
Valve amp super ntest: six compared Musical Fidelity
M1system

_ Tested: new £1,000 CD player 
kick-starts the two-box renaissance Hi-Fi Choice

Primaluna, Tri, Consonance, Icon, 
Cayin and PureSound head-to-head

PASSION FOR SOUND www.hifichoice.co.uk June 2011 £3.99
Music RDACeraœ

is 2011's hottest upgrade

20New Cyrus Stream XP DAC/preamp offers much but does it deliver true audio excellence?
first-class products tested 

including: Tannoy, Lavardin, 
Martinlogan and EMM Labs

9 "7709551 1090

iute" PHONES

Future

A Marantz NA7004 
network player 
worth

HD radioto 
replace FM
Special report: discover radio’s bright 
future - HD broadcasting is here

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


amphion
The best nearfield speakers 

I have ever heard."
Günter Pauler, Stockfisch Records on Amphion Argon3.

Would you like to hear what Mr. Pauler from 
Stockfisch Records hears in his studio? Now you 
have access to the same speakers that are used 
in the recording process of some of the all time 
audiophile reference recordings.

Even if Mr. Pauler feels Argon3 are the best 
nearfield speakers he has ever heard, Argon3's 
were designed to work best in normal acous
tically non-treated rooms, where most of the 
audiophiles enjoy their music.

More information on Amphion products on
www.amphion.fi 

www.amphion.fi | info@amphion-audio-europe.com

http://www.amphion.fi
http://www.amphion.fi
mailto:info@amphion-audio-europe.com


INTRODUCTION

Hifi Choice
PASSION FOR SOUND

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: SPEAKERS
PAUL is the UK's foremost expert on 
loudspeakers. Having worked as a speaker 
designer and reviewer for over 30 years 
Paul is internationally recognised for his 
ability to assess loudspeaker performance, 
and report on developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
JIMMY has been involved in hi-fi for over 
40 years. His knowledge of tweaking and 
optimising systems is unrivalled in the hi-fi 
industry and he brings enormous expertise 
to the pages of Hi-Fi Choice. If anyone can 
help you improve your set-up, it's him.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
RICHARD writes exclusively for HFC and 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to the 
title. As Technical Consultant, he's our 
authority on tech testing, ensuring that 
our verdicts are beyond compare.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: TROUBLESHOOTING
ED has spent the best part of a decade 
selling, developing and supporting 
products from some of the biggest names 
in audio. As HFC's troubleshooter, he is on 
hand to help you answer your questions 
and help you create that perfect system.

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: PERFORMANCE AUDIO
ALVIN is an internationally respected audio 
reviewer who has contributed to a huge 
range of magazines over the years. He has 
a very full 30 years of reviewing under his 
belt and has a passion for both high
performance and high-end hi-fi.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
JASON edited Hi-FiChoicethroughthe 
Brit-pop era and relinquished the helm 
after 17 years on the title. A hi-fi addict 
since his twenties, Jason fell for the beauty 
of vinyl and has never looked back. He's 
here to help you get the best from your LPs.

We come. ..
www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 348 June 2011

So, Cyrus has finally joined the streaming age and Hi-Fi Choice is the first mag in the world to test the new technology. You'll need to turn to page 56 to get the ful 1 story, but suffice to saythe Cambridge stalwart has upped the ante when it comes to performance and value.I n addition to our usual formula of news andreviews and opinion, we've got a rather special feature on the future of radio on p34, plus an in-depth look at a new type of hi-fi event; the Wigwam owners' show, where enthusiasts, not manufacturers, er, run the show.I f you're in an analogue mood, then fast forward to our Blind-Listening Group Test on p40, where the best valve amps compete for the top spot, or if you're simply looking to boost your systems performance, then look no further than Rega's £500 wonder-DAC nestling on p65. Finally, there's big news from Universal on p27, as our US correspondent reports ...
Dan George Editor
dan.george@futurenet.com

FUTURE PUBLISHING, 2 BALCOMBE STREET, 
LONDON NWl 6NW +44 (0)20 7042 4000

MALCOLM STEWARD
EXPERTISE: EMERGING TECH
MALCOLM is a legend in hi-fi magazine 
circles. A former editor of Hi-Fi Review, he 
was one of the best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He now writes exclusively for Hi-Fi 
Choice and he loves being 'back'.

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
HI-FI CHOICE is passionate about high fidelity. We’re 
dedicated to the very highest standards of sound 
reproduction. Our commitment is to bring you the most 
reliable, in-depth hi-fi equipment tests anywhere and 
we’re backed by the UK’s biggest technology publisher. 
Our expert writers will help you get the most from 
your hi-fi and guide you towards the best-performing 
products for your budget. Our passion is your passion.
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Jordan Acoustics HI» Intosh
NEW - 30 Reference by Systemdel<

NEW - MC601 by Mcintosh

" There was an immediate sensation apparent upon hearing this
Mcintosh combination, even from ice cold: that of true greatness in

every sense of the word." Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News, May 2011

For 2011, Systemdek have introduced the awe-inspiring Systemdek 
30 Reference turntable. At 5Skg, the 30 Reference will not only 
accommodate any tonearm between 9 -12 inches in length, but 
the heaviest tonearms as well. It takes on the very best at any 

price because in our opinion, it is the finest turntable you can buy

NEW - Reference Supports by So lidsteel

Beautiful Italian design and manufacture by ex-Oucati engineers. 
Now available in the UK! Since their introduction in 1991, Solidsteel 

audio tables have established a new level of technical and 
aesthetic refinement for audio and video component support 

and isolation.

è è é è

NEW - Geometry Series by Wilson Benesch

The Geometry Series is the result of an holistic approach to 
loudspeaker design and manufacture: Cutting edge materials, 

purpose-built moulding technologies and next generation 
production technology deliver an unparalleled performance.

The Geometry Series is comprised of four amazing models:
Vertex, Vector, Fulcrum and Cardinal

JASON (CO Transport) & MEDEA (DAC) by Weiss

The JASON CD Transport was created to partner the already famous 
- and multi-award winning MEDEA 0/A Converter. For many, this is

the ultimate CD Combination, bringing digital sound to life like very
1 few others can. If there was ever a player that could challenge the

finest turntables head-on, the Weiss will happily enter the ring and 
more than likely win! An audition is highly recommended.

i

NEW -Super Titan & Syncro by lsotek

No matter how powerful the amplifier, however current-hungry 
it may be, Super Titan delivers a super-clean, ultra-consistent 
supply of electricity without limitation, ensuring the world's 

best amplifiers perform to their full potential. Is Super Titan the 
ultimate high-current mains conditioner' Unquestionably.

"'Syncro delivers serious improvements... It's really not a question 
of whether to purchase, but when."

Hi-Fi Piac, Hungary

http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk


bournemouth store
telephone:

01202 911 886
e-mail: bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk

address:

Unit 2 - The Old Cart Building, Parley Court Barns 
Parley Creen Lane, Hurn, Bournemouth, BH23 6BB

Open: Tuesday ■ Saturday. Closed Monday. 

glenrothes store
telephone:

01592 744 779
e-mail: glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk

address:
20-22 Cadham Centre, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 GRU 

Open: Monday - Friday. Closed Saturday.

Centre of 
Excellence
Adam Audio Tensor 
ART Loudspeakers
lsoTek
Marantz Legendary
Mcintosh Laboratories
Systemdek
Wilson Benesch

Where it all began

The Glenrothes Store in 
Scotland is where it all began 

and in just a short space 
of time, Jordan Acoustics 
established itself as one 
of the UK's top premier 
specialists of high-end 

Hi-Fi systems.

BRANDS (NOTE: Selected brands may not be available from both stores. Please call to can firm before travelling.)

Adam Audio Clearaudio Musical Fidelity Transfiguration Free Unbiased Advice
Allnic Audio Denon Nordost Usher Free Parking

Analysis Plus EAR/Yoshino PM[ Weiss 0% Finance*
ART Loudspeakers lsotek Quadraspire Whest Part Exchange*

Audio Note Leben SME Wilson Benesch Home Demonstrations*
Bel Canto Marantz Solidsteel and many more .. *subject to conditions
Bryston Mastersound Sugden

Chord Electronics Mcintosh Laboratories Systemdek

Please see our forthcoming biog on our website for further details

The NEW Bournemouth Store is NOW open
Nestled in the luxurious grounds of Parley Manor 

in Bournemouth, our 18th Century Grade II listed 

showroom offers a high-end experience truly like no 

other. Launching with the exclusive accolade of 

'Centre of Excellence' status for the brands Wilson 

Benesch, lsoTel<, Marantz Legendary, Mcintosh, 

Adam Audio Tensor, ART Loudspeakers and 

Systemdek, we hold an unprecedented level of choice 

for the purist for whom ordinary just won't do. All 

our other brands will, of course, be available too 

making for the most complete, independently chosen, 

specialist portfolio in the UK.

For the first time ever Jordan Acoustics has been recognised 
by a number of manufacturers as a true Centre of Excellence 
for their products. This coupled with our product knowledge 

and renowned aftersales support means it's not just our 
systems that are truly World Class.

Jordan Acoustics - The UK's No.1 specialist retailer.

mailto:bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk
mailto:glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk
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NEWS & OPINION
8__ Audiofile
The latest news in audio

23__0pinion
The UK's brightest audio journalists

30__Letters
Our readerstalk hi-fi

89 Music Reviews
Essential new listening reviewed

130_ The back page
Jimmy Hughes concludes his downloading

READER SERVICES
96__ Help & Advice
Your questions, our answers

104_ Reader Classifieds
The UK's best place to buy and sell - for FREE!

124_ Next issue
What's in store next month

COVER STORY

KA World exclusive: 
Cyrus Stream XP
All-new streaming preamp/DAC 
is here and HFC has it first!

BUYER'S GUIDE

107 Britain's most 
useful hi-fi buying 
information
CD Players/Turntables/Phono cartridges/ 
Radio tuners/Headphones/Integrated & 
pre/power amps/Cables/Speakers/DACs/
Streamers/ Equipment supports 
UPDATED MONTHLY

WIN!
31 A Marantz NA7004 
network audio player

Wi^m show: in-depth report inside 1969: we reveal a great year for music
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Beautiful systems: Midland Audio Exchange
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"When I buy a CO or LP I'm buying 
something real-something tangible''

Jimmy Hughes, Back Page p 130

Acoustic Signature Manfred turntable

Aft Blind-listening grouptest:
Six highly desirable valve amps

Electrocompaniet PD 1 DAC

80
Yamaha NP-S2000 network audio player

REVIEWS
Definitive verdicts 
on the latest new kit
56 .Cyrus Audio
Stream XP streaming preamp/DAC

60 _ Acoustic Signature
Manfred turntable

65. Rega
DAC

66_ Musical Fidelity
Ml CDTCD transport and Ml DAC

71_ Dynamique
Tempest interconnect and Cyclone 
speaker cable

72_Electrocompaniet
PD1DAC

77_ Tannoy
DC6T loudspeaker

79 Unique Melody
Miracle custom-fit earphones

80. Yamaha
NP-S2000 network audio player

GROUPTEST
Integrated valve 
amps £1,350-£1,900 
42 Cayin
A55-T

43 _ Consonance
CYBER-100 Signature

47_ Icon Audio
Stereo 60

49.PrimaLuna
Dialogue 2

51 _ PureSound
A30

53 . Tri
KT88
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1O2_Atacama
Duo 6
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103_ Quadraspire
QV60

103__ Soundstyle
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Su^^ribe and get Sennheiser earphones worth £50! (p32)
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ws and views from the hi-fi industry

high
PRICE: £3,795-£4,295 

AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 01753 652669 

WEB: PATHOSACOUSTICS.COM

hum
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AUDIOFILE

Pathos has announced the 
InpolRemix, a new 10-watt 
integrated amplifier combining 

the third generation of its proprietary 
Inpol technology with functionality 
not previously seen in Pathos amps.

A pair of 6922 pentodes are backed 
up with the Inpol technology (see 
Inpolsive below) and partnered with 
optional digital inputs, a first for the 
Italian marque. A fully balanced 
design, the InpolRemix features a

although the USB inputs are fitted to 
all models, whether the DAC board is 
fitted or not. The £500 board can 
either be fitted in the factory on 
assembly; or retrofitted at a later date 
for an additional fee. The InpolRemix 
is also equipped with preouts to allow 
it to function as a preamp for a more 
powerful Pathos power amplifier.

As is usually the case for Pathos 
equipment, this an amazingly 
good-looking product. The body of

INPOLSIVE__________

A DAC-equipped version adds a pair 
of USB inputs which are decoded via 
a 24-bit/192kHz-capable convertor

PATHOS HAS made 
considerable use of its Inpol 
system in its other amplifiers. 
Standimgfor, Inseguitorea 
Pompa Lineareor'Linear 
Pump Tracker', the Inpol circuit 
pairs small valves atthe front 
of the amp circuit with a fully 
balanced Class A solid^stage 
output. The circuit is entirely 
feedback-free and Pathos 
claims that the circuit adds so 
little of itselfto the sonic 
performance of the amplifier’ 
that all the listener essentially 
hears is the valves at the front 
of the circuit.

balanced XLR input as the ‘main’ feed, 
paired with a single set of RCA line 
inputs and apair of speaker outputs 
supplied for each channel.

A more costly DAC-equipped version 
adds a pair of USB inputs which are 
decoded via a 24-bit/192kHz-capable 
convertor (a relation to the chipset 
used by the Digit CD player). The 
DAC board is an optional extra; as the 
Pathos will operate as a two-input 
analogue amplifier without the board,

the unit is covered in a wood, with the 
twin valves mounted semi-flush into 
the top-panel. Large heatsinks 
run down each sides of the chassis 
and spell out ‘Pathos’ in the cooling 
fins of the extrusion.

Full remote control is available with 
the standard Pathos ‘wand’ remote, 
offering volume control and input 
selection functions. The InpolRemix is 
hand-built in Italy at Pathos labs and 
is available in Britain through UKD.

www.hifichoice.co.uk JUNE 2011 llfiChoice 9
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www.bryston.co.uk

BDP-1
DIGITAL MUSIC PLAYER

At last easy access to high definition music 
files without compromise
The Bryston BDP-1 is a digital music player that enables 
you to easily play your music files (in virtually any format, 
including 192KHz/24-bit) directly from a USB storage device. 
And there are none of the performance shortfalls that can 
come from streaming music over wireless networks.

Controlled via a web interface on your Mac or PC or 
with an ¡Pod/iPhone or iPad app, the BDP-1, partnered 
with the award winning BDA-1 DAC, is a state of the art 
high-resolution music playback system that integrates 
seamlessly into your existing hi-fi.

★ ★★★★
SOUND QUALITY

“Makes playing music files 
easier than streaming and gives 
access to hi-res files with ease”
Hi-Fi Choice, March 2011

“The BDP-1 and BDA-1 are 
capable of making fine music" 
“The digital performance is first 
rate"
HiFi News, April 2011

“I regard the BDP-1 as the most 
innovative source component I 
have ever come across”
“All I can say is : / want one”
The Inner Ear Magazine

“...it rendered these 
beautiful pieces in a natural, 
most analog-sounding way, 
with the performing space 
perfectly recreated.”
Blu-rayDefinition.com, 
Feb 2011

Request a demonstration at:
Holburn HiFi Ltd, Aberdeen • Jordan Acoustics, Fife • Hi-Fi Corner, Edinburgh • Lintone Audio, Gateshead • Audio T, Swansea 

Basically Sound, Norfolk • Unilet Sound & Vision, New Malden • Nottingham HiFi Centre, Nottingham • Audio T, Portsmouth 

Frank Harvey - HiFi Excellence, Coventry • Soundcraft HiFi, Ashford • Movement Audio, Poole • Zinc HT, Borehamwood 

The Cornflake Shop, London • Paul Green Hi-Fi, Bath • Audio Venue, Maidenhead • Sevenoaks Sound & Vision, Yeovil 

Adventures in Hi-Fi, Chester • Divine Audio, Desborough • Audiofile, Cambridge • Audio Republic, Leeds

^--

http://www.bryston.co.uk
rayDefinition.com


Audio

Solid Gold
Goldmund pull out all the stops with its Telos 
3500 power amp

Goldmund has been putting the 
finishing touches on its Telos 3500 
mono power amplifier. Delivering 

a startling 3,500 watts RMS, the Telos is 
designed to drive any ultra-high-end 
loudspeaker it is likely to encounter 
and unsurprisingly, according to 
Goldmund, provides "an 
incredibly powerful sound." 
The circuit is an evolution of a 
design that the company has 
been using for over thirty years 
and the Telos 3500 features the 
latest refinements.

As well as the enormous 
power output, the amplifier 
is finished to a very high 
standard and features a hard- 
brass chassis with aluminium 
panels. This is finished in the 
traditional Goldmund metal 
style, giving an outward 
appearance that the company 
liken to, "a sculpture more 
than an amplifier".

Oppo tunities
OPPO has announced a new universal 
(Blu-ray) player with considerable care 
lavished on the audio side. The BDP-

PRICE: $151,250 (EACH) AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: +377 93 50 66 05 WEB: GOLDMUND.COM

Groove rider
Clearaudio Magnifytonearm is the 
world's first 'hybrid' design

Clearaudio has released the UM' *
Magnify tonearm. It uses 
the same magnetic 

bearings that the company has 
been using in its other products, 
but the Magnify takes things 
one stage further by pairing a 
conventional ball race bearing 
or vertical movement, with a 
brand new magnetic bearing for 
horizontal movement. The arm 
features a carbon fibre armtube 
and VTA can be adjusted even 
during playback.

95EU features an ESS Sabre DAC for 
decoding audio and supports SACD, 
DVD-A, HDCD, WAVand ^C, as well 
as the compressed audio formats.

The BDP-95EU is also fully equipped 
to stream audio over the ethemet via 
built-in 802.1 ln wireless. The chassis 
is considerably more rigid than less- 
expensive Oppo players and the 
casework is thicker and more heavily 
damped. Other unusual features 
include a toroidal transformer and 
balanced outputs for left and right 
channels. Qdeo processing and 30 
support feature on the video side via 
dual HDMI outputs.
PRICE: £899 AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT:08450609395 
WEB: OPPODIGITAL.COM

Shock and awe
ISOTEK has responded to the recent 
trend towards more powerful high- 
end amplifiers by developing the 
Super Titan conditioner. Able to 
supply an epic 7,360 watts with 
35,500 watts of transient power 
available, the Super ntan is 
according to lsoTek, "the world's 
most powerful mains condtioner."

As well as the huge power supply, 
the Super Titan uses a two-parallel 
series of two seven-stage filters each 
to create one 'super filter' to clean up 
the power it supplies to audio 
components. The Super Titan also 
features no less then 35,000 amps of 
surge protection to safeguard 
equipment connected to it.
PRICE: £5,995 AVAILABLE: NOW 
WEB: ISOTEKSYSTEMS.COM

PRICE: £2,375 AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 01252 702705 WEB: CLEARAUDIO.DE

^^.hifichoice.co.uk JUNE 2011 llfiChoice 11
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Audio

Viva 
VI SO
New NAD all-in-one system adds to the VISO range
N

AD has announced a new addition to its VISO range. The VISO Three is an integrated stereo system that supports CD, MP3 and WMA over both the internal CD drive and from USB drives and sticks connected to the unit's USB port.The NAD also has an FM and AM tuner and will support DAB broadcasts with the addition of the NAD DB-1 Adaptor.

It's also supplied with an iPod dock that supports both iPod and iPhone and connects to the main unit via an umbilical cable. The internal SO-watt amp should be able to drive most speakers the VISO Three is likely to be partnered with and NAD claims classleading power consumption figures.Look out for an in-depth review in the next issue.

PRICE: £750 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01279 501111
WEB: NADELECTRONICS.COM

Hi-Fi Choice on the iPadHFC's high-end special now available on the iPad
T

he Collection, Hi-Fi Choice's annual celebration of high-end audio, is now available on the Apple iPad. Tablet owners can purchase the iPad version for just £4.99 from digital magazine specialist Zino: gb.zinio. corn. The site also offers an iPad version of the regular mag (the one

you're holding now) as well as Mac, PC and iPhone versions of both titles.Digital versions of the print magazine are identical, right down to the ads, and you can even subscribe to HFC for the year at a significant discount to the paper product. With 
The Collection 2010 sold out in print form, it's hurrah for Zinio.

PRICE: £4.99 (COLLECTION) AVAILABLE: NOW WEB: GB.ZINIO.COM

Onkyo online
ONKYO is streaming ahead 
by launching three new hi-fi 
products, to include a £400 
steaming receiver.

The TX-8050 network 
stereo receiver features DNLA- 
compatible network streaming 
and internet radio, as well as 
the option of iPhone control. 
This is paired to a 130-watt 
internal amplifier and FM/AM radio, and analogue 
and digital line inputs are 
also fitted.

The £300 TX-8030 is the 
same receiver, minus the 
streaming facilities, while the 
accompanying £200 C-7030 
CD player features a custom
precision clock to reduce timing 
errors and a custom power 
supply arrangement.
PRICE: £200-400 AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 01628 473350 
WEB: ONKYO.CO.UK

www.hifichoice.co.uk JUNE 2011 lifiChoice 13
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Audiow
NEWS IN BRIEF
A selection of news-breaking 
stories on everything hi-fi

•BIA^MX'S new range of headphones 
and earphones are said to feature state- 
of-the-art noise-rejection technology. 
Prices from $129-$249.
blackboxonUne.com

•GIANTT-KILLER CABLES has released 
the Quad-Core Silver interconnect in 
RCA and XLR versions, priced from £79.
giantklllercables.com

•^^US begins its roadshow on 
May 4th, visiting fifteen dealers in 
otrder to demonstrate its new range 
of streaming products
cyrus.co.uk

•SONY has announced a new range of 
wireless and travel headphones. The 
wireless MDR-RF865RK has a 25-hour 
life from a three-hour charge.
sony.co.uk

O radio player
•RADIOPPlAYER, which intends to be an 
'iPlayer for radio', has launched. This 
combines 150 stations, including BBC 
services, on a not-for-profit site.
radioplayer.co.uk

?•\,,

Trip to Glasto
Townshend unveils two new passive preamplifiers

Townshend Audio has 
revealed details on its 
new Glastonbury passive 

preamplifiers. Both models use 
a 30-tap 'Fractal Wire' auto
transformer to supply gain and, as 
such, do so without a mains feed. 
Townshend claims to have tested 
all preamp configurations before 
settling on this design.

Both models feature two XLR and 
six RCA inputs, as well as an XLR 
and RCA output. The key difference 
is that the Glastonbury 2 is fully 
balanced, achieving this with galvanic 
isolation and eight additional 
transformers. Full remote control is 
provided and both models feature 
casework made from 12mm and 6mm 
billeted aluminium.

PRICE: FROM £8,000 AVAllABLE: NOW CONTACT: 0208 979 2155 WEB: TOWNSHENDAUDIO.COM

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Al.an Porter, of Napthine Porter kicks back with a cocktail of audio brilliance

JAMES
LAID
On first listening I 
wasn't impressed, but 
persistence paid off. 
Laid has its place in my 
top four. It's produced by 
Brian Eno, who features 
heavily throughout my 
music collection.

^MAXWELL 
UNPLUGGED 
This amazingly 
seductive recording 
has never been far 
from my CD player. 
Most tracks are 
adapted from Urban 
Hang Suite, perfect 
third-date music.

ATHLETE
TOURIST
Athlete's second 
album and a change 
of style from Vehicles 
and Animals, Joel 
Pott has such a cool 
voice and delivers the 
award-winning lyrics 
with such style.

ELBOW
SELDOM SEEN KIO 
Bizarre lyrics, 
telling great stories, 
Loneliness ofa tower 
crane driver is my top 
track. Fantastic Guitar 
rift on Seldom seen Kid, 
A Mercury winner and 
"Turn it up" CD.
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KRELL S ANGELS
THE NEW CHAPTER

"A SUPERB CD PLAYER, 
WHICH JUST MAKES YOU 
GO ON LISTENING"
KRELL EVOLUTION 525A CD PLAYER - 
STEVE HARRIS, HI-FI NEWS, JANUARY 2011

"ACCOMPLISHED 
CD PLAYER WITH 
REAL BREEDING 
UNDERPINNING 
ITS EXCELLENT 
PERFORMANCE"
KRELL S-350A CD PLAYER - 
ALVIN GOLD, HI-FI CHOICE, JANUARY 2011

"A VERY STRONG 
RECOMMENDATION FOR 
THIS DELIGHTFUL POWER 
AMPLIFIER"
KRELL 402E STEREO POWER AMPLIFIER - 
MARTIN COLLOMS, HIFI CRITIC, APRIL-JUNE 2010

"DEEP AND IMMENSELY 
POWERFUL MULTICHANNEL 
SOUND THAT SETS THE 
STANDARD FOR CINEMA 
IN THE HOME"
KRELL S-1200U AV PROCESSOR AND S-1500 
MULTICHANNEL POWER AMP -
WINNER, EISA AWARDS 2010-2011

"INCREDIBLE RICH, DETAILED AND NATURAL SOUND...
IT ENVELOPS YOU AND DRAGS YOU INTO THE MOVIE WITH ITS HYPNOTIC CHARMS"

KRELL S-1200U AV PROCESSOR AND S-1500 MULTICHANNEL POWER AMP - RICHARD STEVENSON, HOME CINEMA CHOICE, AUGUST 2010

"HUGELY POWERFUL... ONE OF THE BEST INTEGRATED AMPS IN THE BUSINESS"
KRELL S300l INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER - ALAN SIRCOM, HI-FI+, ISSUE 65

"IT IS HANDS DOWN THE BEST AMPLIFIER l'VE EVER HEARD AND THE NEW BENCHMARK.^."
EVOLUTION 402E STEREO POWER AMPLIFIER - ANDREW ROBINSON, HOMETHEATERREVIEW.COM

Since the early 1980s Krell has been acknowledged by hi-fi cognoscenti as the unchallenged leader of the pack. 
For many its beautifully built stereo amps are the best that money can buy, delivering the ideal blend of awesome 
power, intricate detail and iron-fisted control, yet the Connecticut-based company's wide-ranging portfolio also takes 

in CD and DVD players, home cinema processors, multichannel power amplifiers and a range of loudspeakers.

The company's envelope-pushing innovations throughout the past three decades have culminated in a cutting-edge 
product range. The entry-point for Krell ownership is the S-350a CD player and S-300i integrated amp, both delivering 
scintillating sound for surprisingly little outlay. Further up the range, in Krell's flagship Evolution line, the modular 525 
disc player/transport combines exceptional flexibility with an extraordinary musical performance. It's available in four 

versions: player or transport for CD/DVD or CD only, with the ability to add DVD playback later if required.

The new Evolution 'e' range of amplifiers is equally spectacular. Every amp in the line-up has been upgraded to 
deliver massively impressive sound quality whilst conserving heat-wasting energy, thus earning a 'small e’ suffix. 
From mono to multichannel there's an amp to suit every requirement, from the 2x300W 302e to the awesome 900W 
900e monoblock, all boasting Krell's customary bombproof construction, seemingly limitless power and blissful 

sound. With Krell's sonic ascendancy once again reiterated, ownership remains a true privilege.

absolute sounds td
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW

T +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.comTHE LEADER 1N AUDIO ENGINEERING

HOMETHEATERREVIEW.COM
http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com
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SHOW REPORTWigwam Show2011
A show where the exhibits belong to the 
public - how does that work? Rather well 
says HFCsEdSelley

T
he premise of a 
hi-fi show where 
the systems on 
display are privately

owned is a fascinating one and 
the increasingly popular Scalford 
event, now in its third year, has set 
out to make it a reality.

The child of the online hi-fi 
forums, principally Hi-Fi Wigwam, 
Scalford is an entirelyvolunteer- 
based event. 2011 is also the first 
year where the organising has 
been done in-house and there was 
a sense in the run up, that this was 
going to be the best show yet.

The big day actually exceeded 
the expectations of the organisers 

with over 400 visitors to the 
remarkably labyrinthine 
Scalford Hall, near Melton 
Mowbray, to see the largest 
variety of systems yet.

Overfiftyforum members 
brought a system to the show and 
the size and complexity of some 
of the equipment that made the 
journey was a testament to the 
dedication of the exhibitors. An 
eclectic mix was on display from 
low- output, single-ended systems 
to powerhouse solid-state efforts.

The show also showcased a 
variety of sources, from idler 
drive turntables through to iPad- 
controlled streaming systems.

O THE JVS SYSTEM
Welcoming visitors to the show 
and placed in one of the largest 
rooms, this system - comprising 
Wilson Watt Puppy 7s, with Jeff 
Rowland amplification (using a 
Nagra CDC and Oracle Delphi V), 
Graham tonearm and Lyra 
cartridge - made a convincing 
case for itself.

The Wilson's showed no signs 
of struggling to fill the room and 
the system was capable of 
staggering realism with both CD 
and vinyl. As a demonstration 
of the potential ability of high- 
end equipment, this was as 
convincing as any we have seen 
at professional shows.

O THE BIGDUR HORN
On the other side of the 
entrance hall, one of the more 
ambitious bits of DIY in 
attendance was strutting its 
stuff. Comprising a treble and 
midrange compression horn, 
paired with a fifteen-inch driver

"The complexity 
of the equipment 
was a testament 
to the exhibitors." 

for bass duties, it managed to 
sound involving and cohesive, 
while maintaining a room-filling 
sound on the end of an Audio 
Note system. The fit and finish 
of the cabinets was impressive 
and a considerable amount of 
time has been devoted to the 
crossover and alignment. The 
rather startling green of the 
midrange horn was apparently 
chosen by the owner.

O LEGENDARY LENCO
One of the sources for the horns 
was this Lenco turntable in a 
custom plinth, supporting a 
pair of arms. Much of the 
demonstration work was done 
with a Shelter 501 cartridge and 
the results were hugely 
impressive. The sound was 
weighty and solid, with superb 
low-end drive and extension.

The absolute cost of the 
components that make up the 
deck are relatively low, but the 
time and attention to detail that 
has been spent on combining 
them has created a superb and 
very musical player.

O AVANTGARDE HORNS 
Upstairs from the DIY horns was 
a pair of Avantgarde Uno Nano

16 lifl^^e JUNE 2011 i^w.hifichoice.co.uk

w.hifichoice.co.uk


showreporT
THE HI-FI WIGWAM SHOW 2011

forward over the stock unit, 
while losing none of the 
flexibility. Controlled via an

horns which are commercially 
available and - believe it or not 
- at the smaller end of the
model range! They differed from iPad, it was one of the most
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the DIY designs downstairs, 
primarily in their use of an 
active bass module, allowing 
the ultra-sensitive horns to be 
powered by an amp of almost 
any output.

Connected to an Audio Note 
M7 preamp with Red Wine 
Audio monoblocks and listening 
to lossless files, the result was 
remarkable scale and authority, 
coupled with remarkable realism 
and detail across a wide variety 
of music genres.

O MODWRIGHT 
TRANSPORTER
The source of the lossless 
files for the horns was a 
Logitech Transporter modified 
by Dan Wright of Modwright. 
The modifications are centred 
mainly around the output 
stage and include a rectified 
power supply featuring 5U4 
valves that poke out through 
the top plate.

The result is a remarkably 
even-handed performer, that 
offers a considerable step 

convincing digital sources of 
the show.

O QUAD ESL57 SYSTEM 
Next door, a pair of original 
Quad electrostatics was being 
demoed. Unusually, this pair 
had never been rebuilt or 
restored. Aided at the frequency 
extremes by supertweeters and 
an external sub, the Quads 
showed why they are still so 
highly regarded.

The sound was fabulously free 
of any sense of crossover or 
individual driver and the 
partnering electronics from 
Jadis, EAR, Musical Fidelity, 
Audiosector and Linn, made for 
an utterly beguiling listen that 
worked extremely well in the 
sizable room it was exhibited in. 
It attracted a huge amount of 
positive comment from visitors.

O 1980s AMERICANA
One of the more remarkable 
systems in a whole building of 
unusual electronics was the 
1980s masterclass of Apogee 

Caliper ribbon speakers, 
powered by an Audio Research 
SP8 preamp and Krell KSA50 
power amp, generally 
considered to be one of the very 
few amplifier designs up to the 
job of powering the Apogees.

Using an Arcam Alpha 5+ CD 
as a source, the result was 
massively entertaining: the 
Apogees were able to produce 
a vast soundstage with 
phenomenal detail-retrieval and 
a real sense of pace and timing. 
The blue lighting is apparently 
also used at home.

O FATHER/SON ^TEAM 
Father and son forum goers 
'Freefallrob' and 'RadicalDNA' 
used this show, as they have 
previous ones, to demonstrate a 
system comprising pieces from 
both their home set-ups.

This was combined to good 
effect and the results of the 
modified Technics and Numark 
decks, a choice of phono stage, 
NAO amplifier, and Bowers and 
Wilkins 705 was a strong, clear 

and punchy performance that 
was greater than the sum of 
its parts and worked well in the 
room - never a given at any 
hi-fi show.

0 THE EQ'D room
Some systems found a different 
way of dealing with unusual 
room effects. This system, 
which alternated through the 
day between Meridian and 
Genelec active speakers, 
measured the success of a 
sophisticated room-correction 
device in a challenging 
environment, such as a room in 
the hotel eaves. ,

The sound was clean and 
focussed and capable of going 
very loud indeed, without any 
real signs of compression.

Using a Squeezebox Touch as 
a source, the system was also 
being used to show the 
differences between standard 
44.lkHz and high-resolution 
files - differences that were 
often suprisingly small when 
listened blind! ►
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Explore your musicThe new streaming platform from Cyrus provides the perfect solution for all music lovers. These new streamma music players provide you with immediate access to your entire network music library. Plus you can listen to literally thousands of different internet radio stations from across the world; all in true hi-fi quality.With the n-remote you can quickly find specific albums, artists or tracks and it makes browsing your network music r brary a real pleasure. With its sleek body, full colour screen and twoway control, the n-remote is just one of the features that make the new Cyrus streaming music players very special.

Cyrus' Digital Music TourThe Cyrus Digital Music Tour is an exciting series of events that will run across 15 locations in the UK. Come and join us to experience our latest digital streaming solutions and to explore how you can get the best from your digital music collection. Discover the possibilities of streamed audio with our experts who will be on hand to provide specialist advice on this impressive new product range, together with the opportunity to listen to our latest and ultimate systems.
Tuesday 3'd MayAudiovation4 Cross Church St., Huddersfield, Yorkshire Sevenoaks Bristol92B White Ladies Rd., Bristol, Avon
Wednesday 4th MayNottingham Hi-Fi116-122 Alfreton Rd., Nottingham,NottinghamshireMoorgate Acoustics184 Fitzwilliam St, Sheffield, Yorkshire
Thursday 5th MayFrank Harvey Hi-Fi163 Spon St., Coventry, West Midlands Leicester Hi-Fi6 Silver Walk, St Martins Square, Leicestershire
Monday 9th MayGlasgow Audio135 Great Western Rd., Glasgow,Strathclyde

Tuesday lO'h MayHolburn Hi-Fi441-5 Holburn St., Aberdeen, Grampian Sevenoaks Yeovil14 Silver St., Yeovil, Somerset
Wednesday 11th MayJames-Morrow1 Home St., Edinburgh, Lothian Sevenoaks Southampton33 London Rd., Southampton, Hampshire
Thursday 12th MayLintone Audio7-11 Park Lane, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear Chew + Osborne26 King Street, Saffron Waldon, Essex
Thursday 19'h MaySevenoaks Holborn144 Grays Inn Rd., Holborn, LondonBartlett's Hi-Fi175-177 Holloway Rd., London

Did You Know
The n-remote is packed 
full of features including backlit 
keys, motion sensing backlight 
and infra-red learning capability 
to name but a few.

For full details and to reserve your exclusive free ticket, visit www.cyrusaudio.com
WHAT HI FI? 
SOUND AND VISION

CD PLAYERS PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
STERCO AMPIIFSRS
CYRUS 6 XP

Designed manufactured and supported in England by Cyrus. Cyrus sales 01480 435577

http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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O SINGLE-ENDED BUSS
I n rather better-behaved rooms, 
such room correction was 
unnecessary. This system, 
comprised of a hefty New Audio 
Frontiers valve amp, 845 triodes 
and an Audio Note M7 preamp, 
into Living Voice speakers. The 
source equipment included a 
CEC CD player (HFC 333), 
working with a very interesting 
new DAC design from M2 Tech, 
and a Voyd turntable.

The combination needed no 
digital help to produce a truly 
remarkable sound that had a 
world-class presence and 
immediacy, coupled with a slam 
and drive (with complex pieces 
of music) that belied the 
relatively low-power output.

G GOOD KHARMA
Also making good use of valves 
- in this case a Unico DM pre/ 
power combination, was this 
system featuring a pair of 
Kharma Ceramiques 2.3. These 
speakers use a ceramic mid
range driver in a massively 

tonearm and Air Tight cartridge 
produced a truly remarkable 
performance with vocals and an 
assured, effortless presentation 
that shone through despite a 
heavy diet of eighties new 
romantic recordings throughout 
the day.

O ART OF SOUND
Hi-fi forum The Art of Sound, 
presented a collaborative 
system fronted by a pair of 
vintage Celestion Ditton 66s. 
These were not the most 
beautiful speakers in 
attendance, but produced 
an impressively full-bodied 
and likeable sound that 
detailed without tipping over 
into ruthlessness.

They were driven by a custom 
valve power amplifier and 
sources that included a truly 
beautiful Nagra reel-to-reel 
cassette recorder and Jason 
Kennedy's old favourite, the

damped and braced enclosure. 
In conjunction with an Avid
Acutus turntable, the SME V

Eikos CD player, complete with 
correctly inflated feet.

© A NICE CABERNET
The show also saw components 
that often don't make it to more 
mainstream events. These 
Vaughn Cabernet loudspeakers 
were partnered with a Doge CD 
player and Coincident line stage 
and valve monoblock power 
amps. The line stage uses a 
101D valve, which is a type that 
we have not seen before.

The result was another 
stunningly cohesive (and 
stunningly attractive) system 
that was working well in the 
room, despite the almost cube^ 
like dimensions.

© THE VALUE AWARD
In one of the smaller upstairs 
rooms, one of the more 
remarkably cost-effective 
systems could be found: the 
retro partnership of an Audio

Innovations S500 valve amp 
with Voyd turntable and Helius 
arm into a pair of original 
Snell E loudspeakers.

The resu Its were extremely 
listenable, but the truly amazing 
aspect of the system is that the 
owner had assembled it recently 
for the remarkably low price of 
£450 (with the amp and 
turntable at £75 each!). This 
definitely has to be considered 
an astonishing bargain in light 
of the performance.

G TALENTED TRIANGLES 
While the small rooms often 
proved a challenge for some 
large speakers, not all big 
speakers were struggling. 
These Triangle Stratos Naia 
floorstanders managed to retain 
an impressive sense of scale 
and weight without overdriving 
the room around them. Their 
partnership with a Unison 
Research CD player, CSP
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preamp and a truly remarkable 
Beard P35^2 power amp was an 
exceptional one and showed the 
benefit of real system synergy 
to great effect.

The only downside of all of 
those valves in one place, was 
that the busy room became very 
hot indeed!

0 SONUS FABULOUS
The hottest room of the lot, 
however, was one filled with 
a mighty combination of 
equipment. The speakers 
were Sonus faber Amati homage 
floorstanders, that looked 
as amazing as they sounded. 
They were powered 
by a Mcintosh MC275 - a 
legend in audio circles that 
has been in production for 
over forty years, with an 
equally large Musical Fidelity 
Tri Vista acting as source. 
This combination was full 
bodied and genuinely involving 
to listen to.

Q GOOD THINGS IN 
SMALL PACKAGES
Using smaller speakers allowed 
exhibitors to bring more 
equipment with them and, if 
they were feeling really creative, 
they could even make use of the 
remains of the hotel furniture.

Helium speakers (making use of 
the first Lego speaker stands we 
have ever seen). It was a riot to 
listen to and again, worked well 
in the smaller room.

© ROCK-SOLID
The show also included a truly 
remarkable variety of vintage 
turntables. Forum user 'Non 
Smoking Man' had no less than 
three of them in one room, 
including a very rare Cranfield 
Rock. This was joined by a 
Townshend Elite Rock and idler 
drive Thorens TD124, making 
for some interesting comparisons 
between the designs.

The resulting vintage vinyl 
medley proved to be a fascinating 
demonstration that sounded 
very good indeed through a 
World Audio Designs power amp 
and Snell loudspeakers.

© GERMAN 
HEA^WEIGHT
An equally unusual sight at 
the show was this EMT 
turntable. Generally used in 
broadcast and radio stations, 
they were all built like

This medley of equipment 
featured another one of our 
favourites, the Aura Note all-in- 
one hi-fi system, with Tannoy 
Autograph Minis and Amphion

battleships and designed to 
live a hard life. Their audio 
performance is superb and this 
example, running into a pair of 
300B amplifiers and on into a 
giant pair of Electro Voice 
loudspeakers, produced a 
massive and unforced 
soundstage with seismic bass 
and airy, extended treble. No 
wonder that EMTs are so highly 
sought after in the used market.

e BUDGET BONANZA 
Scalford featured a number 
of systems that thoughtfully 
combined second-hand 
equipment and often gave 
fantastic results. This system, 
comprising a TEAC VRDS CD 
player, Sony ES amp and Kord 
Tornado standmounts, 
generated an impressively 
lively and punchy performance 
with surprisingly generous low- 
end extension.

The performance of these 
three units - all of which can be 
had for relatively little outlay - 
is proof that a good system 
need not be expensive and that 

a good hunt through the hi-fi 
classifieds can produce some 
remarkable bargains.

Scalford is not a replacement 
for more conventional hi-fi 
shows. Instead, it represents 
a fascinating alternative and 
one that should be celebrated 
by an industry that often spends 
a considerable amount of time 
feeling sorry for itself. The 
sheer variety of equipment on 
demonstration, including the 
amount of equipment that is out 
of production, and is otherwise 
almost impossible to hear 
anywhere else, gives it a unique 
place in the events calendar.

This year's record attendance 
was good news and Scalford 
Hall is a superb venue for such 
an event. The organisers have 
already voiced an intention to 
make next year's event better 
still, which is a positive sign 
that the enthusiast and fan
based hi-fi show is hopefully 

here to stay.
For more information contact 

thehifishow.com. •
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Introducing the new Olive 4HD. 
Choice without compromise.

The new ultra quiet 2TB Music server

Store up to 20.000 high-resolution HD 
tracks in 24 bit. With more than 250 
times the resolution of CD's, you'll hear 
the difference immediately.

Use the high-resolution touchscreen 
to select by genre, artist or album; 
Aip through album covers; do a quick 
search; or save internet radio stations as 
favorites.

To control your Olive 4 from anywhere 
in your home, get our iPhone remote 
aPP.

Find the music you want - fast.

GENRES • BLUES

ALBUM ARTWORK • CLASSICAL

ALBUM NAME JAZZ

ARTISTS 1

TRACKS '

PLAYLISTS '

10:25 PM O ZC .

ROCK/POP

Connect multi-room Olive 2 Hi-Fi Play
ers to a wired or wireless home network 
and you can access your music library 
and enjoy it in high fidelity in every 
room of your home.
Easily integrates with your current

Just insert a CD, tap import on the 
touchscreen and a few minutes later your 
music is appropriately tagged and neatly 
categorized in your music library. Your 
Olive 4 Hi-Fi Server holds up to 6,000 
CDs in original quality.

Olive Music Servers. from under £1000 at great Hi-Fi stores nationwide

Unlike listening to your music on a 
computer, iPod or MP3 music players, 
the Olive 4 Hi-Fi Server combines a 
high-resolution DAC, optimized circuit 
design, CD quality digital sound, ultra
quiet hard drives and passive cooling to 
eliminate fan noise to deliver the best 
possible hi-fi audio experience

Distributed in the UK by;

Henley Designs
01235 511166
www.henleydesigns.co .uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co
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OPINION
TECHNOLOGY

HD music a step closer
Real music, in high resolution, is teasingly close following an 
announcement at Universal. Kevin Gallucci, our US spy reports ...

e've gone back now at Universal, 
and we're changing our pipes to 
24-bit. Apple has been great and 
we're working with them and 

other digital services to change to 24-bit,"’ 
said the chairman of Universal Music Group's 
record label, Jimmy Lovine. It is exciting to 
hear a music executive of Lovine's calibre 
talking about high-resolution downloads: 
his track record of working with the likes 
of John Lennon, Bruce Springsteen, Tom 
Petty and Eminem, means that when Lovine 
talks about 24-bit downloads, we should 
all listen. If for no other reason than 
because it could mean we are getting closer 
to seeing mainstream music offered in 24-bit 
studio-quality.

Actually, to put the record straight, 24-bit 
music downloads are not new: they have 
been available for several years by various 
online outlets. In the UK, companies such as 
Linn Records, and Bowers & Wilkins' Society 
of Sound offer a wide selection of high
resolution audio offered in 24-bit FLAC.

In the US, the high-resolution download 
leaders are HDtracks and iTrax. Both of these 
sites offer 24-bit studio-quality masters, but 
what they all lack is new music from 
mainstream artists. After all, there are a lot 
of great bands out there that deserve to be 
heard in 24-bit sound quality!

HDtracks is by far the leader in the field. 
It offers a wide selection of music - 
everything from obscure musicians to 
mainstream artists like Tom Petty and The 
Rolling Stones. The problem with HDtracks 
is that it is only currently available in the US: 
"‘Due to licensing, publishing and royalty 
restrictions, and issues that still need to be 
worked out with all of our partner labels, we 
are, unfortunately, unable to offer our 
services to international customers at this 
time,’’ it said, “We are working hard to 
change this in the near future."’

Another obstacle is the internet. UK 
download speeds are hardly fast. A 24-bit 
album can be several gigabytes and this can 
take a while to download. People do not want 
to wait forever to hear their music, they want 
to download it quickly and start listening. 
Luckily this is changing and the infrastructure 
is improving all the time across the UK.

The secretary of state for culture, Jeremy 
Hunt, said in 2010 that “Our goal is simple: 
within this parliament we want Britain to 
have the best superfast broadband network in 
Europe.” The current government wants to 

achieve a minimum download speed of 2Mbps 
by the year 2015. This will go a long way to 
help reduce download times, but still isn’t 
“superfast"’ internet.

Music you actually want in HD
If 24-bit music downloads are going to thrive 
and become the standard, the high-resolution 
music download sites need to get more 
mainstream artists. The majority of sites offer 
very obscure artists that most people haven't 
heard of. It's a practice that needs radical 
change or they will never attract younger 
customers or expand their business.

The big record companies aren't helping 
either; they are dragging their feet with 24-bit 
recordings because they are currently set up 
for putting out 16-bit CD-quality (or lower) 
music and have yet to make the switch to 
24-bit. Download services cannot offer 
high-resolution music if it is not being put out 
by record companies. Hearing Jimmy Lovine 
talking about this is a big deal, because if his 
record label starts putting out 24-bit music to 
the general public through an outlet like Apple, 
this will completely change the music landscape.

Universal Music Group is a powerhouse with 
some of the world's biggest artists. This could 
finally open up the possibility of the general 
public hearing their favourite music in 24-bit. 
It could be similar to what happened when 
high-definition tele-vision launched; people 
saw an improvement in picture quality and 
loved it.

I believe a similar thing will happen if 
we start seeing download sites offering 
mainstream music in high-resolution. It 
could be a new age of high-definition 
audio. This might sound like a catchy 
marketing phrase, but the majority of 
music-lovers don't realise that 24-bit 
sound quality exists (or even what it means - 
Ed). My hope is that the more people are 
exposed to high-resolution sound; the more 
willing they will be to invest in a high-quality 
stereo. God knows the hi-fi world could 
use a fresh injection of new blood. Apple 
offering 24-bit downloads from major record 
labels will be the catalyst to high-resolution 
audio taking over the market.

Since its creation, digital music has been 
scrutinised and criticised for taking the 
life out of recordings. Once 24-bit audio 
is the industry standard, we will see a new 
age of digital music and this time around, 
the recordings will sound more like the 
artist intended.

