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How many CDs do you own but never play?

Store, browse and listen to your complete CD collection on the revolutionary Brennan

What's the point in owning hundreds of CDs worth thousands of pounds if you never listen to them? The problem with CDs is that it's quicker to make a cup of coffee than dip into a CD. Try timing how long it takes to pick a CD, load it in the CD player, play a snippet from a track or two, eject it and put it back where it came from. Then there is the problem of finding music. The print on a CD spine is tiny. What if the track is on a compilation CD? What if the CD is in the car? Then there is the clutter.You need to keep your CDs near the player or you won't play them. So you are forced to share your living space with literally hundreds of cheap plastic boxes.CDs are a great way to listen to music but they are also inconvenient, i naccessible and a bit of a chore.
The Brennan JB7 is a CD player with a hard disk that stores 
up to 5,000 CDs - and that's not all11 saves space and clutter and delivers near immediate access to an entire music collection. JB7 owners rediscover then fall in love with their music again simply because the Brennan makes it so accessible.The Brennan also records from vinyl and cassette so you can enjoy your entire music collection but keep the originals in another room or retire them to the attic.
Small enough to pick up with one hand yet big enough for a lifetime of 
music, the Brennan JB7 is one man's brilliant idea for everyone's forgotten 
music. Starting at just £359* it's only available direct from Brennan at 
www.brennan.co.uk.

Key features
► Browse albums by spinning the volume knob - push to play
► Display track names as they play
► Delete tracks you don't like
► Seven rainbow colour coded playlists
► Segue function blends one track into the next

k BEST BUY J

Hl^FICHOICE ma^^W *
► One touch record from vinyl, cassette or radio
► One button plays the entire music collection at random
► Plays MP3 downloads -future proof
► Clock with alarm
► 60 Watt, 4.8 x 16 x 22 cm steel and aluminium construction
► Backup music to external USB hard disk for safe keeping
► You can use it with your existing hi-fi or on its own
"I've suddenly re-discovered my love of music - it's amazing"
"/ feel like a teenager all over again - thank you Brennan"

The Brennan JB7 is available in Cobalt Blue or Titanium Metallic
Money back guaranteeI f you're not suitably impressed with your Brennan JB7 we'll collect it free• Plus P&Pof charge and refund you in full.

The face behind Brennan

Martin is a physicist, computer engineer and 
silicon chip designer. He co-designed the 
world's first 64-bit games computer.
"'I always liked the promise of CDs. It wasn't so 
much the quality but the quick access to a given

track. After vinyl and cassette that was a real 
plus. My first CD player was a five CD multi­
changer. I liked the idea of quick access to more 
than one CD and music that didn't repeat after 
40 minutes. A few years ago I had a go at loading

my music onto a computer - but I never listened to 
it - I needed something simpler, more immediate. 
In the end the computer got a virus and the music 
files were lost -1 still had the originals thankfully. 
The JB7 is really my personal ideal music player"

Martin 
Brennan

To get the whole story on the Brennan JB7 and order visit www.brennan.co.uk brennan

http://www.brennan.co.uk
http://www.brennan.co.uk
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HiFi Choice
PASSION FOR SOUND

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER 
EXPERTISE: SPEAKERS
PAUL is the UK's foremost expert on 
loudspeakers. Having worked as a speaker 
designer and reviewer for over 30 years 
Paul is internationally recognised for his 
ability to assess loudspeaker performance, 
and report on developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
JIMMY has been involved in hi-fi for over 
40 years. His knowledge of tweaking and 
optimising systems is unrivalled in the hi-fi 
industry and he brings enormous expertise 
to the pages of Hi-F Choice. If anyone can 
help you improve your set-up, it's him.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
RICHARD writes exclusively for HFC and 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to the 
title. As Technical Consultant, he's our 
authority on tech testing, ensuring that 
our verdicts are beyond compare.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: TROUBLESHOOTING
ED has spent the best part of a decade 
selling, developing and supporting 
products from some of the biggest names 
in audio. As HFC's troubleshooter, he is on 
hand to help you answer your questions 
and help you create that perfect system.

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: PERFORMANCE AUDIO
ALVIN is an internationally respected audio 
reviewer who has contributed to a huge 
range of magazines over the years. He has 
a very full 30 years of reviewing under his 
belt and has a passion for both high­
performance and high-end hi-fi.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
JASON edited Hi-Fi Choice through the 
Brit-pop era and relinquished the helm 
after 17 years on the title. A hi-fi addict 
since his twenties, Jason fell for the beauty 
of vinyl and has never looked back. He's 
here to help you get the best from your LPs.

MALCOLM STEWARD 
EXPERTISE: EMERGING TECH
MALCOLM is a legend in hi-fi magazine 
circles. A former editor of Hi-Fi Review, he 
was one of the best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He now writes exclusively for Hi-Fi 
Choice and he loves being 'back'.

We come. ..
www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 342 February 2011

As I type this introduction, Hi-Fi 
Choice - along with the rest of 
the consumer electronics 
industry - is gearing up for the 
world's biggest show - CES Las 
Vegas, 2011. Most of the big US

guys will be out in force, flexing their R&D 
muscles and revealing some of the hottest 
products coming our way throughout the 
year. It's the place where trends are born 
and products can be 'made' before they are 
even reviewed and rated.
Outside of purist hi-fi circles, we expect to 

see a proliferation of tablet computers for 
2011, which will become increasingly 
important in our industry as interfaces and 
control systems for networked audio 
products. In fact if Marantz's recent 
demonstration of its Apple Airplay-equipped 
NA7004 music streamer (coming soon) is 
anything to go by, 2011 will be a great year 
for music-listening. Viva Las Vegas!

Dan George Editor
dan.george@futurenet.com

FUTURE PUBLISHING, 2 BALCOMBE STREET, 
LONDON NWl 6NW +44 !0!20 7042 4000

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
HI-FI CHOICE is passionate about high fidelity. We’re 
dedicated to the very highest standards of sound 
reproduction. Our commitment is to bring you the most 
reliable, in-depth hi-fi equipment tests anywhere and 
we’re backed by the UK’s biggest technology publisher. 
Our expert writers will help you get the most from 
your hi-fi and guide you towards the best-performing 
products for your budget. Our passion is your passion.
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freephone:

0800 121 4771 / 4772
e-mail:ask@jordanacoustics.co.uk
web:www.jordanacoustics.co.ukJordan Acoustics

6W the iwst oov^erttd L^t^rated 
has built to date

Designed to deliver a 
continuous 250 watts 
per channel, the massive 
MA7000 Integrated 
Amplifier is the most 
powerful integrated 
amplifier McIntosh has 
ever offered.

Designed and manufactured 

exclusively by McIntosh, the 

Autoformer helps the MA7000 

deliver optimum performance 

with any loudspeaker.

A properly designed Integrated 

Amplifier can offer many 

inherent advantages over a 
separate pre/power amplifier 

combination.

Whether your speakers are 

2,4, or 8 Ohms the McIntosh 

Autoformer ensures that your 

speakers will always get all 

of the power that they need, 

regardless of the type of music 

you play.

The MA7000 employs the 

famous McIntosh Autoformer.

For further details or to arrange 

your demonstration please call 

us on 08001214771.

“ Big, powerful, reliable, and endowed with the 
sonic chops necessary to ace the performance 
parameters audiophiles have come to know and 
expect, the MA7000 is a fantastic integrated that is 
hard not to love. Couple its sonic accomplishments 
with its intuitive layout, noiseless operation, and 
rock-solid build, and you’ve got the kind of piece 
worth rushing home to after a day of hard work. 
For those of you shopping the upper leagues of 
hi-fi in search of a final destination from of a one- 
box design, the MA7000 may be one of the most 
compelling solutions to have come around in a long 
time. Very highly recommended! ”
Sonic Flare Review, Apr ‘09

mailto:ask@jordanacoustics.co.uk
http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
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LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE™

hntrodudM^ N^J doss kadi™ products...
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MC452 Quad Balanced Power Amplifier
450wpc, Most powerful Mcintosh stereo 

amplifier, Luxurious Mcintosh engineering

MC302 Power Amplifier 
300wpc, Larger/Easy to read power wattmeters. 

Ultra low distortion design

CSO Preamplifier
Twin moving coil/moving magnet. Dedicated 
Headphone amp, USB Input, Integrated DAC

C48 Preamplifier
Twin moving coil/moving magnet, Dedicated 
headphone amp, USB Input, Integrated DAC

MCD1100 CD/SACD Player
Variable volume output, Dedicated headphone amp, 

Five digital input source switching

There is nothing quite like a Mcintosh
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NEWS & OPINION
8___ Audiofile
All the very latest news in audio

23__0pinion
Musings that matter

32__ Letters
Our readers talk hi-fi

89_ Music Reviews
Our pick of the best new releases

130_ The back page
Jimmy Hughes gets a taste of the Olive

READER SERVICES
96__ Help & Advice
Your questions, our answers

104_ Reader Classifieds
The UK's best place to buy and sell

124_ Next issue
What's in store next month

BUYER'S GUIDE

107 Britain's most 
useful hi-fi buying 
information
CD Players/Turntables/Phono cartridges/ 
Radio tuners/Headphones/Integrated & 
pre/power amps/Cables/Speakers/ 
Equipment supports UPDATED MONTHLY
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Dealer systems: Three from Salisbury's finest

CONTENTS
FEBRUARY 2011

P "the sort of detail that makes you 
realisejust how good vinyl can be'

TESTED THIS MONTH

Canton Vento 820 speaker

Jason Kennedy, Michell Gyro SEduction p60

The Brit pack: six UK integrateds

Resolution Audio Cantata integrated

Rotel RCX1500 one-box streaming system

REVIEWS
Definitive verdicts 
on the latest new kit
56 .Canton
Vento 820 speaker

60. Michell
Gyro SEduction turntable

65 Furutech
GT40DAC

66_Resolution Audio
Cantata integrated amplifier

71_Pure
i-20 digital iPod transport (dock)

72_ Rotel
RCXl 500 one-box streaming system

77_ Dynavector
DV-20X2L moving coil cartridge

78Advance Acoustic
MCD204 CD player

81Klipsch
ImageXIOi earphone

82. Edwards Audio
TTI turntable

GROUP TEST
AMPLIFIERS 
£1,255-£1,650
43_ Arcam
FMJA38

45 _ Creek
Destiny 2

47 .Cyrus
8XPd

49. Leema
Pulse III

51 _ Roksan
Caspian M2

53.Sugden
Mystro

MINI TEST
Desktop speakers 
1OO__Ferguson Hill 
FH007

1OO__Eclipse
TD307IIPA

1O1__ Acoustic Energy
Aego M

1O1___Bowers & Wilkins
MM-l
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Audiofile
All the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

Admire 
theVU

j ON/STANDBY

Onkyo returns to ‘proper’ hi-fi at last with a 
welcome new three-strong line-up for 2011
PRICE: £l,5OO-£2,5OO 
AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 01628 473350
WEB: EU.ONKYO.COM

nkyo has taken some time 
out from the AV market to 
go back to its roots with an 

all-new trio of two-channel 
components. Onkyo feels that this 
new range is its best yet and cite 60 
years of experience in high-quality 
audio to strengthen the argument. 

The most visually striking of the 
three units is the £2,500 M-50O0R 
power amplifier. Thanks to a sizable 
pair of VU meters on the front panel, 
the visual effect is unashamedly retro. 
The internals, however, are bang up 
to date with 80 watts available into 
eight ohms and 150 into four.

Unlike some previous Onkyo 
two-channel designs, the M-5000R is 
a class AB rather than Class D design. 
The M-5000R also makes use of 
Onkyo’s proprietary AWRAT 
(Advanced Wide Ranging Amplifier 
Technology) to reduce distortion and 
improve current delivery. The internal 
layout is completely symmetrical to 
minimise errors in stereo playback. A 
pair of balanced inputs are fitted to 
best match the M-5000R to Onkyo’s 
AV processor, the PR-SC5508, whilst 
conventional RCA inputs are fitted to 
suit the matching preamp.

The M-5000R is partnered by the 
£1,700 P-3000R preamplifier. In 
addition to a conventional set of 
analogue inputs and a moving magnet 
phono stage, this features no less than

ÔQNISTANOBT

five digital inputs, including a 
balanced AES connection and USB, all 
of which are powered from a separate 
power supply and are decoded via a 
pair of Burr-Brown 192 kHz/32-bit 
DACs. The analogue inputs and 
outputs are all conventional 
unbalanced RCA type. The front panel 
features an illuminated display to 
show what input is selected as well as 
adjustments made to the adjustable 
tone controls.

The final component in the trio 
is the £1,500 C-7000R CD player. 
Onkyo has decided against SACD 
replay or streaming capability in 
favour of a ‘straight’ CD player. This 
uses the same rigid and isolated 
chassis design as the amp components 
and supports WMA and MP3 playback 
as well as CD. An interesting and 
unconventional feature, is that the 
analogue circuitry can be switched 
off leaving only the digital circuitry 
running, essentially turning the 
C-7000R into a CD transport. This, 
combined with the AES digital output, 
suggests that Onkyo might be inviting 
owners to at least try a high-quality 
digital connection between CD and 
the preamplifier rather than the more 
conventional analogue.

All three units are available in black 
and silver and are on sale now. Hi-Fi 
Choice will be bringing you an 
exclusive in-depth review, soon. •

©POWER

-, tr tr.- -•
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AUDIOFILE

Onkyo has decided against SACD replay or streaming capability in favour of a straight' CD player
UNDISTORTED

□OUTPUT MOOE

COMPACT DISC PLAYER C-7^^R

ONKYO HAS made extensive 
use ofDIDRIC (Dynamic 
Intermodulation Distortion 
Reduction Circitry) in all three 
components. This works to 
reduce noise by improving 
linearity and reducing 
distortion in the super high 
frequency {above 100kHz) 
range. Onkyo claims that this 
is important because 
although well abovethe 
threshold of human hearing, 
the effect of 'beat interference' 
will have an affect on 
frequencies that can be heard 
during normal listening.

PREAMPLIFIER P-3^)R

OPOWER

POWERAMPLIFIER M-^SOR

wr—.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2011 lifiChOice 9
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T+A
HiFi designed and built in Germany

The Power Plant is a powerful integrated amplifier 
that simply exudes power and offers wonderful sound.

This Power Plant delivers 2 x 240 Watts per channel 
(4 Ohm) and also includes the unique T+A build quality.

T+A products embody everything you expect from 
German manufacturing, but the development process 
is extraordinary.

HIFI 1 
< magazine /

HIFIXOICE 
< magazine /

rtran/bcr 
acoustics

The Music Player combines a CD player, together 
with the ability to stream music from a computer. 
Features include a streaming client, high end CD player, 
iPod interface, digital inputs, internet radio and FM 
radio. The Music Player is a versatile and exceptional 
source component.

Driven by physicists, T+A have pioneered many 
ground-breaking concepts, meaning you can enjoy some 
of the finest sounding hi-fi in the world.

BEST BUY

BEST BUY

From 'Bookshelf' loudspeakers to floor standing 
arrangements, Vienna Acoustics ensure any style 
of music is fully realised.

For further information on these two exciting brands contact: 
AUDYUS Distribution

Telephone: +44 (0)1480 270550 
Web: www.audyus.co.uk

___________________ Email: sales@audyus.co.uk___________________

http://www.audyus.co.uk
mailto:sales@audyus.co.uk
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BDP-1 DIGITALPLAYER

BestBry
Bryston launches its first ever media player, with a twist

PRICE: £2,300 AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 0870 4441044 WEB: BRYSTON.COM

player although iPod and PC control 
is also available.

The other unusual feature of the 
BDP-1 is that it is essentially a pure 
digital transport with no onboard 
digital-to-analogue conversion and 
will need to be connected to an external 
DAC to produce audio.

music over a network. The BDP-1 relies on 
four USB sockets to access material - two 
powered ports on the rear panel and two 
ports on the front panel for stick drives. 
These can receive audio in all major file 
formats up to 24-bit/192kHz resolution. 
Information is displayed on the front panel 
and the controls are very similar to a CD

Bryston's first foray into streamed 
audio is the stylish-looking BDP-1. 
Its approach is rather different from 

that of other recently announced hi-fi 
media players.

For instance, the BDP-1 is equipped with 
an Ethernet port, but unusually this is for 
control purposes rather than replay of

Tri-colour
Triangle offers new entry models in a 
range of brilliant coloured lacquers

Triangle has decided to liven up its entry-level 
speaker range with a choice of three high- 
gloss piano lacquer finishes.

Comprising a standmount, floorstander and a 
matching centre channel speaker, the aptly named 
Color range is available in black, red and white (with 
yellow apparently on the way) finishes with individual
grille covers. The trademark Triangle high-sensitivity

CONTACT: +0033 032 3753 821 WEB: TRIANGLE-FR.COM/EN

Clear-thinking
CLEARAU DIO has announced its 
lowest-price moving coil cartridge to 
date, in the form of the Concept MC. 
It has been designed to work with 
Clearaudio's range of budget 
turntables. The Concept uses an 
aluminium/magnesium body with a 
ceramic surface layer and is a more 
conventional shape than the more 
expensive Clearaudio designs.

The eight-gram weight and two-gram 
tracking force should be easy enough 
for most arms to accomodate. The 
cantelever is boron with a microline 
stylus profile. The output is a relatively 
high 0.42mV, which should not prove a 
problem for most phono stages in the 
price range. Clearaudio also offers a 
two-year warranty for peace of mind. 
PRICE: £550 AVAllABLE: NOW 
OONTACT:01252 702705 
WEB: CLEARAUDIO.DE

Fatties on the rise
FATMAN has been busy updating its 
range of iPod docks and amplifiers. 
The iTube ValveOock Mkll looks similar 
to its predecessor, but offers more 
power and a USB input. The Carbon 
Trinity is part of the 'all-in-black and 
all-in-one' line up. This features an 
onboard iPod dock and a 25-watt 
hybrid amplifier.

The Carbon Trinity also features a 
USB input, as well as more conventional 
line inputs. Both models can be 
ordered with optional speakers.
PRICE: £300- £500 
AVAllABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 01462 492090 
WEB: FAT-MAN.CO.UK

www.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2011 lifiCChoice 11
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WINNER\ 2010 /

Best Loudspeaker £2000+
"Top of the class"

The fact series is a groundbreaking range of loudspeakers that provides the pure unadulterated essence of a recording from a wholly elegant form, 
fact s feature precision controls that allow for fine adjustment of both high frequency and bass to create the perfect sound balance in every room and with all source equipment.To find out why you need the fact's from your local 
fact dealer see www.fact-speakers.com

PMC’s ATL" bass loading system 

provides vivid, ultra high definition 

sound with astonishingly rich deep 

accurate bass at all levels, defying 

the beautifully slim cabinet size.

ULTIMATE LOUDSPEAKERS

T 0870 4441044
The fact-8 in Tiger Ebony

"These PMC's are exceptional, 
highly desirable in every way" 

April 2010

Dec 2009
EDITOR'S CHOICE

A truly great design

sempre-audio.at

‘Nature/, dynamic with an 
exceptionally live sound 
and outstanding finish"

‘This is an excellent speaker 
with excellent imaging, 
good bass extension 
and beautiful styling"

"More m 
this wc 

perform!

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

‘Make no mistake, this speaker 
is the real deal: the fact 
that it looks so good is 

just a distraction!"
Issue 73

an mere hi-fi, 
L a musical
Lee fact:8

fefacf

HAS ARRIVED

HIFICRITIC
RECOMMENDED PRODUCT

http://www.fact-speakers.com
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Streaming 
Fidelity
Early news of Musical Fidelity's new Universal Music Controller

Musical Fidelity has taken the 
wraps off its CLiC streamer for 
the first time. Full details have 

yet to be confirmed, but we know the 
CLiC can replay media over both ethemet 
and wireless.

The CLiC can also replay media over a 
USB stick, via a front-mounted USB input. 
Direct iPod connectivity is also supported

and information is displayed on a full-colour 
front display.

Additionally, the CLiC offers three digital 
and three analogue inputs, which coupled 
with a choice of both fixed and variable 
outputs will allow it to function as a preamp 
in a system if required. The CLiC shares 
casework with the half-width Ml units and 
has been seen in black and silver finishes.

PRICE: £TBC AVAILABLE: MAY 2011 CONTACT: 020 8900 2866 WEB: MUSICALFIDELI7Y.COM

AMPHION'S Ion miniature monitor 
loudspeaker will be available as a 
package with the Nuforce lcon2 
digital amplifier/DAC. The set-up has 
been on sale for some time in 
Scandinavia, appearing in Apple Stores 
in Finland as the top-end audio 
package and making Amphion and 
Nuforce among the few specialist 
audio manufacturers to be welcomed 
onboard in Apple's outlets.

Amphion claims that the system is 
"equally at home linked to a W, as it is 
placed next to an iMac or as part of an 
integral separates audio system." 
It sees the combination as offering the 
flexibility to be used in a variety of 
ways, while at the same time offering 
small size, good build quality and 
competitive pricing. The package will 
be available from early next year_

PRICE: £999 AVAllABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: +0035 817 2882 100 
WEB: AMPHION.FI

XTZ meets DSP
Innovative technology in a new package

XTZ has partnered with Dirac Research to 
produce the MH800 multimedia system. 
This consists of a pair of active two-way 

loudspeakers that use a forward-firing, three-inch 
driver and downward-firing, five-inch driver powered 
by 40-watt Class D amplification. When connected to 
a computer over USB, the Dirac software enables a 
choice of algorithms to maximise performance.

PRICE: £TBC AVAILABLE: FEB 2011
CONTACT: 07517 889 738 WEB: XTZ.SE/UK

www.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2011 lf Choice 13
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Audio
NEWS IN BRIEF
A selection of news-breaking 
stories on everything hi-fi Primed for 

hi-fi
•FUR^UTECH has launched a new entry­
level range. The ADL Alpha line all 
feature a cryogenic and demagnetising 
process for optimal sonic performance. 
fomttech.com

Primare unveils its new 30 series components for 2011

Primare has updated 
the 30 series range, 
which now consists 

of the CD32 CD player, 132 
integrated amplifier and R32 
MM/MC phono stage.

The CD32 retains a dedicated 
CD mechanism with a five- 
second memory buffer for 
optimal performance.

The CD32 is also capable 
of playing MP3 and WMA 
formats on both disc and 
USB stick. The matching 
132 amplifier uses Primare's 
UFPD Class D technology to 
produce 120 watts.

An interesting feature 
and one that could prove 
a popular addition with

audio enthusiasts, is a 
forthcoming module that 
will also allow the I32 to 
act as a media streamer.

Its R32 phono stage is 
a full-width (for the first 
time) and dual-mono 
design with gain and 
impedance adjustments 
on the rear panel.

• BWE HORIZON has unveiled a range 
of isolation components, including an 
interesting two-layer turntable matt to 
benefit different record thicknesses.
bluehorizonideas.com

•KUPSCH has added
range with the £40 S 3

t/i its earphone 
, which takes the

design philosophy of the more expensive 
models to a new price point.
kli^psch.co.uk

•UBRATONE has 
artw^ in the UK 
with the Beat 
Wireless 
speaker. This 
can stream 
wirelessly from 
.various sources 
to a range of 
30feel 
Ubratone.com

PRICE: £800-£2,200 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: +46 47072 92 15 WEB: PRIMARE.NET

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Matthew Bramble, of Cambridge Audio, lists his favourites

•O^ZAKI has released a travel iPod dock 
available in a range of colours. Ozaki 
claims an impressive 40 hours of 
playback from six M batteries.
ozaki.us/en

iu- . —
RADIOHEADTHE BENDS
Just one of those albums 
I can listen to over and 
over again and never 
tire of. Quiet, loud, 
dense. sparse indie 
rock accompanied by 
the amazing MrYorkes 
miserablist falsetto.

THE8EATLESABBEY ROAD
How many bands 
despite being in disarry 
can produce something 
like this for their llth 
studio effort? And 
McCartney had one of 
the great rock and roll 
voices ever, so there.

KATE8USHAERIAL
After a long gap the 
reclusive Ms Bush 
returned with songs 
about Pi, snippets 
of birdsong and the 
presence of Rolf Harris. 
It shouldn't work, but 
it does, and how,

M M^^...

808 MARLEY AND 
THEWAILERSUPRISING
The last before Bobs 
untimely death, a slice 
of prime reggae that 
takes me back to my 
schooldays in Camden 
and the music world 
I was discovering.
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BEST 
BUY

"eXQusitsite cinema sound... 
Powerful projection; detail and clarity; 

wide dynamic range..." Home Cinema Choice November 2009.
XQ Series

beat the eXcheQuer
KEF will pay your 20% VAT on any product from the fabulous XQ Series.Saving given at the point of purchase - no strings attached - no mail-in rebate to claim.

www.kef.comGP Acoustics (UK) Limited, Eccleston Road.Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME 15 6QR U.K. Telephone: +44 (0) 1622 672261 Fax: +44 (0) 1622 750653 INNOVATORS IN SOUND

http://www.kef.com


SHOW REPORT:
AUDIOJUMBLE, TONBRIDGE, KENT

Vintage 
values
Searching for a hi-fi bargain in these cash-strapped times is more 
popular than ever, as Martin Pipe discovers when he joins fellow 
enthusiasts for the Audiojumble's biannual event in Tonbridge, Kent

wice a year, 
Tonbridge's Angel 
Centre hosts 
the aptly named

Audiojumble. Now in its 19th 
year, this feast of audio goodies 
encompasses everything from 
vintage wireless sets to modem 
hi-fi components.

The lest event was visited by 
around 400 eager hobbyists, who 

could pick and choose goods from 
no fewer than 140 stalls. Most 
were selUng secondhand gear, 
although some specialist dealers 
(such as Audio Emporium) also 
had a presence.

The local hi-fi club, specialist 
booksellers, a vintage-radio 
collector's organisation and 
record stalls added further 
variety. Overall, the audiojumble 

is pleasant alternative to the 
usual hi-fi shows, with some 
real bargains waiting for the 
eagle-eyed.

What really came across, 
however, was the camaraderie 
and enthusiasm. In fact, a fair 
number of the stallholders we 
spoke to were not commercial 
vendors, but hi-fi fanatics 
disposing of their surplus gear.
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SHOW REPORT:
AUDIOJUMBLE, TONBRIDGE, KENT
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25°/o OFF
KIMBER SILVER 

INTERCONNECTSIncludes: Silver Streak, Hero HB, KCAG, Hero Ag

25% OFFGQ-25 AG CABLE FOR IPOD

25% 
OFF

THE SILENCER mains filter

1/2 PRICE 
Reference PowerKord™ when you spend £300 or more in the January Sale

1^^ 10% off A
The Mini Purifier mains filter IBPPLUS FREE MEGACLAMP
fitted in the Mini Purifier - SAVE over £ 125!

10% off Ultra Purifier mains filter
plus FREE upgrade to 
Reference PowerKord™

SAVE 
£148.50 VAT 

held at 
17.5% 

for the Sale

Request a SALE 
CATALOGUE...

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, 2b Moreland Court, 
Westmorland Business Park, Shap Road, 

Kendal, LA9 6NS, UK.
Tel: +44 (0) 1539 797300

Email: info@russandrews.com

visitwww.russandrews.com/sale
or call UK Local Rate 0845 3451 550

r10%^ OFF
Russ Andrews 

& KIMBER cables 
k & accessories j

January Sale on Now!
Sale online now at Sale Ends
www.russandrews.com/sale 2nd February Z11 2

60 Day Home Trial • Free Delivery • Upgrade Scheme • Lifetime Guarantee
Exclusive UK Retailer for

mailto:info@russandrews.com
visitwww.russandrews.com/sale
http://www.russandrews.com/sale


SHOW REPORT:
AUDIOJUMBLE, TONBRIDGE, KENT

NAO
O One of the joys of an 
audiojumble is the sheer 
unpredictability of the equipment 
on offer. Here, a NAD 3020 and 
its (almost!) matching tuner - the 
mainstay of many an '80s-vintage 
budget system - are stacked atop 
a Tascam 133. The latter is a rack- 
mountable three-track cassette­
deck of professional orientation - 
the third track (which occupies the 
tape 'real-estate' usually reserved 
for recording on a cassette's 
flipside) is intended for timecode, 
enabling film soundtracks to be 
'synced' during post-production.

SATIJRN
O A true rarity, this. The 
Transcription Saturn was designed 
by the legendary David Gammon, 
who was also responsible for the 
iconic Hydraulic Reference.

Belt-driven by a synchronous 
motor, the two-speed Saturn 
has a proprietary tonearm with 
removable headshell. On the 

example pictured below, this has 
been removed, but not replaced 
afterwards! The seller was hoping 
to fetch £150 for it; but as its 
appearance suggests, a lot of 
tender loving care is needed here.

This Saturn would need more 
than a clean, a headshell and new 
belt; the platter's record supports 
had also gone hard.

BORENS
O From rarity to completely 
unique! The owner of the deck 
pictured top right, had stripped 
down a Thorens TD150 and 
painstakingly used the collection 
of parts he ended up with to create 
his own turntable. The plinth is of a 
very unusual design - the sections 
that support the motor, platter and 
tonearm are mechanically isolated 
from each other, with the goal of 
reducing rumble, feedback and 
other 'nasties'.

Completing the package, for 
which the seller was asking £300, 
is a Mission tonearm, Hitachi

cartridge and Thorens badge. 
What, we wonder, would the

Swiss company make of his efforts?

REVOX
O For many audiophiles, the only 
home-recording format worth 
bothering with is analogue reel- 
to-reel. And for these 'tapeheads', 
Audiojumble proved to be a 
veritable feast. We saw decks of 
every conceivable shape and size, 
as well as tape stock both new and 
used. Plenty of 4000-series Akais 

and TC377s, the budget staples 
of their heyday, could be had for 
bargain prices.

Revox was also well-represented; 
in addition to A77s, we counted 
three G36s. The A77's tubed 
predecessor, this well-built 
machine is still sought-after on 
account of its warm and open 
character. This superb specimen 
had a £300 pricetag.

NAMMICHI
O Anyone wanting to transfer 
cassettes to digital has usually 
considered one of those peerless 
Nakamichis, which are capable of 
extracting every ounce of detail 
from the much-maligned format. 
The ZX-7 shown above is a 'classic 
Nak', with three heads, pressure­
pad lifter and azimuth-adjustment 
(albeit record-only).

Although in good condition and 
bundled with a Chord Company 
interconnect for Nairn amps, the 
transport - we were told - was 
reluctant to operate. From our own 
experiences of these machines, 
the culprit could be a dud sensor 
bulb or stretched loading-belt. 
Thus the £40 price- a real bargain! ►
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SHOW REPORT:
AUDIOJUMBLE, TONBRIDGE, KENT

ORACLE
O Another one forthe audiophile 
with practical electronics 
experience was an Oracle Delphi 
Mkl (above top), a desirable 
'superdeck' from the late '70s. 
The seller told us that he was 
selling it for only £250 (one of 
the other bargains of the show) 
because the 45rpm mode did 
not work. 33rpm was fine and 
so the motor and much of 
the circuitry that drives it was 
presumably OK.

With a repair, new drive belt and 
other servicing the lucky purchaser 
will be able to fit the tonearm of 
his choice and enjoy a seriously 
musical performance from his vinyl!

VALVE TESTETESTE
O In addition to records, 
CDs and hi-fi equipment of 
all ages and sophistication, 
Audiojumble proved to be a fertile 
hunting-ground for electronic 
components(notably tubes) and 
test equipment. We came across 
everything from multimeters and 
oscilloscopes to SPL meters and 
Ferrograph tape-recorder test-sets. 
In the 1960s, valve-testers like 
the one pictured below, would 
have been a staple tool of the 
local hi-fi store's back-room repair 
department. This Japanese import 
would have been an affordable 
alternative to the AVO models 
of the period.

for £500 - a small price to pay 
for two chunks of audio history. If 
you have amps that are capable of 
driving these unique room-heater 
look-alikes, you can expect superb 
imaging and transparency. Not bad 
for a design that's well over 
50 years old.

We spotted another (more 
expensive!) pair of ESLs in better 
condition, as well many other 
classic vintage speakers and drive 
units from the likes of Celestion, 
Linn, Wharfedale, KEF, Lowther, 
Goodmans and Tannoy.

DENON ANDTEAC
© Stacked up against a wall were 
columns of Denon integrateds and 
TEAC CD players. Other goodies 
included a DIY John Linsley-Hood 
stereo amp and a Sony DAT deck. 
We don't know how the stallholder 
was able to acquire several 
examples of the same model and 
in such good condition too, but the 
prices were eminently affordable 
(under £100 per unit) and a good 
starting-point for the budding 
audiophile with little cash to 
spend. Entry-level turntables(like 
the famous Dual 505) could be 
yours for as little as £15.

QUAD CLASSIC
O For a mere £15, one lucky 
punter could have become the 
new owner of a late-1950s Quad 
(then Acoustical Manufacturing) 
QCll control unit (see above). 
Although designed for use with 
the Huntingdon company's 
famous Quad II power amp, it 
could you'll be pleased to hear- 
with the addition of a suitable HT I 
LT power supply - be converted for 
use with other equipment.

Like much audio of this vintage, 
the valved QCll caters for the 
plethora of record equalisation 
-curves that were common at the 
time. Sure, it's mono - but so too 
were those 78s...

QUAD
O A pair of Quad ESL57s(see 
top right), was expected to sell

KEITlt MONKS
Q Once upon a time, these 
beautifully engineered Keith 

Monks record-cleaning machines 
would have proudly-graced record 
shops and hi-fi dealers the length 
and breadth ofBritain. The fellow 
(above) selling this particulartwo- 
turntable example told us its last 
owner was a Hereford record shop. 
A good buy for an enthusiast with 
an extensive vinyl collection.

Virgin 180g audiophile vinyl, 
mercifully not yet in need of the 
Keith Monks treatment, was also 
available from several stalls.

The nextAudiojumble takes 

place on Sunday 13th February 

2011. Early entry (9.30) £1O; 
standard entry (10.00) £5. 
audiojumble.co.uk •
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Truth,

F

Hand-built by a small 

specialist designers our 

technical and arrestingly

team of 

gloriously 

beautiful

Platinum PL100 loudspeaker will give 

you a deeper emotional contact with 

every performance.

From almost forty years of adventure 

and innovation, a way to become 

more intimate with music.

■ i

MONITOR AUDIO*
design for sound

Please visit: monitoraudio.co.uk
Telephone: 0800 0352 032

monitoraudio.co.uk


ECLIPSE
c9FUJITSU TEN

Altogether, Eclipse systems 
couldn’t sound sweeter.
Made to match, each element of an Eclipse TD desktop system

has been meticulously designed to perfectly complement the other.

ECLIPSE TD SERIES
Just for the pure performance.

Buy an Eclipse TD 
desktop system and get 

a free high quality iChord 
interconnect cable. Just plug 

in your laptop or media player 
and you're ready to go.

THE

CHORD
COMPANY

EcCipse TD (UK) Ltd +44 (0)20 7328 4499

Offer valid until 31 March 2011

To find your nearest stockist and details of the ¡Chord promotion visit www.eclipse-td.net

http://www.eclipse-td.net


OPINION
TECHNOLOGY

Hi-fi without wires a reality
Richard Black reports on how Kent-based Chord Electronics is 
pioneering Bluetooth as a credible wireless hi-fi standard

L
ast issue, we included in our 
Ultimate Group Test, the Chord 
Chordette Peach, one of the first 
products to support audio

transmission over Bluetooth. Having done a 
little research both before and after writing 
that review, I thought it's worth explaining 
what audio over Bluetooth is really all about.

Bluetooth is one of a range of wireless 
systems designed to transport digital data over 
a radio link. Others you've probably come 
across include the mobile phone networks and 
'wifi', the name given to wireless replacements 
for the Ethernet computer networking 
standard. The obvious question then is: 'Why 
do we need more than one wireless system?'

The simple and almost complete answer to 
that is that the systems are designed to cover 
different ranges and data loads. The mobile 
phone network has a range from hundreds of 
metres up to many miles (in open country), 
with data rates up to a few megabits per 
second. It uses multiple transmitters to give 
continuous coverage over what should ideally 
be the whole country. Wifi, by contrast, is 
intended to transport data around a small 
area, typically a few tens of metres, but with 
quite high data rates: in excess of lOOMb/s 
under good conditions. (By the way, Mb, with 
a lower-case b, is megabits: MB, upper-case, is 
megabytes - one byte is eight bits. Data rates 
are always given in megabits/s.)

Bluetooth was conceived as an ultra-short­
range wireless system, for applications like 
sending audio from an in-car phone to a 
head-worn earpiece - a couple of metres at 
the most with a data rate of a few kilobits/s. 
But users always want more and boffins like 
a challenge, and it wasn't long before the 
useful range was raised upwards to lOm or 
more with a corresponding rise in data rates 
to over IMb/s. Someone realised that this 
could support decent audio quality in stereo 
and the Advanced Audio Distribution Profile' 
was born.

Chord's Peachy Bluetooth hi-fi products show just how 
hi-fi without wires can be executed

Bluetooth headset
A 'profile' is just one bunch of set-up parameters 
for a Bluetooth link: various others are 
described in the full Bluetooth specification 
(currently standing at an incredible 2,302 pages 
- no, I haven't read it all). ‘'.AZDP' as it's become 
known, allows for stereo audio to be 
transmitted with a data rate of up to 512kb/s. 
Now full CD quality requires 1,41 Ikb/s, and 
with Bluetooth version 2 theoretically good for 
2Mb/s, you might think that uncompressed 
CD-standard audio would be possible, but an 
intrinsically real-time data link like digital audio 
needs some data bandwidth in hand to cope 
with momentary interruptions and opting for 
such a conservative rate was probably wise.

As a result, A2DP is not uncompressed 44/16 
audio. In fact, in its default form, it's not even 
very good data-reduced ('compressed') audio. 
In this mode, it uses a 'sub-band coder' or SBC, 
which is a bit like MP3 in that it throws away a 
fair bit of data, but it's much less efficient than 
MP3 because it keeps more data but still sounds 
worse. This may seem daft when MP3 could 
have been used, but SBC has two advantages in 
this instance: it is very simple to implement at 
both transmit and receive ends (so it requires 
little computing power), and it has very low 
'latency' or input-output delay, something that's 
an issue when Bluetooth devices may also carry 
conversations. If you're wearing a Bluetooth 
headset to listen to music on your phone and a 
call comes in, you don't want a lOOm/s (or 
more) delay in the circuit.

The latest addition to the A2DP toolkit is the 
APT-X codec, which matches SBC's latency, 
requires a manageable amount of computing 
power and sounds very much better. APT-X is a 
Belfast-based specialist whose data-reduction 
codecs are much used in pro-audio, where their 
key feature of low latency is very useful. With 
APT-X, we reckon Bluetooth can genuinely 
enter the hi-fi fold. The interesting news, 
though, is that the latest versions of Bluetooth 
(standardised but not yet on the market) 

With APT-X, we 
reckon Bluetooth 
can genuinely 
enter the hi-fi 
fold .. .true hi-fi 
without wires is 
coming at last

include provision for even higher data-rate 
links, which could almost certainly support

uncompressed 
44/16 audio, 
maintaining the 
ease of connection 
which is 
Bluetooth's great 
advantage over 
wifi. True hi-fi 
without wires is 
coming at last!

A musician and recording engineer, Richard 
knows a thing or two about hi-fi - he's been 
writing about it for over two decades

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Is Chord barking up the wrong tree with 
Bluetooth for hif hardware?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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REPRODUCING A 
MASTERPIECE 

TAKES MORE THAN 
JUST NUMBERS

/J32

12 . /
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THE NEW AUDIOVECTOR S-SERIES. ARTISTRY MEETS ENGINEERING.
Reproducing great music and film sound 
that comes alive demands artistry - not 
just technical excellence.

To compare Audiovectors speaker 
technology in figures and statistics merely 
proves its calibre as a world-class speaker. 
But to actually listen is proof that it takes 
more than great technology to create 
something truly special.

Be in no doubt. Just listen." e
AUDIOVECTOROle Klifoth, CEO & Chief Engineer, Audiovector.

Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:info@henleydesigns.co.uk


OPINION
THE CUTTING EDGE

Life in the old dock yet
Does the media streamer make 'hi-fi' iPod docks already obsolete? 
Ed Selley considers the case for and against

A
t a recent demonstration of a new media streamer, a PR representative of the manufacturer made the observation that the streamerrenders the iPod dock obsolete as a hi-fi product. He argued that there is nothing in a hi-fi context that an iPod dock can do that a streamer cannot do better.There is certainly some merit behind this superficially sweeping statement. Unless you have bought your music collection almost entirely from iTunes, and taken the novel step of downloading it direct to an iPhone and iPod Touch, your music collection will be stored on a hard drive. (If you have, I suspect that you might be a little too far into the Apple concept to have much in the way of other equipment.) You can transfer this to an iPod and place it in a dock or simply play it directly via a streaming device. The streamer thus inarguably simplifies the process of listening to the audio on your home computer.There is also the sense that the streamer is the

in a manner that very little with an iPod sticking out the top can ever be.Finally, in control terms, the streamer also holds advantages. Streamers often have displays that can show far more information than an iPod screen. Indeed, liberated from the dock, your iPod Touch can become a fantastic remote control for your streamer rather than part of your hi-fi system in its own right.
Classic source componentWith this thorough drubbing for the iPod dock duly issued, it looks hard for the dock to justify its existence. And yet, when I consider some other arguments, I would be less enthusiastic to call time on the dock just yet. The simple fact remains that the ubiquity of the iPod is truly remarkable. The majority of people with an interest in listening to music own one in some form or another.It is also a product bought in large numbers by people in age groups that are not natural hi-fi customers. The iPod dock (and its more

The steamer has 
become the 
spiritual 
successor to the 
CD player, with 
new models 
taking many of 
the design and 
technology 
trends

computer audio product with the greater credibility in hi-fi terms. A streamer can take the collected learning of 30 years of digital and make use of all but the transport. The streamer is the spiritual successor to the CD player, with new models taking many of the design and technology trends of their CD players and making products that are in many cases driveless variations on the same. The Linn Akurate DS and Nairn NDXare effortlessly credible high-end
PURE

Apple in the dock: but fancy streamers 
haven't surpassed the iPod quite yet

sophisticated relation, the digitally equipped iPod Transport) still offers the best "way in" for someone who enjoys listening to music enough to buy an iPod, to take that one step farther and look into hi-fi for the first time.A second key consideration is price. The PURE i-20 (see p71) is yours for £80. Partnered with a £193 iPod Classic, the resulting combination is more expensive than the Squeezebox Touch, but offers music on the move. In fact, the ability to listen to a piece of music in the house and continue listening to it when you leave is a real boon. Like the Squeezebox, the PURE offers the ability to output a signal digitally to an external DAC for a further boost to the (already very creditable) performance.This cost-effectiveness coupled with the ubiquity of the iPod is why the separate dock is not quite ready for the great bargain shelf in the sky. Serious audiophiles, slavering at the prospect of 24-bit/l 92kHz will find AAC Lossless to be on the ordinary side (not to mention nowhere near as proviso-free to use as FLAC) but for those starting out on the hi-fi path it is more than good enough - and it is something that nearly every one of the millions of iPods sold is capable of outputting.The streamer can claim to be the high performance option for getting hi-fi's talking to computers but the iPod dock is too important a "way in" to hi-fi to be written out of the list of source kit quite yet.

ED SEULLEY
Ed worked in retail before joining some 
of the biggest names in the hi-fi industry 
creating and supporting audio products

WHAT 00 YOU THINK?
Do you use an iPod in your hi-fi system, or 
do you choose not to 'pollute' your set-up? 
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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OPINION
AUDIO ICONS

All hail the BC1?
Spendor's BC1 was probably the most influential loudspeaker of its time, spawning a 

thousand imitators recalls Jimmy Hughes, but it enthralled and frustrated equally

s pendor was unknown when it launched the BCl in the late '60s. Yet within a short while its speaker had received fabulous reviews and wasbeing hailed as a breakthrough. A new plastics material, Bextrene, was used for the bass/mid driver and this promised new levels of accuracy and reduced coloration levels.The design had its roots with the BBC which developed Bextrene as a self-damping cone material to deliver smoother, less-peaky results than paper. The aim was to achieve a smooth open low-coloration mid-band that was comparable to the Quad ESL, but with deeper bass, greater power handling, and none of the ESEs positioning foibles.The cabinet was made from plywood, with internal damping panels to reduce resonance, and (unusually) the 8-inch bass/mid driver was mounted behind the front baffle rather than on
Big tweeter: the professional version had an extra driver

I n the early '70s, 
BC1s were hugely 
aspirational.

I bought a pair in 
1971 and demand 
was such that I 
had to wait 
months just to 
obtain themthe front; a subtle but important design detail that few appreciated at the time - or now, for that matterlThe BCl's Bextrene bass/mid unit might have broke new ground, but high frequencies were handled by the venerable Celestion HF-1300 - a driver dating from the late '50s with limited extreme high frequency response. The original BCl featured just two drive units; commercial BCls employed an extra tweeter.

