that reason, we opine that the Nova is among the ever-expanding range of products - such as the Nairn Uniti and Linn Majik DS-1 - that are destined to find a place in the home office or study; where their all-in-

CONNECTIONS

OGoodquaUtythree-way 
binding posts OAdjustablemains 

voltage OAdjustablefilter 
settings

O Analogue line inputs OUSB,opticalandcoaxial ^0 SpaceforSonosmodule 
digital inputs
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Hi-Fi • Home Cinema 
Automated Solutions

HI-FI I HOME CINEMA | AUTOMATED SOLUTIONS

Based conveniently in central Guildford, PJ Hi-Fi hos specialised in the 
demonstration, provision and installation of quality hi-fi and home cinema 
tor over 20 years. Our dedicated demonstration rooms allow you to listen in 
comfort to a range of exceptional products, whilst our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff ore always on hand to answer any questions you 
may hove.
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RDTEL

spendor
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Velodyne

Whether you are looking for your first genuine hi-fi system, wont to create 
a bespoke home cinema or wish to distribute music and movies throughout 
your house, PJ Hi-Fi con provide a solution to suit all budgets and criteria

As a truly independent retailer we ore proud to soy that we hand select. 
test and scrutinise all the products that we supply, ensuring a consistent 
standard of quality and reliability over our entire range of equipment.

Drop in today to discuss your requirements or phone I email 
us to book a demonstration.

/ Visit our dedicoted demo rooms ot: 
3BriggeJlreet
Guildford
Surrey
GUI 4RY

Opening hours:
9om-6pm Mondoy to Saturday

Telephone:
01433 504801ar01483 304756

....
Email: 
infa@pjhifi.co.uk

Web:
^^w. pjhifi.co.uk

The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford► ►►►►►►►►
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PEACHTREE AUDIO NOVA DEVIEIA/C
AMPLIFIER/DAC £1,099 REVIEWS

HIDDEN TECH

O TorrodialPSU ^0 Mainsinput ^0 Spacefor Sonos module

SYSTEM 
BUILDING

oneness is a real benefit in terms of 
reducing clutter.

The DAC in the Nova was designed 
by the highly respected engineer, 
John Westlake, the man behind 
revered products such as the Pink 
Triangle DaCapo and the budget 
Cambridge Audio ISOmagic and 
DACmagic. This association could 
well explain why the Nova is so highly 
regarded as a DAC in many quarters.

The Nova is a joy to operate. 
For example, if it is in standby 
mode, there is no need to push 
the standby button to wake it up 
because selecting any input will 
bring it to life.

Easy-going
We auditioned the Nova using 
the digital outputs of a Nairn 
UnitiServe and a Logitech Touch, 
as well as the analogue output of 
an Olive 03HD (see page 74), along 

with a pair of Mordaunt-Short 
Performance 2 loudspeakers.

It exhibits an easy-going balance, 
with a reasonably well-detailed, but 
rather splashy top end and warm, 
friendly bass playing on Comershop's 
Brimful of Asha, through the SB 
Touch. It sounded more aggressive 
and fiery, however, playing Lenny 
Kravitz' It is a Love Revolution 
through the Olive.

Switching the filter to its 'Slow' 
setting and engaging the valve in the 
preamplifier rendered Lenny's sound 
more tonally palatable and better 
controlled, firmed-up Comershop's 
low frequencies and gave its treble 
an increased impression of detail.

Nils Lofgren's performance on Keith 
Don't Go from his Acoustic Live 
album, through all the sources, 
sounded rather lacklustre with muted 
dynamics on his voice and guitar, 
with the TUBE circuit engaged.

There is not much 
to concern anyone 
who wants to 
assemble a system 
around the Nova, 
other than what 
speakers will best 
suit it. Peachtree 
manufactures 
its own designs 
(formerly under the 
era brand name) 
and we can highly 
rate the company's 
inexpensive 05 mini 
monitors.

We did our listening 
with the Mordaunt- 
Short Performance 
2s, which sounded 
very neutral, but 
are probably put 
out of the running 
by their price and 
size, particularly if 
you want a compact 
office system.

Something 
inexpensive and 
none-too-large, 
like the Q Acoustics 
1020i, Mordaunt- 
Short 902i, or 
Wharfedale Diamond 
9 would make a 
suitable near-field 
monitor for most 
home office spaces.
You might also like 

to try the distinctive- 
looking, Arcam 
Muso, which was 
designed to work 
with an all-in-one 
style device and so 
presents the driving 
amplifier with a 
sensible impedance 
and load. The Nova 
tended to run rather 
warm in our room, 
so the last thing it 
needs is a difficult^ 
to-drive loudspeaker.

Taking this stage out brought more 
energy, enthusiasm and precision to 
his performance, better conveying 
the timbre of the bouncing harmonics 
he regularly features in his playing. 
Nonetheless, even with all the 
'wrong' settings there was nothing 
unpleasant or offensive about the 
delivery of the Nova: it just lacked a 
little drama and precision.

Compared to a really top-flight 
DAC, much of the hyperbole written 
about the Nova is revealed as 
uncritical fawning. For example, the 
Nova DAC is not about to knock our 
Nairn DAC off its perch. In 
comparison, it sounds subdued and 
murky, with little of the more 
expensive DAC's ability to reveal the 
layering, note shape and imagery in 
even a simple recording. This sort of 
sycophancy does products no favours 
at all. It would have been better to 
make more sensible comparisons to, 
say the DACMagic, with which it is 
realistically more in competition.

The best piece of advice we can 
give any buyer, though, is to keep 
their finger away from that TUBE 
button. It even managed to sap the 
gusto from The Proclaimers' 
vociferous 500 Miles.

Stiff competition
The Nova is a well-equipped little 
device to run a study or home office 
system, although we question the 
worth of the switchable filter and 
valve (no true audiophile feature). 
The DAC and headphone amplifier 
are worthwhile space-saving and 
convenient inclusions and the main 
amplifier is a capable design.

The Nova might be streets ahead of 
most computer vendor audio 'solutions', 
but it faces stiff competition from the 
Arcam Solo Neo, Linn Majik DS-I, 
Nairn Uniti and UnitiQute. If you 
avoid the hype written by the 
bloggers 'n' blaggers, you might 
approach this enjoyable little product 
with more realistic expectations. •

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

Excellent------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Above 

average
Average

Below 
average

Poor
^SIGNAL-TO- 
I^NOISE 
(20Hz-20kHz). 
95dBboth 
channels. Signal- 
to-noise ratio was 
quite good for an 
integrated amp

TK>lfllOW: 
In pure solid-state, 
we measured 
0.041% THO+N. 
Surprisingly, the 
levels were lower 
with the tube in 
the preamp

0.33ohm.
Efficient speakers 
areamustto 
achieve thefull 
potential ofthis 
integrated amp

We measured 
a+/-O.ldBchange 
in response. With 
tube engaged we 
measured a+/- 
2.8dBchange

^^
51 watts into8 
ohms (THD+N = 
0.04%). This amp 
measures well 
below the spec of 
80Winto6ohms

SOUND QUALITY
****

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY
★ ★★★
FEATURES
★ ★★★★

LIKE: This is a fine 'heart' 
for a computerised 
desktop system
DISLIKE: The Tube and 
switchable filters are 
unnecessaryfeatures
WE SAY: The Nova is a 
fine and very useful little 
product, but it cannot make 
MP3s sound like CDs

OVERALL

****j
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The fact 8 in Tiger Ebony

"These PMC's are exceptional, 
highly desirable in every way" 

April 2010

Best Loudspeaker £2000+‘Top of the class

EDITOR'S CHOICE

A truly great design

sempre-audio.at

'More tlian mere hi-fi.

great

all source equipment.

ATL

ULTIMATE LOUDSPEAKERS

T 0870 4441044

'Natural, dynamic with an 
exceptionally live sound 
and outstanding finish"

PMC's ATL" bass loading system 

provides vivid, ultra high definition 

sound with astonishingly rich deep 

accurate bass at all levels, defying 

the beautifully slim cabinet size.

The fact series is a groundbreaking range of 
loudspeakers that provides the pure unadulterated 
essence of a recording from a wholly elegant form. this w< 

performfact 's feature precision controls that allow for fine 
adjustment of both high frequency and bass to create 
the perfect sound balance in every room and with

WHAT HI-FI? 
SOUND AND VISION

. Choice
WINNER \ 2010 /

‘Make no mistake, this speaker 
is the real deal; the fact 
that it looks so good is 

just a distraction!"
Issue 73

To find out why you need the fact's from your local 
fact dealer see www.fact-speakers.com

fact3HAS ARRIVED

> a musical
|ice. fact-8 

loudspeaker'

'This is an excellent speaker 
with excellent imaging, 
good bass extension 
and beautiful styling"

Dec 2009

http://www.fact-speakers.com


AKG 0701 QUINCY JONES SIGNATURE EDITION DC\/ICIA/C
HEADPHONE £500 REVIEWS

Rivals:
beat it
Richard Black discovers a top-class newcomer 
from AKG that's been developed with music 
legend Quincy Jones and it shows

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
AKGQ701
ORIGIN:
Austria
TYPE:
Dynamic headphone
WEIGHT: 
235g 
f^WRES:
• Impedance 62 ohms
• Detachable cable
• Open back
• Circumaural
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Harman 
International

A
KG has enlisted the help 
of legendary music 
producer god, Quincy 
Jones, with its new range

of high-quality headphones.
Musicians endorse all sorts of things 

and for all sorts of reasons, and even 
good ones don't necessarily have 
good sonic taste - we can vouch for 
that from personal experience.

But we are much less inclined to 
be cynical about AKG's gesture of 
donating a share of the proceeds 
from these headphones to Jones's 
foundation which aims to make 
music education 'an ongoing part 
of the lives of American children'. 
We're all for that.

And we're all for new, high-quality 
headphones. We've been properly 
spoiled recently by some memorably 
fine models from Grado, Sennheiser 
and Audio-Technica and we're in the 
mood for more.

Newtech
AKG has a good track record and 
we've fond memories of models 
going back decades. With the new 
Q701, features that stand out in the 
specification include flat-wire voice 
coils and two-layer diaphragms. Both 
of these are relatively common in 
loudspeakers, but the smaller 
dimensions of headphone drive units 
make them harder to implement and 
AKG must have spent some time over 
the microscope working these out.

Flat wire allows voice coils to be 
wound more efficiently, with less 
wasted space, than the usual round 
wire, while diaphragms using 
two-layer construction can be quite 
less resonant and, therefore, more 
accurate-sounding than most 
single-layer techniques will allow.

Built to last
There's a wild choice of colours in 
addition to the silver samples 
pictured - go to akg.com and check 
out the lime green option! Build 
quality is of a high standard for the 

asking price. The earcups are metal, 
as is the inside of the headband, 
which is covered in real leather: we 
found it a little hard on our
(admittedly bald) head, but this is 
quite a comfortable headphone, 
self-adjusting thanks to cunning 
elastic support of the earpieces. The 
lead is replaceable (you even get a 
spare) and is almost completely 
immune to mechanical noise 
transmission, one of our pet hates.

^WONE:
01707278113

WEBSITE: 
akg.com

Live aid
Headphones, even more than 
loudspeakers, can get away with 
murder if one listens to them for long 
enough to get acclimatised. To put it 
another way; first impressions are 
very important - that's when you 
really hear the colorations. We were, 
therefore, most impressed when we 
put these on and were greeted by 
some delightfully natural tonal 
balance. For best effect, we 
deliberately opened the listening 
with a recording made two hours 
earlier, of which we could still 
remember the live sound very clearly. 
The Q701 didn't quite bring back the 
colour of the carpet or the smell of 
the upholstery in the recording venue, 
but it did recreate remarkably fai^fofly 
the voices, the piano, the hall 
ambience and even the passing traffic!

HD800: time to worry?
Just as welcome, it did nothing to 
boost the mild hiss on the recording, 
something that a great many 
headphones do - hiss and sibilants in 
general. Again, one can quickly get 
used to that, but it's still inclined to 
produce headaches over long 
listening sessions. By contrast, this 
headphone, if anything, just got 
better the longer we listened.

To cut a long and very pleasant 
story short, it is actually everything 
AKG claims it is. In a word, accurate. 
If we have one very slight quibble it 
is over what seems to us the slightest 
trace of hardness in the upper bass, 
but otherwise we just loved the tonal 
balance (deep bass is glorious, and 
quite effortless), the detail, the 
imaging and the general sense that 
real music is happening somewhere 
right in front of one's seat.

Rhythm is great, dynamics are vast, 
complex textures are handled with the 
same unflappable calm as a solo. Good 
recordings sound great, bad ones 
sound, well, as good as they're going 
to. Quincy Jones? He's the man! •

HHiChoice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY 
★ ★★★★
FEATURES 
★ ★★★★

LIKE: Simplygorgeous 
sound, veryclose to our 
Sennheisefavourites but 
half the price
DISLIKE: Veryminor 
upper-bass hardness
WESAY:Awelcome 
addition to the ranks 
ofthe world's 
finest transducers

OVERALL

*****
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INPUT

EDITOR'S 
CHOICERaising 

the bar
Cyrus has created a 300-watt monster amp 
inside its trademark shoebox casework.
Jason Kennedy hears it reign-in the high end

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Cyrus Mono X 300
ORIGIN: 
UK
TYPE:
Monoblock power 
amplifier
WEIGHT: 
6.4kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
215x75x365mm
FEATURES:
•Output: 
225watts/8 ohms, 
365watts/4 ohms

c yrus is not a brand that 
we associate with high
power amplifiers. It made 
its name with compact

integrated designs that were 
renowned for their agility and 
musicality rather than muscle.
But times clearly change and, 
while Cyrus still uses half-width 
magnesium casework, what it puts 
inside them is completely different.

The Mono X 300 is a total 
refinement of the Mono X that 
preceded it. We would be impressed 
if anyone could fit a 300-watt class D 

switching amplifier into a Cyrus case, 
let alone one with a linear power 
supply. So what gives?

High achievement
This amp is not merely about power 
either, the avoidance of global 
feedback in the circuitry marks it 
out as a rarity in the transistor amp 
universe. Others utilise this mode 
of operation (Ayre and Vitus Audio 
among them) and if you were to 
check the prices charged by these 
brands it will be apparent that the 
Mono X 300 looks like good value.

• Zero global 
feedback
• Inputs: RCA phono, 
XLR balanced
• Control connection: 
RS232
• Cyrus MC BUS 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Cyrus Audio 
TELEPHONE: 
01480435577 
WEBSITE: 
cyrusaudio.com

The zero-feedback circuit allows 
the front and rear stages of the 
amplifier to work independently, 
so the corrections required in the 
high-powered output stage do not 
influence what's going on at the 
input stage. Cyrus cites the main 
benefit to be very low noise, especially 
through the midband where we are 
naturally most sensitive to distortion.

This is not the first zero-feedback 
power amp from the company. The 
first one appeared seven years ago 
and has been modified and upgraded 
in production. For the Mono X 300 
and the more affordable X 200, 
Cyrus has completely redone the 
circuit board layout and earthing, 
while replacing the transformers 
with examples that run more 
efficiently at standby.

Confusingly, the X 300 is not strictly 
a 300-watt amplifier, but rather 
achieves that output into loads 
between eight and four ohms, which 
tallies with the dynamic impedance 
of most loudspeakers.

As well as the usual on/off switch 
there is an input button to toggle 
between RCA and XLR inputs, you
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CYRUS MONO X 300 OCWIElAfC
MONOBLOCK POWER AMPLIFIER £2,496 REVIEWS

can also power up using the Cyrus 
MC BUS system or a 'music sense' 
mode that does what it says on the 
tin. The amp has two small fans that 
operate if it's pushed hard for an 
extended period, but they were not 
audible while we were giving the 
amps a good thrashing.

Boxing clever
The build quality is consistent with 
that seen across the Cyrus range, a 
line-up which starts out at just over 
£500 for the 6 Power, the least 
expensive power amp. This means 
that it lacks the bling of other amps 
at the price, but its worth considering 
that you pay a high price for the 
casework on most high-end products. 
By amortising the cost of its die-cast 
magnesium casework across so many 
products, Cyrus is able to offer 
considerably better value than most 
in this sector.

There aren't many high-powered 
monoblocks available at this price, 
but there are quite a few more 
powerful stereo amps to beat, not 
least Bryston's 4B SST2 (£4,500) 
and the slightly dearer Krell S275 
(£5,795). Of course, power is no 
indication of quality and Naim's NAP 
300 (£6,100) would probably give 
the Cyrus a musical run for its money.

Jumping jive
The Mono X 300 does not sound like 
a high-power amplifier - it doesn't 
have the grip and muscularity of a 
Bryston or a Krell, what it has instead 
is quite an astonishing degree of 
transparency: We heard things on

components are 
able to pass-through 
the case. A die-cast 
magnesium chassis 
is a truly audiophile 
way of engineering 
any product.

CONNECTIONS

O BFAspeakerconnectors e Balanced input

Q Mains input O Coolingfans

ORCAinput/output and 
loop connection

OR2232 socketfor custom 
install and control

QUESTION 
TIME

We spoke to Cyrus 
MD Peter Bartlett 
about the Mono 
X300
HFC: What's the 
physical and sonic 
difference between 
the Mana X200 and 
300?
PB: The tuning is 
slightly different, 
but the big difference 
is that the power 
amplifier is driven 
by a much bigger 
transformer. 
Sonically the 
dynamic scale of 
the X 300 is larger. 
The more power you 
have the better the 
system will sound.
HFC:Dldyau 
consider a 
machined case to 
increase bling?
PB: It already has 
£100,000 worth of 
die-cast tooling in 
it. The reason for 
this investment is 
that components 
sound better in 
a low resonance 
case and a die
cast magnesium 
case is the best 
environment to put a 
hi-fi component in.
Because magnesium 

is not ferrous, 
electromagnetic 
fields around the

discs that have been reference points 
for years that have not been apparent 
before, it's quite tmcanny really that this 
can be achieved with )ust' a power amp.

The new Townshend Glastonbury 
Pre preamp we had on loan had 
more than a little to do with this, but 
it was in use with our reference power 
amp before the X 300s turned up. In 
some respects these amps can sound 
soft, but this is because they deliver 
al the harmonics of the instrument or 
voice along with the fundamentals.

All this finesse would not be so 
engaging if the timing did not hit the 
mark, but put on a punctual track 
like Fit Song by Cornelius and you 
know that speed is not an issue. 
Muscular amps are never able to 

"This extraordinary amp 
will give you both the 
minutiae and thrill of 
the music and puts Cyrus 
into the top league." 
deliver the degree of nimbleness on 
offer here and do not have the ability 
to make the music come alive. Thug 
Angels by Wyclef Jean is a bombastic 
track that needs both power and 
speed and these amps jump both 
those hurdles.

Music thrills
In all honesty, we thought that Cyrus 
had gone too far by making a power 
amp at this price, but we have been 
pleasantly surprised at how well the 
job has been done. The Mono X 300 
maintains the company's characteristic 
musicality and adds a degree of definition 
that is higher than most we have heard.

This is an extraordinary amplifier in 
a case that we have come to think of 
as ordinary: but which clearly does 
not hamper results. It will give you 
both the minutiae and the thrill of 
the music and puts Cyrus into the top 
league in no uncertain terms. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
★★★★★
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES
****

LIKE: Speed and resolution 
have rarelybeen combined 
so effectively
DISLIKE: The XLR 
connector is difficult to 
remove and it doesn't quite 
lookthe money
Wt: SAY: You'd behard 
pressed tofindmore 
resolution attheprice

OVERALL

*****
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2010 lastFor the ultimate guide to '.CHANCE!'' 
high-performance hi-fi 
don't miss Hi-Fi Choice's
The Collection 2010, 
while in-store stocks last

Missed out?
Why not buy online?Go to: myfavouritemagazines.co.uk and type 'collection in the search box (UK) £4.99 (Europe) £5.99 (USA and rest of the world) £6.99

myfavouritemagazines.co.uk


Sevenoaks Sound & Vision and Audio T 
are in the process of merging their respective 
businesses and will become one of the largest 
independent hi-fi and home cinema chains in 
the UK with over 50 stores nationwide.

£649

£1699 £1999
CYRUSCD6SE CD Player 6XP Amplifier
DYNAUDIODM 2/6 Speakers

AUDIOLAB8200CD CD Player8200A Amplifier
KEF0300 Speakers

ARCAM FMJCD17 CD Player & A18 Amplifier
BOWERS & WILKINS _| 685 Speakers

MARANTZCD6003 CD Player & PM6003 Amplifier
MONITOR AUDIO —BRONZE BX2 Speakers i

OWON!

SYSTEM OPTION 
change amplifier to 

YAMAHA A-S500 

£699

■■

CLAIM UP TO

AUDIO T STORES

Save £410Save £198

Save £386Save £148

Until the merger is complete, which will take a few 
months, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision and Audio T will 
remain separate legal entities.

SEVENOAKS 
STORES

BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311 
BLACKPOOL 01253 300599 
BOLTON 01204 395789 
BRENTWOOD 01277 264730 
CAMBERLEY 01276 685597 
CARDIFF 029 2022 8565 
ENFIELD 020 8367 3132 
LANCASTER 0152439657 
MANCHESTER 0161 839 8869 
PORTSMOUTH 023 9266 3604 
PRESTON 01772 883958 
SWANSEA 01792 474608 
SWINDON 01793 538222 
WARRINGTON 01925 632179 
WORCESTER 01905 619059

NEW WATFORD STORE 
RELOCATED TO 
CHORLEYWOOD 

0845 5046364

ABERDEEN 01224252797
BRIGHTON HOVE 01273 733338
BRISTOL 0117 974 3727
BROMLEY 02082901988
CAMBRIDGE 01223 304770
CHELSEA 020 7352 9466 
CHELTENHAM 01242 241171 
EPSOM 01372 720720 
EXETER 01392 218895 
GLASGOW 0141 332 9655 
GUILDFORD 01483 536666 
HOLBORN 020 7837 7540 
KINGSTON 020 8547 0717 
LEEDS WETHERBY 01937 586886 
LINCOLN 01522 527397
LOUGHTON 020 8532 0770
MAIDSTONE 01622 686366
NORWICH 01603 767605 
NOTTINGHAM 0115 911 2121 
OXFORD 01865 241773 
PLYMOUTH 01752 226011 
POOLE 01202 671677 
READING 0118 959 7768 
SEVENOAKS 01732 459555 
SHEFFIELD 0114 255 5861
SOUTHAMPTON 023 8033 7770
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543
WATFORD CHORLEYWOOD 0845 5046364
NEW WEYBRIDGE 01932 840859
WITHAM ESSEX 01376 501733
YEOVIL 01935 700078
IRELAND>UBLIN 01 275 1100
PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK

Christmas Hours 
and Sunday Opening 

Many stores are open additional hours and days throughout 
December and January. For the latest information visit 

www.ssav.com or call before travelling.

The RRP of a wide range of hi-fi 
and A/V speakers.

Visit www.SSAV.com or contact 
your local store for full details.
MOST, BUT NOT ALL, BRANDS INCLUDED.

ND - 30% DISCOUNT RESERVED FOR EX-DISPLAY AND END OF LINE SPEAKERS.

Unbelievable value on these systems and more!
Prices may be even LOWER on our website - which is updated daily - please check

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. 
Sale/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO).
Advert valid until 24/12/2010. E&OE. so much more atwww.SSAV.coM

http://www.ssav.com
http://www.SSAV.com
atwww.SSAV.coM


Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Audio T

ARCAM

£13495 £225
SPEAKERS IN STANDARD WOOD FINISHES ONLY

Also: Marantz C06003 CSSAV.comAlso: Project Debut and Essential £SSAV.com

DYNAUDIO OM 2/6 ARCAM rCUBE

ARCAM Claim HMV 

VOUCHERS 

WORTH £15.

Claim HMV 

VOUCHERS 

.WORTH £10.SOLO NEO Music System CUlM

FREE 
»

REGA RP1

NOW ONI

£499
Also: B&W leppeLin & Zeppelin Mini CSSAV.com

LEEMA STREAM II

£599
OR LESS!

Save 
£700

ROKSAN CASPIAN
M1 PRE/POWER

£1349
Also: NEW Caspian M2 CD & Amplifier CSSAV.com

CLAIM UP TO

AUDIOLAB
8200CD

CABLE

WORTH £30. £699
■ i

Also: Audiolab 8100 Amplifier CSSAV.com

The RRP of a wide range of hi-fi and 
A/V speakers.
Visit www.SSAV.com or contact your local 
store for full details.

Save 
£146

ARCAM
FMJ T32

£469
OR LESS!

Also: Arcam rOAC CSSAV.com

MARANTZ M-CR502DAB

30^ Most, but not all, brands included.
MB - 30% DISCOUNT RESERVED FOR EX-DISPLAY AND END OF LINE SPEAKERS.

Also: Marantz M-CR603 CSSAV.com

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SALE/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO)

ARCAM FMJ 
A18

PIONEER
BDP-LX52

ARCAM BDP100 I AVR500

tz — = .. .. . .

—

£325
OR LESS!

Save 
£146

£249
OR LESS! '

Claim QED 1
CABLE 

kWORTH£300j

£2999
Save 
£556

0 9 3 o £469
OR LESS!