Apple offering 
24-bit downloads 
from major 
record labels will 
be the catalyst to 
high-resolution 
taking over 
the market

Our US correspondent, Kevin (former Hll 
Tech Labs manager) is based statesideand 
is first on the scene when tech news breaks

Will 'real’ music in high resolution transform 
the hif community? Are you excited yet?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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Tel: +44 (0)1480 270550 
Email: sales@audyus.co.uk

Style & Performance
With over twenty years of experience and a multitude of patented technologies
Vienna Acoustic speakers are renowned for acoustic brilliance and superb build quality.
The Bach Grand* are the result of painstaking technical research and passionate attention to detail.

This beautiful floor standing cabinet features a powerful 7 inch mid-bass driver with 'Twin Balanced 
Reflex' that combines a conventional rear port with a ground breaking airflow control port on the 
front cabinet, to deliver class-leading bass output and control. This complex front port system also 
combines a refined 1 inch triple stacked neodymium magnet silk dome tweeter, resulting in a sonic 
presentation of power and verve that belies the speakers' compact proportions.

To appreciate the sound, innovation and quality of these speakers, call us now on 
01480 270550 or visit www.va-speakers.co.uk to locate your nearest stockist. www.va-speakers.co.uk
•Bach Grand priced from £1750 per pair depending on finish.

mailto:sales@audyus.co.uk
http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
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Your new dream Pad
As Apple releases the new iPad 2, Ed Selley explains just what 
it can do for your hi-fi system

nless you have been holidaying in a particularly remote patch of jungle, you will be aware that less than a ' year after launching the original iPad, Apple has (by the time you read this) launched a follow up. The new iPad 2 has all manner of additional bells and whistles, but the premise remains the same: more features than a smartphone but not quite a laptop, the iPad is intended to combine the best features of the two and judging from the sales of the original iPad and the increasingly large choice of competition, many people find it is just what they need. For audio use, however, does the iPad successfully replace either the MP3 player or laptop or does it find an additional role? The answer is both.Like the preceding iPad and other members of the iPod and iPhone family, the iPad 2 is fitted with the standard 30-pin 'dock' connection. This allows the iPad to be docked as an audio source 
in any piece of equipment so equipped - in theory, at least. As most iPod ancillaries have their dock connection in a neat iPod-sized indent around their dock connector, the iPad won't fit. Happily, some docks coming onto the market, such as Cambridge Audio's iDlOO iPod transport, have corrected this and feature a connection designed to be as amenable to the iPad as it is the iPod. As Cambridge Audio's Simon Hewitt notes, "Given the ability to draw digital audio from the iPad, it has the potential to sound very good as a docked source." As every function of the iPod Touch is replicated on the iPad, substituting one for the other will be problem free.
A Pad in the handDocking the iPad means that you lose out on the star attraction: the superb 'want one' tactility of the thing, that has even ardent sceptics contemplating a purchase after a while. The larger screen of the iPad 2 significantly improves the browsing experience and AirPlay, as discussed in our Opinion column in HFC 344, keeps the iPad 2 in your hands while you listen to the content. Products like the Marantz NA7004 network audio player (HFC 344) are so equipped - stroll into a room with an iPad2 and the NA7004 shows up as a point that the content 
will stream to at the touch of a button (or at least a button-shaped section of the touchscreen). AirPlay isn't capable of handling the latest and greatest high-resolution files, but as Hewitt notes, "it's still possible to attain pretty good audio performance using AirPlay,"Convenience plays a significant role in how often we use equipment. For every occasion that you might lament not being able to stream a 

hi-res file via AirPlay, there are likely to be several more where you simply want to connect instantly and listen.Those who are interested in high-resolution files may not want to use AirPlay, but may still be interested in the iPad 2. This is because, while it might not be ready as the source of such files, it is definitely ready for a new role in audio as the mother of all remote controls.Most streamers that we have tested recently have an 'iPhone control' application. Any opportunity to use one of these applications ported for the iPad is a revelatory experience.Now, as many stereo products feature ever more sophisticated interfaces, the iPad is the obvious solution to controlling them. The ability to effortlessly sift your way through your music collection, while simultaneously reading a book (or indeed the latest copy of Hi-Fi Choice, now available on the iPad) or discovering more about the music you're listening to using the internet, is an enticing one.The tablet may not be a perfect fit to replace the more conventionally sized iPod as a docked music source (and AirPlay is convenient rather than cutting-edge), but the potential the iPad 2 and its competition has as a control mechanism is, perhaps, the area where we will see the most benefit as users of two-channel audio.
iPad 2: more than just a pretty (inter) face

Given the ability 
to draw digital 
audio from the 
iPad, it has the 
potential to 
sound very 
good as a 
docked source

WHAT DO YOU TH N^
I s there room for a tablet in your system? Do 
you already use one? Let us know.
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com

Ed worked in retail before joining some 
of the biggest names in the hi-Ii industry 
creating and supporting audio products
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I s cole k
The power to deliver ‘clean’ power

INE

2008 Hi-Fi Choice
Best Buy
IsoTek Sirius

Syncro is IsoTek’s latest 
product and the company’s 
most advanced mains cable -
but it’s also so much more.

Syncro incorporates innovative electronics, 
housed in an anti-resonant aluminium case, 
designed to synchronise the mains supply in 
order to promote a perfectly symmetrical sine 
wave, delivering significant sonic improvements.

Stops transformer buzz, a common problem 
referred to as DC on the mains.
Can be used on all high quality Hi-Fi 
separates including mains filters. 
Improves sound quality.
High quality 24ct gold 
connectors.
Advanced power 
cord with active 
shielding. 
Award 
winning 
design 
team.

Syncro mfer provements... 
hetherto

"IsoTek is the leader 
in mains conditioning products 
Hi-Fi News

"IsoTek is the UK’s biggest name in 
mains filtration ”
Hi-Fi Choice

"IsoTek has built itself a reputation as a 
purveyor of mains conditioners that 
actually improve
(as opposed to just alter) the sound"
Hi-Fi World

To obtain your free IsoTek brochure please call:

01276 501 392
info@soundfowndations.co.uk
www.soundfowndations.co.ukwww.isoteksystems.com

2006 Hi-Fi News
Product of the Year 
IsoTek Sigmas

2007 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Sigmas

2007 Sound & Vision
Category WinnerHungary
IsoTek GII Mini Sub

WHITHITI?
|Best
= WINNER
12006■¡SI

2006 What Hi-Fi? 2006 T.A.S. 2006 Hi-Fi News
IsoTek Full System 
Enhancer CD

Editors Choice
Nordost Thor by IsoTek

Category Winner 
IsoTek Sigmas

WHCTWg?

2005 What Hi-Fi? 2005 Hi-Fi Choice 2005 What Hi-Fi?
IsoTek Gemini-6-Way Editors Choice

Nordost Thor by IsoTek
IsoTek Titan

2003 Hi-Fi News 2004 What Hi-Fi? 2004 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner 
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mkl]

IsoTek GII Vision Category Winner
IsoTek GII Mini Sub

WHEAT M-WT 
fTTTTl

2002 Hi-Fi News 2003 What Hi-Fi? 2003 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner 
IsoTek SubStation

IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk1 ] Editors Choice
IsoTek Mini Sub (Mk1 ]

C HIGHLY

2005 Hi-Fi News
Category Winner 
IsoTek Titan

2004 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner
IsoTek GII Vision

2003 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner 
IsoTek Mini Sub [Mk1]

2008 Hi-Fi Choice
Silver Category Award 
IsoTek Sirius

2006 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner
IsoTek Sigmas

2005 What Hi-Fi?
Product of the Year 
Hong Kong
IsoTek Titan

2004 Hi-Fi Plus
Category Winner
Nordost Thor by IsoTek

2003 Hi-Fi Choice
Category Winner 
IsoTek Mini Sub (Mk1 ]
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OPINION
AUDIO ICONS

Beauty and the Beogram
It's said that the 1970s was the decade style forgot; the creators of the beautiful 
Beogram 4000would beg to differ, argues/immyHughesf you were to ask the proverbial man in the street the age-old proverbial question; "Who makes the best hi-fi?" chances are his reply would be - "B&O, guv'nor”. To the Average Joe, Bang and Olufsen is the Dog's whatsits; the 'best a man could get'.Naturally, audiophiles remained unconvinced; anything looking that pretty and stylish simply couldn't deliver the goods, sonically. Yet when B&O launched its Beogram 4000 turntable in 1972, even the most hair-shirt enthusiast was forced to take notice; those stylish Danes had clearly come up with something a bit special.For the Beogram 4000 was the world's first rnmtable to feature an integrated linear-tracking tonearm. And, unlike the somewhat flimsy rnmtables B&O had offered previously, its new baby was solid and well-engineered, with a nice heavy platter and massive centre bearing.Unusually for the time, an electronically governed servo motor was employed, which allowed fine-speed adjustment and drove the platter via a belt. But it was the linear-tracking tonearm that distinguished this turntable from its competitors. Quite simply, B&O had produced a world-first.Tracing distortion (caused by the geometrical errors of conventional pivoted arms) was something of a hot topic at that time, especially as elliptical styli were becoming more and more common. Being a tangential tracker, the Beogram's unique tonearm eliminated tracing error.Now, whether or not the cure was worse than the disease (and it was!) is not the issue here. The Beogram 4000 was ground-breaking. Add to this its beautiful styling and you had a product that literally had no rival. It was ultra-chic; elegance and stylishness personified, exuding a cool timeless beauty.
It's got ClassOwning a B&O sent out a clear message. It told everyone you had taste and money; an eye for the best. In a word: Class. B&O represented opulence and luxury and, as a result, the brand became hugely aspirational. Indeed, one West London B&O dealer actually ran a fleet of Rolls-Royce cars - using them to install the equipment! As actor Leslie Phillips might've purred - "Ding-Dong!"For its time, the Beogram 4000 was remarkably clever. The radial lines on the platter informed a sensor on the arm as to whether or not there was a record in place. If no record was on the platter, the arm would sweep over the surface, and return to Rest. If you had a 7-inch single,

the turntable would automatically switch-speed to 45rpm.Okay, today we might scoff at such 'sophistication', but no turntable had ever been able to do that before, as countless damaged stylus assemblies could testify. And speaking of styli, the Beogram 4000 came fitted with B&O's highly regarded SPlS cartridge, which could also be used (via an adaptor) in conventional tonearms.However, with the Beogram 4000, the cartridge press-fitted into the arm, eliminating ugly fixing bolts. This enabled legendary B&O designer Jacob Jensen to create an incredibly sleek, slender arm that made everythinthing else look horribly fat and clunky by comparison. It was the world's first ultra-low-mass arm/cartridge assembly.Like many rnturntables of that period, the Beogram 4000 sounded airy and spacious, with a light, somewhat ethereal tonality. This was largely down to the tonearm, which (inevitably) did not have a rigid bearing system. Indeed, the arm was actually designed to 'move' laterally and a servo motor would then shift the rear part to line things up again.In other words, the Beogram 4000's arm went through a sort of sidewinding operation, with the back part playing catch-up to the stylus. Movement was sensed by a light that was blocked when the arm was straight. As the arm moved off-centre, the light would shine onto a sensor.The more off-centre the arm became, the brighter the light shining on the sensor — and the more the motor turned to correct the error It sounds crude, but it really worked. Don't laugh; only a few years prior to this, men had landed on the moon using similar technology. •

One West 
London dealer 
ran a fleet of 
Rolls-Royce cars 
to install the B&O 
equipment!

A hi-fi enthusiast for four decades. Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Did you own a Beogram 4000? Maybe it 
was delivered by a Rolls! Get in touch.
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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S3/5R2 NEW
The 5pendor 53/5 (1997-2007) 
adieved worldwide recognition amongst 
audiophiles and critical reviewers as the 
natu-nl successor to the BBC LS3/Sa 
mini-monitor loudspeaker.

The Spendor 53/SR (2007-2010) adieved 
whnt ■ :••• thought in;;R •-■'¡hk - Hi (V iiv'- < 
of transparency and imrnging coherency 
more articulate bass deliver}’, and the 

tn ■ fatigue-free listejung experience 
which so clearly distinguished the original 
53/5 from other small loudspeakers.

Now the 5pendor 53/SR2 rakes a big step 
forward with significant improvements 
in low frequency articifation, dynamics, 
power handling, traisparency aud 
smmd integration.

V S3/5R2

Spendor 2011

A3 NEW
Otu new nltrn-compact floor standing 
loudspeaker. The ; A3 delivers 
clear natural sound with real low frequency 
power and scale.

SPENDCR

L etters
. Get in touch! email us at hifichoice@futurenet.com

(V or write to: Hi-R Choice Letters, Future Publishing Ltd, 
*¿¿¿1 2 Bakombe Street, London NW! 6NW

Nothing to show
I have just returned from this 
year's Bristol show - a round trip 
of over 120 miles-and frankly 
I am not sure I'll be bothering 
again. This year's show brought 
almost nothing new to my 
attention and the funds I had 
saved, in case I saw something 
worth buying, remained unspent.

I realise that times are tough 
forthe industry at the moment, 
but the spectacular lack of flair 
or imagination I saw at Bristol 
this year didn't fill me with 
any confidence that it is due a 
recovery any time soon. Where 
were the storming offers to 
encourage people to part with 
their cash? Why, with only a 
precious few exceptions, did 
manufacturers elect to bring 
along pricey set ups that 
virtually nobody is going to 
buy on impulse?

The impression I had this year 
was of an industry waiting for the 
same old formula to work again, 
while bringing nothing new 
that might win over some new 
converts or convince us to buy 
some new gear. The day 
was a bust for me and not 
worth the journey.
DDavid Polmer, via email

HFC We don't agree with 
everything you say in your 
letter, but we can see the 
argument. While we thought 
Bristol did have some 
interesting new products - 
many of which we will be doing 
our best to cover in upcoming 
issues - we do appreciate 
that there was not a huge 
amount of product at the 
entry-level price point.

We also agree that really 
storming show bargains 
were thin on the ground 
(Sunday often has some 
great buys, especially 
towards the end of the day). 
That said, many exhibitors 
operate on the, "don'task, 
don'tget"principle, so if 
you are interested in seeing 
if a company will part with 
something for a reduction in 
price, you might need to ask 
them about it.

We would certainly be 
interested to hear what you 
(or anybody else) has in mind 
to improve the hi-fi show 
experience for the future.

Steep streaming
Looking through the recent 
influx of streaming products to 
hit the market, I am confused 
at the pricing and positioning 
of many of them. lfwe assume 
that people who are likely to be 
well-versed in the mechanics 
of streaming audio are younger 
people who usually have a lower 
income, why is the only choice of 
separate streamer under £400, 
a Squeezebox?

As Nairn and Linn do not serve 
the entry-level market, I did not 
expect their offerings to be anything 
other than the price they are 
(although, the Unit Qute is pretty 
good value considering the facilities 
it has), but why is the Marantz 
NA7004 over £700 and the new 
Yamaha NPS-2000 overf1,000?

While I have no issue with them 
building units at this price point, 
where are the attempts to win 
some new customers over with 
an equivalent to entry-level CD 
players? The streamer market 

The Marantz NA7004 does more than you 
think for £720

seems to be back-to-front at the 
moment. I don't think that the 
market for products placed firmly 
at the aspirational end of pricing 
will develop correctly if there is 
nothing for people to buy before 
that point.
Luke Jenkins, via email

HFC This is an interesting point 
and we are not sure what the 
answer is. There is an argument 
that like CO DVD and Blu-ray 
before it, the initial players will 
be sold in relatively low volumes 
and as a result, manufacturers 
will 'play it safe' and build 
relatively high-end units that 
can be sold in low quantities. 
Equally, as you say, without the 
more entry-level products to 
work up from, the current crop of 
streamers will be 'orphans' 
in the range.

Part of the reason for the lack 
of entry-level streaming products 
is the cost of the software and 
the interface. Something asslick 
as the Squeezebox Touch will 
not come cheap in development 
terms, so a manufacturer needs 
to be very sure that the product 
that requires that amount of 
development will recoup the
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WHAT HI FI?
SOUND AND VISION

innveSmmet-or, at least:, allow 
that software to busedasross 
s few different products.

FustOermore, the vslsa 
catculatiossattoshed to 
products like the Marantz str not 
so straightforward as they might 
serm at first tTe Mreattz offers 
stseaming asa replaramentfor 
CD, buCahoohasa built-in tuner, 
iPodaunctionality ssU can act 
so sDAC. Wedon’tthtnkthtsisa 
bad aeatucesetfor£700!

We are sure that there will 
belons apponotvsatandatono 
products oserthe aoureooSthe 
ypnr, buiTh The meantime the 
cra arrisals on Thr mateei offet 
ftatoreathatjlntiffy iaait ptioa 
tag an aurvinw.

The bare necessities
I n response to Paul fowler's 
LSiss ufThs Month (HFC344), 
I am minded to quote Oscar 
Wilde and say, "Give me the 
luxuries and I can dispense with 
the necessities."

I know beyond reasonable 
doubt that my Audio Research 
pre and power combination is 
one of the least efficient devices 
in my house, but I am witting to 
make sacrifices in any number 
of other areas before I part with 
it. I would also point out that if 
he is a valve user, he is almost 
certainly turning his amps off 
when not using them (in contrast 
to the wasteful solid-state tradition 
ofleavingthem on all the time) 
and owns a product that is likely 
to be easy to repair and maintain.

This in turn means that the 
environmental cost of the 
equipment when measured 'dust- 
to-dust' (i.e. from the point it is 
assembled to the point it is 
scrapped) is often much lower 
than items that are supposedly 
much greenerthan a valve amp.

I would urge Mr Towler to 
keep his hi-Fi intact, review his 
insulation and boiler and both 
the energy ratings of his domestic 
appliances and how he goes 
about using them!

l f we do start seeing energy 
ratings on hi-Fi, they will not 
be retroactively applied to 
his existing equipment and 
the costs of scrapping it and 
buying something else are far 
greaterthan making some 
small alterations to his life and 
keeping equipment that makes 
our quality of life better, day in, 
day out. Don't do anything rash 
you might later regret!
Stephen Heron, via email

HFC Thin ins o’ntsresting 
segumed and you make some 
ssllOpoints. We do Th¡nkthata 
balancupagpronrh is alwayo 
hsich Vo b bnt. We agree That 
thi ere is no aense an replactng 
s smeth¡ngThatine‘t worn 
osO (noiiOThe¡dua tsn’tfuran 
imorovsmentin sound auatity 
ccOocy!), bbleauallywafuel 
thi ere is co harmtak¡no powar 
osceamotisc into account when 
e Sapoong fornew aquipment.

Up against the wall
I have a couple of observations 
to make on the reporting of 
speakers which is illustrated in 
the March edition (HFC343). Paul
Messenger, in his introduction 
to the luxury standmounts Blind- 
li'ptsn’ngGous Test, observes 
that the majority of us occupy 
properties that are of modest 
proportions and suggests the 
purchasing of high-quality 
standmounts is potentially more 
acceptable than floorstanders.

I realise that his comments 
may have been written largely 
with bass response in mind,

SPt AKERS A ^^TOFERs
BEST STEREO SPEAKERS ESOOO*

SPE.H^A9

but there is another issue of 
interestto buyers too. In practice, 
the physical depth of decent 
standmounts is often identical, 
if not greater than that of similarly 
priced floorstanders. Therefore 
there is little difference in their 
overall footprint. Consequently, 
it is a speaker's ability to 
accommodate wall-reinforcement 
that is often an important factor in 
choosing speakers.

Which brings me to my main 
beef, setting aside the relatively 
brief comment in the Talking 
Pointsection, nowhere in the 
group test is preferred positioning 
of each model mentioned. The 
majority of the group possess rear 
ports that usually require a bit of 
space to achieve the best bass 
response, but it would be great to 
have this specifically reported.

Compare this with the review 
on p7 4 of the Audiovector 
Kl 3 Signature, where close
wall positioning was actually 
preferred. I realise this model 
uses quarter-wave bass-loading, 
but would this speaker be 
equally, if not more suitable, 
to a similar room size than the 
standmounts or not?

It is not clear from the reviews, 
but would be of interest to 
readers in narrowing down 
selection. I would be interested to 
receive your views on this matter.

Incidentally, my current system 
includes Dynaudio Contour 
1.3 Mk II speakers. Supplied 
bungs are used in the rear ports 
to allow close-wall positioning 
forthe majority of the time. For 
serious listening sessions, i.e. 
when my wife is out, the bungs 
are removed and the speakers 
brought out into the room.
Rob Miller, via email

WHAT HI Fl? 
SOUND AND VISION

STEREO SPEAKERS

BEST STEREO SPEAKERS £1000+
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HFC Paul Messenger replies: Mr 
Miller raises a number of worthwhile 
points. The question of optimum room 
placement is certainly a very complex 
one for the reviewer, partly because the 
end-user's specific room characteristics 
are necessarily an unknown factor, 
but also because the overwhelming 
majority of speakers today feature 
reflex port loading. Under my particular 
conditions, close-to-wall placement 
provides a boost of around 6d8 across 
the 50-1 OOHz octave, compared to 
positioning a pair of speakers well 
clear of walls. Furthermore, the most 
prominent and troublesome mode in 
my listening room is at 50-55Hz. Such 
problems are most likely to arise when 
the port tuning frequency and room
mode are close together, under which 
circumstances close-to-wall siting is 
usually better avoided, or port-blocking 
bungs brought into play. With at least 
three variables involved, matters are 
inevitably complicated.

/ shall in future try to be more specific 
in recommending the most likely best 
placement, but must emphasise that 
different rooms may well have different 
characteristics. I particularly like Mr 
Miller's suggestion that a standmount 
can be used close-to-wall with bungs, 
then moved out and the ports opened 
for serious listening.

Hi-fi kitty
I've just seen your picture of the cat 
amongst the hi-fi in the HFC343 and 
thought you'd like the attached picture. 
Jasper has sadly passed away (through 
purely natural causes) and having 
him make the letters page would be a 
fitting memorial.
Phil Cowling, via email

Hi-fi kitties
With apologies to the perfectly 
adequate NAD613 cassette deck, for 
cutting it off at the bottom of the photo, 
here are our three cats taking advantage

of the nice warm amp on the top of 
my Meridian 551 integrated amp, 
506 CD player, 504 FM tuner and 
NAD613. lf they all tried to sit on the 
stack at the same time, there'd be fur 
flying so one at a time is all we ever 
see. There is Basil, the tabby; Sybil, the 
black one; and Tiiiy, the posh one (aka 
Quelazure Amontillado in full).

One wayof keepingthem off my 
Meridians and the accompanying Linn 
Sondek, is to whack up the Meridian 
A500s to a decent listening volume, 
then they all push off to the garden or 
duvet depending on the season.
Mike Locke, via email

HFC The link between cats and hi-fi 
is pretty clear now. As yet, however, 
nothing from the other species. Is it 
only cats that are drawn to a toasty 
amp? Keep sending in those pies!

LETTER OF THE MONTH
The right stuff

Gyromania lives

HOW REFRESHING to see the 
Michell Gyrodec take the honours 
in the turntable Blind-listening 
Group Test (HFC 345). I remember 
seeing an original Gyrodec in a 
dealer in 1982 and being smitten 
with it, but being fresh into the 
world of work I had no means of 
affording one. The fact that thirty 
years later it's still winning group 
tests is a testament to the worth 
of the original design and Michell s 
continuous policy of refinement 
and improvement.

Like the Porsche 911, this is 
a great example of building 
something fundamentally 'right' 
and by evolving the design, 
ensuring that it stays so. This 
is something I prefer, as the 
business of a new design every 
two to three years leaves no 
scope for evolution. Perhaps, 
other manufacturers should 
take note?.
John Crompton, via email

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX 
MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter of the Month winners 
will receive an impressive 
Russ Andrews PowerMax 
mains lead worth £45, 
so drop us a Une now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com
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COMPETITION

I - iA MARANTZ NA7004 NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER
TO WIN this fantastic prize just answer the following question:

What new Apple connectivity 
does the NA7004 have?
A:Airport Express 
B:AirPlay 
C: Air Supply

Please text your answer: Marantz A, B, or 
C to 87474 or visit futurecomps.co.uk/marantz 

and follow the instructions, leaving your selected 
answer and details where prompted

Marantz didn't do anything by half when designing the 
NA7004: this is a media streamer with DAB, FM and AM 
radio, digital inputs and iPod connectivity, the latter both 
over USB and via the new AirPlay system, which is entirely 
wireless. All this tech is contained in a handsome, full
width chassis.

The comprehensive functionality doesn't make the 
NA7004 hard to use, either; we described it as, "delightfully 

easy to operate". And the Marantz doesn't disappoint 
sonically, showing itself to be a strong performer across the 
different inputs with a variety of media types.

We were so impressed with the performance and facilities 
of the NA7004, in fact, that we saidthat it, "virtually demands 
our recommendation." Thanks to our friends at Marantz, 
one lucky reader will be introduced to streamed audio and 
discover just how good the NA7004 is for themselves.

TZTERMSANDCONDImONS  To entertheMarantzcompetition, you can either(a) text your answer to 87474 at anytime between 28.04.11 and 25.05.11, or(b) enter on line at www.future<omps.eo.uk/marantzwithyour entry being received between 28.04.11 and 25.05.11. By sending your 
entiy you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to receive details of future offers and promotions from future Publishing Limited and carefully selected third parties. !f you do not want to receive information relating to future offers and promotions. please indude the 
word STOP at the end of your text message or at the end of your postal entry. Texts wilt be charged at £1.00 plus your standard network tariff rate.

By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at ^ww.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp. late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting(if relevant) shall not be 
deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual(not  via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise staled, are limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless 
otherwise stated. the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over. except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households.

By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the 
Competition entry is entirelyyour own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to proYide additional information. Details of winners wilt be available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any 
prize is conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize.
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Subscribe and receive Sennheiser earphones, worth £50!
Get a pair of superb Sennheiser 
MM 30i earphones worth £50 
when you subscribe for just 
£21.99 every six months by 
Direct Debit

GIFT
WORTH
£50!

MM 3O\

senncom.com

Ml!
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Investigation: the future of radio

future A
British g

• E333SSUZ3
"HD Sound kicked offlast summer ' f \ when Tim Davie [BBC Director of

I | Audio &Music) asked me toi V j come up with something excitingV \. v' and innovative around technologyfor rariin that herniilri announcefor radio, that he could announce

UK radio is changing. With technology 
driving new services and sound quality 
Adam Hartley asks what's in store

udiophiles have long decried the sound quality and limited bit-rates madeavailable by broadcasters on DAB radio stations, with no sign of the UK upgrading to the far superior quality DAB+ system at any point soon. Indeed, the government is still very keen to push for a digital switchover from FM to DAB (currently mooted to happen around 2015) with many happy FM listeners already voicing concerns about what, to them, seems like a step backwards for quality. The BBC was first to launch DAB radio back in 1995, and now some ten million digital radios have been sold over the last 15 years. Ironically, it is the UK's legacy with

the original tech which prevents British broadcasters makingthe move to DAB+, already in use across much of mainland Europe. But is DAB+ a red herring?More interestingly, there are glimmers of hope for those radio listeners that valuequality over affordability with the latest developments in internet radio, mobile apps, in-car listening and the BBC's own experiments with 
HO Sound on Radio 3 (received at a noticeably higherquality than DAB at 320kbps via the AAC codec) all pointing the way forward.We spoke with a number of digital radio manufacturers and industry experts to find out more about what the future of radio has in store for the committed hi-fi fan.

at last October's radio festival,’' 
says Rupert Brun, Head of 
TechnologyforBBCAudio&Music. 

"We have a lossless broadcast 
from the Royal Albert Hall for the 
Proms, so the sound arrives in 
very good quality when it reaches 
Broadcasting House. We then 
set up a temporary experimental 
stream to deliver that audio at 
320kbpsAAC - and we got a lot 
of very strong and encouraging 
feedback from the audience.

"One of the most important 
things that I learned from that 
experiment was that, while the 
bit-rate is nice and the audio 
quality going into it has to be 
good, what is really crucial is 
getting the levels absolutely 
right. With this sort of codec, 
even at these very high bit-rates, 
if you don't get the level going 
into the codec absolutely spot- 
on, then you don't get the best 
out of it."

As forthe commercial sector, 
Absolute Radio has also come out 
with its own HO offering online 
and there is a good chance we 
will see more of these types of 
offerings on commercial radio, 
when broadcasters gradually 
realise that the demand exists.
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Investigation: the future of radio

Listeners' disappointment 
The BBC has taken a considerable 
amount of flak over the poor audio 
quality of most DAB stations, which 
most radio technicians 
and manufacturers will happily 
tell you (off-record) has been a 
travesty for anybody who cares 
about the accurate reproduction 
of sound via their radio. Yet Auntie 
cannot be accused of lacking vision 
for the future of radio, as anybody 
who heard last year's Proms 
broadcast at 320kbps AAC on 
Radio 3 is likely to agree.

Arcam founder John Dawson, 
whose company was the first to 
make DAB receivers, sums up 
listeners' disappointment at the 
reduction in audio quality via 
DAB, when the data rates 
continued to be turned down to 
accommodate more channels. 
"It negated quite a lot of what we 
stand for,” says Dawson. "Even 
though I completely understand 
the broadcaster's commercial 
reasons for choosing quantity 
over quality. I remember listening 
to BBC Radio 2 and 3 at 192kbps 
on early samples of the first DAB 
tuners and the sound quality 
was fantastic.”

A brighter future
Still, the future looks rosy with 
internet bandwidth becoming 
cheaper, Radio 3 setting a good 
standard and the possibility 
for lots of internet radio stations 
j umping up to this quality, 
"which, if treated well throughout 
the chain can sound really good

and at least as good as current 
FM,” enthuses Nairn Audio's PR 
Steve Harris.

Critics of the proposed FM-to- 
digital switchover often point to 
the fact that radio listeners 
are quite different beasts to 
lVviewers, with many hi-fi 
manufacturers publicly speaking 
out against the Government's 
current plans for radio.

Arcam's John Dawson, for one, 
is adamant that, "they are not 
going to switch FM off at any time 
soon; it is just too early in the 
replacement cycle and I suspect it 
will be retained for local stations 
and various other things.”

For today's modern radio 
listener, the FM transistor in the 
greenhouse is jammed on Radio 
4, the Wi-Fi radio in the kitchen 
streams tunes from the server 
as well as picking up internet

"Arcam's John 
Dawson: "they're not 
going to switch FM 
off at any time soon."
stations, the trusty old Roberts 
FM radio in the bathroom works 
for the news in the mornings and 
the DAB radio on the desk is useful 
for BBC 7 and 6 Music.

Internet, mobile and on- 
demand radio is also becoming 
increasingly popular amongst 
audiophiles, with the latest UK 
Radioplayer portal (ukradioplayer. 
info) launching this spring, an

0 1 H 00.00 I 00.00

16:00 -17:00
From Truro Cathedral.

BBC Radio 3's HD Sound is a step forward

R . . ,,t-vfooibaU (101

Absolute R .-ilo
Sv I a^ WO . ’ ' lr’' ; : r '■
latest football Atsobte A"".b,r iHwj

S live Breaidast Sectarianism in 
football

BBC P adto 5 live 
SkveSport 07^^011

J. -F

BBC R adìo5weS!iveSport 07/03'2011
I.Ia^. Chpnwi. Watson, la-
MC Sa” ,a^ astues tr
; ' :t
EESEEHSB

BBC iPlayer: listen live or listen again

initiative that is part-funded by 
the BBC in partnership with the 
commercial sector.

As far as mobile radio goes, the 
latest mobile radio app for Apple 
iPhone and Android mobiles from 
we7, described as a personal 
radio app that works anywhere, 
develops the trend towards 
personalised radio listening via 
your smartphone.

we7 hopes to make internet 
radio an accessible and 
personalised experience, 
offering the user the choice to 
listen to dynamically created 
stations by inputting their 
favourite artists or genre of 
music. In addition to this, the 
company also offers an on-demand 
Spotify-style streaming service to 
mobile users for a £9.99-a-month 
subscription fee.
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As mobile data packages become 
cheaper and, crucially, more 
reliable (meaning no more 
annoying drop-offs), streaming 
specialists such as we? and 
Spotify clearly see mobile phones 
as the future-listening device for 
the typical radio user. Spotify 
recently announced that it has 
already hit one million paying 
subscribers, many of whom have 
been convinced to part with their 
subscription fees after using the 
company's iPhone app.

"Mobile signals are unreliable 
for radio streaming, but with the 
new we? app you can still 'use it if 
you lose it' - continuing to listen to 
your favourite music radio stations, 
regardless of connection," explains 
Steve Purdham, CEO of we?.

Experimenting with HD 
For manufacturers such as 
PURE, the main issue that now 
needs to be addressed is the fact 
that the BBC is only currently 
providing HD Sound in a 
Flash-wrapper and therefore, it 
can only be picked up on a PC. 
"The BBC needs to look at how 
this is delivered so that 
manufacturers can have access 
to HD Sound streams and deliver 
them directly to the listener from 
radio devices," says Colin 
Crawford, Marketing Manager of 
PURE. "One of the things that 
PURE did with The Lounge 
internet radio portal from the 
word go was to add an audio
quality filter, so if you want you 
can filter the 16,000 internet 
stations down to a much lower 
number of high-bit-rate streams."

While the BBC is notyet 
committing to provide a similar 
' audio quality' search function

•dl ATST '=" 1:24 PM 123

1, .^^nc aLC • MAlCTJ San ^Francisco. CA 

Setngs San Francisco. CA +

radiotime

Station Info Song Info

Wunderfull

Song History

Carrie Underwood CowbOy Casanova 
KTCK-AM Sportsradio 1310- The Ticket 
BFBS Radio • Northern Ireland
Primitive Radio Gods Standing Outside A 
Broken Phoneboolh

WunderRadio brings the airwaves to 

theiPhone
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Revival DAB

on the new UK Radioplayer, the 
corporation should be applauded 
for its experiments with HD Sound.

"Following last year's 
experiment, we decided that 
we would make it permanently 
available for Radio 3," explains the 
BBC's head of audio and 
music technology, Rupert Brun. 
“It is currently optimised for the 
iPlayer, so it is in a Flash-wrapper, 
which means it is difficult for 
anything other than a computer to 
handle it. We know that this is not 
ideal and we are experimenting 
with other streaming formats at 
the moment to find out what 
works best."

The Omits of IP radio
While listening to radio on a PC 
via a decent set of headphones 
is far from the ideal way to enjoy 
the medium, tuning in from your 
smartphone or tablet PC via 
streaming services such as 
we7 and Spotify or internet 
radio apps (such as the rather 
marvellous WunderRadio on 
iPhone) is unarguably becoming 
increasingly popular.

PURE's Colin Crawford is still to 
be convinced that the emergence 

PURE's latest: the £200 streaming Contour

of IP radio services software and 
apps is ever going to be a mass
market trend, noting; “As for the 
future of in-car radio, the next 
generation of mobile networks will 
still not be capable of handling 
the sort of traffic that is currently 
handled over broadcast for radio.

“IP software is a horrifically 
inefficient way of delivering a load 
of data. This is why it is our very 
strong view that you have to have 
broadcast digital radio to cover the 
mainstream and IP radio to deliver 
niche stations."

Arcam's John Dawson agrees 
with the argument that mobile 3G 
and 4G networks are not going to 
pose a threat to the growth of DAB 
in-car. “They will work alongside, 
with DAB as the backbone 
broadcast radio," says Dawson. 
"Additionally, no matter how 
many claims for bandwidth are 
made, there isn’t a chance in hell 
of the UK's twenty million-plus car 
users to simultaneously access 
radio via 4G. Broadcast is a very 
efficient system for basic radio 
stations and that is not going 
to change."

The problem remains that, no 
matter how much bandwidth is 

available to them, in Dawson's 
opinion, commercial broadcaster's 
will always opt for quantity of 
stations (therefore, more listeners 
and more ad revenue) over quality 
of sound. “There is always an 
imbalance between the listeners 
who appreciate higher quality 
audio and the broadcaster's 
imperative to get as many listeners 
as possible," he explains. •

UK RADIOPLAYER

The BBC's latest radio innovation 
is UK Radioplayer-dubbed, 
slightly confusingly, as the 
"iPlayerfor radio"-a new 
catch-up and on-demand service 
provided via the internet, which 
encompasses almost all of 
Britain's commercial and BBC 
stations, with around 200 stations 
available at launch.

So what does this new service 
offer that you cannot get from the 
many other internet radio apps 
already on the market?

Firstly, the service will offer 
a fully searchable network, 
with users being able to 
search for programmes via 
musical genre and offered the 
opportunity of creating a playlist 
of favourite stations.

"Choice is always increased on 
the internet and the huge range 
ofUK stations on Radioplayerwill 
be presented in a way in which it 
will be very easy to search across 
genre, station and the like," says 
Laurence Harrison, director of 
technology at Digital Radio UK 
(DRUK), the organisation charged 
with ensuring the growth of 
digital radio and, if and when 
a switch-over is announced, 
managingthat process.

Harrison is adamantthat UK 
Radioplayercould well bring about 
a "step-change in the ways in 
which people listen toradioover 
the internet."
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Howwetest
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business and here we explain why our definitive verdicts count

Hi-fi reviews
No other magazine offers a more reliable standard of hi-fi testing.
Technical Consultant Richard Black explains...

EXPERT TESTING

www.hifichoice.co.ukH-FiChoice JUNE 2011

Measurement
But even the most experienced listener, 
with a stack of familiar recordings heard 
in familiar surroundings, can't always 
know what is causing a particular

FOR OVER TltREE decades, Hi-Fi Choice 
has been trusted for its combination 
of subjective and technical review 
expertise. The crucial consideration 
for any audio component is how it 
sounds, but it is important to back this 
up with laboratory measurements for 
many reasons - everything from the 
wish to check basic performance to 
the possibility of uncovering peculiar 
behaviour under conditions, perhaps 
slightly different from those of the 
subjective tests.

Listening
Subjective testing doesn't necessarily 
require the world's sharpest ears. 
What's more important is the 
experience to analyse the sound 
arriving from the hi-fi and this is where 
our subjective reviewers come in: 
they have been listening critically to 
audio equipment for aeons and have 
learned to identify the characteristics 
that make kit informative, involving or 
j ust plain dull. 

characteristic in the sound. Brightness, 
for instance, may be a function of 
frequency response or distortion and 
this is where measurements come 
in. We analyse a range of parameters 
to see just where the correlation lies 
between sound and design. Our test 
equipment has been tried, tested and 
added to over the years and again our 
experience with it is unrivalled.

Straightforward presentation 
We call on that experience to boil down 
the measurements to simple bar charts, 
which show at a glance how well a 
component behaves relative to others 
in its category. It's this combination 
of subjective and technical expertise 
that makes our reviews the most useful 
in the field.

"crucial consideration 
for any audio 
component is how 
it sounds, but it is 
important to back this 
up with laboratory 
measurements ..."

STATE-OF-THE 
ART HI-FI TECH
HFCs test equipment is the 
most advanced kit available

□ OUR 
AWARDS

EDITOR'S 
CHOICE

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

AT HI-FI CHOICE, we have access 
to some of the most advanced test 
equipment currently available on the 
market, including the Audio Precision 
APx585, which you’ll find in the labs 
of many top hi-fi manufacturers. 
The 585 can be configured to test a 
variety of key hi-fi products, such as 
amplifiers, CD players/DACs and - 
with the help of a specially-calibrated 
microphone - loudspeakers.

In conjunction with some 
conventional lab equipment at 
our disposal, the 585 will also be 
used to test analogue playback 
equipment including phono stages 
and turntables. These objective 
measurements - which conform 
to recognised industry standards 
- are designed to complement 
subjective evaluations such as the 
listening panels organised by our 
internationally respected reviewers.The standard of our test facilities 
is unrivalled in the UK press. Quite 
simply, no other magazine offers this 
level of cutting-edge testing, making 
the verdicts in Hi-Fi Choice the only 
ones you can really trust.
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HOW WE TEST

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

TURN OVER NOW!
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BUND-LISTENING TESTS

SIGHTED LISTENING

TECH LABS

! TESTED THIS MONTH: VALVE AMPS

No other magazine offers an 
equivalent listening programme

G^^l: 
AMBROSIA

□ TEST 
MUSIC USED
BmEMIDLER: 
SLOW BOAT

FREQUENCY RESPONSE
Amplifiers should have a response that's flat 
within a small fraction of a dB. We test this by 
sweeping a signal across the band and noting 
the largest deviation.

MAXIMUM USABLE OUTPUT
The basic power measurement is continuous 
sine-wave power into eight ohms. We also 
take into account short term delivery into 
low-impedance loads as well.

^I. BUSHH: 
SONGS

THIS ISSUE'S 
BLIND PANEL
This months panel of experienced 
listeners from within the industry are:

— PhI.
disK^ inli—

Unriva I led group tests
Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer blind-listening 
group tests, fully backed up with objective data

THIS CRUCIAL test involves relatively 
rapid-fire comparisons of the test units 
for a panel of three listeners who are 
not aware of which product they are 
listening to. Levels are accurately 
matched and the test is conducted with 
the minimum of distractions, playing 
the same programme through each 
system while the listeners take notes of 
whatever pleases or bothers them.

IN ADDmON to the 'blind' test, the 
author also spends a longer period 
listening to each system with various 
items of partnering equipment and 
a wider range of music. Apart from 
the obvious fact that this is how 
most people listen most of the time, 
this also has the advantage that 
interesting aspects of the sound can 
be investigated and different musical

Mammut 
us^tei^—

*—• 
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THE POINT OF LAB TESTS is twofold: 
first, to establish basic operating criteria 
for the equipment under likely conditions 
of load, input level, etc. And second, to 
find out what lies behind the subjective 
observations noted. To this end, all the 
units in this group were checked for 
maximum output power and response 
flatness using basic analogue test 
equipment, plus an oscilloscope to look 
for the onset of overload.

Other parameters were measured using 
a analogue-to-digital converter connected 
to a PC, with the data analysed digitally to 
show distortion, plus intermodulation and 
digital aliasing distortion. Finally, five basic 
parameters are summarised for each unit in 
our unique bar graphs.

In this way, an evaluation free of 
prejudices based on brand, price or 
appearance can be made, while the 
different tastes and sensitivities of 
each listener help round out the 
analysis and make it more widely 
applicable. Occasional repeats of kit 
give a 'sanity check', while years of 
experience help make the process 
efficient and reliable.

styles tried out to see what works, not 
to mention experimenting with such 
variables as listening level.

Long-term reference pieces of 
equipment (some from past reviews) 
get substituted for the kit under test 
from time to time, in order to check on 
performance relative to the rest of the 
audio world, while recordings made by 
the author provide a live reference.

SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO
Ideally, amplifiers should have a better SNR 
than any source they are likely to be fed from. 
This means the target is about lOOdB - noise 
should be at least lOOdB below maximum 
output at typical volume settings.

TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION
Each amplifier is driven to produce 10 watts 
into an eight-ohm load. We measure the 
distortion levels present at this level. lOW is 
real world power and represents the average 
power output consumers will likely use to 
drive their loudspeakers.

PHASE INTEGRITY
Phase difference through the audio band betw^n 
multiple channels is an essential parameter 
to be maintained through amplifying circuits. 
Valve amplifiers tend to offer more problems 
due to the large output transformers that are 
exclusive to this type of technology.

□ TESTING 
EQUIPMENT 
USED
Source: 
•Cambridge Audio 
Azur 640C CD player 
•Colorfly portable 
hi-res player 
•Samsung Neto 
laptop computer 
•Cambridge Audio 
DacMagic DAC 
Speakers: 
•ATCSCM20
• Bowers and 
Wilkins803s
Cables:
Kimber, QED, 
Wireworld

JAN LEVINSKI
JOB: PROPRIETOR, 
JSLFUNK
JAN HAS WORKED for 
several hi-fi manufacturers 
in design and production 
and is anexperton audiophile 
electronic upgrades.

ED SELLEY
JOB: HFC STAFF WRITER
ED HAS SPENT the best part 
of a decade selling, developing 
and supporting audio 
products. He now works 
full-time with HFC.
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JOB: RECORDING 
PRODUCER AND 
PIANO TEACHER
TAMRIKO'S SHARP hearing 
is used daily in teaching 
piano and increasingly often 
in producing recordings.

DEFINITIVE 
VERDICTS

STEELY DAN:
BABYLON SISTER

Few, if any, magazines in the world 
can equal our dedication and 
thoroughness in combining blind 
and sighted listening with extensive 
lab tests and detailed internal 
examination of equipment passing 
through our hands. Each of these is 
equally important and it's not just that 
we do them - we also bring to the 
table decades of audio experience.

Our listeners in the Blind-Listening 
Group Tests for example, are experts 
from within the hifi industry. Each and 
everyone of them is used to listening 
critically during product development 
and initial product testing. In fact, many 
of them also get involved in making 
recordings and their own music.

One of these is HFC'sTechnical 
Consultant Richard Black, who has 
been involved with designing, testing 
and evaluating audio equipment for a 
quarter of a century.

It's the culmination of all the aspects 
mentioned on these pages that makes 
for the most reliable hifi verdicts in 
the business.

www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Blind-listeningGrouptest
VALVE AMPS £1,395-£1,895

Can today's best valve 
amps rival solid-state?
Modern valve amps continue to charm, delight and 
lure us away from solid-state. Richard Black and the 
blind panel pick the best from a closely priced pack

TRANSISTORAMPLIRERS arrived on 
the scene in the mid-1960s rapidly 
rendering valves obsolete, or so we 
thought. In fact, a small hard core of 
valve enthusiasts kept the flag flying 
through the dark days of the 1970s and 
early '80s, until gradually the audiophile 
world realised that valves still had a lot 
to offer. The high profile of brands like 
Audio Research (USA) and EAR (UK) 
helped increase valve visibility and by 
the mid-1990s it was simply no longer 
remarkable to see a few valve amps on 
the shelves of a showroom, or powering 
a show demonstration.

We are now in something of a valve 
renaissance, with a multiplicity of makes 
and models available covering just about 
all bases from low-power single-ended 
triode designs to substantial multi-valve 
models kicking out a couple of hundred 
watts or more. Production of valves 
themselves continues apace in several 
countries and most of the classic types, 
made popular in audio amps of old, are 
now readily available.

One of those classic valves is the KT88, 
one of a group of valves called 'kinkless 

tetrode' (hence the Kl), designed at 
GEC in the 1950s. These were intended 
to be low-distortion audio valves with 
output duty in mind and the KT88 was 
the most powerful of them and, for many 
enthusiasts, was one of the finest audio

"We are now in a valve 
renaissance, with a 
multiplicity of makes 
and models."

output valves ever. It still has a strong 
following and when we realised that a 
whole group test of KT88-output amps 
was a possibility, we just couldn't resist!

If you're not (yet) a valve convert, there's 
really nothing special you need to take 
into account beyond the fact that valve 
amps are almost invariably a little bigger 
and hotter than similarly-rated transistor 
amps and have a very modest need for 
occasional servicing (new valves). They 
need no special pleading on any sonic 
or technical grounds; like any hi-fi, they 
play music and that's it!

Valve amps are not 
the cheapest: that's 
inevitable because 
they require 
fundamentally 
expensive parts like 
output transformers. 
Specifically, they 
aren't the cheapest 
per output watt, but 
it's more than a 
touch ironic that 
their increasing 
popularity has 
brought their price 
down in recent years, 
even as solid-state 
amps have been 
forced up by less 
favourable market 
conditions 
worldwide.
As a result these six 
models are far 
from frightening 
and are indeed quite 
closely matched.

ON TEST

CayinAudioA-55T 
£1,460 P42
Every inch a classic, this amp 
does include one feature we've 
never seen before: switching 
between triode and ultra-linear 
modevia remote control. It's 
one ofthe 'new wave' ofChinese 
amps, beautifully made to a 
standard that needs no apology 
by an all-Chinese operation; no 
European hand-me-downs'

IconAudio Stereo 60 Mk 3 
£1,700 P43
A bulky and particularly weighty 
amp, the Stereo 60 is another 
model that offers dual operating 
modes for the outputvalves. 
Its exceptionally robust chassis 
encloses a circuit that extracts 
a little more power than most 
from a pairofKT88s, though 
still well within the valves' safe 
operating limit.

Opera Consonance Cyber 100 
Signature£1,595 P47 
Another model proudly 
produced in China, from the 
prolific Opera/Consonance 
stable. Likethe Cayin, this one 
offers remote control of input 
selection and volume, though 
operating mode is fixed. With 
more inputs, itscores highly for 
flexibility, while output power is 
parforthecourse.