Tax doesn't have to be taxingTo extend the frequency response to 20kHz - and avoid purchase tax - an STC (later. Coles) super tweeter was added. Back in the days before VAT, certain items were exempt from Purchase Tax if they were deemed for 'professional' (non-domestic) use.The definition of a 'professional' loudspeaker was - three or more drive units and/or one drive unit with a dimension of 12-inch or greater. Hence the absurd - nay, obscene - popularity of EMI's crappy 13x8 elliptical driver, and the amazing number of three-way loudspeakers on the market at that time!In the early '70s, BCls were hugely aspirational. I bought a pair in 1971 and demand was such that I had to wait months to obtain them. They cost almost £200 - a huge sum given I earned about £22 a week at that time. They produced a smooth, well-balanced, if somewhat circumspect musical presentation that was refined and homogenous.BCls would sound great on first-class recordings, but not so good if things weren't to their liking. They were very revealing, but mostly in the negative sense of showing what was

wrong with your recordings rather than what was right with them. However, to be fair, isn't that what a monitor speaker's supposed to do?Those exuberant early stereo recordings from the likes of Decca or Mercury Living Presence, which are so highly prized now sounded brash and edgy when heard on BCls. It's perhaps no coincidence that recordings from the late '60s onwards grew smoother and more refined (less extreme, less exaggerated) due to the rise of this new breed of speaker.I eventually sold my BCls for a pair of Gale 40ls (out of the ^^ng pan...), and by the end of the '70s owned Linn Isobariks - a very different sort of speaker, albeit one that was still based around Bextrene-coned drive units. BCls seemed to have been well and truly eclipsed. But were they?In 1980, I interviewed classical recording engineer John Shuttleworth. A decade or so earlier, he'd penned a glowing (and very influential) review of the BCl for Studio Sound magazine. Indeed, reading his article had helped to convince me to buy a pair of them. As luck would have it, he still had his BCls - the original two-driver design.Hearing John's BCls was a pleasant shock; they sounded crisp and detailed - every bit as impressive as his review had made them out to be. The sound was clean and focused, with the treble much smoother and more integrated than I recalled - all the better for not having that (nasty) STC driver? I thought so ...Would the extra tweeter still have been used had there been no tax break available? I guess we'll never know! •

JIMMY HUGHESA hi-fi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record­
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAT DO YOU THIN K?Did you buy BCls too, or did you find something better at the time?Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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£1699 £1999
CYRUS
CD6SE CD Player 
6xP Amplifier
DYNAUDIO
OM 2/6 Speakers

AUDIOLAB
8200CD CD Player 
82OOA Amplifier
KEF
0300 Speakers

ARCAM FMJ
CD17 CD Player & A18 Amplifier
BOWERS & WILKINS _| 
685 Speakers

MARANTZ
CD6003 CD Player & PM6003 Amplifier
MONITOR AUDIO —
BRONZE BX2 Speakers

SYSTEM OPTION 
change amplifier to 

YAMAHA A-S500 

£699

GUARANTEE
AU prices held until the 

31 January 2011 irrespective 

k of the VAT increase

(E&OE) ________

CLAIM UP TO

AUDIO T STORES

Save £410Save £198

Save £386Save £148

SEVENOAKS 
STORES

Until the merger is complete, which will take a few 
months, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision and Audio T will 
remain separate legal entities.

BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311 
BLACKPOOL 01253 300599 
BOLTON 01204 395789 
BRENTWOOD 01277 264730 
CAMBERLEY 01276 685597 
CARDIFF 029 2022 8565 
ENFIELD 020 8367 3132 
LANCASTER 0152439657
MANCHESTER 0161 8398869 
PORTSMOUTH 023 9266 3604 
PRESTON 01772 883958 
SWANSEA 01792 474608 
SWINDON 01793 538222 
WARRINGTON 01925 632179 
WORCESTER 01905 619059

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. 
Sale/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO).
Advert valid until 31/01/2011. E&OE.

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision and Audio T 

are in the process of merging their respective 
businesses and will become one of the largest 
independent hi-fi and home cinema chains in 
the UK with over 50 stores nationwide.

NEW WATFORD STORE 
RELOCATED TO 
CHORLEYWOOD 
0845 5046364

MOST, BUT NOT ALL, BRANDS INCLUDED.
NB - 30% DISCOUNT RESERVED FOR EX-DISPLAY AND END OF LINE SPEAKERS.

so much more at www.SSAV.com

Sunday Opening
Many stores are open additional hou rs and days 

throughout January. For the latest information visit 
www.SSAV.com or call before travelling

ABERDEEN 01224252797
BRIGHTON HOVE 01273 733338
BRISTOL 0117 974 3727
BROMLEY 020 8290 1988
CAMBRIDGE 01223 304770
CHELSEA 020 7352 9466
CHELTENHAM 01242 241171
EPSOM 01372 720720
EXETER 01392 218895
GLASGOW 0141 332 9655
GUILDFORD 01483 536666
HOLBORN 020 7837 7540
KINGSTON 020 8547 0717
LEEDS WETHERBY 01937 586886
LINCOLN 01522 527397
LOUGHTON 020 8532 0770 
MAIDSTONE 01622 686366 
NORWICH 01603 767605 
NOTTINGHAM 0115 911 2121 
OXFORD 01865 241773 
PLYMOUTH 01752 226011 
POOLE 01202 671677 
READING 0118959 7768 
SEVENOAKS 01732459555 
SHEFFIELD 0114255 5861
SOUTHAMPTON 023 8033 7770 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543 
WATFORD CHORLEYWOOD 0845 5046364 

plEWj WEYBRIDGE 01932 840859
WITHAM ESSEX 01376 501733
YEOVIL 01935 700078

ciRELANDpUBLIN 01 275 1100
PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK

The RRP of a wide range of hi-fi 
and A/V speakers.

Visit www.SSAV.com or contact 
your local store for full details.

Unbelievable value on these systems and more!
Prices may be even LOWER on our website - which is updated daily ■ please check

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Audio T

£499
Also: B&W Zeppelin & Zeppelin Mini ESSAV.com

£1349
SPEAKERS IN STANDARD WOOD FINISHES ONLY

Alsoo Marantz CO6003 CSSAV.com

ARCAM rCUBE

LEEMA STREAM II

ARCAM
SOLO NEO Music System CLAIM

----------- ^-r-r-T—-

ROKSAN CASPIAN 
M1 PRE/POWER

HALF
PRICE

Claim QEDCABLEWORTH £30
AUDIOLAB 

8200CD

Claim HMV VOUCHERS .WORTH £10.
REGARP1

ARCAM
FMJ T32

£699 £469
OR LESS!

Also: NEW Caspian M2 CD & Amplifier CSSAV.com Alsoo Audiolab 8100 Amplifier CSSAV.com Alsoo Arcam rOAC CSSAV.com

Alsoo Marantz M<R603 CSSAV.com

Q 9 3

4««» _ . .

MARANTZ M-CR502DABCLAIM UP TO

£249
OR LESS!

£325
OR LESS!

30%
The RRP of a wide range of hi-fi and 
A/V speakers.
Visit www.SSAV.com or contact your local 
store for full details.
Most, but not all, brands included.

MB - 30% DISCOUNT RESERVED FOR EX-DISPLAY AND END OF LINE SPEAKERS.

Save 
¿146

ARCAM FMJ
A18ï . ■

PIONEER
BDP-LX52

Save 
£146.

LESS THAN

Save 
£700

LEEMA ACOUSTICS
PULSE Ill

£1295
OR LESS! .

FSave
Lf200j

Also: leema Acoustics Antila 11-S £SSAV.com

DENON D-M38DAB

OR LESS!

Q -

]ÚÕÓ

Also: Yamaha CRX-550 fSSAV.com

Alsoo Arcam FMJ A18 CSSAV.com

G

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SALE/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO)

£469
OR LESS!

LESS THANHALF
PRICE

so much more at www.SSAV.com

ESSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
fSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


Ml prices held until the

PRICE SEVENOa<S audio«'SOUND & VISION V-Æ

REAL STORES REAL PEOPLE REAL PRODUCTS ► REAL VALUE
IE&OEI

CYRUS6XP

CYRUS CD6SE

Alsoo Cyrus CDBSE £SSAV.com

Save 
£126

£799
OR LESS!

KEF KHT 7005
A/V SPEAKER PACKAGE

£499
(RRPE799)

Save 
£300

Stunning 5.1 surround sound from only four slim speakers for your flat screen TV

MONITOR AUDIO BX2
KEF KHT 8005
A/V SPEAKER PACKAGE

Save 
£126,

Alsoo Cyrus BXPd £SSAV.com

SONOS
BU250 BUNDLE

(739OR LESS!
Sonos CR100 £99

l£200

ARCAM FMJ 
CD17

¿146

DENON 
TU-1800DAB

I T|

£2291
OR LESS! -■

MISSION MX1

£799
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ B OR LESS!

LEEMA ACOUSTICS
STREAM Ill

Also: Leema Acoustics Tucana II ESSAV.com

Also: Arcam FM J CD37 ESSAV.com

PIONEER NAS5

RRPm9 Also: B&W Zeppelin Mini ESSAV.com

LESS THAN
HALF 
PRICEESSAV .com

£300

£699
(RRPE999)

True Uni-Q 5.1 surround sound from four high definition speakers for large flat screen TB&W 600 Series B&W CM Series . KEF 0 Series... Also Available. CSSAV.com Spendor A5, CSSAV.com Spendor A6CSSAV.com Spendor A9
YAMAHA

A-S500
£297
OR LESS!

Claim HMVVOUCHERSWORTH £50
OLIVE

k03HD

CSSAV.com CSSAV.com CSSAV.com
£899£1295

OR LESS! j

Also: Marantz PM60Ü3 ESSAV.com Also: Olive 04HDESSAV.com

Save 
£70

£469
OR LESS!

SEVEHOAKS 
exclusive

£1099

PEACHTREE AUDIO
NOVA

peachtree

o o ° 0

Also AvailableDecco2................... £849iDecco.................... £999
PLEASE NOTE: PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK. ADVERT VALID UNTIL 31/01/2011, E&OE

0 0 C c
PURCHASE ANY

' PEACHTREE 
AMPLIFIER 
AND CLAIM £100

towards theSONOS PRODUCT
or your choice

so much more at www.SSAV.com

%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
%25c2%25a3SSAV.com
ESSAV.com
ESSAV.com
ESSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
CSSAV.com
ESSAV.com
04HDESSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


SUBSCRIPTIONSSubscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice and receive QED speaker cables, plus 20% off

Get a QED Profile Precision 
loudspeaker cable and 20% 
off the cover price when you 
subscribe for just £11 every three 
months by Direct Debit

qed.co.uk

“All the superb 
quality you’d expect 
from QED cables 
makes the Profile a 
must-have addition 
to your hi-fi system.”

Dan George, Editor

I—ln\A/ myfavouritemagazines.<».uk/hfc/hfcP1A
I IWV IV Call08448482852 quote code HFCP1A

rrj O r Lines °Pen Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm
1 v I Or fill in the form opposite and return by Freepost

30 HiflChoice FEBRUARY 2011 myfavourite
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Why subscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice?
• Receive QED Profile Precision 

loudspeaker cable worth £20!
• Save 20% off the cover price
• Never miss an issue
• All 13 issues delivered straight 

to your door

About the QED Profile 
Precision cables
• Unrivalled ultra-compact performance

• Ultra-flexible 99.999 per cent oxygen-free 
copper conductors

• QED lifetime guarantee

Visit qed.co.uk for more information about 
QED’s extensive cable selection

Overseas 
subscriptions
If you live outside the UK, please call 
+441604251045for our latest prices

UK PRICING

D I'd like to pay £11.00 every three months by Direct Debit 
and receive my QED Profile Precision loudspeaker cable

PERSONAL DETAILS

Title....................................................... forename.

Surname.............................................................Address.

Postcode

Telephone
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HI-FI CHOICE and future Publishing and its group 
companies containing news, special offers and product and service information, please include your 
email and mobile no. below.

.Email.

Mobile no.
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you 
relevant information about their products or services by email Oor SMS O

PAYMENT DETAILS

D 1 would like to pay by Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my QED Profile 
Precision cable (please complete the Direct Debit form below)
(1 understand that £11.00 will be debited from my account every three months)

«
DIRECT 
Debit

Originator's Identification 
Number

768195 Future
MEDIA «ITM PASSION

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits

To the Manager (Bank name)

Address

Postcode

Name(s) of account holder(s), , , ....... a - ^'a ... .... ...... . ........ .... .. .. . ....... . . . ............................ . ......a.. .... a irai •

Branch sort code

Bank/Building Society 
account number

Ref No (Office use jry। r n 11 ! □
5isnatur11(sL

llate................................................ . .....................................................

Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction 
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will be passed electronically 
to my bank or building society.

POST YOUR ORDER

NN4 7XD
OFFER CODE HFCP1A |

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:HI-FI CHOICE SUBSCRIPTIONSFREEPOST RSHB-JSCH-ZUSTFUTURE PUBLISHING10 WATERSIDE WAYNORTHAMPTON
OFFER ENDS 28 FEBRUARY 2011
Direct Debit and free gift offer only available to UK subscribers

HRMS AND CONDmONS: This is a UK-only offer open to new subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. You will receive 13 
issues per year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. Gifts are subiect lo availability. We reserve the right to send you 
an alternative gift of a similar value if this gift runs out. Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts. Your subscription will start 
with the next available issue. lf at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied in any way, please notify us in 
writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive relevant information 
about products or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by post D or telephone O Please tick 
here if you do NOT wish us to pass your details to carefully selected companies to enable them to contact you about their 
products or services by post D or telephone D Details of Direct Debit guarantee available on request.
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KiI ----- I Solutions for better music & monies

^1, Get in touch! email us at hifichoice@futurenet.com
•y or write to: Hi-Fi Choice Letters, Future Publishing Ltd, 

2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

Designed for performance 
Engineered with carbon fibre 
Created for music

See it Hear it Exclusively at
^ww.spendoraudio.com/s1dealers

Audio Designs East Grinstead West Sussex
eastgrinstead@audiodesigns.co.uk

Audio Projects Leeds West Yorks
sales@audio-projects.co.uk

Audio T Brentwood Essex 
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk

Audio T Cheltenham Gloucestershire 
cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk

Audio T Worcester Worcestershire 
worcester@audio-t.co.uk

Billy Vee Sound Systems Lewisham London SE13 
sales@billyvee.co.uk

Harrow Audio Harrow London hai 
sales@harrowaudio.com

Hi-Fi Corner Edinburgh Lothian
rosestsales@hiftcorner.co.uk

Martins Hi-Fi - Norwich Norfolk 
ian@martinshifi.co.uk

Moorgate Acoustics Sheffield South Yorks 
sales@moorgateacoustics.co.uk

Robert Ritchie Hi-Fi Montrose Angus
robertritchie2004@hotmail.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Brighton
Brighton-Hove East Sussex 
brighton@ssav.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Chelsea
Chelsea London SWlO 
chelsea@ssav.com

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Holborn
Holborn London WCl 
holborn@ssav.com

Swiss Cottage Sound & Vision
Swiss Cottage London NW3
info@scsav.co.uk

The Sound Gallery
High Wycombe Buckinghamshire 
thesoundgallery@btconnect.com

Zinc HT Borehamwood Herts 
chai@zinc-ht.com

SPEND OR

Looking for salvation
I read Ed Selley's column, 
Preaching to the converted (HFC 
339)with great interest recently. ‘ 
I've been a hi-fi follower for about 
30years and having just turned 
50 decided I'd like to treat myself 
to a new CD player. I'm not sure if 
it's worth investing £2,000 in the 
latest player or instead diving into 
the world of music streamers - in 
particularthe Olive 3 or 4HD - 
which have caught my eye but 
I've yet to hear.

I recall talking about the future 
of hi-fi with friends in the early 
'80s even before I bought my 
Marantz CD74 in 1985 and we 
realised, that it would head in 
the iPod direction. Of course, at 
the time we didn't know about 
file compression.

We expected hi-fi sound quality 
to improve with time, notto drop 
to cater for the posers who want 
to show off with the latest Apple 
invention. But the public wants 
what the public gets so here we 
are talking about the possible 
end of the CD. Somebody once 
told me the sound quality on 
MP3 is absolutely fabulous. Talk 
about ignorance is bliss. What do 
I know about anything?

One thing which annoys me is 
that one excuse for not wanting 
to own CDs any more is because 
of the time it takes to load one 
into a player and we've got so 
many better things to do with 
ourtime. How absurd! Aren't we 
all just falling victim to a throw 
away society where ring tones 
rule and the quality of sound is 
sidelined as a minority choice for 
the eccentric?

I must admit I feel my age when 
the computer gets promoted as the 
do-it-all way forward for the new 
way of listening to music. Then 
again the Olive 4 is a computer 
isn't it? And yet that appeals to 
me, or maybe it's just the mini 
touchscreen I want to play with! Oh 
dear, I'm confused!
As you say, why can't the music 

download sites offer different 
quality file types to customers just 
like we have the Hybrid CD /SACD 
disc where you are able to hear two 
levels of sound quality according 
to the SACD/CD player you have.

Olive's 3 music server caters for 'old' 
tech like CDs and the new

Anyway, I'll probably take the 
plunge and go forthe Olive. At 
least I'll be able to buy CDs to 
load into it and upload hi-res 
music onto it if I can find anything 
I like which is not available only 
as an MP3 file. Thank you very 
much for a great read and a very 
enjoyable magazine.
Graham Lynn, via email

HFC Ed Selley replies: There is 
still a great deal of uncertainty 
as to what direction digital 
sources are heading. I do 
completely agree with you 
about the reluctance to regard 
streamers and other media 
servers as the clear path 
forward when they are still 
almost totally dependent on 
CD to provide good-quality 
content for them. There are 
improvements in interface 
and control that are well worth 
realising but for as long as CDs 
keep making it into the house, 
there is a sense that they are 
not the finished article. The 
Olive does represent a good 
product in the midst of this state 
of flux as it is well equipped to 
handle formats (including high 
resolution ones on both disc 
and over network).
What annoys me about the 

current situation is how record 
labels cite a lack of demand 
for downloadable lossless 
media without actually 
providing any material to 
test the theory. It is one of 
the most cynical self fulfilling 
prophecies I have seen in a 
while. Hopefully, somebody is 
going to try something vaguely 
innovative before it is too late.

Dark age of technology
I read and enjoyed the recent 
reviews of the iPod Touch 
and Chord Electronics 
system (HFC 340) with a 
slight sense of confusion.

Here we have an MP3 player 
that does just about everything 
short of washing the dishes 
and a £5,400 micro system that 
features a teeny media PC as the 
main source. Your reviews were 
helpful and informative but left 
me feeling deeply uneasy about 
the direction that many audio 
products are heading.

I n both cases, we have very 
clever and extremely talented 
products but audio seems to be 
one of the functions they can do 
ratherthan its primary focus. At 
the same time, a £400 Blu-ray 
player is busy delivering the 
best overall sound quality in the 
group test. ls audio performance 
something that source 
equipment can now deliver whilst 
offering multiple other features? 
I was always keen on the idea 
of dedicated components 
performing a single role. Is this 
view now obsolete?
Ju/ian Vincent, via email

ffFC We have certainly seen an 
increase in source equipment 
that can perform more than a 
single specific function and 
often can do rather more than

PC meets hi-fi in milled aluminium - 
the Chord Chordette Mogul

^ww.hifichoice.co.uk01323 843474
^^w.spendoraudio.com
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WHAT HIFI?
SOUND AND VISION

STEREO SPEAKERS & SUBWOOFERS
BEST STEREO SPEAKERS £3000«

SPENDOR A9

just audio - the iPod Touch 
being one of the clearest 
examples. We still believe that 
there is something to be said for 
a purist approach in audio but 
equally, that we have reached a 
stage where it would be wrong 
to assume that a minimalist 
component will automatically 
outperform a more complex 
one. Equally, we still tend to 
fnd that amplification seems to 
reward simplicity with excellent 
performance and in this area 
we do find that products 
offering to do everything 
often suffer compared to their 
simpler competitors. For 
source equipment, though, we 
increasingly believe you should 
embrace the functionality!On the record
I loved the article on buying vinyl 
Oust for the Record HFC 340). 
I've recently moved to London 
and being given some pointers 
on where I can boost my record 
collection has been a massive 
bonus. There has been an awful 
lot of doom and gloom about 
the passing of the independent 
record store and there has been 
a sad reduction in the number of 
premises, but my experience over 
the last few weeks suggests that 
rumours of its death have been 
greatly exaggerated. By far and 
away the most satisfying aspect 
of bricks and mortar stores is 
wandering in with the vaguely 
held notion of buying a particular 
album and instead leaving with 
something totally different. Used 
vinyl is addictive and my record 
collection is growing apace.
Stuart Hurst, via email

HFC Independent vinyl 
retailers are still alive and 
well although as you say, 
their number have declined 
somewhat in recent years. We 
felt that it was a perfect time 
to remind people that there is 
still a great selection of shops 
that are bucking the trend 
and offering competitively 
priced, good-quality vinyl for a 
discerning public.Heavy mettle
I've been an avid fan of hi-fi for 
over 25 years and I have recently 
been carrying a substantial 
set of upgrades on my current 
system. Whilst I have been 
actively involved in this process 

Weight issues: Denons can be reassuringly sturdy

with home demonstrations and 
the like, I feel compelled to ask, 
why is modern hi-fi - especially 
anything considered remotely 
high end - so bloody heavy? If 
we leave amplifiers out of the 
equation for the moment as good 
amplifiers have always had a bit 
of mass behind them, the weight 
gain of speakers and source 
equipment seems to be crazy. 
As a case in point, my old pair of 

speakers (Rogers) using 6.5-inch 
drivers are roughly a metre tall 
and weigh about 15 kg each. 
I've been listening to a variety of 
models atthe £4-£5,000 point 

and few of them weigh much 
less than 30kg each, and some 
considerably more. All of them 
sound fantastic but I cannot 
believe that this improvement 
in sound quality can purely be 
attributed to the fact that they 
weigh nearly twice as much!
When we start looking at source 

equipment, the correlation 
becomes harder still to apply. I 
can just about understand the 
'high mass' argument applied 
to turntables, but many of the 
CD players that I have been 
demoing over the last few weeks 
have weighed as much as 20kg 
(or getting on for three times as 
much as my retiring CD player) 
and very little I have read about Amazingly clean transparent sound 

seamess integration 
relatively unfussy about positioning 

^WhatHi-Fi

the fundamentals of CD replay 
suggest that an armoured 
box around the mechanism is 
going to dramatically improve 
performance.
So after lugging nearly half a 

tonne of equipment around over 
the last few weeks, I need to ask, 
why is modern hi-fi so heavy?
Ian Macfarlane, via email
This is a question that has been 
asked by more than a few of 
our reviewers over the last few 
years as they have struggled to 
unpack some leviathan that has 

• AG

Outstanding true must hear hi-ft 
^WhatHtti

SOUND AND VISION

AWARDS 2009
arrived for review.
Hi-fi seems to be getting 

heavier. Speaker design has 
embraced dense non-resonant 
cabinets which are heavier than 
older 'thin wall' types. Weight 
gain is part and parcel of the 
performance but manufacturers 
still using the older methods 
suggest improvements are 
not definitive.
Source equipment is harder 

to justify. As you say, a CD 
player should not have radically 
different performance provided 
its isolation is sufficient, 
whether it weighs five kilos or 
50. There is an argument that 
high-quality components will 
increase the weight of the unit 
to a degree but not perhaps 
to the extent that components

STEREO SPEAKERS

BEST STEREO SPEAKERS £1000+

SPENDOR A6

AS

SPENCOR
^^w.hifichoice.co.uk 01323 843474

^^w.spendoraudio.com
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seem to have gained weight by. We 
suspect that part of the reason for the 
weight gain is hie pride of ownership 
that comes with owning something 
that appears to be made out of 
battleship spares. Certainly, we are 
suckers forweighty components - 
once we have lugged them into place!

Off the Radar
I recently decided to upgrade my kit 
and after a fair amount of research 
and listening, I bought a pair of Quad 
electrostatic speakers and the Bel Canto 
Pre2P/Ref1000 combination of preamp 
and power amp. The pairing sounds 
astonishingly good - as I suppose it 
should. I was undecided about whether 
to upgrade my Marantz CD player so I 
looked at your recommendations. With 
neither my amplifier nor speakers even 

For the love of Quad

mentioned, I began to have doubts 
about how wide your trawl of kit goes 
and how reliable your advice is. Is 
there any reason my superb-sounding 
equipment is absent?
Michael Becket, via email

HFC Two words really: space and 
time. We do everything we can to 
review the most important new 
equipment at, or as close as possible, 
to the point of release. With finite 
space in hie magazine and limits 
to the physical number of products 
that we can fit in to any given issue. 
Additionally, some equipment will be 

made available to only one magazine 
in an exclusive agreement which will 
preclude others reviewing it. It is 
for this reason that we have always 
sung the praises of experienced 
and reliable dealers who are able to 
"fill in the gaps" between reviewed 
products. We did review the Quad 
2805 In HFC294 (you don't specify 
which model of electrostatic you 
own) and were extremely impressed 
by it, but it is not mentioned in the 
buyer's guide because of the slightly 
specialised nature of its appeal.

Born without a knob
I was interested in the recent review 
of the Electrocompaniet ECIS Mkll 
(HFC340). In terms of power output, 
connections and price this is absolutely 
where I am looking. I am wondering 
therefore if l am alone in hesitating 
before demoing it because it has no 
volume knob? This is not a phallic 
consideration either, I assume that if 
I push the volume up or down button 
on the front panel, does the volume 
go up or down at the same speed that 
it would on the remote control? This 
would be very annoying. The volume 
knob is much underrated. I can rapidly 
adjust the volume between silent and 
deafening and very accurately fine 
tune the volume level forthe piece I am 
listening to at the time. I appreciate that 
it gives the Electrocompaniet a swoopy 
and distinctive appearance but I can't 
help feel it would be easier to use with 
a volume knob. Am I right to discount 
what otherwise looks like an ideal 
product because of one control item?
Josh Crawshaw, via email

HFC This is down to personal 
preference. We felt that the 
Electrocompaniet was sufficiently 
“normal” in use forthe lack of volume 
knob to go unremarked. The speed 
that the control goes up ordown is 
fast enough for all but hie emergency 
mute (and the remote has a mute 
button for that) and fine tuning 
wasn’t an issue. We take your point 
though hiat hie volume knob is rather 
underrated and takes some beating. 
Whetheir it would put us off buying an 
amplifier that otherwise ticked all the 
boxes would be another matter.

LETTER OF THE MONTH
The home studio divide

I WAS interested in Richard 
Blacks article in the December 
issue (HFC 340) on the differences 
between professional and 
domestic audio, because a few 
years ago I had an acquaintance 
to lunch who was a retired BBC 
sound engineer.

After listening to a CD of Diana 
Krall on my Roksan Caspian CD 
player through Caspian integrated 
and power amplifiers (and these 
were the original Caspians, not 
the more recent Mk1 and Mk2 
versions), bi-amping a pair of 
Living Voice Avatar loudspeakers, 
he commented: "I spent 20 years 
in studios and that sounds as 
good as anything Ive ever heard 
(in a studio)."
Which either says something 

about the quality of BBC pro 
sound or my system - or both! 
Unfortunately, I never asked him 
what he listened to at home.
RoyStockdiU, via email

Knob envy: hopeless longing could 
be a danger with the ECI5

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX 
MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter of the Month winners 
will receive an impressive 
Russ Andrews PowerMax 
mains lead worth £45, 
so drop us a line now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com
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Ml CLiC Universal Music ControlleriPod digital. USB memory stick. 3 digital inputs. 3 analog inputs. Advanced internet radio. Streaming. Ethernet. Wireless. Fixed and variable outputs.
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EXPERT TESTING

□ OUR 
AWARDS

Measurement
But even the most experienced listener, 
with a stack of familiar recordings heard 
in familiar surroundings, can't always 
know what is causing a particular

Howwetest
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business and here we explain why our definitive verdicts count

Hi-fi reviews
No other magazine offers a more reliable standard of hi-fi testing.
Technical Consultant Richard Black explains...

FOR OVER THREE decades, Hi-Fi Choice 

has been trusted for its combination 
of subjective and technical review 
expertise. The crucial consideration 
for any audio component is how it 
sounds, but it is important to back this 
up with laboratory measurements for 
many reasons - everything from the 
wish to check basic performance to 
the possibility of uncovering peculiar 
behaviour under conditions, perhaps 
slightly different from those of the 
subjective tests.

Listening
Subjective testing doesn't necessarily 
require the world's sharpest ears. 
What's more important is the 
experience to analyse the sound 
arriving from the hi-fi and this is where 
our subjective reviewers come in: 
they have been listening critically to 
audio equipment for aeons and have 
learned to identify the characteristics 
that make kit informative, involving or 
j ust plain dull. 

characteristic in the sound. Brightness, 
for instance, may be a function of 
frequency response or distortion and 
this is where measurements come 
in. We analyse a range of parameters 
to see just where the correlation lies 
between sound and design. Ourtest 
equipment has been tried, tested and 
added to over the years and again our 
experience with it is unrivalled.

Straightforward presentation 
We call on that experience to boil down 
the measurements to simple bar charts, 
which show at a glance how well a 
component behaves relative to others 
in its category. It's this combination 
of subjective and technical expertise 
that makes our reviews the most useful 
in the field.

"crucial consideration 
for any audio 
component is how 
it sounds, but it is 
important to back this 
up with laboratory 
measurements ..."

STATE-OF-THE- 
ART HI-FI TECH
HFCs test equipment is the 
most advanced kit available

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
Iudgedto deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER:
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

AT HI-FI CHOICE, we have access 
to some of the most advanced test 
equipment currently available on the 
market, including the Audio Precision 
APx585, which you'll find in the labs 
of many top hi-fi manufacturers. 
The 585 can be configured to test a 
variety of key hi-fi products, such as 
amplifiers, CD players/DACs and - 
with the help of a specially-calibrated 
microphone - loudspeakers.

In conjunction with some 
conventional lab equipment at 
our disposal, the 585 will also be 
used to test analogue playback 
equipment including phono stages 
and turntables. These objective 
measurements -which conform 
to recognised industry standards 
- are designed to complement 
subjective evaluations such as the 
listening panels organised by our 
internationally respected reviewers.

The standard of our test facilities 
is unrivalled in the UK press. Quite 
simply, no other magazine offers this 
level of cutting-edge testing, making 
the verdicts in Hi-Fi Choice the only 
ones you can really trust.
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TURN OVER NOW!
TESTED THIS MONTH: AMPLIFIERS

No other magazine offers an 
equivalent listening programmeRESULTS AT A GLANCE

BLIND-LISTENING TESTS

SIGHTED LISTENING

TECH LABS

^^llR:
5THSYMPHONY

FREQUENCY RESPONSE
Amplifiers should have a response that's flat 
within a small fraction of a dB. We test this by 
sweeping a signal across the band and noting 
the largest deviation.

MAXIMUM USABLE OUTPUT
The basic power measurement is continuous 
sine-wave power into eight ohms. We also 
take into account short term delivery into 
low-impedance loads as welt.

OTIS READING:
THEDOCK OF 
THE BAY

OTIS REDDING

Unrivalled group tests
Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer blind-listening 
group tests, fully backed up with objective data

THIS CRUCIAL test involves relatively 
rapid-fire comparisons of the test units 
for a panel of three listeners who are 
not aware of which product they are 
listening to. Levels are accurately 
matched and the test is conducted with 
the minimum of distractions, playing 
the same programme through each 
system while the listeners take notes of 
whatever pleases or bothers them.

IN ADDmON to the 'blind' test, the 
author also spends a longer period 
listening to each system with various 
items of partnering equipment and 
a wider range of music. Apart from 
the obvious fact that this is how 
most people listen most of the time, 
this also has the advantage that 
interesting aspects of the sound can 
be investigated and different musical

THE POINT OF LAB TESTS is twofold: 
first, to establish basic operating criteria 
for the equipment under likely conditions of 
load, input level, etc. And second, to find out 
what lies behind the subjective observations 
noted. To this end, all the units in this group 
were checked for maximum output power and 
response flatness using basic analogue test 
equipment, plus an oscilloscope to look for 
the onset of overload.

Other parameters were measured using 
a analogue-to-digital converter connected 
to a PC, with the data analysed digitally to 
show distortion, plus intermodulation and 
digital aliasing distortion. Finally, five basic 
parameters are summarised for each unit in 
our unique bar graphs.

In this way, an evaluation free of 
prejudices based on brand, price or 
appearance can be made, while the 
different tastes and sensitivities of 
each listener help round out the 
analysis and make it more widely 
applicable. Occasional repeats of kit 
give a 'sanity check', while years of 
experience help make the process 
efficient and reliable.

styles tried out to see what works, not 
to mention experimenting with such 
variables as listening level.

Long-term reference pieces of 
equipment (some from past reviews) 
get substituted for the kit under test 
from time to time, in order to check on 
performance relative to the rest of the 
audio world, while recordings made by 
the author provide a live reference.

SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO
Ideally, amplifiers should have a better SNR 
than any source they are likely to be fed from. 
This means the target is about lOOdB - noise 
should be at least lOOdB below maximum 
output at typical volume settings.

TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION
Each amplifier is driven to produce 10 watts 
into an eight-ohm load. We measure the 
distortion levels present at this level. lOW is 
real world power and represents the average 
power output consumers will likely use to 
drive their loudspeakers.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE
A low output impedance means good control 
of a speaker driver, while a high one can lead 
to response irregularities. We measure this by 
examining the degree of output 'sag' when a 
load is applied to the amplifier.

HOW WE TEST

□ TESTING EQUIPMENT USED
Source: 
•Cambridge Audio 
Azur 640C CO player
•Cambridge Audio 
DacMagic DAC
•Pink Triangle PT 
Export/SME309/ 
Highphonic MC-AJ
Speokers: 
•ATCSCM20
• Bowers and 
Wilkins803s
Cables: 
Furukawa, QED, 
Wireworld

THIS ISSUE'S 
BLIND PANEL
This months panel of experienced 
listeners from within the industry are ■

IAN GALLOWAY
JOB: MARKETING/ 
PR CONSULTANT
IAN HAS OVER 30 years 
experience in consumer 
electronics, including 
mid- to high-end two 
channel products

TAMRIKO 
SAKVARELIDZE
JOB: MUSICIAN AND 
RECORD PRODUCER
TAMRIKO SPENDS MOST 
of her working life listening 
critically as a piano teacher

ED SELLEY
JOB: HFC STAFF WRITER
ED HAS SPENT the best 
part of a decade selling, 
developing and supporting 
audio products. He now 
works full-time with HFC

3 TEST MUSIC USED
LED ZEPPELIN: 
BPLCK DOG DEFINITIVE 

VERDICTS

THE DOCK

Few, if any, magazines in the world 
can equal our dedication and 
thoroughness in combining blind 
and sighted listening with extensive 
lab tests and detailed internal 
examination of equipment passing 
through our hands. Each of these is 
equally important and it's not just that 
we do them - we also bring to the 
table decades of audio experience.

Our listeners in the Blind-Listening 

Group Tests for example, are experts 
from within the hi-fi industry. Each and 
everyone of them is used to listening 
critically during product development 
and initial product testing. In fact, many 
of them also get involved in making 
recordings and their own music.

One of these is HFC'sTechnical 
Consultant Richard Black, who has 
been involved with designing, testing 
and evaluating audio equipment for a 
quarter of a century.

It's the culmination of all the aspects 
mentioned on these pages that makes 
for the most reliable hi-fi verdicts in 
the business.
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oherent
I Systems

Beauty is not only born for the eye to see, 

it can also be heard... Call 0845 5191833 

to hear what you have been missing!

s.co.uk tel. 0845 5191833

AUDIOPHILE BASE PLATFORMS

From vibration control 
platforms to a full Star 
Base Support system, all 
hand finished to enhance 
your listening pleasure.

For details of your nearest Dealer call 0845 6436299

s.co.uk


COMPETITION

AN AUDIOLAB 8200CD CD PLAYER
TOWIN this superb CD player, please answer the 
following question

WORTH 
£700

What can be adjusted on the 8200CD?
A: Digital filters 
B: Output level 
C: Ride height

Please text your answer to Audiolab A, B, or C to 87474 
visitfuturecomps.co.uk/Audiolabandfolloi " ‘ 
leaving your selected answer and de

The Audiolab 8200CD left quite an 
impression on us when it turned up 
for review in HFC340. Here we have 
a player that uses state-of-the-art 
technology to achieve amazing 
measured performance and (more 
importantly), superb sound quality.

Were the 8200CD offering this 
performance only for CD, we’d have 
still loved it, but the two digital inputs 
and 24-bit/96kHz capable USB input

mean the 8200CD has the potential 
to act as a digital hub for your system 
and give you a remarkable degree 
of future-proofing. And this makes 
us love it even more. Add in clever 
adjustable digital filters and good 
build quality and you have a winner.

Thanks to the generosity of Audiolab, 
you don’t need to take our word for it 
as you can win one of these fabulous 
machines in this month’s competition!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS To enter the Audiolab competition, you can either (a) text your answer to 87474 at any time between 06.01.11 and 02.02.11, or (b) enter online atwww.futurecomps.co.uk/audiolabwithyourentrybeingreceivedbetween 06.01.11 and 02.02.11. By sending your 
entry you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to receive details of future offers and promotions from Future Publishing Limited and carefully selected third parties. If you do not want to receive information relating to future offers and promotions, please include the 
word STOP at the end of your text message or at the end of your postal entry. Texts will be charged at £1.00 plus your standard network tariff rate.

By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be 
deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless 
otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households.

By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the 
Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any 
prize is conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize.
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^^Blind-listeningGrouptest
INTEGRATEDS £1,255-£1,650

The battle of Britain: UK 
integrateds compared 
Amplifiers are the driving force of a great hi-fi system 
and Britain still leads the field. We challenged Richard 

Black and his blind listeners to find Britain's best amp

THE ROLE OFTHEAMPLIAER in a hi-fi system hasn't really changed much since the 1950s. It accepts signals from a handful of sources, selects one, boosts it to a suitable level and drives speakers. And yet the odd thing changes, not least the line up of those inputs.Since about the early 1980s, the most common types of input have been largely standardised line-level inputs with a sensitivity of a bit under 1V and phono inputs to suit moving magnet (MM, high-output) and/ or moving coil (MC, low-output) cartridges.Phono inputs are now found as standard on only a minority of integrated amps, though a few more offer them as an added-cost option. But something else has started to appear with increasing frequency: the digital input. This is a rather more significant change than the inclusion or otherwise of phono inputs, because the digital input requires more than just level­shifting- there's a whole bunch of digital stuff involved including signal reception and conditioning, reclocking and D-A conversion.

But it has a great deal of sense. A DAC is really quite a simple device and, in most instances, doesn't require a huge amount of circuitry and a small module tucked into the back of an integrated amp can be more than 
"As far as analogue 
design is concerned, 
these six amps make 
up a very tight group in 

terms of price." adequate for the task, drawing a negligible trickle of current that's already there and saving a box on the shelf.We have carefully gathered six of Britain's best integrateds, to find a true home-grown thoroughbred.As far as analogue design is concerned, these six amps all use Class AB push-pull outputs and linear power supplies. They make up a very tight group in terms of price and as such appear to compete very fairly against each other.

No test of British 
amps would be 
complete without the 
UK's best-known hi-fi 
brands, Linn and 
Nairn, right? Well, 
you'll notice that 
both brands are 
sadly lacking in this 
Brit-festthis month. 
Why? Well, we're sad 
to report that Linn's 
PR man said: "Linn 
doesn't participate in 
group tests" and 
Nairn has refused so 
many comparative 
tests in the past, 
we've learned not to 
ask. Make of that 
what you will. One 
thing's for sure, most 
of2011's award 
winners will emerge 
from our legendary 
Blind Listening 
Group Tests, so 
you'll know our 
recommendations 
are fully backed-up.

ON TEST

ArcamA38£1,495P43Arcam's current flagship amplifier is a powerful and well-featured unit with enough inputs to satisfy just about any user. with a phono stage being an option that. foronce, doesn't involve sacrificing a line input.I ntelligent use of electronic switching and volume control gives user-friendly possibilities like adjusting the sensitivity of individual inputs.

Creek Destin y 2 £1,600P45Another powerful unit, the Destiny 2 has an unusual and attractive feature in its inclusion ofboth active and passive preamplifier modes, allowing the fussyuserto bypass one stage of amplification in normal use. Wewere veryfond oftheoriginal Destiny: does the recently- released Destiny 2 add or subtract value?

Cyrus8xpd £1,550P47I n terms of raw input numbers, this is the best specified amp in the group, with an impressive 11 inputs. Fiveofthosearedigital, and it seems unlikely many users will be adding external selector boxes to this amp! There's no phono input, though. Output power is notfarbelowthe group average and there's no reason whythis ampshould be exclusive to all-Cyrus systems.

Leema Pulse Ill £1,495 P49 Another amp offeri ng digital inputs alongside the usual analogue ones, the Pulse also features a built-in phono stage suitable for MM and MC cartridges. Its ergonomics are unusual, but take no morethan a moment's acclimatisation and its heart is a traditional ClassAB amp, but it offers good system integration via LIPS.

Roksan Caspian M2 
£1,649P51The stainless steel cover and front panel arrangement are distinctive, but this is a classic line-only integrated with a simple, but perfectly adequate specification, enhanced by a single proper balanced input at the rear. Of particular note is the use of two substantial mains transformers. one just for preamp stages.

Sugden Mystro £1,255 P53Something rather different from the archetypal Sugden, this is a ClassAB amp with a healthy SO^wattoutput. Its provision otinputs and outputs is meagre, compared to the rest of the group, but most music-only systems will be adequately served by three line inputs, plus phono. Internally minimalist, it aims to offer most by doing least.
40 ^Choice FEBRUARY 2011 ^ww.hifichoice.co.uk
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I s cole k
The power to deliver ‘clean’ power

2007 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Sigmas

2007 Sound & Vision
Category Winner 
Hungary
IsoTek GII Mini Sub

Syncro is IsoTek’s latest product and the company’s most advanced mains cable -but it’s also so much more.
Syncro incorporates innovative electronics,
housed in an anti-resonant aluminium case,
designed to synchronise the mains supply in
order to promote a perfectly symmetrical sine
wave, delivering significant sonic improvements.

Stops transformer buzz, a common problem 
referred to as DC on the mains.
Can be used on all high quality Hi-Fi 
separates including mains filters.
Improves sound quality. 
High quality 24ct gold 
connectors.
Advanced power 
cord with active 
shielding. 
Award 
winning 
design 
team.

nero effe ousjfnprovements... 
Whether to

INE

'IsoTek is the leaderin mains conditioning products
Hi-Fi News

2008 Hi-Fi Choice
Best Buy 
IsoTek Sirius

WHAT Hl Fl?
WINNER

2008 Hi-Fi Choice
Silver Category Award 
IsoTek Sirius

'IsoTek is the UK’s biggest name in 2006 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Full System 
Enhancer CD

2006 T.A.S.
Editors Choice
Nordost Thor by IsoTek

2006 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner
IsoTek Sigmas

2006 Hi-Fi News
Product of the Year 
IsoTek Sigmas

2006 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Sigmas

Hi-Fi Choice WHAT M R?

"IsoTek has built itself a reputation as a purveyor of mains conditioners that actually improve(as opposed to just alter) the sound"
Hi-Fi World

2005 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Gemini-6-Way

To obtain your free IsoTek brochure please call:

2003 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner 
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk! ]

2005 Hi-Fi Choice
Editors Choice
Nordost Thor by IsoTek

2005 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Titan

2005 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner
IsoTek Titan

WHAT M FI? i
2005 What Hi-Fi?
Product of the Year 
Hong Kong 
IsoTek Titan

2004 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek GII Vision

2004 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek GII Mini Sub

2004 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner
IsoTek GII Vision

2004 Hi-Fi Plus
Category Winner 
Nordost Thor by IsoTek

01276 501 392 WHAT M H?

info@soundfowndations.co.uk
www.soundfowndations.co.ukwww.isoteksystems.com

2002 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner 
IsoTek SubStation

2003 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk1 j

2003 Hi-Fi Choice
Editors Choice 
IsoTek Mini Sub |Mk11

2003 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner 
IsoTek Mini Sub |Mk11

2003 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Mini Sub |Mk1]

mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
http://www.soundfowndations.co.ukwww.isoteksystems.com


BLIND-LISTENING
INTEGRATEDS 'iDOI IDTPQT 

£1,255-£1,650 GROUPTEST

Arcam
A38 £1,495

large and complex body of sound, 
so one might choose to express 
things in a more forgiving way and 
way that this amp is simply not 
over-fussy.

It's certainly not fussy about the 
music it plays. In terms of specifics, 
it has particularly good bass, strong, 
rhythmic and with good definition 
of pitch. The midband is neutral 
and treble is clear and extended, 
with just a hint of dryness on 
violins, always one of the hardest 
sounds to keep really pure.

A favourite among the blind-listening panel in terms of its 
performance, the Arcam A38 is a solid all-rounder

Cl DETAILS

Origin:
UK/China
Weight: 
9kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
430x110x370mm
Features:
• Inputs: 7 line level
• Optional phono 
stage
• Separable pre- and 
power amplifier
• Dual switched 
speaker outputs
• Headphone output
• Nominal output: 
lOOW
Distributor:
Arcam
Telephone: 
01223 203200
Website: 
arcam.co.uk

ream's amps haven't 
changed much externally 
since the introduction of 
the 'Full Metal Jacket'

range several years ago, but their 
internal design has seen a fair bit 
of evolution.

In its description of the A38, 
Arcam draws special attention to 
the output stage design which, it 
says, is much less sensitive to 
thermal conditions than traditional 
output stages. The issue of 
'warm-up' of audio electronics is a 
long-standing bone of contention, 
some saying it's of little importance, 
while others maintain it's crucial 
for proper performance. What's often 
forgotten, though, is that the 
temperature of the output transistors 
can vary by many tens of degrees 
during the course of a track, as the 
music goes from soft to loud and back.

As a result, we've seen amplifiers 
whose measured performance 
differs markedly before and after a 
burst of loud music. Tackling this is 
possible by various means and 
many designers are aware of it, but 
Arcam's approach is one of the 
most thorough we've seen, using 
special output transistors which 
include on-chip temperature-sensing 
components, thus allowing very 
rapid response to thermal changes.

Those transistors are fixed to a 
substantial heatsink which ensures 
safe operation at high power: this 

is quite a meaty amp as integrated 
models go and it has a large mains 
transformer to support that. 
Opposite that, on the preamplifier 
side of the chassis, there's ample 
evidence of care taken in the 
handling of small signals. The main 
input switching uses reed relays 
(generally considered the 
audiophile's switch of choice), 
which subsidiary switching uses 
solid-state devices. The volume 
control is electronic, with step size 
selectable at 0.5, 1 or 2dB. A phono 
stage is an option.