Also: Arcam FMJ A28 CSSAV.com

LESS THAN

so much more at www.SSAV.com

CSSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION audio-TREAL STORES ► REAL PEOPLE ► REAL PRODUCTS ► REAL VALUE

CYRUS 6XP
Also Available

B&W 600 Series ..£SSAV.com 

B&W CM Series ... £SSAV.com 

KEF Q Series.............. £SSAV.com

Spendor A6...................£SSAV.com

Spendor A9...................£SSAV.com

SPENDOR
A5 Speakers

CSSAV
.corn

RRP£1595

YAMAHA
A-S500

£297
OR LESS!u u U y y

Q Q i
Claim HMV

VOUCHERS

WORTH £50

OLIVE
k03HD

£899

Also: Marantt PM6003 CSSAV.com Also: Olive 04H0 CSSAV.com

o

Also: Arcam FMJ C031 CSSAV.com

nova

OR LESS!

£1099

RRP£149 Also: RELR505 £749

PLEASE NOTE: PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK. ADVERT VALID UNTIL 24/12/2010, E&OE
£SSAV.com ।

£495
OR LESS!

£469
OR LESS!

O O 0 0

peachtree audio

Also Available

Decco2.................................................... £849

iDecco.......................................................£999

Save

RELR205 [PIANO BLACK]MISSiON MX1

so much more atwww.SSAV.com

DENON 
TU-1800DAB

Save 
£215

SEVEHOAKS 
exclusive

ARCAM FMJ 
CD17

PURCHASE ANY

amplifier 
and CLAIM £100

towards the
SONOS PRODUCT 

OF YOUR CHOICE

PEACHTREE AUDIO
NOVA

%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
atwww.SSAV.com


OLIVE 03HD
MUSIC SERVER £899

Your music, 
consolidated
Malcolm Steward discovers the ideal music server

DETAILS
PRODUCT: 
Olive 03HD
ORIGIN: USA
TYPE: Music server
WEIGHT: 
4.7kg 
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
430x70x310mm
FEATURES:
• Control via Touch-

for first-timers and those who don’t want to get 
bogged down with computers and networks

he Olive 03HD has a 
sharply, focused band 
of customers in its sights. 
It wants to appeal to those 

people who realise that music stored 
on hard disk is definitely, the way. 
forward, but who have no inclination 
to become computer network 
aficionados and who simply, do not 
want to mess about with computers. 

In short, it is a plug and play, 
solution for those who have no
idea what plug and play, technology, 
is, nor how it works. And the design 
could fairly, be described as bare
bones. In fact, even an ardent 
technophobe ought to find it the 
simplest introduction they’ve ever 
come across to computer audio.

CD ripper
The simplicity is evident the moment 
you unbox the 03HD. There’s nothing 
to do, bar connecting the mains 
cable; fitting a pair of analogue 
interconnects between it and your 
amplifier and then connecting a 
Cat5 network patch cable, in order 
to give the unit access to your 
network and the internet.

Power-up the Olive and it discovers 
the network automatically.. There is
no wireless connection with the 
03HD, so that does away, with one 
set-up complication for those who 
are not comfortable with networking. 
It also conveniently, does away, with 
problems that novice users might 
encounter with wi-fi, if they, opted for

screen, fascia 
buttons, remote 
handset or 
iPhone app
• Auto-ripping of CDs
• 500GB internal 
storage
• Single analogue 
output only
• USB connection 
for back-up 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Henley Designs 
TELEPHONE: 
01235511166
WEBSITE: 
oliveus.com

it... but let us not get involved with 
the potential pitfalls of wi-fi, which is 
another story entirely.

TTiose who do not enjoy using their 
laptops to poke around in a server’s 
innards will simply use the integral 
CD ripper to copy CDs to the 500GB 
hard disk inside the 03HD. Choices 
of how you rip CDs can be made 
through the display, with 
uncompressed WAV for anyone
who wants a smallish collection of 
pristine-quality files (around 1,500 
CDs), or default-rate FLAC for those 
who are content with compressed 
(although not lossily. compressed) 
archive-standard files. For those who 
are not unduly, concerned about 
audio quality, the 03HD will also rip 
to 128-bit AAC, or 128/320-bit MP3.

“The music played 
flawlessly with no 
glitches, stuttering 
or interruptions.”
The internal DAC is a Cirrus Logic 
design, that will handle signals up to 
24-bit/192kHz, even though CD rips 
on the 03HD will only. bel6-bil/44.1kHz. 
The unit can access shared network 
storage, where you might well have 
high-resolution downloads stored.

Hi-Fi
Choice

RECOMMENDED

*

MUSICI««^!

hjMSAC SOURCES

genres
MJBüWPRV'NOW

PIBUMNWAE

NKriSXS 
COWPCSEBS

TRKO6S
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OLIVE 03HD
MUSIC SERVER £899

OLIVE O3HD

C S

0 USBport ^C) Networkport

^"•".A,

OMainsinputwith ^O Audiooutput
hard power switch

CONNECTIONS

JANUARY 2011 Choicewww.hifichoice.co.uk

HOW IT 
COMPARES

THERE REALLY 
are not many 
components to which 
one can compare the 
Olive 03HD, because 
there is very little 
else offering the 
same facilities 
at such an 
economical price.

Naim’s least- 
expensive hard-disk 
ripper/playeristhe 
UnitiServe and that 
costs twice as much 
astheO3HD. It has 
no touch-screen 
display, so you also 
need an additional 
device to operate it.

If keeping costs 
down truly is an 
issue you might 
be best to take the 
Squeezebox Touch 
and Vortexbox 
Appliance route, 
which offers 
respectable 
performance. 
It is not a single
box’solution’, 
but you might find 
it an advantage 
being able to park 
the Vortexbox out 
of the way and just 
having the tiny 
SB Touch on your 
system rack.

those who regard laziness as a 
full-time occupation. As seems to 
be the way with such apps, it is by 
far the easiest way to control players 
and servers.
Heath Robinson

This unit is built down to a price, 
so one should not expect too much 
in the way of fantastic looks. In fact, 
a not-especially-close inspection 
reveals a host of screws (secure 
fastenings, is probably a better 
description) holding it together. 
As a result, two words spring to

Externally, there is little to distinguish 
the 03HD from the 4HD (HFC 333). 
The rake-fronted styling is the same, 
but the assembly of the 03 HD is more 
cost-effective and the casework is 
steel rather than the aluminium used 
on the 4HD. There are also fewer 
connections and no digital or HDMI 
sockets. Olive felt that neither facility 
was appropriate for its target market.

The 03HD has the same polished 
Maestro user interface as its more 
expensive big brother... but it feels 
slightly more responsive. There is 
also a free iPhone/iPad app for

mind: Heath and Robinson. And 
donning an aesthete’s cap we would 
certainly question the choice of 
gaudy Day-Glo yellow as the colour 
for the plastic surround to the CD 
loading slot. Internally, however, 
things look a lot better. There is 
a quality TEAC CD-RW mechanism 
for importing and exporting CDs 
and an ultra-quiet Western Digital 
AV hard disk for storing ripped 
CDs - up to 1,500 uncompressed 
albums. The CD-RW unit is also 
exceedingly quiet in operation: 
even when it’s ripping a disc,

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


REVIEWS MUSiCSerVeR £899

HIDDEN TECH

O USB input circuitry O Audiooutputstage ^0 Powersupplyboard

SYSTEM
BUILDING

the noise level barely reached 4SdB at the mouth of the phlegm-coloured slot. By comparison, the fan in a laptop produces SSdB!Because there is an iPhone app to control the 03HD, you only really need access it to rip discs, so you could easily park it on the bottom shelf of your equipment rack if you want to hide it from view. Or you could simply buy the black version, where the fixings are not quite as obvious as they are on the silver version.
Big brotherThe Olive 03HD (like its bigger brother, the 04HD) is a musically persuasive player, following in the British tradition of pace, rhythm and timing. However, it is also highly detailed in an American high-end fashion. All round, it is 
remarkably capable when you 

consider what it offers at its bargain-basement price.We were keen to test its performance with 24-bit/192kHz material stored on a NAS, which would show up any failings in the UPnP transport and DAC side of things. To do this, we played the William Carter album, Fernando 
Sor Early Works and found nothing about which to complain. The music played flawlessly with no glitches, stuttering or interruptions. It also displayed all its expected chiaroscuro and subtle drama and Carter's guitar technique was magnificently documented - his mastery of dynamics, was vividly portrayed. The distinctive timbre of his baroque instrument was beautifully rendered: even the sound of his fingers sliding along the neck and the harmonics he picks had their own characteristic and individual signatures.

THE OLIVE 03HD is 
not exactly a bank
breaker, but that 
does not mean that 
it does not deserve 
careful system 
matching. If you 
want to extract the 
best performance 
from it you should 
invest in genuinely 
musical partnering 
equipment such as 
the Nairn SUPERNAIT 
amplifier and 
Neat Petite SX 
loudspeakers and 
give both a chance 
to work to their 
full potential with 
appropriate supports 
and cables.

We used Partington 
Dreadnought 
speaker stands, 
Quadraspire Sunoko 
Vent equipment 
racking and The 
Chord Company 
interconnects and 
Epic speaker cables.

Pay attention to 
how you set up all 
this equipment 
and you will be 
rewarded with a 
performance that will 
comfortably exceed 
your expectations. 
Be sure to set-up the 
03HD lo rip in FLAC 
format to gel lhe 
best performance 
with the least 
impact upon your 
hard-disk capacity.

Bringing out the individual character of particular voices and instruments seems to be a strongpoint of the 03HD, something that was demonstrated by the 24-bit/96kHz recording of singer/songwriter Dawn Langstroth, Highwire.There was nothing forced or 'uncomfortable' about this detailing, because the voicing of the 03HD seemed ideally judged to let it all integrate perfectly: the highs, while being expressive and revealing were not too hot or oppressive, while the LF had a pleasant warmth and sense of power without being overwhelming, along with fine articulation.The 03HD maintains its balanced tonality and revealing, empathetic nature playing CD-resolution rips from its local hard disk. It easily discriminated berween decent-quality and less well-recorded discs. Even so, it always does its best to reveal all the musical information and performance that it could scavenge.Finally, we appear to have neglected the internet radio facility, which is always a useful feature and one that sounds rather fine, if not truly audiophile quality, on the 03HD.
Twonky media managerIt would be churlish to pick fault with the Olive 03HD. For not a great deal of money, you get a fine CD-ripper, very respectable playback quality and very decent sounding internet radio - at the higher data rates - thrown in for good measure.The CD storage will be adequate for most folks, but the 03HD will access nerwork storage and play back from it - provided you can install Twonky media manager on the NAS, which is not difficult - so you have the facility for adding huge amounts of extra storage, if you need it. •

TECH LABS Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Excellent

Above 
average 
AverageBelow averagePoor (OdBFS): 0.002% (0.1%-20dBFS;2.38%-60dBFS). Distortion levels are notably low in this music server

20Hz-20kHz +/-0.1SdB.Has a relatively flat midrange.Users shouldn't notice any anomalies
20kHz(Lto R): -93dB;(RtoL) -93dB.Good results. Harddrive systems have finally come of age

I^RANGE: 94.0dB-we measured a good dynamic range using a 16-bit/44.1 kHz FLAG file

^AlDO .^..IT 221.9PS- computer-based systems tend to be ripe with jitter, but that was not the case with this product

OUR VERDICT
LIKE: This is a great, no-nonsense, starter music server
DISLIKE: The industrial designdoesn'tworkaswell at this price level
WE SAY: It is not going to win any beauty prizes, but it is certainly a winner in all otherrespects

OVERALL 
****j

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****

BUILD QUALITY
***★★
FEATURES
***'
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David Price Hi Fi World
"The Orbit....a brilliant sounding£65 Mains Cable ..over any other£100 + mains cable"

Jainine Elliot ID FI News - The Missing Linkin Familiny of Cables.... - 
" The most beauabtl loo^ng and extremely musical cables money can buy"

HI FI World World Standards' Award June 2009 
The ^Link Cryo Reference Interconnect....
"Our favourite affordable high-end interconnect - 
out performing designs at three innes its cost"

Wired For Sound' - Ad^n Smith HI FI World -^The Linkin interconnect.... 
"distinctly out of the ordinary offering a very detailed and crisp sonic picture - 
leading edges of notes were beau^^lly precise and fortinight with no sense of 
hesi^ncy or blur...the bass end of the spec^^rn was lithe, tight and focused ....
The Missing Link are Specialists in High Quality British HI Fi Cables at Affordable Prices 

Power Cables with Silver Plated Connectors from £48
Copper Interconnects from £40 - Silver Plated Copper Interconnects from £59

The Finest Pure Silver Interconnects from £195
Speaker Cables from £130

Uj We also have an excellent range of DIY Products and Cable Kits 
» Including our own Ultra-Pure Silver plated Plugs & Sockets

Upgrade your power cable with an Ultra-Pure Silver plated EPS500 mains plug for only £12

(jhe ^^ssing ^mk*
Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of
Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories 
01623 844478 °r 859333
^ww.the-missing-link.net 
info@the-missing-link.net

Quality kept Simple.

nergy AV
audio visual solutions

Reference 
^re 

dealers

huge range of loan stock available for home trial

From playing those old records, to watching the latest blu-ray discs on a 
fantasic cinema system, at The Sound Gallery we pride ourselves in providing 
the very finest audio & AV systems for any home. Call us today to discover 
what you have been missing.

THE SOUND GALLERY «—
65 CASTLE STREET HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS.
01494 531682

Stockists for Linn, Nairn, B&W, Arcam, Spendor. Rega. Onkyo 

Meridian, Fatman, Usher. Denon and Focal to name just a few... 
wv^.soundgallery.co.uk

Tel:

01260 280017
Email:
mail@synergyav.co.uk
Web:
www.synergyav.co.uk
Open:

9:00 to 5:30 Mon - Sat

Address:

12a West Street
Congleton
Cheshire 
CW12 1JR

I 1 I ^^ ' ' I/Jr 

MICHELL ENGINEERING

PI EGA

IIIMAGNEPAN 
„INCORPORATED

ARCAMnaimWCWOik! MONITOR AUDIO

(((AE)» A
ACOUSTIC CNEHOV g

link.net
mailto:info@the-missing-link.net
soundgallery.co.uk
mailto:mail@synergyav.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk


1hefirstpiece ofhi-fiyou will never hear.
Hours of research and design have gone into 
developing our Precision speaker stand range. 
Yet it will only take a few minutes to discover 
how it's ingenious viscose damping system lets 
the listener enjoy just the speaker with clarity, 
depth and music in a whole new perspective.

TRACK AUDIO

Unit 3 Corinium Ind Estate, Raans Road, Amersham, Bucks HP6 6JO 
T: 01494 723755 F: 01494 723977 E: sales@trackaudio.co.uk

www.trackaudio.co.uk

There is very little we don’t know about turntables, 
but if you are interested in another type of product -

don’t worry because 
we also specialise in :
Atacama Aesthetics Amphion AstinTrew Jolida Anatek Audio Audiovalve Chord Company Graham Clearaudio Dynavector LFD Michell Engineering Nevada Cables Nordost Nottingham Analogue Neat Nitty Gritty Pro Ac Trigon Transfiguration SME Wadia

Precision 600
O Decoupling technology
O Ultra stable 3 spike design
O Highly machined finish
O Reference audio performance
O Fast and simple to set-up
O 10 year guarantee

and many more...

EMAIL • andrew@unit4.co.uk

MOBILE^ 07860 858 405

LANDLINE ^ 01323 486 671Specialist NEW dealer 

opening in East Sussex. 

Demonstrations by appointment only, 

please call.

UNIT7JF AUDIO
www.unit4.co.uk

mailto:sales@trackaudio.co.uk
http://www.trackaudio.co.uk
mailto:andrew@unit4.co.uk
http://www.unit4.co.uk


EB ACOUSTICS EB2 DEUIEIA/C
LOUDSPEAKER £669 REVIEWS

Minus the 
middleman

C DETAILS

PRODUCT:
EB Acoustics EB2
ORIGIN:
UK
TYPE:
Two-way 
standmount
MGM
9kg

Direct-selling newcomer EB Acoustics offers fine 
value by cutting out the traditional dealer. Paul 
Messenger bypasses the dem room for a listen

new name to most readers, EB Acoustics is no relation to PMC (which lists an EBli inits product portfolio), but is actually part of Worcester-based Arcaydis.Unlike its parent company, thetwo EB Acoustics models areonly available direct from the manufacturer, controversially bypassing the traditional dealer and his demo room and hencesaving a significant chunk of money. Essentially, it's a strategy to cope with the influence of the internet in boosting 'mail order' hi-fi sales. A 30-day money-back guarantee is offered, to cope with the uncertainty of buying ‘deaf (though you'll have to pay for the carriage!)
Sealed-box loadingSuperficially a simple and relatively large two-way standmount of around 20 litres, the EB2 is beautifully finished and decorated in a natural oak real-wood veneer (or gloss-black oak). The neat flush-mounted drivers

it will also have a more gentle roll-off, with greater phase accuracy and ultimate extension.Secondly, acknowledging that the enclosure is the most important part of a hi-fi speaker (its radiating surface area is much greater than the drive units), the box has a 12mm plywood carcase covered in a further 6mm of MDF beneath the veneer, with further internal bituminous pad panel damping.
Behind the scenesEB Acoustics doesn't provide much detail in its specifications, but its claim for an 87dB sensitivity rating looks about right. It's not a high figure, but it should be seen in the context of a very easy-to- drive amplifier load, as well as fine bass extension.The driver/box resonance is around 64Hz, and below this point output will roll off at 6dB/ octave, but room gain will provide good compensation, so that the

DIME^IONS: 
(WxHxD) 
225x450x300mm
^WRES:
•Twin terminal 
pairs for bi-wiring/ 
bi-amping
• 170mm bass/mid 
driverwith 110mm 
doped paper cone
• 25mm fabric dome 
tweeter with short 
horn loading
• Composite dual
layer enclosure
• Sealed-box loading
DISTRIBUTOR:
EB Acoustics

’^^ONE: 
01562865788
WEBSITE: 
ebacoustics.com

include a l 70mm bass/mid unit with a 11Omm doped paper cone, while a 25mm fabric dome tweeter is loaded by a short horn.However, in two key respects the EB2 does differ significantly from the norm. First, there's no reflex port. Instead this speaker uses sealed-box loading, which is not unknown, but is certainly very rare these days and has significant implications for the bass alignment and performance.Sealed-box loading has (presumably) fallen out of favour because it absorbs rather than uses the sound radiated from the rear of thecone. And while the end result will have less peak bass output,

ultimate in-room extension is a very respectable -8dB at 20Hz.The overall tonal balance holds within + /-SdB right across the band, which is very impressive under in-room conditions. Apart from inevitable bass unevenness, plus a dip around 330Hz and a prominent zone 700-900Hz, the response is very flat, with no trace of a dip around the 2.3kHz crossover.
Forward characterIn performance, it only took a few seconds to appreciate the influence of the two key features that we mentioned earlier. The bass is dry, quick and extended and cabinet coloration is particularly well controlled.While the bass end is clean and extended, its dry nature and freedom from box coloration do tend to leave the upper mid and treble a little exposed. The minor peak around 800Hz seen in the in-room measurements and the Jack of a presence zone dip, helps to define a slightly forward overall character that delivers plenty of detail, but which can, unfortunately, become a little aggressive as the volume is increased.
Dynamic expressionClose-to-wall siring will boost the mid-bass, but also leaves output in the upper bass and lower midband rather lacking. Low (480mm) stands in free space gave the best bass alignment.Dynamic expression is rather weak, but imaging is spacious and well focused, helped by the wide dynamic range.

As a large standmount that reminds one of the value of serious enclosure engineering and sealed-box loading, the EB2 looks decent value. Its character might not suit those who like their music loud, but it's a real seducer at modest levels. •
Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

UKE: Fine neutrality, 
good time coherence and 
imaging, with verylow 
box coloration

SOUND QUALITY****

VALUE FOR MONEY****j

BUILD QUALITY

EASE Of DRIVE

★ ★★★

DISLIKE: Lacks dynamic 
expression and can 
sound aggressive
WE SAY: Composite 
enclosure gives a very 
clean and neutral sound

OVERALL
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Tales from 
the tube
Adding a valve amplifier to a CD player is an 
interesting equation.Jason Kennedy seeks an 
answer with the new Icon Audio CDXl

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
Icon CDXl
ORIGIN: China
TYPE: CD player 
MG^: 
16kg

DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD)
435x150x370mm
^W^: 
•DACAK4394 
24^bit/192kHz
• ClassA triode 
output stage
• Valve regulator 
and rectifier

*----------- iw
b_______ d

e've seen plenty of CD 
players with valves, but 
we haven't seen any that 
look as though they're

giving a valve amp a piggyback.
Icon Audio makes a large range of 
glass-powered amplifiers. It has also 
been responsible for a number of CD 

players in the past, but none that 
were this hardcore.

And that's why the output stage 
on the CDXl has its own hard-wired 
chassis and valve power supply. 
In fact, the CDXl's designer David 
Shaw wanted to make a proper 
output stage, rather than the usual

• Jensen copper 
foil caps
DISTRIBUTOR:
Icon Audio
TELEPHONE:
01162440593

WEBSITE:
iconaudio.cc.om

addition of small triodes to a regular 
transistor circuit.

Best valve ever
The separation of digital and analogue 
sections is pretty comprehensive in 
this player, Shaw has designed an 
output stage in the style of an 
amplifier rather than a source, which 
explains why it's so obvious on the 
machine. It has a choke-regulated 
power supply with valve regulation, 
courtesy of the brightly glowing OA3, 
providing the HT voltage and 
absorbing RF noise.

The smaller EZ80 is a valve rectifier 
and provides a slow start warm-up 
for the big 6SN7 output devices. 
Avoiding what's described as 'cathode 
stripping' has a very positive effect on 
valve life. The 6SN7 is described by 
Icon as 'probably the best sounding 
hi-fi valve ever' which is a 
controversial statement in the
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AUDIO CDX1 SIGNATURE DEWIEIA/C
CD PLAYER £1,3&O REVIEWSICON

context of more fashionable valves like the 300B. But David Shaw is very keen on this device and uses it to drive big 845 triodes in the company's most aspirational power amplifier, the MB 845 Mkll. The actual valves supplied with this Signature version of the player are Shuguang Treasure Series CV-181Zs which are a rather more expensive equivalent of the 6SN7.The two black lumps that flank the glassware are transformers, one is a choke regulator which supplies the rectifier and the other is the mains transformer.The player itself is an off-the-shelf Chinese machine, with a Philips mechanism that was chosen because David wanted something that was devoid of surface-mount circuit boards and because it's solidly built. The steel casework is indeed heavier gauge than usual, which must help when it comes to supporting the transformers on its top. Being solid also helps keep resonance under control, which is always a good thing. The DAC is an AK4394, a 24-bit/l92kHz upsampling type.The CDXl actually has three sets of outputs on its rear end, one marked 'valve output' and another two in 
RCA phono and XLR forms just marked 'output'. The latter it turns out connects to the standard transistor output stage, so for obvious reasons you are encouraged to use the pair of RCAs hooked up to the glowing parts. The digital side of the player can be accessed via a pair of inputs for coaxial and optical connections, while digital output is only available via an optical

Hg
THE6SN7isa 
dual-triode valve 
that should 
technically be called 
6SN7GT(for'glass 
tube') as the earliest 
examples were in a 
metal case. It was 
developed by RCA 
and first produced 
in 1941, remaining 
in production in the 
US and Europe until 
the mid-eighties and 
now being made in 
Russia and China.

David Shaw says 
that it's the most 
rugged valve of its 
type and the only 
one that he will buy 
secondhand for this 
reason. While it has 
been superceded 
by the smaller and, 
therefore, cheaper 
ECC83, it has various 
advantages over this 
valve thanks to its 
large octal base and 
electronic properties.

A third of the 
18,000-plus tubes 
inthe ENI^C 
computer were 
6SN7sand even 
more rugged 
variants were used 
extensively in 
military electronics 
up until the 
transistor era.