Prima Luna Prologue Two 
£1,820 P49
Prima Luna has made quite a 
splash in theaudioworld since 
its launch in 2002. The relatively 
modest Prologue Two keeps 
features to a minimum and 
instead, puts the money into 
parts and build quality, including 
a particularly smart paint job. 
The 'shoebox' format case 
saves space, too.

PureA30£1,395 P53
The cheapestamp in the group 
is in factthe mostvalve-y, as it 
uses valve rectifiers alongside 
the more familiar amplifying 
components. In other respects 
it is not dissimilar, however, 
and it offers a choice of triode 
and ultralinearoutput modes. 
Our review sample differs from 
current production, which 
includes a valve cage.

Triode Corporation TRV-88SE 
£1,895 P53
Another beautifully finished 
amp, from Japan this time. 
Triode Corporation specialises 
in amplifiers usingtriodes, but 
the cheaper models, use more 
regularvalves. Notthatthere's 
anything regular about the 
amp, which thoughtfully adds 
a front-mounted line input and 
headphonesocketforflexibility.
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Cayin
Audio A-55T £1*4eo
The name may be new, but the build quality and 
technology show all the signs of experience

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
China
WEIGHT: 
13kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
350x185x300mm
FEATURES:
• 4 line inputs
• Record output
• 8/4 ohm 
loudspeaker outputs
• Remote control
• Triode/ultralinear 
mode
• Notional output 
40W/18W
DISTRIBUTOR:
Audio Sanctum
TELEPHONE: 
07517889738
WEBSITE: 
cayin.com

ayin is one brand name 

of Zuhai Spark, a 

Chinese hi-fi specialist 

operation. Its amps are 

all valve-based designs running 

the gamut from relatively 

pedestrian valves, like the KT88 

and EL34, to the exotic-looking 

GU29. This is one of the most 

comfortingly traditional models in 

the range, using a familiar line-up 

of four KT88 valves, plus two each 

of the ECC82 and ECC83.

Like many current pentode/ 

tetrode amps, this one has a choice 

of operational modes: ultralinear 

or triode. Rather classily, these are 

selected via the remote control (a 

front-panel switch would have 

been useful). The choice of mode 

gives flexibility in the matter of 

output power, with 40 watts on 

offer in ultralinear mode, but only 

18 watts in triode mode. But what 

may be of more significance to 

most listeners is that it invariably 

slightly alters the basic sound, due 

to the different impedances and 

distortion signatures involved.

The layout of this model is classic, 

with transformers behind and 

valves neatly displayed in front. 

Inside the chassis, connection is 

a mixture of small printed-circuit 

boards and neatly executed wiring 

(with quite a few boutique components), 

plus generous power-supply 

capacitance and a smoothing choke. 

Inputs are switched by relays and 

the volume control is a motorised 

ALPS 'blue velvet' component.

Sound quality
Auditioning this amp in triode mode, 

our 'blind' listeners were generally 

very taken with its presentation. It's 

particularly good with voices and 

that, of course, is a big plus with 

any hi-fi kit. In similar vein, it 

communicates melodic lines well and 

one is always clearly aware of the 

tune when listening - as one listener 

succinctly put it, 'musical!'.

But there's more to this amp than 

just sounding vaguely nice. It has 

good detail across the midrange 

and into the treble and presents 

very good images, too, with clearly 

defined lateral placement and stable, 

plausible depth; you could say this 

amp makes the direction and focus 

of a piece of music very clear.

There's something of a down 

side in the handling of frequency 

extremes, although it didn't greatly 

trouble our listeners. Bass is a 

little lacking in real extension and 

although it is reasonably tight and 

rhythmic, it doesn't pack quite the 

punch that one or two of the amps 

here managed.

Treble is just slightly on the dull 

side of sweet, but it's clear from 

our listeners' notes (and our own 

subsequent sighted listening) that 

this is something one gets used to 

in a couple of minutes and not a 

serious distraction.

Dynamics are interesting, 

seeming somehow to make the 

shift from quiet to loud rather 

rapid, though the reverse direction 

is natural enough. This seemed less 

noticeable in ultralinear mode, 

which also gave rather more kick 

to the bass - but the mellifluous 

quality in the midband suffered 

slightly and, on the whole, we 

preferred triode mode.

[ TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
Crosstalk results were pretty bad in 
comparison to other tube amplifiers 
(the two channels were, at least 
similarly bad measuring-70dB @ 
lkHz and-50dB@lOkHz.). The 
maximum output into 8 ohms, 
allowing for 1% THD in ultralinear 
mode, was measured at around 25W. 
This is not consistent at all with the 
manufacturers claims of 40W per 
channel. However, we measured 22W 
at 1 % THD in triode mode, which 
compared favourably with the 
specified claim of 20W. The frequency 
response showed a left-channel 0.5dB 
lift at the low-frequency end of the 
spectrum. In contrast the right 
channel performed remarkably well, 
plotting a smooth curve with more 
gentle roll-off at the extremes.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

★ ★★★>
FEATURES

★ ★★★

LIKE: Good musical 
communication and detail
DISLIKE: Extreme bass 
and treble both a little 
lacking in extension 
and purity
WE SAY: Despite minor 
shortcomings, an 
amp that can be a very 
rewarding listen

OVERALL

****
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all the different parts clear and 
well-balanced. Bass is a little 
mixed, with good extension but 
sometimes a slightly soft attack, at 
least compared with the very tight 
leading edges this amp produces 
on high-frequency notes.

On the other hand; the bass is 
well integrated with the rest of the 
range. Dynamics are very good, 
swinging effortlessly from one 
extreme to the other and also 
making the most of finer gradations 
around the middle of the range.

Icon Audio
Stereo 60 Mk 3 £i,7oo

TECH LABS

More powerful than most and built the old-fashioned 
way: no printed circuit boards here!

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
UK

WEIGHT:
27kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
440x230x400mm
FEATURES:
• 4 line inputs
• Record output
•High/low 
sensitivity
•Triode/ultralinear 
mode
• 8/4 ohm speaker 
outputs
• Notional output 
65W/35W
DISTRIBUTOR:
Icon Audio
TELEPHONE:
0116 244 0593
WEBSITE:
iconaudio.com

□ con's exuberant 
literature makes many 
claims for this amp, 
including higher output 

power than most KT88 models can 
muster: 65-watt ultralinear or 
35-watt triode. There's nothing 
outrageous about that, though, and 
indeed we've seen 100-watt amps 
using just a pair of KT88s.

The relatively high output power 
is partly responsible for the 
considerable weight of this amp, 
bur the chassis is very substantially 
built too, complete with a solid 
copper top-plate around the valve 
area. Unusually, all the valves are 
octal-base types, including the 
small-signal valves and voltage 
regulator. These are relatively old 
designs, compared with the 
'modern' (about 1960!) KT88.

We weren't surprised, given the 
valve complement, to find that 
internal electronic assembly is 
entirely point-to-point, with the 
only circuit board being a small 
one for the remote control decoder.

Passive components are good 
quality throughout, including 
one-watt-rated resistors almost 
everywhere, brand-name

polypropylene capacitors and a 
motorised volume control.

The input selector switch is 
manual (not remote-controllable) 
and connected to the input sockets 
with PTFE-insulated screened wire. 
The complement of inputs looks a 
bit stingy, but don't forget that the 
'Source/tape' switch effectively 
gives you a fourth input.

Sound quality
In many ways, this more than any 
of the others in the group, upheld 
the classic stereotype of 'valve 
sound', with strong, very present 
vocals, good vitality and persuasive 
communication in all sorts of music.

If there is a quality to this amp 
that may cause dissatisfaction it's 
tonal coloration. This clearly isn't a 
function of frequency response 
which is fine, rather it's something 
about the distortion 'fingerprint' of 
the amp that is pesistently audible 
and can be a little distracting.

One listener pointed to cymbals 
as being the main indicator of this 
and indeed it is the region where 
high midrange becomes treble that 
shows it up most.

We'd probably live with it happily 
enough, though, considering the 
Stereo 60's many admirable traits. 
Notably, and perhaps to some 
people's surprise from a valve amp, 
it has very good timing and gets 
feet tapping reliably across the 
widest range of musical styles. It's 
also very good at resolving detail 
and, for instance, our musically 
dense opera excerpt benefitted no 
end from the way this amp keeps

LAB REPORT
Although the manual claims 75W per 
channel output, no accompanying 
distortion figure was provided.
However, in our tests we measured 1 % 
THD at 70W (8 ohms), thereby lending 
credibility to Icon's claims. The left 
channet was much more sensitive to 
crosstalk-we measured 20dB at 1kHz 
and nearly 30dB at 10kHz. The 
frequency response test highlighted 
disparities of 0.3dB between the two 
channels, as well as a strange right
channel 'bump' at around 100Hz. With 
the Stereo 60 Mklll operating in its 
'triode' mode, 
we achieved 30W with 1% distortion. 
The frequency-response curve was 
broadly similar to the ultralinear one, 
with a dip of approximately -1.SdB at 
25Hz followed by a slight rise (about 
0.2dB) at 1OOHz.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

0%
GROUP AVERAGE_______________

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES

****

LIKE: Good timing, with 
lovely integration 
of instruments

DISLIKE: Slight lack of 
naturalness to treble^ 
rich sounds

WE SAY: An energetic 
amp that offers high 
power and delivers it 
with confidence

OVERALL

****
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ADVERTISEMENT
The Music ChainMuch is written about music and the musicians who entertain us, and we rightly exalt great musicians. But there is an interlinked chain of participants, two of which are I believe are crucial to our music scene in today's world. For centuries the music chain was a very short one - composers or songwriters, musicians and listeners, and the judgement on quality was immediate. Recording technologies have changed all this exponentially Today, we listen to most of our music from a recording and this gives recording engineers the opportunity to avoid poor acoustics, duff notes and off days. This, of course, means the chain has grown to include the recording engineers, the music distribution system (retailers or downloads), hi-fi manufacturers, hi-fi sellers and the hi-fi purchasers, the latter being the listeners. I should start by saying that hi-fi has become an adulterated term that no longer has its original meaning because it's applied to much equipment that certainly should not be termed highfidelity.

I t's said that a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. However, I believe there are two particularly strong links that, if removed from the chain, would seriously damage the quality of recorded music. These are the audiophile, or hi-fi connoisseur, and the specialist hi-fi retailer, the latter in nearly all cases also being the former because it's their interest that has driven them into their particular business. These are the people who most appreciate how exciting and involving music can be and how it can deliver an emotional experience.
Hi-Fi ConnoisseursSo why is the hi-fi connoisseur so important to the music industry? By their nature, audiophiles are generally avid music lovers who enhance their enjoyment through listening to music at its very best quality level, which means playing great recordings through hi-end hi-fi to achieve the most outstanding results. Without the audiophile, the main driver for quality would probably be removed from the chain. Let's be honest, over recent years the majority of music listeners now settle 

for MP3 convenience and, therefore, mediocre sound quality. If the pendulum ever swings so far that all but a few listen to highly compressed formats such as MP3, music producers will not waste their resources on producing high quality recordings because it would be commercially unnecessary, even if their recording engineers wanted to achieve the best they could. After all, an MP3 or AAC file, the iTunes default format, downloaded at 128 kbps (the most popular download speed), is about one-eleventh the size of a full resolution CD track, 1411 kbps, so the quality is inevitably far inferior.I nformation is irretrievably lost and the full dynamic range is lacking. Using an iPod while jogging does not really raise a quality issue but playing low-resolution tracks through an iPod docking station that feeds into a decent hi-fi system, is a disaster area. It's rubbish quality made louder. Fortunately, there is still significant demand from audiophiles committed to sound quality to sustain the production of high quality recordings, but it would be a tragedy if there weren't. For example, most classical recordings downloaded as
w 
I 
J-

an MP3 or AAC file are a complete waste of time because there is so much information missing that they are reduced to just the essence of a tune.
Specialist Hi-Fi Retailers just as essential a link in the chain as the hi-fi connoisseur is the specialist hi-fi retailer and the two are rightly dependent on each other. Without the specialist retailer the hi-end hi-fi manufacturer would have to rely on the internet and hi-fi magazine reviewers to try and assess the relative merits and performance of their products against that of their competitors - a notoriously unreliable decision making process. Specialist hi-fi retailers are constantly being offered new products for assessment and potential stocking and, as it is also their hobby as well as their livelihood, they are greatly interested in achieving the best performance and seeking out the most outstanding products and combinations. More than that though is their relationship with audiophiles for, if they are to stay in business, they must satisfy the most discerning customers in the industry.The reality is that audiophiles and specialist hi-fi retailers are essential to each other.



Future of Recorded Music
What are the future prospects of maintaining high quality music 
recordings? We must hope that audiophiles, or hi-fi connoisseurs, 
or perhaps most accurately described, music lovers, will continue 
to drive the demand for quality. But another important reason for 
hope within the mass-market is that there is no longer any over
riding reason for MP3 and AAC to have such a following. These 
formats were designed to overcome very slow download speeds 
and expensive memory capacity. These are not significant factors 
for most people now. Full resolution, CCD quality, downloads are 
already available and should become the norm as long as the 
general public can be made aware of the tremendous quality 
benefit. This has happened with HD TV so we know this awareness 
can grow rapidly. In the meantime, we must highly value hi-fi 
connoisseurs and specialist hi-fi retailers, of which the ones listed 
on this page represent the UK's finest. Specialist dealers know how 
to choose the products that combine as a superb system and how 
to get the best out of it by expert installation in the home. 
If there's a price premium over an internet purchase, it's 
probably a small one, but it's unquestionably worth 
the difference.

STAR QUALITIESVALUE FOR MONEY................SERVICE..........................................FACILITTES.....................................
VERDICT ....................................

. . . . . .* ** * * 
. . . . . . .*** * * 
. . . . . . . * * * * *
* * * * *

The dealers below have been selected 
because they are known to do an excellent 

job in guiding customers towards hi-fi that will 
give years of musical enjoyment and total satisfaction.

TO BUYING A HI-FI SYSTEM
OUR TOP 20 UK HI-FI DEALERS

Ashford, Kent 
SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 
40 High Street. 
t: 01233 624441 
www.soundcrafthifi.com 
Chelmsford 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street. 
t: 01245 26524S 
www.rayleighhifi.com 
Colchester 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 
t: 01206 577682 
www.rayleighhifi.com 
Kingston-upon-Thames 
INFIDELITY
9 High Street, 
Hampton Wick. 
t: 020 8943 3S30 
www.infidelity.co.uk 
Maidenhead 
AUDIO VENUE 
36 Queen Street. 
t: 01628 633995 
www.audiovenue.com

Rayleigh, Essex 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
44a High Street. 
t: 01268 779762 
www.rayleighhifi.com 
Southend-on-Sea 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road. 
t: 01702 43S255 
www.rayleighhifi.com 
Southampton 
PHASE 3 HI-FI 
37 Bedford Place. 
t: 023 8022 8434 
www.phase3southampton.co.uk

Ealing
AUDIO VENUE 
27 Bond Street. 
t: 020 8567 8703 
www.audiovenue.corn 
N1
GRAHAMS HI-FI 
190a New North Road. 
t: 020 7226 5500 
www.grahams.co.uk 
SW11
ORANGES & LEMONS 
61/63 Webbs Road. 
t: 020 7924 2043 
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

Bath
AUDIENCE 
14 Broad Street. 
t: 01225 333310 
www.audience.org.uk 
Exeter
GULLIFORD HI-FI 
97 Sidwell Street. 
t: 01392 491194 
www.gullifordhifi.co.uk

Banbury 
OVERTURE 
3 Church Lane. 
t: 01295 272158 
www.overture.co.uk
Birmingham
MUSIC MATIERS 
363 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston.
t: 0121 429 2811 
www.music matters .co. uk 
Coventry 
FRANK HARVEY
163 Spon Street. 
t: 024 7652 5200 
www.frankharvey.co.uk

teicester 
CYMBIOSIS 
6 Hotel Street. 
t: 0116 262 3754 
www.cymbiosis.com 
Nottingham 
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 
48/50 Maid Marian Way. 
t: 0115 9584404 
www.castlesoundvision.com

Cheadle
THE AUDIO WORKS 
14 Stockport Road. 
t: 0161 428 7887 
www.theaudioworks.co.uk 
Chester 
ACOUSTICA 
17 Hoole Road. 
t: 01244 344227 
www.acoustica.co. uk 
Hull 
THE AUDIO ROOM 
2 George Street, 
t: 01482 891375 
www.theaudioroom.co.uk 
York 
SOUND ORGANISATION 
2 Gillygate. 
t: 01904 627108 
www.soundorg.co.uk

Hedon

Aberdeen 
HOLBURN HI-FI 
441 Holbum Street. 
t: 01224 585713/ 
572729 
www.holbumhifi.co.uk
Edinburgh 
LOUD & CLEAR 
Bonnington Mill, 
72 Newhaven Road. 
t: 0131 555 3963 
www.loud-clear.co.uk
Glasgow 
LOUD & CLEAR 
520 St Vincent Street. 
t: 0141 221 0221 
www.loud-clear.co.uk 
Glasgow 
GLASGOW AUDIO
135 Great Western Rd. 
t: 0141 332 2200/4707 
www.glasgowaudio.com

TOP 
20 UK

QUALITY

SPECIALIST 
HI-FI DEALERS

ASSURED
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BEST BUY

HI-FICHOICEmagazine

BORA

« What the Bora offers that many others don't is a clear sense 
of musical flow and narrative and an organic way of dealing with 
musical information that makes it very easy to engage - not just with 
the notes, but with the expressive qualities that the performers bring 
to bear».

Alvin Gold, Hi-Fi Choice October 2009

Please contact your Cabasse dealer

COHERENT SYSTEMS 
CHALFONT ST PETER SL9 SNS 
01753 89 16 76 
www.coherent-systems.co.uk

www.cabasse.com

ROCK SOLID SOUNDS 
BILLINGHURST, RH14 9DE 
01403 78 22 21 
www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk

SENSO SYSTEMS 
TRURO TR1 2LS 
01872 27 32 15 
www.senso-systems.co.uk

Cabvasisje

http://www.coherent-systems.co.uk
http://www.cabasse.com
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.senso-systems.co.uk
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Opera Consonance
Cyber 1OO Signature £1.595
This classic amp is as mechanically elegant 
as it is electronically simple

C DETAILS

ORIGIN:
China
WEIGHT:
22kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
430xl 90x380mm
FEATURES:
• 5 line inputs
• Line output
• Remote control
• 8/ 4 ohm speaker 
outputs
• Notional output 
40W
DISTRIBUTOR:
AliumAudio
TELEPHONE 
01273 325901
WEBSITE:
opera-consonance. 
corn

here seem to be quite a 

few similarly-named 

amps in the Consonance 

range and this one with

KT88 output valves appears to be 

specific to the UK market. It's a 

classic design, both electronically 

and mechanically, and a very 

simple one in terms of its circuit. 

The valve count is typical: two 

double-triodes per channel looking 

after phase-splitting and driving 

the output valves. In keeping with 

current trends, there are a couple 

of 6SN7 valves, an old type that 

pre-dates the ECC8x varieties so 

popular in audio.

Selection from among the 

generous five inputs is made by 

relays and the volume control is 

motorised and is, therefore, also 

remote-controllable. Component 

quality throughout the amp is 

good, if not outstanding. There are 

internal bias adjustment points, but 

these are not intended for use by 

the owner. Operating mode is fixed.

The look of this amp is considerably 

enhanced by the profiled wooden 

slats which cover the transformer 

enclosure. By contrast, the valves 

are covered by a rather 

unprepossessing cover, easily 

removable and has an unusually 

high propensity to ring when 

struck. By the same token, it can 

'sing-along' in harmony with the 

music and, although we prefer 

valve cages to be fitted from a 

safety point of view, we can see the 

attraction of going without, if the 

amp is sited safely out of the way.

Sound quality
Although our listeners quite liked 

this amp, and indeed found praise 

for almost every specific area of 

performance, they didn't quite 

seem to have been fired up to paeans 

of enthusiasm over it. Perhaps one 

comment from their notes sums up 

what seems to be the problem: 'The 

sound lacks natural beauty'. 

Everything is there: apparently • 

bass; mid and treble; detail; 

imaging; timing - but it just doesn't 

quite add up to beautiful music.

Well, saying everything is there is 

a little vague and needs some 

clarification. Bass is one of the 

Cyber lOO's best points, present 

when needed with plenty of attack 

and precision, but never 

overwhelming or exaggerated.

Midrange is not obviously 

coloured, but lacks some insight 

and, at times, can seem to 

emphasise certain instruments 

a little at the expense of others. 

We never really established a 

clear pattern here; the emphasis 

benefitting higher-pitched 

instruments on one recording, 

lower ones on the next. Treble 

isn't entirely clean and rather 

like the midrange, alternates 

between slight sibilance and a 

rather dull quality.

Such paradoxical results are often 

the result of a lack of purity in the 

sound. Distortion, in the most 

general sense, can have the oddest 

effects subjectively and we strongly 

suspect that that's the case here. 

Despite this, it is perfectly possible 

to enjoy this amp and we found it 

relaxing and inviting. We just 

would have liked a little more 

revelation - it's all a little safe and 

hckiity, in surprise.

TECH LABS

LAB REPORT
We achieved a maximum pre-clipping 
output of37W with 3% THD. However, 
while advancing the volume control it 
became clear that it was mistracking 
the two channels as the right output 
was increasingly higher than the left. 
This, simply put, is unacceptable in 
any quality amplifier as the stereo 
image will be shifted depending on 
the listening volume. We were also 
disappointed with the measured S/N 
ratio, which was as low as 55dB.
THD+N was also very high, even by 
the standards of valve amplifiers. 
We were impressed with the Cyber 
lOO's low-level phase integrity, which 
proved to be the best of the group. 
While we measured •O.SdB at the 
extremities of the audio frequency 
spectrum, the roll-offs were remarkably 
smooth between channels.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
***'
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALI!:
****
FEATURES

***

LIKE: Good bass. well 
judged in level and with a 
generally relaxing sound

DISLIKE: Treble 
inconsistent; detail only 
so^so in the midrange

WE SAY: A pleasant 
amp, but not one that's 
likely to give newinsights 
into familiar music

OVERALL

**** ►
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''The Perfect Floorstander"
Hi-Fi Choice, September 2008

Kudos Cardea C30:

EDITOR'S 
CHOICE

"The small british firm has produced 

a pair of speakers with a level of 

musicality to rival the best that the 

big high-end manufacturers can offer." 

What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision, 
July 2010
iqilUNIdU
SOUND AND VISION

★ ★★★★
"Wonderful communication skills with 

all types of music. It also boasts 

outstanding timing and an impressive 

ability to reveal the differences 

between system components."

Hi-Fi Choice, September 2008

***** I!
2008 Hi-Fi Choice Awards, 
Loudspeakers over £5,000 
Gold Award.

www.kudosaudio.com enquiries@kudosaudio.com 0845 4586698

http://www.kudosaudio.com
mailto:enquiries@kudosaudio.com


BLIND-LISTENING '
«ISiS GROUPTEST

sighted experience suggests it is 
well-extended without sibilance or 
spit. That's probably a contribution 
to the amp's good handling of vocals 
and it scores highly for the ease 
with which lyrics can be understood.

There was also specific praise 
for the PrimaLuna's handling 
of dynamics, which are full but 
surprisingly subtle - you often 
don't notice the music is growing 
in volume until it's really loud.

With an unusual balance of 
strengths, this amplifier certainly 
merits an audition.

Prima Luna
Prologue Two £i,a2o
Basic on the features front, but beautifully built and an 
excellent choice for lovers of human voice

TECH LABS

□ DETAILS

ORIGIN: 
Netherlands/China
WEIGHT: 
17kg 
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
280x190x395mm
FEATURES:
• 4 line inputs
• 8/4 ohm speaker 
outputs
• Notional output 
40W
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Absolute Sounds
TELEPHONE: 
020 8971 3909
WEBSITE: 
primaluna.nl

□ esigned in Holland 
and made in China, 
PrimaLuna's amps are 
essentially classic valve 

designs, but they bring distinctive 
aesthetics and a few modern design 
touches to the party. One such 
notable feature in this amp is 
‘Adaptive auto bias'. Bias is a 
long-standing pain in the neck of 
valve amps: quite simply it's the DC 
('standing') current in the valves 
under conditions of no audio signal 
and it's critical.

Usually amps either have manually 
adjusted bias, which may even 
require test equipment to set, or 
auto-bias (also called 'self-bias'), 
which does what it says but, in the 
traditional implementation, reduces 
maximum output power. It's really 
surprising how few firms have done 
what PrimaLuna does and made 
solid-state monitoring circuits 
which control bias. It makes the 
amp far more tolerant of imbalance 
between output valves.

Input switching and volume control 
use good-quality mechanical 
components and behind them a 
good deal of the amp's circuitry is 
based on solid wiring and tag 
strips, with large resistors in most 
positions. Critical capacitors are 
brand-name plastic-film parts, while 
a couple of substantial electrolytic 
capacitors are joined by a smoothing 
choke in the power supply.

The valve complement, apart 
from the output KT88s, runs to two 
each of the ECC83 and ECC82. The 
cover over the transformers is so 
very resonant that we'd be tempted 
to remove it!

Sound quality
Definitely a qualified success, this 
amp made a very favourable 
impression on one of our listeners 
and a mostly favourable one on a 
second, but failed to inspire the 
third. It turns our that the 
unimpressed listener missed detail 
and insight more than anything 
and found it a struggle to hear 
details even in familiar recordings.

On the other hand, the best- 
pleased listener referred to 
'sublime vocals' and clearly 
enormously enjoyed the overall 
musicality of the amp's presentation, 
which certainly has great charm 
across the midband.

Opinions were united on the 
subject of imaging, which is good 
laterally bur tends to bring the 
performers a bit further forward 
than one is accustomed to hearing. 
Treble wasn't explicitly mentioned 
by our 'blind' listeners, but our

LAB REPORT
We were able to achieve a pre-clipping 
output of 30W, both channels being 
driven. At this point, the measured 
THD+N was 2%. Crosstalk is excellent 
at-73dB and -92dB (1kHz) for the left 
and right channels respectively.
However, at 10kHz the measurements 
vary widely (-54dB left and -69dB right 
respectively). ■This marked difference 
may impact the listening experience. 
There's also a very slight difference 
between the two channels in terms of 
their low-frequency performance; we 
registered a slight drop from 70Hz to 
20Hz(atwhich pointwewere down 
0.2dB) for the left channel - the right 
channel, in contrast, was remarkably 
flat over this region. Overall, though, 
the stereo channels of the Prologue 
Two proved to be better-matched than 
some of the other amplifiers tested.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****i
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES

***

LIKE: Good lateral 
imaging; good bass 
extension and timing

DISLIKE: Slightly 
forward presentation; 
bass definition not 
always the best

WESAY:Thisamphas 
many fine qualities which 
will endear it to many

OVERALL

****j
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Let your system breathe...

DYMAMIQUE
DETAIL. DYNAMICS. DYNAMIQUE...

Analogue • Digital • Speaker • Power • MP3 • Video - WWW.dynamiqueaudio.com

Reference-grade audio cables. UK-designed & built. Available worldwide.

David Price Hi Fi World
"The Orbit...a brilant sounding£65 Mains Cable ..over any other £100 + mains cable"

Jeanine Elliot HI FI News - The Missing Linklli Family of Cables.... - 
" The most beau^ul loo^ig and extremely musical cables money can buy1"

HI FI World World Standards' Award June 2009 
The ^Link Cryo Reference Interconnect ....
"Om favourite afordable high-end interconnect - 
out performing designs at three tunes its cost"

^Vired For Sound' - Ad^n Smith HI F1 World - 'The ^Link Interconnect.... 
"distinctly out of the ordni^y offering a very detailed and crisp sonic picture - 
leading edges of notes were beau^^By precise and forthright, with no sense of 
hesitancy or blur.adie bass end of the spec^mn was lithe, tight and focused ....

The Missing Link are Specialists in High Quality British Hi Fi Cables at Affordable Prices 
Power Cables with Silver Plated Connectors from £48

Copper Interconnects from £40 - Silver Plated Copper Interconnects from £59
The Finest Pure Silver Interconnects from £195

Speaker Cables from £130
We also have an excellent range of DIY Products and Cable Kits jV 

’ Including our own Ultra-Pure Silver plated Plugs & Sockets ’
Upgrade your power cable with an Ultra-Pure Silver plated EPS500 mains plug for only £12

@hte ^%ssing ^thk*
Designers Manufacturers & Suppliers of
Custom Built Hi End Hi Fi Audio Cables & Accessories 
01623 844478 or 07cfo7 859333 
^ww.the-missing-link.net 
info@the-missing-link.net

http://WWW.dynamiqueaudio.com
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BLIND-LISTENING
GROUPTEST

Pure Sound
A30 £1,39&
Somewhat belying the name, we found this to be a very 
characterful amp - mostly for the better!

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
UK

WEIGHT: 
22kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
435x210x380mm
FEATURES:
• 3 line inputs
• Triode/ultralinear 
mode
• 8/4 ohm speaker 
outputs
• Valve rectifiers
• Notional output 
30W
DISTRIBUTOR:
Pure Sound
TELEPHONE: 
01822612449
WEBSITE: 
puresound.info

□ here are degrees of 
valve purism. Pure 
Sound, appropriately 
enough, takes things a 

step further than most by using 
valve rectifiers in the A30, as well 
as valve-amplifying components. Is 
there sense in this? Valve rectifiers 
waste energy compared with 
solid-state diodes, they cost more 
and take up space and, like all 
valves, they have a finite useful life. 
Despite all that, they do have 
advantages in terms of turning AC 
into DC, with minimal high- 
frequency noise generation.

Pure Sound has mounted 
practically all the components in 
this amp on a printed circuit board, 
making it, in that respect, one of 
the more modern designs. Passive 
components are an interesting mix 
of the latest parts and old-fashioned 
specialities like the carbon-film 
resistors used in many positions.

This is another switchable-mode 
amp, using a separate switch for 
each channel. There is no 
adjustment for bias: self-bias is 
used, which among other things 
guarantees Class A operation. 
It's a little ironic that, for similar 
reasons to those that make valve 

rectifiers so good, valves are in 
some ways better suited to Class B 
than transistors!

Sound quality
Definitely something of a 
characterful performer, this 
amp will appeal most to listeners 
who like their music up close 
and direct. If you prefer something 
a little more laid-back, the A30's 
presentation may very well strike 
you short of aggression and, 
as such, left one of our listeners 
nonplussed to the point of 
active dislike.

The others, however, were more 
inclined to see the positive side 
of things. Comments were 
particularly favourable in the 
classical music excerpts, which are 
both relatively ambient recordings. 
The A30 really dug deep into the 
detail in each and, although there 
was rather less sense of space 
around the performers than most 
of the amps brought out, there 
was also more insight into the 
small details.

This forward presentation 
is accompanied by a degree of 
tonal imbalance; a tilt in favour 
of the upper midrange and 
treble. Bass is fair, but not 
seismically extended, while the 
very highest treble is nicely open 
and quite sweet. Dynamics can 
sometimes seem a little abrupt, 
with climaxes appearing almost 
out of nowhere. Again, this is 
something that will probably 
appeal to some listeners as strongly 
as it repels others.

Then there's the question of pace. 
In some ways, not surprisingly 
given the forward presentation, 
this is quite a pacey amp. That 
said, though, its timing is not 
always entirely convincing. It can 
sometimes sound a little rushed 
and the lack of very deep bass 
reduces the conviction of a driving 
bass/percussion riff. Note that 
these comments all refer to triode 
mode: we tried ultralinear as well, 
but felt that it merely hardened the 
sound a little, without really 

anything constructive.

TECH LABS
LAB REPORT
The signal-to-noise measurements 
ranked highly among the group. 
Crosstalk was a pleasant surprise, 
considering that both channels share 
the same mains transformer. At 20Hz, 
the left channel was 0.2dB down - 
while the right was more than twice 
this. However, in terms of higher 
frequencies (above 1 OkHz) both 
channels perform similarly; indeed, in 
both^^theo^alwasapproximately 
0.2dB down at 20kHz. The phase
response and distortion were alas 
disappointing. In ultralinear mode, we 
were able to achieve 30W, with 1 % 
fflD. This was accompanied by an 
improved frequency response at 
higherfrequencies. Pure Sound’s input
selector leaves much to be desired; 
having a separate tape-monitor switch 
would have been a sensible measure.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES

★ ★★

LIKE: Plenty of detail, 
with open quality in the 
high treble

DSLIKE: Bass lacks 
impact; soundstage is 
distinctly forward

WE SAY: This ampis 
worth an audition - it is 
individual and in many 
ways, likable

OVERALL

****
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BLIND-LISTENING 
«ÄS grouptest

■

sound. Yes, there's detail and 
tonality is pretty good, but it just 
doesn't quite come together to 
make up a convincing musical whole.

This is exemplified by the way the 
amp deals with multi-layered 
music. It seems everything is there, 
but the various melodic and harmonic 
strands don't seem to relate to each 
other. One listener commented that 
the accompaniment seemed unusually 
loud in relation to the vocals, 
another that the vocals lacked 
conviction. Overall, we respected 
this amp more than we loved it.

Triode Corporation 
TRV-88SE £1,a9S
Striking to behold, very agile - but doesn't quite knit 
everything together as one would like

TECH LABS

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
Japan
WEIGHT:
15kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
340x185x315mm
FEATURES:
• 3 line inputs 
(one on front)
• Preamp input 
(fixed level)
• Headphone output
• 8/4ohm speaker 
outputs
• Notional power 
45W
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Angelsound Audio
TELEPHONE: 
0192 3 352479
WEBSITE: 
triode.co.jp

riode Corporation 
makes a range of 
amps, which 
presumably all use

triode connection of the output 
devices - this one certainly 
does. In many ways it's a fairly 
conventional push-pull design, 
though the external finish is 
certainly among the best, with 
and wooden side cheeks. The 
removable valve cover is 
exceptionally resonant, but the 
cover over the transformers appears 
to be filled with resin and is 
completely dead, acoustically.

Internal construction uses 
a mix of circuit boards. The parts 
themselves been generally of good 
quality, with key capacitors being 
paper-in-oil types.

A couple of features stand 
out as adding modern appeal to 
the traditional valve amp idea - 
the headphone output and a 
front-mounted pair of phono sockets.

One of the amp's inputs is a 
fixed-gain one, that allows the 
TRV-88SE to be used as a power 
amp. It's selected just like the other 
inputs and could give an unwary

user a nasty surprise if employed 
by accident, but it's a useful feature. 
Bias is adjustable but you need to 
get inside the amp to do it and it's 
a job for a qualified service bod.

Sound quality
This was considered the most 
'solid-state' of the group. That has 
various connotations, not all of 
them necessarily complimentary, 
but it seems here to have been 
intended mostly in a good way. 
At least, this amp has less of an 
obvious character to it than many 
of the others, which can lead to its 
sound seeming, as one listener 
put it, a little 'colder' than some.

At the same time, the sound 
has plenty of snap and verve 
to it and without noticeably 
accentuating the treble, the 
TRV-88SE keeps things light 
and agile. Bass is reasonably 
extended, if perhaps a little dry on 
occasions and there's actually quite 
a decent kick in reserve for when 
things get really exciting. There's 
also some very good detail on offer, 
giving real insight into recordings.

The trouble is, though, that's 
all a little superficial and our 'blind' 
listening panel certainly didn't find 
themselves involved with the music 
emotionally - neither were we 
when listening later, sighted. 
Something about the sound just 
doesn't quite click and we can't 
think of a better way of explaining 
this, than by saying that there 
seems to be a lack of integration 
between the various objective 
qualities that go to make up good

LAB REPORT
We noticed that the right channel had 
lower output and higher distortion 
than the left. In addition, a phase
imbalance between the channels was 
discovered. In the frequency 
responses, a O.SdB difference at 20Hz 
closes by 50Hz. These disparities were 
found within the power amplifier 
stage. The phase difference between 
left and right channels at lower 
frequencies could possibly affect 
listening. Distortion performance is 
admirable and sets the bar for what a 
reasonably-priced tube amplifier can 
achieve. Build quality is superb, while 
the front-mounted input and the 
headphone output are convenient. 
In addition, the choice of 6-ohm and 
8-ohm output-transformer'taps' 
should complement the vast majority 
of modem speakers.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

***"
VALUE FOR MONEY
***1:1
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
****

LIKE: Lively and agile 
presentation; good bass 
attack when required

DISLIKE: Lack of 
integration means the 
sound never quite gels

WE SAY: We would 
really have liked 
some more musical 
communication

OVERALL

****
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BLIND LISTENING
GROUPTEST

Lab conclusions
The measurements exposed some startling shortcomings - certainly when 
compared to the supposedly inferior solid-state competition

TECH LABS

Most of the technology in these 
amps dates back to the 1950s (or 
earlier!) and it is amazing that they 
manage to hold their own in today's 
audio world. Subjectively these 
amplifiers still manage to excite their 
audience and it cannot be denied that 
valves hold a unique romantic charm. 
However, in some key respects, the 
measured performance is very 
disappointing by modern standards.

Even the best of these amplifiers 
(the Triode's TRV-88SE) offered a 
THD+N that would be considered 
poor, when judged by the rating 
system that HFC employs for 
transistor amplifiers.

The frequency response is also limited 
at the extremes of the audio band. 
Noise performance also fails to impress 
when compared to 'semi-specs', 
although some of the amplifiers- 
notably the Cayin and the Primaluna - 
achieved results that are excellent by 
tube standards. It may be interesting to 
consider that these employ printed- 
circuit boards as opposed to the 
expected point-to-point wiring. The 
traditional problem of'hum' has largely 
been banished, thanks to refinements 
in this age-old technology.

The use of a single power-supply 
transformer has also impacted crosstalk 
results across the board and, although 

the figures measure quite highly, 
chances are other components in the 
audio chain will also impact the channel 
separation, balance and stereo imaging.

Phase is an important consideration, 
due to the fundamental design 
characteristics which were found to 
affect the whole audio spectrum. As all 
six amplifiers offered outputs that 
varied slightly between each channel, 
we would have liked to have seen 
independent volume controls.

Although our distortion measurements 
fell short against other technologies, 
the even-harmonic nature ofthe distortion 
is subjectively warm and pleasant -and 
is likely the cause of our affection.

The Cayin, Pure 
Sound and Icon 
Audio can all be 
switched between 

'triode' and 
'ultralinear' modes 
of operation.

Essentially, the 
difference between 
the two is that while 
triode mode cannot 
drive a load as large, 
or deliver as much 
power as an 
amplifier supporting 
the ultralinear 
configuration, its 
distortion of the 
sound at lower levels 
is much less.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

W?® ïfaVet*
Make/model Cayin

A-SST
Icon Audio
Stereo 60 Mk 3

Opera Consonance
Cyber 100 Signature

PrimaLuna
Prologue 2

Pure Sounds 
A30

Triode Corporation 
TRV-88SE

Price £1.460 £1,700 £1,595 £1,820 fl,39S £1,895
Sound **** ****' . ***^ ****" **** ***"
Value **** ★ ★★★ **** **** **** ***^
euiid ****j ★ ★★★ ***★ ****★ **** *****

Features ★ ★★★..... ★★★★ *** *** ★ *★ ****
Overall **** ★ ★★★ ★ ★★* ****" **** ****

Conclusion, Despite minorshortcomings. Energetic and enjoyable; Pleasant. but not highly Smart and fuss-free, Strong on character and Attractive and practical,
theA-55Toffers a very offers relatively high likely to give startling with many nne qualities well worth an audition - but we would really have
rewarding listen with any power and delivers it new insights into which will endear it to it is individual and in liked some more musical
kind of music with confident dynamics familiar music many listeners manyways, likable communication

Key features

Line inputs 4 4 J 5 4......................................... ...•••.—••••••••• 3~ ~ •••••••-•••••••••••••-••••••••-•••••••———•••••••-•• 3••••.....»•..•.•.••....•......•.»•.•.•••.•••.••••....
Preamp input No No No No No .... -....................................... Yes

Headphone output No No No No No .Yes
Remote con;;oi Yes No fu No No No

Switchable mode? Yes Yes No No Yes No

Notional output 40W/18W 65W/35W 40W 40W 30W 45W

Lab conclusions E =ExcellentI AA = Above average | A = Average | BA = Below average | P = Poor

Frequency response +/-O-4dB , +A0.4dBA +/-0.5dBA +/-0.4dBA•^^^r^...................... ..................... +/-0.3d G +/-0.4dBA

Max usable output 12W I 26W 4W 4WP 13W BA 15WG

Signal-to:noise ratio BldB E 75dB G 76dB I 81dB E 78dB IA 74dB G

THD atlOW O.S%A 0.5%A 2% BA 1% BA 1.2%BA 0.4%AA

Phase integrity +1.1°A +0.37° E 0.10°E +0.20° E +1.5° BA +2.8° P
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BLIND LISTENING
«æœ GROUPTEST

Blind-listening verdicts
With so many different attitudes and talents to consider, 
picking a winner from this group was never going to be easy

IF NOTHING ELSE, this Blind-listening 
Group Test proves conclusively that 
there is no such thing as 'the KT88 
sound'. It would be ridiculous, really, 
to expect such a thing but it's the 
kind of sloppy thinking we all fall 
prey to now and then and it's good to 
see it exposed as such. Maybe, if we 
compared six KT88-based amps with, 
say, six using the 2A3 triode, we would 
find some sort of common ground, but 
in general our results amply uphold 
the rule of thumb; that what you do 
with it is more important than what 
you have.

I n fact, the sounds these amps made 
varied probably more than in any 
recent group test we can recall. If you 
want to be absolutist you can take the 
high ground and say that they can't all 
be right, so most of them are clearly 
wrong, but in a world where there is no 
such thing as an absolute recording; 
or loudspeaker; or indeed listening 
room; such poses get one nowhere.

Rather, we rejoice in the fact that 
varying tastes are catered for here.

On the other hand, considering 
the aural evidence as heard by our 
listening panel and ourselves, we 
ended up with both praise and 
blame, in varying measure, for each 
amp. As always, we've reported as 
simply and straightforwardly as we 
can the reasons for this, in the hope 
that it will help you match an amp 
to the way you personally hear and 
appreciate music.

Scores are close, but we feel we 
should, at least, justify the lower 
marks for sound given to the Opera 
and Triode amps. Quite simply, in both 
cases, we felt that the level of musical 
communication was below the group 
average. Never mind the niceties: 
that's what gets the blood flowing and 
neither amp really did it for us. For the 
rest there's plenty to choose in terms 
of specifics, but we felt the overall 
standard was largely comparable.^

Integrating a valve amp into your hi-fi system can be a challenge, but as the 
following examples demonstrate, compatibility is easier than you think

CD PLAYER:
Creek Destiny,£1,400
It may seem a little perverse to recommend a solid-state 
CD player alongside valve amps, but there's logic in 
selecting a relatively 'characterless' source component 
alongside the more individual sonic traits of a valve amp. 
This is, not least because the mixing up of characteristics 
can be a very dodgy business! The Destiny is an excellent 
digital player all round, achieving a very high standard of 
tonal neutrality, alongside terrific detail and beautifully 
effortless pace and timing. As such, it stands to make a 
perfect counterfoil to the more individual sonority of a 
fine valve amp.

TURNTABLE:
Michell Gyro SE, £1,450
You'll need to add a phono stage as none of the amps 
in this group features one, but an LP source is, let's 
face it, the perfect accompaniment to the beauty of 
valves. The outright winner in our recent turntable 
Blind-listening Group Test; the Gyro SE, offers a high 
degree of naturalness and an impressive disappearing 
act, which sees it vanish in favour of utterly believable 
musicians in front of you. In addition, its smart looks 
will in no way diminish the visual impact of a valve 
amp, while the reliability and longevity of Michell 
products are legendary.

LOUDSPEAKER:
SpendorSP2/3R2,£2,295
Another recent Blind-listening Group Test winner, this 
model is particularly well-suited to the virtues of valves, 
on several scores. For a start, it's quite an easy load. If 
valve amps have a generic weakness, it's a lack of 
tolerance for awkward loudspeakers and this is one of the 
leasttroublesome around. Quite separate from that, it is 
also of above-average efficiency, making satisfying 
volume entirely possible from the modest output of any of 
the amps in this group. Finally, and crucially, it sounds 
superb, with great timing and coherence, good detail and 
a throughly delightful willingness to enjoy the music.
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CYRUS STREAM XP
DAC/PREAMP (STREAMING) £2.000

Game
changer
After 25 years in hi-fi, Cyrus has launched three 
new streaming-compatible products.Jason
Kennedy examines the new technology

treaming is the bandwagon to be on in 2011. Any electronics manufacturer worth itssalt has realised as much and many are already fighting for a slice of what is considered to be the future of audio.Cyrus has jumped in with three new streaming-compatible products that compete head-on with the leaders in the field, each contained 

within the iconic half-width Cyrus case and bursting with features. The Streamline is the integrated solution with onboard amplification, the Stream X strips things right back to pure streaming functionality, while the Stream XP combines that with a high-quality preamp and DAC.
TheXfilesThese three products are built around the Stream X core, which can 

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Cyrus Stream XP
ORIGIN: 
UK
TYPE:
DAC/preamp 
(streaming)
WEIGHT:
3.35kg
DIMENSIONS:
WxHxD
215x78x360mm
FEATURES:
• Supported formats: 
WAV, FWC, AAC, 
MP3, WMA, AIFF
• Digital inputs: Jx 
coax, 2x optical, USB
• Digital output: coax
• Tuneln radio
• Burr-Brown 
24-bit/192kHz 
oversampliing 
DACx2
• finishes: silver or 
black
DISTRIBUTOR:
Cyrus Audio
TELEPHONE:
01480435577
WEBSITE:
cyrusaudio.com

stream wired or wirelessly, has USB and digital inputs, offers Tuneln net radio and is designed to be driven with the rather clever Cyrus n-remote (see picrure). They will stream most of the worthwhile music formats, the only notable exception being Apple Lossless, which could be an issue for iTunes enthusiasts. iPod users, however, are catered for with a digital USB input. The same input will also stream from a USB drive and the maximum bit rate for streamed inputs is 24-bit/96kHz.To this roster, the Stream XP adds rwin Burr-Brown DACs, a preamplifier with fixed and variable outputs on RCA phonos and a headphone ourput on a mini-jack socket. It's also the only model in the range that will accept the worthwhile Cyrus PSX-R power supply upgrade. It's this latter feature that marks the 
XP out as the component with the greatest audiophile potential; without it you would be forgiven for thinking that the Stream X looks like the way to go for maximum

cyrusaudio.com
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resolution. Cyrus chose to offer the 
Stream X for customers who already 
had a decent preamplifier and DAC, 
which is fair enough.

The key to all three units is the 
incredible n-remote. This not only 
drives any other component in a 
Cyrus system (and third-party 
components, to boot, as it's a 
learning device), but has two-way 
comms, so it can display all the 
pertinent information about the 
music in your 'library'.

The n-stream is a pretty ambitious 
remote for a medium-sized company: 
it's both IR and RF; has a colour 
screen and a motion sensor to turn it 
on; backlit keys and a charging base. 
So, in many respects, it's a universal 
remote that specialises in giving 
access to your digital music collection.

The company's preferred 
suggestion for music storage is 
a wired NAS drive, but rather than 
simply connecting the drive to 
your router and then wiring that 
to the Stream XP, Cyrus encourages 
the use of a switch in between.

"30,000 stations from 
around the world can 
be solved ¡n presets 
using then-remote."
These inexpensive devices are usually 
used to expand the number 
of ports on a router, but Cyrus has 
found that they provide faster and 
more reliable streaming between 
the drive and player.

As well as streaming stored 
music, the device can also bring you 
any station or podcast on the Tuneln 
net radio service. This offers 
30,000 stations from around the 
world that you can save in presets 
using the n-remote. Usefully, chosen 
stations can be synced across 
multiple devices, so that you can 
find them on your smart phone 
as well.

The total absence of analogue 
inputs on this product is unusual and 
rather undermines the unit's 
potential for vinyl users, for instance,

THE TWO MOST 
appealing ways of 
storingyour music 
for the Stream XP to 
play, are USB and 
NAS drives and each 
has its pros and cons.

A portable USB 
drive is very straight
forward to fill with 
your digital files and 
install on the player. 
It is also a cheaper 
starting point with 
1 TB examples 
starting at under 
£50, while a similar
size NAS is nearly 
three times that.