Sound quality
With very little said against it and 
lots of points in its favour, this was 
one of the best-liked amps of the 
group among our panel of 'blind' 
listeners. Two indeed specifically 
mentioned that it was their 
favourite or joint favourite.

The A38 also achieves an 
excellent balance between voices 
and instruments, something our 
listeners identified as a tricky area 
to get right, particularly in the Otis 
Redding track we used as part of 
the listening programme. If there's 
a slight weakness in its presentation 
it's in the resolution of small 
incidental details, which can at 
times seem subsumed into the whole.

On the other hand, resolution is 
generally very good, in terms of 
hearing what's going on within a

LAB REPORT
In general, Arcam products are no 
nonsense audiophile products that 
tum in a worthy performance time 
after time. TheA38 integrated is no 
exception. We put this amplifier 
through its paces and found that it 
offers a commendable performance.

As usual, this Arcam exceeds the 
manufacturer's listed power output by 
a good margin. We measured 125W 
into8ohms(Arcam listed it as 105W 
into 8 ohms). We measured very low 
distortion (0.0031%) at lOW and this 
contributes to the above average 
signal-to-noise ratio of-104dB for 
both channels.

The only kink in the Arcam was its 
higher output impedance of 0.124 
ohms. This isn't a problem as long 
as you put this integrated with 
relatively efficient speakers.
RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
****

LIKE: Excellent bass, 
good resolution and clear, 
neutral midrange

DISLIKE: Can occasionally 
seem a littlecasualwith 
fine details

WESAY: A fine 
all-rounder with a welf 
judged balance of sonic 
and practical virtues

OVERALL

****
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Q4NIO1
Reference Series

"Canton has produced a good looking, 

beautifully finished floorstander that is unfussy 

about room placement and is free of major 

tonal aberrations"

Authentic. Honest. True.

When the music starts, the world 
fades into the background.
Why worry about yesterday, today or 
tomorrow when you can be taken away by 
the sheer power of a Reference Loudspeaker. 
Canton's Reference speakers are in a class 
of their own, making a big impression 
everywhere and winning admirers.

The loudspeakers in our Reference series 
restore some of music's magic, bringing you 
closer to a live experience - goose bumps 
and all.

"The deep black gloss nnish is 
right up with 86sendorfer 

pianoforte standards"

"Lower registers were present and 
well controlled, with the reflex port 

supporting the manufacturers claims 
for unfussy room placement"

"The opening acoustic guitar 
had sparkle and good presence - 

plectrum, strings and body all having 
commendable realism whilst the 

delicate percussion behind the intro 
was resolved well"

hi-fi news

Available from Audio Visual Experience, 3rd Floor in Harrods. T: 0207 730 1234



BLIND-LISTENING
INTEGRATEDS IDTPCT

£i,2&&-£1,860 GROUPTEST

Creek
Destiny 2 £i,aoo

a key consideration is making sense of the comments left by the listening panel, soon convinced us that what we have here is indeed an uncommonly harmonious marriage between these attributes, with detail plentiful and dynamics subtly but powerfully effortless.If you crave the ultimate in pace you might find this amp a little understated, but it's also worth mentioning that performance, if anything, gets even more assured at high levels.
TECH LABSThe Destiny 2 is a worthy contender in the upmarket stakes and a sublime performer to boot

□ DETAILS
Origin: 
UK

Weight: 
lOkg
Dimensions:
(WxHxD) 
430x80x355mm

F^^res:
• Inputs: 6 line level
• Optional phono 
stage (replaces one 
line in)

• Preamp output
• Dual switched 
speaker outputs
• Headphone output
• Nominal output: 
lOOW
Distributor:
Creek Audio

Telephone: 
01442 260146

Website: 
creekaudio.com

reek describes this model as its 'high-end' offering: that's relative, of course, but it's certainly true that this is the fanciest and most highly specified model ever made by the stalwart of sensible audio that is Creek.It's a very solid device externally, quite slimline, surprisingly heavy, and very smart, thanks to its use of brushed aluminium for top, front and side panels. Fit and finish are excellent throughout and although it lacks the super-thick front panel that's the usual fitment for true high-end audio, it otherwise looks the part to an admirable degree.It's heavy because there's a lot going on inside. A large mains transformer is needed to support the generous power rating and, of course, decent-size heatsinks for the same reason. There's also a remarkably large bank of capacitors, something we've come to recognise as a Creek hallmark: the idea is that ten small capacitors connected in parallel make a more nearly ideal component (lower stray resistance) than one single unit of ten times the value. The circuitry is quite complex, a fair bit of it being for protection against various overload scenarios.Inputs and outputs are typical, with a phono stage being an optional extra, but there's one feature you don't often find, hinted

at by the front-panel button marked ‘Active'. The preamp section of the Destiny 2 can be configured as either passive (no actual amplification) or active with gain of 3, 6 or 9dB. We used passive mode for most listening; active seemed to us a touch brighter, but also very slightly less detailed. No big deal, though.
Sound qualityOver and over again, to an almost comical extent, our listeners commented on how well-balanced this amplifier is. They clearly meant this in more than one sense, both the obvious tonal one and also the subtly different business of balancing the various voices and instruments within a whole. That's a very definite plus, but there are other factors; what of rhythm and pace, dynamics, detail and sheer musical involvement?Interestingly, only the last of these really got a specific mention at all and that favourably. Otherwise, our listeners' language was rather vague, which we've learned from experience is generally a very good sign - a sign that they're too interested in the music to want to write about the sound it makes!Meanwhile, hints at the detail and other factors suggest that these are all somewhere between good and excellent. Indeed, our subsequent sighted listening to this amp, where

LAB REPORT
Building on the success of the original, 
CreekAudio has taken this model to a 
whole new performance level, 
technically. In every category its 
measured performance exceeded the 
group average. While it didn't crush 
the competition in any one 
performance area, it did perform well 
across all five of our categories.

Noteworthy areas of performance - 
it has a very good signal-to-noise ratio 
of-107dB. Users shouldn't notice any 
extreme sound anomalies, because 
frequency response deviation was 
relatively moderate at +/- 0.088dB.

Finally, we measured good output 
impedance of0.06 ohms. In fact, 
the Destiny II should work well with 
most speakers.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES

★ ★★★

LIKE: Excellent tonal 
balance and gorgeous, 
effortless detail
DISLIKE: Some listeners 
mayfindthisamptoolaid- 
back, foritsowngood
WESAY:Asimple, 
no-frills hi-fi component 
that gets to the heart of 
the matter

OVERALL*****
w^w.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2011 M Choice 45

creekaudio.com
w.hifichoice.co.uk


99 of a kind

Following on from the success of the GyroDec Odyssey, we are delighted to be introducing 
the new limited edition Gyro SEduction

Finished in the unique ‘blue steel' and black finish, the Gyro SEduction combines many of the upgrades offered to the 
standard Gyro SE such as HR Power Supply, matching record clamp and black TechnoArm.

With only 99 units available world-wide, be quick to secure your unique opportunity to own this Gyro SE Super Deck.

For further information or to find your nearest stockist, contact

MICHELL ENGINEERING

Tel: 020 8953 0771 / E: info@michell-engineering.co.uk
www.michell-engineering.co.uk

mailto:info@michell-engineering.co.uk
http://www.michell-engineering.co.uk
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£1.265-£1,650 GROUPIESI

Cyrus
Bxpd £i*aao
With its excellent credentials, the shoebox-sized 
8xp dis an amplifier to contend with

□ DETAILS

Origin:
UK
Weight:
6kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
215x75x365mm
Features:
• Inputs: 6 line level
• 2electricalS/PDIF
•2opticalS/PDIF
• USB
• Twin speaker 
outputs
• Dual preamp 
outputs
• Zone 2/tape output
• Headphone output
• Nominal power: 
?OW
Distributor:
Cyrus Audio
Telephone: 
01480435577
Website: 
cyrusaudio.com

ne of the undeniable 
advantages of surface­
mount electronics 
assembly is that it

allows a manufacturer to get more 
into a given space. The Cyrus 
one-size-fits-all case is half-width 
and of quite modest height, but 
this amp includes one of the 
biggest mains transformers we've 
seen in an integrated amp. Behind 
it are the output and preamplifier 
stages and a most impressive array 
of inputs and outputs. There are six 
'normal' analogue inputs, a 'Zone 2' 
output, two preamp outputs, twin 
speaker outputs on BFA terminals, 
a mini-jack headphone output, a 
socket for connection to Cyrus's 
popular PSX-R power supply 
upgrade and no less than five 
digital inputs: two each optical and 
electrical and one USE.

We're absolutely in favour of 
amps growing digital inputs. OK, it 
may not be the absolute ultimate in 
audiophile purity but at this kind 
of price it adds considerable value 
and saves hassle and shelf space.

Mention of the large mains 
transformer and PSX-R give the 
clue that Cyrus is serious about 
power supply quality and that 
theme is followed with extensive 
regulation inside the Sxp d. The

main amplifying circuitry is fairly 
conventional, with good-quality 
modern integrated circuits for 
most signal-handling functions, 
including volume control.

Sound quality
It seems the sound of this amp is 
notably fast and dynamic - and 
that has both ups and downs, 
depending, of course, to some 
extent on the music and each 
listener's preferences. Not 
surprisingly, it went down quite a 
storm in the Led Zeppelin track, 
with plenty of compliments about 
its strong sound, wide soundstage 
and forceful vocals thrown in. At 
the other end of the spectrum, the 
Mahler orchestral excerpt was felt 
a little lacking in drive and 
excitement, but this particular 
piece of music doesn't really have 
much for an amp to get its teeth 
into: rather, one needs great 
control and plenty of detail for the 
track to work well.

The Sxp d does have control and 
detail, but, perhaps, not quite as 
opulently as some of the others in 
this group. It does, on the other 
hand, have good bass, maybe not 
the most extended ever but 
full-bodied and naturally toned. 
Again, it depends a little on

context, sounding at its best with 
a rock drum kit rather than an 
orchestra or church organ in full 
flow. It made a good job of the 
small-scale ensemble in our baroque 
track and one listener described it 
overall as 'clean, but not beautiful'.

We mustn't pass over the DAC, 
which is a strong point in this 
amp's favour, offering clear and 
very well balanced sound, a clear 
upgrade over our resident budget 
CD player and equally assured via 
all flavours of input connection.

LAB REPORT
Like Arcam, Cyrus products 
consistently perform well in our 
tech lab. The SXP dis a sophisticated 
integrated that is packed into a very 
compact chassis. Across the board, 
its performance held up against all 
the competition.

THD+N at lOWwasverylowat 
0.004%. Well laid out internal design 
contributes to an above average 
signal-to-noise ratio of-lOOdB.
Power output fell short against the 
competition, but it does exceed the 
manufacturer's listed figures.
Cyrus lists power output at 70W into 
Sohmsand 115Winto4ohms. We 
measured an output of SOW into 8 
ohms and 129W into 4ohms.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALI(W*****
FEATURES*****

LIKE: Fast, dynamic 
sound. DAC adds value; 
good upgrade potential 

DISLIKE: Soundseems to 
lacksomedetail, particularly 
i n complex music

WE SAY: Probably best 
heard in the context ofa 
Cyrus system, this amp 
hassome great qualities

OVERALL

****
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ZON£2 SETUP

Superior knowledge, 
enhanced performance

'INPUTS
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F

Do you want great sounding Hi-Fi and also the convenience 
of listening to music stored or your computer? With this 
award winning 8 XP d integrated amplifier it's possible to 
have the best of both.

Cyrus has been developing DACs for nearly thirty years and 
through this expertise we produce some of the best sounding 
DACs available. These lie at the very heart of many of our 
models including the 8 XP d amplifier.

With a host of inputs that includes a USB port, you can connect 
a vast array of digital sources including digital music files stored 
on your PC or Mac. With the high quality DAC, lossless formats 
sound best. The 8 XP d will also transform many other digital 
sources such as your PVR, set top box and video game console 
into great sounding Hi-Fi . <
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Cyrus 8 XP, November '09
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CD PLAYERS
BEST CO PLAYER £1500.

CYRUSCDITSE/DACX

Did You Know
Our R&D, Manufacturing and Servicing are all done 
at our headquarters in Cambridgesh ire, England. 
Having all these departments in one place enables 
us to not only design world class components.but 
also allows us to provide outstanding levels of 
customer care to all Cyrus owners worldwide.

Designed manufactured and supported in England by Cyrus.
For the latest news on products or to download a brochure, please visit www.cyrusaudio.com 

Cyrus sales 01480 435577

http://www.cyrusaudio.com


BLIND-LISTENING
£»B0 GROUPTEST

Leema Acoustics
PulSe Ill £1,49&

images are precise and stable and there's no shortage of detail when the going gets heavy. It's just that there is never quite the degree of bass one can get from some other amps and both weight and tonal colour are apt to be missed in direct comparisons. We can report, though, that this is something one easily comes to ignore in longer sessions. Incidentally, the phono stage seems slightly to reverse the main amp's tonality, giving what we felt was better bass overall.
TECH LABSWith its proprietary interface and stylish controls, the Pulse Ill is the next phase in Leema's enviable amp range

□ DETAILS
Origin:
UK
Weight: 
llkg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
435x90x375mm
Features:
• Inputs: 6 line level 
(one on front panel 
mini-jack)
•Phono MM/MC
• 1 electricalS/PDIF
• 2 opticalS/PDIF
• 1 USB
• Preamp output
• Single speaker 
outputs
•Headphone output
• Nominal power: 
sow
Distributor:
Leema Acoustics

Telephone: 
01938 811900

Website: 
leema-acoustics. 
corn

s one of our listeners observed after the veil had been lifted on the amps, "That Pulse looks like a set-top box''. Maybe it does, too - and Leema mentions in its literature that the Pulse is intended to be for all the family. Maybe, indeed, hi-fi with the easy familiarity of a set-top box is no bad thing in this day and age. It's a bit of a deluxe STB, though, not least thanks to the milled-from- solid aluminium front panel and solidly made casework.But it's the navigator-style button array and the blue display that really set the tone. Behind them lurk the clever bits, including an input line-up that features not only phono (MM and MC) as standard, but also four digital inputs: one electrical, two optical and one USB. Further 2lst-century convenience is provided by the front-mounted mini-jack input, allowing quick connection of your iThingy.Internal appointments include the inevitable chunky mains transformer and heatsinks, as well as an output stage based on similar temperature­sensing transistors to those used by Arcam.On the control side, Leema makes much of its proprietary 'LIPS' interface, which helps integrate various Leema products together and construct a full multi-component system.

Sound qualityOur listeners seemed entirely unanimous about the basic character of this amp: it's detailed, lively and quite energetic, but very slightly lacking in bass. Or, at least, it's sometimes lacking in bass. It apparently didn't make this impression in the Led Zeppelin track, where our listeners commented on a rather forceful presentation that suited the music well. Perhaps this masked the bass lightness to some extent, or perhaps it's more to do with the fact that this track, like a surprising amount of rock, doesn't actually do that much with the very lowest frequencies: most of the energy is a little higher up the spectrum.Otis Redding's Sad Song is likewise not particularly bassy, though one listener commented even here that the sound was a little lighter than previous amps had made it. This track benefitted from the good detail and the vocal seemed to be particularly well anchored in the centre - as it ought to be on a mono recording!It was the classical tracks that most clearly showed up where the Pulse III wins and loses. It is great at separating out discrete instrumental lines and at following a melody through thick and thin and it has real vitality that keeps the listener's interest alive. Stereo

LAB REPORT
Leema's newest family of electronics 
represents a good mix of style, 
functionality and good technical 
performance. On its own this product 
measured quite well in our tech lab. 
Distortion levels at real-world power 
were low (0.007%).

This amplifier should have no 
problem handling most loudspeakers, 
because of its relatively low output 
impedance (0.05 ohms). We measured 
an average frequency response 
deviation of+/- 0.15dB. The only area 
the Pulse Ill fell short in was its power 
output and signal-to-noise ratio.

In real-world use, the figures we 
measured (70W into 8 ohms, and 
-90dB SNR) are more than adequate to 
drive most loudspeakers with very 
little noise created by the integrated.

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 
★ ★★★

FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES 
★ ★★★★

LIKE: Clear. detailed and lively sound with very good digital inputs
DISLIKE: Despite good paceandtiming,the deepestbassisalittleshy
WE SAY: Tonal aberrations are the easiest to livewith and there's a lot else to like in this amp's make-up

OVERALL

★ ★★★
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pass

How Much Class A?
□ur meters don’t go to zero like other meters. They show the current draw of the 
amplifier’s circuit, which has a fixed minimum known as the bias. When the meter 
isn’t moving, you are in the Class A region. When the meter moves, you have moved 
into Class AB.

Class B circuits have no bias current, and they enjoy severe distortion due to the 
abrupt transition between the positive and negative halves of the output stage. 
Class A circuits run so much bias current that they have no transition, but they run 
hot as hell. Class AB amplifiers are a compromise, where a moderate bias current 
smoothes the transition, and they operate in Class A until the output current 
exceeds twice the bias current.

How much bias do you want? As much as you can get. The amplifier’s distortion is 
inversely proportional to the bias current. Most Class AB amplifiers operate as Class 
A for a small fraction of a watt. At Pass Labs, the least of our amplifiers operates 
Class A to 15 watts, and our biggest amplifier peaks the 400 watts in Class A.

And that’s why our meters don’t go to zero.

If you would like to know more, Nelson has written a detailed article on the subject 
of bias at www.passlabs.com

Distributed by Select Audio - Tel 01900 813064 - www.selectaudio.co.uk - www.passlabs.com

http://www.passlabs.com
http://www.selectaudio.co.uk
http://www.passlabs.com


BLIND-LISTENING
ÄG^ grouptest

Roksan
Caspian M2 £i,&49With its tuneful performance and natural detail, theCaspian M2 is lined up to be the perfect hi-fi partner
□ DETAILS

Origin:
UK

Weight: 
13kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
435x70x330
Features:
• Inputs: 6 line level 
(one balanced/ 
unbalanced)
• Tape output
• Dual preamp 
outputs
• Single speaker 
outputs
• Nominal power: 
SSW

Distributor:
Henley Designs
Telephone: 
01235 511166
Website: 
roksan.co.uk

oksan started out in turntables, but quickly diversified into amplifiers and theCaspian name goes back a long way in the company's history. This particular iteration is in outline specification, your completely average integrated amplifier circa 2010, with six line inputs, an 85-watt nominal output and no funny business at all, unless you count the deeply funky touch­screen remote control. The appearance is distinctive, though, with that stainless steel top panel and as you'll expect if you know the maker, there are a few interesting touches inside.The most obvious of those, after removing the cover, is the pair of mains transformers which between them take up the left half of the chassis. The big one, of course, powers the output stage, but while plenty of amps have a second tiny transformer to keep remote­control-receiver circuits powered up in standby, the Caspian M2 has a substantial 60VA unit dedicated mainly to powering the preamp portion of the amp. It's a thoughtful touch and apart from any extra quality it may confer on the main (loudspeaker) outputs it should also maximise the quality from the dual preamp outputs at the rear of the unit.

The heatsink is quite big and will manage on its own under most conditions. Beyond it sits the main circuit boards, generously filled with smoothing capacitors for the multiple power supply rails and equipped with relays for input switching. A single balanced input is available at the back, a nice touch.
Sound qualityIn what you'll already have gathered was a very strong group, this amplifier seems to have been one of the best liked by our listeners. Significantly, it put the most emphatic tick in one box that some seemed a little reluctant to address: the bass. In the lowest two or three octaves it seems to have the lot, with extension, power, drive and tuning all just where one wants them. It kept things visceral in rock and classical tracks alike and allowed the full character of low instruments to shine through.That's not to say that the higher frequencies were less than satisfying and the treble was thought very clear and open. The midrange is neutral too, although just occasionally it can be a touch overwhelmed if the bass gets particularly busy. This does have one unfortunate effect in that vocals can sometimes become a little less easy to understand than via other amps. All the same, it's 

not so common that vocals are underscored by really heavy bass and under most circumstances this is just not an issue.Discrimination between different instruments of similar range and weight is excellent. And, perhaps most importantly, there’s that essential ‘you are there' touch that keeps one listening and enthralled past bedtime. The combination of detail, imaging and overall solidity is a potent one and makes a strong case for the Caspian M2.
TECH LABS
LAB REPORT
The Roksan M2 came in close to the 
back of the pack, based on technical 
measurements alone and while good 
on their own, they fell short against 
the competition.

Frequency response deviation was 
below average at +/- 0.23dB. This is 
nothing to worry about, because these 
irregularities shouldn't affect overall 
performance. We measured 83W of 
output power from this integrated. 
This was just below Roksanas listed 
figure, and was below the group 
average. Nonetheless 83W is decent 
power from an integrated.

Finally, the Caspian M2's signal-to­
noise ratio fell short against the 
competition at -94dB, but in reality 
this figure is quite good.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

HrF l:J Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★★
VALUEFOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES

****

LIKE: Excellent bass, 
solid, extended, rhythmic 
and tuneful; verygood 
detailandimaging

DISLIKE: Midrangecan 
sometimesbesubservient 
tothebass

WE SAY: Produces 
sound ofalmost 
tangible naturalness

OVERALL

****
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THE BLACK KEYS
True originals know no boundaries.
It’s like that at eMusic. Give this a listen:

50 FREE TRACKS, on us.
www.emusic.com/HiFiChoice 
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BLIND-LISTENING
INTEGRATEDS IDTF^T

£1,255-£1,65O GROUPTEST

Sugden
Mystro £1*255From a brand with a long pedigree, the Mystro could well be the answer to all your amplifier needs
□ DETAILS
Origin:
UK
Weight:
8kg
Dimensions: 
(WxHxD) 
430x92x310mm
Features:
• Inputs: 3 line level, 
phonoMM
• Single loudspeaker 
outputs
• Nominal power: 
sow
Distributor:
J.E. Sugden and Co.
Telephone: 
01924 404088
Website: 
sugdenaudio.com

w e're not sure how to pronounce the name, but we are sure that this is a Sugden unlike thosewe're familiar with. For over four decades (!) the firm has been synonymous with low-power Class A amplifiers. This one changes everything, offering 50 watts of Class AB power from an all-new circuit. Mind you, in many ways it harks back to yesteryear, offering as it does a mere three-line inputs plus phono, single speaker outputs, no preamp or even 'tape' output, and remote control for volume only.Not the perfect hub for your budding multi-source, multi­format, multichannel system, then. But if all you want is, as Sugden's motto has it, 'simply more music', none of that will bother you and you're more likely to be interested in the minimalist design which uses exclusively through-hole components on a single-sided circuit board, with no frills, no unnecessary signal buffering, relay input switching, motorised potentiometer volume control and an ultra-simple power amplifier circuit.The output transistors are mounted on internal heatsinks which, unusually, do not have any vents above them, Sugden 

evidently relying on heat dissipation through the thin metal top cover and a couple of small vents at the back. Power is derived from a large mains transformer and is smoothed as usual by the reservoir capacitors, but not regulated for any circuit but the phono stage. Physical construction is simple but the thick stainless steel front panel and large, easily grasped, knobs give the unit an air of class.
Sound qualityPower output may be the lowest of the group, but this amp was still well within its ratings at the loudest levels requested by our listening panel.Tonal matter was hardly referred to in the listening notes, with just one mention of excellent tonality. Based on our sighted listening, we're happy to concur with that, having enjoyed both the firm bass and the clear, crystalline treble, plus the spring-water-pure midrange in between. There's a lovely balance between vocals and instruments and the very good imaging helps maintain the illusion of real live performers sitting between and beyond the loudspeakers.As for rhythm and timing, these are also very fine across the board.

The Led Zeppelin track was upbeat and lively, while the classical tracks also had a consistent sense of rhythmic urge. The large-scale Mahler symphony provided the best demonstration of the Mystro's excellent discrimination between instruments, without losing sight of the orchestra in this excellent recording. In the end, the impression everyone seems to have carried away of this amp is of vibrant music-making and a thoroughly captivatin'.; experience.
TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
The Sugden was up against stiff 
competition in this group test. This 
integrated comes in last place in 
regard to its technical measurements. 
It scored below the group average in 
all five of our categories. Measured 
frequency response variations were 
+/- 0.35dB and while this response 
variation isn't bad, listeners may 
notice some sound irregularities.

Distortion levels were higher than 
the group average at 0.085%, but 
this isn't terrible. This integrated 
just won't be as quiet as the 
competition. Based on the low power 
measurement (57W into 8 ohms, this 
exceeds Sugden's listed figure) and 
higher output impedance (0.157 
ohms), we recommend using efficient 
speakers to achieve the full potential 
of this integrated

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUEFOR MONEY 

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES

***

LIKE: Livelyand highly 
convincing music-making 
that keeps feet tapping 
and hearts pounding
DISLIKE: Can fall short of 
the finest detail
WESAY:We'rehappy 
toreportthatthis 
is one very musically 
minded amp

OVERALL

****
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BLIND LISTENING
IDTP^T INTEGRATEDSGROUPTEST £1,255-£1,650

Lab conclusions
The technical specs on all six amps is impressive enough, but coupled with 
performance only one is destined to shine above the rest
TECH LABS

This issue's Blind-listening Group 
Test of British-born integrated amps 
once again shows why technical 
measurement can only ever be 
supplementary to subjective analysis 
when reviewing product.

From a technical standpoint, the 
majority of these tightly price- 
grouped amps measured 
commendably. None of them are 
state-of-the-art, but equally at this 
mid-market price point, you don't 
necessarily get high-end results. 
Nonetheless, a few of them measured 
very well and we would be willing to 
put them head-to-head with much

RESULTS AT A GLANCE 

more expensive integrated amplifiers on 
both subjective and objective grounds.

From a measurement perspective, it is 
hard to separate them. They all 
measured very well, with the exception 
of the Sugden Mystro. From a technical 
standpoint, this amplifier was clearly 
lagging when compared to the others, 
but this didn't mean much in the most 
important test -blind listening. Our 
panel thoroughly enjoyed the Mystro 
with its firm bass, clear treble and pure 
midrange. Which again just goes to 
show, as hinted in the introduction, 
that measurements sometimes don't 
tell the whole story.

The Creek Destiny 2 is the winner from 
both a sonic and technical perspective. 
In the tech lab, this amplifier edged-out 
the competition overall and performed 
exceptionally well in all categories.
Yes, there are integrated amplifiers that 
measure better than the Destiny 2, but 
you have to spend a lot more money to 
get these results.

Sound engineering from Creek Audio 
has led to a product with low distortion, 
minimal frequency response deviation, 
high signal-to-noise ratio, low output 
impedance and a decent amount of power. 
Combine this with great sound quality 
and you have a worthy winner.

TALKING 
POINT

The time-honoured 
quote "straight wire 
from gain" (from the 
late Peter Walker of 
Quad) still describes 
the basic function of 
any amplifier, but 
these days amps are 
doing more than just 
raising the level of 
signals and this 
digital input 
business is adding 
a whole new raft of 
variables. The major 
difference between 
the Cyrus (11 inputs, 
five of them digital) 
and the Sugden (four 
i nputs, one of them 
phono) is indicative 
of how perceptions 
of what an amp 
should do can vary. 
Of course, if you only 
use two or three 
sources, none of this 
matters much.

Key features

Make/model

J

Arcam
A38

«■n
Creek
Destiny 2

Cyrus
8xp d

: •• •

Leema
Pulse Ill

Roksan
Caspian M2

Sugden
Mystro

Price fl,495 fl,600 fl,550 fl,495 £1,649 £1,255
Sound **** ***** **** **** ***** *****
Value **** ★ ★★★★ **** ★ ★★★ *****
Build ★ ★★★★ ***** ***** ★ ★★★★ .. ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★

Features **** ★ ★ ★ ★ ***** ★ **** **** ***
Overall **** ★ ★★★★ ★ **★ **** **** ****

Conclusion A fne all-rounder 
with a well-judged 
balance of sonic and 
practical virtues

A simple, no-frills hif 
component that gets to 
the heart of the matter in 
a most appealing way

Has good qualities and 
excellent flexibility, but 
doesn't seem to offer the 
ultimate sound

There's a lot to like in 
this amp. Particularly 
adept at rock and other 
high-energy styles

A highly convincing 
amplifier that produces 
sound of almost 
tangible naturalness

Basicfeatures, but this is 
one very musical amp. If 
that's what matters to 
you, look no further

Line inputs 7 6 6 6 6 3

Phono input Option Option No MM/MC No MM

Balanced input No No No No : 1 No

Digital inputs No No 2 X opt, 2 X elec, USB 2 X opt, 1 X elec, USB No No

Headphone output Yes Yes Yes No No No

Preamp output Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Lab conclusions E = Excellent| AA = Above average | A=average | BA=average | P =poor

Frequency response + /-0.12dB BA +/-0.088dBA +/-0.12dB BA +/-0.15dBA +/-0.23dBBA +/-O.35dB P

Max usable output 125W (8ohms) E 116W (8ohms) BA BOW (8 ohms) E 7OW (8ohms) BA 83W (8 ohms) BA 57W (8 ohms) E
Signal-to-noise ratio -104dBec -107dBec •lOOdBAA -90dBA -94dBA 84dB BA

THD at 10W 0.003% ec 0.019%A 0.004% AA 0.007% ec 0.005% AA 0.085% BA

Output impedance 0.124 ohms BA 0.06 ohms A 0.076 ohms A 0.05 ohms A 0.067 ohms A O.157ohmsBA
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BLIND LISTENING
INTEGRATEDS/*Uf\l I DTP CT 

£1,255-£1,650 GROUPTEST

Blind-listening verdicts
So, who deserves the title of best british integrated? Our blind listening 
panel and our tech labs guru are unanimous - the honour goes to Creek

NOTFORTHEFIRSTTIME in recent 
issues, we're actually devastated at 
having to rank these amps in any sort 
of order. Quite simply, we found - and 
more to the point, our blind listeners 
found - lots to like about all of them. 
Yes, there were criticisms, but most 
of them were often little more than 
matters of taste in sonic presentation.

If specifications matter to you, 
there's rather more to choose from. 
Between the extremes of the Sugden 
(very limited in and out, lowest power) 
and the Leema (phono, line and digital 
in, all sorts of operational options), 
you can consider details like the 
programmable volume step-size of 
the Arcam, the upgrade potential of 
the Cyrus and the class-leading output 
grunt of the Creek. Looks vary too, of 
course, though Cyrus aside, there's 
not much range in dimensions.

But when it comes to the crunch, 
most people will consider sound first 
and foremost and so shall we. We gave 
full marks to three of the amps here, 
Creek, Roksan and Sugden. That's not 
to say they are all perfect, but in the 
context of affordable integrated amps 

they don't leave one much to wish for. 
Most importantly, they all make real 
music, of the sort that makes you want 
more, more and still more.

Differences in their presentation 
are minor: the Creek may be a bit 
understated for some tastes, while 
the Roksan is possibly a touch over­
enthusiastic in the bass at times, 
but this is what we mean about 
personal taste - some listeners will 
certainly prefer one over the other, but 
we imagine things will be split each 
way. The Sugden is very appealing, 
but occasionally a touch shy on the 
detail front.

Similarly, we'd be most reluctant 
to put any hard and fast ranking 
among the Arcam,Cyrus and Leema 
models. All three play great music 
and they're all well-specified too, 
the Arcam only losing a point on that 
front because it has no digital inputs. 
Simplifying horribly, we'd pick the 
Arcam for tonality and detail, the Cyrus 
for liveliness and dynamics and the 
Leema for detail and 'speed'. Frankly, 
though, we'd give any of the six house­
room with a smile.»

THE WINNER IS...

IF SOUND QUALITY were the 
sole criterion this would have 
been even harder, but the Creek 
just peeps over the high bar set 
by Sugden and Roksan, by virtue 
of its enhanced specification. 
More power (not a lot, but it can 
make the difference now and then), 
more inputs than the Sugden and more 
flexible outputs than either, the active/ 
passive preamp option: all these add value 
to the overall proposition.
It’s very well made, it can be upgraded 

with a good phono stage and when all’s said 
and done it really is very satisfying to listen 
to. In fact, once the bulk of the formal listening 
was done for this test, it was the amp we felt 
most inclined to stay with.

Richard Black looks at three ideal partners for our noteworthy 
amps this month, to make a knockout, high-quality system

CD PLAYER:
Audiolab 8200CD £700
Not only is this a very fine CD player, it's a very fine 
DAC with inputs including high-res-compatible USB. 
It plays astonishingly lifelike music, giving a real 
feeling that the musicians are right there in front of 
you and it manages the rare trick of combining superb 
analytical skills with beguilingly musical presentation. 
Detail and imaging are first-rate, while tonality is very 

even, with beautifully firm bass which never wavers 
even when the going gets tricky in the midband and 
treble. You get to hear all the little inner details in 
familiar recordings, without sacrificing the overall 
flow and musical communication, while the sense 
of rhythmic purpose is also excellent. The digital 
inputs make this a natural for inclusion in a multi­
source modern system too.

LOUDSPEAKER: 
PMC GBl £1,525
This super-slim floorstanding 
model effectively takes up less 
space than most standmount 
speakers, but the increased 
internal volume allows better 
bass extension than most 
standmounts can manage.
Meanwhile, the narrow front 
helps the speaker achieve 
very fine imaging. Like most 
speakers, it takes a bit of 
fiddling with positioning to 
getthe bass just right, but 
once there one is rewarded 
with good weight and also 
good low-frequency pitch 
discrimination. In the mid­
band the tonality is admirably 
neutral and voices are 
particularly well reproduced 
as a result. In general there is 
plenty of detail to enjoy and 
the sound is never less than 
musically convincing.

LOUDSPEAKER:
Monitor Audio Platinum 200 £4,750
It may seem a little perverse to
recommend such an upmarket
speaker with relatively modest 
amps, but we found all six of the 
models here very happy driving 
quite fancy speakers. And 
there's growing support for 
the 'speaker first' school of 
thought these days.
This particular model is a 
substantial floorstanderwith 
four drivers in three-way 
configuration, the tweeter 
being a ribbon unit. While 
that's no 'magic bullet', its 
application here has helped 
make a speaker with unusually 
fine midrange and treble 
voicing. The ingenious cabinet 
and the curved corners keep 
off-axis response even, 
making imaging unusually 
good, while the large volume 
assists bass response.
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CANTON VENTO 820 DCWIEtAfC
STANDMOUNT LOUDSPEAKER £1,200 REVIEWS

Black 
beauties
From Germany's number one speaker brand, 
this Canton stand mount, as Paul Messenger 
confirms, boasts some high-class credentials

□
 espite a number of serious attempts, the majorit of German loudspeaker brands have hitherto had very little impact upon the UK marketplace. Canton, however, certainly has the muscle to change that, via its newly appointed UK distributor Computers Unlimited.The Canton catalogue might be exclusively speaker-oriented, but it's no less comprehensive. The hi-fi section alone comprises no fewer than eight distinct ranges and more than 60 models and the Ventas are close to the top. They consist of five stereo pairs, plus a couple of home cinema extras and sit just below the even more refined Reference models, with which they have much in common.The company headquarters is located in the small town ofWeilrod in central Germany, but much of the production is carried out in its factory in the Czech Republic, helping to maintain competitive prices.This £1,200 per pair Vento 820 standmount is based on advanced cabinetwork and drive units. The former is nominally available in 

A key feature of the 25mm aluminium-manganese tweeter is that the dome and the voice-coil 
are fabricated as a single continuous piece behind a protective grille

four finishes - high-gloss black or white, satin silver and high-gloss veneer - though Computers Unlimited is only listing the high- gloss black and white options.
Enclosure engineeringMore important than the surface finish is the way the enclosure is constructed. By curving the sides and making the rear panel much narrower than the front, the enclosure is made inherently much more rigid (the 'eggshell' effect), while reflections are properly dispersed and standing waves in the horizontal plane are well distributed.The technique used to achieve the curved sides involves shaping six thin layers of fibreboard and gluing them together one-by-one to form a very strong laminated form.One factor that tends to distinguish the larger speaker brands like Canton is that they have the will, resources and motivation to design and make their own drive units. This doesn't necessarily confer an advantage over those that buy in drivers from OEM suppliers, but it does for one thing guarantee exclusivity.

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
Canton Vento 820 
ORIGIN: Germany/ 
Czech Republic 
TYPE: Standmount 
2-way loudspeaker
WEIGHT: 8.7 kg 
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
220x360x315mm
FEATURES:
• Gloss black, white 
or silver finish
• Metal diaphragm 
drivers
• Rear port reflex 
loading
• lx25mm 
aluminium­
manganese 
dome tweeter
•1 x180mm 
aluminium 
diaphragm bass/mid 
driver
•One pair socket/ 
binder terminals
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Computers 
Unlimited
TELEPHONE: 
020 8200 8282

WEBSITE: 
canton.de

TALKING 
POINT

THE TWEETER used 
in Canton's Vento 
820 is an advanced 
variation on its 
established ADT-25 
theme. Canton has 
used finite element 
modeling (FEM) 
techniques to create 
a more rigid dome 
shape and also a 
new flared tweeter 
baffle to improve 
off-axis dispersion 
characteristics. It 
also has a 'short 
coil long gap’ 
magnetic motor 
for best linearity, 
while magnetic field 
simulation software 
was used to shape 
the magnetic poles 
and improve field 
symmetry.

FEM was again 
a crucial tool 
employed in 
designing the bass/ 
mid driver, helping 
to shift the breakup 
modes above the 
operating range. 
Arguably its most 
interesting feature, 
however, is the 
'double-S' surround, 
which improves 
both excursion and 
midrange damping.

Canton has long favoured the metal diaphragms used by both drive units in this two-way design. The bass/mid driver used here is a lSOmm unit with a 115mm diameter dish-shaped aluminium diaphragm. This shape, with its concave cover over the voice coil region, presents less obstruction to the tweeter output than the more conventional convex dust cover. It also features a radical new double- sinusoidal 'wave' surround.The tweeter uses a 25mm aluminium-manganese alloy dome under a moulded phase compensator and a protective grille. A key feature here is that the dome and the voice-coil former are fabricated as a single continuous piece, avoiding any glue-joint weakness.
"One was immediately 
made aware of the 
bonuses that a compact 
and well-engineered 
stand mount can bring 
to the party."

A rear port provides reflex loading to reinforce the bass and a single terminal pair is solidly mounted through a metal plate. This leads to a high-quality crossover using tightly toleranced components, feeding the tweeter at ISdB/octave. Although the tweeter has its own mesh protection, conventional fabric­covered, wood-framed grilles are also supplied. These fit neatly into the driver frames, but are probably better avoided on sound quality grounds.
No disgraceThe Vento 820s were primarily fed from a system comprising a Nairn NAC552 preamp with NAPSOO and NAP135 power amplifiers, driven from Naim CDS3/555PS and Rega Valve Isis CD players, as well as a Magnum Dynalab MD106T FM tuner. Vinyl record players included a Linn/ Rega hybrid and a Roksan TMS3/ Artemiz, all using a Soundsmith Strain Gauge cartridge. Cables were from Naim, Phonosophie, The Chord Company, TM Systems and Vertex AQ, while the speakers were Blu-tack­coupled to Kudos S1OO stands.It's a tough task to bring a small standmount into the listening room in place of a very large floorstander, so it's very creditable that the compact Canton by no means disgraced itself. In fact, it stood up to such a stern test very well indeed. ►
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DEWIEIA/C CANTON VENTO 820REVIEWS STANDMOUNT LOUDSPEAKER £1,200

FEATURES

Some loss of bass weight and power was of course inevitable, but one was also immediately made aware of the bonuses that a compact and well-engineered standmount can bring to the party
No stereotypyingEven though the port here wasn't ideally tuned to match the characteristics of our listening room, the bass end of the little Canton sounded clean and agile, while the sound as a whole showed excellent spaciousness and freedom from boxiness. The stereo image was simply spread around and between the speakers, combining good focus and coherence with no tendency to cluster close to the speaker boxes.Although one is naturally somewhat apprehensive at ascribing stereotypes to nations, German speakers do tend to have a

O Tweeter has a 
25mm aluminium­
manganese 
alloy dome

O 180mm bass/ 
mid driver has 
continuous dish 
shaped profile

OEdgeofmain 
diaphragm is 
terminated in an 
new method

O Curved enclosure 
sides are crafted 
by laminating 
several thin layers

OSinglepairof 
multi-way socket/ 
binder terminals

ORear portnearthe 
topofthe back 
panelis tuned to 
around48Hz

slightly brighter balance than UK designs. Indeed, it has been suggested that this might be related to the observation that speech in the German language has a rather harder edged character with more consonants than spoken English and the speakers are voiced to maximise intelligibilityWhatever the reasons, the Vento 820 standmount is indeed a little brighter than average and certainly doesn't rake the more laid back approach that some UK brands adopt. However, it has an essentially sweet nature that hangs on in exceptionally well and the net result is that it somehow manages to sound bright and open without becoming uncomfortably aggressive.That said, wind the volume up a little too high and voices can take on a slightly edgy quality though that will depend somewhat

COMPETITION IS 
tough around 
£1,200 per pair, 
but the Vento 820 
stands up to it very 
well. That said, most 
of its immediate 
price competition 
is likely to come 
from floorstanders, 
so a true comparison 
should also include 
the price of a high- 
quality pair of stands.

A major strength 
of the Vento 820 is 
its smooth, flat 
response and in this 
respect one of its 
nearest competitors 
is Canton's own 
Chrono SL580DC 
(HFC336), a slim 
£1,500 floorstander 
that has a fair 
amount in common 
with the Vento 820. 
This much larger 
speaker with twin 
bass-only drivers 
naturally has more 
bass output (below 
200Hz), though it 
does lack the stands 
mount's lightness of 
touch and all-round 
sophistication.

Two other 
interesting and 
obvious competitors 
include the PMC 
GBli and KudosX2, 
both classy and 
compact two-way 
floorstanders with 
lively dispositions, 
though neither can 
match the Vento 
820's smoothness.

HOW IT 
COMPARES

on the ancillaries which are used to drive it from further up the chain. The 820's slight tendency to over-expose the presence and top end might, perhaps, sail a little too close to the wind for some tastes, but to our ears that can be a positive advantage, as it helps to make detail clear and voices vety intelligible, even when the system is operating at very quiet, late at night levels.Indeed, apart from its limited bass weight, there are few grounds for criticising the Vento 820. Colorations are well controlled, so that speech sounds clear, open and free from any boxy effects.The dynamic range is impressively wide and dynamics themselves show a decent degree of expression.
Outstanding imagingHowever, its best feature is arguably the outstanding stereo imaging, which seems to make the most of the extra precision that's usually associated with metal-diaphragm drivers. Image focus is particularly good and this helped make it vety easy to distinguish the different characters of pre, power and integrated amplifiers.At one point, during the auditioning, it was necessary to try some different speaker cables. This would normally involve re-introducing a pair of large and costly reference-standard floorstanders to the listening room, but the little Cantons proved comfortably able to discriminate between the cables, rendering the furniture rearrangement quite unnecessaryThis is very fine little speaker, which both sounds and measures rather well. Even though it wasn't ideally matched to our listening room, its sound quality still did a great deal to justify the increasingly popular standmount approach. •

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE HhR Choice

OFWhile the ^^^^1: Although the ^WWNK:manufacturer An in-room ^6dB load here is fairly Aflne frequency Apart from roomclaims87dB, at 28Hz sounds demanding, the balance, especially reflections andour in-room respectable, quite generous through the broad low frequencies,measurement but is largely sensitivityrating midband, only the Vento deliversgives a duetothevery provides more marred bya rise a remarkablysignificantly generous output than ample around the smooth overallhealthier 90dB at around 50Hz compensation port frequency frequency respoose

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY

★ ★★★★
EASE OF DRIVE

LIKE: Fine freedom from boxiness, a coherent. open sound and superior imaging
DISLIKE: Might be a bit bright in some systems; can get edgywhen loud
WE SAY: Reallyemphasises the benefits ofthe stand­mount approach, with great freedom from boxiness

OVERALL
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“Hart, We Love Sound!

September 8th, 2010 
by Jason Kennedy 
Source: HiFi+

See the full review, gallery 
and prices at www.hartaudio.com 
or telephone + 44 (0)1983 612 924 
Give 'em a google too!

The Hart EVO1 
Dual Monitor 
Modular 
Loudspeaker

"Hart has delivered a true 
high sensitivity speaker 
without the difficulties 
inherent icith horn systems. 
No wonder the Quad amp 
sounded so sweet'’

http://www.hartaudio.com
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MICHELL GYRO SEDUCTION 
TURNTABLE AND ARM £2,245

: ■

The art of RECOMMENDED

Hi-Fi
Choice

SEduction
Michell has built just 99 examples of what might 
prove to be the best ever Gyro. Jason Kennedy 
unravels the story of the cool-blue SEduction

he Michell Gyro SE is a T classic British turntable
that consistently scores

W-.r” well in our reviews, so it
didn’t take much for the company to 
tempt us with this limited edition 
version in a ‘blue steel’ and black 
finish. The SEduction version of the 
Gyro SE is being sold as a complete 
package with Michell’s TecnoArm, 
HR power supply and matching 
record clamp. What’s more, there’s 
only 99 serial-numbered examples 
being made.

The Gyro SE has always been a 
good-looking turntable and this new 

finish brings a degree of 
sophistication that you don’t often 
encounter at the price, but do the 
extras warrant the price premium 
over a standard machine?

The centre holds
The Gyro SEduction is a suspended 
turntable with a spring under each 
‘tower’ on the ring-shaped black 
subchassis that surrounds the platter. 
The ring is an aluminium casting 
with weights on the underside to 
balance the tonearm at back right. 
Each suspension post sits on an 
aluminium leg with an adjustable 

C DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Michell Gyro 
SEduction
ORIGIN: UK

TYPE: turntable 
and arm
WEIGHT:
16kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
500x170x380mm
FEATURES:
• Speeds: 33.3, 
45rpm
• Manual speed­
change
• Silver litz arm cable
• DC motor with 0 
section belt
• Separate power 
supply
• Inverted pumped- 
oil bearing
Blue anodised parts
DISTRIBUTOR:
Michell Engineering
TELEPHONE:
02089530771

WEBSITE: 
micheli-engineering. 
co.uk

spiked foot at its base; the set up 
instructions suggest using these feet 
to level the turntable prior to putting 
the subchassis and platter on, but it 
pays to get your support as level as 
possible first.