TO SLINK connector, but if you want something to use as a CD transport there are numerous more affordable options on the market.
The glass warThe CDXl's build quality is not as slick as some at the price, but neither is it crude. In fact, with the copper plate under the valves and the signature plate it looks rather good. The front panel is anodised, aluminium and is cleanly designed, while the lump of amplification on the back marks the player as something out of the ordinary.The remote is an off-the-shelf type, but that's usually the case and it's attractive enough with an aluminium facing and rubberised finish. What's more, it has direct-track access and"The 6SN7 is described as 'probably the bestsounding hi-fi valve ever' which is controversial."that most important of all keys: eject. We also like the way that the digital inputs can be selected via a toggle switch on the front.The David Shaw Signature version of the CDXl costs £350 more than its standard brother, for which you get the aforementioned Shuguang premium valves and Jensen copper foil in paper capacitors, huge handmade devices that are claimed to have a very positive effect on the end result.There are a few tube-powered CD players available in this price range

^0 6SN7outputvalve OOA3 valve regulator 
powersupply

^0 EZSOvatve rectifier O Separateoutput from 
valvestage OChoiceofbalancedand 

unbalanced outputs
^0 Digilal inputs
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DEWIEIA/C icon audio cdxi signatureREVIEWS CD PLAYER £1,360

O Digitalinputboard

O CDtransport

O Choke-regulated 
power supply

O DACboard

Q Ceramic seatsforvalves

^0 High-qualitysignal caps

but none have fared terribly well in our tests. The Audio Analogue Rossini VT 2.0 (£1,200), Prima Luna Prologue 8 (£1,500) and Shanling CD2000 (£1,000) all failed to garner recommendation. The hybrid players that we have liked from Copland, Consonance and Ayon are all rather more expensive. The Icon is closer to the latter two in terms of sound, but has more features by way of its digital inputs and beefier output tubes. While size is clearly not a major issue it does, in Icon's opinion, make for a longer lifespan, which is reassuring.
It's no foolThe CDXl's sound has many classic valve qualities; it is relaxed, smooth and spacious with some emphasis on

the midrange, but not quite the bass extension of solid-state players. Its own solid-state output has more bass power, but a considerably less vivacious presentation. There is no shortage of life in the valve output's sound and with transistor amplification and evenly balanced speakers, this makes for a vital and entertaining result. A result that varies quite considerably with recordings, with one seeming a little overly laid back and the next coming through with remarkably clarity.It likes a good recording, that's for sure and isn't fooled by studio trickery; inasmuch as the less- manipulated discs sound cleaner and more open than those that have been engineered to sound pure and open in-the-box (that box being a

WE ASKED David 
Shaw to recommend 
components that 
could be used with 
the Icon CDXl to 
build a system that 
would be price 
appropriate and yet 
able to reveal the CD 
player's qualities.
As Icon Audio 

makes both 
amplifiers and 
loudspeakers, he 
chose components 
that he has designed 
himself. As these will 
have been 'voiced' to 
work together in the 
first place, they are a 
logical choice for the 
end user.

Of the many 
amplifiers in the 
range, David chose 
the Stereo 40Mklll 
at £1,200, this 40- 
watt integrated can 
be had with KT88 or 
EL34 output valves 
and offers either 
triode or ultralinear 
operation. It shares 
many of the design 
features of the CDXl, 
including feedback
free operation, choke 
regulation and 
valve rectification.

TheMFV2 
loudspeaker (£750) 
is a standmount 
that as theMVF 
'made for valves' 
acronym suggests 
is a lot easier to 
drive than your 
average compact 
loudspeaker and 
therefore well suited 
to the amplifier.

SYSTEM
BUILDING

computer running Pro-Tools or similar). So Keith Jarrett and Charlie Haden's Jasmine is totally effortless, yet solid and real, sounding totally in-room through a suitably capable system.While valves do not measure all that well in signal-to-noise terms (see Tech Labs), they manage to present a subjectively more dynamic result than their 'quieter' solid-state brethren. This was immediately apparent with a fine recording of Schubert Jiede^ where the dynamic range of the voice required a bit of gain riding, so that we weren't pinned to the back wall.Simpler material like this works better than M orchestral extravag^as, where the strings can harden up a little when things let rip, but there's no denying the drama of a piece like Beethoven's 7th in the Icon's hands.The bass may not be weighty, but it is very articulate and you can easily follow bass lines. Some get distinctly cleaner in these circumstances and there's a strong argument for this balance in terms of musicality. There's no shortfall in drive or tautness and you can enjoy the timbre of instruments and voices without trying.
Music vibesThis player brings a degree of humanity to CD that is quite uncommon, particularly at this price. It does emphasise the midband a little and this means you can understand lyrics easily This transparency; combined with a fluid and relaxed presentation, makes for great listening. It's very easy to relax and nme in to the music.It's not a soft or cozy player and give it something chunky (like Wyclef Jean's Thug Angels), turn the wick up and the place wil start jumping. The CDXl has a remarkable balance of sound, build and features at the price and makes much of the competition seem just a little bit dull. •

[ TECH LABS Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE OUR VERDICT
ExcellentAbove average
AverageBelow_______________________________  averagePoor

D^^  ̂
^^: 95.0dB- TheCDXl’s dynamic range almost matchesCD's theoretical limit

AU^O ^.ITlER:: 1910.3ps- Rathersurprisingly, jitter levels were extremely high fora modern player

^^: (OdBFS): 095%. Distortion levels arewhatyou would expectfrom a tube device. Distortion will be noticeable
Is fairlyftatfrom 100HzdkHz.At the frequency extremes, thisCD playerrolls-offby +/-0.6dB

20kHz(Lto R): •61dB;(RtoL) -58dB.Channel separation is poor. Solid-state design normally measures better

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FORMONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES

LIKE: Open, vital sound with very high listenability factor plus build
DISLIKE: Needs a bit more rack height than your average disc spinner, but otherwise what's not to like?
WE SAY: This mature valve combo sounds very easy on the ears

OVERALL
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Spire

CLX Art

new

Summit X

Guild fÂ fdd io
The Martin Logan Reserve Series consists of the 
world's finest electrostatic speakers paired with 
the ultimate audiophile experience.
Three exciting new models have been introduced:
CLXArt:

Ethos:

Theos:

brands

The World's Finest Full-Range 
Electrostatic Line Source Loudspeaker
Massive Powered Force™ bass 
performance and unflinchingly accurate 
XStat™ electrostatic technology
Unflinchingly accurate XStat™ 
electrostatic technology

Whether you're searching for an emotionally 
compelling musical experience or a mind-blowing 
home theater system, the Martin Logan Reserve 
Series will truly elevate your senses.

Isotek 
jadi\ 
K?ellSU 
Livardio 
► Martin Logan 
Microm ega 
Mimetismi 
No(do> 1 
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Stands Unique
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Sugden 
Sunhre 
^eta_ _ _ 
Transpare ni 
Veiodyne 
Wadta 
WtlsonAudio 
Yter
Z:Axis

e auudiography 20 I 0. GAIHFC-ISS34 l

I. 01483 537 577 I m. 07979 515577 I e.sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk I ^^w.guildfordaudio.co.uk

Harbeth
Compact 7ES-3 I Super HLS I P3ESR Speakers

the funk firm
Sapphire 2 I Vector 3 Turntable I F^XR II Tonearm

CALL TO FIND OUT MORE AND TO ARRANGE AN AUDITION

The Audio 
Warehouse

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:
01483 537 577 john@theaudiowarehouse.co.uk

MOBILE: WEB:
07810 546 103 www.theaudiowarehouse.co.uk

ABOUT US:
The Audio Warehouse specialises 
in high quality audio components 
with on-site installations and 
customer support - whatever the 
product.
Based in Berkshire (also cover 
the surrounding counties) we 
meet customers needs with free 
advice, home demonstrations 
and great after-sales backup.

SPECIALISING IN:
Turntable repair and servicing, 
Sugden, AstinTrew, Audiophile 
Base, Quadraspire, Custom Design, 
ATC, Micromega, Musical Fidelity 
Pro-ject, Wadia, Sonus Faber, 
Siltech Cables, Roksan, Plinius, 
Heed, Audio Origami, Vienna 
Acoustics, Linn, Harbeth and many 
more specially selected audio 
brands (see web site for lull details).

mailto:e.sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
w.guildfordaudio.co.uk
mailto:john@theaudiowarehouse.co.uk
http://www.theaudiowarehouse.co.uk


-)With more and more of us archiving CD and vinyl to music libraries on hard discs, is 
there really a need to hoard so much physical media? Turning surplus albums into 
cash creates space and funds future upgrades. Simon Berkovitch investigates the 
variety of convenient options open to people looking to cash in on vinyl's popularity

nt's a common story. The 
treasured LP collection of your 
youth was relegated to a 
creaking loft or some dusty 

cupboard as you embraced the CD format 
back in the 1980s. Now you're one of the 
growing ranks of our readership who have 
wholeheartedly embraced the convenience 
of the digital age, largely listening to CD 
albums that have been losslessly ripped to 
hard drives for playback. And once that CD 
album has been ripped, is there any real 
need to hoard the CD and packaging?

There could be considerable space opened 
up in your listening room where those 
towers of plastic jewel cases ominously 
loom. So why not break with the past and 
clear out the clutter of older formats?

This may be too bold a suggestion for 
some - particularly the vinyl aficionados 
out there - but if minimalism is more your 
bag than sentiment, read on: we're going 
to reveal your options for selling records 
and CDs and addressing some popular 
misconceptions about the process. This 
guide aims to point you in the right 
direction if you are planning on selling off 
elements of your collection. .After all, the 
exnra cash you may well generate could 
contribute to your next kit upgrade, further 
improving the sound of your set-up.

Hit the shops
So, having made your decision to 'go Zen', 
how do you go about selling your CD and LP 
collection? What are the best ways to 
connect with other enthusiasts? What is the 
best marketplace for your particular genres 
of choice? That thousands of collectors from 

all over Europe recently descended on 
London for the two-day MusicMania record 
fair (13-14 November) is certainly a 
testament to LP and CD's enduring appeal, 
so the buyers are definitely out there (see 
vip24.com for more details of upcoming 
fairs - with a single table starting at about 
£90, this could also be an option if you are 
confident about the excellent condition and 
collectability of your collection).

Depending on your approach - the quick 
sale or the long term investment - there are 
various ways in which you can go about 
off-loading your collection, one of the most 
straightforward being a flick though your 
Yellow Pages or a quick trip to Google ...

As our previous feature on the longevity 
of vinyl was keen to point out, there may 
be fewer second-hand record shops now in 
existence as consumption moves ever 
onward to digital, but many of these spaces 
are still definitely going concerns. New 
generations of buyers are being inspired by 
vinyl in the same way that you once were. 
A flick through your local business pages or 
some appropriate keywords in Google is 
bound to tell you what used stores can be 
found in your area.

Unless you have a gargantuan collection 
of vinyl to sell, most shops' buyers will 
encourage you to bring your collection into 
the store - and it's always best to call ahead 
first to check that the relevant expert is 
available. Identification may also be 
required - we're dealing in second-hand 
goods, after all. Some stores will cherry-pick 
your collection, making offers on what they 
consider the most saleable records for them. 
Other shops - like London's Music and

Goods Exchange - don't turn anything 
away, as long as it's legal - so you may 
want to hang onto those Frank Zappa 
and Pink Floyd vinyl bootlegs for now 
(although some stores will deal in them 
as some vintage pressings are highly 
collectible in themselves).

Whatever the second-hand record store's 
approach to buying, the outcome will 
generally be the same: you'll be offered a 
percentage of what they anticipate selling 
them for. Maybe they will offer you a higher 
rate in trade, encouraging you to exchange 
records from the store instead of a hit to 
their till. If it's a quick and easy off-load that 
you are after, selling your collection this way 
is the best option for you - just bear in mind 
that there are two important factors in the 
amount of money you may be offered - 
collectability and condition.

It's important to stress that buying and 
selling second-hand records is not an exact 
science. A first pressing, Vertigo 'swirl' label 
copy of Black Sabbath's Paranoid LP 
(laminated gatefold with company inner 
sleeve, naturally) graded as VG (Very Good) 
is much more desirable than a Ex 
(Excellent) condition, barcoded, single-later 
pressing of the same LB for example. Yes, it's 
ultimately the music that matters most, but

"The extra cash you can 
generate from selling bits 
of your collection could 
contribute to your next 
important kit upgrade."
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MUSIC IN-DEPTH

Off the shelf... and into the racks: 
Selling your LP and CDs into your local record store is one option, 

but you could always throw yourself into the world of eBay
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MUSIC IN-DEPTH

VINYL SELLING
HINTS AND TIPS

The more information the better
Grade visually and aurally
Use a good digital camera for photos
Is it a first pressing? Don't mislead
Deal with queries graciously
Offer a postage discount with bulk orders
Be prompt with posting and always obtain 
proofof postage
Use the sturdiest record mailers you can find 
Offer the service you'd want to receive yourself 
Leave honest feedback about each 
transaction you makethe sound of a first pressing is generally considered to pack more punch than 1980s retreads. Plus, the original artefact is much cooler, isn't it?

CDs to landfillBut what about your CDs? You may have a more pressing need to sell them as the relevant information is now losslessly archived on you hard drive? Again, there are no hard and fast rules, but the vast majority of compact discs are rapidly depreciating in value. Landfill could be made from the sheer volume of CD albums from the likes of Oasis and Radiohead that eventually find themselves unsold for even fifty pence in dusty shops. Second-hand stores can now also be increasingly picky about condition - the playing surface of the disc should be unmarked to maximise the chance of them wanting it. For the majority of the mainstream, however, perhaps a donation to a local charity shop would be a worthwhile gesture?That said, some CDs still change hands for reasonable amounts of money - RCA issues of Bowie CDs sometimes hit the £20-£25 mark. It's a fickle market, mind: the deleted, original CD of Beach Boy Dennis Wilson's acclaimed solo album Pacific Ocean Blue used to change hands north of £60, but the recent, expanded reissue has completely killed off this earlier edition's value.CD-R is the format of choice for many musicians operating in avant garde circles, often releasing exceptionally limited editions that are snapped up by their fanbases. CD-Rs (and even DVD-Rs) by the fabulously titled Sunburned Hand of the Man and Vibracathedral Orchestra on the bands own labels tend not to lose their value, for example.We've barely scratched the surface of a complicated and often contradictory subject, but we'd recommend a browse of the Discogs website (discogs.com; see more on p87) for an basic price hunt to see what desirable CDs may lurk in your collection.

"If your mono vinyl copy of 
Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band looks like an ice 
rink, it's unlikely you'll be 
retiring early."But surely all those old LPs by The Beatles and The Who that have been gathering dust in the loft are worth a bomb, though? As David Brent wisely said, don't assume. Vinyl, CD and DVD buyer Andrew Orr, at London's Music and Goods Exchange, sets the record straight: "It sometimes feels that people think we buy records and CDs by weight as opposed to what they actually are," he sighs. "Condition is very important. Theoretically expensive records in price guides are almost worthless if they've not been looked after, stored poorly or played on a knackered stylus. Yes, these records have clearly been enjoyed by their owners, but they retain little of their resale value. If your mono vinyl copy of Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band looks like an ice rink, it's unlikely you'll be retiring early"That old doesn't necessarily equal valuable is an important point well made, and also one that sheds light on one of the ways in which you can find out how desirable your vinyl collection is - the price guide. Such a tome is vitally important if you're considering selling your records privately. Why not invest the time and do it yourself? Done properly, the fiscal rewards could well be a lot greater than selling your collection as a job lot to a shop.
Price GuideThe first point of call for any buyer, seller or dealer when it comes to pricing information and the rarity of vinyl is the 
Record Collector Rare Record Price Guide. Edited by Ian Shirley with contributions

VINYL STORAGE
Don't break your heart - carefully consider where 
you plan to store records for sale at a future date. 
Being left lying around in a dusty loft or in a warm 
cupboard isn't good forthem!

Record grooves are also susceptible to mould, 
so avoid damp spaces. We'd suggest separating 
the vinyl from the cover(to avoid seam splitting) 
and placing both LP and sleeve in a soft, custom
made plastic sleeve (available in 12-inch sizes) 
and storing upright.

I f you plan to leave the records for an 
exceptionally long period of time, years even, 
we'd recommend checking on them every now 
and again - once records have mould in the 
grooves, their days are numbered(although 
professional vacuum pump cleaners certainly 
improve the sound quality of vintage vinyl).

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Keith Monks Classic Mk.llc
PRICE:
£2,895
TYPE:
Record-cleaning machine
TELEPHONE:
01983 857079
WEBSITE:
keithmonks-rcm.co.uk 

1: DETAILS
PRODUCT:
MothMkll
PRICE: 
£500
TYPE:
Wet record cleaner
TCPHONE:
01234 741152
WEBSITE:
britishaudio.co.uk 

1: DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Hanss Acoustic RC20
PRICE: 
£564
TYPE:
Record-cleaning machine
TELEPHONE:
02084 621379
WEBSITE:
hanssacoustics.com
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Clockwise from here: condition is key when selling 
vinyl and CDs to second hand record stores; record III 
fair tables can be secured from £90; the soft PVC 
sleeve - your album’s best friend; out with the old 
and in with the new - why not spend theproceeds 
of selling your old CDs and vinyl at independent

« rornrrl ctnraciikn Pniioh TraXa? “ ' • ' —------ L

from a roll-call of trusted experts, the 2012 
edition of the guide is now available 
(£27.95 from high street booksellers or 
currently less from amazon.co.uk). It's 
among the most authoritative voices on the 
subject of rare records pressed in the UK. 
Updated each edition to reflect the changes 
in the vinyl-buying market, if you're 
planning on selling your records privately, 
this book is an essential purchase. You'll 
learn about grading terms (vital information 
if you're planning to be taken seriously by 
collectors) and get to grips with some of 
more common terms you may come across 
thanks to a useful glossary. No such book 
as the definitive guide exists, but buying and 
selling vinyl without this institution is 
almost inconceivable.

The single most significant change to the 
way that vinyl records are bought and sold 
is eBay (ebay.co.uk). It's not hard to see 
how and why: suddenly, a scarce LP in 
stasis on the wall of a record shop, reliant 
on passing trade, now has an international 
client base. Enthusiasts in the Russian 
Federation, for example, now have greater 
access to UK pressings of classic rock acts - 

from Genesis to Van der Graaf Generator 
and beyond - that were previously 
geographically out of reach. To see how 
prices can fluctuate - as we asserted 
previously, record-buying and selling is in 
no way and exact science - have a look at 
popsike.com. Type in an artist's name and 
album to discover what previous copies 
have changed hands for on auction sites like 
eBay - and in certain cases, records have 
sold in excess of the recommended prices in 
the Record Collector guide.

If you intend to sell on The Bay, be 
prepared to put in time and effort to 
maximise your revenue. Setting up a user 
profile is a quick and simple process - as is 
opening a PayPal account (paypal.co.uk), 
essential for the eBay experience - but it's 
a longer one to build up your user rating. 
The eBay community is reliant on feedback 
from both buyer and seller to continue to 
thrive, so how can a new seller make both 
an impact and a good start? We've outlined 
our top ten eBay vinyl selling tips in the box 
on p86 for newcomers to enjoy their 
experience more, but key areas to consider 
are accurate descriptions of the cosmetic 
appearance of both the LP and the sleeve, 
an accurate description of the audio quality 
of the record and reasonable postage and 
packing rates. Solid communication is also 
important - keep your successful bidder 
informed as to his or her purchase's status - 
as is good, solid packaging to minimise the 
risk of breakage.

Perhaps the most obvious, but often 
overlooked, piece of eBay advice is to sell as 
you would like to receive. There isn't a vinyl 
enthusiast who doesn't have at least one 
eBay horror story of a record that arrives at 
its destination in some truly flimsy 
packaging, wholly inappropriate for a vinyl 
record. These are the sellers who ultimately 

fail to generate decent reputations, so be 
methodical about your approach and reap 
your rewards.

Expansive discography
In the shadow of eBay, but another 
massively useful tool, is the Discogs website 
that we suggested you check out in brief 
earlier on. This site is a heroic attempt to 
list the entire worldwide discographies of 
artists on its database - some going when 
you consider the prodigious work rate of the 
likes of Prince and Paul McCartney, for 
example. Most genres are listed in this 
expansive work in progress. The site is 
also a haven for sellers. You've tracked down 
the particular record that you're interested 
in on the site and the page gives you an 
option to click and see how many are for 
sale through the site.

Unlike eBay, Discogs is a fixed-price 
auction, so it's as simple as shopping on 
Amazon. If you have fixed ideas about how 
much you are prepared to let your 
individual slabs of collectable vinyl go for, 
this may be a better option than eBay 
(although you could always set a reserve).

As we suggested earlier, there is no exact 
science to selling vinyl and CDs and prices 
can definitely fluctuate. But, if you've your 
heart set on a clutter-busting exercise to 
generate some extra capital for that next kit 
upgrade, there are plenty of options 
available to the seller - it all depends on 
whether you want a quick sale or are willing 
to put in the time and effort required to 
make a success of selling bits and pieces 
from your collection online. But whatever 
you decide, good luck with the downsize - 
your listening room's creaking shelves will 
thank you for it. •
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WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST
ANATEK RESEARCH 

APOLLO 
ATACAMA 

AV INTERNATIONAL 
CHORD COMPANY 

CHORD ELECTRONICS 
CLEARAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 
EAR YOSHINO 

GOLDRING 
GRAHAM ENGINEERING 

GRAHAM SLEE 
G F HADCOCK 

ISOTEK 
KOETSU 

KUDOS AUDIO 
MARTIN LOGAN 

LYRA 
MAGNEPLANAR 

MELODY 
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

MONITOR AUDIO

NAD
NAIM AUDIO 
NORDOST 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 
OPERA 
ORTOFON 
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
PROJECT 
PS AUDIO 
PURESOUND 
REGA 
REVOLVER 
ROKSAN
SME
STAX
SUGDEN AUDIO 
TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
TRICHORD RESEARCH 
UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DE HUL

HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!
If you need us sooner, please call 0845 601 9390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

^^w.2ndhandhifi.co.uk ... what are you up for?

tel: 0M5 6019390
Analogue Amplifier

Acos Lustre, excellent Japanese tonearm 149
Ariston RD811 Superior, Mission 774, excellent 299 
Cardas Neutral Reference Tonearm Cable, weeks old299 
Clear-audio Unify tonearm, brand new 999
Decent Audio Wallshetf, used 149
Garrard 301, good cosmetics, full working order 799 
Linn LP12, Funk Vector-, Nairn Aro, superb! 1999 
Linn LP12, Ekas in black ash 1299
Linn LP12 Rosewood, Cirkus, Lingo, lttok, boxed 1499 
Linn Unto, excellent condition, boxed 499
Michell Hydraulic Reference, SME 3009, new lid 749 
Michell Gyro SE, excellent boxed with HR supply 899 
Monitor Audio MA500 Direct Drive, excellent! 249 
Pink Triangle PT Too, Linn Ekas, offboard p/s 999 
Project APM10, speedbox, nr mint boxed 999
Project X Pack, very low hour’s nr mint boxed 499 
Rega P1, ex demo 149
Rega Planar 2 c/w RB250 and Super Bias, excellent 149 
Rega RB250 with stubmod 119
Aoksan Reference PSU in black, ex demo Call
Roksan TMS1 & DSU boxed, recent TM service 1749 
Roksan Xerxes, XPS2, TabrizZi excellent 599
SME 10a turntable and tonearm, mint ex demo Call 
SME 20/2a turntable and tonearm, mint ex demo Call 
SME 3009/2, excellent 179
Systemdek llX, c/w Systemdek arm, vgc 149
Thorens TD125, excellent original box/packing 299
Tom Evans The Groove, excellent 1099
VPI Super Scoutmaster, SDS, Clamps, Feet etc 2749 
Wilson Benesch Act 1 Tonearm, nr mint superb 799

Radio/Recorde^
Arcam FMJ26DAB, excellent boxed 249
Arcam DT91 FM/DAB, excellent boxed 199
Nakamichi ZX1000L, just serviced, vgc Call
Quad FM3, vgc 99
Quad FM4, vgc 179
Quad FM66, excellent 299

Arcam A28, nr mint boxed in black REDUCED 449
Arcam A38, nr mint boxed in black REDUCED 649
Audio Synthesis Flame T excellent boxed remote 499 
Audiolab 8000P, UK version 299
Audiolab 80000, late version 249
Audio Research SP11 mk2, 2009 AS service 2499 
Audio Research LS15, excellent boxed 1299
Audio Research LS26, as new boxed Call
Audio Zone Amp 2 Monoblocks 799
Aura PA200, excellent boxed 499
Cairn 4810 Integrated, nr mint with phone board 1199 
Cairn Nitro/K02 Pre/Power Amps, excellent boxed 1499 
Conrad Johnson MV60SE Power nr mint boxed 1499 
CR Developments Kalypso, vgc boxed 699
Cyrus 6VS2, excellent boxed 349
Cyrus 3i, with matching monoblocks, vgc 499
Densen Beat 8100, vgc boxed 399
Esoteric Al10, built in DAC and phone, excellent! 1199 
Krell Evolution 600 Monoblocks Offers!
Levinson No27 Power amp, vgc 1499
Lyngdorf TDAt2200 with Roomperfect and DAC 2999 
Marantz SM17 Power-, excellent boxed 299
Melody 101 pre and Matching Monos, ex demo Call 
Melody 2A3 Integrated. ex demo Call
Melody 300b Integrated, excellent boxed 799
NAIM NAC122/150, excellent boxed 599
NAC112 excellent boxed 249
NAIM 250, boxed, recased to olive & serviced in 2000 799 
NAIM NAPV145, excellent 999
NAJM NAP250.2, excellent boxed 1749
NAIM NAC122X nr mint boxed 349
NAIM NAC52, excellent boxed 1999
Prima Luna Prologue one, excellent boxed 799
PS Audio Trio P200, excellent boxed with remote 399 
Rega Cursa, excellent 149
Roksan Kandy K2 integrated ex demo 599
Rotel RA04 and RA05. both as new boxed Call
Tag Mclaren 60irv, nr mint boxed 399
Unison Resear-ch Unico hybrid Integrated, vgc 499