So why does Cyrus 
recommend the NAS 
approach? There are 
several reasons: you 
can sort your music 
by track; album or 
artist, rather than 
working with a fixed 
list on USB, while a 
NAS drive can stream 
content to multiple 
players in a multi
room set-up.

Equally important 
is, that as a NAS drive 
is on the network, 
it's easy to put new 
material on when you 
rip a CD or download 
new music. NAS 
drives are physically 
noisier than USBs 
(unless you go to the 
expense of an SSD) 
but can easily be 
located away from 
the system.

http://www.hifichoi


DEVIEIA/C CYRUS STREAM XPREVIEWS DAC/PREAMP (STREAMING) £2,000

Q&A...
WE TALKED TO CYRUS MD PETER 
BARTLETT ABOUT THE STREAM XP

HFC: It looks like the Stream X 
would be a more audiophile model 
than the XP. Is there a reason why 
theXP Is superior?
PB: The XP includes a very good 
preamp and DAC, so we know 
consumers will use this as the basis 
for new Cyrus systems. The X will be a 
source for existing consumers or folk 
who can stretch to the DAC XP, where 
the argument will be that the Stream 
X (as a source) will provide the same 
digital stream from your NAS, but you 
can get a higher-performance sound 
from our high-end DAC/preamp.

How does the preamp and DAC in the 
XP compare to their counterparts In 
your non-streaming range?
The streaming preamp/ DAC 
benefits from a further two years' 
of incremental development. The 
components change, depending on 
the build type, so although the PCB 
is the same for all three models the 
components and software change 
the quality and function.

Cyrus does this across the model 
range and consumers benefit at the 
high-end from the amortisation on 
development across greater volume 
and atthe low end from high-end 
design time. The Stream X and XP 
benefit from the investment we can 
afford to putinto a bigger-selling 
line. It's a design for manufacturing 
model exploited by theVW car group 
to great success. Porsche get the 
doors/structure/paint/electronics/ 
fabrication benefits ofVW and VW 
gets a marketing and specialist 
engineering spin-off.

What's the deal with Tuneln?
It's the best-funded and most future- 
proofed net radio provider. You register 
with them and get your favourite 
stations sent to all your streaming 
devices like a Stream XPoryour 
iPhone. ltwill shortly get more services 
and abilities, so we chose to go with 
them rather than the other providers.

Why no analogue Inputs?
We decided notto use themany longer, 
so we saved cost and deleted the 
analogue inputs in this all digital product.

0 USBport O DigitalinputsOFixedandvariable 
outputs

O Ethernet connection for wired 
network connection O Wi-Fi network 

aerial connector

but as it's a totally digital product up 
until the output stage, adding them 
would have increased cost.

Cyrus also thinks that analogue 
inputs would go largely unused by 
its customers and as the company 
doesn't currently make a standalone 
phono stage, it probably has a point.

Extensive options
This Stream XP is built as per all the 
company's product; in a die-cast case 
that, while not the shiniest in the 
land is, for audio purposes, extremely 
well thought-out. It provides high
resistance to vibration and more than 
adequate heat-sinking on a compact 
half-width footprint and, as Cyrus 
has pointed out in the past, because 
of the initial outlay die-cast chassis 
are pretty rare in this market.

The value equation is greatly 
enhanced by the n-remote. Look at 
the competition in this sector and 
you won't find a handset that comes 
near it in terms of breadth of 
application and ease of access to 
your music collection.

Having used the Nairn UnitiQute 
with its basic IR remote, we can 
immediately appreciate the 
advantage of having a two-way link 
that puts all the information about 
the music in your hand. Competitors 
offer apps for smart phones and 
Apple touch screens, but these can't 
drive IR components and, in our 
experience, tend to drain batteries 
when used for this purpose.There is a 
growing array of competition for 
serious streamers and Linn's Majik 
DS at £1,880 has to be a key player. 
In spec terms, it lacks inputs of any 
flavour and has no facility for 
wireless operation. It does have 
volume control and accepts digital 
streams up to 24-bit/l 92kHz, so

Q n-remote aerial

undoubtedly competes in sound
quality terms, as would a Nairn NDX 
(see HFC 345), but that is an extra 
£1,000 and has fewer digital inputs. 
But it does do wireless (though not 
advised) and can also be upgraded 
with a power supply.

Smooth operator
A product like the Stream XP is as 
much about ease of set up and use, 
as it is about sound quality and 
Cyrus appreciates this. The company 
provides a quick start-up guide for 
setting up the NAS drive with the 
player and pairing the n-remote. 
Both procedures are straightforward 
and we had the XP up and running 
in five minutes (wiring up the 
NAS drive and switch had been 
done beforehand).

It's when you come to search for

"Procedures are 
straightforward and 
we had the XP up and 
running in five minutes."
the albums and tracks on the drive 
that issues can crop up; the most 
likely one is that files ripped as WAV 
and AJFF do not maintain their 
metadata. This makes them hard to 
find in the library, because album and 
artist info gets lost. Cyrus recommends 
ripping everything as uncompressed 
FlAC, because this format has the 
greatest portability. It's also the 
format that most hi-res downloads 
come in as well.

The n-remote's buttons are a little 
stiff and scrolling through the library 
is a bit jumpy, but it's significantly 
faster than using Apple's Remote 
interface for instance. The album
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DAC/PREAMP (STREAMING) £2,000 REVIEWS

O24-bit/192kHz-capable O PSX-R upgrade port 0 Network section, 
DAC chips under module underwhite
networking board sticker is for

n-remote control

O 2.4Gn-remoteantenna OLCDdisplayand 
buttonsfor front 
panel operation

O PSUfor preamp section

artwork could also be bigger, but it's 
a clear display that is intuitive and 
easy to read.

We like Tunein radio, and its online 
interface RadioTime, and this proved 
easy to set up and quick to find 
stations with. It would be useful to be 
able to store presets from the 
handset, as this is what you have 
when exploring stations, but in other 
respects it's a good system.

We used the XP in the prescribed 
fashion, with a Twonky Media- 
equipped NAS drive and network 
switch wired direct (wireless was 
tried, but even with the router in the 
next room there was drop-out). Few 
systems are reliable without a cable.

Class of its own
The sound quality produced is 
impressive for a streamer. It's not in

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

(OdBFS): 200Wrms 
(L);2.01lrms R). 
There's a variable
level output 
capable of 
driving power 
amps directly

^^:
OdBFS): 0.003% 
(0.02%-20dBFS;
2.20%-60dBFS). 
With 24-bit/ 
96kHzsignals, 
results were 
fairly average

20Hz-20kHz+/-
0.ldB (+/-0.03dB 
L, +/• 0.07dBR).
24-bit/96kHz 
material is SHz - 
45kHz+/-0.6dB

@lOkHz(Lto 
R):-93dB;(Rto
L): •93dB. Those 
with audiophile 
hearing won't 
hearanything 
untoward here

(GRANGE:
96dB.With 
24-bit/96kHz 
material, we 
measured 
a lOOdB 
dynamic range

the front league, but there are 
few streamer/DAC/preamps in 
this price range for comparison 
and we found the results very 
good indeed. The bass is not the 
most weighty, but is never short 
on agility; sinuous bass guitar
playing is very easy to enjoy as 
are great voices, thanks to a 
little added richness which helps 
to flesh things out. It's not the 
most transparent midband in the 
business but voices do work well, 
revealing plenty of ambience and 
emotional intent.
If you are after a hard-hitting 
sound, then there are more 
expensive alternatives, but those 
who want to relax with their music 
will find much to enjoy here.

As a digital preamp using an 
S/PDIF input, the character is a little

JON BURCHAM 
(head of marketing at 
Cyrus), recommends 
putting your music 
on a NaS drive that 
has UPnP and DLNA 
onboard, so that 
it can run a media 
server such as 
Twonky Media.

Cyrus recommends 
using a RAID- 
protected NAS drive, 
which backs up your 
music to a second 
drive and cites the 
WO My Book World 
Edition II as a good 
example (1TB £142).

For amplification, 
the Cyrus X Power, at £1,15o, is the most 
affordable option 
that will do the XP 
justice, while the 
Mono X 300 is the 
ultimate choice.

As for speakers, 
Cyrus distributes 
the Vienna Acoustics 
range and Jon sites 
the Beethoven Baby 
Grand (£3,300) as 
the place to start.

The XP can, of 
course, be augmented 
with a PSX-R power 
supply and the 
system above 
would undoubtedly 
benefit from this 
£500 upgrade.

more open and clear-cut (than 
streaming), but not dramatically 
so. We recalled that Cyrus likes 
DNM single-core cables, so tried 
an interconnect with the XP This 
tilts the balance upward and 
gives a bit more bite to leading 
edges, which helps with dynamics.

The Stream XP is a remarkably 
flexible and capable piece of kit 
that's allied to a very impressive 
remote handset. Not having to 
point the thing in the right direction 
is a luxury in itself! As an overall 
streaming package, the Cyrus 
approach is commendably 
straightforward to set up and use.

The standard of sound quality is 
high and, while not quite up with 
pricier rivals, there is no alternative 
that offers so many features and this 
puts it in a class of its own. •

Hi-Fi Choice

SOUNO QUALITY

****
VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES 
★ ★★★★

OUR VERDICT
LIKE: High feature count; 
easy to use thanks to the 
n-remote; easy to set up, too

DISLIKE: Could have 
a bit more leading
edgedefinition

WE SAY: An easytouse 
streaming preamp/DAC, 
with a great combination of 
sound qualityand features

OVERALL

****j
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The art 
of sound
Jason Kennedy puts a £1,700 German-made 
newcomer from Acoustic Signature against 
rivals from Pro-Ject and Well Tempered

n^^^J ust when you thought 
that you could relax with 
your record collection 
along comes another 

contender with a substantial range of 
serious-looking turntables.

What's surprising, however, is that 
despite having UK representation for 
some time, it's only in the last few 
months that we have discovered 
Acoustic Signature, of which the 
Manfred Mk II is one of the German 
company's more affordable offerings. 
It comes with an outboard power 

supply and a free-standing motor 
and the diamond polished platter 
sets it apart from an increasingly 
large crowd of competitors at this 
level, as does switchable speed 
control. It can be supplied with any 
Rega tonearm, or a base to the arm 
of your choice.

The essentials
This is a superbly put together 
turntable; everything about it oozes 
quality, from the real wood veneer 
finish to the beautifully polished 

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Acoustic Signature 
Manfred Mkll
ORIGIN:
Germany
TYPE:
Turntable and arm
WEIGHT: 
16kg
DIMENSIONS:
WxHxD: 
430x170x340mm
FEATURES:
• Electronic speed 
change 33/45
• Separate S Alpha 
power supply 
•Adjustable VTA for 
Rega arms
• Oil-free bearing
• Finishes: maple, 
cherry (shown), 
piano black or white
DISTRIBUTOR:
Air Audio
TELEPHONE: 
01491 629629
WEBSITE: 
acoustic-signature. 
corn

platter. There are not many examples 
of solid aluminium platters in the 
sub-£2,000 arena anyrnore. Perhaps 
because it's an expensive material to 
finish well and requires some means 
of damping to stop ringing. The 
Acoustic Signature has a large 
damping pad on the underside of the 
platter for this very purpose.

The platter itself is 34mm thick 
and weighs six kilos. Acoustic 
Signature has used sintered bronze 
inserts that have been infused with 
lubricant in the bearing housing, so 
that you don't need to add oil which 
is a boon if you have to repack the 
deck at any time. The thrust pad 
that supports the spindle is made 
of Tidorfolon, a material that 
Acoustic Signature developed 
specifically for the purpose. An alloy 
of vanadium, ferrite, Teflon and 
titanium, Tidorfolon is a relatively 
soft material which mates with a 
hard tungsten carbide ball at the tip 
of the bearing shaft or axle. (see 
comments Question Time p62).

The plinth is 38mm thick and 
made of veneered MDF It sits on 
three large aluminium feet, which
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ACOUSTIC SIGNATURE MANFRED MKll DCVIEIAJC
TURNTABLE £1.699 REVIEWS

are adjustable for height using a 
metal button in the centre. The 
Manfred turntables shown on the 
Acoustic Signature website appear 
to have spikes in the feet which are 
no longer supplied, but are available 
on request.

^Efi

o

We particularly like the way that the 
cleanly machined motor housing fits 
into a circular cut-out in the corner of 
the plinth. It looks as if it's integrated 
and contrasts rather well with the 
wood veneer. The motor has a large 
drilled-out pulley that runs at a

HOW IT 
COMPARES

WE WERE ABLE to 
directly compare 
the Manfred with 
two other similarly 
priced turntables 
using the same 
Dynavector 
cartridge. These 
were the Pro-Ject 
RPM10.1 (£2,000) 
and the Well 
Tempered Simplex 
(£1,750).Both 
turntables are 
supplied with 
a tonearm.

The RPM10.1 
is a more relaxed 
and substantial- 
sounding turntable 
than the Manfred 
and while not 
as taut, does 
have better bass 
extension and 
stronger imaging.

The Well Tempered 
on the other hand, 
has mercurial timing 
and is tremendously 
engaging in 
the context of a 
surprisingly solid 
and calm delivery.

Where the 
Manfred scores 
over most of these 
is in its finish, which 
is clearly ahead of 
the pack.

slower speed than usual. When it's 
started up, it appears to run 
anti-clockwise while it brings the 
platter up to speed via a square 
section rubber drive belt.

The standard arm mount for this 
turntable is an aluminium one for 
Rega tonearms, like the RB25 l 
fitted here, but the company can 
supply alternative plates to suit any 
nine-inch arm.

Power is supplied by a separate 
S Alpha motor controller; this 
converts AC mains to DC current and 
has a precision oscillator to deliver a 
12-volt AC sine wave to the motor. 
This supply is said to be impervious 
to fluctuations in the mains and to 
isolate the motor from any noise. 
The S Alpha also provides switchable 
speed change, but does not transform

"The Manfred has an 
honest, almost clinical 
sound that enthusiasts 
will appreciate."
the mains onboard; instead there is a 
separate inline transformer with an 
IEC inlet. This means you have three 
elements connected together to 
produce a motor that spins at the 
desired speed. As it turns out, it spins 
very slightly faster than 33.3rpm 
(according to our strobe disc) 
probably to offset stylus drag.

Long-time running
In terms of build and finish, the 
Manfred is in the premier league 
of turntables at its price point. 
Separate power supplies are not 
common at this level and, as already

O High-pressure die-cast 
silicon alloy tube ORed dotis anti-skate 

adjuster O Counterweighton 
threaded stub

O VTAadjustment screw
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O Large diameter aluminum pulley

O Motor is free standing and run from a 
separate power supply

mentioned, metal platters are pretty rare, too.Competitors such as Michell have fully suspended models for rather less, however, and the Manfred's apparent lack of methods to keep resonance at bay will be a concern for anyone with a wooden floor.There is nothing in the way of tonearm damping, either (Townshend and Well Tempered both have features on turntables at this price which seek to quell resonance in the tonearm so that the cartridge can do a better job). The only resonances that the design addresses are those in the platter, where a damping pad below and felt mat above attempt to minimise any problems.The bearing is clearly interesting as Michell has developed a selflubricating inverted bearing, but few individual companies have created a

ft

O Aluminum base for Rega tonearms 
incorporates VTA adjustment

OTidorfolon thrust pad sits at base of 
sintered bronze bearing shaft

material like Tidorfolon specifically for a turntable. Thanks to this proprietary technology, the bearing design is said to reach optimum performance within 15 minutes and to operate flawlessly for at least ten years, the period for which it is guaranteed.Another nice touch is that the inner part of the arm plate can be raised and thus used to adjusted VTA (vertical tracking angle) with Rega arms that otherwise require spacers for this purpose.
Crank it upThe Manfred, combined with an RB251 arm and a Dynavector DV-20X2L moving coil, produces a clean and taut sound that digs deep into the mix for the fine details and responds well to better recordings. It might look a bit similar to an LP12, but it

QUESTION 
TIME

WESPOKETO
Gunther Frohnhoefer 
at Acoustic Signature 
about the Manfred.
HFC: Why did you 
feel the need to 
develop Tidorfolon? 
GF: The classic approach is a steel axle against a steel or harder material thrust pad with oil lubrication. This results in very high pressure at the bearing point if its supporting a heavy platter. There's no way that oil can remain at that interface and as a result the axle runs more or less dry without lubrication which causes wear and noise.Teflon may work with light platters, but not with platters over 7kgs or more. Teflon is simply too soft. So we developed a product which combines the self lubricating characteristics of Teflon with much more hardness and stability. The result is a self-healing bearing which can handle loads up to 25kg.
HFC: Why is there no 
attempt to isolate 
the turntable from 
external vibration? 
GF: I personally don't like isolation systems. They always lead to a loss of detail and dynamics. To achieve good isolation without negative effects a lot of technology and money needs to be spent and this is not possible in a reasonably priced product.

has a rather more precise and grounded sound.The RB25 l also seems like a rather basic arm for such a well, put- together turntable and its relatively low mass counterweight is not perfect for cartridges like the Dynavector. Nonetheless, the results are pretty entertaining and revealing, thanks to its ability to resolve subtleties in the context of decent timing.It's not as on-the-ball as some other turntables at this level, but it's no slouch either. When it comes to playing different types of music, it has the ability to distinguish between the instruments lower down in the mix, as well as those that take centre stage. Voices are clean and open, too, with good image solidity. But even if this clear-cut presentation is a little short on romance by vinyl standards, the Manfred Mk II still has an honest, almost clinical sound that detail enthusiasts will appreciate.What most appeals is the stability of the sound; it might not be as thrilling as some other designs, but its imaging and pacing are extremely consistent, benefitting albums like Keith Jarrett's Koln Concert with its repetitive motifs on solo piano.
Keeps you hookedThe Manfred Mk II has a lot going for it in terms of both detail and resolution. Its only shortcoming is a lack of spark and it doesn't always resolve the terra firma of recordings enough to convince you that they are happening right there in the room.It's likely that a better tonearm would help in this respect, but we have not found the RB251 wanting in the past; it may lack refinement, but is not short on charm.All-in-all, the Manfred looks great, but doesn't capture the imagination quite as well as the best in class. •

The Manfred Mkll has a lot going for it 
in terms of both detail and resolution Hi-Fi Choice

OUR VERDICTSOUND QUALITY
***"'VALUE FOR MONEY
BUILD QUALITY
*****FEATURES
*****

LIKE: Well built, with electronic speed change and plentyofdetailOISUKE: Not the best at the price, despite obvious attention to detailWE SAY: This turntable does a lotofthingswell, but doesn't always draw you into the musicOVERALL
★ ★★>
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FURUTGCH Refinement Has a New Name
Debuting Furutech’s Top-of-the-Line Flux Cable seriesPure Transmission Teclinolngy

Flux Cable Series

Lineflux (RCA)Speakerflux Lineflux (XLR)

Jumperflux-BJumperflux-S

Furutech a (Alpha) OCC Pure Transmission conductors terminated with 
beautifully-engineered high performance rhodium-plated connectors. The 
substantially-built extremely nonresonant connector bodies are finished in 
layered carbon fiber and nonmagnetic stainless steel providing improved 
mechanical damping for greater resolution, clarity, and powerful dynamics.

Sound Fowndations
25 New Road, Blackwater
Camberley, Surrey, GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel :+44(0) 1276 501 392 info@soundfowndations.co.uk

NEW 2010! FP-1363-S
FP-1363-D
High End Performance BS-1363 wall 
sockets with Pure Copper 
conductors. Rhodium or Gold plated.

Furutech Co., Ltd. Tokyo Japan
service@furutech.com www.furutech.com

¿Xadl
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Introducing Alpha Design Labs

Furutech is justifiably proud of its reputation for engineering, build quality and 
performance, and has won the loyal support of audio enthusiasts worldwide 
for their finely made and beautiful sounding cables and audio accessories. Now 
Furutech greatly expands its reach with a new entry-level line called ADL 
(Alpha Design Labs). ADL was created by Furutech to imbue its Pure Transmis
sion Technology into carefully engineered innovative designs that everyone 
can afford. ADL components and cables are made with the same dedication to 
total resonance control and refinement as all of Furutech's many cables and 
accessories.

dLPFdLine - Plus ALPbÀLinc-1 diPhâLInc-P

Powerflux - 18UK

/ / ' i

FI-UK1363(R) 
Fl-UK1363(G)
High End Performance UK mains 
plug, straight or angled.

ADL GT40 USB DAC with Phono stage !

The GT40 records vinyl and other analog sources at 16/44.1 or 24/96 
using its bidirectional USB connection and switchable Line, Phono 
MM/MC analog inputs, plus it features L/R analog outputs, a separate 
headphone amplifier, gold-plated Teflon-insulated RCA jacks in a 
high-quality aluminum chassis with a beautifully machined volume 
knob. CD Redbook 16/44.1 and especially 24/96 files reveal a vivid, 
captivating sound unheard of at this price.

Alpha design Labs Tokyo Japan
service@adl-av.com www.adl-av.com

Sound Fowndations
25 New Road, Blackwater
Camberley, Surrey, GU17 9AY Great Britain
Tel : + 44(0) 1276 501 392 info@soundfowndations.co.uk

mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk
mailto:service@furutech.com
http://www.furutech.com
mailto:service@adl-av.com
http://www.adl-av.com
mailto:info@soundfowndations.co.uk


ADVERTISEMENT

Finally...
our definitive answer
to the audio cable debate
How can a mains cable make 
any difference?
How can one metre or so of cable 

between the socket and your Hi-Fi 

possibly make any difference to its sound? 

Well, in our opinion, based on years of 

detailed research and listening, it can 

make a huge difference - indeed, in many 

cases, we believe it can bring about a 

greater improvement than actually 

upgrading the piece of hardware itself.

Numerous customers have commented 

that their enjoyment of music has been 

dramatically enhanced after upgrading 

their mains cables. Here's just one 

example:

"I don't often provide feedback. The fact that 

I have done so is an indication of how good 

I think this cable is... it is difficult to describe 

just how fantastic the system is now 

beginning to sound... There is a clarity and 

Classic
PowerKord™

focus to such a degree that I can now hear 

individual strings on guitars when chords are 

played. Where musicians were in the 

background before, they now accompany 

vocals in sharp focus and with tremendous 

subtlety. Absolutely beautiful... When I 

bought my CD player, I also auditioned 

other players that were considerably more 

expensive. In my opinion, the improvement 

gained with the SuperKord is greater than I 

could have achieved by spending the money 

upgrading my player: Mr Waghorn, Kent

How do you decide?
There's a lot been said about mains cables 

over the years. We have pioneered 

research into this area since the 1970s.

Russ launched the very first high-fidelity 

mains cable back in 1985. At the time they 

were considered with suspicion; as outside 

the mainstream of accepted Hi-Fi wisdom.

Even today mains cables still remain 

controversial. Those who have listened to 

them, and used them, swear by them. The 

Hi-Fi press give them five star reviews. But 

there are still sceptics, and that's good. 

No-one should ever just take what we 

say for granted.

But, when you have these 

conflicting opinions, who do you 

believe? How do you decide who 

to trust?

Russ Andrews Classic PowerKord™
/Eight woven, hyper-pure copper conductors 

/Teflon® insulation
/Flexible protective sheathing 

/Fitted with Wattgate™ 320i IEC
/Fitted with a Russ Andrews Fuse

1 m cable £113.95

Well, here at Russ Andrews 

Accessories, we believe that the 

best person to decide whether 

one of our mains cables can 

improve your listening 

pleasure... is you!

Simply put, you are the Kimber Tonik 
expert on your system. analogue 

interconnectNot us. Not the reviewers.
Not the sceptics. YOU.
That's why all standard-length Russ 
Andrews and Kimber cables and 
accessories come with a no quibble, 
60 day money back guarantee.

The Definitive Test
Order your cables from us and you get a 

full 60 days to listen and decide for 

yourself. If, after that time, you are not 

convinced that the product you have 

bought significantly improves your 

listening or viewing pleasure, send it back 

to us and we'll give you your money back. 
Simple as that. No argument. No quibble. 

Just a full refund and a thank you from us 

for giving them a try.

Here are a couple of our Award-winning 

cables that make an excellent starting 

point for upgrading your system:

Kimber Tonik analogue interconnect
/Three Ultra-pure copper conductors
/Polyethylene insulation
/Kimber UltraTike™ phonos

O.Sm pair £55.50

Order NOW on 0845 345 1550 lntte1:+44 1S39 797300 

or visit www.russandrews.com

m3 Klfv13ER KABLE
Exclusive UK distributor

Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

http://www.russandrews.com


REVIEWSREGA DAC
DIGITAL-TO-ANALOGUE CONVERTOR £498

Only way 
is Essex
Rega's first ever DAC, a £500 five-filter mini 
marvel, is here and Technical Consultant 
Richard Black has (five) stars in his eyes ...t’s always hard to resist a sense of humour. When we opened up this DAC the first thing we noticedwas the large and clear text on the circuit board, saying, 'Best used with EL84 valves'. Given that Rega has never made a single valve product in its several decades in business, this is clearly tongue-in-cheek. But then the whole idea of a Rega DAC was something of a surprise at first; the company having previously been in favour of keeping CD transport and DAC all together as one product.
Bit bucketsStill, it's not just, or even principally, CD that's the intended source for the DAC. With digital audio increasingly coming from computer-type sources, often at higher resolution than CD's 16-bit/44kHz sampling, Rega sees this more as an adjunct to nonaudiophile 'bit buckets' including computers, servers and so on.Accordingly, it has a USB input alongside the usual electrical and optical S/PDIF and is My compatible with high sample rates, up to and including 192kHz. At least it is via S/PDIF, as the USB input only handles sample rates up to 48kHz.

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
** ★**
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES 

★ ★★★★

LIKE: Detailed, sweet. 
wellfeatured andflexible

DISLIKE: Imaging often 
seems a touch distant;
USB inputonlygood to 
48kHz; no remote control

WESAY: A little stunner, 
combining genuinely 
high-end sound with a 
goodfeature set

OVERALL

*****

Five filter funFront-panel buttons select between the five inputs and also the five filters. User-selectable filters are a popular option these days, not least because many DAC chips offer this internally The Wolfson part chosen by Rega is such a device and the company has opted to make all its offerings available. These are actually slightly different depending on sample frequency, but include as Option One the classic linear-phase filter typical of most CD players and also minimum-phase implementations.Filters Four and Five are nonaliasing types, which we would recommend as other filter slopes allow some aliasing distortion to occur. We ended up using Filter Four for most of the listening. There's no 'upsampling' - except that there is, of course, because digital filtering in a DAC intrinsically involves upsampling and has done since the first Philips CD players in about 1983.This is a well-made and efficiently assembled product. The back panel is neatly laid out and the insides contain few 'brand name' components. It locks almost instantly to an input and gave us no trouble at all in use.

Life and subtletyRega is one of those brands strongly associated in the general hi-fi consciousness with a certain 'house sound': pretty much the sound of the Planar turntables, which was always lively and rhythmic, if not necessarily always the most subtle.Based on our experience with the company's audio electronics, we'd urge caution over making assumptions like that and this DAC certainly doesn't do anything to support them. Not that rhythm is slack, nor is life missing from the sound - quite the opposite, both are admirable. It's just that they are very much in proportion with less 'Rega-ish' traits such as detail and finesse, silkysmooth upper midrange and treble and a generally delightful all-round confidence that we adored.There's also a lack of hi-fi show- off tendencies; so no super- analytical detail or implausibly punchy bass. Instead, there's the kind of detail that's there when you want it, but not obtrusive when you don't. Plus bass which may not always seem dramatic, but packs a serious punch when required. Treble extension is similarly effortless and unforced.

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
RegaDAC
ORIGIN: UK
WPE:DAC
WEIGHT:
4kg

DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
215x80x270mm
FEATURES:
• USB input
•2opticalS/PDIF 
inputs
•2electricalS/PDIF 
inputs
• Electrical and 
opticalS/PDIF 
outputs
• Unbalanced audio 
output
•5selectablefilter 
responses
• Sample rates 
32-192kHz
DISTRIBUTION:
Rega Research Ltd
TELEPHONE: 
01702 333071
WEBSITE: 
rega.co.uk

Distant imagesIf there's a weakness in the DAC's performance, it's a minor one and concerns imaging. It seemed to us, using CD sources and also high-res ones (some of them made by us), that images are just a litrle further away than we're used to. That's preferable to having them too close, which can be quite unsetrling, but deserves mention. We soon got used to it, though and came to ignore it.That apart, it's hard to find anything to criticise. The technical performance is as assured as the subjective and for the very modest price, this seems to be very much the product to beat just now. •
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MUSICAL FIDELITY Ml CDT AND Ml DAC
CD TRANSPORT &800; DAC £400
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MUSICAL FIDELITY

UPSAMPLING 
0/A CONVERTOR

Split the
difference
DACs are all the rage (again), so we ask if two 
boxes can be better than one? EdSelley seeks 
answers from Musical Fidelity's two-box Ml

usical Fidelity has returned from its latest period of reinvention on something of a roll andthe rapid release of new products shows no signs of abating. Following on from the headphone and integrated amps, this is our first experience of the new range of digital products from the company.The Ml DAC has been on sale for a few months now, but has recently been joined by the partnering Ml CDT. This is a brand

new product and is, perhaps, the more unusual one of the two. With the general consensus apparently being that all DACs being sold are for a future of computer and streamed audio, the release of a dedicated CD transport into the market might seem an unusual one. Together, the two products make a £1,000 CD player so naturally we elected to review them as a pair to see if the two-box approach still brings something to CD replay that one box players do not.

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Musical Fidelity Ml 
CDT and Ml DAC
ORIGIN:
UK/Taiwan
TYPE:
CD transport 
and DAC
WEIGHT:
3.Skg(each)
DIMENSIONS:
WxHxD: 
220xl 1 Ox300mm 
(each)
FEATURES:
•AES/EBU interface 
between units
• Coaxial and optical 
inputs and outputs
• USB input on the 
DAC
• Inhaler drive 
mechanism
DISTRIBUTOR:
Musical Fidelity
TELEPHONE: 
020 8900 2866
WEBSITE:
musicalfidelity.com

UPSAMPLING 
AT 192kHz

COAXJAL

INPUT SELECT

Neat touchesThe £400 Ml DAC is, at first glance, relatively conventional, but proves to contain some neat touches. The half-width chassis contains four inputs selectable from the front panel. The optical, coaxial and USB inputs are expected, but the fourth, an AES balanced input, is more unusual at the price. This, combined with the matching balanced analogue output, allows the Ml DAC to operate in a balanced mode which, if not an absolute guarantee of good performance, is usually a sign that the internals are of reasonable quality. The internals comprise a Burr-Brown DSDl 796 DAC chip (supported by a SRC4392 chip) that allows all digital material the Ml DAC receives to be upsampled to 24-bit/192kHz.Another positive feature is that the rear panel features a full-size IEC mains input, rather than relying on a wall wart power supply. While the internal PSU of the Ml isn't especially large (not that it needs to be), the result is neater for installation and the unit proves totally silent in use.
66 IfflChOlce JUNE 2011 ^^w.hifichoice.co.uk
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MUSICAL FIDELITY Ml CDT AND Ml DAC DCWIElAfC
CD TRANSPORT £600; DAC £400 REVIEWS

The £600 Ml CDT is an identical 
size to the DAC and together the 
units are the equivalent of a single 
full-width component. Its rear 
panel is conventional enough, but 
features the matching AES output to 
feed the DAC as well as more 
conventional optical and coaxial 
feeds for other DACs.

The mechanism is an inhaler-type 
drive and is the same specification to 
the M3 CD, although the mechanisms 
for the transport are apparently 
handpicked for the purpose. The 
result is an elegant-looking unit, 
although like all drives of this type 
the Ml CDT will 're-inhale' a CD 
partially ejected and left poking out 
of the front if you do not remove it 
relatively quickly - which can be an 
annoyance if you have mislaid the box.

Like the DAC, the CDT also 
features a full-size mains input on 
the rear panel. A remote handset 
borrowed from the M3i allows for 
track selection and volume control 
of Musical Fidelity amps.

Impressively solid
The fit and finish of both units is 
good. The front panels are attractive 
and well laid out, and they both feel 
impressively solid. They make an 
interesting comparison to the current 
crop of CD players fitted with digital 
inputs. Combining the DAC and CDT 
via their AES connection gives you a

»

CONNECTIONS

O Conventional unbalanced 
digital outputs

O AESbalanced output

O BalancedXLR output Q Unbalanced RCA output

OIRinandoutfor 
system control

OUSB,opticaland 
coaxialinputs

OFull-sizelEC 
mains socket

OMatchingAESinput 
suitablefor connecting 
theMICDT

HOW IT 
COMPARES

WITH THE TREND for 
CD sales seemingly 
ever downwards, the 
decision to release 
a CD transport in 
2011 makes more 
sense than it might 
at first appear.

The Ml CDT is 
competitively priced 
and, as well as 
making a perfect 
partner for the Ml 
DAC, it will also 
work equally well 
when connected 
directly to the 
digital inputs of the 
M6 preamp (HFC 
340), or indeed the 
inputs of any similar 
amplifier - not least 
the AES input of the 
magnificent Onkyo 
M3000PRE preamp 
(HFC 345).

With digital 
inputs appearing 
on more and 
more products, 
the relatively 
cost-effective 
Ml CDT makes 
a considerable 
amount of sense 
for those who 
aren't quite finished 
with CD, but are 
buying products 
with digital inputs.

CD player that is fined with optical, 
coaxial and USB inputs for additional 
sources. In addition, the two boxes 
can live side-by-side on a shelf, be 
stacked, or indeed be placed a 
considerable distance from one another. 
Come the need to upgrade, the 
two-box layout allows for one box to 
be upgraded at a rime. The only 
downside to this is that two mains 
sockets will be required, but 
otherwise, the combination exhibits 
considerable flexibility as a pairing 
and has to be considered good value 
at £1,000.

Listening to the units connected via 
the AES connection and via the 
balanced output of the DAC show 
that the pairing is sonically 
competitive as well. The overall 
impression is one of even-

"This is a capable duo 
that stands comparison 
to any £1,000 cD player 
we have tested."
handedness and there is a sense that 
the Ml's main ability is to get out of 
the way of the music and let the disc 
speak for itself. This seems to be 
largely down to a flat presentation 
with no discernable lift at any part in 
the frequency. This may not sound 
desperately exciting, but the ability 
of the duo to bring as little of 
themselves as possible is great for 
anyone seeking either a neutral 
system or wanting to introduce 
colouration via their amplification or 
speakers - in other words, at a point 
where all sources would benefit.

Low-end weight
The bass and mid bass reproduction 
is extremely adept. There is 
considerable low-end weight to 
proceedings, but the bass avoids 
any sense of being overblown or 
overbearing. Orchestral pieces, 
in particular, benefit from a 
fabulously natural low-end presence 
that greatly aids realism. Tonality 
with vocals and instrnments is also 
very good with excellent decay to 
plucked strings and piano notes. 
This is further helped by an excellent 
and convincing soundstage that 
usually gives performers space to 
breathe. The unforced naturalness 
that results makes this a very easy 
source to listen to for long periods.

When compared to competitors 
such as Audiolab's extremely 
advanced 8200CD (HFC 340), the 
Musical Fidelity combination is less 
detailed and revealing, but in many

www.hifichoice.co.uk JUNE 2011 lifiChOice 67
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REVIEWS MUSICAL FIDELITY Ml CDT AND Ml DACCD TRANSPORT £600; DAC £400

HIDDEN TECH

M1DACCA

OConnectionsforfront, 
panel lights and 
controls

O Upsampler Burr-Brown o Burr-Brown DAC OPowersupply 
arrangements

Ol nhalertypel 
mechanism

O Servoboard O Digitaloutputfunctions O Powersupplyboard

ways more natural, as well as being more forgiving of poor recordings.Timing is assured, but the pairing does not inject additional vitality into recordings; this is because Musical Fidelity amps need no help in this regard; but if you are partnering with another amp that is equally neutral, you may find the pairing lacks a sense of excitement. Others will appreciate the extremely even-handed nature of the performance.
Main influenceListening to other inputs on the DAC, via other CD and DVD players, as well as USB from PC, reveals that the Ml DAC is the main influence of the sonic signature and has to be considered something of a star for

the £400 asking price. The same natural, unforced presentation comes through from all inputs and the DAC treads a fine line between being revealing enough to bring details to the forefront, while ensuring that compressed material stays listenable.The unbalanced RCA output of the DAC - once you have adjusted the levels - has the same qualities as the XLR output; although, we preferred the balanced one, if only because both amplifiers we tried it with also work better over XLR.The Ml pairing impressed us greatly This is a well-thought-out and capable duo that stands comparison to any £1,000 CD player we have tested recently. The performance with CD via the

CDT is excellent and the performance of other equipment connected to the Ml DAC is equally strong.The DAC is the more costeffective component of the two takes some beating for £400. As a £1,000 CD player, the addition of the CDT makes for an engaging combination with considerable flexibility in performance.There is no shortage of competition at or around the 
£1,000 price point and there will be people who prefer to buy a single box and be done with it, but if you are looking for a player which artfully combines a very natural presentation and brings very little of the character of the electronics to the performance, the Ml system demand an audition. •

THEFIRST THOUGHT 
for partnering 
the Ml pair is the 
£1,000 Musical 
Fidelity M3i (HFC 
337). The resulting 
£2,000 combination 
should have a 
likeable sound and 
excellent features.

We also 
feel that the 
Electrocompaniet 
ECl3 (HFC332) 
ought to be 
considered. This 
was the pairing 
we usedin testing 
and the balanced 
output ofthe 
Ml DACworked 
superblywith the 
matching input of 
the fully balanced 
Electrocompaniet. 
The result was 
an engaging and 
punchy duowith 
superb dynamics.

Speaker choice, 
as ever, will depend 
heavily on the size 
of the room, but the 
Totem Sttaf (HFC 
340) ought to 
workwell in all, 
but the largest or 
smallest rooms.

TECH LABS Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE OUR VERDICT
Excellent

Above 
average 
Average

Below 
average

Poor ^ra
155.Sps: 
oneofthe 
best jitter 
measurements 
we've seen

Wth 24-bit/96kHz 
material, we 
achieved a good 
dynamic range 
of114dB.

^^: 
0.003%(0.02% 
-20dBFS; 2.04% 
-60dBFS) Within 
the constraints 
of30-year-old 
technology, these 
measurements 
are commendable

20Hz-20kHz 
+/-0.ldB 
(+/-0.066dBL, 
+/-0.065dBR).A 
barely perceptible 
rise from 5kHz 
to 15kHz

^^^^@

(Lto R):-93dB; 
(RtoL):-93dB. 
Respectable in 
measurement 
terms -should 
not be audible 
whatsoever

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUEFOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES

*****

LIKE:: Clean, open sound 
with impressive features 
and flexibility
DISLIKE: Inhaler drive 
tends to 'eat' CDs that 
are not extracted
WE SAY: Talented 
combination with excellent 
sound quality and useful 
additional features

OVERALL

■w * wxn
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P ro-lect
• AUDIO - -S Y S T E M S

Xperience, gained ...

Distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd. 
www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk, 01235 511166

V Pack, now including: 
Ortofon Vivo Blue cartridge 
Pro-ject Evolution tone arm 
Pro-ject Xperience turntable 
Price tag -£1,0 00

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:info@henleydesigns.co.uk


Home of the finest Audio equipment
UNISON

Unison 
Research 

Unico 
Nuovo, 

Integrated 
Amplifier

'A Thoroughbred' 
- Hi Fi Choice

PAU OS

F|| UNISO N

Unison 
Research 

Unico CDE 
Twin DAC

Valve CD Player 
with twin DAC - 

Best Buy & Group 
Test winner 
HiFi Choice

Opera 
Grand Callas 
Loudspeakers
A beautiful 
listening 
experience.

Pathos 
Acoustics 
lnPol Remix
10 Watts of pure 
Musical Pleasure.

THO^R@!S

Thorens 
TD-309 

Turntable
European 
Turntable 

of the Year 
2010/2011.

|| UNISON

Unison 
Research 
56 Integrated 
Amplifier
A radical departure 
from the original 
56, which was 
in continuous 
production for 
almost ten years.

Please check out the UKD web site for information on all of our products and special offers/promotions.



REVIEWSDYNAMIOUE TEMPEST AND CYCLONE
INTERCONNECT (I METRE) £216:SPEAKER CABLE (3 METRE PAIR) £376

Dyna 
might
Cable newcomer Dynamique specialises in 
carefully specified, handmade cables. Richard 
Black puts them up against the establishment

ynamique is a new 
name in British cables. 
Handmade on the Sussex 
coast, the company

caught our eye due to its insistence 
on carefully specifying its cables and 
constructing them all by hand. The 
range is sizeable and silver seems to 
be the favourite conductor material, 
with Teflon (PTFE) the dielectric 
(insulator) of choice.

If the budget doesn't stretch to 
silver, as in the case of the Cyclone 
speaker cable tested here, then 
silver-plated copper will suffice. Our 
other test subject, the Tempest 
interconnect, has an interesting 
feature: of its four conductors (two 
each 'hot' and 'cold'), two are pure 
silver and two silver-plated copper.

It's not obvious what this might 
achieve, but the use of four 
conductors is sensible enough, 
giving a 'star-quad' geometry which 
is notably immune to hum pickup 
and provides a degree of screening 
(there's no screen as such).

Banana plugs
Both cables feature a resonance 
damper, claimed to damp mechanical 
vibrations in the cable which could, 
says Dynamique, affect sound.

It has to be said that likely effects 
in practice would be many dB 
below normal signal level and 
we're unconvinced in principle. 
That doesn't mean, however, that 
it has no contribution to make!

Terminations on both cables 
are well done, with gold-plated 
Furukawa banana plugs on the 
speaker cable and Eichmann Bullet 
plugs on the interconnect.

Cable character
We tried these cables in various 
situations: running the Tempest 
between a phono stage and line 
preamp; downstream of 
a couple of CD players and then 
from preamp to power amp. The 
Cyclone drove our habitual ATC 
and Bowers & Wilkins speakers 
from various amps.

Despite this plethora of demanding 
partnering equipment, we didn't find 
much evidence of real character for 
either cable; they are both rather 
characterless; that is, they don't 
impose themselves on the music. 
Unless you are of the mindset that 
likes to regard cables as tuning 
devices, that's very much 
a point in their favour; neutrality 
being a hi-fi Holy Grail.

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT’:
Tempest 
interconnect/ 
Cyclone speaker 
cable
ORIGIN:
UK

FEATURES:
• (Tempest) Solid 
silver and silver- 
plated copper 
conductors
• PTFE insulation
• Star-quad 
geometry
• Eichmann 'Bullet' 
phono plugs
• NeutrikXLR plugs 
optional
• 6mm diameter
• (Cyclone) Silver- 
plated copper 
conductors
• PTFE insulation
•Twisted figure-8 
geometry
• Furukawa 0-Z 
banana plugs
• Spade connectors 
optional
• 6mm diameter
DISTRIBUTOR:
Dynamique Audio
TELEPHONE:
01234 567890
WEBSITE: 
dynamiqueaudio. 
cam

Near-faultless
There are certain observations which 
are legitimate to make about these 
cables. First, they are near-faultlessly 
neutral in the midband. We found 
the Tempest interconnect just a 
touch more assured in the bass 
then the Cyclone; the latter seeming 
ever-so-slightly self-effacing in the 
lowest octave and lacking a little 
impact and precision. In the treble, 
by contrast, the Cyclone seemed 
the more detailed, while the 
Tempest didn't quite give the 
sort of insight we've heard from 
favourite interconnects.

Dynamic Dynamique!
Both cables present precise and 
stable images, with very good 
depth definition, which is often a 
particular weakness of cables. 
And with the brand's name in mind, 
we were delighted to hear excellent 
dynamics on offer; swinging from 
loud to soft effortlessly without 
compression or exaggeration.

The only reservation we ended 
up with concerns value. Handmade 
cables aren't the cheapest and 
we can think of established 
models in each category which 
compete strongly at the price. 
All the same, they are both well 
worth an audition. •

Choice
VERDICT -TEMPEST
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
★ ★★★
BUILD QUALITY
*****
COMPATIBILITY 
★ ★★★★

LIKE: Open and detailed 
sound with a very 
neutral midrange
DISLIKE: Treble can 
sometimes seem a 
little closed-in
WE SAY: Good 
performance with a price 
that reflects the smalf 
scale, UK built production

OVERALL****j
WFi Choice
VERDICT -
SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
COMPATIBILITY

★ ★★★★

CYCLONE
LIKE: Nicely detailed 
with neutral mid; treble 
has sparkle and clarity
DISLIKE: Bass not as 
weighty and defined as 
one might wish
WE SAY: An honest 
cable that achieves fine 
results, but struggles a 
little on value grounds

OVERALL****
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ELECTROCOMPANIET PD 1DAC £1,250

PRODUCT: 
Electrocompaniet 
PDl
ORIGIN: Norway

□ DETAILSNorway knows best
A DAC that improves the sound from your CD 
player and offers wireless USB connection to a 
computer? Jimmy Hughes is all ears

TYPE:DAC

WEIGHT: 4.3kg

DIM^IO^
(WxHxD) 
420x50x340mm
FEATURES:
• 24-bit/192kHz 
resolution (S/PDIF 
inputs)

• Low Jitter

decade or more back, the rationale for buying an outboard DAC was to upgrade the performance of an older CD player or transport with the latest digital technology: However, now that many currentCD players offer upsampling to 24-bit/l 96kHz as standard, such reasons no longer seem convincing. But, wait; what about a DAC that has balanced analogue outputs, plus the ability to access and play music stored on a hard drive? Not only do you get the promise of improved sound, you can now link your ripped music to the hi-fi. The stylish Electrocompaniet PD 1 DAC delivers just such an upgrade. Interested?
High-precisionLike many recent digital products, the PD 1 is based around a 24-bit/ l92kHz digital-to-analogue convertor. The incoming digital signal (say, 16-bit/44.lkHz from Red Book CD) is converted to this higher specification 

by something Electrocompaniet dubs ASRC (Asynchronous Sample Rate Convenor).A high-precision master clock is used which it's claimed, virtually eliminates jitter at the output - so, even if your sources contain timedomain errors, they're quickly zapped. Prior to processing, the USB input is likewise converted into standard S/PDIF format by the sampling-rate convenor - so it's similar to the other inputs.Audio information from the USB data stream is extracted using low-jitter PLLs (phase-locked loops) and output to S/PDIE With the sample-rate convertor being 'clocked' by an ultra-accurate reference device any remaining timing errors are further reduced, resulting in an output that is accurate and jitter-free.The analogue output stage employs discrete transistors running in a pure Class A configuration with no negative feedback. A carefully

• Balanced analogue 
outputs

• Class A discrete 
analogue output 
stage-zero 
feedback
• Wireless USB 
connection via 
optional EMS 1. 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
NSSLtd

designed 2-pole linear-phase, anti-aliasing filter further removes any delta-sigma conversion artefacts. Analogue and digital sections feature individual power supplies for reduced interference.The power supplies for the analogue output stage and DAC employ ultralow-noise tight-shunt regulators, which the maker claims results in a more open and transparent sound, due to reductions in spurious noise. As a result of these measures, the PD 1 effectively 'cleanses' all digital signals that pass through it.Digital inputs include: 2x S/PDIF (coax via an RCA phono plug); lx S/PDIF TOSLink optical; lx USB Type 2; and an RF wireless link for use with the optional EMS 1 music streamer (see Talking Pointp73). The S/PDIF inputs suppon 24-bit/ 
l 92kHz sampling, while the USB and

TELEPHONE: 
020 8893 5835

WEBSITE: 
electrocompaniet. 
corn

RF options are 16-bit/48kHz.There are two sets of analogue outputs: unbalanced (single-ended, RCA phono plugs) giving 1.7-volt output and balanced (XLR) giving 3.4-volt output. This output is variable. The maker claims distortion is less than 0.003 per cent from 20Hz to 20kHz, with noise levels l40dB below peak output over the same bandwidth.The unit is supplied with an infra-red remote control handset that allows input switching and volume adjustment, plus mute and standby. There are additional Play, Pause, Stop and Fast Search buttons for those using their PD 1 with an Electrocompaniet CD player.The illuminated front panel keeps you informed regarding the input
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selected and the volume level set. 
You've a choice of two brightness 
settings and there's an 'off position 
if the glare of blue LEDs becomes 
distracting. It might be imagination, 
but the sound seems a tad cleaner 
with the display off - though, the 
difference is very small!