Set up is a little more protracted 
than with most modem turntables 
and the box contains a fair number 
of bagged components that need to 
be assembled, but the process is 
pretty straightforward and the 
instructions reasonably clear. 
A photographic run-through might 
help the uninitiated, but this is 
where the skills of a competent 
dealer will be invaluable.

We were impressed that the bubble 
in the spirit level, which sits on the 
centre pin, remains central when the 
platter is turning; not many 
turntables are that well engineered. 
The platter itself is made of an 
acrylic/vinyl mix with weights fixed 
to the underside to give it inertia. 
These are usually polished brass, but 
for the SEduction the brass has been 
sleeved in blue-steel aluminium. The 
platter is driven via a round section 
belt and a DC motor in a superbly 
finished cylindrical case that sits 
directly on the supporting surface.
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MICHELL GYRO SEDUCTION 
TURNTABLE AND ARM £2,245

The elements that you don’t get with 
a standard Gyro SE are the TecnoArm 
and the HR power supply. The latter 
uses the Never-Connected system to 
reduce the effects of mains-borne 
noise and has an on/off switch up 
front, but, as there’s a very convenient 
switch atop the motor housing. One 
feature that’s worth investigating is 
the speed adjuster. You can use this 
to precisely set the platter speed if 
you have a suitable strobe disc.

“This is a polished and 
revealing turntable 
that is low on coloration 
and high on detail.”
The TecnoArm is Michell’s variation 
on Rega’s classic RB300 and quite a 
heavily worked one at that. It has a 
different counterweight stub to take 
an underslung weight (two are

provided to suit different cartridges) 
provides full VTA adjustment with a 
pair of threaded collars and has the 
headshell machined to be in line 
with the bearings. What you can 
also see is that there are holes in the 
underside of the armtube which 
reveal foam inside, the holes are 
said to increase rigidity and the 
foam provides damping. The high 
finish quality is achieved with 
bead blasting.

SYSTEM 
BUILDING

FEATURES

OUndersideofarmdrilled 
to reduce resonance

^Q VTAadjuster O TecnoArmcounterweight

MICHELL’S MD 
Steve Rowland 
suggested 
components he 
would use to build 
a system around 
this turntable. His 
cartridge of choice 
is the Benz-Micro L2 
Wood, a low output 
MC with a machined 
Bruyère wood body.

The phono stage 
reveals Michell's 
connection with 
Trichord Research 
and is the excellent 
Dino, preferably 
with its Plus 
upgraded power 
supply. As far as 
amplification goes, 
Steve thinks that 
the Sugden A21SE 
"takes some beating 
for a single box” 
and uses it with 
a pair of ProAc 
DIB floorstanding 
speakers. The 
cartridge and 
amplifier choice 
would likely balance 
the SEduction’s 
slightly lean balance 
extremely well.
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DCV/ICIA/C MICHELL GYRO SEDUCTIONREVIEWS TURNTABLE AND ARM £2,246

HIDDEN TECH

O ArmboardforTecnoArmOMotorisseparatefrom ^O Main bearing
chassisfor isolation

O Acrylicsub-chassis 
supportsdeckon 
suspension andfeet

OOne-piecesuspended 
chassis

Built to last and last
The Gyro SE has always managed to 
combine solid engineering and good 
looks and the SEduction finish does it 
no harm in either respect. Build 
quality is extremely high throughout, 
the inverted oil-pumping bearing is 
both very attractive - thanks to its 
polished brass finish - and rather 
clever in that it maintains lubrication 
at the thrust point where any amount 
of friction is detrimental to sound 
quality The trick is to set the 
suspension up so that the subchassis 
is very close to the felt washers on 
the spider and to centre the springs 
within their cut-outs.

There aren’t many suspended 
turntables around anymore, the Linn 
LP12 is the most obvious competitor 
and in its Majik guise hits a similar 
price point. Avid is another player in 
this sector, its Diva II model has 
elastomer rather than coil spring

©Adjustable suspension 
mounted insidethetowers

suspension, an MDF platter and a 
cast rather than machined finish. 
If you can provide a well-isolated 
support for a turntable, then there 
are a number of very fine solid plinth 
options around including the 
Townshend Rock 7 (HFC 324). It 
doesn’t look quite as good as the 
Michell, but its damping trough 
gives it a mechanical advantage. 
Finally there is the standard Gyro SE 
which can be had with a Rega 
RB301 for £1,340.

Gripped
In many respects the sound of this 
turntable and arm reflects its build 
quality and even its overall appearance, 
it's open by design and open in sonic 
character. It's also polished and 
sophisticated, presenting a coherent 
and extremely stable soundstage that 
delivers genuine sonic holography 
when the right slab of vinyl is on the

THE MICHELL GYRO 
SEduction is a 
refined and revealing 
turntable and arm 
combination thanks 
to the HR power 
supply and the work 
that Michell has 
done on the arm.

Its strongest 
competitor at 
the price is the 
Townshend Rock 

7, which produces 
a rather more solid 
and powerful sound, 
even with a standard 

RB301 onboard. 
The damping trough 
gives it a greater 
sense of calm, but 
the Michell has 
a stability and 
openness that puts it 
in strong contention. 
Another key player 

is Linn's entry-level 
Majik LP12, this isn't 
as revealing or even­
handed, but does 
have communication 
skills that many find 
beguiling. It doesn't 
have the bandwidth 
or the precision of 
the Michell, however. 
We have also had 
great results with the 
Funk Vector turntable 
which with Funk's 
FXR tonearm has a 
similar asking price, 
this doesn't have the 
engineering appeal 
of the Michell, but 
its musicality is 
addictive and owners 
tend to become 
vinyl junkies.

HOW IT 
COMPARES

platter. We started out using a van 
den Hui DDT II cartridge, a brand 
that Michell MD Steve Rowland is 
not keen on, but one that lets the 
turntable produce a good solid 
groove thanks to excellent bass 
definition. We really like the way you 
can hear what's going on with each 
instrument in an ensemble, double 
basses in particular seem more 
nimble and dynamic than usual. 
The Keith Jarrett Trio demonstrated 
this to boogie-inducing effect on the 
Changes album, the way those 
musicians manage to improvise such 
a co-ordinated result really transports 
you when it's reproduced with this 
degree of clarity.

The quality of temporal and three­
dimensional stability is what 
separates this package from the 
regular Gyro SE and we suspect that 
the degree of calm with which the 
system deals with dense material is 
also down to the TecnoArm, which 
helps to deliver impressive depth of 
detail and the stunning imaging that 
comes with it. One older LP of Alfred 
Brendel playing Beethoven was 
particularly startling to the extent to 
which you could hear both the 
auditorium and the nature of the 
recording itself.

And sorted
It wasn't until we got the set up 
sorted that such entertaining and 
impressive results were achieved, 
if you audition a Gyro SE and it isn't 
timing well it's probably a fettling 
issue. In SEduction guise this is a 
polished and revealing turntable that 
is very low on coloration and high on 
detail, the sort of detail that makes 
you realize just how good vinyl can 
be and why it is making such a big 
comeback. With a great slab of the 
stuff it can place the music in the 
room in totally unfettered fashion, 
with instruments and voices placed 
precisely in the soundstage. Gripping 
stuff indeed. •

SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★★
VALUEFO 1; MONEY 

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEA'URES 
*★★★

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Superbstandardof 
engineering and finish, 
open revealing sound

DISLIKE: Not quite as 
straight forward tosetup 
asit seems

WE SAY This turntable 
allowsallofitsmany 
qualitiestoshine through 
and that's rareatthe price

OVERALL
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DENON

CENTURY OF SOUND

Paul Green HiFi Musical Images
Bath Beckenham
01225 316197 020 8663 3777

Frank Harvey Guillifords
Coventry Exeter
02476 525 200 01392 491 194

Unilet Sound & Vision Forum HiFi & Video
New Malden Nottingham
020 8942 9567 01159 622150

AV Land Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Wellingborough Yeovil
01993 442 992 01935 700 078

LRG
Belfast 
028 9045 1381

Loud & Clear
Glasgow 
0141 221 0221

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Sevenoaks 
01732 459 555

Peter’s Hi-Fi
Chester 
01224 405 060

Peter Tyson Rayleigh HiFi
Carlisle Chelmsford
01228 546 756 01245 265 245

Jordan Acoustics HiFi Confidential
Glenrothes London
0800 121 4771 0870 850 7835

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Music Matters
Southampton Stratford Upon Avon
023 8023 2025 01789 414 533

Audio Venue Lintone Audio
Maidenhead Gateshead
01628 633 995 0191 477 167
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http://WWW.DENON100.CO.UK
http://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DENONUK.IRE


FURUTGCH
Pure Transmission Technology

Refinement Has a New Name
Debuting Furutech’s Top-of-the-Line Flux Cable series

Flux Cable Series

Speakerflux

Furutech a (Alpha) OCC Pure Transmission conductors terminated with 
beautifully-engineered high performance rhodium-plated connectors. The 
substantially-built extremely nonresonant connector bodies are finished in 
layered carbon fiber and nonmagnetic stainless steel providing improved 
mechanical damping for greater resolution, clarity, and powerful dynamics. Jumperflux-S Flux-SOfilteJumperflux-B

NEW 2010! FP-1363-S
FP-1363-D
High End Performance BS-1363 wall 
sockets with Pure Copper 
conductors. Rhodium or Gold plated.

FI-UK1363(R) 
Fl-UK 1363(G)
High End Performance UK mains 
plug, straight or angled.

Furutech Co., Ltd. Tokyo Japan

service@furutech.com www.furutech.com

Sound Fowndations
25 New Road, Blackwater
Camberley, Surrey, GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel :+44(0) 1276 501 392 info@soundfowndations.co.uk

6XADL
^^AI_F-4A D=£3IGn LAS5

Introducing Alpha Design Labs
Furutech is justifiably proud of its reputation for engineering, build quality and 
performance, and has won the loyal support of audio enthusiasts worldwide 
for their finely made and beautiful sounding cables and audio accessories. Now 
Furutech greatly expands its reach with a new entry-level line called ADL

ADL GT40 USB DAC with Phono stage !

(Alpha Design Labs). ADL was created by Furutech to imbue its Pure Transmis­
sion Technology into carefully engineered innovative designs that everyone 
can afford. ADL components and cables are made with the same dedication to 
total resonance control and refinement as all of Furutech's many cables and 
accessories.

The GT40 records vinyl and other analog sources at 16/44.1 or 24/96 
using its bidirectional USB connection and switchable Line, Phono 
MM/MC analog inputs, plus it features L/R analog outputs, a separate 
headphone amplifier, gold-plated Teflon-insulated RCA jacks in a 
high-quality aluminum chassis with a beautifully machined volume 
knob. CD Redbook 16/44.1 and especially 24/96 files reveal a vivid, 
captivating sound unheard of at this price.

ALPFA Une - Plus ALPFAUne-1 ALPFAUne ■ 2

Alpha design Labs Tokyo Japan

service@adl-av.com www.adl-av.com

Sound Fowndations
25 New Road. Blackwater
Camberley, Surrey. GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel :+44(0) 1276 501 392 info@soundfowndations.co.uk

mailto:service@furutech.com
http://www.furutech.com
mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
mailto:service@adl-av.com
http://www.adl-av.com
mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk


FURUJJ REVIEWS

Analogue 
appeal
Richard Black discovers a neat little DAC from 
Furutech which doubles up as a phono stage and 
A/D convertor, too - enter the GT40

n last month's Hi-Fi 
Choice (HFC341), our 
Blind-listening Group 
Test concentrated on a

variety of DACs, all of which 
accomplished hi-fi nirvana in their 
own unique way. But this month's 
one-off review of the Furutech GT40 
is something different again. Have a 
close look at the front panel and 
you'll see mention of 'phono'. That's 
right, this DAC is also an ADC and a 
phono stage.

Even as a DAC it's still something of 
a rarity in offering 24-bit/96kHz 
support. But, at least, we can expect 
to see more of this, as the chipsets 
become available.

The headphone socket and volume 
control (which also affects the line 
outputs, by the way) are nice 
additions. But including an analogue­
to-digital converter is a much less 
common step. It makes a good deal 
of sense, given that USB is intrinsically 
a bi-directional interface and 
plenty of folks will have analogue 
recordings they may want to digitise 
for longevity and ease of access.

Computer-handy
But including a phono stage is a 
touch of genius. All one needs to do 

is to plug in a record deck (moving 
magnet and moving coil cartridges 
are supported, selection between 
those and also line level input 
being via a tiny switch at the rear), 
connect the GT40 to a handy 
computer, make at most a couple 
of minor adjustments to the 
computer settings and one is off - 
recording with whatever software 
one favours at a full 96kHz.

We took a little while to latch on to 
how best to use the GT40, as the 
instructions could be more helpful. 
There's no analogue adjustment of 
input level, but the sensitivity and 
headroom seem well judged 
(headroom is quoted plain wrongly 
in the instructions) and using the 
computer's input level control 
can optimise things. The phono 
inputs will handle pretty much 
any cartridge and the line input is 
good for at least 3V input.

You do need to check level on 
the recording software's display, 
though: monitoring via the GT40's 
analogue outputs suggests there is 
overload long before it actually 
happens at the record stage. This 
also means you can't really use the 
GT40 as a phono preamp for your 
line-only integrated.

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT: 
Furutech GT40
ORIGIN: 
Japan
TYPE: 
DAC/ADC/phono 
stage
WEIGHT: 
lkg
DIME^IONS: 
(WxHxD) 
150x65x120mm
^WRES:
• 24-bit/96kHzADC
• Input selectable as 
line/phono(mm)/ 
phono(mc)
• Headphone output
• Volume control 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Sound Fowndations 
TC^HONE: 
01276501392 

WEBSITE: 
furutech.com

Digital filter
Judged as a DAC, the GT40 struck us 
as good but not, perhaps, great. At 
either 44 or 96kHz sampling rate, it 
gives a basically clean sound with 
decent detail, but we've heard more 
precise imaging and also a more 
neutral balance. The upper bass 
seems a little more present than it 
ought to be. Still, timing is good and 
the sound is always enjoyable. High 
treble is a touch cleaner with 96kHz 
recordings and we wonder how 
much of this is due to the use of a 
very slow roll-off digital filter, when 
the sampling rate is 44kHz.

Good detail
As an ADC, performance is broadly 
similar, though it's harder to compare 
things to the status quo, as we are 
really looking at a field of one. Line 
level inputs are captured well (again 
with good detail) and we felt that 
imaging is, if anything, a little better 
than on the replay side. Deep bass 
is excellent, a touch better in our 
opinion than that of the semi-pro 
(Firewire) ADC we used for 
comparison and the treble is nicely 
open and clear.

On the phono
The phono stage is very good with 
moving magnet cartridges: with 
moving coil models it struggles a 
little on the noise front and, as with 
many integrated amp phono stages, 
we'd tend to recommend using an 
external step-up of some sort. But 
MMs give clear sound with plenty of 
excitement and attack and an 
admirable lack of fuss and bother, 
especially with slightly worn records.

Overall, we feel this is a very 
successful device and excellent value. 
It gives hi-res replay for an already 
decent price, with the recording and 
phono abilities thrown in for mere 
pence. Nice one! •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

****
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES

*****

LIKE: Hi-res compatible; 
good, lively sound and a 
particularly fine bass 

DISUKE:MCinputisa 
little noisy; some slight 
coloration in DAC mode

WE SAY: The perfect 
'missing link' between 
analogue and the 
home computer

OVERALL

*****
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Count onCantata
Jason Kennedy looks at the matching 50-watt 
integrated for our favourite CD player of 2010. 
Can Resolution Audio shine with its amps, too?

ast year we had some 
bad news. Resolution 
Audio discontinued one 
of our favourite CD

players, the Opus 21. The good 
news, however, was that it replaced 
it with the Cantata Music Centre, 
which went on to win several HFC 
awards in our 2010 Awards issue. Now 
we have the follow up, a Cantata 
amp in a matching box, containing a 
British circuit design and a less-is- 
more ethos. The 50 suffix indicates 
power output, making this the least 
powerful solid-state amplifier we've 
seen at this price, so what gives?

Power output
Resolution Audio built the Cantata 
50 to be a less speaker-sensitive/ 

more powerful version of its 
predecessor, the Opus 21 s30 
amplifier and has achieved this 
by giving it a larger power supply. 
The new amp has four, rather than 
rwo T-nerwork capacitors, a mains 
transformer that's 60 per cent more 
powerful and a significantly bigger 
heat sink - the top of the casework is 
solid aluminium and performs this 
function. Why does the heat sink 
change things? Because it allows the 
FET output transistors to be run at a 
higher bias and this means more 
power output.

The Cantata 50's speaker terminals 
are a little different. They feature a 
third terminal for earthing the amp 
to the speaker, something that DNM 
Reson cables are designed for, if not

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
Resolution Audio 
Cantata 50
ORIGIN: USA
TYPE: Integrated 
amplifier
WEIGHT:6kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
50x430x230mm
FEATURES^:
• Power output: 
SO watts
• Inputs: 2x RCA 
phono, 2x XLR
• Banana or spade 
speaker terminals

many loudspeakers. It requires the 
speaker to have an internal 
connection to the drive unit baskets, 
which are electrically floating.
Tannoy has included earth terminals 
on some of its speakers, because the 
earthing idea comes from Japan, 
where the Scottish company have a 
strong following.

The speaker terminals are in socket 
rather than binding post form to 
keep the metal content down in true 
DNM style (see Talking Point, right). 
Resolution Audio has not gone to the 
extreme of using Perspex casework, 
but does have aluminium oxide 

• Remote control 
source & volume
• Cantata-link 
system control
DISTRIBUTOR:
Redline
TELEPHONE:
01268858222

WEBSITE:
resolutionaudiio.com

spacers on the FETs attached to the 
heat sink, in order to minimise eddy 
currents that are induced in metal if 
there is an AC field nearby.

The Cantata is a class NB 
integrated with only four line 
inputs (the Music Centre augments 
these with digital inputs). These 
inputs are indicated by a letter 
that shines through the attractively 
retro-style dot matrix display 
alongside the volume level.

We were a little perplexed that the 
amp on the promo picture shows a 
capital letter, whereas our sample 
displays a lower case one. But it 
turns out that you can dedicate one 
input to the Cantata Music Centre 
which gives it priority over other 
inputs and displays as a capital for
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that reason. Input selection and 
volume control can be accessed from 
the front panel, but the system 
remote is an easier option.

The volume control is a switched 
resistor network much like that 
in the Music Centre, but when 
the two are used together (and we 
suspect that this is a good idea) 
the volume control in the player is 
bypassed. You need to connect the 
two units with a bus link to achieve 
full functionality.

Thing of beauty
The most distinctive thing about this 
amplifier is its beautifully machined 
shell, this stunning piece of industrial

CONNECTIONS

O Controlconnection for 
Cantata music centre 

"This amp is a 
tremendously effective 
communicator of the 
musical message."
design makes the Cantata products 
stand out a mile. If there was any 
justice in the world, then this amp 
would be on the front of the finest 
design magazines in the land. It 
probably also accounts for a fair 
portion of the final cost, but when 
you consider its sculptural qualities 
it's money well spent.

Build quality is very high throughout, 
not only is the machining on the shell 

^0 Pairoflineinputs O Pair of balanced inputs

itself state-of-the-art, but the buttons, 
display and connections are all top 
notch. It's not a big amplifier, width is 
about average but height and depth 
are petite, continuing the less-is-more 
theme. The speaker terminal sockets 
are deliberately minimalist and, 
therefore, don't look very classy; but 
there is the option of having 
conventional binding posts, too.

In terms of value, it's not so 
obvious what you are paying for 
apart from the casework, until that is 
you plug in a great source and 
speakers and spin some choice 
tunes. Try as we might, we couldn't 
think of an amplifier under £6,000 
that comes close to the musical

TALKING 
POINT

O Speakeroutputs 
with ground

THE CIRCUITthat 
lies within the 
Cantata 50 is by 
Denis Morecroft, the 
man whose initials 
can be found on 
DNM's very select 
range of Perspex 
clad pre and power 
amps. Morecroft 
is a sharp cookie 
who created the 
T-Network capacitor 
and worked for NXT 
in its prime.

The only DNM 
product you can 
easily buy is its 
solid core cables. 
Speaker cables 
are augmented 
by a third wire 
for earthing the 
speaker to the amp. 
Hence the third 
connection on the 
back of the Cantata.

Another DNM idea 
is that conductors 
and connectors 
should use as little 
metal as possible 
because of the 
signal's potential 
to induce magnetic 
fields within them 
which is said to slow 
the sound down. 
This explains the 
minimalist speaker 
terminals used by 
Resolution Audio. ►
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DEWICIA/C resolution audio cantataREVIEWS AMPLIFIER £3.996

HIDDEN «ICH

O Smallerpowersupplyforpreamp Q Symmetrical amplifier board ^0 Control cable to front panel

Q Large output capacitors

transparency on offer here and that 
equals great value in our book.

Musically engaging
The Cantata Music Centre made a big 
impression and so expectations were 
high for the partnering amp.
As it turned out they weren't high 
enough, as this is the most musically 
engaging amplifier we've heard in a 
long, long time. It's hard to pin-down 
exactly what it does that's so effective 
but it is incredibly fast; it doesn't 
increase tempo but it just stops and 
starts like quicksilver. It also makes 
most amps sound badly time- 
smeared and sluggish. This is partly 
because it's not a powerful-sounding 
amp, it can deliver good scale, but 
can't match the room-filling grandeur 
of real power houses. What it does 
instead, is let you know precisely

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Excellent

Above 
average 
Average

Below average
Poor

We measured a 
+/-0.8dBchange 
in response. 
Users mayhear 
distinct sound 
characteristics

^USABLE
51winto8ohms. 
This Cantata 
exceeds Res 
Audio's power 
specwhich is 
decent enough

^^-TO- 
^NOISE I^TO:
(20Hz-20kHz).
96dBboth 
channels which 
is a respectable 
signal-to-noise 
measurement

lHDfllON:
We measured 
0.003% 
THD+N.This 
means that very 
low distortion 
is created 
internally

0.28ohms- 
efficient speakers 
would be a 
good match for 
this integrated 
amplifier

O Largetransformerforpoweramp Q Onepiece milled aluminium chassis

what's going on in he music and if 
you liked hat music before you will 
be charmed by it tllrough he 
Cantata. The Opus 21 CD player 
proved itself to be extremely capable 
in his regard by providing the signal 
being amplified, we tried another 
player for size and quickly went 
back because this amp is so revealing 
of a source's capabilities.

On he other end of our Townshend 
OCT cables was a pair of PMC fact.8 
speakers, an 89dB sensitivity 
floorstander hat revelled in the 
Cantata SO's company.

The way it reflects the original 
recording is quite startling, the 
speed factor means that transients 
can literally make you jump when 
they strike at the start of a piece. 
Instruments and voices also seem 
very real, it's much easier to

understand lyrics and to appreciate 
just how dirty-sounding an electric 
guitar can be. More sophisticated 
material has a beauty that is totally 
beguiling, melodies are placed front 
and centre and the whole emphasis 
is on the music rather than the 
sound. Rather a lot of amplifiers 
work hard to deliver an impressive, 
rich and powerful sound that 
somehow manages to put the music 
in second place, but good sound 
alone is a novelty that wears thin.

This amp is a tremendously 
effective communicator of the 
musical message, once an album is 
playing it's a struggle to take it off 
unless the house is on fire or you 
think of another album that can't 
wait. A good example of the sound/ 
music conflict is Wyclef Jean's Thug 

Angels. This is a well produced and 
substantial modem recording that 
can sound glorious with its fast bass 
line and multi-layered vocals. But, on 
most occasions, we only listen to the 
first minute and get the idea. Here 
we stayed for the full six-and-a-half 
and enjoyed them to the max, 
despite the lack of gut-churning bass.

BECAUSE irs a 
very fast sounding 
design, the Cantata 
SO's competition 
comes from the 
key players in the 
pace, rhythm and 
timing brigade. It's 
natural prey would, 
therefore, be Naim's 
NAC 202/Hi-Cap/ 
NAP 200 pre/PSU/ 
power combo at a 
similar price point 
or a Rega Osiris 
integrated (£6,000).

While it's less 
powerful than those 
hea^weights, the 
NAP 200 offers 
70 watts and the 
Rega 162 watts, 
it is more neutral 
and fleet of foot so 
long as you use a 
reasonably sensitive 
loudspeaker.

The Copland 
CTA405 would make 
a very interesting 
comparison. It has 
the same power 
rating, but totally 
different approach to 
circuit design.

DNM's pre/power 
amplifiers are the 
only examples of 
the art that are 
likely to beat the 
Cantata at its own 
game, but they are 
less powerful, more 
expensive and 
as rare as rocking 
horse poop.

Densely packed
The Cantata 50 is a hi-fi product 
for he music lover rather han 
the audiophile. It provides a lot 
of what he hi-fi nut enjoys in its 
pacey delivery. very low distortion 
and densely packed detail, but it 
doesn't set out to wow with scale 
or power. Rather it concentrates 
on getting he music to he speakers 
without damaging its temporal or 
emotional integrity.

It's also hi-fi for people with an 
aesthetic understanding and an 
appreciation of great design. You 
only have to look at it to realise it is a 
thing of beauty, far removed from the 
dumpy boxes we're so familiar with.

Here's another winner from 
Resolution Audio, hen. The bar has 
been set for 20ll's amp newcomers. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 
★ ★★★★

VALUE FOR MONEY 
★ ★★★★

BUILD QUALITY 
★ ★★★★

FEATURES

****
OVERALL

UKE:Astonishingspeed 
and life-affirmingmusicality
DlSUKE:Anotherinput 
might be useful and it 
doesn't 'feel' like a 
£4,000 amplifier
WE SAY: This perfectly 
formed amplifier reveals 
thatthe language of music 
iseasytounderstand

*****
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ARCAM

GENEVA

Bowers&Wilkins

vitaaudio

ARCAM High Quality iPod Docks & Radios

High Quality 
Streaming Products

40 years of expertise in sound and vision make Audio T 
the perfect place to choose the latest technology...

Music streaming devices from Sonos, Nairn, Olive, Peachtree and Arcam. The very best 
sounding iPod docks from B&W, Arcam and Geneva. Plus the latest in 3D projectors from 
JVC and Sony or 3DTVs from Panasonic, Sony, Philips and Samsung.

We are trained in these technologies and can help you set up the products in your home. From 
the affordable to the sublime you can be sure to find what you are looking for at Audio T.

Please visit our stores and 
check our website for the 
very latest special offers, 
deals and huge discounts 

we have on offer.

00000000
O •

Winter Sale

ARC

3M?

BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311
basingstoke@audio-t.co.uk
BLACKPOOL 01253 300599
blackpool@audio-t.co.uk
BOLTON 01204 395789
bolton@audio-t.co.uk
BRENTWOOD 01277 264730
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk
CAMBERLEY 01276 685597
camberley@audio-t.co.uk
CARDIFF 029 2022 8565
cardiff@audio-t.co.uk
ENFIELD 020 8367 3132
enfield@audio-t.co.uk
LANCASTER 01524 39657
lancaster@audio-t.co.uk
MANCHESTER 0161 839 8869
manchester@audio-t.co.uk
PORTSMOUTH 023 9266 3604
portsmouth@audio-t.co.uk
PRESTON 01772 883958
preston@audio-t.co.uk
SWANSEA 01792 474608
swansea@audio-t.co.uk
SWINDON 01793 538222
swindon@audio-t.co.uk
WARRINGTON 01925632179 
warr ington@ audio-t. co. uk
WORCESTER 01905 619059
Worcester @audio-t. co. uk
All Shops are closed on Sundays and 
Mondays except during the Sale 
- see the website for details

BRIGHTON 01273 609431 
brighton@audio-t.co.uk
BRISTOL 0117 926 4975 
bristol@audio-t.co.uk
CHELTENHAM 01242 583960 
chelteifham@audio-t.co.uk
EPSOM 01372 748888 
epsom@audio-t.co.uk
OXFORD 01865 765961 
oxford@audio-t.co.uk .
READING 0118 958 5463 
reading@audio-t.co.uk
SOUTHAMPTON 
023 8025 2827 
southampton@audio-t.co.uk
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
01892 525666 
tunbridge@audio-t.co.uk
The stores below operate in 
association with
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mailto:bolton@audio-t.co.uk
mailto:brentwood@audio-t.co.uk
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HI-FI I HOME CINEMA | AUTOMATED SOLUTIONS
Based conveniently in central Guildford. P J Hi-Fi has specialised in the 
demonstration. provision and installation of quality hi-fi and home cinema 
for over 20 years. Our dedicated demonstration rooms allow you to listen in 
comfort to a range of exceptional products, whilst our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff are always on hand to answer any questions you 
moy hove.

Whether you ore looking for your first genuine hi-fi system. wont to creote 
a bespoke home cnema or w’sh to distribute music and movies throughout 
your house. PJ Hi-R can provide a solution to suit all budgets and criteria

As o truly independent retailer we are proud to soy !hot we hand select. 
test and scrutinise all the products !hot we supply. ensuring o consistent 
standard of quality and reliability over our entre range of equipment.

Drop in today to discuss your requirements or phone / email 
us to book a demonstration.

Visit our dedicoted demo rooms ot:
&Br/dpe Street
Guildfor J
Surrey
GUI 4RY

Opening hours:
9am-6pm Monday to Saturday

Telephone:
01483 504801 or01483 304756

Email .
infa@pjhifi.ca.uk

Web:
^^.pjhifi.co.uk

► ►►►►►►►► The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford

mailto:infa@pjhifi.ca.uk
pjhifi.co.uk


DIGITAL IPOD DoCKE£80 REVIEWSPURE brilliance
PURE's ground-breaking £80 digital iPod dock 
brings hi-fi sound to Apple devices for pin money. 
Ed SeUey plugs in 2011's super transport

□ DETAILS
Product:
Pure î-20
Origin:
UK/China
Type:
Digital iPod dock/ 
transport
Weight: 
255g (less PSU)
Dimensions: 
(HxWxD) 
117x135x75mm
Features:
iPod transport with 
coaxial and optical 
digital outputs
I nternal 24/192-

he iPod transport, a dock 
that extracts a digital 
signal to output to an 
external DAC, has been

with us for a few years now and the 
price of models has drifted 
progressively lower. From the £2,000 
MSB iLink (which only worked with 
a specially modified iPod), we now 
have the PURE i-20 which will 
function with any iPod connected to 
it and will produce the all-important 
digital signal for a princely £80.

If this was the only feature the i-20 
offered, we would be fairly 
impressed. PURE has other ideas, 
however. The i-20 will also take the 
digital signal it extracts from an iPod 
and run it through an internal Cirrus 
4353 24-bit/l 92KHz-capable DAC to 
a pair of analogue outputs. PURE 
claims a 105dB signal-to-noise ratio 
which is more than respectable 
under the circumstances. To add a 
final ribbon to an already appealing 
bow, the i-20 will output composite, 
S-video and component video (the 
latter rwo formats via special cable) 
to show video material from an iPod. 
In short, this is an incredibly well- 
specified device for the asking price.

Plain Jane
This very comprehensive feature set 
is concealed within a relatively plain 
exterior. The i-20 feels solid and well 
thought out, but it would be 
stretching matters to call it 
attractive. The supplied remote is 
easy to use and works well from 
reasonable range, but the small size 
and slim design will likely condemn 
it to a life down the side of a sofa 
cushion if you are not very careful 
about where you put it down.

On balance, these minor aesthetic 
grumbles are worth the trade-off for 
the remarkable feature set and the 
effort that has gone in to making the 
i-20 as slick to use as possible. We 
tried the i-20 with a variety of iPods 
and found connection was instant 
with all of them. Connecting an 

iPhone with the phone nerwork still 
active produced no cellular ticks and 
buzzes, even when the phone was 
called whilst playing back in the 
i-20. One minor bugbear is that the 
output level of the iPod in part 
decides the analogue output of the 
i-20. Unless the iPod is set to full 
volume, the i-20 will not produce 
the posted output voltage. This not a 
huge problem when the iPod is in 
the dock, but unless you remember 
to correct it before reverting to 
headphones, there is the potential 
for a brief but ear-frying burst at 
maximum volume level.

Assured
These operational gripes can be 
forgiven because where it matters, 
the i20 is an assured performer.

capable DAC
Supports composite, 
S-Video and 
Component video 
Full remote control of 
docked iPod
Distributor: 
PURE
Contact 
08451489001
Website: 
pure.corn

Initially connected by the analogue 
outputs, the i-20 produces a clean 
and engaging sound. Lossless files 
ripped from CD via iTunes retain the 
same sonic character as the original 
and the internal digital to analogue 
conversion of the i-20 is the equal of 
a well-sorted, sub-£250 CD player.

Vocals are well presented and 
instruments sound believably real. 
Very complex pieces can find 
themselves becoming slightly 
muddled with less separation 
berween instruments and musicians, 
but the i-20 is never unpleasant to 
listen to.

A no-brainer
Connected to an external DAC - in 
this case we tried a Cambridge 
Audio DacMagic and an Audio Note 
DACl - the PURE is essentially 
transparent and the overall sound 
quality will come down to the DAC 
used. As might be expected, both 
DACs offered greater insight into the 
same lossless recordings over the 
analogue outputs but for those on a 
budget, the i-20 would be a 
respectable performer on its own 
before adding a DAC at a later date.

As a final additional talent, the i-20 
displays a good-quality video image 
over component, even when blown 
up on to a 42-inch screen.

Bargain
In terms of the performance offered 
and the potential for upgrade, the 
i-20 has to be considered a bargain. 
Anybody building an entry-level 
system around an iPod will find the 
i-20's ability to perform more than 
credibly on its own, before offering a 
simple upgrade via any one of the 
many DACs now on sale, very 
appealing. We would have been 
delighted to see a bare minimum 
iPod transport at this price, so what 
PURE has achieved with the i-20 is 
remarkable. iPod hi-fi has never been 
so obtainable. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

★★★★★
BUILD QUALITY 

★ ★★★
FEATURES

UKEAmazzngvalue 
for money; strong 
performanceviadigital 
and analogue

DISLIKE Notthe best 
looking dock; some minor 
usergripes

WESAY: Bargainwayto 
get hi-fi sound from Apple 
devices, the best so far

OVERALL

*****
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DEVIEIA/C ROTEL RCX-1500KEVICW3 ONE-BOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1,195

Just add M 
speakers^
Rotel has consolidated its hi-fi know-how into 
just one £1,200 box, adding streaming for that 
21st century touch. Richard Black investigates

he term ‘all-in-one 
system’ is becoming more 
and more ambitious as 
more bits and bobs come 

to be considered standard parts of a 
system. With the RCX-1500, Rotel 
has arguably enlarged the envelope 
compared with previous products 
we’ve encountered under that 
general heading. Ute obvious bits are 

there - CD player; DAB and FM 
radio; amplifier; line input and a 
couple of digital ones - but the 
RCX-1500 goes a lot further.

Indeed, thanks to the awesome 
power of the internet, it goes almost 
infinitely far. The ‘killer feature’ 
here is the inclusion of internet 
connectivity (usually wireless, 
though you can cable it up to your 

C DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Rotel RCX-1500
ORIGIN: China
TYPE: One-box 
hi-fi system
WEIGHT: 8kg

DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
391x144x343mm
FEATURES:
• CD transport
•DAB/FM radio
• Internet radio
• Network music 
player
•USBA-socketfor 
portable music 
players including 
iPod
• Analogue line input
• Headphone output
• Preamp output 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Bowers and Wilkins
TELEPHONE:
01903221500

WEBSITE:
roteLcom

router if you prefer) and Rotel has 
gone to some lengths to make this a 
very flexible way of accessing music, 
with value-added bits tagged on 
along the way.

Wireless down the wires
Internet radio is truly one of the 
wonders of the age. Where FM is 
theoretically capable of accessing a 
few dozen stations in a given 
location and DAB can manage a 
hundred or more, internet radio 
currently offers something in the 
region of 15,000 
of them. At least, that’s the official 
figure. A few are only part-time, 
some never seem to be accessible 
and for copyright reasons some are 
supposed only to be available from 
certain geographical locations.

But even if as many as half are 
ruled out on those grounds and half 
of the remainder are excluded on 
grounds of abominable sound quality 
(and there is certainly some of that



„ ROTEL RCX-1500 DEt/irUM*
ONE-BOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1,195 REVIEWS
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out there, sorry to say), that still 
leaves more stations than you are 
likely to browse through in an 
evening or two, especially as more 
are being added every week.

Obviously this all assumes you’re 
in an internet-enabled household 
and if you’re not, you don’t want 
an RCX-1500. We couldn’t actually 
get it to do anything other than 
play CDs until we had got its 
internet connection set up and that 
caused us to spot one of the unit’s 
(few) operational weaknesses: it 
needs a ‘dongle’ to be plugged in 
at the rear to access wireless 
computer connections. The dongle 
is supplied, but one might not spot 
it at first. On turning on, the unit 
doesn’t seem to realise that the 
dongle is missing, but just gives 
error messages about finding no 
network. Surely a message like 
‘insert dongle’ or ‘connect to 
computer1 or something equally 
helpful could be displayed?

FEBRUARY 2011 Hit Choice 73

INTERNET RADIO 
makes available the 
output of most of 
the world’s ‘regular’ 
radio stations and 
plenty more that 
only broadcast 
on the internet. 
To receive these 
stations, one 
needs a broadband 
internet connection 
and a computer 
ora device like 
the RCX-1500. 
Quality varies, 
between 22kbps 
and 320kbps. 
Sortingand finding 
stations can be a 
major headache, but 
Rotel’s use of the 
Reciva site makes it 
about as good 
as it gets.

Computer, computer
Now if a bit of hi-fi is connected to 
the internet via a router it’s 
effectively also connected to your 
home computer(s). They probably 
have some music on them, in

“There is still no single 
perfect way to play all 
music sources under 
all circumstances”

While we’re in critical mode, we 
might mention the rather plain 
display, which carries four lines of 
nice clear text, but doesn’t make for 
the most obvious navigation of, well, 
anything, really. The front panel 
buttons aren’t bad and the remote 
helps, but again isn’t quite the best 
we’ve seen. In particular, finding the 
station one wants, from the however- 
many-thousand available by the time 
you read this, can be tricky.

But — and this really is a pretty big 
‘but1 - Rotel has been rather clever 
and largely pre-empted this problem. 
In the instructions is a pointer to 
Rotel’s own internet radio website 
(connected with Reciva, the de-facto 
homepage for internet radio in

general), where one can register 
one’s RCX-1500 and also select 
stations to add to the list 
of ‘My Stuff which the RCX-1500 
itself accesses when it connects to 
the internet. This effectively 
populates a list of preset radio 
stations, with the operational ease 
that comes from a desktop or 
laptop computer and all the 
features of a full-on Reciva web page. 

In addition, via the Rotel radio 
page, one can store music online 
for easy listening, compile ‘custom 
radio stations’ playing music of a 
style one likes and more, all thanks 
to various online music services 
that clever folks have dreamed up. 
No doubt more will come.

TALKING 
POINT



DCV/IEIAfC ROTEL RCX-1500REVIEWS ONE-BOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1,19&

Q&A...
WE SPOKE WITH ROBERT BURN, 
ROTEL'S GROUP SERVICE
MANAGER, ABOUT THE RCX-1500

HFC: We're used to Rotel as very 
much o seporotes-oriented range. 
How does this sit with that ethos - 
is it a full-on change of direction?
RB: Not a change in direction as such - more an extension of what we are about. We recognise that some people will prefer the convenience of a 'one- box'solution that can easily integrate with external sources such as interned radio, home media servers and the iPod.
Is the digital power amplifier 
technology Rotel's own?No-we take advantage of the performance of IcePower modules in the RCX-1500.
With oil that computer interfacing, 
there's no straightforward USB 
input which would probably suit 
those who like to use their own choice 
of computer file player. Why not?Well, you do have the option of connection to your computer via a network or via the S/PDIFinput - fun forthe more technical type of person. Network Attached Storage also provides a convenient music file storage medium. As regards the USB input itself at the time that the product was conceived, the iPod lead the field and most do feature a USB interface of some sort. Hence you could argue that the RCX-1500 is geared toward that kind of product.That said, the product will play music files stored on a regular memory stick, following whatever folder structure that you put on it.
Who do you see as the likely 
purchaser of this unit?We hope that it would appeal to the 'newbie' who has little inclination towards digital music storage or internet radio, but wishes to develop an interest in ether direction. The functions and method of use are geared towards ease of use. We also hope that it would appeal to the more 'audiophile' type of person seeking a product which can provide excellent sonic performance from radio, CD and networked sources.

Q Tunerboard Q NetworkingboardOZAmplifieroutput 
board

O Servo and DACboard

OlnhalerCDdriveatthe 
biottom of the Chassis

iTunes in some folder on the drive.
If you have a recent version of a 

media player on a computer that's 
compatible with 'uPnP' and file 
sharing is enabled, the RCX-1500 
can access and play music on the 
computer. Amusingly, our review 
sample picked up that we had PURE 
Digital's 'PureServer' installed on our 
local PC and so was able to play 
music via that before we'd even got 
round to checking if our copy of 
Windows Media Player was up-to- 
date and the correct version.

This is a pretty powerful feature, 
giving as it does access to all the files 
one might have downloaded or ripped 
from CD. And the good news is, that 
it supports practically all conceivable 
file formats. Of course, the inevitable 
MP3 and WMA are there, plus MC, 
but much more impressively so are 
FLAC, WAV and AlFF, meaning that 
you can enjoy full-quality sound, at 
least to CD standards from your 
computer. All that's required is for the 
computer to be turned on. We even 
got a 96kHz-sampled track to play, 
though it wasn't entirely stable. Still, 
uncompressed 16-bit/44kHz audio 
over wireless is not to be sneezed at.

Not enough for you? There's a USB 
socket on the front of the RCX-1500, 
for USB sticks and so on, but in the 
most modern manner it also supports 
iPods. Yes, this is a fully digital iPod 
dock, transforming your iPod into

Q Powersupply

another kind of 'bit bucket'. All the 
file formats we could think of to try 
are supported, so again you can have 
full-CD-format audio, pure and 
uncompromised. The Rotel's 
transport controls or those on the 
iPod than be used.

In practical terms, all this is 
achieved in a unit which is actually a 
little narrower than most current 
hi-fi, about the height of a powerful 
integrated amp and just a little 
deeper than most of that breed, if 
one includes the dongle in the 
measurement. It has a conventional 
linear power supply but sports a 
switching power amplifier, feeding a 
single pair of speaker terminals at the 
rear. There's a preamp output for 
feeding a remote amp. The CD 
transport is a slot-loader - a bit slow 
and mechanically noisy - and not the 
greatest glory of the unit, but it 
functions just fine. Component 
quality is decent, with a high-spec 
Wolfson DAC chip included.

Cheery sounds
With so many options on hand, it 
seems easiest to fall back on an old 
favourite - and a comfortably known 
quantity - and listen first to a few 
CDs. Rote!, of course, has made some 
very fine CD players and amps in its 
time and we hoped some of them 
would prove to have rubbed off on 
this unit. In fairness, it's not fully up

74 th Choice FEBRUARY 2011 ^^w.hifichoice.co.uk
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ROTEL RCX-1500 DCWICIA/C
ONE BOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1.19& REVIEWS

CONNECTIONS

O Separate DAB and FM Etherne! and USB
aerial connections connection OGood-qualityspeaker 

terminals O Ethernet connectionfor 
networking

^0 Digitalinputs Q Line input and pre-out

to the standards of the best, sounding a little closed-in at times. But it's a little hard to know where to set the benchmark, in terms of price: how much of that £1,195 should one allow for the DAB, FM, internet and USB- input stuff? If one judges this as about £700-worth of CD player and amp then it's actually very decent.Like quite a lot of switching power amps we've heard, it presents energetic and rhythmic music, with a very likeable bass, which may not always be the most incisive but always sounds plausible. There's good detail across the midband and what little coloration we could find is really nothing more than a slight accentuation of the lower midband. Treble is where the RCX-1500 starts to struggle a little, lacking the crystalline purity and insight of the best separates kit, but again it's never less than listenable.
TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Excellent----------------------------------------------------------------------

D^^^At95watts,it's just a shade below the notional figure, butstillalotforsuch a comprehensive unit
l ntoan8ohm resistive load, response is decent. Into real speakers it varies a little more

I^^^W: Under most real- world conditions, distortion stays below0.1%and eventhen is mostly comprised of low harmonics

D^^^ 
1^^:Noise isn't completely banished,but it compares well with the baseline ofCD performance

A’^^GE:Test signals from CDshow around 300psofwhite- noise jitter, not state of the art, but respectable.

It's a little pointless talking about the sound of DAB and internet radio: being quite heavily data-compressed, they tend to dominate the performance of most replay equipment of this kind. The FM receiver is OK, though not vastly exciting, with a rather rough sound even under near-perfect reception conditions. With an internal wire antenna it really struggles and we imagine it's intended as little more than a fall-back.
NetworkingThe optical and electrical digital inputs are good, if not amazing and the USB input definitely adds quality to sounds stored on portable players. And then the 'Network' input, which means music on your computer, is also a clear improvement on most ways of connecting a computer to a hi-fi. No, it doesn't sound as good as the best of the USB-input DACs in

ONE OFTHE MOST 
popular all-in-ones 
at present is the 
Arcam Solo Mini, 
which we reviewed in 
our Ultimate Group 
Test in HfC333.At 
£750 it's a good 
deal cheaper than 
the RCX-1500, but it 
doesn't do as much. 
Specifically, it lacks 
the internet and 
network capability 
of the Rotel.In 
terms of sound, 
the comparison is 
interesting. The 
Rotel is considerably 
more powerful, but 
apart from that, the 
two share quite a 
few characteristics, 
including a slight 
lack of certainty in 
the treble.