Arcam CD33T, as new boxed 399
Arcam CD37, excellent boxed 799
Audio Research CD3Mk2. excellent boxed remote 1799 
Cambridge Audio 640v2, excellent boxed 179
Consonance CD2.2 24bit, excellent boxed 599
Copland CD823, excellent boxed 899
Cyrus PSXR, excellent smooth black boxed 249 
Cyrus CD6SE, excellent silver boxed 449
Cyrus GDSSE, excellent boxed, due in 599
Densen 8400 plus, vgc boxed 399
Esoteric DV60, mint boxed, SAVE £2000! 2499
Esoteric POS/005, as new ex demo Call
Linn Numerik, vgc 299
Marantz SA8003, excellent boxed, Due in 449
Marantz SA15, excellent boxed 499
Marantz CD17KI, excellent boxed 399
Marantz CD12/DA12 excellent with tabletop remote 1199 
Meridian 507, excellent boxed 599
Meridian 566/24 DAC, excellent 399
Micromega CD10, nr mint boxed new model 599
Micromega CD30, nr mint boxed new model 1199
Musical Fidelity KWTR/DM25 Transport/DAG, nr mint 1599 
Nairn CD5X, excellent boxed 699
Nairn CDS, excellent boxed 499
NAIM CDS/CDPS, nr mint boxed 999
NAIM CDX2, excellent boxed with remote 1599
Rotel RCD06, as new boxed 299
Sugden CD21, ex demo nr mint boxed 749
Sugden CD21SE, ex demo nr mint boxed 999
TEAC P700/D700 excellent boxed 1/2 size pair 749

AV/Accessories! Cables
Chord Epic Speaker cables, factory terminated pair Call 
Isotek and LAT extension blocks Call
Isotek Sigmas. nr mint boxed 799
NAIM Super-cap in Olive, new Burndy 1749
Onkyo 507, 607 & 807, as new ex demo boxed Call 
PS Audio Quintessence, as new boxed 499

Art Stiletto, 3 months old 599
Castle Conway 3, excellent boxed 299
Definitive Technology Mythos 2, pair, bargain! 399 
Kudos C10, early bi-wire pair in Rosenut 1299
Linn Ninka, excellent boxed 449
Magneplanar MG1.6, ex review 1499
Martin Logan Purity, ex demo, for details 1999
Martin Logan Odyssey, excellent boxed 2999
Monitor Audio GS60 in oak, ex demo vgc Call
Monitor Audio GSW12 Gold series Subwoofer 699 
Monitor Audio MA1800 Gold, large floorstander 349 
PMC FB1i in Walnut, as new boxed 1499
PMC Fact 8 in Tiger Ebony, excellent boxed 3249 
Proac Tablette Ref 8 in cherry, excellent 499
Proac Tablette Ref 8 Signature in Ebony, mint boxed 799 
Proac Studio 130 in Oak, excellent boxed 699
Proac Studio 140 in Ebony, excellent boxed 999
PSB Alpha B1 Stereophile Product of the year 99 
Quad 21L in Birds eye Maple finish, nr mint 349 
Rega RS1 , mint boxed 279
Rega R3, in cherry boxed 249
Revel Performa F32, excellent boxed, serious value! 1399 
Spender S3/5se, excellent boxed 549
Totem Model One Signature, excellent boxed 949 
Usher CP6371, vgc boxed, due in Call
Usher Mini Dancer 2, ex demo, nr mint Call
Usher Be718 Standmount, excellent boxed 849 
Wharfedate Diamond Home cinema pack, ex demo Call 
Wharfedale Active Diamond 7.1s - rare boxed! 119 
Yamaha NS1 ODOM, black ash, original grills 749

SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS
Audio Analogue Crescendo Amp & CD, ex demo 799 
Esoteric SA10 & Al10 combo, as new 2249
Micromega C010 & IA60, both as new 999
Micromega CD30 & IA180 both as new 1999
Onkyo A733/C733 Amp and CD ex display 599 
Rega Saturn, Cursa 3, Exon 3s, excellent Call

Telephone 01642 267012, Tuesday to Saturday 10 til 5 
or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk
w.2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk


91 Tom Petty 
and The 
Heartbreakers
Damn the 
Torpedoes

91 .Justin Adams & 
Juldeh Camara 
The Af robi I ly 
Sessions

91 .Jennifer Higdon
The Singing 
Rooms

M use c
Hi-Fi Choice's pick of the latest high-quality music releasesL

Band On The Run
concordmusicgroup.com

***** Concord
Single remastered CD; 3-disc special and 4-disc deluxe editions; 2-disc 180gm 
vinyl; MP3 download

McCARTNEV'S SOW ccai-eer now 
spans more than 20 studio albums 
and in excess of200 songs, so 
it’s a measure of how significant 
Band On The Run looms in his 
post’Beat’es oeuvre, that he’s 
still playing five of its original nine 
compositions on his current tour.

Furth er evidence that it remains 
his finest hour, sans John, Ge<oi"ge 
and Ringo comes in its se’ect’on 
asthe first release in the Paul 
McCartneyArchive Collection, an 
ambitious reissue programme 
that will eventually chronicle every 
twist and turn of his40-yearsolo 
flight. At the time of BOTR's release 
i n 1973, McCartney’s stock was 
surprisingly iow.

Wings were notThe Beat’es and 
the presence of his wife Linda 
in the band was regarded with 
suspicion. The high-minded

Lennon was widely seen asthe 
‘coo0’ ex-Beatle and Macca as a 
Iightweight MOR stylisty. reduced 
to hacking out wimpish ditties 
such asthe 1972 single, Mary 
Had A Little Lamb. The first two 
Wings albums had also sold 
d ¡sap po in tingly, neither reaching 
higher than five in the British 
charts. Then the band’s guitarist 
and drummer quit days before 
Wings ffieri to Lagos, Nigeria, to 
record Band On The Run, leaving 
Macca with only wife Linda and 
band member Denny Laine for 
company. Things got worse when 
they were mugged at knifepoint 
i n Lagos and th ¡eves stole the 
demo tapes.

Yet out of th is adversity, 
McCartney fashioned a creative, 
critical and commercial triumph, 
an exquisitely arranged minLsuite 

"Lennon was seen 
as the 'cool' Beatle 
and Macca as a 
lightweight stylist."
of songs, full of nuance, craft, 
energy and a playfulness which 
recalled the magic iast heard on 
The Beatles’Abbey Road.

Band On The Run is, in the 
Ioosestsense, a conceptalbum, 
on whhch M:Cai't:’iey exploits the 
analogy between the ‘coutsiidei'' 
myths of the rockstar and the 
out’aw(the Eagles, of course, did 
something similar that same year 
with Desperado). Themes of flight, 
escape and freedom dominate, 
perhaps mirroringMcCartney’s 
own attempt to break th e shackles 
of be’ng an ex-Beatle - moist: 
evidently in the iine 'If we ever get: 
out: of here,’ on the title track.

These iyrics are married to some 
of his finest melodies, whether 
he’s roaring with abandon on Jet 
and LettMeRo///tor unleashing his 
sunny pop sensibitities on Bluebird 
and thetitie track.

Sonically, the album is a near
perfect exampie of McCartney’s 
mastety of studiotechnique and his 
multit-nstrumental overdubbing 
abilities, made dearer than 
ever by the warm and dynam ic 
remastering, cari-ierd out by the 
Abbey Road tearm which recentiy 
overhauledThe Beaties’ catalogue.

Plenty of bonus tracks, induding 
the britliant non-album single 
Helen Wheels, pius other rarities 
and out-takes compiete the 
picture in the various different 
configurations to suit every pockety. 
which have now become customary 
with such a major reissue. NW 
Standout tracks: Jet; Helen Wheels; 
Band on the Run; Picasso's Last Words
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Music

George Harrison and 
Ravi Shankar
Collaborations
darkhorserecords.com
*** Dark Horse
4-CDboxset

HARRISON SIGNED the Indian 
sitar maestro Ravi Shankar to 
his Dark Horse Records label in 
1973 and over the next 25 years 
they released a number of 
collaborative projects, which 
remain surprisingly little known 
by either Beatles fans or world 
music enthusiasts.

This varied and eclectic box set 
puts their Joint work back in the 
public domain and features both 
classical Indian instrumentalists 
and western rock/jazz musicians, 
including not only Harrison, but 
Ringo Starr, Tom Scott, Klaus 
Voormann, Jim Keltner and Billy 
Preston. What emerges is Just 
how wonderfully open Harrison 
and Shankar were to each others 
culture and how successfully 
they married western accessibility 
and eastern spirituality.

The classical Indian music 
pieces are pleasing enough, but 
the major revelation comes in 
the music from an album 
originally released in 1973 as 
Shankar Famiiy & Friends and 
unavailable for years unless you 
were prepared to pay silly money 
The title suggests another 
traditional Indian set, but nothing 
could be further from the truth, 
including the Shankar-composed 
27-minute suite Dream/ 
Nightmare/Dawn, a thrilling 
fusion between Indian classicism 
and King Crimson-style 
experimental jazz/prog rock. NW 
Standout tracks: Suite: Dream/Nightmare/ 
Dawn; I Am MissingYou; Raga Jait

TheJesusand 
Mary Chain
Upside Down: The 
Best Of Music Club 
Deluxe
demonmusicgroup.co.uk 
**** Music Club
2-CDs

ON THE 25TH anniversary of 
their era-defining debut 
album, Psychocandy, this set 
collects together 44 key tracks 
and easily displaces the earlier 
compilation, 21 Singles, as 
the definitive anthology. All of 
those singles are here, of 
course, but they're augmented 
with the most significant 
album tracks and rarities.

Time has been kind to the 
Reid brothers, for their 
feedback-drenched, 
reverberating wall of sound 
has regained its sense of 
danger and urgent tumult. The 
band also had a genuine pop 
sensibility, too, heard to best 
effect on Just Like Honey, 
among many others. NW 
Standout tracks: Just Like Honey; 
April Skies; You Trip Me Up; Reverence

AUDIOPHILE VINYL

Joan Armatrading Joan Armatrading speakerscorner.de

JOAN ARMATRADING
i} 
a

**** Spkr'sCorner/A&M 
180gvinyl

ITWAS THIRD time lucky 
forJoan Armatrading in 
1976, with this Glyn Johns- 
produced eponymous album, 
her first for A&M. The first 
successful black 'British'

David Sylvian 
Sleepwalkers 
samadhisound.com
**** Samadhisound
CD

UNLIKE HIS NEW romantic 
peers, David Sylvian has 
refused to be held by the 
limitations of that rather 
superficial eighties era when 
tinny synths and bad drum 
machines ruled the day. From 
his first solo album in 1984 to 
now, Sylvian has refused to 
rest on the laurels of Japan, 
instead swimming in new and 
experimental waters with the 
likes of Can's Holger Czukay 
and most successfully with the 
great Ryuichi Sakamoto.

Having decamped to America, 
married then divorced, he has 
been widening his palette to 
include a myriad of pop, 
improvisatory and classical 
musicians. Sleepwalkers 
compiles the best of them 
including the incredible 
World Citizen. MP
Standout tracks: Angels; World 
Citizen; Playground Martyrs

Brian Eno
Small Craft On A 
Milk Sea
warp.net/brian-eno
**** Opal/Warp
LP/2-CD BoxSet/WAV

ENO HASN'T REALLY 
delivered a proper album 
of instrumental music since 
1992's The Shutov Assembly.

On this significant release 
he collaborates with 
experimental electronic 
musicians Jon Hopkins and 
Leo Abrahams.

The languid opening tracks, 
especially Emerald and 
Lime, draw us back to those 
exquisite melodies on such 
1970s Eno classics as Another 
Green World. But quickly we 
are plunged into the sound
world of Aphex Twin as hard 
industrial noises jam up 
against Eno's more sonorous 
tones. The final third of this 
remarkable 48-minute work 
returns us to his reflective 
ambiences. MP
Standout tracks: Emerald and Lime; 
Complex Heaven; Paleosonic

(she was born in St. Kitts) 
female artist, Armatrading 
combines a raw vitality with 
a softer side on the hit single 
Love And Affection, that can 
only really be heard on one 
other track here.

The rest of the album reveals 
some very strong songwriting, 
with well-constructed tunes 
played to a high level by 
members of Gallagher & 
Lyle among others. It has 
a newwave feel despite 
the slightly early vintage - 
Johns was clearly ahead of 
the curve at this point and 
Armatrading's tough style 
fits in perfectly.

While clearly a professional 
production, this is less 
polished than others of the 
era; the sound has a bit more 
edge and decent dynamics for 
a mainstream production. The 
strings seem a little saccharin, 
but are undoubtedly well 
-engineered. Drums, often 
by Kenney Jones, are well 
captured as is acoustic guitar, 
which even overshadows the 
voice on Like Fire.

The dovetailing of great 
material and sound mean it's 
not hard to hear why this was 
Armatrading's best seller. /K 
Standout tracks: Love and 
Affection; Tall In The Saddle
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the Golden Gate Quartet

MUSIC

HIGH-
RESOLUTION
DOWNLOADS

The Golden Gate 
Quartet
I ncredible
dixiefrog.com

**** Dixiefrog
CD

ARGUABLY THE BEST known 
of all male gospel quartets, 
the GGQ has been going 
since 1937 and with current 
leader, tenor Clyde Wright, 
since 1954. Celebrity fans 
over the years have included 
Elvis and Duke Ellington and 
they've influenced many of the 
greats of rock 'n' roll with their 
close harmonies, impeccable 
phrasing and instantly 
accessible interpretations of 
spiritual standards and more 
recently Wright's originals.

I n the current line-up of the 
GGQ, the passion for which 
they're renowned is clearly in 
evidence. The sound is much 
plusher than their earlier 
recordings, but the sheer joy 
of the vocal performances 
easily win through. DO 
Standout tracks: I WantTo Be Ready; 
Cry Sometime

Michel van der Aa
Spaces of Blank
disquietmed'a.net

**** Disquiet Media
CD

Jennifer Higdon
The Singing Rooms
telarc.com

***** Telare
CD/SACD

Aidan Moffat And The 
Best-ofs
How to get to Heaven 
from Scotland
linnrecords.com

**** Chemical/Linn
24-bit/48kHz stereo

[ ^-r^ydvdM

NETHERLANDS-BASED Michel 
van der Aa started his career 
as a recording engineer before 
getting into composition and 
while the music on this disc 
doesn't have an identifiable 
narrative, it still remains 
gripping music-making, 
performed by an impressive 
cast, including the Royal 
Concertgebouw orchestra, 
with support from one of the 
world's finest young mezzo
sopranos, Christianne Stotijn.

The Disquiet label was 
set up in Holland to act as a 
showcase for Michel van der 
Aa's music specifically. With 
its use of electronic-derived 
sounds, the engineering is 
more than usually tactile in 
feel, which makes it easier 
to separate out the various 
component strands that make 
up the whole. AG 
Standout track: Imprint

PHILADELPHIA'S JENNIFER 
Higdon, holds the Rock Chair 
of Composition Studies at 
the Curtis Institute of Music. 
The scoring of The Singing 
Rooms for violin, chorus 
and orchestra, is extremely 
unusual, but finely balanced 
and effective as a kind of 
choral violin concerto.

Although contemporary, 
it easily bears repeated 
listening. PraiseMakerby 
Alvin Singleton is a choral 
work, but with no solo violin 
part and generally less 
ambitious scoring though 
the highly individualistic use 
of orchestral bells recalls 
Britten's Peter Grimes.

Musically, it is gripping 
and comes highly 
recommended, not least 
thanks to the pellucid 
purity of its sound.AG 
Standout track: Three Windows

THIS IS THE 
FIRST full band 
record from 
AidanMoffat 
since the demise 
of Arab Strap. 
Too many

people have him marked down as a 
miserablist, the same fate that befell 
Morrissey and The Smiths but this 
album should put that notion firmly 
to rest. Songs like Oh Men/ and That's 
Just Love are positively joyful, while 
Moffat's writing betrays a keen, albeit 
wicked, sense of humour.

The major benefit of the 24-bit/48kHz 
recording, is that it conveys Moffat's 
voice so convincingly and with such 
clarity. He is a talented songwriter 
and this persuasive recording 
allows his lyricism to emerge with 
unmistakable clarity. MS 
Standout tracks: Oh Men!; Living WithYou Now

Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers Damn The Torpedoes tompetty.com

Blu-ray LPCM, Dolby Digital, 
DTS-HD Master

IN 1979 the MCA label got 
itself off the ground with 
Tom Petty's third and, as it 
turned out, most successful 
album. It fuses the styles of

the Byrds, the Rolling Stones 
and Television to form an 
urgent and driving sound of 
its own, that despite the long 
hair that we see in two videos 
is distinctly new wave (one 
guy is wearing a skinny tie 
just so that you know).

The first eight tunes of 
the original album are the 
strongest, but the extras 
include Casa Dega(in 
studio and demo versions) 
which is very good. Live 
versions of Shadow OfA 
Doubt and Don't Do Me Like 
That are also included 
among seven previously 
unreleased numbers.

In a stereo system, the 
LPCM track is the only one 
that really works because the 
DTS needs a .1 sub channel to 
stop it being too lean 
and this is quite a forward 
recording in the first place.

Producer Jimmy Lovinewas 
clearly going for a cutting
edge sound that would 
jump out of the radio and 
he certainly succeeds. It's 
clean though, so it doesn't 
sound too abrasive and 
many of the extra tracks 
have a fuller, presumably 
remixed sound./K 
Standout tracks: Refugee; Don't Do 
Me LikeThat

Justin Adams & Juldeh 
Camara
The Afrobilly Sessions
bowers-wilkins.com

***** B&WSocietyofSound 
24-bit/48kHz stereo

THESOUND OF 
the musical styles 
of West (London) 
meeting West 
(Africa): imagine 
late-era Clash 
bumping into Ali

Farka Toure. The music demonstrates 
vividly how contemporary black 
American music, the blues in particular, 
has its roots in African styles and it is 
fascinating to hear how seamlessly 
Adams' electric guitar and Camara's 
Gambian riti (a single-string fiddle) 
combine so harmoniously.

The 24-bit/48kHz recording captures 
the raw, earthy sound that guitarist/ 
producer Adams, who has previously 
worked with Robert Plant's and Jah 
Wobble's bands, was keen to obtain. 
The distorted tone of his Les Paul is 
beautifully rendered and replete with 
glorious, ringing overtones. MS 
Standout tracks: Fulani Coochie Man; Kele Kele
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BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMSDENON/MORDAUNT-SHORT
It's like 
1970again
Exclusive! We’re the only magazine to spin Denon’s 
new 1970s’ inspired lOOth-anniversary turntable, 
so Malcolm Steward built a glossy system around it

normal reaction from 
audiophiles, faced with a 

L Denon DP-A100 turntable 
is probably something

along the lines of: “I never knew 
Denon made turntables... When did 
they start doing that, then?” Most 
would, however, be surprised to learn 
that Denon released Japan’s first 
gramophone as far back as 1910. 
What’s more, the unashamedly 
retro-looking, hand-crafted DP-A100 
is also a celebration of the company’s 
100th anniversary.

The vintage appearance is quite 
deliberate and is most likely a 
respectful nod in the direction of the 
radio stations who became very keen 
supporters of the company’s early, 
high-performance and high- 
reliability, direct-drive designs.

In 1970, the turntables began using 
a Denon-developed, high-torque, AC 
motor, whose speed was controlled 
by a servo, detecting precision 
magnetic markings around the 
perimeter of the platter. This 
technology distanced Denon from 
conventional idler-wheel and 
belt-drive turntables and earned the 
company the reputation as the brand 
for broadcast users.

Despite - or, maybe, because of - 
its popularity with DJs and broadcast 
professionals it was also keenly 
bought by the public, albeit having 
been slightly adapted for consumer 
use. It is worth noting that radio 
stations and DJs require very 
different things from a record player 
than a domestic user. For instance, 
the DP-A100 reaches its terminal 
rotational velocity in 0.3 seconds, 
which is vital in a broadcast studio, 
but is not a facility of any great 
importance to the average Joe 
relaxing at home with a few LPs.

It will also come as a real surprise 
to anyone who has only experience 
of today’s lightweight turntables

- the likes of Rega and Pro-Ject, for 
example - that the substantial Denon 
DP-A100 tips the scales at just short 
of 16kg (321bs or thereabouts) which 
is enough to shake your discs - those 
in your spine rather than those in 
your vinyl collection.

The turntable uses the same 
direct-drive technology ‘that’ 
claims Denon, ‘has delivered 
cogging-free, high-precision 
rotation for 40 years.’ The company 
also opines that ‘Equipped with 
the DL-A100 cartridge, the 
DP-A100 is capable of masterfully 
reproducing the energy and 
beauty of analogue discs.’

Actually, the DL-A100 is not too 
dissimilar to the much-loved £100 
budget special DL-103 high-output 
moving coil, but in a transparent 
body and with a £499 price tag.

“TheDP-AlOO is 
capable of reproducing 
the energy and beauty 
of analogue discs.”

Japanese beauty
None of this withstanding, there is 
a distinct beauty and appeal about 
retro Japanese turntables (especially 
shiny new modem recreations of 
those early models) that instils 
real joy into any record player 
enthusiast fortunate enough to 
spend time with one. You cannot fail 
to be impressed when the weighty 
platter - fabricated from die-cast 
aluminium with silicon rubber ‘on 
reverse side to absorb vibration’ - 
accelerates from standstill to 33rpm 
in less than half-a-second and then 
comes to a halt just as quickly.

It is also easy to become misty- 
eyed and all nostalgic over that 
blast-from-the-past S-shaped

denon

IO

tonearm, with its detachable 
headshell. These elements, which 
are just plain wrong according 
to current wisdom about the
arrangement, simply do not matter 
that cartridge spacer introducing a 
degree of compliance into the 
mounting in the headshell is a prime 
example. Indeed, the equally 
compliant detachable headshell 
itself, which has been out of favour 
with audiophiles for several decades, 
seems not to matter, here.

You almost shift into making 
allowances mode rather as you 
do, say, when driving a classic car 
with drum brakes. Rather than
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LER: Mordaunt- 
Short's Performance 
2 is a welcome sonic 
and aesthetic match
RIGHT: The hand^ 
crafted DP^A100: 
ideal for pop
pickers everywhere 
BELOW: Eighty 
classy watts from 
Denon's £2,500 
PMA^A100

"There is a distinct beauty and appeal about retro Japanese turntables"hard and where you knock, either causes the stylus to lose contact with the groove or results in a resonant boom issuing from the speakers. But, hey it is all part of that back-to-the-seventies experience and it is not a major problem if you are careful. Nonetheless, the DP-AlOO is inherently more stable than any turntable with a suspended sub-chassis.Denon reckons the 80-watts PMA-AlOO integrated amplifier is 'the fruit of many years of Denon audio technology development'. It states: To improve further the expressiveness of its sound quality; the amplifier inherits the UHC-MOS (Ultra High Current Metal Oxide Semiconductor) single push-pull output circuit and features a newly engineered construction, forming a solid foundation for a pure, clean sound.' That solid foundation is presumably why the amplifier weighs in at a substantial 25kg!Denon continues that the remote- controllable PMA-AlOO integrated includes 'special anniversary tuning,
complain about their lack of ability to detach your retinas with the stopping power of today's disks, you just drive more sedately and press the brake pedal harder and earlier than you would in a contemporary vehicle.
Tonearms and isolation...The tonearm struck us as being quite charmingly contradictory. While it contains the aforementioned compliant elements, it also has a very precise arrangement for fine-tuning the cartridge VTA. There is a gradated ring around the base of the arm pillar: flicking a small locking lever and rotating the ring elevates and lowers the main bearing assembly, providing fine adjustment of the Vertical Tracking Angle.A cynic might ask why Denon bothers, but thoughts about turntable design were very different in the 1970s. One aspect that has definitely improved in the intervening 30 or 40 years is isolation. Rapping, or indeed tapping, on the plinth of the DP-AlOO, depending upon how
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BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMS 
DENON/MORDAUNT-SHORT

COMPONENTS

O DENON DP-AlOO
DRECT 1^^ TUR^^^ ^£2,50 

DENON DL-AlOO MOVING

COIL CARTRIDGE £500

O DENON PMA-AlOO 
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

MORDAUNT-SHORT 

PERFORMANCE 2o
£2,500 £2,495

A modern day, special edition of an old school, 
direct drive turntable. All the 1970's elements 
are there, including an S-shaped tonearm with a 
detachable headshell

A rather more contemporary integrated amplifier 
to sit alongside the Anniversary turntable.
11 also has defeatable tone controls for those 
who still cannot live without them

Thoroughly modern Mordaunt-Short 
Performance 2 standmounts provide a neutral
sounding loudspeaker with which to audition 
the Denon duo

superior construction and parts, including a larger, upgraded speaker terminal, cast-iron footing for less vibration and higher sound quality, as well as the lOOth anniversary signature badge affixed to the fascia.'Each PMA-AlOO in the collection has been hand-tested and tuned by Denon engineers and boasts 'wide range play capability for an SACD'. This is a bit of a waste, if that is all it is for, as SACD has hardly captured the record-buying public's imagination.Additionally, each PMA-AlOO comes with a five-year warranty and a certificate of authenticity signed by the chief production engineer who hand-crafted the product. Also 

included is a glossy 'brand book' that explores the history of Denon and adds an element of what marketers call post-purchase reassurance to the package. In other words it enhances the feel-good factor and makes you glad you bought it.
Speaker senseWe auditioned the Denon Anniversary components with Mordaunt-Short Performance 2 loudspeakers and matching stands, connected to the PMA-AlOO with The Chord Company's Epic Super Twin loudspeaker cable.This elegant, two-way speaker was selected for its clean, but not

DISTRIBUTORS: 
D&M

TELEPHONE: 
(For both) 
02890 279830
WEBSITES: 
denon.co.uk 
mordauntshort.com

clinical presentation, crisp detailing, dynamic energy and pleasingly natural balance. Naturally we listened to the line-level inputs, as well as the switch-selectable moving magnet/moving coil phono input.The Gwynneth Herbert vinyl album, All The Ghosts, was presented differently to how it appears on, say, a Well Tempered Lab Amadeus GTa: the balance appeared to have shifted towards the lighter end of the spectrum. Herbert's voice was explicitly and delicately portrayed: when singing very quietly her voice still had a reasonable quotient of passion and expression.The system balance gained greater low-end authority when we spent more time optimising the speaker alignment: getting the toe-in on the Performance 2 just so made a dramatic improvement to the balance and the stereo imagery.The DP-AlOO/PMA-AlOO and P2s seem to add very little, if anything, in the way of euphony. And for many people, this is exactly what a hi-fi system should do. Nothing. If a recording is dry, then that is how it will sound through this system.If you enjoy a pristine, detailed presentation then this might be just the set-up for you. Although very little escapes its notice, the downside is that it can sound quite analytical at times, as though it is beginning to lose touch with the music's rhythmical flow.That, perhaps, is the only concern with this set-up: whether it occasionally sacrifices its grip on the music in its quest for more detail. But if you have an unrequited love for 1970s hi-fi, do not let that stop you one little bit. •
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Year warranty
All Roksan electronics and turntables sold 
through authorised dealers are covered by 
a free 5 year parts and labour warranty.