Neat and tidy
The PD 1 is a solidly made unit that's 
nicely styled. The front panel is made 
from alloy, while the casework is 
steel. All the various controls are 
touch-sensitive types, so it's not really 
possible to talk about the 'feel' of the 
unit as such. Internal circuits look 
neat and tidy.

There's nothing here to make you 
gasp with astonishment, yet neither 
is there anything to cause concern or

"The PD 1 effectively 
'cleanses' all digital 
signals that pass 
through it."
disquiet. There's no undue 
emphasis on cosmetic appearance, or 
extravagant 'luxury' build; you'll 
choose this unit for its performance 
and features, not its facade!

Mechanically, the unit is virtually 
silent. Put your ear up close and 
there's a barely audible hint of 
transformer buzz, but you have to be 
right on top of the unit to hear 
anything. There are no switching 
thumps to worry about, either; when 
using the RF Link the unit mutes if 
no signal is detected.

Purposeful momentum
We connected our review sample 
to a Shanling SCD-T2000 SACD 
player. This features a 24-biV 
192kHz Burr-Brown PCM 1738 
DAC and should, therefore, be 
quite close to the PD 1 in digital 
terms. However, we heard an 
immediate difference: essentially, 
the Electrocompaniet delivers a 
cleaner, more detailed sound.

While the tonal balance hardly 
seems to alter, the PD 1 definitely 
produces a tauter, more focused 
sound that seems to project the 
music with greater presence and 
immediacy. On solo piano, for 
example, there's definitely an 
enhanced sense of space and 
separation, so subjectively the notes 
start and stop with increased alacrity.

TALKING 
POINT

CONNECTIONS

O Unbalanced analogue 
outputs OXLR balanced analogue 

outpts
O USB

^0 Optical O Coaxial ^0 Aerialsocket

FOR THOSE of us 
still dragging our 
heels when it comes 
to hooking up our 
computers to the 
hi-fi, one 'excuse' 
(admittedly, a pretty 
feeble one) might 
well be the lack 
of a suitably-long 
USB cable - always 
assuming, of course, 
that our CD player 
and/or DAC actually 
has a USB input.

Being wireless- 
enabled, the PD 1 
can be used with 
Electrocompaniet's 
optional EMS 1 
music streamer 
device (£250). This 
is a little black box 
a with Type B USB 
socket and an aerial. 
Plug the EMS 1 into 
a spare USB socket 
on your computer, 
switch the PD 1 to RF 
Link, and the two 
immediately start 
talking to one-another.

With the 
maximum length 
of USB cables 
limited to about five 
metres, the EMS 1 
gives you freedom to 
have your computer 
and hi-fi in places 
that suit you and 
your living space.

Operationally, 
the EMS 1 seems 
glitch-free and we 
experienced no 
interference, 
drop-outs, or 
losses of signal 
while listening.
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Burj Khalifa To wer, Dubai 
8,352 Tannoy CMS loudspeakers

Semi-detached, Durham 
1 pair Revolution DC6 T loudspeakers

Same technology - same great performance
The application may vary but wherever there is a requirement for high performance audio, Tannoy's Dual Concentric™ speaker technology delivers.

Chosen for the worlds tallest building and countless other prestigious installations globally, revered by professional recording studios and music 
venues worldwide, the same trusted audio technology is at the heart of Tannoys Revolution loudspeaker range; a dynamic new blend of design 
and performance which is set to revolutionise music and movie entertainment at home.

Sumptuously finished in real wood veneers, the slim and elegant Revolution models provide the emotion, scale and drama of much larger designs.
Find out more at www.tannoy.com

TAMOY

http://www.tannoy.com


ELECTROCOMDAC£1,25O REVIEWS

^0 Analogueoutputstage

O Powertransformer

O Powersupply

O Digitalinput stage DAC

Although the PD l's unbalanced 
analogue output is slightly lower 
than the Shanling's - around 1.7V 
compared to 2V - the PD 1 actually 
sounds bigger and better-able to 
project the music, thereby creating a 
more holographic 'out of the boxes' 
sort of result.

"To play music stored 
on your computer is as 
persuasive a reason as 
any to invest in a PD 1."
The PD 1 focuses your attention on 
the music and performance. It enhances 
the impression of commitment - 
making it sound as though the 
players are involved and concentrating.

Used alone, the Shanling seems 
a tad less disciplined musically. With 
the PD 1, c\cmhing suddenly becomes

OUmbilicalcable to 
display/control panel

O
keener and more precisely focused; 
more alive and awake. Brass rasps; 
cymbals shimmer; voices sing out 
and rock bands rock.

All early comparisons were made 
using unbalanced analogue outputs, 
as the Shanling does not offer balanced. 
Via the PD l's balanced outputs, the 
sound grows dimensionally. It's bigger; 
bolder; with increased separation; a 
palpably heightened sense of scale. 
Yet the end-result feels natural too; 
it's not pumped up or inflated.

Of course, with balanced, the 
output level increases by berween 
3dB to 6dB, which is significant in 
itself. But, even after you've reduced 
volume levels to bring things back to 
an equal footing, the sound is still 
bigger and bolder. It's definitely more 
assertive and displays increased 
depth and separation.

Essentially then, the PD 1 offers 
a rwo-pronged improvement. Its

HOW IT 
COMPARES

THE PD 1 is more 
than capable 
of delivering a 
worthwhile sonic 
improvement over 
the in-built DAC of 
a good modern CD 
player, even when 
the specifications 
might indicate no 
real technological 
benefit. You might 
be comparing 
two DACs with 
nominally similar 
24-bit/192kHz 
specs, but that's 
only the start.

Things like jitter
reduction, the nature 
of the analogue 
output stage used 
and differences in 
power supplies, can 
all lead to audible 
improvements. 
Even so, with 
something as good 
as the PD 1, aren't 
we getting pretty 
close to technical 
perfection? Close, 
yes; but there's 
always further to 
travel - that's the 
nature of hi-fi!

With the PD 1 
being part of 
Electrocompaniet's 
value-conscious 
Prelude range, 
its Classic Series 
products promise 
further refinement 
and improvements. 
However, whether 
these differences 
actually justify the 
extra cost remains 
to be seen. The PD 1 
offers a lot of bang 
for your buck and 
won't be easy to 
improve on.

low-jitter digital conversion and high
performance DAC results in a cleaner 
more focused sound, while balanced 
analogue outputs deliver increased 
scale and dimensionality. The result 
is a very worthwhile sonic improvement 
- even over a good one-box player.

There's more. Add the EMS 1 music 
streamer (£250) and via iTunes you 
can access music stored on your 
computer hard drive. Connection is 
made wirelessly to the PD 1 and 
currently digital conversion is at 
16-bit/48kHz - though it's possible 
that 24-bit/l92kHz conversion may 
be offered at some future point.

The quality of sound from CDs 
ripped to a hard drive and conveyed 
to the PD 1 via the EMS 1 is fine - 
clear, open, lively and detailed. 
However, you need to save the 
disc in a high-quality format like 
WAY for best results. Saved as 
AAC, the sound is still good, but 
seems thinner and slightly lacking 
in richness and refinement.

Without doubt, the facility to 
play music stored on your computer 
hard drive - with a lack of fuss and 
drama - is alone as persuasive a 
reason as any to invest in a PD 1.

Compelling package
The PD 1 is an excellent product, 
delivering worthwhile upgrades in 
sound quality and user-convenience 
that many users will appreciate. As 

a DAC, it should provide an audibly 
cleaner, more detailed sound over 
most one-box CD players. And, if 
you're able to utilise those balanced 
outputs, the improvement will be 
even greater.

Then there's the added benefit of 
being able to access music stored 
on hard-drives via the PD l's USB 
socket - with the advantage of a 
wireless interface using the optional 
EMS 1 music streamer. It all adds up 
to a compelling package at a realistic 
price - indeed, we're sorely tempted 
to buy one; it's that good! •

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

[ TECH LABS 1
RESULTS AT A GLANCE

1.902Vrms(L);
1.904rms(R) 
Thankstothe 
onboardvolume 
control, you 
should be able to 
drive power amps

^^1: 
0.006%(0.02%
-20dBFS; 2.04% 
-60dBFS).Results 
can't be faulted, 
dictated primarily 
astheyareby 
CD technology

20Hz-20kHz +/- 
0.ldB. Toall 
intents and 
purposes, it's 
ruler-ftat across 
the audio band

lOkHz(LtoR): 
-92d8;(R to L): 
-93dB. Crosstalk 
here should be 
inaudible to 
the most 
golden of ears

I^RANGE: 96d8.
With 24^bit/96kHz 
material, wewere 
not quite so lucky. 
A dynamic range 
of109dBwas 
measured here

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY 

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY 

★ ★★★★
FEATURES 
★ ★★★

LIKE: Great sound, 
good build and 
superb value

DISLIKE: No 24-bit/ 
192kHzonRFand 
USB(yet)

WE SAY: The PD1 delivers 
sonically and lets you 
access music on your 
computer hard drive

OVERALL

*****
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Distributed in the UK by;
Henley Designs, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk, 01235 511166

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
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TANNOY REVOLUTION DC6T DEWICIA/CLOUDSPEAKER £820 REVIEWS

Join the 
Revolution
This brand new member of the Revolution series 
looks like much better value than its Signature 
equivalent says Paul Messenger

□ DETAILSPRODUCT:
Tannoy Revolution 
DC6TORIGIN: UK/ChinaTYPE: 2.5-way 
floorstanderWEIGHT:
15.lkgDIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
202x950x253mmFEATURES:
• Twin terminal 
pairs for bi-wiring/ 
bi-amping

• 150mm dual 
concentric driver

• 150mm bass driverhe Revolution DC6T is an impressive newcomer dual-concentric fullrange driver, with a 150mm bass-only unit (similar in specs to its sister product, the Signature DC6T, that we reviewed in HFC314). All this is contained within a compact 30-litre, rear- ported enclosure and the detailing throughout is excellent.The enclosure is tapered so that the back is significantly narrower than the front, helping to spread and distribute internal reflections and standing waves. All this is elegantly wrapped in an attractive dark 'espresso' real wood veneer and the overall stability of this model is substantially enhanced by the provision of a black plinth, which significantly increases the footprint.
Famous driverTannoy's famous dual concentric drive unit has been a cornerstone of the brand for more than 60 years. Its unique feature is that a hom- loaded tweeter fires through the centre of the bass/mid cone, so it's effectively a two-way full-range drive unit where the tweeter is well protected from small prying fingers. The lSOmm DC driver has a silver-coloured, flared-profile paper cone llSmm in diameter, which crosses over to the 25mm tweeter at a lowish 1. 7kHz. The bass-only unit matches the size of the DC driver and both are decorated by silver trim. The port is on the rear here, well above two pairs of socket/ binder terminals set conveniently close to the floor.
Tight focusOne key characteristic of the DC driver's horn-loaded tweeter is that the treble is focused into a 90-degree cone, rather than the much wider dispersion shown by most speakers with conventional dome tweeters.

This is neither 'right' nor 'wrong', but it is 'different'; sharpening the image precision and focus, but diluting the illusion that musicians are in the listening room.Tannoy claims a sensitivity of 89dB, which if anything seems a tad conservative: we'd happily award 90dB here, which is a very healthy figure, especially since the bass extension is an exceptional-3dB at 20Hz under in-room far-field conditions, helped by very low (sub-30Hz) port tuning. Some compromise is, perhaps, inevitably 

involved here and is seen in the load presented to the amplifier which is rather demanding at low frequencies

• Tapering enclosure 
to spread internal 
waves

• Separate plinth 
enhances stability 
footprintDISTRIBUTION:
TannoyTELEPHONE:
01236 420199WEBSITE:
!annoy.corn

Clean and deepThis is a fine-sounding loudspeaker by any standards or price and actually represents a slight imrovement over the Signature DC6T. It might not have the smoothest sound around, but it is exceptionally well balanced right across the audio band and also has impressive bass weight and extension. An important element in the bass reproduction is that it seems to be unusually free from the mid-bass boom or thickening that is so widespread amongst inexpensive commercial speakers.Even with the speakers well clear of walls, the sub-60Hz bass is a little strong, but thereafter the frequency response holds within an impressive +/-3dB right across the band. There's no sign here of the upper- mid forwardness that afflicted the Revolution Signature DC6T, though again the top end (above SkHz) looks a little untidy. The only serious criticism concerns the pair-matching, which the impedance traces showed to be poor.
Deep and authoritativeThe two-and-half-way configuration inevitably compromises the time coherence a little, but this didn't prove unduly serious and all told this is a very fine loudspeaker indeed, especially since it's not unduly costly.The speaker has numerous pluses, including sharp styling with elegant wood veneer, but its real strength lies in its fine all round performance. There's little evidence of boxiness or other midband coloration and the total balance is even, if not particularly smooth. Bass is deep and authoritative and overall the sound is exceptionally well judged. •

Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

****"
VALUE FOR MONEY 
★ ★ ★ ★ i
BUILD QUALITY

EASE OFDRIVE
****"

LIKE: Beautiful overall tonal balancewith fine, deep bassDISLIKE: Could have been more time-coherent with a sweetertop end WE SAY: Good looking and compact floorstander has a beautifullyjudged overall balanceOVERALL
****j
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WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST
ANATEK RESEARCH 

APOLLO 
ATACAMA 

AV INTERNATIONAL 
CHORD COMPANY 

CHORD ELECTRONICS 
CLEARAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 
EAR YOSHINO 

GOLDRING
GRAHAM ENGINEERING 

GRAHAM SLEE 
G F HADCOCK 

ISOTEK 
KOETSU 

KUDOS AUDIO 
MARTIN LOGAN 

LYRA 
MAGNEPLANAR 

MELODY 
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

MONITOR AUDIO

HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

NAD
NAIM AUDIO 
NORDOST 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 
OKKI NOKKI
ORTOFON
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
PROJECT 
PS AUDIO
PURESOUND 
REGA 
REVOLVER 
ROKSAN 
SME 
STAX 
SUGDEN AUDIO 
TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
TRICHORD RESEARCH 
UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DE HUL

C:NDHANDHIFl.CO.UK
Guaranteed used and ex-demo equipment from HifiSound - the UK's premier source 

Call: 0845 6019390 Email Choice@Cndhandhifico.uk
Analogue Amplifiers

Ariston RD11 Superior. Mission 774. excellent 299 
Cardas Neutral Reference Tooearm Cable, weeks old 299 
Clearaudio Unify tonearm, brand new 999
Clearaudio Concept, mint boxed ex demo Ca!!
Creek Wyndsor, AB250, Benz Micro cartridge, near mint 1199 
Decent Audio Wallshelf, used 149
Dynavector DV20xH, brand new, save lots 375
Garrard 301, good cosmetics, full working order 799 
Graham Slee Jazz Club, mint boxed ex demo Call 
Graham Slee Revelation. mint boxed ex demo Ca!I
Graham Slee Era Gold V, mint boxed full version 299
Graham Phantom, Gold detail SME base, ex demo 1749 
Linn LP12, Aro, Cirkus, Armagedon 1999
Linn LP12. Cirkus, Ekas in black ash 1299
Linn LP12 Rosewood, Cirkus, Lingo, lttok, boxed 1499
Linn Basik, with Basik Plus tonearm, excellent boxed 199
Linn Unto, excellent condition, boxed 499
Michell Hydraulic Reference, SME 3009, new lid 749 
Michell Electronic Reference, SME cut (no arm) 499 
Michell Gyro SE, R8300, Grado cartridge, boxed Due in 
Michell Tecnoarm, mint boxed 349
NAIM Stageline S, excellent 199
Pink Triangle PT Too, Linn Ekas, offboard p/s excellent 999 
Onkyo CP1057F. excellent wth AudioTechnica MC 199 
Project RPM10, speedbox, nr mint boxed 999
Project Debut in Siiver, due in 149
Quad 24P phono stage nr mint boxed ex demo Call 
Rega Planar 2. nr mint with Rega cartridge 179
Rega PS. mint boxed ex demo Call
Roksan TMS1 & OSU superb boxed, recent TM service 1749 
Roksan Radius 5.2, mint boiled ex demo 1099
Roksan TabrizZi excellent 299
SME 20/2a turntable and tonearm, mint ex demo 4999 
SME 3009/2, excellent 179
The Source. vgc, due in... 499
Technics SL150/SME3009. excellent 299
Thorens TD125, excellent original box/packing 299
Tom Evans The Groove, excellent 1099
Trichord Dino 2NC, nr mint boxed ex demo Call
Trichord Diablo NC, nr mint boxed ex demo Call
VPI Scout, JMW arm. excellent boxed, due in 699 
VPI Super Scoutmaster. SOS. Clamps. Feet etc superb 2749 
Wilson Benesch Act 1 Tonearm, nr mint superb 799

Radio/Recorders
Arcam Alpha DT91 in black. nr mint boxed 229
Nakamichi ZX 1 OOOL. just serviced, v9c Call
Quad FM3, vgc 99
Quad FM4. vgc 179
Quad FM66, excellent 299
TEAC TR610DAB/FM tuner 119

Arcam P75, vgc boxed, due in Call
Arcam Alpha 9 Integrated, excellent boxed 249
Audio Research SP11mk2, 2009 AS service 2499 
Audio Synthesis Desire, excellent 699
Audio Zone Amp 2 Monoblocks 799
AVI Lab Series Integrated, as new 999
Cairn 4810 Integrated. nr mint with phono. REDUCED! 899 
Cairn Nitro/K02 Pre/Power Amps, excellent boxed 1499 
Chord Pnma/Mezzo 140, Pre/Power ex demo mint Call 
Cyrus 8VS. nr mint boxed Due in
Cyrus aPa7 monoblocks, vgc 399
Cyrus Power, vgc 199
Cyrus Smartpower plus, nr mint boxed Due in
EAR 834 Valve Integrated, due in Call
EAR 868PL Preamp with phone. ex demo mint boiled 3499 
EAR 890 Power Amplifier ex demo mint boxed 3999 
Esoteric Al10. built in DAC and phono, excellent! 1199 
Krell KAV400xi, nr mini boxed Due in
Krell Evolution 600 Monoblocks £31,000 new! Offers! 
Levinson No27 Power amp, vgc 1499
Linn lntek. vgc 179
Linn Majik I, nr mint boxed 699
Linn Majik 2100 Power 899
Melody 300bp Monoblock amps ex demo 2749
Melody 101 Preamplifier, world renowned ex demo 2499 
Melody 2A3 Integrated, ex demo Call
Melody 300b Integrated, excellent boxed 799
Musical Fidelity A3 Integrated, excelleot remote 399 
Musical Fidelity ^^ Integrated, excellent remote 279 
Musical Fidelity P170, vgc 199
NAIM NAC122X, excellent boxed 399
NAIM NAC150X, excellent boxed 499
NAIM NAC112 excellent boxed 249
NAJM 250, boxed. recased to olive & serviced in 2000 799
NAIM NAPV145, excellent 999
NAIM NAP250.2, excellent boxed 1749
NAIM Nait Si/2 nr mint boxed ex demo Call
NAJM NAC202 nr mint boxed ex demo Call
NAIM NAP200 nr mint boxed ex demo Call
NAIM NAC52, excellent boxed 1999
Prima Luna Prologue one. excellent boxed 799
PS Audio Trio P200. excellent boxed with remote 399 
Pure Sound 2A3 Integrated, ex demo Call
Quad 33134/44/303/405 all vgc Call
Quad 606, fair cosmetics 249
Rega Brio3 and Mira 3, BIG SAVINGS BRAND NEW!!! Call 
Rega Cursa 3, Maia 3 and Exon 3 Monos ex demo Call 
Rogue Audio Perseus/Atlas Pre/Power, mint boxed Call 
Rotel RAD6 and RA05, both as new boxed Call
Sugden Bijou Headmaster 399
Tag Mclaren 60irv, nr mint boxed 399
Unison Research Preludio Valve Integrated ex demo Call

Digital 1 Loudspeakers 1
Accustic Arts DAG 1 mk4, excellent boxed 1499 Art Stiletto, excellent boxed 599
Arcam DV78, excellent Call AVI Neutron IV, in cherry excellent 349
Arcam CD37, excellent boxed 799 AVI Neutron 2.1 System, ex demo mint Call
Arcam BDP100, as new boxed, due in Call AVI ADM9.1. ex demo nr mint Call
Arcam Alpha 8, excellent with remote 149 ATC SCM35. good, boxed 649
Arcam Alpha 9 CD with DCS RingDAC. lovely! 349 Audiovector M3 Signature Actives Call
Chord DAC64, excellent in black 799 B&W LCR60 in oak Call
Cyrus Coax. nr mint boxed Due in Definitive Technology Mythos 2, pair, bargain! 399
Cyrus CD6s, nr mint boxed 329 Oynaudio Focus 140, exellent boxed 699
Cyrus CDXTse, nr mint boxed 499 Focat l037Be Due in
Cyrus PSXA. excellent boxed 249 GRIFFIN LOUDSPEAKERS WANTED Call
EAR Acute, ex demo, mint Call Kef Cresta anyone?
Esoteric P03/O03 Call for details Call Kudos C1, early pair in Cherry 749
Esoteric SA10, excellent boxed 1249 Kudos C30, excellent HFC Speaker of the year 2009 2499
Esoteric DV60, mint boxed. SAVE £LOADS Call Linn Sara 9, excellent Ooxed 499
Linn lkemi. excellent with remote 949 Magneplanar MG1.6, LAST PAIR SEALED BOX 1499
Leema Antilia 2. nr mint boxed Due in Magneplanar MG2.5r, fair 499
Marantz CD17KI, excellent boxed 399 Martin Logan Purity, ex demo, to clear Call
Marantz COBO, excellent. remote 149 Martin Logan Odyssey, excellent boxed 2999
Marantz CD7300, excellent with remote 99 Monitor Audio GS60 in oak, ex demo vgc 1249
Meridian 507, excellent boxed 599 Monitor Audio GS10 in cherry, ex demo nr mint 499
Micromega CD10, nr mint boxed new model 599 Monitor Audio GSW12 Gold series Subwoofer, excellent 699
Micromega CD30, nr mint boxed new model 1199 Monitor Audio GRSO nr mint boxed Due in
NAO C515BEE ex demo mini boxed 119 Monitor Audio RS6 Walnut, excellent 399
NAIM CDS, original excelleot with remote 499 Monitor Audio RS centre Walnut, excellent 179
NAIM CDSi mk2, excellent with remote REDUCED 549 Monitor Audio RSW12 Subwoofer Walnut, excellent 499
NAIM CDX2, as new boxed 1599 Monitor Audio GSAV pack in silver as new 1999
NAIM DAC, ex demo Call Proac Studio 130 in Oak, excellent boxed 699
NAIM COS/COPS, nr mint boxed 999 PSB Alpha 81 Stereophile Product of the year BARGAIN!!! 99
NAIM CD5x, excellent boxed, due in Call Q Acoustics 2020. nr mint boxed ex demo Call
Proceed PDT2 Transport, excellent boxed 599 Q Acoustics 2000 Series cinema pack, ex demo Call
Rega Apollo. ex demo mint boxed 379 Rega RS3 ex demo Call
Rega Saturn, ex demo Call Spender 53/5, excellent boxed, due in 599
Roksan Kandy, Mk1, excellent boxed, due in Call Totem Aro, excellent boxed 599
Aotel ACD06. as new boxed 299 Totem Model One Signature, excellent boxed 949
Shanting CDT300 Omega Drive, vgc boxed 1749 Usher CP6371, vgc boxed, due in 1199
Sugden CD21SE, ex demo nr mini boiled 999 Usher Mini Dancer 2, ex demo, nr mint 1999
TEAC POH2610 Muttidisc player, excellent boxed 99 Usher $520 in birch, boxed 199
TEAC P700/D700 excellent boxed 1/2 size pair Offers! Wharfedale Diamond Home cinema pack, ex demo Call
Unison Research Unico CD. nr mint ex demo 1399 Wharledale 10.1 ex demo, nr mint boxed 149
Vincent CDS6MK. near mini boxed 599 Wharfedale 10.3 ex demo, ellcellent boiled 199
Wadia 581se, excellent, due in Call Wharfedale Active Diamond 7.1 s - rare boxed! 119

AV/Accessones!Cables
Chord cables, varioos ex demo Gall
Cyrus PSXR, excellent boiled 249
Isotek Minisub, excellent 299
Musical Fidelity X10v3 boxed 149
NAIM Flatcap in Olive, excellent boxed 249
NAIM Supercap in Olive, new Burndy 1749
PS Audio Quintessence, as new boxed 499

SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS
Audio Analogue Crescendo Amp & CD. ex demo 799 
Esoteric SAIO &AI10 combo, as new 2249
Micromega C01O & IASO, both as new 999
NAIM Uniti, ex demo nr mint boxed 1399
Onkyo TSXR608 and Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema pack Call 
Rega Saturn, Cursa 3, Exon 3s, excellent Call
TEAC Reference 380 system, brand new boxed Call

Telephone 01642 267012, Tuesday to Saturday 10 til 5 
or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

T U R n T A B L 8 W 0 R L D
Go online to see special offer to celebrate our new website 
www.turntableworld.co.uk - the analogue specialists - 01642 267012

C:NDHANDHIFl.CO.UK
mailto:Choice@Cndhandhifico.uk
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
http://www.turntableworld.co.uk


EAR- UNIQUE MELODY MIRACLE DCVICIA/C CANAL HEADPHONES £776 REVIEWS

Unique 
propose t1 on
In-ear newcomer Unique Melody is breaking the 
(custom) mould with its six-driver tailor-made 
earphone. Dan George fills his ears

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Unique Melody, 
Miracle

ORIGIN: China
TYPE:
Ear-canal earphone 
(custom fit)

DIMENSIONS: 
n/a
FEATURES:
•Six balanced 
armature drivers
• Passive three-way 
crossover

•Impedance: 
15.9 ohms

It's used for longevity as the silicone used in some rivals doesn't last nearly as well (trust us!). But, it's more uncomfortable to insert and remove, although importantly it's fine once it's in, and doesn't interface with the inner ear as well as silicone. Still, points added for finish, quality and lifespan.Value is harder to summarise, however. Build is first-class, custom moulds are included and there's a lot of tech inside, but £800 is considerable for an earphone, but this is the high end.
•Sensitivity: 114dB

«

ew to the UK, Unique Melody is an earphone specialist with an impressive range offeature-heavy products. The flagship model tested here, the Miracle, is unusual in boasting six drive units: twin treble; twin mid and twin bass drivers, with a passive three-way crossover all packed into a compact shell barely any bigger than rivals from Shure and ACS.From a respectable line-up, the UK distributor AmpCity, suggested we dive straight in with the top model, aimed at audiophiles on the move. Like many high-end in-ears, the Miracles are offered with tailor- made moulds and if you take mobile music seriously, these are now a must. Not only do they offer all-day comfort, their superior noisecancelling protects hearing by enabling lower volume levels.
Tech marvels

One interesting aspect of the Miracle is the option for customers to 'tweak' the frequency response curve at a factory level. AmpCity says it's possible to add or subtract a couple of dB as you see fit, if required. Each set comes with a factory-generated frequency response graph; our pair's chart, for example, showed off an incredibly linear response from lOHz to 500Hz (see Melody-makers, right).Customers can choose any colour and any artwork for the shells and usefully, the cable is detachable; which is handy for those rush-hour snags and, more importantly, upgrade experimentation.
Ear-jewelsThe Miracles are impressively well built. The shell uses a German-made hard plastic which appears flawless on close inspection. The only real grumble is that the cable feels cheap and insubstantial (even if it isn't),

• Custom-moulded
earpiece 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
AmpCity

TELEPHONE: 
020 3384 6392
WEBSITE:
uniquemelody.org/ 
Enlish/ [sic]

Melody-makersRemember that linear trace on the graph? Well, you can hear it! The Miracle's have phenomenal bass ability: simply the best we've heard. There's depth, extension, dynamics and musicality to the low stuff you simply won't get anywhere else. Electronica and rock fans will be rewarded. The midband is good and, although we would have preferred a little more presence and neutrality, there's plenty of rhythm and musicality.Things are less rosy in the treble band: a steep roll-off from ?kHz robs the presentation of sparkle in the high frequencies; we found ourselves pointlessly upping the volume to try and compensate. Here's a good example of how the 'tweaking' service could help. Things did, however, improve a little as we progressed through the 150-hour run-in and beyond.
Of course, the Miracle's biggestfeature is its driver count. The Miracle doubles-up on HFC favourite the £500 Shure SE535 (HFC 344), with pairs of drivers for treble, mid

tangles easily and lacks the eleganceof the Shure system; but it is replaceable. We mentioned the tough plastic and the jury is still out on this one.and bass. But, just like a multidriver floorstander, more isn't necessarily better: it's all about the design and execution.

Uniquely appealingThe Miracle is a very good product. It's not without criticism, though, but there are sound arguments against some of our grumbles (the hard plastic) and solutions for others (such as the adaptable frequency response). It deserves to be auditioned, along with the nonmoulded Shure SE535 and moulded models from ACS.
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

***
BUILD QUALITY

★ ★★★★
FEATURES

*****

LIKE: Six-driver 
performance; build 
quality; after-sales support

DISLIKE: Costly; 
disappointing cable; lack 
of separation in the treble

WESAY:Greatbuildand 
sound, with class-leading 
bass, the Miracles are one 
ofour favourite in-earsOVERALL

****

^^w.hifichoice.co.uk JUNE 2011 llfiCChoicce 79

uniquemelody.org/
w.hifichoice.co.uk


STANDBY/ON

YAMAHA NP-S2OOONETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £1,429

Super 
natural
The NP-52000 is Yamaha's first-ever network 
player and a technically brilliant contender in 
the audio stakes says Malcolm Steward

C DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Yamaha NP-S2000
ORIGIN:
Malaysia
TYPE:
Network audio 
player
WEIGHT:
12 kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxO) 
440x70x430mm

STURES:
• Licence forTwonky 
OLNAserver
• No wi-fi provision
• Internet radio

(see Talking Point) to be installed 
on your media server or NAS, from 
the sofrware bundle on its download 
site. This also includes a network
search utility and a link to the 
iPhone/iPod Touch app. The 
graphical interface of the latter is 
definitely the best way to control 
the player and is, in our opinion, far 
superior to the remote control or 
using the fascia buttons, which are 
somewhat restrictive (especially if 
you have many thousands of tracks 
stored on your server) two-line 
display You can also have a similar 
interface surface on a web browser

ou can tell that Yamaha 
means business with 
its first-ever network 
player the moment

you lift the new NPS2000 out of 
its box: its overall appearance 
being one of slimness and 
sophistication, which is probably 
why its considerable weight comes 
as a real surprise. And it's only then 
that you spot other audiophile touches 
like the adjustable spiked feet and 
magnetic spike protectors.

These and the balanced XLR 
connections on the rear panel suggest 
that someone truly wanted to make 
this a leading contender in the world 
of high-end network audio players. 
A world in which it will be competing 
with the likes of the Marantz NA7004 
(HFC 344), the Arcam Solo Neo 
(HFC 336)and digital streamers from 
both Linn and Naim.

The NP-S2000 is a particularly 
fine-looking beast - with its 
minimalist slim-line fascia disguising 
the complexity and capabilities

that lie within the casework. Like 
the Marantz, but unlike the Arcam, 
the Yamaha does not (despite its 
weight) provide an integral amplifier; 
there are just line-level connections 
to hook it up to a pre or integrated 
amplifier and a digital output for 
connection to a DAC. We used the 
latter, because while the analogue 
stages sounded fine, as they ought 
with an individual Burr-Brown 
PCM-1 792A DAC in each channel, 
we thought that the digital 
connection through a Nairn DAC 
sounded particularly enjoyable 
and refined.

Music formats
The Yamaha will play ripped/ 
downloaded music from a media 
server or PC on the network, as 
well as from a NAS (Network 
Attached Storage) device that is 
DLNA (Digital Living Network 
Alliance) compatible. This is why 
Yamaha thoughtfully provides a 
licensed copy of TwonkyMedia

•Dual-mono 
architecture
DISTRIBUTOR:
Yamaha Music UK
TELEPHONE:
08448111116
WEBSITE:
uk.yamaha.com

on your PC or Mac, provided it has 
access to the same network.

The NP-S2000 will handle all 
the usual music formats at rates 
up to 96kHz and bit depths of 
16-bit and 24-bit: - WAY; FLAC; 
MP3; AAC and WN1A files are 
all supported, but Yamaha wisely 
recommends using WAV and 
FLAC for optimum quality sound. 
While WAV might be preferable 
to some, it does have 'issues' with 
not supporting tags, so we stuck 
with FLAC files, which support 
Vorbis Comment-style tags.

The player will handle all, but 
the highest resolution files currently 
available. There really are not that 
many 24-bit/192kHz files in 
circulation at the moment; 24-bit/ 
96kHz currently seems to be the 
most popular high-resolution format.

When you have heard all the 
networked recordings you wish 
to hear, the player will also connect 
to internet radio and use the vTuner 
database. The player can also
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SOURCE

YAMAHA NP-S2000NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £1,429

•Min — r>/o a

RETURN

provide access to your iTunes library if you have TwonkyMedia installed alongside it.Like the less expensive Marantz NA7004, the NP-52000 offers balanced audio outputs. Many feel that such connections are redundant in a domestic audio environment, but at least they offer a consistent balanced connection throughput to the Yamaha high-end A-52000 amp or a similarly equipped amplifier for people who value it.
Bullet-proof buildThe seemingly bullet-proof build quality, along with the stylish appearance, inspires great pride of ownership and confidence in the NP-52000. Under the lid, dual transformers feed discrete power supplies that run the analogue and

"It digs in deeply to 
reveal a wealth of 
detail that brings 
the music to life."digital circuitry independently, so minimising the transfer of noise between the two stages. There is a toroidal transformer powering the analogue circuits and an IE core device supplying the digital components. The transformers occupy the middle third of the triptych-style internal layout, so optimising the distribution of weight in the player.The audio stages are symmetrical and balanced throughout. Together with the power supply arrangements and features, such as an ultra-

low-jitter clock, the unit strives to deliver music against a notably silent background.Keeping extraneous noise and interference away from the audio doubtless influenced Yamaha's decision not to include any storage or optical devices in the NP-52000, such as hard disks or CD/DVD drives.Our listening test used a raft of LPs ripped to 24-bit/96kHz on a NA5, and, in this instance, a super-quiet background seems not quite as important as Yamaha imagines, not unless one is swayed more by the cosmetics of the presentation than by the music.
Live soundThis is a highly capable player with a sound that is delicate and room-filling at the same time.

TALKING 
POINT

[ CONNECTIONS

O Balancedoutput ^0 Ethernet connection O Digitaloutputs Q Unbalancedoutput

TWONKY MEDIA 
is a suite of DLNA 
(Digital living 
Network Alliance) 
and UPnP(Universal 
Plug and Play) 
server software 
that allows media 
players to access 
music-and 
other media 
types - stored 
on a networked 
computer(PC, Mac, 
or Linux box) or NAS 
(Network Attached 
Storage) device 
upon which it 
is installed.

It will also provide 
aggregation of 
the content stored 
elsewhere on other 
servers, presenting 
the media with 
duplicate elements 
suppressed in 
the combined 
navigation tree.

Twonkycan 
operate in push or 
pull mode. Users can 
scroll thorough the 
library of music on 
the player display, 
or sit at a computer 
and drag and drop 
music from the 
library onto an icon 
representing the 
player. As with all 
things nowadays, 
there are apps 
that allow you 
to control your 
networked music 
by way ofTwonky 
from an iPhone or 
Android device.
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DEVI Et AIE YAMAHA NPS2000REVIEWS NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £1,429

HOW IT 
COMPARES

O Powersupply 
regulators

Input and display board

O Separatepower 
supplies for digital and 
analogue sections

ODAC board over 
processing board

It really impresses with straight ahead, live-in-the-studio jazz recordings, such as Art Pepper 
meets the Rhythm Section - a 24-bit/96kHz rip of the fantastic 1957 analogue session. It digs in deeply to reveal a wealth of instrumental detail, nuances and resonances that vividly bring the music to life. And it positively revels in albums, such as the Richard Thompson's acoustic demo version of Dream Attic.We found the NP-52000 better suited to jazz and classical than the more contemporary likes of Eminem and Dr Dre. It still plays these with gusto and enthusiasm, but nonetheless sounds a little too polished and refined for some listeners' tastes with music that benefits from a few rougher edges. Despite this 'politeness' it still articulates Eminem's vocals and

»

©Electronics mountedto 
internal chassis

O Output stage packed with 
discrete components

demonstrates remarkable bass weight and punch.In fact, that LF heft also helps the player to create convincingly expansive sound stages with all types of music. However, it saves its most convincing portrayals for the likes of the Kirov Orchestra performing Stravinsky's Firebird, where the player dexterously and convincingly balances conveying the delicacy of a triangle srrike with the thunderous might of the percussion section and the blare of the massed horns in full flight.Contrary to what we intimated earlier, the NP-52000 manages splendidly when replaying highresolution rips of well-cared-for vinyl albums. Despite the occasional bit of surface noise, which passes virtually unnoticed, the player focuses the listener's attention 

THE NP-52000 
seems expensive 
for what it is: over 
£1,400 seems 
extravagant for a 
network player when 
half that amount will 
buy you the highly 
competitive Marantz 
NA7004. The same 
money would also 
buy you an Arcam 
Solo Neo and about 
£500 more would 
buy a Nairn Uniti.

Both the Arcam and 
Nairn have integral 
power amplifiers, 
while the Yamaha 
does not. And while 
the Nairn sounds 
alluringly natural and 
musically involving 
it does not diminish 
our respect for 
the Yamaha.

You may not entirely 
agree with every 
aspect of the its 
design philosophy, 
but one cannot argue 
about its aesthetics 
and performance. It 
looks fabulous and 
sounds first-rate.

squarely on the music and the performances. Its low noise floor exploits the dynamic range available and brings out an abundance of detail. It keeps this all firmly in perspective and does not allow it to dominate or interrupt the ebb and flow of the performance.A collection of Graham Parker albums benefit particularly from their transfer to NAS by increasing the ease with which they can be auditioned, yet losing none of their musical integrity or vitality. The album Live! Alone in America is a special case here: the Yamaha allows the full artisrry of Parker and his recording crew to come across in a entirely convincing and persuasive manner.Listening to a favourite internet radio station, Radio Paradise, the NPS2000 makes the most of the relatively limited amount of data available and produces a dynamic, well-articulated, fullbodied presentation that delivers the smooth, rich, enjoyable listening experience that we've come to appreciate over the last year or two. Its performance on Radio 4 with live voices is also thoroughly satisfactory and very pleasing.
Premier leagueThe NP-52000 is a fine example of a network player from a 'big name' manufacturer. Its appearance is exemplary and its construction is superb. Its audio performance is fittingly premier league as well.It performs well with all types of music, but it truly excels with classical, jazz and acoustic recordings. And, as with so many similar products today, the best way to control it is through an app for those ubiquitous iGadgets: the iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad, or through a web browser •

TECH LABS Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE OUR VERDICT

(OdBFS):2.226Vrms(L); 2.236 Vrms(R). The levels ofthe stereo output are matched within two millivolts

^^: (OdBFS): 0.002% (0.02% ^20dBFS; 2.0%-60dBFS).These figures are typical of a well-engineered CD player

20Hz-20kHz +/• O.OSdB.Commendable result, the output gradually starts to rolloffafter 2kHz

@lOkHz{LtoR): •86.7dB;(Rto L) •86.9dB.Adecent figure which should contribute to a well-defined stereo image

96.0dB.Asyou'd expect from a 16-bitCD player. Specclaims lOOdBormoreat 
0 dB, fs 44.lkHz

SOUND QUALITY
****Art
VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

★ ★★★★
FEATURES
★ ★★★

LIKE: Drop-dead gorgeous and it sounds appropriately sophisticated
DISLIKE: The display is too fussywith big music collections; use an iPhone for efficient control
WE SAY: It performs very capably and, in short, seems a definite winner

OVERALL
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1969

SIMON BERKOWCH -
A music historian, ex-record shop guru and 
Production Editor on HfC'sannual high-end 
celebration, The Collection, Simon not only 
knows music, he lives it though his love of 
vinyl and high-class hi-fi

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What were you listening to when the LEM 
touched down on the moon? Email us now:
hi-fichoice@futurenet.com

The musical cartography of 1969 - complete with its musical cul-de-sacs and dead ends - 
begins to map out the major musical genres of the next decade, from Prog to Punk and all 
points in between. It’s one small step back in time for music doctor Simon Berkovitch, but 
one giant leap forward for popular music as we flashback to 1969

an walks on the moon and his 
■LJH tentative steps are watched live 
5 I f| across the void by millions of 

‘ families hunched in front of 
flickering black and white TVs - the finest, 
most optimistic image of the year. In 1969, 
the potential of man seemed limitless - 
and none more so than in the field of 
popular music.

The genre had grown up and was now 
viewed as a valid form of artistic 
communication by some of its previous 
detractors. Two years before, the release of 
The Beatles’ Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band LP - complete with sleeve by artist Peter 
Blake - enjoyed the gravitas of a cultural 
event rather than a pop record hitting the 
shops. Ever the cultural barometer, the Fab 
Four had evolved from wanting to hold our 
hands to urging us to Come Together, 
imploring us to turn off our minds, relax and 
float downstream along the way.

Innocent pop was morphing into serious 
rock music in 1969: the mature broadsides 
from the decade’s musical figureheads - The 
Beatles’ Abbey Road and The Rolling Stones’ 
Let it Bleed - are a case in point among the 
year’s many musical highlights. Great change 
is afoot.

Psychedelia’s legacy
It’s significant that the key event of 1969 
was a triumph of scientific achievement, as 
the musical events of 1969 could be laid out 
as a complicated Venn diagram to illustrate 
all the genre-blending going on. There are 
so many mutant strains and so much cross
pollination that you have to spare a thought 
for the late-60s record shop owner. It must 
have been oh-so-simple just a few years 

earlier, to follow the ‘File under’ instruction 
printed neatly on the rear of the LP sleeve. 
Besuited, clean-cut pop stars were filed 
under pop; finger-in-the-ear folkies were filed 
under folk; gnarly blues musicians were... 
well, you get the picture. Placing middle-of- 
the-road fodder like The Hollies, The 
Carpenters and Herb Alpert and the Tijuana 
Brass in the ‘Pop’ section next to Captain 
Beefheart, Frank Zappa and Amon Duul II 
- all bedfellows in 1969 - is borderline 
insanity; they scarcely belong in the same 
universe. Blame psychedelia if you must.

Psychedelia - 1967 vintage - had, to 
paraphrase a from one of the most fondly 
remembered films of 1969, The Italian Job, 
blown ‘the bloody doors off’ the three-minute 
seven-inch single and redefined the LP - look 
at Pink Floyd’s The Piper at the Gates of 
Dawn... half toytown psychedelia; half 
acid-rock improvisation.

Two years down the line, this particular 
musical movement may now have been chip
wrapping to the press, but it’s arguable that 
without it, the multiplicity of musical options 
to explore in 1969 simply would not have 
existed (or at least been less diverse). The 
evidence is there if you wish to join the dots: 
psychedelia’s unorthadox time signatures, 
exotic instrumentation, louder amplification, 
studio experimentation, folk leanings and 
extended, electric improvisation are all 
present and correct in this year’s musical 
landscape - sometimes on the same album. 
Like the first outing from Jimmy Page, Robert 
Plant, John Paul-Jones and John Bonham...

Very heavy, not so humble
It’s fitting that the first LP release of 1969 - 
Led Zeppelin’s debut - is literally the 

hardest-hitting. The superhuman force of 
John Bonham’s drumming throws the ‘clatter 
of biscuit tins recorded through a paper bag’ 
approach of mid-60s studio engineers onto 
the scrapheap: Led Zeppelin arrives fully 
formed on album opener Good Times, Bad 
Times and hard rock - the genre that takes 
firm hold in the 70s - is bom. Of course the 
axe hero was nothing new - from Sister 
Rosetta Tharpe to Small Face Steve Marriott 
- but it was ex-Yardbird Jimmy Page that 
elevated this act of electric guitar onanism to 
new, stadium-filling proportions. Embryonic 
hard rock was a more experimental 
proposition - think Page attacking his guitar 
with a violin bow (Dazed and Confused) or 
coaxing unholy sounds out of a Theramin 
( Whole Lotta Love) - rather than bands 
like Aerosmith who claimed it as their own 
in the mid-1970s.

Two major-league hard rock players of 
the 1970s were still dipping their toes in 
more pretentious waters in 1969. The 
Who’s double LP Tommy- the first rock 
opera, if you discount The Pretty Things’ 
1968 magnum opus S. F. Sorrow- still 
came with shiny pop credentials. Pub-rock 
covers band staple Deep Purple delivered an 
LP that sounded as pretentious as its title 
suggests - Concerto for Group and Orchestra 
- released in December in the US and 
January 1970 in the UK.

Groups signed to Harvest - EMI’s 
progressive, underground subsidiary label, 
were seemingly encouraged to stretch 
out musically: an experimental release like 
Pink Floyd’s Ummagumma, a release that 
ushers in the 70s’ Progressive rock era - 
another mutant strain of psychedelia - 
is a case in point.
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1969

EARTHBOUND 
CHART TOPPERS
Back on planet earth, the singles chart 
largely remained a prisoner to the 
mainstream, as the UK's number one 
singles of 1969 reveal, although some 
stone classics lurk within...

■mn,

■III*
UllHh 
IfllUH:

Rolf Harris - Two Little Boys
The Archies - Sugar Sugar
Bobbie Gentry - I'll Never Fall in Love Again
Jane Birkin and Serge Gainsbourg - )e T’aime Moi 
Non Plus
Creedence Clearwater Revival - Bad Moon Rising 
Zager and Evans - In the Year 2525 
The Rolling Stones - Honky Tonk Women 
Thunderclap Newman - Something in the Air 
The Beatles -The Ballad of John and Yoko 
and Get Back
Tommy Roe - Dizzy •
Desmond Dekker and The Aces -The Israelites 
Marvin Gaye - / Heard it Through the Grapevine 
Peter Sarstedt - Where Do You Go To My Lovely 
Amen Corner - Half As Nice 
The Move - Blackberry Way 
Fleetwood Mac - Albatross 
Marmalade - Ob-la-di, Ob-la-da
The Scaffold - Lily the Pink

Ultimately, harder roads lay ahead for 
both The Who and Deep Purple in the 
1970s with the albums on which their 
subsequent careers rested - Who’s Next 
(1971) and the not-so-subtly signposted 
Deep Purple in Rock> (1970) respectively. 

It’s a testament to the band’s creativity 
that Led Zep managed to deliver a second 
long-player - the imaginatively monikered 
Led Zeppelin II - the self same year. A 
similar templat^tf compositional light 
and shade was adhered to on this follow 
up, as (relatively) softer cuts like Living 
Loving Maid and What is and What Never 
Should Be offset the explosive charge of 
Whole Lotta Love. But this opening track, one 
of the group’s most memorable riffs, was 
much more than sheer bombast - the 
Theramin-drenched middle section 
owes more to psychedelia than the dull 
thud of Zep copyists that followed. How 
do we define this music? Post-psychedelia? 
Proto-prog? Embryonic metal? Boundaries 
were blurring and something even heavier 
was stirring in Detroit.

“Placing middle-of-the-road fodder like The Hollies, The 
Carpenters and Herb Alpert in the ‘Pop’ section next to 
Captain Beefheart and Frank Zappa is borderline insanity.

Glam rock rising and proto-punk 
Seeping into the future from the nascent 
hard-rock roots are two other movements 
that define the decade to come - Glam 
and Punk - both with their origins in the 
musical melting pot of 1969. Hard rock 
fans would see little common ground 
with the Punk movement of the 
late 1970s, but with a 21st-century 
perspective - and the luxury of a time 
machine at our disposal - Detroit bands 
The Stooges and the politically charged 
MC5, are the clear missing links. Both 
The Stooges’ self-titled album and the
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1969

MCS's Kick Out The Jams (both debut 
releases) sound years removed from 
their contemporaries' music; their 
succinct songs with simple chord 
structures executed with raw power, 
owing more to The Troggs than the 
complexity of Led Zeppelin. Don't be 
fooled by the illusion of simplicity, 
however: The Stooges and the MCS 
are about total energy and are now 
reconstituted as 'classic rock' acts.