Where the Arcam 
scores is in detail. 
The Rotel has a 
cheerful and easy­
going sound, but it's 
inclined to be a bit 
casual with detail, 
while the Solo Mini is 
surprisingly precise 
given its price and 
features. The Solo is 
also much smaller, 
so it will probably 
appeal more for 
the office or spare 
bedroom system. 
Overall, though, the 
Rotel seems to be 
very successful in 
a field of, currently, 
just one!

HOW IT 
COMPARES

our recent Blind-listening Group Test 
(HFC 341), but it sounds an enormous amount better than the analogue output of a normal computer (or even a respectable soundcard). And it's wireless!There is still no single, perfect way to play all music sources under all circumstances, for all users. And this is fast becoming something of a Holy Grail for forward-thinking audio companies, as we shift towards non-physical media on drives.For some, a laptop computer with a USB-connected DAC may still tick more boxes than this unit. But for those who prefer the straightforward look of a bit of 'real hi-fi', or who prefer a desktop computer to a laptop, the Rote! is one thoroughly accomplished and very neat way of doing practically everything a computer does without actually being a (normal) computer. •

Hi-Fi Choice
' OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Really does do just about everything: lively and energetic sound from all sources
DISLIKE: NoisyCDtransport
WE SAY: Certainly one of the most all-round capable single-box systems we've seen,this unit does an impressive amount of stuff

SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

★ ★★★
BUILD QUALITY

*****
SPECIFICATIONS 

★ ★★★
OVERALL
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peachtree audio

^Choice^
RECOMMENDED

For more information and to find your local dealer, 
please call 0208 358 9593 or email digitalhome@unlimited.com

You certainly seem to get your money's 
worth with the Peachtree Nova"

Hi-Fi Choice 2011

"The Nova is a Joy to operate"
Hi-Fi Choice 2011

mailto:digitalhome@unlimited.com


DYNAVECTOR DV-20X2L DCI/IEIAXC
MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE £499 REVIEWS

Needle­
sharpDynavector has added two new moving coils to its small, but well formed range.Jason Kennedy finds out what they can do for your vinyl

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Dynavector 
DV-20X2L

ORIGIN:
Japan
TYPE:
Moving coil 
cartridge
WEIGHT:
9.2g
^WRES:
•Output: O.JmV

•Compliance: 12 x 
10-6cm/dyne
• Stylus: micro ridge 
nude diamond

• Tracking force:

w e have yet to encounter a 
Dynavector cartridge that 
we don't like, but new 
ones don't come along

very often, so when two arrive like 
buses on a cold night, it's a cause for 
celebration. Ab is the Japanese 
company's style, the new DV-20X2 is 
available in low and high output 
varieties, the low output version 
requires a transistor phono stage or 
step-up device, while the high can be 
used with valve and MM phono 
stages. This, combined with a 
traditional two-gram down-force, 
makes the DV-20X2 a very easy 
cartridge to accommodate on 
modern turntables, or even older 
ones so long as they don't have a very 
low mass arm.

Flux control
AB the name suggests, the 20X2 is 
the second incarnation of the 20X, a 
cartridge whose lineage goes right 
back to the eighties. The 20X2 
distinguishes itself with a new body, 
the body in fact from the £1,000 XX22 
Mkll. It's made in machined 
aluminium and provides a rigid 
mounting for the otherwise nude 
generator and magnets. The flanks 
provide protection for the delicate 
innards and make alignment 
considerably easier. In fact, 
this is the easiest Dynavector 
we've ever set up, hardly any 
kerfuffle at all.

The cartridge benefits 
from Dynavector's softened 
magnetism and flux­

damping technologies. 
These are two methods 
by which the company's 
founder Dr Tominari, 
claims to minimise magnetic 
fluctuation. Something 
that while only minimal 
in MC cartridges is, in 
the doctor's opinion, 
detrimental to sound 
quality It's possible to see 
the coil winding that is 

designed to damp stray magnetic flux 
on the front pole piece of the 20X2.

The 20X2's stylus is the same 
micro-ridge as found in Dynavector's 
l 7D3 moving coil. It's bonded to a 
6mm-long aluminium pipe cantilever. 
Signal is generated with the aid of 
neodymium magnets, the H model 
producing 2.8mVand the La more 
modest 0.3mV

Solid gone
The new bodywork makes the 20X2 
look like a lot more cartridge than its 
predecessor, but this Dynavector is 
as solid as anything in the needle 
world. Value is really down to sound 
quality for the money, there are no 
features to consider, but if there were 
then ease of installation puts this in 
the top league.

Its competition comes from 
Goldring's Legacy (£595), the 
Ortofon Rondo Blue (£525) and the 
Grado Reference Master (£599), a 
wooden-bodied moving magnet. 
The Goldring is probably the 
strongest, but we didn't find that it 
has quite the openness and power 
of this Dynavector.

1.8-2g
• Recommended 
load impedance: 
>lOOOohm
DISTRIBUTOR:
PearAudio
^mWE:
01665830862
WEBSITE:
dynavector.co.jp

On the record
We set the 20X2L up in a Funk 
FX-R tonearm aboard the trusty 
Townshend Rock 7 and got the vinyl 
spinning, a process that continued 
way longer than the job required, 
but it was just too good to stop. 
It took a little bit of fettling to get 
the best result, raising the downforce 
to the maximum recommended 
proved beneficial for instance, but 
that done there was an awful lot of 
musical detail flowing from the 
speakers. It doesn't have the speed 
of its brother the Karat l 7D3 and the 
bass is a little on the relaxed side, 
but the midrange and highs are 
extremely fine. With a great phono 
stage it achieves a degree of 
openness that is truly mesmerising. 
That's with the right record, of course, 
but that's almost any record that ain't 
heavily compressed and contains 
great music as far as we can tell.

The way that the various 
instruments and voices in a mix are 
presented in relation to one another 
is particularly good, as is the ability 
to cope with denser passages without 
the soundstage closing up.

Match point
Just to make sure all the bases 
were covered, we tried the 20X2L 
in an SME 20 with Series V arm. 
This resulted in a similarly inspiring 
result and one where the bass was 
distinctly tighter. Which suggests 
that this more conventional turntable 
is a better tonal match.

We also found that the DY likes 
a high-input impedance, 47kohm is 
usually best for MMs, but this MC 
sounded its best with the phono 
stage thus set.

This is a powerful, precise, 
revealing and open cartridge that 
warrants hi-res ancillaries, but will 
work a treat in any respectable 
turntable. In other words, the search 
for a Dynavector that we don't like 
will have to go on! •

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****1
VALUE FOR MONEY
****1
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES 
****

LIKE: Revealing and open sound from a well-built and easy-to-align MC

DISLIKE: No stylus guard makes for less than relaxed installation
WE SAY: The latest body change keeps Dynavector at the forefront of the affordable MC market

OVERALL

****j
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RECOMMENDED

ADVANCE ACOUSTIC MCD-204
CD PLAYER £795

Advance 
guard
Finding good sub-£1,000 CD players is getting 
harder. But as Alvin Gold discovers, the French 
have lots to offer UK ears

B
stablished as recently as 
1995, Advance Acoustic 
was originally a loudspeaker 
brand, which added 
electronics in 2002. The MCD-204 is 

one member of its second tranche of 
electronics components, replacing 
the MCD-203 M II. The products are 
designed locally and built offshore. 
Respectively, this means France - the 
parent company is Advance Paris - 
and China, which helps explain the 
unusually attractive pricing.

For those familiar with the MCD- 
203 Mk II, the new model has a

'heavier' mechanism, while the DIA 
converter 'chippery' has been 
improved to enhance resolution to 
24-bit1192kHz (this is the resolution 
of the chips, not the musical output 
which by definition is red-lined at 
16-bitl44. lkHz.

Monoblock inspired
Other improvements are aesthetic, 
including a stunning black and silver 
front panel inspired by the MAA-705 
monoblock and the MPP-505 
preamp. The remote control is 
unexciting visually, but it is based on

CDETAILS
PRODUCT:
Advance Acoustic 
MCD-204
ORIGIN:
China
lYPE:
Compact disc player
WEIGHT:8kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
440x100x430mm

FEATURES:
• Compatible with 
CD-DA, CD-R/RW, 
MP3-CD
• HDCD decoder
• Hybrid valve output 
stage
• 24-bit 192kHz D/A 
converter for each 
channel
• Available in black/ 
silver finish
DISTRIBUTOR:
Advance Acoustic
TELEPHONE:
01623517000
WEBSITE:
advance-acoustic.
corn

a die-cast aluminium carcass, so it 
can't easily be faulted.

The MCD-204 is built around a 
rigid, partitioned chassis, providing 
physical isolation between the 
different functional blocks and 
reducing the possibility of 
interference between them. The 
metal mechanical component is 
suspended, then fixed on to a double 
frame to avoid vibrations during 
playback. The power supply section 
includes a torroidal transformer 
driving multiple regulated and 
stabilised voltage supplies.

The DIA stage uses two analogue 
devices 24-bit/192kHz Delta Sigma 
DIA converters. Where other players 
would interface the DAC to the 
outside world using a simple 
microprocessor-based output stage, 
the MCD-204 uses something much 
closer to a full-blown audiophile 
preamplifier output, whose active 
devices are a pair of 112AV7 low- 
signal level valves.

The player can read CD, CD-R and 
MP3 CDs and is also compatible with 
HDCD-coded discs. There are 
single-ended and balanced analogue
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ADVANCE ACOUSTIC MCD-204 DEVIElAfCCD PLAYER £796 REVIEWS

outputs and digital outputs in optical, coaxial and AES-EBU flavours.
Kick the tubeWhat makes the MCD-204 different is that it has a valve output stage at a price that would be typical of a
CONNECTIONS 

mainstream solid-state design. We're not fully convinced that the player quite makes the most of what could be a spectacularly good output stage, but it doesn't do badly and the hardware complement under the lid is undeniably impressive.The MCD-204 behaves like most CD players, except it does take a minute or so before it becomes responsive after you hit the power button. This is the time needed to kick the tube output stage into life - a count-down timer keeps you appraised of the situation. Left to its own devices, the player will eventually power itself down, which is a fashionably green thing to do.
Balanced outputThe player was nm in and warmed up prior to use, but it went through these standard procedures quickly and without dramatic changes in sound quality. For early listening the balanced output was used (with one-metre Transparent cables driving a Krell FBI, but it no obvious audible benefit in this arrangement, though there might have been had longer cable runs been involved.Either way, the MCD-204 is a clean, tidy-sounding player, easy on the ear and without obvious vices, though arguably it's slightly 'slow'-sounding (a finding that is sometimes associated with high- jirter levels). It generates a warm, full sound, harmonically rich and to this extent involving and informative. This is the valve heritage.Imagery was expansive and stable too, in both the width

A

THE MCD 204 is 
up against some 
worthy opposition 
from the likes of 
Arcam with the 
CD 17. At£700, 
it has an arguably 
lighter weight 
sound, but is also 
a refined, civilised 
sounding player.

The similarly 
priced Cambridge 
Audio Azur 840( is 
a particularly good 
all rounder, with the 
kind ofresolution 
and 'snap' that 
sometimes seems 
slightly short 
changed by the 
French player.
The other models 

in this price category 
that demand to 
be shortlisted are 
the Nairn CD5i and 
the Roksan Kandy 
K2, both of which 
are heavyweight 
performers and, like 
the other named 
players here, are 
well turned out and 
readily available.

HOW IT 
COMPARES

and depth planes, but where we feel slightly short-changed with the MCD-204 is with its snap and on-the-ball timing of the very best disc-playing hardware.The player tends to be most impressive with large-scale material (Verdi's Requiem is one example) and with orchestral material generally. It is less impressive with some of the non-classical material. The snap and propulsive timing that can make Mark Knopfler such an exhilarating performer, or accentuate the darkness of Sara McLaughlan's voice seems diluted on the MCD-204.Nevertheless, this player never ceases to impress us. For example,"What makes the MCD- 204 special is a valve output stage at a price typical ofa mainstream solid-state design."it does wonders with Christianne Stotijn's stunning mezzo-soprano voice and Fleischer's Beethoven from an old, bur viral recording on CBS of the Beethoven Piano Concertos, with the Cleveland Orchestra.
A qualified hitDedicated CD players are becoming less common in the headlong rush to compressed audio and iTunes, so this player will be a welcome addition to the ranks of affordable CD players - even without the hybrid technology. But the balanced output doesn't show any obvious advantages over the single-ended and, as with many valve-based designs, there is something slightly lazy about the sound. That said, we don't doubt it is a lot better than its predecessor. Musically it is a qualified hit, easily good enough for a well-deserved recommendation badge. •

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTSOUND QUALITY
****VALUE FOR MONEY 
★ ★★★★BUILD QUALITY
****FEATURES

LIKE: Valve output stage gives a full blooded, warm and attractive presentation 
DISLIKE: Noheadphone socket; lacks the snap and timingofthe best players
WE SAY: Warm valve^ flavoured sound, harmonically rich and inviting

O Choice of balanced and 
unbalanced outputs OChoiceofelectrical, 

digital, optical and AES 
digitalouputs

©Adjustable mains 
voltage

O Largeisolatingfeet OVERALL
****
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Introducing the new Olive 4HD. 
Choice without compromise.

The new ultra quiet ZTB Music server *

Store up to 20,000 high-resolution HO 
tracks in 24 bit. With more than 250 
times the resolution of CD's, you'll hear 
the difference immediately.

Use the high-resolution touchscreen 
to select by genre, artist or album; 
flip through album covers; do a quick 
search; or save internet radio stations as 
favorites.

To control your Olive 4 from anywhere 
in your home, get our iPhone remote 
app.

Find the music you want - fast.

GENRES • BLUES

ALBUM ARTWORK • CLASSICAL
ALBUM NAME ♦ JAZZ

ARTISTS
TRACKS •
PLAYLISTS ‘

10:25 PM O OCX ■

ROCK/POP

Connect multi-room Olive 2 Hi-Fi Play­
ers to a wired or wireless home network 
and you can access your music library 
and enjoy it in high fidelity in every 
room of your home.
Easily integrates with your current

* Olive 4HD Music Server. from around £2200 at !!real Hi-Fi stores nationwide

Just insert a CD, tap import on the 
touchscreen and a few minutes later your 
music is appropriately tagged and neatly 
categorized in your music library. Your 
Olive 4 Hi-Fi Server holds up to 6,000 
CDs in original quality.

Unlike listening to your music on a 
computer, iPod or MP3 music players, 
the Olive 4 Hi-Fi Server combines a 
high-resolution DAC, optimized circuit 
design, CD quality digital sound, ultra­
quiet hard drives and passive cooling to 
eliminate fan noise to deliver the best 
possible hi-fi audio experience

Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs
01235 511166
www.henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk


EAR-1 -I
KLIPSCH IMAGE X101 Dd/IEIA/C

CANAL HEADPHONE £229 REVIEWS

Total 
KlipschWith a sleek line of in-ear earphones, US giant Klipsch is finding favour with discerning mobile music fans. Dan George plugs in

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Klipsch lmageX10i
ORIGIN:
China
TYPE:
Type ear-canal 
earphone
WEIGHT:
10g
FEATURES:
• Balanced Armature 
Driver
• Bass reflex system
• World's smallest 
and lightest in-ear 
(claimed)
• 1.25m cable

also have to be based on sound quality - more on this later.
Close callWe've sampled plenty of in-ears and yet the XlOi seemingly gets the balance just right. Although not the easiest to drive, or the most dynamic (not easy for any in-ear), they are natural-sounding, which is all any music lover could hope for. Noise isolation is reasonable: we've heard better and the aforementioned custom moulds are the ultimate if you've the money, but the ergonomic ear-canal fit keeps plenty of noise oute first discovered good things from Klipsch's svelte bullet-shaped in-ears following around-up for our sister mag T3, back in 2010. The company swiftly suggested we try the new XlOi, clearly confident that it was a good match for demanding ears. But that's not all. Klipsch also stated that this was the world's smallest and lightest full-range earphone and so naturally we got excited, because small and light so often equates to all-day comfort, a close second to sound quality.Of course, discerning readers will want an in-ear to do two things: accurate music reproduction and adequate noise isolation and to this end, our long-term reference earphones have been the costly ACS T2 at £500, complete with custom-made moulds. In the real world, however, affordable in-ears can't have such tailor-made luxuries, but the £230 XlOi still offers a respectable claimed -2ldB noise­reduction and a spec sheet that's certainly audiophile-orientated.

Nuts and boltsWhat truly marks the XlOi out from its rivals is its negligible weight (10 grams!) and tiny dimensions, which equate to real ear-canal comfort and a sensation of 'nothingness'. To achieve the low weight, the XlOi has an aluminium body, nicely finished with copper anodising. The 'tails' - the black sections at the end - are said to serve as an acoustic damper, cutting noise and reducing stress on the cable.The second rival-bashing feature is the patent-pending bullet-shape ear tips, which not only contribute to the sleek design and low weight, but are arguably the most comfortable in-ear tips we've used. Klipsch has (somehow) packed a full-range, balanced armature-type driver in the tiny chassis and incorporated a bass reflex system, to help with the bottom end.

The package contains: a carnying case/pouch; quarter-inch airline adaptors; five sets of ear tips and a cleaning tool, and the cable is generous at l.25m. Users of iPhones can also control a range of functions with the inline remote.
Tiny dancerLike the 'Krells of the ear canal', the XlOi is beautifully built. Sleek and free from any kind of protrusion, they appear difficult to snag and are a pleasure to use. The intimate fit is glove-like - the most comfortable we've used and is a credit to the designers. Annoyingly, there's a bit of cable microphony and we've also seen some better looking/feeling wires for the money, but the chosen leads do keep weight down and seem to complement the package, overall.There are a number of high-quality rivals out there from big-name brands and so value is a tough one to call, especially as the design is intentionally minimalistic. That said, up close, it's clear to see the classy build, and a value judgement would

• iPhone controls 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Klipsch UK 
TCŒPHONE: 
08450 800 578 
WEBSITE: 
klipsch.co.uk

by safely going deeper into the ear.Surprisingly, the XlOi has the sonic edge on our reference ACS models in silent background conditions, so how and where you'll use your earphones becomes critical. There's plenty of detail here and it's easy to follow the various tracks in a mix. Vocals have a believable quality, with radio­listening also finding favour.
Nature callsKlipsch should rightly be commended for the XlOi. It is a clever piece of engineering and one that scores points from a design perspective, too. Under silent background conditions, it's a pedigree performer, but the ear tips' ability to suppress more intrusive noise has its limitations.Luckily, the deep, ear-canal fit combats more than most noiseI -

SOUND QUALITY 
★ ★★★★

VALUE FOR MONEY
***
BUILD QUALITY 
★ ★★★★
FEATURES
****

isolating designs, but it won't keep out the worst of the London Underground, for example.But, if you've been put off by the intimate fit of ear-canal earphones thus far, these would be an easy recommendation, thanks to the ergonomics, lightweight and all-day comfort. For the discerning on-the-go music listener, the XlOi is closer to a good, full-size headphone than most and the comfort is simply the icing on the cake. •
Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Natural sound and fit; lightweight and unobtrusive
DISLIKE: Fairly costly; cable microphony, look and feel
WE SAY: Atop buy if you've the budget with welcome all-day comfort for an ear-canal design

OVERALL

*****
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EDWARDS AUDIO TTlTURNTABLE £325

RECOMMENDED

Hi-Fi
Choice

Edwardian
splendour
Malcolm Steward assesses a Rega-based turntable from Edwards Audio, a new outfit from the Talk Electronics stable

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Edwards Audio TTl
ORIGIN:
UK

TYPE:
Turntable
WEIGHT:
7.2kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
430x111x350
FEATURES:
• Manual speed­
change

Belt drive 

12VAC
synchronous motorhe Edwards Audio TTl starts at a very reasonable £325 without a cartridge, but is alsoavailable with an Edwards Zephyr £60 cartridge for £375 (a £10 saving when purchased with the deck as a complete record-playing package). This cartridge is similar to the popular Goldring Elektra, supplied with this review sample on the highly respected Rega RB250 [OEM] tonearm. Clearly this turntable is targeted at those who want to be able to enjoy their vinyl, without having to remortgage their homes or sell any of their internal organs to fund the investment.

Rega revisitedThe TTl differs from the timeless Rega P2, upon which it is based, in that it features a clear, naked acrylic platter. No mat is fitted nor recommended - "unless you really want to mess up the performance," says the designer. He continues, 

"We tried all sorts of mats and they all made the player sound worse. The core design of the P2 has been fine-tuned over twenty- five years or more and it is hard to improve it now without measures that push the retail price through the roof. Conversely, it is easy to tip the balance and ruin its performance with ill-considered modifications. We thought about modifying the bearing to use ruby, which we know makes a worthwhile improvement, but that costs far too much at this price level. Maybe we will offer it as an after-market upgrade someday. For now we simply use an enhanced grade of oil, which produces a clearly audible improvement in the sound. We will be releasing a power supply upgrade for the TTl, which will also benefit standard Rega turntables and those using the same motor."Many modifiers spend vast sums of money tweaking their RB tonearms. But, on an entry-level turntable this makes as much sense as bolting a

Formula I-specification engine into a Toyota Yaris. Having the arm rewired and a discrete earth connection made (about £65 from Audio Origami), and maybe replacing the counterweight and stub (around £30 from Moth) might be sensible Limits here. Silver wiring, for example, seems way over the top in this instance, unless you have money to burn and an enormous passion for tweakery.
•
•

•No provision for 
adjustingWA
• Good potential for 
upgrading
DISTRIBUTOR:
Edwards Audio
TELEPHONE:
08456123388
WEBSITE:
talkelectronics.com

Revealing performerThe TTl is a delightfully simple design, which virtually guarantees its build integrity: there is so little to go awry. The platform on which it is based, the Rega P2, or Planar 2 as it was known in its early years, was always the de facto and totally consistent sound­quality benchmark by which other turntables were judged. As far as most people were concerned the question about any other turntable - at any price level - always was, and still is, "Does it outperform the Planar 2?"A great many turntables, even today, still fail to come near reaching its reassuringly high standards. It might not be the most explicitly revealing performer on the planet, but it has a wonderful overall balance of attributes that make it exceptionally easy to enjoy and appreciate. In short, it communicates music's fundamentals and more with great conviction and ease. The Edwards Audio modifications help it climb a rung or two further up the performance ladder.
82 llfi Choice FEBRUARY 2011 w^.hifichoice.co.uk

talkelectronics.com
hifichoice.co.uk


Tight bass
The TTl starts off well by tracking 
securely and not making a meal of 
surface noise. It is very quiet even 
with old and frequently played 
albums. It further surprises by 
producing a stable, solid soundstage 
with a respectable representation of 
front-to-back depth on suitably 
recorded albums.

It exhibits a very acceptable, 
close-to-neutral tonal balance that is 
fully exploited by the bass, drums, 
guitars and vocals on Rockin' Jimmy's 
album Rocdan Jimmy and the 

Brothers of the Night. First off, the 
bass plays clear tunes with distinct 
and precisely pitched notes, all 
perfectly in tune with the lead and 
rhythm guitars and not muddied or

FEATURES 

obscured by the kick drum or any 
euphonic warmth. Cymbals cut 
distinctly through the mix and they, 
the rest of Chuck DeWalt's kit and 
Gary Cundiffs positively driven bass, 
urge every track along with real 
determination. Piano has solid 
intonation and there is no wateriness 
or wavering about its presentation.

The 180g pressing of Gwynneth 
Herbert's All the Ghosts, further 
shows how the bass is tight, tuneful, 
fast and weighty. Her voice has 
all the quirky character and 
expressiveness we heard when we 
saw her perform live a week or so 
ago. The TTl conveys the emotion 
and humour of her performance with 
alacrity and never reduces her - or 
any vocalist - to sounding like a

TALKING 
POINT

THETTl FUNCTIONS 
best with optimal 
set up. To get 
the maximum 
performance 
from it, it first of 
all needs to be on 
a stable platform, 
preferably a 
dedicated turntable 
support. Be sure 
that it is set up to 
be perfectly level 
before you even 
begin to adjust 
the tonearm and 
cartridge. The screw^ 
in legs offer a degree 
of adjustability in 
this respect.

Karaoke performer. Equally, it renders 
the relationship between the singer's 
phrasing and the band's playing with 
true lucidity and precision.

The TTl sounds characteristically 
Rega Planar-like, but there is a shade 
more bite and 'edge' - in a positive 
sense - that gives music an enhanced 
vigour and rhythmic urgency.

Tough proposition
Overall, the TTl has all the positive 
qualities of the Rega P2 and the 
Goldring Elekura is a highly 
complementary choice of cartridge. 
The combination succeeds in 
conveying all the attributes necessary 
to make music engaging: it has 
dynamism and is secure in its portrayal 
of pitch information. It is well- 
balanced tonally and has a pleasing 
openness about its sound: it lets you 
listen beyond the first layer of a mix 
and enjoy, say, the backing vocalists' 
contributions to a song. At its price it 
is a tough proposition to beat. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Classic, no-nonsense 
design, with exemplary 
performance at the price

DISLIKE: Try a few supports 
to find the optimum 
isolation in yourroom

WESAY:lfyouwantan 
inexpensive turntable that 
punches well above its 
weight this is a contender

OVERALL

****

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY*****

BUILD QUALITY****
FEATURES.....
★ ★★★

O Supplied Goldring 
Electra cartridge

Q Rega'threescrew'mount OScrew^adjusted 
counterweight
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MUSIC IN-DEPTH: BEATLES RARITIES

Beatles 
for sale
The Beatles’ music is now downloadable from iTunes. And to celebrate the entry of the 
this legendary pop group into the digital age, we look back at their collectable vinyl 
legacy. But, as Simon Berkovtch reveals, because certain recordings aren't available at 
the convenient click of a mouse, you could well be sitting on a fab fortune

n the words of Apple’s CEO Steve Jobs, it's been a long and winding road. Last November, Apple Corps, EM! and Applemade the announcement that many Fab Four fans thought would never happen: The Beatles' music is now available to purchase and download from iTunes (itunes.com).The group's 13 studio albums, the two-volume Past Masters compilation that hoovers up all the classic singles and the 
Red and Blue collections; are all now just a couple of mouse clicks away. Individual songs cost £0.99, whereas whole albums range from £10.99 to £17.99. Or you could go for the one-stop shop: a cool £125 nets you The Beatles Box Set, containing all of the group's studio albums and Past Masters, as well as the Live at the Washington 
Coliseum, 1964 concert film, a worldwide Apple exclusive that captures the Fabs' debut US concert.Each of the 13 remastered studio albums include iTunes LPs, 'creating an immersive album experience with beautiful design and extended visual features' Apple says, including a unique mini-documentary about the creation of each album. Apple has definitely gone to town on this project and McCartney for one; is delighted with the results: "It's fantastic to see the songs we originally released on vinyl receive as much love in the digital world as they did the first time around," the thumbs-aloft one enthuses.So, as new generations discover the back catalogue of the world's biggest band for the first time - and older fans rediscover the music that ignited their passion for hi-fi in the first place, this time to be downloaded 

and stored in compact music servers - is it game over for LPs, LPs and the 7-inch singles that previously made up a Beatles' fan's collection?Hardly. We're not here to discuss the audio quality of the downloads themselves (you can tell us your thoughts) - we're here to shine a light on the gems that may well lurk in your music collection. The Beatles are the most collectable band, period - and the (welcome) availability of their peerless back catalogue on iTunes won't change that fact.Rare UK pressings of the band's records and ex-Beatles' solo work in 'mint' or ' excellent' condition always command high prices among collectors - particularly as it's increasingly difficult to find vinyl in this prized state 40 years after the band's messy break up. We even reveal that some Beatles recordings aren't even available on anything other than flexidiscs and a hen's teeth-rare fan club-only LP!If your collection houses any of these treats and you're pleasantly surprised at their value, maybe you'll consider parting company with them to fond that next kit upgrade? Or maybe, like us, you'll carefully take that original mono pressing of Revolver out of its sleeve, lovingly place it on your high-end turntable and bask in the glory of the punchy, warm sound that only vinyl can deliver. Prepare yourself for Beatlemania all over again...
Please, Please Me/Ask Me Why
(Parlophone 45-R 4983; 7-inch single;

January 1963) £150This vibrant 45 and its subsequent parent LP, broke the band in Britain. The Beatles' 

second 7-inch was released just before the Parlophone label changed to the well-known black/silver design featured on all subsequent singles. And it's this scarce, red label original issue (rarer even than first editions of debut Love Me Do) that commands the high prices, with second editions fetching £15.
With The Beatles
(Parlophone PMC 1206; mono issue LP;
November 1963) £120-£150 Hot on the heels of She Loves You, their first million-seller, came the LP that consolidated The Beatles position as the UK's top group. Original mono (and indeed stereo) editions featured an incorrect Jobete' publishing credit for the song Money (That's What I 
Want), that was finally corrected on all subsequent issues, adding up to £50 to this version's value.
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MUSIC IN-DEPTH: BEATLES RARITIES

"It's fantastic to see the songs we 
originally released on vinyl receive 
as much love in the digital world as 
they did the first time around.
-Paul McCartney."

A massive Macca-styte thumbs aloft goes to J T Rathbone, whose cup 
of Beatles’ knowledge overfloweth. His assistance in compiling this 

feature has been invaluable and also greatly appreciated Pi
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MUSIC IN-DEPTH: BEATLES RARITIES

Help!
(Parlophone PCS 3071; stereo issue LP; 
August 1965) £120-£150After their world-conquering exploits of 1964, the group simultaneously began to expand its musical palette and knuckle down to the task of producing a set of songs for their second feature film. Stereo was still very much a specialist market in 1965 and, as with their previous four LPs, far less time was spent in producing these partirnlar mixes. Producer George Martin was dissatisfied enough with the twin-channel mixes of this LP and its follow-up, Rubber 
Soul, that he subsequently supervised new versions of both for the burgeoning CD market in the mid-1980s. The original stereo mixes, notably different in places, were only made available as part of the remastered series of CDs - and then only as extras in the limited edition mono box set.
Rubber Soul
(Parlophone PMC 1267; original mono issue 
LP; December 1965) £140-£160The group's most influential album so far spawned an unusual rarity. The original issue, retrospectively dubbed the 'loud rnt' and identified by the matrix numbers XXEX 579-1/580-1, featured an identical mix to subsequent mono issues (stereo was unaffected), but mastered at a slightly higher volume. Although a minor variation, it's proved enough to add £50-£60 to copies in top condition.

Paperback Writer/Rain
(Parlophone R 5452; 7-inch single;

June 1966) £15Among the Beatles collectibles, this is not the rarest 45, but certainly one of the most popular, although sales at the time of issue were notably less than the previous eight single releases. This classic coupling sees the Fabs once more pushing the envelope as far as the three-minute pop single was concerned.The A-side is far more essential in its original punchy mono mix and Rain, with its innovative slowed backing track and backward tape effects, ushers in the band's psychedelic phase.

Nowhere Man
(Parlophone GEP 8948; EP; July 1966) 
£80-£100The EP format, although comparatively expensive (they invariably cost half the price of a full LP for only a third of the tracks, often heavily compressed), was relatively successful up to the mid-1960s when LP sales belatedly began to catch up with that of singles. As a result of this market shift, the later Beatles' four-trackers were produced in far smaller numbers than most of their predecessors. The Twist And Shout EP from only three years earlier reached number two in the singles chart and fetches a paltry £10-£15 in comparison to this, their last extended play release in the traditional format.In the absence of a spin-off from Revolver (the first of their albums not to be plundered for EP tracks), this collection of 
Rubber Soul cuts, with a picture sleeve sporting a splendid still from the Rain promo clip shoot, has become the most desirable four-track 45.
Revolver
(PMC 7009; original mono issue LP; August
1966) £320-£350It's hard to deny this frankly brilliant collection of songs its retrospective position 

progression that provides the rarity value here.Second side closer Tomorrow Never 
Knows was always going to raise eyebrows, but the notorious 'remix 11' of the song - slightly longer, with noticeably louder effects in its middle section - was promptly replaced with the more familiar mix present on most mono pressings (again, the stereo issue remained unchanged). This first issue, identified by its XXEX 606-1 matrix on side two, can fetch £200 more than later pressings.
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band
(Parlophone PMC 7027; original mono issue 
LP; June 1967) £120-£150It's once again the far superior monaural version of Sgt. Pepper in excellent condition or above that is most sought after - even though original stereo copies are scarcer. Apart from the following year's The Beatles, popularly known as The White Album, this set has the most noticeable differences between mixes than any of their other LPs and, as with the previous year's Revolver, it was the mono mixing sessions that the group were most involved in.Both fans and music historians have long been baffled by EMl's reluctance to make this definitive version individually available in digital form: its inclusion along with the aforementioned 1966 and 1968 sets in the prohibitively expensive 'mono box set' just adds insult to injury.A truly mint original copy must have the custom inner sleeve and set of cardboard cut-outs, along with the original laminated sleeve to fetch top dollar.
Magical Mystery Tour
(Parlophone MMT-1; original mono issue EP; 
December 1967) £75-£100Although the band's 'psychedelic home movie' Magical Mystery Tour was savaged by critics at the time, the music was far from disposable. The novel double-EP format with its lavish gatefold sleeve, booklet and lyric sheet (the package was expanded into album form for the US market) did brisk business, nestling at number two in the singles chart behind the band's big Christmas hit Hello, Goodbye.

as The Beatles' most rewarding album. The perfect cross between the polished pop of Rubber Soul and the studio wizardry of Sgt. Pepper, it weathers well 44 years on - and it's the key track in that
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Both releases contained the majestic I ¿Am 

The Walrus, one of the group's most 

enduring recordings. The alternate stereo 

EP (released simultaneously) was still on 

catalogue more than 15 years later, but the 

mono edition disappeared from the shelves 

within a year or so.

Christmas Time (Is Here Again)
(Lyntone LYN 1360; 7-inch flexidisc;

December 1967) £50-£70
The Beatles sent seven exclusive 

Christmas flexidiscs to all official fan 

club members between 1963 and 1968. 

Often dry, amusing affairs, this fifth outing 

is the pick of the bunch. Housed in a 

1967-vintage collage sleeve, designed 

by Ringo along with John and son 

Julian, nestling within the grooves is a 

madcap radio programme complete 

with odd songs and surreal quiz shows, 

the title tune weaving its way between the 

various sections. The Goons and The 

Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah Band are arguably 

an influence here.

The seven flexis were gathered together 

for an album in 1970 - again, fan club-only 

- but have never surfaced officially in any 

form in the 40 years since, so don't bother 

looking for them on iTunes.

The bulk of the Fab Four's back catalogue is now available 
on iTunes, but some rare mixes are a vinyl-only concern

The Ballad of John and Yoko/Old 
Brown Shoe
(Apple R 5786; 7-inch single; May 1969)

£15-£20
Hot on the heels of chart-topper Get Back 

came this hastily recorded, rock'n'roll- 

flavoured account of Lennon's recent 

wedding to Yoko Ono, salvaged from the 

ill-fated Let It Be film sessions. Despite the 

apparent ill feeling between Lennon and 

McCartney, it's they alone who make up the 

track's personnel and the old chemistry is 

almost tangible.

Issued on their own Apple label, the track 

is often erroneously claimed to be their first 

stereo single. In fact, it was their last mono 

45 and also their last number one single.

Let It Be
(Apple PXS 1; stereo LP; May 1970)

£350-£500
Released after the band ceased to exist as a 

functioning unit, this album had actually 

been recorded more than a year earlier 

and had gone through at least two acetate 

versions before being handed to legendary 

producer Phil Spector for post-production.

Initially arriving in a boxed edition 

featuring the album and a glossy book of 

photos (many in colour) from the early 

1969 sessions, it's extremely hard to find 

in perfect condition (the delicate tray that 

housed the contents is often broken or 

missing and the book had a tendency to fall 

apart), it's this first edition, as opposed to 

the more familiar single sleeve version, that 

commands the high prices.

SOLO JOHN

John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band 
(Apple PCS 7096; stereo LP; December 1970) 

£40-£50
Regarded by many as the finest of all solo 

Beatie LPs, this is undoubtedly Lennon's 

masterpiece. Stripped back accompaniment 

(from Ringo and bassist Klaus Voormann) 

perfectly complements the soul-searching 

lyrical content of the album. The printed 

inner sleeve, featuring lyrics and a doodled 

dedication to his wife and muse, appeared 

only with early pressings and must be 

present for the LP to fetch a maximum price.

SOLO PAUL

Back To The Egg
(Parloplwne PCTCP 257; picture disc LP;

1979) £600-£900

Workaholic McCartney has unsurprisingly 

been the most prolific of all the ex-Beatles. 

Among the withdrawn records, side projects 

and designer rarities, there is plenty for 

collectors to get their teeth into. Projects like 

Thrillington, The Country Hams and The 

Fireman have al gained in value over the years, 

but it is this MPL in-house picture disc of 

Wings' Back To The Egg which is the rarest.

Very few copies made it to the outside 

world and although the recording is not 

regarded as one of his most essential, it has 

been heavily counterfeited over the years, 

with genuine copies (sporting the stamped 

matrix numbers TTX 987-2 and TTX 988-4) 

rarely coming up for sale.

A pristine copy recently realised the Record 

Collector Rare Record Price Guide evaluation 

of £900 in a well-known London collectors' 

shop. The standard black vinyl issue can 

easily be found for well under a tenner.

SOLO GEORGE

Electronic Sound
(Zapple ZAPPLE 02, stereo (only) LP; May 

1969) £130-£150
The mono edition of Harrison's soundtrack 

to oddball sixties flick Wonderwall stands as 

his scarcest and most valuable LP, but it's 

this 1969 follow up which is surely his most 

unusual recording. A series of Moog 

experiments, one track per side, it's up there 

with Lennon and Ono's challenging ventures 

into the avant-garde on Apple's (short-lived) 

Zapple subsidiary label.

Heard with 2lst century ears, the album 

sounds breathtakingly contemporary. The 

LP sold poorly, however, and clean UK 
copies nearly always fetch high prices.

SOLO RINGO

Steel
(R. O.R. ROR 2001; one-sided promo 

interview disc; 1972) £2,000 
Two grand? For a Ringo Starr interview 

record? The high price of this record lies 

in its super-scarcity. R.O.R stands for Ringo 

Or Robin, the company the drummer 

co-founded with designer Robin Cruickshank 

in 1969.

According to the Record Collector RRPG, 

this one-sided interview disc, consisting of 

Starr explaining the company's goals atop 

some abstract synthesiser doodles, was a 

promotional item for the 1972 R.O.R 

reception in conjunction with the British 

Steel Corporation (hence the title) at 

Liberty's department store, London, and 

available for just one week.

If you're a Ringo completist, this 

ridiculously niche, limited edition record is 

the Holy Grail. Happy hunting! •
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Precision 600

Thefirst piece ofhi-fi you will never hear.
Hours of research and design have gone into 
developing our Precision speaker stand range. 
Yet it will only take a few minutes to discover 
how it's ingenious viscose damping system lets 
the listener enjoy just the speaker with clarity, 
depth and music in a whole new perspective.
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M usi crevi
Hi-Fi Choice's pick of the latest high-quality music releases

ALBUM OF THE MONTH

HOT PICK

Bruce
Springsteen
Darkness J 
on the Edge 1 
of Town <

Bruce Springsteen
Darkness On The Edge of Town
columbiarecords,com
***** Columbia

"Springsteen was 
ready to conquer 
the world in one 
irresistible package."
voice. In effect, these tracks 
constitute the great lost Bruce 
album, which should have filled 
the long gap between the two 
albums, but which was nixed by 
unseemly legal wrangling.

Those wanting Born To Run part 
two must have been nonplussed 
by the starker, edgier sound of 
Darkness... when it was first 
released. Yet the remastering 
emphasises that, despite its sombre 
tone, it was actually a harder, 
more guitar-driven record than its 
predecessor, with a full-bodied 
roar that represented an epic 
advance ratherthan a sonic retreat. 
It was a more mature and evocative 
sound, creating the template for 
much of his future work.

The remastering also ramps 
up the energy and conviction of 
his vocals on classics such as

Badlands, Racing In The Street and 
the title track. The real revelation 
though, comes in the previously 
unreleased material newly mixed 
by Bob Clearmountain (released 
as part of this box set, but also 
available separately as a two-CD 
set titled The Promise). You can 
hear why these songs were not 
included on the original. Many 
of them lie closer in spirit to BTR 
and a headlong, jukebox rush 
courses through the big hooks 
and choruses of songs such as 
Gotta Get That Feeling, Someday 
(We'llBe Together), the abandoned 
original version of Because The 
Night, before he gave it to Patti 
Smith and Save My Love.

There's so much here - almost 
90 minutes of new music - that it 
turns out the album that he should 
have released in 1976-77 would 
surely have had to be a double LP. 
And there's apparently still another 
40-odd songs we haven't heard. 
Remarkable stuff. NW
Standout tracks: Badlands; Racing In 
The Streets; The Promise; Gotta GetThat 
Feeling; Save My Love

3-CD/3-DVD box set

ArnRTHESP^CTACUUR success 
of 1975's Born To Run, Bruce 
Springsteen was ready to conquer 
the world - 'the new Dylan', 'the 
Boss’ and 'the future of rock 'n' roll' 
all in one irresistible, hyper-active 
package, Yet instead, his career 
went on a three-year hiatus, while 
he battled in the courts over 
contracts with his former manager. 

When he was finally free to 
record again, he had stockpiled 
70 new songs, written while 
holed-up on his New Jersey farm 
during his enforced exile. His 
record company's hopes of a swift 
follow-up to the blockbusting 
BTR dashed, Springsteen was 
able to take his time and did not 
re-emerge until 1978, when he 
finally released Darkness On The 
Edge OfTown, cherry-picking ten 

exquisite songs from his stockpile, 
an embarrassment of riches so 
opulent that there was no room 
for 22-carat gems such as Fire and 
Because The Night, which he gifted 
instead to other artists.

Darkness wasn't exactly 
a 'concept' album, but the 
compositions he selected were 
all loosely linked by a theme - 
namely, "Life in the close confines 
of the small towns I grew up 
in," as he puts it in an interview 
in the documentary film that 
accompanies this expanded 
reissue. And sympathetic 
remastering reclaims Darkness as 
one of his most potent albums.

Of even greater interest, though, 
are the 21 out-takes which present 
a thrilling picture of mid-1970s 
Springsteen finding his mature
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AFFECTS
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The Jam
Sound Affects 
polydor.co.uk

***** Polydor
CD

IN 1980The Jam were ju st 
about the coolest band in Britain 
with singles gatecrashing the 
charts at number one and Paul 
Wellers every surly utterance 
greeted with reverential 
indulgence . They were at their 
creative peak and their fifth 
album proved to be the icing 
on the cake. Its packed with 
three-minute power-pop gems 
galore and while the actual 
singles may have been Tax 
Man'tribute'Start'and That's 
Entertainment, almost 
everything else could have 
entered the Top Ten on its 
own, from yearning love paean 
Mondaythrough the sugar 
rush of BoyAbout Town to 
the anti-Nazi vitriol of Set The 
House Ablaze

The remastering for this deluxe 
edition restores the bright, fresh 
and infectiously vibrant sound of 
the original. The whip-like snare 
crack after the thrumming bass 
intro on opener Pretty Green 
sets the tone for a powerfully 
optimistic album that's in love 
with the possibilities of the 
studio and of life DO
Standout tracks: That's Entertainment; Boy 
AboutTown; SetThe House Ablaze

Shostakovich 
Symphony No10
Bernard Haitink (cond) 
London Philharmonic 
Orchestra
lpo.co.uk

***** LPO

CD

BERNARD HAITINK is an 
alumnus of a number of world 
famous orchestras, including 
the London Philharmonic, as 
well as a prodigious recording 
artist. The 10th Symphony is 
a little over half way through 
Shostakovich's orchestral oeuvre 
and its profound sense of 
pessimism was not best 
appreciated by the Soviets.

This is an impressive 
recording, which was made 
at a Promenade concert in 
London's Royal Albert Hall 
way back in 1986, with 
negligible noise intrusion 
from the audience and a 
solid, muscular and weighty 
balance. As a performance, 
it is unique, powerful, direct 
and idiomatic. AG
Standout track: Third movement

Handel Water 
Music, Rodrigo 
Overture
Marc Minkowski 
(cond) Musiciens du 
Louvre, Grenoble 
naive.fr

***** Naive
CD

HANDEL'S WATER MUSIC 
suite, which consists of 
about 20 short pieces and an 
overture, is probably the most 
famous of all compositions 
from the baroque, with the 
arguable exception of Vivaldi's 
Four Seasons.

The partnering piece here is 
the Rodrigo overture. It's an 
opera that, according to the 
disc notes, may have been the 
first piece from this composer 
that the English public ever heard.

Les Musiciens du Louvre 
are a first-class ensemble 
and their performance here 
is characteristically vivid and 
lively, which complements 
the varied and energetic 
nature of the score. AG 
Standout track: Suite in F

Lambchop
Nixon 
cityslang.com

***** City Slang
CD/DVD deluxe edition

TEN YEARS AGO, Kurt 
Wagner's sprawling, dozen­
strong Nashville-based 
collective of musical misfits 
and oddballs released an 
album that both defined 
and transcended the then 
burgeoning 'alt-country I 
Americana' movement.

What made Nixon stand 
out from so many other turn- 
of-the-century 'Americana' 
albums was the breadth of 
Wagner's unique musical 
vision. Orchestral pop, 
country, folk and a sweet soul 
topping all helped make this 
Lambchop's finest hour.

A decade on, it still sounds 
remarkable -sophisticated 
yet off-beat, the restrained 
elegance brought into even 
sharper focus by sympathetic 
and clever remastering. NW 
Standout tracks: Up With People; The 
Distance From HereToThere; Grumpus.

AUDIOPHILE VINYL

John Martyn Solid Air simplyvinyl.com

HOT PICK

***** Island/SimplyVinyl 
180gvinyl

WHAT CAN YOU say about 
John Martyn's 1972 classic 
that hasn't already been 
said? Not a lot more than 
that all the good stuff you've 
heard is true, as this is an

W HF

outstanding and beautiful 
album. There's more to it than 
the title track as well, with 
Danny Thompson's splendid 
bass and the man's fabulously 
warm tones, the same could be 
said of almost any track.