Roksan
Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs
www.henleydesigns.co.uk,
sales@henleydesigns.co.uk, 01235 511166

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk


Help&advice
We've got the answers to everything you've ever wanted to know about hi-fi 
and weren't afraid to ask. Email us now at hifichoice@futurenetcom or write to: 
Hi-Fi Choice Q&A, Future Publishing Ud, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: LOUDSPEAKERS

HAVING WORKED on both sides of the 
audio industry for over 30 years, as 
loudspeaker designer amd reviewer, Paul is 
ideally placed to offer thorough, in-depth 
analysis of every speaker reviewed, as well 
as cutting-edge developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION

AS EVERY audiophile knows, there's so 
much more to getting a system to sing than 
merely throwing components together. 
Jimmy Hughes has spent 40 years tweaking 
and optimising systems, as well as 
voraciously collecting records.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY

WRITING EXCLUSIVELY for HFC, Richard 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to bear in 
our rigorous Blind-Listening Group Test. As 
our technical consultant, Richard is the 
authority on HFC's test and measurement.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: DIGITAL AUDIO

RESIDENT IN the audio industry for over a 
decade, Ed has considerable experience of 
both CD and SACD formats on disc, as well 
as an increasing personal interest in 
streamed high-resolution audio and 
network based systems

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: HIGH-END

HAVING WRITTEN for a huge range of 
magazines, both internationally and in 
Britain, Alvin has a very full 30 years of 
reviewing under his belt. A guru of all 
component types, he's now extending his 
expertise by building PCs for audio too.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES

ANOTHER EDITOR, Jason opted to become a 
freelance contributor when he relinquished 
the helm of HFC after 17 years on the 
magazine. A hi-fi addict since his twenties, 
Jason fell for the beauty of vinyl and has 
never looked back.

ASK US A QUESTION TODAY!
Our experts are on hand to answer your questions. 
Whether you’re looking for future-proof upgrades, 
advice or help with your current set-up, our two- 
channel Einsteins have all the necessary expertise 
and several hundred years of combined audio 
knowledge to slake your thirst and support your 
passion for perfect sound. Email your questions now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com

www.hifichoice.co.uk

O
I'm looking at adding PC connectivity 
to my system via either a DAC or 
CD player over USB. I'm confused 
by references to 'asynchronous' and 

'24-bit/96kHz capability' - what works bestst? 
Stuart Sellers, via email

With very few exceptions, 
all USBs fitted to 
DACS will work when 
connected to a PC and

asked to stream audio. There are 
differences, however. Asynchronous 
USB uses a separate precision clock 
to reduce the (often very high) level of 
jitter on the USB signal and improve 
sound quality.

24-bit/96kHz-capable USB is 
potentially useful for high-resolution 
downloads, although at the moment 
there are not very many of these

Feelinn groovy

Q
My system is a 1985 Linn 
Sondek LP12, Basik Plus/K9, 
NAO 3120 (1986), M-Audio 

studiophile BX-Sa monitors and a 
Marantz SA7001 CD player.

I have a dilemma; I can either pay 
£950 to get the Majik PSU fitted to the 
LPl 2, plus a service, a new motor, a new 
Linn Adikt cartridge, 45 rpm adaptor 
and a quadrasphire wall shelfforthe 
Linn, or buy a new Rega Planar 3 with the 
Rega cartridge, ext PSU and Rega wall
mounted shelf forf750.

As the Linn LP12 does not appear in 
your recommended items, butthe Rega 
3 does, which will give me the very best 
sound and is the Linn worth another 
£200, compared to the Rega?
Micheal Moore, via email

We did test the entry-level 
'Majik' version of the LP12 
in HFC 310 and rather liked 

it. It is hard to place the LP12 on a

Could it be Majik?

JANUARY 2011 Ht Choice 97

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

till
use OPTICAL COAX WIRELESS

to concern yourself with. And the 
implementation of the USB is not the 
be-a/I-and-end-al/ of performance, 
a good USB performance will be 
overshadowed, if the DAC itself is 
not so hot.

recommended list when versions of it 
are available for between £2,000 and 
£10,000! On balance, we would keep 
the Linn, but would instead look at 
some of the aftermarket parts available 
for the LP12.

The Hercules PSU from Stamford 
Audio and one of the Ortofon 
2M cartridges would give good 
performance for less money and 
allow for 45rpm playback without the 
adaptor. The resulting deck could be 
upgraded further in time and would be 
competitive with the Planar3.
Award-winning Rotel

O Though I have read your 
reviews on the Rotel pre 
and power amp (HFC336) 

and the Arcam A38 (HFC332), I am 
totally lost as to which one I should 
purchase (along with the Dynaudio 
X16 speakers). My current CD player is 
the Arcam CD 192 and I listen to all kinds 
of music, except pure jazz and soprano, 
so I need flexibilty.
Cohn Thompson, via email

O
I am interested in upgrading 
my present amplifier 
(Exposure 3010) and was very 
impressed with what you said about

mailto:hifichoice@futurenet.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


Help&advice

The valve-friendly Performance 2 speaker

www.hifichoice.co.uk

The HFCaward-winning Rotel RC1580/R81582 combo

THE HI-FI CHOICE 
GUIDE TO:
LEVEL-MATCHING INPUTS

the Rote!
pre and power combination. My CD 
player is a Creek Destiny 2 and my 
speakers are Castle Conway 3.

Would this amplifier work well 
with the Creek CD player and, as I'm 
hoping to upgrade my speakers to the 
Audiovector S3 Super, would these also 
complement the Rote! and, in turn, be a 
good match for my CD player?
Steve /ones, via email

We love the RC1580/RB1582 
combination and think it is 
still the besta/I-rounder at 

the price point and demands an 
audition. This is not to say that it is a 
perfect fit in all systems, especially 
since the Arcam A38 was edged out 
of the Awards by the Rotel.

In Colin's case, we would suggest 
that you demo it first, given the 
presence of a Arcam CD player already 
in yours system to see if it is a better 
overall match.

DACs the way I like it

QI'm currently using a budget 
Sony CD player as my 
method of playing CDs 

through my Denon 2809 AV receiver 
via QED Reference interconnects.

I am well aware that the Sony is the 
weak link, but finances haven't 
permitted me to upgrade in the last 
two years. I have a budget of up to 
£400 and was wondering if I should 
get a new CD player, or a DAC with 
USB to connect my iMac to the amp 
(all of my music is lossless .aiff).

I was somewhat taken by the 
Pro-Ject CD Box (reviewed in HFC 338), 
but I'm also aware of the high praise 
that products like the Cambridge 
DacMagic and the HRT Streamer are 
getting. I listen to a bit of everything, 
from the heaviest of metal to the 
calmest of classical, so I'd like 
something that can perform well with 
all styles of music.
Keith Doe, via email

Our gut feeling is towards a 
DAC. You have already done 
the time-consuming part of 

ripping music to a computer, so the 
DAC option gives you more 'bang for 
your buck', as you will not be paying 
for a transport mechanism or the like. 
You also have a huge range of choices 

HiFiChoice JANUARY 2011

available to you. We like the Pro-feet 
DAC Box FL, but the performance is 
very distinctive. So much so, that we 
would urge you to demo it first before 
handing over any cash. The Pro-feet is 
also a single-input design.

Right at the top of your budget, 
the Arcam rDac (HFC 338) deserves 
an audition. It has the best USB 
implementation we have seen at the 
price and offers more flexibility in 
terms of inputs. It is also beautifully 
built, which might not matter sonically, 
but is never a bad thing!

EXPERT 
ADVICE

A lot of bottle

QI am from Singapore and 
have been reading HFCfor 
many years. My friend is 
giving up a VTL i-85 and I have 

snapped it up. I would like to know 
what speakers go best with this amp? 

My music taste is mostly vocals and 
pop and my budget is around £2,000. 
I would also prefer a bookshelf to a 
floorstander due to space constraints.
Robin, via email

The healthy power output 
of the VTL would do a fine 
job partnered with the 

classic Spendor SP3/1R2, which is 
well within budget. But if you can 
stretchyourselfa little, the Mordaunt- 
Short Performance 2 would be an 
ideal match, as it combines reasonable 
sensitivity with a very expressive 
sound that allows the excitement 
and life of valve amplification to 
shine through.

ANY SYSTEM with more than one 
source will potentially suffer from 
a level imbalance problem when 
changing between sources. This can 
be an annoyance - if the levels are 
very different, rather hair-raising - but it 
can also affect system performance, 
either by requiring very high outputs 
from the amplifier and risking 
distortion, or equally by meaning the 
amplifier never makes it out of the 
audio equivalent of first gear
Some manufacturers, such as 

Arcam and Cambridge Audio, build 
adjustable input levels into their 
amplifiers. This means that you can 
reduce the sensitivity of the inputs 
being used by high-output sources.

For amplifiers that are not similarly 
equipped, you can buy separate 
attenuators from companies such as 
Rothwell, or interconnects that have 
varying levels of attenuation to allow 
better level-matching
Sources that are too quiet can be 

equally problematic. The usual culprit 
here is turntables, particularly if you 
are using an external phono stage 
I f you 're adding a turntable to an 
existing system, make sure that the 
level it produces - as a result of the 
cartridge output and the sensitivity 
of the phono stage - generates an 
output level that is sufficient for your 
amplifier to shine.
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selectau dio®
exquisite audio products

SMMRCD002 e. select.audio@tiscali.co.uk www.selectaudio.co.uk t. +44 (0)1900 81306

1. AMR Compact Disk Processor CD-777 2. AMR Pre-Main Amplifier AM-777 3. AMR Phono Stage PH-77

mailto:select.audio@tiscali.co.uk
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PRICE: £20 CONTACT: 01276 501 392
WEBSITE: BLUEHORIZONIDEAS.COM

VERDICT
*****

Blue HorizonClean-IT

good results we've had with a couple of those on LPs. Furutech 
packages this water-based fluid in a handy puffer bottle and 
throws in an exceptionally soft micro-fibre cloth to use with it.

In terms of removing visible contamination it works as well as any, 
though when we tested disc error-rate we found it no more effective 
than a clean shirt-tail (!) - both restored error rates to the levels 
before (deliberate) contamination of the test disc. And yet we were 
convinced that discs both pristine and well-used gained just a little 
extra precision and lifelike immediacy after PC-2 treatment. It's not 
a major effect, but like so many tweaks it's the sort of thing one feels 
reluctant to forego, having once heard it. Application takes very little 
time and a bottle seems set to treat several dozen discs, making it 
inexpensive to use.

BLUE HORIZON is a fairly new arrival on the accessories scene and 
has probably made most impact with its 'ProBurn' cable burn-in 
device. Clean-IT is rather more mundane; a clear fluid intended to 
clean electrical contacts, specifically in audio systems. There are 
other cleaners around that claim to do exactly the same job, but this 
one seems different from those we've seen before. It has as a base, 
some organic solvent with a distinctive smell and you simply paint it 
on to connectors with the brush attached to the cap, then wipe it off 
with the supplied microfibre cloth. That it does something is evident 
from the dirty residue left on the cloth when wiping particularly 
elderly connectors!

We tried it on various phono plugs and sockets, mains connectors 
and speaker terminals, with results that varied from nothing we 
could hear (on relatively new, but well-used speaker terminals) to 
well worth the expense and trouble (old and visibly tarnished phono 
leads). We weren't sure about the mains connections, in general: 
some older speaker terminals certainly benefitted a little. But it's 
small-signal connections that seem to benefit most, with the sound 
opening out a little in terms of space and gaining in detail and 
definition. It's not night and day stuff, but it's persuasive enough to 
make us want to give it a go every once in a while, to make sure the 
system's at its best. Incidentally, we also did some measurements 
which suggested contact resistance was halved, so it's certainly no 
Christmas fairy story!

FURUTECH HAS BEEN an increasingly familiar figure in the 
world of tweaks recently, thanks to a range that includes cables, 
mains connectors and more esoteric devices such as an LP- 
flattening oven, a sort of Corby trouser press for vinyl. The PC-2 
looks pretty ordinary and there are lots of bottles of fluid 
allegedly ideal for cleaning CDs, DVDs and other flavours of 
optical disc. This one, however, caught our attention because 
its makeup is unusual. Instead of using organic solvents(which 
do remove most contaminants, but are frequently bad forthe 
environment, bad for the user and are alleged to induce or worsen 
static charge problems) this one uses a 'combination of enzymes

VERDICT CERTAINLY DOES the business in terms of basic cleaning, 
butevenapparentlycleandiscsseem tosoundjuslaUttlafresher 

★ ★★★★ and more natural

AN INEXP£NSMand quick tweak, which does just what 
it claims to, cleaning up the sound by a small, but 
significant amount

FurutechPC-2 optical disc cleaner
PRICE: £35 CONTACT: 01276 501392
WEBSITE: FURUTECH.COM

M initest
Richard Black gets festive and reveals four of his 
favourite accessories from 2010

ww.hifichoice.co.uk
BLUEHORIZONIDEAS.COM
FURUTECH.COM
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some of those hi-fi accessories that one 
could easily persuade oneself one could 
live without. These four, however, cover 
a broad spectrum and all clearly achieve 
what they claim to. It’s always nice, on

IDAPTUniversal Charger
PRICE: £40
WEBSITE: IDAPTOEB.COM

MothTube Imp valve tester
PRICE: £299 CONTACT: 01234 741152
WEBSITE: BRITISHAUDIO.CO.UK

those long winter evenings, to know 
one has attended to a few more of the 
little details that help make a fine audio 
system the joy it should be.

Merry Christmas!

FEW AREAS OF HI-FI are as apt for tweaking as valve amplifiers. At 
the very least, changing valves is easy since they almost invariably 
plug in and out. Alternative and/or upgrade valve types are widely 
available for the commonest varieties. Valves wear out, too, making 
replacement a maintenance job (though for most signal valves a 
life of several years should certainly be expected). But how can one 
check the characteristics of a valve? Not only is it good to be able to 
check basic performance, but in many circuits it is highly desirable 
for both sections of a double triode (and double triodes are by far 
the commonest varieties in audio use) to be well matched. Enter the 
Tube Imp. It brings the power of modern integrated circuits to the 
business of valve testing and with remarkably little fuss allows you 
to test all the main parameters of normal, double triodes - gain, 
transconductance and current at various settings.

Ideally, you still need to know something about the valve type 
you're testing and the circuit it goes in, but the supplied instructions 
make it easy enough to do a basic test. And there is no denying 
the benefits of putting a really good valve in any decent circuit - 
benefits that can readily be both heard and measured. We tried 
a couple of phono amps, one line preamp and a power amp, all 
of which used variations of the common ECC81/2/3 types in 
different configurations and, in each case, were easily able to 
correlate overall performance with conformance of the valve to 
the original data sheet.

VERDICT
*****

PERHAPSAUtEupmarket for atrue'stockingfiller' butshared with afewvalve-lovingfriendsitcould provee^emelyusefuland excellent  value

HELP& 
ADVICE

There are plenty of reasons to enjoy 
Christmas, prominent among them 
the chance to treat oneself (or, if 
you’re really lucky, be treated by an 
understanding friend or relative) to

MINI TESTSEASONAL ACCESSORIES

Here's an accessory which neither makes nor modifies sound, yet 
we reckon a great number of audiophiles will want to know about it. 
It's quite simply a battery charger, but it has an important difference 
from most of its ilk in that it can charge a wide variety of kit, up 
to four items at a time. It's a highly ingenious design which has 
interchangeable 'tips' suited to various battery-powered devices in 
common use: six are supplied with the unit and a couple of dozen 
more are available at add-ons for around £6 each. Obviously there's 
one for Apple iPod/iPhone devices and the other standard types are 
mini- and micro-USB and versions for common phones from Nokia, 
Sony Ericsson and Samsung. There's an A-style USB socket on the 
side of the unit as well. Among the optional tips is one for AA/AAA 
batteries, which we could definitely find use for. The tips are slightly 
spring-loaded to give some protection against knocks when devices 
are being charged.

What we really like about this is its all-round practicality. It's a 
single unit that sits neatly on a shelf or table and plugs into the mains 
(no wall-wart!) and you can't easily lose it like a small dedicated 
charger. The tips are clearly labelled so you know what's what, and 
when each device is fully charged the LED in front of it changes from 
red to green. It may not change the sound of your hi-fi, but it'll put 
you in a much better frame of mind to appreciate it! •

VERDICT A SIMPLE, but brilliant solution to an everyday problem in the age of mobile electronics. There should be one at
★ ★★★★ the foot of every Christmas tree

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
IDAPTOEB.COM
BRITISHAUDIO.CO.UK
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IN BLACK TO 
THE BLACK KEYS.
True originals know no boundaries.
It’s like that at eMusic. Give this a listen:

50 FREE TRACKS, on us.
Iwww.emusic.com/HiFiChoice

'adele R

Get up to 50 free downloads free with a 7-day eMusic trial subscription. Offer available to first- time eMusic customers only. Internet access, registration, and credit or debit card 

required. Limited time offer. Offer and eMusic’s prices are subject to change and are subject to eMusic’s terms of use. eMusic and the eMusic logo are either registered trademarks 

or trademarks of eMusic.com Inc. in the United Kingdom or other countries. All rights reserved. eMusic is notresponsible for products, services or claims made by Future Publishing.

Iwww.emusic.com/HiFiChoice
eMusic.com


www.hifichoice.co.uk Reader Classified ads I Fi Choice

HiFi Choice
Reader 
C I assifiec

Bowers & Wilkins CMl

For sale / Wanted

Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's 
first and best free private ads service for buying and 
selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to place an advertisement - simply submit your ad of up to 30 words, remembering to include your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to send your ad is via email to: hifichoice@futurenet.com. Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
Future PubUshing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London NWl 6NW.
Please note that this service is open to 
private advertisers only.

FOR SALE
SHANUNG CDTlOO CD player. Valve or solid-state output, valve headphone output. Onboard preamp if required. Mint condition, boxed with manual. New (£1,650) £550. Can email photos if required.
01424446282(Sussex).GARIRARD401 £1,000ono.Turntable power supply f300ono. Technics Equaliser £150. Class A amplifier power supplyf300ono. Arcam 9 power amplifier f250ono. Maplin 50-watt board £25. 02074998729 
(Cambridgeshire).
SMEModel 10 precision turntable with Series V tonearm (£5,700) £3,200. One owner, superb condition, will demonstrate, photos available. Original packaging. Buyer collects. 
01604 410726or07711 
702836(Northants).
DENON CD player DCD1500mk11, immaculate, hardly used since new, very good sound and build quality, £125 or £200 with my TDL RTL 3 transmission

line speakers.
07751537148(0xon).
DYNAUDIO Master Evidence, Cherrywood and Gloss Black. Very rare opportunity to own a pair of superb speakers. Excellent condition£ 28,000 ono (£78,400 new) photos available. emailwhite^a64@ 
sky.corn or07970028771 
(South Bucks).
QUAD II Forty Monoblocks in unmarked, as new condition. Svetlana Cryogenically treated KT88 valve upgrade. Absolutely fantastic condition. Boxed with manuals cost £4,000. accept fl,850.02380 224003 
(Southampton).
AYRIE CX7 silver CD player, very lightly used, mint condition, boxed, looks and sounds wonderful, genuine sale. Latest version costs over £2,400, bargain at £1,200 07851 715446 
(Watford).
SONY7.1 AV amp/receiver STR-DN1000, black, 7x85 watts per channel, 4 in 1 out HDMI, auto calibration, 

tuner, DTS-HD, True HD, DTS- Es etc, purchased Dec 09, hardly used £190.
01843 586261(Kent).DYNAUDIOContour S3.4, Piano Black excellent condition £2,250 ovno (£5,060). PairofB&W SCMS surround speakers, Black Ash, perfect condition £850ovno. Primare amp 30.1 very good condition fSOOovno. Arcam FMJ CD36 silver, excellent condition £575ovno. Email white-a64@ 
sky.corn or07970028771 
(South Bucks).MERIDIAN 504 FM tuner lightly used, in pristine condition. Complete with user guide. (£660) £350 ono. 
07841011397(Leeds).ART AUDIO Maestro Valve monoblocs x2. 50 watts each and ART valve preamp VP1, vgc, serviced recently by ArtAudio (with new valves). Original around £9,500. Px £2,500. Can demo. 01476 579201 
(Grantham).T+APulsar 1230R CD player (silver) immaculate 

condition, recently serviced includes remote. (£1,800) £700 can demonstrate. Also, Exposure 3010 Integrated and power amplifiers, condition as above £400 each01482887409
(East Yorkshire).
BOWERS& WILKINSCM1 eight months old, mint ,original packaging including stands £250.
gregory@469btmtemeLco.uk 
01757 289375 (Selby).
MERIDIAN 508.24 CD player, £400; Primare A30.1100- watt amp, £400; Sennheiser HD595 headphones, £50; Sony MDS-JE780 Minidisc, £50; Videologic DRX-601E DAB tuner, £40. Cash only, buyer collects.
01428 605002 (S.W. Surrey).PROACTablette EBT loudspeakers with matching sand-filled stands, teak finish. Good clean sound. Excellent value £200 emai;
wombaLjr@tiscali.co.uk 
01923 855359(Herts).
^ARTAUDIO 'Diavolo'300B SE amp (11+11w), polished stainless-steel chassis with gold anodised trimsfl,600. Sony SACD player (SCD SSSES), champagne finish £350, can demo.
01454 414361 or email 
beedeel@yahoo.co.uk 
(Bristol).ROTELCD930AX CD player, Rote I RA930AX amp, NAD533 turntable, Infinity REF11 speakers. Excellent condition. Complete set f250orwill split. 0151 
3427860 (Merseyside).