Both bands had to wait until the tail 
end of the next decade to receive more 
appreciative audiences, long after both 
groups' implosions. But despite their 
raw, organised chaos, the ghost of 
psychedelia again makes its presence 
felt on both long players in the shape 
of The Stooges' atmospheric mantra 
We Will Fall and the MCS's tribute to 
free-jazz maverick Sun Ra on Kick Out 
The Jams’ zero-gravity finale Starship 
(see But what if it's made out of green 
cheese?). Both tracks would have made 
fine contributions to an alternative 
soundtrack of the previous year's 2001: 
A Space Odyssey.

At least one branch of the glam-rock tree 
can be traced back to Detroit. Alice Coopet's 
band of proto-metal Detroit loons unleashed, 
the hard-as-nails debut Pretties For You 
album on Frank Zappa's Straight Records 
imprint. Glam classic I'm eighteen was a few 
years away, but its blueprint was forged in the 
cauldron of the late '60s. Other famous 
names synonymous with Glam all kick-started 
their careers in 1969: David Bowie (David 
Bowie, re-released as Space Oddity); Slade 
(Beginnings as Ambrose Slade); T-Rex 
(Unicorn as Tyrannosaurus Rex) and even 
future Rocket Man Elton John (Empty Sky) 
were all children of the late '60s.

Although the flavour of Empty Sky is 
watered-down psychedelic rock, its inclusion 
here is significant: one of the guises open to 
the lone wolf musician in 1969 was that of 
the singer-songwriter, another crashing wave 
on 1969's sea of possibility.

From folk into rock and back again 
The singer-songwriter took many shapes 
and forms in 1969. At one end of the 
spectrum you had the super-mainstream 
likes of Elton John and Al Stewart. In the 
shadowy, post-acid hinterland you could 
just about glimpse the likes of Kevin 
Ayers (ex-Soft Machine), Syd Barrett 
(ex-Pink Floyd) and Alexander 'Skip' 
Spence (ex-Moby Grape) if you looked 
hard enough. It's stretching the definition 
of the Singer-Songwriter genre to include 
this trio of mavericks, but why not? Each 
of these three artists delivered stripped 
back, semi-acoustic material - albeit 
with a post-psychedelic twist. Although 
Ayers's Joy of a Toy and Spence's fractured 
masterpiece Oar sold practically nothing 
on release in 1969, they have more artistic 
merit to the 21st century music enthusiast 
than the combined discographies of Stewart 
and John combined.

Between these bookends - alongside 
the finest exponents of the expansive genre, 
Leonard Cohen Songs From a Room and 
Joni Mitchell Clouds- the significant 
presence of Nick Drake can be felt, whose 
debut Five Leaves Left was released this 
year. Drake's musical legacy is a satisfying 
crossroads: in one direction leads to 
singer-songwriters experimenting with 
folk music and in the opposite leads folk 
musicians experimenting with pop - and 
in Pentangle's case, on the fabulous Basket 
of Light dragging pop, blues, jazz and 
beyond into its eclectic orbit.

If you find it hard to get your head 
around the notion that Led Zeppelin could 
fire its first two musical broadsides in the 
same year, then you'll be staggered by the 
musical trajectory of Pentangle's kindred 
spirits (Fairport Convention) during 1969- 
perhaps the greatest illustration of the 
endless musical possibilities and effortless 
innovation of this golden year in music.

The esteemed folk-rock ensemble started 
the year with the release of What We Did 
On Our Holidays, very much a progressive
pop affair, recruited the UK's premier 
folk fiddle player, Dave Swarbrick, for 
Unhalfbricking, beginning their 
experimentation with traditional English 
music on the masterful A Sailor's Life 
(complete with acidic guitar from Richard 
Thompson) and ended the year with the 
folk-rock fountainhead Liege and Lief, 
playing traditional English folk songs on 
electric instrumentation.

Three classic albums released in a single 
year is an incredible achievement by 
anybody's standards. With the sheer level of 
creativity fighting to burst out of this look 
back at 1969 - and we haven't even had time 
to reflect on the incredible developments in 
Jazz and modem Classical composition - 
we're almost tempted to leave the time 
machine parked right here, stack a few choice 
4Ss of the year onto the Dansette - like 
Fleetwood Mac's Albatross and The Rolling 
Stones' Honky Tank Women and savour 
music's giant leap once more. •

BUT WHAT IF IT'S 
MADE OUT OF 
GREEN CHEESE?

I n the same year that Neil Armstrong had that 
moonwalk nailed. was this selection of 
spaced-out musical moments

PINK FLOYD
MOONHEAD
The Floyd were invited to 
perform an improvised 
piece - the unreleased, 
but heavily bootlegged, 
Moonhead - on a BBC 1V 
programme on the night 
of the first moon landing 
entitled But what ifit's 
made ofgreen cheese?

Imagine that happening now; -the UK's premier 
underground rock band being asked to play live over a 
major historical event! Only in the 60s.

LOTHAR AND THE 
HAND PEOPLE
SPACE HYMN
This American 
experimental ensemble's 
music - a hybrid of 
psychedelia and 
electronics - was always 
out there, but not as much 
as on the final track of 
their second album. Sitar 

sounds accompany a droning voice surrounded by bubbling 
electronics, before giving way to simple acoustic guitar and 
a fragile song: "Standing on the moon/Filled with thoughts 
of home/Earth so slowly turning..."

MCS
STARSHIP
The Motor City Five head 
into deep space with the 
weightless closer to their 
classic debut live LP. 
Based on a poem by Sun 
Ra, the band nails their 
anything^goes 
improvisational 
credentials to the mast on

Starship - a free-rock workout that achieves zero gravity 
after an orgiastic, high-energy lift off. As Brother Rob Tyner 
cries: "Leaving! The solar system!"

JUDYHENSKE 
AND JERRY VESTER
FAREWELL 
ALDEBARAN
The final cut of the acid^ 
tinged LP of the same title 
on Zappa's Straight 
imprint gets all sci-fi, 
thanks to creepy. 
electronically treated 
vocals and synthesiser 

gurgles. As if Judy Henske's vocal range wasn't otherworldly 
enough, a Dalek-voiced Yester yelps; "The comets cling to 
her, the fiery bride/She is the mother of the mark and the 
prize," closing this cult LP in fine style.

THEBYRDS 
ARMSTRONG, 
ALDRINAND 
COLLINS
Continuing The Byrds' 
tradition of jokey album 
closers, 1969's Ballad of 
Easy Rider concludes with 
this tribute to Apollo Xl's 
crew. Starting with a 
rocket countdown and lift

off, when the rumble subsides. a plaintive 12-string strum 
ushers a nasal Roger McGuinn vocal that sits atop washes 
of Moog synth, before the song gently fades away into 
space, over before it begins...
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systems.co.uk tel. 0845 5191833

oherent

Systems

Beauty is not only born for the eye to see, 
it can also be heard... Call 0845 5191833 
to hear what you have been missing!

AUDIOPHILE BASE PLATFORMS

From vibration control 

platforms to a full Star 

Base Support system, all 

hand finished to enhance 

your listening pleasure.

For details of your nearest Dealer call 0845 6436299

systems.co.uk
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(Deluxe Edition)
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M usI creviHi-Fi Choice's pick of the latest high-quality music releases
ALBUM OF THE MONTH

Polydor

THE ROLLING
STONES _
45 x
FROM THE GREATEST ROCK 'N' 
ROLL BAND IN THE WORLD!
• 45 CO singles packed with rarities. 

re-mix&sand live versions
• 173 tracks, all 111ken Irom the originat UK and US singles
• Over 80 trM;ks not eu1Tently available
• Replicating the original sleeves and labels
• Includes 32-page hardback book with memorabilia, penod photos and an exclusive /rv Ex.

von

The Rolling StonesThe Rolling Stones Singles (1971-2006)
polydor.co.uk

****

45 CD singles in presentation box

IT HAS OFTEN BEEN said that 
The Rolling Stones' career can be 
broken down into three distinct 
phases. In the first, running 
approximately from 1963-67, 
they were essentially a pop 
group, turning out prolific and 
memorable jukebox hits such as 
The Last Time, Satisfaction and 
Paint It Black.

In the second phase, from 
1968-72, they became a 
swaggeringly brilliant rock band, 
producing an incredible run of 
decadent, but inspired albums 
that included Beggar's Banquet, 
Let It Bleed, Sticky Fingers and 
Exile On Main Street.

And in the third and final 
period, from 1973 to the present 
day, they became the greatest 
live rock 'n' roll act in the world; 
a spectacular behemoth of a 

road show, which has largely 
eclipsed their patchy later 
achievements in the studio.

There are already three box 
sets compiling their early hit 
singles(1963-65,1965-67 
and 1968-71) and the fact that 
after this frenetic, early chart 
domination the fourth box 
of singles in the series 
covers 35 years, illustrates 
both changes in the band 
and in the marketplace.

For a collection of singles, it 
has to be admitted that there 
are not that many genuine 
chart hits. Brown Sugar, Angie 
and Miss You, all topped the 
American charts, but there's not 
a UK Number One single here- 
indeed, their last British Top Ten 
hit came as long ago as 1981 
with Start Me Up. That said, 

"Sound was a dark, murky stew which rated more important than hi-fi clarity."
there is still plenty of compelling 
music: 45 individual CD singles 
in miniature picture sleeves, 
containing B-sides and remixes 
to make up a total of 173 tracks, 
many of which are not currently 
available elsewhere.

The trademark sound the 
Stones had developed by the 
early 1970s was a dark, murky 
stew in which a kind of druggy, 
voodoo mystery was rated more 
important than hi-fi clarity. 
Modern mastering has improved 
the murkiness without lessening 
the raunch and its benefit is 
obvious here on tracks such as 
TumbiingDice and Happy.

If you listen to these 45 singles 
the sound undergoes subtle changes. 
Hot Stuff, Miss You and Emotional 
Rescue from the late 1970s 
today sound more than ever like 

the band's response to disco - 
although Keith Richards would no 
doubt prefer the word 'funk'.

By the 1980s, producer Steve 
Lilywhite(U2/Simple Minds) had 
tweaked the band's sound again, 
adding a stadium muscularity 
to the likes of One Hit (To The 
Body). Yet somehow, the Stones 
and slickness made uneasy 
bedfellows and by the late 1980s, 
the production was getting 
syrupy; even on tough-edged 
tunes like Rock And A Hard Place 
and Mixed Emotions.

The biggest surprise, perhaps, 
is how much more convincing 
later singles such as You Got Me 
Rocking(1994) and Streets of 
Love(2005~) are, even though by 
that time the Stones had not so 
much reached maturity, as turned 
into a parody of themselves.

Overall, it's an intriguing 
journey that covers three-and-a- 
half decades of the band's career 
- one that leaves you feeling that 
by 1972 most of their best work 
had already been done. NW 
Standout tracks: All
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Nick Cave and The 
Bad Seeds
Murder Ballads
emimusic.com
***** EMI
CD

THE TITLE SAYS IT ALL:. every 
song on Caves ninth album 
from 1996 dealt with folks 
meeting their end in gruesome, 
bloody fashion . The subject 
matter perfectly suited his 
dolorous vocals and graveyard 
demeanour. Some of the ten 
songs were originals, others 
covers, but Cave masterfully 
wove them into a morbid, 
spooky concept, touched with 
flashes of gallows humour, in 
which the souls of the 
deceased he was singing 
about thrillingly seemed to 
haunt the records grooves 

Part of a series of Cave 
reissues that also includes Let 
Love In (1994), The Boatman's 
Call(1997) and No More Shall 
We Part(2001), each is 
presented in the original 
version, plus a 5.1 remix. On the 
original album, Caves gothic 
vocals were so commanding 
that you hardly noticed The 
Bad Seeds . Surround sound 
makes their skewed, vaguely 
disturbed accompaniment 
boldly evident and the duets 
with Kylie Minogue and PJ 
Harvey are given truly 
melodramatic enhancement.
NW
Standout tracks: Song Of Joy; Henry Lee; 
Where The Wild Roses Grow; O'Malley's Bar

Gustav Mahler
Symphony No 7 'Song 
Of The Night' 
chandos.net/
***** Chandos
SACD/CD Hybrid

ONCE UPON A TIME, with a bit 
of luck and a strong tail wind, it 
was just possible to get 
Mahler's 7th Symphony within 
a CD's 80-minute time frame. 
So all hail Neeme Jarvi for 
breaking the land-speed record 
and performing the work in just 
over 69 minutes! To put things 
into perspective, that's a full 
five minutes faster than Boulez 
(no slouch) and almost 13 
minutes ahead ofBernstein.

For a symphony subtitled 
Song Of The Night, Jarvi's 
account is very much a daylight 
affair, but while his fast
moving, unsentimental account 
isn't strong on atmosphere, it 
certainly emphasises the 
music's stark modernity. The 
sound is spacious and rich, 
especially in SACD form. JH 
Standout tracks: 4 Nachtmusik II 
Andante Amoroso

AUDIOPHILE VINYL

*** Capitol/Pure Pleasure 
180g

Quicksilver Messenger Service Quicksilver Messenger Service 
purepleasurerecords.com

QMS WAS PART OF the 
San Francisco psychedelic 
scene that spawned The 
Grateful Dead and Jefferson 
Airplane, and their sound

SCRÌTTI POLITI!

Scritti Politti
Absolute 
virginmusic.com
***' Virgin
CD

REPUTEDLYTAKING an 
integral part of the post-punk 
scene in the UK, Scritti Palitti 
were formed at Leeds College 
of Art after Cardiff-born leader 
Green Gartside saw The 
Sex Pistols in 1975. Fusing 
a strong political message 
with an interest in Marxist 
philosophy, the band moved 
to London to release their 
1978 debut single Skank Bloc 
Bologna, an assured mixture 
of wordplay and post-punk 
instrumentation.

Absolute is like a series 
of musical cliches from 
the 1980s: gated drums; 
vocodered vocals; drum pads 
and those awful electronic 
climaxes. There are some 
sonic highlights, but that early 
promise was never 
truly fulfilled. MP 
Standout tracks: Skank Bloc 
Bologna; The Sweetest Girl

has a strong folk influence 
which comes from Dino 
Valenti who formed the band.

Both of the band's two 
guitarists and bass players 
were singers, so there is a fair 
amount of harmony alongside 
the fine, twangy guitar work.

The album doesn't sound 
particularly psychedelic, 
rather it's more like great 
pop for the most part, with 
a fabulous guitar work-out. 
What holds it up is strong 
song-writing and one 
suspects that in a less star- 
studded era it would have 
made a bigger impression.

Thin Lizzy
Jailbreak (Deluxe Ed) 
universal music.corn
***** Universal/Mercury
2-CD

THE THIN LIZZV that entered 
London's Rampart Studios 
in early 1976 were seasoned 
veterans of American and 
European tours and a 
veritable rainbow of talent 
and nationality. Two guitarists, 
one American, one Scot, 
augmented Manchester
born Irishman Lynott's 
presence, while the only 
native Irishman, Brian Downey 
anchored everything with 
his precise polyrhythmic 
drumming on the album 
that would produce their 
biggest ever hit, The Boys 
Are Back In Town.

Lynott's kaleidoscope of 
soft/hard songs is still a 
delight and included with the 
original album, is a bonus disc 
of remixed singles and two 
previously unissued songs. MP 
Standout tracks: Jailbreak; The Boys 
Are Back InTown; The Cowboy Song

The sound is a bit on the thin 
side, even by the standards of 
the time and the guitars lack 
impact, but Pure Pleasure 
has done a good job of 
bringing out the detail.

The bass is strong, but 
not flabby. You can always 
hear what's going on, even 
when the final extended 
instrumental throws violin 
and tubular bells into the 
mix. AU this, alongside a 
pair of guitars that laid part 
of the foundations for heavy 
rock. /K 
Standout tracks: Light ofYour 
Windows; The Fool
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Mercury Rev
Deserter's Songs 
cooperativemusic.com
***** V2/Cooperative Music
CD

THE KINK KONTROVERSY

The Kinks
The Kink Kontroversy 
universalmusic.com
**** Universal Music
CD

R1MSKY- 
KORSAKOV

Shdtcrnzade 
. fu Tuie uf l\.ar (Suih’i

\l:irhi L:irionoff. mìh‘ 
Sfuiür Svmphon) •Gerard Schiara

Rimsky-Korsakov
Scheherazade/Tale of 
Tsar Sultan - Suites
Naxos.com
***** Naxos
CD

HIGH-
RESOLUTION
DOWNLOADS
Jazz 'n' Spirit
Continuum
linnrecords.com
****' BERTHOLD Records
24-bit/96kHz

MERCURY REV'S sumptuous 
fourth release was voted album 
ofthe year by Mojo and NME 
on its 1998 release. It stands 
as an Everest in the American 
band's career, surrounded by 
mere foothills; nothing in their 
early life hinted at its baroque 
grandeur and they've not 
matched it since.

Woozy psychedelia and 
shimmering orchestrations on 
a set of romantic, heart-tugging 
songs create something akin 
to aural nirvana. The only band 
who come close to this kind of 
cosmic ornateness is Flaming 
Lips - and it's no coincidence 
their finest albums have been 
produced by Mercury Rev's 
Dave Fridmann. A bonus disc of 
demos doesn't add much - but 
then the original album is near
perfect, anyway. NW
Standout tracks: Opus 40; Holes;
Goddess OnA Highway; Delta Sun

RECORDED AND RELEASED 
over little more than a 12 
month period of frenzied 
activity in 1964-65, the first 
three Kinks albums can be 
taken as a single entity - and 
yet even within that short 
space of time, they illustrate 
the rapid development of Ray 
Davies as one of the great 
English songwriters.

Remastering adds an extra 
dynamism to the band's 
savage early fuzz-tone-riffing 
by correcting the poor tracking 
that marred some of the 
original releases. The narrative 
is fascinatingly fleshed-out 
by the three bonus discs, 
containing non-album hits, 
rarities and interview snippets 
to create, in its modest way, The 
Kinks equivalent of the Beatles' 
Anthology series. NW 
Standout tracks: You Really Got Me; 
Tired Of Waiting For You

SCHWARZ CONDUCTS a 
hugely enjoyable performance 
of the composer's colourful 
showpiece- by turns vivid, 
heroic, sensual and exciting. 
Violinist Maria Larionoffis a 
superb soloist, comparing 
favourably with the best and 
she plays with a bright yet 
perfect intonation.

The recording sounds smooth 
and open, with good detail 
and a wide dynamic range. 
Balances are natural, without 
undue emphasis on the brass. 
However, The Tale of Tsar Sultan 
sounds even better, with some 
impressive deep bass and 
greater overall transparency.

The famous Flight Of The 
Bumble Bee completes the disc 
and makes a welcome bonus as 
this movement is not part of the 
suite and often omitted. JH 
Standout track: Tsar's Farewell

AN INTRIGUING 
mix of repertoire: 
spiritual and 

B secular music
** of the baroque 

and renaissance 
1» - — periods, 

combined with elements of jazz and 
pop, and played by an acoustic trio 
of saxophone, guitar and double 
bass. It's fascinating to hear three 
musicians deconstruct a choral 
melody from the 17th century and 
reproduce it in a contemporary setting. 

This 24-bit recording was made in 
the concert hall of Marienmunster 
Abbey. The performers say, "Like a 
good wine, music needs air to breath," 
and it receives every opportunity on 
this superbly spacious recording.

In every respect this is a refreshing 
alternative to boilerplate jazz. MS 
Standout tracks: Wer Nur Den lieben Gott 
Uisstwalten; Nun RuhenAlleWalder

Trichometry
The Gentle War
naimlabel.com

HOT PICK

***** The Nairn label
24-bit/88.2kHz

BLU-RAYDVD

GaryMoore&Friends One Night In Dublin: A Tribute To Phil Lynott
eagle-rock.corn

**** Eagle Vision
Blu-ray LPCM stereo, Dolby 
Digital 5.1, DTS HD Master Audio

THIS TRIBUTE to Thin Lizzy's 
late frontman Phil Lynott, 
took place the day after his 
statue was unveiled in Dublin

back in 2005. Fronted by 
the Gary Moore, it brings 
together the band's former 
guitar players Brian 
Robertson, Scott Gorham and 
Eric Bell, who are backed by 
Lizzy drummer Brian Downey 
and Jethro Tull's Jonathan 
Noyce on bass.

It's a short set, in front of 
an enthusiastic audience, 
that's strong on atmosphere 
and musicianship. Robertson 
makes the strongest 
impression, but all three guitar 
pairings make an excellent job 
of the material and Moore's 
voice, while not quite Lynott's,

does not intrude. It's only the 
relatively tight bass-playing 
that tells you that this isn't the 
Thin Lizzy of yore.

The sound is open and 
dynamic with plenty of detail 
from the buzzing of the amps 
and lovely juicy bass lines 
from Noyce. The guitars 
sound superb, either alone 
or more appealingly when 
played together - Emerald 
is particularly fine in this 
respect. Live and Dangerous 
was a great album, but it never 
sounded this good./K 
Standouttracks: Still in Love with
You; Emerald

IT'S ALMOST as 
if this Australian 
trio realised its 
first album could 
be difficult for 
some people to 
get into and fully

absorb, so it threw open the garage 
doors and assembled a selection of 
more readily accessible compositions: 
Cute(which celebrates the drummer's 
newborn son) and Shut Up (inspired 
by reality TV), are prime examples 
of music that, while remaining 
intelligent, seems easier to appreciate 
and better exposes the personalities, 
and humour, of the composers 
and players.

The self-produced recording brings 
out all the vitality, control, subtlety, 
dynamism and channelled aggression 
that this band exhibits in its live 
performances. It makes thoroughly 
compelling listening. MS 
Standout tracks: Chase; Shut Up
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DEALER SYSTEMSMIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE
Middle
England

SYSTEM 1- ENTENTE CORDIALE

The first system John showed us was the least expensive of the three. Here was a system designed to provide long-term satisfaction with a wide variety of music and a combination of two relatively well-known British brands with a less familiar French outsider.
Considerately positioned in the middle of the UK, Midland 
Audio Exchange (MAX), is said to be skilled in the art of 
system-building. So Ed Selley paid them a visit ...

from different ends of the MAX portfolio.

IMOGEN 
HEAP

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE
FORGE LANE, BELBROUGHTON, 01562 731100
MIDLANDAUDIOX-CHANGE.CO.UK

REGA.CO.UK, NEAT.CO.UK, LAVARDIN.COM, 
DYNAVECTOR.COM, SHAHINIANACOUSTICS.COM/

MUSIC USED

IMOGEN 
HEAP
ELLIPSE 
CD

DAFT PUNK
TRON LEGACY 
SOUNDTRACK 
CD

FONTAN
WINTERHWILA
LP

elebrating its 16th year of trading, 
Midland Audio Exchange (MAX); 
the brainchild of John Roberts, is not 
your typical hi-fi dealer. Eschewing

a conventional metropolitan location, MAX is 
instead based in the bucolic Worcestershire 
village of Belbroughton, conveniently placed for 
mobile audiophiles up and down the country. 

The store premises are rather unconventional: 
instead of a typical shop or industrial 
warehouse, visitors find themselves in a 
converted chapel. The building might not be the 
normal choice for a hi-fi dealer, but the upper 
floor is an open and airy, with two large 
listening areas and plentiful product on display. 

What attracted us to Midland Audio Exchange 
in the first place was its central philosophy, 
something that John calls a “comfortable” 
sound; one that avoids bright, superficial sound 
that can be thrilling in short doses, but wearing 
to five with. Like John, Hi-Fi Choice does its best 
to steer folks towards honest, natural-sounding 
systems that add as little as possible, so we 
challenged him to impress our ears.

John’s big names, such as Rega and Neat, rub 
shoulders with lesser-known brands like 
Shahinian and the MAX-distributed Lavardin 
and complete systems range from between 
£2,000 and £50,000, although the average price 
of a MAX system is in the region of £7-£8,000

With this in mind, we asked John to 
demonstrate a typical entry-level system,

THE EXPERTS

«•I 
li

Gallic CharmThe French outsider is the £2,699 Lavardin IS Reference, a 45-watt solid-state integrated amp. With four line inputs, no remote and an absence of any other fripperies, the IS Reference is very much a minimalist design that can look superficially uninspiring against more well-endowed competition.Don't be fooled, however. The key design feature is the circuitry which is designed to eliminate memory distortion; a condition identified by Lavardin as the reason why some solid-state designs can sound unnatural and something that they have gone to great lengths to eliminate.This is partnered with the Rega Saturn CD player (HFC 345). This twin-DAC-equipped toploader is a long-standing favourite of ours and great value at its £898 price point.The speakers are the smallest floorstanders from Neat; the diminutive £1,076 Motive 2s. These are just 76cm-tall and feature a downward-firing bass port that makes positioning in a relatively tight spot a simple business. The Motives are a two-way design partnering a 134mm mid bass driver with a 25mm metal tweeter, with an unusual leaning cabinet to help phase arrangements. Lavardin cabling was used throughout in this instance.The three units are well finished and handsome enough, but equally they are sufficiently small and unobtrusive to ensure that your lounge doesn't resemble a full-blown listening room. That is, of course, until you switch them on and spin some discs.
Richness and realismStarting initially with Little Bird from Imagen Heap's recent Ellipse album, the trio produces a sound considerably larger than the Neat's small stature and Lavardin's

CHANGE.CO.UK
REGA.CO.UK
NEAT.CO.UK
LAVARDIN.COM
DYNAVECTOR.COM
SHAHINIANACOUSTICS.COM/


limited power output suggests is 
possible. Heap's vocals are held 
beautifully in the space between 
the speakers and have a richness 
and realism that is absolutely 
convincing and extremely addictive. 
More surprising still, is the bass 
response. This is fast and agile as 
might be expected, but possesses 
considerable low-end extension 
that suggests a far larger speaker 
has been employed.

A5 might be expected, a system 
that includes Rega and Neat 
components has no difficulty with 
timing. Blue Ridge Mountains by 
the Fleet Foxes sets feet tapping 
and heads nodding within seconds.

The contribution of the Lavardin 
is subtler than the Brit bits, but 
it is there nonetheless. The 
wonderfully natural tonality 
and effortless soundstage are 
the trademarks of the brand and 
the resulting combination manages 
the singular feat of combining 
perfect timing and drive with a 
smoothness that makes extended 
listening sessions inevitable.

Despite the relatively modest 
price tag, this system is a class act. 
The three components are a perfect 
match for each other and the 
resulting performance is top-notch 
and considerably greater than the 
sum of its parts.

O REGA SATURN 
£898
rega.co.uk

O LAVARDIN IS 
REFERENCE 
£2,699 
lavardin.com

O NEAT MOTIVE 2 
£1,076
neat.co.uk

TOTAL SYSTEM 
PRICE: £4,673

rega.co.uk
lavardin.com
neat.co.uk


DEALER SYSTEMSMIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE
SY^M 2 -A RIGHT PEAR

T
he next system marks a 
considerable jump in price, 
but a jump that we felt was 

worthwhile to demonstrate the 
scope of the ^MAX product range. 
Supplied from a single distributor, 
Pear Audio, here are four products 
that really complement each other 
and John opines, are the perfect 
system combination.

Silicone fluid
The source in this instance is the 
Well Tempered Labs Amadeus GTA 
turntable with matching arm. This 
is a striking-looking device, but 
every aspect of the design is 
functional, from the low-clearance 
platter to the motor which is 
entirely isolated from the chassis. 
It uses silicone fluid instead of a 
bearing to damp and pivot the arm 
with a fixed hoist-style arrangement 
to keep it upright. The result looks 
curious, but works remarkably 
well. A £999 Dynavector XXII 
moving coil camidge was also 
fitted. This is apt because the 
amplification is also from 
Dynavector. The £5,800 L300 
preamp and matching £5,000 
HXlOO power amp are brand 
new and only recently arrived 
in the UK.

Like the Well Tempered deck, 
the Dynavectors conceal a 
considerable amount of clever 
thinking internally. The preamp 
uses ultra-linear amplifier stages 
that automatically adapt to the 
volume level to maximise linearity 
and minimise noise and distortion. 
This means there isn't a single 
moving part in the signal path. 
The 125-watt HXlOO is a rrue 
balanced design with large 
current reserves and the ability 
to operate in mono if you need 
even more power.

The speakers carry on with 
the distinctive appearance theme 
and, if anything, turns it up a 
notch. The £6,000 Shahinian 
Obelisks look like no other 
speaker on the market. The 
pyramidal srructure on the 
top of each cabinet contains 
rwo 38mm titanium ultralight 
exposed dome midranges and 
four W-shaped titanium/polyimide 
dome superrweeters backed up 
by an eight-inch bass driver with 
passive radiator on the back.

The result is a genuine 
polydirectional speaker that 
produces an amazingly even 

output regardless of your position 
in the room. This is certainly a 
distinctive system to look at, but 
do the sonics match up?

Effortless work
From the moment that the silicone 
damped arm lowers itself onto the 
record, this is a remarkable listen. 
It's a combination that makes 
effortless work of anything you 
throw at it. Listening to the eclectic 
Winterhwila by Fontan is a massively 
rewarding experience. Bass is taught, 
deep and tuneful, but it is the 
unbelievable soundstage of the 
Shahinians that grabs the attention. 
Placed in the same space as the 
Nears from our first system demo, 
the Obelisks present an immense, 
three-dimensional wall of sound 
with pin-point placement of singers 
and insrruments within it.

Even though the equipment in 
this system is radically different to 
the Rega/Lavardin/Neat system, 
the same sense of the "comfortable" 
sound is apparent. This combination 
wants for nothing in terms of 
dynamics and slam, but it is so 
unforced and natural it is incredibly 
easy to listen to for hours at a time. 
The whole effect is entirely gimmick
free. The electronics that make 
up this system might look curious, 
but they are also remarkably 
transparent. They leave the 
smallest possible impression 
of themselves berween the 
record and the 

John feels the 
the synergy of 
this trio is 
particularly 
strong, but 
for those 
who prefer 
small silver 
discs to big 
vinyl ones, 
substituting 
the Copland 
CDA825 for 
the Well 
Tempered 
means that it 
keeps most of 
the magic in 
place. We could 
have spent the 
rest of the day 
spinning records 
on this singular 
system but it was 
time to move on to 
the final offering.

o WELL TEMPERED GT WITH 
DYNAVECTOR XXll 
£3,854
welltemperedlab.com

TOTAL SYSTEM 
PRICE: £16,154

f) DYNAVECTOR L300 
PREAMP WITH PHONO 
£5,800

o DYNAVECTOR HX100 
POWER AMP 
£5,000 
dynavector.com

OSHANIANIAN 
OBELISK 2 
£6,000

welltemperedlab.com
dynavector.com


SYSTEM 3 - DIGITAL DYNAMITE

As it transpired, moving on to 
the final system was hardly 
an onerous task, especially 

when the components it features 
are this interesting. From the 
all-analogue construction of system 
two we go right to the other end of 
the spectrum - the final system for 
our consideration is entirely digital.

Beautifully built
The key component of this system 
is the Devialet D-Premier. Within 
the beautifully built, slender chassis 
lurks a hybrid class A input and 
class D output, 240-watt internal 
amplifier and 192kHz-capable 
DAC. The only control on the 
chassis itself is the power button: 
all other control is via a separate 
remote control that features its 
own volume knob. This is such a 
wonderful thing to use, we found 
ourselves adjusting the volume for 
just the hell of it.

The D-Premier acts as both amp 
and DAC in this system and the use 
of the £18,500 EMM Labs XDS-1 
purely as a transport is probably 
overkill, but the EMM also acted as 
a digital hub for a Macbook with 
lossless files and can spin the odd 
SACD (remember those?) if 
required.

The speakers in this case are the 
£6,500 MartinLogan Ethos which 
although only fractionally more 
expensive than the Shahinians, 
could not be more different. While 
the Obelisk uses an array of 
upward-firing tweeters to achieve 
their omni directionality, the Ethos 
is the classic MartinLogan pairing 
of an electrostatic membrane for 
the tweeter and midrange, 
underpinned by an active bass 
module with a conventional driver. 
The approach might be different, 
but the attention is the same; a 
speaker with a massive soundstage 
and very wide imaging.

Perhaps the most impressive 
aspect of this combination is that 
this remarkable performance is not 

achieved by an especially large 
system. The D-Premier is minute by 
the standards of high-end amps and 
the MartinLogans are slender and 
possessed of a small footprint. Even 
the EMM Lab is hardly a behemoth. 
This is a system that dominates any 
room it's playing in but is relatively 
unobtrusive when powered down.

Given the differences between 
this all-digital powerhouse and the 
altogether more conventional 
systems that preceded it, the chances 
of the "comfortable" sound making 
the journey across, seemed rather 
hard to credit. And yet, within 
seconds of a CD being selected, the 
'house sound' is back in the room. 
This is a system that, even more so 
than the others, has a scale and 
weight that is little short of 
sensational - Daft Punk's Adagio for 
Tron carries the full heft of the 
electronically supported orchestra 

O EMM LABS XDS-1 
£18,500 
emmlabs.com

O DEVIALET 
D-PREMIER 
£10,700 
devialet.com

O MARTINLOGAN 
ETHOS 
£6,498 
martinlogan.com

TOTAL SYSTEM 
PRICE: 
£35,698

and allows every monstrous transient 
all the space it possibly needs.

Limitless power
Often with such dynamic electronics, 
there can be a sense of relentlessness 
that becomes wearing after a while; 
but once again this is a system that 
manages to combine incredible 
dynamics and perfect timing with 
a naturalness that makes you want
to spend hours in front of it. 

Switching over to some high
resolution digital files on the Mac 
managed to extract even more 
performance from the system. 
The D-Premier can hardly be 
described as artificial with ordinary 
Red Book CD but the larger files
are more natural 
and more realistic 
still. John had 
ended the day with 
another winner.

■30
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With such a consistent philosophy 
( • , being so clearly demonstrated across 

three very different systems, it’s easy
SUMMING 
UP to see why Midland Audio Exchange has 

the reputation that it does. For starters, 
its amazing premises are a world away 
from the stereotypical ‘dingy dealer* 
and John has assembled a remarkable 

portfolio of brands (of which we only 
scratched the surface) that - despite 
their markedly different pricing, design 
and specification - hold true to the 
wider intention of the store.

All three systems fulfill the essential 
requirement of what makes great hi-fi, 
in that they make you want to keep 

on listening. If an entry-level system 
purchased from MAX meets your hi-fi 
requirements - and it certainly did for 
us - then you can rest assured that they 
also have you covered for numerous 
upgrades to come and that, surely, 
must be the sole purpose of any first- 
class hi-fi dealer. •
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HelpSadvice
We've got the answers to everything you've ever wanted to know about hi-fi 
and weren't afraid to ask. Email us now at hifichoice@futurenetcom or write to:
Hi-Fi Choice Q&A, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

YOUR EXPERTS QUESTION OF THE MONTH
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: LOUDSPEAKERS
HAVING WORKED on both sides of the 
audio industry for over 30 years, as 
loudspeaker designer and reviewer, Paul is 
ideally placed to offer thorough, in-depth 
analysis of every speaker reviewed, as well 
as cutting-edge developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
AS EVERY audiophile knows, there's so 
much more to getting a system to sing than 
merely throwing components together. 
Jimmy Hughes has spent 40 years tweaking 
and optimising systems, as well as 
voraciously collecting records.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
WRITING EXCLUSIVELY for HFC, Richard 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to bear in 
our rigorous Blind-Listening Group Test. As 
our technical consultant, Richard is the 
authority on HFC's test and measurement.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: DIGITAL AUDIO
RESIDENT IN the audio industry for over a 
decade, Ed has considerable experience of 
both CD and SACD formats on disc, as well 
as an increasing personal interest in 
streamed high-resolution audio and 
network based systems.

ALVIN GOLD
EXPERTISE: HIGH-END
HAVING WRITTEN for a huge range of 
magazines, both internationally and in 
Britain, Alvin has a very full 30 years of 
reviewing under his belt. A guru of all 
component types, he's now extending his 
expertise by building PCs for audio too.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
ANOTHER EDITOR, Jason opted to become a 
freelance contributor when he relinquished 
the helm of HFC after 17 years on the 
magazine. A hi-fi addict since his twenties, 
Jason fell for the beauty of vinyl and has 
never looked back.

Q
I have been given a Rega P2turntable, 
but it seems that the cartridge is 
worn out. I have an MM phono 
stage in my amp and a budget of up to £100 

for a replacement. Can you help?
Ben White, via email

Curiously, your question 
arrived just before issue 
345, featuring our 
cartridge Mini-Test, hit 

the newsstonds. Of the four cartridges 
we tested, here are two possibilities: 
the Shure M97xE (£82) and the Rega 
Bias 2 (£65). The former is a fantastic 
design and one that has been on sale 
for many years, while the latter is 
fully compatible with a Rega P2 and 
RB250 tonearm. In fact, the synergy 
that can result from going 'all Rega'

Doing more with less
I currently use a Rega Saturn 

■ J| with an Exposure 3010 pre/ 
■lIF power amplifier. I have also 
recentl y purchased (in part on the 
recommendation of Hi-Fi Choice) a pair 
of PMC fact.8 loudspeakers (HFC 327). 
These are fantastic and represent 
a massive step forward over my 
previous speakers.

They are part of a wider upgrade plan 
and I feel that they are showing up the 
limitations of the Exposures more than 
the Rega. I also don't know whether I will 
replace the Rega with another CD player 
or take the streaming plunge, so I am 
looking to change the amp first.

I can spend up to £5,000 on an 
amplifier to replace the pre/power 
and ideally I would like it to be a big 
step forward, but contained within a 

might, in this case, be more effective 
than the Shure.

single chassis. As I like the overall sonic 
balance of the Exposures, I guess I'm 
looking for an amp that does 'more' in 
the same way. What are my options?
James Shone, via email

The PMCs are not an 
especially difficult load, but 
will show up the limitations 

in equipment placed in front of them. 
We would suggest starting with the 
Electrocompaniet EC! 5 Mk II (HFC 
340). This is good value at £2,750 and 
has the power output and control to 
make the PMCs work well. Further up 
the price ladder, the Moon 15.3 RS 
(HFC 301) is another strong product 
with superb sonics, interesting 
features and excellent build.

Finally, if you like the performance 
of the Saturn, don't rule out Rega's

ASK US A QUESTION TODAY!
Our experts are on hand to answer your questions. 
Whether you’re lookins for future-proof upgrades, 
advice or help with your current set-up, our two- 
channel Einsteins have all the necessary expertise 
and several hundred years of combined audio 
knowledge to slake your thirst and support your 
passion for perfect sound. Email your questions now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com Well-equipped for the money and pleasingly 

compact: the Moon iS.3 RS integrated amp
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mighty Osiris (HFC 329). This is 
£1,000 over budget if bought 
new, but as we went to press, we 
saw one for sale online at just 
under£4,000, which makes it a lot of amplifier forthe money 
and one that was, we noticed, 
working well with the fact. 8s in 
Bristol earlier this year.

Grand vinyl

Q
I have been using a 
Rega P3 for several years 
now and I am looking 

to upgrade it. I have between 
£1,000 and £2,000 to spend on 
a replacement, which does not 
need to include arm or cartridge, 
as the modified RB300 and 
Dynavector cartridge on the P3 will 
be transplanted.

Before you recommend a Gyrodec 
to me, I need to throw a spanner in 
the works and say that I don't really 
like the Michell very much!

As I have a wall shelf I would 
prefer to stick with an unsuspended 
deck that can mount the RB300 
without issue. If the deck can 
support upgrades to the arm in the 
future, that would also be ideal.
Stuart Hurst. via email

Keeping the RB300 will 
make for a cost-effective 
upgrade, but coupled 

with looking for an unsuspended 
deck your options are more 
limited than we thought. All of the 
larger Rega decks are not only 
sold with arms in situ, they use 
the revised three-point mount, as 
opposed to the single hole that 
the RB300 uses.

Many of the decks that will 
accept the RB300 and work well 
with it are suspended; although 
their suspension is different 
to the coil arrangement of the 
Gyrodec. The Scheu Analogue 
Cello (HFC 345), for example, 
is unsuspended, beautifully 
built and can be fitted with the

A new contender on the UK turntable scene, the Scheu Analog 
Cello has stunning looks and a performance to match

RB300 instead of the Je/co that 
we reviewed it with. So if the deck 
must be unsuspended, then this 
would be our choice.

If you are prepared to have a 
look at models that have less 
complex suspension than the 
Gyrodec, then we would suggest 
checking out the Townshend Rock 
7 (HFC 345). This is an immensely 
assured turntable that will work 
extremely well with an RB300 
(once fitted for the silicone trough 
that the Rock 7 uses), but will see 
further improvements if 
you were to upgrade to the 
Excalibur tonearm.

Garage fan

Q
My long:awaited garage 
conversion is nearing 
completion and I have a 

little bit of cash left over for some 
upgrades to the system, that will 
be occupying part of the new 
room. I currently use a Squeezebox 
Touch, Arcam A85 and Dynaudio 
Audience 70 speakers.

With £2,000 to spend, would I 
see the most benefit from a new 
amp - possibly including digital 
inputs for the Squeezebox or a new 
pair of speakers? I'm a rocker, by 
the way, with occasional patches 
of blues and funk.
Michael Gough, via email

You don't specify 
how large your new 
room is going to be, 

but we'll assume that it is going
to be typically garage-y. 
We think that the biggest 
single improvement that you 
are likely to see for £2, OOO 
would be directed towards 
upgrading the speakers. 
In time, the Arcam will benefit 
from an update as well, but 
initially, something like the 
Audiovector Kl 3 Signature 
(HFC 343) is as good place to 
start the search. This is a well-

The Aura Note Premier: 2010 award winner

thought-out design with quarter
wave bass-loading that gives 
fast and tuneful low end from a 
slim cabinet.

If you want more clout for rock 
(although, not without a degree 
ofsubtlety), the transmisson- 
loaded PMC GBli (HFC 306) 
remains a firm favourite of 
ours. The PMCs should be well 
up to the task of filling a 
garage-sized space and neither 
recommendation should be 
beyond the capacity of the 
Arcam to drive.

Ofcourse, choosing the slightly 
less expensive PM Cs would leave 
some money in the bank to have 
a look at the very clever Arcam rDAC 
(HFC 338), or the Musical Fidelity 
Ml DAC (p66), as an interesting boost to the Squeezebox.

One box to rule them all

Q
Like so many people, 
my all-separates hi-fi 
was swept away with 

house purchases, children and 
the like. Things are settling down 
now and I would like to get another 
audio system, but suspect that 
separates are still beyond the 
space and means I have available. 
Perhaps, an all-in-one solution 
would be the answer?

The Aura Note Premier won 
your 2010 Award for this category 
(HFC 339) and looks to be a fine 
bit of kit, but the Rote I RCX-1500 
has been strongly reviewed 
recently (HFC 342), so I was 
wondering which of these two 
units would be better for me.

I listen to rock and soul music 
mainly and intend to partner 
the electronics, at least initially, 
with a pair of Quad 1 lls (that 
I have on loan from a friend) 
before buying another pair of 
stand mount loudspeakers in the 
£800-£1,000 price point.

Any suggestions that you can 
give me in this regard would be 
much appreciated.
Adrian Bell. via email

The Aura Note Premier 
and the Rote/ RCX-1500 
are both excellent 

products and we think that either 
of them would work well with the 
Quads. Which product you go for 
will depend partly on how you 
see yourself listening to music 
going forward.

The Aura is essentially CD
based and ifyou see yourself 
using the silver disc as your main 
format for the foreseeable future, 
we think that it is still the best 
sounding of the all-in-ones.

The Rote/ is a more sophisticated 
proposition. Although it has a CD 
drive, the main attraction over the 
Aura Note Premier is the ability to 
stream audio over the network. 
The Aura can have a computer 
connected over USB, but this 
is not as slick a solution as the 
Rote/. The Rote/ also features a 
DAB and internet radio functionality.

If sound quality over CD is the 
main requirement, we would 
still choose the Aura Note, but 
were we looking for a solution 
for streaming audio, we'd pick 
the Rote/. As we've already said, 
both units will work fine with the 
Quads, but something like the 
Bowers & Wilkins' CM5 (HFC335), 
colud be worth a look as a long 
term replacement. They are 
sensitive enough to present little 
challenge to either unit in the 
course of normal listening.

Full Moon

Q
I have recently upgraded 
my electronics from a 
Cyrus CD6 SE CD player 

and Cyrus 6 XP amp to the Moon 
i5 integrated amplifier and 1000 
DAC. Even through my old Mission 
773e loudspeakers, the results 
are spectacular.

But it's now time to upgrade from 
the Missions and I have a 
budget of up to £1,300 for a pair 
of floorstanders. They need to 
be less than a metre tall and 
relatively compact, as the

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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The Lavry DAlO achieves everything that's 
expected of it and a little bit more
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Dynaudio DM3/7: deep bass and a 
sweet top end

available space is the same 
size as before.I read your review of the Bowers 
& Wilkins CMS (HFC 344) and 
will be considering these, but I 
was also wondering what else 
might be worth shortlisting?I am an acoustic and blues fan 
forthe most part, with occasional 
forays into soul and rock. I 
also live in a flat, so absolute 
listening levels are not very 
high and I need a speaker that 
can still sound full-bodied at 
lower volume levels.
Pete Webb, via email

There is no shortage 
of choice at this price 
point and our recent 

experience of the CMBs suggest 
that they definitely have to 
be top of your list. They are 
extremely talented loudspeakers 
with a wide range of abilities, 
handsome appearance and 
excellent build - and they nip 
in under the required height 
restriction by four centimetres! 

Another speaker that's worthy 
of consideration is the Dynaudio

96.0( * 88.248.0
HEADPHONE 444

LOCK INPUT
xlr widerea y narrowoptical •’ crystal

DM3/7 (HFC 345). These are also 
fantastic-sounding speakers 
which, while not as handsome 
as the CMBs, might be better- 
suited to lower level listening. 
This is because their relatively 
insensitive design would mean 
that your amp would be working 
proportionately harder at any 
given volume level (unlike the 
CMBs) and this can often result in 
better sound quality.

THE HI-FI CHOICE 
GUIDE TO: 
HEADPHONES

EXPERT
ADVICE

Stack a DAC

QI am looking to upgrade 
my Arcam CD192 and, 
as an interim solution, 

before I make the bold switch to 
streaming audio, I would like to 
use the Arcam as a transport into 
a DAC. As I do not have a huge 
amount of space for equipment, I 
find that I need to stack some units 
together to fit.

To this end, I am interested in 
full-width models to make this 
task easier. But even at the top 
of my budget (£2,000 or so), my 
choices are rather limited, as most 
DAC designs are now every shape 
going, except that of'normal' hi-fi.

Are there any designs, other than 
the Nairn DAC and Bryston BDA-1 
that are full-width for less than 
£2,200 or so?
Paul Bunyan, via email

Even very complex 
DACs generally have 
less inside them 

than amplifiers and the like, 
so manufacturers are making 
them smaller as a result. If 
you must have a full-width 
design within the budget you 
specify, your choices are more 
limited. However, aside from 
the Nairn and the Bryston, it 
is well worth checking out the 
Electrocompaniet PD 1 (see 
p70) as this is also a very 
capable performer.

Your size requirement would 
sadly rule out a number of other 
models we reviewed recently, 
the Benchmark DACl and Lavry 
DA 10 (Blind-listening Group 
Test, HFC 341) are also excellent 
choices and competitively priced.

POLARITY MODE
inven mono

normal stereo **

MOST OF US will generally 
prefer listening to our systems via 
conventional loudspeakers, but 
headphones offer the opportunity to 
keep listening when the former might 
be considered somewhat antisocial.

Headphones (as distinct from 
earphones) generally fall into open 
back (supra-aural) or closed back 
(circumaural) designs . Closed-back 
models fully enclose the ear. Open- 
backed designs are - as the name 
implies - not fully sealed and will let 
more of the outside world in and, in turn, 
more of what you are listening to back 
out again The earpads are usually (but 
not always) smaller as a result and open 
backed designs are usually lighter

Both have their advantages . Closed- 
back designs are better in noisy 
environments, where the Isolation 
is effective at keeping the noise out 
However, many people find that in 
a quieter environment - such as a 
listening room, late at night - open- 
backed designs can sound more 
natural and unforced. This is because 
they suffer from less coloration and 
influence from the ear-piece design 
I f you have the I uxury of a quiet I i stening 
room, they can often be a superior 
choice, but which is better will be down 
to personal preference. •
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News
COMING SOON

► Audiolab are introducing a new 
tuner as part or its highly acclaimed 
8200 series this Spring. Available 
in either silver or black finishes, it 
features both DAB and DAB+ along 
with FM and AM and is a perfect 
partner for the award-winning 8200 
CD player and 8200 amplifier.