Go Down Easy is beautifully 
mellow, I'd Rather Be The 
Devil a great mix of Skip 
James blues and an extended 
instrumental workout, the 
only problem is that there 
aren't enough of them.

The songs radiate genuine 
warmth, a feeling that the 
musicians clearly pick up on 
during performance and reflect 
back with superb playing.

This pressing marks the 
return of Simply Vinyl to the 
scene, or the name at least. 
It's a new company and one 
which, if this superb gatefold 
sleeved example is anything 
to go by, knows where it's at. 
It sounds fabulous thanks 
to a rich, late night balance 
that's spacious yet dark. The 
vinyl lets you hear the quality 
of playing from the whole 
ensemble and revels in the 
tone of Martyn's velvet voice 
placed deep in centre stage 
with instruments either side. 
Totally essential. /K 
Standout tracks: Go Down Easy;
The Man in the Station
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MUSIC

HIGH-
RESOLUTION
DOWNLOADS
The Apples
Looking for Trouble
bowers-wilkins.co.uk
***** B&WSocietyofSound
24-bit/48kHz stereo

lggy Pop & James 
Williamson
Kill City
alive-totalenergy.com
*** Alive Records
CD

A HALF-FORGOTTEN staging 
post in lggy's back catalogue, 
Kill City was recorded in 
197 5, after the break-up of 
the Stooges. Supported by 
guitarist James Williamson, 
l ggy was so unfashionable at 
the time that he couldn't find 
anyone to release the album.

The master tapes were lost 
long ago and subsequent CD 
reissues have been copied 
from the sludgy-sounding, 
badly pressed original 
vinyl. This latest version has 
been restored, remixed and 
remastered by Williamson.

Although the horn- 
embellished guitar riffs are 
over-derivative of Sticky 
Fingers-era Rolling Stones, 
its period charm has never 
sounded more vital. NW 
Standout tracks: Consolation Prizes; 
Kill City; Beyond The Law

The Beatles
Red and Blue Box 
1962-1970
thebeatles.com
***** Polydor

4-CD box set

RELEASED IN 1973, these 
monster-selling compilations 
were the original vinyl entry 
point for people intrigued 
by The Beatles' musical 
charisma, but who didn't know 
enough or who couldn't afford 
the original albums.

Experts and fans will argue 
for years about the different 
stereo and mono mixes. From 
the off, Love Me Do shows 
how biting and forward the 
production was. Ballads like 
You've Got To Hide Your Love 
Away are more vivid, while 
the rocking Paperback Writer 
sounds sturdier than ever.

Blue is packed with later hits 
not banded together on any 
other disc and while there's 
no Rain, with 54 tracks of such 
historical magnificence, that's 
a moot point. MP 
Standout tracks: Alli

The Who
Live At Leeds 
telarc.com
***** EMI
4-CD box set (40th Anniversary)

FOR YEARS THE touchstone 
of Who legend, Live At Leeds, 
was an album that nearly 
never happened. High on 
the success of Tommy and 
Woodstock, it was planned 
to capture the band's high­
octane ferocity at Hull City Hall 
on 15th Feb 1970.

Townshend's guitar shows 
all the brilliance of a man in 
thrall to the spirit of Jimi 
Hendrix and then some. The 
choice of material, especially 
Young Man Blues and Eddie 
Cochran's Summertime Blues 
was inspirational.

This ultimate set includes 
the complete 33-song 
Leeds concert and the entire 
Tommy performance from the 
successive night. Blitzkrieg 
rock and roll at the highest 
level offidelity. MP 
Standout track: Young Man Blues; 
Magic Bus; My Generation; Tattoo

THIS IS THE 
MOST unlikely 
line-up you 
might imagine 
for any Israeli 
jazz-funk band: 
two saxophones;

trumpet; trombone; drums; double 
bass and two turntablists. The result 
is a vivid blend of sound somewhere 
between Parliament and The Prodigy.

The brass section is as tight as a 
nut and pleasingly percussive in its 
playing, while the drums and bass are 
consistently in the pocket. There is a 
wealth of texture, tone and dynamics 
here that the 24-bit recording revels 
in portraying: a prime example is the 
title track. In truth, though, there is 
not a poor - or poor-sounding - track 
on this album. The mix of innovative 
playing and hi-res recording 
generates genuine excitement. MS 
Standout tracks: Powder; Looking ForTrouble

The Portico Quartet
Knee Deep In The
North Sea
bowers-wilkins.co.uk
***** B&WSocietyofSound
24-bit/48kHz stereo

I BLU-RAYDVD

Phil Collins Going Back - Live At Roseland Ballroom, NYC eagie-rock.com

*** Eagle Vision
Blu-ray DTS HD Master, Dolby 
Digital 5.1, LPCM stereo

GOING BACK, Phil Collins' 
homage to the hits of 
Motown was supposed to 
be his last, but he clearly 
loves the music of his youth

so he took 18 tracks from the 
album, added eight more and 
played them live.

This concert was performed 
in June, before Going Back 
came out and features the 
same mix of musicians, a line­
up which includes Motown 
vets The Funk Brothers: Bob 
Babbit (bass) and guitarists 
Eddie Willis and Ray Monette. 
And if that weren't enough, 
Phil also brought in Darryl 
Stuermer on guitar and drum 
maestro Chester Thompson to 
be part of the 18-strong line­
up. While Phil's voice isn't 
quite Smoky or Marvin, he 
makes up for it with genuine

feeling and this, combined 
with the high quality of 
backing, turns the concert 
into a real event.

As is Eagle Rock's style, 
the two worthwhile sound 
options are LPCM and the 
DTS high-def multichannel 
stream, the former delivering 
dynamics and space while 
the 5.1 mix is smoother. The 
instruments sound excellent 
as do the backing vocals. The 
extras include the rehearsals 
and an interview with the 
one-time drumming supremo 
turned hitmaker. /K 
Standouttracks: Papa Was A Rolling 
Stone; Blame It On The Sun

THESOUNDOF 
this intriguing 
quartet is 
dominated by 
the unusual 
timbre of the 
hang, a dimpled,

dome-shaped, tuned metal percussion 
instrument. What the band plays 
defies easy categorization but it 
draws upon a host of musical genres 
from world, classical, jazz and pop for 
its influences.

The 24-bit/48kHz recording does 
fulljustice to the timbre and dynamics 
of this music, imbuing it with a 
beautifully controlled energy and 
showcasing the skilled and dextrous 
playing of the four musicians. 
It also conveys the gestalt of the 
performances, which meld intensity 
witheaseandjoy. MS 
Standouttracks: Too ManyCooks; News 
From Verona
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classics of the Naim amplification range you can trace—

MUSIC USED

their DNA right back to the amplifiers upon which Nairn 
originally built their reputation." The Devore speakers 
come from Brooklyn, NY and have high sensitivity 
coupled with an even impedance making gM||||||||||||| 
them an easy load. Almey likes their 
"natural flow and rich tonal palette, It

CROSBY STILLS 
&NASH 
CROSBY, STILLS 
&NASH
VINYL
Helplessly 
Hoping

JAGA JAZZIST 
WHATWEMUST
CD
Oslo Skyline

WILCO 
SKY BLUE SKY
VINYL
I impossible 
Germany

Green DNA
Almey reckons the NAC 252 pre, Supercap power 
supply and NAP 250-2 power amp are the "modem day

TOM TOM AUDIO 
ST ALBANS, HERTS 
0845 8855 2500 
TOMTOMAUDIO.COM

GURUPROAUDIO.COM 
NAIMAUDIO.COM 
REGA.CO.UK
DEVOREFIDELITY.COM 
ARTEMISLABS.COM 
LYRACONNOISSEUR.COM

Almey describes this system as "a truly high-end, 
multi-source system that brings together the best 
in cutting-edge digital replay and our old but 
very dear friend, the black disc." It's not the most 

ambitious that Tom Tom stocks, because there are 
'bigger' components in Naim's SOO series, but it features 
the company's most serious attack on the digital server 
when combined with the Nairn DAC. Almey says: "It 
redefines the performance possible from an outboard 
DAC and is fully upgradeable, making it a great 
future-proof investment to maximise the performance of 
hard disk-based sources such as the Nairn Unitiserve as 
well as a very useful upgrade for existing CD replay." 

The Artemis SAl turntable was designed by German 
tonearm hero Frank Schroder, but made in California. 
The plinth is made of bamboo and ebony and the 
aluminium platter is driven by magnetic tape via an 
idler wheel tensioner. Artemis now makes a matching 
arm but this example features Naim's ARO unipivot 
design with a Lyra Dorian MC at the sharp end.

SYSTEM 1 - THE FULL MONTY

the game

THE EXPERT
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DEALER SYSTEMS
TOM TOM AUDIO

Jason Kennedy visits one of Naim’s biggest 
dealerships for a three-way system test with a 
distinctly Salisbury-based bias

om Tom Audio is run from 
Ta new showroom that 

forms part of an old 
brewery, and from a 

demonstration facility in a select St 
Albans’s neighbourhood.

You’d never guess from the outside 
that when new and used equipment 
sales are factored in it’s arguably the 
largest Naim dealer in the land. 
Proprietor James Almey started out 
dealing in second-hand Naim 
equipment - he loved the company's 
‘chrome bumper’ and ‘olive’ ranges 
from the 80s and 90s respectively, 
and progressed from there to 
becoming a major player in the ‘flat 
earth’ fraternity. Almey also 
distributes a few ranges of his own 
including Guru Pro Audio and 
Devore Fidelity loudspeakers.

Tom Tom is unusual in its 
dedication to Naim Audio’s products 
old and new and Almey is keen to 
point out that this breadth of 
knowledge means that “we are able 
to offer comprehensive advice and 
support based on first hand, daily 
experience with Naim components 
from the last 40 years.”

It’s not hard to understand why 
Tom Tom has been so successful as 
Almey is one of the most enthusiastic 
people we’ve come across in this 
industry; he clearly loves his job and 
the opportunity to listen to great 
music that it affords. We listened to a 
wide range of material on the various 
systems he presented and came away 
with an extensive list of new albums 
to buy, which is always a good sign.

The systems that Almey had 
assembled inevitably had a strong 
Naim content, but by mixing the old 
and new the sounds they produced 
were quite distinct and each had 
plenty to offer even if you’re not a 
Salisbury acolyte.

TOMTOMAUDIO.COM
GURUPROAUDIO.COM
NAIMAUDIO.COM
REGA.CO.UK
DEVOREFIDELITY.COM
ARTEMISLABS.COM
LYRACONNOISSEUR.COM
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


TOM TOM AUDIO
-

O NAIM CD5XS 
£1,825

O ARTEMIS LABS SA 
TUiRNT^BLE 
£6,995
artemislabs.com

O NAIM NAC 252 PREAMP 
£5,000 
SU’EFiCAP PSU 
£3,450,

NAMAROARM 
£1,895
naim-audio.com

LYRA DORAN CARTRIDGE 
£600
lyraconnoisseur.com

NAIM UNITISERVE SERVER/
DAC/555 PS POWER SUPPLY 
£2,000/£1,995/£5,100

SUPERLINE PHONO STAGG 
£1,700
NAP250
£2,895

TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
£38,950

O DEVORE FIDELITY GIBBON 9 
£5,495
devorefidelity.com

something that's sadly Jacking in many current speakers 
that major on laser-cut detail above all else."

With a good slab of vinyl, this system sounds spectacular, 
combining precision and tonal richness in a dynamic and 
revealing fashion. We picked out Bob Dylan's The Times 

They Are A Changin', which is hardly audiophile stuff, but 
it's great music, and the system presents it warts and all. 
Another 60s' record that caught our eye was the debut 
Crosby, Stills & Nash album. It sounded sublime^ the 
harmonies of Helplessly Hoping were quite beautiful.

Organic
Shifting over to the Unitiserve with a bit of Antony and 
the Johnsons revealed how well recorded and emotionally 
charged it is - more organic than we heard on a Linn DS 
on our last dealer visit. It has a warmth and depth that 
you rarely find with digital sources proving the server 
route can produce high fidelity. Finally, we put an old 
favourite, Gillian Welch's Time (the Revelator), on the CD 
player and bathed in an open and resolute sound that 
proved there's still life in the format even against the 
alternatives in this effortless and highly engaging system. 
If you wanted to push it for more then Almey suggests 
replacing the preamp with Naim's top dog the NAC 552.

artemislabs.com
audio.com
lyraconnoisseur.com
devorefidelity.com


DEALER SYSTEMS
TOM TOM AUDIO

SYSTEM 2 - IN WITH THE OLD

T om Tom started out selling what Almey calls 'pre-loved' Nairn components and hecontinues to keep a large stock of equipment from the brand.His take is "Nairn gear has a peerless reputation for leading­edge sonics as well as 'bomb-proof build quality, which with the factory's comprehensive servicing support of almost any item they have ever built, makes a system that was current around 15 years ago a completely realistic proposition today Sonically, these classic Nairn systems are still right on the button and buying pre-loved allows you to achieve a serious high-end sound at a surprisingly low level of investment."The system that he set up for our visit consisted largely of olive series components - so called because of the colour of the front panel on Nairn equipment made between 1989 and 2002. The system we heard is of mid 90s' vintage with the exception of the turntable from Rega's current range.
First rungThe Rega P3-24 will be well known to most of you; it's the stalwart in Rega's respected turntable range and has been refined of late with a 24-volt external power supply and looks great in its Nairn-green finish.Its predecessor, the Planar 3, would have been sold with systems like those assembled here. The Exact cartridge is top-dog in Rega's MM range with a fine line stylus and three-point fixing. The CDX was the top 'integrated' player (it doesn't need a separate power supply) in its day while the pre- and power amps represented the first rung of Nairn's high-end range. The IBL was the company's entry-level speaker prior to 1996.The IBLs make this a pretty uncompromising system with a take-no-prisoners attitude to pace, rhythm and timing. In other words, it foregoes tonal niceties to bring you as much of the thrill power of the recording as it can. Not least because the IBL is not all that bothered about bass, so you get all the speed and attack of transients without the lows to smooth things out. This makes for edge-of-the-seat listening, which after the initial shock, is a lot of

fun, and there is some bass to keep things grounded, just not as much as we had with the Guru.With Avishai Cohen's Trio on CD, it proved that even bass solos can be compelling, which is thanks in no small way to the way that the whole band plays together with such intense synchronicity.

O REGA P324 TURNTABLE 
£598, REGA EXACT 
CARTRIDGE 
£199 
rega.co.uk

O NAIMCDX 
£795

TOTAL SYSTEM 
PRICE: £2,967

O NAP180 
£495

O NAIM NAC 102 
£495

O NAIMIBL 
£395

« 1
•A

The edgeMoving over to the turntable and spinning Stevie Wonder's Talking 
Book, the same degree of pace was evident in the context of a slightly more relaxed presentation. The olive electronics were developed with vinyl very much the key source and as a result, work a treat with a good turntable. A more up-to-date album, Wilco's Sky Blue Sky, further enhanced the appeal of the medium, the sound being considerably smoother and the relaxed pace of the music working well with the system. It let us appreciate the leading edge of electric guitar without it getting too aggressive. Compelling stuff and another album for the list!We are told that the logical upgrade for this system would be an olive series HiCap power supply.
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TOM TOM AUDIO

SYSTEM 3 - UmE BIG SYSTEM

T his combination of three 
components takes up the 
minimum of space yet delivers a

full-scale sound that belies the size of the 
speakers. The Nairn Unitiqute was given 
a full test in our Awards 2010 issue, but 
in brief, it is a 45-watt stereo amplifier 
with digital, line and USB inputs, DAB 
and FM tuners, the ability to stream 
music over a UPnP network and an 
internet radio to boot. It is Naim's answer 
to the Linn Majik DSi and aims to provide 
a one-box solution for the techno-savvy 
audiophile, who appreciates the Nairn 
approach. We have to say it proved to be 
a lot easier to operate than anticipated 
and in the context of Torn Tom's set-up, 
sounded excellent, too.

The challenge
The Guru QMlO garnered a Best Buy 
when we reviewed it (HFC 317) and has 
been aesthetically refined since that time. 
It's unusual in that it's designed to work 
with the rear wall. Guru recommends 
placing damping between the speakers 
and suggests a precise degree of toe-in 
for best results. It has a l lOmm main 
driver and small 16mm tweeter with a 
short horn and phase plug, and the box is 
distinguished by being both deeper and 
wider than it is tall.

Almey considers that "the combination 
of the Gurus with a Unitiqute has 
allowed us to view the whole idea of the 
compact music system in a totally new 
light and these components create such a 
musically compelling, perspective­
changing experience that I would 
challenge any music lover, even coming 
from a 'high-end' multi box system, 
not to be totally delighted with 
their performance."

Stick it in
The most straightforward way to play 
something on it is to plug a USB stick 
into the front and scroll through its 
contents. You can, of course, stream from 
a UPnP server or listen to radio via DAB, 
FM and the internet with the Unitiqute. 
We had been encouraged to bring some 
music on USB and Almey had some 
examples of regular and hi-def material 

from the Nairn Label to compare as well. 
With familiar music, this system surprises 
with a ballsy sound that has far more 
power than expected and also 
surprisingly extended bass - the little 
Guru is a remarkably capable speaker, 
given its scale. It is also an extremely 
coherent one, or at least that's the way it 
sounds with the Unitiqute, the pairing 
delivering Jaga Jazzists Oslo Skyline with 
real power and drama. A track that's 
aided by some juicy low frequency notes 
from synth that the speakers are more 
than happy to let you feel as well as hear.

Contrasting a Phantom Limb track in 
regular and 24-bit/48kHz hi-def versions 
made a good case for the latter, which is 
clearly more refined and smooth than the 
CD standard alternative, the difference 
being akin to that provided by HO 
transmissions on 1V We enjoyed a 
number of other tracks on the system 
and each proved engaging and 
entertaining thanks to a set-up that 
clearly puts the music first.

If you were to upgrade this : 
system, Almey recommends 
adding a Nairn NAP 155 XS j
power amp. *

■

i

“ A NAIM UI__________
STREAMER/PLAYER

IQUTE ALL IN ONE

£1,350
naimaudio.com

O GURU PRO AUDIO QM10
v £1,895 g

guruproaudlo.com

TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
£3,245

V

° * -™. HM

SUMMING

Tom Tom may be dedicated to the 
Naim cause, but that doesn’t mean 
that all of James’ systems sound the 
same. There is an underlying theme to 
them all and that’s musicality. All three 
systems focus on the music rather than 
the sound, so while imaging, dynamics

and tonal depth are there to be heard We thoroughly enjoyed the experience
the emphasis is on the message that the and listened for considerably longer 
various artists are trying to convey. than was stricdy necessary.

If you have only heard Naim systems Tom Tom makes a very good case for
at shows, then you will be surprised how the ‘by appointment’ retailer, so if this 
different and frankly, how entertaining isn’t the future of serious audio retailing
they can sound in a good demo room. we’ll eat our hats. •
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Help&advice
We've got the answers to everything you've ever wanted to know about hi-fi 
and weren't afraid to ask. Email us now at h/fichoice@futurenetcom or write to:
Hi-Fi Choice Q&A, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Ba/combe Street, London NW1 6NW

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: LOUDSPEAKERS
HAVING WORKED on both sides of the 
audio industry for over 30 years, as 
loudspeaker designer and reviewer, Paul is 
ideally placed to offer thorough, in-depth 
analysis of every speaker reviewed, as well 
as cutting-edge developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
AS EVERY audiophile knows, there's so 
much more to getting a system to sing than 
merely throwing components together. 
Jimmy Hughes has spent 40 years tweaking 
and optimising systems, as well as 
voraciously collecting records.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
WRITING EXCLUSIVELY for HFC, Richard 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to bear in 
our rigorous Blind-Listening Group Test. As 
our technical consultant, Richard is the 
authority on HFC's test and measurement.M 

&
 1

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Q
 Which amp and CD player would 
partner well with my Spendor classic 
speakers? Also could you tell me 

what speaker cable is best to get the most 
out of what I have?
Marc Nijst. via email

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: DIGITAL AUDIO
RESIDENT IN the audio industry for over a 
decade, Ed has considerable experience of 
both CD and SACD formats on disc, as well 
as an increasing personal interest in 
streamed high-resolution audio and 
network based systems

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: HIGH-END
HAVING WRITTEN for a huge range of 
magazines, both internationally and in 
Britain, Alvin has a very full 30 years of 
reviewing under his belt. A guru of all 
component types, he's now extending his 
expertise by building PCs for audio too.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
ANOTHER EDITOR, Jason opted to become a 
freelance contributor when he relinquished 
the helm of HFC after 17 years on the 
magazine. A hi-fi addict since his twenties, 
Jason fell for the beauty of vinyl and has 
never looked back.

r---------------------------------------------------------------------------

ASK US A QUESTION TODAY!
Our experts are on hand to answer your questions. 
Whether you’re looking for future-proof upgrades, 
advice or help with your current set-up, our two- 
channel Einsteins have all the necessary expertise 
and several hundred years of combined audio 
knowledge to slake your thirst and support your 
passion for perfect sound. Email your questions now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com

We spoke to Spendor who claims (accurately in our view) that its speakers are not hugely fussy about amplification. This gives us plenty of choices.You don't specify the model in question but two brands that we would consider a good starting point are Nairn and Cambridge Audio.

Deck Dilemma
I'm planning to buy a good 

a|lj||| quality turntable to use for 
the next 10-15 years and after 

spending hours reading on the internet 
and in magazines, my choice has 
narrowed to two. I’m also planning to 
upgrade my current amp/CD player in 
12 months or so, to the likes of a Primare 
122 or132 plus the CD 22.1 have had my 
Proac Studio 125 (latest version) for a 
few years now and am completely happy 
with them.

My options are: MichellTecnodec + 
Tecno arm direct wired and Ortofon 
Rondo Red or a Clearaudio Emotion SE 
plus Satisfy carbon arm direct wired
plus Aurum Beta-S wood - both of

Rondo gives Michell edge

Both of these offer sufficient power coupled with the timing and drive to really show what the Spendors can do. A Nairn CD5XS and Nait XS combination could be an ideal starting point.Spendor also says that its range is flexible with regards to cabling but recommend Chord, Atlas and van den Hui as good choices.

which are selling for €1,990 each.The 
decks are sold by two reliable and 
trustworthy dealers here in Antwerp. So 
I was wondering which of those two very 
talented turntables would you go for?
Ronny Dierckx, Belgium, via email

We feel that both decks have a great deal to recommend them and it is something of a shame that they cannot be easily demoed head-to-head.The Clearaudio is beautifully built and consists of parts that are worth more than the package price. The sound is open and extremely detailed. The Michell is subjectively worth the value of the asking price rather than being a package but we still think that it is excellent value. We feel the Ortofon Rondo cartridge will significantly outperform the Au rum Beta on the Clearaudio. We are big fans of the Ortofon Rondo range and suspect that this will probably give the Michell package a slight performanceadvantage. We also find the Tecnodec
96 ^Choice FEBRUARY 2011 www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Neat Momentum 4i floorstanders

^^w.hifichoice.co.uk

• ’ - '

being too fatiguing to listen to 
for long periods. Let us know how 
you get on.

Music Fidelity's M6 will happily partner 
B&rys803s

and Tecnoarm to be the most 
simple and intuitive deck and 
arm combinations to set up. Both 
decks are extremely well built and 
should prove long-lived, but we 
would choose the Tecnodec in 
this instance because the design 
has been around for some years 
and has already proved reliable.

We don't think you would be 
disappointed with either deck, 
but for us it would be a narrow 
victory for the Michell.

Spicing-up

Q
Hi experts! I own a 
Marantz SA-8400 CD 
player connected to a 
Musical Fidelity XP100 preamp 

with Chord Company calypso cable 
to the preamp; TAG Mclaren F3 
100P power amp connected with 
a Chord Company cobra 3 to the 
preamp; Mirage OM7 speakers 
with Chord Company Silver Plus bi­
wired speaker cable. The speakers 
stand on spikes on a laminated 
floor. The electronics stand on a 
run-of-the-mill hi-fi/electrical store 
rack with standard power leads 
throughout. The room is 13ftx 20ft, 
and I sit 7ft from speakers which 
are 4ft from side walls and 2ft from 
the rear wall. Altering the room 
would be difficult.

My musical tastes range from 
AC-DC to Chris De Burgh/Amy 
McDonald and I listen mainly to 
Radio 2 music. I need my system 
to grab my attention more after 
listening to the radio five days 
a week, 12hrs a day as an HGV 
driver. My budget is £3,000, but 
I could go a little more or less 
depending on your advice.
Rolo Fabian, via email

There are two different 
ways of going about 
increasing the overall 

excitement that the system can
produce. The first would be a 
change to the amplification. 
Our recent experience with the 
Electrocompaniet EC/5 Mkll was 
very positive. It has excellent 
detail and a very involving sound 
that avoids being bright and 
harsh at the same time. Another 
option would be to keep the pre­
amp and look at replacing the 
TAG Mclaren with something like 
the Cyrus Mono X300s we tested 
in HFC341. We commented on the 
exceptional resolution and detail 
retrieval that they possess and 
this could be exactly what you 
are looking for in terms of a more 
attention-grabbing system that at

the same time is not too fatiguing 
to listen to for long periods.

The other option is to change 
the speakers for something more 
exciting and attention-grabbing. 
One design that could work well 
in the setup you describe is the 
Neat Momentum 4i. This uses a 
clever isobaric arrangement of 
downward-firing drivers to give 
it a very fast and clean 
bass response, coupled with 
the standard, highly enjoyable 
Neat sound. These could offer 
the excitement that you are 
looking for without too much 
danger of the resulting system

Power play

Q
I am lucky enough to 
have snapped up a pair 
of the preceding model 

of Bowers and Wilkins 803D at a 
useful price reduction. I have 
wanted a pair for some time and 
I am delighted with them.
The situation now is that the 

803Ds are showing up some of 
the limitations in my electronics 
and I suspect they could do with 
more power. At present, I have a 
Marantz SA-15 and PM-15 
pairing with Michell Gyrodec and 
Furutech cabling. I could 
probably put up to £5,000 
together for a significant upgrade 
of either amp and CD or amp 
alone, although if I can spend 
less that would be ideal. I will be 
keeping the Gyrodec so would 
need a phono stage.
Richard Edmunds, via email

The 8030s are a fine 
speaker and not too 
insensitive, but they do 

prefer a reasonably high power
output to do their best work. Your 
choices of high-power amps 
are pretty good at the moment, 
however, so you have some 
strong options for getting the 
best out of them.

One pre/power combination 
that we feel is more than up to the 
job is the Musical Fidelity M6 Pre/ 
M6 Prx we tested in HFC 340. This 
is over budget but would be the 
perfect match for the 8030s, and 
retains a high-quality internal 
phono stage.
Another promising option that 

retains an internal phono stage is 
the Marantz 5C-1151 and 5M11 
5-1 combination that might 
have more in common with the 
Marantz sound that you are used 
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to with a bit more 'oomph' and 
some useful connection options.

Finally, the Cyrus X300 monos 
would have the measure of the 
8030 and matched with the very 
flexible Cyrus Pre XP d, would be 
under budget. You would need to 
accommodate an external phono 
stage, however.

Flicking the switch 
QLike quite a few people, 

I am sharing my front 
speakers between a 

surround sound receiver and a 
stereo amplifier. I am concerned 
what damage may occur if both 
units are turned on at the same 
time by accident. Is there a high- 
quality switching unit available 
that you could recommend?
Alan Bridgens, via email

Although we suspect 
that you are far from 
alone in doing this, we 

assume that most people must
be chancing it as the number 
of switching boxes that allows 
for multiple amplifiers to be 
connected to a single pair of 
speakers is very law indeed. 
Happily, the Beresford TC-7220 
is designed to perform this very 
task and looks to be as sonically 
transparent as possible.

Value valves

Q
I am considering taking 
the plunge with my first 
valve system after 

seeing the Puresound AlO as a 
runner up in the HFC 2010 
Awards issue and listening to 
one. I only have one source 
(Squeezebox Touch) so the 
limited inputs are not a problem, 
but the limited output worries me 
slightly. I am happy to dispense 
with my current Wharfedale 
Diamonds along with the rest of 
the system but I need suggestions 
on partnering speakers for the

w.hifichoice.co.uk


WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST
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APOLLO 
ATACAMA 

AV INTERNATIONAL 
CHORD COMPANY 

CHORD ELECTRONICS 
CLEARAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 
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HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

THE UK's PREMIER VINYL RELATED RESOURCE WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON ONLINE!
If you need us sooner, please call 0845 601 9390 or email choice@turntableworld.co.uk

^^w.2ndhandhifi.co.uk ...what are ypuupfor? "

tel: 0845 6019390
AnalogueAces Lustre. excellent Japanese tonearm 149Ariston RD811 Superior, Mission 774, excellent 299Cardas Neutral Reference Tonearm Cable. weeks old 299 Clearaudio Unity tonearm, brand new 999Decent Audio Wallshelf, used 149Garrard 301, good cosmetics, full working order 799 Linn LP12, Funk Vector, Nairn Aro, superb! 1999 Linn LP12, Ekas in black ash 1299Linn LP12 Rosewood. Cirkus, Lingo. lttok. boxed 1499 Linn Unto, excellent condition. boxed 499Michell Hydraullc Reference, SME 3009. new lid 749 Michell Gyro SE, excellent boxed with HA supply 899 Monitor Audio MA500 Direct Drive, excellent! 249 Pink Triangle PT Too, Linn Ekos, offboard p/s 999Project APM10, speedbox. nr mint boxed 999Project X Pack, very low hours nr mint boxed 499 Rega Pl, ex demo 149Rega Planar 2 c/w RB250 and Super Bias, excellent 149 Rega AB250 with stubmod 119Aoksan Reference PSU in black, ex demo CallAoksan TMS1 & DSU boxed, recent TM service 1749 Aoksan Xerxes, XPS2, TabrizZi excellent 599SME 10a turntable and tonearm, mint ex demo Call SME 20/2a turntable and tonearm, mint ex demo Call SME 3009/2, excellent 179Systemdek llX, c/w Systemdek arm, vgc 149Thorens TD125, excellent original box/packing 299Tom Evans The Groove, excellent 1099VPI Super Scoutmaster, SOS, Clamps, Feet etc 2749 Wilson Benesch Act 1 Tonearm, nr mint superb 799

Radio/RecortertArcam FMJ26DAB, excellent boxed 249Arcam DT91 FM/DAB, excellent boxed 199Nakamichi ZX1DOOL, just serviced, vgc CallQuad FM3, vgc 99Quad FM4, vgc 179Quad FM66, excellent 299

^^^■Amplifieaa^nArcam A28, nr mint boxed in black REDUCED 449Arcam A38, nr mint boxed in black REDUCED 649Audio Synthesis Fame T. excellent boxed remote 499 Audiolab BODOR UK version 299Audiolab 80000, late version 249Audio Research SP11mk2, 2009 AS service 2499 Audio Research LS15, excellent boxed 1299Audio Research LS26. as new boxed CallAudio Zone Amp 2 Monoblocks 799Aura PA200, excellent boxed 499Cairn 4810 Integrated. nr mint with phono board 1199 Cairn Nitro/K02 Pre/Power Amps, excellent boxed 1499 Conrad Johnson MV60SE Power nr mint boxed 1499 CA Developments Kalypso, vgc boxed 699Cyrus 6VS2, excellent boxed 349Cyrus 3i, with matching monoblocks. vgc 499Densen Beat 8100, vgc boxed 399Esoteric Al10, buiit in DAG and phone, excellen-t! 1199 Krell Evolution 600 Monoblocks Offers!Levinson No27 Power amp, vgc 1499Lyngdorf TDAl2200 with Aoomperfect and DAG 2999 Marantz SM17 Power, excellent boxed 299Melody 101 pre and Matching Monos, ex demo Call Melody 2A3 Integrated, ex demo CallMelody 300b Integrated. excellent boxed 799NAIM NAC122/150, excellent boxed 599NAC112 excellent boxed 249NAIM 250, boxed, recased to olve & servced in 2000 799 NAIM NAPV145, excellent 999NAIM NAP250.2, excellent boxed 1749NAIM NAG122X nr mint boxed 349NAIM NAC52, excellent boxed 1999Prima Luna Prologue one. excellent boxed 799PS Audio Trio P200, excellent boxed with remote 399 Rega Cursa, excellent 149Roksan Kandy K2 integrated ex demo 599Ratel AA04 and RADS. both as new boxed CallTag Mclaren 60irv, nr mint boxed 399Unison Research Unico hybrid Integrated, vgc 499

DigitalArcam CD33T. as new boxed 399Arcam CD37, excellent boxed 799Audio Research CD3Mk2, excellent boxed remote 1799 Cambridge Audio 640v2, excellent boxed 179Consonance CD2.2 24bit, excellent boxed 599Copland CD823, excellent boxed 899Cyrus PSXR, excellent smooth black boxed 249Cyrus CD6SE, excellent siiver boxed 449Cyrus GO8SE, excellent boxed, due in 599Densen 8400 pus. vgc boxed 399Esoteric DV60, mint boxed. SAVE £2000! 2499Esoteric P05/005, as new ex demo CalLinn Numerik, vgc 299Marantz SA8003. excellent boxed, Due in 449Marantz SA15, excellent boxed 499Marantz CD17Kt, excellent boxed 399Marantz CD12/DA12 excellent with tabletop remote 1199 Meridian 507, excellent boxed 599Meridian 566/24 DAC. excellent 399Micromega CD10, nr mint boxed new model 599 Micromega C030, nr mint boxed new model 1199Musical Fidelity KWTR/DM25 Transpo^DAC. nr mint 1599 Nairn CD5X, excellent boxed 699Nairn CD5, excellent boxed 499NAIM CDS/COPS, nr mint boxed 999NAIM CDX2, excellent boxed with remote 1599Ratel ACD06, as new boxed 299Sugden CD21, ex demo nr mint boxed 749Sugden CD21SE, ex demo nr mint boxed 999TEAC P700/0700 excellent boxed 1/2 size pair 749
AV/Accessories/CablesChord Epic Speaker cables. factory terminated pair CallIsotek and LAT extension bocks CallIsotek Sigmas, nr mint boxed 799NAIM Supercap in Olive, new Burndy 1749Onkyo 507, 607 & 807, as new ex demo boxed CallPS Audio Quintessence, as new boxed 499

^LOUdS^k^^Art Vietto. 3 months old 599Castle Conway 3, excellent boxed 299Definitive Technology Mythos 2, pair, bargain! 399Kudos C10, eady b-wire pair in Rosenut 1299Linn Ninka. excellent boxed 449Magneplanar MG1.6, ex review 1499Martin Logan Purity, ex demo, for detaiis 1999Martin Logan Odyssey, excellent boxed 2999Monitor Audio GS60 in oak, ex demo vgc CallMonitor Audio GSW12 Gold series Subwoofer 699Monitor Audio MA1800 Golld, large floorstander 349 PMC FB1i in Walnut, as new boxed 1499PMC Fact 8 in Tiger Ebony, excellent boxed 3249Proac Tablette Ref 8 in cherry, excellent 499Proac Tablette Ref 8 Signature in Ebony, mint boxed 799 Proac Studio 130 in Oak, excellent boxed 699Proac Studio 140 in Ebony, excellent boxed 999PSB Alpha B1 ^ereophiie Product of the year 99Quad 21L in Birds eye Maple finish. nr mint 349Rega RS1 , mint boxed 279Rega R3, in cherry boxed 249Revel Pertorma F32, excellent boxed, serious value! 1399 Spendor S3/Sse, excellent boxed 549Totem Model One Signature, excellent boxed 949Usher CP6371, vgc boxed, due in CallUsher Mini Dancer 2, ex demo, nr mint CallUsher Be718 Standmount, excellent boxed 849Wharfedale Diamond Home cinema pack, ex demo Call Wharfedale Active Diamond 7.1s - rare boxed! 119Yamaha NS1000M, black ash, original grrils 749
SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALSAudio Analogue Crescendo Amp & CD, ex demo 799 Esoterrc SA10 & A110 combo, as new 2249Micromega CD10 & IA60, both as new 999Micromega CD30 & IA180 both as new 1999Onkyo A733/C733 Amp and CD ex display 599Rega Saturn, Cursa 3, Exon 3s. excellent Call

Telephone 01642 267012, Tuesday to Saturday 10 til 5 
or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

mailto:choice@turntableworld.co.uk
w.2ndhandhifi.co.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
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Zero Feemaw 300
Dees are handsome, 

expressive and sufficiently sensitive

A10 that wilt reach a good, 
healthy listening level in a 
relatively small (4mx3m) room 
for no more (and preferably quite 
a bit less) than £1,000 the pair?
Calum McCrea, via email

The on-paperPuresound 

output of 10 watts can 

seem a bit daunting in 

terms of partnering speakers, but 

it is worth considering that the 

Puresoundseems to have plenty 

of real-world grunt and that even 

relatively loud listening levels in 

a room of the size you describe 

need not require a huge power 

output. With this in mind, two 

brands produce speakers that 

should be ideal for the task. The 

Tannoy Revolution DC6 has an 

on-paper sensitivity of 88dB/W, 

which it comfortably exceeded 

when we tested it in HFC 307. 

The impedance is a consistent 

8 ohms making them an ideal 

match for the A10. Equally 

importantly, we like their open 

expressive performance and very 

handsome aesthetics.

Another less expensive option 

is the Triangle Titus EX (which 
strangely enough was also tested 

in HFC 307). While this failed 

to meet the claimed sensitivity 

of 91dB/W. it still works out as 

about as sensitive as the Tannoy 

and another good match for 

the Pu resound, especially if you 

prefer a more forceful and 

upbeat presentation.

Canned heat

O
As a result of moving 
house and into shared 
accommodation with a 
group of people who seem very 
sensitive to noise, it seems I 

need to invest in a good pair of 
over ear headphones. I have a 
Yamaha A-5700, which has an 
internal headphone amplifier 
of reasonable quality, so I'd 
like to avoid having to buy a 
separate headphone amplifier. 
With a budget up to £250, can 
it be done?
Calum McCrea, via email

We think so. You don't 

specify whether you 

would also like to use 

the headphones connected to a 

portable device but this would 

probably shape our choice.

If you also want to go out and 

about with your headphones 

(especially if you do so with an 

iPhone), the Bowers & Wilkins 
P5 will take some beating. They 

were nominated in the HFC 2010 

Awards issue, offering strong 

sonics with excellent build and a 

very comfortable listen.

If you are listening purely 

indoors, we feel the 

Beyerdynamic DT880 and 

reviewed in HFC 312 would also 

be a very strong contender. We 

found it very comfortable to 

listen to for long periods and the 

extremely detailed and neutral 

presentation made it a very 

engaging listen.

Beyerdynamic's DTT80s are ideal 
for indoor listening

THE HI-FI CHOICE 
GUIDE TO: 
MONOBLOCKS

EXPERT
ADVICE

11111111111111111111 
11111111111111111111 
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MONOAMPLIFIERS have never 
been a very mainstream concept 
since stereo became the default hi-fi 
medium in the sixties Despite this, the 
monoblock - a single channel power 
amplifier has been part of high-end 
hr-fi for some time now
The reasons for designing 

amplification in this way come down 
to performance A monoblock has 
its own power supply (which in some 
very extreme cases can be external 
to the amplification section) that does 
not have to power any other section 
of the amplifier The actual circuitry is 
simplified as a result of only containing 
a single channel This also helps 
make monoblocks very resistant 
to crosstalk -the 'bleeding' of one 
channel of information into another 
As monoblocks share no circuitry with 
the other channel, provided that the 
preamp is well implemented, channel 
separation should be nearly total 
The downsides to this approach is 
that a system with monoblocks will 
require at least three boxes devoted 
to amplification - one monoblock per 
channel and a preamp for collating 
sources and controlling volume Thrs 
usually makes monoblock-based 
systems more expensive than 
conventional pre/power ones as well 

as more space consuming . •
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Ferguson Hill I
£395 020 7284 0969

fergusonhill.co.uk
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PRICE. £420 CONTACT; 020 7328 4499
WEBSITE: ECLIPSE-TD.NET

FERGUSON HILL made its name initially with large horn speakers 
made predominantly from acrylic (Perspex). It's in the nature of 
horns that they are large and tricky to optimise in a room, so sales 
will never be recorded in telephone numbers. It was a stroke of pure 
genius, though, to scale down the design to the present system, 
in which the horns stand about40cm high by 27cm wide and 
are supplemented by a pair of bass (well, lower midrange really) 
spheres each 20cm in diameter. Admittedly, you'll need a large and 
uncluttered desk, but it is a plausible system for computer-side use 
and it looks simply fantastic-you won't want to keep your office 
private with this lot for visitors to admire1 Drive is from a 14cm metal 
cube which includes amps, crossovers and input on phono and 
minijack sockets.

We did expect to be making some sonic allowances for the looks, 
but in fact the FH007 sounds nearly as good as it looks. Driven hard, 
there's some thickening of textures, but in a medium-size room one 
can get quite satisfying volume before that happens. Horns often 
‘beam' the treble a bit and that's the case here, so bright recordings 
can sound a little sibilant if one sits bang on-axis. But these are 
minor points and the overall impression is of very satisfying sound 
that one is reluctant to turn off. We also tried the FHOOS subwoofer 
(£275), which is a bit of a pain to set up but worth persevering with. 
Even without it, though, bass is not bad - it just lacks a little heft, as 
you'd expect.

ECLIPSE'S 'TIME DOMAIN' loudspeakers have become a familiar 
feature of the hi-fi landscape, immediately distinctive by their 
shape. It's all part of a simple aim: to reproduce audio with 
accurate phase response - hence the 'time domain' moniker. They 
use single, wide-range drive units and profiles which minimise 
resonances, both inside and out (edge diffraction). The cabinet is 
made of low-resonance materials, while various other techniques 
are also used to maintain both the frequency response and the 
waveform of the audio signal.

All these aims scale perfectly well and as a result the TD307 
resembles its bigger siblings very closely - it's just smaller. 
Ultimate bass extension is less impressive and the maximum 
output is reduced, but on the other hand one might expect that 
treble dispersion will be improved and imaging even better. 
The speakers come as a system with the very natty amplifier and 
basic cables.

With little doubt, the imaging is going to be one of the first things 
most listeners notice about these speakers: it is absolutely superb 
(though it can easily be compromised if the speakers are too near 
large objects - they like a little space). Basic tonality is good, if not 
great, but this depends on source material: we found ourselves 
loving the speakers with simple material, especially vocals, but full 
orchestra sounds a bit boxy and closed-in. Bass is better than one 
expects, though with the volume turned up high, it becomes rather 
tuneless. But, overall, this system is lively, informative and, oh, did 
we mention, it images very well?

Ut D R | £T AVISUALANDSONICdeUght thatwill makeyou wantto
****" stayatthe desk long after work has finished

VERDICT ALTIOUGHTONALchararteristics arenotquiteconsistentandbass 
lacks color, the imaging and Ufe in the sound will keep you pinned

M initest
Richard Black looks at four desktop speaker 
systems - who said work was no fun?

fergusonhill.co.uk
w.hifichoice.co.uk
TD.NET


**** Uvelyand thoroughlyenjoyable

***** concept of'desktop hi-fi'
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HELP & 
ADVICE

of the midi-systems that have sold very 
well at similar prices in recent years.

The portable and computer-friendly 
connections prompt us to advise that 
the best way to get the best out of any of

these is to use exclusive uncompressed 
(or lossless) audio files, rather than MP3 
etc. And, as with any speakers, keeping 
them clear of clutter, as far as possible, is 
no bad thing.

are broadly 
computer/desktop audio, 

there’s nothing at all to prevent one using 
them as a second system. Indeed, any of 
them could show a thing or three to some

Acoustic Energy
AegoM
PRICE. £120 CONTACT: 01285 646580
WEBSITE: ACOUST1C-ENERGY.CO.UK

Bowers and Wilkins
MM-1
PRICE: £400 CONTACT: 01903 221500
WEBSITE: BOWERS-WILKINS.COMVERDICT SURE, DEARER systems ultimately offer more but the value here

is first-rate, with sound that needs no special pleading: detailed,

VERDICT EXPENSIVEATARST sight, this is aduallya bargain given the quaUtyon offer, and quite redefines the

THERE ARE SMALL loudspeakers and there are really tiny 
loudspeakers - these are definitely the latter, with a largest 
dimension (height) of only just over 1Ocm, a depth of 9cm and 
width 7cm. Even the most cramped desk can surely accommodate a 
couple of those. Of course, you aren't going to get much in the way 
of bass from enclosures that size, however cleverly designed, so 
the Aego M system includes a subwoofer, a mono unit some 32cm 
tall. The sub also includes amplifiers for all channels (including the 
optional centre) and features just one knob at the front which, like 
that on a transistor radio, switches on and then increases volume. 
There are two inputs, phono sockets at the rear and a mini-jack 
j ust under the knob. Flat speaker cables are included, generous in 
length, making this a very easy system to install.

With a crossover frequency of 250Hz, the transition from bass 
to satellite speakers isn't truly seamless and just occasionally the 
sound becomes a little disjointed as a result. But, overall, this is a 
very impressive system when one looks at the value on offer. We 
turned it up to surprising volume levels and the sound still stayed 
clean and detailed, with very good neutrality through the midrange. 
The bass is a little uneven and treble seems slightly peaky, which 
maybe isn't the best thing to go with MP3 sound, but with good 
recordings the Aego Mis very capable. It's best with small groups of 
musicians with larger ensembles sounding less real and involving, 
but for £120 it's frankly a steal.

MINI TEST
DESKTOP SPEAKER SYSTEMS

The basic size (10cm square by 17cm high) is no great surprise, and 
the look doesn't give much away. The first hint that this is something 
a little clever is the inclusion of a USB cable: yes, this speaker system 
is computer-oriented to the point of having a USB digital input, plus 
a single analogue input on a mini-jack connector. Indeed, it's very 
heavily digital, having also a digital amplifier and some Digital Signal 
Processing (DSP) which is claimed, rather vaguely, to keep music 
'sounding rich and detail, no matter how loud you play it'. Some sort 
of unheralded 'loudness control'? We'll come back to that... The right 
speaker includes the electronics and connects to the left via a cable, 
which, if there's slack, can be partly wound out of sight under the left 
speaker. There's even a remote control, capable of operating as a 
transport control for suitable computer software.