0PPP0DV-980H DVD/SACD player, excellent condition £75. HDMI cable Sm £10 
02089513178 (London).
SPENDORS3 in maple £325. Chord DAC 64 mint, boxed £800. Nairn NAC 82 plus NAP SC (2001) K boards mint, boxed, £800. Nairn HI-Cap (chrome bumper) mint £300. 
07729 620621 (Worcs).
RINGMAT330 MK11 XLR 3mm record support £20. 
01202 515474 (Bournemouth).FERRANTI Type A1016, EKCO Model U363, Phillips Type 151U, Pye Ref069009, Cassar Melody Maker.All valve radios, £40 each. 
01684290581
(West Midlands).SHARPGF555 twin-tape, radio, speakers, internal amp, battery and mains (silver) £75 ono. Panasonic RXDS45, CD, tape, radio, mains and battery, £35ono.
01684 290581 (West 
Midlands).
NAKAMICHI CR 7E. Hardly used, cosmetically excellent. No remote. £600 ono.
020 7485 5077(daytime) or email peter@ccmusic.co.uk 
(London).
WANTED Cyrus CD 6s and Cyrus 6vs2 in mint condition and at a reasonable price 
01753 523350
emaiLjamesdjd@yahoo.co.uk 
(Berkshire).
NAIM NaitXS amplifier (£1,380) £880. CDSi CD player (£915) £600, or both £1,450. PMC DB1i speakers, walnut,

EHUIUlSI BUYING SECOND^HAN can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand- 
new product if the price is right. DO SOME RESEARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 
dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 
should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble -have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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For sale / W

anted (£985) £600. Equipment 
purchased March"10.All 
mint condition, boxed. 
01233 713250 (Kent).
BLACK RHODIUMPolar 

Illusion metre pair stereo 
interconnect, deep 
cryogenenic version. Hi-Fi 
Choice award winner, cost 
£250, sellf125
01243 528010 (West Sussex).SIMONYORKES7 record 
player and Koetsu coral 
£8,500. Finite Elemente MR 
HD07 four- shelves £3,250, 
MR HD09 amp stand £600. 
01237 473057(North Devon).
RUSSANDREWSmains 

cables, filters, Kimberand 
digital interconnects. Other 
items including active studio 
monitors, too many to list, all 
mint condition.
01902 884694(Dudley).
AUDIO SYNTHESISPassion 

8m passive preamp.
Excellent condition, boxed 
with remote control, manual 
and transformer p.s. £595 
01628626085(Berkshire).AUDIOPHILEBASE 
hi-fi support system, 
incorporatingvibration 
control technology. Four 
platforms (£800) £200. 

janhud16@talktalk.net 
01270 624008(Cheshire)
NAIMDVD 5 CD/DVD player, 
hardly used £695, 112x 
preamp £229, 150x power 
amplifier 2008 £479, or 
£649 forthe pair. All mint/ 

boxed. 01984640588.
(Somerset)
ATC50aactive speakers, 

good condition, rosewood 
(£9,500) £2,500, Stax 3050 

Mk2 headphones and stand, 
silver, immaculate (£850) 

£500, New vinyl at 40% of 

RRP. For list, 01453 519700. 
(Gloucester)
REGAP3 turntable and 

RB300 arm, Elys cartridge. 
Boxed, excellent condition. 
Recent motor upgrade. Arm 
new and cartridge light use, 
£375. 07843 762212or atj. 
harding@googlemailcom 
(Hants).PRO-JE^T record deck and 
Pro-ject phono amp, Musical 
FidelityXA-1 preamp, Arcam 
Alpha 9 CD player, Arcam P60 
power amp, Rogers Studio 5 
speakers. Includes all power 
cords (Russ Andrews) and 
cables/speaker stands and 
equipment stand. (£3,700) 
£1,400ono. Must be 

heard.0035387 637 6623 
(Co Wicklow, Ireland).
MUSICAL FIDELITYTri-Vista 

21 DAC, less than 200 hours 
use. Excellent condition, 
boxed with manual. £540 
07905 312191.(Cheshire).R0GIUEAUDI088 valve 
power amp, fully overhauled 
and modified by Definitive 
Audio two years ago, 
absolute stunner! £1,000 

ovno. 07905 312191.
(Cheshire).VARIOUS COMPONENTS:
Arcam alpha 9 power 
amplifier 9P, £250. Maplin 
amplifier boards, 50w/8R, 
70w/4R, four available, £25 

each. AvonMusic prototype 
power supply for Class A 
power amplifiers, £225.
AvonMusic prototype 
power supply for Garrard 
4/301 Thorens TD124, 
£225. Garrard 401 chassis 
and plinth, £700. Technics 
SL1210 Mk2 £250.
020 749 98729(London).
PRIMARESPA21 amplifier, 
recommended almost as 
good in stereo as the 130, 
mint, remote and manual, 
two years old £1,100 
plus shipping.
00353 868127103 or michaeL 
ogrady@gmx.co.uk 
(Ireland).
NAKAMICHlCR3Ef150.

Nakamichi CR4Ef195. 
Dunlop Systemdeck 2 £185. 
Audiolab8000A£90. All 
good condition. No offers 

please. 07513039966.
(Dorset).MONITOR AUDIOSilver RS6 
(oak) for sale £300. Just run

in. 01501820875(Scotland).
TANN0YDC6t speakers (oak) 

excellent £500. 01501820875 
(Scotland).MJACOUSTICSPro 50
Mk11 subwooferf175ono 
(Excellent condition). 

01562638119oremail 
mike222@blueyonder.co.uk 
(Worcestershire).
^ACVRDS-Tl transport 

(includesTrichord upgrade 
£400) receipt kept, manual, 
remote, boxed £275.
01384293955. (West Midlands).WANTED Reel-to-reel tape 
recorder, SonyTC377 or 
similar. Must be in good 
working order.
01633 421906 (Newport).
RUSS ANDREWSPowermax 

Plus mains cable. Big 
improvement for little money.

Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy. Clean, 
precise sound. (£45) now 

£20. 07981025698(BristoQ.AR^CAM A38 integrated amp 
£895. CD37 playerf795.
Denon TU1800 FM/DAB tuner 

£150. All in good condition, 
with boxes. 023 80738935 
or email: golf3385@hotmail 
co.uk(Southampton).
MUSICAL FIDELITY EIOO 
integrated amp, piano black, 
excellent condition, digital 
and phono outputs £250. 
Aurum Cantus Leisure 5 
speakers piano rosewood 
£495. Unison Research S6 
valve integrated amp. £750 
02380 22403 (Southampton).
MUSICAL FIDELITY P180 
(Mosfet) power amp, with 

choke-regulated power 
supply. Condition is excellent 
andwasoneof Hi-Fi World's 
favorites: "powerful and 

refined". £525. 07972 341692 
I 01424 446282.(East Sussex).
CAB^SE mt30 Antigua 
standmount speakers in 
wenge (black). Brand new 
won in competition (£460) 

£325. Kimber monoclex 
speakercable, 13feet, 
WBT slant bananas (approx 

£1,600)£675.01933 405875 
(Northants).CYRUS CDXTSEtransport 
player (black), one-year old, 
boxed as new. Can demo. 
02476 667877/07887 54082 
(Coventry).
PRIIMARRECDI 10 one-box 

CD player, ?Ow amp and 
DAB. Boxed with manual 
and remote. Russ Andrews 
Torlyte platform (£1,320)

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE AD
YOUR DETAILS
Name
Address

Email address
Daytime telephone number
Date____________________

YOUR ADVERTISMENT

SEND YOUR ADVERTISMENT TO
Hi-fi Choice, Future publishing, 2 Balcombe Street London NW1 6NW

£650017919025005 
(Sussex).TACT/LYNGD0RFSDA1 
2175 integrated amp, 
superb quality and 
performance, 200watts, 
(silver), boxed (£1,895) 

£795.07776143890 
(Southampton).DALI lkon6 loudspeakers. 
Unmarked with 
instructions. £250.01255 
675115 (Frinton-on-5ea, 
Essex).
GRADO PS1000 
headphones, brand new, 
boxed with warranty, 
won in competition, 
£1,200ono. 0115 
9397413^tyshire).
ARCAM Alpha 10 DAVE, 
award-winning stereo 
amplifier, with factory- 
fitted Dolby Digital/DTS 

module, in excellent 
condition, with remote 
and original packaging, 
£450ono.Alpha10@ 

reticulum.
demon.co.uk 
(Cambs I Beds border).
AUDIOQUEST Columbia 
XLR lm interconnects, 
boxed, 48v DBS stunning 
high-end cables, 
immaculate and in original 
case (£400) £175.07876 
226999(Surrey).
MARANTYCD 5003 CD 

player, black, pitch control 
and CD text, as new (£200) 
£100 no offers. 01268 
415017(Basildon).YMMA B2 and C2 
pre and power amp, 160 
watts per channel, £50 or 

offers. steve.patonlOO@ 
googlemailcom (Cumbria).
WANTED: Top-quality hi-fi 
separates and complete 
systems, fast, friendly 
response and willing to 
travel/pay cash. 07815 
892458(Colchester).
MONITORAUDIO RS6, 
natural oak, just run-in 
£300. Tannoy DC6T, oak, 
immaculate£500. 01501 
820875 (Lanarkshire).
CHORD Signature speaker 
cable, 2m pair, £275. Chord 
Im Indigo Plus RCA pair, 
£475. Chord signature Links, 
two pair, £25.07970 012450 
(Hampshire).
AUDIO RESEARCH LS2b 
preamp, original box, 
(£3,000) £780. Theta Pearl 
transport and Probasic3a 
DAC (£4,750) £1,250. 

07973220663 
(Leicestershire).
RUARK TALISMAN Mkl 
speakers with soft-dome 
tweeters, cherry finish, very 
good condition, £240.01425 
613983 (Hampshire).
PSAUDIO phones,oneyear 
old, immaculate condition, 
manual, remote, boxes, 
£495.01737779938or 
01366884107(Surrey).
MUSICALRDELITY Al
CD Pro Player, two years old, 
mint, boxed. Philips Pro 2 
mechanism. Top-loader, 
£650. Original Pi Foundation 
stands circa 1990, 18-inch- 
high, top plate 7.5in square, 
sand-and shot-filled, buyer 

collects, £150. 07789 
712775(Hampshire).

To submit your advert to us, 
please email hifichoice@ 
futurenet.com or alternatively, 
use the postal form below. Please 
limit ads to a maximum of 30 
words, ensuring all details, model 
names etc are correctly stated. 
Kindly also include your email, 
telephone number and home 
county. We regret that we cannot 
take adverts over the phone.
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High End Cable
www.highendcable.co.uk 

For best prices talk to Dave Jackson on 01775 761880

Very wide bandwidth and super fast propagation. 
Helps your system reach its optimum performance. 
Still the standard others tend to be judged.

At long last the XV-Ultra Reference digital has 
arrived. If you thought the XV2 was the best 
now you are in for a treat. SPDIFF 75 ohm 
digital use for audio and visual and superb as 
a clocking cable and at only £229.00 it is an 
absolute no brainer.

AnnouncementSignal Collection, LLC (TSC), a specialty distributor of fine audio equipment and manufacturer of highly regarded audiophile cables, announces today that it will no longer be using the "STEREOVOX" moniker due to issues surrounding that trademark, and has adopted use of the name Stereolab™ in its place. Available now is the XV-Ultra Reference digital, the Draco RX RCA and XLR interconnects and Diablo LS loudspeaker cable
We offer the Ultimate Silver Dream from 
Artisan Silver Cables, a UK company with 
the right idea, and at the right price.

by Raidho

Sort Kones
Resonance control 

Devises

N&RDOST

ri

C3.0

Great trade in deal on offer if you 
wish to upgrade to the Ayra range.

The superb range of Ayra Speakers 
now on demonstration.

C2.0
Designed from the bottom up, all drivers and ribbon tweeters 
are built in house. Ayra use ceramics drivers, superb cross
overs, unique magnet technology and Nordost Valhalla inter- ^ 
nal wiring. Offering frequency extension to SOkhz these ' 
speakers are among the best in the World.

Please visit the High End Cable website for call for more information.

Cl.O was Hi-fi plus Product of the year 2008

Cl.O and stand

Product of the year 2008

We offer fabulous trade in deals, up to 40% when we take in your old speakers in part ex
change. So your old speakers could be worth more than you think.

http://www.highendcable.co.uk


Let the music engage you
30 DAY

Hearing is believing. We want you to really know 
what a difference Benchmark will make to your 

music, music you thought you knew!

L
Call 020 84181470 and get a J

DAC1 in your system
Terms & Conditions apply*

*At participating 

dealers onlyAn all-in-one, reference-quality, stereo pre-amplifier bringing together all the best features and 
performance of the award-winning DAC1 family. All this with the added convenience of an intelligent
remote control solution.
The DACl HDR combines some of Benchmark's finest engineering accomplishments into one device: 
the DACl digital-to-analog audio converter with Ultralock'" clock system, AdvancedUSB'" computer 
audio playback interface, and the legendary HPA2'" headphone amplifier. The unique remote control 
solution oftheDAC1 HDR is built around Benchmarks new HDR-VC'" . Hi

Also in the Range

ADC1
2 Channel 24-bit 192KHz A/D Converter

DAC1 PRE
Stereo Pre-Amplifier I DAC I Headphone Amp

DAC1 USB
2 Channel 24-bit 192KHz D/A Converter

www.scvlondon.co. uk
Distributed by SCV London: benchmark@scvlondon.co.uk

http://www.scvlondon.co
mailto:benchmark@scvlondon.co.uk
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Hi-Fi Choice SOURCE COMPONENTS

Buyer's
Guide

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer’s
- Guide-the ultimate directory to the 

very best high-performance hi-fi gear 
x that you can buy. Here, you'll find our 

favourite current products listed under easy- 
to-use categories, with up-to-date pricing and 
trustworthy verdicts.

108 _CD players
Whether CD or SACD, we list the very 
best players for the job

111 Turntables
Everything is listed here, from a £190 
Pro-Ject to a £115k Continuum

111 _ Phono cartridges
The best in both magnetic and 
moving coil cartridges

113 _ Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with any one of 
these carefully selected tuners

113 _ Headphones
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure

AMPLIFIERS
115 Stereo amplifiers
Our pick of the world's best one-box 
integrated amplifiers

115 _Pre/power amps
For those occasions when two boxes 
seem better than one

Reviews you can trust 
Hi-Fi Choice test results are 
the most reliable in the 
business. We employ the 
UK's most respected hi-fi 
journalists and use the most 
stringent techniques to 
ensure our ratings are the 
ones you can trust. All the 
equipment we rate most 
highly is contained within 
these pages, from CD and 
vinyl to the latest disc 
players, amplifiers, tuners 
and loudspeakers.

To access selected
Hi-Fi Choice reviews, simply 
type: techradar.com/ into 
your browser, followed by 
the six-digit number printed 
in the first column 
of our Buyer's Guide.

CABLES

Reviews online
We've also included 
techradar listings where 
our reviews appear online.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Guide is the best way to 
make a shortlist of 
components to audition. 
Pick the ones that best suit 
your taste and budget, then 
consult our Dealer Classified 
section to find specialist 
outlets where you can try 
them with your favourite 
music and test discs.

117 _ Interconnects 
Our favourite cables for transferring 
delicate signals are all here

117 _Speaker cables
Priced per metre, these are our top 
recommendations for home use

LOUDSPEAKERS

119 _Stereo speakers
An invaluable guide to the best 
loudspeakers for your electronics

STANDS & SUPPORTS

BADGES EXPLAINED
□ OUR AWARDS

123 _ Equipment supports
Our selection of the best equipment 
supports for your precious kit

123 _Speaker stands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and 
prices, so take your pick from our list

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

Choice
EDITOR'S 
CHOICE

^Choicey
RECOMMENDED

GROUP TEST 
WINNER

GROUP TEST 
WINNER:
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

NEW ENTRIES...
Every month, our 
buying bible is 
updated to include our 
latest reviews. These 
new entries are 
highlighted in yellow 
and reflect the very 
best reviews from the 
previous issue.

DEALER CLASSIFIED

125 _ Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-fi dealer 
classified advertisements

129 _ Dealer directory
For all your hi-fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-fi dealerships

hoice
ïame
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TD712ZMK2 LOUDSPEAKERS

Eclipse is without doubt our favourite 
loudspeaker brand and our best selling 
speakers too. We are one of the only 
specialist dealers in the UK to have the 
complete range on permanent 
demonstration, which includes the mighty 
TD725sw ultra fast active subwoofer.
(FULL RANGE ON PERMANENT DEMONSTRATION)

syNERGy
REFERENCE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERAn iron fist in a velvet glove
Tube Technology make some of the finest 
valve amplifiers in the world. The Synergy 
to this day, remains as one of the most 
prestigious Integrated Valve amplifiers ever 
created. Find out why it continues to remain 
our reference of choice. Now available in 
custom colour finishes.
(ON PERMANENT DEMONSTRATION)

II! Free UK Delivery* 01273 607 983

MUSICARCH

The Studio, 41 Rock Grove, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 IND 
discover@musicarch.co.uk | www.musicarch.co.uk

open 7 days a week see web site for details DEMONSTRATIONS By APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE

mailto:discover@musicarch.co.uk
http://www.musicarch.co.uk


*0N DEMONSTRATION

N0RDOST * Tellurium Q

Full Nordost range available.

Every model in the range has won 
the cable of the year award in 
Hi-Fi+ and also 5 globes from 
Hi-Fi World.

black 
ravioli

Beautifully built, affordable 
and unlike other mains products, 
lsol-8 allows the music to breathe 
rather than compress it.

Food 
for 
thought! 
The essential 
upgrade that no component 
or system should be without. 
Get ready to be amazed!

NEW! Q

[A y ~r~e\

7IDX-5
UNIVERSAL A/V ENGINEW171ÎR

TRANSPORT*W151
AMPLIFIER/DAC *

71W381 MEDIAPLAYER*

The 381 delivers world-class 
performance at a very attractive 
price and it is their first optical 
disc transport capable of playing 
Flac, MP3, and WMA audio data 
from your download collection.

71 QB“ 9 USB DAC

Connect the Ayre QB-9 
to your computer and 
you have a killer 
combination that will 
frighten all but the most 
esoteric CD Players.

Ayre's newest one box 
player can play every 
digital/disc format available 
to the highest standard. It 
even has a built in QB-9.

GERMAN 
i PHYSÌKS

H RS-120
LOUDSPEAKERS*

Conventional loudspeakers 
fire most of their sound 
forwards. By contrast, the 
DDD driver radiates the 
sound evenly all around it i.e. 
it is omni-directional. 
An audition is essential.

I 11 iIà iDavon©

RITHMùi
LOUDSPEAKERS*

The strikingly beautiful
Davone Rithm 
speakers have a way 
of communicating 
music that very few 
others can at anywhere near the price.

TOUCH 

SCREEN
The NEW Olive O6HD is the world's first music server to combine the 
convenience of digital music with an audiophile sonic performance. It 
starts with a state-of-the art differential DAC along with a dedicated 
linear power supply for the analog output stage. A sound so lively 
and clear, you'll want to reach out and touch the performers!

NEW! 7I06HDAUDIOPHILE MUSICSERVER*

Free
DISK LOADING SERVICE

** When you purchase 
an Olive HD Server from 
MUSICARCH, we will load 
100 of your favourite 
CD's onto your Olive

^absolutely free.

(All you need to do is pack up 
and post your CD's to us. We 
will then return your CD's 
and preloaded Olive. Applies 
to purchases of the Olive 
04HD and 06HD only.)
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CD players
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come

Up to £1,000

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 Simple player that's clear and communicative with the appropriate partnering equipment • • : • • • 329

• Audiolab 8200CD 700 No SACD support, but excellent detail, neutrality and communication • • ' • • • 340
• Cambridge Audio Azur 650BD 400 Musical, precise, involving and with great energy at a superb price • • • 340
• Denon DCD-1S10AE 900 If the SACD format is what you’re into, then this player is capable of some impressive sounds • • • 335
• Harman/Kardon HD990 550 Highly detailed with excellent extension at both extremes and impressive resolution /S94818 • • • • • 323
• Marantz SA7003 600 Highly civilised sound may not be to all tastes, but there's plenty of detail to be heard • • • • • 323

• Marantz Pearl Lile SA-Kl 899 A key CD/SACD player at an attractive price , with support for digital • • • : • 338
• Micromega CD-10 799 The cheapest in the range, the CD-10 has been fine-tuned to please the audiophile • : • 328
• Moon CD.S 999 Admirably energetic music-maker from this very well built player • • - • • 335
• NADCS4SBEE 350 Apart from slight lack of bass control, sound is very fine indeed - treble is beautifully detailed • • • • 322

• Nairn CDSi 895 Its competent musical performance exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player • 307

Project CD Box 300 This player belies both its size and its price with sounds worthy of a decent mid-range system • . • • 338
• Roksan Kandy K2 899 State-of-the-art technology and precision engineering produces a fine CD performance • • • 335
• Rotel RCD-1520 695 Lacks optical digital output, but feature-count is fine and sound quality is expressive and open /608305 • : • 323

1 Above £1,000 g 
Badge Product Price Comments

• Arcam CD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution /39S096 •: • 340

• Audio Research CDS 5,055 Audibly betterthan most CD players on the market - assertive and very dynamic /4SS309 • • : : • 312

• Consonance Droplet CDP3.1 1,995 A CD player which gets to the nub of what music is about. Engages the listener every time : • Ì ♦ Ì 322

• Copland CDA 82 5 3,985 This a highly revealing player that delivers music in a realistically engaging form : i • • 332

• Creek Destiny 1,400 This player presents the music and nothing but the music and is thoroughly recommended Ì • • • 328

• Cyrus Audio CD 8 SE 1,200 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music /399370 • 323

• Denon DCD-2010AE 1,700 Well equipped, finely detailed and with good support for compressed audio and iPod : • : • • : • : 328

• EMM LabsXDSl 18,995 Very high-performance two channel only player with the option of a standalone D/A converter •• - 327

• Leema Stream Ill 1,495 This is a superb CD player that improves on the performance of its predecessor, the Stream : i * • : : 339

• Marantz UD 8004 2,450 Sophisticated and highly capable universal player that just about does it all • • • • • 336

• Meridian 808.3 Signature 10,000 Extraordinarily revealing and open CD player with a first-class performance level ; • • : • 339

• Micromega CD-20 1,249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players • • : 332

• Mimetism 20.1 5,107 An impressive player that produces a very convincing and musical sound : : • • Í : 330

• MoonCD3.3 2,200 Excellent detail and a fine choice for those who like their music straight from source /S94609 : • : • : 328

• Moon7SOD 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the ?SOD : : • • - • : 331

• Nairn CDS XS 1,790 Its composure and openness results in a musical performance that is extremely seductive : • • • 334

• Rega Isis 5,998 A magnificently musical CD player at a realistic price. USB input is a useful addition • • • 329

• Resolution Audio Cantata 5,995 CD player/streamer that's revealing enough to set it far apart from the competition • • • 336

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This impressively engineered CD player is punchy and dynamic, with excellent timing • • • • 338

• Theta Compli Blu 2.998 A very accomplished universal player with support for Blu-ray and HDMI • • • • • 337

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslinkoutput for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD^RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can 
cope with CD-Rs. CD ^TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. HEADPHONE 
SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

After 5 years in production, the Dino is still 

one of the most popular phono stages around.

Highly versatile with accessible switches on the 

baseplate to facilitate a wide range cartridges.

‘Never Connected’ power supply technology virtually removes all

incoming

Visit our

mains noise allowing only the music to be heard.

website to learn more about this exciting product and

the high performance Diablo phono stage.

TRichoRd ResearcIh
Tel: + 44 (0)1684 311600 
sales@trichordresea rch.com

Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928 
www.trichordresearch.com
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Price Comments

Turntables
The best record players money can buy

Badge Product

• Clearaudio Concept 1,1OO One of the easiest ways of getting into analogue, with excellent results forthe price 33/45 i
i • : • : • : 338

• Continuum Calibum 125,00 Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm and Castellon stand /587169 33/45/78 i•••••• 320

Dr Feickert Woodpecker •2,995 Offers superb bass, excellent build quality and range of arm choices 33/45 I : • • 335

• ‘ The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,39O Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 : I • : • : • 324

• The Funk Firm Saffire 1,45O Individual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics 33/45 •i • :opt[op 309

! HanssAcousticHO 3,6OO The only multi-armbase deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 : : • opt[op 331

• r.™~77....... :................Lumley Heliosphere ; M95 ..... ;
A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl /560765 • 33/45 jopt[op 319

• Michell Tecnodec 6O8 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money 33/45 opt' 309

• Michell Gyro SE 1,140
f............ - “ ■—" "*’1— ”

A marriage of shot-putter-strength, build quality and robust audio 33/45 • • 338

• Project RPr.:l Genie 3 19O The Genie is that rare thing of a product with good looks, fine build and excellent S9und 33/45 • •• : • 332

!
■........ .........................................

Project 6-erspex [ l,28O Plenty of detail and good rhythmic qualities (arm included) 33/45/78: • : • : 338

•
...............
Project X^Pack 1,OOO Combines very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) a killer package with top sound and value

, 1
33/45 : • : • : • 309

• Rega P3-24 39O
• - -•

Very competent, uncoloured and musical, improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 ¡optVtj” 298

• Roksan Radius 5.2 1,399 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good is?lation . 33/45 : • • id 338

• SRMArezzo 699
........T..........................

The Arezzo is an excellent source component for those wanting a superb turntable for vinyl replay : /625025 : 33/45 : ... : 325
. __ ' _  ' . . .

• Townshend Rock 7 1,72O Has the ability to pull detail out of a vinyl groove, making it the most resolute turntable at its price 33/45 JI • • : 324

• T^^hrnd ^rtV/lifiUburll 7,OOO If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine for the job 33/45 I . ;i : . : : 307

Turntables / Phono cartridges / Phono stages

Phono cartridges 
MM and MC recommendations

Phono stages * 
Make your turntable sing . _

Badge Product Price Comments
• Dynavector Kara! 17D3 699 One of the most thrilling-sounding cartridges on the market i ■ • : : 334

• Goldring Legacy 595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail...... ....... .............
••...„......•...J.....LÜ. : 328

• Grado Prestige Gold 1 15O Unusually assurred 'presence' region is the basis of a beautifully musical and involving presentation : • : : ; 338

• Ortofon Rondo Red
Î.................. 1
i385 Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price

— — _______ __ _ _
! : • I : 307

• Ortofon Cad e nza Red 75O There's much to admire in this cartridge's fine detail and unfussy presentation : : • •
! 330

Otafon VNO Red 2OO Never less than musically convincing, this all-in-one cartridge is remarkably capable : : • : ; 338

• van den Hulr,COneSpecia\ 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole ney; light . ;• : : 235

...•... T .....      —
van den Hui Condor XCM 2,4?? A stunni ngcart ridge with ster:? ima ging^ dyna rni:s a nd resol utiontod iefor i • ''.................... •..... ..... -1-...

: 265

Badge Product Price Comments
•

•

•

Cambridge Audio lifiP 

Lehmann Audio Black Cube

Linn Uphorik

Pro-Ject Tube Box SE II

Soundsmith Strain Gauge

1OO

335

1,85O

435

6,10O

An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades 

This phono amp is a very distinguished performer with an MM source

Exceptional sound quality, the Uphorik could easily win over the next generation of LP enthusiasts 

The big picture is the most evidentthing here, but the finer details are there, too

Revolutionary kit assembly that rewrites the rules about vinyl playback

%
/618387

305

335

334

335

324

EE333J3 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks 
require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a 
separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price 
shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

HFC TOP PICKS

Dynavector Karat 1703 £699

The 17D3 gets veryclose to the results achieved 
with MCs at twice the price and few can touch it in 
terms of sheer musicalityand resolution of detail

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex£1,280

Our Product of the Year 2010. A winning 
combination of open and even-handed sound, 
handsome design and excellent build quality

Dr Feickert An. Woodpecker £2,995 

Avery flexible and well-thought-out deck that 
offers brilliant build qualityand excellent bass. 
Abletoworkwitha wide varietyofarms,too
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The world's greatest gadget magazine, 
now on the world's greatest gadget:..