► Spendor adds two models to 
its range.The ultra-compact A3 
floorstanding loudspeaker features 
advanced drive unit technology 
and cabinet engineering from 
the SA I and A5 models. The 
two-way infinite baffle S3/5R2 is a 
standmount design and is said to 
deliver significant improvements 
over the original S3/5. Both models 
incorporate insulated gold plated 
terminals along with high linearity 
audio grade capacitors.

STORES 
NATIONWIDE
Aberdeen 01224 252797
Basingstoke^ 01256 32431 I
Blackpool^ 01253 300599
Bolton 01204 395789
Brentwood" 01277 264730
Brighton (Hove)" 01273 733338
Bristol" 0117 974 3727
Bromley 020 8290 1988
Camberley^ 01276 685597
Cambridge^ 01223 304770
Cardiff" 029 2022 8565
Chelsea^ 020 7352 9466
Cheltenham^ 01242 241171

Chorleywood (Watford)" 0845 5046364
Enfield' 020 8367 3132
Epsom/ 01372 720720
Exeter 0 I 392 218895
Glasgow^ 0141 332 9655
Guildford 01483 536666
Holborn • 020 7837 7540
Kingston 020 8547 0717
Lancaster 01524 39657
Leeds (Wetherby/ 01937 586886
Lincoln 01522 527397
Loughton 020 8532 0770
Maidstone^ 01622 686366
Manchester 0161 839 8869
Norwich 01603 767605
NottinghamO 01 15 911 2121

Oxford' 01865 241773
Poole" 01202 671677
Portsmouth^ 023 9266 3604
Preston 01772 883958
Reading^ 0118 959 7768 
Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Sheffield^ 0 I 14 255 5861
Southampton' 023 8033 7770
Swansea^ 01792 474608 
Swindon' 01793 538222
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Warrington^ 01925 632179
Weybridge 01932 840859
Witham (Essex) 01376 501733
Worcester 01905 619059
Yeovil' 01935 700078

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 
for the latest offers and news, 
as well as the convenient 
option to order many 
pnoducts on-line or click to 
rese^e before you travel.

NEW 201 1 
GUIDE
Visit our website and request 
the new 56 page Sevenoaks 
and Audio T guide FREE.
UK Mainland Only

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAUADDEDVALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 02106/201 1.E&OE •these stores are franchised and operate under a licence agreement to sevenoaks sound & VISION.

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

www.SSAV.com

http://www.SSAV.com


REAL PEOPLE
Our staff are friendly. knowledgeable and passionate about 
music and film and the equipment needed to get the most 
out of your collection.They will be delighted to assist you 
in making the right selection to ensure you enjoy your 
system for years to come.

REAL STORES
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have Stores nationwide - Each carries 
the very best in Home Cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on display, 
ready for you to watch, listen to and compare in our dedicated 
demonstration rooms.

REAL PRODUCTS
A wide selection of products from the worlds leading manufac
turers, both traditional and contemporary is in stock and available 
for you to take home. We also offer a delivery and installation 
service as well as a convenient on-line option to click and reserve 
many of our products before you travel. www.SSAV.com

VIENNA ACOUSTICS
CONCERT GRAND
Featuring the Beethoven 'Concert' 
and 'Baby' Grand.The composer 
name is selected based on the scale, 
complexity and power of perform
ance for which they are best known'

REGA RPI TURNTABLE
Excellent build qualty reliability and ease of use combine to make 
the RP I a product that will offer a lifetime of musical enjoyment

SPENDOR A-LINE
A3 • AS • A6 • A9

BOWERS & WILKINS
CM SERIES
The CM series offers 
a combination of high 
performance and exquisrte 
styling at a very affordable 
price

These compact high performance, floorstanding speakers com
bine smart styling wwith natural veneer finishes. Each model benefits 
from important advances in Spender's drive unrt technology. 
cabinet design and crossover engineering,

AUDIOLAB 8200CD • 8200A CD I AMPLIFIER 
The 8200 range includes the award-winning 8200CD which fea
tures a wealth of digital inputs that will keep rt playing all your music 
regress of how r may be stored.

KEFAUDIO
Q SERIES
Experiencing the Q Series is like 
hearing a system costng many 
times more. Key features include 
an all new Uni-Q anay wwith 
advanced bass technologies.

LEEMA ANTILA 115/TUCANA II CD I AMPLIFIER 
This high-end CD player and integrated amplifier combines po^r, 
detail and musicality with a comprehensive range of facilities.

ROKSAN CASPIAN M2 CD I AMPLIFIER
The award-winning M2 amp boboasts 8Swpc. ultra ow noise trans
formers and five line inputs while the matching CD features a 24-br 
DAC along wwith dedicatee power supplies for the outputs.

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. 
Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer 
(NICWAOO).

Advert valid until 02/06/2011. E&OE.
www.SSAV.com

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


REAL VALUE
Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain 

independent, you'll be pleasantly surprised just how 
competitive we can be - with the added benefit of seeing. 

hearing and touching the product before you buy, and 
someone to help if things go wrong.

FOR OUR LATEST PRICES 
AND OFFERS VISIT 

www.SSAV.com
MONITOR AUDIO BRONZE BX2 SPEAKERS 
These compact. award-winning, speakers reproduce sound 
of immense stature and detail. £ SSAV.COM

DYNAUDIO DM 2/6 SPEAKERS
Compact and versatile, these award-winning speakers 
deliver authentic Dynaudio sound quality £ SSAV.COM

DENON 3D I UNIVERSAL DISC PLAYER
Enjoy Super Audio CD, DVD-Audio and network content in ex
ceptional sound and picture quality wwith the Denon DBP-161 IUD 
3D Blu-ray disc player £ SSAV.COM

MARANTZ M-CR502DAB CD RECEIVER
Searching for a compact all-in-one music player that looks as great 
as it soundsIThe hunt ends here wwith the Mar^fo M-CR502.
£ SSAVCOM

ARCAM rCUBE 
DOCK SYSTEM 
The award-winning 
rCube is a listening 
revolution, delivering 
high-fidelity sound 
from a portable iPod 
speaker system. It uses 
cutting-edge technology 
and manufacturing 
excellence, as you'd 
expect from Arcam.

£ SSAV.COM

ROKSAN KANDY K2 CD I AMPLIFIER
Enjoy true hi-end performance wrth this award-winning integrated 
amplifier and te matching CD player
£ SSAVCOM

CYRUS CDB SE^ 8 XPd CD I AMPLIFIER
Some of the finest hi-fi in the world has just become more afford^ie. 
A great opportunity to buy this award-winning CD and amplifier 
£ SSAVCOM

KEF KHT 7005 • KHT 8005 AV SPEAKERS
Stunning 5. I surround sound from only four slim speakers for 
your flat screen TV.
KHT 7005 £ SSAV.COM KHT 8005 £ SSAV.COM

YAMAHA CD-S300 •A-SSOO CD I AMPLIFIER
With te high quality sound and features such as iPod and MP3/ 
WMA compatibility the CD-S300 is an ideal partner for the award
winning A-SSOO integrated amplifier

SONOS MULTIROOM PRODUCTS
Play your digrtal music all over your house without a PC in every 
room.Just add a ZonePlayer. speakers in the rooms of your choice 
and a Sonos Controller in hand to access all your digital music.

NAIM UNITI CD I AMP MUSIC STREAMER
Combines an integrated amplifier. CD player. DAB/FM tuner. Inter
net radio, iPod dock DAC. music file player and network stream 
player along wwith Naim's legendary musical quality and engineering.

ARCAM
rDAC KW DAC 
Featurng al of the 
benefits of the standard 
rDac but wrt:h the 
addition of wireless 
streaming from your PC. 
Mac or iPhone. Simply 
add an Arcam rWave or 
rWand dongle.

MARANTZ NA7004 NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER 
Connect to your favourite music whether it's from your PC. 
external hard disc, radio broadcast or via Internet Radio or 
music service.

OLIVE MUSIC SERVERS
Access your digitized music from one centralized library. Everything 
from 16-bt converted CDs to 24-brt HD files will be at your finger
tips along wwith the ability to play It all in any room of your home.

SOLO NEO
NETWORK MUSIC SYSTEM
Combines superb music performance and network audio 
capabMies allowing rrto play stored music in a multitude of
formats. along with its internal CD player and radio tuner

CYRUS MUSIC STREAMERS
The new streaming platform from 
Cyrus provides the perfect solution 
for all music lovers.These new 
streaming music players provide you 
wwith immediate access to your entire 
network music library Plus you can 
listen to literally thousands of different 
internet radio stations from across the

world: all in true hi-fi quality With the 
n-remote you can quicky find specific 
albums. artists or tracks and rt makes 
browsing your network music library 
a real pleasure.Wrt:h with sleek body full 
colour scneen and two-way control. 
the n-remote is just one of the features 
that make the new Cyrus streaming 
music players very special. STREAMLINE • STREAM X • STREAM XP

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

http://www.SSAV.com
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ir ir ir ir this is a superb support for high-resolution speakers

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Richard Black group tests six of the latest speaker 
stands that are big on sound and value

Atacama
Duo6
PRICE. £65 CO HTACT: 01455 283251
WEBSITE: ATACAMA-AUDIO.CO.UK

A BRAND NEW DESIGN from Atacama, the Duo is so-called because 
of its support pillars. The front one, SOmm in diameter, does most 
of the mechanical work, while the 25mm rear is principally there 
as a cable conduit. To that end, large holes have been made in its 
rear so that even quite large speaker cables can be easily threaded 
inside and fished out again at the other end, making a substantial 
contribution to the listening-room tidiness. SOmm may not sound 
very large for a main support, but the assembly is quite rigid overall, 
aided by the braced base (quite large at some 300 x 2 SOmm) and 
the rather small top-plate, at 170 x 130mm, evidently targeted at 
some of the smaller loudspeakers around. It also works well enough 
with large models, as long as one is careful with positioning. Filling 
up the main pillar with damping material is both possible and 
recommended, but filling the rear one with anything that could spill 
out is impossible because of the holes.

We enjoyed using this stand, although, if we're brutally honest 
it's probably not the least resonant we've ever encountered, but 
its character is slight and by no means destructive. It adds a hint of 
vibrancy to the sound of all the speakers we tried on it and although 
there is a very minor reduction in the precision of inner detail and 
image depth, it's easy to overlook these. What might bother some 
listeners a little is a small degree of inconsistency in the bass, which 
can sound full but occasionally a little indistinct. Still, the life and 
energy in the midrange and treble will provide ample compensation 
for most listeners and we were particularly struck by the neutrality 
and homogeneity of the tonal balance, from upper bass upwards.

VERDICT DESPITE A TOUCH OF UNCERTAINTY in the bass, this stand 
maintains high standards in mid and treble, with excellent 

★ ★★★★ tonality, good detail and loads of life for a great price
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Custom Design
FS104 Signature
PRICE- £190 CONTACT: 01912 624646
WEBSITE: CUSTOMDESIGN.CO.UK

THE BASIC IDEA behind the Signature is pretty much the same 
as for all metal stands, but Custom Design has managed, with 
typical ingenuity, to find a new take on this by choosing both the 
pillar sizes and the exact design of the top and base plates. These 
are both skeletal, comprising just enough metal (4mmThick steel 
plate, painted in textured black) to link everything together. Of the 
five pillars, the central one does most of the supporting work and 
its 75mm diameter is judged sufficient by many manufacturers to 
function unaided in many speaker stands. In this case, however, 
it is assisted by the four 25mm 'satellite' pillars, very smart in the 
brushed chrome of our review sample, which add both bending and 
torsional rigidity to the assembly.

Custom Design recommends filling the central pillar with 'inert' 
filler (£20-worth will do two stands), which we certainly endorse as 
the undamped pillar rings like anything. It would be difficult to get 
inert into the satellite pillars, but some kind of damping is no bad 
thing; we tried improvised methods in our tests with useful results.

Without any such damping the sound is certainly solid, but it 
can be a little lively too, with some smearing of detail. However, 
even the simplest attempts to damp the stainless pillars can work 
wonders and at best this stand is a great choice for its combination 
of solid bass and neutral, uncoloured midrange. It really gets good 
results out of speakers, small and large, and excels in encouraging 
fine detail and precise imaging.
WCDQ|£T WITH DAMPING of just the central pillar results are good, 

but find some way (sand?) of damping the outer ones and

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
AUDIO.CO.UK
CUSTOMDESIGN.CO.UK
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RECOMMENDED

and filling pillars. A stand on three spikes 
is fundamentally stable, but most use 
four and if they are not carefully adjusted 
the load will sit on three of them, making 
the stand unstable. Adjusting spikes is

not hard to do and only needs checking if 
the stand has to be moved. Filling pillars 
can give considerable benefit in terms 
of reducing sympathetic vibration and 
associated coloration.

Quadraspire
QV60
PRICE: £250 CONTACT: 01179 863228
WEBSITE: QUADRASPIRE.CO.UK

VERDICT Bass can be a little imprecise and treble shows the
occasional sign of mild coloration, but there’s plenty

THE LAST TIME we reviewed a speaker stand from Quadraspire 
it was the unique-looking, all-acrylic QX600 (HFC334). Now the 
company has done it again with the QV60: a wonderfully simple and 
elegant design in veneered MDF, which looks like no other speaker 
stand, but at the same time contrives to seem somehow familiar 
because of its similarity with some contemporary sculpture and 
architecture - not to mention Quadraspire's established range of 
equipment racks.

It is a simple stand to assemble, requiring simply that the two slab 
pieces be fitted together with pre-inserted dowels, then fastened 
with a couple of screws, making a reasonably tough assembly. 
Spikes can be screwed in both top and bottom, making a trapezoidal 
shape; frankly the front spikes are so close together, one can quite 
safely omit one and opt for triangular support.

The sound of this stand was always bound to be different, both 
because of its intrinsic resonant signature and because its large 
surfaces will have some effect on sound diffraction. We found that, 
compared with metal stands, it can seem a bit dull. With longer 
listening it has much less characteristic signature in the high 
midrange than most metal stands, but it does nothing to hide the 
tonal qualities of the speaker on top of it. Indeed, it gave what we 
felt was the most precise sound of any of the speaker stands in 
this group. Its one downside is imaging, which we found rather 
inconsistent, yet despite that, it is a highly attractive stand sonically, 
as well as visually.

VERDICT
****

MORE THAN JUST attractive furniture, this stand does very little 
to colour the sound of good loudspeakers and helps maximise 
detail and tonal resolution.

HELP& 
ADVICE attention than most amps or CD players. 

Specifically, we refer to adjusting spikes

MINI TEST
SPEAKER STANDS

Soundstyle
Z2
PRICED £70 CON : 01279 501111
WEBSITE: SOUNDS1YLE.CO.UK

THIS REALLY IS QUITE a lot of stand for the money and it's not by 
any means obvious where corners have been cut. The very efficient 
packaging opens to reveal four 25mm pillars and two 50mm ones, 
plus two large base plates (300 x 230mm) and two small top plates 
(170 x 130mm), plus enough screws to fit it all together and spikes 
for top and bottom.

The smaller pillars, which are intended to be at the rear, are 
undamped, but Soundstyle has taken a novel approach to damping 
the large one: it is filled with expanded polystyrene. This weighs next 
to nothing and also doesn't fall out all over the floor, which is all to 
the good and it does actually damp the pillar reasonably effectively. 
Not as thoroughly as, for example, Custom Design's inert filler or 
good old-fashioned sand, but pretty well. Overall, once the stand 
is assembled and loaded with a typical speaker, it is moderately 
well damped. We liked the locknuts provided forthe bottom spikes, 
which serve a decorative, as well as practical function (a special 
spanner is provided to tighten them).

While this stand doesn't quite have the solidity we achieved with 
the Custom Design model, it does offer quite a close approach to that 
standard. It is more than passably solid in the bass - just a touch 
vague at times, most notably when deep-toned percussion 
gets excitable - and its midrange and treble are generally neutral 
and once again, quite lively. Imaging is stable, but lacks a little depth 
and precision. Given its price, it is likely to partner less-exalted 
speakers and it will certainly help most of these achieve clear, 
detailed and tonally uncoloured sound. •

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
QUADRASPIRE.CO.UK
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Hi•Fi Choice

Reader
C I assif i ed
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's 
first and best free private ads service for buying and 
selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're 
thinking about buying used kit, and if 
you want to sell something it's definitely 
the place to be. It's free to place an 
advertisement-simply submit your ad of 
up to 30 words, remembering to include 
your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to send your ad is via 
email to: hifichoice@futurenet.com 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
Future PubUshing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London NW16NW.
Please note that this service is open ta 
private advertisers only

o o o

Arcam CD17 - storming performance for £350

FOR SALE
BOWERS&WILKINS703 
(cherry) 90s model, 
£2,900, Primare SPA21 
surround amp £950. Other 
items also available, please 
call. Offers welcome. 01707 
392743 or email scotk421@ 
hotmail.co.uk (Herts).

SONYBDP-SSOOOES 
Blu-ray player, 3 week's old 
with UK dealer invoice, £495. 
02089513178(London).

CREEK4140 integrated amp; 
Linn Index speakers plus 
stands (black ash); Arcam 
Alpha Plus CD player. £50 
each item or £130 for all. 
0790 273612 (West London).

ARCAM FMJ CD17 (black) 
with user guide/remote, 
light use from new, can 
demonstrate, (£600) £350. 
Cash, no offers. 01606 79032 
TuesTri,(Cheshire).

ROTELRA-05 amplifier 
(black), with remote, 
hardly used (£495) £200. 
Acoustic Energy Radiance 
2, £625 as new, could 
deliver by arrangement. 
TCI Viper interconnect 
1-metre long, £27. 07979 
151445 (West Sussex).

MARTINLOGAN SL3 
electrostatics, (black), mint 
condition (£3,400) £1,150. 
Living Voice speaker cable 
4.2m pair (£1,000) £300. 
Audio Synthesis Silverblue 
interconnects from £50. New 
ands/h vinyl from £3. 01453 
519700.(Gloucs).

WANTED: Revox 2605 
tuner, in very good 
cosmetic condition and fully 
functional.Would wish to 
have working demo in West 
Midlands/Warwickshire. 
Please contact with details 
and price. 01789842336 
(W Midlands).

B0WERS&WILKINS803D 
(rosenut). 4 year's old, still 
under 5-yearwarranty.
Excellent condition. Boxed 
and complete with all 
accessories, £3,700, no 
offers. Any trial welcome, 
prefer buyer to collect. 
077255 78792, or email 
sme1203@tiscali.co.uk 
(W Midlands).

GRADO PS-1000 
professional headphones. 
1-yearold, original 
packaging,inclusive 5-m 

Grado extension, plus 3.5 
mm to 6.3 mm mini-jack 
adaptor cable. (£1,795) 
£1,495. 01179688543 
(Bristol).

NADT585 universal player 
in titanium, plays DVD, 
CD/SACD. Inverygood 
condition with remote and 
box £130. 0121 7774318 
(West Midlands).

ARt^CAM FMJ integrated 
amplifier A32 £560.
Arcam DT81 digital radio 
tuner £350. Arcam T61 
AM/FM tuner £130.
All items purchased in 
2003 and in excellent 
condition. 01752 340727 
(Devon).

NAK^MICCH LXS cassette 
deck, fully documented with 
box. Offers invited.
01258 450928(Dorset).

ARCAMM DIVAA85 amp 
(black), with fitted phono 
card. Complete with remote 
and handbook,£25O.
Audio Alchemy DE-Vl-0 
DAC convertorwith Chord 
Company analogue and 
digital cables. Boxed 
with manual in excellent 

condition, £125. Linn Helix 
LS150 speakers (black 
ash), with matching spiked 
stands, £150, Linn K20 
speaker cable, 4x4-metre, 
terminated, £90. All in 
very good condition, can 
demo, buyer collects.
07941 015908(Dorset).

VANDENHULTeaTrack 
speaker cable, 11-metre 
pairf175, plus carriage. 
01825 722936(E.Sussex).

KJWEIR5&WILKINS686 
speakers, award-winners. 
Not used since run in 
(£278) £95. 07716139026 
(N Ireland).

LINNMajik CD player 
(black), 2.5 years old in 
superb condition. Boxed 
with manual, remote and 
power lead, £995. 01924 
478157 or email rockhill- 
steve@zen.co.uk
(WYorks).

MUSICALnDELlY AlOOO 
Class A amp (black), 
beautiful condition with 
MM/MC phono stage and 
separate power supply.
Buyer collects. 07941174804 
(Berkshire).

I^MNHPM665Eamp 
and CDSOSE CD player, £140 
the pair. Pro-Ject Debut II 
turntable with speed box 
and phono box £95. Aiwa 
A30 amp and R30 tuner, £50 
pair. Technics 8022 Graphic 
£60. 01708457691 (Essex).

MNYXA333ES CD/SACD 
player (black). Boxed with 
manual and remote. Can 
Demo £275. 01394274350 
(Suffolk).

TOWNSHEND Mkl stand, 
four shelves, black with 
chrome columns. Seismic 
sink isolation built-in 
(£1,500) £350.
01772 315723(Lancs).

EECAJUJDIOVistra pre and 
Lectern power amp. Previous 
award-winners, (£1,650) a 
bargain atfSOO, Rega Planar 
3, RB300 with AT cart £190. 
07729600847 
(WSussex).

NAHM NAIT Si amplifier£395. 
Rega Apollo CD playerf250. 
Both boxed in excellent 
condition. Very little use 
07754 507519(Derbyshire).

KEF speakers, 05/3 
Reference (mahogany), 
104/2 £340. Reference 
(walnut) £200, 100 centre 
speaker £70. REL Storm 
Active Sub £150. All good 
condition with boxes.
07545 141104(Devon).

WANTED Nairn NAT 02 tuner. 
Good price paid, must be in 
very good condition. 01246 
232085(Derbyshire).

PROJECT Debut/phono SB 
(silver) turntable. £40. Buyer 
collects. 02086553539or 
email adelesluce@hotmail.
co.uk(Surrey).

QUADELS 2805 new, 
unmarked, £2,950.
Michell Synchro, Linn Basik 
arm, with cartridge £300, 
Audiolab8000 C and P 
pre and powerampf350. 
01952 728 773 (Shropshire).

QUAD ESL63 speaker, 
excellent condition, with 
stands, total Quad rebuild 
2002, costfl,400+ (receipt).

nnTmrryj BUYING second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerty expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brand- 
new product ifthe price is right. DO SOME RESEARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 
dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 
should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble -have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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Quad enthusiast upgraded to 2805s. No crackles/ distortion etc. £1,095. 01296 
770632 or 07881 658689 
(Bucks).

GRADO Professional Series PSlOOOheadphones in mint condition, brilliant-sounding headphones with deep bass. £850 including delivery.
003 5318 373490 (Eire).

AUDIO INNOVATIONS S700 valve amp, 25w, boxed, vgc. £300. Marantz CD10 CD player, boxed with remote. Datasheet available as PDF.£300. 07771776877(Herts).

KEF Reference 4 monitor speakers. Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging make these involving speakers a bargain. New and pristine (£3,200) £1,700. 07841 
011397 or01132 843770 
(Leeds).

MARTIN LOGAN Source electrostatic speakers in mint condition, as new £1,250. 02380224003
(Southampton).

GRADO SR125 Prestige Series headphones in mint condition with original box, purchasedJanuary 2010. Sale due to upgrade, £75. Also Grado storage case to protect your valuable cans £10. 01233713250 (Kent).

AVI pre/power amplifier, 215w, class A. Super sound (black). Almost new, perfect, original boxes only £ 1,500. 
0039022150930 oremail 
fedepenzo@hotmail.com; 
(Italy).

BANG & OLUFSEN Beocenter 2600, two Beovox speakers £90. 01723 375222 (N Yorks).

ARCAMT61 tuner(silver), boxed with remote. Rega Planet CD (black), boxed with remote. Bowers and Wilkins DM602S3, boxed. KEF Q3 speakers. Open to offers, buyer collects. 01977 
695385 (WYorks).

PMC DBli speakers. Purchased March 2010. Mint condition, book-matched walnut veneer, fabulous sound. Genuine reason for sale, £600. 01233 713250 
(Kent).

SUGDEN Mystro integrated amplifier. Purchased Feb 2011, lightly used. With box and can be posted.£895. 01782 785734 
(Staffordshire).

QUAD 44/405 amplifier. Serviced by Quad with little use since. All leads and manuals. Marantz 63KI Sig CD player £75. 01162833959 
(Leics).

ATLAS Hyper 2 speaker cable. 2x8 metre runs. (£240) £120. Chord Carnival 4.5 metre runs(£54) £27. 
07749 424206 (Ipswich).

MONITOR AUDIO RX8 speakers (black). Boxed as new condition with 20 months warranty, £450. Cambridge 840A and 740C (silver). 840A £430 and 740( £320. 07765 275482 (Leeds).A.R.Tspeakers. Immaculate condition with boxes. (£1,000) £450. 07789 
464739 (Warwickshire).

LEAK stereo 30w amp. Connoisseur BD1 deck. Wharfedale Super Linton W30D speakers. Sensible offers forthe lot or will split. Buyer collects. 07949 545560 
(WYorks).

COUNTIRPOINTSA-12 dual-channel hybrid power amplifier, 85 watts per channel into 8 ohms. Excellent sound with good clarity and drive ability. Great value £275.
01923 855359 or email: 
wombat.jr@talktalk.net 
(Hertfordshire).LECTORCDP7TL, Italian valve player with separate PSU. Latest current spec model, mint.(£2,400) £1,100. 0208473 9890 or 
email: Johnvarcoe@sky.com 
(London).NADC355 BEE integrated amp, titanium, nine months old, excellent condition. (£250) £200. No offers, buyer collects, genuine reason for sale. 01933 626185 
(Northamptonshire).SONVSCDl SACD/CD player. £2,000 of Audiocom modifications including Ultraclockfl,850. Now £5,000. Musical Fidelity V-DAC, as newflOO.
01462 670786 or email: 
jr812@hotmail.com 
(North Herts).EUPHYAAlliance 270 40-watt, high-end amplifier. Remote control, five inputs, inc M/M. Silver casing, mixture of non-magnetic metal and perspex (£1,745) £750. 01243528010 
(West Sussex).

MARANTC PM66-KI signature amp £90. SA67- SE CD player £50, or £130 the pair. Both boxed with re motes, manuals etc (black), excellent condition.
01529 307976(Lincolnshire).

MURPHY A674SR, early stereo radiogram, 1962. MW, LW,VHF, magic eye tuning. Garrard turntable plays 16, 33, 45, 78. In working order, wood cabinet in good condition. Buyer collects £60. Email: 
zen135838@zen.co.uk 
(Surrey).

WANTED: Yamaha CDR- H1500 digital audio recorder in black. Must have original box and accessories and be pristine. 07941842605 
(West Sussex).MARANTZCD6002 and PM6002 CD and amplifier (silver), £135 each, £250 the pair. Cambridge Audio Azur 740A amplifier in silver. As new condition £260. 07970115378(Bristol).

NAIM CDX2 CD player £1,350. Soundstyletripod four-shelf equipment rack £45. Heybrook Sl speaker stands £40. Aiwa ADF700 cassette deck, boxed £35, or last three items £100. 
01691610589 (Shropshire).MARANTZSA-7S1 CD player. Owned from new. Still regarded the reference CD player.(£5,199) £3,200. 
01296 437314 or email: 
jez35@btintemet.com (Bucks). 

AUDIOLAB 8000Q preamp, £220. Audiolab 8000P
HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE AD
YOUR DETAILS
Name 
Address

Email address
Daytime telephone number
Date __  ___

YOUR ADVERTISMENT

SEND YOUR ADVERTISMENT TO
Hi-Fi Choice, Future publishing. 2 Balcombe Slreet London NWl 6NW

100-watt power amp (black), £240. Both boxed mint, seven months old. 
07876
197188(Nottingham).

REGA P3/24, TI PSU, Funk Firm Sm Achromat, lsokinetik GT2s subplatter (£120), Dynavector DV-20x2 moving coil cartridge (£500). Three month's old, as new, selling for £600. 07930 
878582 (North London).

HITACHI FT-5500 FM/ AM digital tuner £20. Cambridge AudioAl v2.0 amplifier(some marks on case) £35. Pioneer DV-636D DVD player some marks on case £50.01932 
856971 (Surrey).

VPI Scoutmaster turntable/JW memorial nine-inch arm/ SDS controller/VPI heavyweight clamp. Immaculate. Boxed with manuals.(£3,500) £1,500. Ortofon Jubilee MC less than 50 hours use. (£1,500) £600. Get both for £2,000. 07973 892901 
or email: patmarcus172@ 
googlemail.com (Solihull).

BEAM Echo Avantic 1950s integrated stereo amp. Requires attention. Offers. 
07866 364770 or email: 
hughpenfold@yahoo.com 
(Oxford).

QUAD 22L2 speaker (£900) £600. Quad 606 amp and preamp £250 each. Luxman DP300 turntable £300. Sony 557 ESD CD player £100. Also 

sensible offers please for a Nakamichi BX300E tape deck and LuxmanT102L digital synthesiser. 01935 
412 949 or email: albhuie@ 
hotmail.com (Scotland).

BOWERS&WILKINS801D (rosenut). Fouryears old, as new condition.Complete with all original packing. £6,500, no offers. Very heavy, buyer to collect. 07929 721714 or 
email: b.revill@hotmail.co.uk 
(Nottingham).

RNITEELEMENTHD02 maple three-shelf equipment rack, mint, (£3,450) £2,450. Ayre Acoustics Signature 1.Sm power cables with Furutech plugs, boxed, £350(two for £600). 01797 
253073 majba13@yahoo. 
co.uk (East Sussex).

ARCAM Solo CD/FM/DAB immaculate condition, used as second system, boxed £680. Monitor Audio Silver RS6 in Natural Oak, immaculate, light use, boxed £380. Sennheiser HD650 Reference headphones, immaculate, boxed, less than 10 hours use, £220. 
07786 962373 or email: 
nick.j.dee@hotmail.com 
(Warwickshire).

ROKSAN Radius 5 turntable, in maple, extremely good condition, upgraded with a Tabriz tonearm, £950 or will separate: turntable £550 and tonearm £400. 
07725525001 or email: alan. 
strudwick@googlemail.com 
(South Wales).

For sale / W
anted

To submit your advert to us, 
please email hifichoice@ 
futurenet.com or alternatively, 
use the postal form below. Please 
limit ads to a maximum of 30 
words, ensuring all details, model 
names etc are correctly stated. 
Kindly also include your email, 
telephone number and home 
county. We regret that we cannot 
take adverts over the phone.
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Astintrew
Audio Analogue 
Audio Research 
Audiophile Base 
Copland 
Crystal Cable 
Dartzeel 
Dream Vision
EAT
Gamut
Grado

Heed Audio 
lsotek 
jadis 
Koetsu 
Krell 
Lavardin 
Magnepan 
Martin Logan 
Micromega 
Mimetism 
Musical Fidelity

Nordost 
Onyko 
Plinius
Pragma 

Prima Luna 
PS Audio 
Qsonix 
Roksan 
S1ltech 
SME
Sonus Faber

Stands Unique 
Stax
Sterling Broadcast
Straton Furniture
Sugden
Theta
Transparent 
Wadia
Wilson Audio
Yter
Z:Axis & more ..

Pragma
-►..... ................

CleanPower™ will maximise your 
system's potential by providing 

what your system deserves 
- raw clean power. It is a true 

broad-band passive filter, which 
removes mains pollution that 
exists within all domestic grid 

supplied power supplies.

Uniquely CleanPower™ also 
ensures that filtration is not the 

usual one-way process of its 
competitors, as it also ensures 

that no system-generated 
interference is coupled back to 
any other part of your delicate 

Hi-Fi System.

Two In One
Each CleanPower™ system combines 

high performance mains filtration 
with professional quality cable and 

connectors.

EllipmaConcept™
A combinational approach to design 
incorporating technical, practical and 

aesthetic principals.

PragmaPlane™

A PCB routing topology concept 
that maximizes the real estate area 

of a given PCB substrate and in turn 
generating the lowest resistance path 

for a given signal.

Call Guildford Audio on 
01483 537 577 to discover what 
Pragma can do for your system.

designed and 
manufactured in 
Cambridge, uk

with pragma the difference is the design 
visit www.pragmaaudio.com to find out more
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run by professionals for professionals 
t.O1483 537 577 m. 07979 515 577 
e. sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk www.guildfordaudio.co.uk

http://www.pragmaaudio.com
mailto:sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
http://www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
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Hifi Choice
Buyers 
Gu.de

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
- Guide - the ultimate directory to the 
O very best high-performance hi-fi gear 

' that you can buy. Here, you'll find our 
favourite current products listed under easy- 
to-use categories, with up-to-date pricing and 
trustworthy verdicts.

Reviews you can trust
Hi-Fi Choice test results are 
the most reliable in the 
business. We employ the 
UK's most respected hi-fi 
journalists and use the most 
stringent techniques to 
ensure our ratings are the 
ones you can trust. All the 
equipment we rate most 
highly is contained within 
these pages, from CD and 
vinyl to the latest disc 
players, amplifiers, tuners 
and loudspeakers.

Reviews online
We've also included 
techradar listings where 
our reviews appear online.

BADGES EXPLAINED
□ OUR AWARDS

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED: 
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard 
of performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

To access selected
Hi-Fi Choice reviews, simply 
type: techradar.com/ into 
your browser, followed by 
the six-digit number printed 
in the first column 
of our Buyer's Guide.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Guide is the best way to 
make a shortlist of 
components to audition. 
Pick the ones that best suit 
your taste and budget, then 
consult our Dealer Classified 
section to find specialist 
outlets where you can try 
them with your favourite 
music and test discs.

NEW ENTRIES...
Every month, our 
buying bible is 
updated to include our 
latest reviews. These 
new entries are 
highlighted in yellow 
and reflect the very 
best reviews from the 
previous issue.

SOURCE COMPONENTS

108 _CD players
Whether CD or SACD, we list the very 
best players for the job

111 Turntables
A selection of our favourites, from a 
£190 Pro-Ject to a £11Sk Continuum

111 _ Phono cartridges
The best in both magnetic and 
moving coil cartridges

M3 Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with any one of 
these carefully selected tuners

'1'13 _ Headphones
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure

'1'17 _ Streamers/servers
Our favourite next-gen hi-fi, from 
streaming clients to full-on servers

'1'17 DACs
Digital-to-analogue convertors are 
once again revolutionising quality

AMPLIFIERS

'1'15 _ Stereo amplifiers
Our pick of the world's best one-box 
integrated amplifiers

'1'15 _ Pre/power amps
For those occasions when two boxes 
seem better than one

CABLES

'1'17 Interconnects
Cables can provide a useful tweak to 
your system, check out our choices

'1'17 _ Speaker cables 
Priced per metre, these are our top 
recommendations for taming speakers

> LOUDSPEAKERS ]

'1'19 _ Stereo speakers
An invaluable guide to the best 
loudspeakers for your system

w
STANDS&SUPPORTS

123 _ Equipment supports 
The best equipment supports: sprung;
solid; air-filled; glass; MDF and more...

123 _Speaker stands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and 
prices, so take your pick from our list

DEALER CLASSIFIED

'125 Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-fi dealer 
classified advertisements

'129 _ Dealer directory
For all your hi-fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-fi dealerships
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CD players
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come

Up to £1,000
Price CommentsBadge Product

• Advance Acoustic MCD-204 795 CD player with warm valve sound. Harmonically rich and inviting performance • • : • • • : 342

• Audio(h'ib82TID 700 No SACD support, but excellent detail, neutrality and communication • : • • “W; 340

• PTmbridgeAudioTEXTur650BD 400 Musical, precise, involving and with great energy at a superb price w1 9—9 340

• Denon DCD1S10AE 5)00 If the SACD format is what you're into, then this player is capable of some impressive sounds nr- • * : * 335

• Exposure 20)10)52 710 Paired with the 2010S2 amp, this CD player is a Ane performer with plenty of detail •“ • : • 344

• Harman/Kardon HD990 550 Highly detailed with excellent extension at both extremes and impressive resolution /594818 •“ • : * • * : 323

• MarantzSA7003 600 Highly civilised sound may not be to all tastes, but there's plenty of detail to be heard •“ • • • • • 323

• Marantz Pearl Lile SA-Kl 899 A key CD/SACD player at an attractive price, with support for digital ;""•“ •“ • ; • ■ 338

• Marantz Kl Pearl Lile 750 Excellent sound, this CD player has also dropped in price from £920 to £750 since our review r- • ! • : • 344

• MicromegaCD-10 799 The cheapest in the range, the CD-10 has been Anerfuned to please the audiophile ; : • : • 328

• Moon CD.5 999 Admirably energetic music-maker from this very well-built player : : • • : 9 • 335

• Pro-Ject CD Box 300 This player belies both its size and its price with sounds worthy of a decent mid-range system • • ' • • : 338

• Rega Saturn 898 Strikingly full-voiced, the Saturn offers a sound that feels remarkably real : ■ • • : • 344

• Roksan KandyK2 899 State-of-the-art technology and precision engineering produces a Ane CD performance ■ I • • : • 335

Above £1,000
Badge Product Price Comments

• ArcamCD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution /395096 • • 9 9 340

• Audio ResearchCDS 5,055 Audibly better than most CD players on the market - assertive and very dynamic /455309 • 9 9 312

e Consonance Droplet CDP31 1,995 A CD player which gets to the nub of what music is about. Engages the listener every time : • 9 322

• CoplandCDA825 3,985 This a highly revealing player that delivers music in a realistically engaging form i • 9 : 332

• Creek Destiny 1,400 This player presents the music and nothing but the music and is thoroughly recommended ! • 9 9 328

e CyrusAudioCDBSE 1,200 A highly civilised player which can. nevertheless, deal convincingly with raw music /399370 : • 9 9 323

• Icon Audio CDX1 Signature 1,350 Has an open, vinyl sound with a very high listenability factor , • 9 9 9 341

• KrellS-35OA 2,695 Accomplished CD player with real breeding underpinning its excellent performance : • 9 9 « 341

• leemaStream Ill 1,495 This is a superb CD player that improves on the performance of its predecessor, the Stream : 9 9 339

• Marantz UD O 2,450 Sophisticated and highly capable universal player that just about does it all • i • 9 9 9 336

• Meridian 808.3 Signature 10,000 Extraordinarily revealing and open CD player with a Arst^class performance level : • 9 • 339

• Micromega CD-20 1,249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players • 9 332

• Mimetism 201 5,107 An impressive player that produces a very convincing and musical sound ■ • 9 330

• Moon CD33 2,200 Excellent detail and a Ane choice forthose who like their music straight from source /594609 : • 9 328

• Moon 7SOD 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the 750D ; a 9 9 331

• NaimCDS (h'i 1,790 Its composure and openness results in a musical performance that is extremely seductive ! • 9 9 334

• PrimareCD32 2,200 Smart, slick and with balanced outputs, this CD player looks every bit the high-end part ; e • 9 9 344

• Resolution Audio Cantata 5,995 CD player/streamerthat's revealing enough to set it far apart from the competition : 9 • 9 336

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This impressively engineered CD player is punchy and dynamic, with excellent timing ' • 9 9 9 338

• ThetaCompli Blu 2,998 A very accomplished universal player with support for Blu-ray and HDMI • : • 9 9 9 : 337

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL Eiecrncai coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder". OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD^RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can 
cope with CD^Rs. CD TE^TWill display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. HEADPHONE 
SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack Atted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both Axed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

R(h'iax
SERVICE
Correct Revox

THE MANUFACTURERS' R^OX
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY SERVICE

Spare Parts Pricing
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

TTL House, Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
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"... so good I swear it is 
surrounded by magic" 

- Noel Keywood - Hi Fi World

MagicRack®

music first audio

Edinburgh 
Showcase 
9th & 10th July 2011

Starting in Edinburgh in July 2011 we will 
launch a series of Product Showcases at 
various cities around Europe.

We will welcome visitors to an intimate 
setting in one of Edinburgh city centres 
most beautiful hotels

Please contact us for further information

Makes the HiFi you own 
sound like the HiFi you want to own

MODULAR DESIGN • HANDMADE TO ORDER
CHOICE OF COLOURS • UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION ___

ELIMINATES AUDIO VIBRATION
Rack featured: £600 £HiFi)

, \ Choice /
r x . ') A. . . . . AI \ A A ' [recommended

Thomas Audio Support Systems - dreamt of, designed and handmade in the UK 

www.magic-racks.co.uk e: infopmagic-racks.co.uk t: 07895 815636

HFR WORLD
•••••

www.mfaudio.co.uk : : info@mfaudio.co.uk : : +44 (0) 1424 858260 music first audio

http://www.magic-racks.co.uk
racks.co.uk
http://www.mfaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@mfaudio.co.uk


oherent

Systems
Whatever your lifestyle we can give 
you a sound system to complement it!

For a demonstration or just to discuss your options contact us on:

info@coherent-systems.co.uk 0845 5191833 www.coherent-systems.co.uk

Hear what you have been missing without breaking the bank

mailto:info@coherent-systems.co.uk
http://www.coherent-systems.co.uk
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Turntables
The best record players money can buy

Turntables / Phono cartridges I Phono stages
Buyer's auide Hi-Fi

Badge Product Price Comments

• Clearaudio Concept 1,100 One of the easiest ways of getting into analogue, with excellent results forthe price 33/45 i i • • . • 338

• Continuum Calibum 125,IX Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm an?Castellon stand j /587169 : 33/45/78 : • • : • 320
Dr Feickert Woodpecker 2,995 Offers superb bass, excellent build quality and range of arm choices

. : '
33/45 . • t ■ 335

• EdwardsAudio TTl 325 Classic, no-nonsense design, with exemplary performance at the price 33/45 • • • • 342
• The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 ; : • • • • 324

• HanssAcousticT-30 3,600 The only multi-armbase deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 I ; • opt:opt 331"‘

• Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl :(560]65 33/45 j pptjppt 319 „

•
—

MichellTecnode-
-

6?8 Needs careful partnering but can deliver a very sophisticated result forthe money opt 309

e Michell Gyro SE 1,150 Excellent timing really propels a very good performance. Plenty of detail and insight, too
....  . ••• •• . . a •

33/45 • : • : 345

• Michell Gyro SEduction 2,245 Limited edition version of above with TecnoArm, HR power supply and blue-steel finish 33/45 ••••• 342

• Pro-Ject RPM-1 Genie 3 190 The Genie is that rare thing of a product with good looks, fine build and excellent sound 33/45 j • •
- --- .----------- - E------ -----  1 _ J...... • ••• • 332

• Pro-jectXperience 2 Pack 775 Holds its own against all competition (arm included)
• ..... ■ . . ■ >• -.---••■.••• . •• 1

33/45 j : • : • ' ; 345

e Pro-Ject 6 Perspex 1,280 Plenty of detail and good rhythmic qualities (arm included) 33/45f!8j : • • • : : 338

• Roksan Radius 5.2 1,399 Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation 33/45 ••• 338
• SRM Arezzo 699 The Arezzo is an excellent source component for those wanting a superb turntable for vinyl replay

■ ,.....:....
• /625025 : 33/45 ; ♦ : ’... J...... : 325

• Townshend Rock 7 1,750 Very well-defined bass; good detail; welljudged rhythm and pace (reviewed with Excalibur arm) 33/45 : : 345
Townshend RockV/ExcaUburll 7,000 l fyou want to hear everything that's on a record then there's no better machine forthe job 33/45 : • • . • : ; 307

Phono cartridges
MM and MC recommendations

Price CommentsBadge Product

• Dynavector DV-20X2L 499 t--..cm mo mc cartridge : : • : 342

• Dynavector Karat 17D3 699 One of the most thrilling-sounding cartridges on the market : : • : 334

• Goldring Legacy 595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail i : • : 328

• Grado Prestige Gold 1 150 Unusually assurred 'presence' region is the basis of a beautifully musical and involving presentation : • ; : i 338

• Ortofon 2M Red 80 A little fussy about set up, but sound is admirably balanced and full of unforced detail : Î • Ì 345
O^n VM> Red 200 Never less than musically convincing, this all-in-one cartridge is remarkably capable : : • : 338

• Ortofon Cadenza Red 750 There's much to admire in this cartridge's fine detail and unfussy presentation ! ! • : ; 330
ShureM97xE 82 A budget cartridge, but bass and midrange are to high-end standards and treble is just as assured 345

.

344

J A-

Phono stages
Make your turntable sing
Badge

•

•

•

Product Price Comments
Dynavector P-75 Mkll 595 A stage that will put spring in the step of any decent cartridge you can throw at it
Lehmann Audio Black Cube 335 This phono amp is a very distinguished performer with an MM source
Linn yphorik

■ • • _ ......... _,.■■■■■_ . - . - .
1'.850 Exceptional sound quality, the Uphorikcould easily win over the next generation of LP enthusiasts

Primäre R32 850 !Oou ar. into vwl for the musk. the,, this Is one of the - ... exantp.es on the n,a«et

Pro-JectTube Box SE II
_ •

435 The big picture is the most evident thing here, but the finer details are there, too

335

334

345

335

E23333 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWlTCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks 
require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a 
separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price 
shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

HFC TOP PICKS

Dynavector Karat 1703 £699
The 1703 gets very close to the results achieved 
with MCs at twice the price and few can touch it in 
terms of sheer musicality and resolution of detail

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex £1,280
Our Product of the Year 2010. A winning 
combination of open and even-handed sound, 
handsome design and excellent build quality

Dr Feickert An. Woodpecker£2,995 
A very flexible and well-thought-out deck that 
offers brilliant build quality and excellent bass. 
Able to work with a wide variety of arms, too

JUNE 2011 M ^Choice 111

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
exantp.es


The NEW name in

Clarity Sub Woofer

British designed 
quality AV cables.

We know and understand the pleasure our customers take from their Home 
Entertainment systems and the satisfaction in getting the best from their 

equipment. It is with this passion that we have developed the Monkey Cable 
brand to deliver not only great cables but also great value.

Monkey Cable ONLY specialises in making high class Audio Visual Cables. We do 
not make or sell anything else. So whatever your requirement, whichever range 

you choose, (Concept, Clarity or Connoisseur), rest assured your audio visual 
experience will be as pure as your equipment can deliver.

British Designed Cables

Email: sales@monkeycable.com www.monkeycable.com

mailto:sales@monkeycable.com
http://www.monkeycable.com
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Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

FM tuners
Badge Product Price Comments

e Creek Audio Evolution

e NADC426

350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy

e T+AT1210R

220 I f you aren't already wedded to OAB, then this is a very attractive purchase

1,200 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated

DAB/FM tuners

• Arcam FMJ T32 

e Onkyo T4555DAB

600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is a bonus

400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard

DAB/FM portables

• Monitor Audio Airstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive

• PureSensia 250 One of the smartest table radios around, offering wireless computer-sourced music
• Roberts Revival 200 A handy way to get internet radio and media streaming throughout the house
• Tivoli Networks+lO 239 FM reception is excellent and a cut above everything else this radio has to offer

Vita Audio Rl Mkll 160 Limited to DAB/FM and line inputs, but the sound quality is very good

• Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed

/559242

FM,AM
_ _ _ .