As luck would have it, this system arrived last of the four, and so 
had some high standards to live up to when we first plugged it in. 
Let's just say it opened our eyes to new standards of attainment 
possible from miniature hi-fi. We don't even want to know whether 
that DSP is doing some loudness control: the fact is that at any level 
setting the sound is just astonishingly clear, well balanced and 
detailed. The deepest bass isn't really there, but even with such 
torture tracks as full-on church organ, one only notices that at the 
start. Dispersion is stunning, the sound being highly consistent 
almost anywhere roughly in front of the speakers and the imaging 
is excellent. •

w.hifichoice.co.uk
ENERGY.CO.UK
WILKINS.COM


Year warranty

All Roksan electronics and turntables sold 
through authorised dealers are covered by 
a free 5 year parts and labour warranty.

Roksan
Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs
www.henleydesigns.co.uk,
sales@henleydesigns.co.uk, 01235 511166

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk
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HFC jargon-buster
OUR A-Z GUIDE OF TECHNICAL TERMS

5.1- CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 
channels, typically front left and 
right, centre, surround left and 

right, and LFE (low Frequency 
Effects) for a subwoofer.

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have 
a characteristic frequency balance 

resulting from emphasising parts of 
the audio range and/or 

de-emphasising others.

BASS The lowest three octaves of 
the audio band - 'low bass' refers 

to the bottom octave (20-40Hz), 
'mid^bass' the middle octave (40^ 

80Hz) and 'upper bass' the top 
octave (80-l60Hz).

BPAMP (sometimes tri-amp). 
Loudspeakers equipped with 

separate access terminals to each 
drive unit can be driven by 
separate (matching) power 

amplifiers for each driver.

Bl^WIRE (sometimes tripwire). 
Loudspeakers with separate access 

terminals to each drive unit can be 

driven by separate cable runs 

between the amp and each driver. 

CD^R Recordable CD that cannot 
be erased, though discs that have 

not been completely filled can 

have tracks added until the disc 
is finalised.

CD-RW Re-writable or 
re-recordable CD, incompatible 

with older CD players.

CLASS A The operation of an 
amplifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed 

to Class B, where some of the 

devices are effectively turned off 
some of the time. Class A tends to 

have the advantage of offering 

lower distortion, while Class B 

tends to generate less heat.

CLASS AB Most practical amps 
operate in Class A for the first 
fraction of a watt and Class 
B thereafter.

CLIPPING An amplifier's output 
waveform is 'clipped' if the volume 

is advanced too far and no more 

'volts' are available to sustain 

ever-increasing power levels. 
Distortion increases dramatically 

at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator 
that is used to generate a timing 

reference signal. Used to 
synchronise the data being taken 

from a disc.

CROSSOVER A simple electrical 
network which divides the full 
bandwidth signal received from the 
power amplifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum 

to the various drive units.

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). 
Digital radio using frequencies in 
Ihe 217.5^230MHz band.

Broadcasters use varying degrees 
of compression and offer a broad 

range of programming.

DAC or Digital^to-Analogue 
Converter. The stage in any 

digital component at which 

incoming digital data is used to 
reconstruct a recognisable 

analogue (music) waveform.

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed 
digital audio format that typically 

contains five or more entirely 

discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX where 

side and rear channels are used.

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL
Forerunner to OD that 'steers' 
information to the front l/R, centre 

and mono surround channels via 

an analogue matrix.

DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer 
which converts electrical energy 

into acoustic energy, eg bass 

driver, tweeter.

DSD (direct stream digital) The 
coding format used for SACD offers 

a frequency response of over 

lOOkHz and a dynamic range over 
120dB. It has over four times the 

data capacity of CD.

DSP (digital signal processor). 
Integrated circuit that handles 
the decoding of digital audio 

streams. In 5.1 processors, it 
separates the left from right and 

front from rear, while managing 

the various bass options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. 
Competitor to Dolby Digital with 

a reduced 4:1 compression ratio 
that, ostensibly, promises 

higher quality.

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution 
variant on DVD offering up 
to 192kHz bandwidth and 24-bit 

dynamic range. Discs are 
compatible with standard 

DVD players.

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 
connection that uses an electrical 
cable rather than optical. Includes 
the balanced ('AEs/eBU') interface.

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to 
digital audio, both analogue and 

digital. These are often very 

sophisticated in design, and in 
total they probably have rather 

more to do with the 'personality' 

of CD player sound than most 
other factors.

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The 
range of frequencies, from low 

to high, which a loudspeaker 

will reproduce.

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the 
amplifier driving it.

JITTER An insidious distortion 
specific to digital audio caused by 

imprecision in the clock, used to 
regulate the conversion of data 

into analogue audio.

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital 
data rate measurement system 

used primarily with highly 
compressed formats such as MP3, 

DAB etc. The higher the amount, 
the better the quality.

LINE LEVEL Practically every 
modern source component (except 

phono cartridges) gives an output 
in the region of 1-2V, referred to as 

'line level'. It follows that all inputs 

labelled 'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' or 'tape' 
are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable.

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A 
method of reducing the number of 
data bits (density) without 

corrupting the original description 
of the musical signal.

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction 
in data density by recourse to a 

complex psycho-acoustical model 
that predicts what is, and what is 
not, 'audible' within a sequence 

of music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 
octaves of the audio band, where 

the ear is most sensitive, covering 
the approximate frequency span 

from 160Hz up to 3kHz.

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy 
compression format for digital 

audio that drastically reduces data 
content in order to squeeze music 

through internet connections or 
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored 

on a hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure 
of resistance to alternating current, 

a source with low output impedance 
(below 100 ohms) helps ensure 

compatibility with most amplifiers, 

even with long interconnect cables.

PCM (pulse code modulation) The 

digital coding system for analogue 
waveforms used for CD and DVD. 
Quality is limited by the oversample 

and bit rates used - CD is 
44.lkHz/16-bit while

DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24-bit.

PRESENCE BAND Critical section 
of the audio band at the point 

where midrange and treble meet.

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from 

errors in the description of the 

musical signal by the digital code.

SACD (Super Audio CD) was 
launched in 1999 and is a Sony/ 
Philips format based on DSD coding 
that offers high resolution stereo 
and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played 

on ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which 
the musical waveform is sliced up 

into discrete chunks. For CD, this is 

44.lkHz or once every 0.023 msec. 
DVD will also support 48kHz and 

96kHz.

SENSITIVITY The relative loudness 
that a speaker generates for a 
specific voltage input. Expressed in 

decibels per watt (dB/W), measured 
lm from the speaker.

THX Standards system for home 
cinema set-ups which includes 
amplifier power and speaker 

dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Select.

TOSLINK The proprietary name 
given by Toshiba to the optical fibre 

signal transmission system it 
invented for consumer applications.

TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two 
main types of power semiconductor 

used in solid state amplifier 

output stages.

TREBLE High frequencies, the 
top end of the audio band, ie 
above 3kHz.

TWEETER Treble driver.

TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker 
crossovers split the signal into two 
or three frequency bands, a two­

way speaker can have more than 
two drive units.

WATTS (per channel) The wait is 
the unit of electrical power and the 

WPC rating is the maximum average 

undistorted power that an amp can 

deliver to a typical speaker. 
However, speaker sensitivity 
variations can make more difference 
than amplifier output.

WOOFER Bass driver.

GUIDE TO DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright 
sonic character.

AMBIENCE The impression of an 
acoustical space, such as the 
performing hall in which a 

recording was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed.

ARTICULATE Intelligibility of 
voice(s) and instruments and the 

interactions between them.

ATTACK The leading edge of a 
note and the ability of a system 

to reproduce the attack transients 
in music.

BALANCE Essentially tonal 
balance, the degree to which 
one aspect of the sonic spectrum 
is emphasised above the rest.
Also channel balance, the relative 
level of the left and right 

stereo channels.

BODY Fullness of sound, with 
particular emphasis on upper bass. 

Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 
with audible cabinet resonances.

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises 
the upper midrange/lower treble.

DARK A tonal balance that tilts 
downwards with increasing 

frequency. Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it 
follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) 
The ability of a component to 

reveal the subtle information 
that is fundamental to high 

fidelity sound.

DEPTH (of image) The perception 
of music being reproduced behind 

the loudspeakers and inhabiting a 
reproduction of the acoustic space 

of the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate 
elements of the original sound and 

those which are the first to 

disappear with lesser equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of 
'juice', which usually comes across 
as fine-grained and lean. Also a 

loss of reverberation as produced 
by a damped environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of 
energy and wide dynamic range. 
Related to perceived speed as well 
as contrasts in volume both large 

and small.

EUPHONIC An appealing form of 
distortion that generally enhances 
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid 
transients which increase the 
sense of realism and 'snap'.

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of 
image projection.

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an 
aggressive sound, a sense ofthe 

image being projected infront of 

the speakers and ofmusic being 
forced uponthe listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed 
sound which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable, forward, 
aggressive sound with a 

metallic tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive.

IMAGING (stereo) The sense that 
a voice or instrument is in a 

particular place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de 
vivre, energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 
sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense 
of cohesion and subjective 

'rightness' in the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.

OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 
transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height 
and 'air', relates to clean upper 
midrange and treble.

PACE Often associated with 
rhythm, a strong sense of timing 

and beat.

PRESENCE A sense of an 
instrument or voice occupying a 

place in the listening room.

PRESENCE RANGE The upper 
midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you 
feel rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 
'S' sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed 
and transient response can deliver 
the immediacy or 'snap' of live 

instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good 
pace gives the impression of 

being right on the money in 

its timing.

STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 
sound.

THICK A lack of articulation and 
clarity in the bass.

THIN Bass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an 
instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in 
tempo. See speed and pace.

TRANSIENT The leading edge of 
a percussive sound. Good 

transient response makes the 
sound as a whole more live 

and realistic.

TRANSPARENCYTRANSPARENT
A hear^through quality that is akin 

to clarity and reveals all aspects 
of detail.

TWEAK To tune a system or 
component in an attempt to get 
the best performance from it.

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 
this process.

VEILED Loss of detail due to 
limited transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower 
midrange/upper bass.

WEIGHT A sense of substance 
and underpinning produced by 

deep, controlled bass.
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Wanted Hifi Choice
Reader
C lassitied
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's 
first and best free private ads service for buying and 
selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're 
thinking about buying used kit, and if 
you want to sell something it's definitely 
the place to be. It's free to place an 
advertisement - simply submit your ad of 
up to 30 words, remembering to include 
your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to sendyour ad is via 
emailto: hifichoice@futurenet.com. 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
Future PubUshing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London NW1 6NW
Please note that this service is open to 

private advertisers only.

The mighty HD650: good at £220, great at £175...

r FOR SALEQUAD 22L2 speaker(£900) 
£600. Quad 606 amp and 

preamp £250 each. Luxman 
DP300 turntable £300. Sony 
557 ESD CD player £100. 
Also sensible offers please 
for a Nakamichi BX300E 
tape deck and Luxman T102L 
digital synthesiser. 01935 
412 949 or email: albhuie@ 
hotmail.com (Scotland).BOWERS& WILKINS801D 
(Rosenut). Fouryearsold, 
as new condition. Complete 

with all original packing. 
£6,500, no offers. Very 
heavy, buyer to collect.
Tel/Text: 07929721714or 
email: b.revill@hotmail.co.uk 
(Nottingham).FINITEELEMENTHD02 maple 
three-shelf equipment rack, 
mint, (£3,450)£2,450. Ayre 

AcousticsSignature 1.5m 
power cables with Furutech 
plugs, boxed. £350(two 

for £600). 01797 253073 
majba13@yahoo.co.uk 
(East Sussex).ARCAM Solo CD/FM/DAB 
immaculate condition, 
used as second system, 

boxed £680. Monitor Audio 

Silver RS6 in Natural Oak, 
immaculate, light use, boxed 
£380. Sennheiser HD650 
Reference headphones, 
immaculate, boxed, less 
than 10 hours use, £220.
07786 962373 or email: 
nick.j.dee@hotmail.com 
(Warwickshire).ROKSAN Radius 5 turntable, 
in maple, extremely good 
condition, upgraded with 
a Tabriz tonearm, £950 or 
will separate: turntable 
£550 and tonearm £400. 

07725525001 or email: alan.
strudwick@googlemail.com 
(South Wales).RUSS ANDREWS Crystal
Ag. hi-end interconnect 
(£850) £299. Same spec as 
Hero Ag and fitted with WBT 
Ag Phonos. 07981025698 
(Bristol).ROTELRA-05 amplifier, mint, 
£220. Rega R200 arm with 
new spare bias belt, £65. 
Pair of Rothwell attenuators 
£25. 07850 775814 or email:
Mike.eady@royalmail.com 
(Midlands).ASR Emitterl, version blue, 
three-box amp, £4,750.

Marantz SA7-S1 SACD player 
£2,950. Both good condition 
and 2.5 years old. 07831 
500338 (Worthing).

GRADOSR25i headphones, 
boxed and mint. Will accept 
£75ono.07891533084 
(Swansea).SENNHEISER HD650 
headphones £175. Creek
OBH21SEheadphone 
amp £125. Russ Andrews 
4m speaker cables, £75.
Alternatively £350 the lot. All 
good condition and boxed. 
07729 600847 (West Sussex).REVEL F32 speakers 
(Maple veneer), unmarked, 
original packaging, £1,350 
01243 582411 (West Sussex).EASTERN ELECTRIC M520 
valve amp, as new, 12 
months old. 25 watts. 
(£2,000) £1,050. 02920 
628861or07971296699 
(Cardiff).SHANUNG CDT 100 CD 
player. Valve or solid-state 
output, valve headphone 
output. On board preamp 
if required. Mint condition, 
boxed with manual. New 
(£1,650) £550. Can email 

photos if required.
01424 446282 (Sussex).GARRARD 401 £1,000ono.
Turntable power supply 

£300 ono. Technics 
Equaliser £150. Class A 
amplifier power supply 
£300ono. Arcam 9 power 
amplifier£250ono. Maplin 

50-watt board £25. 0207499 
8729 (Cambridgeshire).SME Model 10 precision 
turntable with Series V 
tonearm(£5,700) £3,200. 

One owner, superb 
condition, will demonstrate, 

photos available. Original 
packaging. Buyer collects. 

01604 410726 or07711 
702836 (Northants).DENON CD player 
DCD1500mk11, immaculate, 
hardly used since new, 

very good sound and build 
quality, £125 or £200 with 

my TDL RTL 3 transmission 

line speakers.
07751 537148 (Oxon).DYNAUDIO Master
Evidence (Cherrywood 
and Gloss Black). Very rare 

opportunity to own a pair of 
superb speakers. Excellent 
condition (£78,400) 
£28,000 ono. Photos 

available. 07970028771 or 
email: white-a64@sky.com 
(South Bucks).QUAD II Forty Monoblocks in 
unmarked, as new condition. 

Svetlana Cryogenically 
treated KT88 valve upgrade. 
Absolutely fantastic 

condition. Boxed with 
manuals(£4,000) £1,850. 

02380 224003 (Southampton). 

AYRECX7 silver CD player, 

very lightly used, mint 

condition, boxed, looks 
and sounds wonderful, 
genuine sale. Latest version 
costs over £2,400, bargain 

at£l,200. 07851 715446 
(Watford).SONY7.1 AV amp/receiver 
STR-DN1000, black, 7x 85 
watts per channel, 4-in-1 
out HDMI, auto calibration, 
tuner, DTS-HD, True HD, DTS- 
Es etc, purchased Dec 09, 

hardly used £190.
01843 586261 (Kent).DYNAUDIO Contour S3.4, 
(Piano Black) excellent 
condition(£5,060) £2,250 

ovno. Bower and Wilkins' 
SCMS surround speakers 
(Black Ash), perfect 
condition £850 ovno.

Primareamp 30.1, very good 
condition £500 ovno. Arcam 
FMJ CD36 silver, excellent 

condition £575 ovno. 07970 
028771 or email: white^a64@ 
sky.corn or (South Bucks).MERIDIAN 504 FM tuner 
lightly used, in pristine 
condition. Complete with 
user guide.(£660) £350 ono. 
07841011397 (Leeds).ART AUDIO Maestro Valve 
monoblocsx2. 50 watts 
each and ART valve preamp 
VPl, vgc, serviced recently 
by ArtAudio (with new 
valves). Original around 
£9,500, only £2,500.
Can demo. 01476 579201 
(Grantham).T+A Pulsar 1230R CD 
player(silver) immaculate 

condition, recently serviced 

Uinmilia BUYING SECOND-HAND can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better Jong-term betthan a brands 
new product if the price is right. DO SOME RESEARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 
dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gearthat you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 
should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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www.hifichoice.co.uk Reader Classified ads Choice
includes remote, (£1,800) 
£700. Can demonstrate.
Also, Exposure 3010 
integrated and power 
amplifiers, condition as 
above £400 each. 01482 
887409 (East Yorkshire).BOWERS AND WILKINS
CM1, eight months old, 
mint ,original packaging 
including stands £250. 
01757 289375or email:
gregory@469btinternet.co.uk 
(Selby).

MERIDIAN 508.24 CD player, 
£400. PrimareA30.1100- 
watt amp, £400. Sennheiser 
HD595 headphones, £50. 
Sony MDS-JE780 Minidisc, 
£50.Videologic DRX-601E 
DAB tuner, £40. Cash only, 
buyer collects.
01428 605002 (S.W. Surrey).

PROACTablette EBT 
loudspeakers with matching 
sand-filled stands, teak 
finish. Good clean sound.
Excellent value £200.01923 
855359 or email: wombat.jr@ 
tiscali.co.uk(Herts).ART AUDIO 'Diavolo' 300B 
SE amp (11+11w), polished 
stainless-steel chassis 
with gold anodised trims 
£1,600.Sony SACD SSSES 
SACDplayer(champagne 
finish) £350. Can demo. 
01454414361 or email 
beedeel@yahoo.co.uk 
(Bristol).

ROTELCD930AX CD player. 
Rotel RA930AX amp.
NAD533 turntable. Infinity 
REF11 speakers. Excellent 
condition. Complete set 
£250 or will split. 0151 
3427860 (Merseyside).

OPPODV-980H DVD/SACD 
player, excellent condition 
£75.HDMI cable Sm £10 
02089513178 (London).

SPEND0RS3 in maple £325. 
Chord DAC 64 mint, boxed 
£800. Nairn NAC 82 plus NAP 
SC (2001) K boards, mint, 
boxed, £800. Nairn HI-Cap 
(chrome bumper) mint £300. 
07729 620621(Worcs).

RINGMAT330 MK11 XLR 
3mm record support £20.
01202 515474(Bournemouth).

FERRANTI Type A1016, 
EKCO Model U363.Phillips 
Type 151U. Pye Ref069009, 
Cossor Melody Maker. 
All valve radios, £40 each. 
Sharp GF555 twin-tape, 
radio, speakers, internal 
amp, battery and mains 
(silver) £75 ono. Panasonic

RXDS45, CD, tape, radio, 
mains and battery, £35ono.
01684 290581 (West 
Midlands).NAMMICHlCR 7E.Hardly 
used, cosmetically excellent. 
No remote.£600 ono.
020 7485 5077(daytime)or 
email: peter@ccmusic.co.uk 
(London).WANTED Cyrus CD 6s and 
Cyrus 6vs2, in mint condition 
and at a reasonable price 
01753 523350or email:
jamesdjd@yahoo.co.uk 
(Berkshire).

NAIM NaitXS amplifier 
(£1,380) £880.CD5i CD 
player (£915) £600, or both 
£1,450.PMC DBli(walnut) 
speakers £600. Equipment 
purchased March 2010. 
All mint condition, boxed.
01233 713250 (Kent).

BLACK RHODIUMPolar
Illusion Im pair stereo 
interconnect, deep 
cryogenenicversion. Hi-Fi 

Choiceaward winner(£250) 
£125.01243 528010
(West Sussex).SIMON Y0RKES7 record 
player and Koetsu coral 
£8,500. Finite Elemente MR 
HD07 four-shelves £3,250.
MR HD09 amp stand £600.
01237 473057(North Devon).

RUSSANDREWSmains 
cables, filters, Kimber and 
digital interconnects. Other 
items including active studio 
monitors, too many to list, all 
mint condition.
01902 884694(Dudley).AUDIO SYNTHESISPassion
Sm passive preamp. 
Excellent condition, boxed 
with remote control, manual 
and transformer p.s.£595. 
01628626085(Berkshire).

AUDIOPHILEBASE 
hi-fi support system, 
incorporating vibration 
control technology. Four 
platforms (£800) £200. 
01270624008or email:
janhud16@talktalk.net 
(Cheshire)NAIM DVD 5 CD/DVD player, 
hardly used £695. 112x 
preamp £229. 150x power 
amplifier 2008, £479, or 
£649 forthe pair. All mint/ 
boxed. 01984640588.
(Somerset).

ATC50aactive speakers 
(rosewood), good condition 
(£9,500) £2,500. Stax 3050 
Mk2 headphones and stand 
(silver) immaculate (£850) 
£500. New vinyl at40 per 

cent of RRP.For list, 01453 
519700. (Gloucester).

REGAP3 turntable and 
RB300 arm, Elys cartridge, 
boxed, excellent condition. 
Recent motor upgrade. Arm 
new and cartridge light use, 
£375. 07843 762212or email: 
atj.harding@googlemaiLcom 
(Hanis).PRO-JECT record deck and 
Pro-ject phono amp. Musical 
FidelityXA-1 preamp.Arcam 
Alpha 9 CD player.Arcam P60 
power amp. Rogers Studio 5 
speakers. Includes all power 
cords(Russ Andrews) and 
cables/speaker stands and 
equipmentstand. (£3,700) 
£1,400 ono. 00353 87 637 
6623(Co Wicklow, Ireland).MUSICALFIDELITYTri-Vista 
21 DAC, less than 200 hours 
use. Excellent condition, 
boxed with manual. £540 
07905 312191(Cheshire).R0GUEAUDI088 valve 
power amp, fully overhauled 
and modified by Definitive 
Audio two years ago, 
absolute stunner! £1,000. 
07905 312191(Cheshire).VARIOUS COMPONENTS:
Arcam alpha 9 power 
amplifier9P, £250.Maplin 
amplifier boards, 50w/8R, 
70w/4R, four available, £25 
each. AvonMusic prototype 
power supply for Class A 
power amplifiers, £225. 
AvonMusic prototype 
power supply for Garrard 
4/301. Thorens TD124, 
£225. Garrard 401 chassis 
and plinth, £700. Technics 
SL1210 Mk2 £250.
020 749 98729(London).

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE AD
YOUR DETAILS
Name ____  __ ____ __ _________ _______
Address

Email address
Daytime telephone number
Date

YOUR ADVERTISMENT

SEND YOUR ADVERTISMENT TO
Hi-Fi Choice, Future publishing, 2 Balcombe Street London NWl 6NW

PRIMARESPA21 amplifier, 
recommended almost as 
good in stereo as the 130. 
Mint, remote and manual, 
two years old £1,100 
plus shipping.
00353868127103or email: 
michaeLogrady@gmx.co.uk 
(Ireland).

NAKAMMICHlCR3E£150.
Nakamichi CR4Ef195. 
Dunlop Systemdeck 2 
£185.Audiolab 8000A 
£90. All good condition.
No offers please. 07513 
039966.(Dorset).MONITOR AUDIOSilver
RS6 (oak) for sale £300.
Just run-in.Tannoy DC6t 
speakers (oak), excellent 
£500.01501820875
(Scotland).MJACOUSTICSPro 50 
Mk11 subwooferf175ono, 
excellent condition.
01562 638119or email: 
mike222@blueyonder.co.uk 
(Worcestershire).

TLACVRDS-Tl transport, 
(includes Trichord upgrade 
£400) ,receipt kept, 
manual, remote, boxed 
£275.01384293955.
(WestMidlands).WANTED Reel-to-reel tape 
recorder, SonyTC377 or 
similar. Must be in good 
working order.
01633 421906 (Newport).RUSS ANDREWS
Powermax Plus mains 
cable. Big improvement for 
little money. Hi-Fi Choice 

Best Buy. Clean, precise 
sound.(£45) now£20.
07981025698(BristoO.

ARCAMA38 integrated 
amp £895.CD37 player 
£795.DenonTU1800 FM/ 
DAB tuner£150.All in good 
condition, with boxes.
02380738935or email: 
golf3385@hotmaiLco.uk 
(Southampton).MUSICALFIDELFTY EIOO 
integrated amp (Piano Black), 
excellent condition, digital 
and phono outputs £250.
Aurum Cantus Leisure 5 
speakers (piano rosewood) 
£495. Unison Research S6 
valve integrated amp. £750.
02380 22403 (Southampton). MUSICALFIDELFTY P180
(Mosfet) power amp, with 
choke-regulated power 
supply. Condition is excellent 
and was one of Hi-Fi Worlds 
favorites "powerful and 
refined”.£525. 07972341692 
or01424446282
(East Sussex).

^BASSE mt30 Antigua 
standmount speakers in 
wenge(black). Brand new, 
won in competition (£460) 
£325. Kimbermonoclex 
speakercable, 13-feet, 
WBT slant bananas (approx 
£1,600) £675.01933405875
(Northants).CYRUS CDXT SE transport 
player(black), one-yearold, 
boxed as new. Can demo.
02476667877/07887 540082 
(Coventry).

PRIMARECDI10 one-box CD 
player, 70w amp and DAB. 
Boxed with manual and 
remote. RussAndrewsTorlyte 
platform(£1,320) £650.
017919025005(Sussex).

For sale / Wanted

To submit your advert to us, 
please email hifichoice@ 
futurenet.com or alternatively, 
use the postal form below. Please 
limit ads to a maximum of 30 
words, ensuring all details, model 
names etc are correctly stated. 
Kindly also include your email, 
telephone number and home 
county. We regret that we cannot 
take adverts over the phone.
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Teva are no strangers to adventure or being off the beaten track. The 
Teva House concept first came about in Vail during the Teva Mountain 
Games in June 2010. Teva established its presence at a specially 
selected and equipped house in the resort that became the perfect 
hub where athletes and contest winners could mix and mingle in a 
chilled-out, inclusive environment. For 2011 Teva has taken the Teva
House one step further by creating the Teva Houseboat experience 
aboard the Tui Tai in the waters of the South Pacific.

Want to escape to paradise in Fiji with Teva? 
Simply Text TEVA, plus your name and 
email address to 87474

Terms and conditions
Begin Date: October 15, 2010 at OO:OOam BST. End Date: January 15, 2011 at 23:59 GMT Entry 
Restrictions: Competition open to residents over 21 years of age in the United Kingdom ONLY. Void 
where prohibited by law. Prize: A grand prize of a trip to Fiji inclusive of flights and accommodation from
1 st-11 th April, 2011 for winner and a guest. Full Official Rules apply, go to http://teva.futurenet.com/

If yol[re in luck come April 2011, you will be flown from the UK to 
Fiji's Viti Levu Island. Your adventure will begin with a river trip by 
raft that will take you to the remote Upper Navua Gorge, where the 
black lava rock walls overgrown with cascades of lush ferns are so 
remarkable that this stretch of river has been hailed "a river of Eden." 
Here you will join the party on the 140-foot Tui Tai sailboat, living 
aboard in laid-back luxury, taking in the truly awesome tropical 
sights and cruising leisurely to remote locations only accessible by 
boat. You will be able to snorkel over reefs that are a hundred miles 
from the closest resort, go on epic hikes off the beaten path and 
meet local villagers and learn their customs. It really is a trip to the 
heart of paradise.

A
dventure footwear brand Teva, is offering 
one lucky reader (and friend) the chance to 
escape to paradise. No it's not a dream, it's a 

real life once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience 
the spectacular Upper Navua Gorge in Fiji and live 
aboard and sail a luxury adventure class 140' yacht 
plus kit you out as only Teva can.

WIN THE HOLIDAY 
A LIFETIME TO FIJI

http://teva.futurenet.com/
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Hi•Fi Choice
Buyer's 
Guide

SOURCECOMPONENTS

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
• & Guide- the ultimate directory to the 
W very best high-performance hi-fi gear 

that you can buy. Here, you'll find our 
favourite current products listed under easy- 
to-use categories, with up-to-date pricing and 
trustworthy verdicts.

108 CD players
Whether CD or SACD, we list the very 
best players for the job

111 Turntables
Everything is listed here, from a £190 
Pro-Ject to a £11 Sk Continuum

111 _ Phono cartridges
The best in both magnetic and 
moving coil cartridges

113 Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with any one of 
these carefully selected tuners

113 _ Headphones
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure

AMPLIFIERS
115 _ Stereo amplifiers
Our pick of the world's best one-box 
integrated amplifiers

115 Pre/power amps
For those occasions when two boxes 
seem better than one

Reviews you can trust
Hi-Fi Choice test results are 
the most reliable in the 
business. We employ the 
UK's most respected hi-fi 
journalists and use the most 
stringent techniques to 
ensure our ratings are the 
ones you can trust All the 
equipment we rate most 
highly is contained within 
these pages, from CD and 
vinyl to the latest disc 
players, amplifiers, tuners 
and loudspeakers

Reviews online
We've also included 
techradar listings where 
our reviews appear online.

BADGES EXPLAINED
□ OUR AWARDS

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

To access selected
Hi-Fi Choice reviews, simply 
type : techradar.com/ into 
your browser, followed by 
the six-digit number printed 
in the first column 
of our Buyer's Guide.
How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Guide is the best way to 
make a shortlist of 
components to audition. 
Pick the ones that best suit 
your taste and budget, then 
consult our Dealer Classified 
section to find specialist 
outlets where you can try 
them with your favourite 
music and test discs.

NEW ENTRIES...
Every month, our 
buying bible is 
updated to include our 
latest reviews. These 
new entries are 
highlighted in yellow 
and reflect the very 
best reviews from the 
previous issue.

F CABLES 1

117 Interconnects
Our favourite cables for transferring 
delicate signals are all here

117 _Speaker cables
Priced per metre, these are our top 
recommendations for home use

r LOUDSPEAKERS

119 _ Stereo speakers
An invaluable guide to the best 
loudspeakers for your electronics

' STANDS & SUPPORTS ]

123 _ Equipment supports
Our selection of the best equipment __
supports for your precious kit

123 .Speakerstands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and „ 
prices, so take your pick from our list

DEALER CLASSIFIED
125 _ Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-fi dealer 
classified advertisements

129 _ Dealer directory
For all your hi-fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-fi dealerships

FEBRUARY 2010 M Choice 107

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
techradar.com/


Buyers quide www.hifichoice.co.uk

CD players BADGESKEY: q RECOMMENDED^ EDITOR'SCHOICE = ^ | ^ GROUPTESTWINNER = * | ” BEST BUY = •

CD players
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come

I Up to £1,000 %. % %, %, \ °% %
Badge Product Price Comments

% o, %

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 Simple player that’s clear and communicative with the appropriate partnering equipment : 9 9 9® : • 329

• Audiolab 8^D 700 No SACD supporr but excellent detail, neutrality and communication • I 340

• CambridgeAudioAzur65OBD 400 Musical, precise, involving and with great energy at a superb price 999 : ■ : 340

e Denon DCD4510AE 900 I f the SACD format is what you’re into, then this player is capable of some impressive sounds • • • 335

• Harman/Kardon HD990 550 Highly detailed with excellent extension at both extremes and impressive resolution /594818 • • • • • 323

• Marantz SA7003 600 Higiiiy c vi, syd sound may not be to all tastes, but there’s plenty of detail to be heard • • • • • 323

• Marantz Pearl Lite SA-KI 899 A key CD/SACD player at an attractive price, with su. p uq n for d i gita 1 9 9 9 9 338

• Micromega CD-10 799 The cheapest in the range, the CD-10 has been fine-tuned to please the audiophile 328

• MoonCD.5 999 Admirably energetic music-maker from this very well-built player

e NADC545BEE 350 Apart from slight lack of bass control, sound is very fine indeed - treble is beautifully detailed : 9 9 9 : • 322

e Nairn CD5i 895 Its competent musical performance exceeds the expectations of an entry-level player 307

Project CD Box 300 This player belies both its size and its price with sounds worthy of a decent mid-range system 9 9 9 9 I 338

• Roksan Kandy K2 899 State-of-the-art technology and precision engineering produces a fine CD performance 335

• Rolel RCD-1520 695 Lacks optical digital output, but feature-count is fine and sound quality is expressive and open 608305 323

I Above £1,000 ■
Badge Product Price Comments

• ArcamCD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution /395096 340

• Audio Research CDS 5,055 Audibly better than most CD nlavery on the market - assertive and very dynamic /455309 • « » 312

• Consonance DropletCDP3.1 1,995 A CD player which gets to the nub of what music is about. Engages the listener every time 9 « 322

• CoplandCDAB25 3,985 This a highly revealing player that delivers music in a realistically engaging form ! • : : : : • : : : 332

• Creek Destiny 1,400 This player presents the music and nothing but the music and is thoroughly recommended ; « « » : i 328

e Cyrus AudioCD 8SE 1,200 A highly civilised player which can, nevertheless, deal convincingly wit” raw " .de 399370 323

• Icon Audio CDXl Signature 1,350 Has an open, vinyl sound with a very high listenability factor ' 341

• KrellS^350A 2,695 Accomplished CD player with real breeding underRinning its excellent performance 341

• LeemaStream Ill 1,495 This is a superb CD player that improves on the performance of its predecessor, the Stream : i ® « : : í 339

• Marantz UD880 2,450 Sophisticated and highly capable universal player that just about does it all : : • : • : & : 9 : ® : : : ; 336

• Meridian 808.3 Signature 10,000 Extraordinarily revealing and open CD player with a first-class performance level 339

• Micromega CD-20 1,249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players 332

• Mimetism 201 5,107 An impressive playerthat produces a very convincing and musical sound 330

• MoonCD3.3 2,200 Excellent detail and a fine choice for those who like their music straight from source /594609I 9 9 328

• Moon 7500 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the ?SOD 9 9 9 331

• NaimCD5XS 1,790 Its composure and openness results in a musical performance that is extremely seductive 999 334

• Rega Isis 5,998 A magnificently musical CD player at a realistic price. USB input is a useful addition : 999 : : 329

• Resolution Audio Cantata 5,995 CD player/streamer that’s revealing enough to set it far apart from the competition i ® ® ■ : • : ■ 336

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This impressively engineered CD player is punchy and dynamic, with excellent timing : 9 9 9 » 338

• Theta Compii Blu 2,998 Avery accomplished universal player with support for Blu-ray and HDMI 337

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CDRW (rewritable) discs, most CD playerscan 
cope with CD-Rs. CD'^X Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OU Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. IEADPHONE 
SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volumeadjustableoutputs.

DiAblo Phono .AMplifirn
Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600 
sales@trichordresearch.com

Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928 
www.trichord research .com

Now available in the UK from Trichord Research 
Interconnect and Speaker 
cables using the legendary

18G ULTRA-WIRE
Ultra high purity 99.9999%,
linear crystal, stress-free, super annealed, micro-polished, 
ultra fine stranded copper conductors. Phenomenal 
reputation with sound quality to match.

TRichoRcl ResearcIh

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
http://www.trichord
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selectaud 10 
exquisite audio products

SMMRCD002 e. select.audio@tiscali.co.uk www.selectaudio.co.uk t. +44 (0)1900 81306

SERIES

2. AMR Pre-Main Amplifier AM-777 3. AMR Phono Stage PH-77

AMR 777

1. AMR Compact Disk Processor CD-777

mailto:select.audio@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.selectaudio.co.uk


David Price Hi Fi World
" The Orbit....a bnlliant. soundmg^lfil Miains Cable ..over any other £100 +maains cable"

Janine EElot HI FI News - The Missing LinkEl F^ily of Cables.... -
" The most beauHitl looking and extremely musical cables money can buy"

HI FI World World Standards' Award June 2009 
^he LinkEl Ctyo Reference Interconnect....
"Our favourite affordable high-end interconnect - 
out perlo^ing designs at three ^rnes its cost"

'Wired For Sound' - .Adam Smith HI FI World -^ie I Elk Interconnect .... 
"distinctly out of the ordinary offering a very deeded and crisp sonic picture - 
leading edges of notes were beau^^Uy precise and forthrithght with no sense of 
hesitancy or blur...the bass end of the spectuirn was lithe, ^abt and focused ....

The Missing Link are Specialists in High Quality British Hi Fi Cables at Affordable Prices 
Power Cables with Silver Plated Connectors from £48

Copper Interconnects from £40 - Silver Plated Copper Interconnects from £59
The Finest Pure Silver Interconnects from £195

Speaker Cables from £130
We also have an excellent range of DIY Products and Cable Kits 

Including our own Ultra-Pure Silver plated Plugs & Sockets '
Upgrade your power cable with an Ultra-Pure Silver plated EPS500 mains plug for only £12

'Slfte ^^ssing <^k*
Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of 
Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories
01623 844478 or 07967 859333
'^ww.the-missing-link.net 
info@the-missing-link.net

News with a view

TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about _
So come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology, you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say.

tech
L________________________ J Deep into technology

link.net
mailto:info@the-missing-link.net
TechRadar.com
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Turntables
The best record players money can buy

Price CommentsBadge Product
• Clearaudio Concept 1,100 One of the easiest ways of getting into analogue, with excellent results for the price 33/45 • • • 338

• Continuum Caliburn 125,000 Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm and Castellon stand /587169 33/45/78 • • • 320

• Dr Feickert Woodpecker 2,995 Offers superb bass, excellent build quality and range of arm choices 33/45 • 335

• The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot : 33/45 • • • 324

• The Funk Firm Saffire 2,450 Individual design and a sound that's refined and neutral with strong timing and dynamics 33/45 • opt opt 309

• Hanss Acoustic T-30 3,600 The only multi-armbase deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 • opt opt 331

• Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 Adistinctive-lookingturntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl /560765 33/45 opt opt 319

• Michell Tecnodec 608 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result for the money 33/45 opt 309

• Michell Gyro SE 1,140 A marriage of shot-putter-strength, build quality and robust audio 33/45 • • 338

• Project RPM-1 Genie 3 190 The Genie is that rare thing of a product with good looks, fine build and excellent sound 1 33/45 • • • 332

• Pro-Ject 6 Perspex 1,280 Plenty of detail and good rhythmic qualities (arm included) 33/45/78 • • 338

• Pro-JectX-Pack 1,000 Combines very strong elements (Ortofon Rondo Red) a killer package with top sound and value : 33/45 « • • 309

• Rega P3^24 390 Very competent, uncoloured and musical, improved by £148 outboard electronic power supply 33/45 opt • 298

• Roksan Radius 5.2 1,399 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation 33/45 • • 338

• SRM Arezzo 699 The Arezzo is an excellent source component for those wanting a superb turntable for vinyl replay /625025 33/45 • 325

• Townshend Rock 7 1,720 Has the ability to pull detail out of a vinyl groove, making it the most resolute turntable at its price 33/45 • • 324

• Townshend RockV/^raliburll 7,000 If you want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine forthe job : 33/45 • • 307

Turntables I Phono cartridges / Phono stages

Phono cartridges f
MM and MC recommendations

Badge Product Price Comments
• Dynavector Karat 1703 699 One of the most thrilling-sounding cartridges on the market • : 334

• Goldring legacy 595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail • . 328

• Grado Prestige Gold 1 150 Unusually assurred 'presence' region is the basis of a beautifully musical and involving presentation 338
• Ortofon Rondo Red 385 Delivers detail, power and resolution and makes a good case for its price • : 307

• Ortofon Cadenza Red 7 5 0 There ’s muc hto admire in t his cartridge^ s fine detai land unfussy presentation • ; 330

Ortofon Vnio Red 200 Never less than musically convincing, this all-in-one cartridge is remarkably capable • : 338
• van den HulMCOneSpecial 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price everytimeyou hear a familiar track in a whole new light • : 235
• van den Hui CondorXCM 2,400 A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and resolution to die for • 265

Phono stages
Make your turntable sing f
Badge Product
• Cambridge Audio 640P

• •••_••_•--—.- •. •• •••••• •••

Price Comments
100 An outrageously good bargain that suits budget systems, but can confidently survive upgrades

..................................
• Lehmann Audio Black Cube

• Linn Uphorik

Pro-Ject Tube Box SE II

• Soundsmith Strain Gauge

335 This phono amp is a very distinguished performer with an MM source

1,850 Exceptional sound quality, the Uphorikcould easily win over the next generation ofLP enthusiasts

435 The big picture is the most evident thing here, but the finer details are there, too

6,100 Revolutionary kit assembly that rewrites the rules about vinyl playback /618387

305

335

334

335

324

E2SUS3 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support forthe platter and arm. SWITCHABLESPEED CHANGE Some decks 
require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but notthese ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a 
separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price 
shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
REPLACEABLE S'^^US Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

ÎHFCTOP PICKS

Dynavector Karat 1703 £699
The 17D3 gets very close to the results achieved 
with MCs at twice the price and few can touch it in 
terms of sheer musicality and resolution of detail

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex £1,280
Our Product of the Year2010. A winning 
combination ofopen and even-handed sound, 
handsome design and excellent build quality

Dr Feickert An. Woodpecker£2,995 
A very flexible and well-thought-out deck that 
offers brilliant build quality and excellent bass. 
Able to work with a wide variety of arms, too
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Meet The Aurb
incredible music performance

versatile - iPod, CDs, USB, radio

100W pure power

The ultimate iPod Dock

This is the new TEAC Aurb.

Quite simply, the most radical, versatile, class-leading 
iPod dock you will see or hear, anywhere.

iPod dock, CD Player, FM radio, USB port - 100W pure power.

A look, a sound, to completely blow you away.

Call us on 0845 1302511,e-mail info@teac.co.uk or visit www.teac.co.uk/aurb

www.teac.co.ukJust listen to what the press says -

3

"The most radical iPod dock we’ve seen in 
a long time. We like it"
“TEAC has done itself proud"

TrustedReviews.com, October 20 I 0

- music
CHOICE

"The Aurb offers more functionality than 
the Zeppelin for less cost"

BBC MUSIC Magazine, November 20 I 0

iPod not included

Be prepared 
for a new generation 
of dock"

"A kick-ass performer at a fairly painless price"
T3 Magazine, December 20 I 0

TEAC
The leaders in digital music

mailto:info@teac.co.uk
http://www.teac.co.uk/aurb
http://www.teac.co.uk
TrustedReviews.com
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Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

FM tunersBadge Producte Creek Audio Evolution .. T ^•^•—• NAD C426• T+A T1210R

Price Comments350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially-very classy ................................................................................................................ — ............................■—■“........ .......................................220 If you aren't already wedded to DAB, then this is a very attractive purchase1,200 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated
DAB/FM tuners•• Arcam FMJ T32

OnkyoT-4555DAB

600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is a bonus
...........    —---- ------------------ ”•'■"■------------------ ------ -............... ............. ..................“—••¿s —•400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes. this tuner achieves a high standard

DAB/FM portables• Monitor Audio Airstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive• Pure Move• Pure Sensia• Tivoli Networks+

Vita Audio Rl Mkll

80 A feature-packed, beautifully built DAB/FM radio that is a pleasure to use250 One of the smartest table radios around, offering wireless computer-sourced music495 FM reception is excellent and a cut above everything else this radio has to offer160 Limited to DAB/FM and line inputs, but the sound rw-Miiv is vetvgood• Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed

•"

,

/636713 DAB.FM.Webi 4

DAB.FM,Web 10
/611865 DAB.FM 30

/559242 DAB.FM 100DAB 40• , - "" —....... .

/608367 DAB.FM ; 20DAB.FM,Web 40 *DAB.FM,Web 5

BEST BUY = •

283

337323331337337

Radio tuners / HeadphonesFM.AM SUFM,AM SoFM •

Id ¡J AH ¡1 *1 WAVEBAND r Which bands are supported: FM, M -medium wave, L- longwave, DAB -digital audio broadcasting. PRESET How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential).
REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH MmR Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

Headphones
Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

308339

319
' - ‘ ......... .298

323

Price CommentsBadge Product• AKGQ701 500 A welcome addition to the ranks of the world's finest transducers Ì i ♦ i ¡235] Ì 341• Audio Technica ATH-WlOOX 649 Fine advert for the virtues of closed-back headphones, with great bass and background noise reduction i i • 3'30 334• Beyerdynamic DT770 179 One of the most tonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail i « « 270 • 333• Beyerdynamic T1 880 A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailed, weighty sound : • 331• Bowers and Wilkins PS 250 A superb headphone with B&W’s sound and build quality sealing the deal i : • i • • 333• GradoSR60i 100 A strong contender with out-of-class sound in most areas: a brilliant budget all-rounder /603478 •i • . • 322• GradoSR^i 120 A beautifully neutral and open-sounding headphone that's lively and energetic too ; • • 322• Grado GSlOOi 1,100 A superb transducer, capable of astonishingly high performance standards /624782 • 325• Grado PSlOO 1,795 Olft ■; eo MMM :rwji! and , but they can be heavy to wear after a while : ' • 329• Sennheiser HD380 140 This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors • 327• Sennheiser HD650 330 Clear and detailed, with very natural tonality through bass and midrange with just a little coloration • i 2 _ 312• Sennheiser HD80 1,000 These headphones will convert loudspeaker listeners to the delights of personal stereo performance /619269 : • • i • <00 324
BSWZH electrostatic Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK («) Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

The PS is a no-brainer for iPhone users but this well built and attractive design should be able to win friends from outside the Apple camp as well
PURE Sensia £250PURE's ground-breaking touch-screen DAB radio has changed the way we interact with radio forever and sets the standard for innovation

Beyerdynamic T1 £880Our 2010 award winner is beautifully built and attractively designed, with a strong and engaging performance and remarkable detail
FEBRUARY2011 llflCCholcee 113
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44 HIGH STREET
ETON
BERKSHIRE SL4 6BL

01753 631000
r^ww.studioav.co.uk
sales@studioav.co.uk

Here at studioAV we have an appreciation for recorded music in all its various forms, and are pleased to represent 
some of the most respected names in the field of digital replay. Our first love though is vinyl...