T3 iPad edition available to download on iTunes November 2010
*AS VOTED IN THE T3 GADGET AWARDS 2010
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Radio tunersSurf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners J>.

KFMtuners
Price CommentsBadge Product

• Creek Audio Evolution 350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy : FM.AM i 80 : e e : 
. .. ..r..

] e 308

• NADC426 220 I f you aren't already wedded to DAB, then this is a very attractive purchase ^AM .. l 80 ] < j Ì • : 339

• T+AT1210R 1,200 High-end looks a re matched bythesound, which is detailed and sophisticated : FM iiooi.i 283

Radio tuners / Headphones

DAB/FM tuners

• Arcam FMJT32
___ ........

600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is a bonus : /559242 i DAB,FM ! 100 ! • e • • ! 319

• OnkyoH555DAB 400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard DAB i 40 ■ • • • • 298

DAB/FM portables

• Monitor Audio Airstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive /636713 : DAB,FM,Web 4 e : I,.-u 4-... r. : e : 337 ....:.....____
• Pure Move 80 A feature-packed, beautifully built DAB/FM radio that is a pleasure to use /608367 : DAB.FM 20 • : : 323

• PureSensia^...... ................ -.... .................  ..... . ..... .. . 250 One of the smartest table radios around,offering wireless com putensoumed music : DAB,FM,Web 4o • : • : : 331

•
”1 ~ . — - ■ “ ™ ■ ■ .WWW.W......... ........ . .... ““ ... .. . . . *
Tivoli Networks+ 495 FM reception is excellent and a cut above everything else this radio has to offer : DAB,FM,Web ------ +......... .................... ..........5 • • i 337

Vita Audio Rl Mkll 160 Limited to DAB/FM and line inputs, but the sound quality is very good :DAB,FM,Web 10 • • • : 337

• Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed /611865 : DAB.FM 30 • : i* ... _ , AU

_ . .   ' . ! ,
i • 323

.... .....  ..... ...  ..

EZ3333 WAVEBAND Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L- longwave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored 
in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). 
REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

HeadphonesAudiophile solutions for home and travel use
Price CommentsBadge Product

• Audio Technica ATH-AD500 100 Bulky, but comfortable, tmi<. ; rw'v;,- m muu of virtues 260 333

• Audio Technica ATH-WlOOX 649 Fine advert for the virtues ofclosed-back headphones, with great bass and background noise reduction • 350 334

• Beyerdynamic DT77O 179 One of the most tonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail : • : • 270 • | 333

Beyerdynamic T1 880 A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailed, weighty sound : • : : : 331
• Bowers and Wilkins P5 250 A superb headphone with B&W’s sound and build quality sealingthe deal 195 ; • 333

• GradoSRMi 100 A strong contender with out-of-class sound in most areas: a brilliant budget all-rounder /603478 i •: ; • ; ! 210 • : 322
• GradoSR80i 120 A beautifully neutral and open-sounding headphone that's lively and energetic too ! i • • : 322

Grado GSlOOi 1,100 A superb transducer, capable of astonishingly high perfomnance standards /624782 • j 325

Grado PS100 1,795 Offer excellent detail and effortless dynamics, but they can be heavy to wear after a while ! : • • : : 500: • Ì 329

• Sennheiser HD380 140 This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors : : • ! Ì • : • Î 327

• Sennheiser HD650 330 Clear and detailed, with very natural tonality through bass and midrange with just a little coloration • : 275 312

Sennheiser HD80 1,000-•... ........These headphones will convert loudspeaker listeners to the delights of personal stereo performance /619269 : • • : • 350 324

ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear ratherthan around it CIRCUMAURAL 
Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out CLOSED BACK («) Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. J.SMM JACK ADAPTOR 
Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

HFC TOP PICKS]

Bowers & Wilkins PS £250
The PS is a no-brainer for iPhone users but this
well built and attractive design should be able to 
win friends from outside the Apple camp as well

PURE Sensia £250
PURE's ground-breakingtouch-screen DAB 
radio has changed the way we interact with radio 
forever and sets the standard for innovation

Beyerdynamic T1 £880
Our 2010 award winner is beautifully built and 
attractively designed, with a strong and engaging 
performance and remarkable detail
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44 HIGH STREET 
ETON
BERKSHIRE SL46BL
01753 631000
^^w.studioav.co.uk 
sales@studioav.co.ukHere at studioAV we have an appreciation for recorded music in all its various forms, and are pleased to represent some of the most respected names in the field of digital replay. Our first love though is vinyl...

<s>Our analogue department, headed by 'turntable magician' Derek Jenkins, has over 35 years' experience in the setup and tuning of a wide range of turntables, tonearms and cartridges, from the sublime to the simply spectacular, and is widely regarded as one of the foremost LP12 specialists anywhere in the world.We offer services and upgrades to suit all budgets with a friendly, helpful and enthusiastic service that will rekindle your love for vinyl, as it has so many times over the years.

News with a view

TechRadar.com covers the stories you want to talk aboutSo come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology, you'll find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say. tech
b___________ J Deep into technology

w.studioav.co.uk
mailto:sales@studioav.co.uk
TechRadar.com
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Our pick of the best one-box amps out there

Up to £1,000

BEST BUY = • Amplifiers / Pre/power amplifiersPrice CommentsBadge Product

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 In a room of appropriate dimensions, this ampllfer has real musical presence 5 • 50 329

• Cambridge Audio 840A v2 800 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenny, this amp offers detailand delicacy (silver finish) Si • • 120 327

• Denon DCD^1510AE 900 Offers a taste of high-end excellence at an affordable price 5 • • 70 335

• Marantz Pearl Lile PM-Kl 899 Great all-rounder and attractively priced, the PM-Kl transcends its £899 price 5 MM • 70 338

• Moon 1.5 999 A Ilkeable amp in many ways, with admirable bass, treble and imaging 5 • • 60 321

e NAO C3226BEE 320 Unusually confident into awkward loads and very assured especially in bass. Treble a touch recessed : /603281 7 • • 50 322

• Puresound AlO 685 A superbly involving valve amp at a verycompetiiive price and with genuinely e;xcellent results 2 10 331

Above £1,000

• ArcamA38 1,480 A winning combination of sonic virtues Including highly developed detail and musicality 7 opt • • 100 332

• Astin Trew AT200PW5 1,740 If you prefertimbral and timing quailties of music to I ts bone-crunchingpotential, this I s a contender 4 • • 65 332

• Audio Analogue Puccini SeSetnta 1,450 Detailed and Iively, particularly in the upper octaves, but lacks a little bass extension 5 MC • • 160 320

• Creek 5350 Evolution 1,075 One of the most attractive amps In Its price range, with a sound that’s immediately satisfying 5 MM MC • 120 334

e Denon PMA^2010AE 1,700 High-class, well-equipped Integrated,with a performance that is muscular, reffnd and detailed 6 MM/MC • • 80 328

• Electrocompaniet Pl-2 1,600 A superb all-rounderr with insight on one hand and effortless musical flow on the other 6 • 100 327

• Electrocompaniet EC15 ?:750 Big, characterful and beautifullY built amp, with equally big and unforced sound 6 120 340

• Gryphon Atilla 6,995 Exceptional subtlety and definition, has enough power to cope with just about anything musical 5 100 328

• Leema Pulse Ill 1,495 Offers a clean, smooth sound and has an unusually wide array of inputs 6 MM/MC • 150 339

• Leema Tucana ll 3^425 Highly Ieatured, well-built and not short of power, this is a highly resolute and organic amp /612396 7 • 148 323

• Luxman L550A4l 3,000 An accomplished all-rounderthat’sable to handle virtually any system 4 MC • • 20 335

• Micromega IA^100 1,125 Fast and fluid performer that brings a touch of panache to Its role 5 MM • • 100 332

• Mimetism 15.2 5,415 A powerful amplifier with great dynamics and high resolution that's rare even at this price 6 • 180 330

• M5B Platinum M200 13,656 This amplifier’s devastatingly good all-round sound quallty sets a benchmarkthat few will approach /603452 • 322

• Musical Fidelity M3I 1,000 Extremely engaging performer, this power amp boasts excellent sonics and solid build 6 • 70 337

• Myryad MX12080 1,200 Sound Is more assured atthetopofthe frequency range, though bass Is melodious and detailed 8 • 80 327

• NAO 375BEE T000 A good, solid amplifier that Is fundamentally musical and gives a great bang for your buck •/62S323 7 • • 150 325

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This muscular-sounding amplifier is Ioad tolerant and more powerful In practice 6 • 85 338

• Unison Research Unico Nuovo 1,650 A truly successful marriage between tubes and solid-state amplification 7 100 339

Pre/power amplifiers
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

Up to £2,000
Badge Product Price Comments

• CambndgeAudioAzur840E/t^M 2,000 Enterprisingtechnology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed and controlle? 8 :opt: • )00: 309

•• NAO C165BEE/C275BEE 1,550 An alternative to the usual inltegrated route and one that offers flexibility and fne sound 6 mw 130' 336
-

Above £2,000

Audio Research 05450 7,000 Power amp features a very neutral transparent sound with I ots of power and low-running temperature

• Bryston BP16/ 28 5ST2 5,700 Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality /608649

450 337

Bryston BP26 3,670 Crackkng preamp brings detailed results

• Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 7,135 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled, and sounds like a dream

• Classe CP^7(W/CA^M400 9,200 Pre plus mono power combo with superib build, huge power and enormous flexibility

• Cyrus Pre XP 0/8 power 2,225 Detailed and subite, with litttecharacteradded to sound

Digital Do Main Ba-1 6,495 By recreating theV-FET, DOM ha s b u ill o n f ■ o i i. h c Th o st t h nil. n g a Th p Pie Th o r upmarket

6 opt •

8 opt •

100 323

308

: « 1120

opt i 40060
269

293

336

300 327

2

: 5

: 6

: 5

4

Mark Levinson No. 3265 8,000 Excellent USB implementation, natural sound and solid build. Excellent performance levels 338

Musical Fidelity M6PRE/PRX 4,998 Forthose wanting a powerful high-end pre/power combo at a realistic price, this is a fantastic package 9 • ® 260 340

• Roksan Caspian Ml

• Rotel RC158/RB1582

• Trilogy9O9/99O

2,800 A powerful and enjoyable-sounding amplifier com bo that brings out the strengths of its CD player

2,100 It looks high-end and It really soundsthe part, too

10,390 Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish

5
5 MM Mt

85200 307

336

/625226 • 6 100 325
LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets 

and on-board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTI CONTRO A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET To driveyourcanswith. POWER OUTPUT Manufacturers rated output In watts perchannel.
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Cables _Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations
%

% X
A.w %

Cables

Analogue interconnects
Badge Product Price Comments• AudioquestSidewind!r 45 Adetailed cable. with fine tonality and excellent rhythrn • : • : : 297
• Black Rhodium Prelude 90 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit • i • : 293

• Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superbbasswith neutral and detailed midrange, treblesweet with occasional slight constriction : • : 298

• Black Rhodium Polar Illusion 250 A good all-rounder. with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble • • : : 321• Cambridgetou;Reference 50 Perfonnance wouldn't shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble • : ; 296

• Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 ........................... . . . ..................... ... „Costly, and high-class cable needs running in. but this is a finely detailed design overall :/608313 • : : 323• Clear;rAudioSilv;;4ine 283 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptionai bass • : 279

• CrystalCable Piccolo ?48 Thin, tougher than it looks, has some qualities of a solid-core type - resolution, focus and articulation : Í • i 294• KimberTimbre 145
........... 7

A very neutral cable that will complement even very upmarket systems : • : 312• . MonsterM35Oi 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space.
. . .. ...^^.. ...

• ' : 281• . MonsterMl^i 230 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere ! • ■ : 284• ........................................Nordost Wyrewizard Dream 110 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass : •
— » ,h _ .. . .. ..

• : 303

e Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, butsuits many smaller speakers with good mid and treble • : 281• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice : • 1 • i 332• Supra EFF-IX 77 Lively sounding which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality. musically, a great all-rounder ; : • ; : 306

• Townshend Isolda DCTlW 99 Particularly enjoyable cohesion and naturalness that makes for great listener involvement • • : 312• van den Hui The Wave 125 Neutral, with a hint of upper-bass richness: images seem to reside slightly further away than most : • : : 312• Atlas Mavros 285 By any reckoning this is a very revealing wire ; • • ■ E : 336• Ki^N-í» 59 A superb performerthat lacks very little. even when compared to Kimber's high-end models • j . E : 317• van den Hui The Wave 65 The results this cable achieves are excellent and it scores highly for value i • • ' E : 336• Atlas Hyper 1.5 12:5 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price
- - — - - . -------------------- .------- ... ...—...--------- . .  - - ■ .....—....... - — — . .. _ ---•••--•-•••••••••••••••••••--•--.--•------•-------------- -^ . . ....... — ......

• : • i i 299

•
• ...... .

Atlas Ascent 2.0 60 L„...... J A highly analytical cable and very fine detail across the board • • : ; 294

• Black Rhodium Jive . 14„. Bi-wire cable which is full of sonic virtues. It's highly practical.too • : i 339• CrystalCable Piccolo 1,395 A chip off the old block, has a similarty fast, fluid and subtle sound (price-3 met'.:p3.ir) 
i------------------------------------------T~-~ 1- - -Tr.»-H.I1 l-r - ■■■■»■■■X..,---------- ■ ■■■■iinimrunrrri ir------ ■■■■■I------ - - - _....--■.■---.---■■ L • 2----------- --------

: • : ; 302

•_ W T.— - - -* ...■< Killber^ 155 1 n the right system, this cable is agoo? ch?ice (J:>'.ice reflects 2.5 metre terminated p3.ir) • : • ; : 329• Monster MCX-ls 5..... Notable for its bass. perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers • : • : 280
• Nordost Heimdall 185 Alternative to Valhalla, silver-plated, micro-monofilament construction, suitable for exacting systems • : • : : 278• QED X-TubeXT30OT 12.5 A natural and controlled-sounding cable that's cost-effective for mid-priced systems : • • ; : 310• QED Revelation 15 Sensibly priced, this cable offers a performance which is a step-up from budget types • i • i i 318

• Townshend Isolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance-matched' cable with stabilising components added : • • : 241• van den HuiThe Teatrack 35 A bi-wire cable with a sound that's impeccably timed, neutral and full otdetail : • • : : 339• ___w^rw^s,i“52 25 Rather bulky and awkward. but performance amply justifies it with superb bass solidity • ! • ■ 310• Wireworld Oasis 6 40
i

Exce11:nt bass with tunefulness and extension all first-rate. Awkward to han?'e^ th?.ugh ' /617560 • Ì
1 .I _ . ■ IJ xxQi ■ ------- d........J..... : 324

M ¡J «-j S^^NDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 
COPPER Material used to fonn the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL EABLE TYPE E - electrical. 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.HFC TOP PICKS

van den Hut The Teatrack £33 per metre 
Curious name aside, this bi-wire cable has assured 
bass and a postive sense of rhythm whilst extracting 
an impressive amount of detail

Kimber 4VS £133 (2.5 metre pair)
A wonderfully natural performer that makes itself 
unobtrusive and lets music take centre stage. The 
fit and finish is extremely high as well

QED Signature Audio S £190 (1 metre) 
The Signature Audio S has the rare ability to impart 
no sonic signature of its own to the equipment it 
connnects to, getting you even closer to the musicJANUARY 2011 nn^TYP 117
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Stereo speakers
X A %.

<< . X'O
s % \

The most influential link in iiasi*E2a the chain
Comments

% V %

% s

Badge Product Price

• Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 363 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 • A 24 • : 294

• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 I imited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid to treble voicing ; 18.5.32.25 A 33 •.: 325

• Amphion Ion L 900 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment 16.2,326,26.5 A 40 • : 310

• ATCSCM11 867 Avery fine little speaker t-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little Í 21,38,25 A- 55 • : 293

• AudioPro Avanti A.10 350 A tough and effective little speaker - overall balance is quite smooth and even 19,29,26 A+ 38 • : 319

• Bowers and Wilkins CMl 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 i 279

• Bowers and Wilkins 684 699 A fine all-rounder at a realistic price, has a smooth, even and nicely open baiance /483503 2Í.919I: .1 2 2 " .T 315

• Castle Knight 2 400 A true resurgence for the Castle brand, the Knight 2 has a beguiling sound quality 20,38,33.5 A+ 42 e : 338

• DAU Ikon 6 999 Needs care with setup, impressively transparent and obsessively detailed sound : 19,100,33 • - A 37 e : 271

• Dynaudio DM 2/10 880 Has fine dynamics, grip, bass and headroom and is well mannered 27.5,45,35 A 22 e : 299

• Focal Chorus 706V 389 Advanced drivers deliver an even, healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 27 • ‘ 319

• Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99,37.5 • A 25 • : 325

• JBL Studio 700 Good value floorstanderwith neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch ; 22,99,37 A 25 • • 275

• KEFiQ50 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble /483527 !^^^5^81—5^26 e A 23 e : 315

• Monitor Audio BR2 230 Good-looking standmount has a muscular sound with superior coherence 18.5,35,25 A- 30 : • 294

• Monitor Audio BR5 450 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold-sounding and good value : 17,85,25 • : Ar 36 • : 293

• Monitor Audio Silver 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90, 18,27 e : A 33 e : e 276

• Monitor Audio GStO 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GSlO is is easy to drive 20,36,27 A- 40 e ; 284

• PMCDBli 985 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator 15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 e ; e 334

• ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmount with electrostatic like imagery. Its brother is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 • ; 267

• QAcoustics 1010 110 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling, fine midband voicing 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 : • 286

• QAcoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator /516273 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 e : e 318

• Rega RSI 390 Clever closerfu^wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication skills 15,32,23.6 A 23 : • 319

• Russ Andrews SP-1 352 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, and great fun 192,31.5,24.8 A+ 65 • 309

• Spendor S3/5R 750 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, smooth neutrality and g bass extension 16.5,30.5,190 25 • : • 310

• Tannoy Revolution DC4T 599 Ultra-compact, lacks bass weight and dynamic tension, but sounds open and coherent 488857' 15,85,16 • : 40 > : 316

• Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 Pretty compact standmount, delivering a lively bass and smooth, coherent midband • 23,36.5,23 • A 40 : • 307

• Teufel T500 568 Good value, solid build and an extended warranty 19.5x105x32.5 • A- • : 340

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.5 480 Despite the price, the 10.5 ticks many of the boxes, with superiorvoice band coherence /636778 ; 22,88:3? • i A* 50 • '. 326

Stereo speakers

Above £1,000

Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance 33,56,34 A 50 • 329

• AE Energy Radiance 2 1,000 This speaker boasts fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range 18.5302,2.5 e A 30 e 334

• AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 This speakers effective enclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound /587236 23,92,297 e A 27 e 320

e AE AElMklll 2,000 This speaker has a lovely midband smoothness and superior image focus 18.5,31,25 A : 24 • 337

• Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality 19,92.5,30.5 e A 44 e 322

Aspara HL6 4, 300 Acoustic material sounds greatand there are many strengths in design and performance 18.5,93,34.5 e A • 332
• ATCSCM16A 2,376 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Includes built-in amps and is good value 27,45,33 ACT’ 42 e 300

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 • A 45 • 329

Audiovector Sl Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade,offers good musical communication and stereo imaging 19,103,31 • A : 50 e 328

AurousalVS 1,650 Fine coherence and imaging of a single driver system, extra help atthe frequency extremes /479149 21.5,lOZS,26.88 • 20 • 314

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 e 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CM9 1,760 Tall,elegant,expressivemidband and expansive, butwell^controlled bass /597244 20,102.5,32 e A 60 e 321

Bowers andWilkins802 11,500 n;;shigh-end speake;;;asana;  ̂spacious midband, withcleanbass ;ep;oduclion 36.8:133:56:3 • AT 27 . 337

• Cabasse Bora 2,200 A real enthusiast's choice with high sensitivity, strong bass and powerful dynamics /618354 33,27,50 A : 52 . 324

• Focal£horus816V 13099 Fne,warm balance,superiordynamicsandasweettopend: ?ut c?ul?besmoother 28,100,37.5 • A+ 20 • 288

• Focal Chorus 826 V 1,349 nmes nicely,goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up 28,104,37.5 e A : 45 e 287

• FocalChoruS816WSE 1,499 The W cone makes some qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive »^^7.5 • A+. 39 • 308

• °«lCh°.'.1s 826W LE w? Focal has tu*? chafed the 826 tesutrng m lots of ene^r, excitement and fi".e d=ta« 28.2,103.8,37. e A • 330

• ^cal ElertralOZ! Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 e A- i 25 e 276

Free FS1 3,500 An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 e ACT' 35 e 301

• Gamut Phi5 3,040 Lovely discreet ftoorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • 20 • 305

Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tight timing and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer 308,406,34.9 e k 80 • ; 332
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Stereo speakers (continued)Shapes and sizes for every budget
Badge Product Price Comments

48
%

48% 48 Xs48 *
%. 

% 
%. °

48

48 30
 z

%
48

% %

• Guru Q M10 1,595 Avery clever close-to-wall standmountwithfine imaging, that sounds a lot biggerthan it looks /465869 30,253,3,232 A 26 • 317
• Jamo R 907 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' ofJamo's dipole flagships, powerful bass and open midrange /498515 44^1189,7 e A 30 e 317
• JBL Everest 006^90 44,000 Awesome performance in the true meaning of the word & exceptional musical communication 11X96.5,47 • A 50 • 331
• Kudos X2 1,350 Attractive presentation alongside a lively sound makes for an involvingexperience “A^ • .2.! • 337
• Kudos Cardea (2 1,950 This floorstander is a fine all-round performer with fine voicing and neutrality

- • •
20,9253,37 • 23 • 322

• MagicoV2 18,000 High pricing derives this speakers superb painstaking engineering&impressive perforrnance • •!624700 25.5,11538 • A 32 • 325
• Magneplan Magneplanar 1.6 2,500 Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality 48,1655 •_ A 43 • 329
• Mission 796 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says onthebox Ì594834

.............38.^.83,31.8 • A 25 • 321
• Monopulse 42A 1,995 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26,11025 e A 25 e 302
• Monitor Audio PL200 4,750 A costly, but beautifully presented loudspeaker with outstanding voicing and character 23,35,100,28.5 • A- • 330
• MordauntShort Perf 6 LE 4,799 Str-iking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 • A 22 • 308
• •. ...Neat Momentum 3i

..........
1,790 Sounds bigger than it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 2484827 A- 23 e 302

• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer /429144 233,375,34 32 • 311
• Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superiorvoicing, if a shade lacking in warmth 24,10253,31:5 tl A 20 • 314
• PioneerS-2EX-W 5,200

•
This speaker offers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity /587272 29.1,%.5,425 e A 37 e 320

• PMCGBli 1,525 Fine voice reproduction, overall agility and well-judged balance 15.5,8723.4 e A 40 e 337
• PMCFBli 2,100 A ftoorstanderthat boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end /429594 201003,30 e A 20 e 329
• PMCfact.8 4,600 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound with a notably wide dynamic range 13,33,3105,38 e A 55 e 327
• PMCIB2i 8,900 Delivers a top-class sound quality, fine imaging and exceptional dynamic grip /617595

...............3'3,74,46.5 e A 25 e 324
• PSBSynchrony One 3,500 Slim and discreet floorstanderthatdelivers superb sound quality and flexible bass /516267 22,109,33.5 • A 45 • 318
• n . r,.RevelF32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 e A 20 • 256
• Revolver Screen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and very successful in delivering genuine high-quality hi-fi sound 50,140,15 A 35 e 329
• Roksan Caspian FR-5

.........2,475 Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression 20,1003,35 e A 22 e 290
• Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings /603221 18.5,35,33.S A- 55 e 322
• Sonus faber MinimaVintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels /455417 20513^5.5 A- 55 e 312
• Sonus faber Cremona Audit. 3,350 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' 203537 A 50 e 305
• SpendorSAl 1,295 Very high-quality sub-miniature with notably superior sound 163,3384819 A 30 e 334
• SpendorSP3/1R2 1,600 Conservative styling, superb neutrality and coherence with unusually low coloration 22,4038 A 37 e 317
• Tann-y Defin ilionOClDT 5,000 Classyspeakerhas massivebase, high sensitivityand preciseimagefocus /608326

...................
34,1125,32 e A+ 35 • 323

• !.°.temS!t_ 1,695 This sp:aker delivers good scale with a fine midband 16x85x243,3 • A •
..