80
■ J - ....... J. • ■ ♦ ;

........ 1........ ......
• 308

FM.AM 80 • : j • : 339

FM 100: • : i 283

DAB,FM 100:
DAB 40 i • : • : • Ì •

319

298

/636713 DAB,FM,Web: 4 : • : • : 337

: DAB,FM,Web: 40 : • : • : 331
........... : .... : ’ ' ■ T” ’

:.AB:./,Web l) 344
------  1-—............................A «n»M.'M¿L.„.^.,~mA..~m4~~~~4~H»^^

:DAB:FM:Web 5 :• ;• 344
; DAB.FM.Web: 10 : • : • : 337

/611865 DAB,FM ; 30 : • ; • • 333

EESZ3 WAVEBAND Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L- long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored 
in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). 
REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH MmR Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

Headphones
Audiophile solutions for home and travel use
Badge Product Price Comments
• AKGQ701 500 A welcome addition to the ranks of the world's finest transducers • 235 341

• AudioTechnicaATH-WlOOX 649 Fine advert for the virtues of closed-back headphones, with great bass and background noise reduction • 350 334

• Beyerdynamic DT770 179 One of the most tonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail • • 270 • 333

• BeyerdynamlcTl 880 A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailec, weighty sound : • 331

• Bowers and Wilkins PS 250 A superb headphone with B&W's sound and build quality sealing the deal • • 195 • 333

• GradoSRMi 100 A ft rem g rnntenderwith out-of-class sound in most areas: a brilliant budget all-rounder /603478 • : : • 210 • 322

• GradoSR80i 120 A beautifully neutral and open-sounding headphone that's lively and energetic too : : • • 322

• Grado GSlOOi 1,100 A superb transducer, capable of astonishingly high performance standards /624782 • 325

• Grado PS100 1,795 Offer excellent detail and effortless dynamics, but they can be heavy to wear after a while : •. ,.. T . . ■._.. . . •.....— . . .. , . . . . . . *, . . ■ .. . . •,........ 1
5000 . .... .....1

• ï 329

• Klipsch ImageXlOi 229 Natural sound and fit; lightweight and unobtrusive i n-ear headphones
• . . . . . . —

10
• . ... . . .

• 342

• Sennheiser HD380 140 This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors : : • • • 327

• Sennheiser HD80 1,000 ■ - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ .■ ■ ■ ' : • performance /619269 : • • « 350 324

EESG3 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear ratherthan around it. CIRCUMAURAL 
Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOOR
Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

Bowers& Wilkins PS £250
The PS is a no-brainer for iPhone users but this 
well built and attractive design should be able to 
win friends from outside the Applecamp as well

PURE Sensia £250
PURE's ground-breaking touch-screen DAB 
radio has changed the way we interact with radio 
forever and sets the standard for innovation

Beyerdynamic T1 £880
Our 2010 award winner is beautifully built and 
attractively designed, with a strong and engaging 
performance and remarkable detail

Radio tuners / H
eadphones
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ARCAM CINEMA FOR JUST £ 1999!

00000

•OUND
1ALLERY

01494 531682
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP I 3 6RN

• Stockists for Linn, Nairn, B&W,Arcam, Spendor Rega, Onkyo

Meridian. Fatman, Usher Denon and Focal to name just a few...
www.soundgallery.co.uk

Dolby TriieHD

000000000000

We have done it again!
l 1 555 OFF an Arcam AVRSOO & BOP I 00! 

What a great way to build that 
cinema system for the home!

consonance

. I NO.6 PASTORALE.)
01:04 1354Kbps 192KHZ

$

Consonance 
Cyber Monoblocks

Single-Ended Class "A" amplifiers, 
choice of 211 or 845 valves, utilising 
twin valve rectification, available 

in Black or Silver, matching Pre
Amplifier also available.

Consonance 
Mini Droplet CDP3. l 

Linear
Featuring our top selling filterless 

Linear doc technology with remote 
optional upsampling to 88.2/176.4, 

triode output stage. now fitted 
with digital input and output 

connection.

Consonance 
DL-7 High Definition Audio 

Streamer,DL-8 DAC
Touch screen or remote operation. 

decoding for all audio formats up to 24/192, 
front and rear USB slots, Wireless or LAN 

connection, matching 24/192 DAC features 
Co-Ax.Optical, AES/EBU and wireless inputs, 

and a variable headphone socket.

KLIUM
AUDIO

Distributors of quality Hi-Fi

Consonance by Opera Audio • DIY loudspeaker drivers by Mark Audio 
Audio Valves by "TJ Full Music" and Shuguang “Treasure Series”

01273 608332/01273 325901
sales@aliumaudio.com | www.aliumaudio.com

http://www.soundgallery.co.uk
mailto:sales@aliumaudio.com
http://www.aliumaudio.com
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BADGES KEY: ,© RECOMMENDED^ 11 EDITOR'SCHOICE = ^ l GROUPTESTWINNER = » | BEST BUY = •

Our pick of the best one-box amps out there

Badge Product Price Comments
Ci O/ %

• Audio Analogue Crescendo 599 In a room of appropriate dimensions, this amplifier has real musical presence 5 : • 50 329

• Cambridge Audio 840A v2 800 A chunky powerhouse wiih features aplenty, this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) 8 • . • 120: 327

• Denon DCD4510AE 900 Offers a taste of hii?l)-en<d excellence at an afordable price 5 • i • 70 ' 335

• Exposure 201052 752 Impressive amplifier with preamp ouUpuU, the 2010S2 was a blind group test winner 6 • ; 75 344

• Marantz Kl Pearl Ute 750 Impressive performer witt) a welkeRed phono-amp board and now down to £750 from £920 5 • : • • 90 344

• NAD C3226BEE 320 Unusually confident into awkward loads and very assured especially in bass. Treble a touch recessed /603281 7 • • 50 322

• Rega Mira 3 4(60 Competent performer that makes an excellent system wiih the matching Saturn CID player 5 • : 60 344

■ «Doveri.uvu

Consonance Cyber 10 5ig 1,595 Gorgeous tube amp deUvering hiirl)-en<d performance ata realistic price 5
।

ii : 345

• Creek 5350 Evolution 1075 One ofthe most attractive amps tn tis price range, with a soun<d thafs rmmed¡ately satisiyyng 5 MM MC • 120 334

• Creek Destiny 2 1,600 Ecellent tonal balance and gerifreous, efforttess detail 6 opt • • 116 342

• Cyrus8xp d 1550 Best heard in the context of a Cyrus system, this amp nevertheless has some great qualities 6 • • 80 342

• Electrocompaniet PI-2 1,600 A superb alkoundec wiih tnsigh) on one hand and effortless musical tioxi on the ofher 6
............

i
• 100 327

• Electrocompaniet EC15 2,750 Big, characterful and beauUtfislly buiit amp, witt) equaUy big and unforced sound 6 120 340

• EmilleAra 2,(50 At extremely competentvalve amp tit tis own righ) wiih a useful sel of teatuses 2 • 22 343

• Leema Pulse Ill 1495 Offers a ctean, smoofh sound and has an unusually wide array of inputs 6 MM MC 70 342

• Leema Tucana II 3,425 Highly featured, we^bulll and nof short of powec this ts a higlilly resolute and organic amp /612396 7 : j • 148 31?6Ì

Luxman L550A4l 3,000 At accomplishedal|i-oundert haffs able to handle virtually any system 4 MC • • 20 ^35

Micromega IA-100 1,125 Fast and fluid performer that brings a touch of panache to tts role 5 MM • : . 100: 332

• Mimetism 15.2 5,415 A powerful ampllfier wiih great dynamics and higl) resolution ttiaffs tare e/en at this price 6 • i ' 180 330

• Musical Fidelity M31 1,000 Extremely engaging performerr this power amp boasts excellent sonics and solld bulid 6 • : 70 337

Peachtree Audio iDecco 1,000 A welllequipped amp/DAG one-stop soluUion tor tPod and digii:al audio users 2 : Ì • 40 344

• Peachtree Audio Nova 1099 This amp/DAC com bi is a tine heart tor a ct^rm^puUerised deskkop system 3 • Ì • 80 341

• Primare 132 2,200 Gorgeous sound, while the prospect of future upgrades ts truly mouUh-watering 3 120 344

Resolution Audio Cantata 3,995 This perfeetty formed ampllfier reveals that the language of musk ts easy to understand 4 opt • : 50 342

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This muscularfsounding ampllfer Is toad tolerant and more powerful in practice 6 : • : 85 338

• Unison Research Unico Nuovo 1,65(0 A truly successtul marriage berween tubes and solid-state amplification 7 100 339

A
m

plifiers / Pre/pow
er am

plifiers

Pre/power amplifiers
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

Up to £2,000
Badge Product Price Comments

_ -

. • • l 6 ;. 13(0 336

• : • ■ opt • • 299[ B<09• cambridf^AudioAzur^81o0(/^M 2,000 Erte rprising tech no lo^ delivers a pre/power combo that: a (ways sounds derailed and cortrolied

• NAD C165BEE/C275BEE 1,55(0 An alternative to the usual irtegraied rouUe and one thaa offers flexxbility and fine sound

Above £2,000

Audio Research 05450 7,00(0 Rower amp feaaures a very neutral transparent sound with 1 otsofpoweeand low-run ning tempeeature • 2 450 337

• Bryston BP16/ 28 5ST2 5,1'700 Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality /608649 • • 6 opt • :100 323

Bryston BP26 3,67(0 Crarking preamp brings detailed tesulis • 8 opt - 308

Cayin 5P-305/5P-40M 3,3446 Smooth dean sound quaiiiy.lhistombo iswell-balanced trnd nalural sounding • • 4 MM 40 343

• Class^P-700/CA^M^00 9,200 Pre plus mono power combo with superb build, huge power and enormous flexibility • • 6 opt : 400 293

Cyrus Mono X^W 2,495 A power amp wiih a trrre tcombination of speed t rnd trr>s)li.tittn • 2 300 341

Linn Akurate Kontrol/2200 7,550 Reviewed t ts part of an entire system (sSreamer t rnd s>xrrt<rtr>>) this tcon^rct offers a trisp, open sound • • 2 200 343

Mark Levinson No. 3265 8,(XK0 EceHem USB inmolcrrxmt.-Uirtn. niUr^rrti sound and solid build. Excenert performance ieve^ • 7 338

Musical Fidelity M6PRE/PRX 4,998 Ftirthoss' w<anting a powerful high-end pre/power combo t U ateaiistic prierr this i sa lfantastic p;u;i<«argc • • 9 • » 260 340

Onkyo P-3OOOR/M-5DOOR 4,2(00 Si.fxrlr-->oirndinig tombination with exc:rtlimit)ixlld, flexibility and trtnncrtirtn options • • 6 MM ■ 80 345

• Rotel RC1^8/RB1^82 2,100 I tooks high-end and tl tealiy sounds the pai-Moo • • 5 MM.X » 200 336

Trilogy 909/990 10,390 ExCrerneiymusicalvalve-based pairingwith hybrid potver and beautiful finish /625226 • • 6 • 100 325

EEÈ3323 LINE INPUTS InpuU sockees for source components wiih a line level ouUpuU: CCD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. HONO INPUT Input sockees 
and on-board phono stage tor a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (r^ov/inng coil)) occasionally boCh. EMOTE CONTROL A remote control ls supplied wiih the amplifer. 
HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans wiih. POWER OUTPUT Manufactured rated ouUpuU in warts per channel.
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Brands stocked include: Advanced Acoustics 
• Audio Note • Audion • Aspara Acoustics • 
Atlas Cables • CEC • Consonance • Croft 
Acoustics • Dynavector • Edwards Audio • 
Living Voice • Michell Engineering • 
Nottingham Analogue • ProAc • Pure Sound 
• Quadraspire • Rega • Silvercore • Some
thing Solid • Sennheiser • Stax • Talk Elec
tronics • Talk Cable • Tsakiridis Devices • 
Usher • Verdier and many more...

DECO
AUDIO

Independent hi-fi shop in Aylesbury. Bucks 
•Wide range of equipment on demonstration 

Product modifications and upgrades available 
•Valve. Vinyl and CD specialists 

•New and used LPs for sale
•Turntable sen icing a specialtv

Tel 01296 422 224
www.decoaudio.com

Precision 600
© Decoupling technology 
© Ultra stable 3 spike design 
O Highly machined finish 
© Reference audio performance 
© Fast and simple to set-up 
© 10 year guarantee

Thefirst piece ofhi-fiyou will never hear.

Hours of research and design have gone into 
developing our Precision speaker stand range. 
Yet it will only take a few minutes to discover 
how it's ingenious viscose damping system lets 
the listener enjoy just the speaker with clarity, 
depth and music in a whole new perspective.

TRACK AUDIO

Unit 3 Corinium Ind Estate, Raans Road, Amersham, Bucks HP6 6JQ 
T: 01494 723755 F: 01494 723977 E: sales@trackaudio.co.uk 

www.trackaudio.co.uk

http://www.decoaudio.com
mailto:sales@trackaudio.co.uk
http://www.trackaudio.co.uk
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I Q EDITOR’SCHOICE=» GROUPTESTWINNER = * |BADGES KEY: o RECOMMENDED^ W BEST BUY = • Stream

ers/M
usic servers/D

A
Cs/Cables

Price Comments

Streamers/music servers
Streaming and music servers are opening up a new dimension in listening pleasure

Badge Product

Linn Akurate 4,500 Fast album/track access and the extended playing times make this a winner : Í • : ‘• ; i • : • 343

• fogit«h Squ^œtox Touch 260 Player has excellent sound and performs well, even with high-end partnering equipment : • ‘ • • i i . • 338

• Marantz NA7004 720 Easy to use, the NA7004 makes getting into streaming simple and all for a great price, too .....:... 2* *i..........’J......'• )44

• Naim Unitiqute
- 
1.350 All-in-one streameripia;e; ;;a; e;ceiien; features and is easy to set up ;;i;;; ;;rongperfor;;a nee • • • • • 339

• Naim NDX 2,995 The ideal combination of vivid performance and understated styling .... •.. > i • : • : : „ • 345

ESSES! WIRELESS Able to receive files wirelessly INTERNAL DRIVE Fitted with its own hard drive USB USB Sockets fitted INTERNET RADI Able to receive web radio
IPOD COMPATIBLE Able to connect directly to an iPod APPLE AIRPLAY Able to function as an AirPlay receiver BALANCED OUPUT Fitted with a balanced out DIGITAL OUTEUT Fitted 
with a digital output

DACs : o : o

Badge Product Price Comments

Digital-to-analogue convertors are back and the price has come right down

Antelope Audio Zodiac Plus 1,895 Remarkable resolving capabilities and more inputs than the majority of DACs : • : • : : 192® • • 345

• Benchmark DAC1 950 Very clean sound with plenty of detail and also good rhythmic drive • • 192® • • 341

• CambridgeAudio DacMagic 230 Detail and imaging are very good and a decent feature count only adds to the appeal : • : • : 96 • 331

e Furutech CT'40 39 5 The perfect 'missing link' between analogue and the home computer : : • : 96 • • 342

e Lavry DA10 1,028 Can be ruthlessly revealing of deficiencies in once-admired recordings • : • Í 96 • « 341

• Musical FidelityV-DAC 155 Boasts good pace, impressive detail and sound per pound it's hard to beat : • : • : : 192 331

• Maim Audio DAC 1,950 Sounds meticulously detailed without detracting from the cogency and flow of the music • • • 768 328

• Pro-Ject DAC Box FL 205 This is a very appealing product in many ways and opens new windows on recordings : • • : 96 331

• PS Audio Digital Link Ill 899 A simple no-fuss product that just sounds great and at its price is something of a bargain 192® 341

• iBasso D4 Mamba 225 Connected to a computer, this DAC/headphone amp brings sound into the audiophile league • • 192 - 330

COAXIAL INPUTS Fitted with a coaxial input OPTICAL INPUTS Fitted with an optical input USB Fitted with a USB input WIRELESSAbleto receive material wirelessly 
SAMPLING RATES Maximum sampling rate of the DAC BALANCED OUTPUTS Fitted with a balanced output HEADPHONE SOCKET Can operate as a headphone amp VOLUME 
CONTROL Can be connected directly to an active speaker or power amp.

Cables .<
Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

interconnects
Badge Product Price Comments

• BlackRhodium PolarlUusion 250 A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble : • : : • : 321

• Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detailed design overall /608313 : • : 323

• Peerless Sigma 70 A cable that belies its modest price with sound that's detailed, neutral and full bodied : • : • ' : 343

• QED RefAudio Evolution 63 Tonally favours the bass, but overall detail and imaging are very good • • 343

• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice : • : : • 332

Digital interconnects

• Atlas Mavros 285 By any reckoning this is a very revealing wire ; ; • • ; E 336

• van den Hui The Wave 65 The results this cable achieves are excellent and it scores highly for value ; i • • : E i 336

Speaker cables (price per metre)

• Black Rhodium Jive Bi-Wire 14 Bi-wire cable which is full of sonic virtues. It's highly practical,too : • I 339
• Kimber 4VS 155 In the right system, this cable is a good choice (price reflects 2.5 metre terminated pair) • : • : 329
• Monster MCX-1s 5 Notable for its bass, perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers • : • 280
• van den Hui The Teatrack 35 A bi-wire cable with a sound that’s impeccably timed, neutral and full of detail • • 339
• Wireworld Oasis 6 40 Excellent bass with tunefulness and extension all first-rate. Awkward to handle, though /617560 324

MU^MmlSTRANPEIl Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID COR Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 
COPPER Material used to fonm the conducting element of the cable. SILVI Alternative material used to fonm the conducting element of the cable. IGITAL CABLE TYPE E-electrical, 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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99 of a kind

Following on from the success of the GyroDec Odyssey, we are delighted to be introducing 
the new limited edition Gyro SEduction

Finished in the unique ‘blue steel’ and black finish, the Gyro SEduction combines many of the upgrades offered to the 
standard Gyro SE such as HR Power Supply, matching record clamp and black TechnoArm.

With only 99 units available world-wide, be quick to secure your unique opportunity to own this Gyro SE Super Deck.

For further information or to find your nearest stockist, contact

MICHELL ENGINEERING
Tel: 020 8953 0771 / E: info@michell-engineering.co.uk

www.michell-engineering.co.uk

mailto:info@michell-engineering.co.uk
http://www.michell-engineering.co.uk
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Stereo speakers 
The most influential link in the chain

<5 %,
% O/a '' @ «

% %■ XBadge Product Price Comments

• Acoustic Energy Aegis Neo 3 363 Pretty, neutral floorstander sounds open with wide dynamic range and good bass weight 20,90.5,24 A 24 294

• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-treble voicing 18.5,32,25 A 33 325

• Amphion Ion L 900 Sharp styling, fine mid/treble coherence a sweet treble, but less happy bass alignment 16.2,32.6,26.5 A 40 • 310

• ATCSCM11 867 A very fine little speakert-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little 21,38,25 A- 55 293

• AudioPro Avanti A.10 350 A tough and effective little speaker-overall balance is quite smooth and even 19,29.26 A+ 38 • 319

• Bowers and Wilkins CMl 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

• Bowers and Wilkins 684 699 A fine all-rounder at a realistic price, has a smooth, even and nicely open balance /483503 20,91,30 22 315

• Castle Knight 2 400 A true resurgence for the Castle brand, the Knight 2 has a beguiling sound quality 20,38,33.5 A+ 42 338

• DALi Ikon 6 999 Needs care with setup, impressively transparent and obsessively detailed sound 19,100,33 A 37 271

• EB Acoustics EB2 669 Excellent value speaker, its composite enclosure gives a very clean and neutral sound 22.5,45,30 A 64 341

• Focal Chorus 706V 389 Advanced drivers deliver an even, healthy dynamic expression and tension 22,39,25 A 27 319

• Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99,37.5 A 25 325

• JBL Studio ^0 700 Good value ftoorstanderwith neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch 22,99,37 A 25 275

• KEFiQ50 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble /483527 17.5,81.5,26 A 23
.......

315

• Mission MX5 600 An engaging listen and worth an audition, ifyou have the room 25,99.5,39 A- 341

• MonitorAudio BXS SOO Attractive and compact design with a fast and engaging sound 21.5,86.8,24.8 A- 345

• Monitor Audio Silver RSS 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 A 33 276

• Monitor Audio GS10 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GSlO is is easy to drive 20,36,27 A- 40 284

• PMCDBli 985 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator 15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 334

• ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 267

• Q Acoustics 1010 110 Neatly styled miniature has limited bass and power handling, fine midband voicing 15,21.5,19.5 A 48 286

• Q Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator /516273 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 318

• Rega RSl 390 Clever closesto-wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication skills 15,32,23.6 A 23 • 319

• Russ Andrews SP-1 352 This tweaked Focal 705V RA has a sound that is immediate, engaging and, and great fun 19.231.5.24.8 A+ 65 • 309

• SpendorS3/5R 750 Lacks dynamic muscle and loudness potential, smooth neutrality and g bass extension 16.5,30.5,190
.. ..

25 • • 310

• Tannoy Revolution DC4T 599 Ultra-compact, lacks bass weight and dynamic tension, but sounds open and coherent 488857 15,85,16 40 316

• Tannoy Revolution DC6 900 Pretty compact standmount, delivering a lively bass and smooth, coherent midband 23.36.5.23 A 40 • 307

• Teufel T500 568 Good value, solid build and an extended warranty 19.5x105x32.5 A- 340

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.5 480 Despite the price, the 10.5 ticks many ofthe boxes, with superiorvoice band coherence /636778 22,88,30 A- 50 326

Above £1,000

Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance j 33,56,34 A 50 • 329

• AE Energy Radiance 2 1,000 This speaker boasts fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range 18.5,92,25 A 30 334

• AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 This speaker's effective enclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound /5S7236 23,92,29.7 A 27 • • 320

• AE AEl Mklll 2,000 This speaker has a lovely midband smoothness and superior image focus 18.5,31,25 A 24 337

• Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality ; 19,92.5,30.5 A 44 322

Aspara HL6 4,300 Acoustic material sounds great and there are many strengths in design and performance Í 18.5,93,34.5 A • i 332

• ATCSCM16A 2,376 Makes a great case forthe active speaker. Includes built-in amps and is good value i 27,45,33 ACT 42 • 300

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 A 45 329

• Audiovector Ki3 Signature 1,890 Very attractive and discreet, with fine stereo imaging and low coloration 14,98,27 A 343

Audiovector S3 Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade, offers good musical communication and stereo imaging . 19,103,31 A 50 • : 328

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CMS 1,250 Exceptional looking speaker with a fine midrange and superior imaging 16.5x96x28 A 60 • : 344

Bowers and Wilkins 802 11,500 This high-end speaker has an airy, spacious midband, with clean bass reproduction 36.8,138,56.3 A 27 337

• Cabasse Bora 2,200 A real enthusiast's choice with high sensitivity, strong bass and powerful dynamics /618354 33,27,50 A 52 324

• Canton Vento 820 1,200 Really emphasises the benefits ofthe standmount, with great freedom from boxiness 22,36,31.5 A+ : 342

• Dynaudio DM3/7 1,299 Sound has a fine overall balance and impressive bass weight 20.4,96,27.5 A 345

• Focal Chorus 816WSE 1,499 The W cone makes some qualities associated with Focal's high-end models more competitive 99.8,28.2,37.5 A+ 39
,

308

• Focal Chorus 826W LE 1,879 Focal has turbo charged the 826 resulting in lots of energy, excitement and fine detail 28.2,103.8,37? A • : 330

• Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 A- 25 276

Free FSl 3,500 An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sonos or Airport Express 16,87,27 ACT 35 301

• Gamut Phi5 3,040 Lovely discreet fioorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • ■ : 20 305

Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tight timing and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer 20.8,40.6,34.9 A 80 : • 332
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Looking to buy the best home cinema gear? 
We reveal the year’s best buy TVs, Blu-ray players, 

amplifiers, speakers, projectors, and more!

HOME 
CINEMA. 

Choicef 

BESTBUY !
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Stereo speakers (continued)

Shapes and sizes for every budget Xu X ? z 30 30 X 30 30 30 •P'30 «
<<9 30 *>,%w X

Badge Product Price Comments

• Guru QM10 1,595 A very clever close-to-wall standmount with fine imaging, that sounds a lot bigger than it looks /A65869 j 30,252,23.2 A 26: • • 317

• JamoR9O7 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' of Jamo's dipole flagships, powerful bass and open midrange /498515 : EAS118.9.7 . • : A 30 : • 317

• JBL Everest DD6600 44,000 Awesome performance in the tnue meaning of the word & exceptional musical communication 111^5.47 : • A SO e : 331

• KudosX2 1,3SO Attractive presentation alongside a lively sound makes for an involving experience 16.6,78,20,6 ! • 27 • : 33 7

• Linn Akurate 242 7,300 Wide, smooth high-frequency dispersion, with excellent sound • 2140038 '• : • : 343
• MagicoV2 18,000 High pricingderives this speaker's superb painstaking engineering & impressive performance /624700 2S.S41S,30 ; • A 32: • • 32S
• Magneplan Magneplanar 1.6 2,SOO Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality 4846S.S : e A 43 : • 329

• Mission 796 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says on the box /594834 Y/6^.831,8 • A 25 • • 321
• Monopulse 42A 1,99S Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26410,25 • A 2S • • 302
• Monitor Audio PL200 4,750 A costly, but beautifully presented loudspeaker with outstanding voicing and character i 2S.SJ0028.S ; • A- • : 330

Mordaunt-Short Perf 6 LE 4,799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open - 24,115,43 • A 22 • : 308

Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 Sounds bigger than it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • 302
• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer /429144 2337.5,34 32 • 311

• Opera Seconda 1,99S Fine styling and finish, plus very superior voicing, if a shade lacking in warmth : 30,102.531.5 Í • A 20 e 314

! PioneerS:2«:W S,200 This speaker offers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity j58!2!2 291KS425 > A 37 • 320

PMCGBli 1,S2S Finevoice reproduction, overall agility andwell-judged balance : lS.5,8723.4 • A 40 • . 337

• PMC FBli 2,100 A ftoorstanderthat boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end /429594 20,100,30 : e A 20 e : 329

• PMCfact.8 5,2SO Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round soundwitha notably wide dynamic range 1S.S40538 : • A ss • : 327
• PMClB2i 8,900 Delivers a top-class sound quality, fine imaging and exceptional dynamic grip /617595 33,74,46.5 : • A 25 • •• 324

• PSBSynchronyOne 330OO Slim and discreetftoorstanderthat delivers superb sound qualityand flexi?le bass /516267 ?2,W2S ' • A 45 • •: 318

• RevelF32 3,200 Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound ■ 2240539 : • A 20 • : 2S6

• RevolverScreen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and veiy successful in delivering genuine high-quality hi^fi sound i 5044041 A 3S: e' 329

• Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,47S Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression Í 20400,25 Í e A 22 : e ; 290

• Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings /603221 : 18.5,35,33.5 A^ 55 30 322

• Sonus faber MinimaVintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume I evels /455417 : Y/,33„27.S A^ 5530 312

• Sonus faberCremona Audit. 3,3 50 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' 20,35,37 A so: e 305

• SpendorSAl l,29S Very high-quality sub-miniature with notably superior sound 16.5,30.5,19 A 30 : e: 334
• Spendor SP3/3R2 2,295 Lovely overall balance with fine voicing and transparency - 27,54.5,32.5 A : • Í 343

• TannoyDefìnition DCS 2:5?? Stylish-looking, this s?eakerisa fine communicatorwith tlean.crispand dynarnc s?und 274726 i SS: •: 343

• Totem Sttaf 1,695 This speaker delivers good scale with a fine midband i 16x85x24.2 : • A i • ' 340

• Triangle Genese Lyrr 3,300 A well-balanced speaker with generous sensitivity, fine imaging and good expressiveness ■ 23,303,113? Í • A 30 ' e i 338

• Teufel Ultima 800 2,498 Exceptional value for money due to direct sales and easy system-matching 2230,37 e A 42 e 33 5

• Vivid Audio Kl 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is one of the finest on the planet /625361 232130/4S A 3S e i 325
• Wilson Benesch Curve S,383 Much (but not all) of the ACrs performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,9137 e A 28 • • 2S4

• Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 264005,41 :e A 23: e : 314

• Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 227,S : A 28 e i 296

• Zu Essence 3,7SO Realism and communication skills are more than compensation for balance shortcomings 30.5,125,30.5 e A 2S e Í 327

Stereo speakers

Mi*^*4 SIZEW.H.D (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. LOORSTANDE Speakers that don't require stands. ^EASE OFDRIVE How much power the
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively.A+ 2S watts plus 50watts plus A-100watts plus CT Active-the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BBASS FROM How low the speaker goes-the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s).CLOSETOWALL The speakers will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

Castle Knight 2 £400
The Knight 2 continues in the great Castle tradition 
of excellent finish and solid build and climbs to the 
top of the pile with excellent sonic performance

Focal Chorus 826W LE £1,879
Focal has taken the 826 and turbocharged it, keeping 
the virtues of the stock model but with increased 
energy, excitement and detail

PMC fact.8 £4,600
A fantastic combination of elegant design, well 
thought out room-tuningfeatures and superb sonic 
performance. A 2010 Product of the Year nominee
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CUSTOM BUILD 
THE PERFECT PC

Your essential guide to building the ideal 
gaming, media, video or home computer

Intel’s next-gen

ON SALE NOW!

The fastest processors 
ever to hit your desktop

UK’s fastest 
storage drive
OCZ's lightning-quick 
IBIS HSDLontest

Also inside
Gaming
Everything you need 
for stunning 3D

Photo video
Processors that will 
maximise your creativity

Home PC
All you need to build the 
ultimate all-rounder

CPUs & MORE

faster, 
SMARTER, 
COOLER’- 
Everything you needto 
super-charge your PC

• 9 ;....

2.

¡radar

160+;components
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DiAblo Phono AMplifirn

Equipment supports
Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes

Price CommentsBadge Product

• Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46,35 13 MDF 302

• Blok Stax 300 180 A simple and effective design that gives some useful isolation across most of the audio band 40,46 : 3 MDF : 334T

• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 Isolation platform can improve the sound ofhi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit 40x25 Metal 311

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 60,42 Glass 293

Custom Design Milan 509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39 Glass 302
• Hi-Fi Racks Podium 500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 59.5 Wood 320
• lsonoe Isolation feet 98 A set of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kit like turntables Alloy 327
• Magic Racks MR1 600 At its best it's very effective and gives real isolation across the audio band 59 Rubber 344

Partington Minim 470 Adds its own character to rock, but to the detriment of acoustic sounds 78 45,37 i • 5 Glass 302

• Quadraspire QX25 Support 25 Beautifully simple design, cheap and easy to use. Excellent with CD players Acrylic 327

Quadraspire Sunoko-Vent T 800 The sound is detailed and largely uncoloured, while the design is rigid and beautifully veneered 59,47 4 MDF 334

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very lightTorlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 i 4 Tortyte 240

Townshend VSSS 1,380 This attractive Seismic Sink retains the same excellent vibration-killing sound quality 76 35,50 ; 4 Glass 273

Speaker stands
Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys

Partington Heavi II

Anvil Sound Display Stand 229
comments

A variety of smart looks available - sound is clear and precise 50 20,17 • : 1 Ì 293

• Custom Design RS300 110 An attractive stand whose lack of coloration suits it to high-resolution systems 56 16,5,18 • i 1 281
Custom Design SQ404 220 Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance • 61 18,16.3 • 4 283

• Partington Ansa 60 119 Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 18,15 • 4 232
• Partington Dreadnought BS 299 Sound is better defined in almost all areas than cheaper, slimmer stands can offer : 62 17,23 5 309

53 HiHi499 Robust to the nth degree, this stand helps produce very precise bass and upper frequencies 287

E223333 HEIGHT (CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). 
Single figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed 
to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVE To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. SHELF TYPE Material 
that shelves are made of.

HFC TOP PICKS

Partington Dreadnought BS £300
Probably the best speaker stand for the money 
- heavily engineered and backed up with sound 
theory, the Dreadnought is real class

Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T £800
Aclever solution to the twin problemsof equipment 
cooling and resonance, thanks to a unique shelf 
design, makes this a worthy 2010 award winner

Hi

Townshend VSSS £1,380
Although not cheap, Max Townshend's skillfully 
engineered rack nears the ideal in terms of isolation 
and spending more doesn't really bring big gains

Now available in the UK from Trichord Research 
Interconnect and Speaker 
cables using the legendary

18G ULTRA-WIRE
Ultra high purity 99.9999%,
linear crystal, stress-free, super annealed, micro-polished, 
ultra fine stranded copper conductors. Phenomenal 
reputation with sound quality to match.

TRichoRd ResearcI-i
Tel: 4-44 (0)1684 311600 
sales@trichordresearch.com

Fax: 4-44 (0)1684 311928 
www. trichord research.com

Equipm
ent supports / Speaker stands

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
research.com
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The definitive guide to British floorstanding 
speakers: six-way blind-listening group test

PLUS, QUAD ELITE:
FULL SYSTEM REVIEW
And also .•. Classe's new CP-800 preamp: better than any 
CD player at any price through its clever USB input?

If you can’t always find a copy of this 
magazine, help is at hand! Complete 
this form and hand in at your local 
store, they’ll arrange for a copy of each 

issue to be reserved 
for you. Some stores 
may even be able to 

arrange for it to be 
delivered to your 
home. Just ask!

Subject to availability

If you don't want to miss an issue

PLUS the UK’s finest hi-fi journalism, round-ups of accessories and 
music, the most trustworthy hi-fi reviews on the planet, not to

mention the latest news, views and features from the UK’s most reliable guide to 
high-performance audio - Britain’s only growing hi-fi magazine!
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Audio
Home Cinema
Multi-Room
Installation

Located in the midst of rural Norfolk, 
Basically Sound offers a relaxing, 

out of town location for you to visit and 
experience the best performing 

audio systems available.

Fram turntables to the latest 
in network audio solutions. we ensure 

that you hear music as it should be heard 
- and the parking and coffee are free.

Caíveley Coü’rt, ReymerstonrNorfolk. NR9 4QD

■ 01362 820800 To
' 'enquir ¡es@basicallysound.co.uk

j www.basicallysound.co.uk

______ 2_______ ._______________________

Brands 
offered include:

A ream 
Bryston 

Chord Co.
Dynavector 
HiFi Racks

Isoblue 
Linn 
Nairn 
PMC 
Rega 
REL

Totem
Wilson Benesch 

Wireworld

BASICALLY
SOUND

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 
020 8946 1528 orshop@obrienhifi.com 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

SUCCCN

• . ■ .. i!ROI Avid

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

Since! 967

J J J 8 Concorde Park, Clifton Moor, York. YO30 4WT. Tel:
Audio ab

Tel: 01904-691600

Chord
Cyrus 
Daii 
Marantz
Michell
Monitor Audio
Mordaunt Short
Pathos 
Pioneer
ProAc
ProJect 
Q-Acoustics 
Quad
Sanos

►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Sugden
TEAC 
Wharfedale 
& Many More ...

York HiFi Specialist for over 40 Years 
New Store with Free Customer Parking 
Qualified Staff - Independent Advice 
Quality HiFi Seperates from £100 to £10,000

o %
UpTo 36 Months

Widest Choice in the Area - Most items from Stock 
Open 10: 30am - 5: 30pm Monday to Saturday

O°/o Finance 
Available*

*Subject to status

Visit our Website or Call for latest offers & promotions

www.Vickers-Hi Fi .co.uk E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

mailto:es@basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
mailto:orshop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.Vickers-Hi
co.uk
mailto:VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com
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. Acoustic Preference

Ke mp Eie kt rotriks

. Aitttarro

(pei Acoustics

. Audio _Anaiojjue

Stiver_Arroti-

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Pe erborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0)1733 344768

QC®

Burson Audio

Cain <.:/.: Cain

Cl.Audio

(Diapason

EmilLaits

Exposure
Synthesis

Yamamoto . Audiop/tiie<Base

sense
SYSTEMS

Telephone 
(01872)273215

high quality hi-fi

and home cinema

in Cornwall

BROKEN1 IPHONE?
We are iPhone Repairs & Spares LTD

Dedicated specialists for the Apple iPhone

FREE iPhone screen 
protector with every 
iPhone 3G or 3GS 
touch screen repair

All iPhone models repaired 
12 months warranty on all repairs 
Fast turnaround
Parts available for DIY repairs 
Drop in service available

Visit our website for iPhone 
accessories including: 
Protective cases 
Solar chargers 
External batteries 
In-car accessories 
and much more...^

Bring your iPhone 3G/3GS 
to us and we will repair within 
5 minutes on-the-spot

The Historic Dockyard 
Chatham, Kent, ME4 4TZ

.el: 01634 405 662
Email: service@iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
www.iphonerepairsltd.co.uk

http://www.analogueseduction.net
mailto:service@iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
http://www.iphonerepairsltd.co.uk
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for your

Trading4i>-
For a I
WWWJ

FREE valuation visit:
trading4u.com/sell-home-audio

We pay up to 

£io,ooo 
for a used Hi-Fi!

Front End Problems?
conract:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
Also agents for Croft, Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & EAR. Graham Slee projects. 

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

trading4u.com/sell-home-audio
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
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Audio-Visual
Hi-Fi
Multi-Room

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-room AVOranges & Lemonswww.orangesandlemons.info

www.ceritech-audio.com 
Tel: 0844 7365719 

Monmouthshire & 
Gloucestershire

020 7924 2040
61-63 Webbs Road London SW11 
sho p@o range sandlemons, info

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz michell 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project ref roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

Rock Solid Sound

The Old Barn. Rosier Business Park. Coneyhurst Road. Billingshurst
West Sussex. RH 14 9DE. tel. 01403 782221 or 079 50 274224 

info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk - www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk 
• Please telephone for an appointment •

VIVID AUDIO 
Electrocompaniet 
audio Physic 
Bladelius 
Ayon 
Coda 
Music tools 
BOULDER

ASTINTREW
Black Rhodium
BELLES 
Oracle 
Aura 
Stello 
HI FI RACKS 
Vitus

Is this your problem? Here’s your
answer

loud too loud way too loud 
It’s a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible The noise floor may be audible, 
too. There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be ( 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to cure'"" 
the problems of excess gam and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive equipm^j

£39/pair - post free
01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

"this accessory 

is heartily 

recommended1 

Gramophone

IAN HARRISON HIFI
SALE' UP TO 25% OFF ANALOGUE EQUIPMENT

TEL: 01283 702875
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF HARBETH 

EAR/YOSHINO
£POA 
£POATURNTABLES, TONEARMS, STAX HEADPHONES £POA

CARTRIDGES AND PHONO Q ACOUSTICS £POA
AUDIO TECHNICA HEADPHONES £POASI^AuES GRADO HEADPHONES £POA

INCLUDING: AMATEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, SUGDEN £POA
BENZ MICRO, CARTRIDGE MAN, PURE SOUND £POA
CLEARAUDIO, DENON, GOLDRING, GRADO, PATHOS ACOUSTICS £POA
GRAHAM SLEE, HADCOCK, HEED, ICON, UNISON RESEARCH £POA
KOETSU, LEHMANN AUDIO, MICHELL, OPERA £POA
MOTH, ORTOFON, PRO-IEKT, REGA, SME, VAN DEN HUL £POA
SUMIKO, THORENS, TOM EVANS, BLACK RHODIUM £POA
TRANSFIGURATION, TRICHORD, WHEST APOLLO £POA
AUDIO, ZYX, ROBSON ACOUSTICS £POA

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. ALL GOODS ARE BRANO NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K GUARANTEES. NO EX-OEM OR EX-DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS.GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL SORRY NO GENERAL CATALOGUESPLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS. BROCHURES OR PRICES.
ESTABLISHED 1986.

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM: IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILLREPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ 
TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.

News with a view

TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about
So come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology, you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say.

tech
Deep into technology

http://www.orangesandlemons.info
http://www.ceritech-audio.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
mailto:info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
TechRadar.com
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ASTLEY AUDIO LTD

WM

01753 631000
www.studioav.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE AUDIO
Brampton Ralph, Taunton, Somerset

E 020 8943 3530
& www.infidelity.co.uk

INFIDELITY
9 High Street, Hampton Wick 
Surrey, KT1 40A.

London N1

E 020 7226 5500 
to www.grahams.co.uk

01260 280017
www.synergyav.co.uk

VICKERS HIFI
24 Gillygate, York, 
Y031 7EQ

a 01904 629659
to www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR321HB

AUDIOBOFFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, 
Herts WD 1TP

a 020 8177 4095
to www.audioboffs.co.uk

SENSO SYSTEMS
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,
Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS

a 01872 273215
to www.audio-cinema.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SK8 1AL

S 0161 491 6090
to www.audio-counsel.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 
CW12 3JB

ACTON GATE AUDIO
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
Clwyd LL13 7PB

a 01978 364500
to www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND & VISION
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston

Norfolk NR9 400

a 01362 820800
to www.basicallysound.co.uk

a 01984 624242
to www.alternativeaudio.co.uk

01502 582853
www.audioimages-hifi.com

STUDIO AV
44 High Street, Eton, Berkshire, 
SL4 6BL

SOUND CINERGY WM
37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS9 8NL

a 01922 457 926
to www.soundcinergy.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE SW
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol
BS31 3EJ

a 01225 874728 
to www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE
120-122 Afreton Road. Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

\: 0115 9786919
{f;i www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

ACOUSTICA LTD
1 T Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH

a 01244 344227
« www.acoustica.co.uk

DOUG BRADY HI-FI
Klngsway Studios, 15a Kingsway North,
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU

a 01925 828009
to www.dougbradyhifi.com

3 Marketplace, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire OX1O OEG

E 01491 839305
to www.audioimages-hifi.com 

.......

GRAHAMS HI-FI
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road,

'///

SE - South East, 
GL - Greater London. 
SW- South West,

EM - East Midlands, 
WM - West Midlands, 
NE - North East,

NW-North West, 
W-Wales.

HI-FICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact
Lucie Gillespie +44 (0) 207 042 4252

lucie.gillespie@futurenet.com

http://www.studioav.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.vickers-hifi.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
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http://www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk
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http://www.alternativeaudio.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.loissoftware.co.uk/rightnote/index.asp
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.dougbradyhifi.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
mailto:lucie.gillespie@futurenet.com
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Cold storage
In the final installment of his six-part series, Jimmy Hughes 
reflects on how rips, streams and downloads leave him cold

he past six months have seen 

me exploring the twilight world 

of ripping, streaming and 

downloading from the standpoint of 

a keen music collector. It's been an interesting 

and instructive experience and one that's left me 

impressed. But, however, alluring downloads 

are, I still don't intend to forsake CD and LP 

for digitised music.

And who said you had to? Being pragmatic, 

shouldn't you buy music in whatever format 

best-suits your needs? Well, yes. But for this 

listener, having music stored on a hard-drive 

feels vastly different to having it on a disc - it's 

a whole new paradigm, no less - a completely 

different means of access.

No question, storing music on a hard-drive 

offers many benefits. Assuming you have something 

like a touch-controller iPad, you can enjoy fast 

access to your collection from the comfort of your 

armchair. You can listen to long works lasting 

hours, without interruption, while being able to 

'track-hop' with unprecedented flexibility.

There's also potentially higher technical quality, 

with 24-bit/l 92kHz delivering hi-res studio

master-tape-quality that greatly exceeds CD's 

16-bit/44.kHz specification. Being on a hard

drive, your music collection occupies a small 

space and is easily transported. Al in al, the 
array of benefits seems pretty formidable.

The horse still refuses to drink
So - why do I not feel like jumping in with both 

feet? We al know the saying about leading 
horses to water but not being able to make them 

drink. That kinda sums up my position regarding 

non-physical music: although the benefits are 

hugely worthwhile and very seductive, they 

somehow don't compel me to change.

Dipping a toe into the world of downloads has 

made me realise that collecting recordings of 

music is more than just - well, collecting music. 

It's also about the thing itself - the artwork, 

packaging, sleeve notes. Of course you can 

reproduce these things in a virtual form, but 

somehow it's not the same. It's not real.

When we buy recordings on CD or LP, our 

primary interest is the music. But, if we're honest, 

things like packaging and presentation also play 

an extremely important part. In the past, I've 

bought recordings simply because the artwork 

was so attractive. Holding the disc in a shop prior 

to purchase, it's been something I wanted to own.

If you're a real collector, this desire to own often 

extends to buying second (third, fourth, fifth) 

copies of albums you already have. Maybe you 

chance upon an original mono LP pressing, or

one with a different sleeve picture; while you 

know you don't 'need' another copy, it's so 

attractive, you simply have to buy.

That's what's missing for me with streamed 

music and stuff stored on hard drives. It's 

faceless; without substance. When I buy a 

CD or LP, I'm buying something real - 

something tangible. With downloads, because 

the solid physical aspect is absent, this aspect 

is missing. Consequently, one feels little or no 

desire to 'collect'.

Al a Jover of classical music, I often buy new 
recordings of favourite works I already have 

in other versions. In some cases, maybe the 

new recording is not as good as the ones 

made earlier - versions I already own. But I'm 

still happy to buy the new disc to add to my 

growing collection.

However, with music stored on a hard drive, 

I don't feel like this. Indeed, quite the opposite; 

I find myself questioning the sanity of buying a 

new version of something that isn't as good as 

the one I already have. Quite rightly, I ask myself: 

what's the point? It's as though different 

standards apply.

Sadly, none of this seems particularly logical. 

Collecting is a highly personal and emotive 

thing - an activity beyond the realms of normal 

everyday common sense. Don't ask me to 

explain why, but without the CD booklet or LP 
sleeve, somehow the music doesn't seem to 

sound as good.

While I appreciate the many benefits and 

advantages of storing music on a hard drive, 

and/or streaming it over the internet, it simply 

doesn't excite me as a collector. I realise this 

view is most probably a minority one and 

accept that streamed music represents the future. 

But, maybe not for me. Not yet, anyway. •

Vinyl or download: The Beatles 
chart-topping Revolver album

Collecting is a 
highly personal 
and emotive 
thing-an activity 
beyond the 
realms of 
normal everyday 
common sense

JIMMY HUGHES
A hi-fi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Is Jimmy in the minority for not embracing 
computer music? Are you like him?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com

130 gm^y. JUNE 2011 ^ww.hifichoice.co.uk

mailto:hifichoice@futurenet.com
ww.hifichoice.co.uk


SPECIAL OFFER

PERREAUX
Eloquence 150i
Integrated Amp

Eloquence 250i Integrated Amp 
[shown with CDT]

The effortless power delivery and ultra-low 
distortion and noise levels result in a naturally 
clean and open presentation with the airy space, 
seamless depth and precise imaging.

e £4595

e £5897

"If you are missing an amplifier that can tame your 
woofers, then look no further. It’s right here!"
Mikkel Gige Hifi4All Online Magazine

"Very impressive. Technical performance is practically indistinguishable from perfection. 
Its noise floor and distortion levels are among the best I have ever measured."
David Plummer Audio Specialty Co.

"The 250i is a thriller in every respect. It has a huge 
reserve of power to play with, and does so with restraint, 
never sounding overbearing or dictatorial, but using its 
authority to the most benign, most musical of effects. Add 
the admirable build quality, the versatility on offer and the 
general commitment to enjoyable audio, and this deserves 
to be on any discerning audio buyer s shopping list."
Deon Schoeman

DIGITALAMPLIFICATION

t 01333 425 999

AMP
HEAVEN

“This is the best amplifier at its price 
hands down. Absolutely top notch."
Gunnar Van Vliet Planet Sound

Buy an Audiant 80i 
Integrated Amp and 
receive a FREE Squeeze 
Box Touch, worth £280, 
and a 30 day money- 
back guarantee.

“Accurate imaging on a deep soundstage. 
A sense of control and precision that add 
up to a clean and non-fatiguing sound. ”
Ashley Kramer Witchdoctor

High power
Authoritative speaker control 
Seamless digital integration 
MOSFET output devices 
Low distortion
Solid build-quality

80w Class-AB Amplifier
Digital Inputs [Transformer Coupled]
Upsampling Digital to Analogue 
Converter (Sabre 32 Bit Chipset]
Control ITunes via USB
Phono Input (MM)
Mosfet Output
High Current Toroidal
Power Supply

Audiant 80i Integrated Amp
The new, ground-breaking integrated amp 
that will reconnect you to the one thing 
that is so often overlooked - the MUSIC.

IMMENSELU MOVING. The Perreaux integrated 
amplifiers include all the hallmarks of Perreaux 
engineering design:



Jade

SERIES

MusicaiArtistry
(By T^ftarfedaBe

(Britain's most famous (oudspoalfrs
Jade is the new audiophile class speaker design from ‘Wharjedale, 
the world’s most famous hi fi brand. Jade incorporates the latest 
improvements in loudspeaker technology and production from 
‘Wharfedale’s in-house design, computer-aided modelling and 
precision tooling in a marriage of music and art that will suit 
the taste of even the most discriminating hi-fi enthusiast.

IAG House Sovereign Court Ermine Business Park Huntingdon 
Cambs PE29 6XU Tel: 01480 447700 Fax: 01480 431767 
www.wharfedale.co.uk

http://www.wharfedale.co.uk
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