Our analogue department, headed by 'turntable magician' Derek Jenkins, has over 35 years' experience in the setup 
and tuning of a wide range of turntables, tonearms and cartridges, from the sublime to the simply spectacular, and is 
widely regarded as one of the foremost LP12 specialists anywhere in the world.

We offer services and upgrades to suit all budgets with a friendly, helpful and enthusiastic service that will rekindle 
your love for vinyl, as it has so many times over the years.

Quality kept Simple.

From playing those old records. to watching the latest blu-ray discs on a 
fantasic cinema system, at The Sound Gallery we pride ourselves in providing 
the very fnest audio & AV systems for any home. Call us today to discover 
what you have been missing.

©" THE SOUND —
65 CASTLE STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS.
01494 531682

Stockists for Linn. Nairn, B&W. Acam, Spender Rega. Onkyo
Meridian, Fatman, Usher Denon and Focal to name JUSt a few...
w^w.soundgallery.co.uk

Recycle your magazine and seven days later 
it could come back as your newspaper.

The possibilities are endless.www.recyclenow.com

ww.studioav.co.uk
mailto:sales@studioav.co.uk
w.soundgallery.co.uk
http://www.recyclenow.com
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% 7oz ''o.
Our pick of the best one-box amps out there

1 Up to £1,000 ■
Price Comments

■% % X % \ % %
Badge Product

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 In a room of appropriate dimensions, this amplifier has real musical presence 5 : : i * 50 329

• Cambridge Audio B40A v2 800 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) 8** 120 327

• Denon DCD3510AE 900 Offers a taste of high-end excellence at an affordable price 5 mw • : • 70 335

• Marantz Pearl Lile PM-Kl 899 Great all-rounder and attractively priced, the PM-Kl transcends its £899 price 5 MM • 70 338

• Moon 1.5 999 A likeable amp in many ways, with admirable bass, treble and imaging i 5 : • • 60 321

• NAD C3226BEE 320 Unusually confident into awkward loads and very assured especially in bass. Treble a touch recessed /603281 7 • 50 . 322

• Puresound AlO 685 A superbly involving valve amp ata very competitive price and with genuinely excellent results 2 • ■ 10 : 331

• ArcamA38 1,480 A winning combination of sonic virtues including highly developed detail and musicality 7 opt • ; • 100 332

• Astin Trew AT2W0PWS 1,740 Ifyou prefertimbral and timing qualities of music to its bone-crunching potential, this is a contender 4 , ; • 65 332

• Audio Analogue PucciniSettanta 1,450 Detailed and lively, particularly in the upper octaves, but lacks a little bass extension 5 MC • : • 160 320

• Creek 5350 Evolution 1,075 One of the most attractive amps in its price range, with a sound that's immediately satisfying 5 MM MC • 120 334

• Denon PMA-2010AE 1,700 High-class, well-equipped integrated.with a performance that is muscular, refind and detailed 6 MM MC • : • 80 328

• Electrocompaniet Pl-2 1,600 A superb all-rounder, with insight on one hand and effortless musical How on the other 6 • 100 327

• Electrocompaniet ECl 5 2,750 Big, characterful and beautifully built amp, with equally big and unforced sound 6 120 340

• Gryphon Atilla 6,995 Exceptional subtlety and definition, has enough power to cope with just about anything musical 5 100 328

• Leema Pulse Ill 1,495 Offers a clean, smooth sound and has an unusually wide array of inputs 6 MM/MC • 150 339

• Leema Tucana II 3,425 Highly featured, well-built and not short of power, this is a highly resolute and organic amp ¡6123 % : 7 i : : • . 148 323

• luxman l550A^ll 3,000 An accomplished all-rounder that's able to handle virtually any system 4 MC • • 20 335

• Micromega IA-100 1,125 Fast and fluid performer that brings a touch of panache to its role : 5 MM • • 100 332

• Mimetism 15.2 5,415 A powerful amplifier with great dynamics and high resolution that's rare even at this price ■ 6 • i 180: 330

e MSB Platinum M200 13,656 This amplifier's devastatingly good all-round sound quality sets a benchmark that few will approach /603452 : • 322

• Musical Fidelity M3l 1,000 Extremely engaging performer, this power amp boasts excellent sonics and solid build 6 • 70 337

e Myryad MX12080 1,200 Sound is more assured at the top of the frequency range, though bass is melodious and detailed 8 80 327

• Peachtree Audio Nova 1,099 This amp/DAC corn bi is a fine heart for a computerised desktop system Hi i • • 80 341

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This muscular-sounding amplifier is load tolerant and more powerful in practice 6 85 338

• Unison Research Unico Nuevo 1,650 A truly successful marriage between tubes and solid-state amplification . 7 100 339

A
m

plifiers / Pre/pow
er am

plifiers

Up to £2,000
Badge Product Price Comments

Pre/power amplifiers
boxes can bring clear advantages

• 8 •^ • 200 309

: • : • : 6 w^ nO: 336

cambridgeAudioAzur840E/^840W 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed and controlled

NADC165BEE/C275BEE 1,550 An alternative to the usual integrated route and one that offers flexibility and fine sound

Above £2,000

• Audio Research DS450 7,000 Power amp features a very neutral transparent sound with lots of power and low-running temperature • i • i 2 450 337

• Bryston BP16/ 28 SST2 5,700 Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality /608649 s : • : 6 opt » : 100 323

• Bryston BP26 3,670 Cracking preamp brings detailed results Ì* ! ¡8 opt » 308

• Chord Prima/Mezzo 140 7,135 Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled, and sounds like a dream • • 5 9 120 269

• Classe CP^ 700/CA^M400 9,200 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility • • 6 opt » 400 293

• C>"s Mono X300 2,495 A power amp with a rare combination of speed and resolution • 2 300 341

• Digital Do Main Ba^l 6,495 By recreating the V-FET, DOM has built one of the most thrilling ampifiers on the market ; • : 4 300 327

• Mark Levinson No. 3265 8,000 Excellent USB implementation, natural sound and solid build. Excellent performance levels • i 7 338

• Musical Fidelity M6PRE/PRX 4,998 For those wanting a powerful high-end pre/power combo at a realistic price, this is a fantastic package • • 9 • • 260 340

• Roksan Caspian Ml 2,800 A powerful and enjoyable-sounding amplifier combo that brings out the strengths of its CD player i • i • 5 • 85 307

• Rotel RCl58/RB1582 2,100 It looks high-end and it really sounds the part, too • • 5 MM/MC » 200 336

• Trilogy 909/990 10,390 Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish /625226 : • 6 • 100 325

E*I£IS3 LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets 
and on-board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTRC A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. 
HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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FROM THE makers OF RocK Guitar Guitarist

100% UNOFFICIAL

EXCLUSIVE

Feature

On the DVD... 

ERIC CLAPTON 
ERIC BÜRDÖN 

LEMMY

In the Mag... 

1000 
DAYS THAT 
CHANGED 

ROCK 
How Jimi took over

GINGER BAKER

SLASH
STEPHEN STILLS

PAUL
CHRIS SQUIRE 

ILE0N 

HENDRIX
DAVE MASON

KATHY 
ETCHINGHAM 
And iiianv more!

CELEBRATED BY LEGENDS OF DOCK

The inside story of 
his greatest album 
ENDOF 
DAZE 
Jimi’s tripped-out 
final year
HIS MYSTERIOUS DEATH 
The truth is in here
And much more!

I
a

Inside: DVD • MAGAZINE • POSTER Future

MOVIE & MAGAZINE - LIMITED EDITION COLLECTORS' PACK 

ON SALE NOW! 
AVAILABLE AT ALL GOOD RETAILERS 

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
amazon.co.uk ~>m\/ Dpi ay™..

http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
amazon.co.uk
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Digital interconnects

Cables 7,

Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

£

A. >% X
%- %.

I Analogue interconnects ■ c% - 9k 
% ■ b ■

Badge Product Price Comments
<9

• Audioquest Sidewinder 45 A detailed cable, with fine tonality and excellent rhythm • • ! 297

e Black Rhodium Prelude 90 Practical and sensibly priced all-rounder that seems happily compatible with a wide range of kit • • 293

e Black Rhodium Coda 150 Superb bass with neutral and detailed midrange, treble sweet with occasional slight constriction • • 298

• Black Rhodium Polar Illusion 250 A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble • • 321

• Cambridge Azur Reference 50 Performance wouldn’t shame a cable at twice the price: especially adept in the treble • : • 296

• Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detailed design overall /608313 • 323

• Clearer Audio Silver-line 283 Complex, well-screened cable which offers good sound all round with exceptional bass • • 279

• CrystalCable Piccolo 348 Thin, tougher than it looks, has some qualities of a solid-core type - resolution, focus and articulation : , 
• • ; 294

• Kimber Timbre 145 Avery neutral cable that will complement even very upmarket systems • • ; 312

• Monster M350i 45 Few cables at this price reveal so much about the recording space. • • 281

• Monster MlOOi 230 Very capable, with only a hint of bass dryness to set against excellent results elsewhere • : • 284

• Nordost Wyrewizard Dream 110 Slight lack of precision in extreme treble, otherwise detailed and neutral with authoritative bass -----------, .___

•
. . .

•
....... —.....--

303

• Oehlbach NF214 63 The bass is a matter of taste, but suits many smaller speakers with good mid and treble • : • 281

• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice ! • • 332

• Supra EFF-IX 77 Lively sounding which maintains a high level of detail and neutrality, musically, a great all-rounder • : • 306

• Townshend lsolda DCT100 99 Particularly enjoyable cohesion and naturalness that makes for great listener involvement
...... . ... . V .

•
_ ... •........ . ........ 312 

.............
• van den Hui The Wave 125 Neutral, with a hint of upper-bass richness: images seem to reside slightly further away than most • : •

,
312

Atlas Mavros 285 By any reckoning this is avery revealingwire : : • ; • ; : E ; 336

Kimber DV-30 
van den Hui The Wave

, , , ,
59 A superb performer that lacks very little, even when compared to Kimber’s high-end models ■ • ■ • E 317

65 The resultsthis cable achieves are excellent and itscores highly for value : : • • E 336

Speaker cables (price per metre)

• Atlas Hyper 1.5 12.5 Don't look to this cable to beef up the bass, but at higher frequencies is revelatory at the price • • 299

•
k...... ...... .. ...... .... ....

Atlas Ascent 2.0
• .......... ......

60 A highly analytical cable and very fine detail across the board • ; . 294

• Black Rhodium Jive 14 Bi-wire cable which is full of sonic virtues. It’s highly practical,too : . 339

• CrystalCable Piccolo 1,395 A chip off the old block, has a similarly fast, fluid and subtle sound (price-3 metre pair) • i 
--- ........----- •

—...
...... 302

........... — . . — * a . .. . ..
• Kimber 4VS 155 1 n the right system, th is cable is a good ch?ice (price reflects 2.5 metre terminated pair) • • 329

• Monster MCX4s
............... — .

5 Notable for its bass, perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers • • 280

• Nordost Heimdall 185 Alternative to Valhalla, silver-plated, micro-monofilament construction, suitable for exacting systems • • 278

• QED X-Tube XT300 12.5 A natural and controlled-sounding cable that's cost-effective for mid-priced systems • i • 310

• QED Revelation 15 Sensibly priced, thiscableoffersa performance which is a step-up from budget types • • 318

• Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance-matched’ cable with stabilising components added • • ■ 241

• van den Hui The Teatrack 35 A bi-wire cable with a sound that’s impeccably timed, neutral andfull of detail • : • : 339

• Wireworld Solstice 52 25 Rather bulky and awkward, but performance amply justifies it with superb bass solidity • i • . 310

• Wireworld Oasis 6
• •••• . .. ......

40 Excellent bass with tunefulness and extension all first-rate. Awkward to handle, though /617560 • 324

HilUW* sandedCable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conductthe signal. 
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element oftle cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL ^BLE ‘TYPE E- electrical, 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.

van den Hul The Teatrack £33 per metre Curious name aside, this bi-wire cable has assured bass and a postive sense of rhythm whilst extracting an impressive amount of detail
Kimber 4VS £133 (2.5 metre pair)A wonderfully natural performer that makes itself unobtrusive and lets music take centre stage. The fit and finish is extremely high as well

QED Signature Audio S £190 (1 metre) The Signature Audio S has the rare ability to impart no sonic signature of its own to the equipment it connnects to, getting you even closer to the music
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Stereo speakers
The most influential link in the chain

Stereo speakers

Badge Product Price Comments
Up to £1,000

• Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 363 Pretty, neutral ftoorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 • A 24 • 294

• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-treble voicing 18.5,32,25 A 33 • 325

• Amphion Ion L 900 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment 16.2,32.6,26.5 A 40 • 310

• ATCSCM11 867 A very fine little speaker t-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little 21,38,25 A- 55 • 293

• AudioPro Avanti A.10 350 A tough and effective little speaker-overall balance is quite smooth and even 19,29,26 A+ 38 • 319

• Bowers and Wilkins CMl 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

• Bowers and Wilkins 684 699 A fine all-rounder at a realistic price, has a smooth, even and nicely open balance /483503 20,91,30 • 22 • 315

• Castle Knight 2 400 A true resurgence for the Castle brand, the Knight 2 has a beguiling sound quality 20,38,33.5 A+ 42 • 338

• DAL Ikon 6 999 Needs care with setup, impressively transparent and obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 • A 37 • 271

• EB Acoustics EB2 669 Excellent value speaker, its composite enclosure gives a very clean and neutral s ound 22.5,45,30 A 64 • 341

• Focal Chorus 706V 389 Advanced drivers deliver an wen, healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 27 • 319

• Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99,37.5 • A 25 • 325

• JBL Studio L880 700 Good value ftoorstanderwith neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch 22,99,37 • A 25 • 275

• KEFiQ50 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble /4S3527 17.5,81.5,26 • A 23 • 315

• Mission MX5 600 An engaging listen and worth an audition, if you have the room 25,99.5,39 • A- • 341

• Monitor Audio BR5 450 Not the best dressed in its class, but detailed, bold-sounding and good value 17,85,25 • A- 36 • 293

• Monitor Audio Silver RS8 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 • A 33 • ♦ 276

• Monitor Audio GS10 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GSlO is is easy to drive 20,36,27 A- 40 • 284

• PMCDBli 985 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator 15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 • • 334

• ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmountwith electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 • 267

• Q Acoustics 1010 110 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling. fine midband voicing 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 • 286

• Q Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator /516273 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 • • 318

• Rega RSl 3 90 Clever close-to-wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication skills 15,32,23.6 A 23 • 319

• Russ Andrews SP^l 352 This tweaked Focal 705 V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, and great fun 19.231.5,24.8 A+ 65 • 309

• SpendorS3/5R 750 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, smooth neutrality and g bass extension 16.530.5,190 25 • • 310

• Tannoy Revolution DC4T 599 Ultra-compact, lacks bass weight and dynamic tension, but sounds open and coherent 488857 15,85,16 • 40 * 316

• Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 Pretty compact standmount, delivering a lively bass and smooth, coherent midband 23,36.5,23 A 40 • 307

• TeufelT500 568 Good value, solid build and an extended warranty 19.5x105x32.5 • A- • 340

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.5 480 Despite the price, the 10.5 ticks many of the boxes, with superior voice band coherence /Ó36778 22,88,30 * A- 50 • 326

Above £1,000

• Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance 33,56,34 A 50 • 329

• AE Energy Radiance 2 1,000 This speaker boasts fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range 18.5,92,25 • A 30 • : 334

• AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 Thisspeaker'seffectiveenclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound /587236 23,92,29.7 i • A 27 • : 320

• AE AEl Mklll 2,000 This speaker has a lovely midband smoothness and superior image focus : 18.5,31,25 A 24 • ! 337

• Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality 19,92.5,30.5 • A 44 • : 322

Aspara HL6 4,300 Acoustic materialsounds greatand there are many strengths in design and performance 18.5,93,34.5 • A • : 332

• ATCSCM16A 2,376 Makes a great case for the active speaker. Includes built-in amps and is good value 27,45,33 ACT 42 • 300

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 • A 45 • 329

• Audiovector 53 Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade, offers good musical communication and stereo imaging 19,103,31 ♦ A 50 * ! 328

• AurousalVS 1,650 Fine coherence and imaging of a single driver system, extra help at the frequency extremes IMW 21.5,1075.268 ♦ 20 • : 314

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitorsthatare exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 • : 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CM9 1,760 Tall, elegant, expressive midband and expansive, but well-controlled bass /59724A 20,102.5,32 • A 60 • : 321

• Bowers and Wilkins 802 11,500 This high-end speaker has an airy, spacious midband, with clean bass reproduction 36.8,138,56.3 • A 27 • : 337

• Cabasse Bora 2,200 A real enthusiast's choice with high sensitivity, strong bass and powerful dynamics /618354 33,27,50 A 52 • : 324

• Focal Chorus 816 V 1,099 Fine, warm balance, superior dynamics and a sweet top end, but could be smoother 28,100,37.5 : • A+ 20 • : 288

• Focal Chorus 826 V 1,349 Times nicely, goes loud with ease and will produce precise imaging if appropriately set up 28,104,37.5 ♦ A 45 • : 287

• Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,499 The W cone makes some qualities associated with Focal’s high-end models more competitive : 99.8,28.2,37.5 • A+ 39 • 308

• Focal Chorus 826W LE 1,879 Focal has turbo charged the 826 resulting in lots of energy, excitement and fine detail 28.2,103.8,37.5 • A • 330

• Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 • A- 25 • 276

• Free FSl 3,500 An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sonos or Airport Express 16,87,27 ♦ ACT 35 • 301

• GamutPhi5 3,040 Lovely discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • 20 • 305

• Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tighttiming and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer.......................___ ......._ __ __ __ __ _ ___ .._ —_ ...__ ____ 20.8,40.6,34.9 ♦ A 80 • 332
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Stereo speakers (continued) 
Shapes and sizes for every budget

Stereo speakers

Price CommentsBadge Product

• Guru QM10 1,595 Avery clever close-to-wall standmountwith fine imaging, that sounds a lot biggerthan it looks /465869 30,25.2,23.2 A 26 i • 317

• JamoR907 6,600 Arguablythe more'chummy' ofJamo's dipole flagships, powerful bassand open midrange /498515 44,1189,7 • • A 30 • : 317

• JBL Everest DD6600 44,000 Awesome performance in the true meaning of the word & exceptional musical communication . Ill ,%.5,47 : • A 50 • : 331

• Kudos X2 1,3 50 Attractive presentation alongside a lively sound makes for an involving experience 16.6,78,20.6 • 27 • 1 337

• Kudos Cardea C2 1,950 This floorstander is a fine all-round performer with fine voicing and neutrality 20,92.5,27 • 23 • . 322

• Magico V2 18,000 High pricing derives this speake(s superb painstaking engineering & impressive performance /624700 25.5,115,30 • A 32 • : 325
• Magneplan Magneplanar 1.6 2,500 Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality 48,165.5 : e A 43 • 329

• Mission 796 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says on the box /594834 206,9.8,31.8 • A 25 • 321

• Monopulse 42A 1,995 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26,110,25 : e A 25 e : 302

• Monitor /Audio PL200 ¿1,750 A costly, but beautifully presented loudspeaker with outstanding voicing and character 25.5100285 : e A- e 330

• Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 LE 4,799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 e /a 22 e 308

• Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 ?ounds biggerthan it looks, withgood coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 2  ̂7 A- 23 • 302

• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer /429144 23,37.5,34 32 • 311

• Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superior voicing, if a shade lacking in warmth 24,1025,31.5 e A 20 e 314

• Pioneer S^2E£W 5,200 This speaker offers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity 158!2?2 2^.56.5.42.5 • A 37 • 320

• PMCGBli 1,525 Fine voice reproduction, overall agility and well-judged balance 15.5,87,23.4 e A 40 e : 337

• PMC FBIi 2400 Ano?r5tand<?r'.ha'.b?asts imprest ba5.5. extension an.da smotth 5.we:'. top end !429594 K^ - • A 20 • ■ 329

• PMCfact.B 4,600 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound with a notably wide dynamic range 15.5,105,38 'e A 55 e 327

• PMCIB2i 8,900 Delivers a top-class sound quality, fine imaging and exceptional dynamic grip /617595 33,74,46.5 • A 25 • ; 324

• PSB Synchrony One 3,500 Slim and discreetfloorstanderthat delivers superb sound quality and flexible bass /516267 22,109,32.5 i e A 45 e : 318

• Revel F32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 . e A 20 • 256

• Revolver Screen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and very successful in delivering genuine high-quality hi-fi sound 50140,11 A 35
:e 329

• Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,475 Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively with?ut aggr<?5.5.i?n 20,100,25 • A 22 • 290

• Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings /603221 18.5.35.335 A- 55 • 322

• Sonus faber Minima Vintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels /455417 : 20,33,2Z.5 A- 55 • : 312

• Sonus faberCremona Audit. 3,3 50 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is 'The Little Speaker That Could’ 20,35,37 : A 50 • : 305

• SpendorSAl 1,295 Very high-quality sub-miniature with n?tably superior5.?und 16.5,30.5,19 : A 30 e : 334

• SpendorSP3/1R2 1,600 Conservative styling, superb neutrality and coherence with unusually low coloration 22,40,28 A 37 e : 317

• Tannoy Definition DClO! 5,000 Classy speaker has massive base, high sensitivity and precise image focus ¡608 3 2 6 34,112.5,32 :• A+ 35 • 323

• Totem Sttaf 1,695 This speaker delivers good scale with a fine midband
• ■ .................. ..

: 16x85x24.2 : • A • : 340

• Triangle Genese Lyrr 3,300 A well-balanced speaker with generous sensitivity, fine imaging and good expressiveness 233031133 • e A 30 e . 338

• Teufel Ultima 80 2,498 Exceptional value for money due to direct sales and easy system-matching 22,98,37 : • A 42 ■ e : 335

• Vivid Audio Kl 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth'. thi: speake'. is ?n.e ofth:fin"st on the plan:t /625361 ?8,1W> A 35 • : 325

• Wilson Benesch Curve 5,383 Much (but not all) oftheACTs performance in a much morecompactan.daff?r?abl<?package 2391,37 • A 28 • ; 254

• Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, ifbright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 2(3.100.5^41 : e A 23 e • 314

• Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,3835 Î A 28 e 296

• Zu Essence . 3:75? Realism and communication skills are more than c?mpensation forbalance 5.h?rtc?.ITlings i 30.5,12530.5 ; • A 25 • : 327

M 73 SIZEW,H,D (CM Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE Of DRIVE How much power the 
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus 50 watts plus A^ 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TOWALL The speakers will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid comers).

Castle Knight 2 £400
The Knight 2 continues in the great Castle tradition 
of excellent finish and solid build and climbs to the 
top of the pile with excellent sonic performance

Focal Chorus 826W LE £1,879
Focal has taken the 826 and turbocharged it, keeping 
the virtues of the stock model but with increased 
energy, excitement and detail

PMC Fact 8 £4,600
A fantastic combination of elegant design, well­
thought out room-tuning features and superb sonic 
performance. A 2010 Product of the Year nominee
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Equipment supports
Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes

Equipm
ent supports / Speaker stands

Price CommentsBadge Product
Atacama Equinox 409 Stable, modular design with style and excellent bass transients 81 50,50 • 4 Glass 217

• Audiophile Base StdSupp’t 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46,35 3 MDF 302
• Blok Stax 300 180 A simple and effective design that gives some useful isolation across most of the audio band 40,46 3 MDF 334

• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 Isolation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit 40x25 Metal 311

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 60,42 4 Glass : 293

Custom Design Milan 509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39 4 Glass 302

• Hi-Fi Racks Podium 500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 59.5 Wood 320,...... j.... ..................--—J...-».....—¿.m---**--- -- •
Alloy 32/• lsonoe Isolation feet 98 A set of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kit liketu rntables

Partington Minim 470 Adds its own character to rock, but to the detriment of acoustic sounds . ’ Glass m

• Quadraspire QX25 Support 25 Beautifully simple design, cheap and easy to use. Excellent with CD players Acrylic 327
• Quadraspire Sunoko-Vent T 800 The sound is detailed and largely uncoloured, while the design is rigid and beautifully veneered 59,47 4 MDF 334

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very lightTorlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Tortyte 240

• Townshend VSSS 1,380 This attractive Seismic Sink retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality : 76. 1 35,50 4 Glass 273

Speaker stands '
Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys _

Badge Product Price Comments

■M
■r vxaxvx

Anvil Sound Display Stand 229 A variety of smart looks available -sound is clear and precise 20,17 • 1 293

• Custom Design RS300 110 • ■ ' ■ < • u s ■ v ■ ■ • ^6,5,^8 • 1 281

• Custom Design SQ404 220 Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance 6118,16.3 i • ; : 4 283
• Partington Ansa 60 119 Elegant flat-packer'disappears' sonically; restrained butneutral and coherent 62 18,15 • ; 4 232
• Partington Dreadnought BS 299 Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can offer ‘62 17,23 • : : 5 309
• Partington Heavi II 499 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very precise bass and ...pper uoqucrm ms 53 31,22 : •L........  ■...... J....... 6 ............287

LZECIJ HEIGHT(CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). 
Single figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed 
to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. SHELF^TYPE Material 
that shelves are made of.

MFC TOP PICKS Î
Partington Dreadnought BS £300
Probably the best speaker stand for the money 
- heavily engineered and backed up with sound 
theory, the Dreadnought is real class

Quadraspire SunokoVent T £800
Aclever solution tothetwinproblemsof equipment 
cooling and resonance, thanks to a unique shelf 
design, makes this a worthy 2010 award winner

Townshend VSSS £1,380
Although not cheap, Max Townshend's skillfully 
engineered rack nearsthe ideal in terms of isolation 
and spending more doesn't really bring big gains

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice 
and receive QED speaker 

cables, plus 20% off

Get a QED Profile Precision loudspeaker cable and 20% 

off the cover price when you subscribe for just £11 every 
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Please reserve/deliver my copy of 
on a regular basis, starting with issue

Title First name_ - .

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone number

How to order a back issue
Back issues are available by post and from 
^ww.myfavouritemaga2ines.co.uk. They cost 
£5.95 (UK), £6.95 (Europe) or £7.95 (rest of the 
world). All prices include p&p. You can also order 
by phone on 0844 848 2852 or +44 1604 
251045 (overseas). We accept MasterCard and 
Visa credit cards, and Maestro debit cards. 
Alternatively, send a cheque or PO made payable 
to Future Publishing Ltd. For back issues only, 
please use the form on the left.

How to order a review reprint
If you're interested in an HFC review of an older 
component and the back issue has sold out, 
we can usually send photocopies of individual 
reviews to any UK address for a flat fee (inc p&p) 
of £5 per review. You must know in which issue 
the original review appeared; we are unable to 
search back issues for old reviews, sorry. Please 
send a written request, enclosing a cheque for 
£5 made payable to Future Publishing Ltd, to: 
Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Senrice, Future Publishing, 
2 Bakombe Street, London, NW1 6NW.

1ED m>RW. Choice FEBRUARY 2011 www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Audio
Home Cinema
Multi-Room
Installation

* -

faking the -
KäcWä

Located in the midst of rural Norfolk, 
Basically Sound offers a relaxing, 

out of town location for you to visit and 
experience the best performing 

audio systems available.

From turntables to the latest 
in network audio solutions, we ensure 

that you hear music as it should be heard 
- and the parking and coffee are free.

Brands 
offered include:

Arcam 
Bryston 

Dynavector 
HiFi Racks 

l soblue
Linn 
Nairn 
PMC 
Rega 

Squeezebox 
The Chord Co. 

Wilson Benesch 
Wireworld 

amongst others ...BASICALLY
SOUND

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 
020 8946 I 528 or shop@obrienhifi.com 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

& - ■■ - F

^« ^-••l"'-’’^^ P|RO\ Avid

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

Audio lab
Chord 
Cyrus 
Dali 
Marantz 
Michell 
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt Short 
Pathos 
Pioneer 
ProAc 
ProJect 
Q-Acoustics 
Quad 
Sanos

► 
► 
► 
► 
►
► 
►

Sugden
TEAC 
Wharfedale 
& Many More ...

York HiFi Specialist for over 40 Years 
New Store with Free Customer Parking 
Qualified Staff - Independent Advice o %

UpTo 36 Months
Quality HiFi Seperates from £100 to £10,000 o% Finance
Widest Choice in the Area - Most items from Stock Available*
Open 10: 30am - 5: 30pm Monday to Saturday *Subject to status

Visit our Website or Call for latest offers & promotions

www.Vickers-Hifi.co.uk E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.Vickers-Hifi.co.uk
mailto:VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com
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. Acoustic Preference limano Audio. Analogue

XempEielft ronifs Rei Acoustics SilierInou

Yamamoto AudtophidBase

avid
<BCD graaf

'Burson Audio

Wb il» 
il»

I >i ì

I

Çrado

•■lb i
•■lb «li» *

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

Catn T Cam

Cf. Audio

'Diapason

•Emilk£.I6s sic

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44(0)1733 344768

Exposure Oracle Audio
Synthesis Tannoy Tn

Triangle Unison Research Pathos

www. mayflowersounds.couk
Email: 
Tel: 01302 711528 or

Senso-Systems... hi-fi,home cinema and multi-room installations for the discerning. 
Showrooms at 16-17 Lemon Street Truro and in the South-East

Tel: 01872 273215 ; www.senso-5Ystems.co.uk
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon St, Truro TRI 2LS

BROKEN SPBONE?
We are iPhone Repairs & Spares LTD

Dedicated specialists for the Apple iPhone

FREE iPhone screen 
protector with every 
iPhone 3G or 3GS 
touch screen repair

All iPhone models repaired 
12 months warranty on all repairs 
Fast turnaround
Parts available for DIY repairs 
Drop in service available

Admirals OffkThe Historic Dockyard Chatham. Kent, ME4 4TZ

Visit our website for iPhone 
accessories including: 
Protective cases

Bring your iPhone 3G/3GS 
to us and we wilt repair within 
5 minutes on-the-spot

24 4

.el: 01634 405 662
Email: service@iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
www.iphonerepairsltd.co.uk

http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.senso-5Ystems.co.uk
mailto:service@iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
http://www.iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
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for your yn

TRADING-TICK

We pay up to 
£10,000 
for a used Hi-Fi!

focal
« 

grado .
** ha 

isoblue

kudos

Front End Problems?
contact:

The Cartridge Man
ft doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also for Croft. Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

lyra

naim audio

neat acoustics 

nottingham 

ortofon

pmc (including fact)

stax

sumiko

trichord

well tempered

ipswich
w w w si

signals
hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473)
g n a I s

655171
u k com

http://www.thecartridgeman.com
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Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-room AV

www.ceritech-audio.com 
Tel: 0844 7365719 
Monmouthshire & 
Gloucestershire

sound Cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge
I ; 01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz michell 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project ref roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

■

- THE AUDIO BARN FROM ROCK SOLID SOUNDS -

Vivid Audio 
Electrocompaniet 
Audio Physic 
Cabasse 
AYON 
Coda 
Music tools 
Hl FI RACKS

ASTINTREW 
Lumley 
Audiostone 
Belles 
ORACLE 
AURA 
Stello

Rock Solid Sound 
Systems

The Old Barn, Rosier Business Park, Coneyhurst Road, Billingshurst 
West Sussex, RH14 9DE. tel. 01403 782221 or 07950 274224 

info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk - www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk 
- Please telephone for an appointment -

Is this your problem? Here’s youranswer
used with pre/power or integrated amps to cur

It's a common problem The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible. The noise floor may be audible 
too There is a simple and effective solution - the

loud too loud way too loud
is heartily

Rothwell In-Line Attenuators y can be

the problems of excess gam and bring sonic
benefits with even the most expensive equipi

£39/pair - post free

J "this accessory

recommended' 
Gramophone

01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

IAN HARRISON HIFI
SALE! UP TO 25% OFF ANALOGUE EQUIPMENT

TEL: 01283 702875
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF 
TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 
CARTRIDGES AND PHONO 
STAGES
INCLUDING: AMATEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, 
BENZ MICRO, CARTRIDGE MAN, 
CLEARAUDIO, DENON, GOLDRING, GRADO, 
GRAHAM SLEE, HADCOCK, HEED, ICON, 
KOETSU, LEHMANN AUDIO, MICHELL, 
MOTH, ORTOFON, PRO-JEKT, REGA, SME, 
SUMIKO, THORENS, TOM EVANS, 
TRANSFIGURATION, TRICHORD, WHEST 
AUDIO, ZYX.

HARBETH
EAR/YOSHINO
STAX HEADPHONES 
Q ACOUSTICS
AUDIO TECHNICA HEADPHONES 
GRADO HEADPHONES
SUGDEN
PURE SOUND
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
UNISON RESEARCH 
OPERA
VAN DEN HUL 
BLACK RHODIUM 
APOLLO
ROBSON ACOUSTICS

fPOA 
f POA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
f POA 
fPOA 
f POA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA 
fPOA

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. All GOODS ARE BRAND 
NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K GUARANTEES. NO EX-OEM OR EX-DISPLAY GOODS.NO GREY IMPORTS. 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY NO GENERAL CATALOGUES.
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES.

ESTABLISHED 1986.
MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ 

TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.News with a v iew
TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about
So come along and talk. If you’re passionate about technology, you’ll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say.

tech radars >
Deep into technology

http://www.ceritech-audio.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
mailto:info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
GOODS.NO
TechRadar.com


Dealer Directory CHOICE

ACOUSTICA LTD

GRAHAMS HI-FI NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM

INFIDELITY WM

SOUND CINERGY WM

VICKERS HIFI ACTON GATE AUDIO

01753 631000
www.studioav.co.uk

1 020 8943 3530 
www.infidelity.co.uk

9 High Street, Hampton Wck 
Surrey, KT1 4DA.

ALTERNATIVE AUDIO
Brampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

01984 624242
www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire
CH2 3NH

a 01244 344227
« www.acoustica.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR321HB

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD
3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 OEG

a 01491 839305
® www.audioimages-hifi.com

SENSO SYSTEMS
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,
Truro, Cornwall TR1 2LS

s 01872 273215
® www.audio-cinema.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol
BS31 3EJ

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reyrnerston

Norfolk NR9 400

Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road 
London N1

01502 582853
www.audioimages-hifi.com

STUDIO AV
44 High Street, Eton, Berkshire, 
SL4 6BL

AUDIOBOFFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood 
Herts WO 1TP

S 020 8177 4095
© www.audioboffs.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SK8 1AL

a 0161 491 6090
4$ www.audio-counsel.co.uk

4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
Clwyd LL13 7PB

a 01978 364500
® www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS9 8NL

a 01922 457 926
® www.soundcinergy.co.uk

24 Gillygate, York,
Y031 7EO

a 01904 629659
@ www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire
CW12 3JB

a 01260 280017 
© www.synergyav.co.uk

a 01362 820800
® www.basicallysound.co.uk

DIVINE AUDIO EM
The Courtyard, Bennett's Place, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 7NL

S 01858 432999
# www.divineaudio.co.uk

s 020 7226 5500
® www.grahams.co.uk

01225 874728
www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp

120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

S 0115 9786919
$ www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

_____________________________________________

DOUG BRADY HI-FI NW
Kingsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North,
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU

w 01925 828009
S www.dougbradyhifi.com

Spirit

SE - South East, GL - Greater London, SW - South West, E - East, 
EM - East Midlands, WM - West Midlands, NE - North East, 
NW -North West, W-Wales.

HIFICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact
Richard Jewels +44 (0) 207 042 4265

richard.jewels@futurenet.com

http://www.studioav.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.alternativeaudio.co.uk
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
http://www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.vickers-hifi.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.dougbradyhifi.com
mailto:richard.jewels@futurenet.com
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JIMMY HUGHES

Tales of the unexpected
Jimmy Hughes takes delivery of Olive's brilliant 03HD SOOGb music 
server, but is in no rush to start ripping his 40,000 disc collection

ne of the dangers for avid CD and 
OLP collectors is the risk of becoming 

more interested in the artefact itself, 
than the music/performance it 

contains. Record companies exploit this 
skilfully, selling us things we've already got by 
expanding original recordings and/or making 
the packaging more interesting with rare 
photos and new liner notes.

When you keep purchasing new copies of stuff 
you've already got, you're this kind of collector 
- constantly tempted to buy remastered 
versions of favourite albums, or expanded 
deluxe reissues that bring together mono and 
stereo mixes, plus out-takes and alternative 
versions of certain tracks.

I recently got heavily nostalgic about Love's 
1967 album Forever Changes - buying the 
deluxe double CD having only bought the 
expanded single CD version a few weeks earlier. 
But why the nostalgia? Well, Forever Changes is 
a very late discovery for me; I knew it by name 
and reputation, but had never heard it until a 
few months ago!

A marketeer's dream
Basically, it's because I'm a total sucker for 
buying what I already have - purchasing newly 
reissued editions that promise superior sound, 
nicer artwork, bonus tracks, outtakes, and 
alternative versions. My record collection is a 
bunch of old dearly loved friends, so I grab 
every opportunity to get closer to them.

This partly explains why some record 
collectors buy discs and never open them. 
Possession alone is sufficient. Just having the 
disc in the house is enough. But, downloads 
have a different dynamic. Not being physical, 
they give you custody rather than possession.

Thus far, I've only dipped a toe into the world 
of downloads. But something I've already 
noticed is - my urge to collect is not primed 
by downloaded material. How strange! 
Downloading music to a hard-drive seems ideal 
for collecting; everything neatly stored in one 
place, taking up very little physical space - 
unlike LPs/CDs.

Many collectors of classical music regularly 
replace their older recordings as newer or 
better ones come out. Reviews would describe 
certain recordings of a work as the 'one to 
have'. This meant it was the definitive version 
of a particular piece - best sound, best performance. 
If a better recording came along, you'd 
dispose of your old disc and get the new one. 
But not me: I always kept my older recordings, 
even when something superior superseded it.

Given this fact, it's curious I feel no urge to 
duplicate downloaded material by having lots 
of versions of the same piece.

Faced with a music-streaming/storage device 
like the Olive OH3D (HFC341) and its SOOGb 
hard drive, able to hold 1,500 ripped CDs, my 
instinct is to choose a definitive recording and 
stick with it. I feel no desire to fill its hard drive 
with dozens of different versions of the same 
piece of music. One is enough.

Wet Dreams and von Karajan
Why? Well, it's partly because lP and CD sets 
have an individuality that downloads lack. 
My four Karajan conducted Beethoven cycles 
are all very different as objects - each has its 
position in time and space. Especially 
handsome is the deluxe leather-bound limited­
edition 1978 LP set, personally signed by 
Karajan himself. A collector's Wet Dream!

Downloads simply don't have that sort of 
tactile immediacy. Consequently, there's less 
justification for keeping 'second-best' versions 
when superior ones exist. Of course, that 
argument also applies to LPs and CDs, but 
(somehow) having the music in a physical form 
creates more of a context for it.

The risk here for avid collectors is getting too 
embroiled in such ephemera and losing sight of 
the message. Not so with downloads. With 
everything on a hard drive, you're forced to 
confront things on a purely musical level. With 
no fancy packaging or other side-shows 
to distract your attention, you have to listen 
to the music...
Hey - maybe that's no bad thing. •

Downloads have 
a different 
dynamic, they 
give you custody 
rather than
possession

A hi-fi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record­
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAT DO YOU THINP
Does ripping your music collection to a 
single drive inspire you?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com

130 artiiChOice FEBRUARY 2011 t^ww.hifichoice.co.uk

mailto:hifichoice@futurenet.com
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Music is our Passion 
www. audioemotion.co.uk

t 01333 425 999

64 Bit 
AFC T..:hnology

Power &urlft Mono

Antelope
ZODIAC <%<

Phones

Antelope Zodiac Gold

8 Custom USB chip streams audio up to l 92kHz

An advanced digital audio 
converter engineered 
to deliver pristine audio 
with keenly articulated 
pitch and a spectacular 
soundstage.

I DACSFOR
I A NEW DEC ADE.

Antelope’s unique clocking technology, 
superior conversion, premium components 
and custom designed circuitry makes the 
Integrity Line musically pleasing to the ear 
and aesthetically stunning to the eye... 
in any situation.

@ PRICES FROM £2395

Antelope

ZODIAC +

HD Mastering D/A Converter

8 Antelope Oven Clock for supreme stability

8 64-bit Acoustically Focused Clocking (AFC)

8 Ultra Linear, Dual Stage Headphone Amps

8 De-jittered, re-clocked Digital Audio Outputs

© Antelope Zodiac+ HD Mastering Converter
Zodiac+ wipes the virtual dust from your 
monitor speakers, widening the picture 
and adding more details, revealing extra 
dimension in the spectrum of music.

ntelope

A CLEARER, 
MORE ENGAGING 
WAY TO LISTEN 
TO MUSIC.

30DAYM0NEY
BACK GUARANTEE
///////////////////////////

audioemotion.co.uk


E I i t e series

Building upon the classic Quad sound, each 
Elite series product is enhanced according to 
the highest of our engineering standards to 
ensure that ease of use, seamless connectivity, 
fully balanced audio signals, plus intelligent 
control systems are achieved.

Devised as a fully integrated system, each 
product in the Elite series works best when 
paired with one another, adding increased 
clarity and definition but foremost offering the 
integrity of musical performance and more 
accurately conveying the message contained 
in the actual music.

The Elite series comprises the Elite CDS CD 
Player, Elite CDP CD Player with Pre-Amp, 
Elite Pre-Amp, Elite Stereo Power Amp, Elite 
Mono Power Amp, Elite FM Tuner and flaunts a 
sleek new modern casework design using 
superior class cast alloy in matte black finish.

The Hl < lassie is available in finish cofour options of: 
Piano: Classique Cherry, Black us shown with Elite systemi 

Veneer Classique Cherry. Deep Rose

1AG House. Sovereign Court Ermine. Business Park Huntingdon. Cambridgeshire. PE20 6XU 

Tel 01480 447700 - Fax 01480 43 I 767 www.quad-hifi.co.uk

QUAD
the closesi approach to the original sound

http://www.quad-hifi.co.uk

	How many CDs do you own but never play?

	Store, browse and listen to your complete CD collection on the revolutionary Brennan

	"I've suddenly re-discovered my love of music - it's amazing"

	"/ feel like a teenager all over again - thank you Brennan"

	To get the whole story on the Brennan JB7 and order visit www.brennan.co.uk

	PASSION FOR SOUND

	www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 342 February 2011

	OUR PROMISE TO YOU



	0800 121 4771 / 4772

	b ■ I	-3b

	www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 342 February 2011


	NEWS & OPINION

	READER SERVICES

	107 Britain's most useful hi-fi buying information

	Audiojumble: Vintage hi-fi collectibles spotted

	Beatles for sale: The Fab Four's most precious

	CONTENTS

	FEBRUARY 2011


	REVIEWS

	GROUP TEST

	MINI TEST

	All the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

	Onkyo returns to ‘proper’ hi-fi at last with a welcome new three-strong line-up for 2011

	UNDISTORTED




	Tri-colour

	Fatties on the rise

	Z Choice-.


	Streaming Fidelity

	XTZ meets DSP


	Primed for hi-fi

	Primare unveils its new 30 series components for 2011

	kli^psch.co.uk

	ozaki.us/en

	XQ Series

	SHOW REPORT:

	AUDIOJUMBLE, TONBRIDGE, KENT

	Made to match, each element of an Eclipse TD desktop system

	has been meticulously designed to perfectly complement the other.

	TECHNOLOGY


	Hi-fi without wires a reality

	Bluetooth headset

	Distributed in the UK by;

	Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk




	Life in the old dock yet

	Does the media streamer make 'hi-fi' iPod docks already obsolete? Ed Selley considers the case for and against

	PURE

	AUDIO ICONS

	All hail the BC1?

	ARCAM

	SOLO NEO Music System

	Claim QED

	CABLE

	WORTH £30

	Claim HMV VOUCHERS .WORTH £10.

	KEF KHT 7005

	KEF KHT 8005


	I—ln\A/	myfavouritemagazines.<».uk/hfc/hfcP1A

	I IWV IV Call08448482852 quote code HFCP1A

	^1, Get in touch! email us at hifichoice@futurenet.com

	•y or write to: Hi-Fi Choice Letters, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

	Looking for salvation

	Graham Lynn, via email

	Dark age of technology

	Ju/ian Vincent, via email

	On the record

	Heavy mettle

	Ian Macfarlane, via email

	WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!



	THIS ISSUE'S BLIND PANEL



	oherent

	tel. 0845 5191833


	AN AUDIOLAB 8200CD CD PLAYER

	TOWIN this superb CD player, please answer the following question

	^^Blind-listening

	Syncro is IsoTek’s latest product and the company’s most advanced mains cable -

	but it’s also so much more.

	Syncro incorporates innovative electronics,

	housed in an anti-resonant aluminium case,

	designed to synchronise the mains supply in

	order to promote a perfectly symmetrical sine

	wave, delivering significant sonic improvements.

	To obtain your free IsoTek brochure please call:



	01276 501 392

	Creek

	Destiny 2 £i,aoo

	The Destiny 2 is a worthy contender in the upmarket stakes and a sublime performer to boot

	MICHELL ENGINEERING

	With its excellent credentials, the shoebox-sized 8xp dis an amplifier to contend with



	www.emusic.com/HiFiChoice i '* ■ aww	** a s


	Lab conclusions

	The technical specs on all six amps is impressive enough, but coupled with performance only one is destined to shine above the rest

	TECH LABS


	Blind-listening verdicts



	DENON

	WWW.DENON100.CO.UK

	WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DENONUK.IRE

	6XADL

	Thing of beauty

	CONNECTIONS

	Plain Jane

	Assured

	A no-brainer

	Bargain


	Q&A...

	Flux control

	Solid gone

	On the record

	Match point

	Kick the tube

	CONNECTIONS 
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