340
• Triangle Genese Lyrr 3,300 A well-balanced speaker with generous sensitivity, fine imaging and g?od express ivn:ss 23,38.3,3113,3'3 • A 30 • 338
• Teufel Ultima 2,4?8 Exceptional value for moneydue to direct sales and easysystem^atching 22,983,37 • A 42 • 335
• Vivid Audio Kl 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is one ofthe finest on the planet /625361 28,13045 A 35 • 325
• Wilson Benesch Curve 5,383 Much (but not all) of the ACTS performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23W7 • A 28 • 254
• Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 248100.5/1 • A 23 e 314

Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 e 296
• Zu Essence 3,750 Realism and communication skills are more than compensation for balance shortcomings 3848125,383,3 • A 25 • 327

Stereo speakers

SIZEW,H,D (CM) Width, height and depth ofone cabinet in centimetres. 'LOORSTANOER Speaker's that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the 
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50watts plus A-100 watts plus ACT Active-the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BASS FROM How low the speaker goes-the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speaker's work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TOWALL The speaker's will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

Castle Knight 2 £400
The Knight 2 continues in the great Castle tradition 
of excellent finish and solid build and climbs to the 
top of the pile with excellent sonic performance

Focal Chorus 826W LE £1,879
Focal has taken the 826 and turbocharged it, keeping 
the virtues of the stock model but with increased 
energy, excitement and detail

PMC Fact 8 £4,600
A fantastic combination of elegant design, well
thought out room-tuning features and superb sonic 
performance. A 2010 Product of the Year nominee
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Equipment supports
Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes

BEST BUY = •

Price CommentsBadge Product
Atacama Equinox 409 Stable, modular design with style and excellent bass transients 81 50,50 • 4 Glass 217

• Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46,35 ; 3 MDF 302

• Blok Stax 300 180 A simple and effective design thatgivessomeuseful isolation across most of the audio band
. . _ _ ********** **************  ** ■ ■■ ■ ■■■ ■■ ■■ ■ ■ f . . i **,*.***■ * * * ***•••* *****  ************  ************************** ***** •**••*••••***. .**..*. . * . *** ********

40,46 ■
, --

3 MDF 334

• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 1 solation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit 40x25
I .

Metal 311

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 60,42 : 4 Glass 293

Custom Design Milan 509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39 4 Glass 302

• Hi-Fi Racks Podium 500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 59.5 i Wood 320

• Isonoe Isolation feet 98 A set of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kit like turntables
.... ............... .,_ J Alloy 327

Partington Minim 470 Adds its own character to rock, but to the detriment of acoustic sounds 78
I 

45,37 • 5 Glass 302

• Quadraspire QX25 Support
. • •■ — - ......

25
.•*•*•*•••••***•••*•••**•**••**••*••  ••• ******************************************* ************* **********•••******•*•*•*•************■■■■■■•*.***■******  * ■ ■■***********•**•**•***•*••*••••*••*****•**********••*••••*•*•*••***••***•**••*******

Beautifully simple design, cheap and easy to use. Excellent with CD players Acrylic 327

• Quadraspire Sunoko-VentT 800 The sound is detailed and largely uncoloured, white the design is rigid and beautifully veneered 59,47 4 MDF 334

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very lightTorlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Tortyte 240
• Townshend VSSS 1,380 This attractive Seismic Sink retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality 76 ........35,50 **, ......... **_J 4 Glass 273

! ... _'--------I   .. .. ...

Speaker stands
Not all stands are made equal - try one or our top buys

•

•

•

•

Price CommentsBadge Product
Anvil Sound Display Stand 229 A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise 50 : 20,17 • 1 293

» Custom Design RS300 110 An attractive stand whose lack of coloration suits it to high-resolution systems 56 :16,5,18 • 1 281

1» Custom Design SQ404 220 Robust four-pillar design gives very tow cotoration and maximises performance 61 18,16.3 • 4 283

i Partington Ansa 60 119 Elegant flat-packer ‘disappears'sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 : 18,15 • 4 232

i Partington Dreadnought BS 299 Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can offer 62 : 17,23 • 5 309

Partington Heavi II 499 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very precise bass and upper frequencies 53 ; 31,22 • 6 287

M J HEIGHT (CM Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM Width by depth of the supporting platform(s).
Singlefigures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed 
to bolt-together construction. NUMBER Of SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OFLEGS That support the stand. SHELF TYPE Material 
that shelves are made of.

Partington Dreadnought BS £300
Probably the best speaker stand for the money 
- heavily engineered and backed up with sound 
theory, the Dreadnought is real class

Quadraspire SunokoVent T £800
A clever solution to the twin problems of equipment 
cooling and resonance, thanks to a unique shelf 
design, makes this a worthy 2010 award winner

Townshend VSSS £1,380
Although not cheap, Max Townshend's skillfully 
engineered rack nears the ideal in terms of isolation 
and spending more doesn't really bring big gains

Hi-Fi Choice presents...

TheCollection 
2010

K celebration of the world's finest hi-fi... don't miss it!

Last chance to buy!

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Coming up in the next issue of the
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that's set to shake up everyone's 2011!I f you can't always find a copy of this magazine. help is at hand I Complete this form and hand in at your local store. they'll arrange for a copy of each 
^Choice

issue to be reserved for you Some stores may even be able to arrange for it to be delivered to your home. Just askl
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PLUS Our regular six-way Blind-listening group test, round-ups of 
accessories and music, the most trustworthy hi-fi reviews on

the planet, not to mention the latest news, views and features from UK’s most 
reliable guide to high-performance audio.
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On the right 
track

Audio
Home Cinema 

Multi-Room 
Installation

Basically Sound offers a relaxing, 
out of town location for you to visit and 

experience the best performing 
audio systems available.

From turntables to the latest 
in network audio solutions, we ensure

that you hear music as it should be heard 
- and the parking and coffee are free.

Calveley Court, Reymerston, Norfolk. NR9 4QD

Brands 
offered include:

A ream 
Bryston 

Dynavector 
HiFi Racks 

l soblue 
Linn 

Nairn 
PMC 
Rega 

Squeezebox 
The Chord Co. 

Wilson Benesch 
Wireworld 

amongst others...

OI362 82O8OO
enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk 

www.basicaltysound.co.uk

BASICALLY
SOUND

O'B ri en Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 O^TW 
020 8946 1528 or shop@obrienhifi.com 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

w^w.obrienhifi.com

SuCMN

^- ■ ...„W'IRO Avid

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

Audio lab
Chord 
Cyrus 
Dali 
Marantz
Michell
Monitor Audio
Mordaunt Short 
Pathos 
Pioneer 
ProAc 
Project 
Q-Acoustics 
Quad 
Sonos

► 
► 
► 
► 
►

York HiFi Specialist for over 40 Years 
New Store with Free Customer Parking 
Qualified Staff - Independent Advice o %

UpTo 36 Months
Quality HiFi Seperates from £100 to £10,000 oO/o Finance
Widest Choice in the Area - Most items from Stock Available*

► Open 10: 30am - 5: 30pm Monday to Saturday *Subject to status

► Visit our Website or Call for latest offers & promotions
Sugden
TEAC 
Wharfedale
& Many More... www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

mailto:enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.basicaltysound.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
w.obrienhifi.com
http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
mailto:VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com
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. Icouni,-Preference

V "'P’ -täfaronifa

(BOD

, limano

'peí leousties

■Yamamoto In.ioi i id Base

, ludio Analogue

Silver. Irrori-

Qraaf

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel:+44(0)1733 344768

^u rson. ludio
&íearin^ U Mieviny

•Ifiorens

Clludio
Í India

Diapason ■Moscodie

Emilie Pais Music First

Exposure Oracle.ludio
Synthesis Tanney

Tiiangie Unison ^search ‘Pathos

Çrado

www. may flower sounds, co.uk
Email ¡nfo@mayflowersourids.c<
Tel: 01302 711528 or 07931524266

Senso-Systems... hi-fi.home cinema and multi-room installations for the discerning. 
Showrooms at 16-17 Lemon Street Truro and in the South-East

Tel: 01872 273215 | www.senso-systems.co.uk 
Norfolk House 16-17 Lemon St. Truro TRI 2LS 

Senso-Systems now has two corners of the 
country covered with Senso south east 

opening near Worthing this month. 
Customer care, enthusiasm and courtesy 
continue to hallmark our presence in this 

special market place together with careful 
selection and auditioning of new equipment, 
so that our customers are served responsibly 
and knowledgeably across performance and 

price spectrums.

Select your new system at Senso-Systems 
from PRIMARE, ELECTROCOM PAN IET, 

BELLES, MARANTZ, QUAD, B&W, 
CABASSE, NAIM, PARASOUND, AUDIO 

PHYSIC, MONITOR AUDIO, NAD, 
PROJECT, AUDIO ANALOGUE and 

accessories from CHORD, WBT, QED, MIT, 
NORDOST, HI-FI RACKS, CREAKTIV 

SYSTEMS, ATACAMA and SSC ISOLATION

http://www.analogueseduction.net
co.uk
http://www.senso-systems.co.uk
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BROKEN' iPHONE?
We are iPhone Repairs & Spares LTD

Dedicated specialists for the Apple iPhone

FREE iPhone screen 

protector with every 

iPhone 3G or 3GS 

touch screen repair

All iPhone models repaired 
12 months warranty on all repairs 
Fast turnaround
Parts available for DIY repairs 
Drop in service available

Admirals Offices 
The Historic Dockyard 
Chatham, Kent, ME4 4TZ

Bring your iPhone 3G/3GS 
to us and we will repair within 
5 minutes on-the-spot

Visit our website for iPhone 
accessories including: 
Protective cases

24ct

Recycle your magazine and seven days later 
it could come back as your newspaper..el: 01634 405 662

Email: seNice@iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
www.iphonerepairsltd.co.uk The possibilities are endless.www.recyclenow.com

ate

arcam 

dynavector 

epos

epson

focal
«

grado , 
hd

isoblue

kudos -
Prey

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge ManIt does n't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best - listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. Also agent for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects. Valve equipment re-build service available.
-Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

lyra

naim audio

neat acoustics 

nottingham

ortofon

pmc (including fact)

stax

sumiko

trichord

well tempered

ipswich
w w w SI

signals
hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473)
goals

6 5 5 1 7 1
u k com

mailto:seNice@iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
http://www.iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
http://www.recyclenow.com
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
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Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-room AV

www.ceritech-audio.com
Tel: 0844 7365719 
Monmouthshire & 
Gloucestershire

sound Cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz micheli 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project rei roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

THE AU IC BARN FRON ROC

Vivid audio
Electrocompaniet
Audio physic
Ca BASSE
AYON
Coda
MUSIC TOOLS
Neotech

Astintrew
Lumley

Belles
Oracle
Aura
Stello
HI FI RACKS Rock Solid SoundSystems _____ J

The Old Barn , Rosier Business Park , Coneyh urst Road, B1 llirigshurst 
West Sussex RH14 9DE . tel. 01403 782221 or 07950 274224 

info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk - www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
- Please telephone for an appointment -

Is this your problem? Here's your
answer

IAN HARRISON HIFISALE! UP TO 25% OFF ANALOGUE EQUIPMENT
TEL: 01283 702875

loud too loud way to loud
It’s a common ^bl^. The usable rarmige on the 
volume wntrol 1i al ta al the bottom end and 
fine control at low Hst^ing levels il either difficult 
or impossible The nonoise floor ^y be audible, 
tD There le a simple end effective solution - the 
Rothwell liHtiM Attenuators They can be w 
uend wiltl pre/bewer or inflated amps to cure*“" 
the problems of excans gain and bring sonic 
benefts with even the most expensive equipm^j|

| RAhis accesso^
is heartily

P recommended”

] Gramophone

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, CARTRIDGES AND PHONO STAGES
INCLUDING: AMATEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, 
BENZ MICRO, CARTRIDGE MAN, 
CLEARAUDIO, DENON, GOLDRING, GRADO, 
GRAHAM SLEE, HADCOCK, HEED, ICON, 
KDETSU, LEHMANN AUDIO, MICHELL, 
MOTH, ORTOFON, PRO-JEKT, REGA, SME. 
SUMIKO, THORENS, TOM EVANS, 
TRANSFIGURATION, TRICHORD, WHEST 
AUDIO, ZYX,

HARBETH
EAR/YOSHINO
STAX HEADPHONES 
Q ACOUSTICS
AUDIO TECHNICA HEADPHONES 
GRADO HEADPHONES
SUGDEN
PURE SOUND
PATHOS ACOUSTICS
UNISON RESEARCH 
OPERA
VAN DEN HUL
BLACK RHODIUM
APOLLO
ROBSON ACOUSTICS

f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA 
f POA£39/pair - post free01204 366133 ^ww.rothwellaudio  products.co.uk

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. All GOODS ARE BRAND 
NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K GUARANTEES. NO EX-OEM OR EX-DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS. 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL SORRY NO GENERAL CATALOGUES.
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS. BROCHURES OR PRICES.

ESTABLISHED 1986.
MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ 

TEL:01 28j 702875 9am-9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.

News with a view
TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about
So come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology, you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say.

tech
k_____________J Deep into technology

http://www.ceritech-audio.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
mailto:info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
products.co.uk
TechRadar.com
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DIVINE AUDIOASTLEY AUDIO LTD

WM

WMSOUND CINERGY

3 Marketplace, Wallingford Oxfordshire 0X10 OEG

1 020 7226 5500 
www.grahams.co.uk

a 01753 631000
™ www.studioav.co.uk

01904 629659
www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

S 020 8177 4095 
vs www.audioboffs.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE AUDIOBrampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

a 020 8943 3530
® www.infidelity.co.uk

INFIDELITY9 High Street, Hampton Wck Surrey, KT1 4DA

01984 624242
www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

VICKERS HIFI24 Gillygate, York, Y031 7EO
SENSO SYSTEMSNorfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,Truro, Cornwall TR1 2LS
a 01872 273215
49 www.audio-cinema.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISIONCalveley Court, Southburgh Rd, ReymerstonNorfolk NR9 400
a 01362 820800
vs www.basicallysound.co.uk

The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL
a 01858 432999
vs www.divineaudio.co.uk

STUDIO AV44 High Street, Eton, Berkshire, SL4 BBL

GRAHAMS HI-FICanonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London N1

AUDIOBOFFS338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Herts WD 1TP

AUDIO IMAGES128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR321HB
a 01502 582853
4= www.audioimages-hifi.com

37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands WS9 8NL
a 01922 457 926
vs www.soundcinergy.co.uk

DOUG BRADY HI-FIKingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway NorthWarrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU
a 01925 828009
€: www.dougbradyhifi.com

a 01491 839305
49 www.audioimages-hifi.com

a 01225 874728
® www.loissoftware.eo.uk/rightnote/index.asp

a 0115 9786919
4s www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

I NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM

H 120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham,
I Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

_______________________________
THE RIGHT NOTE SW56 High Street, Saltford, BristolBS31 3EJ

^////

SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NE - North East, 
NW’North West, W-Wales.

HIFICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact
Richard Jewels +44 (0) 207 042 4265 

richard.jewels@futurenet.com

ACOUSTICA LTD17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire CH2 3NH
a 01244 344227
s www.acoustica.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL NW26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 1AL
a 0161 491 6090
49 www.audio-counsel.co.uk J

http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.studioav.co.uk
http://www.vickers-hifi.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.alternativeaudio.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.dougbradyhifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.loissoftware.eo.uk/rightnote/index.asp
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
mailto:richard.jewels@futurenet.com
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
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JIMMY HUGHES

40*000discs to RIP
In a new six-part series, super-collector  Jimmy Hughes looks at the 
technology available to archive his incredible LP and CD catalogue

F
rom the early 20th century to the 
present day, the preferred method 
of music playback in the home has 
invariably involved some sort of

disc - from shellac 78s, though to the 
microgroove LP, and the laser-read CD. 
Remarkably, the disc has been the dominant 
medium for over 100 years.

The robust fuss-free CD saw off the sensitive, 
fragile LP because it offered very good quality 
and a reliable, easy-to-handle user-interface. Even 
those who felt CD didn't sound quite as good as 
the best LPs played on an expensive turntable 
eventually capitulated - CD made us all lazy!

But recent BPI figures show sales of CDs in the 
UK have dropped by about 20% since 2001. The 
rise of illegal file sharing has been a factor here, 
but so too has the end of what might be called 
the 'digital replacement cycle', where people 
bought CDs to replace their old LPs and tapes.

Physical attraction
Speaking as someone who still buys quite a few 
CDs each month (25 or more, on average), I'm 
facing the prospect of dwindling releases. 
Downloads are an alternative, but - for all the 
many benefits - it doesn't feel the same as buying 
an album and actually having the recording in a 
physical form. It's like owning a copy.

On the other hand, living in a medium-sized 
flat with a collection of something like 15-20,000 
CDs (and as many LPs) I'm rapidly running out of 
room! CDs and LPs dominate my living area. So 
the thought of being able to download discs (or 
rip existing CDs) to a hard drive and save space 
is a siren call that's hard to ignore...

It makes perfect logical sense to take this 
route. But, practical or not, psychologically I 
find it difficult to accept music being stored on 
a computer hard drive; somehow, it just doesn't 
feel right. I think of recorded music as a 
physical thing; an entity in itself. And the album 
artwork is an important part of the experience.

Buying music in a physical form (whether on 
LP or CD) crystallizes it. Music, being sound, 
has no physical substance. Putting it out in 
album form, with artwork and words, makes it 
solid - gives it being. That's why, when someone 
mentions a famous album, you immediately 
'see' the sleeve.

Downloads aren't 'real', are they
By this reckoning, LPs and CDs are far more 
'real' than downloads. But, suppose music is 
downloaded in a high-resolution format that 
exceeds the quality offered by CD; isn't that 
more real? After all, ultimately it's the 

experience of hearing music that counts - not 
things like artwork or packaging. This is the big 
dilemma for music lovers!

Downloads represent a new paradigm for 
music lovers. Those of us used to buying music 
in a physical form need to change the way we 
view things. Many will not want to do so - 
partly because we're creatures of habit, but also 
perhaps because we sense that downloads 
might eventually end our love-affair with 
physical media.

The Convenience factor - coupled with higher 
technical quality - creates a powerful attraction. 
Once the cost of downloaded material 
eventually drops (why should one pay the same 
price for an album-download as one does for 
the CD or SACD?), then we'll witness the 
Perfect Storm that will sink CD.

Of course, those of us with existing large 
collections of music don't necessarily have to 
embrace the change. Speaking personally, I 
already own enough recordings to last several 
lifetimes -1 don't need any more. Still, the 
question remains - are the positive benefits of 
downloads and hard-drive music storage simply 
too powerful to resist?

Over the next few issues, I'll explore various 
options to try to answer this. I hope you can 
join me as I get to grips with the latest music 
servers, iPods and digital docks to see if hard 
disc storage can ever compare to the 'real' 
thing. With 40,000 albums to rip, an early 
verdict would be a blessing. •

If Jimmy Hughes ever opened his flat to the buying 
public, retirement could come quickly!

Psychologically, I 
find it difficult to 
accept music 
being stored on a 
computer hard 
drive; it doesn't 
feel right

JIMMY HUGllES .................
A hbfi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAT DO YOU THINk?
Place your bets! Will Jimmy endorse new-age 
hi-fi, or will physical media shine through?
Emai I us now: hi-fichoice@futurenet.com
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Music is our Passionwww.audioemotion.co.ukt 01333 425 999

Antelope Zodiac Gold

DACS FOR
A NEW DECADE

meed digital audio
converter engineered 
to deliver pristine audio 
with keenly articulated 
pitch and a spectacular 
soundstage. Antelope's unique clocking technology, 

superior conversion, premium components 
and custom designed circuitry makes the 
Integrity Line musically pleasing to the ear 
and aesthetically stunning to the eye... 
in any situation.

Antelope PRICES FROM £2395

Antelope
ZODIAC

Phones

64 BilAFC Technology

Power Soun:«

I ID Mustering D/A Converter

© Antelope Zodiac+ HO Mastering Converter

Zodiac+ wipes the virtual dust from your 
monitor speakers, widening the picture 
and adding more details, revealing extra 
dimension in the spectrum of music.

ntelooe

A CLEARER, 
MORE ENGAGING 
WAY TO LISTEN 
TO MUSIC.

30DAYM0NEY
BACK GUARANTEE
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KNIGHT 2

Also Available: (Bookshelf) Knight I;(Floorstander ) Knight 3, Knight 4, Knight 5
A true resurgence for the Castle brand.

The Knight 2 has a beguiling sound 
quality and enviable finish" 

- November 2010

IAG House, Sovereign Court, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon,Cambridgeshire, PE29 6XU, UK 
CASTLE Tel: 01480 447700 F^e-fW480 431 767 www.castle.uk.com

http://www.castle.uk.com

	The best for less: high-end dreams come true with new £2,700 CD player
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	n The music played flawlessly with no • glitches, stuttering or interruptions

	REVIEWS

	Definitive verdicts on the latest new kit


	GROUP TEST

	DACs £300-1,028


	MINI TEST

	Accessories


	Su^^rite: m^avouritemagazinæ.œ.uk 0^M ^W 2^2 (^0)

	All the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

	Full revamp for Linn range includes improved media streamer and new amplifiers

	For further information on these two exciting brands contact: AUDYUS Distribution


	Telephone: +44 (0)1480 270550 Web: www.audyus.co.uk Email: sales@audyus.co.uk

	Roths child

	Sweet, spacious and true, wherever you sit

	Deeper, tighter and more accurate bass

	A holistic approach, with no compromises.

	O SOLEDGE MAESTRO AND TENOR

	O LEEDH C ACOUSTICAL BEAUTY

	O MICROMEGA AS-400
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	CD) MONITOR AUDIO

	www.eclipse-td.net

	TECHNOLOGY



	A bit part

	www.coolgales.com 0800 043 6710


	Tablets are the cure

	Distributed in the UK by;

	Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk

	AUDIO ICONS


	Goodmans Maxim

	How many CDs do you own but never play?

	brennan

	Massive CD database

	To order your Brennan JB7 or for more details call

	Choose the Brennan that's right for you.

	Money back guarantee - you've nothing to lose.

	To order your choice of Brennan JB7 and optional speakers or for more details, call now on 0844 561 0443, or fill in and return the coupon below. Want to know more visit the website at www.brennan.co.uk for more details.

	0844 561 0443 CUNESOPEN24/7)or visit our website www.brennan.co.uk



	SAVE

	Why subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice?

	About the QED Profile Precision cables

	Overseas subscriptions

	Statement of fact

	AU-star Une up

	WHAT HI FI? SOUND AND VISION AWARDS 2010


	FeUnegoodd

	LETTER OF THE MONTH

	Peace of mind



	Sound quality that’ll blow your socks off?

	Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer blind-listening group tests, fully backed up with objective data

	THIS ISSUE'S BLIND PANEL

	DEFINITIVE VERDICTS


	quoi

	QUADRASPIRE

	EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

	DACs have proved to be 2010's smartest upgrade. Richard Black and our blind-listening panel test six important new models set to reign in 2011


	¿XADL

	Arcam's long-awaited rDAC holds its own, despite the low price and strong competition

	MICHELL ENGINEERING

	TECH LABS

	Sound quality

	LAB REPORT

	RESULTS AT A GLANCE

	OUR VERDICT



	EExclusive news: the best product and service!

	020 8953 5522

	Connect your speakers with KIMBER's award winning loudspeaker cable

	Buy Now, Pay in 12 Months Time*

	Sound quality




	Lab conclusions

	The competition between our six DACs was a close call, but in the end, a combination of technical versatility and sound performance decided the winners

	TECH LABS 1


	RESULTS AT A GLANCE


	Blind-listening verdicts

	Our unsighted listening panel has revealed the future stars of 2011 - those products destined to transform ageing source components and PC audio everywhere

	Want to build a system around our winners? We've cherry-picked some of the most compatible partners for our cutting-edge DACs

	Kreil’s bells


	Q&A...

	★ ★★★★


	*****

	To obtain your free IsoTek brochure please call:



	01276 501 392

	Ed Selley gears up to test drive the new MXS, a low-cost, high-value speaker that's as easy to drive as its sporty Mazda namesake

	Hi-Fi Choice

	★ ★★★

	★ ★★★★

	★ ★★★

	★ ★★★★


	****

	Solid-state circuitry

	CONNECTIONS
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	Boxing clever
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	Music thrills
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	Missed out?

	Why not buy online?

	SOLO NEO Music System


	FREE »
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	LEEMA STREAM II

	£599

	ROKSAN CASPIAN
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	A5 Speakers
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	£297
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	Big brother

	Twonky media manager
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	Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of

	Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories 
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	nergy AV

	audio visual solutions

	THE SOUND GALLERY	«—

	01494 531682

	PI EGA

	ARCAM

	naim

	don’t worry because we also specialise in :

	Best valve ever

	The glass war
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	Harbeth

	SPECIALISING IN:

	THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!

	If you need us sooner, please call 0845 601 9390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk


	Music

	JOAN ARMATRADING

	the Golden Gate Quartet

	MUSIC

	HIGH-

	RESOLUTION

	DOWNLOADS

	BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMS

	Tonearms and isolation...
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	Year warranty
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	Buyers guide Hifi

	Choi

	Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

	Radio tuners / Headphones

	Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

	Bowers & Wilkins PS £250

	Beyerdynamic T1 £880


	Choice

	Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations
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	Stereo speakers
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	Front End Problems?
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	ipswich

	(01473)

	6 5 5 1 7 1

	THE AU

	IC BARN FRON ROC


	answer

	IAN HARRISON HIFI

	TechRadar.com covers the stories you want to talk about
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